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THE

PREFACE

¥ FIO UG H the Gazettes aad other publick
E News-Papers bave, for feveral Years pafly
L givenus many Particulai s about the Rewolution
in Perfiay yet perbaps there 15 no Event of vur

- Timey that bas been delrver’d 10 us with more
Obfcursty. This 15 not [mid to throw any Blame uporshe
Authors who band thofe Aduvices to us: They are not an-
Jwerable for Accounts which arc fent to them at fo great 4
Diftance 5 andy be they ever [o defeftivey we owe them
Thanks forthe Care they bave takento inform usy asniuch
as was in thegr Powery of ever ) Tiiig velating to this great
Cataftrophe. ‘

As tg Events of the like Nature in Countries gemote from
ws, we bave nothing fearce 1o depend ony but the Relations
grven by Perfons whoweie Fye-H utneffesy whe were 4
Situation and Gapacity 1o be informed, not only of what
was of a publick Naturey bus alfo of the moft private Tran-
[aitionsy as well at the Court of Perfiay as of that Na-
tion which has wewly conguercd that vafi Kingdon ; Per-
Sfonsy 1n fhorty wha being Forewnersy withiegard toPer-
fia, could have no Reafon o favour one Party more than
another,

The Hiffery whub follows is foanded upon Evidence of
this kind 3 for the only Plan upciwhigh 1 bave formed ity is
456 Memoirs of Father Jude K-ufinski, a Polith Fefurr,

A

who-
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awho lived twenty Years at Ypahan, and did not leave that
Ciry till vowards the Conclufion of the Siege s and who,
Jrom Opportunziies that I am going to mention, was ina Si=
tuation to be more particularly informed of the intrinfick
Part of Affairsy thanis generally pofible for privase Men,
and Foreigners. ' '

TwoXears before the dethroning vf Schah-Huflein, ba?
isto fay, inv720. the Bifbop of lfpahan, bavinga Brief
fromthe Pope, and Lesters from the Emperor to the King
of France, 10 deliver to the King of Perfia, the Prelate
. engaged Farber Krufinski, the Procurator of the Jefusts
snthat Kingdom, to accompany bim to bis Audience, andto
afift bim mthe Profecution of thofe Affairs which be bad
30 negotiate with the Kmg's Mimfters. As that Polifh
Fefuty, who bad been eighreen Years 1n Perliay was very
well known at paban, and was better verfed than any
other European n the Methed of tranfatiing Bufinefs
there, the Prelate vepofed [0 much Confidence in bis Probity
and Experience, that be totally abandoned tke Care of bis
Neootiation to bim 5 [o thaty as Fatber Krufinski [ays
bimfelf, nothing was treated theve but what paffed through
bis Hands.

The frequent Opportunities which the Courfe ¢f this Nee
gotiation gave him of converfing with the chief Mimflers,
and the princspal Offcers of Schah-Huflein 3 and the
Friendflp they bore bim for bis Integrity and Wifdem, put
bim intoa Capacity to be informed of Abundame of the
Anecdotes <and Secrets of that Courty which could not be
Jearned from any but thofe who were concerned in the Arca-
naof Affairs. A Man of bis Abilities, who for two
Years, the moff curious Part of Schah-Huflein’s Reign,
and 1n the very critical Times of the Rewolution, waswit
all the Minifters, and admitted not only to their Audiences,
but alfo 1o therr Converfariony could not fail of coming at
smanyParticulars which could not be learned witbout Doors.
The Reader will eafily difcover this in many Parts of this
Hiftory, and efpecially in thofe which relate 1o the Intrigues
&rd Fingffes of Myrr-Weis, Father to Myrr~-Maghmud,
whe detbroned Schabh-Huflein. T%e firff Part of this

Hifory
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Hijtory is the inore curious, Becanfe it is quite new to Eus
rope, where nothing of 1t bas bithervo been [o much as
touched on.

Futher Krufinsky wanted nothing to be fully informed of
every Circwmflance velating to the Revolution i Perfiay but
to have the fame Intimacy with the A ghvans, who are the\
Conguerorsy ashe bad with the Perfians, who are the Con=
quered s and Providence favoured him with this Opportu~
7wty inthe Manner 1 am going 1o relate

During the Sicge of pr.llmn, there was nome left in the
Jelwits Monaflery at LZulta; but the Procurator of that
Societyy who chofe to flay t/Jere, of poffible to prefesve the
Jew Moveables which the Asffionarses bad been forecd ro
leavve bebwmd them.  This Proenratory whe before the Trou-
bles was obliged to keep 1n the Stub [ﬂs, for the Ufe of the
Miffionariesy Alules and Affesy which the common People
of Peifia generally vide upony was furmfbed avith feverad
Sorts of Salves and Owmtments proper for the Diflempers af
thofe Ammals, and was very well skilled sn the Meihod of
apphngthei:  Hhen the Aghvans bad taken Lulray 2t
happened that the High-Steward of Maghmud’s Coart,
I'Efik Aéhan, was ferzed with a Diffemper which bis
Plnficians thousht incuvable.  As the Remedies which the
Fefuiti ~",r/"ut/J very goodéurceﬁ i the Cure of the Di-
fleawper sof Beafls of Burthen, bad acquis ed bim at Lulfa
1he Reputation of an able f’b;f fiutany wihe was Mafler of
chouce Secret sy be was 1 ecommended o the Lovd ik Ag-
har1 The Phyficsans baving already grven bim'vver, be bad
#o Lxperiment left but to bave recoss [ to a foresgn Pratls-
tzguer y under whofe Care be could not fare worfe than be had
done with bis own Doftorsy who thought him ncurable :
Therefore the Procurator Fefust was fent for. Asbe was
more a Faryier than a Phyjficiany be was not willing to flart.
out of bus Sphere s and, therefore, in the Ufe and Appli-
cation of his Remedies, be managed bis Patient as be ufed
?0 do bs Affes and Mules.  The Succefs exceeded his Ex-
pefiationy and bis Remedies Lad the moft bappy and compleat
Effet. The Patient, after l;emg given over by bis ewn
Ehyficiansy was perfeitly recoveraaty and the Jefuit by bis

A Cure
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Cure acquived as mnch Efieem from the Lovd Efik Aghari
ashe had gained a Keputation for Plyfick throughout the
Aghvan Army  The firt Ufe which the Fefust Operator
wiade of Dis Credit with lus Patienty was to engage him to
JSend for Father Krufinski, lus Brother Mifiauary from
Xpahan, the only Fefust that was left in the Csiyy where be
‘wasready to perifl for Flunger. Ile gave bim to under ffand
that this Fathery to whont be was bit an dpprenticey, was
aich better skiled 1D hrafelf in Py ficky and bad Secvets
even imore worder{ul thonthis  Lle necded no other Argu-
ment to por [reade YAl Aghati to [end for bime from I{pahan
toZulla, with the Pirmiffion of My1v-Maghmud, * who
confented to 1t awithont any Difficulty.

Father Krulinshiy coming 1o 1he Patient’s Houfe made
fuch a handforme Acknowledgment to bis Delrverery by the
Salves and Oiutments of which be made bim a Prefent,
that ke not only gained his Favour, but lis Confidence 3y and
tecame one of lis moff intiwate Fraends.  His conflant dt-
tendance wpon 1his great Officesy and the fiequent Conver-
Jatsguibey bad together while be was on the mending Hand)
gave bim an Oppoi tunsty to be thoroughly informea of every
particulay Paflage i the Expedition of the Aghvans; and
1t may be affirmed that no Body was more capable to [et him
right s the whole dffairy than an Qfficer of that Rank,
who bad becn prefent ar all the Confultations, and bad the
greatefl Shaven the Execution.

The Hiftory, theveforey I now publifhy is taken from the
authentick and accurate Memosw s of an intelligent imparizal
Man, who relaies nothing but what he [aw with bis own
Lyes, or beard f1om the Mamflers of borh Parties, of the
greateft Knowledge and Authortty 5 and 1dare afirmy that
there’s fearce a Hiffory in the B orld that can be (o much de-
vended upon for the Truth and Certainty of Fatls as this,
az leaft 10 the Conclufion of the Year 1725, for the Me~
moirs of Krulinski gono fariber.

As

" —

* Hewasnotyet Matter of Ifpakan, but Schah-Huffern, who was
juft on the Point of funendering 1, vefufed nothing that he de»
wapded,
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As for what bas pafed from the End of that Year to the
i ofent Timey which goes but a little Way in the [econd Part
of thit Worky I conld bave no Information but from the
prblizck News-Paper sy, wheresn Things are seprefented ina
<e, y sinper fett and unertam Light.  Of this the Reader
may judse bgheir Hay of difinguifbing the Place where
the Aghvans gawned a Fitlory over the Tuiks 11 1727.
The Battle, fa rhey, wastought berween Errvan and
Ifpaban; which s very near the fame Thing, as /y ro tell
where a Battle was fouzht i France, they fhould fav it
bappen’d berwixt Qunpercorentum axd Marleilles ; jor
the Difiance betwixt thefe two Towns 15 not fo great as be-
tween Erivan and lipahw
As 1o the little Dependance that isto be placed upon thofe
Oiiginalsy wwith vegard to the Covtamnry of Fatlsy, I w:ll
only grve one Inflance herey which 15y That 1t 15 pretended
that the Turks laid Stegey for the firft Time, to Ifpahan,
about the End of the Summer in 1725, though’tis evident
from the Memotss of Father Kuufinshi, that in the Ex-
curfiony awhich they then made that W ay, they did not come
within three Days Fourney of the Place. N
W hat Imention at the End of my Hiftory, teuching the
Articles of the Treaty of Peacey concluded between the
Gruid Sesgmor and the Sultan Alziaffy 15 taken from the
Sfame News-Papers 1 bave only omtted one Article,
which L did not think 112 the leafl procable.  *Tis that where
115 fasdy that the Sultan Eiveffy and his Ewocys fball be
recerved at Conftantinople, and n the other Towns of 1he
Ottoman Empire as 1+ ue Muffulmen ; notwithitanding
fuch is the Difference of Opintons between the Turks
and Perfians, that they loolE upon onc another as He-
veticks.  7iis Artucle might bave floody if the Turk bad
been ty eating with Schah-Huffein, or the Sophies bis Pre-
decefforsy who were of the Sett of Rafi: But it canbyne
Means [ust wirh Sultan Alzraff, and the Aghvans, who
are now the prevading Natan in Perliay and who arein all
Rejpetts of the fame Relygro~s and the fame Seit as the
Turksy namely, of tie Sef? of Sunni, or the Followers
of Omar, gs iy be obferved snmany Parts of this His-
A 4 ﬁWJ'o
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Pory.  So that thicis juft the [ame Thingy as if, in a
Treaty of Peace between two Roman Catholick Prixces,
who alfo acknowledge one anothe, as fuchy it fhould e
Shpniated that for the future they fhail no longer treat
each other as Hereticks. .

T make thefe Obfervations bere, to admoniy: the Reader,
that as to the Certainty of Things, be ought to make a great
Difference berween the Faéts pofierror to the Year 1725
which 1 only took from the publick News Papers, and
awhih I have very fuccintily related at the Clofe of this
Horky and the Falls preceding that Period, which are
all grounded upon the certasn and genuine Memosrs of Fa~
ther Krufinski : This very Perfon [ent them to Father
Fleuriau, Procurator of the Fefurts Miffion m the Le-
vant; and from this Reverend Father I recerv’d them,
in order to make them publick 3 fo that as they came to
my Fands from that Sourcey and by this Canaly the pre-
Sent Haftory I'have compos’d from them may jufily be look’d
spon as a Continuation of t'e Memows of the Levant
Mffions, of which Father Fleuriau bas already publifh’d
i Volumes.

I bave not advanc’d one Fal concerning the Eents of
his Rewolution, to the Endof the Year 1725, but what
istaken from the Memoirs of Father Krufinskis but [
bave not obferved the fame Order inmy Hiflory as be has
done : He dyvides lus Relation inta three Pares.  The firfp
contains the drrival of the Aghvans before Iipahan,
the Siege apd Surrender of thar Capitaly rhe Abdicats-
on of Schah-Hufleiny the two Years and half of the
Ufurper Maghmud’s Reign, the Infiallation of his Suc-
ceffory and bis Attions to the End of the Year 172%.
The fecond contains the Origin of the Rebellon of the
Aghvans, andall the Intrigues of Myrr-Weis, Fatber
o Maghmud, as well at I{pahan a5 Candahar; bis
Rebellion, s Return to bis own Country, and the Confe-
quences of that Rebellion, to the Moment that hbis Son
Maghmuad fet our from Candahar st the Head of his
Army 20 befrege Kirman firfly and then Ifpahan.  The
third and aft Pars 15 [pent in difiquering the Diforder and

* Cons
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Confufion of the. Perfian Govermment in all its Parts, sx-
der thg Reign of a weak Princey & Slave to the IVill and
Pleafure of bis Exnuchsy Perfons asincapable to govern,
as be was bimfelf.

This was the Method Father Krufinski propos’d in bis
Memoirs, whech in my Hiftory I bave thought fit to alter.
The laft Part which takes up almaft ore balf of the Me-
730ty 15 what I treat of firfly and whas I bave moft
contratted 5 [othat what relates to the Diforders of the
Governmenty confider’d in genevaly 15 bardly the eighth
Part of my Hiflory. But [ have taken more Scope as te
particular Facts, which 1 bave detack’d from that third
Paity in order tosange them in their due Placey accor-
ding to the Order of Time i the Courfe of the Hiffory.
From the Diforders of the Governmenty Ipafsto the Orie
gmof the Aghvans, who bave conguer’d Pertia, which
takesin all the fecond Part of Father Krufinski's Me-
morrsy with which I conclude the firft Part of my H:f=
z0ry.

The [econd Part begins at the Departure of Myree
Maghmud, when be march’d from Candahar to befiege
Kirman firf?, and then Hpahan, and dejcssbes the whale
Scrtes of the Revolution to the Treaty of Peacey lately cene
cluded berween the Grand Seignior and the Sultan Al aff,
by which the latter 15 left 11 quiset Poffeffion of the Thyone of
Yeifia, and fecur’d a{gﬂmﬂ toe only Enciny that was pow-
erful enough to moleft bim in buis Congueft.

"T1s true that the Turk bas Reafon to be fatisfied with.
the Shaic that remasns to bhumy which 1s near two bundicd
Leagues of the Countryin Lengthy from the Kingdown of
Caket, the mofi Novthern Part of Georgua, to tie Ci-
ty of Amadan onthe Southy andin fome Places above ong
bundycd Leagues in Breadth.  But Ileave 1t 1o Pojus-
cians to judgey whether Conguefis at fo great Diflavce,
awhich reach tothe Centey of Perfia, are a valuable Ar-
guifitson for a Prince who 1; four hundred or five hundscd
Leagues offy, and who willbe very bappyy if bereajter 12
does not cofl lum move to preferve them than what be will
& by them.

i This
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Thiswas all tha: 1 bad to [ay, in order 1o fatisfy the
Publicky as toth: Materials 1 bad for this Hiftoryy and
my Methodinwriting it.  All that remans for me now,
is toexplam [ome Points which feem'd to me to defervesr.

Imay be blam’d for Inflance, becaufe, efpecially 1n the
Jfirf} Part of my Hiftory, I mention the Fabis without Dates.
To this I anfwer, that I found none in my Memors,
where the Years are nor diftinguyl’d till towards 1720.
AMean Time as this Want of Date 15 always perplexing to
the Readery I will endeavour to [upplyst berey andregu-
latemy [elf according to an Event which is clearly diftin-
guifl’d in thofe Memorrsy and mention'd 154 Note inthe
frft Part of this Hiftory.

The Faft isshis : The Mufcovite Embaffy, which fo
alarm’d the Perfian Court, becaufe of the Czar's Power
becoming formidable even m Afia, after the entire Defeat
of the Ig(mg of Sweden, could not arrrve at lpahan #ij}
after the Battle of Pultowa, whirh was fosght July 8.
1709. and becanfé it was by Reafon of this Emba(fy that
Myrr-Weis was [ent back to Candahar, twoere foon
after his Arrival be rebell'd; this gives Roam te fix the
[ending back of Myrr-Weis to hus own Country, and bis
Rebellion in the latter Months of the Year 1709.

As it muft take bim up Time to defeat the ill Impreffions
which the Prmcchorgi-Kaﬁ., Governor of Candabar bad
grven bim at the Court of Perfia, and afterwards to make
@ Tour to Mecca, and to return from thence to Hpahan,
where be 3lfo flaid fome Time before be was [ent back to
Candahar, be could not in lefs than four Years do this,
and 1econcile bimfelf with the Mimflersy, and the King
bimfelfy and ercét all bis Batteries againft the Courty by
Means of the Rebellson, wbhich be was contriving 5 fo that
1t may be conreliuy’d that it was about the Xear 1705 . thar
t'e Prince Georgi-Kan fent bim 1o lpahan, as a dan-
gerous Man that ought 10 be [ufpetled.

1t was not till two Years after bis Rebellion that an Ar-
my was fent againft bum, which be defeated. This Ex-
pedstion and this Defeat conldmot fall out, therefore, but
1 ibe Year 1711,

¥
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I mect wuth auotber Perplexty relating to the Death
of Mvr-Weis  Father Krufinski's Memorrs places s
forfi an v717. @wbich Dafe 15 blotted out 1nmy Manujcript,
and 1713. wrut cver #. But as I don’t know whether
thys is she Author’s Correllion, and as befides the Date of
1713 cannat }ally with the imporiant Fafls iclated in
the Mewmorrsy I thought fit to adbere to that of 1717,
whicl agrees perfeétly with thefe Faéls.

"Tis [asd that after the firff Vittory awhich Myrr-
Weis gain'd over the Perfians, whichy as [ have prov’d,
could not be fooner than the Year v711. frefb Arinses
aere fent agasnft bim every two Years, over which be
bad always the Advantage. Now if he died 1 1713.
that isto [ayy two Years after bis firfl Vittors, be wonld
ot have had the Opportumty of beating thofec Armues,
2which after 1711, only came every two Years to grve bim
any Diflurbance.

Murlover 1is prov’d by the Memoirsy that the Brother
of Myrr-\Veis, who fucceeded bim n the Principality
of Candahar, enjoy’d that Place but a few Months, or
even a few Days 5 and that Maghmud, who bad cut
off brs Uncle's Head, was bis tmmediate Subflitute. Now
Maghmud, as s exprefly fad snour Memorrsy was but
woenty fix Yearsof Agewhenbe died in 1725, therefore
if bus Father was dead tn1v713. be would have been but
ourteen Tears old when be cut off bis Uncle’s Head, and
eaus’d himfelf to be declar’d Prince of Candahar, and
Gener al of the Troops of the Nation, which 15 beyond all
Probability 5 whereas by fuppofing, as the Manufeript
fays in the firft Placey that Myrr-Weis did not die t1ll
1717. Maghmud,y who was thencighteen Years of Age,
and who by artending buis Fatber in all bis Campaigns
and Excurfions from bss Infancy, conld nor but be more
Jormed vo Bufinc/iy and more enterprizing, thanis ufual
@t thar dge, mught be ina Condition to fill the important
Poft 1o which he caufed limfelf .o be apponted.

1t was not t1ilswo Years after bis Inffallation, that the
Conrt of Perfia fent an Army agasnft bimy commanded
iy the Sen of Seh-Kulj-Kan, whom ks Fatber (erved

in
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in Qyality of Lieutenant. Thevefore this Expedition,
which was unfortunase to the Perhians, could not b¢ made
but intheTear 1913, .

The [uccefsful Expedution of Luft-Ali-Kan, againft
Myrr-Maghmud was made the Year follgving, and by
Confequence towards the Beginming of the Sutpmer of 1720.
{t wasin November that fame Year that rhis Geveraly
who was mvolved in the Difgrace of the Pr.me Musi=
fery bis Brother-in-Law, was apprebended ar Chiras.
All the Fatls poferior tothis Event are datedinthe Me«
moirs, as well as thislafty [othat it were necdlefs to run
tbis Chronology farther. But that the Reader may fee the
whole Series of it at one Glance, and confult 1t as be reads
¢hes Hifluryy 1 think it proper to place 1t bere.

Candahar 7o Ifpahan, sowaerds the Clofe of } 1705
the Year.

There be flay'd without going out of the Town R
1l 17e

He made bis Pilgrimage to Mecca during thet }
1709

Myrr-Weis was fent as a [ufpected Perfon fram}

fame Teary and returned vo Hpahan about the
End of 1ty or the Beginmng of

Ile was fent back ro Candabar, where bercbelled
about the Endof thait Year.

Il defeated the Per{ian Army commanded by Ko-
ftrow-Kan, Pince of Georgla,

He died, ‘and was [ucceeded firft by his Brother,
and then by bis fecond Son Myrr-Maghmud, ¢ 1717
1t

Myrr-Maghmud defeated the Perfian Army
Jent agunft himy in

e 15 dejeated by the Perfian General Lufi-Al-
Kan s the Summer of

The General Luft-Al-Kan was arrefled, and
bis Araity difperfed by Means of the Dsifgrace
of Athemat-Doulet bis Brother-in-Law, in
{be Month of November, the fame Year.

1711

L

1720

Myrr-
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Myrr-Maghmud [pent all the next Year in making
Preparations for a great Exepeditiony and fet { 1721
ou? in December.

ITc arrived ar Giulnabat, four Leagues from 1722
Ifpahan, the 8th of March.

He made himfelf Mafler of Upahan, the 22d of
Oétober, the fame Year.

He diedy and bis Coufin-Germain Aliraff fuc- 1725
ceeded bim 1n April

The Peace besween the Grand Seignivr ‘and Afz-{ 1555
raff was concluded at the End of

Thus bave I grves the Chronological Series of the prin-
sipal Events of this Revolution, which will make amends
for the Want of the Dates wn ihe firf} Part of my Hi-
fory 5 for i the fecondy I bave fet them down exatlly.

Since, wherever 1 have [poke of great Sums of Mo
mey in this Hiftoryy I bave fpecify'd them by Temans,
which I bave afterwards valued by our own Con, [ asm
obliged to give an Explanation here, both as 10 thas Mos
ney, and 1ts Value.

The Toman is not o fingle Species of Coiny but Money
in Taley, which isufed in Perfia for confiderable Sums.

The Toman, takenin thisySenfe, never varies in itfelf,
but the Varaion of odr Coi}i makes a propertionable Va-
tiation inthat.

At the Time that Tavernier was in Perfia, where be
made bis laff Voyage in 1663. the Toman was valued ar
about fifteen (French) Crowns, ory by a mce Computati-
ony at forty fix Livresy & Deniers and one fifth, as be
bumfelf [ays, [peaking of the Toman.

Our Money baving rifen fince, the Valuation of the
Toman rifes m Proportions infomuch that n the Time of
§ir John Chardin, * whofe Travels in Perfia are later
thanthofe of Tavernier, the Tomanwas fualuedf fifty

svres.

* In hislatter Voyagesin Perfia, he reduces the Toman to forty-
five Livres, and we don’t{ee what made 1t fall; but *tis thill certain,
according to Krufinski's Valuauon, thacsuder Schab Solymanit was
at fixty Livzes,
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Livres. I will ouly produce two Proofs of it taken from
bis Booky of tix Corsnation of Solyman. Ha there
Jaysy p. 381, © They gave him-cight ' Tomans, whech
¢ are four hundred Livres.” . And in another Place be-
fore thaty p. 298. © They took bat 8§00 Tomans,
 which are 400000 Livres. Geméii; who did not
travel to Perfiay 2ill near thirty Years after Chardin’s
forft Voyagey reduces the Toman to fifteen Crownsy and @
fittlemore 3 wnwhichtis vifible that be bas ouly copied Ta~
vernier, a5 be bas done in many other Places, though be
never meffes an Opportuniry to fall upon him when be can.
It can’t be doubred but the Valuation of 1he Toman, with
refpett to our Moneyy is very much riyjen fince Taver-
nier; and thatit wasat leaft at fifty-five Livresy, while
Gemell travelled in Perfia, thatisto [ay, in 1694. So
Father Krufinskiy who came thither eight ov mne Yeais
aftery and flay’d twenty Years therey thatis to [ay, du-
ring the greatcft Part of the Reign of Schan-Huflein,
values the Toman at fixty Livves of our Moey. The
Letter from a Capuchinof Aleppo, inferted inthe Mer-
cury of January 1727. confirms this Valuationy by
Jaymg, That a Tomanis worth twenty Crowns. 4ud
this 15 the Rule I bave conflastly follow'd in my Falua-
tien of the Tomans th oznga?tt the whole Cous fe of this
Hiflory.

As to the Coins of Perfia, Ithink I ought tocorieit @
Pafage which isinthe Relation inferted in the fecond Toma
of the Metcury for December 1726. *Tis there faid,
shat the Ambaffador [ent by Afzeaff o zhe Ottoman
Porte carrsed for a Prefent 20000 Tomans of Gold,
which [eems to infery that there are two Sovts of Tomans
in Perfia, Tomans of Gold, and Tomans of Silvery a
Thing abfolutely falfey andwhich I obferve beie, to guard
the Reader againft a matersal Errory to which be might
be liable sn that Refpeft.

Whereupon I fhall make thefe Remarks :

1. That they dow't cojn Guld inPerfia, except uponthe
Acceffion of s Kings to the Crown, and only 2o featter

wrong the People s bnt Ybat is not surrent Mone).
2. Thar
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2. That there ave but two forts of Sumsin Perfiay the
one cAled Toman, 1he other called Or. Eight Larins
make an Or, and eightyLannsa Voman; and, by confe-
guencey, 4 Toman s worih ten Ors.  But when Tomans
are mentioned,> the Queftron is not whether they are of Gold
or Stlver ; an}'{,’si: Term fignifies only acestasn fixed Sums
in Accounts, which valued by the French Money 15 worth,
at this Day, fixty Livres. This Remark istaken from
Tavernier, who baving traded confiderably ar the Court
of Perfia, where be often recerved great Sums of the
Kung's Trea‘ure, for the Diamonds and Jewels which be
Sold to that Princein ks foveral Voyages, ought to be cre-
dsted more than any Body, as to what 1elates to the Mbp-
sey of thes Kingdom.

If Gemellr bas only copied Tavernicr, as to the Coins
of Perfia, becan’t be charged, however, with baving
copied bsm in the Defcriptson be gives of the Bridge of
Chiras, over the Senderout, @ Quarter of a League from
I{pahan; for Tavernicr fays no more of 1ty thanthat us
énold Bridge. But Gemelliy, whonall Probability never
[pw ity grvesa Defeription of 1t according to that of the
Bridge of Lulfa, or the Bridgeof the Gaurs, grven us by
Tavernier.  Indeed Gcmell; faces this Bridge wath high
Walls of colourcd Bricks, which havea great Opening
in the Middle, withacove®'d Gallery, and two lutle
Footways at the Sides towards the Ruver.

I order to threw down thefe Walls, and thaf pretended
Gallerses, which Gemelli bas raifed of bis vwn Good-Hilt
#pon the Bridge of Chiras zear lipahan, there needs o
more than one Faily related by Father Krufinski in bis
Memorrsy of which bimfelf was an Eye-Manefs. Tis
the Method that Charpentier Jacoub, a4 Courlander,
2ook in driving the Aghvans from this Bridge by Cannon-
Shoty while the Perhans defended 1z againft them 5 for 'tis
plan thar be could only fire upon one Side of/’tbe Br:dge, be-
caufe otherwife, andif be baa fired from eitber End of the
Bridge, be would bave knocked the Perfians o-¢’-Head,
before be could bave come at the Aghvans.  Now, if this
Bridge of Cluras, was faced with Walls and Galleries oZ

a4
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eackSide, bow could the Cannon do any Execution upon the
Aghvans, whom he could only fire uponin Flank ?

As to this Charpentier Jacoub, 1 fkall here add one
Thing, whichwill prove what Ihave faid of the little Cre-
det that is 1o be given 10 the Relatins that ate banded to us
of this War. _According to Father Krufuuski, who faw
sbe Attack made upon the Bridge of Chirason the 23d of
March 1726. it was this Charpentier Jacoub, who ba-
ving levelled Cannons charged with Cartridges agamft the
Aghvans, drove them from she Bridge. ﬁfow according
10 the Account inferted in the Mercury for November
¥726. it was under the Command of this fame Jacoub the
Courlander, thar the Aghvans made an Attack upon the
Bridge of Chirasihat fame Day the 23d of March, which
is as much as 1o fay, that this very Man fought on both
Sides, attacking and defending the Brdge at the (ame Time.

1 thefe Relations I might corrett fifty Miftakes ;f the
[ame Importance.  Ifball only bint at oney which is fo con-
grary to ali Manner of P;"}éabdity, that I can’t con-
ceive bow it counld flip the Writer’s Pen. Tis there pre-
zended that in the laf} Sally made by the brave EunuchAch-
met Aga, the Prince of Havoufa Machmet-Wali, who
[uftained it at firf} but weakly, joined openly then with the
Aghvans; that be fell with them upon Achmet; zhat
de drove him from the Po Vss where he had made a
L.odgment ; and that be put all the Perfians he met with
thereto the Sword : 4nd yet after this manifeft Treache-
7y, 'tis pratended that Schah-Huflein made an Apology
for this Traitor, whom be then knew to be fuch, againft an
Eunuch who bad done bim faithful Service. This whole
Narrative is abfolutely falfe : The Eunuch was indeed
blamed by the King for baving fought without the Orders of
Machmet-Wali General of the Army s but the Generaly
who always held out for the King in Appearance to the End
of the Siege, never turned bis Arms againft the Troops of
that King which be commanded 3 and ail that be conld be res
proached for upon this Qccafion was, that be bad not fup
ported the Eunuch Achmet with as much Vigour as bs
might and ought to bave done 5 as we foall findin that Par}t‘r

.



PREFACE. Xvii

of the Hiflory, where webave all the Particulars of thns
Advedture. Schah-Hufleinwas [6 far from fufpecting
thar the General bad betray’d bimy that all the Eunuch
Achmet could [ay to bim upon this Occafion to convince him
of 1y and to open his Eyes to fee a Piece of Treacheryswhich
was but too palpable, was abfoluicly to no purpofe.

W ber ever 1 bave mentioned the Chief Minsfier of Perfia,
I have called bim the Athemat-Doulety though others,
and even my Memoirs call bim Ichtimadewlet. But as,

SfinceTavernier’s Poyages, who always calls hym Athemat-
Doulet, be1smore known by this Name in France zhan by
any othery Ihavethonght fit toretam st.

Our publick News-Paper s dow't agree about the Name of
the new Sultan of Perfia. Qur Gazettes call bim Efret,
and the Accounts inferted snour Mercuries call bim Ache-
raf, I know not bow the Name of this Sultan ought tobe
pronovined 5 but as to the Way of Writing it Ihave fol-
Jowed the Memorrs of Father Krufinsk, wbere 12 15 al-
aways witt Afzraff.

To the End that nothing might be wanting which ma
contribute 1o the Satisfattion of the Reader of this l/’org
1 bave perfixedafhort Hiftory of the Sophies, contan-
ing the Orsgin of thar Familyy and the Succeffion of Kings
1t bas grven ro Perfiay and tpat have reigned there frou:
1499. when Hmael, the firff King of the Race of the
Sophies, mounted the Throne, to the Month of O€oher
1722. when Schah-Huflein, rbe laff King of that Race
was dethraned,  This fhort Hiftory will ferve as an Intro-
duttion to the Hiftory of the late Rewolution s [o that inone
and the fame Worky we fball bave a compleat Hyffory of the
Reiyns of the Snphesy which have lafled but 224 Years.

As to Prince Thamas, who fince the Conclufion of the
Peace besween the Turks and Aghvans, bas given no Signs
of Life, be muft be confidered as a Trtulovy who has no
longer any real Poffeffion in Perfiay but only certain Rights,
which indeed are well founded, and may be of great Service

ben the Times favoury but asthey are at prejgem, are more
Zrtbenﬁ)m 10 bim thap they can be prafitable.
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A
SHORT VIEW

Of the ANCIENT

Hiftory of Perfia,

To the Tdme of Usum-CAassan.

AHE late wonderful Revolution in Perfia
gl having excited the Curiofity of the Publick
ey @81 1n evcry thing belonging to that once flou-
[‘ué-, 4 nithing Empue; wethought it might not
be unacceprable to the Entlifb Reader, for the better
underftanding of the following Hiftory, to premife
fomething of the antient State of a Nation that has
Kzadc fucha Noseand F gure 1n theWorld for fo many
ges.

T u £ antient Perfiz was for many Ages no more
thanaProvince, and but a {mall one either, of that
vaft Track which now gqes by the Name of the Per-
fan Empire. The earheft authentick Accovats we
have of 1t makeita Member of the Zfjrian Empire,
goveined by a Prafeft with the Title of King, but
tributary to the Affyrian Monarchs. Thofe Princes
being abandoned to Luxury and Voluptuoufnefs, com-
mitted the whole Management of their Affairs to the
Generals of their Armies. Two of thefe, #rbaces
and Belockus, difdaining to ferve under fo weak and ef-
feminate a Mafter as Sardanapalus, the laft of the
Affyrian Emperors, confpired aganft him, and bex
fieg’d him in his Capital of Nineveh, where toavoid
falling into the Hands of his Enemies, he fet fire to his
Palace, and was copfumed in it, together with thofe
vaff Freafures which himfelf and Predeceflors had

been
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been heaping up for feveral Ages. The Conquerors
divided the Empire betwixt them. Belochus tor hus
Shave had 4ffyria, Chaldes, M:[opotama, and the ad-
jacent Provinces; and fired the Seat of his Exmpire at
Babylon.  Arbaces took for his Part Media, Perfia, and
other Countries more to the Eaftward.  This Revo-
lution happened about Ann. Mund. 3146

U ~ p ER thisnew Government, Pcrfia continued
much as before; {ubject indeed to 1ts own Kings, but
tributary to the Medes, who confidered them oaly as
their Licutenants; till Cambyfes 11. King of Perfia,
having married Mazdane, Daughterof Afyages, Em-

eror of the Medes, Cyrw: their Son, became Herr to
goth Empires, upon the Failure ot the AMedian Line
in the Perfon of CyaxaresI11. Son to Aftyages ; about
A.M. 3402.

T w15 illuftrious Hero, whofe Virtues in Peace and
War are celebrated by all Authors, both facred and
prophane, may be ]uﬁYy reckoned the Founder of the
Perfian Empire. For befides the entrre Kingdom of
Medsa, and all theProvinces poflefled by the 47 1an
and Babylon:an Monarchs, headded toit the Countries
of Armema, Phrygia, Lydia, andagreat Part of Ara-
bia 5 leaving behind him the Charalter not only of one
of the greateft, but beft Princes that ever reigned.
His Son Cambyfes poflefled none of his Virtues, but
his Valour, which he fuccefsfully employed in the Re-
duttion of Egypt, where hedied, atterafhort Reign
of feven or eight Years.

U r o Nthe Deathof Cambyfes, thelegal Succeflion
was interrupted by the Contrivance of the Magi, or
Priefts, who {et uponthe Throne one Smerdrs, 2Son
of the HighPrieft, making the Peoplebelieve he was
aBrother of Cambyfes; a l\%attcr of no great Difficul-
ty ina Country where Retirement from the publick
View, wasalways confidercdasa gnncipal Partof the
Majeity of 1heir Princes, But the Impoftor did not
long enjoy hisufurped Dignity. The Princes, and o-
ther Great Men of the Kingdom, di{covering the Im-

2 poftor,
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poftor, fet upon him, and flew him in the Palace,
Darins Hyfalpts, of the RoXal Linc, was hereupon,

common Confent, elefted into the vacant Throne.
"This Prince, his Son Xerxes, and feveral of their Suc-
ceflors, made long, but very unfuccefsful Wars with
the Greeks ; the Genius of that free and brave People
proving too hard for all the Forces of thofe powerful
and mughty Monarchs. Dareus, the Tenth in that
Line cof Succeflion, was mvaded by Alexander the
Great, King of Aacedon, and after loﬁng to him the
three great Battles of Grauicus, Iffus, and Arbela, was
deprived both of his Crown and lus Life, leaving hus
Empire in the Pofleflion of his vitorious Enemy,
about 4. M. 3635.

Arter this Qverthrow of the Monarchy, the
Perfian Nation lay obfcure a matter of 35 Years;
that is to fay, from the 3635 Yearof the World, to
the 228 Year of Chiift: Of which Time, they were
83 Years under the Syrian Succeflors of Aiexander
and 472 Years under the Kings of Partliz, of the
Arfaciian Race. Fory as Herodian tells us, Darius
having Joft s Kingdom to Alexander, and the Con-
queror himfelf dym%foon aftery his prineipal Cap-
tains divided Afia. But Difcords often arifing, and
the Macedosian Power much broken by thofe Duffen-
tions, gave an O;}Portunity to Arfaces, 3 Farthian
Nobleman, to Fel wade the Eaffern Nations, and a-
mong them the Perfiansy to calt oft' the Grecran Yoke,
and affert their Laberty, which accordingly, under
Tis Conduét, they performed ; but with little Advans
tage to themfelves, himfelf and his Succeffors affuming
the Government to themfelves, with as great Info-
lence of Power as ever the Greeks, or anuent Perfias
Monarchs. From him all his Succeflors took the
gommon Name of Arfaces, asthe Roman Empers that
of Cefar, and the old Egyprian Kings of Pharaok.
Agreeable ta the Oriental Arrogance. Theufual Style

hey affeCted was King of Kings; by which Name
;’v{%{ﬁs; the T'wenticth in that Succeffion, i{nfcribhc_d
hig
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his Letters to Pe/pafian the Roman Emperor, in thefe
Terms ;' Arfaces; King of Kings, to Flavius Vefpfian.
To which the other, without taking any Notice of
the Infolence of his Royal Correfpondent, treturned
his Anfwer with this Superfcription, Flavius Veipas
fian to Arfaces, King of Kings; whether more out of
Scorn, or Modefty, is not eafy to determine. Cere
tainitis, they werea Race of great and brave Princesy
and rendeted themfelves more formidable to the Ro-
mans, thanall the other Kingsand States in the World
befides. The Empire continued in their Hands, under
two Races of their Kings, forthe Space of 47 Years,
Artabanus, the laft of then, was overthrown, and
killed 1n Battle by Artaxerxes, ayoung Perfian Noble-
man, of great Conduét and Valour ; who not only
rcftored the Monarchy to the anuient Perfians, butdes
feated Severus, the Roman Empetory infuch a Manner,
that the Perfians became as terrible to the Romans as
ever the Parthians had been. His Son Sapores took
Falerian the Emperor Prifoner.  And inafew Years
afterwards, they had encroached fo farupon the Re+
man Territories, that Conflantine the Great found 1t not
only pioper to draw Colonies from the Norzh-7eft
Parts of the Empirc into the Eaffy but removed the
Imperial Seat from Rome to Conflantinople, that he
might be nigher hand to oppofe their Incuifions 3
which is generally looked upon, by Hiftorians, asone
great Caufe of the Fall of that mighty Empire.

I~ this flourithing Condition did the Perfan Mo-
narchy conunue from 4. D. 228. to 634. Atwhich
Time the Saracer Caliphs having added this Kingdom
to their large Emprre, appointed here their provincial
Deputies, withthe Titleof Sultans. Thele, though
only a kind of Feudatory Princes, were perpetually
tna\)(’ing Wirupon each other; till at length Mazbomer,
Sultan of Perfia, being hard 2rcﬂ'cd by fome of his
Neighbours, called 1n the Zurks ta his Affiftance, by
whofe Means, undershe Conduc of Tangroispix their
General, he gained a compleat Victory over his Ene-

B3 mict,
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mies, and might cafily have fecured himfelf in the So-
vaagnty of Perfia, had he made Ufe of his goad Suc-
cels with any tolerable Difcretion.  But he refufing to
difmifs the Turks, and pay them their Wages, they
turned their Arms againft himfelf, and having deteated,
and flain him, their General Zangrolipix Was advanced
tothe Perfian Throne, by the joint Confent of both
Armics. This happened, 4. D. 1030.

F r o mthe Time of this Prince the Perfian Hiftory
isfo perplexed, astobe very little depended on for ncar
soo Years. Cernain it1s, that the Pofterity of Zan-
grolipyx did not long poflzfs their new Acquifition ; and
Perfiawas 1avaded Ey the Tartars, and by them can-
toned out into a great Number of petty Liordthips and
Principalities ; 1n which State of Confufion it conti-
rued till the Coming of Zamerlane, who driving all
before um, like a furious Hurricane, compofed their
Differences, by feizing on all for himfelf. Neither
was this of any long Continuance. The Motions of
Tamerlane were too quick, and his Progrefs too fudden,
to preduce a lathag Scrtlement. The Kingdom,
throagh the Weaknels ot his Succeflors, and his own
Imprudence, in cantoning his Eftatcs among his Chil-
dren, very loon reverted into the fame Confufion in
which he found it; and atlaft becamea Prey te Ufum-
Caffany an 1rmenianPrince, in the Manner related b
the f1ench Author, n his Introduction to the follow-
ing Hidtory.

F'romaView of the manyand amazing Revolu-
tions, common to this with all other abfolute Monar-
chics, we may learn how unftable all Government is,
thatis founded on meer Force, and not on the Confent
of the People, with the Fences of Laws, and legal
Infhitutions. We{fec how the moft celebrated Heroes,
who out of abarbarous Pride and Luxury of Power,
have acquired the ampleft Dominions, could not fe-
curg them to thewr Poftenity but feravery few Succef-
fions 3 tcaching Mankind t{xs ufeful Leflon, How vain
& Thing it 15 10 feck 10'conguer what they cannot govern.

NTRO-



INTRODUCTION

TO THE

HISTORY

Of the Late

Revolution of Perfia

Or, A SHORT

Hiftory of the SOPHIES,

EPRER® S 1 A L L not here enter intc the Inquiry,

#% whether Europeans are in the Wrong to
% give the Title of Sophy to the Kings of
SONEINS Derfia of the laft Race: Sir Fobn Chardin
thubes inJis Account of the Cofonation of So/ej
many Father to Schab-Huffein, (aysy, “ That a King
« of Perfia would take that Title as an Affront.”. Sir
Fobnadds, * That for his own Part, he could not help
¢ {miling when he read ti» Titles Sophy of Perfia, and
“ Grand Sophy, in the Woils of {fome of our Wri-
« ters;” and heafferts, % That¢he tiue Title of the
% Kings of Perfia of that Family, is Safié, or Sefif.
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Tfhall not difpute thiswith him ; for, confidering
how well he was acquainted with the Language and
Cuftoms of Perfiay 'tis to be prefumed that he had
Reafon tor his Foundation : But as the Abufe has pre-
vailed 3 and as 'tis cuftomary in Ezrope to give the
Kings of Perfia of the laft Racethe Title ofg Sophy,
which, with refpeét to us, is become the particular
Duttinétion of their Family, 1fhall adhere to this Cu-
ftom, right or wrong, as I find it eftablithed ; and
fhail give the Name of Sophy to that Family which
fat on the Throne of Perfia f}:)r two hundred Years,
and which 1s now extinét by the Schab-Huffern’s Abdi-
cation.

B v 1 before I enter into the Hiftory of this Family,
I think I fhould take Notice, that there 1s nothing
more perplexed thanits Beginning.  Thisis own’d by
the Authors themfelves that have wrote the Hiftory of
it, who are not at all agreed as to the Manner how
Jfmacel, the firft King of this Race, came to theThrone;
norn a Muvlurtude of other important Articles. Mean
Time, as I muft not be altogether neuter in thison-
trover{y, Ifhall adhere chief%y to Bizarus, as to thofe
Times of Perplexity and Ob{curity which this Hiftory
mentions, from the Death of Ufum-Caflan, to the
Reign of /fmael the firft King of the Race of the So-
phies. Ifhall hikewife follow him 1n what relates to
the Reign of /fmaely and that of the fucceeding Kings
to Codabende, beyond whom his Hiftory does not ex-
tend.  A¢ to the Kings of alater Date, 1fhall chufe

out of the Accounts given by the feveral Authors,
what I think of moft Authority.

Origin of the Familyof the Sophses.

