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THE 

PREFACE 

a 
no UG H the Gazettes ar,d otbN publiclc 
News-Papers harve, {or Je"..wal YearS paft, 

T given 11S many Parttcl(/a; s .tbottt the Rc,-.."f)l!~tJ()n 
_ in Pedia j Jet perhaps there 1I no E ..... 'mt of uUr' 

'llme, that has heer; de/:'Ver'd 10 us .... vith more 
Obfcunty. 'I1m IS 1101 (tnd to tbrow an)' Blame upo1i~he 
Author:. who hand th~fe Advuer to tis: 'Ihey ate not an
fdlerablefor Accounts wInch me (ent to them at fo great a 
Difi:mce; and, be they eve, fo d~refl:ve, "dJe o"J)r them 
Thanks fort he Care they ha"v'f taken to mf01 m us, as much 
1&5 was in tbelY Power, of eWl) T,Jt::I, rel'lting to tbtS g1 eat 
Cataftrophe. 

As to Events of the Idee Nature m Cuuntrles ~1lI0fe f,'om 
itS, we have nothing Jcarce to depend on, but the Relations 
gl'l)Cn by Perfol'Is who weI e E)<!-lI

r
ltnefjes, wh'J were q .. ~ 

Sztuatzon and Capacity tf) be informed, not only of wbaf 
was of a publ.ck Nature, but aifo of tbe nloft przvate Tran
[aCliom, as 'Well at the Court of Pcrfia, as of that Na
tion wbicb h:lS newly conqlm cd that 'Vail Kingdom; Per
fins, In ./hart, who bemg Forergners, wzlb 1 egard to Per
iia, could ha'Ve no Rea(on to favour Ol1e Party mort tha" 
tlnother. 

The liiJl(':'fll whtth follows is fOllna'ed upon Evidence of 
this lcind ~ for tbe only Plqn upp wblfh 1 have furmed it, is 
Ihl Mmtoirs ~f Fatber Jude K~ufimkl, a Poliih Je{utt, 
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h' l' R ~ F '1 C P.,; 
who li'Z'ed twenty feat'S lit Ifpah::m, and did nol14a'IJe thaI 
City fill towards the Conclujion of the Siege; and whq, 
from Opportunmes that I am goin!. 10 mention, was in as,· 
tuation to be more parttcular~v informed of the zntrmjicl: 
Part of Affairst thlm IS generally pojJible for p,rivate Men, 
and Foreigners. . . I 

Pl1JoTears before the dethroning of Schah-Huffein, that 
if to fay, in 172.0. the BiJbop of Ifpahan, havmg a Brief 
from the Pope, and Letters ftom tbe Emperor to the KiNg 
of France, to deliver to the King of Perfia, the Prelate 
engaged Father Krufinski, the Procurator of the Jefutts 
I1J that Kmgdom, to accompany hIm to his Audieme, ti1Jd to 
4ftfi hurt zn the Profecation of thoft Affairs whIch he had 
10 negotIate WIth the Kmg's Mlmfters. As that Poliih 
,]efiut, who bad h,en eIghteen Years tn Perfia, was vert 
well K.mwn at Ifpaban, ami was better verfed than anJ 
other European In the Method of tranjafiing Bujineft 
there, the Prelate ff'p~(ed fo much Confidence in his Prob:t, 
and Experience, that he totally abandolZed the Care of his 
N;f~otlation to him; fo that, as Father Krufinski faYl 
I:mnfelJ, Nothzng was tl eattd there but 'What paffid through 
his Hands. 

Tbe frequent OpportunitIes which the Cour[e c/ Ihis Ne
gotiation ga'Ue hIm of eonverfillg wIth the chief J.lfmzjlers, 
and the prmetpal Officers of Schah-HufTcin; and thl! 
Fnendjhtp they bore him for his Integnty and W ifdcm, put 
hIm into a Capaczty to be mformed of AbundantI! of the 
Anecdotes<and Secrets of that Court, which could not 01 
learned from any but thaft who were concerned zn the Arca
na-of Affairs. A Man of hIS Abtlitles, who for two 
Tears, thl! moft curious Part of Schah-Huitein's Reign 
lind In the 'Ucry critz(al Ttmes of the Revolution, was witb 
1Z1l the Miniflers, and admitted not only to thezr Audiences, 
hut alfo to thetr Converfatton, could not fail of coming at 
flZanyP arttculars which could not be learned witbout Doors. 
The Reader will eajily difcO'Uer this in man)' Parts of rhi; 
. Bifi(1), and e{pecially In thoft whzch relate to the Intrigues 
6-nd FmeJ!es of Myrr-W eis, Father to M yrr-Maghmud, 
9IJh~ dlthrQned Schah-HWfein. The fir) Part of this 
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fbJtory is the more clmous, JrecaujP it if fuite new tfJ Eu .. 
rop~ where nothing of 11 has hlthetlo !Jem fo much af 
toucbed on. • 

rat/'er Krufinsklu;anted nothing to be fully informed of 
even' C:rc~Jlance 1"r/ali1lg to the Revolution In Perfia, but 
to h'l'I.'c tl'e fame IntImacy 'with the Aghvam, who an! tbe' 
Compte; ors, as be had wIth tbc Peru,l!1s, 70ho are Ihr Con
'luered; and ProvIdence fa'!.'oured blm With th1S Opport.u .. 
mt] In thl JVanner 1 am c~()mg to relate 

Durmg the Siege of Ifp.lh.m, then' 7.vas l1(Jlle left in the 
Jcfillts "l/onajler)' at Zulfa; but the Procurator of that 
Socref~', who c/;,,(,: to (fay tfme, zf po.f1ible to pre/('I vetbe 
few Afo';.,·eables whub t

"
:: AI~!fiollarJCS had bWf fOrti d to 

leave bl!hmd tbem. TIm h vC1t1'at01', wbo befo1"e the 'frou
hies ':!'as obltged to kC'ep zn tlJe Stab/t'S, for the V (e of the 
AltjJionanfs, )1u/l's and Ailes, 'ivbrch fbI' common People 
of PCI fia gmcrally nrle upon, 'luas furmJhed 'With jeveral 
Sorts of Salws and OmtmentJ pt'oper for the J)tjlCJ1lprrs of 
1170ft .AmmalJ, aJJd 'ivas '(,'er)' welt skJtled m tbe 111ezhod of 
applJ!V,~ lbe,,"; lf7he1t the Aghvans bad /{lken Ztltfd~, zt 
bapjJencd tbat !be HIgh-Steward of M.lghmud'sCourt, 
l'EJik Aghan, 'Zvaj fer::.ed wltb a Dt/fempcr whIch hlS 
Pb.~/iciatJS Ibo!l,~bt Incurable. "",5 tbe Remedies wbzch the 
j'ei .. t t; !"hL'ltb ~'erl'good Succefs m the Cure of the nJ· 
ficdlpel s of BeaJ!s of Bu,.tb"n~ had acquzred htm at Zultd. 
the ReputatlOlI of (l,t able Pbrfi.zan, 'wb!1 was 111{~(lerof 
rhOll c Secret s, be ~as 1 eCOiiIJrlCiided to tbe Lord EJik .~ g .. 
h,HI Tbc Pbrjiaans ba'i)mg alread) given brtn'tJver, be bad 
U(, J:'ipenment left but to have recom (e to a foreign PraHI
tlOlIO, under wbofe Care be could not fare wor{e than he had 
drme wltb bis ()w1zDoElors, who thought him mcurable: 
CfbereJore! he Procurator JcfUtt was fent for. As he was. 
more a Far !ler than a Phy/iuan, he was not wdl11lg 10 flart. 
Ollt of hIS Sthere. and, therejor", ill the Ufo and Applt. 
catzon of 1m Remedzes, he managed 1m P attent liS he u/(rJ 
to do hzs AjJ"es and AfuleJ. '['he Sucajs exceeded hIS Ex
peila/ton, and bts Remedies IJad fbi mofl happy and romp/eat 
EjfeR. The Patient, after bemg g:ven over by hiS {"Wit 

fbljicianr, 'ZQaS per/eElly reC01.'eteti, ?l1td tht7efoJI by brs 
A 1 CUI' 



Vl ~ REF 11 C E. 
Cure acqmred aj 111M/; Ejlt:em from tbe Lord Efik Agbari 
as he had gai!1ed a Rcputatt(ltl fur Pb'yjick throf,(ghou~ the 
Aghvan Arm}, The fit ft Ufo wh;,c11 the Jiftut Operator 
made of 1m CredIt r/J)tth hzs Patzent, was to engage hzm fo 
fend (or Fatber Krufinski, hIS Brotbey Ml/fia»ary from 
Ifpahan, !be only Je{ult that "was left in (he Cft)',- where he 
'was ready to penj!; for lftmt,er. IIegave hIm to underftatld 
that th[s T(lf/7rr, to wbom he 1,Z:as bitt an Apprmttce, WM 

lllucn b('!trr J~;II~{ll!' 'n hl/'l/elf m P/I)/ick, and bad Secrets 
rUR 1110re nOtldcr/lt! 1/Jf'1I1hs lIe neeJcd no other AfgU-
17:wt fo t:1 (;.catic bfi 1. r\gh.l! 1 to lend for hml from Ifpahan 
to ZuIiJ, 'Wltb the P(rlJu(!ioJ1 of Mp r~Magh1l1ud, * who 
col/(entcd to tt '1t'tt l 'rllt <!II}' DlfJicu!t},. 

father Kruiin~Li, c(}mm,~ to tbe Patle/u's Houfe made. 
(ucb a handfomc ACKno'wledgment to 1m Deftverer, by the 
Sah.;es (wet O;"tmC11ts "f wtJlcb be made hzm a Prefent) 
that he not OIllvgamcrl fIn Fa';,;our, but his Confidence.; and 
fera-me Olio' of br s mojl tntllila! e Frtendj. HI s r:onJlant At
tendance UpOll Ibts g1e{!t Offi'cel, and the f1cquent Conver
jat:p, ... j.'f} had togetb~r wbile he was on tbe 1'mnclmg Hand, 
f,ave hit/I an UP!'(JII {(ttlty t (j /Ie tboro{(gbly mformc,? of eve, y 
pa~ tJ{ul:w P .:;jjage m the ExpeditIon of the Aghvans; and 
It mtn' be afJtrmed that no Body was morc capable h' jet hIm 
fIght 111 the whole Affatr, than an Officer of that Rank, 
who bad been prifent at all the Conjult'ltlOns, and I.'ad the 
t,rfateJi Sbare m tbe ExecutIon. 

rrbe }JZftOl Y, the1-ejore, 1 now pttbltjh, is ta.{en from the 
iiutben!Ic/;:' a"d acatrate A1emOtl s of an mtelltgent Imparttal 
JVJaJ1, 'iLho n:/ates llOtbmg but wbat he (au, wztb bzs own 
Eyes, orbeard/lomtbe;.llzmJlc.rs of hothParties, of the 
grealefl Kno'wfulge and Alltbortty; and I dare affirm, tbat 
'Ihete's/caree a Htjlory In the World that can be fo much de
fJended upon jor tbe crrutb and Certainty of FaCts as tim, 
III Icafl to tbe Conciujion of the Tear 172r. for tbe Me:" 
mOlfs of K rufinskl go no farlh~r. 

As 

* He wa~ not yet M..'\ller 9£ Ifpilhan, but s,hah-Hu!fem. who was 
jut\. on the l'Q1nt Qf fuuenoering It. »efu[ed nothin, dlQt he d~ 
~;\Jlded. 
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AJ (or what has pa./Jed from the End ~f that Ye.1r to the 
p, e(ent <JIme, whtcb goes but a lzttle Wa.y in tbe pcond Part 
of thi1 trod .. , I could ha' • .!e no InformatIOn btlt fi'om fbe 
jlf.t/Jiuk ]vews-Papei s, wherem 'Things are 1'epre.fented In a 
'iXI y zmpe; (et! Imt! umerfazn Llgbf, Of tblS the Reader 
may Jud!,e bf\VJewJfTay uf dz(lmguiJhing fbe Place where 
the Aghvans gamed a Vtflory O'1'er fbe Tmks m 172.7. ~ 
The B.lttlc, (cq they, W,lS fought between Ert'van and 
f(j;aha;J; whJCb 15 '1-'err mar the larm 'Ibmg, as zF, to tell 
w/m e a Battle 'was fou:;bt In France, the}' Jhould fa v zt 
happen'd betWixt ~llnperCOrentlm afld Marfclllcs; /01" 
the D~flance betw!>!! thefl! two 'rowns IS no! fo g1'rat as be
tween Eri\'an and j fP'lh w 

As to tue little Drpendancc that IS to be placed upon tbofo 
OugtI12/S, 'ivltb regard to fIJI? Certamty of FaCts, I '1m1t 
onlv gn'e O;le InJlance here, whlcb IS, 'I'[',1t tt ts pretended 
that tbe Turks laul S:e;!,c, for the firfl'lime, to IfpahJn, 
aooNt tbe Ettd of tbf Smnmrr In 172f. tbollJ!,b '115 c~'14t'iJt 
(rom the J1cmo?lj of Father Klullnskl, tbat In tbe Ex. 
'l!t1:jion, 7vl1J(h tbi') Ibm made tbat 11/"1); !bey dzd not com~ 
wzthm t/.11('(' Days Journ~}' of the Place, , r' 

Irhat I mClltJon at the EJld of 111) Hzjlory, touching the 
ArtIcles of thf! 'Treaty of Peace, concluded betwCCiz the 
G, ,we! Selgmor and tIJc Su/tml Atzi aff, 1S taken frum t be 
fame Newj-Papen J have only omztted one Article, 
whIch I dId not thzlzk ZII the /&aji pI vt'c1b1e, 'Tts that '11)her e 
'tIS fald, that tbe Sultan E[reif, and 1m .£Wvv)'.r ./hall be 
recczwd at Conftantmople, and In tbe other Towns of z/;;J 

Ottoman Empzre as titLe j~Ju./Julmen; notwt"thfb.ndmg 
fuch is the DIfference of OpinlOns between the Turk.$ 
and Perjians, that they look upon one another ,1S He .. 
reticks. 'I bi; Article nugbt ba'Vc flood, if the Turk had 
been tl eatmg 'olJtth Schah· Huifcm, or tbe Sopbtes hIS Pre
dmffors, who were of the Sea of Rafi: But It can by nQ 
Me(1ns Jutt wzth Sultan Afzraff, and tbe Aghvan~, whlJ 
ate llOW the prevatlmg Naftlm tn Perfia, and who ale 111 alt 
Rejpefls (Jf the farm Rel/guh ': and the jame SeEl as tbe 
Turl,s, name/)" ,if tl.le Seft of iunni, or the Followers 
,f Omar, flS fila)' be ob[erved In tpany Parts of thiS Ht-

A 4 .foery, 
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flory. SD that thir is jtlft tbe fame Thing, as if, in (J 

Treaty of Peace between two Roman Cath(Juck Prilfw, 
who alfo acknowledge one another. as fo,h, it jho~!d bB 

jltpttlated that for the future they ./bal' no longer treat 
each otber as Hereticks. 

1 make tbeft Ob[ervations bere, to admoni/ the Reader, 
1hat as to the Certainty of crhings, be ougbt to make a great 
J)zfference between the Fn,{fs poftmor to tbe Teat 172f. 
whzch 1 only took from tl:le publuk News Papers, and 
wbrh I have vcry fuccznft~y related at tbe CloJe of tIm 
fVat k, and the FaCts precedm!. that PerIOd, whzch a/'C 

allgroimded upon the certamandgenutneMemotrs of Fa
ther Kruf\nski : 'l'hzs very Perjon Jent them to Father 
F:eul"ial1, Procurator of the JefUtts Mt{/ion zn the Le
vant; and from this Reverend Father I rmzv'd them, 
in order to make them publtck; fa that as they came to 
1fl.J' JImJds fY(Jm that S01Jrce, and by thtS Canal, the pre
fent Hljlory I have compos'd from them may Itt/fly be /ook'r/ 
#lpon as a Contmuatzon of t' e AJcmozrs of the Levant 
MtjJions, of whtcb Father Fleunau has alrea~~ publtjb' d 
Ji~ Polumes. 

I hwve not .zd·vanc'd one Fafl concerning the E'jenfs of 
Ibis Re"volution, to the End or the rear 17 z.r. but wbat 
is taken from the Memoi1 J of Father Krufinskl; but I 
"ave not okferved the lame Order in my Htflory as he has 
done: He diVides 1m Relation into three Parts. 7hefirft 
('onMinl the Arnval of the Aghvans before Ifpal1an, 
Ihe -Sll'ge apd Surrender of that Capttal, tbe Abdicatz
'11 of Schah-Huffein, the two Tears and half of the 
Dfurper Maghmud's Reign, the Infoal/allon of hzs Sue
u!for, and hzs .Aflions to the End ef the Year 172,5'" 
'.the fecond contains the Origin ~r the Rebel/ton of the 
Aghvam;, andail the Imrigues of Myrr-Weis, Father 
ID Maghmud, as well at [(pahan as Candahar; his 
R,bellion, hIs Return to hIs own Country, and the Con(i
'Jllences of that Rebellion, to the Moment that hzs Son 
M:l~hmud fit out /rom Candahar ot the H,ad of his 
Army to htj:cge Kirmmtji,jf, an.,d Ihm Ifpahan. Tin 
Ibml and {aji Parl:S lien! indJjio.'lierhJl the Diflrder antf 

* Con, 



PRE PAC E. 
COlifujion of tbe,J>erfian Gowrllment in all its Parts, N".. 

tlcr thf ReIgn of a weak Prmce, a Slave 111 the lritt anti 
P leafore of his Ellnuchf, Perjims as inca/ab/elo govern, 
as he 'iJ.'IlS htmfeif· 

1'his was the ,'1e/hod F(lther Krufinski propos'd in his 
.Vemoirs, wiech mmy Bifiory Iha'iJe thought fit to alter. 
9"he taft Part whIch talus ttp almqjJ fJ!lC half of the Afe
'1IJOlYS, IS riJ)h.at I trelJ.t of fi'ft, and what I ha'l.Jc mojl 
contraCted; fo that what t·clates to the Dtforders of the 
Government, canjider'd m general, IS hardly the eighth 
Part of my Htjlory. But [ have taken more Scope as t. 
partIcular Fa8s, 'ivhrch I !Jave detacb'd from that thml 
Pm t, in order to 1 angc rht:m In their due Place, I1ccor
dmg t(J the OrdCl of '.ftme lit the Courft of the HIJlOr,.1. 
F1 om the DtJo,-ders of the Go'vemntent, I pals to the 0" .. 
gmo! the Agh .... ms, whD haroJe confjuer'd Pedia, which 
talces in all the fecrmd Pal t of Father Krufinski's Me
WJotrs, With Wbld} I concltJrl~ the firfl Part of my lh/
t01'Y. 

The /erond Part begins IJt fb, Depar/II,·e of Myn· ... 
M.lghmud, when be march'd from Cand.dl.lr to /;rjirf,e 
Klrman jilj!, and then Ifpahan, and dr(cllbcs the whoie 
Smcs of fbI' Re'l)o/utton to fbI' veal)' of Peace, latelv cen .. 
• Judd brtween the Grand Selgnior and tbe Sultan AIl.LlJT~ 
by whICh tbe i.1tter IS l~ft 1'1 qutet POffr:JJiOll of tbe 7'h1 one of 
PCl fia, aJld jccur'd agam) tbe only E'~(.7tty that WaJ pow
!:Iul enougb to moleft hIm In hts ConqueJl. 

''ItS true that the Tw·k has RcaJon to be {atf~(ied with. 
the Sbal I' tbat rrmams to !JIm, wbuh 15 near two hund, cd 
L~agues of tbe Country in Length, from tbc Ktngdom of 
Cakct, tbe moJl Northern Part of Georgl'l, 10 tiJe CI
ty of AmadJ.1l on tbe Soulb, al1d IlJ flme i'laCl's (lbo~'(' 0118 
hundted Ltag,ues iJ1 Breadth. Bftt [ /ca"..-'c It 10 Polltl
(lam to Judge, wbl!the1· Conquejis at fo grellt D,(laflce, 
wbJcb ,'each to the Center of Pedin, are a r;;altta/;/e dr~ 
fUiJitton for a Prmce who Ii fOllr bundled or fi'Ve blmd1fJ 
Leagurs off, anti who 'WIIJ be 'l.4ry bapp), if hrrea/ t e1 It 

does not coj! htm tn01 e to l'ifer'l.Je th;11I tbml 'l!.:hat he 'ZLifl 
,et b; tbem: 
, n4 
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1'biswas all tbat I had to fay, in ort{tr I() fatuf.y th~ 

Publtck, as to th:: Matmals / had jfJT this Htjll)n'~ and 
my Method In ':.l.Intzng it. All that remains ftlr m~ now, 
is 10 explam [ome Pohm whzch [eem'd to me to deftrve It. 

I may be blam'd for Injlance, becau[e, efp{cially m tbe 
firjl Part ofm} Htjiory, I mention the Fa51s 'lI»thout Dates. 
To thIS I anfdJer, that I found none in my MemOirS, 
where the rears are not dijiinguzjh'd till towards 172.0. 
Mean rtme as this Want of Date 15 alwars perplexwg to 
the Reader, I will endeavQur to (upp!y It here, and regu
late my felf accordmg to an Evmt whzch is clearly dtjlm
guifo'd in thofe MemOIrs, and mmtwn'd maNate in the 
firft Part of thts Htftory. 

71:;e Fall is this: The Mufcovite EmuC'dfy, which fo 
alarm'dthe Perfian Court, becaufe of the Czar's Ptnvff 
hecoming formidable even 1n Afia, after the entire Defeat 
of the Kmg of Sweden, could not arrzve at 1 [pahan till 
after the Battle of Pultowa, whtrh was fOt~ght July 8. 
170.9. and becaufo it was by Rea(on of this Emba.J1y that 
Myrr-Weis was (ent bade to 'Candahar, 'w/bere [001'1 
after his Arrzval he rebell'd; thIS gzves ROQm to fix the 
[endzng back of Myrr-W eis to btS lYWn Countr)', and hzs 
&bellzon In the latter Months of the Year 170.9. 

As it muft take hzm itp Time to defeat the ill ImprejJions 
which tbe PrmceGcorgi -Kanr. Govemor of Candahar had 
g1Vcn hzm at the Court of Perfia, and afterward$ to make 
a Tour t() Mecca, and to return from thmce ta Ifpahan, 
where he M[o jlatd [ome TIme hefore he was fent hack to 
Candahar, be could not in lefs than four Tears do ,hu, 
and 1 econctle him(elf wttb the Mtmfters, and the King 
hmz(elJ, and ercEf all his Battmes againft the Court, by 
Means of the Rebellzon, which he was contrlvmg; fa that 
it may be conteElur'd that it was about the 'Var I70f'. that 
ti e Prince Georgi-Kan fent him to Ifpahan, as a dan
gerous Man that ought to be (ufpefled. 

It was not till two rears after 1m Rebellion tbat an Ar
m} was jent agairtjl h£m, whIch he defeated. This Ex
ped/tlon and this ])efeat (auld not falJ Qut, therefore, but 
11I1ht liar 17 r I. 

I 
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I nJeet wIth a,'Jother Perplextty relating to the Death 
of Mvtr-Wei, Father Krufinski's A1emozrs places " 
prj II; '717. ui)!ch Dale 1$ blotted out In my Mantt/cript, 
and 1713. wrtt (wer it. But as I don't Imow whether 
thiS is ,bc AlIt.r's Correchon, and as beJides the Date of 
J7I3 umnot 1aJ/j 'WIth the important Fails 1c1atcd in 
the Me/'iJolYS, I t!10ught.fit to adhere to that if 1717. 
whtcb agrees perjeflly witb theft FaEls. 

'Tn (aid tbat after tbe firjl f/'iffory 'lvbich Myrr. 
Wets gain'd In:ertbePerfians, which, as Iba7.'eprov'd, 
could ItOt be [aoller than the rear 17 r r. frefh .L1nntes 
were (ent agamjl hIm n:l'ry two Years, over whicb he 
IJ/ld aI1M)'.' the .. 1dvantage. Now zf he dted m l7q. 
that IS to fay, two 1 ears after hIS firJl FIEtor), be would 
flat bave bad tbe Opportumty of beatm,~ tboje Arrmes, 
'lvhzeh after 171 I. only came e'VCry two? lears to t,l'1.!e hmz. 
any Dtjlfltbance. 

lllorlovo 'tiS prov'd by the Memoirs, that th(' Brother 
pf Myrr-\Veis~ who {imeeded bim In tbe Pnnclpaltty 
of Cand.lhar, mjoy'd tbat Place but a few MOtltbs, or 
er;.·en a Ino Days; and tbat Maghmud, who had eM 
off 1m Unrlc's Head, was bts tmmedlate SubJlttute. Now 
l\1'lg1.mlld, as zs f'xprejlr (atd In our Memozrs, was hut 
"'~enty fix Tea1Sof Agewhmbe dted in I72f· therefort 
if hJS Fal her 'Z1)aJ dead In 17 [ 3. he 'lOIJu/d havc been but 
fourteen 1'e,U5 old when he cut off h15 Uncle's Head, ana' 
faus'd /Jmljc!{ to be dec/ar'd Prince of Cand.llvu·, and 
Germ al of tbe 1'roops of tbe NatIOn, which is bqond all 
frobabtltty; whereas by foppofing, as the Manu(cnpt 
lilys in tbe firfl Place, that Myrr- W ClS dzd not dlC tIll 
17 I 7· Maghnmd, wbo 'Zoas thm clg/7tecn Tears of Age, 
1I1Id who by al tmdmg hiS Father In alt hIS Campaigns 
and Euurfions from hH In/an"" could not but be mort 
formed to Bujinc,/J, am' more enterpnzrng, than IS ulua! 
(It that ./lge, lI11gbt be in a CClnclttion to fill the important 
Poft to '1.vhicb he caufed blmftlf :[1 be appomted, 

It wa 11M tJii two TeilrS after his injlallatton, that the 
Court of Perfi.l fent aIJ ArwlJ aga1i1j hIm:, commanded 
tt, ,h, SiIJ ()f Se.ti-Kuh·K~, whom 1m path!r [erved 

lit 
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;11 §!!Jality of Lieu/mont. Tf"erefore ,Ihis Expcdttilm, 
which was unfortunate to the Perfians, could not bl made 
Imt in the Tear 171 3. 

The /uccefsJul Expedttion of Luft.,Ali-Kan, again) 
Myrr-Maghmud was made the Tear Jolk{;wing, fwd by 
Confequence towards the Begmning of tbe SttftJmer ~f 1720. 
It was in November that lame Year that tbJj Gel:n aI, 
r<wbo was tWIJolved in the Difi.race of tbe Prime j\;fml-' 
fter, his Brother-in-Law~ was apprehended at Chiras. 
All the Fails pofler/or to thIS Event are dated In tbe Ale
moirs, as well as this laft, fo that it 'Were need/eft to rUt~ 
tblS Cbronology Jarther. But that the Reader may fee ~he 
whole SeYles of it at one Glltnee, and ,0nJutt tt as be reads 
(hIS lltjlur;, I think it proper to place It htre. 

Myrr-\Veis 1-vas [ent as a (u/peEled Perfon from} 
Candahar to lfpah.m, to'J)ards the Clo/e of I70f 
the rear. 

Ybere he ftay'd 'Without goil1g out of the rown} 8 
tzll 170 

lie made his Pilgnmage to Mecca. during thet} 
.fame rear, and rcttwned to Ifpahan about tbe 170 9 
End of It, or tbe Begmnmg of 

lIe was (ent back to Candah.lr, wbere he tcuelled 
about ·the End of t/;qt Year. 

Il~ d~f(,.ltcd the Pcru.ln Army commanded by Ko-} t71l 
Hrow-Kan, P1tncc of GcorgI.l, m 

lfe dId, 'and '".!Jas [ruceeded firft by hIs Brother,} 
and tben b.y 1m fecond SOI~ Myrr-Maghml,ld, 1717 
fit 

);l~rr-I\lJghml1d defeated the Peruan Army 1 1719 
Jmt ag1mft Imn, m f 

He IS delN.Jed by the Pedian General LUft-Ah-} J7l0 
Kan Z,J tbe Summfr of 

The Gennal Luft-Ah-Kan was arrefled, and 
hIS Ar fil)' difperfed ~y Means of tbe DzjgMC8 
of Atbemat-Doutet hIS Brotber-zn-Law, ill 
(be A1oll/h ~f November, tbi fame. TeaT. 

, Myrr-
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Myrr-Maghmud [pent all the next Tear in making} 

Preparations for a great Exepedztion, ami fit 171.l 
Ollt in December. 

lIe arrived at Giulnabat, foltr Ltaguel from} 17%.% 
Ifpahm, thf 8th of March. 

He made hzmfi5.. ..Majer of Ifpahan, the u.d of 
oCtober, the fame Tear. 

He died, and his Coufin-Germaill Afzraff (uC-!171,r 
eelded him In April 

ne Peace between tbe Grand SeignllJr !anti Afz- 171.7 
raff was concluded at the El1d PI 
"hus have I gWM the Chronological Seriu of thf prill. 

lipal Events of this Revolution, whzch will make amends 
for the Want of the Dates tn ibe firfl Part of my H,. 
ftory ; for tn the fecond, I havI Jet them down examy. 

Since, 'Wherever J have [poke of great Sums of Mg· 
ney m this 1hJlory, I havt fpecify'd them bv 'iomans, 
'Which I have afterwards v41ued by our own Com, I fJJ1J 

obliged to gZ'lIe an &planatlon here, Imh as 10 Ihal M~ 
nty, and tts J' alue. 

The Toman is not a jingle Species of Coin, hut M()~J 
in Tak, whIch is u[ed in Perfia for eOIl/iderable Sumr. 

The Toman; ta/cm in tbis.fcn[e, never varies in itfelf, 
~ut the rarzaH{);~ of our COifS makes a proportIonAble r a
, zatlon In that. 

At the Time that Tavernier was ;n Perfia, 7J.'''trr btl 
made his laft Voyage in 1663. the'fomanwajvalued a~ 
4bout fifteen (French) Crow1li, or, by a nzce Cumputafi
~n, at (orty fix Livres, a Denjer~ and one fifth, as h. 
hzmfelJ fays, [peaking of the'iom;ln. 

Our Mrllzey having tiftn fi"ce, the raluatian af th6 
Toman rifes In Proportion j tnfomuch that In the ThtJe of 
Sir John Chardin, ,. 'Whofe 'I~,.avels in Perfia are later 
thaNlhaft of Tavernier, the Toman was valued at fifty 

Li'lJres. 

• in his latter Vovages in Perjia, he r,duces the Toman to forty~ 
five LIVre!, and we ~n't fec what made It fall, but 'us {bU cenail1 • 
• ccording to KruJins~'1 Valwap~n, chat.adel' Slh .. S,l,m •• it WM 
:at ii.Xty LI vx Ci. 
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Li'lJrn. I wIll dfJly produce two Pr()(Jjs of it taken jro1ft 
his BQok, of li:Jc CorliZaflon of Solyman. H~ there 
fap,~. ~8I. '" 'Iheygavchzm·cif,htTomans, whIch 
, are four hundred Livres." And m another Plare be
fore that, p. 2.98. 'They took but 8~oo Tomans, 
, which are 400000 Lines.' Gcmel~ who did not 
travel to Perfi~ till near thirty TealS afm Chardm's 
fir) Voyage, reduces the Toman to firtem C1 owm, and a 
Izttle more; m wh,,fh 'ttS vijib/o that he has olll}' coptedTa
verl1lf:r, as he J:las done in many otlm Places, tbough he 
never mtjfes an Opportuntty to fall ttpon him when he can. 
It cail't be douhted but the Yaluatum of The Toman, wit/; 
re/pef! to our Money, is very much Yl{ert flllce T aver
nler; (lnd that it was at leaft at fifty-fi'i"t Ltvres, whrfc 
Gemelli travelled in Perfia, that ts to fay, in 1694. So 
Father Krufinski, who came tbrtber ezght at nme 1eal j 
after, and jlay'd twent) Tears tbere, that is to Jay, du
rm<-f[, the greatc) Part of the Reign of Schal1-HuJfeint 
'Values the TiJl'Jlan at fixty Lzvres of our Alo11C). The 
Letter from a Capuchin oj Aleppo, infertcd in ttll! Mer
cury of January 171.7. confttrtts tIm J/allla!ioIJ, by 
faring, That a Tom,m IS worth twenty Crown.). Lind 
t/m tS fbe Rule 1 ba,,'e cOltjlalJtly follow'd ill my f/altta
lion of the Tomans thl0ugbcta the whole COUlfl of tIm 
Htfloy),. 1 

As to the Coins of Perfi,l, 1 think 1 oltgbt to corrd1 a 
P ajJage WhlCb is m the Relatiolt inferted in the fecond 101111 

or fbe Mercury for December 1726. 'Tis there fold, 
that the AmbaJ!ador fent by Afzraff to the Ottoman 
Porte earned for a Prefent 20000 '1'omans of Gold, 
whIch feems to infer, that there are two Sorts of romans 
in Pedia, romans of Gold, and romans 0/ Silver, (I 

Thmg ab(olutely falfe, and which I ob/erve hPl e, to guard 
the Reader again) a material En or, tD which he might 
be liable m tbat Refpect. 

Whereupon I }halt mak! thefe Remat les : 
I. That they dOIJ't coift Gvld in Perfia, titeept upon the 

.dcceJliD11 of as Kzngs to the Crown, and o11ly t/) fillll,f' 

.. mongtbe People) bNttb{lt ism: fUn-lnt MfiJIt)'. 

2. Thllt 
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Zo. That there are but two fa"fS of Sums ill Perfia,' the 

one cttlled Toman, tbe other called Or. Eight Larins 
",,,kf ,,,, Or, and etghtyLanns a roman; and, by COll(e~ 
'lllt»Ce, a Toman IS worth 1m Ors. Btlt when Tomans 
are mentiDned . the ~uejlf{Jn is fl()t whether they are of GoM 
Dr Stiver; an}~'~is '} erm jigmfies only a C!1 tallt fixed SUi'll 
i" Accounts, whzch valNed by the French i~fl}ney IS worth, 
at thIS Day, fixty Livres. '['his Remark ;s ttl-kelt Fo. 
Tavernier, who havin~ traded conjidcrably at the Court 
of Perfia, whel e he often rem'Ved great Sums ~f the 
KIng's Treafure, for the Diamonds and Jewels 'lvhJCh he 
fold to that Ponce in blS /c'Vcral Voyages, ought to be cre~ 
d,ted MOre than any Body, a~ to 'lJ.lhat 1 elates 10 the Mo
neyof IbIS Ktngdom. 

If Gemelli has only copied Tavernic.:r, as to the Coins 
'f Perfia, he can't be charged, however, with having 
&opied hsm In the Defcriptson he gives of tbe Bridge of 
Chins, O'IJer the Senderout, a ~ltarter of a League fro1l: 
Ifpahan; fDr Tavernier foys no more of It, than/hat 'lIS 
lin old Bridge. Bdt Gemelli, who In all Probabll:l)' nc'i..'C1· 
[aw it, gwes a Defmptlon of 11 accordmg If) that oj th~ 
.Bridge of Zulfa, fJT the Bridge of the G.lurs, gl'ven us by 
Tav('rmer. Indeed Gemelli faces thIJ Brzdge With h iglt 
WaIls or coloured Bncks, v;hich have a great Opening 
in the Middle, WIth a covd'd Gallery, and two lIttle 
Foocways at the Sides towards the Rlver. 

h order to thrl'W down theft Walls, and thBft pretended 
Gal/mes, Wb1Ch Gemelli has raifrd of hzs own Cood-1fI1I 
"pen the Brzdge of Chiras near I1pahan, there nuds If" 
'In(jre than one Fafl, related by Fatber KruGnskl in hIS 

MemOIrs, of whuh hlmftlf 'Was an Eye·Wztnefi. ''Iis 
the Method that Charpentier J acoub, a COUl'lander, 
took in driving the Aghvans from thlI Bridge b)' Canllon
Shot, while the Perfians defended It a[.ainft tbem; for 'tis 
plam thai he ((IIlld only fire upon one S,de of tbe Bndge, he
cau.feotherwt/e., andif h, h4afiredfrom either End oj the 
Bridge, he YJ'ould ha'Ve knochd t))t:,Perfians o-th'-He~d, 
befwe be cl)uid ha'IJt ,;011le at the Agbvans. Now, if thJI 
Brutl' 'I Cluras, 10M [a{td With IY fUls ami Gallerit! 011 

8~'/J. 
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eacTi,SitIe, h01J'J coulJ thl' Cannon do any Execution upon the 
Aghvans, whom h~ could only fit e upon-in Flank? ,/ 

As to this Charpf'ntier Jacoub, I jball here add onff 
Thing, whzch will prove what I have [azd fJf the little CI' e
tift that is to be given to the Relallrms that .ate handed to us 
lJf thzs War. According to Father KrpUtlSki, who Jaw 
the Attack made upon the Bridge of Chiras on the 2. 3d oj 
March 1726. it was this Charpentier Jacoub, who ha
'Oing levelled Cannons charged with Cartridges agam) the 
Aglwans, drove them from the Brzdge. Nowaccordtng 
If) the Account inferted in the Mercury for November 
171.6. it was undertheCf)mmandof thisfameJacoubtht 
Courlander, that the Aghvans made un Attack upon the 
Bridge of Chiras that fame Day the 2~d of March, whIch 
is as much as to fay, tbat thzs very Man fought on both 
Side!, attacking and defending the Brzdge at the fame TIme. 

In the(c Relations I might correCt fifty Miftakes of the 
(ame Importance. Ijha/l only hint at one, wh:ch iIfo con
trary to all Manner of Pro~abz/ity, that I can't con.
ceive how it could fltp the /Pritcr's Pen. "J'zs there pre
tended that in the lajl Sally made by the brave EuntlchAc:h
met Aga, the Prince of Havoufa Machmet-'v ali, who 
fi41aincd it at fir) hut weakly, joined openly then 'Wttb tbd 
Aghvans; that be Jell witll them upon Achmet;; that 
Ie drove him from the Po rts where he had made a. 
Lodgment; and that he put ail the Perfians he met with 
there to the Sword: And yet after this manifcft 1'reache
,-y, 'tis prtt!ended that Schah-Hulfein made an Apology 
(Of· this Traitor, whom he then knew to be [uch, again) an 
Eunuch who had done him faithful Service. 1'bi; whole 
NarratilVe ;5 ahfoluuty falfe: 'Ihe Eunuch was indeed 
/;lamed by the Kingfor having fought without the Orders oj 
Machmet-W ali General of the Army; but the General, 
who always held out for the King in Appearance to the End 
~f the Siege, never turned his Arms againJl the 1'roops of 
that Kzng which he commtAnded; and all that he could be re~ 
proached for upon this Occa/ion was, that he had not fup
purted the Eunuch Achmet with as much pzgour as h, 
mi,ht and oM:,ht to haw dOM j (IS we /bIll find in that Part 

if 
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~f the HiJ1ory, where we have all the Particulars of t!m 
AdveAture. Schah-Hu!fcinwas fo farJrom (u(pefltng 
Ihar the General had betray'd hIm, that all the Eunucb 
Ac hmet could fa." to him upon this OccaJion to convince him 
of It, and to open his EJIS tofte aPiece of 'I'reachery,which 
was but too palpable, was abfolutct;, to no pf4rpoft. 

f//hBt ever I have mentzoned the CbzeJ lVlmtj!er ofPerfia, 
I have called htm the Athemat-Douler, thollgb otbrrs, 
and even my Memoirs cal! him Ichtimadewlct. Bul as, 
finceTavernier's Voyages, who always calfs hzm Athemat· 
Douiet, he zs more known by this Name zn FranLe Ih'm by 
any other, I have ;/Jut,;;,b! fit to retatJ1st. 

Ollr publtck News-P,lper; dorl't agree about the Name of 
the ne'UJ Sultan of Pedia. Our Galettes call hIm Eft'cf, 
and the Accounts inferted In our Mercuneb call hzm Acht'· 
raf. I know not how the Name of 11m SultttrJ otIght to b, 
pronouilted; but as to tbe Way of Wrttmg st I ha'l/c fo!
I(lwed the MemOIrs oj Fatber Krufinskl, where It tS al
wl,J-ys wrzt Afzraff. 

'I'o the End that nothzng might be wantin.l{ 'lubicb may 
(Olttrlbule to the SattsJaffton of the Reader of tbis Irork, 
I have pet fixed a {hort Hl1l:ory of the Sophles, cOlltaw
ing the Orzgtn (If thar Famtly{. and the SucceJJion of Kmgs 
zt has gIven to redia, and t~at ba'Ve rClgned there (rOM 
1499. when Ifmael, tlJe fir) Ktng of the Race of tbe 
Sophies, mOllnted the 1hrone, to tbe Month of Ocroher 
172.2.. when Schah-Huffein, tbe taft Kjng ofotbat Race 
was dethroned, Thts foort H:ftory WIll ferve as an Intro
duElzon to the Hzflory of the late Revolution s fo that In on~ 
and the fame 117ork, we }hall have a compleat Hr}lory of the 
Reigns of the Snphzes, whIch ba'Ve tafted but 1%.4 Tears. 

A~ to Prince Thamas, who fince the Conclufion of th~ 
Peace between the Turks and Aghvans, bas gi"Vtn no S1g111 
of LIfe, he muft be con/idered as a T,tllltW, who bas nlJ 
longer any real Po.JJeJlion i1l Perfia; but only certain RIghts .. 
whIch indeed ate well founded, and may be of gt eat Servic: 
fl!jhentheTt'l1*csja'Uour, but as th,y 4re at preJent, are mort 
~rt~enfoml to him ;hlln the) cal) be pr~fi'able. 
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SHORT VIEW 
Of the A N C lEN T 

Hiftory of P erjia , 
To the Tkne ofU S U M-C ASS AN. 

•

. HE late wonderful Revolation i.n Perfta 
havmg excited the CUI iofity of the Pubhck 

T 111 e'l; ery thmg belongmg to that once flou
nl1ung EmpuCj we thought it mJght not 

be unacceptable to the E1l'Tltjh Reader, for the better 
tmderfiandmg of the foU;wmg Hiftory, to premifo 
fomething of the antient State of a NatIOn that has 
l1ladc fueh ~ NOlie and FIgure 10 theW orId for fo many 
Age~. 

T Y E antient Perjia. wac; for many Ages no morc 
"than a Province, and but a fmall one either, of that 
vaft Track whIch nt)w g~s by the N.lme of the Per., 
fian Empire. The earlteft authentick Accollnts we 
have of It make It a Member of the AJJyrian Empire, 
govclnc£l by a Pra:fea with the Title of King, but 
tnbutary to the A.f!yrzan Monarchs. Thofe Princes 
peing abandoned to Luxury and V oluptuoufne1s, com
mitted the whole Management of their Affairs to the 
Generals of thelr Armies. Two of thefe, .Arbace~ 
and Belochus, difdaining to ferve under fo weak and e£: 
fernin.lte a Mafier as Sardanapalus, the laft of the 
A./IYrian ErI1perors, confpired agrunft hIm, ~d be" 
1ieg'd him in his Capital of Nineveh, where to avoid 
fallmg lnto the Hands of his Enemies, he fet fire to his 
Palace, ~Qd was cO(lft1med in it, together with thof~ 
"af\ TreaJ"Ul"es which mmfclf iUld ffedec~or5 had 

bc~q 



.A jhorf Vil'w of, &c. xiI; 
been heaping up for feveral Ages. The Conquerors 
divide" the Empire betwixt them. Belochus for his 
Shal'e had A/[yrta, Chaidea, 1lle{vpotam'a, and the ad
jacent Provmres; and fi:r..cd the Seat of his Empire at 
Bab}'lon. .Arbaces took for his Part Media, PerJia, and 
other Countries more to the EaitwJ.rd. TlllS Revo
lution happened about Ann. /~lund. 3 146 

UN D E R thiS new Government, Pcrfia cuntinued 
much as before; fub,efr mdeed to Its own Kmgs, but 
tnbutary to the 111edes, who conGdcred them 0.1l), as 
their Lieutenants; till Camby(es II. King of Perji.'?, 
havmg mJ.rried Ma .. d""ne, Daughter of Ajh'agcs, Em
peror of the Medes, C}lru. rheir Son, became Hell' to 
both Empires, upon the F.ulur~ of the Aled:tm Line 
in the Pt:rlon of Cyaxares II. Son tv Ajl:;agcs; about 
.d. A!. H02. 

T HIS illuihious Hero, whore Vil"Wes in ~.tce and 
War are celebrated by an Authors, batb facred and 
prophane, may be JuiHy reckoned the Founder of the 
Peljian EmpIre. For befides the entire Kmgdom of 
Midta, and all the Provinces polfclfed by the Apj nan 
and Babyloman Monarchs, he added to it the Countncs 
of Armenta, PhIX~la, Lydia and a great Part of Ara
bia; lea" mg beh!l1d him thetharaEter not only of one 
of the gre,tteft, but befi: Prmc~s that ever reIgned. 
His Son Camb){es pofieifed none of hiS V!rtucs, but 
his Valour, whIch he fuccefsfully employed in the Re
ducbon of Egypt, where hedied, atteraihoctReign 
of [even or eight Years. 

UP 0 N the Death of Cambyfes, the legal 8ucceffion 
was interrupted by the Contnvance of the ltfagi, or 
Priefts, who fet upon the Throne one Smerdzs, ,\ Son 
of the High Prieft, fficl.king the People belJeve he was 
a Brother of Cawbyfts; a Matter of no great Difficul
ty in a Country where Retirement from the publick. 
View, was always confiderc..J as a prmcipal Part of the: 
Majeftyof theIr Princes. But the Impotiot did not 
long enjoy hiS ufurped Dignity. The Princes, and o
ther Great Men of the Kingdom, difcovcril1!& the I n1~ 

B ~ pofto~ 
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Eofior, ret upon him, aqd flew him in the Palace. 
:{Janus Hyfla!p15, of the Royal Line, was he:-eupon, 
by, common Cunfent, e1e8:cd into the vacant 'Throne_ 
1 his Prmce, his Son Xerxes, :l.nd feveralof thelr Suc
celT'ors, made long, but very unfuccefsful Wars wIth 
the Greeks; thc Genius of that free and brave People 
prov1l1g too hard for all the Forces of thofe powerful 
and mIghty Monarchs. Dartus, the Tenth in that 
Line of Succeffion, was 1l1vaded by Alexander the 
Great, KlQg of Macedon, and after lofing tD hIm the 
three great Battles of Granicus, /ffus, and Arbela, W~ 
~epnveq both of hIS Crown and hIS Life, leavmg hIs 
EmpIre in the Poifcffion of hlS via-onous Enemy, 
-about ~1_ AI. ,6,r. 

AFT E R thls Overthrow of the Monarchy, the 
Perfian Nation lay obfcure a matter ')f f 3 r Years; 
that is to fay, from the )6JfYearof the World, to 
the 12.8 Year of Chlifi:: Of which TImc, they were 
8, Years under the Syrian Succe{fors of AI'exander i 
and 4f2. Y cars under the Kmgs of Part hue, of the 
..drfor./an Race. For, as Herod/an tells us, DariUS 
lJavHJb Jo11 IllS Kingdom toAlcxander, am! the Can ... 
qucror himfclf dY1l1g foan atter, hIS prull.lpal Cap
tam~ dlvlded Afla. -But: Difcords oftcn arihllg, and 
the /vlacedo:uan Power much broken by thofe Diffen
tlOm, g.wc an Opportunity to Arfaces, ~ Parthian 
,.N obleman, to pel[wade the Eajiern Nations, and a
mong tQt:m the Perfians, to q11 off" the Grecran Yoke, 
and ,1.iTcrt thcIr LIberty, whIch accOl-dmgly, under 
hIS COT\duEt, they performed i but wIth little Advan .. 
tage to themfe1ves, himfe1f and hIS Succeffors affummg 
the Government to themfelves, wIth ~ great Info
)en~e of Power as ever the Greeks, or annent Per/iall 
Mon.l.rchs. From hIm all his Succdfors took the 
fommon Name of A,rfaces, as the RomAn Empers that 
pf C.ejar, an4 the old Egyptilin Kings of Ph~r",oh_ 
~greeable [0 the Oriental AlTogllnce. The UfUoll Style 
~ey affected was King of Kings; by which Name 
rV(~efes~ th~ Tw~~t~c~~ ~~ t~~ Su~ceffion~ ¥crib~.q 

~,1' 
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his Letters to Pefpafial: the Rom"l: Emperor, in therc.t 
Terms;' Ar[aces, King of Kings, t~ Flavius Ve[p:tGan. 
To which the otheq without taking arty Notice or 
the Infolence of hi" Royal Correfpdndent, returned 
his Anfwer with thIS Supcrfcription, FlavIus Velpa .. 
£Ian to Arfaces, King of Kings; whether more out ot 
Scorn, or Modefty, is not eafy to derernilne. Ce~ 
tam It IS, they were a Race of great and brave Prmces1 
and rendered themfelves mOI'e formIdable to the Ro
mans, rhan all the other Kmgs and Sutes In the \V orld 
befides. The Empire continued 111 their H.l11ds, under 
two Races of theIr Kings) for the Space of 478 YearS, 
.ArtabamlS, the laft of thenl, was overthrown, and 
kIlled m Battle by ArtAxerxes, a young Perjitln N oble
man, of great C.onduCt and Valom ; who not only 
reftored die Monarchy to the anuem PerjiAm, bat dC-4 
feated Severus, the Rom,." Empetor~ in fllch a Manner, 
that the Perjians beca'1le as temble to the Romans ai 

ever the Parthzans had been. HIS Son Sapores took 
ralel'ian the Emperor Pnfoncr. And in a few Years 
afterwards, they had encroached fa tar upon the R()J> 
man Territones, that Conjantme the Great found It not 
only Floper to draw Colonies from the North-Wrjl. 
Parts of the E'1lplrC into the Eajl, but removed the 
Imperial Seat from Rome to G01Jj1ant!noplt, tbat be 
Jnight be nigher hand to oppofe their Itlcullbns ~ 
whIch is generally looked upon, by HIi~orians; as one 
great Caufe of the Fall of that mighty Etnpire. 

I N thls flounihing Condmon did the PerJian Mo
narchy contlDue from A. D. 2.2.8. to 6~4. At WhlCQ. 
Time the Sara ten CalIphs having added this Kin8dom 
to their large Emp!re, appointed here thei.rprovmcial 
Deputiei, with ~he Title of Sultans. Thefe, though 
only a kmd of Feudatory Pnnces, were perpetuaUy 
tnaking W arupon each oth~r; till at length Mahomet, 
Sultan of Perjia, being haret prefi"ed by fome of his 
Neighbours, ..:alIed 111 the y'ur7cs tQ his Affiftance, by 
whoTe Means, under Ihe Conduct of 1'(lngrQllpi~ thelf 
General, ~ &aiDed a.comp1eat ViCtory over hi. Ene-

13 3 m.i~ 
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roles, and might cafily have fecured hilIlfelf in the So· 
vel t.lgnty ofPerjia, had he made Ufe of his gOGd Suc
cefs wnh any tolerable Dlfcretion. But he refufing to 
difmlis the '1'urks, and pay them their Wages~ they 
turned their Arms againft himfelf, and having defeated, 
and flain him, theIr General z'angroltptx was advanced 
to the Perjian Throne, by)he jamt ~onrent of both 
ArnUcs. Thls happened, .d. D. 1030. 

FROM the Time of thii Prince the Perfian Hiftory 
is (0 perplexed, as to be very little depended on for ncar 
faa Y car.>. Certain it IS, that the Pofterity of Tan
groltp/,;( dld nqt long pom .. rs their new Acquifition i and 
Perjia was mvaded by the Tartars, and by them can
to-ned out into a great Number of £etty Lf)rdfuips and 
Principalities; 111 which State of Confufion it conti
t:,ued tlll the Coming of '.ramerlant, who driving all 
btfore hIm, like a funous Hurricane, compored tbcir 
Differences, by ftizmg on all for himfe1r. Neither 
\vas this of any long Continuance. The Motions of 
cra11lerlane were too qUIck, and hlil ProgreCs too Cuddc:n, 
to produce a lanwg Settlement. The Kmgdom, 
through the Weaknets ot his Succelfors, and Ius own 
J m prudence, in cantonm~ his Ettatcs among hls Chil~ 
drcn, very loon reverted into the fame Confufion in 
which he [~)Und it; and at lafl: became a Prey to UJum
Ctljl"tm, an At menian Pnnce, in the Manner related by 
the [, encb Author, 10 Ius Introduchon to the follow
ing Hdt6ry, 

FRO M a V1CW of the many and amazing Revolu
ttOns, common to tlm with aU otber abfolute Mon.w
clucs, we may le:,lnl how Wl1table all Government is, 
tholt I.S founded on meer Force, and not on the Confent 
of the People, with the Fences of Laws, and legal 
lnfhtLltIOnf>. W efec how the moil: celebrated Heroes, 
who out of a barbarous Pride and Luxury of Power, 
h.we acqulred the ampleft Dominions, could not le
cur~ them to then' Poitcflty but fer a very few Succef
lions; tcaching Mankind thIs ufeful Le1fon, HDW'Vain 
& 'l'bmg .J IS 1(1 jerik Ie ·.onquer wheel they &anfJDt govern. 
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HiHory of the S OPItI ~S. 

