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THE 

A D V ANT AGE S 
OF AN 

ALLlANCE 

WITH THE 

GREAT 1\10GUL 

T HE minds of men, naturallj"attached to bId 
cuftoms, are with liJfficlllty prevailed upon 

to enter unprejudiced into the confideration of any 
plan, however promlfi[1~::' whofe leadmg line ap
pears fllbverfive of a fyftcm, let its eVident ten
dency be ever fo dangerous, which lengtl, o(rir,ne 
has fantbfied, and they have been accllfi:omed to 
Vlew with partlahjf. 

\Vhen a man ~ngages, therefore, in a great an!i 
llnCOmmon enterprize, however importanL 'the o!). 
jeCt may be to hIS fellow citizens, he ought [0 

prepare his mind for dIfficulties, and his feelings 
for dl(apFOmtment· he mu!\ expeCt to find his be11: 
judged efforts checked by the ftLlbbornnefs of pre
JudIce, and darkened b} the mlfreprefentations of 
prIvate views; dlfconcerted by the caprice of 
fortune, or overpowered by the c1afhings of r~al 
or imaginary il~terefts: the greater number of 

A men 
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men he will find. cannot. reafon, many will not 1 
,feme are too lJrolld. to be tdught, othCI:S too 
lazy; and th:1f mne tenths of the world, actuated 
by dIfferent p.lffions, however oPFofice I!l theIr re~ 
fpethvc icntlments, will too often Join l!1 wndemn
ing in the grois a pomt perhaps of much real 
advantage, rJ.ther than be Jed to con¥lEllOn by a 
candid and manly Inveftigaticn. 

The high and very fin,gular Importance however 
of the albance whIch I nave undertakl'l1 to nego
clate bet"ween the SovereIgn l'>f my nat!ve country 
and the Emperor of Hotdojla'lf, \\ III I !-1atter my
!elf rcndt:r any apology \.mnecdf.'l1"y for perfevenng 
through every dIfficulty, regai qleis of undeferved 
cenfure; anJ, in fubmittmg an undlfgmfed tale t9 
the publIc eye, to leave It to every unbialf:d mmd 
to. deterfl1~ .wl}.in degree of approbation o. blame 
my conduCt may appear to de1erve; or how far 
the arduous defign I have purilled with ft ead i
nefs, at the nil\. of life, fortune, and future views, 
would, If adopted, prove benefiCial to the nation 
at large, and In :.l parncular manner to the Eaft In· 
~a €Dmpany. 

In the courre of the following !heets I 1hall have 
frequent occafion to exprefs rnyfdf freely with re
gard IP rneafures; btl! thall indllitrioufly avoid, as far 
the nature of the fubjeCt will allow, any refleetion 
~hich Irnay have a perfona] tendency, as I would 
never willi that any private rcafclllS for refenting un
merited oppofition, ~0t11d influence my conduct as 
a public man. Thofe whofe advantaO'es arife from 
(cenes of confufion will ever ftruggle fur their conti
nuance ~ by fuch therefore any ane01pt to bring 
anarchy into order muft always be combated, alld 
recourfe will be had to every fpecies of falfe co
louring to hide the\real motives; jn fudi fi~l1a. 

tlons 
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tions however it is the general fyftem that en
courages fnch diforders jVhich Ql.lght to be -repro
bate~ ; the faults of indlvid~lals are the nattlral aRc\. 
unavoidable confequence; a man of 'Can dour, there
fore, will regret them as flowing from die imper
feEbon of human nature, and dunk they demand 
more of his pity than his cenfure. 

To fet ill a proper hght the very uncommon 
natIOn 111 \vhICh I at prefent appear, it truly not be 
improper to give a Ol~ht. {ketch' of the brave, the 
amiable, though hlth~no uflf()ftunate Shah Al
lum, whole hlirory at large would fllrmi11 a ih-iking 
inftance of th~ fluctuatIOn of all !1umah grandeur. 

ThiS Prince is t,he great great grandfon of Au
rungzebe, the PQwerful fove,relgn of dne of the 

.richeft and moil: cxrenfive empIres in the world, 
whIch then included that immenfe tract of country 
ftretchmg from 'I'artazy to Cape: ~o/1Zc( In,.andfrom 
Perjia t6 the frontlers of C!11110. • 

Thll> mIghty monarch, after a reign of above 
fifty years, dIed In the 1707 of the Chnftian 
a-ra. HiS fon Bahr:der Shah m01wted the throne 
()f hiS father witham 1m ablhtles; and was fucceed- ' 
ed in 17 I 2 by 1115 eldefl: fon 'jehandar Shah,,,,JI"and. 
father of the prt:[ent Emperor, who dying about 
eighteen months4Rfterwa~ds, the lineal fllcceffion was 
then interrupted, hIS nephew FirrokhJere ufu[ping 
the government m prejudice to his fan. ThIS Prjnce 
reIgned fix years, when being put co deada by t,woO 
~mbitious Omrahs called the Setds, they placed on 
the throne RaJfezh ul Dirj4t, another grandfon of 
/1ahader Shah, who., Mttt a fhort reign of three 
months, being difpatched by the hands that raifed. 
him, hiS bJltther Raffeib ul Dowla became the 

'fleeting monarch of a few days; when he was fue· 
ceeded by Mabommed, aJfo a grandfon of BJlbader 
~h{/G~ 
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The firft·aet of this prince's reign was to put to 

death the two SeI4$, who Jtad 10n6 tyrannized over 
r~he fiate', exalting and depofing monarchs at their 
pleafure. Th<, dlftraetions flo~il1g from thi: am
bition of thefe nobles gave the fir{l: blow to the 
Mogul empire, moft of the Omrahs, either from 
envy or dread of their power, reeking for fafety 
in ·their refpeft:ive governments, which.they ralfed 
by degrees into independent foverelgntles. 

Among the chIef of thefe great ImJs were Nizam 
ul Mulfuk. Soubadar of the Decan (father to the pre. 
fent Souba) and Sadtt, the Nabob of Qud. The for
mer ofthefe, to call off the attenlion of the wdolent 
Mobammed, and cover the better hIS own ambitIolls 
VIews, encouraged the Mahrai~ors to ravage the 
kingdoms of A;mere Malava, Blana, and Narvar ~ 
when the weak prince, not havmg fplrit to meet 
th~m in .. the fiEJ~t" ddgracefulJy fubmitted to be
come tributary to thofe marauders, and fhpulated 
to pay them the Choul or fOllrth part of the reve
nue of thofe provinces they had attack<.J. 

This was a mortal wound to this .pufillanimous 
prince's authority; fear, the only inducement to 
obed:~ce 10 H1l1doftan, being now removed, 
every chieftain rafe into a prince, apd fet at nought 
the mandates of fo wretched, fo ttimid an admlOi
ftration. 

It would be improper here to enter into a detaIl 
0{ the various intrigues of the different nobles tQ 
efiablilh. their mdependency; it is neceffary only to 
mark fuch of the lehding lines as haftened tbe 
downfal pf the empire. The Nzzelm and Sadll 
were competitors for power with DoU'ran the 
Captain-general, whom finding .to have fupe
,.ior intereft with his royal mafter, they formed 
~he defperate refolution 9f invitin& the famou'l 

Nadir 
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N adirShah, Kingof Perfia, to attack their nativecoun
try. The fllccefs of the P~Uln gave a fatal blow to 
the empire. The indolent Mogul made a iurrender 
of all to the conquelor; who feared 'him however 
fo little, that he re-eftablifhed him in his fovereign
ty, after annexing Candahar, Cabout, with many of 
the weftern provinces to the crown of Perfia, and 
carrying off ~ith him in gold and jewels, from the 
beft authorit1e~ above 123,000,000 I. fterling. 

The two traitors, howejer, the NJzam and Sa
dit, were deferveJly tI e.i~ed by Nadir in the moft 
contumelious manner. The latter in defpair poi
foned himfelf; but tke other hvt'd to have after
wards the chlef management of the affairs of the 
ofmpi~, and died a~ Golconda in the year 1748, at 
tlt-e age of 104. 

Sad!t was 1ucceeded as Nabob of Oud by Sei/
dar Jung (father of the prefenl" Sttja urDow!ll) 
who, poffeifed of a [mooth tongue and plal1fible man
ner, WIthout the leaft fpark of perfonal courage, fo 
neceifary In fuch dlftracred times, had byafortunate 
cO-lIlcidenct" of clrcumfiances, rofe from a mean 
ftation to the dignity of an Omrah, a Souba, and 
at laft Vizier of the empire under Ahmea this 
prince's fucceffor *' ~ 

The 

'"' Colonel Dow thus defcribes Seifdllr Jultg: "'this fellow 
" was originally a merchant of Perjia, known there by th~ 
" name of Acul Mal1jur: he travelled to 1114'. to {en his 
" commodities, and was retained there as an accomptant by 
., the famous Sadlf, Nabob of O.J: he behaved {o much to 
" hIS mafier's fatisfaClion that he raiCed him to a command 
" in the army, and conferred upon him his daughter in 
" marriage."-Mr. Do<w, in another part, calls him" • 
" mean Perfian pec!Iar." This meannefs of his origin how
eVf:r arpears rather exaggerated. liS the celebrated NUJuff' 
Khan (whom I lhallltave occa/ion to mention heroafter) in. 
{oqned me at Delhi, that he was of a good family in P"Jia. 

bllt 
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The Em1?erot Mohammed died in the year 1747, 
after an unformnate reign of near thirty years, 
dufing which, he had feen his kingdom conQuered, 
pr~ndered, and difillembered by a foreign prinre, 
and tom to pieces by his own ambitious nobles, 
whom his aurhoriry was jnfufficlenr to reftrain. 

He was fucceeded by his fon Ahmed. who in the 
year 1753 was put to death by hIS C~tain-ger:eral 
Ghazi ul Dim, a youth of eighteen years of age, 
and grandfon of the famous Nt.;:,am ul MuHuk, 
SO\1ba of the Decan. Gbazz immediately rc;ieafed 
from confinement Eaz u! Dien, fon of Jehal1dar 
Shah, and father of the prefent Mogu1, the e1deft: 
branch of the houfe of :rimur, and enthroned him 
by the name of Allumgueer, takmg upon himfeif af 
the fame time the office of Vizier. '. 

The ~w monarch however found himfelf fiill ' 
little r{lperior to

C 

a ftate pageant: he pofreffed the 
mete {hadow of royalty without any thing of the 
fubftance, the young Vizier ruling every where 
with the mbft arbitrary d~fpotifin. 

The hiftory of this reIgn from the acceffion to 
thr death of [he king, is nothing but the hiftory 
of the political intrigtles and ~{faffinarions of the 
Vizier. Many of the moft powerful Omrahs he 
took off by the dagger,' whilll he (:onfifcated the 
dl:ates of others, who fled beyohd his reacb. 

Munnu, the gallant Souba of Lahore, who had 
recovered that province from Abdal~ab, King of the 

blltnavingmadehim(elf obnoxious either to tllc laws otto his 
prince. he had been ohhged to fly his country; a4rling an 
anecdote with regard to him, .. That when hurrivcd at Delhi 
.. he was ouly it! poffeffion of forty rwpees, which he klad 
.. obtained by the fale of a Rutt (a kind of carriagel be
&C longing to ;t poor peafant. whOIll he had al1llrdered on the 
If' .. oad_to 

, 
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Drfurannies, and defended. it agaicft him for many 
years, being accidentally killed about this timet 
by a tall from his horfe, Abdallah fooh reconquered 
all he had loft ... 0 

The fucceffes of Abdallah roufed the attention 
of the Court of Delhi; it was refolved that tbe 
Prince Ali (;oher (now the Great Jvfpgul) in con
;uncrion with the Vizier, fuould march againft him; 
but Ghazi not thinking i" his intereft to rifk an 
engagement with the Pei:/ian, the great preparations, 
which had drained the royal treafury, ended only 
in parade. 

From this time the Prince became an objeCt of 
othe Vizier's jealoufy; and, together with his fa
tp-er, was confined as a prifoner of ftate: about the 
year 1758 however he found means to m2tke hlS 
efcape, and, levying a body of men, he rolleCtc:d 
the revenues of the adjacent provinces; but, being 
inveigled to Delhi, on the oath of the Vizier, and 
the f.llth of a number of the Omrahs who fwore to 
protea him, he was betrayed, and again confined 
by Ghazi 10 the houf,: of one of the nobles, which, 
in Hindoftan, are fortified like thofe of the 'Ba
rons while the feudal fyftem prevailed in Europe: 
here he remained- two months, when the VIzier 
wlfhihg to have· him ftili more under his power. 
refolved to remove him to the citadel, and fent 
accordmgly 500 borfe to execute his commands. 

t 1754-. 
*' This Alulallab was originally a Chubdar or Mace-bearer 

to Nadir Shah: c;,n the death of this prince he became 
chief of a bahd of robbers; aud having the fortune to inter
cept a Perjillll conliPy of 3000 camels. laden with gold, arms. 
~d provifions, he. immediately levied a great army. and. 
taking advantage of tile diftratled flate both of p"fia and 
Hindoj1lUl, Plade himfelf mailer of Ca,,,labar, Cahill, -with fe
ver.al otlier pr,pvinces lying bet\WCn the twO empIres, and
er~d the whole into a kingdomeC;alled GIJ!lni. 

The 
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The Prince refmed to q>mply; he {hut the gates, 
and with a few friends defended the hOllfe for two 
days againft r~peated reInforcements of the Tizier's 
troops; when 1eeing the impoffiblljty of contmuing 
the unequal conteit, he formed the gallant refolutlon 
of cutting his way through the-enemy. He difclo
fed the defign to his fflends, but onl,y fix had the 
courage to accompany him in thIS defpe.ate attempt. 
The Raja Ramnat, Seidi Alt, and four common 
troopers mounted withi; the court &n the momina of 
the third day, when the sate beIng fuddenly thr;wn 
open, the prince at theIr head rumed forth [word 
in hand, and hewed hi'! way through thoulilllds of 
t~e troops of Gbazi. One .of the horfem.n was. 
kIlled, Setdi was wounded, but the Prmce and l.le 
reft of his brave followers efcaped unhurt. . 
• At Yizierabad.he fell in with Ittulrow the Mahrat· 

lor, whom he JOIned; hut finding all this chief's views 
were only to raife contributions on the country in 
the Prince's name, he left him and repaired to 
Secundra, where Ntjib ul Dowla, Bukh1kee or trea
furer of the Empire refided, between whom and 
tht-Vizier ~ mortal enmi£y fubfifted: but thi!! 
Omrah not joining heartily in his caufe, he pro
ceeded for Lucknow, where SU)tt 141 Dowla then kept 
biB court: thiS Souba however having by the vll
lanies of his father, and the co-incidence ofi\1teftine 
comf!lotions, become an independent fovereign, had 
no willi to revive the power of the Empire: he 
made the Prince dterefore a nafir * of ekphancs~ 
horfes, and a fmall fum of money, and declined any 
further concern in his affairs. 

The Prince Ali Gober, or as be was fometimes 
called Sbah Zade t, upon this difappointment 
fet out for Allaha1;ad, then under the dominion of 

t, 
., Nllfir, i. c. a priflllt. 

Mohammed 
t The 'King" {on • 
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Mohammed Kuli Khan t, where they planned the 
invalion of Bengal and heh41', to the Nabobfhip 
of wtJich Lord Clive had forne time before rO\ire;( 
Meer '}ajJim Orders were in confcquence iffuecl 
to all the neighbour~ng Rajas; and fuch was the in
fluence of the mere name of the- undoubted. heir of 
the empire, that, without money, and fuppo~d 
only by a."nabob of lItde power, he [0011 found 
himfe1f at the head of above 60,000 roeh. 

He laid fiegt to Patmi~ and had there been only 
Indian Powers to contend with, Meer Jajjier and 
RamnarafJ, the Nallob of lJebar, would foon have 
been ftnpped of their dominions; but the fuperiot 
geniws and bravery of <\ CLive [huck terror through 
his army. The eaftern people are great fatalifts, 
it i.s alma{\: i.mpoffible to lead them to battle againlt 
a fortunate general.; they conijder it as. fighting 
againft the Deity; and when once a man has "the 
reputation of [uccefs, nothing is too bold for him 
to attempt t 

Various 

t 1762 • 
• The unfortunate ShabzadE (fays Mr. SmzftDn) whor~ 

amiable charafier deferved a better fate, foon perceived the 
Colonel (CIi'lJe) wa~ the onlf obftacle to his fuccefs; and 
having found he was not to be allured by the flattenng pro
fperity that for fame time attended him, endeavoured now t() 
make an impreffion on him by his misfortunes. He repre
fented to the Colonel, in a V'Cry pathetic letter, the peculiar 
wretc.hednefs of his fate; .. That born to a crown, the per. 
" fecution of the \'izicr had lefr him not a fpot to reft OD J 
u that he had no intentions againftMeer Jaffier's I1fe or go
.' vemment; that aU he aimed at was an army to make head. 
.. againfr the vi.ner; and If it pleafed God to favour his 
.. c.aufe, the Co~el might command anY' advt{ntages for 
.. tile Contyany or himfelf." This the Colonel c.onunu~i_ 
cated to the S(I)uba's fan and Ramnaran, who both agreed'it 
woald 1M- dangerous to have a prince of the blood in ant 0( 
• provinces", that h~ would FYC a conaant fouree of 

.B )lIou 
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Variol1s were the difficulties under which thiS 

P'rine~ afterwards ftrLlgglejl, till he' at length in the 
'year 1764 furrendered himfelf into the hands of 
General Carnal' at Geiah in Behar. It was here he 
firft received intelligence of the m1,1rder of his fa'" 
ther Allumgueer, who had been affaffinated by the 
Vizier Ghazi ul Dun ab{')ut four years before; and 
was foon after proclaimed empero-r at: Patna. 

The Jj.,-itijh however m: thIS time: not inclining to 
affift in placing him in hls throne, he a fecoml 
time Irad recourfe to S:ja'ttl Dowl'a, who in the 
meafll time had got poifeffion of AllAhabad, in confe
quence of the death of Mo.hammed Kuli Kha", 
whom be had caufed to be affaffinated at his devotions. 

Suja now thought the pofie~ion of the King'~ 
perfon of importance; he treated him therefo~ 
with the farce of royalty, but he was no longer at 
liberty: he obliged Shah Allum to appoint hIm Vi
zier of the Ci:mpire",. a.nd t.() ratify a variety of 

grants 

plots and confpiracies againll: the Souba; would draw oa 
him the refentment of the VIZier, and finally Involve the
country in continual troubles. The Colonel therefore {tnt 
back the mdfenger with a ref'Peafulletter, and a prefent of 
five hundred gold Mohurs (about lobo nerling], His be
haviour fo charmed the prince, that lie f.ent hlm word he 
would force hlmfe!£ under hu' ,roteaiol\,. and dare hlm to 
deliver him up; but the Colonel was neceffitated to anfwer. 
that he aaed under the SOl1ba', orders, and would therefore 
by no means advife him to put himfelf in his power" Io 
confequence of which the unhappy Shabzadi was obliged to 
feeTc fome other refuge. 

• GhatGi III Dmz, the former vizier, who :Ie the ag~ of live
and-twenty had put to death two emperors, and (according 
to CoTonel Dow) had' csowded into a few years of early youth 
more crimes and abilities than other con{Ull\ll1ate Villains have 
done into a long life of wlckednefs and treacheQ', linding 
himfelf borne down by the fllperior fortune of his rival Niji3 
141 DO'W/ilt whofe caufe had now been efpouCed by .46riJJill, 

~-
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wants and deeds, under -the fant'l:ion of which he 
meant to aggrandize himfdf, and dlitrcls lihe,.neigb
·bourmg provmres. 

About this ,time CojJim Aft Khan, havil1g been 
defeated by Major Adams, fled wlth an immenfe 
treaNJre, and took fhelter wlth SuJa~ whom he pre
vailed upoo ·to march down upon the Company's 
provinces: the Kmg was of .neceffity in their 
train: they whe .rotltcd by Colonel Monro at 
Buxar: the Souba! efcapecl-; and Sbah A!lum once 
more fought the prcue6bon of the Engl(jh. 

The Brittjh politicks however 11:111 would no.t ad
mit -of their affifbng the Mogul in the recovery of 
~is capital ~ but· the Cora province and part 
of AIl8babad were,aUotted to l-um., by way of royal 
-demefne, for lus fubfiften<:e; aAd In.the Plonth gf 
4 ugztl ,1765, as a further fupport of his dignity., 
Lord C!~'lJe, among ather arrangements, by formal 
treaty ftipulated .to allow him twenty-fix lacks of 
.rupee~, in conficieratlon of his ,appointiqg .the Eqjl 
Indza Company to the Dewannee of Bengal, Behar, 
.and OrijJa t,. 

,¥,ok J!efage with J. 'Rajah of {he'yafls; and now wanders 
over the nejghbourmg provi.nces with a U:w Vl!gaLonds. 
watching an opportualty of emerging again inN> ,Power. 

tt Copy of (he agree""1tt lWh'I'ehy Ike RIght HcnGurabJe Robert 
Lord Clive, .fill the part if the hnghlh Eaft lndia Comp~l1y, 
agreu tD PRy Ih, Kmg Shah AlluU\, :fr91ll tb.e revenues of 
Bengal, Behar. alUl Oriffa. the ju", of t,umlly-Jix lac~/, Or 
325,000 I. per anRum, 'If gral.4ttuie for the fa'lIours w/iiCb 
pis Lortlfoil and Ihl Campany lad rewwd frfim hu Im/"..;aI 
Maj¢y. DQlIJI J91~ .duguft 1765-

At-tul,s of agrumllZt <witb blS M~efl.J. 
The Nahoh NaJi1ll uJ DrJ'Wla agrees to pay to his Ma

jefty out of tie revenues of Ben,a/, Behar, and Orzjfo, th~ 
)um of .16 lacks of rupee. a yeM', witho .. t any dcdutlion for 

B {l. bat't'a. 
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AHatl6h, itt the mean time, and the Maht'aJlqrl 

delu~d with blood the capital and the adjacefl1i 
provinces. It is not however my in~ention to dwell 
on ruch dreadful fcenes. The wretched Delbillns 
troaned alternately under the yoke of thofe favagCf 
fllooiters, as fortune gave fupc:riority to their arms; 
The Perjian, however, having at length defeated 
them m a pitched battle, in which they loft above 
50,000 men, he invtted ~hab Allum-to Deihl; bur" 
being too prudent to truft himfelf with the barba. 
rian, he railed to the throne fe'wan. Bukht (the Shah's 
f!ideft fon) under the minon of Nijtb ul DQwia, and 
Jhen marched for Perfia. 

Shah Allum, during thefe convuifions, unable to 
~end the leaft afEftance to hiS diftrdfed fubje8:s~ 
remainecl at AlIaha.bad nIl the ye:tr 1771, perfonally 
prote~ed indeed by the Company, but dC"nied every 
aid towards the recovery of his throne. Often had 
he enforced to them the facllity with which, amidtt 
fuch jarring fatbons, he could dlabldh hllI1f~lf in 

hIS 

ban ... on hills of exchange, by regulu monthly paYlllent,. 
amounting to Rs. Z 16,666 HI 9 per month; the lid\: pay· 
ment to commence from the Lft of SepTember of the pre(ent 
year;. and the Englifu Company, in confitlcrJtion of his Mol. 

Jefty's having been gracioufly pleafed to grant them the De7 
wannce of Bengal, &c. do engage themfelves to be fecunty 
for the Tegular payment of the fame It 1hall be paid mont12 
\>y mOflth from the fadprr. of Pat'la to ~t1jlJb Shelab,.oy. o. 
whomfoever }us Majefiy mly tlunk proper (Q nominate. thar 
it nlay be forwarded by him to the court; but in cafe the 
territol1~s of the aforefaid Nabob fhoutd be inv.ded by any 
foreign enemy, a ~eduaion i~ then to be ml,de ont of the 
ftipuiafed rev~ue. propprttooably ~o the ~amage tbat Ml\:y 
~ fuftained. 

In conucletation of Nlljlljf Khan's M,:ing joined the 
~ngl:Jh forces, alld aCted 10 his Majefty's fen ice ~n the lare 
l"0ll", -his Majefty wil1 be gficioul1y pleafed to(a1!ow him the 
film of twa la~ks of rupee~ a year~ to be paia by equal 

~onthly 
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bis dommions; often ha~ he eXplained the num .. 
berle&~ advantage$ which might thence accrue to 
theIr commercial and political interefts, bwt in vain, 
at length however., underftandlng'that Delbi was in 
the poffdlion of Zabda Kban a Rob,11a chief· (fOh. of 
Ntjib Itl Dowla, whom I hlJ.v~ formerly mentioned," 
as treafllra" of ~he empire) and that with a [mall 
army he could eafily recover it, he applied for a 
few .troops, Which the {;overnor, not thinking 
himfe1f properly a\.1thorized to grant, he propored 
attempttng it with his own force; to which the 
Governor and Councll makmg no objf'aion, he 

"was Iccordtngly efcorted to the frontiers of the 
C~ra province by· Sir Robert Barker and Suja ut 
bfJ'Wla : Yet fuch was his attachment to the 
Englijh, tha.t although his duty .to himfelf and pi. 
people made every effott neteffary thac had a pra-. 
bability of fuccefs, at parting wlth Sir Rob«: he 
could not difguife his fedmgs, the tears flowed 
from his eyes, and for two days his attendants could 
hardly prevail with n,im to take the fmalleft fuf .. 
tenance. 
monthly payments; the fir.ft payment to comuaence from the 
tft of September of dte pre{ent Yellr: and In cefa\llt thereof. 
the Engtzjh Company, who ~re guarantees for the fame, will 
make It good out of the revenue: aHotted to his Majelly from 
the territories ot Bengal.. If ~he territorit's of' Fengal Ihould 
at any tiftu: be invaded, and on that account a dedu19.ioa 
be made od of the royal revenqe, in futh cafe a proportion
able deduction ihall alfo be mad. out of Nu;if Khpn's al., 
Ibwance. 

