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nobody knew what it was he wrote; but what he did,
was in Bengal language : Whilft the faid Raddachund
was wrting, one Ceja Jofeph Abdul Moofeph afked
him what he was writing, to which he replied he was
writing nothing : Mrs. Matrufe likewile afked himgeo
whom he retusned the fame anfwer: \Whilft Radfa-
chund Meitre was writing, Padre Kyton canie into
the room, and afked him what he was writing, and he
made the fame anf{wer to bim which he had done te
the former perfons: that he (Raddachund) put the
paper in his pocket, and went away; that no perfon
was acquainted with whar ke wrote.  After this, the
evidence went to Mr. Morris’s houfe, who told him
Raddachund Mettre had a p per in his hands, given
him by Coja Solomon, for fix thoufand Arcot rupees;
to which the evidence replied it was a falle paper:
that neither the evidence, or others, afked Raddachund
any thing, nor did Raddachund afk them any thing,
or thewed them any paper. When they carried the
will of the deceafed Solomon 1o the mayor’s court to
have it proved, and the probat was granted, Mr. Ma-
gee then provuced the faid paper for fix theufand ru-
pees, and began to read : At the fame time the exe-
cutors made a proclamarion that the paper was a falfe
one. The court compared the will and Raddachund
Mettre’s paper, and Jeft them that dage without fur-
ther enquiry. ‘They went again the enfuing court
day, and carried with them the witnefles, who faw
Raddachund write the paper. but were obliged to go
home again, as the.e was no court held that day. The
next time they went to court, the attorney informed
them that Raddachund Mettre had taken away the
paper out of court, The executors then told the
prifoner to bring the paper and prove it, and that they
would pzy the money ; but if he could not prove it,
to give them the paper, for what had he to do with a
falfe onc? T'here was a bond that Raddachund had
executed for 1 0,000 rupees, which they demanded o
be paid them ; buc he refufed them; and they fued
bim in the mayor's court for the money, which he has
not yet paid. The evidence went to John Burdert
Efquire, magiftrate, about the faid paper of 6000

rupees
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rupees: Raddachund appeared, and faid he had torn
it; upen which he was confined. The night before
Jaft, and laft night, Raddachund’s father, accompanied
by Monpefaud, came to the evidence, and begged he
woltld forgive him: The evidence anfwered, he could
not, as it was now in the hands of a juftice: And far-
ther the deponent fays not.

Fury. The evidence fays Raddachund was writing
fomething, but they did not know what; he then
fays it was in the Bengal language: how does he
know it was in the Bengal language?

Evidence. Raddachund was feen writing fomething
in the Bengal language, but the fubftance of it was
not known, '

Fury. Was the paper, Raddachund was feen to
wiite at Coja Solomon’s, the fame that was produced
at the mayor’s court by Mr. Magee, and how he
knows it ?

Evidence. He dues not know whether it was the
fame, as he only faw that which was produced at the
mayor’s court; but he was informed by thofe whe had
feen him write the paper at Coja Sulomon’s, and who
afterwards (aw it at the mayor’s court, that it was the
fame paper, *

Fury. Do you when the paper was wiote ?

Evidence. 1 don’t recolleét the immediate day of
the month that it happened, but it was the fame on
which Coja Solomon died.

The prifoner being now afked if he had any queftions
to put to the evidence, interrogated him as follows:

Prifoner. Was you at Coja Solomon’s the day he
died ?

Evidence, No, not that day, but the day before
he died.

Prifiner. Do you know of yourfelf what was done
in Coja Solomen’s houfe, or is it only from hearfay ?

Evidence, No, I don’t know it myfelf, only from
hearfay.,

Prifoner.

iz
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Prifoner. Who prevented me from going in the
houfe of Coja Solomon when he was dead ?

Evidence.  Jofeph Abdell Mofeph told me he had
prevented yeu.

Court. Do you know what the court faid with re-
gard to the paper that was brought them, and do you
underftand Englith ?

Evidence. No.
"

Coja Affem, being fworn evidence for the King, de~
pofes as follows: That he has known the prifonsr at
the bar four or five years ; that he (the evidence) ufed
to ftay with Coja Solomon during his illnefs ; and that,
about three days before he died, the doétor gave or-
ders for nobody to go near him: Three days after

-Raddachund Mettre went to Coja Solomon’s houfe,

and he prevented his entering the houfe: whilft the
evidence was fetting out, the prifoner came and fat by
him; in the mean time Mrs. Matrule came in, upon
which the evidence opened the perdar for her to go in,
and that Raddachund took the opportunity of going in
with her ; the evidence feeing Raddachund go in, fol-
Jlowed him, and took up a fan to fan the deceafed ;
that Raddachund afked a flave boy of Coja Solomon’s
for paper; the boy brought fome, whicle Raddachund
faid was dark, and returned it: the prifoner ordered
his own boy to be called, who brought him a {mall
bundle, out of which he took a piece of white paper,
and began to write; whilft he was writing; Coja So-
lomon turned himfelf about in his bed, fo that his
back was to the prifuner: After this, Raddachund and
Mrs. Matrufe went both out of the room; the evi-
dence let down the mufguetta curtains of Coja Solo-
mon’s bed, and went and fat at the outfide of the per-
dar, This happened about twelve at noon. He fat
there a fhort time, and went home about a quarter
after twelve, having firlt ordered the fervants to let no
one come in, and, upon any particular emergency, to
call him dire@ly. About two o’clock fome of Coja
Solomon’s fervants came and called him in great hafte ;
he went to Solomon’s houfe, and found him dead, in’

the
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the fame pofture he had left him, &c. Further the
deponent faith not.

Court. 'When Raddachund Mettre was writing, did
you afk him what it was he wrote ?

Evidence. 1 did, and the prifoner faid it was nothing
of confequence, and put it in his pocket. Raddachund
had been at Coja Solomon’s fome days before, when
Couja Solomon afked him for fome oranges to moiften
his mouth with, for he was extremely thirfty. Rad-
dachund faid, he would try to get fome: when Radda-
chund came to Coja Solomon’s this laft time, not hav-
ing brought the oranges, I imagined the paper he was
writing might be to fomebody fur oranges, and on this
account little notice was taken of the paper.

" Fury. Do you recolle& the day that Coja Solomon
died ?
Lvidince. To the belt of my knowledge it was about
three months ago, but I do not recolle the particular
day, =

Court. Did Coja Solomon fign any paper when
Raddachund was there?
Fvidence, He neither did, nor was able to fign any.

Fury. Do you know Conjubeharry Bofs and Seb-
benkeflno Poromonick ?
Euvidence, Np.

Court., Did any one accompany Raddachund when
he went intc the room ?

Evidence.  Only his fervant, who came in with the
bundle, and went out direétly on his mafter’s taking out
what he wanted.

Cozrt. Do you know Coja Selomon’s hand-writing ?
Evidence.  Yes.

The court then produced the paper in queftion, and
afked him whether it was Coja Solomon’s figning ? to
which the evidence faid, it was not only none of Coja
Solomon’s hand-writing, but the namec was wrong

fpelt,
C‘#r"

3
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Courf, When Raddachund went there three days
before Solomon died, did you fee or hear of his figning
any paper?

Ewidence. 1 was not in the room the whole time of
Raddachund’s being there.

Fury. When Raddachund went to Coja Solomon’s
houfe three days betore he died, did any perfon accom-
pany him?

Evidence.  Nobody,

Fury, At the time Raddachund was writing in Coja
Solomon’s houfe, did anybody elfe take notice of it by
afking him what he was writing ?

LBuidence, 1 did not take notice.

Prifoner. Who were prefent when I was writing the
paper?

Evidence. 1 do not recolle& any other perfon but
Mrs. Matrufe.

Prifoner.  When 1 and Mrs. Matrufe went out of
the room, did we likewife leave the houfe ?

Ewvidence.  You both went together out of the room,
and when I came out [ faw neither.

Court. Did Raddachund return after that?
Ewuidence. No.

Maria Matrufe being {worn evidence for the King,
depofesas follows : That fhe has known the prifoner at
the bar fince the day fhe faw bim at Cojs Solomon’s
houfe ; fhe went to fee Coja Solomon a E,mr: time be-
fore he died, at which time the faw Raddachund Mettre
and two or three perfons mote fitting; and when the
reft of the company went out, fhe and Raddachund
remained in the room ; he afked a boy for paper, and
the boy brought Bengal paper; Raddachund afked, if
there was no white paper ! the boy went and brought a
bundle, out of which Raddachund took a pice of paper
and wrote fomething, She afked him what he was
writing? he returned her no anfwer, but pointed at
Coja Solomon. Coja Solomon was not in his fenfes at
that time, and that on her return to her houfe fhe heard

Solomon
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Solomon was dead; and further the deponent faith
not.

Court. Did you come out: before Raddachund Mettre,
or did you come out at the {ame time?
Euidence. Before Raddachund.

Court,  'When you went into Solomon’s room, did
you find Raddachund there, or did he come afterwards ?

Evidence. I faw him fitting there, and he did not
come in with me. '

Prifoner.  Did not I tell you that Coja Solomon had
defired me to afk you to go out, for that he wanted to
fleep ?

Evidence. You cid tell me {o, but I did not hear
Solomon fay fo himfelf, for he was fpeechlefs.

Prifaner, Was Coja Affem (the laft evidence) in
the room at the time you was, and when 1 wrote the
paper ! :

Evidence. No, he was not there.

Court. Did you fee Solomon fign to any paper ?

Evidence. No. :

The prifoner being put upon his defence, defires
Padre Dionyfius may be called in as evidence for him,
who, being duly fworn, was interrogated as follows :

Prifaner. How long did you know Coja Solomon
before he died ?
Evidence, About fiftcen years.

Prifoner.  'Was you acquainted with the charalters
the deceafed ufed in figning his name ?
Evidence, Yes.

The paper, which was (uppofed to be forged, was
then produced, and his opinion afked, to which he re-
plied ;

Evidenee, - 1 think there is fome refemblance; but
that his illnefs has contributed to making it a little
different from his ufual writing when in good health,

and that it appears as if it was wrote in bed, orona
pillow.

15
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pillow. This being the whole of his evidence, the
prifoner now defires the boy, mentioned in the former
part of the trial, may be called as evidence, who being
duly fworn, was afked the following queftions :

Prifoner. Did not Solomon, the morning of the day
on which he died, occafionally afk you for feveral ne-
ceflaries that he wanted, and at the fame time did not
you underttand him and bring them to him?

Euvidence. He did, and I underftood him.

Court. What things did Solomon afk for ?
Evidence.  Broth.

Prifoner. Did not I take a Bengal Banyan along with
me into the room the day that Coja Solomon died ?
Evidence.  Wo, not a Banyan, but a doftor.

Prifiner. Did you fee the dotor any other day ?
Evidcnce. 1| faw the man go in twice altogether.

A Bengal man being brought into the Court, the
Evidence was afked, if that was the perfon he had feen
go into Solomon'’s chamber with Raddachund Mettre ?
to which he anfwered, no: another perfon being pro-
duced, the Evidence faid he was the man that he had
feen go into the room with the prifoner, to which Rad-
dachund fays he never did go into the rocm with that
perfon.

The Court afked him again, if that was the man he
had feen go into Solomon’s room with Raddachund? to
which he anfwered pofitively, yes.

Court. Did Raddachund go into Solomon’s room
with Mrs. Matrufe ?

Evidence. Raddachund was fitting in the hali when
Mrs. Matrufe came into the Houfe, and upon her go-
ing into Solomon’s room, the prifoner took the oppor=
tunity of going in with her.

Court. Did Raddachund afk you for any paper ?
Evidence. He did afk me for paper, upon which I
brought Bengal paper; but Raddachund refufed it, and
took fome out of a bundle he had, and fat down by the
fide of Solomen’s bed and began to write: I left him
writing
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writing and went into the cook room, and upon my
rewrn [ found Raddachund was gone.

C-urt. -Was Coja Ufeph in the room at the time you
delivered the paper to Raddachund Mettre?
Lvidence. He was not; he was walking in the hall,

Prifoncr.  'What length of time was it from your go-
ing into the cook room to your return ?
Fuidence. About five minutes.

Fury. What day did Solomon die?
Lvidence. About the 22d November I believe,

Jury. What did you do with the broth that you
went to the cook room for?

