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ADVERTISEMENT.

rgth of Jan. 17;58.
MAP of the Basque Roap and the ad-
b jacent Ceatt, agreeable to the Draught
produced at the Tryal by Lieutenant Colonel
Muvrav, as taken upon the Spot by a Gentle-
man on the Expedition, and which Lieutenant
Colonct Marray fiom his own Obfervations
thinks to be juft, was intended to have been
anncxed ; but, that being found unpratticable,
without retarding the Publication of the Tryal,
the faid Map will be delivered on Tuefday
next, Price 3d
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HEREAS Lieutenant Generdl Sir

Fobn Mordaunt was appointed by us
Commander in Chief of our Forces fent on an
Expedition to the Coaft of France, and received
Orders and Inftrutions relative thereto from
us, under our Royal Sign Manual, and alfo by
one of our principal Secretaries of State:
And whereas the faid Lieutenant General is
now in Arreft by our Command, for difobey-
ing our faid Orders and Inftrutions, which
Charge we have thought fit fhould be inquired
into by a General Court Martial: Qur Will
and Pleafure is, that a General Court Martial
be forthwith held upon this Occafion, which is
to confift of our right Trufty and well be-
loved Fames Lord Tyrawly, Lieutenant Gene-
ral of our Forces, whom we do appoint to be
Prefident thereof, and of our right Trufty and
well beloved Charles Lord Cadogan, our trufty
and well beloved Joln Guife, Rickard Onflow,
Henry Pulteney, Sir Charles Howard, Knight of
the Bath, Fobn Huske, our right trufty and well
beloved Counfellor fobn Lord De Lawarr, our
Aa trutty
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trufty and well beloved Fames Cholmondeley, Lieu-
tenant Generals ; our trufty and well beloved
Maurice Bocland, our right trufty and well be-
loved Coufin William Earl of Panmure, our
trufty and well beloved Kerr, com-
monly called Earl of Aucram, our right trufty
and well beloved Coufins #7//iam Eail of Har-
rington, and George Earl of Albermarle. our
trufty and well beloved Henry Holmes, Alexan-
der Dury, Sfobn Moflyn, Edward Carr, Major
Generals of our Forces; our trufty and well be-
loved Colonels William Kingfley, Alexonder Du-
roure, and Bennet Noel; all of whom, or the
faid Prefident together with any Twelve, or
more, of the faid other Officers, may tonfli-
tute the faid General Court Martial : And you
ate to order the Provoft Martial General, or
his Deputy, to give Notice to the faid Piefi-
dent and Officers, and all others whom it may
concern, when and where the faid Court Mar-
tial 1s to be held, and to fummon fuch Wit-
nefles, as fhall be able to give Teftimony in
this Matter; the faid Provoft Martial General
and his Deputy being Lercby diiefted to cbey
your Orders, and give Attendance, where i
fhall be requifite: And we do further autho-
rize and empower the {aid Court Martial to
hear and examine all fuch Matters and In-
formations as fhall be brought before them,
touching the Charge aforefaid, and proceed
in the Tryal of the faid Lieutenant General

Sir
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Sic Yobn Mordsunt, and in giving of Sen-
tence according to the Rules of Military Dif~
cipline ; which faid Sentence you are to return
to our Secretary at War, to be laid before
us for our Confideration. And, for fo doing,
this thall be, as well to you, as to the faid Court
Martial, and all others concerned, a fufficient
Warrant. Given at our Court at St. Fames’s
this Third Day of December 1757, in the Thir-
ty Firft Year of our Reign.

By his Ma jesTvy’s Command,

HOLDERNESSE.

To our Trufty and well beloved
Thomas Morgan, Elg; Judge
Advocate General of our For-
ces, or his Deputy.
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Lizvrsnant GeneraL Sir Joun Morpauny
came Prifoner before the Court, and the following
Charge was exhibited againft him, wiz. ** That he
¢ being appointed by the King Commander in Chief
¢ of his Majefty’s Forces, fent on an Expedition to
¢ the Coaft ofy France, and having received Orders
¢t and Inftructions relative thereto from his Majefty,
¢ under his Royal Sign Manual, and alfo by one of
< his principal Secretaries of State, hath difobeyed
< his Majefty’s faid Orders and Inftruéions,”——

Anx EnTRY in a Book of Mr. Secretary Pit’s Office
being proved upon Oath by Robers WWood, Efq; ap-
pointing the faid Lieutenant General Sir Fobn Mor-
daunt General and Commander in Chief of all and
fingular his Majefty’s Troops and Land Forces ap-
pointed or to be appointed for 2 fecret Expedition for
his Maefty’s Service, bearing Date the 3d of Auguft,
1757, was read.

The Ricat HovourasLe WiLrtam Prrr, Efg;
one of his Majelty’s Principal Secretaries of State be-
ing fworn, and queftioned touching his Majefty’s In-
ftructions to Licutenant General Sir Fobn Mordauy:
relative to the faid Expedition, faid, That he had
the Honour of receiving fuch Inftruétions from his
Majefty under his Royal Sign Manual, which he
gave to Mr. #sod his under Secretary, in order to
his delivering them to Sir Fobn Mordaunt.

A Parer, purporting to be a Letter, dated Lon-
don, Fuly the 15th 1757, from Caprain (now Lieu-
tenant Colonel) Clerk, was thewn to Mr. Secretary
Fuzt, and be being defired to inform the Court. whe-
ther he knew the faid Letter to have been at any
Time communicated to Sir ‘fobr Mordaunt, anfwered,
That the fame is the original Letter, which was de-
livered to him by Sir Fobn tnow Lord) Ligonier, and
produced by him before the Lords of the Cabinet,
and that the Matrter of this Létter afterwards made
the Subje& of two Night’s Converfation; Sir Fobe
Mprdaunt and Major General Cozway examining, and
almoft crols examining Mr. Clerk concernipg every

Matter
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Matter contained therein, and a great deal more,
that the Letter led to.

AnotHER Parer, purporting to be 2 Minute, taken
in Arlington-fireet in Auguft 1757, containing an Ex-
aminationsof Jofepk Thicrry, a French Pilot, was thewn
to Mr. Secretary Pit#, who was defired to inform
the Court, whether he remembers fuch Examina-
tion, and whether the feveral Perfons were prefent,
who appear upon the Face of the faid Minute to
have been at that Meeting ; to which he anf{wered,
That the Meeting being at Lord Holderneffe’s Houfe,
his Lordfhip held the Pen, and not he; that the
Paper now Igcwn him is an exact Tranicript of what
was reduced into writing, as the Subftance of the Exa-
mination of the Pilot, but is by no Means thie whole of
it ; as he underwent a very long and clofe Crofs Exa-
mination for two Hours together, throughout which
he eftablithed the Fats with a Readinefs and Pre-
fence of Mind, that few Men in higher Life are
equal to.

A Papxrr entitled Memoire fur la Force attuelle de
la France, & les Services, aux gquels Elle eft employée
dans I Année 1957, and docketted, as received Fuly
28th 1757, and communicated, at a Meeting at
Lord Holdernefle's Houfe, to the Generals ap-
pointed for an Expedition to the Coaft of France,
being alfo fhewn to Mr. Secretary Fu¢, he
was defired to fpeak to the Authentcity of that
Paper, and as to its having been communicated to
Sir Fobn Mordaunt : — He thereupon informed the
Court, that the Paper came through Lord Holderneffe's
Department, and was introduced by his Lordthip at
a Meeung, where Sir Fobn Mordaunt and Major Ge-
neral Conway were prefent. It was a Paper, on which
much Reliapce was had by the King's Seivants, as
coming from one of their moft confidential Corre-
fpondents, and was then proiuced as a Picce of In-
telligence, to which they gave much -Credit and a
fubfequent Proof of its Authenticity is, that Advice
has fiace been received of the Court of France having

beea
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been obliged, upon the Alarm being taken, to march
her Horle and Foot Guards from Paris. He added,
that he remembers one, or both of thofe Gentlernen,
(viz. Sir Fobn Moerdaun: and Major General Conway )
rofe up, and looked at the Paper more than once,
and with Pen and Ink noted down feveral Faés from
it, and 2 good deal of Time was engaged in Dil-
courfe upon the Subjeét

Mr: Secretary Pitt being afked, whether Copies of
cither of the three laft mentioned Papers were de-
livered to Sir Jobn Adordaunt ?

Anfwered, he cannot recollect, whether Copies
of them were put into his Hands ; from his Memory,
he rather thinks not.

Two other Papers, the one purporting to be
<« Minutes of a Council of War held on Board the
¢ Neptune the 25th of September 1754,” and the
other, ¢ Mnutes of a Council of War held on
< Board the Ramrlies 28th September 1757, were
thewn to Mr Piut, who informed the Court, that
thefe two Papers were delivered ro him by Sir Yobn
Merdaunt in the firft Vifit, as he thinks, after his Re-
turn; being to the fame Effe&t, as thofe before ¢ranf-
mitted to him by Sir Edward Hawke.

Mr. Secretary Put being afked, by Sir Fobn Mor-
daunt’s Defire, whether he, Sir Fobn Mordasunt, did
crofs examine either Lieutenant Colonel Clerk, or the
Pilot?

Anfwered, At this Diftance of Time, and, as he
then had no Thoughts of beipg examined on this
difagreeable Occafion, he cannot take upon himfelf
pofitively to fay, by whom in particular the Queftions
were afked 3 but he knows a thorough Crofs Exami-
nation was made by fome Military Gentlemen,
he cannot fay pofitively by Sir Fob#n, ~— in order to
get at the Certainty, particularly as to the State of
Rocbefore.

Being afked alfo, Whether the Pilot mentioned at
the Council, that the taking of Fort Fowras by a

Ship was practicable ?
P P Anfwered,
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Aafwered to this Effe@, — That he remembers the
taking of Fort Foaras by Sea was mentioned ; but
that he went away from the Meeting wath this Im-
preffion, that nothing was clear about the taking of
any Place by Sea, but 7’Jfle &’ Aix 5 he found no An-
{wer that led him to believe, that a Ship could lye
up near enough to Fouras to batter the Fort; he
withed, he had.

A Cory of Inftruétions was then read, being firft
groved on Oath by Robert Wood, Efg; to be a true
Copy of the Inftrutions, which he received from
Mr. Secretary Pizf, under the Sign Manual; and
which he afterwards delivered to Sir Jobn Mordauut,
who read them in his Prefence, vix.

¢ GEORGE R,
¢ Secret Inftruftions for our trufty and well-
¢ beloved Sir Fobn Mordaunt, Knight of the
¢ Bath, Lieutenant General of our Forces, whom '
¢ we have appointed General and Commander
in Chief of all and fingular our Troops and
Land Forces appointed or to be appointed for
a fecret Expedition for our Service, or for
fuch other Officer, on whom the Command
in chief of our faid Troops and Land Forces
* may devolve. Given at our Court at Kez-
¢ fingtan the sth Day of Auguft, 1757, in the
¢ Thirty-firft Year of Our Reign.
* Having by Qur Commiffion, bearing Date the
third Day of this Inftant appointed You to be Ge-
neral and Commander in Chief of all and fingu-
ular Our Forces appointed or to be appointed
or a fecret Expedition : For your better Difcharge
* of the great and important Truft thereby repofed
¢ in you, We have judged it proper to give you the
¢ following Inftyulions. .
¢ 1. You fhall immediately, upon the Receipt of
¢ thefe Our Inftructions, repair to the Ifle of #ight,
* where We: have appointed Ships to convey You
¢ and the Forces under your Command fo the Coaﬂ;
‘o

L)

. N NN

a B wmon



A A R AR A A A AR

a6 A B A R » A A A & AN 8T A A AR A A A" A AR

(2]
of France; and fo foon as the faid Forces thall be
embarked, You fhall accordingly proceed wichout
Lofs of Time, under Convoy of a Squadron of
our Ships of War, commanded by our trufty and
well beloved Sir Edward Hawke, Knight of the
Bath, Admiral of the Blue Squadron of our Fleet,
whom we have appointed Commander in Chief of
Our Ships to be employed in this Expedition ; the
faid Admiral, or the Commander in Chief of Our
faid Ships for the Time being, being inftrutted to
co-operate with you, and to be aiding and aflifting
in all fuch Enterprizes, as by thefz Our Inftructions
you fhall be direfted to undertake for our Ser-
vice.
¢ 1I. Whereas We have determined. with the
Blefling of God, to profecute the juft War in which
we are engaged agawnft the French King with the
utmoft Vigour; and 1t being lighly expedient and
of urgent Neceflity to make {ome Expe%ition, that
may caufe a Diverfion, and engage the Enemy to
employ in their own defence, a confiderable Part
of their Forces, deftined to invade and opprefs
the Liberties of the Empire, and to fubvert tgc In-
dependency of Ewrope: And, if poffible, to make
fome effectual Impreffion on the Epemy, which by
difturbing and fhaking the Credit of their publick
Loans, impairing the Strength and Refources of
their Navy, as well as difconcerting, and in part
fruftrating their dangerous and extenfive Operations
of War, may reflet Luftre on our Arms, and add
Life and Strength to the common Caufe: And
whereas we are perfuaded, that nothing, in the
prefent Situation of Affairs, can fo fpeedily and
effenually annoy and diftrefls France, as a fuccefs-
ful Enterprize againft Rocbefors : Our Will and
Pleafure is, That you do attempt, as far as fhall
be found practicable, a Defcent, with the Forces
under your Command, on the French Coaft, at or
near Rochefort, in order ro atrack, if practicable,
and, by a vigorous -Impreffion, force thar Place ;
¢ and
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and to burn and deftroy, to the utmoft of yourPower,
all Docks, Magazines, Arfenals, and Shipping,
that fhall be found there, and exert tuch other Ef-
forts, as you fhall judge moft proper for annoying
the Enemy.
III. ¢ After the Attempt on Kochefort fhall either
have fucceeded, or failed; and in Cafe the Circum-
ftances of our Forces and Fleet thall, with Profpect
of Succefs, ftill admit of further Operations ; you
are next to confider Port [’Orsent and Bourdesux,
as the moft important Objects of Our Arms, on
the Coaft ot Framce: And Our Will and Pleafure
accordingly is, That you do proceed, fucceflively,
to an Attempt on both, or either of thofe Places,
as fhall be judged praéticable; or on any other
Place, that fhall be thought moft advifeable, from
Bourdeaux homewards to Havre, in order to catry
and fpread with as much Rapidity, as may be, a
warm Alarm along the Marnime Provinces of
France.
IV. ¢ In Cafe, by the Blefling of God upon Our
Arms, you fhould make yourfelf Mafter of any
Place on the Coaft of France; Our Will and Plea-
fure is, That you dov not keep Poffeflion thereof ;
but that after demolithing and deftroying, as far as
may be, all Works, Defences, Magazines, Arfe-
nals, Shipping, and Naval Stares, you do proceed,
fucceffively, on the ulterior Operanions of this Ex-
pedition, according as any of them fhall be judged
advifeable, and may be performed within fuch Time,
as fhall be confiftent with your Return with the
Troops under your Command, {o as to be in Eng-
land at, or about, as near as may be, the End
of September, unlefs the Circumftances of Qur
Forces and Fleet fhall neceffarily require their Re-
turn fooner: And you are to land the Troops at
Por tfmouth, or fuch other of Our Ports, as the Exi
gency of the Cafe may fuggeft.
V. ¢ Whereas it is neceffary, that upon certain Oc-
cafions you fhould have the Affiftance of a Copn-

3 c’il
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cibof War; We have thou'ght fit to appoiat fuch
a Council, which fhall confift of four of Our Prin-
cipal Land Officers, and of an equal Number of
Our principal Sea Commanders, including the Com-
manders in Chief of Our Land and Sea Forces (ex-
cept in Cafes happening at Land, relating to the
carrying on any Military Operations, to be per-
formed by Our Land Forces only, in which Cafes
you may call a Council of War, confifting of fuch
Officers of Our Land Forces as you fhall think
proper:) And all fuch Land and Sea Officers, in
the feveral Cafes before-mentioned, are hereby re-
fpettively dire&ed, from Time to Time, to be aid-
ing and affifting with their Advice, fo often as they
fhall be called together by you, or by the Com-
mander in Cluef of our Squadron for that Purpafe :
And in all fuch Councils of War, when aflfembled,
the Majority of Vouces thalt determine the Refo-
lutions thereof ; and in Cale the Voices fhall hap-
pen to be equal, the Prefident thall have the caft-
ing Vote.

V1. ¢ And whereas the Succefs of this Expedition
will very much depend upon an entire good Un-
derfranchng between Our Land and Sea Officers;
We do hereby ftrictly enjoin and require you, on
your Part, to maiatain and cultivate fuch good Un-
derftanding and Agreement, and to order, that the
Soldiers under your Command, fhould man the
Ships where there thali be Occalion for them, and
when they can be fpared from the Land Service ;
as the Commander in Chief of our Squadron is
wmftru&ed, on his Part, to entertain and cultivate
the fame good Underftanding and Agreement, and
to order the Sailors and Marines, and alfo the
Soldiers ferving as Part of the Complements of Qur
Ships, to affift Our Laad Forces, if judged expe-
dient, by taking Poft on Shore; manning Bat-
teries ; covering the Boats; fecuring the fafe reim-
barkation of the Troops; and fuch other Services

at Land, as may be confiftent with the Safety of
Our
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¢ Oor Floet. And is order to eftablifh the ftriceft
¢ Union, that may be, between you and the Com-
< mander in Chief of our Ships, you are hereby re-
¢ quired to communicate thefe Inflructions to him,
¢ and he will be direted to communicate thofe, he
< fhali receive, to you.

¢ VH. You fhall, from Time to Time, and as you
¢ fhall have Opportunity, fend conftant Accounts of
¢ your Proceedings, in the Execution of thefe Our
Inltruions, to one of Qur principal Secretaries of
¢ State ; from whom you will receive fuch farther
# Qtzders and Directions, as We may think proper to

¢ give you.
G. R~

-~

Tue Jupce Apvocate then informed the Court,
that he is not inftructed to give up any Point, wherein
Lieutenant General Sir Yobn Mordaunt {hould appear
to them, from the Evidence, to have difobeyed his
Majefty’s Orders and Inftructions; but the Matter
which he thinks it is his Duty chiefly to infift upon,
as being che principal Object of the Expedition, is a
Difubedience of the fecond Article of the Inftructions
Juft now read—relative to the ¢ attempting, as far
¢ ag fhould be found practicable, a Defcent, with
¢ the Forces under his Command, on the French
“ Coaft, at, or near, Rockefort, 1n order to attack,
“ if practicable, and, by a vigorous Impseflion, force
¢ that Place, and to burn and deftroy, to the ut-
*“ moft of his Power, all Docks, Magazines, Ar-
* fenals, and Shipping, that thould be found there,
“ and exert fuch other kfforts, as he fhould judge
““ moft proper for annoying the' Enemy ;”—and that
the Evidence intended to be laid before them was
principally applicable to that Point.

The following Papers were then laid before the
Court by the Judge Advocate, and read ;—fome of
them as referring to the above Inftru@ions, and being
in the Nature of fubfequent Orders confirming,
ftrongly enforcing. and in parg explaining the f;id

n-
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Inftructions, and the others, either as introdu&ory

to the former, or as acknowledging the Receipt of
them ; 71z,

A Letter from Sir Jobn Mordaunt to Mr. Secretary
P, dated [fle of Wight, 11th Auguft 1757, ten
at Night (proved upon Oath to have been received
by Mr. #oed, and dockerted by Mr. Rivers, and)
admitted by Swr Jobn Mordaunt, viz.

¢ Sir,

¢ Being honoured with his Majefty’s Command to
correfpond with you, I think it my Duty to ac-
quainat you, that on my Arrival here on Monday
laft, I was difappointed in finding none of the Tranf-
ports were come round, and more fo 1n that I have
not yet been able to hear any pofitive Account of
them : I have however employed this Interval in
giving fuch Orders, as I thought neceffary to have
the Troops heie 1n Readinefs for their Embarkation
at a Moment’s Warning,

¢ Having, on the Perufal of my Cowmiffion, forme
Doubt, how far I am impowered to cairy the Sen-
tences of Courts Martial in Capital Cafes into Exe-
cution, during my abode within his Majefty’s Do-
minions, I thould be glad, as foon as may be, to
know what is his Majefty’s Intention on that Head,
as there are now many Deferters with us ordered
for immediate Trial.

¢ I muft alfo beg Leave to trouble you further,
¢ on a Matter which occurs to me relative to the Ser-
¢ vice I am going upon; which is, that having
¢ fince my Arrival here converfed with Sir Edward
[ 3
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Hawke and Vice Admiral Knowles, who both
feem of Opinion, that it is poffible, from the
Nature of the Navigation to Rochefort, the Fleet
¢ may be detained even in Sight of the Coaft of
¢ France for a Week or ten Days, without be-
¢ ing able to get into the Road, or off the Ifle
¢ D'Aix, during which Time an Alarm will ne-
¢ ceflanly
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ceflarily be given in thole Parts ; this Conjunc
ture and Situation, if it fhould happen, appears to
me fo very dehcate, and equally to the other Ge-
ncral Cflicers on the Expedition, who may, by Ac-
aident to the firft in Command, come to be under
the fame Difficulty (the Succefs of our Undertak-
ing depending, as I apprehend, on the Suddennefs
of its Execution) that 1 fhould be glad, if it 1s
thought proper, to have a Direétion; how I am to
a¢t 1 that Cafe.
¢ Ifend this by an Officer, who will take Care to
deliver 1t tafeiy. Tam, &e. F. Merdaunt.
Right Hon. William Pitt,

Secretary of State.

A true Copy of a Letter from Mr. Secretary Pitt
to Sir Jobn Mcrdaunt, dated Whiteball, 13th Ay~
guft, 1757 (proved by Mr, #ood) wiz.

“ Sig,
¢ [ immediately laid your Letter of the 11th Inft. a¢
Night before the K'ng ; and am commanded by his
Mauyelty to let you know, that his Royal Intentions
are, that you fhould, by Virtue of your Commif-
fion, carry the Sentences of Courts Martial in ca-
piral Cafes into Execution, during your Abode
within his Mujefty’s Dominions, fo lung as the
Troops under your Command fhall continue under
their prefent Deftination, according to the King’s
Orders and Inftruétions.
¢ With regard to the fuppofed Cafe, as ftated in
your Letter, and arifing from Converfation had
with Sir Edward Hawke and Vice- Admiral Knowles,
namely, that it is poffible the Fleet may be de-.
taned in Sight of the Coaft of France for a Week
or ten Days, without being able to get into the
Road of Rocheforty or off the llle of 4ix, during
which Time an Alarm will negeffarily be given in
thofe Parts; in which Cafe you exprefs a Defire,
if thought proper, to have a particular DireQion,
how to a&: I am commanded thereupon by the
Kingy
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King, to fignify to you his Majefty’s Pleafure, “that
you, or fuch other Officer, on whom the Command
may devolve, do, in conformity to the Latitude
given by his Majefty’s Inftructions, judge of the
Praéticability of the Service, on the Spot, according
as contingent Events, and particular Circumftances
may require : The King judging it highly prejudi-
cral to the Good of his Service to give particular
Orders and Direétions with Regard to poffible con-

tingent Cafes, that may arife.
I am, &,

Sir Fobn Mordaunt. w. Piu.

A Letter from Sir Jobn Mordaunt to Mr. Secretary

L I Y . T N R U Y .\

\(.
<
<
€

Pur, dated Head-Quarters, Newpors, 2o0th Au-
Fut 1557 (the Receipt thereof being proved by
Mr. /#00d, and admitted by Sir Fobn Mordaunt)
vz,

¢ S1R,

¢ I have the Honour of your Comuuands, dated
Auguft 13th, and you may depend upon it, that his
Majefty’s Orders fhall be moft punétually obferved.
¢ Mr. Thames, who has long been, and now is,
Agent for the Tranfports, came here the 17th from
Portfioutk ; he fard, he came over on Purpofe from
thinking it his Duty to inform me, the Tranfports
were not fufficient for the Number of Troops;
I own his Converfation much puzzled me, as I
knew our Expedition fhould meet with no Delay on
one Hand, and that the Prefervation of the Soldiers
Healths ought, on the other, to be thought on. At
length 1 recollected two of the Commiffioners of the
Admiralty were at Portfmouth, to whom 1 fent a
Letter, a Copy ct which I now inclofe to you:
hough I have fince heard nothing from the Com-
miflioners, or Mr. Thames, 1 thought it my Duty to
mention this Circumftance to you, being informed
laft Night, by a Letter from Sir Edward Hawke,
¢ that

4
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that an Exprefs is fent to the Navy Board upon this
Occafion.
¢ The Troops are in great Spirits, and wait impa-
tiently for the Tranfports.
¢ Iam, &e.

¢ Right Hon. Wm. Pi1¢, his 7. Mordaunt”’

¢ Majefty’s principal Se-
¢ cretary of State.’

Copy of a Letter from Sir Jobn Mordaunt to Thomas

[
[3
(4
<

<

Orby Hunter and Gilbert Elott, Elqrs. Lords Com-
miffioners of the Admiralty, at Portfmouth, dated
Head-Quarters, Newport 17th Augufty 1757, Wed-
nefday Night (being inclofed in the lait mentioned
Letter to Mr. P:tt, and as fuch defired to be read
by Sir Fobn Mordaunt, though not infifted upon as
matenal to the prefent Queftion) vz

*GENTLEMEN, '
¢ Mr. Thames, Agent for the Tranfports, has juft
been with us, and fays, he thmks it his Duty to
mention, that the Tranfports are not fufficient to
carry the Number of Troops.
¢ We fend him with this Letter, that he may ex-
plain his Reafons for the Opinion he gives, 4nd,
if you find them fatisfattory, we flatter vurfelves
fome Method may be found, without occafioning De-
lay, to redrefs the Grievance.

¢ I am, Gentlemen, &,
(Signed) ¥ Morda.ns?
To Thomas Orby Hunter and

¢ Gilbert Ehott, Efgrs. Lords
¢ Commiffioners of the Ad-
¢ miralty, at Portfmouth. .

A Leuer from Mr. Secretary Pitt to Sir Jebn Mor-

daunt, dated Whiteball, s5th Sept. 1757, Four
o’Clock in the Afternoon tthe like bemg ar the
fame Time wrote to Sir Edward Hawke, musatis
mutandis, proved by Mr. Wood) wiz.

B.2 ¢« SiRr,
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* The Wind having been fair for the Tranfports
¢ going to Sprthecd, ever fince Friday Morning, | am
to acquaint you, that his Majefty expeéls, with Im-
patiénce, to hear, that the Troops are embarked ;
but, if by any Delay the Lmbarkation fhould not
be compleated, when this Letter reaches you, I am
to fignify to you the King’s Pleafure, that the moft
particular Diligence be employed in getting the
Troops on Board, and proceeding, without the
Lofs of a Moment, to the Execution of your Or-
ders and Inftruc¢bions with regard to the Expedi-
tion under your Care.
¢ His Majefly being informed, that ten Battalions
under the Orders of Sir Fobn Ligomer, were all
compleatly cmbarked at A%liiamfladr within the
Courfe of the twenty four Hours, in which they
arrived at that Place, the King expelts to hear, by
the Return of this Meflenger, that the Fleet with
the Troops under your Command on board have
proceeded to Sea, in cafe the Wind permits, agree-
able to your Orders and Inftrutions.

¢ I am, &¢.
. Pit,
¢ P.S. The Meffenger that carries this has my Or-
¢ ders to ftay tobring an Accountof the Fleet's faling,’

A Letter from Sir Fobn Mordaunt to Mr. Secretary
Pitt, dated Portfmouth, Oth September, njne at
Night (the Receipt being proved by Mr. #%od,
and admitted by Sir Fobn Mordaunt ) viz.

¢ Sigr,
¢ 1 had this Morning the Honour of yours of the
¢ gth Inftant, and can affure you, that not a Minute’s
¢ Time has been loft in embarking the Troops.
¢ Though the firft of the Tranfports did not ar-
¢ riveat Cowes, till Swnday Evening, we began the
¢ Embarkation at Day-break the next Morning, and
¢ continued putting the Teoops on board, till after it
¢ was

& A A A A AR R
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¢ was dark. We have followed the fame Method to
¢ day, and by that Means [ have now the Pleafure 10
¢ dcquaint you, that I finifhed the Embarkation of
¢ the laft Regiment at about fix this Evening.

¢ | beg you will do me the Favour to mention to
his Majefty, that we were obliged to march the
Troops and Baggage five Miles to the Place of
Embarkation, and that we were then forced to put
the Men in {mall Boats, in which they were rowed
above a Mile, before they could embark in the
Tranfports : Whereas at W illiamfladt the Troops
marched dire€tly from the Quay into the Tranf-
{ports without the leaft Poflibility of 2 Delay.

¢ Itis both my Duty, and the Pride of my Heart,
¢ to exccute wich the utmoft Difpatch and Diligence
¢ the Orders his Majefty has honoured me with, and
¢ I fatter myfelf a very fhort Time will now fhew it.

¢ Tam, &, F. Mordaunt.”
¢ The Right Hon. Wm. Put!

L * - ~ - L) ~ "

A trueCopy of a Letter from Mr. Secretary Pi¢t to Sic
Jolm Mordaunt, dated Whiteball, 1 5th September 1757
\the like bemng at the fame Time wrote to Sir Edward
Howke, mutatss mutandss, being proved by Mr. Rives 5,
and admutted by Sir Fobn Moerdaunt. )

* S1R,

* His Majefty, by his fecret Inftru@ions, dated
¢ the sth Day of fuguft laft, having direfted the
* Retufn of the Troops under your Command, to-
¢ gether with the Fleer ““fo as to be in &ngland at,
*“ or about, as near as may be, the End of Sepzem-
*¢ bery unlefs the Circumitances of the Forces and
¢ Ships fhall neceffarily require #heir Return fooner,”
* Iam now to fignify to you the King’s Pleafure, that
‘ you do ot confider the above-mentioned Time,
¢ limited for your Return, as intended, in any Man-
¢ ner, to affet or interfere with the full Execution of
¢ the firft and principal Object of the Expediuon,
¢ namely, ¢ attempting, as far as fhall be found
* pratticable, a Defcent on the Fremch Coalt at or

B € near
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¢ near Rochefort, in order to attack, if practicable,
< and, by a vigorous Impreffion, force that Place,
““¢ and o burn and deftroy, to the utmoft of your
¢ Power, all Shippi~g, Docks, Magazines, and Ar-
*$¢ {enals, that fhall be found there, and exert fuch
“ other Efforts, as fhall be judged moft proper for
 annoying the Fnemy.” And with regard to any
other paruicular Attempt, which, agreeably to your
Orders, you fhall have commenced, and in the
Execution whereof you fhall be atually engaged,
1t 15 alto lus Majelty’s Pleafure, that you do not
defift from, or break up the fame, mercly and
folely on Account of the Time limited for your
Return by the Inftructions above-mentioned ;—but
that, notwithftunding the fame, you do continue with
the Troops duiing fuch 4 farther Number of Days,
as may afford a competent Time for the Completion
of any Operation under the above Circumftances,
< after which you are 1o take Care to return with the
¢ Forces under your Command, and the Fleet, in the
¢ Mannet direCted by your former Inftruétions.

L S Y S S .

A Paragraph of a Letter from Sir Jobn Mordaunt to
Mr, Secretary Put, dated Ramiles, Rade de
Bafque, goth September 1757, acknowledging the
Recerpt of the laft mentioned Letter (the Receipt
being proved by Mr. #ood, and admitted by Sir
Fobn Mordaunt) viz.

¢ Sig,

¢ Laft Thurfday I had the Honour of yours of the
¢ ysth Inftant, and am pleafed with thinking, that
¢ before the Receipt of 1t we had judged right in
¢ refolving to attack L'Ifle D’ Aix, tho” it could not
¢ poflibly be done, without breaking in fome Mea-
¢ fure into bis Majefty’s Orders in regard o the
¢ Time of our returning to England.

Turee of the Papers above-mentioned (as contain-
ing Intelligence proved by Mr. Secretary Pt toshave
bécn communicated to Sir Jobn Mordaunt at {cveral

) Meet-
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Meetings, before he went upon the Expedition) were
then read, viz.

I.

A Letter from Captain, now Lieutenant-Colonel;
Clerk to Sir Jobn Ligomer, dated, London, Fuly
15th 1757,

¢ Sir,
¢ You have defired me to put down in writing, what

¢ I mentioned to your Excellency 1n regard of Rochefort.

o« 6 N a na e & A A AR 6t soa
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* Inreturmng from Gibraltar in 1754, 1 went alony
Part of the weftern Coaft of France to fee the Con-
ditions of fomc of their Fortifications of their Pla-
ces of Importance, on purpofe to judge, if an
Artempt could be made with a Probability of Suc-
cefs, 1n cafe of a Rupture, and of the Fremh
drawing away their Troops to Flanders, [taly, and
Germany, in the fame Manner as they did 1n the
laft War. 1 had heard that Rochefors, tho’ a Place
of the utmoft Importance, had been very much
neglected. 1 went there, and waited upon the Go-
vernor i my Regimentals, told him, that I was
upon my Way to England from Gibraltar, and that
I came on purpofe to fee the Place, the Dock, and
the Men of War. He was very polite; I was
fhewed every Thing, went on board ten Ships of
the Line new buile, and an Engineer atrended me
in going round the Place.
¢ I was furprifed to find, that tho’ there was a
good Rampart with a Revetement, the greateft Part
of it was not flank’d but with Redans; thatr there
were no Out-Works, no Covert-Way, and in ma-
ny Places no Ditch, fo that the Bottom of the
Wall was feen at a Diftance ; that in other Places,
where the Earth had been taken out to form the
Rampart, there was left about them a good Height
of Grousrd, which was a Difadvantage to the Place ;
that for above the Length of a Front there was no
Rampart, or even Intrenchment, but as the Ground
was low and marfhy at that Plece, bring next the
River, there were fome fmall Ditches, which were
B 4 ¢ dry
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¢ dry however at low Water, yet the Bottom remain-
y y
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ed muddy and fhiny.
¢ Towards the River, there was no Rampart, no
Paraper, no Batteries on either Side.  Towards the
Land-fide, there was fome high Ground very nigh
the Place, perhaps at the Diftance of -about 150 or
200 Yards.
¢ The Engineer told me, that the Place had re-
mained 1n that Condition for above 7o or 8o Years,
¢ I got no Plan of the Place, and put nothing
down in writing, for I found that the whole Town
had been talking of me, and thought it very extra-
ordinary, thatI fhould be allowed to go about and
fee every Thing.
¢ I burnt even tome Sketches and Remarks 1 had by
me upon other Places, that they might have no
Hold of me, in cafe they fearched my Baggage;
and therefore could only expofe themfelves, as I
had done nothing, but what was open, above board,
and with Permffion.
¢ Howevcr, as to Utility, I was as much fatished;
asif 1 had gota i'lan. In regard ot the Profilin-
deed, I have thought fince, thatit would not have
been amifs, :f I had known for certain the exa&
Height of tre Rampart: I think that it could not
well exceed 35 Feet. In Mariimere’s Geograpbical
Diétionary 1t 1s called only 20 Feet high. Perhaps
the Parapet is not included.
¢ I told your Excellency, that I had never feen
any Plan of the Place; but as there had becn ne
Alterationin the Works for fo many Years, I made
no Queftion, but that fome old Plan of it might
be found, which would coriefpond exaétly with
what I faid. In the Forces de L' Europe, which 1
have, there is no Plan of Rwcbeforr, but I found
one in the Duke of Argyle’s Edion, which 1 bor-
rowed and fhewed to your Excellency. It agrees
exaétly with what T faid, and with the Sketch I
grew of 1t befoge you from my Memory, except
¢ thag
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that a regular Ditch is reprefented every where,
which is not the Cafe.
¢ The River may be about 130 Yards broad. The
Entrance is defended by two or three fmall Re-
doubts, which I did not fee, nor could 1 venture
even to go down, and examine the Coaft.
¢ What [ mentioned to your Excellency of the
Method of infulting the Place, confidering it upon
the Footing of an immediate Affault, I have not
put down ; for tho’ it may be reafoned upon in a
general View, yet many Things can only be fixed
and determined 1mmediately upon the Spot. I was
told, that there are never any Troops at Rocbefort,
but the Marines. There might be about 1000 at
that Time.
¢ By the Expedition to Port L’Orient in 1746, it
appeared to me, that the Country People in Arms
are very litcle better than our own, and that an
Officer, who pofiefles himfelf, might march fafely
from one Eind of a Province to another with only
five Companies of Grenadiers, where there are no
regular Troops. They imagine at firft they can fight,
and their Intentions are good, till it comes to the
Point, when every Body gives Way, almoft before
the firing of a Platoon.
¢ In writing this I have obeyed with Pleafirre, as
have always done, your Excellency’s Commands.

¢ Iam, ¢ Robert Clerk.”
To Sir Jobn Lsgonicr.

1L,
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II. A TRANSLA-
T LON of the Paper,
intituled ¢ Memoire
¢ fur la Force atuelle
*« de la France, et les
¢« Services, . auxquels
« Plle et employée
¢ dans L’Anné 1757,”
(the fame being pro-
ved by Mr. #ood to be
a fathful Tranflation,
and the Original being
at the fame Time laid
before the Court for
their Satisfaction.), @zz.

MEMORIAL

¢ Of the actual Force of
¢ France by Land, and
¢ the Services on which
¢ it is employed in the
¢ Year 1757.
HE French Army,
at the Beginning
of the prefent Troubles,
confiftedonlyof 157,347
¢ Men, not including the
< Militia and the Invalids.
¢ It was compofed in the
¢ following Manner,

French

" A

L)

MEMOIRE

Sur la Force aftuelle de la
France par Terve, et les
Services auxquels elle eff
employée dans I' année
1757

L’/Irmeé Frangoife, ax

Commencement  des

Troubles prefentes, ne con-

Siftait  quwen 147,347

Hommes, non comprsfe la

Milice et les Invalides. Elle

etoit compefée de la Maniere

Juivante ;

In-
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¢ French Foot
s Arullery 4,100
¢ Foreign Foot 25,589
¢« King’s Houfd. Horfe 3,210

98,330

¢ French Horfe 14,520
¢ Fkoreign Horle 950
¢ Dragoons 7,680
¢ Huffars 800
¢ Light Troops 2,158

157,347

¢ In the Month of Au-
guft 1755, an Augmen-
tion was made of four
Companies of 45 Men
each, inevery Battalion
of theKing’s Regiment,
and of four Companies
of 40 Men each, in eve-
ry common Battalion of
French Foot,which made
in all 29.620 Men.
¢ About the fame Time
an Augmentation was
made in the Dragoons,
which made up every
Regiment four Squa-
drons of 640 Men, ma-
king in all 2560 Men.
¢ In the Month of De-
cember, of the fame Year
1755, an Augmentation
was allo made n the
Horfe of 10 Men a
Company, in all 5560
Men.
¢ The Royal Volunteers
and Fifcher’s Corps were
alfo augmented ; wedo
not know exattly to
what Number ; bur, ac—]
cording

Infanterie Francoife 98,330
Artillenie - 44100
Infanterse Etrangere 25,589
Maifon du Roy, Caval. 3,210
Cavalerie Francoife 14,520
Cavalenie Etrangere 960
Dragons - 7,680
Huflars - - 8co
Troupes Legeres, 2,158

T52.347

Au Mois & Aeiit 1753,
on fit une Augmentation de
4 Compagnies de 45 Hom-
mes chacune dans chague
Bataillon du Regiment du
Roy, et de 4 Compagnies de
40 Hommes chacune, dans
chaque Batasllon ordinarre
de I Infanterie Frangoife :
ce qui fasfort en tout 29,620
Hommes.

