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E{tde without thé Wall, we faw many Granite Pillare

'ald remnants of Mgfaic Floors, and in an heap of rubbifh
feweral pidces of nefifh'd Marble, fragments of Statues, and
other poarRelttks of this @ity's ancient Magnificence. On
the Sea {ide is an old ruin'd Caftle, and fome remains of

2 {mall Mole.
Fiiday, Mar. 19.

Leavitig Beroof, we came in one third of an hour to a
Jarge Plain ekeeiitling from the Sea to the Mountains. At
the beginnipg of the Plain is a Grove of Pine Trees of
FaccarVine's Plantation, 'We guefsd it to be more than
half'a Mile crofs, and {o pleafant, and inviting was it’s
thade, that it was not witEout fome regret that we pafs'd
it by. Continuing jn this Plain, we faw at a diftance, on
our left hand, a fmall Village called Suckfoar. It belongs
to the Drufes, who peflefs at this day a long tract of Moun-
tains, as far as from Caffravan to Carmel. Their prefent
Prince is Achmet, Grandfon to Faccardine; an old Man,
and one who keeps up the Cuftom of his Anceftours, of
turning day into night: an hereditary prattice in his Fa-
mily, proceeding from a traditional per{wafion amongft
them, that Princes can never {leep fecurely but by day,
when Men’s actions and defigns are beft obterv’d by their
Guagds, apdifneed be, moft ealily prevented ; but that in
he nighe icconcerns them to be always vigilaar, left the
dayknefs, aided by their {leeping, fhuld give Traitors,
both opportunity and encouragement to aflaalt their Per-
fons, zgid by a Dagger or a Piftel, to make them continue
“their J&ep longer than they intended when they lay down.
- o hours from Faccaydine’s Grove brought us to the
Caphar, and another\Vittle hour to the River Dafner
‘or Tomgyas.:. Sidormer belng iv's Modern, the Lufer iv's
Ancient.2ame. Itisa River apt to {well much upon fud-
dain Rains; in which cafe c{:rccipxuting it's felf trom the
Mountains with great rapidizy, it has been {atal to many
a Paflenger ;amongft the reft, one Monfieur Spon, Nephew
4b Dr. Span, coming fow }qmj;af:m about four years ago
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44 A Journey from Aleppo to Ferufalem.

in company with fome Englith Gentlefoen, was in palir
this Stream hurry'd down by it, and gerifhed in the Sqp,
which lies about a furlong lower than'¥eg Paflfge. # *

We had the good fortune td find the r'n a better
temper ; it’s waters being now aflwaged fince thedate Rains.
However the Country Fellows were ready here, accqrding
to their Trade, to have affifted usin our Paflage over. In
order to which they had very officioufly ftrippid them-
felves naked againft our coming : and to the endetffat they
might oblige us 1o make ufe of their helg;¥of which they
will be we%l paid, they brought vs to a plage where the
Water was deepeft, pretendipg there was no other Paffage
befides that ; which Cheat we faw them atually impofe
upon fome other Travellers, who came not long afier us.
But we had been advis'd of a place a.little higher in the
River, where the Stream was broader, and fhatlower, and
there we eafily pafs’d without their, alliftance. Juft by
this place are the ruins of of a Stone-bridge, of which one
might guefs by the firmnefs of it’s remains, that it might
have been ftill entire, had not thefe Villains broke it down
in order to their making their advantages of Paflengers;
either conduéting them over for a good pay, or elfe, 1f hey
have opportuniiy, drowning them for their fpoils.

On 1he other fide of the River the Mountains approach
clofer to the Sea, leaving only a narrsw rechy wag be-
tween. From Dumer in two hours we came to anothgr.
River, of no inconfiderable figure, but not once mentiontd
by any Geographer that 1know of. It is within one
hour of Sidm. Its Channel is deep, contaiis 3 good_
Stream, and has 2 large Stone bridge over it. Spdtking_
of this River to the Reverend Father Srenbuno, Marowige ,
Patrlerch at Camobine, he told iue it wag call'd Awie, s
had it Founain near Barosk, a Vil in My L
banns. e~

At this River we were met by feveral of the French
Merchants from Sidom : they having a Faftory there the
moft confiderable of all theirs in the Zevans.” Being ar-
rived at Sidon, we pitch'd our Tents by a Ciftera wit oll:&
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‘A Journey from Aleppe to Ferufalem. 45
City, but were our fclves conducted, by the French
atlemen to thgbglace of their Habitation, whichisa
lasge Kave, clof:"by the Sea, where the Conful and all
the Nation sfte tl]uartcr’d' rogether. Before the front of
this Kamé is an old Mole running into the Sea with'a right
ﬁrnglc, it was of no Fn:at capacity at beft, but now is ren-
er’'d perfectly ufelefs, having been purpolely fill'd up with
rubbifh, and earth, by Faccardine, 1o prevent the Turkifh
Gallies Trom making their unwelcome vifits to this place.
The Mole being thus deftroy’d, all Ships, that take in
their Burthen here, are forced to ride at Anchor under
the fh:lter of a fmall ridge gf Rocks, about a Mile diltant
from the fhore on the North fide of the City. Sidbn 1s
ftockt well enough with Inhabitants, but 18 very much
(brunk from ir’s agcient extent, and more from it’s {plen-
dour. Asappears from a great many beautiful Pillars, that
lie fcatter’d up and down the Gardens without the prefent
Walls. Whatever Antiquities may atany time have been
hereabout, they are now all perfettly obicur'd and buried
by the Turkifh Buildings. Upon the South fide of the
City on a Hill ftands an old Caftle faid to have been the
wogk of Lewis the ninth of Framce, furnamed the Sam¢;
and not far from the Caftle is an old unfimfh'd Palace of
Faccardine’s, ferving however the Ba/fa for his Seraglio:
neither of them worth mentioning, had the City atforded
.us any thing elfe more remakable. Near about Sidbn be-
gm the precinéls of the Holy-Land, and of that part of
1t in particular which was allotted to Afber. The bor-
ders c£ which Tribe extended from Carsmel as far as great
Zidori, as appears from Fofb. 19. 26, 28. But the People
upen the Sea Coafts wer® never altually mafter'd by the
fraclites: being left by the juft judgment of God.to be
thorms 4g theicfides, for a realon that may be feen Jud. 2.
1, 2, 3,5 '

) The’ Perfon, who s the French Conful at Sidbn, has
al{o the Title of Conful of Ferafa/em, and is obliged by
his Mafter, the French King, to make a vifit to the Holy
City every Eaflter, under pretence of preferving thgt San-
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46 A Journey from Aleppo to Ferufalem.

Quary there from the violations, and the Fryars who haw
the cultody of it, from the exactions of the Turks. But
the Fryars think themfelves much fafer\jthout this pre-
tection. We were defirous to joyn with Mdnlieur 7 £m-
pereur, the prefent Conful, in his this years Pilgrimage,
and accordingly had fent him a Letter from 4leppo onspur-
pofe to belpeak that favour, hoping by his proteétion ‘to
pafs more fecurely from the abufes of the Arabs and
Turks, who are no where fo infolent, as in Paleffne, and
about Ferufalems. We had his prqmié to ftay for us, but
the remora’s and difappointments we met with in the
Road, had put us {o backward in our Journey, that fear-
ing to be too late at Fernfalem he fet out.from Sidon the
day before our arrival there: leaving us however {fome
hopes, that if we made the belt of our way, we might
come up with him at Ara, where he promis'd to expett
our coming to the utmo{t moment. ’

[

Saturday, Mar. 20.

Being defirous therefore not to lofe the convenience
of his company, we fet out early the next morning from
Sidon, and Travelling in a very fruitful Plain, came,, in
half an hour to a place where we found a large Pillar of
Granite, lying crofs the high way, and funk a good part
under ground. Obferving fome letters apon ii; we took
the pains to dig away the Earth, by which means we reco-
verd this fragwment of an Infcription.



A Journey from Aleppo to Jerufalem, 47

IMPERATORES,

« CAESARES,
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Some Gentlemen of our Nation, in their Journey to Feru-
falemn, this laft Eafter, An. 1699. foynd another Pillar, at
about midway, between that we {aw and Stdbn, of the fame
make and u(y : from which they tock the forefaid In-
fcription, more perfetly. As far as filius ejus there is no
variation, and after that it goes on thus

VIASET MILLIARIA
FR~---0 g" VENIDIVM RV
FYM o LEG & AUGG A
L---- PR A" PRAESIDEM
RROVINC- A SYRIAGPHOE
NIC A RENOCVAVERVNT

Vs SR AW 4

By which we may obferve the exaltnefs of the Romans in
meafuring out their Roads, and marking down upon every
Pillar the number of Miles as 1. IT. III. e .
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A little beyond chis Pillar, we pafled in fight of Ko r*;
a large Villaﬁc on the fide of the Mouetains, and in twb-
hours and a half more came to Sarphain,{uppos'dto be the
Ancient Sarephath, or Sarepza, fo tamous forthesefidence,
and Miracles of the Prophct £4jah. The place thewn us
for this City confifted of only a few Houfes, on thg tops.
of the Mountains, within about half a Mile of the Sea. But
it is more probable the principal part of the City flood be-
fow, in the fpace between the Hills and the Sea : therc
being ruins {till 1o be feen in that place of a confiderable
extent. From hence in three hours we arrived at Cafimeer,
a River large and deep, running down to the Sea thro’ 2
Plain, n which it creeps along with varioys mzanders, and
wrnings. It had once a good Stone bridge laid over it of
four Arches : butofthat nothing remains ac prefent, ex-
cept the fupporters: between which there are laid beams,
and boards to fupply the room of the Arches and to make
a Pallage over. But fo carelefs and loofe is the Fabrick,
that 1t looks hke a trap rather than a Bridge. We had
one Horfe dropt thro’, notwithftanding our utmoft care 1o
prevent fuch musfortunes. But'twas our good luck ro re-
cover him again fafe a thore. _

This River is afligi’d by our Modern Geographers for
the old Eleutherus, but how erroneoufly has been afore-
mention'd. Strabo mentions a certain River falling itno the
Sea near Tyre, on this fide ( @eds Tigw Momuis iina. p. §21.)
which can be no other than this ; but he omits to acquaiat
us with it’s Name, Within a Bow-fhot of the River Cafi-
mieer 1S a Kane of the fame Name, from which keeping
near the Sea fide, you arrive in an hour at Zyre.

‘This City, ftanding in the Sea upon a Peninfula, pro-
mifes at a diftance fomething very magnificent. But when
you come to 1t you find no fimilitude of that Gloryy~for
which it was fo renown’d in ancient times, and which
the Prophet Zzekiel defcribes, Chap. 26,27, 28. On the
North {ide it has an old Turkifh ungarrifon’d Caftle ; be--
{ides which you fee nothing hete, but 2 mere Babel, of
broken Walls, Pillars, Vaults, ¢ve. there being not fomuch.
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. B Journey from Aleppo to Ferufalem. 49
asohé chtire Hopfe lefe. It's prefent Inhabitants are only
aifew pobr wretches, harbouring themfelves in the Vaults,
ang fubfitting chiefly upon fithing ; who feem to be pre-
ferved in.this place by ®ivine Providence, as a vifible
argument; how God has fulfill'd his Word concerning
Tyreyviz. That it [hould be as the top of a rock, a place

fifhers to dry their nets on, Ezek. 26, 14.

In the midft of the ruins, there {tands up one pile higher

an the relt, which is the Eaft end of a great Church,
probably of the Cathedral of 7yre : And why not the very
fame that was ereéted by it's Bithop Paulinus, and honour'd
with that famous Confecration Sermon of Fufebius, re-
corded by himfelf in his Zecl, Hift. Lib. 10. Cap. 4. this
having been an Archiepifcopal See in the Chriftian times,

I cannot, 1in this place, omit an obfervation, made by
moft of our Company in this Journey, vsz. That in ail
the ruins of Churches which we faw, tho’ their other parts
were totally demolifh’d , yet the Eaft end we always found
ftanding, and tolerably entire. Whether the Chriftians
when over run by Infidels, redeem’d their Altars from ruin
with Money ; or whether, even the Barbarians,when they
demolifhed the other parts of the Churches, might volun-
warify fpare thefe, out of an awe and*veneration;, or whe-
ther they have ftood thus long, by virtuc of fome pecu-
liar firmnefs in the nature of’ saeir Fabrick ; or whether
fome occult Providence has preferv’d them, as {o many
ftanding Monuments of Chriftianity in thefe unbelieving
Regions, and prefages of it’s futurc reftauration, I will not
determine. This only I will fay, that we foundTTimfact,
fo as I defcrib'd, in all the ruin’d Churches that came in
our way, being perhaps not fewer than one hundred : nor
do I remember ever to have feen one inftance of the con-
trary, This might juftly {éem a trifling obfervation, were
it founded upon a few examples only. %nt it being a thing
fo often, and indeed univerfally obferv’d by us, through-
,Fur. our whole Journey, I thought it muft needs proceed

rord fomething more than blin?l chance, and mighs very
well deferve this Animadverfion. s
ue



so A Journey from Agppoe to Fery) _
. But to return from this digreilion, there being atitold
Stair-cafe in this fuin laft mention'd, I got up tg the top
of it: from whence I had an entire Profpe’t of the Higpd
partof Zyre, of the Ifthmus,.@nd of the acljaccm {hore.
1 thought I could from this Elevation difcern the Ifthmus
to be a Soil of a different Nature from the other tyo: is
lying lower than either, and being cover'd all over with
fand which the Sea caits upon it, as the tokens.cf it’s ni-
tural right to a Paflage there, from which it was by A,
xander the Great inguriouﬂy excluded. The Ifland of
Tyre in iv's natural {tate {eems to have been of a circular
figure, conaining not more than forty Acres“of Ground.
Icdilcovers ftil the foundations of a Wall, which anci-
ently encompafs’d it round, at the utmoit margin of the
Land. 1t makes with the Ifthmus two large Bays, one
‘on it’s North fide, and the other on‘it’s South. Thefe
Bays are, in part, defended from the Qcean, each by a lon
ridge, refembling a Mole : {tretching direétly out, on botl%
{ides, from the head of the Ifland ; but thefe ridges whe-
ther they were Walls or Rocks, whether the work of
Art or Nature, I was too far diftant to difcern.