II 
S HAL 1. not here enter inte the Inquiry, 

1 whether Europtans are in the Wrong to 
give the Title of Sophy to the Kings or 

/ Perfia of tbe Iaft Race: Sir John Chardlfl 
in Ius Account of the CofonatlOn of Solei .. 

1IZ", Father to &hah-Huffein, fays, " That It King 
" of Perfia would take that Title as an Affront. ". Slr 
John adds, " That for his own Part, he could not hd~ 
" [mlling when he read til" Titles Soph)' of Periia, ana 
" Grand Sopl;ly, in the W01!'S of fome of ourWri
" ters;" and he affen:s, " That<hc: tl ue Title of m 
" Kingi of p,rjitJ "fthat Family, :"'Safil, or Stfil. 

B... X 
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1 {ball not difpute this with him; for, confidering 

how well he W.1S acquainted with the Language amI 
Cuftoms of Pcrjia, 'tis to be pre-fumed that fie had 
Reafon tor hh Foundation: But as the Abufe has pre
vailed; and as 'tis cuftomary in Europe to give the 
Kings of PerJia of the laft Race the Title or-Sophy, 
which, WIth refpeB: to us, is become the particular 
Dlihntbon of their Family, I fhall adhere to this Cu
from, nght or wrong, as I find it eftabhfhed ; and 
{hall give the Name of Sophy to that Family which 
fat on the Throne of Perjia for two hundred Years, 
and whICh IS now extinCt: by the Schah-HuJlem's Abdi
cation. 

BUT before I enter into the Hiftory of this Family, 
I think I fhouJd take Notice, that there IS nothmg 
more p-crplexed than Its Beginning. This is own'd by 
the Authors themfelves that have wrote toe Hdlory of 
it, who art" not at all agreed as to the Manner how 
Ifmael, the fir11:: Kmg of this Race, came to theThrone; 
nor III J. Ml11mude of other Important Artides. Mean 
Time, as I muH not be altogether neuter in thi.con
troverfy, I !hall adhere chiefly to Btzarus, as to thofe 
Tlrncs ofPerplc:Xlty and Obfcurity whIch thIS Hlftury 
mentlons, from the Deatl> of Ufum-Caifan, to the 
ReIgn of lfinael the firfr King of the Race of the So
phlCS. I fhall hkewife follow him 1U what relates to 
the Reign of IJmael, and that of the fuccecdmg Kings 
to Codabende, beyond whom hi" Hltl:ory does not ex
'tend. As to the Kmgs of a later Date, Itnall chufe 
out of the Accounts given by the feveral Authors, 
what I dunk of moil Authority. 

Ori!,in of th, Family of the Sophzes. 

T HE Kings of Per-fit{, of this Family pretended to 
be dcnvcd froij1 Aft, who was Coufin-GermaIn 

',Q .il1ab~met, and hIS ?on-in-Law, by marrying FatWl4 
hzs 
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his Daughter. Aiz fucceedmg his Step·Father, made 
a very. great Alteration In his Law. He added fome 
Thmgs, left out others, put new Glo1Tes on It, and 
made [uch a Reform in 1:, tha.t It mIght pafs for a new 
Law. All thele AlteratlOns occafioned a Dlvifion in 
Mahomettfm. The greateft ~umber adhered to the 
Law, as it had been given by Mahomet, and as it had 
been preferved to them by Omaf, one of the chief of 
hIS Dlfciples; and the others declared font as It had 
been correCted and reformed by Ali. 

A L I died wIth Poifon, and left two Sons; ofwhorn 
the eldeft, named !fucen, came to the fame End as his 
Father. The youngeft, named Hu.lfem, fucceedlOg 
his Brother, futfered Death hkewlfe, as they f.1.y, m 
Perjta, for defendIng the Doctrine uf his Father Ail; 
bur he left twelve Sons, whom the PerJi(Jnl revere 4$ 

fo many Prophets of theIr Law. 
ONE of the moil famous of the Twelve was Jlu!a 

Caim, or~ as fome call hlm, Moulfo Katzem; hom 
whom, after a lO!1g Senes of Generations, they pre· 
tend to denve Sopby, the firft of the FamIly of thiS 
Name, that we know any thIng of. Whether he 
came from Mufa Caim, or no; for thiS Dc[cent is not 
at all proved, and there IS' too great a Sp.lcc: between 
the Trunk and the Branches, for us to be Cure of any 
Th10g In this refpeet; It appears, howevel, '.'",rv cer
tain, that he was the firit that refcued Alz's LaW' from 
theObfcu1'1ty In which It had been buned for many 
Ages, and made It revive 10 Perfia. In order to ddhn
pih .All's Followers from the other Mulfulmcn, he 
,made an Order, that initead of the Lmnen Turbans, 
c=ommonly worn by the Mulfulmen, the others ihould 
""ear a red woollen Cap wlth twelve Folds, 10 Memory 
()f the twelve Children of Huff'em ; and 'tis on Ac
COWl[ of the Colour uf their Turbans that the Tnrla 

,:call them Red-Heaa;. Thii Reftorer of .Afz's Retor .. 
~on fiourjjJ,ed towards the Mtor End of 'he lour

th CentulY; and there is all lhe Reafon that can 
, to think tha.t w'hen 1'iMJIrlll""rct\UtlCd to PerjfJ, 

after 
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after the Defcat of Baja-at, he gave thofe Marks of 
Elleem and VeneratJOI1 to ~fllja-Catm that ,lre ~lld to 
hllve been conterred on hIS Son GIltheS, or hls Gnmd
fon Schtcb-Etd"w, whom others cal} Hez/:.- .. 1dar. 

BIZ A R U s, in his Hiil:ory of the PerJian Affairs, 
Lib. 10. makcs tlJlS ComphDlcnt to Gumu; but the 
Faa: cannot be reconciled to Chronology without 
domg Violence to It : vVhereas, by afcnbmg it to 
Sophy, the Father of Gumes, all Things agree pcr
fea:ly well. And there's the more Reafon for tillS, 
bee,lUfe, .lccordmg to Bizarus hlmfelf, Sophy flou
nlhed at the TIme that the Tartars prev;ubi over the 
Turks, th.lt IS to lay, at the Tlme of BaJazct's De .. 
teat by Tamo/alle. 

T A V ERN T E R, 1 know not v:hy, makes the [.?orne 
Compliment to Scbzcb-Ezdar, Son to Gumes. j whlch 
is .tn ErrOl tl1.1.t Gel'J1eliz ha~ exafrly copied from h11n, 
without perceivmg the RldlclllouJile[~ of It. 

Ace 0 R DIN G to thofe two Travellers, Tamer
lane rcturmng to PerJia, arter having routed and taken 
13ajazet, gave Schi,h-hldm, III ConfideratlOB of hiS 
VIrtue and Sancbty, a great Number of c.aptIve,> 
th,lt he had taken III the tail: War. Now ramerlane 
dIed 111 1402.. and Schlch-Eular muD: then be a IvLlll 
at full Growth: \Vhere.lS It appears that lImal, the 
fidl:: Kmg of Pe1jia of the Sophy Family, and. Son to 
Schlch-£u!ar, was but twenty Years old. when he con" 
quered Pt1jia in 1499. and. but forty-five when he 
dled..m I rH. \Vere we to [uppo[e that Scbzch-Ei .. 
dar was but tw'emy-five Years old, whIch 1$ the IeaCt 
that c.m be fuppofed, when the Lunre of his Repu .. 
tation and Virtue gamed him the Marks of Tattler .. 
Jane's Eiteem, it would follow that he was above 
a hundred Years old when he had a SOli, who, ac
cordmg to the Tefhmony of Hlftonans, was not 
Twenty in 1499. The Truth is, that Sthtch-Elda, 
cannot be fuppofed to have feen 'I'amerlane, and that 
the Thing in ~eftion can hardly be applied even to 
his Farber Guilles; but that it tallies perfeCtly with his 
Grandfatber Sophy, as I have iliewo. To him, there-
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fore, was it that TamerlaM gave the thirty thoufand 
Captives, mentioned by Bizarus; and probably this 
w~s the fame Sophy who, af~cr having inllrueted them 
in the PrincIples of hIS SeCt, lent them abroad to 
preach it Sword-m-Hand, a Method whIch Bizarus 
llimfelf fhews he made ufe of for the PropagatIon of 
hIs Doetrine. 

SoP H y was [ucceeded in his Zeal for the new 
Sea by hIS Son GUiMS, of whom we find nothll1~ 
confiderable, and who is not fo much known upon 
hIs own perfonal Account, as for the Merit a.nd Re
putatiOn of his Sun :;,h,ch-E,dar, to whom the Sophy 
FamIly properly owes itS firll Rlfe in the State. 

SCHICH-EIDAR did not keep TO the new Plan of 
ReligIOn, whIch h.Is Grandfather had preached up, 
and which hi» F.ttqer had trained him up In; but re
formed It as he thought fit, and made a gre!t many 
Alterations 10 It. The eddymg Life whIch he led, 
and the external Appearance of Regularity and PIety 
which heaffecced 10 hIS wholeConducr, gamed hun 
fo great a ReputatIon, that the People flocked from 
the very Heart of Perjia, and the furthe!t Parts of 
Armenia, to Ardevii the Place of hIS Bmh, in order 
to hear him, and to be mhruCted 10 hIS new RelIgion. 
They devoted themfelves to it wlth Z!"al i and when 
once they had embraced it, obterved the Ruks 
and Statutes of it, WIth the meR: fcrupulous and ri
gId N lcery. They were the more att.lched to hln)., 
becaufe he made them believe that he had a RevelJ.ti· 
on that no Mulfulmen fhould be faved, but [hofe who 
£ollow'd the noctnne of .Ail, fuch as he preach'd It. 

T H J S wa:i hiS Manner ot preachmg at ArJt"Vl1 in 
his own Coumry, of which, 'tiS f.ud, he was Lord 
as his Anceftors had been, and from wkence he was 
afterwards called Hardtvil. But notwithibnd1Og hi. 
high Rank and great Enatt, lQ lus Manner of Life, 
he was plain, modcft, and evep harfh and auftere; 
and mamtetted a vais Contempt of Honour and 
Wealth. A Virtue fo UDcommon and extraordinary 
~aQe fu(;h a Figure 111 p"ji", and ~all1cd hlID fuch a 

Rc:pu-
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Reput:'ltion, thJc, though he wa" not of Rank enough 
to alpm~ to \ffimty WIth a Kmg, yet UJum-CaJllll1 J 

who, ti"om beIng Governor of Armenia, W,l~ made 
KlOg of Perjia, by dethroning hIS Mafier, and who 
attmn{'d to the peaceable Poffeffion of the Throne he 
had utUI ped, (hofe 111m pteferably to the greateil: No" 
bkmen In the Kmgdom tor his Son-m-Law; for he 
gave him his Daughter Martha, whom he had by hIS 
Marnage with D~/pjna, Daughtet uf Calo-Jean, King 
ot Trci/z/rnd clnd Pontus. 

0, U\I-t~ArSAN dymg in 1478. was fucceeded by 
hls thu"d Son ]acup, firnamed C,Jicrzetnal, i. c One
) _' -J, bccauCe he had loft an Eye. The Father had 
put the clddl to Death for havIng rebelled againft 
him; ,10-1 ]acup had pOlfon'd the fecund, accordlllg 
to fome Amhors, or, as others fay, kllied him the 
very N Ighl that U(um-CajJan dIed; that be rtllght have 
no RlValm the Throne. 

THO UGH he came to it by foul P1a.y, he govern
ed WIth vel y great Wilaom and Moder''-tlon, to the: 
SJtlst:H:bon ot all the ProvInces: But after he had 
reIgned feven Ye,lrs he was a VJ<:tlln to hI'> Qyeeu's 
Debauchery. HIs Pnncefs PTofhtuted herfelf to one 
of the chief LOlds of the C€)urt, whom ilieloved to 
Dlihacbon; and not thmking {he did enoueh for fo 
dear a Gall.mt to receive hIm 111 her Husband s Bed, if 
jbe did no~ place him a1fo upon hIS Throne, fue re
folv'd to dlfpatch Jacup by POlfon. 

FOR this End fue prepared a Dofe for him, which 
:!he ofl"er'd him one Day as he came from bathing. 
N otwithftandmg the Afi"urance fhe put on at the very 
Moment fue was aCting the Crime, the King her 
Husband fancymg he Caw an Air of c...onfufion in her 
Countenance, had a SufpiclOn of her, and requir'd 
her to dnnk firft. As {he could not get off ot it 
wIthout condemning herfelf, fue fwallowed the Poi .. 
fon with an affeCted IntrepIdity ~ which deceiv'd the 
Kmg, and fo encourag'd him, that after he had drank 
of It himfelf, he commended n to tile Lipa of the 

Prillc, 
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Prince his Son, then with hIm, who was eight Years 
of Age. The Poifon W.1S fa quick, th.lt all ti11"CC died 
of it that NIght in the Y car 1+8 r. 

J A CUP dylOg without lflue, Julavcr, one of the 
firfl: Men 10 the Kmgdom, and who was fomcwlut 
related to hun, (clz'd the Throlic, and rClgn'd three 
Years. 

BAY SIN G 1 R fucceeded him in 14.88. and rcign'd 
till [+90. RuJlan, a young N oblem.tn of twenty 
Years old, fat in the Throne after him, and reign'd (e
ven Years. It W:1.S in hIs Reign that Scbtcb-Etdarof 
Ardevzl loft hiS Llfe In the Manner 1 am going to 
tell vou. 

THO UGH no body had more Fight to the Crown 
than Schicb-Eidat, on Account of 1115 marrying With 
theD.mghtcr of U fum-Caffall, hIS BIrth was fo un(Ulta
ble to that high Rank, and fo [.t1' mfcnor to the gl C:J.t 

Men of the Kingdom, that dunng the Reigns of three 
Kings) who fuccceded one another in ti \'e Years, 
there was not only no Talk about 111m, but the ve
ry Perfons who flll'9 the Tllrone, not one of whom 
had a lawful Right to it, took no Umbtage at the 
pretcn.llons he mIght form to it. 

T H ~ fir{t that: gave any heed to it was Rufian: He 
began to be alarm'd at the Concourfe of the People 
from all Parts to SChlcb-Etdar at AI'devzl, to embr.u .. c 
hIS RelIgion, and to adhere to hIS PCI fon: He was 
afraid that the (eeret AffeCtIon which the Pcrfians re· 
tain'd 111 theIr Hearts for the Race of thelf K1I1gs, and 
the Venerurion they pai<,l to the Virtue of Schtch-Ei .. 
dar, would {Jc!"afion a Civll War in Favour of a Man 
that iecm'd the more worthy of the Throne, beca\.lfe 
he fet no Value upon it; notwithfrandmg the jult ' 
Claim he had to it. Upon this he refolv'd to getrid 
pf hIm, and employ'd AlThtIines, who murde1"d hun 
at Ardc'lJil. He did not flop "here, but thlllk mg the 
pew SeCt, ,,,hieh Eidat went ab12ut to eO:abliih, even 
,nQr~ dan~ero\ls to the State than t~ the It-fujjulma,. 

Reb ... 
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Religion, he perfeculed it to fuch a Degree, that f~
veral who had embrac'd it, abandon'd It, 

T H I<: S I<: wert: the Mea[ures that Ruflan took to 
eftabltih hllnfelf in the Throne, when after a ReIgn 
of feven Years, he was I~Jll'd by Aghmat, one of the 
great Lords of the Kmgdom, who takmg Advan
tage of the Kindnefs ihew'd hIm by Ruftan's 
own Mother, made her an Accomphce In his Trca
fon, and got her to conient to the Death of a Son 
who lov'd her entirly, But Aghmal enJoy'd the 
Throne he had u[urp'd no more than fix Months, for 
the SoldIers of Ruftan's Guard not caring to obey a 
Man that had kill'd thell' Kmg, went to Carabes, one 
of Ruflan's pnncipal Officers, who liv'd at Pan, to 
perfuade hun to revenge their old Mafter's Death. 
This Officer having by their means afi"embled a very 
confiderable Body of Troops, march'd ftrait to '1'au-
1'is, where having furpnz'd Aghmat, who was in no 
CondltIon to make Refiftance, he put him to Death 
WIth Torture. The Throne being vacant by this U
furper's Death, aN obleman nam 'J AI'IJante, vw ho wa.s 
the neareH: a-kin to Ufum-Caffan, was chofe to fill it. 
Such was the De1l:iny of Perfia, from the Death of 
Ufum-Callttn and his Son Jacup, till at laft Ifmael, the 
the Son of the famous Schich-Eidar of Ardc'Vll fix'a 
in his Family, in the Manner hereafter mention'd, 
that SeeRtre which for a Series of 1400 or 1 roo 
Years had pafs'd through fo many different Hands. 

ISM A E L, 

King of Perfia, the {ir.(l o.f tbe Fam.t7y 1)[ the Sophies, 
.sn 1+99. 

S
CmcH-Euu,a, whom R/l,ftan, at that Time King 

of Perfia, caus"d to be murder'd at Ardc'V11, left 
three Sons on his Death-Bed, who would have run. the 
taml Hazard as their Father, if they had fallen mto 

tha.t 
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that Prince's H.md~. The two cldeit, WAO were of 
Age to fee their Danger, fled, one to Afa J.l1mor, the 
orherto Aleppo; lfmael, the thIrd of them, who WJ.S 

but a CiulJ, was fnatch'd from the Danger by hIs Fa
ther's Fnends, who tent him to l{rrcanr 1, or Ghtlan, 
where they put hIm under the Protection of a Noble
man, nam'd. Pyrchalz111, a Friend to their Famtly, who 
was Mailer of feveral Places on the Ca(jJlan Sea. 

PYRCHALIM, who took gre.lt CalC of 1m Educa
tion, ca.us'd hlm to be brought up in the Prmclplcs of 
the Sea: of his Father Schlch-Ezd,'w; and the young 
Man undcrfiandillg that thIS wa~ the bell Wav to form 
;tgreat P,my, and to gallllhe Favour of the I)Opllhcc, 
of which he had need to fupport the jun PreteI' lions 
he had to the Throne, iliewed a great L(.1.1 to pI Op.l~ 
gate that new ReligIOn, and to obferve It. As he 
was extremel y well made, had a noble. and h.1PPY Ph v
fiogmony, and a great Share of Eloquence and Cou
rage; fo adllantageous an Idea was concciv'd of his 
Perron, that not Gilly the common People, with whom 
his Father was fo much 111 Vogue, join'd with hlln, 
but thofe of Qyality began to efpou(e hun, to which 
the Prognofticks his Father had form'd of hlLn, may 
be faid to hJ.vc contributed not a Httle. For Schtch
Etdar, who was a very skIlful Aftruloge1•1 and whom 
the People ihII revcr'd as a Saint and a Prophet, ,·cn
tur'd at one of thofe Predlcbons 111 Favour of lfmael, 
that never hurt fuch for whOle Advantage they arc 
made, and which are often of great Help to them in 
the Execution of their ProJects, by prepoffeffing tbe 
comr.lon People in their Favour. He had foretold 
thar this Son fhould be a great Prophet and Conque
for j and thelt by hIs Zeal, and by the Conqueft of a 
great Part of the Eaft, he would one Day equal thQ 
Glory of Mahomet himfelf. 

A s Coon as I{mael was grovm up, and beg;m tf') ap
pear in the \Vorld~ his Behaviour W<\S fucn as could 
not butconfifm the t~reat Hopes they had conceiv'd of 
~lIP i a.n4 by the nob~e I~di(fCre,ce he1hew'd upon all 
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OccaGon~ for Government and Grandeur, he chalk'J 
himfelf out a Path to it; wtJich was fo much the fa
fer, becau[e heieem'd to be the more worthy of It; 
yet, as an honeO: Care to recover hi:. Patrimony, was 
not at all inconfiftent with theDifintereftednefs which 
he valued himfelf for, he made u(e of this Plea to 
ann a good Number of his Difciples; and haVIng re
Inforced them With fome Succours which were fent 
to him from Pyrchalim, he enter'd .Armenia, where 
the Lands were that UJum-CaJ!an had given his Mo
ther for her Dowry, and took Poffellion of them 
by Force of Arms. 

T HIS 6rft Succe[s, as well as the good Conditi
on of his Troops, gave his Party Reputation, and 
regain'd him a great Number of hIS Father's old Dif
ciples, who had becn obliged by his MIsfortunes and 
the Perfecution to abandon hIS Sect: As they had all 
along retain'd their Pnnciples, they devoted them
felves to him with the more Zeal. Bemg reinforced 
by thefe new Soldiers, who lifted in hIS Army, he 
went and attack'd the Caftle of Marmurlac, which 
was full of Riches. After having forc'd and plun
der'd it, he led hIS Army ~amH: Sumach, the C.lpital 
of Mefopotamia; which he alfo took, and gave the 
Plunder to his Troops. 

THE N O1fe ot thefe firft Exploits made his Name 
fa famou~, and the Booty which his Soldiers had ta
ken under his Command, was fuch a Temptation to 
the Populace of the nClghbouring Coufltries, that 
they came in from all ~a.rtcrs to his Standard; and 
as he found Arms in the Places he had ptllag'd, to 
furnith a great Part of the Multitude who had none, 
he found ltimfelf at the Head of a confiderable Army, 
and in a Capacity to go upon greater Enterprizes than 
the Attack of Towns and CaiHes, He flatter'd him· 
felf from that Time with Ideas of the moil {hining 
Fortllne, and proPQiing to himfelf no lefs than the 
~ntire Conqucft of Perjia; he carried his Army to
-w~rds Tatlris., wh~ch was then the capital City, and 

wheT(: 
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where .Alvante, lately placed upon the Thrones as we 
faid before, had his ltefidence. 

T HIS Prince was but 1uft rid of the Confuuon 
of aCiVll Wart. in 'Which he had becneng.1g'dwith 
Mor~tcham hIS Brother, or as (ome will have it, his 
Son, who dIfputed the Crown wIth him, and who 
havmg 10ft a B;{trJe, fled Dut of the Domil1JOl1s of Per
Jia and Armenta. The Per[ecutIOl1s and CrueltIes which 
AI'Vante exerclfed after l11s ViCtory, agamft [ever-al of 
the chIef Famillcs of Taurzs, who had taken Part 
wIth hIS Compemoz) gavc l(maei'J. very t~ur Oppor
tumty; f,Jr beJllg lO~i.)tlJi'{: how III the KlIlg was be
lov'd 111 that CIty, where tl11::1 e was fcaree a F:tmily but 
had felt rhe EffeCts of 1m Ven~c,\nc<.:, h(' h,lilen'd hIS 
Ma.rch, and no fooner came before the Town, but 
the Gates were open'd to hIlll. King A!v'1fltc, who 
not expecbng thiS IrruptIOn IOta his C.11'1[JI, was de-
1htute f)f .111 tile necdlary Forces to hold our a Siege. 
and who Imc·,yY:. befides, tlut he had as nuny Ene
mIes In the City as thcre WCle Inhabitants, fled at the 
Appro,tch of the Army, and Ietil 'd tOW~l1Js Armenta. 
l/mael enrer'd with Tnumph Into raton, wIthout 
J1l1;:dJing :lfly Blood, but t~at of fame of the fugitIve 
King's Gualds, who dId not P11ke Illite cnough to 
follow him; {o tll.!t by the moil: fortun,ttt" E"l'nt in 
the World, he was immediately Mail:er of the chief 
CIty of the Kmgdom, wIthout drawmg a S\Vold. 

N E V £. R T H r: L E S S he W.IS not 10 puffed up 
wIth hiS good Fortune, but that he confider'd, tbt 
as long as Kll1g AI'Vante W,\S ahvc, he (hould not be 
:tbfolute 10 PCijla, J-Ie made the more haHe (0 purful! 
him, becaufe be heard that rhe two Brothers being 
reconcll'd, to r~pel their common Enemy, Moral
cham, who was ralfing Troops 10 A.ffjlia towards Ba
bylon, was preparing to go ':'1d jam hiS Brother .AI
'Uante, who w .. s aheady at the Hetld of a great Army 
jn .Armenia; Ifmal! prevented them frolD lojrung, 
and havIl'lg !u:rpriz'd Alva11te, defeated hIm in a Bat~ 
tie, in wtllch the Prince hlmfclf was klU'd, fightin~ 

<: at 
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at t'he Head of j,is Troops. Moratcham, who was 
iufl coming to iom his Brother, heanng ot his Defeat 
and Death, C J.rried his Army towards Taurzs, m or
der to t.lke Poffeffion of it ; but l{mael being m
form'd of hls Defign. met him harf 'Yay, totally 
routed hlm, and put him to Flight. Thls was 1n the 
Year 149Y. wlllch is reckon'd the Fu!l: of IJmael's 
Reign. 
MO~ATCHAM retinng for Prorecbon to Aladul, 

King of CappadoCla, Ifmael entered tlut King's Do
mmlOns the next Year, 'VIZ. If 00. WIth an Army of 
70000 Men, but had no gi'eat S-lc<..efs, hIS Forces 
fuffenng there very much from the Severity of the 
Seafon, ,111<:1 the SC.lrcity of Provlilons. He returned 
thIther the Y toll' followlOg with an Army of 40000 

Men, ,111d defeated Aladul and "VOl aflbam ne,ll' Bab)'ioh, 
Moraftham Bed to the Sultac of Egypt, .md returned 
to Perjia no more. Aladul, reured to ClppadoCltl; 
and Ijmae! ll1lPlOVlI)g hIS VH::tory, leduccd Bab)/on, 
illejopota1'1l'a, and all the neighbounng PrOVInces to 
rue ObedlenCf', 

Is 1\1 A E L I1.lnng no more Enemies to think of, 
nUl ched agamfl: the Albanzam, the Ibertans, (now the 
GeOi glaJlS,) :md the Tal t/!rs, who for four Years pail: 
b.ld nut p.lld Tllbute to PC1 (ia, to which he vbhged 
them ,1g.un to fubmit. Thm he turned his Arm~ a
g,llnii the KIng of Samarcand, a vel y powerful Pnnce, 
ilnd g.ul"ied a more fignJ.l V IctOl y over him, than all 
he had won yet, wIlleh alarmed the Sultan of EgJpt, 
nnd e\ en the GI,md-ScIgnior, who W,lS then B"Ja
zet I l. 

H 1': w.lrred with him, and Sel)m his SuccefT'or 
The fil it \Var was only camcd on between thelrLlcu~ 
tenJ.nt', In the [ccond, Sel)1'1J came in Perron, and 
took 7:w /sfi om iJl/Mel; bULlt the Noire of his A p
proacb, Selpn was oblIged to retreat WIth Preciplta
lIon; ,md, though he had the Advantage over IJmael 
by Me.ms of IllS "ArtIllery, in which the Turks, at 
that tIme, were much better skilled than the Perji ms, 

he 
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he loft (0 ~any Men 10 this \V ar, and the J anizarlcs 
were fo rhfcouragcd at it, that they feared nothmg [0 
much as that they ihould be obhged to make War in 
PerJia. As the 'furks had the Advantage In Artillery, 
lfmacl had better Troops than hiS, whIch were fo :zea
lonOy and invlOlably :lttach'd to hIm, chat, during 
there Wars, though a great Number ot DCIt:rtrfS 
came from the Tudes C.lmp to that of the Perjians, 
who weI e bv [h.lt Means informed of the State of the 
Ellemy\ Al:my, never any Per/ian deferted from If
mad's C.unp to (h.t~ 0~ the '['urks. Moreoverthe Per
pans were plepo{fc{fcJ wnh fa hIgh an Ei~ccm for If 
mae!, th,lt they looked upon him as a Man altogether 
dlVlne, thought they had nothmg to ie.1f while they 
fought under hiS Oraers, and br.wed the grc"tdl: Dan
gers, and Death Itfe1f, wlth.l.ll unlbaken Intrcpldlrv. 
fo that hc held outto the very lail:, agamfr all the l<2f
[01 cs of the <fur/cs, who could 1Iever recover an Inch 
of all the Ground that he had conquelcd. He died 
in I12f. at forty·five Ye,lrS of Age, a quiet Polfe!:' 
10r ot· onc of the largefi and maft powerful Monar
chies 111 the World, and reputed one of the greatdl: 
and molt ia1l10US Kmgs tnat ever ruled in the Eait. 
He left four Sons, of whom TtJa;nC!s the Eldeft, that 
\\ e ale now [0 treat of, wa~ hIS Succdfor in the 
ThlOne, the three others havlllg had each thclr par
tJcuhr ;\ pp,lIl.tge, as fcttled by lJmael. 

T HAM A S, 

f)on (If 15M A E. L, fecond Krng of the hms/y of th' 
J Sophics, in 112 (. 

W E R E we to jud~o of this fecond King 
of the Sophies, accordmg to the Picture 

which OleanltJ, and lome othe~s, have drawn of 
him, he "",15 a ve1"'1 forry Origmal; But Blzarus, 
in hiS Hdlory of" Pftjia, an~{ Chakondll, in that-

e z of 
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of the lurks, give u<; a better Character of him, 
though they agree J.S to theFaults 'W hleh others charge 
hIm with. To form a fohd Judgment of th1s Pnnce, 
'tIS necdf.·uy to confider him III two Views, namely in 
Peace, and III W .1r. In the fir!l: of thefe V Ie'WS, he 
was a vel y bad Kmg, covetous of his Subjecrs Wealth, 
commmmg the mott crying Acts of Injufhce, from 
the TemptatIon of tnllIng Profit, and abandoning 
tIle Government wholly to hIS Minifters, while he 
devoted himfe1f entIrely to Eafe and Plea[ure, fuut up 
in IllS Har,lm, where he was once t~n Years together, 
and never went abroad. 

BUT if we confider him in the fecol1d V lew, that 
is to fay, in the TImes of Difturbance and War, he 
Will be a very great Gamer; for though he had no 111-

trepld Valour, nor all the CapacIty ot Iftnael his F a
ther, anJ though the 'Turks took Bab),lon from hIm, 
~vIth Mcjoputawza and ..dJ!yrzA; yet he conduCted hlm
felf lIke an .. bIe Pnnce U1 hIS \Vars ; and if he had but 
behaved .15 well 1Il TUlle uf Peace, he would not have 
been mllch [0 bLune. 

T HAM A S WJ.S but eIghteen Years of Age when 
he fnccceued to tlle Crown III 1)2.). He had three 
Brothers, l!,"c(lS, Bm.lm, andSormz/a, each of whom 
h "d 11 IS A pp,m,tgc iCttlcd on them by the Kmg ~ heu' 
Father. Hclc.t.r had for hIS Share AJljria, and Mefvpo
t.M/M, \~th the City of Baby/ou. Becram, had Me
(ha, Georgl.l, and Albama, toward the CaJPlan-Sea. 
Sonm/;' Iud Partblll, winch is now the Province of 
Cora/dJi. 

B u -:r: "II there Appanages were joined after~vard5 
r" the Crown of Pcrjta, by the Death of thufe Pnnces. 
1 felUt; 1 evdtl11g dunng the W,\fS WIth the Turk.!, .was 
ukcn by thf~ Troopg of the Kmg his Brother, who 
rut hm] to Dc,lth: '['!Jamar got nd of the fecond Bro
rher after the 1cln1e l\Iann.:r, for fear he fhould rebel; 
and-tbe lhu·J IheJ:! natural Death. 

T H A ;\l A:> reIgned mne Years, without any con
-'iJer,\blC War to c.U 1 y on abroad: But m 1 f34. S01y-. , 

man. 
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mAn being partly encouraged by U/Am.J, a Pe,.jiu;z N 0-

bleman, and Brother-tn-Law to Tbamas, who came 
to him for ProtectIon, marcbed with Jus Army, a
gam!r .?e1fia, and advanced as tar as Taurts, which he 
took without committ1llg any DIiorder 111 it. From 
thence he advanced to Sultama, :l. City whIch was for
merly the ReGJc:nce of the Kmgs of Pel.{:;f~ and which 
CDzntcrlane had uled very ill. Soi)'man 11. halting for 
fame time in the Neighbourhood of th.tt CIty, was 
ddloJged from thence by or,e of the mofr tUIIOUS 

Storm~ that Hdtory makes mention o[ He returned 
towards AJlilla, 'vhpre he made hllnfelf M,dhT of 
B4bplon, and c,lUred huoidf ~o be crowned Kl11g of 
Pe;jia by the Califf of dut Clty~ to whom that Fun
thon appertamcd in Quhty of Sovl,cIgn PontIff of 
the Mahom€tan Rellgton. After t1m Lonqucil:, all 
tl]e Cities of AJljna and Alefopotamia, opened their 
G . .ltes to Sol)malJ, who' alfo reduced Curtizjl4/J, alld. 
Dzarbetk under hiS Obedience. He fpent the W m
tel' at Babylon, a1'.d With the Re1l1forcemcllt of the 
Troops tlut c;lmc to him from Egypt and S)'111t., he 
returned towards Tauris. Thamas, who took Poft 11l 

that City after So/yman's Dep.trturc, m.ll ched off ,It 
the Approach of the Arnw, J.S he Iud done thc Ye,lI' 
before, and retired to the Ivlo11nt1111S to w,ltch for .m 
Opportumtyof furprizll1g the Encmles AIm)' But 
as helcft 7auns thic; Year Inf. he made tuch glcat 
SpOlI In all the nelghbourlllg ProvJl1ccs, tha~ the Ene
my's Army being almoft ftarved, was obhgd to quit 
Perfia. Thamas, who was again Jul1 euterd 1I1to Y.J.U

res, where SQ~,;man had l:ud all Places wane thiS fecond 
TIme, gave the Ccmmand of hiS Troop~ to Ddllrtmt, 
a brave Clt.rllmtmian, who pur{ued and overtook the 
Turks near Beth;, on the left Side of the Lake of VIln, 
upon the 1 ~th of OElober~ where furpnzmg theln in 
the Dlforder of a Retreat, ,',hen they lealt or all ex~ 
peered It, be CUi: them III Pieces, and gamed one of 
the com pleat eft Vlccories over them, ellat the PC!

films ever had over the Turks. Though SO~WJlm had 
C ~ t.l.k.cn 
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taken A./fyria and MrJ/opoJamia fl om Perfia, there Cf)n
quefts cott him fo dear that he repented he ever un
dertook them ~ and at his Return to Crmjfanttnople put 
to Death lbrtthrm Pltcha his Favountc, who h.ld been 
the Infbglltor of that War. 'TIs rC'ckon'd that out 
of fOOOOO Men, who patTed the Eupbrates to attack 
Perjia, not 80000 returned to Conjiantmople. 

AFTER this Lofs, Solyman left Perja, and 1'hamas in 
Peace till t ]48. when the War broke out again be
tween thofe two Powers, upon Account of BaJazet, 
Son to Soi),man, who fled for Refuge to Perjia, and 
whom Tbamaj would not fun'cnder to Sol}man, when 
he demanded him. So!ym4n took the FIeld with an 
Army of 2.00000 Men. :tharnas, who had above 
100000, having obt:llned of the Portugut,/e, at that 
Time very powerful in 4jia, a Body of t 0000 Men 
of their Nation, wah twenty Pieces of Cannon, 
met with the Turks on the Bank of the Euphrates, 
whom he attacked 111 P::rfon, and by the V'llour of 
the PortugueJe, entIrely defe,lted. Sollman hlmfelf, 
who was wounded in this Battle, 10ft 130000 Men 
there, be fides feveral Thoufands, who died, cltber of 
thcir W oundi, or of Poverty and Mlfery 1ll the Re
treat. ThIS Battle was fOl!lght 111 If 49 A Peace was 
concluded foon after at the Expence of Ba;azet's Life, 
whom Thamas, at the Demand of Solyman, put to 
Death. This Turlufu Emperor dying in I ff6. was 
fucceeded by his Son Selym II. with whom Thamas re
newed the Peace he had made with Solym4n. Aflairs 
remained in that State all the reO: of t;e Reign of 
Thamas, who dIed in I f76. aged about Sixty-eight. 
He wa~ or a middle Stature, very robuft of Body, had 
a tawny Complexion, and pretty wide Lips. He fixed 
hIS Refidence at Casbin, abandoning ~4um'Y which 
had ever been the Metropolis of the Kingdom, and 
the ufual Seat of the Kings his PredeceIfors. What 
gave him a Difguft of that Place was, that as it lay 
mar Ardcvi/, where he was bani, he did not care to 
J>e ~ a City, where he might be otten put in Mind of 

th9 
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the mean CondItIon of Schrcb-Eidilr his Grandf.'uher. 
He nommated for his Succeifor CaldA, Afmzes, the 
thlrd of hl~ Sons, a Youth of feventeen Years of \ge, 
whom he lcn.lerly 10\'C(I, and who was already as 
Llellt':nant-Gcl1eral to the KlI1g hIS Father, o\'er all 
the K1Ogdom But the Pcrji4n Grandees, who did 
not ltke thl~ ChoICe p:lIll no Regard to It, and offer
ed the CroWl1 to Codabende, the ddeft Son, who was 
at that time 10 the Prov1Oce of C8rllfan. But he Ie

fufing It, they gave It to lfinACI, the Jccond Son of 
Tt:Jlltn4s, of whom we are now to give an Account. 

ISM A E L IT. 

S,?n of T HAM A s, Tbirtl KiNg of the FAm", of the 
Sophles, in I f7f. 

H E was fOfty-three Years of Age, and actually a. 
Pnfoner, when, upon the Refu(ll of C(ldahende, 

hl~ elder Brother, he was pbccd upon the Throne. 
This PI mce, who delighted 111 \V:11, III wluch he was 
well veried, and very torttlnate, had oppofcd the En
terprizes of the 1:urkljh Pacbas! who, notwlthfrand
lIlg the Truce betWixt PetJia and the Cr:l.11d-SelgnlOr, 
took the Liberty to make [c,'eral Jncudion~ 1I1LG tie 
KlIlg's Terntones. He beat them 111 three- confide
rable Reneounters; 111 one of which he cut 111 Plcces 
the Troops of the Pacha ot Eyzeron, who narrowly 
sCcaped with hiS Life. Infread of placlOg thdc Atb
ons [0 the Account of his Scn'lces, they went for 
Crimes at Court, where M~r:ffiJm Bub, who did not 
care for him, and had the Ear of Thllmas mOl ethan 
any other of his MirHtl:ers, put an odlom Conil:rucb
OR upon them, by repre1ei'tlOg to the Kmg th.l.t If
maefs railing Troops, and making \Var of hiS own 
Head in a Time of Truce, wa'> fO'lncthing too pre[u
JIlmg for a young Prince, who could do 110 more If he 

_. C.., had 
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had the Scepter in his H.mds. He addded that J(mlel 
already thought hlmHf independent; and 10 order to 
give the KlOg his Father fuch Proofs of it, as mIght 
aftondh him, he put into his Hand., Cev~ral of this 
young Pnnces Letters, whereby he iolhcited the Go
vernors of the Places in his Neighbourhood to jom 
with him in a 'Var againft the TudtJ, notwithftandIng 
the Truce. There needed nothIng more to alarm the 
fufpicious Temper of the Father, who by the Advice 
of his Mllllfier, eaufed the Prince Ifmael hIs Son to be 
:1rrefred, and clapped him up in the Fort of Kahkae, 
ncar Ai de~Jil, the fame where Prince He!ca,s, the KIng's 
Brother, was Pn[oner, when he was put to Death. 
lfmael was kept under frna Confinement there [everaI 
Years. The King his Father, who loved hIm, and 
did Jufrice to hIS Merit, W.IS tempted ieveral Times to 
renore hIm to his LIberty., and would have done it, 
if thofefame great ~alitles which he efteemed him 
for, and the Aff'eaion ot the People, who ,""ere ex .. 
treamly prepolfefled in hIS Favour, had not made him 
jealous that he would dethrone him. This Sut·miCe 
made the greater Imereffion on the King, becaufe it 
was artfully fomented by the Great Men of the Court, 
and by the Governors of the ProvInces, who were 
jealous of i!mtlel's haughty proud SpIrit, and afnad 
that if ever he came to be then Mafrer, he would turn 
them out of their Governments, and put h~s Confi
dents in their Places. Me,m whlle the King hIS Fa
ther, afraId to do any Thmg more for hIm, endea
voured at leaft to make his Prifon comfortable to him, 
'by fendIng him very pretty Women. But the Prince 
never went near them; and Cent to acquaint the King 
hIS Father, that for his own part he was very eafyun
der hIS C(mfinement; but he did not know whether 
he fhould have Fortitude enough to bear thelmprifon. 
ment of his ChIldren, in cafe he had any i and that he 
had rather have none, than live to fee them miferable. 
To this he added, that Plea[ures of that Nature were 
nol calculated for Men reduced to thllt St~te of Slave
,., whieh he laboured under. T H 11ij 
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T HIS Wali the Dlfpofition of his Mind, when he 
was tranflated on a fuddcll from a Pnfon to a Throne i 
which when he afcended, he venfy'd what was for
merly faid with R~fpea: to 'libenus~ that Pnnces who 
come to lt by fuch Steps are generally crue1. For he 
began his Reign by puttmg his Bfother Caidar !l1mfts 
to Death. Then beIng cunous to dlfcovcrwhlch of 
the Grandees had perl waded the King hi, Father to 
l{cep him fo long in Pnfon, he made we of the very 
Stratagem that Ufum-Caffan had formerly employ'd 
with Succefi to catch h15 cldeft Son, who was in Re
bellion againft him: He fhut hlmfdf up for a few Days 
in hls Palace, and would fuff".!r none but fome of his 
moil: trufty Domefticks to fee hmi. After fome time 
he ordered them to give out that he was dC:lci, and to 
make all the Ceremonies and Preparations ufually made 
in the lIke Cafes. Every thing fuccecded to his W lib : 
Thore who were dlfaffcaed to him, thinking him 
really dead, dld not dill"emble theIr SentIments With 
regard to a King fr{,m whom they thought they had 
nothIng more to fear. The Kmg who had hlS Spies 
and Eve-Droppers, was informed of (!very tIlIng i 
:J.nd j as foon as he appeared again in publick, cauied 
forne to be taken up, wbiletlthers, conicious of theIr 
Guilt, ran away to the Extre1mtll::i cf the Kingdom. 
The King, being lOformed of It, prefently mounted 
his Horfe to Jl'urfue them with wha..t Cavalry he had. 
The Turks, who knew mOlt he was advancUlg to the 
}"rontier, were alarmed, and conftruwg hIS March as 
a DeclatUion of War, took the 'flCIJ, and made In
curfions into the King' ~ T erritones. ljRueJ was vexctd 
at this Difappointment j anLi that he might not have 
two different. Wars to carl'Y on a.t the fame time, one 
abroad againft the Tflrlu~ the other at home agaJ.ntl: the 
Great Men, becaute of the Jea10ufy he had given them, 
he put fuch of. the latter as he IL'1ftfufpe8:ed to Death, 
and prepared fC'C a War with the Turks; dunng w hleh 
be was pOlfm,led by his Safter Per/il1lclJncrmtl, at the I.
jhgatiQn of tbe 01'C;1I: Men of the Kingdom, and o( 

his 
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his own Brothers, who dreaded his Cruelty. He died 
n If77. 

MAHOMETCODABEND~ 

Son of T HAM A s, and elder Brother to Is 1\1 A E L II. 
fourth Kzng of the FamIly of the Sophles, In I f77. 

AF T E R the Death of Ifmael II. the Great Men 
of the KIngdom rent another Deputation to 

Codabende, who nill rematoed in the ProvInce of Co
raJfan, to prefs him to accept of the Crown. He cx
cufed hlmfelf for a TIme, but at laO: YIelded to the vi
gorous Infrances of the DeputIes, and repaIring to 
Cashin, was there proclaimed KIng to the great S.ltlS
faehon of the whole Kingdom, wlllch was very much 
prepoffdled in Favour of a Pnnce, whom they thought 
the more worthy of the Throne, becaufe he had re
fuled it. 

AUT H 0 R S fpeak fo vanoufly of him, that 'tis a 
hard Matter to form a certg.in Judgment of him. Bi
zayas who wrote his Hdtory III the LIft' ·tIme of this 
Prince, fpeaks of hIm in Lib. Xl. as of a Kmg who 
propored to himfelf to imItate fuch of the KIngs, hIs 
PredecelTors, as had the Honour of the Kingdom, and 
the AugmentatIOn of its Power moO: at Heart. Olta
l'ius, who travelled in Perjia in the Reign of Sefi his 
Great-Grandfon, and about fifty Years after his Death, 
pretends, that the Perjian Authors fay, on the contra
ry, that never Prince held a Scepter with more Indo .. 
knce; that his whole Delight was to fhut himfelt up 
in his Palace, and to fpend his Time in Gaming, and 
WJth the Ladies i that he had no good Succe[s in War; 
and that the Enemies of the State, that is to fay, the 
y'url:.s on the one hand, and the Ushecks on the other, 
takmg the Advantage of his Weaknefs2 took away fc
.wer"l Prcvincesfrom the Crown, which they kept du-

rin; 
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ring his whole RClgn. ChaiCOl;dde, \, hcn he mem} :lI1S 

his Acce/lion to the Cl ow n, gn-cs, ery ncar the bme 
Atcotlnt of him j but when he comes to P.lrtlcu1.us, 
he IS 111 more thm one Inttance almot~ J.s favourable to 
him as Blzarus 

THE R E'S all the Appearance in the \Vorld that he 
had the Sentiments wl1lch Btzarus aicnb!.'~ to hun; 
and 'tiS certain, that if he had been ,1S c/femll1.lte and 
filly as the Author and hiS Enemies reprefcnt hml to be, 
he could not have conduCted hm)felf with fo much 
Skill and Su-:cefs, as he did 111 the ';V ar whIch he was 
engaged In with the 'If~r.~s, during the whole Courfe 
of hiS ReIgn. 'TIS true, rh.,t as he had natur.tlly weJ.k 
Eyes, ne,t from a. red-hot Plate of Gold held agamtl: 
them by Order of hiS Brother Ifi1tael, (for neither Bi
zarus, nor Cha!condtle, nor Olearms, fpeak of It,) but 
from a DefeCt of Nature, orfome Fir of SIck nels, he 
carried on the \Var agall1fr them more by his Lieute
nants, than by hlmfclt; ,lOd generally fuut hlmfelf up 
in hiS Palace; wIuch perhaps IS the Reafon that he was 
reckoned, though unJu1l:1y, to be a Prince of fewer 
AbilitJes than he was really polT'effeJ of. 

HE began hIS Reign WIth the De:tth of three of his 
Brothers, who fled away ~refently towards the Turks 
Frontler; but he allur'd thef11 to Ccurt bv fine Promi
res, and then put them to Death. Beait; cng.Lged m 
a War with the crurks, in the very firft Y e~u' ot" hl~ 
Reign, he gave the Command of hiS Army to his e1dd} 
Son, who Immediately took from them the Ctty ot 
ran, upon the Confines of Armenta, and gamed a great 
V Ietory over them in I f77. 

HE afterwards obtained another more confiderablc 
ViCtory near Babylon, where, 'tis faId, the crurks had 
70000 Men kIlled. They 10ft 8000amore upon ano~ 
ther Occafion; when, however, the Perfia~s dearly 
rurcha{ed the Vla-ory by the Lors of 44000 Men on 
their Side : But they retook the City of Sz~mach:, 
which the '/itr/ci had lately taken in Schir'lJ4I1, a Pro
"mee that lies on the W cft Side: of the C"/pia.n Sell_ 
Thi~ happened in 1 f78. T H S 
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THE Turk; received another more fatal Shock the 

Year following. They had rent 2;<)00 Horfe and 7000 

Camels to a Plain auounding wIth Forage, in order ro 
refrefu them, with ,0000 Men to guard them. The 
Pe1jians who were but four Days March from that 
Place, being mformcd of the N eghgence and Secunt y 
to which thofe Troops abandoned themfelves, went 
and furprifed them in the NIght-time, and gave them 
fuch a total Rout, that, 'tis raId, neither Man, Horfe, 
nor Camel efcaped. Mu/lapba, the Grand Vifier, who 
commanded the Ottoman Army was recalled to Conflan
tin'Pie, and bemg depofed, was hiS own ExecutIoner. 

SIN A N PAC H A, who fucceeded him, was fent 
to Perjia to command the Army. But as a Grand Vifier 
likes better to fray at ConJlantznople, than to have any 
Commtflion, how honourablefoever, hewas fo pref
flng for his Return, that by the Favour of a Perfian 
Ambafrador, who came to his Camp to make Propo
fals of Peace to him, he obtained Lea.ve from Amwrllth 
III. to return to Conftantmople, and to carry the Perfian 
AmbaffitdorthIthcrwlth hIm, which he dId in 1;82. 
Mahomet Pad]a, who was lent 10 his Place, was not 
more fortunate than the other Generals who lerved in 
that War before him. Hc-was entirely routed in GCOY

ria by the PerfiAns and Georgians 111 Conjunction, and 
loft all hIS Baggage. Chalcondtle hllnfeIf owns all thefe 
Advantages of the PerJians over the Turks, who indeed 
took fOlne Places from them, but paid very dear for 
them by the great Number of Men they loft upon all 
thofe Occafions, and others afterwards; from whence 
'tis natural to infer, that a Pnnce who was capable of 
carrying on fo iharp a War, and with fo much Succefs 
as Codabende did, during hIS whole Reign, was not fo 
contemptible as ~me H1ftorians have made him. He 
died in 15"8,.. and left three Sons. The twO firft 
reigned a few Months only, and the Third, who was 
Abas the Great, many Y tars. Moil: of the Authors 
who treat of the Kings of the Family of tbe Sophie!, 
ma~e no Mention of the two former, and confequent-

1,. 
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Iy do not rank them in the Number of Kings. But I 
thought fit to give them that Place upon the Au::ho
rity of O/eartur, who having refided fome Time at the 
Court of Perjia, mne Years after the DC,lth of ScbAh
Ab4S the Great, could not Lut be well informed of 
what he fays relating to the Fate of du'\ Pnnce's two 
elder Brothers. 

EMIR HEMSE, 

The eldejl Son of COD A BIeN D B, Fiftb King of the 
Family of tbe SophIes, m I f8f. 

H E fucceeded his Father as the Eldeil: of his Chil
dren; but Ifmaelhaving gaincd thc Grandees of 

the Court to confent to his Death, caufcd hIm to be 
murder'd In hIS very Chamber by AiTailines, who in 
the DIfguifc of Women dcceived the Kmg's Guards. 
O/eanus f.lyS, he reIgned eIght Months, as well as If
maelhIs SucceLror; whIch wou'd make a Year and rour 
r-.1onrh5 for both: Wherein he nlaOiteftly contradifrs 
himfelf; becaufc Ly making AbAS the Iail: of the three 
Brothers to reIgn the fame Year th'lt C!ldabende dIed, i.~. 
I r8r. 'tiS impoiliblc that hiS two elder Brothels ihould 
have fixtcen Months Rcign between them. All that 
can be faId, IS, that they rClgned a very fuOiC TIme i 
but how long, cannot be cxatily determined. 

ISMAEL III. 

Second Son of COD ABE N DE, Sixth Kzng of the Fa.-
mllyof the Soph~s, m I r8[. 

H E was no fooner got upon ~he Throne by the 
Murder of one Brother, than he: thought to fc

cure the PoiTdIion of it, by difpatchlt;lg his youageft 
Brother 
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Brother lIftrza AI; JJ; but he wa~ prevented by the l.lt~ 
ter's Governor .llur/ched-Kuli-Kar., who bcmg fenti
hIe th.lt his own Life depended on hIs Mafter's, en
gaged {orne Grandees of the Court to difpatch Ijmael; 
and, for that Purpo[e, they employ'd hIS Valet de 
Chambre and Barber, who, whIle he was fhaving him, 
Cut ius Throat. The Lords who were prefcnt at thIs 
Execution, and AccomplIccs of it, kIlled the Valet 
de Chambre that very lnfi:ant to prevent DI[covery. 
Thus Ifmael's Reign was almoft as ihort as hIS elder 
Brother's; and he let the Crown to ~1baJ, who took 
Poifcffion of It wIthout any Rival. 

