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BUT this praCtic.e, which had ufage 
alone to fuppon ir, and was evidem]y 
againft the expre[s meaning of the At\: of 
Navigation, and ftat. 7. & 8. H"ill. 3' wai 
viewed with jealonfy. We find in the year 
J 749 an oppolition was endeavoured to be 
made againft it by the coromiffioners of the 
cuftoms, who expref[ed themfe1ves diffatif
fied with the ufage, and e[pecially with what 
was faid to be the prevailing oo:ioo in the 
L ong Room, namely, that if a foreign-built 
flip, bought by Brititb fubjeCl:s only, did 
not coft above ono-third of the whole ex
penees in fitting her out (the remaining 
fwo-thirds being laid out upon her in Bri
tain), !he was to be deemed a Britilh-built 
fhip (0 all intents and purpofes, although 
there was not a fingle paffage in any act of 
parliament (0 warrant fueh a polition. 

AT that crifis the eommiffioners were can .. 
{ulted "by the Scotch eommiffioners on the 
following cafe arifing upon this fort of quef
tion: A foreign-built filip, fhanded within 
the port of Aberdeen, was purehafed by forne 
merchants for one hundred and [eveney 
pounds, who, as appeared by proper vouch
ers, cxp(Onded in recovering and repairing 
her with Britifh mo.terials, two hundred and 

fixty-
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fixty-five pounds; part of the repairs con': 
lifting of a new keel, and new keel-fione. 
The folicitorof tht:ir board thought the was 
intitled to be deemed a. Britifh-builr fhip; 
but tbat board, eonfidering the granting of 
plantation-regifiers as a matter of great de· 
Iicaey, had declined adopting the folicitor's 
opinIon. 

THE EngJilb eommiffioners, being thus 
called upon for their advice, caufed rhe: 
whole to be laid before the law-officers, that 
it might be fully confidered., a.nd rhe rule of 
conduct finally fetrled. 

ON this occaGon jt was declared hy 
Sir Dudley Ryder (n), that if the matter w:ts 
7~S integra, there might be a reafonahle 
ground of doubt; but he took it [0 have: 
been long underfrood to be the law and 
fetrIed practice, that a foreign-buil t fhip 
greatly repaired here, and with a new keel, 
at a much greater expenee than the prime 
coa, did become intitled to be regiftcred 
as a Britifh-built !hip, though the precife 
proportion of one expenee fO the other was 
not rettled: the true foundation of this was, 

(a) 20 N01"ember 1749. 
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that fueh a fort of repair might be reafona;' 
bly looked upon as a re-buildinb • . And he 
faid, dl e "circumftance of a new keel was nO 
othetwife material, than as that was proha .. 
bly confidered among ihip-builders,and per
fom converfant in the trade, to be material 
in dillinguifhing between a repair and re
building, And he thought the facts in the
cafe from Scutland were [ueh as !hould in
title the- !hip [Oa regifter. 

Tn 1 s opinion feerns to have put ::t~ end 
to all further doubt; and it continued the 
practice [0 allow filch fhips a plantation-re
giller, upon the bills being laid before the 
Attorney·General verified by affidavir; the 
puning a newkeel j however, being confider
cd ufually as the {hong circumftance to do. 
nominate it a rebuilding. 

TUE privileges of a Britilh-built fbip 
",vere conferred on fhips taken prize, and 
legally condemned, by the general laws of 
!hipping, and by ftatutes paffed at various 
times during the continuance of hofrilities. 

IT is tmly upon fuch temporary ath that 
-any information is to be collected "fcfpetting 
pnzes. 
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THE eWed: of ruch a capture was corl
fldercd in the following ,caCe: A French 
fhip was taken pri7.e and condemned. It 
was afterwards reca.ptured Ly the French, 
and then (old [0 a SpanHh merchant, and 
was employed to import the commodities 
of Spain with a Spanifh mafter :lnd mariners. 
h was a queftion, Whether this was a legal 
importation? An aCt had been paffed for 
the encouragement of Englifh Ihip-build
ing, flat. 29. Ceo. 2.C. 34. (n) , which dif
penred, during the waT, with fhr. 12. Car. 2. 

c. 18. feet. S. and allowed the articles there 
enumerated to be imported in Britifh-buiit 
{hipping owned' and navigated by foreigners 
of the place where the goods were thegrowth, 
and giving rheprivilege of a Britilh-builtlhip 
to all prizes taken. It depended on the con
ftrut\:ion of this at\: 29' Geo. 2. whether the 
(hip which became intided to the privileges 
of Britilh-bllilt by the capture, conrinued to 

retain that quality when fold to the Spaniard. 
It was thought by Mr. 8tarkit (b), thar [he 
imponation was good; but this being a
new cafe, and one which did not fall in 
with that part of the preamble which takes 
notice of the beneficial branch of trade 

(I) 1- March 1758• 
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ariting from felling Bririili·bltiil iliips to fo
reigners; and as this {hip after thl} captu~e 

was fold by the French, who [hen had the 
property in her, to a Spaniili merchant~ by 
which no advantage could accrue to this 
counery; he thought it defcrved great con
fideration. Mr. Prall, in an opinion given 
by him, feerns to think the irnporration wa3 

good, and that the re-capture made no dif. 
ference in the cafe. In' a firn ilar cafe of 
French prize, where the [ale was made br 
the caprors to a Spaniard, ic was held by 
Mr. Nor/oIl (0), that Ihe was legally quaIi-. 
fi ed to import the goods of SpJ.in" being 
navigated by Spaniards under the prize att, 
the fame as if !be was really Bririfil·builr. 

THE manning and nav~~ali/lg of Eng,Iifil or 
Bririlh {hips has given occafion to fame 
points of difcuffion. It was a quell.ion, 
'Whether a Dutchman, made a denizen of 
Ireland, was Englijb within the firft feaion 
of the Act of Navig:uion, fa as ro be maC· 
tt"r of a fhip? Sir William JOllU (b) held, 
that both a mafier and mariner born in Ire
land, or any other of the king's dominions, 
and hav ing his habitation or relidence there, 

(a ) :a Feb. 1758. (tI) 10 Jll ly 1616.-

was 
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was as much Englilh within the intent of 
this act, as if he were born in England; 
for this word Englifo, when applied to 
mall:ers and mariner!', is as large as when 
applied to illipping j and this feemed to him 
to he clearer from the words, that tht nrofitr 
and three-fourths bt ALSO Englijh; which 
words feern to make the word EngliJh bear 
tbe fame fenfe in hath relationl. He thought 
a foreigner born btillg made a denizen 
of Ireland, if he had his habitation and ce
fidence there, was as much Engli/h as if 
born there j for by his denization he was 
become part of the people, and one of the 
king's fubjeEts there. Yet he thought a. 
denizen of Ireland or England, and indeed 
a natural-born fubjeCl: of either, not having 
his habitation there, was not Englijh within 
the intent of this aCt:; for the farmer words 
are, not helonginglo ENGLISH or hlSHMBN, 

but to the people of ENGLAND or IRBLAND.; 

and the word Englijh wich the latter words 
mull: be underftood in the fame fenfe. He 
alfo thought that a native of Scotland, if 
he inhabited in England, was to be ac
counted Englifh or Irifh within the Act of 
Navigation explained by the Act of Frauds, 
'Viz. {bu. 12. Car. 2. c. 18.,f. 7. andftat. 13, 

&- 14. Car. 2 . c. II. f.6. and alfo within 
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WE find this queftion was again moved 
at the difi.ance of twenty yeB-cs, when Sir 
John Hawks gave an opinion IIp.9n it. A 
confiderable doubt arore from the expla~ 

natoeyact Itat. l3. & g. (Jar, 2. c. 11. f.6. 
which declares, that wherever tbe ACt of 
Navigation require~ the mafter and three .. 
fourths of [he mariners to be Englifh, it 
fhould be underftood, chac any of his rna .. 
jefty's ftlbjetts of England, Ireland. or his 
plantations, fhouW. be accounted EngliCh, 
and no mher. To [his he anfwers, .hat 
whatever might have been the intem of the 
parliament by that daule, yet fince, by 
law, a man boc.q. in Scotland is a fubjeCt t;f 
England; and finee tbe two kingdoms, as 
to matters of privilege, while they remain 
united and have the fame king, are ac~ 

counced but one nation, this c1aufe wil1 not 
exclude a Scotchman from the privilege of 
an Englilh fubjeCt. 

TH-Ii word Englijh, h~ (:lid, mull, in the 
J:tf.t. of Navjgalion, be conftrued according 
~the rules of the common law in like cafes; 
Ilqd. fince the oniqn of t~ fWO crowns, at 

\eaa 
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leaR at this day, fays he, it has been un
doubtedly held, that perfons born in Scot
land {hall h~ve the fame privileges as per
fons born in England as to purchafing free. 
holds, taking lands by il1h~rirance, and 
mh!!r matters. He thought it 11luit be the 
fame where any act of parliarnem gives a. 
privilege to a Scotchman; for a Scotchman 
will be Englith in privilege, I.hough a na
tive of. Scotland ~ anel wherever this at[ 
mentions a Jubjefl of England or Ireland, he 
thought the words Eng/and or Irtland re
dundant, and fo Ihould be rejeCl:ed, and cer. 
tainly would not exclude a S(,:otchman with. 
out negative words . 

BUT where [he cafe of a Scotchman re
fiding in Ireland. was fubmitted to the opi
nion of AIr . Warde, he refers to the Act of 
Frauds, as containing the defcription of the 
mafter and mariners; and fays, he apprt;:. 
hends [hat a ma:1, though born in Scotland, 
yet having from his tender years been edu
cated, married , and a ft:ttled houfekcepcr 
in Ireland, might well be underftood to be 
one of his majdl::y's rubjeCts of Ireland, and 
fo within tl},e Q1caning of the Explanatory 
Act.; fforn which it illOUld feern he con
fidcred. ~his point as reftwg entirely on 
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thofe words, and not turning upon the ge
neral principles laid down by Sir JiJhn Hawiu. 
He alfo [eerns to think, that bci::tg a houft .. 
keeper in lreland added ftrength to the cafe, 
for that is wholly his own wording, there 
being no fuch faCt: in the fiarcmem laid be. 
fore him. Such circumfiances [cem to have 
been thought of weight, and had been flaced 
to Sir John Hawles; but he thought it made 
no alteration in the cafe, whether fuch 
Scotchman was a houfekeeper or lodger, 
lingle or married. 

A SIMILAR doubt arofe after the Union, 
'''herher a Scotchman living in England 
ought to be accounted as a fubjetl of Scot
)a~d within [he meaning of the fifth article 
of the Union, frat. S. Ann. c. 8. by which 
aUjhips ond ve.fJeLJ belonging 10 HER MAJESTY'S 

SUBJECTS OF SCOTLAND 01 the lime of rati. 
fying the Union, though f oreign-huiJI, Or! 10 

paft as Britijh-buiit? And Sir Simon Harcourt (a) 
llcld that he ought to be fo confidered. 

PART 
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THE fettlement made by the peace in 
q83, had a confiderable effect. upon 

the fyftem of law refpeCting Shipping and 
Navigation. A re,vulfion which converted a 
great part of our American colonies into jn~ 
dependent States, that had Olipping and corn· 
merce of their own, gave a new appearance 
to the trade of America. It became expe~ 
diem [0 accommodate the law lO the ex~ 
ifting ftate of circumftances by fome new 
regulations, which the exigency of the mo
ment might fuggeft. 

THE American trade became thus a new 
fubjeCt, and called for the beft anention 
that tbe Legifiature and his majefty's Go
vernment could beftow upon it. Connetl:ed 
in fome mei.fwe with this change in Arne-
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rica, the regijifi'ing of Britiili Olipping and 
the fi)htrie; [,rcfented rhcmfclves as objeCls 
of very important concern . Thefe three· 
heads, therefore, of our ful~ed , namely, 
The Pion/a/ion crrade, '1'be Fijherie;, and 
Briti)h Shipping, will he (ccn to undergo 
very great modification during the ilion 
period that elapfed from the peace in 
1783 to the year 1792, and much more 
than iu any former period of tcn times its 
duration. 

INDEED almofl: the whole that has been 
done of this fan has been al.:complilhed 
within a frill {horter period; for jt is prin .. 

cjpally fince tbe year 1.785 th~t the great 
regulations refpetting the filheries and B.i. 
tifh fhipping have been brought forwar~. 
At thac rime his majefiy was pleafed to ap· 
point a committee of council for the can. 
fideration of all matters relating to trade 
and foreign plantations, and foon after to 
place at the head of it.a noble lord whofe 
fervices to this country in affairs of corn~ 
merce and navigation have already had er .. 
£cas fa folid and exrcnfive, as to promife. 
to 'Qe reme~bered when praife will have no 
appearance of fiauefY. It is to the fuperin .. 
,C'ndao.ce a,nd authority (If this Committee, 

and 
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::md to the great' knowledge and unwearied 
exertions of the noble lord at the head of it, 
that we are indebted for the very important 
jmprovements in the law of Oljpping and 
navigation made during this fuon lapfe of 
time. 
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THE PLANTATION TRADE. 

