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· tbe Dedication. 
m yery {hart of the Age"of Nejlor, l/et' I 
re liv'd to a third -Generation or yo~ l:i9~te; , 
! by yoof Grace's Favour am admiq~d frill 
hoUI frpn). you by the, fame Tenure. 
I am noe in.enough to boafi that I have 
~rv' d tHe Va\ "le of (0 IUufrrious a Line; but 
r Fortune is the greflter, that for three .... De
tl\:S rheyhaveoeen pleas'd to dill:inguiih m}i'Po- ' 
s from thefe of other Men; and have accord
;ly made me their peculiar Care. May it be per
ered me to lay, That as your Grandfather and 
her were cheriih'd and adorn'd with Ho~ 
llrs. by twO (ucceffive Monarchs,- (0 I bave 
:n efreem'd, and patronis'd, by the Grand
ler, the FatheJ; ; ,and the Son, deCcended 
tn one of the moil: Ancient, molt Con(}?: 
IUS, and moll: DeCerving Families in Europe. 
'Tis true, .that by delaying the Payment of 
bft Fine, when it was due by your Grace's ' 

:effion to the Titles and Patrimonies of r 

Ir Haufe, I may feem, in rigour of Law, to . 
'e made' a Forfer'lure of my Claim, yet my. 
rt has always been devoted to your S rvice: ' 
~ fince 'you have b~en gracioufil pleas'd, by: .. 
~ PermdIion ~f this Addrd; to accept !hc 



fJbe Dedication . 
. Tender of my Duty, 'tis not yet tpO late to lay 
.thefe poems at your Feet. .. 
, e~e World is fenGble that 1{ou 'W"orthily 
[uceeed,13 not only to the Honour of rour An
cellor, but a1fo , to ,their Virtues. The 
Chain of Magnanimity, Courage ."C£a{inefs 
Accefs, and deftre of doing t; , even tOlhe 
Prejudice of your Fortune, is.fo far frQ1U be1~ 
broken in your Grace; that" the) precious Metal 
yet runs pure to the newefi Link of it : ""hich 
} .will not call the lafi, becaufe I hope and pray, 
it may defcend to late Pofrerity: And your 
flourifhing Youth, and that of your excellent 
DU,tchefs, are happy .Omens of my Willi. " 

'Tis ohf~rv' d by Lirvy ana by others, -Th~t 
fome of the noblefi: Roman Families retain'd a 
Refemblance of their Arke1try, not only in 
m.'~ .Shapes and Features, but alfo In their 

, Manners, their Qualities, and the difiinguiQ.\-, 
ing CharaCters of their Minds: . Some Lines 

. were noted for a nero, rigid Virtue, falvage, 
',haughty, parcimonious and unp,op.9Jar: Other~ 
. were more fweet, and affable;' t ire:of a mor~ 
~lliant l?fllle, hUll;lb~e, cour-ceous;' and ' ob.liging»; 
th~dio~ of-doing charitable· Offices., and dif-
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· ellitation. 
live of the Goods which they ",njoy' d. The ' 

aft of there is the 'proper and indelible ella
aCl:er of yom: Grace's Family; ' God AIrnighlt, 
as end"u'(i you with a Softnefs) a Benelicet'ke, , 

an attra6tive Behaviour ,winning on the PIearts 
f others; ('~~p fo fenGble of their Mi(ery, that 

the<Wound!~f\Lt;:ortune kern not inflicted on 
tlfeftl, but 011 yo\ir Jelf. You are fo ready to, 

redtefs, that yr1j almofi: prevent their Withes, 
and always exceed :their ExpeCtations: As if 
what was yours, was 'not your ow11, a{ld 
not given you to po[feCs, but to befi:ow on 
wanting Merit. But this is a T opick which t 
rnufl: caft in Shades, lefl: I offend your Mbdefry, 

hich ' is [0 far from being oll:entatious of the , 
Good you do, that it blufhes even to have it 
known: And therefore I Itmfr leave you to 
the Sati~fa6l:ion and Tefiimony of your ~ _ tC, 
Confcience, which though it be a Glellt Pat1e-'· 
gyrick, is yet the bell:. 

You are fo aGe of AcceG, that Popficolt4 
.as not more, wh fe Doors were open; d 0n the , 
OutGde to fave th~ People even the COl11n1on \ 

"ivility of asking E'ntrance; where all were ~7 
QUll1y admitted; where nothing that ~so~e~~ 



f 

-. [onable ~as deny'd; where Misfortune ~s a 
powerful ... Recomtnendation, and where (I can 

: carce orb'e r Caying). that Want it ~lf 'f/ a 
. . powerful Metliat6r, and was next to Merit. 

T e Hillary of Peru affures us, That their 
r Inca's above 'all their Titles, efreem',d ' th~t the. 
1 highefi, which caU'd hem Lovewil:.the Poor· 
~ A Name m?re glorious, than ~e Felix, PiwJ, 
I' ~nd AugujluJ of the Roman Emeerors; . which 
" w~re Epithets of Flattery, de[erv'd by few of 

them; and flat running in a Blood like the 
perpetual Gentlenefs, and inherent GObdnefs 
of the 0 R M 0 N D Family . . 

" Gold, as it is the pureft, [0 it is the fofielt, 
;' and mofl: duCtile of all Metals: Iron,. which 
.~ is the hardefi:, gathers Rufr, corrodes i s 'felf; 
,'·a is herefore [ubjeCt to C eruption: I t was 
. .. never jntended for Coins and Medals, or to 
· e~r the Faces and Infcriptions of the Gr~at. 
:hqdeed 'tis fit for Armour, to bear off Infults, 

· nd pre{er~e the Wearer in the Day of Batte! : 
.: . But the Danger once repell'd, 'cis laid afide by r he Brave, as a Garmen.t, toO rough for civil 
· . ,.' . nverfation; a neceffary Guard in ". ar, bat 
.'.'£ o.h £h and cumherCome ill :Peace, and ~hich 
· ·k.eeps off the 'mbraces of a more human Life, 



For this Rea(on, my Lord, tbough you have 
Courage in a heroical Degree, yet ~ afcribe it 
to you,c but as your fecond Attri~ute: I Mercy, 
Beneficence, and Compaffion, claim Prece
denc.:e, as they are lid!: in the divine Nature. 
An intrtpi9 Courage" which is inherent in your · 

c Grace, i~l,(~efl: but a Holiday-kind of Virtue, 
-.. be feldom 's:xercis'd, and never but in Cafes 
QfNecellity: Affability, Mildnefs, TenderneLS, 
and a Word: which I would fain bring back 
to ics origin 1 Signification of Vir,cue, I mean , 
Good-Natlire, are of daily ure: They are the 
Bread of Mankind, and Staff of Life: Nei.;' 
ther Sighs, Bor Tears, nor Groans, nor Cur
fes of the vanquith'd, follow Ads of Compa{: 
{ion, and of Charity: But a Gncere Plea(ure. 
and erenity of ~vfind, in him who perfQ:',ns 
an Action of Mercy, which cannot fQifer the 
Misfortunes of another, without redrefs; leafi: 
the fhould bring a kind of Contagion along, 
'With tnem, and pollute the Happinefs which 
he enJoys. . 

Yet {ince the peryerfe Tempers of Mankind, 
Jnee Oppreffion on one {ide, and Ambition 

on the other, are fometimes the 



OCcalions of War; that Courage, that Mag
nanimity, and, Refolution, which is born with 
you, cannot be toO much commendod:, And 
here it · grieves dle tnat I am fcanted in the Plea. 
ure of -dwelling on many of your ACliops: 

~ But a.1~lop-(#. TprZa.~ i an Expreffion wPic.41 Tully 
ofteo. ufes, when he would de wh:n e dares 
not, and fears ;the Cenfure of the~omanJ. 

. I have £Ometimes been forc'd to,)amp}ify on 
~ others; but here, where the Subjetl: is fa fruit
hil, that the Harvefl: overcomes the . Re~per, I 
am fhorren'd by my Chain, and can only fee' 
what is forbidden me to reach: Since it is not 
permitted Ine to commend you, ac~ording ~o 
the extent 'of my Willies, and much leiS is it 
·in my Power, to make my Commendations e-
. ua ) '~d yoqr 1yferits. . 

.. '. Yet in .this F.rugality of your Praiies, there are 
fome Things which I cannot omit, without de· ' 
tracHng fto~ your CharaCter. You have fo 
form'd YOllr own Education, ' as enables you 
'0 pay the ' Debt you owe your COtmtry; or 
more' pro crly fi eaking, hoth your Countries:, 
~I:~a:u e 0 were born; I may almoft fay in 
Purple:. ~ the .' a!l:le of Dublin, ~hen your 



Gr n f. ther was Lord-Lieutenant, nd ave 
{ince been bred in the Court of England. , 

., If.,th~s Addrefs had been it1l Verfe, 1 mig~ 
havecall'd you as ClauJian c lIs Mercury, N14!_ 
~n C07ntflime, Gemi1lo facie'H c.ommerr:ia mundh.. 

The ~tter to fatisfie this double Obligation 
you h'R'Ve ,1 ly cultivated the Genius YOll have ~ 
to A~ms, tliat when the Service of Britain or Ire- ) 
taiuliliall feqaire your Courage, and your Con- . I 
. duCt, you may exert them bOth to the Benefit I 
of ~ithe.r . COUOtly • You began in the Cabinet I 
what yo~ afterwards pra6hs' d in the Camp; } 
and thus both Lucullus. and Cd!far {to omit a 
crowd of fhining Romans) forrp ~d themfeiv.es.to 
the War by the Study of Hifl:ory; and by tn 
Examples of the greatefl: C'aptains, both o· 

. Greece and ltraly, before their t,llne. /~ l;am 
tho(e two Commanders in partfcular, bocau~ 
hey were better read in Chronicle t~an any 

of the RemRn Leaders; and that LucuUus in pafti . 
cular)havingonlytheTbeoryof . arfrDlI\ oaks, 
wasth t fit, without Practice, 0 be fc nt iut 
the .Fi ld, 19adl'lLil: roe mo!l; formidable Ene 
f Rome. Tuttfy indeed was call' the roe 

Con[u in dcri{}on; but then he VI s _1ot bor . 
~ SoIdie~; His Bead was tQrp'd another ''Wan 



7"be Dedication.· 
When he read the TaB:icks he was thinki1!g 
on the Bar, ~hich was his Field of Battel. The 
~nowledge of ~ arfi re is thrown a w?j .on a 
General· who dares not lnake ufe of wlltit he 
knd~S. -I commend it only in a Man of 
Courage and Refolution; i~ him it w.ip'dired: 
his Marcial Spirit; and reach him d1e ., ,'ay t 
the bell: Vi&ories1 which are chofe t at are leafl: • 

. bloody, antl \'qhtch thtf atchiev'd by, the H nd, . 
, ate ll1anag'd by the Head. Science diftinguifhes 

Mnn of Hot1~ur from one of thofe A thletick 
/' 

BrUt~s wh6m undeferv.edly we c~ll H eroes. 
Curs'd be the]? et, who fitft honoue d with that 
N arne a meer (1j a J(, a Man-killing . deot. The U - , 

'.Iyffes ofoCZlid upbtjids his Ignorahce, that he LIll-

o d~r;fl:.~oJ not the Sbi~ld for which he plea a: 
'The~o was engt~Vell on it, P!:U1S· of Cities, and . 
··Mapsof Coltntries, which -Ajax cou~d not com ... 

: preh nd, 5utlook't1 on. them .as fiLipi4ly as his 
. Fellow-Bean the Lion. Bilton theot er Gde,youl: 
Gr·3<::e has giv~,n yo t felf the Education of his 
Rival; you h, ve_ftlldie~ e~ry Spa of Ground in 
"flrlnaerr, which for th k r. YelfS pall: has 
b eb th.e Sc ne of natt 'Is and bf iegc$. No 
wonde'r f10u J1ert m'd yout P.utwithfuchAp
pIa ( ~ on a Thea~er hi~h Y?llllndedl:ood Co well, 



If I deGgn'd this fo( a Poetical Encomium, 
it were caGe to enlarge on fo c<?pjous a SubjeCt; . 
But oorrfinin& my felf ~o ~he 5:verity of Tn~t~, 

,and to what )s' becommg me to fay, ·1 mull: 
not only pafs over many Infiances ofoyour Mi
litary 'S~i l1, bu.t alfo thofe of yqur affiduous 

. Diligeh.:e' in the War; and of your Perfonal 
- Bravery, attended , with an ardent Thidl: of 
o lionour; ~. long Train ofGeneroGty; Profufe~ 

nefs of doing Good; a Soul . unfatisfy'd ' with 
all it has done; and an unextinguifn'd DeGre 
of doing more. But all this ' is Matter for your 
own Hifiorians; I am, 'as ·17irgil fays, SEati~s , 
txcluJus iniquis. . . 

Yet not to be wholly Glent of all your Cha
r· rities, I mull: ll:ay a little on on~ A(J:ion, which 

. preferr'd the R~lief of Others, to the Con0dera .. 
tion bf you~ sd£ When, in the Bittel pf Linden, ~ 
your Heat pf Courage (a Fault only, pardonao e 
to your Youth) had tran[P9rted you~foJ~r ,be- . 
fore your Friends; th~t ther'wer~ unable'( ' fol: . 
low, much lefs to fuccout you; 'wh~n you 
were not only dangerollfiy, hut il' all appearance 
mortally ~.ounded, . whe~ in that defpetatc 
Condition YOQ were made Pri[one~, £h.d carried 

, . 