A BAS the CleAt, 

Th;, d Son of COD A B'E N D E, and Seventh .r.:ing of the 
Faw(} of rbe SOrhIe~, m 1;8). 

T HIS PI mee in the LIfe-time of the King his 
F'Lthcl, retidcd at lIen, or 1!erat, a Town at 

em aj'".ln, governll1g what;. belonged to Per-fia in that 
PI OV mce. Cotfau{f/de's Pmne Mmdter Mirza-S.:lmas, 
who did not lore him, and only meant to [.lcnfic{; hIm 
to the Intcrefi: of the Pnucc EmIr Hemfe hiS Son-1I1-
Law, m,lde the Klllg believe that Abas was in Rcbel-
110n againH: him, and mmed .1t the Crown i and advi
fed hlm to go and bdiege hun 111 Heri, In order to make 
fure of his Perron. AbaJ, who was mto) med of It, 
and was always very fubmiflive to the Kmg his Father, 
fent 111m two Lords, who weiC his trufty Fnends, and 
went and made an Offer to thc King of their Heads, 
in cafe that Abas fuould appear guilty of the leaft Dlf
obedience. The Affair bemg ftnCl:ly examined accor· 
ding to the Informations which tbe King ordered 
throughout the Province, and Parts adJacent, Abas 
was proved to be innocent, and the Pnmc Mmifier, 

OR. 



Hijlory of the S OPHIES. 2.f 

on the contrary, being found gUllty, had his Head cut 
off. 

1- HIS Pnnce was the greatefr Kmg that had been 
in PerJia for many Ages; and hll> Memory IS held in the 
higheft VeneratIOn there to tim D.lJ. He was but 
eighteen Years of A ge, when he afcLnded the Throne. 
Though at that Time he g,l.VC gre,lt Hopes of what he 
would be one Dav, he even furpaffed all Expectation i 
and, excepting (orne Acts of Cruelty, for which he 
nuy JufHy be reproached, he Iud all the ~ahfic.\tlOns 
of a great Prmce. He gave full IndIcatIOn in rhe In
frances of his Reign, rh'lt he was not of a Humour to 
be governed; for NfurfdJed-Kzltz-Kan, who hld heen 
his Governor m his Youth, and to ",'hom he owed the 
Crown, valumg himfdf too mut:h on hIS Services, 
and ibB plctendlllg to controul him, rendered h!mfclf 
[0 OdlOU~ to Abas, that tIllS Pnnce. after h.lvJI1g given 
111m tll(' firft Blow Iumfelf, cauted hll0 to be ddpatchcd 
by one of that I .ord's Grooms, who came thIther up
on heJ.rmg the.N olfe, and whom the Kmg rewarded 
With the Title of KJ.n, and the Government of Herat ; 
and next Day he caured all the Friends and RelatIOns or 
the Dccf'afed to be put to De,lth, that he .11Ight never 
be unea[y undcr the Applehcnfion of what they might 
do by way of Revenge. 

THE too cruel Severitv which he exerclfed In thl > 
InH:ance upon the Man t~ whom he had. grc.ater and 
marc [ub1bntlal Obltgations, than to all ~1cn hvmg, 
convlllccd <111 the Gr,mJee~ that they had todo wah.l 
Sovereign that would govern by lumfelf, and whore 
Mmd1:ers fuould bc meer Mmllrcls, that ~s to fJ.Y, al
W.lys vel y dcpendant and fubol dllutc. 

FIN DIN G upon hiS Accdlion to the Crown that 
the Kingdom was vcr)' much wafted by the Conquc1h 
whIch the Turks had made l'~ one SIde, and the UJbeck
Tat t!Jn on the ot"-er, he refolvd from that Moment to 
recover thc PolfetIion of all the ProVInces thJt had 
bem tak.en from It. He began ~Ith the Pronnce of 
Cort>J!aJl, fituate on the SO\lth-Eaft of the CaJPian Sell, 

of 
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of which Pe1/ia had only a little Corner rem:1.ining, 
where he himfdf had commanded during his F.lther's 
Reign. He made hirofe1f Mafrer of the greateft Part 
of this Province to one End of it, fron which he 
obliged Abdulla, Prince of the UsbeckJ, to retire, by 
forcmg him back to Mefzat, or Mefcbed, a Pla~e be
come fo famous lince, by the Pdgnmage which this 
very Abas eftabldhed thither, and wh1ch ferves the 
Perjians 101tead of the Pilgrimage to Mecca'. After ha
ving :ltald 10 this Province three Years to confirm hI!"> 
Dor_llOlOn there, Abdulla made an Effort to get lOto It 
agalO: But the Enterprize was fat.al to hIm; for hIS 
Army was entirely defeated; and fallmg IOtO t he Con
querors Hands, together wIth his Brother7ilem-Kam, 
and hIS three Sons, Abas caufed all theiT Heads to be 
cut off. 

AFT E R having fecured Coraffan by thiS Execu
tion, and by the good Order he eftabhihed there, he 
tlimed hIS Arms againft the Turks; from whom he had 
much more to reconquer, aad who were Enemies 
much more powerful, and more fomudable than the 
UjbC6kJ. As to the Events of thiS War, I wIll not tn
ter Into a Detail whICh IS not conliftent with a l1lOrt 
'Hdlory, and which would require a large Volume, 
but {hall mentIOn enough to give the Reader a true. 
Idea of the Splendor and Power, which Schab-Abas 
then rc-efbbh{hed 10 Perjia, of which he was after
wards~ WIth JuftReafon, deem'd the Reflorer. 

I T mutt be fuppofed, 10 the firft Place, that the 
Turks had conqueled from Perfla, fince the Death of 
Ifmael 1. at leaft one hundred and fifty Leagues in 
Length from South to North, reckoning from Taum 
to the ExtremIties of the Kmgdom of Caket, and as 
much more in Breadth, from the Weftern GlJaft of the 
CafPian Sea to the Black Sea, that is to fay, as much as 
they and the Mu[co'lJttes have con<iuered of it in the late 
RevolutIOn. 'Ti~ true, that they have now pufued 
theIr Conquefts farther into the Heart of Perjia, where 
tf)cy arc Malters of the Country, as tar ali. Amtl'dan, 

. which 
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which is above feventy Leagues South of Tallfis j but, 
befides the W diem Coafl of the C.zJPian Sea, which 
they don't palfefs at this Day, though they were Ma
fter~ of It at that Time, they had alfo t.lkcn ti-bm PtrJia 
the VIllage of Baldat, or Bab)IJon, with all Afc[opota
mta and AJ1jria. 

S C H A H-A D A S retook all thofe Count tiC'S during 
his Reign; and befides that, he conquer'd from the 
Turks a great many Pbces upon the Black Sea, and even 
n Harbour near Ttebrjond. He took.lS many along the 
Red Sea to the OceaH, reckomng from the Mouth of 
the Euphrates. Hetook Ral/,Ota m the Pcrjian Gulph, 
and camed his Conquefb fa far mto /lrai;ta, from 
whence he thought to dnve out every Turk, that he 
-aCtually feiz'd Medma, a Town f,lI1lOUS tor hav1I1g been 
the Refidence of the Prophet JVaiJontct. He ,1]fO took 
the We of Ormus from the Portug~('fe, and very much 
weakened their Power m the IndIes_ In 111Orr, confi
der him only on the Foot of hiS milItary /\ rchleve
ments, he may pafs for one of the greatdt C.lptamS 
that ever was III Perjia. 

BUT as by all thefe great Feats of Arm~, he fuewed 
himfelf an able Soldier, he ~I!co\"crcd tlut he had yet 
grealcr Talents as ,1 Srate[man, lJY the Mea1jJrr~ he took 
to make hImfdf Ol.bfoiure in hl~ KlOgdoln, and to clvi
liz.e it. He was the firft t hat, as we may f.1Y, made the 
Kings of Perjia free Men. 

W HEN he came to the Crown, P ~rt of the King
dom was, as it wer~, parcell'd among twenty petty 
Princes, who had each the Sovereignty of the Coun
tnes they had ufurp'd, and fupported one another in a 
total Independcn<.y on the KlOgs of PC1fia. Thefe 
Kings were not abfo]utc, as they have been fince : 
They depended on the Gl'andees, and the Troops, 
which though maintain'd at their Expence, prefcrib'd 
Laws to them fometimes, dep()s'd them, and aCtually 
took away their Lives. Schab-Aba; having refolvcil 
~o eftablifu a Syftem of dcfpotitk and arbitrary G0-

D V~lUll~· 
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vernment in his Kingdom, fuch as it has been finee his 
Timc., he made it his Bufinefs to rum the Veteran 
TrQops, and the antient Famiht's of the Country. He 
gain'd his Puint by the gr..dual DeftruCl:ion of the 
Courtches, from whom thole Famihes were defcended, 
and of which confifred that Body of Miiltia which 
was mof\: formidable to the Kmgs; but he did not take 
off the Mask in this Refpeet, t111 after he had fiU'd his 
Court and hIS Troops with thefe People that inhabi
!Cd the Northern Extremiues oJ." Perjia, as the Geor
gz"'ns, and other adjacent Countries; for being origi
nally Chrifrlans, they were naturally Enemies to the 
Courtchrs, as defcended from thofe antient cfurcoma
ntans and Saracens, fo famous m Hlfrory for theIr In
vafions, and for all the MlichleE. which they formerly 
did the Chnihans. ln the mean time he kept falr 
wIth the Grandees, of whom he frood m need m his 
War he m:cde againft the Tur,h. But Stfi, his Grand. 
fon and SuccdTol, 6nifh'd the Scheme on that Side of 
whICh he h.td only form'd the Plan. As to the ancient 
MIlitIa of the Courtches, though It has f~bfifted ever 
fince, yet the Kings of PtrJia, Succclfors of him 
whom we are now treating of, hath always kept that 
Body fa much under, ;nllt they were never in a Condi~ 
[ion tv glVt. tQcm the \ :afl: Uneafinds From him alfo 
they lc.un'd, a;cordlOg to the Method of theTutks, 
to trufr the Mlmfrr} and great Offices of the King
..lorn, 'in the Hands only of Foreigne~, who being 
ongmally Slaves, are not attach'd by the Ties of 
Blood, either to then Equals, or to the Grandees of 
the Kingdom ; 1'0 that the Government which was 
anuelltly very temperate, is by his Management be
come dcfpotl~ k and abfolute to fuch a Degree, that 
It may be f:uJ, that there is llOt, pClhaps, in the 
Umverfe, a King that is more Mafter 9i the LivCl 
and Fortunes of his Subjects, thall W~ S,hflh-4bfls 
and his SuccdT'ol S. • 
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I N the Mldft of Co much Glory and Power, fa 

great and fo well eftablifu'd, he had the Misfortune 
to entertain unjuft Sufpicions of his own Children. 
Of three Sons that he had, he caus'd the Eyes of the 
two Y oungen to be bored out, refervmg the Eldeft 
nam'd Seji Myrz., to be hiS Succdfor) but thiS young 
Pnnce havmg a Son nJ.m'd SAIII-),!urz.., SchAb-AbllS 
who faw Seji-Mlrza of Age to fucceed him, and did 
not doubt, but the Grandees to whom he had render'd 
himfelf OdIOUS, dunng the whole Courfe of his Reign, 
would aflift the young Prince to dethrone him if he 
fuould offer to undertake It, thought he could not be 
fafe againft Alanm, but by pumng him to Death. 
The Blow was no [oolier firuc!;:, but he fordy repen .. 
tcd It. He {hut hlmfelf up for tcn Days in a dark 
Place, and fucd Tears incetfantly. He put on Mom'
nmg for a whole Year, and dunng the Remainder of 
his Llfe, wore the plameft Habits, without any Or· 
nament. 

I N 161.9. he fell into a dangerous Fit of lIInefs~ and 
finding hiS End drawing near, he nommated for hif 
Succel1or, hiS Grandfon Sa/II-MIrzA, <.hargmg four 
of hiS Pnme Officers, that h~OUld molt confide In, 
to intlal him 10 the Throne ter hiS Dea!,!1, apd to 
make him take the Name of Se whl~lJ,.mas the- N arne 
of hiS Father. Thofe Lords telling'Kim at that Time 
of a Prophecy which fome A ftrologers had made, that 
this young PllOce would reign but three Months at 
moft j Let hIm reign AS long At he can, fays he, thougb 
It be but thrte Days; J }haJJ be glad of the Ajfura1l&e, 
that one Day, at ieAji, JJe wilt have that Crown llpon hit 
Head whJch was due 10 the Prince his FAther. 

WIT H this Grief for the Death of his Son, he 
expir'd about the Clore of the Year 1(52.9. with the 
Reputation of o~ of the greateft Princes that ever 
reign'd in PerJla, and leaVing to his SuccdI"ors fUCA 
.Examples and Ldfons as moft of them have made a 
very ill Vfe of. He died at FerAUAd in ,he Provin" of 
~., to the South of the CA(pi~ SI", 4\TOW'A 

D~ \L~ 
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which ht had built on the Sea-S.lde, and the Place 
whIch he dehghted in moil throughout his whole 
Kmgdom. He was fixty three Years of Age, and 
ha.d lelgn'd forty five. But it may be obferv'd 10 the 
ConduLt of the Agh1Jans, who arc now Mailers of the 
Kmgdom, that by deilroying the NobIlity of Perjilt 
and the antient MIlItia of that NatIOn" they have on
ly follow'd the MaxIms and Example of SChAh-Abas, 
and that they have treated the Modern N obIli ty 1 uH: as 
Schah-Abas, and Schah-Seji hIs Sncceffor, did the an
tlent NobIlIty and the Courtches. 

S E F I, 
S(m t(l the Prince S E F I-M U R Z A, and Grandfon ttl 

A baHhe Great, the Eighth Kzng of the Family of the 
Sophles, in 162,9. 

BE FOR E the Reign of Scba/;- Abas, the Chil
dren of the Kmg5 of Perjia appClr'd at Court 

WIth Freedom. They were alia employ'd, and had 
Governments given them when they came of Age. 
]jut after the Death ot MJy;z;z-Seji, who was a Sacn
fice to the Jcaloufy Ofj;~ I(tng his Father, tIllS Pnnce 
altcr'~ that Method, a d caus'dhis Glandfon to be e .. 
ducat'td~lanner lCh wall afterwards a Rule for 
the EducatlOn"'bf all the KlI1g's Sons, that 13 to fay; 
he keet hIm fuut up III the Hal.ltlZ, where he had no 
Convei·ld.tion but with the Eunuchs. He was only 
taught to lead and wate; and all 1m DlVerftons were 
fuootmg wIth the Bow, and riditlg upon an AfS in the 
Gardens. Scb4h-Ablls was fo much on bis Guard a
gainfi: this young Prmce,. though he was of too tender 
Y cars to undertake any thing againft hlln,that 'us faid,. 
that for fear he had more Wit than he wlih'd him to 
have, he made him take OpIUm every Day 110 ftupify 
itlm. 

W H E '[\ HER Schah-Scfi had MemorQIs and In~ 
ftruEtions from tbe Klllg his Grandfather and Prede .. 
rt"{forf to ~l.It off the chief MeQ of the Kingdom, or 

wheLhtr 
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whether he followed the Cruelty of his natural Tem
per, 'tis c( rtain, that there has not been in Pcrjia a 
mOle cruel and bloody Reign than his. 'Tls [ald that 
he came mto the Worid wuh two Hll1Js fuil of Blood, 
and that Schah-Abas prognofhc.l.ted ii'om thence, rh'lt 
he would live to barhe his Hand~ Il1 Blood; which 
W.l.~ but too much verified.in the Sequel. 

HE began Ius CrueltIes WIth .m only Brother, 
whofe Eyes he caus'd to be boreJ Ollt. He caft 
headlong from a Rock, hIs two Uncles, the youn
ger Brothers of 1m F,nher 111!r;::;a-Sefi, the fame whofe 
}~yes Scbah-Abas had bored out, :.ull.i kept Iln{oner In 

a (aiHe. The RC.lrOn he ;llkdgcd \VJ.~, tJut thofc 
Pnncs being blind, we're thcn;iole good fJl" nothmg 
in the WorlJ. Ht: hkewIfe put to Death not only 
fucb of the g! cat LOI ds, as he 111 any Manner fu
IpeB:cd, but alfo many of tllO[C that were the mott 
art,lched to 11\5 F.llnily, .1.n,j who 11.lvll1g been the chIef 
Mmdlc.·s of die late KII1g lw, Grandfnher, h,ld the 
greate1t Share of hu, EH:ecm .md Confidence. 

ISH ALL nct enter 1I1to ,\ longer DetaIl of the 
Cruelties, of whIch Ius ReIgn was one continued 
Senes They h,ld J cndcrcd ~llm [0 OdIOLIS even to 
dlok who had mnfi ,\cccf, t'b tlln, that they conJ.inred 
agaIIlfl him 1Il hls vcry H,ual\.L and l~he i\,!;dil:' of 
hIS \Viv.::s and ConLublllc', lL \,-~"~olved to pOlfon 
111m: And the Thing W,l~ executed; but the Qyahty 
or the Dofe of POlion not beIng thong enough to do 
hIS Bufinefs, he was no fooner cured of Ius Illne[s at 
two Months End, but after gre.1t Enquiry he found 
that the Poifon had been prep,tred in the Haram, and 
that his Aunt, the \ViJow of one of the cluef Offi
cers of the c.:>l1rt, whom he h:ld put to Death, had 
formed the ConfpIracy, and conducted it through. 
The NIght after he was informed of all there Particu
lars, ternble Shrieks were heard in the Haram, and 
pext Da)'ltwJ,s known, that, after he had or4eredt a, 
grea.t Dltch to be made in the Garden, he h~ buried 
tbere all alive forty Women that had., ~itidie. 
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Conrpir~cy; nf whi(:h Number, 'tis raid, his own 
Motlier was one; and that It was only to cover the 
Jiorror of this Fatt that a Rt'port was [pread at the fame 
Time, that fue was dead of th e Plague. :s E & I J) E S, thiS Pnnce had no confiderable VirtQo 
that would counterballancc his Vices i for, though he 
pretended to Courage, tnere was more of Rafunefs 
than true ValoUl in hls Mlhtary ConduCt; and though 
in the nrft Years of his Reign, he caufed the Turks 
to raife the Siege at Bagdat, and took Eri'IJan by Storm, 
he was more oblIged for thofe Exploits to the Capaci
ty and good ConJuCt of his Generals, than to his own 
Skill and Prudence. He loft two of the moft impor~ 
tant Places of h~s Frontiers, Candahar and Bagdat, 
the one on the Eatt, and the oth(:r on the Weft, mere
ly by his own Folly. The Readerwdl find in the firO: 
Part of thiS Work how he 10ft the fonner; and 1 
fuall here acqualOt~ him how he came: to lofe the o
ther 

THE It E was at Bagdat a very worthy Governor
named Sefi-Kulz-Kall, orgmaUy of Armenia. ThiS 
brave Commander had before held out two SIeges a
gain It the 7 urks Wlth1;r.cers, and ihlll.ommandcd in 
th~llJace, whenAmu th, the Grand Seignior, came 
to bclregei"-. 1638. Schah-Scji, infteaa of trullIng 
to a Man of hfl," -S{-pencnce for the Defence of thIS 
important Place, thought fit to fend one of his Fa ... 
vountes thlther, to Whom he gave the Government 
of it. The old Governor findmg hlmfelf turned out, 
to make Room for aworthlefs young Fellow, was fo 
fenlibleof the Affront, that he choTe to take Poifon 
rather than furvive 1t, and made his Wife and his Son 
do the fame. The Garriion, to whom their old 
Commander was dear, had no Coura.ge to fight un
der dlC Command of a new one ; but~ rebelling ag?jnn: 
'NmL capi~ulated with ..Amurath for the Surrepder of 
~ ~l'tce. whi.ch he 11ad 00 fooqer entered, but he 
put.all thePerfians to the Sword. Thus did Bagdat, 
.~ W¥ '~Cll by SfPflb-,ftbfts f,om ~lle Tflrks twet\ty 

year~ 
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Years before, relapfe into theIr Hands, where it ~ 
remain'd cver fince. 

W HEN Schah-Srfi fucceeded to the Thorne, he 
was fo chilled by die OpIUm which hI~ Grandfather 
m.tde him to Inix with hIs Food, that the Phyficians 
plefcribcd the Vfe of Wine to gn'c hIm W.lrmth. 
He took fuch a Fancy to it, th4t 'rwas one of his grea
tell: Pleafures to dnnk to Excefs; and J~lS CI uelty was 
never more to be dreaded than when he was in 
that Conditior. He meddled very lIttle with Af
flITs of the Government, pailing IlIs·whole LIfe with 
his Bottle, his \Vives, or In HuntIng, fo that had it 
not been for the llUTl1erous Crl1eltlc~, which ft.uncd 
hIs Reign with Blood, It would h.we been fC;1rce per
ceivable that he ever VI ,1S Klllg ) Ie died 1642, ,tfter 
a Reign of twdve Y car~, Hts D(:~tll IS atcnbed to 
a Deb.mch of \V me; but he had rendered hlmfelf f() 
]uteful fo rhe Court by hiS CI ucltics, th,lt it was al
w,lyS believed th~ POl(on had hclp'd to carry 111m off. 
He was of a middling Stature, very well made in hiS 
Perfon, :mJ had an Airof Good Hu:nourand Huma
nity 111 hlS Pbyfiognomy, to whIch .tIl 1115 Athons 
gave the Lye. 

t .-"-~ "'-
A BAS 11 .. · 

Son of S E FI, the Nznfb Klflg ~f (be Rttce (Jfothe So-
plues, tn 1642.. 

T HIS Pnnce was but thirteen Years of Age wIlen 
he came to the Throne, aftcr haVing ran a great 

Hazard of bClOg for ever incapacItated to fuccced his 
Father. Scbab-Se/i, whofe Cruelty was fuch, that it 
did not fpare even hiS only Son, ordered ORe of his 
c'hief Eunuchs, UpOh II certain Day, without telling 
him th~ RC'afon, to run the Iron oVl!r Abas's 'Eyes: 
H1$ Intention to be Cure was that dte Iron thould be 
.l'rA-ho~. b~lt is he did nof expre~ It fOt the ~unuch .. 
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who had Compaflion of the Pnn(.c, ~nd imagined 
that the King havlIJg no other Hell', would one Day 
be forr~ for tbe 01 cler he h.d gIven, only run the cold 
Iron over the Pnnces Eyes, and told the King that hIs 
Order was obey'd. Mcan timc the.Prince, being 10-

ftrucrcd by the Eunuch, aCted thc blmd Man fo much 
to PerfectIon, that It was really beheved he had loft hii 
SIght. \Vhcn Schah-Sefi found hlmfelf on hIs Death
Bed, and tlut. hc was aCtually dying, he was forry that 
by dcpI ivmg hIS Son of SIght, he had depriv'd hlm
felf at the only Hen' to whom he could leave the 
Crown. As he was extrc.lmly afihCted for it, and fald 
wtth what Slltlsfaclton he fhould have dted, if he had 
but a Son to {uccccd h1ln, the Eunuch feclOO' him aI
moll: ready to cxpm', .1!furCJ hm) that he had a Secret 
to rcitOl (, the Pl111Ce to lJi:; SIght, and that he would 
f.rovc It to hIm by bnngJl1g h1111 1I1ftantly before him. 
The KIng, trallfpOl ted at this News, tent immediate
lyone of the cblef Lords of hIS Court, '1amed Ali· 
Kult-Kan, along WIth the Eunuch to brmg the Pnnce 
to hIm, whorc SIght gave hun fo much Joy that It 
flolongcd 1m Life tIll !lext Day. 

T H r: RL Ign of Abas II .. :W.1S very different from 
that of J11S Father ;~nd h·· may be fatd, that next to 
I.fJwte7 I. anj Sch,~h-Ab, ~ the Great, Perfia never hJ.d 
a betterK1Il60~h .&.'amtlyof theSopbles. Notbut 
that, like hUll, he W,lS too much fubJcCt: to V./ me, 
Rnd COIllmIttcd fome ACts of Cruelty, but abanng a 
few Excurliom, of wJllch he mIght Jufrly be re
proached, he Dlcw' d hllnfclf, during the whole Courfe 
of his Retgn, truly worthy of the Crown he wore. 

A s he was but tlmteen Years of Age when he took 
the Scepter 1O~0 hiS Hands, he left the Government of 
the Ktngdom to hts Mother and to Athewat Doulet, an 
()ld Man of near four[core Ye:trs of Age, in whom 
that Pnncefs rt'pofed all the Confidence that could be. 
Thmgs went on very Qll1ctly for the three firftYears, 
pll ,]am-Kan, the-moil powErful Lord at Court, who 
W~ ~ declared Enemy to the::, frime Mimftcr, putting 
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01. wrong Conftrucrion upon a Word that the Kin~ had 
('ud, went to the Mindler's Houfe, and lulled hlm as 
by 'Order from the Kmg. HIs Mother, who W.1S m· 
~enfed to the l:j.ft Degree, and thoupbt berfclf m· 
fulted by [0 daring a Stroke, preifeJ the King to re· 
venge it. ThIs Prince, who was thcn but fixtecn 
Years of Age, was fam to dlfTemble; and lOfrC.ld of 
pumihmg Jant-Kan, he gave him the Office of the 
Deceafed, with the Forfeiture of hIS E{iate, and two 
Days after he made him Genemliffimo of Perjia, whIch 
put 30000 Men under his Command. Perhaps thIS 
new MIOlfrer might have [upported himfclf longer, 
notwIthihndlOg the Hatred WhICh the Klllg'S 1\10-
ther bore hIm, and not withftanding all the lnB uenee 
ihe h.ld over the King her Son; but having formed a 
Con{plracy to force the Haram, and to lull that Pnn
eefs m It, the King bemg l11fonned of it, c.mfed lum 
:lI1d hIS AccomplIces to be m.a.ff.\Cred next Day in the 
CouncIl-Hall, when they expeCted nothing hke it. 
1"'avermer aicnbcs th!s Fact: to Schah-Sefi : But SIr 
John Chardm, who was much better informed, and 
more exaCt in all RcfpeCts than 11C w.!S, puts it to the 
Account of Schah-Abas. \ 

T HIS young Pnnce ha"'i1lg cftabhfhed his Amho
my by tIllS v IgOroUS Stroke, took thc Rems of Co:, 
vernmcnt into hIS own Hands. "; ~ -: W':' • .> but ci~htccn 'or 

It • 
n1l1etecn Y cars of Age, when he \vent to be lege Can-
dahar,which 111 hisFather'sRelgn had been [urrendcroo 
to theGrcat~Mogul. He retook It wIth the whole Pro
vmce, which [urrounds It, and kept it ever afterwards, 
notwIthihnd1l1g all the Efforts ot that fame Indial$ 
EmperOl, who caured It to be bdieged fevcl.ll TImes, 
but alway~ 111 vain, by ArmIes of ,00000 Mcn. He 
was fo much confounded at It hirnielf, that ncither he 
nor hIS Succef1')rs dared afterwards to attack it. 
Which in thefe latter TImes has proved the Misfor
tune of PerJia; becaufc, if Candahar had been in th~ 
HOlnds (>1' the Grea.t-Mogul, the .A:.bva;i$ would ne-
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ver have attempted to conquer the Kingdom as they 
have done. 

T H J!. further Schab-Abas advanced into his Reign, 
the more was he beloved by his Subjeas, and the mal e 
feared by his Neighbours. He loved J ufhce, and h:ld 
no Mercy for the Governors, and other pubhck Offi
cers, who abufing their Authority, oppreffed the 
People j of whlC!h feverallnitances may be feen in Ta
'Vermer. He had a great and noble Soul, was very kind 
to Strangers, and openly protected the Chnfbans, 
whom he woulJ not have in the leaft molefted for their 
Religion, faying, That none but God was Mafter of 
their ConfczeMees j that, for his own Part, he was only 
GO'Vernor of Externals j and th4t all hIS SII.b;etls bemg 
.qually Members Qf the State, of what Reltgioll foever 
they were, he owed Juftiee to them ail alike. 

H Eo gave a fun Proof o~ thde Sentiments upon 
this OCtation: A Perfian having ftabbed an Armeman, 
for havmg feen him take out of the Bafin of a M~(que 
one of thofe Fdhes whJ(.h they look upon as facred, 
becaufe they belong to the Mofque, was abfolvc.-d fOi' 
a [mall Matter by the Sedre, or High-Pneft of the 
KlOgdom, who Judged ,hat tbe A, menr"n was killrd 
juftly. But Sehah-AblfS was of another Opinion j 
and, in Contempt of tHe ridiculous Argument of the 
Hlgh-Prieft, wh~etended that to take a confecr ..... 
ted Fiih was a Cnme whIch the firft Comer had a 
Right fo puniih With Death, he feverely reprtmanded 
him, condemned him to pay a Fmc to the Armentan's 
Family, and caured the Murderer to be puniihed. 

H ¥. was but thirty-feven or thirty-eIght Years old 
when he died. He was then in the Vigour of hIS 
Age, and had formed a DCiign to extend the Fron
tlers of hiS Kingdom on the North Side, and had atru~ 
ally made fuch Preparations for the Execution of It, 
that hiS Succe[s wa.:. not doubted. His Troops were 
numerous, and in good Condition; and had found 
Ways and Means to heap up Wealth, without put-

I";ng !u.S People to the Expence. The Secret he had 
made 
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made u(e of for this Purpo[e was, not to fill up cer
tain great Pofts when they became vacant, but to put 
the great Sallanes thereto .mnex'd m hii Exchequer, a 
PlCce of Oeconomy which was worth above twelve 
Millions a Year to hIm. But Death overtook him 
in the Mldfi: of his great ProJeCts; for he fell fick at 
one of his Plea(ure-Hou(es, about two Leagues from 
Damagan, a City of the Province of 1'eber-l!.jloon, or 
Tabarzftort, as 'us called in the M.lpS, and after four 
Months languill11ng under the Venereal DI[ea[c, he 
dIed the 2.fih of September 1666. leaving two Sons, 
the Eldeft about twenty Years of Age, nJ.m;:-d Se/i
Mzrza; and the youngdt, who was El5hr, n.lmed 
Hamzech-Mzrza j but he appointed neither of them 
for hIS Succelfor. 

SOL Y MAN, 

Son of A BAS II. the 7'enth Kin!, of the Race of the 
Sop hies, In 1666. 

ABAS II. having not fixed his Succeffion upon ei
ther of his Sons, there was a Con(ultatlon whlch 

of the two to choofe fl)r his Succelfor. A greatCouncll 
was held upon It 10 the very Camp, which was pitched 
round the Caftle: where the Kmg died; ana thIS be
fore hIs Death was not known to any but about eleven 
Mimfters and pnnclpal Officers oftheArmy that com
pored the Council, and two Eunuchs of the firlt 
Rank, that were pre[cnt at hIS Departure out of the 
World. 

A s 'tis always more advintageous to thofe who are 
in Place to have a MlOor KlOg tor theIr SovereIgn, 
than o,ne t~at is of Age to govern, all the Suffrages 
were unanunous for glVlOg the Crown to the youn~et' 
Son, whom tbe King haa brought along with hun, 
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and who was then upon the Spot. And in order to 
colour over the IllJufticc done to the Elde1t, It was 
pretended with a {ceming ProbabIlity that Schah-,dbas 
h~d deprived him of hIs SIght. The FoundatiOn 
for it was, that when the late Kmg fet out upon hIs 
laftJourney, in which hedlcd, he tUrned bark agalll 
to Ifpahan, when he was but eIght Le.lgues from It, 
with a Vel'y few Attendants, and enter'd the Haram 
privately, without being feen. He was there but two 
Hours, and it was remark'd, that he came out very 
penfive. Thi1> had given Caule to fuppofc, that he 
only went thIther to deprive Mirza-Seji of IllS SIght. 
The Conjecture, though well founded, prov'd f.llfe. 
However thofe who affifted in the Couonl made a 
Handle of It to exclude the Eldeft, and to procl.l1m 
the Youngefl:, who had the GeneralIty of the Suffra
ges, when Mubatcck- Aga one of the two Eunuchs who 
were prc(cnt at the ConlultatlOn, and from whom it 
was le:dl: expeCted, in that he was th~ Governor of the 
Pnnce wloJom they made ChoIce of, caus'd the ElectI
on to mtfCarry. 'Though he had no deltberatIve Vote 
in the AfTcmbl r, yet ht! {poke wIth Courage, and ft-a
lung hls LIfC upon it, thali- S~fi-MIrza had not Ion hIS 
SIght, he fo vlgoroufly reerefentcd to them the In
juttice done to a Pnnce of hIS Age, to prefer hIS youn
ger Brother, who was but a ChIld, before hIm, that 
he rurn'd the Refolution th.lt was enter'd 111to in Fa
vour of ,Hamez,- jIy!zrza, and in a Manner forc'd the 
waole Atfembly to choofe the eldeft-. 

T H £ Thmg being thus refolv'd on, the Council 
appointed Deputtes to carry the News to the Prmce 
S~fi-Mzrza at IJPahan, whic.h was one hundred and 
forty French Leagues from the Place where the Kmg 
died. The DeputIes made thIS Journey with fuch a. 
Dlfpatch, that they arnv"d at l'!palian 11\ feven Days, 
"VIZ. the fecond of Oftober. The ChIef of the Depu
tation havmg defired to fpeak wIth the Prioce from the 
Kmg h1s Father, whofe Death Wa& not known, there 

was 
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was a. great A\arm at the Haram, where It \V<i.S fuf .. 
peered that the King rent an Officer of the tirft Rank 
froI1l a Place fo far dlftant, only to take away the 
Prince's LIfe, and It was nea.r an Hour betore they 
could pluck the Child from the Arms of hIS Mother, 
who thought they were going to put him to Deatfl . 
.Ii t laft the Prince com1l1g out ot the Haram, the Chief 
of the Deputies fell on hIS Knees before him, and paId 
due Homage to him as hIS KlIlg. He was 1I11hll'd .1Od 
crow-n'd, and was refolv'd to keep hIS old Nameof 
&fi. The Death of the old KlI1g') and the Corona
tion of hIS Succe/lor, was not known III IJp.1ban tIll 
the next Day, and tht.: Army decamp'd, 111 Older to 
return to the Capital, WIthout having hcarj a \V ord 
of the Death of Schah-Abils, or of the EleCtion of 
Schab-Seji, tIll they wert: far adv,lnc'd upon the 
Road. 

THO UGH at firft he retam'd his old N.lme, he 
chang'd !t two Years after, upon an OccaGon that 1 am 
now going to mention. The Debauchenes of Wine 
and Women having very much impmr'd his Health at 
the End of two Years, the Phyficians not being able 
to reirore it, laid the BlameoJpon the Stars, accufing 
the A {l-rolog~rs of having flot chofe a happy Date for' 
hIS CoronatIon. This Opinion, ridiculous as it wa~, 
prevaIl'd in a Country where they have mighty F .uth 
In Afrrology. The King was crown'd .l.gd.lI1; (lnd a
bandoning his old Na1l1e, he took that of So[yma", 
whIch he went by to his Death. He W.l.S fo thong 
and robuft, that with the Gripe of his Hand he bent 
Geld Cups of the Thicknefs of a Crown PIece, tiU 
both SIdes nlct. SIr 10hn Chardrn favs, he ha.d fcen 
and handled feveral of the Cups whIch thIS PIll1Ce h.Id 
(0 bent. But thiS Prmce l!egenerated very much from 
the VIrtues of hI) Father Schah-Abas II and m~de 
his Reign remarkable only by a thoufand Inftanccs of 
Cruelty, the bare Mention of whICh IS {hockIng 
Whcnbcwai in Wine, Or in Wrath, no body about 

him 
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him was fure of Life or 'F.ftate. He caus'd Hands, 
Feet, N ore, and Ears, to be cUt off, Eves to be pluck'd 
out, and LIves to be tacrificed, upon the leaff WhIm 
that took hIm; and the Man that was t.1e moil: in hIs 
Favour at the Beg1l1nmg of a Debauch, was general. 
Iy made a Sacnfice at the End of it ThIS 11 (he eha· 
ratter gIven US of hIm by SII' John Chardm, who was 
in Part a W Itnefs of what he relates as to thIS Matter. 
Perfons thought their Lives 111 futh Danger whenever 
they approach'd him, thlt a greatLord of his Court 
[aId, When he came from hIs Prefence, Cf'hat he alwa.YJ 
felt zf hlS Head was Icft ftandmg Itponhzs Shoulders. It 
was under thIS PllOce, that PerJia began to degay. 

H F. thought fo little hk e a Kmg, that when it was 
rcprefcnted to hun what Dangel' he was in flOm the 
Turks, who when they had made P€ace with the Chri
fii,ms, would come and attack his finrfi ProVll1CCS, if 
he did not put himfelf in a Condition to repeJ them, 
he an{wer'd very IndIfferently, that he did not care, 
provided they left hIm ifpahan. He died abOut the 
End of July 1694 leavmg two Sons, the one Hit[
fem, the other Abas. He was forty eight Yeats of 
Age, and had reign'd tw~nty eIght. GemellI C:l.yi he 
\Vas fifty three, and had retgn'd thu ty; but he 15 mi· 
-fraken in both. SolymAn was born 10 16+6. ac.cordmg 
to Chardm, who was at Ifpahlln at-the TIme of his 
Government. He came to the Crown m 1666. and 
not In 1664. as Gemelli fays, who does not [eem to 
be fure of what he advances, and who, though he 
pretends he was at Schah-HujJem's CoronatIOn, dId 
not Co much 0Ui know the Name ofthlS Prmct-, whom 
he always calls S,bah-Offen. 
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H U SSE I N, 

Son to SOL Y MAN, the Eleventh and La) King of 
the Family of the Sophies, In 1694. 

A s this Prince's Reign is the chief SubJeB: of 
the Hifrory of the late Revolution, 'tlS fuffi

cient here only to name him in the Succeffion to the 
other Kings of hIs Family. 
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ADVER TISE~1ENT 

Concerning the MAP. 

I H A V E caufed a Map to be engrwed, whIch is 
f,ll' from belOg crouded with Names l and vel Y 

proper for this Hlilory the Plan of It; becaafe I have 
cnde,lVoured to avoid aFault that IS but too common in 
Ch,nts of this N atute" 'l.,jz. the fwelling thel"!l with a 
gl cat Number of T owm., and at her Ptlces, not men
tioned 10 the Hlftory, and 1e-aving out thole that are. 
As the Map I exhIbIt is only calculated for this H,f[o· 
ry, I have not troubled mylelf to fet down any'P~aces, 
Whldl are not nam'd i3 'It; but as to thofe that arc 
treated of, whether they DC Clties, Towns, or V 11-
1.lgc~, I thlOk I have omitted none, at leaH:, of fuch 
w hole Situation I was able to determine. 

T M A I{ E this ExceptlOn becaufe, as the Memoirs 
of :mot'her Pelfon were my GUIde, I could not avoId 
the Mention of fome Places I found in thofe Me
moIrS, though theIr SItuation Was not plamly enough 
p01l1tcd for me to give them their true Place in the 
Map. Such for EX'lmple IS Kzoc-KtIAn, a Canton of 
ArAbia, where Maghmud, in 1724. made an Expedi. 
tlOn that was very unhapEY for him; and the Province 
of BaEty"cz, to which 'tis faid the l>rince Myrza-Seji, 
the eldeil: Son of Schah-HuJ!ein is retIred. The Au
thor of the Memoirs probably thought there Names 
as well known abroad, as 111 Perjia where he wrote, 
;a~d therefore flUd no more of them; but as 1 don't 
, ' ~ 
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fioda.ny Trace of them, either in the Maps or the Ac"; 
counts we have of thefe Countries, I chofe rather td 
leave them out of my Map, than to fet them down at 
random. For the fame Reafon I have omitted the 
Town of Akuli, of which the Author fays nothing 
more, than that 'tis a Town inhablted by ArmeniAns. 
But thefe People are dlfperfed into fo many dIfFerent 
Cantons of Perjia, that a Man muft be :t Conjurer, 
unlefs he had peen upon tbe Spot, to know where to 
place the Town of Akult. 

A s to Karabegill, which is not mentioned neither 
by that N arne 111 the Maps, it frands for aU that Coun· 
try which lies betweeI1 the RIvers Kur and Aras, 
whlch are the Cyrus and the Arazes of the Ancients. 
I have not marked the Town, becaufe I would noc 
make the Map too broad; but I have reprefcilted one 
End of the Lake of that Name, which will fuffice 
to fix it, becau[e it lies to the South-weft of that 
Lake. 

W HER ~ I have {aid that Maclimet-Wali Wai 
Prince of HllcVUja, I thought I had fufficlently de· 
termm'd the Sltuation of that Provmce by taking 
Notice that It bordered upon the Province of the Agh
VAns of IIa[a,r4z, who are Neighbou~s to thofe of Can .. 
dAbar. The Pofition ot tIllS lingle Town fixes thofe 
other Cantons. 

f H A V E given a larger Extent to the Province of 
,Mafonderan, on the South S1de of it, than is· gene.:. 
rally given 111 the common Maps, which I thought 
make It too narrow: And my Reaion for it is this; SIr 
John Chal dm, in his Coronation of Su/yman, fays, 
" That from l/pahdll to DtlmAgtltln, (the fame Town 
" that the Maps call- Dam~tln,) a <:ity w hic h lies at 
" the South End of MaJ~1U{eran, or TabriJlAn.., 'tis 
" twelve Days Journey; and that from D amagA4n to 
" the CaJPlanSeA 'tis nine," which is three Q!.taners of 
the Diftance from /[pahan to DamagatJli. Now, as this 
Province is contraB:ird in the Maps~ we fcarce find it a 

~ Q..uartea: 
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Quarter Pan: of the W ay from DA1IItlgllAn to the Caf 
pian Sea, that it is from Damagaan to ifpahan; there
fore it muft necetfarily be fuppofed, tn;..t this Province 
extends much farther to the South than is laid out 
in the Maps. 

I HAY E not marked a Scale of Miles in the Mal" 
bc;caufe in fuch narrow LimIts as I have. given It, 
~twould be very difficult to make a juft Computa
tion of the Diftances, efpecially with Regard to the 
Towns which are hut half a League at moft from If
,ahan, the Diftance of which I have taken Notice 
of in the Hiftory, much more exaCtly than it was pof
fible to do it 10 the Map. Betides the Degrees of La
titude and Longitude will fupply that DeteCt. 

A s the Reader will be glad to fee" at one View,. 
all that the Turks and MuJcovttes have conquered in 
Perja, and what hitherto remains to them, as well as 
what remains to the Sultan AJzraff, I have taken care 
to indofe what belongs both to the one and the othctr 
with particular points. 

THe 
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HISTORY 
Of the LATE 

Revolution in Perjia • 
...... IlF the Revolution of Pefjia has been rd 

a!1:omflllng, when taken only 10 a gene.; 
tal Vlew, Ind according to the very 
Impertett Ideas we can form of It from 
the Gazettes and other publtck News 
Pa.pers, we m,lY affirm, it will aPtiat 

nill more amazing, when we come to ~ive a pa!&'bc at" 
Account of the remote Caufes and Events that pre
par'd theWay to It for above twenty Years, and which 
at laft brought it to a final Iff'ue, to the Advantage or 
a Handful, as we may call it. of Barbarians, who ex
peered nothmg hke it, and always thought it a chi
merical ProjcCl: to attempt to dethrone this fame King 
of PerJ!a, whom they haved'epos'd, as it wtre, with
but defigning it. 

T H I I is a Myftery that cannortell1:Ye exp~ 
WIthout going back to dte Begit1fling of his Retgn. 
A~ to his Chan.aer, be 'W1S the moi hlDlll, •. the 

i. z. 
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beft temper'd Pr#nce, but the weakeft that ever go
vem'd Perjia: A~his MisfortunE!s are a Leff'on toat 
good Nature and ~umanity, when carried too far, 
and unattended with the Knowledge and Virtue necef
faryforaKing, degenerates into Daftardy, which is 
much more likely to make; a Prince ¥pis'd than be
lov'd, and that if Revolutions fo extraordinary and 
flagrant as tlus of Perjia, are not always the Confc .. 
quences of fuch Contcmpl.t 'tis only becaufe there are 
Hot Per[ons of fufl1crent AbilIties at all TImes, and 
in all Countries, to lay hold of the OpportunitIes; 
and at the time tIme, ambitious and re101ute enough 
to run all the Hazards of It . 

. Schah-Solyman, the Predecdfor of Hujfoin, left but 
two Sons that were m a Capacity to fucceed hIm, and 
both by different Mothers. The eldeft W.1S called 
.ll,ftrz,a-Abai, and the youngeH Hujfem, who fucceed
ed In the Manner we are now gomg to relate. 

Hu./lein's Mother had two other S'Ons7 one th:rt was 
older rha-n hIm and the othcr youngcr Solyman fl,wIng 
put thc eldeft of thcm to Death, the Mother was:l.
fraid the youngefr would havc the lame Fate, the ra.
ther, becault: when he 'came to have a Notion of 
Thmgs, he abandon'd lu;nfelf fometimes fo far to a 
Refentment for IllS Brothel's Death, as to tax his Fa
ther with Cl ue1ty. She llnaglOcd too, th.at Arts were 
uled to provoke him, to make hun talk more than was 
proper; and in order to fnatch lum from the Mlsfot ... 
tune that had beteav'd her of her elden:, fue fent him 
;Lway fo prlvately from the Haram, (or Seraglzo,) that 
ftC Body knewafterwarJs what became of him. Thus 
Jrhe f.tv'd her Son, but was madc= a Sacrifice to her 
'fencletnefs: Wht'ther It was that Solyman, as IS gene
rally bclicv'ci, put her to Death, from a fil£incion that 
{he, and none but 111e, had promoted the Efcape of 
this young Pnnce, and from an Apprehention that it 
rnlght occalion a Ci vJi \V 31, or whether, as fame 
have pretended, fh threw herfelf headlongmaFitof 
.M~oers from the: tol" of \he faJ.aCC'. 
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By this Me.1nS none but Jtit-AbaI and HttJ!eill 
were left In ,\ Capacity of fucc ding Sol;'man, who 
after his Pclffion was over for t Efc.lpe of Htljfotn'S 
younO'cr Brother, which had occaGol1'd the Death of 
the Mother, (hang'd his Rage mto a Compaffion and 
Love fM Hu!lcm, and enrcft,lIning a more favourable 
OP1l11011 of "hIn1 than he had !>ef6re, he ~rdered that 
great Care fhould be taken ot hIS Education, which 
ne h~d vcry much negleCted hitherto, and that no Coil: 
1110uld be fpared to educate hlln III a Manner worthy 
of aPnnce. 

\V HEN Scl)m(1~( .:lIed) he was [0 well dlfpos'd to 
Httffcm, tholt hiS not appolOung J SuccefTor ~t IllS 

Dc:,nh, em be alcnb'd to no other Caufe, but hiS ex ... 
cdijve Tendern.eE for him; for lllfhort, l10tlllng but 
his ftrong Byafs to } /uJjem could wngh with him a
g,unfi: the l\1cnt of Mlrza-Abas, who by [he Confer· 
tion of all M,ll1lund, was much fitter to fucceed him 
1:1 the Tk()nc th,lD }ft1fcm w~ who by Reafon ofthc 
Deformity of 1m Body, was always looked upon as 
t:lmly exdudeJ hom all Hopes of the Crown. This 
young Pnnce, though handfome enough In other Re
[reCts, h:ld ~cgs r1~at Well: monfhoufly crooked, ancj 
wIthal was Ip\,Ly-lC'otcu, He was bOlO, moreover, 
wlthout any AmbitIOn or Pal1ioll, ll1d lov'd Retire
ment and Solitude to [llch a Degree, that they com~ 
monly gave hlln the Name of Dervtfo. Alld.~ 
he abounded \\,Ith Zt:al and l>lety 10 the ExerClles of 
hiS ReligIOn, being wholly mrenr upon the ReadlOg 
of the AlcorJn, aJld dlfcovenng as much Modeley III 

hiS BehJ.vloul, :IS Probity 10 hiS Sentlm~nts. all V If
tues of llltrinfick Value, and fufficient for a private 
Man, but which alone canqot make a Pnnceagooq 
Pnnce, much 1cf., a great one. 

ON thecomr,u)" MtTza ... Abas had ali theneceiTary 
~ht!es for') great King, He war"lwell ihap'd, ro .. 
bufl, ha~ a noble ~ Ii" and In~linat~.1\S, <t~lightinll on· 
ly 1D boc!il Y Exercifes, ef pecl;dl y orthe JIldltary Kind i 
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which might be ut:W in the Ha~a"!,, wherein the SO!l~ 
of the Kings ot Pe1'jp were tram d up. 

THO UGH every'khing feem'd to plead for the 
Choice of this Prince to be 1118 Succefl"or, yet So'yma1~ 
would not determme hlmfelf 10 this Re(pe¢}:, and only 
(aid to the pnnClpal Eunuchs'that furrounded him, and 
who towards the Clofe of his Reign, had got great 
Footing 10 his Government, and had rtmder'd them; 
felves very powerful, that he left it to them, and the 
9ther Grandees of the Kmgdom, to cQ~ficer which 
of his two Sons, for whom he had an equal Affccbon, 
was beft for their Purpofe ; that If thy were for a 
.Martial King, that would always keep hiS Foot 111 the 
Stirrups, they ought to chufe Mzrza,.Abas; but th.lt 
If they wifu'd for a peace;tble Reign, and a pacifick 
King, they ought to fix their Eyes upon HlI/lnn. 

T HITS did Schah-Solrman, through a folly and 
Imprudence, of whlCh bc did not forefee the Confe-
9uences, but which coil: hif> Pofterity the Loi~ of a 
Kingdom, abandon the Choice of hiS SuccelTor to 
Perfons who were 1I1terdl:cd to choofe out of the tw<\ 
Princes, not lum that wasmoft capable of governmg 
the Start, but him that w J.S the titre£\: and moil: dti
pos'd to let them govern h:m. 

Bt:l N G abfolutc Mafrers of the Fate of the King
""om, and of the Fortune of the two Princes, they 
~.vN1elitate long about the ChoIce. }.l1rza-Abat 
bad InclInations too fubhme, and a Soul too great for 
lhem to expe& much Complal[ance from him. They, 
'Were even afraid of him already; and by fome Sar
fafms which indlfcreetly dropp'd from that young 
Prince, againft the exorbItant Power of the Eunuchs, 
they had Reafon to Judge, that he would bc tor clip .. 
plUg their Wings, On t~he other Hand, Huj]em's 
Grandmother, by the Mother's Side, who had a gnat 
~arty m the HarMIJ, and who aCted vlgoroufly for her 
Grandfon found'i!.9 Difficulty to gam th~ Eunuchs, 
by t~e Affunmces fue gave them, even upoJl Oath, to 
tIlale him their Friend. 
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A'r the fame time an Intere~s fecur'd with the 

M1Oiil:ers and princlpalOfficcrs~w had not only been 
accuil:omed for moil: Part, at 1 dunng the l,mer 
Years of Solyman's Reign, to fo ow the Imprcffions of 
the Haram) and to buckle to the Eunuchs, wh() were 
Lords P,tramount, but had more Inclination for a quiet 
peaceable Government, than for a tumultuous warhke 
ReIgn, fuch as that of Mtrza-.dbas could not fail to 
be. 

T HIS Prince, though the mofr deferving of the 
Crown, was therefore excluded from it ; and while 
they were proclaiming and infralling hIS Brother, they 
fecur'd hIm, by puttIng hIm under {hitter Confine
ment than he was fubJect to brfore in the llaralll. But 
for all thel nfrances that the Eunuchs could make to 
oblIge the new K10g to bore out his Eyes, as his Pre· 
(b:elTors ufed to feTve thelT Brothers, he would never 
penUlt it, but always oppofed it, not only from a Sen
Hment of Humal11ty, but In Purfuance of an Engage
ment which the two Brothers had made with ant: ano
ther. For when they were lirfr put to reading in the 
Alcor,m, they both {wore upon that Book, which it 
their Goipe1, that whIch foever of them t'hould be 
K:ng, fhould not futfer th~ Eyes of the other to be put 
out; but that, un the contrary, he fhould content 
himtelf with keep10g him under.l frrnng Guard, and 
procure hIm the 01011 agreeable and comfort4ble Ac. 
commodation conGfrent wuh Impnfonmen~ 
what proves that a Sentiment of HUmaIlJry had as 
great a Share 10 thiS Moderation of Schah-HUl/em as the 
Tie of an Oath, is, that he behaved With the f~me 
K10dnefs to hi~ other youp~er Brothers, thou.gh he had 
made no Engag~ment with them. 

