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A :vf A P of the R'\SQgE ROAD and the ad
! jact:llt ('Gai.t, agreeable to the Draught 

produced at the 1fryal by Li~utenant Colonel 
MNn"o.v, as ta100n upon the Spot by a Gentle
man on the lixptt!ition, aml which Lieutenant 
Colonel lvlltr ray flom his own Obfi!rvations 
~l1ks to be; juftr was intended to have been 
annexed; bu;) that being found imprat1icable:r 
without retarding th~ PlIblication of the Tryal, 
the faid Map 'will UI;! delivered on Tuefday 
next) PrKe 3d. 



GEORGE R. 

W ifE REA S Lieutenant Oener~ Sir 
John Monlaunt was appointed by us 

Commander in Chief of our Forces rent on an 
Expedition to the eoaft of France, and received 
Orders and Inftru8:ions relative thereto from 
us, under our Royal Sign Manual, and alfo h1 
one of ollr principal Secretaries of State '1 

And whereas the faid Lieutenant General is 
now in Arreft by our Command, for difobey
ing our faid Orders and InftruCtions, which. 
Charge we have thought fit iliould be inquired 
into by a General Court Martial: Our Will 
and Pleafure is, that a General Court Martial 
be forthwith held upon this OccafioD j which i. 
to confift of our right Trufty and well be .. 
loved 1ames Lord 'I,,:Vrll'(tJ/y, Lieutenant Gene .. 
ral of our Forces, whom we do appoint to be 
Preflrlent thereof, and of our right Trufty and 
well beloved Charlls Lord Cadogan, our trufty 
and well beloved Jolm Guift, Rich/!1'd OnJluw~ 
Henry Pulteney, Sir Cbllr/es H9'Word, Knight of 
the Bath, Johlt Huske~ our right trully andweU 
beloved Counfcllor John Lord De LflWllr" ,our 
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trully and wdl beloved James Cholmondelt'y, Lieu
tenant Generals; our trufty and well beloved 
lrfattri .. ·e Roeland, our right trufty and well be
loved Coufin William Earl of P aJzmure, our 
trufty and well beloved Kerr, com
monly called Earl of A;zcram, OLIr right trufiy 
and well beloved Coufin:i William Ead of Har
rington, and George Earl of Albermarle. our 
trufty and well beloved IImry Holmes, Alexan
der Dury, 'John M?fl)'n, Edward Carr, Major 
Generals of our Forces; our trufty and well be
loved Colonei~ William Kingjlc)" Alexander Du
roure, and Bennet ]\Toel; all of whom, or the 
faid Prefident together with any Twelve~ or 
more, of the [aid other Officers, maY'tonili
tute the faid General Court l\1artial: And you 
ale to order the Provoft Martial General, or 
his Deputy, to give Notice to the faid Plcfi
dent and Officers, and all others whom it m:J.Y 
concern, when and where the laid Court Mar
tial is to be held, and to fummon fuch Wit
neiles, as {hall be able to give TeftimOll y in 
this Matter; the [aid Provoft Martial Gentral 
and his Deputy being hereby dileC1ed to obey 
your Orders, and give Attendance, Vvhere it 
fhall be requifite: And we do further autho
rize and empower the fain Court Martial to 
hear and examine all fuch .Mattels and In
formations as thall be brought before them, 
touching the Charge aforefaid, and proceed 
in the Tryal of the faid Lieuttnant General 

Sir 
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Sir john Morddunt, and in gIvmg of Sen
tence according to the Rules of Military Dif
ciplinc; which faid Sentence you are to return 
to our Secretary at War, to be laid before 
us for our Confideration. And, for fa doing, 
this fhall be, as well to you, as to the faid Court 
Martial, and all others concerned, a {ufficient 
Warrant. Given at our Court at St. james's 
this Third Day of December 1757, in the Thir
ty Firil: Year of our Reign. 

By his MAJESTY'S Command, 

H 0 L D ERN E SSE. 

To our Trufty and well belovpd 
'Thomas Morgan, Efq; Judge 
Advocate General of our For. 
ces, or !us Deputy. 
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LIEUTENANT GENERAL SIR JOHN MORDAUNT 

came Pri(<Jner before the Court. and the following 
Charge was exhibited agaimft him, viz. " That he 
" being appointed by the King Commander in Chief 
" of his Majefty's Forces, rent on an Expedition to 
U the Coaft of France, and having received Orders 
&, and InftruCl:ions relative thereto from his Majefty, 
~, under his. Royal Sign Manual~ and alro by one of 
&, his principal Secretaries of State, hath difobeyed 
" his MajeUy's faid Orders and Inftrudions."- _ 

AN ENTRY in a Book or Mr. Secretary Pitt's Office 
being proved upon Oath by Robert Wood, Efq; ap
pointing the faid Lirutenant General Sir John Mor
daunt General and Commander in Chief of all and 
fingular his Majefty's Troops and Land Forc"s ap
pointed or to be appointed for :1 fecret Expedition for 
his Ma,;efty's Service, bearing Date the 3d of Atlltlft, 
1757, was read. 

The RIGHT HONOURABLE WILLIAM PITT, Efq; 
one of hiS Majefty's Principal Secretanes of Scate be
ing [worn, and queftioned touching his Majefty'!l In
ftruCtions to Lieutenant General Sir John Mordau~t 
relative to the [aid Expedition, {aid, That he haJ 
the Honour of receiving fuch Inftruchons from his 
Majefty u-nder his Royal Sign Manual t which he 
gave to Mr. Wood his under Secretary, in order to 
his dehvering them to Sir John MorrilZtll1t. 

A PAPER, purporting to be a Letter, dated Lon
don, Ju~y the 15th 1757, from Captain (now Lieu
tenant Colonel) Clerk, was ihewn to Mr. Secretary 
PItt, and he being defired to inform the Court. whe
ther he knew the faid Letter to have been At any 
Tlme communicated to Sir 'johR Mordaunf, anfwered. 
That the fame is the original Letter, which was de
livered to him by Sir John enow Lord) Ltgonier, and 
produced by him before the Lords of the Cabinet, 
and thac the Marter of this Letter afterwards made 
the Subjeot of two Night's Converfation; SrI' Jt;bp 
M.p,.da~nt and Major General Conway examining. and 
alma'a: crols examining Mr. CI(rk concerniflg every 

Matter 
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Matter contained therein, and a great deal more. 
that the Letter led to. 

ANOTHER P""PER, purporting to be a Minure, taken 
in Arlillgloll-jlreet in Auguft 1757, containing an Ex
aminationwf Jofepb'lbierry, a Frencb Pilot, wa3 fhewn 
to Mr. Secretary Pitt., who was defired to inform 
the Court., whether he remembers fuch Examina
tion, and whether the feveral Perfoos were prefent, 
who appear upon the Face of the raid Minute to 
have be!!n at that Meeting; to which he anfwered, 
That the Meeting being at Lord Holderntf!e's Houfl', 
his Lordihip held the Pen, and noc he; that the 
Paper now fhewn him is an exact Tranfcript of what 
was reduced inco writing, as the Subfrance of the Exa
mination of the Pl1ot, but is by no Means the whole of 
it; as he underwent a very long and clore Crofs En .. 
mination for two Hours tOgether, throughout which 
he eftabhfhed tbe FaCts with a Readinefs and Pre
fence of Mind, that few Men in higher Life are 
equal to. 

A PAPER entitled MemoireJur la Force actuelle de 
ia France, & les Services, aux que/s Elle eft emplflJce 
d4ns t' Annie I 757, - and docketted; as received July 
28th J 757, and commumcated. at a Meetmg at 
Lord HoiderneJ!e's Houfe, to the Gencralc; ap
pointed for an Expedition to the Coaft of }'ral1ce, 
being alfo fhewn to Mr. Secretary PItt, he 
was defired to fpeak to the Authenticity of that 
Paper, and as to its having been communicated to 
Sir John MurdaUJIt : - He thereupon informed rhe 
Court, that the Paper came through Lord Hoidernif1e's 
Department, and was introduced by hiS Lordlhip at 
a Mt."etlOg, where Sir Jum Mordaunt and Major Ge
neral Conway were prefent. It was a Paper, on which 
much Reliance was had by the Kmg's SCI Yams, as 
coming from o,ne of their moil confidential Corre. 
fpondents, and was then proiuced as a Plece of 1n
temyn~, to whu:b they gave moch ·C~Jlt; and a 
fubfequent Proof of its Auchendcity is. cha.c Advice 
pas fmce been r~ceived of the Court of })(ll1ce having 

bcal 
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been obliged, upon the Alarm ·beilng taken, to march 
her Horie and Foot Guards from Pllril. He added, 
that he remembers OOCJ or bOCll of took Ge-ncletnen, 
('Viz. Sir John MIJrJaunt and Major General Conway) 
rofe up, and looked at the Paper more than once, 
and with Pen and Ink noted dawn feveral Facts from 
it, and a good deal of Time was engagtd 1n Dif
courfe upon the Subject 

Mr: Secretary Pitt being aik~il, whether Copies of 
either of the three lall: mentioned Papers were de
livered to Sir 10hn M()rdaunt? 

Anfwered, he cannot recolleCt, wh'ether Copies 
of them were put into his Hands; from his Memory, 
he rather thinks not. 

Two other Paper~, the one pNrporting to be 
c, MU1Utes of a Council of War held on Board the 
U Neptune the 25th of Septtmb~r f 757," and the 
other, " MInutes of a Council of \;Var heM on 
U Board the Ramrlzes 28th Beptemhlr 1757;" were 
1hewn to Mr Pztt, who informed the COUrt, that 
thefe two Papers were delivered t{) him by Sir John 
Mcrdaunt in the firft Vifit, as he thinks, afl~r hlS Re
turn; being to the fame Effect, as thofe before tranf
mit ted to hlm by Sir Edward Hawke. 

Mr. Secretary Pzlt being afked, by Sir John Mor
Jaunt's Defire, whether he, Sir John Mordau'lft, did 
cr'l(s examine either Lieutenant Colonel Clerk, or the 
Pilot? 

Anfwered, At this Diftance of Time, and, as he 
then had no Thoughts of beipg examined on this 
difagreeable Occafion, he cannot take upon Mmfelf 
pofitively to fay, by whom in pardclllar the Qllefbions 
we're aiked; but he knows a thorough Crofs Exami
nation was made by fome Military Gentlemen,
he cannot fay politive]y by Sir 1ohn, - in order to 
get at the Certainty, particularly as to the State of 
Rochefort. 

Being a{ked alfo, Whether the Pilot mentioned at 
the Council, that the taking of Fort FOItras by a 
Ship was practicable? 

Anlwered, 
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Anfwered to this Effect, - That he remember.s eM 
taking of FOIl Fosras by Sea was mentioned ; but 
chat he went away from the Meeting wah this 1m· 
~refiioo, that OOthing was clear about the taking of 
Iny Place by Sea, but l'Ijie d' A,x; he fOtln<j no An
fwer that Jed him to believe, that a Ship cQUld lye 
up near eDo~gh to Fouras to batter the rOn:; he 
wifued, be had. 

A COpy of Inftrut'tions was then read, being firl1: 
proved on Oath by Robert Wood, Eiq; to be a tfue 
Copy of the Inftructio~s, which he received from 
Mr. Secretary Pitl, under the Sign Manual; and 
which he afterwards delivered [0 Sir John MmJauJlf, 
who read them in his Prefence, 'Vb,:. 

, GEORGE R. 
, Secret InftrucUons for OUf trufty and w~ll-
, beloved Sir John Mordaunt, Knight of the 
, Bath, Lieutenant General of our F orees, whom ' 
, we have appointed General llnd Commander 
, in Chief of all and fingular our Troops and 
, Land Forces appointed or to be appointed for 
, a fecret Expedition for our Service, or for 
, fuch other Officer, on whom the Command 
, in chief of our faid Troops and Land Forces 
• may devolve. Given at our Court at Ken
, }inglqn the 5th Day of Augujl, 1757, in the 
, Thiny-firft Year of Our Reign. 

, Having by Our Commiffion, beanng Date the 
, third Pay of this Inftant appointed You to be Ge· 
f neral and Commander in Chid of all and fingu
, gular Our Foras appointed or to be appointed 
, for a fccret Elfpcdition: For your better Difcbarge 
* of the great and important Truft thereby repofed 
~ in you, WI have judged it proper to give you the 
J fol1owing lnftrudions. , 

, I. You ,fball immediately, upon the Receipt of 
, thefe Our Inftructions, repair to the me of Wight, 
, where We' have appointed ShIps to convey You 
~ and the ForceG under your Command to the Coafts 

, of 
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C of France; and fa foon as tht' {aid Forces !hall be 
, embarked, You {hall accordingty proceed without 
C LaCs of Time, under Convoy of a Squadron of 
" our Ships of War, commanded by our trufty and 
C well beloved Sir Edward Hawke, Knight of the 
C Bath, Admiral of the Blue Squadron ot our Fleet, 
C whom we have appomted Commander in Chief of 
, Our Ships to be employed in this Expedition; the 
c [aid Admiral, or the Commander in ChIef of Our 
, laid Ships for the Time being, bemg inftruCted to 
, co-operate with you, and to be aiding and affifting 
, in all fllch Enterprizes, as by thef.;: Our InftruCl:ions 
" you /hall be directed to undertake for our Ser
e vice. 

, II. vVl1ere,ls We have determined., with the 
, B1effing of God, to profecute the j uft "'. ar in which 
, Wf' are engaged agalOft the French King with the 
, utmoft Vigour; and It heing hIghly expedient and 
, of urgent Necefficy to make i>me Expedidon, chac 
, may caufe a Diverfion, and engage the Enemy to 
, employ in their own defence, a confiderable Part 
, of their Forces, deftmed to invade and opprefs 
~ the Uberties of the Empire, and to fubvert the 1n
~ dependency of Europe: And, if poffible, to mdke 
& fome effeCtual Impreffion on the Enemy, which by 
, difturbtng and fhaking the Credit of their publick 
.c Loans, impairing the Strength and Refources of 
, their Navy, as well as ctifconcerting, and in part 
« fruftrating their dangerous and extenfi"e Operation~ 
, of War, may reflect Luftre on our Arms, and :add 
• Life and Strength to the common Caufe: And 
, whereas we are perfuaded, that nothing, in the 
, prefent Situation of Affairs, can fo fpeedily and 
, eiTennaHy annoy and diftrefs France, as a fuccefs
~ ful Enterprize againft Rochefort: Our Will and 
c PJeaftlre is, That you do attempt, as far as /hall 
~ be found pradicable, a Defcent, with the Forces 
c under your Command, on the French Coatt, at or 
~ near Roche/ort, in order [0 atrack, if pratticabJe, 
, and, by a vigorous' Impreffion, force that Plate; 

, and 
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, and to burn and dellroy, to the utmoft of yourPower, 
, all Docks, Magazines, Arfenals, and Sbipping~ 
e; that {ball be found there, and exert luch other Ef
e; forts, as you fRail judge moft proper for annoying 
, the Enemy. 

Ill. ' After the Attempt on Rothefort {ball either 
, have fucceeded, or failed; and 10 Cafe the Circum
, frances of our Forces and Fleet {hall, with Profpe& 
, of Succefs, frill admit of further Operations; you 
, are next to confider Port I'Orzent and Bourdeaux, 
, as the moft important ObjeEts of Our Arms, on 
, the Coafr ot France.' And Our WIll and Pleafure 
, accordingly is, That you do proceed, fucceffively, 
, to an Attempt on both, or either of thofe Places. 
, as fuall be judged pracbcable; or on any other 
, Place, that {hall be thought mofr advifeable, from 
, Bourdeaux homewards to Havre, in order to carry 
, and fpread with as much RapidIty, as may be, a 
, warm Alarm along the M.lfltime l'rovlllces of 
, France. 

IV. ' In Cafe, by the Bleffing of God upon Om 
, Arms, you fuould make yourfelf Mafter of any 
• Place on the Coaft of France; Our Will and Plea
, fure is, That you du not keep Poffeffion thereof; 
, but that after demolifhing and dcihoyinf' a!' far as 
• may be, all Works, Defences, Magazmes, Arfe
, nals. Shipping, and Naval Scares, you do pmceed. 
, fuccdIively, on tht' ultenor Operanons of tillS Ex
, peditlon, according as any of them !hall be judged 
~ advifeable, and may be performed within fuch Time, 
, as fhall be confiftent with your Return WIth the 
, Troops under your Command, fo as to be in Eng
, land at, or ahout, as near as may be, the End 
, of Seftemher, unlefs the Cucumftances of Our 
, Forces and Fleet !hall necetran~y require tb(,lr Re
, turn ruoner: And you art' to land the Troops at 
, POII/moutb, or fuch other of Our Ports, as [he EXl

, gency of [h:: Cafe may fllggeft. 
V. ' Whereas It i!. m:celfary, that upon certain Oc .. 

, callons you 1houkl have the .Affiftaocc of a Co-un<-
. , c~l 
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4 ci~,of War 1 We have thought fit to appoint {ueh 
• a Council, which 1haJl (''Onfltl of four of Our Prin· 
c; cipal Land Officers, and of an equal Number of 
~ Our principal Sea Commanders, including the Com
, manders in Chief of Our Land and Sea Forces (ex
e cept in Cafes happening ac Land, relating to the 
C carrytng on any MIlitary Operations, to be per
~ formed by Our Land Forces I.")nly, in which Cafci 
~ you may call a Counell of War) confifting of fuch 
, Officers of Our Land Forces as you fhall think 
, proper:) And aU fuch Land and Sea Officers, in 
, the feveral Cafes before-menti,;med, are hereby rc
, fpeaively dmaed, from Time to Time, to be aid
, ing and affil1:ing with their Advice, fo often as they 
, !'hall be calJed together by you, or by the Com
I mander in Chief at our Squadron for that PUf'pafe : 
, And in all fuch Councils of War, when ailt:mbled, 
, the Majoriry of V Clces fhaU determme the Refo
, lutions thereof; and in Cafe the Voices than hap
, pen to be equal, the Prefident fhall have the caft
, jng Vote. 

VI. ' And whereas the Succe[s of thill Expedition 
c; will very much depend upon an entire good Un
, derftand'tng between OUf Land and Sea Officers; 
, We do hereby firialy enjolO and require you, on 
~ your Part, to maintain and cultivate filch good Un
C derftandJDg and Agreement, and to order, that the 
, Soldiers under your Command, fhould man the 
, Ships where there fhall be Occauon tor them, and 
, when chey can be fpared from the Land Service; 
, as the Commander in Chief of our Squadron }s 
, IOfirucred, on hiS Part, to entertaln :lnd cultivate 
• the fame good U nderftanding and f\greeme[J~ and 
• to orclf'r the SaJlors and Marines, and. alfo the 
, Sold1crs fcrvmg as Part of the Complements of Our 
, Ships, to amit:' Our Land Forces, if judged expe
, diem, by taking Poft on Shore i manning Bat
e teries; covering the Boats; fecwring the fafe reim· 
• barkatton of the Troops j and fuch other Services 
, at Land', as may be c;onfiftent wiLh the Saf~tJ of 

Our 
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Co Out! Fldtt. And ill order to 'eflabJ~1h the ftrid:eft 
• U nioa., tbar may be. betw(en you and the Com
, mander in Chief of our Siups. you are hereby re
, quired to communicate thefe InftruCl:ions to him, 
, am be will be directed to communicate thofe, he 
4 fhaii l'eCeive, to you. 

, Vii. You. {hall, from Time to Time, and as you 
, £hall hav~ Opportunity, fend conllant Accounts of 
, your ProceedJ.Ogs, in the Execlition of there Our 
, In{lruCtions, to one of Our principal Secretaries of 
, State; from whom you will receive fuch farther 
,. Orders and DireCtions, as We may thInk proper to 
, giV'Cr you. 

G. R.-

THE JUDaE ADVOCATE then informed the Court, 
that he is Dot inftruaed to give up any Poine, wherein 
Lieuuenanl General Sir John Mordarmt ihould appe .. r 
tQ them, from the EVidence, to have dlwbeyed his 
Majefty's Orders and Inftrutl:ions i but the Matter 
which be thinks It is his Duty chiefly to infift upon~ 
as being the princIpal ObjeCt of the ExpedItion, is II. 

Difobedience of the fecond Artide of the InllruCl:ions 
juft now read-reiatillC to the \" attempting, as far 
" as fhould be fOtlnd pra8:icable, a Defeent, wi~h 
" the Forces under his Command, on the French 
" Coaft, at, or near, Rochefort, 10 order to attack, 
~, if practicable, and, by a vigorous Impreffion, force 
" that Place, and to burn and defrroy, to the ut
e .. rtToft of his Power, all Docks, MagaZines, Ar· 
'J fcoals, and Shipping, tlst fiUlUld be found there, 
" and exert fuch other ~ffOI11S, as he lhould judge 
c(" mot pr.oper for annoying the' Enemy ."-and that 
t~ Eyidence intended to be laId before them was 
principally applicable to that Point. 

'Jhe fof.Jo¥Mg Papers were then laid before the 
Coun: by the Judge Adrvocaee, and read ;-fome of 
tlu=m at raf-erring to the above InftrUaiODS. and being 
in me Nature 'Of fubiCquent Orders confirming, 
ftrongJy cnforcina. aDd ill PM' e.,laining tbe faid 

In-
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Inftrucbons, and the others, either as introduClor1 
to the former, or as acknowledging the Receipt of 
them; 'Z'tZ. 

A Letter from Sir John Mordaunt to Mr. Secretary 
Pztt, dated Ijle oJ Wight, IIthAugujt1757, ten 
at Night (proved upon Oath to have been received 
by Mr. Wood, and docketted by Mr. Rivers, and) 
admitted by SU" John Mordau71t, viz. 

, S J R, 

, Being honoured with hi!. Majefty's Command to 
• correfpond with you, I thmk It my Duty to ac
, qualAt you, that on my Arrival here on Monday 
, laft, I was dlfappointed in finding none of the Tranf
e ports were come round, and more fa In that I have 
I not yet been able to hear any pofitive Account of 
C them: I have however employed this Interval in 
c giving fuch Orders, as I thought neceifary to have 
, the 1 r<>ops hel e 10 Readinefs for their Embarkation 
C at a Moment's Warning. 

, Having, on the Perufal of my CUllJmiffion, faMe 
, Doubt, how far I am impowered to Gd ry the Ser.
I tences of Courts Martial in Capital Cafes into Exe. 
, clition, during my abode within his M~efty's Do
c minions, I fhould be glad, as foon as may be, to 
, know what is his Majefty's Intention on that Head, 
, as there are now many Deferters with us ordered 
, for immediate Trial. 

, 1 muft a1fo beg Leave to trouble you further, 
, on a Matter which occurs to me relative [0 the Ser
, vice I am going upon; which is, that having 
~ fince my Arrival here converfed WIth Sir Edward 
'Hawke and Vice Admiral KnO'W/es, who both 
~ feem of Opinion, that it is poffible, from the 
, Nature of the Navigation to RfJchefort, the Fleet 
~ may be detained even in Sight of the Coaft of 
, France for a Week or ten Days, without be
, jng able [0 get into the Road, or off the me 
, D'drx, during which Time an Alarm will ne-

, cdfanly 
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• celfatlly be given in thole Parts; this COl'ljunc 
, ture and Situation, if it fhould happen, appears to 
& me fa very delicate, and equally to the other Ge
, n~ral Officers on the ExpeditIOn, who may, by Ac
C cldent to the fir!t in Command, come to be under' 
• the fame Difficulty (the Succef~ of our Undertak
, ing depending, as I arprehend1 on the SuJdennef~ 
, ot its Execution) that 1 fhould be glacl, if It IS 

, thought proper, to have a Dlrectioni how I am to 
, act In that Cafe. 

, I fend this by an Officer. who will take Care to 
, deli t"er It tafdy. I am, & c. J. l'vlcrdaunl. 

Right Han. William Prtt, 
Secretary of Scate. 

A true Copy of a Let~er from Mr. Secretary Pitt 
to Sir John Mcrdaunt, dated lI'hltthall, 13th Au
gujl, 1757 (proved by Mr. (Yood) VIZ. 

" SIR, 
, I immedlatdy laid your Letter of the 1 I th InfL at 

, Night before the K'ng; and am commamll'd by hl3 

, M:tjefiy to let you know, that his Royal IntentlOl'lS 
, are, that you lhould, by Vmue of your Commlf
, fion, carry the Sentences of Courts Martial in ca
, pltal Cafes mto Execution, during your Abode 
, withlO his MJjefty's Dominions, fo lung as the 
• Troops under your Command fhall continue undt:r 
, their prefent Deftina[lOn, according [0 [he King's 
• Orders and In1truEtions. 

• W Jth regard to the fuppofed Cafe, as ftated in 
, your Letter. and anfing from Converfation had 
, With SLr Edward Hawke and VIce-Admiral Kl1owlu. 
• namelYi that i~ is pollible the Fleet may be de~. 
• tJ.wed in SIght of the Coafi of France for a Week 
• or ten Days, without being ab'e to get into the 
• Road £If Rochefort. or off the Ine of .Ail:, during 
• which Time an Alarm will neteff.1rily be given in 
, thofe Pam j in .which Cafe yOu exprefs a Deliret 
, jf thought ,proper, to have a P.ltticular Dlredionf 
• how to act: I am commandea thereupon by the: 

B Kinif' 
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, Kmg, to lignify to you his Majefty's Pleafure, ,that 
, you, or fuch other Officer, on whom the Command 
41 may devolve, do, in conformity to the Latitude 
, given by his Majefty's Inftructions, judge of the 
, PraCticability of the Service, on the Spot, according 
, as contingent Events, and particular Circumftances 
, may require: The King judging it highly prejudi
~ Clal to the Good of his Service to give particular 
, Orders and Directions V'iith Regard to pomble con
, tingent Cafes, that may arife. 

1 am, &c. 
Sir John Mordaunt. W. Pitt.' 

A Letter from Sir John Mordattnt to Mr. Secretary 
Pitt, dated Head-~arters, Newport, 20th Au
}!U)t 1757 (the Recel pc thereof being proved by 
Mr. TVood, and admitted by Sir John Mordatmt) 
'[lIZ. 

, S J R, 

, I have the Honour of your Commands, dater] 
, ,1ulujf 13th, and you may depend upon it, that his 
, MaJefry's Orders fi1all be moft. punctually obferved. 

, Mr. 'Thames, who has long been, and now is, 
, Agent for the Tranfports, came here the 17th from 
, Port/II ollth; he fald, he came over on Purpore from 

tlnnkmg it his Duty to inform me, the Tranfpom 
, were not fufficient for the Number of TlOops; 
, I own his Converf3tion much puzzled me, as I 
, knew our Expedition lhould meet with no Delay 00 

, one Hand. and that [he Prefervation of Ihe Soldiers 
, Healrhs ought, on the other, to be thought on. At 

length J recolleCted two of the Commiffioners of the 
, Admiralty were at Portfmouth, to whom I fem a 
\' Letter, a Copy ct which I now indofe to you: 
'Jhough I have finee heard nothing from tre Lom
e mifiiooers, or Mr. 'thames, I thought it my Duty to 

mentIon this Circumftance to you, being informed 
, Iaft Night, by a Letter from Sir Ed'Tvtlf'd liawke, 

, lhat 
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, that an Exprers is rent to the Navy Board upon this 

Occafion. 
, The Troop<; are in great Spirits, and waic impa

, tientJy for the Tranfports. 
, I am, &c. 

, Right Hon. Wm. Pitt, his y. Mord,lunt' 
, Majefty's principal Se-
c cretary of State.' 

Copy of a Letter from Sir John Mordaunt to'l'homas 
Orb). Hunter :lnn Gzlbert Elzott, EJgrs. Lords Com
miffioners of the Admiralty, at Port/mouth, dated 
Head-Quarters, Newport J 7th ./iugujl, '757, Wed
ne/day Night (being inclofed III rhe Jail mentioned 
Letter to Mr. Pitt, and as fuch ddired to be read 
by Sir Jobn j\-lordattnt, though not inliil:('d upon as 
matenal to the prefent ~efbon) 'VIZ. 

, GENTLEMEN, 

, Mr. 'I'hames, Agent for the Tranrport~, has jurt 
, been with us, and fays, he thmks it his Duty to 
, mention, that the Tranfports are not fufficient to 
, car ry rhe Number of Troops. 

• We fend him with thie; Letter, that he may ex
, plain 1m Reafons for the OpIniun he gives, and, 
, if YOll find them fatisfaCtory, we flatter uut-felves 
, fame Method may be found, without occafionmgDe
• lay, to redrefs the Grievance. 

, I am, Gentlemen, &c. 
(Signed) 'J Morda,:nJ: 

, To 'I'homas Orby Hunler and 
, Gtlbert Elzott, Efqrs. Lords 
, Cornmiffioners of the Ad
, miralty, at Port/mouth! , 

A Letcer from Mr. Secretary Pitt to Sir Jchn Mw
daunt, dated Whlteball, 5th Sept. 1:;57. rour 
o'Clock in the Afternoon ! the like cefng ar the 
fame Time wrote to SIr Edu'ard Hawke, mUlatls 
muta1Jd,s, proved by Mr. Wood) ':.JJZ. 

B,2 , SIR, 
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, The Wind having been fair for the Tranrpons 
going to Spltht:cd, ever {inee Friday Mornmg, I am 

, to acquaint you, that hIs Majefry expects, with Im
, patience, to hear, that the Troops are ('mbarked; 
, bue, jf by any Delay the bnbarkation fhould not 
, be compleated, when this Letter reaches you, I am 
, to fignify to you the King's Pleafure, that the moil: 
, particular Dlhgence be employed in getting the 
, Troops on Board, and proceeding, without the 
, Lofs of a Moment, to the Execution of your Or
, ders and InftructIons wIth reg.ud to the Expedi
, tIon under your Care. 

l His Majefty being informed, that ten Battalions 
, under the Orders of Sir John Ltgonter, were all 
, compleatly embarked at Willtamfladt within the. 
, Courfe of the twenty four Hour~, in which they 
c atrived at that Place, the King expetts to hear, by 
, the Return of this Meffenger, that the Fleet with 
, the Troops under your Command on board have 
, proceeded to Sea, in cafe the Wind permits, agree· 
, ~bJe to your Orders and Inftructions. 

, I am, &c. 
Tt". Pitt. 

« P. S. The Meffenger that carries this has my Or
, clers to fray to bring an Accountof the Fleet's fading: 

A Letter from Sir John Mordaunt to Mr. Secretary 
Pm, dated Portfmouth, 6th September, njne at 
Night (the Receipt being proved by Mr. Wood, 
and admitted by Sir John Mordaunt) viz. 

, SIR, 
, I had this Morning the Honour Qf yours of the 

, 5th Infran!;, and can affure you, that not a Minute's 
Time has been 10ft in embarking the Troops. 
, Though the firO: of the Tranfporcs did not ar

, rive- at COWlS, till Sunday Evening, we began the 
, Embarkation at Day-break the next Morning, and 
" continued putting the T .. oops on board, till after it 

, was 
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, was dark. We have followed the fame Method to 
, day, and by that Means I have now the Pleafure to 
[ icquaint you, that I finilhed the Embarkation of 
, the laft RegIment at about fix th1s Evening. 

, 1 beg you will do me the Favour to mention to 
, hIs MaJef1:y, that we were obliged to march the 
• Troops and Baggage five Miles to the Place of 
, Embarkation, and that we were then forced [0 put 
, the Men in fmaJl Boats, in which they were rowed 
• above a Mde, before they could embark in the 
, Tranfports: Whereas at Wtlilamfladt the Troops 
, marched direCtly from the Q.lay Into the Tranf
.. fpom without the lean Poffibillty of a Delay. 

, It IS both my Duty, and the PI ide of my Heart, 
, to ext:eute with the urmon Difpatch and Diligence 
• the Orders his Majefty has honoured me with, and 

I flatter myfelf a very lhort Time WIll now thew It. 
, I am, &c. J. Mordaunt.' 

, The RIght Hon. Wm. Pttt.' 

A true Copy of a Letter from Mr. Secretary Pitt to Sir 
]o!m Mordeunt, dated Whztehall, 15th Septembe1' 1757 
~ tlH~ hke bemg at the fame TIme Wrote to ~ir Edward 
IIawke, mutatts muland1s, bemg proved by Mr.Rlvel s, 
and Jdmltted by Sir 'john MDrdaUJ2t.) 

• SIR, 
, HIS Majefty, by his fecret InftruClions, dared 

, the 5th Day of Auguft laft, havmg dIreCted the 
Return of tbe Troops under your Command, to-

• gtther with the Fleet "fo as to be in 1:.ngland at, 
•• or about, as near as may be, the End of &ptem
.< ber, unlef~ the Circumt1.-ances of the F orees and 
" Ships lhall neceffarily require "'eir Return fooner," 
, I am now to fignify to you the King's Pleafure, that 
, you do not confider the: above-mentionrci Time, 
• limited for your Return, as intended, in any Man-

ner, to affect or interfere with the full Execution of 
• the lint and principal ObjtB: of the Expedition, 
'namely, ., attemptmg, as far as lhall be found 
" praCticable, a Defcent on the French Coafl: at 01' 

B 3 " near 
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" near Rochefort, in order to attack, if practicable, 
" a~d; by a vigorous lmpreffion, "for<:e that Place, 
"" ana to burn and deftroy, to the utmolt of your 

U Power, all Sh:ppi"g, Docks, Maga1ines, and Ar-
,-" [cnals, that tball be found there, and exert fuch 
" other Effort~; as {hall be judged molt proper for 
" annoying the Enemy." And with regard to any 
• other particular Attempt, which, agreeably to your 
, Ordt:r~, yOLl illall have commenced, and in the 
, Execmion wht'reof YOll !hall be lCl:ually engaged, 
, It I~ Jlh 1m l\lJJt{ty's Pleafure, that you do not 
, delift from, or bleak up the fame, merely and 
, [oldy on ACC<1l1I)t of the Time limited for your 
, Return by the Infhllchons above-mentioned ;-but 
, that, notwlthft.:r,ding the fame, JOU do continue with 
, the 1 roops d uling I"uch a farther Number of Days, 
• as may afford a (om?etent Time for the CompleClon 
, of any Operation under the ;Jbove Clrcumftances , 
, after which you are to take Care to return with the 
, Forces under yotlr Command, and the Fleet, in thl! 
, Manner direCted by your former InftruCl:ior.s, 

A Paragraph of a Letter froUl SIr John lvlordllulZ! to 
l\1r. Secretary Put, dated Ramilm, Radc di 
Bafque, 30th Septcmber 1757, acknowledging the 
Receipt ()f the laft mentioned Letter (the Rect>ipt 
being ptoved by Mr. Wood, and admitted bj Sir 
John Mordaunt) 'vzz. 

, SIR, 
c; Laft 'Thurfday I had the Honour of yours of the 

, 15th Inftant, and am pIeafed with thlOking, thlt 
C before the Receipt of 1r we had judged right in 
, refolving to attack J,,'Jjle D' /11,"<, tho' it could not 
, poffibly be done, Without ble?kmg i~l fame Mea
t. fure into his Majefty's Ordel s in regard 10 the 
~ Time of our returning co England.' 

THREE of the Papers .lbove-mentioned (a~ contain
ing Intelligence proved by Mr. Secretary Pm rotbave 
been _ ~ommumcated' to Sir john Mr;rdau1Jt at f( vpral 

Meet-
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Meetings, before he went upon the Expedition) wer~ 
then read, 'Viz. 

T. A Letter from Captain, now Lieutenant-Colonel, 
Cleric to Sir John Ligomer, dated, London, Jug 
15th 1757· 

, S J R, 

, You have defired me to put down in writing, what 
, I mentioned to your Excellency In regard of Roch~ror/. 

• In returmng from G,braltar in J 754, I went along 
, Part of the wefl:ern Coalt of France to fee the Con
e; ditions of fome of their Fortifications of tl1elr Pla
, ces of Importance, on pu'rpofe to judge., if an 
, Attempt could be made with a Probability of Suc
, cers, In cafe of a Rupture, and of the French 
, drawing away their Troops to flanders, !tab', amI 
, Germany, in the fame Manner as they did In the 
, hft. War. I had heard that RoehrJort, tho' a Place 
, of the utmoft Importance, had been very much 
'neglected. I went there, and waIted upon the Go
, vernor In my Regimentals, told him, that I was 
, upon my Way to England from Gzbraltar. and that 
, I came on pllrpofe to fee the Place, the Dock, and 
, the Men of War. He was very polIte; I was 
e; 1hewed every Thing, went on board ten Ships of 
, the Line new built, and an Engineer attenJe:d me 
, in going round the Place. 

, 1 was furprifed to find, that tho· there was a 
~ good Rampart with a Revetement, the greatefr Fart 
, of it was not fiank'd but with Redans; that there 
, were no Out-Works, no Covert-Way, and in ma
, ny Places no Ditch, fo that the Bottom of the 
, Wall was feen at a Diftance; that in other l'l~ces, 
, where the Earth had been taken out to form the 
, Rampart, there was left about thein a gooli Height 
, of Grouad, which was a Dlfadvantage to the Place; 
, thou: for above the Length of a Front there was no 
, Rampart, or even Intrenchment, but as the Ground 
(; was low and mar1hy at that Place, bcing next the 
~ Rivc:r, there were fome fman Ditches, which were 

B 4 ' dry 
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( dry however at low Water, yet the Bottom rt"main
, ed muddy and fbillY. 

~ Towards t~ RIver, there was no Rampart, no 
~ Parapet, no Batteries on either Sidt'"o Towards the 
.. Land-fide, there was fom~ high bround very nigh 
, the Place, perhaps at the Dlitance of -about J 50 or 
~ 200 Yards. 

, The Engineer told me, that the Place had re
, mained 10 that Condition for above 70 or 80 Years. 

~ I got no Plan of the Place, and put nothing 
, down in writing, for I found that the whole Town 
, had been talktng of me, and thought it very extra
, ordinary, that I fhouJd be allowed to go about and 
~ fee every Thing. 

, I bumt even lome Sketches and Remarks I had by 
, me upon other Places, that they mIght have no 
, Hold of me, in cate they feqrched my Baggage; 
, and therefore cml1d onlyexpore themfdves, as I 
, had done nothIng, but what was open, above board, 
f and wIth Permlffion. 

, However, a~ to Utility, I was as much fatisfied-; 
~ as If 1 had got a i'lan. In regard ot the Profil tn
, deed, I have tbought fince, that It would not have 
, been amifs, If I had known for certam the exact: 
~ HeIght of tne Rampart: I thmk that It could not 
~ well exceed l5 Feet. In Marttmere's Geograpbical 
~ Dzflzonary 1t IS called only 20 Feet high. Perhaps 
f the Parapet is not included. 

, I told your Excellency, that I had never feen 
, any Pj'ln of the Place; but as there had been no 
~ Alteration 10 the vVorks for fo many Years, I made 
~ no Quefbon, but that fome old Plan of It 111Ight 
to be found, wInch would cor I efpond c'KaCtly with 
• wh~t 1 fald. In the Forces de L' Europe, whIch I 
J have, there is no Plan of RTJcbejorl, but I found 
f aIle in ~he Duke of Arg)'!e's Edmon, which I bar
f rowed and !hewed to your Excellency. It agrees 
• ex'lcUy with what I fa\d, and with the Sketch r 
! ~r~w gf 1~ p~fOfe you frgm my Memory, except 

~ ~ll~ 
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~ that a regular Ditch is reprefented every where, 

whIch is nut the Cafe. 
, The River may be about 130 Yards broad. The 

~ Entrance is defended by two or three 1inal! Re
, doubts, which I did not fee, nor could I venture 
, even to go down, and examine the Coaft. 

, What I mentloned to your Excellency of the 
, Method of infulting the Place, confidermg it upon 
• the Footing of an immediate Affault, 1 have not 
, put down; for tho' it may be reafoned upon in a 
, general View, yet many Things can only be fixed 
, and determined Immediately upon the Spot. I was 
~ told, that there are never any Troops at R()che/ort, 
, but the Marines. There might be about 1000 at 
, that Time. 

, By the ExpedItion to Port'L'Orienl in 1746, it 
, appeared to me, that the Country People in Arml> 
~ are very little better than our own, and that an 
, Officer, who po1fe{fe1! hjmfelt~ mIght mar("h fafely 

from one End of a Province [0 another with only 
~ five Companies of Grenadiers, where there are no 
, regular Troops. They imagine at firft they can fight, 
, and their Intentions are good, till it comes to the 
, Poine, when every Body gives Way, almoft before 
, the firIng of a Platoon. 

, In Wfltlng thiS I have obeyed with Plcafitre, as I 
~ have always done, your ExceUency's Commands. 

, I am, & c. Robert Clerk: 
To Sir Jobn Ltgo7lie't. 
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n. A TRANSLA
T 10 N of the Paper, 
intituJed " Memoire 
" fur la Force actuelle 
" de la France, et les 
" Services. ' auxquds 
"£lIe eft employee 
" dans L' Anne 1757," 
(the fame being pro
vttd by Mr. Wood to be 
a fa1thful Tranflation. 
and the Original being 
at the fame Time laid 
before the Court for 
their Satisfatbon.~ 'VIZ. 

MEMORIAL \ MEMOIRE 

• Of the actual Foree of Sur la Force atluelle de la 
, France by Land, and France par 'i'err{\ et les 
, the Services on which Ser-vices auxquets cile eft 
, it is employed in the empluyee dans r annee 
, Year 1757. 1757· 

, THE French Army, 1 L' Armec Fran~oi{e, au 
c at the Beginning I Commencement des 
, of the prefent Troubles, I crroubies pre/mus, ne con
" confifredonlyof 157,347 jifloit fju'en 157,347 
, Men, not inc1udmg [he Hommes, non comprtJe ia 
, Militia and the Invahd~. \ Mtlice et les lnvalzdes. Elle 
, It was compared in the elot! compoJie de la Manier~ 
" following Manner, fuz'Vanfe ; 

French In· 
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, French Foot 98,330 I Infanterie Francolfe 98,330 
& Artulery ... ,100 I Artillene. 4,100 
• Foreign Foot 25.589 Infantene Etrangere 25.~89 
• King's Houfd. Horfe 3,210 Maifon du Roy, Caval. 3,ZlO 
• French Hoefe 'f.po Cava\erie Francoife If.po 
, "()I'eign Harfe 9'io Cavalene Etrangere 960 
, Dragoons 7,680 Dragons - 7,680 
• Buffars 800 Hulfars - - 800 

• Light Troops 2, t 58 \ Troupes Legere~. 2,15 g 

'57,347 1"57.3+7 
, In the Month of Au-' Au Mois d' Aotit 1755, 

, gUlf 1755, an Augmen- on fit une Augmentation de 
, tion was made of four + Compagnies de 45 Hom
, Companies of 45 Men I mes cbacune dans ch'1que 
, each, in every BattalIon Bataillon du Regtment du 
, of the King's Regiment, I Roy, et de 4 Compagnzes de 
, and of four Companies 40 Hommes chacune, dans 
, of 40 Men each, in eve- chaque Batazllon flrdmatre 
, ry common Battalion of de l'Infanterie Franfoife: 
, French Foot,whichmade I cequifaifottentout 2S},6zo 
, in all 2).620 Men. Hommes. 

, About the fame rime, Envzron Ie meme '['ems, 
, an Augmentation was une Augmentation leftt dans 
~ made in the Dragoons, lIes Dragons, qui porta 
, which made up every chaque Regzment a 4 EJul
, Regiment four Squa- drons de 640 Hommer man
, drons of 640 Men, rna-I lant en tout a 2,560 
, king in all 2560 Men. Hommes. 

, In the Month of De- Au Mois de Decembre 
~ cember, of the fame Year de la meme Annie 1755, 
, 1755, an Augmentation U1ze /!ugmentattOn Ie fit pa
c was alfo made In the \ retllement dans ta Cavalem, 
, Horfe of I 0 Men a de 10 l-fJmmes par Com-

Company, in all 5560 pagme, en lout 5,560 
, Men. I Hommes. 

'The Royal Volunteers Les Volonlaires RO)'aux, 
, and.Ftjcher'':. Corps Wl.fC I eo les u;rps de Flfcher, fu
, a1fo augmented; we dOJ' rml auifi augmentds , notls 
, not know exaCtly to ne Javon! pas au jufte de 
, \\'hat Number; bur, ac- com/Jlen, maes, felon ntis 

cording ,d"J1S, 
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~ cording to our Advices, Avis, celte AugmenlatioJl 
, thIs Augmentat on came alloil a 680 HommeJ, (Ut 

« to 680 Men, or therea- envir()n. 
«bouts. Thefe feveral '['outer us differentes AlIt
e Augmentations amount mentatzonsmontenta 38,420 
, to 38,420 Men; and Hommes; el par con/eque1Jt 
, confequenrly, the French l' Armee Fran~olft: (jails 
'Army (wuhout reck- compler la MIttee et les In
, ooing the Mihtia and the I valtdes, que je mets au de/a 
, Invalids, which I put at de 67,000) eft compo/ie de 
, above 67,000) is com-\196,000 Hommes. lIs ont, 
, pofed of '96,000 Men. \ a fa venti, leve deux Nolt 

They have, it is true, veaux Rtgiments dam It: 
, ratfed two new Regi- Pais de L\("ge ; mals mal

mento; in the Country of I gre tout cel'l, 1curs rrroupes 
Liege; but no(\\ tthftan- reglits font au d1fous de 

, dtng that, their regular deux Cent }vItlle Hommes. 
'Troops are undtr 
, 200,000 Men. 

