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THE

ADVANTAGES

OF AN

A LLIANTCE

WITH THE

GREAT MOGUL

HE minds of men, naturaiiy“attached to tld

cuftoms, are with difficulty prevailed upon
to enter unprejudiced into the confideration of any
plan, however promifing, whofe leading line ap-
pears fubverfive of a fyftem, let its evident ten-
dency be ever fo dangerous, which length of time
has fanftified, and they have been accuftomed to
view with partialyy.

When a man engages, therefore, in a great and
uncommon enterprize, however importan. the obs
Ject may be to his fellow citizens, he ought to
prepare his mind for difficulties, and his feelings
for difappointment * he mufl expect to find his beft
judged efforts checked by the ftubbornnefs of pre-
Judice, and darkened by the nufreprefentations of
private views; dilconcerted by the caprice of
fortune, or overpowered by the clathings of real
or Imaginary interefts : the greater number of

men
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men he will find,cannotereafon, many will not;
feme are too proud, to be taught, others too
lazy ; and that nine tenths of the world, atfuated
by different paffions, however oppofite 1n their re-
fpeftive fentiments, will too often join 1n condemn-
ing in the grofs a pomt perhaps of much real
advantage, rather than be led to conyiction by 2
candid and manly inveftigaticn,

The high and very fingular importance however
of the alhance which I have undertaken to nego-
ciate between the Sovereign Bf my native country
and the Lmperor of Hundoftan, will 1 fatter my-
felf render any apology unneceffary for perfevering
through every difficulty, regamdlefs of undeferved
cenfure ; and, in fubmitting an undifguifed tale tp
the publc eye, to leave it to every unbiafizd mind
to determive what degree of approbation or blame
my conduct may appear to deferve; or how fur
the arduous defign 1 have purfued with fteadi-
nefs, at the rif\ of life, fortune, and future vicws,
would, 1f adopted, prove beneficial to the nation
at large, and m a parucular manner to the Eaft In-
dra €ompany.

In the courfe of the following fheets I fhall have
frequent occafion to exprels myklf freely with re-
gard to meafures; but fhall induftrioufly avoid, as far
the nature of the fubjet will allow, any reflection
which ;may have a perfonal tendency, as I would
never wifh that any private rcafons for refenting un-
tnerited oppofition, hould influence my condut as
a public man. Thofe whofe advantages arife from
fcenes of confufion will ever ftruggle for their conti-
mmnance; by fuch therefore any artempt to bring
anarchy into order muft always be combated, and
recourfe will be had to every fpecies of falfe co-
louring to hide thelyreal motives; jn fueff fitva-

tions
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tions however it is the general fyftem that en-
courages fuch diforders awhich qught to be repro-
bateq ; the faults of individuals are the natural and,
unavoidable confequence ; a man of xandour, there-
fore, will regret them as flowing from the imper-
fettion of human nature, and think they demand
more of his pity than his cenfure.

To fet ip a proper hght the very uncommon
ftation 1n Which I at prefent appear, 1t may not be
improper to give a flight fketch’ of the brave, the
amiable, though hitherto unfortunate 8§bab Al-
fum, whole hitory at large would furnith a ftriking
inftance of the flu&uation of all human grandeur.

This Prince is the great great grandfon of Au-
rungzebe, the powerful fovereign of dne of the
.richeft and moft cxtenfive empires in the world,
which then included that immenfe tra&t of country
ftretching from Tartary to Cape Cgme, inyeand from
Perfia to the fronuers of Cluna. )

This mighty monarch, after a reign of above
fifty years, dicd i the 1707 of the Chnftian
era. His fon Babcder Shab monnted the throne
of his father without his abikities; and was fucceed-
ed in 1712 by his eldeft {fon Febandar Shab,.crand-
father of the prefent Emperor, who dying about
eighteen monthswfterwards, the lineal fucceflion was
then interrupted, his nephew Firrokbfere ufurping
the government 1n prejudice to his fon. This Prince
reigned fix years, when being put to death by two
ambitious Omrahs called the Seids, they placed on
the throne Rafferh ul Dirjdt, another grandfon of
Babader Shab, who, ifter a fhort reign of three
months, being difpatched by the hands that raifed
him, his brether Raffeib al Dowla became the
‘fleeting monarch of a few days; when he was fuc-
ceeded by Mabommed, alfo a grandfon of Babader

bak.
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The firft-at of this prince’s reign was to put to
death the two Sergs, who had long tyrannized over
Jhe ftate, exalting and depofing monarchs at_their
pleafure. The diftractions flowing from thé am-
bition of thefe nobles gave the firft blow 10 the
Mogul empire, moft of the Omrahs, either from
envy or dread of their power, {ecking for fafety
in their refpective governments, which they raifed
by degrees into independent fovereignties.

Among the chief of thefe great lords were Nizam
1] Mulluk, Soubadar of the Decan (father to the pre-
fent Souba) and Sadst, the Nabob of Qud.  The for-
mer of thefe, to call off the attention of the indolent
Moebammed, and cover the better his own ambitious
views, encouraged the Mabratiors to ravage the
kingdoms of Aymere Malava, Biana, and Narvar
when the weak prince, not having {pirit to meet
them in.the field, digracefully fubmitted to be-
come tributary to thofe marauders, and ftrpulated
to pay them the Chout or fourth part of the reve-
nue of thofe provinces they had attacked.

This was a mortal wound to this pufillanimous
prince’s authority 5 fear, the only inducement to
obedisnce 1 Hindoftan, being now removed,
every chieftain rofe into aprince, and fet at nought
the mandates of fo wretched, fo «imid an admini-
ftration.

ft would be improper here to enter into a detai
of the various intrigues of the different nobles tq
eflablith their independency; it is neceffary only to
mark fuch of the lesding lines as haftened the
downfal of the empire. The Nizam and Sadis
were competitors for power with Dowran the
Capuin-general, whom finding o have fupe-
rior intereft with his royal mafter, they formed
the defperate refolution of inviting the famous

Nadir
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NadirShab,Kingof Perfia,toattack their native coun-
try. The fuccefs of the Pewfian gave a fatal blow to
the empire. The indolent Mogul made a furrender
of all fo the conqueior; who feared *him however
fo little, that he re-eftablifhed him in his fovereign-
ty, after annexing Candabar, Cabonl, with many of
the weftern provinces to the crown of Perfiz, and
carrying off with him in gold and jewels, from the
beft authorities, above 123,000,000 1. fterling.

The two traitors, howeyer, the Nizam and Sa-
dit, were defervedly ueated by Nadir in the moft
contumelious manner. The latter in defpair poi-
{oned himfelf; but the other lived to have after-
wards the chief management of the affairs of the
«<mpire, and died af &olconda in the year 1748, at
the age of 104.

Sadit was fucceeded as Nabob of Oxd by Seif-
dar Jung (father of the prefent Suja ul*Dowla)
who, poflefied of a fmooth tongue and plaufible man-
ner, without the leaft {park of perfonal courage, fo
neceflary 1n fuch diftratted times, had by afortunate
co-mcidence of circumitances, rofe from a mean
ftation to the dignity of an Omrah, a Souba, and
at laft Vizier of the empire under Abmed this
prince’s fucceflor *,

The

* Colonel Dow thus defcribes Sevfidar Fung : ¢ This fellow
¢ was originally a merchant of Perfia, known there by the
< name of Abul Manjur : he travelled to JIndia to fell his
commodities, and was retained there as an accomptant by
the famous Sadir, Nabob of Osd s he behaved fo much to
his mafier’s farisfaétion that he raifed him to a command
in the army, and conferred uwpon him his daughter in
marriage.”——Mr. Doaw, in another part, calls him * »
mean Perfian pedlar.”” This meannels of his origin how-
ever appears rather exaggerated, as the celebrated Nyyug
Kban (whom 1 thall have occafion to mention hereafter) in-
formed me at Delbi, that he was of a good family in Perfia,

but
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The Emperor Mshammed died in the year 1747,
after an unfortunate réign of near thirty years,
dufing which he had feen his kingdom conguered,
plidndered, and difinembered by a foreign prince,
and torn to pieces by his own ambitious nobles,
whom his authority was infufficient to reftrain.

He was fucceeded by his fon Abmed, who in the
year 1753 was put to death by his Captain-gereral
Ghazi ul Dien, a youth of eighteen years of age,
and grandfon of the famous Nizam ul Muluk,
Souba of the Decan.  Ghaz: immediately refeated
from confinement Eez u/ Dien, fon of Febandar
Shab, and father of the preffnt Mogul, the eldeft
branch of the howle of Timur, and enthroned him
by the name of Allumgueer, taking upon himfeif at
the fame time the office of Vizier. e

The new monarch however found himfelf fiill -
little fuperior to” a ftate pageant : he pofefled the
mere fhadow of royalty without any thing of the
fubftance, the young Vizier ruling every where
with the mott arbitrary defpotifim,

The hiftory of this reign from the acceffion to
the death of the king, is nothing but the hiftory
of the political intrigues and affaflinations of the
Vigier. Many of the moft powerful Omrahs he
took off by the dagger,  whilft he confifcated the
cftates of others, who fled beyond his reach.

Munnu, the gallant Souba of Labore, who had
recovered that province from Abdallab, King of the

buthavingmadehimfelf obnoxious eitherto the laws or to his
prince, he had been obliged to fly his country; addiag an
anecdote with regard to him, ¢ That when he artived at Delbi
<¢ he was only in poffeflion of forty rypees, which he nad
« obtained by the fale of a Rutt (a kind of carriage) be-
& longing to a poor peafant, whom he had murdered on the
3 xoa .,l ’
Dmmmiu'
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Diurannies, and defendeds it agaioft him for mafy
years, being accidentally killed about this time+
by a fall from his horfe, Abdallab foot reconquered
all he had loft *.,

The fuccefles of Abdallzb roufed the attention
of the Court of Delbiy it was refolved that the
Prince Ali Gober (now the Great Magu/) in con-
junttion with the Vizier, fhould march againft him;
but Ghazi not thinking ig his intereft to rifk an
engagement with the Perfian, the great preparations,
which had drained the royal treafury, ended only
in parade. .

From this time the Prince became an objeét of
+the Vizier’s jealoufy; and, together with his fa-
ther, was confined as a prifoner of ftate: about the
year 1758 however he found means to make his
efcape, and, levying a body of men, he collected
the revenues of the adjacent provinces; but, being
inveigled to Defbi, on the oath of the Vizier, and
the faith of a number of the Omrahs who {wore to
protect him, he was betrayed, and again confined
by Gbazi 1n the houfe of one of the nobles, which,
in Hindoftan, are fortified like thofe of the Ba-
rons while the feudal fyftem prevailed in Europe :
here he remainede two months, when the Vizier
withihg to have him ftill more under his power,
refolved to remove him to the citadel, and fent
accordingly 500 horfe to execute his commands.

+ 1754

* This Abdallab was originally 2 Chubdar or Mace-bearer
to Nadir §bab: on the death of this prince he became
chief of a band of robbers; and having the fortune to inter-
cept a Perfian connoy of 3000 camels, Jaden with gold, arms,
agd provifions, he immediately levied a great army, and,
taking advantage of the diftralted ftate both of Perfaz and
Hindoflan, made himfelf matter of Candabar, Cabul, with fe-
veral other prgvinces lying betwgen the two empires, and.
ereed the whole inte 2 kingdomecalled Ghy/ai.

The
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"The Prince refufed to cpmply; he fhut the gates,
and with a few friends defended the houfe for two
days againft rtpeated reinforcements of the Vizier’s
troops ; when feeing the impoffibility of continuing
the unequal conteft, he formed the galiant refolution
of cutting his way through the-enemy. He difclo-
fed the defign to his friends, but only fix had the
courage to accompany him in this defpesate attempt.
The Raja Ramnat, Seidi Al, and four common
troopers mounted within the court n the morning of
the third day, when the gate being fuddenly thrown
open, the prince at their head ruthed forth fword
in hand, and hewed his way through thoufands of
the troops of Ghazi. One.of the horfemen was
killed, Se:di was wounded, but the Prince and the
reft of his brave followers efcaped unhurt, )

. At Vizierabadhe fell inwith Ittulrow the Mabrat-
tor, whom he joined ; but finding all thischief’s views
were only to raife contributions on the country in
the Prince’s name, he left him and repaired to
Secundra, where Nijib ul Dowla, Bukhfkee or trea-
furer of the Empire refided, between whom and
theVizier a mortal enmity fubfifted: but this
Omrzh not joining heartily in his caufe, he pro-
ceeded for Lucknow, where Suya ul Dowla then kept
his court : this Souba however having by the wvil-
lanies of his father, and the co-incidence ofinteftine
commotions, become an independent fovereign, had
no wifh to revive the power of the Empire: he
made the Prince tlterefore a nafir * of elephants,
horfes, and a fmall fum of money, and declined any
further concern in his affairs.

The Prince Al Gober, or as he was fometimes
called Shab Zadé §, upon this difappointment
fet out for Allababad, then under the dominion of

¢ Mobammed
* Nafir, i. €. 3 prefent, 1 The King’s fon.
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Mobammed Kuli Khan +, where they planned the
invafion of Bengal and Bebar, to the Nabobthip
of which Lord Clive had fome time before raifed”
Meer Faffiers Orders were in confequence iffued
to all the neighbouring Rajas; and fuch was the in-
fluence of the mere name of the undoubted heir of
the empire, that, without money, and fupported
only by a’nabob of htile power, he foon found
himfelf at the head of above 60,000 meh,

He laid fiegt to Parna? and had there been only
Indian Powers to contend with, Meer Faffier and
Ramnaran, the Nahob of Bebar, would foon have
been ftripped of their dominions; but the fuperior

niws and bravery of a Clrve ftruck terror through

is army. The éaftern people are great fatalifts;
it is almoft impofiible to lead them to battle againft
a fortunate general; they confider it as fighting
againft the Deity; and when once a man has the
reputation of fuccefs, nothing is too bold for him

to attempt *
Various

+ 1762.

. T7he unfortunate Shabzad? (fays Mr. Scrafron) whofe
amiable charater deferved a better fate, foon perceived the
Colonel (Clive) wae the only obftacle to his fuccefs; and
having found he was not to be allured by the flattering pro-
fperity that for fome time attended him, endeavoured now to
make an impreflion on him by his misfortunes. He repre-
fented to the Colonel, in a very pathetic letter, the peculiar
wretchednefs of his fate; ¢ That born to a crown, the per-
¢¢ fecution of the vizier had left him not a fpot to reft on
*¢ that he had no intentions againft Meer Fafier’s Iife or go
#¢ vernment; that all he aimed at was an army to make head
¢ againft the vizier; and if it pleafed God to favour his
‘¢ caufe, the Colonel might command any advintages for
4 the Company or himfelf.” This the Colonel commupi.
cated to the Souba’s fon and Ramnaran, who both agreed- it
would be dangerous to have a prince of the blood in any og
the provincese that he woul;si prove a conftant fource o

plots
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Various were the difficulties under which this
Prinee afterwards ftruggled, till he at length i the
Jear 1764 furrendered himfelf into the hands of
Genera Carnac at Geiab in Bebar, It was here he
&rft received intelligence of the myrder of his fa-
ther Allumgueer, who had been affaffinated by the
Vizier Ghazi ul Dien about four years before; and
was foon after proelaimed emperor at Patna.

‘Fhe Britifb however at this time not mclining to
affift in placing him in_his throne, he a fecond
time had recourfe to Sufe'w/ Dowla, who in the
mean time had got poflefhion of Alizbakad, in confe-
quence of the death of Mobammed Kuli Kbhap,
whom he had caufed to be affaflinated at his devotions.

Suja now thought the pofleffion of the King’s
perfon of importance; he treated him therefore
with the farce of royalty, but he was no longer at
liberty : he obliged Skab Allum to appoint him Vi-
zier of the empire®, and to ratify a variety of

grants

plots and confpiracies apainft the Souba; would draw om
him the refentment of the vizier, and finally involve the
country in continual troubles. The Colonel therefore fent
back t(xe meflenger with a refpe&tful letter, and a prefent of
five hundred gold Mohurs [about 10bo fterling]. His be-
haviour fo charmed the prince, that he fent him word he
would force himfelf nader hus protettion, and dare him to
deliver him up; but the Colonel was neceffitated to anfwer,
that he a&ted under the Souba’s arders, and would therefore
by no means advife him to put himfelf in his power., In
confequence of which the unhappy Sbabradé was obliged to
feek E)me other refuge.

® Ghazi sl Dien, the former vizier, who ac the age of five-
and-twenty had put to death two emperors, and (according
to Colonel Dow) had' crowded into a few years of early youth
more crimes and abilities than other confumynate villains have
done into a Jong life of wickednefs and treachery, findin
himfelf borne down by the fuperior fortune of his rival N7
ul Dowla, whofe caufe had now been efpoufed by Abdalia,

ook
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grants and deeds, under the fanction of which he
meant to aggrandize himiclf, and duitrefs the.necigh-
‘bouring provinces.

About this time Coffim Al Khan, haviag been
defeated by Major Adams, fled with an immenfe
treafure, and took fhelter with $xj2, whom he pre-
vailed upost .to march down upon the Company’s
provinces: the King was of neceffity in their
train: they wtre souted by Colonel Monro at
Buxar: the Soubas elcapeds and Sbab Allum once
more fought the prareétion of the Englyb.

The Brit:fb politicks however ftill would net ad-
mit «of therr aflifting the Mogul in the recovery of
his capital; but® the Cors province and part
of Allabakad were.allotted to him, by way of royal
demefne, for his fubfiftence and in-the ponth of
oAuguft 1765, as a further fupport of his dignity,
Lord Clive, among ather arrangements, by formal
treaty ftipulated zo allow him twenty-fix lacks of
rupees, in confideration of his.appointing the Egff
India Company to the Dewannée of Bengal, Bebar,

and Oriffa . bdallab
allab,

took sefoge with 2 Rajah of the Fares; and now wanders
over the neighbouring provinces with a few vagabonds,
watching an oppertumiry of emerging again into power,

1t Copy of the agreement wbereby the Right Henaurable Robert

Lord Clive, .oz the part of the Englhih Eaft India Company,

agrees to pay the King Shah Allum, from the revenues of

Bengal, Behar, and Orifla, the fum of rwenty-fix lacks, or

325,000 /. per annum, 1 gramtude for the favours which

bis Lordfbip and the Company Lad recerved from hbis Imperial

Majefly. Daadd 1g1h duguft 1765.

Articles of agreement with bis Majefly.

‘The Nabob Ngjim ul Dowla agrees to pay to his Ma-
jefty out of the revenues of Besgal, Behar, and Oriffa, the
Jum of 26 lacks of rupees a year, without any dedu&lion for

Bz bats,
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Abdalish, in the mean time, and the Mabrattors
deluged with blood the capital and the adjacens
provinces. It is not however my intention to dwell
on fuch dreadful fcenes. The wretched Delbians
groaned alternately under the yoke of thofe favage
montters, as fortune gave fuperiority 1o their arms,
The Perfian, however, having at length defeated
them 1n a pitched battle, in which they loft above
50,000 men, he invited Skab Allunm’to Delb:; but,
being too prudent to truft himfelf with the barba.
rian, he raifed to the throne Fewan Bukbt (the Shab’s
eldeft fon) under the tuition of Nijib ul Dewia, and
then marched for Perfia.

Shab Ailuh, during thefe convulfions, unable to
lend the leaft affiftance to hus diftreffed fubjeéts,
remaineq at Allabgbad ull the year 14771, perfonally
protected indeed by the Company, but denied every
atd towards the recovery of his throne. Often had
he enforced to them the facility with which, amidft
fuch jarring factions, he cculd eftabhith humfelf in

his

basta, on bills of exchange, by regulas monthly payments,
amounting to Rs. 216,666 10 g per month; the firlt pay-
ment to commence from the ift of Sep?ember of the prefent

ear ; and the Englith Company, in confitleration of his Ma-
Jefty’s having been gracioufly pleafed to grant them the De,
wannee of Bengal, &c. do engage them{elves to be fecurst
for the vegular payment of the fame It fhall be paid montg
by month from the falory of Parwa to Rayab Shetabroy, or
whom{foever his Majefty mdy think preper 1o nominate, thag
it niay be forwarded by him to the court; but in cafe the
territoligs of the aforefaid Nabob fhould be invaded by any
foreign enemy, a deduftion is then to be made ont of the
ftipulared revenue, proportionably to the damage that may
be {uhtained.

In confideration of Nujuff Khan's having joined the
Englip forces, and afted 1a his Majefty’s fervige in the late
war, his Majety will be g¥acioufly pleafed to%!low him the
fum of twa lacks of yupees a year, to be paid by equal

’ morthly
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his dommions ; often had he explained the nom-
berle¥ advantages which might theénce accrue to
therr commercial and political interefts, but in vainy
at length however, underftanding that De/bi was in
the poficflion of Zabda Kban a Robella chief* (fon of
Nyyib wl Dowla, whom 1 have formerly mentioned,
as treafurer of the empire) and thar with a {mall
army hie could eafily recover it, he applied for a
few troops, which the Governor, not thinking
himfelf properly authorized to grant, he propofed
attempting it with his own force; to which the
Governor and Council making no obje&ion, he
.was accordingly efcorted to the frontiers of the
Cira province by Sir Robert Barker and Swja sl
Dowle : Yet fuch was his attachment to the
Englifh, that although his duty 1o himfelf and his
people made every effort neceflary that had a pro-.
babality of fuccefs, at parting with Sir Roberz he
could not difguife his feclings, the tears flowed
from his eyes, and for two days his attendants could
hardly preyail with him to take the fmalleft {uf-
tenance.
monthly payments ; the firlt payment to commence from the
t#t of September of the prefent year: and in default thereof,
the Englib Company, who gre guarantees for the fame, will
make 1t good out of the revenuc allotted to his Majefty from
the territories of Beggal.  If the territories of Rengal thould
at any tig be invaded, and on that account a deduélion
be made out of the royal revenue, in fuch cafe a proportion-
able dedu@tion fhall alfo be made out of Nusf Kban's als

lbwance.
Dated the ygth of Aug. 1765,
For1-William, 30th Seprember 17€5.
A troe copy.
ArLex. CAMPERLL,
8.8.C.