I muft obferve here, as to thofe Princes of the Blood. 
Royal that are kept in the. Haram, that it muft not 
therefore be imagined that they :\re educated amongft 
Women, or in Voluptuoufne{s. Wren they are COOle 
to feven Years of A ge they are takc;ft from the Care of 
Women, and lodged in feparate Qtiartm, whCfe even 
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',0 Th~~HiftorJ of the late 
their own Mothe'R' ,5 are not fa much as permitted tQ 
come to fee ther without exprefs Leave from the 
:King. Everyone f thofe young ~.Jrinces- has two 
Mail:ers? one to give them Learning, and the other to 
form theil" Manners. Thefe two Mafrers are ~ways 
Eunuchs, for no adler Man. comes near rh.:"m. They 
areihut up in Gardens, the W ~IIs of which ale fa high 
that they never can fec the'Sun at ltS Rlung or Settmg. 
Inftead of bemg brollgbt up in Delicacy and Idleneis, 
they are kept to hard Meat, and £linted to bare N e
ceffaries, without lmowing any Pleafure, unlefs the 
KlOg 10 'his fpecial Grace IS pleafed to indulge them. 
However, they are permitted under the Colour of Di .. 
verfion, .lnd for BodIly Exercife, Jl,t c.ertain Hours, t~ 
~hrow a [01 t of Javchp, whICh the} call Gmd, and 
whIch they duett againfr a Butt, or to fhoot 10 the 
fame Manller fi"Om the Bow j but \oheyare never al
lowed to mount;:o. Horre 
, BE SID E s the two Tutors luft now mentioned, 
they are :t11owed a third, when they come to the Age 
of about Fourteen, whofe Care IS Co form chern to 
PIety, ac(ordmg to the DIfClpltne of the Alcoran ~ 
for tIll they l1.lvC attain' d that Age they are deemed un
clean, and, as fuch, thou!;h they are befides taught to 
read, they alC debarred from reading the Aicoran, as 
well as from \lung the Prayers ordered by the Law i 
~cau{e, 'tIS not prcfumodt that ull they come to thore 
"yc.,m..>, they arc capable at gIving all the neceffary At· 
tenuon, nor of prc!erving all the Punty which is pro
per.far fo holy an 'Exercife; and bec~ufe the ~eaft wan· 
cermg of the Thought. or Indecency, though it be 
~nvol~ntary, is, according to them, a fufficlent Pro .. 
fanatIon. Nor do they ufe, during {heir Childhood, 
'thofe'1egal AblutIOns whIch the Manometans are obli
ged to before their Prayets, and whIch are always the 
~cen:U"y and indifpenfible Preludes of all their Religi
o~ Exercifes ~ ,<h Jo they begin to. praEtife tbe Ablu
\10~ e~Joined by.dteLaw tIll after their Circumcruo!', 
1'IhlCh 1"5 as tbe Seal of the Mahomet.m Religion, and 
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which is not t.:.fed m Pcrfia before t¥ Age of Fourteen. 
At that time the E.unuch, who [c; ves as thell" Moulah, 
that IS to fay, Do8:or or ChapJ1ln, makes theen fe(l<;i 
the Prayers five times a-day, accordmg to the Law of 
M4:homet, eas:h of wh~ch Prayers is preccdc~ by the 
Ablutions that are requm .. d, by Means of w hleh they 
n"cleon themielves punfied from all Sm .mel FIlth .. The 
Moulah, who inffructs them, audibly and dl1bncHy 
pronounces the Words of the Prayer, whIch tbey are 
bound to repeat after hIm, but l1-fter he has done, they 
arc allowed to lengthen their Prayers, if they have fo 
much Devotion. Many of thefe redufe Princes do it, 
who renouncmg all Manner of Senfuality and Pleafure, 
frick clot.:' to the Reading of the Alcoran, and to 
I>rayer; and in their Retirement lead the Lives of 
}<'nars and Dervlihes. As to their Nounfhment, It is 
very frlJgal: Of three Meals whIch they make in a 
Day, the moil: confiderable, which IS their Supper, IS 

only Rice, and thclr Dnnk is Sberbet, whIch ferves 
the better to dIgdr it. At the two other Meals, in 
which they have only Bread, Fruit, Cheefe, fame 
Sweet-Mr:ats, and Coffee,. they dnnk nothing but 
\Vater. Their Habits are 'ls plam as theIr Food: They 
put on but two Suits in a -y ear, the one at the Vernal 
Solftice, the other at the Autumnal; ;1 nd they are only 
fIlade of a \V oollen Stufl~ flOm whence fome derive 
Sophy, the Name of the Royal Famtly, which 'Q,*~ 
PCrJian Languag~ figntfies 'V 001. They are allow'd, 
mdeed, afort of Fur-LmingtotheSuit, whlchisgi
ven them for the Autumnal Sol frice; but'tls no more 
than Lamb's 'V ~Ol. They paE the NIght in feparate 
Chambers!.. about which there are ~unuchs that alway,
walk the i{ounds, and which reheve one another ill 
Turns to watch while they f1&ep. 

W HEN they are come to eighteen Years of Age 
they are cae hallow' d a W omal~, w h2 1S chofe withou~ 
Regard to her Birth or Condltl~n; I fa.y allow'd, be. 
cau(e they cannot dlfpofe of her as they pleafe , for 
rhole "of cmen are 4tut up m a littl~ Haram by th~m-

felves, 
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felves, where the" are guarded by bI/lck Eunuchs, that 
don't allow tilt: Pi'i'lr es the Liberty of going to tht'm 
as often as they have \\ Mmd to It. But for fear left the 
Princes of the Blood &ould multlply too faft, byMeans 
of the Women that are allow'd to thofe Princes, the 
Eunuchs who had Charge of the Women, made it 
their whole Care to choofe none but bIrren ones, or 
thofe whom they had the Secret to render fo, unlefs 
upon FaIlure of the Branches of the Royal Family, 
die Neceility of providing Succeff"ors obliged them to 
do otherwlfe. Schah-Abas I. firnamcd the Gree!!, who 
diedm 1629. after a Reign of forty-four Years, and 
who was not only the greateft King of the Sophy Race, 
but one of the moil: able ~nd wifeft Monarchs th.it 
ever reigned, was the firft that eftabltihed the Cuftom 
of keepmg the ChIldren of the Kings fuut up, [0 as to 
have no Commumcatl':m WIth tho1e without Doors, 
during the Reign of their Father. He [aId, that it was 
not proper to t:"xpofe them too much to the V ;ew of the 
People, who generally wor.flllF the nfing Sun j and 
that befides, as Kings ought to be more jealous of theiF 
Crown than their Wives, they ought to take no lefs 
Precaution to preferve the one than the other. He 
added,that as aThmg not k-"lown gives noTemptation, 
the Children of Kings, bred up 1fl this retired W ay~ 
lived content in It, and without Ambition, and were 
(0 thoroughly inured to It, that fometimes they prefer
~to all the Splendor of Regal Grandt,lre. This 
was the very Cafe of Prince Mzrza-8eji, one of the 
Sons of the dethroned King, who being takc-n out of 
the Harlt1lJ before the Troubles, to be put at the Head 
of Aff.urs with the TItle of Lieutenant-General of the 
King his Father, over all the KlOgdom, bad not en~ 
joy'd thilt Place above three Weeks ora Month, but 
bemg furfcited WIth a Grh.ndure, and aWay of Living 
to which he had not beenufed, he de fired Leave tore
tire on Pretence pf Pains In hIS Head, and fuut himfdf 
up ag:un in rhe HMjt1'll, to bfJtake to his formcrCourfc 
of LIfe. 

As 
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A S the Daughters o~ the KH'\g~ elf Perjill are total

lyexcluded ii'om all RIght to the.Crown, as well as 
thell' Children j and as 111 thIS RJipecr, they arc nor. 
ppable of gnrmg l!mbrage, tlfnr Fortunc IS much 
happIer lhall that ot th(" Pnnces theIr Brothers. For, 
thou"h they al~ confined undt:rthe GU'lrd,of the blade 
EunuLhs, that narrowly watch thelf (~onduc1, yec 
the} are brought up In other Rcfp~as WIth much lefs
Severity) and far more Liberty, WIth ~egard to the 
Plc.ifill-cs and Amufcmcnts confii1:ent WIth the Delt
cacyof the Sex, which are not denied them. When 
they are m,lrrJ,lgeable t hey at c m4tched to fome ot the 
Grandees of the K1l1gdom, to the great MOl ufication 
of the lane.-, who, 111 Confequence?f iuc~ MarrIage, 
and out of Rcfpc(l to an AllIance of fo hIgh a Rank, 
are oblIged to content thcmfclves WIth theIr WIves, 
and to abfiain from the Vfe of Concubines in their 
h:'Zrams. Thi~ were tolel able, llOwever, if the Clul
oren born of fuch Marrl.lge~, could from thence ac
qUIre any lawfull'1 ctenfion to the Crown, at 1eafi: on 
}<'.lliure of Helfs Male j bur, even 111 thIS Cafe, they 
vl,'Ould have no more Claim to it than the Iaft Man tn 

tDc Kllwdom. I thought t1l1S DIgreffion on a Point 
not much known, would -not be dlfobllging to the 
Reader j a1}d now I return to my SubJect:. 

S C H A H-H u S & E I N, was no fooner feated 0n the 
Throne, but the Eunuchs, not fatisfied with havlnfJ' . 
dof.:: a Pnnce of hiS foft Temper, narrow Spint,""~cf" 
almoit n,ltural IncapacIty of teehng the Yoke under 
willeh they ll1tended to keep hun, were for making 
flllcr ot hIm, by mfpinng hIm with fuch a Gull for 
Dc.bauchery, as <hould g,,;e him an Avedion to Bufi
nds. But they found the mOle Difficulty in it, be
eaure the very firft Acbon wi\h which this Prince be
gan hiS Reign, fecmed to tty an inVIncIble Obfracle 
.1gamft the Deiign they had forr,l~d . 

. HIS H:ad bC"lng full of.., thofe N otlO115 of Regula
my, and 1evcre DJfcJplme, whIch 11e had imbibed 
flom t!~e I~lc;;orl\n, during hli Retirement, and .in 
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which he confirrnAd himfelf yet more after he came to 
the Throne; and t~i1> by iuch an Attachment to the 
Reading of ~he [aId llook, as feemed a httle thange in 
a Kmg, and got him the N ICk.- Name of Moulah, or 
Parfon-HujJcm, he thought hlmfelf under an mdtfpen
fable OblIgatIOn to prohlblt'the Ufe of a Liquor whIch 
was forbId jn the Alcoran wIth rhe utmoil Seventy. 
Therefore he llfued our an Edict abfolutely prohlbmng 
the V[e of Wine; and nor content with havmg made 
the Law, he was the firfr Man to ihew ,111 Example of 
puttmg It 10 Executlon; for he caufed all the Wine· 
Ve1fels to be brought out of the Cellars of hIS Palace 
into a publick Square, and there to be 1tav'd 10 Pieces. 
)--JIS Precaution extl£ndcd frIll farther, and to take away 
all Poffiblhty oftranfgreffing, he forbad the Armenzans 
ot the Suburb Zulfa, who u[ed to furndh the W me, 
to bring any more m for the future, though In never [0 
[mall:l ~lantity, on the Penalty of the entire Forfel· 
ture of the DelInquent's Ethte. 

A s the Grandees of the Kingdom, and theCourt 
Lords, who had been accu£lomed to drink W me, 
which was toiel ated in potjia ever Lince the Rl"ign of 
Schah·Abas the Great, i. e. for above two hundred 
Years, were fnghten'd at the Severity of this EdiCt, 
the Eunuchs were more terrified from another Motive. 
They knew that a remperate King would not be al
vrap }pd by the N ofe; that he would not fatl to apply 
himfelf to Bufinefs if he had nothing to dlvert him 
fro111 it; and that after forming himielf to it by De. 
grees, it is lmpoffible but he would open hIS Eyes at 
length, and ihake off the Yoke whIch they deftgned 
to keep hIm under. There was no other Method to 
ward off the Blow, but by refionng the Liquor which 
the Kmg had prohIbited~ than by pntting him under a 
fort of N eceffity of ta£lmg It hlmfelf. They imagi· 
ned that he could not wtthftand the Temptation; and 
that when he had once l~~ed of it, he could not do 
WIthout it. The Eunuchs undertook it with the more 
Confidence, becau[e there was no Body at Court but 

what 
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what wifued well to their Defign, ,the King being the 
only Perf on concerned to oppofe it. The Difficulty 
was to find out fame ~yafs in orde~ to make the A~
tcmpt without any RIfque, and wlthout the Klng 5 

takmg Umbrage at it. The Eunuchs applied for this 
Purpofe to the King's Grftndmother, by the Mother's 
S1de, to whom he partly owed Ius Crown, and for 
whom he a.lways had a very great Value and Tcnder
nefs. They brought h.er into their Views, without 
much Difficulty. Havmg accufromed herfelf all her 
Life long to the Vfe of W me, {he wa.s mortified at 
the new EdICt; and very glad, 011 the other hand, of 
an Opportunity to do a ~ka[llre to thofe who~ {he had 
been obliged to for havlllg pLtced her.Grandlon upon 
the Throne. J t was th~refore concerted between 
them, that {he {hould feign herfelf uck; and that 
'When the Kmg C'ame to fee her, as he would not fail to 
40 when he was informed of her Illnds, fhe {hould 
give him to underftand, that If he valued her Life, he 
mull permIt herro dnnk a little Wine, that being the 
only Remedy, in the Opinion of the Phyficians, that 
could relieve her. The Succe[s anfwered the ExpeCta
tion. The KlOg, alarmed Ilt the pretended dangerous 
Conditwn of ?is Gr~ndm~her, was fo f way' d by PIty, 
that, though It was Nlldlllght, he fent an Exprefs im. 
mediately to the Armenrltns of Zulja for fome WIne. 
Thefe Wme Mel·chants thmking it was a Bait laId [or. 
them, aeclared, that as they h,lanot dared to kel'P "1fuy 
{juce the fevere Prohibition lald upon them by the 
King, they had not a Drop left at his Service. As 
thcy knew not where to have any, and as the Perfon$ 
who had Caved any, were far from owmng it, for fear 
that fuch a Pie(.e of ComplaJf..mce, how well taken 
foever it might be." atthatJuntture, might hurt them 
another Day, it was hinted to the Kin IT, that perhaps 
he might find fome at the PfJl;jh Env~y's, who was 
then at Cou:rt) and ~hofe Charafrer exempteJ him 
from obfervmg the . .l .. a~,t It.hap.penedaccordingly, 
and th~ KIllg pourmg It out 1OtO a Cup, prefented it: 

with 
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with his own I-I llils tf) Ius Grandmother. This CUll

hmg Lady, who l~new her Lclfon, refufcd at £11 Il: to 
t,l~ ~ the Cup, laying, that fue could not reCc)]vf' wIth 
herfe1f to dnnk W l11~ If the King hlm[elf would not 
tafte It £1rft; and when the Pnnce excuf d him!dt :ram 
t he Precept of the A1cor.Ul, fue very Ie ldil V told him, 
that the Char.letcr with which he was vcftcd, put hlln 
above all Manner of L,1.ws; for 'ris a Maxun among 
the PerJians, 7'hat Kmgs are .fubjefl ttl flO Law; And that 
'whatever tbey do, tbey c(Jmrmt no Sm. She then put him 
in mmd that all hIS AnceHors anJ PIt~Jecefiors, fince 
the Great Scbab·Abas h,ld not only drank Wmc, but 
alfo permitted the Uie of it to all tbur Courtlets; a Id 
really, contlOued fur, how could they poffibly, with
out fuch a Support, h.lVc bOl n thc whole WeIght of 
the A £f,urs of fo vall: .m Empire? A nd how could he 
himfelf bear up under the Fatlgllf'S and DlfqUlctudcs 
of Government, If he dId not duklty the Bttterncfs 
of It by the VCe of that de,ir generous Liguor? She 
added, t hat for her Part, {he was vel y fenfible nothmg 
but Wine could prolong her Days; but that, welt: It 
to [ave her Life, {he wapid never make Ufe cf it, if 
t.e }l1mfelf was not the £1rft to fet her an Example. 
The Kl11g could not Rand ,lga1l1ft Co prciling a Soli
citation, and drank a brge Cup of it, which infpired 
him with a certam Bll~kne[s that he had no N orIOn of 
~; and he took Cuch a Fancy to it afterwards, that 
he abandoned himlelf entirely to It, infomuch that it 
was rare to find him fober, and capable of attending 
to the minuteH: AffaIr of Government. 'Tis true, in
deed, that, after his Pilgrimage to MeJzat, which we: 
!hall have Occafion to mentlOn hereafter, a Pilgri
mage which he undertook by Way of Devotion, to 
vifitthe Tombs of fomefamous S,lints of his SeCt, he 
did not drink Wine to that Excefs as before. But this 
Amendment came too late, and he was from that time 
fo befotted by the Exceff~. he had been guIlty~ of in 
that Way, and fo buried ih the Pleafures of his Haram,t 
lhat he would no~ by any MeanB .ear the Mention of 

.suiinefs .. 
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Bu6nefs, but left' it all to the Dlfcrbtion of his Mini· 
iters and Eunuchs, who governed the Kingdom jull: as 
they plcafed, llnd took the greater Licence, becaafe 
they were very r. nfihle they had nothmg to fcar f~~m a 
Pnnce who was fo weak as '"0 refer the very Petitions 
he receIVed, to them, without [0 much. as r.e~ding 
them. Thus did thc Eunuchs, uhcr havIng ddpofcd 
of the Throne as they bked,_ put thcmfelvcs al10 .in a. 
CondItion to dl[po[e hkewIle of all the Prerog.1!;lves 
of thc Pnnce whom they had placcd on it; and ~who 
conduchng 111mfelt luft according to their Imprdhons. 
not Jo much in Acknowledgment of the ObligJ.tlon 
he had to t~em, as frem an Averfion to Care and BuG· 
nels, became upon the Throne itrdf, no morc than a 
Cvpher, or the Freeman of hi~ Slaves. Now becaufe 
th'IS exorbltant "Power or the Eunuchs has been one of 
the prIncIpal Caufes of the Rum of the Kin~d01l1, 'tis 
proper to go back to the OrigIn of that Credit and 
Power, which being puihed to the utmoft Extremity 
in I:he Reign of Scha,J)-Hujfetn, produced that amazing 
RevolutIOn which is the SubjeCt: of thIS Hlnory. 

THE Eunuchs under the prccedmg Kings, anc1 
c[rcclally fince Schah-AbaI the Grear, were always 
fhut up in theH.lf,ullwithouthavmganyrhingtodo 
with the Government, and only confined to the Oc
cupations wilhm theIr Sphere, as Perions fet apart to 
guar~ the PrInce's Bcd, an? not his Throne. Thec::l~f 
contidcrablc Office to whIch they were admitted, Wal 

that of keeping the KlOg's Trcafures, and the Manag~. 
ment of the fmances; for whi(.h they fcem'd more 
proper th,m others, becaufe, as they had I1P Kindred 
nor Heirs, to whom they could leave their Wealth. 
they were unJer the iefs TempratlOn of enrlChing 
themfe1ves at the Expe1i<:e o~ the King and the Pub
lick. For heretofore they 'were all Foreigners, and 
taken out of Countnes the fartheft ddtant from Pet./ia 
as from the fartheft ArAbitJ, feveral ~arts of the Indies; 
GretZt'I'lJrlllry, A/;yffillia, and Chln4 j and it was an old 
State Mwm. to admit no Eunucij that w~aPe"fitln. 

The~ 
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The Reafon of th,s Policy, was to the End that beillEf 
fequefrer'd from theIr FamIlies, whIch the GeneralIty 
Of them knew nothmg of, and dependmg upon no 
Body, they might be ·the more attach'd to the Perf on 
of the Kmg, and have lefs GlUfe, and fewer Oppor~ 
tunitIes to dIvulge abroad what was fecretly tranfa8:ed 
in the HJram. It appeared, however, that in the 
latter times, and in the Reign even of Sch~h-S()l)man, 
Father and PredecefTor to the King lately dethroned, 
they hegan to make a Breach mto that WIfe Ct1fi:om of 
admittIng no Eunuch that was a PerJidh: Of this we 
have a very evident Proof in the VoyageG of 'l'avernier, 
Lzb. v. Cap 1.2. whd tells us, that he who commanded 
in the Fortre[s of Lar, when he pafTed through th.lt 
City m 166 f. was a Per/ian that had obtained the Go
vernment by the Favour of his Brothel', who was 
Meter, - tb,,[ is to L'lY, lirft Valet de Chambre to the 
King; a Poft whIch, as he bbfcrves himfe1fdfewhere, 
is always conferr'd upon a whIte Eunuch, and which 
is the prettier Employment, becaufe he that l1as it IS 
always near the Klllg's Perf on, and follows him w bCI'C:'
ver he goes; fo that the Meter, fays M. Tavernier, is 
looked upon as one of the lirfi: and ltloil confiderable 
Officers of the Court. He adds afterwards, that thIS 
Governor of the Forti'd"s of Lar, feeing his Brother 
advanced in Years, and having four Sons, thought fit 
to have the youngeR caftrated, [hat be might have his 
bntft"'s Pofi:, but that the OperatIOn bemg ill perfor
med, the Child died at the End of three or four Days, 
fo the great Sotrow of tbe Father, who was quite 
afhamed and confounded. 

W HAT M. :tavernier fays relating to the Shame 
-and Confufion of the Governor of Lar upon this Oc

cafion, 

.. Tavernier u nIt ~nftjlent with hlmfelf Its to tb, Nlltllr, " tbis 
Office; forhe makes this ~eter jimmfl¥S tbl Chllf Jl4ltt th Chalnl"." "' 
.ther tnntr Grand Maflt"oftbe Wardrllbt.~4nd {om.rimeJ PirJl Gtntlem""., 
'f the Bed-Chamber. Sir John Chardm ", fm A".,., if "'0.,.,,,,,,, 
",,, IJ/ SOlpll<Oll m4ns hun GUilt ~hllrn~trJ.!"':o 
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calion, is a plaIn Proof of the Conrcmpt they had 10 
Perjia for filch of theIr CoUntl ymen as dli1lOlloured 
thtmfdves by fa unworthy a DtbafemC'nt of Manhood;. 
and this makes it probable tbat (heir Number was not 
great. Confequently the Bulk of the Eunuchs COIl

fii~ed only of Foreigners, wllo were PU\,ch,l[ed at a 
good Price when Children, the common P.1Y for [udt 
Deing fifty Tomans a Head, ~hlCh IS ah~ut thn.c t~ou
fa.nd LivICS. BC1I1g carned trom rhclr ChIldhood mro 
the Haram, there they werc hi ought up with all the 
Care and DelIcacy pallible, in order to render them 
the more In love with the KIll~'~ SCI VIce, to whore 
Goodnefs thlY were obliged f01 ~ll the Sweet'> of LIfe 
which they entoy'd thele. But the Pleai'ul'e tht'y found 
wlthm the H,tram did nO[ fIee them ti'om Contempt 
when they well[ abroad, where they always rode UpOIl 
M uIes or Af1c~, or cHe walked .\ .feor, not bemg ;tllow
ed the Ute of Horfes. As often as they:Jppearcd In 

Pubhck, tiley were fure to be hooted at by the Popu
hce, WhlCh was nct dlfpleafing to the Kings, who 
penmrted It very WIllingly, from .1 NotlDn they had, 
that the Contempt and Avcl,Gon which the Pubhck 
exprclfed for thole Wretches, would be one Reafon 
why they augl.t to he the more de"ot~d to thclr Pnn
ccs, from whom they l"CCCIVC nought but good Urage 
and Favours But Thlllgs had RUIte ,1r other ."..{rl'Ct in 
theRclgn of Schah-HuJli:m, dunng whIch thole very 
People that were before the ObjeCt of the Scori'l'and 
RidIcule of.111 that p.llfed by, never went abro,ld with
out the mofr fplcndId Equipage, .lnd wah :l Tram and 
RetInue ~h,lt trll1ght the People to pay Re[p::t1:: to thore 
whom they had been ufed to dcfpI{e. Inftead of being 
afhamed of ~hel1' CondItion then, they valu'd them .. 
felves upon It, and c,nTIed tpc Jdl: {o [,t1" upon this 
Head, as to caufe an EdICt to be pubhfhed 10 the KlOg'S 
Nam,c, forbIddmg the makinI:, of Capmls ; which 
:fue,,: d ~ If thole HalF-Men were uneary to fee a fort of 
fpeclfick CharaCter, which they pretended was an Ho
nour to their Petroni, pro{htuted to'brute CreJ.tures. 

F TOWARD'" 



60 7/Je H~(tor..y of the latt 
Tow A R D s the Clo[c of Schab-Solyman's Reign 

they began to upen a \Vay to that furpnzing ~redlt 
'WhIch they attained ~o under hl~ Succcffor. ThIs Mo
Il.lrch who had hItherto always kept them on the antl
ent Footmg, fell, unh.tppi.ly tor him and his Pofrerity, 
into th.lt ~t.tte of Infirmity and Decay, wherem they 
who command the rcir of Mankmd are at the Mercy 
of thell Officers and Dome£l:icks, and at the Difcre
non of their Phyficlans and Valets de Chambre. As 
they have more Rea[ons to be fond of Life than th~ 
molt happy of their Subjea~, and, as by the Care that 
IS taken to keep at a Ddtance every thmg that may give 
them the leaft Tl oubl~, they are not fo much ufcd to 
fuffering as othCIS, all ServIces whIch tend either to 
dIvert the Danger, or to dlmll11ih the pre[(ntA mIction; 
rIfe 10 Value 111 proporrion to the Sen{i:: of what they 
fuf}cr, and to thell Abhorrence of Death. 1n Sltll.l.
tlOllS of tillS Kmo, a flight Service done to their Per
ions .tff"ccts thcm much more than gl cat ScrVice per· 
formed to the State, and all the Ment of the moft im
pOl tant V H~l:nry IS notlung 111 tllelr Efbmatiol1 to the 
MerIt of glVJl1g a httle Ratc Jl1 thc Extremity 01 Pam. 

Sue H was the Conchtion Stbah-S, l)mart wa~ re
duccd to by a very p,uni'ul Gout, which confined hUll 

to hIS Bed two whole Years, dunng which, being 
, ihut up wlth1l1 the Walls of his Haram, where non~ 

Imt1!,unuchs came ncar his Perron, they were familIar 
to lum, and he looked upon thclr A ttendance on hIS 

Perlon WIth another Evc to what he did before; Their 
Care, theIr Uneafine[s; their Read1l1c[s in the minutefr 
ScrvIces, [eemed to hlln to be of quite another Value 
than he u[ed to put upon them. He found they had 
Knowledge, Le.m1mg, and Sentiment~ which he had 
not yet perceIved; H~ gave Ear to thrir CounCils 
wIth DelIght; His ,Efteem for them increafed every 
Day; and as the Interefrs of his Kingdom were not 
mal e at hiS Heart, than thofe of IllS Health and Life, 
he; thought he could not do better than to truft the for
mer wah Perfons, to whom he had [0 happily trufted 

the 
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the latttr. The DIl1::ancc of his Mmi!l:crs who rcoo 
main'd wIthout, and wIth whom he could have fcarce 
any Comm~rucatlOn, fecmed to put him under t.~e 
N ecefliry of dealmg thus, :wd or gran~mg, as he did, 
tbe general Super-mtcndt-ncy of the Gov~rnment of 
the Kingdom, over the Hcads of 111 the Mm&ers and 
great Officers, to an Eunuch in whom he had plac'c\ 
an extraordl11.lry Confidence. 

'T I S true, thJ.t hIS more than ordinary Merit, be
ing ~ Man of a great Genius and uncommon Capacity, 
[cem'd, as It were before-hand t~ Juitity the ~ing's 
Choice; but the Evenf of Thmgs Jutbfied It yet 
more: For Cbagia-Drak, which was the Eunuch's 
Name, mar.ag'd Att~urs fo Wifely, providing for cve
ty thmg, plevent111g DIl"contcnts, paClfymg Com .. 
motwns 111 theIr BlrtLh, and Impreillng Fear and Re
fpett ()11 the boldet!, by propagating feafonab1c Re
ports, as to the Recovery of the Kmg's He'llth, that 
tlJe Kingdom lotl- nothing by that Pllllee's Inacrion 
during hIS Illnefs. Tllls he found himfclt; as foon as 
his Health was l'cfror'd; and 'twas thiS that ll1duced 
him to form out of the chicf pf his Eunuchs, whom 
he lOin'd 111 CommdIion with hun that had ferv'd hIm 
fo ~ell dUrIng his Illn('(~, a particular CouncIl, which 
he render'd Ctiperior to all the :Mll1ifters. He fhtter'd 
himfelf, he had a double Advantage 10 this nl:W Etta
blifhmem; for on the one hand he therebv diverted 
upon the Eunuchs the Odium of what might fo7ne. 
times appear harfh In theGovernment; and on the other 
hand, as Employments of [uch Importance gave the 
Eunuchs an Opr0rtumty to acquire great RIches, the 
Kmg found hIS Accorupt in it, becau[e all thell' E
{tates coming to lurn by Right after their Death, the 
Treafurethey gather'd mull: be hi .. 

SCHAH-HusSEIN, who when he fucceeded Schah .. 
Sol)man hiS Father, found Thmb~ fettled on thiS Foot 
was ~ar fi'om dim:mflli'lg the Prerogatives or Authori= 
ty ot the Perfotls that had lately plac'd him on the 
Throne1 and of whoLe Affiftance, even though he 
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had not lain under an Obhgation to them of that Tm· 
F0rtance, his namral InC;Jp,Klty and Genius accu
ftotn'd to Sub)echon, would have obhg'd lum to 
make u[e for [llpportmg a Crown, the \Veight of 
whIch was too heavy for him. 

T H U s therefore did the Eunuchs become under 
Schah-Iluffim, the ArbIters of Afl:.lrs, the Dlipen ... 
fers of Employments and Favours, and abfolute Ma
fters of the Government, a!fuming to themfclves the 
Autholltyof all Offices, which were lIttle more tlun 
empty Titles m the Hands of thofe that held 'em; for 
though AffaIrs pafs'd as formerly; through the Hands 
of thefe Titulars, they dIU not dalc to dCCIde any 
thmg of ImpOl tance, Without t'llong Orders [i'om 
thafe chIef l\1.dlcr5, who compos'd " (ovelelgn Se· 
n.lte, in which every thmg wa~ drawn up over Night 
th.lt WaS to be Lud nlxt Day before the Kmg's Coun
ul. Th,- A/bemat-Dottle!) t e. Prime Mlmlter, was 
no mOl e exempt ti om thIS ServItude than the other 
~11l1l1'l::crs or O(ficels of ll1tcnar Note. The only 
l>er{on th.lt wanted to be free ti'om it, and to !hake off 
the Yoke of[o fh.tmcflll a Depend~nce, far'd the worle 
f::>r it, and though none could reproach him, fell un
der the moil: Cl uc1 DI[grlce, as Will be :/hewn 111 due 
TI111e. Not but th,lt the common and lefs Important 
1\ fEll I " rar~ 111 the uju,ll C1JJ.nncl, and al ways remam'd 
.1:: IllS Ddi)ol~ll, but as to grand Aft~urs, fuch as ma.
kllig PC.lee or\ \tar, Tre,ltICS wlth forclgn Powers, and 
the NOll1ll1;<tlOn ot the Vlcer,wihips or Governments 
of {l1O\ mces and leller Towns; as well as of all SuLal
tern Officcs; all tl1IS was referv'd to the Soverelgn Se
lUte of the Eunuch~, who while the Kmg was buned 
III the Delights of 1llS Har,lI11, and not fo much taken 
up wlth thc Government of hIS DominIOns as the: 
lc.dl of his SUbJ"Lh, allpo[ed of the chief Places of 
!lIS Kin~dom, and of the Fortunes of all the Gran
dees .I.:'. they p leafed, 111 'l1S Name. NeIther the Me
rit nor SCI Vl<.-ei of thc C.tmhdates were confider'd in 
'he Dinnburion of Offices, to WhlCh there }Vas no 
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Acce[.s, hut bv the Intereft and Favour of thore to 
whom the Kmg had left the arbItrary Dl[po[al. Th~[e 
W lctches, mOle covetous, though they had no Hetr:~ 
to lc.lvc thcu Trcafures to, th.tn ruch generally are 
who h:wc numerous FamIlIes, fold their Proteaion 
for Gold, and 010ve a publtck Trade, as it were, ,ill 
Governments .lnti Employments, Offic('s were dlf
poled of, not to thc_ molt deiervmg, b~t to th,e hlgheft 
BIdder Tlm DiiOlcicr, very permcJOus 10 It [elf, 
plOvcd yet work In Its Confcquences: In the fira 
1)1<1cc, becaufe It ihfled all EmulatIOn, and made Pea .. 
ple mudtcrentm acqu~, 1113 the ncceif.1.ry Knowledge 
and Quhfic,Ltlom, no body giving themCclves die 
Trouble to obt.un or cultivate Talents, which they 
f.nv were of 110 SerVIce, Second1y~ bccmfe fuch as 
~tt"\ll'd to Offices by tl-m Method, ha\'lng dram'd 
t~CI1 Pockets to pUt chaic them, were no iooner in 
Fbcc, but they pr.-0hfcd a11 M.mner of Extortio~ 
and nude ,1 Penny of every thing, not only to rClm
burlc thcmfclve~ the <)ums it colt [hem to obtain their 
Elnploymcnt~, but alfo that they lPlght bc III a Con
altlOn to [upport thClr CharaCJ:ers. 

IN ill(m, the mi.ltl,lblc Annce of the Eunuchs 
t11.\t gcWCln'u 111 the Name of Schab-HuJJem, pufh'd 
their OpprdIiom to fuch ExeeG, th:lt the like had not 
been known under any of hIS Predeeeiloro; and it was 
(olne fort of Excufc tor the moft cnmmal Extorgons 
of thofe that govern'd 10 the ProvlOces, As thus; 

'T w A. ~ a vCly conihnt Cufi:om mPerjia, inthe 
Plfpofalof: Governments, to beilow them for Life· 
an~ fcarze any were dtfpiac'd, unlcfs they had glve~ 
Occ.dion by too f1agran.t Acts of Injuihce, or unlcfs 
It was to promote rhem to more confiderable Stations ~ 
[0 that If they had been obhg;d to advance any Sums 
for theu Place~, as 'twas ten to one but they had 
though theIr Expenees were :"'1uch more moderat~ 
than In the Rc!gn of Schab-Hul/em, yet they had not 
the other ExaCtIOns to fear from the Court afterwards 
fave oply when the K111g fcnt tbem the Calaafe, t~ 
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Name they give to the rkh \.Teil: with whic~ the King 
preftnted the Governors of Towns or ProvlDces, as a 
M.ark of his SatisfaCtion with their paft AdmiOlfl:ra
tion, and as a Title \vnich' confirm1d them again in 
their Poil:. To carry thi~ Vefr, fome Officer of the 
CoUrt was generally chofe; whom the Kmg or his Mi
niil:ers had a Mmd to gratify; for they were obhg'd, 
not only to defi·ay the Expences of h is Journey) and 
dunng his Stay, but a110 to make him a confidera
ble Prefent, which was alfo tax'd fometimes at the 
King's Pleafure. But as under the Prcdecdfors of 
Schah-Hu.f!etn the Calaate was· fent but once a Year, and 
generally at the Bcguining of 'the Year, lvhich In Per
jiA takes Date at the Vernal Equmox, thofe Expen-
ees were looked upon as Part of the ordlOary Charge 
annexed to the Office, and could not [erve rlje Go
vernor as a Pretence to oppre[s the People under hiS 

J unfdiaion. But it was not fo under Scbab-l1:.t.f!em; 
the Prefent that was made bue once a Y car unJ::r hiS 
Prcdeccffors being made almoft every Month dunng 
his Reign, and thofe CAlaates, or Royal Vefts, were 
{cnt fo often, that there were Governors who hoail:ed 
they had as many for Ghange, as they h:ld Shirts. 
Neverthelefs they dId no complam ,1.gamfr It j for 
they fourtd their Account in it, becaule by Fa
vour of [hofc extraord1l1ary Prd'enrs, and under 
Colour' of the GratUity which they were obhg'd 
to make to the Officer that brought them, they ral1ed 
ten Times as much upon the Peaple. The Eunuchs 
on their Part found their Advantage in it; for befide~ 
that it gave them an Opportumty to gratify thei~ 
Creatures, without any Expenee to themfelves, by 
procuring them fo lucratlve a Commlffion ~ the ear
tying of the Calaatc ta the Governors, the latter un
derlfood theIr O\Vn Interell: better than te let thofe 
Meff"engers teturn to Court without 10adlOg them 
with rIch Prefems tor thtir Maners, the whole at the 
Expellee of the poor People, who were more and 
·more drain'd by Jobs of t hat kInd fo frequently l'cpeat
td, and were i1111 fmher c:xhauil:cd by the Alterations 

of 
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of Governors, which for Reafons that thall be men· 
tioqed hereafter, became very frequent under the 
Reign of Schah-lhtJItin. 

T HIS may eafily be imagin'd, if it be confidertd 
what the Power of thofe Governbrs was in the Pro
vinces where they commanded, and where they were 
deem'd a~ fo m.lny Sovereigns: For no ioonerdld the 
Advice come of the NominatIon of a (leW Go\'ernor, 
but the chief Men of the PrOVInce met 111 a Body, and 
began by r~gul.lting the Sum whICh W.1S cert:unly to 
be raifed fonhwlth, eithcr for the Charge of the Go
vernor's Reception, wluch they took C,lre to make 
wIth fuch M.lgnificence ,l,) fuould pka[e 111m, or for 
the Prefents whIch ~hey were ohlig'd to nuke m'er anl\ 
~"t!)ove, by [1,e V,title of which he rated the Elteem 
<Ind Regard they h,ld tor his Perlon. For thle; Purpo[c 
they fixed a Sum of three or four thoufaml Tom.tlle; 
to be ru(fed l In cqu.ll ProportlOm, by the private, 
.Men of the Province; and ,1S they who fetrled the 
Sum were the very Men ch,ug'd WIth the A{fcirment~ 
they were fo cUl1l1!ng tb.lt they found l\ieam to gam 
~x Tunes as much by it ThIS was the Method they 
took in all the cxtraOl dinaryGontnbutlOlls which they 
I.('Li upnn the Pec.plc. 

} low burthcnli.ime foe,~cr this Reception of new 
GovClnors \V.lS tathe Provll1cc, ann to private Pea· 
t'r~, it W.lS tolerahle however when it happeo'd but 
fdoom; and tIm perlupe; is one of the Reafons that 
h,ld Il1duced the PrcdecdTors of Schah-Hu(Jem to give 
Gtwcrnments for Lifct and not to change them wlth
Ollt great Reafons, the rather becau[e thofe Alterati-
0115 COUld not he made WIthout t.llung vail: Sumi of 
Money flOm thc Provlllce. . 

T 0 UtJ.dcrftat~d thIS, you mull: know tbat in Pcrjia,. 
though nnQC but the Kmg h~'i a Right to coin Sifver 
Money, the Governor~ of the Pl ovmce have a Right 
to coin Copprl"' And this Mon~y, which is fixea at 
a cerratO value In thc:r Province while they command 
~hcrc, links ODC Half in the Value when they are dif· 

F 4 .~la.cad_ 
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placedt and neller goes for any mQre in the ot~er Pro .. 
v1Oces; to that a -Piece of Copper whIch is wonh 
Ten Pence in the Province where the Governor coPl
pIands wlth whore S~'lmp it was coin'd, is worth but 
Five Pepee in all th(' other Provinces of the Kingdom .; 
and fuffers the filme Abate.ment in hIS own toO, the 
Moment he gIves Place [0 1115 Succdfor, By this 
Means, a Man who goes to Bed at NIght with a Ten
penny Piece in hiS Bl ceches,finds ~ut FIve Pence there 
U} the Morning, If the Governorwas chang'd in the 
Night. Alld It was hardly poffible but thefe Alteratl. 
ons mull olten happen under t1. Pri,ce fo weak as Schah
lIlfJ!ew, led roo by People who, at the fame time that 
they governed 11111l) coulJ not agree with oae ano-
ther \ 

THO S E who have lead the Accounts of Perlia 
know, th:1t there, a'> wen as lU 'I'urke.v, the Princes 
make ure of t \vo Sorts of Eunuchs fome black and 
other~ white, that the fir11: are for tile Guards of the 
Women in the J nner-Haram, where they are kept fhut 
up; and t he others to attend the KlOg, or for the 
Guard of the Pnnces of the Royal Blood, 111 a par
ticular H,lram fcparatc trom that ot the Women. 

THE Council of the 11j,muchs, winch Sc/;ah~Huf
fein hadform'd, afrcnhcExampleof hlsPredeceffor~ 
and ~o whom he had left a greater Share of Empire 
and ~uthonty than they had 10 the preccdlOg Reign1 
confi fred of the ChIcf of thcfe two Sorts of Eunuchs, 
who havl11g equally contributed to place Schah-HIIl
[em upon the Throne, equally lharcd in hIS Acknow .. 
ledgment. No wonder that the Eunuchs of thefe 
two Sorts did not agree. TlJe very DIfference ofcheir 
f:omplexions was enough to found :l natural Ant;pa-: 
thy between the two Parties ~ and the Jealoufy of Fa .. 
),ourand Authonty whIch each Party ftrove to gain 
~ver the ocher, was, v aft AddltlOn tQ it. But what 
rendered it more incurable is, that it was founded up· 
fln a Spirit of Fachon which the Kings of Perjia, 
hom Schah-4bas tflC Great, who tirn introduc~ thiS 
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Maxim in Government, thou8ht it was Policy to 
keep up, not only between the Eunucl1s and the Gran
dees of the Court, but 01110 among all their Sub-
jects. • 

T HIS Prince who afcended the Throne in I f8r. 
and who 15 looked upon .in Perfia as the Rcftorel' of 
the Monarchy, had left to his Succeifors, among the 
moft important Secrets for the ~1amtenance of their 
Authority, that dangerous MaXim, DIVIde & Impera. 
As the Crown had not been long 10 his Family, and as 
he was but the Great G1"cat-Grandfon of Schab-lfmae!, 
tbe firft of the Sopbtes that had ufurp'd it from the an
tient Kings, he was even more upon hiS Guard againft 
hIS SubJeCts than again~ his Neighbours. In order 
to make fure of the one by the Antipathy of the o
ther, he took care to introduce into all the CJtle~ of 
thIS Kingdom, foreign Colonies of fuch Nations as 
were the leaft likely of making Alhances, and whofe 
GCI11US, CharaCter, Humour, Cu/loms, M,mners, 
and Language tOO, were moil: oppofite and incompa
tIble. Out of all thefe dIfferent Nations afI'cmbJcd In 

rhe fame Towns, and obhged to hve under the [arne 
Laws, he found Means, by fowing D1V1fioll among 
them, to form 10 each Town two Factions fo oppofite, 
and fo much EnemIes one to the other, that Peoplo 
ot different States, 10 Arms agamft one another, deJ 
not puih theIr Avtrfion and Enmity farther. 

THE S E two FaCtions, one of which was called 
Pelen/:., and the other Felenk, and whIch were dllhn
~U!Jhed from one aQ,other by the particular Colour 
that each chofe for the Neck-Bands of theIr ~hJrt$, 
were equally diftnhuted mevery Town, where they 
formed, as It were, two ddferent Nations, that had no 
Relation with one another; the one Party not bemg 
able to contraCt Marriage, dr even to eat with the o
ther. Each of thefe FaCtions had their Eftates fepa· 
rate, and fo ~n:llienablc, that whatever happrned, the 
Baufes and Lands appertaining to either of the two 
l'arties, co~ld DO~ devolve to the other. I twas ct'yc-

ci.llly 
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(lially at the Celebration of the famous Feafi of JIo
&en, andHu.f!em, Ali's Son-in-Law, thatthe EnmIty 
of the two Parties broke out in a more remarkable 
manner, by means of fhe Permiffion th~t was then gi
ven them to Flglu. Though they dId It without 
Arms, becaufe they were no~ fuffered to make ure of 
any thing elff; but Stones anq StIcks, it was with fa 
much Fury and 210Qd-fued, that the King was often 
oblIged to employ hIS Guards to fcparate them with 
drawn Swords: And hard wou; It to accomplifu it, e
ven with a Method fo effeCtual, mfomuch that at if
pabanin 1714' they were under a Neceility, before 
they could Ieparate the Combatants, to put above 
Thlee hundred to the Sword o~ the Spot. 'Tis true 
tlmt the SpIrit of SupedhtlO11 contributeq not a little 
to keep up and aggravate the Animofityof the two 
Parties; for they who happeQ'd to fa,l in Battles of 
thiS Nature, were looked upo,n as Martyrs. Inti-ead 
~f pitying them they were cnvy'd, and People were 
very fcrupulous of having fo mueh as a Thought of 
revengll1g a Death, w hleh proved to them 10 the N a
ture ot- an Apothcofis. When the B.mle was ov~r, 
each Facl:ion carefully \ took up, the Bodies of 
theirrefpettive Party, which h,ad the H.lppmefs~ ac .. 
cording to them, to faU a Sacnfice to fo holy a Solem
nity; and they were buried WIth all the Pomp and Ve-, 
neration that feem.ed due to Perr011S that were looked 
upon ~s the Friends and Vavoumes of th,e great Pro
phet All. 

T HIS mafracring Fcafr of HujJem was celebrated 
with the fame Pomp, and the fame Dlforders in aU the 
Towns of Perfia. The Governors prcfide at them, 
fUllounded with thell' Guards, whlch they alfo em-' 
ploy'd to feparate the COI;nbatants, when their pro~ 
ceedlOg to Blows forced them to It. N otwithHan,,: 
dmg the Confufion and Trouble which fuch a fort of 
CIVIl \Var mull: occafion, the Houfes on both SIdes 
were fccured from Plunder j .md If it happened that 

any 
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;oyone was broke open, thofe of the oppo.(ite P.trty 
were fined in great Sums, to make good t1le D.tffi.lge", 
&~ , 
- SCHAH-ADAS the Great wIto had dhbli{bcd thore. 

Cuil:oms, was fenfible that thef(: wqs IlOthing more 
proper to keep up in every ~iry tn~ ~nimQfity of the 
two Facbons into whIch It was divIded ~ .aqd uroll 
whore Antip.l.thy he founded the Sccmity of the 
Throne more than uron any tilIng eIfe; and I[ muir be 
confeffed tha~ how ih.1.nge loever his Policy .lppe.lred 
in thIS RefpeLt, It always had the EffeCt he propofed, 
which was to hinder any Town fi-om riling 11na111-
moufl y 111 Rebellion agalldt t he Prince. Th l11gs were 
fo man,1.gcd, th.lt the two F,lctlOl1S in e,lch TOWIl were 
as il:lOng one as the o'ther) and equ:tlly incenfcd wlth 
one anDrher. The]!" CpJldren fuck'p with tnCJr very 
Mllk an A verGon, or Llther an Abhorrence for every 
thmg thilt bclongeJ to the contrary Party. The con
tinual and dercrm1l1.lte Reu)lunon to .WOld ,111 i\lJ.oncr 
of De.lllOgs wnh one another, and every SIJ.loOW of 
Rcl.ttlOn and Affinity Ih.lt mIght tend 11l the lcJ.il: to 
hnng them .~cquaintcJ) 0~11y lcrved to fomcllt that 
Horror, and to fortify It by la Habit. A mutlul D11:' 
fidcnce kept each Party·to their DUlY, and neither 
of the two dared to tlLr for fear of gIving Ad
vanugc to the other, whit h, whel1 fupporteo by the 
Force'"' and Authority of the Government, could not 
fall of gaming the Afcend,U1t. 

T HIS Wall of Scp.1ratlOl1CreCted by Scbah-Ab.u 
in all Parts of the Kingdom, .lnd caretully kept lip 
oy the Skill ::1.l1d Vigilance of the GOYClI1OlS, had 
more Force and Viltue towards n1.lllltJ.lI1l11g the PeaC"e 
of the Clties and PrOYlOCCS, th.m the moil numerous 
Garn(ons could have h,ld j fl.) tlut from the Tune of 
S.hah-Abas, to the Tr0u'Jles of the latter Tlmc~ 
there was not one Town tidt dikovered fo much as a 
Thought of revolting; and If the (.unc Pulley Iud 
been cibferved at CantJ .... J).'lY, :1S 111 the other Govern
inents of the Kingdom, 'tis llot to be doubted but it 

would 
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would have removed all Pretence for that Rebelhon 
which was the Caufe or the late Revolution. 

W HEN Schah-Ahas the Great took that City, hIS 

firft Care was to eftabhlh two ddferent F."lchons 10 It, 
and to keep them up by the fame Methods whIch he 
made ure of in the other Tpwns of his Monarchy. 
But the City being retaken by the Mogul, under the 
Reign of Scbah-Se/i, Grandfon and Succef[or to 
Schah-AbtH, the Cuftoms whJch the latter had efta
bldhed there, vanifhed by Degrees, and weI e aboltilied 
by Non-urage: And though Schah-Abas II. Son and 
Succeffor to Schah-Stji, reconquered it afterwards, yet 
either from a fort of Regard for a Frontler Town, 
which they had a Mind to fpare, or from t he Indolence 
of the Muufi:ers, they neglected to reVIve the {arne 
Seed1> of Difcord, and the fame PraC:bce~ which 
Sch.b Abas II. had cftabhfhed there when he con
quered it; aN cgligence whIch It was not forefeen, 
would have been attended wIth Confcquences fo fatal, 
and which, as was afterwards proved, coft the Race 
of the Sophies the Lo(~ of the Throne. 

THE fomenting of thefe ciVIl Difcords was one of 
that kind of EnglOcs whkh requtre skilful Hands t() 
maJl2gethcm,and which caufc as much Dlforderwhen 
they come to fall in Pieces, and to be entangled by 
the Folly or Luke·warrnnels of thore who have the 
Direetion of them, as they do Good in a State when 
they are well conducted, and their Spnngs kept in 
goOd Repair 0 ThiS was the very Cafe in the Reign of 
JOch.b-Hu1lein, durmg wlllch thofedo\llC!hck Ammo
fities between the InhabItants ot one and the fame 
Town, bemg no longer moderated by an Authonty 
il:rong enough to keep them witlun due Bound~ 
fluickly broke out 111to open Wars. The two Par
ties did not attack one another now with Stones and 
Clubs, but wIth martial Arms ~ and, upon fome Oc
cafioos) Matters were puilied fo far, that afteragreat 
deal of Blood fpilt, they were obliged to fend for 
T ro?ps on Purpofe from theNtighbouring Prov~ 

an 
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in order to force the CombJ.ta.nts on both SideHo part, 
and to reftore Peace. Thefe Outrages were the more 
frequent, becaufe the Governors of [he Towns, who 
found their Account in it, contnbuted to them; and, 
afrer having fecretly kindled the Flame by Means of 
their Emllfaries, who fer. them together by the Ears, 
they made a Handle of It to condemn each Parry to a 
great Fme, which they put in their own Pockets. 

