
." 

rat 
he 



ff at the thoughts of IofiDg a p~nt 

who was fo juftly dear to me. I imme
diately communicated the letter I had 

" received to Selima, who participated 
.. in my forrow, and we agreed to defer 
~ ~eCelcbrationofourmarriagetillafter 
" our arrival at Kerman, for which in 

cc two days we fetout, accompanied with 

cc Mortiza Cauli, the brother of Selim~ 

" who agreed to accompany us on our 

.' journey. W travelled for fevera! dar . 
" with great exp -dition, and without 

" meeting with. ny remarkable ccident. 
but when we , h r within two (toty 

journey f K rman I received the 
\ 

, mIn holy a o\mt 0 my futher's 





" tunes, Icam from tftefc the inftability 
" of human happinefi. hich. though 
" heedlefs mortals fancy to be fotid 
" and pennaMnt as the fir ng bafed 
" promontory of th I Iellef! ont, that 
"ft s un!haken amidft the roar 

thing of the waves of the 
" Archipelago, is tottering as the oroken 
" fragment of a tower which falls 
" from the ruined domes of Palmyra 
" on'<he head of the unhappy tray 11er, 
" and inftantly cru!hes him to pit-ces .. 
" I was juft upon the point of effeCtu

ating thi long-defired union, ",hen 
an accident fell out, which blafted 

" the blotrom of my hope, alld in
volved u all in a train of misfor
tunes which ere equally fi v re anC! 

_ in'crnef.able• 

" vi 



Ie find me a · ardently defiro as my 
.14 father had been, of contracting an 

alliance hich was equally reditabJe 

14 ana advantageous to both parties, 

" and WID h would uni their familie 
Min . 

• 



" This propofal, it may eafily 
" im~riedt c ute\. make no impreffion 
" on mind of one who'\: 'as -holly . . 
" de'fOted to eJima, and, hom all e 
.1 gol of Golconda and the iadem of 

CI Perfia could not h ve tempte to 

" have relinquifh d the obje of his 
"choice. I had a curiofity ho\\ev r . 

.. to try its effea on eli II, and t. king 
" her nlide, put the 1 tter into her 
II h nd, defiring her to ~ad it. Aft ~ 
U perufi"l the letter file returned i~t .. 
.. caO:iilg upon me at tlte fame time 
" tender, pen five, and dej ed look; 

hich at once expreffi affeetion' 
AI timi . y, and a renfe of depend nee 
" accompan' d r with a certain delicacy 
,. of (entim nt hicb feemed to reftrain 

" 





• 

" fuggdl d?" Selima rejoined, "The 
" Jo'Vely maid. forms · no OtMr ifh 
"with refpta to Rhedi, but that 
II M may follow the bent of his own 

U Inclinations, and confult his own 

~, happinefs without any regard to her, 
" who, if he is happier in t~ poifeffion 
u of Abba1fah than of Selima, will 
" murn with her brother to her natwe 





" hegltrbrgs of Perfil, by decliRing a 
" match which had bten under delilx- . 
" ratioD betwixt him and my father, 
" and was now propofed by Savi 
"Muftapha himfelf. In oPder to 
" remove her apprehenfions therefore 
" as much a, pomble, I promifed to 

. te to him in the moft prudent and 

" mpeCtful manner; for though I h.ad 
" reafon to believe that he could fcaree 
" xpeC\: that I fhould: conclude a 
u match which, he himfelf knew', I 
'was brought und r no obligation 

" to from any engagement of my 
u father, and hich, ~onfideriDg the 
" nachm nt I was known to have to 

lima, he muft have been t"'ro",v,n_ 
" 1 ~ld be uttelly averfe to, 

'though I had likewife 
licv , that in thefe 

the principal 
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U already unalterably fixed on a lady 

" whom I had brough. with me from 
" her native country, and that I could 
" not violate thefe engagements with

" out being guilty at the fame time of 
" a breach of the moO: facred ties of 
.c love, honour and gl'atitude. I con

cluded with iibing his daughter a 
" huiliand more worthy of her, and 
., who could return her a~Ction with 
ce equal fmcerity and ardour 0 begging 