HE Kingsof Perfisof thisFamily pretended to

be derived from A/, who was Coufin-Germain

€0 (abomet, and hus Son-in-Law, by marrying Fatz;‘na
3
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his Daughter. 4/ fucceeding his Step-Father, made
avery, great Alteration n his Law. He added fome
Things, left out others, put new Gloffes on 1t, and
made {uch a Reform in 1z, thatitmghe pafs for anew
Law. All thefe Alterations occafioned a Divifion in
Mahometifm. The greateft Number adhered to the
Law, as it had been given by Mahomet, and as it had
been preferved to them by Omar, one of the chief of
his Dufciples; and the others declared forit as it had
been correéted and reformed by /5.

A v 1 died with Poifon, and left two Sons ; of whom
the eldeft, named Aucen, came to the fame End as his
Father. The younfeﬁ, named Huffern, fucceeding
his Brother, fuffered Death likewife, as they fay, 1n
Perfiay for defending the Doctrine of his Father 4/
but he left twelve Sons, whom the Perfians revere as
fo many Prophets of their Law.

O NE of the moft famousof the Twelve was Au/z
Caim, or, as fome call himy, AMouffa Kaszem ; tiom
whom, afteralong Series of Generations, they pre-
tend to derive Sophy, the firft of the Famuly of this
Name, that we know any thing of. Whether he
came from Mufa Caim, orno; for this Defcent is not
atall proved, and there 15’too greata Space between
the T'runk and the Branches, forus to be {ure of any
‘Thing inthis refpeét ; 1tappears, however, very cer-
tain, that he was the firft that refcued 4’s Law from
the Obfcurity in which 1t had been buried for many
Ages, and madetrevive in Perfiz.  Inorderto dittin-
guith A4lr’s Followers from the other Muffulmen, he
made an Order, that inftead of the Linnen Turbans,
commonly worn by the Muflulmen, the others thould
wear a red wooilen Cap with twelve Folds, 1n Memory
of the twelve Children of Haffesn 5 and 'tis on Ac-
gount of the Colour of their Turbans that the Tarks
Aall them Red-Heaas.  This Reflorer of .Al’s Retor-
Mpation flourifiied towards the iutter End of the tour-
Enth Centary; and there is all the Reafon that can
Be, to think that when Tomeriane returned to Peffﬁa’

11~y
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after the Defeat of Bajaver, he gave thole Marks of
Efteemand Veneration to Mufa-Casm that are fud to
have been conterved on his Son Guzses, or his Grand-
fon Schuch-Erdar, whom others cali Hezk-.ddar.

B1z arus, in his Hiftory of the Perfian Affairs,
Lib. 10. makes this Compliment to Gusmes 3 but the
Fat cannot be reconciled to Chronology without
doing Violence to 1t : Whereas, by afcnibing it to
Sophy, the Father of Gasnes, all Things agree per-
fectly well.  And there’s the more Reafon for this,
becaufe, according to Bizarzs himfelf, Sophy flou-
rithed at the Time that the Tarzars prevaled overthe
Turksy that 1s to fay, at the Time of Baazer’s De-
teat by Tainerlane.

T AvVERNTER, | knownot why, makes the fame
Compliment to Schich- Esdar, Son to Guines; which
is an Error that Gemells has exaltly copied from him,
without perceiving the Rudiculoufnefs of 1t.

Accorbping to tholc two Travellers, Tamere
lane returning to Perfia, after having routed and taken
Bajazet, gave Schich-kidar, m Confideration of his
Virtue and Sanétity, a great Number of Capuves
that he had taken i the laft War. Now Tamerlane
died 11 1402. and Schich-Eidar muft then be a Man
at full Growth: Whereasit appears that //mal, the
firft King of Perfiaof the Sopby Family, and Son to
Schich-FEidary wasbut twenty Y ears old when he con-
quered Piifia in 1499. and but forty-five when he
died,in 1734. Were we to fuppofe that Schich-Ei-
dar was but twenty-five Yearsold, which 1sthe leaft
that canbe fuppofed, when the Luftre of hisRepu-
tation and Virtue gamed him the Marks of Tamer«
lane’s Elteem, it would follow that he was above
a hundred Years old when he had a Son, who, ac-
cording to the Tettimony of Hiftorians, was not
Twenty in 1499. The Truth 1s, that Schich-Eidas
cannot be fuppofed to have feen Tameriane, and that
the Thingin Queftion can hardly beapplicd even to
his Farher Guimes ; but that it tallies perfectly with his
Grandfather Sophy, asIhaye thewn. To him,there-
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fore, was it that Tamerlane gave the thirty thoufand
Captives, mentioned by Bizarus ; and probably this
was the fame Sophy who, after having inftruéted them
in the Principles of his Seét, fent them abroad to
grcach it Sword-in-Hand, a Method which Bizarus

imfelf fthews he made ufe of for the Propagation of
his Do&rine.

SopH Y was fucceeded in his Zeal for the new
Se& by his Son Guines, of whom we find nothing
confiderable, and who is not fo much known upon
his own perfonal Account, as for the Merit and Re-
Butatlon of his Sun Scbich-Eidar, towhom the Sophy

amily properly owes 1ts fir{t Rafe in the State.

ScricH-Eipar did not keep ro the new Plan of
Religion, which his Grandfather had preached up,
and which his Father had trained him up 1n; but re-
formed 1t as he thought fit, and made a great many
Alterationsin 1t.  The edifymng Liafe which he led,
and the cxternal Appearance of Regularity and Piety
which heaffetted 1n his whole Conduét, gained him
fo greata Reputation, that the People flocked from
the very Heart of Perfia, and the furtheft Parts of
Armenia, to Ardevil the Place of his Birth, in order
to hear him, and to be inftruéted in his new Religion.
They devoted themfelves to it with Zeal; and when
once they had embraced it, obferved the Rules
and Statutes of it, with themeft {crupulous and ri-
§1d Nicety. They were the more attachéd to him,

ecaufe he made them believe that he had 2 Revelati-
on that no Muffulmen fhould be faved, but thofe who
follow’d the Dotrine of s, {uch as he preach’d it.

T H1s was his Manner of preaching at Ardevsi in
hisown Couniry, of which, 'us {aid, he was Lord
as his Anceftors had been, and from whence he was
atterwards called Hsrdevii. Butnotwithitanding his
high Rank and great Eftate, :a huis Manner of Life,
he was plain, modeft, and evep harfh and aufterc;
and manifefted 2 vatt Contempt of Honour and
Wealth. A Virtue fo uncommon and extraordinary
&ade fuch a Figure 1n Perfig, and gained hum fuch a

Rcepu-
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Repatation, that, though he was not of Rank enough
to aipire to iffinity with a King, yev Uf#m-Caflan,
who, from being Governor of drmenia, was made
King ot Perfia, by dethroning his Mafter, and who
attained to the peaceable Pofleflion of the Throne he
had ufurped, chofe him preferably to the greateft No-
blemea 1n the Kingdom tor his Son-in-Law ; for he
gave him his Daughter Martha, whom he had by his
Marriage with Defpina, Daughter of Calo-Jean, King
ot Trevt/rnd and Pontus.

Ucvu-Carsan dying in 1478. was fucceeded by
his third Son Facup, firnamed Chierzemaly i. ¢ One-
£, 4y becaule he had loft an Eye. The Father had
put the cldeft to Death for having rebelled againt
him; and Facap had porfon’d the ?econd, according
to fome Authors, or, as others fay, killed him the
very Nught that Ufum-CafJan died, that he might have
no Rivalin the Throne.

THovueH hecameto itby foul Play, he govern-
ed withvery great Wildom and Moderation, tothe
Satistaétion ot all the Provinces: But after he had
reigned feven Ycars he was 2 Victim to his Queen’s
Debauchery.  Hus Princefs proftituted herfelf to one
of the chiet Loidsof the Court, whom theloved to
Diuftrattion; and not thinking fhe did enou;;h for {o
dear a Gallant to receive him in her Husband’s Bed, if
ithe did not place him alfo upon his Throne, fhe re-
folv’d to difpatch 7acup by Poifon.

For this End the prepared a Dofe for him, which
the offer’d him one Day as he came from barhing.
Notwithftanding the Aflurance fhe put onat the very
Moment fhe was ating the Crime, the King her
Husband fancying hefaw an Air of Confufion in her
Countenance, had a Sufpicion of her, and requird
her to drink firft. As the could not get off of it
without condemning herfelf, fhe fwallowed the Poi-
fon withan affe¢ted Intrepidity 3 which deceiv’d the
King, and {o encourag’d him, that after he had drank
of 1t himfelf, he commended & to the Lips of the

Prince
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Prince his Son, then with him, who was eight Years
of Age. The Poifon wasf{o quick, thatall tarec died
of itthat Nightinthe Year 143y.

J A c v dying without Iflue, Fwlaver, one of the
firft Men inthe Kingdom, and who was fomewhat
related to hym, {e1z’d the Throae, and reign’d three
Y ears.

B avsiNcir fucceeded himin 1488. and reign'd
ull 1490. Ruflan, a young Nobleman of twenty
Years old, fatin the Throne after him, and reign’d fe-
ven Years. It wasin his Reign that Schich-Eidar of
Ardevi] loft his Lafe 1n the Manner 1 am going to
tell vou.

T H o v ¢ 1 no body had more Right to the Crown
than Schich-Eidar,on Account of his marrying with
theDaughter of Ufum-Caffan, his Burth was{y unf{mta-
ble to that high Rank, and {o far inferior to the gieat
Men of the Kingdom, that during the Reigns of three
Kings, wha fuccceded one another in five Years,
there was not only no Talk about him, but the ve-
ry Perfons who fill'd the Throne, not one of whom
had a lawful Right to it, took no Umbiage at the
Pretenfions he might form to it.

T n e firft that gaveady heed to it was Ruflan: He
began to be alarm’d at the Concourfe of the People
from all Parts to Schich-Eidar at Ardevil, to embracc
his Religion, and to adhere to his Peifon: He was
afraid that the fecret Affe@ion which the Perfians re-
tain’d 1n their Hearts for the Race of their Kings, and
the Veneracion they paid to the Virtue of Schich-Es»
dary would occafiona Civil War in Favour of a Man
that feem’d the more worthy of the Throne, becaufe
he fet no Value upon ity notwithftanding the juft
Claim he had to it. Upon this he refolv’d to get rid
of hm, and cmplc:iy’d Ailaflines, who murder'd him
at Ardevil, Hedid not ftop ihere, but thinking the
new Seft, which Eidas wentabqut to eftablith, even
pare dangerops to the State than to the Mufulman

Reli~.
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Religion, he perfecuted it to fuch a Degree, that fe-
veral who had embrac’d it, abandon'dt.

TuEese were the Meafures that Ruflan took to
cftablith himfelf in the Throne, when after 2 Reign
of feven Years, he waskill’d by 4ghmat, one of the
great Lords of the Kingdom, who taking Advan-
tage of the Kindnefs thew’d him by Ruffan’s
own Mother, made her an Accomplice m his Trea-
fon, and got her to confent to the Death of a Son
who lov’d her eatirly. But dghmar enjoy’d the
Throne he had ufurp’d no more than fix Months, for
the Soldiers of Rauffan’s Guard not caring to obey a
Man that had kill’d their King, went to Carabes, one
of Ruflan’s principal Officers, who liv’d at Zan, to

erfuade him to revenge their old Mafter’s Death.
This Officer having by their means affembled a very
confiderable Body ot Troops, march’d ftrait to Zax-
ris, where having furpnz’d 4ghmat, who was in no
Condition to make Refiftance, be put him ro Death
with Torture. The Throne being vacant by this U-
furper’s Death, a Nobleman nam’d A/vante, who was
the neareft a-kin to Ufum-Caffan, was chofe tn fill it.
Such was the Deftiny of Perfia, from the Death of
Ufum-Caffan and his Son Facup, till at laft Himael, the
the Son of the famous Schich-Eidar of Ardevil fix’d
in his Family, in the Manner hereafter mention'd,
that Sceptre which for a Series of 1400 or 15700
Years had pafs’d through fo many different Hands.

ISMAEL,

King of Perfia, the Firft of the Family sf the Sophics,
318 1499.

Cuicu-EipaR, whom Ruffan, atthat Time Kin
S of Perfia, causdtobe murder'd at Ardevil, left
three Sons on his Death-Bed, who would have run the

fame Hazard as their Father, if they had fallen iﬁ“{
tha
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that Prince’s Hands.  The twocldeft, who were of
Age tofee their Danger, fled, oncto /s Minor,the
other to Alepps; Ifmael, thethird of them, who wus
buta Child, wasinatch'd from the Danger by his Fa-
ther’s Friends, who{ent him to Fhrean:, or Ghilan,
where they put him under the Protection of a Noble-
man, nam'd Pyrchalim,a Friend to their Family, who
was Mafter of feveral Places onthe Cafpian Sea.

PyrcuariM, who took great Caie of his Educa-
tion, caus'd him to be broughtupinthe Principles of
the Seét of his Father Schich-Esdar 5 and the young
Man underftanding that this was the beft Way to torm
2 Ercat Party, and to §am the Favour of the Populee,
of whichhehadneed to fupport the juft Preter fions
he had to the Throne, fhewed agreat Zcal to propa-
gate that new Religion, and to obferve 1. As he
wasextremely well made, had a noblc and happy Phy-
fiogmony, anda great Sharc of Eloquence and Cou-
rage ; {o advantageous an Idea was conceiv’d of his
Perfon, that not caly the common People, with whom
his Father was {fo much 1n Vogue, join’d with him,
but thofe of Quality began to efpoufe him, to which
the Prognofticks his Father had form’d of him, may
be faid to have contributed notallttle.  For Schich-
Eidar, who wasavery skilful Aftrologer, and whom
the People thill rever’dasa Saint and a Prophet, ver-
tur'd at one of thofe Predi&tionsin Favour of Ifmael,
that never hurt fuch for whofe Advantage they are
made, and which are often of great Help to themin
the Execution of their Projeéts, by prepofiefling the
comraon People in their Favour. Elc had foretold
thar this Son thouldbe a great Prophet and Conque-
yor; and that by his Zeal, and by the Conqueft of a
great Part of the Eaft, he would one Day equal the
Glory of Mabomet himfelf.

A's foonas Ifmael was grownup, and begantoap-
pear in the World, his %ehaviour was fuc% as could
not but confirm the great Hopes they had conceiv’d of
bum ; and by the noble Igdifference Kc fhew’d uponall

OCﬁ
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Occafions for Government and Grandeur, he chalk’d
himfelf out a Path to it; which was{o much the {a-
fer, becaule hefeem’d to be the more worthy of it;
yet, asan honelt Caretorecover his Patrimony, was
not at all inconfiftent with theDifintereftedne(s which
he valued himfelf for, he made ufe of this Plea to
arma good Number of his Difciples ; and having re-
inforced them with fome Succours which were fent
to him from Pyrchalim, he enter’'d Armenia, where
the Lands were that Ufum-Caffan had given his Mo-
ther for her Dowry, and took Pofleflion of them
by Force of Arms.

Turs firft Succefs, as well as the good Conditi-
on of his Troops, gave his Party Reputation, and
regain’d him a great Number of his Father’s old Dif-
ciples, who hadbeen obliged by his Misfortunes and
the Perfecution to abandon his Se€t: As they had all
along retain’d their Principles, they devoted them-
felves to him with themoreZeal. Being reinforced
by thefe new Soldiers, who lifted in his Army, he
went and attack’d the Caftle of Marmurilac, which
was full of Riches. After having forc’d and plun-
der’dit, he led his Army aguntt Sumach, the Capital
of Mefopotamia; which he alfo took, and gave the
Plunder to his Troops.

Tre Noifeot thefe firft Exploits made his Name
{o famous, and the Booty which his Soldiers had ta-
kenunder his Command, was fuch a Temptation to
the Populace of the neighbouring Countries, that
they camein from all Quarters to his Standard; and
as he found Arms in the Places he had pillag’d, to
furnifh a great Part of the Multitude who had none,
he found himfelf at the Head of 2 confiderable Army,
and in a Capacity to go upon greater Enterprizes than
the Attack of Townsand Caitles ; He flatter’d him-
felf from that Time with Idcas of the moft fhining
Fortune, and propefing to himfelf no lefs than the
entire Conqueit of Perfia; he carried his Army to-
-wards Tauris, which was then the capital City, h:md

where
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where Alvaate, lately placed upon the Throney as we
faid before, had his Refidence.

Tri1s Prince was but juft rid of the Confiifion
of aCivil War, in which he had beenengag’d with
Moratchan his brother, or as fome will have it, his
Son, who difputed the Crown with him, and who
having loft a Battle, fled out of the Dominions of Pers
fiaand Armena. The Perfecutions and Crueluics which
Alvante excrafed after his Victory, againft feveral of
the chief Families of Tauris, who had taken Part
with his Compeursi, gave [fmaela very fur Oppor-
tumty; forbeing intorn’d how il the King was be-
lov’dn that Ciry, where there wasfearce a Family but
had felt the Effeéts of his Vengeance, he hatten’d hus
March, and no fooner came before the Town, but
the Gates were open’d to him.  King A/vante, who
not expecting this Irruption into his Capital, wasde-
futute of all the neceflary Forcesto hold our a Siege,
and who kncw, befides, that he had as many Ene-
mies 1n the City as there weie Inhabitants, fled at the
Approachof the Army, and 1etit’d towards Armema.
Ifmael cnter’d with Triumph into Zawizs, without
ihedding any Blood, but that of fome of the fugitive
King's Guaids, who did not rike hafte enough to
follow him; fothat by the moft fortunate Event in
the World, he was immediatcly Maiter of the chief
Cuty of the Kingdom, without drawinga Sword.

NeverTHrLESs he was not lo puffed up
with his good Fortune, but that he confider’d,y that
as long as King Alvante was alive, he thould not be
abfoluten Pe; ia.  He made the more hafte to purfue
him, becaufe he heard that rhe two Brothers being
reconcil’d, to repel their common Encmy, Morat-
cham, who wasraifing Troops 1n 4/f+ia towards Ba=
bylony was preparing to go and jomn his Brother 4/-
vante, who wasalready at the Head of a great Army
in Armenia; Ifmael prevented them from joimung,
and having {urpriz’d A4lvante, defeated him in a Bat~
tle, inwhich the Prince !émfclf was kill'd, fighting-

at
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at the Head of bis Troops. Moratcham, who was
juft coming to ioin his Brother, hearing ot his Defeat
and Death, carried his Army towards Taarzs, 1n or-
der to take Poffeflion of it ;5 but Jfmael being in-
form’d of his Defign, met him half Way, totally
routed him, and put him to Flight. This wasnthe
Year 1499. which is reckon’d the Firtt of Z/mael’s
Reign.

MorATcuAaM retining for Protection to ladal,
King of Cappadocia, Ifmael entered that King’s Do-
munions the next Year, v#z. 1y§0o. with an Army of
70000 Mcn, but had no great Saccefs, his Forces
fuffering there very much from the Severity of the
Seafon, and the Scarcity of Provifions. He returned
thither the Year following with an Army of 40000
Men, and defeated Aladul and Noi archam near Babylon.
Moratiham fled to the Sultanof Egypr, and returned
to Perfia no morc. Aladuly retived to Cappadocia s
and Jfmacl impioving his Victory, 1educed Babylon,
Mefopotama, and all the neighbouring Provinces to
hie Obedience.

I's» A EL having no more Enemies to think of]
mauched aganft the Albamansy the lberians, (now the
Geoi gzans,) and the Tartdrs, who for four Years pait
had not pard Tribute to Pes fia, to which he cbhiged
them agan to fubmit.  Then he turned his Aims a-
ganit the King of Samascand,avery powerful Prince,
and gumed a more fignal Vitory over him, than all
he had won yet, which alarmed the Sultan of Egypr,
and chcn the Giand-Seignior, who was then Bara-
zet IL

HEe warred with him, and Selym his Succeffor
The fisft War was only carried on between theirLieu-
tenants  In the fecond, Se/ym came in Perfon, and
took 7.y 15 from ffmael 5 but at the Noife ot his Ap-
proach, Selyim was obliged to retreat with Precipita-
uon; and, though he had the Advantage over /fmael
by Mcans of his*Artillery, in which the Turks, at
that time, were much better skilled than the Per/; s,

he
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heloft {6 many Men 1n this War, and the Janizanes
were fo dilcouraged at it, that they feared nothing fo
much as that they fhould be obhged to make War in
Perfia.  Asthe Turks had the Advantage n Artillery,
{fmael had better Troops than Lis, which were fo zea-
loufly and inviolably attach’d to him, that, during
thefe Wars, though a great Number ot Dcierters
came from the Turks Camp to that of the Perfans,
who weic by that Means informed of the State of the
Enemy’s Army, never any Perfian deferted from =
mael’s Camp to that of the Turks. Morcover the Per-
Srans were prepoflefled wnk fo mgh an Efteem for 4/
maely that they looked upon hinasa Man altogether
divine, thought they haanothmg to fear while they
fought under his Orders, and braved the greate{t Dan-
gers, and Death itfelf, with an unthaken Intrepidity 5
fo that he held out to the very laft, aganttall the Ef-
fortsof the Turks, who could never recover anInch
of all the Ground that he had conqueied. He died
m 1y2y. at forty-five Yearsof Age, a quiet Poffef-
forot one of the largeft and moft powertul Monar-
chies i the World, and reputed oncof the greateft
and mott faous Kings that ever ruled in the Eaft.
He left four Sons, of whom Thaias the Eldeft, that
we aiec now to treat of, was his Succelfor in the
Thioue, the three others having had each their par-
ticular Appanage, asfcttled by 4/mael.

THAMAS,

Son of LsMA &L, fecond King of the Family of the
Sophies, in 152¢.

ER E we to judg~ of this fecond King

Ci’ of the Sophies, according to the Piture
which Olearus, and {ome otheis, have drawn of
him, he was a very forry Original : But Bizarus,
in his Huftory of Pgrféa, and Chalcondile in tha?-
2 o
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of the Vurks, give us a better Charalter of him,
though they agree as to theFaults which others charge
him with. ~ To form a folid Judgment of this Prince,
"us neceflary to confider him 1 two Views, narely in
Peace, andin War. In the firft of thefe Views, he
was a very bad King, covetous of his Subjects W ealth,
commtuing the molt crying Acts of Iréjuthce, from
the Tempration of triing Profit, and abandoning
the Government wholly to his Minifters, while he
devoted himfelf entirely to Eafe and Pleafure, thutup
in his Haram, where he was once ten Years together,
and never went abroad.

B u r if we confider him in the fecond View, that
istofay, in the Times of Difturbance and War, he
willbe a very great Gamner 5 for though he had no in-
trepid Valour, norall the Capacity ot Jfmael his Fa-
thery and though the Zurks took Babyion from him,
with Mefoputainsa and Affyria; yet he conduéted him-
felf Likeanable Princein his Wars 5 and if he had but
behaved as well i Tune of Peace, he would not have
been much o blame.

THaMas wasbut eighteen Years of Age when
he fucceeded to the Crown in 1525, He had three
Brothers, 17:cas, Becs amy and Sormifa, each of whom
had us Appanage fettled on them by the King ¢herr
Father.  #Helcashad for his Share Affyria, and Mefipo-
«ania, waththe City of Babylon. Becram, had Me-
diay Geoigiay, and Albama, toward the Cafpran-Sca.
Sorimifa had Parthia, wiich is now the Province of
Cor afun,

By il thefc Appanages were joined afterwards
to the Crown of Perfra, by the Death of thofe Princes.
I lelcazvevolung during the Wars wath the Turks, .was
taken by the ‘f'roops of the King his Brother, who
put himito Death : Thamas got 11d of thefecond Bro-
ther after the fame Manner, for fear he fhould rebel ;
and-the third died 2 natural Death.

T anas raigned mine Years, without any con-
#iderabic Warto catly onabroad: Butin 1734. Soly-

’ man,
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man being partly encouraged by Ulaina, a Perfian No-
bleman, and Brother-in-Law to Thamas, who came
to hum for Proteétion, marched with his Armiy, a-
gantt Pesfay and advanced as far as Taurss, which he
took without committing any Diforderin it. From
thence he advanced to Swlzama, a City which was for-
merly the Refidence of the Kings of Pe fia, and which
Tamerlane had ulcd very 1ll.  Solyman 11. haltiag for
fome tume inthe Neighbourhood of that City, was
diflodged from thence by one of the moft fuiious
Storms that Huftory makes mentionof.  He returned
towards Afys14, “vhere he made himfelf Mafter of
Babylon, and caufed himiclf tobe crowned King of
Pes fia by the Cahff of that City, to whom that Fun-
¢tionappertained in Quality of Soveaicign Ponuft of
the Mahometan Religion.  After this Conqucit, all
the Ciues of Affyria and Mefopotamia, opened their
Gates to Solymany who alfo reduced Curdifian, and
Diarbeck under his Obedience.  He {pent the Win-
ter at Balylon, und with the Reinforcement of the
Troops that came to him from Egypt and Syi14, he
rcturned towards Tanyis. Thamas, who took Poft
that City after Solyman’s Departure, marched off at
the Approach of the Army, as he had donethe Year
before, andretired to the Mountins to watch for an
Opportunity of furprizing the Encmies Ay But
as heleft Taurss this Year 1735, he made fuch gicat
Spoul in all the neighbouring Provinces, that the Kne-
my’s Army being almott ftarved, was obhiged to quit
Perfia.  Thamas, who was again juft entered into Tuu-
715, where Solyman had laid all Places wafte this fecond
Time, gavethe Command of his Troops to Deliment,
a brave Caramsnian, who purfued and overtook the
Turks near Beths, onthelcft Side of the Lake of Van,
upon the 13th of October, where furpnzing them in
the Diforder of a Retreat, vthen they leaftot all ex-
peéted 1t, be cut them n Pieccs, and ganed one of
the compleateft Viétories over them, that the Pes-
Jians ever had over the Zurks. Though Solyman had

C3 taken
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taken Affyriaand Mefoposamia fiom Pesfia, thelc Con-
iucf’cs cott him fo dear that herepented he ever an-

ertook them 3 and at his Return to Conffantimople put
to Death Ibrabim Pacha his Favounte¢, who had been
the Inftigator of that War. *Tis reckon’'d that out
of gooooo Men, who paffed the Euphrates to attack
Perfiay not 8oooo returned to Conflantinople.

ArTER this Lofs, Solyman left Perfia, and Thamas in
Peace t1ll 1748. whenthe War broke out again be-
tween thofe two Powers, upon Account of Bajazet,
Sonto Selyman, who fled for Refuge to Perfia, and
whom Zhamas would not {furrender to Solyman, when
he demanded him. Solyman took the Field with an
Army of 200000 Men. Zhamas, who had above
100000, having obtained of the Portugucfe, at that
Time very powerful in 4fia, a Body of 10000 Men
of their §3t1on, with twenty Pieces of Cannon,
met with the Turks on the Bank of the Eupbrates,
whom he attacked 1n Perfon, and by the Valour of
the Portuguefe, enurely defeated. Solyman himfelf,
who was wounded in this Battle, loft 130000 Men
there, befides feveral Thoufands, who died, ertherof
their Wounds, or of Poverty and Mifery w the Re-
treat. This Barttle was fought in 1740 A Peace was
concluded foon after at the Expence of Bajazet's Life,
whom Thamas, at the Demand of Solyman, put to
Death. This Turkith Emperordying in1§y6. was
fucceeded by his Son Selym I1. with whom Thamas re-
newed the Peace he had made with Solyman. Aftairs
remained in that State all the reft of the Reign of
Thamas, who died in 1976. aged about Sixty-eighe.
He was of amiddle Stature, very robuft of Body, had
atawny Complexion, and pretty wide Lips. He fixed
his Refidence at Casbin, abandoning Zaur:s, which
had ever been the Metropolis of the Kingdom, and
the ufual Seat of the Kings his Predeceffors, What
gave him a Difguft of that Place was, that as it lay
near Ardevil, where he wasborn, hedid not care to
bein a City, where he might be often put in Miad l?f

the
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the mean Condition of Schsch- Eidar his Grandfather.
He nommated for his Succeflor Carday Mirizes, the
third ot bhis Sons, a Youth of feventeen Years of Age,
whom he wenderly loved, and who was already as
Licutenant-General to the King his Father, over all
the Kingdom But the Perfian Grandees, who did
not like this Choice paid noRegard to 1ty and offer-
cd the Crown to Codabende, theeldeft Son, who was
at that time 1n the Province of Csrafan. But he 1c-
tufing 1t, they gave 1t to ffmael, the fecond Son of
Tiamasy of whom we are now to give an Account.

ISMAEL IIL

Son of THAMAS, Third King of the Famly of the
Sophies, in 1§75.

E. was forty-three Years of Age, and aCtually a
Prifoner, when,uponthe Refufal of Codabende,

his elder Brother, he was placed upon the Throne.
This Piince, who dchghtc&n Wai, m which he was
well verfed, and very forttinate, had oppofed the En-
terprizes of the Turkyb Pachas, who, notwithftand-
ing the Truce betwixt Per fa and the Grand-Seignior,
took the Liberty to make {everal Incurfions e the
King’s Territonies.  He beat them 1n threes confide~
rable Rencounters; 1none of which hecutin Preces
the Troops of the Pacha ot Erzeron, who narrowly
elcaped withhis Lafe.  Inftead of placing thefe Aéh-
ons to the Account of his Scrvices, they went for
Crimes at Court, where Macffum Bech, who did not
care for him, and had the Ear of Thamas moie than
any other of his Mimfters, putan odious Conftruchi-
onupon them, byreprefenting to the King that /-
mael's raifing Troops, and making War of his own
Head in a Time of Truce, was{omething too prefu-
mung for a young Prince, who could do nomoref he
i Ca hat
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had the Scepterinhis Hands.  He addded that ffnael
already thought humi=lf independent ; and in order to
give the King his Father fuch Proofs of it, as might
aftonith him, he put into his Hands {everal of this
young Princes Letters, whereby he follicited the Go-
vernors of the Places in his Neighbourhood to join
with him ina War againft the Turks, notwithftanding
the Truce. There nceded nothing more to alarm the
fufpicious Temper of the Father, who by the Advice
of his Minifter, caufed the Prince fmael his Sontobe
arrefted, and clapped himup in the Fort of Kabkac,
near Ai devil, the fame where Prince Heleas, the King’s
Brother, was Prifoner, when he was put to Death.
Jfmael was kept under ftri& Confinement there feveral
Years. TheKing his Father, who loved him, and
did Juftice to his Merit, wastempted {everal Times to
reftore him to his Liberty, and would have done it,
if thofe fame great Qualiuies which he efteemed him
for, and the Affe&tionot the People, who were ex«
treamly prepoflefled in his Favour, had not made him
jealous that he would dethrone him. This Surmife
made the greater Impreflion on the King, becaufe it
was artfully fomented by the Great Men of the Court,
and by the Governors of the Provinces, who were
jealous of Ifmael's haughty proud Spirit, and afraid
that if ever he cameto ﬁe their Mafter, he would turn
them out of their Governments, and put his Confi-
dents in their Places. Mean while the King his Fa-
ther, afrad to do any Thing more for him, endea-
voured at leaft to make his Prifon comfortable to him,
"by fending him very pretty Women. Butthe Prince
pever went near them ; and fent to acquaint the King
his Father, that for his own part he was very eafy un-
der his Confinement ; but he did not Inow whether
he thould have Fortitude enough to bear theImprifon-
ment of his Children, incafe ﬁc had any ; and thathe
had rather have none, than live io fee them miferable,
Tothisheadded, that Pleafures of that Nature were
not calculated for Men reduced to that State of Slave-
54 which he laboured under. THIS
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T u1s was the Ddpofition of his Mind, when he
was tranflated on a {fudden from a Prifon toa Throne;
which when he afcended, he verify’d what was for-
merly faid with Refpeét to Tiberius, that Princes who
come to 1t by fuch Steps are generally cruel.  For he
began his Reign by putting his Brother Caidar Mirsfes
to%eath. Then being curious to difcover which of
the Grandees had periwaded the King his Father to
keep him fo long in Prifon, he made ufe of the very
Stratagem that Ufum-Caffan had formerly employ’d
with Succefs to catch his eldeft Son, who was inRe-
bellion againft him : Hc thut himfelf up for a few Days
in his Palace, and would fuffer none but fome of his
moft trufty Domefticks to fee him. After fome time
he ordered them to give out that he wasdead, andto
make all the Ceremonies and Preparations ufually made
inthe like Cafes. Every thing fuccecded to hns{foh :
Thofe who were difaffcéted to him, thinking him
really dead, did not diffemble their Senniments with
regard toa King from whom they thought they had
nothing more to fear. The King who had his Spies
and Eve-Droppers, was informed of every thing ;
and, as foon as he appeared againin publick, cauled
fome to be taken up, whiledthers, confcious of thewr
Guilt, ran away to the Extremiues of rhe Kingdom.
The King, being informed of 1t, prefently mounted
his Horfe to purfue them with what Cavalry he had.
The Turks, who knew that he was advancing to the
Frontier, werealarmed, and conftruwng his March as
a Declaration of War, took theFicld, and made In-
curfions into the King'sTerritories.  Ifimael was vexed
at this Difappointment ; and that he might not have
two differeng Wars to carry onat the fame time, one
abroad againft the Tarks, the other at home againtt the
Great Men, becaufe of the Jealoufy he bad given them,
he put fuch of the latter as he n.oft fufpeéted to Death,
and prepared fora War with the Turks; duning which
he was pofoned by his Sifter Perfadeoncona, at the la-
fligation of the Great Men of the Kingdom, and of

his
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his own Brothers, whodreaded his Cruelty. He died
n 1577

MAHOMET CODABENDE,

Son of T AMAS, andelder Brother to Ismaer II.
fourth King of the Family of the Sophies, m 1577.

F T ER the Death of Ifmael I1. the Great Men
of the Kingdom f{ent another Deputation to
Codabende, who {till remained in the Province of Co-
raffany to prefs him toaccept of the Crown. Hceex-
cufed himfelf fora Time, butatlaft yielded to the vi-
gorous Inftances of the Deputies, and repairing to
Cashin, was there proclaimed King to the great Sats-
fattion of the whole Kingdom, which wasvery much
prepoflefied in Favour of a Prince,whom they thought
the more worthy of the Throne, becaufe he had re-
fufed it.

AvuTHors {peak {o varioufly of him, that ’tisa
hard Matter to forma certain Jud}:gment of him. Bi-
zaras who wrote his Hiftory in the Lafe -time of this
Prince, {peaks of him in Lzb. x1. as of a King who
Eropofed to himfelf to imitate fuch of the Kings, his

redeceffors, as had the Honour of the Kingdom, and
the Augmentation of its Power moft at Heart. Olea-
riusy who travelled in Perfia in the Reign of Sefi his
Great-Grandfon, and about fifty Years atgtcr his Death,
pretends, that the Perfian Authors fay, onthe contra-
1y, that never Prince held a Scepter with more Indo-«
lence ; that his whole Delight was to thut himfelt up
in his Palace, and to fpcng his Time in Gaming‘,Vand
with the Ladies ; that he had no good Succefs in War;
and that the Enemies of the State, that istofay, the
Turks on the one hand, and the Usbecks on the other,
taking the Advantage of his Weaknefs, took away fe-
.veral Previnces from the Crown, which they kept du-
ring
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ring his whole Reign.  Chalcordiie, w hen he mentions
his Acceffion to the Ciown, givesyery near the fame
Account of lmm; but when he comes to Particulas,
heisinmore than one Inttance almott as favourable to
him as Brzarus

T u £ R E's all the Appearance in the World that he
had the Sentiments which Bizarus aicribes to him;
and 'tis certain, that if he had been as efferminate and
filly as the Author and his Enemies reprefent him to be,
he could not have conduted himfelf with fo much
Skill and Suzcefs, ashedid 1n the War which he was
engaged 1n with the Zzrés, during the whole Courfe
of isReign. *Tistrue, tharashe had naturally weak
Eyes, nct from ared-hot Plate of Gold held agamtt
them by Order of his Brother /finael, (for neither Bi-
zarusy nor Chalcondiley nor Olearus, {peak of 1t,) but
from a Defeét of Nature, orfome Fir of Sicknels, he
carried on the War agamft them more by his Lieutc-
nants, thanby himfelt, and gencrally fhut himfelf up
in his Palace 5 which perhapsis the I{cafon that he was
reckoned, though unjuftly, to be a Prince of fewer
Abilitres than he was really pofiefled of.

H £ began his Reign with the Death of three of his
Brothers, who fled away prefently towards the Turks
Fronuer; but heallur'd them to Courr by fine Promi-
fes, and then put them to Death. Beingengaged
a War with the Turks, in the very firft Year of his
Reign, he gave the Command of his Army to his eldeft
Son, who immedmately tock from them the City ot
¥ an, upon the Confines of Armena, and ganed a great
Viétory over themin 1577.

H £ afterwards obtained another more confiderable
Vitory near Babylon, where, ’tis faid, the Zurks had
70000 Men killed.  They loft 8oooomore upon ano-
ther Occafion ; when, however, the Perfians dearly
purchafed the Viftory by the T.ofs of 44000 Men on
their Side : But they retook the City of Szamach,
which the Turks had lately taken in Schirvan, a Pro-
vince that lies on the Weft Side of the Cafpian Sea.
This happened in 1578, Thus
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T u e Turks received another more fatal Shock the
Year following. "They had fent 25000 Hotfe and 7000
Camels toaPlain abounding with Forage, inorderto
refrefh them, with 30000 Men to guard them. The
Perfians who were but four Days March from that
Place, beinginformed of the Negligence and Security
to which thofe Troops abandoned themfelves, went
and {urprifed theminthe N }g ht-time, and gave them
fuch atotal Rout, that, 'tis faid, ncither Man, Horfe,
nor Camel efcaped.  Mufapha, the Grand Vifier, who
commanded the Ozfoman Army was recalled to Conffan-
tinaple, and being depofed, was hisown Executioner.

SiNaNPacHAa, who fucceeded him, was fent
to Perfia to command the Army. Butasa Grand Vifier
likes better to ftay at Conflantsnople, than to have an
Commiffion, how honourable foever, hewas {o pref-
fing for his Return, that by the Favour of a Perfian
Ambaflador, who came to his Camp to make Propo-
fals of Peace to him, he obtained Leave from Amwrath
I1L. vo return to Conflantingple, and to carry the Perfian
Ambaflador thither with him, which he did in 1482.
Mabomet Pacha, who was fent 1n his Place, was not
more fortunate than the other Generals who ferved in
that War before him. Hewas entirely routed in Geor-
gia by the Perfians and Georgians 1n Conjunction, and
loft all his Baggage. Chalcondsle lumfelf owns all thefe
Advantages of the Perfians over the Turks, who indeed
took fome Places from them, but paid very dear for
them by the great Number of Men they loft uponall
thofe Occafions, and others afterwards ; from whence
’tis natural to infer, thataPrince who was capable of
carrying on {ofharpa War, and with fo much Succefs
as Codabende did, during his whole Reign, was notfo
contemptible as fome Hiftorians have made him. He
died in 1485. and left threc Sons. The two firft
reigned a few Months only, and the Third, who was
Abas the Great, many Years. Moft of the Authors
who treat of theXings of the Family of the Sopbies,
make no Mentionof the two former, and confequent-

ly
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ly do not rank them in the Number of Kings. Butl
theught fit to give them that Place upon the Autho-
rity of Olearsus, who having refided fome Time at the
Court of Perfia, ninc Y ears after the Death of Schab-
Abas the Great, could not but be well informed of
what he fays relating to the Fate of this Prince’s two
elder Brothers.

EMIR HEMSE,

The eldeft Son of Cop ABL.NDER, Fifth King of the
Famsly of the Sophics, : 178y.

E fucceeded his Father as the Eldeft of his Chil-
dren; but /fmaclhaving gained the Grandees of
the Court to confent to his Death, caufed him tobe
murder’d in his very Chamber by Aflaffines, who in
the Difguife of Women deceived the King’s Guards.
Olearius {ays, he reigned eight Months, as well as //-
mael his SuccefTor ; which wou’d make a Year and four
Monrths forboth: Wherein he manifeftly contradiéts
himfelf ; becaufc Ly making Abasthe laft of thethree
Brothers to reign the {fameYear that Codabende died, i. e.
178y. ’usimpoflible that his two elder Brotheis fhould
have fixtcen Months Reign between them. All that
can be faid, 1s, that they reigned a very thost Time;
but how long, cannotbe cxaé.%!y determined.

ISMAEL III

Second Son of CoD ABENDE, Sixth King of the Fa-
mily of the Sophies, 158y

H E was no fooner got upon the Throne by the
Murder of one Brother, than he thought to fe-
cure the Pofleflion of 1t, by difpatching his youngeft

Brother
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Brother Airza A%is 5 but he was prevented by the lat-
ter’s Governor Mur/ched-Kuli-Kany, who being fenfi-
ble that his own Life depended on his Mafter’s, en-
gaged fome Grandees of the Court todifpatch //macl;
and, for that Purpofe, they employ’d his Valet de
Chambre and Barber, who, while he was fhaving him,
cut his Throat. The Lords who were prefent at this
Execution, and Accomplices of it, killed the Valet
de Chambre that very Inftant to prevent Difcovery.
Thus /fmael’s Reign was almoft as thort as his clder
Brother’s; and he let the Crown to .4bas, who tool:
Pofleflion of 1t without any Rival.

ABAS the Gjeaty

Thiid Smof CoD ABENDE, and Seventh King of 1he
Faunly of the Sophues, i 1§8y.

H1S Pince in the Life-time of the King his
Fathei, refided at Herzy, or Herary, w Town of

Coi affan, governing what, belonged to Perfia in that
Piovince.  Codabende’s Prime Mumifter Mirza-Salmas,
who did not love himy and only meant to facrifice him
to the Intereft of the Prince Emsr Hemfe his Son-1n-
Law, made the King believe that 4bas was in Rebel-
hionagainft him, and mmed at the Crown; and advi-
fed him to goand befiege him i Heri, 1n order to make
fure of his Perfon. .4bas, who was informed of 1t,
and was always very fubmiflive to the King his Father,
fent him two Lords, who weie his trufty Friends, and
went and made an Offer to the King of their Heads,
in cafe that A4bas fhould appear guilty of the leaft Dif-
obedience. The Affair being tnictly examined accor-
ding to the Informations which the King ordered
throughout the Province, and Parts adjacent, Abas
was proved to be innocent, and the Prime Munifter,
oR
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onthe contrary, being found guilty, had his Head cut
off.

T H1s Prince was the greateft King that had been
in Perfia for many Ages; and his Memory 1s held inthe
higheft Veneration there to this Day.  He was but
eighteen Years of Age, whenheaicended the Throne.
Though at that Time he gave great Hopes of what he
would be one Day, he even furpaffed all Expeétation;;
and, excepting fome Ads of Cruclty, for which he
may juitly be reproached, he had all the Qualifications
of agreat Prince. He gave full Indication in the In-
ftances of hisReign, tliar he was not of a Humour to
be governed ; for Murfibed-Kuli-Kan, who had been
his Governor 1n bis Youth, and to whom he owed the
Crown, valuing himfclf too much on his Services,
and fhill pretending to controul him, rendered himfelf
fo odious to Abas, that this Prince, after having given
him the firft Blow himfelf, caufed him to be difpatched
by oncot that Lord’s Grooms, who came thither up-
on hearing the Noife, and whom the King rewarded
with the Title of Kan, and the Government of fHerat ;
and next Day he caufed all the Friends and Relations of
the Deceafed robe put to Death, that he might never
be uncafy under the Appiehenfion of what they might
do by way of Revenge.

T H E too crucl Severity which he exeraifed inthis
Inftance upon the Man to whom he had greater and
more fubftantial Obligations, than to all Men hiving,
convinced all the Grandees that they had todo with a
Sovereign that would govern by himfelf, and whofe
Minufters thouid be meer Mimiters, that;s to fay, al-
wa[s very dependant and fubordinate.