Dilted the Hlth of AMg. J,6,. 
'orl-ff,/lsam, 3pth Sepumber t7t;. 

A ttDe copy. 
ALEX. C.UU •• LL. 

S. S. C • 
., A •• tiol ~ P"f'Ilns who poJf~ great part oftheool)ntl'J 

t.etween Dt/ln and Lllcltllf1<W. one-of Suja .1 :pQ'Wl'i'. princi
pal towqa in PIc prov~ce of Ou{l" 
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At Furakhabad his Majefty was joined by the 

Mahrattors, who, from m~lt1ves of pnvate intereft. 
proffered 11ml that afiiltance which. the Engltjh had 
!"efu fed , and which, though unwillingly, he was 
under the neceffity of acceptmg. The Rohilla 
chief fled at his approach; and he foon after entered, 
Delhi, where he was received w~th 0pfn arms by 
his fon Jewnn 13ukbt (wpom Abdallah had placed 
llpon the throne) who Immed13tely'refigned to his 
father every eofign of r<>y.alry. 

Having thus {lIghtly tooclled upon fuch of the 
principal lines of the Emperor's Hiftory., as ap
peared necelfary to illuftrate .th~ nature and ten
dency of my embaiTy, I fhall now proceed to ex.
plain the motives and principles IIp''Jn which I 
ha.ve pr6ceeded. ' 

In the year 1768 I arrived in Bengal with the 
appointment of Major in the Company's forces on 
that eftab-lifhmeAt; and, as early as OOoDer 1769, 
I -conceived the tdea of i'c-eftahldhing the Em
peror on his throne. The advantages to my 
country, which 'I {hall enlarge upon 10 the fol. 
lowing {beets, ftruck me forc1bly; and ~he invete
racy of the variQus fadions am()ng his Indian foes 
affured me of fuccefs • 

.A few days before I marched from Ilazagunje 
to Bankyp~re I had been introduced to hi, MaJelly "t AOahabati by Colonel Sir Robert BtZrker: but 
what was my aftonifhfnent ro finei ol prince, born 
to one of the greateft empires in the world, a 
prince of amiable manners, of tried fortitude, 
courage, and ability, fitting in a hut covered 
wKh {haw, hardly large eno~h to hold above 
twelve people; yet this hut was called the Dur. 
bar or Court of tee Grrat Mogul; and this 

• to • 
Whllc 
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!while proteB:ed by the Englijh Eafl [,zdia Com-
pany *. . 

ThCi refieetions which arofe in my mind from this 
circumftance, joined to the obfervatioDs I had 
made, and the intelligence I had received of the 
fituation of the country, made fo {hong an impref
flOn on my mind, that when I arrived at Banft}
pore I framed the rough dratlght of a plan, for raif
ina at mt cfwn expence a body of men fl1fficientfor 
reftoring Shah 411ufIZ to t~ throne of his anceftors. 
This iketch I 1howed to Mr. Rumbold, theh Chief 
f)f Patna, and afterwards to Sir Robert Barker~ 
from whom I obrainetlleave to proleed to Calcutta. 
to lay it before the Governor and Council; but 
Mr. Cartier, not therr judging the crifis favourable, 
diffl1aded me from movIng 1D it further at thac 
time. 

Yer flill the more I viewed it; the more I con
fidered it as an objeEl: of great publIc utility, and 
only waited till the fitllation of the Company's af
furo:; mi~ht induce their fervants to look upon it 
~n the lame important light. 

About two years afterwards, however, a circum
Hance happened, which induced me to refign the 
Company's fervice. Advices from England inform,: 

,. On enquiring itJto the reafon of this treatment, which 
appeared to me to border upon barbarifm, I was inform~ 
ed, that his MajeUy had princely accommodations wrthUl 
tbe fort. but as they did not choofe to admit his attendants 
and guards, he rather inclined to jut up with the little in
tonveniel)t place in which I faw hIm. I could not however 
help refleCting on the honours paid to the Vizier S"1R ttl 
J)f1<Wla as he pafied and repa/fed the Britilh cantonments 
at Hmt:.ltgu"Je. when th(' troops were ordered under arms .. 
and he was faluted with nineteen guns; whilft his Ma
jelty 011 his march to and from F)'/<16ad had not the I~aft no .. 
'14;~ takeR of him. 

eel 
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td me tlut tht" Court of 'DireCtors had appointed 
Captain Eyrls to the rank. of oldeft Major on the 
bengal eftabhlhment; ac; I ever conceived it there
fore to be in the higheft degree upjull to promote 
one man overthe heads of others, agamft whom not 
the moil: dlftant imputation could lie, I applied 
to Sir Robert Ba.rker for leave to proceed for €a/J' 
tutla to refign my commiffion; I received from Sa' 
Robert a polIte anfwer, and immediately left Mon-
gUetrt. .. C 

On my arrival at Calcutta, previolls to refigning 
my commiffion, I wrote to th~ Governor and Sele6it 
Committee, enclofing propofals relative to my plan, 
copies of which with the Secretary's anfwer are in-
ferted below·. ' 

Finding 

t 'io Major John Morrifon, of/he 'ihirti Bri,4U. 

SIR, 
Hea" ~arter.r, J\{ongue6r, N..u. H~ l77r. 

In confequellce of your application to proceed to the pre'
iidency, in order to reugn the Honourable Compaaf's fer
vi~. 1 now grant you my permiffion; and take Uti,t.opportu
llity to dure you, that,during the time YOI1 have been ~Ddet 
my command, yourconduCl: and behaviour hl$ been in every 
rcfpcd fatisfaClory. and yOy may make ufe of this letter Oil 

all occafions where YOIl think my recofn.mendation may tend 
to YOijr int.ere!l. . 

I ~m. $ir, 
¥ oar m04 obe4ient hum.ble feJ'V1nt, 

R. BAI.~Ell. 

• 1"~ the HOIIDurahlt Joha. Cartier. EA'; P,·tjilknt, .,'" 
MemGm of tbe 3,leO CU81.utUe. 

H01\<nu;able Sir aad Sir., 
If the iadofed pl'()J'ofals. which I have the isctaoul' tl) 

lay before you, meet wi", )'0111' approba.tion. 1 lwmbly Pm
paCe to fet oft" immedll1.tely to 111)' them before the Eaperor of 
HtwI.jI." to obtain hjs confent, together AVi£h Cuch power .. 
"- his M~elly aa mal be fatisfattory to tltc HOII:ti; 
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Finding my intelligence from England roon afte'r· 
wards confirmed by the at'rival of Major Eyres, I ap
plied- to the Prefident and Council for red refs ; buC

on 

able Court of Djre~ors, before whom 1 propo[e to de~ 
liver them in perfon for thelr hnal determinanon., . 

If I am fo happy as to meet with your concurrence, I 
humbly req!aeft that you would be pleafed to indulge me 
with a brevet of Lieut. Colonel, and an efcort of twenty 
horre, with letters to the K~ng, and to his Vizier SUja ttl 
Dow/fl, acquainting them with your Approbation and n11 
defign. 

I am, with great refpefi, Honourable Sir and Sirs, 
-Calcutta, Your molt obliged and moll 

Pee, ,pth 1771. ObedIent humbler fervant, 
JOHN MORkIBOK. 

r'hl Memorial if John Morrifon, E/q; Maj,,. in the r'h:r4 Rd· 
gad~. (omma71lit4 by Bdga4ilr-geflUtli S,r Robert Barker, 
Knrght, C,1mmanaer in Chtef if tbr HfJnI1.,..61, Eall: IpC!ia 
Compan)'> s forces. 

lie begs leave to make the fonowing propo{a)s to the Ho
nourable the PreJident, C;f,. Members of the Selef\; Com~ 
mittee. 

That he wiII undertake to raife for the fervice of the Ho. 
nourable Company two thoufand horfe, and eIght thoufand. 
fepoys, with their officers complete. 

That as he does not intend to put the Company to the 
leaft unnecefi"ary exaence, he propafes to put them into th~ 
fenice .t' tbe King, with this reftrifrion, that if the Honour .. 
able Company's fettlements ./hall be invaded by any power 
whatfoever, they ./hall march to their affiitance, when de
manlkd by the Honourable the Pre4dent and Members of 
the SeleCt Committee. 

That they thall then receive £jam the Honourable Com
pany, from the date of their marching orders, the fame pay 
and gutuity as the Honourable Company's troops. . 

That as arms and accoutrements will be wanting, with 
twenty-four Jield-pieces, and {lIDle batterint, cannOD, he pro • 
. pofes two Jack, of rupees a yeM !hall be p&ld to the Honollr
able Company for their ufe. 

That as European officer. wilJ be n«dfary, for the dif· 
~i'p1iflipZ an9 (;oIiuua.nding the jorfe, and the dift'erent b •• • 

C' "UCIIlO 
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on their affuring me, that it was not in their POWe'l",-I 
the orders from the Court of DireCtors being po
fitive, I deflred leave to. refign the fervice, which 

was 

taliQns of .Sepoys, he propefes that filch a number be incor
?orated as may be thought necea-ary for that purpofe. 

That every officer, on his bemg appointed LO ',his corps, is 
to take an oath ef fidelity to the Company, that he will 
always pTOmote to the utmoft ('f' his Fower the intereft of the 
Compa~, and obey from time to time all ruch orders as he 
may receive ftom the Honollrable the Prefident and Mem
bers of the-Selee!: Committee, or their commander in chief. 

That as' cl{)th. warhke dotes, &c. will be wanting, he 
propoCts the R""chafe t& be made from the Honourable COIII-
yany. ~ 

He begs leave til paint out {orne of the m~'ny advantages 
this body of troops will lie of t-o the Company. They will 
always be rpdy in afe of aRY emergency; tney will be at 
land to count"e'!'aef anY' pare the enemies of the Company 
mar:_ take, and keep the Mahrattors in awe. 

They wi:1l take from the Company yearly large quantities 
of wir iaple commodiriu. and may be the me .... ns of ex
tending theu commerce through the Mogul empire. 

If the Company's fettle.nts on the Coafis Ihould be at~ 
tacked. by their m:lking a diverfiQn in theirfavcur they 
might render the Compally me IItmoft fervice. 

If thefe propofals are agllaCable to the Honourable the Pre~ 
lidcnr ana Members of the Selea Committee, he will witla t_ permiffioD lay them before the King; If he approves of 
them, he will tMn walt an the Honourable Court of Di
rcaors for their ap-pt'ohation.~r follow fuch direClions as thl!t 
&.OOf'able- the Prelident and Members of the Select Com. 
mince {hall think proper to give them.. 

SIR, 
I am direaed &y the HOllourable the PreGdent and Mem-· 

hers of the Selea COJaRlittee to inform you, that after hnin.c 
gWco the iboft attentive ptwCal to your memorial they confi: 
aer the leneral tendency o( y-o.r plan to be in every degree· 
jnaG.Jaitrblc, .1Iod to wlrich, from their duty to the Com
tallY, tltey arc obliged cOlive the molt abfolute difcolltage .. 
ant: bile they at the fai:IQ WltC delirc: me tg altGr~ Yft ... . ~ 
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.was accordingly complied with, ..anti a certificate 
fent me of my behavic!ur while I had the honour 

-of hearing the Company's commiffion •. 
Tn 

that from your general good chua~r. they are perfuaded a 
zeal for the Company's mterefl: has been a cQief motivo with 
you in forming a {cherne of this nature. I am farther ordered 
to Jigftlfy lID you theIr entire approbat-«m a.nd good opinion 
'Jf your military aJ>ihtiea. 

,Fort WillilUll, 
;7th D,c. ·177J.. 

Jam, Sif, 
Y Ollr moLl obedient fervant, 

W.HoSll~ 
Sec. ScI. Com. 

J]'o the HrmollraUe John Cartier, Eli; Prtjid",t, 41111-1N 
C'U1lCz/ at Fort Wdhdm. 

·Honourable Sir and SII"S, 

;-From my-nrft appointment in Bcn~n was re(oived to re .. 
-commend myfclf to the Gentlemen i.n power, by a clare and 
diligent dikharge of that trull the Court of Diretlor"s was 

.pleafed to inveft 1lle with. How well I have.performed my 
part I appeal to yau, gentleroen, to my general. an~ to 
..every ofiicer I have-had the nonollr to (erve with. 

Betore my arrival three Lleutenant-colonels and three 
.fqperoomcrary Majors were added to lhe.e1lablifhment: this 
was a grievance I did not COllJplain of, as.I hQP,d for the 
:like indulgence when-l came to bekoown. 

On the dt:ath of that good and.-l!x.cellent officer ~jor,D ... -
~Ilrrll, ,[ Bprhed to.the General. ·to be removed to the Se
poy corpe, ,for which there'is 110 ,additional payor batta. Ia 
<UI(wer to which the general wlote me, . 

" Whene-ver ~I have atl qpportllnlty of obliging IMJljor 
A' MtJrr;jo", I thall think myfelf happy '.a.n fo dOing j you 
4' 1hall be r.emoved to the -Sepoy corps." This letter was 
.dated-Ollober 177£" 

When the General arrived at DaM/ollr, l..ieutenltl1t-colo
lJIel Lfllu made Jc.nown hIS intentlOns of returning to Eur,!,. 
.by the thips of the teafon ~ as 1 wall the oJdeft Major, 1 ex
~peCl:ed '0 {uuted to LieullelWlot"cqlanel L;jlze, and gf,courfe 
.to the eommmd .f the battalion which I had faromed. aad,dir .. 
..cipHocd. 

On Lieutenant-colo.nel·II'Hl'Wolul's relignation. Maj~r '1'.(11-
.rtl7lzHtIJ was ,.appointed. a 'Lieutfnant-colonel i therefore 1 

,C 20 Jooked 
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tn this place I cannot h¢lp obferving, that there 

.cots not eXlft a more illiber~, a more unjud fyftem 
thag that of fuperceffion witll01.1t the filado'" of 

complaint; 

looked upon it as my right to fucceed to Lieutenant-colonfI 
LljIlt. when he re6gned, as it made no addition to the cfta4 

bhlhment. 
I have had the mortification to iee a younger lWajor tllken 

from a genera! court martial, iJn which he was a member. 
fitting at Cakutta. fent three hundred milts to command at 
}'!ongzttff, when I was at BankypDre, only ninety.iix from 
that place: thi~, howeveT, I did not thillk much of; bl\t 
when the fame Major was In Decemhe'r 1770 taken from the 
Sepo)· corps of the fecond brigade, to command the Sepoys of 
the third, under lieutenant-colonel Gailllfz, at Allahabad, 
I felt myfelf illJured; I walted Or> Gelleral Barker, made 
known my intentions of quitting the fervlce, and returlllng' 
to Europe by the laft J}1\P of the (earon: but before I had 
fettled my 'affairs to proceed to Calcutta, an order arnved for 
the third brigade to take the field. I changed then my re
falution, as the long wilhed-for opportunit¥, I thou~ht, was 
arrlve:d of convincing my noble patron. Lord North. I was 
,!lot ullworthy of his favours. He had recommended me to 
the Court of Diredors with the ardour of a fnend, fupported 
Jny intereft with his whole weight. and in a manner llaked 
his honour for my abilities. Till J had dlfcharged him. 
therefor~, of his,obh&ationa to the Company in my appoint
ment, I could have no thought for myfelf. The hlliory of 
tbat campaign you are well acquamte<i with· the ,*,portu-

I 
~ity was l"n of returning to Europe, as the brigade did not 
~etl1rn to quartets till the: 4th of May. 
=:! I am now a ain fuperfeded by Captains Wzldmg and EY·fr. 
~he,6.dlreftore~ to his link as Lieutenant-colonel, the fecont! 

oi-ppointed a Major: this is a rank he h?d no right to, by 

I
~ ~e rank he hAd in the atmrr when he refigned. he: was 'theft 
~ Captain next before Captain HtjJilla" • 
.c 'fIllS is the fourth time I have ·b~e\l fa perredcd lin ... e 1 a~
:.:iived in the country, by Captains Wtldl1/[, Goddilri, ana 
-;;breJ, and Lieutenant-colonel WI1Z'Wood; the three btl: were 

t 
iCaptains for folte month-s after my arTlval, and the fourth • 

. ~Ieutenant-tolonellf/wwootl. was taken from the artillery • 
• ' Is thiS a reward for my faithful.tnd diligent fervitea r to 
~ou, gentlemen, I appeal. • ~, 

. ,·;t"C.H7~~' I mila " \ 
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complaint; nor among t~ many l1ad meaf\Jres 
whkh have been driving the Company to the verge 
of ruit1, could one be Conceived of a more per-

nicIOUS 

I mua therefore beg leaye to rdian the Htlnollrable COnt
pany's (er"ic~ a fen'ice in which I cannOt remain with 40-
nour or fatisfaaion to myfelf, till 1 meet with redrefs from 
the Court of Direaors. f 

J propo(e ftturmllg by land; the roUte I intend to take i., 
by Fyfa6al, DelIIf. CalHu/, Otztf(/~ar, through PerJiIl and 
Ruffifll. 

I claim your prcteaion ai a. Brzttfo fitbjeCl. and reqlld. 
as a particular £a"ollr, )'~\l will give 1M tve,y a1lilb.su:e in. 
your power.-I am, wah great refpett, 

Honourable blr and Sirs, 
Cu'eulta. Your molt obedlcnt 

l)u. 16, 177 J. and very humble fervant. 
JOM)! MORahoN. 

Anfwtr fr~m the Prtji",nt alII/ C'IlIJ(il,'December 16th 17..7 f. 
• '1"11 Mlljor John MOlrifon. 

SIR, 
By the 'HonounbJe the Prelident and Council I am diretfed 

to acknowled~ the receipt of your addrefs to them, anti to 
acquaint YOIl in reply, that the Honourable the Court of 
Direaors have been pteafed to direC\, that every officer who 
may applIChend himfdf to be aggrieved i. to lay bis cafe be
fore the ,ijoard; ~ncl Ihould it be referred to the dc:cifltOo of 
the DJreEtors, he is , remain In Ind.a until their orderb can 
he feflt thereon; for If he goes to Engl •• " tbey dedare they 
fhalllook lipan his refigna"holl Il' aD dfeaual bar agaillft his 
bcxng employed agaift. 

The Board defire that you will give due conitderation to 
this order of the DJrtaor. J afler which If you 11ilJ remain 
fixed In your determin,uion of religDing the tervice and re
wrnlng to Englan". they are tell.!Y to reCeIVC your commif
lioll', and gtant you leave to proceed according to your irLl:. 
intentions. 

For! Wt!ltalll, 
,6th Du. 177 t. . ' , 

I am, Sir, 
YOUI' m)tt olJl:dient fervant, 

W. WYJIIU Sec. 
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rlkiQus tend~ncy. \\Then a gentleman goes to bz· 
tit a, either in the fjlij"or mIlitary lines. with a 
Ffobability of ri(loOg III a c~rfe of y.ears,.it will 

operate 

-v"4I th, HIJ¥/)(trable ~hn Cartier. Elf; Pr'.fi":nt, and til, 
CounCIl'!! Fort Wilham.. 

HtlOQurable SIr and Sirs, 
III anfwl;r to a ~etter, dated DKe",.kr)6th. which I haa 

theilonour to receive thIS day a:t (Jne o'clock fr"m your Ho
noumble Board, througJl yCJUr Secretary.,M.r. H'jlJlu" I beg 
leave to point out the eftablifument. and my frand ng in this 
.a.,-; fuch as was fuewn to me on my appo~ntment. by tac 
the then Honourable Chairman, fv1r. Rf»lS. 

COLONELS, RIChard Smitb, SI£ Rohert BaWr.er,JofiphPeacb. 
LU!VTENANT-COLOWELS. Cbarles Chapman, Alexartd" 

Cbampion, Hugb Grant, Cbarles Ppnble, George ~empll.· 
.~~L~ . 

MAJou. P"""ife GalllurG, Gdhert l,.o1ljitle, ]Jl""S Mot,
gan, .l!11lhony Polzer, Dougla! Hz/I, John Cummi11s, -
E-ghfo, Jolm Mrlrrrfln, Wllkam /Jlalr. 

You fee, gentlemen. my real Ilanding in this army, is 
Jlext to Lieutenant-colonel Cummlnl; I hore YOIl ... ill not 
lhiBk thH an imagil),lU'Y g.\'icv.lnce, lUll CJO~mn me for the 
IlefolutiGm [ hflve takeR to l'Ct1arll to EJI1IIJ}I, to regain, if 
po-Bible, the raJlk I have ]oJl: if it was in your power, I am 
'I1.111y convillced 1 fhould not have OCC:WOll to uDdertakc this 
journey. , 

I 'am Corry I lhould differ in ~pinion £,om the HoD.curable 
-the Court {)f Dm:&or&, but it 16 imP2ffible for me to (erve 
in the :fituation I am now in, nor h.av!1 fortune futfu:ient tQ 
maintain me in this c~ntry tin fuch time as an anfwer 
could be received; as It is, by the time I land in E.cLutd, I 
Blall Jhave dlmindhed my priv.!.t-e fortuQe very confiderably, 
flnce I have been aptxlillted t() ~ HQJ\ourable Company:' 
{entice. 

I iequcft you will [ayout me with a certificate of my beha. 
vinur, E.5c~ d~rlng the tune I have had the hoalWf ~o lcnc 
in Bengal. 

I am.. w~ treat fefpea. 
HonolWlble Sir and Sirs. 

Cak#tJlI. Your moll obedient 
and very humble fervant. 

JOHN It'lOIlRrSOH. 
ISthpec.177 1• 

Certtfoat, 
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~perare as ftrong a fecurity for his good behaviour,. 
and he will pafs through the hampered fubordinate 
ftations with chearfulllefs and attention to the Com
pany's interefts.· But once deprive him of this 
hope, once convinc~ him that intereO: at home 
will outweigh fervices abload, you coot his ardOr. 
you render Qim cardefs of the pub-lie weal, and force 
him in defpair to grafp at any immediate oppor
tunity of impr~ving IllS fortune, however incon
fill:ent with the general good. Moneylefs merit, 
daily experience will inform.him, never attraas at
tention, whilft all powerful gold will cover a mu!. 
ritude,. of fins. To cenfure individuals abroad 

"therefore for deviating from the path of integrity is 
abfurd, whim the example is fet them here at 
home; the fountain mull: be pure if we t:xpeCl: a 
limpid ftream. • • 

Having taken my leave therefore of a fervice 
which has hitherto been conduCted on the worft of 
principles, and informed Governor Cartier (of 
whofe integrity and pohtenefs I fhall ever en
tertain the 'higheft efteern) that I propofed re
turnIng °to Europe by land, he diU me the 
honour of giving.me recommendatory letters to 

CertzjicQtl j',.,,,. the Prtjidnzt anti C'IUICU. 
This is to certify to all whom it may concern, that Ma.

jor JeJ,n MIITr'.!,,, has {erved the Honourable the EajI I"dlt~ 
Company as a Major of infantry on their Bengal milit4ry 
eJl:ablilhment £01' the {pace of more th-an three years~ during 
which time Ile has always perform~ his duty with the intIre 
approbation of llil {Ilpcrion. and has preferved tlte repllta
tion of a gentleman, and a good and <>"allant officer. 

Given under our bands IIRd the feal of tbe {aid Com
pany at ForI WZ/I,Qm, the 2¥b Deumber 1771. 

J O'1il'S CAl. T U t. 
Wid. ALDI!IlSI!Y. 

\Y. WYNNE, Sec. Jon.PH JEKYLL. 
P DACR.IlS. 

TaOI4M LAN!!. 

his 
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his Majefry S~ah AlluM, .to SZY4h ul I»w/tl, Mtl~ 
nccra ul Dowla, and Nujuff Khan *. My prinCipal 
reafons for taking the rome by Delhi, Candabar, and 
Perfia were to know Sbah Allum's .fentiments with 
regard to the propofals I had given in to the SeleCt 
Committee, and at the fame time to ma1.<.e obfer
vations on the political and commercial principles 
of the different countries through whn:h I might 
have occafion to pafs. c 

On the 20th Decem~er 177 I, I accordingly left 
Calcutta, and arrived on the 6th of February 1772 at 
the Rumna t near FyJuad, wh.!re Sir Robert Barleer 
was encamped. I waited on the General next day~ 
when he informed me that ther'e was a prob®ility, 
of a war with the MabrattorJ; upon which I pro;
pofed to him to delay myjo\.1rney~ and ferve under 
him as a voluntee. without pay; he thanked me, 
but declined my offer. 

On the 8th Sir RObert, with Szya ul Dow/a 
marched for Luclcnow ; I accompanied them. Weo 
arrived there the 13th, where having delivered Go
vernor Cartier's letter to Sttja, and to. Mll'lleera ul 
Do:wla, I took my leave on the 15th, after receiv
ing further recommendatory letters from the Ge
neral a,1d the Vizier to his Majefty. 

