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Military Memoirsi.

» or W
"EREAT BRITATN &
; A |
CHAP I. ; '

Origin of the' d ﬁmﬂ between Grml Brivsin and
France—Warlike preparations——Two French fbips
taken—Qperations in America—Braddock’s un-
fortunate expedition—General Jobnfon defeats the
French— An invafion threatened— Fort St Phi-

lip’s taken—~Fate of Byng.

=
HE exhaufted fituation of the contcnding‘ m“
powers at the conclufion of the war in S5
1748, and the equality-of their remaining :
force, gave juft grounds of expeftation, that the &
peace of Aix-la-Chapelle would prove happy and
. lafting, Each nation ftill continued in a ftate of :
défence. The fear with which the one infpired Q
‘ the other made them cautious of offending; and i
“the inhabitants of Europe indulged themfelves in
the pleafing hope of enjoying, for many years, the
blefings of cafe and tranquillity.
Tue turbulent ambition of the Frcnt:h de- % |
“lirous of rccovcnng, by undcrhand encroachments, 4

¥ L v ; :
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MILITARY MEMOIRS
1753 what they had given up by treaty, renewed once
= . more thofe fcenes of blood and devaftation, which
eady had exhaufted the ftrength, and depopu-
the principal kingdoms of Europe.
- To inveftigate, with a tedious exaltnefs, the
- remote caules which gave rife to the war; to
- dwell, with ‘minute prolixitv, on fkirmifhes and
engagements, neither important in  themfelves,
nor interefling in their confequences, is not our in-
tention : nor would the limits, to which we have
confined ourfelves, permit ps to exhibit fo un=-
’ entertaining a detail. The brevity, however, with
h " which matters of little moment are paffed over,
will be compenfated by a full and particular rela-
tion, wherever the dignity of the objet feems to
require it.
Diipute Tue difpute between Great Britain and France
about Nova , . 2 . e -
Scotia.  originated from the uncertainty of the limits of
their American territories.  Partly from the inat-
tention, and partly from the ignorance, of the ne-
! gotiators of both courts, at the peaces of Utrecht
5 and Aix-la-Chapelle, the boundaries of Acadia or
Nova Scotia were never diftin@tly afcertained. Suc-
ceeding negotiations, equally tedious and ineffetual,
ferved only to increafe the confufion; and it be-
came obvious, from the iteady inflexibility of both
¥ parties, that the fword alone could terminate the
conteft.
e AnoTHER fource of contention arofe from .
mentson  caufe, which, though it had hitherto efeaped ob-
o o fervation, was equally intricate with the former,
- and tended to produce the fame confequences. -
P The French, from a claim of prior difcovery, had
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OF GREAT BRITAIN.

taken pofleflion of the country adjacent to the ri-
vers Miffiffippi and Ohio, towhich they had given the
name of Louifiana. They intended, by a regular
chain of forts, to join thofe fettlements with their
Canadian pofleffions. By thefe means, the Englifh
would Bave been cficétually excluded from any
fhare in the Indian trade ; and would alfo, in cafe :
of a war, have been expofed to continual inroads

and alarms. Upon the execution of this plan,
however, the profperity, if not the exiftence, of
the French colonies in North America depended ;
and it was equally evident, if Britain fuffered it to
take place, that the confequences would prove fa- "
tal and deltruétive to her own fettlements.

WaiLe France was endeavouring to amufe the Dvp m
Britith court with idle negotiations and infincere '
declarations, fhe was fecretly preparing to fupport |
her encroachments by force of arms. Accuftom- |
ed to French duplicity, and not deccived by her
profeflions, Britain was equally afliduons in war-

like preparations ; and particularly in putting her
navy on the moft refpectable footing®. Troops had, N |
et E
* The Englith navy, at this period, confifted of

Ships, Guns. Ships. Guns.

One of 110 Twenty-eight of s0

Five - - 100 Four - - 44 ’

Thirteen - = go Thirty-five - 40 ¥

Eight - « @n Torty-two - 20 L !

S i . .- 74 Four - - & ”
“T'wenty-nine - 70 T'wo - - 16

Four - -« - 66 Eleven 14

One - - w64 Thirteen . -~ i

Thirty-three - . 6o One - - 10

Three . - 54 R | o

Befides a number of bomb-ketches, fire-fhips, and tenders, y
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MILITARY MEMOIRS

in the meun time, been fecretly fent off yby both
~_nations to America. The Britifh colonies had in-
~ flructions to ufe their utmoft endeavours to repel
the incurfions of the enemy ; and they were given
10 tinderftand, that they would be fupported by a
body of Briuth troops, under Major-General Brad-
. dock, who was appointed commander in chief in
~+», America. .
A8 The condu@ of the American provinces, on this
occafion, was neither fuitable to their own danger,
. nor to the intereft of the mother-country. Con-
4 fcious of their fervices during the preceding war,
they were offended at an Englifth general’s being
b:' appointed to command them. The difpofitions
they made therefore for affifting and co-operating
with the troops from Britain were feeble and diffi-
pated ; and, in every meafure adopted for that pur.
pole, there was an evident want of unanimity.
Tue charatter of the general himf=If was by
no means calculated to remove thefe difaffections.
Howcever unexceptionable as a man of courage, he
was in every other refpe¢t unfit for the employ-
ment. Ifaughtinels of temper, and aulterity of
manncrs, were qualities but ill fuited to make a
favourable imprefiion on thofe amongft whom he
was deftined to att. Unacquainted with the nature
" of the country, the genius of the people, and their
‘peculiar mode of fighting, he treated with con-
tempt. the half-difciplined but brave troops of thé®
Provinces. - Accutlomed to the minute fervice of
the parade, he cxerted the moft fevere difeipline
amongft his own foldiers ; but he wanted that af-
fability of temper which makes foldiers fubmit with
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OF GREAT BRITAIN.

cheerfulnefs. They dreaded him as a commander,
they difliked him as a man. g
Tae expedition, in which the Britifh and Prm Braddoe
vincial troops, amounting to about 2200, were to
at in conjuniion, was againft Fort du Quelne,
which commanded,the entrance mto the countri:a
on the Ohio and Miffiflippi. o
Hap General Braddock poffefled every qua.h.ﬁ
cation requifite for fuch an enterprife, it muft be
acknowledged that he laboured under innumerable -
difficulties, *and was, in a great meafure, deftitute
of the neceffaries which alone could enable him +
to perfet it. By the negligence of the Virginian
contralors, a fufficient quantity of provifions and
carriages werc not prepared ; and the fupplying
of thofe neceflary articles occafioned a delay of
fome weeks. e
. Tuese difficulties were at laft furmounted. He Mmhulq
marched from Fort Cumberland in Virginia on m
the 1oth of Junc; and encamped, on the 8th of
July, within ten miles of Fort du Quefne, with an *
army of 1400 men; having left the remainder of o+ |
his troops to bring up the ftores and heavy bag- *
gage. He continued his march next day. Ad- "
vancing carelefsly, unmindful of thofe precautions
fo neceffary in a country abounding with woods 'a
and thickets, he was faluted, about mid-day, with' ras into
a fevere and heavy fire, foll in his front, and all 3,2 “’M’
4long his left flank. This fudden and unexpeed
attack, from an enzmy who could not be feen, was
accompanied with the horrid fhouts of Indians,
which excited the greateft terror amongft
troops, efpecially the regulars, who were'entirely »

L
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MILITARY MEMOIRS

+ unacquainted with it.—The whole armywas thrown

, into confufion; they fled with precipitation, and all

\ - the efforts of their gallant officers proved ineffectual

W{lop them. In this moment of difficulty and dan-

“ger, it was hard to fay whether the intrepidity or

impruderce of the general were moft confpicuous.

Inftead of endeavouring to retreat, till he could

make ufe of his artillery, and by that means clear

the buthes of the enemy, he gave orders to form

regularly, and to advance. ™n the mean time, his

officers and men fell thick around him.t Every fire

ey i from the enemy did dreadful execution, and in-

- creafed the flight and diforder, Braddock himfelf,

" after having had five horfes killed under him, re-

ceived a mufket-fhot through his lungs, of which

he died in a few daysy atoning, by zn honourable

death, for the errors of his condu@t.—The Pro-

E vincial troops, fo much defpifed, proved now effen-

tially ufeful. They bravely formed, and advanced

againft the Indians; and to their gallant behaviour

was it owing, that the whole army was not cut off.

—The lofs, in this unfortunate affair, amounted to

4 near 700 men; and the officers, who were fingled

out by the enemy, fell in a much greater propor-

tion than is ufual. The number of the enemy is

faid to have been goo men, moftly Indians ; and

their lofs quite inconfiderable. The remainder of

the army retreated with precipitation to Fort Cum-

berland, Jeaving behind them all the artillery,
baggage, &e.*

S —
 * The feene of this difufter had been peculiarly unfortunate to the
Englilh—In the year 1754, Colonel Walkington, with a body of 408
Provincials, having ereéted a temporary fort op the Ohio, was attacks

ed, defeated, and taken prifoner, by the French.



OF GREAT BRITAIN.

TroveH the progrefs of the Britith arms, in the x
northern provinces, was neither marked by any’
decifive cvents, nor attended with important con-
fequences, it derived a luftre from bcmg contrafted
with the unfortunate enterprife againft Fort du
Quefne.—Three expeditions were refolved upon;
one againft Crown Poimt, another againft the fort
at Niagara, and a third to reduce the French forts
in Acadia. .

Tue firft of thef: was planned under the di- Espedition
reftion, and executedunder the command, of Ge- Crown
neral Johnfon, a gcntlcman of Ireland, who had li- "
ved, from his earlieft youth, in the Indian country
adjacent to the Mohawk river. By adopting the
cuftoms, and learning the language of that people;
by redrefling their wrongs, and alleviating their di-
ftrefles ; he acquired a degree of influence over
them which no Furopean had ever poflefied. They
reverenced him as a father, they obeyed him as
a fovereign. By a noble difintereftnefs, he made ]
ufe of the power he had over them for the fervice
of his country.—Having, for many years, dignified
the charatter of a merchant by the extenfivenefs
and liberality of his dealings, the love of his coun-
try prompted him to adopt the lefs tranquil but
more honourable employment of a foldier.

AT the head of about five thoufand men, Ge= ﬁi’:&'ﬁ
neral Johnfon encampcd at Lake George, on the eacampsat
6th of September, in a very ftrong fituation. Re- George . 3
ceiving mtclllgcncc that a confiderable number of
the enemy were advancing from Ticonderoga, he
detached a thonfand men, befides Indians, to inter~ 4
cept them. Thefe were repulfed with- confiderable 5

1

.
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- lofs; and, in a few hours, the enemy, more nu-
a. merous than imagined, appeared marching towards

camp, in the moft perfeét order. By begin-

' *ﬁiigthcir attack at too great a diftance, the fire of

“the French was partly ineffe€tual, and gave time to

the Englifh to recover the confufion which the fud-
den appearance of fo numerous an enemy had oe-
cafioned. No fooner did the Englith artillery be.
gin to play upon the enemy, than their Canadians
and Indians fled, as ufual, 1/ the buthes,_Unfup-
ported by thefe auxiliaries, the French genfiral i
kept up his fire againft the camp, which did very
little execution ; while his digg troops fuffered
greatly. At lait, Genefl Johnfon, perceiving the
enemy in fome confufion, left his intrenchments,
attacked them on all fides, and obtained a com-
plete victory. The lofs of the French amounted
to near 8oo men, and that of the Englifh to about
200.—As the feafon was now deemed to be too
far advanced to proceed to the attack of Crown
Point, the army returned to Albany.—The gene-
ral, as a reward for his gallant behaviour, was
created a baronet, and prefented with soeol. by
the parliament. :

Tae attempt upon Niagara, from the flownefs
of the preparations, and the latenefs of the fcafon,
proved altogether abortive.—General Shirley, who
commanded in this expedition, after having tra-
verfed an immenfe tract of country, and rein-
forced the garrifon of Ofwego with abeut 700 men,
returned without having atchieved any thing; wor=
thy of being related.
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Tue expedition againft the French in Nova Sco-
tia was fuccefsful, and fully anfwered the end pro- 4
pofed. The fort of Beau-cjour was taken by
a body of Provincial troops, under the command
of Colonel Monckton ; who, after having deftroy-
ed the forts on St. John’s river, and difarmed the
French Indians and Acadiens, effeCtually eftablifh-
ed the tranquillity of Novs Scotia.

Arraids were in this fituation, when intelli- svrore,
gBence was received, that a powerful armament was
* “ready to fail from Breft. A fquadron was inme=
diately fitted out, and tl}c command given to Ad- "
miral Bofcawen, an exglerienced feaman, and a
brave officer, who bad orders to intercept and at-
tack the French fleet, wherever he fhould meet
them. He failed immediately for the banks of New. Adminl
foundland, and arrived there a few days before the Gl 1ot
French fquadron. The thick fogs, which prevail had, |
on thole coalts, prevented the two armaments from
feeing each other ; and, by that means, the French
fleet reached its deftination in the river St. Lau-
rence. Two fixty-four gun fhips, however, the Al-
cide and Lys, having been feparated from the reft T skes tve
of the fleet, were taken, after a finart refiftance, mips.
by two fhips of the Britifh fquadron. In this en-
gagement, the good conduét and intrepidity of
Captain (afterwards Lord) Howe were eminently
diftinguifhed.

TrE taking of thole fhips, though complained
of and reprefented by the French as a breach of |
“national faith, was fufficiently juftified by their en-
croachments in America. It contributed, in a great

» 4 B >
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- meafure, to bring matters to a crifis. No long=
r under a neceflity of difguifing their intentions,
nations avowedly declared their refolution of
orting their refpective claims, and redoubled
heir preparations for war.