Coming out of thefe ruins, we faw the foundation of
a very ftrong Wall,«aning crofs the Neck of Land;and
ferving asa barrier, to fecure the City on this fide. From
this place, we were one third of an hopr, in pafling the
fandy Ifthmus, before we came to the ground, which we
apprehended to be the uatural fhore. From hence palfing
over part of a very fertile Plain, which extends it felf to
a vaft conipals betore Zyre, we arrived in three quarters
of an hour a; Rofelayn. Our whole Stage from Sidbn
hither was about eight hours.

_ Sunday, Mar.21. -
Rofelayn 1s a place where are the Cifterns called Solo-
mon's, fupg:fed, according to the common tradition here-
abouts, to have been made by that great King, as a F:.rt of
his recompence to King AHiram, tor the fupplies o date-
rials, fent by him toward the building of the Tcg e
2 ey
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A Journey from Aleppe to Ferufalem. : ¥t
They xc dOu]ﬂ:tlcﬁ; very ancient, bat yet of a much Jater
fate, thhgawhat this tradition afcribes to them. That they
d nogbé buile till finge Alexander’s time, may be con-
r'd from this, among(t other arguments; becaufe the
Aquyduct, which conveys thé Water from hence to Tyre,
asclrried over the Neck of Land, by which Alexander in
is famous Siege of this place joyh'd the City to the Con-
inent. And as the Cifterns cannot well be imagin'd to
be ancienter than the Aquedu&, fo one may be fure the
Aqueduct cannot be older than the ground it {tands upon.
Of thefe €ifterns there are three entre at this day, one
about a furlong and 2 half diftant from the Sea, the other
two a littde faPther up.

The former is of an Qftogomal figure twenty two yards
in diameter. It iselevared above the ground nine yards on
the South fide, and fix on the North ; and within is faid
to be of an unfathbmable deepnefs, but ten yards of line
confuted that opinion. It’s Wall 1s-of no better 2 mate-
rial than Gravel, and {mall Ptbles, but confolidated with
fo ftrong, and tenacious a cement, that it feems to be all
one engre veflel of Rock. Upon the brink of 1t you
h walk round, eight foot brezd. From whicti de-
fcenging, by one ftep on the South fide and by two on the
Norkth, you have another wal): twenty one foot broad.
All thus Structure, tho’ fo broa¢ at top, is yét made hol-
low : ffo that the Water comes 11 underneath the walks :
infegauch that I could not with a iong rod, reach the ex-
tremity of the cavity. The whole Veffél contains a valt
Body of excellent Wager ; and 1s fo well fupply’d from it’s
Fountain, that tho’ there iffues from it a ftream like a
Brook, driving four Mills between this place, and the Sea,
yet it is always brim fuil. On the Eaft {ide of this Ciftern
was the ancient outlet of the Water, by an Aqueduét raifed
about fix yards from the ground, and containinga Chan-
nel ome yard wide. But this is now 'd up, and dry.
“Fhe Turks having broke an outlet on the other fide, de.-
riving thence a ftream for grinding their Corn.

The Aqueduct (now dry) is éarried Eaftward about ~x+
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hdndred and tweney paces, and then approaches ghe twvo
other Cifterns of which one is twelve the other twe)
yards {quare. Theie have each a little Channél, by wi
they anciently render'd their Whters into the Aquedadt ;
and fo the vnited ftreams of all the three Cifterns gwere
carried together to 7 pre. You may trace out the Aquétiuét
all along by the remairing fragments of it. It goesabol
one hour Northward, and then turning to the Weft, at
fmall Mount where anciently ftood a Forr, but now a
Mofque, 1t proceeds over the Ifthmus, into the City. As
we pafs'd by the Aqueduét, we obferv'd .n feveral places
on 1ts fides, and under it’s Arehes, rugged heaps of matter,
refembling Rocks. Thefe were produced by the lezkage
of the Water, which petrify’d as it diftil'a from above, and
by the continual adherence of new matter, were grown to
a large bulk. That which was moft remarkable in them,
was s'l_ﬂ frame, and configuration of *their parts. They
were compos’d of innumerable tubes of Stone, of different
fizes, cleaving to one another like icicles. Each tube had
a fmall cavity in 1t's Center, from which it’s parts were
projeted in form of rays, to the circumference, after the
manaer of the Stongs vulgarly call'd Thunder-{toti se
The Fountain of thefe Waters, is as unknown as the
Contriver of them. It is certain from their rifing {o nigh,
they mufl be brought from fome part of the Moup:ains,
which are about a league diftant ; and ’tis as certaih thas
the work was well done at firft, feeing it perforicy, it’s
office fo well, at {o greata diftance of ume. P
Leaving this pleafant Quarter, we came in ar. hour
and half to the white Promontory; fo calicd from the
afpedt it zields toward the Sea. Over this you pafs by a
way of about two yards broad, cut along it’s fide ; from
which, the profpect down is very dreadful, by reafon of
the exiream depth and fteepnefs of the Mountain, and the
raging of the waves at bortcm, Fhis way is about one
third of an hour over, and isfaid to have been the woeX
of Alexander the Great. About one third of an hour far-
ther, you pafs by an heap of rubbifh clofe by the Sea fide,

g2 A Journey from Aleppo to fefngakn;(
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A Journey from Alegpo to Ferufalem. 53
beinglhe ruins of the Caftle Scandalium; taking it's Name
fromfit's Founder, the fame 4lexander, whom the Purks
cander. 'The ruin is one hundred and twenty paces
iquary, having a dry ditclf encompaffing 1t, and from un-
der ) on the fide next the Sea, there iffues out a Foun-
taie: & very fair Water. In an houy from hence you come
to the ﬁxtﬂ Caphar, called Nachdra. And in another
hour 1o the Plain of Ara, over a very deep and rugged
Mountain, fuppofed 10 be part of Mount- Saron. All the
way from the whjte Promontory to this Plain is exceeding
rocky ; butsherehe pleafantnefs of the Road makes you
amends for the grmer labour.

“Fhe Plaih of 2¢ra extends 1t felf in length from Mount-
Sar t as Cafyrel, which is at leaft fix good hours;
and in breadth, between the Sea and the Mountains, it is
in molt places two hours over. It enjoys good {treams of
Water at convenienCdiftances, and every thing elfe, thac
might render it both pleafant, and fruitful. But this de-
lictous Plain is now almoft deiolate, being fuffer'd, for
want of culture, to run up to rank weeds, which were,

at the tuge when we pafs'd it, as high as our Horfe's backs.

g Travelled about one hour 1»the Plain of 4fa,
we pAlicd by an old Town call'd Zs5: fituate on an afcent
clofe By the Sea fide. This may-probably be the old A Azit,
mentig'd 7o/b. 19. 29- and Fud. 1. 31. called afterwards
Ecdippd . for St. Ferome places Acbzib nine Miles diftant

olesnais towards 7 yre, to which account we found
he {itpation of Zsb exaltly agreeing. This is one of the
ﬁ:laccs, ut of which the Afhurites could not expel the Ca-
naanitiprTwo hours farther we came to a Foun-
«ajn of #ry good Water, call’d by the French Merchants
at dcrathe Fountain of the Blefled Virgin. In one hour
more, wearrivd at &ra.  Our whole Stage from Kofe-
layn hither was abour eight hours and a half.
rafhad anciently the Name of Accho, and is {nother
oy aﬁg‘s,_ out of whicir the Children of IfraelNould

‘ot drive the primitive Inhabitants, Yude. 1.31. Being i
-afteftiges enlarged by Profemy the firft, ic was cau.{ by
' o]



54 A Journey from Aleppo to Ferufalem:
{im from his own Name Ptolemais. Bat now fincefg hath
beeirin the pofleflion of the Turks; it has ( accordfpg to
the example of many other Cuties in Turky) caft gt'ic’s
Greck, and * recover'd fome fdhnblance of 1t’s cld Hfhrew
Name again : being ctlled Aica, or Ara. )

This City was fbrljlong time the Theatre of onten-
tion between the Chréftians and Infidels: till at 1A%, afier
having divers times changed 1t’s Mafters, it «was by a lon
Siege finally taken by the Turks, and ryn’d by ihem 1a
fuch a manner, as if they had thought,ghey cniild never
take a full revenge upon it for the bloofjit had co-them,
or fufliciently prevent fucl?{lau%hters Fahefuture. As
to 1¢’s fitvation it enjoys all polible asvan:!zes ol ot
Sea and Land. On 1t’s North and Kaft fides & is<¢om-
pals'd with a fpatious ferule Plainé on the Weft it is
wafhed by the Mediterranean Sea, and on the South by a
large Bay, extending from the City af far as Mour:t Carmel.

But notwithitanding all thefe advantages, it has never
been able to recover it {elf, {ince it’s laft fatal overthrow.
For befides a large Aane in which the French Fattors have
tzken up their Quarters, and a Mofque, and 2 few poor
Cottages you fee sothing here buta valtand {paticy=uin.
It 1s uclra roin however as {ufhciently dcmon{i'rEcs the
Strength of the place in former times. It appears % have
been encompafs’d on the Land fide by a double Yall de-
fended with Towers at {mall diftances. And wjgmt the
Walls are Ditches, Ramparts,and a kind of Baftiof: Jaccd
with hewn Stone. In the Fields without thefe wosks, wi
faw {catter’d up and down upon the graupd fevef al large
balls of Stone, of at leaft thirteen or fourtdta inches dia-
meter which were partof the Ammunition ufed'® Ratreis
g the City, Guns being then unknown. Within the
Wa)ls there {till appear feveral ruins which feem to di-
itingyth themfelves from the general hea-ps,biv famemarks
of agreater ftrength,and magnificence. Asfirf ,tmcg_f ie
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. CA_'am'm. Marcell. fuys the Greek and Roman Names of .;ficu ne:e ookl
arno_\‘eaﬁ the Natives of this Country: which is the reafon Lhu.n\d’jhphc:;_
retainsrei~irft Oriental Namesar this day, Lib. 14. Hifl. non longl Binstis.,
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Gathedial Church dedicated to St Audrew, which flandy
t fag from the Sca fide, more high and confpicumisdéhzn
the ogher ruins. Secohdly, the Church of St. Yobn e tu-
telarBaint of this City. Thirdly, the Convent of the
Knighss Hofpirallers, a pla&- whof¢ remaining Walls fufhi-
giently teftity 10's ancient ﬂrcngtkiu And not far from
the Cotivent, the Palace of the Grind Mafter of that Or-
der. Tae magnificence of which tay be guefs'd from a
large Swair-care, and part of a Church ftill remaining 1n it.
Fourthly,{fome i~mains of a large Church formerly belong-
ing to a Nunnery, of which they tell this memorable ftory.
The Turks*hayiug prefsd this City with a long and fu-
rious Siege, a¥ict enter'd it By Storm, May 19. 1201. In
which grea., ¢xtrénity, the Abbefs of this Nunnery, fear-
ng 181t «he, and tyofe under her care, might be forced
to {ubmit to {uch BMtialities, as are ufual in cafes of that
deplorable Nature, u[;ed this cruel but generous means for
fecuring both her felf, and them: fhe fummon’d all her
flack rogether, and exhorted them to cut and mangle their
faces, as the only way to preferve their Virgin purity.
And to fhew how much fhe was in earneft, the immed:-
ately beggm before them all, to make her {elf an Example
wn Counfel. The Nuns were {8 animated by this
refolution, and pattern of the Abbefs, that they
began Jnftantly to follow her Example, cutting off theit
Nofes, 3gd disfiguring their faces, with {uch terrible gathes,
as migh, excite horrour rather than luftfu] defires in the
Beb. ,é‘:s The confequence of which was, that the Soul-
Ciers byeaking into the Nunnery, and iceing inftead of
hofe béanufu waacy expected, fuch tragical {pecta-
cles, took 2:s€venge for their difappointed lufls by putting
them.2ll o the Sword. Thus reftoring them, as in Cha-
rity we may fuppofe, 10 a new, and inviolable beauty.
But to go on, many other ruins here are of Churc‘h::},&‘
lavcs,‘ma{tcria, Forts, ¢oc. ~extending for mory’than
hit¥a MPle in length : 1 all which you may difceriymarks
of 12 asuciy_ftseageh, as if every Building in the ‘Wity,

had oeen contrivd for War, and Defence. B
ut
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But that which pleafed us moft at Acra, was to find the

rench Conful Monfieur /' Empereur there: who had
been*% generous as to make a halt of two days, in éx-
pedtation of our arrival, Bug he had ftaid to the utmoft
extent of his time, and therefore refolv’d to fet forvard
again, the ncxt Mornfng. Our greateft difficulty was to
determine which Roagi to take, whether that upon the
Coalt by Czfareaanc Joppa; or that by Nazareth; ora
middle way beitween both the other, over the Plain of
Efdracion. :

The caufe of this uncertainty was, the embroylments
and fations that were then among(t the Atabs: which
made us defirous to keep as far as pollible out of their way.
*Tis the policy of ths Turks always”to fow divifions
amonglt thefe wild People, by fettiig up feveral heads
over their Tribes, often depofing the bld, and placing new
ones in their ftead. By which Art they create contrary
Interefls, and Parties among(t them, preventing them from
ever uniting under any one Prince, which if they thould
have the fence to do, (being fo numerous and almoit the
fole Inhabitants thereabouts (they might thake off the
Turkih yoak, and make themfelves fupream La:gs of the
Country.