Environ le meme Tems,
une Augmentation fefit dans
les  Dragons, qui porta
chague Regiment & 4 Efca-
drons de 640 Hommes mon-
tant en tout & 2,560
Hommes.

Aw Mois de Decembre
de lo mime Annie 1755,
une Augmentaiion fe fit pa-
redlement dans la Cavalerse,
de 10 Hommes par Com-
pagme, en lout 5,560
Hommes.

Les Volontoires Royanx,
¢o les corps de Filcher, fu-
rent auff augmentis , nous
ne favons pas au jufte de
comben, mais, [elon nus

A,
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¢ cording to our Advices,
¢ this Augmentat on came
¢ to 680 Men, or therea-
bouts. Thefe feveral
Augmentations amount
to 38,420 Men; and
confequently, the French
Army (without reck-
oning the Militia and the
Invalids, which I put at
above 67,000) is com-
pofed of 196,000 Men.
They have, it is true,
raiffed two new Regi-
ments in the Country of
Liege 5 but notwithitan-
ding that, their regular
Troops are  under
200,000 Men.

¢ The Iflands of M-
norca and Corfica, with
the Colonies 1n Amerz. a,
take up 25,000 Men at
leaft ; they embarked 1n
¢« the Spring, 3, or 4000
Men for different Servi-
ces 1n the two Indies s
Marfhal 4" Et«ée’s Ar-
my, if the Regiments
were compleat, would
amount to 92,c00 Men;
Marfhal Richeliew’s 18
¢ 32,665; a Body of 6
or 7,00 Men muft alfo
be reckoned, which they
¢« are obliged to keep in
« Garrifon at Toulon, Mar-
¢ feilles, Cette, Aniibrs,8ec.
« at Hand for that Parcof
« the Coatt,

a n A A N & A n
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Avis, cette Augmentation
alloit a 680 Hommes, e
environ.

Toutes ces differentes Aug-
mentationsmontent 338,420
Hommes 5 et par confequent
P drmée Frangole ( fans
compter la Milice et les In-
valides, quejemets au deld
de 67,000) ¢} compofée de
196,000 Hommes. Ils ont,
a la verité, levé deux Noy
veaux Regiments dans le
Pais de Laege 5 mars mal-
gre tout celu, lenrs Troupes
reglées font au deflous de
deux Cent Mille Hommes,

Les Ifles de Minorque ez
de Corfe avec les Colonies
en Amerique, occupint au
Mo ns 25,000 Llommes
Ls ont fair embarquer, au
Printems, 2 & 4000 Hom-
mes pour differens Services
aux deux Indes; P Adrmée
de Monfieur le Maréchal
d’Eftrées, fi les Regimens
eloient complets, ot a
92,000 Hommes 5 celle du
Marichal de Richelieu of
de 32,665. Il faut ayffi
compter une Corps de 6 ou
7000 Hommes, qu’tls font
obligés de tensr en Garnifon
a Toulon, Marfelles, Cet-
te, Anubes, &¢, 4 porté
de cette Purize de bear Cére.

Selon
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¢ According to this

¢ Calculation then, there
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are 160,000 regular
Troops employed ; there
will remain about 4o,c00
Men for all the Garri-
fons from Sedan to the
Fronriers of Sw1flerland ;
as alfo for thofe of Rou-
fillon and Grienne, with-
out fpeaking of Flanders
and the Coaft.

¢ We reckon about
20,000 Men placed
from St.Valery toBergue;
fo that we have all the
Reafon to believe that
there cannot be 10,000
Men more fr m St. Va-
lery to Bourdeaux.

III. Tar MinvuTE taken ir
1757, contaning the Examination of Fojeph Tierry,
a French Pilot, (a T'ranflation bemng at the fame
Time laid before the Court, but not offired to
them as authentick) vz,

¢ Arlington-fireet, Auguft 1754,
¢ Prefent,

[
<
[4
<

€

[ 1
4
[
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Lord Anfon,
Sir Ed. Hawke,

Selon ce Calenl, done
viild 169,000 Hommes de
Troupes reglées employées 3
Il reflera emviren 40,000
Henmes ponr tous les Gar-
mfons dcpais Sedan juf-
q1’aux Frontiersdela Sufie,
de meme que pour celles du
Roufillon ef de Ja Guienne,
Jans parler de la Flandres
et de {a Cote.

Nous comptons environ
20,000 Hommes placés de-
puis St.Valery jufgu’ aBer-
gue, de fagon que nous avons
tout liew de croire, qu’tl me
peut pas y avoirr "10,000
Hommes de plus, depurs St.
Valery jufqu’ 2 Bourdeaux.

in Ariington-firect, Auguft

Mr. Secretary Pite,
Gen. Ligonier,

Lt.Gen.Sir J.Mordaunt, Adm. Knowles,

Major Gen. Conway,
Lord Holdernefie.!

LE nommé Fofeph Ti-

erry Pilote Frangois,
Natif de

Proteftant de

Religion, aiant &u€ exa-

miné, dit—Qu’l a ex.

ercé le metier de Pilote

cﬁ‘r

Capt. Clarke.

TRANSLATION.

JOfeph Tierry 2 French
Pilot, born

of the Protef-
tant Religion, baving been
examined, [aith,——— That
be bas been for above 30
Years in the Employ-
ment
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¢ fur les Cotes de Framce
¢ au de la de vingt ans,
¢ qu’il a fervi comme pre-
< mier Pilote a bord de di-
¢ vers vaiffeaux du Roide
¢ France, & nommément
¢ do Magnanime, fur le
¢ quel il a fervi pendant
¢ Y efpece de vingt et deux
¢ Mois; qu’il a conduit
¢ le dit vaiffeaux le Mag-
¢ nanime plufieurs Fois a
¢ Rade de PIfle de A,
¢ et qu'il connoitbien en-
¢ trée & la fortie de Ja dite
¢ Rade; que le chennel
¢ entresles Ifles D’ Oleron,
< & de RFé a trois heues
¢ de large; quily a lou-
¢ voi¢ fur le Magnanime;
¢ que les Bancs qu'il faut
¢ eviter font prés dela ter-
< re ;3 qu’on en peut dil-
¢ tipguer les Brrfans a une
*+ diftance confiderable;
* qulil y aune Banc nom-
¢ meé le Bojard, donton
¢ me courre pas grand
¢ 1ifque, moiennant les
* Br:fans,qui annoncent fa
¢ fituation ; Que pour en-
* trer a la Rade o A,y 1l
¢ 0’ yea pas de telles diffi-
¢ cultes, qu’il foit necef-
¢ {aire d’aveir un Pilote
¢ pour y conduire dcs
¢ grands vaiffeaux; qu’il y
¢ a bon moulliage tant et
¢ dedans la Radg quc’len

c-

ment of a Pilot, on the
Coafls of France, and bas
Jervad av firff Pilot on
Board feveral of theFrench
King’s Ships, having been
for twenty-twe Mcnths on
Board the Magnanime,
which [ard Ship be bas fe-
weral T imes brought into the
Road of the Ifle d’Aix, and
knaws very well how to go
in and oyt of the fard Road ;
that the Channel between
the Iflands of Rhe and Ole-
ron zs 3 Leagues broad, and
that be has turped it in
and out s the Magna-
nime. That the Shoals,
which are to be avoided are
near the Land, and the
Breakers are to diftsrgvifbed
at a confiderable Diftance 5
that there is a Shoal called
the Boiard, whub is not
very dangerous, as tbe
Breakers fhew its Sttuation
that the Entrance nto the
Road of Aix, isnot fo dif-
Jcult as to require o Pilot

) 20 brang am great Ships ; that

there is good Anchorage
both within the Road, dnd
out at Sea, in 12 and 14
Fathom Water, quite o
Bayonne,

That
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dehors en Mer a 12 &
14 Braffes d’eau jufqu’a
Bayonne.

¢ Que P’1fle de Aix a en-
viron fept Miles & 4»-
gleterre de circuir, &
une quarantaine de Ca-
banes, ou Maifons, rafl-
fembiés dans tne efpece
de village; qu’ily aune
Batterie de vingt guatre
a vingt fix canons de 24
Ib. de Bale, mais qu'il
n’y a pointde Fortifica-
tion ; que les plus gros
vaiffeaux peuvent en ap-~
procher de bien prés, &
que le vaifleau Je Mag-
nanime feu/ pourroit en
peu de temps deftruire
la dite Batterie.

¢ Que le plus gros vaif-
caux peuvent monter juf-
qu'a Pergerot, a dcux
miles Anglofes de 'em-
bouchure de la Riviere
avec leurs Canons, & E-
quipage ; que la Ruviere
eft fort etroite.

¢ Que ’on peut mettre
duMondea terre aunord
d’une Batterienommeéede
Fourras {ans etre vu du
Fort, dans une praierie;
ou le terrair eft ferme et
uni, a iz grande Portée
desCanons desV aiffeaux.
¢ Que de Pendroit, ou
PPon met pied a terre, juf-
qu’a Rockeferr il ¥ a cing
miles Anglosfes, le Che-

¢ min

That the Ile I’Aix is
about feven Enghth  Miles
in Coreumference y there are
about 40 Huts or Houfes
together in a kind of 17-
lagey that there 15 a Bat-
tery of 24, o7 26 Guns, 24
Peounders, bur that there
is no Fortification s that the
largeft Ships may come very
near it, and that the Mag-
nanime, 2lone, might de-

Siroy the faid Battery in a

very fhort Time.

That the largeft Ships
can go up as far as Verge-
rot, rwo Englith Miles

JSrom the Mouto of the Ri-

ver, with their Gums ani
Men, that the River is very
Harrow.

That Men may be land-
ed to the North of a Bat-
tery called de Fourras, ont
of Sight of the Fort, on a
Meadow where the Ground
is form and level, and with-
in. Random-Shot of the
Ships Guns.

That from the Landing-
Place to Rochefort, s _ﬁie
Englith Mjles, the Road
dry, and nor interfected ei-

tber
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¢ min fec, & n’elt poiat
¢ coupé par des fofics, ny
des marais.

¢ Que avilleeft prefque
entéurrée par un ram-
part, mais que ’endroit,

des deux cotés, il n’y a
point de mur I’efpace de
foixante pas, quin’eftfer-
mé fimplement que par
une Barriere ou Palifade,
et que le terrain pour
aborder les dites Pali-
fades n’eft coupé d’ au-
cun Foflé’

o A & A A A A A A A s~

qui aboutit a la Riviere |

ther by Ditches, or Mordfs:

That the City is almof}
Jurrounded with a Ram-
| part, but that on both Sides,
tn that Place which ends at
the Ruver there 1s mo Wall
for the Length of fixty Pa-
cesy the Inclofure being only
a Bar or Paltfade, and the
Ground tc come up to the
Palifade 15 mot nterfected

by any Foff.

Lirvrenvant Coroner Roptrt CLerk who
was employed as principal Epgineer on the Ex-
pedition, being fworn and queftioned, Whether he
was at any Time at Rocbefors ?

Anfwered, Yes, in the Year 1554.

9, Whether he at any Time wrote a Letter to
Sir Fobu Ligonier touching the State or Strength of

Rochefor: ?

A. He did in the Month of Fuly latt.

The Letter before read,

which bears date the 15th

of Fuly 1757, being fhewn to him, he faid, that the
fame is of his Wrinng, and is the Letter he now re-
fers to; the Contents of which he remembers per-
feétly.

BZing defired to difclofe to the Court any Matter,
other than contained in the faid Letter, which he
Judges material for the Information of the Court, as
tending to fhew the Practicability or Impragticability
of an Attack upon Rochefort, fo far as the fame was
communicated to Sir Fobn Mordaunt

He depofed, that on the 26th of September laft
he went to the Ifle of A4 to examine fome of the
principal Officers of the Fort, to fee if he could
procure from them any Information in Regard to

3 Rochefors.
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Rochefort. He examined two or three at firlt, but
found they would give him no diftin& Anfwer, on
which he refolved 1o dine with them, and pafs the
Day.—~After Dinner, he told them, that he had
ipoke to two or three of the Company in Regard to
the Strengih of Rochefers and other Places on the
Coaft, but that they feemed very much afrad of
giving him the fmalleft Degree of Information, but
that their Caution was needlefs, as he knew the
State of thofe Places as well as any of them: Oa
which he took out his Pencil, and drew a flight
Sketch firft of Rochclle, defcribing its weak Parts,
and then began and deferibed in the fame Manner
the Town of Rachefort. He did not immediately
afk their Opinions to confirm what he had faid, but
took the Engineer with him, who was one of the
Company, and walked round the Fort; and in the
“Way told him, that there had been a Difpute between
him and one of his Acquaintance, who knew nothing
of the Place, but by Hearfay, whether Water could
be thrown round the Town of Rochefort, and the Ditch
filed: The Engineer anfwered, it was impofiible,
upon Account of the Heighth of fome Parts of the
Ground: The Engineer added, that he had often
been at Rochefore, but that he could not give fo par-
ticular an Account of 1t, as he. had done; for he
had not examined it with the greateft Attention, hav-
ing always confidered ir, as an open Place.—This
Circumftance, he (Lieut. Col. Clerk) communicated
to Sir Jobn Mordaunt the next Day (being the 27th)
at 9 o’Clock in the Morning, and likewi?c to Major
General Conway, as they were walking together on the
Top of the Donjeon over the Gateway of the Fort at
the Ifle of Aix. The Anfwer Sir Jobn Mordaunt gave
him at the Tune was, that he was of Opinion, no
Credit could be given to what a French Engincer faid
on fuch a Subject, and afked the Deponent, if he
. MA”B the French Engloeer’s Sitoation, whether he
would have given any Information of that kind: He
C replied,
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replied, ¢ Different Men have different Charallers ;
¢ for my Part I believe him.”

Being afked, Whether he was fent by Sir Fobn
Mordaunt to the Ifle of Aix at this Time to get In-
formation ?

Anfwered, No; not at this Time.

Afked, Whether he had any Recommendation to
the Governor of Roacbefort, which procured him the
Civility he met with in being permitted to view
every Thing ?

Anfwered, No; that he appeared in his Regimen-
tals openly ; that he has travellea a great deal in
France, and always in his Regimentals, and never
was refufed fecing any Place, but once at Cette, and
that by a very particular Man, who refufed the La-
dies Permiffion to wa'k in the Gardens.

Being queftioned (at the Defire of Sir 7obs Mor-
daunt) What 1s meant by the Expreflion of ** a Front”
ufed in his Letter?

Anfwered, He reckons it at a common Medium ;
thinks 320 or 300 Yards. .

9, If an able French Engineer had as mauy Work-
men as he wanted at Rochefort, how long it would
take to throw up fuch an Entrenchment, as would
make it equally fecure, againft a Coup de Main, with
the reft of the Works?

A. Every Body knows the Difficulty of anfwering
& Queftion of this Kind, as it depends much on the
Nature of the Ground ; likewife, what may be the
Opinion of a very able Engineer, much fuperior to
what he pretends to be, might not entirely agree with
his Sentiments ; for his Part, he reckons, that Ram-
part was conftructed in fo abfurd a Manner, and the
Circumftance of the Ditch fuch, that be imagines it
not impoffible, that fuch an Entrenchment might be
thrown up, fo as to put it on a Footing with the
seft of the Place in a few Days Time; he cannot
anfwer the Queftion with more Precifion,

It being Three o’Clock, Adjourned till Tomorrow

Morning 10 0’Clock,
Thur{day,
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Trurspay, DecEmBER 135, 1757,
THE COURT bemng met purfuant to Adjournment,

Lieutenant Colonel Clerk was again called in, and
queftioned, as mention s made i his Evidence of
the Heighth of fome Part uf the Ground,—Whether
the Inequality of the Ground at Recbefort 1s fuch, that
any part of the Ditch muft be confiderally above Iigh
Water Mark ?

Anfwered, He conceives, the upper Part is confi-
derab'y higher, than the High-Water Mark ; though
i 1s very difficule to judge of the Level of Ground
with the Eye,

Q. Whether he made any Enquiry into the State of
Ruchejort, after their Airival in the Bufgue Road, be-
fore the 25th of September ?

A. On the 7 4th, he was {ent by Sir Fohn Mordaunt
from the Rammlres, which was lying 1n the Road of
Bafyue, to the Hle of Arx, toexamine What Prifoners
he could find, who bad been at Rocbefors s and, ac
the fame Time to reconnoitre the Point, which runs
out from Fuouras : He went to the Ifland, whrre he
found Captain Hamzliron, Aid de Camp to Major Ge-
neral Conway; who told him, that Major General
Conway had taken fuch Prifoners, as he found capa-
ble of giving any fauslattory Account, on Beard
Ship with him; upon which, after {peaking to fome
of the Prifoners, and not receiving any “ansfattion,
and giving himfelf the lefs Trouble, as Major Gene-
rai Conwsy had done that Part already, he went on
Board a Ship ; and, after Dinner, afked Captain How
to go along with him to reconnoitre the Point of Fos-
ras; and propofed to him to go on Shore, which was
agreed to: They went accordingly, as did alfo Mr.
Beyd and Mr. Williams 5 and after walking a Couple
of Miles over a fpongy Neck of Land, which is
overflowed at High-Water, they came upon the fo-
lid Continent, when he thought it not proper to pro.

ceed any farther; left, if they ventured beyoncrlq tbl:
C2 e
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Neck of T.and, they might be furrounded, or cut
off. They faw Fouras diftin&ly, that is to fay, the
Walls ; they could not fee the Fortifications, as they
viewed it by Moon-light, and belicves, upwards of
an Englyfb Mile diftant ; they alfo faw a Fire, like
the Flafh of a Pan, about a Mile off, which made
him propofe to return on Board Ship : Mr. Bgyd faid,
he heard a Fuzee go off'; but the Deponent cannot
fay, he did: I'hey heard afterwards, from a Bat-
tery or Redoubt, (which is called Fort & Aiguille) a
Beating to Arms ; they heard it very diftinctly ; but
he cannot fay at what Diftance.

9. If he can recollect, how the Wind was at that
Time?

4. Tt was perfeétly calm.

8, Did he make any Obfervations in that Walk ?

4. He don’t remember any thing of Confequence s
he reported 1t next Morning to Sir JFobs Mordaunt.

Q. Whereabouts he went on Shore ?

A4 At the Point of Land called Ifle Denis 5 it runs
out from Fort Fouras.

2. Did he land immediately on the Shors?

A. They landcd on a Rock, between which Rock
and the folid Continent is the {pongy Ground he has
fpoken of.

9, When did he leave Gibraliar ?

A. In September 1753.

9. As he mentions in his Letter having been at
Rochefort in the Year 1754 ;5 Whether he has at any
Timme in the Interval of three Years, between that
and 1757, mentioned the Obfervations he made there ?

A. He has fpoke of them to one or two People,
who, he believes, may have mentioned them ; and
indeed, he fpoke of them with an Intention they
fhould be mentioned. The Letter to Sir Fobn Ligs-
nier was wrote by Sir Fobr’s Order, and arofe from
fome Converfation, which had before paflfed on the

Subjedt, Sir Jobn cfcﬁring him to put his Obfervations
ig Writing.

2, Whs-
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9, Whether he had any Difcourfe with Sir ¥obn Li-
gonier, in relation to Rochefors, before Fuly 1757,
being the Munth, in which his Letter is dated ?

A. He doesnot know, that he mentioncd any
Thing of Rochefort to Sir Fobn Ligouter in particular,
before Fuly 1757.

Q. (By Defire of Sir Fobn Mordeunt) Cou'd he
obferve any Bank or Dyke at Rochefort, which fepa-
rated the dry Foffé from the wet one ?

A. He remembers none ; he is abfo'utely clear in
his Opinion, it was impoffible to let the Water i all
round.

9, (by the Court.) Whether if he had been in
Rochefort, and the Defence of the Place had been lefe
to him, as anEngineer, and he had hadtenDaysNotice
of a Foree marching up, he could have put itin a fuf-
ficient Pofture of Defence agawit a Coup de Man ?

A. No; but that depends greatly upon the Num-
ber of the Garrifon. He explained, that, what he un-
derftands by a Coup de Main is taking a Place in one,
tw?{, three, or four Days Time, without a regular At-
tack.

2, Could it have been attacked without opening
Trenches ?

A. Yes.

2. Had they fcaling Ladders with them ?

A. They had fcaling Ladders 3o Feet high; and
the Ramparts at Rockefort were but 25 Feet at the
higheft, taking in the Parapet; for in his Letter to
Sic Fobn Ligonier he put down every thing at the
highett,

Q, If Rocbefort could not have been taken under
threc or four Days, whether Artillery would nat
have been neteffary to facilitate the taking of the
Place ? :

A. Undoubtedly, Artillery would have been pro-
per; but perhaps not abfolutcly neceffary.

, Had they fuch Artillery ?
. They had Artillery for that Purpofe; and as
much, as he judged proper, viz. Six 24 Pounders,
C3 and
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and four 12 Pouaders, together with fpare Carriages.
. Does he think ¢he Artillery could have been
{anded with tolerable Eafe?
A. He thinks, very eafily, at Chazelaillon Bay.
,%1 W{x’ethcr that is ontheRochefortSide of u eCharente?
. Yes.

Q. How near could the Tranfports come, in order
to land the Troops?

A. The Report of the Rear- Admiral and Captains
of Men of War anfwers that Queftion.

" Q. (At Sir Fobn Mordaunt’s Defire) What Day he
made himfelf Mafter of the Nature of the Coaft ?

A. The firft he heard of the Report of the Rear-
Admiral and Captains was from Caprain Buckle on
the z5th; and he was afterwards more fally informed
on the 28th, and in the Way home.

R, Does what he fays, in regard to landing the
Artillery, arife from an Opinion he formed upon the
Spot, or what he has heard fince ?

A. He formed that Opinion on the Spot; on any
fandy Beach, hc imagnes, wherever Troops can
lIand, Arullery can be landed.

Q. Was he ever prefent and affifting at the At-
tack of any Place ?

A. He was at the Siege of Bergen-op-zoom, a Vo-
lunteer, and taken Prifoner the Day of the Aifault;
he was alfo at Port [’Orient, Engmeer in Ordinary,
which now gives the Rank of Captan; and went a
Volunteer with Sir Yobn Mordaunt to Oftend, but they
did not arrive, till after the Siege ; he faw the Attack,
and was afterwards in the Trenches.

COLONEL Y4MES WOLFE, (employed as
Quarter-Mafter-General on the Expedition) being
fwarn, and defired to declare whatever he knows ma-
terial for the Information of the Court, tending to
fhew the Pradticability, or Impra&icability, of a De-
fcent on the French Coaft, in Order to an Attack up-
on Rochefort at any Time while the Expedition was
on Foot,—Depofed, That Sit Fobn Mordauns fent

Colonel
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Colonel Howard, Licutenant-Colonel Murray, and
himfelf, on the 29th of Seprember, to view the Bay of
Chatelaillon. They went firt on board the Fiper
Sloop, which anchored neareft to the Land, and had
but a very imperfeét View of the Land from thence;
Colonel Howard 1n particular had a good deal of Con-
verfation with the Captain of the Sloop, with regard
to the Obfervations he had made. Not thinking they
faw any thing diftinc¢tly enough from thence co make
a Report upen, they went in a Boat, and rowed with-
in the great Bay of Cbatelasllon, within a Mile and a
balf of the Coaft, being as near as they could venture
with Safety; and the Report they made to Sir Fobn
Mordaunt, when they returned was, that they had not
fecn any Entrenchments, Redoubts, Basteries, or
Troops, to prevent theit landing in the great Bay of
Chatelarllon : That they had feen fix Pieces of Artil-
lery upon the Point of Chatelaillon, and that the
Sand Hills on the Shore were high enough to conceal
the Motious of any Troops behind them (even Horfe
he believes) from Boats rowing to the Shore. They
further reported, what Information they had recerved
from the Captain of the Viper, namely, That fome
Days befure thar, he had feen a Number of Men on
the Coaft with Colours (but the Captain could not
afcertain the Number) marching from the Side of
Rochelle to the great Bay of Chatela'lion, down to the
left of the Point, and that thofe Men had been work-
ing in the Sand Hills three or four Days, he is not
fure which, and had changed the Form of them.—He
added, that before they went out of the ¥iper, they
faw fome Guards, or Pofts, upon the Shore of the lefler
Bay, juft upon the Edge of the Coaft.

Being aftked, Whether their Report was made pre-
vious, or fubfequent, to the Refolution taken of re-
turning to England ? '

Anfwered, It was made about Five 0’Clock ip the
Evening of the 29th; he cannot fay, whether before
or after that Refolution, as he does not know at what
Time-of the Day that Refolution was taken,

C 4 Being
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Being afked, Whether ever he was fent out to re-
connoitre before the 2gth?

Anfwered, That he was not fent out to reconnoitre
betore ; but went out by Sic Fobn Mordaunt's Leave,
rather than being fent, about one 0’Clock of the 23d,
during the Attack of the Ifle of Aix, and came to the
Fort a little while -afier it furrendered. He landed,
and got upon the Ramparts, and from thence viewed
Fouras and the Land about ir; he ftayed as httle
while as he could, and then returned immediately to
the Ramilies, which was anchored at a confiderable
D.ftance from the Ifle of Aix, and made a Sort of a
Report, of what he had obferved, to Sir Edward Hawke
and Sir Jobn Mordaunt. He mentioned the Situation
of Fouras, as it appeared to him, and took Notice of
what he thought to be the Strength of it, to the Ad-
miral and the General, which he was induced to dv,
as nobody elfe within kis Knowledge had done i,
and took the Liberty of faying to Sir Edward Hawke,
that he believed, if the Depth of Water would allow
of coming near enough, a Ship would batter it down
very eafily, or at leaft would fo far take the Fire of
the Fort upon the Ship, that the Troops might very
fafely land round about it ;—what he fpoke of the
Land on the other Side of the Fort was from Conjec-
ture only.  Sir Edward Hawke at that Time feemed
1o embrace the Propofal witha great deal of Warmth,
and Sir Jobn Mordaunt fo far approved of it, that he
has been told, that Sir 7obn and the other Generals
the next Day made the Propofal in a more formal
Manner to the Flag-Officers.—The Deponent be-
lieves, he faid to Sir Edward Hawke, that, as he fup-
pofed, the Pilot of the Magnanime could very well
inform him of the Depth of Water ; and as the Ad-
mirals and Generals did not appear to difapprove of
his fpeaking upon that Point, he juft hinted to Sir
Edward Hawke, that it might not be amifs to caufe
fome Diverfion on the Side of Rocbelle, to divide the
Enemy’s Attention, which he apprehended might be
done by means of the Bomb-ketches; he mcntiol:x.s

this
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this particularly, as Sir Edward had fo far agreed to
it, that he fent both for the Pilot and the Bomb-
ketches up from the Ifle of fix that Night, as he be-
lieves, the Deponent having fuggeﬁcg to him his
Opinion, that there was not 2 Moment’s Time to be
loft.—The next Morning the Deponent, not having
been able himfelf to fee the Ground on the other Side
Fouras, fpoke to the Piot, and afked him fome
Queftions concerning that Ground, particularly,
whether a Bpdy of Men, being conveyed in Boats or
Cutters, could be landed during the fuppofed Atrack
by Sea, between Fouras and kort la Pointe, fo as to
cut off the Communication from Rocbefort. The Pi-
lot feemed clearly to underftand his Notion of the
Artack, and of Janding at the fame Time on both
Sides the Fort, and told the Deponent he could, or
believed he could, (he cannot fay pofitively which})
take the Magnanime up to batter the Fort; as allo,
that the landing between Fouras and lz Pointe was
very pra&ticable, fuppofing the Fort to be attacked,
as propofed, at the fame Time.

Being afked, at the Defire of Sir Fobn Mordaunt,
whether, on the Evening of the 23d, Sir Edward
Hawke did not tell him, that he intended the next
Morning to fend up a Ship to batter Fouras ?

Anfwered, He underftood Sir Edward Hawke's
Intentions to be fuch.

Afked, (by the Court) What Number of Men he
apprehends could have been landed in the Boats ¢

Anfwered, In all the Boats of the Fleet he con-
ceives 22 or 23 Hundred Men ; he means, Infantry.

Afked, (by Defire of Sir Fobn Mordaunt) What
Number of* Troops, under a good Officer, might
have been fufficient to prevent their Landing in Che-
telaillon Bay out of Boats ?

Anfwered, This is only Matter of Opinion, and
depends intirely on the Goodnefs of the Officer ; but
according to his Notions, he fhould imagine a thoy-
fand regular good Foor, and two or three hundred

Horfe,
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Horfe, exclufive of Artidlery, would make it very
difficult for 22 or 23 Hundred Men to land there.

Afked, (by the Court) when the Men were in the
Boats, how far had they torow 1o Land ?

Anfwered, The Tranfports were anchared at dif-
ferent Diftances ; they were, one with another, about
four or five Miles from the Shore.

Afked, In what Boats the Men were intcnded to be
Tanded ?

Anfwered, In the Long boats of the Men of War
and Tranfports, which muft have been towed by tlre
Row-boats and Pinnaces, ac the Wind was off Shore,
on the 28th. When the Wind was fair, he believes
it might be poffible to fer Sai} for the Purpofe of
landing.—7 he Tranfports had each of them a Long-
boat, and moft of them two or three rowing Poats.

Afked, How near he was at any Time to Fort
Fouras?

Anfwered, The neareft Diftance he ever was to
Fort Fouras was on the Domeon at the Iile of Aix,
which is about five Miles from the Fort, as he
judges.

Afked, How near the Sand Hills were to the
Water ? .

Anfwered, They feemed to be pretty near at High
Water ; they are, as they fay, about Fifty Yards
from High-Water Mark.

Afked, At what Diftance the landing could be
made from the Six Pieces of Arullery mentioned in
his Evidence ?

Anfwered, That it depends on the navigating of the
Poats ; but he conceives it poflible to Jand 1intirely
out of the Reach of that Artillery.

Afked, How does he compute the 22 or 23 hun-
dred Men, which he fuppofcs could have been landed
at once ?

. Anfwered, Sir §obn Mordaunt, by his Orders on
the 28th, had provided, that the Boats fhould not be
too much crowded ; and the Deponent took fome
Bains to enquire, how many Men had been cmbarlé-

€0,
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ed, and how many were intended to be embarked ;
and from thence he made this Calculation, but can-
not pretend to be exact.

REAR-ADMIRAL THOMAS BRODPICK be-
ing fwarn, was afked, What Day the Fleei, fent out
upon the Expedition, arrived off the Coatt of Frauce?

Anfwered, Thinks, the 20th.

Q. What Day they got within the Bafgue Road ?

A. The 22d or 23d ; thinks the 23d; the Attack
of the Ifle of Ax was made the fame Day.

@, Whether he was at any Time fent out to recon-
noitre, and make Soundings ?

A. He was fent out the 23d in the Afternoon by
Sir Edward Hawke, and was upon that Service all
Night, and continued upon it, he thinks, till 30r 4
o’Clock the Afternoon following, when he returned,
and immediately made his Report te Sir Edward
Hawke.

A PAPER, purporting to be a Copy of the faid Re-
port, being produced and fhewn to Rear- Admiral
Brodrick, he peiufed and confidered the fame, and
informed the Court, that he believes 1t to be an exaét
Copy of the Report made by him to Sir Edward
Hawke, jointly with the three Captains fent with him
upon that Service, which was then read in Words
following :

¢ In Purfuance of an Order from Sir Edward Hawke,
¢ Knight of the Bath, Admiral of the blue Squa-
¢ dron of tus Majefty’s Fleet, &c. Dated the 23d

¢ of September, 1757,
E the under written went and founded the
French Shore from Rockelle to Fort Fouras,

¢ and find as follows.

_ ¢ Fromthe fouth Point of the Entrance of Rocbrlle,
¢ (on which Point there are 27 Guns mounted on Bar-
* bet) to the Poigg of the Augolin, we find it arocky
¢ Shore, and fteep Clifts, with Shoals near two Miles
¢ off; from Angolin to Chatclaillon, we find afair,;ard,
ndy,

3
<
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s fandy Beach, with a Flat lying off near two Miles,
¢ having but thrcc Fathom at High Water at that
¢ Diftance, but clear Ground, along which Beach
< are Sand Hills about Fifty Yards from the Top of
< High Water. On the Point of Chatelaillon are two
¢« Guns on Barbet, which can no Ways annoy the
¢ landing of the Troops in the Bays of either Side of
¢ it ; and off which Point runs a Kiff of Rocks Weft
two Miles, which are dry at low Water; and
round the faid Point, about haif a Mile to the
FEaftward, there is a fmall fandy Bay near half a
Mile long, and the Land over the faid Bay rifes
with an eafy Afcent abouta %Jarter of aMileto a
Church or Convent, with a few Houfes near it;
ffom the fandy Bay, along to a fquare Fort on the
fouth Part of the Bay, lies a long flat Mud, which
is dry near two Miles at low Water.
¢ It is ouf general Opinion, the Tranfports cannot
come nearer to cither of the forefaid Bays (in order
to land Troops) than a2 Mile and an half, as we
found three Fathoms only at that Diftance at High
Water.
¢ ‘The fquare Fort on the fouth Side of the Bay we
¢ could only fee two Sides of ; the Face to the North-
¢ Weft had nine Embrazures, and that to tf# North-
¢ Eaft only two.
¢ Given under our Hands, on board his Majef-
¢ ty’s Ship Ramilies in Bafque Road, this 24th
¢ of September, 1757.
¢ Traomas BrRoDbRricK.
¢ James DoucLas,
¢ Per. DEnnIs.
¢ MartT. BuckLEe.”

A N A e A A AN

.o A A n

Rear-Admiral Bredrick being afked, as the Report
only mentions Tranfports, how ncar the Mcn of
‘War could come to the Shore ?

Anfwered, In his Opinion, not nearer than Two
Miles, 1

Q. What
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9. What Sort of landirg there was for Boats, in the
great Bay of Chatelaillon ?

A It was a fair fandy Bay, hard Ground, and 2
landing might have been made with Eafe, in his
Opiniun.

Q. Whether he faw any Troops to obftrut the
landing, had it been attempted foon after his Return
from the Soundings ?

A. When he was founding, he did oblerve Troops
to the Northward of the Bay of Chatelaillon, to the
beft of his Judgment, about four or five hundred
Foot drawn up on 2 Hill, and in the Bottom, to the
Northward of the Hill, were about one hundred and
fifty Horfe, as near as he could judge.

9 How far, according to the beft Information he
recewved, is the great Bay of Chaselaillon from Roche-
ort ? )

f 4. It is about 9 Miles, as he was told, from
Rockefort, and g Miles from Rochelle; but cannot
take upon himfelf to fay, it is fo.

9. (By Defire of Sir Fobn Mordaunt) Could the
Men of War have covered the Landing and the Re-
treat ?

A. He don’t think they could do cither the one, or
the other.

2 Does he think, feparated as the Fleet then was,
confidering the Wind and Tide, (of which Ciicum-
ftances he 1s the moft proper Judge) that all the ne-
ceffary Preparations could have been made, fo asto
have effected the landing that Night ?

A. He does not think, they could.

2. (By the Court) Could he, by the help of 2
Glafs, obferve how the Troops were cloath’d, whe-
ther in Regimentals, or otherwife ?

: A. They were at too great a Diftance to difcover
that.

2. What Number of Men, in his Opinion, not
crowding the Boats, could have been. landed to-
gether?

Al
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4. Tv was generally thoughe, in all the Boats, they
could have landed fromfifteen toeighteen hundredMen;
they put but very few in the-Boats, that wereto tow
the Lang-boats; but this is only Matter of Opinion ;
he cannot poflibly afcertain the dire@ Number.

Q. Incafe 1800 Men were put on board the Boats ;
whether he does not imagine there would be a confi-
derable Diftance of Time between the difembarking
the firft Men, and the laft of the fame Embackation ?

4. He fhould have thought it his Duty to have
contrived fo, as thatall the Boats fhould have landed
togethef.

£, Suppofing it moderate Weather, (upon the
2.5th of September for Inftance, if that was fuch Wea-
ther) what would have been the Diftance of Time be-
tween the firft and fecond Difembarkation ?

A. He cannot pretend to fay; he never confidered
it in moderate Weather; and as to the 2 5th of Seprem-
ber, he cannot particularly recollect, how the Weather
was that Day.—On the Night of the 28th, in which
Preparation was made for landing, it would have
taken at leaft fix Hours; but not near fo much in
good Weather. :

THE EVIDENCE in Support of the Charge being
refled here, Sir FOHN MORDAUNT was told it
was now Time t¢ make his Defence ; who inform-
ed the Court, that he had caufed fome Thoughts
to be put in Writing, which, as he had an Hefi-
tation in his Voice, he prayed the Court would
permit to be read ; and the fame were read accord-
ingly, as follows, wviz.