TaeucH the ceremony of denouncing war was
delayed from political reafons, orders had been
given for the Britifh fhips to wke all the French
veffels they mer with ; and, during the courfe of
the year, upwards of 300, many of them with rich
cargoes, were carried mw the ports of Great

Britain.
is Tue inadtivity and tamcnc’of the French, on
» this occalion, altonithed all Europe. Inftead of

attempting reprifals, they contented themfelves
with complaining loudly of the injuftice of Bri-
tain, and reprefented thefe acts of hoftility as a
violation of the law of nations. They carried thiy
affetted averfion to hoftilities fo far, as to return
an Englifh fhip of war which they had taken,

A lalt their malk of moderation was removed.
They formed two defigns ; the one the conqueft
of Minorca, the other an attempt upon Hanover.
The firlt of thefe owed the fuccefs with which it
was attended, more to the fupinenefs and inatten-
tion of the Englifh miniftry, than to the wifdom
and dexterity with which it was planned and exe-
cuted.—To draw ofi’ the attention of the Englith
(\Reeach — from their real defigns, they brought down troops
A sniavafion. to the coafts of Picardy, Normandy, and Britany,

under a fhew of invading Great Britain, This
| produced the defired efledt. The Englifh. nation.
: was fcized with the utmoft confternation. . The

B © ' v Sl



OF GREAT BRITAIN.

miniftry hefitated, and feemed confcious of their
neglect. The army was known to be infufficicnt
to defend a wide-extended fea-coaft from invafion;
and the eftablifament of a naticnal mulitia, though
often propofed, had not yet taken place.

IT was on her navy alone tnat Britain could
depend for protection. From a jult fenfe of its im-
portance, fhe confiders it as the fole fupport of the
national dignity. It is the center of all her hopes,
it is the fource of all her riches. A numerous
fleet 1s equipped and manned with the fame expe-
dition as the raifinggof a fingle battalion.—On the
other hand, an ?gcafc of the ftanding army is
ever looked upon with a jealous eye, as inimical
to liberty. Whenever, therefore, Britain, unhappi-
ly for herfelf, requires a powerful land-force, fhe
is obliged to apply for afliftance to other ftates.
In her prefent fituation, fuch an application was
deemed neceflary. Her treacherous allies denied
their aid. The Dutch, in particular, though in-
debted to Britain for their very being, refuled to
perform their ftipulated engagements, upen pre=-
tences equally fhallow and evalive. Accordingly,
a body of Booo Heflians was engaged to be em-
ployed, if required, upon the continent, or in Bri.
tain or Ircland. A treaty fimilar to this, but
much more extenfive, was begun with Ruffia, of
which we fhall have occafion to fpeak more fully
alterwards.

WhiLe the apprchenfions of an immediate in-
vafion had pervaded all ranks of people in Britains
while the miniltry were endeavouring to guard,
with an almofl childifh timidity, againit fuch at-

2. B 2



MILITARY MIMOIRS.

tacks as were threatened but to amufe, and were
“mot intended, a French {quadron of twelve fhips

, with 12,000 troops on board, under the
Duke de Richlicu, failed from Toulon ; and,
landing in Minorca, opened trenches before the
o, Jortrefs of St. Philip’s, on the 25th of April. The
lmmﬁr\ Lad been repeatedly apprifed of the defign
of the Yrench againil "Minorca ; but, fuch was
their nrgligcncc and inattention, that not the leaft
precaution was taken to prevent it. The reprefen-
tations of the Englifh confuls in the Mediterrancan,
refpeéling the French naval preparations at Toulon,
and the remonftrances of General Blakeney, de-
puty-governor of Minorca, fetting forth the weak-
nefs of the garrifon of the fortrefs of St. Philip,
were treated with the fame indifference and dif-
regard.—It was naturally expeéted, that the mi-
‘ niflry, roufed at laft from their lethargy, would
’ endeavour to compenfate for their former inaéti-
‘ vity by the vigour and importance of their méa-

furcs.  Ten fhips of the line, poorly manned, and

badly accomimodated in cvery refpe&, were de-

ftined for an expedition, on the fuccels of which

the fafcty of one of the moft valuable pofleflions of

™ Britain depended. The command of this fquadron
was vefled in Admiral Byng, an officer kiule diftin-
: guithed in the navy, and whofe courage and actis

!\ vity, from want of opportunity to fignalize bims

\: felf, were at bLeft but of a doubtful nature.
st The admiral failled from Spithead on the #th of
torits e~ April, and arrived at Gibraltar, after a tedious paf-

g fagc, on the 2d of May. Being rcinforced by fe-
.. & yeral cther fhips, and a detachment from the gars
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rifon, he failed from Gibraltar on the 8th of the
fame month, and arrived off Minorca on the 1gth.
About fix o’clock in the evening, the encmy, to
the number of feventeen fail, appeared advancing
in order of battle. The evening was fpent by both
fleets in endeavouring to get the advantage of the
weather-gage.

At day-light, on the coth, the French fleet
could not be delcried ; but, foon re-appearing, the
line of battle was formed on both fides, and, about
two, Admira! Byng made the fignal to engage. :
Rear-admiral Weft, an officer of approved ability |
and refolution, bore down with his divifion upon
the enemy, and attacked them with fuch impetuo- f‘ms:;lh
fity, that the fhips oppofed to his were driven out the French
of the line. Inftead of fupporting the rear-admi- "
ral, Mr Byng, either from a defire {trictly to pre-
ferve the line, or from an inexcufable timidity,
kept at the greateft diftance, and made little or no
ufe of his artillery. By this means, in all probabi-
lity, the Britifh fleet loft an opportunity of gaining
a capital advantage over the enemy. The French
admiral dilcovered the fame difinclination to conti-
nue the engagement ; he edged away with an eafy
fail, while Mr Byng made a thow of giving chace.
Both fleets were out of fight of each other next
morning.—Thus ended this doubtful engagement,
in which the wonted f{uperioritywf the Englith by
fea was by no means confpicuous. The French
laid claim to the viGtory ; and indeed the retreat
of Admiral Byng was productive of all the confe-
quenccs of a defeat. Under a pretext of providing

Adin

. for the fafety of Gibraltar, Le repaired thither

with the utmoft cxpedition. ot |
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. Tue gareifon of St. Philip’s, thus fhamefully
abandoned to the encmy, inftead of giving them-
felyes up to defpair, refolved to behave with fpirit,
and to defend the place to the laft extremity.
From the 20th of May to the 27th of June, they
fuftained and retorted the enemy’s fire with the
moft undaunted refolution. At laft, the works be-
ing in many places demolifhed, the guns difmount-
ed, the garrifon exhaunfted with hurd duty and in-
ceflant watching, and the little probability there

o dered remained of being relieved, a capitalation was de-
,.m, manded, and granted upon atmnourablc tErmSe—

- The fortrefs was accordingly delivered up to the
« French on the 28th of June.§

§ Thouzh the gencral defign of this work precludes a minute rela-
tion of the actions of individuals, yet, amidft the mifconduét and mif-
earriages of this inaulpicious perind, there is a pleafure in exhibiting a
r ~ <haructer worthy of imitation, and deferving of the highelt praife.—
i-p Captain Cunningham (of Enterkine), a Scots gentleman, who aded as
fecond engincer at Minorca, being pieferred 1o a majority at liome, had
(\) repaired to Nice in Italy, in order to tuke his paflage in a fhip for En-
gland. Having received certain intelligence that the French armament
N was deftined for the place he liad guitted, and recolledting thut the
chief engineer ut Minorca was difabled by the gout, and that a num-
Q tier of things were wanting for the defence of the fortrefs ; notwith-
ftapding his ludy, whom he tenderly loved, was juflt delivered, and
two of Lis children were dangeronfly ill of the fmall-pox, he helitated
not a moment, but facrinced the calls of conjugal and parental sffeclion
to the honour and fesvice of his eountry. He porchafed timber for
- the platforms, and other neceffarics for the garifon, hired a veficl
to tranfport them thither; and, tearing himfelf from his wite and
childien, fuiled direily for Minorea. In the courfe of the ficge, he
soquitted Limfelf with .thc greatclt vigilance, f(kill, and adtivity 3
when, towurds the end of it, in an aflavlt, mixing with the cne-
my fword in hand, he was difabled in theiight arm by the (hot of
« muflet, and the thralt of a bayonet. 1In the capitulation he was ho=
noured with a particular article in bis favour.—On his return to En-
gland, L was preferred to the rank of colouel in the guards; and af-
terwards afted as chicf engineer in the attempts and defcents that were
made on the French coafl. He accepted of the fame office in the expe=
dition to Guadaloupe, where he died univerfally regretted,
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Minorca, thus difmembered from the Britith
empire, was the objeét of univerfal regret. Jts |
importance was fenfibly felt, and its lofs fincerely
lamented. The fears of an imaginary invafion
gave way to indignation and refentment 2
the miniftry, and the delinquent admiral. Ad-
drefles were prefenied w the throne, petitioning,
in the ftrongeft terms, for a change of men and
meafures; and the people, rendered diffident and
diftruftful, and foured by misfortunes, already

imagined themfelves pn the brink of ruin, and de- |
{titute both of treafure and of firength. The firft <
fury of their refentment was diretted againft the '
unfortunate Byng. The miniftry vfed every endea- :

vour to foment this animofity, and to avert the
danger which threatened themfelves.  They ag.
gravated his mifconduct, expofed his folly, and
expatiated on his cowardice. The public prints
abounded with the molt virulent invectives againit
him, and mobs were hired to hang and burn him
in effigy, at different parts of the capital. Lven
majefty itfelf is faid to have taken part in the
cruel perfecution againft this unhappy man.—He
was fuperfeded in his command by Sir Edward
Hawke, and fent home under an arrelt.

For the fake of perfpicuity, we fhall proceed to
give an account of Admiral Byng’s trial and fate;

. following rather the natural courfe of events, than
adhering ftrictly to the order of chronology.

On the 28th of December, he was brought Tiial of
before a court-martial ; and, after a long trial, g:n‘"‘
was condemned as falling under part of the 12th
article of war. The feverity of this article, which'
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admitted of no mitigation®, induced his judges to
t_ecommend him as a proper ob]c& of his majefty’s
mercy. The diftinguifhed merit and fervices of his
anceltors, the ra.commendatlons of his judges, and
“the teftimony of the French gene-al, who had been
a fpettator of the whole engagement, proved inef-
fectual to fave him 3 and his death was cruelly re-
prefented to the king as the only means of pacify-
ing the populace. Thus devored, he preprrcd to
meet his fate with fteadinefs and refointren. He
was fhot at Portfmouth on the 14th of March.—
The firm, compofed, and undaunted manner, in
which he died, wiped  away every imputation on
his perfonal courage. Immediately before his
death, he delivered a paper to the marfhal of the
admiralty, in which he declared his innocence,
and that Le confidered himfelf as a viCtim deftined
to divert the indignation and refentment of an in=-
jured and deluded people from their proper ob-
jects.----We decline to dwell long on this melan-
cbol'y tranfaction ; a tranfaction which refletts no
little difgrace on the period when it happened.---
While we lament the misfortunes, we cannot but
condemn the backwardnefs of the unhappy admiral.
But we are at alofs to difcover any capital offence ;
and, whatever idea we may entertain of the cruel-
ty and injuftice of the miniftry, and the violent
animofity of the people, it {till remains matter 05‘-._
furprife and concern, that they were not content=
ed with a mode of punithment lefs ignominious
and fevere. &

© * The rath article of war runsthus, * Every perfon In the fieet, who,
4 thre' cowardice, negligence, er dififfcttion, fhall, in time of aftion,
** keep back, &c.—and, being convifted thereof, Orall fuffer degth.” |
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CHAP I

State of Europe at the beginning of the war—~King
of Pruffia invades Saxony—Battle of Lowofthutz
—Surrender of th: Saxon army~—0fwego taken by
the French.

WHEE e people of England were regret- zﬁ
ting the laft languid and unfortunate campaign, .
and execrating thofgq to whom they afcribed all y
their lofles and difappointments, the flames of dif- i
cord and diffention, which already had been light-
ed up in the new world, began to burft out among '3
the principal powers of Furope.*----To form a juft
notion of this difpute, it will be neceflary to look
back a little, and to trace concifely the fteps which o
gave rife to it. !
Tue rich and fertile province of Silefia had Auftria.
been wrefted from Auftria by the King of Pruflia, '
and folemnly confirmed to him by two different yyu4.
treaties. This very important conquefl, reluctantly :
given up, had excited an antipathy between the* ™
Emprefs-Queen and that monarch; and the former h‘
only waited for a favourable opportunity to attempt

the recovery of it.
Russia was allied to Auftria by ancient treaties, Ruffis. 4
by their united wars againft the Turks, and by
the reciprocal affection of their refpeétive fove- l
reigns. There fubfifted between the Czarina and
e -
* + So complicated,” fays Voltaive, ¢ are the political intérefts of,

* the prefeut times, that a fhot fired in America (hall be the Ggoal fer
“ fetting all Europe together by the cars,”

-
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the King of Pruffia feveral perfonal fubjects of
, complaint ; and all mcthods had been ufed to em-
l'!'pil-'_"that monarch’s affairs in the north. They
fuceeeded fo far as to render Ruffia his implacable
enemy, and ready to enter into any fchemes pro-
pofed for his ruin. )
Avcustus Il Ting of Polard, and ""..ic&or of
Saxony, independent of his clofe cor 1 ms with
Ruffia and Auftria, to the former of vitom he
owed his crown, was anxious to have an opportu-
nity of rencwing his demaads on the King of
Pruflia, for an indemnification of the depredations
committed by him in Saxony in 1741.---But the
dominions of this monggeh wpre yagno condition to
fupport a war with fo formidable a neighbour as
the King of Pruflia. Poland was without troops,
without fortifications, and without finunces ; ex-

pofed to incurfions, and confiderable only by her
extent and fertility. Saxony was in the like de-

fencelefs fituation ;3 her army mouldering away,
and her colfers empty.

