
.,... 

No (Olllphin! 
.... no_ ",.de 
1>, Nund«ORlIf 
,.{ Ih •• GO", br._ 

PAR'I", I1J • 

What ...... ere the dimen6on. of the room in which 
Ihe Rajib NUr.ldocomar WaB ~n,d ~. 

Nunoocoma,r -had , two roomt, which' had belonged 
to the gaoler and his family, who gtve them up for 
hi, Iccommodiltion. I Cilnnot recollea the cud.: di
menflons; but as near as ! cail, I think they were 
about 15 feet {quare each. ' 

flow were they floored? 
The inner room, in which Nundocomar relided, 

was boarded. I am not (ure whether the outer 'room, 
where his fe,..,ants fefidcd, w.u bGarded or not. It 
was either boarded or ICfratTed. 

Atc you (un~ it was not boarded? 
No. 
Do you know of what caft the ((tvuts of NU'ndo. 

cornar were ~ 
No. 
D id you enquire"? 
I did not. 

D id any on(j..rrom ~jr Elijah Impey enquire? 
Not that I know of. 
What pro,~ifion was made for dreJling his 'vidual! 

before (he Pundit, were confulted ? 
I do not know of anYt except cbat there wa~ a fire 

place in the Oljltet roo~. 

\Vhat fort of t fire· place? 
Such as is Ulfual in that country. 

;"1 bolldd, of tbt uti of hi. f'''',lIllf, ,Of uy .. ,,>I of ~~mooI.tiOIl for tlI.tlll, _ of 
tbe til._plo,~. OJ .... " of prop~,corl'''fli.u. ,;,., CO<Illillg, 

U{ual to whom 1 
I f~alc of the urage of European.. I know no. 

Ihing,of the u:Cage of the natives. 

, 
Was any e!l'lquiry made on tbatJubjea l 
Not tbat I knoW' of. " 

r;.;~:;~:~~ \Verc not the Pundit, you (peak ofofluts of the· 
Pet. dIot •• : Sup.nme COUI'C, and paid ;a.s (ueb , 
Tbe " .. nd;" d;,j . . • . . . 
JOOT keo ... , to" 0f,b. dbbli4tmr"1' of Ih ('0 .. <1, liII ld Fdl" 177'1' VI .. Coo(lIlnliollI 
.-flh" . a1C. T~.C",," lit .. , .,. mort tho two PaUitf, F01II' "'crt colI(.lIo1. 
AJtftd~ I, N., IS" 

3 1 believe 
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I belie.e they were. Row_ld.btt 

. ;,bill."" (.kI bt _ 
Werc they not remonable it the pleafure of the fote Ihn c_ 

Court' ' millot polli~, 

I . k . be .. adeU""," 
do not now whether they were or not-I filould ill the Hoafc of 

prcNme they were. LoNll 

Did they con{QIt the learned Bumin! at Kitbn_luf. · 
or any other eminent collcgl: of Pundits in Bengal! 

Not that I knowof •. 

Did they confuh-the Pundit Bramins that were then 
arrembled at Calcutta, for the purport of making a 
di~en- of the G cntoo laws? 

I do not know whom tbey confulted. 

How (oon did the Pundit~1 deliver their opinions after 
they were c<!nfuhcd 1 

I ·believe the objeClion or the prifoncr -to eat and 
drink Wal made known to the Judges the eighth of 
Mar. by a mcffa&c from the Council delivered by the 
fheriff; it was on the (a.me day. to the belt of my re
co!ieaion, that the Pundits delivered their opinion. 

"Did they ilate how expi,ation was to be made (or 
any irre~ularities in food •• in cafe the Mahab Rajah waa 
hanged t 

Not that I recolleCl. 

Then an extraCt from the report of the Committee to 
whom the petition of John Touchet and Jobn 
Irving, agents for the Britifh fubjecb refiding in 
the province. of Beng:!!, Babaf, and OrifTa, and 
their feveral dependencie., was referred, was hue 
direacd to be infefted • . 

, (I) There being at this time a Btamin ill 
C England who is it fubjet\: of a Gentoo.go
C vernment, your committee judging it to be 
C tbe molt aUlhentic fource ofinformation con· 
C 'cc(ning the ufagel' aDd religion of the Hin.· 
, d.oos, rcqudkd bil: attendance i and the par
I lieutar. of hi, Itx~Lmi.d:atioD being iotcrpretcd 

, by 
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~ ." Charles William B~&b[on Roufe~ ifq; 
, a member of ybur CD'ltl'llitlee, are-That i. 
, name is Honwontrow-That he comes from 
'Poonah. a Gentoo government, of which 
& i)ittal'ah it the capihl-That 'it i. ,ovcrned 
, by the Pelhwah, who is. Bramin-That he 
, i. come to England on t~e part (If Ragonaut 
, Row~ with letter. to the King and the Eaft: 
, India Company-That be i. a Bramin
, Thai his call as well as all othen js obliged 
& to obferv!:' particular rules and modes or life 
, _That the objet\ of wodhip is alilce to all 
, caa. j; 'but that there are many {cCts and 
& diilinClions, each of which has its ' peculiar 
, rul,,5.-That there arc {our principal cafts, 
& and within theft there Irc a great many 
, others; and tbat it is . criminal for Iny 
• Genlloo to ttanfgrefs the ,ulu of his partieu-
• lar caft-That he may lofe his edt entirely; 
& or, according to the nalure of the offence, 
, it may admit of expiation.-Then being 
• diced, Whether (orne of there expiations arc 
• not I~xpc nflve and 'IJOublefome t he (aid, 
• Without expenee and trouble, how can ex. 
• piali' ~n be made? That it would be propor_ 
• tionitible to the crime; for inRance, brimhat. 
• leT, o.r killing of a Brami,.; firehatta, or the 
• Itill inl~ of a woman; barhatta. or the killing 
, of a child; gowhatu, or the killing of a 
• COW; ale the four great offences that require 
• the 0"10 (\ rigorous ex.piation.; and the degree 
• of criminality is nearll alilte-That he muR: 
, make one diflinBion, that it caR only bc 
, done by conrern and' dire8ion of learned 
, Bramins-Thu in cafe of. rkh perCon, the 
• expia tion is large (uQ)' g~¥~ in charity; jf 

. • of low conditiOn.. long pilgrimages, as far as 
• twelve yean, without {hoc., and naked feet, 
& wo'uld be enjoined-That by the' Jaws and 
& cuR-OIm! of th"c GeQtoot a Bramin might 
• poliMy commit {Ilcb~ crime .. to i~r 1h, 
" punit!:uncQt of dwb, for inltanc:e. wilful 

n:nudcr; 
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C murder; but there i. one thi~g. il is 11#/""'" ;'lIIM:binC 

c rr,ht t, INt.! a Brj~m;,,: if IN is tf bt put t, ~ ~- ef 
, tlUI/h, it jh,u/J bt with /J fig1rtl.-At the (arne :h~'IM::'!' 
c time the wilner, added~ That he nevcr heard oIlhe ~lli_ 
~ of an in{tancc in w~kh. under In Hindoo :;~:'~:rof 
'goYernmenl, a Bramln_was put 10 death. romp •• int. 01' 

, Then being aflcecl, Whether there is any pclilio". of 
C other Clime bcfideli wilful murder. for which ~~~!:=::;.:~ .• 
e a Bramin can be punifhcd with death? he '1 .... « of Mf .... 
, (aid, The prince may take bia life (or fome jng d~"h ~1 
• b h f· " " ft h hlnllng, ". In1 great reae 0 trUll, or crime aga m I e di(t'"ll '""IH:. 
, (hte; but hilngi ll~; would not be the punifh. Iwe<n Itt>1 H"Iz 
, ment-The punifbmtnt uf death is not in- ond dUll! by till' 
c ftiCted rOT .fmaller ~atters; but what othe/wOfJ

• 

C crimes can merit dl~ath ?-Thol hlmgi"g is, by 
C tlu HindlOs, confidtrtd os 0 g""'" p~{{4titm; 
, ond fllrthlr. it is ,h.! bllit! of Ih, Hind"s, that 
C oman who fuffirs d.fath by 1M/word has pardan 
, ftJr his cjftnm; but if hi di,l by tht holttr. hi 
, di,l wi,,, his fin! "PM him-That a ptrfon 
f dying by fuielde or by the halttr, 10!lnot ha'IJI Nundocom .... 
, his fu,,"al rills ptrfurtlUd-rhat Ihr hody of 0 fUII.,,1 tile. 
, h""gld Bromi" is fo ,ollJlltd. thot- o"oth(r u'ill ..... perfo, .... d. 

• nQt UJlilh it.-~nd .being arked the particular Vide Ap~lIdix 
, feafon, the wjtneti bid, How c;an I tell you 10 ~k fune; ,', 
, the rearons for it? fuch is our ;ancient re_ MfcII.<.lh. l.fl 

I" " I ' I" "J f C h NO.lrlhetnd. 
'IglOO. t IS a g;eneu principe u .'1" ,"Hi,bod,w •• 
, Ihll.t an Hindoo Chould die pl;aced upon theJdi •• ,!'<ir<>rh& 

f urth.-Being a!ked, Whether there are not Br • ..,;? IU be 

crimes by which H indool may lofe their caR? burDI. 

• he raid, There are i for inltance, that be. 
" being .a Bumin, .could not e,l .any thing 
• prepared by Ihe hands 01 the -Perfee (who was 
, then filling by himh that if he did he lhould 
, lo(e hi, calt j and ~hat if he . had done It of 
, 'bis own free will, it could not be expialed j 

, thaT, though a Ge;[ltoo thould hne rellfled, 
C if he be forced vi!)leml, into an k.'t of im. 
c pmity~ it win reft with the lc.arntd Bramins. 
, wheth~ to ltflorc him to his caft at.ain, or 
, DOt-Tbt, tbe, C:IlR 00 Doming in it but by 

[0,: "ho 
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" by Chulu WilHam Bo,ghtOll Roufe, Efq; 
" a n:lember of yOUI' committee, atc-That j, 
" name is Honwontrdw-That be comes (rom 
"Ponnan. is Gentoo gO¥C"fll1lent, of Which 
" "Siuarab i. the capiul-That it is Il:overned 
" by the Pdhwah. who is a Bramin--Tbat he 
" i s (~ome to England on tbe part uf Ragonau! 
" Row, wilh letteu to the King and the Eaft 
" India Company-Tbat he i. a Bramin
• Th,at his caR as well as all others ,5 obli~d 
" to obfervc' particular rules and modes of life 
" -That the obje8. of wor£hip is alike to all 
• call. I -but tbat there are many (cas and 
" difiindions, each of which has ie, peculi.r 
, ru lf~s-That there are (our principal cafts, 
" and within thefe there an: a great many 
" acn n s; and that it is . criminal for any 
C Gentoo to tranfgrefs Ihe rule. of his particu~ 
" laf Icafi_ That he may lo(e his caft entirely; 
" or, according to the nature of tbe offence, 
" it Inay admit of expiation.- Tnen being 
" alkl~d, Whether (orne of thefe cxFialions afC 
• not expentivc and 'trOuble(lme l be (aid, 
, Without expente and trou ble, how can ex .. 
, pi~li"n be made f That it would be propor_ 
, tion. .. ble to the crime j for inRance, bcimhat .. 
" ter, o r killing of a Bramin i firehattl, o r the 
, kilhng of a woman.i barhattl. or the killing 
, of :. child; gowh atta, or the killing of a 
, COVl' . arc the four great offences tbat require 
• the moll: rigorous expiation.; and tbe degree 
• of 1:l iminality is neadl alike-That he muft: 
" ma.:e one dIR inBion, ' that it can only be 
, done by confent and ' diret\ion of learned 
, Bramins-That in cafe of a rich perf on, the 
" expiat ion is large fum, g!VC.D in charity i if 

." of ' lIw conditiOn. . long pilgrimages, as far as 
• twelve year., without (boe., and naked feet, 
, would be (,lIja,ined-That by the raws and 
C cuR:oms "of 'he Gen&oos a 8tamin might 
, pollibly commit rueb ... crime as to incur lb. 
• pun.ifiunent of dwb. for ina.Dce, wilful 

.- D}urder; 
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, murder; but there i, one chi~g. ;1 it ",t nfftiuW-bin, '",bt tlhinlIQ 8ft/min" if IN is 10 "'put t(J':~'" fIf ' 
.. dUlth, itjhouJJ hi with II fw~,.,.-At the fame !hi. ~:i!'!,. 
• time the witner. added, That he never heard ohbe ~tiri_ 
.. of an infbnce in whkh, under an Hindoo OI

H 
...... ..,&. ~ 

• B . ---government, a rarrlln_wu put to death. ~omphinll or 
.. Then being .(ked;, Whether there is any peti,ioa. of 

other crime bdidu wilful murder, for which ~~~!':,:';:~ .. 
.. a Bramin can be punithed with death? hequ<nec o(fofl"er • 
.. (aid. The prince may t.ake his !ife (or fome in! ~.'h II)' 

, great breach of truft. or crime againfl: .he ~i~j~'~~:';;~" 
lIate; but hanging would not be the punifh. t.eo:n ,b •• dMb 

, rncnt-The punifbment of death is not in. aad death bylhe 

, aiaed for {mailer matters; but what otberrword, 
~ crimes can merit dc~ath ?-Tbat hlm:i"g is. by 
~ th~ Hi1l0lfU7 ~o'!flier~d as a gr~ot pclll4tioll., 
, and further, it is tbl' beli~f of th, HindiJor. that 
~ a man who j'ujftn dl~Qth by tht jWDrd bas pordon 
C fl1r his ojfl1lUS; hilt if he dits by the bolter. he 
, dies ulith his jins UPllll hi",-'I'h,lI a perfon 
I dying by fuicu!c: or by lhe halter. ,a1lml hlJ'lJI N"undotom.,'. 

C his/untraJ rillS P«firnud-That the hody 0/ (I fune .. l.i ... 
, htl"g,d Bra",i" iJ fa ,o/"Ited. that onc/her will .ere perform.d.. 

• tlDI tOli,h jl,-~nd ,being atked the parlicular Vide Appendix 
, Teafon, the witnels raid, How caD I tell you 10 Mr. fu"'; ' " 
, the reafons fot iti' fuch is our ancient re _ ddenu,thrl.rl 

).. I· , .. , ff·h No,ot th •• n", 'lglOn. t IS a gencu prtnClp e 1,) ~H, .. Hit 1,,0<1, .... 
, that an Hindoo {h,ould die placed upon the dc! i.md lothe 
• eanh,-Being afkedl. Whether ther.e are not Bramj~. tl> ", 

• crimes by which Hi,ndooe may lofe their caft? burttt. 

, he faiu, There al't ; for inflance, that he, 
~ being a Bramin, t:ouJd not eat any thing 
- prepared by the h.nd. of the Per(ee (who w~s 

then fitting by b.m.l, that if he did he lhould 
lofe hi, can; and that if he . had done it: of 

, ·bis own free will, it could not be expiated i 
c· thaT, though a Gefltoo thould have refiRed, 
, if he be fvrced viole-mly into an ik..'l: of im~ 
, ptttity~ it w;ll reR ·with the learned Bramins. 
c whether 10 reflore him to his cd atain. or · 
" DO~Tb.t tbey ·cu do notbing in it but by 

[OJ ' tho 
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TIli, n.e., <lif. 
~tc .. ftOIlU 
,".a;1 in di f . 
fae", p.,It ~f 
lui. wilb ..,. 
pfIi 10 'rI!Die,. 

NOliE of thefe 
obj.alo"i welt 
c_ m.~1t by 
Nllndocomu 
bimf.!f. 