%e Dedication. . 
to Ndmur, at that time in Poifeffion of the . . . 

. French; then it .was~ my Lord, that YOlf took 
a conGd~rable Part of what was remitted to you 

. of your own Revenues, and as a mell}orable 
Infiance of your Heroick Charity, {'lit ,it into 
the Hands of Count Guifcard, wh~ watGover ... 

, nor 'of the Place, to be difiributed ctmong ypur 
t Fellow-Pri[oners. The French Cf)mmander,,· 

charm'd wifh the Greatnefs of your Soul, ac
cordingly conlign'd it to the Ufe for which it 
was intended by tIre Donor: By which means 
the Lives of fo many rniferable ?vien were fav'd, 

~ and a comfortable Provilion made for thei~ 
Sublifiance, w~o had otherwife perifh'd, had 
not you been the Companion qf their Misfor-

• tune: or rather rent by Providence, like ano
ther Jofepl1, to keep out Famine from invading 
thofe, whon1 in Humility you call'd your Bre
thren. How happy was it for thofe po r Crea
tures, tha~ your Grace was made their Fellow .... 
Sufferer? And how glorious for You, that 
you chofe to ~-ant rather than not relieve the 
Wants ofiot~ers? The Heathen Poet, in com
mending the Charity of Dido to the Trojans, 
{~ke like a ChrHUan: NOfl ilftnara mali mifiris, _ . * b'· 

e . • 
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crhe Dedication. 
All Men~ even thole of a dif

krent riteJ it, and C011tr,.ary J1~inciples, mull: 
praife this Action, as the moG: emipent for 
Piuty, • nOt ollIy in this degenerate Age, but al. 
mo il1 t> any of the former; when Men were 
n1ade de mefjore [uto j when Examples of Cna
rOry, re frequent, and when there :vier~ in 
being, Ttu.;ri pylcherrima prolu, Magn~nimi 
Heroes nati melioril1us annis. No Envy can 
detraCt fro this; i.t will )hine in Hilt ry; and 
like Swans, grow whiter the longer it endures': 
And the name of 0 R M 0 N D will be n10re 
celebrated in his Captivity, than in his great-
fr Triumph . ~ 

ut aH Attipns of your Grace are ofa p!ece; 
a Waters keop the Tenout of their Fountai.os : . 
your ConlpalIion is g oeml, and ha~ '.the fame 
EffeCt as well 011 Enemies as Friends. 'Tis 
[0 much in your Nature to do Good, (htl ', 

your L Ie is but Oll.e continued A~ of.Flac~ g 
Benefits on 1 any; as the Sun is alw.ays c;ar
rying his Light .tG· fome Part or other of th~ 
World: And ere it not that Y0'tf RearOD 
guides ydU where to' give, I might ealmoLt 
fay that .you could not hdp\beftowiog mote, 

f 



, trIbe Dedication. 
, than is conGfiing 'wita the Fortune of a pri

vate Man, or·with the Will of any bu n 
Alexander. , ~ • 

Wha( Wonder is it then, that being lx?m 
for a 'Blelling to Mankind, your. fi ~.d 
Death 'in that Engagem~nt, was f0 'enuaHy 

, lamented through the Nation? The Concelo .. 
I ment for it was as univerfal as the.LoG: ~nd. 

though the Gratitude might be counterfeit in 
fome, yet the, T QrS Qf ~ll . ~~re t:.eal: Where 

. every Man _ d~ploi' d his private Part' in that Cal. 
famity, and even. thofe who had not ~alled of 
your Favours, yet .,p).lilt 0 much on the Fame 
of your Beneficence, that they bemoan'd · the 
LoCs of their ExpeCl:ations. 

Tbis brought the untimely -Death of your 
• Great Father into freili remembrance; as if the 

fa,me Decree had pafs'd on two iliort fuccellive 
, Generations of the Virtuous; and 1 repeated 

to my felf the fame V ~rfes, which I had for
merly apply'd to him: 0flendu~t terris hune 

, tantum 1.'4,1 nee ultra, ejJe jinunt. But to the 
Joy not 0Rly of all good Men; but· of Mankind 
in generSJ, the unhappy Omen took not place. 
r ~u are fiilllivi~g t~ enjoy the B!e.£Iings and 



'IDe Demcotion· 
Applaure of all the Good you have performtd 
the P ayers of Multitudes whom you have ob 
lig'd, for yourlong Protperity; and that· you 
Power of doing generous. and charitable .A 
lhons, _may be as extended as your Will 
which :s by none more zealoufly delir'd thar. 
by : ' 



•• 
~""'IIIl J S with a Poet, as with a Man who.deugn. to 

build, and is very exa8:, as he ppofes, in caft
jng up the Coll: beforehand: -Hut, gen.etally 
fpeaking, he is miftaken in hi Account, and. 

reckons fuort of the'Expence he firft intended ~ He alters 
his Mind as the Work proceeds, and will have this or 
that Convenience more, of which he had not thought 
'w hen he began. So has. it hapned to me; I have built a 
Ho~fe, where I intended but a Lodge: Yet with better 
Succefs than a certain Nobleman, who beginning with a 
D ~-kennc), never liv'd to finifh the Palace he had can . 
triv d. 

From rranflating the Firft of Hom~r's Wads (which I 
intended ~s an Effay to the whole Work) I proceeded to 
the T.ranflation of the Twelfrh Book f Ovid's MetatlJor-

• phofes, becaufe it contain~, among other Things, the 
Caufes, the Beginning, and Ending, of the T"ja1J War: 
Here I ought in rcafon to hay ftopp'd; but the Speeches 
of Ajax and ULyffes lying next in my way, I could not balk 
'em. When 1 had compafi'd them, I was [0 taken iell 
the former Part of the Fifreenth Book, (which is the Ma
llcr- ieee of the hole Met.morpb()[es) that I enjoin'd my 
fclf t e plea~ Task of rei 'iring it iotoEnglifb. And now 
I found, by t'be Number of my Verfes, that [hey began to 
fw into Itt e Volume; which gave me an OccafioD 
of l<iokin ac ard 011 fome Beauties of my Author, in 
bis form Book' There occtJrr'd to me [be Hunting of 
tbe Boar. CfttyrilS a MJ,rha, the ~ood-natur'd Story of 
11. and Phi/lmcm, with the reft w hie I hope Ihave mnr. 

cd dofcl, enough/and given them the f,1me Turn of V ~rfc . . • • 



which they haa in the Original I "n.d tliis I may ray with· 
out vanity, is not th~ alent of '(:very Po~t: fie who' ha:$ 
aniv'd the neareft to it, is the Ingeniqu5 and l,.earned 
,f,4ndys, the bel\ Verfifier of the former Age; if I may 
pr&perl}'catl it ~y tha~ Name, whic~ w~s the former Part. 
ohlli con lading Cen ury. F~r lfJenc r and Fairfax both 
fIourifu'd in the Reign of Queen Eliubeth: Qreat Mi
fiers in our Language; ami who faw much farther into 

;;) the Bealf ies of our Numbers, than thofe whe immediate- , 
1Y fol~()wed tqem. M,iltlJn was [,he Poetical, So of SPtIfl
c,r, and N".J.r. Tf!.~/le~ of l!ai.rfax; for we hav~ our 'l..:ineal ' 
»ercen~s a~ Cians, as w~ll as oth.e~ Fa91jlie5: Spencer 
morc"thilO ot),ce infin9ac~s, th,at thl! Soul of Chaucer was 
'tfa.osfvs'd into"his Body; a,nd th.at he was begotten by 
l'11m 'fwo huqdr~d Years afre~ his De~eare. Milton has 
acknQw)edg'd to me, thanS'p~ncer w:as' his Original; and 
ma':y be~des my felf have heard our famoQs Waller own, 
~hat he d~l;1v'd the Harmooy of his Numbers . from the 
Godfrey of Bu/Joig'!, which was turn'd into $nglifh b¥ 
Mr. Ft:irfax,. But to return: Hav.ing done with Ovid for 
this time, it came into my mind,~tbat our old Englifh Poet 
Chau.cer in IRany ThiQgs_ refembled him, and that wiclt no 
difadvantage on the Side of the Modern Author, as ~ , 
4lall endt;avour to prove when 1 compare them: A~d as. j, , 
am, nnd always have been, fiudious fO prQll)ote the Ho
nour of my ative Couptry, fo 1 fopn refolv'd to put 
their Merits to the Tri~l, by turning fome of the Canter
h.ury Tale if)to oqr Language, as it is now refin'd: Fa 
by this M!!alls Qotll tbe [->0 rS being,fct in the faple Light, 
anddreu 'J in the tame f:nglifo E:labi Story to be con -
par'd with Story, a cer i Jp~gm~nt may be made be
r,wixt toem, by the keader, withou,t'ob r~ing QlY Opi
Ilion on him: Or if I feclll Rar,tial to my Country.m_n, 
and Predeceifor in the r,;aurel; the Friends of Antiquity 
are not few: An~ befides many of the L~arn'" Ovid has 
almoft all th Beflfl~ and.the whole Fair Sex, liis declar'd 
Pap-ons. 1?Q"h~p$ I have- alfl.\m'd fOp1~w,h~t more to my 
{elf than theyaUow mc; becaufel have adventur'd toc. 
Itp th~ Evidence:: But the Readers are the Jury i and ~ 



Privilege remains endre to decide according to theMetitt 
of the Caure: Or, if they pkafe to tiring it to ~Dother Hear
ing. before fome OtherCourt. In the mean time, to CoUew 
the ThrNd of my, Qifcourfe, (as :Thoughts, according to ~. 
1fob"~, havealway,fomeConnexion)fo fi'om clJauter I Wit 
Jed to thi()k ooB"cclee, W 0 was not only his C6ntempora
ry. but alfQ purfu'd the fame Studies; wrote Novels in Prore, 
and many Works in Verfe ; particularly is faid to have in
vented the Octave Rhyme, or Stanza ofEight~it~s, which 
ever l'ince has been mainrain'd by the Practice or aU kalia,. 
W rirers, 'Who 'are; or at leaf! affume the TV1e otHI1oick Pt. 
ets: He and Chauctr, among.other, Things, bad this in com .. 
mon, thatthey retin'd their Mother Tongues; but with this 
Difference, that D,,'U6 had begun to file lbeirLanguage" 
at'leaft in Verre, before the timeof BOCCRC, who likewifc n: '. 
6ei~) d'no little help from his Mailer Pe.trll'fch • But the Refor .. 
mation of dicir ProCe was wholly. owing to Boccate him
[df; who is yet the Standard of Purity in the It" .. 

~ Jian ' Tongue; though many of his Phntfes are become 
obfolete, as in proee[s of Time itmuft needs happen. €haute, 
(as you have formerly been told by our learned Mr. Rhymer) 
firft adorn'd 'and 'IlmplHied our Harren Tdn~uefrom the Pro. 
v6l1MlJ, which was then the moft polifh d of all tb~ Mo
dern ~anguagl!!: ~~t this S~bjea has !teen copioufly treat
ed by that great CntlOk, who deferves no little Commenda-

• tion from USollis Countrymen. For there Rea[ons ofTiri:i~ and 
Refemblancc: of Genius, in Challcer ahd BoccacI, I refolv'd to 
join them in myprefent Work; towhicbI haveaddedfQmc 
Original Papers of my own; which whether th~ arc equal 
or inferior to my other Poems, an Author is the moft im
proper 1 udge; and thorofore I leave them wholly to the Mer-

. c1 of the Reader; 1 will h pc the beft, tbat they will not 
be ·condemn'd; but if tbey iHou~d, I have the EXGufe of 
an old Gentleman, tV ho mounting on Horfeback before fome 
Ladies, W~D 1 was prerent,gotup fomewbat heavily, but de
m'd of the fair Spetlaton, that they wouldcoun.t Fourfcore 
and eight before theYei.udg'd him. By the Mercy of God, ( 
.. aJreadycome within twenty Years of his Numbell", a 

'ppJe in my Limbs,but what Dccaysnrein my Mind. the 
Reader mutt dete.rmipf. ! th!n1t my fel~ as vigorous as ever 

. . . . 



in the Fac:ultics'ofmy Soul, excepting only my Memory; 
hich is not impair'd to 'lny great degree; 'and 'if I lore 

not more of it, I have no great e<don to complain. 
What Judgment I had, increafes rather than dim,iniihes ; 
and'Thdi1gfits, fuch as they are, come (Irowding in fo faft 
upon me, tbat my only Difficulty is to d ufe or to reject; to 
run them into V rfe, or to give them tbe other H,.rmony of 
frofe, I have 'fo long fiudy'd and pra6bs'd both, . that they 
are grow8'inf.o a Habit, and become famili rto me. (n fuorc, 
though I .may lawfully plead fome part of the old Gentle
manls Exebfe k yet I will re[erve it 'till 1 think rhave 
greater need, ana. ask no Grains of Allowance for the Faults 
of this my prefent Work, but thofe which are given of 
courfe to human Frailty. I will not trouble my Reader 
with the fuortnefs of Time 1n which I writ it; or the fe
veral Intervals of Sicknefs: They who think too well of 
their own Performances, are apt to bodl in their Prefaces 
how little Timetheir Works have coft them; and what 0-
tber Buunefs of more J mportance interfcr'd ; . But the Rca
der will be as apt to ask the ~eniQn, Why they allow'd 
'Dot a longer Time to m ke their Works more per~ a:? 
and hy they had fo defpicable an Opinion of tbeir Judges. 
as to t ruO: their indigefted Stuff upon them, as if tHey de:-
ferv'd no better. " 

With thi' Account of my prefent Undertaking, I' con
clude the firO: Part of this Difcoor[c: In tl1e fcrcond Part 
as at a fecond Sitting, though I alter not the Draught, I 
muft touch the {; me Features over again, and change the 
Dend-colouring of the Whole. In general I will only 
fay, tbat have written oothing which f~V'ours of Im
morality or Profanenefs; at Jeaft, I am not confcious to 
my felf of any fuch Inrentiqn. If there happC'.t1 to be 
found an irreverent Expreffion, or a Thought too wan
ton, they are crept int ' my Verfes through my Inadver
tency: If the Searchers find any in the Carg~~let them 
be ftav'd or forfeited, like Coun erbanded ~o6ds; at 
leaft, t their Authors be anfwer ble, fur them, as being 
but imported Merchaodife, and not of my own Nana
fadure. On the other Side, I have endeaTour'd to ch 

t . . 