» As the views of thofe powers were exatly fi-
mlar a treaty was entered into by.them, appa-
®  rently harmlefs and innocent ; ; but feveral private
articles were added, the tendency of which were
mimical to Lis Pruflian Majefty : and it was parti-
cularly ftipulated, in cafe he fhould attack either of
their territorics, that they (hould-mutually furnith
an army of 60,000 men to re-invelt the Emprefs-

Queen with the dutchy of Silefia..
THE monarch againft whom thefe three powers.
ere upited was at once the dread and admiration
}. of Europe.--The houle of Brandenburg, from the
) hd

-




~ OF GREAT BRITAIN.

moft humble fituation, had rifen imperceptibly, in
the courfe of a century, to a confiderable degree o
of affluence and power. The late King was extra-
vagantly fond of a numerous army; and had con-
verted a great part of his fubjets into foldicrs.
Though quarrelfome and turbulent in his temper,
by a fingular gond fortune, he had no opportunity
of diuﬁnifuing taae army whiy he had been fo
careful ia-pcileting. He « delighied in reviews and
bloodleis kirmifhes, and traincd one of 'the molt
numercus armies in Europe to the completeft and
moft exa& difcipline At his death, Le delivered
this powerful palladium to his fon Frederic IIL to-
gether with a fum in the treafury fufficient to up-
hold them. - Fré#m the moment the young mo-
narch afcended the throne, it became obvious, that
there was an end to that inativity which had
chara&erifed the former reign.* The extenfivencls
and variety of his talents were foon confpicuous in
his ations. The boldnels of his defigns could on-
ly be equalled by the impenetrable {ecrecy obfer-
ved in the execution of them. To the moft live-
ly imagination, and a fortitude fearcely to be pa-
rallelled, were added the ftrongelt propenfity for

e
* This prince, in his younger years, fays u celebrated author, wifely
preferred the advantage of treafuring up knowledge, to the ufiml plea=
fures of his age, and the luxorious idlenefs of conrts. A intercourie
with the greatelt men of his time, joned to the pirit of ehfervation,
_ infenfibly ripened his genius, which was paturally aétive and eager for
N _employment.  Neither fattery nor oppolition could ever divert him
from the deep refleétions hie was engaged in, He formed the plan. of
his future conduct and reign in the early part of his life, It was fore-
told, on his accefion to the crown, that his minifters would be na |
more than his fecretaries; the managers of his finances no more thﬂ
his clerks ; and his generals no more than his aids-de-camp. &

c 2
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§ ‘n'ﬁu an a&ive life, and a conftitution capable of fup-
o rting the fatigues of it. He invented a new me-
- thod of dlfmplmmg armies, and of heading battles.
Bythe rapidity of his evolutions, and the cele-
rity of His marches, he may be faid to have to-
tally changed the principles of war. In fine, he
+ poflefled the intrepidity of a warrior, the profound
_ fagacity of a ftaxefman, and the intuitiv. penctration
of a philofopher.—He faw the ftorn: which was
gathering around him, and prepared to meet it.
. He had ftudied the ftates’ thus leagued sgainft
B - him, the men of the cabinef they had to oppofe
1 him, and the genius'and abilities of their refpective
generals.---All his forces were ordered to be com-
pleted, and held in readinefs to march at thclhort-
eft notice.
~We have already taken notice of thc treaty
which his Britannic Majefty had begun with Ruf-
fia. The King of Pruflia had been for fome time
fecretly difcontented with the court of Verfailles ;
but they continued to all appearance to be fo clofe-
ly conneéted, that his Britannic Majefty was not a
little apprehenfive that France had. brought him in-
" to her views. To obviate this, \,had been the grear
e end of the treaty we have mcntmncd It was fti-
Imwtb gulatcd, that her Ruffian Malcﬂy fhould furnifh a
w ody of troops to the amount of ¥ 5,6&:—;, and 40
g or 5o gallies, with the neceflary crews, to be em-
' . ployed in the fervice of Britain, wherever requi=
- red—No fooner was this treaty made public, than_
” his Pruffian Majelty, perceiving at once the mio=-
. tives which had induced Ruffia to accc;ip to it,
“declared, in the ftrongeft manner, that he
- o
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eppofe to the utmoft the mtrodu&ton of all forcign
troops whatfocvcr into the empire.$—This declara. |
tion, while it ftopped the treaty with Ruffia, plain-
ly evinced, that the views of their Britannic and
Pruffian Majefties were precifely the fame. The
former was apprehenfive of the French, the latter
of the Ruffians ; and this coincidence of fenti-
mems, with fome eclaircifflements as to the views
of the court of Vienna, brought on the treaty of ™
London, by which his P-uflian Majefty obtained a *r'
fubfidy from Great Britain of 7 50,000l. fterling, *
for fervices which were exceedingly obvious ; and
the two poténtates agreed, not to make a peace
without the confent of each other.—The publica-
tion of this treaty produced that of Vienna, be-
tween the Emprefs-Queen and his moft Chriftian ey
Majefty. Prefent intereft predominated over an- freen Aus
cient animofity; and one hour’s deliberation anni- Franee,
hilated the arguments of more than two centuries.
The acceflion of Ruffia and Sweden, to this alliance, |
was natural and obvious. o |
THosE treaties, however, were certainly fufi- %
cient to preferve the peace of Europe; and probably -
they would have had that effe, if France and Au- '
ftria had taken, with that difpatch which charac-
terifes refolution, proper mealures to feem capable
of fuftaining the fhock, or of preventing it. The

»
+ Among other articles, it was fipulated, ** That the court of Pee {]
terfburgh fhould be contented with an annual fublidy of 5c0,000l. fler- w
ling, though infufficient for the fupport of the army which fhe pro-
" ‘mifed ; becaufe, they Ruffian army entering on action, would imme-
. diately find itfelf in an enemy's country, where its fubfiftence would

“roft it nothing."—This was, in pretty plain terms, threatening the th ‘ r
~of Proffia with an uluﬁon.

- i
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fcale, was counter-balanced by the Britith opu-

lmc, and by the atual ftate of the Pruffian
Mﬂ The King of Pruflia could alone enter in-

.to -aétion, and ftrike the greateft blows whenever
he pleafed. The allied courts, on thc qdm' hﬁﬂﬂ,.
were obliged te conceit and gowndine theic opcz’a«-

¥ tions. The Emprefs-Queen bad not colleéted to--
gether 30,000 regular troops; the Rufiians had all
Poland to travcrfc and irance, tho* always ready
to receive her enemy on-her*frontier, was by np
means prepared fo-go in quelt of him at a hundred
leagues diftance, through mountainous and barren
countries.—The court of Vienna, however, made
great progrefs in augmenting her forces. She
brooded over an old hatred, and former refent-
ments ; but would not begin the war, tho' giving
proofs -that fhe fhould not be attacked with im-
punity. But fhe could no longer impofe on a
prince who knew her as well as he knew his own
court. The neutrality of the few remaining
powers in Europe, proceeded from intereft, inabi-
lity or fear.

Tre United Provinces, confirmed in their taﬂc*r
for peace by the fear of the expences of war, were
unwilling to let flip the advantages of the neutra-
lity, which would throw the greateit part of the

- commerce into the hands of their fubjeéts.
B s, Spain had cqually neglected her finances and
| " her forces. Her fettlements abroad, and her domi--
{\lions at home, were in the fame defencelefs fitu
ion ; and the court was without ambition,

i
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without views. The monarch, without any great-
nefs of mind, and without children, gave himfelf ,
up to amufements quite foreign to his rank, and
paid no attention whatever to public affairs.
DeEnmMARE, attentive to commerce and arts, D
had little to dread froi1 the confequences of the
war. Trom cxjerience, fhe had reafon to avoid
all interference with he princes of the empire ; -
and was willing, in cafe of misfortunes, to be a y ‘
mediatrix and @ peace-maser.
Ir we except Sardintia, Italy had little concern in Ttaly.
the affairs of Europe. That monareh was ready, in
cafe of an emergency, to affilt Britain and Prufiia.
THe threatenings of his enemies only contri-
buted to make the Pruffian monarch more ready
to take the field: He" thought it better to begin
with them, than that they fhould begin with him.
Accordingly he marched with a numerous army :
into Saxony, propoijlng to penctrate through- that Ry ot
country into Bohemia™ His declarations of friend- vades
thip to the King of Poland, were {pecious; but that N
monarch chofe rather to rely on the valour and
attachment of his troops, whom he aflembled in a
ftrong camp between Pirna and Konigftein, which |
was intrenched, provided with a numerous train
¢« of artillery, and deemed impregnable. Frederic,
offended at this proceeding, demanded, as a proof
‘of his neutrality, that the King of Poland fhould ‘.
difembody his troops immediately. On the refufal A
of this demand, he inftantly furrounded the Saxon
anmy, intercepted their convoys of provifion, and v
cut them off from all communication with the ad-
jacent country. In the mean time, a great part of
N

|
o
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. st army advanced into Bohemia, under the com-
+ 4 -'*m}nd of the Ficld-Marfhal Keith*, and encamped
~ within a fmall diftance of the imperial army, amount-
: g to 50,000 men, commanded by Marfhal Brown,
"ﬂ officer of Irifh extradtion.
Freperic, with his wonted celerity, repaired
to Bohemia, affumed in psuon the command of
* M. Keith’s corps, and advanced to give battle to
the enemy. The Aultrian general had taken pof-
fefiion of Lowolchutz w.th a grcat\body of infan-
try, and placed a battery of «cannon m the front of
the town ; he had formed his cavalry cheeqmerwiie,
: and pofted about 200e Croats and Pandours in the
[‘-f‘“" of vineyards on his right. The Pruffian monarch oc-
P bz cupied, with fix battalions, a hollow way, and fome
’ rifing grounds which commanded the town. Early
; in the morning, on the firft day of Oc&tober, .he
| Pruffian cavalry advanced to attack the cnemy’s
k. horfe ; they were twice driven back with a very

1Y

h. * Defcended from one of the moft ancient and noble families in
Scotland. He was engaged with his brother, the Earl Marifchal, in

" the rebellion 1715 ; and being obliged to relinquith his country on this

3 occafion, he went to France, where he ftudied mathematics under the

celebrated M. Maupertuis, and made himfelf perfeé mafter of the mi-
litary part of geometry. He was a volunteer in the French army at
ﬁ ' the florming of \Figc'u. in the year 1719, \'n'hcrc he received u dangerous
wound. From Paris he went to Madrid, where he obtained a com= |
| . - ~mifion in the Irifh brigade. Accompanying the Duke of Liria, in his 4
4 embally to Mufcovy, he entered into the fervice of the Cirarina, and
. b awas appointed a licutenant-general.  In this quality, he performed ma-
X ‘r' < ny fignal fervices in the wars with Turkey and Sweden; and was ho-
_moured in time of peace with feveral embaffies. Difgufted at Ruffia,
whofe honours are no better than a fplendid fervitude, he ¢ntered into
the fervicepf the King of Pruffia, whe received him in the moft gracious
& - manner, made him governor of Berlin, and a ficld-marfhal in higar-
my. His difpofition was amiable, and his genins in the art of wir will
be mere fully difplayed in the fequel. "
. ' -
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confiderable lofs. The Prufhian infantry then ..-
vanced to attack the town of Lowofchutz in flank;

but met with fo warm a reception, that in all pro-
bability they would have been repulfed, had not

Field-Marfhal Keith headed them in perfon. Draws

ing his fword, he told them he would lead them
on to vitory; but br ing uwcn_ to underftand, ‘that

their powde: was exh aufted,—with an
admirable prefer , ¢ That
* he waglh had no more ammunition, as

“ he was ed that the ~enemy could not
« withftand 1&&1 at puth of bayonet.” So faying,

. Low ! thc fuburbs on fire.
mmpmuyequalmbomﬁdm,mdm
C | the victory ; but the confequences
plamly_ adjudged it to_the King of Pruffia, as the
Auftrian general was cut off from all hopes of re-
lieving the Saxon army, which was mdce;d. the
principal object of the battle. Tt is but juftice,

however, to M. Brown, to acknowledge, that his

difpofitions for that purpofe were mafterly, and
would probably have fucceeded, had he had to
contend with any othcr general than his Pruffian.
Majefty.

By the battle of Lov.rofchutz, his Pruffian Ma-
jefty became abfolute ‘mafter of Saxony. Being
informed that the original papers relating to the

confederacy which had been formed againft him, i

%erc depofited in the archives of Drefden, he des
nanded the keys from the Queen of Poland, who
ftill remained in that place, and ated with a dig-

nity becoming her high birth,  Upon her. refufal, »

» b

( } head, drove the uﬁnanshﬂﬂm;

- j
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s ordered the doors to be forced, which was ac-
fdingly done ; tho' not without fome imputation
hise] politenefs, as the Queen of Poland op-
in perfon the officer who executed the order.
aving thus got pofledlion of thefe originals, he
de no delay in pubhﬁlmg them, as they tended
to juftify his proceedings in. Saxon)r, and his in-
valion of Bohemia.

Freperic having rc-aﬂ'umed the blockade at
Pirna, his Polifi Majefty and his troops were re-
duced to great extremity of want ; and it became
indifpenfibly neceflary, cither fo attempt an efcape,
i or furrender to the King of Pruffia, The former
L was attempted, and proved unfuccefsful, though
K aflited by the Aullrians, who made a diverfion in

: their favour.—In this deplorable condition, the
King of Poland fent a letter*, from the fortrefs
of Konigftein, to the 8axon general, velting him
with full power to furrender, or to take fuch other

y meafures as he thought proper. A capitulation was

Fa * The letter was as follows : ¢ It is not without extreme forrow 1
enderftand the deplorable fituation which a chain of misfortunes has
rveferved for you, the reft of my generals, and my whole army : but
we mult acquiefze in the difpenfitions of Providence, and confole our-

* felves with the re@litude of our fentiments and intentions. They would

. force me, it feems, as yon give me to underftandy to fubmit to condi-

» tions the more fevere, in proportion as the circamflances are become
more neceflitous. T cannot hear them mientioned. 1sm a free mo-

y march ; fuch I will live ; fuch I will die; and I will both live and die
with honour. The fate of my army 1 leave wholly to your difcretion,

Let your council of war determine, whether you muit furrender pri-

’ foners of war, fall by the fword, or die by famine. May your refolu-

tions, if poflible, be conducted with humapity : whatever they may b‘ﬁ

I have no longer any fhare in them ; and I declare you fhall not be an=

fwerable for aught but ene thing, namely, not to carry arms againft

me or my.allies. 1 pray God may have you, Mr Marfbal, in his holy

keeping.  Given at Kooigftein, the 14th of Oftober 1756,

=I Aucuitus Rex)”
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demanded ; and the whole army was obliged to
furrender at difcretion. The foldiers were after-
wards compelled to enter into the fervice of Prul-
fia.—The King of Poland afked no more, than
that his own guards fhould not be made priloners.
Frederic replied, “ That he could not liften to his
“ requeft; that thofe guards would infallibly ferve
¢ againft him, and that he did not chufe to have
L thc trouble of taking them a fecond time,”—
His Polifh Majefty retircd to his regal domtmons 3

and the Pruffian troops were cantoned in the neigh-
bourhood of Seidlitz, and along the Elbe towards » ;
Drefden. The army in Bohemia retired to the
confines of the county of Glatz.—The winter was 1'1
fpent in warlike preparations by Auftria and Prul- |
fia, and in publithing reciprocal accufations ; and

it muft be confefled, that the fame f upr_nonty which
attended his Praffian Majcﬁy s forces in the field,

was equally conipicuous in this paper war.