Evidence. My mafter drank a little of it.

Fury. Was your mafter in his fenfes?

Evidence. He was not in his {enfes, and could
fpeak bur very little,

Jury. Could CojaUleph, when he was walking in
the hall, fec what was doing in the room ?
Evidence. Yecs.

Fury. Was the Perdat up at the time Coja Ufeph
was in the hall ?

Euvidence. Yes.

Court. Was Raddachund ever hindered or forbid
by Coja Ufeph from going into the room ?

Evidence. Yes,

Conjubeharry Bofs, one of the witnefles to the paper
in queltion, being called in as evidence for the pri-
foner, was duly fwern in and interrogated,

Court, What kind of paper did you fignto? was it
Bengal, Perfian, or Europe?

Evidence. Europe,

Court. Had any body elfe figned before you?

Evidence. No,

Court. . Was there any other writing upon the paper
befides Bengal ?

Evidence. There was nothing ‘but Bengal writing
when I figned it.

[C] Court,

n
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Cowrt. 'Was any perfon in the room with Radda-
chund ?

Fuidence. There was a Gentoo that Raddachund
had brought with him.

Court. Did Coja Solomon defire you to fign the
paper as well as Raddachund Mettre?
Ewvidence. He did.

Court, W as the name Coia Solomon figned upon
the paper at the time that Raddachund defired him to
fign it, or whether Coja Solomon figned it in his (the
Evidence’s) prefence ? '

Evidence. 1 recolleét fome part of the name being
wrote, but do not remember that the whole was ; and
1 did not myfelf fee Coja Solomon write any thing
of it.

Fury. What time of the day did Solomon defire
you to fign it ?
Evidence.  About eleven o’clock in the morning.

Court, Was any perfon prefent when you figned
the paper in the room, and who they were {

Evidence.  Nobody was in the room ; but as I was
going out, a black man was coming in.

Court. Did Coja Solomon talk with you, or any
perfon whiltt you was in the room ?

Ewidence.  He did not fpeak to anybody, only when
he was afked to fign the paper, anfwered, Yes.

This being the whole of the evidence on both fides,
and the prifuner having nothing more to fay in his
defence,

‘T'he court fummed up the evidence to the petit jury,
and they withdrew.

Swore in Smith, conflable, te keep the petit jury.

The petit jury came into court, and returned the
following verdiét:

That Raddachund Mettre is guilty of the forgery
luid to his charge.

The
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The prifoner being fet to the bar,
The chairman pronounced the fentence of death on
him in the ufual form,

Ordered him into the condemned hole.

The bufinefs of the prefent feflions being over, dif-
mifled both juries with. thanks for their fervices; and
adjourned the feffions till the 27th day of May upon a
frefh fummons.

(A true copy.)
EDWr BABER,
Clerk of the peace.’

No. 3.

Extrast of Bengal General Confultations, the 11th
March 1765,

THE principal black inhabitants of the place fend in

the following petition in favour of Raddachund
Metre, under fentence of death for forgery, foliciting
we would defer the execution of the fame, and recom-
mend the delinquent to his Majefly for mercy.

To the Honourable John Spencer, Efq; prefident, &c.
council at Fort William, Bengal.

The humble petition of the native inhabitants of
Calcutta, together with the merchants, Banians,
and others, whofe eflates, interefts, or habitations

are in any part of the kingdoms of Bengal, Ba-

har, and Orixa, within the jurifdi&ion of the
Englifh, :
Sheweth,

That your petitioners being informed of the con-
demnation to death of Raddachund Mettre, grandfon of
Gobinram Mittur, formerly Zemindar of Calcutta, and
faithful fervant of the Englifh, for having been inftru-
mental in writing a paper to procure him a fum of

[C] 2 moncey
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money from Coja Selomon deceafed, being under the

moft inexpreflible affli®ion and grief, beg leave to

throw, themfelves at your feet, to intreat you will thew
mercy to the unhappy delinquent, by ufing whatever
means may étcur to your goudnefs and humanity to
fave his life.

Your petitioners humbly reprefent, that the unhappy
delinquent is of one of the beft families in the place,
who have filled confiderable employs in the Honourable
Company’s fervice, with fidelity to the Honourabie
Company and tredit to themfelves; that this family is
swiumerous and conneéted with many confiderable fami-
lies in the country ; that fuch an ignominious punith-
ment as that to which the delinquent is now fentenced
being inflited upon him, will draw ruin on all con-
neéted with him by the difgrace it will bring upon them,
and there is the greateft reafon to apprehend the moft
dreadful confequence to them from the defpair which from
the maxims of our religion they muft be thrown into;
fo that in truth the punifhment will not fall heavier on
the delinquent than on all his friends and relatives.

Your petitioners further beg leave to remonflrate,
that although the delinquent has been convicted of a
great crime, yet fuch punifbment was never knywn to Lave
been inflicled fov an offence of that nature in this fettlement
before. According to the laws of our country, his crime
is never punifhed with death, but with a fine, The
delinquent was therefore ignorant of the heinoufnefs
of the offence. Having been brought uvp in the reli-
gion and opinions of Hindoos, he could form no other
notions of things but frem their maxims and cuftoms;
thefe rendered his offence not mortal; and no inftance
had before occurred to inform him of the feverity of the
Englith law, of the tehar and form of which the delin-
quent was fo torally ignorant, that he did nor avail
himfelf of ciicumftances which your petitioners are in-
formed would have made greatly in his favour.,

Your petit}eohm.themfme humbly entreat, ll-n:.! this
‘Honourgble Board will take the unbappy cife of the
delinquent into a mercifal counfideration ; and that 'tbgﬁ

3 G
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will intercede for the delinquent with his Majefly the
king of Great Britain, refpiting the cxecution of the
fentence until his Majefty’s gracious pleafure is known,

And your petitioners fhall ever pray.

Huzzurry Mull,
Neemoychurn Seat,
Coffinaut,
Mohunperfaut,
Kiflencondafs,
Kirparamgole,
Ramfynker Dutt,
Heeraloll,
Monickefund,
Ramnadetagore,
Kiflenchurn,
Sookdeb Mullick,
Keleram Roy,
Ramcondgole,
Kiflenchurn Dutt;
Modendutt,
Samchundutt,
Soberam Byfack,
Petember Seat,
Goarchurn Seat,
Nillmoney,
Rofebehary Seat,
Ramullperfaud,
Bungnaut,
Harrakiflen Mullick,
Doorgaram Dutt,
Sunkerholdar,
Beejaram,
Radachurn Mullick,
Gocullgore,
Joy Kiflendafs,
Ramkeflore,
Radacond Surma,
Ramnidee Surma,
Ramnaut Surma,

i Surma,

[C]3

Ramnidy Baraja,
Joy Kiff‘!no Surma,
Dorponown,
Samchuckerbetty,
Diaram Muckerja,
Kundoo Goflaul,
Diachund,
Chaundholdar,
Renodebehary Seat,
Petomber Seat,
Bifluaram Fagore,
Kelerampaul,
Badabohonbyfack,
Luckicondore,
Gocullkiffore Seat,
Diaramlagore,
. Gunniefbofe,
Doorgaram Seen,
Ramamburn,
Keindargofe,
Mundram Sean,
Churamonydutt,
Anderam Dafs,
Woodachund Coherah,
Raunkiflen Cohnat,
Kirtychurnd Cotmah,
Bindabundafs,
Diaramgofe,
Kabullram,
Bullrambifcoafs,
Woodaram Surma,
Goverden Metre,
Ksmdebdafs,
Ramchurn Roy, -
Hurry Kiffenlagore,
Monofhur Muckerja,
Czooderam,”
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Ozoaderam, Gocull Metre,
Nubkiffen Monfie, Doorgaramlagore,
Govindram, Ramfunkerbofe 1ft,
Kirparam Mittre, | Kabullramlagore,
Sam Muffedar, Toterambofe,
Monickdutt, Rampaiain Sean,
Hurrykiffendutt, Harukiflnodutt,
Radakiffen, Ramfunder Metre,
Nittanund, Gongaram Metre,
Ramkiffen Mullick, Ramfankerbofe,
Purmanund Byfack, Mohadedafs,

No. 4.

IN order to give thefe people the fullet conviction of
our lenity as well as juftice, afd in hopes that this
man’s condemnation will alone be a fufhicient example
to deter others from the commiffion of the like offence,
which is not held fo heinous in their eyes,

It is agreed to comply with their application, and
that he be accordingly refpited till the King’s plea-
{ure is known,

Ordered therefore, that the fecretary do require
from the clerk of the peace a copy of the proceedings
of the feffions, and tranfmit the fame, together with a

copy of the petition of the inhabitants, in order to
be laid before his Majefty.

No. s.

Extra& of a general Letter from Bengal, dated
11th March, 17635.

SUPPLEMENT,

1. 34..THE principal black inhabitants of the place
have this day preferred a petition to us in

favour of Rudachurn Metre, under fentence of da;lh
of
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for forgery, and foliciting we would defer the execu-
tion of the fame, and recommend the delinquent o
his Majefty for mercy. In order to give thefe people
the fulleft convi@ion of our lenity as well as juftice,
and in hopes that his very condemnation will be a {uf-
ficient example to deter others from the committing
of the like offence, which is not held fo infamous in
their eyes, we have agreed to comply with their ap-
plication ; and he is accordingly refpited till the King’s
pleafure is known.

A copy of the proceedings of the feflions, as well
as of the petition of the inhabitants, is therefore tranf-
mitted in the packet, in order to be laid before his Ma-
jefty.

N. B. The pardon was fent out inclofed in a letter
of the Court of Direflors, dated ygth February 1766,
which letter was part of Sir E. L.'s fpeech. Vide
Speech.

No. 6.

Extra@t of Bengal General Confultation,
22d Aug. 1766,

THE Board are now met to read and confider fuch
parts of the general letters received from Europe
by the fhips of this feafon as relate to the public de-
partment, the fame having been feparated from thofe
that come under the confideration of the Sele@ Com-
mittee, purfuant to a minute of the 4th inftant.

General letter, dated 1gth Fcbru.ar)r 1766,
per Lord Camden.

_ Par. 100. Ordered, thai his Majefty’s free pardon
for Radackurn Metre be delivered to the clesk of the
peace, to be publifhed at the next quarter feffion,

[C]4
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No. 7.

TRANSLATION of Nundocomar’s Peti-
tion, which was laid befure the Governor Ge-
neral and Council by Sir John Clavering, in
Avguft 1775.

To the Governor General and Council.

WITH]N thefe three Soubahs of Bengal, Bahar,
and Orifia, from the manner in which 1 have lived,
and the honour and credit which I have & gomerhing
poflefled * : formerly the Nazims of all wanting here to
thefe Soubahs afforded attention and aid complete thefenfe,
to my good name ; and from the prefence of the King
of Hindoftan I received a Munfib of five thoufand, and
from the beginning of the Company’s adminiftration,
in confideration of my good withes to the King, the
gentlemen who bhad the dire¢tion of affairs of this
place, and at this time the governor, Mr. Haflings,
who is at the head of affairs, did hold, and do hold
me in refpect ; never did any lofs to the ftate, or op-
preflion of the Ryots proceed from me: at this time,
for the fault of reprefenting a juft fa&, which, for the
intereft of the King, and the relief of the people, [
in a fmall degree made known, many Englith gentie=
men have become my enemies: and having no other
means to conceal their own aclions, deeming my de-
{truflion of the utmoft expediency for themfelves, re~
vived an old aftair of Mohun Perfaud, which had for=
merly been repeatedly found to be falfe ; and the Go-
vernor knowing Mohun Perfaud to be a notorious liar,
turned him out of his houfe; and themfelves becoming
his aiders and abettors, and Lord Impey and the other
Juftices have tried me by the Englith laws, which are.
contrary to the cuftoms of this country, in which
there was never any fuch adminiftration of juftice be-
fore, and, taking the evidence of my enemies in'proof
of my crime, have condemned me to death: but by

ny
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my death the King’s juftice will let the aions of no
perfon remain concealed,—-And now, that the hour of
death approaches, I fhall not, for the fake of this
world, be regardlefs of the mext, but reprefent the
truth to the gentlemen of the Council. The forgery
of the bond of which I am accufed never proceeded
from me. Many principal people of this country, who

were acquainted with my honefty, frequently requefied:

of the judges to fufpend my execution till the King’s
pleafure fhould be known ; but this they refufed, and
unjuftly take away my life. For God’s fake, gentle-
men of the Council, you who are juft,and whofe words
are truth, let not me undergo this injury, but wait for
the King’s pleafure. 1r I am unjuftly put to death, [
will, with my family, demand juttice in the next life,
They put me to death out of enmity and partiality to
the gentlemen who have betrayed their traft; and,
in this cafe, the thread of life being cut, 1in my
laft moment again requeflt, that you, gentlemen, will

write my cafe particularly to the juft King of England.:

I fuffer, but my innocence will certainly be made
known to him.