THE fame Spirit ot Dilcord and Antipathy raged 
in (he Country, as 10 the City; and 'tis certain, lU

deed, chat when fuch Dlvilions are well mmaged, a 
Prince is fure to find in one Half of hiS Sub.le8:s a good 
Safeguard agalnft the Emerprizes of the other. But, 
on the other Hand, when this Policy IS camcd too far, 
it deprives him of the Service of t~ofc Forces wilich 
would undoubtedly be a great Afltfl:ance to him, if 
their mutual Ammolitv did not hmder their .Laing in 
Concert. Schah-Hujfein fadly experienced tIllS du
nng the Siege of /fpahan· Some Leagues irom that 
City there were two very brave N 4tions, WllO lived 
under T~l1ts, after the Manner of the T.vlars, 'iJiz. 
the Lor411ZS, and the Bachttlari'ans. Each of them 
was anle to raifc an Army of 2.0000 Men, one ofwhicfl 
was fufficIC:nt to force tht: Rebels to ralfc the Siege. 
But bccaufccach Almy wasdlviJed 1l1to two FJ.c.tions, 
lIke the rei1 of the Kingdom, and becaufe t:".ich of 
thofe FaCtions was for depnvIllg the other of the Ho
nour that might accrue to it of having delivered the 
Capital, they could never agree to make War toge
ther; (0 that chIS Army, whIch, if they had been u
llIted and acted 1Il Concert, would have infallibly de
feated the Rebels, and Caved the KIllg and the Capital, 
was ddeated Itrelf, and put to flIght, becJ.ufe they 
\Vere divided mto two Bodies, wha.h aeting leparate
Iyand independently on cae" other, were too weAk a
pan to make Head agamft an Enemy eqLW in Valour, 
~nd much fuperior in Number. 
Suc~, therefore, was the Conftitution of tho 

Gove~t l'(lPllf~ wbich was only fupported by 
an 
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~n exact: Equilzbriltm between the Parties. The Spirit 
of Dlvifion wa~ th~rC111 fa generally propagated, tha~ 
there was not .t !Ingle Man bur was of one or othet 
F,lction. From hence 'tis cafy to imagirte what Havock 
it made at (he Court, that IS to Tay; in a Country 
where the Spirit of FaCtion was alWays kept up, when 
it waS b.miihed from the rcil: of the World. Indeed it 
~id not break out there, as it did among the Common 
People, in lnfulls, Quarrels, and Scuffles; but At
tacks are not the lefs vIgorous and dangerous for being 
filent artd crafty. There were alway~ two Factions at 
Court in the Reigns of Schah-Hu.f!etn's Preaeceifors, as 
well as 111 hIS Time; but the Dl[orders they occafioned 
WCle not the [:trrie by much, as they were at the Court 
of Schah-Hu.f!ein. As thofe Princes governed by them
felves; and as they khew how to 1b1ke a Terror, their 
Authonty kept both P artics in Awe; and if any Storm 
was formed totheUrhbrageof theThrone, aRegard 
fonhe Sovereign quickly dlfperied It. But It \vas not 
fa in the Rcig11 of Scbah·Hu.!lem, who was a Prince 
formed rather fdr Obedience than Command, too fim~ 
pIc to difcover the Artifices of thofe who wete about 
him, and too weak to defend himfelf againfi them, it 
ne h.td known thelt Defigrls. The Eunuchs, whore 
Authonty, though it was great fo early as the latter 
TImes of his PrcdeceiTor Schah-S()~yman, was always 
checked by the Fe:tr of dlfpleaftng a King, who In 

the Choice of his Mlmil:crs, defigned they ihould be 
110 more than Mmifters, were not under the fame Re-
11rcl.mt in the Reign of Scbah-Hu.f!ein his Son :lnd Suc
('c{[or: And beiIl'g inveil:ed with a Power which made 
rhemlike [0 m;Lny Kings, they could have defired no
thlllg more, if they could but have agteed together. 
nut It \V.1S a Thing impo$ble, confiaering the inve
ttr,lte Anup.lthy which there was between the \Vhite 
Eunuchs and the Black ones, and whIch the Kings of 
Perjia .'1.11 along m:lde it a Maxim in Politicks to Keep 
up and foment. Schah-Hu.f!ein Mt able to keep a Bar,,: 
!.tllee bet" cen the two Parries, to whom h!! hail egual 
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Obligation, and to whom he was under equ~1 Subje~ 
crion, gave Ear by Turns to both, and each 10 Turn 
was obhg'd to fubmit, from whence arofe thofe fre
quent Alterations which were 'made in the Govern
ments, in tho Command of the Armies, and in the 
principal and moil important Pla.ces ot tbe King
dom. 

THE Eunuchs of the two Complexion~ agreed 
only in one Thing, which was to have the Manage~ 
mcnt of all Aftams, exclufive of all other Perfons. 
But beyond this, eaLh of thefe Cafl:s had their ,reparate 
Views aAd particular Creatures, which each Party en
deavour'd to advance, as well to make a Shew of thelf 
Credit, as to fupport their Fortune. And as there was 
no Preferment to be got, but through the Canlll of 
thofe almighty Minifl:ers and Dlfpenfers of all Favours, 
there was a Neceffity of adherIng to either the White 
or Black Eunuchs, of whofe two Fafrions, by ne
celTary Confequencc; the whole Court confifted. 
When either of the two Parties had procur'd a Go
vernment for one of their Creatures, the contraryParty 
prp(ently fet all Engines at Work to remove him, ana 
to put one of them in hisJ?lace; and It being always 
more cafy to do Hurt: than Good. efpecially under a 
weak Prince, the End was obtain'd with little or no 
Difficulty. But the new Subftitute was no fooner in 
Place, than he was expos'd to the fame Shocks, and 
immediately demolifh'd. Confequently every Gover
nor who judped what might come to pafs from what 
had happen'u, and who by the fpeedy Removal of his 
Predeceifor, was warned that his own was at hand, 
left no Time, but haften'd to fill his Purfe, that he 
might have wherewithal to purchafe a new Place, or 
to defend himfelf againft any Profecution he had to ap..: 
prehend for his Oppreffions, t.he whole at the Ex~ence 
of the pOOl' People, who were fleeced in all RefpeCts 
by thole too frequent AlteratIOns, as h~ been already 
bbfery'd. 

TH'~ 
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THE fAme thing was done, but wlth much greater 
Prejudice to the State, wIth Re[pe~ to the Command 
of the Armies: A General Cway'd by el ther of the twd 
Facbons, was no foo.qer fet out upon ~,ny Expedition1 
but the other did aU they could to retIder it abortlve ~ 
the Troops were never 10 the Condition they fhould 
be, neither for Number nor ~ahty, or el(e they dld 
not al nvc Coon enough 10 the FIeld: Ammunition or 
ProvI1iolls were ~lways wanting, infomuch that an 
Army, which was already half rum'd by Scarcity and 
the \Vant of the greatcft Necelfanes, did not },old out 
ag:1.lnil: an Enemy tar infenor in Number ~ and to thIS 
was owmg the RUlll of feveral flourdhing Armies 10 

the Relgn of Scbah-IIu.ffem, whIch wcrc cut m Pieces 
with thclr GCQerals In the Wars wluch the State had 
eng.lg'd 10 agalnft the Lefgians and Aghvans. Nothing 
perhaps C01ltllbuted more than this III ConduCt to draw 
the latter to l(pabart, of which they at Iait: made thcm
felves M.lfters. W hat is moil: deplor .1ble in all thiS, is, 
that notwithftanding the Defol.1tlOll over the whole 
Kingdom from Loffc~, fo confiderable, none bOI e aPart 
in It. but the Adherents .of the Eunuchs, who h.ld 
cfpoufed the routed Gener,ll, while thofe of the C-)I1-
tr.1ry Party tnumph'd in the pubhck Calamity, of 
WhlCh they had under hand been the firft Movers: 
They dId no\ value the Death of ,0000 Men j the 
PreJudIce th~oppofite Factron receiv'd by filch a 
F.attl')n, nude them eafy, whlle the whole Kingdom 
fuffer'd by it j and when an able experienc'd General 
dropp'd, they confidcr'd It milo other View, than as 
the LoCs of an Enemy that made Way for one of their 
Clcatures. Thus did thefe Halves of Men infolently 
fpoJ t with the Fortune of the Grandees; the Lives of 
private Men, and tbe Forces of all the State. 

'T J S furprizing that the Grandees of the Kingdom 
could fu1f"er under fuch bafe Tyranny, without repi
ning, and that they did not exert all the Credit and 
Authority which they might derive fTom their Birth 
n~ Sernccs to fet tbemfelves fr~; but the Seeds pi 
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Jealoufy and Ditcord which the Eunuchs had had the 
Policy to propa~e in the moft confiderable and molt 
potent FamilIes, by fetting Brothers agamft Brothers, 
had put them out of a Condi)ion to undertake any 
thmg. This they did with ~ard to Allmerdam-Kafl; 
the greateft Capum of mat Tlrnc in PCffia~ and the 
only one perhaps that was capable to hinder the Revo
lution, as he would tnfalhbly have done; if: his Projects 
had not been thwarted. The Power, Abihties, and 
great Reputation of that Nobleman giving them Urn .. 
Drage, they fet his own Brother upon his Back; and 
under rome Pretence, or other, which Mmtiters are 
never at a Lofs for to ruin whom they pleafe, they 
turn'd him out of hIS Government, which he held in 
the fame Nature as a Princip.liIty hereditary in hi~ Fa~ 
ruJly; and aiter havmg bal11fu'd hIm to Kyrman, they 
put hiS Brother in his Place. They made ufe of the 
fame Artifice agamit the Princes of Gcngea and Georf.la. 
by overturning the antient Order of Succeffion in their 
Families. When the Anceflors of thofe Pnnces, 
whom Schah-Abas the Great fubdued more by Cunning 
than Strength, confented tp become Valfal5 to tho 
Crown, It was on CondItIon that theitPrmcipalitiei 
fuould always remain hereditary 10 theIr FamIly: And 
though generallyfpeakmg; the King of PerfiA had iii 
in hiS Power to chufe out of the Pnnces of one and the 
fame FamIly, whIch foever he pleafed to be Governor 
in Chief, It was always the conft.\nt PraCtice under 
Schah-HujJein's Predece{[ors, to conform in that Point', 
to the Order of Nature, and to give the Preference to 
the Elder, exclufive of the Younger. The Eunuchs 
under S,hah-Huffiin had no Regard to this Cutl:om, 
but having it only in their V lew to divIde and embroil 
FamilIes, from aJealoufy of .their Grandeur and IotC<' 
relt, they chofe which foever of the Family they 
thought Bt, to inveft him with the Principajity, by 
preferring the Younger in Contempt of the Elder. 
ThIs irregular CondU8:, which made a Divifion in 
t1bofe pt Families, and· fet the Brodlm copher D1 
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the Ears, turn'd to the Prejudice of the State. They 
employ'd thofe Forces to make W ~jth one aoother, 
which might have been ufefully em?loy'd againft the 
Enemies of the Kinr,dom; nay, often one of the 
Parnes held Intellige~ with them, and under-ha.nd 
affifted them; fo tnat UpOfl a certam Occafion, when 
the Prmce of Gengea commanded the PerJian Army 
~gainft the Le./ktans upon the Frontiers of tbe Kmg
dam, he had lIke to have !allen into the Enemy's 
Hands, through theTreachery of his Brother, whom 
they had unjulUy dlfpoffefs'd of his Principality; For 
Wachtanga was the only Pnnce of the Family of the 
Prmces of Geot !,Ia, who, wIth regard to thIS arbitrary 
Dlfpofal of the PrmcipalIties, which the Eunuchs 
b.~d imroduc'd, was Proof againft the general Temp
tation; for the Pnnclpahty havmg been oiftred to hIm 
to the PrejudIce of hIS elder Brother, he generoufly 
l'efufcd it from a Sentiment of Equity, faying, That If 
God had been wi/1m!, be jhould ha""e beenPrince of Georgia, 
he would bave font Imn mt~ tbe World before hIS Brother, 
10 who!1l the Prmclpaltt.,r nghtfully belong'd as 1m elder 
Brotber, and who could ~ot be deprzved of It wttbout In
Jujl:ce. 

'T I S natural to imagin~ from the Manner of giving 
away Governments m the Reign of Scbah-Hu.tfrin, 
al1d by the frequent Changes owmg to the Intrigues 
or' the two oppofite FactIons of the White and Black 
Eunuchs, that the People had a ~reat deal to fuffer un
der Governors who regarded their Pofr no more than a 
Place to bait at, made It more their Study to pillage 
the CIties and Provlllces, than to keep up good Order ~ 
~nd thIS they dId WIth the lefs Cautlon al1d Referve, 
becau[c they were very fcnfible that they might do it 
WIth Impul1lty. . 

S C H A H-H u SSE I N was born with a Difpofition, 
whlCh was kind, and an Enemy to all manner of Vio
lence; ThIS Temper of hIS, in which there was as 
~reat a Mixture of Fear and Folly, as of true Huma
UIty, required a wlie CorreCtive in a Prince ofhis Cha-

-ratter. 
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raCter. It hap~'d, on the contrary, that it was 
even made worfi y the fdfiih Infinuations of the Eu
nuchs that gove ed him; and who by horrIbly repre
fenting to hun cen in Inftances of Severity, of which 
fome of his PlcGece{fors had peen guilty, render'd 
him incapable of confentin~any Severity, though 
never fo moderate or nece{f;1ry. 

NOT H I N G is more proper to chara8:eriCe this 
Prince, and to iliew what Notion he had of Clemen
cy, than a Paa-age I am going to mentIOn, of which 
the whole Court was wltnefs. In the Gardens of his 
Palace there was a Pond, on which a great Number of 
Ducks was always fwimmin~. Schah-Huffim took a 
Pleafure {ometlmes to fire Ius Piftol over the Pond, 
not to kurt, but only to frighten them. It happened 
one Day unluckily and undefignedly, that one at thofc 
Shots wounded fome of the Ducks; at which he him
felf was as much ternfied as if he had really commmed 
Murder, and made the fame Exclamation as is cuno
mary 10 Perjia upon the fhedd10g of human Blood, by 
faY1Og, Kanluoldum, i. e. I am polluted With Blood. 
and that very Tnllant he caured two hundred Tomans 
to be given to the Poor, as aI,l Atonement for what he 
thought a great Sm. 

A Prince who was fo teneer confcienc'd in the Point 
of woundmg a few Ducks, was very loth to gIve his 
ConCent to tlie ihedding of human Blood, though as 
a Punifument of the greaten Crimes: And for twenty 
Years, and more, that hIS Reign had lafted, he never 
pafs'd one Sentence of Death, and confequently never 
put on the Red Habit, which was the fpeclfick Colour 
the Kings of Perfia wore when they were to pronouncc 
any Sentence of Death. 

THE Eunuchs found a two-fold Advantage in 
that boundlefS Clemeney, with which they haQ mfpir'd 
Schah-HuJ!ein; iirft of aU; becaufe it fecur'd their 
own Heads upon their Shoulders; fecondly, becaute 
contrary to the Principles of good Government which 
the Great Srbah-A.s had effabllih'd, and contrary to 
J a~ ~ 
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the Practice of the Kings of Perfia, Jhey had reduc'd 
~l the Pains, even 10 the mof\: pu~able Crimei, to 
Forfeitures and Fines, which they had the Cunning, 
as we fua11 now ob(c:rve, to convert to their own 
Profit. 

BE FOR E Schah-Hu./foin's Reign. nothing was 
more unufual in the Pumfument of tne Grandees, th,m 
the Forfeiture of Eftates. Their Heads paid for thcir 
Gmlt, but the Eftates remain'd in the Families, who 
by that Means always [upported themfelves, and wcre 
In a Condition to fill the great Pofts, and to ferve the 
Pnncc with Digmty. In this they conform'd to the 
MaxIms of the great Schab-Abas, who among the po
litical PnnCIples he left to hIS SuccefTors, recommend
ed this in particular, that they ought to punifu the 
Gre,lt and the RIch with corporal Pains, and, on the 
contrary, the Vulgar and the Poor with pecuniary 
I,'mes. He made tfils Maxim his Foundation, that the 
former bemg pofTelft>d of great Efrates, were more 
affeeted by corporal Puni1hment than by the Di ninu
tlOn of theIr Wealth; whereas the latter, who a
bounded in nothing, w,ould be affeCted more by the 
leail: pecuniary Fme, than by bodily Pains A nd under 
the ReIgns of that Prmce, and his Succeff'ors, to the 
hit who was dethron'd, when a great Man was guilty 
of any Fault that did not deferve Death, he was con
demned to receive a certam Number of Blows upon 
the Soals of his Feet; a Puniiliment fa fevere, that 
hJmeumes they died of It, or atleaft were not able for 
ill lon~ whIle to fet their Feet upon the Ground. The 
Contequence wa~, that the Fear of thiS PUOlfhment 
for F .lults that were not capital, and the Apprehenfion 
of fuffcnng Death for thofe that were, kept the chief 
Officers of the Court, the Governors of the Towns 
and Provinces, and even the inferior MagiLtrates, in 
Awe, becaufe tlley were certain that the flighteft A
bufe whieh they fuould make of the Authority they 
were truited wlth, would be feverely punHhcdin their 
~erioQi. 

THK 
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T R E falfe Nption of Clemency., with which the 

EunucHs infpIr"'d-,Schah-Hujem, buried thofe wife 
Maxims in Obhvion, -and changed the Sentences oE 
Death lOto ForfeIture of Efiays, and corporal Pu
ruilimenrs lIlrO pccunJary-Fmt:s, to the Advantage of 
thofe avaritlOus Muufierc;, 'who abufing the Simplicity 
of their Maficr, and the tImo] ous Piery which he ex
ercIfcd In his ReligIOn, made him fCrupnlous of ad ... 
mittlng into hIs own Treafi.m. thofc FlOes and Forfei
tures whIch they reprefented to him as the Fruits of 
I11lqUlty, and which they made no Scruple to receive 
from hIS Hands, as a Gratuity for themfelves, their 
Adherents, and Crealulcs. 

A S Fear only is the mofl: effectual Motive to keep 
Mtn in their Duty, efpecially among People over 
whore ConduCt the PnncIplcs of Rehgion and Mo
rahty h,we but {jnall Influence, it was hardly poffiblc 
but the Affurance of Impumty mufi: relax all the 
Spnngs of Government. Confequently all that were 
in Authonty in the Towns and Provinces, only made 
ufe of It to fatI'ify theIr mfatiable Av.mce. Betng per
fuaded that they had nothmg to fear, provIded they 
had wherewlthal to feed th~ir Protectors, and that the 
worft they could undergo, would be to refund Part of 
what they had robb'd, they took care to plundere. 
nough, that they might be in a Cundition to lIve at 
theIr Eafe, even atter they had p:ud great FlOes; fo 
that all they minded, was to invent and put 10 Prac ... 
tlce new Tncks every Day to obtam thell' Ends. 

Tit E Tnbutes m Perfia are very moderate, and, as 
every one knows what he is to pay, the Recovery of 
it is not dlfficult nor burthenfome to private Perfons. 
Every Town or Village, for Inftance, is :i.{lelf'ed to 
pay a certam fixed Sum whIch frands, as it were, for 
the Capital of what it is to pay; but the cafual and in .. 
direCt Extonions always far exceed theCapltai j which 
will appear more plain from what f.)llows 

I N the Pnnclpality of Gengea there's a Town C~I 
#iiling of two hWldred Armenian FamilIes. This 

G ~ Tow. 
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Town is Part of t~ Appennage oC-tbe King's Mtr 
ther, towhom it pays 1ifty Tomans, or three thou
rand Livrcs. It hapNned forne Years ago, that In 

one Week only a Fmc oC three hundred Tomans, or 
eighteen thoufand Livres, was paid by fome of the 
prmcipal Townfmen. Tlus IS a Faa, of which the 
Author who furmfhed the chief MemolTS of this 
Htilory was a W itnefs. 

ON F. of the Prmces of Geot'gia enjoys five Towns, 
or V lllages, which the K 109 of PerJia mortgaged to 
hIm 10 Hyt'cania; and which brings him 10 a Revenue 
of forty-five T omans, or fcventeen hundred Llvres. 
There's a fort of Intendant called Deroga, who has 
Junfdlaion overthofe five Towm, ana whofe BuG
nefs 15 not only to raife that Sum, but alfo to do J uftice, 
and to prevent the DI[orders and <lEarrels whIch of
ten anfe with the Inhabitants of the adjacent Towns, 
eithcr upon Accounr of Water, which is very fcarce 
in Perjia, or on Account of the Pafture, which eve
ry one (hfputes to that Degree that fometimes they 
proceed to Blows Tl11~ Deroga has twenty Guards, 
whom he is obhged to maintam at his own Ch:lrg<>. 
Befides the Tnbute of forty-five Tomans which he 
levies upon the five Towns of his JunfdlCtion, he is 
alfo obhged to furmlh forty-five more under Colour 
ot a Free-GIft, to keep hlmfelf in his Poft 1 and 
though he has no other Eilate but the F1I1cs, of whtch 
he 1S even obliged to give one Half to his princIpal 
Patron, he finds 111 the other Half of thofe Fines 
not only enough to dlfcharge his Free-Glft, to pay his 
twenty Guards, and to maintain himfelf 111 Plenty, 
but alfo to enrich himfe1f. As thefe Fmes are arbitra
ry, there's Cau[e to believe that thefe fort of Judges, 
who profit by them, always extend them to the hlgh .. 
eft PitdJ. 

OF this we may judge by another Faa, of which 
li'Y Author was Witne1s. In a Town named .AkUJI, 
one of the moft confiderable that the Armenians potTers 
in Pu/ia, th¢ Deroga that commanded there perceI-

v1ll8 
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ving a private M:t,n's Afs, who lived there, browzing 
in hIS Neighbour's Vineyard, fined the Owner ot the 
Afs fifty Crowns. "'C.he Owner of the V mcyard ask
ing Pardon for his Neighbour, by reprefcntmg that 
he did not take Offence at +!:; and that 111 order tQ 
keep up a good Underihndmg, and Friend1bip a~ 
mong N cighbolHs, they did nor ta1..e it amIls if any 
one's Afs happened to {hay into a Neighbour's Vine,.. 
yard; the WIle Deroga upon this Repre[cntatioA con
demned the Owner of die Vmeyard to the Cline Fmc 
of fifty Crowns; and then told them both, that it 
was to teach them how to keep what they had. 

BUT no wond.cr that a Det~ga of a VIllage ihould 
tli.ke that Liberty to opprefs the People after thatMan .. 
ner In a Corner of a Province, when the Deroga of 
I(pahan Itfelf, m the Capital, and under the Nofe of 
the Kmg, launches out mte Enormltles that are ihll 
more flagrant. One of the chIef FunCtions of thIS 
Magtfl:rate was to take care of the SecurIty of the 
City, efpecially agamfi: Night-Robbers; 111 whicll 
re(pecr thls mutl be iald inJu1hceto him, that he was 
fuch an Enemy to them, tqat, Thanks to his Care 
and VIgilance, there was not"one who efcaped him. 
nut mH:ead of profec.utmgthem when they were ta
ken, he only' oblIged them to raniom themfelves like 
};)niooers ot War, and was fo eXLcedmg CIvil to them t 

that wRen he found any of them not in a CoudAtion to 
redeem theIr LIberty, he had the Chanty to let them 
out ef PnCon in the Night-time to commit fi·efh Rob
beries; which they did with the greater Security, 
becaufe fuch as were [uppo[ed to be in Pnfon, and who 
adually came thlther for fuelter, as foon a'i they had 
robbed, were far from being fu[pecred ; [0 that by 
the Means of a fecond Robbery they {ccured them
fcIves from the Punifumeot they had deferved for the 
firft. ' What I have now mentioned was publickly 
known to every Body at IjpiWan, not long before the 
CIty was bdiegcd. 
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AND while I a~ upon the Arti~l~ Qf t~is Magi

fuate, I cannot omIt a Cecond Tnck of hll>, which 
will appear to be as flagrant as ~~ former. An .Ar., 
pttnian gC'ing to him for Juftice againft a Night-Rob, 
ber who bmke open his }:loufe, the Deroga commit
ted the Thief to Prifon, order'd the Goods he hJ.c\ 
Holen to be brought home to his Houfe, and then 
faid to the inJured Party, that, if he expected any 
Juil:ice, he muil: prove the Theft to him by EVldence~ 
and that the Goods fo robbed dId appertam to hIm. 
The 4rmenian, who was afraid of fome foul Play tro~ 
that ftr.ll1ge Judge, thought the ihorteil: Way woulcl 
be to compouna wIth the Thief himfelf, and to en-

~
age him, on gIving him up Part of the Goods which 
e nad ftolcn, to confers the Theft before the Deroga. 
he Thief confented to the whole, and confeffed the 

Robbery in Prdence of the Judge. The Armtlvan, 
who thought the Affair was determined by the Con
feilion of the Delmqucnt, clccordmg to Law, was 
"Very far ot)t in hIS Reckoni ng, for the Deroga turmng 
lowards him in a very cold Manner, [aId, What! 
/lave you no better IYitn{[s t, produce .-han tbts P .d 
Rogue! a Thief! rou wlUld have me take 1m E'l.Jldence ? 
Go, Fmnd, bring me. WttnelJfTis of CredIt, WitnejJes tht!lt 
Me unexceptionable, MuJ!ulmen, and not Armenians, and 
'lh,n j'lIhear you. Thus was Juftlcedlfpenfedat IJPa
hall in the ReIgn of Schah-Hu.J1em; and by the MaIl· 
ner that the chlef Magiftrate of the Capital conduct
ed himfelf 111 thIS Refpect under the N ofc of the King, 
in the Sight of his Miniil:cfS, and to every Body's 
l<nowledge, one may judge how It far'd in the P.ro-
finces. ' 

ONE of ~he Diforders that was moil: cotDplained 
of, and which was not [0 tolerable becau[e it had not 
\>een fa cuftomary, was, 'I do not only fay the Neglet§ 
of ~he Governors, with Re[pecr to the Safety at th~ 
R.oads, but alfo the pitrrial Connivance they gave [~ 
\;h! HIghwaymen that infefted them, and with whom 
.f¥Y divided the Boo~y. There's not a Country in thCi 
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World where the Roads were as fccure as they were 
in Perjia, before the Reign of Scbah-Hulletn; They 
muil: thank Scbah-~ the Great for It, whom I a~ 
often obliged to quote, becau[e Pet {ta owes what 1& 

excellent lU her civil GO"Ve!'nment to thofe wife Re
gula.tions; and would not h,\V.e fallen i?to the Defola
tion {he labours under at thIs Day, It {he had not 
devIated from thf'm, 

T H A. T great Prince, who knew that Trade is the 
'Vealth of a Kmgdom, and that nothing WJ..~ more 
effectual to bring foreign Merchants into the Coun
try, than to [ecure them from all Manner of luiult 
and Surpnze 111 their V oyages, or J ourmes, had efb
bhfhed fo good an Order with relatIOn to that 10 Ius 
Drnmmons, tpat People might travel there with as 
much Safety as they do at Noon-Day in the moil: ci. 
viII zed Towns of Europe. Guards were po lied at pro
per Diftances upon all the great Roads for that Pur
pore, which, without bemg chargeable to the Go
vernment, were malOtained out of very moderate 
DutIes which they levIed upon every Load, and in 
Propor.t:ion to the Load, that is to fay, fomcwhat 
more for a Camel's Load than for that of a Horre.: 
'VhlCh Duty was called R4dme, and the Guards .Ra
ders. They never committed any Robberies by main 
Force or Violence; but when~ nOlwithfrandmg the 
V Igllance of the Raders, any was committed fecrct
ly, and by Surpnze, the Governor of the Town, in 
whofe Difrna: the Robbery happened, was ohli~cd to 
mak~ g~od the Merchant's Lots, at the Rate tpeci
lied 10 hIS Book of Acc~mpts,including the Money he 
had paid, both for Purchafe and Cufroms. As for the 
Robbers, conCtdering how the R~ders, or Patrols, 
were pafted, that is to fay, lQ, Places through which 
there was a Neceffity for thelll to pafs, it was almoft 
impoilible for them to efcape; and when they w~rc 
once taken, they ~d nQ Mercy to exped. They 
\Vcre put to Death by very cruel Tortures, as may be' 
~ in T4'ZJ:rtJilt", J;.JP, .". C.,. 13. wnQ mentions 
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three or four dlffercmt Kinds of it, the leaft of which 
ilrikes Horror. 

T H I ~ Policy fo wifely eftahl~ed by Schah-Abas, 
was always kept up without Intermiffion under hIS 
Succe{fors, as we are a{ffired'by the fame'l'avernier, 
who travelled in PerJia m the'Relgn of Schab-Solyman, 
who was Schab-Huffiin's Predeceffor. He fays in one 
Place, Lib. 1. Cap. 4- that the Roads there were fo 
feettre that they had no need to rendezvous, or travel 
in Caravans and Compames; and, as to the Obltgati
on the Governors ot the Places were under to reim
burfe the Merchants what they had been robbed of, 
nothing can be a bettel Proof that it was fubfiftmg e
ven at that Time in its utmoft Rlgour, than a Story 
which Tavernzer tells of himfelf, Ltb. v. Cap. 13. 
concerning two Bales that he W1S robbed of. The 
Governor of the CIty where the Robbery was com
mitted, paid him on the ('redlt of his Book and 
Vouchers, 14CO Plaftres, whleh were hIS Demanrl, 
that is to fay, abcve four thoufand Livres; and that 
with fo good a Grace, that after he had paId him, 
he ltkewife made hIm a 'Prefent of \Vlije jUld Provi
fions. 

I T was no longer fo in the Reign of S CbAh-Huffiin, 
and nothmg, perhaps, is a fuller IndicatlOn to what a 
Degree the Government was degenerat~d and we~ .. 
ken'd under that Prince, than the Highway-Robbe
ries, which were not only tolerated, but alfo encou
rag'd, and in a manner authonzed. The Caravans 
dId not dare to ftop any longer m the Villa.ges, but 
chofe rather to encamp under Tents, becaUle of the 
DIfficulty ot avolding the Ambufues of the Peafants ~ 
And they were oblIged to keep conftant Guard, and 
to watch every M an in .their Turn. Yet, notwith-
1b.ndlllgall their VIgilance and Precaution, it was not 
poffible totally to efeape out of the Hands of People, 
who refined ~very Day in a CaUingwhich was their 
_cap1tal LivelIhood. The very Mothers encouraged 
their Chlldren to it, by promifing them a good Sup-

per 
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per if they had the Cunning to make a good Prize. 
It was to no Purpof¢ when any thing was foil: to com
plain to the Governor'1tfthe Place: It was not now as 
10 the Time of Schah-~ofyftIan, or 10 the ReIgns of 
the other Kmgs of perjia,'from Schah-Abas the Great, 
when the Governors were obliged to give an Account: 
of the Robbenes cbmmltted upon the Lands of their 
J unfduSbon, and to make good the Lors. All the An
{wer that one of thofe Governors gave to a Merchant 
of refitS, who had been robbed of confiderable Ef
feCts, was this; ShC'"1J) me the Robber, and r II oblIge hIm 
to make 'You ReftttutlOn. 'TIS true, that the Mer~ 
chant's Reply to him was enough to confound him 7 
Put me In ~Ottr Place, fald he to him, and 1'ourjclf 111 
mme, and 1'1/ Joon find you out the Robber. But It was 
all one, and how {harp foever the Reply was, the 
Governor was not offended at it; for there are no Peo
ple that bear Reproaches and lnJunes morelatlently 
than thofe of ~ahty in Perjia. If aCre Itor that 
cannot get his Money, fay the moft provoking Things 
in the World to their Face, they take no Excepti
ons at it, but hear him with an Air of Indifference 
and r nfenfiblhty which is Mt to be parallell'd, which 
made Father JoJeph Marta fay in his Perfian 'Ireafore, 
crhat the Phlegm of the Italtans, cCJmpar'd to that of the 
Perfians, IS P aJlion and Fury. 

AT lail: Thmgs came to fuch a Pars, that the Mer
chants 10 the Caravans not bemg able to guard againft 
the Subtlety of the Robbers, nor to obtam J u {bee of 
the Governors, were reduced to compound with the 
Hlgltwaymen themfelves, t:ither by makmg a Sort of 
Treaty of Infurance with them, whereby they gave 
them a certain Sum, that they mIght not be robb'd, 
or by leaving them when they were robb'd in full Pof
kffian and Property of one Half of the Robbery to 
fave the other. The HIghwaymen confented to it, 
and more readily, becaufc they found theIr Account 
in it. For as they are very eaGly deteCted in Perjia'1 
ai every Canton 1,nows thofe thlt fol1o'W: this Calhng, 

anq, 
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and as from Hatred or Envy they betray and difcover 
one anothel, a Caravan was no foorter gone by, but die 
Governor, who knew where !p find them, arrdl:cd 
them, and took away all that :~ey had robb'd, If they 
did n:Jt prevent it, by carryh"g hIm h:s Part, which 
was always the betr Share or the Booty. However, 
by this ConduCt they faved themfelves from a Fine, 
which he would infallibly have condemned them to 
pay to him; for as to other Punifhments they were out 
of Date, efpecially that of Death, and thofe fevere 
Pumfhments ufed in former Reigns. Every thing end
ed in pecumary FlOes, which reduced thofe W re"ches 
to fuch a State of Mdcry, as put them under the Ne
ccffity of robbing agam for Subfifrance; and indeed 
thli> was the IntentlOn of the Governors, who were 
too ~reat G,llners by thelf Plunder to be glad to fee it at 
an End, fa that when they condemned any Robber to 
a Fme, It teems It was not fo much lor bavlOg robb'd, 
as bceauie he did not do it With Cunmng; from 
whence It happen'd, that m.my of thofe Mifcreants, 
havmg nothmg to depend on but the Bufinefs of Steal
ing, il:udled to render thOOlfelves expert and accom
pltih'd at It, and to attain to the fame Degree ot &kill 
with thofe Knaves who m Perjia are calledKaracl;yrJis, 
and arc of furprizing Dexterity and Cunning. Thus 
was the Face of AtF.uTS alter'd to fuch a Degree, that 
the fame Governors, who under the preceding Reign 
had bren the ProteCtors of the Caravans, and Sureties 
for all that were robbed on the publick Roads, be
came in the Reign of Schah-Huffem, the Infrigators 
and Accomplices of the Robberies then committed, 
infomuch that one might jufrly have applied to them 
the Moral of the Fable of Mufti/1m-Slide, a famous 
PerjiAn Poet, where he fiYS, ThAt IS 'lrA'Vellrr ha'Vmg 
pl'lcked a Sheep from the taws of a Wolf, threw ,t up
on hIS Shoulders, and carned zi home; and that while the 
poor Beaft was rCj()yct1'g in tts happy DelIVerance, the 7"ra
'L'eller ftuck hzs Knife mto his Throat, which ~ Ih~ 
pODr Sheep, when dyi~, to fay to the TU,'I)eller, TOI4 ft-

. 'lJei 
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#[Jed me from the Teeth of tbe Wolf, 'lis trill, hUI YOII 
ate the fame to me' as a Wolf. 

W .. I L E all Thi~n thus to Decay, both in 
the Country and the ital, Schah-Huffein l.lY, as it 
were, buried 10 his Ha , and abandoning the reft 
of h1s Dominions to th DlfcretlOn of his prinCIpal 
Eunuchs, he feem'd to have no Tafte for any othet' 
Place of Pleafure but thIS, which cngrolTed all his 
Thoughts, and the Expences of which iwallowed up 
the greatcft Part of his Fmances. He looked upon Ius 
Haram as his particular Kingdom, and the only one 
that deferv'd his Regard. As Kings who have any 
NotIon of Glory have generally a P.tffion eIther to 
fignahze themfelves by IJew Conquefrs, or to ren
der thcmfelves formIdable to thell' Neighbours, 
by numerous Armies, that are always well paId, a.nd 
in good Condition, or to ennch theIr DomIOlons by 
a flounfuing Commerce: So thiS Pnnce dl(covcred J. 

Paffion to dlfhnguiili himfc1fby theN umber and Beau
ty of tht> Women thllt he kept Ul hi~ Hamm, by [he 
RIches of theIr Habits, the Magmficence of their 
FLlrl1lture, by the Enquiry after and Profufion of eve
ry th10g which could contnbute to render his Stay 
there a' delIghtful a!o poffiMe ; and he boa fred publick
Iy, that he would Cpare no Colt to out-ilnp the molt 
notous and moil: voluptuous Kings that ever were 111 

the World. 'TIS very certain, however, that non!! 
of hiS PredecelTors came near what we have fcen of 
this k10d in hiS Reign, either for the vaft Number of 
Women, with which he had filled his Haram, or for 
the extraordmary Luxury and Splendor in whIch he 
m,untained them. HIS firlt Care in the Beg10ning of 
hiS Reign, was to caufe a general Search to be made 
for all the handfome W omc,p in Perjia, and to order 
them to be brought to his Haram. The Crop was f~ 
plentiful, and fecm'd fo frcfh, that it ferv'd to give 
N~e to the Year (1701.) wherem it w ... s gather'd~ 
'"WhIch after that Time was called the Year Kyfveran., 
j. c. tIN TeAr of Women. There is hardly a Coun
try iqhabited by fQ Il)aDY different Natioos"ai P,rjia. 

Be: 
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Bea young Woman of what Nation roever, except 
the jcwijh, which was excluded, if {he was but hana
fome, fhe was plck'd up for the King's Hamm. The 
Governors of the ProvInces, who knew their Malter's 
Tafie, and that aU the Serv¥ they were capable of 
doing him in the Governrtit.f-. were nothing in his E
fieem, compar'd with the Merit of ennching and a
dorrung his Haram with fome uncommon Beauty, 
made It theIr Bufinefs to look out every where, and to 
procure them at any Price; aAd when they were fo 
hlppy as to be able to accompany the Tribute of the 
Provmce, which they fent every Year to IJPahan, 
with fome Prefentof thIs Nature, they were perfua
ded that they had paid a better ComplIment, and 
that the King was more oblIgee. to them, than if they 
had rent double the Sum to what the Province ufed to 
pay. Each of thofe Women had her partIcular Eu
nuch and Chamher-Maid, and as to the Expence of 
the ToIlet and Provliions, It had no Bounds from a 
Pnnce who thought It an Honour to out-do every 
thing that had been done of thIS N ature. Bc1id~s 
what he laid out upon them In the Haram, he gave 
them a confiderable Portwn when they went forth to 
bo: married. This was done fometlmes, thuugh ve
ry rarely, during the preceding Reigns j but It was 
very common in Schah-Hu.f!em's Time, who beftow
cd thofe Women m Marriage, not only to his Cour
tiers, but alfa to the infenor Officers of his Palace, 
and to hIS very Cooks. As to the Great Men's Daugh
ters that had been bred up in the Haram, he married 
them to other great Lords, not only after they had loft 
their Virginity, but when they were aCl:uaIly with 
Child. The worft of all for thefe Lords was, that 
whatever ChIldren they had elfewhere, the Child that 
was born of this Venter,became the eldeft of the Fa
mily, ,lnd went away with the Bulk of their Eftates. 
In 17 I 9. the Governor of Erjvan was obliged to re
ceive on this Footing the Daughter of a Prince of 
'Georgla, nam'd Kojirou-KflNJ whQ.Il1 the J{";nl1' fent to .. ~ ~ 
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.bim from his Haram, with an Heir that he did not ex
pect. There are feveralconr~erableFamihesinPer" 

J!.a, WhICh boafl: of fuch ExtraCl::ion, and call them
(elves Scbah-Zade, i. ~·"g'S Sons, fOl~ Za ~gDifi~ 
Son, and SJJah Kmg. his NumbcTls thellluftn
ous FamIly of the here tary Pnnces of Gcngea, de
fcended from Solyman, the Predecelfor of Schab
Huffim. But thele Scbah-Zades are fo multiplied fince, 
that their great Number has made them fink confider
ably In the Efteem they were held 10 heretofore, and 
before the late Revolution there were a great many of 
them at Jfpahan who made a very mean Figure there. 

FRO M the great Number of Women with w hicb 
Schah-HuJfein had flared his Haram, we may infer 
what an Attendance there muft be of Eunuchs, ei
ther for theIr Service, or their Guard, which could 
not but increafe in ProportlOn. N ever KIng of Per/ia. 
had fa many by far, for they almofl: equalled the N um
ber of hIS own Guards, and 10deed he had no other 
Guard at the Times of the Kouroulc, which I am now 
to give an Account of. 

'T I s the Cuftom in Perjia, that when the King re
moves from Jfpahan along with the Ladies of his Ha
Tam, to an)' of hIS Pleafurc:.Hou[cs, a Proclamation is 
made three Days beforehand, of the Hour which he 
intends to go abroad 10, and the Streets through which 
he IS to pafs ThIS Proc1amatJOn IS called thf" KOIIY04K» 

and 'tl':; to .forbJd every Man from fraying in the Hou(es 
that look mto the Streets, through whIch the Kmg is 
to pars, or 10 the Country for two Leagues round. 
Now as in Perfia they have no U[e either of Coaches. 
or Waggons, becaufe of the Multitude of httle Ca
nals w hleh cut the Country, and are (0 managed a.> to 
water the Lands, all the Ladies ride upon Horfes or 
Mules, with each their Eunuch to hold the Bridle: 
As to the Servant Maids, they ride upon Affes; and 
one of Scha/t-Hu.ffein's great Diverfions in thefe Kou
rONKs, was to whip thofe Afi'es till they threw their 
Riders, and made Sport for the others. As the Law, 

wh~ch 
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which banilhcd Men from all Places throug11 which 
the King pafs'd wlth all this Equipage, did aHo keep 
off hi~ own Guard, he could then have no other bu'E 
his Eunuchs, who furrou~ this whole Troop WIth 
Gur sand Swords. Befid m there were two other 
confid<.:lable Bodies of Eu uchs, one of which ad .. 
vanc'd very far before the Troop, and the other elofed 
the March at the fame Dlftance, not to mentIOn thofe 
th.lt were employ'd, either to fearch the Houfcs by 
whIch they pafs'd, to fee if no Man lay hid there, or 
to Icour the Country, 10 order to put all to the Sword 
that they found wlthin the Llmits prohibited by the 
}.-ourouk, No doubt there muft be a vaft N umber of 
Eunuchs to fill all thofe different Poils. Mean time 
a great Number muft neceffarily remam, eIthcr for the 
GU.lrd ('If the Women's Haram, or of that which was 
the Pnfon to the Kmg's Brothers and Children, who 
were never more narrowly watch'd than in the K1l1g's 
Abfence. Thegreaterw.ls this Numberof Enunchs, 
the more was the Expence; and 'us certain, that fe· 
veral good RegIments mIght have been maintain'd 
with the Money that it cpil: to provide for the Number 
of Eunuchs whic.h Schah-Hu.!fem had more than his 
}>redeceiT ors. 

N 0 doubt it was a great Bunhen to the State to 
mall1tall1 the} bram in the Degree It was nfen to under 
thIS Prince, who had trebled the Expence of It to what 
it was in the TIme of his Predecdrors; but it may be 
[aid, that he was yet more lavifu in other Things, in 
which thofe Pnnces were always very moderate, and 
~arricularly in Building, in which he buried immenfe 
:sums, and even exhauil:ed the Treafures of the Kings 
that had reign'4 before hlm. Though the-ir antient 
Palace was [0 fumptuous and magnificent, that it may 
be look'd ufon as a Monument of their Splendor, he 
pull'd it al down, and built a new one, with Ul Ex
pence that fuew'd he did nC't value what it colt. 

T HIS Building was fcarce compieaced, but be un
dertook a new one yet more ,onfidera.bl~ at P.rMatb, 

Ggc 
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one of h~s Pleafure Houfe~, about ~ League from If 
}ahan. The Buildings whIch he r.ufed there were 10 
yafl and ,magnIficent, that he wa~ tempted more th.1I1 
once to remove his Haram thuher, and to make It hIS 
llfual Reftdence. As he h.!d bUllt 1n a Place that was 
cxtremeiy dry, the grcatffl Expence he was at in thiS 
Undcrtakmg was for ~ ater, which was abfolutcly 
wantmgthere, and which they were f.\in to bring thi
ther from a Jtreat Diflance by Stone i'roughs, the Ex
pences and Labour of which cannot be concclv'd, f.1Yli 
my Author, but by thofe who have [cen It. 

THE burning of the Great Royal Salon, where 
the King ufed to give Audience to the Amb.1.lTadors, 
~nd to make his publick Entertainments, was another 
OccaGon of Expence to Schah-lluffitn, whIch was 
more I1ccelTary mdeed, but hclp'd towards drcming his 
Fmanccs, ThiS great S,11011, n.l1u'd 'l'r.bebei-Setoon, 
i. e, Fm t}' Ptllars, bec.mte It aCtLlally ibmh upon fo 
Inany Columns, IS a Buildmg that H,mds by It kIf 111 

the IVIldl1 of the Gal dens of the Royal P abcc of 1[
paban, Chardm, who Ius given a very exact Repre
[ent,ltlOn of It 111 the DefcrIp,tlOll of f(pahan, fpeaks 
of It .IS the moll ihtcly Apartment in the Patlce. It 
h.tpfencd that after one o~ thofe pubhck Entertam
ments which the King [ometunes made there in the 
Night TIme, a FIre broke out there, wIuch though 
it was very VIolent before it Was percclv'd, P"rt of the 
coftly Furmture of it might perhaps h,l.VC becn fav'd, 
and Meafures were taken for that PUl"pole, when 
'Schah-HuJlein, fro111 a Motive of Submlilion to the 
Will of God, forbad the FIre to be put out, faymg, 
crhat as zt was the WilJ of the Lord tbat his Salon jhould 
be burnt, he wfluld not oppo[e it; and though thele was 
nothing more rIch and fumptuous throughout the 
whole Palace than the Furnittfre of thIS Salo~1, which 
was on Purpofe to difplay the Magnificence of thIS 
Prince, he chofe from a Spim Qf Rcftgnation to Pro
vidence, to continue at the Fire till the whole \Vas con
fumed. But ~s Refignation did not hinder him from 

H raiftng 
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taifing it ag:ritl, and rebuilding it with more Splendor 
than the fOl mer. 

Bits 1 DES all thefe frately Edifices., he cre&ed ano
ther, which may be reckoned a M:mument of his 
Piety, as well as of his P<twer. It was a Monallery 
for Dervijhes, the Magnificence of which may be ima
gmed by the chief Gate of It only, whIch is of mafl"y 
Silver. But that which frill doubled the prodigiou& 
Expence of all thofe great BUildings, .s, that he never 
dlgefted any of his Plans thoroughly, and that upon a 
new Thought he demoliihed the whole Pile to the 
Ground,. and begun again. 

I T was hardly poffible but all thole extraordinary 
Expences muil: hurt his Finances; but 1m religIOus 
Zeal made lum undertake an unfeafonable Pilgrimage, 
which not only compleatly drem'd his Exchequer, but 
alfo rUI11\} all the PrOVinces through whICh he pars'd. 
There's a famous Mon.lfrry on the Confines of Perjia, 
next to Great Tm tar)" dedicated to a Santon, or Samt, 
of A~y's Sen, in a little Town named AI{'fzat~ which 
is above two hundred Le.lgucs fi'om IJPahan. Thither 
hIS DevotIon carned him, attended bY.111 the \Vomen 
of hi" HJram, and followed by a Tram of 60000 

Men.,- wl1ich was fo expenfive, that half the Sum that 
Ills Journey coil lum, would have dcfray'd the Charge 
of all the j..',xpedltlons ag.unil the Rebels of Candabar, 
of w Incn more hereafter 

\V E muft do thIS PrInce theJufi:ice, however, to 
obfervc, that a~ much attach'd as he\vas to his Reli
cion, he was not opmlOnated, and had no more than 
his PI cdece/1ors, cfpecially fince Schah-Aba! the Great, 
~,ny th~ng of that Averuon and brutal Rage which the 
Afahom~tfl"s of Onzar's Seer, fuch as the Turks are, 
('}. pi cfs againft all ot11",r RelIgions, and efpecially the 
Chlltban. This may partly be afcribed to the Cha
t.lerer of the Genius of the P{rrjians, naturally incli
ned to Kindnefs and Humanity, but much more to 
t he ExtraCtion of almoft aU the Kings of Perfta unce 
Sthab-AbaJ that reduced Pe1jia, who are defcended 
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from Georgian Princcffcs or Ladies; for as they are ori .. 
ginally Chriftian" they ihll pre1crve, even in the 
Midil: of Mahometi1m, in which they are tnlin'd up 
from their Infaocy, a very {hong Indin.ttion for the 
RelIgIOn of their Ancefrors and thell' Country: They 
have alio for the mofr Part retain'd the Cufrom of ta
king their Chrifhan N .tmes. The Gr,111dmother of 
the dethron'd Kmg was called Mary-Begum, 1. c. p,.in~ 
refj Afar), for In PerJia, as well as 111 the indats, .1t the 
Mogul's Court. the Title of Begum is the peculiar 
Diihnetion of the PllI1CCI1CS. TIllS Cll{~otn of ta.~ 
king the Name of lIian 11.15 p.lff'ed from the H,\I am t() 
the other Ladles of Per}la, dl)CCI.llly at ijpaban, where 
'tis a very common N ,nne. The \Vomen being ac
cuftomed to the Name, they have a Sal t of V cnct ation 
for the Holy Vlrgm flOm whom It comes; they ho
Ilour her Images) receive and pretervc them wlth Rc
fpeet, and Scbah-Huj[em hunfelf volllnt:ll'1lyadlmttcd 
them, notwithftandmg the LJ.w of llfahomet, whIch 
pofitlVely forbids it. 

A s in Perfra the King's C;:hildren are brought up 
under the Eyes of tl1Cll' Mother tIll [even Ye:m of Age, 
and:1n': permtned to fee them now and then afterwaro!t, 
no \Vondcr that Lhcy 101p1l e them With Sentiments for 
a RclIglOn whIch mdecd they 1LJ.rc(' know any th10g 
of, but for whIch they alw:lYs retam a Sort oi' Alttai .. 
on, as for the RehglOn of theIr Country. Schab
Abas If. Grandfather of the dethroned Kmg, W.1S {o 
prepofrdred in Favour of Chnthanity, that It was die
agreeable to him to fpeak ill of it;J., icveral incurr'd his 
Dlfplcafure frn: (0 domg, and the Dlfgr~ce of Athema, .. 
Doulet, who had gov€rn'd during hIS MInority, was 
attnbuted in great Part to the 1l1vmclble Averfioll 
which that Prime Minifrcr di~ovel"d upon every Oc .. 
calion to our Religion. And the Armenians of his. 
Time ufed to tell one another, as Sir John Chard in reol 

ports in his Cillfonation of Soiyman, p. I l'i9. that Schtlb .. 
.AlIas. was more a Chl'ifhan than a Mahometan. I 
know not what Credit may be £1\ en to a Report 

H a. WhlCb 



94 The Hiftory of the latt 
which was current in Pctfia at tbeTimehe died, 'Viz. 
that he was chrifterfd on hIS Death-Bed by Father Ra
phael a Capuchzn, who being his MathematicIan and 
Phyficlan; had free Accefs to him. I am the more m
tlin'd t~ doubt the Truth bf thIs Story, becaufe Char
lim, who in the Book juft now quoted, feems tho
roughly mform'd of the Particulars of this Prince's 
Death, does not fay one Word of thIs [eeret Hiftory : 
But however, the SufpIelon that w;u, commonly en
tertam'd of him in Perfta, is a very pofitive Proof of 
the fuming Marks he gave bf his Efleem and Affeetion 
for Chri!hanity. 

S C H A H-S 0 L Y 1\1 A N his Son, and Father to 
Schah-JJ1~(Ji:m, had nothin!?: of that ftrong and decla
ted AifcctlOl1 for the Chr~i1J:ms ; and fometimes he 
gave the Ml'l1ion.1ries Trouble, though it was more 
owihg to the Inlhgauclll of the Eunuchs, who had 
begun to g:lln Crcdlt WIth him, than to his own Ac
'cord. ,V hat is certam IS, that his Religion {at very 
loofe about hul'l, as he gave Reafon to Judge, by what 
lle Cud one Day to Bucb-Tambcr, the Ambaffador of 
the Great Sobteskt, John. III • King of Poland. 

NOT long after this brave Punce had drove the 
'Il11'ks from VIenna, it was 'reported in Perjia, that he 
was gone to befiege Conjlantznople. Upon this Sch.w
Eol)man demanded of the Ambaffadot what the King 
bf Poland would do, if he took that Capital of the 
Ottoman Empire ~ and this Minifl:er making Anfwer, 
that it was his Mafrer's Defign to give no Q1larter to 
any Mahometan; Very well, replied Solyman, making 
the Sign of the Crofs, with a '<Jery gay Coimte1'lance, 
if the Chrifrians take Conflantinople, I will turn Chri
lEan as well as they; and entertaming the AmboUl"ador 
all Night long at a Fea{l, he carous'Q with him till he 
made nlmfclf drunk, with toafting a Health to the 
King of Poland. 