A P P' E N' D I X, PAUli!. • 
• t~e o.rder of, the Shaller-That they can eat 
& only the thing. that are permiued them by 
, tbe rules of their caft--chat he has he).rd the 
• Branlins of Caoooge cat (orne k.ind. of Jlelb ; 
• but that if tbc Bramins in his country eat 
I meat, they would Io(e their can~hQt a 
, Bro",i" (omllt tot h;J filIi unlifs prtpartd hJ 
, IlnlllJ.>,,. Bromin-Ihat if he lhould eat food 
I drdli:d by a perron of another caft, it would 
• be In imputity.-That indolgences would be 
, allowed 10 perfon. under an extreme Blners, 
• or (tlleh hunger at might take away power of 
, judg ment; ' but that if he fhou ld only be 
.. hungry, and had the power of ditlinguilhing 
, perfons~ no deviation from rule would be 
, aJlowed.-Beiog afked, Whether there are 
, any difiinBions as to vdfeb or places of 
• eook:ery ~ he {;lid, There are; that for in~ 
• fianc:e, he could not dte{s his food at the fire 
, in the room where he was then fitting-",r 
, (~ula' ht drift it itJ b,rr,w,d v1fi"-".r fluid ht 
, drifs h up"tJ a wI"d", jI"r. but if there Wal 

• a fpw of earth upon the Aoor~ he migbt.
, 'That if a man of"an~ther caa, or of no cait, 

was to louch him at his meals, or whilft be 
, was drrffing his food. or was to enter into 
I the 'pace allotted Ity him for tbe d..e.fting his 
I food, he fbould be obliged to throwaway the 
, viaual.; and if an Hallacbore, or man of no 
• cafl, fhotilld come inlo tbe room wbere his 

vi8:uals were, the whole houre muf!: be 
waRled before be could · eat in it again

, Th1,t if in the open air an Hallachore Olouid 
touc'n bim, he Ihould be obliged to walb 

• himfelf.-Tbat fome cafh .. 6Yld he ob~ 
, liged to wafil Iheir cloaths aod body, others 
• onl),' their body; and (orne low caflt ,Would 
• not be obliged to ",alb at all.-And being 

, I alktd, W bether he bad nOl fufFcrw grrat 
'dil5cultiet in the journey from bis own 
• coun"y to England l He lai4, Yea, Y~r1 

S ' great. 
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, great j that from B,:;lmbay to Mocha, ,though Thill'll" fli .. ~ 

~ lh~ voyage Ialled 27 days, he .never. eat any :b~:e;,!.!O~!:i:~ 
, thlDg but what he brought wnh hIm, fuch bee .. I 8 .. m'o. 
, .as fweetmeats and preferved fruita and pump. II i, •• tonl,lbc 
• k' d bl d d c 'h' h diffi~ulty.r .. !~ lOS an vegeta eS:t an ran ... t e water e I"t whi.hw.1I14 
, brought with him. and never laded any food p.ne"tIR .... ,ill 
, dreft on board the l[hip. That when he ar~"" H'ndoo, .. ~n 
• ' d 'J dd 'h G h' or. 10", ..... " rive a , u a, 1. e over nor, w 0 I' a from p<.fo'm;", 
, Mahomedan, n:aflnined his bagg~ge, and fU.rn a >'Of"S., 
• ordered him into confinement in the (.lime Wl1hout lor • • , 

, ' h P ~ CI!\;f ... thouA: , houle With t e e~l'Ieee j that the Governor .. "" I~ ,,,(,II,bl, 
, (em him viauals two or three t imes every b< I,,!! b, .bo 
, day; but for two whole d"YI he neither eat n .... II:..' ;>oll u. 
• d" h' h h r ILn~of"" ••• nor ran ... any t Ing. t at l ey were lur· ["nf'quen, '0 
i prifed at his not eating, when they had fem the ~"culti "n 

him fo good a din:ner' and that after fome ,,( btl n'I ... ~1 
• . • U .. cmonll 'Mit 

difficulty be made them underHand, by means rhe f... Glni~ 
of II boy who fpoke his language, that being ",ft) D ........ ho 
a Bcamin he could not cat their viauals' comet? En~ .. 

. , • • )ond .... b M'Jo, 
, that when l,e InRl"uCled them what his cuf- G •• h,,,,_ J,,1t 

tom. required~ thl:y furoifued bim witb a hi. Clit by thi, 

, tent~ and. ot.ber n,eeeJTa~y convenienc.ies !or ::::~::!:~rll~ 
• dreffing hll vl8ualSl. which he then dId with he , I'c ... .,d, 
4 bi. own hand.· Being alked What is their , ... ned Chri l1.-

?Iode of confi.nelDe~t.nf a d'ebtor? He faid. :::, b!~_th~; . 
, 10 the fira place, It JI not urual to .-online rhi, 101<1"',10(\ 
, tbem; but if the p,erfon lbould be re(naory, .hi. ctlt, I~~.d_ 
, and difobey the orderl of the magiftrate for :~~~: '~~':;::': 
, difcharging the debt. perhaps he.would place ill Ikokll, hi 
• • guard UPOIl his hc)ufe; if his debu amount_ ", .... id. hIlt 

h "-' lr ll. h 'ft ken OCllde.ed cd to more: t an iHIl eileen. t e magI rate ;nflmov., Iltd. 
it would tben order Clifttibudon. but be never hi'IOIIImoll1 
, touchea the iltJages or ornaments of the place woald ~ ... Io~. 

~. f f ,II C,td'i. Tb .. • of woru.cp, or 0 the apartments 0 the wo° mIG 10<1 (,. •. 
, men and children, lIor the furniture of the the'I". rl,., 
, hou(e; and that the guard fuirert QObody to ~cI~m .. II 
, go in or out without hi, pt:rmiffion l but that fi:Ii~7!. 
, it i. not the bufinefs of the zuud to prevent duel .... ~ bio 

the viCtual, coming in, unlefs he .hal a (pecial :C-.!:;:.::-
6 order 'fOlD the lTf'Iuiftrate, for the bufinefa of v .. pot. 
• the pilint is to pre"eDt any thinl being car-
, tied ou'; that if the perron hat committed a 

[0 J :& ' crime, 
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4' 'crimi:, and the magiftrate wiBaes to difcbargc: 
, bim, he may give {ueb an order; that he 
, mull: nOl, even in that cafe. difgrace tbe wo
C men. That it fometimcs happens. that a 
• Princ:e puffes a Z emindar (or payment of his 
, rents , and fends a guard upon his houfc ; that 
, if tbe Zcmindar is abrent, and hat not the 
, monc:y to pay, he abfcondsj but then the 
, guard will not do any tblDg to affeGl his wo
e men ~ that if he fbould (eize the property of 

• Zc:mindar, it would not be juftifiablc to 
, touch his religioul omamc-ot!., or his wo. 
, men'il apartments.; that beftdes, notbing is 
, got by ruining a Z emindar, who is the para
e mount proprietor of the land. Being alked. 
, Wbat dealings are allowed to the Bramins 1 
, He raid. he js prohibited from trading in 
, f~h, fpirituous liquOfS7 oil7 bult~r, OlO~!7 and 
5 from low trad ... s ; that an Hindoo is ()bljg~d 
, to "",alb in a tank, or ri v~r, at leaR once a 

"" day ; that walbing in a river is IY.ll; if he 
s cann ot do that, he mufl: walli in a tank, or 

witn water, in hi, own boufe j thill ~ not to 
, walb at aU would bE: In impurity; thilt he 
, can~Jt cat without, except in cafe of fidt· 
'nef.. That if an Hindoo is excluded bis 
, caft, he is difgraced, and become. HallachOlt-, 
, and is confidered by his famil, IS dead; thilt 
, even hi, funeral rites are performed, and bis 
, face is never to be feen after-wards. That 
, the Hindoos confu:kr the water of the Ganges 
5 as facred, and voW' to waib in it on parri. 
, cular oceanons ; that long pilgrimages are 
I confid~Kd 1t3 expiations. that the inferior 
• calls of Hindoos pay refpeCt to the fuper ior; 
, to a Bramin particularly the hi&heft; that 
, wea1tth is nothing in competition witb that 
, d~g"~ of ra rik; that the low People Olay 
• drin.: thc' water in which a fttperior has 
-c w.Cht'd hi. f~ef-thlt lie himf~1f would drink, 

. ~ anel think it would be right to do it, of the 
" walCir in wltich • Bumin, learned in their 

• books, 
3 
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, bookt, has walbed :hi. feet; bid it would be 
, a 4if[!;race 10 the Br"amin to CuKer Hallachores 
C or bafe people to do it.-Being aiked, Whe
, ther tbe lower ca1tts ate not much offended . 
• when th~ fet. lht~ higher, ruth as the Bra_ 
I min, treated wilh indignity and difrefp:tCt. 'ot 

whether they art pleafed i-He (aid , Jf :I 

Rajahpout fees an indignity offeTI~d to a Bra
I min, he will rilk h~. life to proteCl: him-that 
, e'en tbe Iowefi: ca/fls of Hindoos would not 
• be plufed to fee • Humin dcgrl&ed-that 
, wbat a M~bomcdaul migbt think upon it, he 
, d~s not know.-·The wimer. furth er (aid~ 
, That under a Genloo governmeot,lhecharge. 
, of rt covering a debt are a fourth part, which 
" goes to the magiftrate •• nd make. part of the 

public revenue-Thai in his country women 
are not {o much feduued . as among the Ma
homedans ; but it ,""ould be a difgrace if thry 

, went into l;O~tU of jullice.-That if he had 
, g~dh at hi, houre his wife might come in 
, with the viCtuals" but could not fi t down 
, with men._ That he haa heard that the Ra
, jabpouts and'people of Bengal confine their 
~ women more than the Matalta,_that they 
, will not pe..mit them, particululy thofc of 
, rank~ 10 be feen. __ That in hi, counlry tnt: 
, mode of rCi:overing a debt (rom a womi n i. 
, for the magiftrate1:0 fend to her to fati sfy the 
, creditor; if Che refufes be orden her, if the 
, be a woman of charaBer. to be brought to 
, his houfe-the is carried in a covered car_ 
, ri,~, and fKeived by hia WOtmn, but is 
, never compelled 1'0 at~nd tne eaufe in a 
, public court; and even if the magillrate 
, himfelf fpults to her there will be a curtain 
, between them.-He. r..i~t alfo, That it is 
, ufual for ... omen tn his cOllntry to burn 
, tbemfdves 'on the funeral pile g{ their buf .. 
, bands-and that the eufrom prevails alfo in 
f JJengal, and ocner parts of IRdoftan,' 

(01 3 Then 
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Then the wilnefs was a&ed, 

Wbat report did Dr. Murchifo.p make when he r<:. 
turned, after having fetn NJJnducQlllar in prifon ? 

I beg to refer to an alJid .. vit mad~ by Dr. Murchifoll 
on that rubje6\:, 

The raid alJidavit is as follow. : 

F C (.) This deponent, Kenneth Murchifon. 
C furge:on. maketh o:llh, and faith. Thilt Oil 

C vr about Wednerday, the tenth of May, onc 
c thoufand feven hundred and (evenlY, five, Sir 

., Elijah lmpey, Knight. requcOed him, this 
e dt polnent, to go to the gaol in which Maha 
• Rajah N undcGmar was then confined. and to 
~ report to him the raid Sir El ijah the fiare and 
C cond il lion of the health of the raid NURd-

comilr; that in confequence of the raid reo 
f quell, he the raid deponent went to the raid 
l gaol, where he found the (aid Nundcomar 
- extended on the ground, in a re:emingly we:alc; 
, and Jhe:lplefs con(}jtion; that the raid N und ... 
, corna.r <as the interpreter told this deponent) 
, declared that he had' received no manner of 

fuRerlance fince the Saturday next preceding 
• that day i and tbat the raid Nundcomar 
~ fpoke: in a low Ind keble voice._And thi' 

. " deponent further (aid, That IN pit thi plllft If 
, thlftiJ Nund(DtIIIlr. that his Plilft appear,d til 

• him 1111 wtat but rlglllilr. Iln" not III ht flould 
• MI ,explll,d in Il mll1J w b, hlld fo/l1d j f Img. 
- Arrd tbis dtplnmt flirthir-Illith. rhat h, d~tI n, t 
, mtlln to 1-, thDt hi had 11# f~lltd thllt Itngth if 
• tim,; jut if h, bad rill'" frl}lId fo Unl. it WIll 
C lin IXI'rolr-Jinarl (aft, lUI" inMlfif1mt with II" 
• nmpw,1I whi(h in IhI hJl of his j lldgllUnt },t~ 
• J;ltJtS m"!JI bow Opptll"tI. And thi,deponent 
• furth~:r fiith, that 00 his uturo to Sir Eli~ 
, jab, he made bia report to the effeCt: above 

• ~c~ from Ib~' rUM "',puldi •• 
e mentioned; 
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mentic'med j and furtber acquainted the (aid 
, Sir Elijah, Ihu if in faa he had not eat or 

drank during the rime above mentioned, ir 
was necdTary he iliould tak.e fullenance be

, (Ofe the next mor_K1ing . 

• KENNETH MURCHISON: 

Swotn this 17th day of January 
, 1776, bdore me, 

, E. IMPlY.' 

Then the witnefs war :afked. 
Was anyone with the M ... !-Ia Rajah in the (arne 

room? 
No other prifoncr; his (enanls occafionalJy attend~d 

him; fh, rDCmJ ,uupitd by hi", and his {truantJ WIN q~itt 
titltuh,d fiem tbl rt}1 if thl .l'rifln, en tIll Dppo/itt fir/I cf 
an ana. 

W~re the rooms pUlified after the gaoler and his fa
mily had lefl tbem ? 

They were entirely clean ed out, and all his forni
lUTe rcmoved.-The Sheriff· jind myfclf frequemly went 
10 the plifoner, who exp,cai:d himfclf (atisfied with the 
conduct of the gaoler, in token of which he gave him, 
before bis execution, a valuable ring. 

Who is DoCtor MUlchi{oD? 
He it a furgeon in the fc:r"ice of the EaR India Com~ 

pany. and was the Il:u~d·icall~cntleman who attended Sit 
E1~ab lmpey's family. 

Was he not a dependant on Sir Elijab Impey, and 
under his i.mmediate patr0ll2lge? 

He came out furgeon in tbe fame (hip wilh the 
Judges, and was patronized l:Iy him. 

Did be not live in Sir Elijah Impey's hou(e l 
1 belic\'e not; he was ve:ryeften at his table. 

Did he not proture by Sir Elijah Impey's mean' 
fome confiderable adumage: in Oude or eI(ewbere! 

I have beard that his being (cnt to Ol.lde wn ron ... 
6derably owing to the intetfcrencc of Sir Elijah Impc;y 

[0) + on 

199 



- A,PPENDIX, - PAI.T In~ 

in hi, r.vovr, but I do not .know ' of my own know
ledge, but 1 b.clicve it.. This was fome time after. 
wardJ, I do not recoiled panicuhrJy when. 

Dn you not knoW' whclher. on the fame day that 
Mr. Murchifon was appointed. two other gentlemen, 
a Mi. Gody, who was furgeon of th~ (hip that Ge
neral Ch.vering came out io, and a Mr. Hafwood. 
w ere not a1fo appointed to the fervice of the Nabob 
Vizier j and whether all there appoi ntments lNele not 
made in con(c(juence of an appliciuiun from lhe N ~bob 
for three fu rgeons? 

1 was It'lllalnted with Mr. Gody. and recolld l 
bearing d his appoimment, and Ihlt he went to Oude. 
_The third gentleman mentioned I do not recoUetl, 
not baving hea.rd of his appointment, nor do I r(collell: 
that the three ~Lppointmentl were on the fame day. nor 
lave heard whe(her it was at the requifilioll of the Na
bob. ' Mr. Gody was the furg<:on of the (hip General 
Clavering (artie out in. 

How old was you at the time of Nurulocomu', 
trial? 

Abo,ur twenty years and a half. 

Did you th(:n hold any other '~m(e but that of deputy 
Sheriff? 

I was appointed one of the {worn clerks in equity on 
the relignalion of Mr. Newman, which I chink: was 
before the trial . 

On whore recommendation had YOIl tbat appoint. 
l1lentl 

On In application to all the Judges, 

To altequally t 
They all concurred in it. 

Who propofed it 10 Ih,em! 
1 applied fidl to the 'thief JuRice, and then to the 

other Judges. • , 
Did you go Ol,lt wjl~ Sir Elijah Impey ~ 
Hid, 

-H.d 



No. ,. 

Had YOII been admitted aD attOlney io England? 
1 had not. 

What other oSien did you afCerwards' hold 1 
I W,lS afterwards in palrtncrlhip with Mr. Nailtt. 

who two years afterwards was made attorney to the 
Eall India Company. Some time afterwards 1 was 
made joint alloroey tOo the Eaa lndia Company widl 
him. and on his' death fuc(~ded him as their anomey 
on record. [had no other appointment. 

Who recommended YOli 1~1) be attorney "to the Com~ 
pany? 

The occalioll of my being appointed attorney to the 
Company firft of all wa,. Mr. Nailer's bting commit~ 
led (or a contempt of the Court. and J ret:ei ~cd that 
appointment without hn-iog; applied for it, or without 
any particular recommendation. 