* My Lorp,

« His Majefty was pleafed to confer upon me the
¢ Command of the I.and-Forces appointed to co-
¢ operate with a Squadron of Ships of War, com-
% manded by Sir Edward Hawke, to be employed
¢ upon the late Expedition: The Enterprize proved

“ ipeffetual, Soon after my Return I was fum-
¢ moned
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moned to appear before a Board of General Of.
ficers, whom his Majefty had appointed to enquire
ito the Caufes of the Failure of the Expedition.
T appeared upon the Enquify, and was con-
fidered as a Perfon accufed, and from whom a De-
fence was expected.
¢ The Enquiry had al! the Appearance of a Pub-
lick Trial, except in two Circumftances,~—~The
Witrefles were not examned upon Oath, and I,
who ftood accufed, was examined; which Exama-
nation might, in its Tendency, produce, if the
Cafe would bear it, a Charge againft myfelf.
¢« I am now called upon in a Court-Martial to an-
fwer to a general Charge of Difobedience of his
Majefty’s Orders. No Intumation was given me,
to what parucular Inftances of Dilobedience it
would be apphed.
«1 do not complain of thefe Proceedings; my
own Conduét gives me nothing ro apprehend ; and
his Majefty’s Government 1s incapable of Oppref-
fion.
¢« T am not fenfible, that any Error, T am fure, no
A&t of Difobedience will be found in my Share of
the Tranfafton,
« T am now accufed of Difobedience of the fecree
Inftruttions. Itis a ciiminal Difobedience that is
imputed to me, and a criminal Difobedience im-
plies a pofitive Dwection.
¢ It is upon this Ground, that the Profecutor has
proceeded ; and in order to make out the Charge,
there have been produced certain Papers and Wit-
nefles, which ought to be confidered in two Lights.
—ft. Some relaung to a Tranfation previous to
the Expedition, as Colonel Clerk’s Letter, the
Pilot’s Examinaiion, the Paper relaung to the

French Forces, and the Evidence of Mr. Secretary
Pisu,

¢ Thefe are only introdutory, and the Ground of

the Equipment, and prior to the Inftruétions ; and
thercfore altheugh they are fufficient to fhew the
¢ Reafons
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Reafons, why the Adminiftration fent out the Fleet
and Forces, yet fuch Evidence can never be ap-
plied to prove a fubfequent Difobedience to pofte-
rior Orders; and that this Reafoning is juft, ap-

ars from the very Article on which the Charge
1s founded.
¢ For notwithftanding the Minifters were poffeficd
of all this Evidence. and atted upon it, yet my
Inftructions were not pofitive ; but the Operations
were exprefsly left to what fhould be difcovered of
the Pralticability of the Attempt.
¢ The fecond Sort of Evidence was by fome Wit-
neffes to prove, That in Fa& there was {ufficiens
Ground newly difcovered, after the Fleet got 1nto
the Rade de Bafques, to fhew tnat the Attempt
upon Recbefert, mentioned in the Inftructions, was
practicable.
¢ This Sort of Evidence has been carried down to
the Morning of the 29th of September, and no
later.
* The Evidence under this fecond Head is the
anly Evidence, that can legally and juftly be ap-
plied to prove the Charge againft me.
¢ That Evidence confilts of Colonel Clerk’s Ac-
count of a Converfation with a French Engineer
upon the 26th of Sepzember in the Afternoon,
< Whether the Evidence of this fingle Fresch En-
ginecr deferved the Weight, which the Profecutor
feems to lay on it, will appear very clearly when
I have opened my Defence, and the Court is fully
poflefld of all the Facls relative to this Subject.
¢ In the mean Time this may be obferved, That
Colunel Clerk, the Chief Engineer in the Expe-
dition, produced no new Intelligence ’till the 27th,
altho” he arnved on the 23d, was examined at the
Council of War on the 25th, procured this Ac-
count on the 26th, and did not communicate it
tifl the 27th.
¢ Colonel .ife's Evidence is confined altogether
to the Obfervations he made upon the zgtcl; in

[13 on~
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Confequence of the Orders I had given him to
examine the Coaft ; and what was done upon the
2gth will appear to the Court, and be accounted
for hereafter.
¢ Thus much may be here obferved, That we had
unanimoufly determined upon the 28th to attempt
a Defcent in the Bay of Chatelaillon. The At-
tempt was difappointed, and not renewed for the
Reafons that will be mentioned, when I come to
that Part of my Defence.
““ A Memorandum has been delivered in by the
Secretary of State, thewing the Number of the
Land-Forces in Framce in 1757. By that it ap-
pears, (allowing the Account to be juft) that
40,000 Regular Troops remain at Home for the
Defence of their Country, which are fuppefed to
be diftributed 1n fuch a Manner, that only 10,000
are left to guard the whole Coaft from §t. Valer:
to Bayonne. ’Tis evident from reading the Pa-
per itfelf, that the Diftribution of the Regular
Troops is Matter of Guefs and Computation, not
of Intelligence. Befides the Regular Troops, it
iz allowed that there are 67,000 Militia, Invalids,
¢, which are not accounted for.
““ A few Reflettions will fuffice tu fhew the Weak-
nefs of this Reafoning. In the firft Place, Why
fhould the Court of France place 30,000 Regular
Troops 1n Garrifons, where they bhave nothing
to fear ? For Inftance, on the Frontiers next the
Dominions of the Emprefs, who is entirely at
their Mercy ; or on the Coaft of the AMediterrancan,
where they have no Defcent to fear from a Fleet
that has no Land-Forces on board ; or on the Bor-
ders of Sparn, wih whom they are at Peace, and
but too well allied, only to leave her Coaft 1o the
Channel expofed to our Flcets, who are profeffed-
ly watching for an Opportunity of infulting them.
Why might nct ghe 67,000 Militia, who appear
to have nothing elfe to do, beemployed in guard-
ing the Coaft? And we muft take care not to
D ¢ form
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form a Notion of their Militia from our own.
Many Regiments of them have feen Service in the
Field ; moft of them have begn in Garrifon, Two
Regiments of the Militia were employed in the
Siege of Offend. Now why might not 30,000 of
them be placed in she Frontier Garrifons, where
no Enemy was apprehended, and an equal Num-
ber of Regulars be drawn down to the Coalts?
Thefe along with the reft would form a Body of
40,000 regular* Troops, and 37,000 Miltia to
guargd the Coaft aganft our Ten Battalions. This
Meafure, which we fuppofe them to have taken,
was prudent, obvious, aud practicable. The Pre-
parations we were aking in England, pointed out
to them the Fxpediency of it, and the Delays that
attended our P'reparations allowed them Time to
execute 1it.
““ Heie the Profecutor has thought fit to reft his
whole Charge and clofe his Accufation.
“ And in order to fhew the Weaknefs of it, the
Court will conlider the Inftruétions, under which
I took the Command, and the Circumftances un-
der which T was obliged to form my Judgment.
*“ The Inftructions have been read, and it is the
fecond Arucle alone, by which the Charge againft
me is to be fupported. But befides this Article,
the fifth Article of the Inflruéhions is equally ma-
terial, and deferving the Attention of the Court.
“ The Words of the fecond Article are exceed-
ingly plain, and fhew, that I did not fet out un-
der peremptory, pofiive Orders, but that every
Attempt was left contingent to be determined ac-
cording to the Practicability to be judged of upon
the Spor. I fay, to be judged of upon the Spot,
becaufe it is very material to remark, That it
was not judged of, or determined upon here at
Home.
¢« The Coyrt will alfo obferve, who was the Per-

fon to judge s certainly the Commander in Chief.

But as io a Cafe of fo much Importance, his Ma-
6 jﬁﬁy
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« jefty thought it' proper to affift that Commander
<« ‘with a Council to be compoted, as in the fifth Ar-
¢ ticle, T may confidently affert, that the Judge-
¢ Advocate will not contend, that I could difobey
<¢ his Majefty’s Inftrutions by taking the Affiftance
¢« of a Council fo appointed.

¢« It could not be Difobedience to doubt.

¢« It could not be Difobedience to defire Affiftunce
“¢ to clear up that Doubt.

¢ If it was poffible for the Court to hefitate upon
¢ the proper Senfe of thefe Inftrultions, Mr. Se-
¢ cretary Pizt’s Letter of the 13th of .7uguft makes
““ it clear to a Demonftration ; in which he fays,
¢ He is commanded to fignify his Majefty’s Pleafure,
¢ That you fhould, in Conformity to the Latitude
given by his Majefty’s Inftrutions, judge of the
Pratticability of the Service upon the Spot, ac-
cording as the contingent Events and particular
Circumftances may require.’
« If this could require further Explanation, what
« arifes upon the third Arucle of Inftrutions re-
¢ lative to Port P’Orient would eftablith it.

¢ The Direftion to attack Port Orient is exprefled
¢t in the fame Manner as the fecond Article, with
¢ regard to Rochefort, that 15, * If 1t fhonld be
¢ judged practicabie.

< Yeu it will appear, that one of the Gencerals men-
‘¢ tioning the State of Port POrient to Mr. Pitt, Mr.
¢ Patt fad, That though Port I'Orent was named
* amongfi other Places to be atracked, the Inftruc-
¢ tions were not meant to confirie me, but that I was
left to my Difcretion to attempt it, or not, as I
¢ thought proper.

¢¢ Under thefe Inftrufions, and with this Latitude,
¢ I took the Command of the LLand-Forces, and be-
¢ fore I produce to the Courr that Judgment, which
¢ was formed upon the Practicability upon the Spot,
I muft defire your Attention, whilit 1 ftate the Cir-
cumftances under ‘which it was neceflafy for metQ
¢ determine.
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¢ The only Place for landing the Forces, which
had ever been mentioned, or come under Con-
fideration in Exgland, was a Spot near Fort Fouras;
that was the Place mentioned by the French Pilot.
His was the only Information of any Place to land
at, at all : With the View of landing there, we fet
out ; but when we came there, we found a Fort
erefted upon the very Spot, of which he appeared
to have no Knowl=dge.
“ Upon the 23d the Ifle of Ax was taken, and
that fame Evening Sir Edward Hawke declared his
Intentions to bombard Reckele, and lay up a Ship
to batter the Fort of Fouras, and he fent for the
Puot of the Afagnanmme to inform himfelf con-
cerning the beft Manner of doing 1¢; and the Con-
verfation of this Evening was upon taking the Fort,
and upon the Method of landing the Troops.
¢ Early in the Morning of the 24th the Pilot of
the Magnanime came on board the Ramilies, and
was examined in the Prefence of Sir Edward Hawke
and Admiral Knowles 3 he then faid, He would
undertake to bring up the Basflewr, o1 1he Magna-
mme, within a Quarter of a Mile of Fort Fouras,
Sw Edward Hawke approved of the Propofal, and
fard, ¢ That will do.”
¢¢ T he fame Morning Major General Conway came
on board the Ranitles, when we confidered of a
Plan he had concerted for the landing of the
Troops near Fowras, whilft the Ships were em-
ployed to filence the Caunon of the Fort, and
Feints were to be made in another Part to amufe
the Enemy. ;
¢ Major General Conwsy wrote the Particulars of
the Plan, and gave it to Sir Edward Hawke, who
did not approve of it. TheReafons he gave for not
attempting to atcack Fouras by Sea were peculiar

* to his own Profeffion, and 1 am no Judge of them.

This I know, that had the Fort been attacked by
Ships, I fhould certainly have attempted to have
landed the Troops near that Fort.

« The
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« The fame Day about three or four o’Clock in
the Afternoon Admiral Brodrick, with three Cap-
tains of the Navy, who were fent out to found
the Shore from Rockelle to Fort Fouras, came on
board the Ramtlies, and made their Report ; the
Subftance of which was, That there were only
two landing Places, one on each Side of Chate-
latllon 5 that there was a hard fandy Beach, and
that behind the Beach there were Sand-Hlls about
fitty Yards from the Top of high Water; that
the Tranfports could not come nearer to either of
the aforefaid Bays, in order to land the Troops,
than a Mile and a half; and that there was but
three Fathom Depth at -ligh Water, near two
Miles from the Shore. From tlis Report 1t ap-
peared, That the Fleet could not approach the
Shore near enough to cover our landing, and
Troops and Arullery might eafily be concealed
behind the Sand-Hills to oppofe us; and we had
the more Reafon to expeét an Oppofition, as the
Rear Admiral had feen Troops maiching on the
Shore : Add to this, that the Garrifon of Rochelle
was within two Leagues, and might detach a con-
fiderable Body of Men to attack us; at the fame
Time, the Ships were at too great a Diftance to
fecure our Retreat, or preferve a Communication
with us.  Thierrs, the Prot of the Magnaunine,
alfo affirmed, that he had been fix or feven Weeks
on board 1n that Road, 1n all which Time 1t was
irnpoffible from the Swell of the Sea to fend a
Boat on thore: This great Swell is owing to we-
fterly Winds fetting into the Bay from the Ocean;
which Winds were now daily expected, it being
near the Time of the Equinox.
¢ And whatgreat Attentionoughttobe paid tothe Se-
curity of our Retreat, and the preferving aCommuni-
cation wirh the Ships,will appear from a Paner given
me by Sir Febnligonier,now LordVifcountL.gonier,
Commander in Chiet of his Majefly’s L.a»dl orces,
whofz long Fxperienceand great Abiliniesinthy Are

D 3 (Y3 Qf



113
1)
113

P 1%

1

(13

£¢

1
£8
114
(13
[14
(13

(13

{3541

of War, will{urely vindicate anyOfficer,who is guid-
ed by fo good an Authority: This Paper,containing
his Obfervationson the intended Expedition, was, as
I remember, read before the Council, and, when 1
defired a pcolinve Order, he gave me that Paper,

¢ The Paragraphs are as follow.”

¢ If an Attemmpt is to be made on Rochefort, it
will be the Part of the Admiral to know the
Coalts, to bring the Troops to the neareft Place,
to cover the Landing by the Difpofition of his
Ships, and to deftroy any Barbette Batteries,
which the Ilnemy may have on the Shore, flill
remembering, that 1f the Troops are landed at
too great a Diftance from the Place, the Defizn
will become dangerous, and probably imprati-
cable.

¢ A fafe and well feccured Communication be-
tween the Camp and the Sca, from whence you
are to receive your Supplies of all Kinds, 1s abfo-
lutely neceffary --- the whole depends upon ir;
But this bang done, 1 fhould not be much 1n
Pain for the Safety of the Troops ; an inferior
Number dares not approach you, and one fupe-
rior will not be ealily affembled without your
knowing 1t, and at all Events you have fecured a
¢ Retreat to the Ships.”

n N " " L] " L) ~ ~

A & A & 0 AN

¢« Tho’ the Succefs of this Enterprize depended
entirely upon the Suddennefs of its Execution, yet
it was apparent from many Circumftances, that we
could not hope to find the Enemy unprepared. I
had already reccived Intelligence from the Admiral,
that Captain Clcveland, on the 19th of Ayeuf#, had
fpoke with a Du‘ch Convoy from Rocbkelle, and that
the Firt Lieutenant of a Man of War came on
board him, and told him, that the French expeled
the Englifb at Rocbelle.
¢ Captain Progy alfo had reported to the Admiral,
that he had, on the 11th of Sepsember, fpoke with
¢ the
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the Mufter of a Datch Ship froth Vannes to Dis¢,
who told him, that the French expeéted to be at-
tacked at Rechelle, ot St. Martin’s; by the Englyp,
and that an Embargo was laid on all Shipping 1n
France.
<« After the Tranfports had been taken up, and the
Troops affembled near two Moaths, we failed the
8th of September ; and the Alarm was given.on the
2oth, in the Néighbourhood of Rockefors, by the
Arrival of our long expeéted Fleet ; from the-2cth
it muft have been at leaft eight Days before we
could have coine to Rechefort, and as there was In-
telligence from two Perfons, that the Dutch round
the Town was capable of being filled with Water,
an Efcalade could not be attemptcd with any Hopes
of Succefs; norcould it be'foppofed, but that, af-
ter fo long Notice of an Enemy’s Approreh, the
Town would be put 1 a good Condition of De-
fence.
¢t There was a Marfhal of France cither at Rockelle
or Rochefort, and by the Accounts of the Pri-
foners, there was an Army affembled ; one faid he
had feen feventeen Battalions in the Hle of Rié,
and eleven at Rochelle.  There are always Marines
there, the Place is very populous, and the Men ufed
to Arms ; the Dock-men are very numercus, and
the Crews of the five Ships then in the River, a-
mounted, if compleat, to near three Thoufand
Men.
¢ As for the Opening mentioned by Colonel Clerk
and the Pilot, it is plain from its Situation on the
Banks of the Ruver, that it was defended by the
Fire from the Ships, and the Enemy 1n two ot three
Days Time might eafily have raifed an Entrench-
ment in that Jow marfhy Soil, that would be a fuffi-
cient Defence againft a Coup de Main. )
‘“ Admiral Brodrick faid, that it was impofiible to
land the 24th.

D4 I
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*¢ T now found myfelf in the Situation I had men-
tioned to Mr. Pitt in my Letter of the rith of Au-
guft, having altually been feveral Days off the Coaft
without being able to get into the Road, and the
Alarm was already given. 1 had acquainted Mr.
Pitt, that I looked upon this as a delicate Situation,
fince the Succefs of the Enterprize depended on the
Suddennefs of its Execution, and had defired par-
ticular Direétions how toact. In his Anfwer, Au-
guft 13, he fays, he has laid my Letter before his
Majefty, and that he is commanded by the King to
fignify to me his Majefty’s Pleafure, that Ido, in
Conformity to the Latitude given by his Majefty’s
Inftruétions, judge of the Pradticability of the Ser-
vice upon the Spot, according as the contingent E.-
vents and parncular Circumftances may require,
the King judging it highly prejudicial to the Good
of his Service to give particular Ordcrs and Direc-
tions with regard to poffible contingent Cafes, that
may arife.

¢“ From this Anfwer I thought it evident, that
was impowered to act, as Events andCucumftances
required ; and it appearing by the Circumftances
abovementioned, that we had beca already feen for
many Days on the Coaft, fo that the Coaft was
thoroughly alarmed; that by the fmall Quantity

of Artillery, we could not attack the Place in Form,

and by the Circumftances relating to it, there were
no Hopes of fucceeding by an Efcala'e; and alfo

that there was no Secunity at all of a Retreatior
the Troops, or of any Communication with the,
Ships; not chufing to depend upon my own Judg-

ment in fo difficult and imporiant an Aftair, 1

thought it my Duty, agreeable to his Majefty’s In-

ftructions, to defire a Council of War, to take into

Confideration the further Steps proper to be takenin

Execution of his Majefty’s fecret Inftrutions.

The Council wasdefired by me, Sir Edward Hawke

fummoned it, and prefided at 1t and 1 feel true

Content of Mind, that at that Cuuncil I concurr-

A1 cd
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ed in an unanimous Opinion with féven Land and
Sea Officers, whofe Charalters, whofe Rank, Ex-
erience, and whofe unftained Bonour are fo well
Enown to the World.
¢ Thefe were the Circamftances, under which I
called the Council of War. I did not in calling
it difobey my Inftructions.
¢« The Judgment was unanimous, and upon this
Judgment T muft reft my Defence, and infift, that
it cannot be impeached, and, whilft it remains, I
cannot be found difobedient of Orders, which
named the Judges, and referred the Attempt to my
Determination with fuch Affiftunce.
¢ Thus the Attempt upon Rochefort was deter-
mined upon the 25th of September, and the Judge
Advocate has produced nothing fublequent to that
Day, but what the French hngineer {ud to Colunel
Clerk upon the 26th, and the Obfervations of Colo-
nel Wolfe on the 29th.
¢¢ I fhould not apprehend much was neceffary to
fatisfy the Court, that this Story, which Colonel
Clerk himfelf made fo light of as not to mention
to me till the 27th at ¢ mn the Morning, although
it had been told him on the 26th in the Afternoon,
fcarce deferves an Anfwer.
¢ That Story furely was not fufficient to induce me
either to require a Review of, or ¢t contrary to,
the unanimous Upinion of the Council of War,
<« [ thought the Account not deferving fo much
Attention ; it was my honeft Opinion, and i I
have erred, I have this Satisfaction, That | know,
I have not difobeyed.
¢ But this appears from the Evidence of Colonel
Clerk, that I was ferioufly attentivero the Execution
of my Orders, and accordingly employed him on
the 2 4th, to reconnoitre and gan Intelligence.
¢« Colonel Clerk fays, thac there was nothing in the
Ditch to letin, or keep in the Water ;3 whereas it’
appeared by Mr. Bonnevili’s, and the Pilot of the
Neptune's Information, toat theie were Sluices l.:‘m—
¢ that
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thatPurpefe. The fealing Ladders were in all 8o,
20 of which were of 25 Feet, and the reft of 30.
¢« Colonel #ulfe has mentioned a Propofition of an
Attack, that I and General Conway made to Sir E4-
ward Hawke upon the 24th; the Part which be-
longed to my Province in that Plan I embraced
cheerfully, and was ready to execute with Difpatch;
but my Part of it was but fecondary ; the Grounds
upon which the primary Part failed of Execution,
did not relate to my Share in the Operation, there-
fore I do not prel}u’lme to make any Oblervations
upon it.
¢ The Ccuncil of War of the 28th came to a Re-
folution to land with all poflible Difpatch, to at-
tack the Forts leading to, and upon the Mouth of,
the River Charante ; and it being judged moft ex-
pedient, that the Defcent fhould be made in the
Night, the necefary Orders were immediately given,
and about One o’Clock the Grenadiers, and great
Part of the Troops, who were to have landed with
mé in the firt Embarkation, were on board the
Boats, when a ftrong Wind blowing from the
Shore, the Officers of the Navy appointed to con-
duct the Landing, reprefented, that it was with
Difficulty the Long Boats, which were to be towed
on Shore, could make way, and confequently the
Troops would be a long Time expofed to the Fire
of the Enemy; That the Tranfport-Boats, which
were rowed by Soldiers, would be fhill lower, and
more expofed ; that it would be Day, before the firft
Embarkation could get on Shore, and that it would
be fix Hours more before the Troops firft landed
could be fupported by a fecond Embarkation : The
Generals judging the landing under thefe Circum-
ftances not to be expedient, agreed not to attempt
it that Night.
¢¢ The next Morning Sir Edward Hawke acquaint-
General Conway and me, that if the General Ofi-
cers had no farther military Operations to propofe,
gonfiderable enough to authorize his detaining the
¢ Squa-
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the Squadron under his Command longer there, he
intended te proceed with it for England, withoutLofs
of Time ; I madeAnfwer,that I would fummon the
General Officers to confider of it, and I defired him
to fignify his Intentions in Writing, which he did
in a Letter to me the fame Day 5 I recolleted that
it would be proper to fummon a Council of War,
and applied to Sir Edward for one accordingly,
who declined it, and faid, that Seamen were no
Judges of Land Operations, which were to be per-
formed by the Troops on Shore. In Confequence
of this Converfation, I fummoned all the Land .
Officers, who had been of the Council of War, and
laid Sir Edward Hawke’s Letter before them.
¢ We coanfidered the Uncertainty of landing, if
the Wind fhould blow as it had done the Night be-
fore, and the Account we had that Day received
from the Captain of the Pzper Sioop, who had in-
formed Colonel Howard, that he had feen a confli-
derable Body of Troops near the Landing Place,
whofe Numbers he did not exaltly know, but he
had obferved five Pair of Cclours; that he faw
them in Camp; that the next Morning the View of
the Comp was interrupted, fo that he could not fee
them again, which he attributed to the Enemy
having thrown up fome Ground on the Beach, and
that he faw the Sand Hills on the Beach confider-
ably higher than they were on Sumday, when he
came there. Colonel Howard, in his Return from
reconnoitring, reported this to me.
¢ It farther appeared to us, that the Attempt vp-
on thofe Forts at this Time, could not jufhify the
ill Confequences of detaining the Fleet in that Bay,
at a Time when, from what we had learnt from
the Converfation of the Sea Officers, two great
French Fleets were expedted home 5 chat ar this Sea-
fon of the Year, fo near the Equinox, fuch wefter-
ly Winds were to be apprehended, as might detain
the Fleet there many Weeks; that the Foundation,
upon which the Refolution of the Council of War
¢ upon
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upon the 28th was raken, was, that it might be
done during the neceffary Detention of the Fleet in
the Demohtion of the Fort of ., and thereupon
was directed to be done with all poffible Difpatch :
That the Demolition of the Works of the Hle of
Aix was compleated that very Day, and that the
Wind was then fair for the Fleet to return ; add to
this, that theTime limited by his Majelty’s Inftruc-
tions was now expired, and that the Time was not
prolonged by Mr. Piz#’s Letter, which allowed us
only to compleat fuch Operations, as we had alrea-
dy begun.
¢« Upon all thefe Confiderations, not thinking it a
Meafure either advifeable or jultifiable 1n us to take
upon ourfelves the Confequences of detaining the
Fleet any longer in thofe Parts, we came unani-
moufly into the Admiral’s Propofal of returmng to
England.
¢ L'his Meeting of all the Officers, who were pro-
perly under my Command, th 7’ I do not call 1t a
Counail of War, | look upon equal to one.
* Sir FEdward Hawke, the Commander of the Sea
Officers, declined calling them 5 I was not certain,
that 1 hid Power to do 1t. Sir Edward I{awke’s
Reafon for dechning rto call the Council was, that
the Sca Officers could form no Judgment. Their
Prelcnce therefore, at a Council of War, could on-
ly be Matter of Form; the Land Officers could
only determire, and, tho’ fummoned by me, dil
determine.
¢ T have now opened to the Court the Defence,
which 1 propofe to make out in Evidence; and [
cannot conclude without obferving to this Court
the Singularity of my Cafe.
¢« I ftand before you a Commander in Chief, fent
out upon an uncertain contingent Attempt, with a
Power 1n my Inftructions to judge upon the Cir-
cumftances, as they fhall appear.
<« His Majefty, befides the Laritude given me, af-
figned me a Council of able and experienced Offi-
£t cers
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¢ cerss I aQted by their Advice; and though I am
¢ charged with Difobedience of Orders, inevery Ar-
« ucle of that fuppofed Difobedience, I have the
« San&ion of the ynanimous Judgment of thofe
« whom the King appotnted to affit mine.

s [ beg Pardon for having taken up fo muchTime.
« I have endeavoured to avoid Prolixity, but if I
«¢ ave erred in this refpect, I hope the Situation I
¢« ftand in will be my Apology: The Patience and
« Attention with which this Court has heard this
¢ Trial, and the known Honou# and Integrity of e-
s« yery Member of it, leave me no Room to doubt,
¢ that they will remember throughout, that I am ac-
« cufed of difobeying Orders, and that they will
« make a juft Conclufion from the Premifes that
¢¢ have been laid before them.”

The Rt. Hon. Major General Henry Srymour
Conway being fworn as a Witnefs, at Sir Fobn
Mordaunts Defire, and queftioned, Whether he re-
collefts any Converfation between Mr. Secretary Pisf
and him, about Port L’Orient and the Inftru@ions ?

A He does recolleét a Converfation with Mr. Pite,
which he believes was had on the 6th of Auguff, the
fame Day Sir Fobn Mordaunt fet out for the Ifle of
Wight : Having heard that the Government had re-
ceived fome Iotelligence relative to Port L*Orient,
which fhewed that Place not to be in fuch a Con-
dition, as to admit of an Attack by the Force
fent upon this Expedition, he, Major General Conway,
had had fome Difcourfe with Lord A4»/on on the Sub-
jeét, and told his Lordfhip, he thought it was Pity, if
Port L'Orient was in the State defcribed, thatit thould
remain, ss he underftood it did, an Article in Sir Fobn
Mordaunt’s Inftrultions to attack it: His Lordthip
faid, to the beft of hiz Recolle@tion, that he did not
think Port L’Orient was ferioufly thought of at that
Time, but, in regard to Sir Fobn Mordaunt’s Inttruc-
tions, referred him to Mr. Pirz.  The Deponent
thereupon took theLiberty of mentioning to Mr. P4,
what he had heatd of the State of Port L’Orrent,

who
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who feemed to agree o it. He then obferved, in
like Manner as he had before done to Lord Anfon,
that it appeared to him rather hard upon Sir Fobn
Mordaunt, that the Order for attacking Port L'Ori-
ent thould remain in his Inftrutions, if it was not
ferioufly thought of : Mr. Pisr’s Anfwer, to the beft
of his Recolleétion, was, that. Port L’Orient was
named amongft other Things, but that he did not ap-
prehend, it was meant to confine Sir Jobx § that he
had a Latitude to act in regard to that, as he fhould
judge proper. ¥

9, Whether at the Cabinet-Council Mention was
made of laying a Ship to Fouras ?

A. Is pretry politive, it was; Thiervy the French
Pilot was examined in regard to it.

9, Did he take Notice, whether Fort &’ Ziguille,
(which is near to Fouras) feemed to be a new Build-
ing or not?

A. The Work of it did appear very frefh to him,

9. Did Thierry the Pilot ever make Mention of
that Fort in his Examination before the Council ?

A. He can’t recolleét he did.

9, Was that Fort near the Place, where Thierry
mentioned in the Council he thought theie wasa Pro-
fibility of landing?

A It was near the only Place he ever heard him
meation, as a Landing-Place ; it was near the Point of
L.and called the Point of Fouras.

8. Does he remember coming to Sir Fobn Mor-
daunt on board the Ramilies, and what Converfation
pafied ?

A, He can’t very particularly remember the Con-
verfation that paffed then; he had taken fome View
of that Coaft himfelf, having been up at the Ifle of
Ax, and mentioned to Sit Fobn Mordaunt his Ideas,
how a Landing and Attack upon Fort Fouras and Fort
& digwlle thould be made; he wrote down a Plan
for that Purpofe, which he afterwards fhewed, or read,
to Sir Edward Hawke and Sir, Fobn Mordaunt.

2, Was not the Propofal, that if Sir Edward

4 Hawke
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Hawhe would fend a Ship to attack Fouras, they

would endeavour to land the Troops at the fame

Time?

A. It wss to that Effet: That was Part of it,
that they fhould land the Forces as near Fosras as
poffible, and affault Fort &’ 4iguille ! there were other
Particulars, that a Diverfion fhould be made at the
fame Time on the Side of Rochelle and the Ile of REZ,

9. Did not Sir Edward Hawke decline that Pro-
pofal ? .

A. He made feveral Objeélions-to it.

9. Does not he recolleft, that the attacking Fort
Fouras was mentioned more than oncc ?

A. Several Times.

9. Did Sir Fobn Mordaunt feveral Times defire
from Lord Ligenier pofitive Orders before his leaving
London 2

A. He is very fure he did hear Sir Fobr fay, he
withed, or hoped, upen fo important a Cafe as this,
that he might have a pofitive Qrder.

9Q; Does he recollet Lord Ligonier’s Anfwer ?

A. Thinks he faid, that pofitive Orders were ne-
ver given in Cafes of this Kind, or to that Efett.

2, Does he remember a Paper of Obfervations of
Lord Ligonier’s upon this Occafion ¢

A, Yes.

2, Does he remember that Paper to have been read
at the Council, when they were all prefent ?

A. To the beft of his Recolle&tion, Lord Ligosier
did produce that Paper at Lord Holderneffe’s, where
the Cabiner-Council was held, and read it.

2. What Day they firft made Sight of Land ?

o 4. On the 20th they made the Ifle of Oleron about
ne., r
Being defired to give an Account of what paffed on

board the Ramulies the 28th, the Night on which they

intended to land;

He faid, that Orders were given for landing that
Night; he remembers, that being on board the Ra-
milies with Sir Fobn Mordaunt, waiting for the Fime

0
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to go to the Rendezvous, Captain How came on
boaid, and faid that he was forry to tell them, there
was a very ftrong Wind fprung up from the Shore,
which would probably obftruét their Landing; Sir
Fobn Mordaunt,notwithftanding, refolved to go to the
Rendezvous, which was on board the America: The
Drcponent accompanied him thither, As foon as they
came on board, Adm. Bredrick, to the beft of his Re-
membrance,was thePerfon who tpoke; he can’t be po-
fitive, whether the Admiral gave any Opinion of his
own 1n regard to it, but he mentioned, that, the high
‘Wind which was fprungupfrom the Shore,would make
the Landing very tedious. Several of the Sea Captains
reprefented,that the Wind was {o ftrong, that the Boats
which were towed up full of Men, could fcarce make
head againft; that it would be Day-light before the
firft Embarkation of the Men could get cen Shore;
and that a fecond Embarkation would not be able to
arrive there under fix Hours more, He remembers,
one of the Caprains particularly fhewed him one of
the Long-boats, that was then towing up empty,
which moved very flowly,and,as they fad, could hard-
ly proceed.

Q. Was it not his, Sir Fobn Mordaunt’s Intention,
and were not his Orders given out accordingly, that
the Landing thould take Place juft at the Break of
Day?

A. No: He apprehended it was meant for a Night
Landing, and the whole to be compleated before
Break of Day, if poflible ; and the Reafon he appre-
hended to be, that the Ships of War could not lye up,
to affift the Landing, and that the Landing-place was
{o near the Town of Rockelle, that befides the Troo
of the Country, the Garrifon from that Place might
have been ready to oppofe the Landing of the Troops,
if the Difpofitions had been made for landing in the
Day.

9, At what Hour the Men were to be in the
Boats ¢

. He thinks about Eleven 0’Clock,

2 2, On
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On the 24th, what was done after the Receipt
of Admiral Brodrick’s Report ?

A. It was propofed to.go to the Ifle of A7x, where
they had a View of the Coaft near Fouras, and where
mott of the Irench Prifoners were, in order to exa-
mine thern.

Q. How did the Men of War and Tranfports lye
at that Time?

A. The Divifion under Admiral Knowles, which
went up to attack Aix, laid up near the Ifle of Aix 3
Sir Edward Hawke's Divifion, and his Ship, the Ra-
milies, laid at the Diftance of fome Leagues ; three
or four.

9, Whether after being at the Ifle of Aix, on the
24th in the kvening, they went on board the Neptune
on purpofe to examine more Prifoners ¢

A. They did.

9. How late it was before they parted ?

A. Thinks pretty late, cannot remember the Hour!

It being un the Stroke of Three, ADJOURN-
ED ull To-morrow Morning Ten o’Clock.

Friday, 16th of December, 1757.

THE COURT being met purfuant to Adjourn~
ment, Major General Conway was farther examined;

9. Whether he does not think that all proper Me-
thods were taken for getting early Intelligence, as foon
as the Ifle of 4ix was taken?

A. He believes they were; the Deponent himfelf
was fent upon Command to the Ifle of A, fo that
he was not at that Time with the Commanders in
Chief, Sir Edward Hawke and Sir Fobn Mordaunt :
The Deponent examined many Prifoners himfelf
there, and reported to Sir Fobn Mordaunt, when he
waited upon him, what feemed moft material in their
Examination,

2, If he remembers what any French Prifoners
might fay, in regard to there being a wet Ditch at
Rachefort ? !

E A. He
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A He remembers one did fay pofitively the Ditch
could be flawed all round.

@ Whether he recolles what any Fremcd Prifon-
ers told him in regard o Troops in that Neighbour-
hood ?

A. They gave various Accounts of the Number of
"Troops; moft of the Officers and Soldiers faid,therg were
a great many ; as alfo that there was aMarihal of France
o the Place, meaning Rochefore, Marthal Seneéierre ;
there was a Man who {aic he had feen eleven Battali-
ons at Rockelle ;, the Prifoners in general made them a
great many.

8, Did any of the Prifoners mention their having
been at Work at Rockefort ?

A. Fhere was oneMan in particular,who,on the 24th,
or 25th, in the Morning previous to the Council of
War, fad, they had been at Work there fome Time.

, Can he recollect at any Time, when he was re-
connoitring at the llle D’ Jix, whether he could diftin-
guith from the Uniform, that there were Swifi, or
other Troops, at Fort Fouras ?

A. Either at L'[fle D’ Aix, or on board Ship, he
does recolle@ to have feen fome upon the Coaft near
Fouras in red Cloathing, can’t take upon him to fay
they were Swifs 3 he faw particularly an Officer, or
two, riding upon the Coaft ; imagines, they came from
fome other Place or Command, out of Curiofity,
down to the Shore. He faw a great many others in
other Uniforms, particularly white and blue. The
Numbers were different at different Times ; fome
Hundreds certainly 3 ac laft, he faw as many as from
1800 to 1000,

Q. Was not the Intelligence of the Pilots of the
Magnanme and Neptune, and of Captain Bomnewlle,
and of all the Witnefles, who were afterwards exa-
amined at the Council of War on the 25th (except that
of Licutenant Colonel Clerk) known to them before
they met at the Council of War ?

4. He imagines, they were moft of them kiaown ;
moft of them, he belicves, were examined by Sirzfaaba

; 22
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Mordaunt, on board the Nepture, the Evening be-
fore.

9., Were not feveral of the Members of the Coun-
cil of War prefent on board the Neprune at that
Time ?

A. Yes, feveral were.

@, Whether they had Artillery proper to attack
Rochefort m Form ?

A. He apprehends not, by what he has heard of
the Artillery of the Place; he fpeaks of the Train of
Artillery they had with them on the Expedition, not
of the Ships.

9, Whether proper Artillery to attack Rockefort in
Form, was not mentioned and defired by the Generals
at the Cabinet Council ?

A. It was, as he remembers.

9, Whether a Council of War was held on the
25th?

A Yes.

Q. (by the Court) How far it appeared to him from
the Pilot’s Examination at the Cabiner Counail, that
the Poffibility of attacking Fouras by Sea could be de-
pended on ?

A He thinks the Pilaxt’s Anfwer was doubtful 5
g;lat he believed 2 Ship could lye up within half a

ile,

Q. What Objeftions Sir Edward Hawls made to
the Propofals for an Attack, mentioned in the former
Part of his Evidence ? '

A. He can’t be quite pofitive, whether at thatTime
Sir Edward faid a Ship could not lye up to Fouras s
fome Time atter, it was laid afide, as an 1mpracticable

hing : He objeéted particularly to the Ships being

ent down to make a Feint towards Rorker/e and the
Ifle of RAZ, as imagimng that Operation was not
practicable, or npt proper, he is not certain which.
Sir Edward talked of bombarding Rockelle, as he re-
members,but thatwas not the Sort of Diverfion thele-
ponent propofed. The Rc%)rt of the RearAdmiral and

- (_,g‘.-
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Captains, which faid there was no landing near Fowras,
was not received at that Time.

9, As he has oniy mentioned the Situation of Vice
Admiral Knowles’s and Sir Edward Hawke’s Divifions,
on the 24th in the Evening, how did Rear Admiral
Brodrick’s Divifion lay at that Time ?

A. The Deponent was in Vice Admiral Knowles’s
Duvifion, and cannot fay pofitively, but imagines Rear
Admiral Brodri ks laid 1n the Rear., near Sir Edward
Hawke’s 5 perhaps a League diftant,

Q. Were the Examinations of the Prifoners reduced
to Writing ?

A. Some of them were, but thofe Minutes he has
not now with him.

8. What Accounts were given by the Prifoners, of
the Ditch at Kochefort, in general ?

A. He dots not remember, whether any denied the
Prutticabiry of the Ihtch Leing made wet; they
gave, 1 general, very co.fufed Accoums of the
Place.

2. When it was that he faw the Troops menticned
in lns Evidence, parucularly the greateft Nuamber,
which he rcputes to have been between 8oo and
1000 ?

A. He faw Troops at all Times, fome more, 1ome
lefs, but that greatcft Number was feen at laft, on the
2gth.

9_‘2_ What Time he refers to, when he fpeaks, as
havir g heard of the Arullcry of the Place (meaiing
Roackefort ?)

A. Before the Expedition left England s all the Ac-
counts of the Place agree in 1ty they have great Foun-
denies of Cannon there, or in the Neghbourhood,
which furiafh Cannon to all the Ships that are fued
out theie ; he imagiues, they could mount almoft any
Number of Cannon on the Ramparts and open Em-
brazurcs, as they pleafed, as tte Rampart was fohd
round the Place.  The Deponent fay<, he heard Lien-
tenant Colonel Clerk fay, the Arullery there was very
confiderable. T -

9 1If



[ 691

Q, If a Council of War was deemed neceffary,
Could it have been convened on the 24th, after re-
ceiving the Report of the Rear Admiral and Cap-
tainsg ?

A. He believes it was poffible, but it would have
been very late, becaufe the Gentlemen who were to
compofe it, laid in the different Divifions of the
Fleet, and might not have been found on board their
Ships at that Time.

THE FOLLOWING MINUTES of two feveral
Councils of War, the one held on board the Neptune
on the 25th of Seprember, and the other on board the
Ram:lses on the 28th of September 1457, which were
mentioned by Mr. Sceretary Pits, to be delivered to
him by Sir Jobn Mordaunt, were now read at Sir
Jobn Mordaunt’s Defire, (being firft authenticated by
Major-General Conway) viz.

¢ At a Council of War held on board his Ma-
¢ jefty’s Ship Neptune, at Anchor off cthe Ifle of ix,
¢ September 25, 1757.

¢ Prefent,
Knight of the Bath, Admiral
. and Commander in Chief of
* Sir Edward Hawke, his Majefty’s Ships employed
on the prefent Expedition,

Knight of the Bath, Lieute-
‘ nant General of s Majefty’s
¢ Sir Jobn Mordaunt,§ Forces, and General and Com-
mander in Chucf of the Troops
on the prefent Expedition.