S C H A H-H us S E I N, though far more devout in 
his RelIgion than Scbab-SoJyman his Father, was not 
thoroughlytoonvinc'd in JUiMmd that it was a Whit 
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better than tbe Chriftian Religion. One Day as he. 
was ibewing a Watch made for him by M. Roulleau ot 
Geneva, his Watch-maIcer in Chief; to GTewader·13a/zi, 
his favourite Eunuch, I ob/CI 'Ve, fays he to him, that 
the Franks, (Lhe Name by which the Ef'l1'opcalls arc 
caIl'd in Pcrjia,) are better Workmen tban ours, I afl! 
'Very much afrazd, tbat as the)' out-do us m Arts, the)' alfo 
excel tiS m Pomts ~f Relzgion. He was (0 .,ffeeted when 
he heard of our Ho[pltals, :lnd the Care therem taken 
of the poor Patients, that he was refolv'd to Imitate w 
in that fort of Chanty. He c.lUs'd a magnificent 
Ho[pltal to be bUllt at Ifpaha11, and order'd all, even 
the moft precious Remedies that could be ~ot, to he 
prepared in the Roy.ll Dlfpenf.ltory for the SIdL But 
the,- E,lfinefs of impofing upon :1 Pnncc tnC'.lpable of 
perceivmg it, and more mc.lpable {blt of refcntll1g it, 
If he Iud perceiv'd It, rendcI'd his good Intcntions 
vartlyof no Effeet; for they who had the Manage
ment of the Hofpltal th:1.t he h.ld founded" tum'd tha 
moil: precIOus Remedies, \vluch they got out of hiS 

Dlfpenfatory,to their own Advantage,by felling to the 
Rich what the King had Intended to be difpcns'dgratzs 
to the Poor. He g:lVe the latter another Mark of hiS 
gond Nature, by bU11dIn!; fever1l1 Ovens, where he 
had Bread bak'd at hiS own Charge, to be difinbuted 
to the Poor at a moderate Price. Bur how laudable [0-
ever his Intention was In this Rcrpeet, he would have:; 
al11i1:ed the Poor much more eifeetuaHy, if he had pre
vented the Monopoltes of the Grandees, who in order 
to brmg theIr Corn to the better Market, privately 
hmder'J the C:1.rnage of any from the Country to IJPa. 
bml Schab-SriIJlm.m hiS Father, who was at the lIke 
Nonplus in 1667. the Beginning of hiS Reis-n, roon 
fauna out ~Remedy, whIch was more prohtable to 
his Subje&, and notfo burtht:nfomc to hlmfClC T~ 
redrdSthisDl(order, he was at no. more Trouble than 
to chufe Ali- KouJi-KlIn, one uf. the chief Lords of his 
Court, a Man of a good Headpiece and Refolution, 
imo whofe Hands he committed the whole Manage-

H ), men!! 
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ment of tIllS Affur. Ali-Koult-Katl being convlnc'd~ 
that a Famme in.1 gl C.lt City dnes not proceed fo much 
from the ScarCIty uf Corn, as trom the Dlfhonefiy 
and AVJrlce of thofcwho conce.lllt, or ftopllp the 
Canals by ''''Inch It ufu.llly comes, g.lve proper Orders~ 
:;Iud caus'd them to be executed WIth ruch RcfolutlOn, 
that the very next D.1Y after the King had uominated 
him, he reduc'd the Bre .. d to a moderate Price, and 
entIrely I cHor'd the Tr.mqUllhty of IfPahan, whicq 
was lu1t re.ldy to revolt. This may be feen more at 
large 111 SJ\' :John Cbardm's Book of the Coronation of 
Sollman, p 261 where we finq, that what thIS Lord 
did at that] nnctUl e, IS WOI thy of the ImitatIOn of the 
politcit Towns 111 Eur ope on the hke OccaGon; and 
rhat nothing contnbuted {i) much to prevent a Fa~ 
JDme, :b.lIl 11lufinous lnfbnce (mcnuon'd in that 
Book, p. 262.) of hIS Dlfintcrcfi:ednefs, ;:nd of the 
Seventy with whIch hc IJegall the Exerqic of his Em
plovmenr. 

\V HEN Schab-Solpnan made Choice of ~his No
bleman to provIde agall1H: the pubhck N cceffitles, he 
was but twenty Years of Age,; and bemg but Jul! 
come out of the H.lram, where he had becn always 
conhn'd to hIs Coronatiol1a, he mufi: be very raw, and 
.\lnexpcqc\1ceJ III the Art~ of Government. But how~ 
ever, he \V.IS wiic enough to chufe a MIDIfi:er of fuffi
cient A blliucs to fupply hl~ own Deficiency and by 
that Mc.ln'5 he put.l Stop to the Dd-ordcr, III the Man
ner that bcc,lme a KlI1g ; whl:reas Scbah-HuJTem his 
~on and SllcceiTOI, who was of a more advanc'd Age~ 
~nd eonfequcntly bad h.ld more Expenence, when he 
was under the (.'1.mc DIfficulty, provided no other Re~ 
lJ'Icdy thm what might be eipccted [10m a generous, 
.pch, pnvate Man, WIthout Authority <1!1J Character; 
to that:l~ much a King as he )Vah he did little more, 
dunng .lgenera\ Famme, than what was done all the 
Year long by hl~ Grandmother, a vc;ry charitable 
Prineers, who limlted the Expenees of her Houfe .. 
).eepm,g, and appropri:aed her great Revenues to the 
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Comfort and N ourifument of Multitudes of Poor~ 
as well Chn,ilt.ms as of the other ReligIon, .md who 
for her immen[e Charities would have de[erv'd to he 
call'd St. Hrlma among the Pet flam, If her Alms bad 
been animated by the Spint of the true FaIth. 

FRO M all that I h.lve hitherto related of Sebab· 
flttJ1em, 'ns C:l.[y to lOter, thal ai he \V.IS endow'd with 
forne of the ~ahtics and VIrtue, wluch adorn a pn· 
vate Man, he had none of thofe which are 1iecefl~r¥ 
for a Monarch, He WIlS good n,ltur'd and hunun; but 
hi, good Nature was of that Stamp whIch bears wIth 
.every tiung, and pundhes nothutog, and in whIch thet 
WIcked, hemg a(Tur'd hy It of ImpullltYII find thell' 
Account more than honett J\1.cn, whom It deprives of 
all Hope~ of J uihee He hUrl no partIcular Perlon, 
and by that Means mjur'd all Mankmd. The only In· 
Hance 111 which he dllcover'd the Marks of Gre,ltnefs 
WaS, his Pallion for BUlldmg, and hIs Inclinatwn to 
l\1aglllficence, 111 whIch he took a PI Ide, though hI.'> 
AppllcatlOtl. to it dtdnot leem to be 10 milch that of a 
Kmg who makes it hiS Cole DelIght, as that of a Man 
'\\ ho makes it hIS Important and hIS only Bufine[s. He 
would ha~e noth1l1g wantmg for hIS BUlld1l1gs, wh.n
ever was w,mtmg 111 Ius ArplleS ; and lIke lome People, 
who are always mort' forw,ll·d to give Alms than to 
pay theIr Debts, he bUllt MOIuftncs and HolIlltals, 
while 111S Troop') penfu'd with Hunger, and dlfpa-s'd, 
~r luffer'd themlclvcs to be cut in PIeces on tl1e Fron
tiers, for Want of Pay .md _\mmul1JtJon, bCl11g bettCY 
plcaled to haJlc ereCted fine Palac{") mlJPahan and the 
NeIghbourhood, than he was mov'd or affiI Eted to Icc 
whole PrQvmce~ taken away from him on all SIdes. 

ALL thIS might par... for the Declamation of an 
Hlfi:onan, It rhls Prmcc himiclf, 111 the moft impor· 
nnt COl1lpnCture of his Relgtl. had not expl.un'd him .. 
felf in a Manner that pro','cs It infil1Jtciy beyond what 
I have done" :lnd which plau.11y fuews how httle Care 
he thought himfelf ohlig'd to take of aoy th 1I1g,eul;, 
h.ls Bulldwgs, ana ~ht: Management of hii liou[e~, 
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.and to Wh.lt:l Degree he forgot he was a King. For 
when at the ApplOach of the Rebel's Army, whIch 
was advancJl1g by great Marches towards IJpahan, hIS 
Mindlcrs and the Gl,mdces of his Court endeavour'd 
to rouze hIm by the Proxunlty of his Danger, ~nd ad"
mOmil11l1g11lln, thlt It wasavery feriousAflalr, not 
to be Jetted WIth; 'TzsJ~ur Blfjine(f, l.'lys he, to look. to 
that, TO!tiJ.17)cAdl1mprO'i':lrirris '/lt0r11JyPmt, If tbey 
iea"Jc me but my lIou}e at F,w.lbnt h, 1 am content. There 
weI e the Sentiments of tbr .. pOOl Klllg, who was pu
milled 10 the very Thmg f01" WhICh he feem'J to have 
all~ Fondnels; for hIS Houfe at Fa1avath, whIch he 
h,ld bUIlt and adorn'J wIth fuch PlOfufion and M,\gni
ficcnce, was not only the firit that was plunder'd, but 
fcrv'd aHo:1<; a Camp to the Rebel", who would never 
j),lVe vemur'd to undert.1ke the SIege of f(j;ahatr, if 
they Il.ld not fOllnd .1 P!.lcc for the moii fafe and com
modIOlIs C lmp they could luve defir'd within the 
1.11 gc ell cumfcrencc of that ll:atc1v Houle which was 
encomr.llfcd ,vtth high and 1hong \Valls, and flank'd 
WIth TowcI sat convcntent Ddlances. 

How F. V E R, notwlthftanu1l1g the King's Indo
lence, notwtthil:andmg'the IncapaCity ami Tyrannv 
of the Eunuchs that govnn'd him, notwlthftandm& 
the b.ld State of all the Provmccs, and the general 
Dlffiltlsf.£tlOn of the whole Kmgdom, 'tis very pro
bable, tlut Scbah-Illl/Jun would h,we dIed in Peace 
upon hiS Throne, as weil as many other Kmgs of hIS 

CharaCtcr, If, unh"pplly for hIm, a pnvate Man of a 
bold and cnw pnzmg Genius had not been forc'd a
gamft hiS ,,, III to come to Coutt from the rcmoteft: 
Corner of I11S Frontlels, and ahove four hundred and 
iifty Leagues ti'om Ijpaban, who obfcrv1I1g very nice
ly how every thing \vas man.1g'd at COl1rt, and how 
weAk and wnfus'd wert thofe Spnngs of that Royal 
Power, thc M.1JCfty of which had d:ztz1ed IllS Eyes at 
f~lCh a Dlliancc, un.tgll1cd that It was not in a eondi ... 
~')n to reduce anyone to his Duty, that1hould have 
the Courage to ilii\kc off the Yole. \Jpon tbi$ he 
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form:d his Plan, and afrer having executed it by fftt4 
109 his Counrry from the Tyrallny of the Perjians, a
gatnit whom he always mad,e Head :lS long as he hv'd, 
end 'whom he routed as ohen as they came to attack 
hIm, he lett a Son, who bClOg bolder than lmnfclf. 
rrefumed to unclel take to dethrone his Sovereign, and 
accordlllgly colrncd hIS POlnr, to the great Aitofllfu
ll1Cnt both of Ajia ,lnd Em opt:. 1:hlS I ilall glve an 
Accollnt of after I havc III l1 fcw \V ords tre<tted of 
the Origm and Ch.llolccer of the N :1tlOn to whom tillS 
great Event is OWlf g. 

THE Nationof theAGHVANS~ hitherto un
known 111 Europe, and [ColTce known 10 Afia, where it 
lIes Ul a Corner, has render'd It Celf fo famou~ by the 
Conquel1lt has lately made of Perja, one of the grea
tell Kingdoms 10 the World, that tbere's no body li
v lng, but Will be very glad to have fome Account of 
a People, who have begun to ihew themfelves to the 
World by fa fignal a Blow. 

THE Aghvans, who were originally of the Pro
vince of Szyr'Van, whIch was aotlentiy caU'd Gfetf,t 
Albanta, and which is fituate between the CO/PIalt St'tC 
and Mount CauCllfitS, were tormerly fubdued by T a
mellall.'. who could reduccJ:hem till ,lfter manyBaules., 
wherem he CUt a great llart of them to PIeces. But 
as tim unmanageable People, not ufed to bear the 
Yoke, were continually revoltlOg, and touk Arms J.~ 
gam upon the flrtl Occafion that offer'£!, he thought 
he could not make fure of thep1, but by tranfpl.lnung 
them to .mother Soil, belllg perfuadcd, th:tt when they 
were once ou~ of th~ Sight of theil' own Country, they 
would .\t the i.1me tIme lore th.lt Love of Liberty and 
lndependence which had engag'd them in fo many 
Rebellions, <\nn wlllch had gIVen him fo much Trou
bl~ .lI1d Fatigue.; and 10 ordet to keep them under tbe 
lincrer SubJectIon, he plac-'d them between Per!ia and. 
the IndlCS, upon the ConflllN of each of thofe two 
:t;:mpirc~? w~lch hI'! bad eqa1Uy reduc'd to his O~ 
encc, flS fald, that they were .mticntly Chnih.lns. 
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of the Armenian Sea, but that thev turn'd Mahom~
tans tor Want of the Affiftance and InftrucHons of 
theIr Prie£1:s and DOCtors, whom TAmerlan~ took away 
from them, that they mIght {ooner embrace that Re
hgion. As to thell' Name, that alone feemsto Ju£1:Ify 
what is [aid of their OrigIn, with refpe8: to Albanta; 
for as in the Armentan Tongue our Letter L IS chang'd 
into G H, and our B into V Confonant, fo of the 
\V ord Albans is formed Agbuans 

THE capItal CIty of the Country to which Ta
'i11erlane tranfplanted them, when he took them 
from Albflmia, is call'd Candahar, a Town which bor
ders on Perjia to the Eaft, as it d)es on the Dominions 
of the Mogul to the Well:. It had Princes of Its own 
for a TIme, who fubfified on the mutual Jealoufy of 
the two Powers, between which it was fimate, But 
at laft Schab-Abas the Great, who made as many C<>n
quefts by hIs Pohcy as hl5 Arms, found a fair Opportu
mty to engage the Pnnce, who was Maner of It m hIS 
TIme, to put himfelf under his llrotechon ; which 
he dId accordIngly, on CondItIOn, that a Prince of 
111S Race ibould always command m Candahar, as Vaf
fal and Tributary to the King of Perjia. This Tavcr
fJ;eraHomentions in hlSVQyages, Ltb. v. Cap. 2~. 

SCHAH-AnAs, who, accordIng to the true Maxim 
of all PolitIcIans, was a punCtual Obferver of hIS 
Word, with regard to the Treaties that he had made, 
even with his VafT'als, not only [ecur'd the PofT'effion 
of Candahar to the Pnnce who fubmitted, but alto 
continued the Govel nment of It to hiS Son Ali-mer
dan-Kan after the Death of hIS Father. Schtllh-Seji, 
Grandfon to Schah-Abas, fucceedmg hIS Grandfather, 
the Courf of Perfia chang'd theIr Maxims. As AltmfY
aan-Kanwas pofleffed of great Wealth, WhICh he h~d 
for moft Part by Inhentance from his Anceftors; and 
as he cut the Figure of a potent SovereIgn in his Go
vernment, rather than that of a Va1T'a), always eatmg 
r:::t of Gold Plate, and keeping a Haufe almoft as mag-
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nifiLent as the King's; the Minifi:crs, who gov~rn'd 
dUrIng Schah-Suft's Non-age, and who by lI1fpmng 
}lim with violent Sufp1Clons of feveralof the greateH: 
N oblemcn, had periu:l.ded hIm ~o PUt fome of the 
moO: confiderablt' of them to Death, did not fail t~ 
r,l.lfe the f.une Jealouiv in his Bre.\ll: againH: the Pnnce 
of Candahar, whofe Wealth, of WlllCh they hoped to 
be Sharers, tempted them more than the Poifeffions 
of the others, whom they had caufed to be rut to 
Death. The DIfficulty was to get him to Court; for 
the MIsfortune of thofe who, after bemg drawn thi
ther 10 that Manner, left their Heads there, made 
him very 10th to go, and as he fd.~ that, without ~e
gard to his Remonftr,ll'\ces, Couners were fent to hIm 
one upon the Neck. of another, with preffing Orders 
ro rep.ur to IJPahan, he dId not doubt but his Life 
was a1m'd at, and in orderto provide himfelf an Afy
lunl againft the Minifl:ers of the Court of Perjta, he 
furrendrr'd Candahar to the great Mogul. But he 
would receive nothmg frol11 th'it Prince, and conten
ted hlmfelf with lhc Honour which he did him to 
gIve hIm the firfl: Poft of the Kingdom, which he 
kept Poffcffion of to his Death. \Vhen he retired 
to tht" Mogul's COUrt, jle carried fuch a Mafs of 
Trc.lIure with him, that wIthout t.lking any thmg 
from that Pnnce, he hv'd at hIS Court with greater 
Splendor than any body. He caufed a very tint Houfe 
to be bUIlt at Jebanabad, with a very fine Garden by: 
the Water-fide, wluch, according to the Report of 
Tavernier, who knew the hdzes well enough to be de
-pcn,ded upon? is the moft ftately E(hfice 10 the \10-

gul s DOmInIOns That Pnnce was furprized ho\v 
Altmcrdan-x..an, ~ wlthout having any Salary ti'om 111m, 
could hve wIth 10 much Magmficence as he dId; but 
one Day as he went to fee hm' with the Pnncetfes, in 
that httle Pleafurc-Houfc lull: now mention'd. that 
Nobleman's Lad y open' d fe"vetA! Coffers full of Gold 
before t.hofe Prince(fes, and whIle they were view~19, 
them [iUd, fhat hli li!'l)efty IImJ ngt be [_prized If hi,. 
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Httsbltnrl toul! "alhing fram him, becaufe tbq f aw he had 
"wugh f~r hzm and Drs Chtldtcn to It'Ve upon. 

H E had two ChIldren at the Court of Perfia, when 
lIe dehver'd up Candahllr to the great Mogul; and 
perhaps he had not been fo mucn prefs'd as he was, 
if it had not been pre[um'd, that his Regard for his 
ChIldren, who remain'd as Hofiages at IJPahlm, would 
Ilinder him from carrymg Matters to an Extremity; 
but having before his Eyes the Example of Iman-Kou
.-K4n, another Governor of the Province, yet more 
powerful than he, who was only brought to Court 
WIth his ChIldren to be put to Death there all toge
ther, he lmag1l1'd that inftead of[aving the Lives of hIS 
two SOilS, by repairing to Court, he iliould only h:tften 
their Death wIth hls own; and chore to take Refuge 
with the gl eat Mogul, by delIvering up Candahar to 
llim, happen what wDu\d, whereby be fecm'd h15 
own Life, as well .15 the Lives of hls Children; for 
whereas they would undoubtedly have been put to 
Death with him, If he had gone to lJpahan, the Fear 
of exafperatmg the lnhabltants of the Province of 
C,mdahar, and of rendenng them irreconcileable, by 
puttmg to Death the t\VO young Lonh., who were 
defcended £I·om theIr Soverl"ign Princes, obhg'd the 
~ourt of Perjia, whIch hop'd one Day or other to re
cover Candahtlr, not only to keep fan" with them, hut 
a110 to treat thcm with more Ddbnction than ever j 
io that they met with as much Favour from the Kmg 
of Pcrfia's Court, as thcll Father 1"eCC1V'd at the Court 
of the Mogul. 

T HIS Pohcy of Scbah-Sefi had its Effect under 
his Son and SuccclTor Srhab-Abas II. For when. 
t;hat Pnnce went 10 the negmning of hi~ Reign to 
beGege Ctrndah",·, the Perjiam who were 10 the Army 
that the Mogul tent to lts"Re1ief, and which compofed 
the greate!l: Part of It, remember'J the klOd Treat
nlcnt whIch the Court of Perjia had {hewn to the 
~\'ldren of Altmerdan-Kan, and dId not do every 
dun!]' that they might have done to hinder Schab-
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AlNIs II. from making himfelf Malter of it., and re
~iiteringit, which he did inl6fo. Since that Time 
it has always remaifl'd in the Hands of the Perjllm., 
notwithllandtng all the Attempts whIch were after
wards made by the grf"at Mogul Cha-G~bAn to recov.cr 
it. He caufed It to be beueg'd in vam thre<: fcveral 
Times by two of his Sons, Sult.m ViTa and Sultull 
SUJat. whom he fent thither one after another, each at 
the Head of an Army of 300000 Men; and when for 
Vexation that he had mifcarried, he asked Altmerdan
Kiln if he did not know aWay to put him again i~ 
Poffeflion ot CAndahar, that N ob1eman generQufly 
replied, That he knew no olbe?" lVay but to jintJ out II fe-" 
conti TraJtor that would betrAY it as he had done. , 

W H £ N Schah-Solyman, Son to Schah-Aba; II. 
fucceeded his Father in the Throne, Auwlgzeb then 
Emperor of "'fog!ll, who had carried all hIS Points.; 
aud was uneafy to let Candabar remain longer ill the 
Power of his Enemies, thought that the Dlforder ill 
the Affairs of the Court of Perfia, ancfthe Weaknefs 
of the Government, under a young- unexperienced 
King, gave him a fair Opponunity to undertake the 
ConqueU of that Place WIth Succefs. He was {hong
ly temt/ted to it, and wottid have certainly gone tIii
ther, if he had not been dIverted by the Wife Counfels 
of the Pnncefs his Sifter, who reptcfented to him, 
that it would cxpofe the Glory he had' acquir'd tin 
then; that the taking of Candahar waS not an. eafy 
Matter; that the Armies which Cha-Gehan theif Fa..: 
ther had rent tllither had mlfcarried; that as his own 
only conlified In a great Meafure of Perjians, who 
{erv'd him not without Reluttance, and gave him but 
!azy Afliftance \n that Expedition, h¢ ought to expeCt 
the fame Fate j that if lie did not come off with Ho
~our, it w0l!ld Be an indelib"Ie Stain to his Reputa ... 
tlon; that, In {hort, he had not a great deal to &ain 
if he fucc~d,e~, but that if ne mifcarriecl, his Lofs 
would be lIlhnite, J'lttrmgz.eb complied with t~-
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Arguments; arid rholJ&h whenever he fent Amball"a
dors afterwards to the Court of Pt'ljia, the fiill Arti
cl: of their Inftrucrion was alwaY$ to demand the Re
fiitution of Candahar, It was only look'd upon as a 
Matter of Form, and did not hinder the two K1I1g~ 
from living amIcably, when they had nothing to 
skuffie forelfewhere. 

T H U s the CIty of Candahartemain'd to Petjia. It 
wall a Place of the more Importance to this King
dom, becaufe it cover'd the FrontIers towards the ];~
dies; and there was none fa 1l:rong in all Perjia; it ha
vIng been fortified by European Inginecrs, whom 
Cha-Gehan the great Mogul employed there, while he 
was Mafter of It. AlI 'us the great Thorow-Fare of 
the Caravans th:lt go from Perjitz to the Imlzes, or that 
return thIther flOm thenre, lt has ennch'J it [elf by 
the Stay which the Car.lV.lIlS make there, and whIch 
the Governors had the Art (If protr.1Clmg. One 
may form a Judgment of its We.11tb, by the Tn
bute it p,lId to the Kll1g, whIch was twelve Pound 
Weight of Gold for every Dq 111 the Year, excluii vc 
of many other Duties, Fl11es, and Forfeitures. It 
lies in the tunc Latitude as l(pahan, at the Ddbnce 
of three hundred and fifty' 'Ferjian Leagues, which 
accOld1l1g to Sir Jobn Cbardm\ CalculatIOn in hI'5 Co
ronatIon of So/)'man, make above four hundred and 
fifty French Leagues. As it was from tl11S Clty that 
terrible Blow came which has ruin'd a Monarchy fo 
powerful as that of Perjia, I thought my [elf obhg'cl 
to omit nothing that might contnbute to give a per
fect Knowledge of it. 'I'a'Jcmier has left us a Draught 
l)f It in the FIfth Book of hiS Voyages to Perjia. 

T HIS City therefore IS the Capit:ill of the Pro,": 
vince where the Aghvanscwele difpers'd, living for the 
moil Part under Tents, hke the Tartars, being in
m'd to Heat and Cold, and all the Inclemencies of the 
~afons. \Vith them the Mafters, Slave~, Horfes, 
an4 Cattle lay confufedly under one and the fame Tent; 
and this People is io accllftomed to Ordure and Nafti
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nefs, that if a Horre drops dowl:1 dead b~ their Side, 
there they let him lie and rot, without ?elng.o.ffended 
at the Stench, or taking any more.N otlce ot It, than 
if they had not the Seole of Smelhng. 

THE y live upon very little, as moil: of the Ea
fiern N atlons do, and put up with wh~t they find, be 
it good Of bad. In the March wInch they made 
through the Deferts, that they were o~lig'd to paf:» 
over to I(pahan, they had no other N ounilimcnt thall 
parch'd Wheat, and their very General, the Ufurpcr 
Maghmud, was in thIs refpeCt on the fame Footll1g 
as the meaneft of hib Soldiers. When they had made 
themCelves Maners of 'Zutfa, a Town inhabited by the 
Armemam, a good Oltarter of a League from !JP.'lIJan, 
they found Soap there, which they tuok and cat lIke 
Sugar, having never feen any before. For they h.we 
no Soap nor Lye, but Kennel Dirt or Mud, into w}uch 
they put thell' LlOncn, and there knead it with their 
Feet, aft<:rwhlch they waih it in cold Water. They 
eat raw Cabbages, as alfo Lettices, and other S.lll.1d 
Herbs. 

N A Z I R.~ L L A, one ~f the chief Captains of 
the Army, ~emg at the ~ou[e of an Armmiarl Mer~ 
chant at Zulfa, lhe latter prefentcd him wlth a great 
Veifci,m which were feveral Pound W el!~ht of Clovc'1 
deGrmg hun to tafte them. N(4zir-UI/.J Colt up ad 
without any Ceremony, and though there were e
nough to have killc:d a Horfe, he was not fo much as 
incommoded by them. They have no other T.lble 
but the 9round, nor no Cloth, but thell" Bread which 
they hake in Pans in the Form of Pancakes. They eat 
thm Meat half drefs'd, after having laid it over the 
F).ames, or upon Live-Coals. In theIr greateft Enter
tall~me~ts they have nothmg more, and their only 
DrlOk IS Water, therebejllpfcarceany NatIOn per~ 
haps that IS mf)re averfe to \\ me. 

THE I R. Way of dreffing anfwers to the Caarfe-:
nefs of their Diet. They wear a Vefr, which hang.; 
down to their Toes,> and which they tuck up tOW;lra~ 
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the Waftc, under which they have a very wide P.lir or 
Drawers of pl,un Linneh, but their Legs are al way§ 
~are. The better Sort make ufe of Shoes or SlIppers 
'When they ride on Horfeback, as a1fo of a Sort of 
Boots of very hard Leather, which when they have 
:fitted on, they never pull off, but there let 'em remam 
till they rot away. 'Tis true, tnat fince they have 
Jnade themfelves Mafrers of Perjia, they have begun 
to wear the PerjiJln Habit, at leaH in Part, that IS to 
f."lY, they have taken the Veil: whIch reaches no lower 
th.ln the Knees. As to the refl: of thelf Habit, they 
have not yet made any Alteration in it, which bears 
fuch a mlx'd Arpete of Magnificence and Beggary; 
as is fomewhat ndlculous. For 'tis a fr1.lnge Medley; 
to fee under a VeO: of Gold Stufr; a Wide Pall' of 
Drawers of coarfe Linen, and under there a P~Uf of 
Stock1l1gs that is yet coarfer; for that is the Drds of 
the chief Men of their NatIOn now at Ijj)ahan. With 
there Veffs of Gold or Brocade, they mal,c no Scru· 
pIe to fir down upon the bare Ground, with dleir Legs 
extended, not canng how they bed,~ggle them WIth 
Dm. The only Thmg ~Jey ,ue neat 111 lS, a long and 
broad'Piece of coarre L1I1Ln, which they we.tr about 
their N ecle,' from whence it hangs down befO! e them 
lIke a Slabberi'ngBib, and wl11ch they mJ.ke ufe of to 
defend themfelves from the Injuries of the Air, and 
~rpecially to cover their Arms when it rains. As tn 
their Heads, which are fuav'd; except a little Tuft of 
H,lit which they leave at the Side of each Ear, they 
Jl.lve nothing to cover them but a fort of Scarf, which 
they fold (everal Times round, and one End falls down 
upon the Snouldcr, whIle the other frands up in Form 
of a Crdt upon the He.ld, which in the Manner they 
order i!, looks very noble. Their Samons, who are, 
as it were, their Fryars or Priefts, are tRe only People 
that do not cut their Hair, nOf on the other Hand, do 
they ever comb it. Their ComplexlOn is not altoge
ther bbck, bot fwanhy, very brown, and il1clining to 
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black. They-are very ill fuaped, but of a netVous and 
robull Conffitution, of infinite Skill and Agility on 
Horfeback; fo thadf they let any thing fall to the 
Ground, they eafily take it up, without alighting 
from their Horfes. 

A s to theIr Women, they go bare-fac'd, contra .. 
r't to the Cullom of allllofi: all the Eaft. 'they wear 
Ear-Pendants, either of Glafs, or fuch other Matter,. 
which hang down to the Waift. They have their 
Heads fhav'd as weU as the Men, but then they wear 
Horfc-TaIls round their lteads, which hang down 
backwards to the Grol1nd. They alfo make ufe of' 
Linen Drawers and BuskIns, and cover their godics 
with a long Robe, which they tie with a Girdle under 
theIr Breafts. 

B v T to come now to what is more the Bufinefs of 
thIS Hiftory, in the CharaCter of thi' Nation, that;" 
ttl fay, in Affairs MIlitary, it muft be own'd, that 
there IS not perhaps a People in the World that has [0 
much Inclination to War, and that is betterform'd 
and train'd up to it, their whole Lives being fpent al .. 
moft in one continued Robbeif', after the Manner of 
the ~artars, and in makinW'~xcl1rfions among theit 
Neighbours for Plunder. 

A i to their Manner ot Fighting in a regular Bat .. 
tle, they fall on thus: They place at firft ill the Front 
1>f their Army, in the Nature of their forlorn Hope§ 
"the beft Troops they have, which they call Nafockci 
pd Rechlu'lJan, i. e. Butchers and Wreftlers. Thefe 
~ake the Oufet, and fall impetuoufly upon the Ene-
1I1Y, without obferving Order or Rank in theirAttack, 
~ut puiliing forward, in order to open aWay for the 
reft of the Army, which after this firft Shock, finds 
.much ldS Rdiftance. But \fhen they are warmly 

~
:engaged' thofe N afoclcci retire in Flank to the Rear of 

he Army, where they form .l Rear Guard, which is 
nly to force thole whom they have engaged with the 
nemy to fight, and to hinder any Booy from falling 
ack. When they perCei1e onc running away, ta 
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fall upon him, and force him to return toJiis Polt with 
fuch heavy Blows, that if he does not make hafte, they 
kill him. We m-ay judge of theIr Rdolutlon and Seve
tity, by a Paffitge that happen'd at the Attack of the 
Bridge of AbuJatbah. As a Soldier who-wa$ wounded 
therem his Right Arm only retir'd to h:!ve hiS Wound 
drels'd, a Nafockcz came to hun, and drove him back 
to his Rmlks, biddmg him fight wIth hIS Left Hand, 
if he cOLlld not with his RIght; and addmg by Way 
of Banter, that if he ibould allo lo~c his Lett Arm, he 
muit bite the Enemy wIth his Teeth By this DI[po
iition of the Order of Battle, an Army was indos"d, 
~s it were, between two Fires, that of the Enemy 111 

Front, and tnat of the Rear Guard on their Backs, 
whIch qUlte cut off their Retreat, fo that they were 
under an indl(?enfable Neceffity, either to conquer or 
the. Thefe iame Ntrfackd are the Perl (Ins whole Bu
linefs it is to carry off the BoJIes of thole who ale 
kill'd in the Blttlt~; but as to the Bodies of thofe who 
are fl.lin In the Flight, no Care is taken of them. Be
frdcs the Sword and the Pike, whICh they manage ve
ry well, they have :rlfo':llfrols, whic:h begin to be ve
ry common amongft thelii. Before they hali conquer'd 
PerJia, they were half n~,~ed, and h.\d no other de
fermve \V capons but a Buckler or Cuirars of very hard 
l .. e.lther doubled. But now they make ufe of fine 
CUlralfes of Iron, which they found among the Spo.t.ls 
of their vanquifh'd Enemy. But as brave and refo
lute a::; they are 10 the open Field and in Battles, they 
are altogether as lazy and cowardly in Si~ges, wInch 
they know noth-ing of. So that there are !till rome, 
{mall Towns in the Neighbourhood of IJPahan, of 
which they could never yet nuke t11cruti::lves Mafren ; 
and If they have reduc'd all the rcft, It was only by 
StraNgem, or by' cutting off the Cmals, or by Fa
tnine, and not by Forc". 

BUT one Thing which contributes as much t~ 
\!l'e S1,l<;,c:G Qf thei~ Vll<ienakings, 1$ the e.v.afr Dif· 
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.ciptine of their Troops. Perhaps there are no Corpt 
\vherethe Leaders have mote Authority, and are bet.l 
ter obey'd. Though difpers'd 10 the leveral ~arter' 
of IfPahan, the Signal i~ no fooner given, but they 
repair in an Inll:ant to theu' Colours J and the Momen~ 
they took Polfe11ion of I(pahan, the Townlinen were 
fo [afe and [ecure, that they might c,lrry their Monet 
in then· HJ.Ods, or upon their Heads, without fear ot 
any Violence fl·oll'l the Soldiers. In the Tumulc 
whieh happen'd when the Sultan AJzraff, who now 
reIgns, \Vas plac'd upnn the Throne in Maghmud's 
fread, and dunng which the dghvans fought WIth one 
another, all tht People ot IfPahan {hut their Shops1 

and kept clote withm Doors j but, as Coon as the RIot 
was [upprdled, the new Sultan fent Orders the very 
fame Day to open the Shops on Payment of a great: 
Fine, which was done immedIately WIthout any Pre .. 
judlcc to the poorell: Burgher. 

T Ii E ill TrclItment of t1lOfc who becdme their 
Pn(oners by the Laws of War, has nothing in it of 
the BarbarIty WC find among 00: of the other eallern 
Nations. They look upo the felling of them into 
~lavt:1 'j to bl' a heinous In maDlty, which they hold 
in Abhorrence 'rlS tr c, indeed, that they keep 
th~m at Home as Slaves, and make them rio the Drud .. 
gery; but, betides that, in the Time even of theit' 
Slavery~ they treat them With Kindnefs and Care j 
they never fall, if they do but pleafe them, to refton: 
them to Liberty at the End of a certain Term j in 
Which Refpect they differ as widely from the other 
Ajzatic/:.s, as they do in Good-Manners. For the1 
c~n't be reproached wi~h any of thofe incontinent ana 
ddf?lute Extravag~ncles, fo frequent among theit 
Neighbours; and If any of them Ilre faulty In th~ 
Kind, at Jeaft it does not break our, and they conceal 
it to themfclvcs a.s a Vice whu .. h i. neither commoll 
nor authorized in their Country. 

T H I 8 is the CharaCter of the Nation o( the ../gIJ.. 
""s, who have lately C'onquered P#rfia, and proha-
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bly would never have thought of a Defign of fuch tm
portance, if they had not had a. Man among them of a 
Genius above his Countrymen; and who at fuch a 
Difrance, difpofed Matters fo well, that he left his Son 
in a Condition to finilh what he had but jufr drawn a 
Sketch of, and what he would never perhaps have 
ventured to puih fo far. 

T 11 ~ Perron 1 mean is the famous Myrr-Weis, Fa" 
ther to Myrr-Maghmud, who dethron'd Schah-Huffiin. 
Kmg of PerJia, and Uncle by the }I'ather's Side to 
Myrr-A!zraf!, who fucceeded Maghmud, and reigns 
at this Day. The Author of the Account inferted 
in the Mercury for November 1126. was mifinform
cd, when he reprefcnted him as a Man born of the 
Dregs of the People. The FIgure he made at Canda
har twenty· five Years ago, and the Title of Myrr; or 
Lord, whIch he then was called by, plainly fuews that 
he was no mean Man; and certainly, it he had been 
of as barc Extracbon as the Author of that Relation 
tays, either he would not have been in a Condition to 
glve that Umbrage he dId to the Governor of Canda
Ea,r, or the latter would'i-0t have carneo it fo fair to 
him as he did, amidfi: the Sl>.fpicions he had of his Con .. 
duCt. 
l' It I S Governor of Cand'ahar, who was the firfl: 

Man that took U Il1brage at the Conduct of MYI r-Weis 
"'as GeorgI-Kiln, Prince of GeQrgia. This Prince af
ter having governed Georgia fome Time in Quality of 
the Kan, or Governor, nominated by the Kmg of 
Perji", who, according to antient Capitulations made 
with the great Schah-Abas, cannot place any Gover
nor in Georf.i., buta Prince of this Family, was wea
ry of this Dependance, and took Advantage of tbe 
Weaknefs of the Perflab Court, to frcte himfelf from 
the Yoak, and to refume all the Righu of Sovereign .. 
ty which his Anceftors had enjoy'd. He Wai a great 
Captalll, and the Army that was fent againft him, :lI 

foonas they were informed of his R.evolt, could not 
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have brought him to Reafon, if they had only attack. 
ed him with open Force; but the Money that was 
flIpped into the Hmds of the chIef Lords ot the Coun
try, who ,-re difbnguiihed by the Title of Erijltl'w, 
did what the Forces of Perfta could never have done. 
All thofe Grandees rcm'd WIth their Troops, and the 
Prince finding himfe1fabandon'd, had no other Courfe 
to take but to fly till he could negotiate his Retu.rn" 
and make his Peace. This he did with the more Eafe, 
becaufe he was affifted with the Credit of hIS Brother, 
who was at Court, where he officiated as Divan- Beg, 
or ChIef-J ufliciary, whIch IS one of the firft Offices 
in the Kmgdom. By his Means, therefore, he ob
tam'd a Pardon for his Rebellion, and was re-efiablifh
ed in his GOllernmenr. But as his paft Conduct ren
der'd hlm ftill fufpeeted at Court, they took hold of an 
Opportumty whIch offer'd to remove him from Geor .. 
gta, by giving him an honourable Commlilion to tho 
. other End of the K,.ingdom. ThIS OccaGon was owing 
to an EmbafTy from the Great Mogul. 

T HIS powerful Prince, who for above fifty Years, 
that he had loft Candahar, made no other Ufe of his 
Pretenfions upon that~ Ct but to trump them up 
when,,,, er he had a Mmd t make the Kings of Perfi4.. 
uneafy, fent a great and tely Embaify to Schah-Huf. 

Jew, in the BeglOning 0 his ReIgn, to demand that 
Place of 111m. The Court of Perjia, who took it for 
a Mcmce of War, refolved to fortifY' themfelves 0,11 

the FrontIer toward~ Mogul, and chofe the famQlGe"r. 
gi-Kan to command there, that was lately re-eftabhih
cd 10 Georgza. Nobody was more capable than he to 
fecure the Frontier againft the Enterprizes of the Mo..
gul; and betides, hiS Capacity and Valour, which 
kept the Coun in continual UneaGnefs while he com
manded in Geofgla, might b~ employ'd without an y 
H~zard at the other End ()f the Kmgc1Pm. He ~ 
ce1\red Orderli therefore, to je:r out with his Troops, 
=-nd to repair to Ca'lld4bar, to C<)mmaad in that Pro
vmce, and to watcluhe Motiomof dte Mogul; and, 
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Yl the mean time, Kojlrou-Kan, hIs NcpbC\v, was 
pominclted to be hJ:!i Lieutenant 10 GeorgIa, and to go
!Vern It 111 his N .. mc. 

G EO R G I-K A ~ behav'd in this new Governmen,t 
to the entIre SatisfactIon of the Court, whore I nte~
lions he pUlfued there to a TIttle. Forastheywere 
flot for a War; and as they tenc him Co Candahar not 
fo muc.h to make War, as to depnve the Mogul of all 
pretence and TemptatIon to it, he took care, on the 
one Hand, to e!hbldh [0 good a Regulation In the 
Heart of the ProvInce, that the Mogul coule). not 
hope to furpnze it; and, on the other Hand, to keep 
the refrlefs 4gbvans he Iud under his Command witllJll 
Bounds, and to hmder them efpec.Ja.lly £i'om makmg 
Jhofe Incllrfions, wlllch they often took the LIberty 
to make upon the !,ands of the Mogul. an,d whIch 
~hat Pnnce mIght have alledged as a fufficicllt Provo
cation to fend an Army agamfi the Province. Such 
WIfe Conduct which !under'd any nfing at Home or 
,Abroad, rcconcll'd him totally to the Court. But 
the Thmg that compleatly cancelled all old SUfPICI
(ms, and alto gain'd hlm a Share of Confidence, was. 
the IntellIgence he gav~' th refpeCt to 111)'1 r-Wcir; 
land which could oilly pro d from a Mimfrer as zea
lous for the Inreretl: of the" tate, as he was able and 
dear-lighted to dlfcover eve.·y thing that could af .. 
'fea: it. 

As the City of Candahar, which ferves fora Ram
part to the whole Province, is the ftrongeft PIJce 10 
Perjia, Georg:-Kan faw prefently that that Prov1l1ce 
ltad nothiNg to fColr trom the Mogul, as long as all 'Was 
'Juiet at home. ThIS made him chIefly turn his Eye 
to the People tha~ inhabited it, m order to fludy thell' 
<:;.haraeter and Humour. He perceived that they were 
, rclHers turbulent Peop!e, natur.ally Warlike, never 
:floafed, but when they were making Excurfions up
vn their Neighbours; and fo brave and refolute, that 
they only w~nted a Leader to become as formida
h16 tn thP'r Snv"'r~-\go~ when they knew their OW~ 
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"Strengh, as they were to the Frontiers of their Pr~ 
vince. M}rr-lf,"m feemed to him a very fit Perron to 
~a this Palt. He was in one of tbe ~hief Stations at 
Candah.11, ,vhere he exerClfed the Office of Chic/efJ
tar, or ImeaQ,mr forraifing the Trlbute pai" LO the 
Kmg j and he m.ln.tged this Employment with a ae: 
neroiity, Dliintercffednefs, ana Nodnefs, wb\ch 
won h1ln the Hearts of tflc People. He was e'X~eEd
ing rich, and made a very proper U[c of his 'Vealth 
~o oblige all M,mkmd, and to procure hlmfelf Friends 
and Crc.lturcs. HI) Llberahty was the m()re d.lnge
rom, be.c,mfe it was accompauied with that gracious 
popular Air, as ne, '-I" f:'lls to make an ImprcHion olt 
the Vulgar, who are &enerally deceived by it; and by 
whom he wa'>, thereeorc, beloved evc.o. to Adora,. 
tll>n. 

• THE Prince Gcorgi-Kal1, no [ooner perceived wh~ 
he was dnvlng at, but he took Umhrage; and, af~ 
t.::r havl!1~ inlonned the Court of his Sufpicions, he 
thought he could do nothing of more Importance for 
the \)(cunry of the Province, than to remove hun from 
it, by [enJmg hlln to Ifpahan. In Turky they would 
not have u[ed that Ccrcl110 ; and a poiitive Orper to 
ft:!1J t'1e Head of .Alr,-r-lf is.., would have made both 
the Governor amI the urt eal)" as to him: But in 
Perjia, where tht: Auth rity, a.) acfpotlck 4lS It js, is 
cxercI[ed with more Lenity and Moderation, they 
were oblIged to take other Mea[ures. The Governor, 
therefore, contettted himfelf with fending him to 
Court, notlndced as a Prdoncr, but cau[ed To £hiB: all 
Eye to be kept over him, that he could not eaJily e
fcape.. At the fam~ time he rent Word to the King, 
that If he had a MIOd to [ccure that Province, he 
fhould take care not to fuft"cr My.rr-Weis ever .to rt:
'fum to Ctzndabtvr. 

T HIS Proceeding of Georgi~Kan was a Piece Qr 
great Policy. as the Event tuHy proved; and Schah
Hu./fem wou~d have heen frill upon the Throne, if hI; 
~ Qat devl3.tcd frOUl the Advice whicb this wife Go· 

I t t'CTns.c; 



114 The Hiftoryof tbe late 
vernor gave him; but Myrr-Wm by his I nfinuations,! 
foon rendered the Governor'~ Pre-caution and Counk\ 
of no EffeCt. As he arrived at Court with the Cha .. 
ratter of a dAngerous and fufplciou$ Perfon, his firtl: 
.! ppearance there was in the Nature of a GtOz-~utzack" 
or one that is always narrowly watched. But as foon 
as \e "bad Time to look about him, and to view the 
Ground, what with his fupple and ph ant Temper, his 
flattering and engaging Behaviour, and the Splendor 
he hved m,wl1ich alwaY5 gIves a Man CredIt in Courts" 
he found Means by his Fnends to remove the Prejudi
ces whIch the Governor of Canduh,-;zr had ralfed agamft 
him; and though, partly out of Regard to Georgl-' 
Kan, they were not willmg to fend hIm Home ag,un, 
yet he was no longer watched at Court as a fufplClOUS 
Perfon, but flood on the fame Terms there WIth the 
other Courtiers, and even thofe who were moil: wel
come there. 

THE EXEcnce he put himfclf to there, which the. 
great Riches he was Mafier of enabled him to Ulpport, 
Jiad put him on a Footing which gave him Accefs [0 

the greateil: Perfons at I/ptthan. There was not a Houfe 
of any Mmifier, or Lor~ of the firil: Rank, where 
he was nor heartily wclcon!:; fo that any other Per
fon in his Place that had only ~im'd to be dIfiinguifhed 
at Court, would have been hIgbly pleafed with bis De
friny. But Myrr-WeH, who had Views much morc 
exalted, only confidered fuch Regard at Court, as a 
p,roperMeans to facilitate his Return to his own Coun
try. ThIS he labour'd by Degrees; and in the mean 
time, that he might be a Gamer by the Force which 
was put upon hIm to fray at Jfpahan, and by that fort 
of Banilhment, which he was kept in at Court, he 
applied himfelf to get a. thorough Knowledge of it, 
ana fiudlCd how to make a profitable Ufe of hIS DifcO-: 
venes. 

THE Oppofition aI)d Antipathy of the tWQ FacH ... 
cns intI,) whtch the .Court was divided~ could not long 
cfcape the Penetration of a Man fo qUlck-fiBbtcd ~n()" 
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cunning ~ he was. ~e no fooper ~erceiv~ it1 ~ut he 
refolved to make a thIrd Party, by lDfinu~t1ng hlmfdf 
into the other two; and he concerted hIS MCafures fo 
well, and fo artfully covered his Defign .that he Wa$ 

never fufpeeted by either. W ~en he was I~l Comp -:. 
with Perfons of the fame Facbon as the Pnnce Geo '1-

Kan, he thought no Enco~iums too great to e W 

upon him. Accordmg If) hzm, " H~ ~as A PnJ.ce 'l'f 
" the higheft Merit, one of the KIng s moft faithful 
" Servants; and one of the moll: zeafous Men for the 
~, publick Tranquillity. Never did any Governor di["! 
" cover fo much F(II'c-fight, AttentIOn, or Integritr' 
" In thorr, he was a Man born for the publick GOOL ; 

" :lnd the very Terror of hiS Name only, with the 
" CharaCter he had for his Capacity and Val OUt", had 
" kept the Great Mogul in~tefpea, and hindclcd hil1l 
,~ from makmg a Difturbance." He faid all this wIth 
an AIr fo natural and fo pcr[wafive, that the Divan 
Beg, Georgz-Kan's Brother, thought it all fincere, and 
~ould not help chldmg hiS Brother in his Letters, fo~ 
having Ill-treated, :lnd raIled a SuCpiclOn of the M-:tn 
that was the moil: devoted tIl him of aU the World i 
that Cpoke of him In thc~dfOmCfl: Terms; and that 
was no kfs than his Pane rift at Court. 

BUT when he happ' ed to be with thofe of the 
contrary Facbon, WIth whom he thought he might 
talk very freely concernmg this Prince, his Language 
was the very reverIe. "Then he was a Man canlc:er'J 
" WIth AmbItion, and in fome Contrivance againll: 
" the Government. He had only removed him from 
" Ct'ndahar5 fold he, becaufe he thouO"bt he looked 
" over his Shouiders, Ilnd faw too £'IT ll1~0 his Defigns, 
'!- and becau[e he was too zealous a Servant, to hiS Li~ 
~: kmg, ~or t~e ~ing's Interc.fl-s, and too well inclined 
, to mamtam hl~ Countl7mcn in their Obedience 
"Th h •. en e complained 0 the Duorders committed 
" by the Ge(lf'gzan Troops, which this Prince had 
~ brought with htm, and which, fays he, fcrvc only 
~' to op~refs the Province. Why ibould the King-:: 
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" dom be put to the Expence of maint;tining an Ar
" my, wluch has the Stain of a latc RebellIon frelli 
" (Jpun It, and which perhaps is b.J.ttening at Gada
,~ bar, only to begin a new one? If there was an ab
~, folute Neceffity for keepmg up n Army in that 
"~",?rovince, it were much better that they jhoulri be 
" 1l.~ps and Generals of the PcrJi~JII N atlon, who 
" m 1 be Gainers b the Abundance of a Country 
u [0 it -ely to enrich them." And upon this TOplCk 
he warmly prefs'd them, one after another, to have an 
Eye to this Government, by telling them howeafily 
thcy might make their Fortunes there, WIthout any 
N f)lfe, and offenng them his hearty Services to that 
End. He back'd thefe DI[courJes, which he took 
care to time well, WIth Prc[cms of that kind, whlclt 
are welcomc from a fine Gentleman, and which one 
would thmk might be given and recelVed WIthout any 
Confl'"qucnce, though generally they tou(h to the 
QUick. ThOk: \vcre fine India Cahcoes, wIuch arc 
very much coveted m Per/la, :lnd efpecullj Ccrtalll 
Woollen Stuff~, which are marc pnzed there than 
Cloth of Gold. HavlOg [0 much W c;l.lth at his Com
mand, he fpared noCoii'ro get what was the nicelt, 
moO: exquifite, and beO: wi ought of the KlOJ, and 
beftow'd them fo h:tpptly amollg the chtef Men of the 
two FaCtions at Court, tIut hi acquired an equal In
tereft With both. It was by thefe artful Methods, thIS 
fubtle Management that he abfolutely demohilicd all 
Prejudices tnat had been raifcd agamfr hun; and that 
from a Man who W.lS fufpcfted, and, as It were, a Pn
foner of Sute when he came to Court, he came to be 
dill:inguilbed thete as a Con fidem, and to have a great 
Share m the King's F.lVour, to whom he was as ac
ceptable as the mott favoured of hjs Courti~rs. 

As foon as A(frr-lIretJ\-ound himfelf in this Situa
tion at the Court of Jfpahan, he thought that nothmg 
could contribute more to confirm the good Opinion 
there entertain'd of him, than fome popular ACt of 
Goodnets, which might ~ve hiQl all AU' of D~vo~ 
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tion, and make him efreem'd as a Man zealous for hiS! 
Religion and Sal \'ation. A PIlgrimage to A-fem~ was 
very proper to produce that Rlfefr, and to conce"l frill 
greater Ddigns, which we ihalliay open hereafter. 

T HIS Pllgnmage IS an Article which is as much 
recommended as any In Mahomet's Law. 'TIS e~e a. 
Command obliging upon filCh as have Ablhtle~. ~ do 
it, and arc not lunder'd from It by filCh great ,c.s, 
and confidel,lb1e Employments, as do not ad It of 
their Abfence. As Mahomet is equally reputed hotll. 
among the Perji4n5 and the Turks tor the true Mcffiah, 
q,nd as their Dlff('r..-:nce is only about the SuccelTor of 
this falfe Prophet~ the Precept enjommg the PII~ri
mage to Mecca concerns them all ahke: But tIllS Ve
votlOn ;5 not ncar fo much in Vogue ID Per/ia, as it is 
in Tttrh', and the refl: of the Mahometan \V orld ; 
efpeclal1y {inee the Reign of Schab-Abas the Gr~at, 
who left no Methods untried to run It down, and to 
divert his SubjeCts from It. 