No. 8.

EXTRACTS of Bengal Secret Confultations,
14th and 16th Auguft 1775, relative to
Nundocomar.

EXTRACT of Bengal Secret Confultations, the 14th

Augufl 1775.

(GENERAL CLAVERING—I beg leave to inform

the Board, that, on the 4th of this month, a perfon
came to my houfe, who called himfelf a fervant of Nun-

docomar, who fent in an open paper to me; a5 7 ima~
gined that the paper might contain fomz réquef that 1 foould

take

15
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take fome fixps to intércede for him, and being refolved mot
2o make cny application whatever in his favour, I left the
paper on my table until the 6tk, which was the day after
bis executiony when I ordered ot to be tranflated by my in-
terpreter. As iit appears to me that this paper contains
feveral circumilances which it may be proper for the
Court of Direéiors, and his Majefty’s Minifters, to be
acquainted with, I bave brought it with me here, and
defire that the Board will inftru& what I have to do
with it: the title of it is, ** A Reprefentation from
« Mahah Rajah Nundcomar to the General and
¢ Gentlemen of Council.”

Mr. Francis—As the General informs the Board,
that the paper contains feveral circumftancés which
be thinks it may be proper for the Court of Diretors,
and his Majefty’s Minifters, to be acquainted with,
1 would requeft that he lay it before the Board.

Mr. Barwell—I really do not underftand the ten-
dency of this queftion, or by what avthority the Ge-
neral thinks he may keep back or bring before the
Board a paper addrefled to them, or how this addrefs
came to be tranflated for the particular information of
the General before it was prefented heie.  If the Ge-
neral thinks himfelf authorifed to fupprefs a paper ad-
drefled to the Gentlemen of Council, he is the only
judge of that authority ; for my part, I confefs my-
felf to be equally aftonifhed at the myfterious air
with which this paper is brought before us, and the
manner in which it came to the General’s poflcflion,
as likewife at the particular explanation of every
part of it before it was brought to the Board, If the
General has a particular commiflion to retain this paper
from the knowledge of thofe to whom it is addrefled, he
aloue is the proper judge how he ought to act: when
the paper comes before me I thall judge f it.

General Clavering—If Mr. Barweil will be pleafed
to recur to the introduion of my Minute, he will ob-
ferve that I mentioned having put the paper into the
hands of my Perfian tranflator ; confequently could

not
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not know the contents of it, or to whom it was ad-
drefled, till it was tranflated. I brought it with me
to the Council the firft day which they met, after I
knew its contents ; but the Board not having gone
that day into the Secret Department, 1 did not think
it proper at that time to imtroduce it. Nobody can
be anfwerable for the papers they may receive. All that
I can fay is, that this paper had the feal and fignature of
Rajah Nundocomar to it ; and I bring it to the Board
juftin the form I received it, thatis to {ay, open.

Colonel Monfon—As this paper is faid to contain
circumftances with which the Court of DireGtors, and
his Majefty’s Minifters, thould be acquainted, I think
the General fhould Jay it before the Board.

The Governor General—-I do not underftand this
myftery : If there can be a doubt whether the paper
be not already before the Board, by the terms of the
General’s firft minute upon it, 1 do myfe!f infitt that
it be produced, if it be only to give me an opportu~
nity of knowing the contents of an addrefs to the
fuperiof council of India, excluding the firft member
in the title of it, and conferring that title on General
Clavering; and I give it as my opinion, that it ought
to be produced.

General Clavering—I am forry to obferve, that the
Governor General fhould have miftaken the title of

= this addrefs to the Board, by calling it an addrefs to me
as Governor Geéneral, when the title of it had been fo
recently mentioned, by my faying it was addrefled
to the General and the Gentlemen of Council;
which, .in my opinion, does not exprefs, cither by
words or by inference, that ever that title is fuch as
the Governor General has mentioned. . At all events,
1 am no more anf(werable for the title of the paper than
I am for its contents.

The Governor General—-I did not fay that the ad-
drefs gave the General the title of Governor General,
but meant only to imply that it conferred that title on
him, by mentioning him particularly, and the reft of
the Council colletively.

Refolved,
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‘Refolved, That the paper delivered by the fervant
of Nundocomar to General Clavering be produced and
read.

The General is accordingly requefted to produce it,
and it is read,

'N. B. This paper is ordered to be expunged from
the records, by a refolution of the Board taken

at the fublequent confultation on the fixseenth
inflant,

EXTRACT of Bengal Secret Confultations, the
16th Auguft 1775.

The Perfian tranflator fends in a corrected tranfla-
tion of the Petition of the late Maha Rajah Nundoto-
mar, delivered in by General Clavering, and entered
in confultation tht j4th inftant ; in which the Board
remark, that the addrefs is made in the ufual form to
the Governor Gieneral and Council, and not as was un-

flerftood from the firft tranflation of it laid before the
Board.

The Governor General moves, That, as this pe-
tition cgntains expreflions reflecting upon the charac-
ters of the Chief Jultice and Judges of the Supreme
Cowft, a copy of it may be fent to them.

Mz. Francis—I think that eur fending a copy of the
Rajab Nundvcomar’s addrefs to this Board to the Chicf
Fuflice and the “fudges would be giving it much more weight
tham it deferves. I confider the infinuations comtained
in-it againfl them, as wholly unfupported and of & libsllous
nature: and, if 1 am- not irregular in this place, 7
would move, that orders fhould be given to the foeriff Yo

¢aufe the original to be burned publicly by the hands of tbe
common hangman.

Mr. Barwell—1 have mo objeftions to the paper
being burned by the hands of the common hangman;
but I would deliver it ‘to the judges, agreeable to the
Governor’s propofition, = o i

b Co!onei '
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Colonel Monfon—I differ with Mr. Barwell in opi=
nion. [ think this Board cannot communicate the letier
to the Fudges; if they didy I think they micht be liable to
a profecution for @ libel. The paper I deem to bave a li-
bellous tendency, and the afferisons contained in it are un-
Supported, 1 agree with Mr, Francis in opinion, that
the paper fhould be burned, under the infpection of the
theriff, by the hands of the common bangman,

General Clavering—1 totally difapprove of [inding ta
the ‘Judges the paper, agreeably to the Governor General's
propofition, becaufe 1 think it might make the members
of the Board wha fent it liable to a profecution; and there-
fore agree with Mr, Francis, that it fhould be delivered
10 the fheriff, to be burned by the hands of the common
bangman,

The Governor General—I fhould have no objec-
tion to any aét which fhould publifh to the world the
fenfe which this Board entertain of the paper in que{-
tion; but it dues not appear to me that {uch an effet
will be produced by Mr. Francis’s motion. The in-
habitants of this fettlement f.rm but a very fmall part
of that colleive body commonly underftood by that
expreflion of The World. The petition itfelf ftands
upon our records, through which 1z will find its way
to the Court of Direflors, ta bis Majefly's Miniflers, and
in all probability will become public to the whole peo-
ple of Britain. 1 do not, however, obje&t ro the
motion of its being burat,

The Board do not agree to the Governor General’s
motion for feading a copy of the addrefs of Maha
Rajah Nundocomar to the Judges; but refolve, Thac
orders be fent tn the fheriffs, with the original letter,
to caufe it to be burned publicly, by the hands of the com
mon hangman, in a proper place for that purpole, on
Monday next, declaring it to be a libel.

M. Francis—1 beg leave to obferve, that by the
Same chanvel through which the Csurt of Divetors, and
his Majefly's Miniflers, or the nation, might be informed
of the contents of the peper in queflion, they muft olfo be

: infermed
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informed of the yeception it had met with, and the fantence
paffed upon it by this Board; 1 therefore hope, by its being
defiroyed in the manner propofed, will be fufficient to clear the
charatlers of the Fudges, fo far as they appear to be attacked
in that paper; and, to prevent any poffibility of the impu=
tations indireflly thrown on the Judges, from extending be-
yond this Board, I move, That the entry of the addrefs
from Rajah Nundocomar, entered on our proceedings of
Monday laft, be expunged.

Agreed, That it be expunged accordingly, and that the
tranflations be defiroyed.

No. g.

Extra@s of Bengal Secret Confultations, goth
Auguft, and 4th and 11th September, 1775.

EXTRACT of Bengal Secret Confultations, 30th
Auguft 1775
HE Sheriff reports having burnt the Perfian paper
fent him by the Board’s order of the 1€th inftant,
as follows :
" To John Stewart Efq.
ir,

I beg leave to inform you, that in obedience to the
cvommands of the Honourable the Governor General
and Council, fignified to me by your letter dated the
16th inftant, I have this day caufed the Perfian paper,
enclofed to me in your letter, to be deftroyed in the
manner therein direéted, '

Calcutta,
21ft Auguft 19775, Iam, &c. &c.

(Signed) ALEX* MACRABIE, Sheriff.
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EXTRACT of Bengal Secret Confultations, the 4th
September 1775, .

The Supreme Court of Judicature fend in the fol-
lowing letter :

Honourable Sir and Sirs,

A paper containing a falle, fcandalous, and mali-
cious charge againft the Judges of the Supreme Court,
produced at your Board, having been by you declared
a libel, and ordered to be burnt by the hands of the
common hangman, we return you our thanks for hav=
ing thewn fo due a fenfe of this outrage to public
joftice; but as we muft be interefted, as well in the
minutes introducing and condemning the paper, as in
the paper itfelf, we find ourfelves obliged to defire that
you will furnifh us with a copy of the libel, and of
fuch minutes which relate tq it as ftand on your Con-
fultations, and muft therefore be conveyed to England,
that we may judge whether they contzin any matters
neceflary for us to take notice of. Knowing the fatil-
faflion his Majefty and his Minifters, as well as the
honourable Eaft India Company, who are deeply in-
terefted in the due adminiftration of juftice, muft receive
from the high reputation which the Supreme Court has
acquired in this country, we thought we owed it to
ourfelves and the State, to tranfmit to you the in-
clofed papers, that they may ftand recorded on your 7, —
Confultations, which we think peculiarly proper at clofed weac the
this time, as by promulging the univerfal fenfe of this 3ddreffes, which
fettlement in relatiory to our condu@, they are a dire& "¢ P8
and public refutation of the libel, and corroborate fuch
of your minutes as tend to vindicate our reputations.

28th Auguft 1775. We are, &e.

E. IMPEY,

ROBT CHAMBERS,
S. C. LEMAISTRE,
JGHN HYDE.
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Vide Addrefles
and Anfwers, by
which it will
clearly appear
blank warrants
meant blank
fubpenas,
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The Governor General.—Objeitions having.been
ftated to the entry of the inclefures in the above letter,
I move that the opinion of the Board may be taken,
-whether the faid inclofures thall be entered. '

* Mr. Francis.~I obje&t to the entry of the papers
enclofed in the letter of the Judges on our records,
becaufe the libel, to which thefe papers are faid to con-
tain a dire&t and public refutation, has been expinged,
the original burnt, and [ do nct pelieve that any copy of
it now exiffs : if the Judges think it neceflary that his
Majefty, his Minifters, and the Honourable Eaft India
Company,fhould be informed of the high reputation which
the Supreme Court has acqu.red in this country, they
are at liberty to communicate fuch informatian direétly
fromthemielves; they bave already addrefled the Court of
Dire&ors upon pownis in which they thought them-
{elves interefled, and may continue to do fo; but I fee
no reafon that we fhould load our confultations with
copies of papers which do not come authenticated to
us, and which appear to refer to faéts of which we
have no direét knowlege.

