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TO THE RIGHT HO~OURABLE 'If! l·'_.;~ 

WIL LIAM WYNDHAM, 
SECRETARY AT WAR, &c. &c. &c. 

SIR, 
11 was with gre'll faliifa8ioll that I learned from 

a FrietJd, that you coincided 'luitlt me i1; the oplll;"on .. 
that the w{)J mafiol1 cOlltamed in this Performana 

would make fl lifejlil imprcJ!ioll on the minds of my 

" countrymen. 
I have prefumed to ilifmbe zt wtth )ollr Name, 

that I may puMely expreJs the pleaflllt' 'whtch ljelt, 
'when I found that netther a leparation fot thirty 

)ears, nor the prq;ure of the mo/l tmportallt bujrlJejs, 
had effaced your kind rememb, anci of a College Ac­
qllai llana, or abated that obligzng and poltte attentlOll 

'MIlt wlttch ),011 favollred me illlhofe early days oj life, 
The frtendJl.up of the accompltjhed mu{ tht 'Wortliy 

• 
1S the htghdJ It()ltotlr; and to him who 1S all off, by 

'want of "ealtll,} 0711 almqfl every otlter enjoymmJ, it 

is all illijhmable ble.ffillg. Accept, t/1I:rejore, I pray, 

of my grat1rt! acknowledgments, and of my eat 1111 
wflhes for )Jllr Health, Projjm ity, and zncreqfing 
HOllour. 

Iflth fm/immfs of the greatdJ EJleem and Rejpe8, 

14m, SIR, 
• Your 1110fl obedient, 

• • , and moJl humMe Setvant, 
.. 'tn,'NilUllGH, ]()HN ROBISON 
'f,~Iffl!b'f 5, J7,97. 't . 



f{UOD ft q/IIS vera vitam tatlon, guvcmef, 

Dn'llItt gJandes homim fun!, vlvere paree 

IEquo anmlO: neque emlll cJlzmquam pmuY/n tcrvi. 
At clar-os fe /lomines ~Joilicrunt atque polentcs, 

UI jundament&/lab,i, jar tlma mann et, 

It l'iaLi(lam pojent l'pulelltz dt; ) e vitam: 

Nequicquam)-quoniam ad fummliln jucccdm hanoI e1l1 

Cirtantes, ttcr mfiJlum fecere VWI, 

Et tamen e Jummo quafi fulmen deJlot i{for 
Invidta znterdum {Olltemptzm in Tartara tetra. 

Erga, Regibus ouijis,fubverja jaccbat 

Prylmg maJe.flas fllrorum, (I fceptra fitperba; 
Et LOPIIts fillmni prteclarum injigno, cruentum, 
Sub ped/bus volgz magnum lugebat bonorem : 
Nam (upide conculcatur mmiS ante mttufl.lm. 

Res doque adJummam fttctm, turbafque retlibaf, 
Imperium fibi cum ac Jummatum quiftuc petebat. 

LUCRETIUS, V.III6. 



INTRODUCTION. 

BEING at a friend's houfe in the country du­
ring fome part of the fummer 1795, I there raw 
a volume of a German periodical work, callt:d 
ReligIOns Begebenheiten, 1. e. Religious Occur­
rences; in which there was an account of the 
variou& fchifms in the Fraternity M Free MafOns, 
with frequpnt allufions to the origin and hiftory 
of that cetebratcd affociation. This account in. 
terefted me a .good deal, becaufc, ;n my early 
life, I had taken fome part in the occupations 
(!hall I call them) of Free Mafonry; and, hav .. 
iug chiefly frequented the Lodges on the Conti. 
nent, I had learned. many doarines, and feen 
many ceremonials which have no place in the 
fimple fyfrem of Free Mafonry which obtains 
in this country. I had alfo remarked, that the 
whole w~s much more the obje~of reflecoon 
and thought 'thaij I could remember it to have 
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INTllonUCTION. 

been among my acquaintances at home. There, 
I had feen a Mafon Lodge confideted merely as 
a pretext for paffing an hour or two in. a fort of 
decent conviviality, not altogether void of fame 
rational occupation. I had fometimes heard of 
diff"erences of dq8rines or of ceremonies, but in 
terms which marked them as mere frivolities. 
But, on the Continent, I found them matters of 
ferious concern and debate. Such too is the 
contagion of example, that I could not hinder 
myfelf from thinking one opinion better found. 
ed, or one Ritual more appofite and fignificant 
than another; and I even felt fomething like an 
anxiety for its being adopted, and .1 zeal for 
making it a general pratl:ice. I had been initiated 
in a very fplendid Lodge at Liege, of which the 
Prince Bifhop~ his Trefoncrers, and the chief 
Nobleffe of the State were members. I vifited 
the French Lodges at Valenciennes, at Bruffels., 
at Aix-la-ChapeIle, at Berlin, an~ Koningfberg ; 
and I picked up fome printed difcourfes delivered 
by the Brother-orators of the Lodges. At St. 
Peterfburgh I connected myfelf with the Englifh 
Lodge, and occafionally vifited the German and 
Ruffian Lodges held there. I f{)und myfelf re­
eeh ed with particular refpeCt as a Scotch Mafon~ 
and as an Eleve of the Logt' de IJ P aifarte Intel. 
bgtnce at L!C':;~. I was importuned ~y perfons 
of the irft rank. to purfue my mafonic career 

¢rough 



INTRODUCTION. 

through many degrees unknown in this couru:ry. 
But all the fplendour and elegance that I faw 
could ~ot conceal a frivolity in every part. It 
appeared a bafelefs fabric, and I could not think 
of engaging in an occupation which would can· 
fume much time, coll: me a go.ad deal of money, 
and might perhaps excite in me fome <1f that fa. 
naticifm, or, at leaft, enthufiafm, that I faw in 
others, and perceived to be void of any rational 
fupport. I therefore remained in the Englith 
Lodge, contented with the rank of Scotch Mar. 
ter, which was in a manner forced on me in a 
private Lodge of French Mafons, but is not 
given in the Engliih Lodge. My mafonic rank. 
admitted me to a very elegant entertainment in 
the female Loge de fa Frdeilte, where every cere. 
monial was compo fed in the bigheft degree of 
elegance, and every thing conduCted with the 
moIl: delicate refrett for our fair fifi:ers, and the 
old fang of ~rotherly love \\las «'hanted in the 
moIl: refined Il:rain of fentiment. I do not fup­
pofe that the Parifian Free Mafonry of forty. 
five degrees could give me more entertain .. 
menta I had profited fo much by it, that I had 
the honour of being appointed the Brother.ora .. 
tot. In this office I gave fuch fatisfadiQn, that 
a worthy Br¢ther fent me at midnight a box, 
which h.e commiuf'd to J.1ly car~s a perfon fa.r 
advanced in ma{onic fdence, zealoufly attached 
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to the ordIT, and therefore a fit depofitary of im­
portant wntmgs. I learned next day that this 

gentleman had found it convenient to ~eave the 
empire in a hurry, but taking with him the 
funds of an efiablifhment of which her Imperial 

Maje1l:y had madf nim the manager. I was de­
{Ired to keep thefe writings till lIe fhould fee me 
again. I obeyed. About ten years afterward 
1 faw the gentleman on the fircet in Edinburgh, 

. converfmg with a foreigner. As I p,dfed by him, 
I faluted him foftly in the'Ruffian bnguage; but 
without fiopping, or looking him di"'ecUy in the 
face. He coloured, but made no return. I 
endeavoured, in Yain, to meet with him, wifh­
ing to make a proper return for much civility and 
kindnefs \Vhich I had received from him in his 
own country. (l 

I now confidered the box as acceffible to myfelf, 
1\nd opened it. I found it to contain all the de~ 
grees of the Parfait Mayon ECoj[olS, with the Ri.­
tUdls, Catechifms, and InftructiollS: and alfo rour 
other degrees of Free Maionry, as cultivated ill 

the Pariflan Lodges. I have kept them with all 

care!, and mean to give them to fame refpecrable 
Lodge. But as I am buund hy no engagement of 
any kind, I hold myfelf as at liberty to make fuch 

ufe of them as may be ferviceable to the public, 
~thout enabliE,g any uninitiated perron to enter 
the Lodges of thefe degrees. 

This 
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'This acquifition might have roufed my former 
1"elHh for Mafonry, had. it been merely dormant; 
but, aftt!r [0 long f~par:ltion from the L(Jgc de III 
FideM?, the mafonic fFirit had evaporated. Some 

curiofity however remained, altd l()me wi4h to 
trace this plclflic myfiery to lht: plt [rom whith 
the clay had been dug, which has been mould­
ed into fo many dIfferent ibapcs, " fome to 
" honour, and fome to Jilhonour." But my 
opportunities were n'iW gune. I had gi\ ell 

away (when in Ruffia) my volumes of difcourfe~J 
and fome far-fetched and gratuitous hiftorics, and 
nothing remained but the pitIful work of Ander­
fan, and the JiIaf0nllCrll: Adonbtralluque dt!vot!;e~ 
which atc in eyery one's hands. 