On the 2d of Aprtl I reached the royal camp 
near Paturgur, at the foot of the SewaltM hills; 
and next day I delivered my letters at a public au
dience. 

On the 6th I had -,he honour of a private con
ference with the King, when I firO: learned [hat 

• This is the fame l\'UJuff Kban mentioned in the treaty 
between the King and Lord Clive, infrrted page 11. He is 
ODe of the Shah's principal generals, ,;ommanding a ~y of 
3000 Moguls, his own immediate depend~t.I. 

t Rumna tigDifies a Pib~. 
G()vernot' 
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Governor·Hajimgs, who by this time' had fucceeded 
Mr. Cartier, had ftopped hIS Majefty's revenue of 
twenty~fi'X lacks, fo folemnly fhpul'ated by treaty 
to be-pald him on the fole conditton of his ap
pointing the Company to the Dcwannee of "the 
tlm:e provinces: 

To aCCOunt for this ftep, on the principtes of 
juibce, was lmpoffible'.·4< In the treaty with Lord 
Clive (whQ owes the: high eftimation he ftanqs 
in with the Indian ftates to his firm unalterable ob. 
Ifervation of er'gagt'mencf) no condition whatfo
ever is required ot hrs Majefty but the affignment 
of the Dewannee. tIe might the next hour have 
proceeded unqueftioned to Agra, DelPi, Lahore, or 
any OJher place in his domimons. Bllt be did not; 
a friend to the Englifh, he k>ught in every ftep their 
~probation. An opportunity offered, which he 
thought favourable for the recovery of his .capital; 
he requeftal the Company's aid, particular viewa 
prevented his obtammg it; he then propofed the 
attempt with his own power, when the Governor and 
Council not only confenred, but Sir Robert Barker 
efcorted him to the frontiers of the Corp, province 
with part of the Company's troops; and the revenue 
was fhll c.'ontioued to be paId till a change of admini
il:r:mon prodllcin~ a change of ideas, every pre
tenGon to jlllhce was facrificed to a zeal (perhaps) 
though certainly a very miibken one, for the Com
p'lmy's mterefl-. 

Such a difhonourable blow to the law of nations 
and to the Brittjh f,mh ftrt1{:l<: me In the moil: for
cible manner; and I could not help lookIng for .. 
ward to the baneful tendency of thiS dlfregard to 
all trutb, and the moil: fucred of engagements. 

Good faith ii one of the greatefr VIrtues of f~ 
ciety; the wadt of it throws a thade over aU rl;t.; 
reft; and ftates as well as individuals mufi: ever 

D be 
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l:e affeeted in proportion to the regard they pay to 
if. The old RomaHs owed more to thf"ir fteady at
tention to good faith, lX>th in the acqUlfition and 
prefervation of commion, than even to th~ir fu
F(,ior military abilities; and notiupg call tver give 
more imponance to the charath:r of aLlY natlOfl, 
t~an an inviolable adherence to the~r phghted ho
nour, which no imagin.ary temporal y advantage 
ought ever to 1I1duce them to fet at nGlUght.. Yet 
is it a truth, too well authenticated to be queftioned 
now~ that Britijh fa1th: 10 juftly -famed in every 
Chriftian frate, has,. in 171dza, hardly ever 'had any 
other itandard than the will o£ the chiefs for the time 
being; the mo1Holemn treaties' entered into by onc 
governor wIth the country powers having, accord
ing as ambition,. intereft, or caprice dittated, been 
cancelled by his fllcceffor WIthout the l'badow of 
rfiafon. ·Such pro<;eedings, however, though con[o
nant to the fhort-fighted vIews of arbitrary cefpo. 
tlfm, which never acts upon the principles of Juftice, 
but when forced by neceffity, muft caft the fouleft 
ftain on Brzttjh honour, which only a very op~ 
polite condLla: can ever wipe away. 

Machtavel himfdf, who confidered breath of 
publi<: faith as a mafter-firoke in politi~ks1 whm 
important and certam advantages attend~d the vio~ 
lation, recommends to his pnnce to be tenacious of 
his engagements, when it w.!s his interefr to adhere 
to them. Had therefore Machtavelzan prmcipies 
alone directed the conduct of Indta affalrs~ nothing 
co~uld llave been more wretched than the policy 
w~ich the leaders have on various occafions pur
fued with regard to a monarch, whom every idea of 
honour and real intereft intitled to treatment of a 
very different nature, and which I flatter myrelf the 
f0110wing theers will more clearly demOllfirate .. 

Tlle 
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The ;conference with ethe King 'bc:ing over, "1 

went jJy Ilis Majefry's defire to the R.Qja Ra1!mal, 
who ufed every argument t<> induce me to entee 
into Shah AliutN's fervice, which I for the prefel\t 
declined, feeing no probability from the behaviolll' 
of the Governor and Council, that any proper Uf)

derftandmg could be mediated between them. Re
folving thej-.efore to purfue my route without de
lay, I fent on ~he 9th an.arzee t to the Kmg, de
firing permiffion to leave his camp; but about two 
hours afterwards I recel'vpu a mdfage from the 
Raja Ramnat, wiiliit1g to fee UH', with an apolo~y 
that a flIght )ndtfpofitlon prevented him from walt
ing tlpon me. I attended him accordmgly in the 
evening, when he informed me that the Kmg 
would give me a carte-blanche if 1 WOI,11d .remain 
With him; hinting at the fame-time, that it was a 
rloubt whether liiS Majcfry would confent to my 
departure.. I told him I W:lS obliged to the Krng 
for his offers; but as I thouk! never puJiue my 
own intereft unlefs it coincided with that of my· 
King and €ountry, "I thought I could not, confi!\:
ently wKh my duty to either, accept C)f hIs propo
fals, unlefs I could at the fame time be in any way 
conducive to pr~ote the glory of my fovereign, 
and the advantage of my fellow ii.1t:JeCt!>; but th~t 
if the plan I iliould lay down I could be adopted In 

its full extent, I fhould then fervc lum to the belt 
of my abilities. 

Whilft thefe preliminarPes were in agitation I 
happened to go one day to the Durbar, where I" 
could not help being fuocked at the difrefpeCt, nay 
even infult with whicb the defcendant of the great 
f'amer/aNe was treated -by the brutal Mabr,attors. 

t ~r£H lignifies a leu,," or pttttio1l. 
D ~ Fired 
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'Fired with indignation, ~ haftened to the tent of 
the Raja Ramnat, and propofed, if the King .would 
f!;ive me the command of his Sepoys fur a few 
.aays, to eJCtriC'ate him from that htlmiliating fitua
tion, or perifh in the attempt: that I would im
mediately attack Paturgur, and put hl~ M~.Je{l:y in 
pOlfeffion of the treafure it contamed t ; and If Nu
Juff Khan would join me with hill Mogu]s, I dId not 
enterrain a doubt of bear.wg the lt1ahrattors in the 
ficld. I 

The Raja told me that he would confult with 
fame others of the Omrahs; and next day let me 
know the refult of their dehberatiom.. I went ac
coroingly at the tlme appomted, and found" them 
in councIl; when they mtre.lted that I would drop 
the idea of fuch an attempt, as, fhould the de!ign 
reach the ears of'the Mahrattors, they could not 
infure my I1fe an hour. It was impoffible to think 
highly of the fpirit of thofe nobles, who could 
thus tarnelt ful1mlt to the galling yoke of fuch iii· 
hUman favages, whofe treatment of their fovereign 
and thernfelves was marked with every indtgnity, 
wht;n a favourable opportunity offered or fhakmg 
it off. The prepofed attempt was by no means 
rafh; for ont bold effort, and the treafme of Pa
Jurgur, would foon have drawn thotlfands to the 
royal ftandard. The Mabrattors by their cruelties 
and exatl:.ions had rendered' themfelves every 
where the objeCts of &-eneral ~Ol ror; fo that a:ff"ec
tion for ~he King, revenge for 'Oppreffiof1~ and the 
hopes of plunder, would have operated \l.nlver-

t A fort taken by the 1,,'.brafiDn from Zab«a Khan, in 
which, according to gener:!l beltef, there was then above 
J .500,0001. Slerlmg; it was poorly guardOO, and open on ~wo 
fide •• 

fally 
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Cally to the deftruCtion ofothofe mifcreants, had dae 
profp_a of furcefs been in the leaft promifing. . 

Returning to my tent, I met by the way the 
Nabob Heddy Al' Khan, who had juft arrived from· 
t:aboul, of which place he had been Governor un
der the famous Abdallah King of Gl;ifni. I defired 
of him a route of the way he had come, as I pur
pofed in two days to purfue the fame traa. He 
begged me however to drop my refolution, as the 
whole country on that fide was In commotion: 
that having incurred the dlfpleafure of Abdallah, 
private orders had bet::n fent to the next in command 
to difpatch him, and fend his head to Candahar, 
whert: that prince then refidcd, but having received 
intelligence of his danger, he had efoped from 
Cllbou/ with 200 horfe, only twenty-nine of whom 
had arrived wIth him, the relt -bemg all j<.illed or 
defperately wounded in variotls encounters with 
the inhabitants of the intermediate provinces, who 
were all in arm!>. ThIS mformauon making it 
impoffible for me to thmk of profecl1ting my ori
ginal defi~, I detel IDmed to return by the way 
of Dell1t, Sura!, BaiJora, and the Dtfart. 

On the 14th I accordmgly went to the Durbor. 
to take leave of 'he K!I1g, when hIS Majefty re
newed the propofals formerly made me by the Raja 
Ramnat with regard to entering into his fervice. 
He was joined by his fo1l, the Pnnce ,]cwan Bulr.ht ; 
but I reprefented to them, that WItham the con
fent of his Britannick MaJWy I could not accept 
of the honour intended me; whllil: at the fame 
time, without money, arms, and mllttary flores, it 
would be impoffible now £1) make head againft the 
Mahrattors, and confirm the obedien<:e of the 
provinces. 

His Majdly then propoid that I ffiould write 
,00 
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to t:be>Governot and CCij.lOCil for arms and ftores, 
but I cb!erved th:n I conceived it by no means 
pr..obable tbat they would comply I after having 
11:opped his revenue, and at the hllne time was not 
certain whether they had powers, without orders 
.fr.orn the Court of DllcCtors. His Majefty thought 
the ftopping of hi; revenue w~s fo inconfiftent with 
dle boafted honour of the Englijh, that he did not 
.doubt but the Governgr would r);fleCt on the m~ 
jufi:ice and bad policy of the meafure; and that if 
I would therefore apply for 4000 fiand of arms, 
500 carbmes, 10 pieces of ctonon of difierent bores, 
with ammunition in proportion, he would give me 
a dukhla or order on the Company for fot!!' lacks' 
of rupees to ddray the expence; and that wlth rt:
gard to powers he fuppored there could be no doubt, 
fiS, they 'had lately,fupplid him with four pieces of 
cannon, ~rms for two battalions of Sepoys, with 
tumbrils and various kinds of ftores. To thi:i I 
replied, that, to fatisfy his M~efi:y, I would make 
the experiment, though I could not hope for 
fuccefs. 

I wrote accordingly; but notwithftanding that the 
propofals, as ~antalO~d in my letter *, appeared 

highly 

• 'To the Hp.ourabie - Raftings, !/rj; Prt'jident, and COZl"~ 
cd if C;o,k:utta. 

HODourable Sir and Sirs, 
At the earnell. requeft otthe King, r h:ll'e confented to fray 

witb him. The terms on which I have agreed is, to rai{e 
lot his MaJefty four thollfand Sepoys and £ve hundred 
horfe; hut if the terntories of the Company fuall be invalkd 
by any power what(oever, I have leave to march to whatever 
fettlement may want their a1Uftance, or to make' a divernon 
in their fayour. 

1110pe yOIl. will think this advantageous for the HonouT"bl. Company, and per~t [uch a lIumber of ofticers to re
£ill. 
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highly beAeficial tc the Company, without a fingte 
circumftance to counterbalance th.e advantages, the 
Governor and Council dicf not think proper to re-

turn 

fign the Cbmp:lny'~ fervice as are willing to enteT into this. 
corps. 

Ii it is agreeable to YOUF Honourable Board to (upp!y me 
with cloths, arms, and military flores, ready money will be 
paid for them by my agent Mr. Killican. 

The Kmg has gIVen me :I. bill on the Honourable COTI'foo 
pany for four lacl).s of rupees,. which bill I have fent to 141'. 
KtI/lI:an; two lacks ate to be laid out in arms, military ftores, 
cloth~, &c. and the other two remitted to me, £Or the flolbfiC
tence of the four thoufand Sepoys lind five hundred horfe_ 
\1 hleh are to be ralfed "immedt:<tely, if agreeable to youl'
Honourable Board. 

I c~ld cloath the Sepoys with a coarfe cloth mane here; 
'but my whole ambition IS to promote the intereft of my 
country by taking off her commodities, which makes me 
very defitoD! of beIng fupplied by YOllr Honourable Bpard 
with whatever I may want, on your OIIVn terms. • 

Such II body of men as I have mentioned, commanded by 
ElIgltjh officers, will be no lcfs advantageous to the HooollJ"
able Company than it wIll be to indivldua,ls, as great {urns of 
money may be drawn from thIS country, for the EllrOpCa1f, the 
('hum, and the fiaple commodltles of Bengal and Behar, widl 
more than a.hl1ndu~dper cent. profit; youl remitt.!nces fUTe, 
:1> the money 111JY be gwen to the K mg, or to NUJuff Khan, 
for the c~mmr;dltle, fold, and that money dedliCted from the 
trIbute p;lld to the KIng. or from NUJuff Khan's Jagui~r. 

The KIng WIll glh Allahabad as a place of arms; Alra [ 
!baJl mJrch ~gatnIt ~s foon olS I am in a condition, and I 
hope ere fil.. mOJlth, to gll'e you a good account of S01ll~ro, 

If I am 10 fottun.ttc as to take Agra, it WIll be gil en as.a 
place of ann', [0 that from Carmita to Delhi (where the KIng 
WIll alfo give you a place for a factory) will be open to you, 
with every ailiilance in my pow.r, fuch as deorts for yOU( 
bOllts, f.;i' •• G'c.-You might then be able to ,wnhdr>aw 
your troops from the Cora province and .111alMlmd, ~5 rhi' 
Corps might anfwer every purpo{e intended by them, which 
wHl fave the Honourable Company a gre:It (xptnce, as the 
&poylt tlationed there may bP. emplo; ed w!lcrever they 
maL be wanted. 
• Tlte artillery an~ nores wanted :ue in tlle iQtlofed return. 

I/baH 
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turn an anfw~r. 1 wrote alfo about the fcdne time 
to SJr Rebert Barker, a copy of which, wlth his 
anfwer-; and my reply aJie g~ven bc:low t. 

In 
J lhall take it as n particular fa\'our,.if Y"u will let me 

know as Coon as poffible the anfwer } ou are pleafed to give 
~is letter, that I may take my meafures accordingly: un
ld', I meet with the approbation and affi1l8lllce of your Ho
nourable Board, I thall proceed on my journey to Europe by 
land, 

If you will permit my letters to be difpatched by your 
Dauks to and from Allahabad, ),ou will oblige me much; 
from thence to Delbt I wrll lay harcatras, fo that letters 
from yeur agents, (Sf. may be carried by my harcarl11S to 
ud from AOab«bad,. 

If thh fcheme take elrea, I fuall give up all pretenfions tl) 
the I-J;onourable Company's fcrvice; yet you will ind me, 
llO ~efs affiduous to promote the Honourable Company's in. 
tereft, than the moil faithful of her fervants, and alway. 
ready to co-operate with her views; with {uch a force as I 
have melltioned to yqJ.Ir Honourable Board; the Mahrattors 
du'rll: not attack the Company's territories, as I fhould im
mediately fall upon their rear, or make a diverfion by march. 
ing in;o their country, 

Whatever may be your fentiments in regard to my prcfell~ 
condua, for preferring the fervice of the Emperor of Hm~ 
doflan to that of the Honoorable Company, 1 hope foon 
to convince yom Honourolble Board, that I am worthy of 
every truft you will pleafe to confide in 

Camp near Your moil: obedient, 
Nyzbabad, and very<humble fervllnt. 

7.6thAprtl Ii?:' JOHN MORRISON, 

t 'l'o General Sir Rohert Barker, 

SIR, 
Your fervant, Ftdo All~, for the Er{t time called on me 

tan night, whlch prevented me the pleafure of writing to 
you before; I ruppore he WQi the perron you Sllendoncd to 
me, who, on my arrival in camp. would wah OIl me, re
ceive my letters, and cOhvey them to you. News I hue 
none at preCent but what you have heard; the King is il;l~ 
fulted by the Mahrattors; his whole camp, I {hould rat}w!r 
f~r hi. rabble, feem ~ 1land in great awe of1hcap; th~y 

JaavQ 
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tn the mean time, till anfwers mi~ht be eltJ 

~eaed; I went to Delb1, where the. kmg arriveC 
abour. the end of July; foon after whIch. receiving 

advIce 
~ave ferud a,lI the treafllre, takeo at PNII'"K.ur~ and have
Kept the lion's lhar~ to themfelves-The Ki'lg is very de-
urous that 1 iliould ilay with h~m; r have confented on cCla
c:lltion that 1 raiff for his ute four.thoufand Sepoys and he. 
liundred horfe, and to comman~ the wh.ole of hi~ fi>rs;ee. 

The Jda,,,, of _E.{\nn COUrt ate fcarce tonceivable J if 
tne King does no~pprove of ~y terms ill a few days, I 1haU 
pro(eC'ute my jour'ney til EurDpe. 
, Th~s moment 1 heat E/lljh KhJZn (a '{rakeel. or aF.t .. 
from StJ)1Z UI Dow/a to the King) 11 !topped by an order 
f.-om the Mabrattllr chief.; they have ordered him Dot tGI 

.arrive ~n camp before two of .them. whG are gone to waJh in 
\he GaRgIS, retutn; they win be abrent four days. I with 
to God 1 had the command of four battalion. of good dif
"iplined Sepoys. with eight fix-pounders, I would challifs 
there plunderers for the a.fFronts ofFer;d to the KiRg and to 
tlfjtl 11./ bowla-Wherever thefe villains have been flier 
have ddl:royed evrry thing, and left the poor inhahitant$ 
only their eyes to behold their own misfortullc$, ane .. 
weep over the ruins of their country. 

1 am, Sir, 
Camp near 

PII.1turzur. 
Your mdll: obedient 

hllmble fervant. 
JOHN MftR.uoN. 

F,.om General Sir Rob'ert Barker, 
SiR, ' Camp at Shahabad. April t40. 1772. 

I have received your letter of the 18th inftaot. alld am a. 
lIn1ch furprized at the content~. as 1 am forry for the con-: 
.lirmation of the daily report$ from thc R,oyal EnC'ampment. 
that you were folh:Iting for a command at troops in hi, 
Majefty's fervire, a circumftance which I muft own r ~ould 
iot credit j yet all fuch an imagin1rjr advantage lia, formed 
in your mind. 1 dow talte the lib"etty to cOn\municate to 
you my opinion of the meatnre. and prevent, if pallible, 
your charllflet and reputation from fulFering the difgracc 
fhat mud inevitably enme rrom your profecuting it. 

In julllcc to th, opinion I entertained of you as an OBiter 
~nd a GendemaD, whilft in this ferviee, I could not credit 
tilt t.tpo#t, botalife by {uch • pr,-:edun:. aftel\ the nrany' 

E aJS~ 
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advice fr()11l my Correfpondents at Citkuttll of the:: 
refolutioll of the Gov-ernor and Couflcil; neither tp' 
-.nfwer my: letter, nor to pay the Dllkhla, which I· 

had 

ami pofitive profeffions of your journey bein-g to another 
intent. and by which only you obtained permiffiE>n to un~ 
dertake it,. you would utterly bla!!: every profpeCt of advan
-tage and honour ill your future life-time; yOIl would for
feIt YOlu-veracity in iu moll: recent degree; you. would de
viate from, the character YOIl had bithertp with reputation 
fupported. by ranking yourfelf amongO: the greatell: IDlf. 
creants of the creation, wlw are necefiltated to fly theu co
lours and country for the worft of crimes--¥our hopes of 
a return to this fervlce determmately ruined. and your 
ftanding in the fervice of your own Royal Ma!!:er rendered 
precariou$; as a friend let me then defire you. to reHetl (e., 
riouily on this matter before you enter d~eply into it; but 
iliould it appear to you dlJferently • .and you rdolve upon 
the undertaktng. I am p<>finvely perfuacl.:d the confeqaeRces 
will be excellively dUagreeable: to affect you more than 1. 
have already pointed out is fcarce 1y pollible-That you 
will be remanded back immedlatel;; is an undoubted coq
{equence; all<i it will not be in the power of hIS MajC"fiy, 
Shah Allum, to detam you, unlefs a war happens; and r 
need not point out to you in that cafe the 0pIQion whiCh. 
the world Will too readIly conceive of your coaullCt-I hope 
you Will denve the benefit that I wilh for from thefe opi-
llion5, ' 

An<l am, Si:. 
Your moft obeliient 

humble fervant. 
1"0 John Morrifon, Ejq.; R. BAR.JCUU 

'fl) G811erai S,r Ro1>ert Barker. 
SIR. 

I received your letter of the 24th inilant. In it YOII fay" 
" you was as mu.ch furprized at the conteot-l, as you was 
4' forry for ,the confirmation of the dlUly f1:porls froJ,ll the 
'c Royal Encampment, that I was foliciting £or a camllWla of' 
n troops in his Majefry'. fervice. a ciTcum~ wlUch ),ou 
.~ muft own you could not credit." 

Afttr deliv.ering my lelters to his Majefty SJ;J,JihM" he 
.ften elCJllc4fcd hi~~n.eJl.de1ire {Qr·my fiarai with lJim •• j: 

(I01l.1Cnted, 
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:tua tranfmittea to my agent, 1 immediately pro; 
.poled to ltis Majefty to -mveft fhe King of Great 
I1rito,jll with the' fovereignty of Bengal, fJehar, and 

OrijJa; 

eonfented on the t~rn\s which I wrote you, whkh are nei
ther dilhonourable to my country or to myfelf, al aR .officer 
()r as a gendeman.-I proffered my {ervice to .his M/iljefty 
without pay for a time, I .bad no,ijniller viows; glory is my 
greatell ambitiGn. 

" Yet as fue!. an imagin1l"}' advantage has formed in my 
,H mind, YOllcommunh_att> to me your optnion of the mcafure • 
•• to prevent if pliilffible my chatatler and reputation from. 
"4' fu&em:g the dlfgrac," that ruulllnevltably enfue from pro
.. {ecuting it." 

I know not what opinion may be formed of me in the Eatt, 
.from~he fiep I am now t4kmg. But I am (Ilre 1 ihall meet 
with the generous approbation of my King and Country, for 

:having the refolution to ferve a Ktng, who is tnfulted daily 
by wretches who are unworthy to appear before hIS ro) a1 
-prefence, and a KlIlg under whok ~ufplces' the HonoutabJe 
.Raft Indza Company hold their terri tonal acqulfition~ • 

.. In jufiice to the opinion you entertained C1f me, as an 
., officer and a"gentleman, whilA: in the Company's fervice-, 
.. you (ould not credit tlfe report, becaufe by fuch a proce. 
4' dure, after the many and poiitive 'ProfeJIion~ of my jour-
4' ney bein~ to anather lntent, and by which only I obtained 
" per~ion to undertake it, that I would utterly bJatl: every 
.. profpeCt of advantage and honour in my fl,lture life-time, 
" and that 1 thould forfeit my -veracity 10 It£ moil reC'eI't 
.. degree." • 

Your ~ood opinion as my Gener.aJ it wasmy ambitJon to 
·obtain-rt was what I always had fro[1\ evety o~cer I had 
the honour to [erve under whilft I had rbe hono!)r to Cerve 
1l'IY King an.d Country.-It is true, J always profeifed, and 
was Jirmly rcfolyed to profeciltc my ~ourney to Eur{ljle by 
land, Itfld C:lmtinued 111 that rt'folution for fome d . .tys after I 
arrived bere-till 1 faw his Majefty infulted by the Mahr4h .,s. thofe natllral eno:mies of the Emperor and the Campa. 
lly.-I then offered my fervice-and by thar fervice I fhould 
,more dfe&uaUy ferve the <;ompany tban by any dung I 
.could do in J.!mgal, as I f}tall hAve it ill my power to cou.n
,conti: any fchemes the enemies qf the Company may take to 
;tidl*il{s ,IW-.-As to my obtaini;tg pennimon (0 come up the 

E ll. ,country 
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Gf'ij[a; to permit the Eo) Inditl Company to et: 
~bli{h faCtories all over the Empire, .and to trade 
duty free on all expor~s and imports j ih crmflde-

ration 

SIOuntry, they couJd 1IOt prevent me, hilt by ordering the 
Princes whofe country' I was to pafs' through to forbla my 
entering their territorles.-Nor can I fee my veracity wlU 
{uffer fef having changed my refohltion to fo laudable a pur
pofe.-I beg leave to :dk you, if you never changed a ref6-
lution once taken [-If you 'nave not, yOu are' more than 
man . 