Mr. Barwell.—I am of opinion that the requeft
made by the Judges fhould be complied with, and the
papers they think it neceflary to communicate to the
Company through this Board be entered upon the
records.

The honourable George Monfon.—I think it un-
neceffary to introduce on our proceedings the papers
inclofed in the Judges letter, as it is faid to be for the
purpofe of refuting a libel, which does not appear on
our proceedings, and as the papers are not properly
authenticated ; and as a member of this Board, 1 am
unacquainted by what means thefe addrefles were pro-
cured ; and as I think thev contain circunrftances, the
faéts of which 1 very much doubr, for I, as a Juftice
of Peace, have never -iffued @ blank warrant, nor-have
ever heard of any Juftice having done it.

The fupreme Court of Judicature have commenced
a correfpondence with the Court of Direétors; if they
think it neceflary for eftablithing their reputation, thi;-t

thele
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thele addreffes fhould be known to the Court of Direc-
tors, they have the option of tranfmitting them, bur it
is unneceffary to f{well our proceedings with ex-
traneous fubjels, that in no manner relate to the Com=
pany’s concerns.

General Clavering.—I think it would be very im-
proper to introduce upan our proceedings the enclofed
papers in the Jetter juft received from the Judges, be-
caufe they mention that their reafon for having fent
them to us was to refute a libel which does mot exiff, 1
have befides many other objections to their ftanding
upon our#fecords :—1ft. ‘Becaufe one of the papers
feemed to authorize an imputation upon the manner in
which juftice has been exercifed, I mean the declara-
tion that blank warrants had been iffued, which [ be- The words
lieve to be both falfe and malicious, and only intended f;‘;":"re:"::':::
to impofe upon the Court of Direors and the Englith armenian ad-
nation, as if thofe warrants had been iflued either by drefs infead of
the Judges themfelves, or by fome of the members of SU*P*"*
this Board a&ling as joftices of the peace: 2dly, Be-

" .caufe the papers themf{elves are not authenticated ; and

if they were, I fee foine names affixed to them, which
1 think would difcredit any teftimony -of approbation
which the Judges have fuppofed has been given to their
condut in the adminiftration of juftice: I fee the names
of people who have Leen difmiffed from the Com-
pany’s fervice, the names of feveral delinquents amongft
the Banyans who have been particularly fligmatized by
this government for being the infirument of that cor-
ruption and venality, cf the particulars of which we
have tranfmitted to the Court ¢f Dire&ors fo circum-~
ftantial an account.

The Governor General.—I'am of opinion, that the
enclofure in the letter from the Chief Juftice and Judges
of the fupreme court cannot be rejeled without difre-
fpe to the court. With refpect to the tank warrant,
which expreffion has been objected to as being contrary
to fadt, 1 conceive that its meaning is very evident, and
very different from the fenfe. in which it has been un-'

(D] derflood
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derftood in two of the preceding minutes.—In the addrefs
from the free mierchants they are called blank fubpernas for
theattendance of witnefles; in the addrefs from the Ar-
menians they are ftyled blank warrgnts for fummoning
any perfons from all parts of the provinces, which I con-
ceive can mean only fubpcenas ; in both it is exprefled,
that an attempt had been made to introduce it into
practice, but had been oppofed and fruftrated by the
Judges of the Supreme Court: this [ believe to be a fact
of notoriety : For the reft I fhall wave in this place any
further arguments upon the queftion, as it has been de-
termined that the enclofures fhall not be entered.

General Clavering.—As the Governor G¥eral feems
to {uppofe that the blank fubparnas and blank warrants
alluded to are fynonymous terms, and that they mean
to exprefs only blank fubpcenas, I mult beg leave to
declare, that I never heard that any of the former had
been applied for till the affizes were over, as I believe
that none of the other members did. The Governor
and Council have not interfered in the proceedings re-
Jating to the trial of Rajah Nundcomar; butas I cannot
fuppole that the Judges would have admitted the law
term (warrant) in fo public a paper to ftand for a fub-
peena, without fome obfervations upon it, I confefs I
thould be glad to fee whether they made any remarks

Thisisexplained upon it in their reply to the Armenians addrefs, in or-

in the Anfwer
to the Armenian

der to form rny judgment, whether they underflood:

addrefs to mean the terms (warrant and fubpoena) to have the fame fig-

fubpena,

nification.

Refoived, “That the enclofures in the letter from the

Supreme Court be not inferted on the records of this
Board.

Queftion— 'Whether the Judges fhall be furnifhed
with copies of the minutes upon the /ibel, agrecable to
their requeft ?

Mz, Francis,—No,

Mr. Barwell,—Yes,

Mr. Monfon.—No.

General Clavering,—W e have already told the Judges
feveral times, that we never give copies of our minutes
- to
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to any body, that they are referved only for the Court
of Diteftors; for which reafon I am furprized they
thould again apply for them, and muft now obje& once
more to them, ’

Governor General ~~My fentiments upon this quef=
tion appear very fully upon our records a{{eady; it is
unneceflary to repeat them, but to declare™ am for the
queftion,

Refolved, That the judges be not furnifthed with co-
pies of the minutes upon the libel.

Mr. Pilllhcis.—I propofe the following heads of a lete
ter to the Judges, in an(wer to theirs:

To acknowledge the receipt of their letter ;—to re-
queft that they will be pleafed to inform us from whom
they received the information which they feem to have
obtained, on this and other occafions, of the proceed-
ings of this Board in our fecret department ;—that we
do not think ourfelves at liberty to communicate to
them the minutes which may have paflcd oh the prefent
fubje&, as fuch minutes are drawn up folely for the in-
formation of our fuperiors,

That we cannot furnifth them with a copy of the li-
bel in queftion, having ardered the original and tranfla-
tion of it, to be deftroyed, and no copy kept of either.

That, as the libel is expunged from our records, we
do not think it proper or neceffary to cnter thofe papers
enclofed in the letter which has, they fay, contained a
dire&, public refutation of it.

That, if they deem it neceffary to inform his Ma-
jefty and his Minifters, as well as the Honourable Eaft
India Company, of the high reputation which the Su-
preme Court has acquired in this country, we leave it
to them to follow the method they have already adopt-
ed in other inftances, of addreffing themfelves immedi-
ately to the Court of Dire&tors ; and that we fend them
back the enclofures.

Ordered, That a drafi be prepared accordingly, to lie.

for confideration.
[D]2
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EXTRACT of Bengal Secret Confultationsy the 11th
September 1775,

The draft of a letter to the Supreme Court of Judi-
cature having been prepared agreeable to the minutes
of the 4th igftant, it was circulated for approval and dif-
patched, as¥ollows :

To Sir Elijah Impey, Chief Juftice, &c, &c.

Honourable Sir and Sirs,

We have been favoured with your letter gisthe 28th
ultimo, thanking us for the fenfe we had {fewn of a
paper, which you fay contained a falfe, fcandalous, and
malicious charge againft you, in ordering it to be burnt
for a libel ; and deliring to be furnilhed with a copy of
that paper, and fuch of our minutes upon the occafion
as related to it, in which you apprehend you muft be
interefted ; allo inclofing fome papers to be recorded in
our confultations,

We fhall be much obliged to you if vou will be
pleafed to acquaint us from whom you receive the im-
perfe& informaiion which appears to have been cone
veyed to you, on this and other occafiuns, of the pro-
ceedings of this Board in our Secret Department : fuch
communications cannot regularly be made to you but
by the authority of the Board, nor can they be obtain-
ed without a breach of truft in fome of our officers,
which we are perfuaded you would not encourage.

We do nat think ourfelves at liberty to communicate
to you the minutes which may have pafled on the pre-
fent fubjedt, as fuch minutes are drawn up folely for
the information -of our fuperiors. With refpet o the
libel, it is not poffible for us to furnifh you with a copy
ot that paper, having ordered the original tranflations
to be deftroyed, and no copy to be kept of either; rbe
libel being expunged from our coenfultations, we do not
think it neceflary to enter thofe papers upon our records
which you fent us for that purpofe, and which you fay
contain a dire€t and public refutation eof it.

If you deem it neceflary to apprife his Majelty and
his Minifters, as well as the Honourable Eaft India

Company,
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Company, of the bigh reputation which you inform us the
Supreme Court of Fudicature bas acquired in this country,
we muft leave it 10 you to follow the method which
you have already adopted in other inftances, of addrefl-
ing yourfelves immediately to the Court of DireQors,
We beg leave to return you the papers indjofed in your

letter to us,
We are, &c.

I difap rove of the draft, becaufe 7 do nst think the
i:ybrmari&imperﬁé? which was received éy the Judges,
becaufe it appears te me an inconfifiency to [peak of a pa-

er which was expunged from the records, and ordered to
be publicly burnt by the common hangman, as a fecret of
Slate which it was a breach of trufl to divulge, and becaule
the letter is written in a firain of infinuation, equally
unbecoming the dignity of the Board, and deficient in
the refpect which is due to the Judges of the court to
whom it is addrefled,

Signed, W. H.
I concur in the Governor General’s opinion.
Signed, R. B.

1 do not fee any words in the propofed draft which
exprefs that the libel was a fecret of flate. At the fame
time, as the Judges were notinformed by the Board of
the contents of the paper, I think we are entitled to
afk them on what authority they call it a falfe, fcandal-
ous, and malicious libel againft themfelves; and how
they know that any minutes have pafled on the fubject
in our fecret department. I am at a lofs to compre-
hend what part of the draft the Governor General re-
fers to, when he fays it is written in an unbecoming

ftrain of infinuation.
Signed, P.F.

[P]3
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No. 10.
Thefe addrees COPIES of the Addreffes, and other Inclofures

were inclofed in

theletter which  in the Letter from the Judges of the Su-
waswiote mere-  preme Court to the Court of Dire€tors, dated

1y to conve :
:icm; ki the gthgSeptember 177 5.
letter is in the

Appendix of the T0 the Honourable Sir Elijah Impey, Knight, Chief

Comanittee, to Juftice of the Supreme Court of Judicature.
which the peti- :
tion of Touchet M}F Lord,

and others was WE, the grand jury for the town and giftricts of
referred, Refer- Calcutta, beg leave, before we feparate, to
ences to No, 3=— o :
No. a3 but ine offer in a body, through your Lordfhip, our fincere
Addrefles them-~ acknowledgments to the court for the great attention
::'d"“"“m"' they have been pleafed to fhew us, through the whole
: coutfe of an unufually tedious feflions, in accommo-
dating our bufinefs as much as poffible to our conveni-
ence, and in zffording us every remiffion from it of
which the pature of our fervice would admit,

Allow us further, my Lord, to exprefls on this oc-
cafion the fatisfaétion we feel in pofleffing in your Lord-
fhip a chief juftice, fiom whofe abilities, candour, and
moderation, we promife ourfelves zll the advantages
which can be expe€led from “the inftitution of the
Supreme Court.

May you long continue at the head of the court, to
add to that efteem for your charaéler which your ccn-
duét has already acquired.

Town Hall,

July 14th 1775. (Signed)
G. Hurlt. Cudbert Thornhill,
Cha. Bently. Page Keble.
Alex* Van Rextel, Tho* Morris.
B. G. Wright, Robt Holford.
J. Stewart. H., Grant,
J. J. Keighley. Jof. Price. |
Will Pawfon. Rob* Dobinfon,
Sam! Charters; J. Hannay.
John Champain. Cha® Grant.
M. Gunning, John Carmichael,
Will» Paxton. Tho* Burges.

David Kellican.
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No. 1.

To the Honourable Sir Elijah Impey, Knight, Chief
Juftice of the Supreme Court,

My Lord,

WE, the free merchants, free mariners, and other

inhabitants of the town of Calcutta, deeply af-
feGted with a fenfe of the manifold benefies which are
derived to_this fettlement from the inflitution of the
Supreme Gurt of Judicature, beg leave to wait on your
Lordfhip to teftify before you, in this public manner,
our gratitude to our moft gracious fovereign, and to
the legiflature of Great Britain, for the ineflimable
obligation they have thus conferred upon us, Far
diftant from the mother country, and neceffarily de-
prived of a conftitutional protettion, which other
colonifts enjoy in the affembly of the people, we were
alfo left under a feeble and incomplete adminiftration
- of the laws of England till your asrival in Bengal;
we then had the happinefs to fee the power of the law
firmly cftablifhed above all other powers, and an equal
meafure of juftice diftributed to all men.