My curiofity was firongly ro~fed by the ac­
counts given in the RdlglOilS Begcbenhettcn. There 
I faw quotations without number; fyfiems and 

f.chifms of which I had never heard; but what par­
ticulaPly {huck. me was a zeal and a [anatkifm 
about what I thought trifles, which afionilhed me. 
Men of rank and fortune, and engaged in ferious 
and honourable public employments, not only 
frequenting the Lodges of the cities where theyre. 

£Ided, but journeying from one end of Germany 
or France to the other, to viiit new Lodges, or to 
learn new fecrets or new doCtrines. I faw con­
ventions -held..at W l:'mar, at 'Wi~, at Kohlo, 
;tt Bninfwick, aild at Willernfbad, confifiing of 
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fome hundreds of perfons of refpecbble fiation~. 
I faw adventurers coming to a city, prof effing 
fome new fecret, and in a few days fomfing new 
Lodges, and infirucnng in a troublefome and e;.:­
penf~ve manner hundreds of :'rethren. 

German Mafonry appeared a very ferious con­
cern, and to be implicated with other fubjeas 
with which I had never fufpe8:ed it to have an}' 
conneCtion. I faw it much connected with many 
occurrences and fchifms itt the Chrifiian chur::h ; 
I faw that theJefuit<; had feveral times interfered 
in it; and that moO: of the exceptionable in­
novations and diffenfions had arifen about the 
time that the order of Loyola was fuppreffcd; fo 
that it {hould [eern, that thefe intriguing brethren 
had attempted tp maintain their influenc~ by the 
help of Free Mafonry. I faw it much diIlurbcd 
by the myfiical whims of J. Behmen and Sweden­
borg-by the fanatical and kllaviih doCl:rinei of 
the modern Rofycruci.ms-by Magicians-Mag­
netifers-Exorcifts, &c. And I obferved that 
there different feas reprobated each other, as not 
only maintaining erroneous opinions, but even 
inculcating opinions which were contrary to the 
efiablifued religions of Germany, and contrary 
to the principles of the civil efiahlHhments. At 
tpe fame time they charged each other with mif. 
takes and cOPtftptions. both in doB;rine and in 
fraClice; and particularly with falfification of the 
. fua 
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firO: principles {)f Free M afonry, and with igno­
rance of its origin and its hiftory; and they (up­
ported w.ere charges by authorities from many 
different books which were unknown to me. 

My curiofity was now greatly excited. I got 
iTom a much-refpeC1ed friend m~y of the preced­
ing volumesof the Religions Begebenheiten;iu hopes 
of much information from the patient induftry of 
German eruditi(Jll. This opened a new and very 
interelling kene; I was frequently fent back to 
England, from whence all agreed that Free Ma­
fonry had been imported into Germany. I wa&. 

frequently led into F'rance and into Italy. There, 
and more remarkably in France, I found that the 
Lodges had become the haunts of many projectors 
and fanatics, both in [cience, in religion, and in 
politics, who had availed themfelves of the feerect 
and thefreedomoffpeech maintained in there meet­
ings, to broach their particular whims or fufpidou. 
doctrines, which, if pubIifhcd to the world in the 
ufual manner; would have expofed the authors to 
ridicule or to cenfure. Thefe projeClors had con­
trived to tag their peculiar noftrums to the mum­
mery of Mafonry, and were even allowed to twitt 
the mafonic emblems aM ceremonies to their pu .... 
pofe; fo that in their hands Free Mafonry bec~me 
a thing totally unlike, and almoft in direB: oppofi­
tion to the fyftem (if it may get fueh a name) 
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imported from England; and fome Lodges had 
become [chools of irreligion and licentioufnefs. 

No nation in modern times has fo Pd61irularly 
turned its attention to the cultivarion of every 
thing that is refined or ornamental a5 France, and 
it h~s long been the refort of all who hunt after 
entertainment i~ its moll: refined form; the 
French have come to confider themfelves as the 
inftruCtors of the world in every thing that orna­
ments life, and feeling themfelves received asfuch, 
they ha~e formed their manners occordingly­
full of the moIl: condcfcending cOP1plaifance to 
all who acknowledge their fuperiority. Delighted, 
in a high degree, with this office, they have be .. 
come zealous miffionaries of refinement in every 
department of human purfuit, and have reduced 
their apofiolic employment to a fyfiem, which 
they profecute with ardour and delight. This is 
not groundlefs declamation, but faber hiftorical 
truth. It was the profeffed aim (and it was a mag­
nificent and wife aim)ofthe great Colbert, to make 
the court of Louis XIV. the fountain of human 
refinement, and Paris the Athens of Europe. We 
need only look, in the prefent day, at the plunder 
of Italy by the French army, tp be cOhvinced 
that their low-born generals and fiatefmen have 
in this refpett the fame notions with the Colberts 
and the Richlieus. 

I know 
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1 know no fubJefr in "hich this aim at univer­
fal influence on the opinions of men, by holding 
themfelves 'forth as the models of excellence and • elegance, is more clearly [cen than in the care 
that they have been pleafed to take of Free Ma­
fonry. It feems indeed peculiarly"fuited to dle 
talents and tane of that vain and ardent people. 
Bafelefs and frivolous, it admits of every forUl that 
Gallic refinement <.411 invent, to recommend it to 
the young, the gay, the hlXuriou~; that clafs of fo­
ciety which alone deferves their care, becaufe, in one 
way or another, it lead~ all other clafics,offociety. 

It has accordingly happened, that the homely 
Free Mafonry imported from England has been 
totally chanzed in every couatry of Europe either 
by the impofing afcendancy of French brethren, 
who are to be found every where~ ready to in-
1trtt Ct the world; or by the importation of the 
doarines, and ccrclllonics, and ornaments of the 
Parifian Lodges. Even England, the birth-place 
of Mafonry, has experienced the French ;U110va­
tions; and all the repeated injunctions, admoni­
tions,'and reproofs of the old Lodges, cannot pre­
vent thofe in different parts of the kingdom from 
aJmitting thc French novelties, full of tinfcl and 
glitter, and high-founding titles. 

Were this ail, the harm would not be great. 
But long before good opportunitiea.. had occur. . -red for fpreading the retmements on the timple 

Free 
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Free Mafonry of England, the Lodges in France 
had become places of yery ferious difcufiion, 
where opinions in morals, in religitm, and in 
politics, had been promulgated and maintained 
witb a freedom and a keennefs, of which we in • • 
this favoured • land have no adequate notioTly 
becaufe we are unacquainted with the reftrajnts 
which, in other countries, are laid on ordinary 
converfation. In confequcnce of this, the French 
innovations in Free l\1afonry were quickly fol­
lowed in all parts of Europe, by the admiffion 
of firnilar difcuffions, al[hough in direCl: oppo­
fition to a ftanding rule, and a drclaration made 
to every newly-received Brother, "that nothing 
" touching the religion or government lhall ever 
" be fpoken of in the Lodge." But the Lodges 
in other coun1!'ries followed the example of France, 
and have frequently become the rendezvous of 
innovators in religion and politIcs, and other 
difturbers of the public peace. r In {bort, I have 
found that the covert of a Mafon Lodge had 
been employed in ever); country for venting anel 
propagating fentiments in religion and politics., 
that could not have circulated in public with­
out expofing the author to great danger. I 
found, that this impunity had gradually encou­
raged men of licentious principles to become more 
bold, and to teach doCl:rines fubverfive of all our 
notions offuorality-of all our confidence in the 

moral 
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moral government of the univerfe-of all our 
hopes of improvement in a future ft.ate of exift. 
ence-and tlf all fatisfaction and contentment 
with our prefent life, fo long as we live in a ft.ate 
of civil fubordination. I have been.able to tra~ 
thefe attempts, ma.de, through a e:oorfe of fifry 
years, under the fpecious pretext of enlighten­
ing the world by the torch of philofophy, and of 
difpelling the clouds of civil and religious fuper­
fiition which keep the natic>m of Europe in dark. 
nefs and flavery. I have obfened thefe doc­
trines gradually diffufing and mixing with all the 
different fyftems of Free Mafonry; till, at taft, 
AN ASSOCIATION HAS BEEN FOR MED for the 
exprefs purpofe of ROO fING OUT ALL THE Rt­