Was yQU not partner wi,th M r. Nailer when he Wal 

commined for the contempl:; 
I was. 

Did you hear any reafon affigned why the who'e of 
,the blame and punitbmen't came to faJl upon Mr. 
N4Iiler ~ • 

The reafon was, that thc~ whole bUhnefs which in
~urred the blame and puniihment had been doae hI 
lIim. 

How came you, being Mr. Nailer', partnn, (0 hive 
nothing to do with it ? 

We had a great deal of bufinef~ , and we divided it 
between U!. He being immediately the Company" 
auorney. was generally ,the perfon who tunfatted that 
part of the hufiners in which the Company were con
cerned. 
. What was the falary of yi~r office, as attorney to the 
Companyl 

The attorney to the Company, I believe, as ruch, 
~ad 3O~ rupeq a. mGJuh. 

Had you any other allow:lnce or emolumenb' 
We made out bill! on me Company for the huunef. 

doac fw mem. apd wen:: a1lowcd onc thud ,*,or~ 
: - ilian 
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than the bills, whkh allowance was latterly flrud: 
011'. 

To what did: your bills amounr, onc year with an .. 
other? 

1 fuhmit whl~her J (houlJ an(wer that quetlion; as 
not appearing to be applicable to thc charge. 

And thl: witncr~ was direCted to withdraw. 

And being, again called in; 

The' queCtion was repealed. 

a;..ve,y (urn r,~ccived, from tbe d1:abJilbment of the 
Court down to March 1780. by the Company's attor .. 
per, is Rated in thc general appendix t6 thc t ('porl on 
Touchet's petilion, N° +0, bills and {alary included. 
J continued Ih ,~i r attorney till December 1]80. but 1 
do not recollca thc particular fums recei ved between 
March and Del;clllber '780- That account is fagoed 
by thc accountant general, and I ba,'e no doubt: i. cor. 
,etL 

Whether Ih!l paper you raw in Mr. Jtoal1ice Le 
Mailhe's hand, purporting 10 be a draft ';Ir copy of thlt 
indictment. wu altogetber in Mr. Jullice I.e Maifuc', 
hand. or interlined, or otherwjfe corre8ed I . . 

J hIve a very imperfeCi recullcdion of the paper J 
Jnd not ruch as enables me to .• nfwer the quellior.. 

RecolleCt yourfelf, was there not (orne other hand. 
writing on the paper? 

1 have no recollection or any otber band-writing on 
Ibe paper. . 

D o you rccoJJea wbere yOIl firO: raw i~? 
I do not. 

Are you fure ,ba, it wu not givCQ to you by Sir Eli .. 
jah Impey 1 
. Jam. 

How do you !know that, lS YOIl do not recol1«l how 
it came into yO~ll handsl 

1 havc .not fai.d that it camc:into my hands. I have 
fomt idea of ha1fing feen fudl a paper; bad. I bid jt in 

my 
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my ' potr~ffion~ llhould han~ fecoH~a~ more or it,-I 
can not r~collea when I {"loll' i(~ nGf with wholll. 

'Vheth~r Sir Elijah Impey' and Mr, JuIHce'L~ Maiare 
did not li v~ on term, of g[~at intimacy and appat~nt 
confidence! 

I have 110 other mode of C<ll1e8ing the intimacy be
t ween them, Ihan from their vililing'each other fre_ 
quently i_ but Sir EJijlJh Im,,~.7 was tlDI merf inti",alf witb 
Mr. 7ujli{1 L~ MOijl,f than fl litb Ihf erhlr Jude'r, I 
tbid mt fo mw{h ft. as Ihtir l.ubitr if'lift Wtrf net fo jimi
lar. Mr, Lf MlJif/rr wos ,:" I f/Jid w ilheld his fllmi//, ' 
the 'tp~r 'Judges htui thtir /tJ",iJitl with Ib,m. 

Whether you do not knc.w (or certain thu Mr, Le 
Maiftre hi'd a very particlllilf ,,"onfiqeQce in Sir Elijab 
Impey's fuperior knowledge in his profdion, abafe his 
own? 

j do not. 

Was it generally" believed that he had l 
No;-not tbat he hac any particular confidence:. 

Have you reafon to believe that Mr. Le Maill(~ 
would ha. e ventured to make the drafl of a very criti
cal indictment, without'confulting Sir Elijah Impey ? 

I am by no meanll ceruin, and indeed have ~onfi. 
derable doubts. whether MI". Le MaiAre did m2JCe the 
draft-but if he did. J hO'/JI 11f~1 tlu {'aJI"O}il1 tD lu/il'fJl . 
nor liD J Ibini Ibat Ihl Chiif Jlljlitt hlld a"y I:nnu/tdZt 0/ 
it. 

"Did you live a great deal in the family of Sir Elijah 
Jmpey in t775. and cill you, left Indial 

1 did. ' 

Did you know the late M,. Alexander Elliot? 
y~s. 

Was Mr. Ell iot very intimate with Sir Elijah Im
p,),' . 

fie w~. very intimate. 

Wu it fuppoCtd there Wall a particuhr fricndJbip be
tweeo Mr. E.lliot and Sir Elj,jah Jmpey ~ 

T-beR W;II. 
Wba( 

'.J 
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Whit was the grncraJ ,char,aBfr of Mr. Elliot amengA 
the gentlc'llcn in Bengloll . . , 

0,1/ if tbl high41 tharolltrs I (Vir l'I1W II man if} p';:' 
fils ; and I be/in" tht mrJjf dif"utJly Imd III, m~ uniWT
yally tiven. 

Did not MI'. Elliot aCt as interpr.cter on the tdal of 
Nundocomarl ' 

Yes. 

Did you eye:r hear Mr. Elliot c:xpt'c:b any <!;fappro· 
batioo of the proceedings on the trial l 

I did nOI-He a!lifl:ed me very much in compiling 
the trial afterwards. 

Do you concei've that there was any diminution in 
'he friendlhip ,;)( Sir Elijab Impey and Mr. E11iot after 
that tri~ l ? . 

Not the leall. 

From the idea you entertain of the chataCier of Mr. 
Elliot, do yO~1 think thu if Mr . Elliot hlld conceived 
Ihe execution.:.f Nundocomar was a Jeg~1 m'Jrder, that 
he would not have broken off all connetHan with Sir 
:Elijah Jmpey i 

Ccrcainly-.J tbinl: Mr. EIIi,t UlQIIIJ not IHIf.'I Ulld,r
tlll,rz ta (arry th, trial h,mt~ whicb I " lfdffjlud M djJ~ if 
h, hili th,ughl JNI th, wurt bad ll11ti wrO"l j" tb, !/JJd'ji 
'/ tIN tr;ilJ.-i.fs I IInur:fland tbllt tbe ;1ftl 1ft;Dn 0/ jtlJding 
.t bJ hi"" injJlra4 if tfujling til a", athlr (harznll, W8S, 
that hi whD had fo (amplill 8 l:"roJkdgl of tht DUji"lji, 
might dtar up 1m} mifrtprtjintlltj~n that jhQuld bl mad, con
m -.ing ~it. 

How do you know tbat Mr. Elliot did bring the trial 
to England f 

] have heard it mentioned that it WIS to be delivered 
to him, and fIJI his return fr,m EMf,,1 Ju calltd Dn mt, 
fIRi i" th, ((;Mrjt" iJil (Mwrfotioll m,,,til,,td ,bat bt had 
bat! it printed. 

D id Mr. Elliot alfo bring home the trials of Roy 
!tada Churn and Mr. Fowk.cl 

He did. 

w .. 
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. Was rou in Court when M~. HaRings and Genera.l 
Claveriog wqc f',;amined at the trial? 

Yea, ' 

Did l'U "mlld1 Mr. Ho/lings gi'IJing ill f'l)idmrl Up~1I 
,ath, that hi hod n~ c~ctr1l ';irill/y or indir,,]ly in Ihf' prl
ficut;,,, ifNu"d,tamarP 

J Wfblt thl triol/()(}" oft,r il hod pojjid, whln th, im. 
,rtjJi," of Ulb4lt hod poffid rtJ'1Itlintd jlrrmg _/Un my mind. 
-It (lp~Q'" to hi port 0/ 114r. Ho/Iillgs's roidtnu, hut 
I ri, II" plmiculor/y rltoJlllJ ;jr.· 

Was there any particulat (oIJr.e(lion between Mr. 
Halliogs al;d Mr. ,Elliot? 

There was, 

Was there a great friendOlip between Ihem I 
I believe a great fri cndthi,p. 

Do you know what was the cau(e of Mr. Elliot's 
going to England in 177S! . 

1 underftood that he w~n't on [orne particular buG
ners of Mr. Halling!'s i but I do not know lh~ nature 
of it. 

Was there any iotercqurfe kept up between Sir Elijah. 
Impey and Mr . . Fraoci~l 

There was. 

After the condemnation 01 Nundocomar. did all in
tercour(e ceafe between theRI ? 

.It did nOlo 

Did it condnue as bcforcl. or did that circumlh.oce 
make any alteration ill the il1~imlcy betwee~ them~. 

It continued down te .. the 'time of my leavUlg India. 

W ere they mere vjfill oj~ ceremon), that paJf~dJ or 
did tbey apptar foc iable 1 

They appeared friendly v~fit5. 

Who was the Sheriff in J 775' 
Mr. Macrabk. 

What Will be' 
He wu bromer.in.law to Mr. Francie, 

bis famil, . 
and lived in 

Did 



. ~PP~KD[X. PU.T HI .. 

Did Mr _ MJcrahie ever mention 10 you, thaC he 
thought NUD,:loccimar was treated .itb feverity by the 
Judge,? 

No. 

V'hat lime did you qUit India f 
In December, 1780. 

\Vhethtr any drcumfiances had h3ppencd prevlou! 
to your quiuin.; India, which caured a (u(penfion of 
that iotim:.llcy which fubfillcd between Mr. Francis and 
Sir Elijah Impcy? 

There was a fuil againft Mr, Funds in the Supreme 
Court. in which there was a judgment againA. hin1; 
which, I beJil~VC, (or a lime fufpended the vitils be
tween thftn. 

Were the 1 udgea divided upon that judgment? 
They We l t" . 

How were they divided 1 
Sir Robert Chambers was of onc opinion. a~d the 

Chief Jullice ~Ltld Mr. Hyde of another. Mr. Le MaiUre 
wu dead at tbat lime. 

Do you know whether thc~ was any intimacy be
tween Mr. Le Maiilre and Mr. Francis after the con
demnation of Nundocomar? 

I had no opportunity of obfcrving it my(elf, but I 
have underRood they were often in company together. 

You hne raid lirl} that there was an imercourfe-.
~e.n., tbat tbi:re was an intimacy between Sir Eli;ah 
Impey and Mr. Francis ;-on what faas do you adert 
that [here. was, an inlimacy between thofe petfons! 

I have leen Mr. Francis very frequently at Sir Elijah 
Impcy's houfe' on fmjable term" fuch as did hot ap
pear to me vifits of ceremony. " A. 10 other ria I ClIO 
only recoHea one inllance, which wu that of a gen
t leman being fent up the country in confequence of an 
application fwm Lady Impey to Mr. Francis, ,through 
Mr, FranCis's in'tereR, and that ~as a Mr. Edward •.. 

·-Do ),ou m(:a~ to "alfert that Mr. Francis', compli
ance with the requefi of Lady tmpey or any o ther proof. 

h. 
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he could g;ve of any· re(pee! for her Ladythip. was lIl! 

unquc:ftionable proof of any intimacy with her hulband,:" 
meaning by intimacy. fricmUhip with her buiband! 

I have mentioned the c:irculliftancc t9 the Com
mince, how far it will warraot fuch an inference is • 
matter of opinion.-l did n'31 mCiin to (ay, or to give 
the Committee to undcrltand. nor did I.fay, there was 
any friendlhip between Mr. Franci. anD Sir Elijah Im
pey, but that their ,Hits did not :lppe:ar to me to be 
ccrcrnoniouJ. 

Do you mean to alT'ert thoi&! after the judgment gi'\len 
in tbe fuit againtl Mr. Fran<:is, h~ and Sir Elijah Impcy 
did never dine or fup togclh'cr at tbe houre of either of 
them, or at other places as before! 

I do not-I think the contrary, and that I b.vc rcen 
Mr. Franci, at Sir Elijah IIlDpey's after that • . 

In the trial of the fuit againtl Mr. Francis were lhe 
faas tried, the judgment pronounced, and the damages 
affeffed by two of the Judges, in direct: contradiCtion 
to the clear, pofilive, explicit, and argued opinion of 
the other Judge? 

The indiClment was gi ... ell contrary to the opinion of 
Sir Robert Chambers, for which diU'enl he gave hi. 
reafon. at length. 

Did riot Sir Elijah tmpey and Mr. Jutlice Hyde &i\'c 
their rearons for their judgm.ent at large 1 

Sir Elijah tmpey did-B'llt I do not recollect: Mr. 
Hyde did more than concur in his opinion.-I was at. 
wrney for Mr. ,"'rancis in this cau(c. and after the judg. 
menc, which be wn diffatislled Wilh, I had infiruttiOIl' 
to draw a petilion of appeal" which J accordingly drew, 
with the alliftance cf the c()unfd in thc caufC'-This 
petition Wat fent to Mr. ,Fmncis, and returned to me, 
wirb hi. dcu:rmination not Ito appeal. 

Ho_wold wat Mr. Elliot at the tUnc of Nuodocomar', 
trial' 

I don't know, he appeared to be about thrcc .. and .. 
twentl· 

.Have 70U ev.er heard. ~at be ",at bred to the law in 
"1 

'·7 
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any branch. c:Jt pi.aired in '~ '~h of that' pro&:r-
fion? . ~ 

I never helm! be wa~ oar do l .believe it. 
On ~hat ground do you; who ad:ed a. an '.ttom~. 

chufe voluota,rily to reveal the fecreu of your cli~nt' . 
1 _.hought tbe queJlion called for an explanation of 

wbat I ~new C'Opc:erning the ~nfatlion. 
What appe:arcd to you Co be the particular qu.dlion 

that called foX' that explanation? 
The queRi on to which tne -explanation was , giveD~ 

And then the witnefs was direaed to withdraw. 

And being again called in; 

He was afked. 
Whether the ,PUTldilS rent to Nundocomar beJongecJ 

to the Court Q f the goYernmenl? 
I think they wert the Pundit. of the court, but I am 

not cenain. , 
\Vhethcr ~ring the trial of Nundocomar you re

marked any infl:ances of partiality in the Chief Juftice 
in fay.ur of the ptofcc.uticn, or any leaning .,ainil the 
'prifoner? 

I did not. 

Do you rc['oUeCi tbc cir~umfl::ance of the wilner, Kif
(en J uan Do~> being called in at Inc particular requeft: 
of the ,priIoner I at the cnd of the triaH 

1 do; 

'D, ,,~ ,bink, frtJm ,''' ",,,,,,,.r in whitb Ih., wt'ttt4's 
1.nJ1 his IDji tviilenu. t/'ot thl ,hftnJ(jtinu #f tIN Chwf 
J '!flill "1 tw' witntjl's t'.fti1»3J tWrl 01,/1 fi.llduJ' 

I pufume (Ae qudHon i, confined to the difl'ermre 
of thc conduc3: in the witner. wben he WI! Jafl: called, 
and on his form~r cxaminMio~ 1lI0S fo rtmllTlHl., 
that it t~uJd Tof6j tfiape Jb,' ohjtTfJoti,,, '.I O"J ptrfon w'" 
hod fun bit,; gifJI his former widen". A 'id I tbinl tb6 
(}hiif J'!fIift~I' mn.rkl "POII it WtT"1 utt/l It/und,d. 

What was your age at'the time? 
Twenty yc:au ~d an ~.aJf •. 

In 



J n' whal r"uation Wat yo~; at tbat time P 
I .... &, ,bere '1 Under Shc:rifF~ 

Di.d you confider 'y'ou~rdlF It ,thai time as uDder an, 
obligation to Sir Elij,.b IlXIp'~y 1 . 

I did, as unqer great obli@;uion., to him. 

Did you compile the 'C(OIlJnt of all the proce~jnga 
contained in the book printed by Cadell __ undcr tbe title 
of N undocomar', Trial I 

I did. 

Did you compile tbe wbo:le by the direaion of the 
Judges ? 