* A matiot gf Parans who pofleg great part of the country
between Delbs and Lucknow, oneof Suja x! Dowlg’s princi-

p2l towns in the province of Oud.
At
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At Furakbabad his Majelty was joined by the
Mabrattors, who, from motives of private intereft,
proffered him that aflittance which_the Englzfb had
refufed, and which, though unwillingly, he was
under the neceflity of accepung, The Robilla
chief fled at his approach; and he {oon after efitered:
Delbi, where he was received with open arms by
his fon fewsn Bukkt (whom Abdallab had placed
upon the throne) who immediately refigned to his
father every eafign of royalty.

Having thus flightly touched upon fuch of the
principal lines of the Emperor’s Hiftory, as ap-
peared neceffary to iiluftrate the nature and ten-
dency of my embafly, I fhall now proceed to ex-

lain the motives and principles upon which I
fiave proceeded. -

In the year 1768 I arrived in Bengal with the
appointment of Major in the Company’s forces on
that eftablithmenrt ; and, as early as Offoser 176y,
1 conceived the idea of re-eftablithing the Em-
peror on his throne. The advantages to my
country, which T fhall enlarge upon in the fol-
towing fheets, ftruck me forcibly ; and the invete-
racy of the varieus faltions ameng his Judian foes
affured me of fuccefs. .

A few days before I marched from Hazagunje
to Bankypere I had been introduced to his Majefty
at Alabsbad by Colonel Sir Robert Barker: but
what was my aftonithinent to find a4 prince, born
to one of the greateft empires in the world, a
prince of amiable manners, of tried fortitude,
courage, and ability, fitting in a hut covered
with ftiraw, hardly large enowgh to hold abowve
twelve people; yet this hut was called the Dar-
dar or Court of tge Great Mogul ; and lﬁhlls

while
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while protetted by the Englifh Laft [sdia Come
any *. X

Thg refle@ions which arofein my mind from this
circumftance, joined to the obfervations I had
made, and the iatelligence 1 had received of the
fituation of the country, made fo ftrong an impre{-
fion on my mind, that when I arrived at Banky-
pore I framed the rough draught of a plan, for raif-
ing at my dwn expence a body of men fufficientfor
reftoring Shab llum to thg throne of his anceftors,
This fketch I fhowed to Mr. Rumbold, then Chief
of Patna, and afterwards to Sir Robert Barker,
from whom I obrainedd leave to proceed to Calcutta
tn lay it before the Governor and Council; but
Mr. Cartier, not then judging the crifis favourable,
diffuaded me from moving in it further at thac
time.

Yer ftill the more I viewed ity the more I con-
fidered it as an object of great public utility, and
only waited till the fituation of the Company’s af-
farrs might induce their fervants to look upon it
bin the fame important light,

About two years afterwards, however, a circum-
ftance happened, which induced me to refign the
Company’s fervice. Advices from England inform-

* On enquiring ifito the reafon of this treatment, which
appeared to me to border upon barbarifm, I was inform-
ed, that his Majefty had princely accommodations within
the fort, but as they did not choofe to admit his attendants
and guards, he rather inclined to put up with the little in=
eonvenient place in which I faw him. [ could not however
help refleting on the honours paid to the Vizier Sura #f
Doavla as he pafied and repaffed the Britith cantonments
at Hazugumye, when the troops were ordered under arms,
and he was faluted with nineteen guns; whilft his Ma-
jelty on his march to and from Fy/wbad had not the leaft nos
tice taken of him,

ed
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¢d me that the Court of Direors had appoitited
Captain Eyres to the rank of oldeft Majar on the
Bengal eftablithment; as [ ever conceived it there-
fore to be in the higheft degree unjuft to promote
one man over the heads of others, agamnft whom not
the moft diftant imputation could lie, I applied
to Sir Robert Barker for leave ta proceed for Cal«
cutia torefign my commiffion ; I received from Sir
Robert a polite anfwer, and immediately left Mon-
gueer+. ) ‘

On my arrival dt Calcutta, previous to refigning
my commiffion, I'wrote to the Governor and Seleé
Committee, enclofing progofals relative to nmiy plan,
copies of which with the Secretary’s anfwer are in-
ferted below *, )

Finding

+ o0 Major John Morrifon, of the Third Brigade.

- Head Quarters, Mongueer, Now. 11, 1771,
SIR,

In confequence of your application to proceed to the pre-
fideucy, in order to refign the Honourable Compary’s fer-
vige, I now grant you my permiffion ; and take thisopportu.
nity to affire you, thatduring the time you have been under
my command, your condu& and behaviour has heen in every
refped fatisfaftory, and you may make ufe of this letter on
all occafions where you think my recofomendation may tend
to your interet. .

I am, Sir y
Your molt obedient humble fervant,

R. Barxzn.

® % the Homourable Johm Cartier, Efg; Prefident, awd

Members of 1he Sele&s Cafmiuu:ﬁ ! b
Honourable 8ir and Sirs,

1 Ifb:l;e inclafed pmp;ﬁls, which i have ;h henour to

ay before you, meet with your approbation, I hembly 3

pgfc to fct?ﬁ' immediately to lmy}t?:cm befare the Emm

Hindsftan to obtein hjs confent, together with fuch s

from his Majefty as may be fatis}gétoxy to the Honm
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Finding my intelligence from England foon after-
wards confirmed by the afrival of Major Eyres, 1 ap-

plied°*to the Prefident and Council for redrefs; bur®
on

able Court of Direflors, before whom I propofe to de-
liver them in perfon for their final determination. , .

If I am fo happy as to meet with your concurrence, I
humbly reqleft that you would be pleafed to indulge me
with a brevet of Lieut. Colonel, and an efcort of twenty
horfe, with letters tc the Kdng, and to his Vizier Swa »/
Dowla, acquainting them with your approbation and my
defign.
I am, with great sefpeft, Honourable Sir and Sirs,

-Calcutia, Your moft obliged and moft
Dec. bth 1771, QObedient humble fervant,

Joun Morki1sox.

The Memorial of John Morrifon, Efg; Major ién the Third Bri-
gade, commanded by Brigadier-general Sir Robert Barker,
Kmght, Commander in Chief of thx Honouradl? Eaft Ipdia
Compary’s forces.

He begs leave to make the following propofals to the Ho-
nourable the Prefident, £€5¢. Members of the Sele@ Com-
mittee.

'That he will undertake to raife for the fervice of the Ho-
nourable Company two thoufand horfe, and eight thoufand
fepoys, with their officers complete.

That as he does not intend to put the Company to the
lealt unneceflary exgence, he propofes to put them into the
fervice of the King, with this reftriction, that if the Honour-
able Company’s fettlements fhall be invaded by any power
whatfoever, they fhall march to their afiftance, when de-
manded by the Honourable the Prefident and Members of
the Sele@t Committee.

That they thall then receive ffom the Honourable Com-
pany, from the date of their marching orders, the fame pay
and gratuity as the Honourable Company’s troops,  °

That as arms and accoutrements will be wanting, with
twenty-four ficld-pieces, and fome battcring cannon, he pro-
pofes two lacks of rupees a year fall be paid to the Honopre
able Company for their ufe,

‘That as European officers will be neceflary, for the dif-
ciplining and commmdingc the }xorfc, and the diﬁ'ercntl!_m.

: taliong
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on their affuring me, that<t was not in their power,,
the orders from the Court of Dire€tors being po-
fitive, I defired leave to refign the fervice, which

was

talions of .Sepoys, he propefes that fuch a number be incor-
norated as may be thought neceflary for that purpofe.

That every officer, on his being appointed to shis corps, is
to take an oath of fidelity to the Company, that he will
always promote to the utmoft of his power ¢he intereft of the
Compazy, and obey from time to time all fuch orders as he
may receive ftom the Honoyrable the Prefident and Mem-
bers of the Seleét Committee, or thejr commander in chief.

That as cloth, warlike flores, &c. will be wanting, he
propofes the: purchafe to be made from the Honourable Com-

any,

» I-%,e begs léave tn point out fome of the muny advantages
this body of troops will be of to the Company. They will
always be ready in cafe of amy emergency; taey will be at
hand to counfeyact any part the enemies of the Company
may take, and keep the Mabrattors in awe.

will take from the Company yearly large quantities
of their flaple commodities, and may be the means of ex-
tending their commerce through the Mogul empire.

If the Company’s fettlements on the Coafts thould be at-
tacked, by their making a diverfion in their-favcur they
might render the Company the utmoft fervice.

If thefe propofals are agroeable to the Honourable the Pre-
fident and Members of the Sele® Committee, he will with
their permiffion lay thenr before the King ; 1f he approves of
them, he will then wait on the Honourable Court of Di-
re@ors for their approbation, or follow fuch dire@ions as the
Honoorable the Prefident and Members of the Sele® Coms.
mittee thall think proper to give them,

7o Major John Morrifon..

SIR,

I am dire@ed by the Hanourable the Prefident and Mem--

bers of the Sele& Committee to inform you, that after havin
iven the moft attentive perafal to your memorial they confi-
er the general tendency of your plan to be in every degree:
inadmifithle, snd to wirich, from their duty to the Com-
peny, they areobliged togive the moft abfolute difcourage~
ment: but they at the famR time defire me o affare y‘;:-:‘:L
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awas accordingly complied with, antl a certificac®
fent me of my behavidur while I had the honou®
-of bearing the Company’s commiffion *.
In

that from your general goed charalter, they are perfuaded a
zeal for the Company’s imtereft has been a chief motive with
you in forming a fcheme of this nature, I am farther ordered
to fignify w you therr entire approbatien and good opinion
«f your military abilitics.

1am, Si?,
Fort William, Yoaur moft obedient fervant,
gth Dec. 1771, W. Hosea
Sec. Sel. Com.

Lo the Honoxrable John Cartier, Efg; Prefident, and the
Council at Fort William.

-Henourable Sir and Sirs,

:From my. firft appointment in Benga/ I was refolved to re,
~commend myfclf to the Gentlemen yn power, by a clofe and
diligent difcharge of that truft the Court of Diretors was
pleafed to invelt 'me with., How well I have performed my
part I appeal to you, Ecnt!emen, to my general, and to

.every officer I have-had the hononr to ferve with,
Before my arrival three Lieutenant-colonels and three

Aypernumerary Majors were added to the eftablifhment: this
was a grievance I did not complain of, as.1 boped for the
Jike indulgence when.I came to be known,

On the death of that good andsexcellent officer Major. Du-
carrel, I applied to othe General'to be removed to the Se-
poy corps, -for which there'is no additional pay or batta, Ia
anfwer to which the general wiote me, )

¢ Whenever :I have an opportunity of obliging ‘Major
“¢ Morrifon, I thall think myfelf happy an fo doing; you
¢ thall be removed to the Sepoy corps.”” 'This letter was

-dated-Qaber 1770.

When the General arrived at Danapour, ‘Lieutenant-colo-
unel Lefze made known his intentions of returning to Eurgpe
by the fhips of the feafon : as I was the oldeft Majar, I ex-
pected to fucceed to Licutenant-cqlonel Lgfe, and of courfe
20 the command &f the battalion whichIhad formed and dife
«<iplined.

On Licutenant-colonel-#zswoed’s reflignation, Major Taos-

dingham was appointed 2 ‘Lieutgnant-colonel; therefore I
£ 2 looked
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In this place 1 cannot h¢lp obferving, that there
«oes not exift a more illibera, a more unjuft fyftem
than that of fuperceflion without the fhado¥ of

complaint ;

looked upon it as my right to fucceed to Lientenant-colone!
Leflie, when he refigred, as it made no addition to the efta-
blifhment.

I have had the mortification to fee a younger Major taken
from a genera] court martial, pn which he was a member,
fitting at Caleutta, fent three hundred miles to command at
Myngueer, when I was at Baankppore, only ninety-fix from
that place : this, however, Idid not think much of; but
when the fame Major was in December 1770 taken from the
Sepoy corps of the fecond brigade, to command the Sepoys of
the third, under Lieutenant-colone! Gailliex at Ailababad,
I felt myfelf injured; I waited or Geueral Barker, made
known my intentions of quitting the fervice, and returning
to Europe by the laft fhip of the {eafon: but before [ had
fettled my affairs to proceed to Calcutta, an order arnved for
the third brigade to take the field, 1 changed then my re-
{olution, as the Jong withed-for opportunity, I thoupht, was
arnved of convincing my noble patron, Lord North. I was
gpot unworthy of his favours. He had recommended me to
the Court of Direftors with the ardour of a friend, fupported
my intereft with his whole weight, and in a mauner ftaked
his honour for my abilities. 'Till ¥ had difcharged him,
therefore, of his obligations to the Company in my appoint-
ment, I could have no thought for myféif. The httory of
that campaign you are well acquainted with - the &Eportu—

Snity was Ioft of returning to Eurgpe, as the brigade did not
aherurn to quarters tall the 4th of May.
2 1 am now again fuperfeded by Caprains #lding and Eyrev,
gthe firft reftored to his rank as Lieutenant-colonel,'the fecond
appointed a Major: this is a rank he hed no right to, by
* Pvhe rank he had in the army when he refigned . he was then
5: Captain next before Captain Hefman.
£ 'This i¢ the fourth time I have been fuperfeded fince I an-
¥ived in the country, by Captains Wildiag, Goddard, and
“SEyres, and Lieurenant-colontl Winwood ; the three firft were
&Captains for forpe months after my arrival, and the fourth,
ieutenant-colonel #7inawond, was taken from the artillery.
w Is this a reward for my faithful and dihgent fervices ? to

Zyou, gentlemen, I appeal.

.

N,

. :3(\ I mng
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complaint; nor among the many bad meafures
which have been driving the Company to the verge
of ruin, could one be conceived of a more per-

nicious

I muft therefore beg leave to refign the Honourable Com-
pany’s fervice, a fervice in which I cannot remain with ho-
nour or fatisfalion to myfelf, till I meet with redrefs from
the Court of Pire&ors. ¢

T propofe returming by land ; the roate I intend to take is,
by Fyfabad, Delia, Cabeul, Qundabar, through Perfa and
Rufia.

I claim your prote@tion as a Brery/b fubjedt, and requeft,
as a particular favour, ypu will give me every aflifance in
your power.——TI am, with great refpedt,

Honourable s1r and Sirs,
Calatta, Your moft abedient
Dee. 16, 1771, and very humble fervans,
Joun Morri1son,

Anfwer from the Prefident and Council, *December 1616 1771.

To Major John Morrifon,
SIR,

By the ‘Honourable the Prefident and Council I am direed
to acknowledge the receipt of your addrefs to them, and to
acquaint you in reply, that the Honourable the Court of
Direétors have been pleafed to dire®, that every officer who
may apprchend him{:1f to be aggrieved is to lay his cafe be-
fore the goard‘, 4nd fhould it %e referred to the decifion of
the DireCtors, he is {9 remain in Jzdsa until their orders can
be fent thereon ; for if he goes to England they declare they
fhall look apon his refignahion as an effeftual bar againft his
being employed again.

Tﬁc Board defire that you will give due confideration to
this order of the Direfiors ; afier which if you flill remain
fixed 1n your determination of refigning the tervice and re-
turning 1o England, they are really to receive your commif-
fiow, and grant you leave to proceed according to your firft,
intentions,

Iam, 8ir,
Fort Willam, Your m,kt ovedient fervant,
16th Dec, 1771, W, Wrxnung Sec.

T
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nicious tendency. When a gentleman goes to In-
dia, either in the ciilcor mulicary lines, with a
probability of rifing n a courfe of years,it will
operatc

o the Howourable John Cartier, Efg; Prefident, and the
Counc:l of Fort William.
Honourable Sir and Sirs,

In anfwer to a letter, dated Dscember 16th, which I had
the honour to receive this day at one o'clock from your Ho-
nourzble Board, through yaur Secretary Mr. #'ynne, I beg
leave to point out the eftablithment, and my ftand ng in this
army ; {uch as was fhewn to me on my appointment, by the
the then Honourable Chairman, Mr. Raxs.

CovLonNEeLs, Rickard Smith, S Robert Banker, Jofeph Peach.

L1zureEnanNT-cOLONELS, Charles Chapman, Alexander
Champion, Hugh Grant, Charles Prmble, George Sempil,®
Matheay Leflse .

Majors, Primrofe Garlliex, Gilbert Ironfide, Fames Mor-
gan, «£nthony Polier, Douglas Hill, Fobn Cummins,
Englfb, Sotn Morrifin, Welham Blair.

ou fee, gentlemen, my real flanding in this army, is
next to Lieutenant-colonel Cummins ; 1 hope you will not
think this an imaginary grievance, poroondemn me for the
refolution 1 have taken to return to Europe, to regain, if
poflible, the rank I have loft : if it was in your power, I am
tully convinced I fhould not have occafion to undertake this
ourney, .

I‘hxcﬁy forry I fhould differ in epinion from the Honourable
she Court of Direftors, but it 1s impofiible for me to ferve
in the fitaation I am now in, nor have’l fortune fufficient to
maintain me in this country Gl {uch time as an anfwer
could be received ; as 1t is, by the time I land in Exgland, I
thall have diminithed my private fortune very confiderably,
fince I have been appointed to the Honourable Company’s
ferviee,

I requeft you will favouf me with acertificate of my beha-
viour, &¢. duning the ume I have had the honour to ferve

in Bengal.

I am, with great refpect,
Honourable Sir and Sirs,
Calcptra, Your moft obedient
38th Dec. 1771, and very humble fervant,
Jouw Moxrrison,

Certificate
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operate as ftrong a fecurity for his good behaviour,
and he will pafs through the hampered {ubordinate
ftations with chearfuluefs and attention to the Com-
any’s interefts.” But once dcprive him of this
ope, once convincé him that intereft at home
will outweigh fervices abtoad, you cool his ardor,
you render pim carelefs of the public weal, and force
him in defpai¢ to grafp at any immediate oppor-
tunity of impreving his fortune, however incon-
fitent with the general good. Moneylefs merit,
daily experience will inform.him, never attraéts at-
tention, whilft all powerful gold will cover a mul
vtude of fins. To cenfure individuals abroad
"theretore for deviating from the path of integrity is
abfurd, whilft the example is fet them here at
home; the fountain muft be pure if we gxpett a

Lmpid ftream. '
Having taken my leave therefore of a fervice
which has hitherto been conduéted on the worft of
principles, and informed Governor Cartier (of
whofe integrity and politenefs I fhall ever en-
tertain the “higheft efteem) that I propofed re-
turning ‘to  Europe by land, he did me the
honour of giving me recommendatory letters to

Certzficate froms the Prefident and Council,

This is to certify to all whom it may concern, that Ms-
jor Fobn Merrifen has ferved the Honourable the Eaf India
Company as a Major of infantry on their Bengal military
eftablifhment for the fpace of more than three ycars, during
which time ke has always performed his duty with the intire
approbation of his fuperiors, and has preferved the reputa-
tion of a gentleman, and a good and gallant officer.

Given under our hands and the feal of the faid Com-
pany at Fort Willkam, the 24th December 1771,
Joux CarTrze,
WM., ALDERSEY.
W. Wyxxe, Sec Joseru JEkYLL,
P Dacres.
Tuonmas Lane.



L 24 1

his Majelty Shab Allum, &o Sujah ul Dowla, Mu-
necra ul Dowla, and Nujuff Kban *. My principal
reafons for taking the route by Delbi, Candchar, and
Perfia were to know Skab Allum’s fentiments with
regard to the propofals I had givenin to the Seled
Committee, and at the fame time to make obfer-
vations on the political and commercial principles
of the different countries through whith I might
have occafion to pafs.

On the 20th December 1771, I accordingly left
Calcutta, and arrived on the 6th of February 1772 at
the Rumna + near Fyfabad, where Sir Robert Barker
was encamped. 1 waited on the General next day,
when he informed me that there was a probability .
of a war with the Mabrattors; upon which I pro-

fed to him to delay my journey, and ferve under

im as 4 voluntee: without pay; he thanked me,
but declined my offer.

On the 8th Sir Robert, with Suja ul Dowlz
marched for Lucknow ; 1 accompanied them, We
arrived there the 13th, where having delivered Go-
vernor Cartier’s letter to Suja, and to. Muneera ul
Daowla, 1 took my leave on the 15th, after receiv-
ing further recommendatory letters from the Ge-
neral and the Vizier to his Majefty.

On the 2d of Aprs/ 1 reached the royal camp
near Paturgur, at the foot of the Sewalzkh hills;
and next day I delivered my letters at a public au-
dience.

On the 6th I had ‘the honour of a private con-
ference with the King, when I firft learned chat

* This is the fame Nyuf Kban mentioned in the treaty
between the King and Lord Clrwe, inferted page 11. He is
one of the Shah’s principal generals, :ommanding a Wedy of
3000 Moguls, his own immediate dependaats.

