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==sswmal O M E Eftates are held in Engf »
Al by paying aFine at the Change ¢
@l every Lord: 1 have enjoy’c fe
E=f8 Pauonage of your Family,
the time of your excellentGrandfather to this
fent Day. 1 bave,dedacated the Tranflation
LW &s Qfﬂw!ambio&he firft Duke; and ha




: W& A
gl s o i e S 8 SRS ) g
- The Dedicafiop & 7% 7§
m very fhort of the Age of Neffor, yet I+
re livid to athird Generation of your Houfe;
1 by ot Grace’s Favour am admirred ftill°  §
hold from you by the fame Tenure. * ;
I am notvain«eno h to boaft thac I have
erv'd the Va. e of {o lutriousa Line 5 but
+ Fortune is the greater, that for three De-
ats theyhave oeen pleas'd to diftinguifh myPo-
s from thole of other Men ; and have accord-
ly made me their peculiarCare. May it be per=
rted me to fay, Thatas your Grandfather and
her were cherith’d and adorn’d with Ho-
ars by two- fucceflive Monarchs,- fo I have
n efteem’d, and patronis'd, by the Grand-
wr, the Father. .and the Son, defcended
m one of the moft Ancient, moft Confbi/' 1
s, and moft Deferving Famulies in Eirgpe.
‘Tis true, .that by delaying the Payment of |,
laft Fine, when it was due by your Grace’s -~
eflion to the Tites and Patrimonies of
it Houfe, I may feem, in rigourof Law, to =
e made a Forfetyure of my Claim, yet my,
ut has always been devoted to your Service:'
 fince you havebeen gracioufly pleas’d, by = i
ir Permillion of this Addr¢fs, to accept the .ol
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tthC Pocms at your s ;
. oThe World is fenfible that you wo
* fuceeed; not only to the Honours of your A
" ceftort, but alfo to their Virtues. The long
Chiin of Magnanimity, Couragc\.tﬁaﬁnefs of.
Accefs, and def re of doing Cwﬁk"evcn tozhé?‘
Prejudice of your Fortune,. is 3o far from b
broken in your Grace, that the precious M ﬁ
yet runs pure to the neweft Link of it: Which
1.will not call the laft, becaufe I hope and pray*,
it may defcend to late Pofterity: And your
flourithing Youth; and that of your exccllenx d
Dutchefs, are happy Omens of my Wifh. q
*Tis obferv'd by Liwy and by others, That
fome of the nobleft Roman Families rerain’d 2
Refemblance of their Anceftry, not only mgﬁ
thieir,Shapes and Features, but alfo % thcxr -
Manners,  their Qualities, and the diftinguifh="
ing Charatters of their Minds: Some Lines
“were noted for a ftern, rigid Virtue, ﬁlVage :
haughty, parcimonious an§ unpopular: Oth s
~were more {weet, and affable; MEQF a more
Sliane Pafte, humble, courteous, and obligy ‘
ﬂuﬂlott of domg charitable Oﬂiccs,, and ¢
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roper and m&eh‘bk‘*@m ‘
f Jom Graec s Family: ' God Almighiy.
vd you witha Scftne[é; a Beneficefice,
- ra&wc Behaviour winning on ‘the Mearts-
of others; and fo fenfible of their Mifery, that
Vound:‘bf“ﬁorrune feem nor inflicted on
n, bur on yotirelf. ~ You ‘are fo ready to-
!%ﬁ, that you almoft prevent their Wiflies,
and alvays exceed their Expectations : As if
% hat was yours, was not your 'ows, and
not given you to poflefs, but to beftow on
mung Merit. But this is a2 Topick which 1
“muft caft in Shades, left 1 offend your Mndeﬁy,
“which is © far from bemg oftentatious of the
-b" ood you do, that it blufhes even to have it
‘known: And therefore 1 muft leave you to
"the Satisfaction and Teftimony ‘of your: "wh/
cience, which theugh it be a filent P&m—
rick, “is yet the beft.
“You are [o eafie of Accefs, thae Papiicbfl
not thore, whofe Doors were open’d on'the:
ide o {ave tlie People even the common
i of askmg Eﬂtraﬂce "vherc ail Vdﬁ‘%@-




fc:t &n-bmr faymg} that Wm e felf
y povcrfn{ Metliator, and was next to M
The Hiftory of Peru affires us, That

; Im‘a.r above all their Titles, e&ccmd tha
- higheft, which call'd them Loversrat.the
/A Name more glorious, than The Felix,
. and Auguftus of the Roman Emperors;
- were Epithcts of Flarrery, deferv’d by few of
‘them; and not running in a Blood hkﬂ the
erpetnal -Gentlenefs, and inherent Goodnel

* of the. OR MOND Family. ' s
{ Gold, asit 1s the pureft, fo it is the {'
mdmoﬁ ducile of all Metals: Iron, which

'.‘4 s nhe-hatde& athc:rs Ruft, corrodes irs:
M is }:ht:tefbrc fubje&t to Corruption : It
-never jatended for Coins and Medals, or

bear the Faces and Infcriptions of the |
- Indeed 'tis fit for Armour, to bear off I
amdpmfewc the Wearer in the Day of Bat
- But the Danger onge repell'd, ’ts laadaﬁd
7%% «as a Garment too rough for
K ?ﬂqmvmﬁmon, a neceflary Guard in War,
| 10, .and cumberfomein Peace, and 3
."kcf:ps off thc :;mbraces of a more human
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 Courage in 2 heroical Degree, ‘yet [ aferibe it
T you, bu as your {econd Artenbute :» Mercy, a

;'Beneﬁcenoc, and Compatﬁon, claim Prece-
 dence, as they are firlt in the divine Nature, °
. An mtrcpld Courage, which is inherentin your
L,sGmcc, s/ it hcﬂ: but a Holiday-kind of Virtue,
=0 be feldom gxercis'd, and never but in Cafes -
Qf Neceflity : Affability, Mildnefs, Tendernefs,

“and a Word, which I would fain bring back
" to its orxgmal Signification of Virtue, I mean
" Good-Nature, are of daily ufe: They are the
" Bread of Mankind, and Staff of Life: Nei-
' ther Sighs, nor Tears, nor Groans, nor Cur-
fes of the vanquifh’d, follow Acs of Compaf- "
fion, and of Charity: Bura fincere Pleafure, - 4
and Serenity of Mind, in him who perfarns
" an AGion of Mercy, which cannot {uffer the
" Misfortunes of another, without redrefs; lcaﬂ'.
- they fhould bring a kind of Contagion alo
hnth them, and pollute the Happinefs which
enjoys.
ilﬂ Yet fince the perverfe Tempers of Mankmd,
ﬁncc Oppreflion on one fide, and Ambition
ﬂm the other, are fometimes the una@mdabl 4,

F R




— . € o T 7 o W T T T -
}ﬁ“’r‘ ""‘Q 85 # ” VT ) 4 ‘,‘ il .'4"-’A S g T
Y TEEd 110 ) g0 B s R Y e A

Oceaf ons of W.ar, that Courage, that Mig-3
nammxty, and Refolution, which is born wich
ou, cannot - be too much commended : And
-here it grieves rhe that.Jam {canted in the Plea-w
Wure of *dwelling on many of your Actions:
But edéopa Tpiias is an Expreflion which Tully |
often ufes, when he would de whai*he dares
not, and fears the Cenfureof theRomans. ~ +
- Lhave fometimes been forc’d to amplify on
others; but here, where the Subjet isfo fnut—
ful, that the Harveft overcomes the Reaper, I
amthorten’d by my Chain, and can only fee*
what is forbidden me to reach : Since it is not
permitted me to commend you, according to
the extent-of my Withes, and much lefs is it
an my Power to make my Commendations e-
qu:?k 1o your Merits. e "3
“Yetin this Frugality of your Praifes, there are
fome Thmgs which I cannot omit, without de o
ctradting from your Chara&er. You have fo |
form’d your own Education, as enables you :
to pay the Debt you owe your Country; ‘or
more pmopcrly fpeaking, both your Countries:.
Becaufe - you were born; 1 may almoft fay mm
;Pmplq, :d the Caﬁ:lc of Dublin, vhcn gquw
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G:andﬁdﬁ was Lord me’am, and hnm i
ﬁnce been bred in the Court.of England.:.
.+ Ifithis Addrefs had been ir Verde, 1 might
hm call'd you as Claudian cills Meroury, |
“wen comnmeme, Gemino faciens commerviamun -
The berter to fatisfie this double Obhgauon y
you havétearly cultivated the Genius you have
* to Arms, that when theService of Britain or Ire- |
 fad fhall yequire your Courage, and your Con- |
dudt, you may éxert them both to the Benefic |
of ¢ither Couaury.  Youbegan in the Cabinet |
what you aftervards practisd in the Camps
and thus both Lucullus and Cefar (to omit a
crowd of fhining Romans) forng’'d themfelvesto A
the War by the Study of Hiftory; and bythe,/
Examples of the greatelt Captains, both ?
" Greece and Ir4ly, before their time, L-nam¢ |
thofe two Commanders in particular, vbecauf
they were better read in Chronicle than my‘1
- of the Roman Leaders 5 and that Lucullusin pasti-, i
_ cular;having only the Theory of Wztﬁnm"ﬂmk;
“wvasthoight fir, without Pta&m;mbe fcm int,
the Ficld, againit the moft formidable Enemy
- of Rome. Tully indced was call’'d tﬁn x‘
l%nﬁi in denifion ; but then hcvﬁsm; '»,
8 Soldier; His Head was tern'd anOthcx y%y
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-When he read the Tacicks he was thinki,
‘on the Bat, ‘which was his Ficld of Battel. ’Php
Krovledge of Warfate is thrown away on 2
General who dar®s not make ufe of what he
 knows. *l commend it only in a Man of |
Courage and Refolution; in him it will ‘direct
his Martial Spirit; ‘and ceach him tte way o
. the beft ViGories, which are thofe hat are leaft °
F bloody, and which tho’ atchiev'd byythe Hand,
- aremanag’d by the Head. Science dlﬂ;mgux{haa ‘
Man of Honour from onc of thofe " Athlerick
Brutes whom undefervedly we call Heroes.
- Curs’d be the Poet, who fitft honour'd with thae -
 Namea meer 4jax, a Man-killing Ideot. The U-
" Iyffes of Owid upbraids his Ignorance, that he un-
- derftood not the Shield for which he pleaded:
é There was engraven on it, Plans’of Cmcs, and
"Mapsof Countties, which Zjax could not com-
. ptchend, butlook'd on them as ﬂuptdly as his
Fellow-Beaft the Lion. Buc on the other fide,your -
Grace has given your felf the Education of his
Rival; you ave ftudied every Spot of Groundin |
m - which for hef ten Years paft-has




it were eafie to enlarge onfo copiousa Subject;
- but confining my felf to the Severity of Truth,
~and to what i1s becoming me”“to fay, 1 muft
not only pafs over many Inftances of ‘your Mi-
litary Skill, but alfo thofe of your affiduous
' Diligenze in the War; and of your - Perfonal
~ Bravery, at’ended with an ardent Thirflt of
. Honour; 2 long Train of Generofity ; Profule-
nefs of doing Good; a Soul unfatisfy’d with
all ic has done; and an unextinguifh’d Defire-
of doing more. . But all this is Matter for your
own Hiltorians; I am, as Pirgil fays, Spatiis
exclufus iniquis.