Butrgowever ufeful thefe difcords may be to the Turks
1n this refpect, yet a Stranger 1s fure.to fuffer by, them:
being made a prey to each Party, according, as he aappens
to come in their way : avoiding which abufesy we re-
folv'd to take the middle way, as the moft fecufemt this
time.

Monday, Masi -ix

According to which purpofe, we fet out early thenext
Morning from Atra, having with us 2 hand of Turkith
Svaldiers for our fecurer Convor. Our Road Tay for about
halfan hour along by the iide of the Bay of J¢ra; and
then, arriving at the bottom of the Bay, we turnidSouth.
ward, Here we pafs'd a fmall River which we took to
be Belus , tamous for 1t’s Sand, which 75 faid to be an II::I

ce
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cellent material for making Glafs, asalfo to have mipi-
'd the firft occafion and hint of that invention. /w

Here we began to declinc from the Sea Coafl upon
which we had Travelled {o many days before, and to draw
off more Eafterly, croflidg obliqyely over the Plain, and

«Jn o good hours we arrivd at i;'s farther fide, where it is
bounded by Mount Carmel. Here you tind a narrow Val-
ley letting you out of the Plain ofA4ra into that of £f-
draelon. Hereabouts is the end of the Tribe of 4fber, and

‘the beginning of that of Zabulon, the borders of thefe two
Tmbes being thus defcribed, ofb. 10. 26.

Paffing thro’ the narrow Vailey which makes a commu-
nication between the two Pfains, we arriv'd in twa hours
at that Ancient River, the River Kifbon, which cuts his
way down the mh&dle of the Plain of £fdraclon, and then
continuing his Cotrfe clofe by the fide of Mount Carmel,
falls into the Sea, ata place called Cappha. In the con-
dition we faw 1t, it’s W aters were low, and inconfiderable :
but in paffing along the fide of the Plain, we difcern’d the
tracks of many Icfler Torrents, falling down into it from
the Mountains: which muft needs make it {well exceed-
ingly yeon fuddain Raius, as doubtlefs 1t attually did at

ruction of Sifera’s Holt, 7uds. 5~ 21. In three hours

and 4 half from A7fbon we came to a {mall Brook, near
whick was an old Village and a good Aane called Legun? :

Not fal from which we took up our Quarters this Night.

From yhis place we had a large profpect of the Plain of
Efdvdelon, sghich is of a vaft extent, and very fertile, but
nncul'r’ivateg\ only ferving the Arabs for palturage. At
about fix orf% rs diftance Eaftward ftood within
view Nazarerh, and the two Mounts 7 zbor and Hermon.
We were fufficiently inftruéted by experience, what the

holy Pfaluy, by the Dew of Hermon, our Tents
bein et with it, kg had rain’d all Night. Aretbut

a Milesfliftance from us was @hcamp’d Chibly, Emir of the
Arabsy ' with his People and Cattle; and below upon the
Brook Kifbow, lay encamped another Clan of the Arabs

being the adverfe Party to Chibly. Wehad much the lefs
H fauif-
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{misfattion in this place, for being feated in the midfk; be-
tweda two fuch bad Neighbours. Opr Stage this da(ﬁ

in all eight hours; our courfe South Eaft by South, or
thereabout. ¢
Tucfday, Mar.23.

Leaving this Lodging we arriv’d in one third of an hour
atthe Amn’s Tents, who came out in Perfon to take his
Duties of us. 'We paid him * two Caphars, viz. one of LZa-
gune, and another of Jeneer, and befides the Caphars,
whatever elfe he was pleas'd to demand. He eafed usin
a very courteous manner of {ome of our Coats which now
(the heat both of the Climate and Seafon encreafing
upon us) began to grow not only fuperfluous but bur-
denfom. s

Getting quit of Chrbly we turn’d out of the Plain of £-
draelon, and enter’d into the Precinls of the half Tribe of
Manaffes. From hence our Road lay for about four hours
thro’ narrow Valleys, pleafantly wooded on both fides.
After which, crofling another {mall fruitful Plain, we
came in halt an hour to Caphar Arab, where we Lodged.
Qur whole Stage exceeded not five hours; o' Courfe
being near as the day before. _}

Wednefday, Mar.24. ¥
Having paid our Caphar we fet out very early “he next
Morning, and leaving firlt 4rab, and then RH’ZE’ (two
Mountain Villages) onthe right hand, we 27rived in ome
hour at a fair Fountain call'd Selee; takang it's Name
from an adjacent Village. In oncMour moiz we came to
Sebafta. Here you leave the borders of the half Tribe of
Manaffes, and enter mto thofe of the Tribe of Epbraim.
Sebafta is the Ancient Samaria,, i filipanal Cuy of
the tan Tribesafter their rexe'crom the Houfel§é David.
It loft ir’s former Name in the time of Herod the great,
who rais'd it froma ruin'd to 2 moft Magnificent flate, and
called it, in honour of Augrffus Ceefar, Sebafla. It is fi-
* For both Caphars, cight por Frank, and three per Servane.

tuate
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tyate upon 2 long Mount of an oval figure, having firft a
fgnicful Valley, and, then a ring of Hills running pdund
akoutit. ‘Thisgreat City 15 now wholly convertd into
Ghrdens; and all the toiens that remain, to teftify that
there has ever beesi fuch & place,yare only, on the North
didesa large fquare Piazza, encorppafs’'d with Pillars, and
on the Eaft fome poor remains of a great Church, faid 1o
have been built by the Emprefs Alelena, over the place
where St. Fobn Buptift was both imprifon’d and beheaded.
*In the Body of the Church you go down a Suair-cafe, into
the very Dpngeon, where that holy Blood was fhed. The
Turks ( ofJl w Eom here are afew poor Families ) hold this
Prifon in great Veneration, and over it have erefted a
fmali Mofque; but for 2 Little piece of Money they fuffer
you to go 1n and {austy your curiofity at pleafure,
Leaving S¢hafta we pafs'd in half an hour by Sherack,
and in another halfhour by Barfeba, two Villages on the
right hand; and then entring 1nto a narrow Valley, lying
Ealt, and Wclt, and water'd with a fine Rivulet, we ar-
rived m one hour at Naplofa. .
Naplofa 1s the Ancient Sychem, or Sychar, asit 1s term'd
in e w Teltament. 1t {tands in g narrow Valley be-
twee} Mount Gerizan on the South, and £bs/on the
Norgh, being butlt at the foot of the former, for fo the
fitwation, both of the City and Mountains islaid down by
_Zajépbw, Antig. Jud. Lib. 5. Cap.9. Gerizim (f{ays he)
angeth over Sychem, and Lib. 4. Cap. ult. Mofes com-
‘manded towgreét an Alar toward the Eaft, not far from
Sychem, beren Mount Gerizim on the right hand, (that
15 to one lockiTy EAMWard on the South? and Hebal on
the left (thatis on the North ) which fo plainly affigns the
polition of thefe two Mountains, that it may be wonder'd,

how Geo uld come te differ fo much aboutit;
or foraffhat reafon Mmghomius {hould place theui both
on thefame fide of the Valley of Sychers. From Mount

Gerizim it was that God commanded the Bleffings to be
pronounced upon the Children of Zfrael, and from Monnt
Ebal the Curles, Deat. 11. 1_119. Upon the formcggic

2 a-
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Sawaritans, whofe chief refidence ishere at Sychem, Have
a {nisd] Temple or place of Worfhip ; to which they 2%
ftill wont to repair, at certain feafons, for performance Af
the Rites of their Religion. 'What thefe Rutes are I could
not certainly learn : bué that their Religion confifts in the
adoration of a Calf, askhe Jews give out, feems to'nave
more of {pite than of truth mn 1t.

Upon one of thefe Mountains alfo it was that God com-
manded the Children of Zfrae/to fet up great Stones, pla-,
fter'd over and infcribed with the Body of their Law; and
to eret an Altar and to offer Sacrifices, feafting, and re-
joycing before the Lord, Dewt. 27. 4. but now whether
Gerizim or Ebal was the place appointed for this Solem-
nity, there is {ome cauie to doubt. The Hebrew Penta-
teuch, and ours from 1t, afligns Mount Ebal for this ule,
but the Samaritan aflerts 1t o Gerizim.

Our Company halting a little whie at Naphfa, 1 had
an opportunity to go and vifit the chief Prieff.af the Sa-
maritans, 1n order to difcourfe with him, about this 1nd
fome other dithcultics occuring in the Pentateuch : which
were recommended to me to be enquird abour by the
Learned Monfieur¥ob Ludolphus,Author of the Atizeeick
Hiftory, when 1 vifited him at Francéford, in my E’nﬂégc
thro’ Germany. !

As for the difference between the Hebrew, and Samari-
tan Copy, Deut. 2. 4. before cited ; the Prieft préiended
the Jews had malicioufly alter'd their Text, out of dium
to the Samaritans; putting, for Gerizim, F/k/, upon no
other account, but only becaufe the Sjgmééans Worfhip-
ped 1n the former Mountain, which they would have, for
that reafon, not to be the true place, appointed by God
for his Worthip, and Sacrifice. To confirm this he pleaded
thag Fbal was the Mountain of (rnfhg, Dby, 11. 29,
and in i's own nature an xpt€afant place: b#ton the
contrary Gerizim was the Mountain of Blefling By God’s
own appointment, and alfo in it’s {elf fertile and delight-
ful ; from whence he inferr'd a probability that this latter
muft have been the true Mountain, appointed for lholiié

eu-
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igious feftivals, Deut.27. 4. and not (as the Jewsh
ruptly written it) FHebal. We obferv'd 1t to b€ in

meafure true that which he pleaded concernfig the
nafure of both Mougtains; for tho’ neither of the Moun-
{tailis, has mpeh to‘éaﬂ- of as to their pleafantnefs, yet as
one paffes between them, Gerizim feems to difcover a
fomewhat more verdant fruitful afpeét than £bal. Therea-
fon of which may be, becaufe frontidg towards the North,
it is fhelter’d from the heat of the Sun by it's own fhade:
whereas Zbal looking Southward and receiving the Sun
that comes direétly upon it, muft by confequence be ren-
der’d more {corched and unfrgitful. The Samaritan Prieft
could not fay that any of thofe great Stones, which God
directed Fofbua 1o fet up, were now to be feen in Monnt
Gerizim : which, were they now extant, would determine
the queftion clearly' on his fide.

I enquir'd of him tiext what fort of Animal he thought
thofe Selave might be, which the Children of Zfrael were
fo long fed with in the'Wildernefs, Numb.1 1. He anfwer’d,
they were a fort of Fowls ; and by the defcription, which
he gave of them, I perceiv’d he meant the fame kind with
our s. I asked him whathe thought of ZLocafts, and
whethgr the Hiftory might not be better accounted for,
{fuppofng them to be the winged Creatures that fell {o
thick about the Camp of Zfrae/? but by his anfwer it ap-
pear'd, he had never heard of any fuch Hypothefis. Then
1 demanded of him what fort of Plant or Fruit the Da-
daim or ( aWwe Tranflate it ) Mandrakes were, which
Leah gave to Rachel, for the purchafe of her Husband’s
embraces ? he fai tﬁ'were Plants of a large leaf, bearing
a certain fort of Frui, in fhape refembling an Apple, grow-
ing ripe in Harvelt, but of anill favour, and not whol-

[ome. By { them was to help Conceptign,
being laafunder the Ge od. That the Women were
often wofit fo to-apply t, at this day, out of an opinion

of 1's prolifick virtue. - Of thefe Plants I faw feveral af-
terwards in the way to Ferufalem, and if they were fo

common in Mefopotamia, as we faw tl}'cm hereabout, o:}:.
mu
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either conclude that thefe could not be the trpe
wdrakes (Dudaim) or elfe it would puzzle a g
Critich to give a reafon, why Rachel fhould purche
fuch vulgar thingsat fo belov'd and contefted a price., -

This Prieft fhew'd me a Copy of thic Samaritan Penta-
teuch, but would not be perfwaded to part with it'upon"
any confideration. He had likewife the firft Vol. of the
Englith Polyglot, wlkich he feem'd to efteem equally with
his own Manufcript. : )

Naphfa is at prefent, ina very mean condition, ifi
comparifon of what it is reprefented to haye been an-
ciently. It confifts chiefly pt two Streets lying parallel,
under < Mount Gerizim, but 1t is full of People, and the
Seat of a Baffu.