+ Rumna fignifies a pavé.

' Governor
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Governor-Haft:ings, who by this time’ had fucceeded
Mr. Cartier, had ftopped his Majefty’s revenue of
twenty-fix lacks, fo folemnly ftipulated by treaty
to bespaid him on the fole condition of his ap-
pointing the Company to the Dewannee of the
three provinces:

To account for this ftep, on the principles of

Juftice, was impofiible.™ In the treaty with Loid
Clive (whq owes the high eftimation he ftands
in with the Zudian ftates to his firm unalterable ob-
fervation of engagement®) no condition whatfo-
ever is required of his Majefty but the affignment
of the Dewannee. He might the next hour have
proceeded unqueftioned to Agra, Delbi, Labore, or
any ogher place in his dominions. But he did not;
a friend to the Englifh, he fought in every ftep their
dpprobation. An opportunity offered, which he
thought favourable for the recovery of his capital 5
he requefted the Company’s aid, particular views
prevented his obtaining it; he then propofed the
attempt with his own power, when the Governor and
Council not only confented, but Sir Robert Barker
efcorted him to rhe frontiers of the Cora province
with part of‘the Company’s troops ; and the revenue
was full dontinued to be paid till a change of 2admini-
ftration producing, a change of ideas, every pre-
tenfion to juftice was facrificed to a zeal (perhaps)
though certainly a very miftaken one, for the Com-
pany’s intereft,

Such a dithonourable blow to the law of nations
and to the Britsfb faith firuck me 1n the moft for-
cible manner; and I could not help looking for-
ward to the baneful tendency of this difregard to
all truth, and the moft facred of engagements,

Good faith is one of the greateft virtues of fo-
ciety; the wart of it throws a thade over all the
reft; and ftates as well as individuals muft ever

D ke
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te affeCted in proportion to the regard they pay to
tt. The old Romans owed more to their fteady ar-
tention to good faith, both in the acquifition and
prefervation of dominion, than even to thtir fu-
perior military abilities ; and nothing cau ever give
more importance to the charalter of amy natiom,
than an 1nviolable adherence to their phghted ho-
nour, which no imaginary temporaiy advantage
ought ever to mduce them to fet at nought,, Yet
is it a truth, too well authenticated to be queftioned
now, that Brisip fah! fo juftly *famed in every
Chriftian ftate, has, in Iad:a, hardly ever had any
other ftandard than the will of the chiefs for the time
being; the mott folemn trearies entered into by one
governor with the country powers having, accord-
ing as ambition, intereft, or caprice dictated, been
cancelled by his fucceffor without the fhadow of
reafon. «Such progeedings, however, though confo-
nant to the fhort-fighted views of arbitrary defpo-
t1ifm, which never acts upon the principles of juftice,
but when forced by neceflity, muft caft the fouleft
ftain on Bruyb honour, which only a very op-
fite conduct can ever wipe away.

Machtavel himfelf, who confidered preach of
public faith as a mafter-firoke in politicks, when
important and certain advantaggs attended the vio-
lation, recommends to his prince to be tenacious of
his engagements, when it was his intereft to adhere
to them. Had therefore Machiavelian principles
alone dire€ted the condult of Indsa affairs, nothin
could have been mere wretched than the policy
which the leaders have on various occafions pur-
fued with regard to a monarch, whom every idea of
honour and real intereft intitled to treatment of a
very different nature, and which I flatter myfelf the
following theets will more clearly demonftrate.

The
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The conference with sthe King being over, 1
went by Lis Majefty’s defire to the Raja Ramnat,
who ufed every argument to induce me to enter
into Shab Allum’s fervice, which I for the prefent
declined, feeing no probability from the behaviotr
of the Governor and Council, that any proper un-
derftanding could be mediated between them. Re-
folving theréfore to purfue my route withour de-
lay, I fent on ghe gth anearzee 1 to the King, de-
firing permiffion to leave his camp; but about two
hours afterwards I received a meffage from the
Raja Ramnat, withing to fee e, with an apology
that a flight indifpofition prevented him from wait-
ing tipon me. 1 attended him accordingly in the
evening, when he informed me that the King
would give me a carte-blanche if 1 woyld remain
with him 5 hinting at the fame*time, that it was a
doubt whether lus Majefty would confent to my
departure.. Itold him I was obliged to the King
for his offers; but as I fhould never purfue my
own intereft unlefs it coincided with that of my-
King and <ountry, I thought I could not, confift-
ently with my duty to either, accept of his propo-
{als, unlefs I could at the fame time be in any way
conducive to prémote the glory of my fovereign,
and the advantage of my fellow fubjects ; but that
af the plan I thould lay down.could be adopted in
its full extent, I fhould then ferve him to the beft
of my abilities.

Whilft thefe preliminarlks were in agitation I
happened to go one day to the Durbar, where I?
could not help being thocked at the difrefpet, nay
even infult with which the defcendant of the great
Tamerlone Was treated by the brutal Mabrattors

4 Arwee fignifies a lert®r or petstion,

Fired
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Tired with indignation, P haftened to the tent of
the Raja Ramnat, and propofed, if the King would
give me the command of his Sepoys for a few
-days, to extricate him from that humiliating fitua-
tion, or perith in the attempt: that I would im-
mediately attack Paturgar, and put his Majefty in
pofieflion of the treafure it contained - ; and if Nu-
Juff Kban would join me with his Moguls, 1 did not
enterain a doubt of beaung the AMubrattors in the
field,

The Raja told me that he would confult with
fome others of the Omrahs,’ and next day let me
know the refult of their deliberations., I went ac-
cordingly at the ume appointed, and found them
in council; when they mtreated that I would drop
the idea of fuch an attempt, as, (hould the defign
reach the ears of ‘the Mahrattors, they could not
infure my hife an hour, It was impoffible to think
highly of the fpirit of thofe nobles, who could
thus tamely fubmit to the galling yoke of fuch in-
human favages, whofe treatment of their {overeign
and themfelves was marked with every indgnity,
when a favourable opportunity offered of fhakmng
it off. The propofed attempt was by no means
rafh ; for onc bold effort, and the treafure of Pa-
surgur, would foon have drawn thoufands to the
soyal ftandard. 'The Muabrattors by their cruelties
and exa&tions had rendered themfelves every
where the objetts of general hoiror; fo that affec-
tion for the King, revengc for oppreflior, and the
hopes of plunder, would have operated umver-

+ A fort taken by the Vabratrors {rom Zabda Kban, in
which, according to general belief, there was then above
1,500,000 1, Sterling ; 1t was poorly guarded, and open on two

fides.
fally
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{ally to the deftruction of ¢hofe mifcreants, had the
profpe& of fuccefs been in the leaft promifing.

Returning to my tent, I met by the way the
Nabob Heddy A Kban, who had jutt arrived from-
Caboul, of which place he had been Govyernor un-
der the famous 4bdallab King of Ghifui. 1 defired
of him a route of the way he had come, as I pur-

ofed in two days to purfue the fame tract. He
geggcd me however to dwop my refolution, as the
whole country on that fide was in commotion :
that having incurred the difpleafure of Abdallab,
private crders had begn fent to the next in command
to difpatch him, and fend his head to Candabar,
wher® that prince then refided , bur having received
intelligence of his danger, he had efcaped from
Caboul with 200 horfe, only twenty-nine of whom
had arrived with him, the reft *being all *killed or
defperately wounded in various encounters with
the inhabitants of the intermediate provinces, who
were all in arms. This information making it
impoffible for me to think of profecuting my ori-
ginal defign, I deteimined to return by the way
of Dells, Surat, Baffora, and thc Defart.

On the 14th I accordingly went to the Dyréar,
to take leave of the King, when his Majelty re-
newed the propofals formerly made me by the Raja
Ramnat with regard to entering into his fervice.
He was joined by his foh, the Prince Jewan Bukbt ;
but I reprefented to them, that without the con-
fent of his Britannick Majtlty I could not accept
of the honour intended me; whilit at the fame
time, without money, arms, and military ftores, it
would be impofiible now o make head againft the
Mabrattors, and confirm the obedience of the
provinces.

His Majefty then propofed that I fhauld write

10
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to the Governor and Copacil for arms and ftores g
but I obferved that I conceived it by no means
probable that they would comply, after having
$topped his revenue, and at the fame time was not
certain whether they had powers, without orders
from the Court of Dueétors.  His Majefty thought
the ftopping of hi revenue was fo inconfiftent with
the boafted honour of the Zuglifh, that he did not
doubt but the Governgr would refle¢t on the -
juftice and bad policy of the meafure ; and that if
I would therefore apply for 4000 fland of arms,
500 carbines, 20 pieces of cannon of different bores,
with ammunition in proportion, he would give me
a dukhla or order on the Company for four lacks:
of rupees to defray the expence; and that with re-
gard to powers he {fuppofed there could be no doubt,
as, they had lately fupplied him with four pieces of
cannon, arms for two battalions of Sepoys, with
tumbrils and various kinds of ftores, To this I
replied, that, to fatisfy his Majefty, I would make
the experiment, though I could not hope for
{uccefs.

Iwrote accordingly ; but notwithftanding that the
propofals, as contaiped in my letter *, appeared

highly

Haftings, Efgs Prefidenmt, and Coun-
al of Cajcutta,

Honourable Sir and Sirs,

At the earneft requeft of the King, I have confented to fta
with him. 71lhe terms on which I have agreed is, tc rai};
for his Majefly four thoufand Sepoys and five hundred
horfe ; but if the terntories of the Company thall be invaded
by any power whatfoever, I have leave to march to whatever
fettlement may want their aflifance, or to make a diverfion
in their favour.

1 hope you will think this advantageous for the Honour-
able Company, and permit fuch a number of officers toﬁre-

gn
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highly Beneficial tc the Company, without a fingfe
circumftance to counterb_alance th_e advantages, the
Governor and Council did not think proper to re-

turn

fien the Company’s fervice as are willing to enter into this
€orps.

lff) it is agreeable to your Honourable Board to {upply me
with cloths, arms, and military ftores, ready money wall be
paid for them by my agent Mr. Killican,

The King has given me a bill on the Honourable Com-
pany for four lacks of rupees, gwhich bill I have fent to Mr.
Kiljircan 3 two lacks are to be laid out in arms, military ftores,
cloths, &c. and the other two remitted to me, for the fubfif-
tence of the four thoufand Sepuys and five hundred horfé,
which are to be raifed ‘immedately, if agreeable to your-
Honourable Board.

I comwld cloath the Sepoys with a coarfe cloth made here;
but my whole ambition 1s to promote the intereft of my
country by taking off her commodities, which makes me
very defirous of being fupplied by your Honourable Board
with whatever I may want, on your own terms. .

Such a body of men as I have mentioned, commanded by
Lngl/b officers, will be no lefs advantageous to the Honour-
able Company than it will be to individuals, as great fums of
money may be drawn from this country, for the Lurgpean, the
China, and the flaple commodities of Bengal and Bebar, with
more than ajhundied per cont. profits your remittances fure,
as the money mady be mven to the King, or to Nyuf Kban,
for the cdmmodinies fold, and that money deduted from the
tribute paid to the King, or from Nuyuf Kban’s jaguier.

The King will g1Pe Allababad as a place of arms; Apra I
fhall march .gainft as foon as I am in a condition, and I
hope ere fix months to give you a good account of Semero.

If I am 1o fortunate as to take Agra, it will be given as a
place of arms, fo thatfrom Ca/cntra to Delbs (where the King
will alfo give you a place for a fadtory) will be opea to you,
with every afliftance in my power, fuch as efcorts for youg
boats, &¢. &fr.—You might then be able to withdraw
your troops from the Cora province and .fllababad, as this®
corps might anfwer every purpefe intended by them, which
will fave the Hononrable Company a great cxpence, as the
Sepoys flationed there may be employed wherever they
may be wanted,

) '{‘k artitlery an ftores wanted ar¢ in the inclofed ret&m.
all



{ 32 1
turn an anfwer. I wrote alfo about the fafne time
to Sir Robert Barker, a copy of which, with his
anfwer; and my reply ase given below . ,
In

¥ fhall take it as 2 particular favour, df you will let me

ow as foon as poflible the anfwer you are pleafed to give
this letter, that I may take my meafures accordingly : un-
Jefs I meet with the approbation and affiftance of your Ho-
nourable Board, I thall proceed on my journey to Europe by
land,

If you will permit my letters to be difpatched by your
Dauks to and from Allabsbad, you will oblige me much ;
from thence to Delb: I will lay harcarras, fo that letters
from your agents, &¢. may be carried by my harcarras to
and from Allababad,

If this fcheme take effe@, I thall give up all pretenfions to
the Honourable Company’s fervice; yet you will §nd me.
1o lefs affiduous to promote the Honourable Company’s in-
tereft, than the moft faithful of her feyvants, and always
ready to co-opérate with her views ; with fuch a force asl
have mentioned to yqur Honourable Board; the Mabrastors
durft not attack the Company’s territories, as I fthould im-
mediately fall upon their rear, or makea diverfion by march.
ing injo their country, )

Whatever may be your fentiments in regard to my prefen:
condudt, for preferring the fervice of the Emperor of Hen-
doffan to that of the Honourable Company, I hope foon
0 convince your Honourable Board, that I am worthy of
every truft you will pleafe to confide in

Camp near Your moft obedient,
Nytbabad, and veryhumble fervant,
26th Aprel 1772, Joun Mogrisoxw,

4+ To General Sir Robert Barker,

SIR,

Your fervant, Fido Allég, for the firlt time called on me
laft night, which prevented me the pleafure of writing to
you before ; I fuppofe he was the perfon you mentio to
me, who, on my arrival in camp, would wait on me, re-
ceive my letters, and cohvey them to you. News I have
none at prefent but what you have heard ; the King is in-
fulted by the Mahratsors ; his whole camp, 1 fhould rather
fay his rabble, feem to fland in great awe of them; ;hcy

aVe
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In the mean time, tll anfwers might be exs
pected, I went ro Delb?, where the king arrived
dbout the end of Yuly; foon after which, rectiving

advice

have feized all the treafure takeg at Pustwrgur, and have
Kept the lion’s fhare to themfelves——The King is very de-
firous that 1 fhould flay with him ; I have confented on con-
dition that I raife for his vfe four thoufand Sepoys and five.
Kundred horfe, ahd to command the whole of his forces.
The delays of an Eaftern Court afe fcarce conceivable; if
the King does notfapprove of fy terms in a few days, I fhall
profecute my journey to Zurope.
. This moment I heat ENif Khan (a Vakeel, or agent,
from Suwa il Dowla to the King) 1 flopped by an order
from the Mabrattor chiefs; they have ordered him not te
.arrive jn camp before two of them, who are gone to wafh in
the Gauges, fetuin; they will be ablent four ddys. I wifh
fo God I had the command of four battalions of good dif
ciplined Sc‘foys, with eight fix-pounders, I would chaftife
thefe plunderers for the affronts offergd to the King and o
8uja ul Dowla—Wherever thefe villains have been they
have deftroyed every thing, and left the poor inhabitants
only their eyes to behold their own misfortunes, and e
weep over the ruins of their country.
I am, Sir, s
Camp near Your mdft obedient
Putturgur. hamble fervant, .
Joun Moxrison,

From General 8ir Robert Barker,
SIR, Camp ar Shahabad, April 24, 1792,

I have received your letter of the 18th inflant, apd am as
mvich furprized at the contents, as ¥ am forry for the con-
firmation of the daily reports from the Royal Encampment,
that you were foliciting for a command of troops in his
Majefty’s fervice, a circumftance which I muft own I ¢ould
fot crédit; yet 2s fuch an imagindry advantage has formed
in your mind, I rlow take the liberty to éommunicate to
you my opinion of the meafiire, and prevent, if pofible,
your charafter and reputation from feffering the difgrace
fthat muft irevitably enfoe from your profecuting it.

In juflice to the opinion I entertained of you as an Officer
and 2 Gendeman, whilft in this fervice, I could not credit

the report, bedaufe by ﬁ\chEn prpeedure, afies the m::i'
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advice from my Correfpondents at Caleutta of thes
refolution of the Governor and Council; neither to-

anfwer my. letter, nor to pay the Dukhla, which i
hai

and pofitive profefions of your journey being to another
intent, and by which only you obtained permifiion to un-
dertake it,- you would utterly blaft every profpett of advan-
4age and honour in your future life-time ; you would for-
feit your veraeity in its moft recent degree; you would de-
viate from.the charafter yow had bithergp with reputation
fupported, by ranking yourfelf amongft the greateft mif-
creants of the creation, who are neceflitated to fly their co-
Yours and country for the worft of crimes—Your hopes of
a return to this fervice determinately rvined, and your
ftanding in the fervice of your own Royal Mafter rendered
precarious ; as a friend let me then defire you to refle@ fe- -
rioufly on this matter before you enter deeply into it; but
fhould it appear to you differently, and you refolve upon
the undertaking, I am pofitvely perfuaded the confeqaences
will be cxceflively difagreeable : to affect you more than I.
have already pointed out is fecarce'y poflible—That you
will be remanded back immediately is an undoubted con-
fequence; and it will not be in rthe power of his Majefty,
Shab Allum, 1o detarn you, unlefs a war happens; and I
need not point out to you im that cafe the opinion which
the world w:ll too readily conceive of your cogduét—I hope
you will derive the benefit that I with for from thefe opi-
nions,
And am, Si.,

Your moft obédient

humble fervant,

T+ Joha Morrifon, E/g; R. Barkzrs

To General Sir Rovert Barker,
SIR,

I reccived your letter of the 24th inftant. In it you fay,.
¢ You was as much furprized at the contents, as you was
«¢ forry for the confirmation of the daily reports’from the
¢ Royal Encampment, that I was foliciting for 2 commaad of’
¢ troops in his Majely’s fervice, a circumfiance which you
« muft own you could not credit.” )

After delivering my letters to his Majefty Shab.Lum, he
eften expreffed his earnclt defire for-my ftaying with hxfxzn ;eéi

©on .
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*had tranfinitted to my agent, I immediately pro:
pofed to lis Majefty to*inveft the King of Greas
Britain with the fovereignty of Bengal, Bebar, and

Oriﬂa 3

confented on the terms which I wrote you, which are nei-
ther difhonourable to my country or to myfelf, as ar officer
or as a gentleman.«—-I profiered my fervice to -his Majely
without pay for a time, I had no.finifter views; glory is my
greateft ambition,

‘¢ Yet as fuels an Imagin#ry advantage has formed in my
mind, you communicate to me your opinion of the meafure,
to prevent if peflible my charafter and reputation from
fuffering the dulgracg that muft inevitably enfue from pro-
¢ fecating it,”

I know not-what opinion may be formed of me in the Eaf,
from®he ftep I am now taking. But I am fore ] fhall meet
_with the gencrous apprabation of my King and Country, for
having the refolation to ferve a King, who is infuited daily
by wretches who are unworthy to appear befoge his royal
prefence, and a King under whoke 3ufpices the Honoutable
Laft India Company hold their tereitorial acquifitions.

““ In juftice to the opinion you entertained of me, as an
officer and a.gentleman, whillt in the Company’s fervice,
you could not credit thie report, becaufe by fuch a proce-
dure, after the many and pofitive .profeflions of my jour-
ney being to anather intent, and by which only I obtained
<¢ permjfiion to undertake it, that I would utterly blaft every

profpeét of advantage and honour in my futare life-time,
and that I fhould forfeit my -veracity 1n its mofl recent
s degree.” ¢

Your good opinion as mty General it was oy ambition to
-obtain—it was what I always had from every oficer I had
the honour to ferve under whilft I had the honour to ferve
my King and Country.—It is true, I elways profeifed, and
was firmly refolved to profecute my journey to Ewrape by
Jand, and continned in that séfolution for fome duys after [
arrived here—till I faw his Majefty infulted by the Mabrat+
sers, thofe natural enemies of the Emperor and the Compa-
ay.~I then offered my fervice—and by thar fervice I fhould
more ¢ffcfiually ferve the Company than by any thing I
«could do in Hemgw/, as I fhall have it in my power to coun-
torad any fchemes the enemies of the Company may take to
sulsels Jerw—As to my obtainigg permiffion ¢o come up the

E 2,
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@rifla; to permit the Eaft Tudia Company to ef-
tablith factories all over the Empire, and to trade
duty fre¢ on all exports and imports§ in confide-
ration

gountry, they could mot prevent me, but by ordering the
Princes whofe country I was to pafs' through t6 forbid my
entering their territortes,—Nor can I fee my veracity will
fuffer fer having changed my refolution to {o laudable a pur-

ofe.~—I beg leave to afk you, if you never changed a refo-
fution once tzken ?—if you ‘have not, yOu are more than
man.

*« You fay I fhould deviate from the charater I have hi-
¢ therto with repatation fupported, by ranking myfelf
*¢ amongh the greateft mifcreants of the creation, who are
*¢ neceflitated to fly their colours and country for the worft
¢ of crimes.”

This paragraph requires an explanation.—Or, if you
mean by my fervices I-obtain the rank of an Omrah, [thould
rank with,mifereants, I fhall do no more than what you, and
every officer who has obtained a command 1n the Company’s
forces, have been ambitious of.

¢ You fay my hopes of 2 return to the Company’s fervice
¢ are determinately Tuined.” ' ’

I agree—1 gave up that profped when I formed the genc.
rous refolution of {upporting to the utmoft of my power in-
fuited majefty, e

¢ That my ftanding in the fervice of my Royal Mafter
«¢ js rendered precarious.” y !