‘s NDING upon his Accelion to the Crown that
the Kingdom was very much watted by the Conqueils
which the Turks had made on one Side, and the Uséeck-
Tartars onthe other, herefolved from that Moment to
recover the Pofleflion of all the Provinces that had
been taken from 1t.  He began with the Province of
Corsffan, fituate onthe South-Eaft of the Cafpian Sea,

ot
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of which Perfiz had only a little Corner remaining,
where he himfelf had cotnmanded during his Father’s
Reign. He made himfelf Mafterof the greateft Part
of this Province to one End of it, from which he
obliged Abdulla, Prince of the Usbecks, to retire, by
forcing him back to Mefzar, or Mefched, a Place be-
come fo famous fince, by the Pilgrimage which this
very Abas eftablifhed thither, and which ferves the
Perfians inftead of the Pilgrimage to Mecca.  After ha-
ving ftaid 1n this Province three Years to confirm his
Doramion there, 4bdulla made an Effort to get into1t
again: But the Enterprize was fatal to him; for his
Army was entirely defeated ; and falling into the Con-
querors Hands, together with his Brother Zi/em-Kam,
and hus three Sons, Abas caufed all their Heads to be
cut off.

Ar TER having fecured Coraffan by this Execu-
tion, and by the good Order he eftablifthed there, he
turned his Arms againft the 7urks ; from whom he had
much more to reconquer, and who were Enemies
much more powerful, and more formidable than the
Usbesks.  Asto the Events of this War, I will noten-
ter 1nto a Detail which 1s not confiftent with a fliort
*Hiftory, and which would require a large Volume,
but fhall mention enough to give the Reader a truc
1dea of the Splendor and Power, which Schab-.Abas
then re-eftablithed 1n Perfiz, of which he was after-
wards, with juft Reafon, deem’d the Refforer.

It muft be {uppofed, 1n the firft Place, that the
Turks had conqueied from Perfia, fince the Death of
Ifmael 1. at leaft one hundred and fifty Leagues in
Length from South to North, reckoning from Taurss
to the Extremities of the Kingdom of Cater, and as
much more in Breadth, from the Weftern Coaft of the
Cafpian Sea to the Black Sea, that is to fay, asmuchas
they and the Mufcovizes have conquered of it in the late
Revolution. *Tis true, that they have now puthed
their Conquefts farther into the Heart of Perfia, where
they are Mafters of the Country, as far as Ama}:ll'm;;

whic
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which is above feventy Leagues South of 7auris; but,
befides the Wefttern Coatt of the Cafpian Sea, which
they don’t poffefs at this Day, though they were Ma-
fters of 1t at that Time, they had alfo taken from Perfia
the Village of Bagdat, or Basylon, with all Mefopota-
miaand Affyria.

ScHAH-ABAS retook all thofe Countries during
his Reign; and befides that, he conquer'd trom the
Turks a great many Places upon the Black Sea, and cven
a Harbour near Trebsfond. 'Hc took as many along the
Red Sea to the Ocean, reckomng from the Mouth of
the Euphbrates. Hetook Bal/ora inthe Perfian Gulph,
and carried his Conquefls fo far into Arabia, from
whence he thought to drive cut every Turk, that he
altually feiz’d Medina, a T own famous tor having been
the Refidence of the Prophet Mabomet.  He alio took
the Ifle of Ormus from the Portuguefe, and very much
weakened their Power in the /ndies.  In thort, confi-
der him only on the Foot of his military Archieve-
ments, he may pafs for onc of the greatcit Captatns
that ever was in Perfia.

B u T asby all thefe great Feats of Arms, he thewed
himfelf anable Soldicr, he difcovered that he had yet
greater Talentsasa Statcfman,%)y the Meafyres he took
to make himfelf abfolute in his Kingdom, and to civi-
lizeit. Hewasthe firft that, as we nfay fay, madethe
Ki{))és of Perfia free Men. .

HEN hecametothe Crown, Part of the King-
dom was, as it were, parcell’d among twenty petty
Princes, who had each the Sovereignty of the Coun-
tries they had ufurp’d, and fupported one anotherina
total Indcpendencﬁ on the Kings of Perfia. Thefe
Kings were not abfolute, as they have been fince :
They depended on the Grandees, and the Troops,
which though maintain’d at their Expence, prefcrib’d
Laws to them fometimes, depos’d them, and actually
took away their Lives.  Schab- Abas having refolved
to eftablitha Syftem of defpotick and arbitrary Go-

D ydnmens -
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vernment in his Kingdom, fuch asit hasbeen fince his
Time, he made it his Bufinefs to ruin the Veteran
Troops, and the antient Families of the Country. He
gaiw'd his Puint by the gradual Deftruction of the
Courtchesy trom whom thofe Families were defcended,
and of which confifted that Bedy of Miiitia which
was moft formidable to the Kings ; but he did not take
off the Mask in this Refpet, tllafter he had fill’d his
Court and his Troops with thefe People that inhabi-
ted the Northern Extremities oF Perfiz, as the Geor-
grans, and other adjacent Countries; for being origi-
nally Chriftians, they were naturally Enemies 10 the
Courtches, as defcended from thofe antient Zurcoma-
mans and Saracens, fo famous 1n Hiftory for their In-
vafions, and for all the Mifchiefs which they formerly
did the Chrifhians.  In the mean time he kept fair
with the Grandees, of whom he ftood 1n need in his
War he made againft the Turks.  But Sefi, his Grand-
fonand Succeflo, finifh’d the Scheme on that Side of
which he had only form’d the Plan.  Asto theancient
Militia of the Courtches, though 1t has {ubfifted ever
fince, yet the Kings of Perfiay, Succeffors of him
whom we are now treaung of, hath always kept that
Body fo much under, ynut they were never in a Condi-
tion to give them thelaft Uneafinets  From himalfo
they learn’d, according to the Method of the Tur ks,
to truft the Mimftry and great Offices of the King-
dom, in the Hands only of Foreigners, who being
ongmally Slaves, are not attach’d by the Ties of
Blood, either to then Equals, or to the Grandees of
the Kingdom ; fo that the Government which was
annently very temperate, is by his Management be-
come defpoti k and ablolute to fuch a Degree, that
1t may be faid, that there is mor, peihaps, in the
Unwverfe, a King that is more Maiter ot the Lives
and Fortunes of his Subje&s, than was Schab-Abas
and his Succefo1s.

Ix
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IN the Midft of fo much Glory and Power, {o
great and {fo well eftablifh’d; he had the Misfortune
to entertain unjuft Sufpicions of his own Children.
Of three Sons that he had, he caus’d the Eyes of the
two Youngeit tobe bored out, referving the Eldeft
nam’d Sefi Myrza, tobe his Succeffor 3 but this young
Prince having a Son nam’d Sen-Afurza, Schaiz-Abas
who faw Sefi-Mirza of Agetofucceed him, and did
not doubt, but the Grandees to whom he had render’d
himfelf odious, during the whole Courfe of his Reign,
would affift the young Prince to dethrone him if he
fhould offer to undertake it, thought he could notbe
fafe againft Alarms, but by putung him to Death.
The Blow was no foouer ftruck, but he forely repens<
ted 1t.  He thut himfelf up for ten Days in a dark
Place, and thed Tearsinceffantly . He put on Mour-
ning fora whole Year, and during the Remainder of
his Life, wore the plameft Habits, without any Or=
nament.

I~ 1629. he fellinto a dangerous Fit of Illnefs, and
finding his End drawing near, he nominated for hig
Succeflor, his Grandfon Sam-Mirza, charging four
of his Prime Officers, that h¢ could moft confide 1n,
to inftal im 1n the Throné ¥ter his Death, apd to
make him take the Name of Sek, whichavas thé Name
of his Father. Thofe Lords telling4fim at that Time
of aProphecy which fome Aftrologers had made, that
this young Puince would reign but three Months at
moft ; Let him reign as_long as be can, {ays he, though
32 be but three Days; I fball be glad of the Affurance,
that one Day, at leafty be will have that Crown upon bis
Head which was due to the Prince bis Father.

W it H this Grief for the Death of his Son, he
expir’d about the Clofe of the Year 1629. with the
Reputation of one of the greateft Princes that ever
reign'd in Perfla, and leaving to his Succeflors fuch
Examplesand Leffons as mott of them have made 2
very ill Ufeof. Hedied at Ferabad in the Province of
Mazanderany to the South of the Cafpian Sea, ir‘own

D2 hick
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which he had built on the Sea-Side, and the Place
which he del:ghted in moft throughout his whole
Kingdom. He was fixty three Years of A‘;c;c, and
hadieign’d forty five. But it may be obferv’d in the
Condutt of the dghvans, whoare now Mafters of the
Kingdom, that by deftroying the Nobility of Perfis
and the antient Militia of that Nation, they have on-
ly follow’d the Maxims and Example of Schab-Abas,
and that they have treated the Modern Nobulity juftas
Schab-Abas, and Schab-Sefi his Succeflor, did the an-
nient Nobility and the Coartches.

SEFI,

Sen to the Prince SE¥1-M UR 2 A, and Grandfon to
Abas the Great, the Esghth King of the Famnly of the
Sophies, in 1629.

EFORE the Reign of Schab- Abas, the Chil-
dren of the Kings of Perfia appear’d at Court
with Freedom. They weic alfo employ’d, and had

Governments given them when they came of Age.

Butafter the Death ot Mirz.e-Sefi, who was a Sacri-

fice to the Jealoufy of the Kung his Father, this Prince

alter’d that Method, afd‘caus’d his Giandfon to be e-

ducared T aManner which was afterwards a Rule for

the Educauon'®€ all the King’s Sons, that 15 to fay,
he kept himthut up inthe FHaram, where he had no

Converfation but with the Eunuchs. He was only

taught to 1ead and wire 5 and all his Daverfions were

thooting with the Bow, andriding uponan Afsin the

Gardens.  Scbab-Abas was fomuch on his Guard a-

gainft this young Prince, though he was of too tender

Ycars to undertake any thing againft him,that "us faid,,

that for fear he had more Wit than he with’d himto

gavc, he made hum take Opium every Day to ftupify
im.

WHETHER Schab-Sefi had Memorials and In-
ftruétions from the King his Grandfather and Prede-
ceflorf tocusoff she chief Men of the Kingdom, or

whether
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whether he followed the Cruelty of his natural Tem-
per, ’tis ccrtain, that there has not been in Perfia a
more cruel and bloody Reign than his. *Tisfaid that
he came mnto the World with two Hands fuil of Blood,
and that Schab- Abas prognofticated from thence, that
he would live to barhe his Hands 1in Blood ; which
was but too much verified in the Scqucl.

He began his Cruelties with an only Brother,
whofe Eyes he caus’d to be bored out. He caft
headlong from a Rock, his two Uncles, the youn-
%er Brothers of his Father 427 za-Sefi, the fame whofe

Lyes Schab-Abashad bored out, and kept Prifonerin

a Caftle. The Redon he alicdged was, that thofe
Princzs being bhind, werethergjore good for nothing
in the World. Hchkewife put to Death not only
fuch of the gicat Loids, as he s any Manner fu-
{pected, but alfo many of thofe that were the moft
artached to his Family, and who having been the chief
Minulers of the late King his Grandfather, had the
greaeit Share of lus Efteem and Confidence.

IsuarLrL not enter mto alonger Detail of the
Cruclties, ot which his Reign was one continued
Sertes They had sendered um fo odious even to
tholc who had moft \ccefs th yim, that they confpired
againtt him i hus very Huak; and ip~ié Mudft of
his Wivesand Concubine, 1t wagrlolved to porfon
him: And the Thing wascxecuted ; but the Quality
or the Dofeof Podonnntbeing ftrongenough to do
his Bufinefs, hewas no {ooner cured of s Illnefs at
two Months End, but after great Enquiry he found
that the Poifon had been prepared in the Haram, and
that his Aunt, the Widow of onc of the chief Offi-
cersof the Court, whom he had put to Death, had
formed the Confpiracy, and condued it through.
The Night after he was informed of all thefe Particu-
lars, termble Shrieks were heard in the Haram, and
pext Day it was known, that, after he had ordered-a
great Ditch to be made in the Gardén, he had buried
there all alive forty Women that had a Hatglinglic.

3 Con-
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Confpiracy; of which Number, ’tis {aid, his own
Mother was one; and that ir was only to cover the
Horror of this Fatt that 2 Report was fpread at the fame

Time, that the wasdead of the Plague.
BestpEs, this Prince had no confiderable Virtue
that would counterballance his Vices; for,though he
retended to Courage, there was more of Rathnefs
fhan true Valour in hys Military Conduét 5 and though
in the firft Years of his Reign, he caufed the Turks
to raife the Siege at Bagdat,and took Erivanby Storm,
he was more obliged for thofe Exploits to the Capaci-
ty and good Conﬁu&: of his Generals, than to his own
§killand Prudence. He lofttwo of the moft impor-
tant Places of tus Frontiers, Candabar and Bagdat,
the one on the Eaft, and the other on the Weft, mere-
lybyhisown Folly. The Reader will find in the firft
Part of this Work how he loft the former; and I
f;mll here acquain: him how he came to lofe the o-

ther

THEeRE wasat Bagdat a very worthy Governog.
named Sefi-Kuli-Kan, orginally of Armenia. This
brave Commander had before held out twa Sieges a-
gainit the Turks with Sygeefs, and ftsll commandedin
the Rlace, when Amzftb, the Grand Seignior, came
to belfege it 1638..4 Schah-Sefi, inftead of trufting
to aMan of his&pericnce for the Defence of this
mmportant Place, thought fit to fend one of his Fa-
vourites thither, to whom he gave the Government
of it. 'Theold Governor finding him{elf turned out,
to make Room for a worthlefs young Fellow, was {o
fenfible of the Affront, that he chofe to rake Peifon
rather than furvive 1t, and made his Wife and his Son
do the fame. The Garrifor, to whom their old
Commander was dear, had no Courage to fight ua-
der the Command of anew one ; but, rebelling again#t
bpni)capxtulatcd with Amurath for the Surrender of
the Place; which he had ne fooner entered, but he
ut all the Perfians to the Sword. Thus did Bagdat,
Rick was taken by S¢bab-Abgs from the Turks tv:{cnty
cary
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Yearsbefore, relapfe into their Hands, where it has
remain’d ever fince.

W n e N Schab-Sefi fucceeded to the Thorne, he
was fo chilled by the Opium which his Grandfather
made him to mix with his Food, that the Phyficians
preicribed the Ufe of Wine to give him Warmth.
Hetook fuch a Fancytoit, that’rwasone of his grea-
teft Pleafures to drink to Excefs ; and lus Cruelty was
ncver more to be dreaded than when he was in
that Conditior. He meddled very hrtle with At-
furs of the Government, paffing his whole Life with
his Bottle, his Wives, orin Hunting, fo that had it
not been for the namerous Crueltics, which ftained
his Reign with Blood, 1t would have been fearce per-
ceivable that heever was King  He died 1642. after
2 Reign of twelve Years.  His Dearh s aferibed to
a Debauch of Wine; but he had rendered himfelf fo
hateful ro the Court by his Cruelties, that it was al-
ways believed the Poifon bad help’d to carry hum off.
He was of 2 muddling Stature, very well made in lus
Perfon, and had an Airof Good Humourand Huma-
nity n his Phyfiognomy, to which all his Actions
gavethe Lye.

(h 3
. Y
ABAS IPF-

Sonof SE¥1, the Nmth King of the Race of *the So-
phues, m 1642,

H IS Prince was but thirteen Years of A gewhen

he camero the Throne, after having rana great
Hazard of being for ever incapacitated to fucceed his
Father. Schab-Sefi, whofe Cruelty was fuch, that it
did not fpare even his only Son, ordered one of his
chief Eunuchs, upona certain Day, without telling
him the Reafon, to run the Iron over .4bas’s Fyes:
His Inkention to be fure was that the Iron fhould be
xed-hot ; byt as he did not exprets it fo, the Kunuch,
D4 who
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who had Compafiion of the Princc, and imagined
that the King having no other Heir, would one Day
be forry for the Oider he had gwen, only run the cold
Iron over the Princes Eyes, and told the King that his
Order wasobey’d. Mean tume the Prince, being in-
ftru¢ted by the Eunuch, afted theblind Manfo much
to Perfetion, that 1t was really believed he had loft his
Sight.  When Schab-Sefs found himfelf on his Death-
Bed, and that he wasaftually dying, he was {orry that
by depiiving his Sonof Sight, he had depriv’d him-
felf ot the only Heir o whom he could leave the
Crown. Ashe wasextreamly afficted for it, and faid
with what Satisfaction he thould have died, if he had
buta Son to {ucceed him, the Eunuch feeing him al-
moftready to expire, affured him that he hada Secret
toreftorc the Punce to his Sight, and that he would
proveitto him by bringing i 1nftantly before him.
T'he King, traufpor tcg at this News, fent immediate-
lzonc of the chict Lords of hisCourt, named Ali-

wli-Kan, along with the Eunuch to bring the Prince
to hum, whofe Sight gave him fo much Joy that 1t

1olonged his Lire ull next Day.

T1e Ragn of dbas 11. was very different from
that of husFather; andgt may be faid, that next to
Lmacl 1. and Schab- Abds the Great, Perfia never had
a better King oRrhed amily of the Sophres. Notbut
that, like him, he was too much fubjeét to Wine,
and commutted fome Aéts of Cruelty, but abating a
few Excurfions, of which he might juftly be re-
proached, he fhew’d himfclf, during the whole Courfe
of his Reign, truly worthy of the Crown he wore.

A's he wasbur thirteen Years of Age when he took
the Scepter into s Hands, e left the Government of
the Kingdom to his Motherand to dthemar Doulet, an
old Man of near fourfcore Years of Age, in whom
that Princefs repofed all the Confidence that could be.
Things went on very quictly for the three firftYears,
ol Fani-Kan, themoft powerful Lord at Court, who
wasadeclared Enemy to the Prime Minutter, putting

o a
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a wrong Conftrution upona Word that the King had
faid, went to the Minifter's Houfe, and killed him as
by ‘Order from the King. His Mother, who was in-
cenfed to the laft Degree, and thought herfelf n-
fulted by fo daring a Stroke, preffed the King to re-
venge it. This Prince, who was then but fixteen
Yearsof Age, was fan to diffemble; and inftead of
punithing Fans-Kan, he gave him the Office of the
Deceafed, with the Forfeiture of his Eftate ; and two
Days after he made him Generaliflimo of Per/a, which
put 30000 Men under his Command. Perhaps this
new Mmifter might have fupported himfelf longer,
notwithitanding the Hatred which the King's Mo-
ther bore him, and notwithftanding all the Influence
the had over the King her Son; but having formed a
Confpiracy to force the Haram, and to kill that Prin-
cefsin1t, the King being informed of it, caufed him
and his Accomplices to be maffacred next Day in the
Council-Hall, when they expefted nothing like it.
Tavermer alcribes this Faét to Schah-Sefi : But Sir
Jobn Chardiny who was much better informed, and
more exact in all Refpeéts than he was, puts it to the

Account of Schah-Abas. |
T n1s young Prince having cftablithed his Autcho-
rity by this vigorous Stroke, took the Reins of Go-
vernment into his own Hands. "% Tz w=. but cighteen or
nineteen Yecars of Age, when he went to befiege Can-
dabarywhich in hisFather’sR eign had been furrendered
to theGreat-Mogul. He retook 1t with the whole Pro-
vince, which furroundsit, and kept it ever afterwards,
notwithftanding all the Efforts ot that famc fudias
Empero1, who caufed it tobebefieged feveral Times,
but always i vain, by Armies of 300000 Men. He
was fo much confounded at 1t himfelf, thatncither he
nor his Succefiors dared afterwards to attack it.
W hich in thefelatter Times has proved the Misfor-
tuneof Perfin; becaufc, if Candabar hadbeeninthe
Hands of the Great-Mogul, the .ghvans would ne-
ver,



36 Introduttion; Or, A fbort

ver have attempted to conquer the Kingdom as they
have done.

Twue farther §chab- Abas advanced into his Reign,
the more was he beloved by his Subjefts, and the moie
feared by his Neighbours.” Heloved Juftice, and had
no Mercy for the Governors, and other publick Offi~
cers, who abufing their Authority, opprefled the
People; of whieh feveral Inftances may be feen in Ta-
vermer. He had a great and noble Soul, was very kind
to Strangers, and openly proteted the Chriftians,
whom he would not Eavc in the leaft molefted for their
Religion, faying, That none but God was Mafter of
their Confciences s that, for bis own Part, be was only
Governor of Externals; and that all bis Subjefts being
equally Members of the State, of what Religion [oever
they were, be owed Fuftice to them all alike.

H e gave a full Proof of thefe Sentiments upon
this Occafion: A Perfian having ftabbed an drmenian,
for having feen him take out of the Bafinof a Mo/gue
one of thofe I"ifhes which they look upon as facred,
becaufe they belong to the Mofque, was abfolved for
a fmall Matter by the Sedre, or High-Prieft of the
Kingdom, who judged yhat the 4t mentan was killed
jutly. But Schab-.A4bgs was of another Opinion;
and, in Contemptof thHeridiculous Argument of the
High-Prieft, whapfetended that totake a confecra-~
ted Fifh was a Crime which the firft Comer had a
Right to punith with Death, he feverely reprimanded
him, condemned him to pay a Finc to the Armentan’s
Family, and caufedthe I\/Furdcrcr to be punithed.

H e was but thirty-feven or thirty-eight Years old
when he died. He was then in the Vigour of his
Age, and had formed a Defign to extend the Fron-
tiers of his Kingdom on the North Side, and had adtu~
ally made fuch Preparations for the Execution of 1,
that his Succefs was not doubted. His Troups were
numerous, and in good Condition; and had found
Ways and Means to heap up Wealth, without put-

'*ing hus People to the Expence. The Secret he }:id
made
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made ufe of for this Purpofe was, not to fill up cer-
tain great Pofts when they became vacant, burto put
the great Sallanes thereto annex’d in his Exchequer, a
Picce of Oeconomy which was worth above twelve
Millions a Year to him. But Death overtook him
in the Midft of hus great Projeéts; forhe fell fick at
one of his Pleafure-Houfes, about two Leagues from
Damagan, aCity of the Province ot Zeter-Efloon, or
Tabarsflony as ’us called in the Maps, and after four
Months languithing under the Venereal Difeafe, he
died the 2yth of Seprember 1666. leaving two Sons,
the Eldeft about twenty Years of Age, named Sefi-
Mirza; and the youngeft, who was Eight, named
Hamzech-Mirza; but he appointed neither of them
for his Succeffor.

SOLYMAN,

Son of Awas I the Tenth King of the Race of the
Sophues, 1 1666.

Q RAS II. having not tixed his Succeflion upon ei-

ther of his Sons, there was a Confultation which
of the two to choofc for his Succzflor. A greatCouncil
was held upon it in the very Camp, which was pitched
round the Caftle where the King died; and this be-
fore his Death was not known to any but about eleven
Minufters and principal Officers of theArmy that com-
pofed the Council, and two Eunuchs of the firft
Rank, thatwere prefentat his Departure out of the
World.

A s "us always more advgntageous to thofe who are
in Place to have 2 Minor King tor their Sovereign,
thanone thatis of Age to govern, all the Suffrages
were unanimous for giving the Crown to the younger
Son, whom the King had brought along with him,

aid
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and who was thenupon the Spot. And inorder to
colour over the Injaftice done to the Eldeit, 1t was
Erctcnded with a feeming Probability that Schab-Abas

ad deprived him of s Sight. The Foundation
for it was, that when the late King fet out upon his
latt Journey, inwhich hedied, heturned back again
to Ifpahan, whenhe was but eight Leagues from 1,
with 2 vety few Attendants, and enter’'d the Haram

rivately, without being feen.  He 'was there but two
F-Iours, and it was remark’d, that he came outvery
penfive. This had given Caule to fuppolc, that he
only went thither to deprive Mirza-Sefi of his Sight.
The Conjeéture, though well foundzd, prov'd falfe.
However thofe who affifted in the Council made a
Handleof 1tto exclude the Eldeft, and to proclaim
the Youngeft, who had the Generality of the Suffra-
gesy when Mubageck- Aga one of the two Eunuchs who
were prefent at the Coniultation, and from whom it
was leaft expected, in that he was the Governor of the
Prince whom they made Choice of, caus’d the Electi-
on tomifcarry. Though he had no dcliberative Vote
in the Aflembly, yet he{poke with Courage, and fta-
king tis Lafe upon ity thag Sefi- Mirza had not loft his
Sight, hc {o vigoroufly reprefented to them the In-
Juttice done to a Prince of his Age, to prefer his youn-
ﬁer Brother, who wasbuta Child, before him, that

¢ turn’d the Refolution that was enter’d into in Fa-
vour of Hamez- Mirza, and in a Manner forc’d the
wiole Affembly to choofc the eldeft.

T u e Thingbeing thus refolv’d on, the Council
appointed Deputics to carry the News to the Prince
Sefi-Mirza at I/paban, which was one hundred and
forty French Lieagues from the Place where the King
died. The Deputies made this Journey with fuch a
Dafpatch, thatthey arnv'd at /fpakan n feven Days,
wz. thefecond of Oftober. 'The Chiefof the Depu-
tation having defired to {peak with the Prince from the
King his Father, whofe Death was not known, there

was
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was a great Alarm at the Haram, where it was fuf-
peced that the King fent an Officer of the firft Rank
from a Place fo far diftant, only to take away the
Prince’s Lafe, and 1t was near an Hour betore they
could pluck the Child from the Arms of his Mother,
who thought they were going to put him to Death.
At laft the Prince coming out of the Haram,the Chief
of the Deputies fell on his Knees before him, and pad
due Homage to himas his King.  He wasinflall’d and
crown’d, and was refolv’d to keep his old Nameof
Sefi. 'The Deathof the old King, and the Corona-
tion of his Succeflor, was not known n {/pzban ull
the next Day, and the Army decamp’d, 1n oider to
return to the Capitaly without having heard 2 Word
of the Death ot Schab-Abas, or of the Elettion of
Schab-Sefi, tll they were far advanc’d upon the
Road.

THovuGH at firft he retain’d his old Name, he
chang’d 1t two Years after, uponan Occafion that [ am
now going tomention. The Debaucheries of Wine
and Women having very much impan’d his Health at
the End of two Years, the Phyficians not being able
to reftore it, laid the Blamewupon the Stars, accufing
the Atrologers of having fot chofea happy Date for
his Coronation.  This Opinion, ridiculous as it wasy
prevail’din a Country where they have mighty Faich
m Aftrology. TheKing was crown’d again; and a-
bandoning his old Name, he took that of Solyman,
which he went by to his Death. He was fo ftrong
and robuft, that withthe Gripe of his Hand he bent
Gold Cupsof the Thicknes of a Crown Priece, till
both Sides met. Sir Fobn Chardin favs, he had feen
and handled feveral of the Cups which this Pnince had
fo bent.  But this Prince 8egencrated very much from
the Virtues of his Father 8chab-Abas I1 and made
his Reign remarkable only by a thoufand Inftances of
Ciuelty, the bare Mention of which 1s thocking
Whenbewasin Wine, orin Wrath, no body about

him.
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him was fure of Life or Eftate. He caus’d Hands,
Fect, Nofe, and Ears, to be cut off, Eyes to be pluck’d
out, and Livesto be facrificed, uponthe leat Whim
that took him; and the Man that was the moft in his
Favourat the Beginming of a Debauch, was general-
ly made a Sacrifice atthe End of it Thus 15 the Cha-
racter givenus of him by Suwr Fobn Chardin, who was
in Parta Witnefs of what he relatesas to this Matter.
Perfons thought their Lives in fuch Danger whenever
the approac%’d him, that a greatLord of his Court
faid, W hen he came from hus Prefence, T5at be always
feit 3f bis Head wasleft ffanding wpon bis Shoulders. It
was under this Piince, that Perfia began to degay.

H e thought {olittleikea King, that whenit was
reprefented to hin what Danger he was in fiom the
Turksy who when they had made Peace with the Chri-
ftians, would come and attack his fineft Provinces, if
he did not put him{elf in a Condition to repe! them,
he anfwer’d very indifferently, that he did not care,

rovided they left him Z/pabas. He died about the
End of Fuly 1694 leaving two Sons, the one Hu/-
ferny the other Abas. He was forty eight Years of
Age, and hadreign’d twenty eight.  Gemell fays he
was fifty three, and had reign’d thuty; buthe 1s mi-
ftakeninboth. Solyman wasbornin 1646. according
to Chardin, who was at Ifpaban atethec Time of his
Government. He came to the Crown 1n 1666. and
not in ¥664. as Gemelli fays, who does not feem to
be fure of what he advances, and who, though he
pretends he was at Schab-Huflesn’s Coronation, did
not fo much as know the Name of this Prince, whom
he always calls Schab-Offen.

B
S

HV§
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HUSSEIN,

Son to SoLYMAN, the Eleventh and Lafi King of
the Family of the Sophies, 111694,

S this Prince’s Reign is _the chicf Subje& of
A the Hiftory of the late Revolution, ’tis fuffi~
cient here only to name him in the Succeflion to the
other Kings of his Family.

A D-



ADVERTISEMENT

Concerning the M AP,

H A v E caufed a Map to be engrived, which is

far from being crouded with Names, and veiy
proper for this Hiftory the Planof 1t; becaafe Ihave
endeavoured to avoid aFauit that 1s but too common in
Chartsof this Nature, viz. the {welling them witha
gicat Number of Towns, and other Places, not men-
troned 1n the Hiftory, and leaving out thofe thatare.
As the Map I exhibitis only calculated for this H.fto-
1y, I have not troubled myfelf to fet down any Places,
which are not nam’d in‘t; but as to thofe thatare
treated of, whether they be Cities, Towns, or Vail-
lages, Ithink I have omitted none, at leaft, of fuch
whole Situation I was able to determine.

T m A x & this Exception becaufe, asthe Memoirs
of another Peifon were my Guide, I could not avod
the Mention of fome Places I found in thofe Me-
mours, though their Situation was not plainly enough
Komtcd for me to give them their true Place in the

lap. Such for Example 1s Ksoc-Kilan, a Canton of
Arabia, where Maghmud, in1724. made an Expedi-
tion that was very unhappy for him ; and the Province
of Baftyac, to which’tlsfaid the Prince Myrza-Sefs,
the cldeft Son of Schab-Hu/ffein is retired. The Au-
thor of the Memoirs probably thought thefe Names
as well known abroad, asin Perfia where he wrote,
and therefore faid no more of them; but as Idon’t
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fiad any Trace of them, eitherin the Maps or the Ac<
counts we have of thefe Countries, I choferatherto
leave thetn out of my Map, thanto fet them downat
random. For the fame Redafon I have omiitted the
Towti of tuli, of which the Author fays nothing
more, than that’tisa Town inhabited by Armenidns.
But thefe People are difperfed into {o many different
Cantons of Perfia, that a Man muft be 4 Conjurer;
unlefs he had been uponthe Spot, to know where to
place the Town of Akuiz. ‘

A s to Karabegia, which is not mentioned neither
by that Natre 1t the Maps, it ftands for all that Coun-
try which lies between the Rivers Kur and Aras,
which are the Cyrus and the Arazes of the Antients.
I have not marked the Town, becavfe I would nov
make the Map too broad ; butI have reprefented one
End of the Lake of that Name, which will fuffice
to fix it, becaufe it lies to the South-weft of that
Lake.

Wuere I have faid that Machmer-Hali was
Prince of Hacvufa, I thought I Had fufficiently de~
termin’d the Sitvation of that Province by takin
Notice that it bordered upon the Province of the Agh~
vans of Flafara, who are Neighbours to thofe of Cazne
dabar. ThePofition ot this fingle Town fixes thofe
other Cantons.

[ 1 avE gwven a larger Extent to the Province of
Mafanderan, on the South Side of it, than is’ gene=
rally given in the common Maps, which I thought
make 1t too narrow : And my Reafon foritis this: Sir
Fobn Chardsn, in his Coronation of Solyman, faysy
 That from //paban to Damagaan, (the fame Town
¢ that the Maps call- Damgan,) a City which lies at
“ the South End of Mafanderan, or Tabriflan, ‘tis
¢ twelve Days Journey ; and that from Damagaan to
¢ the CafpranSea’tis nine,” which is three Quarters of
the Diftance ﬁox;é[{jmhm to Damagaan. Now, as this
Province is cantraéted i téxc Maps; we fcarce findita

Quartes
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Quurter Part of the Way from Damagaan to the Caf-
pran Sea, thatitis from Damagasanto Lfpaban; there-
fore it muft necefiarily be fuppofed, that this Province
extends much farther to the South than is laid out
in the Maps.

I # A vE not marked a Scale of Milesin the Map,
bacaufe in fuch narrow Limuts as I have given it,
*twould be very difficult to make a juft Computa-
tion of the Diftances, efpecially with Regard to the
Towns which are but half a Leeague at moft from /-
paban, the Diftance of which I have taken Notice
of inthe Hiftory, much more exaétly than it was pof-
fible todo itinthe Map.  Befides the Degrees of La~
titude and Longitude will fupply that Dete&.

A s the Reader will be glad to fee, at one View,
all that the Turks and Maufcovites have conquered in
Perfa, and what hitherto remains to them, aswell as
what remains to the Sultan 4/zraff, Ihave taken care
to inclofe what belongs both to the oncand the other
with particular Points.

THE
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Revolution in Perfia.

AF the Revolution of Perfis has been fo
#Y aftomihing, Whentaken only inagenes
L 13l View, 4nd according to the very
3 1mperfe€t Ideas we can form of 1t from
§ thc Gazettes and other publick News
d =¥ DPapers, we may affirmy it will aP%E:lEr
ftill more amazing, when we come to give a particulat
Account of the remote Caufes and Events that pre-
par’d theWay to 1t for above twenty Y ears, and which
ut laft brought ittoa final Iffue, tothe Advantage of
a Handful, as wemay callit, of Barbarians, who ex-
pected no:hmé like 1t, and always thought it 4 chi-
merical Projeét to attempt to dethrone this fame King
of Perfia, whom they have depos'd, adit wére, with-
out defigning it. -

TH1s isa Myftery that cannot well be cx&lqnd
without going back fo the Beginning of his Reign.
As to his Charaéter, he}as the moft human, andthe

2
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beft temper’d Prince, but the weakeft that ever go-
vern'd Perfia : An& his Misfortunes are a Leffon that
good Nature and Mumanity, when carried too far,
and unattended with the Knowledge and Virtue necef-
fary fora King, degenerates into %aﬁardy, which is
much more hikely to make a Prince defpis’d than be-
lov’d, and that if Revolutions fo extraordinary and
flagrant as this of Perfia, are not always the (?'onfca
quences of fuch Contempt, ’tis only becaufc there are
not Perfons of fufficrient Abthties at all Times, and
in all Countries, to lay hold of the Opportunities,
and at the fame time, ambitious and refolute enough
to run all the Hazards of 1t.

* Schab-Solyman, the Predeceflor of Huffein, left but
two Sons that were 1n 4 Capacity to fucceed him, and
both by different Mothers. The eldeft was called
Mirza-Abas, and the youngett Huffern, who fucceed-
¢d 1n the Manner we are now going to relate.

Huflein’s Mother had two other Sons, one that was
older than him and the other younger  Solyman having
put the eldeft of them to Death, the Mother wasa-
fraid the youngeft would have the fame Fate, thera~
ther, becaufc when he«came to have a Notion of
Things, he abandon’d himfelf fometimes fo far to a
Refentment for his Brothet’s Death, as to tax his Fa-
ther with Ciuelty.  Sheimagined too, that Arts were
ufed to provoke him, to make him talk more than was
proper ; and in order to fnatch him from the Misfors
tune that had beteav’d her of her eldeft, fthe {fent him
away fo privately from the Haram, (or Seragho,) that
no Body knew afterwards what became of him. Thus
she fav’d her Son, but was made a Sacrifice to her
'T'endernefs: 'Whether it was that Solyman, asis gene-
rally belicv’dy put her to Deathy from afufpicion that
ifhe, and none Eut fhe, had promoted the Efcape of
this young Prince, and from an Apprehenfion that it
mught occafion a Civil Wai, or whether, as fome
have pretended, (ke threw herfelf headlonginaFitof
Madoefs from the top of the Palace. 5

p 3
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B v this Means none but Mrzg- Abas and Hufein
were left 1n a Capacity of fuclcgsing Solyman, who
after his Paffion was over for ti€ Efcape of Huffern’s
younger Brother, which had occafion’d the Death of
the Mother, chang’d his Rage 1nto a Compaffion and
Love for Hyfferny and cnt'crt‘uninfg a more favourable
Opinion of hum than he had before, he ordered that

reat Care fhould be taken of his Education, which
%e had very much negleéted lutherro, and that no Coft
fhould be fpared to educate him 1na Manner worthy
of aPrince.

W n E N Solyinau died, he was fo well ddpos’d to
Huffeny that his not appomung a Succeflor at his
Déath, canbealcnb’d to noother Caufe, but his ex«
cefiive Tendernefs for him; forinithort, nothing but
his ftrong Byafs to Huflern could weigh with him a-

anit the Ment of Mirza-Abas, who by the Confef=
%on of all Mankind, was much fitter to fucceed him
10 the Throne than Anfen was, who by Reafon of the
Deformity of hus Body, was always looked upon as
tacitly excluded trom all Hopes of the Crown. This
young Prince, though handiome enough ia other Re-
fpefts, had Legs that weig montftroufly crooked, and
withal was 1play-footed. Hc‘wns boin, moreover,
without any Ambition or Pailion, 2nd lov’d Retire-
ment and Solitude to fuch a Degree, that they com-
monly gave him the Name of Dervefp.  Andei
he abounded with Zcal and Piety 1n the Exercies of
hisReligion, being wholly intent upon the Reading
of the Alcorun, and difcovering as much Modetty n
his Behaviow, asProbity in his Sentiments; all Vir-
tues of intnnfick Value, and fufficient for a private
Man, but which alone cangot make a Princea good
Prince, much lefsa great one.

O ~ the contraty, Mirza-Abashad ali the neceflary
Qualitses for2 great King, e wawell thap’d, ro-
buft, hadanoble Air and Inclinaul(_))ls, delighting on~
ly nbodily Excrcifes, efpecially of the military l&nd ¥

E 3 which
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which might be ufied in the Haram, wherein the Song
of the Kingsot Peria were train’d up.

THouGH every Whing feem’d to plead for the
Choice of this Prince to be his Succeflor, yet Solyman
would not determine himfelf in this Refpeét, and only
faid to the principal Eunuchs'that furrounded him, and
who towards the Clofe of his Reign, had got great
Footing m his Government, and had render’d thems
felves very powerful, that he left it to them, andthe
other Grandees of the Kingdom, to canfider which
of his two Sons, for whom he had an equal Affcction,
was beft for their Purpofe ; that if they were for a
Martial King, that would always keep his Foot mn the
Stirrups, they ought to chufe Mirza~Abas; but that
it they wifh’d for a Eeaccuble Reign, and a pacifick
King, they ought to fix their Eyes upon Huflosn.

Tuus did Schah-Solyman, through a I’ ollg and
Imprudence, of which he did not forefee the Confe-

uences, but which coft his Pofterity the Lofs of a

ingdom, abandon the Choice of his Succeflor to
Perfons who were interefted to choofe out of the two,
Princes, not hum that wasanoft capable of goverming
the State, but him that was the fitteft and moft dif-
pos’d to let them govern hm.

B g1~ 6 abfolutc Maftersof the Fate of the King-

om, and of the Fortune of the two Princes, they
rrotshefitate long about the Choice.  Mirza- Abas
had Inchinations too fublime, and a Soul too great for
them to expect much Complaifance from him. They,
were even afraid of him already; and by fome Sar-
cafms which indifcreetly dropp’d from that young
Prince, againft the exorbitant Power of the Eunuchs,
they had Reafon to judge, that he would be tor clip~
gng their Wings. On «the other Hand, Hufemn’s
randmother, by the Mother’s Side, who hadagreat
Party in the Hardtr, and who a&ted vigoroutly for her
Grandfon, found\go Difficulty to gain the Eunuchs,
by the Affurasices fhe gavethem, even upon Oath, to

make him their Friend. A
™
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At the fame time an Intereft whs fecur’d with the
Minifters and principalO flicers,whp had not only been
accuftomed for moit Part, at leflt during the latter
Y ears of Solyman’s Reign, to foffow the Impreflions of
the Haram, and robuckle to the Eunuchs, who were
Lords Paramount, but had more Inclination fora quiet
peaceable Government, than for a tumultuous warlike
Reign, fuch as that of Mirza-Abas could not fail to
be.

T urs Prince, though the moft deferving of the
Crown, was therefore excluded from it ; and while
they were proclaiming and inftalling his Brother, they
fecur’d him, by pumnég him under ftriéter Confine~
ment than he was fubject to before in the Haram. But
for all the Inftances that the Eunuchs could maketo
oblige the new Kingto bore out his Eyes, as his Pre-
decetlors ufed to ferve theirr Brothers, he would never
permitit, butalwaysoppofed it, not only from a Sen-
t:ment of Humanity, butinPurfuance of an Engage-
ment which the two Brothers had made with one ano-
ther. For when they were firft put to reading in the
Alcoran, they both {wore upon that Book, which i
their Gofpel, that which foever of them fhould be
King, fhould not fuffer thg Eyes of the other to be put
out ; but that, on the contrary, he thould content
himfelf with keeping him under a {trong Guard, and
procurc him the moit agreeable and comfortable Ac-
commodation confiftent with Imprifonmen
'what proves that a Sentiment of Humamty had zs
great a Share in this Moderation of Schab- Huflein as the
Tie of an Oarh, is, that he behaved with the fame
Kindnefs to his other youpger Brothers, though he had
made no Engag=ment with them.

I'muft obierve here, as to thofe Princes of the Rlood-
Royal that are kept in the. Haram, that it muft not
therefore be imagined that they are educated amongft
Women, orin Voluptuoufnels. When they are come
to feven Years of Age they are takca from the Care of

Women, and lodged in feparate Quarters, where even
E 4 their
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their own Mothejs are not fo much as permitted te
come to fee theny without exprefs Leave from the
King. Every one %f thofe young Princes has two
Mafgters oneto give them Learning, and the other to
form their Mamners. Thefe two Mafters are always
Tunuchs, for no other Man.comes near them. Thcg;
are fhut up in Gardens, the Walls of which aic fo hig
that they never can fee the Sunat its Rufing or Setting.
Taftead of being brought up in Delicacy and Idlenefs,
they are kept to hard Meat, and fhinted to bare Ne-
ceflaries, without knowing any Pleafure, unlefs the
King in 'his fpecial Grace 1s pleafed to indulge them.
However, theyare permittc(f under the Colour of Di~
verfion, and for Bodily Exercife, at cerrain Hours, to
throw a fort of Javelin, which they call Girid, and
which they duceét againft a Butt, or to thoot 1n the
{fame Manner from the Bow ; but they are never al-
Yowed to mount a Horfe

BesipEs the two Tutors juft now mentioned,
they are allowed a third, when they come to the Age
of about Fourtecn, whole Care 1s to form them to
Piety, according to the Difcipline of the Alcoran ;
for ill they have attain’d that Age they are deemed un-
clean, and, asfuch, though they are befides taught to
read, they aie debarred from reading the Alcoran, as
well as from ufing the Prayers ordered by the Law 3
becaufe, “t1s not prefumed, that till they come to thofe

exi0, they are capable of gwing all the neceflary At-
tention, nor of preferving all the Purity which is pro-
per for fo holy anExxercife; and becaufe the leaft wan-
dering of the Thought, or Indecency, though it be
involuntary, is, according to them, a f{ufficient Pro~
fanation. Nor do they ufe, during their Childhood,
thofe legal Ablutions wﬁxch the Mahometans are obli-
ged to before their Prayefs, and which are always the
neceflary and indifpenfible Preludes of all their Religi-
ous Exercifes ; oY do they begin to pratife the Ablu-
{ions enjoined bycheLaw uill after their Circumcifion,
whichisasthe eal of the Mahometan Religion, and

which
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which is not cfed in Perjia before th Age of Fourteen.
At that ume the Funuch, who fc; ves as their Moulah,
that 1s to fay, Doétor orChapl;ln, makes them read
the Prayers five times a-day, accordingto the Law of
Mabomet, each of which Prayers is preceded by the
Ablutions that are required, by Means of which they
reckon themfelves punfied fromall Sinand Filth. The
Moulzh, who inftructs them, audibly and diitinétly

ronounces the Words of the Prayer, whichtheyare
Eound to repeat after um 3 but after he has done, thc{y
arc allowed to lengthen their Prayers, if they have fo
much Devotion. Many of thefereclufe Princesdo it,
who renouncing all Manner of Senfuality and Pleafure,
ftick clofe to the Reading of the Alcoran, and to
Prayer 5 and in their Retirement lead the Lives of
YFruars and Dervithes.  As to their Nourithment, 1tis
very frygal : Qf three Meals which they make in a
Day, the moft confiderable, which is their Supper, 1s
only Rice, and their Drink is Sherber, which ferves
the better to digeft it. At the two other Meals, in
which they have only Bread, Fruit, Cheefe, fome
Sweet-Meats, and Coffee, they drink nothing but
Water. Their Habitsare gs plan as their Food : They

ut on but two Suirsina Year, theoneat the Vernal
golﬂ:icc, the other at the Autumnal; and they are only
made of a Woollen Stuff, fiom whence fome derive
Sophy, the Name of the Royal Family, whichygghe
Pcrfian Language figmfies Wool.  Theyareallow’d,
sndeed, afort of Fur-Lining to the Suit, which is gi-
ven them for the Autumnal Solftice ; but’tis no more
than Lamb’s Wool.  They pafs the Night in {eparate
Chambers, abeut which there are Eunuchs that always
walk the i{ounds, and whick relieve one another in
Turns to watch while they ileep.