T H J S Pnnce, whoie Attention nothing that could 
tn the leafl: .lffett his DOmInIOnS e[caped, perceIved 
that Pllgn mages of thiS Nature to l'&cca and Jl.fedina, 
alw.1Ys earned a great Qyahtlty of Gold out of IllS 
Kingdom, becauCe the Pdlgrims took no Coin WIth 
them but Gold DucatsJ as well to pay the Tnbutes 
demanded by the Turls and Arabs through whore 
Lands they were oblIged to pafs, as to dl:fray the other 
Expences of the Journey. In order to remedy this 
MIfchIef, he deftgn'd not to cut off thore Pilgrimages, 
whIch would only have ferved to fnghten fhe Popu
bce,who are always fondly fuperftitious, but to change 
the TIme of making them, and to turn the Devotion 
of his People towaras another Objefr, whIch did not 
obhge them to guit his DOllllDlOns For thI~ End he 
macfe Choice of a Place c-lll{:d Mefzat, whIch Taver
nier .calls Meched, and Chardm, Metched, 10 the Pro
vince of Coraffan, and built there 10 Honour of one 
of their Imm,s, which they have 10 great Veneration, 
!lftatc1y MO['lue, which was ~alleJ fm{ln-Rcza,. ar:ht 
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the N arne ()f that ImatJ. As he knew the Devotion 
of the People is eafily le-d away by external Decoration, 
and the Magnificence of Ornaments, he fpared no 
Expence in tIus RefpeCt, even fo fa.r as to cover the 
!lome with Plates of Gold. At the tame time he an ... 
{l~ed great Revenues to It, for the Maintenance of the 
pri~hat were to officIate there: And becaufe no
ttrl~g nakes fo much Imprefllon upon the SubjeCts, 
as the xample of the {>rince, he was refolved hlmfelf 
to make thIS Pilgrimage m Perfon, attended by hIs 
whole Court, and with all the Pomp that ufed to ac .. 
company Royal MaJdly. The Courtiers bemg {enfi~ 
ble that they could not make theIr Court to hIm better 
than by erymg up this new Altar, w hleh he had iately 
fet up in OppOlltlOn to that of Mecca, did not fail, 
when they came back, to make a great Noife of the 
pretended MIracles of [man-Reza, WhlCh, though 
dtfcredited by People of Senfe, were fo ftroDr.171y oe
lieved by the Vulg,u', wha took them for rea, that 
theyaddrcffcd all their Prayers this Way, and by Dc· 
grees left off their PIlgnmages to Mecca. The Sue .. 
eeffars of Scbah-Abas foijawed the fame Plan to wean 
their SubJects more and more from a Devotiun whIch 
was looked upan as preJudlCml to the Interefrs of the 
State j fa that It was rather ta~rated there than fufler- , 
ed; and though Schah-fIuJ!etn ",as fomewhat relax 10 

[}:is Point, as 11e had been m ather Maxims of his Pre
decetTors, yet the PIlgrimage to Mecca wa~ frill in great 
Difefi:eem, and few People in Per(ia were tempted to 
make it. 

BUT this Canlideration could nat effect Myrr .. 
Weis, who though a Mahomctan as well as thePerjians" 
was of a different Seer, the fame with the 7'Nrks. The 
two SeCts, into which all the Mahamctam. are divided, 
are dlfrmgUlih'd by the ~ames of Sunni and Rafi. The 
former comprehends the 'I'urks, and the other Follow
ers of Omar; and the latter includes the Perjiam, and 
the other Followers of Ali. The Agh'Vans, by fub
Itlitting to the Domin,ion of the King5 of RerJitz, had 

made 



Re-ufJlutiolJ of PER S I A. tI9 

maae it an Article in their Capitulation, that they 
fhould not be molefted ror their Religion, on Account 
of the Sea: to which they adher'd i and never was any 
Trouble givr-n them on that Head; confequently they 
were not furpriz'd at Court, thatMp·r-Weis, beiIjg 
an honeft Su"i~ had the Devotion to go to Mecc9-,,-Aor 
which 'Pilgrimage thofe of that SeCt: have the ~g~ll 
Veneration. On the contrary, they were ver};muCli 
edified, to fee that a Man who l.iv'd fo agreeably as he 
did at ifpohan, had Power to wlthftand all the Charms 
that mIght have kept him there, to follow the DIctates 
of his Devocion and Zeal. Befides, he obtain'd Leave 
to make this Pilgrimage with the lefs Difficulty, be
caufe inftead of carrymg him back to Candahar, it re
mov'd him four or five nundred Leagues farther fi·om 
It; for IJPahan hes almoft in the Centre between Can
dabar and Mecca, having the former on the Edt, and 
the other on the Weft, inclining to the South. 

T H U s did My"-Weis fet out for Mecca; 'Which 
devout PIlgrimage deferves the more Notice upon this 
Account, becaufe It was the Foundation of all his fu
ture Undertakings. It ferv~ as the Epocha of tlie firft 
Blow that he {huck at the Perfian Monarchy, and mua: 
be look'd upon as the Source of all thofe Incidents; 
which afterwards prov'11 its Ruinj as I fha11 now prQ
ceed to fhew. 

THO UGH the Intrigud and the Management of 
My"-Weis while he was at Candahar, were Juftly fut: 
pe8:ed by the Government, who had Reafon to take 
Umbrage at it, yet there was nothing criminal in his 
Conduce. There's all the Reafon in the W orId to 
think, that he was not well affecced to the State at 
:hat time ; but it he had any Views of Rebellion, 
:hey could only be founded on wild Projcih. which 
~e faw himfelf there was no Likelihood of bringing 
to pars; and 'tis very probable that he would liavc 
Il:opp'd there, if theJoumeywhich he was forc'd to 
nake to Court had nol divefted him of a Prejudice 
~!Uch had, till then, prov'd a Bar to all his Defi~ •. 

H. 
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HE had all along depended Cd much on hi, Credif; 
on the Aff"cebon of the People, on his Power, on hlS 

Riches, and the great Number of his Friends and Ad
herents, that he thought him[elf in a Condition to 
r;\\fe a Rebellion in the Province, and to be Mall:er of 
th~""ft~ltal CIty of it whcn he pleafed. But when he 
~hoUght himfelf of the over-grown Power of the 
King bf Perjia, fuch as he fancied It to be, hJS im
menfc T.·ea1ures, hIS Forces in all Parts, the Armies 
whIch he kept in Pay on his Frontiers, and which upon 
the firft Ordcrwould pour in upon him, and crufu him 
to Pieces, his HC:l.rt fall'd him. Hc look'd upon 1m 
ProJeCts as wlld Chlmxras; and it appear'd vlfible to 
him, that the Contequence of fuch an Attempt would 
only be the Rum of hlmfelf firilof all, and that then 
it would gl ve llawful Pretext to aggravate the Yoke 
ofhls Countl'ymen, who would blamc hIm tor it, and 
for ever abhor him. 

HE was full of there Idc:ls and Prepoffeffic.ns when 
he camc to Court; but he had not becn there many 
Months, e'er he was of another Mmd. This Power 
which he apprehcnded to be fo formidable WJlf'n he 
\71ewed it at a great Difr:mce, was much leffened when 
he faw it clordy. He had i9deed a great Numbetof 
Troops on Foor, but for moft. part ill pay'd, 111 kept, 
difgufted with theIr Servlce~ too weak and dlfplr~ted 
to do any thing of Moment, and cramp'd by the Di
Yifion of the MimHers, one Part of whom mInded no ... 
thing but to thwart the Projects of the other. Be .. 
fides all this, he [aw a Kmg of a mean Spint w1thout 
Knowledge or Experience, who knew not the State 
of his Kingdom [0 much as the loweft of his SubjeCts, 
a meer Slave to the Eunuchs, who corntnanded in his 
N arne, and were more Kmgs than himfelf. My,.,.
Wei!, who was a Man of Reflection and good Judg
ment, when he faw the Confufion of Affairs, and the 
Weaknefs of the Government, could Dot expretS hi. 

,Surprize, to fee that the State fubfifted; and he per .. · 
~eiv' d that it waSlllOJ"C OW~S ~Q j~ ;R.ej?ll~\ion than .to 
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its StrenO'th; and tbat confidering the low Condition, 
to whlCI~ the Kingdom was reduc'd, there was no Pro
vince fo imall, but mIght fluke off the Yoke with 
ImpUnIty, and fet it felf free if it had but the CouragCl 
to attempt it. 

\V HAT he had all along thought impraB:ica"b1e~ 
and as it were chimerical, 10 the Sch!"mes wMch-h~ 
had fometimes contrlv'd for a Rebellion, appeJ.p'd thell 
to hm1 not only poffible, but even eafy and infallible. 
From that Moment he fonn'd and fix'd hiS ProjeB: i. 
and the firftthing he did in Confequcnccwas thcJour .. 
ney to Mecca. 

W H A 'I' EVE R was his Confidence in the Credit 
that he had acquir'd with hIS Countrymen, he thought 
that jn an f,nterprize offuch Importance as thAt whIch 
he had in his Head, there was an abiolute N eceffity of 
bmdmg them to hIS Intereft,by fomething yet fhon~er 
than [he Affechon which they bore to him, and w luen 
might be of fuch a Nature, as indlfpenfJ.bly to engage 
the \vhole Nation; and as there is no Tie more power
ful or efficacious than that of Confcience, he propo
fed to turn hiS Rebellion into a War of Religion, and 
to get the SanCtion of a Law for itl to whIch even tile 
molt moderaLe of the Nation cOUld not but pay a De
ference, and.l blind SI~bmlffioIl. 

T HAT was the Motive of his Pilgrimage: to Mee
ta, where, after he had perform'd the DeVOIrs of hi .. 
ReligIOn, he [cnt to defire the chief DoCtors, whO' 
relided both at Mecea and Medina, that they would 
pTeafe to grant him a particular and f~cret Conference-, 
~n order to confult them, and take their Opmcon on. 
fame Scruples of Confcienec, which had for a lOflg 
Timedlfturb'd him. The Conference being grante~ 
Myrr-IYm open'd it with trugnifieent Prefents of all 
~he richefr ana fineft Things that he could pick up in 
Perlia, and then [old [hem, that [hough his Confci
('nee had for a long Time prefs'd him tQ come to Maho
'NIet's Tomb, yet hI' mult confcfs to them, that one of 
the chief Motives which hac! at laft dctermin'd him to. 

Wldertakc-
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lmdel'take that pious tedious Pilgrimage, was the De,; 
fire he had of con[u1tins the moIl: learned Doctors of 
the Law, and the greateft Lights of the Mahometan 
Religion; that the Situation he was in of being re· 
dqc'd with his whole Nation under the Obedience of a 
het'ctick Prince, had ftarted Doubts and Perplexlties 
in bis tiind, which nothing lees than an Authonty fd 
irrefragable as theirs could Tatisfy j that he knew that 
their DeCluons wtre admitted as Oracles in all the 
CoUtts of the Eaft j that he would receive them for 
bim and his Countrymen with the fame Reverence, 
and that he would adhere to what they fhould pro ... 
!Jounce, as much as if Maliomet himfelf had decided it. 

AFT E R this iliort Preamble, he propoCed his 
Doubts to them by Way of Cafes of Confcience. 
FIR S T; hedeured to know, " Whether in theOp
" preffion which the Perfians were kept under, they 
" could in Confcience lay hold of any favourable Op
ec portunity to recover theIr antient Liberty by Force 
" of AI f!lS, and free themfelves from a Y cke, by 
«, which they were cr.unp'd in the Exercife of" rheir 
" Reh~ion, the Laws of which were violated every 
" Day. 

" S B CON D L y, he defired to know if they were 
" oblig'd to keep the Oath of Allegiance, which the 
" chieF Men of each Family Bad been forc'd, with 
" the Knife at their Throats, to fwear to Hereticks of 
" the Mulfulman Law, fuch as the Perjians, efpedal .. 
" Iy confidering the N on-obfervance of the Conven .. 
" tiolll ftieulated, and Privileges granted under the 
" Seal of the Oath taken by the King, and not mind· 
" ed by the Perjians, who not content with all the 
~, Affronts which they have loaded them with, have 
" juft now, as the laft InG.tlt they ("an fubject them to, 
&, put them under the Slavery at Ghiahours, (a Term 
'l that Ggmfies Infidel, and which the Mutfulmen in· 
" fult the Chriftians with,) who take away their 
" Wives and Daughters, carry their Sons into Slavery 
".~o Geotgia, and feU them afterwards like .Cattle J 

" thac 
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" that moreover they prophane and deride what was 
" moil: facred in theIr Religion, and that many of 
" them, forc'd bv the GeorgIans, had had the Mistor· 
" tune to ablure"Mahornetlfm, orelfe bemg feduc'd 
" and drawn"away by the Perjians, embrac'd their 
" Sea, both to the great Prejudice of the Mahome .. 
" tan Religion" " 

THE S E two Cafes of Confcience were Iilurh the 
fame in Effea; for admitting that it had been decided 
as to the firft, that they mIght in Coniclcnce rebel a
gainil: their Kmg, 'us eVIdent, that from that Time 
they were not bouno to their Oath of Allegianct. 
But probably Myrr-ffCes was very glad to put Things 
in the il:rongefi Light he could, and to have an Occ.l
fion by FJvour of the fecond Cafe, to givea longal' 
DeLul of thdfe Grievances of his Counrrlmen that 
were moit likely to move the Compaffion 0 the Doc .. 
tors whom he confulted. 

BUT this Precaution was not very necdrary; and 
it may be [.lId, th:lt confidering the Avcrfion, and e
ven a fort of Abhorrence, which tIle 'furia, and e[pe
cially the Men of the Law, have to the PerJians, from 
a Pnnciple of Confcicnce and Religion, they are al
ways leady cnnugh to do them an InJury; for they 
hate them to fuch a Degree, that they commonly fay~ 
'tis not fo great a Sin in the Article ot wIlful Murder, 
to kIll forty Perjianr, or Men of Raft's SeCt, as to kill 
CIle Chriftian; and tbat in lawful War, 'us more me
ritorious to kIll one of thofe than fprty Chriftians. 
Befides this Core of Avertion, which is common to 
all the 'fu'rk.s in general, wlth rcfpect to the Perjians, 
'\Vhom they look upon as the moil: dangerous Here
tIcks, and the moft corrupt of their Religion, the 
Dottors of Mecca and Medtntl have other partIcular 
Motives of Refentment and Enmity againft them, . as 
well on Account of what Schah-Abas the Great did 
formerly, by eftablilhing the Pilgrimage of MeJzat, 
in order to divert his Subjects frOID that of M"", as 

.. ~ iQ 



114 The HiJlory of the taft 

in Purfuance of the- authentick Excommunication,. 
'W hich thofe fame Do&ors formerly fulminated agam1' 
the Pr!Yfians, upon the Infiance of Amuratb, agninft 
whom Schah-Abas made W .. r with Advantage. Du-
1 ing the Confufion which the r'urk was in, he Ima
gm'd that nothmg would be more proper to infpnc his 
Troops with frefu Courage, and to ammate them ~ 
g:unft the Perfians theIr Enemies, than to pubhlh 
.1g.linfi: them in the molt fhgr.mt Manner, J. iort of 
Crufado, a~companied with all manner of Excommu
nICatiOns and Curfes: And as the Imam, or Priefis and 
DoCtors of the Law, who re6de at Medma and 1.l1ecca7 
are held in Lingular VeneratIon, not only In Turk)', but 
alia throughout the Eafr, he defired them to rubltih 
the (1.me 10 their Name. 'TIS too long to be lOferted 
)lcre at large; 'tIS fufficient to take Not]ce, that a
mong the Gnevances which are there par:lculanz'd, 
they reproach the Per/ians for not behevmg, that at the 
Abdeft or W.lihmg, It IS lawful to wail1 the Foot aU 
l1:lked, but only t,) [pI mkle the \Vater lIghtly over It 7 
for never .1bav1ng their Muitaches, but only the Beard 
of the Clun, whIch 19 the comehdl: Ornament ot a 
Man, as alfo for CUttlllg It how they pleafe; for ufing 
in then' Shoes and Stocking$ the holy green Colour,) 
con[ccrated to the Banner of Mabomet, and for wcar
ing the red Turban. And l finally, atter havmg de
dar'd that they are branded as Heretlcks in (eventy Pla.
ccs of the Aleor.n, that they are become abominable, 
that they are the Smk of all Manner of Uncleannefs 
and Sins, that they are the mofi mfolent and mofi irre
concllc.lblc Enemies that thc Turks have 10 the World, 
the A-lu(tJ concludes 10 thefe Words; (See the HiLtory 
of the Prclenr State of the Ottoman Emplre in 1670. 
Lzb. H. Cdp. x.) " By. V mue therdare of the Autho
" rity whIch I have rccclv'd from Mahomet bimfe1f, 
" and by Rea[on of your W Ickednefs and Unbeliet~ I 
" pubhckly pronounce, that 'tis lawful for any Be
~ heyer, of wha~ Natlon1Oevcr, to deLtroy and roor 

~' you. 
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" you out. If he that killeth a Rebel Chrifiian, doth 
" a Thing :-.greeab1e to God, he that killeth a Plrjian 
" doth one that deferves a Reward fevemy times grea
"tel'. I hope alfo from the dlvme I\1aJcfty, that in 
" the Day of Judgment he wIll make you 1crve in· 
" ftead of AlTcs to l.he Jews, that that miferable N a .. 
" non which is the Contempt of the World, may, 
" mount and trot with you to Hell. ., 

T H () UGH Schah-Abas, who was perfonally brand" 
cd 111 thiS Excommul1lcatlOn, was not of a Character 
to be very uneafy at any Anathema flOm Mecca, yet 
he was not wIlling to be m Debt to the 7i.rks on that 
Score; and in order to pay them Curfc for Curf(", he 
cauicd them to be fo1cmirly excommunicated in his 
Turn by his Szichelrglam, I c. thcHlgh-Pneft of Perjia, 
and by Way of Reprifal for the Curfe upon the Per
flans, that they might ferve as AlTcs to c.lrry the1cw! 
to Hell, one yet more infultmg was vented againl1 the 
crUrKJ, wiihmg that the Excrements of l.he drmelllant 
11llght fall upon the Head of Oma1', whom the 7'urkl 
acknowledge Mahomet's true SuccelTor, and the great
eft Prophet of theIr Law, ne~t to him. This Impre
catlOn IS contmued, even to tius Day m Perjia; and as 
often as the Mouitas call the People frol1,l the Top of 
the Marques to come to Prayers, they finJ.ih thelf In. 
vltatlOn WIth that plOus·Ejaculatlon. 

FRO M all thIS 'tIs natul al to infer; that lIlyrr-Weis 
play'd a fure Game when he addrefs'd himfelf to the 
Imam of Mecca; and that it was in a proper Senfe; 
makmg the Perjians own Fnends their Prefecutors. 
He haa alfo all the Satlsfacbon on the Part of thofo 
DoCtors that he expected; for they Dot only folv'd all 
his Doubts, according to his Defirc, but they alflJ 
g:lVe him the DecI1ion, or ttte Fttfa"', ia Writing, 

K ~ fign'd 
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figfi'd bv the DoCtors, fcal'd with the Seal of Mccc~J 
and velfed in a Word With all the Forms that could 
rendet It mofr authentick. 

I T waS with thIs impdrtant Piece that Myrr-Weis 
teturn'd to lJpahan, more pleafed with the Fruit of his 
Journey, than ever was any Pilgrim of Mecca: His 
Return gave equal Pleafure to the tWo oppofite FaCti
ons of the Court, each of which number'd him 10 

their P.11 ty; and he recor;ciled them to himfelf frIll 
more, by curious Prefents of various Kinds, which 
he brought from his Ptlgrimage, and efpcclally of the 
Bannerof .Mecca, which IS the mofr cofrly, and the 
mofr coveted over all the Eafr. 

N EVE R THE L E S s, though after he was fur
nifh'd with the DeClfion at Me"rca, he del~y-'d a great 
while to put himfelf in a Situation to make Vfe of it 
for the Execution of hIS ProjeCts, yet he t'Jok gre.lt 
Care of dlfcovcring the leafr SIgn of I mpatlcnce to be 
fent b.1Ck to CawiaJJar. On the contrary, l1e never 
fhew'J more IndIfference 10 that RefpeCt, than when 
he was moil eager to return, and had moil: Reafon to 
WIlli hllufclfthere. He even affeCted to make believe7 

that he 'h:ui taken a Fancy to lfpahan, and he often 
t.lik'd of fending for his Family thither. 

T f.f u s he amufed the Court by an external Air of 
Indifference, tIll fome fair ~pportunity fuould offer 
for his Dei?arture. He hop'd mdeed to lay hold of the 
nrfl: that fuould prefent it felf, but he did not forefee 
that one was like to offer fo foon, when upon Occafion 
of the moil: trifling InCIdent to all A ppearance, he 
found Means to force the King and hIS Minifl:ers to 
fend him back to Candahar, as a Man of Confidence at 
Court, and upon whofe Zeal and Abilities they rdid 

tnoft 
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moll for the Maintenance of their Authority through
out the wl10le Frontler. 

AN Amba!rador arnv'd at that Time at SchaWlachi·, 
who was going to the Court of Perfia from tbe Czar 
of Mufcovy. The Gentleman's Name was .lfraeIOm, 
an Armenian Adventurer, born at Kapanlu rn Pel:fia, 
who after h:lvi~ travell'd through France, Italy, and 
Germany, felling Coffee in the Armies, lifted hlmfelf 
a Soldier at length in the Troops of the Emp.eror L/~ 
pold, and attain'd to the Rank of a fubordmate Officor. 
BC111g a Man of Intrigue, he found Accefs to the Mi
I11frers of the Court of Vtenna; and becaufe he very 
well underftood the ChlCf Languages fpoke in the 
Eatl, he was fent to Confiantinople to found the Difpo
fition of the 'I'urk.s, with refpeB: to the Peace thC}: had 
a Mind to propoie to tbem, and wbich W'aS ~fterwanh 
concluded by the Treaty of Carlo'Wztz. Then he pafs'd 
into the Czar's Service, who made him a Colonel of 
his Troops, and who not heing included in the Treaty 
of Carlowllz, employ'd hun ll1rus Turn at Conftan!l
nople, to negotiate an Accommodation with the Turk, 
bcmg unwilhng to bring hlm-Upon hiS Back, while he 
made War wi-th the Kmg of Sweden, whom he in
tended to attack forthwith. 

T HIS Armeman'having condn8:ed the Negotia
tion to the Czar's Sat!sfa8:ion, he defir'd, that as 
a Reward for hiS Services, he would gratify him. 
with the EmbaiTy to Perfia, as the mott proper 
Means he coWd think of to enrich himfelf in a little 
Time, becaufe as tbe Ambaffadors pay no Cufloms in 
Perfia, he propofed to carry wid, him, which he 
~:hd, a great QUantity of valuable Merchandize, by 
whl~h there was vaft Gain to be made, confidering 
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the Exemption fropt the ordinary Duties. As {oon 
fts he obtaln'd a Gr,mt for it flOm the Czar, he pofted 
to Ytenna, where in Memory of his paft Services, he 
alfo obtain'd Letters from the Emperor for the King 
pf Perfta. From thence he went to the Court of 
Rome, where giving hlmfelf out for a Man of the 
J.lrft Rank, that had a World of CredIt with the 
Schl[matlCk Armemans, whom he would engage to 
bnng into the Pale of the Church, he was fo fuccefs
ful as to get a Bnef for that Purpore from Clement XI. 
for the fald King of Perjia. 

BEl N G furtufu'd WIth all there Pieces, he arriv'd 
at S:z:.amachi with a very great Retinue, as well of Ar-
1IJCnillns, who were at the Charge of the Embaffy, as 
-9f Mujio'Vites" who being deugn'd for the Guard of 
the Shlps whIch the Czar bad 10 a Port of the CaJPzan 
Sea, not far from Szamacht, accompanied him to thIS 
City, in order to give the more Luftre to the Em bally. 
1 fuaU not here enter into the Particulars of thIS 4rme
",an's Conduce, who was more a Merchant than an 
AmbalTador, and thall fay nothing more of hUll than 
1Vhat relates to my Subj~a. 'TIS hardly credIble how 
mu;ch this Embaff'y, as inconfiderable as it was.in the 
)nain, alarm'd the Court of IJPllhan, to whIch two 
Things efpecially contributed. Flli.\:, hIs numCl l,lUS 

Retinue, wInch however wben he came to lJPahan, ""as reduc'd to two hundred Perfons. Secondly, 
Some Dlfcourfe of hIs In Publick at Szamachi, where 
he faid he was defcended of the antlent Kings of .Ar
menia, and gave to underftand, that he dId not re
nounce his RIghts to that Sovereignty. All this teITl
~cd the COUrt of Plrjia, who dId not believe that an 
J1rmenian, a natural born SubjeCt of the King, fup
foned by a Prince fo powerful as the Czar of Mufco'V.,y, 
.nd with a Reunue as numerous as that which, 'ti!i 
(aid, he had ~t Szamachi, was come into PerJia with
but fome reCret Deugo. As this AmbafI';tdor boafted, 
UIlOQg QtllU Thillg~, that he would caufe all the Miffi~ 

Qllanes 
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nnaries to be tum'd out of Perjia, by convincing the 
Court, that the Recommendations and Letters of the 
Chnihan Princes, by F avotJr of which they had found 
Proteebon 10 Petjia, were all fillfe and fpunous Piecec;, 
{Dlfcoude whirh he chofe to mdulge hlmfclf in to do 
a Pleafure to the Armemans, who as Schifmaticks, 
wdh'd the M Iffionanes no Good;) the uWl)peans, who 
had the Intereft of there.at Heart, and efpecially M. 
Mtchel:;t F1 encbman, fent to the Court of pgYjia by the 
late Kmg for the Intcre1l:s of Commerce, thought he 
could not perfO! m a greatcr Service to ReligIOn, than 
to diff wadc toe COUl t from receIVing the AmbJ.ffador. 
For this End he m.1Je nfe of :he ALmn t.l.ken there a't 
thIs Armemarls Dlfcourfc, and inilead of dlrnlmfhing 
incrclS'd It, by magrufY1l1g fome Reports that were 
current .lbout thc pretended Pledl&lOn'l which the 
Armemans plcafcd themfc1ves WIth, :1<; bemg contain'd 
in tllelr Arcluvcs; and \vhcrem It was [Jld that the 
Kmgdom of Armema fhould nfe or revive one D.lY, 
under the Protecbon of the /llu[co'VJtes. And, 111 or
.acr to render the Alarm ilill more preffing, the- Am
ba{[tdor'!\ Anagram was uckcd to thofe Pred,chons, 
by fhewll1g that 1n Ifrael 0;11 were found the Letters 
II fi 1'a R();, 1. c. He Jhall be Kmg. 

ALL thiS took, indeed, but it had an Etfctt at 
Court qUIte contr:try io what was rropofed; for Ju
nng the Alarm at the pretended Pro1eCts of that Am
b,dfador, It was imagmcd he would not be [0 formlda
ble at lJP4han, If they could draw hun thIther, as he 
Imght be if they left hIm ill the Country; befides tbat 
thcy could not fend back the Ambatf.ldor Without 
offending the Czar his Mafter, whom they were not 
v{JUmg to embroil themfelves with, efpeciaUy fince 
the Superiority whieh hiS Vu:tones had gamed him 
over the Swedes. 

THE Governor of Sza1Jlachi recei'ired Orders there
fore to fend the Amba1Tadora~\I'ay to l/Pahan, where be 
."as received with all the To.kens oCHonour and Di-

I( ... ilinCtiqa 
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ftinCtion. He managed his AIf.HTS there very weB, 
wIth Refpetl: to his Commerce; and be fides carried It 
very even both to the Arm(mans and Europeans th,\t 
were at Ifpahan. He died f(;'vcral Years after at AJlra
can, a ft~unch Catholick, to the MQrtificatIOn of the 
l3ifhops of bis own COlliltl y, whom he would not 
gIve Ear to; and he carried the pretended Hopes of 
the future Re-eftablifhment of the Kmgdom wIth him 
to his Grave. This I thought fit juft to mention here, 
that the Reader mIght h.lVe no ~eftion to ask, a.s to 
the Confequences of an Emba!fv which did no great 
Harm to PerjiA, £i·om the Part" where it was appre
hended, but afterwards was the Caufe of Irreparable 
Mtlchief from another Qyartcr, by the Vee which 
Myrr-Wezs made of the Contufion which that Event 
had caufed at Court. • 

T H 1 S Man, who had more Senfe alone than <\11 the 
Minifters of the Court put together, could not umi
gine how Berrons that were at the Head of Aff.1lrs 10 
10 great a Kmgdom as that of PerJia, mould be aLmn
cd at any thing fo chimeric a1 as all that Stuff which 
was related concerning the.A1 mentan Amb,tiI:u.lor, and 
Embatfy; and, perhaps, nothlOg encouraged 111m 
more to put m ExecutlOn what he had been long can .. 
triving, but the Contempt which he entel tall1eJ for 
the PerJian Court and Mmdlels. But how cllImcncal 
and frIvolous [oever were the Defigns WIth wl'lch they 
were alarmed, he reColved, fince the Court thought 
them real, to make that the Foundation of the Scheme 
he had lald to be fent back to Ius Provmce: So that in
ftead of opening the Eyes of tlle Minifters and the 
COllrt, to fee how ther were impofed on, he made it 
his Endeavour to fwel the Objcth, by augmenting 
nnd corroboratmg the Delufion llS much as poflib1e. 
No Body fce~ed more {crioufly Imprefs'd than he hy 
~vel y thmg that was faid of the future Re-eftablifh
ment of toe Kmgdorn of .Arttte1Jia. He created Diffi
dence and Sulpieions upon tQis Head, among all the 
Courtiers i and the EHeem which People had of his 

Abiliti~ 
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A bilities and Lea.rning :tdded \Veight to thcirFcars ~ 
Jealoufies. 

BUT when he was in Company with the Lords of 
the Fatl:ion which was orpofite to that of the Prince 
Georgi-Kan, Governor of Candahar, at the Hc.1d. of 
whIch was the PrIme MlOIiter hllnfclf, he dId not ad .. 
here to their general l>l;m, but entered into pohtick 
V Iews and particular ReflectIons, wluch tenJed to a
fperfe Prince Georgi-Kan, as the moil: dangnom Man 
m Perfia, and the mofr to be mifrrufted in the prc!ell~ 
Conjuneture of Aff.qn. At firft he gave them a ter-; 
rifymg Repre1entation of the exorhiunt Power of the; 
MfI[covztes, who, ftnce the Ddelt of the King of 
Sweden", were In a COndItIOn to gIve Law to all their 
NeIghbours. "'V hat, fays he, if the GeorgI11/S, .t 
J' People naturally refilds and une,lfy, and alw;1Ys well 
" affeeted to the Mujco'z)ttcs, who arc or the (tmc Rc
" hgion and Rites as themfelves, fuould take it 10 

" their Heads to improve the Opportumty, and Je
" pend upon their Forces to fet themfclv('s at Liber
" ty?" As to this he made a R.emark upon the Zeal 
with which the Czar had al~ays ei"pol;lfed the Intereft 
of the Georgians a.t the Court of Per{ta, to which he 
h:1d often been troublefomc, by hh too frequent, and 
too prel1ing Sollicitations. "Has he not actually 
~, wIth hun, fa)s he, 'he Prince Stmtr.zarl!-Kal1, Cnu· 
" iin-Gcrman to Pnnce Georgi-Kan, who Ius taken 
" Refuge 111 MU(cfn:y, where he incel1antlv tea7.CS the 
" Czar to free GeorgIa from Slavery to Perj,a? And he 

" will 

"1< The B,U:/e of Pulrowa, uherethe Kmg of Sweden 'Wllr tIItrrtly 
defollted, "Was loughtthe 8th or J tll), '709. whICh DAt, may jer-ve III 
fix ulfhm IZ wry [mall Mamr, the-y,pocha of T,me that M) 11-Weis 
was font back to Candahar. As the MilflolrS jrom wlllch J "WrIte dg ng, 
m"mon th, ,"all Dale of thefo E-r.,'"ts, there's a NecejJlIY of foe/on?, for 
$I elftwhtr., and we ~a7J find none mort tXlltlthan uJ,.1t IS lalr,11 jrom 
,hi vn-y DI../"'~rft that Myrr-W ciil~fod fltfh,,! Time, alld whIch 'I IX. 

,;1Iy Jet d,wn m thlfo MemolTs. M. Michel, above-mtllliomd. whll 
WIlS fout from the late Km~ Le\\ is XIV to the Court IIf Pel (lJ. U'IlS 

nlNi'Tlfd I, Fran,c IIJ 1709. SIt Ih,Mcrt"ury for March 17lO p. 11. ,. , 
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" will not cea[e to prefs him 'till he has brought him 
" into it." from thence he dIreCted them to caft 
their Eyes to the Danger that w.as to be feared from the 
.Armentans, who being very numerous 10 Pcrfia, ,md 
belOg poffeifcd of vaft Riches, whIch they had acqui
red 111 Trade, would venture both theIr LIVes, and 
Fortunes, as Coon as OpportuOlty prefentcJ to fluke 
off a Yoke which they bore wah Impatience, and to 
recover the antient Freedom, wi.uch they formerly en
joy'd underthe Authority ot thell" Kmgs. "Whar, 
" Jays he, If at laft, while the Mujcovttes, on one 
" hand, are entring Georgza, where they wonld be ro
" ceived WIth open Armi; and whIle the Armenians, 
" on the other hand, are ding in the Heart of the 
" K1Ogdom, the Prince Georgi-Kan, on his Parr, 
" ihould clufe the Agbvans to rebel, and vut himfelf 
" at theIr Head? Or if, after havmg called in the 
" Mogul, and deEvered C.mdahar to 111m, he fhould 
" f.ill upon Perjia, already too much perplexeci to face 
" the Alufcovttes and Armemans, what would then be
" come of the Kmgdom, when attacked on all 
" SIdes. 

How little Solidity foever there was in all thefe 
pohtical V lfions, which had no other BaGs than the 
Chimeras formed 10 the BralO, as to the pretended De
figns of the Armenzan Ambaffador from MUfcO'1.'Y, they 
were as well received as If there had been nothing bet
ter founded and more real; and the Effect of them 
was more fpeedy and VIolent than Myrr-Wels expe&. 
ed. 'TIS true that the Jealoury of the Faetion, which 
oppofed Prince Georgz-Kan, dId no PreJudice by gi
Vltlg fome fort of Sanchon to the sur pic ion which 
M.Vi r-Wm had cail: upon hiS Conduct. 

THE Pnme MlOd1:er, and his whole Faetion took 
Fire upon it, and fo wat)nly alarmed the Kin~ con~ 
cermng the imminent Danger which the Prov1Oce of 
Canda!dar was 111, while in the Hands of aPrince.lufi:
Iy fufpeeted, and whom they did not dare, however, 
to recal from thence, that they detc:rmi.Qed hlm to 

fewl 
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fend Myrr-Weis thither immediately, as the fitteft 
Perfon to thwart the Prachces of the Governor, and 
to make Head agamll:: hIm, if he ihould offer to nir. 
And to the End th,~t the Marks of his Ell::cem at Court 
might give him the more Authority 10 the Country~ 
the Kmg honoured hnn with the Calaate, or Royal. 
Veft, whIch he received 10 Prefence of the whole 
Court; and caufed new Patents to be dlfpatched, 
whereby he re-cilabhfhcd him 111 the Exerclle of his 
Office with a more ample Power than he had held it 
before. 

BEl{ 0 L D, therefore, fl,fyrr-Wezs returning in 
Triumph to hiS own Country, with the Favours of 
the Court heaped on him, and Letters of Recommen
dation to hiS Pocket to Prll1ce Gcorgt-Kan fi'om all 
hiS Fnends, who gave hIm a mighty CharaCter ot the 
BelJ,rcr, and cfpeclally from Dt'Uan-Beg, the Pnnce's 
Brother; wherein he gave him to underHand that he 
could do nothing too much 10 Acknowledgment, for 
all the good Th1l1gs which M;n··Jrels had f.ud of hun, 
dunng OlS Stay at Court. 

ABo U T the End of th~ Y car 1709. he arrived at' 
Candabar, where he was received a'l the SavlOur and 
Helo of hIe; N atlOn. He loft no Tune there; but, 
in orderto make IllS Advantage of the Troubles and 
Alarms, in which he i1ad left the Court; he aCted his 
Pa .. tfo wdlmafcw Days, thatby the F4VOU\" of the 
Confidence which he had acqUIred With the Gover
nor, he found an Opportunity to atEflinate him, 
when he leaft of all mifhuited 111m, while at the fame 
Inftant the People, who had taken Arms, put all the 
GeorgIan or Perfia1l Troops that were in the Gamlon to 
the Sword. 

As Coon as the Expedi\ion was over, and evell)" 
ThlOg in Candahar qUIet, l1e Lalled the People toge
ther j and, after havmg congratulated them upon the 
Courage and Refolution, WIth which they had freed 
,hemfClvC5 from the: Opprcaion they were under by 
. the 
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lbe Georgians, he told them that this was not enough j 
and that the next Thing they muft do was to make a 
Struggle for their Dehverance from the Slavery and 
Tyranny of the Perjians. That, as to the reft, 
he could alT'ure them they had nothing to fear 
fivm the Refentments of the Court ; that befides 
their bemg too far ddtant to be attacked in a Trice, 
all Thmgs were in fuch Confufion there, by the Clafh
ing ot the Parties wIth one another, that they were not 
able to undertake any thmg to their Prejudice; that 
even if they fhould, the Mufcovttes, the Armenians, 
and the Georgians, would cut out fo much Work for 
the Court, that they would have many other Things 
to do, than to think of recovenng Candabar j and 
that, happen what would, It muft coft them a grea~ 
deal of Blood, before they could carry their Point. 
That, If they had any Hearts, they fhould think of 
nothmg hereafter, but how to mamtam themfe1ves by 
Arms in that State of LIberty to whIch tJ,ey were now 
reftored; that they ought at laft to be weary of paying 
fo many Tnbutcs; and that the Independency wlllch 
they were gomg to hve in, would [ecure them from 
the mf.'ltl,lble Avance of the Governors, who mlldt
ed them{Clve~ ,1t theIr Expence, and who feemed to be 
fent among them for no other End, but to make the~l' 
Fortunes 10 a llttle TIme. 

THo UGH thIS Speech was fo pathetick, yet it 
met WIth Oppofitlon from many of the chIef Men 
of the Country, who did not approve the going on 
fo faft, nor the pufhlng of Thmgs fo far. They 
fpoke 111 their Turn, and reprefented, that what had 
been done againft the Georgians was .luft, and carried 
its Excufe along WIth it: That, after fo many Infults 
from thofe Infidels, Upoll the Honour of their Wives 
and Daughters, they ought certamly to be extirpateq i 
but that they fhould ftop there: That to talk of aRe· 
belhon was the Way to tiain the N arion by a Blot that 
would for ever ddhonour ir, aIld.which they abhorred 
to think of: That, 111 iliort, they had a King, whom 

thel 



1\e'Votution of PElt S t A. 13; 

they owned for fuch, and to whom they had fworn 
Allegiance; and that they did not fee how they could 
in Honour or Confclence break the Oath which they 
had takt"n to him. 

Til 0 UGH M . .'yrr-lf7Cis perceiv'd the Impreffion 
which this Remonftrance made in the Atrcmbly, ~ 
fpecially the Part relatmg to the Oath of Allegiance, 
he was not wIllIng to flop the Effctt of it, as he might 
have done immedIately. He gave all the Liberty of 
Speech to thofc who were of an Opmion contrary to 
his, and who by infifting fo much on the Oath of Al
legiance; which tht'y continudly fet before the Eyes 
of the People, had co()led the Pamons of thofe thaI! 
were the kottefi:, and reduced them to SentIments of 
Moder J.tion. But after he had let them fpend all their 
Ammumtion, he [poke again, faymg, " That the 
" Scruple they had as to the ObligatIOn of an Oath 
" of A lleCTiance was lawful, and well grounded i 
co' that he tlbour'd under that Scruple a long Time 
" hlmfelf; that for the manl' Years he had been con" 
" triving how to free his Country from the Slavery 
" under wluch it groan'd, .this fingle Confideratioll 
" of the Oath was all that had reftr.lined him; that 
(L though the ContraventIons of the PerjiafJJ, WIth 
" refpeB: to fcveral confiderable Articles of their Ca
" rltulations fworn ~ the Kmg, feemed to excufe 
" them trom being any more fcrupulous of the Oath 
" they had taken to him, than they were as to the 
" Oath by which the King had bound himfelf to 
" them, he did not mean that the Infidelity of others 
" fhould be an Example proper for them to follow, 
" or which c(luId quiet their Confciences; that no 
'c body paId a ~eater Deference than he to the Obli
" gations which were impClfed by an Oath of AUe
" giance; that he was always ~erfuaded that no Pre .. 
" text or Confideration could free him from it; that 
" he had a long Time perfifred in thofe Senti menu, 
" and fhould frill perfifr therein, if he had not been 
" compelled to fubmit to the moil awful AuthoritV in 

" their 
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«, their Religion, and to which they themfclves could 
" not dllpenfc with thelf SubmJflion." 

W HEN he fald thefe Words, he pulled out of 
his Pocket the Fat/a, or the Dccifion '\vhlch he had 
brought from Mecca, and e,mfca It to be read before 
the whole Al1embly; whICh had fa freedy and com
pleat an EffcCl:, th,tt the moil iCrupulollS Immediately 
confcnted, and there was no body who dId not thm1\: 
thcmldve!> not only warranted by the Authonty of the 
DoCtors of Mecca, and "'{edma, but even obliged 10 

Con[clcnce to take Arms agall1ft t~.c Klllg. And be
e.lUfe tHat, after a Rc[olutlOn of thIS N .iture, It W,lS 

ncce[f~ry to gwe fome Form to the Government, 
kfJ'rr-Weis, who was very gl.id to by hold of the 
Temper he found the People 111, pre[fcd the AtTem
bly to make fUltablc PlOvlGon. They were not long 
in delIberatIng: 1 he common People, whore D",r-
1l11g he wa~, and who looked upon hll11 as the 
Rcftorer of their LIberty, and the F,l~her of theIr 
Country, named hlln on the SF-ot, WIth Acclamati
ons, Pnnee of Candabar, and General of rhe Troop.'l 
of the Nation, le.1.vll1g the ConduCt of all Aff.l.ll"s, 
both of Peace and War: to IllS Care. 

BUT as he wanted TIme to confirm himlclf in 
his new Dommion and to put hunfclf m a CondltIOIl 
to refill: the Forces that Imght be .lent ag,un1t hIm 
when the Court had AdvIce ot hIS RebellIOn, his lidI: 
Care W,\S to amu[e the Court, WIth rc[petl to the 
Tranf.1Ctions at Candahar. Therefore he rent Expre[
fes thither, whereby he gave the Kmg and his Mini
frers to underftand that tfie InfurrCtllOl1 at Candabar, 
was only ow1Og to the Lieentioufnefs and Tyranny of 
.the Georgzan Troops, who hving in that City, as in a 
Town whIch they had taken by Storm, and indulging 
themfelves 10 the moil: fca.ndalous Outrages againft the 
Honour of thelf WIVes and Daughters, had '0 cxafpe
.rated all the Inhabttants, that It was not poffible to re-
1l:rain them from facrificing them to theIr Revenge: 
That he hoped this would be of DQ Confe'lUence; and

,hl\.' 
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that he would omit nothmg an his Part to do the Kmg 
aU the Service upon this Occafion, whi.;h his MJ..lc
fiy had Reafon to expeCt from his Loyalty and Zedl i 
and to maintain hIS N auon in thcObedience they ow'd 
hiro : That 10 the mean time he thought It hi) Duty 
to repretcnt to him, that according to the DlfjJofitioIl 
he tound in People who were fcarce recovered hom 
theIr IndJgnatIOn and Rage agamtt the Georgtam, fOl' 

thelT Infults, I' W.lS proper to dlifemble, and to give 
them Time to be calm; dut othcTwlfc if they Caw the 
Court mclm'd to take VIOlent ReColutlOns againfr 
them, he \vould not be Cure, whatever Effort he made 
to oppole it) that they would not ruih through Der. 
palT mto the Hands of their old Mat~crs, and call 
them to their Alliftancc, whlth would kindle a fatal 
War, the Confequcnces whereof were to be fear
ed. 

Sue H was the Ddl:ance from Candahar to Ifpaha1l, 
that it was tcarce pollible [0 be welllOform'd of the 
Truth of Thll1g~ at Court, where they bchev'd, or 
pretended to b21lcve, that cvery thmg W,lS true as he 
)·cported: And the ConfideratlOns he made life of to 
hmder the Court flOm undertak111g any Thing, had 
the 1:10re Weight, becauCe they were back'd by the 
dlef Leaders or the Facbon, who werc the CauCc 
of {endll1g hll11 back to Candahar, to contrive the Ruill 
of the Pnncc Gmgz,kan Their Jealouly c..ould not 
brook that fa confiderable J.nd nch a PI ovmce, ihould 
be in the Hands of the Georgians, to the Prejudice of 
the Perjians. Befides, the Court was too ·much a
larm'd lbll by the Chimera's of the KIngdom of A,.
menUI, to havc any InclInatIOn to jnvolrc it Idf III 

frdh Broils. Thus they fuffer'd the Remainder of 
thiS Year, and aU the next, to flide away, without 
glvmg the leaft Dlfturbance to the Rebels, accordmg 
as My"-Wm had indeed forcCeen; and he had all that 
Time to fortify hlmtelf, III ,,[e they iliould come to 
mack. him. 

A-r 
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1\ T bfT:; when two Years were near expir'd, .viz~ 

in t72. t. when they were fully recover'd ot aU the A
larms whIch the pr~tended future Re-eftabhfument of 
the KmgdC'm of Armenta had £lo'd their Heads with; 
they turn'd theu Eyes towards Candahm-,and prepared 
to take effeccual Meafures to reduce the Rebels to Rea':' 
ion, and to recover a Provirlce,whlch was look'd upon 
as one of the moil- importartt of the Kingdom. 

THE y could not have taken wifer MeafUl'es for it 
than they dId ; f~r as no body eo~ld be more concern'd 
to revenge the Death of the Pnnce Ge01-gi-Kan, and 
the Georgians, who had been mafEcred wlth hIm in 
the Rebellion of Candahar, than a Prince of the fame 
Family, and Troot's of the fame N~tion; they chofe 
for General oftlusExpedltlOn,the PrInce Koflrou-Kan, 
the deceafed's Nephew, and gave him an Army, eon
liftmg for the greateft Part of the Gem-gtatls hIS Slll1-
jects. The Court found a double Advantlge mit; 
for be fides the SerVIce it prov'd to them againft tlie 
Rebels, It eonfiderably weaken'd Georgia, of which 
they never thought themfe1ves very iecure. Mean 
Time, for Fear, leaft the Georg/ans ihould be too cock
a-hoop, if they alone ibould gam then- Point ove'r the 
Rebel" and leaft, valuing themfelves on their Sue
cds, they ihould be tempted to undertake fomething 
upon their own Strength agamft the State, a confide
rable Body of Po (ian Troops was 100n'd to them, who 
by ibanng the Honour of the Victory wIth them, 
would be 111 a CondItion td hInder them from making 
an ill Ufe of It. 

NOT H I N G in the W orId could have happened 
better than this; and the Rebels would have had all 
the Reafon in Nature to have repented of their Rebel
lion, If, as lt1}'rr-Weis really forefaw, the Divifions 
at Court had not nun'a all thore great Preparations. 
The fame Fafbon, which by procunng the fendmg 
back of .klyrr-IFets to Candahar, had eaufed the 
Death of Pnnce Georgt-Kan, and the Rebellion ofthq 
ProvlOce, was concern'd to thwart the Expedltion of 
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this Prigcc's Nephew. Thry apprehended, that if 
he !hQwd fucceed, a Service of that 1m porrance would 
1 ender him too great in the K1Og's OpiniOn, and that 
he would find an Opponunlty [0 let him know the 
J ntclhgence whl(.h that P.lcbon had held with M;.,.,.
Iru'J, and con[equcntly [he Concern It had 10 the Re
bellion. It was therefore not doubtrd, that if the 
Rebels had been worfted, he would h.we been Malter 
of a great many Secrets, whIch could not be lhRed, 
but by dlfappomtlng the Expedition which was pre
p.lnng ag.unll: them. Conkquently the A,.ti-Geor
gians look'd upon it as thcmam ArUc1eon whIch their 
Crcdlt and Fortune tmn'd; and ,fI,1YI1-Jrm would 
have h:td tim Advantage 111 his Rebellion, th.lt as he 
was much concern'd to be in a Rcadmefs to ward off 
thel3lows th.lt were comll1g upon hIm; he hacl FrIends 
in the very Mml thy of the COUl"t of PerJia, who were 
no lcC'I concern'd to take off the Force and Edge of 
thofe with wluch he was tlweaten'd. For tIllS End.
fame EnlI1I1cs were let at \Vork, whIch, ~hough pri
Y:lte, and out of the \Vay, were not the lefs effectual. 
Three were employ'J cfpeclal~y, which were eRough 
to have dlih'J the bell: concerted Projetrs in the 
\VorJJ. Th,.. firft WJ.S With rf'gard to 'rhe Money 
which the General was to Icceive tor the Pay of the 
Troops dunng the Campaign. The Sunls had been 
regulated accordmg to the State of the Army in the 
Kmg's CouncIl, and the fame were accordingly allot
red. This, which was only a Matter of Con[u]tatl
on, could not be atrended With any Difficulty, both. 
bec:1.U[e It was a Thing of Courfe, and the rather, be
caufe it was regulated in Pre[ence of the King him
felf, who had thlS Expedition very much at Heart. 
But when It tame to be put ip E)CecutlOn, in which 
the King had no !hare, and they were forc'd to have 
Recourfe to the Trcafurers and fubordinate Officers, a 
,houfand vi ays were invented to dude the Orders 
!lhich had been given iLCou~cil j and fuc~ Mitnifter~ 
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as had publick1v authorized them by their Suffrages; 
)Vere, under-hand1 the moti: forward to defeat them. 
There was not only a Delay in the Payments, which 
~ommg too late, and after the Blow was given, difa
bled the General from the Power to make ufe of them 
for the Execution of his Defigns, but fo many other 
Pretences were ftarted; that notwithftanding all his 
SolicItations and Remonll:rances on that Head, he 
could never get more than one third of the Sum which 
had been promis'd him; and whIch was abfolutely ne
celTary for the Succefs of hIS ExpedItion. 

THE fecond Obftac1e he met with, was owing to 
the Perjian Troops that had Join'd his Army, and 
which being loth to obey a General that wa!o a Foreig..: 
ncr, had detir'd thatthey might be commanded by an 
Officer of theIr own NatIOn, and by him only; which 
was of very fatal COllfequence for the parpcular Ser· 
vice. For though this fpeeial c()mmandmg Officer 
"\vas fubordinate to the General on fome Accounts. and 
with refpeCt to the fubftantl.ll Part of the ExpedItIOn; 
yet as a Dependance on any fuperio:r, and efpeclally on 
coe that is aForel~ner''''md therefore OdIOUS, is alway.; 
difagreeable to a Commander, who is at the Head of a 
conhderable Body of Troops of the govermng Na
tion, there were a thoufand Infiances wherein the lat
ter fhew'd his Opinion of h~ own Merit, by c\-ading 
and thwarting the General's Orders; and he did It with 
the lefs Decorum; becau[e he was very fenfible, that 
in1l:ead of its being ill taken at his Hands, it would 
render him acceptable to the FaCl:ion of the Anti-Geor
gIans, who had recommended nothmg fo much to h:m, 
as to behave in that Manner, and to be as difagreeable 
to the General as he pollibly could. 

B t1 T the moft CI ue~Engme that was employ'd a· 
gamft him, and what was the principal Caufe of 
his Ruin, and the Rout ot hiS Army, was an Offi
~er that was appointed, as It were, to do him Honour, 
and by Way of fpeeial DlfilOction, in Qyality of la, 
~ant or Steward of his HPllfhold. For this Pur-' 
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poCe a Man was chqfe of a ctaf~y inflnuatil1g Tem
per, who by Favour of the Aecefs which his Employ
ment gave hIm to the General, iotrodue'd himfelf in
to hIS Confidence, and JI[cover'd his Secrets. 'Tis 
not {iid, whether thIS Officer y.r,lS chafe il} Concert' 
with M~ln-f{7eIS; but 'tis cen.lIn, that he hlmfel( 
could n~t have made .1 better Choice, and tholt the 
\Vreteh prov'd,a Spy that exaEtly.inform'J hIm of all 
the Deligns .md CounCcls of the Ar~y th:l.~ was fent 
againn hIm. ThIs Ql)h<lPPY Spy did worfe than all 
thl~ j he went over to the Rebels j and ferv'd them as a 
GUIde to l(pahan. , 

I T was not poffible, but an Expedltlop thwarte~ 
in fo many RefpeCts by thqie who were truH:cd with 
the DlrectJOn of It, n1Un have a fatal {frue The Dc
Ltys on one h,md, III the P.lyment of Part 9f the Sums 
th,lt had been plOmi~'d, and on the other hand, the 
,,/fcCtcd Slowl1efs of the Perjran Troops to jolO the 
Georgia/Is, were the Re.llon that the .A..rmy arnv'd too 
bte .I.t Cal'idahar, .ll1d that it dId not enter the Pro
Vlnce, but .tt a Time when J¥.6Y1'-If'eu hold taken [uen 
Prccau~lOns that it could npt fllbfiit there. 