Tue fame fatality ftill continued to dire&t the
meafures, and the fame misfortune to attend the . &
expeditions of Great Britain. The refentment and
difcontent occafioned by the lofs of Minorca were
ftill predominant, nor had the dread of an inva-
fion altogethergubfided. To provide againft the
latter, a body of 12,090 Heflians and Hanoverians Mano-
arrived, and encamped in different parts of the King- ﬁ:&::;;
dom. This ftep ferved only to heighten the difguft, E:,'gd
and continue the refentment of the public, They
?ccrated the miniftry for fuch a pufillanimous and

dgraceful meafure; a meafure whichsplainly evin-
ced, that Britain was incapable of defending hesfelf,
and could only be fecure by the aid ‘of fomg

n 2 -
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They even carried their animofity
, as to infult and diftrefs the innocent and

" Tax affairs of America were diftinguifhed by
the fame gloomy afpect with thofe of Great Bri-
tain. Major-General Abercrombie arrived at New-
York on the 25th of June, and took upon him
" the command of the troops there aflembled, till
fuch time as the Earl of Loudon (2 Scats noble-
man of an amiable chara&er, and who already had
dlﬁmgulﬂlcd himfelf in the fervice of his c0untry).
_ fhould arrive as commander in chief.
by Tue firft action of any confequence was in fa-
- vour of the Englith. A body of the enemy had
formed an ambufcade to intercept any reinforce-
ment or provifions that might be fent to relieve
! - the garrifon of Ofwego, which had hitherto been
fhamefully neglected. A confiderable convoy of
provifions and ftores were however fafely conduét-
ed thither by Colonel Bradftreet. Returning with
his detachment down the river Onondaga, he was
- faluted with a general difcharge of mufketry, from
a party of Indians fecreted amongft the bufhes,
! which killed a confiderable number of his men.
3_-* The colonel expeéted, and was prepared for fuch
“‘an attack. He :mmcdmtely landed his men, and,
French re- taking pofieflion of a fmali ifland, drove the Indians
i L from their lurking places. . Proceeding up the ri-
. ver, lie attacked and defeated two different pames
p of the en with great flaughter, and rctumcd
back to, ﬁny swithout any forther moleftation,
chtaln intelligence being received by the prifon-

- V
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ers taken in this engagement, that the French =
were preparing to befiege Ofwego, a regiment of
regulars, under the command of Major-General
Webb, was detached to its relicf, but proved too
late to afford any afiiftance.

Tue fort of Ofwego was fituated on the fouth
fide of the great like Ontario, at the mouth of
the river Onondaga. On the oppofite fide was an-
other fort, called Ontario. Both thefe had been
“erected in an injudicious and halty manner, and
~werc incapable of ftanding out, for any time, a-

.gamﬁ a regular approach. The garrifon confifted y
of about 1450 men, moft of them new-raifed and |
mexperienced ; they were commanded by Lieute-

nant-Colonel Mercer, an officer of great courage
and tried abilities. The attack of the place was
formed by M. Montcalm, remarkable for his vigi-
lance and enterprifing fpirit, with upwards of 2000
men under his command. The fort of Ontario, 0*""5"“;‘:
‘being deferted in a fhort time, was taken poffeflion Frenc

of by the enemy ; from whence they kept up an
unremitting fire on the Englith,  Colonel Mercer |
being killed, and the garrifon in the greatelt con- q
fufion, they were forced to capitulate, and furren-

der prifoners of war.—Both forts were inftantly de-
molithed.—Several inhumanities were committed >
by the Indians on the Englith prifoners, which the
Trench commander did not ufe every endeavour
to prevent.* The employing of thefe favages has

’l

. * In violation of the articles of capitulation, and of humanity, he .
nat ouly fuffered the Britith officers and foldiers to bujnfnltcd, robbed,

“‘and fome of thlin maflacred by bis Indians, but gave up twenty of the

. garrifon, astan atonement to thofe barbarians, for the fame pumber of
their countrymen who had besn killed in the ficge, and they m” *

L M0n anih wirh the mall swrensintThe Sarmants
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G _ever been productive of the moft cruel and fhock-

barbarities ;—and their tranfaftions, in the
mrl'c of the American war, under the direction
~ of the French, have ftamped indelible difgrace on

~ a people who affume the charadter of being the

molt polite and civilized nation in the univerfe.
Tue Earl of Loudon, who had been unac-
countably detained in Britain, did not arrive at
Albany till the 29th of May. No fettled ptan of
operations having been fixed on, the feafon was
fuffered to {lip away ; and the taking of Ofwego
by the enemy, had difheartened the colonies, and
prevented the adoption of any fpiritcd enterprife.

. His lordfhip, however, did all in his power to

remedy the negligence of his predeceflors in com-
mand. Every preparation was made for an carly
campaign in the fpring. He fecured the frontiers,
reinforced the garrifons, and endeavoured to re-
move that {pirit of difaffection and inaétivity which
had been diffeminated amongft the different pro-
vinces.

Tuus ended the unfortunate campaigns of 1755
and 1756. The operations of ‘both parties were
ipiritlefs, blundering, and timid. Britain had par-
ticularly degenerated from her former pre-emi-
nence. Her troops’ were defeated, her navies
fcattered, and on all fides her affairs carried the
moft difagreeable and ruinous afped. A want of
wildom in the meafures, and of condué in the com-
manders, were every where confpicuous. z}f the
French gained any advantage, it was more” owing
to the unaccountable fatality which dire€ted the Bri-
fifh meafures, than to their own merit or activity.

-
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Hiftory finds little worthy of recording in the an- "
nals of thofe inaufpicious times ; and haftens with
pleafure to the brighter tran.fa.&lons of fucceeding
years j—ryears, in which the integrity and difin-
tereftednefs of Britifh ftatefmen, and the intrepi=
dity and conduét of Britith commanders, were fo
eminently illuftrious, as not to be equalled in the
annals of chis, or of any cther nation. Their fer-
vices will ever be remembered with gratitude .and
admiration ; and their memories tranfmitted, with
efteems and applaufe, « to the laft fyllablc of re- |
corded time.”” * _ _ l
!

|

* We have comprifed the military operations of thofe two years in
fo fmall a compafs, that it feems almoft necelfary to apologize for it.—
It is only by retrenching the detail of unimportant occurrences, that
we have been enabled to exhibit a circumftantial account of altions of
greater celebrity. This has neceffarily produced an inequality in the
relation, which is expanded or contracted according to the importance
of the fubject.—The commencement of the war in particular, has "
been defcribed with rapidity, as affording few actions geferving comme-
meration ; and little notice has been taken of the negotiations between
the different courts, their fpecious juflifications of their condut, or
the declamatory and infincere memorials publithed on that occafion

by both parties.—It was judged neceflary to explain the plan of this --.l
hiftory fo far, left the omiffion, or the flight mentioning of any frivo- L |
lous or unimportant particular, fhould be afcribed to inattention, ex '*

imputed as a defeét.

CHAP
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CHAP IL

5 Eq/?-fndia affairs— Angria the pirate defeated—

Calcutta taken—Cruel treatment of the Englifb by
the Nabob of Bergal.

HoOSTILITIES had been cassicd on in the
Faft-Indies, for fome years before the courts of
Britain and France had come to @n open rup-
ture. ~ By efpoufing the quarrels of the princes or
nabobs* of that country, a pretence was found to
carry on a brifk war between the two nations.—
Soon after the death of Aurengzebe, who was the
laft monarch of diftinguithed abilities, an univerfal
degeneracy took place in the empire of Indoftan ;
and thofe provinces which were the moft diftant
from the feat of government, affected an indepen-
dency on the Emperor; and were little more than
nominally fubjeét to the imperial authority, which
they acknowledged only becaufe it gave a fanétion
to their own power.—The Nabob of Arcot, ha-
ving been depofed by the Emperor, and, another
appointed in his room, had recourfe to the IFrench,
who, on certain conditions, engaged to re-inftate
him in his government. With their affiftance, he

vattacked, defeated, and flew his competitor ; re-
afflumed the government of Arcot, and punétually
performed the conditions which had been Ihpn-
lated by his French allies, =

* The nabobs are a fpecics of viceroys or governors of prov incu lln‘
der the Impnor, er, as he m:nllcd, the Great Mﬁgul. - *
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- Mormammep-ALi-KHAN, the fon of the de
ceafed nabob, folicited the aid of the Englith, who
. affited him with men, money, and ammunition,
Under the colour of being auxiliaries to thofe
princes, the Englifh and French Eaft-India com-
panies endeavoured to ruin each other. Vi
however, for the molt part, was o the fide of the
Englit , Mobhamn.ed-Al-Knan was placed on the
thron= of nis father; and the French, reduced by
repeated defeats, were obliged to act only on the
defenfive. A mutual agreement was at laft en= 1755
tered into by both compamcs ; by which it was 1
ftipulated, that they fhould reciprocally reftore the
territories taken by the troops of cither fince the -
~ year 1748; and that, for the future, neither fhould A
interfere in the differences between the princes of ‘

the country.—In this war the extraordinary military
talents of Mr. Clive, (who had formerly ferved in - *
a civil ftation) were for the firft time difplayed.

TrEe tranquillity produced by this treaty, was
but of fhort duration. The reftlefs ambition of
the French: could not brook the fuperiority which i
the Englifh maintained"in India. Underhand po- \é
licy took place of open hoftility. They endea.
voured to foment animofitics among the nabobs

-

i
who favoured or were under the protection of the Kl }_!
Englith ; and again affiffed their enemies with -~
troops to oppofe them. "

In confequence of an application from the Ens |
glith Eaft-India company, government had dif-
patched a fmall fleet of capital {hips, under the
command of Rear-Admirals Watfon and Poeock, Wi

”,1&-. fupport their jult pretenfions, and to prote¢t =
. E -
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. their commerce.  On the arrival of this fquadron
rt St David’s®, it was judged advifable that
thould proceed to the attack of Angria, 2
~ piratical prince in the neighbourhood of Bombay,
~ who was formidable to all the European powers,
: and had particularly diftrefled the Englifh, from
his vicinity* to their fettlements.  This piratical
» fiate had exifted for upwards of a century. Yhe
mtﬁc name of the founder of it, was Konna Ji Angria.
" He took pofleflion of the fmall'ifland of Severn-
droog, and forfome time confined his attacks to the
Indian veflels trading on that coaft. Grown bolder
by fuccefs, he undertook the greateft enterprifes,
and attacked, without diftinction, the v- fels of all
nations. Under his fucceflors, this little neft of
robbers flourithed and encreafed ; and it became -
the mutual intereft of the European powers, how-
ever divided in.other refpeéts, to endeavour to ex-
tirpate this lawlels and univerfal invader. The Por-
tuguefe joined the Englith in 1722, and attempted
to deftroy the place of their refort; but their ex-
pedition proved difgraceful and abortive. That un-
dertaken by the Dutch, two years after, with feven
men of war, met with no better fuccefs. At length,
 the Marattas, a fierce and rapacious people, upon
: Angria’s refufing to pay a tribute which had long
beea cuftomary, agreed to attack the common

-~ . )

==
* 1t was desmed unnceellary to give any defeription of our American
sttlements, as they are now familiar to almof(t every reader; but onr
Affaric Yerritories, not being fo gencrally 'known, n brief uccount of
the principal’ones, as they occur, will not be improper.
Fort Bt. David's, on the Coromandel coaft, is ftuated nearly oh
« ‘the verge of the Tndian ocdan.——The fort is regular, RXLW
“with cennan, zmmunitivn, and a numerous garrifon. " 3
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enemy by land, whillt the Englifh attacked them
by fea.—Admiral Watfon, accompanied by Colo-
nel Clive, who commanded the land-forces, failed
from Bombay * on the 7th of February, and, on
the 12th, anchored off the harbour and fort of =
Geriah, the principal refidence of Angria.  That !
chief had quitted the place; but his wife and fa. £
mily remained under the protedion of his brother. i
in-law, who, on being fummoned to furrender by o
a meflage from the admiral, replied, that he would

defend the place to the laft extremity. Upon this, Hisfortof

3 .. Geriah be:
about five in the akternoon, the whole Englifh fieged and

fleet failed into the harbour, and {oon filenced the b: the BY
enemy’s | atteries. Angria’s fleet was fet on fire gfifh.
by a bomb-fhell ; and foon after the fort fhared

the fame fate. 'T'he befieged [hill obftinately held -
out, and defended the place even after the maga-

zine of the fort blew up. At five in the morning

the place furrendered, and was taken pofleflion of

by the Englith, who found a great number of
cannon, and a large quantity of ammunition, with
money and effects to the value of 130,000l,— :
Among the prifoners were Angria’s wife, children, -
and mother, whom the Admiral treated with the L

greateft humanityS.

=

* A {mall ifland, not mote than twenty miles in circumference,
with a very convenient harbour. The town is very populous ;' but, the
foil is barren, and the dimatennhealthy. it is the mart of all the
trade with Malabar, Surat, and W Perfian and Arabian gulphs.