At the fame time, my Lord, that we addrefs our
warmelt expreffions of thanks to your Lordfhip for the
fecurity to our perfons and properties, which we enjoy
vnder the prote@ion of the court, it is with unfeigned
acknowledgments we do juftice to the merits, integrity,
and abilities of your brethren. T'he eminent {tation
to which your fovereign has been pleafed to call you,
puts you in a point of view more expofled to the ob-
fervation of the people, and renders yeur talents and
virtues more confpicuons. We have all of us had oc-
cafion, rhany of us as jurymen, to obferve, through
the courfe of the full exercife of the various jurifdic-
tions vefted in your coutt, the candour, wifdom, and
moderation, with which you have conduéted all their
proceedings. It is not alone that intimate acquaint-
ance with the laws, which you difplay on thefe oc-
cafions, that attralls our admiration, or that fuperior
fagacity in deteting the fophifms which are advanced
under their colour; but the fteady unfhaken conduét

[D] 4 which
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which you purfue in maintaining the dignity and in-
dependency of the king’s-court, unawed by oppofition
of any fort, in impartially granting to every man under
all circumftances the proteétion to which he is legally
entitled, and in reprefling the fpirit of litigioufnefs,
and the chicanery and quirks of praétitioners,

We particularly felt our breafts glow with the
warmeft fentiments of gratitude when we heard you,
from the higheft feat of juftice, fupported by the ua-
animous voice of your brethren, reprobate with every
juft mark of indignation, the infidious attempt to in=-
troduce into praétice the granting of blank fubpcenas
for the attendance of witnefles; fo deteftable an in-
ftrument of oppreffion, in the bands of wicked or
powerful men, might have produced the full effe@ls of
the edidts of the inquifition, or the lettres de cachet, the
moft arbitrary ftate. Our reputations, our fortunes,
and perhaps our lives, would have been in that cafe
Jeft at the mercy of every profligate informer, who
might have been detached into the country, loaded
with blank fubpeenas, to fith for evidence in any fuit
or profecution, among an abjet and timid people,
jgnorant of the nature of thefe writs, who would have
confidered them metcly as mandates from authority, to
fwear as they were direfted, and being ready to facri-
fice truth, honour, and religion, to the dread of
power,

We cannot allo refrain from declaring how much
we efteem ourfelves indebted to the pains you beftowed
during the courfe of the late tedious and impertant
trial, in patiently inveftigating the evidence, and tra-
cing the truth throughout all the intricacies of perjury
and prevarication, and in finally dete&ing and putting
in the way of condign punithment the cloud of falie
witnefles, who feem to have aéted from concert, and
to have had hopes of introducing into the court, - under
the fhelter of an unknown tongue, and concealed
forms of oath, a general fyftem of falfe fwearing, to
the total fubverfion of all reliance on evidence, and to
the utmoft damger to the life and property of every man
in thefe provinces,

Permit
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1Permit us then, for our own fakes, and for the fake
of all his Majefty’s fubjects in Bengal, to exprefs our
moft hearty and fincere withes for your health and
profperity, and that you may long continue among us
to fill that chair where you now fit, with much luftre,
and fo much to our advantage, and to that of the
whole fettlement.

Before we withdraw from your prefence, we have
cne fuit to prefer, which we hope in kindnefs will not
be denied us: we requeft your Lordfhip, that you
would be pleafed to {it for your portrait at full length,
to the painter whom we fhall appoint to draw it; we
propofe to put it up in the town hall, or fome other
public room, merely as a gratification to vur own fen~
timents of efteem and refpedt for you, well knowing
that your virtues, and the fervices you render to the
public, will ere&t 2 much more durable monument to
your name and chara&er in the memories of the lateft

pofterity.

C. S. Playdell. Wm Richardfon,
John Robinfon, W= Cummings.
Jo* Price. J- Bayne.
Rob* HoMord, James Willet.
John Fergufon. B. Glover.
H. Grant. Mont Burman.
Cudbert Thornhill, T. Thomas.
R* Dobinfon, John Burrell.
Tho® Morris. Alex® Smart.
J. Montaigut. The* Gill.
John Prinfep. Alex’ Ratrray.
John Millet. James Stuart Hall.
R. Parks, Jo* Jerm? Irwin.
acob Rider. Edw? Mac Intofh,
‘dward Tiretta, Jos Aug® Hicky.
L. D'Cofta. Thomas Shiells.
T. L’Herondell, Robt Donald.
F. L’Blanc. Thow*® Downs Wilmot.
Charles Short. Arthur Adie,
os* Nixon. - ‘Wm Barrington,

bt Watfon, T. S. Hancock.

4%



A%

APPENDIX,

Robt Sanderfon.
Thom* Craigie.
W= Swallow,
John Debeil.
“Tho® Smith.

L. Oliver.
Edw? Scott.
Alex” Murray.
Rt Macfarlane,
Robt James (Goold.
Cha* Wefton.
John Belli.
Ralph Spencer,
John Rich.
Sam! Weller.
Alex’Mac Neil,
Tho* Evans.

Part L,

Wm Alderige.
Mart™ Wilmot.
Sam! Fielder.
Tho* Adams.
B. Meffink.
Edw? Brightman,
Ro%t Brown,
Mofes Connor.
Rob* Strakam.
James Ogden,
James Bracey.
W. Bondfield.
Thomas Peele.
Edw! Willman.
Alex® Faikner.
Jo? Collifs.
John Eilkinet.

Tilly Kettle. John Hearn,

Jn° Williams, John Taylor.
‘W Haig, J. Clements.
Wm Briggs, Geo. Nodes.

A truecopy.

No. 12.

To the Honourable Sir Elijah Impey, Knight, Lord
Chief Juftice of the Supreme Court of Judicature,
and the Judges thereof,

My Lords,

WE the Armineans of Calcutta, in full convi&ion
of many falutary effe@s already refulting from
the adminiftration of Englifh laws in this fettlement,
and in certain expeftation of flill more advantageous
confequences, beg leave to exprefs our warmeft fenti-
ments of gratitude to that power by whole interpofition
they were introduced, and to thofe hands by which we

fee them fo impartially executed. ;
Ever mindful of the abilities and of the candour
difplayed by all the members of the bench, we think it
our
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our duty to fignify our thankful fenfe of them to your
Lordfhip, as the prefident, and through you to the
reft of your brethren; who, as they have uniformly
exerted themfelves for the public good, are alfo en-
titled to a fhare in our refpectful acknowledgments.
We muft confefs our fears, upon the introduinn
of Englifh laws into this country, to have been neither
light nor groundlefs ; where our fortunes, our lives, our
honour, and our religion, might be at flake, we could
not but fhudder at the confequences of juftice diftri-
buted in an unknown language, and upon principies
of which we were totally ignorant. It is to you, my
Lords, that we owe the obligation, not only of a re«
leafe from thole terrors, but of a comfort and fatisfac-
tion proportionably more folid, as our caufes of un-
eafinefs had been fubftantial.
We are now convinced that chicanery, fubornation
of evidence, perjury, and forgery, will never, by any
particularity of circumftance, or exertion of influence,
efcape with impunity; and fevere warnings, which
have been given to all offences fo injurious to fociety,
are moft ample pledges for the proteétion of the peace-
able fubjet in his property, his perfon, and his re-
putation.
We are alfo told, that by your timely interpofition,
an attempt to introduce blank warrants for fummoning Vide Minute of
any perfons from all parts of the provinces, has been the 11th Sept.
moft effeCtually precluded. By this flep your Lord- )]75:.. o::ihc
fhips have probably refcued an extenfive kingdom from fenfe of the paf-
ablolute deftruction; for what man, independent either f2ge fhows that
in his fortunes or his principles, would have refided '::::,:::?:::f
one moment in a country where he was perpetually prebend.
liable to be haraffed by vexatious and expenfive jour-
nies, and by a painful attendance upon a court of
juftice, at the folly, the pique, or the caprice, of
every litigious individual ?
We have now experienced, within the fpace of a
few months, a total removai of every ferious folicitude,
and the moft comfortable affurances of fecurity in the
pofieflion of all we hold valuablé, in thefe ftriking
fpecimens of the excellence of the Britith law, aond the
ympartiality of its adminiftration; we are therefore

18 very



44

APPENDIX. ParTl.

very earneft in our wifhes, that its falutary influence
may be yet wider extended, and its eftablifhments (if
poflible) more effeCtually fecured. Calculated as it is
for a people whofe climate, whofe religion, manners,
and difpofitions, differ totally from thofe of India,
there muft neceflarily be many parts of it which ma-
terially clath with our fentiments and our prejudices,
theugh we have the moft exalted opinion of its general
advantages.

Give vs leave, then, my Lords, to hope, that it may
hereafter be {o modified and blended with the imme-
diately national and conftitutional peculiarities of this
country, as to leave us no poffibility of apprehenfion
from its moft extenfive exertion, or excufe for under-
valuing the obligations we receive from it—that fo our
gratitude may be ftill more warmly. excited towards
our inoft gracious monarch, who, in this firft exercife
of his authority, has given us fo wonderful an inftance
of the wifdom of his government, and fo refpeablc a
reprefentative of the Britith legiflature.

We muft heartily unite in wifhing, that your Lord~
thips may long continue to prefide in that court from
whence all our future fecusity is to be derived ; and
that we may have the fatisfaction of knowing that our
fortunes, our lives, and our reputations, equally un-
expofed to attacks of private artifices, and the fluctu-
ation of arbitrary authority, ftand inviolate upon the
unalterable principles of equity.

Petrufe Arratoon. Arratoon Sarkifs.
Minas Ellias. Gregory Simoone.
Owenjohn Thomas, Sarkifs Jobannifs.
Jofeph Enien. - Viflent Gregory.
Zechariah Cojamall, Stephen Mirfa.
Gabricl Johannees. Afftwiatoor Gregory.
Kar: apet Thomas. Arrakeel Anthon,

Catchatoor Owenjohn.  Torrofs Gregory,

- Afltwlatoor Gregory.  Catchiek Sarkifs.
Arratoon Johannis, Gregory Sarkifs,
Phanufe Boggram, Abraham Pogofs.
Johannis Millubfet, Malaky Michael.
Jacob Martiroofe, Catchick Arrakeei,
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Malcas Ifaac. Arratoon Petrus,
%attoor Ellias. Baban Phanus.
arfut Karaput. Michael Agabab,
Arratoon Petroofe, Mofes Emin,
Guzar Mooratcawn. Araduk Jacob.
Arait Satoor, Petrus Garrack,
David Stephen, Catchatoor Ifaac,
Petrus Ifaac. Phanus Jacob.

Satur Mooraud Khawn.

A true copy of the tranflate delivered with the
original addrefs, which is in Arminean.

No. 13.

To the Honourable Sir Elijah Impey, Lord Chief
Juftice of the Honourable the Supreme Court of
Judicature, and the Judges thereof,

My Lords,

THE King of England regarding with an indulgent
eye on the fubje&ts of this kingdom, formed a new
law; and conferring on you, gentlemen, the admini-
ftration of juftice, fent you to this country. When
we heard this news, our hearts were filled with various
doubts concerning the manner in which the new law
would operate; but fome months have now elapfed
fince your arrival in Calcutta, during which, in all
fuch caufes as have come before the Court, you, gentle-
men, in every way attentive to the welfare of this
country, by receiving compllaints, by forming regula-
tions for iffuing warrants, by weighing the reprefenta-
tions of the plaintiff and defendant, by inveftigating the
evidence on both fides, by diftinguifhing the chara&ers
of the witnefles, and in every way by a complete exd-
mination, have eftablithed the new law: upon this,
doubts which we before ‘entertained being removed,
confidence and joy iprang up in our hearts, and we are
thoroughly convinced that the country will profper, the
bad be punithed, and the Zood be cherifhed. Ma}é:he
od

4
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God of Gods ever preferve you in health, and may you
long continue to adminifter juftice in this country s
T'he law of you, gentlemen, may differ in fundry
points from the ufages of this country, the Shafter, and
the Rebhar (or religious cuftoms). We will examine into
thefe points, and reprefent them; and our prayer is, that
in the ufages of this country, the Shafter, and the Beb-
har, and in giving and receiving (i. e. in matters of
property), it may be fo ordered, that our welfare may

in every refpet be promoted, and our religion pre-
ferved.