'J'he American InterccurJe Bill, Sial. 23' Geo. 3~ 
c. 39'-'fh, N<wfoundland Supply BiII
Slat. 28. Geo. 3' c. 6.-lntercourft with the 
WrjI Indirs-Wilh the American C%nies
Y'he American Orders in Council-Doubt 
thereupo" removed by an Explana/of)' Ordtr
Fret Port AB. 

N OTWITHSTANDING the Americar. 
colonies had been feparated from this 

country, and their independence acknow· 
ledged by the peace of q83, we cannot 
avoid placing [hem, with regard to their 
trade, among our plantations. This fcems 
fuitable as we ll (0 the confequences, as to the 
crifis of their tranfition from the ftate of 
colonies to that of foreign States, which hap. 
pened at this period i the Government of 
this country having imparted to them many 
of the advantages and c:a(ements in trade, 

and 
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a.nd in duties~ that afe enjoyed only by the 
Britifh plantations. 

THE firft. parliamentary regulation thatap
plied to the United Scates, was made with a 
view of giving effeCt to the peace: this was 
by opening the trade and inttrcourfe which 
tiood prohibited by fiat. 16. Geo. 3. c. 5. 
enforced by flat. 17. Gen. 3. c. 7. Thefe 
two aets were accordingly repealed by flat. 
23' Cto. 3' c. 26. Ir then remained to make 
a neW' diCpofirion of the trade applitable ro 

the new fituation. The country belonging 
to the United States now ceared ro be a part 
of the Britifh plantations, and fell back into 
the dafs of American aominions that were 
not imitied to any frecial privileges in m,H
ters of trade. They no longer were intitled 
to come to the Britiih plantations, nor could 
the goods and commodities of their country 
be imported into Great-Britain but in Bri
tiili thips. 

To adhere to rhe ftrietnefs of this rule, 
and exclude American fhips belonging to 
~c people of the New Soveteignty, now 
ackno .... ledged by us, would have mani~ 

fefled fuch a want of difpofition co con
ciliate, as was not confifie.llt with the recent 

treaty 
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treaty of peace; and fomething was to be 
deviftd that would bear a ref~mblance to 
the courfe of trade that had long fublifted. 
It was foon feen that this adjuftment re
quired a more minute irrtreftigation than the 
preffure of the moment would allow; the 
parliament therefore, inftead of }aying down 
any permanent rule for regulating this com
plicated and hitherto 'unexplored fubjett,. 
conferred on his majefty a di[cretionary 
power to make fuch order therein, as he from 
time to time fhould be advifed to ·make. 
It was enatted by ftat. 23' Ceo. 3· c. 39. 
for the purpofe of opening a commercial 
intercourft (for this term, introduced by the 
prohibitory aCts, was now continued to ex
prefs the American trade) with rhe United 
Stares, that it fhould be lawful for the king 
in council, by orders to be iff"ued from time 
to time, to give fuch directions and make 
fuch regulations with refret\: to dutie~, 

drawbacks, Olt otherwife, for carrying on 
the rr~de and commerce berween the people 
and territories belonging to the crown df 
Great Brir .. in and thofe of lhe United States, 
as to him in co\'HH:il iliould appear rno{\; ex"": 
pedicnt and falutary (0). 

(a) Sea. 3-

To 
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'to free American !hips from the checks 
to which they were before fuhj e8:, as 01ips 
bringing plantation good~, it was at the 
fame time ordained, that no manifeft, 
certificate, or other document whatfoever, 
fhould be required for 3ny 01ip belonging to 
the United Scates arriving frem thence at 
any POrt in this kir1gdom , or upon entering 
cr de3ring out from any jJort in this king_ 
com for any port in the United States, 
~xcept the bonds that are reqlli red for duly 
exporcing and not rclanding goods in
titled to a drawback or bounty, or 
prohibited to be ut"t:d in this kingdom (n). 
Where a certificate is nccenary for die. 
charging a bond entered into for landing 
goods in the United States, a certificate 
under the hands and feals of any officers 
appointed by the United Sr:lt ::s for rh:1t 
purpofe thall be fufficiem; and It' nune fnch 
a.re appointed, then of any magillr:ue [here, 
certifying, that no filch officer has been 
appointed, and that oath was made before 
him by the marter, that [he goods were duly 
landed (b). 

THIS aa: being experimemal,. and ro 
ferve the neceffity of [he moment, WlS (0 

(~) Sell. 2. 
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continue only for a few momhs; bue it · was 
afterwards flll"ther continued by two acts 
made in the next feffions of parliamentt 
namely, fiat. 24. Ceo. 3. fi. I. C. 2. and c. IS. 

lt was again further continued by two acts 
paffed in the fecond feffion of 24. Cto. 3. (a), 
and by another paffed in 25: Gw. 3. and fo 
on to the 28. Ceo. 3' by an annual at\: of 
continuance, without any aheration except 
the following; namely J in fiat. 24. Cto. 3' 
c. 45. the parliament united fO the difcre~ 
tionary power they had conferred on the 
king for regulating the trade and commerce 
with .he United Stares, the fame power to 

regulate the trade and commerce with the 
Britifh colonies in America, as far as 
regarded iron, hemp, fail-cloth. and 
O[her articles of the produce of any place 
bordering on the Baltic, which might be 
lawfu lly exported from this kingdoIil. This 
rc:gulation went on, hand in hand with the 
other for the general intercourfe, in the 
annual aCl:s of cominuance. 

SOME doubt had arifen as to the legal 
mode of enforcing a due execution of the . 
power loillged in hismajel1y by fiat. 23·GtD. 3. 

(") C. t ; and c. '3_ 
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c. 39' To remove this it was enatl:ed 
by ftat. 27. Ctf). 3' e. 7. (one of the annual 
eontinuing atts) that if any goods or 
commodities, the growth or produtl:ion of 
the United States, iliould be imported into 
the WeftAndia IOands, other than (uch, 
and in fuch manner, as by law, or by that 
aCt, or by order of his majeft:y in councils 
fhould be permitted. they fhould be forfeited, 
together with the fhip (a). The forfeiture 
was extended by frat. 28. Ctf). 3. C. 5. fed. 2. 

to the export from this kingdom of the 
beforementioned article5 from the Baltic, 
and to the import of American articles from 
the United S~a[e~ into this kingdom. 

IN the fame aCl: the following temporary 
regulation w~ made refpeCl:ing the inrer
eourfe between the United States and our 
'","eft-India l11ands, in addition to that made 
under ftat. 23· Ceo. 3. c. 39. In order that 
no proviGons or lumbe'r, being the growth 
or produtl:ion of the United States, iliould 
be imported from the foreign inands, it was 
enatl:ed, that no flour, bread, rice, fhingles, 
.or lumber of any fort, fhould be imported 
from a foreign Weft-India Inand; with a 

(a) Sell: ..... 
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provi(o, that governors, in cafe of neceffity J 

might, with :!Je advice of their councils . 
authorize the import of fuch aniclcs for & 

limited time, 

ANOTHE R exception to the power given 
to the king by frat. 23. Geo. s· c. 39. wal 
contained in frat. 2 5' Geo~ 3' c. 1. which wal 
made for regulating the trade between the 
Uniced States and the i{land of Newfound
land. By -tbat aa, no goods or cammodi .. 
til's whatfoevcl= were to be irnportecl into 
Newfoundland, . or the adjacent ifiand~, 

from the United States, except bread, flour, 
and live-Ilock, and that only in Britifh·built 
fhips, owned by tbt: l ing's [ubjetts, and na
vi gat~d according to law, and which iliou!d 
havt.! cleared out with\n [even plomhs before 
the importation from fame part of the king's 
dominions in Europe,and obraineda licence, 
according to the form prefcribed in the atl::, 
from the commiffioners of lhe cuftoms in 
England or Scotland, or the commiffioners 
of revenue in Ireland. This was to continue 
to 25 March ]786; and from thence it was. 
continued, by flat. 26. Geo. 3' c. 1. to 
25 March 1788 . By fiat. 26. CiO. 3. C. I. 
l ndian·corn ~\':l$ added to the other anicle~ 
pcrmiHcd to.) be 10 impc~tcd . 

THIJS 
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Taus ftood the law in the beginning of 
the year 1788. r~fpeaing the imercourfe 
between this kingdom and the United 
States, and between the colonies anq the 
United States. As [Qth~ former, itdepended 
on an 4llnual order of council, grounded on 
fiat. 23. Ceo. 3' c. 39. continued and' 
amended by (ubfeqnent aas. as before
mentioned; the nature of which annual 
orden in council I 1hall defer fpeaking on 
for the prefent. As to the lauer, it de
pended upon the fame- order, iaving the 
branches of it which the par.liament had 
tak~n om of the hands of the king: 
firft, By {lac. :25' CN. 3. and 26. Ceo. 3-
with regard to rhe import of bread, flour, 
Jndian~corn, and Jive·flock, 'from the 
Vnited States to Newfoundland j and. 
fecondly, by fiat . '2.7. Geo. 3. c. 7. with 
regard to the circuitous importation of 
Jumber aod provifians from thence, Ihrough 
tbe foreign \Veft·lnJia ! (bods, into our own. 
There laws were nuw upon the point of 
txpiring, wh.:n the parliament, having 
again to declare its annual judgment upo" 
~he . i~tercollTfe with the United States l 

deemed it p roper to make a permanent la\v 
for fetthng pne great portion of this trade. 
The ann ual ad: for Newfoundland was left 

to. expire. The al1nu<l:l int<;: rcour[e aa. 
ftat l 
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fiac, ::: 3' Geo. 3' c. 39' was continued by 
fiat, 28. Geo. 5. c,.5. fo far only as extended 
to the trade and commerce carried on be· 
tween this kingdom and the territories of 
the United States; which at once let fall the 
regulation concerning the circuitous import 
of lumber and provifions, and the whole of 

. the order in council founded on ie, which 
refpecred the trade between our colonies 
and the United States. This laltcr was put 
into an aa, which was intended tQ be per· 
manene. As the intended regulation was to 
contain the Cubftance c.f what had been rhe 
policy of the orders in council, and had 
DOW had the experience of five years of 
praCtice, added to the light which fame 
difcuffion had now thrown upon the new 
paGtian in which the two countries fluod 
" .. ith relation to each other, it was thought 
it might fafely be formed into a flanding 
Jaw, inftcad of floating any longer on an 
order of council, thaI mult be renewed every 

)'ear. 

Tn IS gan rife to nat. 28.Gto. 3. c. 6. which 
contains the \\'ho:e of lhe prefent law refped
ing [he intercourfe between the Britinl· 
colonies and tlie United Stares. The pro
vifions of this act may be divided into fuch 

~;\ 
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as relate to the Weft:-Indies, and fuch as 
relate to the f;olonies in North Amenca. 

FIRST, wirh regard to the Weft-Indies, 
it ordains, that nq goods or l:ommodities 
whatever Ihall be imported or brought from 
any of the territories belonging to the 
United States into any of his majefty's 
Wefl:-India Wands ( in which defcription the 
Bahama and the Bermuda or Somers' Ifland, 
are included), under the penalty of forfeiture, 
together with the fhip imponing thent~ 

except only the following anicles ; namely, 
tobacc~, pitch, tar, turpentine, hemp, flax, 
mafis, yards, bowfprits, ftaves, heading_ 
boards, timber, {hingles, and lumber U any 
fort; horfes, neat-cattle, .fileep, ~hogs, 

poultry, and live-ftock of any fort; bread, 
bifcuit, flour, peas, heans, potatoes, wheat, 
rice, oats, barley, and grain of any fort; 
ruch commodities being of lhe growth or 
produfrion of any of the territories of the 
United Stares (a); and thefe are not to be 
brought but by Briti(h fubjeCl:s, and in 
Britifh-built (hips, owned by his majefty's 
.fubjea" and navigated according to law, 
under the fame penalty of forfeiting the fbip 
and cargo (b), 

(a) Sc...tt. I. V) sea. a. 
Aa THUS 

'3H 
; 

PAil. T ' UI: 

'--v--J 
File ); Tin: 

PEA!:'l:: 17'3. 
T OA.0.179 t , 
Pl. ... NT ... TIOli 

TtADt. 

Inlercourfe 
with Ihe \Vdl. 
I lldie,. 



354 
·p' lI It T flf. 

'---.,-J 
P ROM THE 

PlACE , ,81. 
TO A. D.11S1J, 
PLA NTATI ON 

"' .. ADli. 