Yet not to be wholly {ilent of all your Cha-
. rities, I muft ftay a little on one A&ion, which
preferr’d the Rélief of Others, to the Confidera-
_tion of your Self. When, in the Battel of Landen, ©
- your Heat of Courage (a Faul only pardonable
. to your Youth) had tranfported you fo far be-

fore your Friends, that they were unabletofol-
- low, much lefs to fuccout you; when you
- wete not only dangeroufly, but in all appearanc
" morally wounded, - when in that defperate
. Condition you were made Prifoner, ihdfcagf‘._iqd
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. The Dedication.
to Namur, at that time in Poffefflion of the
_French; then itgvas, my Lord, that you took
a confiderable Part of what was remitted to you
~ of your own Revenues, and as a memorable
Inftance of your Heroick Charity, pat it into
the Handsof Count Guifcard, whq wa¥Gover-
- nor of the Place, to be diftributed 2mong your
Fellow-Prifoners.  The French Cemmander,
charm’d with the Greatnefs of your Soul, ac-
cordingly confign’d it to the Ule for which it
was intended by the Donor : By which means
the Lives of {fo many miferable Men were {av’d,
- and a comfortable Provifion made for their
Subfiftance, who had otherwife perifh’d, had
not you been the Companion of their Misfor-
.tune: or rather fent by Providence, like ano-
ther Fofeph, tokeep out Famine from invading
thofe, whom in Humility you call'd your Bre-
thren.  How happy was it for thofe poor Crea-
tures, that your Grace was made their Fellow-
 Sufferer> And how glorious for You, that
_you chole to want rather than not relieve the
Wants ofgothers ‘The Heathen Poet, in com=
mending the Charity of Dido to the Trojams,
fpoke like a Chrifttan: I\;on ignaramali miferis,
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; ﬂwm ilﬁa, All Mcn. even tbofé of 2 2 dxfl
lﬁw Intereft, and contrary J’nncxplcs, muft
. prafe this Adtion, as the-moft eminent for
~ Piety, not ouly in this degenerate Age, but al
moft in.eny of the former; when Men were
vmadc de meliore luto; when Examples of Cha-
. nivy -Were ﬁ-cqucnt, and when there were in
being, Tewcri pulckervima proles, Magnanimi
" Heroes nati meliovibus. amnis. No Envy can
detract from this; it will fhine in Hiftory ; and
like Swans, grow whiter thelonger itendures:
And the name of ORMON D will be more
celebrated in his Captivity, th:m in his Breat.
eft Triumphs.

- Barall Actions of your. Grace are ofa picce;
- as Waters keep the Tenour of their Fountainsz
.~ your Compaffion is general, and has the fame
" Effet as well on Encmies as Friends. ’Tis
fbmuch in your Nature to do Geod, thar
 your Life is but one continucd At of placing
- Bencfits on many ; as the Sun is always car-
. rying his Light to fome Part or. other of the
W’Vfotld And were it not that yowr Reafon
‘you where to* vc,l*lm@takneﬁ
dm you:wld not ‘*hcﬁ.omng Mmt
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W De&catmn_

- thanis conﬁﬁmg with the Fortune of a:j: g

vate Man, or’with the Will of any but .2
Alexander. : ik

What Wonder is it then, that being bom
for a Blefling to Mankind, your, ﬁtppmsd
Deith in that Engagement, was o generally
lamented through the Nation 2 The Concern--
ment for it was as univerfal as the Lofs: And,
though the Gratitude might be counterfeit in
fome, yet the Tears of all were real : Where
every Man deplor'd his private Part in that Cat
~ lamity, and even thofe who had not tafted of
your Favours, yet built {o much on the Fame
of your Beneficence, that they bemoan’d- the
Lofs of their Expetations.

This broughe the untimely *Death of your
* Great Facher into frefh remembrance ; as if the
fame Decree had pafs'd on two fhort fucceffive
- Generations of the Virtuouss and 1 repeated
to my felf the fame Verfes, which I had for-

mcrly apply’d to_him: Oﬁmdum terris bunc

 Zantum fata, nec wltra, qﬂa mmunt.  But tothe

]ey not oply of all good Men, butof Mankind -

unhappy Omen took not place.
You Mo ihll vxng to enjoy the Blctﬁngs and

b
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for youtlong Profperity ; an you

ower of doing gcn:t;?;sgnd charitable A
| a:wns, _may be as extended as your Will
w vb:ch is by none more zmlouﬂy cﬁtd thar

" Tow GRACE's moff Humble,

| ""ﬁ bilig‘d, : andm q/i R
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the ious and Learned
_  beft -Verﬁﬁcr of the fgrmgr Age, if 1 may
' o cail it by that Name, which was the former Part
this conc lud,mﬁ entury. | Spm:?m.ﬁd Fajrfax both
rith’d in the Reign of Queen Eligabeth: Great Ma-
n our Language ; and who faw much farther into
Beaducs oF our N m?bcrs, th:;]n thofe v:i)o S;Ommcdlatc- .
_ Miltan was the Poetic of Spen-
cery 4 'd M;gl W Her Qf ;'mvgk,r, for wle'" have o%r L%)cal ‘
‘Delcents a ans, as well as other ilies : Spencer
Ge’c'tbfn once infinbages, that the Sgula}%lf dewsegaw”
d into®his Body; and that he was begotten by
m T'wo hundred Years after his Deceafe, ﬁ;rlmu has
- acknowledg’d to me, that Spencer was his Original; and
i - may, beﬁdcs my {clf have heard our famous Waller own,
that deriv’d the Harmony of his Numbcrs from the
Godf }? of Bulloign, which was turn’d into Englifp by
r. Fairfax. But to return : Haying done wi é}; Owd for
 this time, it came into my mind, that our old Englifb Poet
- Chaucer in many Thin rcfcmblcd him, and that with no
difadyanrage on the ide of the Modern Author, as k
{hall endeavour to prove when I compare them: Andas I
% and always haye been, ftudious to promote the Ho-
- mour, of my Native Country, fo 1 foon refolv’d to put
~ theis M,gms to.the 'Er}a by turning fome of the Canter-

' Tales into uage, as it is 0oy refin’d: For
' I Acan b:avthcf t%bcm fet; ﬁmmL@w,
drefsd in, tbcismeﬂ ifb Havig, Srory 1  be coms
t'd with Story, a cergain, ‘may be mad
] tb@ms 8‘16



-Privx
. of the Caufe: Oryif

r ing, before fome ot -Court Im:hcmt:m time,
2 tbeThrndofmythcourfc, (ns Thou, according

 Hobks, havealwaysfome Connexion)fo from Chaucer I w
led to think on Bocedee, who was not only his Contempor
ry, butalfq purfu’d the fame Studies ; wrote Novelsin Pr
and many Works in Verfe ; particularly is faid to have in~
vented the Octave Rhyme, or Stanza of Kight Lings, which
ever fince hasbeen maintain'd by the Pm&lce ofall Lralian
Writers, who are, or at leaft affume the Tigle of Hersick Po-
ets : Heand Chaucer, among other Things, had this in com-
- mon, that they refin’d their Mother Tongues; but with this
| Difference, that Dante had begun to file Pheir Langy
atleaftin Verfe, before the timeof Boceace, who likewife re«
ceiv’d o little help from his Mafter Pezrarch . But the Refor=
mation of their Profe was wholly owing to Boceace him=
felf; who is yer the Standard of Purity in the lta-
- lian Tongue; though many of his Phrafes arc become
obfulete, as in procefs of Timeit muft needs happen. €haucer
(as you have formerly been told by our learned Mr. Rbymer)
firft adorn’d'andamplified our barren Tonguc from the Pro-
vencall, which was then the moft polifh’d of all the Mo«
dern Languages: Butthis Subjeét has been copioufly treat-
ed by that great Critick, who' dc{'erves no little Commenda-
tion from ushis Countrymen.For thefe Reafons of Time,and
Refemblance of Genius, in Chaucer and Boecace, 1 refoly’dto
join them in my prefent Work; to which I have addcdfome
Original Papersof my own; which whether they are equal
or inferior to my other Pocms, an Author is the moft im-
proper Judge;and theretore I leave them wholly to the Mer="
_cyo? the Re er; 1 will hope the beft, that they will not
be condemn'd ; but if they ihould, I have the Excufe of
-~ anold Gcntleumn,w!m mounting on Horfeback before fome
 Eadies, whfnl w re('cnt, ’fomewhat heavily,
ﬁt’duf thnfmr :;: - they wouldcount Fourfco!'e
r,,i ey{?:lg’d him, By the Merey of God, I
: twenty Years of his Number, a
Limbs, but what Decaysarein my Mind, the
,,mu& dmmmg I think my felf as vngorous ascver




gment 1 had, increales rather,than diminithes 3
ughits, fuch as they are,come crowding in fo faft
,that my only Difficulty is to dhufe or to reject ; to
into Verfe, or to give them the other Harmony of
have fo long fludy’d.and pratis’d both, that they -
rown injo a Habit, and become familiar tome. In thort,
igh 1 miay lawfully plead fome part of the old Gentle-
an'’s Excule ;. yet 1 will referve it *till. 1 think I"have
areater nced, and ask no'Grains of Allowance for the Faults
‘this my prefent Work, burt thofe which are given of
tfe to humén Frailty. T'will not trouble my Reader
th the fhortnefs of Time in which I writ it; or the fe-
ral Intervals of Sicknefs: They: who think too well of

S

- their own Performances, are apt to boaft in their Prefaces
fbm ittle Timetheir Works have coft them; and what o-

' ther Bufincis of more Importance interfer’d ; But the Rea-
- der will be as apt to-ask the Queftion, Why they allow’d

:mot a longer Time to make their Works. more perfe&?
. and'why they had fo defpicable an Opinion of 'thcir%e €s,

%,;Jg,m,thm& their indigefted Stuff upon them, as if they de-
H ‘ ’d nobettcr.‘ o A% T B Lty A

¢+ With this Account of m(y;prcfcnt Undertaking, I con= .
?{%awe the firlt Part of this Difcourfe : In the fecond P '

asat a fecond Sitting, though I alter not the Draught, |
?& muft touch the fame Features over again, and change the
" Den -colouring of the Whole. In general 1 :ﬂ%oﬂly

fay, that I bave written pothing which favours of Im-
morality or Profanenefs; at leaft, I am not confcious to.
- my felf of any fuch Intention. If there happen to.