) 

fuch FabJe!, l}oth Ancient and Modern, as contain in each 
of them feme in1hvCtive Moral, which I could prove by 
InduCtion. but the W ny is tedious; and they 1 ap fore
moft into (ight" without the Readers Troubl~ of 100 .. 
iog after them, I ~i(h . 1 could affirm with a fa G Con-
fcieoce, that I bad taken the fame Care in all my former 

. Writings;e for it mull be own'd, that furpofing Verfes 
are nev.er fo beautiful or pleaGng, yet if they cqptain a
ny thing ¥J hich' fuocks Re\i,gion, or Good Mat'ocrs, they 
are at. beft, what Horace fays of good Numbe~'wjthout 
good Senfe, I7erfus i'llopes rerum, rJUgttql1 canor£: Thu~ 
far, I hope, I am rlgnt in Court, without'renoonci'ng to 
my other Right o f Self-defence, ~here I have lieen 
wrongfully accus1d, nnd my Senre wire-drawn huo Blaf.. 
phemy or Bawdry, as it has ofr~n been by a religious 

, Lawyer, . in a late pleading againft the Stage; in which 
he mi~es Truth with FaHhood, nnd has not forgotten 
the old Rule, of calumniating ftrongly, that fomethittg 
Il1;J y rem:l.io. ' 

1 tefume the Thread of my Difcourfe with the firft of 
my TranDations. which was tbe Firft Iliad of Homer., 

, If it {hall pleafe God t<? give me longer Life, and mo
derate Health, my Intentions are to tranDate the whole 
Ilias; . provide~ frill, that I meet witt? thoie EncourJ1ge~ 

• !Dents from the Publick, which may enable me to proceed 
10 my Undertaking' with fome Chearfulnefs. And this 1 
dare affure (he World before.hand, that I have found by 
Trial, Homer a mofl: pleafing Task than Virgil, (though 
I fay not the TranOation will be lefs laborious.) For the 
Grecian is more according to my Genius, than the Latin 
Poet. In the Works of the two Authors we may read 

. their Mannen. nd naturall dinations, which are whol .. 
ly differen.c, J7ir~il was of a quiet. fedate. Temper; l!o
filer was viojent, Impetuous, and fun of Fire. Th,e chIef· 
Taledt of ,'f'gil was Propriety of Thoughts, and Ornl. 
rpent or Words: /l.il1ler \lI~ rapid in his Thoughts, and 
t()ok all the LibertitMi both of Numbers, and of Expref.. 
~ons, which his Lan~uage, and the Age in which ho 
lly'd, alIow'd him: Homer's rn~ention W:l mor copious 



Virgil's more confin·d: 50 that if Ho,.,. had not Jed the 
rway, it was not in Yirgil to have: begun Hcroick Po
etry: For, nothing can be more evident, than th~t the 
RImut" POCJIl is but the Second Part of the llias; a C(m
tinuation of the fame Story: And ~e Perfons already 
form'd: The Manners of A?neas, are thofe of HeBor fu:
peradded to thofe whtch Homer gave him. The Adven
tures of J//yJfei in th~ Odyifois, arc imitated in ,the firft 
Six BoOKS~ f)f Virgil~ JEnfis: ,And ,though the Accidents 
are not W (arne, (which would hav.e argu'd bim . of a 

. fervile copyin~, and total Barrenners of Invention) 'yet . 
the Seas were the Came, io which both the Heroes wan
der'd'; and Did() CaDnot be .deny'd to be the Poetical 
Daughter of Calypfo. The Six 1 [,t,er Books of,YirgU's Po
em, ~re tlle Four and twenty Iliad.r contracted: A Q':larrel oc
c:a~on'.d by a Lady, a Single Combate, Battels fought, 
and a Towtl beGeg'd. I fay not this in derog~tion to 
Yf'gil, oei~ller do I contradict aoy thing which I have 
formerly faid ' in his juft Praife: For his Epifodes arc al .. ' 
'molt wholly of his own Invention; and the Form which . 
he has given to the Telling, makes the Tale his ' own, 
even though tbe Original Story had been the fame. But 
this protes, however, that Homer taught Virgil to de
~n: Anlll if Invc'lltion be the firft Virtue of an Epick. 
Poct,then thelatin Poem can only be allow'd thefecond 
Place. Mr. llob~s, in the Preface ~o his own'bald Tranr
lation of the llias, (Sludying Poetry as he did Mathema
ticks, when it was too late) Mr. Hobbs, I fay, begins 
the PraiCe of ,HOffltr where he fhould have ended ir. He 
tells us, that the firft Beauty of an Epick Poem confifts 
in DiCtion, 'that is, in the Choice of Words, and Har
~ony of~umbers: Now, the W.ordl are the Colouring 
of ~he Wo,k, which in tbe Order of ~ature is 1aft to 

. be ~opfidcr'd. The' pe.6gn, the Difpofitiol\, the .Man--
laC ,and the Thoughts, are all before it: ~There any 
~f tllofe are wan~iDg or imperfeCl:, fo mus:h wants or is 
iiDperfe~ in the' Imitation of ~umlRl J..ifc j which is in 
~he very Definition of. Poem. : W oras indeed, like gla .. 

J~~~ G~f~~f~; ~fe ~~f ftffr ~caWie~ 1h~~ ar~re, ~p~ ~r~~~ 



· 
the Sight; but if the Draught be falfe or lame, the Figurei 
ill difpos'd, the ManHtts obfcure or ir1confiftenr, or tbe 
Thoughts llnn:\trira1, then the findl Colours are but I1awb .. 
ing, and the Piece is a beautiful Moofter at the be ft. N ei
tber Virgil' nor HPn3" were de6.cient in any oHh former 
Beautiesj.butin this Btl, which is Expreffion, the Roman Po,. 

"et is at leaa: equal to the Grecian, as I have faid elfewhere; 
fupplying the Poverty of his Language, by his Mufical Ear, 
and by his Diligence. But to return: Our tw,.o dreat P~ 
cts, being fo different in theit tempers, one Cholerick 
aDd Sanguine, the other Phlegmatick and"Melancholick; 
that which makes them excel in theirfever"l WaYII,is, thac 
each oftnem has follow'd his own natural Inclination, as'well 
in forming the DeGgn, as in the ExeCution ot it. The very 
fIeroes lh'ew their Authors: Acbilles is hot, impatient, re
vengeful, Impiler, ;raCT4ndUf, in,xorabilis, IIC", &c. ~"4al 
patient, confiderate, careful of his People, and merciful to 
his Enemies;\c ver fubmiffive to the Will of Heaven, tJUfI 
fata t ahunt· fetrabun/que, fequamur. I could pleafe my 
felf with enlarging on this Subje6t, but am forc'd to de
fer it to a fitter Time. Ftom all I have faid, I will only 
draw this Inference, That the Acrion of Fio1'!Jer being moro 
fun of Vigour than that of Virgil, according to th~ Tem
'per of the Writer, is of cQnfequence more pleaung to tho 

'" Reader. One warms you by Degrees; the other fets YOQ 
on fire all at on~e, and never intermits his H t. 'Tis 
t~e fame Difference which longin!14 makes betw.i,~t the 
-EffeCts of EJo<tllen<=~ in De.mnflben6.s, and Tul!y. One p r
[llades; the other comq1~nd . You never cool while yoq 
"read Hnwer, even not in th" Second Book, (a graceful 
f'lattery to his Countrymen;) but he hafteRs from the 
Ships, and concludes not that aook rill he has made you 
an Amends by be violent playing of a new Machin~. 
From thence he hurries on his Aaion with Variety of 
EV~nts, apj ends t[ in lefs Com~fs than Two Montbs. 
Thls Veb,mence ot hi~, I ~onfefs, is morel fuitable to ~y 
':(emper; an~ theJ'e~re I have tranfiated his Firft .Book 
with greater PleafiJre than any Part of Pirgil: But j~ Wi$ 

~9.t a Pleafure • .tl1out Pains: The C'ontin\\a\ A~_tay<w , 



or the Spirits.tmuft netd. be a WeakDing of any Confti.; 
tution, efpecialJy in Age; and many Paufci are required 
for Refrelhmcnt betwixt the Heats:; the I/i"d of its {elf 
being a third part longer tban all nrgil's Works to .. 
gether.. • 

This is what I thought needful in his Place to ~ay of 
BOther. I proceed to Ovid, and Chatll'tr; confidering the 
former only in relation to the latter . . With Ovid ended 
the GolOen Age of the Roman Tongue: From CLatlcer 
the Purity 'of the EngliJh TonguC! began.. The Manners 
of the Poets were not .unlike: Both of them were- weU. 
bred, well-n tlfr'd~ amorous, and Libertine, at leaft· in 
thei1; Writings, it may be alfo in their Lives. Their 
Studies were roe rame~ Philofophy, and Philology. Both 
of them were. knowing in Aftronomy. of which Ovid's 
:pooks of the Roman Fea{h, and Chttucer's T reatife of tlie 
.Aflrolabe, are fufficient Witndfes. But Chltucer was like
wife an Aftro]oger, as ~cre ptrgil, Horace, Perjiuf, and 
ManiJiuJ. Both writ with wonderful Facility and Clear .. 
nefs i neither were great Inventors: .For Ovid only copi
ed the IGrecian Fables; and moilof Chtfucer's Stories were 
taken from his Italian Contemporaries, or their Prede
ceff'ors; BoccaCI his Decameron was firft publHh·d s anel 
from thence our Englifhman has borrow'd many of his 
ClI.nterhury Tales : vYet that of PaJamon and .A.rcite was 

ritten in all probability by fome Italian Wit, in a for
mer Age; as 1 fuall prove hereafter: The Tale of Gr;-: 
'1>ild was the Invention of Petrttrch; by him fent to B')c
fll"; from whom it came to Chaucer : TTnilu{ andCr~!Jida 
was alfo written by 11 Lombard AQthor; but Qluch am .. 
pliSed by our EngJifh TranOator, as well as beautified; 
the Genius of ODr Countrymen ~n general being rather to 
jmprov~ an Invention, than to invent them(elvesj as i$ 
evident not only in .our Poetry, bQt in many of our Ma
llufaaures. I find I ~ave anticipated alrea and taken 
up from Bocc(tce before I come to him: But th~re is fo 
lDU~h lefs behind; and I ~m of the Temper of mo~ Kings, 
"DO 'l~ to he in Debt, are all fOf pfefent. Mony, no mat
l~f ~o\V ~hey pity \t ~fterw~ds: Betides., tlc Nat\lr~ of ~ , 



Preface is nnnbling = never wholty out of the Way. nor ie 
it. This I have learn'd from tbe PraClice of hond! MOil· 
tllig", aDd return at my pleafure to Ovid and Chaucer, of 
wbom I have little more to fay. Both of them built OD the 
J DventioDS of other Men. yet Ii nee Chaucer had Some
thing of his OWD, a9 The Wife of B4ths Tale, The Cock 
and the Fox, "Which ] have tranflated, and fome other, 

may juftly· give our CouDtrym:m the Precedence in that 
Part; fince I can remember nothing of Ovid whwh was I 

wholly his. Both of tbom underftood tbe Manners; UD
der which Name I comprehend the Pafiions, ~a, in a 
larger Senfe, tbe Defcriptions of PerroDs, nd their very 
Habits: For an Example, I fee Baucis and PhUerJ10~1 as fer
fecUy before me, . as if fame ancient Pa,iDta had drawn 
them; and all the Pilgrims in the Camerbury Tales, their 
Hp,mours, their Features, and the very Dre(S, as diftinCi
ly as if 1 had fupp'd with them at the Tabard in South. 
ffllrlc -: Yet evon there too the Figures of Chtflucer are 
much more lively, and fet in a better Light: Which 
~hough I have not time to prove; yet I appeal to the 
Reader, and am fure he will clear me from Partialjty. 
The Thoughts an<;l Words remain to be conftder'd, in 
the Comparifon of the two Poets; and 111 vr fav'd my 
felf one half of tbat Labour, by owning tIl t Ovid liv'd 
when the R011Jan Tongue was in its Nleridian; Ch4tJCer, 