(Signed) Maha Rajah Nubkiffen, of - Calcutta

Rajah Huzroo Mull, of - ditto
Rajah Ramlochun, of - ditto
Gokul Gofaul - ditto
Bekary Pahlet - ditto
Kifhen Cantoo Baboo - ditto
Santeram Sing - - ditto
Bulram Majumdar - dittp
Dharam Chatterjee - ditto
Harrykifthen Taukoor .. - ditto
Rada Mohun Kutmah - ditto
R.ada Kifhen Sircar - ditto
Boohrun Haldah - ~ ditto
Jaga Mohun Byfack - ditto
Subahram Pahlut - ditto
Kithen Cdnt Mokerjee, of - 1fgloypore
Qoderam Chowdry, of = alcutta
Chuny Lol Baboo - ditto
Naran Dofs Baboo - ditto
Rahadar Sing Baboo - ditto
Jay Sing Baboo ~ ditto
Sheboo Sing Baboo - ditto
Seram Micher - - ditto
Santofh Sing - - ditto
Jaggah Ram Haldah - ditto
Ramrutten Taukur - ditto
Davy Churn Meter - ditto
Radakifhen Soor - - ditto

Bowany Churn Chowdry - dito
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Ramjay Sikdah, of
Rada Kifhen Sircar
Ramkunie Taukur
Ramfunker Sikdah
Hurry Mohun Boyfak
Nara Hurry Boyfak
Pally Chund Sing
Rumachund Mokerjee
Ram Cunt Ghofe
Ruboonaut Meter
Banctheram Rudah
Ramchurn Taukur
Manik Ram Mokerjee
Jeba Hurry Boyfack
Ramniddy Taukoor,
Neelmuny Taukoor
Doorgau Churn Metre
Kiffen Churn Byfack
Ramchundre Haldau
Bunderabun Byfack
Jagernaut Chaterjee
Hoody Ram Mockerjee
Coolly Perfaud Dutt
Aamindram Dofs
Monohur Mokerjee
Colly Churn Pahlet

Ramperfaud Meter =

Ramchunder Seyn
Bulram Ghofe C -
Jaggernaut Ghofe
Byftun Churn Sircar
Ramperfaud Sekdah
Kifthen Caunt Mokerjee
Jubal Kifhen Seyn

Mokleram Meter =

Gowry Chunkah Meter
Gricedah Set

Hurry Set -
Ram Churn Chukerbutty
Samfoonder Chaterjee
Ramlochun Tauvlkur

I I |

Calcutta
ditto
ditto
ditto
ditto
ditto
ditto
ditto
ditto
ditto
ditto
ditto
ditto
ditto
ditto
ditto
ditto
ditto
ditto
ditto
ditto
ditta
ditto
ditto
ditto
ditto
ditto
ditto
ditto
ditto
ditto
ditto
ditto
ditto
ditto
ditto
ditto
ditto
ditio
ditto
ditto

4y
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Ramfunder Meter, of -  Calcutta
Ramfunder Ghofe - ditto
Kawulram Nandi i ditto®
Ramhurry Rucket - ditio
Rada Mohun Munfhi . ditto
Beerbull Paul - ditto
Doogaran Seyn - ditto
Hendrabun Mokerjee ditto
Eeja Ram Ghofe e ditto
Samfunder Taukur ditto
ramfunker Taukur - ditto

Mundakithoor Koonah ditto
Jaymunni Seyn Phodah ditto
Gocul Chund Ghofe - ditto
Ramchund Mullick - ditto
Kefhoor Kifhen Sunder ditto
Hidehram Mokerjee - ditto
Juggut Ram Ghofe - ditto
Hirjee Kifhore Sircar - - ditto
Ram Ram Miffer - ditto
Ramnarain Mokerjee -+ ditto
Poorboo Ram Taukur - ditto
Govindram Boyfack - ditto
Ramkifhen Seyn - ditto
Diaram Phodah - - ditto
Bharut Churn Ghofe - ditto
Aunund Chund Dutt - ditto
Dautah Ram Turbdah - ditto
Garam Birjee - - ditto
Buncheram Chuchebutty - dito
Neel Munie Chatterjee - ditto
Ramnarain Soor - ditto
Ramchurry Mokerjee - ditto
Ramhurry Ghofe - ditto
Ram Kinai Taukur - ditto
Rada Kithen Taukur - ditto
Juggernaut Kungaily - ditto
Sookdep Sircar - ditto
Ramchurn Mokerjee - . ditto

Hurry Kifhen Chatterjee = ditto
Ramkifhoor Roy - ditto
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Binode Ram Chatterjee, of Calcutta
Ragoonaut Holdah - - ditto
Manick Chund Kungo y - ditto
Kifhen Chund Sikdah - ditto
Janoky Ram Sircar - ditto
Jugul Kifhore Bofe - ditto
Ruckter Sing Kittree - ditto
Ramfunker Bhofe - ditto
Gya Ram Ghofe - ditto
Undy Ram Sircar - ditto
Undy Ghole - - ditto
Sufram Ghofe - - ditto
Nyan Chun Taukur - ditto
Nayan Nufken - ditto
Gokul Bhudda - ditto
Ram Cunt - - ditto
Mooktah Ram Seyn - ditto
Bowany Churn Dey - ditto
Kifhen Churn Taukur - ditto
Davy Churn Ghofe - . ditto
Loli Baharry Ghofe - , ditto
Kifthen Dunn Dutt - - ditto
Bajai Ram Dey - - ditto
Ram Gopal Ghofe - ditto
Sam Chunder Chattergee - ditto
Befaram Dutt - - ditto
Berjee Kithoor Sircar . ditto
Ramchunka Pofs - ditto
Kunna Ram Ghofe - ditto
Sim Chunder Shal - ditto
Kundee Loll Kitteree - ditto
Bowanny Churin Bhofe ditto
Hoazkool Soor ditto
Kaunoo Ram C howdry ditto
Jankyram Taukur - ditto
Juggut Ram Sircar - ditto
Loll Kifhoor Mokerjee ditto
Ramnudy Bhalajee - ditto
Bulram Seet - ditto
Birjechaut Boyfack - ditto

Ramchund Benfaut ditto

(ET
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Nunda Dulol Bofauk, of Calcutta
Rambehary Mokerjce - ditto
Ram Ram Roy - ditto
Diaram Chaterjee - ditto
Ram Ram Ghofe - ditto-
Ramnarain Ghofe - ditto
Rajah Ram Mokerjee -  ditto
Rarnchunder Sikda - ditto
Ramperfaud Tauvkur - ditto
Buncharam Taukur - ditto
Shubaram Taukur - ditto
Cartie Ghofe - ditto
Ram Dulol Ghofe - ditto
Juggut Ram Dofs - ditto
Telug Ram Khofaud - ditto
Ram Narain Rubby Rauch ditto
Sufram Bhofe - ditto

~Bujeram Meter - ditto
Ram Gopaul Seyn - ditto
Ram Narain Seyn - ditto
Ramchurn Dutt - ditto
Chenarum Seyn - ditto
Fuckerchund Saa - ditto
Ramperfaud Saa - ditto
Ramlochun Chund - ditto
Gopee Cund Roy - ditto
Dyaram Dey - ditto
Neam Narrain Ghofe: - citto
Radah Mohun Pohdah ditto
Kifhen Chund Chatterjee ditto
Gopee Churn Sircar - ditto
Radah Kifhen Ghofe - ditto
Gowry Chunker - Burdwan.
Ram Nerrain Sing -« Currapurrah.
Gunga Daut Taukur Nuddea.
Barcha Ram Meter Hurreah Daha.
Gowry Churn Ghofe,” - Morah. Goflah,
Nyan Soor Sitcar -~ =« Duabafen.
Durgaram Dofs - of Ngtagore.
Ramperfaud Dofs. ~ - Sumrsh.
Radakifhen Nundee Santipore.
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_Indenartain Ghole Nuddea,
Monuhur Ghofe - Attyachur,
Nundikifiore Ghofe -  Jeffore.

Sheb Jeebon Roy - Burdwan,
Bharut Chutn Mieter Calcutta,
Ramdulol Ghofe - Calcutta,
Ramchunder Surmah Bochihey ditto
Ramnidy Pall Schoomder Ghur,
Berjou Kithore Mockerjee Bankey Bazar.

A true copy of the tranflate delivered together with
the original Hindoo addrefs, which is in the Ben-
gallee language, on the: 27¢h July 1775,

No. 14.

TRANSLATIONS of the Anfwers of the
Four Pundits, refetred to in the Letter from
Sir Elijah Impey to the Governor General and
Council of Bengal, dated the gth May 1775.

EXTRACT of Bengal Secret Confultations, oth
My 1775,

TRANSLATION of the Queftion put to the Pundits,
by Sir Elijah Impey, Mr. Juftice Chambers, and
g.:[;. Juftice Le Miiftre, at Sir Elijah Impey's

oufe.

IF a Brahmin be confined in a prifon, and a Mufful- Thie was an ia.
man or Eoglifbman likewife is confined in the fame Clofurein the
prifon, and eats and drinke there, but the Brahmin 1,.,::! m'?;,
who is confined under the roof of the prifon is in & terisin the Ap-

feparate room from them, and eats and drinks in his fndix to the
own room, does the Brahmin lofe his caft or not { whib’ the ;:ﬁ.
Anfwer—under the fignatures of Kiflen Jewan Sur- tion of Touchet
mah, Banniflee Surmah, Kiffen Gopal Surmah, and ';.‘::3‘_’;"3
Gowree Caunt Surmah, Pundits. tmees 12 Koug
' [E] T

In itflf omitted,
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In the cafe above ftated the Brahmia does not lofe
his caft; but if in confequence of the orders of go-
vernment he remains in confinement, and eats and
drinks, praufchlt or penance is neceffary, If he is
confined in a place not under the fame roof, and eats
and drinks, his caft fhall not be loft, but a trifling
praufchic will be neceflary.

TRANSLATION of the Queftions put to the Pun-
dits at the Gaol, after they had been fhewn every
Part of the Place in which Rajah Nundcomar is
confined,

If a Brahmin, being in the place where you have
feen Rajah Nundcomar, eats and drinks, and fleeps,
does he lofe his caft or not?

Anfwer,—Muffulmans and others live under the
fame roof in a feparate room, and a Brahmin cannot
perform his ablutions, or eat and drink, in the fame
room ; but if be dves perform his ablutions, and eat
and drink, he will not lofe his caft, but praufchit muft
be performed.

Queftion,—Can Maha Ra_]ah Nundcomar perform
his ablutions, &c. in the room in which be is confined,
or not; if he does perform thofe ceremonies will he
lofe his caft?

Anfwer.—It is not proper for Rajah Nundcomar to
cat in the room in which he is confined ; if he does
eat, his caft will not be loft, but he will be obliged ta
perform praufchit.
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No. 15.
(COPY.)

LETTER from the Judges of the Supreme
Court of Judicature at Fort William in Ben-
gal, to the Governor General and Council,

dated the 7th January 1777, applying to have
Pundits appointed to attend the faid Court;
and alfo the Aniwer of the faid Governor

General and Council thereto.

EXTRACT of Bengal Public Confultations, the 13th
Fanuary 1777.
READ the fillowing letter from the Supreme Court
of Judicature,

To the Honourable the Governor General, and Thisproves Mr.