¢ Charles Knowles, Efg; Vice Admira! of the Red.
¢ Th:: Rt Hon. Major General Hemy Seymour Con-
way.
¢ Thomas Brodrick, Efq; Rear Admiral of the White,
- Hon. Major General Edward Cormwallss.
¢ Captain George Bridges Roduey.,
¢ Colonel George Howard.
E 3 ¢ The
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¢ The Fortifications and Ifiand of Aix, belonging
to the French King, having furrendered to his Ma-
jefty’s Arms, the Council proceeded to take intp
Confideration the farther Steps proper to be taken,
1n Execution of his Majefty’s fecret Inftru&ions to
Siw Edward Hawke and Sir Fobn Mordaunt, Com-
manders in Chief of his Majefty’s Forces on the
prefent Expedivion 5 and the firt Objeét being to
determine, Whether a proper Place could be found
for landing the Troops, Sir Edward Hawke pro-
duced a Report by Rear Admiral Brodrick, and the
Captains Douglas, Denss, and Buckle, whom he
had fent to found and reconnoitre the Coaft from
La Rochelle to the Point of Fouras, near the Em-
bouchure of the River Charente, which Report is
hereunto annexed.
¢ The Council having taken the faid Report into
Confideration, and examined the Pilots, it appears,
that there are but two landing laces ; and that the
Troops could not be reimbarked from either of
them in bad Weather, the Swell of the Sea making
fo great a Surf on the Shore that no Boats could
be able to approach it to take the Troops off; the
ableft Pilot having informed the Council, that he
had been at Anchor feven Weeks in this Road, and
not a Boat been able to pafs or repafs : And it Jike-
wife appears to the Council, that in cafe the Troops
fhould be overpowered by {uperior Numbers of the
Enemy, they could have no Protetion from tne
Cannon of the Fleet, the thoal Water preventing
their coming within Gun-fhot,
¢ The Probability of Succefs in the Attemnpt againt
Rockefort, in cafe the landing was effected, being
then teken into Confideration, Lieutenant Colonel
Chrk, Chief Engineer, was called m, and being
afked his Opinion, declared, That when he faw
the Place in the Year 1744, he thought no Place
was more capable of being taken by Aflaplt; what
Alreration may have been made in the Place fince,
he has nat futhicient Information to judge 5 tha‘; he
¢ does
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does nat invagine any regular Artack was intended
againft that or any other Place, the fmall Quan-
tify of Artillery we have not being fent upon that
Plan. Being afked, If the Ditch 'were flowed with
Water, whether he fhould then think it practicable
to take the Place byEfcalade ; faid, he thought not;
but that when he faw the Ditch, it did not appear
to him capable of being flowed.
¢ Monfieur de Bonmevtlle, Volunteer, being afked
what he knew of Rochefort, faid, that he was there
about nine Years ago ; that the Ramparts were of
Earth, and that there are Sluices there, by which
they can flow the Ditch, and that 1t was full of
Water all round, when he was there,
¢ The Pilot of the Neptune being called in, faidy
That he had been very frequently at Rochefors ; that
he commanded a {majl Veffel there many Years ;
that they have Sluices near the Hofpital, by which
they can fill the Ditch with Water y that they raife
them fometimes to cleanfe the Ditch, and that be
has feen Water in it quite round the Town,
¢ The Informations of fome French Prifoners were
then produced confirming the fame, as alfo that
they had been working on the Fortifications there
for fome Time paft.
* The Intelligence rec¢eived from feveral neutral
Veflels fpoke with on the Paflage was aifo produced,
declaring, Thatthe French had been for fome Time
in Expeation of a Defcent from the Englipin
thofe Parts ; all which being taken into Confidera-
tion, together with the long Detention of the Troops
in the Ifle of Wipght, and eur meeting with con-
trary Winds, Fogs and Calms upon our Pafiage,
the feveral Informations received of Troops affem-
bled in the Neighbourhood, and the great Impro-
bability of finding the Place unprovided, or of fur-
prifing it, or confequently fucceeding in an Enter-
prize foonded on the Plan of an Aflault or Efca-
lade merely ; and the Uncertainty of a fecure Re-

4 ¢ ereat
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¢ treat for the Troops, if landed ; the Council are
¢ unanimoufly of Opinion, that fuch an Actempt is
¢ neither advifeable, nor praéticable.

« Edu?. Hawke,

¢ ¥. Mordaunt,

¢ Chat. Knowles,

¢ H. Seymovr Conway,

¢ Tho'. Brodrick,

¢ Edwd. Cornwallis,

¢ G. B. Rodney,

¢ G. Howard.

- ¥ At a Council of War held on bdard his Majel-

¢ ty’s Ship Ramulies in Bafque Road, this 28th of Sep-

€ tember 1757,

¢ Prefent,

Knight of the Bath, Admiral
and Commander in Chief of
his Majefty’s Ships employed

¢ Sir Edward Hawke,
. on the prefent Expedition.

Knight of the Barh, Lieute-
nant General of his Majefty’s
¢ Sir Fobn Mordaunt,y Forces, and Commander in
Chief of the Troops employed
on the prefent Expedition.

¢ Charles Knowles, Efq; Vice Admiral of the Red.

< The Rt.Hon. Major General Henry Seymour Conway.
¢ Thomas Brodrick, Efqy Rear Admiral of the White.
¢ Hon. Major General Edward Cornwallis,

¢ Captan George Bridges Rodney.

¢ Colancl George Howard,

¢ The Council of War being affembled, at the De-
© fire of Sir Febn Mordonnt, proceeded to take un-
¢ der Confideration, Wiether it is advifeable to land
¢ the Troops to attack the Forts leading to, and up-
¢ on the Mouth of the River Charaniz; and after

¢ mature Deliberation are unanimoully of Opinion,
’ ¢ That
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€ That it is advifeable to land the Troops for that
¢ Purpofe with all poflible Difpatch. '
¢ Kdwd, Hawke,
¢ ¥. Mordaxnt,
¢ Cha*. Knowles,
© H. Seymour Conway,
¢ The'. Brodrick,
¢ EduA. Cornwallis,
¢ Geo, Bridges Rudney,
< G. Howard?

A Paprr was then tendered by Sir Fobn Mordauns
to the Court, as containing Obfervations of Sir Fob#
(now Lord) Lsgonier, mentioned by Major General
Conway to have been read at a Meeting of the Ca-
binet Council ; and it being admitted by the Judge-
Advocate, that the faid Obfervations, or Hints, weré
written by Sir Foén Ligonter ,—(but prior to his hav.
ing any Knowledge ofg the Difpofition of the French
‘Troops afterwards produced at the Cabinet Council)
and that a Copy thereof had been given to Sir
Fobn Mordaunt at his own Defire; the faid Paper was
read as follows :

“ Tuere is a Chance in the beft concerred Military
 Enterprizes, which every Man of long Service
< muft have experienced ; what Share then muft be
¢¢ left to Fortune in an Expedition, where neither the
¢ Country, nor the Number of Troops, you are to
¢ alt againft, is known with any Precifion.

¢ The Capacity of the Generals may fupply this
“ Want of Intelligence, but to give them any po-
¢ fiuve Plan or Rule of A&ion under fuch Circum-
¢ ftances, I apprehend would be abfurd.

“1f I am rightly infornied, the great Point his
< Majefly has in View by this Expedition, and the
¢ alarming the Coafts of France, is the Hopes of
** makinga powerful Diverfion in Favour of H.R.H.
¢ the Duke, as well as the King of Pruffia, who de-

“ fires and prefles much this very Meafure, “l
¢ In
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¢ In the Execution of this General Plan, 2 Pro-
¢ je& of giving a mortal Blow to the naval Power
s¢ of Framce is in his Majelty’s Thcughts, by attack-
= ing apd defiroying, if poffible, the Dock, Ship-
¢ ping, and naval Stores at Rotbefort,

« A Plan of that Place given by one of his Ma-
¢ jefty’s Engineers, who was there in 1754, feems
« to encourage the Astempt; and .t muft be owned,
s ¢hat without fuch Authority it could hardly be be-
“ lieved, that a Place of that great Importance could
¢ be left in fo defencelefs a Condition.
¢¢ In all doubtful dangerous Military Attempts the
Advantages, that may accrue from Succefs, ought
< 10 be weighed againft the Damage and Mistor-
¢ tunes, that may be the Confequences of a Repulfe,
¢ and that well confidered may in Prudence deter-
= mine the Choice.

¢ If an Auempt is to be made upon Rochefort, it
¢« will be the Partof tlie Admiral to know the Coafls,
< 1o bring the Troops to the nearcft Place, to cover
¢ their landing by the Difpofition of his Ships, and
¢« to deftroy any Barbet Batteries, whicli the Enemy
*¢ may have upon the Shore, ftill remembring, that
< if the Troops are Janded at too great a Diftance
¢ from the Place, the Defign will become dangerous,
¢ and probably impracticable.

¢ Suppofing the Troops landed, it muft be left
¢t to the Confideration of the Generals, Whether
*¢ they thould not march with the proper Precautions,
s¢ direCtly to Rocbefort, to prevent any Succours be-
*¢ jng thrown into the Place, atthe fame Time, that
¢ the Marines fhould be employed in making a good
« Eptrenchment for the Security-of the Stores to be
¢ landed from Time to Time, as well as of a Re-
¢ treat 1n Cafe of Neceffity. .

“ We are told, the Country in the Neighbourhood
s¢ js Jow and marfhy ; that Circumitance might be of
¢ great Advantage in this Undertaking, becaufe in
s¢ that Cafe Troops cannot march by Quertures dan;;

<6 a
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«¢ lg Campagne, but mult follow the Dykes, or Caw-
« feys, which may be eafily defended by Coupures, or
¢¢ Redoubts.

« A fafe and well fecured Commonication between
¢¢ the Camp and the Sea, from whence you are to re-
¢ ceive your Supplies of all Kinds, is abfolutely ne-
«« ceffary; the whole depends upon it :---But this be-
¢ 1ng done, I fhould not be much in Pain for the
¢« Safety of the Troops, an inferior Number dares
s not approach you, and one fuperior will not be
s¢ eafily affembled without your knowing it ; and, at
«¢ 3]l Events, you bave fecured a Retreat to the Ships.

¢ T would advife to procure Guides upon the Spot,
¢« and paying them greatly when faithful ; there are
¢¢ Numbers of Proteftants in that Province, that wifh
s¢ you well, and would be glad to go onBoard with you.

““ As for a Coup de Main, it mav, perhaps, fucceed
¢ beft at your coming up, as the Enemy may be in
¢ great Hurry, Surprize, and Confternation at fuch
¢ an unexpeted Vilit, and not have had Time to
¢ make his Difpofitions ; but if that is not thought
‘¢ proper, it may fucceed as well after the Place has
¢¢ been thoroughly reconnoitred, and you have fixed
¢t the Spots where you defign to direct your greateft
¢ Efforts, and if the Enemy fee any Preparations
s¢ for a regular Attack, they will lefs fufpect a Coup
“ de Man.

* Bergen-op-Zoom was taken by a Coup de Main,
¢ after a long Siege.

< St. Pbilip’s was taking by fcaling Ladders and
¢ a Coup de Main, though the Garrifon was 3000
¢ ftrong, after a Siege of 56 Days.

*“ The Neceflity of dividing a fmall Garrifon in
¢ a Place of fuch Circumference, asRochefort, may fa-
*¢ cilitate the Succefs of 4 bold Attempt.”

The Hon. Lt. Cal. Jamzs Murray being fworn,

was afked, what he faw in the Ifle of R&é ¢
A. The Morping of the 23d, the Day of the At-
tack oo the Ifle of 4jx, he went on Board the R“I."“"
iesy
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Zies, and from the Poop of that Ship with Col. Fo/g-
fon, and Col. Wolfe, took aView of the Ifle of Rk ;
they faw a Body of Men with two Colours, he thinks,
equal to a Battalion of 600 or 700 Men, marching
along Shore to Fort Sablanceau; they faw them
Yodge their Colouts juft by the Side of the Fort,
and immediately fall to work upon the Fort on
the Outfide of it : They viewed this with Tele{copes.
They faw likewife Veflels pafling from the Ifle of
Rbé to the Continent, or the Continent to the Ifle
of Rkbé, is not certain which; the Veflels feemed to
be about fixty or feventy Tons, as near as he could
judge.

. Did he view the Coaft towards Fouras, when
the Tranfports laid at the Ifle of Afx?

A. Yes, he did with a Telefcope.

@ What did he obfetve?

A. The Morning of the 25th from his Tranfport,
which laid off the I{le of #ix, he took a View of the
Coaft of the Peninfula, upon which Fouras is fituated,
from the Point next to the Ifle 4’ Ener, which is the
northernmoft Point of that Peninfula, as far South,
as his Eye could reach ; it appeared to him, that there
was a very fair Bay for Landing very near that North
Point; but that there was a Stone Battery there, or
Redoubt, (does not know which it was) which de-
fended that Bay ; he diftinguifhed feven or eight Em-
brazures with Guns , hikewife Guns en Barbetze, is not

ofitive, as to the Number. Between this Battery, or
%edoubt, and Fouras, there was an Encampment ; th=
Deponent could count thirty Tents; the full View of
the Camp was intercepted by a3 Wood ; he faw about
4 or 500 Men at Work upon the faid Battery, and
in the Bay between that and Fouras, whom he imagin-
ed to belong to that Encampment. He alfo faw Men
at Work upon Foxras ; and upon a nfing Ground a-
bove Fouras, hefaw 11 or 12 Guns naked (no Para-
pet.) The Shore to the Southward of Fouras was
rocky, and did not feZm to afford any proper Place
for a Dcbarkation: The Diffance between theﬁfaid
one
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fione Redoubt, or Battery, did not feem to exceed a
Mile and a Half. Upon the Ifle Madame he faw Peo-,
ple at Work, alfo two Officers Tents upon a rifing
Ground, juft above the Sea; he was at too great a
Diftance to give a diftinét Account of the Ifle
Madame 5 this was all he could fee there.

9, Whether he was near enough to diftinguith from
the Walls, whether Fort @’ digurlle was bult lately or
not ?

A. It was Mafonry and appeared new ; it was ei-
ther new, or newly cleaned up.

Sir Fobn Mordaunt obferving, that Lieut. Colonel
Maurray, if he recollecls right, was wounded at O-
end, during the Siege, and left at Ghent, defired he
would inform the Couit, whether there were not
French Militia employed at the Siege of Offesd, and
hikewife in Garrifon at Ghenry and, from what he
faw of the French Militta, What is s Opinion of
them ?

Lieut. Col Afurray anfwered, he can’t take upon
him to fay, there were any French Militia employed
it the Siege of Offend, as he was confined ; but he
neard there were three Battalions, as well as he can
-ecolle&. At Ghent, where Sir Fobn Mordauns left him
behind, he faw feveral Regiments; the Regiment of
Normandy was at the {fame 1 ime in the Garrifon there ;
thefe Mulitia in their Cloaths and Appearance were

ike the other Troops, but he had no Opportunity of
<nowing any Thing of their Quality. The Miltia,
f they were fuch, which oppofed our Troops, when
hey madde the Defcent in Britany, were a defpicable
Rabble, and made no Refiftance ; they fremed to him
o be the Pcffe Comitatus, and he believes them o
pe different from the Militia 3 they were neither regu-
larly cloathed, nor armed.

Q. (by the Court.) At what Time he reported,
or communicated to Sir Fobn Mordaunt, what he
had feen from the Reamilies in the Ifle of Rbé ?

A. He don’t recollect that he mentioned it to Sr
Jobn Mlordaunt at all ; ColonelkHodgfon, and Colo-

nel
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sel Wolfe being both there, he took it for granted
they would.

9, At what Time he reported, or communitaeed
to Sx;gabn Mordaunt, what he faw fram his Tranfs
portoff the Ifle of v, on the Morning of the 25th ?

4. He made no regular Report ; believes, he men-
tioned it one Day in the Admiral’s Cabin, when
every Body was giving an Account of what they had
feen 3 but is not certan of that neither,

Capt. Parrick Townyw, Aid de Camp to Sir Fobn
Mordaunt, being fworn, and defired to give an Ac=
count of what Converfation paffed on board the Ka-
milies on the Evening of the 23d, about the attack-
ing of Fort Fouras; depofed, that in the Evening
after the Ifle of 4ix was taken, he faid to Sir Edward
Hawke, that the next Step that appeared neceflary
to be taken, was, to attack Fouras by fome of the
Ships, to bombard Rockelle, or give any other Di-
verfion, or Jealoufy to the Enemy, and that the
Troops, in that Cafe, mightbelanded at Chareladlion,
or any other Spot, that might be found out thereabouts.
The Admiral faid, a little Time, after what the De-
ponent has now repeated was If'poke to him, that he
would lay a Ship along-fide ot Fouras, bombard Ro-
ebelle, and the Troops might land; he recolleds,
that Col. #%olfe immediately took up the Converfa-
tion, and the Difcourfe continued between him and
the Admiral.

Capt. TrHOMAsOsBERT MorpAUNT, Aid de Camp
to Sir fobnMordaunt, being fworn, and afked, Whether
he was prefent at any Converfation with Sir Edward
Hawke,;on the Evening of the 23d ?

Depofed, that he remembers being prefent at a Dif-
courfe that Evening, but can’t now take upon him to
deliver what paffed ; but on the Morning of the 24th,
he received a Meflage from Sir Edward Hawke, defiring
him to come down to him 1 the Cabbin, where he found
the Admiral, the Vice-Admiral, and the Pilot of the

Mag-
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Magnanime : Sir Edward Hawke defired the Deponent,
as he did not underftand French himfelf, to atk the
Pilot fome Quettions, and explain his Anfwers to them.
~— A mong other Queftions, he afked particularly about
the Approach of Ships of War to Fort Fosras; the
Pilot faid, he would undertake to carry the Magns-
mime within half a Mile, even within a Quarter of 2
Mile of the Fort, but then he muft run her upon
the foft Mud, from whence the next Tide would
bring her off. Sir Edward afked the Pilot, 1f by
lightning the Barfleur he could bring her as near;
he anfwered, he could, but had rather go with the
Magnanime : The Admiral feemed fasisfied with this
Difcourfe, faying, that would do, or to that Effet.

. Does he recolle&t, whether the Pilot fpoke of
a Fremch Mile, or an Englifhb Mile ?

A. The Deponent afked him particularly, What
Miles he meant ; and the Pilot anfwered, ¢ Miles of
“ England”

Vice Admiral CzarLEs KnowLEs being fworn, and
defired to inform the Court, what Thierry the Pilor
told him of the Swell of the Sea in the Road of
Bafgue ; faid, he has declared that in the Council of
War held on the 25th of Seprember.

9. Does he recolleét, when he firft mentioned ic?

A. He can’t recolle@ ; it muft have been befure
the Council of War, or elfe he could not have men-
tioned it there. The Paffige he refers to in the Mt~
nutes of the Council of War 1s this——*¢ The ableft
* Pilot having informed the Council, that he had
“ been at Anchor feven Weeks in this Road, and
¥ not a Boas been able to pafs or repafs.”’,
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The following Lift of Ships fent out under the
Command of Sir Edward Hawke on the Expediton
being, by Defite of a Member of the Caurt, thewn
to Vice-Admiral Knowles, he informed the Court, that
all the Ships contained in the faid Lift, except the
Soutbampton, were in the Bafgue Road, which Ship,
having taken a Frigate, the Admiral fent her into

Port, viz.

Rate

1
2

Guns Men Ships

100 — 870——Royal George

9o — 780——Ramulies
770——Neptune
750~——Namur

84 — 770——Royal William

80 — 700 ~—=Barfleur

80 — 666——Princels Amelia

74 — 700 Magnanime
700 Toibay
600——Dublin

70 == §20~——DBurford

64 — sop——Alcide

60 — 4206 America
420——Ach.lles
420——Mcdwa
4.zo——DunkixK

éth——3z — 220——Southampton

5d

2

4th

th———28 — 200——Coventry
Frigate — 18 — 1z0 Cormorant
Iz0 Pottillion
120 Beaver
16 — 8o Pel can
14 — 8So——LEfcort
Bomb— 8— to Fuedrake
6o Infernal
Firethip ———— 4¢ Pluto
45 Proferpine
Bufs ~ 6~ 4; Canterbury
45 Medw.ay
Hofp. $hip 22 — 1c0——Thetis

Hunter Cutter

Commanders

Matthew Buckle
James Hobbs
James Galbrarth
Peter Denis

Witt. Taylor
Samuel Graves
Stephen Colby
Hon.Richard Howe
Hon, Aug Kcppel
Geo. B. Rodney
James Young
James Dou%as
Hon. John Byron
Hon. § Barnngton
Charles Proby
Robert Digby

J Gilchngt

Carr Scrope
Penjamin Clive
Witham Cooper
Edward Gafecoigne
James O’Hara
Charles lnghfs
Owen Edwards
James M'Kenzie
John Lindfe

Francis Banks
Thomas Lempriere
Charles Lucas
John Moutray

Vice Admiral Knowles being afked (by the Court)
ow many Men, as he thinks, could have been land-

ed in one Embarkation #

4. He
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A He was on another Service intirely diftant fram
that of the Embarkation, aud caunot anfwer that
Quettion.

Q. What occafioned the Ficet not coming into
the Road fooner than the 23d, fceing they made the
Coaft on the 20th?

A. He will give the beft Account he can, without
his Log-Book and Journal ; but for want of them
cannot be parucular as to the Hours.—1n the Mormn-
ing of the 20th, Sir Edward Hewke gave him the
following Order, wis.

¢ By Sir Edward Hawke, Knight of the Bath,
¢ Admiral of the B/ue Squadron of his
¢ Majefty’s Fleer, &,

¢ If in ftanding in between the Ifles of RA¢ and
Oleren, 1 Thall ind the Winds and Weather will
admut of proceeding to Bafgue Road, and attacking
the Ifle of Ay, Twill hoift a red%lag on the Ilag-
ftaff at the Foretop gallantmaflt-head, and fire
three Guns; then you are hereby required and di-
1efted, without Lofs of Tinie, to flund 1n as near
to the faid Ille of v, asthe Puluic will carry you,
with all, or as many of the Snips of your Divie
fion, as you fhall think {ufficient for that Service,
and batter 1t, tll fuch Tuxne, a5 the Garrifon fhall
cither furrender, or abandon 1t. In either Cafe
you are to land a Nurmber of Men fuflicient to de-
molifh it with all poffibic Difpatch, fending me the
earlieft Intelligence of your Proceedings. For
which this fhall be your Order.

¢ Given under my Hand on Board his Majefty’s
¢ Ship Ramthes at Sea thus 20th S72. 1757.

ED. HAWKE,
¢ To Charler Knowi.s, Efq; Vice-
A dmiral of the Red Squadron
of his Majefty’s Fleet.
¢ By Command of the Admiral, ¢ ¥. /fay.’
F The

A A A A A A& A & N & p NN
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The Signal being given, the Deponent about
Noon, took his Leave of Sir Edward Hawke, and
made Sail with his Divifion. The Medway, which
was a-head by Sir Edward’s Order, to lovk out for
the Land, about two or three 0’Clock, as near as he
can remewmber, made a Signal for feeing the Land ;
very foon atter, the Deponent faw 1t him{df : As his
own Ship and thofe of his Divificn were ordered to
prepare for the Attack, the Lieutenant, or the Cap-
tamn, came to acquaint him, the Ship, was clear and
ready for Action this was about Four o’Clock, the
Wind at that Time, and to the beft of his Remem-
brance the whole Day. was about N. E. As he look-
ed upon a Ship cleared, and in Order for Battle, to
be a very entertaining Sight, he defired Major Ge-
neral Coswey to oo down to fee his Ship between
Decks: While they were viewing her, one of his
Lieutenants came down, fent by the Captain, to ac-
quaint him, Capt. Keppe/ hailled the Ship, and told
them, there was aFrench Man of War ftanding in
for the Flcer; for fome thoit Space of Time the De-
ponent took no Natice of it, thinking it inpofiible,
the Fleet thould not fee her ;3 a fecond Meflage was
fent hum down to the fame Purpofe, he then imme-
drately went upon Deck with General Conway, and
was fhewn her by his Captain, when with their Glafles
they plamnly difcovered her to be a two-deck’d Ship ;
fhe foon made a private Signal by hoifting a Jack at
her Mizen-topmaft-head ; the Deponent was in
Doubr, whether to make a Signal to any of his Ds-
vifion to clace, being ordered on a different Service,
which be tock Notice of to Major General Conway,
apd to Ins Captain; he judges, he was then at leaft
five Miles a head ot Sir Adwerd Fawke, and the
Enemy’s Ship much nearer to him and his Divifion,
than they were to Sir Edward [{ewke and the reft of
the Fleet; and he plainly faw, if fome of his Divi-"
fion did not chafe her, none of the others could pof-
ibly fee her, {o as to chafe her, when Night came
on.  The Magnanime was then about two Miles to

Leward
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Leward of them, on which he threw out her Signal
to chace, and hailed Capt. Keppel in the Torbay, and
direCted-lim to chace alfo ; obferving, at the fame
Time, to Major General Conway and his Captain, that
if Sir Edward Hawke did not approve of what he had
done, he would certainly call them in again; but, in-
ftead of that, Sir Edward threw out their Signals to
chace, by way of confirming what he had done ; and
in Addition, made the Royal #%lliam’s Signal alfo,
belonging to his Divifion ; two more Signals for Ships
in the reft of the Fleet were thrown out afterwards,
and very foon recalled. Early the next Day in the
Morning, Sir Edward Hawke fent the Deponent the
following Order to take under his Command three
other Ships in the Room of thofe three Ships that
were detached to chace, viz.

¢ By Sir Edward Hawke, Knight of the
¢ Bath, Admiral of the Blue Squa-
¢ dron of his Majefty’s Fleet.

¢ You are hereby required and directed
¢ Dublin, ¢ to take under your Command the Ships
¢ Burford, ¢ named in the Margin ; the Captains of
¢ Achilles. ¢ which have my Orders to follow your
¢ Dire@lions; and proceed, withouta Mo-
¢ ment’s Lofs of Time, to put in Exe-
¢ cution the Orders you received from me
¢ Yefterday. For which this fhall be your

¢ Order.

¢« To ¢ Given under my

¢ Charles Knowies, Efg; Vice- ¢ Hand on Board his

< Admural of the Red Squadron « M *s Ship Ra-
¢ of his Majefty’s Fleet, c md?’:iﬁya: Sf_afi this

¢ 21t Sept. 1757
¢ By Command of the
¢ Admural. « ED. HAWKE.”
¢ J. HAY?

F 2 In
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In Obedience to that Order, the Deponent pro-
ceeded with his Divifion with all che Sail they could
carty, to get in, and make, what Land it was; he
judges it was about g 0’Clock, when'they were got
within about two Miles of the Land, in r1 Fathoms
Water, very hazy thick Weather, fo as his Pilot de-
fired, the Ship might be tacked and laid with the Head
off till 1t cleared, fo as he could fee his Marks. Whilk
he was laying to, he made a Signal for the Captains
of his Divifion, and ordered them to fend for their
Prots, no two of whom agreed, what Land it was;
their fevesal Examinations he took down, and im-
mediately fent them to Sir Edwerd Hawke, who by
that Time wa> advanced nearer to him by two or
three Mules than he was before, as he the Deponent
laid with s Head off Shore. In hiy letter to
Sir Edward he acquainted him, that not one of the
Pilots would even take Charge to Jead in witha
twenty Gun Ship; if they would, his Divifien fhould
have followed her. Soon after his Boat went away,
he made a Signal for {peaking with the Admu .1, fee-
ing he continued under Sail, and did not ftop to
take up his Boat. At the fame time he made fail
with. his Dwifien towards lmm, and by about 12
joined him ; when the Deponent got on board uim,
he was furprized to fee Mr. Keppe/ on Board, and
alfo to find the Magnanime and Royal Wiliam had
joined him again, whi h the thick weather had pre-
vented the Deponent’s knowing, Sir Edward Hawke,
upon the Deponent’s acquainting him with what
had happened, (for he thinks he got on board, be-
fore his Letter) immediately fent for the Pilot of the
Magnamimse, at the fame time telling the Deponent,
he judged, what was the Matter when he faw him bring
to, for his Pilot had ‘refufed carrying his Shipin:
When the Pilot of the ‘Magnan me came on board, he
immediately told them, what Land it was; and df-
ter offering to caery the Fleet in, returned on board"
his own Ship, and led the Dépanent’s Divifion in,
she Admiral and the reft of the Fleet folowing.

The
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The Wind was pretty frefh all this Day, till towards
the REvening, when about 6 o’ Clock the Tide of
Flood being fpent, the Magnanime made the Signal to
anchor ; they were then 1n the Mouth of the Peruss
of sntwocke: About 8 o Clock Sir Edward Hawke
made the Signal for the Fleet to anchor, and they
conunued working in, and anchared, as they came
inco proper Burths, all Night. —Early in the Morning
of the 22d the Magnanme made the Signal, when the
Deponent weighed with his Divifion, and Sir Edward
IHewie and the reft of the Fleet werched alfo: A-
bout 11 0’Clock it falling calm, the Signal was again
made to anchor ; about Two or Three a fmall Breeze
ipninging up weilterly, the AMagnumme made the
Signal and weighed again, and the Deponent ran 1n
with his Divifion, wvll between g and 10 o Clock
at Night, Sir Edward Hawke and the Fleet of Vran{-
ports all following, when the Deponent’s Divifion
came to an Anchor.

Q. When wgs the Demolition of the Ile of A
finithed ?

A. About 7 0’Clock in the Lvening of the Day
before that, on which they failed for Eugland.

8. Whether a Counail of Wai, 1if thought ne-
ceffary, could have been held on the Evenug of
the 24th, after receiving the Repart of the Rear
Admyral and Captains ?

A. As to the Poflibility of 1t, or not, he can’t an-
fwer, the Council of War wanting the Teftimony
of feveral Kvidences, of whom he cannot fay, where
they were, or when they could have been colleéted
together; befides, Admiral Brodrick was juft returned
from Sounding, and had been up all the Night be-
fore, and Colonel Howard, one of the Members of
the Council, who was in the Fort at the Ifle of Aix,
muf} have been feat for, which would have taken up
3 or 4 Hours, it being g or 10 Mules diffant.

Q, (A Sir Fobn Mordaunt’s Defire.) Whether that
Evening was not employed on board his, the Vice-

F 3 Admiral’s



[ 8]
Admiral’s Ship, in geeing proper Intelligence con-
cerning Racbe)j;t ? 8P 8

A. On the 24th in the Morning, the Day after
the Attack of the Ifle of 4ix, the Deponent faw his
Signal out on board Sir Edward Hawke; on which
Major General Conway and he went away immediate-
ly; Sivr Edward Hawke, on their coming on board,
told the Deponent, Admiral Brodrick and three Cap.
tains were gone reconnoitring for a Landing-Place,
and he withed for their fpeedy Return.  As that Sig-
nal, which was out on board Sit Edward, was for
the Rear-Admiral as well as the Deponent, being a
Standard at the Enfign-Staff, and the Veffels, which
Admiral Brodrick had with him, were not in Sight,
he begged of Sir Edward to make the Signal for ali
Land and Sea General Officers, which is the Standard
at the Mizen Top-maft Head, that being moft dif-
cernible at a Diftance, and to repeat firing a Gun
every Hour, which he did : Before Four, Admural
Brodrick and the Caprains returned, very much fa-
tigued, and drew up their Report. After taking a
Morfel of Dinner they all got into their Boats and
went away to the Ifle of 4ix (excepting Admiral Brod-
rick) in order to colle@ what Intelligence they could
fiom the Prifoners taken in the Fort ; a Number of
the Prifoners were fent on board the Deponent’s Ship,
and examined, one by one, by General Comway, he
{peaking French, till near 11 o’ Clock at Night, when
Sir Edward Hawke and Sir Fobn Mordaunt went away ;
and the Admural declared his Intention of holding a
Council of War on board the Deponent’s Ship the
next Morning, which was accordingly done.

Q. Whether the Pilot of the Neptune was examined
that Night ?

4. He cannot remember.

9, Does he recolle@ any thing relating to a Re-
prt, Captain- Proby made to the Admiral, of his
having fpoke to a Dutch Mafter, in relation to the
French having made great Preparations at Reckelle
and St. Mlartins?

A. He
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A. He conceives, that is. contained in the M-
nutes of the Council of War of the 25th, among
the Reafons affigned for the Opinion’of that Council ;
but in regard ro what pafled at that Couneil, he in-
formed the Court, that he took very exa® Minutes,
which he has now with him, and he laid the fame
before the Court, in Words following; wsz.

¢ Sir Edward Hawke’s Inftructions read, dated 5th
© Axgaft, 1757, asfaras is found praicable ( Quere,
¢ Intelligence if to be confidered, or believed be-
¢ fore Trial.)

¢ Sir Jobn Mordaunt’s Inftru@ions read — con-
¢ formable to the other — dated 3d Augast.

¢ Letter from Sir Fobn Mordaunt to Mr. Secretary
¢ Pirt, dated 11 Auguft, 10 o’Clock at Night, Ifle
¢ Wight, — regarding contrary Winds preventing
¢ the fudden Execution of his Majefty’s Inftruc-
¢ tions, :

¢ Mr. Secretary Pit’s Anfwer read, dated 13th
¢ Auguft, —clear, as 1o Power of judging.

¢ Mr. Secretary Pitt’s Letter ro Sir Edward Hawke,
¢ dated 1 5th September,— urging the Attempt for the
¢ Deftruftion of Rackefort, and clear as to Limita-
¢ tion of time.

¢ D° to Sir Fobn Movdaunt D.D.

¢ Report—Admiral Brodrick.

¢ On Examination of Col. Clerk, all that could
¢ be gathered is, that the Army are to match up
¢ to fee, if Rochefort can be efcaladed or not, but
¢ that all opening of Trenches for carrying on of a
* regular Siege were not in his Plan for actackidg
¢ it

¢ Bonville—a Ditch.

¢ Pilot Neptune—a Dutch and Sluices.

¢ Priloners—Ditt0o—&5 Contra, and worked on-For-
¢ tifications abcut a Fortnight.

¢ 12 Broke up, —— unfinifhed,
F 4 ¢ It
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¥t heing Three 0’Clock,
ADJOURNED iill to Morrow at Ten in the
Morping.

Saturpay 17th DECEMBER, 1757,
THE COURT being met, and Vice Admiral

Knowles not being yet coms,

Tue ForLowing Letters of the 18th and 1gth
Auguft lat, from Captain Archibald Cleviand to Fobn
Clevland, Efq; Secretary to the Lords Commiflioners
of the Admuralty, and proved by him to have been
received on the 1gth of thé fame Month, were read
by Delire of Sir Fobr Merdaunt, vz,

s¢ Gibraltar, Spithead, Auguft 19th, 1757,
¢ Sir,
¢ Be pleafed to inform the Lords Commiflioners
¢ of the Admiralty of the Inclofed ; I {Lould have
$¢ fent it Yefterday, bat thro’ Hurry [ had miflaid it.
s I am,
¢ Sir,
¢ Your moft Humble Servant,

« ARCH. CLEVLAND.’

¢ Gibraltar, Spithesd, Augufi 18th, 1557

¢ Srir,
“ On Wednefday the 17th of Auguff, about 12
o’Clock at Noon, I fpoke with a Dutck Convoy
s¢ from Rochelle, there was two Men of War, one
“ of 60 Guns and one of 44 Guns, with 55 Sail
« of Merchantimen; the firft Lieutenant of the 6o

<

3

£

»

-

Gun Ship came on board me, and told me, that
the French expetted a Vifit from us at Rochelle,
¢ hut made no Preparation,
*“ ] am
# Your moft humble Servant,
ARCH. CLEVLAND.”

 LievT,

~
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Lizvr. Wirriam Rov Engineer” being fworn,
was afked, if he had as many Workmien as he chofe
to have, how long Time it wou]d take to throw u
a Work of threc%wndrcd Yards, fo as to makeit
defenfible againft any fudden Affaule?

A. He believes it extremely difficult to determine
any Thing of that Kind exattly, becaufe it muft
depend on the Nature of the Soil where the Work is
to be thrown up, and on the Number of Men, which
can be employed on that Work, but he is neverthe-
lefs of opinion, that in any ordinary Soil, fo fmall an
Extent of Entrenchment as 6o, 100, or 300 Yards
might be thrown up, and in the Space of 2 or 3 Days
made fo ftrong, as to render it unaffailable, till fuch
Time, as 1t was battercd and laid open by Cannon,
and in the fame Time he thinks even a covered Way,
Glacis, and perhaps an advanced Ditch might be
made.

9, Had the Expedition Train of Artillery fuffi-
cient to oppofe to the Cannon of a fortified Town ?

A. He imagines not ; believes, they had only 12
Picces of battering Cannon ; 1s not certain.

Q. Of what Calibre were the Cannon ?

A. Tweive Pounders and Twenty-four Pounders,
is not certain of the Number of each.

A RETURN from the Ordnance Office being in
fpected, it thereby appeared, that the Ordnance fent
out on the Expedition is as follows, viz.

Ordnance Heavy. Proportion.

24 Pounders — 6

ling Carriages, compleated

Brafs, mounted on travel-{
with Limbers, &c,

Ordnance
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Ordnance Light.

Brafs, mounted on travcl-[‘ ‘
ling Carriages, with Lim- ! & Pounders —— 10
bers, Ammunition,Boxcs,l 3 =—— — b
and Elevating Screws, ’

Howitzers, 52 Inches —— 2

{10 Inches = 2

Mortars on their Beds, {8

{43 Cohorns = 20

— D

Lieut. Rey being afked, what Number of Artil-
lesy Horfes there were ?

Anfwered, He does not know exactly the Num-
-ber, never having feen the Return of them.

Sir Fobn Mordaunt informed the Court, the Num-
ber of Artillery Horfes were Forty.

Tue HoNnouraBLe Major-Genrrar Epwarp
CornwaLLis being fworn, and defired to inform the
Court, whut he knows in regard to the Opinicn of the

, SeaOfficers, as to theDifficulty of landing in the Night
of the 28th,depofed,that he wenton board the Amersca,
the Ship appointed for the Rendezvous, about Ten
or Eleven 0’Clock that Night, and was. there fome
Time before Sir Fobn Mordaunt came; there were
feveral Captains of Men of War on board, and the
Deponent found by them, that the landing, in their
Opinion, would be dangerous, almoft impraicable,
and Madnefs in a Manner to attemptit. The Depo-
nent had much Difcourfe with Captain Hote in parti-
cular, who exprefled himfelf with a great deal of
Warmth, and feemed very unealy ac the Under-
taking 5 he faid there would be at leatt fix Hours in
towing,to get to the Shore againft a Head-Sea, and
hikewife five or fix Hours mare beforea fecond Em-

barkation
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barkation could be made to fupport the firft;' that the
Boats might be a confiderable Time under the Ene-
mies Batteries, if they had any, the Men flowed foin
the Boats as not tobe able to make ufe of their Arms, fo
as to make any Sort of Defence, and no Ships to protect
them. Captain How faid, though he was not upon
thac particular Duty, yet he thought it of fuch Confe-
quence, that he could not help declaring his Opinion,
and that he would mention 1t to the Commander in
chief, when he came on board.  This likewife feemed
to be the general Opinion, particularly Captains
Denis, and Buckle, thewed Diflike to the Attempr.
After Sir Jobn Mordaunt came on board the America,
and heard the general Opinion, astv the Difficuity of
landing, he talked with Major-General Comevay, Colo-
nel Howard, and the Deponent, on the Subjeét, and
they all agreed, that the Atiempt would be wrong as
the Wind then was. Sir Jobn Mordauns thereupon
ordered the Troops to reimbark from the Boats on
board the Tranfports, many of them having been
fone time embarked, and then returned on board the
Rambes. 'The Deponent ftaid at his Poft, till it was
Day-light, and until Sir Edward Hawke had ordered
all the Boats to their different Ships again, and then
went on board his own Ship the Princefs Ameli.

9. (By the Court) Upon the 25th, if it had then
been thought advifeable to land, would the fame Diffi-
culties have occurred ?

A. He does not particularly recolleét; as to the
Weather and the Head-Sea he thinks not 3 but as for
the Diftance of the Tranfports from the Place, at
which it was intended to land, they were on the 2;5th
as far, and, he ratherthinks, farcher off.