HUTOnYOF THE LAW OP 

THUS farofthelmportsto the Wefl:~Indie9; 
next as to the exports from thence. Ie is 
permitted to export from the Weft-India· 
lflands to the territories of the United States 
nny goods or ~ommodit ies whatfoever which 
were not, at the time of pailing the aCt, 
prohibited to be ~xpof(ed to any foreign 
country in Europe; and alfc fugar, moJaffes, 
coffee, cocoa~nut5, ginger, and pimento: 
but thofe artides, or any other (except faIt 
from <f'urks Jjlands), are not to be exported 
but by Britilh fubjeCts, and in Britifu-built 
Ihips owned by his majefiy's [ubjects, and 
navigated according to law, under the pe
nalty beforementioned (o). In fueh caCes, 
wher~ a bond would he required on the 
exportarion of goods to a Britilh colony in 
America, a bond is to be given, on the 
exporlationoffuch goods, for the due land 
ing of them in the United Srates, to be 
difcharged by.a certificate under the hand 
and feal of the Britifh conful, or any officer 
appointed by the United States (or of fome 
magiUrate, certify ing that there is no fuch 
officer), and that oath has been made by 
the mafier, that [he goods were: duly 
landed (b). 

SUCK-
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SUCH is the plan of policy rctded by 
parliament for the imercourfc with our 
'Vell.lndia Iflands. But, notwithftanding 
aU American {hips were lhus excluded from 
the general trade to and from the Weft~ 
Indies, it was thought advifeable to admit 
them [0 a particular branch of trade. which 
needed more than ordinary encouragement: 
this was, the making of faIr at 'l'urks IJIands, 
which are among the Bahama Iflands. Any 
fhip belonging to the United States coming 
in ballall, but not otherwife, may enter the 
ports of thofe iflands for the purpofe of 
lading with faIt, but for no other purpo(c, 
under the penalty beforementioned (aJ. 
The mailer of fuch !hip is (0 make entry 
upon oath, declaring the Quilt of the Chip, 
how manned, who is maO:er and owner, and 
the purpofe of hIS coming; and is to anfwer 
queftions touching thofe particulars, if put 
by the officers of the culloms, on pain of 
forfeiting 1.100. (b). A tonnage duty of 
two (billings and fix pence is impofed on 
fuch Chips, to be afcertained by admeafure· 
men[; and it is to be paid before any fait is 
laid on board (e). 

(6) g,8.6. (c) Sect. 7. I. 
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To prevent the commllnication thus per .. 
mitred with CJ'lIrks IfJands being made a 
channel of illicit trade, no ge.ods or com .. 
moclities whatever are to be exported from 
'1'urk,s 1jlands to any part oflhe Bridal domi
nions in America or the Well-Indies, or 
laid on board any velTel in dlOfe illands, 
except faIt; nor to Great Britain or Ireland f 

except fait, and alfc fuch goods and com
modities as may by law be imported intQ 
this kingdom from all other coumries what
foever, free of afl duties, under the penalty 
of the forfcitur~ beforementioned. 

THE next provifion in this act is to obviate 
the circuitous trade that had been provided 
againft. in the: ,nnual afr of Z;. G(o. 3. 
None of the articles permitted in the for. 
mer part of the prefent att to be imported 
diretl:: ly from America, are to be brought 
from :lny ifland in the Weft-Indies under the 
dominion of any foreign European fovereign 
or fl::ate, under the penalty of the forfeiture 
bcforcmcntio.Qed (a), However, in cafes of 
public emergency or difl::refs, the go'VernofJ 
of any of tbe iflands may, with the adto'icc: 
and con Cent of their council, authorize t~ 

(.) SeA. 10., 

impolUlion 
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importation of thofe articles for a limited 
time from any fuch foreign ifland, for the 
Supply of the inhabiran~s ; bue ffuch im
porration muft be by Brit ilh fubjeCts, and in 
Britith-built !hips, owned by his majefty's 
fu bjeCls, and navigated according to law (0) . 

Such is the whole of this act, which rebies 
(0 the Well-Indies. 

S ECONDLY , it ordains, with regard tothe 
American colonies, that no goods or com
modities whatever fhall be imported from 
the United States into the provinces of 
N rrva Scotia or Ntw Brunfwick, the IjIand of 
Capt B a lM, St. John's, or NtWfoundland, or 
into any count ry tlr il1and within their re
fpeCtive governments, under the penalty of 
the fame forfeiture (b). H owever, in oJC! 
of pllblic emcigency and diftrcfs, the go
, 'ernors of all thofe places (except New
foundland) may, with the advice and con
rent of [heir council, authorize [he importa
t ion of fcaotli ng, planks, fbl.ves, heading
boards, rh ingles, hoops, or fquared timbcr, 
of any fort; hor(cs, neat-cattle, nleep. hogs, 
.poultry, or liye- i1n c ;~ of ;~n)' fort j bread, 
bifcuit, flour, pea(~ , bea.ns, potatoes, wheat, 
rice, oats, barley, or grain of any fort, for ::l, 

(.) sea. JI . (h) Sect 1%. 
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limiu:d time, from the U oired States, fqr 
[he fuppJy of {he inll.1bi~an~s. 

A r:tD , with regard to Newjol:?ldlal1d, his 
m:tjd1:y in council m:ly by order from time 
to time lJut horize, or by warrant under his 
(ign manual impmycr the governor of New
found land [0 authorize, ~n cafe c.f neceqity, 
th<; importation of bread, nour, Indian 
.com, and li ve-ftQrk , from the lJnited St~tes 
for [he fupply of t~C inhabirants ~nd fither
men, for the then cnfuing feJ.fon on"ly ; 
wh ich imporqtiQo is ~o lJe con tormable to 
[nch reglJlations ::nd r~fl:ria i ofls as Iha~ l 

be fpecified in fucl~ order, or warrant: and 
fuch fpcciai imporrarions, whether to NO':Jfl 
Scolia and the other place~, or to Ntw
faundland, mua be by Britifh fubjecrs, al!d 
in BritiUl-built fhips, owned by his majeC
ty's [ubjeCts, a?d naviga{~d according tp 
law (a). 

FURTHf; R, no goods or commodities 
whatever arc to be imported from lhe 
Uni[cd States by fcl. or coaawife into th~ 
province of Sf<..uebec, or the coumri<'s or 
jpands within that government , or up lh¢ 

(a) StEt. 13. 

River 
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River Sr. Lawrence, lmder the penalty of 
the forfelmre beforementioned (a). 

THE import of Am~rican articles from 
the foreign ifbnds. which the r;overnors 
might undcr- this act permit occafionally 
for the fupply of the inhabitants, was foon 
converted into a traffic of importing, and 
then exporting to others of our own jilands. 
This be ing contrary to rhe dclign of the 
meafure, it was provided by llar. 29. Ceo. 3. 
c. 56. that (nch t'xponation, or the l)uning 
on board any fhip, boat, or vefTel, or bring
ing to any quay with iotenr to export~ 

fhould be punilhed widl a forfeiture of the 
arricles in quellion, and of rhe (hip, bO:lr. 

or veifel (b). The better to gll~rd again!t 
fuch exportation, no articles of the fame 
fort that may be lawfully exported, arc to 
be fhipped till the exporter has Ji-. :::.df~ oath, 
that none of them were imponed, under fuch 
permiffiQn, from a foreign iiland (c). By 
!tat. 31. Geo. 3. c. 38. there provifions are ex
tended to any foreign colony or pbnration 
on the cenJinent of Smtih America. 

IT now remai ns (0 confider the orders in 
council, that were made ftom time to time 
for carrying into execution the powers 

(p) sea. 1+. 0) Sea. I. (e) SelL %. 
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lodged in his majefty by frat. 23. Ceo. 3' c. 36. 
for regulating the trade with America; and 
which were rererved for this place, that they 
might not incerrupt the train in which it 
was convenient to .arrange the foregoing fta
tutes, all belonging to the fame fllbjed. 

THE firO: order was made 14 May 1783; 
by which it was direCt.ed, that oil, and un
manufactured goods and merchandize, the 
growth or produt:\:iori of the United States, 
might be imported direeUy from {hence into 
this kingdom, either in BritiOl or American 
fuips, upon payment of the fame duties as if 
imported from a Britifu plantation in Ame
rica; and that there Ihould be the [arne 
drawbacks, exemptions, and bounties on 
merchandize exported from Great·Brit~in to 
the United States, as on the like goods ex
ported to a Brit ifh plantation in Arneric:!.; 
and American lhips that had come into port. 
fince 20 J anuary 1783, were to be admitted 
to an entry, and entitled to the benefit of 
this order. 

THE act under which the above order was 
made ha\'ing expired, and a new aCt paffed 
to [he fame effea, a new order was thereupon 
made. This orde~' was dated 6 June 1783, 
and varied fomcwhat from the former. In. 

fiead 
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fiead of the general words there ufed, it l' A" T IU. 

enumerated the articles that were to be ad- \FlO ~ n: 
mined upon the plantation-duty; namely, PBACE '781. 

TOA. D. In~ 

pitch, tar, turpentine, indigo, mafts, yards, I'LANTATIOII 
T I. "O!' 

and bowfprits . . It further dirctted, that 
tobacco might be landed from thence~ on 
paying the old fubfidy, and then be ware-
hau[ed, upon bond, with the allowance 
for p:l.yr:nChl (If the further duty according 
'0 the aCl:s in force. 

THIS varia.tion in the orders of councit, 
ilfued within Jefs than a month one from 
the other, Chews how unfettled men's minds 
were, and how unprepared to agree upon , 
any permanen t fyftem for governing the 
American nade. 

As yet, nOlhing hac1_ been done to regu_ 
late the trade betwccn our colonie:. anti the 
United SUItS ; but on 2 July 1783, an 
order came out for [lut purpo(c; by which 
permiffian was given to export rum, fugar, 
moia1res, coffee, cocoa-nms, ginger. and 
pimento, by Britifh fub.,«h, in Bricifh-built 
fhips owned by his Inajefl-y's fubj~as, and 
navigaredaccordinglobw, fram tbe We[\:
India iflands ta the Uniced Sca tes, on pay
ment of (he fame dUty, and CuhjeCl to the 

like 
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like regulations, as if they were exported 
to a Bridal colony in America. 

SUCH was the limited intercourfe which 
his majdly's government . thought it ex
pedient to allow between the United States 
and the Britilh colonies. An order was 
iffucd on 5 September 1783, to facilitate 
this intercourfe, by directing, that bonds 
given on dea~jng ou[ from Great·Brirain 
or the W dl::.lndies, and carrying the above~ 
mentioned goods to the United States, 
fhould be difchargcd upon the like cer
tificates as are required by the Act of 
Navigation, £lat. 12. Car. 2. C. 18. f. 19' to 
9ifcharge bonds given in Great-Britain for 
'the due bnding of any other goods in the 
United States; and direCtion wa~ gi"cn 
that all bonds taken finee the date of the 
fprmer order, {h9u~d b~ qjfcharged on ~hc; 
like certificate. 

By an order of 5 Novehlber q83, an 
amendment was made in the ordeI: of 6 J line 
1783, refpeCting th~nportation of tobacco, 
by direCting, that in caCe of importation into 
(~e pons of London, Briaol, Liverpool,' 
COWl'S, Whitehaven, or Greenock, the 
importer might be alJow~d to give bond. for 

'he 
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~he old fubfidy, as well as the furthcrdmic:, 
~ue, in the manner ,and with th~ allQw
anccs mentioned by the ads on ~hat fubjelt; 
~nd if fuch tobacco Jhould be ta~en out of 
~he warehoufes, a~ any of thoCc porrs. to be 
exported, the l>oncl ~ Jhould be difcharge~ 
in the manner mentioned in the aas of par
liament on i:h~t fubjelt! Some doubt arifing 
concerning ~he a,lowance here made, an 
order came out oil 19 November 1783, 
whereby it was declared, chat th~ faid order 
lbould no~ extend ~o the making any al. 
lowance fQr payment of the old fubfidy; 
and the. port of Glafgow was added to thofe 
pamed in tf1e faid order' of 5 November 

'783. 

ON 26 December 1783, a new order was 
ifiucd, Luntaining, for the fira time, the 
~vhole regulation · for the American rrade, 
both with Great-Britain and with the colo~ 
nies; and this order is particularly deferving 
~f notice. as the fubjtCl. was there thrown 
into that form in whil.:h it has con~inued, 

wi~h ver}' li~tle variation, evtr fince. 

IN this order, there is another variation 
in· the defcription of theartides ; that is, oil, 
which had be{:~ a permitted article in [he 
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firft, but not enumerated in the fecond or .. 
der, was r,ot exprefsly excepted; and the 
general defcription of lmm4JJ1'fa8ur~4 goods, 
ufed in tht; firfl: order, was now added to the 
arrides enumerated in the fecond order; to 
which genera l dcfcription was added a guard. 
to prevent goods, olherwife prohibited, from. 
coming in under this permiffion; the words 
nln thus : " any unmanufaD:.iJred goods, 
" or merchandize, the importation of whid\ 
" into thi5 ki ngdom is not prohibited by 
" law (except oil ) , and any pitch, ~r. 