§ When the gdimival entered their spartment, the whole Tamily,
fhedding Aoods of tears, foll with their faces to the ground ; from which
being raifed, the mother of Angria told him, in a pitcons tone, that _
the people had no king, fhe no fon, her danghter no hufband, their

—— children no father. The admiral replying, that they muft look upon -
bim as their father and their friond ; the youngeft boy, about fix years

E 2
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In the mean time, an event took place in an-
er part of India, which caft a gloom on the En-
lith affairs ; no lefs than the almoft total extirpa-
on of their company from Bengal{.—A cuftom
had for fome time prevailed in thefe countries,
which was attended with yery pernicious confe-
quences. The governors of all the Evropean pro-
- wvinces had taken upon chem, to grant an afylum
to fuch of the natives of the country as were &=
fraid of oppreflion or punifiment. As they re-
E ceived very confiderable funs in return for this
I protection, the danger to which they were ex-
poled was overlooked. One of the chief officers
of Bengal had taken refuge among the Englifh at
Calcutta, in order to avoid punifhment. _, Surajah
Dowlah, the Suba or Nabob of Bengal, was
greatly incenfed at this proceeding ; and, being
likewile irritated at the refufal of certain duties
which he laid claim to, and other praétices of the

B company, he levied a numerous army, marched
§

g of age, feized him by the hand, and, fobbing, exclaimed, ** Then you
) fhall be my fither!” Mr Watfon was fo affected with this pathetic
le' addrefs, that the tears trickled down his checks, while he aflured
bﬁb} thiem, they might depend on his protection and friendfhip. :
4 Bengal is the moft caftern province of the Mogul's dominions in
India, lies upon the mouth of the Ganges, extendiog near 400 miles in
f length from E.to W. and 300 in breadth from N. to 8. and annually
overfiowed by the river Ganges, which makes it one af the richeft and
moft froitful provinces in that quarter of the globe.—The principal
fettlement of the Englifh is Calcutta, the firlt town that is met with in
pafling up the Ganges. ' The air is unhealthy, the water trackifh, and
the anchorage not very fafe 3 yet, notwithftanding thefe inconvenien-
cies, great bers of rich Ar ian, Moorifh, and Indian merchants,
have fixed their refidence here. The fortrefs has this advantage, that
! the vefiels hound to European fettlements are obliged to pafs under jts
L , eantion.—Molt of the other European Eaft-India Companies bave fets
i tlements in this country. . s

|
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to Calcutta, and invefted the place, which
then in no pofture of defence. The governor,
under the pretence of being a quaker, took refuge
on board a fhip in the river, carrying along with
him the ladies, and counfellors, together with their
moft valuable effeét :, and the books of thecompany.
Mr. Holwell, the {eccnd in command, declared he Calentta ﬂu
would ftay and defend the place to the laft extre- m'.'.’w
nity, though the party that fled on board had "
carried oo foldiers trom the garrifon with them.
With the affiftance of a few gallant officers, he
defended the fort for three days with uncommon
courage and refolution. At laft, overpowered by
numbers, deferted by his foldiers, and the enemy
having forced their way into the caftle, he was
obliged to fubmit ; the Suba promifing, on the
word of a foldier, that no injury fthould be done
to him, or to his garrifon.

Tar fcene which followed is perhaps unex-
ampled in hiftory. The garrifon, to the amount
of 146, were thrown into a fmall clofe dungeon,
out of which twenty-three only came out alive.*

T

* This melancholy tranfaction is deferibed by a refpetable author in
the following fireng and pathetic manner.

¢ At five the nabobentered the fort, accomipanied by his general Meer
Jaffier, and molt of the principal officets of his army. He immediately
ordered Omiclmnd and Kiffendafs to be brooght before him, and re-
ceived them with civility ; and having bid fome officers go and take
poffeffion of the compuny's tresfury, he proceeded to the principal
apartment of ‘the faftory, where hie 5t in flate, and reccived the com-
pliments of his court and attendants, in magnificent expreffions of his
prowefs apd good fortune.. Soon after he fent for Mr. Holwell, to
whom he exprefled much refentment at the prefumption of the En-
glifh in during to defend the fort, and much diffatisfadtion at the fmll-
nefs of the fum found in the treafury, which did not exceed fifty thou- '

fand rupees. Mr. Holwell hul two ather conferences with him on this

-
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by A d 2 . s
¢ cries and lamentations excited the compal:

-and the offering of large fums of money

"' e s e

m before feven o'ciock, when the nabob. difiniffed him with re-

: m‘d aflurances, on the word of a foldier, that he (hould fuffer no

¢ Mr. Holwell, returning to his unfostunate companions, found
them aflembled, and furrounded with a ftrong guard. Several buildings
on the north and fouth fides of the fort were already in flames. which
.;pprundmd with fo tliick a i .2k on either hand, that the prifoners
imagined their enemies had caufed this conflagration, in order to fuﬁp—
cate them between the two fires. On each fide of the caitern gate of
the fort, extended a range of chamber . adjoining to the curtain ; and
.~ before the chambers a varanda, or open gallery : it was of au'ha:l mas=
I fonry, and intended to {helter the foldiérs from the fun and rain. but,
being low, almoft totally obftructed the chambers behind from: the
light and air; and whilt fome of the gnard were looking into other
parts of the faflory for proper places to confine the prifoners during the
night, the relt ordered them to aflemble in ranks under the varanda on
the right hand of the gateway, where they remained for fome time,
with fo little fufpicion of their impending fate, that they langhed a-
! mong themfelves ut the feeming oddity of this difpofition, and amufed
themfelves with conjecturing what they Mould next be ordered to do,
About eight o’clock, thofe who had been fent to examine the rooms
" veported, that they found none fit for the purpefe. On which the
principal officer commanded the prifoners to go into one of the rooms
which ftood behind them along the varanda, It was the common duns
of the garrifon, who ufed to call it the black bole. Many of the
prifoners, knowing the place, began to expeftulate : upon which the
officer ordered his men to cut down thofe who hefitated ; on which the
prifoners obeyed.  But before all were within, the room was fo throng-
ed, that the laft entered with difficulty. The guard immediately clofed
and locked the door ; eonfining one hundred and forty-fix perfons in a
room not twenty feet fquare, with only two fmall windows, and thefe

obftrudted by the varanda.

« It was the hottelt feafon of the year, and the night uncommonly,
fultry even at this feafon. The exceflive preffure of their bodies. againfl
one another, and the intolerable heat which prevailed as foon as the
door was [hut, convinced the prifoners that it was impoffible to live
through the night in this horrible confinement ; and viglent attemprs
were immediately made to force the door; I:q; without effeét, for it

’ L M inward : on which many began to give a | rage. Mr.
Holwell, who had placed himfelf at one of the windows, exhorted
mewmpoﬁdbothinbodyandmmd, as ﬂmnw means
of I‘umgiq' the night, and his remonf{trances produced a fhort
“of quict; during which he applicd to an old” jemautdar, who
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tempted the avarice of the keepers of their prifon;

but the nabob was afleep ; and there was not
e — R S ——————
fome marks of humanity in his countenance, promifling to give him a
thoufand rupees in the morning, if he would feparate the prifoness in-
to two chambers. Thé old man went to try, but returning in a few
minutes, faid it was impoffible.——Mr. Holwelt offered him a larger
fum ; on which he retired once more, and returned with the futal fen~
tence, that no relief conld be expeéter becaufe the Nabob was aflecp,
and no vne dared to wake him. \ g
!¢ In the mean time every minute had increafed their fufferings, The
firit effe@ of their confinement was a profufe and continued fiveat,
which foon produced intoleral - thirft, fucceeded by excruciating pains
in the brealt, with difficulty of breathing little fhort of fufiocation.
Various means were tried to 9btain more room and air. Every one
ftripped off his cloaths ; every hat was put in motion ; and thefe me-
thods afferding no relief, it was propofed that they (hould all fit down
on their hums at the fame time, and after remaining a little while in
this pofture, rife all together. This fatal expedicnt was thrice repeated
before they had beew confined an hour ; and every time, feverals, un-
able to rear themfelves up aguin, fell, and were trampled to death by
their companions. Attempts were agmin made to foree the door,
which, failing as before, redoubled their rage: but the thirlt increa-
fing, mothing but water ! water! became foon after the general ery.
The good jemautdar immediately ordered jome (kins of water to be
brooght to the windows ; but, inflead of relief, his benevolence became
a more dreadful caufe of deftruétion ; for the fight of the water thicw
every onc into fuch exceflive agitation and ravings, that, unable 1o re-
fift this violent impulic of nature, none could wait to bé regularly
ferved, but each, with the utmoft ferocity, battled againft thofe who
were likely to get it before him; and in thefe confliéts many were
sither prefled to death with the efforts of others, or fuffocated by their
own. This feene, inftead of producing compaffion in the guard with-
ont, only excited their mirth : and they held up lights to the bass, in
order to have the diabolical fatisfadtion of fecing the deplorable conten-
tions of the fufferers within; who, finding it impeffible to get any wa-
ter whilf it was thus furionfly difputed, at length fuffered thofe who
were nearelt to the windows to mnu%:riu their hats to thofe behind
them. It proved po relicf cither to thirft or their fufferings ; for
the fever inereafedl every moment with tlie increafing depravity of the
air in the dungeon, which bad been (o often refpired, and was fatu-
rated with the hot and deleterious efflavia of putrifying bodics, of
which the flench was little lefs than mortal. Before midoight, all whe
were and had not partaken of the air at the windaws, were ¢+
a lethargic ftupefaction, or raving with deliciun. Hngl
nﬂnuﬂlvtnd |lm& was uttered, in hopes of provoking the guard
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~ toput an end to their miferics, by firing into the dungeon ; and whilft
* - fome were blafpheming their Creator with the frantic execrations of
- * torment in -defpair, Heaven was implored by others with wild and in-
. coberent prayers ; nntil the weaker, exhaufted by thefe agitations, at
length lay down quictly, und expired on the bodies of their dead or
agenizing friends. Thofe whe ftill furvived in the inward part of the
+ dungeon, finding that the watcr had afforded them no relief, made a
laft effort 10 obtain ait, by endeavouring to fcramble over the heads of
QR ~ thofe who had ftood between them and the windows, where the utmolt
.;' ~ ftrength of every one was employed fu Lwo hours, cither in maintain-
. ' iogthis own grofind, or endeayouring to get that of which others were
in polleffion. All regards of com and affection were loft, and
§* xo one would recedeor give wuy for the relief of another. Faintnefs
fometimes gave Mhort paufes of quiet ; but the firfl motion of any one
renewed the alirough all, under which ever and anon fome ong

[ | funk, tg rifefio more. ."At two o'clock, not more than Afty remained |
alive. .But even this pumber were too many to partake of the fasing
air, the conteft for which, and life, continued until the morn, long im-
i plored, began to break ; and, with the hope of relief, gave the few
fiirvivors a view of the dead. The furvivors then at'the window, find-
©ing that their entreaties could not prevail on the guard to open the
4 door, it occurred to Mr, Cook, the fecretary of the council, that My,
ﬂwdl, if alive, might have more influence to obtain their relief ; and
of the company undertaking the fearch, difcovered him, having

JMill fome figns of life ; but when they brought him towards the win-

.

“dow, every one refufed to quit his place, excepting Captain Mills, who, E:

with rare generofity, offered to refign his; on which the reft likewife & |

A agreed to make room. He had fearcely begin to recover his fenfes,
Lefore an officer, fentby theNabob, came and enqguired if the Englith
! " chief filevived ; and foon after the fame man returned with an order te
o v open the prifon,. The dead were fo thronged, and the furvivors had 6
% « little flrength remaining, that they were emploged near half an hour
5 in removing the bodies which lay againft the door, before, they conl@i.
elear @ paflage to g0 out one at u time; when of one hundred and
ity-fix who went i} no more but twenty-three came aﬁs, alive, the
ielt forms that ever were feen. The Nabob's troops them,
. and the havock of death from which Lwa__ad ‘efcaped, indiffe-
rence; but did not prevent them from ving to a diftance, and
"y wem immediately obliged, by the intolerable ftench, ur the dun-
gean, whillt others dug a ditch on the outfide of the for into which

“alt she deadybodics were promifcuonfly thrown.” g &2
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lﬁ;gzd, even to preferve the lives of fo grcw.:'
number of unhappy men. :

Tae deliverance of the few that remained alwe,
was neither owing to compaflion nor regret. The
Suba had been informed, that there was a confi«
derable trealure fecreted in the fort, and that Mr,
Holwel! knew where it was depofited. It was in
vain that that gentleman {..emnly declared his ig-
norance of fuch a treafure : the mhuman Suba
gave no credit to h'. proteftations ; buc ordered
him, and three of his friends, to be conveyed, load-
ed with fetters, to the Indian camp. The humane :
reader would be fhocked at the recital of the cruel N
treatment, which this unhappy gentleman, and his !
companions, underwent ; fufficé it to fay, that, 1
after a variety of fufferings, at which even the
barbarous Stiba' feemed at laft ftung with remorfe,
they were permitted to retire to a neighbouring *
Dutch fettlement. x

Tris unfortunate difafter threw a dmmp on the
fuccefs attending the expedition againft Angti
. The exafperated barbarity of the nabob threatcng

el e

“the total deftruction of the commerce and fettle- .

_and gl to Britain, will be rccorded among the

ments on the Ganges. The emergency required -
difpatch and vigour ; and the only hopes of re- o!
covery, depended on the uncertain arrival of the
fleet which had lately reduced Angria.~=The ‘ .
amplc mcngc taken by dle hngﬁﬂ'n for the ig— '
ment of their countrymen, and t

ccmfeq nftbw mclancholy event, which, far -_'
from pmmng the misfortunes apprehended, < %
was the of opening a vaft field of pmui' -

-

e

ns of the ‘:nfumg year, ® o
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CHAP. 1IV.