" h would e cufc me for declining a 

" match, which I was perfeCtly ctlnfd
cc ow would have been equally credit
" able and advantageouso, could I have 
" ace pted of his generous offer con
CI fiftently with the diCl:ates of fidelity 

onour. This anfwer, tho~h 
" fuffici ntly. foothing and refpcaiul. 

greatly fhocked the pride and 
flamed the mentmCDt of the haughty 

" bee-
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.. heglerbeg-. ho. I have Ilrad, 
" obferved, 10 med only to ant a 
"pretC'Xt for quarrellin with me, 
" and in eed he foon ma e me feel 
" th. eight of hi r fl ntm nt, by. 
, bringing upon me a fen of calami. 

" ties, that w re s un pcaed they 
"wer fi vert. 

~ The grand Vizier Aman Ora, 
" who was the friend and pacro of 
" Savi Mulhpha, was at that tim on 
" a tour through th fouthern d part~ 

• 
" ment of Perfia, under a pretence of 
" redr fling th grievance which h d 
" been compiained of, aad fetding the 
".commotions that had been raifed, 
" though in faCt the fol in of' 
" expedition was to difcover the authors 

" of the oppofition that had been 
~ mad to his own tyrannical admini-

D i ~ ftrati~ 
• 

• 



, 
~, ilration, that be might contrive the 
" means of cutting them off while 
~, Aman 01a was a.t Kerman: he lodged 
" in the houle of Savi Muftapha, 
~ who took that 0 portuoity o~ Tepre

" fencing me to the Vizi r as dil1 ffe8:ed 
~ to his Adminiftration, informing him 
" at the faml" time th t my fi tl er had 
U left me an opulent torrune, 1 ieh 
~, migh~ eafily be confifcated nd ppli
, ed. t hi own ufe, upon a pr renee 

e. of its being :1?1uired by fraud a d 
, oi' rem n. Nothing more was 

"0 . ng to make the Vizier enter into 
cc tlus fcheme, than to hear: that, by 

• 
"th fu ccf of it, 11 · could not f.l·} 

fi l~r .. bly to in r fc h' ov c-
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,. deftincd him, as thou (loft plagues 
" and earthquakes, to.be thine inftru
., ment fur infliCting puniCbment on 
" the children of men? But why (loft 
" thou permit the innocent to. fuffer 
.c ith the guilty? Why fuould the 

" .c worthy and the good be fubjeCl:ed 
" to tht perfecution of a wretch whom 

"his ftagitioufnefs has rendered JW.. 

., obje!t of general deteftation and 
&& abhorrence? 

CC What you have heard," reilmed 
Rhcdi, c is but a fmall pan of that 
., feries of calamity wH ch I have been 

cc doomed to endure; the remaini 

, part rill draw the tear of pity from 
.. the. ~lumid eye, and make the (ym
ca pathetic bQ{om heave with the figh 
.. of forro .-The malicious Savi 

Muftapha, and his cruel accomplice 
"ia 



U willi d to live; 
" tu ted ith fuch violen n lout-
" as I yet [budder to rei teo 

'" as to aw e of the danger of I

"vulging report concemin lY .lima' 
H be uty hite we ere unm rried, and 

" fo much air id of her being gazed 
u at with [he C of deCir , that I had 
" prey iled with her to contin e veiled, 
H. both in the pr fence of our rex and 
, of her own. It happened wever 

"unfortunately, that a maid, whom 
• " Selima had brought along with her 

" from Geor' baving one day taken 

D4 
• 



" oceafion, without any defian, to cek

" brate the charms of her miftrefs be-
I 

"fore forne of the fervants of Savi • "Muftapha, with whom the had got 

"acquainted, one of them repeat.ecl to 
"his mailer the re ort he had heard 

" of Sdim 's beauty. l\: unapl a v k 





OF .. 
&& fair one, b ,re mind WII thrown 
Minto l wild flutter 6£ aflonifhment 
" and terror by the indignity that had 
&& betn thewn ber, giving a loud Ihriek, 
.. hich was heard by her brother and 
&& me from the houfe, we both ftarttd 
.. up ift an inftant, and [oatching our 