"turpentine, indigo, math, yards, and 
H bowfprits." The regulation abom (0 -

bacco was retained, together wid\ the laO: 
:theration made for taking away the al. 
lowance for prompt payment of the old 
fubfidy. 

THE orders~ that had hitherto been made 
for the intercourfe between the U Dited States 
and our colonies, went no further than to 

permit the exportation from the Weft Indies 
of cerrain articles [0 the United States. The 
prcfent order went a fiep further, and laid 
down a rule for the impor/ali(1n of cf'rtain ar
ticles from the United Scates. It was order
ed, that pitch, tar, turpentine, hemp, 
flax, lUaUs, yards, and bowfprits, fiaves, 

heading-
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heading-boards, timber, fhingles, and aU 
other fpecies of lumber; harres, neat-earele, 
{heep, hogs, poultry, and aliotber [pecies of 
live-fiock, and live proviJions; peafe, b~ans, 
potatoes, wheat, flour, bread, bifcllir, 
rice, oats, barley, and all other fpecie, 
of grain, being the growth, and produClion 
of any of the U nited States, might be im
paned by Britilb fubjects in Brit j(h.built 
!hips , owned by his majdly's fubjc{ts, and 
navigated according to law, from any POlt 

ofche Unhcd States to any- of his majcHy's 
Well: India inands, the B:l. hama i1hnds, and 
the Bermuda or Somer iflands_ The ex
port from the WeO: Indies was eom\.nued on 
the fame foot ing <is by the former order; 
and the whole of the regulations of the pre
fent order were made to extend to all goods 
imponed from and fllippcd for exportation 
to the United States finee 20 Dccemher 

t 783-

THE orders iffucd on 18 June and 30 
July 1784 (the atl: under which the firO: of 
them was made continuing only to 1 Augufi:) 

. conformed precifely with the one of the 
former year jufl:mentioned. On 27 AugU11 
in the fame year, there came out a frelb or
der, group.ded on the 0lCt: pafTed [hat feffion 

of 
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of parliamem refpecting goods of the Bal· 
tic. By this order the fame drawback waS 
allowed on exportation of foreign hemp, or 
iron; to the Britifh colonies, or to the 
United States, as are allowed by law on 
their exportation to other foreign pons. By 

an order made 24 November 1784. the 
port of Latlcajler was OI.dded to the other 
pons for warehoufing tobacco imported 
from the United States. 

THE act paf[ed "in the feffions 1784, was 
made to continue to 5 April J 785; the 
atl:s pafi'ed aftcr that were in like manner 
annual; a.nd fo wcrethe ordersofcollncilmade 
upon them. Thc annual order made 
S April 1785, purfued the order of t!te 
former year precifely ; befides which was ad· 
ded~ for the fir£tlime, a regulation for the 
trade between the United States and the 
Britilh colonics in Nonh America. It was 
ordered, that no goods or commodities be· 
ingthegrowth or manufacture of the Unired 
States, Ihollid be imported into the provin
ces of Nrr.:a Scotia or Ntw-Brunr..vick, and 
their refpetlive dependencies, except horfes, 
neat-cattle, ilieep, hogs, poultry, and all 
ocher fpecic5 of live-frock, and live pro. 
yiflons; peafe, beans, potatoes, wheat,. 

flour, 
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flour, bread, l.>;[cuit, rice, oats, barley, 
and 311 other fpecies of grain; alfo lumber 
of every fort; and thefe were to be imported 
by Britifh fubjetts only, and in none other 
than Britilli·blliit fhips, owned by hi s rna
jefty's fubjecl-s, and navigated according to 
law, and only during fuch time as the go
vernorsofthofeprovinces (hollld, wi(h (he au
vice of their count:il, declare the f:tme by 
proclam:ltion to be necetT.lly for the fupply 
of the inhabitants : further, no goods or 
commodities whatfoeve r, being the growth 

• • or manufacture of the U lI'ired·Statcs, were 
to be imponell into the pons of tbe pro· 
vince of C2!.lcbrc. 

AN order was made I .; February 1736, 
for allowing the warellOufing of ri ce upon 
the fame terms as were prcfCrihcd in former 
orders with regard to tohacco, prcferving 
the fame dift incrion between the ports there 
named and others. 

I N the annu:lI order made 24 March t 786, 
were contained fomt: few variations from the 
former. The exception from the enume· 
rated articles, which had hitherro been con .. 
fined to oil, was now exrend~d ro blubber, 
whale-fins, and fpc:rmar;eti; and the word 

oil 

'''ItT lit. 
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FROio! TH& 
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oil was changed into fifo-o:!; the irhpor .. 
tation might be ei!her in Britilh-builc 
fhips owned by his majefty'!j {ubjeCts, and 
na.vigated according to law; or if in Ame
rican £hi ps, might be until I Jan. q8) in 
1l1ips belonging [0 [he fu bjeCts of the United 
States, and whereof the mafter and three. 
fourths of the mariners were [ubjeCts of the 

Uni ted Srates: but if after 1 J an. 1787 
they were American {hips, they were to be 
£hips buill in the United States, and owned 
and nav igated as before-mentioned. Thefe 
two alreratibns.·werc, no doubt, fuggefted 
by the difcuffions that were now frequently 
had on the fubjeCt of the Southern ""' hale
fifh ery, and (he flli pping and navigation of 
the country, and which led to the f..mr, ing 
two bills that were paired into laws in the 
then feffion of parliament, Conformably 
"',ith t.he ideas then prevailing , the expret: 
fion of Britifo /hips waS cbanged into Brilifb
buill jhips. 

A N aEt having been pa{fed in (he lall fef· 
fion of parliament reCpeft ing the importa. 
tion of robacco , the former direCtions on 
th is head were dropped in (he prefent order, 
and that article was <.!ireti:ed -to be imported 
in conformity to the regulations of fiat. 

'5' Gto'3" 



SaUPING AND NAVIGATION. 

25· G!o. 3.; but the fpeciai wording on that 
fubjett was retained and transferred to the 
article of rice. In the part that regu
lates the trade between the Weft India 
iflands and the United States, tobacco js 

added as an article that may be imported 
from America ill tbe fair and lawful way of 

barl!r and Iraffi" " between the people of 
" the United States and thofe of the Weft 
" Indies:' as permitted oy ftat. 'l S. GiO. 3. 
juft nlentioned. 

IN the annual order made 4 April 1787, 
'an addition was made to the enumerated 
articles, which now TUn in this order: pig_ 
iroll, bar-iron, pitch, tar, turpentine, rofin, 

pel-ajh, pearl-ojh, indigo, mafis, yards, 
bowfprits; and conformabl.y with the po
licy begun in the laft annual order, if the 
importation wa.s in American {hips, they 
Were to be built in the cOllntries of the 
United States, and owned and navigated as 
required in the former order. Again, the 
following arricles were added to the enu
merated al1icles allowed to be imported into 
?lova 'eolia and New Brullfwick, rather with 
the view of better explaining, as it fhould 
(cern, whatcameunder the word INmber, name
ly, every fort of equared timber, r,anding, 
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planks, boards.tlaves, heading~boards, Ibin .. 
gles. and hoops. In other refpeCts this order 
conformed with the one of the foregoing 
year, and the annual order made. 19 March 
1788 conformed with that of qS7 juft 
mentioned, except that every thing relat. 
jng to the Weft Indies and the Britifh colo~ 
nies was left out, thore regulations being 
incroduced inco fiat. 28. Geo. 3. palfed that 
reffian of parliament. 

THE annual order made 3 April 1789, 
purfued that of the foregoing year in every 
thing, only that wheal, which had been 
prohibited by an order of council dated 
'2.5 June 1788, on account of an aiarm 
about the Heffian fly, which was fuppofed 
EO have infefted the American crop, was' 
added .to the articles excepted from im. 
pOftatiOn. The annual order made in. 
April 1790 contained no alterations from 
thar of rhe foregoing year, but that wheat 
'was no longer among rhe excepted arti .. 
cles . 

SOME doubt had been fiarted upaa the 
meaning of the American order, which ap'" 
plied to it in all its changes from the fuR: 
Ufue of it to the laft; namely, What was to 

~e 
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be the conftru8:ion as to thofe articles im· 
pOiled from the United StlteS which were 
not cnumelated or defcribed in the ordeI? 
And upon examining the order itfdf, a 
doubt was raifed upon the wording. Some 
contended, that the words towards the e10fe 
of the firft fed ion, a"d no o/btr, were to be 
underftood as referring to the articles ; and 
then the meaning would be, that no other 
articJtJ than thofe enumcl3!cd and defcribed 
lliould be admitted at all . Others can· 
tended, that no olbtr referred to the duty; 

and the meaning WlS, the articles enllme. 
rated lhould pay the dmy there fpecified, 
and n6 olbtr duty: and they held, that thofe 
articles tbat were t:Xcepted, and all other 
articles from the United States, fhould be 
imported upon the gmer$J ditty to which they 
would be fubjdt, if coming from any other 
place. The latter is m0fi: probablj' the 
fenfe in which the words were ufed by the 
framers of the firft order; it was certainly 
the fenfe in which they had been confirued 
at the cufiom·houfe. Bm to remove all 
doubt, it was thought proper, that an order 
of council iliould be made , for explaining 
.this doubt, and putting beyond all difpute 
,the words of an in(lrument, that contained 
the law for goverQing the whole: trade with 

B b • (he 
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PUT III. the United &a~es. This wa" accordingly 
~. 

U"C£ 178.. done by an order made" , 00. 1790; in 
to".D.179~· which likewife was removed an ambiguity 
PLAt:TATION 

TIIoAD£. to which the word oil was fubjeB::, from the 
printer having interpofed a comma betWeen 
that word and the word fijh. 

THE provifions of this explanatory order 
a.re as foHow: That oil made from fith or 
creatures living in the fea, a.nd blubber, 
whale~fins) and fpermaceti, and alfo all 
other goods fod merchandize, the impor
ration of which into this kingdom is nor by 
law prohibited, being dle growth, produc
tion, Of manufafture of any of the territo
ries of ,he United States, and not cnume
rated or defcribed in the annual order, may 
be imported upon payment of fuch duties of 
cuftom and excife as are payable on the like 
goods and merchandize imported from cour., 
nics not under the dominion of his majefty, 
according to tables A. and D. and F. in [he 
confolidation aCt, or any fubfeql.lent law; 
and where different duties are there impofed 
on the fame goods coming from ditre~nt 

countries not under the ling's dominion, 
then u pan the lowell of f uch dutie!; and. 
fuch goods are to be intitled tQ dra.wback~, 

according [0 thOle tables. 
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THE annual order iffucd 1 April 1791 
was worded conformably with this explana
lion; and the order iffued 1 April 1792 

is a literal copy of that of the preceding 
year; and upon this order the trade wiili 
the United States is now carried on (oJ, 

ANOTHER point in the prefent policy 
with regard to the p!a.nrarions , is to encou~ 
rage the {fade that can be carried on by 
means offree-ports in the Weft-Indies. For 
this purpofe the ad of 6. Gto. 3. which had 
been dropped, as far as regarded the free .. 
Dorts in the i:lland of D om;'lico, ever fince 
fiat. 2 J. Cto. 3 ... nd was now lipan the point 
of expiring in toto, was repealed by fiat. 
':1.7, Geo. 3' c. '1.7. as far as regarded impor
u tion or exportation, or the admiffion of 
veffels, or the duries payable thereon (b). 
The repealing act then goes on to make 
regulations de novo, adding to the n\lmber of 
ports before opened, refhiCting the commo
dities admiffible to certain enumerated arti
cles, and limiting the tonnage of the fbip

ping.·. 

(.) See the Amcric.an order in the Apptndix. 
(h) Scd. I. 

B b 3 Taus 
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TH US wool, cotton ~ wool, indigo, cochi 
neal, drugs of all forts. cocoa, logwood, 
full:ic, and all forts of wood fer dyers ufe, 
hides, lkins, and fallow, beaver, and alllon s 
of furs, tonoife-Chell, hard-wood or mill
timber, mahogany, and all oth,:r woods for 
cabinct-warc, horfes, arrest mules, and cat
tle, being the growth or produCtion of any 
colony or plantation in America, belonging 
to, or under the dominion of, any foreign 
European fovereign or £late; and all coin 
and bullion, diamonds or precious £lones, 
1O:ly be imporced from fliCh colonies Of 

plantations into the ports of Killg/lon , Savannah 
iil Mer, Monlfgo Bay, :loci Sama Lucca, in the 
jfhnd of 'Jamllittl , the port of SI. George 

in the ilbncI of Grtnadll, the port of Rofoalt 
in the ifland of Dominica, and the port of 
Naffau in the ifl :l.Od of New p'"ovidma, 
one of the Bahamas. Such importation muft 
be in fame foreign floop, [chaaner, or other 
veifel, not having more than one deck, aod 
not exceeding the burrhen of feventy tons, 
and mull: be owned and navigated by the 
fubjects of [orne foreign European [overeign 
or flare (a) ; and the fame defcriptlon of. 
perfons and Olips may export frQrn thofe 

(a) s.:a! ~. 

ports 
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POrts rum being the produce of a. Britirh 
ifland, negroes brought imo thofe ifiands in 
Britilh·built thips, owned, navigated, and 
regiftered according lO law, and all manner 
of goods tbat bad be~n legally imported 
into thofe iflands, except maO:s, yards, 01" 

bowfprits, pitch, tar, turpentine, and to~ 
bacco, and alfo except fuch iron as Ihan 
have been brought from the BritiOl colonies 
or plantations in America (4). The legality 
of fuch importation is to be firO: made 
appear to the fatisfaCtion of the officer of 
the culloms (b). 