@m changes in adminiftration——Charaller of the
- different factions—King of Prijffia takes the ficld,
and defeats the Auftrians near Prague.

| BUROFE: more promifing appearance. - Several events took
place, which indicated the revival of her priftine
v importance, and feemed to be ‘the harbingers of
0 better. days.—The public diffatigfaction had ar-
'3 rived at that point, beyond which it is dangerous
b to go; and a change of men and meafures be-
f ' came abfolutely neceffary, to preferve the nation
§ from utter deftruction.  Thofc by #hofc crring
[ ¥ condu& thefe calamities were occafioned, feem-
* % yedat laft confcious that the meafure of their ini-
E ' ﬁity was nearly full, and began to think of re-
g from a ftation which thC}' could no  longer
; m rom- K ntain. Mr. Fox, the principal _prop of the totter-
ing fabric of adminiftration, not chufing any longer
+to beat the popuilar 6dium, for meafures in which
+ w he had only anyinconfiderable fhare, refigned the
«  office of fecretary of ftate ; not, :ndccd, without
; &_ . hopestof being foon re-inftated in hls employment,
# additional ”*nﬂucnc? and powcr.-.-—'fhus de-
¥ pmved of one of their principalgleaders, gg ‘remain.
. mg*fe@lc band of minifters” were 1 any
nger to fupport themfelves. Dcﬁm Gﬁ'afby
fyftem of conduét, wathout

8. g i%&m; and En‘fc of the PCOPIC: ﬁ@m‘

. | . L

|




OF GREAT BRITAIN.

their meafures by men of the greateft abilities angl
the molt invincible integrity, they were obliged t E
quit their polts, and abandon the helm of go-
vernment to the management of abler hands.

In this critical conjuncture, in this forlorn ftats
of hope, the voice of the nation pointed out, and
the neceflity of affairs called into action, a fet of
men in whom the people placed their confidence,
and repofed their fafety.  William Pitt, Efq; was Mr Pite
appointed fecretary «© ftate on the 4th of De- rxw ;
cember ; an appointment which gave joy and fa- . )
tisfaction to the whéle nation. Every lover of :
his country, and every friend to liberty, exulted to ,
fce the happy day, when his Majefty, no longer |
influenced by thofe who had brought upon him !
dithonour and difquietude, was determined to li. o |
ften to the yoice, and confult the happinefs of his  + |
people. . |

So gratcful was the new minifter’s qlevatlon Dy + '

~ the nation in general, that all parties (the parti .
zans of the old miniftry excepted) wnited h |
to ftrengthen the hands of government. The
tion was not difappointed in their opinion of his
abilities. He diligently proyidedifor the internal,
defence of the kingdom, and th ayﬁcc ofe & 0
the enemy.—The Highlands of ‘gcotland, fo fa!r """,1

*

from contributing to the firength of the nation, &5

; had hitherto been a tcrgr to goﬁmmcnt, r#e o & |
. quired 3 my ays to be kept in readinef§ to ¥

- prevent n fgyour of a foma power. - 4

A cmw narrow-minded * policy had ta ’

gfﬂ to the inhabitants of that |

were treatcd with a ﬁ:vgﬂy '

‘ |
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ppreflive and tyrannical.—Mr. Pitt difclimed
P, jealous and barbarous tenets of arbitrary
power.. Convinced that the oppofition of that gal-
lant, though rude people, proceeded from a princi-
ple of horour, and a miftaken attachment to the
unhappy family of Stuart, he conceived that this
formidable internal foe might be converted into 2
generous and ferviceubls friend. He therefore
propofed to his Majefty, tc admit, and to invite, by
proper encouragements, the fufpeted part of the
Scots Highlandg® into his pay. By this adoption,
his Majefty recovered a refpectable body of fub-
jects, who for many years had withdrawn them-
felves from his prote@ion, and had been ready,
upon all occafions, to jein with, or to favour the
defigns of France upon England. The confequences
of this excellent policy have reflected honcur on
¢ the political abilities of Mr. Pitt. In every fervice
’ they have been employed in, the Highlanders
have fignalized themfelves in a particular manner.
Strength, agility, a capability of enduring the
ggateﬂ: hardihips, and a bravery bordering on
enthufiafm, are the characteriftics of that people ;
and their very name has now become a terror to
_ + ,the enemies of Great Britain.
" Sl * I~ the courfe of his adminiftration, alfe, the bill .
-4 @ for regulating the militia, which had hitherto been
' ed by the principal men in power, was |
¢ btought into parliament by (haoncl (now Lord)-
Townfhgnd. After a variety of: alterations and -
+ amendments, in which the fupporters of the bill
% were obl@d to acquicfce, or run the rifk of its

A beang thrown out altogether, :t paﬂ[e@ t#royzh,

-~
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affent.—The old miniftry were reftrained, by mo.

tives of fear, from oppofing a meafure, which
they had always dreaded as the moft effe@ual bar
to arbitrary power ; and the new minifters, by

thus arming the people for the internal defence

of the nation, difcovered their intention to exe=
euie fome diftant fervice with the ftanding army
that required a powerful military force abroad.
Ta1s pleafing profpect. of national felicity was
fleeting and evanefcen:  Though the abilities and
difintereftednefs of thg new miflry were ac=
knowledged even by their enemies, though they
were feconded and fapported by the bulk of the
nation, yet there weré other qualifications necel-
fary to fupport themfelves in office, which, it muft
be confefled, they did not poffefs. As they had
neither bargained for their places, nor delivered
ap their principles, they were determined to fup-
port their integrity and independence ; and to con-
fult the true intereflt and profperity of the nationy
even in oppofition to the pre_;udtces of majefty it
felf. Several propofitions, in which the mtercﬁ
of his Majefty’s ecleGtoral dominions were more
confulted than that of Great Britain, werg op-
pofed by Mr. Pitt and his adherents; and this op-
pofition was exaggerated by the affociates of the
old miniftry, who {till hovered about the throne.
The fpmt and freedom with whtch they debated
every meafure, even in the prefence of their fo-
vereign, was conftrucd into a want of refpeét ;
and their behaviour in parliament, in which they
regarded themfelves, not as fervants to the crown,
but as kprcfcnmves of the people, and guardians

_
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- of their liberty and property, was made the pre=
. tence of an impeachment of their loyalty. The
j "&;hﬁ:qucncc of thefe infinuations was a.peremptory
‘ difimiflion from their feveral offices; and Mr.
i Pirtre Pitt, by his Majelty’s exprefs command, refigned

i‘ﬁ" the feals on the gth of April ; at a period when
' his wifdom, integrity, and firmncls, were more
neceflary than ever. -

As the politics of this period were complicated
and myfterious, it will be neceflary, in order to
form an idea of them, to delineate the characters
of the different parties who laid claim to the di-
Yiewof the re@tion of ftate affairs. They confifted of three
putics.  different factions. The firlt, highly refpe&able as

to rank and fortune, pofiefled of a confiderable

fhare of parliamentary intereft, and the greateft

fway with the monied people, was:compofed of

thofe who had grown into place and power under

’ the old -miniftry. Their adulation and courtly
compliance had likewife rendered them greatly
tefpected by the King ; but in fome very material

points, their weaknefs was confpicuous : they

were deficient in popularity, and their political

abilities were but indifferent.—The fecond faétion,

. though fuperior in point of abilities, was poflefl-
ed of lefs parliamentary interet, and much more
‘unpopular than the firft. They derived their power

from their influence at one court, by means of a

then powerful conneétion; butiwhich only tended to

make them lefs refpected at'the other court, and

* evenadded to their unpopularity,—The third party
had little influence in parliament, and lefs at court;
but they pofiefled, in the higheft degree, the cons
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fidence and fupport of the people. The fhining *
abilities of their leader, and his {teady adherence |
to an upright difinterefted condu&, claimed vene-
ration even from his opponents.—Thele faétions
differed extremely in the general fcheme of theic
politics. The two firft agreed in opinion, that
the increafing power of France was much.to be
dreaded ; that it was abfolutely neceffary to main-
tain a balance of power ; and that this was to be
done chicfly by keeping up a clofe connection
with the powers of the continent, by elpoufing
their quarrels, and even aflilting them with troops
if required. This furnifhed an argument for a
ftanding army ; and, though they thought the
navy fhould by no means be neglected, yet it
ought only to be employed in fubferviency to the
continental fyftem. In their opinions of conftitu-
tional liberty, they were likewife fingular. Though
they pretended to be ftaunch friends to the liber- -
ties of the people, yet, as government muft be
fupported, they looked upon it as juitifiable to

fecure a. majority in parliament, by creating nu-

merous lucrative places and employments at the

difpofal of the crown; alledging, as a palliation of

this mode of ruling, that the particular form of "
our government, and the general depravity of
mankind, rendered any other lefs exceptionable
method impradticable. . b

. THe tha;d and popular party was attuated by
principles of a different nature. 'I'hcy viewed in-

deed the ifierealing power of France in the fame

light with the two former, and acquicfced in thg _
“necefficy of fetting bounds to it ; bur. they differed |,

» =
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widely in the means to be ufed for that purpofes
ey were for making the military operations of
Great Britain entirely fubfervient to our naval
ngth, as a more natural, fafer; and lefs ex-
penfive pli. of politics. Our fituation as an ifland,
faid they, points out to usa condutt differént from
that ¢ other nations. The fea is our natural ele-
tnent ; and to quit that, and involve ourfelves in
continental quarrels, 1s ating diametrically oppo=
i fite to our real interefts, The {fuperiority of
: France lies entirely on the contmcnt, and the at+
tacking her on that fide would be ev idently dan«
gerous, and like (to uife a ftrong though vulgar
expreflion) taking a bull by the horns. QOur go-
sernment, they faid, ftood in no need of fupport
from a ftanding army, which was ever dangerous
W% to freedom 3 and that a well-trained militia would
prove our beft protetion againft an invafion.
From a higher notion of human nature, they
judged it poflible to influence the minds of men
by nobler motives than that of intereft. A mi«
niftry who governs uprightly, will never be oppofed
by the people.
> TuE forced refignation of Mr. Pitt, contnbuted
~ toadd luftre to his character. = The refentment of
4 monarch, however deftrutive in other coun«
~ tries, in England has quite a different effe@t. The
ject of royal indignation, is ever the favourite of
he people 3 and, if he forfeits not the prote&tion
of the laws, he has little to fear-from the exalted
| ﬁ&imien of his adverfary.—The Britifh nation,
. grateful to their benefaltors, received the -
P dl[rmﬂ'ed minifters with the grmfttwnfmm

t:- :
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The moft opulent and refpectable cor.
porations prefented them with their freedom, the _

highelt gift, in the opinion of a Briton, that can
be conferred.—=The refentment againft the old
miniftry, who had now refumed their places, was
more violent than ever. The people could not be
perfuaded, that the fame perfons who h.a funk
the nation into ruin and diftrefs, could ever be
the inltruments of her delivery and redemption,
Numerous addrefies were prefented to the throne,
foliciting the rcl’:oratior} of Mr. Pitt; and his Ma=
jelty, facrificing his private rcfentments to the
good of his people, was gracioufly pleafed to re-
deliver the feals to Mr. Pitt, appointing him fecre-
tary of {tatc for the fouthern department, on the
29th of June.

Tae unpopular party, however, was not en=
tirely excluded from a fhare in the adminiitration,
Their influence in the privy council, and credit in
the houfe of commons, were ftill great, and fufs
ficient to thwart every meafure in which they did

Mr. Pitt ree
fumes the

not partake. A coalition of parties therefore toolk

place from neceflity, as the only prudent and falus
tary means of healing divifions, and afluaging the
rage of faftion. Both parties receded a little from
their former principles, which had been violently
pufthed in their feveral extremes. It was now pros
pofed to gratify the King, with aflifting our allies
on the continent in the method moft agreeable to
our infular fituation, which is, by making diver-

fions with our flects ; and it was alfo agreed, that

we fhould aid: them with fuch land-force and
moncy as our ftrength and finances could admity
; = :
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" Tuese domeftic diffenfions happily compofed,’

% it became now abfolutely neceffary, to atone for

the paft lofles and difappointments, and to retrieve
ﬁé credit of the Britifh. arms and councils, by fome
~ fpirited ana vigorous cntcrpnfc War had been
dec in the courfe of the "uminér by both na-

' ﬁ( +ad our hoftilitics could no longer be cpre-
fented as lawlefs invafions or piracies. As the
fict undertaking was intended to facilitate our
military conneions nd operations in Germany,
it will more properly come, after the account of
the tranfactions in that country.

AT the opening of the campaign in 1757, every
thing appeared unfavourable for the King of Pruf-

gzgi:‘;g fia. In the preceding fummer, procefs had been

»  commenced againft him in the Aulic council, and

before the diet of the empire. The influence of
a family in which the empire had fo long been
hereditary, and the formidable confederacy againit
him, over-awed thofe who withed to fupport him,
and his enemies were happy at fo fair an oppor-
tunity to reduce his power. He was condemned
for contumacy; and it was notified to him, that he
“was put under the ban of the empire, and fallen
_from all the dignities and pofleffions he held un-
derit. The contingents of men and money ordered
to be furnithed by the circles of the empire to put
this fentence in execution were, however, flowly
colleéted.—His victory at Lowolfchutz had been
attended with no other confequence than the fur-
render of the pafs at Pirna. The Auftrian army
in Bohemia, commanded by Prince Charles of

- Lowrain and M. Brown, amounted to upwards of
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‘198,090 men ; the Czarina fent 60,005 men,
under the command of M. Apraxin, aflited by .o
a ftrong fleet, to invade Ducal Pruffia; and the
Swedes, in hopes of recovering what they had loft
in Pomeraniag joined the fime oonfedcracy, bcmg
a’ded by 6000 troops of Mccklcnbourg

I this perilous fituarion, ;hrcatcncﬁ.aﬂ
fides, and apparcntl}r or. the britk of deltru€tion,
the Piuffian monarch had nothing to truit to, for
prefervation, but his own abilities, and the fuperior
valour and difcipline of his troops.  Far from be-
ing daunted at the formidable confederacy againft
him, he prepared for the conteft with a cool ra-
pidity peculiar to himfelf. He diftinguithed, be-
tween great difficulties and impoffibilities, and be- <
ing never difcouraged by the former, has often '
feemed to execute the latter. He divided his "¢
army into three bodies, which at the fame time
penetrated, by very different ways, into Bohemia;
his' maxim being to carry the war as far from
home as poffible. The firlt body was commanded
by M. Schwerin, and entered that kingdom from
Silefia. The fecond was under the Prince of Bea
vern, who marched from Lufatia ; and the laft
was commanded by the King in perfon. *

As a prelude to the campaign, the Prince of

Bevern, on the 21ft of April, having poffeffed
himfelf of fome ftrong pofts on the frontiers of

. Bohemia, marched to attack the Auftrian army,

~ amounting to 20,000 {trong, commanded by Count .
~Konigfeg, and pofted near Reichenberg, The Dutleot

. aftion began at half an houraftcrﬁxm:hcmq!n.m

g, and continued till cleven. The Auﬂ'rm\?" l”

.|
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feated and put to flight; and their lofs amounts:
o upwards of 10co men killed and wounded,
~ while that of the Pruffians did not,t"xcttd,t 50
-;Tﬂh King of Pruffia, on receifing the news of
- this vi&tery, publifbed the accdunt
head of hus army, by “vhom it was. recci
the ldudeft acclamations of applauf.—
tage, at the beginning of the campaign, was pro=
dultive of the moft falutary confequences to hig
Pruflian Majefty. It facilitated his future operas:
tions, ftruck a panic into hig enemies, and fpirited
up his own troops, who were eager to be led on
to the moft arduous enterprifes—The Pruffian:
armies were now in fuch a fituation, that a junce
tion could be formed whenever neceflary. The
‘Eufn“ intention of Frederic, was to draw the enemy to a
. genctal engagement, if poflible. They were fupe-
m";;._ tior to him in number, and were encamped in a
e fitnation fo fortified by nature and arty as t6 be
y deemed almolt impregnable. Something therefore
was neccilary to be done in point of generalfhip,
without leaving all to the rifk of the fword ; and
his Maijelty, ever vigilant and penetrating, with a
. fagacity that forefaw every thing, was readily fur.
o . nifhed with a firatagem for this purpofe. To the
i wﬂ. furprife of every one, he marched towards Egra ;
Sk torss and the Aovftrians, deceived by this movement,
- and imagining that the King had undertaken fome
defign diftin&t from the obje& of his other armies,
detached a body of 20,000 men from their main -
Guccesds, army, to obferve his motions.  Frederic, finding -
- that this mancevure had taken its full effe@, made
b [‘Mﬂn -and malterly a movement to the left,

[
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that 21l comMunication between that detachmeng

and the main army of 'the Auftrians was cut off.