Gentlemen of the Council. Tolfrey miftook
¢ : when he faid,

Honourable Sir, and Siirs, f,::’;:' il
Having experienced great delays and obftrutions to believed the
juftice, from the want of clearly underftanding the Pd“"d'“mm'n-
feveral petitions prefented to us by the natives (both ;u?:::;:::f
in the languages commonly vfed by them in this coun- were officers of

try, and in the unintelligible” tranflations of Portu- the Court; the
Court not hav-

gueze writers), and from the multiplicity of them, and ; ing foch bificers
the variety of matters which they contain; and not ml;dl-':b.:grn,
being able to feleét thofe who complain of grievances, 2t appears by
to which we can apply redrefs, nor to enquire into the ‘m:'c'“r"h'
truth of the falts ftated ; and many of the petitioners
being, in confequence of the injuries complained of,
or from other caufes, in extreme poverty, and totally
unable to fupport the expence of a fuit; and the
number of fuch poor fuitors being fo great that the
attornies of the court cannot tranfact their bufinefs
without fees'; and finding we cannot, without much
difficulty, execute our truﬂs without having regular
E]ls and -
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and official advice in queftions arifing on the Hindoo
and Mahomedan law, which muft in many cafes lcad
or rule our determinarions ;—we have, on full confi-
deration, thought it abfolutely neceflary, to anfwer the
purpofes of juftice, and fulfil the intention of the adk
of parliament, and of his Majefty’s charter, to appoint
the following officers in the Supreme Court: :

Firft.—A reporter and examiner of petitions, to
tranflate, digeft, and felec fuch petitions as fhall con-
tain matter of (ufficient conlequence, and of a nature
fit for the interpeofition of the Court; to enquire fum-
marily into the truth of the faéts ftated, and to make
his report to the Judges.

Sccondly.~—An advocate and attorney, to prolecute
and manage fuch fuits for paupers as the Judges fhall
dire&.

Thirdly.—T'wo learned Moulavies, to whom the
Cour: may officially refer queftions arifing or: the Ma-
'homedan law.

Fourthly.—T'wo Pundits, to whom the Court may
in Jike manner refer queftions arifing on the Hindoo
law.

We take this opportunity of reprefenting to you the
difficulties we labour under, in procuring inteiligent
and faithful affiftant interpreters for the Perfian, Hin-
doftany, Bengaley, and Portugueze languages :—The
falaries of thofe afliftants, who are two in number, are
fo low, that without fome augmentation of their in-
tome. we fhall not be able to retain th.fe we have,
their labour being very great, from the contigual and
daily attendance they are obliged to give on the bufinefs
of the Court; and we have great reafon to belicve we
could not fupply their places with perfors on whom we
can depend, for their prefent falaries,

The very great inconveniences fuffered by the
fuitors, from their having no known offices to which
they can apply, and from the feveral officers of the
Court dwelling in quarters of this town greatly diftant
one from the other, compel us to remind you of &

1 letter
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letter fent to your Board many months ago, and not
yet anfwered; by which we addrefled you to appoint
proper and convenient offices, according to your in-
ftrufions from the Court of Direftors.—Ar the late
feflions of oyer and terminer, the bufinefs was almoft
at a ftand, the clerk of the crown and clerk of in-
diGtments having no known offices ; the only room we
could appropriate to the grand jury not only deprived
the judges of their retiring room, but is fo fituated,
that the records of the court are inacceflible during the
time that the jury are met.

If the common jury deliberate on their verdi&, we
have no room to which they can be fent to confider
of it.

Thefe are inconveniences which we have repeatedly
reprefented, and which we yet do not defpair will be
attended to, in order that juftice may be more expe-
ditioufly and commodioufly adminiftered.

At every feffion of oyer and terminer, the gentlemen
of the grand inqueft have found themfelves in want of
a clerk and an interpreter, officers who are fo requifite
on fuch occafions, that, we have, from time to time,
at the inftance of the jury, requefted the attendance in
thofe employments of perfons who have received no
compenfation of any kind for their time and trouble 3
fuch gratuitous affiftance cannot be always expected,
nor will you think it fit that we fhould be obliged to
folicit it : we therefore hope, that you will admit the
reafonablenefs and neceffity of our defiring to add to
the before-mentioned officers—

Fifthly.—A clerk to attend the grand jury at every
fefion of oyer and terminer. '

Sixthly.—An interpreter to attend the grand jury
and clerk of indiCtments at every feffion of oyer and
tesminer. :

We have the honour to enclofe the names of the
officers, with their falaries, as likewife a fmall addi-

[E] 4 tion "
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tion to the table of fees, for your approbation and al-
lowance.
We have the honour to be, &c. &c.

E. IMPEY,
ROBT CHAMBERS,

(Signed) {s C. LEMAISTRE,
Port William, JOHN HYDE. :

7th January 1777.

Officers of the Supreme Court.

per Menlem,

An examiner and reporter of petitions,
Mr. William Chambers — — A, R¢ 400
An advocate for pauper fuitors, Mr, ’
Chriftian Frederick Brix =3 600
An attorney for pauper fuitors, Mr, '
William Jéhnfon —_— — 400
Twolearned Moulavies { E;:Ruéjg;ﬂh :gg

Ramchurn Bidda

Two learned Pundits Shf::lc‘fs?uf:&:ec a0@
Puttee 200

A clerk to attend the grand jury at every
fefion of oyer and terminer, Mr,
George Wroughton - — 35
An interpreter to attend the grand jury .
and clerk of indiltments at every fei-
fion of oyer and terminer, Mr. Pogoze

Mirza —_ — — 35
Additional falary to the aflitant inter-

preter, Mr. Nicholas Jebb — 100
Additional falary to the afliftant inter- :

preter, Mr, Robert Gunfiam Dofs 1Co

Addition to Table of Fces.

; ’ A, Rupees.
Tranflator to the Court, fee on written

tranflation, per fheet of ninety Eng-
lith words —_ -_— — I
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. A. Rupees,
To the Examiner and reporter of peti-
tions, for cach petition, not of a
paupﬁr — — — 2

EXTRACT of Bengal Public Confultations, the 3d
February 1777,

Refolved, That the {ullawing letter be written to the
Supreme Court:

To Sir Elijab Impey, Knight, Chief Juftice, &c. Judges
of the Supreme Court of Judicature.

Honourable Sirs,

We have been honoured by the receipt of your
letter of the 5th ultimo.

Beiog c:mvmced of the expediency of the new efta-
blithment of the officers which you have thought it
neceflary for the better adminiftration of juftice to ap-
point, we have the pleafurc to fignify our concurrence
in your recommendation of them, and our approba-
tion both of the lift of falaries you have propofed to
annex to their ftations, dnd of the addition to the table
of tees, which is al{o rontained in the fame lift,

In confequence of the neceffity which you have re-
prefented to us, of baving proper offices for the pur-
pofes deferibed in your letter, we have ordered the
Buxey to rent a houfe, with fuitable accommodations,
for offices of the Court, and as coptiguous as poffible
to the prefent court houfe.

We are, &c. &c.

Fort William,

3d February 1777
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No. 16,
SIR,
WE give you full power and permiffion to print and
publifh, if yau think ptoper, the trial of Maha
Razjah Nundocomar, as authentic from the copy which
has been delivered to you.
We are, Sir,
Your moft humble fervants,

E. IMPEY, ;
ROBER'T CHAMBERS,
s. C. LEMAISTRE,
JOHN HYDE.
Fort Willizam,
Auguft 10, 1575,

To Alexander Elliot, Efq.

No, 17.
SIR, .
WHEN I quitted Bengal, Sir Elijah Impey, the
Chief Juftice of Bengal, authorifed me to fay
that the trial of Maha Rajah Nundocomar was drawn
up from his and the other 5udges notes.
Iam, Sir, &c.
ALEXR ELLIOT,
London,
May 3d, 1776.
To Mt, Cadell, bookfeller, in the Strand,



IN° 18,

An ACCOUNT of the feveral Perfons who have been profecuted in the Court of Quarter
Seflions in Calcutta, for Criminal Offences, according to the Laws of England, from the 1ft
of January 1762, to the 1t of O&tober 1774 3 fpecifying the Names and Crimes of fuch Per-
fons, together with the Dates of fuch Profecutions refpectively, and which of the faid Perfons
were convifted, and the Sentences p:onounced on fuch Convictions.

Date of
Profecotion, Names of Perfons trizd, Crime: Vercift, Sentence,
1762, '
Auguft 27th |Loll Khan ~ |Privately flealing | Not guilty.
Nov. 27th |{Sook Deb, and Diaram — |Murder — D¢
Guiliyof anaf To be flogged at the cart’s
3oth:Enaffe Gofaul — |Felony — fauit, but not|d 21! T:e'y. hMonday fﬁ", 4
of the felony|] ™onth with a cat of nine
Owen John Soorkeas — i
Kirporam Mollay _ } Burglary —| Not Guilty.
Guilty fteal-
Dec, 1t |Brijo Hazerah — {Fclony —-3 ing value} De,
10d S
JL. Granidier — |Murder —| Not guilty.
8¢ ﬁl:fgc . s } Rape —| Guilty  ==Death,
17tb|Ramram s ~—  |Murder ~—| Pleaded guiltyiD*,

‘81 0N
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Profecution. Nimes of Perfons rried, Crime. Verd:&t, Sentence,
762,
Dctl.fl;rlh Caville — |Burglary Guilty —|Death,
1763. e
Feb, 28th  {barry — o - Not guilty,
“1D-:cberage — prighivg ° glf )
Auguft 27thiMiguel Van Colften  — [Murder Not guilty.
Sept. 1t faffier == = — Guilty ~|Death,
Golaum Hoflvin —_— Burg!ar}’ De ~10°,
ccoor —_ —_— _ Acquitted.
vov. 2gth {{Mary D'Rofario — [Murder Not puilty,
Pk g ar.y o ¢ Difcharged,
. the profecu-
3oth|Bernardo — — |Felony i tor not ap-
’ ptaring.
{ Guilty flealing| { To be whipped at the public
Diaram — |Felon to the valuce g market place four fuccef-
e J i of 1cd five Mondays,
To be imprifoned till next
feflions, then left to the dif-
Nov. 30th [Marfhall Johnfon ~— |AfTault Guilty —!y cretionof the Juflices to re-
: leafe him,on finding fureties
for his good behaviour,
Bridjoo =~ = ~—  |Murder { Aceslary to } Death,

the murder

‘XTANJIdLdY °9
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1764.
oFeb. 28th

May 28th
Sept. 11th

12th

Dec. 14th
1765,
Feb.fzwb
May 27th
Aug. 27th

JCollin Campbell

Fra* Ruffell
Sufanna

—

- |Robt Baker

Jean La Finefle
Frederick Hinnings

Radachurn Metre
Shake Sobdy

Contou —_
Covil

Mahomed Reza
Kedaine —_—

Tittaco Gauzee
Arift
Babaaloo
ICotubbe Mcnalda
Anunderam

and
Noon Mahommed

Aflault

Forgery
Murder

Felony

Affault
Murder
Forgery

Feluny
Viurder

- }QFeiuny and mur-
| Ier

:]‘

-)

Pleaded guilty —

Guilty

Not guilty.
Gfilty };f fteal-
3 ing to the va-
lue of 1cd.
Guilty
Not guilty.

Guilty
Guilty
Du

—
—

Pleaded guilty
of the felony

i

one month, and to find (e-
curity for his good beha-
l viour,himfelfin 1oco/. and
two fureties 500/, each,
To be whipped round the
town at the cart’s tail.

SFincd 100l. tobe imprifoned

To receive 190 ftripes with
a cat of nine tails,

A [mall fine.

[Jeath,
Death,
Do,

Pilduntd-

i Death,

‘gt *oN
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Dare ot '
Profecution. Names of Pesfons tried, Crime, Verdiét, Sentence.
1765. Fined 5o/ and to be con-
. g fined until he find fecurity
Nov. 27th  |Nathani Freeman — [Aflault —|Guilty —_ { for hiv:good behavious fos
twelve months,
1766.
Feb. 27th  |Bavavny  — —  [Murder —[Not guilty.
Lollchund —_ De — |Guilty —{Death,
Netaw  — —_ De —|Not guilty.
May 27th  |Lollbaharry — De —{D° -
Auvg. 27th |Dowahmerand — De . —|(Guilty —{Death,
Rhomeney — D —| De —|De.
Nov. 27th |Manas Romken — |[Rape —|Not guilty.
. 1767,
Feb. 27th  |John Poole —_ 2
Robt Sherman — ¢ |Afaule — [Not guilty.
l.aurence Murray el
#ay 27th  |Betty e — |Murder —|(Guilty - De;th.d ;
; “ined 20/. and imprifoned
— |Affault —|Pleaded guilty — i ——" P

Anthonia De Cofta

XIANTJIAV 79
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Aug. 27th

Nov. 27th

1968,
Feb. 23th

Nov. 27th

N. B. ‘The preceding a¢count is conformable
the proceedings of the Courr of Quarter Seffions at Calcutta fer the year 1763

AMark Mathewfon

Sam! Farley
Mathw Callaghan
Price Trumbuii
Walter Powes
Ram Gofe
iSitteram

Emandy
Wm Mackintofh

FEETL

|

A Tl S

Felony

Afault
Felony

Murder
Do

Murder
Aflault

G
i value 10d,

_..’Not guihy.
— Not guiity.