THE enumerated articles fo imported may 
be exported to Gfear Britain or lreland, 
under lhe fame regulations as are laid down 
in the Act of Navigation, fiat. 12. Co,.. 2. 

c. 18. and ita.t. 2 2 . & 23' Car. 2. c. 26. 

and alfo in ftat. 20. Ceo. 3' c. 10. which laid 
open the colony-trade to Ireland «(). 

No goods or commodities of the growth, 
produCtion, or manufacture of Europe, or 
the Eaft-Indies, tir other places beyond the 
Cape of Good Hope, are to be exportt:d 
from the i!lands of Grenada or Dominica, 

(0) Sea. 4. (h) Sell:. S. 

B b 4 
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or the Bahama Wands, [0 any other Britifil 
colony or pl.meatien in America or tbe 
Weft.~lndies (a). The regulations of {~is 
aCt are enforc;ed .by {he ueual forfeiture of 
the (hip and goods,. No fee or reward is to 
be taken by the officers of [he (:ufi:oms for 
any [nch foreign vefi"t:is, or the goods and 
merchandize imported or exponed there
in (b). 

T",'o alterations have fince been made ill 
this act. It being found that the limitation 
in the tonnage of the \· elICls was roo great 
a. rtfhaint on the trade, it was taken off 
by ftar. 30' Ge(J . 3. c. 29' but tbe veficb are 
fiill limited to one deck. Again, it being 
found that perfons who inhabited within 
the limits of countries admitted by us (:'J 

belong ~oEurorean fovereigns, but who did 
not hold themfcl~'es to be fubjt3s of fuch 
fonl'cigns, were anxious to participate in 
thi s trade, it was, by Hat. 31. Gtn. 3. c. 39. 
fed . 7' extended to velfels owned by any 
perfons itlh'lbiling fuch nnlOtries on the 
cont inen~ of Atn~rica. 

( .. ) Sell. 7. </0) S()t..9.. 8. 
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T HE fiat. 2. 7. Gto. 3.1ike the former F ree 
Port Act, was a regulation of experiment, 
and was to continue in force only rill 
I September I 792. , and from thence to the 
end of the next feffions of parliamenr. It is 
now continued, by an at\: of the prefenc 
fetEon; and by another aCt. of the prefenc 
femon, fugar and coffee, the produce of any 
foreign country or plant:ltion, may be im
ported into the port ofN\lff.-m, and into any 
other port in the Babamas, or Bermuda 
Wands, that {ha ll be approved by his J\') :l

jefly in counci l, under the regu lations of 
the Free Port Ads of 2.7. Gtc. 3. and 

;30' Geo. 3· 
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CHAPTER II. 

TRADE WITH ASIA, AFRICA, AND 

AMERICA. 

T HE only regulation made finee tht: 
peace in J 783, which affeCl:ed the 

general policy eil:ablifhed by the Ad of 
Navigation widl regard CO this trade, is a 
feajon (aJ in fiat. 27· Ceo. 3' c. 19' which 
regards the African Trade, and make ... it 
lawful for any perfon to import or bring 
imo Great Britain from Gibraltar, in any 
filip or veifel which before t May 1786 did 
trul y and without fraud belong to his majef
ty'sdomillions, or was of the buile of hisma ... 
jefly's dominions, and was navigated and re
gificrcd aecordingro law, any goods,wares,or 
merchandize, beingthegrowthor production 
of rhe dominions of the ernperorofMorocco, 
and which Chall have been imported into Gi
braltar directly from any oErhore dominion~ 

(a) SeEt. 11. 

not 
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not lying to the fOllthward of [he porr of Mo
gad(w, in (hips or veffels belonging to, or of 
the built of, his majefiy 's dominions, as before 
defcribed ,navigated and regiflered according 
to law, or jn !hips or veffels belongihg t.o the 
fllbjeCts of the emperor of Morocco, upon 
payment of the fame duties as if imported 
directly from Africa (a). But fuch goods 
are to be acco~p3.nied with a certificate 
from the governor of Gibmitar, lhewing 
they were brought into Gibraltar in the 
above manner (b). 

THE following alceration concerned the 
affairs of the African Company. The fort 
of Senrgal had been ceded ro France br the 
peace of 1783 ; and the French king gua
[.lnfeed to Great Britain the poffeffion of 
fort James and the river Gambia, both lying ' 
between the port of Sallee and Capt Fnugt. 

It was now thought more beneficial for tbe 
trade, that the forts, fettlemencs, and faClo
ries, between the port of Sallee and Cape 
R ouge, which by ftat • .5. Geo. 3' c. 44. had 
been vetlcd in the king, fhoulJ be re-vefi:ed 
in the Company. This was accordingly 
done by fLir. 23- Gt'O. 3. C. 65' The fame: 
freedom of trading there was: no[withftand. 
ing, continued to all the king's [lll~eCt:s . 

(a ) SetL It. (b) Sett. 12. 

CHAPTER 
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THE EUROPEAN TRADE. 

THE only provifions made during this 
Iafl: period that can properly be clafied 

under the head of regulations refpeCl:ing
the European Trade, are in a c1aufe in fl~t. 
~L7' Geo. 3· c. 13' and another in flat. 
27' Ceo. 3. c. 19· 

THE firft of thefe was for carrying into 
execution the commercial treaty with France. 
Two of the arricles that were the objeCl:s of 
that treaty were wine and olive-oil, both 
which were, hy the Act of Frauds, {tat. 
13. & 14· Car. 2. c. I I. prohibited (Q be 
imported from the Netherlands. This ftood 
in the way of the ad juftment now made by 
the treaty; and to remove this obftacle it 
was enaCted (4), that Fn:nch wints might 
be imported in ca1ks from any place in the 

(a) Sdl. 22. 

European 
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European dominions of the French ki"ng, in 
fuch manner, and under fuch regulations, 
as they might then· by law be imported from 
France; and alfo French wines in bottles 
or Balks, as well for fale as for private ufe, 
in the fame manner, and under fuch regula.. 
tions, as they might then be imported from 
France for private ufe: and alfo, that oliye· 
oil the produCt or manufacture of France, 
or of any place in the European domi nions 
of the French king, may be irnpom:d from 
any part of the Netherlands be10ngiltg [0, 

or under the .dominion of, the French king, 
in Briri1h·built 1hips or veffels owned, 
navigated, and regiftered according to the 
laws In force on or before 10 May 1787, 
or in French·built fhips or veffels owned 
by, and belonging wholly to, the [ubjetts 
of the French king;. and whereof the mailer 
and three· fourths of tbe mariner:; at the leaft. 
are the (ubjeCts of the French king. This 
regulation expires with the treaty in the 

year 1900. 

THE lail: of thefe dauCes (a) was made in 
oraer to do away (he injury which the Nav). 
galion At\; futfered from tbe provifion latdy 

. r.uade by frat. 2,2.. Gto .. 3· c. 78. in favour of 

(<II) In Ilat; 27. G~. 3. c. r~. 

forcigll 
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foreign fllippin g . Under thar aCt, foreign 
thipping were qualified to import the arti
cles enumerated and defcribed in the eighth 
[eaion of the ACI: of Navigarion; if they 
were of the built, or belonged to any other 
counrry {han [hat of their growth or pro
duttion , prdvided it was a country under 
the tan~e fovercign. This made an opening 
that gave offence to the j ealous defenders 
of {he policy of the Navigation Act ; and 
it was accord ing ly meant to be repealed, 
widlOut it s being fo e:xprefsly declared, by 
the following provilion; namely, that tht 
go~ds or eommocir ies fa enumeraccd or 
defcribcd in the _,\ d of Navigation, being of 
the growth, production, or lllanufaB:ure of 
Europe, may be imported into Great Britain, 
\Jndcr the rcg\lhuions of th.ltaCt, and of Hat. 
13' & 14_ Clr. z. c. II. and fl:at. 6. G(o. I. 

C. 15. either in {hips which before I May 
1786 trul y and withoLl[ fraud wholly be
longed to hi s majcO:y's dominions, or which 
arc of the built of his majdly's dominions, 
and regiilered according to law, or in {hips 
the bnih of any country Of place in Eu~pe 
belongmg to, or under the dominion of, 

',the wvcreign or (blte in Europe of which 
fueh goods or commodifies are the growth, 
produdion, or rh:tnu fad ure, or of fueh ports 

where 
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where thofe . goods can only be, or moll 
ufualJy are, firft {hipped for tranfportation, 
with a ma£ter and three-follnhs at leaft of the 
mariners belonging [Q fuch counrry, place, 
or port, and in no ather {hips whatfaever (a). 

By this aa, the fhips are required ta be 
of a certain built, as by the old law, but the 
built need not be of the very country af 
production, only of jome omlltry under the 
fame fovereign ; which latter point 'fo far 
agrees wich che liberality of the tht~fe 

meant to be otherwife correa:ed by this; 
and by the wording of th is part it applies 
alfo [Q countries circumftanced like thofe 
that were not under the f;lme fovereign 
at the time when the At( of N:tvigation 

was paired. 

IT was intended by this ad to reflore 
the law [Q the ftate it was in under the 
eighth fetl:ion of the Act of Navigation, 
as altered by the prohibitory claufe in fiat. 
13. & 14. Cor. 2. c . 11. and fiat. 6. Geo. I. 

c. 15. But the perming of this aCt [eems to 
do more. Thus, under the words of this 
aCt, currants and Turkey commodities, 
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being the growth, produttion, or m1nu· 
facture of Europe, may be imported ~i(her 

in fhips belonging 10, or fhips built in, Great 
Britain, or in lhips of the country; but by 
the eighth [eaion they may not be imported 
but in Britilh·buiit fhips, or fhips of the 
country. It was not, however, intended, 
th:u the permiffion under this act fhould go 
further thun the permillion under the eighth 
[etHon; and it is expre[sly provided, that 
this Permiffion fhould be exercifcd under 
the regulations of that and the other twO 

acts beforementioned. The conftruaion 
has accordingly been, thut where Britifh
buill n-li ps arc required by the eighth fec1ion, 
they mull fiin be employed under this act. 
In like manner, the permillion here given is 
not to be conlhued to take aw:l.Y the prohi
bitory cbufe in fiat. 13' & 14. Car. 2. nor is 
Ihe raving in ihr. 6. G,·o. I. which take! off 
pan ofrhac prohibition, to be extended be .. 
yond the limitations annexed (0 it, which 
require lhe goods Illlported to belong to the 
king's fubjed.s, and {he importation [0 be 
jn Bri rifll·blliit lhips(a). 

CHAPTER 
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THE COASTJNG TRADE. 

THE Coafiing Trade, :lS far as fhipping 
were concerned, fcems to have been 

left in the fiare in which it was placed by 
t~e Act of Navigation, and fiac. 1. Jae. 2. 

C~ 18. The late laws made to prevent 
fmuggling do, in fome meafure, affect this 
trade, but are not properly within the limits 
of the prefent work t 

C c CHAPTER 

,." II. T IU. 

I ---' 

'tAC l",], 
TOA.D, " 9 l • 

COUT1NO 
TllAI)!. 



PAJl.T lIT. 
--.-,-.J 
P EA[! I; S~. 

TO ii, D. '79~. 
PI 511i.llal., 

( 386 ) 

- C HAP T E R V. 

THE FIIRER]ES. 

7'ht Ntwfoundland Fijhtry-Tht Grunland 
FiJhtt:y-'rht Southtrn Whalt Fi}hffy-The 
Brilifo FijheritJ-Cfhe Haring Ftfbtry
'J'b, Deep-S,. Ffh"J. 

TH E extending and improving of the 
Fiilieries occupied a conliderable pOI'~ 

tion ofthaum:ntion which has lately hcen 
befl:owed on {he lliipping and navigation of 
the country. The regulations for condud
ing there in a great m<.:afure, and the boun
ties for their epcouragcment altogether, 
depended upon cerrain t cmpor,uy laws, 
which were pear expiring in the twenty .. 
fix!b year or' hi s majcfly's reign. Thus, 
tbe bounties granted by (tat. IS. Cto. 3. 
c. 31. for the Newfollndi.1nd Fifhtry were 
to expire on 1 January J 787' The bounties 
given by flat. 11. Cl'o. 3. c. 3~L for the 
GreenJand Fifilcry we.re to expJrc on 

2$ Dc-



IUSTORY OF TH :I LAW , &C. 