W B EN they are come to eighteen Years of Age,
theyarc each allow’d a Womax, who s chofe without
Regard to her Birth or Condition ; i) fay allow’d, be-
caufe they cannot defpofe of her as they pleafe 3 for
thofe Women are fhut up malittle Haram by them-

{elves,
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felves, where thc&arc guarded by black Eunuchs, that
don’t allow the Prinres the Liberty of going to them
asoftenas they havey Mind toat.  But for fear left the
Princes of the Blood Tkould multiply too faft, byMeans
of the Women that are allow’d to thofe Princes, the
Eunuchs who had Charge of the Women, made it
their whole Care to choole none but barren ones, or
thofc whom they had the Secret to render fo, unlefs
upon Failure of the Branches of the Royal Famuily,
the Neceflity of providing Succeffors obliged them to
do otherwife. Schab- Abas 1. firnamed the Grest, who
died1n 1629. after a Reign of forty-four Years, and
who was not only the greateft King of the Sopby Kace,
but one of the moft able and wifeft Monarchs that
ever rcigned, was the firft that eftablithed the Cuftom
of keeping the Children of the Kings fhutup, foasto
have no Commumication with thole without Doors,
during the Reign of their Father. Hefaid, thatit was
not proper to expofe them too much to the View of the
People, who generally worfhup the nfing Sun; and
that befides, as Kings ought to be more jealous of their
Crown than their \g’\’ivcs, they ought to take no lefs
Precaution to preferve the one than the other. He
added,that as aThing not kaown gives noTemptation,
the Children of Kings, bred up n this retired Way,
lived content in it, and without Ambition, and were
fo thoroughly inured to1t, that fomctimes they prefer-
Fe=—+—t0 all the Splendor of Regal Grandure. This
was the very Cafe of Prince Mirza-Sefi, one of the
Sons of the dethroned King, who being taken out of
the Flaram before the Troubles, to be put at the Head
of Affaurs with the T1tle of Lieutenant-General of the
King his Father, over all the Kingdom, had not en-
joy’d that Place above three Weeks ora Month, but
bemng furfeited with a Grandure, and a Way of Living
to which he had not beenufed, he defired Leavetore-
tire on Pretence pf Painsin his Head, and fhut himfelf
up agamn in the Harpm, to berake to his former Courfe
of Life. A
8
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A s the Daughters of the Kings ¢f Perfiaare total-
ly excluded from all Right to the Crown, as well as
their Children; and as i this RA(peét, they are not
capable of gving Umbrage, tifcir Fortune 1s much
happ:er than that of the Princes their Brothers. For,
thou_h they ai¢ confined under the Guurd‘of the black
Eundchs, that narrowly warch ther Conduct, yet
they are brought up 1n other Refpets with much lefs
Severity, and far more Liberty, with Regard to the
Pleafures and Amufements confiftent with the Del-
cacy of theSex, whicharenot denied them. When
they are marriageable ihey aic matched to fome of the
Grandees of the Kingdom, tothe grcat_Momﬁcatjon
of the latter, who, 1nConfequence QF iucb Marrage,
and out of Refpeét toan Alhance of fo highaRank,
are obliged to content themfelves wath their Wives,
and to abftain from the Ufe of Concubines in their
Hayams. 'This weretolerable, however, if the Chil-
dren born of fuch Marriages, could from thence ac-
quirc any lawtul P1ctenfion to the Crown, at leafton
Falure of Hars Male; but, even 1 this Cafe, they
would have no more Claim to it than the laft Man in
the Kingdom. I thought this Digreffion ona Point
not much known, would ‘not be difobliging to the
Reader; and now I return to my Subject.

Scu au-HussE1N, wasno foonerfeated on the
Throne, but the Eunuchs, not fatisfied with having *
choft a Prince of his foft Temper, narrow Spinty 4fid
almoft natural Incapacity of feeling the Yoke under
wihich they intended to keep him, were for making
{uter ot him, by infpiring him with fucha Guit for
Dcbauchery, as thould give himan Averfion to Bufi-
nefs. But they found tlgmc moie Difficulty in it, be-
caufe the very firft Action with which this Prince be-
gan his Reign, fecmed to lay an invincible Obftacle
againit the Defign they had forn:ad.

Hi1s Head being Fu{'l of thofe Notions of Regula-
rity, and fevere Dufciplin€y which he had imbibed
from the Alcoran, during his Rctirement, and.in

' which
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which he confirmad himfelf yer moreafter he came to
the Throne; and this byiuch an Attachment to the
Reading of the fud Rook, asf{eemeda little ftrangein
aKing, and got him the Nick-Name of Moulah, or
Parfon- Hufesn, hethought himfelf under an indifpen-
fable Obligation to prohibit the Ufe of a Liquor which
was forbid in the Alcoran with the utmoit Severity.
Therefore heiffued out an Ediét abiolutely prohibiting
the Ufe of Wine; and not content with having made
the Law, he was the firft Man to thew an Example of

utting 1t in Execution; for he caufed all the Wine-
Q/'eﬂ'cls to be brought out of the Cellars of his Palace
into a publick Square, and there tobe ftav’d in Pieces.
His Precaution extended fhill farther, and to take away
all Poflibility of tranfgreffing, he forbad the Armemans
of the Suburb Zulfa, who ufed to furnifth the Wine,
to bring any more in for the future, though inneverfo
{malla Quantity, on the Penalty of the entire Forfei-
ture of the Delinquent’s Ertate.

A s the Grandees of the Kingdom, and the Court
Lords, who had been accuftomed to drink Wine,
which was tolerated in P-7fiz ever fince the Reign of
Schab-Abas the Great, i. ¢. for above two hundred
Years, were frighten’d at the Severity of this Edi&t,
the Eunuchs were more terrified from another Motive.
They knew that aremperate King would not be al-
wagsled by the Nofe ; that he would not fail to apply
himfelf to Bufinefs if he had nothing to dwvert him
from it; and that after forming himfelf to it by D=~
grees, it is impofhble bur he would open his Eyes at
length, and fhake off the Yoke which they defigned
to keep him under. There was no other Method to
ward off the Blow, but by reftoring the Liquor which
the King had prohibited, thanby purting him undera
fort of Neceffity of tafting it himfelf. They imagi-
ned that he could not withftand the Temptation; and
that when he had once tafted of it, he could notdo
withoutit. The Eunuchsundertook it with the more
Confidence, becaufe there was no Body at Court but

what
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what withed well to their Defign, the King being the
only Perfon concerned to oppofe it. 'The Difficulty
was to find out fome Byafs in oypder to make the At-
tempt without any Rilque, and without the King's
taking Umbrage at it. The Eunuchs applied for this
Purpofe to the King’s Grandmother, by the Mother’s
Side, to whom he partly owed his Crown, and for
whom he always hadavery great Value and Tender-
nefs. They brought her into their Views, without
much Difficulty. Having accuftomed herfelf all her
Life long to the Ufe of Wine, fhe was mortified at
the new %d:& ; and very glad, on the other hand, of
an Qpportunity to do a Pleafure to thofe whom fhe had
been obliged to for having pluced her.Grandfon upon
the Throne. It was therefore concerted betwecn
them, that the thould feign herfelf fick ; and that
when the King ¢ame to fee her, ashe would not fail to
do when he was informed of her Illnefs, the thould
give him tounderftand, that f he valued her Life, he
muft permit her todnnk alittle Wine, that being the
only Remedy, inthe Opinion of the Phyficians, that
could relieve her.  The Succefs anfwered the Expetta-
tion. TheKing, alarmed art the pretended dangerous
Condition of his Grandmother, wasfo{way’d by Pity,
that, though it was Midnight; hefent an Exprels im-
mediately to the Armentans of Zulfa for fome Wine.
Thefe Wine Merchants thinking it was a Bait laid for -
them, declared, thatasthey had not dared to ket zay
fince the fevere Prohibition Jaid upon them by the
King, they had not a Drop left at his Service. As
they knew not where to have any, and as the Perfons
who had favegi any, were far from ownng it, for fear
that fuch a Piece of Complaifance, how well taken
foever it might be at that Junéture, might hurt them
anothpr Day, it was hinted rothe King, that perhaps
he might find fome at the Polsfh Envoy’s, who was
then at Court, and whofe Charafter exempted him
from obferving the Laws It happened accordingly,
and the King pouring it out intea Cup, prefented it

with

b
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with hisown Hkis to his Grandmother. This cun-
ning Lady, who snew her Leffon, refufcd at fift to
tan=the Cup, faying, thatthecould not refolve with
herfelf todrink Wimne if the King himfelf would not
tafte 1t firft 5 and when the Prince excul d himfelt ‘'rom
the Precept of the Alcoran, fhevery1exdily told him,
that the Chara&er with which he was vefted, puthun
above all Manner of Laws; for ’tisa Maxim among
the Perfiansy Thar Kings are [ubjett to no Law 5 and that
wwhatever they doy they commit no S1n. She then put him
in mind that all his Anceftors and Piedeceflors, fince
the Great Schab- Abas had not only drank Wine, but
alfo permitted the Ule of ittoalltheir Courtiers; 41d
really, conunued the, how could they poflibly, with-
out {ucha Support, have boin the whole Weight of
the Affars of fovalt an Empire? And bow could he
himfelf bear up under the Faugues and Difquictudes
of Government, if he did not duletty the Bitterncfs
of 1t by the Ufe of that dear generous Liquor? She
added, that for her Part, fhe was vety fenfible nothing
but Wine could prolong her Days; but that, weieit
to fave her Life, the would never make Ule cf it, if
Fe himfelf was not the firft to fet her an Example.
The King could not ftand aganft {o prefdinga Soli-
citation, and drank alarge Cup of it, which infpired
him with a certain Bitsknefs that he had no Notion of
Qeforg; and hetook fucha Fancy to it afterwards, that
he abandoned himielf entirely to 1t, infomuch that it
was rare to find him fober, and capable of attending
to the minuteft Affair of Government. ’Tistrue,in-
deed, that, after his Pilgrimage to Me/zaz, which we
fhall have Occafion to mention hereafter, a Pilgri-
mage which he undertook by Way of Devotion, to
vifit the Tombs of fome famous Saints of his Seét, he
did not drink Wine to that Excefs asbefore. But this
Amendment came too late, and he was from that time
fo befotted by the Excefles he had been guilty of in
that Way, and fo buried in the Pleafures of his Haram,
Yhat he would not by any Means kear the Mention of

Bufinefs,
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Bufinefs, but left it all to the Difcrétion of his Mini-
fters and Eunuchs, who governed the Kingdom _;uﬁ as
they pleafed, and took the greater Licence, becauafe
they were very f nfible they had nothing to fear froma
Prince who was fo weak as ro refer the very Petitions
he reccived, to themy without fo much as reading
them. Thus did the Eunuchs, atter having ditpofed
of the Throne as they hked, putthemfelves alfo ina
Condition to difpofe likewife of all the Prerogatives
of the Prince whom they had placed onit; and who
conduéting himfelt juft according to their Impreflions,
not fo much in Acknowlcdgment of the Oﬁli ation
he had to them, asfrem an Averfionto Care and Bufi-
nefs, became upon the Throneitfelf, no more thana
Cypher, orthe Freeman of his Slaves. Now becaufe
rhus exorbitant Power of the Eunuchs has been one of
the principal Caufes of the Ruin of the Kingdom, 'tis
gropcr to go back to the Origin of that Credit and
ower, which beinf pufhed to the utmoft Extremity
in the Reign of Schab-Huffern, produced that amazing
Revolution whichisthe Subjcé}t?. of this Hiftory.
Tue Eunuchs under the preceding Kings, and
cipccnally fince Schab-Abai the Grear, were ajways
fhut up in the Haram without having any thing todo
with the Government, and only conéncn{ to the Oc-
cupations wichin their Sphere, as Perfons fet apart to
guard the Prince’s Bed, and not his Throne. T <aly
confiderable Office to which they were admitted, was
that of keeping the King's Treafures, and the Manage~.
ment of the Finances; for which they feem’d more
proper than others, becaufe, as they had np Kindred
nor Heirs, to whom they could leave their Wealth,
they were under the lefs Tempration of enriching
themfelves at the Expence of the King and the Pub-
hck. For heretofore they were all ‘oreigners, and
taken out of Countrics the fartheft ditant from Per fia,
as from the fartheft drabia, feveral Parts of the Indies,
Grea: Tartary, 'A@’ﬁﬂm, and China j and it wasan old
State Maxim to admit no Eunuchi thar wasa Perfian.

Thcr
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T'he Reafon of thys Policy, wasto the End that being
fequefter’d from their Families, which the Generality
of them knew nothing of, and depending upon no
Body, they might be the more attach’d to the Perfon
of the King, and have lefs Caufe, and fewer Oppor-
tunitics to divulge abroad what was fecretly tranfacted
in the Hiram. It appeared, however, that in the
latter times, 4nd inthe Reign even of Schab-Solyman,
Father and Predeceflor to the King lately dethroned,
they began to make a Breach 1nto that wife Cuftom of
admitting no Eunuch that wasa Perfign: Of thiswe
havea vety évident Proof inthe Voyages of Tavernier,
Lib.v. Cap 22. whd tells us, that he who commanded
inthe Fortrefs of Lar, when he paffed through that
Cityin 1665. wasa Perfian that had obtained the Go-
vernment by the Favour of his Brother, who was
Meter, * thatisto fay, firft Valet de Chambre to the
King; aPoft which, ashe obferves himfelf elfewhere,
is always conferr’d upon a white Eunuch, and which
is the prettier Employment, becaufe he that Has it1s
always near the King’s Perfon, and follows him whete-
ver he goes 5 fo that the Meter, fays M. Taveruier, is
looked upon as one of the firft and moft confiderable
Officers of the Court. Hr addsafterwards, that this
Governor of the Fortrefs of Lar, fecing his Brother
advanced in Years, and having four Sons, thouglit fic
to have the youngeft caftrated, that he might have his
nete's Po({, but that the Operation being ill perfor-
med, the Childdied at the End of three or four Days,
to the great Sotrow of the Fathef, who was quite

athamed and confounded.
W u A T M. Zavernier fays relating to the Shame
"and Confufion of the Governor of Lar upen this Oc-
cafion,

* Tavernier 15 npt wufiffent wish bimfelf as to the Natwre of this
Office 5 for he makes this }hter Jometsengs the Chef Valet de Chainbre, at
sther times Grand Maflenaf the Wardrobe,\and fometimes Firft Gentleman
of she Bed-Chamber, Sir John Chardin in bis dssonns of the Qorgmas
0w of Solyman makes bjm Greas €hamberlim
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cafion, isaplam Proof of the Contempt they had in
Perfia for fuch of their Countiymen as dithonoured
themfelves by fo unworthy a Debafement of Manhood;
and this makes it probable that their Number was not
reat. Confequently the Bulk of the Eunuchs con-
%itcd only of ci“oreigm:rs,- who were purchafed at a
ood Price when Children, the common Pay for fuch
%cing fifty Tomans a Head, which isabout three thou-
fand Livies. Being carried from therr Childhood into
the Haram, there they were biought up with all the
Care and Delicacy poflible, in order to render them
the more 1n love with the King’s Saivice, to whofe
Goodncfs they were obliged for all the Sweets of Lafe
whichthey enjoy’d thare. But the Pleafure they found
within the Haram did not fiee them from Contempt
when they went abroad, where they always rode upon
Mules or Afles, or elfe walked a-foor, not being allow-
ed the Ufe of Horfes. As often as they appeared
Publick, they were fure to be hooted at by the Popu-
lace, which was not difpleafing to the Kings, who
permitted 1t very wallingly, from a Notion they had,
that the Contempt and Aveifion which the Publick
exprefled for thofe Wretches, would be one Reafon
why they ouglit to be the more devoted to thewr Prin-
ces, from whom they recewve nought but good Ufage
and Favours  But Things had quite arother Afpeétin
theReigo of Schab-Hufjem, during which thole very
People that were before the Object of the Scori and
Ridicule of all that paffed by, never went abroad with-
out the moft fplendid Equipage, and witha Tramn and
Retinue that taught the People to pay Refpeét to thofe
whom they had been ufed to defpife. ~ Inftead of being
afhamed of their Condition then, they valu’d them-
{clves upon it, and carned the Jeft fo far upon this
Head, asto caufean Edi& to he publifthed in the King’s
Nam,c, forbxddmg the making of Capons 5 which
fhew’d as 1f thoie Half-Men were uneafy to fee a fort of
fpecifick Charatter, which they preiended wasan Ho-

nour to their Peifons, proftituted tobrute Creatures.
F TowarDs
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Tow arDs the Clofe of Schab-Solyman’s Reign
they began to open a Way to that furprizing Credit
which they attained to under his Succeflor.  This Mo-
narch who had hitherto always kept them on the anti-
ent Fooung, fell; unhappily for him and his Pofterity,
into that State of Infirmity and Decay, wherem they
who command the reft of Mankind areat the Mercy
of then Officers and Domefticks, and at the Difcre-
tion of their Phyficians and Valets de Chambre.  As
they have morc Reafons to be fond of Life thanthe
wolt happy of their Subjedts, and, as by the Care that
1s taken to keep at a Diftance every thing that may give
them the leaft T1ouble, theyare not fo much ufed to
fuffering as others, all Services which tend either to
divert the Danger, or to dimimifh the prefent A fiction,
rifc 1n Valuc in Proportion to the Senfe of what they
fuffcry and to then Abhorrence of Death. In Situa-
tions of this Kind, aflight Service done to their Per-
fons affeées them much more than gicat Service per-
formed to the State, and all the Merit of the moft im-
portant Viftory 1s nothing in their Eftination to the
Merit of giving a hittle Raie in the Extremity ot Pain.

SucH was the Condition Schabh-Slyman was re-
duced to by a very punful Gout, which confined him
to his Bed two whole Years, during which, being

_dhut up withm the Walls of his Haram, where none
but¥unuchs came near his Perfon, they were familiar
to him, and he looked upon their Attendance on his
Perfon with another Eve to what he did before: Their
Care, thewr Uneafinefs, their Readinefs in the minutcft
Services, feemed tohimto be of quite another Value
than he ufed to put upon them. He found they had
Kunowledge, Learning, and Sentiments which he had
not yet percetved : He gave Ear to their Councils
with Dehght: His Eftcem for them increafed every
Day ; and a$ the Interefts of his Kingdom were not
moicat his Heart, than thofe of his Health and Life,
he thought he could not do better than to truft the for-

mer with Perfons, to whom he had fo happily trufted
the
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the latter. The Diftance of his Minifters who re«
main’d without, and with whom he could have fcarce
any Commurucation, fecmed to put him under the
Neceflity of dealing thus, and of granting, as hedid,
the gencral Super-mtendency of the Government of
the Kingdom, over the Heads of all the Mimiftersand
great Officers, toan Eunuch in whom he had plac’d
an extraordmary Confidence. _

"T1s true, that hus morcthan ordinary Merit, be-
ing 2 Man of a great Genius and uncommon C:q;\g..cxty,
feem’d, asit were before-hand to juitify the King’s
Choicc 3 but the Evear of Things juitified it yet
more : For Chagia-Drak, which was the Eunuch’s
Name, manag’d Affairs fo wifely, providing for eve-
fy thing, picventung Difcontents, paorfying Com-
motsonsin therr Birth, and imprefling Fear and Re-
fpect on the boldeit, by propagating feafonable Re-
ports, as tothe Recovery of the King's Health, that
tlic Kingdom loft nothing by that Punce’s Inaétion
during his lknefs.  Thus he found himfclf; as foon as
his Health was reftor’d ; and “twas thisthat induced
him to form out of the chief pf his Eunuchs, whom
he join’d in Commuffion with him that had ferv’d him
fo well during his Illnefs, a particular Councily, which
herender’d fuperior to all the Minifters. He flatterd
himf{elf, he had adouble Advantage inthis ncw F.ita-
blithment ; for on the one hand he thereby diverted
upon the Eunuchs the Odium of what might {fome-
times appear harfh intheGovernment; and on the other
hand, as Employmentsof fuch Importance gave the
Eunuchsan Opportunity to acquire great Riches, the
King found his Accompt in it, becaufe all their E-
{tates coming to lum by Right after their Death, the
Treafure they gather’d muft be his

Scuan-Hussern, who whenhe fucceeded Schab-
Solyman hus Father, found Things fettled on this Foot,
was far from dinxinifhing the Prerogatives or Authori-
ty of the Perfons that had lately plac’d him on the
Throney ard oi; whofe Affiftance, even though he

Fa had
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had not lain under an Obligation to them of that Tm-
portance, his natural Incapacity and Genius accu-
ftom’d to Subjetion, would have oblig’d lum to
make ufe for fupporung a Crown, the Weight of
which was too heavy for him.

T 1 us therefore did the Eunuchs become under
Schab-Huffein, the Arbiters of Affars, the Diipen«
fers of Employments and Favours, and abfolute Ma-
fters of the Government, afluming to themfelves the
Authonty of all Offices, which were little more than
empty Titles m the Hands of thofe that held 'em ; for
though Affairs pafs’d as formerly, through the Hands
of thefe Titulars, they did not due to decide any
thing of Impoitance, without taking Orders from
thole chief Maflers, who compos’d « foveieign Se-
nate, in whichevery thing wasdrawn up over Night
that was to be lad ncxt Day before the King’s Coun-
al. The L#themat-Donlet, 1 e. Prime Minifter, was
no moie exempt fiom this Servitude than the other
Munifters or Officers of wnfertor Note. The only
Perfon that wanted to be free from it, and to thake off
the Yoke of fo fhameful a Dependance, far’d the worfe
forir, and though none could reproach him, fell un-
der the moft crucl Dufgrdce, as will be thewn 1n due
Time. Not but that the common and lefs important
Aftans ran i the ufual Clannel, and always remarn’d
at hus Dufpotal , but asto grand Affurs, chh as ma-
kuig Peace orWar, Treatzes with foreign Powers, and
the Notmnation ot the Viceroyfhips or Governments
of Piovinces and leffer Towns, as well as of all Subal-
tern Ofhices; all this was referv’d to the Sovereign Se-
natcof the Eunuchs, who while the King was buried
m the Delights of s Haram, and not fo much taken
up with the Government of his Dominions as the
leafl of his Subjects, ailpofed of the chief Places of
hus Kingdom, and of the Fortunes of all the Gran-
dees «s they pleated, inhis Name. Neither the Me-
rit nor Services of the Candidates were confider’d in
she Diftribution of Oflicesy to which there was na

Ac-
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Accefs, but by the Intereft and Favour of thofe to
whom the King had left the arbitrary Difpofal. Thofe
W ctches, mote covetous, though they had no Heirs
£0 Jeave then Treafures to, thin fuch generally are
who have numerous Families, fold their Protection
for Gold, and diove a publick Trade, as it were, in
Governments and Employments.  Offices were dif-
pofed of, not to the moit deferving, but to the higheft
Bidder  This Diforder, very pernicious in it {elf,
proved yet worle 1 ats Confequences: In the firft
Place, becaufeit fhifled all Emulation, and made Peo-
ple differentinacquuing the ncccﬂ'argz Knowledge
and Qualiications, no body giving themfelves the
Trouble to obtan or culuvate Talents, which they
faw were of no Scrvice.  Sccondly, becaufe fuch as
attaw’d to Offices by this Method, having dram’d
then Pockets to puichale them, were no fooner in
Place, but they praftifed all Manner of Extortion,
and made a Penny of every thing, not only to reim-
buric themfclves the Sumsit coft them to obtain their
Employments, but alfo that they might bena Con-
dimonto fupport their Charagters.

I~ fhort, the infatiable Avarice of the Eunuchs
that govein'd the Name ‘of Schab-Hufeny puth’d
thewr Oppreflions to fuch Excefsy that the like had not
been known underany of his Predeceflors ; and it was
{ome fortof Excufe tor the moft criminal Extoryjons
of thofe that govern’dinthe Provinces. As thus;

T w as a vey conftant Cuftom 1 Perfia, inthe
Dipofal of Governments, tobeftow them for Life;
and {carze any were difplac’d, unlefs they had given
Occafionby roo flagrant Aéts of Injuftice, or unlefs
1t was to promote them to more conﬁjdcmblc Stations ;
fo that it they had been oblig’d toadvance any Sums
for then Places, as 'twas ten to one but they had
though therr Expences were much more moderate
thanin theRe:gaof Schab-Huffein, yetthey had not
the other Exactions to fear from the Court afterwards,
fave only when the I\;vmg fent them the Calsate, the

3 Namue
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Name they give to therich Veft with which the King
refented the Governors of Towns or Provinces, as a
g’lark of his Satisfaction with their paft Admimftra-
tion, andas a Title which’ confirm'd them again in
their Poft. Tocarry this Veft, fome Officer of the
Court was generally chofe, whom the King or his Mi-
nifters had a Mind to gratfy 5 for they were oblig’d,
notonly to defray the Expences of his Jourhey, and
during his Stay, but alio to make him a confidera-
ble Prefent, which was alfo tax’d fometimes at the
King’s Pleafure. But as under the Predeceflors of
Schab-Huffesn the Calaate was fent but once a Year, and
generally at the Begiining of ‘the Year, which in Per-
Siatakes Date at the Vernal E%umox, thofe Expen-
ces were Jooked upon as Part of the ordinary Charge
annexed to the Office, and could not ferve the Go-
vernor as a Pretence to opprefs the People under his
Junfdi¢tion. Butit wasnot {o under Schab-Huffern
the Prefent that was made but once a Ycarunder his
Predeceflors being made almoft every Month dunng
his Reign, and thofe Calaales, or Royal Vefts, were
fent fo often, that there were Governers wha hoaited
they had as many for Change, as they had Shirts.
Neverthelefs they did no complan aganft 1t; for
they found their Account in it, becaule by Fa-
vour of thofc extraordinary Prefents, and under
Colour’ of the Gratuity which they were oblig’d
to make to the Ofhicer that brought them, they raied
ten Timesasmuch upon the People. The Eunuchs
on their Part found their Advantagein it; for befide
that it gave them an Opportunity to gratify thei
Creatures, without any Expence to themfelves, by
procuring them fo lucrative a Commufhon as the car-
?i?g of the Calaate to the Governors, thelatrerun-
erftood their ownt Intereft better than te let thofe
Meflengers teturn to Court without loading them
with nich Prefents for their Mafters, the whole at the
Expence of the poor People, who were more and
‘moredrain’d by Jobs of that kind fo frequently repeat-
¢d, and were {t:ll farther exhanfted by the Alterations

of
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of Governors, which for Reafons that fhall be men-
tioned hereafter, became very frequent under the
Reign of Schab-Hy/ein.

H1s may eafily be imagin'd, if it be confider'd
what the Power of thofe Governbrs was in the Pro-
vinces where they commanded, and where they were
deem’d as fo many Sovercigns: For no [oonerdid the
Advice come of the Nomination of anew Governor,
but the chief Menof the Province met1na Body, and
began by regulating the Sum which was certainly to
be raifed forthwith, cither for the Charge of the Go-
vernor’s Reception, which they took care to make
with fuch Magnificence s thould pleafe hum, or for
the Prefents which they were oblig’d to make overand
above, by the Valye of which he rated the Fiteem,
and Regard they had for his Perfon.  For this Purpofe
they fixed a Sum of three or four thoufand Tomans
to be raifed, mn equal Proportions, by the private
Men of the Province; and as they who fettled the
Sum werc the very Men charg’d wath the Affefiment,
they werc {o cunmng that they found Means ro gan
fix Timesasmuchby it This'was the Method they
took inall the cxtraordinary Gontributions which they
lad upon the People. .

Ho w burthenfome foever this Reception of new
Goveinors was to the Province, and to private Peo=
plc, it wastolerable however when it happen’d but
fcldom 5 and this perhaps is one of the Reafons that
had induced the Predeceflors of Schah-Hufen to give
Governments for Life, and not to change them with-
out great Reafons, the rather becaufe thofe Alterati~
ons could not be made without taking vaft Sums of
Money fiom the Province. A

T o underftand this, voumuft know thatin Pcri/iaa
though noncbut the King hgsa Right to coin Silver
Moncy, the Governarsof the Piovince havea Right
to coin Copper - And this Money, which is fixed at
a certain value an the:r Province while they command
there, finks one Half inthe Value whea they are dif-

F 4 ‘Elaccd‘
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placed, and never goes for any mare in the other Pro-
vinces ; {o thar a Piece of Copper which is worth
Ten Pence in the Province where the Governor com-

ands with whofe Stamp it was coin’d, is worth but
Fivc Penceinall the other Provinces of the Kingdom 3
and {uffers the fame Abatement in his own too, the
Moment he gives Place to his Succeflor. By this
Means, a Man who goes to Bed at Night with a Ten-
penny Piece in his Biceches,finds but Five Pence there
1n the Morning, 1f the Governor was chang’d inthe
Night. And it was hardlv poflible but thefe Alterati-
ons mult often happen under a Prince fo weak as Schab-
Ilyffeiny led too by People who, atthe fame time that
t}wy governed him, could not agree with one ano-
ther &

T uose who have 1cad the Accounts of Perfia
know, that there, as well as in Turkey, the Princes
make ufe of two Sorts of Eunuchs, fome black and
others white, that the firft are for tiu: Guards of the
Women in the Inner-Haram, where they are kept thut
up ; and the others to attend the King, or for the
Guard of the Princes of the Royal Blood, 1n a par-
ticular Haram feparate trom that of the W omen.

T s e Council of the Eranuchs, which Schab-Huf-
fein bad form’d, aftcrthe Example of his Predeceffor,
and ro whom he had left a greater Share of Empire
and Authority than they had 1n the preceding Reign,
confifted of the Chief of thefe two Sorts of unuc%s,
‘who having equally contributed to place Schab-Hauf-
Jesnuponthe Throne, equally thared in his Acknow=
ledgment. No wonder that the Eunuchs of thefe
two Sorts did notagree. The very Difference of their
Complexions was enough to found 2 natural Antipa-
thy between the two Partiesy and the Jealoufy of 1!3 -
yourand Authonty which each Party ftrove to gain
ever the other, was 3vaft Additiontqit. But what
rendered it more incurable s, that it was founded up-
pn a Spirit of Faltion which the Kings of Perfia,
from Schab- Abas the Great, who firft introduced this

B " Maxim
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Maxim in Government, thought it was Policy to
Keep up, not only berween the Lunuchs and the Gran-
dees of the Court, but alfo among all their Sub-
.C&S. 0

) T u1s Prince who afcended the Throne in 178y.
and who 1s looked upon.in Perfia as the Reftorer of
the Monarchy, had left to his Succeflors, among the
moft important Secrets for the Maintenance of their
Authority, that dangerous Maxim, Dsvide {5 Impera.
As the Crown had not beenlong n his Famuly, and as
he was but the Great Great-Grandfon of Schab- Ifmael,
the firft of the Sophzes that had ufurp’dit from the an-
tient Kings, he was even more upon his Guard againft
his Subjects than againft his Neighbours. In order
to make fure of the one by the Antipathy of the o~
ther, he took care tointroduce into all the Cities of
this Kingdom, forcign Colonies of fuch Nations as
were theé leaft likely of making Alliances, and whafe
Gemus, Charaéter, Humour, Cuftoms, Manners,
and Language too, were moft oppofiteand incompa-
tible.  Out of all thefe different Nations affembled 1n
the fame Towns, and obliged 10 live under the fame
Laws, hc found Means, by fowing Divifion among
them, to form m each Town two Faltions {o oppofite,
and fo much Enemues one to the other, that People
ot different States, 1n Arms agamnft oneanother, do

not puth their Averfionand Enmity farther.,
THESE two Fattions, one of which was called
Pelent, and the other Felenk, and which were dittin-
uithed trom one another by the particular Colour
that each chofe for the Neck-Bandsof their Shirts,
were equally diftributed mevery Town, where they
formed, asit were, two different Nations, that had no
Relation with one another ; the one Party not being
able to contradt Marriage, or even to eat with the o-
ther. Eachof thefe Fations had their Eftates fepa-
rate, and {oinalienable, that whatever happened, the
Houfes and Lands appertaining to either of thetwo
Varties, could notdevolve to theother. Tt waselpe-
cially
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cially at the Celebration of the famous Featt of -
ceny and Huffemn, Al’s Son-in-Law, thatthe Enmuy
of the two Parties broke out in a more remarkable
manner, by means of the Permiffion that was then gi-
ven them to Fight. Though they did it without
Arms, becaufe they were not {uffered to make ufe: of
any thing elfg but Stones and Sticks, it was with fa
much Fury and Blood-thed, that the King was often
obliged to employ his Guards to {eparate them with
drawn Swords: And hard wasitto accomplith it, e-
yen with a Method fo effectual, infomuch that at -
pabanin 1714. they were under a Neceflity, before
they could feparate the Combatants, to put above
Thiee hundred to the Sword on the Spot. ’T'is true
that the Sprrit of Superftition contributed not a little
to keep up and aggravate the Animofity of thetwo
Parties; fgr they wha happen’d to fall in Batcles of
this Nature, werc looked upon as Martyrs. Inttead
of pitying them they werecavy’d, and People were
very {crupulous of having fo much as a Thought of
revenging a Death, which proved to them in the Na-
turc of an Apothcofis. When the Battle was over,
each Fattion carefully ‘took up thec Bodics of
their refpective Party, which had the Happinefs, ac-
cording to them, to falla Sacnfice to fo holy a Solem-
nity 3 and they were buried with all the Pomp and Ve
neration that feemed due to Perfons that were looked
upon zs the Friends and Favourites of the great Pro-
phet A1,

T u1s maffacring Feaft of Hg/ffein was celebrated
with the fame Pomp, and the fame Diforders inall the
Towns of Perfia. 'The Governors prefide at them,
funiounded with their Guards, which they alfo em~
ploy’d to feparate the Combatants, when their pro-
ceeding to Blows forced them toit.  Notwithitans
ding the Confufion and Trouble which fuch a fort of
civil War muft occafion, the Houfes on both Sides
were fecured from Plunder ; and of it happened thar

any
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any onc was broke open, thofe of the oppofite Party
werc fined in great Sums, to make good the Damagcs,’

c.

i-j ScuaH-Apas the Great wito had eftablifhed thofe
Cuftoms, was fenfible that there was nothing more
proper to keep up inevery City the Animofity of the
two Fattions into which it was divided ; and upon
whofc Antipathy he founded the Secutity of the
T hrone more than upon any thing clfe ; and it mull be
confefled that, how ftrangeloever his Policy appeared
inthis Refpelt, 1walways had the Effet he propofed,
which was to hinder any Town from rifing unam-
moufly in Rebellionagaidt the Prince. . Things were
fo managed, that the two Factionsin cach Town were
as ftiong one asthe other, and equally incenfed with
one another.  Their Children fuck‘g with thoir very
Mulk an Averfion, orrather an Abhorrence for cvery
thing that belonged to the contrary Party.  The con-
tinual and determinate Refolution to avoud all Manner
of Dealings with onc another, and every Shadow of
Relation and Affinity that mughttend m the leaft to
bring them acquainted, oply ferved to foment that
Horror, andto fortifyitby a Habit, A mutual Dif~
fidence kept each Party’to their Duty, and neither
of the two dared to flur for fear ot giving Ad-
vantage to the other, which, when fupported by the
Forces and Authority of the Government, could not
fail of gaining the Afcendant.

Tuis Wallof Scparationereéted by Schab-.A4bas
in all Parts of the Kingdom, and carefully kept up
by the Skill and Vigilance of the Goveinots, had
more Force and Vittue rowards maintaming the Peace
of the Citiesand Provinces, thanthe moit numerous
Garrifons could have had; fo that from the Time of
Schab-Abas, to the Troudles of the latter Times,
there was not one Town that difcovered fo much as a
Thought of revolting ; and 1f the fame Policy had
been obferved at Canashar, as in the other Govera-
ments of the Kingdom, ’tis not to be doubted bat it

would
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would have removed all Pretence for that Rebelhion
which was the Caufe of thelate Revolution.

W HEN Schab-Asas the Great took that City, his
fir{t Care was to eftablj(h two different Fationsin st,
and to keep them up by the fame Methods which he
made ufe of in the other Towns of his Monarchy.
But the City being retakenby the Mogul, under the
Reign of Schab-Sefi, Grandfon and Succeffor to
Schab-Abas, the Cuftoms whych the latter had efta-
blithed there, vanithed by Degrees, and were abolithed
by Non-ufage: Andthough Schab- Abas1l. Son and
Succeffor to Schab-Sefi, reconquered it afterwayds, yet
cither from a fort of Regard for a Frontier Town,
which they had 2 Mind to {pare, or from the Indolence
of the Mumfters, they neglected to revive the {ame
Secds of Difcord, and the fune Pratices which
Schab Abas 11. had eftablhithed there when he con-
quered it; a Negligence which it was not forefecn,
would bave been attended with Confequences {o fatal,
and which, as wasaftcrwards proved, coft the Race
of the Sopbies the Lofs of the Throne.

T u e fomenting of thefe civil Difcords was one of
that kind of Engines which require skilful Hands to

¢ themyand which caufe as much Diforder when

they come to fall in Pieccs, and to be entangled by
the Folly or Luke-warmne(s of thofe who have the
Dircftion of them, as they do Good ina State when
they arc well condutted, and their Springs kept in
good Repair.  This was the very Cafe inthe Reignof
Schab- Huffein, during which thofe domeftick Animo-
fitics between the Inhabitants of one and the fame
Town, being no longer moderated by an Authonty
ftrong enough to kecp them within due Bounds,
quickly broke out into open Wars.  The two Par-
ties did not attack one another now with Stones and
Clubs, but with martial Arms: and, upon fome Oc-
cafions, Matters were puthed {o far, that afteragreac
deal of Blood fpilt, they were obliged to fend for
Troops on Purpofe from theNeighbouring Provinces,
in
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in order to force the Combatants on both Sidesto part,
and toreftore Peace. Thefe Outrages were the more
frequent, becaufe the Governorsof the Towns, who
found their Accountinit, congributed to them ; and,
after having fecretly kindled the Flame by Means of
their meﬂ%rics, who fex them together by the Ears,
they made a Handle of 1t to condemn each Party to a
great Finey which they put in their own Pockets.

T u e fame Spiritof Dilcord and Antipathy raged
in the Country, as in the City; and ’tis certain, -
deed, that when fuch Divifions are well managed, a
Prince is {ure to find in one Half of his Subjeéts a good
Safeguard againft the Enterprizes of the other. But,
onthe other Hand, when this Policy 1s carried too far,
it deprives him of the Service of thofe Forces which
would undoubtedly be a great Afliftance to him, if
their mutual Ammofity dlf not hinder their aéting in
Concert. Schab-Huffein {adly eerricncc:d this du-
ring the Siege of J/paban+ Some Leagues trom that
Cuty there were two very brave Nations, who lived
under Tents, after the Manner of the Tartars, viz.
the Lorasns, and the Bachtilarsans. Each of them
was able to raife an Army of 20000 Men, one of which
was fufficient to force the Rebels to raife the Siege.
But becaufe cach Aimy was divided mto two FaGtions,
like the reft of the Kingdom, and becaufe each of
thofe Fattions was for depriving the other of the Ho-
nour that might accruc to it of having delivered the
Capital, they could never agree to make War toge-
ther; fothatthis Army, which, if they had been u-
mited and acted in Concert, would have infallibly de-
feated the Rebels, and faved the King and the Capital,
was deteated 1tfelfy and put to flight, becaule they
were divided into two Bodies, which acting teparate-
ly and independently on cach other, weretoo weak a-
part to mahe Head againft an Enemy cqual in Valour,
and much fuperiorin Number.

Sucy, therefore, was the Conftitution of the
Government 1n Perfis, which was only fupported by

an
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un exalt Equilibrinm between the Parties. ‘The Spirit
of Duvifion was thercin {o generally propagated, that
there was not a fingle Man but was of one or other
Fa&ion. From hence "sis eafy to ima%inc what Havock
it made at the Court, that is to fay, in 2 Country
where the Spirit of Faétion wasalways kept up, when
ft wasbanithed from the reft of the World.  Indeed it
did not break out there, as it did among the Common
People, in Infults, Quarrels, and Scutfles ; but At-
tacks are not the lefs vigorous and dangerous tor being
filentand crafty. There were always two Factions at
Court in the Reigns of Schab- Huffen’s Predeceflors, as
wellasimhis Time; but the Diforders they occafioned
weie not the fame by much, as they were at the Court
of Schab-Hu(fein. As thofe Princes governed by them-
felves; and as they khew how to fhitke a Terror, their
Authority kept both Parties in Awe ; and if any Storm
was formed to the Uthbrage of the Throne, aRegard
forthe Sovereign quickly difperfed 1t.  But 1t was not
fo in the Reigii of Schab-Huffein, who was a Prince
formed rather for Obedience than Command, too fim-
plc to difcover the Artifices of thofe who were about
him, and too weak to defend himfelf againft them, if
hc had known theit Defigds. The Eunuchs, whefz
Authonty, though it was great fo early as the latter
Times ot his Predeceflor Schab-Solyman, was always
checked by the Fear of difpleafing 2 King, who 1n
the Choice of his Mimifters, defigned they fhould be
rio more than Munifters, were not under the fame Re-
ftraint inthe Reign of Schab-Huffein his Son and Suc-
ceflfor: And being invefted with a Power which made
them like fo many Kings, they could have defired no-
thing more, if they could but have agteed together.
But 1t wasa Thing impoflible, confidering the inve-
rerate Antipathy which there was between the White
Kunuchs and the Black ones, and which the Kings of
Perjia all along made it a Maxim in Politicks to kee
up and foment.  Schab- Huffein not able to keep a Bal=
Libce between the two Parties; to whom he had equal
Obligation,
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Obligation, and to whom he was under cluql Subjc-
&ion, gave Ear by Turns to both, and each in Turn
was oblig’d to fubmit, from whence arofe thofe fre-
quent Alterations which were made in the Govern-
ments, in the Command of the Armies, and in the
principal and moft impoitant Places ot the King-
dom.