Having paid our Caphar here, we fet forward again in
the Evening, and proceeding in the .ame narrow Valley,
between Gerizim and Ebal ( not abeve a furlong broad )
we faw on our right hand juft without the City, a {mall
Mofque, faid to have been built over the Sepulcher, pur-
chafed by Facob of Emmor the Father of Shevbem, Gen.33.
19. It goes by the Name of Fofeph’s Sepulcher, his Bones

having been herg, interc’d after their Tranfporvtjon out
of Egypt, Jofb. 24. 32. {

_ Atabout one third of an hour from Naplofa, w:came
to Jacobs Well, famous, not only upon account of it’s Au-
thor, but much more for that memorable Conference,
which our Bleffed Saviour here had with the Woman of
Samaria, Fohn 4. 1f it thould be queftion’d 'whether this
be the very Well that it is pretended forsr no, feeing it
may be fufpected, to ftand too ré&RSTE trom Sychar, for
‘Women to come fo far to draw Water ? it is anfwer'd, that
probably the City extended farther this way in former
times than it does now, as may be geeifbed’y from fome

teces of a very thick W all, A& to be feen iofar from

nce. Over the Well “there flood formerly a large
Church ; erefted by that great and devous Patronefs of
the Ably-Land, the Emprefs Felena. But of this the
voracity of time, aflilted by the hands of the Turks, lhsfc_s
eft
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tnothing but a few Foundations remaining. The Wil
ver'd at prefent E'ith an old ftone Vault; into wifich
v&u are let down thro’ a very ftrait hole, and then re-
"mving a broad f?&&one you difcover the Mouth of the
afell it Q:g_ﬁ,lt-i ug in 1 firm Rock, and contains about
'shr&$Yyards in diameter, and thirty five in depth : five of
which we found full of Water. This confutes a Story,
commonly told to Travellers, who¥do not take the pains
to éxamine the Well, v7z. that it isdry all the Year round,
Txcept on the Anniverfary of that day on which our
Blefled Sayiour fate upon it ; but then bubbles up with
abundance of Water. =
At this Well the narrow Valley of Sychem ends; open-
ing it felf into a wide Field, which 1s probably part of
that parcel of ground, given by %acob to his Son ofe{.:,
Fobn 4. 5. It is whterd with a freth Stream, ri -
tween it and Syches#, which makes it {o exceeding ver-
dant, and fruitful, that it may well be looked uvpon as 2
ftanding token of the tender affection of that good Pa-
triarch to the beft of Sons, Gex. 48. 22. '
From Pacobs Well our Road went Southward, along
a vegy “fiuious and ferule Valley. Haying pafs'd by two
Villags on the right hand, one called Howar, the other
Sawed; we arrived in four hours at Kawne Leban, and
Lodged there. Our whole Stage to day was about eight
hours, our Courfe variable between Eaft and South.

‘ane Leban {tands on the Ealt fide of a delicious Vale,
havinga e of the fame Name {tanding oppofite to it
on the other INg of the Vale. One of thofe places, either
the Kane or the Villa@® is fuppofed to have been the Le-
bonah mention'd Fud. 11. 19. To which both the Name
and Situation {eem to agree.

8, Mar.25.
Frotef Kane Leban our Road lay thro’ 2 more Moun-
tainous and Rocky Counsry; of which we had a Speci-
men as foon as we were mounted the next Morning. QOur

firlt task being to climb 2 very craggy and difficult Moun-
tain.
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tyn. In three quarters of an hour we left, at fomedi-
ftawce on the right hand a Village called Cinga, andyi
one hour more, we enter'd into a very narrow Vallly,
between two high Rocky Hills, ¢ the farther end ot
which we found the ruins of  Village; and of a Moga -
ftery. In this very place, or hereabouts, 7acos’s Brasel is*
fuppofed to have been: where he had his {tony Couch
made eafy, by that beaufying vifion of God, and of the
Angels afcending, and defcending, on a ladder reaciung
from Earth to Heaven, Gen. 28. Near this place are t
limits feparatung between Fphraim and Bengamin, Fofb.
18. 13. g

From hence we pafs'd thro’ large Olive yards, and
having left firft Geeb and then Selwid (two Arab Villa-
ges ) on the right hand, we came 1n an hour and a half
to an old way cut with great labour Gver a Rocky Preci-
pice, and in onc hour more we arrwed at Seer. This is
the place to which Fomathan fled from the revenge of his
Brother Abimelech, Fudg. 9. 21. It 1s fuppos'd alfo to be
the fame with Michmas, 1 Sam. 14.

Beer enjoys a very pleafant fituation, on an eafy decli-
vity fronting Southwards. At the bottom of theHyll, it
has a plentiful Fountain of excellent Water, from'which
it has 1t’s Name. At 1's upper {ide are remains of an old
Church built by the Emprefs Helenay in memory of the
Bleiled Virgin, who when fhe went in queit of the Child
Jefus, as it 1s related, Lake 2. 24. came, (as tradition adds)
to this City; and not finding Him wh:?{: Soul loved

i the Company, fhe fate down weary agh penfive at io
fad a difappointment in the very pi@e Where the Church
now ftands, Bat afterwards returning to Ferufalen the
had her maternal fears turned into joy, when the found

Him fitting in the Temple amongft ¢} wags,both hear-
ang them and asking them qugfohs. :":\ )

All along this day’s T#vel from Kane Leban to Beer,
and alfo as far as we could fee round, the Country difco-
verd a quite ditferent face from what 1t had before : pre-
fenuing nothing to the view, in molt places but naked

Rocks.
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Ocks, Mounrains, and Precipices. At fight of whach,
llgrims are apt te be much aflonifh’d and baulK'd in
eir expectations; finding that Country in fuch an in-
Yolpitable condigigh, cogeerning whofe pleafantnefs, and
ad before form'd In their Minds fuch high
1d’s from the défeription given of 1t, in the word of
God : Infomuch that it almoft ftaytles theif Fauh, when
they retlett, how it could be poflible, for a kand like
this, to fupply food for 1o prodigions a number of Inha-
bitants, as are faid to have been poll'd in the twelve
Tribes at ene time ; the {fum given in by Joab, 2 Sam. 2.4.
amounting to no lefs tham thirteen hundred thoufand
fighung Men, befides Women and Children.  Bur 1t is
certain that any Man, who 1s not a litle biafs'd to In-
fidelity before, may fee as he pafles along arguments
enough to fupport his Faith agamft fuch feruples.

For 1t 1s obvious for any one to obferve, that thefe
Rocks, and Hills muft have been anciently cover’d with
Esrth, and cultivated and made to contribute to the main-
tenance of the Inhabitants no lefs than it the Country
had begg all plain, nay perhaps much more; forafmuch
as®4ch a Mountainous and unevew furfice, attordsa
larger fpace of ground for culuvation than this Country
would amount 10, if 1t were all reduced to a perfe(t leyel.

For the husbanding of thefe Mountains, their manner
was to gather up the Stones, and place them in feveral
lines, alagy the fides of the Hills, in form of a Wall. By
fuch bor%cy {fupported the mould from tumbling,
or being walMed down:, and form'd many beds cf excel-
lent fo&, rifing gﬁn.ﬂly one zbove another from the
bottom to the top of the Mountains.

Of this formgf culture you fee evident footfteps where-
‘ggz=r yopsfo in allty fountains of Palefline. Thusthe
véry Mbcks were made TPl And perhaps there s no
fpet of ground 1n this whole Land, that was not former-
ly improv’d, to the production of fomething or other,
miniftring to the fufterance of human life. For than the

plain Countrys mothing can be more fruitful, whezl;_cr
I cor
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for the production of Corn or Cattle, and confequent]®
of Mnlk. The Hills, tho’ improper for all Cattle, except
Goats, yet being difpofed into fuch beds as are afore de-
fcrib'd, ferv'd very well to bear, Conia Melons, Goard,
Cucumbers, and {uch like Gardeh {taffy whivh makes the
principal food of thefe Countries for feveral Months ifpthe
Year. The moft Rocky parts of all, which could not
well be adjufted in that manner for the production of
Corn, might yet ferve for the Plantation of Vines;and
Oliyg Trges; which delight to extralt the one it's fatnefs,
the other it’s fpr:ghtlivjjulce, chiefly out of fuch dry and
Hinty places. And the greate Plain joyning to the dead
Sea, which, by reafon of it’s faltnefs, might be thought
unferviceable both for Caule, Corn, Olives, and Vines,
had yetit’s proper ufefulnefs, for the nourifhment of Bees,
and for the Fabrick of Honey : "of which Fofépbus gives us
his Teftimony De Lell. Jud. Lib.5.Cap.4. And 1 haverea-
fon to believe ity becanfe when I was there, I perceiv'd in
many places a fmell of Honey and Wax, as ftrong as if ene .
had been in-an Apiary. Why then might not this Coun-
try very well maiutain the vaft number of it’s Inhabitants,
being in every part. {o produétive of either Milk, Covn,
Wine, Oyl, or Honey? which are the principal focd of
thefe Eaftern Nations: the conftitution of their Bodies,
and the nature of their Clime, enclining them to a more
abltemious diet than we ufe in England, and other colder
Regions. But I haften to Ferafalem.

Leaving Brer, we proceeded, as before in = fude {tony
Country, which yet yielded us the fight-4t feveral old
roin’d Villages. In two hours andee third we came to
the top of a Hill, from whence we had the firlt profpect
of Yerufalem ; Rama anciently call'd Gibeah of Saul being
within view on the right hand, an sof’ Fericho,
and the Mountains of Gile the l«fc.  In owx hour
more we approached the Walls of the holy City; birt we
could not enter immediately, it being necelfary firft to fend
a Meﬂ'en%er to acquaint the Governour of our Arrival,
and to defice liberty of Entrance. 'Without which pre-

ceeding
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eding Ceremony, no Frank dares come within the Walls,
¢ therefore pailed aleng by the Weft fide of the‘City,
d coming to the Corner above Aethleben Gares made 2
op there, in ordgto expelt the return of our Meflen-
T, e waitdd above half an hour, when he
ht us our permiffion, and we enter’d accordingly at
Betblehern Gate. It 1s required of all Franks unlefs they
happen to come in with {fome pudlick Miniftey, to dif-
mount at the Gate, to deliver their Arms and enter on
foot : but we coming in company with the h Conful,
had the priviledge to enter mounted, and arm'd.  Juft
within the Gate, we turngd up a Street on the left hand
and were conducted by the Conful 10 his own houfe, with
moft friendly and generous invitations to make that our
home, as long as we fhould continue at Jerafalems. Having
taken a little refrefhment, we went to the Ladun Convent,
at which all Frankt Pilgrims are wont to be entertained.
The Guardian, and Friars receiv’d us with many kind
wgjcomes ; and kept us with them at Supper: after which
we returned to the French Coanful's to Bed:  And thus
we continued to take our Lodging at the Confuls, and our
Bagrd With the Friars, during our whale ftay at Ferafalem.

Friday, MMar. 26, .
The next day being Good Friday in the Latin Style,
the Conful was obliged to go into the Church of the Se-
pulcher, in order to keep his Feaft; whither we accom-
~panied hi altho’ our own Eafler was not till a week
after theirs. WYe found the Church doors guarded by fe-
veral Fanizaries, pod other Turkifh Officers ; who are
placed here to watch, that none enter in, but fuch as have
firft pad their appointed Caphar. This 1s more or lefs ac-
rpordingt X , or the Charalter of the Perfons
&r. For Frank¥®d js ordinanily fourteen Dollars
per J#ad, unlefs they are Ec%cﬁaiticks, for in thatcafe 1t
“is"but haif-fo much.
Having once paid this Caphar you may go in and out
gratis asoften as you pleafe du]ring the whole Feait: p;oti'
2 vide
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vided you tuke the ordinary opportuniues, in which g
cuffdmary to open the doors: ut 1t you would ha
them opgn’d at any time out of the common courfe, pu
polely for your own private occafieq, then the firft ef-
pence muft be paid again. ¢ Y e

The Pilgrims being all admitted this day, ﬁltf"ch"&i&'l
doors were lock’d in the evening, and open’d no more ull
Eafter day ; by which we were kept in a clofe, but very
happy confinement for three days. We {pentour ume in
viewing the Seremonies practis'd by the Latins at this Fe-
(v, aud in viiting the. feveral holy places: all which
we had opportunity 1o furvey with as much frcedom, and
dcliberation as we pleafed.

And now being got under the facred Roof, and having
the advantage of {o much leifure and freedom, I might
expatiate in a large delcription of the fgveral holy places,
which thisChurch (asa Cabinet) contains in it. Butthus
would bea fuperfluous prolixity. fo many Pilgrimis having
difcharg’d this office with fo much exactneis alresdy, gnd
efpecially oyr Learned fagacious Country-man Mr Sandys:
wEo[’e deferipuons and draughis, both of this Church,
and allo of the other remarkable places 1 and avout Fe-
yu/alem, mult be dcknowledged fo faithful, and petfect,
that they leave very little to be added by after Commers,
and nothing to be corrected. 1 fhall contznt my felf there-
fore, to r1clate only what pafled in the Church during
this Feftival, faying no more of the Church it felf, than
Jult what is necelfary to make my account ingiigible.