1.S D ecember 1786. Tne bounties given 
by nat. IS. Cto. 3. c. 3 I. and fiat: J 6. Gto. 3. 
c. 47. for the Southern whale fiiliery were ( 0 

expire I January 1787' The bounties given 
by flat. 11 · Ceo. 3' c. 3l . and fiat. 19· Gtr.'3. 
c. 2. 6. for the Bricifh white herring fi OH:ry, 
were to expire wi th the clofe of the feffion of 
parliament nexr after '22 Oaober 1785' It 
became immediately n('cdfary to confider 
the policy to be obferved rcfpecring thefe 
objects of trade and navigation. The refult 
of this canfideration was, that bills were 
brought into parliament and palft'd into 
laws, in the twenty.fixth year of the k.ing, 
for granting new bounties, and making new 
regulations for carrying on there: fiOleries 
with every pallible advantage to the nation. 
\Ve Ihall now take a view of thefe aas, 
Olnd the general [cope of tht:m. without 
entering too far into their detail. The fi rft 
is c. 2.6. for the Ncwfoundhnd fillH:ry ; 
the next is c. 41. for the Greenland filhery ; 
c. 50. for the Southern whale fillitry ; 
and c. 31. for the BritiOl filheries. 

THE bOllnties granted by c. 2. 6. are for 
(cn years, for vclfeJs employed in the Britifh 
filhery on the banks of N~wfaundland. 
They are to be Britilh .bui lr, and wholly 

C C 2. owned 
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owned by his majefty's· (objctts refiding in 
Grcat-BrilJlin, Ireland, Guernfey, Jeefey, or 
Man, navigated with a mafl:ce and (hrcc
fourths of the mariners of rhe (arne defcrip
(IOn. They are aifo to he qualified and 
fubjett to the regulations of {lal. 10. & II. 

Wit!. 3. c. 25. and the), are to dear om from 
fome POrt in Great Britain, Guernfey, Jerrey, 
or Alderney, after 1 January in every year, 
.and proceed to the banks of Newfoundland ; 
and having catched there a cargo of ,'lot lees 
than ten thou(:md filh, rhey areroland them 
at one of the pons on the north. caIt, or 
fot..:th fide of the ifland, between Cape St. 
John and Cape Raye,on or before 151'Jly, 
and then make onc more trip at leaft [0 ::hc 
banks, and retllrn with another cargo Df lilli, 
.caxched there, [0 the fame port. The one 
hundred !hips which Jhall fidt do this are, 
jf navigated with not lefs rhan ewelve men, 
to be intideJ [0 401. each; if wieh lefs 
than twelve, but not Ic(:; than fevc:n men, 
2.51. each : provided , that if in either of 
thofe cafesrhe vefTd j~ wholly navigated by 
men.going out upon (hares, llu,( is, receiving 
a certain (bare of the profits of the voyage 
in lieu of wages, fuch veffd thail in tbe ficft 
cafe be intirlt:d to 50\. and in [he lanee cafe 

to 351~ l\gain, the m:X! one hundred 
vdfeb 
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velfels fo arriving are in the fint caCe to have 
251. each, in the latter cafe 181. each; and 
fuch of them as are wholly navigated by men 
going oue upon (harc;s /ball in the firO: cale 
be inritled to 351. and in the laner caCe 
(021 1. 

I N order to prevent frauds, a certificate is 
to be exhibited to rhe collector of the 
cllfioms before he pays the bounty, from the 
governor of Newfoundland, that all the 
requifires were there complied wilh (a) . 
The Candion of oaths by .the mailer and 
mate is required to certain faCl:s (b). Pro
vi Cion is made for preventing the defertion 
of (eamen (c), and the felling of boats, 
veffels, or tackle, for the filhery to fo
reigners (d). Powers are given to his ma
jefty's offil.:er:; on that f\:ation to feize ver .. 
fels (,y. 

AGAIN, by flat. 29' Geo. 3' c. 53' it was 
d ,: clared. that no filh taken or caught by 
any of his majefty's fllbjeCts or other perfoni 
arnvmg at Newfoundland, or its depen. 
dencies, or on the banks thereof, except 

(Q) Sell. I. (c) Sea. I .... ,; (r) Sea. 12, 13' 
Cd) Sell. 1+, IS, (') Sea. %0, %1, 
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(rom Great.Brirain, or one of the Britilh 
dominions in Europe, fhould be landed or 
driedon thatifland; withafavingcf t-11erights 
granted by treaty to the French king (is) : 
a proviiion that was occafioned by perfons 
from the Bermuda Wands having lately 
aimed at poffeffing themfelves of a {hare in 
the fifhery. 

THE bounties granted by c. 41. are for 
five years; they are for Britifh fhips, owned 
by Britifb fubjeEts ufually refiding in Great 
Britain, Guernfey, Jerfey, or Man, which 
proceed from thofe places on the whale 
fifhery to the Grttnldnd SetlS or Dtn·ils 
SlreigJ.'/s, or to the fcas adjacent, manned 
and navigated with a ma{\:er and three
to\lnhsat leaftofthemariners BridOl fubjects, 
ufually refiding in Great Brilain, Ireland, or 
Guernfey, Jerrey, or Man. Such ihip. 
after fhe has been vilited and admc.llurcd 
by the officer of the pon, and it thall appear 
llpl! il infpeEtion and examination upon oath 
of cenain perfons, and it filall be certified 
by fu ch officer, {hat the is properly furnifhed 
wid} tllckle and cquipmem for thr whale 
fither}" according to tbe re4uilires of the 

(a) By (lat. 18. Geo. 3. c 35- lIis m*fty is eJn· 

tlowered to make T, gulations for more peaceably carryin, 
on the Frend. FiJhtry. 

.tt, 
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.ct; and means to proceed thither, and en
deavour {O take whales, or other creatures 
living in rhe feas, and on no other defign 
or view of profit in the voyage, and to 
impOi t the whale-fins, oil. and blubber 
thereof, into Great Britain, fpecifying the 
pan, and 01all give bond for fo doing; 
upon thefe terms fuch (hip may have a 
licence from thecommiffioners of the cuftoms 
to proceed on ruch voyage (a) ; and upon 
the return of fuch iliip, and her condition 
being reported by the offlcer of the parr, 
and oath made by rhe maller as to rhe 
performance of rhe voyage, and that all the 
whale-fins, oil, and blubber. imported were 
really and bona fide caught and taken in thofe 
fcas by the crew of fuch {hip, o r with the 
affiftance of fame other fhip licenfed for 
that voyage, there is to be paid by the 
commiffioners of the cuftorns '3 hounty of 
thirty fhillings per ton of (ueh 1hip (b). 

SUCH Chip muO: fail on her voyage on or 
before 10 April, and continue in thofe fcas 
diligently endeavouring to catch whales Of 

other creatures, and not depart before 10 Au
guR:. unlefs laden with a certain quantity 
of oil, blubber, or whale-fins, unlefs they 
Ihall be compelled, by fOI:1e unavoida8c 

(It) Sell:, t. V) Sea. 3. 

C c + accident, 
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accident, to depart (a). Ships of more than 
four hundred tons, already employed in the 
fi(hery, might continue to b~ rated as of 
four hundred tons, and not more. All 

• {hips coming into the fi{hery after 25 De-
cember 1786, and being more than three 
hundred tons, (hall not receive a bounty for 
more than three hundred tons (bj ; and 
fuch fhips refpeCliveIy are not to equip and 
man for more than four hundred or three 
hundred tons (c). 

I F a log-book has noc ,been conftantly 
kept on board, no bounty will be allowed (d). 
The log-book muO: be produced to the 
captains of his majdly's Chips of war with 
which they may chance to fall in, and alfo 
to the Britial conrul at any foreign POf[ (e). 

PROV 1 S10~ was made. that {hips owned 
by the king's fubjeCts refiding in Ireland, 
and fitting out from chene" fhould, on 
c;omplying with [he conditions of this att, 
be imitled to thefe bounties (I J. Per
lPiffion ,was given to infure the bounties, 
i.n order that when Chips were loft th(" owners 
might have fame indemnity (g). Harpoon
~rs, line-managers, and boat.fteerers, are fc::,. 

(.a) Sect:. 4. 0) Secl. 8. « ) SecL 9. (Ii) sea. JO': 

(I ) SeCt. 11 . (f) Sell. Il. (g) sea. 13. 

cured 
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cured from prcffing(a). The extent of the 
fifhery is defined to fifty-nine degrees thirey 
minutes north, and no farther (b). The 
commiffioners of the cufioms are annually 
to lay before parliament an account of the 
lhips employed (e). 

IT appearing nOt necc(fa ry to keep {hips 
in the Greenland [ea~ fo long, it was cnat:l:ed 
by flat. 29. Ceo . 3. c. 53' lhat they fhould 
have the bounty although they ldt thofe 
feas before the loth AuguR. and were not 
la~en with th~ quantity of whale~fins and 
of oil and blubber requi red by fiat. 26. Ceo. 3. 
c. 41. f. 4. pro·:ided they did not depart 
from thence [ill the expiration . of fixecen 
weeks from the time of failing from the 
port from whence they cleared out (.I). A 
penalty of sol. ·is by the fame !1'cr impofed 
on mafiers who wilfully difmifs their ap
prentices before the expi ration of the t ime 
for which they were indentured (e) . By an 
atl of the laft feffion, thefe botmtics were 
continued for one rear longer; and by ano
ther· of this feffion they are contintled for fix 
years; during .he firlt three at rwemy-fi\'e 
{bIllings; during the fecfmd th~ee years at 
twemy £hillings ptr ton. 

(It) Sell:. '7. (t) Sea. ,s. (l) SdL '9' 
(I) Sea .. z. (I) Se[1.5,6.7' 

Tin: 
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THE next is the Soulhtrn Whale Fijlxry. 
Premiums are granted by c. 50. of chis fef~ 
fioo, for ten years, to twenty £hips e~ploy .. 
cd in that fifuery; they are to appear by 
their regifter to be Brjtifh-built, and they 
are to be fitted and cleared out from Great 
Britain or Ireland, Guernfey, Jeefey, or 
Man, and wholly owned by the king's Cub
jeds ufually refiding rh!!rc (.-). 

,"VUH regard to fifteen of thefe Chips 
clearing out bt:[wecn the 1ft May and (he 
1ft September. and failing to the (outhward 
of ft:ven degrees of north latitude, and 
there carrying on the fithery and returning 
before the Itl: J uly in the fubfequent year 
to Great Britain, there is to be paid 5001. 
to the three which filall firO: arrive with (he 
gn~atef\: quantity of oil, or head-matter, be· 
iog not lels than twenty tons in each fhip, 
{he produce of whales or other creatures 
living in {he (ea, taken and killed by the 
crews of fuch Ih ips rcfpe8:iveIy; 4001. to 
the three that (hall fi rO: arrive with the next 
greateft quantity; 3001. co {he three tha[ 
£hall firfi arrive with the next greaten quan. 
tit}'; 2ool. to the three that fhall firfl: arrive 
with the nexr grca!efl quantilY; and 1001. 
in like manner to the next three (b). 

(a) . Sea. ::. (6) Sell. 3· 
WITH 
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WITH regard to the remaining five, they 
are to proceed to the fouthward of the thirty_ 
fixth degree fOtlth latitude, and there carry 
on the fiOlery, and return in not lefs than 
eighteen months nor more than twenty
eight months from the rO: of May in the 
year in which they clear out; and there is 
(0 be paid 7001. to the firft which (hall ar
rive with the greaten: quantity of oil or head
matter in manner before mentioned; 6001. 

to the next; and 5001. 4001. and 3001. to 
the others in order refpectively (a), 

THE fhips are to be navigated by a mal1:e!' 
and three-fourth5 of the mJriners being [he 
king's fubjctts ufually reliding in Great-Bri
rain, Ireland, Guernfey, Jerfer , or Man; 
or if the Olip clears our from Gr":<lt-Bricain, 
then it may be navigated Ly perfons being 
proteO:ants. and who, not being fubjeCts of 
~is majeA:y, hayc been heretofore employed 
in carrying on this fifhery; and who {hall 
firO: make oath, if it is their firfl: voyage 
from Great-Britain, that they have already 
efrablifhed, or intend to eltablifh, them. 
[elves a-nd families in Gre:n-Britain, as rub ... 
j'ea:s thereof; and jf it i'l their fe,ond voy· 

age, 
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age, that they actually have fo efiablifired 
themfdvcs (0) • 

V ARIOUS regulations arc conra.ined in 
this act for attaining [he objeCt defigned and 
preventing frauds. Each fh ip is to have on, 
board, fur eve ry fifty ron, an apprentice 
indentured fo r three years ("). A log-book is 
to be regularly kept ar:d produced (0 the 
colleftor of the cull:oms at the return home~ 
and verified on oath; and i~ likewife to be 
produced to the capl:lin of any of llis rna.
jefiy's Ibips with which they may happen to 

f~ll in ('" J. The maRe r, mate, and two of. 
the mariners , are to make oath, that the oil 
~nd hGl.d-matter are the produce of their own 
fifhing (J). A penalty of 5001. j ~ incurred 
if the cargo is made up from the fifhir.g of 
any other crew (e) . If oil or head-maHer is 
mixed with wa.rer to lOereare the quantity, 
[he whole is forfeited and the premium 
lolt (/). The quant ities are to be afcer~ 
taint:d by :;n orncer vi" the cuilollls (g). 