, The Iflands of Mt- Les ljles de Minorque et 
c 110rca and Corjica, with I de Corfe avec les C%nzes 
, the Colonies 10 Amerz,a, en Amerique, OctUpwt au 
c take up 25,000 Men at Mo ns 25,0('0 llommes; 
~ leaft; they embarked 10 Ils ont fatt embarqurr, au 
~ the Spnng, 3, or 4000 Prmte,ns, ~ Ll 4000 [bm
~ Men fl'r lhfft:rent servl-! mes p014r d1fercns ServICes 

ces In the twO IndzeJ; aux deux Illdes; l' /Jrmee 
, Mariha\ tf Et.,.ic's Ar- \ de Monfieur Ie Marecha! 
~ my, if the RegIment') d'Eftrees, fi les Regimens 
, were compleat, would cloimt completJ. trot! (~ 

amount to 92,(!Q0 Men; 92,000 Hommes; celIe du 
e Madhal RiLhelteu's IS Marccbal de Richeheu eft 
c 32,665; a Body .of 6 de 32,665' II fout tltl./li 
~ or 7,OJO Mt:n muft alfo compter unc Corps de 6 ou 
~ be reckoned, whICh they 7000 Hommes, qu'tis font 
, are obliged to keep il1 obliges de temr en Garnijoll 
, Garrifon at :toulon, Mar- a Tou101l, Marfeliles, Cer
, }eifler. Celfe, Antzbrs,&c. te, Anubes, &c, ,} portee 
, at Hand for that Part of de celte Pur/ze de leur Cote. 
e ~ the CoaCt. \ 

' Ac" St/OI1 



'According to this 
, Calculation then~ there 
£ are 160,000 reg J I ar 
~ Troops employed; there 
, will remaillabouLj.o,COO 
, Men tor all rht Garri
, fons from Sedan to the 
, Fronriers(lf SUfjJerland. 
• as alfo for thofe of Rou
e /ilion and Guienne, wlth
, out fpeaking of Flanders 
, and the Coafl. 

, We reckon about 
'20.000 Men placed 
, from ScYalrr)' coBergue; 
, fo that we have all rhe 
, Re.lfon to believe that 
, there cannot be 10,000 

• Men more fr m St. Pa
, lery ro Bourdeaux.' 

Seton ce Calm!, done 
'I.nita 16..),000 Hommes dt 
'l roupes regUes mlployies; 
If re/lera em.'irm 40,000 

Hommes P01l1" tous les Gar-
111J0l1S dc!,uis Sedan juf 
qu' aux } rOl1tzers de la SmITe, 
de meme que pour celles du 
Roufillon et de la Guienne, 
Jans parler de la FJandres 
et de la Cote. 

Nou! comptons environ 
20,000 Hommes places dt!
puis St. Valery jufqu' aBer
gue, de fafon que nOUI a'Vonr 
tout lieu de craire, qu't! ne 
peut pas y avow 'J 0,000 

Hommes de plus, depu1s St. 
Valery jufqu' a Bourdeaux. 

III. THE MINUTE taken i~ Arlington-jlrcct. Augufl 
J 757, mntaming the Examination of Jo./eph Tierry, 
a French Pi!ot, (a rranl1ation belllg at the fame: 
Time laId before the Court, but noc oft .... red to 
them as authentick) V1Z. 

, fir/111..{JOn·jlteet, Allgujt 1757. 
, Prefrnt, 

4 Lord Anfon, Mr. Secr~tary Pitt, 
e Sir Ed. Hawke, Gen. Ligonier, 
, Lt. (Jen.Sir J.Mordaunt, Adm. Knowtes~ 
, Major Gen. Conway, Capt. Clarke. 
, Lord Holderneffe.' , I TRANSLATION. , LE no rome Jofoph 'l'i- I J0feph Tierry a French' 

err) Pllote Fral1raiJ, PdDt, born 
, N atif de of the Prottf 
C Proteftant de tant Religion, having bltn 
C Religion, aiant etc exa- examint'd, faith,- crhat 
, mine, dic-~'lI a ex- he ha.s bun for abovi 20 
, ace Ie metier de Pdote rears in the Employ-

. , fur ment 
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c fur les Cotes de France ment of a Pilet, 1m the 
, au de la de vingt ans, Coafls of France, and has 
, qu'il a fervi com me pre~ jervtJd Of firft Pilot on 

mi'er Pilote a bord de di- Board fe7.:rral of tbeFrench 
, vers vaiffeaux du Roi de K1ng's Ships, ha'fJing been 
C France, & nommement for twent.'I-two Mcnths on 
, du Magnanime, fur Ie I Bom-d .the Magnanime, 
, quel il a fervi pendant whIch lard ShIp he has ft
, l' efpece de vingt et deux I veral :fmm brought tnto tht 

~. Mois; qu'il a conduIt Road of the We d'Aix, and 
, Ie dlt v..li{feaux Ie Mag- kno'Cos ver) well how to go 
, nanime plufieurs Fois a in and out vf the jrud Road; 
• Rade de t'IJIe de A/x, that the Chanud between 
, ec qu'il connoicbien l'en- the 'jlt111ds tifRhe and Ole
, tree & la [ortle dt: Ja dne ron IS 3 Leagues broad, and 
, Rade; que Ie chennel that he has turned it in 
• fOtre-les Ijles D' O!eron~ and out tn the Magna
, & de Rbi a trois heues nime. ~hat the $boals, 
• de large; qu'll y a lOll- whIch are to be avoided are 
~ voie fur Ie Magnanime; \ near the Land, and the 
• que les BantJ qu'il faut Breakers arc to dif/zr.gvi/hed 
( eviter font pres de 1a ter- at a C011fiderabie Dz/fance; 
< re ; qu'on en pellt dif- that there is a ·Shoal ca!1ed 
, tingller lesBrrJans a llne the Boiard, whzth is 1:ot 
• difiance confiderJ.ble; very dangerous, as tbe 
, qu'J! y a une Bane nom- Breakers }hew its Sttuatlon; 
, m~e Ie Boiard, dont on that the Entrance mlo the 
< me cOllfre pas grand Road of Abc, is not fo d~f
, t if que, moiennant les ficalt as to require a Pdol 
• BTlJans, qui annoncent fa '/ to b~ mg m great Ships; that 
'" . fituation ; Qye pour en-l the, c is good Anchorage 
~ (rer a la Ra(:e d' ."fIX, II both wzthl'1 tht Road, and 
• n' y. a pas de telles dlffi- \ out at Sea, In 12 and J 4 
, cultes, qu'il fOlt necef- Fathom Water, qurte to 
~ f.lire d'avoir un PIlote Bayonne, 
, pour y conduire dt 5 

, grands vaiffeaux; qu'il y 
• ~ bon mouHiage cant en 
• dedanll la Rad~ qu'en I 

de- Ybat 
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, dehors en Mt:r a 12 & 
(. 14 BralTes d'e:1u jufqu'a 
(. Bayonne. 

(. Que I' /f1e de Aix a en- 'l'bat the me d' AiJc is 
(. viroll fept Miles d' An- about jevm El"ghfh Mile I 
~ glelerrl de circuir, & in Gnumference ; there are 
, une quaralltaine de Ca- about 40 Huts or Houfis 
, banes, ou Maifons, raf- together in a kiJld of 1'zl
, fembles dans dne efpece lage; that there tS a Bal
, de village; qu'il y a I.me tery of 24, or 26 Guns, 24-
C Batterie de vmgt quatre I Pounders, but that there 
(. a vingt fix canons de 24 is no Fortification; tbiZt tbe 
(. lb. de Bale, malS qu'll largd/ Ships may come '"<)Cry 
, n'y a pointde Fortifica-! nl'ar it, and that the Mag
e. tion; que les plus gros nanime, alone, might de
c valffeaux peuvent en ap- jlro) the faid Battery il1 a 

procher de bien pres, & very jh~1't Time. 
(. que Ie vaiifeall Je Mag-

nanime foul pourroit en 
, peu de temps deftrUlre 
, la dite Battnie. 

• QEe Ie plus gros vaif
eaux peuvelltmonterjllf

(. qU'a Vergerot, a deux 
, miles Allglofes de I'em
, bouchure de la Riviere 
C avec leurs Callon~, &"E
• quipage; que la RIviere 
, eft fort etroite. 

'['hat tbe largefl SbJpr 
can go up as far as Verge
rot, two Englifh Mdes 
from the Mouth of the Ri
ver, with their Gum all.! 
Men, tbat the River is 7.my 
narrow. 

, ~le j'on peLlt ll1ettre '['hot Men may be la1J1i-
'duMondeaterreaunord ed to the North of a Bat
'd'uneSattenc:nommeede tery called de Fourras, fmt 
, Fourras fa'1! ctre vu du of S1ght of the Fort, 011 a 
• Fort, dans une praierie; 'I Meadow where the Ground 

Olil leterraiA eft ferme et is fo'm a;zd lroel, and wi/b-
• uni, a la grande Portee in Random-Shot of the 
, des Canons des V ai1feaux. Ship$- Guns. 

• Que de P~ndrojr, ou 'That from the LanJillJ-
• )'00 m&:r pied a t~rre,juf- Place to Rochefort, iJjJ'Ul 
, qu'a Rucbeju', il y a cinq Englifu Miles, the Road 
, mires .dnglozfos. Ie Che- dry, and not mrer[tUeJ ct-

, min tb~r 
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C min fee, & n'eft point tber by Ditches, or Mora/u 
c coupe par des folies, ny 
, des marais. 

, Que.a villeeftprefque I crhat the City is almojl 
, er'lt6urree par lin ram- /urrounded wet'" a Ram
e part, mais que l'endroit, I part, but that on both Sides, 
, qui aboutit a la RIviere II tn that place which ends at 
e des deux cotes, il n'y a the Rtver there IS no Wall 
, point de mur I'efpace de for the Lmgth of fixty Pa
~ (oixantepas, quin'eftfer~ ces, the IndoJure bezng only 
, me fimplement que par a lJar or Falt/ade, and the 
, une Barriere ou P ,lltfade, Gr(!und tG come up to the 
, et que Ie terrain pour Palifade tS not tnterfe,,"Icd 
, aborder les dites pali-,I by any ToJTe. 
e fades n'eft coupe d' au-
, cun Foile: 

LIEUTENANT COLONEL Ronr:RT CLERK who 
was employed as pnncipal EnglOeer 00 (he Ex
pedition, being fworn and quefboncd, Whether he 
was at any Time at Rochefort? 

AlIfwered, Yes, in the Year 1754' 
~ Whether he at any Time wrote a Letter to 

Sir John Ligonier touchmg the State or Strengt~. of 
Roch((ort? 

A. He did in the Month of July tilt 
The Letter before read, which bears date the 15th 

of yuly- 1757. being Jbewn to him, he faid, that the 
fame is ot his Writing, and is the Letter he now re
fers to; the Contents of which he remembers per
fealy. 

Bdng dc:fired to difclofe to the Court any M.uter~ 
other than contained in the faid Letter, which he 
judges material for the Information of the Court. as 
tendmg to thew the PraCticabilIty or Impraeticability 
of an Attac;k upon RocbeflJrt, fo far as the fame 'Was 
communicated to SIr John Mordaunt; 

He depofed, that on the 26th of Septembet laft 
he went to the Hle of .A13i to examine fome of the 
principal Officers of the Fort, to fee if he could 
procure from them any Information in Regard to 

3 &rhiforl. 
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Roehrfo,.t. He examined two or three at firll, but 
found they would give him no dlftinct Anfwer~ on 
which he refoJved [0 dine with them, and rafs the 
Day.-After Dinner, he told them, that he had 
1poke to two or three of the Company in Regard to 
the Streng1 h of Rochefm and other Places on the 
Coait, but that they feemed very much afraid of 
giving him the fmalleft Degree ot Infoflnatlon, but 
that their Caution was needlefs, as he knew the 
Stat..: of thofe Places as well as any of them: au 
which he took out his Pencil, and drew a flIght 
Sketch firft of Rochelle, defcribmg its weak Parts, 
and then began and dtfnibed in the fame Manner 
the Town of Rochefort. He did not immediately 
aik their Opinions to confirm what he had (aid, but 
took the Engineer with him, who was one of the 
Company, and walked round the Fort; anu in the 
Way told him, that there had been a Difpute between 
hIm and one of his Acquaintance, who knew norhing 
of the Place, bue by Hearfay, whether Water could 
be thrown round tht: Town of Rochefort, and the Ditch. 
filled: The Engineer anfwered, it was impoffible, 
upon Account of the Hdghth of forne Parts of the 
Ground: The Engineer added, that he had oreetl. 
been at Rocbefort, but that he cuuld not give fa par
ticulaf an Account of It, as he. had done; fOf he 
had not examined it with the greateft Attention, hav
ing always confidered ir, as an open Placc:.-This 
Circumftance, he (Lieut. Col. Clerk) communicated 
to Sir John MOldaunt the next Day (being the 27th) 
at 9 o'Clock in the Morning, and likewife [0 Major 
General Conw4], as they were walking together on the 
Top of the Donjeon over the Gateway of the Fort at 
the Ine of Aix. The Anfwer Sir John Mmiaun, gave 
him at the Tune was, that he was of Opimon, no 
Credit could ~ given to what a French Engineer faiel 
on fum a SubjeCt, and afked the Deponent, if ~ 
~ia the Fre'lth Engineer's Situation, whether hq 
• -,vO~la have given any Information of thit kind: He 

C rephcd, 
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replied, " Different Men have different Chara&rs i 
" for my Part I ~lieve him." 

Being aIked, Whether he was fent by Sir Jabn 
Mordaunt to the Ifie of Aix at this Time to get In
formation? 

An/wered, No; not at this Time. 
A1ked, Whether he had any Recommendation co 

tbe Governor of Rochefort, which procured him the 
Civility he met with in being permitted to view 
every Thing ? 

AnJwertd, No i that he appeared in his Regimen
tals openly; that he has travelleCl a great dell in 
France, and always in his Regimentals, and never 
was refufed feeing any Place, but once at Cet/e, and 
that by a very partic\ila:- Man, who refded the La
dies Permiffion to walk in the Gardens. 

Being quefiioned (at the Defire of Sir 'lobn Mar
daunt) What IS meant by the Expreffion of .. , a From" 
ufed in his Letter? 

Anfwered, He reckons it at a common Medmm ; 
thinks 320 or 300 Yards. . 
~ If an able French Engineer had as mau] Work. 

men as he wanted at Roche/ort, how long it would 
cake to throw up fuch an Entrenchment, a5 would 
make it equally fecure, againft a Coup de Mam~ with 
the reft of the Works? 

A. Every Body knows the Difficulty of anfwering 
a ~eftion of this Kind, as it dependi much on the 
Nature of the Ground; hkewife, what may be the 
Opinion of a very able Engineer, much fuperior to 
what he pretends to be, might not entIrely agree with 
a,is Sentiments; for his part, he reckons, that Ram
part was conftruCled in fa abfurd a Manner~ and the 
Circumftance of the Ditch fuch, that he imagines it 
not impoffible, that fuch an Entrenchment might be 
thrown up, fo as to put it on a FQ:Jtillg with the 
teft of the Place in a few Days Time. he cannot 
«nfwer the Quefrion with more Precifion. 

It being Three o'Cl9Ck, ddjiJurned till Tomorrow 
Morning 10 o'Clock. 

'IburjJII1" 



[ 35 ] 

'l'HUR,sOAY, DECEMBER 15, 1757. 
THE COUR T belOg met purfuant to Adjournment, 

Lieuten.mt Colonel Clr:rk was again called in, and 
quefiIOned, as memion IS made 10 hIs Evidence of 
the Heighth of fomt' Part ur the Ground,-Whether 
the Inequality ofthe GI ound at Roc/.;(fnrt lS {uch, th.it 
any part of th(" Ditch muft be conjidcrably above High 
Water Mark? 

A'Ilfwered, He conceives, the tIpper Part is confi
derab'y hIgher, than the High-Water Mark; though 
It IS very dJificult to judge of [he Level of Ground 
with the Eye. 
~ Wheth'er he made any EnfJuiry into the Scateof 

Rllcnejort, after tl'leir Atriv:;l 10 the B4que Road, be
fore the 25th of Septt'mber! 

A. On the J 4ch, he was fent hy Slr ]olm MordtJunt 
from the,Ramtlus. which was Iymg In [he Roa.d of 
Ba/que, to th .. IOe of I'ltX, to eXalTIlne what Pnlonen 
he could find, who had bt'en at Ro£hej01't; and, at 
the fame 'r,me to reeonnome the Point, whIch runs 
OUt from Fouras.' He went to the IOand, whcre he 
found Captain Hamzlton, Aid de Camp to Major Ge
neral Conway; who rul,l him, that Major General 
C01l7t-ay had taken [uen Pl'lfoners, as h~ found capa
ble ot glvmg any fatislaCtory Account, on Board 
Ship with htm; upon whIch, after fpeaking to fome 
of the Prifoner'l, and not rpcelving any "atlsfachon, 
and giving himfelf the lefs Trouble, as Major Gene
rai COnwfi.Y had done chac Parr already, he went on 
Board a Ship; and, after Dinner, afl.ed Captain How 
to go along wirh him to rt'connoirre the POlOt of roa
ras; and propofed to him to go on Shore, whIch was 
agreed to: They went accordingly, as did al/o Mr. 
Beyd and Mr. Williams; and after walking a lQuple 
of Miles OVer a fpongy Neck uf Land, which is 
overfiowed at H 19h-Warer, they came upon the fa
lid Continent, when he thought it not proper to p,rb" 
cecd any farcher; left, if they ventured beyond tbe 
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Neck of I,and, they might be furrounded, or cut 
off. They faw rouras dlfi:IO¢tly, that is to lay, tbe 
Walls; they could not tee the Fortifications, as they 
viewed it by Moon-light, and believes, upwards of 
an Engltjh Mile dilrant; they alfo Caw a Fire, like 
the 1'lalh of a Pan, about a Mile off, which made 
him propofe to return on Board Ship: Mr. Bq"vd fald, 
he heard a Fuzee go ofr; but the Deponent cannot 
fay, he did :- l"hey heard afterwards, from a Bat
tery or Redoubt, (which is caIlrd Fort d' .diguille) a 
Beating to Arms; they heard it very diftinctly; but 
he cannot fay at what Diftance. 
~ If he can recolleCt, how the Wind was at that 

Time? 
A. It was perfeCtly calm. 
~ Did he make any Obfervations in that Walk? 
.d. He don't remember any thing <:If Confequence ; 

he reported It next Morning to Sir John Mordaunl. 
~ Whereabouts he went on Shore? 
d At the Point of Land called Ine Denis; it runs 

out from Fort Fo~ras. 
~ Did he land immediately on the Shorf! ? 
./1. They landed on a Rock, between which Rock 

and the folid Continent is the fpongy Ground he has 
{poken of. 

.5t When did he leave Gtbraltar? 
A. In September 1753. 
~ As he mentions 10 his Letter having been at 

Rocbejr;rt in the Year 1754; Whether he has at any 
Time in the Interval of three Years, between that 
and 17 Ii 7. mentioned the Obfervatlons he made thert' ? 

A. He has fpoke of them to one or two Peoplt;, 
who, he believes, may have mentioned them; and 
indeed, he fpoke of them with an Intention they 
fhould be mentioned. The Letter to Sir Jobn Ligo
nier was wrote by Sir Johrls Order, ahd arofe from 
fome Converfation wh;ch had before paired 00 the 
Sl!bjeCt, Sir Jobn ddiring him to put his Obfcrvatioos 
ia Wm:ng. 



[ 37 ] 
~ Wheth~ he had any Difcourfe with Sir JobnLi

g9nier, in relation to Roche/ort, before July 1757, 
being the Motlth, in which his Letter is dated ? 

A. He does not know, that he mentionc~ any 
Thing of Rochefort to Sir Jobn Ligomcr in particular, 
before July I 757. 
~ (By Defire of Sir John Madam!l) Could he 

obferve any Bank or Dyke at Rochefort, which fep .... 
rated the dry Forre from the wet one? 

A. He remembers none; he is abfo'utely clear in 
his Opinion, it was ilTlpoffible to lec the W <lter 10 all 
round. 
~ (by t~e Court.) Whether if he had been in 

Rochefort, and rhe Defence of the Place had been left 
to him, as anEngineer, and he had hadtenDaysNotice 
of a Force marching up, he could have put it in a fuf
fidem Poflure of Defence agalt1L1: a Coup de Mazn ? 

A. No; but that depends greatly upon the Num
ber of the Garrifon. He explained, dlac, what he un
derftands by a Coup de Mazn is taking a Place in one, 
two, three, or four Days TIme, without a regular At
tack. 
~ Could it have been attacked without opening 

Trenches? 
A. Yes. 
~ Had they fealing Ladders with them? 
A. They had fealing Ladders 30 Feet high; and 

the Ramparts at Rochefort were but 25 Feet at the 
h~gheO:, taking in the Parapet; for in his Letter to 
Sir 10hn Ligonier he put down every thing at th~ 
higheft. 

It, If Rocbefort could not have been taken under 
three or four J;)ays, wpether Artillery would OQt 

have been ntteffary to facilitate the taking of th,e 
~~? . 

A. Undoubtedly, Anillery woula have been pro
per; but perhaps not abfolutdy necdfary. 
~~ Had they fueh Artillery? 
A. They had Artillery for that Purpofe; and as 

Bluch, as he judged proper, 'VI%:. SiX z4 Pounders. 
C 3 and 
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~nd four t2 PQunders, together with fpare Carriages, 
~ Does he think the Artillery could have been 

landed with tolerable Eafe ? 
A. He thinks, very eafily, at Ch4telaillon Bay. 
~ Whether that is on theRochiforJSldeOftl eCbarente? 
A. Yes, 
~ How near could the Tranfports come, in order 

to land the Troops? 
A. The Heport of th~ Rear-Admiral and Captains 

of Men of War anfwers that Quefhon. 
, ~ (At Sir John Mordaul1t's Defire) What Day he 
made himfelf Mafter of the Nature of the eoaft? 

A. The firft he heard of the Report of the Rear
Admiral and Captains was from Captain Buckle on 
the 25th; and he was afterwards more fully informed 
on the 28th, and in the Way home. 
~ Does what he fays, in regard to landing the 

Artillery, arife from an Opinion hi formed upon the 
-Spot, or what he has heard finee ? 

A. He formed that Opinion on the Spot; on any 
(andy Beach, he imagmes9 wherever Troops can 
land, Artillery can be landed. 
~ Was he ever prefent and affiihng at the At· 

tack of any Place? 
A. He was at the Siege of Bergen-op-zoom. a Vo

lunteer, and taken Prifoner the Day ot the Alraulr. 
he was alfo at Port l'Orim!, EnglIleer in Ordmary, 
which now gives the Rank of Captam; anp went a 
Volunteer With Sir John Mordaunt to Ojlend, but they 
did not arrive, till after the Siege; he faw the Attack~ 
~nd was afterwards in the Trenches. 

CPLONEL JAMES WOLFE, (emp~Qyed as 
.~~tter-Mafter-General on ~he Expedi~'ion) being 
fWQJ'n, and defired to declare whatever he kno,ws ma
~erial fq; (he Inforl1?atioll of the CQwf~ ~e~i~g to 
Ihew the PratlicabiJ,ity, or I mpracocabj'I!tl' .. Of a De
fcent an the French Coaft, ill Order to an A~ta<;~ up
pn Ro(heffJr! ,at any Time ~hi1e the: ExpedttiOft was 
on foot.-Depofed, That Sir j'llm Moraqunt Cent 

. . . Colone~ 
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Colonel HO'Ward, Lieutenant-Colonel Murray, and 
him fel f, on the 29th of September, to view the Bay of 
Cbate/ai/ion. They went firft on board the Ytpe1; 
Sloop, which anchored neareft to the Land, and had 
but a very imperfett View of the Land from thence; 
Colonel Howard 10 particular had a good deal of Con
verfation with the Captain of the Sloop, with regard 
to the Obfervations he had made. Not thinking they 
faw any thing diftinCl:ly enough from thellce to make 
a Report up.n, they went in a Boat, and rowed WIth
in the great Bay of Chate/m/tml, within a Mile and a 
half of the CoaCt, being as near as they could venture 
with Safety; and tbe Report they made to Sir John 
Mordaunt, when they returned was, that they had not 
{eell any Entrenchments, Redoubts, Bakeries, or 
Troops, to prevent [helt Janding in rhe great Bay of 
Cbatelmllotl: That they had feen fix Pieces of Artil
lery upon the Point of Chatelazlton, and that the 
Sand HIlls on the Shore were high enough to conceal 
the MotlOIlS of any Troops behind them (even Hode 
he belIeves) from Boats rowing to tne Shore. They 
further reported, what Inform,ulon they had receIved 
from the Captam of the Vzpe,., namely, Thar fome 
Days befure that, he had feen a Number of Mtn on 
the Coaft with Colours (but the Captain could not 
afcertain the Number) marching from tht" Side of 
Rochelle to the great Bay of Chal,/a,llon, down to the 
left of th(: Point, and that thofe Men had been work
ing in ch( SaSld Hills three or fOllr Days, he is not 
fur.e which, and had changed the Form of them.-He 
added~ that before they went out of the riper, they 
faw fome Guards, or Pofts, upon the Shore of the leffer 
Bay, jua up9n the Edge of the Coaft. 

Being aiked, Whether their Report was made pre
vious, or fubfequent, to the Refolution taken of re-
turniDg to Eng/awl? . 

Anfwemi,. It was made about Five o'Clock i" the 
Evcnin« of the 2.9th; he cannot fay, whethe.r before 
Of • that Ilcft>luti:o~ as he does not know at what 
Ti4'le·of the IlaJ that Refolution was taken. ' 

C 4- Beini 



[ 40 ) 

Being afked, Whether ever he was rent out to re
connoitre before the 29th? 

Anfwered, That he was not fent aut to reconnoitre 
betore; ,?ut went out by Sir: John Moraaunl's Leave', 
rather than being fent, about one o'Clock of the 23d, 
during the Attack of the Ine of Aix, and came to the 
Fort a little while -after it furrendered. He landed, 
and got lIpon the Ramparts, and from thence viewed 
}ollras and the Land about it; he ftayed as little 
while as he could, and then returned immediately to 
the Ramilies, which was anchored at a confiderable 
D,fhnce from the HIe of Aix, and made a Sort of a 
Report, of what he had obferved, to Sir Edward Hawke 
and Sir John Mordaunt. He mentioned the SituatIon 
of Fouras, as it appeared to him, and took Notice ot 
what he thought [0 be rhe Strength of it, to the Ad~ 
miral and the General, whkh he was induced to du, 
as nobody eIre within bis Knowledge had done It, 

and took the Liberty of faymg to Sir Edward Hawke, 
that he believed, if the Depth of Water would allow 
of coming near enough, a Ship would batter it down 
veryeafily, or at leaf\: would fo far take the Fm' of 
the Fort upon the Ship, that the Troops mIght very 
fafely land round about it ;-what he fpoke of the 
Land on the other Sjde of the Fort was from Conjec.
"'ture only. Sir Edward Hawke at tkat Tlme ieemed 
to embrace the Propofal witha great deal of Warmth, 
and Sir John Mordaunt fo far approved of it, that he 
has been told, that Sir Jobn and the ocher Generals 
the next Day made the Propofal m a more formal 
Manner to the Flag-Officers.-The Deponent be
lieves, be faid to Sir Edward Hawke, that, as he fup
pofed, the Pilot of the Magnan/me could very well 
inform him of the Depth of Water; and as the Ad· 
mirals and Generals did not appear to difapprove of 
his fpeaking upon that Point, he juft hinted to Sir 
Edward HtIW!e, that ic might not be amifs to clufe 
fome Diverfion ~n the Side of Roc~ellt, to divide the 
Enel11fs Attention, which he apprehended might ~ 
done by meMS of the Bomb-ketches; he mentions 

this 
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this particularly, as Sir EdftJard had fo far agreed to 
it, that he fent both for the Pilot and the Bomb
ketches up from the me of Atx that Nioht, as he be
lieves, the Deponent having fuggeftcd to him his 
Opinion, that there was not a Moment~s Time to be 
loft.-The next Morning tht" Deponent, not having 
been able himfe1f to fee ,the Ground on the other Side 
Fouras, fpoke to the PIlot, and afked him fome 
~eftions concerning that Ground, parricularly, 
whether a ~dy of Men, being conveyed in Boats or 
Cutters, could be landed during the fuppofed Attack 
bv Sea, between Fouras and l< ort fa Pointe, fo as to 
C~lt off the Communication from Rocht/ort. The Pt
lot feemed clearly to underftand his Notion of the 
Attack, and of Janding at the fame Time on botb 
Sides the Fort, and told the Deponent he could, or 
believed he couJd, (he cannot fay pofitiveJy which) 
take the Mag1lanil11e up to batter the Fort; as a1£o, 
that the landing between Fouras and la Pointe was 
very practicable, fuppofing the Fort to be attacked, 
as propofed, at the fame TIme. 

Being atked, at the Defire of Sir John Mordaunt, 
whether. on the Evening of the 23d, Sir Edwanl 
Hawke did not tell him~ rhat he intended the next 
Morning to fend up a Ship to batter Fouras? 

Anfwered, He underftood Sir Edward Hll'wkls 
Intentions to be fuch. 

Afked, (by the Court) What Number of Men he 
apprehends could have been landed in the Boats? 

Anfwered, In all the Boats of the Fleet he con
ceives 22 or 23 Hundred Men; he means, Infantry. 

Afked, (by Defire of Sir John Mordaunt) What 
Number of" Troops, under a good Officet~ might 
have been fufficient to prevent their Landing in Cbtf.
leiailllJn Bay out of Boats f 

Anfwered, This is only Matter of Opil1ion, and 
depends intirely on the Goodnefs of the Officer; but 
accordlng IlO his Notions, he, fhould im~iDe a tho~
fand regular good Foot, and two or three hundred 

Horre, 
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~lGrfe, excluGve of Artdlery~ WQuld make it very 
chfficult for 22 or 23 Hundred Men to land there . 

.Afked, (by the Court) w,hen the Men were in the 
Boats, how far had they to row 10 Land ? 

Anfwered, The Tranfports were anchored at dif. 
ferent Diftances; they were, one witp another, about 
four or five Mdes from the Shore. 

Afked, In whJt Boats the Men were intended [0 be 
landed? 

Anfwered, In the Long boats of the ~en of War 
and Tranfports, which muft have been towed by the 
Row-boats and Pinnaces, as the Wind was offShore, 
071 th~ 28th. When the Wind was fair, he believes 
it might be poffible to fet Sad for the Purpofe of 
landing.-l he Tranfports had eac.h of [hem a Long
boat, and moft of them two or three rowing Poars. 

Afked, How near he was at any T.me to Fort 
FDllras 1 

Anrwered, The neareft Diftance he el"er was to 
Fort Fouras was on the DonJeon at the We of Azx, 
which is about five MIles from the Fort, as he 
judges. 

Afkei!, How near the Sand Hills were to the 
W.ner? , 

Anfwered, They feemed to be pretty near at High 
'N.ater; they are, as they fay, about FIfty Yards 
from High- \Varer Mark. 

Afked, At what Dltlance the Ianuing could be 
made from the SIX Piece~ of Arullery mentIoned In 

llis Evidence? 
Anfwered, That it depends on the navigating of toe 

Eoats; but he conceives it pollible to Jand mtirelv 
out of the Reach of that Artillery. . 

Aiked, How does he compute tbe 22 Of 23 hun
dred Men, which he ruppofcs could have been Janded 
at once? 
, Anfwered, Sir John Mordarmt. by his Orders on 
the 28th, had providtd, that the Soats ihould not be 
too. much crowded; :md the Deponent took fome 
~ains to enquire, how many Men ]laa been embark· 

ed, 
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cd, and bow many were intended to be embarked .. 
and from thence he made this Calculation,. bu!: can
not pretend to be exact. 

REAR-ADMIRAL 'l'HOMAS BRODP leK ,be.. 
in(T [warn, was alked, What Day the' Flee" fent out 
upon the Expedition, arrived off the Coaft of :FraNce? 

Anf wered, Thinks, the 20th. 

Q. What Day they got within the Ba/que Road? 
A. The 22d or 23d; thinks the z3d; the Attack 

of the lOt: of Atx was made the fame Day. 
!t 'Whether he was at any Time fent out to recon

noitre, and make Soundings? 
A. He was fent out the 23d in the Afternoon by 

Sir Edward Hawke, and was upon that Servit;c all 
Night, and contmued upon it, he thinks, tiU 3 or f 
o'Clock the Afternoon following, when he returned, 
and immediately made hiS Report tG Sir Edward 
Hawke. 

APAPER, purporting to be a Copy of the faid Re
port, being produced and ihewn to Rear-Admiral 
Brodrzck, he pClufed and confidered the fame, and 
infor,ned the Court, that he beheves it to be an exaCt 
Copy of the, Report made by him to Sir Edwal'd 
Hawke, jointly with the three Caplams fent with \'lim 
upon that Service, which was then read in Words 
following: 

C In Purfuance of an Order from Sir Edwari Harvkl'. 
, K.night of the Bath, Admiral of the blue Squa
, dron of hiS MajeO:y's Fleet, &c. Dated the 23d 
, of, Seple,_ber, 1757; , WE the under written went and founded the 

French Shore from Rochelle to Fort Fouras, 
, and find as follows. 

, Fr<!Dl the:: fcuth lloint of the Eqtrance of &oclrtlle., 
" (on' which Point there are 27 Guo's mounted o,n,~

l ~ ~~ t"O the P~i~ o~ the Angoli~ ~¢ Ijnd it a rp~ky 
, Shore, and lteep t:l1fu, with Shoals near twe;> MIles 
~ off; from .dngo/III to Cbalelail/oll, we il1d a fair, hard, 

fandy, 
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.. {andy Beach, with a Flat lying off' near twO Mile" 
& having but three Fathom at High Water at that 
!- Diftance, but clear Ground, along which Beach 
, are Sand Hills about Fifey Yards from the Top of 
C High Water. On the Point of Chatelaillon are two 
& Guns on Barbet, which can no Ways annoy the 
, landing of the Troops in the Bays of either Side of 
Ii it; and off which Point runs a R. iff of Rocks Weft 
Ii two Miles, whIch are dry at low Water; and 
, round the faid Point, about half a Mde to the 
, Eaftward. there is a fmall fanov Bay near half a 
C Mile long, and the Land over the faid Bay rifes 
C with an eafy Afc~nt about a Quarter of a Mde to a 
, Church or (:Qnvent, with a lew Houfes near it ; 
C from the fandy Bay. along to a fquare Fort on the 
Ii [outh Part of the Bay, lies a long aat Mud, which 
Ii is dry near two Miles at low W <lter. 

, It is out' general Opinion, the Tranfports cannot 
• come nearer to either of the forefaid Bays (in order 
Ii to land Troops) than a Mile and an haJf, as we 
Ii found three Fathoms only at that Diftance at High 
, Water. 

C The fquare Fort on the fouth Side of the Bay we 
Ii could only fee two SIdes of; the Face to the Korth
Ii Weft had nine Embrazures, and that to tll: North
~ Eaft only two. 

, Given under our Hands, on board his Majef
, ty's Ship Ramifies in Bafque Road, this 2+th 
, of September, 1757. 

c THOMAS BRODRICK. 

, JAMES DOUGLAS. 

,'PET. DENNIS. 

C MATT. BUCKLE." 

Rear-Admiral Brodrick being aiked, as the Report 
only mentioas Tranfports, how near the Men of 
War could come to the Shore ? 

Anfwercd, In his Opinion, not nearer than Two 
Miles. J 
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~ What Sort of landing there was for Boats, in the 

great Bay of Chazelaill(m ? 
A. It was a fair [andy Bay, hard Ground, and a 

landing might have been made with Eare, in his 
Opinion. 
~ Whether be faw any Troops to obftruCl: the 

Jan61Og, had it been attempted foon after his Return 
from the Soundings? 

A. When he was founding, he did obferve Troops 
to the Northward of the Bay of Chaleiazllon, to tbe 
beft of his J udgrnem, about four or five hundred 
Foot drawn up on a Hill, and in the Bottom, to tbe 
Northward of the Hill, were about one hundred and 
fifty Horfe, as near as he could judge. 
!t How far, according to the beft Information he 

receIved, is the great Bay of Cha/eia;llon from Roche-
fort? . 

d. It is about 9 Miles, as he was told, from 
Rochefort, and 9 Miles from Rocbelle; but cannot 
take upon himfelf to fay, it is fo. 
~ (By Deftre of Sir John Mordaunt) Could the 

Men of War have covered the Landing and the Re
treat? 

A. He don't think they could do either the one, or 
the other. 
~ Does he think, feparated as the Fleet then was. 

confidering the Wmd and Tide, (of which Chcum
fiances he 15 the moll: proper Judge) that all tbe ne
ceiIary Preparations could have been made, fo as to 
hdve effected the landing that Night? 

A. He does not think, they could. 
f'<: (By the Court) Could he, by the help of a 

Glafs, obferve how the Troops were cloath'd, whe
ther in Regimentals, or otherwife ? 

A. They were at too great a Diftance to difcovcr 
thar. 
~ What Number of Men, in bis Opiniol4 not 

crowding' the Boats, could have been, landed to
gether? 

A. it 
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.II. It was generally thought, in aU the Boats, they 

could have landed from fifteen to eighteen hundredMen; 
they put but very few in the·Boats, that were to tow 
the Long-boats; but this is only Matter of Opinion; 
he cann()t pollibly afcc:rtain the direct Number. 

§(. In cafe 1800 Men were put on board the Boats i 
whether he does not imagine thelle would be a confi
derable Dlftance of Time between the difembarking 
tbe firft Men, and the laft of the fame Embarkation? 

A. He fhould have thought It his Duty to have 
j;ontrived fo, as tbat all the Boa~s 1hould have landed 
togethet. 
It Suppoting it moderate Weather, (upon the 

25th of Sepumber for Inftance~ if that was 1uch Wea
ther) what would have been the Diftance of Time be
tween the firO: and fecond Difernbarkanon ? 

A. He cannot pretend [0 fay; he never confidered 
it in moderate Weather; and as to the 25th of Septem
ocr, he cannot particularly recolleCt, how the Weather 
Was that Day.-On the Night of the 28th, in which 
Preparation was made for landing, it would have 
taken at leaft fix Hours; but not near fo much in 
good Weather. 

THE EVIDENCE in Support of the Charge being 
refted here, Sir JOHN MORD.liUNT was told it 
was now Time to make his Defence; who mform. 
ed the Court, that he had caufed fome Thoughts 
to be put in Writing, whlch, as he had an Hefi~ 
ration in his Voice, he prayed the Court would 
permit to be read; and the fame were read accord~ 
ingly, a.s follow$, 'lJiz. 

,~ My LORD, 
" His Majefty wa~ pleafed to confer upon me the 

" Command of the Land-Forces appointed to co· 
" operate with a Squadron of Ships of War, c-om
~t manded by Sir Edward Hawke, to be employed 
" upon the late Expedition: The Enterprize proved 
•• ipeffeCl:ual. Soon &feer my Return I ~as fum-

~' mond 
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u moned to appear before a Board of General Of
" fieers, whom his Majefry had appointed to enquire 
" ii'lto the Caules of the Failure of the Expedition. 

H I appe~red upon the EnquIry, and was <'011-

" fidered as a Perfon accufed, and trom whom 4 De
" fence was expe8:ed. 

~, The Enquiry had all the Appearance of a Pub
IC lick Trial, except in two CIrcumftances,-The 
" Wltl~e1fes were not examlOed upon Oath, and I. 
" who fiood accufed, was examined; which Examl' 
" nation might, in its Tendency, produce, if the 
" Cafe would bear it, a Charge againft myfelf. 

" I am now called upon in a Court-Marnal to an
H fwer to a general Charge of Dlfobedience of his 
" Majefty's Orders. N () IntImation was given me. 
" to what partIcular Infiances of D!lobedience it 
" would be applied. 
"I do not complain of thefe ProceediDgs; my 

, "own Conduct gives me nothmg ro apprehend; and 
" hIS Majefty's Government IS incapable of Opptef
., fion. 

" I am not fenfible, that any Error, I am fure, no 
~, Act of Dlfobedlence will be found in my Share of 
" the TranfaA:.on. 

" I am now accufed of Difobedience of the fecret 
"Inftructions. It IS a clIminal DllolJ(dlPnce that is 
" imputed to me, and a criminal Dlfobedience 1m
" plies a pofitive Dtrectlon. 

" It is upon this Ground. that the Profecutor has 
" proceeded; and in order to make out the Charge, 
(c there have been produced certain Papers and Wlt-
4' neff'es, which ulIght to be confidered in two Lights. 
" - J ft. Some relac1l1g to a Trantachon previous to 
u the Expedition, as Colo9el Clerk's Letter. the 
" Pilot·s Examination, the Paper relating £0 the 
U French Forces, and the Evil'ence of Mr. Secretary 
~, Pitt. 

" Thefe are on'ly introductory, and the Ground of 
~, the Equ~pment. and prior to the Inftrucbons; an4 
., the~fore altho1.lgh they are fufficient to thew the 

" Reafon, 
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" Rearons, why the Adminillration (ent out the Fleet 
4' and For~s, yet fuch Evidence can never be ap
e, plied to prove a fubfequent Difobedience to pgfie
" rior Orders i and that this Reafoning is juft~ ap
., pears from the very Article on which the Charge 
~, IS founded. 

u. For ootwithftanding the Minifters were polTeffed 
II of all this Evidence. and acted upon it, yet my 
" Inftructions were not pofitive; but the Operations 
~, were exprefsly left to what 1houJd be dlfcovered of 
u the PraCt:icability of the Attempt. 

" The fecond Sort of Evidence was by fome Wlt
~, neifes to prove, That in Fad: there was fLlffiClenli 
~c Ground newly difcovered, after the Fleet got mto 
c, the Rode de Bafques. to thew that the Attempt 
" upon R~cbef~rt, mentioned in the Inftrucrions, was 
u practicable. 

~, ThiS Sort of Evidence has been carried down to 
" the Morning of the 29th of September, and no 
" later . 

.. The Evidence under this fecond Head is the 
u only Evidence, that can legally and juftly be ap
~, plied to prove the Charge againft mc. 

c, That Evidence confilts of Colonel Clerk's Ac
" cOLlnt of a Converf.lcion with a French Engineer 
" upon the 26,th of September in the Afternoon.. 

" Whether the EVidence of this lingle French En
u gineer deferved the ""'eight, which the Profecutor 
" feems co lay on ie, will appear very clearly when 
~, I h.we opened my Defence. and the Court is fully 
U potfdf d of all the FaCts relative to this SubjeCt. 

" In the mean Time this may be obferved, That 
~, Colonel Clerk, tht: Chief Engineer in the Expe
~, dition, produced no new Intelhgcnce 'till the 27tll, 
U altho' he arnved on the 23d, was examined at the 
" CouncIl of War on the 25th, procured this Ac
" count on the 26th, and did not communicate it 
" till the :1 7th. 

e, Colonel IPI/lft's EVidence is. confined altogether 
" to the Obfervations he mad", upon the 29th in 

" Con-
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" Confequence of the Orders I had given him to 
" examine the Coaft; and what was done upon the 
" 29th will appear to the Court, and be accounted 
" for hereafter. 

" Thus much mly be here obferved, That we had 
" unanimouOy determined upon the 28th to attempt 
" a Defcent in the Bay of Cbattlaillon. The At
" tempt was difappointed, and not renewed for the 
" Reafons that will be mentioned, when I come to 
" that Part of my Defence. 

"A Memorandum has been delivered in by the 
" Secretary of StW", fhewtng the Number of the 
" Land-Forces in Frame in 1757. By that it ap
" pears, (allowing the Account to be juft) that 
" 40,000 Regular Troops remain at Home for the 
" Defence of their Country, which are fuppefed to 
" be diftributed In fuch a Manner, that only 10,000 
H are left to guard the whole Coaft from St. Valeri 
" to Bayonne. 'Tis evident from reading the :Pa
" per itfelf, that the Diftribution of the Regular 
" Troops is Matter of Guefs and Computation, not 
" of Intdligence. Betides the Regular Troops, it 
" is allowed that there are 67,000 Militia, Invalid~, 
" &c. which are not accounted for. 