To the Secretary at War I have wyote for his Majefty’s

ermiflion to flay—and to my Noble Patron Lord North for
Eis approbatipn of my conduft. Without the confent of my
Royal Mafter, and the approbation of my friend, no Jucra-
tive confideration whatfoever fhall oblige me to fay in this
country,

¢ Asa friewd, you defire me to reflett ferioufly on this
«¢ matter before I enter deeply mto it; but, Thosld it appear
« differently, and I refolve upon the undercaking, you are'
¢ pofitively perfuaded the confequences will be excefively
¢ difagreeable.”

Your frigndfhip I fhall always efteem, nor would I forfeit
the good opinion, of a real friend to gain the world.——1I ai-
fure you 1 have reflefted ferioufly on the matter, and I am
determined to fay till fuch_time as I have an anfwer 1:@ m;;

etter§
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ratinn of which his Britannick Majefty to fecure t9
him the Quit-rent of twerty-fix lacks of rupees, as
ftipulated by the treaty of 1765, fend him 20,000
ftand of arms for Sepoys, 10,000 for cavalry, can-

letters fent to the Governor and Council: if they do not
approve of my fcheme, I intend to profecute my journgy—if
they do, I fhall then fend my letters to Lord Nersb and to
the Secrefary at War, by an European, who has undertakea
the journey for an hundred pounds paid him in Loxdow, on
the delivery of mydetters. -

' 4 You fay, thatI fhall be remanded back immediately is an
*¢ undoubted confequence, and it will not be in the power
¢ of his Majefty Shab Allum 1o detain me, unlefs a war
¢ happens; and you need not point out to me in that cafe
‘¢ the opinion the world will too readily conceive of my
“< condu®.”

Pray, Sir, by what authority has any man a right to or-
der me back ? or do you think I will obey fuch an order 2~
No Sir, I will not -~It is true, the iron hand of oppreflion
may feize me, but T dare its urmwoft pswer.—If [ Rave done
any thing againft the {aws of my countiy, I am amenable to
the law on my return.—But you feem to threaten the viola-
tion of the law of nations, and not fuffer 2 king, in his own
country, to accept the fervice of a man, who through com-
paflion to his diftreffed fituation, was willing to facrifice his
eafe, his real gdvantage, to a difiant profpeft. You profef-
fed to me a friendfhip for his Majetty Sbab Alfum, and de-
fired me to acquaint him, that you could not take any reft
fince you have been abfent from his Majeky~—From ynur
profeflion of friendfhifP I expeéted to have met with your ap-
probation, and thought by ferving him I ferved you, as well
es the Company, as [ look upon the King’s and Company’s
intereft to be infeparable. )

¥ am forry, Sir, you could conceive fo mean an opinion of
me, as to think I could be capable of commapding troops
againit the Company, or to aét any way againft her interetts.
No, Sir, I will always maintain what 1 have hitherto fups
ported, the charafter of 2 man of honour; and I defy ma-
lice herfelf to tax me with a crime that a gentleman would

be athamed of,
. I am, Sir, your moft obedient
Camp near Nyibabad, humble fervant,
29th Al 1972, Jouw Morrison.
nos}
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non and ftores in proportion, with Britifh officers
¢o take his whole army under command.

‘Thefe propofals were immediately agreed o3 and
on the 2oth of September his Majefty gave me a com-
miffion as commander in chief of adl his forces raifed
and to be raifed, exalted me to the rank of an Omrab
of the empire, by the title of Nafir al Dowla babader
Aelawar jung, and appointed me Ambaffador Extra-

ordinary and Plenipotentiary to the King of Great
Britain*.

Having

* An idea, as I am infermed; has been the fubje& of
fome difcuffion, how far apy man can officiate as an Am-
baflador from a foreign potentate to the Sovereign of s
native country ; but furely there, cannot exift the flightet
foundation for fuch a doubt ; or, even if there were, ought
any difficelty to arife from it, Where the obje&t of an em-
bafly ise of fufficient importance, the expedicncy of the
meafure ought to create a precedent, were there none to
have recourfe to; more particularly with regard to the
Princes of 4fiz, with whole languages we are fo little ac-
guainted, and whofe {ubjedts have no knowledge of our
European tongues, But even on this head hundreds of pre-
cedents could be given in the hiftory of almoft every nation
in Europe. ‘

T fhall not dwell on the inftances of Cardinalé#%)ey and
De la Pole, Mr. Perty, and innamerable other inftances of
the Pope’s fending fubjedts of the verious nations in Larope
as legates to their refpelive courts; but we find Gyflawvas
Adolpbus and his fucceflors employing #az Dyck, Hugo de Groot,
Lamerarius, Delpkigue Barl of Dona, Vander Nabt, and va-
sious other Duzcbmen, as Embafladors to the States of Holland.
We find Abraban Strotzen a Polander fent by Selim Empe-
ror of the Turks to Sigfmond Augufius, demanding a paf-
fage for his army through his dominiops, on their march
againft the Mufcovies. We find Bartholomeaw d¢ Coeur a
Frenchman Embaflador from the Grear Turk ro Menry IV.
"We find the Bailiff 4e Fourdin, Grand Crofs, the Cammap-
der Zr Souvré, and the Commander 4 Hautwille, then a
Lieutenant-general in the fervice of Framee, fent at diffierent
simes to Louis XIIL and XIV.as Embafladers from the

Grand
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Having received my credentials in the mef®
ample form, 1 applied w the King for a funx
of money to bear my future expences, as well
as to indemnify me for thofe I had already in-

curred,
Grand Maflgr of Malte, and received with great flate,
without the moft diflant objeCtion with relation to theip
place of birth ; nay, even one Auger a player on the lute,
being fent Ambaffador from the Parliament of England to-
the King of Francg, though this great Monarch confidered it
as a h1gi infult, he did not thinﬁ himfelf authorized by the
law of nations to rejet hun; he overlooked therefore the
meannels of his origin and profeflion, confidering him not
as his fubje&, but as a public munifter.

To crowd inftances would be endlefs and unneceffury ;
but the cafe that appears moft in point (the Embafly of
Mr. 8hirley from* Shah Abbas the Great, King of Perfa, 10
King Fames I. of England) containing a variety of curious
particulars, I fhall ~tranfcribe the relation engire from
B icquefort's Treaufe on The Embafador and his Funflitus,
and with that conclude my remarks on this fubjet.

¢ Shabh Abbas, King of Pefia, was one of the greateft
Princes that has reigned for many ages. He had two power-
ful neighbours, the Emperor of the Furés, and the Grear
Mogul, Emperor of Hindoflan; and he was in perpetual nn-
eafine{s on aggount of the firft.  To free humfelf thereof, and-
to give fome diverfion to the Zwrés, he had feveral negotia~
tions in moft of the Chrifhan Princes courts. He employed
there particularly two brothers, Autlonyand Robert Shirlay,
who being of a farm¥ confiderable enough in England, and
kaving provided a fuflicient fund to defray the expence
of their voyage, fettled themfzlies in the court of Ijpaban.
I thall fay nothing of the eldeft, who quitting at Fensce s
quality of Embaflador rccewved there feveral difgraces ; bus
Robert, after having been employed to the Emperor, and at
the court of feveral other Primeces of Eurgps, pafled into
England with the quality of Embaffador from Skab. King
Fames made bim be covered, and refpected in his fubjed the
chara@er of Embaflador. Shirley returned thither in the
year 1623, with the fame qualfication, and was again
treated after the fame manner. He was clothed after the
Rerfian manner, and being conduted to audience by the
ﬁaﬂ of dugletev. and by the Mafter of the Ceremonics, a_nd-

havisg
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curred, when it was fignified to me by Nabob
;Jcﬂum ul Powla, the Deputy Vizier, that it was
his Majefty’s pleafure I thould carry the Dikbla for
the four lacks of rupees to England, and de-

thand payment of it ffom the Company, with which
he

having paid his refpe@ts afier the Turé;% manner, he tool:
off his turbant and laid it at the King’s feer; but the King
cavfed him to take it up and de covered. Some days after
he had audience of the Prince of Wales; but he did not
there > much as offer to touch his turkant, notwithftand-
ing the Prince put off his hat as foon as he faw him enter
the room, and make His firft bow. Hc was there adtually
when King Fames died. While he ftaid at London there
happened a very extraordinary thing, that might havé
obliged the King to exert his juftice towards his fubjedl,
who did not fufficiently verify his quality of Minifter,
‘There catie into Englard a Perfian, whofe name was Mag-
digher, who likewife took upon him the quality of Embat-
fador; and who when he prelented his Jetters of credence,
maintained that thofe of Robert Shirley were falfe and fuppo-
fititious. Sksrley being defirous to clear this matter, and
make out his quality, went to the Perflan, Having with him
fome of his relations, who were to be witneflfes of their in-
terview ; but the Perfian, tnftead of returning Shurley's ci-
wility, took hrs letters, flung them on the ground, and
gave him a box on the ear; and put him thereby fo much
ont of countenance and beyond reply, that the Eygli/b took
occafion from thence to make a very bad judgment of thé
fincerity of their kinfman. Magdigbeg, wrote to the King of
Great Britain, that having the honour to be thé Embaflzdor
of a Monarch in friendfhip with his Majefty, he took thé
liberty to defire from him that juftice, which ke would not
vefule to the leaft of his fubjelts: that being arrived in this
kingdom, he bad been informed that a certain perfon, who
tool% upon himfelf the quality of Embaffador from the Schach,
his mafter, had the vanity"to fay He had tharried a relation
of his Hughnefs : that he was fo incenfed at the infolence of
this difcourfe, that he could not forbear fhewing his refent-
ment': but forafimuch as it behoved him to julify his pro-
ceeding to the court of [fpaban, and thatin order thereto,
it was neceffary he fhould have authentic proofs of the ru-
mours Shirley had {pread, he defired his Ma'eﬂ“ould be
pleafed to order him an authentic copy thereof. e King;
whony it concerned 0 know the truth of the muatter, mig tl'
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he could not entertain a doubt of their complying,
efpecially with the interpofition of the known juf-
tice of his Britannick Majefty ; whilft, at the fame
time, it would demonftrate how much againft the
law of nations and the honour of Britain their
fervants had ated in -the violation of fo facred a
treaty,

On the 15th of Ofeber 1 took my leave, and
and reached Chinfura onthe 5th of December ; from
whence 1 wrote to Governor Haftings+, but as he

have caufed a very exalt inquiry to be made of the fame; if
not by his ordinary Juftice, at leaft by his Council, if he
had believed his jurifdiftion could have reached lus lubjed,
notwithftanding his quality of Minifler, But he would not
meddle in it, and was contented to fend the one and the
other home in two different fhips, that the King of Perfia
might himfelf be judge of the differgnce, and regulate the
fame between two peifons, each of whom took upon Him
the quality of his Mimifter He fent a perfon of quality
along with them in another fhip, to bring him an account
after what manner the differen ¢ fhould be decided at the
Court of [jpaban; but they all died in the voyage.”

+ To the Homurable Warren Haftings, Efg; Gowernor of Fort
William,
SIR,

His Majefty Shab {Ilum, Emperor of Hindoffan, has been
pleafed to honour me with the appointment of his Ambafs
fador to the Covrt of Great Briza:n; he has alfo given me 2
letter of credence to0 you, acquainting you with my appoint-
ment.

Before I enter Calcurta, I demand of you, whether you
will receive me as an Ambaflador on my way to the Court
of Grear Brizamm, and if you will®allow me to proceed in the
firft thip bound to £rgland.

] ain, S;l‘,

Chinjurab, Yaur moft obedient
Pu. 6, 1773, hamale fervant,

: Joun Moznrisom.

F did
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did not favour me wiith an anfwer for feveral days,
and then did not acknowledge my charatter, ad=
drefling his letter fimply to Major Fobn Morrifom
Ircturned 1t unopened.” 1 atterwards applied ta
Mr. ‘Haftings to forward two letters to the Duke of
Grafton and Lord North in the Company’s packet
by the Triton, both of which ke thought proper to
return.

Finding it therefore impofiible to expett a paf-
fage in any of the Company’s thips} I then entered
into an agreement with the Commander of the Ca-
rolina Mathilda, Danyb lndiaman, and paid into
his hands 2000 rupees; but was not a hrtle fur-
prized, ten days afterwards, to receive a letteg from,
the Danyfh Caprain, which occafioned the corre-
{pondence inferted in the notes §.  This very fin-

gular

1t 7o
S IR,

I am forry to inform you that the Gentlemen of the Coun-
cil of this place have protefted againft your departure on
board the fhip Caroline Marhilda under my command ;
confequence wheteof I cannat, as willingly asIwould, accord
you the paflage: I fhall return you the money paid . I hope
you will excufe me, not being in my power withaut expof-

ing mylelf, to alt otherwife. I have the honour to be, with
a perfeét eflieem,

Morris, Efz; Major, or Houghly.

SIR,
Fredricanagore, Your moft obedient
the z5th Dese. 1772, humble fervant,
D. Baces.

T the Honourable the Governor and Council of the Danith Eafk
India Company ar Fredricanagore.
Gentlemen,

I received this moment a very extraordinary letter from
Mr. D Bagge, Captain of the Caroling Marbilda.

He acquaints me that you have protefted againft my hav-
ing a paffage on board his fhip : this appears to me the more
extrzordinary, as he declared to me, when f paid him for

my
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gular ftep, there is reafon to believe proceeded en-
tirely from the reprefentations of Governor Haffs

ings,

my paffage in thg Governor’s houfe, that he was indepen-
dent of the Govertor and Council of St ampore, and that I
had no occafion to apply for leave.

I now declare to*you my public charaler, that I am
Ambaflador from his Imperial Majelty Shab Ailum, the pre-
fent Emperor of Hiwdofian, to the Court of Great Britain. I do
sherefore hereby demand your reafon for protething, And hav-
ing now declared®my public charater (of which I can give you
inconteftable proofs) I farther demand of you liberty to pro-
ceed in the faid fhip, agreeable to my contract with the Cap-
tain; a refufal of which will be a violation of the law of na-
tions; and, in confequence, on my artival in England, I will
make 2 public proteft againft you to the Court of Denmart.
I exp¥& your anfwer by the bearer; and am,

Gentlemen,
Chinfurak, Your mof obedient fervant,
25th Dec. 1772. Joun Morrison,
9o D. Bagge, Commander of the Danilh fp Caroling
Mathilda.

SIR,

I received yours of this date, informing me that the Gen-
tlemen of the Council of Fredericanagore have protefted
againft my eparture on buard your fhip; that yoa casnot
give me a paffage; and that you will return me the money

You mufi remember, when I paid you the money I atked
you whether it was neceflary for me to apply to the Gover-
nor and Council of%rampore, to permit my paflagei you
snfwered, there was no occafion, as you was entirely inde~
pendent of the Governor and Council of Sirampere, and gave
me a receipt for the money; which I have, and will not part
with it, nor receive the money back. I therefore infift o the

rformance of your engagement, otherwile depend upon 14
that I will on my arrival in Ewgdand protelt againtt you, and
lay the matter, with your letter, before the Danys ambafludor,

Iam, Sir,
Chinfurah, Your humble fervant,
25th Dec. 1772. Joux Morrison,
P. S. Should you comply with your agreement, I will inu
demnify you. Jory Morzisow.

F2 From
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ings, as five of his Harcarabs were attending, as 1
was informed by my Chubdar who delivered my
Jetter

From the Gowernor and Council of Sirampore, 26th December

1772.
SIR,

Yelterday evening we received yours, where.n you ac-
quaint us that yon have received, as you exprefs yourfelf, a
very extraordinary letter from Mr. D. Bagge, Captain of the
Danifp fhip Carchina Mathilda, whereby he has informed

ou, that we have protefted againft your having a paffage on
{oard his thip (Netardum, not his, but the Danifly Eap India
Company’s) and that it appears to you the more extraordi-
nary, as the Captain, as you fay, upon paying him the mo-
ney for the paflage, has told you that he was indepen-
dent of the Governor and Councilof Sirampore, and that you
had no occafion to apply for leave. It is not our bufinefs at,
prefent, as it ferves to no purpofe, to enquire into whether
the Captain has told you fo or not. Suppofe even he has
told you that he was independent of the Dire&ors of the
Danifp Enft India Company, it can by no means alter the
cafe.

Sir, for met granting you a paffage on the Danifp Eaff In-
dra Company’s thip Carolina Math:lda, we have our particu-
lar reafons, and they only can be demanded of our fupe-
riors, to whom we folely are anfwerable for our conduét.

You have pleafed to declare your public chara&er as Am-
baffador from his Imperial Majelty Shab Aditum; we want
no inconteftable proofs thereof, we will take your words
therefore, as it is not the quefhon. Pray did you agree
with the Captain 1n that charaéter or t%ft of a private gentle-
man? You demand now firft in the charalter of ambaffador
of us liberty to proceed on our fhip: we, as reprefentatives
of the Danifb Eaff India Company, are very forry that we not,
without leave from our fuperiors, can grant you your re-

ueft; and how far that may be regarded as 2 violation of
&e law of nations we will leave to all who know the proper
fenfe thereof.

We are, Sir,

Fredericanagore, Your humble fervants,
the 26th Dec. 1772, O. Bia.
J. L. Fix,

CHris. JouL,
Do
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leteer to the Governor of Sirampore, till his anfwer,
¢ontaining a pofitive refufal of my going on board,
was fealed and difpatched.

In

90 Mr.D. Bagge, enmmana’zr of the Carolina Mathilda Da-
nith Eaff Indiaman.
S IR,

You was pleafed not to anfwer my letter, I now demand
of you a categorical anfwer, whether you will, or not, re-
cerve me on board the Carolsna Matbilda, and give me &
paffage to Denmark} agreeable to your agreement, for which
I have your recerpt—I am thus far on my way to the faid
fhip, and fhall proceed to-morrow morning, without you
give me an abfolute refufal under your hand.

On bnard my Budgerow, 1 am, Sir,
o.ppoﬁte Fredricanagore, Your humble fervant,
2618 Dec, 1772. Joun Morrison,

7o John Morrifon, Z/fz;
SIR, .
I have yefterday informed you, that the Gentlemen of the
Counci! of this place have proteited againft your proceedin
on the Danify Eaft India Company’s thip Carolina Matbilda,
under my command; in confequence whereof I cannot
by any means accord you the paflage: you will be pleafed
to remember that you have agreed with me in the charater
of a private ®entleman, now you appear in the public
charafter oé an Ambaflador, which alters the cafe. If you,
when you demanded the paffage hath informed me thereof,
I fthould have made no ggreement with you, butleft it to the
Gentlemen of the Coancil : I have been fo far deceived. [
have no further to add, than that your paflage-money is de-
pofited in the hands of L. Frxr, Efg; the Chief of this
plage, and am,
s I R’

Fredricanagore, Yopr moft humble fervant,
the 26th Dec. 1772, D. Bacce.

o Mr. D. Bagge, Commander of the Carolina Mathilda Da~
SIR nith Eaf Indiaman.

You may think to avail yourfelf under your fappofed ig-
sorance of my public charader, or that] am not the rrgl
perfon
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In confequence of thefe various mancguvies;
which I fubmit to the public without commen-
tary, I found myfelf under the neceffity of enter-
ing with my fervants as forémaftmen on board the
Bovenkirker polder, Dutch Indiaman, bound for the
Cape of Good Hope, allowing the Commander
1200 Rupees for his table, and an exemption
from duty. On the 16th of Famuary I accordingly
embarked, and on the 3oth of March arrived i%fc
at the Cape; where falling in with.the Pigot, Eng-
Iyb Eaft Indiaman, commanded by Captain Rich-
ardfon, 1 applied to him for a paflfage to England.
Though an entire ftranger, he received me with
that politenefs which ever diftinguithes the gentle-
man, and entertained me in a manner fo genteel and
hofpitable, as will ever challenge my remembrance,
whilft no confideration could prevail with him to ac-
cept of the fmalleft acknowledgment in return.

hen we arrived at §2. Helena, being anxious to get
to England, the Captain (who was under the ne.
ceffity of remaining there for feveral weeks) re-
commended me to a paffage on board the Green-
wich, then ready to fail, and on the 8th of Fune
1 astived at Plymonih,

Having thus given the leading lines of my con-
du¢t from the date of my arrival in Bengal till my

perfon who agreed with you for a paffage on board the Ca-
rolina Mathilda, for which I have paid you two thoufand
Arcot Rupees.  You writ me you have depofited the palfage-
money with L. Fix, Efg; the Chief; there it may ramain
for me, for I affure you I fhall pever afk him for it, but
&3]l propsed againft you in {fuch a manner 21 you will have
caufe to repent.