J did. 

Did the Judges approve of the whole content$of that 
book a' it now G.ands' 

I underfhnd they did; and I have bltly applied to 
Mr. Cadell. in order to knCl1\' whether he had the ori~ 
gina! copy in his poffeffion.-He had it not; but he 
then lheweJ me his authority for priming it, which i, 
a letter i? the hand · writing of Mr. lullice H)'de, Cigned b,ll" flu JudgtJ I think ... decl ilring the nial to be authen. ':' iM.lll~ .. ,.ho> 
lie .and authoriling him to print it. . "'I ,,, M •. L. > 

• ' ~d], ~'''fd br 
, n 'he Jud, ... 

II .B"ff't d II,.. Sir Enj.h.Jll'lp.y-!.or'~ t .. ide "'~ of ,ht f .. 1! COIICIllrlDCt ,,( SiT Il. C. T I,. 
,,,'b,,,iI1 i, ~oA(jn'" 'e prin!;n, ,h. ITi.1 uf NdliRocomu. 

The wilner. defircd to explain I part of his cvj. 
dence given on a former day.-J WDS 4RtJ~ . 
whnhlr tin trjQI WQJ pr;71ttd at CII/cuttO? o7ld I 
Q1Irw'r,d~ no.- J btg /ttrot ID odd. thtrt Wt" no Vid. hil ni.lt~<1: 

,. . . b" C J Ult4·· .. d "P· 
~illllrs "'Pr:"'~I!,g ~I I !It tunl lit , Q"uUQ, 1Ior pond. I. No.,'. 
lill I'm, 1;"11 o/urw/1Tds. J1· · 

And then he was direCt:ed co withdraw. 

[In 



No. 8. 
Mr. James Dumford callc4 in. "and examined. 

WAS you deft: to Mr. JuJlice I.e Maiftre in .110 
,.., '77J I 

Yeo. 

Did ),ou evclr fee tbe indiSment .Vintl Nundoco
mar for forSCry in the hamS.writiog of Mr. Juftice Lc 
Maiflre 1 

I believe nolt. 

n Are you (U"~ you haft not Ccen it l 
1 am Dot qui,lt {ute mat I have'· not feen it, but J be· 

Jic'e I have not. . 

Do you know woo drew that iAdiClmcn1? 
I do not. 

Did you ev(~r make a rair copy of it yaurfcifl 
1 do not moolJetl that 1 did.-Perhaps I may hut 

done it, but I have no rec:~leaion of it It diu liIM. 

Did you t\'c~r fee it at it a,nel, in print t 
I have not. 

What time do you tbiDk it woWd take-113. .. coPT 
id 

I do not recolleCt: the length of it, it is fo Jong fin« 
1 (.w it. . 

And tluen the witnefs wu diref\ed tOwichdraw. 

To report I Pro~d'" ~~ 
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Pmtris. ~~9° Di, FtlrrNTii, 1788. 
COmR'llttee of the ' whoJ~e Houre 00 Ihe' Articles 

of ,Cbugc of Higb Crimes. and .Mifdemea. 
nors, prefenred (0 Ithe Hou~ again(\: Sir 
Elijah Impey, Knight, late Chief Juft-ice of 
the Supreme COUrt of Judicature: at Fort 
Willia"m, in Ikngal. 

EDWARD BABER Erquire,called ln"and examined. 

THE report' from the Co.:nmittee on the petition of 
John Touchet and . J~)1m Irving. ~en(s for Ihe 

Britilb fubjech rdiding in the provinces, of Bengal, BJ .. 
bar, and Urilfa. &c. being uferred to; , 

Part of the evidence I~iven by the ~it~ert before 
the (aid Committee. as flated in the faid report. 
pages 6a and 63. w;i6 (hewn to him at the bar, 
and is as follows: 

c Your Committ~~ . again examined Edward 
, Babet Efquite. w'ho ('lid. he was at Muxa
• dabad at the tim4~ of fhe execution of the 
I Mllf Rajab Nundueomar. and bcJi~ves [hn 
4 event -"as mue!) diCeuU'ed among the natiVe' 
C of thac city. __ Andl being aikcd. what opinion 
C Ihe native. entertllined of the applicalion of 
•. the Englitb erimilllallaw in that cafe? (aid, 

• . fl r' J . Mr. 8IM,,,,, 
I ~. (at J.( was a w,., IW" a"p/Catl~. all ItC1ukof Chi 

• IfuJld a pJ J,al 'I .larm.-And bemg aiked, COUll "bj~h 
c from what particular circumflaoce,diJ thn I~:'d Ud.COII. 

I alarm atife' faid. He apprehetuled char . the :h~!~:t~ fae 
• alarm .rofe from ~he igflODliny. at well at ·fe- lOt •• ,.,.. 010 It., 

I verity of tit.! punilbmeM of crimea not deem. I G".I1. : 
, ed capital wllh them • . and the feu Ihat Ihe6~:~I~""" 
• Jaw mif!:ht be IpJltied to au(" hnwever reo <~:li..,.. 
I mqte.-Bmng aikoed, What WH the ranle f'f::'~ the ~ • 
~ tbe .. ~; Rajah Nt.,nducOmar in tbat rouM? 1 L :.~. PI' 
II . (aid,. He wu ·, Bumin of the 6rft: rank, a. 
I. IU. nation ha~ f,e,~n al(o (be ,lirft in the p-

(P] 2 ' yernme,nh 
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& vefllMcnt, namely, pliJDt;: minitler to the Na
• bob d Bc:ngal ...... And;bcing aiked, What wu 
· ·the gcneuJ.moraJ chara8cr of the Mar Ra
C jah among the natives? an(wered, A very bad . 
• one.--And being j lked. If tbe: pcop'l'e 'werc' not ' 
• "cry' much plcilfed to find a man of that high 
• rank .• pd that bad mo:al :cbaf1lCkr brought 
• to l1 .ri8 jullier: for his cifmccs? he ("id. He 
• believed that howner much he might oe dj(-
• liked, the trying him by the EngJi(b la.ws 
• was r.ot at all pleafing to them.-Bdng alk
e ed. 1Whether moll of I~C ~ftences that are 
~ capital by the law of Englalld are capital by 
• the law. 'ofIndoflan 1 (aid. They arc 001.- ' 

, And being·llkod. If, froOi hi, knowledge of 
• the c:ountry,' he thought that tile punilhments-
• allotted by the law lIf the counlry to offeneeg, 

v.'ert~ fuffident [0 preferve peace and goo~ or. 
" der~' faid. He: did; and for this reafon, lhat 

be has f,eque~tly heard from the ~a[i'li'es ae· 
, counts of the commendatioAs of !be reltul.il~ 
, lioml and good order of the police of [he 
6 C'oumry. bernie 'the Englith had any l 'OIl£crn 

6 with h.-Being aR:eri. Whether tre ihought 
- Ihe nativu confidered a capiul pon'ifhment 
, was more Inlln necclfary (or an" offence: like 
" Ihat impUlcd to th ~'Mar Rlljah N umh.lc(lrnar ? 
• r...id" l 'he, cenainly did confider it ll'S (evere, 
• beta.ufe, exc::iufive of the peculiu reverence 
, they pay 10 a Bumin, the crime itfeff, ('om· 
, miJl'ed by one of the loweR caft or tank, it 
• not capita1._Being diced, Jf ther:e was not 

fJluc·h tranC,Bion through the 'medium of 
• wdt:iog, and greatly afFe8ing properiy of all 

kinds in thaI' coun"y l' raid, .Yes -And be· 
ing aiked, Wovld it" nonend'grtltly to lhe 
fecurit, of ,tha't ptoptny. and coft(equently 

~ to the iocruCe of ihe commerce and welfare 
orthat COURUY, if. thi. crime pf for~e:ry was 

, punilhed in a: (tvcrtr1,trianner than itls,LI(lIa!!y 
• punifhed in the cQu'htry courts' l"fafd t Tba't 
• in hi's opinion he did ' 'not think "it would.-

- - • ADd 
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(' }t_n~j,~irg afkc.d. Whether this . fevere pu~ 
' . nifb.menr is not much ddired by perfons in 
, tr~dCt or concernt'd. in monty Iranf.t8ions ? 
c raid, .He docs not Ihink i, is; ·and thinb he 
~ may add. Ihilt th,ey would be Letter fatid1cd 
, if their own ~u(l'oml continued. ,chan to be 

, I obliged to adopt feveret b.w5.-B~i~ arked, 
I If th~ Eng!illi.law, ",:hic.h infliCts capital pu
~ nitbment on \ ' UiOU5 kindJ ,qf fdoniet, under 
I thei r variOUi dcfcriptions. would not be ac_ 
I ceptable to Ihc n:lltj~e! . as affording a fu rt her 
I fecuri t), 10 property 1 fa.id. He does not think 
, th.:y would i on .lht comlUY. he bel ieves 
, tbey would be fhocK.~ at !.he udotn defcrip. 

lions (if our ca.pital.punifhments.-Being alle:
, ed, In what manner he coucei,yes our laws of 
, Iranfporlation would be2pplicable 10 the nate 
• and maoners of that .coll.ntry) (aid, He 
c thVll Rht it would be worfe than t~ capita 

punifhmenlS, bec:au fe the Hindoo5 had much 
ra ther fuffer death· than be promifcuoufl, put 

.c on bond a ua l1(pl)rt. It criminal., where . 
~ e ~er, law of relii!ion. their mannen. and 
,e c.ullo.m», mull. be violate.d.-Being arked. Jf 
• .he knew or h3d heard tnaC it is ulual to ren
,e ·t·enee c~iminal8 in certain cafes 10 bbollr on 
• the · pu~lic wor.ks 1 (aid, He knew it is rhe 
e buy Ifld .,cultom of the coumry.-Being afk
, .cd.) .If he ever heard that .the men renrenced 
, to tbis pl;lni(bment in Calcutta were fet at l i~ 
e bert y by the authc)fity (I( the Supreme Coun ? 
, u.id. That he .had .heard lbi5 ad much talk.
.6 ed of by the n.acives of MUlUdabad. who 
, fpoke of it ,.ilh gr<at furprife lind apprehen-
• Jion. and amonl~lt the EU/opeanl, it was 
• ConJjd~red a~ mud an .a at that of Don 
C .•. Qyixolt: feuing (,ee the galley nil/ct.-Being 
, .~ed, If .his act did not produce many ill 
• .c:ffe8s in the'coulltry t (~id, He did. nne fnow, 
I . ~e. wat,abfenl from Calcutta at: the time, but 
• tt\~1 he had hcard'. Ib.at sm.ny 0( the, inhabir. 
~ • . ADU "f Calcutta. maintaintd pt:.i~atc guard .. 

.. [PJ3 'of 
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'of tlH~ir OWl!, tOflrot-c-d: their hoi.fe. '.nd pro
& pe.ry.~Bring ' iked, '1lhe"had not hi ... rd tbac 

the Khonn .drrliu of a compofifion tor (e"e~ 
C rall)iftncCl'. and nen (~murder l {aid, Ye •• 

-Belng alked, If tblf tic-ence 'hi. not pro-
• ducc<1 greaf mi{chfef. witbi.~ the'lp,'oviflce l 
, (aid, Not that he knew or.-Befng alked, If 
• inurtler WI$ a comm~n crime in Btngal. or 

the other provinces 1 {aid, ! He dots not think. 
• it is; they are fu from a (auguin.try pe')ple. 
e and very averr~ to (hedding blnod:-fking 
& .fbd. Whether, from hi t knowledge of the 
' .m~ nners, cuAom •• and dirpAition.· (If the 

pru"P'le, he thought it would ·be • ·mantr of 
extre~me dittn:ulty. or perh:dly odioUI, to in. 
trOOtlee .I: tr ial [lm;'ar to that by jur), in the 

• native COU f lll {aid . That arbitration is a 
• vcry ~n and a "cr y ancient pr.ttiee 

among{\ them. which being romahing of 
• the nature of a jury, might perhaps be 
, modified to fomething frill n~are, to it.-

Being af1ct:d. I f hi t'IJ" htard thlt Rada 
• Chund Metn. a Gentoo, was condemned 
C at tht~ court of oyer ·iot.nd terminer at Calcutta 
I for lorgery, pret'ious to the arrival (lE'the 
C judge§ of the Supreme Court of Judkature? 
• {aid, Yaj ,he was not ell.~cu~. he was rc~ 
• (ommended ' to hi. M ajeRy's mel"(1 by the 
• Governor Gener.1 and Cou"cit, at ··the 
requ ~ft of the inhabitantit. and fttei¥cd the 

• Kin!;'" pll8on,-Being .&rd. U he knew 
• upon what 'grou'ndl he' WII Tccommepded to 
, mere'y! faid, That tbe ~tition fully fialed 
C it.-Being' aib:d" If mere'btad '~n . any fo<r~ 
• mal promul&~ Qfthe heid. ofitle Englitk 
• criminalla. to the n.tim efihc p:ro¥incu. ' 
C or any tbll:na puhli&ed uniei authority. in 
, an1 of the cOuntry I.ng~. of the Eng
e lifb dviland crimm.1 law; Or of the modu 
• .~d rute. bI p""aict in the £ragfUb covrts l 
4 fAld , ' NC't'Cf,' 'thu be-hcard of.-ttiDg aJk~, 
4 As he .... aiel' gf. proviDriaI-djrifiOD, could 

• Cucb 
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• Ialcb a proawlgution have boe'n made without 
' " h~kDowledcel /Pd, Certainly QOt.' ' 

And then the wiutef, Was afked, 

Did you in fubftance I~ivc .that erldence before the 
Select: Committee. . and do you abide by it 1 

ADd the wilner. IN-ying perwed the evidence 
now lIIe.n (0 him, raid .. 'foUows : 

May I be pe:rcnitttd to (.y, that I was at Muxada
-.0, 100 miles from Cakuul, not only at the partia.
Jar period of Ihi, tranfaf.lion. bUI for a conliderable 
time before and after; th;IC 1 know not of any of the 
faa. that relale to tbe pr-o(<<ution or the condemn •• 
tWIl ofNundocomar; bu.t wbat 1 had the bOQOUf toA.le 
10 the SeJe& Committee, aCId wlli,b 1 here confirm, 
rdated to the general opcl'ation and the iCRcral a,pplica. 
tion oflbe Englitb penailawl to tbe native. of india 1 

Do you lben confirm that c~ , 
I do. 

And ,ben the wilner, ..... direBed to whbdraw. 

No. '0. 