" A few Refiecbons will fuffice tu 1bl"w the Welk
" nefs of this Reafoning. In the firit Place, W'-ly 
" fhould the Court of France place 30,000 Regular 
" Troops 10 Garrifuns, where they have nothing 
" to fear? For InLl:ance, on the Frontiers next the 
" Dommiofl'l of the Emprc:fs. who is entirely at 
" their Mercy; or on the Coaft of the Medtterranean, 
" where they have no Defcent to fear from a Fleet 
" that has no Land-Forces on board; or on the Bor
" ders of Spain, wllh whom they are at Peace, and 
'" but too well allied, only to leave her Coaft m the 
,., Channel expofed to our Fleets, who are profc:ffed
u Iy watching for ~n OpportLlOlty of infultlRg them. 
~, Why might notJ:he 67,000 Milieia, who appear 
U to have nothing elfe to do, be employed in guard
" ing the Coafi:? And we muil: take care not to 

D " form 



r 50 J 
" form a Notion of their Militia from our own. 
" Many Regiments of them have ~en Service in the 
H Field; mott of them have been jn Garrifon. Two 
~, Regiments of the Militia were employed in the 
" Siege of Ofleml. Now why might not 30,000 of 
" them be plac;:e<i in Ute Frontier Garrifons, where 
" no EneQ1Y was apprehended, and an equal N um
" ber ot Re.g\.ilars be drawn down to the Coafts? 
" Thele along with the reft would form a Body of 
" 40,000 regular' Troops, and 37,000 MilItia to 
" guar~ the Coact agamft our Ten Battalions. This 
H M~af\.ue, which Wte fuppofe them to have taken, 
" was pr\lde{lt, obviou~, alJ<i prachcable. The Pre
~, paratio,tls we wae making in England, po~nted out 
H to them tbe Fxpedie{l(:y of it, and the Delays that 
" atrcpped our rrepar 4tions allowed them Time co 
" exeell te It. 

" E-iele the ProfeClltor has thought fit to reft hi» 
H whole Charge and clofe his Accufation. 

H And ill order to fhew the Weakne,fs of it, the 
" enurt will confider the InfiruCl:ions, under which 
.' I took the Command, and the Circumfl:anc(>~ un
" der whICh I was obliged to form my J uc1gment. 

" Th~ InftruCtions have been read, and it is the 
" fecond Article alone, by which the Charg-;: againft: 
" tbe is to he fupporied. But befides this Article, 
" the fifth Article of the Inftrucbons is equally ma
" t("rial, ~nd defervtng the Attention of the Court. 

" The Words OJ th~ fecond Article are exceed
~, ingly plain, and {hew, that! did not fet out un
,~ der peremptory, pofiuve Orders, but that every 
" Attempt was left contingent to be determm~d ac
~, cording to the PractIcabIlity to be judged of upon 
u tbe Spot. I fay, to be judged of upon the Spot, 
" becau[e it is very matenal to remark, That it 
~, was not judged ot, pr determined upon here at 
" Home. 

H The CO\Jrt will alfo obferve, who was the Per
.. ,fQn to judge t certainly the Commander in Ch1ef . 
• ,. But as in a Cafe of fo much Importance, his Ma

" jeftj 
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" jefty thought It' proper [0 affill: that Commander 
" wIth a Council to be compoled, as in the fifth Ar
.: tirlt"~ J may confidently aifert, that the Judge
" Advocate will noe contend, that I could dlfobey 
" his Majefty's InfiruCtinns by, ,taking the Affiftance 
" of a Council fo appointed. " 

" It could not be Difobedience to dOllbt. 
" It could not be Dlfobedlence to defire Affift . .mce 

" to clear up that Doubt. 
" If it was pomble for the Court to hcfitate upon 

" the proper Senfe of thefe Inftrut!ions, Mr. Se
" cretary Prtt's Letter of the 13th of J1ugufl makes 
" it clear to a Demonftration ; in which he fays, 
, He is commanded to fignify his Majeity's PJeafure, 
, That you fhould, in Conformity to the L<ttitude 
, given by his Majeftrs InftruCl:ions, judge of the 
, PraB:icabtltty of the Service upon the Spot, ac
• cording as the contingent Events and p,utlcular 
, Ctrcumlbnce~ may reqlllre.' 

" If this could require further Explanation, what 
" anfes upon the third Article of Inftrutbons re
" lative to Port l'Ortent WOU!1 eftablifh It . 

... Tile Dirt'"ction to attack Port [,Orient is expreffecl 
" in the fJme Manner as the fpcond Article" with 
" regard to Rochefort, that IS," • If It !bOllIa be 
, judged praEbcabie.' 

" Yet it wilt J[1pear, tha.t one of the Gencr~Js men
u tionmg the State of PErt tOrzent to Mr. PhI, Mr • 
.. Pitt fald, That though Port I'Orzent Was named 
.,. amongft other Places to be attacked, the lnrtl'uc
" tlons were not meant to confine me, but that I was 
~, left to my DifcretlOn to attempt it, or not, as I 
" thought proper. 

" Under thefe InftruB:ions, and with this Latitude, 
" I took the Command of thL Land·Forces, and be
" fore I pro<h,ce to the COUrt char Judgment, which 
" was formed upon the PracticabIlity upon the Spot, 
" I muft defire your Attentton, whili~ 1 {tate the elr
" cu!'llftanees under 'which it was necdrMY for me to 
" determine. 

P 2 ~, The 
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" The onlV' Place for landing the Forces, which 

" had ever been mentioned, or come under Con
" fiderlcion 10 England, was a Spot near Fort Fouras; 
" that was the Place mentioned by the French Pdot. 
" HIs was the only Information of any Place to land 
" at, at all: With the View of l.mdmg there, we fet 
" out; but when we came there, we fuund a Fort: 
" ereCted upon the vel Y Spot, Jf which he appeared 
" to h .. ve no Knowlc;dge. 

" Upon the 23d the HIe of Azx was taken, and 
" that fame Evenmg Sir Edward Hawke declared his 
" Intentions to bombard Rochc/le, and lay up a Ship 
" to batter the Fort of Fouras, and he fent for the 
" PIlot of the- A1agnamme to inform 11lmfelf coo
" cerning the befr M<ilHlerof doing I~; and the Con
" vcrfatlOn of this Evt"mng wa<; upon tal.,Ing the Furt, 
" ancl upon the Method of landing the Troops. 

" Early in the Morning of the 24th the Pilot of 
" the j\llagnamme came on board the Ramilzes, and 
" was examiner! JO the Prtfence of Sir Ec!.1vard Hawke 
c< and Admiral Knowles; he then fald, He would 
" undertake to bnng up the Bflrjlellr, 01 tile Ma/!;'1o
•• mme, within a ~arter of a Mde of Fort Fouras, 
.. SIr Edward Hawke approved of the Propofal, and 
" fald, 'That will do.' 

" 1 he [,line MornIng Major General Conway c.ame 
" on board the Ratmlus, when we confiJered of a 
" Plan he had concerted for the lanciing of the 
" Troops near }ol!ras, whIlft the Ships were em
" played to filenre the Call non of the Fort, and 
" Feints were to be made 10 another Part to amufe 
" the Enemy. 

" Major General Conway 'wroce the Particulars of 
" the Plan, and gave It to SIr Edward Hawke, who 
~, did not approve of it. 1 he Reafon., he gave for not 
" attempting to attack Fouras by Sea Vvere peculiar 
.: to his own Profeffion, and I am no Judge of them. 
" This I know, that ~ad the Fort been attacked by 
" Ships, I lhould certainly have attempted to have 
c, land~d the Troops neal that Fort. 

" The 
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" The fame Day about three or four o'Clock in 

U the Afternoon Admiral Brodrick, with three Cap
" tains of the Navy, who were fent out to found 
" the Shore from Rochelle to Fort l'om'as, came on 
" board the Ramtlzes, and made their Report; the 
" Subftance of which was, That there were only 
" two landmg Places, one on each Side of Chate
" Imlfon; that there was a hard fandy Beach, and 
" that behind the Beach there were Sand-Hills about 
" fifty Yards from the Top of high \Vater; that 
,~ the Tranfports could not come nearer to either of 
" the aforefald Bays, in order to land the Troops, 
" than a Mile and a half; and that there was but 
" three Fathom Depth at .hlgh Water, near two 
" MIles from the Shore. From tillS Hepon It ap
" peared, That the Fleet could not approJch rhe 
" ~hore near enough to cover our landing, and 
" Troops and Artillery might eafily bl:' concealed 
,,, behind the Sand-Hills to appofe us; and we bad 
" the more Reaton to expeCt an Oppofition, as the 
" Rear AdmIral had feen Troop~ m.uc\ung un the 
" Shore: Add to thi~, that the Gamfol1 of Rochcl!1J 
" was wlthm two Leagues, and mIght dctJch a con
" fiderable Body of Men to attack us; Jt the fame 
" TIme, the ShIps were at too gre.~t :1 Difhnce to 
,£ fecure our Rt"treat, or preferve a COl1imUnIc.ttH)n 
" with us. 'Ihzerrt, the PI10t of the 1'v1ag1talllwe, 
" alfo affirmed, that he had been fix or fevr::n \V eeks 
" on board In that Road, In all which TIme It was 
" iropoffible from the Swell of the Sea to fend a 
" Boat on ,shore: This great Swell is owing to we
" fterly Wmd., fetting into the Bay from the OCeJfl; 
" whIch Winds were now daily expected, it beIng 
,(; near the TIme of the Equinox. 

" And whatgreatAttentiunoughtto be paid tothe Se
" cumyof' our Retreat, and theprefervlngaCommuni
" cation Wiih theShips,will appear from a Paller given 
" me by Sir JohnLigonier,now LordVifcountLgonier, 
" Commandtr in Chid of his Majefiy's La"dl orC'f's~ 
" whof;: long Experience and great AblJi[lt'S in t1\f ·\rt 
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" of War, will furely vinchcate anyOfficer~who is guid
U ed by fo g,)od an Allthority: Thill Paper,containing 
H his Obf~rVJtionson the intended Expedition, was, as 

," I ftrnembe-r, read before the Council, and, when I 
U defircd a pditlve Order, he gave ml.: that Paper. 

" The P3ragraphs are a~ follow." 
, If an Attempt is to be made on Ro6efort, i.t 

C will be the P <lrt of the Admiral to know the 
, Coafh, to bring the Troops to the neareft Place, 
c to cov~r the Landing by the Difpofitlon of his 
"Ships, and to deft roy any Barbette Batteries, 
C which the Enemy may have on the Shore, fhll 
, remembering, that If the Tro'Jps are landed at 
t too great a V,frarKe from the Place, the D('fi~n 
, WIll become dangerous, and probably impracti
, cable. 

, A fafe and well fcC~lrtd Communication be· 
e tween the Camp and the ~ca, fronl whence you 

are to receive y"ur Supplies of JlI K\[]d~) 15 abro
, Illtely ne(dfary .-. the whole depends upon If; 
, But this bOllg done, I fhuuld nut be much Ir. 

e Pam for the Safety of the 11 oops; an inferior 
& Number dares not approach you, and one fupe
e rior wIll not be eafily affembled WHhout your 
C knOWing It, and at all Events YOli have fecured a 
, Retreat to the Ships.' 

" Tho' the Succers of this Enterprize Jefende.:l 
" entirely upon the Suddennefs of its Execution, yet 
,e it was apparent from many Circumftances, that we 
<Ie could not hope to find the Enemy unprepared. I 
" had already received Intelligence from theAdmiral, 
u that Captain Cleveland, on the 17th of Augu/i, had 
" fpoke with a Du!ch Convoy from Rochelle, and th~t 
" the FirO: LieLlteilant of a Man of War came on 
C~ board him, and [old him, that the French expe.:led 
., the EngliJh at Rochelle. 

" Captam Proby alio had reported to the Admiral, 
" that he had, on the lIth at September, fpoke with 

" the 
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" the Md.ilef' of a Dlltch Ship from P.1IneJ to Dtl t, 
" who told hitn~ that the French expecred to be at
&, tacked at RQcielle, or St. MarJtn's~ by tbe Englyb, 
" and that an Embargo was laid on all ShIpping In 

" France. 
" After the Tranfports had been taken up, and tht:! 

" Troops affembled near two Monthsy we failed the 
" 8th of September f and the Alarm was giventOn the 
" 20th, in the Neighbourhood of Roche/D"', by the 
U Arrival of our long expecrtd Fleet; froro the-20th 
" it muft have been at leaf!:: eight Days before we 
" could have come to Rcche/ort, and as there was 111-
" telligence from two Perfons, thar the DItch round 
" the Town was capable of being filled with Water, 
" an Efcalade could not be att~mpt('d with any Hopes 
" of Succefs; nor cmlld it btfnppofed, but that, af
" ter fo long Notice of an Enemy's Appt!Olttl;J~ the 
" Town would be puc 10 a good CondItion of De
" fence. 

" There was a Marthal of France tither at Rochell~ 
" or Rochefort, and by the ACCQunts of the Pn
" foners, there was an Army afl'embled; one faid he 
H had feen feventeen 13attahons in the lfle of Rbi, 
" and eleven at Rocbelle. There are alway! Marines 
" there, the Place is very poplllou~, lind the Men tired 
" to Arms; the Dock-men are very numerous, al'd 
" the Crews of the five ShIps then jn [he River, a
"mounted, if compleat, to near three Thoufand 
" Men. 

" As for the Opening mentioned by Colonel Clerk i' and the PlIott it is plain from its Situatiofi on the 
, Banks of the RIver, that It was defended by the 

" FIre from the Ships, and the Enemy In two at three 
" Days Time might eafily have raifed an Enrreoch
.. mellt in that low marf}1Y Soil, that would be a fuffi-
" Clent Ddence againf!:: a C&Up de Main. , 

" Admiral Brodrick faid, that it was impoffible to 
" land the 24th. 

I 



l 56 ] 
." I now found myfelf in the Situation I had men':' 

" tioned to Mr. Pitt in my Letter of the J Ith of Au
" guft. having aaually been feveral Days off the Coaft 
" without being able to get ineo the Road, and the 
" Alarm was already given. I had acquainted Mr. 
" Pttt, that I looked upon this as a delicai:e Situation, 
" finee the Succefs of the Enterprize depended on the 
" Suddennefs of its Execution, and had defired par
" ticular Direttions how to aCt. In his Anfwer, Au. 
" gujt j 3, he fays, he has laid my Letter before his 
" Majefty, and that he is commanded by the Kmg to 
" lignify to me his Majefty's PJeafure, that I do, in 
4;' Conformity to the Latitude given by his Majeity's 
" InftruCtions, ludge of the Prac1:icability of the Ser
" vice upon the Spot, according as the contingent E. 
" vents and particular Circumftances may require, 
" the King judging it highly prejudicial to the Good 
" of his Service to gIve particular Orders and Direc
" tions wIth regard to pomble contingent Cafes, that 
" mayanfe. 

" From this Anfwer I thought it evident, that I 
" was impowered to act, as Events andCueL'mftances 
,~ required; and it appearing by the CirClJOlfrances 
H abovementioned, that we had been already [een for 
" many Days on the Coaft, fo that the Coall: was 
" thoroughly alarmed; that by the fmall ~antlty 
" of Artillery, we could not attack the Place in Form, 
" and by the Clrcumftances relating to it, there were 
" no Hopes of fucceeding by an Elcala le; and al[o 
" that there was no SeCurity at all of a Retreat for 
" the Troops, or of any Communication wIth the. 
" Ships; not chufing to depend upon my own J udg. 
" ment in fo dlfficlllt and important an Aftim, I 
" thought it my Duty, agreeable to his Majefty's In
" ftrucbons, to defire a Councd of War, to take into 
" Conllde1'3non the further Steps proper to be taken in 
" Execution of hIS Majefty's {eeret InfiruCtions. 
" The Council was defired by me, SIr Edward Hawke 
." fllmmoned it, aml prefided at It; and I feel [rue 
Cf Concent of Mind, that at that Cuuncil I concurr-

H ed 
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u ed in an unanimous Opinion with (even Land and 
" Sea Officers, whofe Characters, whofe Rank, Ex
U perience, and whofe unftained Honour are fo wdl 
" known to the World. 

" Thefe were the Clrcumftances, under which I 
" called the Council of War. I did not in caUing 
" it dtfobey my Inftruerions. 

" The Judgment was unanimous, and upon this 
" Judgment I muft reft my Defence, and infiil:, that 
" it cannot be impeached, and, Whllft it remams,.I 
" cannot be found difobedlent of Orders, which 
" named the Judges, and referred the Attempt to my 
" Determination wah fuch Affifbnce . 

.. Thus the Attempt 1I1'on Rochifort was deter
" mined upon the 25th of September, and the Judge 
" Advocate has produced nothing (ubleYllcnt to that 
cc Day, but what the French hngineer f.ud to CoLmel 
" Cferk upon the 26th, and the Obfervatlons of Cofo
" nel 'f7olfe on the 29th. 

" I ibould not apprehend much was neceffary to 
" fatisfy the Court, that thiS Story. which Lolond 
" Clerk hlmfdf made fo lIght of as not to mention 
({ to me till the 27th at 9 10 the Morning, although 
co it had been told him on the 26th in the Afternoon, 
" fcarce deferves an Anfwer. 

" That Scory fmely was not fufficient to induce me 
" either to require a Review of, or Jer can crary to, 
" the unanimous 0pinion of the CounCIl ()f War. 

" I thought the Account not defervmg fo much 
" Attention; it was my honeft OpinIOn, and It r 
" have erred, I have thIS Satisfacbon, That 1 know, 
~ I have not dlfobeyed. 

" But this appears from the Evidence of Colonel 
" Cleric, that I was fenoul1y attentlve to the Execution 
'" of my Orders, and accordll1gly employed him on 
" the ~ 4-th, to r«onnoitre and t;aln J l;celligence. 

" Colonel Clerk fays, thac there was noching in the 
c, Ditch to let in, or keep m the vVater; whereas it ' 
~, appeared by Mr. Bonne'UzlI,;':, and the Pilot of the 
" Neptune's Information, toat chelf were Sluices i(lr 

" that 
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II th.tt Purpofe. 'The fcaling Ladders were in all 80; 

" 10 of which were of ~ 5 ,Feet, and the reft of 30. 
" Colonel Wolfe has mentioned a PropoIition of an 

" Attack, that I and General Ctm~y made to Sir Ed
" ward Hawke upon the 24-th; the Part which be
U longed to my Province in that Plan I embraced 
H cheerfulJy, and was ready to execute with Difparch; 
"' but my Part of it was but fecondary; the Grounds 
c, upon which the primary Part failed of Execution, 
" did not rdate to my Share in the Operation, there
cc fore I do nor prefume to make any Obfervations 
" uFon it. 

" The Cr uncil of War of the 28th came to aRe
" folution to land wah all pollible Difpatch, to at
" tJ.ck the Fort'> leadlOg to, and upon the Mouth ot~ 
" the River Cbarallte; and it being judged maft ex
" pediem, chat the Defcent fhOllld be made in the 
" NIght, the neceffary Orders were immediately given, 
" and about One o'Clock the Grenadiers, and great 
" Pan of the Troops, who were to have landed with 
" me in the firfr EmbarkatIOn, were on board the 
~, Boats, when a {hong Wind blowing from the 
" ShorC', the Officers of the Navy appointed to con
U ducr the LandlOg, reprefented, that it was with 
" Difficulty the Long Boats, which were to be towed 
u on Shore, cOLlld make way, and confcquently the 
" Troops would be a long Time expafec1 to the Fire 
" of the Enemy; That the Tranfport-Boats, which 
&c were rowed by Soldiers, would be ftdl nower, and 
~, more expofed j that it would be Day, before the firft 
" Embarkation could get on Shore, an'd that it would 
" be fix Hours more before the Troops firft landed 
~, could be fupported by a fecond Embarkation: The 
" Generals judgmg the landmg under thefe Circum
,~ fl:ances not to be expedient, agreed not to attempt 
co it that Night. 

" The next Morning Sir Edward Hawke acquaint
" General Conway and me, that if the General Offi
" efrs had no farther mihtary Operations to propofe, 
" fonfiderable enough to authorize his detaining the 

" Squa-
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" the Squadron under his Command longer there, he 
" intended t8 proceed with it for Entiand, witholltLofs 
,~ of Time; I madeAnfwer,that I would fummon the 
" General Officers to confIder of it, and I defire(l him 
H co lignify hi!> Intentions in W ritmg, which he did 
" in a Letter to me the fame Day; I recolleCted thar: 
" it would be proper to fummon a Council of War, 
" and applied to Sir Edward for one accordingly, 
~, who declined it, and faid, that Seamen were no 
" Judges of Land Operations, which were to be per
" formed by the Troop') on Shore. In Confeguence 
" of [his Converfation, I fLlmmoned all the Land ' 
" Officers, who had been of the Council ofvVJr, and 
" laid Sir Edward Hawke's Letter b.:fore them. 

" We cO'1fidered the Uncertalllty of landing, if 
" the ,:Vind lhould blow as it had done the Night be
~, fore, and the Account we had that Day received 
" from the Captain of the Vlprr Sloop, who had in
" formed Colonel Howard, that he had feen a conli
" derable Body of Troops near the Landing,Place, 
" whofe N umbers he dId not exaCtly know, but he 
" had obferved five Pair of CGlours; that he faw 
u them in Camp; that the next Morning the View of 
,. the Camp was interrupted, fo that he could nor fee 
" them again, which he atrrIbllted to the Enemy 
" having thrown up fame Ground on the Beach, and 
H that he faw the Sand Hdls on the Beach confider
" ably higher than they were on Sunday, when he 
" came there. Colonel Howard, in hiS Return from 
H reconnOItrIng, reported this to mc. 

U Ie farther appeared to us, that the Attempt tlP
" on thofe Fons at this Time, (ould not jufhty the 
" ill Confequences of detaining the Fleet in that Bay, 
" at a Time when, from what we had learnt from 
" the Converf.ttioo of the Sta Officers, two great 
" Frt1lcb}< leer, were expected home; that at this Sea. 
" (on of the Year, fo near the EqUlDOX, fuch wefter. 
cc Jy Winds Were to be apprehended, a~ mIght detain 
" the Fleet thl!re many Weeks; that the Fuundation, 
" upon which the ltefolution of the CounCIl of War 

" upon 
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" upon the 28th was taken, was, that it might be 
" done during the ner..elIary Detention of the Fleet in 
U the Demohtlon of the Fort of Aix, and thereupon 
" was. directed to be done with an pamble Difpatch : 
~~ That the Demolition of the Works of the Ine of 
" At~ was compleated that very Day, and that the 
" Wind was then fair for the Fleet to return; add co 
" thiS, that theTime limited by his Majefry's Inftruc
c;, tions was now expired. and that the TIme was not 
u prolonged by Mr. Pitt's Letter, which allowed us 
~, only [0 compleat fuch Operations, as we had alrea
U dy begun. 

" Upon all thefe ConfiderJtilJns, not thinking it a 
U Meafure either advifeable or juibfiabl~ In LlS to take 
u upon ourfelves (he Confequences of detJining the 
.. Fleet any longf'r in thole Parts, we came unani-
4, moufly into the Adnmal's Propofal of returmng to 

" England. 
" 1'l1iS Meeting of all the Officers, who were pro· 

" perly unde.r my Command, th I' I do not caU it a 
" CounCil of v,; Jr, 1 look upon equal to oot. 

H Sir Edward Hawke, the Commander of the Sea 
" Officers, declined call1llg them; I Was not certaIn, 
" th:lt I hId Power to do It. ~,r Edward lIa'Wke's 
"' Rea(on for declining to call the CouncIl was, thac 
." the S~a Officers could form no Judgment. Their 
c, Pr~f( nee therefore, aC a Council of War, could on
.. , ly be Matter of Form; the Land Officers could 
" only determlf:e, and, tho' fummoncd by me, dli 
., determme. 

" I have now opmed to the Court the Defence, 
\, which I propo(e to make out in EVHlence ; and I 
n cannot conclude without obfetvmg to thls Court 
" the Singularity of my Cafe. 

" I ftand before you a Commander in Chief, fent 
" out upon an uncertain contingent Arrempr, with a 
.. Power 10 my InftruCl:ions to judge upon the Cir
~. cumftances, as they ihall appear. 

,. His Majtfty, befides the Latitude given me, af. 
" figned me a Council of able and experienced Offi.

" cers ; 
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CC eers; I aCl:ed by their Advice; and though I am 
" charged with DIfobedience of Orders, in every Ar
" tIde Qf that fuppofed DIfobedience, I have the 
" Sanction of the ijnanimous Judgment of thofe 
" whom the King appOlnted to alift mme. 

" I beg Pardon for having taken up fOInuchTime. 
" I have endeavoured to avoid Prolixity, but If I 
" have erred in this refpett, I hope the Situation I 
" frand in will be my Apology: The Patience and 
" Attention with which this Court has heard this 
" Trial, and the known Honodf and Integrity of e
" very Member nf it, leave me no Room to doubt. 
" that they will remember throughout, that I am ac
" cu.fed of dlfobeying OrQers, and that thty will 
" make a juft ConduCton from the Premifes that 
" have been laid before them." 

The Rt. Hon. Major Gener.:)1 HENRY SFYMOUR. 

CONWAY being fworn as a Witnefs, at Sir John 
Mordaunt's Defire, and queftioned, Whether he re
colleCts any Converfation between Mr. Secretary Pitt 
and him, about Port L'Orient and the InftruCl:ions ? 

A. He does recollect a Converfation with Mr. Pitt .. 
whiLh he believes was had on the 6th of Augufl, the 
fame Day Sir John .'Wor-daunt fet out for the Hle of 
WIght: Having heard that [he Government had re
ceIved fome Intelligence relative to Port L'{)rjent, 
which 1hewed that Place not co be in fuch a Con
dItion, as to admit of an Attack by the Force 
fent upon this Expedition, he, Major General Conway, 
h:ld had {orne Dlfcourfe with Lord AnJon on the Sub. 
jetl:, and told his Lordfhip, he thought it was Pity. if 
Port ['Orient was in the State defcribed, thatlt /bould 
remain, 11.& 'he underftood it dId, an Article in Sir John 
Mordaunt's InftruCl:ions to attack it: His Lordfhip 
faid, to the heft of hiB Recollechon, chat he did not 
think Port L'Orient was ferioufly thought of at that 
Time, but, in regard to Sir John Mordaunt's Inftruc
tions, referred him to Mr. Pitt. The Deponent 
thc:reupon took the Liberty of mentioning to Mr.PltI, 
what he had heatd of the State of Port L'Onellt, 

who 



[ 62 1 
who feemed to agr!e to it. He then obfer9'ed, in 
lIke Manner as he bad before dl)n~ [0 Lord Anfon, 
that it appeared to him rather hard upon Sir John 
},Ffordaunt, that the Order for attacking Port L'Ori
tnt fhould remain in his Inftru6l:ions, If it was not 
ft::rioufly thought of: Mr. Pitt's Anfwer, to the heft 
of his RecolleCtion, wast that, Port' VOrie1lt was 
,named amongft other Things, but that he did not ap
prehend, it was meant to confine Sir John; that he 
had a Latitude to act in regard to that, as he fhouJd 
judge proper. "Ii' 

~ Whether at the Cabinet-Council Mention was 
made of laying a Ship to Fouras ? 

A. Is pretry pofirive, it was; 'Thierry the French 
Pilot was examined in regard to it. 
~ Did he take Notice, whether Fott d' Aiguilll!, 

(which is fitar to Fouras) feemed [0 be a neW Build
ing or not? 

./I. The Work of it did appear very frefh to him. 
!t Did Thierry the Pilot ever make Mention of 

that Fort in his Examination before the Council? 
.d. He can't recollect: he did. 
22.. Was tha.t Fort near the Place, where'1hierry 

men,ioned in the Council he thought rhele was a Pro· 
fibility of landiDg? 

.4 It was near the only Place he ever heard him 
meAtion, as a Landing-Place; It was near the Point of 
Land called the ~oint of Fouras. 
~ Does he remember coming to Sir John Mqr

JauN on board the RQm~lies, and what Converfation 
paffed ? 

A, He can't very particularly remember the Co~ 
verfation that pafi'ed then; he had taken fome View 
of that Coaft himfelf, having been up at the lOe of 
At:;, and mentioned to Sir 10hn Mordaunt his Ideas, 
bow a Landing and Attack upon Fort Fo1tras and Fort 
"Aiguzlle fhould be made; he wrote down a Plan 
for that Purpofe, which he afterwards fhewed, or read, 
to Sir Edward Hawke and SirjJohn Morda""t. 
!t Was not the Propofal, that if Sir Edwari 

4- HaVJ~1 
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Ha't»1t would fend a Ship to attack Fouras, they 
would endeavo~r to land the Troops ar the fame 
Time? 

A. It was to that E.ffect: That was Part of it, 
that they fi:lttuld land the Forces as near four-as as 
poffible, and alfaulc Fort J'diguille! there were other 
Particuil\r1!, that a DiverGon tnould be made at tile 
faole Time on the Side of Rocbellt and the me of Rhi. 

i(. Did not Sir Edward Hawke decline that Pro
poral? 

A. He made feveral Objettions1:o it. 
~ Does not he recolleet, tbar the attacking Fort 

FQuras was mentioned more than once ? 
A. Several Times. 
~ Did Sir John MorJaultt feveral Times defirct 

from Lord LigDnier pojitive Orders before his leavil,g 
L()1'1don? 

A. He is very fure he did hear Sir 10hn fay, he 
wifhed, or hop6d, upon fo important a Cafe as thl.!, 
that he might have a pofitive Order. 
!t Does he recoIled Lord Ligonier's An[wer? 
A. Thinks he faid, that pofitive Orders were ne

ver given in Cafes of this Kind, or to that Effect:. 
~ Does he remember a Paper of Obfervations of 

Lord Ligonier's upon this Occafion ? 
A. Yes. 
~ Does he remember that Paper to have been rel1~ 

at the Council, when they were all prefent ? 
A. To the heft of hiS Recollection, Lord LtgOffief' 

did produce that Paper at Lord HoLderneJ!e's, whee .. 
the Cabinet~(ouncil was held, and read it. 
~ What Day they fi.rft made Slght of Land? 
A. On th¢ 20th they made the We of Olerm ahoot: 

OnC'. 
5eiftg defired to give an Account of what paffed on 

board tbe RctfJtlies the 28th, the Night on whlch they 
intended to land; 

He [aid, that Orders W,.ue given for landing that 
Night; he remembers, that bemg on board the Ra
mifies wich Sir Jilin Mwdtmm, waiting fer the Time 

to 
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to go to the Rendezvous, Captain How came on 
boan], and faid that he was forry to teU them, there 
was a very thong Wind (prung up from the Shore, 
which would probably obfttu8: dleir Landing; Sir 
John Mordaunt,notwithftanding, refolve~ to go to the 
Rendezvous, which was on board the America: The 
Deponent accompanied him thither. As roo,n as they 
came on board, Adm. Brodrick, to the beft of his Re· 
membrance,was lhePerfon who tpoke; he can't be po
fitive, whether the Admiral gave any Opinion of his 
own In regard to it, but he mentioned, that, the high 
Wind which was fprung up from theShore,wDuld make 
the Landmg very tedious. Several of the Sea Captains 
reprefented,that the Wind was fo ftrong, that the Boats 
which were towed up full of 'Men, could fcarce make 
head agamfr; that It would be Day-lj~ht befOre the 
lirlt Embarkation of the Men could get on Shore; 
and that a fecond E.mbarkation would not be able to 
arrive there under fix Hours more. He remembers, 
one of the Captains particularly {hewed him one of 
the Long-boats, that was then towing up empty, 
which moved very nowly,and,as they f.ud, CQuid hard. 
ly proceed. 
~ Was it nat his, Sir John Mordaunt's Intention, 

and were not his Orders gIven OUt accordlOgly, that 
the Landmg fuould take Place jull at the Break of 
Day? 

A. No: He apprehended it was meant for a Night 
Landing, and the whole to be compleated before 
Break ot Day, If pomble; and the Reafon he appre
nended to be, that the Ships of War could not lye up. 
to affiB: the LandlOg, and that the Landing .place wu 
fa near the Town of Rochelle, that betides the, Troops 
of the Country, the Garrifon from that Place might 
have been ready to oppofe the Landing of the Troops, 
if the Difpofitions had been made for landing in the 
Day. 
~ At waat Hour the Men were to be in the 

Boats? 
.d. He thinks about Eleven ()'Clock. 

~ On 
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!2t On the ~4tht what was done aftu the Receipt 

of Admiral Brodrick's Repor[ ? 
A. It was propofed to,go to the IGe of Aix, where 

they had a View of the eoaft near Foura!, and where 
moft of the French Prifoners were, in order co exa
mine them. 
~ How did the Men of War and Tranfports lye 

at" that Time? 
A. The Divifion under Admiral Knowles, which 

went up to attack Aix, laid up near the IOe of Aix; 
Sir Edward Hawke's Divifion. and his Ship. the ~
milics, laid a, the niftancc of fome Leagues; three 
or four. 
~ Whether after being at the IOe of Aix, on the 

24th in the .hvening, they went on board the Neptune 
on purpafe (Q examIne fllQre Pnfoners? 

A. They dId. 
~ How late it was before they parted? 
A. Thmks pretty late, cannot remember the Hour; 

It being on the Stroke of Three, ADJOURN~ 
ED till To-morrow Morning Ten o'Clock. 

Friday. 16th of December, 1757. 

THE COURT being met purCuant to Adjourn ... 
ment, Mlljor General Conway was farther examined; 
~ Whether he does not think that all proper Me

thods were taken for getting early Intelligence, as foon 
as the Ine of Aix was taken? 

A. He believes they were; the Deponent himfelf 
was fent upon Command to the JOe of Atx, fo that 
he was not at that Time with the Commanders in 
Chief, Sir Edward Hawke and Sir John Mordaunt: 
The Deponent examined many Prifoners himfelf 
there, and reported to SIC John M()rdaunt, when he 
waited upon him, what fecmed moft material in their 
Examination. 
it If he remembers what any French Prifoners 

might fay, in regard to there bemg a \\et Ditch at 
Rochefort ? I 

E ,A. He 
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A H4 r.e1D~mben one did fay poCltivel, rbe Ditch 

could be flowed all round. 
~ Whether he recolteds what any F~lIIlb Prifon

en told bifiIl In regard CQ. Troop!. in that Neighbour
hood ? 

A. They gave various Accounu of the Number of 
Troop~; moll: of the Officers and Soldiers faid ,thllro were 
a great many; as alfo that there was aMarlhal of France 
in the Place, meaning Rochef()rt, Marthal Seneflerre ; 
there was a Man who fflid he bad feen eleven Battali
ons at RQchfllc; the Prifoners in general made chem a 
g.f'€at many. 

it Did any of the Prifoners mention their having 
bun at Work at Rochefort .? 

A. There was oneMan in particular,who,on the 24th, 
cr 25th, in the Morning preVIOUS to the Council of 
War, {aId, they had been at Work there fome Time . 

.st Can he rc::coJleCt: at any Time, when he was re
connoitring at the Ine D' Ail(, whether he could diihn
guifh from the Uniform, that there were Swijs, or 
other Troops, at Fort Fouras? 

A. Either at V fj/e D' Aix, or on board Ship, he 
does recollet1 to have feen fome upon the Coaft neal' 
FDuras in red Cloaching, can't take upon him to fay 
1:bey were Swift; he faw parricularly an Officer, or 
.tW~ riding upon theCoaft ; iluagines, they c..lme from 
fome other Place or Command, out of Curiofity, 
down to the Shore. He faw a great many others in 
other Uniforms, particularly white and blue. The 
NUlUbers were dIfferent at; different Times; fame 
H.undr6ds cerramly; at laft, he law as many as from 
'SOIi>.to 1000. 
~ Was not tbe Intelligence of the Pilots of the 

Mogno.nitse and NeptulJl, and of Captain B01Ule'liflle, 
and of all the Wltnefks, wno were ~tCirward$ exa
mined .at the Council of War on the 15th (except that 
of Lieutenant Colonel Clerk) known to them before 
t!hcy m~ at the Council of War? 

4. He imagine~ tbey were moO: of them kaown; 
moft of dwm, he believes, were examined b, Sir Job» 

A{Qr-.. 
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MDr_1I1s on board the Neptu1le, the Evening be
fore. 
~ Were not fevera! of the Members of the Coun

cil of War prefent on board me Neptune at thaC 
Time? 

A. Yes, [evera} 'Were . 
.!t Whether they had Artillery proper to attack 

Rocheforl m Form ? 
.II. He apprehends not, by what he has h~3rd of 

the Artillery of the Place; he fpeaks of the Train of 
Artillery they had with them on the Expedition, not 
of the Ships. 
~ Whether ptopt'r ArtIllery to attack Rocht/urt in 

Form, was not mentioned and defired by the Generals 
at the Cabinet Council ? 

A. It was, as he remembers. 
!t Whether a Council of War was held on the 

25th ? 
A. Yes. 
~ (by the Court) How far it appeared to him from 

the Pilot's ~xammation at the Cabinet CouncIl, thac ! 

the Poffibility of attacking Fourtu by Sea could be de
pended on ? 

.. 1 He thinks the PilJt's An[wer wa!l doubtful; 
that he believed a ShIp could 1ye up within half a 
Mlle. 
~ What Objections Sir Edward Hawrc made to 

the Propofals for an Attack, mel'ltloned m the former 
Part of his Evidence? f 

A. He can't be quite poGtive, whether at th:ttTimc 
Sir Edward faid a Ship could not lye up to Fot/raJ ; 
fome Time after, it was laId afide, as an Impracli(able 
Thing: He object-ed partIcularly to the ShIps bt'll~g 
rent down to make a Feint towards Rorbct!e and the 
me of Rht, as imagimng that OperatIOn was 0,)1: 

praCticable. or not proper, he is not certain whILo. 
Sir Ed'WtJrJ talked of bombarding Rochelle, ac; he r::· 
members,butthatwas not the Sort ofDlverfion t:h~De
iOnent propokd. The Report of the Rear A,!mlra~ ~Ih~ 

E 2 (..;1,-
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~taiM. which faid there was no landing near Fotn'af~ 
wa'i not received at that Time. 
~ As he has only mentio'led the Situation of Vice 

Admiral Knowlf~'s and Sir Edward Hawke'! Divifions, 
on the 24th in the Evening, how cltd Rear Admiral 
Brodrzck's DlvIlion lay at th it Tlme ? 

.n. The De~onent was in Vice Admiral Knowles's 
Dlvi(jon, and cannot fay poStively, but imagines Rear 
Admiral Brodrz,k's laid 10 the Rear., ncar Sir Ed'ward 
Hawke's; perhaps a League dlftant . 

.£t Were the Exammatlons of the Prifoners reduced 
to Writing? 

A. Some of them were, but thofe M1I1utes he has 
not now with him. 

~~; 'Vhat Accounts were given by the Prifoners, of 
the Ditch at Roche/ort, in general? 

A. He dues not remember, whether any c1enied the 
PrJI/zealnl)' of the Ditch llcing made wet; they 
gave, 111 general, very cQ,JLlfed Accounts of the 
Place. 

!:t \Vhen it was that he faw the Troops menticned 
in IllS EVIdence, partlcubrly the greateft N ~Iml~er,. 
w11llh he rqll.ltes to have been betwee!l 800 and 
ICO" ? 

A. He faw Troops at all TImes, fome more, fome 
lefs, but that greatdl: Number was ften at Jaft. on rhe 
29th . 

.!t What Time he refers to, when he fpeaks, as 
l1avir g heard of tlle Artllkry of the Place (meal il.g 
Rochejort ? ) 

A. Bcfol e the Expedition left England; all the Ac· 
coums of the Place agree ill It ; they have gre.lt FUllll· 

denes of Cannon tbere, or In the Nel~!,hbomhoo(17 
wLich fUrlllfh Cannon to all the ShIps tbat are nUl d 
out thete; he imagll.es, they (ould mOl,nt ahnofi allY 
Nllmber of Cannon on the Ramparts and open Ern
bra7urc~, a~ they pleafed, as de Rampart W41S fobd 
round th~ P],l(e. The Deponent fay<, he heard Lieu~ 
ten:ml COlolltl Clerk fay, 'he ArtIllery there WolS very 
confidcr::blc. .. • 

!t. If 
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st If a Council of War was deemed neceff'ary, 

Could it have been convened on the 24th, after re
ceiving the Report of the Rear Admiral and Cap
tains ? 

A. He believes it wac; pomble, but it would have 
been very lace, becaufe the Gentlemen who were to 
compofe it, laid in the different Divilions of the 
Fleet, and might not have been found on board their 
Ships at that Time. 

THE FOLLOWING MINUTES of two feveral 
Councils of War, the one held on board the Neptune 
on the 25th of September, and the other on board the 
Ram:lm on the 28th of Stptember 1757, which were 
mentioned by Mr. Slcretary Pitt, to be deliver~d to 
him by Sir John Mordaun/, were now read at Sir 
John Mordaunt's Defire, (being ficft authenticated by 
Major-General Conway) viz. 

~ At a Council of War held on board his Ma
, Jefty's Ship Neptune, at Anchor off [he lOe 'of Aix, 
.' September 25, 1757' 

, Prefent, 

, S'r Ed d II k and Commander in Chief of 

I
Knight of the Bath, Admiral 

I war awe, his Majefty's ShIps em!Jloyed 
on the prefent Expedition. 

I 
Knight of the Batb, Lieute
nant General of hIs l\13Jeily's 

, Sir John Mordaunt, Forces. and G~neral and Com
mander in ChHJ of the Troops 
on the prefent 1::,xpedition. 

C Charles Knowles, Erq; Vice Admiral of the Red. 
, The Rc Bon. Major General Hemy Srymour Con

, way. 
: 'rhomas B~o4r1ck, Efq; Rear Admiral of the White. 
~ Hon. J.\.faJor General Edward CornwallIS. 

, Captain George Bridges Rod13t'). 
, Colonel George Howard. 

E ~ ~ The 
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C The PortHkations and Ii1and of Aix, bdonJting 

C to the French King, having furrendered ~o his Ma.
c ~y's Arms, the Council proceeded to take intp 
e Confideration the farther Steps proper to be taket), 
, In Execution of his MajeOfs feeret Inftrudions to 
e Sir Edward Hawke and Sir 'John MorJaul1t, Com
e manders in Chief of his M~j~fi:y's Forces on the 
e prefcnt ExpeditIon; and the fira: ObjeCt belOg to 
, determine, Whether a proper Plan" could be found 
C for landing the Troops, Sir Edward Hawke pro
" duced a Report by Rear Admiral Brodrick, and the 
C Captain ... Douglas, Denzs, and Buckk, whom he 
chad rent to found and reconnoitre the Coaft from 
, La Rochelle to the Point of Fouras, near the Em
C bouchure of the fuV'T Charm/e, which Report is 
, hereunto annexed. 

, The COllncil having taken the faid Report into 
~ Confideration, and examlOed the Pilots, it appears, 
4 that there are but two landing Places; and that the 
,. Troops could not be reimbarked from either of 
, them in bad ~"eather, the Swell of the Sea making 
, fo great a Surf on the Shore that no Boats could 
~ be able to approach jt to rake the Troops off; the 
, ableft PIlot hav1ng informed the Council, that he 
, h'ld been at Anchor feven Weeks in thIs Road, and 
.. not a Boat been able co pars or repars: And it Iike
f wife :.rpears to the CounCIl, that In c,)[e the Troops 
c fhould be overpowered by fupenor N umbers of the 
C Enemy, they could have no Protection from me 
~ Cannon of the Fleer, the fuoal \Vater preventtng 
• their coming within Gun-fhot. 

, The Probability of Succefs in the Attempt againft 
• Rochefort, in cafe the landing was effected, being 
, then t<!ken into- Confideration, Lieutenant Colona} 
• Clerk, Chief EQgineer, was called In, and being 
, af'kerl 1115 Opinion, declared, That when he faw 
~ the PLtce in the Year 1754-, he thO\lght no Place 
'c wa~ more capable of being taken by AfTatllt i what 
• A h"l JU(J11 may have been made in the Place fince, 
, he has not i~lfficlent Informat~on to judge; that he 

4 does 



[ 71 ] 

'C does nat imagine any regular Attack was intended 
, againft that or any other Place, the (mall Quan
e tity of Artillery we have not being rent upon that 
'PJan. Being liked. If the Ditch "w('re flowed with 
C Water, wiled-ret" he Rlould then think It prad:icable 
, to take the Place by Efcalade ; fald, he thought not; 
e but that when he faw the Dttch, it did not appear 
, to him capable of being flowed. 