9. At what Place the landing was intended to be
made on the 28th 2 ‘

A. ln the Bay of Cbatelailion.

9. How many Days Provifion were the Troops to
take o Shore with them ?

A. He thinks, Four Days Provifions. 9 A

. At
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. At what Time the Boats were ordered back
again to the Tranfports and M=p of War?

A. He can’t eably fay 5 thinks Sir Edward Hawke’s
Order for that Purpole was about an Hour and an
half, or Two Hours, after the Return ot Sir Fobn
: Mordaunt on board the Ramsles.

9. Whether the Purport of the Memorial of the
Difpofinon of the Troops of France, which reprefents
zen thoufand Men only upon the Coait, from St Va-
lery 1o Bourdeawx, was commy _ated by Sir Fobu
Mo “aunt to the Counal of v, .1 of the 25th?

A He can’trecolect; Lo v wr thinks not,

Q. How many Debarkations wouid 1t have taken
to compleat the whole ?

A. The Boats, as ke underftood, would have con-
tained from 1500 to 1800 Men: and fuppofing all
the Boats to have returned fafe to the Ships, the fame
Number would have been landed in the fecond Em-
barkation, and by that Reckoning, it would have
taken four or five Debarkations.

Q. After the Soldiers were difembarkea, whether
it would not have required another Embarkation at
leaft for the Artillery, Stores, and Horfes ?

A. It would have taken, as he conceives, more
than one Embarkation for the Artillery and Stores 5
and the Horfes he doubted of their being able to land
at ail; he thinks they muft have been landed 1n Long-
boars, or fwam on Snore, if 1t could have been ef-
~fected at all.

9. Would the Flux and Reflux of the Tide have
cauded any Alteration 1n the Mateer ?

4. He s not a competent Judge.

9. Did he attend the Cabinet-Council, or any af
the Meetings, before they went upon the Expedution ?

A. He attended the firft Cabinet-Council.

9. From the Converfation he had there, did he not
“expect great Affiftance from the Fleet ?

A. Yes, he certamnly did; but they appeared at
that Meeung fo totally ignorant of the Bay, dIf’ lthe

ace
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Place of Landing, or of the Coaft, that it fnithed:
with fending for the Pilor, (Threrry, as he believes;ic
was a Pilot then at Spithead.) The other two Coun-
cils he did not attend, being ordered to the Ifle of
Wight, to take the Command of the Troops there,

Q. Were any of the Admirals, or principal Sea-
Officers prefent at that Meeting ?

A. Sir Edward Hawke and Vice-Admiral Knowles
were there.

Q. (By Defire of Sir Fobn Mordaunt) Was Ap-
plication made at that Meeting for additional Stresigth
of Artillery ?

A. He can’t direttly fay, whether for more Artil-
lery or not; fome Demands were made ; he thinks
for more Troops.

Lizurevant CoLoNer Murray, being again
called in, was examined.

2, On the 25th, when he was ordered by Sir Yob»
Mordaunt to reconnoitre the Coaft, what Obfervations
he reported to Sir Jobn ?

A. Colonel Howard, Lieutenant-Colontl Holfe,
Captain How, and the Deponent, went on board the
Viper Sloop, which Sloop lay neareft the Shore in the
Bay of Chatelaillon. ‘They viewed the Coaft from the
Top of the Awning, (which is elevated above the
Deck) and faw a Tent and fix Guns naked upon the
bluff Point of Chatelaillon. From that Point to the
Point Angolin they computed it to be about three
Miles and an half, or four; all which afforded a good
Landing; but there was a Ridge of Sand Hills, that
ran from Point to Point quite along the Bay, within
about forty Yards of High Water Mark, to the beft
of his Judgment., Thefe Sand-Hills feemed to he.
about 25 or 30" Feet, in general, perpendicular
Height, and capable of concealing any Number of
Troops from their Sight. They faw no Troops,
Redoubts, or Batteries;, (excepting the Battery he has

meritioned) tooppufe a Debarkation. The Capmh}
L3
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of the Viper Sloop told them, that upon the 26th he
had feen a confiderable Body of Troops, with feveral
Pair of Colours, march along the Shore from Ro-
chells, and that they encamped in the Bay that After-
noon behind the Sand Hills 3 which Sand Hills the
Captain of the Fiper called an Entrenchment ; that
the Men went to Work the fame Afternoon upon
thefe Sand Hills ; and the next Day‘their Tents were
more covered, intercepted by the Work they had
thrown up, and at laft they were intirely covered, fo
that'he could not fee them from his Awning. That,
however, the 28th, (the Day before their coming on
boatd) he had feen them from his Main-top; but
that Captain Hpew had been that Morning of the 2qgth
to his Main top, but faw neither Troops nor En-
campment. Captain Ceoper, Commander of the Ship
that laid next to the Viper Sloop, told them he had
feen the Troops from his Top-gallant-maft-head that
fame Morning, that being an higher Ship.—From
the V:per Sloop they rowed into the Shore, as near as
they thought it prudent ; but faw nothing more from
the Boats, than they had done from the Awning of
the Ship. When they returned, they reported this
to Sir Fobn Mordaunt, and, as he remembers, alfo
mentioned to him, that the Ground beyond the Sand-
Hills was fuch, as Cavalry could aét in.

&, At what Time of the Day did they make this
Report to Sir Fobn Mordaunt ?

A. About Five 0’Clock in the Afternoon of the 2gth

9, (By Defire of Sir Fobn Mordaunt) As he recon-
naitred that Coaft, what Number of Troops, under 2
good Officer, does he imagine fufficient to have de-
fended the Bay of Chatelaillon againft thewr landing,
had iv-been attempted ?

A. Tt is Matter of Opinion, and depends greatly
on the Capacity of the Officer ; he thinks, againft-
two thoufand Men, which he believes was the whele
Number the Boats could have embarked at once, one
Batallion of. Infantry, and two Squadrons of Dira-:

2 goons,’
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goons, with fix Field-pieces, might have rendefed:
their landing ineffectual, had it been made on the a2gth,
when the Wind was as ftrong, as it was on the 28th.
—-In his Opinion, if the Wind was to the Weftward,
they could not have landed at all.

Q. (By the Court) How near it was neceflary for
the Boats to have gone to the fix Pieces of Cannon
mentioned in his Evidence ?

A. Had they gone down to the Angolin, they might
have been intirely out of the Reach of the Guns, and
had they gone directly under the bluff Point, they
would not long have been annoyed by them.

9. Did he ever hear, how far it was from Rocbelle
to the Place, where they were to land ?

A. From the Point of 4ngolin does not appear to
be above three Miles from Rocbelle, as far as he could
judge from the Eye, and from the Map he has feen ;
but to the Cod of the Bay, believes, about five Miles.

&. Whether the Captain of the Vsrer mentioned
the Number of the Troops he had feen ?

A, He thinks the Captain mentioned having feen
fix Colours ; he can’t take upon him to fay, whether
he mentioned how many Troops.

Major-GenERAL CornwaLLls was fusther exs-
amined.

9. Whether Sir Fobn Mordaunt did fummon alt
the Land-Officers of the Council of War to confider
of a Lictter of Sir Edward Hawke, propofing a Return
to England? - ‘

A On the 29th of September, the Deponent re-
ceived a Letter from Sir Jobn Mordaunt in the Middle:
of the Day, defiring he would attend him that After-
noon on board the Ramilies. The Deponent went:
accordingly, and after having been there fome Time,
Sir Fobn Mordaunt (he believes it was then about the-
Hour of Seven) fent in for him and Colonel Hotwand,-
Major-General Conway being already with him, Sir

oby told them, that he had received a Letter from
d Hawke, which he gave the Deponent :}0
read,
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read, and which he believes to be the fame, as now
produced in Court, wvrz.

Ramilies, Bafgue Road, Sept. 29, 1757,
¢« SIR,
¢« Should the General Officers of the Troops have
¢ no farther military Operations to propofe, confide-
¢ rable enough to authorize my detaining the Squa-
¢ dron under my Command longer hete, 1 beg Leave
‘¢ to acquaint you, that I intend to proceed with it
¢ for England without Lofs of Time.
«“ 1 am, S1R,
* Your mofl Obedient,

To Sir Fobn ¢ Molt Humbie Servant,

Mordaunt. «“ED. HAWKE.”

And he afked the Deponcent’s Opininn, as alfo that
of the others, what was proper to be done upon it;
the Deponent told Sir fobn, he knew pretry well his
Opinion; for that he had conftantly been againit
Janding, fince the Council of War of the 25th, and
that every Day and everv Hour they ftaid, he fhould
be more and more againft 1t; that there was no Ser-
vice of Confequence to be done, and therefore he was
of Opinion to return.

L, Did they not all unanimoufly concur in Cpi-
nion to return?

A. He thinks Major-General Conway did hefitate
upon it; bur did afterwards come into the general
Opinion for returning.

2, (By the Court) Whether Sir Edward Hawke
was on board at the Time ?

. 4. He was on board; but nut prefent at the
Council, or Meeting.

£, Were not they, who were affembled, the four
Officers appointed for the holding Councils of War
at Land?

A. Yes, as he underftood it.

2, Can
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8, Can he give any Reafon, why the Admirals and
the ¢ldeft Sea-Captain were not at that Council of
War?

A. Hecannot.

9 Did Major-General Corway, when he hefitated,
urge any Objections ?

A. He thiaks nothing new, or that tended to con-
vince the Deponent at all; he did nes propofe any
Operations, as he remembers.

2. What was doing the 26th, and 27th?

A. A Propofal was made, as he believes, on the
26th, is not fure, by Major-General Comway about
landing on the Ille of Olerony Sir Fdward Hawke
made fome Objection ;5 the Deponent likewife was of
a different Opunion, as thinkiog it tended to nothing
of Confequence.

Q. (By Sir Fobn Mordauns’s Delire) What was his,
Sir Jobn Mordaunt’s, Opinion at that Confultation ?

A. Sic Jobn Mordaunt faid, that, if it was the gene-
ral Opinion, he thould concur in it.

In regard to the 27th, the Deponent informed the
Court, that he received a Meflage from Sir Jobn Mor-
daunt that Day, to come down to thc lile of Aix; he
accordingly went there in the Morning, where Lic met
Sir Jfobn Mordaunt, with Sir Edward Hawke, Vice-
Admual Knowles, and Major-General Conway, (whe-
ther Colonel Howard was there, he can’t fay) they
feemed to be empluyed in viewing Fort Fouras with
Spying-Glafies and Telefcopes, to fe what they could
make of that Fort 3 the Deponent could make nothing
of it himfelf at fo great a Diftance, fo as to form a.y
Kind of Judgment aboutit. After having been there
fome Time, the Deponent atked Sir Fobn Mordaunt
if he had any Commands for him, and Sir Foba an-
{wering him, that he had not, he returned on board
his own Ship, -

L, (By Sir Fobn Mordasnt’s Defire) Did he receive
a Summons that Evening to attend a Counci of War
the next Day, to confider of an Artack of the Forts on
the Mouth of the Chatente ? '

G 4. He
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4. Hedid receive aSummons to attend a Council of
War the next Day ;3 can’t fay now, what it contained.

Q. (By the Court) While they were at 4ix on the
27th, was there any Confultation between the Gene-
rals and Admirals?

A. They did at Times talk together, but the De-
ponent did not hear that Difcourfe; there was no ge-
ral Confultation.

Vice-Apmiral KnowLes was again called in, and
it being obferved to Sir Jobr Mordaunt, that the Mi-
nutes of the Council of War, which {peak only in
general Terms of ¢ feveral Informations received of
¢ Troops affembled in the Neighbourhood,” would
not be fufficient to eftablith any particular Intelli-
gence, he might think material for his Detence; Sir
Fobn Mordaunt defired, that his Queftion of Yefter-
day might again be propofed to Vice- Admiral Knowies,
1z,

Q. Does he recolle&t any thing relating to a Re-
port made to the Admiral by Captain Proby, of his
having fpoke to a Dutch Mafter, who informed him,
that the French had made great Preparations at Re-
chelle and St Martn’s?

The Vice-Admiral anfwered, that he cannot parti-
cularly charge his Memory, who it was that was men-
tioned to have given the Report ; but that Sir Ed-
wward Hawke did deliver in feveral Papers of Intelli-
gence, which he had gained during the Paflage; and
amongf{t them mention was made of the Fnemy’s
hwig Knowledge of their Approach y and it was
tiken for granted at the Council of War of the 25th,
xhat the Freach had Intelligence of their Defigns; and
the Deponent is confirmed in their having a Know-
ledge of it at Breff, becauke he read feveral Letters
taken in the Emerald, the Soutbempion’s Prize, giving
an Account thereof, and of whar Preparations the
French were making.

. Being defired to explajn his Anfwer, whether fram’
the Intelligence he refers to, he uaderftopd, that the

Wil
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French had Knowledge of any particular Obje® of
this Expedition,. or whether they apprehended fome
Artempt upon their Coafts in general ! and whether
the Preparations were confined to Breff, from an Ap-
prehenfion that the Armament might be intended
againft that Place, or whether they were generalalong
the Coaft ?

He faid, that he cannot be certain, as to the whole
of the Intelligence ; but from thofe particular Letters
taken in the Emerald, he underftood, that the French
had Notice of a Defign fomewhere upon the Coalt,
and were making Preparations in general.

Some of the Witneffes having mentioned Vice-
Admiral Knowles as being prefent, when a Difcourfe
was had by Sir Edward Hawke, touching an Attack
intended to be made upon Fort Fouras by Sea, he was
defired to inform the Court, what he knows concern-
ing that Intention, or the Praicability of fuch Attack:

Sir Fobn Mordaunt defiring, that unlefs the Anfwer
tended to make either for him, or againft him, it
gn'%ht be waved, as it would prolong the Trial,—

ice- Admiral Knowles took that Opporrunity of de-
claring, that if h¢ knew any thing againft Sir Fobs,
he would declare it publickly, and aot bring it out by
Piece-meal ; but that he does not : On the contrary,
he does in his Confcience believe, ‘Sir Fobs has done
every thing, that becomes an experienced General, to
the teft of his Judgment, for the Service of his King
and Country, and would have done more, if it could
have been done :—

The Vice-Admiral then depofed in Anfwer to the
Queftion, that after the Surrender of the Ifle of A%
Sic Edward Haewke told him, the Pilot of the Ship
Magnanime had offered to carry her in, to batter Fort
F.uras ; he aoes not recolle€t, at what Diftance ; the
Deponent objected again(t the Magnanime, as (he drew
at leaft a Foot diore Water than the Barflewr, and

ppofcd that Ship inftead of her, as being of greater
mﬁc. as well 35 an old Ship, and her Lofs therefore
immaterial, Sir EdwardG awke direCted the Depo-

2 neat
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nent to have the Barfleur lightened immediately foc
that Purpofe. When he returned on board his own
Ship Re direétly fent for Captain Graves of the- Bar-
flevr . and told bim Sir Edward’s Intention ; the Cap-
tain reply’d, his Ship was on Ground, where fhe
then laid, being, tothe beft of his Judgment, more
than five Miles diftant from the Fort. He has fince
heard, that Colonel Brudenel/ was on board of her at
that Time. Upon this feveral Mafters, toget'er with
Pilots, were direted to go founding, particelarly
the Mafter of the Barflzur, and of his own Ship the
Neptune. On his acquainting Sir Edward Hawke
with the Impracticabulity of getting the Barfleur in,
and the Mafters having made their Reports of the
Soundings, that Intention was laid afide, as impofii-
ble. Some Days after, he can™ be pofitive, but be-
lieves after the firlt Council of War, Sir Edward
dire¢ted the Deponent to carry in the two Bomb-
Ketches, to try to bombard the Fort; the Deponent
immediately gave their Captains Orders {o to do, and
dire@ted the Pilot of the Magnamme to condult the
Infernal Bomb in, and the other to foliow.™ In at-
tempting to get in, the Pilot ran the Infernal aground,
whete fhe laird fome confiderable Time; two Row-
Galleys, feeing her alone (for the had out fuiled the
other Bomb, and was at leaft two Miles from her)
made to attack the Infernal, whigh the Deponent
perceiving haftened on board, and gave a Signal for
all the Boats, mann’d and armed, to go to her Af-
fitance, and went himfelf in the Coventry Fri-
gate; on which the Galleys retired, after firing a
preat many Shot at the Bomb-Ketch.—When the
Ketch was on Ground the was a long Way without
the Reach of her Shells, with the greateft Requifite
of Powder (which he knows will fly two Mites and
two thirds) baving thrown feveral, which fel greac-
ly thort. The Ceventry, in attempting to get to the
Bomb, ran on fhore five different Times,—After the
Tide had flowed, and the Bomb-Ketch floated, fhe
got under Sail again, gnd worked nearer to Fouras,

as
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as near as her Draught of Water would let her, and
then threw feveral Shells more, none of which did
reach.—He added, that he is confident, if it had
been in the Power of Man to have got any Ship or
Veflel in for that Purpole, Fort Foxras would have
been attacked by Sea by Order of Sir Edward Hawke ;
and the Deponent, in Conformity to his Commands,
would have effected it.—Likewife in regard to a Pro-
pofal, that has been mentioned of attacking Fouras
by Land at the fame Time it was attacked by Sea, as
an Officer, he declares it to be impoffible, becaufe
the Shot from the Ships, which muffed, would have
cut the Army behind 1t to Pieces.

The following Expreflion being obferved in the
Minutes taken by Vice- Admiral Know/es at the Coun-
cil of War of the 25th, as by him laid before the
Court Yefterday—  Pilot Neprune, a Ditch and
¢ Sluices: ~Prifoners Do, and contra,” he was de-
fired to wform the Court, whethcer any of the Pri-
foners examined at the Council of War denied the
Circumftance of a wet Iitch, or of Sluices 7—To
this he anfweréd, that iome of the Prifoners afferted,
that there was 2 wet Ditch all round, and fome that
there was not; but does not remewber any faid polfi-
twvely, zhere were nor Sluices.

Q. As Ins Minutes fhew him to have been very
particular in regard to the Proceedings of the Coun-
cil of War of the 25th, can he recollect, whether
the Import of the Memorial, giving an Account of
the Difpufition of the French Troops, produced ata
Cabinet Council in Lo%don, was communicated to
that Council of War? ' ‘

A. He cannot recnlle&.

R, Whether Thierry was pitched upon for con-
du&in%, in the Bomb-Ketch, as the beft Pilot ¢

A Yes,

£ M Thierry the Pilot had been loft, had they any

other Pilot, who knew that Part of the Coaft ?
4. None.
G Sir
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Sir Joun MoapaunT acquainted the Court, that he
fhould not trouble them with the Examination of
anfy more Witneflts, butdelivered a Paper containing
a few Obfervations, which he defired might be read.

Coroner WoLrE being made acquainted with Lieu-
tenant Colonel Murray’s Evidence, in regard to
Troops feen on the Ifle of R from the Poop
of the Ramilies on the 23d September, which Cir-
cumftance is not mentioned by Colonel #Wolfe, whois
faid to have been in Company ; as alfo in rcgard to
Veflels being feen to pafs from the Ile of RE¢ to the
Continent, or from the Continent to the Ifland,
faid, that he does recolle¢t feeing fome Troops
through Glafles, and thinks likewife Colours; but
did not attend to the Matter fufficiently to be fo par-
ticular, as Lieutenant Colonel Murray has been.

Tuen the Paper delivered by Sir Fobn Merdaunt
was read, agreeable to his Defire, inWords following ;

My Lorbp,

¢ Before 1 put a final Conclufion to the Trouble
¢ 1 have given the Court, 1 hope you will excufe my
¢ detaining you a fow Minutes longer; in order to
¢ make fome Obfervations that have occurred, and
¢ which I have ordered to be put together, during

¢ the Courfe of my Proofs.
¢ By a Queftion afked one of my Witnefles by the
Judge Advocate, it feems, as if he thought, I could
have called a Council of War upon the 24th ; but
I dare fay it will be remembered, that the Time of
¢ calling a Council of War was not prefcribed by my
¢ Inftruftions, and therefore I can be guilty of no
¢ A& of Difobedience in calling it at that Time,
¢ which I thought moft proper for obtaming the
¢ End propofed by it, It cannot have efcaped the
¢ Court, that it is proved, that the Afternoon and
¢ Evening of the 24th were employed in en-
¢ deavouring to gain Intelligence neceffary for our,
¢ A&ions, or Deliberations, And the Court will al-
¢ fo remember, that the Members of the Coum;;:r of
13 ar
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¢ War were on board feveral Ships at many Mies
¢ diftant from cach other, and Colonel Howard at the
¢ Ifle of Aix 3 but indeed Admiral Kmsw/les has com-
¢ municated to the Court the Difficulties, or rather
¢ the Impoflibility, of affembling a Council that
¢ Night, if it had been wanted.
¢ 1 recolle&®, that Mr. Pit# mentioned a-Circum-
¢ ftance, of which it may be expefted I thould take
¢ fome Notice; which was, that the Paper produced
¢ by him, containing the Number and Employment
¢ of the French Forces, had been confirmed by fub-
¢ fequent Intelligence.
¢ Colonel Clerk too, it may be proper to obferve,
¢ faid, if Irecolleét it right, that feveral People,
¢ whom he had feen fince his Return, had confirmed
¢ him in the Opinion he had firft formed of the State
¢ of Rocbefors.
¢ If Oblfervations of this Kind had been propofed
¢ by the Judge Advocate to have been given in Evi-
¢ dence, I fhould have objetted to it, as improper,
¢« Evidence, What Mr. Pitt alluded to, has not been
¢ explained, nor laid before the Court, and ke Mr.
¢ Clerk’s Difcourfe confirming his Opinion, is all
¢ fubfequent to the Tranfattion now under Exami-
¢ pation: It is awowedly fubferquent to our Return,
¢ and therefore could never operate upon my Con-
¢ duft, nor influence the Judgment I was by his Ma-
¢ jefty’s Inftruétions to form upon the Spot. It feems
¢ therefore prepofterous, to make that Evidence of
Difobedience of Osders, which muft relate to fuch
Opinion, as I was able to form before thefe Faéts
were known. My Judgment can onty be tried by
the Proofs, on which it was formed. If the Judg-
ment was upright upon thofe, it can never be gade
- otherwife by other Proofs, not then in my Power;
¢ befides, theCourt will alfo.confider the Abfurdity
¢ of admitting fuch Evidence; for, if the prefent
¢ differs from that obtaingd upon the Spot, Intelli-
¢ gence ftill fubfequent may g:réafter be obtained
¢ to eontradift the prefent.
G4 ¢ Ano
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¢ Another neceffary Obfervation feems to be, That

“the Refolution of the Council of War of the 25th

was not, That it was impracticable to land, but
that fuch an Attempt, that is, an Attempt to land
in order to attack Rochefert according to the fe-
cond Inftrution, was neither advifable nor prac-
ticable.
¢ 1 have heard, that feveral Perfons have men-
tioned Efcalades fucceeding during a Siege, but I
am fure this Court will remember, that, n all fuch
Inftances, Surprize has been eflential to the Succefs.
s Capt. Cleviand’s Letter fhews, that the Fremch
expetted a Vifit upon their Coaft, Indeed at Ro-
chelle they feemed to have had no Fears about it
they made no new Preparations upon that Account ;
they are known to have been fufficiently fecure
without them
¢ I think I fcarce need remind the Court, that, as
it was not the Intention at home, that Rechefors
fhould be attacked any other Way than by Sur-~
prize or Efcalade, fo the Artillery, {5c. were not
defigned for, or adapted to a regular Awtack. The
Horfes did not, in Fatt, excced forty.
¢ This Court will pleafe to remember, that the
26th, 27th, 28th, and Part of the 2gth, were
employed in the Demolition of the Works of Fore
Aix, according to the Inftructions, to demolith
all the Works we fhould make ourfclves Mafters
of.
¢ This Province was affigned to Admiral Knowles,
How the Generals were employed, Major General
Corrwallis has juft given an Account,
¢ 1 have now finifthed the Evidence I propo’ed to
lay before the Court 1 hope I have aniwered every
Part of the Charge made againtt me. Irisa very
heavy Charge— A criminal Difobedience of his
Majefty®s Orders.
¢ It does not lie upon me to impeach the Propriety
of the Equipment : It might be proper w be made,
ho ghit could not be fuccehsiul, I
¢
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¢ 1 did every Thing in my Power to execute faith.
fully the Inftructioss given me; the Truft repofed
in me,
¢ The Court perceives by the Inftructions, that
upon the Spot, with the Affiftance appointed by
the King for me, I was to'judge of the Fitnefs of
a&ing,—of the Practicability of making the At-
tempt, before I put the Flower of the Bre#i/b Troops
to Hazard, or nfqued the Honour of the Arirgh
Arms.
¢ The Subjeft was important; I had therefore
¢ Recourfe to thofe appointed by the King to affift
¢ me.

¢ We could not be ignorant, that our Judgment
¢ would be unpopular; but 1t was our Duty to take
¢ Care that it fhould be honeft and becoming Officers.

¢ Upon that Judgment I fhll rely; it was formed
* in Purfuarte of the Power given by the Inftruc-
¢ pons, and can never, | apprehend, be deemed a
¢ Difobedience of them.

¢« There have been many Inftanees of Officers tried
¢ (perhaps too for fuppofed Difobedience) when the
¢ genuine Complaint was, that they could not be fuc-
¢ cefstul. But1 have this Sansfaltion, that as my
s» Defence refts upon the concurrent unanimous Opi-
¢ pion of all the principal Officers employed with
¢« e, fo the Caufe of Commanders in Chief tried
< in my Name, is to be determined by Officers, who
¢ have Ability to difcern the Juftice of my Cafe, and
¢ Senfibtlity to feel the Delicacy of it.

¢ With thefe Sentiments I fubmit myfelf to the
¢ Judgment of the Court.”

~

L T T Y

THE JUDGE ADVOCATE briefly fubmitted to
the Court his Opinion, that fubfequent Confirmations
of Inteiligence, as they could not haveany Influence on
the Refolutions, when taken, are not proper Evi-
dence 3 and, if any fuch have appeared, in the- Couife
of the Proceedings, oneithér Side, they ought un-
queftionably to be laid out of the Cafe, Wiuth re-

gard
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gard to Lieutenant Colonel Clerk’s Evidence, he docs
not ‘recolie® any Meation of Information obtained
by him, fince his Return to Ewngland, either in Con-
firmation, or Contradiion of his former Account
of Rocbefort.

But the Argument urged by Sir Fobn Merdaunt
in the Beginning of his Defence, againft the admit-
ting in Evidence that Intelligence, which was com-
municated to the Commanders of the Expedition
at the ‘Cabinet Council in England, he conceives to
be without Foundation, as it is not produced as
Evidence to prove any particular A& of Difobedi-
ence {the Evidence of the fuppofed Difobedience in
this Cafe being the Notoriety of the Return to Eng-
land, without having attempted a Defcent) but is on-
ly introduced to thew the Pralticability of the En.
terprize ; and it would be as unreafonable to fet alide
this Intelligence, when the Queftion tums upon the
Pralicability, as to deprive Sir Fobn Manxmnt of
the Ufe of any Intelligence received previous to their
failing from. Spithead, or of the Argument raifed
from the unavoidable Detention of the Troops in
the Ifle of Wight; which Circumftances were equally
known to the Government, and both previous to the
Orders fignified by Mr. Secretary Piz¢ in his Letters
of the 5th and 15th of September.

As to the Ufe endeavoured to be made of Port
L'Orient being permitted to remain in the Inftruc-
tions, (though the Miniftri feemed to have given up
the Thoughts of an Attack upon that Place) in or-
der to govern the Conftru@ion of the other Article
of the Inftrutions, which relates to Rochefort, the
Laritude or Power of judging being exprefled by the
Waord prafdicable in both Articles,—The Judge Advo-
obferved, thar there is a manifeft ditin@ion,—~TheAr-
ticle relating to Rochefors, direfting an Attempr
with 2 View to that particular Obje&, if found prac-
ticable; in the other Cafe, Port L'Orent.and Bour-
deayx are recommended, as the moft important Ob-

Jebis
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jeéts of his Majefty’s Arms; and it is Ordered, that
an Atrempt thould be made, fucceflively, on both,
or either, of thofe Places, as fhould be yudged prasy-
cable, or on-any viber Place that fhould be thoughe
moft advifable, from Bowrdeaux homeward to Havre
the Judgment of the Practicability being evidently
intended to be made, upon the Spot, by the ope Arti-
cle, and not fo, by-the other.

As to the feveral Arguments, which go to the Im~
practicability of a Defcent only, he fubmitted to che
Confideration of the Court, whether they are not al-
together defeated by the fubfequent Refolution of the-
28th of September, whereby the landing is determined
not only to be practicable, but advifable, and to be
made withall poffible Difpatch ; efpecizally as no ma-
terial Intelligence had in the mean Time been gained,
which thewed Fort Fouras to be more affailable o
tife Land-fide, than they had before Reafon to ap-
prehend.

He alfo recommended an Attention to the Dates of
the feveral Refolutions and Proceedings, as nothing
but what was anterior to the Council of War of the
2zth, and known at that Time to the Commanders,
can be confidered as having any Effe€t upon that De-
liberation, and therefore on_the one Hand, all Troops
feen from the Viper Sloop,—the moft confideralile
Number (being from 800 to 1000) feen by Major
General Conway,—and all other Obftaclesfubfequent to
the Date of the 25th, will be laid out of the Cafc; as
will on the other Hand the Confirmation of Lieuatenant
Colonel Clerk’s Opinion, obtained fro o the French En-
gineer on the 26th ; which Circumftance alone, fup-
pofing the -Refolution taken on the 25th, of laying
afide the Defign upon Rechefort, to have been juttifi-
able and right, can hardly be infifted upon as a fufli-
cient Motive for reviving that Confideration.

Apjournep till Monday, the 1gth Inftant, at Ten
@’Clock i the Farenaon,

MOND.17,
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MONDAY, 19tb of DECEMBER, 1757.

Tur Court met according to Adjournment.

Some Members hearing that Admual Siv Edward
Hawke is arrived in Town fince the laft Sitting of this
Court, exprefled a Defire, that he fhould be examined,
as a Witnefs, upon this Tryal for their fuller Informa-
mation 3 and Doubts thereupon arifing, whether, the
Evidence both on the Part of the Crown and of the
Prifoner being ended, the faid S Edward Hawke
thall now be exanun d as a Witnefs ?

The Matter was fully deltberated upon, and the
Quettion being put, 1t was refolved in the Affirmative.

Ordered, That Admiral Sir Edward Hawke be de-
fired to attend this Court To-morrow Morning at
Ten o’Clock.

Ordered, That Licutenant General Sir Febn Moar-
daunt have Notice of the above Refoluion of the
Court; and that he will be at Liberty to propofc any
Queftions, he fhall think proper 5 as hkewife to pro-
duce any Witnefles, t3 obviate or explain any Evi-
dence, which may arife froin the Examinanion of Sir
Edward Howke.

The Court perufed and confidered the Minutes of
their former Proceedings, unul the Hour of Three,

And then Apjoursco till To-morrow Morning,
Ten o’Clock.

TUESD.1IY, 20th ¢f DECEMBER, 1757.

Tue Courrt being met purfuant to Adjournment,

ApmirAL S1r Epwarp Hawkr was fworn, and
queltioned,

Whether at any, and what Time, a Propofal was
made to him to lay a Ship to batter Fopras ?

A. On the 24th of September.

9. Whether he approved of that Propofal ?

A. He did; the Pilot of the Magnanime was exa-
mined 2s to the Strength of the Place, and Depth of

Water
4
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Water near it: Elated with the Succefs of the 23d,
and fond of the Magnanime, he faid at firft, before
Captain Ao: daunt, he would carry her in, and deftroy
the Fort. As the Deponent had attentively confider-
ed the Shore, and was fenfible, that the Magnanime,
which drew more, Water than fome of our thiee-
decked Ships, could not be brought near enough to
batier the Fort, he gave the Pilot’s Gafconade Time
to fubfide ; and then asked him, if he could carry a
Sixty Gun Ship in aguinft it: He anfwered, her Me-
tal was not weighty cnough, as there weie Twenty-
four Pounders in the Fort. He then propofed to him
to lighten the Barflenr twa Fect (this fecond Conver-
fation was upon the Quarter Deck, by the Intervention
of a Muan well verfed in fuch Frereh, as thofe Kind of
People {peak) The Filot feemed fome time fatisfied
with this, and in Confequence the Deponent prepared
an Order to Vice Admural Knowles, to highten the Bar-
fleur, and in the mean Time gave him a verbal Or-
der ; who immediately went away to give the neceffa-
ry Dinetions, and toenjuire into the Practicability of
the Attempt. — The Pilot now recollected himfelf,
and declared, that, seven thus lightencd, the Barflear
could not be brought near enough ; that when the
could come neareft at the Top of High Water, un the
Ebb, fhe muft fink in the Mud lix Feet or rore,
from which he could not anfwer whether fhe would
rife. Upon Tryal afterwards, the Pilot could not car-
ry a Bomb Ketch within Random Shot of the Fort,
as Mr. Knowles informed him ; in whom, as being the
fecond Sea Officer 1n Command, he apprehends, he
might fafely confide for that Information. — The
Deponent declares, he fhould as readily have ordered
an Attack upon Fouras, as he had done upon Aix, had
it been” prallicable by Shipping; though it wag his
Opinion then, and ftill is, that an Attack on either had
no Connection with the principal Obje¢t in his Ma-
jelty’s fecret Inftructions, unlefs the Guns from either
‘%’ thofe Fortifications .could have preveated the Boats
om landing. --- { Uhere they certainly could, but not
in
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in anotherPlace.}--The principalMotive whith induced
him to give the Order for an Artack on the Ifle of Aix,
was, that at the Council at Lord Holderneffe’s, it was
thought neceffary by feveral of the Coupcil, who laid
their Fingers on that Fort, imagining the Guns from
thence could have annoyed the Boats in landing at the
Place, which then feemed to them, from the Chart,
the moft reafonable. But Chatelaillon afterwards ap-
aring, on the 2 jth of September, to be the proper
»anding Place (from whence, according to his Infor-
mation, there was a good Road to Rockefort) Fouras
did not, at that Time, appearto him of {o great Con-
fequence, though he came readily into the Propofal.
He added, that the Pilot, upon Examination at the
Council, appeared to him to be very ignorant of the
Place : And even at the Artack of the Fort of 4ix, he
obferves, that the Magnanime fewed in the Mud,
though 7 hierry was on board.

9, Whether, before they went from Eagland, any
Landing-place for the Troops was propofed, and by
whom? ¢

A. He docs not remember, that a Landing-place
was talked of, and that it was prpofed to land the
Troops either on one Side, or the other, of that fmall
Neck of Land, which runs up near Fouras towards Re-
chelle : Thierry, the Pilor, faid, he fuppofed there might
be a Landing- place there, or thereabouts ; faid, as he
thinks, if they could not land on one Side; they
might land on the other ; and the Deponent believes,
it was farther faid, if they fhould not be able to land
there, that poffibly a Landing-place would be found
tipon founding and reconnoitring theCoaft, fomewhere
thereabouts, The Deponent juft now recolleéts, ano-
thery Place was talked of at the Council in Lendon,
whillh was from Fourss towards Fort Ja Point, where
feemed to be a little fandy Bay, which was at frit
judged to be a Landing-place; but little ftrefls was
Iaid upon that, for he believes, upon confidering it,
it was thought otherwife,

©. Whathen
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8, Whether the Place propofed by T%ierry the Pi-
lot at the Council in London was reconnoitred, and
Soundings made thereat, and whether it proved to be
a Place proper for Janding ?

4. His Otder, direfted to Admiral Brodrick and
the three Captains, was to reconnoitre the Coaft from
Point du Cki, near Rocbhelle, down to Fort Fouras,
which includes that Place ; and their Report mentions
no other Landing-place, than Chatelailon.

8, Whether they had any other Pilots on board the
Fleet tolerably well acquainted with that Coaft ?

A. They had Pilots capable of carrying Ships into
the Bafgue Road, provided the Weather was clear,
and they could fee their Marks upon the Ifles of Rbé
and Oleron, but had he not had thofe Pilots, he would
have ventured to carry the Fleet into the Bafgze Road
himfelf ; the Chart ‘of the Neptune Frangois, which is
well fet down, would have afforded Affiftance therein.

Q. Whether Thierry was looked upon, as a fkilful
Jjudicious Pilot, and thoroughly acquainted with the
Coaft near Rochefort ?

A. Thierry was looked upon to be a good Pilot for
the Road, and for the anchoring of Ships both in the
Road and about the Ifle of Aix ; but, from what Ob-
fervations the Deponent made, feemed to havc very
little Knowledge of the Shore; believes, he never was
upon eyery Partof it; and it appeared to the Depo-
nent at the Council in England, that he was not ac-
quainted with every Spot of Ground ; thinks, the Pj-
lot himfelf mentioned, only, having been on Shore
fomewhere near the Fort.

Q, As he attended feveral of the Councils before
he went upon the Expedition, was it believed, that
Troops could be landed in fmall Boats either at Cha-
telaslion, or near Fowras, under the Prote&ion & the
Ships ?

A. He does now recolle&t the Pilot faid, ** If you
*¢ can’t land at thofe Places without being annoyed
*¢ from the Fort, you will probably find a Landing-

* place about Chatelaillon ; but don’t remember,
2 thar
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that the Pilot cleared up to the Courcil, that the Fr-
gates could come near enough to the Shore to proteét
the Landing.

2. When they came upon the Spot, did they find
it poffible to bring the Men of War near enough to
the Shore to protcét the Landing ?

A. Certamly not.

Q. Mention having been mad= by Vice-Admiral
Knowles of the Council of War ot the 2;th having
broke up at r2 unfinthed,—Art what I'ime did that
Council of War meet, and how long they fat?

A. Iir, with Sir fobn Mordaunt, wenton the 25th
carly in the Morning on board the Neprune, and the
Relult of that Council was not actually finifhed that
Night ; they had chiefly come to a Refolunion over
Night, but the Refuit was wrote out far, and figned
on board the Deponent’s Ship the next Morning,

€, What Time, he imagmes, it would bave taken
up to have made the whole Landing of the Troops ?

A. That at the laft Council of War, in which it
was determined to land, he made a Propoful to the
General Officers, in order to fave Time, that, if they
approved of it, he would immediatelv order all the
“Tranfports as clof¢ to the Shore, as they could poflibly
g0, and the Frigates within them, at the Place where
the Troops wete to land, that they might get oreShore
with the gieater Expedivon 1 This Propofal was fe-
conded by Mr. Knowles, and by the rell of the Sea-
Officers, but was objeéted to, principally by Major-
General Conway, who urged, that to fend the Tran-
fports in there 1n the Afternoon, would poimnt out te
the French the Place, at which thievintended to land ;
he does not remember Sir Fobn Mordount faid any
thing on the Subjet, and thence concluded, he agreed
in Opirion with Major General Conway. The Depo-
nent ¢Xplained, that the Frigates were meant as & Pro-
tethion to the Tranfporis, to preferve them from be-
ing fired, or receiving any Imjury. He remarks one
other Thing, that although lndirg Troops i& 'ﬁéc

ight
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Night is aga'mﬁ his own Opinion, as Men are liable,
to Surprize, and many Accidents, where they do not
know the Ground, yet he fubmitted that to the Gene-
ral Officers, as fuppofing them much better Judges of
it than himfelf, and made no Objcéion thereto; but
with a View that the greater Expedition fhould be
made in landing the Troops that Night, he gave Or-
ders to the Agent of the Tranfports on board his own
Quarter-deck, and to one or two of his own Lieute-
nants, to go on board the Tranfports, with a pofinve
Direftion from him, that at the Inftant the firft Body
of Troops wa$ gone from the Ships, the Tranfports
fhould get under Sail immediately, and run clofe into
the Shore, where the Troops were to land, n order
that the fecond Body of Troops might be landed with
much greater Expcdition than the firft.