The Church of the holy Sepulcher 15 fSunded upon
Mount Calvary, which is a fmall Emigency or Hill upon
the greater Mouant of <Morrah. 1t wis anciendy appro-
priated to the execution of Malefaltors, and therefore fhut
out of the Walls of the City, asan cxgeabisand polluted

lace. But fince it was made :..pm’.lzar_on whiei, was of-
FLr'd ap the precious, and<suuflicient Sacrifice fiy the
Sins of the whole World, it has recoverd it felf frum-
that infamy, and has been always reverenc’d and reforted
to with fuch devotion by all Chriftians, that it has at-
' tracted



Journey from dleppo to Ferufalem. g
tra the City round abat 11, and {tands now 1n the
1§t of Ferufalern, a preaypart of the Hill of Siom betvig

out of the Walls'to make room for the admifljon of
Callary.
brder to wfing of this Hill for the Foundation
y the firlt Founders were obliged 1o reduce it
to 2 plain Area, which they did by cutting down feveral
parts of the Rock, and by clcvatmg()thcrs. Buc in this
work care was taken, thatnone of thofe parts of Qe Hill,
'which were reckon’d to be more immediarehpequeern’d in
our Blefled Lord’s Paffion fhouldebe alter'd or d:ivimmited:
Thus that Yery part of Calvary, where they fay Choit
was falten'd to, and lifted vpon his Crofs is left enure,
being about ten or twelve yards {quare, and {tunding at
this day fo high above the Common floor of the Church,
that you have 21 {teps or ftairs to go up to1t’s top: and
the holy Sepulcher w felf, which was at firft a2 Cave
hewn 1nto the Rock under ground, having had the Rock
cut Away from 1t all round, is now as it were a Grotto

¢ ground. .

The Church is lefs than one hundred paces long, and
not more #han fixty wide: and yet 1s fo contrived, thatit
is fuBpofed to contain under it’s Roof tdelve or thirteen
Sanctuaries, or places confecrated to a more than ordina-
ry veneration, by being reputed to have fome particular
alt'ons done in them rclatng to the Death, and Refur-
rection of Chrift.  As firft, the place where he was de-
rided by {hﬁ%m: {fecondly, where the Souldiers di-

vided his Gartats @ thirdly, where he was fhut up, whilft
they dig’d the Moie ggufet the foot of the Crofs in, and
made all ready for &iis Crucifixion: fourthly, where he
was nailed to the Crofs: fifthly, where the Crofs was
ereCted : fixchly, owhere the Sonldiers flood that j)ierccd
Zﬂ's fide: fventhly, wirerg his Body was anointed 1n of-
er to s Burial: eightly, Whare his Body was depolited
Sepulcher: ninthly, where the Angels appear'd to

the Women afier his Refurretion : tenthly, where Chrift
Himfelt appear’d 1o Mary Magdalen,&e. The places w}l‘:c?:
thefe
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thefe and many other things sglaung to our Bleffed v ord"
are {aid to have been done, aréwall fuppofed to be contain’
within the narrow precinéts of this Church, and are alldi-
{tinguifhed and adorned with fo many feveral Altars.

In Gallertes round about thte Chuxci, and alfe-1n Litde
Buildings annext to it on the out {ide, are céitairfaapard,
ments for the reception of Fryars and Pilgrims, and '
thefe places almoft ¢very Chriftian Nation anciently main-
tain’'d 2 imall Socicty of Monks; each Society having it’s
proper qpe..cr allign’d to it, by the appointment of th
“LArkS” Such as the Latins, Greeks, Syrians, Armenians
Aby(lines,Georgians, Neftorjans, Cophtites, Maronites,do.
all which had anciently their feveral apartments in the
Church. But thefe have all, except four, forfaken their
Quarters: not being able to {uftain the fevere rents, and
extortions, which their Turkith |.andlords 1mpofe upon
them. The Latins, Greeks, Armunians, and Cophtites
keep their footing {hill.  But of thefe four the Copuites
have now only one poor reprefencative of their Nation
lef. And the Armenians are run fo much m debt, “tnat
‘tis fuppofed they are haftning apace to follow the exam-
ples ofﬁcir Brethren, who have deferted before them.

Belides their leveral apartments, each Fraternity have
their Alwars, and Sanétuary, properly and diftinétly allot-
ted to their own ufe. At which places they have a pe-
culiar right to perform their own Divine Service, and to
exclude other Nations from them.

But that which has always been the grewt prize con-
tended for by the feveral Sels, is the comand, and ap-
propriation of the holy Sepulcher »cA privilege conteited
with fo much unchriftian fory, and animofity, efpecially
between the Greeks and Latins, that in difputing, which
Party [hould go into it to celebrate gher=hfafs; they have
fometimes proceeded to bl nd wounds &ven at the
very door of the Sepulcﬂe};?‘smingling their ow..blood
with their facrifices. An evidence of which fury th#¥a-
ther Guardian fhewed us in a great fcar npon his Arm,
which he z0ld us was the mark of a wound, given him

by



by R qturdy Greck Prieft iff one of thefe unholy Wars,
"!S‘{]}_lcan expect ever w fedthefe holy places refcued from
heévhands of Infdels? or if they fhould be recdverd,
what deplorable cun::iffs might be expected o follow about
thep? Teeing cecifin thcirgrcﬁ:nt State of Captivity, they
tﬂr\:[{uﬂe the occafion of fuch unchritian rage, and ani-
ofity. :
. For putting an end to. theﬁ:"'infam&us Quarrels, the
E‘Brcnch King 1nterpos’d, by a Letter t rand Vifier
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out twelve years fince: requefting him to

oly Sepulcher to be put into the hands of the Latins,
according to the tenour of the Capitulation, made in the
year 1673. the confequence of which Letter and of other
inftances made by the French King was, that the holy Se-
pulcher was appropriated to the Latns; this was not ac-
complifb’d till the yelr 1690. they alone having the pri-
vilege to fay Mafs ir’ it~ And tho’ it be permitted to
ChriRians of all Nations to go into it for their private de-
PAs, yet none may folemnize any publick office of

Rel:gion there but the Latins. ’

Tpfae dayly employmeng of thefe Reclufes is to trim the
Lamps, and to make devotional vilits aad proceflions to
the feveral Sanctuaries in the Church. Thus they fpend
their time, many of them for four or {ix years together.;
nay {o far are fome tranfported with the pleafing contem-
plations in which they here entertain themfelves, that
they will never come out to their dying day, burying
themf{elves NFWCTC) alive in our Lord’s Grave.

The Latins, Wwf whom there are always about ten or
twelve refiding at thg€hurch, with a Prefident over them,
make every day a folemn proceflion, with Tapers, and
Crucifixes, and other proceflionary folemnities, to the fe-
veral Santpeifes: fingiog at every one of them a Laua
Hymn rplfting to the {ubjet of each place. Thefe La-

' g more palite and exact in their funétions than
the other Monks here refiding, and alfo our converfation
being chiefly with them, I will only defcribe their Cere-
menies, without taking motice of what was done by

5 others,
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others, who did not fo mi
vation. X
Their Ceremony begins on GOQS Friday night, which
is call'd by them the nox zeneprofadand is oblery’d with
fuch an extraordinary {'olcmﬁi_ty, tﬁ:h canadt gphip,
give a particular defeription of :t. il
As foon as it grew dusk, all the Fryars, and Pilgrims’
were conven'd in jZie Chappel of the Apparition ( whichk

1s a {mall ey on the North {ide of the Holy Graye
possasnif to the apartments of the Latins ) in order t
go 1n a procellion round the Church.  Buw betore the

tet out, one of the FryarsePreached a Sermon in Italian
in that Chappel. He began his difcourde thue; 7n guefla
notte tenebrofu, dye. at which words all the Candles were
inftantly put out, to yicld a livelier Image oi the occa-
fion. And fo we werc held by th "%l'ﬁ.‘a(‘hcf for near half
an hour very much in the dark. kl&:rmon being l?aged,

every Perfon prefent had a large lighted Taper puf o
his hand, as if 1t were to make amends for the formekda =,
nefs, and the Crucilixes and other Utenlils were difposd
in order for beginning the procellion. Amongft the other
Crucifixes thereswas one of a very large fize, whick bore
upon 1t the Image of our Lord as big as the Life. The
JImage was faften’d to it with greart nails, Crown’d with
Thorns, befmear'd with Blood, and fo exquifitly was 1t
form'd, that it reprefented in a very lively manner the
lamentable {pectacle of our Lord's Body, asgt hung upon
the Crofs. Thus Figure was carried alrl"z}lrff‘lé in the head
of the proceflion ; atter which the Company follow'd 10
all the Sanétuaries in the Churchﬂ?\{ging their appointed
Hymn at every one. '

The firft place they vifited was that of the Pillar o
Flagellation, alarge piece of which is kep\thql litele Gel
juft at the door of the Chappel of the apparition, Thete-
they fung their proper Hymn, and another Fr;}FﬂmE-
tain'd the Company with a Sefmon in Spanifh, ‘touching
the fcourging of our Lord.

From



rom hence they prgfeeded in folemn order to the
rifon of Chrift, where gey pretend he was fecur’d whillt
Souldiers made things ready for his Crucifixich: here
‘likewife they fung tféir Hymn,and a third Fryar Preach'd
in French.
Brom the Prifon ey went to the Altar of the divi-
vifion of Chrift’s Garments: where they only fung their

Hyn, without adding any Sermo .

Having done here, they ad vanc’dM Chappel of the
Derifion, at which," after their Hymn, they Tadafovth
Sermon ( 3s I remember ) 1n French.

From this place they went up to Calvary leaving thei
Shooes at the bottom of the Stairs. Here are two Altars to
be vifited ; one where our Lord is fuppofed to have been
nailed to his Crofs. Another where his Crofs was ereéled.
At the former of thefe they laid down the great Crucifix,

which I but now 8efcribed ) upon the floor, and aéted
aRind of a refemblance of Chrilt’s being nail'd to the

rghs ; and after the Hymn, one of the Fryars Preached
another Sermon in Spanifh, upon the Crucifiion.

From hence they removed to the adjoyning Altar where
the Crof§ is fuppos'd to have been ereéted, bearing the
Image of our Lord’s Body. Atthis Altar is a hole m the
natural Rock, faid to be the very fame individual one,jn
which the foot ofour Lord’s Crofs ftood. Here they fet
up their Crofs, with the bloody Crucified Image upon it,
and leaving it in that pofture, they firft fung their Hymn,
and then tfie Father Guardian, fitting in a Chair before it,
Preached a Paf{jon Scrmon in Italian.

At about one ygt and a halt diltance from the hole
in which the foowbt the Crofs was fix'd, is feen that me-
morable cleft in the Rock, faid to have been made by the
Earthquake which happen’d at the fuffering of the Geod
of Nature. When (as St. Marthew, Chap.27. v. 1. Wit-
nellgll ) rhe rocks rent and the very fmw.r were open'd.

N eleft, as to what naw appears of it, 1s about a {pan
wide atit’s upper part, and two deep ; after which it clofes:

but it opens again below, (as you may fee 1n another
K Chap-
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Chappel contiguous to the fide & Ca/vary ;) and runs ddvin
to an unknown depth in the Eavth.c That this rent wa>
made by the Earthquake, that Fappen'd at our Lotd’s.
Paflion, there is only tradition to prove : but that 1ujis
a nataral and genuine breach, "and nct counterfeited by
any Art, the lence and reafon of every one that {¥es 1t
may convince him; for the fides of it fit like two Tallys
10 each other, and y# it runs in {uch intricate windings %
could not wellks counterfeited by Art, norarrivd at by
- any-ieftraments. 2

The Ceremony of the Paffion being over and the Guar-
dian’s Sermon ended, two Fryars, perfonating the one 7o-
feph of Arimathea, the other Nicodemus, approach'd the
Crofs, and with amolt folemn concern’d air, both of afpet,
and behaviour, drew out the great Nails, and took down
the feigned Body from the Crofs. Tt was an Efhgies fo
contriv’d, that it’s Limbs were foft and flexible, as 1['2?:}:
had been real Fleth ; and nothing could be more {vrprifng,
than to fee the two pretended Mourners, bend dowlathe
Arms, which were before extended, and difpofe them upon
the trunk, in fuch a manner as 1s ufuval in Corpfes.

The Body being taken down from the Crofs, wan re-
ceiv'd ina fair large winding fheet, and carried down from
Calvary ; the whole Company attending as before, to the
Stone of Unction. This 1s taken for the very place where
the pretious Body of our Lord was anomted, and prepar'd
for the Burial, Joh.19. 39. Here they laid down their
imaginary Corps, and cafting over it feveral {weet Pow-
ders, and Spices, wrapt it up in the winding fheet : whillt
this was doing they fung their propee Hymn, and after-
wards one of the Fryars Preached 1n Arabick a Fuoneral
Sermon.

«Thefe Obfequies being finifhed, they carrfed off their
fancied Corps, and laid 1t in the Sepulcher :, fhutiing up
the door ull Eafker morning. And now afrer fo mapy
Sermons, and {o long, not to fay tedious, a2 Ceremény, 1t
may well be imagin'd” that the wearinefs of the Congre-
gation, as well as the hour of the night, made 1t needfe.
10 go to reft. 3 Satur-
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Satwr,

ay, Mar.27.
\T'he next morning pbthing extraordinary pafs'd, which
gave many of the Pilgrims leifure to have their Arms
mark’'d with the ufual erligns off Yerufalems. 'The Arufts
ywhe undertake the opggation do it in this manner. They
have {tamps iqyﬁ'cﬂecg;ny figure that you defire; which
shey firft print off upon your Arm yith Powder,of Char-
coal ; then taking two very fine Nc&#g, ty'd clofe toge-
ther, and dipping them often, like a Pen ifreertajn Ink,
compoundgd as I was inform'd of Gunpowder, and Ox-
Gall, they make with theng {mall pun&ures all along the
lines of the figure which they have printed, and then
wathing the part in Wine conclude the work. Thefe
punctures they make with great quicknefs and dexterity,
and with {carce any {mart, fe]ldom piercing fo deep as to

draw Blood.
n the Afternoon of this day, the Congregation was
afiynbled in the Area before the Holy Grave: where
e Fryars {pent fome hours in finging overthe Lamen-
tations of fererniah, which Function with the ufual pro-
Ecqion to the holy places was all thg Ceremony of this
ay.
Sunday, Mar. 28.