.. You far I {bould deviate from the chzraCl:er I have hi
" therto with reputation fupport,d~ by ranking :nyfelf 
,. amongft the greatcfl: p1ifcreants of the creation, who are 
,. necefiit:m:d to fiy their colouts and cOUntry for the wodi 
" of crimes." ( 

This paragraph requires an explanation.-Or. if you 
lUean by my f.:rvices l-obtaiTl the rank of an Omrah. I ihould 
rank wlth.mircreanu, I {hall do no more than what yau, snd 
ev~ty officer who hu Obtained a command In the Company's 
lorces, have b~en ambitious of . 

.. You fay my hopes of a return to the Company's fervice 
~. are dettrminately 'ruined," , ' 

I agree-l gave up that profpea when I ff)rmed the gene. 
2'OUll refolluion of fupporting to the Iltmuft of my power ni-
(ulted majefty. I t 

" That my tlanding in the fervice of my Royal Malter 
.. is rendered precarious." ,J 

To the Secret8fY at War I have w,o~ {or his Majelly's 
permiBion to fray-and to my Noble Patron Lord North for 
his appro?ati~n of my conduct. Without the 'con(ent of my 
Royal Mafier, and the approbation of my friend, no lucr!
tive confid~ation whatfoever {han oblige me 'to by in the. 
country. 

" As a fo._, you defire me to teBea feriol1fiy on this 
.c matter before I enter dee~ly into it; but, ftlolJJ.i it appear 

." diJferently. ami I refo]ve upon the- undUftking. you are' 
.. po1itively pcr{lladed,the cODfequences will be ex«flively 
f' dif~r~a~le.'· 

Your fri~ndJhip l {hall always eHeem, no~ would I KIndt 
the good opinion, of a rea] friend to gain the wor}d.~I af
fure you I have refietled ferionfly on the matter~ 'llld I am 
'etermiD~d to lay till fuch_ ulIle as I have an &ntwc,r to Drf 

lettel;'~ 
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ratitln of which his Britannick Majd~y to fecure .,. 
,him the ~it-rent of twerfty-fix lacks of. rupees, a~ 
mpulated by the rreaty of t 765, fend h1m ~o,ooq < 

ftand of arms for Sepoys, ~o,ooo for cavalry, can-

letters fcnt to the Governor and Council: if they do not 
approve of my fcheme, I intend to profecute ~y journqr-if 
they do, I tball then fend my letters to Lord North and to 
the Secretary a.t War, by an EurojJean, who has undertaken 
the journey for an hundred pounds paid him in Lo"t;Io", Oil 
the delivery of my.ctters. -
I .. You fay, that I ihJ.ll be remanded b:l.ck immediately is an 
rc undoubted confequence, and it will not be in the power 
.. of his Majefiy Shah ADu", to detain me, unlefs a war 
" happens; and you need not point out to me in that cafF 
" the opinion the world will tOO readily conceive of my 
.. , conduCt." 

Pray. Sir. by what authority has any man a right to or
der me back ~ or do you dunk I will obey fuch an order r
No Sir, r will not -It is true, the iron hand of oppr.effioll 
lIlay feize me, but r dare its utlroll pewer.-If r nave dooe 
'any thing againft. the laws of my countl y. I am amenable to 
the law all my recurn.-But you (eern to threaten the viola
tion of the Jaw of natIOns. and not fufFer a king, in his own 
country. to accept dIe tervtce of a man, who through cOtn
»affion to his dillreffed fituation, was willing to flcrilice his 
eafe, his real idvantage, to a diftant profpect You plofer
fed to me a friendthip for his Majdll Sbah A{lum, and de
fired me t1, acquaint him, that you could not take any reft 
!inee you have been abfent from his NIajefty-From yflur 
prokffion of friendJhi? I expected to have met with your ap
probation. and thought by {erving him I ferved YDU. as well 
as the C~mpaDY. as I look u~on the King's and Company'a 
intereft to be Infeparable. . 

1 am forry, Sir, you could conceive fo mean an opinion of 
me, as to think I could be capable of cornl1\9"Jlding troops 
againll the Com~ny, or to aCt an, way a\;ainft her interelh. 
No, Sir. I WIll always maintain what I have hitherto {uP., 
ported, the chara4er of a man of honour; and I defy ma
lice herfelf to tax me with a crime that a gentleman wou14 
ee ailwned bf. 

~amp ne~ NfJihaAAd, 
1<9tb ,Alml J 77 2. 

I am. Sir, your moil obedient 
humble fetvant. 

JOHN t-iOa.,.UON. 

non , 
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nOD and ftores in pro?orcio~ with Britifo officers 
co take his whole army wnder command. 

Thefe propofals were immediately agreed v>; and. 
00 the ~oth of Septeinber his M:yefty gave me a com
mimon as commander in chief of an bis forces raife<! 
and to be ral{ed, exalted me to the rank of an Om-rab 
-of the empire, by the title of Najir ttl Dowla bahader 
.de/awar JU1fg, and appornted me Ambaffador Extra.
ordinary and Plenipotentiary to the Kiag of Great 
Britaill *~ 

Having 

• An idea. as I am infermed; has been the {uhje& 0( 
fame difcllHion, how far 21:1y man can OffiCl.1te as an Am
b&/fador froRl a forelgn potentate to the Sovereige of hw 
native (;ountry; but farely tlm"e, cannot exift tlte flightcll: 
foundation fOf' filch a doubt; or, even if there were, ought 
.any difficulty to arife fram it. Where the objeCt (}f an em
batfy is. of {ufficient im ponant::e, the expedi~ncy of the 
meafure ought to cr.eate a pTccedenr, were there none to 
llave recourfe to; more particularly with regard to the 
Prmces of 4fta, with whofe languages we are fo lIttle ac
.quaInced, and whofe fubjects have no howIedge of our 
Europlan tong.ues. But even on this head bund.cds of pre
c.edents could he given in the hiftory of al~QI1; every nation. 
fuE~~. " 

I fhall not dwell on tbe int1:ances of DLnlinalfWol/ey and 
tJe la Pole, Mr. Pelty, and innumerable other inftance~ of 
the Pop~'s fending {tlbjacis of the vtriolls nations in Europe 
as l~gates to their rcfpeCtive courts; but we lind Gstjiavu3 
Adolphus andhi. fuccetfors employing rail Dyck, HugDlie GrDlJt. 
eama-anus, Delphlqlle Earl of Dona, Yand1!r Nobl, lAd va
rious other Dutchmen, as EmbaR"adors to the States of Ho/16md. 
We find .I1hraha11f Sirolzen a Polallder rent by Sel,,,, Empe
ror of the Cf'urks to Si8J/tllond Augufus, demandllJg a paf
{age for his army through his dommiolls, 0'11 their ma-rch 
againfl: the MuJcorulw. We find BarlbolQI1f6'W df, CPIIM' a 
Frenchman Embatfador from the Great Tur/r to H",ry IV. 
We find the Baih1f de Four"in, Grand Crofs, the Comman
der de &UVrt, and the Commander de HautvtOe. then' a. 
~ieutenant-general in the fervke of Frf,lJlce, ~t at l1i~nt 
JUnes to LOJiJ xnr. and XIV. as 5mbaJT.dofs froRl ,the 

Cr.1nd 
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lIaving received my ~redentia1s in the mett 

ample form, 1 applied to the Kmg for a fum. 
of mOfley to bear my future expenees, as well 
as to indemnif~ me for thole I had already in-

curred~ 
Grand MaR,r of Maltll, and receive« with great llat.e. 
without the moft dlftant objection with reiauon to their 
place of birth; nay. even one Auger a player on the lute ... 
be1l1g fent Ambatrador from the Parliament of Englani 'to
the King of Franc" though thi1i great Monarch confidered ill 
liS a high infult, he did not think hlmfelf authorized by the 
law of nations to rejeCt hun; he overlooked therefore the
meannefs of his origin and profeffion, confidermg him 1'101 
as his fubjeB:, but as a public mlnifter. 

To crowd inftances would be endlefs and unneceifllfY; 
but th. cafe that appears mon In point (the Embaffy of 
·Mr. Shirley from' Shah Abbas the Great. KlDg of Per:fi~, t& 
King James 1. of England) containing a variety of cunous 
partlculars, I Iball tranfcribe the relation en.tire from 
II/uqllefort's Trt: . .mfe on 'fhe Ellibajja'or mJd hIS FMtJOzAtJ .... 
and with that conclude my remark, on thIS fubJeCt. 

" Shah Abbas, King of Pe1fia, was one of the greateft. 
Pr~nces that ha~ reigned for many ages. He had two power
ful neighbours, the Emperor of the 'tllrks. and tbe Great' 
MoglIl, Emperor of HmdoJlan; and he was in perpetual UD

eafinefs on acrount of the firlt Tn free hlmfelf thereof, anti
to give fame divernon to the crl'rils, he had fever;!l n,egotia
tions in nToft of the Chriftlan Prwces cQurts. He employed' 
there particularly two brothers, ARllony and Rohert Sblrll). 
who beIng of a faml~ connderable enough in England, and
.havmg provided a fufIiclent fund to defray the expenee 
of their voyage, Cettled themfeh es ill the court of lJiahan
l {halt fay nothing of the eldell, who quitting at Yemce hit 
quality of Embaffador receIved there !:eveta! dlfgracel; hu, 
Ro!Jert, afler having been employed to the Emperor. and at 
the court of fever.!! other Prilt£es of Luro;., paired iato 
.ingLmd with thlt quality of Embaifador from Shabo Lng 
JIiIlW matie h'm bl! co'Ve .. ~ and refpeCted in his fub;ed tM 
4lharader of Emba1Iador. Shirlej returned thither in tho
)\eM 16~3. with the fame ql1ahficatJon, aAd was a.v,.i.n. 
~reated after the fame manner. He was dothe.:l, after Ule 
,,~ manner, and being conduCled to audie.nce by tIl • 
• a.r.I of agJef~9J. and bv the Matter of the CCJfJDOniea, an"-

h4.\Qaa 
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~t1rred, when it waS fignified to me by N a"ob 
HeJ!um ul lJowla, the ~eput} Vizier, that it wai 
his Majefty's pleafLlre I 1hould carry the Dit~bltZ fo; 
die foor lacks of rLlpees to England, and de
thand payment of it: ftom the Company; with which 

he 
JJaving paid his rerpC:'cts arter tne r'ttrkl/h manner, he roof 
()ff his tttf'hant and laid it at the King's feet; but the KIng 
caufed him to take it up ana he cover~J. Some days aftet 
lie had audience of the Printe of Wales; but he did not 
there f'l much as eKer to touch hiS turbant, notwithfiand
lng the Prince put off his hat as {oon as he taw him enter 
the room, and m.ake Ris fjrj[ bow. He was there actual1;i 
(lJhen Krng- Jamu died. While he liaid at London there 
happened a very extraordinary thing, that might have 
obhged the King to exert Ilis jufilce towards hls {ubjea-.. 
\\140 did not {utficiently verify his quaTity of Mindler ~ 
There cattle into Eng/alta a PtrJialt, whofe name was Mllg
Jlgbeg, who likewlfe took upon him the quality of Emba{. 
:fador; aDd who whe~ lIe pre/cnred his letters if (rufenel', 
naintained that thofe of RDbert ShIrley were falfe and fuppo
fltitious. Shtrley being defirous to clear this matt!;r, and 
make out his quality, went to the Pnjian, liaving with him 
:fome of his rrlatlolls, who were to be witne1fes of their in. 
terview; but the Petjian, tnRead of returning Sbzrlcy's ci
vtlity, took his letters, Hung them on the ground, a'ld 
gal'e him a box on the ear; and put him theC'eby fo much 
OP't of countenance and beyond reply, that the E~lzjh took 
6ccafion from thence to make a very bad judgment of the 
fincerity of their kinfman. MagJtgbfb wrote to the Xing ot 
Great lJrtlab" that having the honour to be the Emba1fador 
of a Monarch in friendflllp with his Majeil:y, he took the 
libertt' to defire from him that juftice. wHich he would not 
;efufe to the lea11: of his fubjects: tnat being arrived in this 
kingdom. he had been informed tbat a certain penon, wh~ 
took upon himfelf the quality ofEmbafi"ador from the Schtuh. 
hi, mafter. had the vanity·to fay be had" rharried a relation 

, of his Highrtefs: that he was fo incenfed at the iDfolence of 
thi. difcourfe. that he could not forbear mewing bis refent
menl': but forafmuch as it behoved him to- juftify his pro.:
ceeding to tbe court of I.f;aba1J, and that in order thereto, 
it was neCt!G"ary he fhould have authentic proofs of the ru':' 
mours Shirlcy had fptead. he deftred his Majefty would be 
pleafed to oroer him an BUtilflltic copy th:ereof. The K!ng;, 
wh'Om it (;~nterl1ed ~o know the uuth of \he _Inc .. , might' 

~ 
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b~ could not entertain a qoubt of their complying, 
efpecially with the interpofition of the known juf
'tice of his Britannick Majefty; whilft, at the fame: 
time, it would Qemonftrate how much agamft the 
law of nations and the honour of Errtain their 
fervants had acted in ,the violation of fo facred a 
treaty. 

On the 15th of OElt;ber I took my leave, and 
and reached Chjn/uro on the 5th of December; from 
whence 1 wrote to Governor Hafttngs t, but as he 

have caufed a very exaCl. inquiry to be mllde of the fame; if 
lIot by his ordInary] ufbce, at leaH by 'his CounCIl, if he 
.had bilieved his junfdlCbon could have reached hl~ fubJetl, 
notwitllitandlOg his quality of Mmlfter. But he would not 
meddle in it, and wa. contented to fend the one and the 
other home in twO dllferent ihip~, that the KIng of Perjia 
might hlmfelf be judge of the diiferfnce, <,nd regulate the 
fame between two perfons, each of whom took upon Ifim 
the qualtty of his Mmliler HI! fent a perC"n ot quality 
along with them in another ihlp. to bring him an account 
after what maRller the dlJl-eren e ihould he decIded at the 
Court of ljpaban j but they all died in the vOytlge." 

t 'l'o the HO"'lIrllhl~ Warren Hallings, E.ftJ; Go'Vern~r if Fort 
\Vlllldm. 

SIR, 
His MaJefly Shah 1flum, Emperor of Hlndoftan, has been 

pleafed to honour me With the ~ppolntment of his Ambae. 
fador to the Court of Great Bntaln; he has a1fo given me a 
letter of credence to you, acquamting you with my apJ;'otnt
ment. 

Before I enter Calcut/a, I demand of you, whether yeu 
will receive me as an AmblilTador on my way to the Courl: 
of Grrlll BrIta,,,, a nd I f you WIll-allow me to proceed in the 
irlt !hip bou~d. to Englalld. 

ep",forllh. 
~ff. 6, '771.. 

1 ;.m, Sir, 
Your moR obedient 

humllJe fervant, 

JOHN MO&IUSOIf. 

F did 
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did not favour me with an anfwer for {enral days, 
and then did not acknowledge my character, ad .. 
drdIing his letter limply to Major John Mwrifon. 
I returned It unop<!ned." I afterwards applied to 
Mr. 'Ilaflmgs to forward two letters to the Duke of 
GraJton and Lord North in the Company's packet 
by the crriton, both of which he thought proper to 
return. 

Finding it therefore impoffible to expect a paf
fage in any of the Company's 1hips~ I then entered 
into an agreement with the Commander of the Ca
rolina MathIlda, Danifh lndlaman, and paid into 
his hands 2000 rupees; but was not a lu:tle fur
prized, ten days afterwards, to rrceive a lettfi from. 
the Dantjh Captain, which occafioned the corre
fpcnclence. inferte.cl in ~he ncres t,. This very fin-

gular 

t 'To - Morris, EJ~; Major, at Roughly. 
SIR, 

I am forry to inform you that the Gentlemen of the Coun
cil of this place have prote/l:ed againtl; your departure on 
baara the {hip Caro/me Mathdda under my ~om01and ; In 

con(eqllCncewh.eleofI cannot, as WIllingly as Iwould, accord 
you the pa/Tage: I {hall return you the money paid. I hope 
'Iou will cxcufe me, not beIng In my power without expo[
lng myfelf, to act otherWlfc:. I have ae honour to be, with a pcrfctl: elleem, 

F,.t",.jcallagor~. 
the zSth Du. 1772. 

SIR, 
Your moll: obedient 

hummlc fervant, 
D. BAGOI • 

.,.. tIN Htl1'OIl,.able the Go'Verno,. and COlln(11 of th, Daniih EllA 
IndIa Company at Fredricanagote. 

Gentlemen, 
I received this moment a very extraordinary ~ter from 

l-1r. D Bagge, Captain of the Caroiu..a Mathi/tla. 
He acquaInts me that you have protell:ed agaiall my hay. 

ing a pa/Td.ge on board his lhip: thLS appears to me the more 
4FnraOrdlnary, as he d~c:ared to me, WhCD 1 paid him for 

IJI~ 
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gular ftep', there is reafon to believe ptoceeded en. 
tirely from tbe reprefentations of Governor Haft"!' 

ings, 

my pa/fage in th~ Governor's houfr, that he was indepen
dent of the Governor and Council of St,am/Dre, and that I 
had no QCcUOIl to apply for leave. 

I now declare to·you my public charllal!r, that I am 
Amba1fador from his ImperIal Majefty Shab dllum, the fle
fent EmperorofHt.dr1lafl, to the Court of Grea.t Brttalfl. do 
cherefore hereby demand your reafon for protelhng .. And hav
~Qg now declared-my public charaaer (of which I can give you 
lnconteftable proofs) I farther demand of you liberty to prtl
ceed in the fald fillp. agreeable to my contraa with the Cap
tain; a refufal of which will be a violation of the law of Da

tions; and, in confeq uence, on my arnval in Entlatld. I wiIl 
lnlLke a pubUc protell: agamfl: you to the Court of DmmarJc. 
I exp!fl your anfwer by the bearer; and am, 

Gentlemen, 
Chr,qurill, Your mot! obedient fervant, 

25th Dec. 177'1.. JOH~ MDIlR.JS~N'. 

ro D. Bagge, Commalldt,. 0/ the Daniili for} Carolin. 
Mathilda. 

SIR, 
I received yours of this date, informing me that the Gen

t]\UTlen of the Couoct! of Fredtrzcanagore have protded 
agaln!l: my ieparture on buard. your !hlP; that YOIl call not 
gIve me a paffage; and that you will return llIe the monty 

You ~ull remember, whcn I paid you the money I aik,ed 
you whether it was neceffary for me to apply to the Gover
nor and COllncil of'i'Strampore, to permit my paffage 1 yoll 
Anfwered, there was no cx:cafiQn, as you wa$ entirely in,4e .. 
pendent of the Governor and CounCil of Stra~p"t • .a~ gave 
me a receipt for the moneYI which I have, and wll1 not pMt 
with it, nor receive the money back. I therefQre inlill aD lhd 
JlCrform;t.nce of your engagement. otherWlfe depend upon ll. 
that I will on my arrival in EI'Igta"d protc!l: agp.tnl1 Y0!ol. ~d. 
lay the matter, with your letter, before the Dlltltjh 4maaH'.!dor. 

I am, Sir, • 
Cbmforllh, YOIl, humble fervant, 

25th D,c. 17'71... JOH"" MO\l.ltlSON. 

P. s. Should you comply with yOllr a:reelllent, I will in .. 
4emiufy yoa. Jail. Mo.alSoN. 

F ~ F"D~ 
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ings, as five of his Jlar.·arahs were attending, as 1 
was informed by my Chubdar who delivered my 

letter 

FNm tht G~l!rnor Ilnd Gouna'! if Sirampore, z6th DI(tI1lb" 
177Z. 

SIR; 
Yefierday evening we received yons, where,n you ac

quaInt us that you have received. as you exprefs }'ourfclf, a 
very extraordmary letter from Mr. D. Bagge, Captain of the 
Da"ijh lhip Caro/ma Mathilda, whereby he has informed 
you. that we have protefied againfl: your having a pall"age On 
board his fhip (NDtalldum, not his, but the DIl1tijh .!aj1 India. 
Company's) anQ that it appear~ to you the more extraordi
nary, as tbe Captain, as you fay, upon paying him the mo
ney for the pdll"dge, has told you tbat he was indepen· 
dent ofthe Governor and Council of Stramport, and that you 
had no octation to apply for ledve. It is not our bU~De(s at" 
prefent. a6 it ferves to no purpofe, to enquire into whlth'er 
tbe Captain hali told you fo or not. Suppofe even he has 
told you that he was Independent of the Direaors of the 
Danifo Et1/lnJta Corrpany, it can by no means alter the 
cafe. 

Sir. for JU~t granting you a pa{fa~e on the Danijh Eajl/". 
Jza Company's fhip Caro/ma Mathzlda, we have our partiru
lar reafons, and they only can be demanded of our fupe
riors, to w,hom we folely are anfwerable for our conduct. 

You have pleafed to declare your public charaaer as Am
balTador from his Impenal Majefiy Shah Ailll1ll; we want 
110 incontefiable proofs thereof, we will take }Our words 
therefore, .as it is not the quefilOn. Pray did you agree 
with the Captatn 10 that charader or t}lat of a private gentle
man r You demand now tirft in the Char.der of amball"ador 
of us liberty to proceed on our fhip: we, as reprefentativea 
of the DanzJh Eajllndla Company. are very forry that we DOt, 
without leave from our fuperiors, can grant you your re
quell; and how far that may be regarded as a violation of 
tbe law of nations we will leave to all who know the prqper 
fcn(e thereof. 

F,.,",icAlIfIIgor" th' ,6th Die. 177%. 

We are, Sir, 
Your humble {ervants. 

o. BIQ. 

J. L. 'IX. 
CIU.I •• Jt1tl'L. 

r. 
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letter to the Governor of Sirampore, till his anfwer. 
tontaining a pofitive refufal of my going on board~ 
was feakd and dlfpatched~ 

III 

f', Mr. D. Ba8ge. ~omm,mder ~f tbe Carolina Ma.thilda Da
mfh Eaji }nd,amafl. 

SIR, 
You was pleafed not to anfwer my letter, I now demand 

of you a categorical anfwer, whether you wIll, or not, re
ceIve me on board the Carolma Matbllda, and gIve me .. 
pa1Tage to DCflmar~: agreeable to your agreement, for whick 
I have your recelpt-I am th'U~ far on my way to the {aid 
1hip, and /hall proceed to-morrow morning, without YOII 
gIve me an abfolute refufal under you r hand. 
On board my Budgerow, 1 am, Sir, 
~p06teFrta'ricanagor/, Your humble fervant. 

26tlt Der. 1772. JOMK MOU.ISOfto 

!T'D John Morrifon, E./y; 
SIR. . 

I have yefterday informed you, that the Gentlemen of tll. 
Councd of this place have protefted againft your proceed inc 
on the Dllnijh Eaji IndIa Company's /hip CarD/mil Matb,laa, 
under my command; in confequence whereof I cannot 
by any meana ac~ord you the pafra.ge: you will be pleafea 
to remember that you have agreed with me in the char3tler 
of a private trentleman, now you appear in the public 
characler ~ an Amba1Tador, which alters the cafe. II fOil, 
when you demanded the pafi'age hath informed me thereof, 
I ihould have ma.de no~reement with you, b~t left it to the 
Gentlemen of the COG nell : I have been {o far deceived. I 
have no further to add, than that your pafi'age-tnoney is de-
peuted in the hands of L. F/~, Efq; the Chief of this 
place, and am, 

F,.,.kI/ltl6g«Y, 
the z6th Dec. 1772. 

SIR. 
YOllr moft humble {ervant. 

D. BAGGE. 

rll MI'. D. Bagge. Call1lllllltll,,. "./ th, Carolina Mathilda Da
Di/h Eajl /"JII'_. 

SIR, 
Y04l Ally think to "Tail fourfell under your (appo{ed i,

IlCIJ:U(O of my public charaCtu, or chac I am. not the real 
peno. 
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In conrectuence of thefe VariO\1S man~uvres, 

which 1 fubmit to the public without commen
tary, I found myfelf under the neceffity of enter
ing with my fervants as foremaftmen on bdard the 
Bo'tltnkir/ur polder, Dutch Indiaman, bound for the 
Cape of Good Hope, allowing the Commander 
1200 Rupees for his table, and an exem~tion 
from duty. On the 16th of January I accordmgly 
embarked. and on the 30th of Mtlrch arrived fafe 
at the Cape; where falling 10 with.the Pigot, Eng
Itjh Eaft Indiaman, commanded by Captain Rich
ardfon, I applied to him for a paffage to E1Igland. 
Though an entire {hanger, he receIved me with 
that politenefs which ever ddtinguifhes the gentle
lnan, and entertained me in a manner fo genteel and 
hofpitable, as will ever challenge my remembrancef 

whllft no confideration could prevail with him to ac
cept of the fmalleft acknowledgment in renU11. 
When we arrived at St. Helena, being amrious to get. 
to England, the Captain (who was under the ne .. 
ceffity of remaining there for feveral weeks) re
commended me to a paffage on board the Green
flJich, then ready to fail, and on the til 8th of 1mz' 
I arrived at Plymouth. 