On board my Budgerow, I am, Sir,
Saturdaynight, 10 o°clock, Your humble fervant,
26th Dac, 1772+ Joux MoRrsisow,

return
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return to Englend, 1 can only offer as an apo-
logy for the apparent minutenefs of the detail,
and tht too frequent introduction of myfelf, the
neceflity that appeared to me of obviating reports
which had been circulated to my difadvantage,
Accufed of refigning the Company’s fervice with-
out permiffion, repairing to Delbt in a clandefline
manner, and there carrying on negotiations of a
dangerous tendgncy, I hope the candid publick
will pardon the anxiety I ought to have, to fet the
motives for my behaviour in a very oppofite point
of view.,

I fatter myfelf, therefore, it will evidently ap-
pear, that from the firft ccnception of the defign,
through every ftdge, 1 conftantly communicared
the arcumftarces as they arole to the Company’s
leading fervants; and that no trace of my condudt
can point out a purfuit . f private views, thar could
in any manner be conftrued as incompatible with
the general good. However much therefore I
may refpect the Governor and Council of Bengal,
moft of whgm I Lknow and eftcens 25 ndividuals,
I never cgn think 1t candid, howevet much thefe
%emlemens pohucal fentiments may have differed

rom mine, to give authonty to tales-which they
knew to have no foundation; or to tran{mit to the
Court of Dire&ors a tranflation of the King’s letter
on the fubje@ of the propofed alliance, in which
paffages have been introduced which his Majefty
neither wrote nor conceived. *Waving however all
further thought on thefe merely perlonal confider-
ations, [ thall now procecd to the principal objeét
" of this publication, which s to ftate the advantages
which muft accrue to Great Britasn in confequence
of the propofed alliance fully perfuaded.tl}at_if 1
do amor carry comvittion to eevery unprqudp?
mindy
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mind, it muft arife from the inability of the advo-
cate, more than from the weaknefs of the caufe.

How far the trade to the Eaft is advantage-
ous or hurtful to Europe: how far the acqui-
fition of territory has had a promotive or fubver-
verfive tendency to the real interefts of the Engli/p
Eaft India Company, are topicks which may amufe
fpeculative philofophers, but can never ferioufly
be brought into difcuffion with.relatior to any
propofed arrangement of India affars, We now
are fovereigns in thefe regions, and fovereigns we
muft be, or flaves, or nothing. An unleoked for
and fingular coincidence of circumftances placed
before us empire or annihilauon. Theegenius
and ftrength of mind of a Cive could not hefitate
a moment ; and a handful of men, who to-day had
nothing but hoftfle ground on which to tread, in
the courfe of a few revolving funs faw provinces
fubdued and princes fuing for protettion. To fe-
cure therefore fuch important acquifitions, which
now we cannot lofe without fhaking the pillars of
the Brityh ftate, 1s certainly an obje& which me-
rits the attention of every man who hoafts the
fmalleft {park of patriotifm, there being hardly
an indwidual in his Majeflg’s kingdoms who
is not immediately or remotely intercfted in the
event.

On fuch principles, therefore, let the {yftem be
juftly weighed, and not hattily condemned, though
it may not reach petfection. Should the pofitive
advantages be great, the contingent ones probable ;
fhould honour demand 1, fafety require it, hu-
manity call loudly forit; fhould the whole be in
a train to be carried into execution, unattended by
immediate or eventual expence, and the greateft
and moft permanest benefits be the undoubted

confequence,
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.
confequence, without a confideration in the efhi-
mation of a fcruple to throw into the oppofite
fcale, I muit think that it claims the higheft atten-
tion srom the candour and good fenfe of my coun-
trymen.

I now proceed therefore to ftate the propofals
which I am impowered by Sbab Allum the Great Mo-
gul to offer as the bafis of an alliance with his Majefty
the king of Great Britain, and fhall afterwards de-
duce the confe§uences which may rationally be ex-
pected to follow the raufication of the treaty.

1ft, Sbab Allum propofes immediately to inveft
his Britanzack Majefly, his heirs and fucceflors,
with the abfolute fovercignty of the kingdom of
Bengal, and the provinces of Bebar and Oriffa.

2dly, He propofes zlio eventuvally to invelt his
Majefty with the fovereignty of part of the D.cax,
and the Concan, which will unite in one great com-
paét body the B tyh fetdements i Hindgftan.

gdly, He will give the Englfh Ecfft India Com-
pany permiffion to eftablifh taétories 1n any part of
his empire, which, when tranquithty 1s reftored in
confequencg of the propofed treaty, nult not only
romote®a vatt conturpucn of Brigfh commodi-
vies in Hindcfian, Rut allo fupply the caravans from
Candabar, Cachemire, Tibet, and other places in
Perfia and Tarzcry, with Woollen Cloths, and other
European arucles, which are well adapred for thofe
northern laritudes.

4thly, Shab Allum, in regarn, withes only fur
the friendfhip of the King of Great Pritain,
and a certawr noiLor of Drityfh officers to duf-
apline and command lus truops, with a proper
fupply from the Cunpany of all kinds of mnlitary
ftures, in lien of the arrears of his revenue s

festled by the treaty of 265.

From
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From the above ground-works, and the confe-
quent arrangements, the moft falutary effefts muft
foon be experienced, flowing chiefy from rhat
greateft and moft ineftimable of bleflings, peace.

Almott ever fince the Perfian wnvafion, this pa-
radife of the world, as it is juftly called, has been
torn to pieces by the ambinion and jarring inte-
reits of the great men; the want of power and au-
thority 1n the head, annihilating all fubordination
and obedience 1n the members of the ftate.

In the general confufion, at the fare time, arif-
ing from the intrigues of the Omiahs, numbers of
low-born adventurers have ftaited up, whofe only
objeét has been plunder and devaftauion, Not to
mention hundreds of nferior note, we find an
Abuet 1daallab, a wemal fervant of Nadir Shab,
colleétiry by degrees 1 numerous army of banditti,
and p Tefling himfelf of the kingdom of Ghefui,
lying between Perfia and Hindgftan : we behold an
Alrverdy Kban (uncle to Suraja ul Dowla) fiom a
Heckardar or pipe-bearer to the Souba of Bengal,
vfurping at length the f{overeign power; we fec a
Sesfdar Jung (father to Swya ul Dowlg) a fugitive
from Perfiz, became Nabob of Owd; and a Hy-
der Naig, from the mean rank of Corporal of Frezch
Sepoys, {triking terror 1nio our fettlements on
the Coromand:l coaft, forcing at laft the Prefidency
of Madras to fubfcribe a moft inglorious treaty,
and now enjoying the ufurped dominion of fome
af the finelt provinces in Hindoftan.

In the courfe, however, of thofe ftrides to power,
murder, rapine, famine, horror of every kind, have
overfpread the face of the whole country. To
enumerate defcriptions of flanghter cannot'pleafe ;
a fingle fpecimen only I fhall beg leave to intro-

duce from Colonel Dow’s Hifiory of Hmdofian,
whieh
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which frikingly thows to what degreé of barba-
rous . depravity mankind can defcend, when un-
curbed by authority, and impelled by avarice and
a thirft for power.
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“ Thefe fations proved fatal to the unhappy
Delbians. Abdallab laid the city under heavy
contributions, and inforced the collethion with
fuch rigor and rcruelty, that the unfortunate
inhabitants,® driven to defpair, took up arms.
The Perfian ordered a general maflacre, which,
without intermuffion, lafted for feven days. The
relentle{s Dourannics * were not even then glutted
with (Taughter, but the ftench of the dead bodues
drove them out of the city, A great part of the
buildings were, at the fame ume, reduced to
athes, and many thoufands, who had. efcaped
the fword, fuffered a lingering death by famine,
fitting upon the {moaking ruins of their own
houfes. Thus the imperial city of Delbz, which,
in the days of its glory, extended itfelf feventeen
crores 1n length, and was {aid to contain two
millions of people, became almoft a heap of
rubbith.

« The miferies of the unfortunate Delbians were
not yet at an end. ‘The Mabrattors, who now,
without intermiffion, traverfed the empure for
plunder, advanced to partake of the ipoils of
Dalbi with Abdallab.  Fincow and Malbarrow
accordingly eccupied the, environs of the city.
The Perfian marched out aganft them, and
both armies joined battle at 2 place called Afu-
genn Tuckia, two crores from the depopulated
capital. The Mabrattors were defeated, and

® The tribe, of which Abdallab is Chief, are qiftinguithed

by thar aame.

G2 purfued
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purfued two hundred and fifty crores from the
field : but they, 1n the mean time, gave Abdallab
the flp, turned his rear, and fet out in full
march for Delbs. The Dourannief, however, were
fo clofe to their heels, thar, before they could
atterppt any thing againft the city, they were a
fecond time obliged to retreat.
¢ In the mean ume news arrived, that the Mab-
rattor Chiefs were advancing with another very
numerous army from the Decan, with a profefled
defign to re-eftabhith the ancient Hindoo govern-
ment. Biffwafs Raw, Baow, and Ioxabim Chan
Ghardi, commanded this force, which, indepen-_
dent of the army of Mabrarters, whom Ab-
dallab had already defeated, confifted of on=
hundred thoufapd horfe. The Mebemmedans
were firuck with rerror; they thought it necef-
fary to juin Abdallab, to fupport the faith; Suja
u#l Dowla, who had fucceeded his father, the
infamous Sesfdar Fung, in the province of Oud,
Abmed Chan Bunguifb, Chief ot the Patans and
all the petty Chicttains of the Robillas, haftened
with their torces to Delbz. !
« The Mabrattors had now entered the terri-
tories of the Fates, and fm%moncd} Raja Sous
rage Mull to jon them. Though Seurage Mull,
as a Hindoo, withed for the extirpation of Maz-
bommedifm in India, he was too jealous of the
power of the Mabrattors, to obey their orders.
Enraged at his obfhnacy, they carried fire and
fword through his dominions, and compelled
him at laft t6 join them with fifty thoufand men.
« The Mabratiors now confited of two hundred
thoufand horfe, and the Mabommedans, whom
Abmet Abdallab commanded in chief, ot near one
hundred and fifty ¢houfand, The eyes of all
« India
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< India were now turned towards the event of
« a war, upon which depended, whether® the
s fupreme power fhould remain with the M-
¢ bommedans, %or revert agamn to the Hindoos.
<« Upon the approach of the Makrattors, Abdallak
s evacuated Delbi, and, having crofled the Fumna,
« encamped on the oppofite bank.

« The Mabrattors inmediately entered the city,
« and filied every quarter of 1t with devaftation
« and death. Not content with robbing the mife-
s« rable remains of Abdallab’s cruelty of every thing
« they poffeffed, they finpped all the males and
<« females quitc naked, and wantonly whipped
¢« thém before them along the ftreets. Many now
« prayed for death, as the greateft blefling, and
« thanked the hand which infli¢ted the wound.—
« Famine begun to rage among the unfortunate
« citizens to fuch a degree, that ruen fled from
<« their deareft friends, zs f,uin bealis of prey, for
s fear of therr being devourcd. Many women
s¢ devoured their own ciularen, while fome mo-
¢ thers, of more humanity, were fecn dead in the
«t ftreet®, with infants fhll fucking at their breafls,
« . But now let us draw a val over this fcene of
¢ horror.”

Such therefore being the melancholy fitvation
of thofe diftreffed people, alternately the victins
of the avarice and brutal fury of thofe tygers
in human fhape, no wonder that they pant after
tranquillity, and anxioufly with for one fove-
reign lord to protect them againft a million of ty-
rants.

The idea of the Britifb power has made a ftrong
impreffion on the minds og the inhabitants of Hix-
dofian, The fervants of the Company “they confi-

der
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der as fo many princes+, that Company which can
rulé fuch princes they look up to with awg and
reverence ; but the King of Great Britaim, the fo-
vereign ruler of fuch rulers, they*conceive to be
fome being fuperior to hwuman nature,

The mere reputation therefore of an alliance be-
tween his Britannick Majefty and the Great Mogul
(and I could ftake my head on the evenr) would
operate like an electrical fhock, fly hke ughtning
from the moft northern dependency on the throne
of Deibi to Cape Comorin, and awe the proudeft
chief into obedience and fubjection. The little
Rajas, whofe dominions are now laid wafte by the
greater robbers, and the various tribes of uhhap-
py exiles, who, hunted from place to place by
cruel marauders, cannot find a fpot on which to
reft their weary limbs, would all flock to the royal
ftandard, and unite in crufhing that deftructive
anarchy which has unhinged all government, and
deluged their country with blood. One compact
body, thus moving with dignity and firmnefs, would
foon eftablith an authority which the moft un-
doubted right unfupported by power can tever ef-
feftuate, in Hindoftan efpecially, where principles of
honour and patriotifm being ®But lttle known,
and defpotiim the fyftem of rule adapted to the
genius of the people, fear becomes the only fecu-

rity for ohedrence.

Here it may not be improper to bring into one
point of view the various certain and probable ad-
vantages which may be expeéted from the pro-

+ ¢ 1 met the Britip” (fays Mabommed Ais Khan, the Na<
bob of the Caraatic) © with that opennefs which they love ;
e and it is fy honour as,well as my fecurity to be the ally
«¢ of a nation compofed of Princes.”

pofed
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pofed arrangements, and then endeavour to fuppors
‘the whole by undoubted facts and obvious reafon-
ings. ’

1. *That an alliance'with fome great power in
Hindeftan feemg abfolutely neceflary to create that
balance of power which alone can ellablith tran-
quihity, and give a breathing-tnne to the labourer
and manufaturer, without which the commeice
of the Company muft foon inevitably be ruined.

2. That noge can promife more 1n point of pre-
fent fafety and advantage, or future ftability and
profperty, than that which 1s now propofed with
the lawtul and acknowledped head ot the empire.

3. That 1t will operate reciprocally in throwing
ftrength, authority, and nches into the hands of
the contracting powers.

4. That the firmpefs it will give to the fove-
reignty of the Great Mogul will bring the tnibutary
Soubas, Rujas, and other ftates, into the old chan-
nel of obedience.

5. That the revenue arifing from thefe tributes
will enable Shab Allum to keep a great army con-
ftantly on_foot, which, by bemg commanded by
Brinfh pthcers only, muit be conficered m every
refpect as a Britifb army in the Mogul's pay.

6. That this agmy will be ready at all tumes, on
application trom the B:s4./b Governor general, to
furmith detachments, fhould ur fettlements be at-
tacked either by foraigners or nauves.

7. That the clothing and other Eurgpean necef-
faries for this army will kmmediatly amount to
above 200 coo k. and may foon exceed 500,000 L
per anunm, to be furnithed by the Company.

8. That an increafe ot revenue to the Mogul
might foon enabie him to remit the twenty-fix, lacks
payable from the Dewannece of Bengal, which muft

otherwife
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otherwife be conftantly paid, or Great Britein for-
feit her honour by trampling on the law of nations.

9. That the Company will be allowed to efta-
blith factories, with high privileges, whereves they
choofe, and to trade duty-free in Qjis Mogu/ Maje-
fty’s dominions; whillt the immediate trade to
Delbi muft open a vent for Brityh commodities to
an immenfe amount, with the certainty of an an-
nual increafe, when peace and the eafy collection
of the Shh’s revenue fhall promgte commerce,
and a circulation of cafh.

10, That an extenfion of trade to the eaftern
and northern provinces of Perfia and the {fouthern
ftates of Tartary, through the Mogul’s dominions
and the Indus, amounts to a probability bordering-
upon certainty, and muft prove highly beneficial.

r1. That the Company will immediately ger nid
of that clatm which the Mabrattors 1nfift they have
a right to, called the Chout, or fourth part of the
revenues of their-territorial acquifitions, and which
will ever furnith thofe reftlefs marauders with a
pretence, fupported by the appearance of legality,
to plunder and diftrefs their {ettlements.

t12. That the Company will in every rgfpeét be
placed in perfe@ fecurity from their determined
and irreconcileable enemies, the Mabrattors, Hy-
der Al, and the Nizam of the Decan.

18. That Bombay, which now depends even on
thofe Mabraitors for provifions, and upon Bergal
for money, would, in confequence of the acquufi-
tion of the Concan, ard the uninterrupted trade of
the Indws, become one of their moft flounfhin
fettlements, inftead of at prefent proving a dcai
weight on the Company of at leaft 200,000 L. per
annum.

14. That in place of being confidered as in-

vaders
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vaders of Hindoftan, this alliance would ¢onvey to
his Majefty 2 legal, juft, and undifputed title to
feveral of the nobleft provinces in the empire, and
give a'new fpring to the trade and internal happi-
nefs of that wide-extended empire.

15. That it will, at the fame time, put‘an entire
ftop to French intrigues 1n Hindoffan, from which
fooner or later much danger may otherwife arife.
Suja ul Dowla is at beft bur a forced friend ; felf-
prefervation kegps him for the prefent in quiet,
but his chief favourites and leaders are Gemsdl,
Chevalter, and other natives of France, who onl
watch a favourable moment to recover their lo
dominion, and annthilate the Brizih power in
*Indias

16. That it will bring above two millions yearly
into the treafury of Great Britain, without takinﬁ
a fingle rupee in cath out of Hindefian, by whic
adminiftration will be enabled to make great pro-
grefs in finking the national debr, and relieving the
ﬁabjc& of the taxes moft oppreffive to the manus
falturing poor.

17. Thag it will give new vigour to the declin-
ing mangifaltures of Britain, but in a particular
manner to thofe of the clothing counties, as well
as to Birminghame Manchefier, Sheffield, Norwich,
&ec.

8. That the Company having then nothing to
artend to but a fteady application to commerce,
and the ruinous expence of a miljrary efablith~
ment being then no longes neceflary, their debts
would in confequence be foon extinguithed ; and
their own dividends, inftead of dwindling to nos
thing, would on the moft folid principles exceed in
a few years the moft floprifhing period of their
own or any foreign ftock. ‘ ‘

H 19. That
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t{g. That the whole can be arranged upon the
moft fimple as well as the moft equitable prin-
¢iples, and the particular advantages to Govern-
ment and the Company be entirely compatible
with univerfal good; whillt the*fyftem of Ind:iz
government (which like the Gordian knot is at
prefent too difficult to be unloofed) would be put
upon fuch a folid bafis as to render the management
as eafy as that of our Weff India iflands.

20. That no undue feverity will be exercifed
againft any of the country princes, nor any alt of
power put in force which the general fafety of the
whole does not appear to require. Hyder is an
ufurper; he muft be firipped of Bangaloge, the
fea-port of Mangalore, and fome other important
placés, of which he has robbed the lawful owners ;
to whom, in order to preferve a proper balance,
they might eitier be reftored on certain conditions,
or, if the poffeffion would be of greater importanze
to ¥s, an equivalent given them in fome other
difti&. The power of the Nizam, and the arifto-
craty of the Mabrattors, heing alfo circumicribed,
and all of them obliged reguylarly to pay tribute
for the territories they are allowed to hold either
from the King of Great Britain or the Magul,
‘there would not then remain i Hindeftan a prince

power fufficient to difturb the general tranquil-

3 and the fmaller ftates having then nothing to
dread, the armies they are now under the peceflity
of fupporting for their fafety, which drains their
treafupies, and drives them to opprefiive exror-
tions, would then of courfe be dHlpfbandcd; they
would become rich; their tribute they could 'pay
with eafe ; their fgg{)p!c would return to their la-
bour” and manufaltures, and the contraft which
they muft foon perceive between mifery and hap-
pinefs
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Inefs would attach them in the ftrongeft manner
to the contratting powers; whilft individuals, find-
ing that certain %xed unalterable laws became the
guardtans of their praperty, they would blefs the
influence which, had difpelled that inhuman anar-
chy, and made the arts of peace 1o rife vp from
among the horrors of war. ‘

Laply, That as Shab Allum in his prefeat firua-
tion muft ever remain a dangerous, though invo-
funiary engine in the hands of our foes, necefiity,
found policy, every regard to prefent fafety and
futare profperity call loudly for an experiment,
which can be attended with neither danger nor
expence ; without enlarging upen the humane
*idea of giving permanent peace o perhaps fifty
millions of people,

Having in the foregoing articles given the pria-
cipal heags of the beneficial confequences, which
may be hoped for from the propofed alliange, f
fhall now endeavour to illuftrate fuch of them as
may appear to require a more complete imveftigg-
tion,

Peacey that firft and moft imporrant confiders-
tion 1o a trading country, and to a body whafe
only objeét oughteto be an extenfive commerce,
unditurbed by attention to pofiticks and war, can
never be hoped for, circumflanced as the Judia
Company has been, and mult contigue to be, un-
lefs a manly and a radical remedy is immediate]y
applied. The changes may be run upon the
names of their Chiefs, from Governors and Coun~
cils to Select Committees, from thefe to Supervifors,
and from Supervifors toCouncils-general; but mep-
fures, not men, muft be the objedt, or werfe awd
wwarfe muft be the Company’s motto, .

fa The

=1
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The principles of every Government ought to
reft upon the fimpleft and the broadeft bafis. ~They
ought to be fuch as men of moderate abilities can
condu&t with eafe, and which, even knaves and
fools, when raifed to rule, cannot®greatly injure;
for men of fuperior parts appear but feldom, and
men of integrity are not always to be found. Man-
kind we muft take as we find them, not as we
might with them to be; and every arrangement,
which looks forward to ftability, mtft be adapted
to the level of the mullion, rnot to the genius of the
few.