M” 0 an irreverent F"Wm?{amy‘ Though toc
N s o SR T iR
If the Scarchers find.any in the Carg

d&fxﬁuw a:f Counterban

' leaft;det their Authors be anfwerable, for them, 3
-é;hhchandxfz, M;‘g@gf mi i }
e, On the other Side, 1 have cndeavourd v chufe



ith .1 could affirm with a fafe Con=
~ {fcience, that Ihad taken the fame Care in all my former -
Writingss for it muft be own’d, that fuppofing V
are never fo beautiful or pleafing, yctff"’ifthcy.t@;i'
- ny thing which thocks Religion, or Good Manncrs,the
- are at, beft, what Horace fays of ‘good Numbegs-without
- good Senfe, Perfus inopes revum, wmugequo canors: Th
_ far, 1 hope, 1 am right in'‘Court, without'renouncing:
- my other Right of Self-defence, where I have bee
wrongfully accus'd, and my Senfe wire-drawn 1nto |
' Ehcmy or Bawdry, as it has often been by a relig
awyer,  in a late pleading againtt the Stage; in which'
he mixes Truth with Falfhood, and has not forgotte
the old Rule, of calumniating ftrongly, that fomething

may remaia. : g “
-1 refame the T'hread of my Difcourfe with the firft of
my Tranflations, ‘which was the Firft liad of Homer.
It it fhall* pleafe God to give me longer Life, and ‘mo~
derate Health, my Intentions are to tranflate the whole. -
Tlias; . provided ftill, that I meer witle thofe Encourages
. ments from the Pablick, which may enable me toproceed
in my Undertaking with fome Chearfulne(s. And this &'
dare affure the W orld before-hand, that T have found by
- Trialy Homer a moft pleafing Task than¥irpil, (though
I fay not the "Tranflation will be lefs laborious.) "Fo;_gth’éff
Grecian is more according to my Genius, than the Latin
Poet. In the Works of the two Authors we may read !
oness, and natural Inclinations, which are Wb“‘"tﬁ

Ay different.  Zirgil was of a quiet, fedate Temper; H

| @er weas viglent, impetuous, and full of Fire. The chi
: ,irgiif,‘eqps Propricty of Thoughts, and Orn

ing after them.

- Tuleti of, nte
. ment of Words: Homer was tapid in his Thoughts, and
" took all the Libertios both of Numbers, wnd of Expref-
, which his Language, and the Age in which he
ow’d him: Homer's Invention was more Gopious

&)
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" Way, it was not in Firgil to have begun Heroick Po=
. etry: For, nothing can be more evident, than that the
&‘M&qn is but the Second Part of the Zlias; a Con-
tinuation of the fame Story: And the Perfons already
rm'd: The Manners of £neas, are thofe of Hetlor fu-
eradded to thofe which Homer gave him. The Adven-
res of Jlyffes in the Odyffeis, are imitated in the fisft
Six Books, of Virgil’s Anets: And though the Accidents
« are not the fame, (‘which would have argu’d him. of a
i fervile copying, and total Barrennefs of lnvention) yet .
¢ the Seas were the fame, in which both the Heroes wan-
. der’d; and Djdo cannot be deny'd to be the Poetical
- Daughter of Calypfo. The Six latter Books of Virgil’s Po-
. em,are the Fourand twenty Iliads contraéted : A Quarrel oc-
~ cafion’d by a Lady, a Single Combate, Battels fought,
. and a Town befieg’d. I fay not this in derogation to -
i Pargil, ncither do I contradiét any thing which I have
. formerly faid in his juft Praife: For his Epifodes arc al-
. ‘moft whelly of his own Invention; and the Form which
. he has given to the Telling, makes the Tale his own,
= even though the Original Story had been the fame. But
. this proves, however, that Homer taught Virgil to de-
© £gn: And if Inveation be the firft Virte of an Epick
Poet,then the Latin Poem can only be allow’d thefecond «
‘Place. Mr. Hobbs, in the Preface to his own’bald Tranf-
- lation of the Ilias, (ftudying Poetry as hé did Mathema-
. ticks, when it was too late) Mr. Hobbs, 1 fay, begins
* the Praife of Homer where he thould have ended it. He
i tells us, thac the firft Beauty of an Epick Poem confifts
. in Diion, that is, in the Choice of %V ds, and Har=

fhi

=

o

or
" mony of Numbers: Now, the Words are the Colouring
gﬁf‘g.tb&work, which in the Order of Nature is laft to

- *beconfider’d. ‘The Defign, the Difpofitio, the Man-
. mefs, and the Thoughts, are all before it: Where any
- of thofe are wanting or imperfe&, fo much wants or is -
. imperfel in the Imitation of Human Lif¢; which is in
~ the very Definition of 2 Pocm. ~Words indeed, like glas
i fingCohun, are the firft Beauties that arife, and firike

|+ ¢
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Thoughts unnatural, ther the f ?ﬁb

. ing, 5 the Fides 153 beautifl Monfek ac th
ther Virgil nor Homer were deficient in any of the fo
aeauzic’s;.but,iiithism%wmgh_iaEsgpmmpp,mcm' %
.et is at lea} equal to the Grecian, as 1 have faigﬁfcﬁ ¢

#fupplying the Poverty ofhis Lan qqgé,ij,;his ﬂc % o
and by his Diligence. But to return: Our two great Pos
ets, being fo different in their Tempers, one Cholerick

. and Sanguine, the other Phlegmatick and,Melancholicks
that which makes them excel in their feveral Ways,is, thag
each ofthem has follow'd his own ndtural Inclination,as'well
in forming the Defign, asin the Exccution of it. The
Heroes thew their Authors: Acbilles is hot, impatien

vengeful, Impiger, ivacundus, inexorabilis, acer,&c. A
atient, confiderate, careful of his People, and merciful
is Encmics;yever fubmiffive to the Will of Heaven,

fata trabune retrabuntque, [equamur. 1 could pleafe
{eIf with enlarging on this Subjeét, but am forc’d to
fer it to a fitter Time. From all I have faid, I will o
~ draw this Inference, That the A&tion of Zomer being ms
full of Vigour than that of ¥#gil, dccording to the T
Rer of the Writer, is of gonfécg‘chc{: more pleafing to t
cades. One warms you by Degfées 3 the other lefs
on fire all at onge, and never intérmits his Heat. *Tis
the fame Differenice which Zomginus makes betwixe the

Effeéts of Eloquence in Demoftberies, and Tully. Oneper- |

fuades; the other commands. = You never cool whileyoy

- 1ead Homer, even not in the Second Book, (a graceful

Flattery to his Countrymen;) but he hafteas from the
Ships, ‘and concludes not that Book rilé he has made you
ﬁj Amends by the violent playini of a ncw Maching,

- From thence he hurries on his Aétion with Variety of

- Events, aphl ends it in lefs Compafs than Two Months.

“This Vehemence of hic, 1 confels, is more fuitsblé fomy.

- Temper 3 and therefpre 1 have tranflated his Firft Bools

- with greater Pleafure than any Part of #irgil ;. But it w

‘9 without Pains: The continual Agita

»




is ks | chought el incis P ,
-1 proceed to Ovid, and Chaucer; confidering the
sokjen Age of the Roman Tongue : From Chaucer

rity ‘of the Englefb Tongue began. The Manners

ed, well-nat®r'd, amorous, and Libertine, at leaft in
eir Writings, it may be alfo in their Lives. Their

' them were knowing in Aftronomy, of which Ovid’s
oks of the Roman Feafts, and Chaucer’s Treatife of the
rolabe, are {ufficient Witnefles. ' But Chancer was like-

R I

e

E)hiﬂken from his fralian Contemporariesy or their Prede-
“ﬁ‘“em thence our Ewglifiman has borrow’d many of his
mrerbury Tales : "Yet that of Palamon and Arcite was

-

|
only in relation to the latter. - With Ovid ended,

._th'c Poets were not unlike: Both of them were well= .

ies were the fame, Philofophy, and Philology. Both'

wile an Aftrologer, as were Vargil, Horace, Perfus, and
anilius. Both writ with wonderful Facility and Clear~

3 neither were great Inventors : For Ovid only copi~

the Grecian Fables ; and moft of Chaucer’s Stories were.

ceflors; Boccace his Decameron was firft publith’d; and
‘written in all probability by fome: Italian Wit, in a for-

_aer Age; as [ fhall prove hereafter: The Tale of Gri-
" gild was the Invention of Perrarch; by him fent to Boc~ |

\TM, from whom it came to Chaucer : Troilus andCreffida’ |

- the Genius of our Countrymen in gcncnl*hcin’f rather to
- dmprove an Tnvention, than to invent themfelves; as is
' evident not only in our Poetry, but in many of our Ma-

'ﬁwm" res. - I find 1 have anticipated already, and raken

was alfo written by a Lombard Author 3 but, much ams'
fied by our Englifb Tranflator, 4s well as beautified;

i

1q:pﬂ‘mu Boccace before 1come to him: Butthere is fo
o m lefs behind; and I am of the Temper of moft Kings, L
;ir‘u‘ obo "love 10 ke in Debt, ate all for ptefent Mony, no mat-- i

5 w

o

“ter how shey pay is aficrwards ; Befides, ghe Nature of




r Men; ;é_t_ﬁncc Chaucer bad .{
. thing of his own, a0 The Wife of Baths Tale, The
.and the Fox, which I have tranflated, and fome oth
. A may juftiy’give our Countryman the Precedence in:
* Part; fince %can remember nothing of Ovid whis
wholly his. ' Both of them underftcod the Manners
!