I.IGIOU S ESTABLISHM.I:NTS, AND OVER TU RNING 

ALL THE EXISTING GOVERNMENTS OF EUROPE • 

. I have feen this Affociation exerting itfelf zealouf­
Iy and fyftematieaIly, rill it has become almoll: 
irrefift.ible: And I have feen that tht moll: ac­
tive leaders in the French Revolution were mem­
bers of this Affociation, and conducted their firA: 
movements according to its principles, and by 
means of its inftruEtions and afii.fi:ance, formal" 

reque.fted and obtained.. And, laftly, I have [een 
that this Alfociation frill exifrs, fiill works in fe .. 
eret, and that not only feveral appearances 
among ourfeJves fuo\\' that its emiaillies are en­
peavour~ to propagate their dettftablc dofuines 

among 
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amon[, US, but that the Affociation has Lodges 
in Britain conerponding with the mother Lodge 

at Munich ever [mee 17 e-.t. 
1f all th;~ were a l}"ltllol of mere curiofity, and 

fufceptible of DO good uf(~, it \\ auld have been 

better to hav~ kept it t, 111) [elf, than to di;~ 
tUTb my nei:;L)oUl s will! the knowledge of a 

fiate of thil1~S whJch thL y emn')t amend. But 

if it {hall ap?car that the m:llds of my country­
men arc n~lf1ed in the v .. r } [awe manner as \\-ere 
thofe of our (ontineatJ.I nei8'1.Lours-if I can 

fhow that the rcaronin.gs v.hich m~ ke a vcry {hong 
impreilion on fome perfons ill this c"untTY are 
the fame which aCtually produced the dangerous 
affuciation in Germany; and th1t they had 

this unhappy influence folely bccau[c they "ere 

thought to b~ [mcere, and the expreffinns of the 

fentiments of the fpeakcrs - If I can fumv that this 
was all a cheat, and that the Leaders of this Af­
fociation diibelieved c'very word that tlley ut~ 
teroo, and every doCtrine that they taught; and 
that their real intention was to abolifu aft reljgion~ 

o.ver~urn every government, and make the world 
a general plunder and a wreck-If I can fhowt 

that the principles which the Founder and Leaders 

of this AIfociation held forth as the perfection ()f 
human virtue, and the roo1\: powerful and effica­

cious for f~rU1ing the minds of men\ and making 
them good and b3PPY, had no influence on the 
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Founder and I:eaders themfelves, and that they 
were, almofl without exception, the mofi: inug­
nificant, wo,thlefs, and profligate of men; I t:an­
not but think, that fuch inform:.ltion will make 
my-countrymen hefitate a little, and receive with 

-caution, and even diflrufl, aJureff"es and inflrm!­
tions which flatter our felf-conceit, and which, by 
buoying us up with the gay pro[peCt of what 
feems att:',imble by a change, may nuke us dif. 
contented with our prefent condition, and. fol'­
&et that there never was a government on earth 
where the people of a great and luxurious nation 
enjoyed fo much freedom and f.::curity in the 
poffe[fi\'ll of cve~y thing that is dear and valu­

able. 

When we fce that thefe bo::fl:cd principles had 
not that efTeB: on the Leac.krs whieh theyaffert 
to he their n,ltive, certain, ~'llJ i,l/..,\;t..lclc confc­
quence~, \,'C -(hall JJ!:rll ft tbe fine dei'':l iptions of 

the happivcfs t~:lt I110ldd refulr i:-e>m fU4=h a 
changc. And when v, e fcc that the D1cthods 
which were pradifed by this Affi1ciation for the 
exprds purpofe of breaking all the bnds of fo­
ciety, were employed fold y in oHler th:lt the Lead­

ers might rule the Wo! Id '" ith uncontrollable 
power, w~.ile all the reP., even of the alfociated, 
fhould be degraded in their own efl:imation, cor­
rupted in their principlt:8, and employed as mere 

tools of lhe ambition of L~eir zmknoun' lupertor!; 
furcly 
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[urely a free-born Briton will not hefitate to rejeCt 
at once, and without an} farther examination, a 
plan [0 big with mifchief, [0 difgTac~ful to its un· 
derling adherents) and fa uncertain in its iffue. 

Thefe hopes have induced me to lay before" the 
,ublic a lhort abftraa of the information which I 
think I have received. It will be iliort, but I 
hope fuflicient for ef1:ablilhing the faa, that this 
detc.flable AffoClation extfts, and tts em!l[arzes are 
bufy among ourftlves. 

I was not contented with the quotations which 
I found in the Religions Begebenheiten, but 
procured. from abroad fome of the chief writings 
from which they are tak.en. This both gave me 
c01lfidence in the quotations from books which I 
could not procure, and furnilhed me with more 
materials. Much, however, remains untold, rich­
ly deferving the attention of all thofe who fte: 
themfelves difpofed to liften to the tales o[ a pof­
fible happinefs that may be enjoyed in a fociety 
whefe all the magif1:rates are wife and Juft, and 
all the people are honeft and kind. 

I hope that I am hone1l and candid. I have 
been at all pains to give the true fenfe of the au­
thors. My knowledge of the German language 
is but [canty, but I have had the affiftance of 
friends whenever I was in doubt. In comprelling 
jnto one paragraph what I have colleaed from 
many, I kave, as much as I was lib Ie, fruck to 
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the words of the author, and have been anxious 
to give his precife meaning. I doubt not but 
that I have. fometimes failed, and will receive 
correC\:ion with deference. J entreat the reader 
not to expeCt a piece of good liteJary compofi­
tion. I am very fenfible that it is far from ir-tt 
is written during bad health, when I am not at 
eafe-and I willi to conceal my name-but my 
motive is, without the fmalleft mixture of an­
other, to do fame good in the only way I am 
able~ and I think that w ht I fay will come with 
better gl ace, and be received with more confi­
dence, than any anonymous publication. Of 
thefe I am now mof[ heartily fick. I throw my­
felf un my country with a free heart, and I bow 
with defcrenct. to its decifion. 

The Affociation of which I have l]een fpeaking 
is the Order of ILLUMINATI, founded, in 177 5, 
by Dr. Adanl Weilliaupt, profeffor of Canon.law 
in the univerfity of Illgol1radl, and aboliihed in 
1786 by the EleCtor of Bavaria, but reVIved im .. 
mediately after, under another name, and in a 
different form, allover Germany. It was again 
deteCted, and feemingly broken up; but it had 
by this time taken fo deep root that it frill fub. 
fifts without being deteCted, and has fpread into 
all the countries of Europe. It took its tirft rife 
among the Free Mafons, but is totally different 
from Free Maroney. I'" w~s not, h~ever, the 

mere 
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mere proteaion gained by the fecrecy of the 
Lodges that gave occaGon to it, but it !lrofe natu­
rally from the corruptions that harf gradually 
crept into that fraternity, the violence of the party 
fpirit which pervaded it, and from the total un­
chtainty and darknefs that hangs over the whole 
of that myfterious Affociation. It is neceffary, 
therefore, to give [ome account of the innovations 
that have been inttoductd mto Free Mafonry 
from the time that it made its appearance on the 
continent of I:urope as a myllical fociety, pof­
felling fecrets dIfferent from thore of the mecha­
nical emploY'nent whofe IMl11e if- afElmed, and 
thus affording entertainment and oc:upation to 
perfons of all ranks and profeffions It is by no 
means intenlled to give a hiftory of Free Mafon­
ry. T~& \vould lead to a very long difcuffion. 
The patient indufiry of German erudition has 
been very ferioufly employed on this fubjefr, and 
many performances have beecn publi!hed, of 
which fame account i~ given in the different va­
lumec; of the Religions Begebenheiten, particu­
larly in thofe fOj 1779, 1785, and 1786. It is 
evident, from the nature of the th:ng, that they 
,annat be very inftrufrive to the public; becaufe 
the oblibation of feCf(~cy refpefting the import­
ant matters which are the very fubjefrs of de­
bate, prey ems the author from giving that full 
informatidh that is required from an hiftorian ; 

and 
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and the writers have not, in general, been per­
fon<; qualified for the tafk. Scanty erudition, cr~­
dulity, and cnthufiafm, appear in armoft all their 
writings; '.Ind they h,lVe neither attempted to re­
move the heap of rubbifh with which Anderfon 
has difgraced his Co'!ftitutions of Free Mafl~ry, 
(the bafis of mafonic hiftory,) nor to avail them­
felves of informations which hiftory really afferds 
to a fober enquirer. Their Royal art mull: never 
forfooth appear in a flate of infancy or childhood, 
like all other human acqIJirements; and therefore, 
when they cannot give proofs of its exiftence in 
a Hate of manhood, poffeffed of all its myfterious 
treafures, they fuppofe what they do not fee, and 
fay that they are con ... ealed by the oath of 
fecrecy. Of fuch infiruCtion I can make no 
ufe, even if I were difpofed to write a hifiory of 
the Fraternity. I 1hall content fnyfelf with an 
account of fuch particulars as are admitted by all 
the mafonic parties, and which illufirate or' con­
firm my genera) propqfition, making {nch ufe of 
the accounts of the higher degrees in my poffer. 
fion as I can without admitting the profane into 
their Lodges. Being under no tie of fecrecy 
with regard to thefe, I am with-held by difcretion 
alone from putting the public in poifeffion of all 
their myfteries. 