"in the Daw9ing of our Language: Therefore that Part 
of the CompariCon frands not 00 an equal Foot, any more 
~han the Di£l:ion of E,mius and Ovid; or of Chaucer, 
and our preCent EtlgUIh. The Words are given up as a 
Poll not to be defend d in our Poet, bee fe he wanted 
the Modern Art of Fortifying. The Tboug11ts remain 
Jo be confider'd: And they are to be meafur'd only by 
their Propriety that is, as they flow more or lefs natu· 
rally from the Perf ODS defcrib'd, on fuch and fu h Occa
~ODS. Thr?Vulgar Judges" whi<:h are Nine Parts in 
Ten of 41f Nations, who call Conceits and Jingles Wit, 
who fee O'llid full of them, and Chaucer altogether with
out th~m, will thinIeme little lefs thall mad. for prefer,. 
ring the £nglifbnllm to the R9man; Yee, with their leave, 



I maft prilume to ray, thAt the ThiDgs they Admire are OhJy 
glittering Triflet, and [0 far from beibg Witty, tll1lt in ~ 
fcrious Poem they are naufeous, becaufe they a unnatutal, 
W ou'd any Man who is ready to die (dr Love, dercribe 
!lis Paffi.<m lik~ NtlrcifJul? Wou'd he think of i_ope", me .11 focit, and a Dozen more of fut!t Expreffions, pour'd 
on the Neck of one another, and Ggnifying ~ll the fame 
Thing? If this were Wit, was this a Time to be witty, 

hen he poor Wretch was in the Agony of Death? 
This is itlfi J ohn Littlewit in Bartholomew Ftlir, Who had 
a Concett (as e tells you) left .him in his Mifery; a mi
fcrable ConceIt. On there Occalions t~e Poet fuou'd 
endeavour to raife Pity : But inftead of this, Ovid is 
tickling y01l to laugh. Virgil never made ufe of fnch 
Machines, when~he was moving you to. commiferate the 
Death of Dodo : He would not deftroy what he was 
building. Chaucer makes .A.rcite violent in bis Love, and 
unjuft in the Purfuit of it: Yet when he came to die 
he made him think more reafonably: He repents' not oC 
his I."ove, for that had alter'q liis CharaCler; but ac-. 
knowledges the Injuftice of his Proceedings, and reGgo! 
Emilia to PII/amon. W hat would Ovid have done on 
this Oc:caGon ~ He would certainly have made ,Arcit, 

itty on his De th-bed. He had complain'd he was 
farther off from Pofl"effion, by being fo near, ~nd a thoo· 
fand fuch Boyifms, whicn Cbaucer rejeCted IbS below the 4 j 

Dignity of the SubjeCt. They who think other ire, 
would by the fame Reafon prefe Luca~ and Ovid to Hq"J" and J'lrgil, and MII'fiill/ to all Four of them. As fo 
the Turn of oras, in which Ovid pamcularlY excel ull 
Poets; theyare{( metimesa Fault, and fometimes a Beauty, as 
"'erare us'd properly or improperly;but in ftroflgPaffions al , 
wlys to be Ihunn'd,becauf~ Pawons are [erious, and will ad
mitno Playing. The Frmch haV'ea highValueforthcm; and 
J confers, the,>: are often what they call Delica~ w hen· they 
are introduc d with Jpdgment ; butCbllUc" writ with more 
Simplicity, and follow'd Nature wore dofely, than tQ 
~fe tbem. I have thus far, to the heft of my Kn()wledge~ 
been.an uprigbtJudge betwixt th~ Parties in Comr~ti~i~ 



medting with the DeGgn nor tbe DifpoGtion C)f it J 
the Ddign was not their ow~; and i~ the dif

of it they were equal. It remalm tbat 1 fay fome-
of Cha14CBr in part~cular. . 

In the firft place, As he is the Father of E1JgN/h Pcerry;
I bold him in thee fame Degree of Veneration as the 

-it'1!,(,Ullnl helli! Homer, or the Romans VirgU : He is a per
. Fountain of good Senfe; learn'd in all Sciences; 

therefore fpeaks properly on all SubjeCts: As h new 
tq fay, fo he know,s alfo when to leave off i a Con. 

LUI ... lI ...... which is pratl:is'd by few Writers, ~d fCk"cely by 
of the Ancients, e;r;cepting. Virgil and Horace. One 

our late great Poe~s is funk in his Reputation, becaufc 
cou'd never forgive nny Conceit which ·came in his 
• but [wept like a Drag-net. great and fmall. There 
plenty enough, but the pifues were ill foned; whole 

of Sweet-meats, for Boys and Women; but 
tIc of folid Meat, fo"t Men: All this proceeded not 

any want of Knowledge, but of J udgmcDt ; nei
ther did he want that in difcerning the Beauties and Faults 
of other Poets; but only indulg'o himfelf in the Luxury 
of Writing; and perhaps knew it \Vas n Fault, but hop'd 
the Reader would not find it. For this Reafon, though 
he mull: always be thought a great Poe~ he is no longer 
&tleem'd a good Writer: And for Ten Impreffions, which 
his Works have had in fo many fucceffive Years, yet at 
prefent a hundred Books are fcarcely purchns'd once a 
Twelvemonth: For, as my laft Lord Rochefttr [aid, tho' 
fomewhat profanely, Not being of God, .he coulli not f/a1l4. 

Chaelcer follow'd Nature every where ~ but was never 
fo bold to go beyond her: And there is a great Difference 
of being Pofta and nimu Poeta, if we may believe Catllliu.r, 
as much al betwixt a modeft Behaviour and AffeCtation. 
The Verfe o('Cb.-uceT, I co~fefs, is riot Harmonious to us; 
!>ot 'tis like ~~fe ~loquence.of one \V hom Tllcitll4 comme~ds, 
~t was aJiPII4 ifltw temporu accom",oaattll: They who hv'd 
with him, and fome tVne after him, thought it MuGcal ; 
and it continues fo eYen it;l our Judgment, if comp~r'd with 
~Jle Numbers of Lidgat6and GO'IPer, his Contemporari~ : 
t; • .' 4 • • J 



.q:: 'F :A C E. 
There is the rude Sweetnefs of a Sco cb Tune in it, which 
is natural and pleaftng, tho' not {perf ea:. 'Tis true, I 
cannot go fo far as ,he who publiili'd the laft Edition of 
him; for he would make us believe the Faulr is jn our 
Ears .. . and that there wer~ really Ten Syllables in a Verfe 
where we find but Nine: But thi!: Opinion is.not worth 
confuting; 'tis [0 grofs and obvious an.,.Errortt that com" 
mon Sen[e (which is aRule in every thing but Matters of 
Faithtiand Rev~lation) muft convince the Reader, th.at 
Equali~y of Numbers ;n every; Verfe which we call Heroich, 
was eit~ not known, or not always praCtis'd in Chll¥cer's 
Age. It were an eafte Matt'er to -produce [orne thoufands 
of .his Ver[es, .which are lame for want of half a Foot, and 
fometimes a <whole one, and' which no Pronunciation can 
make otherwife. We can only fay, that le liv'd in tho 
Infancy of our Poetry, and that nothing is brought to 
Perfeetion at the lirn. We muft be Children before we 
grow Men. There WllS an Enn;w, and in procefs. of Time 
aLuci/ius, and a Lucret;us; befqre V;rgit and Horace; even 
after Chaucer tl}ere was- a Spencer, a Harrington, :\ Ft#rfax, 
before W~Uer-and Denham were in being: And our Num
bers were in their Nonage till thefe laft appear'd. I need 
fay little of his Parentage, Life, and Fortunes: They are 
to be found at la~e in all the Editions of his Works. He 
was employ'd abroad, -nnd favour'd by Edward the Third 
Richard the Sec,ond, and Henry the Fourtb,~nd was Poe,t, 
as I fuppofe, to all Three of them. In Richard's Tim,c. 
1 doubt, he was a little dipt,in the ~ebellion of the Com
mons; and being Brother-in-law to John of Gaunt, i.t wa!l 
no wonder if he follow'd tbe Fortunes of that Family; 
anq was well with Henry the Fourth when he had depos'd 
bis Predeceffor. Neither is it to be adinir'd, that Henry, 
who was a wife as well as a valiant Prince, who c1airn'd by 
Succeffion, and was f~nfible that his Title was not found, 
but was rightfully in M(lrti.~, who had m:tricd the Heil" 
of Tork; it was not [0 ~:}ldmir'd, I fay, if tllaFgreat Pc:)
Ijtician iliould be pleas/tohavethe gr ateft Wit ofthofc 
Times in his Jnterelli, and to be the Trumpet of hi 
Fraifes. ' At4gufius ad given him the Example, by thQ' , 



11. B Ii' ACE. 
of k18c4nas, who recommended Pirgi/ and H(}'flfltl 

him; whofe Praifes help'd to make bim Popular while 
was alive, and after his D eath have made him Pr«ci
to Pofterity. As for the R eligion of our Poet, he 

to have fome little Byas tOWl\rds the OpinioOs of 
liff, after John 0 Gaunt his Patron; fomewhat of 

ch appea in the Tale of Piers Plowman : Yet l cannot 
arne .bim for inveighing fo fuarply againft the Vices of 

Clergy in hi.s Age :. Th,eir. Pride, their Amoltion, 
r Pomp, their Avance, their Woddly Inrere£l;, de

ferv'd tfie Ldhes which he gave them, bot~ in t at, and 
moft of his Canttrbury Ttlle/. : Neither has his Con

temporary Boccace fpar'd them. Yeti hoth thofe Poc!t, 
liv'd in much efteem, with good and holy eo in Or
ders: For the Scandal which is given by particular Priefts, 
refleCts not on the Sacrea FunCtion. Chauc'er's Monic, his 
Ch4non, and his Fryar, took not from the CharaCter of his 
Good parfan. A Satyrical Poet is the Check of the Lay
men, on had Priefts. Weare only to take care, that we 
involve not the Innocent witb the Guilty in the [arne 
Condemnation. The Good cannot be too much bonour'd, 
nor the Bad too coorfly us'd : For the Corruption of the 
Beft, be,comes tbe W orft. W hen a Clergy-man is whi pp'd, 
his Gown is firft taken off, by which t Dignity of his 
O rder is [ecur'd: If he be wrong uUy accus'd, he bas his 
ACtion of Sia er; a.nd 'tis at the Poet's Peril, if he trac[

rs the Law. ,But they wi Ii tell us, that all kind of Sa
tho' never· fo well deferv'd by particular Priefts, yet 

brings the whole Ord~r into Contempt. Is then the Peer
age of England any thing diDlOnour'd, when a Peer fuffers 
~or his Trea[on? If he be Jjbe11'd, or any ,?"ay defatn'd, 
he has his Scand41um Magnflte t11 to punith the Offender. 
They who 1.lCe this' kind of Argument, feem to be coo
feious to them lves of fomewhat which ·has deferv?d the 
Poet's Lalli nd at:e eiS concern'd for their Publiclc: Ca
pacity, th n for their Private: At leaft, there is Pride at 
the bottom' of their RQfoning. If the Faults of Men ia 
Orders are only to be judg'd among tbemfelves, tbey :,lre 
all in fome fort Parties ~ For, Lince they fay the Honour 



of their Order is concern'il in every Member of it, how 
can we be fure, that they will be impar~ial Judged How 
far I may be allow'd to 'peak my Opinion in tail Cafe, I 
know not: But 1 am fure a Difpute Of this Nature caus'd 
Mifcbief in abll,nqance betwixt a King of Eng/ana and an 
Archbilhop of Ca"t81bury; one fta6ding up f~r the Laws 
ef hi, Land, and tae other for the Honour (as he caU'd it) 
of God's Church; which ended in the Murther of the 
Prela:e, and in the whipping' of his Majefty frqm 'Poft 
to Pillar for his Penance. The Learn'd and Ingenious 
Dr. Drftke h:w fav'd me the Labour of inquiringtnto the 
Efteem and Reverence which the Prie.fts have had of old. 
aDd 1 would rather extend than diminiih any part of it ~ 
Yet I muff needs fay, that when a Prien provokes me 
without, any Occafion give.n him, I have no Reafon, ,un
lefs it be tbe Charity of a Ch'iftian, to forgive him: Pri/Jl' . 
l.pt is Jufti6cation fufJicient in the Civil Law. If I an-

~ fwer him in his own Language, Self-defence, 1 ~m fure, 
muft be allow'd me, and if 1 carry it farther, even to ~ 
fharp Recrimination, [omcwhat may be indulg'~ to Au