. WI om ‘WV‘ ILTiE
" Inventions of other

dér whish Name 1 comprehend the Paflions, #nd, in a
larger Senfe, the Defcriptions of Perfons, %nd their very
Habits : For an Example, 1 fee Baucis and Philemon as |
fectly before me, as it fome ancient Painter had dr:
them ; and all the Pilgrims in the Canzerbury Tales,
Humours, their Features, and the very Drefs, as difti
ly as if 1 had fupp’d with them at the 74bard in
wark : Yet even there too the Figures of Chaucer a
much more lively, and fet in 2 better Light : Which
though I have not time to prove; yet I appeal to the
Reader, ‘and am fure ‘he will clear ‘'me from Partiality.
The Thoughts and Words remain to be confider'd, in
the Comparifon of the two Poets; and I have fav’d my
felf one half of that Labour, by owning that Ovid hiv'd
when the Roman Tongue was in its Mcridian 5 Chaucer,
~™in the Dawyging of our Language : Therefore that Part
. of the Comparifon ftands not on an cqual Foot, any more
t- than the Di&ion of Emnius and Ovid; or of Chaucery

- and our prefent Englifh. 'The Words are given upas'a
Poft not to be defended in our Poer, becgple he wanted
the Modern At of Fortifying: The Thoughts remain
to be confider’d: And they are to be meafur'd only by
their Proprictys that is, as they flow more or lefs natu-
rally from the’ i

erfons defcrib’d, on {uch and fuch Occa=
,ﬁm"fﬁwukar Judges, which are Nine Parts in |
~ Ten of ali’ Nations, who eall Conceits and Jingles Wit. “;g

-who fec Ovid full of them, and Chaucer altogetber withe
- out them, will chink’ me little lefs than mad, for prefer- |
. ting the Englifbrvan to the Roman: Yer, with theit leave,
B r i T : } g 4]
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piering Trifls, and o f from being W
ferious Poem they are naufeous, becaufe they are :
his Paffion like Narciffus 2 Wou'd he think of inopem me
eopia fecit, and a Dozen more of fuch Expreffions, pour’d
n the Neck of oneanother, and fignifying all the fame
ing ? If this were Wit, was this a Time to be wittyj
nthe poor Wretch was in the Agony of Death?
" This is jult Fobn Littlewit in Bartbolomew Fair, who had
. aConcelt (ashe tells you) left him in his Mifery; a mi-
. ferable Conceit. On ' thefe Occafions the Poet thou’d
- endeavour to raife Pity : But inftead of this, Ovid is
- tickling you® to laugh. Virgil never made ufe of fuch
~ Machines, when he was moving you to commiferate the
- Death of Dodo: He would not deftroy what he was
. building. Chaucer makes Arcite yiolent in hisLove, and
unjuft in the Purfuit of it : Yet when he came to die
. heé made him think more reafonably : He repents not o
““his Love, for that had alter’d his Charaéter; but ac
- knowledges the Injuftice of his Proceedings, and refigns
- Bmilia to Palamen. What would Ovid have done on
- this Occafion ? He would certainly have made Arcize
~ witty on his Desth-bed. He had comphin’d he was’
. farther off from Poffeffion, by being fo near, and a thou-
- fand fuch Boyifms, which Chaucer rejected 2s below the
. Dignity of the Subje&. They who think otherwife,
. would by the fame d
" muer and Pirgil, and Martial to all Four of them. As for.
- the Turn of Words, in which Ovid particularly excels all
- Po :
~ theyarcus’d properly or improperly;butin ftropg Paffions als
RS tobcﬂzxm,bccauzp[’aﬁion);ar‘c fcrjons,fnd will ad-
- mitno Playing. The Frénch havea highValge for them ; and

£ lcw,thc,y arcofien what they call Delicate, when they
'd with ent;, but Chaucer writ wich m e

. Simplicity, and follow’d Nature more clofely, than
2, &hm I have thus far, to the beft of my Knowledg
~ beenan upright Judge betwixt the Partics in Comperisios

ou'd any Man who is ready to die for Love, deferibé

cafon prefer' Lucan and Ovid to Hos |

sthey are{fometimesa Fault, and {ometimes a Beauty, as

1



" - was m?tbmm,md in the dif=
bofing of it they were equal. It remains that I fay fomes
what of Chawcer in particular. = i g
In the firft place, Ashe is the Father of Englifb Poetry,
o 1 hold him in the’fame Degree of Veneration as the
Grecians held Homer, or the Romans Virgil : He is a per
petual Fountain of good Senfe ; learn’d in all Sciences;
nd therefore fpeaks properly on all Subjeéts: As heé®knew
what tq fay, {o he knows alfo when to leave off ; a Con-
inence which is practisd by few Writers, apd fd&ccly by
ny of the Ancients, excepting ¥#rgil and Horace. One
f our late great Poets is funk m his Reputation, becaufe
he cou’d never forgive any Conceit which® i

: came in his «
ay; but (wept like a Drag-net, greatand fmall. There
was plenty enough, but the Difhes were il forted ; whole
Pyramids of Sweet-meats, for Boys and Women; but .
Jittle of folid Meat, for Men: All this proceeded not
om any want of Knowledge, but of Judgment; neis
ither did he want that in difcerning the Beauties and Faults
of other Poets ; but only indulg’d himfelf in the L )
of Writing ; and perhaps knew it was a Fault, but hop’d-
@ the Reader would not find it. = For this Reafon, though
he muft always be thought a great Poct, he is no longer
giteem'd a good Writer : And for Ten Impreflions, which
his Works Bave had in fo many fucceflive Years, yetat
prefent a hundred Books are fcarcely purchas’d once a
Twelvemonth : For, as my laft Lord Rochefter faid, tho'
fomewhat profanely, Not being of God, be could not ftand.
. Chaucer follow’d Nature every where; but was never
fo bold to go beyond her: And there isa great Difference
;qcf?bcine Poeraand nimis Poeta, if we may believe Carullus,
as much as betwixt a modeft Behaviour and Affeétation,
The Verie of, Chaucer, I confefs, is niot Harmonious tous;
but’tis like jlie Eloguence of one whom 7acitus commends,
it was auffibus iftius vemporis accommodata : They who livid
 with him, and fome time after him, thought it Mufical ;
and it continues {o even in our Judgment, if compar’d with
the Numbers of Lidgate and Gower, his Contemporarics i




not go fo a?::hcg;vho pu’bhfh’d< the laft Edici
;3 for he would make us believe the Faulc s i 2
sseand that there were really Ten Syllables in a Verie
where we find but. Nine:: But this Opinion is.not worth
confiating; ’tis {o grofs and obvioys an Error, that coms
£ ‘mon Senfe (which is aRule in every thing but Matters of
. Faitheand Revelation) muft convince the Reader, that
. Equalityof N umbers inevery Verfe which we call Heroick,
s Was citlfer not known, or not always pracis’d in Chamcer’s’
It weré an cafie Matter to produce fome thoufands
ofg his Verfes, which are lame for want of halfa Foot, and
fomcnmcs aavhole one, and which no Pronunciation can
- make otherwife. We can only fay, that he lividin the .
lnf'ancy of our Poetry, and that nothing is brought to
- Perfection at the firft.” We muft be Children before we
w Men. There was an Enuius, and in procefs of Time
gLuc:lm:, and a Lucretius, before ¥irgil and Horaces even
.9,,  after Chaucer there was a Spencer, a Hairington, a Fmrﬁ:t‘, X
* before Waller and Denbam were in being < And cur Num=
bers were in their Nonage till thefe laft appear’d. I need |
fay little of his Parentage, Life, and Fortunes : They aru 4
o be found at lapge in all the Editions of his Werks.: He "~
-was employ’d abroad, and favour’d by Edward the Third,
- Richard the Second, and Henry the Fourth,and was Poet,
b Viges lfuppo(c, to all Thrcc of them.  In Richard’s Time,
" 1doubt, he was alittle dipt in the Rebellion of the Com~
~ mons; and being Brother-in-law to Jobu of Gaunt, iv was)
Do WOudcr if he follow'd the Fortunes of that Family 5
~ and was well with Henry the Fourth.when he had dcpM ;
o hisPredeceffor. - Neither is it to bgadmlr’d, that Henryy -
who was a wife as well as a valiant Prince, who claim’d b &
- Succeflion, and was fenfible that his Title was notfound, .
. but was rightfully in Mortimer, who Ed mauried the Heir
. of Tork; it was not to be admir'd, I that great Po- -
i *liucn\g {hould be pbns to gctbc %rmteﬁ W;;,pf ;hoﬁ:g
o xmm in his Intere léh .to be the ) “his
‘Praifes. . Augnftus had given hnmthclinm _eﬁbﬁ' }