Havmg thus given the leading lines of my con .. 
duCt from the date of my arrival in &ngal till my 

per{oD who agreed with you for a pafJ"age on board the c.
rDtinR M4tbiltiR, for whjch I have paid you two thou{and 
4r~#t.Ru~. You writ me you have dep06tcd the paB'~. 
moaey ... ull L. Fix. Efct; the Chief; there it allY ~ 
fOr me, for I aff'ure YOIl 1 {hall never afk. him fot it, he 
JU.11 proooed .unit you in {.eh a Janner u you. will hav.c 
c:au{e to repent. 
On board my Budgerow, I am, Sir. 
&.t~.i,ht, loa'dock, Your IUlIllble r.r.ant. 

aCidl pu. 171". JOH1II Meu.x'IOlf. 

rtturD 
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return to England, I c~ only offer as an apo.. 
logy for the apparent minutenefs of the detaIl, 
~d tht too frequent introduction of myfelf~ the 
neceffity thllt ap"earea to me of obviaung reports 
whIch had been circulated to my difadv,anuge, 
Accu1ed of refigning the Company's iervlce with ... 
out permIllion, repairing to DeIhl in a dal1defiine 
manner, and there carrying on negotiations of a 
dangerous tendc;ncy, I hope the candid publick 
will pardon the anxiety I ought to h.ive, to fet the 
motives for my behavIOur in a very oppofite point 
of view .• 

I flatter myfelf, therefore, it wIll evidently ap
fX!ar, ~t from the firft ccnc(ptlon of the ddign, 
through every ihge, I conftantly communicated 
the clrc\.Jmftaoces as they aroie to the Company's 
kadlftg {ervanes; and that no tra'Ce of my condua: 
.can,POInt Out a purfUlt . f private VIews, that could 
in any manner be conftrued as IncompatIble with 
the general good. However much tht'refore I 
may refpett the Governor and CouncIl of Bengal, 
mott of wh~m I l"now and eHun~ as lndivlcil1al'l, 
I never C~ thmk It candId, howevd much tilde 
gentlemens polItical fenriments may hJ.ve diffrered 
from mme~ to glVe authonty to tales~which they 
"'-new to have no fo\mdatlon; or to tranfmit to the 
Court of Dm:tl:ors a tranfiatJOn of the King's letter 
on the fubjed of the propoied alliance, in which 
pafi"ages have been Introduced which his M~jefty 
neither wrote nor conceived. • Wa,ving however all 
further thought on thefe merely perlonal conlider
atlons, I 1haH now pro<..t'td to the principal objeCt 

. of this pubhcatiot)s.v.hich IS to fiate the advantages 
which p}uft acque to Great Brttam In confeque1lct 
of the propofed alliance; fully perfuaded that if J 
fio not carll. cofl\tiction to -eveer unprej'ud!cai 

mlOdf 
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mind, it muft arife from the inability of the a.dvo
cate, more than from the weaknefs of the caufe. 

How far the trade to the Eatl: is adv~ntage. 
ous or hurtful to Europe.' how far the acqui. 
ution of territory has had a promotive or fubver
verfive tendency to the real interetl:s of the Engltjh 
Eafl Indza Company, are topicks which may amuflS 
fpeculative phllofophers, but can never teriouny 
be brought mto dlfcuffion with 0 relatior to any 
propofed arrangement of India alfalr~. We now 
are fovereigns in thefe regiom, and fovereign!. we 
mull: be, or naves, or nothmg. An unlooked for 
and fingular coincidence of clrcumftances placed 
before us empire or annihilation. The egeniu!i 
and ftrength of mind of a Ciz'iJe could not hefitatl! 
a mom.ent; and a handful of men, who to-day had 
nothmg but hoftne ground on whICh to tread, in 
the courfe of a few revolving funs faw provinces 
fubdued and princes fUIng for protection. To ft
cure therefore fuch important acquifiuons, which 
now we cantlot lofe without {hakin~ the pillars of 
the Bri/tjh ftate, IS certainly an obJe& which me· 
rits the attention of every man who hoafts the 
fmalleO: fpark of patrioufm, there being hardly 
an indwidual in his Majea,'s kmgdoms who 
is not lmmediately or remotely interefted in tho 
event. 

On fuch principles, therefore, let the fyftem be 
jufUy weighed, and not haihly condemned, tbough 
it may not reach pdfecbon. Should the poftlive 
advantages be great, the contingent oQes probable; 
fhould honour demand It, fafety require if, hu
mamty call loudly for it; {ho111d the whole be in 
a train to be carried into execution, unattended bv 
jmmedia~e or eventual expenee, and the greatelt 
and moil: perman''''t benefits be tl}e undoubted 

confequence" 
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oonfequence, without a confiueration in the ~{h. 
mation of a fcruple to thr~w into the oppotite 
fcale, I muil thInk that it claims the higheft atten
tion irom the candour and good fenfe ot my coun
trymen. 

I now proceed therefore to flate the propofals 
which I am irnpowered by Shah Allum the Great Mo
gul to offer as rhe bafisof an alhance with his Majefty 
the king of Great Brtlain, and flull afterwards de
duce the confequenees which may rationally be ex. 
pected to follow rhe ratification of the treaty. 

Iit. Shah Allum propofes immediately to inveft 
his Brrtanr.zck MaJeily, his heirs and fllccdfors, 
with the abfolute fovereignty of the bnbdom of 
Bmg;/, llnd the provlOces of Bebar and OrUJa. 

2dly, He propJfes ~1:o evenwally tl) inve1t his 
M,~eil:y with the foverelt;nty of.pal t of thll D.-calt, 
and the Concan, v. hICh wdl UnIte in one great com
pact body rhe B'lttjh fettlemenrs In lhndojian. 

Sdly, He WIll glVt' the E'lg/?jh E(jllndza Com· 
pany pennlmon to e1t..lbh!11 t .lctones 10 .my part of 
hi~ empire, which, when tr.mqU11hty l~ reftored in 
confeqllenc~ of the prupofetl tnary, n'ult not only 
promote-a vail con~llrrpn~n of Brtttjh commodl~ 
ties In H,tldrfitm, ~Jt al{() (upply the caravans from 
Candabar, Cach~mlre. 'rlbo, and othtr plales 111 

Pe1jia and 'Tart(1)', with Woollen Cloths, a'nd other 
,European artlcks, v. hleh are wdl adapted fur thuit: 
northern l.nitudes. 

4thly, Shah Allum, in re~rn, wI(hes only fur 
the fnendlhlp o~- tLe 1':11:;; of Great Elllom .. 
and a certa.,' IILIlT ~>.:r of lJrtl;jh uJii.cers to dl
Clplinc and cou~m.\fid illS tr,J{)p~, With a prl'r( r 
fupply from the CUl.r:my of .ill kin~s of filllit.uy 
ftures, in lieu of tl-.e arrears of hi:. Icvmuc ;~'> 

fettkd by the treatyof H6s. f'p:::n 
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From the abov~ groundoW'orh, 2nd the conff"

quem arrangements, the moil: fall1tary effects muft 
fo')n be experienced, flowing chiefly from that 
Breareft and moll: lOe1hmable of bleffmgs, pe-ace. 

Almon ~ver fince the Per}ian lQvalion, this pa
radl(e of the world, as it is Juftly called, has been 
torJ1 to pieces by the ambmon and jarring inte
relts of the great men; the want of power and au
thonty In the head, annihilating aU fubordmation 
and obccilence 10 the members of t~e ftate. 

In the general confurlon, at the iarre time, arif
ing from the Intriglle~ of the Oml ah~, number:. of 
low-born adventurers have {tal trd lip, whofe only 
obJcB: ha<; been plunder a.,d deva{tatlon~ Not to 
mention hundreds of mferior note, we fVld an 
Abdut lbLiallab, a ll1enlll tervant of Nadzr Shalo, 
collectJrs by degrees .1 nllmerous army ofbanditti, 
and p iIeffing bl'llftlf of the kIngdom of Gh~rni, 
lymg bttween PfI'jia and HmdoJlan: we behold an 
A!Z"verdy Khan (uncle to SuraJtl ul DowJtl) flom a 
Hwkardar or pIpe-bearer to the S,lUba of Bengal, 
ufurpmg at length the foverelgn power; we fee a 
SelJdar ]lIlig (f.lther to SU.JCl til DowlqJ a f\'lgjti~e 
from Perfil?, became Nabob of Oud; \nd a Hy
der Naig, from the mean rank of C(Jrporal of French 
Sepoys, lh;king terror m~o ,~ur fettlemcnts on 
the Coromandtl coait, forcmg at 1aft the Prefidency 
of Madras to fubfcribe a moft mglorimls treaty, 
and now enjoying the ufurped dominion of fome 
oJ the findl: provmces in Btndofian. 

In the courfe, however, of thofe lhides to power, 
murder, rapine, famine, horror of every kmd, have 
overfpread the face of the whole country. To 
enumerate dekripti.rms of fiaughter cannofpleafe; 
a fingle fpecimen only I {haH beg leave to intro.. 
duce from Cplone~ Dow's Hijlory D[ HmdojJa1l, 

wlUt:h 
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wnich ftrikingly fuows to what degree of barba~ 
rous. depravity mankmd can defcend, when un
curbed by authority, and impelled by avarice 31'1d 

a thirft for pb~er. 
" Thefe fatbons proved fatal to the unhappy 

"Delhians. Abdallah laid the city under heavy 
" comril;>Utlons, and inforced the collecbon with 
" fuch rigor and cruelty, that the unfortunate 
~, Inhabitants,· driven to defpalr, took up arms. 
" The Perfian ordered a genetal maffacre, which, 
" without intermlilio'1, lalted fur feven days. The 
&< relentlefs Douranmcs· were not even thell glutted 
" with !"rauo-hter, but the ftench of the dead bodies 

• I:> 
" drove them out of the city. A great part of the 
" buildlOgs were, at the lime tIme, reduced to 

", ailies, and m:my thoufands,. who had. efcaped 
" the fword, fuffcred a lingerIng death by [amme, 
" fitting upon the fmoaklOg rums of thclr own 
U hou[es. Thus the impenal city of Delhr, which, 
" to the days of its glory, extended ltfdf feventeen 
" crores In length, and was f,lId to contam two 
" millions \)f people, became almoft a heap of 
" rubblfh. 

" The miferies of the unfortunate Delbrans were 
" not yet at an en~. The Mabrattors, who now, 
" without intermlffion, traverfed the empire for 
~, plunder, advanced to p"rtake of the fpOlls of 
" ])dbi with Abdallah. JtncoW and Alalharrow 
" accordingly occupied the. ellvirom of rhe city. 
" The Ptrjian marched out agalOft them, and 
" both armies joined battle at a place called Mu
" gella ~ucltz~ tWO crores from the depopUlated 
,. capital. T~ Mabrattors were defeated, and 

• The tribe. f1f wJdc:h .J/Jlilzll"h u Chief, arc iiifHllguiJbfd 
)y diat DalD~. 

G 2 purfued 
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" purfued two hundred and fifey crores fr{)m the 
" field: but they, In the mean time, gave Ah~ailah 
" the flIP, turned his rear, and fet Ol1t in full 
" marLh for DelhI. The DourannieI, however, were 
.~ fo clore ro thelf heeh, that, before they could 
" attempt any thing againft the city, they were a 
" fecond time oblIged to retreat. 

" In the mean time news arrived, that the Mah
el rattor ChIef'S were advancing WIth another very 
" numerous army from the Decan, with a profefied 
" defign to re-eltabhfb the ancient Hzndoo govern
"menl. B1Jwafs Raw, Baow, and Ibrahtm Cban 
" GharJi, commanded this force, which, inq,epen- < 

" dent of the army of Mahrartors, whom Ab
" dallah had already defeated, confified of on~ 
"' hundr.ed thoufa,nd horfe. The M('hcmmedans 
" were [truck vdth terror; (hey thought It necef. 
" fary to j(Jm Abdallah~ to fnpport the faith; Suja 
" ul Dow/a, w~o had fucceeded hlS father, the 
" infamous Set/dar fung. in the provlflce of Oud .. 
" Ahmed Chan BungzoJh, Chief at the Palam and 
" all the petty Chidtains of the Rohilfru, haften~d 
" With their torces to Delhz. ( 

" Thf" Mab1 attors had now ent-ered the terri· 
" tories of the 'jates, and fufi1moni'd Raja Sou .. 
" rage Mull to jom them. Though Sauroge Mulls 
c.~ as a Hindoo, wifhed for the extirpation of Ma
" ho,mnuufm in ind,a, he was too Jealous of the 
" power of the Ma'fottors, to obey their onkrs. 
Co' Enraged at his obltInacy, they carried tire and 
" fword through hIS Jommions, and compelled 
~' him at 4ft to join them with fifty thoufand men. 

" The Mahrattors flOW conlift:ed of two hundred 
"thoufand horfe~ and the MabQmmedans, whom 
" Ahllltt Ahdallah commanded in chief, of near one 
" hundred and fifty c; "houfand: Tho eyes of ali 

" lndi. 
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" India were now turned towards tl1'e event of 
c. a }Var, upon whte:h depended, \\hethet' the 
., (upreme power ihouJd remain with the M1-
" hommedans, \lr revert agam to the Hl1Id()()J. 
,. Upon the approach of the A1ahrattors, Abdallah 
.. evacuated Delhi, and, havlOg crolTed the Jllnma, 
" encamped on the oppofite bank. 

,1; The Mahrattors Immediately entered the city, 
" and filled e!very quarttr of It with devaftation 
" and death. Not content with roGblllg the mire
•• rable remams of Abdallah's cruelty ot eVt'l y thIng 
" they pofiefi"ed, they finFprd all the males and 
" females quite naktd, and wantonly whIpped 

"H th~m before them along the ftreets. Many now 
" prayed for death, as the great eft bltffing, and 
" thanked the h.md which II1fl!Cted the wound.
" Famine begun to rage amo~r; the unfortunate 
,. citizens to [m.h a der-:ree, that [(,en fled from 
" their dearen fnend<. <:s 1", uill bt:al1.s of prey, for 
£, fear uf their bemg UU:IJll'UI. MallY women 
" devoured their o",n Llulnren, while fome mo
~, thers, 01 more humanity, were it-co dead in the 
u ftreet~, with mfants frIll fuck ing at their br~da~. 
" - But now let us draw a vul over this fcene of 
" horror." 

Such therefore being the melancholy fituation 
of thafe diftreifed people, alternately the v'J(~bm3 
of the avarice and brutal fury of thole tygers 
in human fhape, no wonder that they pant after 
tranquilliry, and anxioufiy Willi for one fove
reign lord to protef.t them againft a million of ty
rants. 

The idea of the Britifh power has made a ftron-g 
lmpreffion on the minds of the inhabita,nts of Hin
JojItm. The ferv.nES Qf the. Company· they confi· 

dOl' 
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cler as- fo m-any princes t, that Company which can' 
1ule' {uch pnnces they look up to WIth aw~ and 
reverence; but the KlOg of Great BTt/am, the fo
vereign ruler of fuch rulers, they' conceive to be 
fome being fuperior to human nature. 

The mere reputation therefore of an aUi.mce be
tween his Britanmck Mcljefty and the Great Mogu! 
(and I could ft.lke my head on the event) would 
operace hke an eleCtrIcal lhock, fly lIke l.lghtnmg 
from the moll: northern dependency on the throne 
of Delhi to Cape Comrmn, and awe the proudeA: 
chief into obedIence and fllbJeCbon. The lIttle 
Rajas~ whofe dominIOns are now laId wafte by the 
greater robbers, and the various tribes of u'nhap
py exiles; who, hunted from place to place by 
cruel marauders, (,annat find a fpot on which to 
reft their weary limbs, wuuld all flock to the royal 
ftandard, and unite in crufhing that deftruClwe 
anarchy which .has unhinged all government, and 
deluged their country WIth blood. One compaa 
body, thus movmg with digmty and firmnefs, would 
foon eftabhfh an authomy which th~ moft un
doubted right unfupported by power can 'lever ef
fettuate, in Hmdoftan efpecially, where principles of 
honour and patnotifm being fmt little kno .... n, 
and defpotifin the fyftem of rule adapted to the 
genius of the people, fear becomes the only feell
ray for obed.ence. 

Iiere it may not b~ improper to bring into one 
I point of view the various certain and probable ad. 

v,antages which may be expeCt€'J from the pro-

+ " 1 met the Britifb" (fays Mahommti 41, Kl$n, the Na
bob of the Cllr."tu) .. Wlth that opennefs which they love i 
.. and it is lAy honour 81. well as my feC:llrity to be the aUy 
.. of a natio.n compored qf ftlncei," 

pored 
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pored arrangements, and then endeavour to fupporc 
:~he whole by undoubted faCts and ObVIOUS rearon~ 
mgs. , 

1. "That an a11iance 'with fome grf"at power in 
HzndcjJan feem~ abfolutely necdlary to crea.te that 
balance of power wl-llch alone Cdn etlablilh tran
qUIllity, and gIve a breathlng-tIIne to the labourer 
and manufatturer, WIthout whICh the commeice 
of the Company mllft fuon mevltably be ruined. 

2. That nOl}e can pronllfe more 10 pomt of pre. 
fent [<lfeey and advantage, or fururs;: tbbl1iey and 
profpemy, tha!'l chac WlllCh IS now propofed WIth 
the lawful and dlknowledt:?ed hedll or the empire. 

3. That Ie Will operate reciprocally In throWing 
fl:ren~th, authOrity, and n"hes Intu the hands of 
the contrachng powers. 

4. That the firmnef'i it will give to the fove
feignty of the Guo! Mogul Win bring the'tnbutary 
Soubac;, R.l},S, and other ftates, IOtO the old cheln. 
nel of obedKnce. 

5. That the revenue anfing from thefe tributes 
will enable Shah ..IJI/um to keep a pe . .n army con
ftantly on~ ioot, whlch, by bel11g tOmmanut:d by 
Brttt/h ,rfrilers onl), muit be confi"t'ted 111 ev"ry 
refpeB: as a Brtt1jh army m the lviogttl\ pay. 

6. That tim a.my will be re..ldy at all tlme~, on 
applicatlOn trom the B; Itjh Governor general, to 
furOltb detJ.chments, Owuld ur lettlementi> he at
tack-ed either by fo' t Igners or natives. 

7. That thl.;' clothmg anJ' other European necef
{~ries for thiS army will i.nmedwdy amount to 
above 200000 I. tllld may foon exceed 500,0001-

per anunm, to bC' furnifhc::(1 by the Company. 
8. Thlt ah mqeafe ot revenue to the Mog.ul 

might ioon enable him to remit the twe-nty-fix.lacks 
payab1e,from the Dewannec of Bengal, w:hlCh muft 

otherwife 
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Dtherwife be conftantly paid, or Great Brtt.iIJ, for .. , 
feit her honour by trampling on the law of nations. 

9. That the Company will be allowed to efta
blHh fa8:ories, WIth high privIleges, wherevet they 
choofe, and to trade duty-free in Qis -Mogul MaJe
fty'. dominIons; whiUl: the Immediate trade to 
Delhi muft open a vent for Brittjh cornmod,ities to 
an immenfe amount, with the certaInty of an an
nual increafe, when peace and the eafy colleCtion 
of the f.;h t~'S revenue {hall prom9te commerce. 
and a circulation of calli. 

10. That an extenfion of trade to the eaftern 
and northern provinces of Perfia and the fouthern 
{tates of ?:'artary, through the Mogul's dommions 
and the Indus, amounts to a pr<Jbabllity bor.Qermg' 
upon certainty, and muG: prove highly beneficial. 

1 I. That the Company wtll immediately get rId 
of that chim which the Mahra/tors mfilt they have 
a right ro, called the Chout, or fourth part of the 
revenues of their.terrltorial acqUlfitions, and which 
will ever fllrnifh thofe reftlefs marauders WIth a 
preten~, fupported by the appearance Qf legality, 
to plunrlf'r anei diftrefs their fetdements. 

12. That the Company WIll 10 every rsfpett be 
placed in perfett. fecurity from their determmed 
and irreconclleable enemie'l, t~ Mahrattors, Hy
der Alz, and the Nzzam of the Decan. 

I!. That Bombay, which now depends even on 
tliofe Mahrattors for provifions, and upon Bengal 
for money, would, in conftqllence of the acqulfi
tion of the CONcan, attd the unInterrupted tra~ of 
the IndNs, become one of their moft Hounlhing 
fettlements, inftead of at prelent proving a dead 
weight on the Company of at le-aft 200,OGO I. per 
IU'1'Ium. 

J 4. That in place of being cootidered as fl
vaqers 
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"iders of l1indojlan, this alliance would convey to 
his Majefty a legal, juft, and undifputed title to 
feveral of the nobleft provinces in the empire, and 
give a- new fpring to £he trade and internal hap pi
nefs of that wi d.-extended empire. 

15. That it will, at the fame time, put<til entire 
nop to French intrigues In Hindojfan, from which. 
fooner or later much danger may otherwife arife. 
Suja ul Dowla is at beft but a forced friend; fdf. 
prefenratiun ke:ps him for the prefent in quiet, 
but hi5 chief favoutitc:~ and leaders are Gmtil, 
Cbe'Valter, and other native!; of France, who only 
watch a favourable moment to recover their loft 
don"llnion, and annihilate the Bnrijh power ib.. 
"Indta, 

16. That it will bring above two millions yearly 
jnto the treafury of Great Britain, withoL1t taking 
a fin~le rupe!: in calli out of Hmdoftan, by whicn 
admlOiftration wIll be enabled to make great pro
~ref9 in finking the nafional debt, and reheving tho 
1ubjeCl: of the taxes moil: oppreffive to the manu
faCturmg Foor. 

17. Tha& it will give new vigour to the declin
ing ma~faCl:ures of Britain, but in a particular 
manner to thofe of the clothing counties, as well 
a~ to Birmtngbam. Manchefter, Sbejfield, Nor'lliicb., 
&c. 

18. That the Company having toen nothing to 
art~nd to but a il:eady application to commerce; 
and the ruinous expenee of a military eftabli!h. 
ment being then no longe .. neceffary, their debts 
would in confequence be loon extingui1bed; and 
'their own dividends, inftead of dwindling to no~ 
thing, would <;In the moil: folia principles cx~ 'in 
a few years 'the mott fioprifil1ng period af their 
own or anr foreign frock. . . 

,Ii 19. That 
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19. That the whole can be arranged upon the 

~ft fimple as well as the mofi: equitable prin
~~ptes, and the particular advantages to Govern
~ent and the Company be entirely compatible 
,with llniverfal good; whilft the e(yftem of Indta 
government (which like the Gordian knot is at 
prefent too difficult to be unloofed) would be put 
upon fuch a foUd bafis as to render the management 
as eafy as that of our WeJl India iOands. 

20. That no undue feverity Will he exercifed 
againfl: any of the cou~ry princes, nor any aCt of 
"power put in force which the general fafety of the 
whole does not appear to require. Hyder is an 
ufurper; he ml.lft be £hipped of Banga/ore, thl': 
tea-port of MlJngaiore, and fome other important 
places, of which he has robbf'd the lawful owners; 
CO whom, in order to preferve a proper balance, 
they might eitlier be reftored on certain conditions, 
Dr, if the poffeffion would be of greater importan:e 
to ~, an equivalent ,given them in fome other 
dilVd The power ot the Nizam, an~ the arifto
tratr of the Mahrattors, Qeing alfo circumfcribed, 
and all of them obliged rea ¢arly tb pay tribute 
for the territories th<:y are allowed to llold either 
from the King of Great Britain or the 1l1ogul, 
. there would not then temain th HinJgflan a prince' 
.. f1f .PGwcr fufficient to difturb the general tranquil-
1lti; and the fmaller {tates having then nothing to 
4read, the armies they are now under the neceOity 
of (up~ing for their fafety, which drailll their 
treatuflP., and drives them to oppreffive elftQr
tiprtS. would then of courfe be diibanded; th~ 
wg\iId1JeC!ome rich; thcir tribute they' CIluld I p'ay 
with cafe J their people would return to their la
bOur' and mal1\1f"atlures, and the contraft whi~h 
,they muft foon perceive betWeen miferv and hap-

pinef. 
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~tnefs wO-uld attach them in the ftron~eft m,ann« 
to the contraaing powers; whilft indivIduals, find· 
mg tnat certilin fixed unalterable laws became the 
guard'ans of their pr~n:y., they would blefs the 
influence whidl. had d\fpdled that inhuman anar
chy. .and maae the arts of peace .to iHe up irOlQ 
amoAg the horror.'> of war. . 

Laftly, That as Shah fillum in his prefent ntu .. 
cion muft ever remain a dangerous, though invo
lunLary engine.in [he hands of our foes., necefiit;y, 
found policy, every regard [0 prefent fafety ami 
future proiperity call loudly for an experiment, 
which can be attended with neither d.anger nor 
expence; WIthout enlarging upan the humane 
·idea t)f giving permanent peace to perhaps .fifty 
millions {)t people .. 

Having in the fo.regoing at'tides given the pri.,.. 
dpal heads of the beneficIal confequences, whi(;b 
may be hoped for from tbe propofed alliallfc, l 
(hall now enckavour [0 illu1lrate fuch of duim .. 
I?ay appear to re"uire a more complete iave1llg,.
tlOn. 