Major RE~NEL c:allcd in, and namLned. 
The report (rom tbe CI)mmittee on the petition of 

John Touchet and John Jr,ing •• genu for the Bri~ 
tUh {abjea. rrfiding in the proyincft of ·Ben,al, Ba~ 
aw-, and Otilfa, &C. being referred to; 

Seftral putt of .the t"Iidem:e giVf:A by the wit
." ~rorc me wid Committee. as (tIled in the 
liid Repo~ pacel S2 and 60, wu ·iJlewn to 
~iQl .t tbe bat, al~d is., fOllow.: 

oJ M.jor Rennd .UG inforated JOUT Com ... 
oJ mmee. That tbe GentOOl are a~fKhed to 
oJ dleit cullom. "lei man~n in a remarkable 
• dc&ree-TIi.t t:llef &end to u., diem fe-

" [P14 &parate 

~'J . 
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• ,pa,..,t-e rlOft)..lllhe· r~ofthe W'orld~ That it 
" i. 'Very much againll cheic. inclinations to ab· 
" (<."lIt 1~(Dlfehes from th~ir places p{ re"aeoce, 
" and that few Deca6on. can make them rcmoYe 
" 10 My diOanc:e (rom their 'Dative fpot-That 
~ iu: (:onfidcrs lhe inhabilanes of Bengali Bahar; 
c· and Oriffa, as a people in a ft-ale of -<iviliz,. 
" tioD barBIy' inferior to that which prevails in 
" Gn:at Britain. in refpt'8: to manners-That 
" their behaviour to each other is exceedingly 
" poli'lc-That they difcover nothing of cblt 
• ferocity viGule among fome of the lower or • 

. C dets of men in Europe_That they "are ex. 
C ceedingly {CIvile 10· IAeir (uperion, and· be .. 
e have with mildnef, and lenity to their inferi
, on. as rilr as relarcs 10 chdr' exterior deport_ 
• ment j but that the lower people, when they. 
~ hav,e ~ld , tbe afce~dency OYer European •• 
• havl~ alway', behaved wit!l infolence-That 
~ even f,m;e tl)e prp,.illces have been in totd 
• fubjeClion. Ihe inhabitants have mlnifdled 
I the utmoR impatience under our government 
I-That in the c9urfe of his duty, IS Sur_ 
I veyor General, he W~:5 often attacked by 
C people belonging to Zemindars, partly, he 
• ima:~i ne5. with the view of plundering him. 
• and paltl, becaufe they looked upon him as 
• an i'fltruding Annger-That he doe; nat Ima~ 
• gine Ibere are a rl)oufand nalives who uoder .. 
~ nand Englitb, and t~at they live in the pon: 
~ dpal dties. an~ ferve as .intelpr~er~' to ' Eu~ 
I rOpl:ans-That Hindol) ~omen, nevcr .ppe4lr 
.~ in ,c'hc public ,fun8ionf of their Z t'mindades. 
C or on any other oce_liOnl j tbat · it would 
• bring dif,race upon ' t,beir'clft_ T~lt during 
• his IInineen year. rdidence. be lIev ~'r raw a 
.. Raj,ih or Zemindlf'J· wife/ excepting one, 
~ 'whtl "as -goi-:tg to bunl ' hcrfdf 00 her hur. 
'- band' .. f",ner{jl.pil_ rhat he .lemeQlbers an 
• • .. i,nft ,ilt\CC, when.,ap,., pffircr of lt0'lq,ruJlent be~ 
" ing _,blJ}!c ~R , lJ}e,(u/~ Ih/f..grou.n4 on which an 

' ~ tlindoo's houfc fiuo~. after {orne fcllme~ brok~. 
•. . . , • ope" 
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, oopt''' the dOor of Ihe zentna, or women's 
, apartment, uVOn w'bich the maRer of rhe 
, hOIl(i:immcdiat~ly deftroyed himfdf. by cut
• dng hl~ Ihrnat; ;tnd that he b:n alfo heard 
, u pon the veri btl1- !lIlthbrilY. of anOlher in. 
, Rance, in whicn ITII H in,lIuo's houfe being on 
, fire, and a muhiurde a{f~"lbled in Ih~ flreet~ 
, the mailer of Ihe !-Jou(e, rather, lhan e~pofc 
C the women 10 the view of t~e multitude, 
, thruR them into an inner apartment, and 
, was there burnt to dellh with them! 

, Your Comrnittec~ again ckamined Major 
, James Renne!, who (aid, That at the lime 
~ of Ihe ex('cueion of' the Mar R<ljah Nundu_ 

comar, he was at Datca; that it oc('afioned 
much furprife and t .e rror on the minds of the 

, natives there.-And. bl:ing alked. Whu opi-
C nion they entertaim:d of the lIpplication of the 
• Englilb criminal law in that nfe? faid , The,. 
, were applehellfive the Englilh Jaw would im
C pute crime! to then, which they did not un-
• derfhnd> lind ,hat (he ex«ution of Nllndll-
• comaf '!l:'as a.d"egrec~ of punilbment (0 novd 
• and unexfIl'8:ed, thilt, pending " his trial, and 
, till hi, exellltioll, nobody fuppofed he·would 
I be executed -And being atk~rl. If they did 
• not know that forgery wa, a crime I (£irl. 
• They certainly kne·w it was a crime, bUI ne_ 
I Yer d~med it a capital ·one; nor was it ever 
• fo puujllied in theLr coum._And being alk~ 
• ed, Whether the (Ipinion {"If the people at 
, Dacca, that Mar- R. ~jah Nundutomar would 
i not be executed, arofe from an idea th~t it 
.. would be impoffiblc .to obtain jullice aga.inll: a 
C perron of hh rank: and power 1 (aid, That 
, amongll the lower (orl of people he believed 
, it did; but the bet:ter fort imagined that it 

WH meant 10 lerr!f"y OIbt'rs from commiuing 
, {o~e~y by proce«l,ing to (ent~oce-Hc bad 
, Jong ceafcd 10 be a miD of power.' ' 

" And 
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And then dll': IW'itaefJ .... aRIIId, 
P)id you -in (Ulbftanee . give' mat et;cience' before the 

Sclect: ColI\mitlcC'~ and do you abid~ by it? 

And .the Wi1[nd, having perufed thc-' evi~B(.e now 
(hewn to him. laid, 

That was the ,.iderice J gav.e. and I .abide by it. 

And (ben the witner, was dilc4ed to wi~bdraw. 
To report a progrd., !te. 

No. II • 

. Muntrii, .6° tiie Apri/is 1,88. 

Committce of-the whole Houfe on the Articlcs 
of Charge of High Crimes and Mifdemeanors, 
prefented to the Houfe againft Sir E.lijah 1m. 
pey, Knight, late Chid J "ftice of (be Supreme 
Court of J ulilicature at Fort William in Ben
gal. 

Mr. THOMAS CADELL,bookfeller, caned in, 
and examined. 

WHAT are thofe ,papers which you bue therel 
The trial of Nuodocomar, pu.blitbed by tbe 

authority of Ihe SupremeCoun of Judicature in ,Bengd. 

And the raid book, iDtituled. "The Tria] of Malia 
Rajah Nundocomar Bahader. (or for&ery;" pub. 
Jifhcd bi I:ulhority of the Supreme Court of Ju. 
dieature ill Bengal, wu delivewi in. , , 

Then the wilnd's was alked. 
Have you tb:atluthorit1 here whicli ... given to 

",.1 
I ·bave. 

When 
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'Whe'n· bid :yOa I'fteite thai: authority ! 
1rni'lt'd!'IYhd Mr. ElliOt, "dated Loadon, -Ma, 3d, 

1116· . 
TI\~ '1ritnefe deli.,.ed til the (.id letter; •• alro it 

Jetter from the JUdge, -to Mr. EHiot, dated Fort 
William, loth Augull !'i7 5; and 11 letter (10m 
Mr. Mademe to tbewilncfs, <bled Harley Street" 
.. tb May 1776. 

Tbc (aid Jetten wefe read, and are III follow.: 

.. Sir, 
I When I q l1i t,c:d Bengal, Sir Elijah Impey, 
the chief jutticc of dcr.gal. author ized me to 

, fay, thai the trial of Mahah Rajah Nundoro
• m Ar was d'rawn up from his and the otber 
, J udget notes. 

• London. 
,. May 3d, 177 6. 

• To Mr. Cadell, 
: ' Booklclkr • 

• I am, 
• Sir, &c. 

• AL~X. ELLIOT: 

• ;n the Strand. ' 

t Sir, 
C W e give yl'I lI full power and permiJ1ion to 

, print and publifh, If ynll , ,, ink pruper. the 
, tflal of Maha r:Lj~h NundocoOiIIi. :u lIl!
• tbentie from the copy which bas been deli_ 
, ycrcd 10 you. 

, We u t', 
, Sir~ 

Your moft humble Servants. 
• Fort Willjlllm~ , E. I!\1PEY~ 

C AcguR loth, I77S" ' ROB: CHAMBER'S • 
• S. 1<. LE MAISTRE, 
• JOHN HYDE: 

• To Alexander ~l1ior. Erquite.' 

C Sir; . 
• In arc lIny .peir(oft ·ibo.ld qu~ the .~ .. 

• .daority by "Whicb )'oy bAYe-paW •• tIM tnal 
• of 
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c or N~adoco,nar, and tbJ! othtr tlial .. v"iz. 
~ chat"o( Radachurn and the Mean. Fowke, 

'. C this is to ' autborize you t()'fay. thai thcfe 
, trials have been tranfmittcd to moo from'lhe 
~ beft authoritict in Bengal, ud :.that I 'em~ 
C powler you. 'to' make ufc of ml Dame in fay
I. "ing fo. 

C Harre), Street. 
4th May 1776. 

, pil. Cadell.' 

, I aID. 
, Sir; 

, Yo"r humble Servant, 
• L. MACLEANE: 

A~ thcr. f.he wilners ~as alked, 
Did n nt you publilb fome other trj~ls of Nundoco

mar and nthels, befides that now delivered ill ~ 
I publifhcd fome Of her uials; and f think Nundo-

comu', was amongft them. . 

'Vhy did not you bring thofe other trials with you? 
I undcrfiuod t he only trial that it was cxpe8ed [ 

fhou ld bring bere was that trial of Nundocomar, whid. 
I have now brought, 

,\-Vhat madl~ you underfhnd th"t l 
JJoth from Sir Gilber~ Elliot and Sir Elijah Jmpeyo 

On what o(:cafion did Sit Gilbert Elliot apply to you 
for any trjall 

I was fen' ed with an order of the Haufe. and I 
wlited on Sir Gilbert Elliot. 

When? 
Whe~ I WI,S 6rR (l'fyed w~t~ the order of the f!0llf"e; 

and I wl{b~lo know to what I wa~ to be cx,mlndl. 

. Are you fure ' tbat S,ir Gilbert Elliot made aoy diC
tintliQn bctwc:en' one trial and 'the otbers ? 
" No~1 am not ccrtllir( allto that; but I underAood. 
from the ordClr of ~e - Hou{e.· that the trial I have now 
brought was the only one I wa, to bring. 

Did-you 'undet~nd (0 from lM order of the Houre~ 
or from flU'" 'c;oDftfCation ·witb',Su Gilbert Elliot 1 
" , .. - lundCfo 
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I underUoOd it both lroln Sir Gilbert Elliot aad Sir 

Elijab impey. . 

Wh~liMr aU the rrial. are oat ufually bound up to. 
&~It.r in one ,olume! . 

~nerall, tOJether~IIi:) (eparltd),. 

Did you underlhnd (rorn Sir Elijab tmpcy that only.· 
the trid for forgery WII to be brought? . 

1 did. • 

On what 0((1600 did you It'Ccive that intimatioG 
from Sir Elijah Im~y 1 

I underllood from Sir G lIber! Elliot tbat my pre .. 
(ence was no longer ot'Ccfi'iry-l 'lin then in(orm(d by _ 
Sir Elij ~h ')nlpcy that it was nettJTary j and i'l ,con':' 
(equcnee of that 1 I lIcnded this day, [0 IUlbrmiu le 
tbe publication of tbat trial. 

On what day was it you rectived that intimatioft 
from Sir Elijah l mper ? 

I cannot fay • 

. W II it lately? 
1 had a nOlc from Sir Elijah Impey, to rrmind me 

to attend the Houfe, (0 authwticate the publication of 
that trial. 

H alle you tbe other trials hen~¥et1 n'!'~ r ? 
Yes. . 

You will withdraw, and bring them to the corn_ 

T~ witnefJ withdr.ew. 

And being return(d. he d,e1,iv(,ed in, I ~k. pub
Jilhed by himfclf, containing Ihe r •• d lnal of Nun_ 
docomar for forgery. and alfo the tr,ial of ]o(eph 
Fowke Francis Fowke, Maha RIJolh ' Nundo
cornar,' and Roy Ra~. Churn, ,for ... coofpirac)' 
Jlgai,.1l Warren Halhnj!'~ Erqture; and Ihat of 
Joreph Fcwlc:t', Ml ha Rajl h ~undocc~ar. I~d 
Roy Rid,. Chur~. f~r JI con(p.I~acy agaloR RI
chard Harwell; EfqulIe; (0 ' ~blc~ are p1dix(d 

(cvelal 

... 
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(evml '~~re6tioolt an4 lit .... irltlmr jttto die 
claim of Roy R.d. (:herr" to cite pr!viltge of an 
ambdfadl\lr) II Vakeel of ttNb.ri~ ul Dowll •. 

. Aad tbeD be ••• di~ed co wit:hdraw~ 

PHILIP FRANCIS, E(quire. . ' member in ~i, 
place, bring ~.allcd upon to know, Whether be would 
confent 10 be examined upon the m"uer of the c~'Jga 
againR Sir Eljjah ImpeYt relative to Nundocomar? 

Mr. Francis informed the committee, That he had 
put intb writing tk fuMbnce of what he had de/i..ered 
to the HoulC~ in a (peech' 00 a former octaGon. in 
aafwcr to ,bait part of SiT Elijah lmpey', defence which 
he con6dered u an acc:ufatioR ag.infl: him on the fob. 
jell u( the pc1:ittoa of Nundocomar. burnt by the hands 
filf the COfRmon hangman j and he now offered a copy 
of the raid fp~cch to the c<M1lmittec. and defired tbat
t.hey would JX:rmit him to dclivu it in. and that they. 
would order it to be entereil on th~ir minutes. 

Which t~e commiuee not agreeing to; 
Mr. Francb informed the committee that he was 

ready to be eJCamined. . , 
And be wa:! examined accordingly, as follows: , . 

Did you intend by your motidn for bur-ning the pe· 
tition of Nundocomar. and by your minute llf Ihe 16th 
of AuguR i7']5t to cxprefs an opinion. that the_ con· 
tents of the petition were falfe i or, did you intend 10 

txprer. any opinion whatever .rcrpcding the conduCt. of 
tlie Judges. Clf any of them, in the trial of Nunda
comu! 

On that occ:a.rlon 1 meant to· :avoid uprd!ing any 
opinion whatt~yer on tbe condua of the Judt es i ,r.d 
neither on that, o( any 9tber ocelfion. did· 1 8111:( 
cxp~{, an opinion, that tbe contents of the pelition 
were falfc. 

What did YOIl meall. by the w~rd· c libcllo~s; in 
.Jour minute of the 16th of AuguR t 

I meant to make. di&-inBion betwcC'n an accufation 
which (uppofes, ,tid is produced by an accurd, Ind 
wl;lich is properly an accwatiOil, and an a(cufatioll 

witholll 
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withou.t N -&l;cwer, whicb" ,In my l;pr~henGon. is a 
libel. Byac:c",fer. I meallL20 pelfoD rcfponlible {or ,he 
cbllge .tonlained therein, _ . 

What" did 1.011 mean by :tllc 'exprcffion I wholly un
f fupport~d r 

The paper time before the Govelnor General.and 
Council wilhout a refponfible .~uf,r, without a wit
nef, or evidence of any kind to (upport it. 

What did you mean by 'the ellpreJlionl ' I Iherefore 
C bope iu being defrroJl&d In Ihe manner propo(ed ... ilI 

be fufficicDt 10 clear tbe chartaclS of the J ud~es, (0 

, fll as tbey appear 10 be iltt.cked in that.paper?' 
After the motion for burning tLo p~r was agreed 

10. Mr. HaRing. objeiled, thai a copy of it nevcrtbe
le(s ftood upon our feCOld!;, and by that meau would 
find its way to the Court oli Din-ClOUt to .hi. Majdly's 
minil\crs, and to the public. AI I Iho!Jght that that 
paper, whether true or f~ilfc. wu no evidence againft: 
the Judges. it was my opinion that it oughl not tD 
make any imprdlion a~ainfltheir charaCters. 1 there_ 
fore propofed. that even rhe entries of it tbould be ex
punged. I did not mean to (ay. that the charaaer of 
Ihe Judges would be i1bfolucely cleared, but condition. 
ally. that they would be cleared ro rar as th~y app~arcd 
to be atta.cked ~n that paper_That qualificadon wa 
cautioufiy aod intentionally put in by me. 1" this 
part of my evidence, whcn I fpeak of (he c harade," of 
tbeJudges. 1 refer f~cidly to the trial and execution 
of Nundoc:omar. . 

Have you ever expreffed your rentimentJ in confulta
.li~ on any other occafion ·rcfpetling the cirClimfiances 
wbtcb conflitute ~ libel? 

Yes-In the month of March preceding I delivered 
to tbe Council a Pedian paper (rom Nundocomar, the 
conCents of which I did J[)ot plf.ticularly know. Mr. 
HaRing. obj~aed1:o my cm\dull; and a~dy How did 
] know whether 1 had nlot prefeR-led a libel t9 the 
Board, Of to that efreel. My anfwer to that jnll gf 
his minute .... RCOrded in tbe following term,! 