ANY produce of the fiiliing in the going. 
out or returning home, although not taken 

( .... ) Sett s. 
(d) Sea. 9. 
(:) Sell. :zz. 

(el SeCt. 6. 
(I; St". 10. 

(e) SelL i. S. 
rI) SdL :u . 

within 



SHIPPING AND }l'AV I GATION. 

-within the p rcfcribed latitudes, m:'ty be 
reckoned towards the requifite quantity (.1). 

If:1 ihip make's two voyages wi thin any of 
the periods, fhe is to h:lVe only one pre· 
mium (b). Harpooners , line-managers, and 
boac-fteerers , are privileged from being im~ 
prclfed C<) . 

As thefe voyages would carry Olips with .. 
in the limits of the ch:1rters granted to the 
Eafr-India and South-Sea Companies , fame 
{peci:!l rrovifion was neceffary to qualify 
,them to make thi s i:1CLo:lchmenf. It was 
accordinglyenaaed, t4;lt they might go to 
the eafi:ward of the Cape of Good Hope, 
and.to tbe weflward of Cape H orn, or 
through the ScreighcsofMagellan, in order 
to carryon the Southern whale fiOlery, pro· 
vided thofe failing to the eafi:w:lrd of the 
Cape of Good H ope did not pars to the 
northward of [hirr}' degrees [outh b tjwdc. 
nor make more than fifteen d egrees eaft 
longitude from the Cape of Good H ope ; 
and thofe p:l ffing to the wdhvard of Cape 
H orn, or thr'1ugh the Srre--;ghts of Magelhn, 

. did not pars to the northward of the equi. 

(a) Sea. II. r/,) Sea . 2" . 

noc1ial 
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noaia1 line, nor make more than fifreea 
degrees weft longitude from Cape Horn (a). 

SUCH lhips were al[o to take a licence 
from the Eaft India ComFalty; but the 
Company were not obliged to grant it to 
more than.ten fhips in one year, if it was 
for paffing to the eaftward of the Cape of 
GoodHope; and thi s, und er certai n condit ion s 
calculated to guard againft illicit rrade(b). 
Thofe who exceeded thefe limits were liable 
to (he penalty attending the infringement 
of (he Comp:my's trade (c). ¥lhen 'hips 
return from a voya~e to the eaftward of the 
Cape of Good Hope; they muft bring a 
certificate from the officer of the por~ teC
tifying there are no goods on board the 
produce of thOle places, 1:5ut only oil, head· 
matter, or bone of whales or fifh, other
wile they will not be intitled to the pre
mium (d). Thofe failing within the limits 
of the South-Sea Company's chaner, as de
fcribcd by flat. 9. Ann. c. '2 I. are to havc a 
licence from that Company (t). 

LASTL Y, temptations wcre held ont to
invite foreigners to come and ftttle htrc, 

(a) Sea. '4. '5' 
(a') Sect. It!. 

(f..) Sell. 16. ee; Sea. '7. 
(t) Sed, 19. 

anJ 
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~ nd carryon the Southern 
from this coumry(a). 

whale filhcry , A .. T III. 

'--v--.J 

SQME amendments were made in this aCl: 
by frat. 28. Gto. 3. c. 20 .• 5 to the fifteen 
Chips, they are now to fail belween the 
1ft Jan. and 1ft Nov. and to return to fame 
port in Great BritJio 00 or before Ift Sept. 
in the following year. A, to the remaining 
five {hips, they are to fail betwce-n the fame 
periods of Ift Jan. and Ilt Nov. and to re
turn on or before 1ft Dec. in the following 
year (b). The foll owing additional pre
miums are granted for the fame period as 
the former! they are for three tll ips clearing 
am, as in the former ad, between 1 ft Jan. 
and III of Nov. and which Ihall double 
Cape Horn or pa.ffthrough the Streights of 
Magellan into the South Seas, alld there 
carry on the fi{hery for four momhs (Q the 
weftward of Cape Horn; namely, (Q fueh 
fllip which fhall return to fome POrt in 
Great Britain on or before the dl Dec. in 
the feeond year afre r clearing Ou[, but not 
in Ids riu.n eighteen months, and Wilh the 

r;reateft quantity of oil or head-matte r. not 
being Icfs in the whole ~11:l.n thirty tons, 

(a) Sc&. 24-. 26, 27, ;8 . (n Sea. I. 

there 
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there !hould be paid 8001.; to the next 
700J.; to the next 6001. (4;'. 

AGAIN, 1bips failing to the eaftward of 
the Cape ofGOfif H ope, may pars as far as 
the equator northward, and as far as fifry
one degrees longitUde eaCl from London, 
and no farcher; and thore pailing to the 
weft of Cape H orn, or through the Streights 
of Magellan, may pars as far as the equator 
northward, and as far as one hundred and 
eighty degrees longitude wen from London, 
and no farther. Snch 1bips are to have li
cences from the Eaft-lll(;lia. and South.Sea. 
Companies (b); and the Eal':-Indi<:. Com
p:my are not obliged to grant any licence to 
Jail within the limits of their (radt: round 
the C.1pe of Good H opC9 until the owners 
h.:!ve given bond in the penalty of 20001- for 
fuch Olip not taking on board goods the 
produce or manufaC1.ure of the Eafl: Indies, 
or other places between the Cape of Good 
Hope and the Streights of Magellan; to the 
value of 1001. except ruchasare necdEuy for 
their voyage (c). Doing any thing in breach 
of this and the former at!:, {hall difable a 
Olip from being entitled (0 any licence ~n 

(u) Sea:. 1. (I) s,/!. J. 

futu:·c. 
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future (0). Power was given to t~e go
vernor of St. Helena, the commanders of 
the Company' s fiiips, or agents thereto 
amhorifed by the Company, to fearch li
cenfed (hips for Eall: India goods (b). 

SHIPS doubling the Cape of Good Hope, 
or Cape Horn, or palling through the 
Srreights of Magellan, and not being leCs 
than tWO hundred tons burthen, may be 
armed for refifiance and defence, on a li
cence being obtained from the Admiralty; 
-which licence is to be granted on exhibiting 
;I. certificate from the commiffioners of the 
culloms, tefiifying that fuch lhip is entered 
Out for fuch voyage, and that the vwner 
has entered info bond in a penalty of 20001. 

with condition that fuch arms lhall be ufed 
only. for refifiance and defence in cafe~ of 
involuntary hoftility (c). 

No lhip is to have more than one of the 
additional premiums, although lhe make 
two voyages within one of the periods (d). 

LASTLY, there was held out to foreign
ers a fimilar temptariOt1 to come and fettle 

(.) Sod. 5. (b) S<d.6. (,) S,/I. 7. ,. 
(i) Sea.le. 

Dd here 
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here for the purpofe of ca:"tying on this 
fifhery (a). 

A~ . amendment ,,:as made in 'fbt. '28~ 

Ceo. 3. c. '20. by fiat. '19. Gro. 3- c. 53. it 
being thought [ufficier,(, if, inftead of eigh
teen months, (uch three !hips were kept out 
only iixteen months (b). Again, it was de
cla red , tll.lt Olips need not dC:lr out fpecially 
for the latitudes mentioned in fiat. 26. and 
lbt. 28. (c) . If any matter ptrmitted hi~ 

apprentice to quit his fervice before the ex", 
,piration of three yea.rs, he- is to forfeit fifty 
pouods(d). In all ,hefe fifhcry •• fh the ... 
is provilion made for imponing the pro-
duce thereof dtuy free. 

THE laft act made in this feKton of par .. 
'liamenr rcfpc8:ing the fifheries, is ch. 81 . 
for the encouragement of the Brit·i(h fiCh ... 
eries. In tbe former (eflions, by flat. 2. 5. 
Cto. 3' c. 65. the bounty given by the 
fanner atls of I I. Cef). 3' and 19. GtD. 3. was 
eKtended to veffe1s and bufies above eighty 
tOilS burthen (eJ; and the regulations in 
,hore aCts compelling the buffes to 'rcndcz., 

(I') SelL 1+. IS. 16, 17. 18. 
(,) s.a. ,. (d) Soil. 5' 

(b) SeEt. ). 
(t) sea. '1. 

YOU, 
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vous at certain times and places were re
pealed (If). This act extends the bounty, 
upon certain conditions, even to thofe under • 
twemy tons (b). But the old bounties now 
expiring, it was enaCted by !tat. '16. Ceo. 3. 
c. 81. chat from 1 June 1787, for the term 
of feven years, and from thence to the end 
of the then next feffion of parliament, a 
bounty of twenty thiliing!. ptr ton {hould 
be paid annually to the owner of every 
decked veffel built in Great Britain after 
I Jan. 1780, of not lefs than fifteen tOilS 

burchen, manned and navigated according 
to law, which lhall be fitted and cleared out 
for and employ~ in the Britilh white herring 
filhery (,). 

THE manner in which thefe velfels are to 
be equipped and proceed in theii ... ·oyage, 
with the manner of making up their cargo, 
compoCe a \rery long detail not necefiary to 
be here repeated. 

THE aft gives likewife feveral adler 
bounties; na.mely, four !hiUings ptr barrel 
{or herrings packed and completely cured, 
and landed from any bufs intitled to the 

(b) Sea. 3. (t) sea. I. z. 
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twenty fhiUings bounty per ' ton; or if a 
greater proportion than two barrels and a. 
half [0 a WIl j~ fo landed, then one lhilhng 
per barrel (0). Alfo a bounty of one fbil
ling per barrel for all ruch herrings landed 
from boats not intirled to the (weney Jhil. 
lings bounty (b). 

1 T gives alfo additional encouragement 
to the D'up Sea Fifhery on the north and north
taft coafts of this kingdom; namely, for 
the greatell qu::nrity of herrings caught by 
the crew .of a burs intided to the above 
bounties of twenty lhillingsper (on, and four 
iliillings and one Olilling ptr barrel, and 
brollght in by [uch burs between I June 
and 31 NOI[. the premium of eighty gui
nelS; for the next greateft quantity, fixty; 
the next, forty; and the next, twenty gui
neas (c). 

ALL dmies III refpett of herrings, cod~ 
ling, hake, and falmon, or other white fifh 
caught and cured ' by Britiili fubjeCts, and 
removed for home confumpdon l were to 
cea(e, excepting the equalizing duties paid 
on the importation from Scotland into En-

(a) Sc:fI. 8,9' (h) Sttl. II. (c) SeC!. 1+. 

gland 
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gland of falmon, cod, ling, hake, tulk, and 
other whire fi(b. (a). Tbe diftinction with 
regard [0 the bounty m.1d~ by fiat. S. Gto. I. 

c. 18. bc:tween that called htlb,dint and 
other dried cod, was taken away t and in
fie:td of the live fhillings bounty there is to 
be paid in all cafes that of three /billings 
ptr hundred w.:ig'"l! (b). 

A BOUNTY of one fhilling per barrel is 
given to the inhabitants of rhe IOe of Man 
for herrings caught and cured by them; and 
:lIfo on the export thereof, the bOllmies al
lowed by {b.T. 5. Cto. 1. c. dL ( c) ; lnd the 
Jury on the i.mport of herrings from the llle 
of Man was from thenceforth to ccafe (J). 

LASTL Y, in order better to protect the 
Britifh fifhery, it was endeavoured to g;"'e
further fanEtion to fbt . 1. Ceo. J. c. IS. and 
fha. 9' Gte. z. C. 33. for prohibiting the 
importatio n of foreign-caught fi01. To fa,. 
cilitate rh(' profecution of offenden; again{l:. 
thofe aCts, power is given ' to two jutlices, 
upon the infc.rmation of an officet fufpeEling 
fuch fith being brought ' into the port of 

(Q) sea. J5. 
(4) S,Il. ". 

(h) Sell. 16. . (t) Sell. 31. i't · 
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London, to fnmmon [he partics and pro
ceed to hear the complaint, and conviEt in 
a fummary way upon their non·appcar~ 

ance (0). 

SOME alterations were made in. this aCt 
in the fubeequent feffion of parliament. By 
[b.t. 27. G,o. 3- C. 10. the bounty, which by 
the former aCt was confined to huffes built 
hefore r Jan. 1780, is extended to thoCe 
built after that period (b). Some trifling 
altcr.:uions were al{(l made as to the cargoes 
of vdli:ls (c); and the bounty of twenty 
Ihillings per ron is nor to be allowed to more 
than fifty ve!fds fitting om in one year from 
the fame pon (d). 