Tue Eunuchs of the two Complexions agreed
only in one Thing, which was to have the Manage?
ment of all Affairs, exclufive of all other Perfons.
But beyond this, each of thefe Cafts had their feparate
Views and particular Creatures, which each Party en-
deavour'd to advance, as wellto makea Shew of their
Credit, asto fupport their Fortunc.  And as there was
no Preferment to be got, but through the Canal of
thofe almighty Minifters and Difpenfers of all Favours,
therc wasa Neceflity of adhering to either the White
or Black Eunuchs, of whofe two Factions, by ne-
ceffary Confequence; the whole Court confifted.
When cither of the two Partics had procur'da Go-
vernment for one of their Creaturcs, the contraryParty
prefently fet all Engines at Work to remove him, and
to put one of theirsin hisPlace; and it being always
more cafy to do Hurt than Good, efpecially under a
weak Prince, the End was obtain’d with little or no
Difficulty. But the new Subftitute was no fooner in
Place, than he was expos’d to the fame Shocks, and
immediately demolifh’d. Confequently every Gover-
nor who judgcd what might come to pafs from what
had happén’d, and who by the frccdy Removal of his
Predeceflor, was warned that his own-was at hand,
left no Time, but haften’d to fill his Purfe, that he
might have wherewithal to purchafe a new Place, or

to defend himfelf againft any Profecution he had to ap-<

piehend for kis Oppreflions, the whole at the Expence

of the ‘yoor People, who were fleeced in all Relpeéts

l;z ftho::i too frequent Alterations, as hasbeen already

erv'd,

Tue
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T s & {fame thing wasdone, but with ntuch gieaer
Prejudice to the State, with Refpeét to the Command
of the Armies: A General fway’d by either of thetwo
Fations, was no fooger fet out upon zny Expeditiony
but the otherdid all they could ro render it abortive 5
the Troops were ncver 1n the Condition they fhould
be, neither for Number nor Qualty, orelfe they did
not airive foon enough 1n the Field: Ammunition or
Provifions were always wanting, infomuch that an
Army, which wasalready half ruin’d by Scarcity and
the Want of the greateft Neceflaries, did not hold out
agunit an Enemy far infertor in Number 3 and to this
was owing the Rum of feveral flourtthing Armiesin
the Reign of Schab-Iuffein, which were cut 1n Picces
with their Gegerals in the Wars which the State had
engag’dinagainft the Lefgians and dghvans. Nothing
perhaps contuibuted more than this 11l Conduét to draw
the latter to //paban, of which they at latt made them-
felves Mafters. W hat is moft deplorable in all this, is,
that notwithftanding the Defolation over the whole
Kingdom from Loffcs {o confiderable, none bore a Part
in 1t but the Adherents of the Eunuchs, who had
cfpoufed the routed General, while thofe of the con-
trary Party triumph’d in the publick Calamity, of
which they had under hand been the firft Movers :
They dud noAvaluc the Death of 30000 Men ; the
Prcjudice thetoppofite Faction receiv’d by fuch a
Fation, made them eafy, while the whole Kingdom
fuffer’d by it; and when an able experienc’d General
dropp’d, they confider’d 1t mno other View, thanas
the Lofs of an Enemy that made Way for one of their
Cieatures. Thus did thefe Halves of Meninfolently
{poit with the Fortune of the Grandees, the Lives of
private Meny and the Forces of all the State.

’T 1 s furprizing that the Grandees of the Kingdom
could fuffer under fuch bafe Tyranny, without repi-
ning, and that they did not exert all the Credit and
Authority which they might derive from their Birth
and Services to fet themielves free; but the Seeds of

Jealoufy



Révolution of PErSiA. 25

Jealoufy and Difcord which the Eunuchs had had the
Policy to propagate in the moft confiderable and moft
tent Families, by fetting Brothers againit Brothers,
ad put them out of 2 Colrgi)ion to undertake any
thing. Thisthey did with Reegard to Alimerdam-Kamy
the greateft Captam of that Time in Perfiay and the
only one perhaps that was capable to hinder the Revo-
lution, as he would nfallibly have done; it his Projects
had not been thwarted. The Power, Abilities, and
reat Reputation of that Nobleman giving them Umsa
Eragc, they fet his own Brother upon his Back ; and
under fome Pretence, or othery which Mimiters are
never at a Lofs for to ruin whom they pleafe, they
turn’d him out of his Government, which he held in
the fame Nature asa Principality hereditary in his Fa-
tly 5 and after having bamith’d him to Kyrman, they
ut his Brother in his Place. 'They made ufe of the
Famc Artifice againit the Princes of Gengea and Georgia,
by overturning the antient Order of Succeflion in their
Families. When the Anceftors of thofc Princes,
whom Schab-Abas the Great fubdued more by Cunning
than Strength, confented to become Vaffals to the
Crown, 1t was on Condition that theit Principalities
thould always remain hereditary in their Family: And
though generally fpeakingy the King of Perfia had it
in his Power to chufe out of the Princes of one and the
fame Family, which foever he pleafed to be Governor
in Chiefy 1t was always the conftant Pratice undey
Schab-Huffein’s Predeceflors, to conform in that Point,
to the Order of Nature, and to give the Preference to
the Elder, exclufive of the Younger. The Eunuchs
under Schab-Hufféin had no Regard to this Cuftom,
but having it only in their View to divide and embroil
Families, from a Jealoufy of their Grandeurand Inte«
reft, they chofe which foever of the Family they
thought fit, to inveft him with the Principality, by
referring the Younger in Contempt of the Elder.
tus irregular Condué, which made a Divifion in
thofe great Families, and-ci;ct the Brothers soge:hcr&;
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the Ears, turn’d to the Prejudice of the State. They
employ’d thofe Forces to make Wagavith one another,
which might have been ufefully employ’d againft the
Enemies of the Kingdom ; nay, often one of the
Parues held Intclliﬁcribc with them, and under-hand
affifted them ; {o that upona certain Occafion, when
the Prince of Gengea commanded the Perfian Army
againft the Le/gzans upon the Frontiers of the King-
dom, he had like to have fallen into the Enemy’s
Hands, through theTreachery of his Brother, whom
they had unjuftly dfpofiefs’d of his Principality : For
W achtanga was the only Prince of the Family of the
Princes of Georgta, who, with regard to this arbitrary
Difpofal of the Principalities, which the Eunuchs
had introduc’d, was Proof againft the general Temp-
tation ; for the Principality having been offered to hun
to the Prejudice of his elder Brother, he generoufly
refufed it from a Sentiment of Equity, faying, Thatf
God bad been willing be fbould bave beenPrince of Georgia,
be wonld have [ent bum inte the World before bis Brother,
20 whom the Primcipality rightfully belong’d as bis elder
Brothery and who could wot be deprived of 1t without In-
guflce.

"T 1 s natural to imagint from the Manner of giving
away Governments 1 the Reign of Schab-Huféin,
and by the frequent Changes owing to the Intrigues
ot the two oppofite Fations of the White and Black
Eunuchs, that the People had a great deal to fuffer un-
dcr Governors who regarded their Poft no more thana
Place to bait at, made 1t more their Study to pillage
the Citics and Provinces, than to keep up good Srder 5
and this they did with the lefs Caution and Referve,
becaufe they were very fenfible that they might do it
with Impunity. .

S c 1 A H-H u s s E 1N wasborn with a Difpofition,
which was kind, and an Enemy to all manner of Vio-
lence : This Temper of his, in which there was as

reat a Mixture of Fearand Folly, as of true Huma-
wity, fequired a wile Gorrective ina Prince of his Cétha-
ralter.
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rader. It hapjen’d, on the contrary, that it was
even made worfdby the felfith Infinuations of the Eu-
nuchs that goverged him 3 and who by homblty repre-
fenting tn him certhin Inftances of Severity, of which
fome of his Picdeceflors had been guilty, render’d
him incapable of confentingzefany Severity, though
never fo moderate or neceflary.

NoTHING is more proper ta charaerife this
Prince, and to fhew what Notion he had of Clemen-
cy, thanaPaflage [am going to meation, of which
the whole Court was witnefs. In the Gardens of his
Palace therec wasa Pond, on which a great Number of
Ducks was always {wimming. Schah-Huffein took a
Pleafure fometimes to fire kis Piftol over the Pond,
not to hurt, but only to frighten them. It happened
one Day unluckily and undefignedly, that one of thofe
Shots wounded fome of the Ducks ; at which he him-
felf was as much terrified as if he had really commatted
Murder, and made the {ame Exclamation as is cufto-
mary 1n Perfia upon the thedding of human Blood, by
faying, Kanluoldumy i.e€. Iam polluted with Blood 3
and that very Inftant he caufed two hundred Tomans
tobe given to the Poor, asan Atencment for what he
thoughta great Sin.

A Prince who was {o tender confcienc’d in the Point
of wounde afew Ducks, wasvery loth to give his
Confent to the thedding of human Blood, though as
a Punifhment of the greateft Crimes: And for twenty
Years, and more, that hisReign had lafted, henever
pafs’d one Sentence of Death, and confequently never
put on the Red Habit, which was the fpecifick Colour
the Kings of Perfia wore when they were to pronounce
any Sentence of Death.

THe Eunuchs found a two-fold Advantage in
that boundlefs Clemency,with which they had m%px'r’d
Schabh-Huffein 5 firft of ally becaufe it fecur’d their
own Heads upon their Shoulders; fecondly, becauie
contrary to the Principles of good Government which
the Great Schab-Aias hadé:ﬁabmh’d, and contrary ff?é

4 t
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the Prattice of the Kings of Perfia, }hey had reduc’d
all the Pains, even 1n the moft pumpthable Crimes, to
Forfeiturcs and Fines, which they had the Cunning,
as we fhall now obferve, to convert to their own
Profit.

BEFoRrE Schab-Huffein's Reign. nothing was
more unufual in the Punifhment of the Grandees, than
the Forfeiture of Eftates. Their Heads paid for their
Guilty but the Eftates remain’d in the Families, who
by that Means always {fupported themfelves, and were
a2 Condition to fill the great Poits, and toferve the
Prince with Dignity.  In this they conform’d to the
Maxims of the great Schab- Abas, who among the po-
litical Principles he left to his Succeflors, recommend-
ed this in particular, that they ought to punifth the
Greatand the Rich with corporal Pains, and, on the
contrary, the Vuigar and the Poor with pecuniary
Fines. Hemade tEns Maxim his Foundation, that the
former being poffefled of great Eftates, were more
affected by corporal Punithment than by the Di ninu-
tion of their Wealth ; whereas the latter, who a-
bounded in nothing, would be affc@ed more by the
leatt pecuniary Fine, thanby bodily Pains And under
the Reigns ot that Prince, and his Succeffors, to the
laft who was dethron’d, whena great Man was guilty
of any Fault that did not deferve Death, he was con-
demned to receivea certain Number of Blows upon
the Soals of his Feet; a Punithment fo fevere, that
fumeumes they died of 1t, oratleaft were not able for
a long while to fet their Feet upon the Ground. ‘The
Con&quence was, that the Fear of this Pumfhment
for Faults that were not capital, and the Apprehenfion
of fuffering Death for thoil:: that were, kept the chief
Ofhcers of the Court, the Governors of the Towns
and Provinces, and even the inferier Magiftrates, in
Awe, becaufe they were certain that the flighteft A-
bufe which they thould make of the Authority they
wcrlf trufled with, would be feverely punifhed in their

erfons.

THE
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T re falfe Nption of Clemency, with which the
Eunucks infpirthSchab-Huffe:n, buried thofe wife
Maxims in Obhvion,-and changed the Sentences of
Dcath into Forfeiture of Eftages, and corporal Pu-
nuthments into pecunsary F1n¥s; to the Advantage of
thofe avaritious Munifters,"who abufing the Simplicity
of their Mafter, and the timorous Piety which he ex-
ercifed 1n his Rehgion, made him fcrupnloys of ad-
mitung into hus own Treafure thofe Fines and Forfei-
tures which they reprefented to him as the Fruits of
Imquty, and which they made no Scruple to receive
from his Hands, as a Gratuity for themfelves, their
Adhercents, and Creatuies.

A s Fear only is the moft effectual Motive to keep
Men in their Duty, efpecially among People over
whofe Conduct the Principles of Religion and Mo-
rality have but fmall Influence, it was hardly poffible
but the Affurance of Impumity muft relax all the
Spnings of Government. Con(g’qucntly all that were
in Authority inthe Townsand Provinces, only made
ufc of 1tto fatisfy their infatiable Avarice. Being per-
fuaded that they had nothing to fear, provxdcg they
had wherewthal to feed their Prote&ors, and that the
worft they could undergo, would be to refund Part of
what they had robb’d, they took care to plundere-
nough, that they might be in a Cundirion to liveat
their Eale, evenatter they had paid great Fines ; fo
that all they minded, was to inventand putin Prac-
tice new Tricks every Day to obtain their Ends.

T H e Trbutesin Perfiz are very moderate, and, as
every one knows what heis to pay, the Recovery of
it is not difficulc nor burthenfome to private Perfons.
Every Town or Village, for Inftance, is aflcfled to
pay a certain fixed Sum which ftands, as it were, for
the Capital of whatitisto pay; butthecafual and in-
dire&t Extortions always far exceed theCapitai ; which
will appear more plain from what follows

I N the Principality of Genges there’sa Town come!
filting of two hundred drmenian Families. This

G3 Towg
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TownisPart of the Appennage of-the King’s Mo-
ther, to whom it pays fifty Tomans, or three thou-
fand Livres. It happgned fome Years ago, that
one Week onlya Finc of three hundred Tomans, or
cighteen thoufand Livres, was paid by fome of the
principal Townfmen. This s a Faéty of which the
Author who furmfhed the chief Memoirs of this
Hiftory was a Witnefs.

O Nk of the Princes of Georgia enjoys five Towns,
or Villages, whichthe Kingot Perfia mortgaged to
him 1 Hyrcania s and which brings him 1n a Revenue
of forty-five Tomans, or feventeen hundred Livres.
There’s a fort of Inrendant called Deroga, who has
Junifdiétion over thofe five Towns, and whofe Bufi-
nefs 15 not only to raife that Sum, but alfo 1o do Juftice,
and to prevent the Difordeérs and Quarrels which of-
ten arxlfc’ with the Inhabitants of theadjacent Towns,
cither upon Account of Water, \VthI’)l isvery fcarce
in Perfia, oron Account of the Pafture, which eve-
ry one difputes to that Degree that fometimes they
proceed to Blows  This Deroga has twenty Guards,
whom he is obliged to maintain at his own Charge.
Befides the Tribute of forty-five Tomans which he
levies upon the five Towns of his Juri{diétion, he is
alfo obliged to furmth forty-five more under Colour
ot a Free-Guft, to keep himfelf in his Poft ; and
though he has no other Eftate but the Fines, of which
he 1s even obliged to give one Half to his principal
Patron, he finds in the other Half of thofe Fines
not only enough to di{charge his Free-Guft, to pay his
twenty Guards, and to maintain himfelf in Plenty,
but alfo to enrich himfelf. As thefe Fines are arbitra-
1y, there’s Caufeto believe that thefe fort of Judges,
who profitby them, always extend them to the high~
cft Pitch.

O r this we may judge by another Fa&, of which
wy Author was Witnels. In a Town named Akuls,
one of the moft confiderable that the Armenians pofleis
in Perfia, the Deroga that commanded there percer-

vmg
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ving aprivate Man’s A, who lived there, browzing
in his Neighbour's Vineyard, fined the Owner of the
Afs fifty Crowns. "Che Owner of the Vineyard ask-
ing Pardon for his Neighbour, by reprefenting that
he did not take Offence at #t3 and that in order to
keep up a good Underftanding, and Friendfhip a-
mong Neighbours, they did nor take it amuls if any
one’s Afs happened to ftray intoa Neighbour’s Vine~
yard ; the wile Deroga upon this Reprefcntation con-
demned the Owner of the Vmeyardto the {ame Fine
of fifty Crowns; and then told them both, that it
was to teach them how to keep what they had.

B u t no wondcr that a Deroga of a Village thould
take that Liberty to opprefs the Pcople after thatMane
ner 1n a Corner of a Province, when the Deroga of
Lpaban 1tfelf, n the Capital, and under the Nofe of
the King, launches outinte Enormiues that are fhill
more flagrant. One of the chief Funétions of this
Magftrate was to take care of the Security of the
Cuty, efpecially againft Night-Robbers 5 1 which
refpeét this muft be {aid in Juftice to him, that he was
fuch an Enemy to them, that, Thanks to his Care
and Vigilance, there was notrone who efcaped him.
But inftead of profecuting’them when they were ta-
ken, he enly obliged them to ranfom themfelves like
Prifoners of War s and was fo excceding civil to them,
that when he found any of them notin a Condition to
redeem their Liberty, he had the Chanty to let them
outof Prifon inthe Night-time to commit frefh Rob-
beries; which they did with the greater Security,
becaufe fuch as were fuppofed to be in Prifon, and who
actually came thither (I(J)r fhelter, as foon as they had
robbed, were far from being fufpected ; fo that by
the Means of a fecond ROb%Cl'y they fccured them-
Iclves from the Punifhment they had deferved for the
firft.. What I have now mentioned was publickly
knowntoevery Body at [/paban, notlongbefore the

City was befieged.
~ G 4 Avd
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A xp while I am upon the Article of this Magi-
ftrate, I cannot omit a fecond Trick of his, which
willappear to be as flagrant as tbe former. An 475
gm’an geing to him for Juftice againft a Night-Rob-

r who broke open his Houfe, the Deroga commit-
ted the Thief to Prifon, order’d the Goods he had,
ftolen to be brought home to his Houfe, and then
faid to the injured Party, that, if he expeéted any
Juftice, he muft prove the Theft to him by Evidence,
and that the Goods forobbed did appertain to him.
"The drmeniany who was afraid of fome foul Play tro
that ftrange Judge, thought the thorteft Way wou;—g
beto compound with the Thief himfelf, and to en-

a%f him, on giving him up Part of the Goods which
i\e ad ftolen, to confefs the T'heft before the Deroga.

he Thief confented to the whole, and confefled the
Robbery inPrefence of the Judge. The Adrmewan,
who thought the Affair was determined by the Con-
feflion of the Delinquent, according to Law, was
‘very faroutin hisReckoning, for the Deroga turning
towards him in a very cold Manner, faid, #haz?
dave you no better Wutne/s ty produce chan this? 4
Rogue ! aThief ! You woeuld have me take fus Evidence ?
Go, Friend, bringme Witneges of Credsty Witneffes that
are ynexceptionabley, Mu/fulmen, andnot Armenians,and
2ben I'll bear you. 'Thus was Juthice difpenfed at //pa-
dan in the Reignof Schah-Huffern; and by the Man-
ner that the chief Magiftrate of the Capital conduét-
ed himfelfin this Refpect under the Nofe of the King,
in the Sight of his Minifters, and to every Body’s
Knowledge, onemay judge how it far'd in the Pro-

inces.

O x e of the Diforders that was moft complained
of, and which was not {o tolerable becaufe it had not
been fo cuftomary, was, 1do not only fay the Negley
of the Governors, with Refpeét to the Safety ot the
Ronds, but alfo the partial Connivance they gave to

he Highwaymen that infefted them, and with whom
divided the Booty. There’s nota Country in thg
Warl
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World where the Roads were as fecure as they were
in Perfia, beforethe Reign of Schab-Hufesn: They
mutft thank Schab-Mkas the Great for 1, whom I am
often obliged to quoté, becaufe Perjia owes what 1s
exccllent 1t her civil Government to thofe wife Re-
gulations ; and would not have fallen into the Defola-
tion the labours under at this Day, it fhc had not
deviated from them, )

T aT great Prince, who knew that Trade is the
Wealth of a Kingdom, and that nothing was more
effeCtual to bring foreign Merchants into the Coun-
try, than to fecure them from all Mannerof lufult
and Surprize 1n their Voyages, or Journies, had efta-
bhifhed fo good an Order with relation to that 1n his
Dommions, that People might travel there with as
much Safety as they do at Noon-Day in the moft ci-
vilized Townsof Eureps. Guards were poited at pro-
per Diftances uponall the great Roads for that Pur-
pofc, which, without being chargeable to the Go-
vernment, were maintained out of very modcrate
Duties which they levied upon every Load, and in
Proportion to the Load, that is to fay, fomewhat
more for a Camel’s Load than for that of a Horfe s
Which Duty was called R24erse, and the Guards Ra-
ders. They never committed any Robberies by main
Forceor Violence; but when, notwithftanding the
Vigilance of the Raders, any was committed fecret~
ly, and by Surprize, the Governor of the Town, in
whofe Diftriét the Rabbery happened, was obliged to
make good the Merchant’s Lots, at the Rate fpeci-
fied in his Boak of Accompts,including the Money he
had paid, both for Purchafe and Cuftoms. As for the
Robbers, confidering how the Raders, or Patrols,
were pofted, thatisto fay, 1g Places through which
there was a Neceffity for them to pafs, it was almoft
impoflible for them to efcape; and when they were
once taken, they had no K’Icrc ta expet. They
were put to Death by very cruel Tortures, as may be
focn in Taverwiery Lip, v. Cap. 13. wha me:x&ons

ree
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three or four different Kinds of it, the leaft of which
ftrikes Horror.

T H1s Policy fo wifclz cftabliffied by Schab- Abas,
was always kept up without Intermiflion under his
Succeffors, as we are afltited’by the fame Tavernier,
who travelled in Perfiz in the Reign of Schab-Solyman,
who was Schab-Huffein's Predeceffor. He fays in one
Place, Lis. 1. Cap. 4. that the Roads there were fo
fecure that they had no need to rendezvous, or travel
in Caravansand Companies; and, asto the Obligati-
on the Governors of the Places were under to reim-
barfe the Merchants what they had been robbed of,
nothing canbe a better Proof thatit was {ubfifting e-
venat that Time in its utmoft Rigour, thanaStory
which Tavermer tells of himfelfy, L. v. Cap. 13.
concerning two Bales that he ws robbed of. The
Governor of the City where the Robbery was com-
mitted, paid him on the Credit of his Book and
Vouchers, 14co Praftres, which were his Demand,
that is to{ay, abeve four thoufand Livres; and that
with fo good a Grace, that after he had paid him,
he likewife made him a Prefent of Wincand Provi-
fions.

I'T wasnolongerfointhe Reign of Schab-Huffein,
and nothing, perhaps, isa fuller Indication to whata
Degree the CE:overnmcnt was degenerat=d and wea-
ken’d under that Prince, than the Highway-Robbe-
ries, which were not only tolerated, but alfo encou-
rag’d, and in a manner authonized. The Caravans
did not dare to ftop any longer 1n the Villages, but
chofe rather to encamp under Tents, becaute of the
Difficulty ot avoirding the Ambufhes of the Peafants :
And they were obliged to keep conftant Guard, and
to watch every Man in their Turn.  Yet, notwith-
ftanding all their Vigilance and Precaution, it was not
poflible totally to efcape out of the Hands of People,
who refined ¢very Day in a Calling which was their
capital Livelihood. The very Mothers encouraged
their Chuldrentoit, by promifing them a good Sup-

per
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er if they had the Cunning to make a Food Prize.
t was to no Purpofé when any thing was loft to com-
plain to the Governor 0k the Place : It was not now as
in the Time of Schab-$obymwan, or n the Reigns of
the other Kings of Perfiapfrom Schab- Abasthe Great,
when the Governors were obliged to give an Account
of the Robberies committed upon the ILands of their
Jurifdi€tion, and to make good the Lofs.  Allthe An-
{wer that one of thofe Governors gave toa Merchant
of Teflis, who had beenrobbed ot confiderable Ef-
fects, wasthis; Shew me the Robber, and I'llobiige bim
to make you Reftstutsion. ’Tis true, that the Mer-
chant’s Reply to him was enough to confound him ;
Put me in your Placey {axd he to him, and yourfelf s
mine, and I'll [eon find you out the Robber. Butit was
all one, and how fharp foever the Reply was, the
Governor was not offended at it ; for there are no Peo-
ple that bear Reproachesand Injuries more patiently
than thofe of Quality in Perfia. 1§ a Creditor that
cannot get his Money, fay the moft provoking Things
in the World to their Face, they take no %ﬂxcepn-
ons at ity but hear him with an Air of Indifference
and Infenfibility which is ot to be parallell’d, which
made Father Fofepb Mariafayinhis Perfian Treafure,
That the Phlegm of the ltahans, compar’d to that of the
Perfians, z5 Paffion and Fury.

At laft Things came to fuch a Pafs, that the Mer-
chants in the Caravans not being able to guard againtt
the Subtlety of the Robbers, nor to obtain Juftice of
the Governors, werereduced to compound with the
Highwaymen themfelves, ecither by makinga Sort of
Treaty of Infurance with them, whereby they gave
them a certain Sum, that they might not be robb’d,
or by leaving them when théy werc robb’d in full Pof-
feflianand Property of unc Half of the Robbery to
fave the other. The Highwaymen confented to it,
and more readily, becaufe they found their Account
in it. For as they are very eafily deteéted in Perfia,
as every Canton knows thofe that follow this Calling,

and,
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nd as from Hatred or Fvy they betray and difcover
one anothei, a Caravan was no fooncr gone by, but the
Governor, whoknew where tp find them, arrefted
them, and took away all that *hey had robb’d, 1f they
did not preventit, by carrjtrdr him h:s Part, which
was always thebett Share of the Booty. However,
by this Conduét they faved themfelves from a Fine,
which he would infallibly have condemned them to
pay to him ; for as to other Punifhments they were out
of Date, efpecially that of Death, and thofe fevere
Punithments ufed in former Reigns. Every thing end-
ed in pecumary Fines, which reduced thofe Wre-ches
to fucﬁ a State of Mifery, asputthemunder the Ne-
ceflity of robbing agan for Subfiftance; and indeed
this wasthe Intention of the Governors, who were
too great Ganers by their Plunder to be glad to fee it at
an End, fo that whenthey condemned any Robber to
a Fine, 1t feems 1t was not fo much for having robb’d,
as becaufe he did not do it with Cunning; from
whence it happen’d, that many of thofe Mifcreants,
having nothing to depend on but the Bufinefs of Steal-
ing, ﬁudxcd to render thomfelves expert and accom-
plith’dat 1t, and roattain to the fame Degree ot 5kill
with thofe Knaves who m Perfia are called Karachyrfis,
and arc of furprizing Dexterity and Cunning. Thus
was the Face of Affairsalter’d to fuch a Degree, that
the fame Governors, whounder the preceding Reign
had been the Proteétors of the Caravans, and %urcncs
for all that were robbed on the publick Roads, be-
came in the Reign of Schab-Huffern, the Inftigators
and Accomplicesof the Robberies then committed,
infomuch that one mi%htju&ly have applied to them
the Moral of the Fable of Mufellim-Sade, a famous
Perfian Poet, where he {ays, That a Traveller having
plucked a Sheep fromthe Tawsof a Walf, threw st up-
on bis Shoulders, and carried it home ; and that while the
poor Beaft was rejoycsng in 1ts bappy Delverance, the Tra-
weller fiuck bis Knife into bis Throat, which made the
poor Sheep, when dying, to fay to the Travellery You ﬁ;
: Y
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wved me from the Teeth of the Wolf, ’tis true, but you
are the [ame to me asa Wolf.

W niLe all Things ran thus to Decay, both in
the Country and the Cypital, Schab-Hufem lay, asit
were, buried 1n his Hafgrrs and abandoning the reft
of his Dominions to tht Difcretion of his principal
Eunuchs, he feem’d to have no Tafte for any other
Place of Pleafure but this, which engroffed all his
Thoughts, and the Expences of which iwallowedu
the greateft Part of his Finances. He looked upon his
Haram as his particular Kingdom, and the only one
that deferv’d his Regard. As Kings who have any
Notion of Glory have generally a Paflion erther to
fignalize themfelves by new Conquetts, or to ren-
der themfelves formidable to their Neighbours,
by numerous Armies, thatare always well paid, and
in good Condition, or to enrich therr Dominions by
a flourithing Commerce: So this Prince difcovered a
Paflion to diftinguifh himfelf by theNumber and Beau-
ty of the Women that he kept mn his Haram, by the
Ruches of therr Habits, the Magnificence of their
Furmture, by the Enquiry after and Profufion of eve-

thing which could contribute to render his Stay
there as delightful as pofliBle 5 and he boafted publick-
ly, that he would {pare no Coftto out-finip the moft
riotous and moit voluptuous Kings that ever were n
the World, °Tis very certain, however, that nonc
of s Predeceflors came near what we have feen of
this kind in his Reign, either for the vaft Number of
‘Women, with which hehad filled his Haram, or for
the extraordinary Luxury and Splendor in which he
muntained them. His Z'ﬁ Carein the Beginning of
hisReign, wasto caufea general Search to be made
for all the handfome Womep in Perfia, and to order
them to be brought to his Haram. The Crop was o
plentiful, and feem’d fo frefh, that it ferv’d to give
Name to the Year {1701.) wheremn it was gather'd,
“‘which after that Time was called the Year Kyfveran,
i. c. the Year of Women. There is hardly a Coun-
try inhabited by fo many different Nations. as Perfia.

Be



83 The Hiftoryof the late

Bea young Woman of what Nation foever, except
the Fewifh, which was excluded, if the was but hand-
fome, fhe was pick’d up forthe King’s Haram. The
Governors of the Provinces, who knew their Mafter's
Tafte, and thatall the Servky® they were capable of
doing him in the Governmt were nothing in his E-
fteem, compar’d with the Merit of enriching and a-
dorning his Haram with fome uncommon Beauty,
made 1t thetr Bufinefs to look out every where, and to
procure them at any Price; and when they were fo
happy asto be able to accompany the Tribute of the
Province, which they fent every Year to J/paban,
with fome Prefent of this Nature, they were perfua-
ded that they had pad a better Compliment, and
that the King was more obliged to them, thanif they
had fent double the Sum to what the Province ufed to
pay. Eachof thofe Womenhad her particular Eu-
nuch and Chamber-Maid, and as to the Expence of
the Toilet and Prowvifions, 1t had no Bounds from a
Prince who thought 1t an Honour to out-do every
thing that had been done of this Nature. Befides
what he laid out upon them in the Haram, he gave
them a confidcrable Portion when they went forth to
be married. This was done fometimes, though ve-
ry rarely, during the preceding Reigns ; but 1t was
very common in Schah- Huffein’s Time, who beftow-
ed thofe Womenin Marriage, not only to his Cour-
tiers, but alfe to the inferior Ofhcers of his Palace,
and to his very Cooks. Asto the Great Men’s Daugh-
ters that had been bredup in the Haram, he married
them to other great Lords, not only after they had loft
their Virginity, but when they were aGtually with
Child. The worft of all for thefe Lords was, that
whatever Children they had elfewhere, the Child thac
was bornof this Venterbecame the clde®t of the Fa-
mily, and wentaway with the Bulk of their Eftates.
In1719. the Governorof Erivan was obliged to re-
ceive on this Footing the Daughter of a Prince of
‘Georgia, nam’d Koffrou-Kan, whom the King fcnm
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him from his Haram, with an Heir that he did not ex-
peét. There are feveral confiderable Famibesin Per=
Jfiay which boaft of fuch Extration, and call them-
felves Schab-Zadey i. &, King's Sons, for Za fignifies
Sony and Shah King. %hls Numberis theilluftri~
ous Famuly of the heredtary Princes of Gerngea, de-
fcended from Solymany the Predeceflor of Schab-
Huffern. But thele Schab-Zades are fo multiplied fince,
that their grcat Number has made them fink confider-
ably in the Efteem they were held in heretofore, and
bcfzre the late Revolution there were a great many of
them at J/paban who made a very mean Figure there.

Fr oM the great Number of Women with which
Schab-Huffein had ftored his Haram, we may infer
what an Attendance there muft be of Eunuchs, ei-
ther for their Service, or their Guard, which could
not but increafe inProportion.  Never King of Perfiz
had fo many by far, for they almoft equalled the Num-
ber of his own Guards, and indeed he had no other
Guard at the Times of the Kourosk, whichIam now
to give an Account of.

T 1s the Cuftom in Perfia, that when the King re-
moves from Jfpahan along with the Ladies of his Ha-
ram, toany of hisPleafurq Houlfes, a Proclamation is
made three Days beforehand, of the Hour which he
intends to go abroad 1n, and the Streets through which
heistopals ThisProclamation s called the Kourouk ;
and 't1s to forbid every Man from ftaying in the Houfes
that look into the Streets, through which the King is
to pals, or in the Country for two Leagues round.
Now as in Perfia they have no Ufe cither of Coaches
or Waggons, becaule of the Multitude of httle Ca~
pals which cut the Country, and are {o managed as to
water the Lands, all the Ladies ride upon l—g(orfcs or
Mules, with each their Eurmuch to hold the Bridle :
As to the Servant Maids, they ride upon Afles; and
one of Schah-Huffein's grea Diverfions in thele Kou~
rouks, was to whip thofe Affes till they threw their
Riders, and made Sport for the others. ~ Asthe Law,

which
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which banithcd Men from all Places through which
the King pafs’d with all this Equipage, did allo keep
off his own Guard, he could then have no otherbus
his Eunuchs, who furroundgd this whole Troop with
Gursand Swords. Befid m there were two other
confidciable Bodies of Eurduchs, one of which ad-
vanc'd very far before the Troop, and the other clofed
the March at the fame Diftance, not to mention thofe
that were employ’d, either to fearch the Houfes by
which they pafs’d, to fee if no Man lay hid there, or
to icour the Country, 1n order to putall to the Sword
that they found within the Limits prohibited by the
Kourouk. No doubt there muft bea vaft Number of
Eunuchs to fill all thofe different Pofts. Mean time
a great Number muft neceflarily remain, either for the
Guard of the Women’s Haram, or of that which was
the Prifon to the King’s Brothers and Children, who
were never more narrowly watch’d than in the King’s
Abfence. The greater was this Number of Enunchs,

the more was the Expence; and "us certain, that fe-
veral good Regiments might have been maintain’d

with the Money that it cpft to provide for the Number
of Eunuchs which Schab-Huffesn had more than his
Predeceflors.

N o doubt it was a great Burthen to the Stateto
maintain the Haram in the Degree 1t was 11fen to under
this Prince, who had trebled the Expence of 1t to what
it was inthe Time of his Predeceffors ; but it may be
faid, that he was yet more lavith in other Things, in
which thofe Princes were always very moderate, and
particularly in Building, in which he buried immenfe
Sums, and even exhautted the Treafures of the Kings
that had reign’d before im. Though their antient
Palace was fo fumptuous and magnificent, that it may
be look’d upon asa Monument of their Splendor, he
pull’d it all down, and built a new one, with#n Ex-
pence that fhew’d he did net value what it coft.

T u1s Building was {carce compleated, but heun-
dertook a new one yet more confiderable at Ferabarh,

one
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one of his Pleafure Houfes, about a League from Z/~
baban. The Buildings which he raifed there were {o
vaft and magnificent, that he was tempted more than
once to remove his Haram thithery and to make 1t his
ufual Refidence. As he had built 1naPlace that was
extremely dry, the reatott Expence he was at in this
Undertaking was for Water, which was abfolurely
wanting there, and which they were fuin to bring thi-
ther froma Ercat Diftance bg tonc Troughs, theEx-
pences and Labour of which cannot be conceiv’d, fays
my Author, but by thofc who have feent.

T u e burning of the Great Royal Salon, where
the King ufed to give Audience to the Ambaffadors,
and to make his publick Entertainments, was another
Occafion of Expence to Schah-Huffern, which was
more neccflary indeed, but help’d towards dreming his
Finances. This great Salon, nam’d Tchebel-Setoon,
i. ¢. Forzy Pillarsy, becaufe it attually ftands upon fo
1nany Columns, 15 a Building that ftands by 1t felf
the Midit of the Gardens of the Royal P«I{;CC of I/~
paban.  Chardin, who has givenavery exaét Repre-
{fentation of 1t m the Defcription of f/paban, {peaks
of 1t as the moit {tately Apartment in the Palace. 1t
happened that after onc of thofc pubhick Entertain-
ments which the King {fometimes made there in the
Night Time, aFire broke out there; which though
it was very violent before it was percerv’d, Partof the
coftly Furniture of 1t might perhaps have been fav’d,
and K/Icafures were taken for that Purpofe, when
'Schah-Huffein, from a Mouve of Submuifion to the
Will of God, forbad the Fire to be put out, faying,
That as st was the Wil of the Lord that bis Salon fhould
be burnty be would not oppofe it ; and though theie was
nothing more rich and fumptuous throughout the
whole Palace than the Furnitue of this Salon, which
was on Purpofe to difplay the Magnificence of this
Prince, he chofe from a Spirit of Refignation to Pro~
vidence, to continue at the Fire till the whole was con-
fumed.  But his Refignation did not hinder him from

H raifing
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faifing it again, and rebuilding it with more Splendor
than the former.

B r 51D E s all thefc ftately Ediftces, he ereted ano-
ther, which may be reckoned a Monument of his
Piety, as well as of his Pqwer. It wasa Monaltery
for Dervifbes, the Magnificence of which may be ima-
gined by the chief Gate of it only, whichis of mafly
Silver.  Burt that which ftill doubled the prodigjious
Expence of all thofe great Buildings, .s, thathenever
digefted any of his Plans thoroughly, and thatupona
new Thought he demolifhed the whole Pile to the
Ground, and begunagan.

It was hardly poﬂ%ble but all thofe extraordinary
Expences muft hurt his Finances; but his religious
Zeal made him undertake an unfeafonable Pilgrimage,
which not only compleatly drein’d hus Exchequer, but
alfo rmin’d all the Provinces through which he pafs’d.
There’s a famous Monaftry on the Confines of Perfia,
next to Great Tartary, dedicated toa Santon, or Sant,
of Aly’s Sect, inalittle Town named Afefzat, which
isabove two hundred Leagues from //paban. 'Thither
his Devotion carried him, attended by all the Women
of his Haram, and followed by a Tramn of 60oco
Men, which was foexpenfive, that half the Sum that
his Journey coft him, would have defray’d the Charge
of all the Expeditions againtt the Rebels of Candabar,
of which more hereafter

W £ mutt do this Prince the Juftice, however, to
obfcrve, that as much attach’d as he was to his Reli-
gion, he was not opinionated, and had no more than

iis Predeceflors, elpecially fince Schasr- Abas the Great,
any thing of that Averfion and brutal Rage which the
Mahometans of Omar’s Seét, {uch as the Turks are,
expiels againtt all other Religions, and efpecially the
Chuttian.  This may partly be afcribed to the Cha-
racter of the Genius of the Perfians, naturally incli-
ned to Kindnefs and Humanity, but much more to
the Extraétion of almoft all the Kings of Perfia fince
Sthab-Abas that reduced Perfia, who are defcended

from
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from Gebrgian Princefles or Ladies; forasthey are ori«
ginally Chriftians, they thll preferve, cven in the
Midft of Mahometifm, in which they are train’d up
from their Infancy, avery ftrong Inclination for the
Religion of their Anceftors and thewr Country : They
have alfo for the moft Part retain’d the Cuftom of ta-
king their Chriftian Names. The Grandmother of
the dethron’d King was called Maiy-Beguing 1. c. Pyin-
vefs Mary, forin Perfia, aswellasin the /ndresy at the
Mogul’s Court, the Title of Begum is the peculiar
Dittin&ion of the Puncefles.  This Cuttomn of ta~
king the Namc of Afary has pafled from the Huamto
the other Ladies of Perfia, clpecially at J/paban, where
’tis a very common Name. The Women being ac~
cuftomed to the Namc, they havea Soit of Veneration
for the Holy Virgin fiom whom 1t comes; they ho-
nour her Images, receive and preferve them with Re-
fpect, and Schab-Huffeis hunfelf voluntarily admitted
them, notwithftanding the Law of Afabomer, which
pofitively forbids it.

A's in Perfia the King’s Children are brought up
under the Eyes of thewr Mother ull fevenYears of Age,
and are permitted to fee them now and then afterwards,
no Wonder that they infpne therh with Sentiments for
aRehigion which indeed they fuarce know any thin
of, but for which they alway§ retwina Sort of Affeétia
on, as for the Rehgion of their Country. Schab-
Abas IT. Grandtather of the dethroned King, wasfo
prepoflefled in Favour of Chrnittanity, that it wasdif~
agreeable to him tofpeakill of it feveralincurr’d his
Difpleafure fox fo doing, and the Difgrace of Athemas~
Doulety who had govern’d during his Minority, was
attrbuted in great Part to the mnvincaible Averfiont
which that Prime Minifter dilRover’d upon evety Oc-
cafion to our Religion. And the Armenians of his
Time ufed totell oneanothery as Sir Fobn Chardinres
ports in his Coronation of Solyman, p. 169. that Scheb+
«Abas was more a Chriftian than a Mahometan. 1
know not what Credit may be gien to a Report

Ha which
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which was current in Perfiz at the Time he died, viz.
that he was chriften’d on his Death-Bed by Father Ra-
phael a Capuchiny who being his Mathematician and
Phyfician, had free Accefstohim. Iam the moren-
clin’d to doubt the Truth of this Story, becaufe Char-
diny who in the Book juft now quoted, feems tho-
roughly inform’d of the Particulars of this Prince’s
Death, does not fay one Word of this fecret Hiftory :
But however, the Sufpicion that was commonly en-
tertain’d of him in Perfia, isavery pofitive Proof of
the fhining Marks he gave of his Efteem and Affection
for Chriftianity.

Scuan-Soryman his Son, and Father to
Schab-Iluflerny had nothing of that ftrongand decla-
red Affcétion for the Chrittians 3 and fometimes he
gave the Miffionaries Trouble, though it was more
owing to the Infligation of the Eunuchs, who had
begun to gan Credit wath him, than to his own Ac-
‘cord. WWhat is certain 1s, that his Religion fat very
Yoofe about him, as he gave Reafon to judge, by what
he faid one Day to Buch-Zamber, the Ambaflador of
the Great Sobieski, Fobmlll. King of Poland.

N o 1 long after this brave Puince had drove thé
Turks from Vienna, it was'reported in Perfia, that he
was gone to befiege Conffantinople. Upon this Schab-
Solyman demanded of the Ambaffador what the King
of Poland would do, if he took that Capital of the

ttoman Empire; and this Minifter making Anfwer,
that it was his Mafter’s Defign to give no &larter to
any Mahometan; Very well, replied Solyman, making
the Sign of the Crofs, witha very gay Cotntenance,
if the Chriftians take Conflantinople, 1'will turn Chri-
ftianas well as they 5 and entertaining the Ambaffador
all Night long at a Feaft, he carous’d with him till he
made him{clf drunk, with toafting a Health to the
King of Poland.

Scuan-Hussein, though far more devout in
his Religion than Schab-Solyman his Father, was not
thoroughly convinc'd in his Mind that it was a:Vhit

etter
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better than the Chriftian Religion. One Dayas he
was thewing a Watch made for him by M. Rofjeas of
Geneva, his\gVatch-makcr in Chuet, to Grewader-Bafzs,
his favourite Eunuch, 7 ok/csve, {ays he to him, zhat
the Franks, (the Name by which the Exropeans are
call’d in Perfia,) are better W orkmen than oursy I am
very much afraidy that as they out-do usn Arts, they alfy
excel us in Pownts of Religion. He was (o affeéted when
he heard of our Hofpitals, and the Care thercintaken
of the poor Patients, that be was refolv’d to imitate us
in that fort of Charity. He caus’d a magnificent
Hofpital to be built at /fpaban, and order’dall, even
the moft precious Remedies that could be got, tobe
prepared in the Royal Difpenfatory for the Sick.  But
the Eafinefs of impofing upon a Prince mncapable of
erceiving it, and morcincapable fhil of refenting it,
ﬁ he had perceiv’d 1t, rendei’d his good Intentions
partly of no Effect; for they who had the Munage-
ment of the Hofpital that he had founded, turn’dthe
moft precious Remedies, which they got out of his
Difpenfatory,to their own Advantage,by felling to the
Rich what the King had mrtended to be difpens’d grarss
tothe Poor. He gave the latter another Mark of his
good Nature, by building feveral Ovens, where he
had Bread bak’d at hisown Charge, to bediftributed
to the Poorat a moderate Price.  Bur how laudable {o-
ever his Intention was 1n this Refpect, he would have
aflifted the Poor much morc effeétually, if he had pre-
vented the Monopolies of the Grandees, who in order
to bring their Corn to the better Market, privately
tinder’d the Carniage of any from the Country to //pa-
han  Schab-Solyman hus Father, who was at the like
Nonplus in 1667. the Beginning of his Reign, {oon
found out aRemedy, which was more profitable to
his Subjects, and not{o burthtnfome to himfelf. To,
redrefs this Duforder, he was at ng more Trouble than
to chufe A/i- Kouli-Kan, one of .the chief Lordsof his
Court, 2 Man of a good Headpiece and Refolution,
into whofe Hands he committed the whole Manage-
H 3 ment,
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ment of tus Affur.  Ali-Kouli-Kan being convinc’d,
that a Famine in a gieat City docs not proceed fo much
from the Scarcity of Corn, as from the Difhoneity
and Avanice of thofe who conceal 1ty or ftop up the
Canals by which it ufually comes, gave proper Orders,
and caus’d them to be exccuted with fuch Refolution,
that the very next Dayafter the King had nominated
him, he redue’d the Bread to a moderate Price, and
entircly 1cftor’d the Tranquillity of Ifpaban, which
was juil rcady 1o revolt. This may be {feen more at
Yarge i Sir Fohn Chardin’s Book of the Goronation of
Sohman, p 261 whercwe find, that what this Lord
did at that Junctwie, 1s woithy of the Imitation of the
politeit Vowns i Lxrope on the like Occafion; and
that nothing contnbuted {fo much to prevent a Fa-
mine, as an lluflnous Inftance (mention’d in that
Book, p. 262.) of his Difintercftednefs, and of the
Severity with which he began the Exercifc of his Em-
ployment.