S Ty . Pl N e R




‘to make him Popul
e “and after his Death have made him' Pre
ous to Pofterity. « As for:the Religion of our Poet, he
cems to have fome little Byas towards the Opiniofs of
Wickliff, after . Jobn of Gaunt his Patron; fomewhat of
hich appeags in the Tale of Piers Plowman : Yet'l cannot
blame him 3 inveighing fo tharply againft the Viges of
he Clergy in his Age: Their Pride, their Ambitio,
their Pomp, their Avarice, their Worldly Intergft, de-
ferv'd the Lafhes which he gave them, botly in that, and
in moft of his Canterbury ngle:. » Neither has his Con-
temporary Boccace fpar’d them. Yet both thofe Poéts
liv'd in much efteem, with good and holy Men in Or=" |
f ders : For the Scandal which is given by particular Priefts,
refleéts not on the Sacred Funétion.  Chaucer’s Monk, his
Chanon, and his Fryar, took not from the Charaéter of his'
Gdod Parfom. A Satyrical Poet is the Check of the Lay-
men, on bad Priefts.  Weare only to takecare, that we
involve not the Innocent with the Guilty in the fame
Condemnation: The Good cannot beétoo much honour'd,
@ nor the Bad too coorfly us’d : For the Corruption of the
| Beft, becomes the Worft. Whena Clergy-man is whippd,
hisGown 18 firft taken off, by which the Dignity of his’
Order is fecur’d : If he be wrongfully accus’d, he has his
A&ion of Slander; and “tisat the Poet’s Peril, if he tranf~
grefs the Law.  But they wili tell us, that all kind of Sa~
tire, tho’ never fo well deferv'd by particular Priefts, yet’
| brings the whole Order into Cootempt. Is thenthe Peer-
age of England any thing dithonour'd, when a Peer fuffers
& for his Treafon? If he be libell’d, or any way defam’d,
he has his:Scandalun Magnatam to punith the Offender.
‘-'ﬁﬁggfwho ufe thiskind of ‘Argament, feem to be con-
- cious to themfplves of fomewhar which has'deferv’d the
~Poet’s Liath § 4nd ate lefs concern’d for their Publick Ca-
'y th

their Private: At leaft, there is Pride at

ir Regfoning.  1f the Faulcs of M;éﬁg?.{ih‘f
d among themf(clves, they are
ry fince they fay th’é Hm:g A



be fure, that they will be impartia
~ far I may be allow’d to ipeak my Opinion in this Cafe, I
~ know not : But I am fure a Difpute of this Nature caus’d
- Mifchief in abundance betwixt a King of England and an
 Archbithop of Canterbury;, one ftafiding up for the Laws
~of his Land, and the other for the Honour (as he call’d it)
of God’s Church; which ended in the Murther of the
elawe, and in the whipping of his Majefty from Poft
* to Pillar for his Penmance. 'The Learn’d and Ingenious
' Dr. Drake has fav’d me the Labour of inquiring into the
~ Efteem and Reverence which the Priefts have had of old;
and 1 would rather extend than dimini(h any part of it =
Yet I muff needs fay, that when a Prieft provokes me
without any Occafion given him, 1 have no Reafon, un-
lefs it be the Charity of a Chriftian, to forgive him : Prior
dafit is Juftification fufficient in the Civil Law, ~If I an-
= fwer him in his own Language, Self-defence,. 1 am fure,
. mutft be allow’d me, and if [ carry it farther, even toa
 fharp Recrimination, fomewhat may be indulg’d to Hu=
. man Frailty. Yet my Refentment has not wrought fo
" far, but that 1 have follow’d Chaucer in his-Character of
a Holy Man, and have enlarg’d on that Subjeét with fome
Pieafure, referving to my felf the Right, if I fhall chink
fit bercafter, to defcriber another fort of Priefts, fuch as
~ are more cafily to be found than the Good: Parfon; fuch
~ as have given the laft Blow to Chriftianity in this Age,
- bya Prattice fo contrary to their Doérine. But this will
‘keep cold uill another time. In the mean while, I take’
. \'gpzaz'aum where lleft him. He muft have been a Mant -
. of a moft wonderful comprehenfive Nature, becaufe asiw
" has been truly obferv’d of him, he has taken intd the
"Compafs of his Canterbury Tales the various Manners and?
- Humours (as we now call them) -of the whole Englifp
- Nation, in his Age. - Not a fingle Charatrer bas efcap’'d
~ him. “All his Pilgrims are feverally diftingbith'd from
- each other ; and not only in theirInclinations, butin th
- very Phifiognomies and Perfons. BapriftaPortac

. have deferib’d. their Nacures better, than by the




s, and of their Telling, are fo fui
different and Callings, that each o
them would be improper in any other Mouth. Even the
grave and ferious Charattersare diftinguifh’d by theip feves
 ral forts of Gravity : sTheir Difcourfes are fuch as belong
to their Aje, their Calling, and their Breeding; fuch as
arc becoming of them, and of them only. Some of his
Perfons are Viciows, and fome Virtuous ; fome ar® up~
learn’d, or (as Chaucer calls them) Lewd, and fome are
Learn’d. Even the Ribaldry of the Low Chafaltersis
difierent : The Reeve, the Miller, and the Yok, are feve-
ral Mep, and diftinguifh’d from each other, as much-as
the mincing Lady Ptiorefs, and the broad-fpeaking gap-
¥ tooth’d Wife of Batbe. But enough of this : There is
fuch a Variety of Game fpringing up before me, that I
| am diftraéted in my Choice, and know not which to fol-
low. ’Tis fufficient to fay according to the Proverb, that
here is God’s Plenty. We have our Fore-fathers and
Great Grand-dames all before us, as they. were in Chawcer’s
LDays; their gencral Characters are ftill remaining in Man~
" kind, and even in England, tho’ they arecall’d by other
Names than thofe of Aomks, and Fryars, and Chanons,
and Lady Abbeffes, and Nuns: For Magkind is ever the
fame, and nothing loft out of Nature, tho’ every thing is
dlter’'d. May § have leave to do my felf the Juftice, (fince
}my Enemies will do me none, and are (o far from grant-

ing me to bea good:Poet, that they will not allow me fo
much as_to be a Chriftian, or a Moral Man) may I have
leave, I fay, to inform my Reader, that I have confin'd

my Choice to fuch Tales of Chaucer, as favour nothing of
cfty. If Lhad defir’d more to pleafe thanto inftrucky
Reeve, the Miller, the Shipman, the Merchant, the
Symuer,and above all, the Wife of Batheyin the Prologueto
her Tale, wouﬂbavppzqcnr’d meas many Friendsand Reas
. ilcm‘u ther@are Beaux and Ladics of Pleafurein theTown,
‘But I will no more off¢nd againft ‘Good Manners: 1 am
fenfible as Tought to be df:.hx:Scmdal,.l‘.l}avqu‘venby(myt v
Jloofe Wiitings; and make what Reparation Iam able, by,

- oar
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low
his Chara&ers, before.
s the Ribaldry,whlch is vcry gro{'s, in many of h
Novels., t
" But fofly Lprey o, ’f ﬁm' fmmfya e
Thatye ne arverte it nought my villany, .~
Though tha: 1 plainly jpubm this martere.
- To wllen you ber words, ‘and eke ber chere > v
- Ne though Ilpwk ber ward: ;lm[er{y, e (e L
',For this ye knowen as well as'l, ~ -
 Who fball tellen a vale aﬁcr aman R
A _He mote rebearfe as nye, as ever He cmc ¥ i
" Everich word of it been i bischarge, -~ ..
noa TR All fpekc he, never fo rudely, ne- largea
. Ife be mote tellen bis tale untrue,
ae Or eine things, or find words mew =
- He may not fpare, altho’ be were bis M{f
- He mote as well fay o word as anotber..
Chnﬂ'f e bimfelf full broad i in bo
And well I wote no V'llaiyw TR o e AR S
Eke Plato faizh, who fo can bim reda, o AR
’nx ward:mhm Cbuﬁa wgha dede.




- Winci was, &s is a jolly Colz, .~
Long as & Mafty and upright asa Bolt.
I have almoft done with Chaucer, when Thave anfwet'
fome Obje&ions relating to my prefent Work. I find
fome Peopl® are offended that 1 have'turn’d thefe Tales
‘into modern Englifh; becaufe they think them unweorthy
of my Pains, and look on Chaucer as a dry, old-fafhion’d
Wit, not worth receiving. I have often hcntﬂ'thc‘mé; :
Eatl of Leicefter fay, that Mr. Cowley himf@f was of that
Opinion; who having read him over at my Lord’s Re-
queit, declar’d he h na 'I‘;:i’ceJ of him. 1 ;I?re not ad=
# vance my Opinion againft the Judgment of fo great an
Author :y Bult) I thin %:‘fair, however, to lcavcgthe De-
cifion to the Publick : Mr. Cowley was too modeft to fer
up for a Diétator; and being thock’d perhaps with hisold
Style, never examin’d into the depth of his good Senfe.
Chaucer, 1 confefs, is a rough Diamond, and mutt firft be
polifl’d ere he fhines. I deny not likewife, that living
in our early Days of Poetry, he writes not always of a
piece; but fometimes mingles trivial Things, with thofe
| of greater Moment. Sometimesalfo, tho™ not often, he
runs riot, like Ovid,and knows not when he has faid enough.
But there are ore great Wits, befides Chaucer, whofe Fault
1s their Excefs of Conceits, and thofe ill forted. An Au-
“thor is not to wiil 031 he can, but only all he ought. ‘Ha-
-ving obferv'd this Redundancy in Chancer, (as it 1s an eafie
‘Matter for a Man of ordinary Parts to find 2 Faultin ong ©
ter) I hive not ty’d my felf to a Literal Tranflatiok -
ave often omitted what I judg’d uancceflary, or n
gnity cnough to appear i the Company of better
(am’d farther in fome Places, and

1§ own where I thought my Author
not given his Thoughts their true

oF




' Age, may take the
i th my Writings; if at ca%dxc& live long
jefavé Corredtion. It wasalfo neceflary fomes
to reftore the Senfe of Cbaum, which was loft or
fed in the Errors of the Prefg : Let this Example -
flice atprefent inthe Story of Palamou and Arcite, where
Temple of Diana is defcrib’d, you find ehefe Vcrfep, |

; -“.m"»’all.thc Editions of our Author :

There faw I Dane turncd unto a Tree,
I waegn wot the Goddefs Diane, !
But V enus Daughtery which that bight Dane

Which aficy, a little Confideration I knew was to be re=
%orm'dinto this Senfe, that Daphne the Daughter of Peneus

. was turn’d into a Tree. . 1 durft not make thus bold with

SHbRC, Y

‘Ovid, Jeit fome future Milbourn fhould arife, and fay, I
vmed from my Author, becaufe | underftoed him not.