. man Frailty. Yet my Refentmcmt ha~ not wrought fo 
far, but that 1 have follow'd Cht1uur in his ChAracter of 
a Holy Man, and have enlarg'd on that Subject with fome 
Pieafure, re[erv0g to my folfthe Right, if I fhall think 
fit hereafter, to deCcri another fort of Priefis, fu£h as 
are more eafily to be found than the Goocil Parfon; fucll, 
as have given the laft Blow to Chriftillnity in this Age, 
by II. Practice [0 contrary to their Doctrine. But this will j 

keep cold till anotht;r time. In the mean while, I take ' 
up chaucer wh~re I left bim. He muft have been a Man& 
of a tnoft wOQderful comprehenfive Nature, becaufe as itJ 
baa been truly obferv'd of him, he has taken intl) tb 
Compafs of his Cant"bury Tales the various Manners aad! 
Humours (as we 'now call tbem) of the whole E",l;jh 
Nation, in his Age. Not a fiogle Cbarab;er haa efcap'd 
him. All his Pilgrims- are feverally difting ~Jh'd from 
~h other,; aod not only in their tnclin8tions, but in their 
very Phif!ognomies and Perfoll5. BflptiJlaPorttt couldDOt' 
lsavc.defcrib'd their Nat~$ better, t~ by the MarD 



which the Poet gives them. The Matter and Manner ef 
their Tales, and of their Telling, are fo fuited to their 
different Educations, Humou~s, and Callings, that each of 
tbem would be improper in any other Mouth. Even the 
grave and ferious CharaCters are diftinguifh' d by thei1\. [eve
ral forts of Gravity: Ifbeir Difcourfes are fuch as belong 
to theu: Age, their Calling, and their Breeding j fuch as 
'arc becoming of them, and of them only. Some of his 
Perfons are Vicious, and fome Vjrtuous; fome ar~ un
lcarn'd, or (as Chllucer calls t~em) Lewd, and [allle are 
Learn'd'. Even the Ribaldry of the ' Low Cha Cters is 
different : The Reeve, the Mill", and the ole, are feve
ral Men, and difting~(h'd from each othe , as much· as 
the mincing Lady Ptiorefs, and tbe broad~fi aking gap
tooth'd Wife of Blithe. But enough of this: There is 
fuch a Variety of Game fpringing up before me, that I 
am diftraCted in my Choice, and know not which to fol
low. 'Tis fufficient to fay according to the Proverb, that 
h ere is God's Plenty. We have our Fore-fathers and 

, Great Grand-.dames all before us, as they were in Cbauct,""s 
Days; their general Charaaers are full rcmai~ing in Man· , 
kind, and even in Engl.nd, tho' they are call'd by other 
N~mes than thofe of Ma1J"., and Fryarl, and Cbanonl1 
and Lady .A.bbefFe/, and Nuns .. For M-a~ind is ever the 
fame, and nothing loft out of Nat~re, tho' every thing is 
;tIter'd. May' have leave to dQ my [elf the Jufiice, (finee 
my Enemies will do me none, and are fo far from grant-
ing me to beag odPoet, that they will not allow me fo 
mpcb as to be a Chriftian, or a Moral Man) may I have 
eave, I fay, to inform my Reader, ~"at I have confin~d 

y. Choice to fuch Tales of CbaucIr, as f.wour nothing of 
• m fry. If (had defir' d more to pleafe than to inftruCt, 
~he lUnle, tbe Miller, the shipma"f the Merchant, the 
S¥11IWr, and above all, t~e Wife of Batb" in the Prologue to 
her Tale, WOlLrt! have procur'd me as many Friends and Rea.". 
dCrI,u th« are Be/IMZ. aodLadies ofPleafure in theTown. 
But ( will no more offend againft Good Manners: I am 
fenGble as Iought to t>e of die Scandal I have given by my 

fc Writings; aQd make what R.eparation I am able, by , 



this PUblick Acknowledgement. ] any thing of this Na
ture, or of Profanenefs, be crept into there Poems, I am 
fo far from defending it, that I d~fown it. Tatum hoc in
diaum volo. Chaucer makes another manner of Apedogy 
for his broad-fpeaking, and Boccilce makes the like? but 
I will follow neither f them. Our Couotry-,mao, in the 
end of his Chara6Cers, before the; Canterbury Tilles, thus 
excu~s the Ribaldry, which is very grors, in many of his 
Novels: , 

• cBut firfl, I prlty J~u, ~f you,r ct1u,rtefj, 
That -yc ,~e arrette it r~ought my vi/lr.my, 
.Though that I plainly Ipeale irJ this mattert 
To 'IOlien you her words, and eke ber chere : 
Ne though I !peale her words proper", . 
For tbis ye IenoriJen as well as I, 
1fIbo /hail teLlen Il tale after" man 
He m OlC rehearfe as nye, as ever H~ can t 
Everich word of it been in his ~harge, 
AU [peke he, never fo rudely, ne' l~rgei 
Or elfe he mote teJlm his 1'ale untrue, 
Or feine things, or find words neW: . 
He may not [pare, altfJo' he. were hi~ brother, 
He mote a! weJl fay () word as another. , . 
Chrift JPalee bimfelf full broad in holy Wri't, 
And well I wote no f/;l/a11J. is it. 
Eke Plato [Ilith, wbo fa can him rcdc, 
The words '1J()te been Couftn to tbe dBde. 

Yet if a Man fuould have cnquir'd of Boccace or of 
Cbau.ctr, what need they had of introducing fuch Chara
aers, where obfcene Words were proper in their ths, 
but very unaecent to be heard; J know not what A rwer 
they could have made: Jt'or that Reafon, fueh TalesfuaD 
be left untold by me.' . You have here aSktdme,~ of cha", 
CIr's Language, which is fo obfolete, tbat h~ Senfe is fcarce 
to be underftood; and you have likewife more than one 
Example of his unequal Numbers, which were mCl)tiQn'd 
before. Yet many of his Verfes conGa: of Ten SvUables, 
and the 'Y ords 110t much behind our pref< nt Englifh : I 

. , for 



I have almoftdonewith Chaucer, when I have anrwer'd 
fome Objc!Ctions relating to my prefent Work I find 
fome Peopl~ are offended that 1 have-turn'd there Tales 
into modern Engli/h; becaufe they think them uno.tOrthy 
of my Pains, and look on Ch"T4cer as a dry, old.fi1hian'd 
Wit, not worth receiving. r I have often hear he late 
E arl of Leicefler fay, that Mr. Cowley him~f was of that 
Opinion; who having read him oV~,r at my Lord's Re
quell, declar'd he had no Tafte ofhlm. 1 "are not ad
vance my Opinion againft the, Judgment of fo great an 
Author: But I think it fair, however, to leave the De
cilion to the Publick: Mr. Cowley was too modeft to fet 
up for a DiCl:ator; and being fhock'd perhaps with his 014 
Style, never examin'd into the depth of his good Senfe. 
Chaucer, I contefs, is a rough Diamond, and muft firO: be 
polifh'd ere he fhines. I deny not likewife, that living 
in our early Days of Poetry, he wrires not always of a 
piece; but fosnetimes mingles trivial Thing!, with thofe 
of greater Moment. Sometimes alfo, tho' not often, he 
runs riot, like OvM, and knows not when hee has raid enough. 

ut tbere arc JIlore great Wits, befides Chaucef<, whore auk 
is their Excefs of Conceits, and thqfe iJI forted. An Au
thor is not to write aU he can, bur only all he ought. Ha
ving obferv'd this Redundancy in Chaucer, (as it is ao ,aGe 
Matter for a Man of ordinary P rrs to find a Fault in on '" 
greater) I h~ve not ty'd my felf to a Litera) Tranflatio 
but have often omitted what I judg'd unnecefl'ary, or no 
of Dignity enou to appear 'n the Company 9f better 
Thoughts. I have prefum'd farther if) fome Places, and 
,added fomcwWllt of my own where I thougbt my Author 
was de6ci$E, and bad Dot given his Thoughts their true 
Luftre, for want of Words in the Beginning of our Lan
guage. And to this I Y1as the more embolden'd, bec4tJ(e (if. 
I may be permitted to fay it of my felf) I found 1 had a 

b 



Soul congenial tobi •• and that 1 had be~n converfattt in the 
fame Stuaies. Another Poet, in another .<\ge, m3Y taf.e the 
fame Liberty with my W rjt~ngs; if at lean lhey.live long 
enough (0 deferve CorreCtion. It was alfo neceltary fome
times to re(1:ore the Senfe of Chaucer, which Was Joft or 
manited in the Errors of the 1?re~: Let tbis ~xaOlpJe -
fuffice at pl'efeQt in the St ry of PaiamOll and 4rtite, where 
the Temple of Diana is defcrib'd, you find .hefe Verfes, I 

in al~the E.dition,s of our Author: . 

. . There [arJI J Dane tu,md unto a Tree, 
(AI me'lP not the Goddeft Diane, . 
But Venus Daughter, which that hight Dane. 

Whi<.h aftef. a little .confideration I knew was to be re:-
form'd into this Senfe, tbat Daphne the Oaughter of Pe"e~ 

. wa' t.urn'd into a 'tree, I durft not make thus bold with 
Ovid, left fome future Mi/bpurn lhould arife, aDd fay, 1 
vaned from my Authqr, becaufe I uDderftood him lIot. 

But tbere are other Judges who think I ought not to' 
have tranflated Chaucer into EtJgJifh, out of a _quite con
trary N otioo: They fupppfe there is a certain Veneratior. 
due tobis old Lan ttage; aDd tbat it is little lefs than Pro
fanation and Sacrilege to alter it. They are farthct of 0- . 
pinion, that fomewhat of his good Senfe will fuffer in 
dlis-Tr&nsfufioof and much of the Beauty of h; s Thoughts 
will infallibly be loft, which appear wjth more Grace in 
their old H bit. Of this Opinion was th'at cexcellent Per
fon, whom 1 mention'd, the lale Earl of Leicefler t who 
valu'd Cbl1l4cer 1\$ much as Mr. COfllley defpis'd him. My 
Lord di1fuaded me from this Attempr, (for I was tbiok~ 
ing of it fome Years before his Death} .and his Authority 
prevajl'd fo fa with me, as to defer" my Undertaking while 
he liv'd) jp deference to him: Yet my RearOD was not 
convinc'd with what. he urg'dagail)8: it. If the nrit End 
of a Writer be to be underftood, then his Langu~e 
grows obCOlete, his Thoughts mufl: grow 0 reure, muu* 
'fe1lllfiuntur qu~ nunc udder.; ,adintque IJU4. ",",c' ftmt in 
hon(lre 7)octJbula, Ii flol,t U{UI, quml pnws a,bitriHm '11 ($ 
j(U & ,norma loqlllfldi. Wben an ancient W~ml for its 



Sound and Significancy defervcs to be reviv'd, I have th t 
reafonablc Veneration for Antiquity, to reftore it. All be
yond this is Supcrftition. Words ue not like Land-marks, 
fo facred as never to .be femov'd : Cuftoms are chang'd, 
and even Statutes nre filemly repeal'd, when the ~earon 
ceafes for which rhey. were enafred. As for the ,other 
Part of {he Argument. that his Thoughts will lofe of 
their origin1f4 Beauty, by the 1 nnovation of Words; ill 
the firll: plnce, not only their ' Beauty, but their fk g is 
loft, where they are no longer undernood, whicp is the 
prefent.cafe. I grant, that romet-hing mull: be l~ in all 
TrAnsfufioo, that is, in all TrRnflati9ns, ut the Senfe 
will remain, which would otherwife be loft, or at Jefit 
be mllim'd, when it is fcarcc:intelligible; an4 that but to 
a few. How few are {here who can read Chaucer, fo as 
to underftand him perfeCtly? And if imperfc8:1y, tben 
with lefs Profit, and no Pleafure. 'Tis not for the Ufe 
of fome old Saxon Friends, that 1 have taken tbere Pains 
with him: Let them negleCt my Verfion, becaufe they 
have no need of it. I made it for their fakes who under
ftand Senfc and Poetry, as well as tbey; when that Poe
try and Senfe is put into Words which they underftand. 
I will go farther, and dRre to add, tJJat whitt Beauties 1 
lofe in fome Places, I give to others which had them not 

. originally ;... But in this I may be paTti. to my felf; let 
e Reader i~ge, .and I fubmic to his Deci6on. Yet ( 

think I hav,e juft OccaGon to complain of them, who be
ca e they underfiand ChaNcer, 1.Tould deprive the greater 
Part of their Countrymen of ,the fame Advantage, and 
hoord him up, "$ Mifers do their Grandam Gold, only 
to look on it themfelves, and hinder others from making 
ufe of it. In fum, 1 feriouily proteft, that no Man eyer 
had, or can have, a greater Veneration for Chaucer, tban 
my {elf. I hive tranflated (ome p rt of hi W orks, ~nly 
that I ~bt . rpetuate his Memory, or at leaft refreih ir, 
Ulongft lIlJ/AuDtrymea. If 1 bave altel"d him any where 
£or the better, 1 muft at tbe fame time ac.knowle~e, that 
could have done thh'8 without him: P"cile ~ft ;nvlntil 
Ji6u, is DO Fftt CommeodllliS)(J; and I ap;l not fo vain 

b ~ 



to think I have defcrv'd a greater. J will conclude ~hat 
I have to fay of him fingly, with this one Remark' A 
Lady of my Acquaintance, who keeps a kind of Corre
fpondence with fome Authors of tbe Fair Sex iJ;l France, 

. bas been infcH'm'd by them, that Mad'1'!Ioi[elJe de Scuder), 
who is as old as Sibyl, and infpir'<i.like her by the fame 
God of Poetry, is at this time tranflating Chaucer into 
modern French, From which I gather, that heilas been for
merly-tranflated into tbe old Proveflcal, (for how the fhould 
come tounderftand old Englifh 1 know not.) But the Mat
ter of ' Pace being true, it makes me think that there is 
(omething in ~t like Fatality; that after certain Periods of . 
Time, the Fame and Memory of Great Wits lhould be 
renew'd, a~Cbaucer ~s both in France' aod England. ' If 
this be wholly Cbance, 'tis extraordinary; and I dare not 
call it more, for fe~r of being tax'd with Superft:ition. 