'MoofieUT de Bon1frotlle, Volunteer, being aiked 
C what he k~w ot R(JIChejort, faid. that he was there 
, about nine Years ,?gO; that the Ramparts were of 
C Earth, and that there are Sluices there, by whic,b 
, they cah flow the Dltth, and that It was full of 
, Water aU round, when he was there. 

, The Pilot of the Neptune being called in, ~~ 
, That he had been very frequently at Roche/ort ; that 
" he commanded a {matll V drel there many Years; 
e that they have SJukes near the HofphaJ, by which 
c they can fill the Ditch with Water, that they flMft: 
, tbem fomt:times to cleanfe the DItch, and that h¢ 
, has feen Water in it quite round the Town. 

e The Inforrhations of fame French Prifoners were 
e then produced c-onfirming the fame, as alfo that 
, they had been working on tbe Fortifications there 
• for fame Tilne paft. 

-' The Intelligence reteit'ed froni feveral neutral 
C VetIels fpoke wicb on tbe Palfage was alfo produced, 
C declaring, That the French had been for fome Time 
C in ExpeCl:ation of a Defeent from the Engli/h in 
C thofe Parts; all which being taken into Conlidera
C tion, together with the lon~ Detention of the Troops 
C in the HIe of Wight, aDd our metting with con
e trary Winds, Fogs and Calms upon OUf Paff':tge, 
, the feverallnformations received of Troops aff'em
, bled in the Neighbourhood, and the great Impro
C bability of finding the Place unprovided, or of fur
e prlfing it, or confequently fucceeding in an Enter-
4 prize founded on the Plan of an A ffault or Efca-

" lade merely; and the U ncertaint1 of , fecure Re-
E 4 ~ treat 



[ 71 ] 

, treat for the Tr()()ps, if landed ; the Council are 
C unaoimoufiy of Opinion, th~t fuch an Attempt.is 
~ neither advife4blc:, nor practicable. 

, Edwl. Hawke, 
~ J. Mordaunt, 
, Char. Knowle.r, 
, H. Seymoflr Conway, 
, Tho'. Brodrick, 
4 Ed~. Cormvallis, 
~ G. B. Rodney, 
'G. Howard! 

. 'At a Council of War held on bcsard his Majer
, ty's Ship RamtllCS in Bafque Road, this 28th of Scp. 
, tem/;er 1757. 

, Prefent, 

l
Knight of the Bath, Admiral 

C • . and Commander In Chief of 
, SIr Edward llawke, his Majefty's Ships employed 
. on the prefent Expedition. 

l
Knight of the Bath, Lieute
nant General of his Majefty's 

, Sir John Mordaunt, Forces, and Commander in 
Chief of the Troops employed 
on the prefent Expedition. 

, Charles KnowleJ, Efq; Vice Admiral of the Red. 
C The Rt.Hon. Major General Henry Seymour Conway. 
~ CJ hlJmas Brodrick. Efq~ Rear Admiral of the White. 
~ Hon. Major General Ed'TJ.Jord CornwallIs. 
~ Captam George Bridges RodnCJ. 
C Colonel George Howard. 

, The COl:lncil of \,\1 ar being affembleu, at the De
~ fire of Sir Jobn j'viordoftnt, proceeded to take uo
, cler Confideration, \Vhether it is advifeable to land 
, the Troops to attack the Forts leading to, and up
~ on the Mouth of the River Cbarallte; and after 
~ ma.ture Deliberation are unanimQuny of Opinion, 

, : That 
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C That it is advifeable to land the Troops for that 
, Purpofe with all poffible Difpatch. . 

, If.dwd. Hawke, 
, J. Mordattnt, 
, Chrr. Knowles, 
C H. Seymour Conway, 
, '1ho'. Brodrick, 
, Edw'. Cornwallis, 
, Geo. Bridges Rodney, 
, G. Ho'U:ard.' 

A PAPER was then tendered by Sir John Mordallnl 
to the Court, as containing Obfervations of Sir John 
(now Lord) Ltgonier, mentioned by Major Gefteral 
Conway to have been read at a Meeting of the Ca
binet Council; and it being admitted by the Judge
Advocate, that the faid Obfervations, or Hints, were 
written by Sir John Ligonier ;-(but prior to his hav
ing any KnowJf'dge of the Dlfpofition of the French 
Troops afterwards produced at the Cabinet Council) 
--and that a Copy thereof had been given to Sir 
John Mordaunt at his own Defire; the faid Paper was 
read as follows: 

"THERE is a Chance in thebefl:collcertedMilitary 
" Enterprizes, whIch every Man of long Service 
" mllft have experienced; what Share then muft be 
" left to Fortune in an Expedition, where: neither the 
" Country, nor the Number of Troops, you are to 
" act againft, is known with any Preclfion. 

" The Capacity of the Generals may fupply this 
" Want of Intelligence, but to give them any po
" fitlve Plan or Rule of Action under fuch Clrcum
" ftances, I apprehend would be abfurd. 

" If I am rightly inforn~ed, the great Point his 
" Majefly haa; in View by this ExpeditIOn, and the 
" alarming the Coafts of France, is the Hopes of 
" making a powerful Diverfion in Favour of H.R.H. 
" the Duke, as well as the King of PruJfia, who de
H fu-cs and preffes much this very Meafure. 

~'l11 
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" jea of givtng a mortal Blow to the naval Power 
&, of F'41fC1 is in his Majefty's Thcughts, by attack
" jng aod ckftroyin,g, if poffible, the Dock, Ship
&C pin~ aad naV'al Stores at Rochefort. 

c.!. A Plan of that Place given by one of his Ma
N jefty'l Engineers, who was there in 175+- feerns 
&& t~ en.coor~e the Attempt; and .t muft be owned, 
"" ~ho}.t without fuch Authority it could hardly be be
" lieved, that a Place of that great Importance could 
"" be kft in fo defencelefs a Condition. 

U In all doubtful dangerous Military Attempts the 
" Advantages, that may a.ccrue from Succe[s, ought 
'" to be weighed agamft the Damage and MIS,for
k tunes, that may be the Confequences of a Repulfe, 
c, and that well c<lnfidered may in Prudence deter
'" mine the Chmce. 

U If an Attempt is to be made upon Roche/ort, it 
&, will be the Pan ot [he Admiral to know tne Coaftsy 
'" to bring the Troops to the nearea Place, to cover 
P their landing by the Dlfpofition of his Ships, and 
" to deftroy any Barbet Batteries, whicll the Enemy 
., may have upon the Shore, ftill rernembring, that 
Cc. jf the Troops are landed at too great a Dlilance 
., from the Place, the Deugn wilt become dangerous, 
~ and probably impradicJ.ble. 

H SUppoflOg the Troops landed, it muft be left 
f' to tIle ConGderation of the Generals, Whether 
u they ihould not march with the proper Precau[iong~ 
&1 direCl:ly to Roehr/ort, to prevent any Succours be
fl ing thrown into the Place, at tbe [,arne Time, that 
~ the Marines 1hould be employed in making a good 
44 Entren(:h~nt for the Security· of the Stores to be 
., landed from Time to Time, as well as of a Re-
I' treat 10 Caft: ot Neceffity. . 

" We are told. the Country in the Neighbourhood 
" is low aoQd madhy ; thar Circumfiance might be of 
" great Advantage ill this Undertaking, becaufe in 
I', tMe ~ak. Trwps (:anoot march by Overtures da,n 

" la 
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" WI c..pagne, b~ mull follow the D,kes, or Caw': 
" (eys, which may be ca61y defended by Coupures, or 
" Redoubts. 

" A faf~ aDd well fecured CommUllieation betweeQ 
" the Camp and the Sea, from whence you are to ft
" ceive yo~ Supplies of aU Kinds, is abfolutely DC
" ceifary; the whole depends upop it :-4-But this be
&( 109 done, I fuould not be much in Pain for the 
" Satetyof the Troops, an inferior Number dates 
" not approach you, and one fupcrior will not be 
" eafily aff"embled without YOI,Ir knowing it; and, at 
£, all Events, y.ou ha'le ~ured a Retreat to the Ships. 

" I would advife to procure Guides upon the Spot, 
" and paying them greatly when faithful; there are 
" Numbers of Proteftants in that Province, that wiilt 
" you well, and would be glad to go on Board with you. 

" As for a Coup de Main, it may. perhaps, fucceed 
n heft at your coming up, j.\S the Enemy may be in 
" great Hurry, Surprize. and Conftcrnation at fuch 
" an unexpeCted Vlfie, and not have had Time to 
" make his Difpofitions; but if tbat is not thought 
" proper, it may fucceed as well after the Place has 
H been thoroughly reconnoitred, and you have fixed 
" the Spots where you defign to direct your greateft 
" Efforts, and if the Enemy fee any Preparation s 
" for a regular Attack, they will lefs fufpeCl: a Coup 
" de Main. 

" Bergen·op-Zoom was taken by a Coup de Main, 
" af~er a long Siege. 

" St. Philip's w"s taking by fealing Ladders and 
,. a Coup de Main, though the Garrifon was 3000 
~, 1qong, after a Siege of 56 Days. 

" The Neceffity of dividing a fmall GarAfoD in 
!' a Place of ruch Circumference, asRochefort, may fa
U cihtace the $ucc,fs of ~ bold Attempt." 

The Hon. Lt. Col. JAMES MURRAY being fworn; 
"as aRte<!, what ae faw in the Ine of Rbi! 

.A. The Morning of the 23d, the Day of the At
tack OD the 1Jle of .di~, he WeDt on Board tbe Rami

lies, 
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Zies, and from' the 'poop of that Ship with CoJ. Haag
fon, and cor. wolff, took a View of the Ine of Rhi; 
they faw a Bo~y of Men with twO Colours, he thinks, 
equal to a Battalion of 600 or 700 Men, marching 
alpng Shore to Fort Sablanceau; they faw them 
lodge their Colouts juft by the Side of [he Fort, 
and immediately fall to work upon the Fort on 
the Outfide of it: They viewed thls with Tdefcopes. 
They faw likewife Veffels palling from the Ifle of 
Rhi to the Continent, or the Continent to the Hle 
of Rhi, is not certain which; the Veffels feemed to 
be about fixty or feventy Tons, as near as he could 
judge. 

It Did he view the Coaft towards Fouras, when 
the TranfportS laid at the Hle of Aix? 

A. Yes, he did with a Tdefcope. 
st What did he obfetve ? 
A. The Mormng of the 25th from his Tranfport, 

which laid off the Ine of Aix, he took a VIew of the 
Co aft of the Peninfula, upon which Fouras is fituated, 
tram the Point next to the Ine d' Ene!, whir h is the 
northernmoft Point of that Peninfula, as far South, 
as his Eye could reach; it appeared to him, th.-.t there 
was a very fair Bay for Landing very near that North 
Point; but that there was a Stone Battery .there, or 
:Redoubt, (does not know whiCh it was) which de
fended that Bay; he diftinguifhed feven or eight Em
brazures with Guns, hkewife Guns en Barbette, is not 
pofitive, as to the Number. Between this Battery, or 
Redoubt, and FOUrtH, there was an Encampment; th'! 
Deponent could ('ouO[ thIrty Tents; the full View of 
the Camp wa':l intercepted by a Wood; he faw about 
4 or !)OO Men at Work II pOll the [aid Battery, and 
in the Bay between that and FOUNts, whom he imagin
ed to belong to that Encampment. He aifo faw Men 
at Work upon Fouras; and upon a nfing Ground a
bove Fouyas~ he faw J I or 11. Guns naked (00 Para
pet.) The Shore to the Southward of Fouras was 
rocky, and did not fe~m to afford any proper Place 
for a Dcbarkl1tion: The Ddl:ance bttween the faid 

ftone 
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lone Redoubt, or Battery, <:lid not feem to exceed 3. 

Mile and a Half. Upon the Ine Madame he faw Peo-. 
pie at W~rk, a1[0 twO Officers Tents upon a riling 
Ground, Juft above the Sea; he was at too great a 
Dlihnce to give a diftintl: Account of the. Iile 
Madame; this was all he could fee there. 

st Whether he was near enough to diftinguilh flOm 
the Walls, whether Fort d'diguzlle was bUIlt lately ur 
not? 

A. It was Mafonry and appeared new; it WlS ei
ther new, or newly cleaned up. 

Sir John Mordaunt obfervlOg, that Lieut. Colonel 
Murray, if he recollecb right, was wounded at Ojl
end, during the Siege, and left at Ghent, delired he 
would infurm the COUI t, whether there were not 
"French Militia employed at the SIege of Ojlend, and 
hkewl(e in Garrifon at Ghmt; ami, from what he 
raw of the Fremh MilitlJ, \Vhat is IllS 0plIlion of 
tlJem? 

Lieut. Col l'.furra), anf wered, he c.1O't take upon 
bim to fay, there were any french Mllltlo.l. cmploy~d 
it the Siege of Offend, as he waf> confined; but he 
~eard there were three Battalions, as well as he can 
-ecolleB:. At Gbent, where Slr John MordouffJ left him 
behmd, he faw feveral }{egiment~; the Regllmnt of 
Normandy was at the fame '1 ime in the Gan ifon there; 
thefe MIlitia in their Cloaths and Appearance were 
I ke the other Troops, but he had no Opportunity of 
(nowing any Thing of their ~lallty. The Milttia, 
f they were fuch, which oppofed Ollr Troopg, when 
hey made the Defcent in Bn/any, were a defplcable 
Rdbble, and made no Refiftance ; they feemed to 111m 
o be the Pcffe Comttatus, and he belIeves them to 

De different from the MIlitia; they were neither regu
larly cloathed, nor armed. 
~. (by the COJ,1rt.) At what Time he reported~ 

or communIcated to Sir John Mordaunl, what he 
had feen from .the Ramtlm in the Ifle of Rhi? 

A. He don't recollect that he mentIOned it to S r 
Job! jl,fordollnt at all ; ColoneJ,.lfodgfon, and Colo

nel 



[111 
.1 Wolft being both there, he took it for glnte<l 
they wollld. 
~ At what Time he reported., or communicaeed 

to Sir John MDrdaant, what he faw from his Tranf .. 
port oft the lOe of ./fIX, on the Morning of the 25th? 

A. He made no regular Repon; believes, he men
tioned it one Day in the Admiral's Cabin, when 
every Body was giving an Account of what they had 
feen; but is not certaIn of that neither. 

Capt. PATRICK TONYN, Aid de Camp to Sir John 
Mordaunt, being (worn, and defired to give an Ac ... 
count of what Converfation paff'ed on board the Ra. 
1nilies on the Evening of the 23d, about the attack· 
jng of Fort Foltras; depofed, that in the Evening 
after the Ifle of Aix was taken, he [aid to Sir Edward 
Hawke, that the next Step that appeared neceff'ary 
to he taken, was, to attack Pouras by fome of the 
Ships, to bombard Rochelle, or give any other Di~ 
verfion, or Jealoufy to the Enemy, and that the 
Troops, in that Cafe, might be landed at C hatelmllon, 
or any other Spot, that might be found out thereabouts. 
The Admiral [aid, a little TIme, after what the Dt:
ponent has now repeated was [poke to him, that he 
would lay a Ship along-fide of Feuras, bombard Ro
th/fe, and the Troops might land; he recolleCts, 
that Col. Wf')/fe immediately took up the Converfa
tion, alld the DlfcOllrfe continued between him and 
the Admiral. 

Capt.THOMASOSBERT MORDAUNT,Aid de Camp 
to Sir JohnMordaunt, being fworn, andaiked, Whether 
he was preCene at any Converfanon with Sir Edw(l.d 
Rawke;;'on the Evening of the 23d ? 

DepoCed, that he remembers being prefent at a Dif
courfe that Evening, but can't now take upon him [0 

deliver what paired; but on t~e Morning of the 24th, 
he received a Mdrage from Sir Edward Hawke, defiring 
him to comedown to him In theCabbin, wberehe found 
the Admiral, the V Ice-Admiral, and the Pilot of the 

Mag-
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Magnani",e: Sir Edwara Hawke defired the Depon(!~ 
as he did not underftal'ld French himftlf, to afk the 
Pilot fomeQueftrons, and eJfplain his Anfwers to them. 
-Among tlther Quefrions, he aiked particularly about 
the Approach of Ships of War to Fort Fottra5_i the 
Pilot faid, he would undertake to carry the MagfJiJ
"ime within half a Mile, even within a ~arter of a 
Mile of the Fort, but then he ll1uft run her upon 
the foft Mud, from whence the next Trde would 
bring he-r uff. SIr Edward afked the Pilat, If by 
lightning the Barfleur he could bring her as near i 
he anfwered. he could, but had rather go with the 
MdZgnanime: The Admiral feemed fatlisfied with this 
Difcourfe, faying, that wauld do, or ta [hat Effea-. 
~ Does Re recoIleCl:, whether the PIlot fpoke of 

a French MIle, or an EngliJh Mile? 
A. The Deponent aiked him particularly, What 

Milt's he meant; and the Pl!ot anfwered, "Mllcs uf 
U England." 

Vice Admiral CHAR LES KNOWLES being fworn, and 
oefired to inform the Court, what 'I'hzerry the Plloc 
told him of the Swell ot the Sea in the R')ad of 
Bafqlle; faid, he has declared that in tbe Council of 
War held on the 25th -of Septembl'r. 

!to Does he re-collett, when he firf!: mentioned it ~ 
A. He can't recollett; it muO: have been before 

the Council of War, or elfe he could not have men
tIOned it there. The Pauige he refers to in the Mi
nutes of the Council of War Ii this-" The ablt:ft 
,~ Pilot having informed the Council, that he had 
U been "t Anchor feven Weeko; in this Road, and 
~ not a Boas been able to pafs or rep<1fs.'~ 
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The following Lift of Ships rent out under tllt 
Command of Sir Edward Hawke on the ExpeditIon 
being, by Defire of a Member of [he Court, Jhewn 
to Vlce·Admiral KnO'Wles, he informed the Court, that 
all the Ships contained in the [aid Lift, except the 
Southampto11, were in the Bafque Road, which Ship, 
having taken a Frigate, the Admi::-al fent her into 
Port, fJZZ. 

Rate Guns Men Ships 
1--100-S7c-Royal George 
z-- 90-78o-Ranulies 

no-Neptune 
7~0--Namur 

84 - 7 jo--R0yal William 
80 - 70::"-Barfleur 

30--80 - 666-Prmc ... fs Amelia 
74 - 7oo--Magnanime 

7oo--To,bay 
6oo--Dublm 

70 - S zo--Burford 
64 - soo--Alclde 

4th--60 - 4 zo--Amenca 
_po--Ach.11es 
4Z0--Mcdway 
4zo--DunkiIk 

5th--32 - zzo--Southampton 
6th--z8 - zoo--Coventry 

Frigate - 18 - I zo--Cormorant 
I zo--Pofblhon 
120--Beaver 

16 - So--Pel can 
14 - So-Efeort 

Bomb - H - t o--Fuedr,tke 
6o--lnfernal 

Firefhip -4-S--Pluto 
45--Proferpme 

Bufs - 6 - 4s--Canterbury 
45--Med",ty 

Hofp_ Ship zz - J oo--Thetis 
Hunter Cutter 

Commanders 
Matthew Buckle 
James Hobbs 
James GalbraIth 
PetCT Denis 
Witt. Taylor 
Samuel Graves 
Stephe'l Colby 
Hon.Rlchard Howe 
Han, Alig Keppel 
Geo. B. Rodllt:Y 
James VOllO'!; 
James Douglas 
Hon. John Byron 
Hon. S Bamngton 
Ch1.rles Proby 
Robert D,gb; 
J Gllchnlt 
Carr Scrape 
Penjamlll ClIve 
WIlham Coopcr 
Edward GafcOigne 
James O'Hara 
Charles Inghfs 
Owen Edwards 
Jame~ M'I,enLie 
John Lmdfey 
Francis Banks 
Thomas LempClere 
Charles Lucas 
John Moutray 

Vice Admiral Knowles being afked (by the Court) 
how many Men, as he thinks, could have been land. 
ed in one Embarkation? 

11. He 



[ St"] 
A'-He was ori another Service intirely difiant frOnl 

that of the Embarkation, al1d [lUnot anfwer that 
Queftion. 
~ What occafioned !;he Fleet not coming into 

the Road fooner than the 23d. fcemg they nude the 
Coaft on the 20th? 

A. He wdl give the bell: Account he can, without 
his Log-Book and Journal; but for want of them 
cannot be partIcular as to the Hours.-ln the Morn
ing of the 20th. SIr Edward lic:w~e gave him the 
following Order, '1.'IZ. 

, By Sir Edward lIawke. Knight of the Batb, 
, Admiral of the Bille Squadron of lus 
',Maj,fry's Fleer, &c. 

, If in ftanding In between the Illes of Rbf and 
c Olercn, I !ball find the Winds and \\. eather Will 

, admIt of proceedtng to Barque Road, :md attad .. mg 
, the II1e of /iz.\, I WII! boHt .1 red+ lag on [he I,lag
, fl:aff at the Foretop gallantmafl:-hcJd, and fire 
, three Guns; then you are hereby required and di~ 
c lettt'd, WlChout Lon, of Time, LO !land 10 as near 
, to the [aid lllc of Atx, as.thl 1',]0l" will carry YOll, 
C with all, or as many 01 thl' :--i1Ir:; "f your Div14 
, Cion, as you !hall think fUIT,(.lct1t for that Scrv;ce, 
, and batter It, till fuch Tur.e, .,0, tIle Garrifon {hall 
, either furrender, or aballJoAl It. In either Cafe 
c you are to land a Number ot Men fufficlent to cit:
, moli1h it with all polIibic: DJlp.HCh, fendlI1g me {he 
c earheft Inrelligence of your Proceedings, For 
~ which this fuall be your Order. 

, Given under my Hand on Board his Majdl:y's 
, Ship Ramtlzes at Seatl1lS 20th 8"I,t. 1757· 

ED. HA WK E~ 
c To Cb1r/er KJ1Dwl.r, Efq; Vice-

A dmira1 of tllC Red Squadron 
of his :Majcfly's Fleet. 

, By Command of thc Admiral, ' 7. f{ay.' 

F The 
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The Signal being given. the Deponent about 

Noon, took his Leave of Sir Edward Hawke, and 
made Sail with llis Divifion. The .1V1edway, which 
was a-head by Sir Edward's Order, to look out for 
the Land, about two ()r three o'Clock, as near as he 
can remc!!lber, made a Sigo<iI for feeing the Land; 
very f000 atter, the Deponent faw It himfdf: As his 
own Ship and thofe of Il1s Dlvificn were ordered to 
prepare for the Attack, the Lieutenant, or the Cap
taUl, came to acquaint him, the Ship, was clear and 
ready for Action; this wa'i abollt Four o'Clock, the 
\\ ind at that Tlme, and to the bdt of his Remem
brance the whole Day, was about N. E. A", he look
ed !,Ipon a Ship cleared. and In Ord,r for Battle, to 
he a very entertaming Sight, he defired Major Ge
neral COil'1.c{ y to ~),O down to fee hiS Ship between 
Decks: \\ hde they were viewing her, one of hiS 
Lieutenants came down, fent by the Captam, to ac
quaint him, Capt. Keppel haded the Ship, and told 
them, tl1t"re was a "'FrellCh Man of War ftanding in 
for the Fleer; for fome !hOI t Space of Time the De
ponent took no Notice of it, tbmking it illlpoffible, 
the Fieet iboulJ not fee her; a feeond MefTage was 
fent hun down to the j".lme Purpore, he then imme
dIately went upon Deck with General Conway, and 
was ibewn h(r by IllS Captain, when with their GJaffes 
they plainly dlfcovered her to be a two-deek'd Ship; 
{he foon made a private Signal by hoiftll1g a Jack at 
her M1zen-topmaft-heau; the Deponent was in 
Doubt, \\ hether to make a Signal to any of hiS Dt
vifion to (Lace, being ordered on a dIfferent Service, 
",hlch he took Notice of to Major General Conway, 
apd to 1m Captain; he judgrs, he was then at leaft 
five Mdes J. head ot Sir Adw(I,.d llau)ke, and the 
Enemy's Ship mueh nearer to him and hiS Divifion, 
tban they l\'ere to Sir Ed-u;ard lim.vke and the Tefl:: of 
the Fleet; and he plainly faw, If fome of his Divi- > 

lion die. not chafe her, none of the others could pof
fibly fee her, 10 as to chafe her, when NIght came 
Oil. 1 he "Magnantme was then about two Miles to 

Leward 
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Leward pf them, on whic.h he threw out her Signal 
to chace, and hailed Capt. Keppel in the 'Forba)', and 
directed -him to chace alfo; obferving. at the fame 
Time, to Major General Conway and his Captain, that 
if Sir Edward Hawl.e did not approve of what he had 
done, he would certainly call them in again; but, in
ftead of thar, Sir Edward threw OUt their Slgnals to 
chace, by way of confirming what he had done j and 
in Addition, made the Royal WIlliam's Signal alia, 
belonging to his Divifion ; two more Signals for Ships 
in the reft of the Fleet were thrown out afterwards, 
and very foon recalled. Early the next Day in the 
Morning. Sir Edward Hawke fent the Deponent the 
following Order to cake undtr his Command three 
other Ships in the Room of thofe three Ships thac 
were detached to chace, viz. 

, Dublin, 
, Bmford, 
, .1chilles. 

, To 

, By Sir Edward Hawkf', Knight of the 
, Ba.th, Admiral ot the Blue Squa
, dron of his Majtfty's Fleet. 

, You are hereby required and direcred 
, to take under your Command the ShIps 
, named in the Margin; the Captains of 
, which have my Orders to follow your 

, DlreClions; and proceed, without a Mo
, ment's Lors of Time, to put in Exe

cution the Orders you received from me 
, Y efterday. For which this fhall be your 
, Order. 

, Chari" Kn01..lJlcs, Erq; V lce
e AdmIral of the Red Squadron 
e of his Majeily's Fleet. 

, Given under my 
, Hand on Board his 
, MaJe£iy's Ship Ra
e mzl.eJ, at Sea, thIS 
, 21ft Sept. 1757. 

, By Comma:ld of the 
C Adamal. • ED. HAWKE.' 

, J. HAY.' 

F 2 III 
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In Obedience to d,at Order, the D~(}n~r1t pro

ceeded with his Dlvifion with all the Sail they could 
carry, to get in, and make, what Land It was; he 
judg::-s it was about 9 o'Clock, when' they were got 
within about two Miles of the Land, in r I Fathoms 
Water, very hazy thick Weather, fo as his Pilot de~ 
fired, the Ship might be tacked and laid with the Head 
off tIll It cleared, fo as he could fee his Marks. \Vhilil; 
he was laYing to, he made a Signal for the Captains 
of his Dlvlfion, and ordered them to fend lor their 
Pilots, no two of whom agreed, what Land it was; 
their feveul ExaminatIOns he took down, and lnl

filediately Cent them to Sir Edward Ha':.:.:ke, who by 
th.at Time wa~ advanced nearer to him by two or 
three Miles than he was be-fore, as he the Deponent 
laid with 1115 Head off Shore. In ill!' Letter H) 

Sir Edward he acquainted him, that nor one of the 
PlIors would even take Charge to lead in with a 
twenty Gun Ship; if they would, his Dlviiion fhould 
have followed her. Soon after IllS Boat "tilt away~ 
he made a Signal for fpeaking with the Admit ,I, fee
ing he contlOued under Sad, and did not nop to 
take lip his Boat. At the fame time he made kril 
With, his Dlvilit)n towards him, and by abom 1 Z 

jo~ned him; when the Deponent got on board iu,m, 
he was furprized to fee Mr. Keppel on Board, and 
a.lii:> to find the Magnonime and Royal IFtllJam had 
j~ned hIm agam, wl'll' h the thick weather h.d pre
vented the Deponent's kllQwing. Sir Edward Hm.vke~ 
upon the Deponent's acquainting him With what 
had happened, (for he thll1ks he got on bo.ud, be
fore his Letter) lmmedl:ltely fent for the Pilot ()f the 
iWAgnarlime, at the fame timt' t<'lIing the Deponent, 
he judged. what was the Matter when he taw him bring 
to, for his PIlot ha.d 'refuftd carrying his Ship in : 
\V JleA the PUt){" of the '.il1agnan me came on board, he 
immediately told them, whaot Land it was; -aMlttf
ter offering to catry the Fleet in, returned on board' 
hi' own Ship, and led the Deponent's Divifion in, 
rho Admiral and the reft of the Fleet foHowing. 

The 
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Tl= Win~ was pretty frelh all this Day,- till towards 
the hvmillg, when about 6 0' Clock the Tide of 
Flood being Jpenc, the Magnanime made the Signalf;o 
anchor; they were then In the Mouth of the Pertuts 
of Anttoche: About 8 o' Clock Sir Edward Hawke 
made the Signal for the Fleet to aDchor~ and they 
conClnued working in, and anchored, as they came 
inco proper Births, Jll Night. -Early in the MornIng 
of the 22d ti1e M,lg,ltJnzme made the Signal, when the 
Deponent 'Weighed wlt,h his Divlfion, and :;Jr Edward 
llawke and the rcif or the Fleet wCI",hed alfo: A· 
bout I J O'ClULk It fallldg calm, the Signal was again 
m~de to ant hor; about Twv or Three a fmall Breeze 
fplwgmg up wefterly, the A1agl11lnlme made the 
Slbnal and weighed again, and the Deponent ran In 

wub hls Divillon, tdl between 9 anJ 10 0' Clock 
at Night, Sir li.Jward Hawke and tbe Fleet ot Tranf
ports all following, when the Dt:ponc.:nt's Divlfion 
came to all Allchor. 

!to Whm W,1S the Demulition of the We of Atx 
fil11lhed ? 

.1. About 7 o'Clock in the Evening of the Day 
before that, 011 which they faIled for EnKland. 
~ Whether a Caunell of Vi at, lf thought ne

ce{fary, could have been held on the Evening of 
the 24th, after receiVing the Report of the Hear 
Admiral anc C;.ptains ? 

./1. A!. co the PoffibllJty of It, or not, he can't an
fwer, the Counctl of War wanting the Tdl:imony 
of feveral Evidences, of whom he cannot Cay, where 
they were, or when they could have been collected 
together; betides, Admiral Brodrick was juft returned. 
(rom Sound mg. and had been up all the Night be
fore, and Colonel llowurd, one of the Members of 
the Courted, who was in the 1"ort at the lOe of Aix. 
UlUn have been. fent for, which would have taken up 
3 or 4 H ours, it being 9 or 10 Mtles diftaric. 

·ft (dt .Sir Jcbn A!Qrdaunt'j Defire.) Whether that 
~\1ening was not employed on board his, the Vice .. 

F 3 Admiral', 
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Achniral' .. Shi~ in' gitting P(qper Intelligence COn
cerning Roth8fvrt 1 

.A. On the 24th in the Morning, the Day after 
the Attack of the me of Aix, the Deponent Caw his 
Signal out on board Sir Edward Hawke; on which 
Major General C,mway and he went away immediate· 
ly; Sir Edward Hawke, on theil' coming on board, 
told the Deponent, Admiral Brodrtck and three Cap .. 
tains were gone reconnoitring for a Landing-Plan; 
and he wifued for their fpeedy Return. As that Sig
nal, which was out on board Sit Edward, was for 
the Rear-Admiral as well as the Deponent. being a 
Standard at the Enfign-Staff, and [he Veffels, which 
Admiral Brodrick had with him, were not in Slghr, 
he begged of Su Edward to make the Signal for all 
Land and Sea General Officers, which is the Standard 
at tbe Mizen Top-maft Head, that being moft dif
cernible at a Dlftance, and to repeat firing a Gun 
every HOllr, which he did: Before Four, AdmIral 
Brodrick and the Captains returned, very much fa
tigued, and drew up their Report. After taking a 
Morfel of Dinner they all got into their Boats and 
went aw.ay to the Ifle of Aix (excepting Admiral Brod
rick) in order to coHect what Intelligence they could 
flom the Prifoners taken in the Fort; a N umber of 
the Prifoners were rent on board the Deponent's Ship, 
and examined, one by one, by General Conway, he 
{peaking Frmch, tlil near I I 0' Clock at Night, when 
Sir Edward HaWKe and Sir John MordaUJ'lt went away; 
and the AdmIral declared his Intention of hold 109 a 
Council of War on board the Deponent's Ship the 
next Morning, which was accordingly done. 

Q, Whether the Pilot of the Neptune was examined 
that Night? 

4. He cannot remember. 
~ Does he recollect any tbing relating to a Re'

p~rt, Captain- Proby made to the Admiral, of his 
having fpoke to a Dutch M,lfter. in relation to the 
Frmch having made great Preparations ar Ro,helle 
Ilno St. /~J(lrltns? 

.d. He 
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A. He conceives, that is~ contained in the Ml

nutes of me Council of War of the 25th, among 
the R earons affigned for the Opinion· of that Council ; 
but in regard fO what paJfed at that COLlneil, he in
formed the Court, that he took very exact Minutes, 
which he has now with hml, and he laid the fame 
befote the Court, in Words fo1Iowing; VIZ. 

, Sir Edward Hawke's InftruCtions read, dated 5th 
, l1ttguft, 1757, as far as is found praCticabJe (~uert', 
, Intelligence if to be confidered, or believed be
, fore Trial.) 

~ Sir Jopn Mordaunt's InftruCiions read - con
, formable to the other - dared 3d Augaft. 

, Letter from Slr John Mordaunt to Mr. Secretary 
C Pitt, dated I I Augujl, 10 o~Clock at Night, me 
, Wzght, - regarding contrary Winds preVenting 
, the fudden Execution of his Majefty's Infhuc~ 
, tions. 

e Mr. Secretary Pill's Anfwer read, dated 13th 
C Augujl, -clear, as to Power of judging. 

, Mr. Secretary Pztt's Letterto Sir Edward Hawke, 
, dated 15th Septfmber,- urging the Attempt for the 
, Deftruclion of Rochefort, anel clear as to Limlta
, tion of time. 

, DP to SIr John Mordaunl- D. D. 
, Report-Admiral Brodnck. 
, On Examination of Col. Clerle, aU that coul~i 

, be gathered is, that the Army are [0 march up 
, to fee, if Rochefort call be efcaladed or not, but 
, that all opening of Trenches for carrying on of a 
• regular Siege were not in his Plall for attacking 
, it. 

e BOmJille-a Ditch. 
, Pilot Neptune-a Ditch and Sluices. 

" Prifonen-Ditto-&Contra, and worked on-For
, tifications abcut a Fortnight. 

, I Z Broke up, _ unfinHhed. 

F 4- C It 
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It ht-ing Three o~Clock, 
ADJOURl\lED till to M~rrow at Ten in the 

MOr,Jllog. 

SATURDAY 17th DECEMBER, 1757. 

T HE COURT being met, and Vice Admiral 
Knowles not being yet come, 

TaE FOLLOWING Letters of the 18th and 19th 
Augufl1aft. from Captain Archibald Glroland to John 
Ckvland, Efq; Secretary to the Lords Commiffioners 
of the AdmIralty, and proved by him to have been 
received on the 19th of the fame Month, were read 
by De(iJ"e of Slr John Mordaultt, 'ZItZ. 

~, Gzbraltar, SpithtaJi, AuguJt '9th, 1757" 
" Sir, 

,~ Be pleared to inform the Lords Commiffioners 
" of the Admiralty of the Inclofed; I fr,QuJd have 
§' Cent it Y dl:erday, but thro' Hurry [ had minaid it. 

" I am, 
• SIr, 

~, Your moft Humble Servant, 

,~ ARCH. CLEVLANP.' 

" Gibraltar, Spitbead, AlIgu}l18th, 1757.' 
~, SIR, 

" On rVednefday the 17th of Augufl, about 12 

u o'Clock at Noon, I {poke with a Dutch Convoy 
.. ' from Rocbflle, there was two Men (\f War, one 
c, of 60 Guns and one of 44 Gllns, with 55 Sail 
" of Merchantmen; the firO: Lieutenant of the 60 
" Gun Ship came on board me, and told me, that 
~, the French expetted a Vifit from us at Rochelle, 
E' talC wade no Preparatioll. 

H I am 
f' Your moll: humble ServaQt, 

..ARCH. CLEVLAND.~J 



[ 89 ] 
LIEUT. WILLIAM ROY Engineer" being (worn; 

was a'iked, jf he had as many Workmen as he chofe 
to have, how long Time it wouJd tait.e to throw up 
a Work of three "hundred Yards, fo as to make It 
defenfible againft any fudden Alrault ? 

A. He believes it extremely difficult to determine 
any Thing of that Kind exaCtly, becaufe it muft 
depend on the Nature of the Soil where the Work is 
to be thrown up, and on the Number of Men, which 
can be employed on that Work, but he is neverthe
lefs of opinion, (hat in any ordinary Soil, fo [mall in 
Extent of Entrenchment as 60, 100, or 300 Yards 
might be thrown up, and in the Space of 2 or 3 Days 
made fo 1hong, as to render it unalfailable, till ruch 
Time, as It was hattered and laid open by Cannon, 
and in th(" fame Time he thinks even a covered Way, 
Glacis, and perhaps an advanced Ditch might be 
made. 

st H'ld the Expedition Train of Artillery fufli
dent to oppofe to the Cannon of a fortified Town? 

A. He imagines not; believes, they had only 12 

Piec.es of battering Cannon; IS not certain. 
Q.. Of what Calibre w{'re the Cannon? 
A. Tweive Pounders and Twenly-ff)ur Pounders, 

is not certain of the Number of each. 

A HETURN from the Ordnance Office being in 
[peCted, it thereby appeared, that the Ordnance rent 
out on the' Expedition is as follows, VIZ. 

Ordnance Heavy. Proportion. 

Brafs, mounted on travel- { P d 
Ii C . 2,4 oun ers llg arnages,comp1eated 
with Limbers, &e. I a. -

- 6 
-4 

Oranotlct 



{gol 
OI't:bt.1K~. Light. 

Stars, mounted on travel- r 
ling Carriages, \\'lth Lim-

l
6 );lounders 

hers, An'lmunition,Boxes, 3 -
and Elevating Screws, 

Howitzers, 5~ lnches 

rIO Inches 

, 
10 

6 

z 
Monars on their &ds, {S - 2 

L4;' Cohorns __ r_ W 

Lieut. Roy being a1ked, what Number of Artil
Jery Horfes there were ? 

Anfwcred, He does not know exaCtly the Num
: ber, never having ken the Return of them. 

Sir John Mordaunt mformed the Court, the Num
hl!r of Artillery Horfes were Forty. 

THE HONOUlt.A,BLE MAJOR-GENPR AT. EOWARD 

CORNWALl.IS being fworn, and defired to inform the 
Court, whitt he knows in regard to the Opinion of the 

• 8eaOfficers, as to theDlfficulty of landing in the Night 
of the 28th,depofed,that he wenton board theAme,-icQ, 
the Ship appointed for the Rendezvous, about Ten 
or. Eluven o'Clock that Night, and was. there fome 
Time before Sir John Mordaunt came; there were 
feveral Captains of Men of War on board, and the 
Deponent found by them, thac the landing, in their 
,Opjnio(}~ would be dangerolts, almoft impraaicable, 
and Madnefs in a Manner to attempt It. The Depo
nent luid much DitCourfe with Captain HOffI in parlli
(:utar, who e:ll:prdfed himfeJf WIth a great deal of 
Warmth, lind feemtd very uneafy at the Uader. 
taking'; he [aid there 'liould be at leaft fix Hours in 
'P"Nln8)to get to the Shore againft a Head-Sea, and 
hkewife five or fIX HOUIS mQre before a fecond E:m-

barkation 
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bdation could be made to fupport the firth" that tbe 
Boats might be a confiderable Time under the E~ 
rnies Batteries, if they had an}!, tlle Men ftowed (0 in 
the Boats as not to be able to make life of their Arm., iO 
as to make any Sort of Defence, and Ito Ships to pro~ 
them. Captain How faid, though he was not upon 
that particular Duty, yet he thought it of fuch Conre
quence, that he could not help declaring hi.5 Opimon, 
and that he would mention It to the Commander in 
chief, when he came on board. This likewife feemed 
to be the general Opinion, particularly Captains 
Denis, and Btd:le, !hewed DiOike to the Attempt. 
After Sir 'John MorJmtnt came on board the America, 
and heard the general Opinion, as to tbe Difficulty of 
landing, h~ talked with Major-General Co"-wo,, Colo
nd H()ward, and the Deponent, on the Subje&, and 
they all agreed, that the Attempt would be wrong as 
the Wind then was. Sir JOhlZ Mordaunl thereupon 
ordered the Troops to reimbark from the Boats on 
board the Tranfpor[s, many of them having been 
iome time embarked, and then returned on board the 
RatJ1ttus. The beponc:m ftaid at his Poft, till it was 
Day-light, and until Sir Edward Hawke had ordered 
all the Boats to their different bhips again, and then 
went on board his own Ship the Priocefs Ameba. 
~ (By the Court) Upon the 25th. If it had then 

been tbought advifeable to land, would the fame Dlffi. 
culties have occurred ? 

A. He does not particularly recolleCt _ as to the 
Weather and the Head-Sea he thinks not ~ but as for 
the Dlftance of .the Tranljxlrts from the Place, at 
which it was intended to land, they were on [he 25th. 
as far, and; he rather thinks, farther off. 
~ At what Piace the landing wa~ intended to be 

made on the 2.8th.? 
A. In tbe Bay of ChatJJaiiJon. 
59..; How many Days ¥rovifion were the Troop' to 

take on Shore with them! 
A .. He thinks, Four Days Provifioos. 

~. At 
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~ At wh':1t Time the Boats w~re ()rdered back 
llgcllO to the Tranfpor[s and M ~n of War? 

A. He can't eafily fay; thInks Sir Edward Hawke's 
Order for that Purpoie was about an Hour and an 
half, or Two Hours, -after the Return vt ~ir John 

I Mordaunt on board the Ramdus. 
~. Whether the Purport of the M,>morial of the 

DdpolitlOll ot the Troops of FrrllJ(f', v; IlIch reprefents 
ten thouJand Men only upon the ,,';,a:1:, from St. Jla
lcry to Bourdeaux, was comml' .;lred uy Sir John 
/vIo; Jaunt to the CounCIl of \.' ~ I of the 25th? 

A He can't reco'lcCl:; 1 ( .' ,,:r thll1ks not. 
~ How many Debarkations would It have taken 

to compleat the whole? 
/I. The Boars, as he underfiood, wQuld have cun

rained from J 500 to I Boo Men: and fupp0fing all 
the Boats to have returned fafe to 'the ShIps, the fame 
Number would have been landed in the [econd Em
barkation, and by that Reckomng, it would have 
taken tour or five Debarkations . 

.st After the Soldiers were difembarked, whetht>r 
it would not have required another Embarkation at 
Jcaft for the ArtIllery, Stores, and Horfes ? 

A. It would hav.: taken, as he conceive!', more 
th~n one Embarkation for the Artillery and Stores; 
Clnd the Horfes he doubeed of their being able to land 
at all; he thinks they mull have been landed In Long
boars, or [warn on Snore, if It could have been ef-

'fet1:ed at alJ. 
Q., Would the Flux and Reflux of the Tide have 

€alol1ed any AlceratlOn In the Matter? 
:d. He IS nat a competent Judge. 
£(: Did he attend the Cabinet-Council, or any of 

the Meetings, before they went upon the ExpedItion? 
A. He attended the I1rH: Cabmet.CouDcil. 
~ From the Converfation he had there, did he not 

'~lCpt'a great Afiifiance from the Fleet ? 
A. Yes, he certamly did; but they appeared at 

thtt Meetmg fo totally ignorant of the Bay, of the 
Place 
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Place of Landing, or of the Co aft,. that it nniihed, 
wIth fending for the Pilot, ('fhrerry, as he believes; it 
was a Pilot then at Spitbtod.) The other two Coun
e11s he did not attend, belOg ordered to the J{l¢ of 
IVi!ht, to take the Command of the Troops ther~. 

~. Were any of the Admir:t1s, or prmclpal Sea ... 
Officers prefent at that Meeting? 

A. Sir Edward Hawke and Vice-Admiral KnowllS 
were there. 

Q; (By Defire (j)f Sir John Mordaunt) Was Ap. 
plication made at that Meeting for additional Strength 
of Artillery ? 

A. He can't directly fay, whether for more Artil
Jery or not; fome Demands were made; be think'J 
for more Troops. 

Lll!UTENANT COLONEL MURRAY, being again 
called in, was exammed . 

• 9.., On the 29th, when he was ordered by Sir Joh. 
Morc/aunt to reconnoitre the Coafi:, what Obfervanons
he reponed [0 Sir Jobn ? 