Is the prefent fyftem of Indiz government eftab-
lithed on fuch a foundation ? Can it raife its head,
amidft the almoft unavoidable jarring of facfions,
and the diffenfions of injured individuals? Can it
reftore the affairs of Hindgftan, {hould one half of
the Company’s fervants cbunterat the efforts of
the reft & Are all the actors men of fuperior parts,
fevere, integrity, devoid of paffions, jealoufies, and
private views? Have they no fortunes to make,
no dependents to promote? Have they no unjuft
preferences to give, no fuperceffions i their train
to fow the feeds of difunion and refentment® Have
they the intrepidity of a Clive, the addrefs of 2 Vax-
Sittare, the active vigilance of a Plgor 2 Or can they,
amidft a]l the luxury of the Eaft, breathe nothing
but Spartan patriotifm,’ abftinence, and felf-denial

Such men, if fuch men have been found, may
Yor a feafon prop the tottering fabric, till bending
under the unweildy I%ad, one rude blaft involves
the whole in ruin, *

To be completely convinced that the above is
not merely declamation, let us take a flight view
of the deftructive fyftém which has prevailed ever
fince a commercial Company beécame metamort:

o phofed
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phofed into that triple-headed monfter, a (overeign-
military-merchant.
Magdras, for near thirty years, has hardly ever
been twelve months together at peace ; Calcutta,
fince the overthtow of Suraja uf Dowla, has confi-
derably improved upon her example ; Bemday to
the beft of her abilities has thewn a willingnefs not
to be behind hand with her fifter-fettlements 3 and
could Bencoolen any how have contrived to follow
uch thining patterns, fhe undoubtedly would not
have been the only exception to the general rule.
Now what have been the confequences of thefe
military movements? Have they all been founded
on neceflity ? Has the Company’s prefervation, im-
mediately or contingently, been the conftant mo-
tives for thefe wars; or have any of them been
wantonly created to fatisfy the ambition .or ava-
rice of individuals ? One of thefe pofitions muft
certainly be true, and either of them will fuffi-
ciently demontftrate the dan%cr of perfevering in
foch a pernicious fyftem. If the Company has
conftantly been and ftill remains expofed to the at-
tacks of nutnerous foes, it becomes furely highly
neceflary*now to ook around for fome general and
permanent fecurity. Whilft, on the other hand, if
the Company’s fafety and advantage have been'
often’ but fecondary objects to the views of private
men, the reafon is equally forcible to remove in-
ftantly every caufe that may in future have a ten-
dency to produce fuch baneful effeits: for what
has invariably been’ the fyftem will ever fo con-
tinue while the fame defets remain, and the fame
principlésd operate.  The ftronger Indian Princes,
while unawéd By fuperior ‘authority, will ever cruth
the, weaker, whilft thofe who are’ more upon a Tevel
will conrt Eurspean powers to enable m ‘ﬂ;'tr de-
oy
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firoy their rivals. Splendid bribes will be hunk
out,-which our leaders may not always have virtue
enough-to refift, and the Company’s real intetefts be
toa often fent headlong to ruin, to aggrandize am-
bitious individuals. Where fo many independent
powers exift therefore uncontrouled byany other law
than their own fhort-fighted views, how impoffible
muft it be to expect tranquillity ! their fears, therr
avarice, their contefts for fuperiority muft keep
them ever in alarm ; armies upon armies muft be
perpetually in motion, laying the country wafte ;
the labourer to avoid deftru&tion muft turn fol-
dier ; manufactures muft droop ; revenues decline ;
treafuries be drained ; neceffity then will urge to
war, and the plunder which rewards the conguerog*
give him only a thirft for more.

To keep the Company’s fervants unconcerned
during fuch commotions is abfolutely impoflible.
Threatnings upon threatnings may be hung out
in terrorem by the Court of Directors; but expe-
rience has clearly fhewn that it is their inferior,
their peorer dependents only who tremble at their
frowns ; whillt thofe in the higher lings have not
ferupled to fet their mandates at defiagee : yet
fuch are the charms of Affluence, that punifhment,
nay even cenfure, will ever fhrink at her approach,

The late manceuvres on the Coromandel coaft
and at Allababad 1 am not {ufficiently informed
abppt to judge of with precifion; report hows
ever fays that the taking of Fanmjour has already
praduced 2 mifunderffanding between us and our
old and hitherto faithful ally the Nabob of Arees;
and the furrender to Swjg w! Dowla of Allababad
abd the Cera province (ceded and guarantied by vg
1o the King) 15 not only another to the fay
of natiops, sbyt adds freth firepgth to ane of;renﬁ
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moft dangerous and moft powerful neighbours.
A few lacks of rupees indeed, as the Company's
proportion, have been hung out to amufe the Stock-
holders at home, whillt every fword that is drawn,
every wantcn deviation from that fteady juftice
which alone can make us really great, is cutting
down the tree to gather the fruir, and muft prove
fatal forerunners to ftill more fatal confequences.

But let us hide for 2 moment from our eyes the

naked fword which, fufpended by a hair, hangs
over the Company’s head : let us view only the
moft chearful fide of the landfcape, and let us
fancy the happieft effefts which ¢an poffibly be
expested from the fgentlcmen'now appointed to the
fuperintendency of the Company®s affairs in the
Eaft ; let them have all the virtues I have already
figured them to be poflett of ; let the gentlemén
already there (many of whom by the fuperceflion
of the Council-general and their fuite are now cut
off from every hope of independence) not onl
shrow no oppofition in their way, but, looking wit
indifference on their own private intereft, co-ope-
rate<in gvery meafure for the bencfit of the Comn-
pany, the utmoft poffible good that can be hopéd
for even from thiggreat ulumiatum can only be félc
in the Company’s own diftri&s, which, if properly
refletted upon, muft be after all a poor, an unifme
portant, and a tranfitory confiderition.

The trade of every country can flourith only in
roportion tg the fituatiom of thofe ftates which
urround it. The riches and commerce of one
nation derives its pringipal fupplies from the riches

dedmmm‘;rcc of its meighbours; and nowpg‘ofle
gan’ ever carry their grade and induffry veryfar,
where the adjacent diftri@s are the fognes of "Bar-
%ﬂﬁfm,' ptunder,” and- carniage.

Bengal,
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Bengal, Bebar, and Oriffa are poflefied of no
mines ; their former riches therefore flowed en-
tirely from their trade with the furrounding and
more diftant provinces of the Empire ; it was this
trade which enabled Bengal alone before the Per-
Jfan invafion to remit to the Emperor’s treafury a
tribute of 100 lacks,, befides the immenfe fums
the Soubas and Dewans referved for themfelves ;
and to the lofs of this trade, together with the
other never-failing attendants upon anarchy and
war, is it owing that the revenyes are now haftening
faft to a total decline.

. 1t is evident, therefore, thateven the profoundeft
prace, and the moft falutary regulations in the Com-
pany’s provinces alone, never can recover that %ealth
and that trade which they have loft, unlefs the fame
tranquillity is extended to every corner of the em-
pire: for fhould Greas Britain flill look on with an
eye of indifference, whilft Hyder Ali is deftroying
a number of little ftates cn the Malabar coafl,
whilft the Mabrattors and Abdallab are either lay-
ing wafte or threatening with defolation the pro-
vinces to the north and weft, all external com-
merce but that to Eurepe muft totally ceafe; and
the trade being then confined entirely to internal
barter, fo far from offering a pfobability of advan-
tage to the Company, muft throw the balance fo
much againft her, as evidently to make it in a litte
while o0 ruinous to fupport,

Can any thing morg ftrikingly confirm the fore-
going obfervations than a flight view of the decline
of the revenues from the year 1766 to 1771, with
the immenfe increafe during that period of the
Company’s expence? Mr, Sykes, in his letters to
the Sele@ Committee, reports the revenue to
amount to 199 lacks of rupees; taking this th:‘:c-
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'f?e as the ftandard, which undoubtedly in times
of tranquillity and good order, the provinces could
eafily yield, obferve the progrefs of the revenue
and expence in the inverfe propottion.

ReveEnvE, o Lacks. | DissursEMENTS in Bempal,
civil, military, £9¢, Lacks.

1766 to 1767 —— 196 {1766 to 1767 — g9
1767 = 1768 —— 181 [1767 — 1768 — Jo8
1768 — 1769 — 192 | 1768 ~— 1769 — 126
1769 — 1770 — 161 | 1769 ~— 1770 — 130
IMO . 1770 — X154 | 1770 == 1771 — 134

What conclufions muft we draw from the above !
in the year 1766 we obferve that the revenue
exceeded the expence nearly in 100 lacks (abour
13250,000L) whilft in 1771 this excefs we find
dwindl®d down to a fifth part, or about 250,000 1.
What further decreafe may have happened fince
that ume I cannot precifely fay, having feen no
regular account ; but, from information which has
probability to fupport it, the revenue at the laft
balance had fuffered another diminution of twen-
ty-five lacks more; fo that even including the
twenty-fix lacks, which has been unwarrantably
ftopped from Shab Allum, the Company then had
ohly a furplus of twenty-one lacks, or 262,500 1,
(4t 25. 6d. the rupee) to defray the inveltments,
to remit for the Meficiencies of the other fet-
tlements (that of Bombay alone exceeding at a
medium 200,000 1. yearly) to pay the intereft of
the bond debt (amounting by the laft accounts to
1,271,250, } which at the rate of 8 percent. is above
100,000 1.) to anfwer the addifional expénce of the
Council-general and Judges (about 100,000l
more) and various other Fmaller incidents, with

- w
.1 Exclufive of near 1,000,0001, of arrears now due to the

ﬂl agld. .
) 1 which
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which it is unneceffary to fwell the account; a furmw
fo totally inadequate, that the unavoidable confe-
quence muft be an increafe of the bond debt, till
the furplus revenue not being equal even fo de-
fraying the interel}, it is eafy for common fenfe to
draw the fatal conclufion,

The Courts of Diretion and Proprictary may ins
the mean time amu’e themlclves about the reduc-
tion of fome pounds in their freight-account, and
difeufs a few fuch probiemanical quefiions as; whe-
ther the private trade of their fea-{ervants is or is not
detrimental to the Company’s intereft ! bur, tho’ a
proper attention to ceconomy is 1n many cafes cer-
tainly laudable, pence and farthings are, after all,
but forry confiderations, when millionsare perhing,
and their very exiftence is at ftake. Confined ideas
ought never to govern great bodies; an individual,
whofe hour upon the ftage of hife is circumferibed,
muft adapt his operations to his time, his views, and.
lus abilities; but a great body ought to look forward,
and never facrifice impartant, certa.a, though re-
moter advantages, o the inveftigation of tnifles, or
the indolent granficanon of the prefentchour.

Before the malady therefore 1s pait all-power of
art, let Parhament and the Dire&tion join their
fkil; the remedy ar prefent “is eafy, but delay
muft rumn all, Let therefore all puerile appre-
henfions and litle jealoufies give way to manly
confidence ; the tmes demand it, the obje@ is
great, and will .wcll reward their pains. L.t not
therefore the Dire€tion hang out-their paltry parch-
ment when fuch a game 15 at ftake. A charter
granted to a Commercial Company muft vircually
Yofe its being, when that Company, having become
fovereigns, are found unequal to the weight of
governmer.  Faftious dedlaimers and fpecula-
tive reafoners will ever difplay to the people that

bug-bear,,
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‘bug-bear, the power of the crown; but the indif-
penfable confideration (and I am fupported in my
opinivn by Colonel Dow, Mr, Smith*, and every
able writer on,India affairs) refts now entirely on
this point, whether, in the dread of a remote and im-

robable contingency, we fhall ruth upon our ruin?
or, which 1s the fame thing, governed by irrefolu-
ition and procraftination, lay tupmely by, ull de-.
ftruction 1s af the door, and nothing remains but

unavailing complaints, and withes for the recovery

of loft opportunity ?

From the whale therefare the following fhort
* axioms may be clearly deduced.
1ft, That the Engly/h Eaft India Company can-
not exift under the piefint {yfteny of government, -
2dly, That the cftablithment of a general tran-
Auilhity only can reftore the commerce of Hindgftan,
and give permanency to the Bruyfh trade,
g(ﬁy,. That a great alliance is the only poffible
meafure that can accomphfh this important end.
4thly, Jhat no alliance can promife any lafting
advantage, or give a real legality to oyr proceed-
ings, excepting that with the Grear Mogul.

On this ground I fhall, therefore, with great de-

+ Natbaniel Smirb, Efq; now one of the Direflors of the
Judia Company, the author (if am not mifinformed) of
three judiclous publications, intstuled, Qbferaations on the
prefent fate of she Baft India Collpany ;5 Meajures to be purfuea
tr Indras and General Remarks en the fiffen of gowcrament in
India; in which a varety of important matter is difcufled
with 2 depth of knowledge, z fotidity of seafoning, and a

erfpiceity of ftile, which does that genteman much honogr.
hey are printed for Noar/e in the Strand, and ought to be
read by every man wha corfiders Judia afigirs as of inte-

Fefting confequence to his country, '
) Iz ference,
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ference, fubmit the following great lines of a plan
for this important purpofe, leaving 1t for apiend-
ment to men of better parts, fhould the general

idea engage, as irought, the atrettion of the na-
tion.

1. That an alliance offenfive and dcfenfive be
entered 1nto between his Bizzannick maefty and
Shab Allum upon the principles formerly laid down,
with fuch alterations as the wifdom of Parhament
and his Majefty’s Councils may judge neceffary.

2. That a new charter be granted to the Eaft
India Company, confimng their attention to com
merce alone. i

3. That the revenue, the cwil, political, and
mulitary departments, be entirely under the controul
of a Viceroy and a Council of fixteen, to be ap-
pointed by the Crown, and accountable to Paild-
ment for their conduct.

4. That they be interdi&ed by the fevereft
penalties from all concern directly or indireétly in
uade.

5. ‘That their falaries be ample and fix®d, with
an allowance of fo much per cent. upon the furplus,
when the revenues fhould exce€d a certain deter-
mined fum; this would give them a fironger inte-
reft in the encouragement of agriculiure, fresdom
of trade, and every meafure that might honourably
tend to an increafe of revenue.

6. That the Vicerby’s refidence may at firf
be at Morfiedabed, to be removed hereafter,
if neceflary, nearer to the centre, when the pro-
vinces of the Decan and the Comcarn are added to
the Brutifb dominions.

7. Thauthe Viceroy fhould have the whole
exccutive power; but rthe revenue and every new

’ ' dehberative
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deliberative meafure to fall under the confider.
ation pf the Viceruy and Council.

8. That fix of the Council remain always with
the Viceroy ; three to refide at Coleutta, three
at Madras, three at Bombay, and one as Envoy at
the Court of the Grear Mogul.

9. That there be alfo fixtzen junicr counfel-
lors, to fupply vacancis ifi cafe of death or re-
fignation ; out of which body refidents, if thought
neceflary, might be appointed to different fubor-
dinates.

10. That every thing of a judicial nature be
left eptirely to Erglifp and Indran Judges; except
in cafes of appeal to the Viceroy and Council,

11. That fuch Zemindars as may act as Judges
fhall have no concern, as at prei?:nr, in* the col-
lection of the revenues; but other officers be ap-
pointed to that department.

1z. That Nabobs, Rajas, and Foujdars fhall
preﬁdu over provinces and diftricts, with cer-
tain executive and colletive powers; to account
regularly f8r the tribute to the Viceroy and Coun-
all for thefe territornies which hold of the Crown
of Great Britam, and to the Mogul's treafury
for fuch as hold ufider that Prince.

13. That the Viceroy and Counal, as a fu-
preme criminal court, fhould have the power of
calling to account Generals, Judges, and other grea
officers when gwlty of cpprefficn, pcrvcrﬁon of
Juftice, or any other dangerous crime,

14. That the lands thould be let in lots either for
Iife or a certain term of years, at a fixed maderate
rent; which would tend greatly to promote the in-
duftry cof the farmer, upon his fecipg a certain
profpect of reward for his labour, an&d a fecurity
for his property when he Nas acquired 1.

15. That
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t5. That ftri& attention be paid to the collec-
tors, and ready redrefs be given to every well
founded complaint. ‘

16. That every kind of fecurisy for perfon and
property fhould be proclaimed abroac, and reli-
gioufly obferved ; parucularly with regard to mer-
chants from Perfia, Tartary, and other diftant
countries.

17. That great endeavours be ufed by premiurfis
and advance of money to improve the manufac-
ture of fine goods, which has declined greatly, in
confequence of the diftraClions of the country.

18. That the Company in their commercial line
be {ubjeft to no controul, except when evedently
tranfgrefling their hmits, and that powers of
appeal to the King and Council be lodged with
the Governors ot the refpective prefidencies,
when the leaft impediment 15 thrown in their way
by the fervants of the Crown,

1g9. That Government agree to pay the Com-
pany, by apprailement, for all their forts, ftores,
and military apparatus, to be made gogd by yearly
inftalments out of the revenues,

2¢. That all Governinent remittances be tranf-
alted by the Company, and be paid into the
treafuries of the refpeftive Prefidencies feven
or eight months before the goods are brought from
the manufaltories to the Company’s warehoufes,
which would enable them to go to market on the
beft terms by advancihg money to the Aurongs or
manufacturing villages : whilft, at the fame tine,
the ramittances, thus pafling through the Com-
pany’s hands would operate as a check on the
Crown fervants in the management of the revenue
3s a deficiency wauld foon be difcovered, and if it

appeared
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appeared to proceed from peculation, negligerice,
or oppreflion, immediate pumfhment would fol«
bw.

21.oThat all cloths, and other Exropear com-

modities, for the confumption of the Brityh and
Mogul armies, thould alfo pafs enurely through the
hands. of the Company, at certain fixed rates or
eontraéls, as might from time to time be entered
into with the Courts of Londor and Delbs.
o 22, That, as a fleet would be always neceffary,
fhips be contrated fur by the Viceroy and Council,
and built by the Company of teek-wood, which
is extremely durable, and would prove an immenfe’
faving to Great Britain; thefe f{hips might be
*mannged partly with Brtifb feamen, and partly by
Lafcars and Malays, who, ¥ bred young, would
make exeellent failors.

23. That all the natives of the Eaft, with fuch
Europeans as may have the Company’s hcence, be
protected in an uninterrupted commerce, {ubject tor
fuch dwties as may, as nearly as poffible, enable
every tiader to go to market on equal terms, the
advantages being always, though not too highly,
in favogr f the fubje@s of Great Britainy other-
wife monopoltes will {till continue to diflrefs the
empire, and deter the natives of remoter countrics
from vifiting our provinces.

¥ would not in the above fketeh (1o which mmany
other important articles might be added) with g
be confidered as dictating o Adminiftration or Di-
rection im their great arrangements : their fupe«
rior opportunities for knowledge will no doubyy
fuggeft to them many unprovements; my defign
is only to pofnt out to the public at large, inthe
ggneral and great lige, the eafe with which 2 plan
of this nature might be carried into ex¥cution, with-
out
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out any of thele danzers, difficulties, or expences;
which, at the fiuft tluth, might alarm the unin-
formed..

Mot of the advantages to be expeéted from the
propofed alliance and rhe confequent arrangements
appear to be felf-evident; bur as fome of them,
and thofe of high imlportance, require a completer
invefhigation, 1 fhall fpeak to them a little more
fully, and then, with fome general inferences; con-
clude the whole, .

And firft, with regard to the revenue, whick
clear of all charges, caivil and military, would then
flow into the treafury of Great Britain (and which
might be allotted entirely for the difcharging of the
nanional debt) it would foon amount to full two
millions per annum. In this eftimate I neithe? in-,
clude the revenues of the Concan and the Decan (of
which 1n lefs than two years we thould difpofiefs
the Mabrattors and the Nizam, or render them
tributary, almoft without drawing a {word) nor thofe
of the Bednure and Swnda provinces, ufurped by
Hyder Ali, and of which the Rajas, the rightful
owners, would gladly acknowledge us fuperiors,
with a certain annual tribute, and put ue in poflef-
fion at the fame time of Bangalore, Mangalore,
Carwar, and other places of importance ; whereby
we might not only have the ermsire command of
all imports and exports, but cut off Hyder
from all communication with the fea. The Asb-
rvattors draw at prefent from the Concan above
800,000, yearly; the Decan is rich, and much
more extenfive, and the®revenues of Bedsure and
Sunda yield near 1,400,000 1. one half of which
lhe Rajas would thankfully give up to enjoy the
other without future dread of the oppreffive and
mercilefs Hyder. Thefe, therefore, allowing

alk
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all the tributary Soubas and Rajas to enjoy,- in
fecurity, a2 much greater revenue than they do ae
prefent, would bring in above fwe millions more,
and, 4t the {ame time, command the whole trade in
cottons, peppems, cardamums, and other valuable
commodities.  The whole of this revenue govern-
ment could receive in England without draining
Hindeftan of their current filver, which would, efpe-
cially at prefent, be a moft pernicious fyftem, and
®on tend to the deftruétion of all trade: for, in a
country where no paper credit exifts, money be-
coming the only fymbol of trade, unlefs a due me-
dium 15 preferved between the fymbol and the com-
modity, commerce muft proportionably be hurt.
“The fearcity of circulating cafh at prefent in H n-
doflan is one great caufe of the ftagnation of trade,
whilft that ftagnation of trade operates, as it ever
muft, in a reciprocal ratio upon the circulating
cath, The cuftom too, originating from the turbu-
lence and defpotifm of tho?c eaftern governuents,
of people of property burying one third of their
fortune, inveiting an~ther in jewcels, and referving
-only a thirg part for trade and the means of living,
Joined ® the fums fent to China, and thofe ac-
cumulated by the Malrctto. s, Heyder, Coffim A,
and other public agbbers, have altogether contri-
buted to render this already an evil of too alarming
a hature not to be immediately and effeGtually
thecked. 'The idea of a national bank in [nda,
adopted by Mr. Smith, might indeed apply a {alu-
tary remedy, but however plaufible it may appear,
jt mutt be the confideration of a diftant day ; for
all or moft of the arrangements here propoted muft
have taken qffect, and univerfal fecurity and tran-
quillity have prevailed, before 2 fpeculative point
of Tuch confequence calra be ferioufly aweadeu to.