PROOFS 
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A CON S P I RAe Y, &e. 

C HAP. I. 

ScbtJllIS m Free Mafonry. 

'I"HERE is undoubtedly a dignity in the aft c£ 
building, or in.architeCture, whkh no other art 
poiTdfes, and this, whether we confider it in i[;> 

rudell: frate, occupied in railing a hut, or as 
praaifed in a cultivated nation, in the ereaion 
of a magnificent and ornamented temple. As 
the arts in general improve in any nation, this 
mull always maintain its pre-eminence; for it 

~ . 
employs them all, and no man can be emment 
as an architeB: who does not poIfefs a confider­
able knvwledge of almoil every fciehce and art 

G 2 already 



:to THF SCHISMS IN' CHAP. I. 

al.ready e'ul~vated in his na~ion. His great works 
~~nder~ings of the mofl: fel'lous concern, 
corlneCt him with the publK:~ .or -with, the rulers 
of the frate, and attach to him the praCtitioners 
flf other arts, who are occupied in executing his 
pr8ers: Hi's works are th( objeCts of public at· 
tention, and are not the tranfient fpeElaclcs of 
the day, but hand down to pofl:erity his invention, 
his knowledge, and his tafte. No wonder then 
that he thinks highly of hi~ profeffion, and that 
the public £bould acquiefce in his pretenfions:r 
even when in fome degree extravagant. 

It is not at all furprifing, therefore, that the 
incorporated architeCts in all cultivated nations 
1hould arrogate to themfelves a pre-eminence 
Over the fimilar affociations of other tradefmen. 
We find traces of this in the 1 cmotefl: anti­
quity. The Dionyfiacs of Afia MinOl~ were un­
doubtedly an affociation of architeCts alld engi­
neers, who had the exclufive pr;vilege of build­
ing temples, fradia, and theatres, under the 
myfierio1:J.s tutelage of Bacchus, and difiinguifh­
ed from \he uninitiated or profane inhabitants 
by the fdence which they ~offeffed, and by many 
private figns and tokens, by which they re­
eognifed each other. This afibciation came.mto 
Ionia from Syria, inro which clJuntry it had 
wme from Perna) along with that ftyle of archi-

. teUure 
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te&iltihat we call Grecian. We are ilio -cer"ll 
-thin tHIit:wmefe was a fimilat trading aifo~iatioa, 
doting tM"tivk ages, in Chrifiian Europe, which 
monopoli:ted tne building of great churches and. 
eaftles, working' under the patronage and fro. 
tetrion of the Sovereigns and Princes of Europe, 
and poffefiing many privileges. Circumftances, 
which it would be tedious to enumerate and clif. 
cU.rs, continued this alfociation later in Britain 
than on the continent . • 

But it is quite uncertain when and why per. 
fans who were not builders by profeffion firIl: 
fought admiffion into this Fraternity. The firIl: 
diftinet and unequivocal inftance that we- have of 
this is the admiffion of Mr. Afumole, the fa .. 
mous antiquary, in 1648, into a Lodge at War .. 
rington, along with his father-in-law Colonel 
Mctinwafing. It is not improbabie that the co .. 
vert of fecrecy in thofe alfemblies had made them 
courted by the.Royalifts, as occa1iolls of meetiDg~ 
Nay, the Ritual of the Mafter's degree [eerns t.o 

have been formed, or perhaps twilled from its on .. 
ginal inftitution, fa a3 to give an opportunity of 
founding the political principles of the candidate, 
and of the whole Brfthren prefent. For it bear$ 
fo-eafy an adaptation to the death of the King, 
to the overturning of the venerable conftitution 
of the Englifh goveIllment of three orders by a 
p:)ean ...democracy, and us re-efiabliili'ment by thfl 
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efforts rl the loyalifis, that this woulJ fi~tt into 
every perf on's mind during the ceremonial, and 

could hatdly fail to iliow, by the countenances­
and behaviour of the Brethren:- how they were 
affected. I recommend this hint to the (onfider • 

• 
ation of the Brethren. I have met whh many 
particular facts, which convince me that this 
nfe had been made of the meetings of Mafons, 
and that at this time the Jefuits interfered con­
fiderably, infinuating tli'ernfelves iRto the Lodges, 
'and contributing to encreafe that religious myfii­
drm that is to be obferved in all the ceremonie& 
of the order. This fociety is well known to have 
put on every fuape, and to have made ufe of ever)' 
mean that could promote the power and influence 
of the order. And we know that at this time 
they were by no means without hoves of re~eil:a. 
blifuing the dominion of the Church of Rome in 
England. Their ferviees were not ferupted at by 
the diftreffcd roy-alifi:s, even fuch <1.<; were Proten:­
ants, while they were highly prized by the Sove .. 
reign. We alfo know that Charles II. was made a 
Mafon, and frequented the Lodges. It is not un­
likely, that befides tbe am:ufement of a vacant 
hour, which was always agreeable to him, he 
had pleafure in the meeting with his loyal friends, 
and in the {)ccupations of the Lodge, which re­
called to his mind their attachment and fervices. 
His brother and fucceifor James nO. was of a more 

ferious 



hHAP. r~ FlUE MASONRl'; 

furious and manly caIl: of mind, and had little 
I'leafure in the frivolous ceremonies of Mafonry~ 
He did not frequent the Lodges. But, by this 
rime, they were the relort of many perfons who 
were not of the profeffion, or members of the 
trading corporation. This circumftance, in -all 
probability, produced the denominations' of 
FREE and ACCEPTED Mafons. 1\ perf on who 
has the privilege of working 'at any incorporated 
trade, is [aid to be a freeman of that trade. Others 
were accepted as Brethren, and admitted to a 
kind of honorary freedom, as is the cafe in many 
other trades and incorporations, without having 
(as far as we can learn for certain) a legal 
title to earn a livelihood by the exerdfe of 
it. 

The Lodges being in this manner frequented 
by perfons of various profeffions, and in various 
Tank~ of civil fociety, it cannot be fuppofed that 
the employment in thofe meetingg related entirely 
to the oftenfible profeffion ofMafonry. We have 
no authentic information by which the public can 
form any opinion about it. It was not till fome 
years after this period that the Lodges made open 
profeffion of the cultivation of gerteral bene\'o­
lenee, and that the grand aim of the Fraternity 
was to enforce the exercife of all the focial vir. 
tues. It is not unlikely that this was an after· 
thought.· The politki!.l purpo[es of PIle Aifocia. 
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tion being once obtained, the converfation and 
occupations of the members muft take fome 
particular turn, in order to be generally ac­
ceptable. The eftablifhment of a fund for thp. 
relief of unfortunate Brethren did not take place 
till' the very end of lafr century; and we may 
prefume that it was brought about by the warm 
recommendations of fome benevolent members, 
who would naturally enforce it by addreffes to 
their affembled Brethren. This is the probable 
origin of thofe philanthropic difcourfes which 
were delivered in the Lodges by one of the Bre­
thren as an official tafk. Brotherly love was the 
general topic, and this, with great propriety, 
when we confider the objeCt aimed at in thofe 
addreffes. Nor was this objeCt altogether a no· 
velty. For while the manners of fociety were 
yet but rude, Brother Mafons, who were fre­
quently led by their empioyment far from home 
and from their friendo frood in need of fuch 
helps, and might be gr~'atly benefited by fuch an 
inftitution, which gave them introduCtion and 
citizenfhip wherever they went, and a right to 
1hare in the charitable contributions of Brethren 
'Who were fhangers to them. Other incorpo­
rated trades had fimilar provifions for theit poor. 
But ~heir poor were townfmen and neighbours, 
well known to them. There \\ as more perfua­
fron necdf3.1 y in this Fraternity, where the objeCts 

of 
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of our immediate beneficence were not of our ac­
quaintance. But when the Lodges confill:ed of 
many who .were Hot Mafons, and who had no 
particular claim to good officeq from a !hanger, 
and their number might be great, it is evident 
that fironger perfuafions were now neceffary, afld 
that every topic of philanthropy mull: now be em­
ployed. When the funds became confiderable, 
the effeCts naturally took the public eye, and 
recommended the Society to notice and refpeCl:. 
And now the Brethren w~re induced to dwell on 
the fame topic, to Join in the -commendations 
befl:owed on the Society, and to fay that uni. 
vcr[al beneficence was the great aim of the Order. 
And thin is all tha~ could be faid in public, with. 
out infringing the obligation to fecrecy. The in­
quifitive are always prying and teazing, and this 
is the only point on which a Brother is at li~ 
berty to fpeak. He ",ill therefore do it with 
affeCtionate zeal, till perhaps he has heated his 
own fancy a litfle, and overlooks the incQ,;[dr. 
ency of this univerfal beneficence and philan. 
thropy with the exclufive and monopolizing 
fpirit of an Affoctation, which not only confines 
its benevolence to it~ own Members, (like any 
other charitable aifoclation,) but hoards up in 
its bofom inell:imable fecrets, whofe natural ten­
dency, they fay, ill to form the heart to this ge­
nerpus <yld l5.ind con~~la, and infp~re us with 

love 
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love to all mankind. The prof me world cannot 
fee the beneficence of conceaLng from public 
'View a principte or a motive which fo.powelfully 
induces a Mafon to be good and kind. The 
Brother fays that publicity would rob it of its 
force, and we muft take him at his word; and 
Qur curiofity is fo much the more exdted to learn 
what are the feerets which have fo fingular a 
quality. 