On Ealter morning the Sepulcher was again fet open
very early. The Clouds of the former morning were clear'd
up, and tue Fryars put on a face of joy and ferenity, as
1f it had been the real junéture of our Lord’s Refurrection.
Nor doubtlefs wasghis joy feigned, whatever their mourn-
u}F might be, Mbcing the day in which their Lenten

difciplines expir'd, and they were to come to a full belly

again. -
g'I‘he Mafs was celebrated this morning jult before the
HoJy Sepdicher, being the moft eminent place in the
urch, where the Father Guardian had a Throne ereled,
and being array'd in EpifcopalRebes, with a Miter on
his Head ; 1n the fight of all Ihlt:\ Turks, he gave the Hoft
A t0
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to all that were difpos'd to recyve it; not refufing Chis-
dren of feven or eight years old.\T hes office being ended.
we made our exit out of the Sepukeher, and returning to
the Convent din’'d with the Fryars.

After Dinner we took an opportunity to go and vaift”
fome of the remarkable places wéthput the City Wallss
We began with thofe on the North fide _ )

The firft place weavere conduéled to was a large Grar,
a litcle without Rawafcus Gate ; faid to have been fome
time the refidence of Yeremiah. On the left fide of 1t 1s
fhewn the Prophet’s Bed, being a fhelve on the Rock, about
eight foot from the ground, and not far from this, is the
place where they fay he wrote his Lamentations. This
place is at prefent a College of Dervifes, and 1s held in
great veneration by the Turks, and Jews, as well as Chri-
ttians.

The next place we came to was thofe famous Grpts
call'd the Sepulchers of the Kings ; but for what regjon
they go by that Name is hard 1o refolve : for it is cerbaun
none of the'Kings, either of 7frae/ or judah, were buried
here, the holy Scriptures alligning other places for their
-Sepultures : unlefs. it may be thought perhaps that Asze-
&iafy was here interrd, and that thefe were the Sepulchers
of the Sons of David, mention'd, 2 Chron. 32. 33. Who-
ever was buried here, this is certain that the place it felf
difcovers {o great an expence both of labour, and treafure,
that we may well fuppofe it to have been the work of
Kings. You approach to itat the Eaft fide, thro’ an en-
trance cut out of the natural Rock, which admits you into
an open Court of about torty {paces fgpare: cutdown into
the Rockowith which it is encompafs'a-nitead of “Walé
On the South fide ot the Court 1s a Portico nine paces
Jong and four broad, hewn likewife out of the natoral
Rock. Thishas a kind of Architrave running along 1t’s
front, adorn'd with Sculpire] of fruis, and Howersufdill.
difcernable, but by time pfuch defaced. At the end of the,
Portico on the 13‘_ h&ix’ﬂf you delcend to the pallage into
the Sepulchers. Thedoor is now {o obltruéted witk

Stones
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Stdes and rubbifh, that it s a thing of fome difficulty to
cgeep thro’ it. Buc wighingou arrive 1n a large fair Room,
;ﬁum feven or eight yafds fquare cut out of the ratural

ock. It’s fidesand Ceiling are {o exactly fquare, and it's
s {0 juft,that no Archeteét with Levels and Plummets
oou

d build 2 Room morgregular. And the wholeis fo firm,
and M call’d 2 Chamber hollow’d out
&t_ofle picce of Marble. From this Room, you pafs into

I think fix more one with another, R] of the {fame Fa-
brick with the firft. Of thefe the two imaermoft are
deeper thangthe reft, having a fecond defcent of about fix
or feven fteps into them.

In every one of thefe Rooms, except the firlt were Cof-
fins of Stone placed in Niches 1n the fides of the Chambers.
They had been at firft cover’d with handfome lids, and
carv'd with Garlands: but now moft of them were broke
10 pieces by facrilegibus hands. The fides and Ceiling of
thoQRooms were always dropping with the moift damps

nfing upon them. To remedy which nuifance, and to
preferve thefe Chambers of the dead polite and elean, there
was in eaclt Room a {mall channel cut in the Hloor, which
fervd to drain the drops that fall conftgpily into it.

But the mofk furprifing thing belonging to thefe fub-
terraneous Chambers was their doors; of which there is
only one that rematns hangiag, being left as 1t were on plfr-
pole to puzzle the beholders. 1t confifted of a plank of
Stone of about fix inches in thicknefs,
and in itsother dimenfionsequalling ¢
M€ lize of an ordinary door, or fome- [/— "
what lefs. It wasgarvid in fucha
Mmanefas to refenalfle a piece of wain-
{cot: the Stone of whicﬁ it was made
waewiliply of the fame kind with the
whole Ro!%’*; and ittuzn'd upon two
hinggs in th® nature of As as is
reprefented in the margihal figure.
Thefe hinges were of the fame ert
picce of ftone with the door,and were

iy
——
™
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contain'd in two holes of thy immoveable Rock, odd at
the top the other at the botto '

From this defcription it s ob

-jous to flart a quefbi/,
how fuch doors as thefe were m\ét? whether they wese
cut out of the Rock, in the famg place and manner asghs
now hang; or whether they wege brought, and fix'd in
their ftation like other doors? ofie Uihefr putihe fup-
pos'd to have been done, and which foever part we choofs,
as moft’ probab]e‘,ByTeems atfirft glance to be not without
it's difficulgy.  But thus much I have to fay, for the re-
folving of this nddle ( which is wont to create no fmall
difpute amongft Pilgrims.) viz. That the door which was
left hanging, did not touch it’s lintel by at leaft two in-
ches; fo that I believe it might eafily have been lifted up,
and unhinged. And the doors which had been thrown
down, had their hinges at the upper =nd, twice as long as
thofe at the bottom : which feems to'ntimate pretty plain-
ly, by what method this work was accomplifhed.
From thefe Sepulchers we return'd toward thgCit

again, and jult by Herod's Gate were thewn a Grotto,
full of filthy Water and Mire. Thus pafles for the Dun-
geon in which Feremiah was kept by Zedekiah, til] en-
larged by the Charity of Ebed Melech, Fer. 38. At this
place we concluded our vilits for that evening.

Monday, Mar.29.

The next day being Eafter Monday, the Mofolem or
Governor of the City, fet out, according to cuftom with
feveral Bands of Souldiers to convey the Pilgrims to 7us .
dan. Wrthout this guard there 1s no going thither by
reafon of the Muititude and Infolence\£ the Arafdag b
parts. The fee to the Mofolem for his Company and
Souldiers upon this occalion is twelve Dollars forgach
Prank Pilgrim, but if they be Ecclefiafticks,%x; which
you muft pay, whether ygy:re difposd toéso the ‘I;uﬁr.
ney or {tay in the City,, We went out at St. Sreplen
Gate, being i<l ghtevery Nation and Sex about twi
thoufand Pilgrims.” Having crofs'd the Valley of Fedo

Japha
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ﬂzﬁht and part of Mount Qivez, we came in half an hour
to Bethany : at prefeat oply a fmall Village. At the firlt
enfrance 1nto it isan o}j ruin, which they call Ldzaras’s
ﬁl:, fuppofed to have been the Manfion Houfe of that

rite of our Lord. At the bottom of a finall defcent,

not far from the C 1s Thewn the Scpulcher out of
whic #d to a fecond Mortality, by that en-
Ameifing voice of Chrift, Lazarus cane forth. You de-

fcend into the Sepulcher by twenty fivedteep Stairs, at the
bottom of which you arrive firft in a {mall {quare Room,
and from thence yeu creep down into another leffer Room
about a yard and a half deepar, in which the Body is faid
to have been laid. This place 1s held in great veneration
by the Tweks, who ufe 1t for an Oratory, and demand of
all Chriftians a fmall Caphar for their admiffion into it.
About a Bow fhoy, from hence you pafs by the place
ich, they fay, was Mary Magdalen’s Habitation, and
theX defcending a fteep Hill, you come to the Fountam
miAc Apoftles; o calld becaufe, as the tradition goes,
thofe holy Perfons were wont to refreth themfelves here
in their frequent Travels between Ferafalem and Fericho.
And indeed it is 2 thing very pobable, and no more than
[ believe 1s done by all that Travel this way : the Foun-
tain being clofe by the Road fide, and very invitinggo
the thir(ly Paflenger.

From this place you proceed in an intricate way amongit
Hills and Valleys interchangeably; all of a very barren
afpect at prefent, but difcovering evident figns of the la-

#Bour of the Husband:man in ancient times.  After fome
hours Travel in thigfort of Road, you arrive at the Moun-

' efart 1n¢6 which our Blelled Saviour was led by
the Spirit, to be tempied by the Devil. A moft miferable

n place 1t 15, confifting of high Rocky Moua-

tains, {o (@ and diforder’d, as if the Earth had here fuf-
cr'd fome gat convul!ioq:h‘ hich it’s very bowels had
torn’'d ontward. On Yhe 1& hand Jooking down in

a deep Valley, as we pafled alon®) aw fome ruins of
4mall Cells and Cottages: which they told us were former-

ly

=
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ly the Habitations of Hermitsyretiring hither for Perance
-and Mortiftcation. And certair_% there could not be found
inthe whole Earth a more comfor }gﬁ% and abandon’d piace,
for that purpofe: from the top of thefe Hills of defolaticp
we had however a delightful profpeét of the Mourra..s
‘of Arabia, the dead Sea and ti:= Plan of Fericho:- into
which laft place we defcended after abou. i< Luus March
from Ferufalems. As foon as we enter'd the Planr, v=
turn’'d up on the lett hand, and going about one hour that
way, came to the foot of the Quarantania, which, they
fay, is the Mountain into which the Devil took our Blef-
fed Saviour, when he tempted him with that vifionary
{cene of all the Kingdoms, and Glories of the World. It
15, as'St.<Mathew ltyles it, an exceeding high Mountain,
and in 1t’s afcent not oniy difficult, but dangerous, it has
a fmall Chappel at the top, and anothzr about half way up,
founded upon a Prominent part of the Rock: near this
latter are leveral Caves and holes in the {ide of the Mr.un-
tain, made ufe of anciently by Hermits, and by fore at
this day, for places to keep their Lent in; in imitation of
that of our Blefled Saviour. In moft of thefe Grots we
found certain Arabs Quarter'd with Fire-Arms, who ob-
Atruted our alcent, demanding two hundred Dollars for
leave to go up the Mountains.  So we departed without
farther trouble, nort a little glad to have {o good an ex-
cufe for not climbing fo dangerous a Precipice.

Turning down from hence 1nto the Plain, we pafs'd by
+a ruin'd Aqueduél, and a Convent in the fane condition,
*and in about a miles riding came to the Fountain of Zljna .
o called becaniz miraculouily purgd from it’s brackifh-
nefs by that Propher, at the requeft of e Men of joric!
‘2 Aimgs2. 19, It's Waters are at prefent receiv'd 1n a Ba-
in, about nine or ten paces long, and five or fix krcads

and from thence 1ffuing out in good plenty, 3.vide them-
-felves into feveral fmall {t-22as, difperling beir refrefh-
ment to all the Field,  setween this and Jerichs, apd
rendring it exceéq,"~ Laitful. Clofe by the Fountain
grows a large Tree {preading into Boughs over the Watc:i,
an
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an® here in the thade we took a Collation, with the Fa-
ther Guardian and aboug thirty or forty Fryars moré, who
went this Journey wi;l-l;us. .
™At about one third of an hours diftance from hence is
#oko, at prefent only 3 poor ndity Village of the Arabs.

We were here car to fee a place where Zackeus's
Hou ave {tood, which is only an old fquare
stoe Building, on the Soth fide of Fersacho.  About two

furlongs from hence the Mofolem, with his People had en-
camp’d, and not far from thewn we took up our Quarters
this nighty

Tuefdayy Aar. 30.

_ ‘The ®gxt morning we fet out very early for Jordan,
where wearrived in two hours. We found the Plain very
barren as we pafs'd glong it, producing nothing but a kind
of Samphire, and other fuch marine Plants. I obferv'd in
MMy places of the Road, where Puddles of Water had

,a whitenefs upon the furface of the ground : which,
upon tryal, I found to be a cruit of Salt caus'd by the Wa-
ter to rife out of the Earth, in the fame manner as it does
every Year in the Valley of Salt neag Aleppo, after the
Winter’s inundauon, Thefe Saline efflorefcencys I found
at fome leagues diftance from the dead Sea, which demon-
ftrates that the whole Valley muit be all over plenuftlly
impregnated with that Mineral.

Within about a furlong of the River, at that place
where we vifited 1t, there was an old ruin’d Church, and
Cbnvent,dedicated to St. ohn, 1n memory of the Bapuzing
of our Blefled Logd. Lt s founded as near as could be
ManjefN'd to (€ very place where he had the honour
to perform that facred ofice, and to wafh Him, who was
aabeigly purer than the Water it fclf. On the farther {ide
ention’d Convent there runs along a fmall de-

you may f:w Il the firft, and outermoft
rdan, as far higp i

of : it may, be {upposd the
ragddes, or at leaft did anci verflow, at fome
Seafons of the Year, viz. At the time of Harveft, 70/.3. 1

.
L of
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or as it is exprels'd, Chro. 12. 15. in the firft Month; that
34'in March. Batavprefent (vgn:thcr it be becaufe the
River Has by it’s rapidity of curhent worn it’s Channel
deeper than 1t was formerly, or whether becaufe it’s Wawrs,
gre diverted fome other way) & feems to have forgess. s
anciént ‘greatnefs ; for we coulatdirern no fign or *proe
bability of fuch overflowings, when wuren€ie*"dhere :
svhich was the thirtieth of March ; being the proper tigiz-
for thele inundations. Nay {o far was the River from
overflowirtg, that it ran ac leaft twe Yards below the
brink of 1t’s Channel. .