A. Colonel Howard, Lieutenant-Colont 1 lVolfe, 
Captain How, :lnd the Deponent, went on board the 
Vtper Stoop, which Sloop lay nearen the Shore in the 
Bay of Chate/ail/on. They viewed the Coaft from the 
Top of the Awning, (which is elevated above th. 
Deck) and faw a Tent and fix Guns naked upon the 
bluff Point of Chate/aillon. From that Point to the 
Point Angoltn they computed it to be about three 
MIles and an half, or four; all which afforded a good 
Landing; but rncr4: was a Ridge of Sand HiJls, rhac 
ran from Point to Point quite along the Bay, within 
abou~ forty Yards of High Water Mark, to the beft 
of hiS judgment. Thefe Sand-Hills fcemed to be. 
about 25' or 30- Feet; in general, perpendiculdr 
Heighr, and t-3pa'ble of concealing any Number of 
Troops from theil' Sjght. They faw no Troops, 
RedQubts, or Batteries, (t"xceptin~ the Battery he has 
mtndoned) to:rmpofe a Debarkation. The Captain -, of 

8 
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d t~ Piper Sloop told them, thAt llpon tb~ 26th hl!" 
bad ken a cod-fl'detabJe Body of Troops, with fevenI 
Pair of Colours, march along the Shore from RD. 
ehllit, and that they -encamped in the B~y that after
noon behind the Sand Hills;. which Sand Hills: the 
Captain of the Yiper calJed an Entrenchment; that 
the Men went to Work the fame Afternoon upon 
thefe Sand Hills; and the next Day/their Tent'S were 
more covered, interct'pted by the Work they had 
thrown up, and at jaft they were intirety covered, fo 
that 'he co~ld not fee them from his Awning. That, 
however~ the 28th, (the Day before their coming on 
boatd) he had feen them from his Main·top; but 
that Captain HO'UJ had been that Morning of the 29th 
to his Main top, but faw neither Troops nor En
campment. Captain Cooper, Commander of the Ship 
that laid next to the Yiper Sloop, told them he had 
feea the Troops from his Top-gaHant-maft-head that 
r.me Morning, that being an higher Ship.-From 
the 17zper Sloop they rowed into the Shore9 as near .as 
they thought it prudent; but faw nothing more from 
the Boats, than they had done from the Awning of 
the Ship. When they returned, they reported this 
to ?ir John Mordaun/, and, as he remembers, alfo 
mentioned to him, that the Ground beyond tht Sand
Hills was fuch, as Cavalry could act in. 

,tt At what Time of the Day did they make this 
He-port to Sir John Mordaufll? 

A. About Five o'Clock in the Afternoon of the 29th 
~ (By Defire of Sir John Mordaunt) As he reron~ 

noitred that Coaft, what Number of Troops, under a 
good Officer, does he imagine fufficient to have de· 
tended the Bay of CiJalelail/otJ ..againlt tbelC landing, 
had irbeen attempted ? 

A. It K Matter of OpinioPt and depends grcatlly 
on the Capacity of the Oifiocr; he thinks, ag.mft
two thoufand Men, which he ~Iieves was the whole 
Number the BoatS could have embarked at once., OM 
Batallion .of, Infantry, and two Squadrons of On-l 

2. tpons,: 
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gbOnfl~ with fix Field.pi~s, might have rendthd~ 
their landing ineffeCtual, had it been made OR the !19th. 
when the Wind was as {trong, as it was on the ~8tb. 
--In IDs Opinion, if the Wind was to the Weftward~ 
they could not have landed, at aU. 
~ (By the Court) How near it was ne<:effary for 

the Boats [0 have gone to the rxx Pieces of Cannon 
mentioned in his Evidence? 

A. Had they gone down to the Angolin, they might 
have been intirely out of the Reach of the GunSt and 
had they gone diredly under the bluff Point, thet' 
would not long have been annoyed by them. 

!t Did he ever hear, huw far it was from R()cbeiie 
t~ the Place, where they were to land? 

A. From the Point of Angolin does no~. appear to 
be above three Miles from Rochelle. as far as he could 
judge from the Eye, and from the Map he has fCeII J 
but to the Cod of the Bay, believes, about five MUes. 
~. Whether the Captain of the Ptf" mentioned 

the Number of the Troops he had fttm? 
A. He thinks the Captain mentioned having feell 

fix Colours; he can't take upon him to fay, whether 
he mentioned how many Troopt. 

MAJOR·GENERAL CORNWALLIS was further ex .. ' 
amined . 

.f<. Whether Sir John Mordau1I1 did fummon aU 
the Land-Officers of the COW1cil of War to confider 
of a Letter of Sir Edward Hawlee, propormg a Return 
to England? . 

A. On the 29th of September, the Dtp0Dtnt re· 
ceived a Letter from Sir 'John Mordaunt in the Middle' 
of the Day, defrring he would atlend him that Af{'er
noon on board the Ramifies. The Deponent went' 
accordingly, and after having been there fome Tune, 
Sir YOM MwdM"t (he believes it was then about the' 
Hour of Se-vf'n) fent in for him and Colonel HrnH,.J,,·· 
Major-General Conway.being :Mready with him. Sir 
Joinl t~ld them, thar he had received a Letter from 
Sit. ~d Hawke. which he gave the Defonent to 

read, 
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Rad, and which he beheves to be the fame, as noW 
produced in Court .. 'VIZ. 

Ramilles, Bafque Road, Sept. 29, 1757-
" SIR, 

" Should the General Officers of the Troops have 
" no farther mihtary Operations to propofe, confide· 
" rable enough to authorize my detainll1g the Squa
~, dron under my Command longer hele, 1 beg Leave 
" to acquatnt you, that I intend to proceed y., lth it 
" for England without Lois of TIme. 

To Sir John 
Mordaunt. 

"I am, SIR, 
" Your mon. Obf'dient, 

" Moft Humble Servant, 
" ED. H A \V K E." 

And he a1'ked the Deponent's Opinir,n, as alfo that 
of the others, what was proper to be done upon it; 
the Deponent told Sir JOhlJ, he knew pretty well 1115 

Opinion; for thac he had conltantly heen againH: 
Sanding, fint:e the Council of War of the 25th, and 
that every Day and every Hour they ftaid, he lhould 
he more and more againft It; that there was no Ser
vice of Confequence to be done, and therefore he was 
of Opinion to return. 
~ Did they not all unanimoufly conCur In Opi

nion to return? 
A. He thinks Major-General Crmway did hefirate 

u.pon it; but dId afterwards come IntO the general 
Opinion for returning. 
~ (By the Court) Whether Sir Edward. Hawke 

Wili on board at the Time? 
. .d. He was; on board; but nvt prefent at d.e 

Council, or Meeting. 
~ Were not they, who were affembled, the four 

OffiCerli appOlnted tor the holdll1g Cuuncils of War 
at L~nd? 

.d. YeS, as he underf1:ood It. 
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!t Can he give any Rearon, ~y the Admirals and 

the ddeft Sea-Captain were not at that Council of 
War? 

A. Be -cannot. 
~ Did Major-General Conway, wnfo he heftatted, 

urge any Objethooi ? 
A. He [hUlks norhing ~W, or that tended to CGIl

\rince the Deponent at all i he did not propofe any 
Operawm<;, as he remembers . 

• ~ What was tloing the 26th, and 27th? 
A. A Propofal was ttJade, as he believes l on the 

26th, is not fure, by Major-lJt'neral CrJ1lwtl) about 
landing on the IOe of OJeron ~ Sir Ed7.lJarJ HIIWk' 
made lome Objection; the Deponent likewlre was of 
a different Opinion, as thinklOg it tended to nothing 
of Confequence. 

!.t. (n j SIr 'lohn MordlZunl's De Ii re ) What was his, 
Sir John Mordauht's. Opinion at that Confilltation ? 

A. Sir John Mordaunt faid, that. if it was tbe gene
ral 0pllllOn, he fhould concur in it. 

In rt'tjard to the 27th, the Deponent informed the 
Court, that he received a Melrage from Sir 1ahn il1'or
Jaunt that Day, to come down to the We of Aix; he 
accordingly went there in the Morning, where he met 
Sir John Mardau"t, with Sir Edward Hawke, Vicc
Admual KnfJW/es, and Major-General Conway, (whe
ther Colonel HwJard was there, he can't fay) they 
feemed to be employed in viewing Fort FOltras with 
Spyins-GlaJfes ami Telefcopes, to fee what they could 
make of that Fort ~ the Deponent could make nothing 
of it himfelf at fo great a Dift&nce, fo as to form a ,y 
Kind of Judgment about it. After having been there 
fame Time, the Deponent aiked Sir John Mordaunt 
if he had a11)' Commands for him, and Sir JgJ;n an .. 
fwering.hlm. that be had not, he returned on ~d 
his own Ship. . 

.!t (By Sir John MfJrJIllt1ft's Ddire) Did he r«eive 
a Summons that Evening to attend a Council of War 
the next Day, to confider of an Attack of the torts on 
the Mouth of the Cbaf'ntlt! • 

G .d. He 
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J. He did re~¥c _Summons to attend a Council of 

War the next Day; can't ray J;lOW~ wpat it contained. 
~. (By the Court) While they were at Aix on the 

27th, was there any Confultation between the Gene
rals an4 Admirals? 

. d. "they did at Times talk together, but the De
pon~Rt did not hear that Difcourfe; there was no ge
ral Con(u!tatiOll. 

VICE-ADMIRAL KNOWLES was again called in, and 
it bemg obferved to Sir Jobn MordilulIt, that the Mi
nutes of the Council of War, wbicll fpeak only in 
g(~eral Terms of " feverallnformations received of 
,. Troops afi"embled in the Neighbourhood," would 
not be fufficieot to eftablifh any particular Intelli
gence, he might think material for his Detence; Sir 
JQbn Monhunt defired. that his Queftion of Yefter
day might again be propofed to Vice-Admiral KnDWle.f, 
'UtZ. 

st Does he re<;olleCl: any thing relating to a Re
port made to the Admiral by Captain Proby, of his 
having fpoke to a Dutch Mafter, who informed him, 
that the French had made great Preparations at Ro
cbelle and St Marttn' J? 

The Vlce-Admiral anfwered. th'lt he cannot part i
cu1arly charge his Memory, who it Wa$ that was men
[loned to have given the Report; but that SIr Ed
'leJdrd lkwke did dehver in feveral Papers qf lntelli
grnce., which he had gained during the Pa(fage; and 
amongO: them mention was made of the Enemy's 
h wmg Knoyvledge of their ApprQach ~ and it was 
t lken for granted at the Council of War of tbe 25th, 
..that the i'rencb hcl.d Intelhgeoce of their Defisns; and. 
the Deponent is confirmed in their having a Know-· 
ledge of it at lire), bccaufe he read fevera} +..etters 
taken in the Emerald, the Southampton's Priz~ giving 
an Account thereof, and of what Preparations the 
htlltP were making . 

. lleing defired to explain his Anfwer, whether &em' 
t!ie Intelligence he refers to, h1= uflderfto¢, that .the 

};mtb .. 
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Frencb had K.n9wledge -of any particular ObjeCt, of 
t~is Expedition,. or \Xhether they apprehended rome 
Attempt upon their Coafts in general? and whether 
the Preparations were confined to Brejl, from an Ap
prehenfion that the Armament might be intended 
againft that Place, or whether they were gcn'era}.aloDi 
the Coaft? 

He [aid, that he cannot be certain, as to the whole 
of the Intelligence; bue from thofe particular Letters 
taken in the E1IIerald, he underftood, that the Frmch 
had Notice of a Dtfign fomewhere upon the Coaft, 
and were making Preparations in gene~aJ. 

Some of the Witne1fes having mentioned Vice
Admiral Knowles as being prefent, when a Difcourfe 
was had by Sir EdwtJrd Hawke, touching an Attack 
intended to be made upon Fort Fouras by Sea, he was 
defired to mform the Court, what he know$ concern
ing that Intention, or the Praaicability of fuch Attack: 

Sir Job» Mordaunt defiring. that unlefs the Anfwcr 
tended to make either for him, or aga\nft him, it, 
~ight be waved, as it would prolong the TriaJ,-

Vice- Admiral Knowles took thac Opportunity of de
claring, that if he knew anything againft SIr Job., 
he would declare it pubhckly, and not bring it out by 
Piel;e-meal ; but that he does not: On the contrary, 
he does in his Confcience believe, 'Sir john has done 
every thing, that becomes an experiet}Ccd General. to 
the beft of his J udgmem, for the Service of his King 
~nd Country, and would have done more. if it could 
have been done :-

The VIce-Admiral then depofed in Anfwer to the 
Q...ueftion, that after the'Surrender of the Ine of Atk 
Sir Edwartl H4W/c1J told him, the Pilot of the Sh.ip 
MAlnalliml ~ o1Fered to carry her in, to batter Fort 
F~lIFas; he dOeS not recolle8:, at what Dlftanct; the 
Deponent objetlo:i • .againQ tbe Magnallime, as (he drew 
at leai a Foot lbore W-atcr tban tbe BflrjJeUr, and 
lIWoft::d that &!Up infttad 4 her, as being of greater 
~e. as. well ~ tin old S~ip. and her ,Lofs therefore 
Lbmtterial. Sir EJ'fllara Hawfu directed the Depo-

G ~ IlC;Jt 
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nent to have the Barfleur lightened immediately for: 
tbllt Purpafe. When he returned on bOMd his own 
Ship Tie direCtly fen.t for Captain Gra1Jd of the-Bar
flaIr. and tolo him Sir Edward's Intention; the Ca~ 
tai.n l'''ply"d, his Ship was on Ground, where .1he 
then laid, being, to the beft of his Judgment, more 
tban five Mile" di-ftanr from the Fort. He has fince 
heard, that Colonel Brudenelt was on board c{ her at 
that Time. Upon this ieveral Mailers, toget~r with 
Pilots, were directed to go founding, particolarly 
the Mafter of the Barfleur, and of his own Ship the 
Neptune. On 1m acquainting Sir Ed'i.r.h1rd Hawke 
with the Impracticability of getting the Barjieur in, 
an<! the Mafters having made their Reports of the 
Soundmgs, that Intention was laid afide, as impoffi
ble. Some Days after, he can't be pofitive, but be
lieves after the firft Council of War, Sir Edward 
direCted the Deponent to carry in the two Bomb
Ketches, to try t.o bombard the Fort; the Deponent 
immf'diately gave their Captams Orders fo to do, and 
directed the Pilot of the Ma[namme to r.onduD: the 
Infernal B~mb In, and the other to follow.' In at
tempting to gf't in, the Pilot ran the Infernal agrOl,md, 
where fue laId fome confiderable Time; two Row
Galleys, feelOg her alone (for (he ~d out fiuled the 
0tl1e't Bomb, and was at leaft two MiJe~ from her) 
made to attack the Infernal, whi~h the Deponent 
perceiving hafiened on board, and gave a Signal for 
all the Boats, mann'd and armed, to go to her A{
fiftance, and went himfelf in the Coventry Fri
gate; on which the G:llleys retired, aftf'r firing a 
great many Shot at the Bomb-Ketch.-When the 
Ketch was on Ground the was a long Way without 
the Reach of her Shells, with the greatefr Reql'lilite 
of Powder- (which he knC'ws will fly two-Miies and 
two thirds) baving thrown feveral~ which' feM' great
ly I'bort. The CO'Ut1ttry, in attempting to get to the 
Bomb, ran on {hore five diiRrenc Ti~.-After the 
Tide had flowed, and the Bomb-Ketch floated, ilia 
COt under Sail again, f09 worked De:uer to FCNrfJf, 

as 
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-as ntar as ~r Draught of Water would let h~r, and 
then threw ieveral Shells more, none of which did 
reach.-He added, that he is confident, if it had 
been in the Power of MaPl to have got any Ship or 
Veffel in for that Purpofe, Fort Fouras would have 
been attacked by Sea by Order of Sir Edward Hawke; 
and the Deponent, in Conformity to his Commands, 
would have effeCted it.-Likewlfe in regard to a fro
pofal, that has been mentIOned of attad<ing Fouras 
by Land at the fame Time it WJ,S attacked ~y Sea, as 
an Officer, he declares it to be impoffible, beca\.lfe 
the <)hot from the ShIPS, which mliTt:d, would have 
cut the :Army behind It to Piecer;. 

The followlng Expreffion bemg obferved in the 
Minutes taken by Vice-Admiral Knowles at the Coun
Cil of War of the 25th, as by him laid before the 
Court Yefterday-" Pilot Neptune, a Ditch and 
" Sltlices- -Prifo"crs Do, and (OMra," he was de
fired to Lnform the Court, whethc.:;r allY ot lhe Pri
faners examlOed at the CouncIl of War denied tbe 
Circumfiance of a wet Ditch, or of Sluices ?-'l 0 

thi~ he alifwered, that lome of the Prifoners aifl!rted, 
that there was a wet Ditch all round, and fome that 
there was nor; but does not relnwlber any faid pori
twely, there were not Sluices. 
~ As Ius MInutes {hew him to have been very 

partIcular in regard to the Proceedings of the Coun
cil of War of the 25th, can he recolleCt,' whCither 
the Import of the Memorial, giving an Account of 
the Difp<;fition (If the French Troops, produced at a 
Cabinet Council in Lo'nJon, was communicated to 
that Council of War? . 

A. He rannot recf}Uecr. 
~ Whetber-2"'bierry was pitched upon for con

duCting in the Bomb-Kt'tch, as the beft Pilot? 
A. Yes. 
~ . If 'l'bin;'1 the Pilot had been 10ft, had tbey any 

other Pilot, who knew thar Part of the Coaft ? 
A. None. 

Sir 



[ 102 ] 

SIR. JOHN MORDA UN'f acquainted the Court, thac he 
1houJd not trouble them wIth the Examination of 
any more Witnefi'ea, but delivered a Paper containing 
a few Obfervations, which he defired might be read. 

COLONEL WOLFE being made acquamted with Lieu
tenant Colonel Murray'S Evidence, in regard to 
Troops feen on the me of Rhl from the Poop 
of the Ramilils on the 23d SepteWer, which Cir
cumftance is not mentioned by Colonel Wolfe, who is 
faid to have been in Company; as alfo in r~ard to 
Vclfels being feen to pars from the JOe of Rht to the 
Continent, or from the Continent to the mand,
faid, that he does recollect feeing fame Troops 
through Glatfes, and thinks likewife Colours; but 
did not attend to the Matter fufficiently to be fo par
tindar, as Lieutenant Colonel Murray has been. 

THEN the Paper delivered by Sir John MfJrdaunt 
was read, agreeable to his Defire, in Words following; 

My LoRD, 
C Before I put a final ConduCton to the Trouble 

, I have 'given the Court, I hope you will excufe my 
C detaining you a few Minutes longer; in order to 
c make fome Obfervations that have occurred, and 
, which [ have ordered to be put together, during 
, the Courfe of my Proofs. 

, By a ~dbon aiked one of my Witnetfes by the 
, Judge Advocate, it feems, as if he thought. I could 
, ha(l'e called a Council of Wa't upon the 2+th; but 
I I dare fay it will be remembered, that the Time of 
C taJling a Council of War was not prefcribed by my 
, lnftruttions, and therefore 1 can be gUilty of no 
, Aa: of Difobedience in calling it at that TIme., 
4 which 1 thought moft proper for obtalOing the 
, End propafed by it. It cannot have efcaped the 
, Court, that it is proved, that the Afternoon and 
'Evening of tbe 24th welle employed in en
c deav()uri~ to gain Intelhgence neceffary for our, 
I Aaions, or D~liberations. And the Court will al· 
~ fo remember, that the Members of the Council of 

, War 
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c War were on board feveral Ships at many Miles 
e diftant from each other, and Colonel HfflJIJr4 at the 
~ Ia~ of .dix; but indeed Admiral J("rwlu has com
e municared to the Court the Difficulties» or rachel
c the Impollibility, of affembling a Council that 
, Night, if it had been wanted. 

, 1 recollect, that Mr. Pitt mentioned a'Circum .. 
, france, of which it may be expetl:ed 1 lhouJd take 
, fame Notice; which was, that the Paper productd 
, by him, containing the Number and Employment 
, of the Frelltp Forces, had been confirmed by fub
, fequent Intelligence. 

, Colonel Cleric too, it may be proper to obferve, 
, faid, jf I recollect it right, that feveral People, 
, whom he h.ld feen finee his Return, had COl16rmed 
, him in tbe Opinion he had fira: formed of the Stlte 
, of Rocheforl. 

, If Obfervations of this Kind had been propofcd 
, by the Judge Advocate to have been given in E ... i~ 
, dence, I ihould have objected to it, as ,improper, 
'Evidence. What Mr. Pill alluded to, has not been 
, explained, nor laid before the Court, an~ bke Mr. 
• Cleric's Dlfcourfe confirming his Opinion, is all 
, fubfequent to the TranfaCl:ion now under Exami
, nation: It is awowedly fubfc'1uent to our Return, 
, and therefore could never operate upon my Con
, duet, nor influence the Judgment I was by hil. Ma-
5 jefty'S InftrucciQns to form upon the Spoc. It feem. 
, therefore prepofteroua, to make that Evidence of 
, Difobedien<:e of Orders, whkb rpuft relate to fuch 
, Opinion, as I was able co form before thefe Fates 
5 were known. My Judgment can only be tried by 
, the Proofs, on which it was formed. If the J udg
• ment was upright upcnl thofe, it can never be Q1ade 
',otherwife by other Proofs. 0Qt then in my Power; 
, beUdc:s,. the-Court ""ill alfo. confider the Abfurdity 
, of admitting ruch Evidence i for, jf the prefent 
, .differs from that obcait¥d upon the Spot! lntelli
, geaoc frill fublequent may hertaftel be obtained 
, EO eontradia the prefen~ 

G4 'Ana-
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C Anpther n(cefi"ary Obfervacion (eems to be, Th.1t: 
"the ReiolutlOn of the Council of W tlr of the 25th 
, \\Tall not, That it was imprach::able to land, but 
, that Juch (m Attempt, that is, an Attempt to land 
, in order to (lttaci: Rochefcrt aFcording to the fe
c cond InftruCtion, was neith~r adVlfJble nor prac
, titabJe. 

, I h3ve heard, that feveral Perfons have men
, ttoned Plcalades fucceeding during a Slege, but I 
~ am fure this Court will remember, that, In all furh 
, Inftances, Surprize has been effential to the Succefs. 

, Capt. Clevland's Letter thews, that the French 
, expeCted a Vifit upon their eoaft-. Indeed at Ro
, chelle they fetmed to have had no Fears about it ; 
• they made no new Preparations upon that Account; 
l\ they are known to have been fuffiCJ(.ndy fecure 
, w1thout thfm 

, I think 1 {caree need remind the Court, that, as 
J. it was not the Intention at home, that R~(hef~rJ 
~ lliould be attacked any other Way than by S\.lr~ 
" prize cr Efcalade, fo the Artillery, &c . ..vere not 
6 defigned for, or adapted to a regular Attack. The 
~ Horfes ~id not, in r aCt, exceed forty. 

, This Court wlll pleafe to remember, that the 
, 16th. 27th, 28th, and Part of the 29th, were 
I employed ill the Demolaion of the Works of Fort 
J. /fix, according to the Inftrucbons, to demolilh 
, all the War ks we ibould make ourfdves Mailers 
5 of. 

4 This Province was aligned to Admiral Knowles. 
C Row the Generals were employed, M<lj(lf General 
• CO'11fVallrs has juft given an Account. 

• I have now fillllhed the EvidC'nce I propored to 
~ lay before the COLm I hope I have dnlwered every 
, Part of the Charge made agawft me. It is a very 
, heavy Charge...- A cri.ninal difobedience of hiJ 
, Majen:y'~ Orders. 

, It dd~S not lie !-1pon me to impeach the Propriety 
• of the Eq~lipment: It might be proper to be; made, 

dlO 6h it could not b.e 1&Jc,"ef!liQl. 
~ I 
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, I did eVNY Thing in my Power to fxecute f~ith. 

, fully the InftrustioRs given me; the Truft reporee! 
, in t1'l~. 

c The C(:)urt perceives by the Inftructions, that 
C upoh the Spot, With the Affiftance appointed by 
c the King for me, I was to' judge of the Firnef'l of 
, aCting,-of the PraCticability of making the At
e tempr, before I put the Flower of the Brtttjh Troops 
c to Hazard, or r\(qued the Honopr of the Eritifh 
, Arms. 

, The SubjeCt was important; I had therefore 
C Recourfe to thofe appomted by the King to affiH: 
, me. 

, We could not he ignorant, that our Judgment 
, would be unpoptlJar; but Jt was our Duty to take 
, Care that it {hotllt! be honeft and bt"Coming Officers. 

, Upon th:lt Judgment I {hll rely; it was formed 
• jn Purfuar1te of the Power given by the Inftruc
C tlone;, and can never, I apprehend, be deemed a 
, Difobedlence of them. 

e There have been many Inftances of Officers tri¢ 
I: (perhaps too for fuppofed Dlfobedience) when the 
, genume COlllp':l1nt was, that rhey could not be fuc
'cefsh:lI. But 1 have this SansfaCtion, that as my 
' .. Defence rt'fts upon the concurrent unanimous Opi
, nion of all the principal Officers employed with 
, n!e, fa the Caufe of Commanders in Chief tried 
, in my Name, is to be determined by Offictrs, who 
, have Ability to difcern the J ufrice of my Cafe, and 
, Senfibtlity to feel the Delicacy of ir. 

C Wirh there Sentiments I fubmit myrelf to the 
• Judgment of the Coure." 

THE JUDGE A DVOC A TE brieRy fubmitted'to 
the Court his Opinion, that fubftquent Confirmations 
of Intelligence, as they could not have any Influence on 
the Refolution3, when taken, are not proper Evi· 
dence,) a.nd, If any fuch ha;:e appeared, in the- COUlfe 
of the PrQCeedingt, on either Side, they ought lm
ijueftionably to be Jaid out of the Cate. With re-

gard 
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gud to Lieutenant Colonel Cltrk's Evidence, be doea 
not 'J'CCOllcCt any Meadon Qf Information obtained 
by him, fincc his Retum to E1Igt.."J, either in Con
firmation, or ContradiaioQ of hiS former Account 
of R«lHfort. 

But the Argument urged by Sir John Mm'aaunl 
in the Beginning of his Defence, againft the admit
ting in Evidence that Intelligence, which was com
m~nicated to tbe Commanders of the Expeditiorr 
at the 'Cabinet Council in EnglamJ, he conceives to 
be without Foundation, as it is not produced as 
Evidence to prove any particular Ad: of Difobedi
cnce (the Evidence of the fuppofed Difobcdience ill 
this Cafe being the Notoriety of the Return to Eng. 
laNd, without having attempted a Defcent) but is on
ly introduced to thew the PraCticability of the En .. 
terprize; and it would be as unreafonable to fet alide 
this Intelligence, when the ~ftion tUlllls upon th. 
PraCticabihty, as to deprive Sir John M6rJaunt of 
the Ufe of any Intelligence received prevIous tQ their 
failing from. Spithead, or of the Argument raifed 
fiom the unavoidable Detention of the Troops ill 
the Hie of Wighl; which Circumftances were equally 
known to the Government, and both previous to the 
Orders fignified by Mr. Secrrtary Pitt in his Lettc{I 

of the 5th and 15th of September. 
As to the Vfe endeavoured to be made of Port 

L'Orient being permitted to remain in the Inftruc
tions. (though the Miniftry fcemed to have given up 
the Thoughts of an Attack upon that Place) in or
der to govern the ConftruCUon of the other Article 
of the InfiruCtions, which rc:late-s to Rcchejorl, the 
Latitude or Power of judging bemg expreffi:d by the 
Wm4 pratlicQ.b'lt in both Arrlcies,-The Judge Advo
obfervcd, that there is a manikftdiftinttion,-TheAr
tiele relating tct RHIN!WI, diretting.an Attempt 
with ~ View to that particular Object, if f61111d prac
ticable; in the other Cafe, Port L"Ontnl.and B6II1'-
4laux are recomnu:nded, as the moft import~t 0b-

jects 
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jed! of his Majefty'. Arms; and it is Ordered, that 
an Atr~pt fhOuld },e made, fucceaimf' on ,{,orh, 
or tither, of thofe ~I~ as lhould bel'uJgeJ pra!lf
cable, Or on..", 'fJtw P18te that thculd be. thought 
moft advi/able, from Borwdea~ homeward to Ha'tJrt:
the Judgtnent of the PraCticability being evidently 
intended to be made, upon the Spot, by the one Am
de, and not fo, by. the other. 

As to the feveral Arguments, which go to the Im.
pra8:icabiliry of a Defcent only, he fubmitted to me 
Confideration of the Court, whether tbey are not al
together defeated by the fubfequent Refolution of the-
28th of September, whereby the landing is determintd 
not only to be practicable, but advifable, and to be 
made with 'all pomble Difpatch; efpecially as no rna. 
terial Intelligence had in the mean Time been gained, 
which lhewed Fore Foemu to be mocc aiTaila.ble Oll' 
tlte Land-fide, than they had before ReafGft to ap"
prehend. 

He alfo recommended an Attention to the Dates of 
the feverat Refolutions and Proceedings. as nothing 
but what was anterior to the Council of War of the 
25th, and known at that Time to the Commanders, 
can be confidered as having any Rlfeft upon that De
liberation, and therefore on. the one Ham.!, all Troops 
feen from the Viper Sloop,-the moft confider.llJle 
Number (being from 800 to 1000) feen by Major 
General Conway,-and all otherObftaelesfubfequeflt to 
the Date of the 25th, will be laid out of the Cafe; as 
will on the other Hand the Confirmation of Lieutenant 
Colonel Cleric's Opinion, obtained fro n the French En
gineer on the 26th ~ which Circumftance alone, fup
poling the -Refolution raken on the 25th, of laying 
afide tbe Defign upon 'J(IChefort, to have been juftifi.. 
able and right, can hardly be jnfilt~d upon as a (uf5. 
dent Motive for reviving that Confideration • 

• 
AD JOUH..N~D till Mo:;,uy, tbt: 19th Infrant, at Ten 

Q:.cJock In the forenoun. 
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]\'tONDAr, 19th of DECElvIBER, 1757· 

THE COURT met according to Adjournment. 
Some Members hearing that Admnal Sir Ed'ward 

Hawke is arrived m Town finer the laft Sitting of this 
Courr, expreifed a DeGre, that he fbould be exammed, 
as a Witnefs, upon this Tryal for their fuller Informa
matton; and Doubts thereupon arifing, whether, the 
EVIClence both on the Part of the Crown and of the 
Pnfoner being endeu, the [aid SIr Edwllrd Hawke 
fhall now be exan110 rI as a Wltnefs ? 

The Maner wa& fully dehberated upon, and the 
~ldb()n bemg put, It was reColved in the Affirmative. 

Order(d, That ArlmlrJI Sir Edward Hawke be de-
fireu to attend thiS Court To-morrow Morning at 
Ten o'Clock. 

Ordered, That Lieutenant General Sir Jahn Mar
daunt ha\"e Notice of the above Refolu~ion of the 
Court; and that he Wilt be at Liberty to propo[e any 
QueftlOns, he !hall thmk proper; as hkew1fe to j)ro
duCt any Witndfes, to obViate or explain any Evi
dence, which may ariCe from the Examination of Sir 
Edward Hawke. 

The' Court perufecl and confidered the Minutes of 
their former PrOl:eedmg<;, until the Hour of Three, 

And then ADJOUlttHD till To-morrow Morning, 
Ten o'Clock. 

1'UESD.}Y, 20th cf DECEMBER, J 757. 

THE COUR T being met purfuant to Adjournment, 
ADMtRAL SIR EDWARD HAWKE was fworn, and 

qlleftioned~ 
Whether at any, and what Time, a Propot.J was 

made ro hInl to lay a Ship [0 batter /?oJ/raJ? 
A. On the 24th of September . 
.1t Whether he approved of that PropofdJ ? 
.d_ He did; the PIlot of the Magnani"u was exa

Jllined as to the St~ength of the Place, and Depth of 
Water 

8 
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Water near it: Elated with the Succefs of the 2.3::1, 
and fond of the Magnanime, he faid at firfi:~ before 
Captain }.,[O! dau1ll., he would carry her in, and deft-roy 
the Fort. As the Deponent had attentively confider
cd the Shore, and was fenfiblf, that the MagnQnim(" 
which drew more. Water thJn fame of ol.lr thl ce
decked Ships, could not be brought near enough to 
bauer the Fort, he gave the PIlot'li G.lfcon.lde Time 
to fubfide; and then asked him, if he could carry a 
Sixty Gun Ship in aglinfi: it: He anfwcred, her Me
tal was not weighey t'nough, as there wei e Twenty
four Pounders 10 the Fort. He then propofed to him 
to lighten the Barjleur two Fett (this fecond Conver
fation was upon the Q!:larter Deck, by the Intervention 
of a MJO well verfed in fuch Frn1tb, as thofe Kmd of 
People fpeak) The Pilot feem .. :d fame time faril>fied 
wlth this, and in Confegtlcnce the Depooent prepared 
an Order to Vice Admiral Knowles, to hghten the Bar
fleur. and in the mean Time gave hIm ~ verbalOr
der; who ImmedIately went away to gIve the necdfa
ry Di~chohS, and to en1uire IOtO the PraCticability of 
[he Attempt. - The PIlot now recolleCted hlmfCIt: 
and declared, that, ,even rhus lightened, the Bar/leur 
could not be brought nc-ar enough; that when the 
('ould come neareft at the Top of HIgh Water,. un thea 
Ebb, fhe mull: fink in the Mud fix Feet or ruore, 
from which he could not anfwt'r whether {he would 
rite. Upon Tryal afterwards, the PIlot could not car
ry a Bomb Ketch within Random Shot of the Fort, 
as Mr. Knowles informed him; in whom, as being the 
fecond Sea Officer In Command, he apprehend~ he 
might f<lfely confide for that Information. - The 
Deponent declares, he fhould as readdy have ordered 
an Attack upon F()14Y1Js, as he had done upon /fIX, bad 
it been- pratlicable by ShipPlOg; though it w~ his 
Opinion then, and ftill is, that an Attack on either bad 
no Connettion WIth the pnncipal Object in hIS !\fa-

¥.
"eftts fettet Inftrucrions, unlefs the Guns from either 

thofe Fortifications .could have prevented the Boats 
om landing. --- ( rhere they certainly could, but not 

in 
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in anotherPlace. ~--The principalMotive "biHl induced 
him to give _the Order for an Attac~ on the IOe of A/x, 
was, that at the Council at Lord Holdernejfo's, it was 
thought neceffary by feveral of the Coupcil, who laid 
their Fingers oh that Fort, im~ining the Guns from 
thence could have annoy.ed tbe :Doats in landing at the 
Place, which then feemed to them, from the Chart, 
the moil: reafonable. BUt CblZte!~il/on afterwards ap
pearing. on the 2 i-th of September, to be the proper 
l:.anding Place (from whence, according to his Infor-
1nation, there was a good Road to Roche/ort) Fouras 
did not, at that Time, appear to him of fo great Con
(equence, though he came readily into the Propofal. 
He added, that the Pilot, upon Examination at the 
Council, appeared to him to be very ignorant of the 
Place: And even at the Attack of the Fort of Aix, he 
obferves, that the Magnanime fewed in the Mud, 
though '1'hierT)' was On board. 
~ Whether, before they went from Ewgland, any 

Landing.piace for the Troops was propofed, and by 
whom? • 

A. :fIe docs not remember, that a Landing-place 
was talked of, and that it was p~pofed to land the 
Troops either on one Side, or the other, of that {mall 
Neck of Land, which runs up near Foura.s towards RI
,/Jelle: Cfbierry, the Pilot, faid,he fuppofed there might 
be a Landing. place there, or thereabouts; raid, as he 
thinks, if they could not land on one Side~ they 
might land on the other; and the Deponent believes, 
it was farther [aid, if they thould not be able to land 
there, that poffibly a Landin~"place '\\'Ould be found 
upon founding and reconnoitrmg theCoaft, fomewherc 
thereabouts. The Deponent j\.Jft now recolleCl:s, an~ 
th~ Pl-ace was talked of at the Council in LolldIJ1I. 
". was from FourtJs towards Fort la Po;n', 'where 
feemed to be a little fandy Bay, which was at 61ft 
judged to be a Landing·place ~ but little ftrefs was 
laid upon that, for he believes, upon coh(id~rln& it, 
it was tbou~ht otherwife. 
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~ Whether the Place propored by 'Ibitrry th¢ Pi .. 
lot at the Council in London was reconnoitred, and 
Soundmgs made thereat, and whether it proveq to be 
a'Place proper for landing? 

A. His Ot'der, .direeted to Admiral11,.,drirlt and 
the three Captains, was to reconnoitre the Coaft from 
Point du Chi, near Rocbtlie, down to FlIrt Fourll,S, 
which includes that Place; and their Report mentions 
no other Landing-place, than Chafelail/oll. 
~ Whether they had any other Pilots on board the 

Fleet tolerably well acquainted with that CoaO: ? . 
A. They had P110ts capable of carrying Ships into 

the Bafq"e Road, provided the Weather was clear, 
and they could fee their Marks upon [~e Illes of Rbi 
and Olerol1, but had he not had thofe Pilots, he would 
have ventured to carry the Fleet into the Bahlll Road 
himfeIf; the Chart·of the Ntptune Franfois, which is 
well fet down J would have afforded Affiftance therem. 

it Whether 'Ibierry was looked upon, as a fkiIful 
jUdicious Pilot, and thoroughly acquainted with the 
Coaft near Rochefort? 

A. 'Thierry was looked upon to be a good Pilot for 
the Road, and for the anchoring of Ships both in the 
Road a.'1d about the Ille of Aix; but, from what Ob
fetvations the Deponent made, {eemed to have vr::ry 
little Knowledge of the Shore; believes, he never was 
upon cyery Part of it; and it appeared to the Depo
nent at the Council ill England~ that he was not ac
quainted with every Spot of Ground; thinks, the Pi· 
lot himfelf mentioned, only, having been on Shore 
fomewhere near the Fort. 

st As he attentkd feveral of the Councils before 
he went upon the Expedition, was it believed, that 
Troops could be landed in fmall Boats either at Cba· 
1~l4il/~1I, or near Fortras, under the Protection • the 
Ships? 

A. He does now recollett tbe Pilot (aid, '" Ir you 
., Cltn't land at thofe Places without being annoyed 
... ftoM the Fort, you will probably find a Landing
I., place about Cbaleiaillon; It but don't remember, 

2 thlt 
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that the Pilot cleared up to the Cout1cil, that the Fti .. 
gates could come llear tnough to the Shore to proteCt 
the Landing. 

!t When they came upon the Spot, did they find 
it pomble to bnng the Men of \\'.if neJr enough to 
the Shore to protdt the LandlDg? 

.A. Certamly not. 
Q.; Mennon havmg been mad:: by Vlce-AdmirJI 

Knowles of the CouncIl of W .Ir of tIle lJth IHvIOg 
broke up at 12 unfimilieJ,-At whJt rune did tha.t 
Counol ()f War meet, and how long they felt? 

A. II,." With Slf }Ohll Mordaunt, went on the 25th 
early in the Morning on board the Neptu11e, and the 
Refult of that Council was not aCtually fil11!hcd that 
Ntght; they had chIefly come to a l{efolutlOn over 
Night, but the Refult WJS wrote Ollt faIr) and figned 
on board the Deponent's ShIp the n(,!xt Morning. 
~ What TIme, he imagilles, it would have taken 

up to have made the whole LandIng of the Troops? 
A. That at the laft CounCil of War, in which it 

was determined to lalld, he mJde a Propof.u to the 
General Officers, in order to fave Time, that, if they 
approved of it, he would ImmedIatelv order all the 
Tranfports as clofe to the Shore, as they could po!libly 
go, and the Fngates with!l1 them, at the Place where 
the Troops wCle to land, that they might get of!l'5hore 
with the gl eater Expedition: Tlu<. PiOPOJ:l.I was fe· 
conded by Mr. K11owles, and by the rell of the Sea
Officers, but was objetted. to, pnncipally by Major. 
General C<;nWiJY, who urged, tlut to fend the 1 ran
fports in there 10 the Afternoon, wOlllJ pomt out to 
the Fr£l1ch the Place, at which tll:'v Hitcnded to land; 
he does not remember Sir John }vIOl dtiUllt faid any 
thing on the Subject, and thence concluded, he agreed 
in O*ion with Major Gener,·i\ ulZwa). 1 he D~ 
nent explained, that the FrigJtcs were meant as It Pro
tethon [oJ the Tranfports, to prcli:rve them from be· 
iog fired, or receiVtng <my Injury. He remarks one 
ot~r Thing, that although lalld~pg Troop' iA -the 

Night 
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NIght is againft his own Opinion, as Men are liable. 
to Surprize, and many Accidents, where they do not 
know the Ground, yet he fubmitted that to the Gene
ralOfficers) as fuppofing them much better Judges at 
it than himfelf, and made no O~jc.aion thereto; but 
with a VIew that the greater Exprdltion fuouJd be 
made in landing the Troops that NIght, he gave Or
ders to the Agent of the Tranfports on board 1m own 
Qparter-deck, and to one or two of his own Lieutr. 
nants, to go on board the Tranfports, wlth a pofitlve 
Direction from him, that at the Inftant the firft Body 
of Troops waS gone from the Ships, rhe TranfportS' 
iliould get under Sail immediately, and rtln c10fe into 
the Shore, where the Troops were to land, In order 
that the fecond Body of Troops might be landed WIth 
much greater ExpeditIon than the firft. 

The aforegoing Quefiic..n, VIZ. " How IOhg. he ima· 
" gines, it would have taken up to have t:nade the 
" whole J ,anding of the Troop~," being repeat('(\ 
with this Addltlon, " at any Time, fuepofing all 
" Circumftances the molt f.llI'ourable" ? 

The Admiral faid, he cannot anfwer th:l.t ~eftion 
with any Sort of CertaInty; they might have landed 
with great Expedition, h'ld the Tranfports been as 
near, as they could get to the Shore, 
, 5t Would not the Flux and Reflux of the Tide 
have made an Alteration in the TIme of Landmg ? 

.d. It certainly would; It would not have t.!ken th~ 
fame Time, had the Tranfi10rts got under Sail, al1( 
1.\n clofe into Shore. 
it Whether arty of the Officers made a Repott tc 

him, that they had delivered his Orders on board thl 
Tranfpom, relative to their getting under Sail? 

A. T'O the heft of his Remembrance, they did 
the Agent of the Tranf~orts part,eu/ar/y, as he rt 
members, told hIm, that he had; and bit tanno 
doubt of dreit having been -delivered, as he lave ou 
thofe Orders in Perfon, {which is not ufllal for tb 
AdmiraJ) 011 Purpofe tb give them more Foree, an 
tbat thry might b: the more fully underftood. 

H ~. J1 
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.t As the Court has been informed of Fifty-one 

Ught H9rfe, and Forty Artillery Rorfes beln$ 0" 
board the Fleet, and ala the Tmnfportscou]d not came 
near the Shore, whether it was prafricabJe to difem
bark the Horfe ? 

A. The Tranfports would have come within ~ 
tolerable Di{1 ance of the Shore about High-Water, 
but he onderflood the Horfes were to be put into the 
Long- boats, and towed on Shore; which he appre
hend'! wQttld have been effected without any great 
Dlfficulty; but he knows very little of difemb:ukmg 
Horfes, never happening to have feen any difem
balked. 
~ What was his ObjectIon to attendmg a Coun .. 

til of War on the 29th of September? 
A. He can only fay, he never was .l'lrelfed to it 

by Sir Jobn Mordatmt; he never dld deny a Council 
of VI ar to Sir 70hn with a V lew to dIihefs him; but 
when he faw the ~'roOp5 did not land the Night of 
the 28th, and Major General Conway, with CoJone~ 
lVolfe and Howard, having reconnoitred the Coaft 
over again on the next Day, and no Application 
then made to him to land them. he was thereby in· 
duced to write the Lettlr, he did to Sirlohn; not in 
d,e leaft doubLIng, they had good an fatlsfactory 
Rea[ons for It, and fuppofing the General Officers to 
act with the fame View as himfelf, that of doing their 
Duty to the beft of their Judgment. 

GJ. (By Str John Mordaunt's De/ire.) Did nat 
he~ir John Mordaunt, the very Morning of the 
Day, on which they came to a Re[olutlOn not to 
land, fpeak to him about having a General CounCIl 
of War, and dId he not return for A nf wer, that 
there was no Occafioll.for the Sea Officers, as it was 
:1 Land Operation unly ? 