Thus did the FraternIty conduCt thcmfelves, 
and thus were they confidered by the public, 
when it was carried over from Lngland t') the con­
tinent; and here 1t is to be p:lTticu1arly re­
marked that all OUl Brethren abroad prafeE. to 
have received the M yftel y of Free Ma[onry from 
Blitain. This i~ fllrely a puzzle in the hifl-ory ; 
and "" e mufl Iea\ e it to others to reconcile this 
with the repeated affertiollc, in Anderfon's look 
of Conilitution~, "That the Fraternity exifted 
" all ova the \Vorld," dnd the numberlefs ex­
amples which he addllce~ ot its dertiom in other 
countries; nfl y, \\ irh /115 repeated aiTertiolls, 
" that it frequentl) v. a, nL-elr perifhing in Bri­
" tain, and that our Prince:. \\ el e oblIged to fend 
" to France and other countries, for leading 
" men .. to reftore it to it, fOJ mel energy among 
" us." We lball find by and by that LIdS is not a 
point of mere hiftorical curiofity, but that much 
hinges on it. 

In 
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In the mean time, let us jufl: remember, that 
the plain tale of Brotherly love had been polifhed 
up to protefiations of llniverfal benevolence, and 
had taken place of loyalty and lttachment to the 
unfortunate Family of Stuart, which W<lS now 
totally forgotten in the Englifh Lodges.. Tile 
Revolution had taken place, and King James, 
with many of his moft zealous adherents, had 
taken refuge in France. 

But they took Free lVIafonry with them to the 
c.antinent, where it was· imml::Jiatf'ly received 
by the French, and was cultivated with great 
zeal in a manner fuited to the iaftc and habits 
of that highly polifhcd people. The Lodges in 
France naturally became the rendezvous of the 
adherents to the exiled King, and the means of 
carrying- on a correfpondcnce \\ ith their frienl:!.; 
ill England. At this time a1[0 the .Tefuit:> took 
a more aCtive haud in Free Mafonry than 
ever.. They infinuated themfdves iuta the Eng~ 

• t:fll Lodges, where they were careiTed by tile 

Catholics, who panted after the re-eilablifh. 
ment of their faith, and tolerated by the Pro~ 
tefbnt roy.ali!1s, who thought no conceffion too 

gre.l.t a wmptnfation for their fervices. At this 

time changes were made in lome of the Ma­
ionic fymbols, pnticularly in the tracing of the 

Lodge, which bear e;ident marks of Jefuitical 

interferr)1ce. 
It 
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It was in the Lodge held at St. Germain's 
that the degree of Chevalrer Mayon Ec~'Tou was 
added to the three SYMllOLTCAL degrees of Englifh 
Mafonry. The conftitutiol1, as imported, appear­
ed too coarre for the refine d tafie of our neigh­
bours, and they muft make Mafonry more like 
the occupation of a gentleman. Therefore, the 
Englifh degrees of Apprentice, Fellow-craft, and 
Mailer, were called .fymboltc.7!, and the whole con4 
trivance was confIdered either as typical of fome­
thing more elegant, or as a preparation for it. 
The degrees aftelwardf> fuperadded to this leave 
us in doubt which of there views the Frenc.h en. 
tertained. of our Mafonry. But at all events, this 
rank of Scotch Knight was called the Ji'Yt degree 
of the Jl.lafon Parj:lIt. There is a device belong_ 
ing to this Lodge which deferves notice. .A lion, 
wounded by an arrow, and efcaped froUl the 
ftake to which he had been bound,. with the 
broken rope {till about his neck, is reprefented 
lying at the mouth of a cave, and occupied with 

mathematical infiruments which are lyin~ near 
him. A broken crown lies at the foot of the 
flake. There can be little doubt but that this 
emblem alludes to the dethronement, the capti­
vity, the efcape, and the afylum of James II. and 
his hopes of re-eftablifhment by the he1p of the 
loyal Brethren. This emblem is worn as the 
gorget of' the Scotch Knight. It is not very 

I;crtain, 
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~ertain, however, when this degree was added, 
whethpr immediately after king James's Abdica­
tion, or about the time of the attempt to fet his 
fan on the Britifh Throne. But it is certain, 
that in 17 I 6, this and frill higher degrees of 
Mafonry were much in vogue in the Court.of, 
France. The refining genius of the French, 
and their love of :fhow, made the humble de­
nominations of the Englilh Brethren difgufiing ; 
and their paffion for Iililitary rank, the only eha­
raCl:er that connected them with the court of an 
abfolute monarch, made them adapt Free Ma. 
fonry to the fame fcale of public efiimation. and 
invent ranks of Mafolls Chevaliers, ornamented 
with title'l, and ribands, and fiars. Thefe were 
highly relifhed by that vain people; and the price 
of reception, which was very high, became a 
rich fund, that was generally applied to relieve 
the wants of the hanilhed Britilh and Irifh ad .. 
herents of the unfortunate family who had taken 
refuge among tHem. Three new degrees, of .L1\,~f)­
'VIce, Eleve, and Chcvaftcr, were [oon added, and 
the Parfait Mayon had now feven receptions to go 
through, for each of which a handfome contribu­
tion was Iltade. Afterwards, when the firfl: bene­
ficent purpofe of this c:mtribution ceafed to exifi, 
the finery that now glittered in all the Lodges 
made a frill more cr~ving demand for reception .. 
money, and -ingenuity VI as fet to work to invent 
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:new baits for the pfllfatt Mtlfon. More degrees 
of chivalry were added, iuterfperfed with degrees 
of Phtlofophe, Pt)krm. ClaIrvoyant, &c. &.c. till 
fame Parifian Lodges had forty-five ranks of Ma­
fonry, having fifteen orders of chivalry. For a 

Knighthood, with a Riband end a Star, was a 
bonne blJUlhe, given .;)t every third Itep. For a 
long while thefe degrees of chi,'alry proceeded on 
fome [liat analogies with feveral orders of chi­

vaIry ~ hich ha..l bew ereered in Europe. All 
(Jf thefe had rome refet ence to fame myfl:ical doc­
trinc~ of the Clnifti<tn church, and w~re, in faa, 
contri, anec~ of tbe cl,uTch of Rome for fecur­
ing and cAtcnding her influence on the laymen 
of rank :md fortune, whom fhe retained in her 
fervice by thefe play-things. The Knigh~s Tem­
plars of Jerufalem, amI the Knights of the De­
fert, v. hoie office it was to proteCt pilgrims, and 
to defend the holy city, afforded very apt models 
for Mafonic mimicry, becaufe the Temple of :0-
lomon, and tht: Holy Sepulchre, always fuared the 
[.lme fate. Many contefl:ed doctrines of the theo­
logians had alfo their Chevaliers to defend them. 

In all this progreflive mummery we fee much 
of the hand of the Jefuits, and it would feem that 

it was encouraged by the church. But a thing 
happened which might eafily have been forefeen. 
The Lodge~ had becol'I\e familiar with this kind 
gf invention; the proferred objeCt of many real 
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Orders of Knighthood was often very whimfical. 
or very refined and far-fetched, and it required all 
the fineffe of the clergy to give to it forne flight 
connection with religion or morality. The Ma .. 
falls, protected by their fecrecy, ve11tured. to go 
farther. The declama.tions in the lodges by tIla. 
Brother orator, muft naturally refemble the com. 
pofitions of the ancient fophifts, and confift of, 
wire-drawn differtations on the [ocidl duties, where 
every thing is amplified and firained to hyperbole, 
in their far-fetched and bncifLll explanations of 
the fymbols of Mafonry. Thus alcuIl:omed to 
allegory, to fiCtion, to finelfe, and to a fort of in­
nocent hypocrify by which they cajoled themfdves 
into a notion that this child's-pldY had at bottom 
a ferious and important meaning, the zealous 
champions of Free Maionry found no incImation 
to check this inventive fpirit, or circumfcribe its 
flights. Under the proteerion of Mafonic fecrecy, 
they planned fchemes of a difIcrent kind, and in­
fiead of mort orders pf chivalry direered againft 
the enemies of their faith, they formed affociations 
in oppofition to the ridiculous and opprefiive cere­
monies and fuperftitions of the church. There can 
be no doubt. that in thofe hidden affemblies, a free 
communication of fentiment was highly re1ifned 
and much indulged. It was foon fufpected that 
fuch ufe was made of the covert of a Mafon 
l.odge; and the church \.~tt:aded the confequences, 