After having defcended the outermoft bank, you go
about a furlong upon a level ftrand, before you come to
4he immcdiatciank of the River. This fecowd bank is
fo'befct with Bufhes, and Trees, fuchas Tamarisk, Wil-
lows, Oleandeérs, drc. that you can fee no Water till you
‘Have made your way thro’ them. In this thicket anciently
‘(:and the [ame is reported of it at this day ) feveral iorts
of wild Bealts were wont to harbour themfelves. Whefe
‘being waflied out of their Covert by the overflowings of
‘the lg{'iver, gave occafion to that allufion, Zer. 49. 19. and
$0. ;’.4. He [ball-come up like a lion from the [welling of
Fordan.

. No fooner were we arrived at the River, and difmount.

ed, in order to fatisfy that curiofity and devotion, which
brought us thither, but we were alarm'd by fome Troops
of Arabs appearing on the other fide, and firing at us:
“but at too greaca diftance to do any execution. "This in-
“tervening difturbance hindred the Fryars from perform-
“ing their {ervice prefcribed for this place; and feem'd to,
put them in a terrible fear of their livéyy beyond wkasw, -
pear’d in the reft of the Company. Tho’ confidering the
{ordidnefs of their prefent condition, and the evsatrdi.
‘nary rewards, which they boaft o be thef"Idue in the
World to come, one wosi¥taink in reafofs, they of all,
Men fhould hare the leat cadfe to difcover fo :éﬁ'&a_r
of death, and fo i <Y Yondnefs of a life like L%_-

4 Buot
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ut this Alarm was {oon gver, and every one return’d

to his former purpofe, fome ftrip'd and bath’d themfelves
in the River; others cut down boughs from the Tirees;
Frery Man was imploy'd one way or other to take a me-

"micuael of this famous Strepm : the’ Water was very turbid,
and* 100 rapid to be {wm againft. For it’s breadth it
mig enty yards over; and in depth it far
wxceeded my height. On the other fide there feem'd to be

a much larger thicket than on that where we were, but
we durft not fwim over, to take any certain account of
that Regiop for fear of 1fle Arabs: there being three Guns
fired jult over againft us, and (as we might guefs by theix
1] orts) very near the River.
-):i-la\uagﬁniihed our defign here, we were fummon'd
te return by the Mofolem; who carried us back into the
middle of the Playp, and there fitng unde his Tent,
madg us pafs before him, Man by Man; to the end he
t take the more exact account of vs,and loofe nothing
is Caphar. We feem’d at this place to be near the
dead Sea, and fome of ushad a great defire té go nearer,
and take a View of thofe prodigious Waters. But this could
not be attempted, without the Licence of our Commander
in chief. We therefore fent to requeit his permiflion for
our going, and a guard 1o attend us: both which he gpa-
dily granted, and te immediately profecuted our purpofe.
Coming within about half an hour of the Sea, we found
the ground uneven, and varied into hillocks; much re-
fembling thofe places in England where there have been
raiciently Lime-kilns. Whether thefe might be the Pitsat
which the Kings of Sodom and Gomorrab were overthrown
ur King#} Gen. 14. 10. 1 will not determine.
‘Comming near the Sea we pafs'd thro’a kind of Coppice,
wgs and Reeds.  In the midft of which our Guigle,
Arab, fhew'd usa Fountain of freth Water,

ve a furlong feesy the Sea. Frefh Water he
t we found it brack¥. _
d Sea is enclos'd on , and Weft with

high Mountains; on the North it is bopnded
' L2 with

+LXCC mg
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with the Plain of Fericho, on which fide alfo it regtlves
the Watersof Jordan.  On the South it is open, and ex-
tends beyond the reach of the eye. It is faid to be twenty
four leagues long, and fix or feven broad. <)
On the fhore of the Lake e found a black forety
Pebbles, which being held in th&#sme of a Candle foor
burns, and yields 2 fmoak of an intoleraBb/¥ech. ¥t has
this property, that it loofes only of 1’s weight, but'ndt
of it’s bulk by burning. The Hills bordering upon the
1ake, are faid o abound with this fort of Sulphureous
Stones. I faw pieces of it, at the Conventof St Foh# in
the Wildernefs two foot {qtare. They were carved jn
Ballo Relievo, and polifl'd to as great a luftre as black
Marble is capable of, and were defign'd for the®inament

of the new Church at the Convent.

" It is a common tradition, that Birds, attempting to fly
over this Sea, dropdown dead into it; and that naEth,
nor other fort of Animal can endure thefe deadly chrs.
The former report I faw atually confuted, by fet-=«l
Birds flying about, and over the Sea, without any vifible
harm: the latter alfo I have fome reafon to fufpect as falfe,
ha vinﬁ obferv'd amongft the Pebbles on the fhore, two or
three fhells of Fifh refembling Ovfter-fhells. Thefe were
c2t up by the Waves, at two hours diftance from the
Mouth of Fordan: which I mention, left it {hould be
fufpected that they might be brought into the Sea that
way.
Ks for the Bitumen, for which the Sea hath beep fo
famous, there was none at the place where we were. But
1t 1s gatherd near the Mountains on both fides. in great
lenty. 1 had feveral lumps of it brought me ‘o Yerajn-
dem. It exaltly refembles Pitch, and caitnot readily be
diftinguifh'd from it, but by the Sulphurcoﬁci}w oGt
- Smell, and Taft. o /due 1n the
* The ?atcr of the Lakg®iswery limpid, 3 they of all,
highelt egree;:}ginor- nly falt, but alfo extrécatBigar
and naufeous. BUaff willing to make an expif#sent of
1t’s ftrength, I went into it, and found it bore up my Body
in



A fourney from Aleppo to Ferufalem. 35
in {\mming with an uncommon force. But as for that
relation of fome Authors, that Men wading into it, were
bnoyed up to the top, as foon as they go as deep as the
JWavel ; I found ir, upon experiment, not true.

g defirous to fee l?c remains ( if there were any )
of thofe Cities, angjensMf fitvate in this place, and made
fo drﬂdfﬂhmjﬁ of the.divine vengeance, 1 dili-
gendy furvey’d the Waters, as far. as my Eye could reach.
But neither could 1 difcern any heaps of tuins, nor any
imoak afcending above the furface of the Water, as s
ufually defgribed in the Writings and Maps of Geographers.
B‘Ltblct 1 muit not omit what was confidently attelted to
me Dy the Father Guardian, and Procurator of Zerafalem ;

thiNMenn years, and feemingly not deftitute either of
fence or probity : viz. that they had once altually feen
one of thefe ruins ; ghat it was fo near the fhore, and the

s fo fhallow, atthat time, that they together with
fon¥ French Men, went to it, and found there feveral
Ryllars, and other fragments of Buildings. The caufe of
our being deprivd oﬁlhis fight was, I fuppofe, the height
of the Water.

On the Well fide of the Sea isa fmall Promontory, near
which, as our Guides told us, {tood the Monument of
Lot’s Metamorphos'd Wife: part of which (if they may be
credited) is vifible at this day.. But neither would‘thc
prefent occafion permit us to go and examine the truth of
this relation, neither, had the opportunity ferv'd, could
‘we give faith enough to their report, to induce us to go
on {uch an errand.

As fog the Apples of Sodbm fo much talk'd of, T nei-
hnuﬂ'&, nor hedrd of any hereabouts. Nor was there
any Tree to b€Teen near the Lake, from which one might

wfiich 3 kind of Fruit. * Which induces me to fe-
re may be a greater deccit in this Fruit, than
ufually repdreed-.of it, and that it’s very be-

ity fell as it’s beauty s a fijon, only kept up, as my
on obferves many othe otions are, becaufe
Tacit. Bift. Lib. 5, Fofph. Ball, Jud Lib. 3. Cap. .

it
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it ferves for a good allufion, and helps the Poet cﬂ Si-
militude. '

In eur return from the dead Sea, at about ane hours
diftance from it, we came 1o an old ruin'd Greek Convert
There was good part”of theyChurch remainingpayae
feveral pieces of painting entiré as the igures o% feveral
Greek Saints, and over the Altar théwescafinanon of
our Loyd’s lalt Supper, with this Text of holy Writ fairks
infcribed; Adlers pdpre, &c. Hereabout, and alfo in many
other places of the Plain, I perceiv’d 2 {trong fcent of Ho-
ney, and Wax, (the Sun being very hot) and the Bees
were very induftrious about ghe bloffoms of that falc weed
which the Plain produces. In about one hour and 4 dalf
more we returned to our Tents, and Compars,.at tic
fame place where we {lept the night before, and there we
{pent this night alfo. v

Amonglt the produlls of this place, I{aw a vy ge-
markable Fruit call'd by the Arabs Za-chone. It glows
upon a thoray Bufh, with fmall Leaves, and both 1n {hane
and colout refembles a fmall unripe Wallnut.  The ker-
nels of this Fruit the Arabs bray in 2 Morta?, and then
gming the pulp, into fcalding Water, they skim off an
Oyl, which rifes to the top. This Oyl they take mnward-
ly for bruifes, and apply it outwardly to green wounds
préferring it before Balm of Gilead. °1 procur'd a Botle
of it, and have found it, upon fome fmall tryals, a very
healing medicine, The Rofes of Fericho were not o be
found a this feafon.

Wednefday, Mar. 31.

This morning we all decamp’d at hali'an hour Atet ey
and returning the fame way by which we came, arriv'd
n about fix hours near the Walls of Ferafalems -~ Qued™-—
pany did not think fit to enter che City, refp’1n the
ammediately for Bethlehews~In order to whigy of all,
gown, 1nto th Valh':l ol Fehofaphat, and fo P 5- '
he City, inftancli -o-2:the Road to the place injent ed.

From
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Ferufalem o Bethichem is but two hours Travel.,
The Country thro’ which the Road lies, is the Valley of
Repbarm : as may be gather'd from Jof. Ans. Lib. 4. £3p. 10.
A Valley fo famous for being the Theatre of David’s Vi
Bocieeagainit the ?’br’;?ﬂ;’zvu, 2 Sdm. 5. 23. Inthe Road
you meet with thefe folladving remarkable places. Firlta
place faittve-ba it Houfe of Simzeon, that venerable old
Prophet, who taking our Blefled Saviour in his Arms fung
his Nunc dimittis in the Temple. Secondly, the famous
Turpentine Tree, in the fhade of which the Blefled Vir-
gin 1s faid  have rc‘pos’d, when fhe was carrying Chrift
in_her Arms, to prefent him to the Lord at Jerufalem.
y, a Convent dedicated to St. Zlias, the imprefs
of " WhaleBody, the Greck Monks refiding here pretend
to fhew in a hard Stone, which was wont to ferve him
for his Bed. Near thyis Convent alfo isa Well, where you
aperald 1t was that the Star appear’d to the Eaftern Aag;
to their exceeding joy. Fourthly, Rachels Tomb. This
mgaeprobably be the true place of her interment men-
tion’d,'&gg. 19. butthe prefent Sepulchral Monument
can bc nof®of that which Facob erelted; for it appears
plainly to be 2 modern and Turkifh Stryéture. Near this
Monument 1s a little gicoe of ground in which are pick’d
up a little fort of fmall round Stones, exactly refembling
Peafe : concerning which they have a tradition here, tRat
they were once truly what they now feem to be; but that
the Biefled Virgin petrify’d them by a Miracle, in punifh-
ment to a furly Ruftick, who deny’d her the Charity of a
Fandfol of them to relieve her hunger.

Being arriv’d at Bethlehem, we immediately made a cir-
M to alk et holy places belonging to 1t : as namely
it is faid, our Blefled Lord was Born: the
ich it is faid, he was laid: the Chappel pt

Yuppos'd Father ; that of the Zmmocents ; thole
rifing not PO St. Paule and Buflochinm, and of Eufebius

it, 4a: and laltly, the Schdpl of St. %eroms : all which
"Kall fuftce juft to naw

From
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From the top of the Church we had a large pro{f¢t of
the adjacent Country. The mof} remarkable places’in
view were Tekoab fituate on the fide of an Hill about nine
Miles diftant to the Southward, Engedi diftant about three
‘Miles Eaftward, and fomewhgt farther off the famg way;
a high fharp Hill, call'd the ntain of the Franks: bg-
caufe defended by a Party of the Crulathegfausyenys afier
the lofs of Jerafalem.

Thar(day, April 1.

This morning we went to fee fome remagkable places
in the neigbourhood of Begplebern. The firlt place that
we direted our courfe to, was thefe famous Feuwiaihs,
Pools, and Gardens, about one hour and a quy@m
from Bethlehern Southward, faid to have been the con-
trivance and delight of King Solompn. 'To thefe works
and places of pleafure that great Prince is fupposd to al-
lude, Eccl 2. §,6. where amongit the other inftanges”of
his Maguificence, he reckons up his Gardens, an 3; pe-
yards and' Pools. e

As for the Pools they are three in number lying in a
row above eachother: being {o difpos'd, that the Waters
of the uppermoft may defcend into the fecond, and thofe
of the fgcond inte the third : their figure is quadrangular.
The breadth is the fame in all, amounting to about ninty
paces: in their length there 1s {ome difterence between
them: the firft being about one hundred and fixty paces
long, the fecond two hundred, the third two hundred and
twenty : they areall lin'd with wall, and plaifter'd, and
contain a greatdepth of Water.