To
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To make the reader, however, perfelly compre-
hend the manner in which government may con-
du the whole fyftem of their revenue and remit~
tances, and the Company regulage their inveft-
ments, 1 thall take the liberty of giving an extract
from one of the publications 1 have fcrmerly men-
tioned, inttuled, Aeafures to be purfued in India;
in the confideration of which Mr. §mith appears, by
umting the philofopher and the gentleman with
the man of bufinefs, to have conneéfec theory with
practice, without which every {peculative eifcuflion
muft be vague and indecifive.

¢_The government, holding the revenues, will
have to pay for all the civil an] military charges,
the expence of building fhips of war, and all the
different ftores brought from ZEurope; and the
Company carrying out all the arricles for the mavy,
and all the cloathing and ammunition for the army,
will be repaid in India by the Crown, at a price
equivalent to the ritk and expence : in fhort every
expence on the fide of government for whatever
was {ent from England, being paid for in hke man-
ner to the Company, whatever the ‘Trown re-
ccived from India would, in this cafe, bé a clear
gain; and the additional articles fent from this
country will, fo far as their valfie extends, become
of equal advantage to it with the exports to Ame-
rica, or elfewhere,

¢« The money government had to fpare from their
various expences abroad, being lent to the Com-
pany an bills of exchange (payable in Englend on
the fale of the cargoes) and by them invefted in
the manufadtures and growths of the countries
wherein it was collg@ted, and the money that go-
vernment paid them from the different ftores
brought froin England beng alfo invefted in the

fame
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fame manner, none of the fpecie could be carried out
of the country, but would ‘circulate again amon
the natives to greater advantage than ever it di%
fromethe treafuries of their Soubas. The Company
will trade upon,this principle with fuch fuperior ad~
vantage as will.enable them to under-fell all other
nations ; forin this cafe a confiderable part of the
cargoes would not be paid for by the Company
until they were fold in England, and th y would
wlfo recetve a proper allowance on their ritk and ex-
pence for the ftores carried out for the ufe of go-
vernment.

¢ The Company’s returning cargoes from Bengal
amount to near ninety lacks, or about one mil-
lion , fterling or upwards; thofe from Mudrafs,
before the laft Carnatic war, amounted to two hun-
dred thoufand pounds ; this is the moft beneficial
branch of all, a great part confifting of goods that
are afterwards manufactured n England.

« The inveltments from the Malabar coaft con-
fift of coarfe piece-goods, cardamums, pepper, and
fome few other articles ; every other year a cargoe
coffee comes home from Morha , of late years all
thefe tqgether have feldom exceeded two hundred
thoufand pounds ; this makes the inveftments from
the bay and the gwo coafts amount altogether to
one million four hundred thoufand pounds, or
shereabouts.

« If the plan I have laid down for the Malabar
coaft is ever carried into execution, the annual in-
veftments from that fide wpuld equal five hundred
thoufand pounds s and if the Cermaric remains at
geft, the inveftments from thence will foon amounge
0 three hundred theufand pounds. This would
thake the whole from the three fettlements one mil-
Tion cight hundred thoufand pounds § and is an in-

X 2 creale
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creafc on the prefent annual amount of four hun-
dred thoufand pounds. The Company’s annual
to India from hence coft them about three
hundred thoufand pounds, and generally produce
thére three hundred and eighty thoufand peounds.
¢ Let the additional articles to be carried yearly
for the Crown be fet at three hundred thoufand
pounds, thefe paid for on their arrival in India at
thirty per cent. upon their coft, would produce the,
Company an annwal fum in India of about feven
hundred and fixty thoufand pounds, which would
be ready for the purchafe of the home inveftments.
‘The prefent inveftments amount to about one mil-
lion four hundred thoufand pounds, there then re- .
mains for the government to lend the Company not
Jefs than feven hundred thoufand pounds; and with
the propofed increafe, which may eafily be obtained,
the government’s annual remittance from the three
fettlements would amount to one mithon one hun-
dred thoufand pounds. On the above feven hundred
and fixty thoufand pounds produced from goods
and ftores,. one hundred and fifty thoufand pounds
is profit, fo that the Company would only rifk
about five hundred and feventy thoufand pounds,
from home every year, for the returns of one mil-
lion eight hundred thoufand pobnds, at the firft
coft abroad.—Let us fuppofe the Company, after
paying the freight and other charges of the fhips,
the-duties, warchoufe-room, &c. 1o receive only a
neat profit of twenty-five per cent. which weuld be
much below what other nations could afford to fell
ats this, joined to the one hundred and fifty thou-
fand pounds gained outwards, would produce the
Company 2 profit of fix hundred thoufand pounds
yedrz, orr a ritk of only five hundred and feventy
pourids of their own capital. Th
[{3 ¢
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The inveftments brought annually from Cline
amount on_an average, when raw filk is pro-
curcablg, toupwards efg fix hundred thoufand pounds
prime coft—we will take them at fix hundred
thoufand pounds! The inveftment fent annually to
China in cloth and Iead doth not amount to ewd
hundred thoufand pounds, the Company lofe on
the firf} article, but gain on the other. The goods
fept to Ching from different parts of India, toge:
ther with the fums belonging to private gentlement

aid into the Company’s treafury there, may b¢
Et, one year with another, at about one hundred
and feventy thoufand pounds; fo that a fupply of
apout two hundred and forty thoufand pounJ; i
filver uft be fent from home (if no other me-
thod can be found) to complete the annual Ching
inveftment. On the above thice hundred and
feventy thoufand pounds, I fuppofe about ohe
hundred and twenty thoufand pounds may be fet
off ta profits on the goods carried to China, and
the remirttances of private property through thé
treafury of that factory : this brings the coft of the
I%oods carried ta China to about two hundred and

fty tholfand pounds; therefore, the Chingfra
will demand f‘:mom Europe yearly four hundré
shoufand pounds or*upwards, in goods and money.
I imagine great part of the filver, if not all, might
hemmbc fupplied by a channel that would con-
fiderably increafe the government remittances.——
Ching cargoes have fallen confiderably of late yédrs
in their value; but at this tifhe they produce abpug,
fifty per cent. profit, after paying the freight, cori
miffions to-fupra-cargoes, duties, and all. other
expences. T‘fis profit arifing from the i:zkofw
Chins cargoes, joined to that gained on the
carried to China, together with the profits on the

Bencoolen
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Bencoolen -pepper brought to Exrope, makes this
branch of the trade produce a yearly lI:ro'ﬁt' of
about four hundred thoufand pounds: hence on
a rifk every year to Juadia and China of about nine
hundred and feventy thoufand poupds, a gain will
be produced of near one million on the balance;
for which not one third of the capital is hazarded.

« The Company’s capital amounts to three mil-
Lion two hundred thoufand pounds ; the dividend at
ten per cent. is three hundred and twenty thoufapd
pounds; and the intereft on bonds and annuities,
fetting them at fix millions at three per cent, amounts
to one hundred and eighty thoufand pounds ; thefe
together make the fum of five hundred thoufand

ounds to pay in intereft+; and leave a yearly

furplus of near five hundred thoufand pounds more
for different accidents, to defray extraordinary ex-
pences, to reduce their debts, and then to farther
enriching themfelves.

¢t Thefe benefits to the nation in general, and the
Company in particular, cannot fail, if fome wife
plan is properly followed. The Company will en-
joy much more fecurity and advantage, from the
commercial part alone, than they do~ from their
prefent fplendid fituation.

¢ The Malabar coaft is in a_wretched ftate, de-
pending wholly on Bengal for fipport; Bencooker is
at this time rather alofing fettlement ; and St. Helena
13 a dead rent-charge of about eighteen thoufand

nds a year.

s« If every expence,of government was paid out

of the revenues abroad (the principle fet out upon)

4+ Government pays one hundred and fixty thoufand
ds to the Company annually, for the interef on the
sdvanced at their cftablithment,

no



[ 79 1

no charge, {olong as thofe revenues remained to the
nation, could arife here at home. The remittan-
ces, joined to the prefent duties, would bring into
the king’s treafury here in England a yearly income
of near two millions and an half; and there would
be an increafe in the exports from England of near
three hundred thoufand pounds, and moft of them
articles manufactured in the king/om; and this
tq fupport an army, and a naval force, which,
without a fhilling expence to the nauon, would
defend us aganit the attacks of any Eurgpean
powers whatever.

¢ have propofed, in this plan, anincreafe of four
hundred thoufand pounds in the inveltment from
Indea; this increafe 1s founded on fpeculation, and
is of courfe fubjeét to contradition ; forit is on
this furmife, the remttances home to Government,
amounting ycarly to oue million, depends. Sup-

fe the Crown took the revenues as they ftand at
prefent, the advantage to the Company would be
the fame as on the propofed plan; the difference
would ouly be to the Crown, m the means of re-
mittance, #hd the fecurity of the pofRffidns; for
Government at the prefent amount of the inveft-
ment will be able to remic home fix hundred thou-
fand pounds 2 yedr; and if the équipment of the
fieet in Jndia was laid afide, the three hundred thou-
fand pounds allotted to be fent out for that purpofe
in ftores, together with rts premium, would be lent.
out of the revenues of the {Frown in India, to the
agents of the Company, for bills of exchange pay=
able at home, and thercby increafe the Crown’s re-
mittance, on the prefent annual inveftment, to the'
amount of one milljon ; the fame as on the pro-
pofed plan. « The
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¢« The furplus revenue, after all the annual de.
mands are paid at Bengul, is now one million and
an half. T bope it will be allowed, that the fer-
vants of the Crown could a¢t with equal fplrit, vi-
gilance, and ceconomy, with fervants of the Com-

any.
i There would be a fair profpeét of fupplying
China with filver from Manilla. A fhip comes there
annually from New Spain, and brings chiefly filver
to purchafe a cargo confifting of the manufactuiCs
of India; great part of them the piece-goods made
at Bengal, and along the coatt of Coromandel,

¢ Private merchants refiding at Madra/5 have had
concerns in this trade with the Moors and Arme-
mans, who principally carry it on-—and I have not
a doubt, but a great part ot the filver for the Ckina
market, to the amount of one hundred and fifty-
thoufand pounds, or two hundred thoufand pounds,
might be fupplied in exchange for callicoes and
other goods, the produce of Madrafs and Bengal,
and the Government be enabled thereby to increafe
their remittances home by all that fum.

« Befides the ufual courfe in which ¢his trade is
carried on at prefent, many other channals of ad-
vantageous appearance offer themfelves to our view,
Arabia and Perfia call for very darge inveftments in
the filk and cotton manufattories; in return for
which, gold and filver, with fome pearls, are
brought back from the gulphs of Mocha and Baf-

ra. 'This branch of the commerce 1s alfo chiefly
in the hands of the Armenians and Moors.

4« On the eaft fide of the bay of Bengzl, only fre-
quented by us for timber, many valuable improve-
ments may be made: the Pbilipne iflands, many
of them are quite unfrequented and unknown to

‘commerce. <4n fhort, fuch an influence, '_as this
kingdom



[ &1}

kingdom may acquire in Jndia, would enableds to
ftrike out many ufeful branches of commerce, not
thought of ar prefent ; there is nothing induftry can
effe&t, that may not be obtained, under fuch ad-
vantages as thele new regulations would produce.”
The above obfervations, from thus gentleman’s
experience and extenfive knowledge of the Judic
trade, 1 have not a doubt are exceedingly well
Ec:unded; and I have rather chofen to give them in
is own words, as they muft have defervedly much
more weight with the public than if delivered as the
ideas of a mulitary-man. I have only to remark,
that when a writer of fuch judgment could, in the
Jyear 1772, before the difclofure of the Company’s
dread¥ul fituation, prediét the ruinous confequences
which would follow a perfeverance in the old fyf-
tem of government, how much more forcibly muft
thefe arguments ftrike now that the pompous glare
is difpelled, which for fome years has dazzled and

impofed upon of the world *.
Among

* This, géhtleman coincides entirely in the opinion, that
an allianc®® with fome great power 1n Ixdia s abfoluttly ne-
ceffary for our prefent {ecurity and future proiperity in that
country ; but whatevgy deference I may pay to his fenti-
ments in almoft every other circamftance he has advanced,
that which he propofes with the Mabrartors muft, in compa-
t1fon of this with the King, be vague, temporary, and un-
profitable. The Mabrattor government is an abfolute arifto~
tracy, ruled by a number of chiefs, more jealous all of
them of one another than of any pther power in Hindgffan 3
an alliance therefore with them muft be at beft but a partial
one, as what Jnajee might embrace, Modabroow or Rajabey
would reje&; and a conne@ion with one tribe might perhaps
ferve only to involve us in war with another. Befides, what
fovereignty could thofe marawders offer to his Britaxnick Ma-
jefty 1 what legal powers could they give our Crown to any
dominions in India, wichon; which his MWMefty’s ﬁ;bje&é

-t mu
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Among other regulations which appear to me of
beneficial tendency, but which from their magni-
tude muft be the fubjeét of future ard moge ma-
ture confideration, when the previous arrangements
have properly paved the way, few appear more
important than the fale of lands to the natives of
Hindoftan, under certain refervations and reftri¢tions,
modified as nearly as poffible to the tenure of Ga-
vel-kind, which would prevent accumulation and
many other fancied inconvenienciés : hitherto no
fuch thing as landed property has been known in
thofe countries ; and an impoflibility therefore of
invefting their money with fecurity has ever been
one great inducement to the rich to bury great parg
of their wealth, which, in the cafe of fudden ‘death,
as they generally conceal the place where they have
depofited their hoard ever: from their children, be-
comes often a total lofs to the public. This mea-
fure therefore would be {o extremely popular, that
as foon as it was proclaimed abroad thar his Bri-
tamnick Majefty had taken thofe fine provinces un-

‘muft #ill appear nobetter than invaders ? whac privileges or
extenfion of trade could they offer, or what fecltrity fhould
we have to carry iton with the leaft degree of fafety ? would
they fhare with us their wealth or their territories, or would
they allow Br:tifp officers alone to difcipline and command
their troops¢ In a2 word, what circumftance of moment
could poflibly arife from fo precarious, fo dangerous, fo
mean an alliance, that could induce his Majefty of England,
or even the Company, to court their friendthip, when one fo
honourable and fo pregnapt with advantages now fues for his
‘Mejefty’s moft gracious approbation ? As Mr. §muth, how-
ever, when he publithed his thoughts on {adia affawrs, could
not poffibly forefee this important event, I flacter myfelf,
from his extenfive knowledge of the politicks of that coun-
“try, ‘he will eafily perceive that this and this alene can ren-
der complete, or give & permanency to the atheswife judicious
ard falutary ugisatiom he has propofed. 4
er
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der his proteétion, and meant to give the buyers
a perpetual property in their lands, the richeft
{ubjeéts in Hindoffan would flock from the neigh.
bouring diftricts to make purchafes ; immenfe trafts
of excellent ground, now entiicly wafte, would then
be cultivated; and famine, that too frequent vifitor
of thofe naturally fertile provinces, be then known
only by the name; whilft a fum of between eight
snd ten milliops fterling would, in the courfe of a
few years be brought into the Exchequer, and an
annual rent be referved fuperior to any thing the
Company has ever hitherto received ; but asnt%mis is
a meafure of too high confequence to be cither
hattily adopted or rejected, 1 have here only
{lightly glanced upon it, leaving the more accurate
inveftigation till after-times, fhould an opening then
be made by the alliance now propofed.

The next object of importance to be confidered
is the vaft increafe of .nternal and external trade,
which muft open to the Company in confequence of
the above arrangements ; the eafy introduétion of all
kinds of Engh/b broad and narrow cloths, together
with the,m'anufa&ures of Manchejter, Norwich, York-
Jbire, Birmingham, ¢, into every province of Hindof-
tan, will naturally Jead to an immenfe confumption ;
whilft the kingdom of Géifin, the northern provinces
of Perfia,and many of the fineft countries in Tarfary,
will eagerly feek our manufactures, as foon as peace
and good government can give fecurity to the Ca-
ravans.

The Perfians are fo remarkably fond of the wool-
len cloths of Eurgpe, that according to Mr. Elten,
who in the year 1739 planned the trade to Perfie
through Ruffia, « The Perfiays from the higheft
“ to the loweft prefer woollen cloths to their own
“ cheaper filken manufattures, infomuch that

L2 s« they
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< they never wear hofe of any fort but fuch as are
* made of woollen cloth.”

As Mr, Elten, m his memorial, points out the
many advantages of this trade to Perfia, which,
with the fubftitution only of Delbi or Labore for
Mefched, are entirely in ‘Point with regard to the
prefent plan, I fhall tranfcribe one or two paffages,
and refer the more curious reader to Mr. Han-
way's Travels + tor the full account of this trade.s
¢« Whoever confiders the great extent of both the
« Bokbaras, the kingdoms of Tangut and Tibet,
<« together with the vaft tralts of land that border
¢ upon them, muft at the fame time fee that they
contain many great and populous cities ; gven
their uncultivated lands are inhabited by millions
¢ of people, who are fond of Eurgpean commodi-
< ties : from whence we muit conclude, that a very
¢ advantageous trade might be carried on with
< them through Mefthed.. Caravans come to
< this place from all the cities in the Great and Lirtle
“ Bekbara, and from {feveral of the eaftern cities
“ of Perfia, alfo from Cabul, Candabar, and the
** northein frontiers of India. And without all
¢ ‘queftion, when thofe cities are certain of finding
““ at Mefched plenty of all the forts of European
goods that they want, and at the fame time an
increafed demand for their own commodities,
¢ their caravans muft quickly become more rich
« and numerous; by Which means alone the Brs-
t tifb merchants, withoyt carrying their goods far-
ther than Mefched, will be able to pufh therr com-
« merce to the utmoft limits of the extenfive coun-
& tries above-mentjoned.

« With regard to the trade to the Bokbaras, it i§
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# 3 moft favourable circumftance that M:fched
s ftands fo very commodioufly with refpect to the
« proviaces of Ghilan and Skirvan, from whence
s« the returns for, goods fold at Mefthed may be
« made in raw filk, to the amount of almoft any
« fum. Nor can it be doubted, Qut that when
“.our merchants come to be acquainted with the
<¢ Bokbaras, and the cities to the eaftward, they will
. % fnd other valuable commodities there, fuch as
« gold, precious ftones, bezoar, mufk, &% in
¢« which they may inveit their returns, in cafe the
« produce of the northern provinces of Perfia
« fhould prove infufficient. Hence it will follow,
«’that after they have eftablithed themfelves at
« Mefched, they will obtain the cloathing of the
« whole Perfian army, by contratting with the
¢t Shal’s principal merchant, and fupply all thofe
¢ vaft and populous countries above-mentioned
« with woollen goods ; and this becaufe no nation,
« but the people of Great Britan, can fupply them
« with woollens of fuch plenty, or atfoealy a rate,
« and at_the fame time afford to give fo good a
s« price for their raw filk and other commodities
& with which that country abounds.”

The beneficial confgquences of this new trade ap-
peared to the nation at that time fo ftriking, that an
aét of Parliament was paffed in the vear 1741, allowa
ing the Ruffian Company to trade to Perfia through
Ruffia, by the olga and the Cafpran fea; and it was
accordingly immediately embarked in; but, partly
from the mifconduét of Mr. Elton, who though 2
man of parts and enterprize, was not pofieffed of
the folidity neceffary for a mercantile chuef, partly
from the jealoufy and intrigues of the Ruffians, but
chiefly from the civil wars which defolated the
country after the affaflination of Nadir Shab, i;;lc—

‘ clined
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clined faft from the year 1745, and was at length to-
tally. loft to this country in the year 1748. Not-
withftanding, however, almoft every difadvantage of
fitvation and management, the prime coft of the
woollen cloths alone exported to Perfia during the
years 1742, 3, 4,2nd 5 amounted to about 200,000l
but under proper condud, and a happier ftate of
public affairs, it muft foon have greatly exceeded
that value; and by this time might perhaps haye
required a fupply of twenty times the amount.

But the advantages under the prefent idea muft
be greatly fuperior to the trade by the Cafpran. We
fhaﬁ be nearer Tartary, and the northern provinces
of Perfia, where they will principally have occar
fion for our cloths; whillt the Moga/ army being
commanded only by Britifb officers; we fhall be in
the countries of friends, or more propetly in our
own dominions ; the Company’s faltories therefore
can neither excite the jealoufy, nor be under the
controul of fuch a formidable Eurapean power as
the Ruffians (through whofe dominions the Ca/-
pian adventurers and their merchandize were under
the neceflity of paﬁinfg) neither will they he expofed
to rapine, as was often the cafe in a country di-
ftratted by civil commotions; but fubordinates
being once eftablithed at Delbi, Labore, Moultan, or
apy other more commeodious fituations the Com-
pany might approve of, immenfe quantities of
Britifs goods would be taken off by the Caravans
from Cacbemire, Samgarcand, Bokbara, Candabar,
Caboul, Tibet, and other great cities in Perfia and
Tartary, in exchange for gold, gems, raw-filk, cot-
ton, fine wool, bezoar, borax, mufk, lapis lazuii,
and other precious, commodities of thofe countries.