"(words haftHy, r n to the place 
Ie where we heard the. voice. Ym\ 

" may judge of the emotion I felt (for. 
it is im offible to defcribe it) hen, 

Ie upon my coming up to the fpot, to 
.1 whi h we w re direCl:ed by the pier

"dng fcreams of SsJima and her 
" maid, whofe voices by this time we 
., began to recognize, I raw the d~ 

" obj of my affeCl:ions in the arms 
my greateR enemy, and violendy 

.. ~d jway by die Vizier and 
Savi M uftapha, ho were prot •. 
~ their . cnt~rize by die 

~' IUAr4 



U an 

"him dead at my fee 
"Couli, a8:uated by the fa e paffions 
u of gtjef .and rage ith which I 
, agitated, ru111ed at once into the 

D 6 u midft 



°dft of the guard _ two of whom 

"he difpatched with h" fword; but 
• "a1 I the brave, unhappy youth, in 

" attempting to fave hi!i 6ft r's honour, 

" 10ft his own life; for as he was ai1l\-

cc pued in a {i w minutes upon the 
" fpot. The Vizier fc ing Moniza 
n ouli fall by the wound he had r -
"cei d, called to the reft of his 

ard tQ take and difarm me, if pof-
• 

• , fible ~ and twO f th m having, be-

got h d of both . 
11 imm liately 
nJ h jng dif. 



R 

~ ' wa.t 
• 
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"was dragged along, I continued 
" looking behind m , and calling upon ' 
'~the name of Selima, till my cries 
"could no more be heard. I was 
u thrown into a dung on, dark and 

" difinal 3S the manfions of the grav(', 
U wh rc I lay in an agony of grief, that 
" torcuted my foul, and confumed my 
"life. For fome time I continl 
"abandoned [0 the moft dreadful and 
" cruel dcfpair, arraigning the jufri 
" of Providence, u on account of the 
" calamities to which I was fubjetl: d ; 
" but at laO: rearon retUrned, and rdi
"glon beg n to awn upon my 
" gloomy and troubled mind, {bedding 

is an effulgen ,mild as the appe:u:!"ce 

"of 'ne vernal fun after the ravages 
" of a fi:orm, and chafing away the 
" horrors oi defpair!. as the fogs which 
"blaft the blo1foms of the {pring are 

~' fClt-
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"(cattered by the fplen or of the orb 

" of day. A ng ith r ligi n, for-
t titude and hope~ her inv3rl ble t

" ev ry exp 

poffeJI'ed my brt' it· nel 
I 

" my imagination could fuggen; tho' 
.~ I had as y t fixed u on nt ~ hich 
" feem d at once fafe an pr icable. 
"But the ever merciful Allah, to • 
" whore care and proteaion I refigncd 
~~ myf(lf and all my jnterefts, and 

• ~' whofe 



: 
is T 

. "who(e reinvigorating influence I felt 
";upon my mind, condeC~eDded, by an • 
~, intimation which feemed to be the 
"effc:Cl: of accident, to point OUt the 
"means of accompli/hing my dcape 

• " from that horrible prifon in which I 
" was confined . 

. 
"A I was one day lying frretched _ 

" on a coarfe mattrafs which fer ed for 



• 

H E D I. 

cion of mot kin 

" my 



90 
" my doleful prifon, and groping my 
" way in the dark,. in the beft mallner 
" 1 wa able, I ilt length difcovered a 
" ray of light ifluing through a ere
" vice betwixt two ftones in the Q:reet ; 
" but as it was now mia-day, I had 
"prefence of mind enough to recol
"lea, that if I IhoulJ imm diaedy 