and 
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and endeavoured to fupprefs the Lodges. But in 
vain. And when it was found, that even auricular 
confeffion, and the fpiritual threatenings of the 
church, could not make the Brethren break their 
oath of fecrecy; a full confldenC'e in their fecurity 
rpade thefe free-thinking Brethren bring forward, 
with all the eagernefs of a miffionary, fuch fenti. 
m~nts as they were afraid to hazard in ordinary 
fociety. This was long fufpeEted; but the rigours 
of the church only ferved to knit the Brethren 
more firmly together~ and provoked them to a 
more eager exercife of their bold crit!cifms. The 
Lad ges became fchools of fcepticifm and infidcli. 
ty,and the fpirit of converfion or profelytifm grew 
every day {honger. Cardinal Dubois h.,d before 
this time laboured \"ith all his might to corrupt 
the minds of the courtiers, by patronifing,direaIy 
and indireaIy, all fceptics who were otherwife 
men of talents. He gave the young courtiers to 
underfiand, that if he fhould obtain the reins of 
government, they {hould be entirely freed from 
the bigotry of Louis XIV. and the oppreffion of 
the church, and fhould have the free indulgence 
of their inclinations. His own plans were difap­
pointed by his death ; but the licentious example 
of his pupil the regent, who difregarded all de­
cency,completed the corruptions of the court and 
the capital. Thif; quickly [pread, with other Pari. 
!ian mod~s, into the provinces; fo ~hat before the 

maiority 
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majority of Louis XV. there was hardly a man 
pretending to eminence in knowledge or reflec­
tion who did not iaugh at religion. Its defend­
ers oppofed in vain to their fdrc;J.fms the autho­
rity of the church in all matters of doftrine. 
This authority, the traditions and the legends 
of the church, were ridiculed; and all the reli­
gious atl:s and obfervances that were founded 
on them. The Lrn.er were dflerteJ. to be fdlfe­
heods, and the leltter WtP' called grofs fuperfii­
tion; and the national r~ligion was reprc[cnted, 
both by the infidels and by the [eCiaries, as an 
endlefs round of troublefome ceremonies, ferving 
as the fund for fupporting a fet of domineering 
priefts, who {howed their diI11elief of its doctrmes 
by their own immoral live,;;, by the continu.tl 
court-refidence of their chiefs, anll by their ne­
gleB: and oppIeilive treatment of the only part 
of their order whid! fhowed a contern about the 
religious fentiments of the peopic, ml11dy the 

• 
curh, or parifh-priefts. Thefe men had alway::. 
been refpected as faithful paftors, as piOLlS men, 
kind to the poor, and the ready mediators be~ 
tween the lords and their vaffals; a circumflance 
which greatly endeareulhem to the people. Yet 
thefe uft:[ul men were kept in flavifh fubJedion 
and in indigenr:e, by tnt-ir fuperiors; their re­
iterated remunfirancL.s were Hified, and their pe­
titions WtIe prevented tlom reaching -the e.u of 
the Kmg. On the other hand, the higher !1:a-

~ cions 
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tions in the church were appropriated by the 
great famifies. Their fons, bred in the conta­
gious habits of high birth and ample fortune, 
had, in general, deviated greatly from the humMe 
fimplicity of a primitive billiop. Many of them, 
fo.rfaking their diocefes, rcfrded continually aT 

court, where preferment was to be obtained; 
and here they courted the favour and dreaded the 
difpleafure of a fucceffion of royal mifrreffes. 
Some of them had furnilhcd matter of fcandal 
by their immoral behaviour. Such glaring 
faults, in fuch eminent fiations, {huck every eye. 
Religion fuffered greatly by this degradation at 
character; and the infidels and libertines found 
little difficulty in perfuading the people that the 
infiitution muft be a cheat, when its doB:rines are 
fo belied by its dignified fcholan; *. Infidelity was 
almo1l: univcrfJI. Nor was this over1l:1ctincd free­
dom or licentioufnefs confined to religious opi­
nions. It was perhaps more naturally direB:ed to 
the reftraints arifing from civil fupordination. The 
familjar name of Brother could not but tkkle the 
fancy of thofe of inferior rank, when they found 

themfelves fide by fide with perfons whom they 
cannot approach out of doors but with cautious 
refpefi; and while thefe men of rank have their 
pride lulled a little, and perhaps their hearts 
a little foftened by the hackneyed cant of fentt. 
mental declamation on the topic of Brotherly lov; 

'If. See the Poftfcript. 
and 
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and Utopian felicity, the others begin to fancy 
the happy days arrived, and the light of philan­
thropy beaming from the eaft and illuminating the 
Lodge. The Garret r amphletecr enjoys his fan .. 
cied authority as Senior \Varden, and conduth 
with affeCtionate folemnity the young noblc:man, 
who pants for the honour of Maflerlhip, and he 
praifes the trufl:y Brother who has guarded him in 
his perilous JOUi nies round the room. What topic 
of declamation can bt' more agreeable than the 
equality of the worthy BrJ.!thren? and how natu­
rally will the Brother Orawr, in fupport of this fa­
vourite topic, flide into all the common-place pic­
tures of human fociet)', freed [rom all the anxieties 
attending civil difl:inCtion, and pailing their days 
in happy iunplicity and equality! From this ftate 
of the fancy, it is hardly a fl:ep to defcant on the 
propriety, the expediency, and at lafl:, the jufl:ice of 
luch an arrangement of civil fociety; and in doing 
this, one cannot avoid taking notice of the great 
obfl:ruCtions to hllman felicity, whith '.IT(> fee in 
every quarter, proceeding from the abufel> of thole 
-diftinCtions of rank and fortune which have arifen 
in the world: and as the mifchiefs and horrors of 
fuperfl:ition are topics of continual declamation to 
thofe who willi to throw off the refl:raints of re­
ligion; fa the oppreffion of the rulers of this 
world, and the [Ilifel ings of talents and worth in 
inferior fiations, will L~ no lefs greedily Iifl:ened to 
by all whaft notions of morality are not "ery pure, 

• D~ and 
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and who would be glad to have th.e enjoyments 
of the wealthy without the trouble of labouring 
for them. Free Mafonry may be affirmed to have 
,a natural tendency to fofter fuch levelling willies; 
and We cannot doubt but that great liberties, are 
taken with thofe fubjeCts in the Lodges, efpecially 
in countries where the difiincrions of rank and 
fortune are ftrongly expreffed and noticed. 

Bnt it is not amatter of mere ptohability that the 
Mafon Lodges were the ieminaries of thefe lIber· 
tine infiruCli( ,ns. \Vehave diftinEt prod of it, even 
in fame of the French degrees. In the degree 
called the Ch6'VattCr de Soled, the" holeidlruCtion 
is aimed againfl: the eftJ.bhflled religion of the 
kingdom. The prnfefTed object is the emancipa­
tiOll from erwr and the difcO\uy of truth. The 
infcription ill th~ eaft is Sa;:/Ip, that in the north 
is LlbertJ, that in the fouth IS FermctJ, and in 
the weft it is CaltdO/Z; terms which arc very figni­
ficant. The 'Tn.r Venerable is Adam; the Sedor 
'Varden is Truth, .md all the Brethren are Child. 
ren of Truth. The proceft> of reception is very 
well contrived: the whole ritual is decent and cir 
cumfped, and nothing occurs v; hich C<ln alarm 
the moft timid. Brother Truth is aiked, What 
is the hour? He informs Fathf'r Adam, that 
among men it i~ the hour of darknt[~, but that it 
is mid~d1Y in thl.: Lodge. The candidate is aiked, 

Why lIe has knocked at th.e door, and what is 
become of _hi~ eight companions (he is one of the 

Eltis)? 
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EIt1s) t He fays, that the world is in darknef);, and 
his companions and he have loft each other; that 

HrJperus, the fiar of Europe, is obfcured by clouds 
of incenfe, offered up by fLlperflition to defpots, 

who have made themfeIvcs gods, and have retired 
into the inmoft receffes of their palaces, that they 
nay not be recognifed to be men, while their 
Ficfis are deceivi~g the people, and caufing them 
to worlhip tht:fe J;viaities. This and many fimilar 
icntiments are evident allufiom to the pernicious 
doctrine of the book call<!d Ongme du D~fpot111l~ 
Oriental, where the religion of all countries is con~ 

fidered as a mere engine of ftate; where i t i~ dechred 
1 hat rC..lfon is the only lIght w hic h nature has given 
to nun; th;}t our anxiety about futurity hal> made 
llS im.lg;ne cndlefs torment& in a future world; and 
that princes, taking advantage of our weakncis, 
helve taken the management of our hope~ and 
fears, and direCted them fa as to fuit their own pur­
pofe's; and emancipation from tk fp,lr of death 
i~ declared to be -the greateR of all dclivcranc.ts. 
O~leI1:ions are put to the candidate, tending to 
difcoyer whether and how tlr he may be trulled, 
and what facrifices he is willing to make In 

fearch after truth. 
This fhape given to the plaflic myflerics of 

Mafonry ~as much relilhed, and in a very {hort 
time this new path \\>a~ completely explored, and 
a new feries of degrees \\"'s added to tl1t lift, viz .. 
the NO'LICe, and the EN; de fa Vertt.;, and the Su5-