Clofe by the Pools is a pleafant Cﬂc of i godetn
Struéture, and at about the diftance of ¥ge hundred and
forty paces from them, is the Fountain fron~wj g
cipally they derive theirWaters. This the F s
to be that Sea/'d Fountain, 10 which the®{gly Spoufe is
compar'd, Can 4. 12. And, in confirmation §f thysopi-
nion, they pr&d‘{ﬂdition, that King S§onghn fhut
up thefe {prings, and kept the door of them 1€ald wlz_lth

Is

will ha ve:
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Hiﬂgn&t, to the,end that e might preferve the Waters
for hiSown drinking, in their nawral frefhnefs, and pu.
rity. “Nor was it difficule thus te fecare them, thgy riling
undet ground, and having no avenue to them- but by a
lictledrole like to the Mowgh of a nhrrow Well<Thro’ this
bole you defcend diret¥# down, but not without fome
dificilty, fez.alout four yards; and then arrive 1n a
vauted Room, fifgeen paces long, and eight broag : joyn-
ing to this, is anogher Room of the fame fafhion, but
fomewhat lefs. Both thefe Roums are cover'd with hand-
fome ftonggAtches very ancient, and perhaps the work of
Solomon himiclf. = .

tind here four places at which the Water rifes:
~FOnbede {eparate fources itis convey'd, by litde rivu-
lets, into a kind of Bafin, and from thence 1s carried by
alarge fubterraneoyy Pallage down into the Pools. In the
way. before itarrives at the Pools, there 1s an Aquedudt
oryrick Pipes, which receives part of the Stream, and car-
1jes jt by many turnings, and windings about the Moun-
L]

w_fdem.
" Below ¥ Pools here runs down a narrow Rocky Val-
ley enclos'd on both fides with high Mopintains. This the

Fryars will have to be the enclos’d Garden, alluded to in
the fame place of the Cantic/es before cited. A garden en-
clofed is my fifier,*my [poufe . a [pring [but up, a founttin
Jealed. What truth there may be in this conjelture, I can.
not abfolutely pronounce. As to the Pools, it is probable
enough, they may be the fame with Sofomnon's, there not
being the like ftore of excellent {pring Water, to be met
with any where elfe, throughout all Palefline.  Bat for
: y fafely aflirm, that if' Solornon made
ocky ground which 1s now allign’d for
onftrated greater power, and wealth, i fi-
ilciign, than he did wifdom in choofing the

]

place fpe it
om gflefe memorials of Solgmons we returned toward
Bethtehetp againy in order to wifit, places nearer

home. 1 he places we faw, were ; the Field where it is
" M faid
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faid the Shepherds were watehing their Flocks, wheptéhey
receiv'd the glad tidings of the Birth of Chrift; and pbt
far from the Field, the Village where they dwele, afid a
liuile on.the right hand of the Village an old defolate
Nunnécy esi)t by St. Phsla, andmada lﬁe more mzmntab}c
by her dying 1 11. Thefe plactsareall within abourhalf
a Mile of the Convent Eaitward, and with thefe we fi-
nithed this mornings work. VE o

Having feen what is ufually vilited,jon tht South, and
Ealt of Bethlebem, we walk'd out afterdinner to the Wedt-
ward to fee what was remarkable on that fide, The firft

lace we were guided to was,the Well of Zav2d, fo call'd
gecauﬁ:‘irfld to be the fame that David fo paliresmicry
thirfted afizr, 2 Sam. 23. 15. It is a Well, (orsashera
Citern ) fupply’d only with Rain, vrithout any natmal
excellency 1n 1t's Waters to make thens defireable - but 1t
feems David’s Spirit had a farther aim,

About two furlongs beyond this Well, are to bejeén
fome y=mains of an old Aqueduét, which ancientygon-
vey'd the Watcrs from Sobomson’s Pools to Ferafalese. I ris
is faid to be the genuine work of Solomon, atix may well
be allow'd to be in reality, what 1t is pretended for. It
1s carried all along upon the furface of the ground, and is
compos'd of Stones == foot fquare and — thick, per-
forated with a cavity of —— inches’ diameter, to make
the Channcl. Thefe Stones are let into each other with a
fiilet, fram'd round about the cavity to prevent leakage ;
and united to each other, with fo firm a cement, that
they will {fometimes fooner break (thea kind of courfe
Marble) than endure a feparation. This train of Stones
was cover'd, for it’s greater fecurity, with a cafc grfalle
Stones, laid over 1t in a very ftrong Moriy, 1{‘: whole
work {eems to be endued with fuch abfoluted;
it it had been defign'd for Eternity. But thy Purks-have
demonftrated in this inftance, that nothing ean befo well
wrought, but they are ablg to deftroy it. For-of Jisigong
Aquedut, whiciayas carried formerly five or ffx lcagugs
with {o valt expence and labour, you fee now Siily here
and there a fragment remaining. Re-
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l&urning from this plag® we went 10 fee the Greek,,
amNArmenian Convenis ; frhich are contiguous to that of
the Nauns, and have egfh their feveral doors opfhing i
to the Chappe) of thefoly Manger. The n
went e was the @ot of the Blefled Virgir=fee€within
thirty or forty yards of the Convent, and is reverenced
upon the account tradition that the Blefled Virgin
here hid he nd her Divine Babe from the fury of
Hirod, tor'lome Wyne before their departure into Fgypr.
The@rdt is hollow'd into a chalky Rock : but this white-
nefs they will have to be not natural, but to have been
afion’d by fome miraculous drops of the Blefleg irgin's
myf} K!Ell rom her Breaft while fhe u fuckling

ry~Infant. And fo much are they polleffd with this
pmion, that theyjbelieve the chalk of this Grotio has a
(A0S v er encreafing Women's mi
-u‘?,;{{'ur’d from many hands, that it is very fr
taken by the Women hereabouts, as well Turks, a

ar Ghriftians for that purpofe, and that with

Y8
Wpcrhaps may be true enovgh, 1tbeing well
known ho®uch Fancy is wont to do 1n things of this
nature.
Friday, April 2.

The next morning prefenting the Guardian with two
Chequeens a piece %br his civﬁitiés to us, we took our
leaves of Betblehem defigning juft to go vific the Wil-
dernefs, aud Convent of St. 705» Baptift, and fo return to
Jerufalems.
_ In this Stage weXirft crofs'd part of that famous Valley,
in which it 1s @l that the Angel in one night did fuch
odigious ex€Cution in the Army of Senacherib. Having
2defiout half an heur, we came to a Village cal)'d

BooteflieRaby concerning which they relate this remarka-
ble ~that no Turk caa live 1n it above two years.
y viend of this report, whether true or falfe, the Chri-

ftians kezp the Viilage to them{elves without moleftation;
00 Turk being willing to ftake his life in experimcnurl:g
M2 the
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the truth of 1t.  In fomewk¥y lefs than an hour mg{!
‘came to the Fountain, where they teld us, but falﬁ);zgét
hilip Bptized the Aithiopian Epuch. The Paflaggthere
is fO-‘lii:ci;‘y and uneven, that Pilgeiqs finding hew'difh-
cult thE Road js for a fingle Hogfemas; «ite ready. *® think
it impoflible that a Chariot ({uch as the Eunuch rodein
Af#s. 8. 28.) fhould ever have becq able to go this way:
But it muft not be judged what the & &3- vas 1a anciciit
umes, by what the negligence of the 2lurks Rias now,re-
duced it to: for 1 obferv'd not far frem the Folaieain, a
place where the Rock had been cet away in cld time, in
order e lay open 2 good Raed; by which it may be fup-
pos'd thi. the fame care was ufed all alcug s Fiftage,
tho’ now tine and negligence have o&”.‘l‘iceratcd,-h:ﬁ.rﬂc
fruit, and J{lmoft the figns of fuch la%our. &
A litdg’beyond this Fountain we;¢nme 25 thavwhich
they ci't the Village of St. Phi/jp; at which afcendjng
very {Fcp Hill, we arrived at the Wildernefs OFSt._%%m
A Wildarnefs it is call’d, as being very Rockyand Menn-
tainous ; but it is well coltivated, and produces ~ific, o
Corn, and Vines and Olive Trees. After wJbod hours
Travel 1n this Wildernefs, we came to the Cave, and
Fountain, where, as they fay, the Baprift exercis'd thofe
{evere aufterities related of him, Aar. 3. 4. Near this Cell
there ftill grow fome old Locuft Trees, the Monuments
of the Ignorance of the middle times. Thefe the Fryars
aver to be the very fame that yielded {uftenance to the
Baptift: and the Popifh Pilgrims who dare not be wifer
than fuch blind guides, gather the fruie of them, and carry
1t away with great devotion. £
Having done with this place, we dizacted ouf courfé
toward the Convent of St.;oém, which 15 chout a league
diftant Eaftward. In our way we pafs'd alﬁ‘ng._oqiﬂ
of the Valley of Zlab where David llew theGifnt, that
defyer of the Army of Jfrael, 1 Sam. 1%r0{ghed like-
wife in fight <odon, a Village on the top of a Righ Ffin,
the burying place™sf thofe Heroical Defenders of their
Country the Maccabees. i
Be-
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nt we were led a little out
hich they call the Houfe of
¢ Baptifi. 'This was fprmerl
1s now a heap of ruingf a e
only remgrkable lcf?n it is a Grotto, jpewiell ( you
etold) it was that the Blefled Virgin faluted Elizaberh,
z;d ronounc’d heg dgvine Mgujﬁmt, Luke. 1. 46.
'-*-’ége prefe ent of St. 7ohn, which is noy inha-
bited, {tapds at alfgue three furlongs diftance from this
Houit-o¥ Zlzabeth, and is fuppos'd to be built at the place
where St. fobn was Born. 1t you chance to ask, how it
cfme to pafs, that Elizabezhlivd in one Houfe,
ra$ aptifl, and in another when
higglorsh ? The a\fwer you are like to recefve, is, that
e former was hed Counury, the latter her gy Habita-
1 inad 210 Wonder for a Wife of 3pe of the

A Journey from
\PYog come near the Co

of better rank ( fuch as fhe was, Luke 1. &) to be
provided with fuch variety.
The Convent of St. 7ohn has been within thefe four

Wé‘om the greund. It isat prefent a large
fquare Bui™mg, uniform and neat all over; but that which
is moft eminently beautiful initis it’s Curch. It confifts
of three Ifles, and has in the middle a handfom Cupola,
under which 1s a payement of Mofaick, equal to, if not
exceeding the fineft works of the Ancients in that kihd.
At the upper end of the North lile, you go down feven
Marble Steps, to a very fplendid Altar, ereéted over the
very place where they fay the holy Bapriff was Born.
Here are Arti i}l employ’d, in adding farther beauty
and ornament fo thy Convent; and yet it has been fo ex-
penfie & work gleeady, that the Fryars themfclues give
out, there isa0t 2 Stone laid in it but has coft them a
®etiar.: . vkiich confidering the large Sums exalted by the

%&s for Licence to begin Fabricks of this nature, and
alfd, themwe: 1 extortion, and Avarria’s afterwards,
es the neceffary charge of Building, may be allowd

to pafs for no extravagant Hyperbole. " _
Re-
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Returning from Si. Jobnacoward Terafalem, welcame
tn about three quarters of anthour ¢o 2 Convent of sne
Greeks, taking i’s Name from)rf: holy Crofs. Thission-

is V-4ry neat in 1Us firucture,cand n jis firupnidm-de

lightfu y that which moft.defeéef te be nosed in it,
1s the realpn ot it’s Name, and Foundation, It 1s becaufe
here 1s the Earth, that nourifhed e Root, that bore tk
Tree, that yiclded the Timber that nfgevhe, Crofs. Undkar’
the high Altar you are fhewn a hole i the grennd where
the {tump of the Tree ftood, and it meets wih mot a few
Vifitants fo much veryer {tocks than it felf; as w fall down
and werfhip 1. This Convgat, 1s notabove half an hoer
from Jenyalem, 1o which place we retonw  #HiSTERing,
being the tyfth day fince our departurg thence. -~ .

After oyr rerurn, we were Inviteg into the Conven.
to have opr feet wafh'd. A Ceremony-nacérrararoeach
Pulgriny vy the Father Guardian himielf. The wholgSe<
ciety Kands round finging fome Latun Hymns, allthe
while ¢he Father Guardian is doing his office : and when
he has done, every Fryar comes in order, and{#isa.2
feet of the Pilgrim. All this was perform'd *w&n great or-
der, and folemnjty ; and 1f it ferv'd, either to teftify a
fincere humility and charity in them, or to improve thofe
excellent Graces in others, it might pafs for no unufeful
Ceiemony.

Saturday, April 3.

We went about midday to fee the funétion of the Holy
Fire. Thisis a Ceremony kept vp by.sdreGreeks, and Ar-
menians, upon a perfwafion, that every Eafter Eve, there
1s 2 Miraculons Flame dc(!ccnds frome Heaven into the
holy Sepulcher, and kindles all the Lamps and Candles
there, as the Sacrifice was burnt at the Prayers of Ziryak,
N il oot found

ing to the Church of the hol ~fou
it crowded with 2 numerous and aﬁuﬁgmm
a hideous clamour very unfit for that facred place, and
better becoming Bacchanals than Chriftians. Getting Pfi‘r‘n
ome