W n e N Schab-Solyman made Choice of rhis No-
bleman to provide againft the publick Neceflities, he
was but twenty Ycars of Age ; and bang but juit
come out of the Haram, where he had been always
confin’d to his Coronation, he muft be very raw, and
amnexperienced in the Arts of Government.  But how-
ever, he was wife enough to chufe a Minifter of f{uffi-
cient Abihties to fupply his own Deficiency, and by
that Means he put a Stop to the Diforder, 1nthe Man-
ner that became a King 5 whereas Schab-Huffern his
Sonand Succeflo1, who was of amoreadvanc’d Age,
and confequently had had more Expenience, whenhe
was under the fame Difficulty, provided no other Re-
medy than what might be expected fiom a generous,
gich, private Man, without Authority and Charaéter ;
fo that as much a Kingas he wag, he did little more,
dunng a general Famine, than what was done all the
Year long by his Grandmother, a very charitable
Princefs, who limited the Expences of her Houfe-
keeping, andappropriated her great Revenues to the

Comfort
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Comfort and Nourithment of Multitudes of Poor,
as well Chriftians as of the other Religion, and who
for her immenfe Charities would have deferv’d te be
call’d S¢. Helena among the Perfians, 1if her Alms bad
been animated by the Spint of the true Faith.

F r o™ all that I have hitherto related of Schab-
Fluffein, useafy roinfer, that as he was endow’d with
fome of the Qualhties and Virtues which adorna pri-
vate Man, he had none ot thefe which are neceflary
for 2 Monarch. He was good natur’d and human ; but
his good Nature was of that Stamp which bears with
every thing, and pumifhes nothing, and in which the
Wicked, bemg affur'd byt of Impumty, find therwr
Account more than honeit Men, whom it deprives of
all Hopes of Juftice He hurt no particular Perfon,
and by that Meansinjur’d all Mankind.  The only In-
ftance 1in which he difcover’d the Marks of Greatnefs
was, his Paffion for Building, and his Inclination to
Magmficence, 1n which he tooka Pride, though his
Application to it did not fcem to be fo much that of a
King who makes it his fole Delight,y asthat of a Man
w ho makes it his unportant and his only Bufine(s. He
would haye nothing wanung, for his Bulldings, what-
ever was wantung n his Arpuies 5 and hike fome People,
who are always more forward to give Alms than to
pay ther Debtsy he bult Monaftries and Hotpitals,
while his Troops perith’d with Hunger, and difpers’d,
or fuffer’d themfclves to be cut in Preces on the Fron-
iers, for Want of Pay and Ammunition, being better

lcafed to have eredred fine Palaces in Ifpaharand the
eighbourhood, than he was mov’d oraffticted to fce
wholc Provinces taken away from him on all Sides.

AL this might pas for the Declamation of an
Hiftoran, 1t this Prince himfelf; inthe moft impor-
tant Conjunéture of his Reign, bad not explun’d him-
fclf ina Manner that proves 1t infinitely beyond what
I havedone, and which plaisly fhews how little Care
he theught himfelf eblig’d to take of any thing bug,
his Buddings, and the %anagcmem of bis Houles,

H 4 and
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and to whata Degrec he forgot he wasaKing. For
when at the Approach of the Rebel’s Army, which
was advancing by great Marches towards /fpaban, his
Mimfters and the Giandees of his Court endeavour’d
1o rouze lum by the Proximity of his Danger, and ad-
monifhing him, thit 1t wasavery ferious Affair, not
to be jefted wath 5 "Tis your Bufinefs, {ays he, to look to
thaty you bave Aimws provided s s formy Pasty 1f they
leave me but my Houfe at Farabathy  am content.  Thele
were the Sentuments of this poot King, who was pu-
nithed tn the very Thing for which he feem’d to have
any Fondnefs ; for his Houfe at Farabath, which he
had built and adorn’d with fuch Profufion and Magni-
ficence, wasnotonly the firit thar was plunder’d, but
ferv’d alfo asa Camp to the Rebels, who would never
have ventur'd to undertake the Sicge of Jfpaban, if
they had not found a Place for the moit fate and com-
modious Cimp they could have defir’'d within the
large Cricumference of that ftatelv Houfe which was
encompafled with high and ftrong Walls, and flank’d
with Towers at convenient Diftances.

Ho w kv E R, notwithftanding the King’s Indo-
lence, notwithftanding 'the Incapacity and Tyranny
of the Eunuchs that govein'd him, notwithftanding
the bad State of all the Provinces, and the general
Diffatssfaétion of the whole Kingdom, ’tis very pro-
bable, that Schab-Iluffuin would have died in Pcace
upon his Throne, as weil as many other Kings of his
Character, 1f, unhappily for him, aprivate Man of a
bold and enterprizing Genius had not been forc’d a-
gamft his Will to come to Coutt from the remoteft
Corner of his Frontieis, and above four hundred and
fifty Leagues from //pabun, who obferving very nice-
}y how every thing was manag'd at Court, and how
weak and confus’d were thofe Springs of thar Royal
Power, the Majefty of which had dazzled his Eyes at
fucha Duitance, nnagined that 1t was not ina Condi~
%7m to reduce any one to his Duty, thatfhould have
the Courage to thake off the Yqic. Upon this he

form’d
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form’d hisPlan, and after having exccuted it by free-
g his Country from the Tyranny of the Perfians, a-
gainit whom he always made Head aslong as he liv’d,
and whom he routed as often as they came to atrack
him, he lett a Son, who being bolder than hamfelf,
prefumed to undertake to dethrone his Sovereign, and
accordingly carried his Ponr, to the grear Aftomth-
mentboth of #fia and Errope.  This1 thall gwve an
Account of after I have m a few Words treated of
the Origmand Chaiaéter of the Nation to whom tlus
great Eventis owirg.

Tue Nationof the /GHV AN §, hithertoun-
known in Europe, and fcarce knownn 4f4a, whereit
Liesina Corner, hasrender’dat felf fo famous by the
Congquett it has lately made of Perfia, oneof the grea-
teft Kingdomsin the World, that there’sno body li-
ving, but will bevery glad to have fome Account of
a People, who havebeguntothew themfelves to the
W orld by fo fignala Blow.

T n e Aghvans, who were originally of the Pro-
vince of Szyrvan, which was apuently call'd Grear
Albania, and which is fituare between the Cafpran Sra
and Mount Caucafus, were Yormerly fubdued by 7a-
sner lane, who could reduceghem till after manyBattles,
wherein he cuca great Part of them to Picces. But
as this unmanageable People, not ufed to bear the
Yoke, were continually revolung, and touk Arms a:

amuponthe firft Occafion that offer’d, he thought
e could not make fure of them, but by tranfplantng
them to another Soil, being perfuaded, that when they
were once out of the Sight of their own Country, they
would at the fame time lofe that Love of Liberty and
Independence which had engag’d them in fo many
Rebellions, and which bad given him fo much Trou-
ble and Fatigue ; and in ordet to keep them under the
ftricter Subjection, he plac’d them between Perfia and
the fudics, upon the Confines of each of thofe two

Empircs, whichhebad equally reduc’d to his Obegé
eace, Tisiad, thatthey were antiently Ghrftans
of
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of the Armenian Set, but that they turn’d Mahome-
tans tor Want of the Affiftance and Inftructions of
their Priefts and Doftors, whom Tamerlane took away
from them, that they might fooner embrace that Re-
hgion. Astothewr Name, that alonefeemsto juftify
whatis faid of their Origin, with refpect to dlbania
forasin the 4rmenian Tongue our Letter Lischang’d
into G H, and our B into / Confonant, {o of the
Word Albans is formed Aghvans

Tu e capital City of the Country to which 7a-
merlane tranfplanted them, when he took them
trow Albaniayis call'd Candabar, a'Town which bor-
ders on Perfia to the Eaft, as it does on the Dominions
of the Mogultothe Weft. It had Princes of its own
foraTime, who fubfifted on the mutual Jealoufy of
thetwo Powers, between whichit was ficuate. But
at latt Schals- Abas the Great, who made as many Con-
quetts by his Policy as his Arms, found a fair Opportu-
nity to engage the Prince, who was Malfter of itinhis
Time, to put himfelf under his Protettion ; which
he did accordingly, on Condition, that a Prince of
his Race thould always command 1n Candaiar, as Vaf-
{al and Tributary to the King of Perfis. This Taver-

wier allo mentions in his Veyages, Lib.v. Cap. 23.
ScuaH-Apas, who, according to the truz Maxim
of all Politcians, was a puynctual QObferver of his
‘Word, withregard to the T'reatics that he had made,
even with his Vaffals, not only fecur’d the Pofleflion
of Candahar to the Prince who fubmitted, but alfo
continued the Goveinment of 1t to his Son /- mer-
dan-Kan after the Death of his Father. Schab-Sefi,
Grandfon to Schab- Abas, {ucceeding his Grandfather,
the Court of Perfia chang’d theirr Maxims. As Almer-
dan-Kan was poflefied of great Wealth, whichhe had
for moft Part by Inheritdnce from his Anceftors ; and
as he cut the Figure of a potent Sovereignin his Go-
vernment, rather than that of a Vaffal, alwayseating
2zt of Gold Plate, and keeping a Houfe almoft as mag-
nificene
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nificentasthe King’s; the Minifters, who govgm’d
during Schab-Sefi's Non-age, and who by m{'plrmé
him wth violent Sufpicions of feveral of the greatet
Noblemen, had perfuaded him to put fome of the
moft confiderable of them to Death, did not fail to
rafe the fame Jealoufv in his Breaft againit the Prince
of Candabar, whofe Wealth, of which they hoped to
be Sharers, tempted them more than the Poffeflions
of the others, whom they had caufed to be put to
Death. The Difficulty was to get him to Court; for
the Misfortune of thofe who, atter being drawn thi-
ther 1n that Manncr, left their Heads there, made
him very loth to go 3 und as he faw that, without Re-
gard to his Remonftrances, Couriers were fent to him
one upon the Neck of another, with preffing Orders
ro repar to I/pakan, he did not doubt but his Life
was aim'd at, and inorderto provide himfelf an Afy-
lum againft the Minifters of the Court of Perjia, he
furrender’d Candabar to the great Mogul. But he
would reccive nothing from that Prince, and conten-
ted himfelf with <he Honour which he did him to
Ewc him the firft Poft of the Kingdom, which he
ept Poffeffion of to his Death. When he retired
to the Mogul’'s Court, he carried fuch a Mafs of
Treafure with him, that without taking any thing
from that Prince, heliv’d at his Court with ‘greater
Splendor thanany body. He caufed a very fine Houfe
to bebuilt at Jehanabad, with a very fine Garden b
the Water-fide, which, accordingto the Report of
Tavermer, who knew the fndies well enough to be de-
pended upon, is the moft ftately Edifice 1n the Mo-
gul’s Dominions  That Prince was furprized how
Alsmerdan-Kan, without having any Salary from him,
could ive with {o much Magmﬁccnccas he did; but
one Day as he went to fee him with the Princefles, in
that little Pleafurc-Houfe juft now mention’d, that
Nobleman’s Lady open’d feveral Coffers full of Gold
before thofe Princefles, and whilethey were viewjag.
themfaidy That bis ALasefty ueed not be Suxprized sf ber
© Husbard
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Husband took nothing from himy becanfe they faw be bad
enough for bim and 15 Children to lrve upon.

H & had two Chuldren at the Court of Perfiz, when
he deliver’d up Candabar to the great Mogul ; and
perhaps he had not been {o much prefs’d as he was,
3f it had not been prefum’d, that his Regard for his
Children, who remain’d as Hoftages at J/paban, would
hinder him from carrying Matters to an Extremity ;
but having before his Eyes the Example of /man-Kou-
&-Kan, another Governor of the Province, yet more
powertul than he, who was only brought to Court
with his Children to be put to Death there all toge-
ther, he imagin’d that inftead of faving the Lives of his
two Sons, by repairing to Court, he fhould only haften
their Death with hisown; and ¢hofe to take Refuge
with the gicat Mogul, by dehvering up Candabar 1o
him, happen what wou'd, whereby he feenr’d his
own Life, as well as the Lives of his Children; for
whereas they would undoubtedly have been put to
Death with him, if he had goncto //paban, the Fear
of exafperating the Inhabitants of the Province of
Candabar, and of rendering them irreconcileable, by
putuing to Death the two young Lords, who were
defcended from their Sover~ign Princes, oblig’d the
Court of Perfia, which hop’§ one Day or other to re-
cover Candabar, not only to keep fair with them, but
alfo to treat them with more Dattinétion than ever;
fo that they met with as much Favour from the King
of Perfia’s Court, as then Father recerv’d at the Coure
of the Mogul.

THr1s Policy of Schab-Sefi had its Effe@ under
his Son and Succeflor Schab-Abas II. For when
that Prince went 1n the Beginning of his Reign to
befiege Candab.r, the Perfians who were in the Army
that the Mogul fent to 1ts'Relief, and which compofed
the greateft Part of 1t, remember’d the kind Treat-
ment which the Court of Perfia had thewn to the
Children of Alimerdan-Kan, and did not do every
thung that they mught have done to hinder Sciaazb-

o Abas



Revolution of PERSIA. 103

AbasTL. from making himfelf Mafter of ity and re-
entering it, whichhedid in16§0. Since that Time
it has always remain'd in the Hands of the Perjiany,
notwithftanding all the Attempts which were after-
wards made by the great Mogul Cha-Geban to recover
it. He caufed 1t to be beficg’d in vain three feveral
Times by two of his Sons, Sultan Derz and Sultan
Swat, whom he fent thither one after another, cach at
the Head of an Army of 300000 Men; and when for
Vexation that he had mifcarried, heasked dlimerdan~
Kan if he did not know a Way to put himagainin
Pofleflion ot Candabsr, that Nobleman §cncrouﬂy
replied, That be knew no other Way but to find out & fe=
cond Traytor that weuld betyay it as be bad done. ,
W HEN Schab-Solyman, Son to Schab-Abas 11,
fucceeded his Father in the Throne, durengzeb then
Erperor of Moguly, who had carried all his Pointsy
and was uneafy to let Candabar remain longer in the
Power of his Encmics, thought that the Diforder in
the Affairs of the Courtof Perfia, and'the Weaknefs
of the Government, under a young: unexpericnced
King, gavchima fair Oppostunity to undertake the
Congquelt of that Place with Succefs. He was ftrong-
éy tempted tnit, and wowld have certainly gone thi-
her, it he had not been diverted by the wife Counfels
of the Princefs his Sifter, who repiclented to him,
that it would expole the Glory he had acquir'd till
then; that the taking of Candabar was not an eafy
Matter 5 that the Armies which Cha-Geban their Fa<
ther had fent thither had mufcarried; that as his own
only confifted in a great Meafure of Perfians, who
ferv’d hum not without Reluéance, and gave him but
lazy Affiftance in that Expedition, he ought to expe&
the fame Fate 5 that if he did not come off with Ho-
nour, it would Be an indelible Stain to his Reputa-
tion; that, in fhort, he had not a great deal to gain
if he fucceeded, but that if ne mifcarried, his Lofs
would be infinite, Aurengzeb complied with thefe.
Argu-
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Arguments; and rhough whenever he fent Ambafla-
dors afterwards to the Court of Perjia, the fift Arti-
cleof their Inftruétion was nlwayf todemand the Re-
ftitution of Candabar, 1t was only look’d upon as a
Matter of Form, and did not hinder the two Kings
from living amicably, when thcy had nothing to
skuffle forelfewhere.

T uus the City of Candabar temain’d to Perfia. It
was a Place of the more Importance to this King-
dom, becaufe it cover’d the Frontiers towards the /5~
dies 3 and there was none {o ftrong in all Perfia, it ha-
ving been fortified by Eurcpean Ingincers, whomi
Cha-Gehan the great Mogul employed there, while he
was Mafter of 1t. As’tis the great Thorow-Fare of
the Caravans that go from Perjia to the ndies, or that
return thither fiom thence, it has enrich’d it {elf by
the Stay which the Caravans make there, and which
the Governors had the Art of protracting. One
may form a Judgment of its Wealth, by the Tn-
bute it paid to the King, which was twelve Pound
Weight of Gold for every Day inthe Year, exclufive
of many other Dutics, Fines, and Forfeitures. It
lies in the famc Lattude as //paban, atthe Diftance
of threc hundred and fifty Perfian Leagucs, which
according to Sir Fobn Chardin’s Calculation in his Co-
ronation of Solyman, make above four hundred and
fifty French Lieagues.  Asit wasfrom this City that
terrible Blow came which has ruin’d a Monarchy fo
powerfulas that of Perfia, 1thought my {elf oblhig’d
to omit nothing that might contribute to give a per-
fect Knowledge of it. Zawernier has left us a Draughe
of 1tinthe Fifth Book of his Voyagesto Perfia.

T H1s City therefore 1s the Capital of the Pro-
vince where the dghvans-were difpers’d, living for the
moft Part under Tents, like the Tarzars, being in-
ur'd to Heat and Cold, andall the Inclemencies of the

afons. With them the Matfters, Slaves, Horfes,
and Cattle lay confufedly under one and the fame Tent;
and this People is fo accuftomed to Ordure and Nafti-

nefsy
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nefs, thatif a Horfe drops down dead by their Side,
there they let him lie and rot, without l_)emg_o.ﬂ-'cndcd
at the Srench, or taking any more Notice of it, than
if they hrad not the Senie of Smelling.

T reE Y live upon very little, as moft of the Ea~
ftern Nations do, and putup with what th find, be
it good or bad. In the March which they made
through the Deferts, that they were oblig’d to pafs
over to Ifpaban, they had no other Nourithment than
parch’d Whear, an their very General, the Ufurper
Magbmud, was in thus refpect on the fame Footing
as the meaneft of his Soldiers. 'When they had made
them(elves Mafters of Zu/fa, a Town inhabited by the
Armeman:, agood Quarter of a Leaguc from /fpaban,
they found Soap there, which they took and cat like
Sugar, having never feen any before.  Forthey have
no Soap nor Lye, but Kennel Dirt or Mud, into which
they put thewr Linnen, and there kncad it with their
Feet, after which they wathitincold Water.  They
cat raw Cabbages, asalfo Lettices, and other Sallad
Herbs.

Nazir-UwrLvwa, one6f the chief Captains of
the Army, being at the Houfe of an Armenian Mer-
chant at Zulfa, helatter prefented him wath a great
Veflel,in which were feveral Pound W eight of Cloves
definng him to tafte them. Nazir-Ulla cat up all
without any Ceremony, and though therc were c-
nough to have killeda Horfe, he was not fomuchas
incommoded by them. They have no other Table
but the Ground, nor no Cloth, but thew Bread, which
they bake in Pans in the Form of Pancakes. They eat
their Meat half drefs’d, after having laid it over the
Flames, orupon Live-Coals. Intheir greatctt Enter-
tainments they have nothing more, and their only
Drink is Water, thcrebcingfcarce any Nation per-
haps that1s more averfe to Wine.

HEIR Wayof drefling anfwers to the Coarfe-
nefs of theirDiet. They weara Veft, which hangs
down to their Toes, and which they tuck up tow:lrgs

the
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the Wafte, under which they havea very wide Pair of
Drawers of plain Linnen, but their Legs are dlway$
bare. Thebetter Sort make ufe of Shoesor Shppers
when they ride on Horfeback, as alfo of a Sort of
Boots of very hard Leather, whichk when they have
fitted on, they never pull off, but there let ein remain
till they rot away. ’Tis truc, that fince they have
made themfelves Matftersof Perfia, they have begun
to wear the Perfian Habit, atleaft inPart, that 1s to
fay, they have taken the Veft which reaches no lower
than the Knees.  Astothe reft of their Habit, they
have not yet made any Alterationin it, which bears
fuch amix’d Afpe& of Magnificence and Beggary,
as is fomewhat ridiculous. For 'tisa fhange Medley,
to fcc under a Veft of Gold Stuff, a wide Pair of
Drawers of coarfe Linen, and under thefe a Pur of
Stockings that is yet coarfer ; for that is the Drefs of
the chiet Men of their Nation now at //zaban. With
thefe Velfs of Gold or Brocade, they make no Scrus
ple to fit down upon the bare Ground, with tleir Legs
extended, not caring how they bedaggle them with
Dirt.  Theonly Thing they arcneatin 1s, a longand
broad Piece of coarfe Lintn, which they wear about
therr Necky from whence it hangs down befoic them
bike a Slabbering Bib, and wnich they makeufe of to
defend themfelves from the Injuries of the A, and
efpecially to cover their Arms when itrains. Asto
their Heads, whichare thav’d, exceptalittle Tuft of
H.it which they leaveat the Side of each Ear, the

have nothing to cover them but a fort of Scarf, whicK
they fold feveral Times round, and one End falls down
upon the Shoulder, while the other ftands up in Form
of a Creft upon the Head, which in the Manner they
order ity looksverytioble. Their Santons, who are,
asit were, their Fryars ot Priefts, arethe only People
that do not cut their Hairy nor onthe other Hand, do
they ever comb it. Their Complexion is not altoge-

ther black, but fwarthy, very brown,and iriclining to
black.
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black. Theyare very ill fhaped, but of anervousand
robuft Con{gtution, of infinite Skill and A%lhty on
Horfeback ; fo thatif they let any thing fall tothe
Ground, they eafily take'it up, without alighting
from their Horfes.

As to therr Women, they go bare-fac’d, contras
1y to the Cuftom of almoftallthe Eaft. They wear
Ear-Pendants, cither of Glafs, orfuch other Matter,
which hang down to the Waift. They have their
Heads thav'd as well as the Men, but then they wear
Horfe-Tails round their Heads, which hang down
backwards to the Ground. They alfo make ufe of
Linen Drawers and Buskisis, and cover their Bodies
withalong Robe, which they tie with a Girdle under
therr Brcaﬁs.

Bu r tocome now to what is more the Bufine(s of
this Hiftory, inthe Chara&er of this Nationy thatis
to fay, in Affairs Military, it muft be own’d, that
there 15 not perhaps a People inthe World that has {o
much Inclination to War, and that is bettet form'd
and train’d up to it, their whole Lives being {pent al-
moft in one continued Robbegy, after the Manner of
the Tartars, and in makinggxcurﬁons among theif
Neighbours for Plunder.

A’s to their Manner of Fi§hting ina regular Bats
tle, they fall onthus: They placeat firft in the Front
of their Army, inthe Nature of their forlorn Hope,
the beft Troops they have, which they call Nafackc:

d Rechluvan, i. e. Butchers and WZq/ilers. Thefe
make the Onfet, and fall impetuouly upon the Ene-
my, without obferving Order or Ranl intheirArttack,
but puthing forward, inorderto opena Way for the
reft of the Army, which after this firft Shock, finds
auch lefs Refiftance. But when they are warmly
engaged, thofe Nafackei retire in Flank to the Rear of

he Army, where they form 2z Rear Guard, which is
nly to force thole whom they have engaged with the
nemy to fight, and to hinder any Body from falling
ack. Whenthey percci\ie one running away, ttgﬁ
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fallupon him, and force him to return to his Poft with
fuch heavy Blows, thatif he dots not make hafte, they
kill him. We may judge of their Refolution and Seve-
fity, by a Paffage that happen’dat the Attack of the
Bridge of Abufatbab. Asa Soldier who was wounded
theremn his Right Arm only retir’d to have huis Wound
drefs’d, a Nafackci came to him, and drove him back
to his Ranks, bidding hinr fight with his Left Hand,
if he could not with hisRight; and adding by Way
of Banter, thatif he thould al{o lotc his Lett Arm, he
muit bite the Enemy with his Teeth By this Difpo-
fition of the Order of Battle, an Army was inclos’d,
asit were, betweentwo Fires, that of the Enemy
Front, and that of the Rear Guard on their Backs,
which quite cut off their Retreat, fo that they were
under an indi{penfable Neceflity, either to conquer or
die. Thefe fame Nafackei are the Perfons whole Bu-
finefs it is to carry off the Bodies of thofe who aie
kil’d inthe Battle ; butasto the Bodies of thofe who
are {lain in the Flight, no Care istakenof them. Be-
fides the Sword and the Pike, which they mamage ve-
ry well, they have alfoTiftols, whichbegintobe ve-
ry commorn amongft theni, Before they had conquer’d

erfia, they were half naied, and had no other de-
fenfive W eapons but a Buckler or Cuirafs of very hard
Leather doubled. But now they make ufe of fine
Curaffes of Iron, which they found among the Sposls
of their vanquifh’d Enemy.  But as brave and refo-
lute as they are in the open Field and in Battles, they
are altogetheraslazy and cowardly in Sicges, which
they know nothing of. $o that there are #till {ome
fmall Towns in the Neighbourhood of Ifpaban, of
which they could never yet make tlremiclves Mafters 5
and if they have rcduc’g all the reft, 1t was only by
Stratagem, or by cutting off the Canals, or by Fa-
mine, and not by Force.

B u Tt one Thing which coatributes as much to
the Succels of their Undertakings, 1s the exact Dif-

cipline
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cipline 6f their Troops. Perhaps there are no Corps
chrc the Leaders have more Authority, and are bet<
ter obey’d. Though difpers’dnthe feveral Quarters
of Ifpaban, the Signal is no fooner givem, but they
repair inan Inftant to theit Colourss and the Moment
thev took Pofleflion of Z/pakan, the Townfmen were
fo (Z'fc and fecure, that they might carry their Money
intherr Hands, or upontheir Heads, without fear of
any Violence from the Soldiers. In the Tumulg
which happen’d when the Sultan A/zraff, who now
reigns, was plac’d upon the Throne in Maghmud’s
ftead, and during which the Aghvans fought with one
another, all the People ot ffpaban fhut their Shops,
and kept clofe within Doors ; but, asfoonasthe Riot
was fupprefled, the new Sultan fent Orders the very
fame Day to open the Shops onPayment ot agreat
Fine, which was done immecdiately without any Pre+
judice to the pooreft Burgher.

THE1R Treatment of thofe who become their
Prifonersby the Laws of Wars has nothing in it of
the Barbarity we find among gnoft of the other eattern
Nations. They look upofthce {clling of them into
Slavery to be a heinous Inplimanity, which they hold
in Abhorrence ’Tis trfic, indecd, that they kee
them at Home as Slaves, and make them dothe Dru£
gery; but, befides that, in the Time even of their
Slavery, they treat them with Kindnefs and Care §
they never fail, if they dobut pleafe them, to reftore
them to Liberty dt the End of a certain Term; in
which Refpeét they differ as widely from the other
Afiaticks, as they do in Good-Manners. For thep
can’t be reproached with any of thofeincontinent and
diffolute Extravagancies, fo frequent among theif
Neighbours; and if any of them are faulty 1n this
Kind, atleaftit doesnot break our, and they conceal
it to themfelves as a Vice which is neither commoms
nor authorized in their Country.

T H1s is the Chara&er of the Nation of the Azh«
%ans, who have lately ¢onquered Pergia, and prob “

2 ly
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bly would never have thought of a Defign of fuch Im-
portance, if they had not had a Manamong them of a
Genius above his Countrymen; and who at fuch a
Diftance, difpofed Matters fo well, that he left his Son
in a Condition to finith what he had but juft drawn a
Sketch of, and what he would never perhaps have
ventured to pufh fo far.

T u & Perfon 1l mean is the famous Myrr-Weis, Fa+
ther to Myrr-Maghmud, who dethron’d Schab-Hu/fein
King of Perfiay and Uncle by the Father’s Side to
Myrr- Afzraff, who fucceeded Maghmud, and reigns
at this Day. The Author of the Account inferted
inthe Mercury for November 1926. was mifinform-
ed, when he reprefented him as a Man born of the
Dregsof the People. The Figure he made at Canda-
bartwenty-five Yearsago, and the Title of Mpyrr, or
Lord, which he then was called by, plainly fhews that
he wasnomean Man; and certainly, it he had been
of as bafe Extration as the Author of that Relation
{ays, either he would not have been ina Condition to
gwc that Umbrage he did to the Governor of Candz-

ary orthe latter wouldi'ot have carnied it {o fair ta
hira as he did, amid{t the Su‘picions he had of his Cons
duct.

T #1s Govetrnor of Candabar, who was the firft
Man that took Umbrage at the Conduét of Myi r-Heis
was Georgi-Kan, Prince of Georgia. This Prince af-
ter having governed Georgia fome Time in Quality of
the Kan, or Governor, nominated by the King of
Perfia, who, according to antient Capitulations made
with the great Schah-Abas, cannot Yacc any Gover-
nor in Georgia, buta Prince of this Family, was wea-
ry of this Dependance, and took Advantage of the
\{’cakncfs of the Perfian Court, to free himfelf from
the Yoak, and to refumeall the Rights of Sovereign-
ty which his Anceftors had enjoy’d. He was a great

aptainy and the Army that wasfent againft him, as
{oon as they were informed of ‘his Revolt, could hl;Ol:

Ve
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have brought him to Reafon, if they had only attack-
ed him with open Force; but the Money that was
flipped into the Hands of the chief Lords ot the Coun-
try, who are diftinguithed by the Titleof Eriffaw,
did what the Forces of Perfia could never have done.
All thofe Grandees retir’d with their Troops, and the
Prince finding himfelf abandon’d, had no other Courfe
to take but to fly til] he could negotiate his Return,
and make his Peace. This he did with the more Eafe,
becaufe he was affifted with the Credit of his Brother,
who was at Court, where he officiated as Divan-Beg,
or Chief-Jufticiary, whichisoneof the firft Offices
in the Kingdom. By his Means, therefore, he ob-
tain’d a Pardon for his Rebellion, and was re-eftablith-
edinhis Government. But as his paft Conduét ren-
der’d hym ftill fufpeéted at Court, they took hold of an
Opportunity which offer’d to remove him from Geor=
g4, bigiving him an honourable Commuffion to the
“other End of the Kingdom. This Occafion was owing
to an Embafly from the Great Mogul.

T u 1s powerful Prince, who for above fifty Years,
that he had loft Candabar, made no other Ufe of his
Pretenfions upon that City but to trump them up
whenever he had a Mind tgfmake the Kings of Perfia
uneafy, fent a great and ffately Embafly to Sehab-Huf~

Jeiny in the Beginning of his Reign, to demand that
Placcof him. _The Court of Perfia, who took it for
a Menaceof War, refolved to fortify themfelves on
the Frontier towards Mogul, and chofe the famgGeor-
&i-Kanto command there, that was lately re-eftablifh-
cdin Georgia.  Nobody was more capable than he to
fecure the Frontier againtt the Enterprizes of the Mo~
ul; and befides, his Capacity and Valour, which
ept the Court in continual Uneafinefs while he com-
manded in Georgia, might be employ'd without any
Hazard at the other End of the Kingdom. Here.
ceived Orders therefore, to fer out with his Troops,
and to repair to Candabar, to command in that Pro-
vince, and to watck the Motionsof the Mogul ; and,
13 in



2 The Hiftary of the late

in the mean time, Koffrou-Kan, his Nephew, was
pominated to be his Licutenant 1n Georgis, and to go-
wern 1t in his Namc.

Georci-K a N behav’d jn this new Government
to the entire Satisfaction of the Court, whofe [ntest-
tions he puifued there to a Tittle.  Foras they were
not fora War; and asthey fent him to Candabar not
{o much to make War, astodeprive the Mogul of all
Pretence and Temptationto ity he took care, on the
onc Hand, to cf’m{;hﬂl fo good a Regulation 1n the
Heart of the Province, that the Mogul could not
hope to furprizeit 5 and, onthe other Hand, to keep
the reftlefs Aghvans he had under his Command witlin
Bounds, and to hinder them efpecially from making
ghofe Incurfions, which they often took the Liberty
to make upon the Lands of the Mogul, and which
ghat Prince might have alledged asa {ufticicnt Provo-
cationto{end an Army againft the Province. Such
wife Conduct which hinder’d any rifing at Home or
Abroad, rcconcil’d him totally to the Court. But
the Thing that compleatly cancelled all old Sufpici-
ons, and alfo gain’d him a Share of Confidence, was
the Intclligence he gavewith refpect to Ayrr-Heis;
and which could oaly f\gﬂfd from a Mimfter as zea-
dous forthe Intereft of thetate, as he was able and
clear-fighted to difcover every thing that could af=
felt it

As the Citﬁ of Candahar, which ferves fora Ram-
part to the whole Pravince, is the ftrongeft Placein
Perfia, Georgs-Kan faw prefently that that Province
had nothing to fcar trom the Mogul, aslongasall was
quiet at home. ‘This made him chiefly turn his Eye
to the People that inhabited it, in order to ftudy thewr
Charatter and Humour. He perceived that they were
g reftle’s turbulent People, naturally Warlike, never

leafed, but when they were making Excurfions up-

on their Neighbours ; and fo braveand refolute, that
they only wanted a Leader to become as formida-

bla to therr Snverqgnz when they knew their own
Stength
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Strengh, asthey were to the Frontiers of their Pro-
vince. Myrr-Was{eemed to himavery fit Perfon to
2&t thisPair. Hewasinone of thechief Starionsat
Candabar, where he exercied the Office of Chiclen-
tary or Intendunt for raifing the Tribute paid £o the
K:ing; and he managed this Employment with 2 Ge-
nerofity, Difintereftednefs, and Kindnefs, which
won him the Hcarts of the People. He wasexgetd-
ing rich, and madec a very proper Ufe of his Wealth
o oblige all Mankind, and to procure himfelf Friends
and Creatures. His Liberality was the more dange-
rous, becaufe it wasaccompanied with thar gracious
popular Air, asnever f2ils to make an Impreffion on
the Vulgar, whoare generally deceived by it ; and by
whom he was, thereforey beloved even to Adorae
non.

. T wue Prince Georgi-Kany no fooner perceived what
hc was driving at, but he took Umbrage; and, af-
tor having intormed the Court of his Sufpicions, he
thought he could do nothing of more Importance for
the Sccunty of the Province, than to remove him from
ity by fendinghimto /fpaban. In Turky they would
not have ufed that Ceremorf; and a pofitive Order to
fend the Head of Myrr-Hfisy would have made both
the Governor and the Qfourt eafy, astohim: Butin
Perfia, where the Auth®rity, as defpotick as 1t js, is
excrcifed with more Lenity and Moderation, they
were obliged to take other Meafures. The Governor,
therefore, contented himfelf with fending him to
Court, notindeedasa Proner, but caufed fo ftrié an
Eye to be kept over hum, that he could not eadily e-
fcape.  Ar the fame time hefent Word to the King,
that if he bhada Mind to fecure that Province, he
thould take care not to fuffer Myrr-#eis ever to re-
turn to Candabar.

Tris Procccding of Georgi-Kan was a Piece of
Ecat Policy, astheEvent fully proved; and Schab-
ufern would have been fill upon the Throne, if he
had not deviated from the Advice which this wife Go-

i4 yernog
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vernor gave him 3 but AMyrr-/eis by his Infinuations,
foon rendered the Governor’s Precaution and Counfel]
of no Effe€. As he arrived at Court with the Cha-
ralter of a dangerous and ﬁ;\flpxcious Perfon, his firft
A ppearance there was in the Nature of a Groz-T utzack,
or one that is always narrowly watched. Butas {oon
as e had Time to look about him, and to view the
Ground, what with his fupﬁle and pliant Temper, his
flattéring and engaging Behaviour, and the Splendor
he hived in,which always givesa Man Credit in Courts,
he found Means by his Friends to remove the Prejudi-
ces which the Governor of Candsbar had raffed againtt
him ; and though, partly out of Regard to Georgi-
Kan, they were not willing to {fend him Home again,

et he was no longer watched at Court as a fufpicious
¥’erfon, but flood on the fame Terms there with the
other Courtiers, and even thofc who were moft wel-
come there.

T u £ Expence he put himfelf to there, which the
Ercat Riches he was Mafter of enabled him to fupport,

ad put him onaFooting which gave him Accefs to
the greateft Perfons at J/paban. There was not a Houfe
of any Mmifter, or Lord of the firft Rank, wherc
he was not heartily wclcon?: 3 fo that any other Per-
fon in his Place that had only *im’d tobe diftinguithed
at Court, would have been highly pleafed with his De-
ftiny. But Myrr-Wers, who had Views much more
exalted, only confidered fuch Regard at Court, asa
properMeans to facilitate his Return to his own Coun-
try. This helabour’d by Degrees; and in the mean
time, that he might bea Gamer by the Force which
was put upon him to ftayat J/paban, and by that fort
of Banithment, which he was kept in at Court, he
apglicd himfelf to pet a_thorough Knowledge of it,
and ftudied how to make a profitable Ufe of his Difco<
yeries.

T u £ Oppofition and Antipathy of the two Facti-
onsinto which the Court was divided, could not lon
cfcape the Penctration of 2 Man fo quick-fighted ané

cunning
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cunning ashe was. He no {ooper perceived ity but he
refolved to make a third Party, by infinuating himfelf
into the other two; and he concerted his Meafures {o
well, and fo artfully covered his Defign that he was
never fufpeéted by either. W hen he was 1 Compangy
with Perfons of the fame Faétion asthe Prince Geoggs-
Kan. he thought no Encomiums too great to yelfow
UpOl,l him. Agmrdmg 10 him, ¢ He was a Prigce of
<« the higheft Merit, one of the King's moft faithful
¢« Servants; and one of themoft zealous Men for the
s publick Tranquillity. Never didany Governor dif-
« cover fo much Fore-fight, Attention, or Integrity.
« Inthort, he wasa Man born for the publick Good 5
<« and the very Terror of his Name onle;, with the
& Charatter he had for his Capacity and Valour, had
¢ kept the Great Mogul in Refpect, and hindered him
¢ from makinga Difturbance.”” Hefaid all this with
an Aur fo natural and fo perfwafive, that the Divan
Beg, Georgs-Kan's Brother, thought it all fincere, and
could not help chxdmg his Brother in his Letters, for
having 1ll-treated, and raifed a Sufpicion of the Mun
that was the moft devoted tp him of all the World 5
that fpoke of himn the hgédfomeit Terms; and that
was no lcfs than his Panegfrift at Court.

B u T when he happfned to be with thofe of the
contrary Faction, with' whom he thought he mighe
talk very frecly concerning this Prince, his Language
was the very reverfe. ¢ Then he wasa Man canker’d
¢ with Ambition, and in fome Contrivance againft
« the Government. He had only removed him from
« Condabar, faid be, becaufe he thought he looked

over his Shouiders, and faw too far into his Defigns,
and becaufe he was too zealous a Servant, to his Li-
king, for the King’s Intercfts, and too wellinclined
¢ to maintain hig Countrymen in their Obedience..
Then he complained of the Diforders commiitted
by the Geergian Troops, which this Prince had
¢ brought with hm, and which, fays be, ferve only
& to opprefs the Province. W hy thould the King-

¢ dom
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¢ dombe put to the Expence of maintaining an Ar-
¢ my, which has the Stain of a latc Rebellion freth
¢¢ apon 11, and which perhaps is battening at Casda-
¢ bary onlytobeginanewone? It there was an ab-
¢¢ folute Neceffity for keeping up a1 Army in that
«" Drovince, it were much better that they thould be
« ’I:) ps and Generals of the Perfian Nation, who
< might be Gainers by the Abundance of a Country
© folikely to enrich ticm. " Andupon this Topick
he warmly prefs’d them, oneafter another, to havean
Eye to this Government, by telling them how eafily
they might make their Fortunes there, without any
Nnife, and offering them his hearty Scrvices to that
¥ad. Hc back’d thefe Difcourfes, which he took
cave to ume well, with Prefeants of that kind, which
are welcome from a fine Gentleman, and which one
would think might be given and received without any
Confequence, though generally they touch to the
Quick. Thofe were fine fudia Calicoes, which are
very much coveted in Perjia, and efpecially certan
Woollen Stuffs, which are morc pnized there than
Clothof Gold. Having fo much Wealth at his Com-
mand, he fpared no Colt w0 get what was the nicett,
moft exquifite, and beft wiought of thc Kind, and
beftow’d them fo happily among the chief Men ot the
two Faétions at Court, that h¢ acquired an equal In-
tereft with both, It was by thefe artful Methods, this
fubtle Management that he abfolutely demolifhed all
Prejudices that had been raifed againtt him 3 and that
from a Man who was {ufpcéted, and, asit were, aPri-
foner of State when he came to Court, hecametobe
diftinguifhed there as a Confidept, and to havea great
Share 1n the King’s Favour, to whom he was as ac-
teptable as the mott favoured of hjs Courtiers.

A s {oon as Mjrr-H’esstound himielt in this Situa-
tionat the Court of Jfpaban, he thotight that nothing
could contribute more to confirm the good Opinion
there entertain’d of him, than fome popular A& of
Soodncis, which might give him an Awr of Devos

tion,
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tion, and make him efteem’d asa Man zealous for his
Religion and Salvation. A Pilgrimage to Mecca was
very proper to produce that Effet, and to conceal £till
greater Defigns, which we fhalllay open hereatter.

T v 1s Pigrimage 1s an Article which is as much
recommended as any 1n Mahomet’s Law. *Tis evegla
Command obhgin% upon fuch as have Abilities=sf do
it, and are not hinder’d from 1t by fuch great Qflites,
and confiderable Employments, as do not adéhit of
their Abfence. As Mahomet is cqually reputed both
among the Perfians and the Turks tor the true Mefliah,
and as their Diffcrence is only about the Succeffor of
this falfe Prophet, the Precept cnjommg3 the Pilgri-
mage to Mecca concerns them all alike: Bur this De-
votion is not ncar fo much in Vogue in Perfia, asitis
in Turky, and the reft of the Mahometan World ;
efpecially fince the Reign of Schah-Abas the Great,
who left no Methods untried to run itdown, andto
divert his Subjcéts tromit.

T 17 s Prince, whofe Attention nothing that could
in the leaft affet his Dominions efcaped, perceived
that Pilgrimages of this Nature to Mecea and Medina,
always carried a ércat Quahtity of Gold out of his
Kingdom, becaule the Pilgrims took no Coin with
them but Gold Duca::{ as well to pay the Tributes
demanded by the Turfs and Arabs through whofe
Lands they were obliged to pafs, asto defray the other
Expences of the Journcy. In order to remedy this
Mifchief, hedefign’d not to cut off thofe Pilgrimages,
which would only have ferved to frighten the Popu-
lace,who arc always fondly fupcrftitious, but to change
the Time of making them, and to turn the Devotion
of his People towards another Object, which did not
oblige them to quit his Domnimions ~ For this End he
made Choicc of aPlace called Me/zar, which Taver-
nier calls Meched, and Cbardin, Metched, 1n the Pro-
vince of Coraffan, and built there in Honour of one
of their Jmans, which they have 1n great Veneration,
A ftatcly Mofque, which was called Zman-Reza, afttgg



118 The Hiftory of the late

the Name of that /man. As he knew the Devotion
of the Pedple is eafily led aw:g by external Decoration,
and the Magnificence of Ornaments, he {pared no
Expenceinthis Refpedt, even {o far as to coverthe

ome with Plates of Gold. Atthe{ametime hean-
nexed great Revenues tot, for the Maintenance of the
Prigitythat were to officiate there: And becaufe no-
thir?;%ukcs fo much Impreflion upon the Subje&ts,
as the Example of the Prince, he wasrefolved himfelf
to make this Pilgrimage in Perfon, attended by his
whole Court, and with all the Pomp that ufed to ac-
company Royal Majefty. The Courtiers being fenfi-
ble that they could not make their Court to him better
than by crying up thisnew Altar, which he had iatd{'
fet up in Oppofition to that of Mecca, did not fail,
when they came back, to makea great Noife of the
pretended Muracles of Iman-Reza, which, though
difcredited by People of Senfe, were fo ftrongly be-
lieved by the Vulgar, who took them for real, that
they addrefled all their Prayers this Way, and by De-~
grees left off their Pilgrimages to Mecca.  The Suc-
ceflors of Schab-Abas followed the fame Plan to wean,
their Subjeéts more and more from a Devotion which
was looked upon as prejudicial to the Interefts of the
State; fo thatit wasrather rokerated there than fuffer-
ed ; and though Schab- Huffe:n'was fomewhat relax n
tkis Point, as he had been in other Maxims of his Pre-
deceflors, yet the Pilgrimage to Mecca was ftill in great
Difefteem, and few People in Perfia were tempted to
make it.