" attempt to force my pafrage, by re
n moving the {tones .. hich covecl!d the 
" outlet of the cave, I fhould iJl(virably . 
" be dik:overed, and prtclude all hope 
"of my releafe. As the hour t~ re
"fore of my being ifited by the 
" keeper of the prifon. en he brought 
" me my fcanty pittance 'of pro ilions, 
" as near at hand, I haltened bac~ 

"to my dungron, and having re
U plac the ftone exatl:ly in the lieua. 
, cion in which it had been before my 

ifcovery of thit fubt rraneOllS paf
" fage, 



" 0 'er the earth, the inhabitants 0 

" Kerm n w re lulled in number, and 
" echo herfl If Oepe in h r cell. I har· 
" lily removed th frone in the priCon 
'which a laid ov r th entrance f 
"th cave' I nee mor ntered thi 
"Jifmal patrage, ith lefs dr ad in. 
"d d than ~rm rly, but with a pal
" pitarion ot heart that made my kn 
': fmite each other, and having groped 
" my way before, thoug :with more 
"difficulty, as there was not~he leaft 
" ray of light to be fe ,J arrived at 
"th end of the paifage, and pufuing 

" the 

• 
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U he, and yet I cou 

"foundatio or the hop . of lef being 
" er rdl:ored to my arm. Almoft 

U defp iring of !Jeong ever \) ft with 



94 THE HISTOR 

"exccffive grief, without knowing 

" whither I went, till the approach of • "dawn rouzed me from my reverie, 
" and made me fenfible that it was ne
" ceffary to take fome precauri9n for 
" my own faf; 1)'. For this purpofe I 
" h ftened out of the city as faft as 

O1ble, and dir tting my courfe by 
" the leaft.frequented road) I arrived 
" at a village about ten mil s difrance 
"from the city, where I thought I· 

" was in little d nger of being known, 

" f~ecially after fome years abfence • 
U from my native country . 

. 
, In order howey r more etfeduaUy 

"to uard againfr a d teajon, I pu,r
"chafed fome coarfc cloaths with a 
" part of the little money I frill had in 

my packet, and arraying myfelf in 
" the h bit of a p afant, I proceeded 

~' on 



95 

'" lhutrint) m up in ri(j n, t tim. 
u m diately with dima for the ca
'pita], intending, u I wa fully per-

u fuaded, to prefent her to the em-

"peror. As! !I in ormed in fome 
" villages through whi h I palI'ed, that 
" ~e' izi r having he rd of my ('fca , 
"hll fet a price upon my he ,I took 
"aU the precautions which pr enee 
" could fuggeft for my 0 n fafety, by 
~ travelling the moft unfrequented 

... " roads, 

• 



" roads, and Often • ing fhelrrr ita the 
" oods and moumains, here I ap
" prehcnded the lead dlllger of being 
"difcovered, till at laft I arrived At 

"Ifpahan, without any fuu>icion) 
" here r waited upon tWo of my fa
u ther's friends, and acquainted them of 
" my fitu ion and errand at the court 

I "of P rua. But both of them, afraid 
" to engage in an affair, the iff'ue of . 
& which, to fay the truth, was e1t

"tremely dang rous and doubtfl.l, 

"unee no r dref could be obtained 
" without arraigning the prime ;Vizier 
"himfdf, and~char 'n.g him with the 
"moil: normous crim s, advifc d me 
.. , to defift from an a empt I)ich, 

Jiow~ver juft, was attended with fa 
h hazard as indeed could fcaree 



E [) I. 

~ of my friends. 