With regard then to Bombay, which has hithesto

been
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been and ever muft remain 2 dead weight. on the
Company, unlefs a total charige of_mcafurcs thall
take place, it muft foon, by purfuing feadily the
rational plans here propofed, become one of the
moft flourithing® of the Company’s fettlements,
The Concan country, which extends along the Ma-
labar coaft from Goa to Surat, and is feparited from
the Decan by a ridge of almoft impaffable hills,
yields at prefent to the Mabrattors a revenue of
800,0001. a year, exclufive of the iflands in the
neighbourhood of Bombay, called Baffeen, Salfet, and
Carwar, which, with other diftricts, pay annually
about 330,000 l. more. As the Mabrattors poffefs
+his country by no other title than that of the
fword; the Great Mogul propofes to inveft his Bri-
tanmck Majefty with the full and unlimited fove-
reignty, which would not anly produce, as before-
mentioned, a vaft acceffion of revenue, but place
in perfeét fecurity Bembay, which deﬁcnds upon it
even for fubfiftence ; prefenting at the fame tigie
great openings for an extenfive trade, and weaken-
wg our richeft and moft powerful foes +.

+ Many of my readers may thirk that the humbling of
the power of the Makrattars might be attended with much

eater difficalty and danger than what I have all along de.
%crnbed ; bat from the obfervations which [ have every where
made nothing appears more eafy than, with 20,000 well dif-
ciplined Sepoys, and 10,000 harfle, commanded by Briegf offi-
cers, to reduce them to any limits that prudence may preftribe.
Their armies are entirely compofed of horfe, and fo abfurdly
irregular in ¢their mode of fightiny, that in every engagement
they kill always a great many more of their own troops tham
they do of the enemy or the enemy of them; whilkt at the
fame time they are o obftinately wedded to their old fyflem
of war, that it is fcarcely probable that any confideration will
ever induce them t0 astempt an introdultion of she didclpline
‘of Eurspe.

But



[ 8 ]

But this is by no means the greateft benéfisé,
which BZribay would reap in confequence of the
propofed alliance : the navigation of the Judus
promifes advantages ftill more important. ¢ In for-
mer times the {everal countries extending along this
noble river were fupplied with Ewropean cloths and
other commodities to a great amounts but in pro-
portion as the power of the Mygul government de-
clined, the princes who commanded the mouths and
banks of the Jxdus, uncontrouled by fuperior autlo-
rity, not only faddled this commerce with enormous
duties, but, by repeated acts of robbery and oppref
fion, at length totally ruined the trade. The reputa-
tion however, fupported by folid power, which Shab
Allam muft acquire in confequence of the propofed
alliance, would foon convince thofe little chiefs, that
their only fafety lay in their obedience, and the navi-

tion of the Indus, in confequence, become in a little
time as fecure as that of the Thames. Faltories be-
ing then eftablithed at Diul, Tatta, Buckor, and
other convenient ftations, all kinds of Ewropear
manufaétures might, by an eafy water-carriage, be
fent from Bombay up to Moultan, Atok, Labore,
Cachemire, Caboul, and feveral other of tke nobleft
cities of Perfia, Ghifni, Tartary, and Hmdoflan, in
exchange for the valuable returgs I have mentioned
when fpeaking on the Perfian trade ¥,

As I could with to fet every thing which occurs to
me on the fubject of this alliance in the cleareft point
of view, and obviate daubts which may have weight

"The profits upon this trade muft at the fame time be ex+
tremely high, if a judgment is to be formed from what I ob-
ferved at Delbi, where almof every article from Caleutsa
bere from fifty to one hundred por coemt. or from one to two,
or even three hundred per cont. above the Exrspean Pn-“.'th

wi
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with thofe who have not had fuch JBpBrtunities of
infortnation, before I conclude I fhall beg leave to
make forne obicrvations on the trade in arms, which
fqr a confiderable time has been carried on by the
12uropeans with the Indron ftates.,

'L a have prevented thofe princes from acquiring
any knowledge of cur art of war, or from having
{lupphes of Exrgpean arms, would undoubtedly have
heen prudent,. had 1t been pra@icable ; but fuch
are ipeculative points, which can only be poflible
in theory.  You mult divelt traders of all thirft
tor gan, otherwile the utmoft feverity of penal
laws can never deter them from grafping at enor-
mousprofits.  Were the legiflature of Bruram even
to make 1t treafon, and could we fuppofe, what the
experience of every day deries, that even this rigo-
rous ftatute would operate in its fulleft latitude with
regard to his Majefty’s {ubjects, what weight would
it have with the French, the Dutch, the Danes, the
Portuguefe. But to go full further, fhould every
Furcpean Company concur in the fame meafure, 1t
is now by mguch too late;; many of the lidian powers
already feund their own cannor, and forge with
flall fire-arms of every kind,  Swa #/ Dowla has
caft a fine train of aarullery, and brought this art
to fuch perfettion, that Sir Robert Barker having
made him a prefent of a brace of piftols, which in
England coft abour 120 guineas, the Nabob foon af-
ter fhowed him another pair of fo exatt an imitation,
that, when compared, it wassdifficult to diftinguith
the /udiam from the Engufb manufatture. The
fupplying the Afggul theretore with arms is not
only preferving to the Compaxpr a valuable branch
of trade, but preventing hun frem conceiving the
idea of eftablifhing a foundery of his own.

Bug
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Buf W ~quantity of -arms fpread over the
whole country is already immenfe, which in fome
meafure may appear frcm the lift inferted in the
notes ¥, great part of which I faw myfelf, and my

authorit.es

® Liff of &rms in the poffiffion of warions Inlian fates.

Swa ul Dowla has got 1960 Engl/b arms, wiz.
In the battalion commanded by Babader Beg, - 400
In Hefin's battalion, commanded by Buffen junior, 6o

Bought of the Englz1/b at Fyfabad, 400

New firelocks brought by Meer Alleer, when he entered
into Swa’s fervice, - - - 6o
Bought by him at different times, - . 200
Difperfed through his other battalions, 30Q
1960

'The above account I had from Commandant Bundz Ra-
beem Beg, formerly in the Nabob’s fervice,

Nabob Nwuff Kbantold me that he had amongft his artillery
five picces of Eungli/p cannon, and 500 carbines, Qne of
them I took out of one of his Moga/s hands, it was made
by #ilfon 1764, and was as good as when it came out of
the maker’s hands. The cannon I faw in the Serray of
Setterram, about two corfe, or near four miles from
Delbi—they confifted of two three and one fix pounder,
brafs, and two nines, iron. :

Nabob Hefummuddy Kban’s battalion is entirely armed with
Englyfo mulkets,

Nabob Nafeer, Meer Allifb, and Raja*Ramnar have the Com-
pany’s locks to all their arms, and moft of the barrels are

Englifh.

The ‘%{mg’s guards are armed with Exglift pieces, moft of
them his Britanmck Majefty’s old firelocks, which were
given to the Company when the King’s troops left Jndia.

Hyder Ali has above 10,000 ftand of arms, moft of them
Exglifp ;s my informer faw alfo above tweniy pieces of
Enghfp cannon, but could not fay how many more he
might have.

There is under the command of M. Seffer 2 Frenchman, in
the fervice of Basala Fuag, a Nabob in the Decan, at
Ardones, one’ troop of 100 Ezropean cavalry, armed with
cabines and puftols ; one company of 8o European infan-

try,
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authorities for the reft I have no rgafon, se”quel-
tinn ; fo that to pretend to put a ftop to a trade
fo long and fo firmly fixed, would be like turning
M tide of a mighty river; and it never now can have
§>eriod but wh the annihilation of every {pecies

European commerce with Ilindsffzan.  The 1m-
menfe quantinés of arms, which, by this lift, ap-
pear diperfed over that country, exclufive of vaft

try, with Englif arms ; one company of go European artil-
lery ; zooo Topaffes, and 6ooo Sepoys, all armed with
Englih, French, and Dutch arms.  His arullery are
French, fent him from Pondicherry ; but the Nabob with
whom he ferves has fifteen pieces of Engly/b cannon,
moftly fhip guns of three, fix, nine, and twelve pounders.

‘Underthe command of another Frenchman called M Maddze,
late’y in the fervice of the Jate, a Ilindoo prince, but now
gone over to the Mogwl, there are two battalions of Sepoys,
with a few horfe, all armed with firelocks, toget}'ler with
fix canron and one mottar,

Under Somero the German (who maflacred our gentlemen at
Patna) in the fervice of the Fare, there are 4000 men al}
armed with mufkets, and three preces of cannon.  He has
alfo arms for zooo more.

With M ‘/ofe, another Trenchman, there are 200 men armed,
togcther with fanr pieces of cannon,

Under the ®ommand of Cupt Lorram, 2 Portuguefe, at
Nockpore, 1 the fervice of Fonayer, a Nabrattor chief,
there are 100 firelocks, with four pieces of cannox,

At Bongueer, under thg command of a Mefize, 10 the fervice
of Raja Rana, there are 1000 firclocks and two pieces of
cannon.

At Puna, which belongs to Madakbrow, another Mabrattor
chief, there are zo00 firelocks and twenty pieces of can-
non,

At Calens, belonging to Raja Raw/under, there are 400 fire-
locks, ten pieces of cannon, and two mortars.

At Hydrabad, betonging to the Nabob of that place, there are
3000 firelocks and fifty pieces of cannon.

And laflly, Nizam Al:, Souia of the Decan, has a battalion
of 1000 men completely armed, together with fifty pieces
of Englyt tannon.

M2 numbers
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numbgys of which 1 could have no opportumty
of gaifl ligence, leads us at the fume time
to another refletion, as 1t thews how dangeroufly
the Company 1s circumftaneed, thould Suy7 uf Dewl=y
Hyder Al, ot the Mabratzors, thmujated by Frem{"
intrigucs, collect togcther the varous [rench, Geat
man, Portucrzsze, and other European military ad-
venturers, fwarmng thus over Indie, whow the
hopes of plunder would eafily engage, and, joining
in one great body, fall at once upon the Company’sy,
provinces, and precipitate the cataftrophe which
now we jo much dread. To whichever quartﬁr
therefore we turn our eyes, whether we confider the
internal confumption, or the danger from without,
ruin appears already in view, and nothing but, im-
mediate and decifive fteps can poflibly diver: 1ts
courfe. .

From the whole therefore of the foregoing
facts and obfervations, 1t appears evident, that the
India Company have been driving heqdlonrr down
the ude of perdition ever fince they became fove-
1'\,10'1'15

That during 2 period of five years, at'the open-
ing of which they {et out with a furplus of ternito-
r;al revenye, amounting to about 1,200,000 L. per
annum, they have not only entu-ely funk this fur-
plus, but, at home and abroad together, have
contracted, over and above, a debt of at leaft
3,000,000 1. the mere fimple mtercﬁ of which, and
of their ather bond debts, under their prefent cir-
rumftances, there 1s hardly a probabulity rthey thall
ever be able to pay.

That it muft now be impoffible, notwithftand-
ing every economigal regulation, to prevent this

vaft
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valt debt from accumulating, when, in place of fo

great a furplus, they will be under dereedifity of

muaking good a confiderable deficiency from their

rcial fundsy which, from the late reduétion

of their fhipping, and the general decline of
r trade, they are now {hll lefs able to afford.

That whilft the Dutch, the Danifb, and the Swedifb
Compantes, whofe profits arife endirelv from Com-
merce, divide trom fen to twelve ana  F-if per cent.
the Englifb, borne down by therr territorial acquifi-
tions, with atradefar more extentive than the two laft
mentoned companies, cannotat prefent afford to pay
even a fingle fhulling of dividend, without plunging
head over ears 1in debt, to provide funds for thus
and ogher neceflary purpofes.

That the want of 1eady cafh therefore which,
without a miracle, muft be felt ere long, to purchafe
thewr 1nveftments, aniwer their bills, difcharge the
interefls, pay their cuftoms, excife, and other en-
gagements to government, and fupport therr va-
rious eftablithments, cannot fail to ftagger their
credit at home ; whilft their mnability perhaps to
pay their tgoops abroad, may excite a general revolt
of the Sgpoys, and give the fignal for the French,
and thefr other foes, to crufh that power they have
fo long hated, dreaded, and envied.

T hat the ftopping the Mogul’s revenue (which the
Company have no more right to withold than they
have to refufe payment of their other lawful debts)
muft appear 1n rhe eves of the Country Powers to
flow either from Injuftice or Neceflity; in confe-
quence of which they muft draw one of two con;
clufions, either thar they have no principles of
good faith, and will not pay, or, being no longer
gich, cannce: the firft murt ngturally lead to fu-

ture
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ture ~giftruft, the latter to immediate contempt;

and bothTHUR evidently have a moft -uinous ten-
dency.

That the propofed alliance not only offerst» <€r-
tainty of relief from all their diffculties, but (n
increafe of commerce and wealth beyond any coi --
parifon with former times; and confequently, in-
ftead of another reducticn of their thipping (as at
prefent under contemplation, and already fo fen-
fibly felt) promifes an increafe of pethaps doubla
the tonnage they have ever yet freighted during
the moft iplendid years of their trade.

That in place, as at prefent, of the Company’s
confidering, as a hardfhip, the neceflity they are
under of exporting annually t the value (as I
am informed) of 380,000! 1 Brtyh manu-
faltures (great part of which, they fay, are now
rotting in their warchoufes abroad) they will then
without compulfion, find their advantage in doub-
ling immediately thofe exports, and eventually in-
creafing them to a far greater amount.

That the proceeds of the fale of their forts and
military ftores to Government (eftimared at near
3,000,000 1) would go a great way 1 diftharging
of their debts ; whilft the profits of their cofmmerce
alone would, n all probability, foon create a fund
for augmenting the dividend, upon folid rationa]

+ Asitis to the objeét at large, that I would endeavour
to call the attention of the nation, I have avoided, 1n gene-
ral, entening into the minurenefs of calculation, which wauld,
at prefent, only tend to fwefl the publication to an wunecef-
firy length, without being of the leatt importance, as things
‘are now circumftanced. If therefore in the larger fums there
may prove to be a difference of an eighth or a tenth more
or lefs, it onght to have no weight, as thofe may with eafe
be more accuratcly adfufted, fhould the general idea be
jrdged expedient.

grounds
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grounds to perhaps 20 per cent. or wpward§ efpe-
cially when we confider, that before their expenfive

s and terruorial revenues, they divided 8 per
‘M. notwithftagding that the charge of the military

ablifhments they were then under the neceflity of
maintaining, and which would, in this event, be
entirely faved, amounted to from 5 to 6 per cent.
on their capital.

That the confequences of rejeéting the Mogal's
proffered friendfhip may, at the fame time, in an-
other point of view, be highly and immediately
alarming, as neceflity muft then force hum either im-

k]

plicitly to follow out the views of the Mabrattors, ot
to thyow himfelf into the arms of the French -+, whom
he

+ To point out in fome meafure how much the French
have been alarmed at the flying reports which have at dif-
ferent times appeared in the news-papers with regard to this
propofed alliance, I fhall beg Icave to infert an extraét of &
letter from a gentleman in France to hus friend 1n London.

Tt is dated O&oder 18th 1773 5 but not having the honour
of being hnown cither to the writer or to the gentleman to
whom it wag addrefied, I had not an opportunity of feeing it
ull abovesfour months afterwards.

¢ Some tume ago all the public papers of Zvsope gave
«¢ nowd® that Major Morryen had arrived in London, in the
«¢ chara&er of Ambaffador from 8bab Allum, as Mogul, with
¢ offers of a ceflion of his right to all fudoflan in tavour of
¢ Britain. What may be real in the matter I can by no
¢ means judge, but 3t made a greater nofe all over Eurpe,
¢ and among all forexgners, than any occurrence that hap-
¢ pened doring my obfervation, particularly 1n Paris, where
«« people of fpcculation and of underffanding in politicks
< from all countries generally meet. [ had frequent occa
¢ fions to be among them, and to witnefs their jealous rea-
*¢ fomings on the fubjeét - fiom the firt memenr they confi-
¢ dered the obje& fo important, that they have not hitherto
¢ entertained che leaft doubt of Brida:n’s accepting and car-
“¢ rying it into execution. Therefore their apprehenfions
are extreme Of the power angd influence which Brrtain may

‘¢ thereby

-
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he might invéft with the Soubadary of the Com«
pany’s provinces; a ftep big with dunger, efé)ﬁ’
cially thould they be jomed, as before obfrre€d,
by the European adventurers, who rove through fae
empire, with no other view than that of felling th.%
fervices to the higheft bidder. ‘

That the ftability and fohd dignity of regal go-
vernment muit have infinitely greater weight with
Afiatick princes, than the fluctuating unfleady re-
folves of a Company of private men; whilft the na-
tives of Britain, employed inthe firft ftations abroad,
could not then hope that their weight in Elettions,
or influence in General Courts would {fcreen their
conduét from enquiry. They fhould then know that
they had Adminiftration to account to, and Par-
hiament to dread; in coniequence of which his Ma-
jefty’s government in thofe countries would acquire
a degree of authority, firmnefs, equity, and mildnets,
which the Indians have never hitherto had an oppor-
tumty of experiencing s for, although many en
of great integrity have filled the chief offices
in Inda, yet, mn a fyftem of univerfal ¢orruption,
the ftricteft honefty of a few can never dtem the
torrent ; nor is it poffible to expe& fidelitf,in the
body at large, where there is noscoercive powér to
enforce obedience, nor adequate authority to pu-
nith a contrary conduct.

That the Bruyb treafury, in confequence of this
alliance, would foon have an acceflion of revenue
from Hindoftan, after defraying all charges, of ar leaft

“4¢¢ thereby obtain.—~—And I have good grounds to be per-
s¢ fuaded that the jealoufies and apprehenfions of different
¢ courts, whofe interefts 1t may concern, are in no degree
<¢ lefs alarmed than thofe of the fpeculative politicians. But
¢« they conceal their fears from a certainty tﬁat they cannot
¢ prevent the event.”

1,500,co0l
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Lud00,000 1. (with a high probability of its amowht-
ing,in a few years to four or five millions per an-
g?) exclufive of the advance in the Cuftoms and
x “@ihich muft neceffarily follow the Company’s
®..geafing trade;  whilft, as things remain in their
g’rézt ftate, Government not only runs the rifk
ing embarraffed with the 1,400,0001, lately
adwhnccd, but of fuffering a great diminution if not
a tota); failure in the Company’s duties ; a poffible
#low, which all the addrefs of the Minifter, the
ableft, and at the fame time the moft patriotic that
ever conduéted the affairs of this or perhaps any
other nation, could hardly prevent from being im-
mediately attended by the moft dreadful effets.
*That not only the Company then, but the State,
the Baiik, the Stockholders in every fund, the
Landed, the Monied, the Manufacturing, the
Trading interefts of every denomination, appear
evident%y to be in the deepeft manner concerned
it the refolutions’ which may now be adopted with
regard to the propofed alliance and regulations,
nd ftrongly challenges therefore the warmeft and
the molt ferious confideration of the nation at large ;
but more pa.ticularly of the Direétion and the Pro-
prietary of the India Company, who without delay
ought a®lay afide every trifling difcuffion, and
join with Governmeht in applying an immediate
and an cffectual remedy.

In great arrangements, however, I am perfe&tly
fenfible, that much difficulty muft be encountered
from the prefuming vanity of the half-informed
the hood-winked obftinacy of the ignorant, and
the darker and more malignant views of the
ambitious and felf-interefted; but, in my humble
apprehenfion, there does 1;31: exift, in the propofals

nowy
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now held out, the leaft circumftance of wéight ii Oy
can poflibly furnifh matter of objetion, unleferto
thefe only who regard every thing thmugl:ézf
medium of ftubborn prejudice, or have othexsntw
at heart than thofe for the publickegood.

‘The thort-fighted and the irrefolute, at the {mae
time, may confider the danger as ftill diftant; privrte
interefts may give falfe colourings to real firuations ;
and difappointment and refentment may place eve-
ry obftacle in the way of general good; but o
meafure, I will be bold to fay, can ever throw a
greater luftre on his Majefty’s reign, nor more ef-
fentially tend to promote the welfare of the nation at
large, than the entering with dignity into the al-
liance now folhcited by the defcendant of thofe
princes, to whom fis Majefty’s predecefiors thought
it no derogation to fend Ambafladors, to fue for
friendfhip and commercial protection.

Having now touched, in the great and general
line, upon fuch ponts as appeared moft worthy of
obfervation, the corollaries to be drawn from th/
whole appear extremely fimple, unquefiinnable, and
clear; and furely a more important coefideration
never engaged the attention of a thinking people.
When we fee the greateft comneercial body retorded
in the annals of time tottering under a fyftem of
government, the jarring ingredients of which the
utmoft effort human wifdom can never reconcile ;
when we fee them in the fhort period of five years
declining fram a fittiation of the higheft apparent
profperity to the verge of deftru&ion ; when we
confider how drcadfu% muft be their fall ; how de.
ftruétive to individuals, how fatal to the ftate;
when we perceive the ftriking, the abfolute im-

paffibitity of recovery uader any modification dt;rF
¢
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refent idea of commercial-fovereignty, andsgon-
a({ the wholewith the great, the i xmmcdz,te, th: ho-
rable advantages of the propofed arrangements,
hy eafy, the fafe, the unexpenfive mode of
omphﬁu f?e whole; to fhrink from the in-
Jigation 2% ch important objeéts, muft bdr
aqtrong refemblance to the filly Oftrich, wha, when
putfued by the hunters, inftead of endeavouring
to'efcape, thrufts his head into a buth, and fancies
Bhynfelf in fafety, becaufe he futs his eyes againfk

deftruétion.

TFEST™
LGN
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THE END.