A. Y~s; he recollects, it was about Noon, (when he 
(poke to Sir John to the fame Purpofe, as he aft~r
wards wrote In his Letter.) - And his Reafon (or 
it w..as this, that he aJways 100ked lipan it to be his 
D~lty, as Admiral, to convoy the Trt;>ops to the RQad , . . ot 
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of /J&/fMtJ and ~er~, if poffible~ to ij.nd out a Land .. 
i"g-lliace for them, and, in cafe of their landing, to 
give them aU the Affif,tance in his Power for thAt Pur
po{~ ~ but with refpett to the ~eftiof1, 'c Whet~er 
" they lliould land, or not land" (tho' he would have 
figned to an' Propofal he thought right, and would 
have acqu:efced in any juftifiable Meafure, yet) he 
conftantl\' thought, it was the P,lTt of the Generals 
to deter:nine that QEeftion by themfelves, nor 1hould 
he haVl! given Sir John the Anfwer he did, but from 
its bt'ing his fincere Opinion ;-he looked upon them 
to be good and gallant Officers, and Officers of Ser
vice. and therefore could not but fuppofe they were 
infiniccl}l better Judges of their own bufipefs, thap 
he could be. It was from the fame Opinion of their 
Knowledge in their OWh Profeffion, that he alfented 
to figning the Refolutions of the firft Council of War, 
U That it was not praCtIcable to take Roche/ort by 
" Efca:.ade." and he at that TIme exprelfed a Defire, 
that the Land Officers fhould give their Opmion by 
themfelves, as he thought it a Matter of Judgment, 
which merely related co them, and that the Sea had 
nothing to do with it, farther than telling them~ they 
had found out a Landing-place, and were.-ready to 
land the Troops, if they thought proper, and to gIve 
them all the Affiftance in their Power. - When the 
Deponent mentioned this, Major General Conway faid, 
as he remembers, " Why really I am of Opinion, 
., as SIT Edward Hawke fays, it IS a Marter of Opi
" nion- of our own ;" but in Confidence of the AbI
litIes of the Generals, he nevertbelefs acqll1efced in 
theIr OpInion, of the ImpraCticabihty of takrng Roche
fort by an Eicalade or Storm; however, though he 
a1Tented to the not landing upon that FoorIng, he 
did not gIve it, as Jus OWlnIOn, that the Troops 
fhould not land at all, for any other Attempt, whIch 
the General Officers 1hould find proper and expedient 
for the Service; on the contrary, he then urged the 
Neceffity, there appeared to tim, of doing C)mething 
agreeable to the Klng's Inftruttions. 

Sir 
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SIR ~HlI1 MORDAUNT being af'ked, whethtrhe had 

~ny Qpeftion to propo(c to the AcUnifaJ, or any tither 
Matter to offer, anfwered,. That he bltd nothing,far
tner to trouble the Court wIth; - thathe felt hlrhfelf 
quite happy in having gone through a l'~blick TrIal, 
and before ruch Judges. 

THE CO U R T having duly weight1 and 
confidered the whole Matter before them, is 
unanimoufly of Opinion, tha~ the Prifo:aer 
Lieutenant General Sir John Mordaunt is NOT 
o U I L T Y of the Charge exhibited againft 
him, and doth therefore A C Q.Y I T him. 

TYRA WLY. 

A True Copy, 

CHARLES GOULD, 

Deputy Judge Advocate Genera~. 

FIN I S. 
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A 

LET T E l{, 8~ c. 

SIR, 

lI
o U will hardly accuie or Im

,y. propriety thi" addlel~ to you, 
I who have drawn It upon your

[elf, by m,tklng it an im.1J1pen .. 
fable duty to me, to clear up eel tain mif
take~ into which I apprehend you have 
been betrayed, by that fufpic;ion, of party
[pint, to which fo many Qf our pOlitical 
writerq are but t0q ju!l:J}t ftable. 

B It 
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It is fo rare to meet with an}l who judge 
of thmgs hy the [ole fiandard of truth, 
without rc[pect to their eO!1neCtions with 
the jnf1u<:nce or interefr of particular per
fODS in power, or wanting to be in power, 
that I do not in the Ieafi: wonder at your 
confoundmg me with the croud; efpe
ciallyas my opmion happened to differ fo 
much from your'~: I will not fay that of 
your party, bec,1u[e I will not allow Iny
{elf the hberty you have taken wlth me, 
of pronouncing you regularly enhHed in 
one. The wodi I will in return fuppofe 
of you is, your being carried dOWL the 
iheam of that popular prejudice, which 
may be called the error of the day. 

Unfortunately, at this very crifis, when 
eve! y true EngliLhman has the greateft 
realol1 to fpurn all attempts at impofing 
on his underft:mding, or mifleading his 
judgment by falfe information, or falfe 
rea[onlllg, we fee hardly any thing elfe 
prf}.B:ifcd, and what is fhanger yet, the 
deCeit ~akotl1ed by the df'ceived, even 
in points where their greate11 inttreft is 
not to be deceiv~d. Some are even fo 
attached to their lcadeJ:~ in err.Q4~ that 

any 
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any offer to deliver them from it, would 
receive no better thanks than thofe of the 
bear, who, on your taking the ring from 
his nafe by whIch he is led, tears you to 
pieces for it. 

But fvrely of all the ways of fruftrating 
the repl efcntations of truth) none can be 
more cffeelual th.111 to {uppo1e them to 
come hom io infech:d a quarter a~ that of 
one party, merdy in oppotItion tn 3notherJ 

where pel haps founder judgment, Jnd 
exact c.mdor lead to an "qual contempt 
of both. 

Yet however, Sir, you may have mil:' 
taken the perfon on whom you fat1:en the 
imputation of that letter, you have thought 
fit to anfwer on the toot of that fuppofi
tion; I own myfelf not a little obl!gt.d to 
you, for the opportunity of expla111111g my 
thou&hts particularly on two poinb you 
mentIon. 

The tidl, (page 12) relating to a board 
of enquiry on an officer, "who wa~ judg
" ed, condemned, and rui~ without any 
~' other trial." On which 1 1ball only 

J3l fay, 
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fay, tl-:.H It rt tmS to me impotribl~ for you 
to have cl \\ 01 [e opinion of tlut pLOLedure 
than 11 dd~.:l\. es, let who ""ill have been 
the }'l lJ i11l1ti:r of it: and that th;~ I well 
r~llll11,Ler, tlut if there W2'l any doubt, 
(:l1d 1 l)e!i( vc thel e \'v J~ very hale, of that 
tl'Dt]( llHlIl'S mI1CKLlJCt', befi)le he Vilas tn 
II {/ lN7r1110 cundemned J thele wa~ none 
at :11} ot It 1ftCi \I"UU", lJO mOle than about 
the J LdlJI) for \'II h eh he wa~ 10. 

The fecund, 'c as to the decency ~nd 
" h\lm':l~,ty of ri,1icuEng a bed-nddL'11 mi .. 
"l1li~"l, c.::c." (p 61) I can {afelyiay, 
that n'Jt th~ v. armefi of his friends, nor 
the mort iiTInllcit of hl~ duftcr of adhe-

1 

rent 1 cuuJJ mOfe dLtdl: the nature of {L~ch 
an 1 l,hera1 pl-1icmalJty, than did m:lny of 
thoft who had never ovet-admired him 
cld,t'l ;1C; a p.lt1jor, a fi.ltefman, no nor 
eyen a~ an Ol.ltOl, nor faw any thing in 
h1l1l "hove <1 very lOinmon mall, to WhOlll 

!CcrL1ill it j .l11~e conjnncrurc\ lfl the[e ridi-
\ - ] . culou' tJllll", had gIven a popu :lllty, by 

w\l1ch he Iud more than once been hoifted 
infO power, aftt:r more than DnCe giving 
u., plain proofs as could be wiuled, of 
how much he deierved the one, and waf; 

~lified 
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qualified for the other. If in this opinion. 
however, they were jn the wrong, pUlely 
for want of better judgment, even YOIl 
yourfdf Can only pity them. 

But furely, Sir, it does not at all follow, 
that trom one's thinklIlg one perron une
qual to the takmg charge of the Britilh 
fyfiem, one 111Quld think another more fit 
for it, to whom, perhaps) even g.reater ~d 
jufier exceptIOns might be made; md 
much leis others, of whom a long ~nd[ad 
experience has pretty well fettled thecate 
of 0pilllon, and w ho neverthcle[~ are )fO

bably tEll the predominant party atDot· 
tom. 

Thc truth is, that in the menon of 
thofe party-cabals to \vhil..h you Uude, 
(p. 61.) I fincerely meant no plc::r~nce 
of any, but an exdu:fion of thctI1l11: in 
the opinion, which you are mo11: cartily 
welcome to treat with what cltempt 
you pleafe; that from none of t:m this 
'country can very rationally hOl itt re-
trieval out of its prefent f!.a,tc Qj ;rdition. 
But explode this opinioj as yomiy, at 
leal1: you canllot but a,tquit it I Rattery 

to 
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to pre[cnt power, or even tG future, 'When 
1 ingenuoufly add, that I have no parti
cular fubfhtutes in view; only, I preillme 
in general, that this great nation cannot 
be fo abfolutely ddbtute (f neutl als of 
hi; th, rank, influence and ablhtie~, as not 
to alford a competlnt and a lets excep
tionable choice amongil: them: at leafi, It 
wJl he one great mellt, not to have been 
fewilely enrolled in any party. 

fo one then fixed ~n a jufi contempt of 
all partIes wh.1t::,ver, you will eafily ima
gil! that the treatmg him in qualIty of 
evtJ the head of one, could not be a very 
accotable compliment. As little would 
the oncomitant title of right honorable. 
flatt- one who knows [0 well to what 
fort f perfonages it is now fa often given, 
as itWlth defign to degrade it. That 
Eng hman, whatever his condition may 
be, \10 fincerely and difinterrfiedly loves 
his Clntry, is a charaCter [0 much higher, 
\)y. t, heart at leaft, than thofe who 
dijh()}ur or differve it; and js in thefe 
diys l gr$at S\ diftinCtion, that he muft 
have' ~retche~ tafte) indeed, who would 
envy tm a woithlefsnefs, that is no dif-

tinCtion 
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tinCtion at all, unlef" a fcandalous one in 
proportion to the exalteunefs of the ila .. 
tions in which it is found. If thi5 pream
ble'lhould appear impertinent to others, at 
leafl: it cannot fa to you, whore miftake 
has made it neceffary; and I now pro .. 
ceed to what my title-page promifed, 
fome further and fllpplementaI confidera
tions, occafioned by the publication of 
the proceedings of the court-martial. 

The fidl point to be noticed, fince it 
was the only one left unexamined by the 
l10ard of enquiry, is the reafon of Fort ... 
Fouras being inacceffible to fea-ward, after 
fo explicit a declaration as that of the pilot 
Thierry, that ht could carry the Magna
nime within half an hnghfh mile of it. 
It 'was the-n but natural to fuppofe, that 
fince nothing was attempted againft it, the 
pilot muit have out-promifed his power ~ 
to perform; for which Sir Edward Hawk.e 
accounts very naturally in a part ,jJbis 
examination, that may very well, &nfi
dering its c:onfequence, ad9*t 'a'-qqotation 
here. (Page of the Proc'1'I408 and 109') 

" On 
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CC Knowles to lighten the Barfleur; and in 
n the mean time gave him a verbal order, 
." who immediately went away to give 
Ce the neceflary directions, and to enquire 
" into the pratticability of the attempt.
&( The pilot now recoilcElcd hilJ?felf, and. 
"declared that the Barfleur, evel1 th,# 
Ie lightened, could n.ot be brought neM 
" enough: that whel C' fhe ihould come 
" nford/ at the top of hlgh-water, 011 the 
" ebb lhe mut1 link ill the mud fix leet 
Ie or more, i;"om \~ hich he pmld 1'Jotf/l!zn ... 
'e fooer whetht.r 1he; would r~/;'. Upon 
" trial afterward:" the Pdo! could not carry 
c. a bombkelcb withm rtllldum-jhot of the 
(( fort, as Ivlr. Know1es informed hIm, in 
c, whom, as being the kcond fea-officer 
c, in command, he 8.}'rrchends he might 
Ie fafdy confide for that mionn.:Ltion." 

He, Sir E. 1-1. addcll, (p. ] 0.) that this 
tame pilot, " upon ex.lmination at the 
"councI), appeared to be 'l.Y'f'y ig110nmt 
" of the p!ace, and even at the' attack of 
" the fort of Aix: he obferves, that 'ih~ 
" Magnauime fewed in th~' mtid) , thoUib 
" 'Ihicrry was un board." 
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(C Knowles to lighten the Barfleur j and in 
" the mean time gave him a verbal order, 
." who immediately went away to gIve 
C( the nccdhry direc.tions, and to enquire 
'C into the plattic.lbillty of the attcmpt.
'c The pilot ]WW n colld7c'd him[elt~ and 
'c declar~d thJ.t the Barfleur, even thus 
"lightened, could not be brought near 
Cc enough: tll1t \V; Id .: .I.h; ihould come 
'e nearefl at the to? or lu;h-water, 01} the· 
Cc ebb {he mutt fwk III tile mud 6x leet 
'c or morc, 1,(1,]1 \\ ;1Kh lr f,-("uIJ It{)!'rftJn

'c /'wer Wh..:t'lcr flic \V("l~J tlji'. Upon 
'C triaL.lftcI wJ.r 1" tbe /,1/ J! (ould not carry 
c. a bombkctdJ vv1titlu r'II,drm-j/'o/ of the 
" fort] a~ 1\lr. KT1fN.,..!e, 11.jul.11Cd hIm, In 

Cr whom, as bCInf: t~,,; i l .:, lld fel-officcr 
~, 

'e in cornmand\ ht; 'Tprcb~lh~~ he mIght 
H fafely confide for th.u m,urm.dolJIl." 

He, Sir E. II. :!d,L_,l, (n. ]0,', that this 
{arne pllot, .. upon e:,""i~l.IlJti~il ~t the 
"counc,], nppc.m.:J tu be 'l°t'ry ',gllul ant 
U of the p/,;{ .', .1 nd even 3.t the attack of 
cc the fort (,f i\ix: he obf.:rvc5, til It the 
" J.,[ag12aui111e fe\>'i.ll in the muJ, though 
" 'IhJcrry was (.,'1 l~oard:' 

c Thus 
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Thus is the non-attack of Ftiuras by 
fea folved in the very manner, which 
it was fa obvious to befpeak it wou1d : 
and as to the French feventy-four gun
fhip running up the Charentc, on which 
you lay fuch a. ftrefs, there is hardly a 
foremaflman in the navy, but what can 
'give a very fatisfadory reafon why the 
could not be followed, even if the fub
fequent one would not do; that there 
Was not a fingle pilot on board the 
fleet that would take charge of a twenty 
gnn-iliip in the chace up it. Page 
84, of the proceedings you will fee thiS 
po,nt as fully explained, as the greateR: 
pu.nEtilioufne(s of examination could re
qUlre. 

You will a1[0 fce (from page 8 I, proc.) 
the qucfiion minutely an{weled, " why 
It the fleet did not come into the road 
" fooner than the 23d, feeing trey made 
'~"the coafi: on the 20th?" Concerning 
which, whatever your private opinion may 
be'''of vice-admiral Kn--, in gen~ralJ 
which you are certainly as free to enter
tain as poffible; yet is it ~l ain, that in 
this p~rticular you have done him wrong, 

as 
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as well as Sir E. H. who, if eirheJlthe faCt: 
or reafoning, on which you proceed, was 
true, muft have been the compleatefi: dti ... 
velIer on earth, to have fuffered his fubal
tern's management, or opinion, to have 
had any {hare in defeating fo great a pro
jeCt as that, of which the maritime part 
of the execution was committed to him· 
felf, Of to his choice of whom to trull in 
any branch of it. Did SJf E. If. com
plain of Mr. Kn-----? and if he did not, 
who can, without beginning at Sir Ed
ward? whom even malice Itfelf, never 
that I could yet learn, charged with being 
either coward or fool. 

The procedure of the court-martial 
having then cleared up the only point 
that had been left dubious, the puctica
bility of attacking Fouras by fea, all the 
other parts of it will fall fo properly 
within the courfe of my reply to your 
feveral objeCtions, that there will be rio 
occafion for a feparate diCcuffion. And 
as to the unanimous and honorable ac
quittalof Sir John by a numerons Com
mifiion of officerc; appointed to try him, 
however natural it miglu; be to cbaJlellgC; 

C~ a 
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a ftrongt prefumption from thence in his 
favor, I ennrely wave that advantage. 
from a coniLlou[ne[s, that as thelr con
deolOanon of lum would DOt In the leaft 
have changed my opimon, founded as it 
was, on matters of faCt and eVIdence j 
neither could his acqutttzi add to that 
moil perfett certamty -'0f tus innocence, 
they had before eftabliilied: a certainty 
that had not the leaft connechon with 
my knowmg there was fuch a p'!rfon in 
the world, as the projector or 'patron of 
the expedItion. 

If that acquittal, however, lhould be 
unpopular, Of, If there are fhll [orne, 
as in favour of that common fen fe, of 
which you fo often, and [0 pathetically 
invoke the name, I hope there cannot be 
many, who can harbour the leaO: doubt 
of Sir John's having fully done his duty, 
there is one reRethon which cannot fail 
of comforting hml. A falfe judgment 
C811 only " dlfhonor" thofe who make 
it, or thoie who are weak enough to be 
mif .. led by it, without examination: no
thing being fo rafh as the decifioDa of 
the ignorant, nor nothing fo hard as. to 

engage 
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engage them to retract them. Who 
dpes not every day fee men perfevere in 
an error, as if that was the beft expedient 
to coyer the ihame of having been in 
011t, or preferable to the glory which 
the wife always find in renouncing it, 
from a confcilJuUlefs that, being but men; 
fallibility could not be half the reproach 
to them, that obfiinacy nluft be? 

But whoever condemns, or acquit.
him, moil certainly there is no man in 
Britain, who ought to confefs himfclf fo 
deeply oblIged to that commander, as 
the patron of the expedition himfelf, if 
he has a grain of that gratitude, with 
which it would. be very unfair to fuppofc 
him unprovided. He nwfi himfelf re
joice, that fuch a number of his C01Jn~ 
trymen were not fo filllly facrificed to an 
opinion of hiG, perhaps too 11ghtly taken 
up; and which, himfelf being perfuaded, 
he could hardly fall of perfuading others 
to adopt, fupported as it wa~ by the jrre~ 
fifiible powers of his oratory. But had 
the nation fufiained fo deep a lofs, as, waS 
palpably pt"ep-ared ff)r it, and to fo little 
purpofc) even a fentjrnent of juft com-

paffi°n 



paffion would then probably have dif
pofed many minds to examine into the 
nature and praCticability of the projea 
itfelf: minds now averfe to that examina
tion, from the excufe of doubt left them 
by the non-execution; a dou ht, of which 
the partizans of the {cherne do not fail 
to avail themfelves, with thofe upon 
whom it can pafs for one. Though, fo 
tenacious of its objeB: is the rage of pre
judice, that had Sir John even been cut 
off, one half of his troops knocked on 
the head, and the other taken prifoners 
of ~r, which, or {omething like it, 
muft in all human probability have been 
the cafe, I do not doubt but there would 
run have remained fome, who would have 
kept on trumpeting the excellence of the 
plan, and have difcovered in the execu
tion that caufe of its mifcarriage, which 
your favorite, common fenfe, would 
have never thought of looking for, but in 
the project itfelf. 

You produce, Sir, with great emphafis 
{page I Q) the names of his M---, and 
the Privy-council, in fupport of the plan, 
againft thofe \~ho took the liberty of 

treating 
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treating it from the firft~ as a wild, chi .. 
merical, and abfurd one. I know not 
what irnprefiions they may make on you, 
but I readily fuppofe them fuch as they 
would make on every man of {enfe; 
impreffions of the higheft refpeCt and 
veneration. But, I own, I think there 
i~ fl:ill an authority fuperior to theirs, in 
points where judgment and not obedi
ence is concerned, and [uperior, becaufo 
derived from God himfelf, and that is,. 
one's own reaCon. The names of King 
and Council, at the fame time they 
jufily command the moft fubmiffive re
gard, do not challenge the attribute of 
infallibility, which even the Roman-Ca
tholics begin to be heartily fick of allow
ing to their Popes. So tar flam it. they 
are often themfelves moil: gracioufly 
pleafed to lay before the Public, their 
motives and courfe of procedure, leaving 
every free Enghlhman to judge of them 
for himfdf. You, Sir, for example, are 
perfectly at liberty to think the intel
ligence that determined the refolution of 
the expedition, an admirable and com ... 
pleat one. But will you grudge others 
~~ fame liberty of thinking the contrary 1, 

Others, 
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rttht a perfon, it {eerns rather too vague 
and inconclufive to have deferved the 
whole of that important Tefolution being 
reil:ed upon it; I tay, the whole, for the 
intelligence furni1hed by Col. Cl-- may 
be pronounced precifely lefs than no
thing, even taking into the account all 
that he faid before the council of war, 
the board of enql1iry, and the court
martial, put together. Can you, Sir, fay 
that he ever fo much as pretended to 
have perfonally explored the great and 
import:mt point of all, the acceffibility 
of Rochefort by fea, or to afcertain many 
other eiTentials neceffary to be known~ 
before the plan of attacking it could Ire 
[0 much as attempted to be carried into 
execution? Y ourfelf only affeCt to be 
arch upon the doubt of there being a 
ditch quite round the place or not, and 
to take it III that the troops did not 
march up TO S EF. whether Rochfort 
could be efcaladed or not, where, N. B. 
IF it was not, there was no artillery that 
could give a chance to force it, or to 
oppofe to that of the place. But, deign 
to a1k yourfelf the queftion, was any 
thing known that ought indifpenfably to 

D have 
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Others, with as good intentions to their 
country as yourfelf, though perhaps not 
with eyes fo penetrating, might very inno
cently fee nothing in it of particularity, 
or weight 'enough for the fuperfiruClurc 
of fuch a plan upon it, as was offen~d 
and approved. 

Of the memorial of the French forces 
I have already [poke in n:ty fidt letter: you 
will hardly find in it {uch an ;J bfurdity a~ 
that of a pnvate authority di[p~lting prc
ferc:nce with a publIc, in whIch I only 
mentlOned the difftrence between the 
lift furniihed to the Council, and the com
mall report and notion, under appeal to 
the reader's own judgment, which comes 
neareft to probability. Though, had the 
government even been egl:egioufly in this 
matter impofed on by falie accounts, it 
would not certainly have been the firfi: 
time of its bewg [0; and as to the pllot 
Thiem's depofiuoll, I do not even tak.e 
the advantage of its having proved a 
f~]fe one, becaufe that could not be well 
£or~known, but by what appears of it 
~evious to the refDlution, however tole
rable an one it may be from fo very igno-

rant 
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have bern known, prelIminary to fueh a 
meJfure :1S that of attacking Rochefort? 
and the anfwer of your own knowledge 
and judgmert to that queftion, can hardly, 
if you will fuffer your prejudice to give 
them fair p1ay, be other than favorable 
to the refolutlOn of not riiling fo fine a 
body of tIOOPS, on fuch light and de
feCti ve in (01 1}1atlOl1 ? 

If a French officer iliould reFort to his 
court, that Newport on the Iile of Wight 
was an unfortified place, that a hundred 
or lef,) regulars might carry by a coup-de
main; what would he in that fay, that 
was not ftriCtly true? And yet I fancy, 
that they would tbjnk twice before they 
attempted it with ten thoufand men, 
could they even procure' a pIlot through 
the Needles, and had they nothing to dread 
from the fuperlOlity of our naval force; 
clpccially where the cafe of a furprize 
jhould be Ol1t of the queftion, as it was 
~th refpeCl: to Rochefort. The place it:" 
fel£- forms the Ieaft 'obiet\: ; its relations 

oJ 

and con-necbone;) filch as the means of 
c01l1ing at it) of retreating in cafe of a re~ 
pul(e~ itnd' the probabtlity of filccours by 

the 
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the national fOfre, being the capital points 
to be prevlou[ly afLcrtained beyond a 
doubt; nothing of which was in this cafc 
fo much as pretended to be known. Or 
furely, fixteen 111ips of the line needed 
not to have been employed, in convoying 
tranfports upon an expedition, where· even 
a bornh-ketch Lould not C0me within 
gun-!hot of the forts at the mouth of the 
river. The city-barges, as fomebody be
fore me has humorouOy obfcrved, might 
certainly have been at leait as ferviceable : 
even frigates could not cover the debarka
tion, at the only fpot where it could take 
pbce. It is indeed faid, in a quotation of 
your's from the Report, (p. 4 I.) "that 
H the bomb-ketches might annoy the 
" troops, if there were any behind the 
"fand-hilk" Perhaps they might; not 
much, however, I fancy. But as to 
bomb-ketches covering a debarkation) I 
have no great conception of its being pof
fible for them to be employed on {uch a 
fervice, but that may very well be owing 
to my ignorance of the military art; and 
to the [arne ignorance do I impute my 
,dpub~ about a couple of field pieces blow
~ng up a fluice in half an hour, by which 

D 2 tht 
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the ditch was to vaniih, (p. 54.) and can 
hardly yet believe, that the (uecefs of the 
expedition depended on 10 umple an ope
ration. 

You have aiked, fir, forne queftions in 
the name of common fenfe j permit me 
now to ail... you one in the name of com
mon candor. What could poffibly be 
your drift in intro~ucing two iuchflories,as 
that of the Marfllal SeneCt:erres being worn 
out with infirmities, and crying like a 
child, according to your French accounts; 
and in that of Its being underfiood on the 
coafi, that both Rochefort and Rochelle 
would, in the courfe of a few day::;, fall 
into the hands of the Engli1h ; there be
ing no poffibjljty to reinforce them tiB the 
houlhold-troops could arrive from Ver .. 
failles, (poftfcript.) Is it poffible, fir, 
that you can have feriouo.y fwallowed fuch 
grofs ilIufions, or can hope to pafs them, 
unlefs on the profoundeft ignorance, or 
the moa indolent acquiefcene of non-ex .. 
amination? 

As to the Marihal, that he might be 
very infirm, even to the dotage of {bedding 

t~ars 
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tears theJe is nothing incredible in that: 
the great duke of Marlborough hirnfelf, 
was precifely in that condition before he 
died. Nay, I grant it even pollible, tho' 
afiilredly barely fo, that the court of France 
might be fo ill-informed of thi~ his di,f
qualification, as to have tru11:ed him with 
fo important a command as that of the 
coail, in fo critical a conJunCture ai this of 
a threatened, and of what you would 
have to be eonfidered as a very formidable, 
invafion. But is it to be believed, that 
nnee you allow there was a Marihhal of 
France in or near Rochefort, that he had 
not officers and troops with him fuffieient 
to conduCt for him the neeeffary opera
tionss and at leatl: to put Rochefort into 
a pofture of defence agaiuft ~ coup-de ... 
main, whieh could not, if you believe CO~ 
lonel CI--··---, (you fee I quote no unfa .. 
vourable witnefs to you) take place, but 
by a fudden furprize? All poffibility of 
which being long enough over, any other 
method of attack was out of the queftion, 
finee there was confeiTedly no artillery pre
pared; and withcmt it, our army muft have 
made before it as filiyafigureas a cock pitted 
without his gaBles. That fuch accounts 

then 
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thell you might have, I do not doubt: 
there ale as filly ones every day imported; 
but furcly nothing would equal the abCur
dity of grounding upon the lIke of thefe 
a plan of enterprize, except that of con
demning on them the non-execution of 
one. A~ to any awe or terror to be {huck 
by the mere name of a I'vhrlhalofFrJ.l1ce, 
I heartilY agl ee with you, that nothing 
couLl b-: more I idiclllous or ihameful. 
We luvL' had a I\ladhal, nay, a king of 
Fral1C~ in our prifons before now, and 
may again, but It muft not be by fuch 
projeCtions as you are pleafed to dt:fend, 
nor by [ueh a fpirit of party as now reigns, 
infic::td of the old Britlfh oue, which 
feems 10 thoroughlyextinguifhed. 

Now as to the taking of Rochefort and 
Rochelle being given over by the French, 
as alr,eady in our polfe[fion) on the bare 
appearance of our armament, a& you ad
,-ance on the authority of a captain or ma[
ter of a tranfport vetTe1; not denying the 
exifience of this curious piecr uf intelli
gence, let us examine the merit of it, and 
leave the pronouncing on it to e\'ery Eng. 
liihm:lO, who fllall dare to make ufe of his 
own judgment and knowledge. 
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Firft, as to Rochefort, the praCticability 

of the attempt without knowing [,07.0 it 
lay, how to be come at, without artillery, 
wlthout fecurity of a retreat, without, in 
{hart, only every thing that W.1S material 
to be known, has already been diicufTed. 

But as to Rocbel/e, furely no faUity wag 
ever more gH"Jfly palpable. There is 
hardly a man who knows any !hing, but 
knows that this place, the Jaft important 
fortrefs of liberty, and the Protdtant re .. 
ligion in France, is fo extremely well for
tified by art and nature, that an army, by 
fea and land, of .fifty or fixty thoufand 
men, might per-haps promife to itfdf the 
reductIon of it in the corrrfe of a cam
paign, if not in mean tiu1e relieved by 
the whole force of Fraace. To believe 
then that they could tremble for fuch a 
place, where efpecially furprifing it to
wards the rea, is from its fituation impof ... 
fible; and where the cafe of a furprize it
felf did not exift, is {uch a firetch of cre
dulity, that one would hardly imagine 
there was a man capable of even feigning 
it. It may alfo here be obferved, that 
ftrong as it was before, it received within 

thefe 



tbefe few years, a very confiderable addi ... 
Uon to its WOi ks, which cannot be un .. 
kno·wn here, fince it was in all the fo .. 
reign gazettes. 

As to" the houihold .. troops being or .. 
dered to hold themfelves ready to march 
at a minute's warmng, can anyone from 
thence draw an mfert:nce Lt our arma .. 
ment having been an objec1 of terror? 
Was fuch a diipofition other than what 
might naturally be expeCted r' Were a 
defcent on the POlllt of bell1g made on 
any part of our coafis by the French, 
would not any forces at London have 
the fame order, to be ready at all events, 
even if the eoaft was ever fo well guard
ed? Muft not then one be reduced to 
the moil: pit"-ul fuift for argument. to 
infer from that dlfpofition of the houfe
hold troops, the French being frightened 
out of their fenfes? 

In the mean time, it is precifely by 
fuch filly frones and idle reports as thefe, 
that many well-meaning, worthy people 
in the nation, are mif-led and abufed j 

1 mean thofe who are not in a way or 
conoition 
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condition to eXatlline for thcmfclves. 
Thus it is, that ffiJny Wlt:l tht: heft of 
hearts towards their country, and tVell 

from that very goodncfs of heart, h:.n'c 
been betrayed into the countenancing men 
and meJlures which, had the truth of 
things been known to them, they would 
have been the Erft to difapprove. l~tlt to 
whatc\ cr dcceptfon they nl~) be liable, 
from any ddi;;:ning' men or } rtrtics) they 
can never fufpeCt It in t1w[e, v. ho dd~re 
nothing fo much of them, J!> tl1.1t they 
would not tl ufl any other's jLI'~gm('"nt or 
knowlcdg~ bnt tliclr o\yn, cl:--v ... i,llly in 
points \vh"lC lt is.f() f ;j [01' rhtlr.fJr...:s 
to obtain luf::'...,c:r.t ilaormaticm. IvLlny 
woulJ. nut Will,I mo!'c than wOLIILl CO]l-

ihtutc thenJ, i: not COnil.mqlaL~ ro1JL"
Cl:ms, at le:1;l C(lt"1petent jL~dge~ in tn.'l
teTs, of l'dlll h : Imoit o.ny EOflilbnJn 
{hould be ~!L1'~'ul to l,c (lj[1l~ght j:~
norant, fJ1" l ~,n('1/ to pm hr·; Lll'h L 1 IJ.:C 
them on 0~(;C:~. Yet, a) thi' f'S 1:.3.11,1, 
hO\v few d:l(C th:nk [(If th(':"~iL::h" J: 
They ~rc u Il·~:,l. wlth h~viLg tI.-':H' (1pj~ 
l1ions ready chv','ed for t1:el'l, at, we ~rc 
told of the NegL.s v~ Ahvifni. . 1, lV.l':-; I1l8 

•• '-' J 

royal food chewed by an old \\C!nJll, 

E and 
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Ilnd chucked down his throat. With re
fpeCt to certain pcrfonage), as well as to 
certain meafures, how cc uld the prefer
ment and popularity of the one, or any 
approbation of the other be otherwife ac
counted for? 

As to France ag,lin, what braes abfur
dltics) what palpaLle. faliitie:.; and even 
often contradictory one.." are not every 
day fwallowed; if they but flatter either 
the popular humor, or favor any parti
cular point of mtcrdl: of defigninr. men? 
Fe.w {eern to confider how perniciovs {uch 
11atlOnal mifiakcs al e, or how md~ipen
table a preliminary to the taking of Jufi: 
n1eafures for reducing an enemy' it 
ib to know his exact {tate of ftrensth, 
as well .15 his weak fide. The next pomtis, 
on that knowlcdLTe, neither to dread him 

u 

1'0 much as to let fear enervate coun-
cils or operatlOI1S, nor to d~fpi[e him {o 
much as to let that contempt lead into 
falfe meafures. Has th;s mClxirn, true as 
it is trite, ever been oblerved towards 
France? Let the public mea(ures declare. 
Sometimes we are panic-ftruck at fcarce 
the ihadow of a danger from it, other times 
knocking our heads ag~infi: the hJrd im-

penetrable 
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penetrable fubfiance of one. For my own 
part, I neither think her 10 formidable as 
10me reprefent her, nor fo deipicable as 
others do, nor that {he is to be fubdued, 
no, not even by the great force ill f ailiion) 
of whole regiments of tropes, batta
lions of mt.l-lphors, or brigades of fimi
lies, though the man that ihould be at 
the head of them, WCf< .. hfdven-born. 

Yet, Sir, you tax me, and furdy very 
unju{Hy (p. 28) with entertaining a high 
opinion of the French wlfdorn and ability, 
and extolling thcm highly on every aeca
fion. I prefumc there is no part of what 
I wrote on this fubjett: that breathes a 
thought fa foreign to me. The moft 
that I ventured to fay, only fuppoied~ 
they could not well be thought fucI! rank 
weots as to omit, in their own defence, 
what nothing but idiotifm itfdf could 
negleCt, and that our troops wot!ld pro
bably haveftood wretched a chance tohavc 
trufted tu the potTlbility of [ulh a neglect. 
For anything further, yourfelf cannotthwk 
worfe than I know of them. They ar~ 
conftitutionally apd fyfiematically the in
cendiaries of Europe, and in Chort as 
great enemies to its liberty as to their own. 

Ez Slave5 



Slaves themfelves, with fenCe enough in~ 
wal{ilv to f.;cl the: {}\a ne of being fo., and 
which a poorly palLated expcfinon, can
llot conceal flam them, thty think, 
however, to cover that lhame by plopa
gating their [yil:em of £lavery, wherever 
their arms, cunning, or perfidy can 
pave their WolY for fubduai or influence. 
Their chains they at1ecl to cover with the 
flowers of c.1oquence, or v.. ith the hurels 
of war, or j~n~k them harmonioufiy, as if 
they were 'J.;n of them. From the 
whc!e drift of their pohtics, they have 
mude it tL:: tn~Clc1l: of every nation in 
EUJ 0l~e, to (Jlfi~ribute to their reduCtion: 
ard yet, ty their manar;cment and in
trjgu~"., at aim' jft all the COUI ts of it, they 
have cauly pre'. <'tiled over fuch miniitersas 
WI! oppoi't.d to them, and given the fouleft 
cauie lmagin.tble, a f.lee Fainted with 
fair coloufh. The war now on foot 
was undoubtedly premeditated, at the 
-very inlhnt they were figning the peace 
with us at Aix-la-Chapelle; that peace i~ 
which we fo tamely confented to give hof
lages! and as to their great wlidom it 
capitally conMt'1 in our folly. They have 
erected their fyftem on the bafis of our 
Qctual blunders, or the pretumption' of 

them, , 
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them, from their knowledge of us, i" 
which, to give UtI our due, we have fel
dom deceived their maft fanguine expec
tations. Their military, its true, is more 
numerous then ours, which is not to be 
wondered at, under a confiitution that is 
purely mihtary, though their area of do
minion is not proportionable to the force 
they keep up fo much greater than ours. 
and certainly not (0 populous: Tllc com
mon men in their armies are very com .. 
mon men indeed; and far inferior in every 
refpeCt to ours, The great firefs of their 
fOlcc in w~r conilil:s In their nobility, 
which frill adheres to its original principle 
of infiitutian for military fervice, and 
which to that powerful point of honor 
joins a more regular education and train
ing in war, than moil of our officers. I 
have counted on their military eftahlilh
ment amongfi: their lieutenant-generals, 
Martchaue de Camp, Brigadttrs If Armels, 
de Qroa/~,.ie, and de Dragons, IS Princes, 
3 I Dukes, 193 Marqueffes, J 39 Earls or 
Counts, IO Vifcounts, 78 Batons and 
Knights, independent of the untitled nobi
lity, and of thofe that may be prefumed to 
be in the fubaltern commands. The ex .. 
anJplei Qf men ~f fuch rank, doubt1d9 

di1fufc 
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diftufe great animation through the whole 
body of the army; and [urely the employ
ment of thefe noblemen in the fervice of 
their country, may without partiality to 
the French, be pronounced at leaft equal 
to the glorious amufements of ours in 
racing, cock-fighting, gaming, and carry
ing themfelves and their coontry to mar
ket, &c. And yet, to an Enghihman, 
thefe titles need be far from dazzlIng or 
awful. The lowefl: freeman is fuperior 
to the higheft Gave in point of intrinfic 
dignity. The firfi [ubject in France is but 
the firft nave, let his chains be never fo 
gaudily ornamented; and in that fervile 
condition, there can never exifi: a true 
fpirit, which is perhaps the reafon they 
are forced to fubftitute a falfe one of hon
or they place in obeying a defpotic mafter~ 
and which lhould rather confift in fpurn
ing the yoke. To fay then the truth, 
with aJl the advantages national liberty· 
lDuft give us over them, the greateft re
proach that can be made to any admini
ftration is that of fuffering the French to 
gain, or but to hope the leaft afcendant 
over us. N or could that ever he the 
cafe, if the nation was Once to feel its 
\lndoubte4 ltrengtll, or have it put into .. 

z prope 



[ 3 I ] 

proper way of colleeting and exeFting itfelf 
to the purpofe. 

So much for my cc extolling the wifdom 
cc and ability of the French." And now, 
Sir, give me leave to repfefent to you, 
your not having made the fairefi ufe of 
the affertion you quote (P. 6.) of ther~ 
having been thofe who pronounced boldly 
that nothing would or poffibly could be 
done by that grand Armada; an antki
pation youobferve at once afronifhed man .. 
kind, and afforded a bad omen of the 
fuccefs; though it could certainly mean 
no more than an indifferent opinion of the 
projection, Of perhaps of the projeCtor 
rumfelf. For tu think that any private' 
malevolence, pique or envy, could have 
prevailed on the commanders of the expe
dition to negleCt fo grofly their duty to 
their king, their country and themfclves, 
and to commit therein a treafon for which 
no protection could enfure their impunity, 
no reward in the power of a king to be
flow, could compen[ate the infamy; .fitch 
a belief, I Jay, would itfi!f be {uch a 
firetch of injulHce mixed with fony, as 
mankind at leaft can hardly be fufpeCted 

of: 
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of, however a few individuals blinded by 
party-rage, or prejudice might adopt it. 

But of all the charg-cs you bring againfi 
me, the heaviefi and cc.rtainly the moil: ill 
grounded, is, mv want of candor> which 
would be infinitely the more criminal ill 
me, for all my prefatory {olemn profef
fions of it. Had you deigned to perufe 
my difcllffion in a flate of mind, free en
ough from prejudice, for truth not to find 
the entrance ilillt againfl: it, you could Hot 
mifs obferving that I was far from feeki:1g 
to derive unfalr advantages from ',he tdh~ 
mony of the officers of tnL counc 1 (If war 

. (P. 23.) whom you very jufi.y c.:tIl parties, 
or irom vague reports in OPPl fition to thofe 
of authority. The whole 1'b cngth of my 
conc1u1ions are rcfted entirely on the in. 
formation produced on your c'wn fide, but 
efpecially on the intelligence and depofi.
tion of Col. Cl- himlelf. You cannot 
reafonaLly fuppofe him to have been 
favorable or partial to the te[olution or 
J\~t attemtking to proceed againft Roche
JOrt; and yet, what could more conduc~ 
to it, next to an immedl;-te furvey andcon .. 
ideration of circumftarces on the fpot1 
than ,the figure that gentleman himfelf 

made 



[ 33 ] 

bUde before the council of war of the 25th, 
if the minute of it was not partially or 
falfeJy taken, though it does not appear to 
have been contradicted: as follows (Pro:. 
ceedings p. 87') 

(( On examination of Col. Clerk, ALL 

" that could be gathered is, that the a,.my 
" are to march up TO SEE if Rochefort 
cc can be efcaladed or not; but that all 
" opening of trenches for carrying on of 
" a regular liege, were not in HIS plan of 
" attaLk." 

You will excufe, Sir, this repetltIOD, 
on account of its importance, and which 
conveys not an unpleafant image of an 
emy marching up an enemy's country to 
/fe, if an attack, upon the plan of a fur
prife, N. B. already long over, was 
praCticable or not, in which laft cafe, 
there was nothing for them, but to march 
back .lgain~ that IS to fay, if they could. 

As to the virulence which you accufe 
me of a tendency to [upport againfi the 
M---n--;-r, in that you alto greatly injure 
the'meaning of my heart. I know the 

F prefent 
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prefent {late of parties too well, not to 
think him the molt plauiible, if not even 
intrinfically the bell of the leaders of 
them, and from his popularity, deferved 
or not dcferved, the meAl: capable to ferve 
his country, if he could ad up to his pro
feffions. And fince it is fatal to Britain, 
that fame pa.rtKular party muil: ru)e, in 
exc1ufion of a more national [pH"it, and of 
thofe who jf they deferved to rule, would 
deipife all parties whatever, and willi the 
nation fairly rid of them all, than which 
day it could never fee a happier: fioee, 
I fay, there feerns no great hkehhood of 
fa defirable a change of fyHem taking 
place, no doubt your admired m---n--... r 
is as proper a one as any other head, Qr 

rnember of a pa.rty . Yes I even though 
new linked with colleagues, he once af
fected fO\'crcignly to deipi(c, on the fole 
firength of which contempt, he rafe to 
his prefem fuper-eminence, and whom 
he has however taken under his moil 
gracious protcttlOn, at the hazard of his 
popularity, and of making no hetter a 
figure, confidering the dii1i::rent color of 
the principles he boafis, than a new patch 
on an old thread-bare ducal mantle. But 

what 
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what were the terms of the treaty) of a 
political penitence on their fide, which 
cannot however be entirely unfufpicious, 
or of relaxations from the rigor of patl io
tifm on his, the courfe and tenor of afF::urs 
muil: decide, and has, in truth, already 
pretty clearly decided. 

So far then from harbouring the leaft 
malevolence againfi: him, utterly indiffer
ent as it mua be to mm whether I do or 
not; if he has not already al1 the talents 
that confiitute the great minifter, which 
I am far from denying, as he may [urely 
have them all without my knowledge or 
aifent, at leaft, I willi he had them all 
both for his country's fake, and his 
own. 

I willi he may remember that though 
in this infamous age, the rarity of having 
clean hands, has made that a great merit 
which is purely a common duty, it is 
alfo not unetTential to have a clear heart, 
a heart that will not [uffer to fume up to 
the head, and doud it, the arrogance of 
{uperjor lights, the fondnefs of power, 
without the requifitcs to difcbarge i$8 

F 2. function, 



funCtions, that narrow-fpirited partiality 
which leads to the feleCting of fubjects for 
employment out of one's own little family, 
inftead of the great fiore-haL [e of the 
nation: a heart in !hart above all the little
neifes of the limes. 

I willi him the difcernment nec.effary 
to nominate or recommend the greateft 
and ablefl: minifters to foreign courts; 
fit to fupport the dignity and inte
refts of the ination, in this moft critical 
conjunCture, and hkewife to [eleB: the 
propereft and rnoft ufeful fuhjetl:s for his 
own affiftance at home, the wantof which 
attention was the very rockonwhichAlbe ... 
roni fplit, W ho[e head intoxicated with his 
ftrange fudden elevation, and vanity did 
not permit him to liften to advice. 