D 3 Ii!,' 
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lime Philofophc. In the progre[b through thef\! 
degrees, the Brethren muft forgel that they have 
formerly been Chevalicrs de rOdent, Chc'1.'aiters 
de I'Atgle, when the fymbols were all explained 
as typical of the life and immortality brought to 
light by the gofpe!. Indeed they are taught to 
cIafs this among the other clouds which have 
been difpelled by the fun of rea[on. Even in the 
Chevalcrie de l' Alglc there is a twnfold explana­
tion given of the fymbols, by which a lively ima­
gination may conceive the whole hi!l:ory and pe­
culiar doctrines of rhe New Tefiament, a~ being 
typical of the final triumph of reafon alJd philo­

fophy over error. And perhaps this degree is 
the very filfi fiep in the plan of lLLulI1lN1'.TION. 

\Ve are not to fuppafe that thi~ was carried to 

extremity at once. But it is certain, that b,;fOlc 
1743, it had become univcrfal, and that the 
Lodges of Free Mafons had become the place~ for 
making profdytes to c,'cry fi:rani;c and olmoxiou<.; 

doEtrine. Theurgy, CqfmogollY, C,:Il',da, and many 
whiml1cal and 01) fl.ical doC1n:1c~ which have been 
grafted on the difiinguifhing tenets and the pure 
morality of the Jews and ChrifiiJns, were fub. 
jecrs of .frequent difcuffion in the Lodges. TlJe 
celebrated Chevalier R<lnlfay had a great {hare ill 
aU this bufillefs. Aflccrionatcly attached to the 
family of.5tuart, and to hib native country, he had 
co-operated heartIly with thofe whl} endeavoured 
to c~ploy ,l\;Iafonry in the&.nicc of the Pre ten-

Coer, 
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del", and, availing himfelf of the pre-eminence 
given (at firfi perhaps as a courtly compliment) to 
Scotch Mafonry, he laboured to 1how that it ex .. 
ifted, and indeed arofe, during the CI ufades, and 
thattherereallywaseitherallorderofchivalrywhofe 
bufinefs it was to rebuild the Chrifii.m churche~ 
deftroyed by the Saracens, or that a fraternity of 
Scotch Mafons were thus employed in the e1ft, 
under the protection of tIle Knights of St. John 
-of Jerufalem. He found fame faas "hich were 
thought fufficient graun"ds tor iuch an oplIlion, 
fuch al> the building of the college of there Knights 
in London, called the Temple, which was aCtu. 
ally done by the public Fraternity of Mafons 
\V ho had been in the holy wars. It is chie£y to 
him that we are indebted for that rage for Malonic 
chivalry whirh dillinguiIhes the French Free Mao 
fonry. Ramfay was as eminent for hIS piety as he 
was for his enthufiafm; but his opinions were fin. 
gular. His eminent learning, his elegant talents, 
his amiable charafter, and particularly his eftllna. 
tion at court, gave great influence to every thing 
he faid on a fubject which was merely a matter of 
fd1hion and amufement. V\Thoevt.:r has attended 
much to human affairs, knows the eagernefs with 
\\ hich men plopagate all fingular opinions, and 
the delight which attends their favourable recep­
tion. None are mr)re zealous thdn the apofiles 
of infidelity and atheih.~. It iii iI' llUqlan nature 
to catch with gl etdinefs any 0ppOI tunity of doing 
what lies under geI\fral refiraint. An~ if our 

D 4 ,apprc· 
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apprehenfiom ure not complf'tti} quieted, in a 

cafe where our withes read n~ fircngly to fome fa­
vourite but hazardous obJect, we are cLlll[cio~.s of 
a kind of feli-bull ying. This naturally gets into 

our difcourfe, and in our eagerncfs to get the en. 
CaUl <lgement of Joint adventuren, we enforce our 
tenets with an energy, and even a v;olence, that 

is very inconfiil:ent with the fubJecr in hand. If I 
am an Atheiil:, and my neighbot.:r a theW:, there 
is furely nothing that fhould make me ,iolent in 
my endeavours to rid HIm of his error. Yet how 
violent were the people of thi::. party ill France! 

Thefe faas and e,bfervations fnll y account for 
the zeal with which all this patch-work 'l.ddition 
to the fimple Free Mafonry of England \\ as pro­
fecuted in France. It fm prifes m Britom, who 
are accuil:omed to confider the whole as a m;jttel" 

of amufement for young men, who are glad of 
any prett-xt for indulginb in conviviality. \Ve 
generally confid~r a man adva~eed in life w:th 
!efs refpeCl:, if he {how::. any fcriom attachment 
to fuch thirgs. But in Fr~l1cc, the ci\ a and re­
ligious reftraiats on coun'l ialinn nude thefe fe­
crt:t .dlllnblies very P](:U(lU~; .md they were 

much fl equentcd by men of letters, who therc 
found an opportunity of o .. prefimg in fdfety th(;ir 
diff.ttisfaaion with thofe refl.:r dint ~, and \\ ith that 
inferi,)riry ot rar.k and condition, to which thc} 
were fubjeC1ed, and wh;ch appeared to them­
fein.s fo inadcql.atc to thl.ir 0,\)J. t~tlwts dUU merits. 

8 1 he 
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The A'vocats au ParlcJlleJlt, the unbcneficed Ab. 
bes, the young men of 1lP fortune, and the fli­
difan! philofophers, formed a numerous band, 
frequented the Lodges, and there difcu~ed every 
topic of religion and politics. Sp~cill1ens of this 
occupation appeared from time to time in Collec­
tions of Difcourfes delIvered by the Frerc Oratcur. 

I once had in my poffeffion two Voluules of thcfe 
difcourfes, \~ IllC)l I now re~ret that I left in a 
Lodge on the cO!ltinwt, when my relifh for Free 

l\1,lfonry had forfdken r1~. flne of thefe is a dif­
courfe by blotL,x RL ~inet, delivcled in the Loge 
ekr C/xw!m:r BIUifil:l?;;/r de i..'? SOlldt' CIte at 
Lyons, at a vifitatioJl by th(. GnllJ Maner the­
Dile de Chartres, aftel wards Orlea'?s and Fgaltf~. 
In thig difcourfe we have the germ and fubitance 
of his noted work, La N<I/'Ire, all l' H'Jmme maal 
ct p~JY.fi17te *. In another difcourfe, delivered by 
11, other Cundorcet in the Loge du Plu/{lletlILJ at 
Stl aibuurg, we have the (}lltlines of his po£[­
humaus work, l.c Progres de l' EJPnt IIl/flltllli ; :1 nd 
in another, delivered by Mlrabeau In the Loge de; 
Cheval/cn Bmljt/val/!s at P dris, we hayc a great 
deal of thc levelling pI inciples, and eO[l11opoJi­

tifm t, which he thundered from the tlibunes 

'" And I may add the ~''ifl,mi! de la Nature of D1Jrrot, 
\) ho corrdted the crude whuns of RulJlI1(.t by th~ 1ll0l e Ie­

fin-:,] mechanifm of l-{,\,dlY. 

t Citneniliip of the W (, .IJ; from the Gret.k words (' uJ-
1110., wo.ld, ana P"lll, a city. 

of 
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of the National Affembly. But tne moil: remark­
able performances of tTlis kind are, the Arcblves 
Mxfttcf)-Hermetlqucs, and the Des Errcurs, ct d~ 
fa Verite. The £1 ft is confidered as an account, 
hillori<:al and dogmatical, of the procedure and 
fyftem of the Loge dCf C/;c"7)afterJ BmifatJants at 
Lyons. This wa~ the moIl zealou& and fyficma­
tical of all the cofmopolitical Lodges in France. 
It worked long under the patrona;.;c of its Grand 
Mafter the Due de C1;artrCi, afterwards Orleans, 
and at laft Ph. Egaltte. 'It fent out man;, affiliated 
Lodges, which were erected in various parts 
vf the French dominions. The (bughter Lodges 
at Paris, Strafbourg, Lille, Thouloufe, took the 
adrlitional t;tle of P/'''d!ct/'CS. There arofe fome 
fchums, as may be cxpdlcd, ill an Affociation 
where every maIl is encouraged to broach dud to 
propagate any the moO: ungular opinion. Thefe 
fchifms were continued with fome heat, but wue 
in a great meafure repain:d in Lodges which 
took the name of A1l1is reums de fa rente. One 
of this denomination at Paris became yery emi­
nent. The mother Lodge at Lyons extt:nded its 
correfpondcnce into Germany, and other foreign 
countries, and fent conflitutions or fyflems, by 
which the Lodges conducted their orcrations. 