Br;ccace comes laft to be cODfider'd, who livi{lg in the fame 
Age with chaucer, had the fame Genius, and follow'd the " 
fame Studies: Both writ Novels, and each of them cultiva
ted his Mother-Tongue: But the greateftRefembli\nce of 
our two Modern Authors being .in their familiar Style, 
and pleafing way of relating Comical Adventures, I may 

, pars it over, becaufe I have tranflated nothing from Boc
ctICe of that Nature. In the ferious Part of Poetry, the 
Advantage is wBolly on chaucer's Side; for tllo' the En-' , 
g/~'!:,"um has borrow'd many Tales from t e Italian, yM 
it appears, that thofe of 80ccace were not generally of his, 
own making, but taken from Authors of former Ages, 
and by him only modell'd : So that what there was of 
Invention in either of. them, may be judg'd equal. But 
d 'llucer has refln'd on Boccace, and has mended the Sto
ries which he has barrow'd, in his way of tellifig; though 
Prore allows more Liberty of Thought, and the Expreffi .. 
on is more eafie, , when unconfin'a by Numbers. Our 
Countryman carries Weight, and yet wins -he Race at do
advantage. I defire ndt the Reader lhould tl1k my Word; 
and therefore J will Cet two of their Difcourfes on the 
fame Sabjea, in the fame Light, of or dery Man to judge 
betwixt them. I trannaled Chllucer lirft, and amon.gft the 



reft, pitch'd on the Wife of,Blllh's Tale; not dari~~, as I 
have (aid, to adventure on her Prologue; becaufe tIS too 
licentious: There Cbm,cer introduces an 01:1 Woman of 
mean Parentage, whom a youthful Knight of noble Btopd 
was forc'd to marry, and confequently loath'd her: · The 
Crone being in bed \Vith him on the wedding Ni~ht, 
and finding bis Averlioo, endeavours to win his L\tfc¢1:ion 
by Reafon, and fpeaks a good Word for her [elf, (as who 
could blame her?) in hope" to mol1ifie the fullen Bride
groom. She takes her Topicks from the Benefits of Po
verty, fhe Advantages of old Age and Ugl~efs, ?he Va-
nity of Youth, and the lilly Pride of Anceftry and Titles 
without inherent Virtue, which is the true Nobility. 
When I had elos'd Chllucer, I return'd to ovm, and tran

I {lated fome more of his Fables; and by this time had fo far 
forgatten the Wife of Bath's Tale, that when I took up 
Bocl'ace, unawares I fell on the fame Argument of pre
ferring Virtue to Nobility of Blood, and Titles, in the 
Story of Sigifmonda; which I had certaiply avoided for 
theRefemblanceoftbe two Difc<ilurfes, if my Memory had 
n?t fail'd me. Let the Reader weigh them both; and 
if he thinks me partial to Chtztlcer, 'tis in him to right 
Boccace. , 
. I prefer in our Countryman, far above ,11 his other Seo 
ries, the N~le Poem of PaLtnJ01J and Arr:ite, which is of 
tYle Epique kiail, and perhaps not much inferior to the fliM 
or the .£nm: the Story is mor pleafing thlln either of 

, them. the Mannen as perfeCt, the DiCtion :\s poetical, the 
Leaming as deep and various; and the Difpofi,tion full as 
artful: only it includes a greater length of Time, as ta
king up feven Years at leafr; but Arijfotle has left undeci
ded the Duration of the ACtion; which yet is eafily reduc'd 
into the Compafi of a Year, by a Narration of what pre
eeeded the Re rn of Pa/amon to Arh(1Jf. 1 had ,thought 
for the Hono of OUt Nation, and more particularly for 
his, whofef1.lurel, lbo' unworthy, J have worn after him, 
that this Story \Vas of EngliJbGrowtt;, and Chlll$Cer's own: 
BlIt I was undeceiv'd b}: BOCCIICB; for cafually looking on 
fhc End of his feventh G;ornala, I fo pd Dion~o (und~f 
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which Name he {hadows himfelf> 'ilnd Filfmt'tttZ (who re .. 
prefents his Miftrefs, the natural Daughter of Robert King. 
of lltlpleJ) of whom thefe Words are (poiten. Dioneoe Fia
metta ~'''\n pezza eantarono infieme d' ,i,dta, B di Paltl,.,lonB: 
by wflich it appears that this Story \"I1S written.before the 
time of Bocctlce; but [he N nme of it~ Author he,iog wholly 
loft, Chaucer is now becom~ an Origi,?al; aoo I queftion . 
not btlt the Poem has rec lv'd many Beauties by paffing 
thr.ough his Noble Handi. Befides this Tale, there IS ant'>- 1 

ther of is own lnven ion, after he manner ot thefrovm-
I calls, ca1l'd 'R:Je Flower a"d the Leaf; with whiclJ I ''las 

fo particularly pleas'd, both for the Invention and the 
Moral; tbab 1 cannot hinder my felf from recommending 
.it to the Reader. ' 

As. a Corollary to this' Preface, in which I have done 
Jaftice to others, lowe fomewhat to my fe r· not ,thAt 
I think it worth my time to enter the Lifts with ohe 
M-, and one 8-, but barely to take notice, th:lt ruth 
Men there are whe have written fcurrilouflyagainft inC 
without any Provocation. M-, wno is in Orders, pre
tends amongft the reft this ~arrel to me, that I have fallen 
foul on Priefthood; if I have, 1 am only to ask Pa.rdon of 
gOJ>d Priefis, ilnd am afraid his Part of the Reparation will 
come to little. LC2t him be fatisfied that he fb:l1 not be able 
[0 force himfelf upon me for an Adverfary. 1[lcootemn him 
too much to enter into Competition with hl"m. His own 
Tranflations of Virgil have aor wer'd his Criticiftlls on mine: 
If (as they fay, he has declar'd in Prim) he prefers the 
Vertion of Ogi/by to mine, the World has made him the 
fame Complement: For 'tis agreed on all hands, that 
he write even below OgilbJ: That, yoo will fay, is not 
tafily to be done; but what cannot M- bring about? I 
am fatisfy'd however, .that while he and I live together~ -I 
fbalJ not be thought tbe wQrft Poet of th~ge. It looks 
as if I had defir'd him underhand towritefo III againftme! 
But upon my honeO: Word I have not brih'd him to do me 
this Service, and am wholly guildcfs of his Pamphlet. 'Tis 
true, I lhou1d be glad. if f could perfuafJe him to continue 
l1i~ good Offices, and write fuch anotber Critique on apy 



tbing of mine: For I ' find by Experience he h3s a great 
Stroke with the Reader, when he condemns any of my 
Poems, to make the World have a better Orinionof them. 
He has taken forrie Pains with my Puetr,.; but no body 
will be perfuaded to take tbe fame with hi9. If 1 mld ta
ken to the Church (a~ he affirms, but which wa never in 
my Thou8h.t~s) 11bould have had more Sen(e, if not more 
Grace, than to have turn'd roy felf out of my Benefice by 
writing Libels on [.\1y Parifuioners. But his Acco I t of 
my. Manners' and my Principles, arc of a Piece with Jlis 
Cavildod his Poetry: And fo I have done wit~ him revcr. 

As· for the City Bard, or Knight l'byfician, I heal" hi 
,~arrel to me 'is, that I was the Author of Abfalom rnd 
Achitopb,l, whic e thinks is a little hard·on his Fana-
tique Patrons in 'don. 

But I will deal the more civily with his two Poems, be
eaure nothing ill is to be fpoken o~ the Dead; And there
fore Peace be to the Manes of his Arthurs. I will only 
fay that it was not for this Noble Knightthat I d(,ew die 
Plan of an Epick Poem on King Arthur in my Preface to the 
Tranflarion of Juvenal. The Guardian Angels of King
doms were Machines too ponderous ~ r him to manage; 
and therefore he rejeeted them as Dares did the Whirl
bats of Eryr when they were thrown before him by E"re/~ 
Ius: Yet itom that Preface he plainly took his Hint: For 
Tle beg~n imlnediately upon the Story; tho' he had the 
Bafencis not to acknowledge his Benefaetor; but inftead of 
it, to traduce me in a Libel. 

11ball fay the lefs of Mr. Colli", becaufe in many Things 
he has tax 'd me juftly; and 1 have pleaded Guilty to all • 

.. Tbo~ghts Qnd Expreffions of mine, which can be truly 
Slr~'d of Obfcenity, Profancoefs, or Immorality; and re
traa them. If he be my !;.nemy, let him triumph; if he be 
my Frie~4. as !t lravegiven him no Perfonal Occafion to be 
othenvife, h will be glad of my Repentance. It becomes 
me not t<JllC!raw my Pen in the Defence of a bad Caufe, 
when I have fo often dr:lwnit for a'good one. Yetic were 
not aifficult to prove, th~t in many Places he has perverted 
~y M~ning by his Glo~~s; and interpreted my Words in" 
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. to BTaf'phemyand baudry, of which ey were not guilty. 
betides that, he is ['00 much given to Horre-play in his Rail-

. Jery; and comes to Batt 1, like a DiCtator from the Plough • . 
J wi not fay, The Zeal of God's Iloufe hao elf tin him up ; 
But 14m Cure it has devour'd [orne Part of his good Man
ners and Civility. It might aHa be <ioubtcd, whether it 
were altogether Z~al, which pro.mp ed him to fhis roug~ 
manner of ProceedIng; perhaps It became no't one of hIs 
Functfun to rake into the Rubbifh of Ancient and Modern 
Plays;.a, Divine might nave employ'd his Pains to bener 
purpofe"llthan in the Nafiinefs of Pltfufm.' and fi:riflopl;al1cs; 
whore Examp'es, as they excufe not me, [0 it might be 
poQibly fuppos'd, that he read them not without for:ne 
Plea[ure. They who have written Com entaties on thofe 
Po'ets, or on Horace, Juve1'lal, and M. I, haveexplain'.:1 
lome Vices, which without their Interpretation bad been l 

unknown to M odern Times. Neither has 'he judg'd iD.l- . 
pRrtially betwixt the former Age and liS. 

There is more Baudl.'y in one Play of Fletcher'S, ca!l'4 
The Giflom of the Country, than in all ouj"S together. 'Ve[ 
this has been often a6l:ed on the Stage in my remembrance. 
Are the Times fo much more reform'd now, than they were 
Five and twenty Years ago? If they are, 1 congratul~te the 
Amendment of our Morals. Butl am not to prejudice [he 
Caufe or my F eJlow.Poets, tho' I abandon my..,own De
fence: They have [orne of them anfwer'd fo themfelves, 
;tnd neither they nor I can think Mr. Collier fo formidable 
:In Enemy, thatwefhould fuun,him. He has loft Ground 
at tbe' latter end of the Day, by pur[uinghis Point too far, 
Jike the prince of CanfU at the Sattel of Senn,ph: From 
Immoral Plays, to No Plays; a~abufu ad ufom, non valet 
cl11fequentia. But being :i Party, I am Dot [0 erect my fclf 
into a Judge. As for the reft of thofe who have written 
againft me, they arefuch Scoundrels, that they deferve not 
the leaft Notice to betaken of them. B-~d 'M-are 
qnly diftinguilh'd from the Crowd, by being r ember'd 
to their Intamy. • I 

-Dentetri, Teque TigeOi 
Di{cipularum inter jubeo plorart cathedral. ~ 



I . To Her G RAe E tbe 

·Dt;ttchefs of 0 R iliO ;:J7), 
With the following P 0 rl of 

Frgm C H A U C E R. 

MADAM~ 

HEBard who jirfl adorn'd o'(Jr N4-
tive Tong11c 

Tlm'd to his Britifh.Lyre this IJNcient 
I • 
Song: 

·Which Naber might without a Bttljh 1'ehearje, 

And teaves a doubtjul Palm in Virgil's Vcrfl: 

He matc the~r Beauties, where they mojl excell; 

Of Love flng bette,', and of Arms as well. . ~ 

POllchfofe, Iltuflrious Ormond, to behold 

What Pow' the Charms of B.eauty had of old; 

Nor wot'iJer if foch 'Denis of Arms were done, 
• J 

11I./iir'd by two foirE)es, thatJpark!edlikcyoUT OWN. 



I/Chaucer ".Ythe "eft Idea wrollght, . 

Aizd Poets can divine each others Tho_ght. 