May he for his own fake remember, 
and appiy the two fonowing maxims of 
the Cardinal de Retz, which will befound 
true in all times, becau[e all times re .. 
f~mble one another, fo far as the heart of 
man. which is always and every where 
the fame at bottom, goes to form them. 
The brit, H That no ,ircumftance (0 

cc m~ch 
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cc much difgraces one who pretends to 
" be a great man, as his not feizing ex
ec acHy, or making the moil: of the de
C( cHive moment of his reputation, which 
" is generally facrificed to an over-eager
(( nefs for making his fortune. And it 
~( is in that precifely he is commonly 
C' doubly deceived." The fecond. That 
" the very ihadow of a clofet, the weak
e' neifes in which one cannot hinder, isdan
" gerous to a man, whofe principal force 
"confifis in his' reputation with the 
" public." 

May he a1fo be thoroughly alTured that 
many propofa1s which might with a toler~ 
able grace, or at leaft without much in
decency be made by others, will with the 
worft grace imaginable come from him, if 
he has ever before violently oppofed the 
matter of them! that will be for ever re
tnembered againft him, and the moil in
trepid aiTurance, on fuch occafions, will 
be but the more hurtful Ito the condufions 
he would eftabli1b, as it will lefs oper.atc 
eonviction, than -provoke indignation. A 
mind thus changed, is always {uppofc4, 
to be (0 oy refpcCts ofinterefi: and power; 

ancl 



and not by the' actual pofition of thing&. 
This inference may certainly fometimes 
be wrong} but men are ever bf~ afraid of 
being unjuft, than of being taken for bub. 
bles~ 

In my prefent train of good willies to 
him, 1 cannot omit wiihing him a man
ly, nervous oratory, fuch as may rather 
befpeak a command of bufinefs, tban a 
command of words. Thefe never fail him 
who is a thorough maftcr of the fidl:. May 
he entertain a juH: cOI1tunpt for all that ru .... 
mor and falfe fire of declamation, fomuch 
in the nature of a mounted iky-rocket, 
that burfting with a bounce, [catters lit ... 
tle artificial Hars, whofe g1itterin~ im .. 
preffion vaniihes inftantly into the am
bient darknefs. I with him, in ihort, an 
eloquence rather of {ervice than of pa
rade. 

This willlhow you j fir, that not the 
warmdl: of his well-wilhers, willi him bet
tot, or indeed, fo well as I do, unlefs iin .. 
eerity lhould.be efl:eemed more pernicjou~ 
than the rankeft flattery. Can any thing~ 
for example, be more pregnant with inju-

ry 
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ry to him than what you fay (p. 62.) that 
DO man in England dudl fill his office af. 
ter him? I wave an mfifience on the (com 
and derifioD, which fuch a fuggeftion muit 
naturally provoke in every man in England 
of rank, quality, or pretentions equal. 
and many mull: be fuperior to his, and 
1haJi only remark that another caufe was 
a.ffigned for that long vacancy, at leall as 
probable as yours, which was, that none 
cared much for fitting after him in a plK~; 
his very getting into which proved at once 
the nature of the times, and of the quaU. 
iications for obtaining It, luch as could not 
render it a very great object of ambition. 

I come now to your mention of the p 
weeks admir(JI~)' (p. 62.) which I am eoc
tremely ready to grant you was at leaft a~ 
valuable a fet, as that which fucc~edect 
them: though I then thought the nomi
nation of [orne of them, the high eft impo
licy in thf' perfonagc, who was fuppofed to 
have nominated them, as it appeared [0 
bad an omen, and gave his enemIes fa fair 
an handle to impeach his difinterefied
nefs, in his very firft itep into power. Some 
of them one wculd have thought tQp' 

grell'c 
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:great men to accept fuch a fubaltern part 
on his recommendation. I alfo admit the 
fad to be exactly as you ftate it, as to 
their defigned reinforcements for America; 
but you will allow too that this, though ve .. 
ry laudable attention, was nothing to the 
point I contended for, of taking Cape
Breton. For certainly that force could not 
be fuppo[ed [ufficient, humanly fpeaking, 
to enfure fucce[s; and any force in the 
leaft, lhort of that, was nothing to Cape
Breton. If we know its importance, in 
the opinion of which, 1 am flattered with 
your agreeing with me j the French alfo 
know it. Thefe are the French king's 
words, in a memorial of infirucbons, da
ted Verfailles, April, 1751. " La Colonz"( 
cc de f 1jIe Royale quai qu' une des moms el
c' endues flus mo domination dans f Amerique. 
Ie eft cependant une des plus importantes et 
Ie par fa jittlotirm, et par Ie commerce qui sf 
"fait. * 

It is not then to be doubted but it will 
require a force to red uce it, in proportion 

• The colony of Cape-Breton, though one of tho 
Jeal extenlive ones of my dominions in America, ia 
neverthelefs of the greateft Importance, boQ tor its 
tituation and for the: trade: (;arried gO there, 

to 



10 the naturallt to be {uppo{ed augmen
tation of its works and 4iefence! but i~ is 
ai certain that it cannot, or is not at leaft 
h¢herto put into a condition of rctiftinJ 
f1.lch a force as it is in our power to brin, 
againft it. As to the reproach you men .. 
tion, having been made to that branch of 
the minifrry of their being America-mad, 
there was a retort at hand too obvious to 
be miffed, which is, that it was at leaa: 
better than being Germany-mad, and the 
worft I with them, is th~t they may not 
be whiffled round nor falloff from tho. 
defemng the honor of fuch an attach
ment to that truly national object being 
imputed to them, as hardly admits of 3Q 

excefs. 

As to feveral common-place aphocifma 
interfperfed in your letter, the purport of 
which is that a foldiers life is nOl his own. 
but belongs to the ftate-that hard fervices 
ought not to be negleded becaufe liable 
to JoCs, or danger, and the like: they are 
much too juft to be difputed in general; 
all that I pre{ume to deny of them, is their 
being in the leaft applicable to the prefent 
poiat. 

G 
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. But. to the quetliQR you prepok with 4 
&tle ~r oftriulllph. (p. 34.) <c Is a private 
,~ ofti~er or a collection at officers in coun .. 
" cil (for the number doe~ not alter their 
,~ condition) to fay, my orders are ridicu
H lous? who conflituted them cQunfdlof$ 
(C of Hate, and fubmit~ed the propriety of 
cc their orders of decdion ?" a partlculqr an .. 
fwer is due ill acquittal of the commanders 
of the heavy charge it implies againft 
them. 

In one word, fir, it was the K lNG, the 
king who m<lde fir John freciiically, and 
hIS council the ;udg~s of the propriety of 
theil orders, v lueh muit be exactly b 
pro lportion to the praCticability they ihould 
find or not of them, on that or any part of 
the coail, to which they VVCI e fent. And 
let anyone but confider the defeCtivel1efs 
of the informatIOn, on whIch the plan 
was embraced, and it will hardly be deni
ed that his majefiy with great Lonflderate
nefs andjufuce, left that latitude in his in
ihuCt.i.ons. An cxpre{s pofitive OLder of 
proceeding, at all events and ri&s. would 
have c~rtainly born da~c IN'ith mou pfi> 
poety from a cell in a mad-houfe, .lbaa 

from 



froM a btofet, which ought to be reiped:ed. 
as the fanduary of wifdom. If the com ... 
manders then, who muft know on what 
inteHigen'Ce and advice the plan wis oria.. 
gionally founded; (however it came to be 
ooepted by the highcil authority) ih the 
gall of their difappointment, at being fent 
00 [lieft an errand, had even taken the li· 
betty to treat thofe orders not indeed al 
quite ridiculous, but only ab better to 
have been [pared for their being fo jm~ 
praCl:icable, of w hleh they were happily 
for this nation, and themfe1ves left the 
judges; there could not, methinks, have 
been any great ha.rm in it, even though 
none of them were counfdlors of (tate, or 
bed not left a low pofl: in the army in the 
afpiring views of becomine; fo, in the fafer 
courfe of !lung by parliamentary com
paigns, or the wordy warfare of oppoft
tiOft. 

Difdaining too all petty cavils, I wave 
what advantages might be dr~wn from 
Pwt L' Orten! being faffered to fiand in 
flu: initrudions to the general, thaug& 
tm,.t place was known to be unattackablc, 
-am! it ~maining uncancelIcd, was replt-

G 2 fented 
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iented as a hardfhip on the coDunander. 
(See Proceed. p.61. and I06.) This it 
{eerns was over-ruled, though probably it 
would have been more exact, confequently 
more in the ftyle of bufmefs, in an affair 
of fo {olemn and momentous a nature, 
to have complied with the motion for 
leaving it out. But let it go for a com
panion to the famous letter by the Viper-
1100p. 

• • HavIng now, Sir, gone through the 
points I thought moil: required an anfwer 
and purely to avoid too great a tedioufnefs, 
paffed by many, in which I am however 
far from acquiefing, I might here prg... 
rerly conclude this letter, and the fame 
18 in faCt concluded as to its principal ob
jefr, the expedition. But my gratitude 
for the pleafure you gave me (p. 64-.) to 
find there is one man at leaft in Britain 
whofe heart is, or feems to be fufceptible 
of tender feelings. " For the diftrefs and 
" dif~race of this country," ccntinues the 
pen In my hand, whether I will or not. 
I cannot quit it, (though you may this let
teE, if you are tired with it) without ftat
iDg my {entiments of the c::aufe of that diC-

order 
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order you lament, and of the only glimpte 
of chance for a cure that appears to me. 
For I am not thoroughly fath,fied, but 
that where paft indolence may have in
vited that perdition, we have long (een 
jogging on towards US~ a mif-governed 
wrong-headed aCtivity muft bring it OIl 

upon the Cpur. 

If to bad heads or bad hearts, or to a 
complication of both, for they are feJdom 
feen entirely feparate, our prefent wretche4 
fiate may juftly be imputed, the too too 
rational defpair of our emergence out of 
it, is owing to, if poffible, yet a worfe 
caufe, that prodigious infenfibility of the 
nation, to its greatell and moll [acred in .. 
~erefts) that fo deplOl ably lie a bleed
mg. 

So ftupid, fa even treafonable an un
concern, one would however be tempted 
to think incredible, if to, what every day 
paffes before our eyes, the whole ftream 
of hiftory did not join its force of demon
ftration. Search all its records and you 
will hardly find a lingle inftance of the. 
fall, efpecially) of a free flate, that was 

not 



n6t predtely owing to the grofs indolence 
of thbfe very perfons who had the greateft 
imereft in its prefervation and proiperity : 
'Who yet were wanting to the.r COllntry,. 
'Wanting to thernfelves, in not taking ef
fectual and timely meafures againll the 
penaicious deflgns of thtir foreign ene
mies, or to flop the ruinous (.ui'ecr of 
domefiic ones. 

This torpor of the mind it is) which 
whether brought on hy corruption, or bred 
and nurfed by cffeminating luxury, or by 
a mixture of both, gives the reajon, and 
mark~ the epoch of the declenfion of fo 
many of thofe ftates, of which there now 
remains nothing but the empty found of 
a name. Rome) Carthage, Athens, ulti .. 
mately peri!hed from no other cau[e than 
the Cupine acquiefcence of the bulk of 
their refpeCtive communitie'3, in the 
fumes, pa{fions and vices of their leading 
mell. 

If we turn our eyes on the prof~ of
lered us, by our country, nothing is cafier 
to trace) than the prefent ruinous fittte of 
things, to the fame original c:tufe, It is 

but 
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but too vitible an one; the extream negli
gence of thofe whofe honor, interefi: and 
filfety demanded [0 contrary a conduct:. 
Who yet contented themfelves with re
maining p3.ffive fpeCl:ators of this long 
feries of blunders and itnpolicy, of whicb 
not to have fOlefeen the confequences 
fuch a<; they are, l11uft be as great a re
proach to their underfiandings, as their 
not joming to prevent them, mufl: be to 
their lpl! it, or to their fenfe of duty to their 
country and to themfelves. 

But \\ hat rend, rs fuch an indolence 
yet more incxcufable, is the egregious 
worthlefmefs of the adverfaries thofe 
would have had to encount~r, who, dear 
of all p:nty-fplrit, {lIouId have united 
purely on the pnnciples of preferving and 
defendmg their country. 

Thefe adverfaries may be divided intQ 
two claifes, which, however. occafionally 
different, may be pronounced exaCtly the 
fame at bottom. 

The :tirft, fuch as were in the aCtu~l 
potreulOn of power, and who, whether 

through 
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through incapacity of better judgment, or 
through that corrupt,; and always difloyal 
concurrence to unnational meafures, 
which might be prefcribed to them as the 
{ole tenure of their offices, facrificed 
their country fo much in vain to another, 
whofe evidently greateft intereft was, that 
it fhould not be facrificed to it. 

In the fecond, and furely not the much 
more refpetl:able dafs of the two, might 
be ranked tho[e, who being out of power,. 
were not afhamed in their eagernefs to get 
into it, of profaning the {acred term of 
patriotifm, and of preffing it into the (er
vice of dirty felf-interefi, or private am
bition. Such, however, is the force of 
that word, or of its equivalents, that 
even the frequency of the detecbon of 
their being no more than empty founds, 
or the hackneyed language of pretext and 
fdfithne(s, has not been able to fiale their 
effed:, or to rob them of the popularity 
annexed to the employ of them. Thefe 
terms of aI t then, for fuch they literally 
were) under favor of a fmoak of zeal, 
ami of petulant inveCtive tragically de ... 
cJ.timed, pailing for all that is great and 

pro-



profound in oratory, and appearing to bf! 
attacks on the fortrefs of power, matked 
the oblique lines of approach, that were 
to produce the opening the gates to thefe 
mock-bCifiegers. But whether the admif
fion of them was volunt.ary, or forced by 
conjunCtures, or by the befieged being 
tired with the galling of their fire, certain 
it is that the nation was not OIle jot thcr 
better for their fuccefs, or for its having
lent its name to their attack: for either 
very congenially and kindly inc.orporating 
with the old garrifon, or rather relieving 
than dlfarming it; their country faw anc;l 
felt, that whatever change there might be 
of men, there was none of maxim~ or mea ... 
fures, at leaft, for the better; and the 
truth is, that by thofe who kntw them 
beft, no better was or could be expeeted. 

Certainly then, there never was any 
thing fa formidable in thofe, or in all par .. 
ties whatever, feparated or united, as to 
deter thofe Englifhmen yet uninfeCted 
with their corruption, folly or falfity, frolQ 
interpofiog in behalf of their country 
againfl: the fatal eifetb of them. Their 
nOl1fenfe ~uJd not be fuppofed to be abo 

H common 
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common nonfenfe of the nation; and not 
being fo, howeafy would it be to kindle 
tip a fpirit; and what fpirit i not that of 
a further [chifm, but of a cordial union 
'Of all true well-wilbers to their country, 
againft all who lhould oppefe the ref cue 
of it out of its prefent growing dill:refs.. 
What could withftand fucb a caufe, pur ... 
fued with the zeal it deferves with all the 
laws of God and man on its fide ~ laws, 
of which even that great one of [elf-pre
fervation, is not the greateft, fince that of 
refioring the national honor frands in .. 
eluded in the attempt. 

Circumftanced as things are, can there 
be any fo blind as not to fee the neceBity 
bf this noble and virtuous union, or feeing 
it, fuch traitors to their country and to 
their own interefts; or fo abandoned to 
lloth and jndolence, as not inftandy to 
concur to the promotion of it ? 

On fuch an union taking place we 
fuould fee the public meafurcs replaced 
Em a national bafis, and aU the lines of 
deUberation and execution drawn to their 
ktng-forgotten centre, the true good of 

this 
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this counttv'; and thofe alone would be 
" conudered as enemies to it who 1hould fet 

their faces to obftruCt it. They, it would 
be, that would themfelves be treated a6 

vifionaries, who ihould know fo little of 
the trueBritifh fpirit, as to fuppofe it, efpe
ciallywhen thu~ rouzed al) it ll1uft now txt, 
in~apable of JJroducing fuch a falutary 
UDJ.on. 

Com~red to which, when compre
hending as it would do, the whole pow~ 
and achvity of the community, how pet~, 
and how contemptible mufi appear all the 
felfilh cabals of particular families or fac
tions, who in their rage of engroffing that 
power to which they are Co unequal, 
think it an injury done to them, if inneaU 
of ferving their country, their country 
is not fuffered to [erve them, 

Neither would the oppofition, that fuch 
as they could make t.Q that political rege
neration, which would reduce them to 
.their .original nothiRgnefs of power as well 
as of charaCter, deferve the name of an 
QPpoiition. It could, .tr Plo.ft, pals for ~ 
madne1S, that would juftify the tying theat 

H z hands 
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hands up from doing further mi(chief to 
the nation and themfelves. Their ftrug
gles would be even a jeft, infiead of a dif
couragement, to {uch as, in the firength 
of fuch a caufe, would refolutc1y under
take them. For, in fact, what are all 
the proofs they have hitherto attempted 
to give of ability or vigor, been, but mat
ter of pity and 'ridicule, when confidered 
with an eye of the leafi penetration or dif
cernment? Contempt is, however, un
doubtedly their due, and that is a debt as 
cary as it is jufi: to pay them. For, in 
faCt, what fear can there be of mifiaking 
as to them, or of danger from them, un-

-Iefs of not defpifing them as much as they 
'deferve? Even in the cafe of any preva
lence of theirs againft their opponents, 
the (corn of them could only be increafed 
by the reflexion of the indignity of fueh 
a prevalence. Hard indeed would it be, 
if fueh as could never make any ufe of 
the power' intrufted with them by their 
country, to the leafi: hurt of its eneinies, 
~ould be only armed with it effcttually 
againfi its friends ; an~ of being.friends to 
thi~' (:ountry" there can [caree exifi a 

ftronger 
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fironger proof than the wifhing it out of 
their power to do it farther harm; nor is 
this wiili even an unfriendly one to them
felves, Lince their own private intereft, in 
the common fate of the nation, is mani
femy included in it. 

It is not, however, from thore who are 
congeniallyfatisfied with the prefent courfe 
of things, from their hopes or views to 
come into play on the foot of that com
plaifance, or acquiefcence, that the nation 
can exppct its redemption. From there, 
if they were but honefl: enough to fpeak 
out, one might anticipate an anfwer, 
fomething in the fpirit of that given by 
one of the great men of Java, to thofe 
who were urging him to join in fuppre1f
ing a band of robbers (with whom, by 
the bye, he ufed to iliare the plunder), as 
a rrtea(ure etrential to the good of his 
country; (C ~ell them Jo/' {aid the great 
man, frankly, cc who htrVe the good of their 
if country at heart; for may I perifh if I 
cc have." 

As little good may be expeCted from 
thofe wliofe conftitutional flothJ or, with 

leave 
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leave for the fxprefrlOO, whofe innate rvis 
ilfErtite is proof agaiafr all the motives of 
rumor, or even 'Of what one wou14 Una..., 
sine dearer to them, felf-prefervation; 
yet, if it might not too much !hock thefe 
men of eaCe, to urge to them any thing of 
fo rough a nature as ReafoD. againfl: the 
grain of velvet-indolence, they might, in 
favor even of that fupream good of theirs, 
Eafe, be reolinded, that its being loft and 
deftroyed, in the confequences of a general 
wl-eck, is far from being impoffible. 

This epidemic indolence, however, it 
is, which is not only an enemy to action, 
but tends to propagate a general aud fatal 
blindnefs, in matters of the higheil: con
cern, to every individual of the nation. 
It begets, ill thofe infeCted with it, an 
avedion to thought, as an invader of their 
quiet, efpeciall y when they have a fort of 
c9nf~fed. pre-rlGtion, through the power
ill inilinB: of truth, that the refult of an 
~xamination will not be agreeable to their 
favorite prejudices. Prejudioees that iball 
have been infufed into them by fuch as 
¥ 'Ul intercfr to millead them by falfe 
lights2" Qf ratha: to keep them in utter 

2 dark:. .. 
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darkneB. In this, tbe4" mif-leaders ato 
greatly favored by the nature of indolence 
itfelf;. it being natural for chofe inclined to 
fleep,. and to thofe who would lull them to 
it, fb lhut out their com mon difturber, tho 
light of truth. Thence tOd, the fo fre
q~ent adminiflration of political opiates,. 
which mcrea(e the difeaLe, whi1i1: they 
fiupify the (enfe of it. and doCe the patient 
into perdition. 

But, if from charalters of this lethargic 
turn the nation has little fuccor to hope, 
in times, when the utmoft vigilance and 
activity could not be too much againfl: that 
alert enemy at our gates, w hofe motlbns 
will be ooly quickened by our fiowth J 
neither can there a much greater depen .. 
denc:e be reafonably had on thofe whofe 
little beads arc fo engrotred by trifles, as to 
have no room left in them for any thing 
that is great) noble, or fpirited. 

Many ofthefe however deferve great pity; 
they are what they arc, conftitutionally. 
It would per.haps be even cruel to rob them 
of tbat: tatW. of theiu fee .every thing rhal '. 
futile and filly, fince nature has made 

them 
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them capable of nothing e1fe. Take from 
wmbers of them their joy, and plume of 
pridein a tawdry equipage ; their race-hodes, 
dogs and flatterers; their keennefs of com
potition for who {ball he king of the but ... 
~iei ,on a birth-day, and other the like 
fublime points of their delight or occupa
tion; what would YOIl leave them, bllt a 
dreadful voice of exifteoce there would be 
no filling up? organized as their head$ are 
for the reception of nothing but refufe
tnth, whilfi their hearts 4re too rotten .. 
foft for receiving and retaining the fair Un
pretrrons of virtue or honor. 

But even theCe, if they could be brought 
to a fenfe of their truefi: intereft, would, 
for their own fakes, for the fake, in iliort, 
'9f preferving that property which enables 
them to indulge themfelves in all their in
bpjd rote of djffiparjoD, and forniihes them 
the materials of parade with which their 
moft"miferable vanity is fo humbly facif· 
tied J yes! even thefe ought to with for 
{ach a change of fyftem, as might aUow,Qf 
lome ,hopes of averting tbe ,florm that 
tbreatePi to involve them all in the~ 
hIlruin. 

This 
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This contideration too. one would think, 
might give an alarm even to a certain vete
rail" camp,. where there bas been long hung 
out a flag of defiance to the common (enfe 
of mankind; and where it is impoffiblc Co 
decide which prevails moa, the {pirit o£ 
rapine, or the infection of duJndS. There 
it is, that nonfenfe and folly receive as a 
favor, what fcnfe and taae would fp~ 
if proffered; an admiffion into clubs, 
which requires at lcaft as much intereft to 
obtain, as a {eat in the {enate. In that 
rookery, it is tHat, the greateft and moll 
facred interei'l:s of the nation have often 
been regulated over a card-table, or a dice
box, or at beft, in the intervals, fnatch
ed with regret from the only ferioue 
occupation there, that of unmercifully ~
Jagiog one another. And, to fay the trUth, 
the face of affairs did not bely the nature of 
the time allotted to them, the manDer of 
their digeftion, nar the place whence they 
had dated. Even, at this day perhaps, 
that receptacle of gamefters and ftatefmcn 
outvics the prefent m-t-r-l dolct in 
point of extenfive influence and !olidity of 
power, though to do it jufticc, it has not 

1 yet 
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yet indeed p'rOOatea any thing eqaal fo the 
~t Expedition. 

Thdfe then, \\'btl yet tttain a claim to' 
tfre name of Ertglifhmen, a name once 
J1ever arr6ciated btrt with the ideas of the 
higbdl honor, of couTage, of {pirit, and 
2nd in ffiort of every thing that is great and, 
dtrmabTe amongft mankind, never could 
ddire- an occaBon more worthy of a juft' 
:tmi VittUOD~ ambition, than the pretent 
dnc of fiepping forth; and, before it fS too 
late, effeCtually taking in band, the caufe
of thls much injured and long deferred coun· 
try. Who filould defend it, if they betray 
6r fart it? or where is there in the known 
1JVorld, that country {o well worth def~nd
ihg a'S th~? let them confirler too, that 
there is nothing of an affeCtation of gloorni .. 
Qrls or exagcration in painting tho prof
~a: of ruin, as imminent and inevitable, 
uulefs averted by immediate counter
altion and negotiations. There plainly 
ap'pears but one alternative j that of a bloody 
War, or of an ignominious ruinous peace . 
.Between thefe two courfes, there is no 
middle one; and it is not hard to decide~ 
for which of them it i&, that a true Englilh-

man 



man will declare. It will alfo not appear 
a propofition very difficult to grant, that 
for the Britiih Genius to foar once more to 
its antient heigth, it mull: firil be freed 
from all thofe fetters of foreign inte:refts, 
corruption, folly, and futility, that have fo 
long kept it chained down groveling in the 
dirt. Not forgetting withal, that jf inac
tion mull: be granted highly pernicious, it 
can, however, hardly be more fa, than 
an unadvifed, or mifdireCkd aClivity. 

Here, Sir, I conclude, and if there is 
any part of the foregoing has offended you, 
or can offend anyone in the charaCter of a 
true Englithman, I am heartily forry for it, 
forry for myfdf: nothing could be lefs my 
intention. As to thofe w hum partial at
tachment, weak prejudice) or the firo,lg 
byafs of intereft, fubject to an invincible 
prepoffeffion; it is for themfelves that I am 
forry; and efpecial1y, for fa far as this 
country may, or mull be affeCted by their 
error. 

lam, 

SIR, 

rOIl"!, &c. 



L 61 1 

A P PEN D I X, 
I N 

ANSWER 

TO TH E 

Monitor of the 2 I ft January, 1758. 

T HE not having [een the Monitor 
till the foregoing lheets were 

finilhed and rent to the prefs) hindered 
my including in them my anfwer to it. 
On perufal of it, however, I judged this 
appendix, the more neceffary for the 
good opinion in which that paper de
fervedly frands with the public. The 
fpirit that animates it, is fa palpably that 
of juftice to this country, that I cannot 
but refpeCt it, even where it may be, I do 
not fay actually is, in an error. But, how
ever different our fentiments may be in 
this or any other point, I defy him t() 
willi the caufe he has undertaken to de-

fend 



[ 6: ] 

fend more fuccefs than I do, if the jufiice 
of it deferves it,· and I DOpe he 'would 
not himfclf with it on any other footing ... 

That the report of the board of enquiry 
was ineffectual, I entirely agree with him. 
If he even underftands it, Vf can but 
guefs at its drift or meaning, it is lIlorc 
than I pretend to do. The moft I could 
m.ue of it was, that it was fomething in 
the nature of the (ptcial ~erdit1.of a petty
jury, that leaves the matter of the india ... 
ment to the decifion of the judges. 

As to the nnanirgous acquittal patTed 
'by the court martial, which makes -the 
great objea: of the Monitor's 'Complaint, 
that the commanders of the expedition 
were not delivered up to a pub/ie executi-
11'1, for not lefs do the motto and tenor 
of that paper import; I o\\'n) after per
nfing the proceeding~ of thgt court, with 
theutmoft attention, that I do not fee what 
other fentence could >pafs, unlefS the 
meMbers of it £ould hllve thought the fa
ettifrce of the lives of thore gentlemen, a 
compliment due to the wifdom of the mi
nlAer) a faorifice of which they deferved 

the 



~ IdS to he the victims, for tbeir hav
ing fpared to·this country, fa vain an one, 
as that would have been of its troops in
trufted to their conduct. Or was nothing 
but their blood' to atone for their having 
trufted their own fenfes, in defiance Of 
what the admirers of the projection of the 
plan might think or fay, and for having 
obeyed his Majeftis commands who fo 
evidently conftituted them the judges ()[ 
its practicability? Or were they, in com
plaifance to' an information of which the 
defectivenefs could not efcape them, e[pe
<:ially when they had already found fa 
rn~ny parts of it directly ja!fe, to proceed 
upon the uncertainty of two or three ifs. 
not one of whit;h made fcarce a poffibility, 
to engage their forces beyond a power of 
retreating, in cafe of the repulfe they had 
not a fingle reafon not to befpeak, and a 
thoufand to be fure of it. 

The 1\1. 'exc1aims againfl: the u[e ofleni
tives in failures of military duty, wIth great 
juffice, no doubt, on his fide. But in this 
cafe, it is plain, the c':lmmander fpurncd 
the thuught 'Of owing any favor to them: 
and, at leaft, as to his part, it is not eveW' 

quite 



quite fair to upbraid him with his having 
tq.e benefit of them, when he previoufiy 
and folemnly difdained it. 

The M. fays, that, on this occafion, 
"The enemies of the government feize 
cc the opportunity to (pread inunuations 
" againft the propriety and practicability 
" of the meafure." And why not the 
friends of it? Is it then become a criterion 
of loyalty J to believe that the minifter 
could not commit a miftake, and that it 
is better to put half a dozen innocent 
gentlemen to an ignominious death, rather 
than that his infallibility fuould be quef
tioned? Or is ~e government to ftand or 
fall, according to the notion that {hall pre
vail of it. 

If it is notorious, cc That there is a 
" lurking faCtion, which labored hard to 
" carry their point in the court-m.artial." 
Let infamy attend that faction, it defervcs 
it. But what is that to the c0lllmander 
of the expedition, who, it is plain, ~ver 
refted the iffue of his caufe upon either 
faCtion, intrigue at favor, but purely on 
~ jufiice of it ? His defence is before the 

public, 
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public, and above all, that great and eC
lential part of it, produced by his accuf
ers themfelves, the intelligence on which 
the plan itfelf was founded, and which if 
the bdJ, as the M. fiyles it, then certainly 
bad was the beft, for it contains, except 
the memorial ()f the forces, nothing but 
that information of Col. CI- fo evidently 
vague and defea:.ive as to the fortifications; 
and as to the acceffibility of the place fo 
lniferably fupplemented, by the pilot 
Thierry's dcpofition, even admitting it 
had been a true ane, whereas~ in faCt, it 
proved falfc in the moil: e1Tcntial points, 
when it came to the tria1. Yet, fays the 
M. Sir Edward lIawke recommended 
Thien y to the favor of the Mi nifler. He 
did fo; but review the dcpnfitioll of Sir 
Edward Hawke, and it will appear why 
he did fo. The man had behaved bravely 
on board the Magnanime at the taking of 
the Fort of Aix, and was hearty and wil
ling in the fervicc, .:nd Sir Ed\vard's great 
humanity made him think he deferved 
encouragement, at leafi for his good in
tentions, and in favor of them, ex-cured 
that ignorance of his. of which he [peci6~s 
two or thtee proofs. 
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The truth is, that on board the whole 
fleet, they had not a tingle pilot that knew 
any thing, of the navigation of the river 
Charente. Thierry was undoubtedly the 
heft they had, and him, Sir Edward H. 
calls cc very ignorant:' But was that the 
fault of any of the commanders? 

TheRejlexions at which theM. is pleafed 
to cavil, he fays are made up of remnants. 
I do not clearly underftand what is meant 
by remnants; but he is certainly right 
if he means by them, particular parts 
picked out of the report it[elf on the en
quiry, with the comments that occurred to 
the writer on them. The vague reports 
which are objeCl:ed to him, he gives only 
as fuch, nor oppofcs them in the Ieafl: to 
the intelligence of the government; it is 
on the foot of that intelligence he reafons. 
If he mentions the other) it is purely to 
juftify the opinion lome had of the expe
dition the moment its deftination was 
known. The Monitor calls the French 
miJi6a " a phantom, or at le:lil the inven
t, ~;on of a frenchified genius to deter 
(( England from attempting to cut out 
" work for thecomm.on enemy of Europe 

" on 
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" on their own coaft. " All of this but 
the militia's being his own invention, that 
writer confeffes to be true;. He heartily 
too willies it was but a phantom, or that 
we had but {uch a {olid body of militia to 
oppote to that phantom. As to the deter
ring England from any attempts on the 
cc,aft of France, it would have been a 
great expenee, and not a little ridicule 
{pared to it, if it had been deterred in 
time, from this laft one. That nothing 
under an army of force enough to at
tempt the conqueft of France, can mate
rially hurt it, many have faid, and that 
for a felf-evident reafon. All its mar~
time places worth attacking require a re
gular fiege, and what ('an form a fiege 
with any hopes of fuccefs, unlefs an army 
fufficient to oppofe the French ORe that 
would come to its relief? Is there any 
thing in this fo obviQUS conclufion that 
implies a frenchified genius? Or that 
does not rather [peak the plain Englilh
man, who would willi the prevention of 
his country's blood and treafure, from be
ing vainly and ridiculoufly )aviihed, or its 
referving them for more prallicable entet
prifes 1 

K:z That 
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That bold {hokes in war are highly 
~ommendable, and that even defpera~e 
attempts have oftener faved than ruined 
nations, experience and hifiory concur to 
eftablilh. The more hazardous the un
dertaking. confequently the "more honor ... 
able it is, but that can never [uppo{e 
a madnefs fo blind, as that of having no 
certainty at all of the ftrength of the ene
my's forces, nor no knowledge of the 
place to be attacked. Will the greatefi: 
advocate for the plan fay there was? 
That be~ intelligence furnifhed by the 
lift of the troops, only concluder; with a 
fuppofition, which were it even a probable 
one, is at heft but a fuppofition, contra
dicted by infinitely ftronger ones, on the 
(pot; and as to the fiate of the ftrength 
of the town, if one may believe Col. 
Cl.- who certainly would not exaggerate 
them: to have marched up an army of 
eight or ten thoufand men, nine or ten 
miles at leafi, into that alarmed country, 
to view thofe works of it) of which he 
or~~ey knew fo little, and lee if an 
efc~ade could carry them, where there 
was no fuch thing as, ,a furprife to favor,it, 
~p witlwut artiUeryl' on failUl; of that, 

to 



to have at leaft a chance for fucceeding 
by a fiege, and that too, depending on an
other fuppofition, that the French could 
not come down with an infinitely fuperior 
force, to cut off' a retreat, muil have been 
a meafure of wllich not t ... , fee the match
lefs abfurdity and folly, or to impute it to 
a general as a fault the not having proceed
ed in it, is one more melancholy proof of 
the prevalence of prejudice and party fpirit, 
over all the powers of common fenfe, and 
common randor. Had fuch an enterprize 
proceeded from any of the minificr's com
petitors, none of which, by the by, I mean 
to infinuate are preferable to him, what 
a flood of [corn and ridicule would not 
have been poured out upon them? fa true 
it is that popularity, no matter how gamtd 
or merited, will acquit of any thing. 

Nay there would even on this oecahon 
be great jufiice in the popularity of the 
meafure at leaft, if but on account of its 
prefumable good intention, if it was not 
fo much at the expenee of [0 many in
nocent gentlemen who were demanded 
as th~ facrifices to. it; whofe fate is fure ... 
ly hard to h"ve their reputation, which 

z to 



[ 70 ] 

to {oldiers efpecially, ought to be dearer 
than their lives, called into quefrion upon 
i point which is itfelf no queftion at all. 

The M. too feems greatly to miftake, 
not the meaning indeed of the word Coup
de-maio, for in that he is tolerably clear, 
but its having been attempted to take fanc
tuary under the definition of that military 
term. For furely nothing can be more 
plainagamjl the commanders than the ex
tenfion of it by fir John Ligonier, to even 
an operation in the courfe of a regular 
fiege, fuch as that of Bergen-op-zoom, or 
of Fort St. Philip. Sir John's advice then 
was far from countenancing the return of 
the troops, before they lhould have fat 
down before it, and even tried the fiege 
for fome time. But what do the com
manders fay? (C The furprize on which 
II -the only chance OT} making a vigorous 
cc impreffion, or a coup-de-main, call it 
Ire which you pleafe, was evidently ov.er j 

cr and as to fitting down before it,.we had 
,e no artillery. Our plan adrilitted of 
" J1~.J) 

The 
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The fafety of the B:tfque-r~ad was not 
it feerns fo much as known 'till fir Edward 
himfelf made the experiment of it. 'rbit 
is one more proof how defective his prior 
informgtion had been, which at leafl: fop
pofed the taking the fort of Aix [0 necef
fary a preliminary. 

" The {hare is faid to be inacceffibleJ~ 
(fays the M.) but whoever {aid fo befide? 
both land and rea officers plainly dec1arethe 
contrary, and built on it the refolution of 
landing the troops, to proceed againft that 
fort Fouras, which had been evidently 
proved inacceffible by [ea. Why did they 
then retraCt that refolution? becaufe they 
foand that that mea[ure, which they 
had refolved on, purely from their ardent 
willi and defire to do fomething of fervice 
to their country, and of damage to the 
enemy, before they came away, after the 
main point had been formally given up, 
was not one jot the more addfable, for its 
appearing fa praCticable. They might in
deed have got on iliore, but only in fuch 
divifionsJ and with fuch probability of ef
feCtual oppofition, tbat, fuch an objea as 
the fort Fouras, andit was their only one, 

could 
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could by no means have juilified the r11k. 
Sir Edward Hawke, who was fo far from 
giving his opinion that the troops iliould 
110t land at all, that he urged the necef
fity of it, wa5 however fatisfied that fort 
Fouras was become of no confequence to 
troops landing in Chatellailon bay; and as 
no other object appeared worth landing 
for, either to Sir Edward Hawke, who 
wifhed it fo much, or to the other com
manders; what could they do but come 
away? for as to Rochefort, all of them had 
concurred in the opinion of its being not 
to be thought of more. And furely if the 
admirals were not judges enough of land
operations, to give a thorough weight to 
tha~ their councurrence, at leaft being on 
the fpot, their common fenfe could not be. 
inferior to that of men equally unikilledJ 

who have at a diilance fo fanguinely con
demned that refolutjon to return. And 
as to the court-martial,compofed of gentle .. 
men of the army) whore military profeflion 
made them at leafr judges of the matter, 
they have unanimoufly approved it. But 
jf the {ea officers are ignorant, and the 
land 'vnes partial, from whence can g 

judgment be admitted? or are none fit ~o 
pafi 
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pafs and impofe one on the public, but 
the admirers of the plan ? 

There is in the (aid M. a very invidious 
refleaion on that infinuation which he ayles 
" ,'ague and farcaftical, evafive and falIa
cC cious," of the fleet's bemg wanted on 
more confiderable Cervice, and efpecially 
to watch the return of the expeOed fleets 
from Louiibourg and Martinico. But, 
furely, the little or nothmg that obvioufly 
remained to be done againft Fourcls, was 
not an objeCt for keeping the fleet longer 
upon that coafr. It could not be worfe 
to let it at hberty to proceed on important 
and real fervice, than to detain it in fruit .. 
lefe attendance on an imaginary one. 

As to that great pretended informt\lity 
d' fuppreffion of the minute~ of the couA
cil of the 28th; all that appears to [olve it, 
is, that the great point of the expedition 
againft Rochefort being over, they did not 
deign to do fo minute and inconfiderable 
an objcCl: as F ouras, the honor of holding a 
council about it. At leaft, there does not 
appear the ihadow of any ill-defign or un
fair. dealing being aff'Jgnable to the unani
mous refolutions of the commanders, for 

L m 
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no minutes to be taken of that part of th'tit 
procedure, to the infigni&ance of which, 
the report on the Enquiry has done but 
jufiice, and of which diemfclves Were 
probably confcious and a iliamed , though 
they had fuffered their judgment to be car
ried away by their eagem:efs to db at leaft 
fomething; or by what is yet a greater re· 
proach to them, the fear of that unpopu. 
larity, they ought to have had the courage 
to dcfpifc, finee they might be fure of not 
defervmg it. 

The M. concludes with a kind of 
threat of a parlIamentary enqniry into every 
part of this tranfattion. I fancy, if the 
commanders have any fear at.all about it~ .it 
is of its not taking place. Of this, 1 am fure, 
they could not but be greatly obliged to the 
intereft or influence that,{bIDuld promote ~ 

Injured, cruelly injured -as they have 
been by the popular clam<Dl' fa unfairly ex
cited againfi them, the reprefentatives of 
the people would, probably, even but on 
the prmciples of common humanity and 

.jWl:ice, grant them all the repacatian in 
their power, or that they LhouJd be found 

to 
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GENERAL COURT- MARTIAL 

H E L D 

At the HORSE-GuARDS on Friday the 7th, and 
continued by feveral AdJournalents to Monday 
the 24th of March 1760; 

AND 0 F 

A GENERAL COURT-MARTIAL held at the HORSE'" 

GUARDS on 'Tue/day tLe 25tb of March, and conti
nued b ftveral Adjournments to Saturday the 5tll 
of Aprtl 1;60, 

UPON THE TRIAL OF 

LORD GEORGE SACK17ILLE. 

: . 
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,~ for Ii. MULAR, in the Strand. 
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"'ARRANT 
FOR HOLDING A 

GENERAL COURT-MARTIAL 

For the T R I A L of 

LORD GEORGE SACKVILLE. 

GEORGE R. 

W HER E A S Vl e were plc:lfed, by Our Com
million dated all the thirty-lirft Day of Oflo

bey, One thoufand feven hundred and nhy.elghr, to 
appoint George Saekvtlle Efquire, commonly called 
Lord Gelrge Sadmlle, then a Lieutenant-general m 
Our Service, to be Commandt:r in Chief at all Our 
BritrJh Forces, as well Harre as FOOL, then ferving 
on the Lower RIJ1I,e in Our Army affembkd, Or l0 be 
afi"emblt'd there under the Command of Our good 
Coufin PI ineL Ferdmand of Brun.fJ)uk, Commander in 
Ctllef of Our fud Army, tnjDIDJng and reqlllring him 
the [aid Lord George Sackvtlle to obey fueh Ordtrs 
and Dlrectioni as lhouJd be given him by the [aid 
Pnnce Ferdmand, or fuch other Perfon as might here
aftc .... be Commander in Chief of out [ald Army, ac.r
cording to the Rules of War: AND WHEIP:AS We 
were pleafed by Our Infi:ruct,ons, under Out Sign Ma
nual, beanof, Date the fame thirty-firft Day of OOober 
One thoufand feven hundred and fifty. eight, to direchhe 
fald Lord Gcorge Sa~lt1iille conftantly to put in Ic.xecLl
tion fueh Orders as he ll!ight r't'ceive from Our [aid 
aood Coulin Prince Ferdrnand of Brunf".'tck, Of luch 
~th~' Perfon as mIght hereafter be Commander in 

A 2 Chief 
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to qeferve. At I~ there can be no doubt 
of fteLf clearly afcovering, " \\ hether it 
~as an imptl;1icable or unadvijeahle 
" fcheme of theMiniJlry, or the had con
ce duB of thofe entrufied with the execu
" !lOn of his Mjdly's commands," which 
has brought tlt nativn into the preftnt 
difgrace. 

FIN I S. 