But there arc other Judges who think I ought not: to
];xavc tranflated Chaucer into Englxﬁ, out of a quite con~ *
~ trary Notion: They fuppofe there is a certain Veneration
 due to hisold Language; and that it is little lefs than Pro-
fqmtxon and Sacrilege to alter it. They are farther of 0-
piniop, that fomewhat of his good Senfe will faffer in
this Transfufion; and much of the Beauty of his Thoughm
- will infallibly be loft, which ‘appear with morc. Grace in
- their old Habit. Of is Opinion was that excellent Per- |
- fon, whom I mention'd, the lare Earl of Leicefler, whe
. valu'd Chaucer as much as M. Cﬂwlfj defpisd him. My

m’d diffuaded me. : as think-
pp el
vail’d fo far me, as to defcr
ﬁchv'd, in deference to him: thn;y
Y?V ¢'d with what he urg’d m%
of mﬁ riter be to be uqderﬁo

ows. obfo A
oy

. rem Ju ‘ ; : a 4\:
% %‘ﬁ{{’wﬁ; di. '_ he




never to be remov’d: Cuftoms are chang
and even Statutes are filently repeal’d, when the Reafon
ceafes for which they, were enated. As for the other
Part of the Argument, that his Thoughts will lofe of
their origindl Beauty, by the Innovation of Words; in
the firft place, not only their Beauty, but their Bejng is
loft, where they are no longer underftood, which is the
| prefent Cale. I'graot, that fomething muft be laft in all
Transfufion, that is, in all Tranflations, dut the Senfe
will remain, which would otherwife be loft, or at leaft
be maim’d, when it is {carce intelligible; and that but to
§ afew. How few are there who can read Chaucer, fo as
to underftand him perfe&tly? And if imperfeitly, then -
with lefs Profir, and no Pleafure. ’Tis not for the Ufe
of fome old Saxon Friends, that 1 have taken thefe Pains
with him: Let them negleét my Verfion, becaufe they
have no need of it. I made it for their fakes who under-
ftand Senfc and Poetry, as well as they; when that Poe-
- try and Senfe is put into Words which they underftand.
1 will go farther, and dare to add, that what Beauties I
lofe in fome Places, | give to others which had them not
‘originally ;. But in this I may be partist to my felf; let
the Reader it‘d e, and I fubmit to his Decifion. . Yet I
think I have iu(% Occafion to complain of them, who be~
cayfe they anderltand Chaucer, would deprive the greater.
Part of their Countrymen of the fame Advantage, and
‘hoord him up, as Mifers do their Grandam Gold, only
to look on it éuqﬂclve;,- and hinder others from making
ufe of it. In fom, 1 ferioufly proteft, that no Man eyer
had, or can hive, a greater Veneration for Chaucer, than
my felf.. T have tranflated fome parc of his Works, enly
that I might perpetuate his Memory, or at leaft refrefh ity
' rymen, sIf L have alter’d himany where
it at the fame rime acknowledge, that
othing without him: Facile eft imventis
mmendation; and 1 am not fovain

-




im fingly, PR A
. Lady of my Acqnnmtaucé who k : -nd,' f Corre-

fpondence with fome Authors of t anr Sex in France,

- hias been inform’d by them, that dmm elle de Scudery,

‘who is as old as Sibyl, and infpir'd.like hcr by the fame

' God of Poetry, is at this time tranflating Chaucer into .
~modern French. From which [ gather, that hethas been for-

" merlytranflatedinto theold Provencal, (for how the thould

- come to underftand old Englifb | know not.) But the Mat-

. ter of Fact being true, it makes me think that there is

. fomething in‘t like Fatality; that after certain Periods of ~
- Time, theFame and Memory of Great Wits fhould be

renew’d, as.Chaucer is both in France'and England. If

this be wholly Chance, ’tis extraordinary 5 and I dare not

call it more, for fear of being tax’d with Superftition. -
Boccace comes laft tobe conﬁdcr’d, wholiving in the {ame

Age with Chaucer, had the fame Genius, and follow’d the

fame Studies: Both writ Novels, and each of them cultiva-

. ted his Mother-Tongue: But thegreateft Refemblance. of .

~our two Modern Authors being in their familiar Style,

~and pleafing way of relating Comical Adventures, I'may

~ pafs it over, becaufe I have tranflated nothing from Boc-

cace of that Nature. In the ferious Part of Poetry, the

~ + Advantage is wholly on Chaucer's Side; for tho’ the En-,
- glifiman has bmrow'd many Tales from the Tralian, y¢

It appears, that thofe of Baccace were not generally of his. |
“own making, but taken from Authors of former Ages,

~and by him only modell'd: So thdt what there was of |

Jnvention in either of them, may be Jndg’d equal. But

- Chaucer has refin'd on Boccace, and has me M%!):,Sﬁ!'f ;
ries which he has borrow’d, in his way of telli “& ough
Fro& allows more Liberty of Th ht, and the i~

. on is more eafie, when unconfin’d by Numbers. 9
s tryman carries nght, and yﬂt"ﬁms \}xeRpceat

* advantage. I defire not the Reader fhould rake,

and therefore T wdl fet two of their Difcourfe: e

ﬁme Slbjc&, in the fame L|gbt, ~for &1 ,' Mantoghd‘ e

»
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licentious: There Chaucer i i an of
mean Parentage, whom a youthful Knight of noble Blood
_was forc’d to marry, and confequently loath'd her:* The
Crone being in bed With him on the wedding Night,
and finding pis Averfion, endeavours to win his Affection
by Recafon, and fpeaks a good®Word for her felf, (as who'
. could blame her?) in hope to mollifie the fullen Bride-
§ groom. She takes her Topicks from the Benefits of Po-
| verty, the Advantages of old Age and Ugligefs, the Va-~
. nityof Youth, and the filly Pride of Anceftry and Titles
without inherent Virtue, which is the true Nobility.
When I had clos'd Chaucer, 1 return’d to Ovil, and tran=
1 flated fome more of his Fables; and by this time had fofar
- forgotten the Wife of Barh's Tale, that when 1 took up
Bociace, unawares I fell on the fame Argument of pre-'
~ ferring Virtue to Nobility of Blood, and Titles, in the
- Srory of Sigifmnnda; which 1 had certainly avoided for
. the Refemblance of the two Difcourfes, if my Memory had
. not fail'd me. Let the Reader weigh them both; and
"% if he thinks me partial 1o Chaucer, ’ris in him to right
Boccace. AR , § ety
. I preferin our Countryman, far above 3l his other Sto-
ries, the N6ble Poem of Palamon and Arcite, which is of
the Epigue kioH, and perhaps not much inferior to the /lias
% or the Aneis: the Story is more pleafing than either of
~ them, the Manners as perfect, the Diction as poetical, the
Learning as deep and various ; and the Difpofition full as
- artful : only it includes a greater length of Time, as ta-
. king up {even Years at leaft; buc Arifforle has left undeci-
ded the Duration of the Aétion ; which yetis eafily reduc’d
 into the Compafs of a Year, by a Narration of what pre-
Retnrn of Palamon to .Athens. T'had thought
! our Nation, and more particularly for.
unworthy, 1 have worn after him,
Engli [ Growth, and Chaucer’sown:
andeceiv'd by Boccace s for cafually looking on
his feventh Gin‘rﬁ;ta, ‘Tfound Dioneo (upder
; 3 754




\ pezza eantarono infiente d’ Arcita, e di Palanmne:
hich it appears that this Story  was written before the
¢ of Boceace; but the Name of its Author being wholly
, Chaucer is now_become an Original; and I queftion
byt the Poem has rec€iv’d many ‘Beauties by paﬁin
hrough his Noble Hands. Befides this Tale, there is ano-
ther of hisown Invention, after the manner of the Proven- |
mli:, call’d Bbe Flower and the Leaf, with which 1 was
pamcuiar} pleas’d, both for the Invention and the
Moral 5 tha;j cannot hinder my felf from rccommcndmg,
:t to the Reader.
_As a Corollary to this PrcFace, in whxch I have done
]'uﬁmz‘ to others, I owe fomewhat to my felf; not that
1 think it worth my time to enter the Lifts with one
31-—-, and one B—, but barely to take notice, that ﬁlch
~ Men there are who have written fcurriloufly again®t m
 without any Provocation. ——, who is in Orders,
x tendsamongﬁ the reft this Quarrel to me, that Thave fa lm
~ fovlon Pricfthood ; if I have; Tam only to ask Pardon of
_ gogd Priefts, and am afraid his Part of the Reparation will
. cometolittle. Let him be fatisfied that he ﬂml{nbtbcablc
- to force himfelf upon me for an Adverfary. Lcontemn himg
- 00 much to enter into Competition with him. His éwn
B ’I‘ranﬂatrons of Virgil bave anfwerd his Criticifms on mine.
H% s they fay, he has decla’d in Print) he prefers the
Verfion of Ogilby to mme, the Wortd has e him tlge 4
fame Complement : «‘For trs on all hands, t!u! ‘
e writes even below t, y§m will fay
eafily to be done; burwh at anuoe -wn-brmg
am fatisfy’d howcv:r, that while heand I live tog
thall n ,;bcrhouﬁ“ht the worft Poct . It 1o
a8 if I'had defir'd him underhand to w; ; et
o gﬂmgdnmyh%n et iWnof?&b;éh "
I:“,' ‘, vice, and am w of his Tis
’h‘n oL 1flgould perfuade mﬁm@. f""
hﬁgﬁo& Gﬁces, and wme ﬁlch anozhcr ritique on any




thi mine ,
Stroke with the R i y of
Poems, to make the We ‘ r Opinionof them.
'He has raken fome Pains with my Poetry 5 but no bedy
- will be perfuaded to take the fame with his.  If ['tnd ta-
kento the Church (a8 he affirms, but which was never in
-my Thoughts) !{hould have had more Senfe, if ot more
Grace, than to have turn’d my felf out of my Benefice by
' writing Libels on y Parithioners. But his Accolint of
B my Manners and my Principles, are of a Piece with his
Cavilsdnd his Poetry : And fol have donewit} him%or ever.
| As for the City Bard, or Knight 'hyfician, I hear his
‘Quarrel to me is, that | was the Author of Abfalom d
/'chifgbal, whiqm thinks is a little hard%n his Fana-
tique Patrons in Z0don. 2
But I will deal the more civily with his two Poems, be-
caufe nothing illis to be fpoken of the Dead: And there«
fore Peace be to the Aanes of his Arthurs, 1 will only
| fay that it was not for this Noble Knight that I drew the
‘Plan of an Epick Poem on King 4rthur in my Preface tothe
Tranflation of Fuvenal. The Guardian Angels of King-
doms were Machines too ponderous for him to manage;
and therefore he rejected them as Dares did the W hirl-
bats of Eryx when they were thrown before him by Enzel- -
Ius : Yet from that Preface he plainly took his Hint: For
he began imnediately upon the Story; tho’ he had the
Bafenels not to acknowledge his Benefactor ; but inftead of
ity to traduce me ina Libel. i
- 11fhall fay the lefs of Mr. Collier, becaufe inmany Things
~ he has tax'd me juftly; and 1 have pleaded Guilty to alt «
~ Thoughts and Expreffions of mine, which can be truly
argu'd of Obfeenity, Profancnefs, or Immorality; andre-
B MCM 1f hebe my Encny, let him triumph ; if he be
. myFriend, as | ha _,fgigve: _hi_‘r"n nc;{cfrfoml OCCSﬁ;cn to ‘;cd:
~ oth ‘he'willbe glad of my Repentance. ltbecomes
E “me not tofiraw my Pen in i;g;'yl)cfcnq; of a bad Caufe,
‘when 1 have fq@%_d&ﬂrniﬁfm a'good one. Yetitwere
di : g]aca behas perverted
Gioﬂ'cs;;nﬂiutcrprctedﬁy' ordsin-
: 9 4

 noc difficalcto prove, thatin many
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. were altogether Zeal, which prompted him to his rough
. manner of Proceeding; perhaps it became not one of his
Fun&on to rake into the Rubbifh of Ancient and Modern

iy

| Plays; a Divine might have employ’d his Pains to better

e

is toomuch given to Horfe-play inhis Rail-
o Battel, 1i Ea%ﬁﬁt%};bé lough.
The Zeal of God's. Houfe bas e nbimM%,