" Though thi advice feemcd to 
" r tionaf, and was doubt! f 
" m~an~, yet the conduct it re cribed 
" was tOO pM marie and indifferent 
" to fuit the ardor of my paffion for 
, Selima; or th hope of regaining 

" whom 1 determin d to Cu r e"/fY 
hardfhip, and run ery rifle at 1 

" could poffibly be ex ~ed to. Per. 
" cei-ring, however, that the profdlion 

~' of a merchant would, by procuring 
• E 



&4 me accefs to feveral perfons whO at
" tended the court, afford me a better 

chance of fedng Selima, at leaft of 
., obtaining intdligence of her, than 

" any other profcffion . I could affilme, 
" I readily acquiefccd in their fenti: 
c, men ugh with very different 
II views from thofe of my friends; 
ft and having once more changed my , 

garb, I appeared in the drefs of a 
•• merchant; and, fupported as I was by . 
U th iotereft of thofc who hud propofed 
., ttiat I Ihould try my fortune . this 

WI , I expofed fome of the richeft 
.& filks and jewels tha ,ould be pro
C& cured, in the ufual place of (ale, 

•• c;arefu~y voiding every opportunity 
beiJlg f~n by the Viriert by re-

•• ng under fome pretence w.h n he 
PfllIa1>pcncd ;0 appear, and giving 

to a perCon to hOle care I 



.' 
'H larly 

" Sophy; 

" mJi emb:urafi'm nc 
"Obeyd. obfc ring my eountenaru:e 
" ov rfpread 1 blulhe, came up to 
" me immediately, and whifpered in 
" a low voice, "Be not aflaj I" (aid 
" he, ' of any evil from me.. My' 
" name i Obeyd, and m office j to 
£, fuperintend the women and eunue 
" in the haram. our father AbU ' 
"' w oae Gf my ft friends: I am 

• E t 
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'" not ignorant of your {uuation anet 
• circumftances: I will be happy to 

" have it in my power to 1how my gra
Il titude to the father, by good pffices 

" to the fon.-Come this evening, at 

" the ufual hour of fupper, (0 my 
"houfe in the habit hich you now 
" ear, ithout any £ I' of a difco-

ry, and perhap I m"y contribure -! 

to the {ucccfs of yOur willies.' At' 
" thefe word I ex rienced a fudd n 
"tranfition from the ~ it alaQTling 
"fcar to the moft unbolJnd d confi. 
"drnce ;lnd moft eX! tifit joy 1 had 
" tyer {; It, and I coul only ju(! fo 

far recoil a myfelf. as to be abl~ to 
., ply~ in the fame low ton of voi , 
It t I as inexprdIibly obliged 0 

his friend\wp, that he fuould ever . 
&DlI me grateful, and that 1 would 

~' ~ 



AI be (ure to 

" appointed. 

" ncr hi 

" to liberty; nd in the count n nee 
" of the rCon who ba 1 juft left m , 1 

" recognized the fi ature of th 110 
" n ve. I II m mbcr lik wift th 
" I had heal'd th t Obeyd h d entered 
" i~to th fer i e of the ophy, though 
" by rear. n my abfen from . my 

nr I had 
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" it i for I refted:ed that I had often 
" heard my farner fpcak of his invio
"Iable fidelity, and I 'knew that he 

" gave hjm the ftrongeft recommenda
" tions on his leaving his fervice . 

• 

"I waited for the hour appointe 
n for our interview Ith almoft al 

.. " much impatience as if I had expeCted 
" to fee Selima herfelf; for I flattered 

yfelf that this interview would af •. 
• , ford me the profpefr of being once 
" more blelredwith a fight of the dear 

• " objefr of my affi ·ons; and when it 
" xpired, I hurri r ith the uc· 
" moft ernct; to the houfe of Obeyd. 

'I as not oblig d to ait long ~or 
aranc of my fri ndly hoil: : 

H upon he rin th t I w in the par
, lour belo , .. h ha ned immedi [ ly 

inco the room, and mbracing me 
, with 



U in my pow to relieve y ) from 
" their pre1fure, but 1 will t 1 aft t

" tempt it, d ngerou [ am fi nfible 
" the undert ing muft be to myfdf • . 
" In the m an tim be a(fur d, that 



~ 

"th happinefs of feeing her, and I will 
" let yeu know in proper time the hour 
.. and place of th Gefti~ed interview." 

" 1 attempted to r at my ac no -
ledgm nts for the very friendly in ... 