T HIS Le.lder of the Rebels, whore Intelhgenc~ 
of the State of th~ Enemy's Army,. of Its March ,md 
Defigns, W.lS the m.ore to be depended 001 bc:caule he, 
had It fi'om [orne of the veryMindl:ers who directed the 
OperatiOns of H, was infO! m'd of the precI!eTlme tlut 
1 t was to enter the PrOVInce. As he was not in a Condl': 
lion to undertake to repel It, by oppofing Forces that 
were equal or Cupenor 1.0 it; he attempted to rum It 
by depnving It o'f the Meaos of Subfifbnce. 'Twas 
With this V lew, that afterlle had diligently gather'd 
in the Harvell:, and (ent all ~he Corn from the Coun~ 
try to Candahar, he marc;h 'd t>U~ of the Cj~y, arrhe 
Hcad of hiS Troops, and wcnt and made {uen Spall in 
:!.II the neighbollring Countritr. for [evcr.l.l League~ 
round, f.h.lt when the Army arriv'd near Candahar, it 
fomtd neIther l?rovifions nor Forrag~, nor had any 
Hop~ of gettlD.g any dfew here; the Excuruons of 
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Myr1'-H7'eis h:lVillg oblig'd all the Country People to 
rctIre wIth all thelt! Etfeets to [orne Place ot S,tfety. 

A T the Entrance therefore of the Campaign, the 
Army labour'd under all the Inconvemences ot Scar~ 
City, which are feldom felt but at the End of an Ex
pedition. Upon thiS enCued a Mlfunderftanding be~ 
tween theGeor~lans and Perfians, the-latter complain
ing, thattheGencral wasmorcconcern'd for theNe
ceHiucs of hi'> own ValT.lIs and Gcoryans, than he was 
for theirs. They would fa1l1 1I1deed have drawn the 
Rebels 1I1tlil the open Country; and confidering the 
gener,ll Scarcity throughout the whole Army,. It wa!t 
lhe only Refource thcy had left ~ but they had to' do 
'With .111 Enemy too clInn1l1g to comllllt the like Fault. 
M)rI -lretJ ftood with hiS Arm~ folded upon the Walls 
€>t Candahar, from whence he caft an Eye of Concern 
upon the Confcdcr:,ue Encmy's Army, winch was 
",.tibng It [elf to no Purpo[c, be1l1g re!olv'd not to 
1br out ull hc (nv thcm rcrre.lt1l1g. Mean TIme his 
Troops, who were iheltcl 'd 111 thc Town where they 
'Wanted tor nothmg, OilJy \V.tited for hiS Orders to f01-
IlJw hllll, and to full upon the Rear-Guard of the Ar
my, as [0011 a~ it {hOllld dec,unp-. 

THE y did not walt longo The Pe'ljians, who 
E:oulJ not bear the He.lt of r.he Sun, and wei e in ab ... 
f,lme Want of Forrage, an Inconvenience fo much 
the wor[e for them, heLmie thCl>l" AnlllCS confift for 
mott P.ll t of Horle, deur'J or rather extorted Leave 
of the General to retire; whIch put h~m alfo under a 
Nccefliryof retl1'1ng with IllS Troops, whIch he rent 
beti.)le WIth the BaggJ.ge, keeping himfelf in the 
Rcar-Gll;u d w1th the Flower of the Troops, to co'ter 
theIr l\hrch. Myno-Jfers., whofe Eycs were every 
,,,hcre, c4d not yet know whether hIS Decampment 
W.\5 made in Earncfr, or in J eft; but he was foon let 
it'fto t he Secret, by the Treachery of the Intendant 
tholt was rlac'd WIth the General; who taking Ad
vantage ot that fort of Diiorder which always attend. 
~e Retre:.t of aD Auny~ ran away with the Newt 
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to Caniahar, where he took off the Mask, and Jcdd 
the Rebels. 

My R R-\V E I s who had onl" waited for this Mo
ment, immediately took the FIeld at the Head of I 
great Body of Troops, all frelh Men, -who havlng:ltt 
Enemy to opp:lCe, that was alre,lJy t:ltigued by He.lt, 
and we-Aken'd by Poverty, went to the Batt~e as to .\ 
certain VIttOry, of whIch they could nQ.!: t .11. Be
ing mounted upon frdh Hor[es, (md ha,rl~g no other 
Incumbrance but their Arms, they were 100n up wlth 
the Re,lI-Gtl.lrd of the Enemy ~ Army. At firH they 
only harraffed It by a few SkIrmltbe~, to gIve TillIe 
for the Arriv.ll of .l Remforcement th.tt ./iij'1 r-lf7eis 
expc&t:'d, which coulJ not march 10 t:l1~ .IS the Halle; 
'VIZ a Bouy of cwht hunJrcJ C.uneb, whIch c.tr
ned two SoldIers ~ach, lhck to Bolck, arm'd With 
gre,lt Carbmes. Thl~ Remforcemcnt was no fooner 
~rJ Iv'd, but they fell on all Sides lIpon theRe.lI··Guolrd, 
which was all cut in PIeces, With the General. Af)'rt
WetS immediately after thi~ tint ExpeditIOn, went 
and fell upon the PerjianTroops, th.tt wele retil1.l1g 
WIth the leIs Apprehcnlion or PrecautIOn, becolulc 
they thought themfclves [ecut"d by :he Re.tr-Guard, 
of whore DcCcat thev were not lI1fOlm'd. He made 
a bloody Sbughw: 'of them, and collTIed aW,lY all 
thell' B tggagc. One would bav(" IInagin' d, tbt 
Myrr-IVm would have thought two Y IttOilLS ellough 
for the \Vork of one Day; however, he dId not Hop 
there, but refolv'd to attack the Body of the GeorgI"" 
Army, whIch was marchillg homewards the other 
Way. But he was check'd in hiS ProPTef~ by a. 
Troop of five, hundred Georgzans, who, ~iough fur· 
founded all all SIdes, defended themfdves WIth [C) 
mue. Refolutlnn and Courage, that they cut their 
W:1y through the Enemv SWllrd in Hand, and went 
and jom'd the Body of 'th~lr Army, which perhaps 
would h:tve been {urpnz'd 111 theIr March, and defeat
ed as wen as their Rear.Guard, had It not been for this 
"mcly Intclliicncc. The Refitl:anc.:c willch MJrr-
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Weis met with from thofe five 11l}ndr<;d Gcorgitzn.r, 
made him gIve over the Thoughts of purfumg the 
maIO Body 6f anArmy confifhng DHuch good Troops, 
and hercturn'd WIth his Al,h'l.lans laden with Booty, to 
Candaliar, bemg t~l1ow'd Into Fhe Town with all the: 
B.lggage of the Enemy's Army; and though they 
had been lWlcev'tCtQnol.\s, ~hey could Ddt help doing 
Ju!hce, even at theirO\vn Expence, to the Bravery 
of the GeorgIans, f,\yulg, 'Ihat the Perfians were but 
{romen cornpar'dwttb tbe Aghva,s, and the Aghvans 
hut lYomm compar'd wIth the Georgians. 

T Hr. Death of KoJirow-Kan, the General of the 
Army, whb was lulled in Defence of the Rear-Guard, 
was the moil: confider.\ble Lofs tllat Perfia fuftam'd 011 
thIS Occafion, and wluch"it was the 1110re difficult for 
it to repair, there bClng ,It that Tmw no C.lptalll in 
the Kingdom wonhy to fucceed hUD, ThiS Pnnce 
was fo' unhappy,:ls to renounce the Chn!han ReligIOn 
tor the Mahometan, in olde~ to fe::un.: Ius Right to 
the PrmclpalIty of Georgia, wluch he tl1Joy'd with 
the Tltle of Vaif,\l <).nd GovernOl In the Name of the 
King of Perjra. But he af~erwards repented uf it, 
and he was'refolved to abJure Mahomculm, h,lppe~ 
what would, and to return to the Church, a<; loon as 
his Expedltlon to Cand'1ba; was at an End, wIth full 
Purpo[c, If It mutt be fo, to [.lCI dice hIS Pnnclp,llity 
to his Reh!~lon. He Iud aCtllally bcgun to make Dc. 
tlaratlon ot It, by cauting a Crols to be placed in hIS 
ma1l1 StandJ.rd. The Mlt1ionarics had not:1. more de
f/;ued Protcc.r0r in the Klllgdom of Her/ia.' .l-{e haq 
:II W.lp two G.lpuch1l1s With hun, whom he kept there 
under the Title of Ph) ficl,ms, q:nd carned with him 
in hiS ExpedItIOn to C;mdailar, 'lS well as a Ca.rmelite, 
flamed Folther Rajl. 

THE ConfternatlOn.at the Conrt of Ifpaban, and 
()ver all the KIngdom, upon the News of ~hi.i gl:cat 
Defeat was extraotdmal v, and even thofe who re
jOiCed In their He:.rts, '\s'h'lvmg bccn the Illth\Jrnents 
of u out of [plte to tll~ GeOf ;.il!!1S, wel e ob\lged to keep 
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tlleir Joy fecret, and to conform to the publickSorrow. 
The Mifcarriage of this Expedition fo difcouraged 
the Court, that they were not in hafte to undertake a
nuther. But at two Years End they feem'd to reVJve, 
and at the End of every two Yeats they made fome 
frelh Attem}'!;. tho' the moft fortunate of ~ll thofe 
Entcrprizes for the; Court, were fuch wherem the 
King's An~y was ablc to retire, if without Advan~ 
tagc, yet without any co,puderable Shock. As ft)J.· 
~he others, which were all fi,gnaliz'd by frefh Defeats" 
they only rerved to gain the Rcbel's Party Cred~t, and 
to dl[cover the Folly and Weaknefs of the Court morq 
and more. 'Fhere were fcarcc any but the Georglan~ 
that were capable of reducing the 'Rebels to Reol.foll, 
qnd they evcn offered to march againft them a fecond 
TIme; but as they imputed the III S,uccelrea of the.r 
former Campaign in thc firft Place to the wicke<\ 
Tncks that were put upon them, by the aftccred De'!!, 
l;1YS 10 the Payment of ~he Sums pronuled thc1'\11 of' 
whieh they h,\d [carce touched above a thIrd Part j fc
condly., to the Itt Conduct of the PC1:(ral1 Troops thaI! 
had JOIned them, and by whom they complalllcd they 
were abandoned and betray'd, thcy were not willmg to. 
undertake the Expedltlon to CalUlahar, but upon two. 
Condltlcns. I ft, That thcy illOuld be punEtu.tlly paid 
all the Sums lbpulateJ; 2dly" That thctr Almy i1lOuld 
confiil: of Troop~ of tlktr ow n N .l.tlOn onI}" nnd that 
,bey alone ihould h.we Charge of the Entcrprrz.e. 

THE firtt of the[c two Condlciom was Ju{r, and· 
met WIth no Difficulty; but the fccond, whtch WllS 

the pnnclpal, and as to which they would he:tr of no 
A/crImm, ca,l.If!:d the PropofitlOn to mllC:l.l ry, bec.1u[e. 
t.he Court thought the Remedy almoft a~ Jangerous 
:l:S the EVIL For It was equally unfafc for the Court, 
whether the Enterprize fncc.eJed, or not: If It fue" 
c;eedcd, the G~orglans, who would have .111 the Glory 
of It, would thereby beeoIne the more formid,\blc .. 
~d t~e better abl.!! to.ihakc off the Y o~e:t which the)" 
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ha4 already attempted tofuake off more than onc~. rf 
it did not fuccceit, It would only [erve to add '1lCW' 
.strength to the Rehellion, and more Reputation to 
the Rebels; of whofe RtdllCtiOn there would aftcr~ 
wards be no Hopes. Therefore, confidcring how 
l~nable the Court was to undertake any thing upon it's 
own Bottom that had any ProfpcCt of SuccelS, they 
c-hofe t":1ther to dd1cmblc the MIsfortune, and to let It 
J:ake its Courtc, th,m to employ {UfpICIOtlS and eqUIvo
cal Remedies, the very Succefs of which fcemed as 
mach to be fC.lred :1" the Mifcarnage. Therefore they 
made no real Attempt agamU the Rebels; \vho im; 
proving the tr.mgUll State 111 which they were lefr, 
m~dC' IncurGons into the Provinces tbat were contigu ... 
OllS to them; and li1l'cadmg Terror every where, under 
the Cendllcr of lv1.)I"Y-lYm thcir General, they fe .. 
cured their Dom1111On, and I11S too, by new Atchleve
lnents. -

T fI I S f:U!10tlS Ring- Leader of the Rebels at length 
Iccomphfhed all his ProJeCls He had broke in PIeces 
theYoke which hIS Nation had for along Tm1c la
boured under, and Iud l1}ade Ius Name 1.1mous by the 
"Boldncfs of the Undcrtakmg, and the VJllre of hi .• 
VictOl ies. So many ArmIes as had been lent agamil: 
him WCI'e either inurcly defeated, or all rep'..llfed, and 
f>bligcd to retIre WIth ~h.l1ne, and without any Ad
,'antagc. By the conll,mt Succefs he had 10 all the 
ExpedItions whIch were hazarded againfi him, Ile 
bad made thc Court of Perjia fcnfible of their Incapa
CIty, not only to reduce hIm, but alfo to proteCl: the 
rrovinces with whIch he was encompafled, again£b 
Ius Excurfions. He: had already half fubdued them 
l>y th~ Terror of Ius Name and Arms; fo that it may 
be r:tid, he was anwed to the Summit of Glory, If m
aced Glory can be acguircd in an unjufi Caufe, when 
Death ov(,ltook 11101 atCandaharin IjI7. afterfeve'l 
or eight Yeol1 s of Go\(;rnment, always haEPY, to the 
,r.at Regret of h15 Countrymen, whofe Efieem and 
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Atteaion for him increafed every Day, after they had 
once taken a Fancy to him. 

THE y ibU pre[erveJ the fame AffeCtion for him 
after they had loft him; for though by his Deat~ they 
",'ere at Liberty to choofe,. Comm~nder out of thelt 
own Nation, yet they h.ld fo much Refpect for h~ 
l\1emory, that they wo~ not take one that was not 
of his Family; and as hiS ChIldren were as yet too 
young for a Poil of that Importance, which was to 
nlake Head againft aU the Power of Perjia, they pro
motedhisownBrother, theFather of SulranAfzraff, 
the prcfent Regent of !JPahan, who at once had the 
Care of the Government, and the Guardiaufillp of 
IllS Nephews. 

T HIS new Commander, whofe Name is not ret 
clown in my Memoirs, was of a. very dlfl"erent Cha. .. 
l":tEter from Myrr-Wm his Brother. The latrerWaJ 
not more bold and enterpnzing, than the otherwas 
moderate and circumfpe8;:. The great Succcfs of his 
Brother h.1U llOt dazzled his Eyes, but he clearly faW' 
the Dlff"ercncc which there was between the Strength 
of a van Monarchy, and that.Dfa particular Province) 
and he was afr,ud, that If the Court of Pcrjia ihould 
onc.t I \.C,·lve ('I~lt of that langudhing !tupid State It waS 
111 tor [orne \ cars pait, aud concert luller and wifer 
J\1e.lfurcs than it had dOQe hitherto, the Rcbel~ would 
t:lll a V leri m to a Power w hofe Refentment would be 
the more tcmblc, becaufe it h;ld not only the Cnmeof 
Rebcllton to revC'rlge-, but the Shameof its Defeats. 

T H F. S E Confiu\.LltlOns inclm'd 1um to Peace, ill 

'\: hlCh the beft Head· of the Nation were of his Opi
mon For:.l..'> they behev'd they were not able to hold 
om to th~ End againH: aU the Forces of Petjja, th~y. 
thought It wou1d be the bef~.\Vay fonheir Nation tV 
uke the AdvJntJge of their prefent Supcriomy, and 
of the weak CondItion of the Court, in order to 
make the beft ferms they could, and to free themfelves 
at leaft from thofe ImpofitionS' of the Go\-·emment, 
which were: too dcfpotick and too burthenfoIl1e. 
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WIT H this View, therefore, and by Advice 
pf the chief Men of the Nation, Inftruttions were 
drawn up for the Dtputies that were to be fent to Ifpa
ban. By this Deputation t~ey made an Oifer to re
concile themfelves to the ObedIence of the Crown of 
Perjia on thefe two ConduloQs; 1. That as the Re
b\=llion was only qwing to tbe Qppreffions and Vio
lence of the Governors and ~reign Troops guartered 
upon them, no more fuould be fent'them for the future; 
and that, after the Example of fome other Provinces 
of Pcrjia, whofe GovernmenD Wall appropriated to 
certain particular Families, tha; of Cand4/Jar, and the 
whole Provmce of the Agh'fJans, fuould for the tuntre 
he hereditary in the FamIly of the late Myrr-Weis . 
.2.. That the Tribute forrqerly pay'd ibouldbe leifened. 

I 'f being impoffible to forefee that the Court of 
Perjia would tit1l1l1to that State of Lethargy and Con
tempt, whIch it afterwards funk into, nothing was 
more commended than the Courfc whIch the Rebels 
took, They came off of their Rebellion with Ho
nour, by mJ.klOg a confider,lble Alteration in their 
ConditIon tor the better, and by guard1l1g themfclves 
fOT the fu ture agJ.inft any Danger from th~ Oppreffion 
of the Perjians. 'It was moreover out of Doubt, that 
in the then SItuation of the Court, they would readIly 
have fubfcnbed to Conditions for the Recovery of a 
Prov ince whICh they were not able to reduce, and for 
bem~ delivered ii'om fo much Uneafinefs, and Per
pleXity, though wlth fome DimmutlOn of their Au
thollty. Butthe M\sfortune was, that when thd)e
puties were Juft ready ~o ict out, this ProjeCt of Pa
clfication was quaib'd by an Event thJ.t 110 Body 
dream'd of . 
• ,1: H 0 UGH the greateft and wifeft Men in the N a

tlon were afl, as has been f:1.ld, very much for a Re
conCIliation, yet the greatefi: Pan of the common 
People, and'the SoldIers eCpecially, could notrchih 
it Being puffed up with theIr late ViCtories, they 
fOu1d'l1olbc.l.r to thlllk of fubmming to a,People tb~t 
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).hey had always beat, fincethey rofe in Anus; befi~~ 
~hey did not.think it a fafe Courfe to take. They f.ud, 
" That whatever Condmons were ftipulat~, they. 
~, could not depend Up0l} the Smcerity of the Phftans, 
" who would nefYer forget hqw mpch they had loll: by 
" them, nor the bloody Affi'onts they hold heaped up
~, on them; ~ha~ they ough~ by no Me,lOs to lay dow~ 
" thell" Arms; and that even though they fuould fub
" mit, at [he long Run they would have no more to 
" fear from Per flans flufu'd with ViCl:ory, than what 
" they ihquld now of their own frce Choice cxpofe 
" themfelvcs to, froIp Perfians vanqUlfuc;.d, and there
" tore exafperated. Bdides, fald they, why Ihould 
" they be in fuch hane to put themidves 10 Irons, 
~, whIch no Body ~urft hold out to them? And why 
~, fhould not tbey rather take A-dvantagc of the Folly 
" and lndolen(c of the Court of Perfia, in ordcr ttl 
~, brlOg in neighbourIng Provmces to their Parry, and 
" even to force them,' If nece1T~ry, Sword in Hand, 
" to Jom with them againll: the COlllmoQ En~my ? 
" That if thev could but once come to fuch a Re[o
" lutlOn, they "would foon be ilrong enough, not only 
" to hold out :lg,unil all the Attacks of the Perjians, 
" but even to fall UpOIl ~hem, and carry the Waf to 
~, their own Doors. " 

T HIS, whJch w~ ~he publick Dl[COurfe of tlH~ 
common People, ma~e the morc l{l1pretfion, be~au[c 
it perfeCtly ta)h~d with the Advice which A1yrr-Wcss 
gave on hiS Death-Bed; for when there was no Hopes 
of hIS Recovery, the chief Men of the Nation, be
ing alarmed by the Lofs of a Man who was the Soul of 
fhcir Party, and their real Support, thought fit to 
cOllfult hlln what Meafures they illOUld take after 11is 
Death j whether they fuould contmue the W'lT,l or 
enler into an l\ccommodarion. To whICh he gave 
~hlS An[wer precifely . If the Perfians, fJ.id he, are, 
~bflinlltel) b·nt to come and attacle you, make your Peact> 
'lIOn any Ttt mJ j but ~l they flee! ()ver tim WilY, go and 
~t1ack them e'l-'en to the G#fm of Ifpaban. 

THI~ 
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T H t S Difpofition of the Populace, directly con

trary to the pacinck Views of the new Govemor and 
his Council, obliged them to conceal the MeaCures 
they took fur the Treaty wIth tlte Court from the N 0-

bee of the Publick; though fome ot their Delibera
tions were not fo fecret, but that they took Wings 
and flew to the Ears of Mtlghmud, one of the Sons of 
Myrr-Weir. 

T HIS young Man, who cO:Jld not be above feven
teen or eIghteen Years of Age, h.l.Ving followed his 
Father in all hIS Expeditions ti·om a ChIld, and been 
brought up among the SoldIers, who were very tond 
of him, no fooner Cmelt what was doing, but upon 
the bare Sufplcion of It he formed tl Refolution agalllll: 
his U nele and Guardian, which was fuitable to hiS 11.1-

tural Sangenefs, and the barbarous EducatIOn he had 
among Murderers and Free-Booters. As he lodged III 
the fame Apartment WIth him, he found Means to get 
into hIS Chamber one NIght, and cut off hiS He,ld 
while he was afleep. As toon as he had firuck thIS 
Blow, he ran to the Tower, on the Top of which 
were the Drums with which they ufed to call the Peo
'Pte together, and beat an Alarm: From thence de
fcending into the Square, he acquainted the chief Men 
he found there of what he had done; and to ju1l:ify fo
{l:range an Acrion, he read the In1l:ruchons to them, 
which he found among his UncIe's Papers for the De
puties which he wa~ going to fend to Court:. Then 
he exhorted them to pufu on the War with more Vi
gour than ever, engaging, if they would but follow 
)lim, and own hIm for thelT Commander, to convince 
them that he knew how to put in Prauice the Lefrons 
he had rcceiv'd hom his Father. In the many Cam· 
pa~ns which he had atteruled him in from hIS Infancy. 

A s the Mifchief was cone, and could not he un
done, what had paffed was approved of. The Soldiers 
who had a natural Affeekion, as was before obferved, 
for Maghmud, who was always among them from a 
Child, were the firfr to declare in hiS Favour; and he 

had 
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had not only thelf Suffrages, but chofe of aU the Peo
ple at the fame time. Thus hid Myrr-Magbm*d ac .. 
(.lU1re the general Command over all his Na~ion by PAr
rIcide, a Cnme WhlCh God would not fuffer to go un
pumthed, but, as we fh~ll fee by-and-by, permit~e" 
Sultan Afzrajf, his Couhn-Germam, and Son of hlln 
whom Maghmud had facrificed [0 hi~ Ambition, to 
make the [arne V Icbm of the Murderer to his own 
Ambition, by cutttng off his Head, as he was in Bed, 
after the fame Manner as MaghmttJ had cut off the 
Head of Afzraff's Father. - - - - But to return where 
we left off. 

My R R-M A GH M U 1), whon~tur-lllylovcd War, 
and whole InclinatIOns were, moreover, confirmed 
by hiS Education 10 the SoldIery, and in the N olfe of 
MIlttary Expeditions, no Cooner found himfelf Prince 
(If Candahar, and General of the Aghvans in his F <l

ther's Room, but he aim'd to fignalize himfelf by 
fome ExplOIt that might jutlity the Choice th:lt had 
been made of hi:: Pclion, by putting him at the Head 
of the NatIOn, and make up for the Authority he 
wanted on Account of hiS Youth. Happy for him, 
the Court of Perfia gave him ail the Leifurc tbat could 
he; for, as chey flattered chemielves that an End was 
put to the Rebclhon by the De04th of M"rr-Wejs, and 
found thofe Hopes mc.fre and more confirmed by tbe 
N Orlce they had of the peaceable Temper of his Bro
ther and Succelfor, as well as the mott confiderdl)]e 
People of the Nation, they did not thl!1k fit to rUIl any 
Rllque for the Recovery of a Provmce by Arms, 
whIch they fuortly expeCted to regam by an !\ccom
modanon; and when they afterwards heal d of the bte 
RevolutIOn at Candabl/.r, by the Murder of the Bro
ther of MY'r-Weis, and the- EleEbon of hiS Son, it 
;.vas too late to give Order for the preparmg and fend
lIlg of an Army to make War above four hundred 
Leagues from the capItal Cicy. 

THE new General forthwith took the Field, and 
follQWlDi the plaQ which M}rr-JY 6J.i.. his F .ltber, 

c;halk'd 
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chalk'd out f~r him on his Death-Bed, in cafe that the 
People declared for War, defign'd immediately to 
make himfe1f known, and to itnke a Terror into the 
neIohbouring Provinces by his Ravages. After he 
h;J'done thIS fufficIerltly, by trequent Excurfions al
ways fuccefsful, he was more particularly mtent upon 
a Defign, the Succefs of whIch would double the 
Power and Forces of his Nation, and qualIfy them for 
greater Views, than keepmg bz.rely on the Defenfive, 
as they had done hitherto with Regard to PerJia. 

THE R E was in the NeIghbourhood of Candahar 
a Provmce called Hafarai, whIch was mhabited by 
Aghvam, as wen as that of Candahar. Thefe two 
People, who were of the fame Ongin, and who an
tiently formed but one and. tbe f.llne Nation, dIffered 
in nothmg but RclIgiott. Indeed they both followed 
the Mahomctan Law J bu't with thIs DIfference, > tbat 
the Aghvans of f/a./arat were of the fame Belief as the 
Pe1jians; whereas thofe of Candahar conformed to 
that of the Turks. The former were of the Sea: of 
the Raft, and the fatter of the Sect of the Sunm i 
which makes the great Ddhnction between the two 
Branches of the Mahometan Religion, into which all 
AJia is dIvided. ' , 

W H I LEthe Candahal' Rebels were forming ~ De
fign to ftrengthen their Pany, by makmg an Union 
and Lea~ue WIth fome Nation, there was none that 
agreed better with them than the .dghvans of Ha(arai .. 
They were originlllly Brothers, and they had the fame 
Inclmations, and the fame Cuftoms. 'TIS true that 
the inveterate Erfmity there is between the Raft's, and 
the Sunm's, had formed a Wall of Separation between 
there two Tribes of -Lfghvans, which it was very dIffi
cult to break down. Al'id they conftantly refitted 
the moll: pre1ling Solicimtlons which ~he .dghvans of 
CAJuiaha.r made ufe of to engage them to Join them. 
They chafe to fide with their Brothers on the Score 
of Religion, preferable to thofe who were fa by Birth; 
andthe Attachment whIch they had tc:.f their Se4 al-

ways 
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ways {upported their Fidelity to t~e laft, as long a., 
they were: able to hold out j fo that If they compfu:d, 
'twas only becaufe they had no other Courfe to take. 
For k/yrr-Maghm.d petceivin& that no go~ was to be 
done with them by a Courfe ot N egotlatlon, had re
courCe to Anns; and he harraLfed and plagued them to 
fuch 11 Degree, that whIle tbe), were abandoned on 
one hand, by the Perfran!, whofe Affiftance they had 
often in vain implored, and pre{fed on the other hand 
by the Enemy, who opened theIr Arms to receive 
them; and infread of improvIng their Advantage to 
bnng them under Subjecbon, only defired to make 
thc'll Partners in then good Fortune againft the Per
jans, they at laft confented to joih them; and were as 
firm and confrant to tpe new Patty, which the Ne
ccfiityof their Affairs had ob~iped them to embrace, 
as they had been true to the K.mg, whIle they were 
able to frand by him. Myrr-Maghmud employ'd the 
two firft Years of his OeneraHhip to bring them to 
thefe Terms, ¥ThIll; the Inaaion of the Court of Per
jia gave him all the Leifure for It that could be. 

THE Declaration of the. AghvAn! of Hafarai in 
Favour of thofe of Candahar, as much furpriz'dand 
alarm'd the r.ourt of 1.'erjia, as it dld Honour to lWyrr
Afaghmud, wh01 asthefir1~E/Tay of hisConducrand 
Valour, had luit confijmmated an Affair whirh even 
/llyrr-Wm hIS Father was not able to accomphlh. 
The Court found in the Son an Enemy frill more dan
gerous than in the Father, in regard that he was of 
a more enterprlzing Gemus; and then his Y outhf 
which was already made illufiriol1s by happy Atchleve
ments, feem'd to p.refage a long and bloody \-Var, jf it 
was not prevented 10 TIme. It was refolv'd therefore, 
to fend a ftronger Army againji him, than all that had 
yet taken the FIeld. 

THE only Thing that remam'd to be done, was to 
cboofe a General for an Expedition which was rec
kon'd?* the great~ I~portance th.at cou ld be under .. 
takenmtbe thenSl:uatlon of Aftairs. ForthilPur-

poit 
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pore tllCY caft thc~r Eyes on a N oblemad, nam'd Sefi
$..ftli-Kan, whICh hgmfics the' Lord who IS Slave to Sefi. 
Every BoJy appruy'd of the Choice, and, even the 
prevaIling Fatbon at Court~ after all theirOppoution 
to It, confcnted. The Motive whIch induc'd the 
Leaders of that Fathon to concur mit, WolS this; 
Enhcr he wIll fucceed in thIS War, feud ther; or eIfe 
he WIll mliCarry In it, as others have done. f he fuc
ceeds, m thIS Cafe we 1hall find our Advantage by the 
ServICe It WIll prove to the State, in the Government 
of which wc have a large Share; and If on the con
trary he mIfcarry, he WIll be a new Sacrifice to our 
Party. 

REA L L Y a better ChOice could not have been 
made for the mtcnded ExpedItiOn; but It was more 
eafy to nommate the Perf0n, than It was to make the 
Employment accepta.ble to him. S~fi-Kull-Kan had 
formerly been Dzvan-Beg, or ChIef J uHice at iJPaban ~ 
and as he was a Nobleman of approv'd IntegrIty, he 
excrcis'd that gleat Office WIth fuch a HriCt Impartia
lity, that the Favourites and chief Courtiers who L1.W 

that he had no Regard to their Recommendations~ 
could not relifu him, and even found Means to put th ~ 
Kmg out of ConceIt WIth that unalterable Regard to 
JUibce, whIch they conftrued as exccfllve RIgour; [0 
that thIS Nobleman pcrcelV1n~ that he dIfobhg'd his 
Mafier in the very Th1l1g that ought to have gam'd 
him more of I11S Efteem, and that nothing was to be 
got by dIfchargmg the Part of a Man of Honour un
der a Prince who, though perfeCtly honefi himfelf, had 
not Judgment enough to fet a true Value upon ProbIty, 
and had too much Folly 10 fupport and protect it, he 
I"cfign'd his Poil: to the King, and retir'd from Court 
WIth IndIgnation. < 

THE y therefore chofe him for the Exp~dition to 
Ct&1ltiahar in his Abfence, and nothmg but tbe preffing 
Neceffity they were under for a GenerAl of hIS Merlt 
and CharaCter, made them think of him, and forc'd 
the Miuifters to go and find him out ill his obfcure Re--

neat. 
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treat. But as he knew all the Artifices tbat were put 
in PraCtice to thwart and difconcert the former E:cpc
ditiani, and th.lt he was as odIOus to the prevatlIng 
F.1C:bon, as were the late Pnnce Kojlrou-Kall, and the 
Generals whom they had facnfic'd to their Hatred and 
Intcrd~ he excus'd hUl1fdf without Hefiration from 
the Employment to which they h:ld defign'd him.
Not all the Intreaty of the l\hmilers, and the King 
hlmfclf, could conquer the Avcrflon he decIar'd to 10 
dangerou~ a Commd1ion, :lnd h~ perfi!lcd to exc~fo 
hlmfclf to [he IAfr. But as they iaw none befides hIm 
I cally cap.lbic, they In.tde ufc of a Court .Stratagem, 
which whether he would, or no; put him under a 
N eccfTiu of ferv mg. 

H F h;d an only Son that he dearly lov'd, whofe 
fine ~lalltltS promis'd much. They Imag1l1'd, that 
by giVIng thiS Son, though:1s} et but feventcen Ye.lnl 
oU, the Title of Gener.ll for the Expeditlon which 
was 10 hand, the Father would be forc'd to r.ccompany 
hlln, and th.lt hll Tenderncls would 10 far p:e1r;ul over 
all Ius Picas, r hat he would not forbear gomg into the 
Field, to command an Army .. n the Name ot; and as 
Lieutenant to hi!> Son, wInch they could not perfwadc 
1111)1 to comllland III ChlCf. 

THE R F. FOR F. according to the Cufioll1 in Per
f.1, when they have a Mind to vefr any Ol1e with abfo
lute and extraordmary Authonty; they fent the Son a 
very fine Horfe, cover'd WIth a Ilch Harneis, a Buck
ler, and Pike, a Cuu'afs cover'd With Gold Brocade, 
and a Turban .ldorn'd with DLaffiOndS. All this wat 
prefeuted as from the K~ng to this yOllng Nobleman, 
and [eafon'd with all the fine Complimems that COlil~ 
be moll: accept_ble and plcaung to his Perfon. The' 
Father indcea forC!faw what w.ould be the Confequen
ces of a Snare which was thrown in the Way of hi; 
Tendemefs; But he was his Father ~ and he could not 
'With frand the I ntreaties of a Son fo exceedmg dear to 
hIm, who flatter'd with a Mark of Honour and Di
I~Aruon, which Wai J,lOt [0 be paralIeI'd ina Youth ot 

M . hit 
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his tender Years, conjur'd him with Tears, not to be 
the only Man in the whole Kingdom to oppofe hi~ 
good FOI tune. Therefore he confented to it, though 
with Difficulty; and that he might not abandon his 
Son to the Fire and Fury of Youth, 10 fo dangerous 
an Employment, he relolv'd, as the Court haa fore
feen, to accompany hlln 10 that great ExpedItion in 
<2!:lality of hIS LIeutenant. 

THE Complaifance he had for his Son having pre
vail'd with him in tlllS J n1l:ance, beyond all the Autho
rityof his Prince, dld not efcape the maliciOus Re
flecbons of the CourtIers, who in order to dumni1h be .. 
fore-hand the Ment of the Service in which he was 
cngag'd, dId not (ul of obferving to the King, that 
]le h.ld not fo much Intere1l: WIth Se/i-Kult-Kan, as hIS 
Son had, fOl' whofe Sake he had done more thJ..n he 
would have done for any Regard he ow'd to his Prince, 
or to the W dfare of the State. 

MEA r-: time [he Father and the Son made their 
PrcpaIJtions, and after they had form'd an Army of 
iixteen thou("md choice Men; the young General, ac
comp.ll11cd by hIS Father, ,vent to Court, where he 
was recelV'd with all the M:11"ks of Diftmetionth;.t 
could fbtter his Vamt)'. The King made a publick 
Entcrtamment for him; to which the Father was alfo 
invited; but he excus'd him.lelf. He girt his Swo;·l 
flifo by Ius Slde, in Prefence of the whole Court; and 
that he might have an Opportunity of fuewing his 
Skill on Horfeback, and In throwmg the Spear, he 
Jlad:l httle Tournament made for 111m, after the Man
ner of the Country, in the Meidan or great Square of 
Ifpahan; where the Youth diflinguiTh'd himfelf to 
the Satisfaetion of the King, and WIth the Acclama
tions of the People. 

I N the Mid1l: of there Acclamations, and with the 
Pr.lyers of all the Publick, he fet Ollt from I(pNJan to 
head his Army. But the Event did not an(wer thofe 
flumng Preludes. He had no fooner fet Foot in the 
i.nemy's Provmce, but being carried awax by tire 

• Ardour 
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Ardour of a young Man, and forgetting tlle Ac;rice 
that had been given him by his Father, who ~ol1ow'~ 
hlm with the main Army, he went raihly wIth fome 
Squadrons which he had in the Van:! :md skirmlfl)'d 
wIth the lidl: Troops tholt he inet with of theRebel's 
Army, by whom he was kill'd. Tnt' Misfortune of 
the Son foon drew on ihat of the Father, who heard 
this tragical News too foon, artd having nothing 
more to mind alter he had loll: his only Son, the fole 
ObjeCt of hiS Love and, Hopes, hearken'd to ~o :'-d" 
vice but that of Revenge and Fury, and rufu d mto 
the Middle of the Enemy, where fighting defper.ltely; 
he was at Iail over-power'd by Numbers, and found 
in Death an End to all his Sorrow. After the Lofs of 
the Generals, the Army ga.ve Ground, and was eu .. 
tirely routed. 

THE Court; which the leaa LolICs in former Cam
paigns dlfpirited, feem'd to take Heart in this, and 
was encourag'd to enter uporl new Me;tfures, fol' re· 
newIng the ~ ar with more Vigour than it had been 
carrieo on hitherto. Mean nme, as no Body offer'd 
to conduCt an Expedition, which by Reafon of the 
Death or 111 Snceei's of fo many able Generals who had 
f.lil'd in It, was look'd uplln as a dangerous Rock, the 
Athemat-Dbuletj or ehlef MlOiilcr, was fo zealous 
for the King's Service, that he off'efd himfelf to his 
M:l.1efry for this great Enterprize. The King whd 
did .him theJuiliee to have a high Opinion of fiis Ca
paclty, very welllik'd the Propofal, and would readj.; 
ly have fet his Hand to it, if he had not been diverted 
by th~ Eunuchs, who being jealous of the MlOifter's 
Credlt, reprefentcd to the Ring, that it was not Pru..
den~e to jo~n fo gr~at a militarx Pofi:, as the Command 
of hls ArmIes, to that abfolute Authority, with which 
he was already vefted in the Chief Poil of A/hemat. 
psulet i . and that there two Employments join'd toge
ther, might be dan~rous Infrl'uments in the Hands of 
• SubjeCt that woula be tempted to abufe them. 

MaTHia 
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T HIS Con{jdcr~tion chcck'd the King, and pre

v;l.ll'd over his I nclmation; but what In State Polrcy 
he had rcfus'd to 1m Pnme Mmifter for himfelt, he 
granted to his Brother-in-Law Luft-Ali-Kan, whom 
that Ml11iilcr had ptopos'd to fupply his Place: And 
notwlthftandlOg all the Efforts of the contrary Cabal 
to diVcrt the Blow, the Athflilat-Doulet carry'd it in 
fpite of them, and found an Advantage in Ir, which 
100n after coit hun VCI v dear. 

THo UGH the Relation betwixt Lrift-Ali-Kcm 
and the Prime Ml11iftcr, was en(lugh to have rcnder'd 
hIs Vote in hl~ v.wour [U[pIClOUS, yet hIS very Enemies 
did hml the J uilice to own, that he was not unqualIfied 
for the important Employment with which he was 
l:!onour'd He was a 1\1 U1 of a good He.ld-plece, wcll 
rurn'd either for Advice or ACtion; and though he 
had not )'tt In} gre,lt ComInands In the Armies1 he 
Was rcckon'd prctty wdl vers'd in milItary AfEl1T1>. 
And indeed to b IS M isfortUllC he made too great a Dif
l:OVCl Y of hIS Talents, by the Manner in WlllCh he 
went to work, and as much alarm'd the' Cabal whIch 
oppos'd hun ."Lt Court, as he tcrnfied the Rt:Leh of 
c.:1~l1dabar . 

B L r 0 R E he undcI took any Thing agaiofi: the lar
tc>r, he was refolv'd to open t.fie Campaign with fame 
fignal E,"';plolt, to gwc h nn a Reputation. The Ara
InarlS hAd for lome"\ cal!> p.ltl [urpnz'd the HIe of Mar
fate in the Gulph of Perjia, and had expell'd the 
Pel:(zans [10m thence, which was to their very great 
PI~judlce. Luft-Alt-KalJ propos'd, before he went 

.upon any other Enterprize, to recover this Iflund; 
and as [0011 as he had afiembled his Army, caus'd It to 
lnarch th,tt Way. A" he wanted ShIpS to carry his 
Troops over to the lil.md which he was to attack, 
he concel ted iufr MCaltlreS thereupon WIth the Pltrtu
.f!.ue(e of the /;tdies, who on the Payment of a certain 
Sum of Money, were to fend theIr Tranfports for 
that Pm pofc. The Portuguefe Fleet came ~n Time, 
Llllt the Mpney bC:lng Qcl.\td t.~ough the Intrigues of 

Luft-
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Luf:-Ali-Kan's Enemies at Court, retir'd into its l-hr
bours, lcavl'lg the unhJppy General upon the ShOlt 
lJ.m.:nttng Iu::. Cafc, to find hlmfeU through the Trea
<..hervof thofe who ought to have had th(. Interc~ of 
UIe Gavel mncnt more at Heart, excluded from ~ Con
que1l, :l.S mf.llhbie.iS It w,Uilmport.mt to the \V clf.lre 
of the Kmgdom. 

\V H I L E he W,lS in y,lin reprolc11ing anj cudini 
the Authors of tIllS Tlc.leller)', he ht"lrd that !l1,,-,.
ll4.agbmTid takmg Ad" :1nt"ge of 1m Dill-me:, was ad
v.U1c'd towar .. is Ki, man, and by Mc.ll1s ot J. Corre
fpondence 111 the Phce, had taken It. 

T HIS famous Rmp,lc.ldcr of the Rebels, who frorn 
the Advanuge hc g.l.1l1'U 11/1- Y C.l.r over the PaJian Ar
my had entertam'o \'cry great Hopc'>, pi opos'd no lefs 
to hJln[c:f than to pUJh the 'Val IIJt0 the Heart of th~ 
Kmgdom; and rh,lt he might be marc at h,md to carry 
It on there, he had call: 1m Eye~ on the City of KIY
man, to make It a Place of Al ms, and [Ook i t, a~ has 
been f;uJ. Tlus City, which, a~ it werc, forms a 
Trungle With J/pahau and Calldahar, lying SOllth of 
both, not fa far by one third ii'om thc former, as It IS 

[10m the I.uter, though 't1~ threc hundred Lc..1glles 
flam Candahar, is the Capital of a Prov1I1ce ot the 
f.lme r-';;,me, which wa~ the antlent Cm-amania. Great 
Part of It IS inhabited by the Gam s, \V ho pretend to 
be defcended from the ;Jjltient PClj.ms, \V orlh.ipp~rs of 
Fire, and bemg very ullcafy under rhe Yoke of the 
modern PcrJians, who have often pCI.rccutcd themp 
Afyrr-Magbmttdhad no Ddnculty to g.ltn them; anJ 
Jt W,\S by their Means that he took the Town. 

NOT H I N" C leis than an Event of thiS Confe
quence could have dehver'd the PerJian Gene!".l! fron} 
Ius De~p,ur for the Affront [hat had been 11tclNut 
upon lurn m ligl-tt of Mafcbate As It was of ConCe
!Juence not to leave the Rebefs Time to fortlty them
(elves 111 the Town whIch the}' hd thus {urpri'L'd, 
Luft-.dli-Kandld not fiay for tm whole Army to at
tack them, but llafilly forming a Body of the fine!t 

M3 ~ 



1;0 1'1;1 lliflnry of the tau 
Jl.nd moll aCtive Troops he had, he went before, and 
fell upon Maghmttd, whom he entirely routed; and 
ilfter having drove him frnm Ktrman, and taken his 
Baggage from hlm~ he purfued hIm to Candahllr, 
where he oblig'd hIm to fuut hlmfelf up, very much 
aiham'd of his entire Overthrow, and aftoQiih'd to 
find there were Men ibll left 111 Per/ia~ that were ca· 
p,lble to give him Law. 

T HIS VICtory caus'd the more Joy, and made the 
more N Olfe 111 all Perjia, becaufe It was the fir1t Time 
th,lt the Aghvans had been beaten Gnce the RebellIon, 
~nd was Demonftratlon that It was not ImpQflible to 
~onquer them. Mean TIme the General, who by 
M;rr-Maghmud's bold Attempt upon the CIty of Ktr
tna11, phun~y f.1.W the full Dnft of this Rebel's Pro~ 
jeers, and the Importance of that Place, made it hi$ 
firfi Care to fecure I~ agam!l Tnfu.lts, and all the Dan
gers ot a fecond htt<l(k. He phc'd a good Gamfol\ 
fn it, and fortified It fo well, clpeclally that p"rt call'd 
the Upper CIty, whIch IS fcpal'ated from the Lower, 
~hat 111 172.f '*' it tbll held out ag,linft the Aghwms. 

ArT E R he had thus put all Th111gS in Order, hl$ 
Refentment, whIch the N eceflity of IllS Aff.lir~ had 
pnly fufpcnded, broke out with freih V lOlcnce againfl: 
thofe who had occaGon'd hIS Diflppomtmcnt in the 
ExpedItion to ./tlafihatr; and as he haq no Jufiice to 
hope for from a Kll1g, whom they betray'd to h1S 
Face in iuch a Manner, that he either did not fee it, 
or was afr.ud to ihew that he f.l\V it, he rcfolv'd to do 
iumfelf Juttice, and to do It WIth fuch a high Hand a~ 
ihOllld humble the Cab.!.l of his Enemies, and con .. 
VIl1ce them, that all the ProteCtion they had at Court 
fhould not ~krcen them from 1m Vengeance. 

11' 

'II 1 hIS Circumflanc, provfs that thflllS a Miflal.:e m the Accoul1l in. 
firted m the Mercure for Novembu 1726. where 'tIS fllld, that thl4 
Clt"y was IIIl.m by ~bghmud /IJ 172.1. All ,.4"PJmt ~J ~lIilal N/s'J, ~ 
fk~ Sl~;'~ Will bl gz'lIffl hereafi,r,' . - . 
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I T was with this View that he brought his Army 
back to the CoaO:s of the Pcrjian Gulph, where moil; 
of the great Men that he had a DeGgn upon, had good 
Efl,ates, and fine Seats j and on Pretence that hIs 
Troops, for want of their Pay, could not fubfin 0-

therwife, he quarter'd them in all their Houfes, where 
they hv'd at DIfcretion. All Horfes2 Camels, Arms, 
and other Thmgs fittmg for a Soldier, were feiz'd, 
without any Formality, for the Ufe of the Army;. 
not to reckon the great Contnbutions willch they 
rais'd upon the Provmce in general, and of which th<l 
Noblemen, who had Efiates there, paid thell" QJlota 
as well as others. 

B u,. whatever Liberty he e;ave the Soldiers in this 
Refpetl;, the Difclpline of his Troops was kept up, 
and never perhaps was there an Army in Perfia fo well 
kept, or fo fpruce. After it had refreih'd it {elf by a 
long Stay, it had Orders to advance towaras Cbiras, 
~ CIty which lies Qn the Road from the Gulph to &m ... 
tiabar, and where the gcncr,ll Rcndezvous was appom
ted. All the Troofs Icndczvous'd there in }llo'l.:cmbcr 
1720. WIth fevera thoufand C.lmels Ltdcn WIth all 
Sorts of Ammunmon and l'rovilions for the greatefl; 
Part of the Camp.llgn. 'TIS vcry prob'lbk, that thiS 
Army, as It )V;li thcn difpo~'J, furmili'd With all 
Thmgs in Abundance, embolden'd by ItS tne Succcf
fes, and conducted hyJa Wife and refolutc General, Ull

der whom it had newly le.trn'd to conquer, would loon 
have reduc'd the Aghvans to Reafon, if a gre,lt Dlf
order at Court, owmg to the bafeO: Intrigue, had not 
l"uin'd all thofe great Hopes, JUit as they were ready 
to be confwnmated. 

L U F T-A L I-K A N had a Mind to be reve~d 011 

\he Great Men of the Court; and, to his MIsfortune" 
he had fucceedcd too well ill It. Thofe N oblcmcn be .. 
iog mcenfed agamtl: him, and more nettled ttt the 0.1( .. 
cjam with wIuch he had tre,tted them In ravaging thell' 
l~:l.nds, than all the Loffcs they hold fuibined th~l;e;. 
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1;'%, Tbe Hifl()ry()f the latt 
being alarmed] moreover, at the CredIt which the 
VJa~ry he hao g:uo'd Oller .the Aghvans had ,acquired 
hun WIth the Ktng, they dld not doubt but If he {uc
(eeded 10 his Expedition, fubdued the Rebels, and 
fuppre«ed the Rebellion, a Service, of that Impor
tance would render hl1ll too powerful at Court, and 
that .dthemat~Dott!et, 1m Brother-in- Law, and he, 
havIng all the King's Confidence, an~ all the Amho.., 
tity of the Govemment to IllS own Share, exdufive 
of any other PerC on, would lmprove thcu· Advantage 
to opprefs and ruin them. 

THE y f:nv Wl other Remedy but to prevent it by 
ruillmg hllufelf: And thourTh they could not do it 
without overthrowmg the Hopes of the [peedy Re
pncrion of C!m1abar, and of paClfylllg that rebellious 
Frontier j yet the Conftdcratlon of theu private In
tercil prcvalled before dIe moil: important lntcreft of 
the State; and they choie to venture the Lofs of All, 
than nottodlf:u·m.1Genelal, whocould not tlmmph 
over the Enemies of the Klflgdom, without crufhmg 
them 11) Picce~ by hi!) Tnumph. 

A s the two ol'Pl")utc Cabals at Court were equal
ly interefl:ed to rum a rvIan, whore Authoritv and 
Power muil: be equally burthenCome and prejUdICIal 
[0 them, If he brought hiS DcJigns to pars, they uni
red, .and JOlned both againH: l~lm. Bur imagining 
lhat It would not be pollible for them to fuccecd in any 
Undenalong ag:linft hIm, as long as Atbemat·Doulet, 
Jus Brothel-m-Law) W.1:' in Plac.e, and fOfefeeing that 
thIs MJUIfter, in whom the Kmg had all Manner of 
Confidence, and to whom, that he might the more 
flUIctlv enJoy the Delights of his H.ml.m, he abandon
ed t.he ·Care and Incumbrance of all Aff':urs, would 
not fail to ward off the Blow~ that ihoutd be aimed au 
his Brother-in-Law, they reColved to defrroy hIm 
:firfr; and they fucceeded by a very III concerted Piece 
pf Management, WIth whIch no other Prince but 
fce~h-Hu.f!ei;l, would have been fa eafily gull'd. 

AM.D~~ 
-.\ " ,~ 
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AM 0 N G the Officers, who had moil: Accefs to the 
Perfon of the King, there were two efpecial1y who,. 
by the Nature of their Service, were hls moil: lOti
mate Confidents and Familiars. The one was hi9 
Moullah, or DireCtor of his Confcience, and the o
ther his chlef Phyfictan. Thefe were the two Offi
cers that they employ'd to give the Athemat-Doulet 
the mortal Blow; and becaufe that in order to furpnze 
the King mto it, 'twas unavOlda.bly nece1fary to 
choofe a Time when he had netther Lelfure nor Con
vemency to take AdVice of any but the Confpu·,ltors, 
they pitched upon that Time of the Night for the 
Execution of their Deugn, when they llllght have 
him moft at their Difcretion. 

EVER Y Thmg was quiet in the King's A panment, 
and there was a profound SIlence. Tlie King I11m
(elf w.as at1:uaHy aiJccp at one End of his Palace, when 
he was fuddenly awaked by two Officers cOlTImg in 
with affrighted Looks, who cafting thelf Turbans 011 

the Ground, as a Token of Sorrow, faid to the King, 
" That though they were not ignor,mt that It was a
" gainft the Rules to dare to dlffurb his Repofc, and 
fJ. to enter his MaJefty's Bea-Chamber without 1118 
" Leave, "fpeclally durmg fo facred a Time; yet 
" the imminent Danger with which they faw him 
~, threaten'd, did not luffer them to have Regard to 
" the u{ual Formalitie~; that his Life and Crown 
~, were at ftake; which now was the Time to fecure 
" agalOft the Attempts of the Athem4t-Doulet, who 
" had fixed on that very Night for the ExecJtion 
" of his ParrICIde: That the Llid Prime Miniil:er, in 
" Concert with his Brother-1l1-Law the General of 
" the Army, had vow'd the De,lth ot his MaJeity,and 
" the Extincbon of the Royal Fan1l1y: That while 
" the latter was to go and make hlmfelf Matler of 
" IJPahan with Ius Army, and to mveft the King's 
" Palace, fo that 110 Pnnce of the Royal Family 
~ might efcape, the Azhemat-Doulet was to {eize the 
~ KrLng hlmfelf, with the Affiftancc of three thoufand 

" KUl'dcs,. 