R
o

Liam fure it has devour'd fome Part of his good M
nd Civility. It might alfo be doubted, whether it

_ . purpofe,ithan in the Naftinefs of Plaurus and Ariftophanes

| L]
i

. Poets, or on Horace, Fuvenal, and

‘whofe Examples, as they excule not me, {0 it might be -
poflibly fuppos’d, that he read them not withour fome

leafure. 'Tleey who have written Comgentaries on thofe

; Mml, have explain’d
fome Vices, which without their Interprerarion bad been
unknown to Modern Times, Neither has he judg’d im-

. partially berwixt the former Age andus.

~_There 1s more Baudry in one Play of Flénbh‘s,‘*&ifq .

The Cuftom of zhe Country, than in all ours together.. Yer
- thishas been often a&cd on the Stage in my remembrance.
. 'Arethe Times fo much morereform’d now, thanthey were -

gy

bt
“. i

Five and twenty Years ago? If they are, Icongratulate the
Amendment of our Morals. Butl am not to prejudice the
Caufe of my Fcll%w-?oc’ts;,thq'@ 1 abandon my.own De-

 fence : They have fome of them anfiwer’d for themfelves, - |
- and peither they nor I can think Mr. Gollier fo formidable

' an Enemy, that we fhould fhunhim. He has loft Ground |
* at the latter end of the D:{, by purfuing his Point too far,

~ Jike the Prince of Condé at th Senneph : From
. Immoral Plays, to No Plays; ab abufi ad ufurt, non valer -
confequentia.” But being a Party, Lam not 1o erc my felf
i into a Judge. As for the reft of thofe who have writter

3

g
4

the Battel of Senneph : From

3 3
A o . i
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inft me, they are fuch Scoundrels, that they deferve not
‘leaft Notice to be taken of them. B—dad M—are. -

v { & » i
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¥ 7To Her GR ACE the

Dutchefs of OR MO N Z), ;

With the following PO E M of

PALAMON and ARCITE” .
From CH AU C R g

MADAM,

tz-ve Tangue ; o
Tun'dto bis Britith Lyre this anm’nt

: Song
Which Homer might wztbaxt a Blu/b rebmrﬁ,

- And leaves a doubtful Palm in Virg\l's Verfe:
He mattw'tbei}Bemtie.r, where theymoft excell;
Of Love ﬁmg better, and of Arms as well.

| Vmbf e, Illﬂﬂnom Ormond, 20 behold

; What Pow'’r t% Charms of Beauty bad of old;

Q"Nor Wer if_ﬁwj Deeds of Arms were dones
?'Inj}m’dlzytwpﬁ:rEy.r,tbatjferéledl:l:eymrowx |

¥

l‘; i
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i
air NM& before bis -Eyes be fits
b&b the fazh’ﬁ was Plantagenet, ¢ g*




5

T fimooth the Seas; a foft Etefian Gale

.Namon s o ngb:

| )!;td Congﬂ rmg Thefeus from bis Side bad jént’m

Zowr gew'vous Lordstoguide the ThebanGovernment.

Time fhall accomplifb that; and T ﬂ)all ﬁe 4
" APalamon in Him, in You an Emily.

Already have the Fates your Path prej’dr’d,
And fure Trq/' g6 your future Swy-dedar’l RE W
When Weftward, like the Sun, You took your W’q,

' And from benighted Britain bore the Dawyy." 5 5
Blue Triton gave the Signal from the Shore, _
The ready Nereids beard, and fwam before
But juft mﬁnr’d, and gently fwell’d the Satl; ‘3
. Portunfs fook bis Turn, whofe ample Hend' = |
Heav'dup tbelxgkten’d Keely and funk the Sm g
And ﬁcar'd the ﬁm'ed‘ Veffel fafe to Land.

ﬂe LM, :f not rqﬂnm’d, bad met Taar Way,




"’wa Approacb, tbqy crowded to the ?ort,
dnd fFarcely Landed, Tou create a Cours:
brmnnd’: Hirh»ger, to You they ﬂm, i@

Venus is the Promife of the Sun. iy
The Waflewf Civil Wars, their Tawug deﬂrqy’d

fales unhonour’d, Ceres lmemplo i kb

Jfargot anJ m Trmmﬂ:ant fqu




, Fn I ﬁrtell‘tbat lelemu;y Year)
Th _/barfm’Z Share fball vex the Soil no mvre,
But Eartb unbidden [ball produce ber Store:
The Land Jball laugh, the circling Ocean fm[e.
" And Heav'ns Indulgence blefs the Ho{y Le..
Heav'n from all Ages bas referv¥d for Tow
That bappy Clyme, which Venam nevgr éue'w,, i
Or tf it bad been there, Lour Eyes alone
Have Power to chafe all Poyfon, but their owm.
- Now in this Interval, which Fafe bas caft .

Betw:xt 2" our Fumre Glorze:, and. Zour. ?ajl,

ES3 ORI

'F W’”k’:jf; *

:

Bj wbz;jw Zou feem the Seafons t8 command

-~ Hnd 5rmgbar Summer s back to their for jisbm Laﬂ?i
Tbe Ve amg:qﬁd 1fle aur Lezﬁtre muft attend, |
T dl tbe F’a:r Bk] ing we wwbj' ife 20 ﬁnd




Subject in his Prince may claim a étfgbt,
ﬁar i ﬁr bim with Strength impair'd to Sight;
4:@'511 Force rewirns, his Ardour we reftrain,

'y .Aud curb bis Warlike Wifb to crofs the Main.
Now Paft the Danger, let the Learwd hgm 9
IZ;’ Emg:m:y, where ﬂxﬁafe could enter ins
Hmtbojé malignant Atm fore dtlerqy,r P 'J?
:;,mat in the fautle[s Frm they found tomokmbe:r :
f H’im‘e ev’ 79 Element was 'we:gb’d /‘o wdl, ’




Jud I frepgr’d to fcy inVe erﬁ: rude
- A mofl detefled it of Gratitude: :
Ev'n tbf: ‘bad been Tour Elegy, which mw 5
Is oﬁw for Tour Health, the Table Qf"zy ng. :
Zour Angel fure our Motley's Miad ug@w’d, &
To find the Remedy Your 1il requir'd; . - :
As onee the Macedon, 4y Jove’s @ecree, i
Was taught to dream an Herb for Prolomee: ‘
Or Heav’ny which bad fuch Quer-coff baﬁow’l,

- ds j‘wce it could afford to Flefh MBW
- S0 lik'd the Frame, be would not work Mc;w, |
Tbﬂw (bp Charges of another 2ou. IR
Or by his middle Science did beflcery
‘Hnd faw ﬁue great contingent Good 4}’]:42“
thl wmbu Mr‘adc to beep I‘ ou bem'
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KNIGHT s TALE

In Turee Books.

”BooxLa' f

F ame : |
vaham; Prince; and Tbeﬁx: was s
lustm | >4
A Ch;qukwho more in Feats of An-ms-excell’d
TMW;@ ;he SettmgSun beheld, e




*@r dre you 1njur’d and’ demand Relief?
Wme your Reque&. and I will eafe your Grief.
The moftin Yeats of all the Mourmng Train
b “Began (bati fwooned firft away for Pain)
Then fcarce recover’dy fpoke: Nor envy we '
: *L'l%y great Renown, nor grudge thy Vr&ory,

’;\;"“rls thine, O King, th>AffliGted to redrefs, ¢
And Fame has fill'd the World with thy. Succefs:
We wretched Women fue for that alone,
Igﬁ‘;'Whu:’k,M)f thy Goodnefs is refus’d to none: o
W fall fome j)rops of Plty on our Gnef

g;’* ‘ ,' hc:ld the Rank-of que.reagn quea before :
# “'Fill,:fghagk§ to ,-giddg 'c;b ‘

w,. »i

s ; e |




Rl mgﬂmd Watted in the Tt:’mple*nrgh 71
Built to the gracious Goddefs Clemency. - &
Butrev rencethou the Pow’r whofe Name it bear!“
. Relieve th.Opprefs’d and wipe the\Vx&owsTears :
1, wretched I, have other Fortune feen, = '
8 The Wife of Capanens, and once a Queen: .
At Thebes he fell ; curft be the fatal ay !
And all the reﬁ thou feeﬁ in this Array, : )&

Befow thatTown beﬁeg’d by: ourCoqf.ed ~rat.eHO t:
But Crein, old and impious, who commands
| The Theban City, and ufurps the Lands, . -~
" Denies the Rites of Fun’cal Fires to thefe
‘Whofe breathlefs Bodies yet he calls his Fces.
- Unburn'd) unbury’d, on a Heap they lie;. .+ - ;,:
- Such is their Fate, and fuch-his Tyrannyj,r ,
. No Friend has leave to bear away the Dead, = -
| Buc with their Lifelefs Limbshis Houndsarefed:
At this fhe skriek’d aloud, the mournful Train X
. Echold her Grief, and grov’ling on the Plain A