" tenri os he expreffed and for the 
ftron intereft he took in the fuffer~ 

of two fueh unfortunate lovers; 
" but he prevented me from going on, 
II by telling me, that there was no . 
• , oceafi~n for making any profeffions 

" of gratitude to him fmee he w uld 
. " think himfclf completely reward d, 

" if he Jhould hnpp nough to be 
•• the inftrum nt of aceomp)j1bing 

the reI are of Selima, ~d of reftor-
I 

" ing her to on who as wonhy of 
her, and who, by being the fol objeCt 
of her lfettions, had th only title 

poffefs them. Befide, though 
our 



" fi th r's fervi , I w 
H with the . indne 
« lh wn to n child, ell n with the 

.• , h ughtincf nd fi., .rity ufuaUy 
, er ifed tow rds 0 V', nd at l {l:, 

, as a reward for my f: ith u1 fcrvi 
• " he not only av m my fr edom, 

but Ittomm nded me to tbe ophy, 

, by whofe f our I r fe 0 fc eral 

'po of confid r ble truft and dignity. 

• . Happy had it been for my J, that I 

"h prefcribed bounds to m ambi· 

, lion; or at leaft that .1 had 



" by your father. I have had ~ rea
" fon to repent my net having followed 
" his advice; for though in the path 
R chalked out by rt.\y(elf, I have attained 
" an envied pre-emiftcoce, I have found 

it a very dan~rous one; finee my, 
" office not only oblige me to be ofren 
" under th eye ofa mafter whofe 
.. , c mper is fufpidous and whofe power 
., i~ abfolute, but my fimation furnifhes 

me with almoft perpetual incentives , 
to defir wlaich I cannot reftrain, 

"and yet am un hI to gratify, 
"th f. n lim th t I am fubj!aed 

• , to th aprices of £; m Ie tyranny, 
• 

hich I c n only rev nge by a ftrittcr 
" vi ' lane, and by th t rigid feverity 
, which , will a1 ay be difagr ble' co 

Be affured of it 





« for you at your lodgings, in ord~r 
" to acquaint you of the time!' 

o 

• I thanked Obeyd for his prooent 
" advice, which I promifed inva~iably 

" to follow; then taking an oppor- ' 
" [Unity of introducing a converfation~ 
u which to m was peculiarly intereft
" jog, Obeyd, faid I, nnce you hay 

" condefcended to favour with your 
4C protection and friendlhip, one who, • 
, till he faw you, was the unhappieft of 

mortals, will you exture my defi~ to 
.c know the particular of Selima' fate, 
U and how 1be has bet-n able in th 

• 



.. was unmov 

" in tears; but her te4ln, int 
" diminifhinC'l', fe m t incr fc the 
." Iu of h r bnut, hich {hone 
" through tn pearly drop 
" down b r ch k as the fUll fbio 
"forth her th ilio er of fpring . 
.. The mperor, d zzl d y the fpl od r 
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C& of an enraptured lover, Sdima, 
" proftrating Mrld{ at his feet, a

" claimed with the utn\oft ~f5," 
" - Let not the fucceffor of lJi, and 
" the fovereign of the faithful, on 
, whore nod depends the fite of 

" narion, and for whofe fmiles the 
"greateft bellutiC of the univeJfe 

" langui1h with defire, look with fuch 
~, complacency on a reptile of the duLt, 
" or throwaway his regard on one · 
" alienated heart, but 1 t him leave hi 
.. {lave, who j unworthy of his notice, 

• to her own u:lhappy fate, till death 

" put a period to here life and mifcry 
" at once/'-Upon hearing this account 
"of the conftancy of Selima, ap.d 

t (or my fake !he had rejeCted 
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c ~ to the ~~me lord of the uJ\i..; 
" vme, as the itnefs of our plighted 
" engagemcn " M r iful All " 
" cried I,' who ami it the wonder· 
, ful nd oft n unac oJnubl difi nfi
'ti of thy provid nee 1h 
" fpec~ regard to th h ppind! of 
u [h upright nd the jult, do thou 
, grant th [ our mutual vows may be 