Peacet that firft and moft imporrant con'd~ 
von to a trading country, and to a body whqfe 
only object ought.to be an extenfive commerCt~ 
Jindit'turf>ed by attention to po!fticKs and wt-r, can 
never be hoped for, circumftanced as tne InMlJ 
Company has been, and mull: cont~ue to be. un· 
lefs a manly and a radical remedy is imme<li~ 
applied. The changes mlr Ii run upon the 
Dames of their CAiefs. from Governors and COUA<
cils to Select'Com~tees, from there to Supervifqp, 
JUldfrom Supervifors toCOuncils-gcncral; but ~ 
fure; not' men, mult be the obJea, or w",t. ~ 
fIlV,R ~ ~ the C~lf'S motto~ 1"hi 
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The principle! of every Government oqght to 
reR upon the fimpleft and the broadeft bafts. ,They 
ought ro be fuch a .. men of moderate abllitie,:; can 
(:Ofldud: with eafe, and which, even knaves and 
fools, when raifed to rule, cannot -greatly injure; 
for metl of fuperior parts appear but [eIdom, and 
men of mtegrity are not always to be found. Man
kind we muO: take as we find them? not as we 
might willi them to be; and every arrangement. 
which looks forward to ftabihty, mflft be adapteq 
to the level of the mlllion1 not to the genius of the 
few. 

Is the prefent fyftem of India government eftab
lifhed on fuch a foundation? Can it raife its head, 
amidft the almoft unavoidable jarring of fadlons, 
and the diffenfions of injured mdivlduals? Can it 
renore tbe affair!> of Htndojlan, fbould one half .pf 
the Company's fervants ctmnterad: the efforts of 
the refl:? Are all the aCtors men of [pperior parts, 
feverc;,inregrity, devOId of paffions, jealoufies, and 
private views? Have they no fortunes to make, 
no dependents to promote? Have they no unjuff 
preferences to glVe] no fuperceffions lll'their train 
t() fow the feeds of difunion and refentmen~ ~ave 
thty the intreJ?idity of a Cltve, the addrefs of a Pan· 
filtart, the atfive vigilance of a Ptgo! ? Or can they, 
amidA: 'Ill the lpxury of the Eafi, breathe nothing 
but Spartan patriotifm,' abftinence, and felf-denial e 

SI;SJ:h men, if itlCh men have been fpund, may 
!or a feafon prop the tottenng fabric, till bending 
under the unwci.lay l&ld, one rude bla1t involvn 
the whole in ruin. ' 

To.be completely convinced that the above 1s 
!Jot merely declamation, Jet us tak'e a ilight view 
Of th! deftruttive fyftem which has prevtikd ever 
ft~ a 'toqTmercia} Company becaine mttamot~· 
_. , phofeq 
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phofed into that triple-headed monfter, a rovereign
military-merchant. 

Md,liras, for near thirty years, h~ hardly ever 
been twelv~ months together at peace; Calcutta, 
fince the overthtow of Surllja III Dow/a, has c6nfi
qerably improved upon her example; B9",};"Y to 
tpe heft of her abilitIes has fhewn a willingnefs not 
to be behind hand with her fifter-fettlements ; and 
could Rencoolen any how have contrived to follow 
itch !hining p:ttterns2 fhe undoubtedly would not 
have been the only exception to the general rule. 

No N what have been the confc::quences of there 
military movements? Iiave they all been founded 
.on neceffity? Has the CQmpany's prefervation, im
rnedia\ely or contingently, been the tonftant mo
tives for thefe wars; or have any of them been 
wantonly created to fatisfy the ambition .or ava ... 
rice of individuals? One of thefe pofitions mutt 
certainly be true, and either of them will fuffi
dently demonftrace the danger of perfevering in 
{pch a perqidous fyftem. If the Company has 
conftantly been and frill remains expofed to the at
t~c~s cif n~rous foes, it becomes furely highly 
neceifarfnow to ~ook around for fome general and 
permanent fecurity. Whilft, on the other hand, jf 
t~e Company's fafet¥. and advantage have been l 

often' but fecondary objects to the views of private 
men, the reafoD is equilly forcible to remove in
dandy every caufe that may in future have a ten
dency to produce fuch baneful eff'ed:s: for what 
Ius invariably been' the fyftem will ever to con
lmue while the fime defeCts remain, and the fame 
~nciples operate; 'the ftronger India" .Princes. 
while 1Jl1aWtd by fuperjor~uthority~ will ev'er'cfu1h 
~~e. ftaker; wbilft thoCe 'Who 'are' more ~~ ~ 't'tvel 
«m dattrt ENnptd pnwers to enabl~ titrin to t:le-

ftroy 
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{troy their rivals. Splendid bribes will be h\m~ 
out,.wbich OUf leaders may not always have virtue 
cAough,to refift, and the Company's real iliteteft~ be 
tOA onen rent headlong to ruin, to aggrandiz~ am· 
pitious individuals. 'Vher~ fo mailY indepenJent 
powers exift therefore uncontrollled by any other law, 
'than their own fuort.fighted views, how impoffible 
muft it be to expeCt tranquillity! their fears, theIr 
avari<:e, their contefrs for fuperiority muft keep 
them ever in alarm; armies upon armies muff be 
pe~tually in motion, laying the country waite; 
the labourer to avoid deft:ruCtion muO:: turn [01-
dieJl; manufaCtures mu{\: droop; revenues decline; 
treafuries be drained; neceflity then will urge to 
war, and the plunder which rewards the conqueror
sive him only a thirft for more. 

To keep the Company's fervants unconcerneti 
during fu<:h commotions is abfolutely impoffib1t". 
Threatnings upon threatnings may be hung out 
in terronm by the Coun of DireCtors; but expe
rieQCe has dearly Jhewn that it is their'inferu;>f, 
their P'>0rer dependents only who tremble at their 
frowns; whim thofe in the hlgher linrs have not 
fcrupled to fet their mandates at dtfiaice: yet 
fuch are the charms ,of Aftiuence, that puniihm~t, 
nay ev;en cenfure, wIll ever {brink at her IIp'proach. 

T.he late man~uvres 00 the CQy()mM,,(lel coaft 
anfl at Allahabad I am not fufficiendy informed 
5lbo.J.lt to judge of with precifioo; report how", 
ever fafs tha~ Jhe t,*ing of f(anjour has already 
prCK4Jc,d ~ mifpnderitandillg between Us aug our 
cUd and. hit~rto faithful ally the Nabob of Arc., , 
and. the fprrenper to ~1iIj4 u/ DOW/II of 41ltJWmI 
Qd the CQrtl }?rovince (cooed and gual1ntiep by Ui 
,p the' King) 1$ not Qnly another blow tG the laY( 
of patiops,jbut adds frdh ftr~nO'th. {Q OQC of eli'll" 

I • ' ""1:)" ~ 
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nloft oangerous and moft powerful neighbours. 
A few lacks of rupees indeed, as the Company's 
proportion, have been hung out to amufe the Stock
holders at hOn}e. whilft every (word that is drawn, 
every wanten deviation from thac fteady juftite 
which alone can make us really great, is cutting 
down the tree to gather tlte fruit, and muft pro~ 
fatal fdrerunners to ttill more fatal con{equences. 

But let us }lidt" for a moment from our eyes tbe 
naked [word which, fufpended by a hair, hangs 
over the Company's head: let us view only the 
rnoft chearful fide of the landfcape, and let Us 
fancy the happieft effects which can poffibly be 
expeited from the gentlemen~now appointed to the 
fuperintendency of the Company·s affairs in the 
Eaft; let them have all the virtues I have a1r'eady 
figured them to be porrett of; kt the gendem~n 
already ~here (many of whom by the fuperceffion 
of the Council-general and their fuite are now CUt 
off from every hope of independence) not only 
throw no oppofition in their way, but, iooking'with 
indifference on their own private intereft, co-.opt
rate"'n ,v:ry meafure for the benefit of the Com
pany, the utmoft PQllible ~ that can be ho~ 
for even from thi,great ulmrtatum can only tie ftic 
in the Company's own diftritb, whith, jf propetly 
rdleCted upon, muft be after all a poor, an Uftim~ 
poriant, and a tranfitory confideration. 
T~ trade of every country can tlourith only in 

pro~n tQ the fit\latiQll of toore flates which 
furroul1d it. The riChes atij:! commerce of _ 
~ti6n derives its pripp~l r\lpplies from the ri~ 
~nd ~Bl~rce of itj neigbbours; ,and no_~e 
~~ ever" ca.rl!- tbeir<d'aae anp ind(l~ -Vt!f+lfar, 
lI~rt ~e ,a.djac~lJt diO:rids arc the fQCQts 4>£~Ujr
.oanfrh. plunder J '" and- car~a:ge. 

&n1111, 
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Bengal, Bebar... and OrijJa are po1feffed of no 

mines _ their former riches therefore flowed en
tirely from their trade with the furrounding and 
more diftant provinces of the Empire; it was this 
trade which enabled Bengal alone 'before the Pfr
jilin invafion to remit to the Emperor's treafury a 
tribute of 100 lacks,. befides the immenfe fUlns 
the Sou bas and Dewans referved for themfelves ; 
and to the lors of this trade, together with the 
other never-failing attendants upofl anarchy and 
war, is it owing th~t the revenues are now haftening 
faft to a total decline. 
, It is evident, therefore, that even the profoundeft 

peace, and the moft falutary regulations in the Com
pany·s provinces alone, never can recover that "calth· 
and that trade which they have loft, unlefs the fame 
tranquiUity is extended to every comer of the em· 
pire: for Ihould Great Britain frill look on with an 
eye of indifference. whilft Hyder Ali is defrroying 
a number of little ftates cn the Malailar coan, 
whilft the Mahrattors and Abdallah are either lay
ing wafte or threatening with defolation the pro
vinces to the north and weft, all el'ternal com
merce but that to Europe muft totally ct;afe; and 
the trade being then confined entirely to internal 
barter, fo far from offering a ptobabihty of advan
tage to tbe Company, muft. throw the balance fo 
much againft her, as evidently to make it in a little 
while too ruinous to fupport. 

Can any thing tnore ftrikingly confirm the fore .. 
~ing obfervarions than a flight view of the decline 
Of the revenues from the year 1766 to 1771, with 
the immenfe increafe during that period of the 
Company's exprnce? Mr. SJkt~, in his letters to 
the SeleCt Committee, reports the revenue to 
amoUnt ui 199 lacks of rupees; taking this ~ 

fore 
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fa,e as the O:andard~ which undoubtedly in timeJ 
of tranquillity and good order, the provinces could 
eafily yield, obferve the progrefs of the revenue 
and eXi'ence in the inverfe propottion. 

REVENUE. • LACKIi. DUBtiRUMENTS in Bengal, 
civil, military, (5',. LACKS. 

1766 to 1767 196 1766 to 1767 99 
1757 li6S 131 1767 J7GS 108 
17611 1769 192 1768 1769 u6 
1769 1770 161 1769 1i70 130 

I~O ---\ 1771 w- 154 1770 177 1 13+ 

What conclufions muft we draw from the above 1 
in the year 1766 we obferve that the revenue 
exceeded the expence nearly irl 100 lacks (about 
1 J2 50 ,0001.) wh!lft in 1771 thtS excefs we find 
dwindlM down to a fifth part, or about 250,000 1. 
W hat further decreafe may have happened fince 
that time I cannot precifely fay, haVIng ieen no 
regular account; but, from information which has 
probability to fupport it, the revenue at the lail: 
balance had fuffered another diminutlOD of twen
ty.five lacks more; fo that even including the 
nventy-fix lack.s, which has been unwarrantably 
flopped frolD Shah Allum, the Company then had 
ohly a fLlJl>lus of twentr-one lacks, or 262,500 1. 
(at 2 s. 6 d. the rupee) to defray the inve1tments; 
to r.emit for the tIIeficiencies of the other fet
tlements (that of Bombay alone exceeding at a 
medIUm zoo,ooo I. yearly) to pay the intereft of 
the bond debt (amounting by the laft accounts to 
1,271,25'01. twhich at the rate of 8 percent. is above 
] 00,000 1.) to anfwer the additional exp~nce of the 
Council-general and Judges (about 100,0001.1 

more) and various other fmaIler incidents, with 

,f ExcluliV$ of neat 1,000,0001. of atrears now due &0 tho 
MogIII. ' 

. 1. which 
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which it' is unnecefi"ary to fwell the account; a rum; 
fQ totally inadequate, that the unavoidable confe
quence mtlft be an increafe of the bond debt, tdl 
the furplus revenue not being equal even to de
ff'aying the lOterefl:, it is eafy fOr l:~mtnon [cnre to 
draw the fatal conclufion. 

The Courts of Dlreehon and Pl"oprictary may in; 
t!he mean tirne aillLl~e thernrdves about the reduc
tion of klme pounds in their freIght-account, and 
dlfcufs a. few fuch problematical que(llOns as; whe
ther the private tn'.de of their :ea-fervants is or is not 
detrimel11:al to the CDmpany's intereft? bur, tho' a. 
proper attentlOn t'J ceconomy is 111 many c.afes cer
tainly laudable, pen~e and farthlOgs are, after aU, 
but forry confiderations, when millions are perjcfuing; 
and their very exif1:ence is at ftake. Confined ideas 
ought never to govern great bodies; an indlY;dual, 
whofe hour upon tbe fiage of hfe is circumfcnbed, 
mufi: adapt filS operations to hiS time, his views, and. 
111s abilities; but a great body ought to look. forward. ' 
and never facnfice important, certa .. J, though re
moter advantages. GO the inveftigatlOR of tnlles, or 
the indolent gratIficatIOn of the prefentt.hour. 

Before the malady therefore is paIt all'power of 
art, let ParlIament and the DireCtion jam thell' 
1kLll; the remedy at: prefent ojs eafy, but delay
muft nun all. Let therefore all puerile appre
henfions and little jealoufies giye w.ay to manly 
confidc:.nce; the umes demand it, Me objeCt is 
great, and Will well reward their pains. Lee not 
therefore the Direchod hang ollHiheir paltt:y parc/l
mene when [uch a game IS at ftake. A charter 
granted to a Cummercial Company muft virtually 
lofe its bc:ing, whel) that Company, haymg betQme 
fovereigns, are tound l1nequal to the weight of 
governmenl. Fattious declaimers and fpecula ... 
rive reafoners will ever difp1ay to the people that: 

8~i-bcar-,r 
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ibog~bear, the power of the crown; but the indl{. 
jpenfable cOlluderatlQn (and I am fupported in my 
opinitm by Colonel Dow, Mr. Smith *, and every 
able writer on.India affairs) refts now entirely on 
.this point~ whether, in the dread of a rl"mote and im
,probable contingency., we flull wfh upon our ruin? 
Qr, which IS the {lme tlung, governed by irrefolu
:tion and procrc;frl!1ation, lay Lupllle1y hy", till de-, 
Il:ruchon IS at the- door, and nothing remains but 
unavatlmg complaint'i. and wifhes for the recovery 
of loft opportunity? 

From the whole therefOTe the following filort 
• axioli1s may be clearly .ded L1ced. 

I it, That the EI1.gL~1h Eafl Illdza Com pan}' can
:not exift under the plt1~nt fyHem of government •. 

zdly, That the dlablifhmt'nt of a get,eral1:ran
,quilhty only can refrore the commerce of l1r.ndojtan, 
.and gIve permanency to the .Brztsjb trade. 

~dly,. That a great alliance is the only pofiible 
meafure lhat can accomphili tim Important end. 

4thly, J'hat no dhance -can promlie any laftincr 
advant~e, or glve a real legahl), to OlJT proceed: 
~ngs, .excepting tha.t with the .Great Mogul. 

On this ground I (hilil, therefore, with grea.t.de-

t :ft!atha"i,l Smitb, Erq; now one of tAe DireC\loTs ·of the 
ilulta Company, 'the aurlmr (if am not nnfinfarmed) of 
three judicloiTB .publications, lnt+tuled, O}.ftr'Vlf1.l(ms rnI Ibt" 

f'rtfint jJau r1" JIJI Ball India Co"pany; Meap."es to lit purj"Nea 
Ifllndla; and Grnall! RequwA:. 611 the /jjJm: oj' g0<Z/crI1RlCflt 111 

India; in which a var,PI~ of import,mt matter is di((:uiTed 
with a depth of lmo«'ledgt'. a (ohdlty of ~ea{oning, and a 
perfpicnity df ftile, which doeHhat ~n ueman mu,c.b bonollr. 
'They.are printed for NII14,;e in the Slr411', and ought to be 
"ad. by every man \\ho confiders lndttz. ~irs as of inte-
pilling i:onfequer.ce to his country. . 

- l z- ference, 
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ferenc(', ftlbmit the following gleat l;l1es of a pla~ 
for this importan~ purpofe, leavIng It for all1cnd
mtnt to men of better parts, fhould the gt'neral 
idea engage, as it ought, the attef:tion of the n.· 
rion. ' 

1. That an alliance offcnfive and dcfenfi,'e be 
entered 111to betwe'en hIs B; ttannuk rna efiy an? 
Shah Allum upon the pnnClples forrr"erly laId down, 
with fuch alterations as the wlfdom of P.uhamel1t 
and his Majeily'<; Counnls may judge necdTary. 

2. That a new ch.mer be ~rantcd to the Eafl 
Indta Company, confinmg theIr attention to com 
me:ce alone. - , 

3. Tha't the revenue, the ('lviI, political, an',l 
milItary ~epartme-nts, be entirely under the cantroul 
of a VIceroy and a CounCIl of fixteen, to tJe ap
pointed by the Crown, and accountable to Palha
ment for their cond uct. 

4. That they be interdi&ed by the feverefl: 
penaltles from all concern direCtly or indirectly 1':1 
tude. 

5. That their falaries be ample and fi~d, with 
an allowance of fo much per cent. upon the fiJrpius, 
when the revenues fhould exceed a certain deter
lui ned fum; thiS would give them a ihonger inte
relt in the encouragement of agrIcuhure, freedom 
of trJ,de, and every meafure that might honourably 
tend to an IOcreafe of revenue. 
, 6. That the Vlccroy's refidence may at firO: 
be at MorfJtdabad, to be removed hereafter. 
if necelfary, nearer to the crntre, when the pro
vinces of the Decan and the C01/.can are added to 
the Brrtifb dommio'ns. ' 

7. That.'the Viceroy fhOllld have the who\e 
ext:cutive power; but the revenue and ev~ry new 

~ . deliberative 



[ 69 j 

deliberative meafure to fall under the confider .. 
'ati'on pf the Viceroy and CouncIl. 

8. That fix of the CounCJl mmin always with 
the Viceroy; Fhree to reude at C(l/cutta, three 
at Madras, three at BOl'lbay, and one as Envoy at 
the Court of the Great lvIogll 1. 

9. That there be :lIfo fixt::en iunicr counfel
~rs, to fuppl¥ vac:mCI.') in cafe of death or re
fignation; out of wJ1lCh body I didents, if thol1g~t 
nece{f.1ry, might be apprll!1ted to chfferent fublJl:
dinates. 

10. That every thing of a ju,1ic;al n:lture be 
left entIrely to El'~(hfh and Indltlil .1 ud~~es; except 
in cales of appe:11 to the Viceroy and CounCIl. 

I L That fuch Zemindars as may act as Judges 
£ha1l have no concern, as at prefhr, in' the col
lection of the revenues; but other oBieers be ap
pointed co that department. 

It. That Nabobs, ~ajas, and FOlljdars fhall 
prf'lidc over provlI"!ces an9 dlftricrs, with cer
tain executIve and collefhve powers; to account 
regularly ~r the tribute to the Viceroy and Coun
Cll fM tne(e terntorles which hold of the Crown 
of Grent Bnt t1t11, and to the Mogul's trearmy 
for [uch as hold u~ckr that Prince. 

13. That the V ICe roy and CouncIl, as a (u
pI'eme criminal court, 010uld have the power of 
cJlImg to account Generals, Judges, and o~her weat 
officers when gllllty of cIiPreffion, perverfion cf 
jufhce, or any other dangerom crime. 

14. That the hnds ihould be let in lot~ either for 
life or .1 certain term of Years, at a fixed Lnq.dc:rate 
rent; whIch would tend gre<\FI)' to promote the in
dufrry of the farmer, upon IllS feei~f!; a certain 
profpect of reward for his labour, ana a recuriey 
for hi.s propert~ when he l'ias acquired H. 

15. Tha~ , 
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15. That £hiCl: attentIon be paid to the colkc. 
tors,. and ready redrefs be gi ven to every well 
founded complainr. • 

16. That every kind of fecuri~ for perfon and 
property fhould be proclaimed abroae, and reli
gioufiy obferved; particularly with regard to mer
chants from Peifta, oJ'artary, and other dI1hnt 
countnes. 

17. That great endeavours be l.lfed b}- premiurfls 
and advance of money to improve the manufac
ture of fine goods~ which has declined greatly, in 
confequence of the (:hfrrachons of the country. 

18. That the Company in their corr.mercial line 
be fubjefr to no comroul, except v. hen evtdently 
tranlgreffing their limits, and that powers of 
appeal .to the Kmg and Council be lodged \Vith 
the Governors ot the refpective prefidenClt's. 
when t!:e leaft impecliment I~ thrown in their waf 
hy the krvants of the Crown. 

19. That Government agree to pay the Com
pany, by appraifetnent, for all theIr forts, frares, 
and military apparatus, to be made gOQd by yearly 
jnftalmt"nt~ out of the rellenues. 

20. That all Gov{:rnment remittances be tranf
~tl:cd by the Company, antl be paid into the 
treafuries of the refpeetive Prefidenclcs feven 
or eight months before the goo-ls are brOtl£;ht from 
the manufactories to the Company's warehoufes, 
Yo hl4-h would enable them to go to market on~the 
beft terms by advandng money to the Aurongs or 
manufaCturing VIllages: whilft, at the fame ~me, 
the rumttances, thus pafiing through the Com
pany's hands wOl,lld operate as a check on the 
Crown fel vants in the management of the ,revenue; 
~s a d::f.~!c:,t~y would foon be ~lfco-~ered, an~ if It 

4lppeared 
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:rwea-red to proceed from peculation, negTige~1 
vr oppreffian, immediate pumfhment would fof .. 
klw. 

2 I •• That all cloths, and other Europul1t com
modities, for the confumptio:'l of the lJrilzjh anct 
Mogld armies, f£ould allo pafs entirely through the 
hands, of the Company,. at certain fixed rates O( 

t:ontrath, as mIght from time to time be entered 
into with the COll'm of Londfm and Dt/hl. 
• 22. Th.lt, as a fleet would be always necetfa1'V' ~ 
Ihips be,coorratted fVI by the VIceroy and COllncll~ 
and built by the Company of teek-wood y wh.icn 
i~ extremely durable, and would prove an immenfe
iavmg to Great Britain; there fhlpS might be 
'man~ed partly with DrztiJh fea-men, and partly by 
Lafcars and ftllalays, who, i£ bred young, would 
make ex€:ellent failors. 

23. Th.}t all the natives of the Ealt, with n.lcn 
Europeans as may have rhe Company'" licence. be 
protected in an unInterrupted commerce" fUb.ieC! to
foch dmles as may, as nedrly as poffiblt'1 enable; 
every tlacier to go to market on equal tl!rms, the 
advantages being always) though not too highly,. 
in favo~r ~f the fubjetts of Great Bo/am; other
wife monopolres WIll ibll continue to dIftref~ the 
enlplre~ and deter the natives of remoter countries 
from vditirrg our provinces. 

I would not in the" above ikdch (to whfclt many 
ot)1er important articles might be added) willi tCl 
be confidered as dictating ~ Adl1liniftratlon or Di~ 
tetl:ion in their great arrangements: their fllpe ... 
rior opportunities for knowledge will no douhq 
fuggeft tP .them many tmprovemencs; my dd"tgn 
is only (0 point out to the publtc at large, in 'the 
",nerat and great lint', the cafe with which a plan 
Gf lhis nature might be carried into exkuti.on, with-

OLlt 



[' 7'- ) 
Ollt any of thefe d~ln'2,ers, difficulties~ or expence~; 
which, at the £ldt :....)ufh, might alarm the umn
formed .• 

MoO: of the advantages to be expeCl:ed from the 
propofed alliance and rhe confeguent arranPrements 
appear to be felf-eVldent; but a.<. -fame of them~ 
and thofe of hl!jh importance, require a completer 
invdhgatlon, I null fpeak to them a little more 
fullv, and then, with fame general inferences, con-
clude the whole. . 