: W*QthandH&ndsuphcld tomove hstimj"i{\

Befoughbmg Pity to their helplefs Kind! -
B3




'rhempcemmuch'd bis"rwsbcgm
Aad as his tender Heart would break in two, %
He ﬁgh’d and could nor but their Fate deplore,
" So wretched now, fo fortunate before., -
Thcn‘hghtly from his lofty Steed he flew,
And raifing one by one the fuppliant Crew,
To comfort each full folemnly he {fwore,
 That by the Faith which Knights to nghthood
:{7_’ And.what e’er elfe to Chivalry belongs, Lagrss
:;" . Hewould notceafe, tillhe reveng’d their Wrongs:
That Greece thou’d fee perform’d what he declar’d;
And cruel Creon find his juft Reward.
mr He faid nomore, but, fhunning all Delay,
Rode on; nor enter'd Athens on his Way :
But left his S1ﬂer and his Qleen behin&,n

o xwwx—*w i*"” ‘:g‘nvsqr“-‘-? .
N T
ok

| Where in an Argent Field the God of War
ff‘ ~Was drawn triumphant on his Iron Carr; .
j%‘ *Red was his Sword, and Shield, and whole Attire,
" And all the Godhead feem’d to glow with Fire;
% Evn tthround glitter’d whereé theStandard flew,
é’i And the green Grafs was dy’d to fanguine Hue,
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High on his ppiﬁted Lance his Pennon bn;cﬂ
His Cretan Fight, the conquer’d Minotaure:
The Soldiers fhout around with gen’rous ‘Rta e
. And in that Vitory, their own prefage.
He prais'd their Ardour: inly pleas'd to fge
His Hoft the Flow’r of Grecian Chivalry.
All Day he march’d;; and all th’ en{@ing Night; -
And faw the City with returning Light.
The Procefs of the War I need not tell,
How Thefeus conquer’d, and how Creon fell:
Or after, how by Storm the Walls were won,
Or how the Vior fack’d and burn’d the Town
- How to.the Ladies he reftor’d again
The Bodies of their I ordsin Battel flain: _
And with what ancient Rites they were mtcrr’é
Al thefe to fitter Time fhall be deferr’d:
I fpare the Widows Tears, their woful Cries
Apd Howling at their Husbands Obfequies;
- How Thefeus at thefe Fun'rals did affift, [MH
And with what Gifts the mourning Dames du’-fj
Thus. wben the Viétor Clncf had Creon ﬂaxq;r 4

By .




ﬁaughtét’d Foes,whom firlt to Death they fent,
& 5 ieTrophies of theirStrength,a bloody Monument.
th fair, and both of Royal Blood they feem'd,
" Km{men tothe Crown the Heraldsdeem’d;
”'Daym equal Arms they fought for Fame;-’*_- 7
s Swm‘ds, thelr Sh1clds, their Surcod!s were -

o v.c.; hi\. q

@mly Bofoms pierc’d Wuh manya & wi?
f"ﬁ_w,nqr Whoﬁy dead thcy we,e;ﬁwgun

k msthePulfe, andhardiyheav’d the Heai!t :
e tWO were: Szﬁersﬁbd:*ahd Art:tg bne,




And foftly both convey’d to Thefeus’ Tcntg" ,
Whom known of Cresn’s Line,and cur’d with ca
He to his City fent as Pris’ners of the War,
Hopelefs of Ranfom, and condemn’d to lie -
In Dyrance, doom’d a lingring Death to, dxe. i
This done;he march’d away with waflikeSound,
And to his Arhens turn’d with Laurels crown’d.
Where happy long he livid, much lov’d an
“'more renown’d.
~Butin a Tow’r, and never to be ‘loos’d,” '
The woful captive Kinfmen are inclos’d; =
“Thus Year by Year they pafs, and Day by lﬁdky';,‘L
“Till once (’twas on the Morn of chearful Mﬁ})
The yopng Emilia, fairer to be feen ;
Thannthe fair Lilly on the Flow’ry Green,
“More frefh than May her felf in Bloffoms new
‘(For with the Rofie Colour ftrove her Hue)
Wak’d as her Ciiﬁom’*ww before the Day',,‘f :
To do th’Obfervance due to fprightly May:
For fprightly Mgy commands our Youth to k
The V:gﬂs of herNight, and breaks then' ﬂu op
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? Each ;entle&e-ﬁ with kmdlyWarmth ﬂwmem $
/ Infpires new Flames, revives extinguifh’d Loves;
- In this Remembrance Emily ere Day
x\ Arofe, and drefs’d her felf in rich Array;

. Freflxas the Month, and as the Morning fair :
r?* Adown her Shoulders fell her length of Hair:
A Ribband &id the braided Trefes bind,
( The reft was loofe, and wanton’d in the Wind:
! durara had but newly chas’d the Night,
And purpled o’er the Sky with blufhing Light,
. When to the Garden-walk fhe took her Way,
; To fport and trip along in Cool of Day, %
ok _ And offer Maiden Vows in Honour of the iazy
' At ev’ry Turn, fhe made a:little Stand,
~ And thruft among the Thorns her Lilly. Hand
" To draw the Rofe, and ev'ry Rofe fhe drew. ™
. She fhook the Stalk, and brufh’d away the Dew :

Then party-colour’d Flow’rs of white and red
; She wove, to make a Garland for her Head :

Th:s done, fhe fung and caroll’d out fo clear,

'Fb&‘ Men and Angels might rejoice to hear. .

Ev’n wondring Philomel forgot to fing ;.

pnd learn’d from Her to welcome in the Spring,
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Wlthm whofc Keep the Captive nghts were h»'h 1
Built of a large Extent, and ftrong withal, -
Was one Partition of the Palace Wall:
The Garden was enclos’d within the Squarg
~ Where young Emilia took the Mormng-A.u,

It happen’d Palamon the Pris’ner Knight,
Reftlefs for Woe, arofe before the Light,
And with his Jaylor’s leave defir’d to breathe
An Air more wholefom than the Damps beneath,
This granted, tothe Tow’r he took his Way,
Cheer’d with the Promife of a glorious Day : |
Then caft a languithing Regard around, = o
And faw with bateful Eyes the Temples crownd%
With golden Spires, and allthe Hoftile Ground.
He figh’d, and turn’d hisEyes, becaufe he kﬂew
*Twas but a larger Jayl be had in view: |
"Then look’d below, and from the Caftle’s b,clghe
Beheld a nearer and more pleafing Sight: . 5
The Garden, which before he had not feen, 3. |
In Spring’s new Livery clad of Whiteand Green, |
- Frefh Flow’rs in wide Parrerres, and fhady. *,
Walks between.
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Mm {for {o his Déﬂ:iny 'requir’d-)» £ '\- g
With walking giddy, and with thinking tir’d,
iic thro” a liftle Window caft his Sight,

" Tho’ thick of Bars, ‘that gavea feanty Lighe:
’But ev'n that Glimniering ferv’d him to dﬁkry
‘* | inevitable Charms of Emily. W g
e ”&amc had he feen,but feiz’d with fudden Smart,
bt 10 the chk he felt it at his Heart;
uck blind with overpow’ring Light he ftood,
ftarted back amaz'd, and cry’d alouds
Young Arcité heard; and up he:ran-;mghhaﬁe,
> help his Friend, and in his Arms embrac’d;
-ask’d him why he look’d fo deadly wan, '
hence, and how hischange of Cheeér began?
10 had done'th’ Offence? Butif, faid he-, ¥
rief alone is hard Captivitys <« . 00
-of Heav'n, with Patiem‘:e.undergu“fa £




" So flood our Horoféope in Chains to lie,
:vand Satrn in the Dungeon of the Sky,
.Or other baleful Afpect; ruld our Birch,
When all the friendly Stars weré under Earth: =~
Whatelker betides; by Defliny *tis done;” ’
Andbétter bear like Men, than vainly feekmﬂnm.
Nor of my Bonds, faid Palamon afain, = 4 b
Nor of unhappy Planets I complain ; 5 :
But when my mortal Anguifh.caus’d my Cry,@*
‘That Moment I yas hurt thro’ either Eye; "i‘
Piercd with 2 Random-fhaft, Ifaint away,
'And perith with infenfible Decay: 1
A Glance of fome new Goddefs gave the Wo
Whom, like: Acon, unaware I found. ot
Look bow fhe walks along yon fhady Space,
<Not ﬁfm moves with’ more Majeftick Graoe;
~And all the Cyprian Queen is in her Face. !
Af thou art Wenus, (for thy Charms ,confefs
~ThatFace  wasform’din Heav’n) norart thou lefs;
. Difgim’d m"ﬁgbxt,r undtfgms’d in Shape, "

-

’QRS !fm Doombc pa{t in Bonds to lie 71418
_ Fgrc-foe, andin a loathfom Dungeon die; "" :




m ‘Tf\en be ﬁ‘y Wnﬂn a)ppcas’d mh our Dsfgracé,
And 4hew Compaflion to the Theban Race,

’ cfs’d by Tyrant Pow’r! Whileyet hefpoke,

?: Jratfe on Emily had fix’d his Looks . -

5’; ‘The fatal Dart a ready Paflage found, |\

- And deep within his Heart infix’d the Wound:

% So that if Palamon were wounded fore,

? Arcite was hurt as. much as he, or more:

- Then from his inmoft Soul he figh’d, and faid,

w The Beauty 1 behold has ftrugk me dead: -

; Unknowingly the ftrikes; and kills by Chance 3

" Poyfon is in her Eves, and Deathinev'ryGlance.

B Og I muft ask ; nor ask alone, but move

g Her Mind to Mercy, or muft die for Love:

 Thus Hreire! And thus Palamon rupﬁhs, e’

(Enger his Tone, and ardent were his Eyes))

§peak’ﬁ thou in earneft, or in jefting Vein? ' %

m I

jcﬂing faid Areite, fuits but ill with Pain. -
'c&_fum fat worfe (faid Palamon again,

; ;And bent his Brows)withMen whoHonour W!iish,
i m Faith to break, their Friendfhip tobetray ;
5 But worft with Thee, of Noble Lineagt born,
My Kinfman, and in Arms my Brother fwotn.