Elated by this advantage, he marched onwards,
with his accuftamed rapidity, to Prague, where he
joined thesarmies #inder the Prince of Bevern and
M. Schwerin, who had wdvinced, with an almolt
- equal celerity, to meet him. The Aunftriane " the”
~ amounting % 100,300 men, were fenfible of the 2
bility of their adverfary, and determined to a& with
caution. Their commanders, Prince Charles of
Lorrain and M. Browp, refolved not to march in
queft of the Pruffian monarch, but to wait his
united force in their camp, and to cover the cxr,'
of Prague from infult. .

THis caution in the enemy, only flimulated thl' :

vivacity of the Pruffian monarch, whofe fortitude
was always in proportion te the difficultics he had
to encounter, and whofe refolutions were not ta-
ken upon the danger, but the expediency of the
action. The hopes of future fuccels depended on
his defeating this fortified camp. Having thrown
feveral bridges over the Moldaw, he paffed that
river, on the 6th of May, with 30,000 meni,.
leaving the reft of the army under the command
of the prince of Anhalt Deffau ; and being joined

by the troops under M. Schwerin and the Prince 44 00

i

of Bevern, he refolved to attack the enemy on ::ﬁc-w-'.

the fame day. Accordingly, he ordered his army
to file off to the left, with an intention of flank.-
ing the enemy; which obliged M. Brown to wheel
about to the right. The Prufians continued their
march through a road fo full of defiles and ma-

uﬁ,thuwhenhnuyandavﬂrym&vhip

L
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o feparate. Their ardour, far from Bting checked
 thefe obftacles, was greatly heightened by them,
- hey vied with each other, in pafling dcfiles, n
. crofing marfhes, in feizing the rifing grounds, and
1% JI:. ".‘gﬁ'\dcaring aj:ches._—'ﬁlc fﬂﬁt " the attack
™) " too precipitately, and were at firft repulfed ; but
~they immediatcly rallicd, and advanced with an
Partle of impetuotity that was not to be refifted. M. Schwe-
P rin, as he was advancing towards the enemy, was
& fuddenly ftopped in his career by a morafs, which
sl threatened to difconcert the whole plan of opera-
tions. Upon this, he immaiatcly difmounted, and,
taking the ftandard of the regiment in his hand,
boldly entered the morafs, exhorting his men to
follow him. Infpired by the example of this great
_commander, now 82 years of age, the troops prefl-
ed forward, and abated not in their ardour till
they had totally defeated the enemy, though their
brave general unfortunately fell at the firlt onfet,
loaded with years and glory.—The Auftrian ca-
valry ftood but three charges, and then retired
- with great confufion; the centre being at the fame
time totally routed. The battle was bloody and
obftinate, and both parties gave fignal examples
g of valour. Prince Henry of Pruffia and the Prince
. of Bevern performed wonders, making themfelves
ak mafters of two batteries ; and Prince Ferdinand
- of Brunfwick took the left wing of the Auftrians
in flank, while the King fecured the paffage of
the Moldaw with his left, and a body of cavalry,
| esined by At laft the Auftrians, yielding to fuperior abilities,

| Pl and the fate of war, were driven from the field

S ,if battle, and the King of Pruffia obtained a com-
L“ - . =
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plete viory.  The Pruffians took, on this occa~ 3
fion, ten ftandards, and upwards of 4000 Pri= 4
foners, thirty of whoni were officers of rank ; to.
gether with Go pieces of cannon, all the tents,
baggage, military cheft, %nd, i a word, their-
whole camp. The lofs on both fides was great,
zad cach had the misfortous w0 loe cae of their
beft gencrals; M. Schwerin®, whole fiddlity, ntres
pidity,  experience,” and - military prudence, had g
defervedly gained him the friendihip and confi- = .
dence of the Pruffian monarch; and M. Brown, -
who received a wound] which, from the chagrin ~ * *
he fuffered, rather than from its' own nature,

proved mortal fhortly after.—The main body of -
the Auftrian army fled towards Prague, and threw 4
themfelves into that city ; another party, to the
amount of 10,000 men, retired towards Benefcau, -
where they afterwards aflembled under M. Pret-

m- e

B

* M., Schwerin was born on the 26th Uéuuci 1084. te fludied at é
Leyden, Roftock, and Gricfswade.. The Duke Charles Leopold fent higl,l.
in 1713 to the King of Sweden, Charles XI1. at Bender, with whom

' he continued & year.. In 1723, he had a regiment given him in the *3
Pruffan (ervice, and, by military gradation, arrived at the pufk of | -
Field Macihal in 1740. He diflinguilhed himfelr at the battle of Mol-

|

witz in 1741, In the campaign 1756, he gave great proofs of his abi- ‘
lities in the art of war. He was rather a little fized man, but had how- {
a martial look ; loved the foldiers, and was very careful of them, &
%mhtnudtwnmlbytbm 1In all his expeditions he knew o

" Bow to combine the greateft bravery with the greatefl prudence,  He
‘qw__gndmowdmdmm _ q
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CHAP V.

xmg of Prw'la _,""m chade of Prague—De-
~ plorable fituation f the inbabitamts—Count Daun
 iakes ihe :mmand of the dufirian amy—-—-&-

tacked by the King o Pruffia, wh.n ie & fes: |
at Kalin,

b BY the event of this battle, it was ¢xpected that
'nn.on- the Pruffians would inve[fPraguc ; which they

unmcdtatcly did, the King commanding on ong
fide, and Mar!hal Keith on the other. In four
days all communication from without was cut offy

_ Pemein- the whole city being furrounded with lines and

entrenchments.~The number of forces fhut up
within the walls amounted to 50,000, befides a.
great many perfons of the firft rank, viz. Prince
Charles of Lorrain, Marfhal Brown, the Princes
of Saxony, the Prince of Modena, the Duke
d’Aremberg, Count Lacy, and feveral others
of great diftinGtion. It was generally imagin.
cd, that this city would neceflarily fall a facri-
fice to the viftorious army, the numbers within
ferving no other purpofe than to confume the pro-
vifions of a garrifon, then but indifierently fup-
« plied. Immediately after the blockade was forms.
ed, the Pruffians took pofleffion of Czifcaberg, an

nce which commanded the town, on which
the Auftrians had a ftrong redoubt. The befieged .
made {everal vigorous, but ineffe€tual attempts, to

recover this poft, which was md,bx the.
i -

A
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Pruffians. with the utmoﬂ refolution.—In order to
cafe the city of the multitude of forces cooped up
ufclefs within the walls, it was refolved to attack
the Pruffian army in thc mg .-;ﬁ"‘l a,bodyat‘
twelve thoufand men, f all the grena.

* diers, volunteers, Pmdonrx, and Hurlgﬁmd e

~ fantry, and thus, if poflible, to open a way, fword
in hand, through the camp of the befiegers, P .

Tue Pruffians, having received intclligence of |
chis defign by a deferter, took proper meafures . ¢
for their reception, and in lefs than a quarter of
an hour: they were "all under arms.—But not-
~withitanding the Pruflians were warned of this at-

. tempt, cit was condutted with fo much ﬁ’lenc&, =
that nothing was difcovered befor¢ the Aufiriang
chaxgrd their advanced pofts.  From their bcgm- The hnj;q
ning the attack on Marfhal Keith’s camp, and f,"
the left wing of the Pruffian army, encamped on
the Moldaw, it is probable the enemy intended
to deltroy the batteries that were raifing, and to
attack the bridges of communication which the
Pruffians had thrown over the Moldaw at Bram&
and Podaba, about a quarter of a German mﬂb‘
above and below' the city. The alarm began a-
bout two o’clock, the enemy hopmg to come un-
expeedly upon the miners; but in this they were
difappointed. The piquet of the third battalion g
of the Pruffian guards, who were to fuftain the =
body which-covered the works, was thrown into
confufion atdb firft firc from the enemy, owmg ;

Yoo
Ll . <.

.ﬁ!‘the d “the night, which renderedit’
ruith the Auftrian troops from _ w
mﬁm w’hmm who was amedvﬂ% ﬂ
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party to reconnoitre the cnzmy,- endeavoured, by
shting a fire, to difcover their difpofition.  This
- had the effcé of informing Captain Rodig, who
~ commanded the piquet, of their fituation, who
.ﬁmuﬂucﬁy adacked them on the flank, ‘giving
© Jderi o Fii uPa o firs ia platoons ; upon which
" gheleney: v e, it e Lpeie L}i-mplntion, be~
ing sgnorant of (e firqugth o ada) i urt, as ti.
fhouting of the Prufliau foldiers nave 2 e,
take it for a numerous body. n.um'uc 3 deferted,
fome took fhelter in Prague, and many ware
forced into the river, and dfowned — A, regiment
+ of the enemy’s horfe-grenadiers, at the time chis
attack began, fupported by the Hungarian intan.
try, endeavoured to furprife a redoubt, under an
_ inceffant fire upon the whole front of the Pruf-
. fians ; but were repulled with confiderable lofs.
They renewed the attack three times, and were
as often beat back, the Pruflians maintaining the
“poft with a firmnefls and refolution not to be de-
«« « deribed.  On this occafion the battalion of Prince
" Ferdinand of Brunfwick fuffered greatly.
At three in the morning, thé Pruffians march.
ed out of their camp to meet the enemy. Part of
the army attacked a building called Red-houfe, at
~ the bottom of a declivity before Wellaltowitz.
The Pandours, who were in pofleflion of this houfe,
* . fired upon them inceffantly from all the doors and
windows, but were at laft diflodged. For about
two hours the Pruffian army were obliged to fuf~
“tain the fire of the enemy’s whole cannon and
mufketry, which did much execution. At length,
““the Pruflians having abandoned the Red-houfe,
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owing to the ccmtmued fire which was kept “m :
it from the artillery of Prague, the Pandours again
took pofleffion of it ; and the reft of the
retired to the city, without in the leaft cﬁa&mg rlane
their defign, leaving behind thamrmny duad and "
~wounded, befides de & teese - BFe Tl uiovpon
* “this occufion wad | 1 few pinoee = hoagh they
tiuffered thy oo dew " fﬁcr-m ana privace
vt Bilee Terdinand,» wie King of Prufia’s =3
wyoungeit mother, was flightly wounded in the
face, and likewife bad_a horfe fhot under him.
* HiTaerro neithé? of theiparties had received
‘very confiderable damage, the operations of the
Pruflians being confined to a filent blockade, and
thofe of the Auftrians to a few flight fallies, in
which they were generally repulfed with lofs. - But
the Pruffian works being at length completed, and -
their heavy artiliery arrived, they opened four
batteries ‘ere&ted on the banks of the Moldaw,
and began to play furioufly on the crty In the .
~fpace of twenty-four hours they threw in no lefs o mﬂ
than three hundred bombs, befides an infinite e
quantity of red-hot balls, which fet the city on fire
in feveral places.—The King of Pruffia has on
this occafion been cenfured for want of humanity;
and indeed the generals on both fides feem to
have been aétuated by the moit horrid barbarity.
‘When the conflagration bad lafted for three days,
- and the inhabitants faw their city on the point of 0
‘being reduced to a mafs of rubbifh, they in a
* body petitioned the commander to hearken to
- terms ; but, inftead of granting their requeft, he
+ turned out 12,000 perfons, the Jealt nfeful in'the
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ck by the Pruiﬁam, iz} fowh ebrought on‘a
ine, and reduced both the garrifon and inhabis
, the neceflity of living on horfe-flefh, and
Mg _that,mglmmltmavcrymngmanmq\
Divetcor I this melancholy ficuation, the. inhabi faw.
e -"‘"&'rp end to their miferies, bat 1, < ﬂi’q@y%w i
~ tiom, which the commander, who ‘faw himfelf at-
the head of a numerous, well-appcin.ed, and defs
perate army, was determined by no means to i'll'-aa
B ten to.  Several refolute and well conduéted fal-
Ii:swcre made, but without“Tuccefs, being always
! rendered fruitlefs by the vigilance and determined +
: hvm:rrof the Pruffians.*