" crown ith fuccd! , and that a our 
irr voc bly join d Ollr fat 

" n fortunes may be infi par bJy 
" unitt;' "Bu I in errupt your 
'" lation,' [aid I;" fo good 
" to inform me, how the ophy bore 
" the mort" c~[ion of his Oight dlove?" 

e ap red," replied Obeyd, 
"to feel fome refi ntment from die • 

wound which Selima ad given 
" [0 h' prid and expreffi the Ut-

• , moil: uneafinefs at finding that bit 
~' paaiOll 

• 



He faid, he was no~ ignorant, that 

" her affcCl:ions were pre-engaged, and 
" that he knew upon whofe account 

" all his vows and promifes were dif .. 
" regarded; but he bid her confider,. 
" that as he would never refign the 
" pofi"effion of thore, charms, of which. 
" the emperor of Perfia alone was wor
.' thy, to any potentate upon earth, much 
c' )('fs to on of h' own flav $, whether 
" it w re not better to liffen to his 
" fuit, and by doing fo enjoy both 
n mpire nd love [hall to roure th 
" fury of his luO: and revenge, which 
" m~ht pr ve equally fatal to h rfc)£ 

II1d h lover." On uttering th fe 

he ent out of the m 
fomewhat h..f.hly and abruptly Ie v

a i.ng lima 0 er helmed with grie , 
" 'hi h 



.. hich afttfl:ed m fo ~nIibly th3t 

" I could not h lp mi~ling my ~lu 
" and tears "ith h rs.-But m rt 
"fympathy ith til misfortunes of 

oth r5, [houg pleafin to the ruffer r , 
.. , is of litd confequence without fome 

exertion for their relief. I have ne
u vcr ceafed, Iinte I firft bee me le
u quainted with her, to mplo my 

. ' invention in evifing the means Of 
"her efcape, nd Pro 'd nee fc:em 
,, 'now, by your un xpdted arrival 
" ill this pi ce, to favour us with an 
" opportunity of effefuJating it. I have 
" already c rted a rude plan for 
« this purpofe, which I will communi
'.cate to y u at our nex interview. 
, My duty, at prefent, re ·uires my 
" attendance in the h ram: to- orrow 
" evening you may me to call 
" for you at your own lodgings. Then 

" biddjng 
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U bidding me good night, he)eft me 
" without allowing ~ time~ either to 
" exprefs my gratitude for his generous 
" offices, or to afk him to unfold the 
" fcheme he had concerted for _ccom
" plilhing the deliverance of Selima • . . 

" My mind was in too much agita
.. rion to admit of my enjoying any 
" fi«p that night. My imagination, 
" natUrally fanguine, Battered me )Vim 
C& a prorpeC\; of yet recovering the 

" role object of my affeCtions; and I 
" fpent the night in golden dreams of 
" my future felicity aad in anxious 

ttpeCl cion of a vifie from ObcyJ, 
"whom I confidered as the perron , 
ddt~ to fulfill all my ilhes. 

" Obeyd, • purdual to his tim~ 
call d next evening at my lodgings; 

" and 



R H E D I. us 
~ and finding me in a ng poftu~'t 
" -Rou(e ourfdf,t. {aid Ii , , Rhc:di~ 

C( frOm thofe eJiriums of 1 v in 
u which you are lull, d y your pamon 
"for lim. The rdi nt junCture 
," is th hour of d n r, the crutS of 
~.' aerion and enterpriz , an mull: not 
"be wafted in thofe pleafmg but 

. " de1uftve revries, hich brorb th 

. " faculties in ufelefs contemplation of 
'" ideal felici y, whilt: they fhould be 
" braced for a vigorous ex rtion and 
"e ployed in providing againft mofc 
" difaftrous contingencies, which may 
" blaft the fair blolfoms in the gar
" den of hope."-" I felt the juftnefi 
" .of the rebuke, and awaking as it 
" were from the delicious d • 
, I ha been indulging, 1 ila up 