The aforegoing Queftion, vrz. *“ How long, he ima-
“ gines, it would have taken up to have made the
¢ whole T.anding of the Troops,” being repeated
with this Addwnon, ¢ at any Time, fuppofing all
¢ Circumftances the moft favourable” ?

The Admiral faid, he cannot anfwer that Queftion
with any Sort of Certainty ; they might have landed
with great Expedition, had the Tranfports been as
near, as they could get to the Shore.
© 9, Would not the Flux and Reflux of the Tide
have made an Alteration in the Time of Landing ?

4. It certainly would 5 1t would not have taken the
fame Time, had the Tranfports got under Sail, anc
ran clofe into Shore.

. Whether any of the Officers made a Report tc
him, that they had delivered his Orders on board th
Tranfports, relative to their getting under Sail ?

A. To the beft of his Remembrance, they did
the Agent of the Tranfports part.cularly, as he re
members, told him, that he had; and bg tanno
doubt of their having been delivered, as he gave ou
thofe Orders in Perfon, {which is not ufual for th
Admiral) on Purpofe to give them morc Force, an
that they might be the more fully underftood. 2 A

H .
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&, Asthe Court has been informed of Fifty-one
Hght Horle, and Forty Artillery Horfes being on
boaid the Fleet, and as the Tranfports could not come
near the Shore, whether it was prafticable to difem-
bark the Horfe ?

A. The Tranfports would have come within 3
tolerable Diflance of the Shore about High-Water,
but he tinderltood the Horfes were to be put into the
Long-boats, and towed on Share; which he appre-
hends would have been effected without any great
Difficulty ; but he knows very little of difembarking
Horfes, never happening to have feen any difem-
baiked.

Q, What was his Objection to attending a Coun-
¢il of War on the 29th of September ?

A. He can only fay, Le ncver was prefled to it
by Sir Fobn Merdaunt ; he never did deny a Council
of War to Sir Fobn with a View to diftrefs bym 3 but
when he faw the Troops did not land the Night of
the 28th, and Major General Conway, with Colonels
I7olfe and Howard, having reconnoitred the Coaft
over again on the next Day, and no Application
then made to him to land them, he was thereby in-
duced to write the Lettcr, he did to Sira70}.m-, net in
the leaft doubting, they had good and fatisfactory
Reafons for 1t, and {uppofing the General Officers 10
a&t with the fame View as himfelf, that of doing their
Duty to the beft of their Judgment,

Q. (By Sir fobn Mordaunt’s Defire.) Did not
he, Sir Fobn Mordaunt, the very Morning of the
Day, on which they came 10 a Refolution not to
land, fpeak to him about having a General Councik
of War, and did he not return for Anfwer, that
there was no Occalion.for the Sea Officers, as it was
a Land Operation only?

4. Yes ; he recolleéts, it was about Noon, (when be
fpoke to Sir Fobn to the fame Purpofe, as he after-
wards wrote 1n his Letter.) And his Reafon ?or
it was this, thag he always looked upon it to be his

Duty, as Admiral, te convoy the Troops to the Read
0
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of Bafgue, and there, if poffible, to find outa Land-
ing-place for them, and, in cafe of their landing, to
give them all cthe Affiftance in his Power for that Pur-
pofe ; but with refpect to the Queftion, « Whethér
< they fhould /and, or not land™ (tho’ he would have
figned to an Propofal he thought right, and would
have acquiefced in any juftifiable Meafure, yet) he
conftantlv thought, it was the Part of the Generals
to deternine that Queftion by themfelves, nor fhould
he hawe given Sir Fobn the Anfwer he did, but from
its being his fincere Opinion ;—he looked upon them
to de good and gallant Officers, and Officers of Ser-
vice, and therefore could not but fuppofe they were
infinitely better Judges of their own bufinefs, thap
he could be. It was from the fame Opinion of their
Knowledge in their own Profeffion, that he affented
to figning the Refolutions of the firft Council of War,
¢ That it was not practicable to take Rocbefort by
«¢ Efcalade,” and he at that Time exprefled a Defire,
that the Land Officers fhould give their Opinion by
themfelves, as he thought it a Matter of Judgment,
which merely related to them, and that the Sea had
nothing to do with it, farther than telling them, they
had found out a Landing-place, and wereeready to
land the Troops, if they thought proper, and to give
them all the Affiftance in their Power. — When the
Deponent mentioned this, Major General Conway faid,
as he remembers, *¢ Why really I am of Opinion,
““ as Sir Edward Hawke fays, it 1s a Matter of Opi-
*‘ nion of our own ;” but in Confidence of the Abi-
liies of the Generals, he neverthelefs acquiefced in
their Opunion, of the Impracticability of taking Rocke-
Jert by an Efcalade or Storm ; however, though he
affented to the not landing upon that Fooung, he
did not give it, as his Ownion, that the Troops
fhould not iand at all, for any other Atteinpt, which
the General Officers fhould find proper and expedient
for the Service; on the congrary, he then urged the
Necefity, there appeared to him, of deing fomething
agreeable to the King’s Inftruttions,

Sir



[ %]
$tx Jouw Moroauw being afkéd, whether he had
any Queftion to propofe to the Admifal, or any gther
Matter to offer, anfwered, That he had nothing far-
ther to trouble the Court with; — thache felt himfelf

quite happy in having gone through a pblick Trial,
and before fuch Judges.

Tue COURT having duly weightl and
confidered the whole Matter before them, is
unanimoufly of Opinion, that the Prifoaer
Lieutenant General Sir Jobn Mordaunt s NOT
GUILTY of the Charge exhibited againft
him, and doth therefore ACQUIT him,

TYRAWLY.
A True Copy,

Cuartes Goun,
Deputy Judge Advocate Generah,

F'I1INTITS
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LETTLR, &c

SIR,

$ORY3# who have drawn 1t upon your-
felf, by making it an inditpen~
fable duty to me, to clear up certain mif-
takes into which I apprchend you have
been betrayed, by that fufpicion-of party-
{pint, to which fo many of our political
writers are bt ton juftly. fiable.

B It
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It is fo rare to meet with any who judge
of things by the fole ftandard of truth,
without refpett to their eonnections with
the influence or intereft of particular per-
fons in power, or wanting to be in power,
that I do not in the leaft wonder at your
confounding me with the crond; efpe-
cially as my opinion happened to differ fo
much from your's: I will not fay that of
your party, becaufe I will not aliow my-
felf the liberty you have taken with me,
of pionouncing you regularly enlitted in
one. The worft I will in return fuppofe
of you 1, your being carried dowr the
ftream of that popular prejudice, which
may be called the error of the day.

Unfortunately, at this very crifis, when
every true Englithman has the greateft
reafon to fpurn all attempts at impofing
on his underftanding, or mifleading his
judgment by falfe information, or falfe
reafoning, we fee hardly any thing elfe
practifed , and what is ftranger yet, the
deceit welcomed by the deceived, even
in points where their greateft intereft is
not to be deceived. Some are even f{u
attached to their Jeaders in errgr, that

ROy
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any offer to deliver them from it, would
receive no better thanks than thofe of the
bear, who, on your taking the ring from
his nofe by which he is led, tears you to
picces for it.

But furcly of all the ways of fruftrating
the repieientations of truth, none can be
more effetual than to fuppofe them to
come {rom fo infe¢ted a quarter as that of
one party, merely in oppofition to another,
where perthaps founder judgment, and

exalt candor lead to an cqual contempt
ot both.

Yet however, Sir, you may have mit-
taken the perfon on whom you faften the
imputation of that letter, you have thought
fit to anfwer on the toot of that fuppofi-
tion ; 1 own myfelf not a little obliged to
you, for the opportunity of explaming my
thoughts particularly on two points you
mention.

The firft, (page 12) relating to a board
of enquiry on an officer, who was judg-
““ ed, condemned, and ruined without any
« other tril” On which I thall only

B3 fay,
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fay, that it fiems to me impofiible for you
to have a worfe opinion of that procedure
than 5t deferves, let who will have been
the pronwter of it : and that this I well
retwueber, that if there wes any doubt,
and } beheve theie was very lutle, of that
ventlaman’s mnnocence, hefoie he was 17
t1c/ wasncy condemned |, there was none
at o1l of e 2ftesvwards, no moic than about
the sc.con for wh ch he was 10.

The fecond, "“as to the decency and
“ human.ty of ridiculing a bed-ridden mi-
“mihr, we (p 61) I can fafely fay,
that not the warmelt of his {iiends, nor
the moft implcit of b clufter of adhe-
rent | could more detedt the nature of {uch
an 1 Lberal putonabity, than did many of
thofe who had never over-admired him
eiher as a pator, a {tatefman, no nor
even as an owator, nor faw any thing in
hrn above a very common man, to whom
certain 1, anze conjunéures i thele ridi-
cilows tincs, had given a populaity, by
w&ﬁch he had more than once been hoifted
into power, after more than once giving
as plain proofs as could be wifhed, of
hiow much he deferved the one, and was

mliﬁed
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qualified for the other. If in this opinion,
however, they were in the wrong, putely
for want of better judgment, even you
yourfelf can only pity them.

But furely, Sir, 1t does not at all follow,
that trom one’s thinking one perfon une-
qual to the taking charge of the Britith
{yftem, one {hould think another more fit
for it, to whom, perhaps, even greater aad
jufter exceptions might be mude ; nd
much lefs others, of whom a long andfad
expetience has pretty well {ettled therate
of opinion, and who neverthelefs aresro-
bably ftill the predominant party atoot-
tom.

The truth is, that in the menon of
thofe party-cabals to which you llude,
(p-61.) I fincerely meant no prerence
of any, but an exclufion of theav//: in
the opinion, which you are moft cartily
welcome to treat with what ctempt
you pleafe; that from none of t'm this
‘country can very rationally hos it§ re-
trieval out of its prefent fiate of rdition.
But explode this opiniog as yomay, at
leaft you canuot but aéuit it 1 flattery

fo



[ 6]

to prefent power, or even to future, when
I ingenuoufly add, that 1 have no parti-
cular fubfhitutes in view ; only, I prefume
in general, that this great pation cannot
be {o abfolutely defhitute ¢f neutials of
biith, rank, influence and abilities, as not
to afford a competent and a lefs excep-
tionable choice amongtt them : at leaft, 1t
wil be one great ment, not to have been
fewilely enrolled in any party.

Toone then fixed in a juft contempt of
ell parties whatever, you will eafily ima-
gits that the treating him in qualuy of
eva the head of one, could not be a very
accotable compliment.  As little would
the oncomitant title of right honorable,
flatt- one who knows fo well to what
fort f perfonages it is now fo often given,
as twith defign to degrade it. That
Enghman, whatever his condition may
be, wo fincerely and difintereftedly loves
his centry, is a character fo much higher,
B‘y t- heart at leaft, than thofe who
difhowr or differve it; and is in thefe
d&ys igreat a diftin¢tion, that he muft
have wretched tafte, indeed, who would
envy tm a woithlefsnefs, that is no dif-
tinction
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tin&ion at all, unlefs a fcandalous onein
pr0portxon to the exaltednefs of the fta-
tions in which it is found. If this pream-
ble-thould appear impertinent to others, at
leaft it cannot fo to you, whofe miﬁakc
has made it neceflary ; and I now pro-
ceed to what my title-page promifed,
fome further and fupplemental confidera-
tions, occafioned by the publication of
the proceedings of the court-martial,

The firft point to be noticed, fince it
was the only one left unexamined by the
board of enquiry, is the reafon of Forte
Fouras being inacceffible to fea-ward, after
{o explicit a declaration as that of the pilot
Thierry, that be could carry the Magna-
nime within half an Englith mile of it.
It ‘was then but natural to fuppofe, that
fince nothing was attempted againftit, the
pilot muft have out-promifed his power
to perform; for which Sir Edward Hawke
accounts very naturally in a part ofhis
examination, that may very well, tonfi-
dering its confequence, ad 2-quotation
here.  (Page of the Proc, 408 and 109.)

114 On
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*« Knowles to lighten the Barfleur ; and in
“ the mean time gave him a verbal order,
f who immediately went away to give
¢ the neceflary directions, and to enquire
“ into the praticability of the attempt.~—
“ The pilot now recolleéicd himfelf, and
“ declared that the Barfleur, even thus
“ fightened, could not be brought near
* emough : that wheie fhe fhould come
“ pearefl at the top of high-water, og the
¢« ebb the muft fink in the mud Gx geet
“ or more, from which ke pould not@ans
“ fwer whether fhe would s7fe. Upon
 trial aftcrwards, the prlof could not carry
““ a bombketch withun random-fhot of the
« fort, as Mr. Knowles informed him, in
“ whom, as being the fcecond fea-officer
“in command, hc apprchends he might
* fafcly confide for that information.”

He, Sir E. H. added, (p. 10.) that this
fame pilot, < upon examination at the
‘ councl, appearcd to be «ery ignorent
“ of the place, and even at the attack of
“ the fort of Aix he obferves, that-the
“ Magnauime fewed in the’ mid, - though
“ Thierry was on board.”

C "Thus
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¢« Knowles to lighten the Barfleur ; and in
“ the mean time gave hum a verbal order,
“ who iminediately went away to give
¢ the ncceflary directions, and to enquice
“ into the practicability of the attempt.—
“ The pilot now rcollecied himfelf, and
¢ declared that the Barfleur, even thus
“ fightencd, could not be brought near
“ cnough : that whuc fhe thould come
““ meareff at the top of hugh-water, on the”
s ebb fhe mutt fink in the mud 6x Jeet
“ or more, f.om wiuch Lo M{/d ot G-
“ fwer whet'wr the wonid 47/, Upon
< trial aftciward ., m(,/rh 4 could not carry
W a bombketh witlan rardem-fhot of the
« fort, as Mr. lKnowle, 1oiued him, 1n
“ whom, as being th: o nid fea-ofheer
¢ in commmand, he spprebonds he mght

I‘
* fafcly conhde for that insurination.”

He, Sir E. T ad'd, (n. 10.) that this
fame pilot, “ upon ex.munation at the
“ counctl, appcared to be wery om0 ant
“ of the pluce, and even at the attack of
“ the fort f Aix he obferves, that the
* Magnauime {cved in the mud, though
“ Thierry was on hoard.”

C Thus
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Thus is the non-attack of Ivuras by
fea folved in the very manner, which
it was fo obvious 1w befpeak it would :
and as to the French feventy-four gun-
thip running up the Charente, on which
you lay fuch a ftrefs, there is hardly a
foremaftman in the navy, butwhat can
give a very fatisfaCtory reafon why the
could not be followed, even if the fub-
fequent one would not do; that there
was not a fingle pilot on board the
fleet that would take charge of a twenty
gun-thip in the chace up it. Page
84, of the proceedings you will fec this
point as fully explained, as the greateft
pun&ilioufnefs of examination could re-

quire,

You will alfo fee (from page 81, proc.)
the queftion minutely anfweied, ** why
“ the flect did not come inte the soad
“ fooner than the 23d, fecing they made
“the coaft on the 20th ¥’ Concerning
which, whatever your private opinion may
be*of vice-admiral Kn——, 1 general,
which you are certainly as free to enter-
tain as poffible; yet is it plain, that in
this particular you have done him wrong,

as
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as well as Sir E. H. who, if eitherthe f1&
or reafoning, on which you proceed, was
true, muft have been the compleateft dii-
veller on earth, to have fuffered his fubal-
tern’s management, or opinion, to have
had any fhare in defeating fo great a pro-
ject as that, of which the maritime part
of the execution was committed to him-
{elf, or to his choice of whom to truit in
any branch of it. Did Sir E, H. com-
plain of Mr. Kn----- ? and if he did not,
who can, without beginning at Sir Ed-
ward ? whom even malice itfelf, never
that I could yet learn, charged with being

cither coward or fool. '

The procedure of the court-martial
having then cleared up the only point
that had been left dubious, the practica-
bility of attacking Fouras by fea, all the
other parts of it will fall o properly
within the courfe of my reply to your
feveral objections, that there will be to
occafion for a feparate difcuffion. And
as to the unanimous and honorable ac-
quittal of Sir John by a numerons Com~
miffion of officers appointed to try him,
however natural it mighg be to challenge

Ca2 a
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a {trong* prefumption from thence in his
favor, I enurely wave that advantage,
from a coniuoufnefs, that as their con-
demnaton of im would pot 1n the leaft
have changed my opinion, founded as it
was, on matters of fact and evidence;
neither could his acquittal add to that
moft perfect certainty of hus innocence,
they had before eftablifhed: a certainty
that had not the leaft conneétion with
my knowing there was fuch a perion in
the world, as the projector or 'patron of
the expedition.

If that acquittal, however, fhould be
unpopular, or, if there are fhll fome,
as in favour of that common fenfe, of
which you fo often, and fo pathetically
invoke the name, I hope there cannot be
many, who can harbour the leaft doubt
of Sir John’s having fully done his duty,
there is one refle¢tion which cannot fail
of comforting hum. A faife judgment
can only “ difbonor” thofe who make
it, or thofe who are weak enough to be
mif-led by it, without examination: no-
thing being {o rath as the decifions of
the ignorant, ner nothing fo hard as to

cngage
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engage them to retra®t them. Whe
does not every day fee men perfevere in
an error, as if that was the beft expedient
to cover the thame of having been in
one, or preferable to the glory which
the wife always find in renouncing it,
from a confcivuinefs that, being but men,
falhibility could not be half the reproach
to them, that obftinacy muft be?

But whoever condemns, or acquits
him, moft certainly there is no man ia
Britain, who ought to confefs himfelf fo
deeply obhged to that commander, as
the patron of the expedition himfclf, if
he has a grain of that gratitude, with
which it would be very unfair to fuppofe
him unprovided. He maft himfelf re-
joice, that fuch a number of his coun-
trymen were not fo fillily facrificed to an
opinion of his, perhaps too lightly taken
up; and which, himfelf being perfuaded,
he could hardly fail of perfuading others
to adopt, fupported as it was by the irre~
fitible powers of his oratory. But had
the nation fuflained fo deep a lofs, as was
palpably prepared for it, and to fo lintle
purpofe, even a fentiment of juft com-

paflio,,
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paffion would then probably have dif-
pofed many minds to examine into the
nature and practicability of the proje&
1tfelf: minds now averfe to that examina-
tion, from the excufe of doubt left them
by the non-execution ; a doubt, of which
the partizans of the fcheme do not fail
to avail themfelves, with thofe upon
whom it can pafs for one. Though, fo
tenacious of its object is the rage of pre-
judice, that had Sir John even been cut
off, one half of his troops knocked on
the head, and the other taken prifoners
of war, which, or fomething like it,
muft in all human probability have been
the cafe, I do not doubt but there would
ftill have remained fome, who would have
kept on trumpeting the excellence of the
plan, and have difcovered in the execu-
tion that caufe of its mifcarriage, which
your favorite, common {enfe, would
have never thought of looking for, but in
the project itfelf,

You produce, Sir, with great emphafis
(page 10) the names of his M---, and
the Privy-council, in fupport of the plan,
againft thofe who took the liberty of

treating
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treating it from the firft, as a wild, chi-
merical, and abfurd one. 1 know not
what imprefiions they may make on you,
but I readily fuppofe them fuch as they
would make on every man of fenfe;
impreffions of the higheft refpet and
veneration. But, I own, I think there
is flill an authority fuperior to theirs, in
points where judgment and not obedi-
ence is concerned, and fuperior, becaufe
derived from God himfelf, and that is,
one’s own reafon. ‘The names of King
and Council, at the fame time they
juftly command the moft fubmiffive re-
gard, do not challenge the attribute of
infallibility, which even the Roman-Ca-
tholics begin to be heartily fick of allow-
ing to their Popes. So tar fiom it, they
are often themfelves moft gracioufly
pleafed to lay before the Public, their
motives and courfe of procedure, leaving
every free Englifhman to judge of them
for himfelf. You, Sir, for example, are
perfectly at liberty to think the intel-
ligence that determined the refolution of
the expedition, an admirable and com-
pleat one. But will you grudge others
$he fame liberty of thinking the contrary #.

Others,
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raut a perfon, it feems rather too vague
and inconclufive to have deferved the
whole of that important Tefolution being
refted upon it; I fay, the whol, for the
intelligence furnithed by Col. Cl-- may
be pronounced precifely lefs than no-
thing, even taking into the account a//
that he fa:d before the council of war,
the board of enquiry, and the court-
martial, put together. Can you, Sir, fay
that he cver fo much as pretended to
have perfonally explored the great and
important point of all, the acceflibility
of Rochefort by {ea, or to afcertain many
other effentials neceflary to be known,
before the plan of attacking it could be
fo much as attempted to be carried into
execution ! Yourfelf only affeGt to be
arch upon the doubt of there being a
ditch quite round the place or not, and
to take it il that the troops did not
march up To ser whether Rochfort
could be efcaladed or not, where, N. B.
IF it was not, there was no artillery that
could give a chance to force it, or to
oppofe to that of the place. But, deign
to afk yourfelf the queftion, was any
thing known that ought indifpenfably to
D

ave
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Others, with as good intentions to their
country as yourfelf, though perhaps not
with cyes fo penetrating, might very inno-
cently fee nothing in it of particularity,
or weight -enough for the fuperftruéture
of fuch a plan upon it, as was offered
and approved.

Of the memorial of the French forces

I have already fpokein my firft letter : you
will hardly find in it fuch an cbfurdity as
that of a private authority difputing pre-
ference with a public, in which I only
mentioned the difference between the
Iift furnifhed to the Council, and the com-
mon report and notion, under appeal to
the reader’s own judgment, which comes
neareft to probability. ‘Though, had the
government even been egregioufly in this
matter impofed on by falie accounts, it
would not certainly have been the firft
time of its being fo; and as to the pulot
Thierr1’s depofition, I do not even take
the advantage of its having proved a
falfe one, becaufe that could not be well
foreknown, but by what appears of it
previous to the refolution, however tole-
rable an onc it may be from fo very /gno-
rant
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have been known, preliminary to fuch 2
meafure av that of attacking Rochefort ?
and the anfwer of your own knowledge
and judgment to that queftion, canhardly,
if you will fuffer your prejudice to give
then fair play, be other than favorable
to the refolution of not ritking fo fine a
body of troops, on fuch light and de-

feGive information?

If a French officer thould report to his
court, that Newport on the Ifle of Wight
was an unfortified place, that a hundred
or lefs regulars might carry by a coup-de-
main ; what would he in that fay, that
was not ftrictly true ? And yet I fancy,
that they would think twice before they
attempted it with ten thoufand men,
could they even procure a pilot through
theNeedles, and had they nothing to dread
from the fuperiority of our naval force ;

ccially where the cafe of a furprize
fhould be out of the queftion, as it was
with refpect to Rochefort.  The place it-
felf- forms the leaft ‘object ; its relations
and conmnections, fuch as the means of
coming at it, of retreating in cafe of a re-
pulfe, and the probabdity of fuccours lliy

the
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the national force, being the capital points
to be previoufly afiertained beyond a
doubt ; nothing of which was in this cafe
fo much as pretended to be known. Or
furely, fixteen thips of the line needed
not to have been employed, in convoying
tranfpoits upon an expedition, where' even
a boumnb-ketch could not come within
gun-fhot of the forts at the mouth of the
river. The city-barges, as fomebody be-
fore me has humoroufly obferved, might
certainly have been at leaft as ferviceable :
even frigates could not cover the debarka-
tion, at the only fpot where it could take
place. It is indeed faid, in a quotation of
your’s from the Report, (p. 41.) ¢ that
‘“ the bomb-ketches might azmey the
“ troops, if there were any behind the
« fand-hills.”  Perhaps they might; not
much, however, I fancy. But as to
bomb-ketches covering a debarkation, I
have no great conception of its being pof-
fible for them to be employed on fuch a
fervice, but that may very well be owing
to my ignorance of the military art; and
to the fame ignorance do I impute my
doubt about a couple of field picces blow-

ing up a fluice in half an hour, by which
D2 thé
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the ditch was to vanith, (p. 54.) and can
hardly yet believe, that the fuccefs of the
expedition depended on fo fimple an ope-
ration.

You have afked, fir, fome queftions in
the name of common fenfe ; permit me
now to afk you one in the name of com-
mon candor. What could pofiibly be
your driftin introducing two fuch fforses,as
that of the Marfhal Seneterres being worn
out with infirmities, and crying like a
child, according to your French accounts ;
and in that of 1ts being underftood on the
coaft, that both Rochefort and Rachelle
would, in the courfe of a few days, fall
into the hands of the Englith ; there be-
ing no poflibility to reinforce them tili the
houthold-troops could arrive from Ver-
failles, (poftfcript.) Iz it pofiible, fir,
that you can have ferioufly fwallowed fuch
grofs illufions, or can hope to pafs them,
unlefs on the profoundeft ignorance, or
the moft indolent acquiefcene of non-ex-
amination?

As to the Marfhal, that he might be
very infirm, even to the dotage of thedding
tears
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tears there is nothing incredible in that :
the great duke of Marlborough himfelf,
was precifely in that condition before he
died. Nay, I grant it even pofiible, tho’
afluredly barely fo, that the court of France
might be fo ill-informed of this his dif-
qualiﬁcation, as to have trufted him with
fo important a command as that of the
coaft, in fo critical a conjuncture as this of
a threatened, and of what you would
have to be confidered as a very formidable,
invafion. But is it to be believed, that
fince you allow there was a Marfhhal of
France in or near Rochefort, that he had
not officers and troops with him fufficient
to conduct for him the neceflary opera-
tions, and at leaft to put Rochefort into
a pofture of defence agaiuft a coup-de-
main, which could not, if you believe co-
lonel Cl------ , (you fee I quote no unfz-
vourable witnefs to you) take place, but
by a fudden furprize ? All poffibility of
which being long enough over, any other
method of attack was out of the queftion,
fince there was confeffedly no artillery pre-
pared; and without it, our army mutft have
madebeforeit as fills aﬁgurcas a cock pitted
without his gaffles.  That fuch accm;]nts
then
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then you might have, I do not doubt:
there aie as ﬁ]ly ones every day imported;
but furcly nothing would equal the abfur-
dity of grounding upon the like of thefe
a plan of cnterpuzc, except that of con-
demning on them the non-execution of
cne. As to any awe or terror to be flruck
by the mere name of a Marfhal of France,
Y heartily agiee with you, that nothing
could be more idiculous or fhameful.
We have had a Marthal, nay, a king of
France in our prifons before now, and
may again, but it muft not be by fuch
projetions as you are pleafed to defend,
nor by fucha {pirit of party as now reigns,
inftead of the old Britith oue, which
feems fo thoroughly extinguithed.

Now as to the taking of Rochefort and
Rochelle being given over by the French,
as already in our pofleffion, on the ba1e
appearance of our armament, as you ad-
vance on the authorlty of a Captam or maf-
ter of a tranfport veflel ; not denying the
exiftence of this curious piece of intelli-
gence, let us cxamine the merit of it, and
leave the pronouncing on it to every Eng-
lithman, who thall dare to make ufe of his
own judgment and knowledge.
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Firft, as to Rochefort, the practicability
of the attempt without knowing fow it
lay, how to be come at, without artillery,
without fecurity of a retreat, without, in
fhort, ouly every thing that was material
to be known, has already been di‘cufled.

But as to Rochelle, furely no falfity was
ever more giofly palpable.  There is
hardly a man who knows any thing, but
knows that this place, the laft important
fortrefs of liberty, and the Proteftant re-
ligion in France, is fo extremely well for-
tificd by art and nature, that an army, by
fea and land, of fifty or fixty thoufand
men, might perbaps promife to itfelf the
reduction of it in the courfe of a cam-
paign, if not in mean tine relieved by
the whole force of France. To belicve
then that they could tremble for fuch a
place, where efpecially furprifing it to-
wards the fea, is from its fituation impof-
fible ; und where the cafe of a furprize it-
felf did not exift, is fuch a ftretch of cre-
dulity, that one would hardly imagine
there was a man capable of even feigning
it. It may alfo here be obferved, that
ftrong as it was before, it received within

thefe
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thefe few years, a very confiderable addi-
tion to its woiks, which cannot be un-
known here, fince it was in all the fo-
reign gazettes,

As to the houthold-troops being or-
dered to hold themfelves ready to march
ata minute’s warning, can any one from
thence draw an inference ot our arma-
ment having been an object of terror?
Was fuch a difpofition other than what
might naturally be expected! Were a
defcent on the pomt of being made on
any part of our coaftls by the French,
would not any forces at London have
the fame order, to be ready at all events,
even if the coaft was ever fo well guard-
ed? Muft not then one be reduced to
the moft pitful fhift for argument, to
infer from that difpofition of the houfe-
hold troops, the French being frightened
out of their fenfes?

In the mean time, it is precifely by
fuch filly flories and idle reports as thefe,
that many well-meaning, Worthy people
in the nation, are mif-led and abufed;
I mean thofe who are not in a way ar

condition
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condition to examine for themlclives.
Thus it s, that many wita the beft of
hearts towards their country, and cven
from that very goodnefs of heart, have
been betrayed 1nto the countenancing men
and meafures which, had the truth of
things been known to them, they would
have been the firft to difapprove. Putto
whatever decepffon they may  be lable,
from any dcfigning men or jartics, they
can never fufpect 1t in thoefe, who defire
ncthing fo much of them, as that they
would not trufl any othet’s juigment or
knowledge but thewr own, cfpecially in
points wiiete 1t s {o o 1y for thanfehves
te obtain {uflicernt itwormatien.  Maoy
would not want more than wouald con-
fhitute thens, 17 not conftmmuie pohi’-
cians, ai leait competent judges in muot-
ters, of whih «Imoft zny Enplithman
thould be aflared to be thoaght o
norant, or Lundliyto pin lus {ach ot
them on otoes. Yet, a, thivgs fand,
how few dare think for thearel s
They are coatent with having thaw opi-
nions ready chewed for thein, as we are
told of the Negus of AbyfTni. . bw.rg hus
roval food chewed by an old womsan,

E and
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and chucked down his throat. With re-
fpect to certain perfonages, as well as to
certain meafures, how cculd the prefer-
ment and popularity of the one, or any
approbation of the other be otherwife ac-
counted for?

As to France again, what grofs abfur-
ditics, what palpable falfities and even
often contradictory ones, are not every
day {wallowed; if they but flatter either
the popu]a; humor, or favor any parti-
cular point of ntereft of dcﬁgmng men?
Few fecm to confider how pernicious fuch
nationa! miftakes are, or how 1indifpen-
fable a preliminary to the taking of juft
meafures for reducing an enemy: it
is to know his exact ftate of ftrencth,
as well as his weak fide. The next pointis,
on that knowledge, neither to dread him
fo much as to let fear enervate coun-
cils or operations, nor to defpife him fc
much as to let that contempt lead into
falfe meafures. Has this maxim, true as
it is trite, ever been obferved towards
France? Let the public meafures declare.
Sometimes we are panic-ftruck at fcarce
the thadow of a danger from it, othertimes
knocking our heads againft the hard im-

penetrable
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penetrable fubftance of one. For my own
part, I neither think her fo formidable as
fome reprefent her, nor fo defpicable as
others do, nor that the is to be {ubdued,
no, not even by the great force in fathion,
of whole regiments of tropes, batta-
lions of mctaphors, or brigades of fimi-
lies, though the man that fhould be at
the head of them, werc beaven-born.

Yet, Sir, you tax me, and furely very
unjuftly (p. 28) with entertaining a high
opinion of the French wifdom and ability,
and extolling them highly on every occa-
fion. I prefume there is no part of what
I wrote on this fubje¢t that breathes a
thought fo foreign to me. The moft
that I ventured to f{ay, only fuppofed,
they could not well be thought fuch rank
ideots as to omit, in their own defence,
what nothing but idiotifm itfelf could
neglect, and that our troops would pro-
bably have {tood wretched a chance tohave
trufted to the pofhibility of fuch a negleet.
Foranything further, yourfelf cannot think
worfe than I know of them. They are
conftitutionally ard fyftematically the in-
cendiaries of Europe, and in thort as
great enemies to its hiberty as to their own.

E2 Slaves
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Slaves themfelves, with fenfe enough in-
watdly to feel the {ha ne of being fo, and
which a poorly palliated expcfiuon, can-
not conceal fiom them, they think,
however, to cover that fhame by piopa-
gating their fyftem of flavery, wherever
their arms, cunning, or perfidy can
pave their way for fubdual or infiuence.
Their chains they affect to cover with the
rlowers of cloquence, or with the laurels
of war, or jingle them harmonioufly, as if
they were vain of them. From the
whole drift of their poltics, they have
made it thz inteicitof every nation in
Euiope, to contiibute to their reduction :
ard vet, by their management and in-
trigues, at almeoft all the couts of it, they
have cafily presvailed over fuch miniftersas
we oppoied to them, and given the fouleft
caufe imaginable, a face painted with
fair colours. 'Thc war now on foot
was undoubtedly premeditated, at the
very inftant they were figning the peace
with us at Aix-la-Chapelle ; that peacein,
which we fo tamely confented to give hof-
tages ! and as to their great wildom it
capitally confiftsin our folly. They have
ercéted their {yftem on the bafis of our
eCtoal blunders, or the prefumption’ of

them,
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them, from their knowledge of us, in
which, to give us our due, we have fel-
dom deceived their moft fanguine expec-
tations. 'Their military, its true, is more
numerous then ours, which is not to be
wondered at, under a conftitution that is
purely military, though their area of do-
minpion is not proportionable to the force
they keep up fo much greater than ours,
and certainly not fo populous : The com-
mon men in their armies are very com-
mon men indeed ; and far inferior in cvery
refpelt to ours.  The great ftrefs of their
force in war conhits 1n their nobility,
which ftill adheres to its original principle
of inflitution for military fervice, and
which to that powerful point of honar
joins a more regular education and train-
ing in war, than mofl of our officers. I
have counted on their military eftablifh-
ment amongft their lieutenant-generals,
Marechaue de Camp, Brigadsers d Armeés,
de Cavalerie, and de Dragons, 15 Princes,
31 Dukes, 193 Marquefles, 139 Earlsor
Counts, 10 Vilcounts, 78 Baions and
Knights, independent of the untitied nobi~
lity, and of thofe that may be prefumed to
be in the fubaltern commands. The ¢x~
amples of men of fuch rank, doubtlefs

diffufe
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diftufe great animation through the whele
body of the army; and furely the employ-
ment of thefe noblemen in the fervice of
their country, may without partiality to
the French, be pronounced at leaft equal
to the glorious amufements of ours in
racing, cock-fighting, gaming, and carry-
ing themfelves and their conntry to mar-
ket, &c. And yet, to an Englhthman,
thefe titles need be far from dazzling or
awful. The loweft freeman is fuperior
to the higheft flave in point of intrinfic
dignity. The firft fubject in France is but
the firft flave, let his chains be never fo
gaudily ornamented ; and in that fervile
condition, there can never exift a true
fpirit, which is perhaps the reafon they
are forced to fubftitute a falfe one of hon-
or they place in obeying a defpotic mafter,
and which thould rather confift in {purn-
ing the yoke. To fay then the truth,
with all the advantages national liberty
muft give us over them, the greateft re-
proach that can be made to any admini-
ftration is that of fuffering the French to
gain, or but to hope the leaft afcendant
over us. Nor could that ever be the
cafe, if the nation was once to feel its
wndoubted ftrength, or have it put into 8

2 prope
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proper way of colle@ing and exerting itfelf
to the purpofe.

So miuch for my *“ extolling the wifdom
¢ and ability of the French.” And now,
Sir, give me leave to reprefent to you,
your not having made the faireft ufe of
the affertion you quote (P. 6.) of there
having been thofe who pronounced boldly
that nothing would or poffibly could be
done by that grand Armada; an antici-
pation youobferve at once aftonithed man-
kind, and afforded a bad omen of the
fuccefs ; though it could certainly mean
no more than an indifferent opinion of the
projeGtion, or perhaps of the projeCtor
himfelf. For tu think that any private -
malevolence, pique or envy, could have
prevailed on the commanders of the expe-
dition to neglect {o grofly their duty to
their king, their country and themfclves,
andto commit therein a treafon for which
no protection could enfure their impunity,
no reward in the power of a king to be-
ftow, could compenfate the infamy; fuch
a belief, I fay, would itfelf be fuch a
firetch of injuftice mixed with folly, as
mankind at leaft can hardly be fufpected

of,
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of, however a few individuals blinded by
party-rage, or prejudice might adopt it.

But of all the charges you bring againft
me, the heavieft and Lcrtamly the moft ill
grounded, is, my want of candor, which
would be infinitely the more criminal in
me, for all my prefatory folemn profef-
fions of it. Had you deigned to perufe
my difcuffion in a flate of mmd free en-
ough from prejudice, for truth notto find
the entrance fhut againft it, you could not
mifs obferving that I was far from feeking
to derive unfair advantages from :he tefti«
~mony of thie officers of thw counc | of war

(P. 23.) whom you very juit.y call parties,
or {rom vague reports in oppx fitionto thofe
of authority.  The whole ftiength of my
conclufions are refted entirely on the in-
formation produced on your cwn fide, but
efpecially on the intelligence and depoii-
tion of Col. Cl— himfelf. You cannot
reafonably fuppofe him to have been
favorable or partial to the refolution of
not attemfiting to proceed agatnft Roche-
fort; and yet, what could more conduce
toit, next to an immedi-te furvey and con-
fideration of circumftarces on the f{pot,

than the figure thar gentleman himfelf
made
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madebefore the councilof war of the 2 sth,
if the minute of it was not partially or
falfely taken, though it does not appear to
have been contradi@ed : as follows ( Pro:
ceedings p. 87.)

¢ On examination of Col. Clerk, ALy
*¢ that could be gafbered is, that the army
“ are to march up To SEE if Rochefort
« can be efcaladed or mof ; but that all
‘¢ opening of trenches for carrying on of
*¢ aregular fiege, were notin His plan of
¢ attack.”

You will excufe, Sir, this repetition,
on account of its importance, and which
conveys not an unpleafant image of an
army marching up an enemy’s country #
fée, if an attack, upon the plan of a fur-
prife, N. B. already long over, was
practicable or not, in which laft cafc,
there was nothing for them, but to march
back again, that s to fay, if they could.

As to the virulence which you accufe
me of a tendency to fupport againft the
M---n---r, in that you alfo greatly injure
the meaning of my heart, I know the

F prefent
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prefent ftate of parties too well, not to
think him the moft plaufible, if not even
intrinfically the beft of the leaders of
them, and from his popularity, deferved
or not deferved, the moft capable to ferve
his country, if he could act up to his pro-
feflions. And fince it is fatal to Britain,
that fome particular party muft rule, in
exclufion of a more national fpisit, and of
thofe who if they deferved to rule, would
defpifc all parties whatever, and with the
nation fairly rid of them all, than which
day it could never fee a happier : fince,
1 fay, there feems no great likelihood of
fo defirable a change of fyftem taking
place, no doubt your admired m---n--.r
1s as proper a one as any other head, or
member of a party. Yes ! even though
new linked with colleagues, he once af-
feGted fovercignly to deipife, on the fole
firength of which contempt, he rofe to
his prefent fuper-eminence, and whom
he has however taken under his moft
gracious protection, at the hazard of his
popularity, and of making no hctter a
figure, confidering the dificrent color of
the principles he boatts, than a new patch
on an old thread-bare ducal mantle. But

what
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what weré the terms of the treaty, of a
political penitence on their fide, which
cannot however be entirely unfufpicious,
or of relaxations from the rigor of patiio-
tifm on his, the courfe and tenor ofp affairs
muft decide, and has, in truth, already
pretty clearly decided.