2 E~~ 
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Extraa: of a mlnute of Mr. Fra,nci.l, M~t~~' :i'1~, 
I77S· 

The GOl/wllar Gener"J, wbo had .tong CJI'pdled fbe 
appearance of foch a IClter. and was appri'Z.cd of the 
contentS of it, made no obje8:ion however 10 in being 
received and fud .at the Board. When Ihe ~an ".ho 
advances' a fpccific charge declares . him(~!f Ic Oldy. to 
clime forwat~ and fupport it, and to hazard the coo
{c,qucnccs offoiil;ng in his proofs, ' il may nil! indeed be. 
prefumcd thai the chuge is falTt, but it does 'nol para 
rake of Ihe nature of a libel. A libeller advances 
charges which. he does not intend, or is unable to rtlakc 
good: When called upon to appear and ptoduce hii 
evidence, he I1leltcrs h imfelf fometimcs in the obfcuri(r~ 
(ometimc! in the fuperiotiry of hisfituation, and leaves 
the accufation without an accuff:'(. to operate as far as 
it can in the opinIons of (nen \againA Ihe honour and 
repulation of Ihe partyaccurd. Rajah Nundocomar 
is not an ob(cure perron in Ihi! country~ .'lor does he 
in this in(bnce a8: Ihe part of a !ibtlJe.": He i. 
himfclf of very h i!;h rank, he publicly aceufes the C;o~ 
vernor Gener.il of Olifcondut\' in his office, a~d Jcflrcs 
to be heard i~ perfun in fupport of his ehiuge." 

Had you any other rtafons. befides thofe exprdTed 
in the minute s, for moving to burn the petition of 
Nundocomlf? 

Undoubted!,y I had.-My {eerct predDminant motive 
for propofing Ito denroy Ihe original papcr p:"Od"uecd b1 
Geneul Clavering • . Vlas to. fave him and him alone 
from tbe danI~er to which 'he had expofCd himrdf by 
.bat nih inconfiderate altion t yet the Rep I took .. wu 
Jlot immediately takeu on my own ·fugge/Hnri. ' As 
Coon as Mr. !Hafting! pmpofed Iha,t a coPY of d :e paper 
1houJd be rc:!llt to the Judges. ColOnel ' Moriron fluted 
at it. and d~fJ.red me to go wirh. him tQ lU;:lpther ;OOrn. 
-He thcn.fa1d, u 1 fu pp<,fc'you fc~ .... :h3t the Gover
U DOr means .. lftheJud.ges.ge(poffeai"on of che pa
ce per~ Clavuing ' r:qay be- rllined by-·jt." · Myanrwl!'r 
.at, ~ .. Wh,l., what can they·.Jo 10 him~" ' "'To' ,hat 
~e replied, U I ·koow not what I~cy c .. o do; but finec 

u they 
u 
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U ' they have dipped iheir hands in bl()~. what i, there 
~, lIMy .;II ilot do l"-H~ then deii~d Ole to tnowe 
tbat tha .• rigiaal piper {hould be ddlroycd by (M: 
band. of tbe common hangman. .-

Wbat do 101$ runn by ·· ' they t' 
1 (uppo(c it nt~anl the Judges-the Court in gene

tal-bllt I muft add, that certainly, in bi, contempla. 
tion 'Ind mine, the perron c(peei,U, .. I!tldcd to mill!: be 
Sir Elijah htJ~y. 

Wha( karon had you f()t fuppoling that Colonel 
Mon(on partlcdlatly allud~d to Sit Elijah lrnpey. when 
you r.y, that by the word I . thel,' was mune the Court 
'III tent ... l., . . 

And the queftion b;eing waived fon~ ps;efcruJ 

Mr. Frand. proceed,cd,in hi, an(.~r to the q.~f. 
tion refpccting hi, tearaDs for .movin& to hilt, 
the petition of Nundcomar.' 

He then denred me to move that the origina1 'plper 
fhouJd be ddtroyed by the hands _of the "Common hang_ 
man. This {bon ~nverfation paired very neatly. I 
firmly believe, if not precifely, in tbe term. in which 
I have related it. 

Then the queRion heini: repeated, What relfon had 
J'ou for fuppofing that Colonel MonCon particularly 
alluded to SIr Elij ah Jmpe)'. when you fay, that b, the 
word'theYt' was meant the Court in genetal! . 

Mr. Francis faid, The word' they' .mull literally 
:ipp)J to Inc Court-it is II fo rm of Cpecch; but I can 
have no doubt but that in Colonel Monfon's applica
tio", and in my apprehenflion o( it, it mua relate fpe
,clally Or principall,. to Sir :Elijab {mpey. 

Whence do ytlll derive II~at idea, lh., Colonel Mon
u', appJicatiOD mult· b'ne related to Sir Elijah Impey 1 
F~ eMIr converfdion, ·on the (ubj«t, in which we 

~td u. 0fK own miHa invariably fixed on Sir Elijah 
Jape1 die princi.pal la4 in .,he" prOC'cedillgl of the 
CQII'" wlQcb· we tboucht ("ere to Nudcomltr.-( 

(Q.ll . 40 

us 
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do noC. mean to f. y that we acquitted the other Judges 
of all. blame, bfut we knew that 'Sir ElijA Jmpey, 
both by hi. pl.~:e, authority. an4 temper, bad a vet1 
t:onfiderable dOillinion over the Court. 

Did you 2gU'C with' Colonel Mon(on in the ap
prehC' tl fi ons he t:xprdfed of danger to General Clavu. 
iag from the p11Ptf 1 

Yet._l thought on his 6ra fuggefiion, and agreed 
with him in opinion, that if tho paper {bould be 
u.nCmitled 10 the Judges, it might ful-ojea him to a 
profecluion fo:r a libel agaio!t the king" court of 
juRice, the conl'equence ofwhich might be vcrydiftreLr_ 
iog, if nOt ruinous to bim-ff1Y obje8. therefore, as 
'We'll lIS that of ('olonel Monron, wa5 at all (vcon to 
get rid of the ,original paper. 

Do you km,w what werc the feafons of General 
Cbvcnng fornoc.reading tbe pctitiuQ of Nl,lndcom. r 
before: his c:xeCllItion ? 

No. 

H.d Gen~ta l CI.nering, and che mljoric7 of Coun· 
eil, made any applicacio(ls on former occa~n' to tbe 
Judges in (avour o( Nundc:om&ll 

Yes, fev~nl times.. • • 

Mencion the infbncC!. and what was the (yeecfs of 
thofe applications 1 , 

On the 8th of May I77S, a pecition Wat re"iv;ecl 
from RJj~h N undcomar Co the Gove.rnor General aGd 
Cound1, which conclude$ wieh Ihe (oU"wing word.: 
_u The honourable Prcfident, 1 am well allured, ia 
full y fenfible ()If the f.£\, I allude to.-It . may be re~ 
qllifice to explain co the len of the Honourable Me~ 
bers of the BOllrd, thatchc innilutiolll .of our religion 
ftri8ly enjoin a number· of ablutions, prayers, .an<! 
other Ctremon ii., to be performed by ~le reB. (JfBralt~ 
mins, before dn:y can take any kind ·of Jood~-NQ.o 
.tbingof this ,can be pcrfonned in the piace where f 
now. am; and could even thefe . ob1lI~Jes be furmount· 
ed, the place ilfelf, ., bein, inhabited .by. mep of ,a 
djjfcrent religion, ""wid .pr~vtpt my recc~vin.g :m)' 

fwaenance' , 
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(uAenan:ee. without breaking'thofe rules which T hwe 
bit!w:,to ,eHgiollQy oblerved. I. ther .. f"re. hUlbbly 
r,('quell th •• I m\ y be p~ .. miclcd to \di<ic. under as 
{hid a guard . 5 may be jud~ed ,equ iute. in Come place 
where theCe: objeGHon~ OI :i y be 'J"vi;lfcd ." 

AfN:r a lung and careful exa minali" n rns.de br the 
Board inlo Jhe tru!h o t thi ' te-prd e-n tar' .Jn . 1.mC! vc:d • 
.. That the (beriff. and hi, d .. puty. rhou M be di
reeled 10 wah nn Ibe C hief j u(t icc: • . on Ihe pari nf.tbe 
Board. to' feprefenl to ,him tb .. Ut ui tinn Qf t he ~j;i1;1 
Nundcomar. wbofe rel i ~ion, IS h~ had informed tbe 
Board. had obliged him 10 J~ny b im fc! f fuffeu znce .ill 
the part icular c ircumft.r.ncet , (If his prefen t con fi n~_ 
ment; and to ddire th o: ( ; hicf juftice wo~ld .t:oQli<kr 
of granling the priConec fll~h relief as mi;.;ht he con 
fiacnt with the Itrict fee""'it y of his per fu !) to anIWCf 
to the c ha rges bJ9ug ht a~ainft him i . \fId ,tlm a copy 
of the I ~ tter pa rt or the K ~j .h\ pelit ion 10 tilt" Bdard 
lhould be delivered t ,) Ihe fllerifF." C ulonc:l M unlOW 
and GtntfOll Clavtring ~, eed . 

Tht Go"emor Gc:neul (aid, U I objeCt to the mo
tion, b«aufe the r~me rc:prdentario'n miT be made by 
the prifoner himfelfto tbe Chief Ju Aice ; Ind I think, 
thereforc, it would be imp.roper that it thould be con
veyed to hilnlhrough the authority v(gove,nment." 

1" "repl1 to this mtfl'agc:; Sir Elij ah lmpey. in bit 
It lter of t.he 9th of M ay, thought proper to fay. c< I 
mul\ fluke it my ftquel\, that the Maha R ajah may be 
ac quainted by the lioard, that if he has any further 
application to make for rel ief, he muft addri!Js himfelf 
immed iately to the Judget . who viill give all d ... e at· 
tentio n to hi. reprefentado ns ; for Ihqllld I-tc cuntinuc 
10 addrcf, himfelf 'to the Board. tbat 'which will ami 
can onl, be obtained from principles of jU itice, rna, 
have: the .ppearancc: of bd ng o bt.in¢ b)' the mean. 
of inluence and authority. the.peculiar fur n of mond 
o f the: "Itirts being to expect. every thing from power. 
and little from juflice .... 

In another letter, datrd May 15th. l11s. be (ay., 
f( 1 did not not do not: quefti on the au thor ity of t"he 
J1Qatd ita reai.vinJ petiU0I111-1 carHullY 'rcihitled W'lat 

(Q.l • If.iII 

21, 
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t r.1d to thn indi, idual prifoner-I di! not deflre 
bis petit;',", (bould not be received, but when 
received. if they wcre to '~qdire any thing (rom 
the Judges, or the Court, mat the .n(wns given 
to thofe petitions fhould be. that"he moft apply him
ielf direltly ' t() the JudV ' j-and this I did to uoid 
tbe inlpU(alior~ I then alluded. [0, and 'which would be 
equall y derog311ory to the chanaer of the Council, 31 
that of the Judges." 

" The part icuLar reafon whkh c.dled upon me in 
this cafe to 'lTu ke that requifilion. was the reports 
publicly circulated in this to.,.,o, that if the Judgu 
(ould not be prevailed upon to rdeare the Maha Rajah, 
be would ,be delivered by force." 

On the 30th of M ay I~e Chief Jufticc thought fit 
to wrilc us a very long letter (on Ihe ful-jeCl or our 
interpo(jtion to behalf of Nundcomar ), in whicb he 
raid: U As to. communicating petition. to the Judge" 
1 apprehend that no Board, even of the higheR au the)
r ity in Engl an.d, can rder any matter eilher to a court 
(If jullice, or an y · Jud&e thereof, otherwife thaR by 
fuit legally in{lfituted," 

Of) tne 23d of June the Cbief }ufiice declared (tom 
·the bench, that the Goverrt.>r Genera] ant.I Council, 
whom be corulidered IS notbing more thaD as agent. 
of Ihe Raft JJJdia CompaDY, could only apply to the 
Court by humble .petition; aDd that the Court could 
Dot receive in future any Jelun or melfages but in that 
rbrra. 

"E:xtrKl of a declaration from tbe bench, 
flltade by Sir Elijah Impey on the 23d of 
June 177S-

U The CompJny • . as well as all ocher appellanu, 
lJ'luA JtOt claim rt, but prefer an humble pelHionl 
Thi, being daua uplained to preYt llt any further al· 
tereations ot thi. 'latUr!. tbe Court mull inform the 
Board Ih~1 thl7 Can~ ·(refpea ·~Dg had to the digni
ty of his M'IJCOY:s ~ COIl.tu, and the welfare of the 
c;ountry) r.ccei .. e in {~I:m~any letter or mdr.gtt but .in 
lhat form:' 
J On th~ 21t·b ·,of]w:JC .. e. ' rraofmitted to the Ju • 
.. tlaonatioD elf a l ener addrd'ed to the GOt'ernor Ge· 

5 ~ral 
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Ileul and Co~ncil. in fav'our of Nun~omar, ., the 
Nabob Mubanck. ul Dowlah, Subadar of the pro'vinca 
of Bengal, Bahar, and Orixa. titular indeed. for 10 
that Rite was he reduced. but the onll rightful fe
preftntauve of the fovereij!;nty. and Rill acknowled,.ed 
(0 be the N1Izim, or chief crt.nin.' magillrate " f tbe 
country.-Whether the Judges gave any anrw~r to 
rhu fpecific application (roOm tbe Nabbb through tbe 
Governor G eneral and Council) I cannot difcover. I 
rather fufpelt that as Sir l~lij~h Impey knew the re
ference had plIffed unan imouny 'at the Board, he 
thought it beR: to talte no '10licc of what he could not 
condemn without a cenfu:re of his friend.. On tlte 
20th of June the,Goverocff G en<"ral and Council had 
refolved to addrefs the Judges in behalf of the Nabob's 
V4keel. for whom we cl ~imtd, as well on the part of 
the prince whom he reprcf~nted, as on Ih.e part of our 
government. by whom he 'Was receivrd, the lights and 
privileges of a public minifl:er. Mr. HaGings and Mr. 
Barwell diflcnted, and refu!(-d to fl!loll the leller. . 

The following is an extraB: from [he anfwer which 
the Judges ('ot us the next day by a Maller in Chan
cer}'.-" Th.t the Court i. of opin ion thaI all 
claims of individuals ought to be made to the Court 
diJe81y by the individuals, and not by the authority 
of [he Governor General and C ounc-i\. That it js 
comrary (CJ th~ princ-iplcs of the Englifll cOllfiitution. 
for any pelfon or perfons to added5 a court of jufikc: 
by IClter millve, concerning any matter pending befere 
(ueh court; and that the higher the fiat iQn of Ihe per
(on or perfons fo .ddreffins. the aa is the more un· 
(:onftitutional ... 

The unanimous opinion of the Court, de
livered (00 Ih,~ 1ft of July) by the Chief 
JuR:ice, io coo(equence of a letter figned 
J. Clavering:. George Monfon, P. Franci~. 

u It is ..,i1b the deepeR: ,concern we iind the CounCil 
am perfifl to addrefs the Court by Jetlt'f 00 (ubj~' 
petlding -in Court, or on ·which the Court ba ~e given 
thetr o!,inion; and [!lat, notwithRanding the frequent 
deQ.rauOJUl and luunimouis opinion of the Courc lipon 
'he imptopriery of that qlode of addref •• " 

[QJ J I r.id 

.., 
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I fajd , bdore that I did uo~ know po'tivd)' what 
were 'Ger-erat 'C1avering's rl:'aff)ns fo/. not reat;f.ing or 
producing the p-etitipn of NUnOC(H11;); J bdore his exe~ 
cutiop.-lf II1"ay be allowed 10 ijud~e of them from 
circumOances~ .. lid fron) .colJje8urr . it. ~ ppurs to me 
beyonrl a doubr.. tbat ~e thought rbat any (a.a-ther ap· 
piicatiQns from us ip b"thalf of Nundcomar wpuld do 
no good. __ He lnighi 'have other f1!' odves. ..~·:1'· 

Have you ud the ,?ther members o( .he majority ex. 
prelTed }·our opintons in cOl1fultations.. or . in your 
publi~ dirpatlh~:~. ' ti ~her beloie .Q't ·alter the Itllh of 
Atiguil Ins. c:on('erniI1g tbi;: .conrJ"li!9: or Sir. Elijah 
]mpey, or any ether ' of the J udges, in the t'rial of 
Nunrlc·.mad ' . . 