The fdirefl Nymph before his Eyes he fie.; 
./ltuJ then the'fairefl ~as Plantag~net; t 
Who Noree contmding PriftCC.f made her Prize, 

And rN'/~}he P.ival-Nations with her Eyes ~ 
Who lcft Immortal Trophies of h~r Fame, 

And to the Nob/eft Order gave the Name. . 
Like Her, of clJuttl Kindred to the 'Thrane, 

Tou keep her ConlJuefls, and extendyour own: . 

As whc1J the Starl', in their Etherial Race,· ' '~ 

.At !engt~ have.roU)d aroun.d the L~qtti~fP4ce;' 

At c'Crtam PerIods they refume ~heJr Cj>liJee,. 

From the fame Poi1ttofHea'7J'ntheirCourftadv.nc,.~ 
A1Jd move in Meafores of their former 'D'l¥/Jee; 
Thtn, tlfter length Df Ages,fhe' returns, ' . 

l!ejlor'd in Tou, and the flme PI"ce adorns; 

Or rOI~ perfor.m her Office in the Sphe 
Born afher BJoot!, alld 1IIake a "ew P Jtltonick re4r.. 

9 true Plantagenet 0 R.ace 'Divine, 
• • ~ "1 

(For Beauty Jljl/zs fatal to the Li1le,) " 
HadChaucer Jiv'd thnt Angel-Fate to f)~ 

Sure be hlZ" 'rllwn his Emily /r()lll To,! :, 
: f.,,· 



DUTCH:SSS 

Or hai TOil #'1)'4, tlJ juJge 'the doubtfut Right, 

Tf)ur Noble Palamon had been the Knight: 

.And C(Jnfu'riHg Thefeusfrom his Side hnift"t 

TONr gefl'ous LorJ,to gftidc th~ThebanGover1tT1Jent. 

Time ./hajJ dccompliJh that; 4nd I }hall Jf:e 
I 

'A Palamon iff 'Him, in 10U ~1I Emily. ~ . 

Already 'have the Fates _~our PatG Irepar'J, ,. . 
And flirt! Prefoge your filtflre Swayedectar'iI: 

Whm f11eflward, Jike the Stln, Tou took your Ir."y, 
I ./Ind from b~nighted Britain bore the 'D4,Y, .' ; 

Blue Triton gave the Sig1Ullfrom the Shore~ 

The rClld'y Nereids heard, "11d fwa", before 

To fmo()th the Seas; It flfo Etefian Gale 

But j1lft in!}ir'd, 411tigent/y [well'd the Sail; 
• 

• Portuntrs look his Turn, whoft Ifmpk Hand 

Heav'dupthe.Jighteh'd Keel, IUIdfonkthe Sand, 

.And flier'" the fltcred Yejfo/ flfo to Land. 
The Lani, if 1IDt ref/rAin' tl, had met Tottt 1Yay, 
Projedttl Ollt a Neck, II!Jajulted to the Sell_ 

Hibernia, projlrtJte at Tour, reet, ador'd,.' , . ' ~ 

In To., 'he Plerlg4 "f her expeaed Lord; . , 
Vue to her IJle; II vellcr4bte Namt; 
His Ffltbtrll1J.l/ hil GrIl_Jjire k1l8'W1l II F."e,' 



Aw'd hy thllt Houfe, Ilccuflom'd to (Ommllnil, 

The flllrdy Kerns in due Su/ljeElion fland; 

Nor hear the Reigns in any Foreign Hand. 
At Tour Approach, they crowded to th~ f'ort; 

.And ~rcety Landed, Tou create a Court: 
As Ortn'And's Harbinger, t9 Tou they run; . 

For Venus is the Promift of the Sun. 
The UTtJjIetrlfCivil Wars, theirTownsdeflro,y'd, 

Pales unh01Iour"d, Ceres unemplo,y'd, 

Were all forgot; and one Triumphant Vay 
Wi;' d all the Tears of three Campaigns away. 
Blood, Rapines, Maj{l1cres, were cheaply hought, 
So mighty Reeornpenee Tour Beauty hrought. -

./Is when the 'Dove returni,,:g, hore the Mllrk. 
Of Earth' r.eflor'd to the long-Iah't'ing A~k": 
The Relieks of Mankind,Jecure of Reji, 

Op'd ev'"y Window to receive the Guej/., 

, And the fair Bearer of the MejJ'age bJefl'd; 

So, when Tou came, with loud repeated Cries, ~ 
The Natio1J toolt. an o,rr;en from your Eyes, . 

AnJ God advanc'd his Rainbow in the 'SMiu" . 
To 1j(111 ;"vioJable Peace 1'e/1,o1"d; [.:l pc:, , " . '.)1 • accor{#~ 

The $.lIillts w,ith fllemlJ S,houts. proclaim'd. the new 



D UTe H ! S s of 0 R M 0 N D. 

When Ilt Tou1' ftcond Coming Tau appear, 

(For I forte" that MiJtenary Tear) 

The fharpen'd Share fhal) vex the Sail no m"ore, 

But Ed;rth t~nhidden fhaU produce her S~ore: 

The La~d fhall laugh, the circling Ocean .ffMite, 

And.Heav'ns Indu/g~nce ' hJefl the Holy Ijle. 
Hcav'nfrorfl; 1111 Ages has reftrvll for TON 

I 

That happy CJy~e, which Venom nev[r knew; 

Or if it had heen there, Tour Eyes a/OllC 

Have Power to chaft all Poyfon, hut t!;eir own. 

Now in this Interval, which Fate has caft 

Betwixt Tour Future Gtories, and Tour PaJl, 

This PaufoofPow'r, 'tis Ireland's Hourtamourn; 

While England ceiehratf:S Tour flfe Return, 

By whi;,/J Tau form the Seafons t~ command, 

· -.And hringlour Summers hack to their for flken Land. 

The Vanqui./h'd IJle our Leifore muJl atte~d, ~ 
Tilt the Fair Blq/ling we vouchfofo to find; 

NorclIII we JPareTou long, though often we may/end. 

The 'DO'7Je was twice emp/8.J'd ahroad, hefore 

The Worlt4wllJ' dry'd; and fbe return'(J 110 mor~. 

Nor Jrzre we trtljl fo flft a Me.fTenger, 

New from her Sicknfft, to that' Northirn .Air; 



Refl htre II while, Tour Luflre to ref/orr, 
I 

That they may fte To(~ as TOft jhoJle before ; 

For yet, th' Eclipft flOt w hollY paft, Tou 'Wad~ 

Thro' flme Remahts, and Vimnefs of a Sh(lde. 

A Subjeff ill hi.r 1'rifJCe may claim a Right, 

Nor fofftr him with Strength impair'd to figkt; 

TiJl Foru re~rns, his Ardoftr we rejlraift, 

And curb his Warlike Wijh to croft the Main . ., 
Now paJl the VaHger, let the Leflrn'd "egis 

Th' Enquiry, where Viftllft could enter in; 

How thofe mlllignafit Atoms forc'dtheirWay'rp "l 
~. rey.c 

What;1I thefautlefs Frame they forma to make their 

Where ev'ry Element was weigh'd fl .well, ? 
That Heav'natone,whomix'd the Mafs, cfJtltdtell~ 
IPhicb of the Fo r Ingredients could rebel;.,.) 

hd wket'e, impri[on'd in fo [weet II Cale, 

.if Soul might welt be ple(u'd to paft 'In Age. 

And yet the finc M4terjals "lade it wt'4l:; 

Porce/aill, by beiNg Pur ,is Ilpt to /weill.: 

Ev1n to Tour Breafl the Sic/tneft tiuji II./}irli ~ 
//nd flre'ti from thai fair Te1ll/1e t, TNire, 

ProfanelY fit the Holy P 14fe ON Firt. 



. DUTCHESS of ORMO N D. 

In vai" Tou,-Lorti tllle yrJlINg Vefpafian mourn'd, 

ffThen the fierce Fla,mes. the Santluary burn'd: 

..And I prepar'd to pay ill Verfls rude 

A mofl detejlea A B of Gratitude: 

EV''1t th}/ hat! been Tour Elegy, whic!} 8 5W 

Is offer'dfor Totw Health, the Table of my J?()w • 
• Tour Angel fore our Morley's Mi d in./}ir'd, 

To find the Remedy Tour 111 requir'd; 

.As onGe the Macedon, hy Jove's 'Decree, 
Wus taught to dream an Herb for Ptolomee: 

Or Heav'n, which had fitch Over-cofl beflow'd, 
.ds ftlU'ce it could afford to FleJh and Blood, 
So lik.'d the Frame, he would flDt work. anew, 

To five the Charges of another Toft. 
Or by his middle Science did he fleer, ,. 

711ldfow flme great conti1tge1lt Good 4Plell1', 

f,Vell worth a Miracle to keep Tort here: 

And for that -End, prejerv'd the preciotu Moutd, 

Which aiJ the future Ormonds was to hold; 

..And mejit4te4 in hi., better Mind 

/1,. Heir .fr~I1I ,TolI, who f114~ redeem thef.aili1lg Ki"J. 
Blejs:J be the Pow'r which has at once reflor'd 

The Hopes of lojf SlIcctJlion to Tour Lord, 



Joy to the firflll.1td lajl of each Vel,tee, 
Virtue t(J Courts, and what I long'd to fte; 
To Tou the Graces, 41td the Muft to me, 

o V4ughter of the Roje, who.ft Cheeks, tmite 
• I 

The tH-jf'riltg Tit Ie s of the Rt;d and White; " 
Who H~4v'ns alternate Beauty welt difPJay~ 
The Blujb orMorning, and the Milky Way; 
Wh"ofo Face is Para,dift, but fenc'dfrom Sin: 
For God in either E.)B has plac'd ,a Cherubht. 

All is Tour LOr'd's alone; ev'n ahftnt, He 
Employs the Care of-c"'ifl Penelope. 

For him Touwafle in Tears Tour Widow'd Hours, 
For him Z our curious Nee~le paints' the F/;w'rs; 
Sucb UT01'ks of Old Imperial 'Dames were tanght; -, 
Such, for Afcaruus, fair Elifa wrought. 

The joft Rece.fTes OfTOU1' Hours imp ove 

The Three fair Pledges of Tour Happy Love: 
All other Parts of Pious 'Duty done, 

TON owe Tour Ormond nothing "ut " SDII; 

Tofittinfuture Times his Father's Pillet, 

Au wellr the Gilriir (Jfhis Mother' ~Rllet. 



. 'P :11 . L c:
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AND 

C . I 

. 
N Days of old, there liv'd, of mighty 

f 

Fame 

.A valiant Prince; and TheJilu was 

his Name: 
A Chief~ ~o more in Feats"of 'J\rms excell'd 
The Riku.i nor the Setting Sun beheld~ 

B 



Falamon and Arcite: Or, 

Is this the We1come of my worthy Deeds, 

To lJl€et my Triumph in Ill-omen'd W eeds ~ 
Or envy -you. my Praife, and would dellroy . 

With. Grief 'my Pleafures, and pollure.rpy Joy.~ 

Or fre .you injul"'d, and demand Relief? . 

, Name four RequeJl) and I will eafe your Grief . 

. The .moLl: in ¥ ears of all the Mourning Train 

Began; .CbutifwoO!ied 6rH away for Pain) " I 

Theq J~arce retover'd, {poke: Nor 'envy we", . 

Thy gre~t "Re~own, nor grudg~ thy Yictory; ' 
'Tis- thine, ,0 " King,. th"AJHiBed to~ redrefs, f 

A~d ,F~me ha~ fiWd tqe World wjth thy, &U,ccefs: 

W tt wretc~~d ~~men fue for -th~,alone, 

Wqich ~f::,thy G.oQdnefs is refus'ct to .none:· . , 

Let fall .fomeDrops of P~ty.Qn our ,G~·f, . 
v ". , 

If~ wh~ we lt~g~e. juft· nil we defer\\e ,Relief: 

For nOl}e qf ,,!s, who .nqw thy Grac~ i~Rl'ore, . 

But ,held the Ra,nk 9f Sov~reign Queen b~fore; 

Till, .• tqapklS FO .gidd)3 Chance, ~bid~ BeVer bears 

T~atMo!t~l fHifs Ih?uld laft for !ength 9f Years, 

She c:~\:us headlo~gf~qrp o~r high-~fiate, , 

A~ h f5 .~ 4~~P~ of tpy' RetuJ;n we ~it: 



The Knight's Tale. . . , 

And long have waited in ' the Temple nigh, 

Built to the gracious Godders Clemency. . 
But rev'rence thou the Pow~r whofe Name it bears" 

Reli~ve th~ Opprefs'd, and wipe the \VidowsTears. 
I 

I, wretchea I, ha 7C other Fortune feen, • 

The Wife of Capaneiu, and once a Queep : 

At Thebes he fell; carll: be the fatal :day! , 

And all the ren thou feefl: in this Array, .' 

To make their Moan, their Lords in Uattellofl: 

Before thatTown befieg' 4 hy'ourConfed 'ra teHoit: 

But Crei n, old and 'impious, who commands 

The Thehan City, and ufurps tbe L~plls, .. 
. Denies the Rites qftF,un'ral Ftres to t!l~fe , ' 

, Whofe bre~thlefs Bod~es yet he call ,is. 'Foes. 