Qn,.uh-au doubt, a thing worthy of remark, and will uppurq fable
» ﬁty. that near 50,000 men, with a tin of artillery, arms,
‘&¢. Mhould fuhmit to be fhut up for fix wecks, and reduced to entre-
mity, by an army of equal force, That of the King did not certainly,
at the end of May, exceed that of the Aufirians; which will appear
- ‘evident, if we confider how many men he had loft in the battle, by

| « Sicknefs, defertion, and the numbeslefs detached corps. This army, .
v Sonall as it was, formed a chain of pofts, which extended many. miles,
h ‘and was moreover feparated by the Moldaw ; over which they commu-
etk Wmeﬂdmmly the one ahove, and the other below the
‘! : (o that, in fadt, the Auftrians, had they chofe to march ont of
tﬂ‘ﬁm would have had no more than half the Prufian army to
cantend ‘with : wh,:’!lurefou“thcr did not, no man that has the leaft
ofmhnry lﬁiu. can-ever mmpnhwd. A torrent carried one of

L. gﬁg !mdgq away; yet did thqr [till continue quiet, uld et flip this e o

' ; e upportunﬁy. without mak ngany attempt to ge out. We have “

muﬁaﬁenu the ground about Prague, and mult.own it is, and
v%‘ & matter ¢ - of wonder and aftonifhment, that no effors wumdq
‘to march out. Had they attacked the Prnﬂilm. thus ﬂ'pumcd bya

[£*

y—

) great diver, and divided into' (o miany fmall detachments, they could
& - &\ihtheiratumpn they muft have deflroyed their army. jr.kw, |
i mkﬁﬁnpﬁ:fn;, that fo great a general as the King of Pruffia’ Idi
tﬁiﬂk’ﬁhﬂlﬂﬂo m]mw:mynﬁ’so. ﬁhm nexten~
o ﬁwmm@‘wtﬁmor equal force, of the
| Al)ﬁmnl:}lmf@a pt, and i.juedhiu dmm} 4
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war, a gener:l acol-, who feemed deftined by the
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* T this fituation, when the Emprefs-Queen was
on the brink of ruin, her grand army difperfed,
and flying in fmall parties, her princes and com-
manders fhut up in Prague, that capital on the

point of furrendering, and the utmolt favour the
garrifon could expelt was ueing made prifoners of

hand of providence t¢ mark +he viciffitude of hu-
man affairs, and who in turn was to reduce his N

“Pruflian Majefty to as bad a fituation, as that in

which the Emprefs-Quggn ar prefent found her-
felf. © Leopold Count Daun*, bred from his in- Cosne

Daun

fancy in the camp, who had ferved under the ukes
greateft generals, and particularly had ftudied the Smmed |
art of war under the great Kevenhuller, was now firisaarmy,

L%y

put at the head of the Aulftrian army, on which ‘ .

deftrudlion.—Thecelebrated M. Belleifle, who knew Prague perfeétly well,

had, in the preteding war, with 15,000 men, defended it for many

months againft the Auflrians; and, being at laft reduced to the great-

eft extremity, quitted it with 12,000 men, and retired to Fgra, with -

fafety and glory. This general wrote a letter, while the King was l#

blockading that town, which I have feen; whercin he fuys, * Jo

¢ connois Prague, fi 'y etois, avec la moitie des trovpes, que le prince” 4

4 Charles y a a@tuellement je detruirois I'armee Pruflicone.” ¥ .
Hift, of the War in Germany, by a General Officer.

4 Leopold Coant Daun was born in 1705. He was, in the begin-
ning, a knight of Malta, and colonel of his father's regiment ; in 1736
lord of the bed-chamber ; in 1737 major-general, and ferved again(t
the Tﬂhé in 1739 a liew: tenant-general ; in 1740 he obtained a regi«
ment 3 in 1745 he was made a general of infantry; in 1748 a privy
mﬂlﬁn in 1751 commandant of Vienna; in 1753 knight of the
- golden fleece;. 1754 @ field-macthal. - He had, in the preceding
war, (hewn no jef bnnrery than pmdcnu' and was wounded in the bat-
tles of Grotzka and Freidberg, in 1749, He formed the new exercile,
and compofed MWM for the new military academy. o 1745,

quitted t!hc Malta, he magried the countels Fuchs, (l .
i&h by whom be'h#'hny children. )
-c“-bb '-..e. Ve e l-f-,—. Yia .n ,:, :;“



famﬂy, and poﬂ'cﬂing the grcatcﬁ abilities,
“he owed not his preterment to fervile court policy,
> _rgh but rofe flowly and filently from the rank of a
i fubaltern, to that of commander in chief, by mere
‘dint of fuperior v.cnt.  Av rmﬁ'ﬁ Wlté.ll a few
B ' miles of the citv of Praguc, thc d~v whor the late
B defeat, he halted to rolicit the frigeir: 5 and difs
perfed parties of the” Aullrian army
Freperic, apprehenfive that ths army, which
now amounted to above 40,000 men, and was
A continually upen. the increafe, might not only
¥ difturb his operations before Prague, but like-
wife, by fome mancevure, give the Auftrians an
opportunity to flip out of that place, judged it
neceffary to check its farther progrefs, and pre-
vent its becoming too formidable, For this' pur«
pofe he detached the Prince of Bevern, with a.
bout 25,000 men, to attack the Auftrian army.
CavuTious, fubtle, and penetrating to a degree,
‘Daun was too prudent to rifk an aftion in his
~ then circumftances, which, if attended with a de-
»  feat, would have put the finifhing hand to the
ruin of the Emprefs-Queen. Befides, he confidered
his troops as difpirited, funk with difgrace, and
overcome with fatigue. He confidered, that fuch
‘an army was by no means fit to. cope with one
flufhed with fuccefs, confident of victory, and
fighting under the eye of their fovereign; he
therefore retired as the Pruffians advanced, en-
camped at Kolin, and fortified himfelf ftrongly,
where he was daily joined by numbers of recruits
“fent to his army. His fituation was fuch, that he

.“"“
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could not poflibly be attacked but at an evident dif-
advantage; and by this means he divided the Pruf
fian forces, one half of whom was drawn off from
Prague, in order to watch his defigns. Here he
harrailed the enemy, by cutting off their convoys;
and reftied, b degrees, arcour and confidence
‘to his awovor . Je .=, nodiranger to the enter= R
prifing, Giowltc o f Jo Pruffian monarch, and S
the difciplin. and bravery of his army, and, wifely ?g
provided againit every contingency. His fituation,
he was fenfible, would prove irkfome and embar-
xafling to the enemy; and therefore he improved
it to the beft advantage. &
His Pruflian Majefty, finding that the Count’s Kingef |
army {till increafed, and that it might {oon be in Gives woats
2 condition to raife the ficge, the place being (Rill “* P
defended with the moft obitinate bravery, refolved .
to diflodge the Auftrians from their ftrong poft at
Kolin, with one part of his army, while the other
fhould continue the blockade at Prague. Mar=-
fhal Keith- endeavoured, with all the reafons he
could urge, to diffuade the King from fo hazard-
ous an attempt, advifing rather to raife the fiege
entirely, and attack the Count with the whole
united Pruffian force, or wait until he fhould get
pofleflion of the city, or the Aultrians quit their
advantageous. poflt. By following either of thefe
meafures, a certain advantage would accrue. By
the firlt, he might very prabably defeat the Count; -
_and, by keeping within his lines, the Auftrian .
_ general might perhaps attempt to raife the ficge,
- by which means he muft Jofe his advantageous -
fwation, snd.bis Majelty might then meet him
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pon._ equal terms.—DBut, notwithftanding  this
ent advice, the ng periifted in his refolu-
~and, on the 13th of June, left the camp be=
/ Praguc, attended by a few battalions and
&uadrtms, and joined  the Prlncc ‘of Bevern at
: Milkowitz, not doubtmz, B !"‘*\,’ﬁﬁ reputation
~ of his late vitories would ftrike a t¢rror into the
enemy’s troops, and that in confequence tl ey
would become an eafy cunqucﬂ_:. The army of
Count Daun now amounted to 60,000,* deepiy.
' cntrcnchcd, with a fine and numerous train of ar«
Advana- tillery.  The bottems of tl?‘*‘hllls were fecured by
‘,*..k’:nth, difficult defiles, rff;hubts; and. bzttcnes, erelted
Avltiian—on the moft advantageous poﬁs, and every accef-
fible part of the camp fortified with lines and heavy.
pieces of battering cannon.— Lhe perfona] hzavcry
of the King of Pruffia, and his confidence in his
troops, were never more confpicuous than on this
occafion. With a body of horfe and foot, not
exceeding 32,000, he undertook to diflodge an
army of 60,000, with all the advantages of ﬁm—
tion and entrenchments above mentioned. = '
Tre King’s army, on the a8th of June, came.
in fight of the Auftrian camp, which he found
fortified with the heavy cannon of Olmutz, and
reinforced with feveral parties. of troops from Mo-
ravia and Auftria, which had joined. them. during.
his march from Prague. The Auftrians were
d;awn up in three lines, on the high grounds be-

army..

s s - v--(»
L N’atllmg cen be more difficult, than to lfceruin with |

numbcrsof the German armies; there being fearce an mhur but wha

differs in this refpet.  We have endeavoured to follow: 1

from their Gtuation, muft have had the bekt information, | .
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tween Genlitz and St. John Baptit. Notwithe

ftanding the difficulties the King’s troops had to _ .

encounter, they marched up td the attack with

the moft amazing firmnefs and intrepidity, amidft

an inceflant fire from the enem;”s vatteries, which

fwept away multituaes. The aétion began about

three o’clock in the afternoon, when the Pruflian

infantry drove the Auftrians from two eminences

fecured with heavy cannon ; but, immediately af.

ter, in attacking a third eminence, they were ta.

ken in flank by grapgfhot poured from the ene-  ©

my’s batteries, and, after a moft horrid flaughter,

thrown into diforder. /The Kingj animating his

troops by his prefence, foon rallied them, and

they returned to the charge, but without effeét. pattie of

They were a fecond time repulfed. Prince Fer. o

dinand did every thing in the power of a great

general, to retrieve the honour of the day, but to

no purpofe. Seven times did he lead the infantry

on to the attack, and as often were they beat

back.—Every manceuvre was put in practice to

gain a fettlement in the Auftrian camp, and all

were attended with the fame want of fuccels. The

Autftrian general, in all his operations, cautious,

penetrating, and decifive, was every where pre.

fent, and negleéted none of thofe nicer ftrokes on

which the fate of a day frequently depends. In-

timately acquainted with the intrepid bravery and

fkilful condu@ of his Pruffian Majefty, he expofed

- himfelf in every Perilous fituation, in order to in-

fufe courage into his troops, who every where

caught the fire of emulation from their gcn:ral, 4

and behaved with the utmoft refolution. ¢ B
1 .
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 Waen the Prufian infantry had thus been re=
atedly drove back, a moft furious atrack was

' i by the cavalry, headed by his Majefty in -

perfon, upon the enemy’s left wing, who received
them with amazing fortitude, and foon threw them
into confufion —At laft, when the King faw no
poflibility of changing the fortune of the day, but
lofs following lofs, and misfortune fucceeding mis-
fortune, he drew off the remairs of his army in
fueh good order as to prevent a purfuit, and like-
wife to proteét his artillery.gnd baggage from fal-
ling a prey to the enemy, and retrcated to Nim-
berg.

Lzavine the command of this fhattered army
with the Prince of Bevern*, although his Majefty
had been upon horfeback the whole day, without
taking any repofc, he fet off immediately for the
camp before Prague, where he arrived next

morning, bringing the firft news of his own de-
= )

* Auguflus William duke of Bevern was born in 1715 @ in 1733 he
ferved againft the French 3 in 1735 he entered the Pruffian fervice, as
Heutenant colonel; in 1739 e was made a colonel, and wounded at
the battle of Molwitz; in 1741 he had a regiment given him; in 1743

« was made a major-general; in I747 governor of Stettin; in 1750 knighg

of the black eagle, and licutenant-general He diftinguifhed himfelf
in the battles of Hohenfriedberg, Lowofchutz, Pragoe, Kolin, and
Breflaw : after which he was made a prifoner, while he went with a
fervant only to reconnoitre the enemy. He was in 17358 releafed, with-
out any fanfom, for his affinity to the Emprefs, Tlie King feeming of=
fended at his conduct, he retired to his government at Stettin 3 where
he remained "till 1762, when he was called to the army in Silefia, and
had & corps confided to him, while the King was befieging Schweidnitz.
The Aullrians, intending to relieve that place,«artacked him with an
army under. the command of Generals Lacy, Laudhon, and Odonell,
whom he repulfed feveral times, though they were three times {tronger
than he was, and gave the King time to come to his aid, !léw.ﬁ ¥
doubt, be numbered among the firft generals of this age. )"

-
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feat,—He immediately gave orders for raifing the
fiege, which was exccuted with fo much fecrecy =
and difpatch, that all his artillery, ammunition,
and baggage, were fent off, and the army on their Skt
march, before the garrifon knew any thing of the -
battle. . In this achion, the Jofs on both fides was n
very confiderable.  The killed and wounded on *
the fide of the Pruflians, .mounted to between .
8oc0 and gooq men. Count Daun reccived two w0
flight wounds, and bad a horfe fhot under him,
As foon as the garrifon of Prague was informed &
of the retreat of thc{ulﬁans, a confiderable body
of Auftrians, under the command of Prince
Charles of Lorraine, fallied out in purfuit ; but,
when they came up with their rear, they found
it.too well covered to hazard an attack, and there-
fore returned to Prague, leaging the Pruffian ar-
my to purfue its route unmolefted.
Taus ended the battle of Kolin, and fiege of
Prague ; -which, if we advert to confequences,
may be reckoned the fevereft check his Pruflian
Majefty received during the war,—By the lofs Conftquens
of this battle, he found bimfclf under the neceflity baie of
of evacuating Bohemia, the conqueft of which
kingdom he was upon the eve of acu)mphfhmg
His army too, befides the lofs fuftained in kilied
and wounded, fuffered greatly by ficknefs and
defertion ; and the Auftrians, from their late fuc-
cefs, and':ponfcqucnt junétion, were become too
powerful for him to make head aghinﬁ He was
therefore obliged to take refuge in Saxony, until
~.an opportunity fhould offer of retrieving his mif-
which, great as they were, he bore
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