[ .. ~ 
Chid .f aur laid Army, accoJdiJ1g ~tt1tQltj M 
War, with regard to marching, co ~n~'~hing, 
attacking the Enemy, and all Operat pAS Wh~1oeVf.r 
to be undertaken by our faid Troops, 1 lURE
A S We were infurmed that the raid Lord Getf .e Sack.
'Ville hath dlfobeyed the Orders of the faid Prmce Fer· 
dinai,d, which Charge We thmkmg fit !hould be en
quired into by a General Court-martial, did, by Our 
Wad ant, bearing Date the twenty-fixth Day of Ja
nuary Ian, order that a Gf'oeral Court-Martiallhould 
be furthwlth held upon that Occafion, which was to 
conGn of Our trul~y and well beloved Rzchard QT/jlow 
Lieuteoant-GenerJ) of Our Forces, whom we did ap· 
pOint [0 be Prdid,·nt thtrcof, and of Our Trufty ~nd 
W.:11 beloved f.enry Pulteney, Sir Charles Ho'U'ara 
KnIght of .he Buth, John llt/Jke, 'John Campbell, Our 
Right Trllfty .. 0' l Well-beloved Counfdlor John Lord 
D~ J.tlwarr, Our Trufty and Wdl-bdcved 1ames 
Cb&1111cndel>l, lames 0tuart, Our Right Trtlfty and 
\~, e!1 belovtd Coufin IPtI/1[1r!1 Earl of Pa1J'l'}'Jure, Oljr 
Trufty and Vvell belovld U'tl!u:m K,rr cummonly 
CJlled F,arl of /inc,am. Our HIght T,ufty and WeJl
beloved c..oufm H'/ll,am Earl ot Harrzn:;trm, OurTrufty 
and W C"'1l-beJ{;\'t'd James ./Jbeuromty, Our Right 
Trull.y and \Vell- beloved COl'fin Gcmge Earl of dl
bemarle, Our Trufl:y and Wtll uc.:lovcd FranCIS Letgh
trm LltLlt,_nant-GeneJ:l) Our Trufty anJ Well-belov
ed Edu'ard Can, Our H. ght Ttl1(1.y and Well b~lo<l
e 1 Cou(]n 'rhom.ls .t,drl ot EjJmgh m, Our Trul1:y and 
Well-h·loved R, bert Ruh, and fJ',i1;am Beif()l'd, Ma
jor-Gent:r.+'ls 0: oLlr Forces; all ()t whom, or the fam 
pccfident together wHh any twelve or mOle of the faid 
O~~ rnlgl'~ conlhtute the faid General (ourt
rmrtiall 'VV.4.lch fad Gtnerd) Court Martial hath met, 
~llt bath no~ yt~ cxamlOtd any \\ ltneifes: AND 
W;:IEREAS jt hath been fin(:e .tt:..,refented that the faid 
P,efident Lieu'enant-General RidJ,prd OfijkW ham 
been taken fuddenly Ill, and is unable to~ttend: AlITU 
WH'ER~ AS, If others ot the faid Members 1b~ld- ~ 
unavOldable AccIdents be prevtnttd from atttnding. 

there 
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a (uSidenc Number to compote a 

Mirfi)l, OUR WJLL ANt) IlLEASl/1U 

d hereby direct, thJt the Gener.!1 Court 
(or th Trial of the faid Lord Ceorge Spch"II, 

do co l ur Trufly ~nd Well-bdoved Sir Lear/Is 
H(J1lJa night of the Bath, whom We do hereby ap .. 
poine to be Prefidenc thereof, and of Our Ttufty and 
Well-beloved J0/';'" Httjke, John Campbetl, Our Right 
Trolly and Well-beloved Counfellor John Lord Dela
warr, Our Tru fry and We ll·be loved James Cho{11Jondeley, 
James Stuart, our Right Trufty and Well-beloved Cou
Ctn WIlliam Earl of Panmlffc, Our Truf1:y and Well
beloved Wllbam Kerr commonly calltd Earl of A?1cram, 
Our Right Trufty and Well-beloved Coulin We/lam 
Earl of Harr112J',ton, Our Trufty and Well-beloved 
james Abercromby, Our Right Trufty and Well·belov
ed Coufin George Earl of Albemarle, Ol,lr Trufty and 
Well-beloved Pranczs Lezghto1t, ](olu1'1 Manners Ef
quire commonly called Lord Rohert A-1al1l'Jers, Lieu
tenant-Generals, Our Truay and Well- beloved Ed. 
ward Carr, Our Right Trufty and Well- beloved Cou
fin 9.homaJ Earl of Effingbam, Our Tlufty and WeU
beloved kobert Bertze Elquire, commol1\Y died Lord 
Robert Bertlc, and Julzus C.clar, M ... inr~Genrrals of 
Our Forces; all of whom, or the [aid Lleuten<lnt·Ge
neral Sir Charles Howard PrdiJent, together with any 
twelve or more of the (aid Jaft mlntlOned Officers, 
may conftitute the faid General Courr-Martial: AND 

you are to order the Provall: Marc!11 General, or hiS 

Deputy, to give Notice to the fald Prefident and Of
ficers, and all others whom it may concern, when 
and where the faid Court- M:ortbl hereby appoinltd 
is to be held, and [0 fummon fuch Witneffes as /hall 
be able to give Teftimony in this Matter ~ the {aid 
Provofl Martial General and hiS Deputy being hereof 
direCted to obey your Orders, and give Attendance 
where it fhall be reqL.if~ AND Wi do further au .. 
choriCe and empo*r the raid Court· Martial hereby ap
pointed, to hear and examine all fuch Matters and In· 
format ... , -as (hall be brought before chern touching 

AJ the 
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the Charge aforefaid, and proceed in tI e Trial bf the 
{aid Lord GeDrge Sac/roille, and (n givi 'l'" of Sentence 
according to the Rules of Military Df Clp~ul'" which 
raid Sentence you are to return to Ol r Secrt arT' at 
War, to be laid before Us for our ConfKierh:"In: AND 

for fo doing this 1hall be as well to you, as to t:le faid 
Court-Martial hereby appointed, and all others con
cerned, a fufficient Warrant. Given at Our Court at 
St. James's this 6th Day of March 1760, in theThirty. 
third Year of Our Reign. 

BY HIS MAJESTY's COMMAND, 

To 
Our Truny and Well-beloved 

crhomas Morgan ~rquire, Judge
Advoeate-Gl'neral of Our Force!, 
or his Deputy. 

I J OLDERNESSE. 
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A'F~NtRAL COURT MAlltrAL held at 
, , udge Advocate General's Office at tbe Horft 
t IIardJ, on FriJoy the 7th, and continued by fe\'cral 

Adjournments to Monday the 24th of Mart'b 1760, by Virtue 
of M ajelly'_s Special Watrant, bearing Date the 6th Day oE 
the farne Month. 

LIEUTENANT GENERAL SiR CHARLES HOWARD. 
Prelident. 

_ JOHN LORD DELAWARR. 

S JAMES CHOLMONDELEY. 

f
JOHN CAMPBELt. 

t3 JAMES STUART. 
o WILLIAM EARL OF PANMURlh 
1:1 WILLIAM KERR, EARL oS ANtRAM. 
~ WILLIAM EARL OF HARRINGTON. 
II.> 
:; JAMES i\.Il"RCROMBY. 
~ GEORGE EARL OF ALBEMARLE. 

FRANCIS LEIGHTON. 
LLoRD ROBERT MANNEIU. 

~ THOMAS EARL OF ErruIGHAM • 
C {FDWARD CARR. 

• ~ LORD ROBERT BERTlE. 

:::E JULIUS CRSAR. 
CHARLES GOULD, DEPUTY JUDGEADVocATEGENfahf.. 

THE MEMBERS being met, and duly {worn (the JudF 
AdvQcate being alfo fworn, and profecuting in his MaJcfly'. 
Name,) 

THE RIGHT HONOt1RAlILE GEORGE SACKVU.LI, Efq; 
£ommonly called LORD GEORGE SACK-VILLE, came Prifo
lief before the Court, and the followmg Charge was exhibited 
agalOfi him, fJ;:r.. 

, WHEREAS his Majefiy was pleafed, by his CommiOion 
C dated the 31fiDa,y of OllDber '758, to appoint him, benne 
, then a Lieutenant Generf11 in his Majelly's Servia!, tq bI 
C Commander in Chief of all his Brit;;h Forces, as weJJ ~ 
, as Foot, then (erving on the Uwer khi1tl, ia hi, Array 
• ailembled, or to be .iternbled there, l,Jnder the Comm-.ad 
, of Prince Ferdil1f1Tld of BrldlfwieJ .. Commander in Chief 
, of ~ MajeftY'1i faid Army, enjoirun& and rcquilin, }lim so 

A io • .bq 
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, obey (uch 0 .... and DireaiORl. as oN ge gWen him 
C by .. laid rtin« /tt'.dill_ or tuclt 0 I~ at ~ight 
, thereafter be Comman<ler in Chief of h ; h!...; :s {aid 
'.,Armr. aoc,o~tl)lheR.I.tIe&.ofWar, A W.alh fAshis 
,- 'MIJeO:y lI'ilS afftJ p1eaCed, 111 InnrucHon .... der ,/,19 Sign 
, Maooaf, bearing Date th~ fame 31ft Ddyof Uti":' :~ '758~ 
, to alreCt hun ccmlt,ntJy to put In Exe~utlOn fuch '{)rders. 
, as be mi&ht recewe from the raul Prince FerdinAnd of 
, BI unfwl,k, Qr fuch other Perfor as mIght dl«eafter be 
, commander in Choief of hiS Majefry's faid Army~ according 
, to tbe R"les of W al, With regard to marching, counter
C marching, attacking the Enemy, and ali OperatIons what
e (oever to be undertaken by Ins Majefry's laId Troops, 

, That he the faid Lord Giorge Saci'tJr/le Itath neverthelefs 
, difobeyed the Orders of the f.nd Prince FmJJntlftBof BrWlf
, wick.' 

WH1CH Charge of Difobedience was by the Judge Advo-
<-ate declared to be ccnfinc:d to O,ders rdative to the Bltde of 
Mlndm. 

The following Commiffion and Infuu8ions being adrmtted 
by Lord George Sacl1Jille to be true Copies of thoti: fe!.clyed 
by bis Lordllup, were then relld, 'Viz. 

, GEORGE R. 
C GEOR.GE THE Sncol'w, by the Gnce of God~ Kil'l! of 

, Great Britain, F,ance and lrelonJ, Defender of the Faith, 
'&c, To our trufiy and well-beloved Ge~rge S(1CK'lJI/h, Erq; 
.c: (:oA'ltnOflly caB~ Lord G~rg~ Sackmt/f, Lieutenant General 
, of our Forces, and Lieutenant General of our Ordnance, 
• Greeting, We repofing efpedal TruA: and Confidence 
, in )'Qut Prudence, Couuge, aRd Loyalty, have appointed, 
~ and. by there PrelEmts, do appoint you to be Commamkr 
~ in l."Ihief of af! our Britt}h Forces, as well Horfe as-Foot, 
, now [ervmg on the Lower Rhlfl(, in our Army <rlfembled~ 
, Of 'to be atI"embied there under the CQmmand of ollr 
• ;Qod Coufin Prince Ferdinand of Brunfulidt. Commander 
" In Chief of Ollr [aId Army; and all our OHieltrs and Sot
, ditra pf our {aId Britifo F orees krving, or IQ {erve on tbe 
.. WI1'8ilinI, asaforela~~t;njOlnedandrequirei! t9 
"' obey you,-" C(lll1ma~ Jb ~':- An~ you, on your Pare 
4 .re hereby <njoined anil'n!/flIU'e4 to obey ruch Orders aM 
C DireCbons, liS that! be &iven you by our faid good eoali., 
4 Prince F~rdmQnd of Brfpifwult. or fm:h <lt~ Penon .. 
c miy llereafter be Commander in ChIef Of our faf4l Army. 

"1 ' according. 
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acc:qrlmg to the Rules of W'at -And for the better Go

nt of our {aid Brhi/i Forces fo employed, or to be 
~d, in (erving on the LrzJJer Rhint, as above men. 

'tioQe we b3ve thoogM iii: to authonze and empower, 
, y there Preretlts~ do ~thorlze and empower YOIl to 

prepare and publith fuch Rulei aDd Ordinances, as are fit to 
, be obrervcd by all Officers and Soldifi's under your Com
I mand; as al(o to plllliih aU Offenders and TranrgrelTors 
, agamlt the (arne, by Death, or otherwl[e, accordl/lg to the 
, Nature of their Offences, as they {hall appear upon Trial 
• before a Court Martial, which we hereby give you Power 
, and Authonty to atfemble, as often as you {hall [I"e Occa .. 
I lion, agree:tble to tbl' Rules and Orders for the better Go
, vernment of our Forces employed In foreign Parts. and, ac
, cording to theIr ] udgment, Y(Ju are to caufe Sentence to be 
, pronounced agaioft the PerCon or PerC"ns [oo/tcnding, eithef 
, of Pains of Death, orof (uch olher PaIns, ()rPenalties, as {half 
• be thought fit to be inAiCled by the (aid Court Martial; 
, which Sentence, or Sentences, you are to callfe to he put 
, in Execution, or to (uCpend the f.lIne, as, ill yOut Dire. 
I tion, you fil,JI (ee Caufe; we giVIng you Power to reprievi: 
, any Perfon, under any ~entence, tIll our Plea1ure be knovrn r. 
, and for ExecutIOn of Ju{hce in our raid Brrtljh Forces, we 
& give you authOrIty to appoInt a P,ovo/t Marfhal, to we an6 
• c:;xeClIte that Office, as IS ufually pratl:iftd In the Law Mar. 
• tial. And whereas we have appointed a Judge Advocate tp 
• attend the (lUJ Court Martial, for the more orderly Pro 
& ceedings of the (arne, we do hereby glv~ you Power, i~ 
, Cafe of Death, Slcknefs, or ne('effary Abfence of [I.e r.ll~ 
, Judge Advocate, to depute another Perlon, fueh a$ in YOUJ 
• DICcretIon you lhall thl1lk fit to execute the (~d Office. 
• And we do fUHher atlthonze you to cau(e exat}: Mullers q:: 
• be taken of the rerpethve. Treop~ and Companies of 0" 
~ fald Forces, alld [0 ftgn Warrants for their Pay, accordtftl 
• to the (.lId Mufi:ers, 111 POJr{uance of an EllabllllimCflt milt 
• for that Purpo(e. And wherea& hy the r.lId Er'lablIlhmcnt, 
C there is a P'rovluon made for (\I1:h <:Mtingent Cbarge$ , 
• may ari(e for our Sel"lce, and the Vfe of OUI Forcu, y. 
C are hereby authorized to direCt the P,,?mmt p!,J,~ 'la~ 
& I\1()ilCV, in r.Jell PrdpOrtlor'is, "you thalf, Ill'yout.~ 
• think nec:ttfary for the Purpofe$ aforefaid. hnd"fOT~ec~ 
6 ing the (ever:;1 Powers amhuthorities hereil) e~dl'ed, tah 
• jba!1 be yeur WlIfrant. Given at 01lf Cottft at ltm.hltf'" 
, the thirty.firft Day of OEM" '758. in the',thlrry.ftCOml 

.... VItIIt'Of our ReIgn. • By his Majdly's Command, 
• .H 0 L D 1'_ R N .E S s Eo' 
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C INS T Rue T rON S for o~rrIlJl'l 
, and well-beloved George S c~1 
c l!-)q; (ommonly (alJed Lord Georg~ 
, Sack ville, Lieutmont Gener Our 

G E 0 R G E R. 'Fol ccs, and Lieutenant Gentra'ir-( 
• Our Ordnance, whom We have aj- \ 
• pointed to Command O.Jr Britifh 
• Forces, naw S[rving, or t, Ser've on 
, tbe L~wcr Rhine. Glf/EN at Our 
, Court at Kenfington, the 'Thirty firJi 
, Day of OBober '758, in tbe Thirty
• je,ond Year of Our Reign. 

, t. W HER E A S ~ "r e have thought fit to appoint 
you, by the Comm·ffion herewith tranfm.tted 

• to you, to be Comm,J.nder in ChIef of Our Br;Iljh Forces 
& employ~d on the Lower Rhim; YOIi are, upon the Rec('lpt 
• of thefe Our InfiruBlOns and Commlffion, to give due No
, tlce thereof to OUf gDod Cou/in PlInee Ftrdmand of B, un/-
• whk, Commander In Chief of Our Army now affemblec 
• upon the Lower RhIne. 

• 2. \V ITH regard to Marching, Counter-marching;, At
I tacking the Enemy, and all Operations whatfoovcr, tu be 
C undert.lken by Our faid Trnops, 'ou are confiantly to put 
C in Execution fuch Orders as you may receive from OUt fald 
• Guod C()ufln Prince Ferdinand of Brunjwlck, or fuch other 
& Perfon as may hereafter be Commander in Chief of Our 
C {lid Army, accordIng to the Rules of War. 

• 3. IN CASE of the Va,ancy of any Commlffion in Our 
& raid EII/I/h Forcc~, You .He to give Us Immediate Notice 
• thereof, in order tu your receiving Our further Pleafure 
• [hereupon, recommclldlng to Our Favour fuch Officers as 
, ,!balls \0 your OpinIOn, bdl: deferve to be advanced. 

• 4. ,DURING }our Continuance In thiS Service, you are to 
& fend, or caufe to be fent to U~, by One of Our PrIncipal 

Sectetanes of State, conllant Accounts of all that paffes; 
, and you are to follow all fu~ further Orders and DireCllOlls 
« as \Ve fll1!Il {end you, either under {lur Sign Manual, or 
, by ol}e of Our Pnnclpal Secretaries I.)t State. 

G. R.~ 

THEN the following Wltneff"es were examined In Support 
pf tbe Chuge. 

4 LIiUTE· 
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UXqTEN ANT COLONEL GHARLES HOTHAM. 
AdjwfaZ··General to the Britijb Forces in Gtrmany, being 
Sworn a d Quefiioned, WHETHER any and what Order was 
givel}...e t on the 29th of 111ly lall, for reconnoitering the D,· 
fJ1icbEs leadlDg into the Plain at ~1i7ldm ? 

DEPOSED, That the Order given out on the 29th of 
July was thls :-' The Regiments to make Immediately ne
~ ce/fary Overtures and CommUniCatIOns, that they may be 
, able to march in Front Without any Impediment. The 
C Generals will take particular Notice of the N IDe Debouclt'l 
, by which the Army may advance to form In the PlaID of 
, Minden. that they may be well acqudinted with them, 
• fuould the Army be ordered to advance In Front: 

BUNG defired to mform the Court, Whether any aDd 
what Order was given out on the 311l of J/J1y 1aft, relative to 
the Army being ID readmefs to march the next Mornjng~ 
and for the Generals to reconnoitre the Ground ~ 

He DEPOSED, That In the Evening of the 3 rll-, he thinks, 
about SIX o'Clock, he received and fent up to the Line 
an Order to thiS EffeB: --' HIS SE.RENE HIGHNESS 

• ORDERS, That at One o'Clock To-morrow Morning. 
~ the Army {hall be ready to March; the Cavllry muft be 
, faddled ~ the Artillery-Hor[es harndred, aad the Infantry 
, gatered; but the 1 ents are not to be {huck, nor the Troop. 
, put under Arm~, till further Orders.' ThiS was the Ckder 
he rent to the Line '-There was another Part of it relative 
to Lord George Sackvtlle only, of the BriJrjh, which he im
mediately {hewed to hiS Lordfhip, together With that 9Ihirh 
he has now recited, upon hiS Return from the advanced Pici 
quets, wllere he had been detached. The Purport of l( 

was :-' That his Serene Highnefs defired the Generali lead
e 109 Columns, according to the Dlfpofition given that Day. 
, would make themfelves acquainted With the Avenues lead .. 
C ing (or March of the Columns) from the Camp, as well 
~ as the Ground in Front.' The Deponent does not poll,. 
tively recolleCt, whether the Politian the Army would eben 
take was mentioned. or not. This. to the bell of his ~ 
leehon, IS the Subllance of that Order. 
~ Can he recolleCl:, whether there W29 any Difpofiti4a 

mentioned for the Line of Battle in thiS Order t . 
A. He cannot pofitively recollect, whether there w~s, 01: 

not. 
~ Was the Difpofition of March tbe fame on the 314.. 

'a. it Waf Qn the ;1.9tb l 
A. He 
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A. He does not recoJlea any on the 29th.-That n tbe 

11ft, be produced 'and dellvead in to Court, at the!a e't1'@u: 
faying, that it was given put earher ill the D'}·. ,.. d)e 
Order he bas before recited. . r -, 

», H()W long was tbe Army in the C.mp of HilJJ..l.. 
.L It arrived there upon the 29th (If July. 
~. What DIll:ance W:iS the Camp (rom l{olm? 
A. From three to four Miles. be can't be·t.ur~ of the 

J)jfiance. 
~ (By de fire of Lord Geargt S.Jcl.vil/e) At what Tune 

GE the Day were the Orders tlrued on the z9th f 
A. He don't exa8ly remember. 
~ Was it not after the Bufiner, of the Day was over? 
A. The Army marched on the 29th, and It was after th~I' 

Arrival at the Camp of HiliI'. that the Order$ were given. 
-t Were the Orders given out before the Pnnce returneQ 

from reconnoltt::nng that Day, after the March? 
A. He really does not remember thoAt Day, It often ha~

pelled, diu they were given out before hiS retLlIn, but molt 
Day, he can't be fure. 

CAPTAIN HENRY STUBDS, who was atling Major 
of Brigade on the I it of JluguJ1laft, bemg Sworn, and de
fired to reiare, what he knows of any Orders coming to the 
Camp that Morning early, and of the TIme, when L(m{ 
Ot""gt &,c~'Uj"e joined the Cavalry of the RIght Wang? 

DUOSED, That on the Iil: of Augllji lall:, a little before 
Pour Q'Clock, an Aid de Camp came to hl~ Tent froDi 
PriflCe F..,.d, "and, and mq llil ed for I.Acutenant Colonel Prllan; 
tIM: Deponent thought he brought fome Ordu3 far the Caval
ry, and went to hun: He told the Deponent, hlS Bufinef. 
wt. $e order the Cavalry [0 ftn1..e the~r Tents, ana 1m me
dia~l¥ form at the Head of the Lines. The Deponent lie
OMfia,;iy (ent the Orderly Man In 'Waitin2: to the ~ Ira .and 
:ktond Lme, acqulllntmg them with there Orders, and t1ae'Y 
immediately {huck theIr Tents, mOl,nted, and fQrm~d. 
~ Does he know of thiS Order belDg tben communiqtd 

to Lerd Gtof'l' SadlJilLc ? 
A. He does not, at that Time. 
At. [>geS he kAow, at what Time Lord GfOrg' S(lch;illl 

appeared at ehe Head of the Cavalry ? 
.J. The Depoaart went to Lord Georgi Salk'!);:/, to inform 

him, the Troops were formed:- Upon their being fonatd, 
... j)HI'4 {cyeraJ Odiem fay, Whuc l,6 Lord Gtrlfit Sack

'lilli, 



r r! ] 
41Itlt, ';"lyt il te lead ,lit Line '-Whereupon, knotltng the 
Villase IllS Lordfuip was '}uartereJ in, he galloped d0wn t~ 
his Quarterli to acquaint him the Line Was formed: He found 
hl8 Lordlhlp In the Yard of his ~arters between the Stlb1a 
In.d tbe Roure. His Lordthip ordered his Hor(e, and followed 
the Deponent up to the Lmc, faying, he had but jLiA: before 
had Notlce of It from General S!orc4tn. 
It (By Defice of Lord GI:-1ge Sackv,Il,) Were the C3-

\/lITy {addled 10 the Morning at One o'Clock. according to 
Order? 

A. He thinks he faw them {addled at Four, he cannot 
(peak any further. 
~ From whom ought he regularly to receive his Orders, 

as Major of Brigade? 
/I. He judges, he IS to obey all Orders brought to hIm 

from proper Authority i he has received them from GeneralJ. 
AHles de Camp, and Pars-Paroles. 

The Quefbon bemg agam propored, From whom he 
ought reI;ultlr!y to receIve hIS Orden? 

A He apprehends trom the Comm~nder in Chief, from 
the Commander of the Brit/h, the General commandulg 
the Bngade, the AUJutant General, or any other PerC on 
authorifed to gIve Orders. 
~ Was not the regular Conveyance from the Britijb 

Adjutant General ~ 
/I. He beheve~ it was j he received many Orders from 

th('nce, and many whIch came through oth(:'r Channelle. 
~ (By the Courtl How long was it after receivloz the 

Orders, before he went to Lord George Saclvill,;> 
A. He thinks, it was between the Hours of Five and Six: 

It took up about an Hour and a Quarter after Receipt of the 
OrcLer, before the Cavalry was formed at the Head of the 
LJIl S; It might he more. . 
~ Dill thIS Aide de Camp at the fame Tune order the 

Cavalry to march, as (oon as fQl'med l 
.A. No. 
~. \-Vas he near enough to know, whether the other 

Columns were in March, wt~n the Cavalry was fOlmed .v 
the Head of the LlDcs 1 

A He rather belleve~, the Infantry were not in M~ 
When be went to his Lordlhi~ but when he retumed. Jl. 
tbmk. what be faw of the Infantry were juA .rok~ aocI 
Iormm~ thelc March" 
.t How long had the C avaJry been formed, and ready ttY 

march, before Lord GlQrge Sacwzil, appeared at the Hea,I! of 
them? A. a. 
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A. He believes, about Half all Hat, as nDlf at' ~ eta 

jud~e. . 
26 (By defire of Lord GIDrge S(J(k'lJille) Did be Illot. as 

he rode along, fee or hear an Officer from Gelleral liiorclmr 
i!,ive him an Order to put the Cavalry In Motloll~ as he was 
beginnmg hiS March With the Infantry? 

A. He did not fee any fuch Officer, nor hear any fuch 
Words. 

!i<.: (By the Court.) Did they return very qUick, or flow 
back? 

A. He galloped all the Way f and Lord George Sackville 
.arne juft behind him. 

~: How long was it, before the Cavalry marched, after 
Lord George SacNvzlle appeared at the Head of the Cavalry? . 

A. Immediately. -Lieutenant ('olonel Sloper (aid, they 
had been ready formed fome time, and alked hiS Lordfhlp's Or
ders, If he would pleafe to have them n.arch; and hiS Lord. 
tbip gave Orders, and they marched Immediately. 

LIEUTENANT COLONEL JAMES JOHNSTON, 
of the Royal Regiment of Rorfe Guards. being [worn, and 
dcfired to mention, what he knows ~ an Order for the Ca
valry to form early on the 1ft Augujil,dt, depofed, -- That 
the Cavalry was formed at the Hc.!d of the Lines about four 
o'Clock, a~ he thinks, before they marched on the 1ft AUgl!/l, 

,but he cannot fay, of hiS own Knowledge, at what Time the 
Order came. 

BEING ASKED at wIldt Time Lord Georlc Sa,kvi!le joined 
them? 

ANSWE1UD, It might be about Half an Hour after they were 
formed, when hiS Lordfhip came, as he believes, from hiS 
Quarters, and fpoke to the Deponent, who acqu,l1l1ted him, 
that General Spord,m and Colonel Rtdm had inqulrrd for hiS 
LordChlp, and that, he behcvtd, they fhould have fomethll1g 
to do. He don't remember that any thing more paffed be
tween Lord George Sa,/.vz/le ami him, hiS Lordfulp then going 
to the Right of the Bngade. 

BEING A5KFD, whether anyThmg pafTed Within hiS Obfer
vatlon, upon the Day of the Battle of Mznden, which he 
thinks material for the InformatIon of the Court upon this 
Tnal? 

ANSWPRFJ), LielItenant Colonel Ligonier told rum, at one 
Time of the Day, that he had carried the Pnnce's Orders to 
Lord GlOf'ge SadvzJ!e to bring up the Cavalry, that we had a 
very fine Opportumty of gaiOlng a great deal of Crt'dlt, th4 

E'lemy 
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Enemy being all in Diforder; but can fay nothing or his own 
Knowledge. 

BEING AGAIN ASKED, faid, He does not know any Thing 
farther material for thl" InformatIOn of the Court. 

2?. Between the Time of hiS feeing Lieutenant Colonel 
L'gmur and the Cavalry's Marching, how long \\as It 1 

A. He believes) It was about twenty Mmute~. 

CAPTAIN WINTZINGERODE, HljJan Aid-de
camp to H. S H. Prince ferdmand of 1-17 Itrzjwick, wa~ (worn ; 
but, he not thtnkmg hlmielf fufficiently (onvel fant In tht' 
EnglrJh Language to gIve hl~ Tdhmony therein, ""-u r.IA'" 
HAMILTON, Efq, was prev<uled upon to Interpret hu. EVidence; 
and, bemg duly [worn for that Purpofe, the \Vltnds WOl!l 

(through him) defired to relate to the Court whether he carned 
any, and what Order, from H. S. H. to Lord Glore! SacinJill,. 
on the IiI: of /lugujl laft, and what palled m confequence of 
thofe Orders? and IfI anfwer depofed,--That he w)~ Aid
de-camp to H. S. H upon the Day of the Battle of Millo/eli 
(as he IS {bll) and dill carry Orders flOm H. S. II. to Lord 
Geol'ce SOCAV111t!, -- he does not remember the Hour, but 
he knows very well the Situation the Army was 111 at that 
Time. It was at the Tlnle when the Infantry of the right 
WIng was a fecol d Time advanCIng towards the Enemy, af
ter hav\IJg mad!' fome halt by order of H. S. H. to give Time 
for the Infantry adJoinmg, aml the lecond Lmc to come up 
and form: It was then, as he has been laying, that H. S. H. 
ordered him to go and give hiS Orders to Lord Georg. S"'CK' 
'lJzl!, to advance wah the Cavalry of the nght Wing, to fu(
tain our Infantry, which was gOll1g to be engaged --The 
Wltnefs fet out Immediately: The Duke of Rzehmond jOined 
him after he had gone a few Paces, to tell him ;;Jgain, from H. 
S. H., to haGen the Arrival of the Cavalry, and to tell LQrd 
George Saclivrlle to form With the Cavalry of the Tight Wing .. 
under his Command, upon the Heath 111 a tillrd LlI1e behtnd 
our Infantry. He found Lord Geol ge Sackville wah the Ca
valry of the right Wing poftcd, where, he believes, he waa 
firft formed, fome Ddtallee, but he can't afcertain how far. 
behind our Artillcry, which was polled ncar the \VindmUl of 
the Village of Holm, having fome Trees upon its Left, 
which prevented Its feeing our Infantry. In coming up be 
paired before the feconll Line; he alked, where he could find 
Lord GelJ7"ge Sac/rvdle? --Lord Granby, whom he met at 
that Inllant at the Head of the fecond Line of Cavalry, told 
!lim, he would find Lord GeJrge Sackvrfle <it the Head of the 

firft 
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fifft Line.-He acquainted Lord Grim&, then, 31 he pafi"ed, 
tbat he was gOing to carry the Order to Lord Gmg' S~,1vill, 
from H. S. H. to adv.lnce, aud form upon the Heath behind 
the Infantry to fullaln ttlem.--(The WlLderS, lIpon his 
EVIdence being afterwards again read over to hIm, delired It 
~ight be h~re underftood and wfefted, thd he ther. mentt(lned 
to Lord Granby, that they were t" pars through the Trees up
on the Lelt, 111 order to get upon the H -:-alh, dnd (orin there) 
After this he found Lord G'i 11gt Sackvd,e .It the Head of the 
fir!!: LlI1e of Cavalry. Hecommunltated to him H S Hlgh
nef,'s Orders, as they had heen gl~etl to him by the Pnnce: 
Lord Georg~ Saclnzlle (eellled not to under!!:a 10 him; and aik
ed him, how that was to be Jane I lIe cndeavourtd to eK~ 
plam th'~m to him, as well as h a could. --(Tht" l\rm~. or 
Words he made ufe of, he dCift't exactl y rc mcmb~r, but he 16 

certain he expldlOed the Sl" fe of the Urden., whlth he 
brought him. )-He made /lIIn underfbnd, that he was to 
p.lfs with the la~alry between the Tn-es, which he r .. w urOIl 
Ills Left, that he wlJuld then come upon the Heath, where he 
was to form with the C.nalry, to .ldl'dllee III ordt:r to iul"i:Jm 
our Infantry, which hc thou:;ht was alread) (11 J,'cJ with the 
Enemy. I oed UC01ge S"d;u lie aileI'd Ill; ,1gJIIJ kvclai Qyef~ 
tions, how th~t was to be done The Wancfs repeated to 
him, whdt he has been {aylDg --Lord GCJI i.e Stlckvill~ then 
turned toward~ the Officers attLl.ding him, dnd the Wltne!S 
firmly per{uaded, that he was gOlllg to give the Orders for ad
vancing, went to reJoin H. S. H --On coming upon the 
Heath bebwd our InLlntry, which wa, then fully t.lIgaged wah 
the Enemy. he faw Lieutenant Colonel Fdz. 0; comlDg to
wards him f.lll gallop, who a!kcll him, why thc Ca.valry of 
the right W l'lg did Il')t advance, and gave hLn to lIllde'!!:lInd, 
;IS he p<li1ed him, that H S H. Wll, under the grlateH Impatl
~nce .Ihout It. I he Wltners followed Illm to tell hIm, that 
he had been With the Order for that Purpo(e from H. S. H. to 

LOld Curge, and that the Cavalry was com 109. -- (Tht" 
Witner), upon hiS Dqlo!ltion belllg afterwards read mel to 
him, dtiir~d It might be Inferted, th t he rerolldh h·s men
tiolling al(o to Lieutenant Culunel Fil'.Zrvy a~ he p.llTeJ, tbat 
Lord Ceorge Sackvi Ie reemed for fOllletllne not to uncierfiand 
him )-But Lieutenant Colonel FIlZICJ, without waiting for 
the AIJwer, went hIS Way towards LNd GCQrge; and the 
Witnefs, fee 109 that the C,lVallY of the fight Wing, from 
whence he was coming ma,1c as ret no :Movement on that 
~Ide ot the Tree~, where they were to form, upon the 
Heath, followed Lieutenant Colonel FttU3} tQ a1lia hIm in 

hafiening 
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Wening the Cavalrl to 3avance, he going towards Lord 
Georgi Sacltville, an the WltncrS towards Lord Grtm
hJ, whom he found at the Head of the fecond Line of 
Cavalry, in the fame Pofition, as he found him, when he: 
palTed by his Lordlhlp firii. He has nothing farther to fay 
concernmg Lord George Sadvdit , or of the Ordch which 
he earned him from H. S. H. 
~ Old he repeat the Subflance of PI ince Ft"dinand's 

Orders, 10 any other Language than F rellch ? 
A. He fpoke to Lord Gtor gt Sackv,//' III general In French; 

and he don't remember to have made ufe of the EngJi!h 
Language, nor of any other, except that he thInks he endea
voured to make him underH .• nd In Engldh, that he was to 
pafs between the Tree~ on his Ldr, to form t.pon the Heath 
on the other SIde. 

ft!.; (By defirt" of Lord Ceo! ge Sac!.. villI! ) In what Service 
is he? 

fi In the Service of the Lmdgrave of llcffi Crff,f. 
ff6 In what Rank wa~ he on the lirl!: of .11gUji lalt ? 
./I. A Captall1 of Foot. 
~ Did he ever ferve in the Cavalry? 
;r. No . 
.!t Did he know befole he fdW the Infantry going to 

charge, that the Enemy's C.lv.llry was pofted 111 the Centre 
of Iheir Lme ? 

A. He fJW tl.e Enemy prcJented them a }< rOllt of C,lValry 
and Infantry, he did not Jifhngu!fh O[ .lttcnJ to the r DI(
pOlltlOn, bemg employ'd III carrylTlg, Ordc[, barkw.anb and 
forwards. 

!:,,'?; Whether the Politlon of the Cavalry of the right 
W mg, 111 refpea of the Infantry of the allied Army, WdS, 

or was not, drawn up III fuch a \lanncr, a, to !hew, that 
the Colvairy of the Enemy WoI.S expetled to hdve been upon 
the Flank of thm It)fantry ? 

A. He only earned Ordtrs to Lord Geq'ce Satlvillt to 
advance upon the Heath, behilld our Infol.lltry. I->e IS not 
experienced enough to be able to jud6e of the DICpofitiOll, 
which the Army was then In, and {bll lel~, to Judge of 
the Rca(on~, which H S. H. h"d for eml'loyiog the Ca
valry, where he thought proper . 

.$!.; How far waf I[ from the Cavalry to the Place, where 
he met Lieutenant Cololl~l Fltz.r.y? 

A. He cannot afcertalO the Dllbnce. 
~ Did he gallop, or what Pace dId he go ? 
A. full Gallop. 

B 
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6). Did he appr.eh,e;d hit OMers, and Lieutenant C~ 

~~ Fitz,ny's to have been the (arne? 
A. By the Qyeftion which Lieutenant Colonel F:/zrfTP 

aiked him, he judged that he was going with fame Or
ders to Lurd George Sackville; but hI! alked him no ~cf
rlon abollt It, feeing that he was 10 too great a Hurry to be 
able to give him any An(wer. 

ADJOURNED till to-mo:-row Mornin~ 
at Ten \/Clock. 

SATURDAY Sib MARCH Jj6e'. 

THE COURT being met purfuant to Adjournment, Cap
talll WI NTZIl\GE R Oll E WaS farther exarnllled by the Court. 
~ What Ddtance were the Ca\'alry from the fecond 

LlIle of Infantry, when he cilrlcd Lord Ge.rge SackVIIle 
the Pllllll!'S Orders to advancc r 

A_ He l.mnot fix the Dtftance; but, as near as h,~ 01\ 

remember, the h 1fantry could llot then have adVanced aa 
hundred Paces from the PI.tce, where thcy were firH formed • 

• ~ What fort of Ground was there for the Cavalry ta 
march upon, flom the Place, where they were firll: formld, 
to that, where they were to form behll1d the fecond Lil<e 
()f J nfdntry ? 

.A As far as he can remember to have obferved in 
palling by, there were fome Trees upn!} the Left of our Ca
'·4.lry of the :rIght Wing, through which It could, and was 
to pars, to get upon the Heath hehmd ollr Infantry, from 
whence It was to ad I'ance towal d, the Enemy . 

.!i(; Does he think, If Lord Geo' ge Satkr.;il'c had im
medIately obey'd PrlIlce Fl·d,n 7"a's Orders, when he de
livered them to hiS LOIC.HhlP, that the Cavalry ceu!d hdve 
come up time enough to llave fupportcd our Infantry, and 
to have enga6cd the Fntmy ~ 

A. He was not prefent, when our Infantry fidl eng3~ 
the fncmy; but he remembers well, that our Infantry 
wag filII engaged with the Enemy, when he rejomed H S. 
Highne(s, alter having been tWice to our Cavalry of the 
Right Wlllg, to make It aUvant.e. 

~. Can he recollect the Ddtan. of Time, between 
iriS firfi dellVl ring the Prince's otoers to Lord Geo'"6t 
SaikvrJir, and his return to the Prince? 

A He l.ln'~ jufily recollect the Difiance of Time; he 
bdlevts, It might be; about three quarten of an Hour. 

~ 
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~ What Cort of Wood was it, through which the Ca; 

~alry were to pars? 
A. It was an open VI{ ood, and no Bullies, as he remem" 

bers. 
~. Was there any conliderable Body of the Enemy's 

Ir.fantry pofied near that Wood, to oppore the Pl1/f"gc of 
the Cavalry? 

.A. He dld not fee any near that Wood. 
~ Were any of Lord GeQrge Sac!. VI!lis Aides de Camp, 

or other Officer~, prefent at the Time when h-.= delivered, 
or CApl'lIned the Prince's Orders to Lord George Sachiile ? 

A. HIS Lordlhlp waS accompanied, (when he found hIm 
at the Head ot the firfl: Lwe. and when he delIvered hIm 
the Orders of H. S. H.) by feveral AIJes de Camp and 
other Officers; but he cannot name them all, a~ he du! 
IJot take NotIce of them. 
~ Can he name any of them? 
A. He may b~ mdlah.en, but he thinks he f.1w LIeutenant! 

Colonel Hotham, Captalll Hugo, and he thmks, Lieutenant 
Colonel Sloprr was thefe . 

. I!Z.: Vv' hen the PrInce fent hIm to Lord George S«kuiU" 
dd he inform hIm, where he would fwd the Cavalry? 

A. He dId not. 
!t Whether the Road or "\Vay whIch he came from 

the Pllnce, whtn he earned the Order. was the ldme 
wlmh the Cavalry was to have gone, III ,,,Ie Lhey had eM:
cured thefe Orders r 

.A. J twas. 
~ Does he know any Rearon, which could have pre~ 

vented the Cdvalry from executing the Order$ brought 
by hIm to Lord George Sac/;vtlle ~ 

A. He did not fce any Reafon to hinder them. 
~ Were there any of the Enemy's Battenes upon the 

ltight, where the Lwalry was to pafs ~ 
~e (Ild not obferve any. 
~Iow long was It from the fcc-and Time of nl! fee .. 

ing Lord Granhy, before the Cavalry marched l . 
A. "Then he ('.ame to Lord Gro7lby the (erond TIme, 

he tuld him to march dlre511y with the fecond LlIle, as he 
knew, that the Duke warted with Impa!,encc the camilli' 
up of the Cavalry, and Lonl Granby foJlow ... d him i~me· 
dlately WIth the ftcond LIne, which he lul through the 
Trees to the Heath, wbere it was tu form, In order to 
advance. As to the firfi Line, he cannot fpp .. k of hiS 
h,ts own Knowlerige, btlDg cmplpy'Q In leadwg the SLcond • 

.2 l Lo.d 
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Lord Gra""y • preparing to follow him with the (ccond 
I;we, aefired bim to acquaint Lord George StJtkvil/e; with 
whIch he commiffioned an Officer belonging to LOld George 
SacktJi/le, who came up at that Time, and who, if he IS. 

not mlfhken, was LIeutenant Colonel H~tham. 
it DId he delIver the Orders to Lord G10nby 10 the 

Pnnce's Name, or as from hlmfelf? r 

./I. He told his Lordfhip, that It was the Order of H. 
S. H. that the Cavall y fuouJd advance . 

.!!2; As he knew, that Lord George Sacl:ville c.ommanded 
the Cavalry of the right WIng, hoVl came he to go to 

Lord Granb), to order hIm to advance, who was only 
Second In Command? 

A. He knew very well, that Lord George Sackvllle com
manded the Cavalry of the rigt.t Wing, and acc(,rdl1Jgly 
acq'Jitted hlm(elf of his Commiffion [01.1- arJs hIm, Dy de
lIvering to hIm the Orders, wh~ch he had receIved (rom H. 
S. H. He return'd the fecond T,me to the Cavalry, wall 
no olher JntentlOl"!, than to affill LIeutenant Colonel PlIz
roy, 10 hafielllng the Arrival of the Cavalry; underfrandmg 
by the ~efilon, whIch Lieutenant Colonel Flt'lroy afl.:ed 
hIm, wht:n he met hIm, that H. S. H. was waitlOg With. 
imp<ltlence theIr Amval, and he knew bcfldes, lh~t LIeu
tenant Colonel Fztzroy was going to Lord G&or[,e Sc"kvd,e 
to make hIm advance . 

.it Ht'w far dId he conduCl: the Cavalry upon the Heath? 
A. As far, a~ neceffary to give them ClOund to form. 
~ Was Lord Granby then Hopped trom adlallclllg, by 

any Oluers, and by whore? 
• A. As foon 2S he had condu8cd Lord Granby upon the 

Heath, feclng him In a way of advanung, he left hl111 to re
jOin H. S. H. and he IS not tnformed of the Orders afterwards 
given hIm. 
: ~ A~ he had before on that day carned Orders to Lord 

Geo'ge S.ulvJile for advanCIng the Cavalry, why, after hav
ing met Lieutenant Colonel },tzrO), and followed hIm in or
der to forward the March of the Troops, he dId not again 
apply hlmfelf to Lord Ge2rge Sack'iJlile, to whom he had be
fore carned Orders for that purpofe ~ 

A. Becau(e he knew, that Lieutenant Colonel Fitzroy was 
goi It; to Lord George Sad ville to advance the ficll Line. 
~ What appeared to be in the Front of the Cavalry, when 

he hrH came to them? 
A. He don't remember to have remarked any Enemy jufi 

oppo.ite to the Cavalry; but he very well remembers our Ar
tillery 
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b11ery pofted at fome diftance in the Front of ollr Cavalry near 
the Windmill of the Village of Ralm. 

LlfUTEN ANT COLONEL EDW ARD LIGONIER, 
Aide de-Camp to Prince Frrdma'lIi,ciepofcd, That he brought 
Lord G,IJI ge Sackv lie Urders from Prince Fel dinandon the d!: of 
Auglljildfl to advance wllh the Cavalry In order to profit from 
the VI(order, which appeared In the Enemy's Cavalry, he found 
his Lordfhlp at the H"ad of Bland's Dragoons; he delivered 
him hiS Orders, to which his Lorothlp made' no anfwer, but, 
turmng about to the I roops, ordered Swords to be drawn~ 
and to march; which they did, moving a few Paces from 
the Right forward. He then told hiS Lordthip, it was to the 
Left he was to m:uch. 

At that TIme Lieutenant Colonel Fltz.roy arrived, and de
hvered hIS Orders for the Bntljh Cavalry only v> advance. 
Lord Ge'irge S(Jckvt/fe turnltlg to the Deponent (aid, thclr 
Orders were contradiCtory; the Deponent .m(wered, they 
dl'fered only In Numbers, that the De/hnarion of hIS ,V!arcn 
was the fdme,-" to the Left "-Hls Lordlhlp then aiked 
him, If he would lead the Column. he fald. he could not 
Ulldertake to conduCt them properly, but that If IllS Lc,rdlhip 
would Irun It to him, he- \\-ou!d do hiS belt. ThiS was all 
that paffed hetween Lord Gto/ ge and him.- l'he I )eponent 
wa<; prevented h_aflng what palled between Lord Creor, e and 
Lieutenant Colonel FiI'Z' Of, he.ng at that time at fome Di
fiance from them With Lieutenant COIOl,t:\ Sinper --The 
Deponent (aw Lord Geol ge Sadvzlle and LIeutenant Colonel 
Frtz.roy returnmg to find the Prince. 
~ What Report dId he make to the Prince, when he 

returned? 
A. He told H. S H., Lord George So,lville was coming to 

him. 
!J2. Did he fee LIeutenant Colonel JrhnJIon that day? 
J. When he left Lieutenant Colonel Sloper, he went to 

Lieutenant Colonel }ohnJlon before he returned to the Prince, 
and told blm, that he had i,rought Orders for the CJ.valry to 
advance, and that It would be a Iloble Opportumty for them 
to dlfimgullh themfelves 
~ (By ddire of Lord George Sock'lJille) Was he Cent from 

the frjnce upon any, and what Report, made to him by the 
Duke of Richmond? 

A. He pre[urnu, he was fent to Lord George Sadville on 
Account of many Reports belllg made to the Prince of the 

B 3 Enemy'S 