- l1nburn'c; unbu 'y'd, on a Heap they~ lie,; - . Such is' their Fate, and fuch his Typ~nny; . r 

No Friend has leave to bear, away the Dead, 

But with -their Lifelefs Limbs his Hounds are fed ~ 

At this fhe skriek'd aloud, the mournful Train 

Ecbo'd her G.ri, f, and gr v'ling on the, ~lain 

W' ~bGroani,andHJlOds uphe1a, to move his~indJ 
B~f~ugh h~ ~ity to their helpl~fs Kind ! 

B, 



Palanum tI"J Arcitc:: Or, 

The l»rince was touch' d, his Tears began to flow, 
And, as his tender Heart wauld break in two, . . 
He figh'd; and could not bQt their Fate deplor~ 

So wretched now, fo fortunate. hefore. . 
I 

ThentiightJy from his lofty Steed h~ flew, 

And raHtng one by one the fuppliant Crew, 
To comfort ~ch, . full folemnly he fwore, 

That by the Faith which Knights to Knighthood 

And what e'er elfe to Chivalry belongs, Jbore~ 
He would not ceafe, till he reveng'd their Wrongs: 

That Gretcefuou'd fee perform'a what he declar'd; 

And cruel Creon find his jufi Reward. 

He faid no more, but, {hunning all Delay, 

Rode on; nor enrer'd Athens on his Way: 
( -

But left his Siller and his Qp.ee behind;, 
o 

And wav'd his Royal Banner in the Wind: 

W,here in an Argent Field the God of W;lr 

Was drawn triuniph~nt on hi~ bon Carr; 

Red was his Sword, and Shield. and w .ole Attire, 

And all the Godhead feem'd to glow with Fire; 
, . 

Ev'n thfGro~~d glitter'd where theSt~lldard fleVl, 

App. tP~ ~reen. Gnfs w~s dY"~ ~o fan~uir,~ Hqe 



BooK I 
High on h,is Rointed Lance his- Pennon bore 

. His CretalA Fight, the conquer'd Minotaure: 

7 

The Soldiers fhout around with g~n'rous ~ag~, 
, And in ,that Victory, their own ptefage . 

• 
He prai's'd their Ardour: inly pleas'd to f~ 
His Hoft the Flow'r of Grecian Chivalry. . . 
All Day he march'd; and all th' enffting Night; 
And faw the City with returning Li£;ht. 
The procefs of the War I, need not tell, 
Haw Theftu.! conquer'd', gnd how Crton fell: 
O~ after, bow by Storm the Walls were won, . ., 
Or how the Viaor f~ck'd andburn'd the Town: 

, How to the La-dies he reftor'd. ag~in 

The Bodies of their Lords in Battel flain: 
And w~tli· what ancient Rites they were imerr'd; 

-:rol thefe fo fitter Time Jhall be deferr'd: 
I fpare the Widows Tears, their woful Cries 
Altd Howling at their Husbands Obfequies; 

How Thefllui at thefe Fun'rals did affifr, [mifs~d. 
And with what Gifts tl e mourning Dames dif-

Thus 'wQen the Viaor Chief-had Creon fiain, 
And conquer'd 1hlbes, h e'pitch'd upon.the Plain 

B .. 



. \ 

His mighty Camp, and when the Day retum'd, 
The ,Country wafted, and tlie Hamlets burn'd; . 
And left the Pillagers, to Rapine bred, 
Without Controul to {hip and fpoil the ,Dead: 

Tlrere, in 'a Heap of ' Slain, among the ' refi 

Two y'C\uth~l Knigq.ts they found beneath a ~oad 
opprefs'a 

• I 

Offlaug~ter'd Foes, whom firft to Death theyfent, 

TheTr(:)phies of theirStrength,a blood~ Monument. 

Both fair, and both of Royal.Blood they feern'd, ' 

Whom Kinfmen to the Crown the Heralds deem'd; 

That Day in equal Arms they fought for 'Fame; 

Their Swords, their Shield:?, their Surcoats Were " 
I' 

the fame . . 
C10fe by each othe~ Jaid they prefs'd the G~ound, 
Their manly Bofoms pierc'd with many a grieny 

, . [VVound· Nor wellahve,nor wholly dead they ~ere, • 
,But fome fain~ Signs of feeble Life appear: 

The wandring Br ath was on the Wing to part, 

Weak was the Pulfe, and hardly heav'd ' the Heart. 

Thefe two were Sillers S,ons; and Arcit, one, 

"~h f41m'Q in Fields, with v~liall~ f/'fJ'-m1fl, 



'lbe Kn;~bt'J Tale. 

)From Thefe their cofily Arms the Spoilers rent, 
And foftly both convey'd to Theflus' Tent; 
Whom known of Creon'~ Line,and cur'd with care~ 
He to his.City fent as Pris'ners of the War, 

Hopeleis of Ranfom, and condemn'd to liB> 
In Dqrance, doom'd a lingring Death to.die . . 

. !~isdone,b~march'dawaY,with watIikeSound,) 
And to his Athens tprn'd wlth Laurels crown'd,\' 

Where happy long he liv'd, much lov'd, and( 
. more renown'd. ~ 

But in a T-ow'r, and never to be loos'd, 

The woful captive Kinfmen are inc1os'd; 

Thus Year by Year 'they pafs, and Day by Day, 
'Till once (,twas on the Morn' of chearful1kfay) 

The yopng Emilia, fairer to be feen . 
han the fair Lilly on the }1'low'ry Green, 

'More frefu than May her felf in Bloffoms new 

(For with the Rofie Colour fl:rove her Hue) 

Wak'd as her Cullom was before the Oay, 

To do th' Ob~ r nee du . to fprightly May: 
For fprigbtly May commands our Youth to keep 

The Vigil$ of her ight, ~nd breaks their fluggard 

Sl~ep ; 



PalamoD Il"J Arcite ! r, 

Each gentleBreail: with kindlyW,armth 1he moves; 
Infpires new Flames, revives €l'tingutih'd Lov.es; 

In this Remembrance Emily ere Day 
Arofe, and drefs'd her felf in rich Arr,.ay; 

Frefu.as the MO.nth,. and as the Morning1fair: 

Adown her Shoulders fell her length of H~ir: ' 

A Ribband aid thft braided Treffes bind, 

The reft w~s Ioore,_ and wanton'd in the Wina: 
Aurora had but newly chas'd tbeNight" 

And purpled o'er the Sky with blufbing Light, . 
When to the Garden-walk fhe- took her w3Jp, ~ 
To fport and trip along in Cool of Day, 
.And offer Maide)l Vows in HonQur of th,e Mil'. 

At ev'ry Turn, fhe made a:little Stand, 

And tbruft am&ng the Thorns ber Lill~ Hand 

To drjlw the RoCe, and ev'r.y Rofe ilioe dt:e~ I 

She fuook the Stalk, and brufu'd away the Dew: 

Then party-colo~r'd Flow'rs a£ white and re.d 

She wove, to make a Garland for her Head': ~ 
This- done, fhe fung and caroll'd out fo clear, 

Tbat Men and Angels might rejoiceJo hear. 

Ev'n wondring:Phiiomet forgot to flng~, 

And l~arn'd from Her to welcome in·theSpring. 
I . 



Boo~ t . The Kflight'J ral,. 
I· 

T~ ow'r J of whi~h befate was mention mad¢" 
Withi~ whofeKeep the Captive Knights were l~i.d, 
Built of a large ~xtent, and {irong withal, . 
W as on~ Parti~ion of the. Palace Wall: 

• 
The Gat;'den was enclos\l within,the Squ~r; 

. Wqe~~ young, Emilia t,?ok the Morning ... Air 
It happen'd 'PaJaplon the Pfis'ner Knight, 

Remefs for W oe, ar~fe b~~ore the ~ight'J 
And with his Jaylor's,leave d~qr'd' to breathe 
An Air more wh~efQm tQa)} t~e-Qampsbeneatbr 

This grapt~~ tp t C1 Tow'!' ~~ t~k his. W"y, . 
Cheer;d ~ith t e. Pl'omife .of a glotious Day: 

'TM-n <;afi .a)a1Wli~~ng ~eg-ar~ around, ~ 
And raW with b~teful~yes the Temples cro~n'd 

: th gQ-ldell Spirt:~, a~d al the Hoil:ile Ground. 

e ti.gh'd'; allq tur~'d his Eyes, becaufe he knew 

'Twtls Qut a larger Ja.yl h~ had in view: 
T~ look'dr below, anp from tbe CdUe's height 
Be~eld • nearex arid more pleating Sight: 

The Garden, . ~hi'th heft Fe he' ha~ no~ feep" 1 

In SPUl:'g'sllew Livery c,lad of White ~nd Green" l 
frefu F40 'rs in wide Parterress and lh~dY ' 1 

W ~]ks between. J J: 



1 Z. Palamon and Arcite.: Or, 
This view'd, but not enjoy'd, with Arms acrofs 
He £lood, refieaing on his COU1it~yt.s Lofs; ' , '~ 
Himfdf an Objet! of the Publick Scorn, . . , , . 
And often wifll'd he never had been bQrn: , ~ .. 

At la~ (for fo his Defiiny requir'd) I 

With w~king giddy, and 'with thinking tir?d; 

He thro' a If :t!e Window caft his Sight, 

Tho' thick of Bars, that· gave a fcanty Light: 

But ev'n that Glimmering ferv'd him: tc!> defcry 

Th' inevitable Cnarms of Emily. ' 

Scarce had he feen,but feiz'd with'fudden Smart, 
, " " 

Stung to the Quick, he felt it at his Heart; 

Struck blind with ~verpow'ring Light he '£lood, ' 

Then flarted back amaz'd, and cfy'd' aloud. 

Young Arcitlheard ~ ~nd up he ran w~hafie, 
To help his Friend, and In his Arms embrac'd; 

And ask'd him why he look'd fo deadly wan, 

And whenc.~, and how his change of Cheer began? 
Or who had done th' Offence: ' But if, faid he, 

Your Grief-alone is hard Captivity; 

For Love of Heav'n, w~[h. ~atience undergo 

A curelefs Ill, !inee Fate will have it fo: 



, 
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,So flood our Horofcope in Chains to lie, 

And Satttrn in the Dungeon of rhe Sky, 
1 

~Or other baleful Afpea, fuI'd our Birth, 

When all the friendly Stars were 'under Earth: 

W hate~r petides, by Defiiny 'tis; done; • 

And.t>etter bear like Men, than vainly feete to Ihun. 

Nor of my Bonds, faid Palamon again, 

Nor of unhappy planets I complain; 

But. when illY" mortal Anguifh caus'd my Cry, 

That Moment.1 , as hurt'thro' either ,Eye; 

rieJ:c'd with a Rahdom-fhaft, I faint away, , 

. And per' fh with-i fenfible D~cay : 

~ Glance of (om~ new Goddefs gave the Wound, 

Whom, like .,AC1eon, unaware I found. 

Look bow fhe walks along yon lhady Space, ~ 
Not J'!n; 1l1o;v.es w:ith' more' Maj'efiick Grace; . 

nd all the Cyprian Queen is in her Face. 

If thou art T7enfJs" ,(for thy ,CharI1)s confefs 

ThatFace.wasform'din Heav'n) 'nor art thou lefs; 

Difg'tli 'd ,in Habit, · undifguis'd in Shape, 

. <? help us .captives from, our Chains to 'fcape; 
. I})lt .if ur Doom' be pa~ in Bond~ to lie 

F.Qt Life, an in a loathfom Dungeon die; . 



· 
1'4 Palamon -a.J Ardte: ' 0" 

, i 
Then be my Wrath aweas'd with our Difgrace, 

And -fuew €ompaffion to rl1e Tffeb4n R-ace, 
Opprefs'd 1J r 'iyr tit POWl-! Wbileyetne~, 

Arcitre on -Emily h~d nx'd his Look, f' ' 

The fatal fhrt a re~dy P'affage found, 

nd 'de;ep wfrhin his Heart infix'd the Woulld: 

50 that if Pl11tlmon were wound'em fore, 
Arcitt was hurt ~S . much as he, '01" mare ': 

Th'en from ~is inmofi Soul he figh~d, and f-aid, 

T he eauty 1 behoid has fit11G,k me dead: ~, 

Unknowingly lh {hikes; An'd kills by Chance; 
Poyfon is in her Eyes, and Deatbin ev'r,-Gl~nce. 

0, I muil: ask; nor ask alone, but tt\O'V • 

Her Mind to M rey, or tnutt aie for Love~ 

Thus Arcftt : And thus f' ./4mO" r~ H~s~ 

(I~:ager his Tone, and ard~nt were his EYe.s.) 
Speak'ft thou in earnefi, or in jefting ein ~ 

Jefting, faid .Arcite, fuits but fit with ,pain. 

It fuits fa wOrfe (faid Pi'lJmIi" gain, 
And bent his Brows lWithMen whoHonout 'R~igli, 

Their Faith to lJreak~ their Fricmdlhip to t) tr y; 
But worft with Thee, of Ndble Lineage bor , 

My Kin~an, and iii f. ! 'my Brdthcr' fworn. 