- D
D'-

o

|

— Guilty

been no proceedings of the faid Court received of a liter date than the 27¢h Nov, 1768,
It cannot be afcertained, from any docement in the Company®s voflzflion in Europe, which of the fenteaces have or have not been canied lnto
pardoned by his Majefty,
HUDSON

execution, except that palled on Radachurs Metre, who was recommended for mezcy, and sfterwards

Eaft India Houl2,

34 March

f‘? 5.

vilty flealing,

—

(Committed to the public
gaol for 3 months ; to be

the town twice, to receive
each time 100 lathes on his
bare back with acatof nine
tails ; and afterwards to be
committed to Bridewell to
L hard labour for 6 months,

- -

fecurity for his good beha-

Fined 20/ St8, and to find
viour for 12 months.

to the order of the Honourable Houfe, fo far a8 the documents at the Eaft India Hoofe will allow——
only commencing the 27th Auguft of that year j and there has

Pro 'Ez’-m' of India
Correfpondence,

publicly whipped through

*g1 oN
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N°1g.

(C O P Y)

MINUTES and Letters of the Governor and
Sele& Committee of Bengal, and of Colonel
Richard Smith, Commander in Chief of the -
Army, in the Year 1768, relative to the
Trial of Sepoys by Courts Martial.

Extrafl of Bengal Sele? Confultations, the 10th
February 1768.

REA'D a Letter from Colonel Smith, under date the
20oth ultimo, received fince our hﬁ meeting, 2s
entered hereafter,

The Prefidént delivers in the following Minute :

Gentlemen,

It was on the 12th ultimo 'that I laft laid my corre-
fpondence with the Country powers before you, as has
been done from time to time ever fince my taking
charge of the government. No circumfance of my
conduct has been concealedy but openly and candidly
left to your obfervance; and I flatter myfelf thac
neither circumfpeltion, fpirit, or attention therein,
bas failen frort of that fyftem of policy, fo happilv
adopted, and fo’ I'L.ccefsfully pur{ued by my predece(-
for; events prove it, but thefe may be deemed cafual.
The confideration of circumftances and time will more
fully, on retrofpcétion, juftify the conduél I have pre-
ferved in the courfe of my correfpondence, and the
meafures I have purfued. Confcicus of their reQitude,
I am bold in the defire that the moft minute {crutiny
be made therein; and if thereyis any part which re-
quiresan explanahon, I fhall moft readliy cmbr&(c the
opportunity of giving it to’yous:

From the difpofition of the King and Sujah Dowlah,
their mutval jealoufies, feparate conne&lons, and the
impracticability of uniting them, it muft ever be 2
delicate point in the addrels of a governor, fo to ftees

his
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‘his way, as to preferve their confidence, interefts, and
good opinions, without the forfeiture of either,

" You may remember, gentlemen, that Sufth Dow-
lah ‘was, fome time ago, defirous of paying me a vifit
at Calcutta: At the knowledge of his inteation, I
communicated it to Munerah ul Dowlah; and to
prevent the king’s entertaining any fufpicions from the
vizier’s vifit, requefted Moneer ul Dowlah would alfo
come hither; and they accordingly engaged to ac-
company each other. The former was prevented by
a letter [ wrote to him, recommending him to poft-
pone his journey ; bat the latter, unmindful of his
promife, left Allahabad and proceeded to Calcutta,
without giving the other the leaft intimation of it.
Sujah Dowlah exprefled great uneafinefs on the oc-
cafion, infomuch that I a%rurcd him he thould have no
caufe to be diffatisfied at my condu&t towards him ;
and in order to convince him of the fincerity of this
affertion,, [ promifed to communicate to him what-
ever pafled between Munerah ul Dowlsh and me at
the prefidency. With this he appeared highly fatif-
fied. In confequence of this promife, I did commu-
nicate to his vakeel (a man of charaler and ftation,
high in the confidencg of his mafter, and who was
permitted to refide here at Lord Clive’s particular re-
queft) the purport of Munerah ul Dowlah’s embafly,
and the correfpondence which paffed between his ma-
jefty and me therein, in order that the fame might by
him be forwarded to the vizier.

I now lay before you, gentlemen, my country cor-
refpondence fince the 12th January, and am forry to
be under the neceflity of requefting your particular
attention to a letter wherein is mentioned, that Sujah
Dowlah, in the courfe of Colonel Smith’s late confer-
ence, had communjcated to him the correfpondence
regarding the emba"‘:i‘y, which had been tran{miited by
his vackeel, that Colonel Smith obtained copies. there-
of, and on his return to Alizhabad, fent them by the
- hands of Kellaram, his fervant, into the royal pre-
fence, ' ‘ .

What might have been the colonel’s motives for a
condu& which tends fo apparently to increafe the jea-

'F) loufy
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Joufly of the king, and to create difputes, which I have
endeavoured to prevent, I will not pretend to fay;
but I muft requeft of you, pentlemen, to annul the
orders which were given him in his inftructions when
he left the prefidency, which will in future prevent
my meeting with any obftructions in a correfpondence
which the duty of my flation requires of me to carry
on. For if I am thus counteracted in the meafures
I have firenuoufly purfued fince my accefion to the
government, to preferve the peace and tranquillity of
thefe provinces, by conciliating the minds of the dif-
ferent powers, all my endeavours to effe@t fo good a
purpofe muft be fruftrited. '

I now lay before you an order iffued by Colonel
Smith to the army, on the 17th ultimo, which was
delivered to me by the commanding officer of the firft
brigade, who, aéling immediately under me at the
prefidency, thought it his duty to obtain my permif-
fion for his carrying it into execution. You will there-
in perceive, gemilemen, that it exa&ls an imfflicit obe.
dience from all the black troops engaged in our fervice
to the Britith laws; fuch an innovation of their pri-
vileges, particularly where the life of every one of
them may be in queftion, without previoufly explain-
ing to them the nature of our military fervice, and:
knowing if they are inclined to ferve on fuch condi-
tions, is a ftep too fatal in its confequences for Colo-
nel Smith to hiVe ventured upon without having firft
obtained my permiffion, or that of the felet com-
mittee; and I cannot but deem the orders being tran(-
mitted to a brigade aling immediately under my di-
re&ions, an encroachment upon a governor’s autho-
rity. ‘The regulation I approve, provided it could be
eftablithed with the concurrence of thofe whom it im-
mediately concerns; but I highly condemn the mode
by which it was to be effected:-] have therefore di-
re@ed the colonel to revoke. the order without delay,
and now fabmit this matter to your confideration,
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COPY of general orders iffued at Allahabad. .

Head Quarters, Emfor Lhhaam’s Gardens,
. Monday, January y1ch, 1768.
The commander in chief has been pleafed to appoint
Capt. Philip Delafield, aid du camp.

Head Quarters, Emfor I.Lhhaam’s Gardens,
Sunday, January 17th, 3768,

It is highly neceffary that the Indoftan troops in the
fervice of the Company fhould be made fully fenfible,
that all capital crimes will be judged by the Britifh
laws: Several murders have been committed by Se-
poys on their women. Whatever may be the cuftom
amongft the natives of Hindoftan, in the Englifh army
wilful murder, in future, will be abfolutely punifhed
with death,

The commanding officers of brigades are defired to
have this order fully explained to the native troops, fo
that it may prevent them from purfuing fuch an inhu-
man praétice; and that it may point out to the mem-
bers of Sepoy general court martials what is the pu-
nithment they muft adjudge to a prifoner, when found
guilty of wilful murder. *

(Signed) J. FULLARTON,
A:d do Camp,

The committee having maturely weighed the {ub-
je@ts contained in the foregoing minute, are of opinion,
Firft, That the king’s being advifed that capy of the
correfpondence between hirm and the prefident had
been tranfmitted to Sujah Dowlah could be produ&ive
of no other confequence than infiaming the jealoufy
his mafter continually expreiles at our conne&ion with
the vigier; and, Secondly, That the general orders
iffued - by Colonel Smith, relating to the black troops,
to all the brigades, and partigularly ro that aing im-
mediately under the orders ‘of the prefidency, is an
encroachment upon the fele® committee’s and the
prefident’s authority, which merits our fevereftcenfure.’

Ordered, That the following letter be wrote to the

Colonel
[Fla2 To
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A P-PENDTIX Part L.

To Colone! Richard Smith, commander in chief under
the prefidzncy.
Sir,

We have been favoured with your letter of the 20th
ultimo. The two Morattoe chiefs you therein men-
tion probably repaired to Allahabad to perform their
devotions, fiom a confidence .in our invariable ad-
herence to geod faith and the laws of hofpitality ; we
are glad to find you did not leize their perfons, as fuch
a proceeding muft have been deemed a violation of
both.

Our prefident informs-us that he has received in-
telligence, that accounts of fome material tranfa&tions
regarding the king, during Munerah ul Dowlah’s late
embafly to the prefidency, had been carried into the
royal prefence by Kellaram your fervant; after your
arrival from the conference with Sujah Dowlah, and
before the return of Munerah ul Dowlah to Allahabad.
We defire you will acquaint us with this circumftance,
and with the reafons affigned for fuch a conduét.

The prefident has alfo communicated to us the or-
ders you caufed to be ifflued to all the brigades on the
17th ultimo, whereby the black troops are to be fub-

“je&ed to the Britith laws. Although we earnefily with

to effe@® a meafure which muft tend to the better regu-
lation of our army, yet, where the life of every one
of them is become forfeitable by laws he is quite 2
ftranger to, we think fome time is requifite to-inftruct
them with the nature and confequences of them, ere
it can be expefed he will tamely {ubmit to fuch an in-
novation: and as by far the greareft part of our mi-
Jitary force is compofed of thofe very perfons who are
thus compelied to our mode of government, the con-
fequence of a refra&tory behaviour muft be fatal, and
all our endeavours hereafter to effe@ fo good a purpofe

_may be frultrsted.

. e therefore not only deem you highly culpable,
in iffuing a general order of fuch importance through-
out the whale body of our forces, without previoufly
obtaining our permiffion, or that of our prefident, but
in. tranfmitting the fame down to the firlt prig;le,

; actng
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alling under the immediate orders of the prefidency.
We muft tell you, ‘that had the Seleét Committee, for
fuch your cundufl, difmiiled you the fervice, they
would have but done their duty ; but as they are will-
ing to think that you did not premeditately defign an
infult upon their or the prefident’s authority, they fhall
at prefent content themfelves with dire@ing you imme-
diately to revoke the order iffued on the 17th ultimo, in
the fame public manner as it was ‘given out, and. with
affuring you, that a like behaviour on any future occa-
fion will meet with their higheft refentment.  _

Fort William, - We are, Sir, ;
1oth February 1768, Y our moft obedient
humble fervants.

Extreft of Bengal Selec? Confultations, the 18th
March 1768,

READ two letters, received fince our laft meeting,
from Colonel Smith, under dates the 2d and 4th
iaftant, enclofing copies of Sepoys courts martial.

To the Honourable Harr.y Verelft, Efquire, Prefident
and Governor of Fort William, &c. &c. and to the
gentlemen of the Seleét Committee,

Gentlemen,

I have received your letter of the 10th ultimo, to
which I fhould have fooner replied, but that I have
been in daily expe&ation of receiving your permiffion
to proceed to the prefidency, ,

1t is my misfortune, that almoft every letter which
I receive from your Board contains either an accufation
againft, or a refleign upon my condut: it is, how-
cver, my happinefs, that 1 have hicherto been able to
give fuch anfwers, as I make no kind of doubt but
will fully exculpate me, fupportéd by a confcious rec-
titude, T fhall at sll times, ufe my beft endeavours to
vindicate myfelf from unmerited cenfure.
~ Your letter df 10th contains a twofold accufation,
Iam accufed of introducing, by the general order :f
B F the