And firft, with regard to the revenue, whicft 
clear of all charges, CIVil and milItary, would theri 
flow into the trearury of Great Entom (and which 
might be allotted entirely for the difcharginO' of the 
national debt) it would foon amount to f~ll twO' 
millions per annum. In thIS dhmate I neithei' in-. 
dude the revenues of the Concan and the Decan (of 
which 10 !efs than two years we ihould dlfpoffefs 
the Mahrottors and the Nzzam, or render them 
tributary, almoft without drawing a [word) nor thofe 
of the Bcdmtrl: and Sunda provinces, ufurped by 
Hyder Ali, and of which the Rajas, the rightful 
owners, would gladly acknowledge us fuperiors~ 
with a certam annual tnbute, and put m in po{fer: 
fion at the fdme time of Bangalore.. Ma"galore, 
Car..oar, and other places of importance; whereby 
we might not only have the emire command of 
all imports and exports, but cut off Hyder 
from all communication with the fea. The Mah
rat/ors draw at prefent from the Concan above 
800,000 1. yearly; the Decon is rich, and much 
more extenfive, and the-revenues of lJedlJllre and 
~~unda yield near 1,4°0,0001. one half of which 
the Rajas would thankfully give up to enjoy the 
other without future dread of the QPpreffive and 
mercilefs Hyder. 'There, thorefore, a11owin~ 

all 
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all the tributary Soubas anp Rajas to enjoy,~ in 
Iecurity, a much 3reater revenue than they do al 
prefent, would bring in above two millions more, 
andJ 1t the [arne tjime, command the whole trade in 
~9ttOJ:lS, peppeJlS, cardamums, and other valuable 
commodities. The whole of this revenue gbvern
rnent could receive in Eng/~ without draining 
Hiltdfltan of thel! current filver, whIch would, efpe
dally at prefent, be a moO: perniciolls fyftem, and. 
~on tend to the deftruEtion of all trade: tor, in a 
country where no paper credIt exifts, money bQ.... 
coming the only fymbol of trade, unlefs a due me'; 
dlUm 15 preferved between [he fymbol and the com
modity, commerce mult proportionably be hurt. 
"The karcity of circulating eaCh at prefent in H rr
JDjJan is one great caufe of the ftdgnation of trade, 
whilft that ftagnation of trade optrare~, as it ever 
muft, in a renproeal ratio upon the circulating 
calli. The cufrom coo, ori'·inating fruIn the turbu
lence and defpotifm of thofe eafrern governments, 
of people of property burying one third of their 
fortune, invetbng an-,ther 10 jewels, and referving 
-only a thIr~ part for trade and the means of living, 
joined DO t:he 1urns fent to Chma, And [hofe ac
cumulated by the Mal Yf /to, s, Heydcr, CojJim A:i, 
and other public '9bbers, have altoa-ether contri
buted to render this already an evil of too alarming 
a !latore not to be imrnec:lately and effectually 
check~. 'fhe idea pf a national bank in Indza, 
adopted by Mr. Smith, might lOdeed apply a f.tlu
tary remedy, but however ptaufible It may appear, 
it muft be the coniideratlOn of a dlilanc day; {or 
all or moft of [he arrangements here propolcd muft 
have t~ken qfr~Cl:, and univ<::rfal fecurity and tran .. 
quiUity,have prevailed, before 'a fpecu)?.tive point 
9fru~h ~onfeque.1ce can be ferioufiy a~tndeo to. 

K T() 
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To make the reader, however, perfeCl:1r C'Ol'np~

bend tbe manner in which government may con
duce the whole fyftem of their revenue and Fernie
tances, and the Company regulate their inveft· 
ments, 1 iball take the liberty of g1ving an extraCt 
from one of the publications 1 have fcrmerly men
tIOned, inutuled, Meafures to be purfued ;n India; 
in the confideration of which Mr. Smith appears, by 
umting the phllofopher and the gentleman witr 
the man of bufinefs, to have conneCted theory with 
pracbce, without whIch every fpeeulat~ve tlifcuffion 
nluft be vague and Inckcilive. 

" . The government, holdmg the revenues, will 
have to pay for all the (ivil anJ mihtary chargesy • 

the expenee of buildmg {hips of war, and ill the 
different {tores brought from Europe; and the 
Company carrying out all the;: articles for the navy, 
and all the cloathmg and ammumtion for the army, 
will be repaid in Indta by the Crown, at a price 
equivalent to the rilk and expenee: in iliort every 
expence on the fiJe of government for whatever 
was fent from England, bemg paid for in ltke man
ner to the Company, whatever the 'Crown re
ceived from India would, in thiS cafe, lX a clear 
gain; and the additional articles fent from this 
country will, fo far as their valbe extends, become 
of equal advantage to It with the txports to Ame. 
rica, or elfew.here. 

" The money government had to {pare from their 
various exp'ences abroad, being lent to the Com· 
pany an bllls of exchange (payable in Englllnd on 
the fale of the cargoes) and by them invefted in 
the manufaCtures and growths of the countries 
wherein it was ~oll¢ted, and tbe money that go. 
vernment paid them from the dlfferent ftores 
brought froin England beIng alfo invefted in the 

fame 
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fame manner, none of the fpecie could be carried oue 
of the country, but would 'circulate again among 
the natives to greater advantage than ever it did 
from-the treafuries of their Soubas. The Company 
will trade upon.this principle wlth fuch fuperior ad", 
vantage as will,enable them to under-fell all other 
nations; for in this cafe a confiderable part of tbe 
car~oes would not be paid for by the Company 
unul they were fold in England. and th y would 

elfG receive a proper allowance on their rilk and ex
pence for the ftores Larried out for the ufe of go
vernment. 

" The Company's returning cargoes from Bengal 
amount to near ninety lacks, or about one mil
lion _ fterling or upwards; thofe from Madraft .. 
before the laft Carnatic war, amounted to two hun
ored thoufand pounds; this is the moO: beneficial 
branch of all, a great part confiO:ing of goods that 
2re afterwards manufaCtured 10 England. 

" The inveftments from the Malabar coaft con-
6ft of coarfe piece-goods, cardamums, pepper, and 
fome few other articles; every other year a cargoe of 
<offee comes home from Morha. of late years all 
thefe tqgether have ieldom exceeded two hundred 
thoufand pounds; this makes the inveftments from 
the bay and the JWo coafts amount altogether to 
onl; minion four hundred thoufand pounds, or 
thereabouts. 

" If the plan I have laid down for the MtzlaiJll" 
.coaft is ever carried into execution, the annual in
veftmeRts from that fide wDuld equal five hundred 
thoufand pounds; and if the Carnatic remttms at 
zeft, the mveftments from thence will foon amount
to three hundred thoufand pounds. This would 
make the whole from the thtu fetrlemems one mil
liOII diht htlndtcd thoufand pounds, aDfl is an in .. K2 m_ 
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creak-on the prefcne annual amount of £(:>t1f hun
dred thoufand pounds. The Company's annual 
exports to India from hence coit them about ~hree
hundred thoufand pounds, and generally produce 
there three hundred and eighty thoufand pounds. 

,. Let the additional articles to ~ carried yeaTly 
for the Crown be fet at three hundred thoufand 
pounds, thefe paid for on theIr arrival in India at 
thirty per cent. upon their coil:, would produce the. 
Company an annual fum in India of about ieven 
hundred and fixey thoufand pounds, which would 
be ready for the purchafe of the home inveftments. 
The preftnt inveftments amount to about one mil
lion four hundred thoufand poundS', there then re- " 
mains for the government toknd the Company not 
lefs than feven hundred thoufand pounds; and with 
the propofed increafe, which may eafily be obtained, 
the government's annual remittance from the three 
fettlements would amount to one milhon one hu,,
dred thoufand pounds. On the above feven hundred 
and Wcty thouiand pounds produced from goods 
and flores". one hundred and fifty thoufand pounds 
is profit, fo that the Company would only rifk 
ab9ut five hundred and feventy thouf.1nd pounds, 
from bome every year, for the returns of one mil· 
lion eight hundred thoufand pobnds, at the firft 
colt abroad.-Let us fuppote the Company, ~ter 
paying the freight and other charges of the fhips. 
th~1iuties, warchoufe-room, &c. to receive o~y ~ 
neat profit of twenty-fiv~ per &CIel. which w~ be. 
much below what other nations could a.ffurd to fell 
~;' this, joined to the one hundred and fifty thou
fand j)O\illds gained outwards, would produce-d\c 
Company a profit of Jix hU1ldr¢ thou&nd pGWKis 
yeltrl't, OtT 2 rifk of. only fitte hundred and feven" 
thtvIand pouri& of tlmt own capital. 

" The 
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The inveftme.nts brought annually from Chhi.,. 

amount on an average~ when raw /ilk is pto
cureab\e, to upwards of fix hundred tho)Jtand pound~ 
prime cofr-we will take them at fix hl1n~1'ec! 
thoufand pound~ The inveftment (ent annua1'f1 to 
Chtna in cloth and lead doth not amount to IW~ 
hundred thou[and pounds, the Company lQfe, on 
the fi.rft article, but gain on the other. The ~ 
feit to China from different parts of JJUiia, toge".! 
tlier with the futrlS beJonging to private gendeme~ 
paid into the Company'!. treafury there, may bt 
fCc, one year with anosher, at about One hundrtd 
and feventy thoufand pounds; fo that a (upply at 
apout two hundred and forty thoufand pounds in 
filver fnuft be fent from home (if no other me
thod can be found) to complete the annual CIJi~ 
inveftment. On the above dll~e hundred and 
feventy thoufand pounds, I luppofe about obe 
hundred and twenty thoufand pounds may be ret 
off to profics 00 the goods carried co China, ~ 
the remittances of private property throllgh the 
treafury of that factory: this brings the coG: of tll~ 
~s carri«l. to ChinG to about two hundred and 
fifty thoefand pounds; therefore, the Chi114 'trade 
will demand from Europe yearly four hun"dred 
thoWand pounds o~upwards, in goods and money. 
I imagine great part of the filver, if not all, might 
herea.ftcr be iupphed by a channel that would ton4 
fiderably increafe the government remit~an~es.
Cbinp cargoes hav~ fallen c:ionflderably of rare y.¢arI 
in their vilue; but at this tilne they prod\lce a~ 
fifty per cent. profic, after paying the freight, com~ 
~urlOD$ to,fu.P.r~-car~< duties, and all<$O .. 
«puces. T~ FlU arifing frOm tlu; tlJk ot, 
Cb;.n. cargoes, jowed to that ~ed Oll thl . 
(;arried to Cbi1ltl, together with the profits on th~ 

BencQQk" 
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~e1J((JDle" -pepper brought to Europe, makes this 
branch of the trade produce a yearly profit' of 
about four hundred thoufand pounds : hence on 
• rifk every year to India and China of about nine 
hundred and feventy thoufand pounds, a gain will 
be produced of near one million 'on the balance; 
for which not one third of the capital is hazarded. 

U The Company's capital amounts to three mil
lion two hundred thoufand pounds; the dividend at 
ten per cent. is three hundred and fwenty thoufard 
pounds; and the intereft on bonds and annuities, 
kttingthem at fix millions at three per cent. amounts 
to one hundred and eighty thoufand pounds; thefe 
together make the fum of five hundred thol1fand 
pounds to pay in intereft t; and leave a ,yearly 
{urplus of near five hundred thoufand pounds more 
for different accidents, to defray extraordinary ex
pences, to reduce their debts, and then to farther 
enriching themfelves. 

" Thefe benefits to the nation in general, and the 
ComJ?any in particular, cannot fail, jf fome wife 
plan 15 properly followed. The Company will en
JOy much more fecurity and advantar, from the 
commercial part alone, than they do f{Om their 
prefent fplendid fituation. \ 

" The Malabar coaft is in a wretched ftate, de. 
pending wholly on Bengal for tupport; BtlKfJo#n is 
~ this time rather alofing fettlement ; and St. Htina 
is a dead rent-charge of about eishtcen thoufand 
..pounds a year. 

" If every expenc~ of government WaJ paid out 
of the revenues abroad (the principle Itt out upon) 

t Goverumcnt pays one hundred anel ftxty dloafal'l4 
pDPda to the Comp,ny &nn .. 811y, for ,. in~ft OIl eM 
..... ,ell'''_ ~ &heir eftabWhmcnt. 

no 
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no charge, fo long as thofe revenues remained to ~ 
nation, could arife here at home. The remittan
ce"s, joined to the prefent duties, would bring into 
the king's treafury here in England a yearly income 
of near twO millions and an half; and there woulc\ 
be an increafe in the exports from England of near 
three hundred thouf.md pounds, an,i moil: of them 
articles manufactured in the kmg\.iom; and this 
ti fupport an ,army, and a nav,d force, Whl<..h. 
without a 1hllhng ex pence to the nation, would 
defend us agamil: the attacks of any Europta1l 
powers whatever. 

" I h.lve propofed, in this plan, an increafe of four 
:hundred thoufand pounds In the Invdlment from 
Indta;- this mcreafe IS founded on fpecuLltIon, and 
is of courfe fubJect to contradiction; for it is on 
thIS furmife, the remltrdnCeS home to Government, 
amounting y,oarly to oue millIon, depends. Sup
poCe the l rown took the revenues a~ they ftand at 
preCene, the advantage [0 the Company would be 
the fame as on the propoled plan; [he difference 
would oilly be to the Crown, m the means of re
mitta~ce.:fbd the fecuriry of the poiT~mnns; for 
Government at the prefent amount of the inveft
ment Will be able to remit home fix hundred thou-. " {and pounds a year; and If the equipment of the 
fleet in Tndza was lald afide, the three hundred thod
!and pO\mds allotted to be fent out for that purpofe 
in ftores, together with rts premium, would be lent 
out of the revenues of the ~rown In India, to the 
agents of the Company, for bills ot exchange pay .. 
able at home, and thereby mcreafe the Crown's re
mittance, on the preCent annual mveftment, to tlte' 
amount of one mil40n l the fame as. on the prO. 
poCed plan. 

" The 
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Ie The furplus revenue, after all the annual de .. 
mands are paId at Bc,,-al, is now one mulion and 
an half. I hope it WIll be allowed. that the fer
vants of the Crown could act wIth equd fptrit, vi~ 
gilance, and ceconomy, with fervants of the Com
pany. 

U There would be a fair profpeB: of fupplying 
China with filver from Manilla. A {hip comes there 
annually from New Spain, and bnngs chIefly filver 
to purchafe a cargo confifting of the manufachllts 
of India; great part of them the piece-goods made 
at Bengal, and along the coaft of Coromandel. 

" Private merchants refiding at Madra/s have had 
concerns in this trade with the Moors and Arme
l1tanS, who principally carry it on-and I have not 
a doubt, but a great part of the filver for the Chintl 
market, to the amount of one hundred and fifty
thoufand pounds, or two hundred thoufand pound~, 
might be fllpplied in exchange for calhcoes and 
other goods, the produce of MadraJs and Bengal, 
and the Government be enabled thereby to lIlcreaff" 
their remIttances home by all that fum. 

" Befides the ufual courfe in which ,his trade is 
carried on at prefenr, many other chann<t!s of ad
vantageous appearance offer themfelves to our view, 
Arabi.;z and Petjia call for very krge inveftments In 

the 1ilk and cotton manufaCtories; in return for 
which. gold and filver, with fome pearls, are 
brought back from the glliphs of Mocha and Baf 
fora. This branch of the commerce IS a1fo chiefly 
in the hands of the Arfhenians and Moors. 

~, On the eaft fide of the bay of Bengal, oflly fre
quc:nted by us for timber, many valuable improve
l1l(tlts may be made: the P bilipzne ifiands, many 
of them are quite unfrequented and unknown to 
'COKlme.rce. 4n ilion, fuch an influence, . as this 

kingdom 
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kingdom may acquire in India, would enable,.s to 
ftrike out many ufeful branches of commerce, not 
tholJiht of ar prefent; there is nothing induftry can 
ttfeet, that may not be obtained, under fuch ad
vantages as there new regulations would produce." 

The above obfervations, from tlus gentleman·s 
experience and extenfive knowledge of the ["dill 
trade, I have not a doubt are exceedingly well 
founded; and I have rather choten to give them in 
IUs own words; as they muft have defervedly much 
more weight with the pubhc than if delivered as the 
ide-as of a military-man. I have only to remark, 
that when a writer of fuch judgment could, in the 

.year 1772, before the dlfclofure of the Company's 
dreadful fituatlon, predIct the ruinous confequences 
which would follow a perfeverance in the old fyf
tern of government, how much more forcib1y mull: 
thefe arguments ftrike. now that the pompous glare 
is difpelled, which for fome years has dazzled and 
impofctd upon of the world •• 

Among 

• This.g&tleman coincides entirely in the opinion, that 
an alliancf Wlth fome great power In ltdi" ,is abfolutely nc
cefi"ary for our prefent fecurity and future pro/petity ill that 
country; but whatev,," deference I may pay tG hi. fenti
menta in almoft every other circl1mfi:ance he has advanced. 
that which he propofes with the Mabrattors mufti in coanpa
tlfoll of this with the King, be vague, temporary, and un~ 
prolita"le. The Mabrattor government is an abfolute arifto
tracy. ruled by a number of chiefs, more jealous all Q[ 
them of one anothe than of any ~ther power in H",'oJIan; 
an alliance therefore with them mull: be at beft but a partil,l 
one, as what llnajee might embrace, M04"brqJW or RajMDJ 
would rejea. and a col'neaion witb one tribe might pcrhap!l 
ferve only to involve us in war with another. Betides. w.a.c 
fCM:reignty could thofe muauden oKer to hi. BrillUlnitl ..... 
jefty 1 what legal powen could they give our Crown to any 
dominioDs in I"d"" withollt which hi. Mtjefty" fub~a. 

T.. mutt 
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Among other regulations which appear to me or 

beneficial tenden(.y~ but which from their magni
tude muft be the 1u~ject of fut~re and more ma
ture eonfiderati0n, when the prevlOus arrangements 
have properly paved the way, few appear more 
important than the fale of lands to the natives of 
Hindoftan, under certain refervations and reftria:ions, 
modified as nearly as pamble to the tenure of Ga
"Vtl-kind, which would prevent accumulation and 
many other fancied inconveniencies: hitherto no 
fucb thing as Janded property has been known in 
thofe countries; and an impoffibility therefore of 
invefting theIr money with fecurity has ever been 
one great inducement to the rich to bury great part 
of their wealth, which, in the cafe of fudden'death, 
as they generally conceal the place where they have 
l,iepofited their hoard ever::. from their childre~ be
~omes often a total Iofs to the pubhc. This mea
fure therefore would be fo extremely popular, that 
as foon as it was proclaimed abroad that his Bri
latmid: Majefty had taken thofe fine provinces un-

. JIlutt ftill appear no better than invaders l wbic Erivileges or 
extenfion of trade could they offer, or what fedrrity 1hould 
we have to carry it on with the leal!: degree of {afery? would 
they !hare with us their wealth or their territories, or would 
they allow BrttiJh officers alone to difcipline and command 
8ttr troops r In a word, what circumftan~ of moment 
could l'oftibly ariCe from Co precarious, fo dangerous, fa 
1IlCan an alliance, that could induce his Majefty of Ehglatul, 
_ even the Company, to court their friend/hip, when one fa 
llonourable and fo preguaatwith advantages now fun for his 
'Mttjefty's mol!: gracious approbation 1 As Mr. 8l1Stt~ how~ 
CYer. wken ~ publi1hed his thoughts on ltdia aKaus, could 
aot pollibly forefee chi. important event, I Batter tnyfelf, 
fI'Oftlltls extenfive knClwledge of the politicks of that coun-
1"., 'he will eatily peiG1ve that this and this aleae can ren
der cempltte. or give a permanerrty to the odt.mvife judicious 
ud fa1utar1 "iUlation. he hat propofed .. 

der 



[ 83 ] 

cler his protection, and meant to give the buyers 
a perpetual property in their lands, the ncheft 
fubjeits in Hmdoftan would flock from the neigh
bouring diftriCt~ to make purchafes; immenfe trills 
of excellent ground, now emil ely waite, would then 
be cultivated; and famine, that too frequent vifitor 
of thofe naturally fertile provmces, be then known 
only by the name; whilft a [urn of between eight 
snd ten milliO)ls frerling would, in the courfe of a 
few years be brought into the Exchequer, and an 
annual rent be refeI ved fuperior to any thing the 
Company has ever hitherto received j but as tkis is 
a meafilre of too high confequence to be either 
haftiJ.y adopted or rejected, I have: here only 
nightly glanced upon it, leaving the more accurate 
inveftigarion till after-times, ihould an opening then 
be made by the alliance now propofen. 

The next objea of importance to be confidered 
is the vail: increafe of .internal and external trade, 
which muft open to the Company in confequence of 
the above arrangements; the eafy introduCtion of all 
kinds uf 1'11gltjh broad and narrow cloths, together 
Wlth th<;.manufaCtures of Manche.;ler, Norwich,Yorlc
/hIre, Birmmgham, &c. into every plOyince of Hindof 
lan, WIll naturally Jead to an immenfe confumption j 

whilft the kIngdom of Gbifm, the northern provinces 
of Perjia, and many of the fineft countries in cr II.rtary, 
will eagerly feek our manufactures, as foon as peace 
and good government can give fecurity to the Ca
ravans. 

The Perfians are fo remarkably fond of the wool
len cloths of Europe, that accordmg to Mr. Elfin, 
who in the year 1739 planned the trade to Perfitt 
through ~Jjia. " The Perftll~ from the higheR: 
U to the loweft prefer woollen cloths to their own 
" cheaper fi)ktn manufaCtures, i~fomuch that 

L' l " they 
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" they never wear hofe of any fort but (urh as ar.e 
~' made of woollen cloth:' 

As:Mr. Elten, In his memorial, points oUf'the 
many advantages of this trade to l'erjia, which, 
with the fubfbtutJOn only of Delhi or Lahore fOf 
Mtfched, are enllre1y in point wlth regard to the 
prefent plan, I 1ball tranfcribe one or tW:l paffages, 
and refer the more curiouc; reader to Mr. Han
way's 'Travels t ior the full account of this trade.t 
" \Vhoever confiders the greJ.t extent of both the 
" Bokharas, the kingdoms of 'Tan gut and 'Ttbet, 
" together with the vail: traCts of land that border 
" l1pon them, muil: at the fame time fec that they 
" contain many great ano populous cities; ~ven 
" their \lnCUllivated lands are mhabited by millions 
" of people, who are fond of Europwl com modl
" ties: from whence we mult conclude, that a very 
,~ advantageous trade might be carried on with 
"them thrm.lgh MeJcbed.. Caravanc; come to 
" this place from all the cities in the Great and Little 
" BfJkhara, and from {everal of the eaftern cities 
U of Perjia, alfo from Cabttl, Candahar? and the 
.~ northeJ n frontiers of Indta. And Wlth,.l)ut all 
" 'q\leftion, when thofe Cities are certain of finding 
,~ at Mefched plenty of all the Jorts of EU1-0pea1~ 
" goods that they want, and at the fame time an 
" increafed demand for their own commodIties, 
,~ their caravans muft quickly become more rich 
.. , and numerous; by ~hich means alone the Brt
" li/h merchants, witho\lt carrying their goods far
u ther than Jvlifched, will be able to pufh thelT com
e( merce to the utmoft lImits of the extenfive coun
~' tries above-mentioned. 

" W,ith regard to ,he trade to th~ Bo1charas, it ~ 

f V~J. I. p. z~. 
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)1. a moO: favourable circumftance that Mifcbttl 
" frands fo very commodioul1y wIth refpetl: to the 
(t proviAces of Chi/an and Sbirvan, from whence 
~, 'the retUrns for. goods fold at Mifched may be 
" made in raw !ilk, to the amollnt of almoft any 
"fum. Nor can it be doubted, but that when 
". our merchants come to be acquainted with the 
" Bokharas, and the cities to the eaftward, they will 

." ind other valuable commodities there, fuch as 
" gold, precious ftones, bezoar, ml1fk, &c. in 
" which they': may inveit their returns, in cafe the 
" produce of the northern :pT0vinces of Perjia 
" 1hould prove infufficient. Hence it will foHow, 
" 'that 4lf"rer they have eftablifhed themfdves at 
" MeJched, they will obtain the doathing of the 
" whole Peifian army, by contratl:lng with the 
" Shah's principal merchant, and fupply all rhofe 
." vaft and populous countries above-mentioned 
" with woollen goods; and this becaufe no nation, 
" but the people of Creat Britam, can fupply them 
" with woollens of fuch plenty, or at fo eafy a rate. 
" and at the fame time afford to give fo good a 
" price fW- 'theIr raw !ilk and other commodities 
,ft WIth which that country abounds." 

The benefiCIal con!fql1ences ot" thIS new trade ap
peared to the nation at that time fa ftriking, that an 
atl: of Parliament was paffed in the year 1741, allow .. 
ing the Ruffian Company to trade to Perfia through 
RujJia, by the P'llga and the CaJpzan fea; and It waa 
accordingly immechately em balked in; but, pardy 
from the mIfcondutt of 'Mr. Elton, who though a 
man of parts and enterprize, was not poffeffed of 
the folidity nece/Tary for a mercantile cluef, partly 
from the jealoufy and intrigue" of the Ruffians. ,but 
chiefly from the civil wars which dt;folated the 
country after the afTallination of Nadir Shah, it de-

, • cline4 
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dined faft f.rom the} ear Ii 45, and was at length to
tally. loft to this country in the year 1748. Not
withftanding.., however~ almoft every difadvantage of 
fiwacion and management, the Rrime coft of the 
woollen cloths alone exported to Per-fia during the 
years 1742,3,,, and 5 amounted to about 200,0061. 
but under proper conduct, and a happier {tate of 
public affairs, it muft foon have greatly exceeded 
that value; and by this time migp,t perhaps haye 
required a fupply of twenty times the amount. 

But the advantages under the prefent idea muft 
be grelj.tly fuperior to the trade by the CalJ>lan. We 
!hall be nearer 'tartary, and the northern provinces 
ot Pnfia, where they will principally hav~ '.)ecal. 
lion for our cloths; whiHl: the Mogul army being 
cor;n,manded only by Britijh officers; we fuall be in 
the countries of fnends, or more properly in OUI" 

own dominions; the Company's fatl:ories therefo"e 
can neither excite the jealoufy, nor be under the 
controul of fuch a formidable European power a!. 
the Ruf/ians (through whofe domimons thl! CaJ
pian adventurers and their merchandize were under 
t1;le neceffity of paffing) neither will the~ qy expofed 
to rapine, as was often the cafe in a CGuntry di-
1\:ratted by civil commotion~ but fubordinates 
being OAce eftabliihed at Delhi, Labore, Maul/an, or 
any othao more commodious fituations the Com
p;tny might approve of, immenfe quantities of 
B,ritijb goods would be taken off by the Caravans 
fliO~ Cachemirl, Satprcand, Bokbara, Candahar, 
Gz!JouI, Tibet, and other great cities in Perfia and 
'I'.tJr~lWJ, in exchange for gold, gem~ raw-fillt, cot
t~ fine wool, bezoar, borax, Inu{k, lapis lazuii, 
and other precious. commodities of thofe countrtes. 