So far then from harbouring the leaft
malevolence againft him, utterly indiffer-
ent as it muft be to him whether I do or
not ; if he has not already all the talents
that conflitute the great minifter, which
Iam far from denying, as he may furely
have them all without my knowledge or
affent, atleaft, I with he had them all
both for his country’s fake, and his
own.

I with he may remember that though
in this infamous age, the rarity of having
clean hands, has made that a great merit
which is purely 2 common duty, it is
alfo not uneflential to have a clear heart,
a heart that will not fuffer to fume up to
the head, and cloud it, the arrogance of
fuperior lights, the fondnefs of power,
without the requifites to difcharge its

Fz2 fundtion,
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fun@ions, that narrow-fpirited partiality
which leads to the fele¢ting of fubje&s for
employment out of one’s own little family,
inftead of the great ftore-houfe of the
nation : a heart in fhort above all the little-
nefles of the times.

I wifh him the difcernment neceffary
to nominate or recommend the greateft
and ableft minifters to foreign courts ;
fit to fupport the dignity and inte-
refts of the ination, in this moft critical
conjuncture, and hkewife to felect the
propereft and moft ufeful fubjects for his
own affiftance at home, the wantof which
attention was the very rockon which Albe-
roni {plit, whofe head intoxicated with his
ftrange fudden elevation, and vanity did
not permit him to liftento advice.

May he for his own fake remember,
and apply the two following maxims of
the Cardinal de Retz, which will befound
troe in all times, becaufe all times re-
{femble one another, fo far as the heart of
man, which is always and every where
the fame at bottom, goes to form them.
The firft, ¢ That no circumftance fo

“ much
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¢ much difgraces one who pretends to
¢ be a great man, as his not feizing ex-
« a&ly, or making the moft of the de-
« cifive moment of his reputation, which
« is generally facrificed to an over-cager-
« nefs for making his fortune. And it
¢ is in that precifely he is commonly
¢ doubly deceived.” Thefecond. That
¢¢ the very thadow of a clofet, the weak-
«« nefles inwhichonecannothinder, isdan-
< gerous to a man, whofe principal force
« confifts in his ‘reputation with the
¢ public.”

May he alfo be thoroughly affured that
many propofals which might with a toler
able grace, or at leaft without much in-
decency be made by others, will with the
worft grace imaginable come from him, if
he has ever before violently oppofed the
matter of them ! that will be for ever re-
membered againft him, and the moft in-
trepid affurance, on fuch occafions, will
be but the more hurtful'to the conclufions
he would eftablith, as it will lefs operate
eonviction, than provoke indignation. A
mind thus changed, is always fuppofed.
10 be fo by refpedts of intereft and powcr',l'

an
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and not by the actual pofition of things.

This inference may certainly fometimes

be wrong, but men are ever 1=fs afraid of

gcing unjuft, than of being taken for bub«
les.

In my prefent train of good withes to
him, 1 cannot omit wifhing him a man-
ly, nervous oratory, fuch as may rather
befpeak a command of bufinefs, than a
command of words. Thefe never fail him
who is a thorough mafter of the firft. May
he entertain a juft coutempt for all that ru-
mor and falfe fire of declamation, fomuch
in the nature of a mounted fky-rocket,
that burfting with a bounce, fcatters lit-
tle artificial itars, whofe glittering im-
prefiion vanifhes inftantly into the am-
bient darknefs. I with him, in fhort, an
eloquence rather of fervice than of pa-

rade.

This will thow you, fir, that not the
warmef} of his well-withers, wifh him bet-
ter, or indeed, {fo well as I do, unlefs fin-
cerity fhould-be efteemed more pernicious
than the rankeft flattery.  Can any thing,
for example, be more pregnant with inju~

Ty
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ry to him than what you fay (p. 62.) that
po man in England durft fll his office af-
ter him? I wave an mnfiftence on the fcorn,
and derifion, which fuch a fuggeftion muft
naturally provoke in every man in England
of rank, quality, or pretentions equal,
and many muft be fuperior to his, and
thall only remark that another caufe was
affigned for that long vacancy, at leaft as
probable as yours, which was, that none
cared much for fitting after him in a place;
his very getting into which proved at once
the nature of the times, and of the quali-
fications for obtaining it, iuch as could not
render it a very great object of ambition.

I come now to your mention of the
aecks admiralty (p. 62.) which I am ex-
tremely ready to grant you was at leaft as
valuable a2 fet, as that which fucceeded
them: though I then thought the nomi-
nation of fome of them, the higheft impo-
licy in the perfonage, who was fuppofed to
have nominated them, as it appeared fo
bad an omen, and gave his enemies fo fair
an handle to impeach his difinterefted-
nefs, in his very firft ffep into power. Some
of them onec wculd have thought tgo'

greaf
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great men to accept fuch a fubaltern part
on his recommmendation. I alfo admit the
fa to be exadtly as you flate it, as to
their defigned reinforcements for America;
but you will allow too that this, though ve-
ry laudable attention, was nothing to the
point I contended for, of taking Cape-
Breton. For certainly that force could not
be fuppofed fufficient, humanly fpeaking,
to enfure fuccefs; and any force in the
leaft, fhort of that, was nothing to Cape-
Breton. If we know its importance, in
the opinion of which, I am flattered with
your agreeing with me; the French alfo
koow it. Thefe are the French king’s
words, in a memorial of inftrutions, da-
ted Verfailles, April, 1751. < Lz Colonie
¢ de I'lfle Royale quoiqu’'une des moins et-
«¢ endues fous ma dominationdans I Amerigue,
&< off cependant une des plus importantes et
<< par [a fituation, et par le commerce qui s’y
' falt *

It is not then to be doubted but it will
require a force to reduce it, in proportion

# The colony of Cape-Breton, though one of the
leaft extenfive ones of my dominions in America, is
neverthelefs of the greateft importance, both for its
fituation and for the wade carried on there,

to



{ 41.)

to the naturally'to be fuppofed augmen~
tation of its works and defence: but it is
as certain that it cannot, or is not at leaft
hitherto put into 2 condition of refifting
fuch a force as it is in our power to bring
againft it. As to the reproach you men-
tion, having been made to that branch of
the miniftry of their being America-mad,
there was a retort at hand too obvious to
be mifled, which is, that it was at leat
better than being Germany-mad, and the
worft I with them, is that they may not
be whiffled round nor fall off from the
deferving the honor of fuch an attach-
ment to that truly national object being
imputed to them, as hardly admits of an
excefs.

As to feveral common-place aphori{ms
interfperfed in your letter, the purport of
which is that a foldiers life is not his own,
but belongs to the ftate—that hard fervices
ought not to be neglected becaufe liable
to Jofs, or danger, and the like: they are
much too juft to be difputed in general;
allthat I &tcfume to deny of them, is their
bemg in the leaft apphcab!c to the prefent

G But
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~ But to the queftion you propofe with a
hittle air of triumph. (p. 34.) ““ Is a privage
“ officer or a colleCtion of officers in coun-
“ cil (for the number does not alter their
*¢ condition) to fay, my orders are ridicu-
“ Jous? who conftituted them counicllors
“ of ftate, and fubmitted the propriety of
% their orders of decifion?” aparticular an-
fwer is due in acquittal of the commanders
of the heavy charge it implies againfk
them.

In one word, fir, it was the King, the
king whko made fir Jokn frecifically, and
his council the iudges of the propriety of
their orders, vuch muit be exactly in
proportion to the practicability they thouid
find or not of thein, on that or any part of
the coaft, to which they weie fent. And
Iet any one but confider the defectivenefs
of the information, on which the plan
was embraced, and it will hardly be deni-
ed that his majefty with great confiderate-
nefs and juftice, left that latitude in his in-
ftructions. An cxprefs pofitive otder of

oceeding, at all events and ritks, would
EZvc cgrtainly born dagc with moge pro-
priety from 2 ccll in a mad-houfe, than

from
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froffi a tlofet, which ought to be refpedted
as the fanctuary of wifdom. If the com-
manders then, who muft know on what
inteligence and advice the plan wids oti=
gionally founded ; (however it came to be
adepted by the higheft authority) in theé
gall of their difappointment, at being fent
on fuch an errand, had even taken the lis
berty to treat thofe orders not indeed as
quite ridiculous, but only as better to
have been {pared for their being fo im<
practicable, of which they were happily
fot this nation, and themfelves left the
judges ; there could not, methinks, have
been any great harm in it, even though
none of them were counfellors of ftate, ot
hed not left a low poft in the army in the
afpiring views of becoming {o, in the fafer
courfe of rfing by parliamentary com-
Eaigns, or the wordy warfare of oppofi-
tion,

Difdaining too all petty cavils, I wave
what advantages might be drawn from
Port L’ Orient being fuffered to ftand in
the¢ inflructions to the general, theugh
that place was known to be unattackable,

and # remaining oncancelled, was représ
G2 fented
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fented as a hardfhip on the commander,
(See Proceed. p.61. and 106.) This it
feems was over-ruled, though probably it
would have been more exact, confequently
more in the ftyle of bufinefs, in an affair
of fo folemn and momentous a nature,
to have complied with the motion for
leaving it out. But let it go for 2 com-

panion to the famous letter by the Viper-
floop.

Having now, Sir, gone throngh the
points I thought moft required an anfwer
and purely to avoid too great a tedioufnefs,
pafled by many, in which I am however
far from acquiefing, I might here pro-
perly conclude this letter, and the fame
is in fack concluded as to its principal ob-
je&, the expedition. But my gratitude
for the pleafure you gave me (p. 64.) to
find there is one man at leaft in Britain
whofe heart is, or feems to be fufceptible
of tender feelings. « For the diftrefs and
«¢ difgrace of this country,” continues the
pen 1n my hand, whether I willor not.
I cannot quit it, (though you may this let-
ter, if you are tired with it) without fiat-
ing my fentiments of the ¢caufe of that dif-

order
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order you lament, and of the only glimpfe

of chance for a cure that appears to me.
For I am not thoroughly fatisfied, but
that where paft indolence may have in-
vited that perdition, we have long feen
jogging on towards us, a mif-governed
wrong-headed adtivity muft bring it on
upon the fpur.

If to bad heads or bad hearts, or to a
complication of both, for they are feldom
feen entirely feparate, our prefent wretched
ftate may juftly be imputed, the too too
rational defpair of our emergence out of
it, is owing to, if poffible, yet a worfe
caufe, that prodigious infenfibility of the
nation, to its greateft and motft facred in~
terefts, that fo deploiably lic a bleed-

ing.

So ftupid, fo even treafonable an un-
concern, one would however be tempted
to think incredible, if to, what every day
pafies before our eyes, the whole ftream
of hiftory did not join its force of demon-
ftration. Search all its records and you
will hardly find a fingle inftance of the.
fall, efpecially, of a free ftate, that was

not
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nét precifely owing to the grofs indolence
of thofe very perfons who had the greateft
imterett in its prefervation and profperity :
who yet were wanting to the.r country,
wanting to themfelves, in not taking ef-
feCtual and timely meafures againft the
pernicious defigns of their forelqn ene-
mies, or to ftop the ruinous career of
domeftic ones.

This torpor of the mind it is, which
whether brought on by corruption, or bred
and nurfed by effeminating luxury, or by
a mixture of both, givesthe reafon, and
marks the epoch of the declenfion of fo
many of thofe ftates, of which there now
remains nothing but the empty found of
aname. Rome, Carthage, Athens, ulti-
mately perithed from no other caufe than

the fupine acquicfcence of the bulk of

their refpeCive communities, in the
follies, paffions and vices of their leading
mert.

If we turn our eyes on the profpet of-
fered us, by our country, nothing is eafter
to trace, than the prefent ruinous ftate of
things, tothe fame original canfe. It is

but
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but too vifible an one ; the extream negli-
gence of thofe whofe honor, intereft and
tafety demanded fo contrary a conduct.
Who yet contented themfelves with re-
maining paffive {petators of this long
feries of blunders and impolicy, of which
not to have foiefeen the confequences
fuch as they are, muft be as great a re-
proach to their underftandings, as their
not jomning to prevent them, muft be to
their fput, or to their fenfe of duty to their
country and to themfelves.

But what renders fuch an indolence
yet more incxcufable, is the egregious
worthlefsnefs of the adverfaries thofe
would have had to encounter, who, clear
of all party-fpirit, fhould have united
purely on the principles of preferving and
defending their country.

Thefe adverfaries may be divided into
two clafies, which, however, occafionally
different, may be pronounced exactly the
fame at bottom.

The firft, fuch as were in the aual
poflefiion of power, and who, whether
through
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through incapacity of better judgment, or
through that corrupt,} and always difloyal
concurrence to unnational meafures,
which might be prefcribed to them as the
fole tenure of their offices, facrificed
their countty fo much in vain to another,
whofe evidently greateft intereft was, that
it thould not be facrificed to it.

In the fecond, and furely not the much
more refpetable clafs of the two, might
be ranked thofe, who being out of power,
were not afhamed in their eagernefs to get
into it, of profaning the facred term of
patriotifm, and of preffing it into the fer-
vice of dirty felf-intereft, or private am-
bition. Such, however, is the force of
that word, or of its equivalents, that
even the frequency of the dete¢tion of
their being no more than empty founds,
or the hackneyed language of pretext and
felfithnefs, has not been able to ftale their
effect, or to rob them of the popularity
annexed to the employ of them. Thefe
terms of ait then, for fuch they literally
were, under favor of a fmoak of zeal,
arid of petulant inveitive tragically de-
claimed, paffing for all that is great and

pro-
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profound in oratory, and appearing to be
attacks on the fortre(s of power, mafked
the oblique lines of approach, that were
to produce the opening the gates to thefe
mock-befiegers. But whether the admif-
fion of them was voluntary, or forced by
conjunctures, or by the befieged being
tired with the galling of their fire, certain
it is that the nation was not one jot th

better for their fuccefs, or for its havip

lent its name to their attack: for either
very congenially and kindly incorporating
with the old garrifon, or rather relieving
than difarming it ; their country faw and
felt, that whatever change there might be
of men, there was none of maxims or mea-
fures, at leaft, for the better; and the
truth 1s, that by thofe who knew them
beft, no better was or could be expected.

Certainly then, there never was any
thing {o formidable in thofe, or in all par-
ties whatever, feparated or united, asto
deter thofe Englithmen yet uninfeed
with their corruption, folly or falfity, from
interpofing in behalf of their country
againft the fatal effe@s of them. Their
nonfenfe could not be fuppofed to be the

H common
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common nonfenfe of the nation ; and not
being {0, how eafy would it be to kindle
up a {pirit ; and what fpirit i not that of
a further {chifm, but of a cordial union
of all true well-withers to their country,
againft all who fhould oppcfe the refcue
of it out of its prefent growing diftrefs.
What could withftand fuch a caufe, pur-
fued with the zcal it deferves with all the
laws of God and man on its fide > laws,
of which even that great one of felf-pre-
fervation, is not the greateft, fince that of
reftoring the national honor ftands in-
cluded in the attempt.

Circumftanced as things are, can there
be any fo blind as notto fee the neceflity
of this noble and virtuous union, or {eeing
it, fuch traitors to their country and to
their own interefts ; or {o abandoned to
floth and indolence, as not inftantly to
concur to the promotion of it ?

On fuch an union taking place we
fhould fee the public meafures replaced
on & national bafis, and all the lines of
deliberation and execution drawn to their

long-forgotten centre, the true good of
this
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this country ; and thofe alone would be
copfidered as enemies to it who fhould fet
their faces to obftruct it.  They, it would
be, that would themfelves be treated as
vifionaries, who fhould know o little of
the true Britith {pirit, as to fuppofe it, efpe-
cially when thus rouzed as it muft now bg,
incapable of producing fuch a falutary
union.

Compared to which, when compre-
hending as it would do, the whole power
and achivity of the community, how petty,
and how cuntemptible muft appear all the
felfith cabals of particular families or fac-
tions, who in their rage of engroffing that
power to which they are %o unegual,
think it an ipjury done to them, if inftead
of ferving their country, their countsy
is not fuffered to ferve them.

Neither would the oppofition, that fuch
as they could malke to that political rege-
neration, which would reduce them to
their original nothingnefs of power as well
as of charatter, deferve the name of an
oppofition. It could, at moft, pafs for ?
madnefs, that would juflify the tying their

H 2 hands
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hands up from doing further mifchief to
the nation and themfelves. Their ftrug-
gles would be even a jeft, inftead of adif-
couragement, to fuch as, in the ftrength
of fuch a caufe, would refolutely under-
take them. For, in fa, what are all
the proofs they have hitherto attempted
to give of ability or vigor, been, but mat-
ter of pity and'ridicule, when confidered
with an eye of the leaft penetration or dif-
cernment?  Contempt 1s, however, un-
doubtedly their due, and that is a debt as
eafy as it is juft to pay them. For, in
fat, what fear can there be of miftaking
as to them, or of danger from them, un-
lefs of not defpifing them as much as they
‘deferve? Even in the cafe of any preva-
lence of theirs againft their opponents,
the fcorn of them could only be increafed
by the reflexion of the indignity of fuch
a prevalence. Hard indeed would it be,
if fuch as could never make any ufe of
the power' intrufted with them by their
country, to the leaft hurt of its enemies,
fhould be only armed with it effectually
dgainft its friends ; and of being friends to
this* country, there can fearce exift 2

ftronger
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fronger proof than the withing it out of
their power to do it farther harm; nor is
this with even an unfriendly one to them-
felves, fince cheir own private intereft, in
the common fate of the nation, Is mani-
feftly included in it.

It is not, however, from thofe who are
congenially fatisfied with the prefent courfe
of things, from their hopes or views to
come into play on the foot of that com-
plaifance, or acquiefcence, that the nation
can expe its redemption. From thefe,
if they were but honeft enough to fpeak
out, one might anticipate an anfwer,
fomething in the fpirit of that given by
one of the great men of Java, to thofe
who were urging him to join in fuppreff-
ing a band of robbers (with whom, by
the bye, he ufed to fhare the plunder), as
a meafure eflential to the good of his
country;  Tell them fo,” faid the great
man, frankly, < who bave the good of their
e t’;ounfr_y at heart ; for may I perifh if I
 bave.”

As little good may be expected from
thofe twhofe conftitutional floth, or, with
leave
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leave for the expreffion, whofe innate vrs
imertiee is proof againft all the motives of
honor, or even of what one would ima-
gine dearer to them, felf-prefervation;
yet, if it might not too much fhock thefe
men of eafe, to urge to them any thing of
fo rough a nature as Reafon. againft the
?‘ain of velvet-indolence, they might, in
avor even of that fupream good of theirs,
Eafe, be reminded, that its being loft and
deftroyed, in the confequences of a general
wreck, is far from being impoffible.

This epidemic indolence, however, it
15, which is not only an enemy to ation,
but tends to propagate a general and fatal
blindnefs, in matters of the higheft con-
cern, to every individual of tlgnc nation.
It begets, in thofe infefted with it, an
ayerfion to thought, as an invader of their
quict, efpecially when they have a fort of
cenfyled pre-notion, through the power-
fol inftiné of truth, that the refult of an
examination will not be agreeable to their
favorite prejudices.  Prejudiees that fhall
have been infufed into them by fuch as
had. an intercft to miflead them by falfe
lights, or rather to keep them in ufter

2 dark-
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darknes, In this, their mif-leaders are
greatly favored by the nature of indolence
itfelf ; it being natural for thofe inclined to
{leep, and to thofe who would lull themto
it, fo thut out their common difturber, the
light of truth. Thence too, the fo fre-
quent adminiftration of political opiates,
which increafe the difeafe, whilit they
ftupify the fenfe of it, and dofe the patient
into perdition,

But, if from charaters of this lethargic
turn the nation has little {uccor to hope,
in times, when the utmoft vigilance and
alivity could not be too much againft that
alert enemy at our gates, whofe motions
will be oply quickened by eur flowth ;
neither can there a much greater depen-
dence be reafonably had on thofe whofe
little heads are fo engrofled by trifles, as to
have no room left in them for any thing
that is great, noble, or fpirited,

Many of thefc however deferve great pity;
they are what they are, conflitutionally.
It would perhaps bse even cruel to rob them
of that tafte of theiss for every thing that-is
futile and filly, fince nature has rr}l]adt

them
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ghem capable of nothing elfe, Take from
rumbers of them their joy, and plume of
pridein atawdry equipage ; their race-horfes,
dogs and flatterers ; their keennefs of com-
pofition for who fhall be king of the but-
terflies on a birth-day, and cther the like
fublime points of their delight or occupa-
tion ; what would you leave them, buta
dreadful voice of exiftence there would be
no filling up? organized as their heads are
for the reception of nothing but refufe-
trath, whilft their hearts are too rotten-
foft for receiving and retaining the fair im-
prefiions of virtue or honor.

But even thefe, if they could be brought
to a fenfe of their trueft intereft, would,
for their own fakes, for the fake, in fhort,
of preferving that property which enables
them to indulge themfelves in all their in-
fipid rote of diffipation, and furnithes them
the materials of parade with which their
moft"miferable vanity is fo humbly fatif-
fied; yes! even thefe ought to with for
fuch a change of fyftem, as might allow of
fome - bopes of aventing the ftorm that
threatens to involve them all in the gene-
rad ruin.

This
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This confideration too, one would think,
might give an alarm even toa certain vete-
ran' camp, where there has been long hung
out a flag of defiance to the common fenfe
of mankind ; and where it is impoflible to
decide which prevails moft, the fpirit of
rapine, or the infection of dulnefs, There
it is, that nonfenfe and folly receive as a
favor, what fenfe and tafte would fpurn,
if proffered; an admiffion into clubs,
which requires at leaft as much intereft to
obtain, as a feat in the fepate. In that
rookery, it is that, the greateft and moft
facred interefts of the nation have often
been regulated over a card-table, or a dice-
box, or at beft, in the intervals, fnatche
ed with regret from the only ferious
occupation there, that of unmercifully pil-
laging o another.  And, to fay the truth,
the face of affairs did not bely the nature of
the time allotted to them, the manner of
their digeftion, nor the place whence they
had dated. Even, at this day perhaps,
that receptacle of gamefters and ftatefmen
outvies the prefent m——t—r—| clofet in
point of extenfive influence and folidity of
power, though to do it juilice, it has not

1 yet
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yet indeed produced any thing equal to the
Seerét Expedition.

Thofe then, who yet retain 2 claim to
fhe name of Englifhmen, a name once
riever affocidted but with the ideas of the
higheft homor, of courage, of fpirit, and
@nd in fhort of every thing that is great and
eftimable amongft mankind, never could
defire an occafion more worthy of a juft
and vittnons ambition, than the prefent
one of ftepping forth ; and, before it s too
late, effectually taking in hand, the caofe
of this much injured and long deferted coun-
tty. Who fhould defend it, if they betray
or fail it? or where is there in the known
world, that country fo well worth defénd-
iy as this? let them confider too, that
there is nothing of an affectation of gloomi-
nefs or exageration in painting the prof-
{pet of ruin, as imminent and inevitable,
unlefs averted by immediate counter-
altion and negotiations.  There plainly
appears but one altermative ; that of a bloody
war, or of an ignominious ruinous peace.
Between thefe two courfes, there is no
middle one; and it is not hard to decide,

for which of them it is, that a true Englifh-
man



[ 59]

man will declare. It will alfo not appear
a propofition very difficult to grant, that
for the Britith Genius to foar once more to
its antient heigth, it muft fir} be freed
from all thofe fetters of foreign interefs,
corruption, folly, and futility, that have fo
long kept it chained down groveling in the
dirt. Not forgetting withal, that if inac-
tion muft be granted highly pernicious, it
can, however, hardly be more fo, than
an unadvifed, or mifdirected activity.

Here, Sir, I conclude, and if there is
any part of the foregoing has offended you,
or can offend any one in the charatter of a
true Englithman, 1 am heartily forry for it,
forry for myflf: nothing could be lefs my
intention. As to thofe whum partial at-
tachment, weak prejudice, or the ftrong
byafs of intereft, fubject to an invincible
prepoflefflion ; it is for themfelves that I am
forry ; and efpecially, for fo far as this
country may, or maft be affected by their
error,

1 am,
S 1R,
Yuurs, &c.
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APPENDIX,

I N
ANSWER
TO THE

Monitor of the 21ft January, 1758.

H E not having feen the Monitor

till the foregoing fheets were
finithed and fent to the prefs, hindered
my including in them my anfwer to it.
On perufal of it, however, I judged this
appendix, the more neceffary for the
good opinion in which that paper de-
fervedly ftands with the public. The
fpirit that animates it, is {fo palpably that
of juftice to this country, that I cannot
but refpectit, even where it may be, Ido
not fay actually is, in an error.  But, how-
ever different our fentiments may be in
this or any other point, Idefy him to
with the caufc he has undertaken tofdcé-

th
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fend more fuccefs than Ido, if the juftice
of it deferves it,-and I hope he -would
nat him{elf with it on any other footing.

That the report of the board of enquiry
was ineffeCtual, I entirely agree with him.
If he even underftands it, or can but

efs at its drift or meaning, it is more
than I pretend to do. The moft I could
make of it was, that it was fomething in
the nature of the fpeczal verdié? of a petty-
jury, that leaves the matter of the indiét-
ment to the decifion of the judges.

As to the unanimous acquittal paffed
by the court martial, which makes the
great obje@ of the Monitor’s complaint,
that the commanders of the expedition
were not delivered up to a public executi-
e, for not lefs do the motto and tenor
of that paper import ; I own, after per-
sfing the proceedings of that court, with
theutmoft attention, that I do not fee what
other fentence could pafs, unlefs the
mrembers of it eould have thought the fa-
etifice of the lives of thofe gentlemen, 2
compliment due to the wifdom of the mi-
nifter, a facrifice of which they defervlc;d

the
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the Jefs to be the victims, for their hav-
ing fparcd tothis country, {o vain an one,
as that would have been of its troops in-
trufted to theirconduct. Or was nothing
but their blood- to atone for their having
trufted their own fenfes, in defiance of
what the admirers of the projection of the
plan might think or fay, and for having
obeyed his Majefty’s commands who fo
evidently conftituted them the judges of
its practicability ? Or were they, in com-
plaifance to an information of which the
defeGtivenefs could not efcape them, efpe-
cially when they had already found fe
many parts of it directly falfe, to proceed
upon the uncertainty of two or three ifs,
not one of which made fcarce a poffibility,
to engage their forces beyond a power of’
retreating, in cafe of the repulfe they had
not a fingle reafon not to befpeak, and a
thoufand to be fure of it.

The M. exclaimsagainft the ufe of leni-
tives in failures of military duty, with great
juftice, no doubt, on his fide.  But in this
cafe, itis plain, thecommander fpurned
the thought of owing any favor to them :
and, at leaft, asto his part, it is noteven-

quite
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g)etc fair to upbraid him with his having
benefit of them, when he previoully
and folemnly difdained it.

The M. fays, that, on this occafion,
“ The enemies of the government feize
« the opportunity to fpread infinuations
¢ againft the propriety and pra&icability
“ of the meafure.” And why not the
friends of it? Is it then become a criterion
of loyalty, to believe that the minifter
could not commit a miftake, and that it
is better to put half a dozen innocent
gentlemen to an ignominious death, rather
than that bis infallibility fhould be quef-
tioned ! Or is the government to ftand ar
fall, accordmg to the notion that fhall pre-
vaxl of it.

If it is notorious, ¢ That there is 2

« Jurking faction, which labered hard to
« carry their point in the court-martial.”
Let infamy attend that faction, it deferves
it. But what is that to the commander
of the expedition, who, itis plain, never
refted the iffue of his caufe upon either
faltion, intrigue ot favor, but purely on
the juftice of | it ? His defence is before the
public,
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public, and above all, that great and ef-
fential part of it, produced by his accuf-
ers themfelves, the intelligence on which
the plan itfelf was founded, and which if
the beff, as the M. fylesit, then certainly
bad was the beft, for it contains, except
the memorial of the forces, nothing but
that information of Col. Cl— {o evidently
vague and defective as to the fortifications 3
and as to the acceflibility of the place fo
miferably fupplemented, by tEe pilot
Thierry’s depofition, even admitting it
had been a true one, whereas, in fal, it
proved falfe in the moft efiential points,
when it came to the trial.  Yet, fays the
M. Sir Edward Hawke recommended
Thier1y to the favor of the Minifter. He¢
did fo; but review the depofition of Sir
Edward Hawke, and it will appear why
he did fo. The man had behaved bravely
on board the Magnanime at the taking of
the Fort of Aix, and was Hearty and wil-
ling in the fervice, und Sir Edward's great
humanity made him think he deferved
encouragement, at leaft for his good in-
tentions, and in favor of them, excufed
that ignorance of his_ of which he {pecifies
two or three proofs.
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The truth is, that on board the whole
flect, they had not a fingle pilot that knew
any thing of the navigation of the river
Charente. Thierry was undoubtedly the
beft they had, and him, Sir Edward H.
calls «“ wery ignorant.” But was that the
fault of any of the commanders ?

TheReflextons at which the M. is pleafed
to cavil, he fays are made up of remnants.
I do not clearly underftand what is meant
by remnants; but he is certainly right
if he means by them, particular parts
picked out of the report itfelf on the en-
quiry, with the comments that occurred to
the writer on them. The vague reports
which are objected to him, he gives only
as fuch, nor oppofes them in theleaft to
the intelligence of the government ; it is
on the foot of that intelligence he reafons.
If he mentions the other, it is purely to
juftify the opinion fomehad of the expe-
dition the moment its deftination was
known. The Monitor calls the French
militia ¢ a phantom, or atleaft the inven-
“g¢on of a frenchified genius to deter
*“England from attempting to cut out
“ work for the common enemy of Europe

[{3 on
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« on their own coaft.” All of this but
the militia's being his own invention, that
writer confeffes to be true. He heartily
too wifhes it was but a phantom, or that
we had but fuch a folid body of militia to
oppole to that phantom. Asto the deter-
ring England from any attempts on the
coaft of France, it would have been a
great expence, and not a little ridicule
fpared to it, if it had been deterred in
time, from this laft one.  That nothing
under an army of force enough to at-
tempt the conqueft of France, can mate-
rially hurt it, many have faid, and that
for a felf-evident reafon. All its mari-
time places worth attacking require a re-
gular fiege, and what can form a fiege
with any hopes of fuccefs, unlefs an army
{ufficient to oppofe the French one that
would come toits relief ? Is there any
thing in this fo obvieus conclufion that
implies a frenchified genius? Or that
does not rather fpeak the plain Englifh-
man, who would with the prevention of
his country’s blood and treafure, from be-
ing vainly and ridiculowfly lavithed, or its
referving them for more practicable entet-
prifes
K2 That
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"That bold firokes in war are highly
commendable, and that even defperate
attempts have oftener faved than ruined
nations, experience and hiftory concur to
eftablith, 'The more hazardpus the un-
dertaking, confequently the ‘more honor-
able it 15, but that can never fuppofe
a madnefs {o blind, as that of having no
certainty at all of the ftrength of the ene-
my’s forces, nor no knowledge of the
place tobe attacked. Will the greateft
advocate for the plan fay there was?
That beff intelligence furnithed by the
lift of the troops, only concludes with a
fuppofition, which were it even a probable
one, is at beft but a {uppofition, contra-
dicted by infinitely ftronger ones, on the
fpot ; and as to the ftate of the ftrength
of the town, if one may believe Col.
Cl.— who certainly would not exaggerate
them : to have marched up an army of
eight or ten thoufand men, nine or ten
miles at leaft, into that alarmed country,
toview thofe works of it, of which he
orthey knew fo little, and jee if an
efcalade could carry them, where there
was no fuch thing as 2 furprife to favoriit,
and without artillery, on failing of that,

to
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to have at leaft a chance for fucceeding
by a fiege, and that too, depending on an-
other fuppofition, that the French could
not come down with an infinitely fuperior
force, to cut off a retreat, muft have been
a meafure of which not > fee the match-
lefs abfurdity and folly, or to impute it to
a general as a fault the not having proceed-
ed in it, is one more mclanchoFy proof of
the prevalence of prejudice and party fpirit,
over all the powers of common fenfe, and
common randor. Had fuch an enterprize
proceeded from any of the minifter’s com-
petitors, none of which, by the by, I mean
to infinuate are preferable to him, what
a flood of fcorn and ridicule would not
have been poured out upon them? fo true
it is that popularity, no matter how gained
or merited, will acquit of any thing.

Nay there would even on this occafion
be great juftice in the popularity of the
meafure at leaft, if but onaccount of its

refumable good intention, if it was not

ll?o much at the expence of {o many in-
nocent gentlemen who were demanded
as ths facrifices to it; whofe fate is fure-
ly hard to have their reputation, which
2 to
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to foldiers efpecially, ought to be dearer
than their lives, called into queftion upon
4 point which is itfelf no queftion at all.

The M. too feems greatly to miftake,
not the meaning indeed of the word Coup-
de-main, for in that he is tolerably clear,
but its having been attempted to take fanc-
tuary under the definition of that military
term. For furely nothing can be more
plain againf? the commanders than the ex-
tenfion of it by fir John Ligonier, toeven
an operation in the courfe of a regular
fiege, fuch as that of Bergen-op-zoom, or
of Fort St. Philip.  Sir John's advice then
was far from countenancing the return of
the troops, before they fhould have fat
down before it, and even tried the fiege
for fome time. But what do the com-
manders fay? «The furprize on which
* the only chance on making a vigorous
* impreflion, or a coup-de-main, call it
* which you pleafe, was evidently over ;
¢ and as to fitting down before it, s had
“no artillery. Our plan adsitted of

[ ﬂm."
The
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The fafety of the Bafque-road was not
it feems fo much as known 'till fir Edward
himfelf made the experiment of it.  This
is one more proof how defective his prior
information had been, which at leaft {ap-
pofed the taking the fort of Aix {o necef~
fary a preliminary.

« 'The thore is faid to be inacceffible,”
(fays the M.) but whoever faid fo befide ?
both land and fea officers plainly declarethe
contrary, and built on it the refolution of
landing the troops, to proceed againit that
fort Fouras, which had been evidently
proved inacceffible by fea. 'Why did they
then retract that refolution? becaufe they
found that that meafure, which they
had refolved on, purely from their ardent
wifh and defire to do fornething of fervice
to their country, and of damage to the
enemy, before they came away, after the
main point had been formally given up,
was not one jot the more advifable, for its
appearing fo practicable. They mightin-
deed have got on thore, but only in fuch
divifions, and with fuch probability of ef-
feCtual oppofition, that, fuch an object as

the fort Fouras, and. it was their only one,
conld
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could by no means have juftified the rifk,
Sir Edward Hawke, who was fo far from
giving his opinion that the troops thould
not land at all, that he urged the necef-
fity of it, was however fatisfied that fort
Fouras was become of no confequenceto
troops landing in Chatellailon bay; and as
no other obje&t appeared worth landing
for, ecither to Sir Edward Hawke, who
withed it {fo much, or to the other com-
manders; what could they do but come
away? for as to Rochefort, all of them had
concurred in the opinion of its being not
to be thought of more.  And furely if the
admirals were not judges enough of land-
operations, to give a thorough weight to
that their councurrence, at leaft being on
the {pot, their common fenfe could not be
inferior to that of men equally unfkilled,
who have at a diftance fo fanguinely con-
demned that refolution to return. And
as to the court-martial, compofed of gentle~
men of the army, whofe military profeffion
made them at leaft judges of the matter,
they have unanimoufly approved it. But
if the fea officers are ignorant, and the
land -ones partial, from whence can a
Jjudgment be admitted? or are none fit to

pals
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pafs and impofe one on the public, but
the admirers of the plan ?

There is in the faid M, a very invidious
reflection on that infinuation which he ftyles
¢ vague and farcaftical, evafive and falla-
« cious,” of the fleet’s beng wanted on
more confiderable fervice, and efpecially
to watch the return of the expeéted fleets
from Louitbourg and Martinico.  But,
furely, the little or nothing that obvioufly
remained to be done againft Fouras, was
not an object for keeping the fleet longer
upon that coaft. It could not be worfe
to fet it at hberty to proceed on important
and real fervice, than to detain it in fruit-
lefs attendance on an imaginary one,

As to that great pretended informality
of fuppreflion of the minutes of the coun-
cil of the 28th; all that appears to {ulve it,
is, that the great point of the expedition
againft Rochefort being over, they did not
deign to do o minute and inconfiderable
an objet as Fouras, the honor of holding a
council about it. At leaft, there does not
appear the thadow of any ill-defign or un-
fair. dealing being affignable to the unani-
mous refolutions of the commanders, for

L 0o
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no minutes to be taken of that part of their
procedure, to the infignificance of which,
the report on the Enquiry has done but
juflice, and of which themfelves were
probably confcious and athamed, though
they had fuffered their jndgment to be car-
ricd away by their eagernefs to do at leaft
{omething ; or by what 15 yet a greater re-
proach to them, the fear of that unpopu-
larity, they cught to have had the courage
to defpife, fince they might be fure of not
deferving it.

The M. concludes with a kind of
threat ofa parliamentary enquiry into every
part of this tranfaction. I fancy, if the
commanders have any fear at all about it, it
is of its not taking place. Of this,  am fure,
they eould not but be greatly obliged to the
intereft or influence that.fhould promote it.

Injured, croelly imjured as they have
been by the popular clamer fo unfairly ex-
cited agamﬁ them, the reprefentatives of
the people would, probably, even but on
the principles of common humanity and
Juftice, grant them all the reparation in
their power, or that they thould be found

1o
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W ARIRANT

FOR HOLDING A

GENERAL COURT-MARTIAL

For the TRIAL of

Lorp GEORGE SACKVILLE.

GEORGE R.