Bu t this Confideration could not effeét Afyrr-
#eis;who though a Mahometan as well as the Perfians,
was of adiffcrent Seét, the famne with the Tarks. The
two Scéts, into whichall the Mahometans are divided,
are diftinguith’d by the Names of Sumniand Rafi. The
former comprehends the Turks, and the other Follow-
ers of Omar; and the latter includes the Perfians, and
the other Followers of 4/i. ‘The Aghvans, by fub-
mitting to the Dominjon of the Kings of Perfia, hadcé

ma
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made it an Article in their Capitulation, that they
thould not be molefted for their F(eligion, on Account
of the Se& to which they adher’d; and never was any
Trouble given them on that Head ; confequently they
were not furpriz’d at Court, that Myrr-Weis, bei
an honeft Susni, had the Devotion to go to Meccg, Aor
which Pilgrimage thofe of that Se¢t have the ljgheft
Veneration. Onthe contrary, they were very, muc
edified, tofeethata Manwho liv’d fo agreeably as he
did at /fpaban, had Power to withftand all the Charms
that might have kept him there, to follow the Di&tates
of his Devotionand Zeal. Befides, he obtain’d Leave
to make this Pilgrimage with the lefs Difficulty, be-
caufe inftead of carrym§ him back to Candabar, itre-
mov’d him four or five hundred Leagues farther from
it for I/pabanliesalmott in the Centre between Can-
dabar and Mecca, having the former on the Eaft, and
the other on the Weft, inelining to the South.

T uvs did Myrr-Weis fet out for Mecca ; which
devout Pilgrimage deferves the more Notice upon this
Account, becaufeit was the Foundation of all his fu-
ture Undertakings. Itfervesasthe Epocbaof the firfk
Blow that he ftruck at the Perfian Monarchy, and muft
be look’d upon as the Source of all thofe Incidentsy
which afterwards prov'gl its Ruin, asI fhall now pre-~
ceed to thew.

T uoucH the Intrigues and the Management of
Myry-Weis while he was at Candabar, were juftly fuf
B:&ed by the Government, who had Reafon to take

mbrage at ity yet there was nothing criminal in his
Conduét. There’s all the Reafon in the World to
think, that he was not well affe&ed to the State at
‘hat time ; but it he had any Views of Rebelliony
-hey could only be founded on wild Proj which
he faw himfelf there was no Likelihood of bringing
to pafs; and ’tis very probable that he would have
ftopp’d there, if the Journey which he was forc'd to
nake to Court had not divefted him of a Prejudice

which hady till then, prov'daBarto all his De gﬁ .
K
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H & had all along depended fo much on his Credit,
on the Affcétion of the People, on his Power, on his
Riches, and the great Number of his Friends and Ad-
herents, that he thought himfelf in a Condition to
raﬁa Rebcllion in the Province, and to be Maiter of
the\eapital Crty of it when he pleafed. But when he
bethoyight himfelf of the over-grown Power of the
King of Perfia, {uch as he fancied 1t to be, hus im-
menfc Treafures, hisForces in all Parts, the Armies
which he kepr in Pay on his Frontiers, and which upon
the firft Order would pour in upon him, and cruth him
to Pieces, his Heart fal'd him. He look’d upon his
Projeéts as wild Chimzeras 3 and it appear’d vifible to
him, thatthe Contequence of fuchan Attempt would
only be the Rumof hmmfelf firft of all, and thatthen
itwould givealawful Pretext to aggravate the Yoke
of his Countrymen, who would blame him for it, and
for ever abhor him.

H £ was full of thefe Ideas and Prepoflefficns when
he came to Court; but he had not been there many
Months, e’er he was of another Mind. This Power
which he apprehended fo be fo formidable when he
viewed itata grcnt Diftance, wasmuch leflened when
he faw it clofely. He had il{deed a great Number of
Troops on Foor, but for moft. part il%pay’d, il kept,
difgufted with their Service, too weak and difpirited
to go any thing of Moment, and cramp’d by the Di-
vifion of the Miniters, one Part of whom minded no=
thing but to thwart the Projelts of theother. Be-
fidesall this, he faw a King of a mean Spirit wathout
Knowledge or Experience, who knew not the State
of his Kingdom fo much asthe loweft of his Subjeéts,
ameer Slave to the Eunochs, who commanded in his
Name, and were more Kings than himfelf. Myrr-
#eis, who wasa Man of Refle€tion and good Judg-
ment, when he {aw the Confufion of Affairs, and the
‘W eaknefs of the Government, could not exprefs hig
Surprize, to fee that the State fubfifted; and he per~-

civ’d that it was more owing to its Reputation than to
AtS
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its Strength ; and that confidering the low Condition,
to which the Kingdom wasreduc’d, there was no Pro-
vince {o {mall, bat might fhake off the Yoke with
Impumnty, and feticfelf freeif it had but the Courags
toattempt it. . .

W m a T he had all along thought impratticable,
and as it were chimerical, 1n the %chemcs which-h=
had {fometimes contriv’d for a Rebellion, appear’d then
to him not only poffible, but even eafy and infallible.
From that Moment he form’d and fix’d hisProjeét s
and the firft thing he did in Confequence was the Jour=
ney to Mecca. )

W m aTEeVER was his Confidence in the Credit
that he had acquir’d with his Countrymen, he thought
that in an Enterprize of fuch Importance as that which
he had in his Head, there was an abfolute Neceffity of
binding them to his Intereft,by fomething yet ﬁrongcn
than the Affetion which they bore to him, and which
might be of fucha Nature, asindifpenfubly to engage
the whole Nation ; and as there is no Tie more power-
tul or efficacious than that of Confcience, he propo-
fed to rurn his Rebellioninto a War of Religion, and
to get the Santtion of a Law for it, to wlnc% eventhe
moft moderate of the Nation could not but pay a De~
ference, and ablind Sybmuflion.

T u A T was the Motive of his Pilgrimage to Mec-
¢a, where, after he had perform’d the Devoirs of his-
Religion, he fent to defire the chief Dottors, who
refided both at Mecca and Medina, that they would

leafe to grant hima particularand fecret Conference,
an order to confult them, and take their Opinion on
fome Scruples of Confcience, which had for a long
Timedifturb’d him. The Conference being granted,
Myrr-J¥eis open’d it with magnificent Prefents of all
the richeft and fineft Things ;Eat he could pick up in
Perfiay and then told them, that though his Confcie
ence had fora long Time prefs’d him ta come to Maho~
mer’s Tomb, yet he muft confefs to them, that one of
the chief Motives which had at laft determin’d him to
undertake-
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undertake that pious tedious Pilgrimage, was the De<
firc he had of confulting the moftlearned Doétors of
the Law, and the greateft Lights of the Mahometan
Religion; that the Situation he was in of being re-
du\c’g with his whole Nation under the Obedience of 2
hetetick Prince, had ftarted Doubts and Perplexuties
in bis Mind, which nothin§ lefs than an Authornity {0
rrefragable as theirs could atisfy ; that he knew that
their Decifions were admitted as Oracles in all the
Courts of the Eaft ; that he would receive them for
him and his Countrymen with the fame Reverence,
and that he would adhere to what they thould pro-
nounce, as much as if Makomet himfelf had dccidcc? it.

ArTEeR this thort Preamble, he fPropofed his
Doubts to them by Way of Cafes of Confcience.
Fi1rsT; hedefired to know, “ Whetherin the Op-
< preflion which the Perfians were kept under, they
¢ could in Confcience lay hold of any favourable Op-~
& portunity to recover their antient ibcrt§by Force
¢ of Aims, and free themfelves from a Yoke, by
¢ which they were cr.\mfp’d in the Exercife of their
& Rehgion, the Laws of which were violated every
¢ Day?

“ SecoNDLY, hedefired to knowif they were
& oblig’d to keep the Oath of Allegiance, which the
¢ chief Men of each Family Bad been forc’d, with
é¢ the Knife at their Throats, to fwear to Hereticks of
¢¢ the Muffulman Law, fuch asthe Perfians, efpecial-
¢ ly confidering the Non-obfervance of the Conven<
¢ trons ftipulated, and Privileges granted under the
¢ Seal of the Oath takenby the King, and not mind-
¢ ed by the Perfians, who not content with all the
¢ Affronts which they have loaded them with, have
¢ juft now, asthelaft Infult they can fubjeét them to,
¢ put them under the Slavery of Ghiaghonrs, (a Term
¢ that fignifies Infidel, and which the Muffulmen in-
& fult the Chriftians with,) who take away their
¢ ‘Wives and Daughters, carry their Sons into Slavery

.50 Georgiay and fell them afterwards like Cattle 5
& that
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% that moreover they prophane and deride what was
€ moft facred in their Religion, and that many of
¢ them, forc’d by the Georgrans, had had the Mistors
¢ tune to abjure Mahometifmy orelfe being {educ’d
« and drawn away by the Perfians, embrac’d their
¢ Sect, bothtothe great Prejudice of the Mahome-
¢ tan Religion.”

THESsE two Cafes of Confcience were much the
fame in Effeét; for admitting that it had been decided
as to the firft, thatrthey mightin Confcience rebel a-
gainft their King, ’us evident, that from that Time
they were not bound to their Oath of Allegiance.
But probably Afysr-/¥ess was very glad to put Things
in the ftrongeft Light he could, and to have an Occa-
fion by Favour of the fecond Cafe, to givea longer
Detail of thafe Grievances of his Countrymen that
were moft likely to move the Compafhion of the Doce
tors whom he confulted.

B u t this Precaution was not very neceffary 3 and
it may be fad, that confidering the Averfion, and e-
ven afort of Abhorrence, which the Zurks, and efpe-
cially the Men of the Law, have to the Perfians, from
2 Principle of Confcicnce and Religion, they are al-
ways 1cady cnough to do them an Injury ; for they
hate them to fuch a Degree, that they commonly fayy
’tis not fo great a Sin in the Article of wilful Murder,
to kill forty Perfians, or Men of Rafi’s Se&, astokill
cne Chriftian; and that in lawful War, ’t1is more me-
titorious to kill one of thofe than forty Chriftians.
Befides this Core of Averfion, which is common to
all the Zurks in generaly with refpet to the Perfians,
whom they look upon as the moft dangerous Here-
ticks, and the moft corrupt of their Religion, the
Dockors of Mecca and Meding have other particular
Motives of Refentment and Enmity againft them, as
well on Account of what Schab-Abas the Great did
formerly, by eftablifhing the Pilgrimage of Me/zat,
inorder to divert his Subje&ts from that of AMecce, as

* K in
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in Purfuanee of the anthentick Excommunication,
which thofe fame Do ors formerly fulminated againik
the Perfians, upon the Inftance of Amurath, againtt
whom Schab- Abas made W ar with Advantage.  Du-
1ing the Confufion which the Zurk was in, he ima-
gin’d that nothing would be more proper to infpire his
Froops with frcﬁx Courage, and to ammate them a~
gunit the Perfians therr Enemies, than to publith
againft them 1n the moft flagrant Manner, a fort of
Crufado, accompanied with all manner of Excommu-
mecations and Curfes: And asthe Fmans, or Prieftsand
Dottors of the Law, who refide at Medina and Mecca,
are held in fingular Veneration, not anly in Zurky, but
alfo throughout the Eaft, he defired them to publifh
the fame m their Name. ’Tis too long to benferted
here at large; ’us fufhcient to take Not:ce, that a-
mong the érlcva.nccs which are there particulanz’d,
they reproach the Perfians for not believing, that at the
Abdeft or Wathing, 1t 1s lawtul to wath the Foot all
naked, bat only to {prinkle the Water hghtly overit;
for never thaving therr Muftaches, but only the Beard
of the Chiny, which 19 the comeliet Ornament of a
Man, as alfo for curting 1t how they pleafe; forufing
in thewr Shoes and Stockings the holy green Colour,
confccrated to the Banner of Mebomet, and for wear-
mg the red Turban. And!finally, after having de-
clar’d that they are branded as Hereticks in feventy Pla-
cesof the Alcorgn, that they are become abominable,
that they are the Sink of all Manner of Uncleannefs
and Sins, that they are the moft infolent and moft irre~
concileable Enemies that the Tarks have in the World,
the Auft: concludes in thefe Words : (See the Hiftory
of the Prefent State of the Ortoman Empire in 1670.
Lib. 1. cap.x.) % By, Virtue theretorcot the Autho-
¢ rity which I have receiv’d from Mabome: himfelf,
¢ and by Reafon of your W ickednefs and Unbelief, I
¢ publhickly pronounce, that tis lawful for any Be-
“ lLver, of whag Nauonfoever, to deftroy ami root

¢ you
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« youout. If hethatkilletha Rebel Chriftian, doth
<« a Thing agrecable to God, he that killeth a Perfian
« doth onc that deferves a Reward feventy times grea-
¢ ter. Thope alfo from the divine Majefty, that in
¢ the Day of Judgment he will make you ferve in-
& ftead of Aflcstothe Fews, that that miferable Na-
 non which is the Centempt of the World, may
¢ mount and trot with you to Hell.”

T H o v 6 Schab-Abas, who was perfonally brand4
ed 1 this Excommunication, was not of a Charaéter
to be very uneafy at any Anathema fiom Aecca, yet
he was not willing to be 1n Debt to the Turks on that
Score; and in orderto pay them Curfe for Curfe, he
caufed them to be {olemirly excommunicated in his
Turnby his Szicheliglamy1 e. theHigh-Pricft of Perfia,
and by Way of Reprifal for the Gurfe upon the Per-
Sfians, thatthey might ferve as Afles to carry thcgewr
to Hell, one yet more infulting was vented againft the
Turksy wifhing that the Excrements of the drmemans
might fall upon the Head of Omar, whom the Zurks
acknowledge Mahomet’s true Succeflory and the great=
eft Prophet of their Law, nexttohim. This Impre-
cation s continued, evento this Dayin Perfiay and as
often as the Moullas call the People from the T'op of
the Mofques to come to Prayers, they finuth their Ine
vitation with that pious®Ejaculation.

F R o m all this’t1s natural to infery that Afyrr-Weis
play’d a fure Game when he addrefs’d himfelf to the
Imans of Meccas and that it was in a proper Senfe,
making the Perfians own Friends their Prefecutors.
He had alfo all the Sausfattion on the Part of thofe
Dottors that heexpected ; for they not only folv’d all
his Doubts, according to his Defire, but they alfo
gave him the Decifion, or the Fetfa*, in Writing,

K2 fign'd

-

* This os the Name shey givesn Turky 10 the Solusion which the Mufti
grves whon be is confuired npon any Affair of State or private Calt "’;
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figh'd by the Doétors, feal’d with the Seal of Aecca
and vefted ina Word with all the Forms that could
render 1t moft authentick.

It was with this impdrtant Piece that Myrr-Weis
return’d to f/pakban, more pleafed with the Fruit of his
Journey, than ever was any Pilgrim of Adecca : His
Return gave equal Pleafure to the two oppofite Facti-
ons of the Court, ecach of which number’d him 1n
their Paity; and he recosciled them to himfelf fhll
more, by curious Prefents of various Kinds, which
he brought from his Pilgrimage, and efpecially of the
Banner of Mecca, which is the moft coftly, and the
moft coveted over all the Eaft.

NeEVERTHELESS, though after he was fur-
nifh’d with the Decifion at Merca, he delay’dagreat
‘while to put himfelf ina Situation to make Ufe of it
for the Execution of his Projeéts, yet he took great
Care of difcovering the leaft Sign ofy Impatience to be
fent back to Candabar. On the contrary, he never
thew’d more Indifferenice 1 that Refpeét, than when
Ie was moft eager to return, and had moft Reafon to
with himfelf there. He cven affeted to make believe,
that he ‘had taken a Fancy to Ifpaban, and he often
talk’d of fending for his Family thither.

T #us he amufed the Court by an external Air of
Indifference, till fome fair Opportunity thould offer
for his Departure. He hop’d indeed to lay hold of the
firft that fhould prefent it felf, but he did not forefee
that one was like to offer o foon, when upon Occafion
of the moft trifling Incident to all Appearance, he
found Means to force the King and his Minifters to
fend him back to Candabar, asa Manof Confidenceat
Court, and upon whoft Zeal and Abilities they rely’d

moft

the Queftion 15 well fated, and commutted to Paper in few Words, be
wrises at the Bottom Yes, or No, or after another wery fhort Manner ;
#ad this Opimson 15 call' d Fesfa s Afier which be adds, God knows beft,
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moft for the Maintenance of their Authority through-
out the whole Frontier.

A N Ambaffador arriv’d at that Time at Schamachi %,
who was going to the Court of Perjiz from the Czar
of Mufcovy. The Gentleman’s Name was Ifrael Oru,
an Armenian Adventurer, born at Kapanlu m Perfia,
who after having travell'd through France, Jtaly, and
Germany, felling Coffee in the Armies, lifted himfelf
a Soldier at length in the Troops of the Emperor Leo-
poid, and attain’d to the Rank of a fubordinate Officer.
Being a Man of Intrigue, hefound Accefs to the Mi-
nifters of the Court of Vzenna; and becaufe he very
well underftood the chief Languages fpoke in the
Eaft, hewasf{entto Conflantinaple to found the Dion-
fition of the Turks, with refpeét to the Peace they had
2 Mind to propofe to them, and which was afterwards
concluded by the Treaty of Carlowsz. Then he pafs’d
into the Czar’s Scrvice, who made him a Colanel of
his Troops, and who not being included in the Treaty
of Carlowstz, employ’d him 10 his Turn at Conflants-
nople, to negotiate an Accommodation with the Turk,
being unwilling to bring him*upon his Back, while he
made War with the King of Sweden, whom he in-
tended taattack forthwith.

TH1s Armeman haying condnéted the Negotia-
tion to the Czar’s Sat:slfr:ﬁ:ion, he defir'd, that as
a Reward for his Services, he would gratify him
with the Embafly to Perfia, as the moft proper
Mecans he could think of to enrich himfelf in alirtle
Time, becaufe as the Ambaffadors pay no €uftoms in
Perfia, he propofed to carry with him, which he
did, a great Quantity of valuable Merchandize, by
which there was vait Gain to be made, confidering

Kj the

-

* Tavernier and Chardin call it Chamaky, but in the fpelling of this
Word 1have followed the Aushor of my Memoirs. The Governmens of
Szamach: rakes 1 a Pars of Southern Media, and Hyrcania,
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the Exemption from the ordinary Duties. As foon
s he obtain’d a Grant for it fiom the Czar, he pofted
to Viennas where in Memory of his paft Services, he
alfo obtain’d Letters from the Emperor for the King
of Perfia. From thence he went to the Court of
Rome, where giving himfelf out for a Man of the
firft Rank, that had a World of Credit with the
Schifmatick Armemans, whom he would engage to
bring into the Pale of the Church, he was {o {uccefs-
ful as to geta Brief for that Purpofe from Clement XI.
for the faid King of Perfia.

B e1n: furnifh’d with all thefe Pieces, he arriv’d
at Szamachi witha very great Rerinue, as well of 47«
wmenians, who were at the Charge of the Embafly, ag
of Mufiovites, who being defign’d for the Guard of
the Ships which the Czar had inaPort of the Ca/pran
Sca, not far trom Szamach:, accompanied him to this
City, inorder to give the more Lufire to the Embafly.
1 thall not bere enter into the Particulars of this Aruze-
pan’s Condu&t, who was more a Merchant than an
Ambaflador, and fhall fay nothing more of himthan
what relates to my Subject.  *Tis hardly credible how
much this Embafly, as inconfiderable as it was in the
main, alarm’d the Court of Jfpahan, to which two
Things efpecially contributed. Firft, his numerous
Retinuc, which however when he came to Jfpzhan,
was reduc’d to two hundred Perfons. Secondly,
Some Difcourfe of his in Publick at §zamachi, where
he faid he was defcended of the antient Kings of 4r-
omenizy and gaye to underftand, that he did not re-
nounce his Rights to that Sovereignty.  All this terri-
ficd the Court of Perfia, who did not believe that an
‘Armemiany a natural born Subje of the King, fup-

orted by a Prince fo powerful as the Czar of Adufovy,
and with a2 Retinuc as numerous as that which, ’tis
faid, he had at Szamachi, was come into Perfia with-
out fome fecret Defign.  As this Ambaffador boafted,
among other Things, that he would caufe all the Miffi-
Quanes
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onaries to be turn’d out of Perfia, by convincingthe
Courr, that the Recommendations and Letters of the
Chrittian Princes, by Favour of which they had found
Protection 1n Perfia, were all falle and fpurious Pieces,
{Difcourte which he chofe to indulge himfelf intodo
2 Pleafure to thc Armenians, who as Schifmaticks,
wifh’d the Miffionaries no Good ;) the Europeansywho
had the Intereft of thefe at Heart, and efpecially M.
Michela Iy enchman, fent tothe Court of Perfia by the
late King for the Interefts of Commerce, thought he
could not perform a greater Service to Religion, than
to diffwade the Court frem receiving the Ambaflador.
For this End he made ufe of the Alarm taken there at
this drmeman’s Difcourfe, andinftead of dimimithing
increas’d a1ty by magnufying fome Reports that were
current about the pretended Pirediétions which the
Armenzans pleafed themfelves with, asbeing contain’d
in their Avchives 3 and wheremn 1t was faid thar the
Kingdom of Armenia thould nife or revive one Day,
under the Proteétion of the #ufcovires. And, mnor-
der to render the Alarm {till more prefiing, the Am-
baflador’s Anagram was tacked to thofe grcdv&xons,
by thewing that 1n Jfrael/ Orz were found the Letters
#l feva Roiy 1.e. He fball be King.

A vy this took, indced, but it had an Effeét at
Court quite contrary §o what was propofed; for du-
ring the Alarm at the pretended Projets of that Am-
baflador, 1t was imagined he would not be fo formida-
ble at Jfpaban, if they could draw him tluther, as ke
mght be if they left hum in the Country ;5 befides that
they could not fend back the Ambafludor without
offending the Czar his Mafter, whom they were not
willing to embroil themfelves with, efpecially fince
the Superiority which his Victories had gamed him
over the Swedes.

T u e Governor of Szamachi received Orders there-
fore to fend the Ambafladoraway to J/paban, where he
was recaived with all the Tokens of Honour and Di-

K4 ftin&ion
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ftinftion. He managed his Affurs there very well,
with Refpeét to his Commerce ; and befides carried it
very even both to the Armemans and Europeans that
wereat [/paban. He died feveral Years afrer at Affra-
can, aftaunch Catholick, to the Martification of the
Bithops of his own Copntiy, whom he would not
give Ear to 3 and he carried the pretended Hopes of
the future Re-eftablithment of the Kingdom with him
to hisGrave. 'This I thought fit juft to mention here,
that the Reader might have no Queftion to ask, as to
the Confequences of an Embafly which did no great
Harm to Perfia, from the Part where it was appre-
hended, but afterwards was the Caufe of irreparable
Milchief from another Quarter, by the Ufe which
Myrr-Wess made of the Contufion which that Event
had caufed at Court.

T 1 1s Man, who had more Senfe alone than all the
Minifters of the Court put together, could not 1na-~
gine how Perfons that were at the Head of Affausin
fo great a Kingdom as that of Perfiay fhould be alarm-
ed at any thing fo chiraerical as all that Stuff which
was related concerning the A menan Ambatiador, and
Embafly 5 and, perhaps, nothing encouraged him
more to put 1n Exccution what he had beenlong con-
triving, bur the Contempt which he enteitained for
the Per fian Court and Mimifters.  But how chimerical
and frivolous foever were the Defigns with which they
were alarmed, he refolved, fince the Court thought
them real, to make that the Foundation of the Scheme
he had laid to befent back to lus Province : So that in-
ftead of opening the Eyes of the Minifters and the
Court, to fee how they were impofed on, hemadeit
his Endeavaur to fwell the Objeéts, by dugmenting
and corroborating the Delufion as much as poffible.
No Body feemed more {erioufly impre(s'd than he by
every thing that was faid of the future Re-eftablith-
ment of the Kingdom of Armenia. He created Diffi-
dence and Sulpicions upon this Head, among all the
Courtiers; and the Efteem which Pcople had of his

Abilities



Revolution of PERSTA. 131

Abilities and Learning added Weight to theirFears and
Jealoufies.

B u T when he was in Company with the Lords of
the Faction which was oppofite to that of the Prince
Georgi-Kan, Governor of Candabar, at the Head of
which was the Prime Mimiter humfielf, he did not ad-
here to their general Plan, but entered into politick
Viewsand particular Reflections, whichtended to a-
fperfe Prince Georgi-Kan, asthe moft dangerous Man
in Perfia, and the moft to be miftruftedin the prefeng
Conjunéture of Affurs. At firft he gave them ater-
rifying Reprefentation of the exorbitant Power of thg
Muftovites, who, fince the Detfeat of the King of
Sweden®y were ma Conditionto give Law to all their
Neighbours. ¢ Whar, fays he, it the Georgrans, a
¢ People naturally reftlels and uneafy, and always well
<« affeted to the Mnfiovites, whoare ot the fameRe-
¢ hgion and Rites as themfelves, fhould take it 1n
¢ their Heads to improve the Opportunity, and de-
¢ pend upon their Forces to fet themfclves at Liber-
¢ ty ?” Astothis he made a Remark upon the Zca)
with which the Czar had alyays efpoufed the Intereft
of the Georgians at the Court of Perfia, to which he
had often been troublefome, by his too trequent, and
too prefling Sollicitations. ¢ Has he not attually
¥ with him, /ayshey she Prince Sanazarl:-Kan, Cou-
¢« fin-German to Prince Georgi-Ran, who has taken
¢ Refuge in Mufcovy, where he inceflantly teazes the
 Cuzar to free Georgsa from Slavery to Perfia ? And he

“ will

—

* The Batile of Pultowa, uherethe King of Swedenwar ensirely
defeared, twas fought the 8th of July, 1709. Which Date may jerve so
fx wuthm avery fmail Matter, thesEpocha of Tume that Myu-W eis
was fent back 1o Candahar,  Aszike Mempoirs from which 1write do nos
mntion the exatt Date of thefe Events, there's a Neceffity of fecking for
# elfewhere, and we can find none more exatt than what 15 taken from
the very Dycourfe that Myre-W cis ufed at that Time, and which o ex-
actly jes down m shefe Memars. M. Michel, above-mentioned, who
wwas fent from the late King Lewis XIV  to the Court of Perfia, was
oewimd te France i 1709. See the Mercury for March 1720 p. 13,

[ 4
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“ will not ceafe to prefs him ’till he has brought him
¢ into it.”” F'rom thence he direéted them to caft
their Eyes to the Danger that was to be feared from the
Armenians, who being very numerous in Perfia, and
bemg poflefled of vaft Riches, which they had acqui-
red 1n Trade, would venture both their Lives, and
Tortunes, as foon as Opportunity prefented to fhake
oft a Yoke which they bore with Impauence, and to
recover the antient Freedom, which they formerly en-
joy’d under the Authority of thewr Kings. ¢ W har,
“ fays bey 1f at laft, while the Mufcovites, on one
¢ hand, arcentring Georgra, where they would be re-
¢ ceived with open Arms; and while the drmenians,
¢ on the other hand, are r:fing in the Heart of the
¢ Kingdom, the Prince Georgi-Kan, on his Pare,
¢ fhould caufe the Aghvans to rebel, and put himfelf
“ at therr Head ? Or if; after baving called in the
“ Mogul, and delivered Candabar tohim, he thould
¢ fall upon Perfia, already too inuch perplexed to face
“ the Mufcovites and Armentans, what would then be-
¢« come of the Kingdom, when attacked on all
€ Sides.

Ho w little Solidity foever there was in all thefe
political Vifions, which had no other Bafis than the
Chimeras formed 1n the Brain, as to the pretended De-
figns of the Armeman Ambaflador from Mufcovy, they
were as well received as1f there had been nothing bet-
ter founded and mrore real; and the Effe&t of them
was more {peedy and violent than Agyrr-Wess expett-
ed. ’Tistruethat thc]calougr of the Fadtion, which
oppofed Prince Georgi-Kan, did no Prejudice by gi-
ving fome fort of Sanction to the Sufpicion which
Mpyir-Wes had cattupon his Conduét.

T 1 e Prime Minifter, and his whole Fattion took
Firc uponit, and fo warmly alarmed the King con-
cerning the imminent Danger which the Province of
Candakar was i, whileinthe Handsof aPrince juft-
ly fufpected, and whom they did not dare, however,
to recal from thence, that they determined hmfl :13

c
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fend Myrr-#cis thither immediately, as the fitreft
Perfon to thwart the Praétices of the Governor, and
to make Head agant him, if he thould offer to ftir.
And to the Fnd that the Marks of his Efteem at Court
mught give him the more Authority in the Country,
the King honoured hin with the Calaste, or Royal
Veft, which he received 1n Prefence of the whole
Court; and caufed new Patents to be difpatched,
whereby he re-citabhifhed him 1n the Exercife of his
Office with a more ample Power than he bad held it
before.

Beunovrp, therefore, Ayrr-Hes returning in
Triumph to his own Country, with the Favours of
the Court heaped on him, and Letters of Recommen-
dation n his Pocket to Prince Georgs-Kan from all
his Friends, who gaye hima mighty Charater ot the
Begrer, and efpecially from Divan-Beg, the Prince’s
Brother 3 wherein he gave him to underftand that he
could do nothing too much in Acknowledgment, for
all the good Things which Mjrr-4#e1s had {aid of him,
durmg%us Stay at Court.

Asourt the End of the Year 1700. he arrived at
Candalary where he was received as the Saviour and
Heio of s Nation. He loft no Time there; but,
in order to make lus Advantage of the Troubles and
Alarms, in which he lad left the Court, he aéted his
Part fo wellina few Days, thatby the Favour of the
Confidence which he had acquired with the Gover-
nor, he found an Opportunity to affaflinate him,
when heleaft of all miftrufted him, while at the fame
Inftant the People, who had taken Arms, put all the
Georgran or Perfian Troops that were in the Garrifon to
the Sword.

A's foon as the Expedigion was over, and every
Thing in Candabar quiet, he called the People toge-
ther ; and, after having congratulated them upon the
Courage and Refolution, with which they had freed
themielves from the Oppreflion they were undcrnlt’;y

c
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the Georgians, he told them that this was not CDOUﬁh 3
and that the next Thing they muft do was to makea
Struggle for their Deliverance from the Slavery and
Tyranny of the Perfians. That, as to the reft,
he could affure them they had nothing to fear
from the Refentments of the Court ; that befides
their being too far diftant to be attacked in a Trice,
all Things were in fuch Confufion there, by the Clath-
ing of the Parties with one another, that they were not
able to undertake any thing to their Prejudice; that
even if they fhould, the Adufcovites, the Adrmenians,
and the Georgians, would cut out fo much Work for
the Court, that they would have many other Things
to do, than to think of recovening Candabar 5 and
that, happen what would, it muft coft them a great
deal of l};food, before they could carry their Point.
That, if they had any Hearts, they fhould think of
nothing hereafter, but how to maintain themfelves by
Arms in that State of Liberty to which they were now
reftored ; that they ought at laft to be weary of payinﬁ
fo many Tributes ; and that the Independency whic
they were gomng to hve in, would fecure them from
the infatiable Avarice of the Governors, who 1niicl-
¢d themfelves at their Expence, and who feemed to be
fent among them for no other End, but to make their
Fortunes in a hittle Time.

THousu this Speech was fo pathetick, yet it
met with Oppofition from many of the chief Men
of the Country, who did not approve the going on
fo faft, nor the pufhung of Fhings fo far. '}5hcy
fpoke 1n their Turn,and reprefented, that what had
been done againft the Georgians was juft, and carried
its Excufe along withit : Thar, after {o many Infults
from thofe Infrdels, upon the Honour of their Wives
and Daughters, they ought certainly 1o be extirpated ;
but that they thould ftop there : 'Fhat to talk of aRe-
bellion was the Way to itain the Nation by a Blot that
would for ever dithonour it, andwhich they abhorred
to think of: That, infhort, they hada King, wh}?m

they
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they owned for fuch, and to whom they had fworn
Allegiance ; and that they did not fee how they could
in Honour or Confcience break the Oath which they
had taken to him.

THouGu Myrr-Weis perceiv’d the Impreflion
which this Remonftrance made in the Affembly, e-
{pecially the Partrelaungto the Oath of Allegiance,
he was not willing to ftop the Effect of it,as he might
have done immediately. He gave all the Liberty of
Speech to thofe who were of an Opinion contrary to
his, and who by infifting fo much onthe Oath of Al-
lcfgxanccs which they continually fet before the Eyes
of the People, had conled the Paflions of thofe thae
were the hotteft, and reduced them to Sentiments of
Moderation. Butafter he had let them {pend all their
Ammunition, he fpoke again, faying, ¢ That the
¢ Scruple they had asto the Obligation of an Oath
< of Allegiance was lawful, and well groundeds;
¢ that he labour’d under that Scruple a long Time
¢ himfelfy that for the many Years he had been con-
¢ triving how to free his Country from the Slavery
¢ under which it groan’d, ,this fingle Confideration
¢ of the Oath was all that had reftrained him; that
 though the Contraventions of the Perfansy with
¢ refpelt to feveral confiderable Articlesof their Ca-
¢ pitulations {worn by the King, [cemed to excufé
¢ them trom being any more fcrupulous of the Oarh
¢ they had taken to him, than they wereas to the
¢¢ Oath by which the King had bound himfelf to
¢ them, hedid not mean that the Infidelity of others
¢ fhould be an Example proper for them to follow,
¢ or which could quiet their Confciences; that no
¢ body paid a greater Deference than he to the Obli-
¢ gations which were impofed by an Oath of Alle-
¢ giance; that he wasalways perfuaded that no Pre.
¢ text or Confideration ¢ould free him fromit ; that
¢ he had a lonf Time perfifted in thofe Sentiments,
¢ and thould fhill perfift therein, if he had not been
¢ compelled to fubmit to the moft awful Authorittyl in

¢ their
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< their Religion, and to which they themfelves could
¢ nat difpenfc with their Submuflion.”

W rEeN ke fad thefe Words, he pulled out of
his Pocket the Fetfz, or the Decifion which he had
brought from Mecca, and caufed it to be read before
the whole Aflembly ; whichhad fo {pcedy and com-
pleatan Effe&, that the moit fcrupalous immediately
confented, and there wasno body who did not think
themielves not only warranted by the Authority of the
Docétors of Mecca, and Medina, but even obliged 1n
Confcience to take Armsaganft the King.,  And be-
caufe that, after a Refolutionof this Nature, 1t was
necceflary to give fome Form to the Government,
Myrr-#eisy, who was very glad to lay hold of the
Temper he found the Peczplcm, prefied the Affem-
bly to make fuitable Provifion. They were not long
in deliberaung: The common People, whofe Dar-
Jing he was, and who looked upon him as the
Rettorerof their Liberty, and the Father of ther
Country, named him on the Spot, with Acclamati-
ons, Princcoi Candabar, and Geaeralof the Troops
of the Nation, leaving the Condult of all Affuirs,
both of Pcacc and War, to hus Care.

Bur as he wanted Time to confirm himfelf in
his new Dominion and to put humfclf 1n a Condition
to refift the Forces that might be {ent aganit him
when the Court had Adviceof his Rebellion, his firft
Care was to amufe the Court, with refpect to the
Tranfations at Candabar. Therefore he fent Expref-
fes thither, whereby he gave the King and his Mini-
fters to underftand that tge InfurreCtion at Candabar,
was only owing to the Licentioufnefs and Tyranny of
the Georgian Troops, who hving in that City, as ina
Town which they had taken by Storm, and indulging
themfelves in the moft fcindalous Outrages againt the
Honour of their Wives and Daughters, had fo exafpe-
rated all the Inhabitants, that it was not poflible to re«
ftrain them from facrificing them to their Revenge:
That he hopcd this would be of ne Confequence 5 ;nd'

thas
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that he would omit nothing on his Part to do the King
all the Service upon this Occafion, which his Maje-
fty had Reafon to expect from his Lc()iyalty and Zcal;
and to maintain his 1\%9 ation in theObedience they ow’d
hira : Thatinthe mean time he thought it his Duty
to reprefent to him, that according to the Dxfpoﬁ_tion
he tound in People who were {carce recovered from
thair Indignation and Rage aganit the Georgrans, for
therr Infults, 11 was proper to diffemble, and to give
them Time to be calm 3 that otherwife it they faw the
Court 1nchin’d to take violent Refolutions againft
them, he would not be fure, whatever Effort he made
tooppofe it, thatthey would not rufh through Def-
pair mnto the Hands of their old Mafters, and call
them to their Affiftance, which would kindle a fatal
War, the Confequences whercof were to be fear-
ed.

S v ¢ u was the Diftance from Candabar to Ifpaban,
that it was {carce poflible to be well inform’d of the
Truthof Thingsat Court, where they belev’d, or
pretended to behieve, that every thing was true as he
reported : And the Confiderations he made ufe of to
hinder the Court fiom undértaking any Thing, had
the more Weight, becaufe they were back’d by the
chief Leaders of the Faétion, who were the Caufe
of fending hum back to Candabar ,to contrive the Ruin
of the Prince Geoy gz-Ktm Their Jealouly could not
brook that fo confiderable and rich a Piovince, thould
be in the Hands of the Georgians, to the Prejudice of
the Perfians. Befides, the Court was too much a-
larm’d {hill by the Chimera’s of the Kingdom of Ar-
memiay to have any Inclination to invo%vc it felf 1n
freth Broils. Thus they fuffer'd the Remainder of
this Year, and all the next, to flide away, without
gving the leaft Difturbance to the Rebels, accordin
as Mysr-#ers had indeed forefeen ; and he had all that
Timeto fortify himielf, in cafe they fhould come to
aztack him.

Ar
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A1 laft; whentwo Years were near expir'd, viz!
in r721. when they were fully recover’d of all the A-
larms which the pretended future Re-eftabliftiment of
the Kingdem of Armenahad fill'd their Heads with,
they turn’d thesr Eyes towards Candabar,and prepared
to take effeCtual Meafures to reduce the Rebels to Rea~
fon, and to recover a Provirce,which was look’d upon
asone of themoftimportart of the Kirigdom.

T HE Y could not have taken wifer Meafures for it
than they did ; for as no body could be more concern’d
torcvenge the Death of the Prince Georgi-Kan, and
the Georgians, who had been maffacred with him in
the Rebellion of Candabar, thanaPrince of thefame
Family, and TrooEs of thefame Nation; they chofe
for General of thisExpedition,the Prince Kofirou-Kan,
the deceafed’s Nephew, and gave him an Army, con-
fitting for the greateft Part of the Georgrans his Sub-
je&s.” The Court found a double Advantage init;
for befides the Service it prov’d to them againtt the
Rebels, 1t confiderably weaken’d Georgia, of which
they never thought themfelves very fecure. Mean
‘Time, for Fear, leaft the Georgrans thould be too cock-
a-hoop, if they alone thould gain their Point over the
Rebels, and leaft, valuing themfielves on their Suc-
cefs, they fhould be tempted to undertake fomething
upon their own Strength againt the State, a confide-
rable Body of Pes fian Troops was join’d to them, who
by fharing the Honour of the Victory with them,
would be ina Condition to lunder them from making
an ilt Ufeof 1t.

N orH1nG in the World could have happened
better than this; and the Rebels would have had alt
the Reafon in Nature to have repented of their Rebel~
Yion, 1f, as Myrr-Weis really tPorcfaw, the Divifions
at Court had not ruin’d all ‘thofe great Preparations.
"The fame Fattion, which by procuring the fending
back of Afyrr-Heis to Candabar, had caufed the
Death of Prince Georgi-Kan, and the Rebellion of th
Province, was concern’d to thwart the Expedition }:)3

t
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this Prince’s Nephew. They apprehended, that if
he thould fucceed, a Service of that Importance would
1ender him tooe greatin the King’s Opinion, and that
he would find an Opportunity to let him know the
Intelligence which tiat Faétion had held with Myrr-
#ers, and confequently the Concernit had inthe Re~
bellion. It was therefore not doubted, that if the
Rebels had been worfted, he would have beecn Mafter
of a great many Secrets, Which could not be fhfled,
but by difappoinung the Expeditfon which was pre-
paning agamft them. Confcquently the Auti-Geor-
gians look'd upon it as the main Arucle on which their
Crcdit and Fortune twin’d ; and Afys-2ers would
have had this Advantage in his Rebellion, that as he
was much concern’d tobe in aReadinefs to ward off
theBlows that were coming upon him ; he had Friends
in the very Mimftry of the Court of Perfia, who were
no lefs concern’d to take off the Force and Edge of
thofe with which he was threaten’d. For tins End-
fome Engines were fet at Work, which, though pri-
vate, and out of the Way, were not the lefs effectual.
Three were employ’d cfpecially, which were enough
to have dath’d the belt concerted Projeéts in the
World. The firft was with regard to the Money
which the General was to 1eceive tor the Pay of the
Troops during the Campaign.  The Sunus had been
regulated according to the State of the Army in the
King’s Council, and the fame were accordingly allot-
ted. This, which was only a Matter of Confultati=
on, could not be atrended with any Difficulty, both
becaufe 1t was a Thing of Courfe, and the rather, be-
caufe it was regulated in Prefence of the King him-
felf, who had this Expedition very much at Heart.
But when 1t tame to be put ip Execution, in which
the King had no thare, and they were forc’d to have
Recourie to the Treafurers and fubordinate Officers, a
thoufund Ways were invented to elude the Orders
which had been given inLCoupcil-, and fuch Minifters

23
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as had publickly authorized them by their Suffrages;
were, under-handy the moft forward to defeat them.
There was not only a Delay in the Payments, which
coming too late, and after the Blow was given, difa-
bled the General from the Power to make ufe of them
for the Execution of his Defigns, butfo many other
Pretences were ftarteds; that notwithftanding all his
Solicitations and Remonitrances on that Head, he
could never get more than one third of the Sum which
had been promis’d him; and which was abfolutely ne-
ceflary for the Succefs of his Expedition.
T u e fecond Obftacle he met with, was owing to
the Perfian Troops that had join’d his Army, and
which being loth to obey a General that was a Foreig=
ner, had defir’d that they might be commanded by an
Ofhcer of their own Nation, and by him only ; which
was of very fatal Confequence for the particular Ser-
vice. For though this fpecial commanding Officer
twas fubordinate to the General on fome Accounts, and
with refpect to the fubftantial Part of the Expedition;
yetasa ]gcpcndancc on any f{uperior, and efpecially on
oncthatisaF oreigner, and therefore odious, is always
difagreeable to a Commander, who isatthe Head of a
confiderable Body of Troops of the goverming Na-
tion, there wereathoufand Inftances wherein the lat-
ter fhew’d his Opinionof hk own Merit, by evading
and thwarting the General’s Orders ; and he did 1t with
the lefs Decorumy becaufe he was very fenfible, that
inftead of s being ill taken at his Hands, it would
render him acceptable to the Fa&tion of the Anti-Geor-
gransy who had recommended nothing fo much to h:m,
as to behave in that Manner, and tobe as difagrecable
to the General as he poffibly could.
B v T the moft ciuel Engine that was employ’d a-
ﬁamﬁ himy and what was the principal Caufe of
is Ruin, and the Rout ot his Atmy, was an Offi-
cer that was appointed, us 1t were, to do him Honour,
and by Way of {pecial Diftin&ion, in Quality of In
scndant or Steward of his Houthold.  For this Pu?-‘
polc



Revolution of PER ST A 141

pofe 2 Man was chofe of a crafty infinuatinig Tem-
per, who by Favour of the Accefs which his Emplay-
mient gave him to the General, introduc’d himfelf in-
to his Confidence, and difcover’d his Secrets. *Tid
not {2id, whether this Officer was chofe in Concert.
with Afyrs-/#eis 5 but tis certan, that he himfel€
could not have made a better Choice, and that the
Wretch prov'd a Spy that exaétly.inform’d him of ail
the Defigns and Councls of thc Army that was fent
againt him. This unhappy Spy did worfe than all
this; he went over to the Rebelsy and ferv’d themasa
Gude to Ifpaban. .