With res:'rd then to Bombay, which has hitherto 
been 
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been and ever muLl: remain a dead ws:isl!r. on the 
Company, unlefs a total change of meifures !hall 
take pJace, it muft foon, by purfuing fteadily the 
rational plans here propofed, become one of the 
mdft ftourifhinge or the Company's fetdements. 
The Concan country, which extends along· the Ma
labar coail: from Goa to Surat, and is (eparated from 
the Decan by a ridge of almoft impa1fable hills, 
yields at prefent to the Mabrattors a revenue of 
860,0001. a year, exclufive of the ifiands in th'e 
neighbourhood of Bombay, called BaJ!een, Salftt, and 
Carwar, which, with other diftriCl:s, pay annuaHy 
about 330,000 l. more. As the Mabt'attors poffefs 
!his country by no other title than that of the 
fword~ the Great Mogul propofes to inveft his Bri
tannrcle Majefty with the full and unlimited fove
reigney, which would noe only produce, as before .. 
mentioned~ a vaft acceffion of revenue, but place 
in perfett fecurity B,mbay, which depends upon it 
even for fubfiftence; prefenting at the fame tiQ'te 
great openings for an extenfive trade, and weaken
ing our richeft and moft powerful foes t. 

t Many of my readers may trunk that che humbling of 
the power of the Mahraltors might be attended with much 
greater difficulty and &nger than what I have all "GIlt ~. 
fCrlbed; but from the ol11ervations which I have ev.ry when:
made nothing appears more eafy than, with zO,coo wen dif. 
ciplinedSepoys, and 11),000 horre, ~mmaDded by B,.,t{,/lolfi.. 
cen, to reduce thetn to any limits that prudence mar prefttibe. 
'their annies are entirely compared Of hone, and fo ~i17 
irregular in their mode of fightinX. that iD everyengagGlet'lt 
they kIll always a great many more of their own troop' tha. 
tb.ey do of the enemy or the enemy of them.; whlUl: &t the 
fame time they are Co obftinately wedded to their old {,!em 
of war ~ that it is fcartely probable that anr coniidecari'll Will 
ever induce them to wempt all iA.trgdu4iOD ef the difc91inc 
".f EIff"lt. 

Bwt 
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But this is by no means the greatefl: bene~fi~. 

whicIi"ifD~ay would reap in coniequence of the 
propofecl alliance: the navigation of the Indus 
promifes advantages frill more important. • In for
mer times the feveral countries ex.tending along this 
noble river were fupplied with European cloths and 
other commodities to a great amount \ but in pro
portion as the power of the Mogul government de
clined, the princes who commanded the mouths and 
banks of the Indus, uncontrouled by fuperior autkb
rity, not only [addled this commerce with enormous 
duties, but, by repeated aCts of robbery and oppref
fion, at length totally ruined the trade. The reputa· 
tion however, fupported by folid power, which Shah 
AJlum muft acquire in confequence of the plVpofeCi 
alliance, would foon convince thofe little chief~ that 
their only fafety lay in their obedience, and the navi· 
&ation of the Indus, in confequence, become in a little 
tIme as fecure as that of the 'Thames. FaCtories be
ing then eftablilhed at Diul, CJ'atta, Bucleor, and 
tither convenient frations, all kinds of European 
manufaCt:ures might, by an eafy water-carriage, be 
fent from Bombay up to Moul/a", Alole, Lahore, 
Cachemire, Caboul, and feveral other of t~e nobleft 
cities of Perfia, Ghifni, cr artary, and Hzndbjtan, in 
exchange for the valuable retur~ I have mentioned 
when Jpeaking on the Perjian trade *. 

As I could willi to fec every thing which occurs to 
me on the fubjetl: of this alliance in the cleareft point 
of view, and obviate doubts which may have weight 

The F."lits upon this trade mull: at the fame time be eX. 
tremely high, if a judgment is to be formed from what lob
rented at Delbi. where almoft every article from c.JClttt4 
bore ftom fifty to one hundred ptr (NIt. or from one to two. 
Ol' even du-ee hBlldrcd per mil. above the Ell;'.,." price-. 

with 
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\¥~rh thofe who have not had fuch ~i[ies of 
infortn.!tlon, before I conclude I fhall beg leave co 
mak~ fame obJervatlOns on the trade in arms, which 
f<)r a confiderable time has been carried on by the 
L~!ropeans with the fnduiJZ itate~ .• 

'10 have prevented thole princes from acquiring 
any knowledge of om art of war, or from having 
tupphes of European anm, would undoubtedly have 
1w:en prudent,. h:ld It been practicable; but fuch 
are ipecuLltlve pOints, which can only be pomble 
in th ... ory. You mult dlveft traders of all thirft 
tor gam, otherwlfe the L1tmoft icverity of penal 
bv.s can never deter them from crafpmg at enor
i-noll~ profits. Were the leglOature of En/am even 
to nJ.lke It treafon, and could we fuppofe, what the 
expcm:nce of every day denies, that even this rigo
rOllS frittllte would operate In ItS fullett latitude WIth 
regJ.rd to his M3Jefty's iubJeCh, what weight would 
it have with the French, the Dutch, the ]Janes, the 
Portuguefe. But to go iilll further, ihould every 
Furcpean Company concur in the fame nteafure, It 

is now by ~uch tllO late; m,my of the [;zdzan powers 
already ~und their own cannop, and forge with 
fklll fi~e-arms of every klOd. SUJa ttl Dowla has 
caft .. fine tralO of .arnllery, and brought thiS art 
to fuch perfeEhon, that Sir Roberl Barker having 
made him a prelent of a brace of plftols, which in 
England coft about 120 gLllDeas, the Nabob foon af
ter ihowed him another palt of fo exaCt an imltatlOn, 
that, when compared, it waseclifficllit to diftinguifh 
the lud/iIIz from the EngttJb manufacture. The 
fupplyLOg the Afagul therefore WIth arms is not 
only preferving to the Company a valuable branch 
of trade, but preventing hun fr8m conceivmg the 
idea of eftabhfh103 a f)undery of hIS Ot.m. 

M .Bu; 
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Bu~-~cantjty of· arms fpread over the 
whole country is already immenfe, which in forne 
meafure may appear frem the lIfi: mferted~in. t~e 
notes~', greAt part ofwhlCh I faw.myfdf, and fJ-Y 

authorit.es 

• ,LtjJ if Itrms in the poJ!effiolt if'1.JanGus In Jian flates. 

Szga ul Dow/a has got 1960 En;:I'.Jh arms, '11/0::. 

In the battalion commanded by Bahader Beg, -
In Begin's battalion, commanded by BUffilJ Junior, 
Bou-ght of the Engltfo at Fyfabad, 
Ne .... lirelocks brought by Meer Aliter, when he entered 

into Szva's fervlce, 
Bought by him at different times, 
Difperfed through his other batt'llions, 

400 

6{'O 

400 

60 

200 

30~ 

1960 

The above account I had from Commandant BumR'a Ra
hum BeS, forPlerly in the Nabob's fervlc.e. 
Nabob NU)u..!l Khan told me that he had amongft hiS artl~lery 

five pIeces of Engl'.Jh cannon, and 500 carbInes. One of 
them I took OUt of one of his Mogub hands, it was made 
by ",!Jim 1764, and was as good as when It came Ol1t of 
the maker's hallds. The cannon I faw In the Serroyof 
Selterram, about two corfe, or near four miles from 
Delhz-they confifted of two three and one.. fix pounder. 
brafs, and two nInes, iron. ' 

Nabob HeJ!ummuda) Khan's battalion is entirely ar\ned with 
EI'glzjb muJkets. 

Nabob Nafier, Meer All'.Jh, and Raja ~amnat have the Com
pany's locks to all their arms, and molt of the barrels are 
Engl'.Jh. 

The King's guards are armed with Eng/2ft pieces, moft of 
them his Brzlan1lJCR MaJefiy's old firelocks, which were 
given to the Company ,¥hen the King's troops left IndIa. 

Hyder Alt has above 10,000 fiand of arms, moft of them 
ElIglzjh; my informer faw alfo above twenlY pieces of 
E"g'tfo cannon, bat could not fay OOW many more he 
might have. -

There is under the c01lJmand of M. Se.ffier a Frenchman, in 
the fervice of Bafl{.a7a Jltng, a Nabob in the Duan, at 
Ar.q",s, one' troop of 100 EttrDptan cavalry, armed with 
catbine. and plnoh; one <:ompany of 80 EurDjtan infan-

try, 
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311thorities 'for tne reft I have no ~uef
tinn ; fo that to pretend to put a ftop to a trade 
fo long and fo firmly fixed, would be like turning 

~
ti<ie of a miahry river; and it never now can have 

a eriod but w~h the annihilation of every fpecie!> 
European commerce wIth Ilmd;;j!fln. The im

menfe qu:mtitles of arms, y;hlch, by thiS lift, ap
pear dIfperfed over that country, exclllfive of vail: 

try, with Eng!!;?:! arms; one company of 90 European artil
lery; 2000 ,[opalle._ and 6000 Sepoys, all armed with 
Eng/ljb, Frcncb, and DUl<b arms. HIs artIllery are 
French, {ent lum from pontllrberry; but the Nabob with 
whom he ferves has fifteen pIece, of Eng/ljb cannon, 
moftly frllP gum of three, fix, mne, and twelve pounders. 

'Under the comm:md of another Frencbm.m called M Maddu. 
lateTy In the ferVlce of the Jate, a Il/tJdoo prince, but now 
gone over to thc Mogul, there :lrc two battlhons of Sepoys. 
with a few horCe, all armed ">'lth tirclocks, togeiJIer with 
fix canpon and one mal t.lr. 

Under Somero the Germm, (who m2if.lcrcd our gentlemen at 
Patna) in the fervlce of the Jate, there are 4000 men all 
armed WIth muikcts, .lnd three pIeces of cannon. He has 
alfo arms for 2000 more. 

With M '/oje, another Trencvman, there :lre 200 men armed, 
together wah {rollr pieces o{ cannoll. 

Under the !ommand of c.lj)t Lonnln, a PO,.tllgueje, at 
Nockpo1"1, In the fervlce of JOlwJer, <i. Jllahrattor chIef. 
therc';re 100 firelocks, with tour plece<; of cannun. 

At BOlfKueer, under th. command of .1 lvfcjlu. m the fcrvlce 
of Raja Rana, there are 1000 iirrlocks and two pieces of 
cannon. 

At Puna, which belong, to A1adabro:J.J, another lIft/hrauor 
chief. there arc 2000 fircIocks and twenty piece. of can
non. 

At Call1l~, belonging to Raja Rcwz/unde,., there are 400 fire
locks, ten pIeces of cannon, and two mortars. 

At Hydra6ad, belonging to the Nabob of that place, there are 
3000 firelocks and fifty pieces of cannon. 

And Idflly, Nlltam ./lIz, Souita of the Deca?!, has a battalion 
of 1000 mf'n completely armed, together with fifty pieces 
of EnglzJl: tanllon. 

M z numbers 
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numbcr~ of which I (.vuld have no opportunity 
of gai~ 1lrtelhgence, leads us at the Clme time 
to another refiethon, as It fhew~ how GJngeroui1y 
the Company IS C1rcumfb.nlled, fhoulJ Sur ui Df'wla ;,' 

Hyder Alt, or the J..1ahrattOl's, tlm'lU\atd by Frmcf" 
intrigues, coHea toeether the vanous French, GfAl 
man, PortugueJe, and other European mIlitary ad
ventllrers. fwanmng thus over ludiC', whOin the 
hores of plunder would eaflly engage, .lnli, JOIning 
in one great body, f.ll1 at once upon the Comp.my'i
provIDces, ~nd preClpltate the cttaftrophe whIch 
now we 10 much dread. To w}m'hever quartor 
therefore we turn our eyes, whether we confi(1er the 
internal confumptlOn, or the d.mger from wlthoLlt, 
rum appears already ID VIew, <'lnci nothing but, im
mediate and deClfive fiep~. can pollibly dIver" Its 
courfe •• 

From the whole therC'fore of the foreaoin cr 
C' " faCts and obferVJt\ons, It appeJrs eVIdent, tiut th~ 

Indta Company have been drIvmg headlong down 
th,e tide of perdItIOn ever fince they became fove
reIgns. 

That, during a period of five years, aetl'e open
ing of which they fet out wIth a furplus of 'ten lto
rial revenlle, amounting to abo~lt 1,200,0001. per 
annum, they have not only entirely funk thIs fur
plus, but, at home alld abroad toge. ther, have 
contracted? over and above, a (kbt of at le.!i1: 
3,000,000 1. the mere fimplc IIltereft of whIch, and 
of their other bond dent:;, under their pre1(.,nt Clr
rumftances, there IS hardly a probabtlity they fhall 
ever be able to pay. 

That it muft now be impoffible, notwithfrand
jng ~V'ery reconomI~a1 regulation, to prevent this 

vail 
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~;rtt debt from accumulating, when, in place'pf fo 
gTf'at a furplus, they will be under t~~l1ty of 
making good a confiderable deficiency from their 

~
rClal funds; whIch, from the late reduCtion 

I) their fiuppi.ng, and the general declme of 
r trade, they are now ibll kfs 3ble to allard. 

That whilfr the Dutch, the Damjh, and the SwediJh 
CompanIes, whoie profit~ anfe cntirelv from Com
merce, dIvIde from ten to tweh..'e t?l1c1 /"if per cent. 
t¥ EI1,giljh, borne down by t:}Clr territorial acqUlfi
nons, with a track fir more extenlive than the two laft 
Inentl0ned compame~, c~nn0t at prdent afford to pay 
even a fingle fhIllIng of chviJend, without plungmg 
head over ears In debt, to proVIde funds for thiS 
~nd o.her neceffary purpofes. 

That the want of 1 eady cafh therefore which, 
wIthout a miracle, mult: bc felt ere long, to purchafc 
their mvefhnents, anlwer theIr bIlls, dlfcharge the 
inrerefis, pay their cuil:oms, eXClfe, and other en
gagements to government, and fupport their va
nuus eftabhfhments, cannot fall to ftagger theIr 
creellt at home; whllfl: their mabllity perhaps to 
pay their troop~ abroad, may excite a general revolt 
of the Slpoy:., and give the figoal for the French. 
and then- other foes, to crufh that power thl"y have 
fo long hated, dre~ed, and envied. 

'I hat the ilOpplllg the Mogul's revenue (which the 
Company have no more nght to withold than they 
have [0 refllfe payment of their other lawful debts) 
muft appear In the eyes of the Country Powers to 
flow either from I~l1ftice gr Neceffity; 10 canfe
quence of wh:ch they mufl: draw one of two con; 
clufions, either that they have no prinCiples of 
good faith, and will not pay, or, bemg no longer 
rich, cannoe: the firft mUll naturally lead to fu-

ture 
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ture ~ruft, the latter to immediate contempt; 
and bOtli Whitt evidt:ntly have a moil: ~uinous ten
dency. 

That the propofed alliance not only oiTers"l? dr
tainty of rehef from all their dlficuitIes, but ( .11 

increafe of commerce and wt:alth beyond any wi\. .
parifon with former times; and conft'quendy, in
ftead of another reduCtion of their ihlpplOg (as at 
prefent under contemplation, and already fo fen
fibly felt) promifes an increafe of 1"C1 haps dou bl.! 
the tonnage they have ever yet freIghted during 
the moft iplemhd years of their trade. 

That in place, as at prt"fent, of the Company'~ 
conrwt:ring, as a hardilllp, the necemty they are 
under of export:ng annually tn the value ~ as I 
am informed) of 380,000 I to Bntrfo n:anu
faCtures (great part of 'l/hICh, tlwy fay, are now 
rotting in theIr warthOllfes abroad) they will then 
without compulfion, find their advantage In doub
ling Immediately thofe export'>, and eventually in
creating them to a far greater amount. 

That the proceeds of the fale of their forts and 
military flares to Government (eftimat-;d at near 
3,000,0001 t) would go a great way in dlf'(.hargwg 
of their debts; whllft the profits of their cQrn,merle 
alone would, In all probabIlIty, [oon create a fund 
for augmenting the dividend, upon folId ratJOn.11 

t As it is to the objeCt at large, that I would endeavour 
to C4Jl the attention of the nation, I have aVOIded, In gene
ral, entelll1g into the nlln urenef, of calculation, whIch WQuld, 
at prefent, only tend to fweTI the publIcation to an Ilunecef
j\.ry length, without bemg of the Jea!l importance, as things 

'are now circumlbnced. If therefore In the larger {urns there 
may prove to be a dIfference of an eighth. or a tenth more 
or leis, it ought to have no weight, as thofe may with eafe 
be more acclIrarely adfufred, fr,Quld the general idea be 
jl"'lged expedIent'. 

grounds 
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erounds to perhaps 20 per cent. or upwardr; efpe
cially whl>n we confider, that before their expen1i.ve 
~nd rermorial revenues, they dlnded 8 per 
~t. notwithflallding that the charge of the mlhtary 
"'abliihments they were then under the neceffity of 
11laintaining, and which would, in this event, be 
entirely faved, amounted to from 5 to 6 per CCllt. 

on their capital. 
That the confequences of rejeB:ing the Mogul's 

proffered fncndfhip may, at the fame time, in an
other point of VIew, be highly and immedia.tely 
alarming, as neceffity muft then force Ium either im
plicitly to follow out the views of the Mahrattors, or 
'(0 throw himfelf 111[0 the arms of the Frencht, whom . ~ 

t To point out In [orne mea[ure how much the Frl1lcb 
have been alarmed at the flying reports which have at dif. 
ferent times appeared in the news-papers with regard to this 
propofed alliance. I thall be(; leave to infert an extraCl: of & 

letter from a gentleman in France to hiS friend In Lon'D1I. 
It is dated Oaoher 18th J 77 3; but not having the honour 

of being hno'.vn either to the writer or to the gentleman to 
whom it w,.. addrefff'd, I had not an opportunity of feelD~ it 
ull aboveM"our months afterwards. 

" Some tIme dgO all the public papers of EIII'D}- gave 
" n~ that Major JJforrljon had arrived lfi London, in the 
" charaCler of Amb.l~ador from Shah Allum, as J.,logltl, with 
" offers of a ceffion of hiS fight to all ltulojla1l in tavour of 
"Bntam. What may be real 10 the matter I can by no 
" means Judge, but It made a greater nOlfe all over EdrDpc, 
.. and among all foreIgners, than any occurrence that hap
" pened dUTlng my obJervauoo, parucularly In ParIS, where 
" people of {peculation and of lInderlfandlfi~ In politick. 
" from all countnes generally meet. I had frequent OCCo/L 

., nUBS to be among them, and to wltnefs the~r Jealous rea
-, fODings on the {ubJeCl:· fl0m the Eri!: moment they conn
" ~red the Ob1ect fo Important, that they have not hitherto 
.. entertained the leilll doubt of Bri?lun's accepting aud car
" rying it into execution. Therefore their apprehenfions 
.. are extremr of thc..,:lower anti mfluence whKh Bn/am mar 

" thereby 
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he might inveR: with the Soubadary of the Com" 
pany's provinces; a ftep big with (Lmger, efPr~ 
cially {bould they be jomed, as before obior~d, 
by the European allventurers, who fove through ~c
empire, wIth no other view than that of felhng rl\'~ 
fervices to the higheft bIdder. 

That the ftability and. fobd dignity of regal go
vernment mun have infimtely greater weight with 
Afiatlck pnnces, than the fluCtuating unfleady ne.. 
folves of a Company of private men; wtulft the na
tives of Bntain, employed In the firit ftations Dbroad, 
<.QuId not then hope that theIr weIght in EleCtions, 
or influence in General Courts would fCTeen theit 
conduct from enquiry. They fhould then know that' 
they had Admimfrr ation tv account to, and Par~ 
hament to dread; in cOnlequence of which IllS Ma ... 
jefty's government in thofe countries would acquire 
a degree of authonty, firmnef~, equIty, anel mildnels, 
which the Indtans have never hItherto had an oppor
tUnity of experiencing ;c for, although many lllen 
of great integrity have filled the chIef offices 
in IndIa, yet, 10 a fyftem of univerfal c;:orruption, 
the ftnCteft honefry of a few can never to'l:em the 
torrent; nor is it pollible to expeCt: fidelit~)n the 
body at large, where there is n~ coercive power to 
enforce obedience, nor adequate authority to pu
niili a contrary conducr-. 

That the Brtttjh treafury, in confequence of this 
alliance, would {oon have an accefiion of revenue 
from HzndoJian, after de~·aying all charges, of at l:eaft 

'-" thereby obtain.--And I have good grounds to be per
u fuaded that the jealoufies and apprehenfions of di1ferent 
" courts, whofe interefts It may concern, are in no degree 
" lefs alarmed than thole of the fpecula~ive politicians. But 
•• they conceal tl..eir fears from a certainty that they cannot 
" prevent the event." 
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WJo,OOQ 1. (with a high probability of its amolllflt
in~jn a few years to four or five millions per .".. 
~m) exclu/ive of the advance in the Cuftoms and 
~ife lfhich muft neceifarily follow the Company's 

~
h. ~g trade; .whilft, as things remain in their 

p'r nt frate, Government not only runs the riik 
ing embarraffed with the 1,400,000 1. lately 

ad~nced, but of fufiering a great diminution if not 
a totall failure in the Company's duties; a poffible 
'w<l,.w, which all the addrefs of the Minifter, the 
ab~ft, and at the fame time the moil: patriotic that 
ever conducted the affairs of this or perhaps any 
other nation, could hardly prevent from being im
mediately attended by the moil: dreadf1l1 effeCts. 

'That not only the Company then, but the State. 
the B~k, the Stockholders in every fund, the 
Landed, the Monied, the Manufacturing, the 
Trading interefts of every denomination, appear 
evidently to be in the deepeft manner concerned 
irI the refolutions· which may now be adopted with 
regard to the propafed alliance and regulations, 
"Qd ftrongly challenges therefore the warmeil: and 
the molt ferious confideration of the nation at large; 
but more p}~ticularly of the Dir~ttion and the Pro
prietary orthe India Company, who without delay 
ought Wlay afide every trifling difcuffion, and 
join with GovernmeTtt in applymg an immediate 
and an effeCtual remedy. 

In great arrangements, however, I am perfectly 
fenfible, that much difficulty llluft be encountered 
from the prefuming vanity of the half-informed~ 
the hood-winked obftinacy of the ignorant, aruJ 
the darker and more malignant Views of the 
ambitious and felf-intereft~d; bur, in my humble 
apprehenfion, there does not exift, in th~ propofals 

N po" 
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noWhekl out. the leaft drcumftance of weight tIlt 
tan poffibly furnifh matter of objed:ion., \1nleflVto 
thefe only who regard every thmg through ~ 
tJ)Cdium of ftubborn prejudIce, or have othe~~ 
at heart than thofe for the publick.good. 

The ihart-fighted and the irrefolute, at the f3l~ 
time, may confider the danger as frill diibmt; priv9'le 
jnterefts may give falfe colourings to real fituatioAs; 
and difappointment and refentment may place eve
ry obftacle in the way of general good; but .A 
meafure, I will be bold to fay, can ever throw a 
greater luftre on his Majefty's reign, nor more ef
fentlally tend to promote the welfare of the nation at 
large, than ,the entering with dignity into the al· 
liance now folhClted by the defcendant o£ tbote 
princes, to whom fiis Majel1:y's predeceffors thought 
it no derogation to fend Ambaffadors, to f'Ue tor 
friendfhip and commercial proteCtion. 

, 
Having now touched, in the great and general 

line, upon ruch POInts as appeared moft worthy of 
obfervation, the corollaries to be drawn from tW
whole appear extremely fimrIe, W1que~nabIe, and 
clear; and furely a more Important cOPJfideration 
nevt'r engaged the attention of a thinki~ peOple. 
When we fee the greateft commercial body recorded 
in the annals of time tottering under a fyftem of 
government, the jarring ingredients of which the 
utmoft effort human wifdom can never reconcile; 
when we fee them in the fhort period of five years 
declining fram a fittJacion of the higbeft apparent 
ptotperity to the 'Verge of deftrud:ion ; when we 
cdnll&t how dreadful muft be their falt; how de .. 
ltnJlti~e to individual's, how fatal to the ftate i 
wht:za we percdve the ftrikin,.g, the abfolute im
{idlTJ.b~ of recovery WIder aDY ,nodUication of 

the 
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t.~ .FrefeDC idea o(commercw-fovet'eignty, and,on .. 
Ifatt the wholcwith the.great, the immediate, the flo
I},ourable advantages of the propofed arrangements, 

, ~~ eafy, the fafe, the unexpenfive mode of 
'ompli1hing t1;Le whole; to 1hrink from the in
.igation of ruch important objetts, muft bC!.r 

"'.ft~ng refemblance to the filly Oftrich, who, whea 
pli'ued by the hunters, inftead of endeavouring 
tOo efc'llpe, thrufts his head into a bulb, and fanciea 
~felf in fafety, becaufe he Dluts his eyes again! 
clQliuaion. 

THE END. 