HEREAS We were pleafed, by Our Com-
miffion dated on the thirty-firft Day of Ofo-

ber, One thoufand feven hundred and fifty-eight, to
appoint George Sackuv:lle Eiquire, commonly called
Lord Gerge Sackuville, then a Lieutenant-general n
Our Service, to be Commander in Chief ot all Our
Britifb Forces, as well Horfe as Fooy, then ferving
on the Lower Rbu.e in Our Army affemblcd, or 1o be
aflembled there under the Command of Our good
Coufin Piincc Ferdmand of Brunfwick, Commander in
Chief of Our fad Army, enjoimng and requiring him
the faid Lord George Sackvidle to obey fuch Orders
and Diretions as thould be given him by the faid
Prince Ferdinand, or fuch other Perfon as might here-
after be Commander in Chief of our faid Army, ae~
cording to the Rules of War: Anp wrnegrras We
were pleafed by Our Inftruftons, under Out Sign Ma-
nual, bearning, Date the {ame thirty-firft Day of Offober
Onethoufand feven hundred and fifty-eight, to directthe
faid Y.ord George Sazkville conftantly to pur in kxecu-
tion fuch Orders as he might reccive from Our faid
good Coufin Prince Ferdinand of Brunfwick, or fuch
cthey Perfon as mught hereafter be Commander in
Az Chief
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to deferve. At ldft there can be no doubt
of their clearly afcovering, « whether it
Sr%as an impriticable or unadvifeable
< {cheme of theMinifiry, or the bad con-
“ dué? of thofeentrufted with the execu-
“ t1om of his Myefty’s commands,” which
has brought tb nation into the prefent
difgrace,

F1 NTIS
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Chief of our faid Army, according wuks of
War, with regard to marching, cofin %ching,
attacking the Enemy, and all Operations whyfoever
to be undertaken by our faid Troops, T HERE~
a8 We were infurmed that the faid Lord Ged¥iye Sack-
ville hath difobeyed the Orders of the faid Prince Fer-
dinard, which Charge We thinking fit thould be en-
quired into by a General Court-martial, did, by Our
Wa.iant, bearing Date the twenty-fixth Day of Fa-
nuary 1a’t, order that a General Court-Martial thould
be forthwith held upon that Occafion, which was to
confil of Our trulty and well beloved Richard Onflow
Lieutenant-General of Our Forces, whom we did ap-
point to be Prcfident rhereof, and of Our Trufty and
Wl beloved Eenry Pulteney, Sie Charles Howard
Knight of ‘he Buth, Fobn Hujke, Fobn Campbell, Our
Right Trufty .n'l Well-beloved Counfellor Fobn Lord
De ].awarr, Our Trufty and Well-beicved Fames
Cholmendel n, Fames Stuart, Our Right Trufty and
Vel beloved Coufin #rlirem Barl of Panmure, Qur
Trufty and Well beloved Hlem Kar commonly
called Farl of Aue am, Our Right Trufty and Well-
beloved Couflin ¥ ill.am Earl of Harrinzton, Our Trufty
and Well-beloved Fames sbercromly, Our Right
Trufly and Well-beloved Coufin George Earl of 4.
bemarle, Our Trofty and Well beloved Francis Legh-
ton Lacutinant-General  Qur Trufty and Well-belov-
ed Edward Cari, Our R ght Trufly and Well belov-
el Coufin Thom.s Larl of Lfhngh m, Our Trufty and
Well-teloved Ribert Rich, and Y’.liam Belford, Ma-
jor-Generals of our Forces; all of whom, or the fad
%’rpﬁdcnt together with any twelve or more of the faid
Offag might conftitute the faid General Court.
nraptial 3 which fard General Cowrt Martial hath met,
bur hath not yer examuned any Winefits: Awnp
wHEREAS it hath been fngce Tegrefented that the faid
Piefident Lieu'enant-General Richerd Onflew hath
been taken {uddenly 1ll, and is unable to attend: Anv
wrERs A8, 1f others of the faid Members fhguld by
unavoidable Acaidents be prevented from arending,

there
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a fufficient Number to compofe a
Martial, Our WrLL anp Preasvkz

for thef Trial of the faid Lord George Sackvelie
do cor{i ur Trufty and Well-beloved Sir Charles
night of the Bath, whom We do hereby ap-
$int to be Prelident thereof, and of Our Trufty and

ell-beloved Fokn Hufke, Fobu Campbell, Our Right
Trufty and Well-beloved Counlelior Fobr Lord Dela-
warr,Our Trufty and Well-beloved Yames Cholmondeley,
Fames Stuart, our Right Trufty and Well-beloved Cou-
in William Karl of Panmure, Our Trufty and Weli-
beloved William Kerr commonly called Earl of Ancram,
Our Right Trufty and Well-beloved Coufin #1/l.am
Earl of Harrington, Our Trufty and Well-beloved
Fames Abercromdy, Our Right Trufty and Well-belov-
ed Coufin George Earl of Albemarle, Our Trufty and
Well-beloved Francis Leghton, Robert Manners Ef-
quire commonly called Lord Rebert Mamners, Lieu-
tenant-Generals, Our Trufly and Well-beloved Ede
ward Carr, Our Right Trufty and Well-beloved Cou-
fin 9 boma, Earl of Effingbam, Our Tiulty and Well-
beloved Robert Berte Equire, commonly called Lord
Robert Bertie, and Ju'us Cefar, Mujor-Generals of
Our Forces ; all of whom, or the faid Lieutenant-Ge-
neral Sir Charles Howard Prefilent, together with any
twelve or more of the faid Iaft mentioned Officers,
may conftitute the faid General Court-Martial : Anp
you are to order the Provoft Martl General, or his
Deputy, to give Notice to the faid Prefident and Of-
ficers, and all others whom it may concern, when
and where the faid Court-Meortial hereby appointed
is to be held, and to fummon fuch Witnefles as fhall
be able to give Teltimony in this Matter, the faid
Provoft Martial General and his Deputy being hereby
diretted to obey your Orders, and give Artendance
where it fhall be requifite. Anp Wi do further aus
thorife and empower the faid Court-Martial hereby ap-
pointed, to hear and examine all fuch Matters and In-

formations, as thall be brought before them touching
A the
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the Charge aforefaid, and proceed in tl e Trial of the
faid Lord Georpe Sackville, and in giviiy of Sentence
according to the Rules of Military Di cipiiae  which
faid Sentence you are to return to ovr Secre ary at
War, to be laid before Us for our Confider...’~n : Anp
for fo doing this fhall be as well to you, as to the faid
Court-Marual hereby appointed, and all others con-
cerned, a fufhicient Warrant.  Given at Our Court at
St. Fames's this 6th Day of March 1760, in theThirty-
third Year of Our Reign.

BY HIS MAJESTY’s COMMAND,

ITIOLDERNESSE.

To
Our Trufty and Well-beloved
Thomas Morgan Efquire, Judge-
Advoeate-General of Our Forces,
or his Deputy.



* A GINERAL COURT MARTIAL held at
A udge Advocate General’s Office at the Hirfe

/ Guards, on Friday the 7th, and continued by feveral
Adjournments to Monday the 24th of March 1760, by Virtue
of Majefty’s Special Watrant, bearing Date the 6th Day of
the fame Month.

LA i b bt~
-

LizurenanTt Generat Sik CHartes Howarp,
Prefident.

( JouN CaMPBELL.

Joun Lorp DE LAWARR.

JaMEs CHOLMONDELEY,

James STuArT.

WiLLiaMm EARL oF PANMURE.

J WirriaMm Kerr, EARL oF ANCRAM,

WiLLiam EARL oF HARRINGTON,

JaMmEs ApERCcROMBY.

GeorGE EARL oF ALBEMARLE,

Francis LEIgHTON,

 LorD RoBerT MANNERS.

{EDWARD CaRR.

Lieusenant General

ert.

THoMas Earr oF EFFINGEAM.
:5 ) Lorp RoBERT BERTIE.
= LJurrus Casar.
CHarLEsGouLp, DEpuTY JUDGEADVOCATE GENERAY,

O

THe MEMBERs being met, and duly fworn (the Judge
Advocate being alfo fworn, and profecuting in his Majefty’s
Name,)

THE Ricat HonourRABLE GEORGE SackviLie, Efg;
commonly called Lorp GEORGE SackviLLE, came Prifo-
wmer before the Court, and the following Charge was exhibited
againft him, viz.

¢ WHEREAS his Majefty was pleafed, by his Commiffion
¢ dated the 31ft Day of Offober 1758, to appoint lum, being
¢ then a Lieutenant General in his Majefly’s Service, to be
¢ Commander in Chief of all his Britifh Forces, as well
¢ as Foot, then ferving on the Lswer Rbine, in his Army
¢ affembled, or to be affembled there, under the Commsnd
¢ of Prince Ferdinand of Bramfwick, Commander in Chief
¢ of his Majefly’s faid Army, enjoining and requiring him so

A s ¢ ebey
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¢ obey fuch Orders and Diretions, as fhould be given him
¢ by the faid Prince Fyrdinand, or fuch other]! as might
¢ thereafter be Commander in Chief of hjs M-~ s faid
<. Army, aocpld'ﬂ;ﬁm the Rulesof War, AMp Wag. cas his
* Majefty was allo pleafed, by Inftirudtiond . nder .is Sign
¢ Mapual, bearing Date the fame 31ft Day of Ul [ 1758,
¢ 1o dire@ hum conflantly to put 1n Execution fuch Order
¢ as he might receive from the (aid Prince Ferdinand o
¢ Brunfwick, o fuch other Perfor as might thereafter be
¢ commander in Chief of his Majefty’s faid Army, according
¢ to the Rules of War, with regard to marching, counter-
¢ marching, attacking the Enemy, and all Operations what-
¢ foever to be undertaken by s Majefty’s fard Troops,

¢ That he the faid Lord Grorge Sactrrlle hath neverthelefs
¢ difobeyed the Orders of the faid Prince Ferdinand of Brun/-
¢ wick!

WaicH Charge of Difobedience was by the Judge Advo~
cate declared to be confined to Orders relative to the Battle of
Minden.

The fellowing Commiflion and Inftructions being admatted
by Lord George Sackville to be true Copies of thofe receiyed
by his Lordfhip, were then read, viz.

¢ GEORGE R,

¢ GeorGE THE Stconp, by the Grace of God, King of

¢ Great Britain, France and Freland, Defender of the Faith,
¢ &c, To our trufty and well-beloved Grorge Sackuiile, Elq;
« commonly calted Lord George Sackville, Lieutenant General
¢ of our Forces, apd Lieutenant General of our Qrdnance,
¢ Greeting. We repofing efpecial Truft and Confidence
¢ in your Prudence, Courage, and Loyalty, have appointed,
¢ and, by thefe Prefents, do appoint you to be Commander
& in Chief of all our Brinfb Forces, as well Horfe as-Foot,
¢ now ferving on the Lower Rhine, in our Army affembled,
¢or to be aflembled there under the Command of our
¢ good Coufin Prince Ferdinand of Brunfwick, Commander
* in Chief of our faid Army; and all our Officers and Sol-
¢ diers of our faid Britifp Forces ferving, or so ferve on the
& Lower Bbine, as aforelatly: enjoinedand required to
* obey you, as Commandse th * And you, onyour Part
< are herelry enjoined and-required to obey fuch Orders and
¢ Directions, as fhall be given you by our faid good Coafin.
¢ Prince Ferdinand of Brynfwick, or fuch ather Perfon as
¢ may hereafter be Commandes in Chief of our Tad Army,
? ¢ according:
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to the Rules of War ——And for the better Go-
nt of cur faid Briti® Forces fo employed, or to be
loped, in ferving on the Lower Rbine, as above men-
¢ tioned] we have thought fir to authonze and empower,
. y thefc Prefents, do authorize and empower you to
prepare and publifh fuch Rules and Ordinances, as are fit to
¢ be obferved by all Officers and Soldiers under your Com-
¢ mand; as alfo to punith all Offenders and Tranfgreffors
¢ aganft the fame, by Death, or otherwife, according to the
. ﬁatme of their Offences, as they fhall appear upon Trial
¢ before a Court Martial, which we hereby give you Power
¢ and Authonity to affemble, as often as you fhall fee Occa«
¢ fion, agreeable to the Rules and Orders for the better Go-
vernment of our Forces employed in foreign Parts; and, ac-
cording to thewr Judgment, you are to caufe Sentence to be
pronounced againft the Perfon or Perfons fo offending, eitheg
of Pains of Death, orof fuch other Pains, or Penalties, as fhal
be thought fit to be inflited by the faid Court Martial ;
which Sentence, or Sentences, you are to caufe to be put
in Execution, or to fufpend the fame, as, in your Difcre
tion, you fhall fee Caufe ; we giving you Power to reprieve
any Perfon, under any Sentence, till our Pleafure be known ;
and for Execution of Juttice in our faid Brizih Forces, we
give you authority to appoint a Provoft Marfhal, to ufe and
execute that Office, as 15 ufually pra&ifed in the Law Mar-
tial. And whercas we have appointed a Judge Advocate tp
attend the faid Court Martial, for the more orderly Pro
ceedings of the fame, we do hereby give you Power, iy
Cafe of Death, Sicknefs, or neceffary Abfence of the faic
Judge Advocate, to depute another Perfon, fuch as in youy
Difcretion you fhall think fit to execute the fgid Office.
And we do fusther authorize you to caufe exalt Muflers ¢
be taken of the refpective. Treops and Companies of oyt
fard Forces, and to fign Warrants for their Pay, according
to the faid Mufters, 1n Purfluance of an Eftablifhment madg
for that Purpofe. And whereas by the aid Eftablithment;
there is a Provifion made for fuch contingent Charges a3
may arife for our Setice, and the Ufe of our Forces, y
are’ hereby authorized to dire@ the Paymenc of the Taid
Money, 1 {uch Propotruedis, 3s you fhall, i yout A Tetion;
think neceffary for the Pur'pofes aforefzid.  Andfor executs
¢ ing the feveral Powers and authorities hérein expfefled, thiy
¢ hall be your Warrant, Given #t our Court at Kemfingeon,
¢ the thirty-firft Day of Ofeber 1758, in the:thirty-fecond
* Year of our Reign, ¢ By his Majefty’s Command,
“HOLDERNESSES
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¢ INSTRUCTIONS for O Frufty
¢ and well-belrved Geosge Sgeiyli
¢ Efg; commonly called Lord {Geory
¢ Sackville, Lieutenant Gener Our
GEORGE R. ¢ Foces, and Licutenant Generdi—f
< Qur Ordnance, whom We have ap-
« pointed to Command Our Britith
¢ Forces, now Scrving, or t1 Serve on
¢ the Lowr Rhine, GIVEN at Qur
¢ Court at Kenfington, the Thirty firfd
¢ Day of OQober 1758, inthe Thirty-
¢ fecond Year of Qur Reign,

1. HEREAS {We have thought fit to appoint
you, by the Comm-flion herewith tranimetted
to you, to be Commander in Chief of Our Brinfh Forces
employed on the Lower Rbine; you are, upon the Receipt
of thefe Cur Inflrutions and Commiffion, to give due No-
tice thereof to Our good Coufin Prince Ferdinand of Brun/~
wick, Commander 1n Chief of Qur Army now aflembled
upon the Lower Rhne.
* 2, WiTH regard to Marching, Counter-marching, At-
¢ tacking the Enemy, and all Opemtions whatfoever, to be
¢ undertaken by Our fad Troops, You are conftantly to put
¢ in Execution fuch Orders as you may receive from Qur faid
*# Good Coufin Prince Ferdinand of Brunfwick, or fuch other
<

- & n A B s 8 N

Petfon as may hereafter be Commander in Chief of Our
faid Army, according to the Rules of War.

¢ 3. In Cask of the Vacancy of any Commifion in Our
fard Byanfh Forces, You are to give Us immediate Notice
thereof, in order to your receiving Our further Pleafure
thereupan, recommcnding to Our Favour fuch Officers as
dhall, in your Opimion, bcft deferve to be advanced.

¢ 4. During your Continuance in this Service, you are to
fend, or caufe to be fent to Us, by One of Our Principal
Secretanes of State, conftant Accounts of all that pafles;
and you are to follow all fuch further Orders and Direfions
as We fhall fend you, either under our Sign Manual, or
¢ by one of Qur Principal Secretarics ot State,

a " & &

G. R

THEN the following Witnefles were examined in Support
of the Charge.

A LIEUTE-
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LIB§TENANT COLONEL GHARLES HOTHAM,
Adjutani-General to the Britih Forces in Germany, being
Sworn z:}d Queftioned, WrETRER any and what Order was
given edt on the 2gth of Fuly laft, for reconnoitering the De-
t5¥chés leading into the Plain ot Minden 2

Derosep, That the Order given out on the 2gth of
Fuly was this:—¢ The Regiments to make immediately ne-
¢ ceffary Overtures and Communications, that they may be
¢ able to march in Front without any Impediment. The
¢ Generals will take particular Notice of the Nine Debouché’s
¢ by which the Army may advance to form in the Plain of
¢ Minden, that they may be well acquainted with them,
¢ fhould the Army be ordered to advance 1n Front.’

BeinG defired to inform the Court, Whether any and
what Order was given out on the 31ft of Fuly laft, relative to
the Army being 1n readinefs to march the next Morning,
and for the Generals to reconnoitre the Ground ?

He Deposep, Thatn the Evening of the 31ft, he thinks,
about Six o'Clock, he received and fent up to the Line
an Order to this Effeét: ¢ His Sereng HiGHnEss
¢ OrpERrs, That at One o'Clock To-morrow Morning,
¢ the Army fhall be ready to March; the Cavalry muft be
¢ faddled ; the Arullery-Horles harnefled, and the Infantry
¢ gatered ; but the T ent are not to be ftruck, nor the Troops
¢ put under Arms, tll further Orders.” This was the Order
he fent to the Line'—There was another Part of it relative
to Lord George Sackville only, of the Brityh, which he im-
mediately fhewed to bis Lordfhip, together with that whirh
he has now recited, upon his Return from the advanced Pic-
quets, where he had been detached. The Purport of it
was :—* That his Serene Highnefs defired the Generals lead~
¢ 1ng Columns, according to the Difpofition given that Day,
¢ would make themfelves acquainted with the Avenues lead»
< ing (or March of the Columns) from the Camp, 2s well
¢ as the Ground in Front.” The Deponent does not pofi-
tively recolle®, whether the Pofition the Army would then
take was mentioned, or not, This, to the beft of his Recol=
fection, 15 the Subftance of that Qrder.

2. Can he recolle®, whether there was any Difpofition
mentioned for the Line of Battle in this Order? )

A. He cannot pofitively recollett, whether there was, or
not.

9, Was the Difpofition of March the fame on the 3ift,
+as it was on the 2gth ?

A He
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A, He does not recolle&t any on the 2gth,—That on the
$18, he produced 'and delivered iu to Coutt, at thefathe, Tim
faying, that it was given out carker in the Day, B the
Ohrder he has before recited,

3‘. How long was the Army in the Camp of Hill

. Tt arrived there upon the 29th of Fuly.

. What Diftance was the Camp from Halen #

A, From three to four Miles; he can’t be-fure of the
Diftance,

9. (By defire of Lord George Sucivill) At what Time
of the Day were the Orders iflued on the zgth ?

A. Hedon’t exadlly remember.

2. Was it not after the Bufinefs of the Day was over ?

A. The Army marched on the 29th, and it was after their
Arsival at the Camp of Hllle, that the Orders were given.

£ Were the Orders given out before the Prince returned
from reconnortering that Day, after the March ?

A. He really does not remember that Day , 1t often hap-

ned, thar they were given out before his return, but that

ay, he can’t be fure.

CAPTAIN HENRY STUBBS, who was ading Major
of Brigade on the 1t of Jfuguft laft, being Sworn, and de-
fired to relate, what he knows of any Orders coming o the
Camp that Morning early, and of the Time, when Lord
Grorge Sackville joined the Cavalry of the Right Wing ¢

Dazrosep, That on the 1ft of Augu/? laft, a little before
Four o'Clock, an Aid de Camp came to his Tent from
Prince Ferd.nand, and inquued for Licutenant Colonel Preflon;
the Deponent thought he brought fome Orders for the Caval-
ry, and went to hun: He told the Deponent, his Bufinefs
was to order the Cavalry to finke the:r Tents, and imme-
diately form at the Head of the Lines. The Deponent ac-
oanix:fd fent the Orderly Man 1n Waitinz to the Farft and
Seco l{me, acquanting them with thefe Orders, and they
fmmaediately ftruck thewr Tents, mounted, and formed,

. Does he know of this Order being then communicated
% Lord George Sackuille ¢

A. He does not, at that Time.

8. Does he know, at what Time Lord Gevrge Sachuilie
appeared at the Head of the Cavalry?

4. The Deponent went to Lord George Sackvirl: to inform
him, the Troops were formed :— Upon their being formed,
e heasd feveral Oficers fay, Whese 15 Losd George &;z-
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®ille, Wi i to lead the Line I—Whereupon, knowing the
Village tus Lordfhip was quartered in, he galloped down te
his Quartérs td acquaint him the Line was formed : He found
his Lordfhip in the Yard of his Quarters between the Stables
and the Houfe. His Lordfhip ordered his Horfe, and followed
the Deponent up to the Line, faying, he had but juft before
had Notice of 1t from General Sporcten,

9. (By Defire of Lord Gerge Sackville) Were the Ca-
valry faddled in the Morning at One o’Clock according ta
Ord};r ?

A. He thinks he faw them faddled at Four, he cannot
fpeak any further.

. From whom ought he regularly to receive his Orders,
as Major of Brigade?

A. He judges, he 1s to obey all Orders brought to him
from proper Authority ; he has received them from Generals,
Ardes de Camp, and Pafs-Paroles,

The Queftion beng again propofed, From whom he
ought regudurly to recerve his Orders ?

A He apprehends from the Commander in Chief, from
the Commander of the Brit b, the General commanding
the Brigade, the Adjutant General, or any other Perfon
authorifed to give Orders.

Was not the regular Conveyance from the Britih
Adjutant General ?

A. He believes it was; he received many Orders fram
thence, and many which came through other Channells.

9. (By the Court, How long was it after receiving the
Orders, before he went to Lord George Sackville @

A. He thinks, it was between the Hours of Five and Six ¢
¥t took up about an Hour and a Quarter after Receipt of the
Order, before the Cavalry was formed at the Head of thé
Lin s; it might he more. .

9 Dud this Aide de Camp at the fame Time order the
Cavalry to marsch, as foon as formed ?

A. No.

9. Was he near enough to know, whether the other
Columns were in March, when the Cavalry was formed at’
the Head of the Lines?

A He rather believes, the Infantry were not in March,
when be went to his Lordfhip, but when he returned, he
thinks what he faw of the Infantry were juft broke, and
forming their March. .

9. How long had the Cavalry been formed, and ready tof
march, before Lord George Sachuilie sppeared at the Head of
them ? 4. He
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A. He believes, about Half an Hour, as near ay he cin

Judge.

_%. (By defire of Lord George Sackville) Did hemot, as
he rode along, fee or hear an Officer from General Sporcien
give him an QOrder to put the Cavalry 1n Motion, as he was
beginning his March with the Infantry ?

A. He did not fee any fuch Officer, nor hear any fuch
Words.

Q. (By the Court.) Did they return very quick, or flow
back ?

A. He galloped all the Way ; and Lord George Sackwville
eame juft behind him.

9, How long was it, before the Cavalry marched, after
Lord George Sackville appeared at the Head of the Cavairy ?.

A. Immediately . —Lteutenant Colonel Sloper faid, they
had been ready formed fome time, and afked his Lordfhip’s Or-
ders, 1f he would pleafe to have them march; and his Lord-
fhip gave Orders, and they marched immediately.

LIEUTENANT COLONEL TAMES JOHNSTON,
of the Royal Regiment of Horfe Guards, being fworn, and
defired to mention, what he knows of an Order for the Ca-
valry to form early on the 1ft Zuguft laft, depofed, —— That
the Cavalry was formed at the Head of the Lines about four
a'Clock, as he thinks, before they marched on the 1ft Augn/?,

but he cannot fay, of his own Knewledge, at what Time the |
Order came.

BeiNG askED at what Time Lord George Sackville joined
them ?

ANSWERED, 1t might be about Half 2n Hour after they were
formed, when his Lordfhip came, as he belicves, from his
Quarters, and fpoke to the Deponent, who acquainted him,
that General Sporcden and Colonel Reden had inquired for his
Lordfhip, and that, he believed, they fhould have fomething
to do. He don’t remember that any thing more paffed be-
tween Lord George Sacdville and him, his Lordfhip then going
to the Right of the Bnigade.

BEING ASKFD, whether any Thing pafled within his Obfer-
vation, upon the Day of the Battle of Minden, which he
thinks matena! for the Information of the Court upon this
Traal ?

ANsWERFD, Lieutenant Colonel Ligonier told him, at one
Time of the Day, that he had carried the Prince’s Orders to
Lord George Sa.kville to bring up the Cavalry, that we had a
very fine Opportumty of gaimng a great deal of Credit, the

Enemy
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Enemy being all in Diforder ; but can fay nothing of his own
Kaowledge.

BeING AGAIN ASKED, faid, He does not know any Thing
farther material for the Information of the Court.

9. Between the Time of his feeing Lieutenant Colonel
Ligener and the Cavalry’s Marching, how long was 1t?

A. He believes, 1t was about twenty Minutes.

CAPTAIN WINTZINGERODE, Hefan Awd-de-
camp to H. S H. Prince Ferdinand of Brunfwick, was (worn ;
but, he not thinking himfelf fufficiently conveilant in the
Enghb Language to give his Tefimony therein, Wirrian
HawmiLTon, Efq, was prevailed upon to interpret his Evidence
and, bewg duly fworn for that Purpofe, the Witnefs was
(through him) defired to rclate to the Court whether he carned
any, and what Orders from H. §. H. to Lord Grorge Sackville
on the 1ft of Augui {aft, and what pafled 1n confequence of
thofe Orders ? and o anfwer depofed, "T'hat he wis Aid-
de-camp to H. S. H upon the Day of the Battle of Miiden
{(as he 1s fhl]) and dud carry Orders fiom H. 8. I1. to Lord
Grorge Sackvi'le , —~—- he does not remember the Hour, but
he knows very well the Situation the Army was in at that
Time . It was at the Time when the Infantry of the right
Wing was a fecor d Time advancing towards the Enemy, af-
ter haviug made fome halt by order of H. S. H. to give Time
for the Infant:y adjoining, and the fecond Line to come up
and form: It was then, as he has been faying, that H. S. H.
ordered him to go and give his Orders to Lord George Sack«
wilie o advance with the Cavalry of the nght Wing, to fuf-
tain our Infantry, which was going to be engaged The
Witnefs fet out immediately : The Duke of Richmond joined
him after he had gone a few Paces, to tell him again, from H.
8. H., to haften the Arnval of the Cavalry, and to tell Lord
George Sackville to form with the Cavalry of the right Wing.
under his Command, upon the Heath in a third Line behind
our Infantry. He found Lord Geo ge Sackville with the Ca-
valry of the right Wing pofted, where, he believes, he was
firft formed, fome Diftance, but he can’t afcertain how far,
behind our Artillcry, which was pofted ncar the Windmill of
the Village of Halen, having fome Trees upon its Left,
which prevented its feeing our Infantry. In coming up he
pafled before the fecond Line; he afked, where he could find
Lord George Sackville? Lord Granty, whom he met at
that Inftant at the Head of the fecond Line of Cavalry, told
him, he would find Lord Gewge Sackutlle at the Head of the
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fiekt Line.——He acquainted Lord Grany then, as he pafed,
that be was going to carry the Order to Lord Gerrge Sackuille
from H. S. H. to advance, and form upon the Heath behind
the Infantry to fuftain them. (The Wiaefs, upon his
Evidence being afterwards again read over to him, defired it
might be here underftood and inferted, tha he then mentioned
to Lord Granby, that they were t pafs through the Trees up-
on the Left, 1norder to get upon the H=ath, and form there )
After this he found Lord Geage Sackvilie at the Head of the
6rft Line of Cavalry. Hecommunicatedtohim H § High-
nefs’s Orders, as they had been given to him by the Prince ;
Lord George Sackuille feemed not to underfte «d him; and afk-
ed him, how that was to be done? He endeavourdd to ex-
plain them 1o hum, as well as h= coud. {The Terms. or
Words he made ufe of, he don’t exaltly remember, but heis
certain he explaned the Seife of the Orders, which he
brought him.)—He made him underftand, that he was to
pafs with the Cavalry between the Trees, which he faw upon
his Left, that he would then come upon the Heatl, where he
was to form with the Cavalry, to advance n order to {uftain
our Infantry, which he thought was already «n a:ed with the
Enemy. | ord George Suckv lle afked b s again feveral Quef-
tions, how that was to be donc The Witnefs repeated to
him, what he has been faying Lord Genge Suckuille then
turned towards the Officers attending him, and the Witnefs
firmly perfuaded, that he was going to give the Orders for ad-
vancing, went to rejoin H. 8. H On coming upon the
Heath behind our Infantry, which was then fuily engaged with
the Enemy, he faw Lieutenant Colonel Futz oy coming to-
wards hum full gallop, who afhed him, why the Cavalry of
the right Wing did natadvance, and gave hinto unde:ftand,
as he pafled hum, that H § H. wa,under the graateft Impati-
ence shout 1t. [ he Witnefs followed him to tell him, that
he had been with the Order for that Purpofe from H. 8. H. to
Loid Geo ge, and that the Cavalry was coming. —— (The
Witnefs. upon his Depofition being afterwards read over to
him, defired 1t might be inferted, th t he recollets s men-
tioning alio to Lieutenant Colonel Fitzry as he pafled, that
Lord Ceorge Sackui le feemed for fometime not to underfland
him )—But Lieutenant Colonel Fizzicy, without waiting for
the Aufwer, went his Way towards Lord Grarge ; and the
Witnefs, fecing that the Cavaliy of the nght Wing, from
whence he was coming made as yet no Movement on that
Si1de ot the Trees, where they were to form, upen the
Heath, followed Lieutenant Colonel Frtzrzy to afit him in

haftening
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heftening the Cavalry to advance, he going towards Lord
George Sackville, and the Wnels towards Lord Gram-
4y, whom he found at the Head of the fecond Line of
Cavalry, in the fame Pofition, as he found him, when he
paffed by his Lordfhip firt. He has nothing farther to fay
concerning Lord George Sacluilic, ot of the Orders which
he carried him from H. S, H.

¥, Dud he repeat the Subftance of Piince Ierdinand’s
Orders, in any other Language than Freuch?

A. He fpoke to Lord George Sackv.ll. in general in French ;
and he don’t remember to have made ufe of the Enghth
Language, nor of any other, exceptthat he thinks he endea-
voured to make him underftund in Englith, that he was o
pafs between the Trees on huis Lett, to form upon the Heath
on the other Stde.

:,’(7; (By defire of Lord George Sackvill) In what Service
is he?

A In the Service of the Lindgrave of Iyfe Coffil.

9. In what Rank was he on the firft of .4gusf laft?

A. A Captain of Foot.

© Did he ever ferve in the Cavalry ?

A. No.

2 Diud he know before he faw the Infantry going to
charge, that the Enemy’s Cavalry was pofted in the Ceatre
of their Line ?

A. He faw the Enemy prcfented them a kront of Cavalry
and I[nfantry , he did not difhngugh or atend to the r Dif-
pofition, being employ’d 1n carrying Orders backwards and
forwards.

9. Whether the Pofition of the Cavalry of the right
Wing, 1n refpeét of the Infantry of the allied Army, was,
or was not, drawn up i fuch a Alanncr, as to fhew, that
the Cavalry of the Enemy was expected to have been upon
the Flank of their Infantry ?

A. He only carried Orders to Lord George Sackuville to
advance upon the Heath, bchind our Infantry . be 15 not
experienced enough to be able to judge of the Difpofition,
which the Army was then n, and fll lels, to judge of
the Reafons, which H S. H. had for employing the Ca-
valry, where he thought proper.

9. How far was i from the Cavalry to the Place, where
he met Licutenant Colonel Firzr.y 2

A. He cannot afcertain the Diffance.

9. Did he gallop, or what Pace did he go?

A. Full Gallop,

B 2,
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9, Did he apprehend his Oiders, and Licutenant Cow
lpnel Firzroy's to have been the fame ?

A. By the Queftion which Lieutenant Colonel Fitzrop
afked him, he judged that he was going with fome Or-
ders to Lord George Sackville ; but he atked him no Quef-
tion about 1t, fceing that he was in too great a Hurry to be
able to give him any Anfwer.

Ap)ourNED till to-morrow Morning
at Ten v’Clock,

SaTurpay 8ih Marcu 156e.

Tur Courr being met purfuant to Adjournment, Cap-
tan WINTZINGERODE was farther examined by the Court.

L. What Diftance were the Cavalry from the fecond
Line of Infantry, when he curned Lord Gerge Sackville
the Pnince’s Orders to advance!!

A. He cannot fix the Diftance; but, as near as he can
remember, the Infantry could not then have advanced an
hundred Paces from the Place, where they were firft formed.

Q. What fort of Ground was there for the Cavalry to
march upon, fiom the Place, whete they were firft formed,
to that, where they were to form behind the fecond Lise
of Infanuy?

A As far as he can remember to have obferved in
paffing by, there were fome Trees upon the Left of our Ca-
valry of the Iright Wing, through which it could, ind was
to pafs, to get upon the Heath behind our Infantry, from
whence 1t was to advance towaids the Enemy.

9. Does he thwnk, if Lord George Sackvile had im-
mediately obey'd Prince Ferdimiva’s Orders, when he de-
livered them to his Lordfhip, that the Cavalry ceuld have
come up time enough to have fupported our Infantry, and
to have engazed the Fnemy ?

A. He was not prefent, when our Infantry firft engaped
the Euncmy; but be remembers well, that our Infantry
way flill engaged with the Enemy, when he rejoned H S.
Highnefs, atter having been twice to our Cavalry of the
Right Wing, to make it advance.

9. Can he recolleét the Diftange of Time, between
Iis firt delivering the Prince’s (Ofders to  Lord Geoge
Sackuille, and his return to the Pnince ?

A He wan’t jultly recollect the Diftance of Time ; he
believes, 1t anght be about three quarters of an Howr,
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D. What fort of Waood was it, through which the Cas
valry were to pafs ?

A, It was an open Wood, and no Buthes, as he remem-
bers.

Q. Was there any coufiderable Body of the Enemy’s
Lufantry pofted near that Wood, to oppofe the Pafluge of
the Cavalry ?

A. He did not fee any near that Wood.

Q. Were any of Lord George Sackwille’s Aides de Camp,
or other Officers, prefent at the Time when he delivered,
or eaplained the Prince’s Orders to Lord George Sackiille 2

A. His Lordfhip was accompanied, (when he found him
at the Head ot the firlt Line, and when he delivered him
the Orders of H. S. H.) by feveral Aides de Camp and
other Officers ; but he cannot name them alf, as he did
not take Notice of them.

Q. Can he name any of them?

A. He may be miftaken, but he thinks he faw Lieutenant
Colonel Hotham, Captain Hugs, and he thinks, Lieutenant
Colonel Sloper was there,

Q. When the Prince fent hum to Lord Gecrge Sackuille,
did he inform him, where he would hnd the Cavalry?

A. He did not.

Q. Whether the Road or Way which he came from
the Piince, when he carrieg the Order, was the fame
which the Cavalry was to have gone, 1 cafe they had exe-
cured thefe Orders ?

A. It was,

2. Does he know any Reafon, which could have pre-
vented the Cavalry from executing the Orders brought
by him to Lord George Sackville ?

A. He did not [ce any Reafon to hinder them.

Q. Were there any of the Enemy’s Batteries upon the
Right, where the Cavalry was to pafs 2

xe did not obferve any.
Q. tlow long was 1t from the fecond Time of hus fees
ing Lord Granby, before the Cavalry marched ? )

A. When he came to Lord Grandy the ferond Time,
he told him to march dire@ly with the fecond Line, as he
knew, that the Duke warted with Impatience the coming
up of the Cavalry, and Lerd Gramdy follow.d him imme-
diztely with the fecond Line, which he lud throuph the
Trees to the Heath, where it was to form, 1n order to
advance. As to the firft Line, he cannot fpesk of bis

his own Knowledge, being employ’d in leading the Sccond.
B2 Lod
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YLord Grandy “preparing to follow him with the fecond
Line, defired him to acquaint Lord George Sackville ; with
which he commiffioned an Officer belonging to Loid George
Sackville, who came up at that Time, and who, if he s
not miftaken, was Lieutenant Colonel Hatham.

B, Did he deliver the Orders to Lord Grandy in the
Prince’s Name, or as from himfelf ? -

A, He told his Lordthip, that it was the Order of H.
S. H. that the Cavaliy thould advance.

9. As he knew, that Lord Gerrge Sackville commanded
the Cavalry of the right Wing, how came he ro go to
Lord Granby, to order hum to advance, who was only
Seeond 1n Command ?

A. He knew very well, that Lord Gesrge Sackuville com-
manded the Cavalry of the right Wing, and accordingly
acquitted himfelf of his Commiffion towards him, vy de-
livering to him the Orders, which he had recewved from H.
S. H. " He return’d the fecend Time to the Cavalry, with
no other Intention, than to afift Lieutenant Colonel Frtz-
79y, 10 haftening the Arnval of the Cavalry ; underftanding
by the Queftion, which Licutenant Colonel Fizzroy afked
him, when he met him, that H. 8. H. was waiung with
impatience their Arnival, and he knew bchdes, that Lieu-
tenant Colonel Fitzroy was going to Lord George Sackuilie
to make him advance.

£. How far did he conduét the Cavalry upon the Heath ?

A. As far, as neceflary to give them Giound to form.

Q. Was Lord Granby then ftopped from advancing, by
any Ouders, and by whofe ?

- A. As foon 2s he had condu@ted Lord Granby upon the
Heath, fecing him 1n a way of advanang, he left him to re-
jon H. S, H. and he 1s not informed of the Orders afterwards
gwen him.

: 2. As he had before on that day carried Orders to Lord
George Saciville for advancing the Cavalry, why, after hava
ing met Lieutenant Colonel Fitzro, and followed him in or-
der to forward the March of the I'roops, he did not again
apply himfelf to Lord Gesrge Sackwiile, to whom he had be-
fore carried Orders for that purpofe 7

A. Becaufe he knew, that Lieutenant Colonel Fitzroy was
goi 1g 1o Lord George Saclwille to advance the firft Line.

2 What appeared to be in the Front of the Cavalry, when
he firtt came to them ?

A. He don’t remember to have remarked any Enemy juft
oppo.ite to the Cavalry ; but he very well remembers ourlAr-
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tillery pofted at fome diftance in the Front of our Cavalry near
the Windmill of the Village of Halen.

LIFUTENANT COLONEL EDWARD LIGONIER,
Aide de-Camp to Prince Ferdimand, depofed, That he brought
Lord George Sackv lle Urders from Prince Fer dinandon the 1{t of
Augufi laft to advance with the Cavalry in order to profit from
the [hiforder,which appeared in the Enemy’s Cavalry, he found
his Lordthip at the Hrad of Bland’s Dragoons ; he delivered
him his Orders, to which his Lordthtp made no anfwer, but,
turmng about to the 1 roops, ordered Swords to be drawn,
and to march; which they did, moving a few Paces from
the Right forward. He then told his Lordfhip, it was to the
Left he was to march,

At that Time Lieutenant Colonel Fitzroy arrived, and de-
livered his Orders for the Briyfp Cavalry only to advance.
Lord Gesrge Sackville turning to the Deponent faid, thei
Orders were contradiftory 5 the Deponent anfwered, they
difered only in Numbers, that the Dethination of his March
was the fame,——** to the Left ”—His Lordfhip then afked
him, if he would lead the Column, he faid. he could not
undertake to conduét them properly, but thatf his Lordihip
would truft 1t to him, he would do his beft. This was all
that paffed between Lord Geos ge and him. The [Jeponent
was prevented h.anng what paflcd between Lord Geor, e and
Lieutenant Colenel Fitzi o1, being at that ime at fome Di-
ftance from them with Lieutenant Colonel Sinper The
Deponent faw Lord George Saciwille and Lieutenant Colonel
Firrzroy returning to find the Prince.

2, What Report did he make to the Prince, when he
returned ?

A. He told H. S H,, Lord Gesrge Sackville was coming to
him.

% Did he fee Lieutenant Colonel Frbnfion that day?

. When he lett Licutenant Colonel Slper, he went to
Lieutenant Colonel “Febu/fon before he returned to the Prince,
and told tim, that he had brought Orders for the Cavalry to
advance, and that 1t would be a noble Opportumity for them
to diftingusth themlelves

9. (By defire of Lord George Sackville) Was he fent from
the Prince upon any, and what Report, made to him by the
Duke of Richmond ?

A. He prefumes, he was fent to Lord George Sackville on
Account of many Reports being made to the Prince of the
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