I't wasnot poflible, but an Expedition thwarted
in fo many Refpeéts by thote who were trufted with
the Direétionof 11, niuft havea fatal {fTuc  The De-
lays onone hand, inthe Paymentof Part of the Sums
that had been promis’d, and on the other hand, the
affected Slownefs of the Perfian Troops to join the
Georgiansy, were the Reafon that the Army arriv’d too
late at Candabar, and that it did not enter the Pro-
vince, but ata Time when Myrr-2Fes had taken fuch
Precautions that it could npt {Ubfift there. )

T nis Leader of the Rebels, whofe Intelhigence
of the State of the¢ Enemy’s Army, of its March and
Defigns, wasthe more to be depended ony becauie he,
had it from fome of the véryMimfters who directed the
Operations of 1ty was inform’d of the precife Time thag
1t was to enter the Province. As he was not ina Condie
tion to undertake to repelit, by oppofing Forces that
were equal or {uperior 10 ity he attempted torumn it
by depriving 1 of the Meapsof Subfiftance. Twas
with this View, thatafter he had diligently gatherd
in the Harveft, and fent all the Corn from the Coun~
try to Candabary he march’doutof the City, atthe
Head of his Troops, and went and madé fuch Spoilin
all the ncighbouring Countrics for feveral Leagues
round, that whenthe Army arriv’d near Candabar, it

ound neither Provifions nor Forrage, nor had any
Hopeyof geting any elfewhere; the Excurfions of
* Lz Mytre
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Myrr-Weis having oblig’dall the Country People to
retire with all then Effets to fome Place ot Safery.

A 1 the Entrance therefore of the Campaign, the
Army labour’d under all the Inconveniences of Scar-
city, which are feldom felt butar the End of an Ex-
pedition.  Upon this en{ued a Mifunderftanding be-
tween the Georgians and Perfians, thelatter complain-
ing, that the General was more concern’d for the Ne-
ceifitics of his own Vaflalsand Georgsans, than he was
forthewrs.  They would fain indeed have drawn the
Rebels 1nte the open Country ; and confidering the
ghcneml Scarcity throughout the whole Army, 1t was
the only Refouree they bad left; butthey had to do
with an Enemy too cunmng to commt the hike Fault.
Myrr-H’es ftood with his Arms folded upon the Walls
ot Candabar, from whence he caftan Eye ot Concern
upon the Confederate Enemy’s Army, which was
wailing 1t felt to no Purpofc, being refolv’d not to
ftir out sl he faw them rewreating.  Mean Time his
"T'roops, who were fheltei’d in the Town where they
wanted tor nothing, only waited for his Orders to fol-
low him, and to fall upon the Rear-Guard of the Ar-
my, as {foon as it fhould decamp.

Tuey did not wait long. The Perfians, who
eould not bear the Heat of the Sun, and weseinab~
Hlute Want of Forrage, an Inconvenience fo much
the worfe for them, becaufe thesr Armies confift for
moft Patof Horfe, defir’d or rather extorted Leave
of the Generaltorctive; which put him alfo undera
Ncceflity of retirmg with his Troops, which he fent
betose with the Baggage, keeping himfelf in the
Rcar-Guad with the Flower of the Troops, to cover
their March.  Ayrr-Hes, whofe Eyces were every
where, did not yet kdw whether his Decampment
was made in Earncft, or inJeft; but he was{oonlet
ifito the Sccret, by the Treachery of the Intendant
that was plac’d with the General 5 who taking Ad-
vantage ot that fort of Dilorder which always attends

she Retreat of an Aumy, ran away with the News
to
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to Candabar, where hetook off the Mask, andjc:nd

the Rebels. )
M v R R-WE1s who had onlv warted for this Mo-
ment, immediately took the Ficld at the Head of 2
reat Body of Troops, ail frefh Men, who havingan
%nemy tooppoie, that wasalready fatigued by Heat,
and weaken'd by Poverty, went to the Battle as to 4
certain Victory, of which they could not fai. Be-
ing mounted upon frefh Horfes, and having 1o other
Incumbrance but their Arms, they were foon up with
the Rea-Guard of the Enemy s Army. At firit they
only harraffed 1t by a few Skirmithes, to give Time
for the Arrival of a Remnforcement that afyrr-74cis
expeéted, which could novmarch o fattas the Honley
vz a Body of eight bundred Camels, which car-
ried two Soldiers cachy Back to Back, arm’d with
great Carbines.  This Reinforcement was no fooner
arv’d, but they fell onall Sides upon theRear-Guard,
which was all cut in Picces, with the General. Afyrs-
Hers immediately after this firit Expedition, went
and fell upon the Perfian Troops, that weie retinng
with the lefs Apprehenfion or Precaution, became
they thought themfelves fecut’d by the Rear-Guard,
cf whofe Deicat they were not mform’d.  He made
a bloody Slaughter of themy and carried away all
thewr Baggage.  One would have imagin’d, thae
Myrr-Jeis would have thought two Victoiis enough
for the Work of one Day; Eowcvcr, he did not ttop
there, butrefolv’d toattack the Body of the Georgran
Army, which was marching homewards the other
Way. But he was check’d in hus Progrefs, by a
Troop of five hundred Georgrans, who, though {ur-
rounded on zli Sides, defendcd themfelves with fo
mucl Refolution and Courage, that they cut their
Way through the Enemy Swerd in Hand, and went
and {'om'd the Body of thewr Army, which perhaps
would have been furpriz’d in therr March, and defeat-
ed as well as thicir Rear-Guard, had it not been for this
wmely Intelligence. The Refiftance which Myrr-
L3 Weas
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Weis met with from thofe five hundred Georgians,
made him give over the Thoughts of purfuing thé
main Body of anArmy confifting of fuch good Troops,
and he rcturn’d with Kis Agbuans Jaden with Booty, to
Candabar, bemng follow’d into the Town with aﬁ the
Baggage of the Enemy’s Army ; and though they
had been twice victariqus, they could not help doing
Juttice, even at theirown Expence, to the Bravery
of the Georfransy {aying, That the Perfians were but
7 omen compar’d with the Aghvans, and the Aghvans
but Homen compar’d with the Georgians.

TuE Death of Koffrow-Kan, the General of the
Army, who was killed 101 Defence of the Rear-Guard,
was the moft confiderable Lofs that Perfia fuftain’d ony
this Occafion, and which it was the more difficult for
it to repair, there bemng at that Time no Captan in
the Kingdom worthy to fucceed him, This Prince
was o unhappy, as to renounce the Chriftian Religion
tor the Mahomeran, in oider to fccure his Right to
the Principality of Geergia, which he enjoy’d with
the Title of Vafluland Governoi inthe Name of the
King of Perfia. But he afterwards repented of it,
and he was refolved to abjure Mahomeufm, happen
what would, and to returnto the Church, as foon as
his Expedition to Candabar was at an End, with full
Purpole, 1f 1tmutt befo, to faciifice his Principality
to hisReligion. He had a&ually begun to make De-
claration ot 1t, by caufinga Crofsto be placed in his
mam Standard.  The Miffionaries had not 2 more de-
tlaed Protetor in the Kingdom of Perfia.” He had
always two Capuchins with him, whom he kept there
under the Title of Phy ficians, and carried with him
in his Expedition ta Cundabar, as wellas a Carmelite,
named Father Bagl. -

T n e Confternationat the Court of [fpaban, and
overall the Kingdom, upon the News of this great
Defcat was extraordinaiy, and even thofe who re-
jorced intheir Hearts, s having been the Inttruments
of 1tow of fpite ta thip Georginns, weie obliged to kecp

their
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their Joy fecret, and te conform to the publickSorrow.
The Mifcarriage of this Expedition fo difcouraged
the Court, that they were not in hafte to undertake a-
nother. Butattwo Years End they feem’d to revave,
and at the End of every two Years they made fome
frefh Attempt 3 tho' the moit tortunate of all thofe
Enterprizes for the Court, were fuch wheremn the
King’s Army was able to retire, if without Advan=
tage, yet without any capfiderable Shock. As for
the others, which wereall fignaliz’d by freth Defeats,
they only ferved to gain the Rebel’s Party Credit, and
to difcover the Folly and W eaknefs of the Court morg
andmore. Phere were {carce any but the Georgrang
that were capable of reducing the Rebels to Reafon,
and they even offered to march againft them a fecond
Time ; butasthey imputed the 11l Succefles of ther
former Campaign in the firft Place to the wicked
Tricks that were put upon them, by the affeéted Dex.
lays inthe Payment of the Sums promufed them, of
which they had fcarce touched above a third Part 5 fe-
condly, tothe1il Condu& of the Perfian Troops thag
bad joined them, and by whom they complained they
wecre abandoned and betray’ds they were not willing to,
undcrtake the Exped:tion to Candabar, butupon twa
Conditiens . 1ft, That they thould be punétually paid
all the Sums ftipulated ; 2dly, That rherr Aimy fhould
confift of Troopsof thewr own Nation only, and that

they alone fhould have Charge of the Enterprize.
THE firft of thefe two Conditions was juft, and
met with no Difficulty ; but the fecond, which was
the principaly andasto which they would hear of no
Medwmy caufed the Propofition to mifcairy, becaufe
the Court thought the Remedy almoft as dangerous
asthe Evil.  Forit was equally unfate for the éourr,
whether the Enterprize fucceeded, ornot: If it fuc-
ceeded, the Georgians, who would haveall the Glory
of 1t, would thereby become the more formidabley
qad the bettcr able ta thake off the Yoke, which they
L 4 J had
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had already attempted tothake off morethanonce. If
it did not fucceed; 1t would only ferve to add new
Strength to the Rebellion, and more Repatation to
the Rebels; of whofe Redu€rion theré would after<
wards be no Hopes. Therefore, confidering how
rnable the Court wasto undertake any thing upon it’s
own Bottom that had any Profpceét of Succefs, they
chofe rather to diffemble the Musfortune, and to let it
take its Courfe, thanto emplov {ulpicious and equivo-
cal Remedics, the very Succels of which feemed as
much to be feared a» the Mifcarriage.  Therefore they
made no real Attempt againit the Rebels; who im-
proving the tranquil Stat¢ 1 which they were leir,
made Incurfions into the Provinces that were contigu~
ous to them ; and 1preading Terror every where, under
the Cenduct of Mjyrr-Mers their General, they fe-
cured theiy Dominion, and histoo, by new Atchieve-
ments. i
T a1 s famous Ring-Leader of the Rebelsat length
accomplifhed all his Projects  He had broke in Pieces
the Yoke which his Nation had toralong Time la-
boured under, and had made his Name famous by the
Boldnefs of the Undertaking, and the Luftre of his
Viftoiies. So many Armies as had been {ent againit
him were either inurely defeated, orall repulfed, and
ebliged to retire with Shame, and without any Ad-
vantage. By the conftant Succefs he had in all the
Expeditions which were hazarded againft him, he
bad made the Court of Perfiafenfibleof their Incapa-
city, not only to reduce him, butalfo to protcét the
Frovinces with which he was encompaffed, againft
his Excurfions. He had already half fubdued them
by the Terror of his Name and Arms; fo that it may
be faid, he wasarrived to the Summit of Glory, if -
deed Gloty can be acquired inanunjuft Cau(g’, when
Death overtook him at Candabarin'1717. after feven
oreight Years of Goscrnment, always happy, tothe
gr-at Regrer of s Countrymen, whofe Efteem and
Affection
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Affe&ion for him increafed every Day, after they had

once taken a Fancy to him. .

Tugy il pr)::fcrvcd the fame Affe&ion for him
after they had loft him ; for though by his Death they
were at Liberry to choofe3 Commander out of theit
own Nation, yet they had o much Refpeét for his
Memory, that they wouldd not take one that wasnot
of his Family; and as his Children were as yet too

oung fora Poft of that Importance, which was to
make Head againt all the Power of Perfia, they pro-
moted hisown Brother, the Father of Sultan 4fzraff,
the prefent Regent of [fpaban, who at once had the
Care of the Government, and the Guardisathip of
his Nephews.

T H1s new Commander, whofe Name is not fet
down in my Memoirs, was of a very different Cha-
ralter from Myrr-Weis his Brother. 'The latter was
not more bold and enterprizing, than the other was
moderatcand circumfpeét.  The great Succels of his
Brother had not dazzled his Eyes, but he clearly faw
the Difference which there was between the Strength
of a vaft Monarchy, and thatofa particular Province 5
and he was afrud, that if the Court of Perfia thould
once revive out of that languithing {tupid State 1t was
i ftor fome Years paft, and concert jufter and wifer
Meuiures thanit had dowe hitherto, the Rebels would
falla Viétim to a Power whofe Refentment would be
the more terrible, becaufe it had not only the Crime of
Rebellion to revenge, but the Shame of 'its Defeats.

T rese Confidaatons inclir’d him to Peace, in
which thebeft Head« of 1he Nation were of his Opi-
nion  Foras theybehev’d they were not able to hold
out to the End againft all the I'orces of Pesfis, the
thought it would be the beft Way for their Nation ©
take the Advantage of their prefént Supcriority, and
of the weak Condition of the Court, in order to
make the beft Cerms they could,and to free themfelyes
at leait from thofe Impofitions of the Government,
which were too defpotick and too burthenfome.

Wity
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W 11 1 this View, therefore, and by Advice
of the chief Men of the Nation, Inftrutions were
drawn up for the Deputies that were to be fent to J/pa-
ban. By this Deputation they made an Offerto re-
concile themfelves tq the Obedience of the Crown of
Perfia on thefe two Conditions: 1. That as the Re-
bellion was only qwing to the Oppreflions and Vio-
Ience of the Governors and foreign Troops quartered
upon them, no more thould be fent them for the future;
and that, after the Example of fome other Provinces
of Perfia, whofe Governmens was appropriated to
certain particular Families, that of Candabar, and the
whole Igrovmcc of the dghvans, thould for the tuture
be hereditary in the Family of the late Adyrr-2Veis.
2. That the Tribute formcrly pay’d thould be leflened.

It being impoffible to forefee that the Court of
Perfia wou%d fall into that State of Lethargy and Con-
tempt, which it afterwards funk into, nathing was
more commended than the Courfc which the ]%ebcls
took. They came off of their Rebellion with Ho-
nour, by making a confiderable Alteration in their
Condition for the better, and by guarding themfelves
for the future againtt any Danger from the Oppreflion
of the Perfians. Tt was morcover out of Doubt, that
in the then Swtuation of the Court, they would readily
have fubfcribed to Conditions for the Recovery of a
Province which they were not dble to reduce, and for
being delivered trom {fo much Uneafinefs, and Per-
plexity, though with fome Diminution of their Au-
thoity. Butthe Misfortune was, that when the Dc-
putics were juft ready to fct out, thisProjett of Pa-
cification was quafh’d by an Event that no Body
dream’d of.

L HoucH the greateft and wifet Men inthe Na-
tion were afl, as has been fad, very much foraRe-
conciliation, yet the greateft Part of the common
People, and the Soldiers efpecially, could not rehith
it Being puffed up with their late Victories, they
gould'not bear to think ot fubmitting to a People that

they
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they had always beat, fincethey rofein Arms ; befides
they did not.think it a fafe Courfe to take. They faid,
¢« That whatever Conditions were ftipulated, they
¢ could not depend upon the Sincerity of the Pér/fians,
“ who would neyer forget haw mpch they had loft by
¢ them, nor the bloody .Affronts they had heaped up~
% onthem; that they ought by no Means to lay down
& thewr Arms; and tlZat even though they thould {fub-
€ mit, atthelongRun, they would Lave no moreto
¢ fear from Per fians fluih’d with Victory, than whag
“ they fhould now of their own frece Choice expofe
 themfelves to, from Pesfians vanquifhed, and there-
 fore cxafperaied. Befides, faid they, why fhould
 they be in fuch hafle to put themiclves in Irons,
$ which no Body durft hold out tothem? And why
¢ fhould not they rather take Advantage of the Folly
¢ and Indolence of the Court of Perfia, in orderto
¢ bring in neighbouring Provinces to their Parry, and
¢ even to force them, 1t neceffary, Sword in Hand
¢ to jan with them againft the common Encmy ;
¢ That if they could but once come to fuchaRefo-
¢ lution, they would foon be ftrong enough, not only
¢ 10 hold out aguntt all the Attacks of the Perfians,
¢ but even to fall upop them, and carry the Warto
£ their own Deors.”  °

T Hr1s, which wag the publick Difcourfe of the
common People, made the more Impreflion, becaufe
it perfeély tallied with the Advice which Myrr-Wess
gave on his Death-Bed 3 for when there was no Hopes
of hisRecovery, the chief Men of the Nation, be-
ing alarmed by the Lofs of a Man who was the Soul of
their Party, and their_real Support, thought fit to
confult him what Meafures they thould take after his
Death; whether they thould continue the War,)or
enter into an Accommodation. To which he gave
this Anfwer precifely . Jf the Perfians, faid he, are,
gbftinately bont to come and artack you, make your Peaco
gpomany Tecms 5 but sf they fleep over thss Har, go and
8tack them evento the Gates of I{pahan.

TH1g
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T u1s Difpofition 6f the Populace, direétly con-
trary to the pacifick Views of the new Governorand
his Council, obliged them to conceal the Meafures
they took for the Treaty with the Court from the No-
tice of the Publick ; though fome of their Delibera-
tions were not fo fecret, but that they took Wings
and flew to the Ears of Maghmud, one of the Sons of
Myrr-Weis.

T u1s young Man, who could not be above feven-
teen or cighteen Years of Age, having followed his
Father in all his Expeditions troma Child, and been
brought up among the Soldiers, who werevery fond
of him, no fooner {melt what was doing, but upon
the bare Sufpicion of 1t he formed 2 Refolution againft
his Uncle and Guardian, which was f{uitable to hisna-
tural Savagenefs, and the barbarous Education he had
among Murderers and Free-Booters.  As helodged in
the fame Apartment with him, hec found Means to get
into his Chamber onc Night, and cut off his Head
while he was afleep.  As foon as he had {ftruck this
Blow, he ran to the Tower, on the Top of which
were the Drums with which they ufed to call the Peo-
ple together, and beat an’ Alarm : From thence de-
fcending into the Square, he acquainted the chief Men
he found there of what he had done; and tojuftify{o-
ftrange an Aétion, he read the Inftrutions to them,
which he found among his Uncle’s Papers for the De-

uties which he was going to fend to Court. Then
Ec exhorted them to pufh on the War with more Vi-
ﬁour than ever, engaging, if they would but follow
im, and own him tor their Commander, to convince
them that he knew how to put in Pratice the Leffons
he had receiv’d from his Father, 1n the many Cam-
palkns which he had attended him in from his Infancy.
s the Mifchief was done, and could not be un-
done, what had paffed was approvedof. The Soldiers
who had a natural Affeétion, as was before obferved,
for Maghmud, who was always among them from a
Child, werethe firft todeclare in his Favour; and he
had
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had not only thesr Suffrages, but thofe of all the Peo-
ple at the fame time. Thus hid Myrr- Magbmud ac-
quire the general Command over all his Nation by Par-
ricide, a Crime which God would not fuffer to go un-
punithed, but, as we fhall fec by-and-by, permitted
Sultan Afzraff, his Coufin-Germain, and Son of him
whom Maghmud had facrificed to his Ambition, to
make the émc Viém of the Murderer to his own
Ambition, by cutting off hisHead, as he wasin Bed,
after the fame Manner as Maghmad had cut off the
Head of Afzraff’s Father. - - --But to return where
we left off.

M v r R-M A 6 H M U n, who naturally loved War,
and whofe Inclinations were, morcaver, confirmed
by his Education 1n the Soldiery, and in the Noife of
Military Expeditions, no fooner found himfelf Prince
of Candabar, and General of the Agbvans in his Fa-
ther’s Room, but he aim’d to fignalize himfelf by
fome Exploit that might juftify the Choice that had
been made of hic Perfon, by putting him at the Head
of the Nation, and make up for the Authority he
wanted on Account of his Youth. Happy for hin,
the Court of Perfia gave him ail the Leifurc that could
be; for, ascthcy flattered themfelves that an End was
put to the Rebellion by the Death of AMyrr-#eis, and
found thofe Hopes mdre and more contirmed by the
Notice they had of the peaceable Temper of his Bro-
ther and Succeffor, as well as the mott confiderable
People of the Nation, they did not think fit to run any
Rifque for the Recovery of a Province by Arms,
which they fhortly expected to regain by an Accom-
modation 5 and when they afterwards heaid of the late
Revolution at Candabar, by the Murder of the Bro-
ther of Myir-Veis, and ther Elettion of his Son, it
was too late to give Order for the preparing and fend-
ing of an Army to make War above four hundred
L.cagues froni the capital City.

H £ new General forthwith took the Field, and

follawing the Plaq which Mjrr-#as his Father,
chalk’d
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chalk’d out for him on his Death-Bed, in cafe that the
People declared for War, defign'd immediately to
make himfelf known, and to ttrikea Terror into the
neighbouring Provinces by his Ravages. After he
had’done this fufficiently, by trequent Excurfionsal-
ways fuccefsful, he wis more particularly intent upon
a Defign, the Succefs of which would double the
Power and Forces of his Nation; and qualify them for
greater Views, thankeeping burely on the Defenfive,
as they had done hitherto with Regard to Per/ia.

T v e r E was in the Neighbourhood of Candabar
a Province called Hafarai, which was 1inhabited by
Agbvans, as well as that of Candabar. Thefe two
People, who were of the fame Origin, and who an-
tiently formed but one and the fame Nation, differed
in nothing but Religion. Indeed they both followed
the Mahometan Law 3 but with this Difterence, - that
the Azhvans of Hafaras were of the fame Belief as the
Perfians 5 whereas thofe of Candabar conformed to
that of the Turks. The former were of the Seét of
the Rafi, and the Tatter of the Seét of the Summ 5
which makes the great Diftinction between the two
Branches of the Mahometan Religion, into which all
Afiais divided. . ;

W n 1L e the Candabar Rebels were forming a De-
fign to ftrengthen their Party, by making a?&lnion
and League with fome Nauon, there was none that
agreed better with them than the dghvans of Hafarai.
‘They were originally Brothers, and they had the fame
Inclinations, and thé fame Cuftoms. ’Tis true that
the inveterate Ermity there is between the Rafi’s, and
the Sunns’s, had formed a Wall of Separation between
thefe two Tribes of 4ghvans, which it was very difh-
cult to break down. And they conftantly refifted
the moft prefling Solicitations which the Azhvans of
Candabar made ufe of to cnga%e them to join them.
They chofe to fide with their Brothers on the Score
of Religion, preferable to thofe who were fo by Birth;
and the Attachment which they had to' their Seét :1-

Vrdys
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\ways fupported their Fidelity to the laft, as long as
thac};' wcgg ableto hold out j fo that if they compled,
*twas only becaufe they had no other Courfe to take.
For Myrr-Maghmad petceiving that no good was to be
done with them by a Courfe of Negotiation, had re-
courfeto Arms; and he harraffed and plagued themto
fuch a Degree, that while they were abandoned on
one hand, by the Perfians, whofe Affiftance they had
often in vainimplored, and prefled on the other hand
by the Enemy, who opened their Arms to receive
them; and inftead of improving their Advantage to
bring them under Subjetion, only defired to make
them Partners in their good Fortune againft the Per-
Jfeansy they at laft confented to joifrthem; and wereas
firm and conftant to the new Party, which the Ne-
ceflity of their Affairs had obliged them toembrace,
as they had been true to the lang, whle they were
able to ftand by him. Myrr-Maghmud employ’d the
two firft Years of his Generalfhip to bring them to
thefe Terms, while the Inaétion of the Court of Per-
Jf#a gave him all the Leifure for 1t that could be.

T u e Declaration of tha Aghvans of Hafarai in
Favour of thofe of Candahar, asmuch furpriz’d and
alary’d the Court of Perfia, as it did Honour to Myry-
Maghmud, whoy asthe firft Effay of his Condutand
Valour, had juft confymmated an Affair which even
Myrr-Weis us Father was not able to accomplith.
The Court found in the Son an Enemy ftill more dan-
gerous than in the Father, in rcgardy that he was of
a more enterprizing Genius 5 and then his Youthy
which was already made illuftrious by happy Atchieve-
ments, feem’d to prefage alongand loody War, if it
was not prevented in Time. It was refolv’d thereforey,
tofend a itronger Army againft him, than all that had
yet taken the Field.

T 1 & only Thing that remaim’d to be done, wasto
choofe a General for an Expedition which was rec-
kon’dot the greateft Importance that could be under-
taken inthe then Situation of Afhirs. For this Pur-

pole
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pofe they caft thar Eyes ona Nobleman, nam’d Sefi-
Kuli-Kan, which tignifics the Lord who 15 Slave to Sef.
Every Body approv'd of the Choice, and even the
prevailing Factionat Courty after all their Oppofition
to 1r, confented. The Mouve which induc’d the
Leaders of that Fattion to concur 1n it, was this ;
Eather he will fucceed in this War, fud they; orelfe
he will mifcarry mnit, asothers havedone. If hefuc-
ceeds, 1n this Cafe we fhall find our Advantage by the
Service it will prove to the State, inthe Government
of which we havealarge Share; and i1f on the con-
;)rary he mifcarryy he will be anew Sacrifice to our
arty.

RyE AL LY 2 better Choice could not have been
made for the mtended Expedition; but 1t was more
eafy to nominate the Perfon, than 1t was to make the
Employment acceptable to him.  Sefi- Kuls-Kan had
formerly been Drvan-Beg, or Chuef Juttice at Jfpaban ;
and as he was a Nobleman of approv’d Integrity, he
excrcis’d that gieat Office with fuch a ftriét Impartia-
Lity, that the Favourites and chief Courtiers who faw
that he had no Regard to their Recommendations,
could not relith him, and even found Means to put th
King out of Conceit with that unalterable Regard to
Juttice, which they conftrued as exceflive Ragour ; fo
that this Nobleman perceiving that he difobhig’d his
Matfter in the very Thing that ought to have gain’d
him more of his Efteem, and that nothing was to be
got by difcharging the Part of 2 Man of Honour un-
der a Prince who, though perfetly honeft himfelf, had
not Judgment enough to fet a trueValue upon Probity,
and had too much Folly to fupport and protet i, Kc
refign’d his Poft to the King, and retir’d from Court
with Indignation. .

T u E v thercfore chofe him for the Expedition to
Candabar in his Abfence, and nothing but the prefling
Neceflity they were under for a General of his Ment
and Character, made them think of him, and forc’d
the Minifters to go and find him out in his obfcure Re-

treat.
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treat.  But as he knew all the Artifices that were put
in Pratice to thwart and difconcert the former Expe-
ditions, and that he was as odious to the prevailing
Faftion, aswere the late Prince Koffrou- Ka#, and the
Generals whom they had facrific’d to their Hatred and
Intereft, hcexcus'd himfelf without Hefiration from
the Employment to which they had defign’d him-
Not all the Intreaty of the Minifters, and the Kin
himfclf, could conquer the Averfion he declard tofo
dangerous 2 Commiflion, and he perfifted to excufe
himfclf tothelalt. Butasthey faw nonc befides him
1cally capabie, they made ufe of a Court 'Stratagcm,
which whether he would, or noy put him under a
Neceflity of ferving.

H r had an only Son that he dearly lov’d, whofe
fine Qualitics promis’d much.  They imagin’d, that
by giving this Son, thoughasyet but feventeen Years
old, the Title of General for the Expedition which
was 1n hand, the Father would be forc’d to sccompany
him, and that his Tendernefs would fo far p:evail over
all his Pleas, that he would not forbear going into the
Field, to command an Armyan the Name of, and as
Licutenant to his Son, wlncﬁ they could not perfwade
him to commund 1 Chicf.

THEREFoRFE according to the Cuftom in Per-

/~15 whenthey have a Mind to veft any one with abfo-
lute and extraordinary Authonty, they fent the Sona
very fine Horfe, cover’d withatich Harnefs, a Buck-
ler, and Pike, a Cuirafs cover’d with Gold Brocade,
and a Turban adorn’d with Diamonds. All this was
prefented as from the King to this young Nobleman,
and feafon’d with all the fﬁlc Comp¥imcuts that could
be moft acceptable and pleafing to his Perfon. The
Fartherindeed forefaw what would be the Confequens
ces of aSnare which was thrown in the Way of hig
Tendernels : But he was his Fathery and he could not
withftand the Intreaties of a Son fo exceeding dear to
him, who flatter’d with a Mark of Honour and Di-~
Hinction, which was pottobe parallel’dina Youtbhof

M is
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his tender Years, conjur’d him with Tears, not to bé&
the only Man in the whole Kingdom to oppofe his
good Fertune. Therefore he confented to it, though
with Difficulty 5 and that he might not abandon his
Son to the Fire and Fury of Youth, 1n fo dangerous
an Employment, he refolv’d, as the Court had fore-
feen, to accompany him 1n that great Expedition in
Quality of his Lieutenant.

T 1 e Complaifance he had for his Son having pre-
vail’d with him in this Inftance, beyond all the Autho-
rity of his Prince, did not efcape the malicious Re~
fletions of the Courtiers, who in order to diminith be-
fore-hand the Ment of the Service in which he was
engag’d, did not fail of obfervingto the King, that
he had not {fo much Intereft with Sefi-Kuli-Kan, as his
Son had, for whofe Sake he had done more than he
would have done for any Regard he ow’d to his Prince,
ortothe Welfare of the State.

Me aw time the Father and the Son made their
Prepaiations, and after they had form'd an Army of
fixteen thoufand choice Men, the young General, ac-
companied by his Fathér, went to Court, where he
was receiv’d with all the Marks of Diftinétion thet
could flatter his Vanity. The King madea publick
Entertainment for him, to which the Father was alfo
invited ; but he excus’d himself. He girt his Swoirl
alfo by his Side, in Prefence of the whole Court; and
that he might have an Opportunity of fhewing his
Skill on Horfeback, and in throwing the Spear, he
had a hittle Tournament made for him, after the Man-
nerot the Country, in the Meidan or great Square of
Ifpaban 5 where the Youth diftinguifh'd himfelf to
the Satisfaction of the King, and with the Acclama-
tions of the People.

I~ the Midft of thefe Acclamations, and with the
Prayers of all the Publick, he fet out from Jfpaban to
head his Army. But the Event did not anf{wer thofe
fluning Preludes.  He had no fooner fet Foot in the
Koemy’s Province, but being carric;i away by the

Axdour
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Ardour of a young Man, and forgetting the Acvice
that had been given him by his Father, who follow’d
him with the main Army, he went rathly with fOIT,lC
Squadrons which he had in the Van, and skirmifh’d
with the firft Troops that hie met with of theRebel’s
Army, by whom he was kill'd. The Misfortune of
the Son foon drew on that of the Father, who heard
this tragical News too foon, and having nothing
more to mind atter he bad lott his only Son, the fole
Obje&t of his Love and Hopes, hearken’d to no Ad«
vice but that of Revenge and Futy, andrufh'd into
the Middle of the Enemy, where fighting defperatelyy
he was ar laft over-power’d by Numbers, 4nd found
in Deathan End to all his Sorrow.  After the Lofs of
the Generals, the Army gave Ground, and was en-
tirely routed.

T 1 e Court, which the leaft Loffes in fotmer Cam-
paigns difpirited, feem’d to take Heart in this, and
was encourag’d to enter upon new Medfures, for re-
newing the War with more Vigour than it had been
carried on hitherto. Mean tyme, a$ no Body offerd
to conduét an Expedition, which by Reafon of the
Deatli or 11l Succefs of {o many able Generals who had
fail’d in1t, was look’d upun asa dangerous Rock, the
Athemas-Dboulety or chjef Minifter, wus fo zealous
for the King’s Service, that he offet'd himfelf to his
Mayefty for this great Enterprize. The King who
did him the Juftice to have a high Opinion of his Ca-
ipacity, very well lik’d the Propofal, and would readis
y have fet his Hand to it, if he had not been diverted
gy the Eunuchs, who bcin%(jcalous of the Mmifter’s
redit, reprefeated to the King, that it was not Prue
dence to join fo great a military Poft, asthe Command
of his Armies, to that ablolute Authority, with which
he was already vefted in the Chief Poft of Atbemat-
Deule 5 and that thefe two Employments join’d toge-
ther, mightbe da:lg:rous Inftruments in the Hands of

a Subjeét that would be tempted to abufe them.
Ma Tusg
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T u1s Confideration check’d the King, and pre-
vail’d over his Inclination ; but what 1n State Policy
he had refus’d to his Prime Mumifter for himfelt, he
granted to his Brother-in-Law Luft- 4li-Kan, whom
that Minifter had propos’d to fupply hisPlace : And
notwithftanding all the Efforts of the contrary Cabal
to divert the Blow, the Atheinat- Douler carry’d it in
fpite of them, and found an Advantage in 1t, which
foonafter coft him very dear.

TuoucH the Relation betwixt Lufr-Ali-Kan
and the Prime Munifter, was enough to have render’d
his Vote in his Favour fufpicious, yet his very Enemies
did him the Juitice to own, that he was not unqualified
for the important Employment with which he was
honour'd He wasa Mhnof a good Head-piece, well
turn’d either for Advicc or Action ; and though he
had not yct any great Commands 1n the Armies, he
was reckon’d pretty well vers’d in military Affairs.
And indeed to his Misfortune he made too great a Dif-
covery of his Talents, by the Manner in which he
went to work, and as much alarm’d the Cabal which
oppos’d him at Court, as he terrified the Rebels of
Candahar.

B Lt oRrE heundeitook any Thing againft the lat-
ter, he was refolv’d to open the Campaign with fome
fignal Exploity to give him aRepurtation. The Ara-
&rans had for fome Y cars pait furpriz’d the Ifle of Mal(-
¢ate in the Gulph of Perfia, and had expell’a the
Perfians fiom thence, which was to their very great
Picjudice.  Luft-Ali-Kan propos’d, before he went
upon any other Enterprize, to recover this Ifland;
and as foon as he had aflembled his Army, caus’d 1t to
march that Way. As he wanted Ships to carry his
"Troops over to the Ifland which he was to attack,
be concerted juft Meatures thereupon with the Perts-
guefe of the fudies, who onthe Payment of a certain
Sum of Money, were to fend their Tranfports for
that Puipofc. The Portuguefé Fleet came in Time,
byt the Money baing delay’d through the Intrigues fo.‘

Luft-



Revolution of PER 51 A. 149

Luf:- Ali- Kaw's Enemiesat Court, retir’d into its Har-
bours, leaving the unhappy General upon the Shoie
lamenting hus Cafe, to find himfelt through the Trea-
chery of thofe who ought to have had the Intercft of
the Goveinment more at Heart, excluded from 3 Con-
quet, as mfallibic as 1t was important to the Welfare
of the Kingdom.

W HiLE hewas in vain reproaching and curfing
the Authorsof this Tieachery, he heard that Afyrr-
Maghmud taking Advant.ge of his Diftance, wasad-
vanc'd towards Kirman, and by Means of 1 Corre-
fpondence 1 the Placey had taken it

T H1s famous Raagleader of the Rebels, who from
the Advantage he gan’d it Year over the Perfian Ar-
my had entertain’d very great Hopes, propos’d nolefs
to hrmfelf thanto puth the War ito the Heart of the
Kingdom ; and that he might be more at hand to carry
it on there, he had caft hisEyeson the City of Kir-
many tomakeitaPlaceof Aims, and took ity as has
been fad.  This City, which, as it were, forms a
Triangle with J/paban and Candabar, lying South of
both, not {o far by onc third from the former, as it 1s
fiom the latter, though ’us threc hundred Leagnes
fiom Candahar, is the Capital of a Province of the
fame Nume, which wasthe antient Caramania. Grear
Partof it1s inhabited by the Gaws, who pretend to
be defcended from the gatient Pes fans, Worfhippers of
Fire, and being very uncafy under the Yoke of the
modern Perfians, who have often perfecured them
Myrr-Maghasnd had no Difficulty to gain them ; and
1t was by their Means that he took the Town.

NortHing lefs than an Event of this Confe-
quence could havedeliver'd the Perfian General from
his Defpair for the Affront that had been ltely put
upon him mn fight of Mafibate Asitwas of Confe-
c(lucncc not to leave the Rebefs Time to foruify them-
clves 1n the Town which they had thus {urpriz’d,
Lauft- Ali-Kandid not ftay for his whole Army to at-
sack them, but bathily forming a Body of the fineft

M 3 and
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and moft active Troaps he had, he went before, and
fell upon Maghmud, whom he entirely routed; and
after having drove him from Krrman, and taken his
Baggage from him, he purfued him to Candabar,
where he oblig’d him to thut himfelf up, very much
atham’d of his entire Overthrow, and aftonith’d ta
find there were Men fhill left in Perfia, that were ca-
able to give him Law.

T n1s Vidtory caus’d the more Joy, and made the
more Noife inall Perfia, becaufe it was the firtt Time
that the Aghvans had been beaten fince the Rebellion,
and was Demonitration that 1t was not impofiible to
conquer them. Mean Time the General, who by
Myrr-Maghmud's bold Attempt upon the City of Kzr-
man, plamly faw the full Dnft of thisRebel’s Pro:
jects, and the Importance of that Place, made ithis
. firft Care to fecureat aganft Infults, and all the Dan-

Fers of afecond Attack. He plac’da good Garrifon

nit, and fortificd 1t fo well, efpecrally that Part call'd
the Upper City, whichisfeparated from the Lower,
that 1n 1725 * it thil] held out againtt the Aghvans.

ArTEeR he had thus put all Things in Order, hig
Refentment, which thel\FI)cccﬁity of his Affairs had
only fufpended, broke out with freth Violence againft
thofe who had occafion’d his Difappointment in the
Expcdition to Afafthate 3 and as thad no Jutticeto
hope for from a King, whom they betray’d to his
Face infucha Manner, that he cither did not fee i,
or was afraid to thew that he faw it, he refolv’d to do
himfelf Juttice, and to do 1t with {uch a high Hand as
fthould humble the Cabal of his Encmies, and con-
yince them, thatall the Prote&tion they had at €ourt
fhould not skrcen them from his Vengeance.

It

* This Circumflance proves that theiz 1s a Mifiake 1n the Accouns ine
Jerted mthe Mercure for November 1726. where *us faid, that thig
Ciey was taken by Maghmud m 1723, 40 dccopns of whas pafi'd 4

Yhas Sigze will be groen hereafir,
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It was with this View that he brought his Army
back to the Coafts of the Perfian Gulph, where moit
of the great Men that he had a Defign upon, had good
Eflates, and fine Seats; and on F’rctcnce that his
Troops, for wantof their Pay, could not fubfiit o-
therwife, he quarter’d them inall their Houfes, where
they liv’d at Difcretion. All Horfes, Camels, Arms,
and other Things fitung for a Soldier, were feiz’d,
without any Formality, for the Ufe of the Army;
not to reckon the great Contributions which they
rais’d apon the Province in general, and of which the
Noblemen, who had Eftates there, paid theyr ,Q;;om
as well as others.

B v T whatever Liberty he gave the Soldiers in this
Refpelt, the Difcipline of his Troops was kept up,
and never perhaps was therean Army in Per/fia {o well
kept, orfofpruce. Afterithad refrefh’d it felf by a
long Stay, it had Orders to advance towards Chiras,
a City which lies an the Road from the Gulph to Can-
dabaryand where the general Rendezvous was appoin-
ted. Allthe Troopsicendezvous'd there in November
1720. with feveral thoufand Camels laden with all
Sorts of Ammunitionand Provifions for the greateft
Part of the Campaign. ’Tisvery probable, that this
Army, as it was then difpos’d, furmfh’d with al}
Things in Abundance, embolden’d by itslate Succef-
{cs, and canduéted by’a wife and refolute Generaly un-
der whom it had newly learn’d to conquer, would foon
have reduc’d the dghvans to Reafon, if a great Dif-
order at Court, owing to the bafeft Intrigue, had not
ruin’d all thofe great Hopes, juft as they were ready
to be confummated.

Lur7-AL1-K A § hada Mind tobereveng’d on
the Great Menof the Court 3 and, to his Misfortiine,
he had fucceeded toa well iizit.  Thofe Noblemen be~
ing incenfed againtt him, and morc nettled at the Duf-
dain with which he had treared them in ravaging thewr
Liands, than allthe Lofles they had fuitained there s
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being alarmed, morcover, at the Credit which the
Victory he hnd’ gan’d over the Aghvans had acquired
hum with the King, they did notdoubt butif he fuc-
¢cceded 1n his Expedition, fubdued the Rebels, and
fupprefled the Rebellion, a Service of that Impor-
tance would render him too powertul at Court, and
that Athemat-Doulet, s Brother-in- Law, and he,
having all the King’s Confidence, and all the Authos
rity of the Government to his own Share, exclufive
of any other Peron, wouldimprove their Advantage
to 'ciPprcfs and ruin them.

HE Y {aw nnother Remedy but to prevent it by
ruining humfelf : Ana though they could not do it
without overthrowing the }i)opcs of the {peedy Re-
duction of Candabar, and of pacifying that rebellious
Fronticr 5 yetthe Confiderationof ther private In-
tereft prevailed before the mott important Intereft of
the State ; and they chofe to venture the Lois of All,
than not to difarm 2 Generaly who could not tirumph
over the Enemics of the Kingdom, without crufhing
them in Picces by his Triumph.

A's the two oppnfite Cabals at Court were cqual-
121 interefted to ruin a Man, whofc Authority and

ower muft be equally burthenfome and prejudicral
to them, 1f hebrought his Defigns to pafs, they uni-
ted, and jomed both againft lum. But imagining
that it would not be poiiblc for them to fucceed in any
Undertaking againft hum, aslong as Athemat-Doulet,
s Brother-n-Law, wasin Place, and forefecing that
this Minuftery in whom the King had all Manner of
Confidence, and to whom, that he might the more
guictly enjoy the Delights of his Haram, he abandon-
ed the Care and Incumbrance of all Affairs, would
not fail to ward off’ the Blows that thould be aimed at
his Brother-in-Law, they refolved to defiroy him
firft; and they fucceeded zy a very ill concerted Piece
of Management, with which no ather Prince but
gchab-HulJein, would have been fo eafily gull'd.

AMoNg
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A Mo N 6 the Officers, who had moft Accefsto the
Perfon of the King, there were two efpecially who,
by the Nature of their Service, were his mott 1inti-
mate Confidents and Familiars. The one was hig
Moullah, or Director of his Confcience, and the o-
ther his chief Phyfician. Thele were the two Offi-
cers that they employ’d to Fivc the Athemat-Doulet
the mortal Blow ; and becaufe that in order to furprize
the King 1nto it, ’twas unavoidably neceflary to
choofe a Time when he had neither Lerfure nor Con-
vemency to take Advice of any but the Confpirators,
they pitched upon that Time of the Night for the
Execution of their Defign, when they might have
him moft at their Difcretion.

Every Thing was quiet in the King’s Apartment,
and there was a prefound Silence. Tlie King him-
feif’ was actually afleep at one End of fus Palacey when
he was fuddenly awaked by two Officers coming in
with affrighted Looks, who cafting their Turbans on
the Ground, asa Token of Sorrow, faid to the King,
¢ That though they were notignorant that 1t wasa-
¢ gainft the Rulesto dare to difturb his Repofe, and
% to enter his Majefty’s Bed-Chamber without his
¢ Leave, efpecially during fo facred 2 Time; yet
¢ the imminent Danger with which they faw him
¢ threaten’d, didnotiuffer them to have Regard to
« the ufual Formalitie$ ; that his Life and Crown
¢ were at ftake ; which now was the Time to {ecure
« againft the Awtempts of the Athemat-Doulet, who
 had fixed on that very Night for the Execution
¢ of hisParricide: That the {aid Prime Minifter, in
¢ Concert with his Brother-in-Law the Gencral of
¢ the Army, had vow’d the Death ot his Majetty, and
¢ the Extinétion of the Royal Family : That while
¢ the latter was to go and hake himfelf Maiter of
¢ J/paban with his Army, and to inveft the King’s
€ Palace, fo that no Prince of the Royal Famuly
% might efcape, the Arhemar-Doulet was to feize the
% Kung hunfelf, with the Afliftancc of three thoufand

€ Kurdes,