Tlit~e arc fi:.tral minutes of 'ol:n •.. ~·ritten ·both 
befote' and aftc~t the elleculion ' of Nuildcomar. in 
whi.~h our opinic,~ of the ,~.1I1)1inc~I~,.arid pur~of~ of 
that 'procecduig IS very tttol1g1y ana · .very explrcltly 
declared. ', ., ' ~. ' 

Minute of Mr. Francis, April.l4.t}" 1·775' 

&( I hrg ieav'e to 6b{erv~. that a prof:, ulion (or a 
confpiracy ill "flOW inAituled" or it intended til be in .. 
flitu,~d, 3~ajnm Maha RlijahoNundcoRllf ~t1d o!h~u, 
the tendelliy o f which (t C"ft\S Co me co be ro prevent 
or d('tcr him from proccNling In m~kin~ good thofe" 
difcoverie, which he has la id before Ih t: Board. I can
fIOt hut think: that the Ealllnd ia Compa ny. and con· 
fe4!f\itn!ly this Bnard. hne a very great concern in 
eV('rr ftep tak( n in that p~()fecution~ whelher it be 
a8wally begun. or inrended." . 

Minu!e of General Clavering. 8th May. 1775' 
U 'In reply to what !he Go\'etnor General has juA: 

faid. I conceive that the proteCtion of the inl,abitants 
~f Bengal is immediately trulled 10 ollr care; and that 
it profcrly belo:ngs to us to n:p.refem to th-; Judges 
{uch 'Patten 3' QtaY'ppear to UI w\lerein they have 
aBed ,improperly. either · wilfully or ignorantly ....... ln 
.be pr(,'{ell t inthnc( •. lb!eY 'pro~abJy ~r~ ignorant bow 
mu'cb .1 c10fe «:ohfinement may end~nger tbe life, of 
d'is man, wbich i~ ono much iP'Iportancc to che pl1bli~ 
.' '... . ' for 
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ft.lf' 'ptoYihg-.n· Iccuration which he h .. mld~. of ve .. 
nality in tbe GovernOr Ge~Deral:' 

Excra8: of I minute of Cla't'ering, Monron, and 
Francis, S~ptc:/tIbcr 15. 1715' 

'"' After the death of Nundcomar, the Governor. 
~e klteve, .is well affured. that nO,man who regards 
tits (,ret1 wIll ¥enlure to nand forth as his .ccufer. 

H On a rubje& of tbi, delicate n~ture, it becomes 
us 10 leave; every hond!: IDln to. his own refte8:ions. 
h .ought to be made kno1lrn, however, to the Englilh 
.llion. Ibat the forger, Ilf which Ihe Rajah was ae_ 
(ufed muft have been committed I1:veral years ; that in 
tbe inlerim he had been proteded and employed by 
Mr. Hafting!l r chat his Ii)n wu appointed co one of 
.he lirn offices i.n the Nabob's houfbold, with a (illary 
of one lack: of rupcn. tbat the accufuion which ended 
ir; his deftru8ion wa~ no,t" produced till he came for
wa,d and lwought a fpecific charge againft the Gover
nor G eneral, of couuptio:n in his oBi«." 

DO ofD~. 
" We tgru with Mr. Hallingt, that not only he 

hilllfdf. but many other penons in thi! fettlemenf, 
have rel fo n to tbank God , as he exprelfet it, for the 
inftitution of mit Cuurt." 

Do, dateJ 'uft November Ii7S • 
. " It fe~ms . probahle fuch ~mbe"l.zlement m~1 have 

been l.mi~er ra lly practiCed. 1n the prefent circum_ 
fiances, it will be diffieult, if not impra8icable. to 
obtain direCl proof of (he (aEts, The terror im
pre lTt'd on the minds of th,~ natives by the execut ion of 
M~ha Raj ah · Nundcomar. is not to be dflced; (£Ir 
lhoug,h he fuffered for the crime of forgery, yellhena
ti >es conceive he was executed fo r having dared to pre_ 
fer co.nplainu againft the Governor General. 

.. This idea, hOWever deftiwte of foundation. is 
pre.valent 'amonlt the nalivet. and will n:lturally d~ter 
,~em from ma'king dirc(W'~riet which may be attended 
wilh tbe faille ' fatal confequences to themfe1vn. Pu
nHhment is urli'al1v intemled as an example to prevent 

. [QJ . ,h. 



tho corruniMon ~f · triftlet I in 'hi' infiince:"W f~~ 
it has ft:rved to IHev(:nt the d.ifcOfet)' of tftc-m:' 

. . , D °, 21ft Man-h· .1176. 
" Some of the bas wilh . .wpich. he (Mr. HaJ1:ings} 

has . bee~ pc¥fonaliy cbar.ged, have been prove.; tbe 
p,cfuIJ?Ptfve evidence ia lupport 0( the rell- ""';~U, we 
apprehend. lofe nd"ne of its f9rcc by the ptecipit..te re
moval of Maha Raja~ N undt;omart" ' 

Has Sir Elijah Im~J ex.p~eJfcd in any ofticiaJ corre. 
fpondepc~ an opinion t~t you and the othrr mem bers 
of the majority had given a te!limony favourable to 
their conduct: in the tdal of Nunducomar. by . your 
motion, and by tbe minutes of the l6th of Auguft 
1715 1 

N eyer to mJ' knowledge; on tbe contrary, Sir 
Elijah.Impey·, I.~ter to the Secretary of St~te. dated 
the 20th of January 1770, appears tu ha~e beel\ 
written on purpofe to vindicate his cbara8c:r frum 
afper fi l,"' uniformly thrown upon it by Clivtr ing. 
M onron, and Flancis, fur h i5 conduCt ill the bulincfs 
of Nunducomal ; to chOirge them with having con· 
Hantly Imputed to the Court thr. moil ~uo("i"us mo 
tives for their conduCt, by Arong infiDu~lion~, fPa· 
ligoant larcafm, and fC'~ere cenfure; and to accufe uS 
of attempting on fundry occafioos 10 over· awe or re .. 
duce Ine authoril:y of the Supreme Court. 

I beg leaye: to read a f~w fhort paJfages out of chis 
letter • 

. co J. The GI)Vernor General has, within few days, 
communicated to me feveral minutes,figned by 
Gener~l ClaYelring, Colonel Mo nCon, and Mr. 
Francis-:-They are Ceverally fraught with direCt 
(:hngCll 01 plain inlinuatious againft the chara8e'J of 
tbe Judgts, and (he condu?l of the c.ourt of Judica. 
ture .. -..Some (eellJ1 more: particularly Inelled at me. 

'~ 2. The ctimu either d~re8ly cbujI,ed upon the 
J~dgest 01 ,udire8ly inGnuated (which I think we 
have more reafon to complain of a6 ~ing leC, liberal) 
are of fa houid and deteftable • . nature; that if they 
were well grounded ought to fubj c:cl: each of ,hem tq 
«Ie b.ighdt ~!,Ipil!hment a plfliame41taJY itnpea.chmen{ 

<~" 
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fan rnaa: ,.nd brand their names witb inflmy to the 
Jateft polleNty. 

"3· I do Iin~ereJy 2ttrihulI~fheo/ftnlivt' put, of tbe 
tnugraphs to imll'glnOl.tio:ns heated by ran1 difpule!;; 
and ei'llertain fo high 11. fenfe of the honour of the 
gentlemen, that, a\ I period fome dlfian~e from the' 
evelllS, \"hic:h lb." have g inn time (ur their judgmentS 
to cool, tbey will IhemfdveJ be Ihochd at wh at they 
have wrot~ , 2nd be willing to fetrl8 the charges . 

.. 4. -A public nolincuion is proleKedly made to the' 
Eng: Hh 03lion, by which-,it is a'itempled to perfuade 
them. that a coun of j l.dicature. dlablilbtd by hi! 
Majdly for pro~a ing the nati'es of this coontry. and 
the Eafl: Jr.di.l Compan}". from the violence and op-' 
prefli oll of the Company' s tenants, hu m-en by "her 
Judges con vened iDlo an execrable in(\rurmnt io the 
hanus of Mr. Ha[Hng~ , (I f dcflroying the innocent 
nal ive fo r the rake of protetl ing the guilly fervanu uf 
Ihe Comp"n, . 

.. 5. it thould be known, thu the conduft of the 
C ouncil 10 the Judges. and to [he prifoner during bis 
con fi nement, had raifed ,m uni verfal belief in tbe na
tiHS, and even amon g the Europeans, that the priron~r 
wou ld be protetted from. jullice in defiance o( tbe 
Coua . 

.. 6. Raja Gouraafs ( fon of Nundcomar) hu caufed 
it to be intimated to me, tth~t he was very de{irou s to 
pay his refpeCls to me, but is pofitivel y enjoined (he 
mull: mean forbidden) entt:ring my houfe by member. 
of the Council. ", 

I {hi ll read but one fhort paragraph more out of 
this letter.-To underftand it you f'h ould know, that 
io one of our mioutcs we had fa id we were ignorant 
of any allempt to over· awe or reduce the authority of 
the Supreme Court.-In anfwer 10 lhi, Sir I::l ijab 
fays, 

" I mull refer fO tbe leHers fent me by th~ Coun cil 
in May lall, ·concerning Nunducnmar-the lettte ad. 
dr(!Red to Mr. Ju!fice Hyde and Juili{"e Lc Mai llrt-. 
the univerfal tenur ·of . he minute. of the Counc,'. 
wheneyer tbe ~ndua of ,lbe Judiles made palt of tbeir 
~Q{lr~lta(icm1." · DQ 
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Do you und,riand that t~e Olth, of f¢K'CY, tatera 
by the men-.ben of Council in thei, (ever,1 depart. 
P'len~s, admitted of any commUDi~ion to ' {hangers, 
on 'impofing a. l'imilar oath on fuch ilraQgers' . 

I do not remember the lerms of the, oath, blj,t ITIY 
opinion of it is,' that we were !lot at, libeny 10 com· 
municale tht:: proc~cding$ of th~ (cercI department, in 
,he terms of the qudliop, c~ct'pt to o.ur private (ecrc_ 
uries, or olhcr.1 needruy in the difpatch of our buG .. 
I)er~that waH unay.oid~blc i wllen we did fo. we 
bound them by the fame oath. This is all [ recoUe& 
on the fUbjcD. J lID not (ure, but I think, that to
wards the lat~cl' par,1 of my contiptAncc in the Council, 
I,he taking of this oath by the members of the Council 
f~l' into dif"re. 

What do you underHand to have b~en the feeret de. 
panment. propedy fo called, of thc government of 
»cngal ? 

The. fecret proceedings are fiyled by that title at the 
head pf them. . 

Whether, from the ,erms of the oath, as far as 
you recoHret. it was a breach of the oath, or a breadl 
~f dllty, to communicate 10 a"y perron a paper pro" 
duced bdore the Board. unoer an oalh that ~e was 
not to communicate it; and mOTe pafticularly Hill, if 
is ,!"as to a point Ihat did not properly ptlong fO ~e 

. {ecret depanmc'1t of gPllernment f 
lly communicaling 10 !hangers, .in my former an .. 

(wer, I meant arangers in India. not letters to Europe, 
all which thele was no refirainl that 1 know of.
with Tefpeet to "the dif\:n£iion {lattd in the IaR: qucltion. 
it is very diffic(;Ilt for m~ to d~cide for the r,ruples or 
confciellcc of 'Inother._Spe~king for rny(el( only, I 
thiuk. that if it ,!"as on("~ rd olve4. and mu!=h more, 

. if J myfdf agH~ed to en:er any particulu procecdings 
in the ftUCl depaltmen~1 1 wal bound to ~ecp it 

Jeeret in the fpiti! of .Ihe oath. It hal. bten fu&gefle<j 
to me that Ihc~rc was a latitude in the oat~, Which 
might include perron. not in the relation of fecrelarie. 
or affirtants -I Cannot take: upon myfeJ( to fay tbat 
othc:u mighc not bolli' fide underftand it fo. 

What 
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What ~«l had the trial :lnd e~cution of Nund_ 
comu on the enquiries carried on by the Bo:ltd iuto 
his aCCI.lraUon ;,gilinfi: the Govrrnor General? 

1 think that in dfe8. it dc:te;\ted them. 

What effdl: had it fm ethel enquiries ef the (ilme 
nature into the abures and conuptivn of the ,Cem-
pany's rervanls, or others l' • 

As to abufes commiued by the lower ranK.!t of the 
fervice, it might poffibly not alfeCi them, but I am 
convinced that it Jid Imprds,. general terror on tbe 
natives, with rdpe8 to preferring accufations againll 
men in g,eat power._ They were n,uurally afraid to 
ap~ar, and we wefe very unwilling 10 expo(e thrm. 
to what appeared 10 them and 10 us a mllnifelt 
danger. 

Did th ere appear in your obfervation any, and 
whill d .. gree of conne8ion, betweeo Mr. H afi ings and 
Sir Elijah Impey, in the y .. ar '77 5? . 

It appeart"d to me that there dId (uhliR: between them 
a very clofe intimacy and conne8.ion. 

Were the accufalions of Nundcomar: againll Mr. 
Hafting' generally. known and talked of :u Cill
(u na 1 

Yes-it couW not be oth~r\\'ire. 

Are you in poffdlion of a copy of any pilr! of the 
proceedings in 'he indillm( llt of Nauderah Begum and 
others, for forgery, in 1779, and of the opinidn de
livered by Sir Robert Ch;ambets on thn occalion, on 
a marion for quafhing lhd indi8:ment? 

Sir Robert Chambers ga.vc me a book. containing his 
opinion on that occalion. 

The committee WIS moved, that an extraa. of ~ 
leiter to the Court of Dir~aors, cl,ned Fort Wil
liam, 2d Augufi: InS, aod ligned .E. Imper, 
R. Chambers, S. C. Le M .. ilhe, J. Hyde, might 

. be read. 

And tbe ra~e wal read, and i. IS follows: 
'Add 

' .1$ 
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(-) Add to this. "at the conlin".) obli
rion .of defending e~ry ael we do. how

'l;W" regular, which thefe Garulcmcn ( lgna
, rant of the groundi of 91H proceed ings, .tnd 

not (uppo{cd, by ,hei r fialiuns, to be mucb 
, conl/erfant witb hw ) may conceive 10 be 
., wrong, mull keep liS in a perpetual Hol te of 
• difquic:t a,.d uneafane(s, and tOlally lake: away 
, that n:fpe8 Ir:d yeneration which the people 
• ought to entettain of the perfon. and judg .. 
• me nU· of their magiftratcs, of which, at pre
, (cnt, VIC feel ourfelvrs to be in full pofrclflOn, 
.. Ind which we attribute, in a great mu(ure. 
• to Ibilt confidence nC'C'Cffariir. arifing from 
, (eeing Ihat our judgments haye, in every in_ 
, fiance" been un animous, whalever reprcfent
, ati(JD Inay be made to the l:ootrar1.' 

Then the book given to Mr. Flancis by Sir Ro~tt 
Chunbcrs being dd iwcrcd in, ,he foU owing paffl ge 
""'as read from t he opi nion of Mr. JuAice Cham 
bers, dd iwered by him in t h~ Suprem e Cou n, on 
ahe mot iol1 for quafhing the inditlmenc IgainC!: 
Nluderah Begum and otherss.- o who weT': inrli8:ed 
on the {Liwle 2. Geo. 11. cap. 2.5. for forging, 
publitbing, &c. two deed, in the Per£ian lan
,uage • 

• I. To .che fira of there objeCt ions, that th. 
C fiatute does not extend to Ihis country. and 
4 to allihe arguments delivered by Mr. T ilgh_ 

man ill fUppaH of it, Mr. L aw~nce has given 
(Jne concife and general anfwer l viz. that this 

, point has been alru dy decided • 
• Now it i. true. that there have been in tbi. 

, country two t OllwiGlion. upM Ibis C!:arute: 
, tbe fifft wu that oJ Radathurn Metre, an in-

(II) Read rro", N, .. 19. in No..! of Ib~ Gen ... l Apr,nJi. to Ille lb • 
• It i.OM lb. Co""ll il<to 10 wl.oln tbe petiltoll of J ohn To,,~h ., oad 
01011 ifY;ftl. "l cato ,CoI thc B.itilh lubj~ 'W4io11, 10 tin ,""!IIcn ef 
caSll, Ihalr, t,Ad Oril!"., w .. rdcn... · . 

, habitant 
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• hahirant ofOalcutta, who' was upiul1y ~on .. 
, Yia~ thereon in the year one 'thou(and {eyen 
4 hundred and fixtyJfivCt, and .{tenl'.rd, par
I doned; but that trial was before j.ue!~es whofe 
, decifions we are not ufed 10 hear cited as of 
• authority, becaufe in raet they neither were, 

nor pretended to be much acquainted with 
4 law. The other was' the corwill:ion or 
4 Nundcomar, who WII tried bdore ,Hi. 