" on my fi t, and embracing Obeyd 
"with 11 the ardour of the molt 

" affeerionate 

• 



" affectionate gratitude, "Your te

" proaches, my friend," faid I, "are 
.. juft; but the enchantment that locked 
" up my faculties, is broke at once 
" by the force of your remonfi:rancc&; 
.. 1 this moment fhak off the irfdolen~e 
" with which you charge me, ana 
., ftand prepared for engaging in an'';' 
" enterprize, however p rilous, for 

" complifhing the object of my willies," . 'I 
" Liften then, OJ replied he, "to the' 

" fcheme which for this purpore I am 

" going to communicate to thee. 
• 

" I told Selima to- y, that as {he 

" a peared to have n unfunnountable 
.. av rnon to th Sophy, and had. no 
" profp~ of ever ing united to 

"R di, I ho {be o~ forgive 
" me, if I tlX>k the liberty to recom-
, mend a fri nd of mine to he 



R H E 0 J. 

" a lover, ho 
, with her char 

" his life to effi 

• 
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" ly acquaint the Sophy of my intended 
" treachery, who w0t'ld not fail to in

" fiiet the punifument due to fuch infi

"delity. She added, that as I knew 

" her heart was irrevocabJy attache~ 

" to you, it was intolerable prefump- ~. 
/ 

" tion and infolence in me to propofe 
" to her another lover; then a{fuming • 

" a fevere and menacing air, " Be gone," 51 
" faid {be, " this moment from my pr -
"fence unworthy as thou art either 
, of my confidence or efieem, and 

"take care never to mention thy 
U fri nd to me alovet;t if thou wUheft 
" to avoid the efteet of my refentment 
u and r ven~.'· 

" Tho~gh lapp ar d to be greatly 
Col abaO;ed an difconcerted by the fc ve
, city of this reb.uke, and immediately 

'~ left her apartment, I determined t 

~ profecute 



" profecutc my you arc 
the perfon hom I intend to intro

" duce to her a lover, I pea 
" th t you will aa your part properly: 
" fince the 'nravel1ing of the plot ill 
". prod\:Jc the moft agreeabJ dec -
~ rion to Selima, hich fh ev r ex

" perienced, I hope I fhall be ft.rgiven 

) ." by you both for lling a little inno,'n c nt artifi in the conduct of it." 

" s I anticipated in my imagina
, cion th mutual raptures which 

• " would the confequence of the 
" elucidation 0 the plot, I ent red 
" eagerly into' it, and promifed that I 
" ivould aa my part to his facisf: c
"tion, firing he would ac • aint me 
-c, in what manner he propo ed I t'hould 
" perform it. "Within hours," faid 
., he ,. hen it is dark, I will fend yo - , 

" afuie 
• 
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,~ a fuit of doaths bdonging to one 
'4 of the eunuc~ carefully packed up. 
" which you will put ~n, remembering 
" to bring your own, packed up in the 
" fame manner, under your arm, and , . 
" come without fear to the gate f 
u he palace: your difguife will i 
" pofe upon the guards, and pro
" cure your admiffion. As foon as 1 
"perceive you :lpproaching, I will 
'" call upon you by the name of fome 
" of the eunuchs, deliring you to 
"' quick n your pace, a if yo lr at
u tendance were immediately wanted, 

and h "ing follow e into a room 
adjoining to the apartment of ,Se
lima, I will furnifh you with ano-

• , mer fui, in hich ou are to a~ 
c, peQ' be re th nchantrefs of your 

foul ,,'r..h regard to the other cic-
"cumftanc you may leave them to 

~mc: 
. .' 



" me toman~ 
" cies may require . 

• 
me there inftruc. 



• 

Obeyd with a mixed emotion P\ 
4( ho~, fear, and jo~, 1 at obit ar
" rived at an apartment adjoining to 

" dle one that 1 was told was polfeoed 

" by Selima. On entering this lapart
" ment, Obeyd poiflted out to rot i 
4' .eDit of cloath~, which, from the 6ne-

&,"nefs of the ycfturc and rkhnefs of 