S~'Cll are the reglll:Hions of this long act 
for promoting and prmecting the fin1eries 
on our ccalls; to which we have only to 
add, that by fiat. 25 ' Ceo. 3. c. 58. an ad. 
ditional bounty was given on the export 
of pilchards for that fea(Qn only, which was 
continued, wi th othr:raddirional bounties~ by 
fiat. 26. Gin.. .1. (". 45· to 24 J une 1786, 
which mues the whole oftht parlia.mentary 

(.) Sea. 43.44. !.eel (J) St"Et:. I. 2. ( .. ) Sea. 3.4. 
(J) S("{I. S. 

pro\"!-
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provifions pam.:d at this time for incrcali"ng 
and extending the Bri(i{h fiCheries. 

NOTHING remains to add hilt the follow
ing proviiion in the ConfQlidation Ac1, fiat. 
2,7. Ceo. 3. c. J 3' which enacts, that freOI 
filh of e .. -ery kind or fOf[ whatenr, caught 
or taken in any part of fhe ocean by the 
crews of any £hips or veffels built in Great 
Britain, Ireland, the iHlInds of Jerfey, 
Gliernfey, or Man, or in any of Ihe col o
nies, plantations, illandii,orterritories, wh ich 
now belong, or at the time of b\li1ding 
fuch vdfeb did belong, or which may 
hereafter bdoJig to, or be in poffeffion of 
bis majefty, bis heirs or fuccelfors, and 
wholly belonging to and owned by his 1Tl3t

jefty':, fll bjefh ufually reliding in Great Bri
tain, Irdand, or the iflands of Jerfey, 
Guernfey, or Man, and navigated and re~ 
giCl.ered according to law, may be imported 
jnto Great Brit~in in fhips fo buil~, owned, 
and navigated without payment of any duty 
of cufto!lls whatever ( a)~ 

Tu£. rum and rc[uit of 311 thefe variou, 
jaws regarding rhe fifheries, fectn to be 

(a) Sc~~ 3.:-

ri.~TIIl. 
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this. The following advantages are obtained 
by pa moNell1 laws: namely, By fiat. 10. & 
11. Wi/L 3. c. 24. fiat. I. Gco.l.£l:. 2.C. 18. 
enforced by fiat. 9. Geo. 2. e. 33' nnd flat. 
26. Ceo. 3. C. 81. f. 43. 44. no fort of 6th 
whalever of foreign fifhing (except eels, 
{lock·fiIh, anchovies, flurgeon, botargo or 
caveare, turbots and lobfters), can be im
ported into England. 

By flat. 2.7. e to. 3. c. '3, [. 32. all frefh 
fifh caught by veffels built in the king's do
minions, and owned by perfans ufually re
fidin g in his mllj.efly ·s European dominions, 
may be imported free of duty; and by flat. 
S. Gto. I. e. 18. f. 6. and fbt. 26. Gto. 3-
C. 81. f. 16. a bounty is paid on the expon 
of pilchards or filads, cocififh, ling, or hake, 
whether wet or dried, (almon, white herrings, 
red herrings , and dried red fprars, being 
of Bri{ifh fi.lhing and curing. 

T~E following advantages are obtained 
by temporary laws: namely, By fiat. 26. Gto. 3. 
Co 8T. and flat. 27. Geo. 3. e. 10. a tonnage 
bOllnt)" and variollS other hO!lntics arc 
given on the fifll ca\lght in the Britifh filh. 
eri cs on {he eoaft. By fiat. 26. G~o. 3. 
c. 45. a bounly on the ~xPQrt of pilchards. 

By 
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By {lat. 26. Gro. 3. c. '26. a bounty on the 
fith taken in the Newfoundland fi(her}'. 
By fiat. 26. Cto. 3. c. 4 T. a tonnage bounty 
on fhips employed"in the Greenland fi1hery. 
By !lac 26. Ceo. 3. c. 50. premiums on the 
arrival of lhips from the Southern whaJe. 
fiChery. The feaJ-lkins~ oil, head·mar
ler, blubber, and whale-fins, taken in tht; 
Newfoundland, Greenbnd, or Southern 
whale-fifherics, are importable withom pay
ment of any duty. 

CHAP-

r"I.T Ill. 
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01 BRITISH SHIPS. 

Frauds in RtKi.fltying- Smugg/ing-De/cu.s m 
thr Regiftuillg Law.s-JJl/emied AmmMtmJ.s 
'therein-Points Juhlllitftd to the.CDmmffJio)1trs 
of theCu}1oms- Tht·jr R eport thrrrupon- p rrJ· 
p,,}zb, for ammdi/lg the L a'ltr.s-7'he Opjllj~on of 
t be Commince ofrr" ade tbereupon- Slat. 2.6. 
GtrI. 3. 1:. 60.-0/ Brili./h-buill Ships-Of 
R cgijleriJ/g-CJ'be Bond-Indorfolllmt on Jet 

Certificate_ Bill of Sale- Change of Name

Certificate loft or miflaid-Priu Ships
Ammamell fs made ill Stat. 26. Geo. 3. c. 60.
Of Shipping iil tbe Eajlland .7'rade- Remedjc; 
propofed i,z Aid of BritifhShipping-Eafimcnl 
in D illies for Briti}hSbips..-'IbeCaJeoJ 01 Bitt 
of Sa'e~MaclleJi'.s Ca.fe. 

I N the 26th yea r of the prefent king very 
confiderable alteration was made in the 

whole conCf:rn of regiftering (hipping, with 
a view of[ecuring to Chips ohhe built of thi:; 
country a preference and fupcriority which 

tht)' 
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[b ey had not enjoyed fo completely before. 
The plan of regulation then propored to par
liament was the rellde of an enquiry and 
deliberation of great length hefore the com
mittee of privy council for the affairs of 
trade and plantations; and that enquiry 
was commenced and carried on, and {he 
meafure at length decided upon, principal
ly by the exertion and perfeverancc of a 
noble lord , to whom I have harl occafion 
before to allude. 

A VIEW of the change which had happen
ed in America, (uggdled the neceffity of 
fome regulations r(fpetting the regil1c.ring 
of filipping for the plantation-trade. 

THE frauds which ufed to be commined 
before the war were chiefly confined to the 
'Vefl: Indies; and they principally confilled 
in the Dutch inhabitants of St. Eun:.atia, 
and Cura~oa, and the Danes at St. Croix, 
purchafing Britifh veffels with their planta
tion regifters, and then employing them in 
the We(\: Indies as Britiih bo((oms. Befidcs 
this praCl: ice by the Danes, and Dutch them
[elves, there were many Briti.!h Cubje8s who 
rdidtd and Wefe admitted burghers in thofe 
il1ands, and carried on their trade (rom 

thence 
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thence to our ifl:mds, the fame as if they 
were refident in a Britifh plantation • 

BUT thefe abufcs were far exceeded by 
thofe which had prevailed during hoflilirics, 
and fince the termination of the war, 

I T appeared , that the cllftom-houfe officers 
in our plantations had granted regifiers to 
qualify fcveraJ fhips CO trade in our pbnu . 
(ions, which wefe built in fo rne of (he pro
vinces in Nonh America, dur ing tbe time 
they were in aallal rebellion, and of wh;ch 
the owners as well as the mafters were now 
really and truly fubjeCts of the United Statc5., 
and refident there. Thefe regi(lcrs had 
hee:1 granted under an idea, th:n veficls 
built before the acknowledgement of the 
American independence, and while his ma
.1efiy fbled them his rebellionsjr,bje8s, Were 
t') be ccnfidered as plantation built, and the 
owners and mafiers as Britifll fubjeC\s. 

THIS was a very important cOQfiderarioll 
in the commerce of lhe colonies, an:l in
voh'ed in it a point of law, upon which it 
was necdfary to confult the law-oflicers; 
when it was held by them, that a veifel bllih 
in Amc-rica during the exHh:nce of [he pro· 

hibitory 
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hibitoryaCts, could not be confidercd as in. 
titled to the privileges of a Britifh-built £hip; 
becaufe the !hips and effects belonging to toe 
inhabitants of the revolted colonies were de. 
elared (0 be forfeited; and thofe colonies 
had never been reftored to his majefiy's 
peace, bur had been declared Independent 
States. 

THUS, all £hips built fince the prohibitory 
aa 16. Gto. 3. that is, fince the beginning of 
the year J 776, were held to be fort:ign !hips 
in point of law. But the evil, in point of 
fa.Ct, would niH in a great degree continue 
to prt:vail, and it was neceffary lO rerore to 
fome remedy that would have the effdt of 
tn:lking [uch regifters urelC'is. 

FROM the regilleringof plantation Ihips, it 
was natura l to pars on to tbe confideration 
of Britiili iliipping in general; rerpetl:ing 
which forne pOints of great importl.nce pre
rented thcmfeh'es. 

I T appeared upon enquiry among mer~ 

.chants and underwriters, that br the courfe 
of in(ur:mce, the 'hipping of this country 
h:ld upon the (arne voyages 3. preference over 
the (hipping of all the other countries in 

Europe, 

4 13 
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Europe, ,and ovct dlat of America. With 
~;;::;83: refpetl: to American lhips bound to and 

T'O .... D.17!F. from America and the nonhern parts of 
.UTIIIf 

.. II. It T tIl . 

SHIP' , Europe, the premium of infurance was 
double that on Britilh {hips; and fa and 
from the fouthern parts of E urope the dif. 
fercnce was confiderably greater. This pre. 
Ference was to be afcri bed (Q Briti lh (hips 
being better built, better fiu_ed, and better 
navigated; but the difference in the latter 
cafe was to be afcribcd to the war carried on 
again!l rhe Arncrican~ by the Barbary States j: 

that although there was not mu~h dift'e
rence between the two in the infurance to 
the Weft Indies or to Africa, the prefe. 
rence would, for the lirIt of the above rca-
10m, be giscn to a Brit ifh {bip. 

IT appeared n1fo, that Briti!h fhipping had 
greatly the preference of the (hipping of Ruf. 
ii:l, and of Denmark; of Sweden, except 
their Chinamen, which are few in number, 
and of the Olipping of Hamburgh, but not 
Jo great as over the more northern nat ions ; 
that it was preferred before the Dutch fhip
ping, the Spanilli, and Portuguefe; but that 
the premium on French and Britinl !hipping 
was much the fame. Upon the whole there 
feemcd, on a general view of the 'commerce 

of 
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of the wodd, to be f uch an advant:tgc on 
the fide of Britilh fhipping, that new ob
ligations to employ them might be impofed 
with fafety; that the time was now ar~ 

rived for excluding almoft entirely foreign
built fuips from the European as well as 
the plantation tl':lde; and that the fcheme 
of regillering Ihould, for that pUfpofc, be 
I:xtended (0 fhips employed in all trades 
whatfoever. 

THE fuppreffion of fmuggling had lately 
occupied.the attcflt ion of the Legillaturc, and 
it wa.s thought that the intended fCheme of 
regi(tering might be made auxiliary to the 
completion of this objetl::. 

1''' k T Ufo 
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IT is the bufinefs of the maO:cr of 3. {mug- Smunlinr. 
gling veffcl to palos, if poffible, unknown and 
undifcovered; it was found, therefore, thata. 
fmuggler was frequently changing not only 
his own name, but chjt of his veffel; and 
although informations were given againft 
both, it wa.s generally difficult to proceed 
in a courfe of juftice againft elcher. Another 
practice was to change the port or place to 
which the "eifel was faid [0 belong, as of len 
as it (wted the yiews and neceffities of the 
fmuggler. 

NOT 
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NOT 'only the ma!l:ers of fuch veffels, hut 
the owners, found it conveni«nt to keep; 
themfelves conce:l.l~d. Some fmuggling 'Vef
fels, liable to fo rfeitu re under {tat. ~4·GeQ. 3-
c. 47. if they belonged to Britiili [ubjeCts, 
and were found in port , or within fo.ur 
leagues of the coaft, unids licenfed by the 
aumirahy, frequently efcaped by obtaining 
documents certifying they were the proper
ty of foreigners refiding a[ Oftend, FluOl
ing, and other foreign ports ; and they had 
()ften [0 been claimed. although known 
to be built in this kingdom, folely na
" igat('d by BritiJh feamen, and employed in 
lhe contraband trade. 

TI : r.SE n ils, it was thought , might be 
fC'medit:d , if every vcifel was to be regillr:r
cd :n the port [0 which it belonged ; it 
would then be eal)' to afcenain rhe [fUe name. 
of (h(' veiTel, of the maf1:er, and of the port ; 
and if the names an4 occupations of aU the 
owners were required to be dercribed . be
rare a cen ificate of regifhy {hould be gram
ed, it might be expeCted (hac many perfons 
l.I'ould bl.: difco llr:tgeJ from being concerned 
in bL1ilding, eqlli pping and employ ing, veffels' 
Qf this derc riptiQn, froOl_ the. apptebenfi;on 
that thti!' names mu(lappear : if fuch lbips : 

were 