Court; and to any.opinion declared by thi. 
• Court no man can pay mo~ drference tllln I 
~ do, even when r am fo unfortunate as to elif-
• fef from my brethren. 

, Iii. alfo true', that io this lal1:·mentioned 
'cafe the queHion whelh~r the Aalute 

:1 Geo. IL now extends to Ihis country, did 
undergo fome di fcuffion; for though no mo· 
tion was m3de for qua!hing tbe indiCtment 
b y the pdfonel'si advoc3tes,l did myfelf, when 

• he was brought up fO be arraigned, vropofe 
in court thai it !houle! be quafued; Ind gave 

• my reafons, which (as it frequently happen. 
, in all courts) were not thought convincing 
• by my bsclhren~ though they had convinced 
, me. 

, But I (uppor.~ I n~ed hardly inform Mr. 
, Lawrenct', that no one decifioJl of any court. 
• particularly conc:erning the exerci fe of a power 
, in any degrte dif..:retionary. ought to be con~ 
• fidered as fo bindi ng and .condufive. thar 

euher a judge or an advocate l'hnuld be re· 
• !hained trom maintai ning a doctrine contrary 
, therelo, upon :my c~fe newly ariling. For 
• my own parr, 1. hold mvfelf bound to give 
• my opinion on this objefrion. alth ough ana· 

ther may, J believe, be found. fuffic k nl 10 
, qualh the indiament, becaufe it appears to 
C me to be of importance, botb to ,be prifnn. 

en. and to others wbr, m~y hereafter be i(l~ 
ditted on the ("me ftatute i and beC:lUrC ( 

, dliink. that whl:re life is concerned, no Oph 

• Ilion 
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c nion "dehbetate,ly 
C held.' 

fQrmcd ~o ... ld '* whb~ 
Then Mr. Frant'is (aid, 
I beg leave II[) aud, that Sir Rollert Chambers, in 

(onllcrfation with me, ha~ repeatedly affirmed to me 
thc (une faa. ()of whicn indeed 1 hild other infotmation, 
and has repeatedly compl~ined of Ihc injuOkc done to 
him, and to his cha~aCter, by Ihc totlll omiffion of all 
mention thereof in Ihe primed Trials. 

From whom had you that other information of Sir 
Roben Chambc'fS', opinion 1 

I cannOl piI,rticularly fay (rom , whom, but it was 
publidy knownl. . 

Can you aCC,r)unt (or the circumflance, ttnt .fu' r Sir 
Robert Chambers h ild given an authority under his 
h~nd to print the uial of Nundcomar, (rom a copy 
accompanying tharauthority, how he {bould af,crwards 
compl ain that be was ill ured, in bis opinions being 
left out in that copy ~ 

I pofitively aJTert the f~8. that he did (0 eompbin I 

I ~m nut bound t(.o 3Ccount (or the whole (}f the tranf~ 
.aion; but my beJidis, thaI Sir Robert Chambers did 
conceive th·lt the printed n ial was nDI a true and ,,·um
plete copy (.of l"he manufeript trial, to which'. 31 thl: 
(judlion lIates, he gave his aJTent. 

Did YOII {lot" on a former oeolion. declare that you, 
Gentn,! Clavcring. and Colonel Monfon. made. great 
dift in8ion \0 your opinion of the j udges ;--cbat thcy 
had a pedcll g.-.ad opinion of Sir Rubert Ch;:mben, 
that th~y conCldered Jut\ice Hyde al a good man; but 
they loohd on any thing as improper and mi(chievous 
which came from Sir Elijah Impey. and only doubted 
whether Mr. Jullice Le Mai(l're Wit not too much 
under Sir Elijah Impey's tead i-and .... h~lhcr, in t:on~ 
(equencc of that opinion, your PI",wtdp.al re.Con for 
condemning Ih.c petition of NundcoO'lIr at., . libel w .. 
not that il involved the wbole Coun t 

I will aate pret:ifdy wbat 1 taid.-I a9"ened tben, at 
I aJI"er(ng", thaC il Wli a libtl, on. 'he .mole Court of 

JullicC', 
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JulHce,'in the Ir,Cl: and proper renre of litIe· ... ord. Thi! 
dreadful df.tV COntained in it included all the judget, 
concernin~ two of whom (Sir Robcon Cbambers and 
Mr. Hyde) we lIe~r had a (ufpicion of the m"oti,u 
whicb,e atuibuted 10 S!r Elijah Impey, though I am 
far (rom acquitting them of.1I hlame. Concerning 
.nother of the Judget~ the lite Mr. Le MliGre. Ihough 
we raw him· united in the c:!oed}: i~im.cy with the 
Chief JuA:ice, .nd ready 1'0 {uppon hi' opinion on an 
occationt with a degree of zeal and pallion, which, 
however fmcere:. was not to be: ..txcufed. yet in that 
,!hic.h conltilutc:s the deadly guilt of the.tranfaClion, 
we ne.er fufpettc:d him III be concerned. in a con (e. 
deraey, I mean, with Sir Elij. h Impey. to !ilke olf 
Nundc..."r, in order to f",ve Mr. Ilafting~ from th ll 
effea of chat man's e.i~ence. 

Did you, in , 'oy nne m~ nutc: of your!, or declara
l ion, Of in any oipcial tranfaClion m~de in Bengal 
Je(pecUng [he Supreme Court , djfclimioate Sir Elijah 
lmpey from the reft of the Judge. ? 

I do not recolleB: thilt we did, nor do r Ihin~ we 
could_the all:, on the filce of it, was the ad of tbe 
Court; but it appUrI plainly Ihat we did make 
the diftinClioo I hue lately lbted, for even Sir Elijah 
Impey himfdf fays, " Some of the charges feem par
,icularlylevelled at me." 

Did you, on a former occaGon . declare in this 
H ouk, thn your apprebcnliolls and Colonel Monfun', 
were for General Claverin g 's pedonal fafetT? 

I faid, our apprehenfio ills were for General Claver
jng's fafeey; whether I f.dd perfon~ l (afety or .not, I 
cannol potitively affirm, but 1 am ready to (IY n.ow, 
that if it had be~n pomble for the Court 10 have ~Iven 
th lt all a conRruClion by wh ich General Clavenng', 
per[onal fa{ety could be a lfC"Cled, r thi nk he ~puld 
have been in great perfona! dangel--:I am [ure h iS for
tune would bave been It (take i the Judges were all 
po-:etful, 'and gave wh~tevet j!lteipl~tation they thought 
fit to their own ~rirdiai(l,n .-Wc, wt're no lawyen. 
and hid no l,wreN t~ j:f1i~' .... ""7~lr .Elijah Jmpey, 
fooo af~r the 'apprc:hcnfioli 01 Nundcomar, fiad en-

, 8 deavoured 
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"eafaq:~d ,w_:F-x an i~putatil)ft .h ~,,~,y ,e1a~ 
to ~i. and amo~ U5 principaH,f ~.4heCo$m*,,*r- ,n 
Chief. tlut th.t:re was a deceTln1~ to,..(~"e _Nw~. 
cornu by to,ce.~ncraJ Clueri"lf w.atVo ... ,...C' .. .. t 
ie, chilc he Jhought- it 'necdIirry.eo m.Jte aft~tl'jll 
Council , rhu he never had concrind, or ~ 01. 
{ucb an intemion in I ny pe.con-if(~h a ctt.rge:;could 
h.",e bef:n liu'd po him. J am (tile be w()uld have beta 
in very &tut daog~,f indeed . t 

D id not you know, by the upreJs wOld, e>f the 
charier, that Ihe R'kmbl'l5 of the Cuuncil were not 
liable to b~ar rclled in their perfon!, but for trufon ot 
felony; and did you not lil-::cwife know; they had tbe 
whol~ powe r, civil and milit.ary, in their bands 1 

1 know thd the law ilnd the chaTler gave: us that {c_ 
enrit\'; whether it would have been a rcal one or not, 
if we h~d fallen into any legal (nare, f very much 
doubt. The quefiion fuppofes that we had the whule 
civil and m,li t,a,ry power ~t our co'mm..and-I beg leal'C 
to fb lc to (h,~ Commitlee wh,at our rlluatioo wu :
we wue a bare majari!'y uf the Coundl, and were 
pu blicly declared by Sir Elijah Im pcy, from the Bench, 
to, be nothing more than agents of the eafl Ind i ~ Com
pany.-We bi~d agaiilit us the Governor Gencrili. who 
'Was the ficH, :lind executive Magilhau: of Ibe GO\lern~ 
ment, and anot her member of thc Council_We had 
'1Igainfr liS the Chi<f Juftiee, and in cffdt the Supreme 
Court-'Ve had agawA.: U5 anothcr powerful b~dy in 
\h'a t (rulement. called thc: Board of Trade,. ~oofining 
of t~e Compallly's (eo ior (crvanfs-Wc: had againft tit 
in genenl all the ret1: of the {en'i~e, and almolt ail the 
Europeans of every de{cription-This was the pf(dj~ 
c~ment in whi ch we three A:ood alone, with v~ r, feW 
exceptions indeed.-The COIu{e in ""hieh Mr, Hdlingt 
WIS concetn~d was con(.dered as the caure of the whole 
fettlemeol-You canool judge whether our appreh~n" 
lion! were well or ill founded, uoiee. you could place 
'yourfdves in our fituation~ This at le .. a i. certain. that 
~ Sir John Claveriog, in that aale and tempcr ofthl: 
fcttlemcnl (I mean at that time, ror it altered af(er
'Wardsl, had been indi&4 aJld {uund iuilty of a libel, 

" Iho 
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the Suiweme Court might have fine! him his 'Whole 
iertun~ wbith ,he muH have inftantly paid dGwn_ 
hissemed~ if any, would have been by an appeal to 
the IWng and Council in. this country • . 

When and whe~ had 'Sir Elijlh Iinpey.the daring 
infolence to aifen, that perfons appointtd hy a Britilb 
ACl: of Parliament {the fime aUlhoril:y under which. he 
bimfeJf aaed} were mere agents of the Eafi India 
CO!llpany 1 

On the 23u of Jan Ulary 17'5. the Chief Jufiice 
declared it from the Bcnt:h. 

, (a) The Lore! Chief jotfiice's Reply 10 the 
• Refolutionsof the GoverlYJr G cO(rai and 
, Council. 

, The Court wit.h very great contern percei\' e~ 
, that a melT age (em by [he fira Officer for the 
., purpofe of preventing a correfpondence, which, 
, if carried on, mua end in altcrcuion, h~, bee, • 
• efteemed by the l::Ouncil a want of r cf~tl ill 
C the mode of del iv,eling it, and has produced that 
, very altercation, whi ch in the fjt(l inflance 
c ought to be ttopp'~d j therefore the Coun will 
, not mak.e one fingle obfervation on the want of 
~ addrefs to the C ourt. or the fubjeCt matter of 
, tbeir papers. Thofe who orfi end .: ti ifputc, 
C which may be of fo much confequence to tnc 
, public, in our opinion aCl with t h~ mo!!: J iFnjry. 
" and dcfer .. e b~.ft of the public. Thc iflue of 
• tbis bufin~fs fufficiently evintc! the im propriety 
C of the modc of :application hy the (ioYernor 
C General and Council. If the Company thought 
C it right to zpply. there are but twO moJes in 
C which it c()uld be properly done. T hough 
C neitber the Crown nor the Company have all 
c. Attorney Genera1., the Company bas a {bndi ng 

• R~ld from. boo" iD\;t~td. IktIpl "~p"n d ix. No. ,s. E. ~jnl 
Jl:tut} of $".,ret CQo(ul!uj,,~ •• ron ~·lIli.1JJ1, .6,b }un,. 'ns-

(R] l Counfd i 
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, Counc;l j: a motion might have beel\ mide by 
, that Counfd. If they did not think proper to 
, inR:ruGt: their Counfel, but meant to acdrcfs UI 

themfelv4:s. the p,oper mode was by pelitj~; it 
, is the mode tbe charter has prefcribed fOr the 
, E.ft Indi. . Company, whore agents the Gover
, nor GeOl~ral and Coundlare: an appeal, under 
c· the circllmllanc~ prcfcribed in the act, is a 
, matter of r:gbl, to pref:rve that decenty ntet(
, (;jry in 21ppiicalion to his MajeR:y's Court of 
'Juftice. The 'tompany. as well as all other 
, apptUant, . mila not claim it, but prefer an 
C humble petition; thofe arc the words of the 
, charier ;--it is a {a.Ut point of honour to dt'clillc 
, it; there: is nothing humiliating in it. it is 
, mere matter of form. This being thus ex
t plained, to prevent any further _hercation! of 
, this nUUI'e, the Court mua: inform the Board, 
, that they cannot (refpea being had to the dig-· 
, nity of his Majefi:y's Couru. and 10 Ihe welfare 
, of the country) receive in future any lettell or 
c mefrages but in that form: 

When the Connt ures this expre$on, C the Ead: Indi. 
Company, whore agents the Governor and Council 

, are,' do you underRand that to imply an affirmation, 
that the Go;remor General and Council are nothing 
more than agents of the Eaft India Company l 

Not generally-but with rerpea to the .point in 
quoIlion, namely, addrelTes from the Governor General 
and Council 10 tbe Supreme Court-it is a'f opfnion 
that the words [heant to convey, and do convey, that 
they conlidered liS jp no olber light than as agents of 
the Eaa India Company; and that we muA: prQCted, 
as all other fuitors did, by humble petilion. 

Whether, at the period in which you have dereribed 
the Company's (erTanll to be united againft the majo
rity of the Supreme Council, who were in raa Ih. 
Government, the Governor itTued an, one order to tho 
Mmy which wael not iailbfllJl, obeyed ? 

AU 
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All the· orders to the army were fi gned by all the 

<1){" inbcl'1 of the Council; and I have no dOl.lbt bwt 
th~J were obeyed. 

If an order had ' been iJTued by General Clavering. 
iJ l ~ Commander in Chid . (0 any one corps compofing 
t he army. in confequence of inllruClions from the ma
j(': i ~y . do you think that th:u order w8uld not have been 
()b~ led ? 

If ·the order had bee~ IignC'd bt us thrre alone, with
, . \/L the namu 'of Mr. Halti ngs and Mr. Harwell. and 
it Ii had been at the fame time intimattd, as in that 
,: .. h: it undoublrdly WOldt! . t hat it was an illegal order. 
M ,again!!: the reofe of the Supreme Coun, and that 
~ he; efore it had not been ligned by M r. Hafting' and 
t\ i ~ . Ba{wdl, I then am of opinion. and I fhte it only 
a~ .m opinion. that it wo uld not h~ve been obeyed; 
r: I :hat was an t x tremity th.1o t we had wo much regud 
to :> lI r duty, and to the f4fc:t y orthe g reat Government 
r oo - ; ; miued to us. ever co tb ink. of haz.uding. 

i! id you know the late Mr. Elliot ? 
y~s. 

D id you 'know hil family and conne8:ions in Ihi. 
t-~'\wtTy f 

1 hid no conneaion with them. but I knew who 
j h~! were. 

V·:hat wu the general charaCler of Mr. J.<.iliut? 
Ii , far as I !tnow he: bOfl~ a remarkably good one. 

V o you conceive it potliible, that Mr. Elliot would 
'uve fuffered a trial to be :primed which was panicu .. 
j,r!" intruRed to him. and at which trial he had him
Id, ,nterpreted, without taking care thn it was {h idl)' 
;!g :~able to the copy which he had received from the 
J u,;~cs? . 

t was very little acquainted wilh Mr. Elliot; hut I 
til} firml, bel ieve, (rom aH thn I have heard o( hi5: 
r illra8:er, that he was incapahJe of being party toruch 
;,. ira l.l d : if there was fuc.h a fr aud, my bel ief is., that 
ht was impofe~ on; that is, that the copy to which Sir 
l!. Clbett Chamben gave hia 'aff'ent was not prKifely and 

R :l compleldy 
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completely th«~ copy delivered to Mr. EllioL-Thi, i. 
only my opinion: I can nate noahing more upon it. 

What reafon have you for that opinion? 
I can n <tte no other rc~lfon for it but the perrea good 

charall:er that young Gentleman bore. 

From your converfation wi!h the natiye. in general, 
and the inhabitants in general of Bengal. whar-wu the 
&cncral charaHer of Nundcomar 1 

And Ibe queRioD-being objetlcd to; 
To report a pregrert, &c. 

THE END. 
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