I have not been able to trace the fieps by 
which this Lodge acquired fuch an .afcendancy ; 
but I fec, that in 1769 and 1770, all the refined 

or 
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or philofophical Lodges in Alface and Lorraine 
united, and in a convention at Lyons, formally 
put themfelves under the patronage of this Lodge,. 
cultivated a continual correfponJence, and cou· 
fidered themfelves as profeffing one Nlafonic 
Faith, fufficiently diftinguifhable from that of 
other Lodges. What this was we do not very 
diftinB:ly kllO\V. We can only infer it from fome , 
hiftorical circumftances. One of its favourite 

daughters, the Lodge TLcpdcr- 'von dcr gulen Rath~ 
at Munich, became fo remarkable for difcourfes 
dangerous to church and ftate~ that the Elc&or 
of Bavaria, after repeated admonitions during 
a courfe of five or fix years, was obliged to 

fupprefs it 111 1786. Another of its futTragan 
Lodges at Regenfburgh became exceeding-Iy 
obnoxious to the flate, and occafioned feverc:ll 
commotiuns and infurreChons. Another, at 
Paris, gradually refined illtc the)acobin cIub­
And in the yeal 179 T, the Lodges in Al[acl' and 
Lorr.une, with thofe of Spire and 'Vorms, invited 
Cuftine into Germany, and delivered Mentz into 
his hands. 

When we refleCt on there hiftorical faCts, we 
get fome key to the better underftanding of the 
two performances which I mentioned as de­
fcriptive of the opinions and occupations of t~ 
SeCt of Fr,te Md[ons. The Arcbl1JCs M vli/co­
firrn/(tiqucs exhibit ,1 very firange ·mixt~re of 

Myfiicifni, 
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MyfHcifm, Theofophy, Cabctlil1ic wh;m, real Sci­
ence, F.maticifm, and Freethinking, both in re­
ligion and politics. They muft not be e,mfidered 
as an account, of any fettled fyftem, bllt rather 
as annals of the proceedings of the Lr.dge, and 
abftracrs of the ftrange docrrines \\iluh'made 
their fnccdIivc appearance in it. But if an in­
telligent and cautious reader examme them at­
tentively, he will fee, that the book j" thE. work 
of one hand, and that all the ,,,onders and ooditicf. 

are caricatured, fa a:; to cngrofs the gent-ral 

attention, while they alfo art: hvillcd a llltle, 
fo that in one way or another they accord v.ith a 

general fpirit of liccn(ioufncf~ in mordls, rchgio,l, 
and politics. Although every thing is cxprcffed 
decently, and with fome c:mtion and moderation, 
atheifm, materialifm, and difcontent with ci, if 
fubordination, pervade the 'whole. It is ~ ,vorIc 

of great an. By keeping the ridicule and the 
danger of fuperfrition and ignorance continually 
~n "iew, the minu is captivated by the relief 
which free inquiry and communicatioll of fcnti. 
ment [eerns to fenne, and we arc put off our 
guard againft the rifk of dclufion, to which we 

are expofed when our judgment j" warped by 
our paffions. 

The other book, " Des Erteurs et de la Ve. 

rite," came from the fame fchool, and is a fort 

of holy fCi.ipture, or at lean. a TalhlUd among 
the 
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the Free Mafons of Fl,~nce. It i~ intended only 
for the initi.lted, and i~ indeed a myllery to any 
other reader. But a:, the o1>J(£\: of it was to 
[pread the Idvourit..: opllliol13 of fl1D1e enthuflallic 
Brethren, every thing is [ailt that does not di. 
realy betray the fends of th' Oruer. It con. 
tains a fyflem of Thcofophy that has often ap. 
peared in the writinp of p~lllojophers, both in 
ancient and modt'111 till1L~. "All the intclli. 
" glnce and mor:ll fe:ltil1lcnt th<1t appears in the 
" univerfc, eIther dircltly, ,1.S in the minJs of 
" men, or indirc.J:ly, as dn infc:rence from the 
~, marks of ddign that \\>c fee around us, fame 

H of which iliow us that men have atted, and 
" many more that fome other intelligence has 
" acted, arce confidcred as pa1 t3 ur portions of 
" a general mars of intellIgence which exiIl:. in 
" the univerfe, jn the f.'llne manner as nJ:1trer 
" exiib in il. This intelligence has an in[cru­
" table conneCtion with the U1atprial pJrt of the • 
" univerfe, perhaps rerembling the cOIlHccrion, 
" equally unfearchabk, that fubfilts between 
" the mind and body of man; anJ it may be 
" confidered as the S()ul of fIx FV()Nd. It is this 
" fubfiancc, the natural object of wonder and 
" refpeCt, that men have caBed God, and have 
U made the objeCt of religious wOllhip. In do­
" ing fo they have fallen into grofs miflakes, and 
" have crea'ted for l!1.emfdves numberlef.~ un-

" founded 
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" founded hopes and fears, which have been the 
" fouree of fuperftition and fanaticifm, the moa 
,~ deftruCtive plagues that have ever affliCted the 
'" human race. The Soul of Man is feplrated 
" from the general mafs of intelligenc:e by fame 
" of the operations of nature, whieh we fhall ne­
" ver underftand, jufl: .. l> water is T.lifed fl'om 
'c the ground by evaporation, or taken up by the 
" root of a plant. And as the water, after an 
" unfearchable train of changes, in which it 
c;, fometimes makes part of a flower, fometimes 
" part of an animal, &c. is at laft reunited, in 
,,~ its origin.d iorm~ tc tbe great mars of waters, 
" ready to run over the fame cilde again; [0 

" the Soul of Man, after perfonnir.g its olEce, 
" and exhibiting all that train of intellectual phe­
" nomena that we call human life, is at laO: 
" [wallowed up in the great ocean of intel!i. 
"genee." The author then may ling 

" F dix qui ,potuit rerum cogn()fcere caufas, 
" Atllue metus omnes et inexorabile fatum 

"Subjecit pedibus, ftrepitumque Acherontis 
" avan." 

For he has now got to his afylum. This deity 
of his may be the object of wonder, like every 
thing great and incomprehenfible, but not of 
worfuip, as the moral Governor of the univerfe. 
The hope~ are at an end, which rell on our no· 

" tions 
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tions of the immortality and individllality of the 
human foul, and on the encourp.gement which 
religion holds forth to believe, that improvement 
of th'mind in the courfe of this life, by the 
exercife of wifdom and of virtuous difpofitions, 
i~ but the beginning of an endlefs progrefs in all 
that can give delight to the rational and weIl-dif­
pored mind. No relation now fubfifrs between 
man and Deity th:lt can warm the heart. But, as 
this is contrary to fome natural propenfity in the 
]1Uman mind, \\'hich in ali ages and nations has 
ranted after fome connection with Dt:ity, the au. 
thor ihives to avail himfelf of forne cold princi. 
pIes of fymmetry in the works of Nature, fome 
ill-fupported notions of propriety, an~ other 
ruch confiderations, to make this anima mundi 
an objea of love and refpea. This is done in 
greater detail in another work, 'rableau des rap· 
ports entre I' Homme, Dteu, et rUntvers, which is 
undoubtedly by the fame hand But the intdli­
gent reader will feadily fee, that fuch inwngTll­
ous things cannot be reconciled, and that we can 
expea nothing here but fophifb-y. The aQthor 
proceeds, in the next place, to confider man as 
related to man, and to trace out the path to 
happinefs in this life. Here we have the fame 
overftrained mOlality as in the other work, 
the fame univerfal benevolence, the fame la­
mentations Clver the miferable ftate .of man· 

kind, 
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kind, rcfulting from the opprdIion (If the power­
fill, the great ones of the earth, who have com­
bined againfl: the happinefs cf mankinJ, afll1J.vc 
fucceeded, by debafmg their mi11Js, fo that they 
have become \\ llling flave,. 1'1118 could nOt have 
been brought about witho.ll the a(fl~ldnce of fu­
perflition. But tLl. princes of this world enlifled 
into their fen icc the prieH:s, who ex(;lteJ thel11-
felves in dark cning tl~e undl.l iianJings of men, 

and filled theIr mind:; w,th rehglou~ terrors. 
The altar beC8!!lt' the clud pillu.r 01 the ,hrone, 
and men v,erc hdci in cOlllplete iLlbjcCl:lOll No­
thing can recover them from ,hi:, abJdl fLlte but 
knowledge. "\Vhile tLi~ di~)cI:., theil fears, it \\Ill 
alfo £how thera their right~, ,md the way to at­
tain them. 

It lkfcryes p,micularly to be remarked, th.1t 
thi~ f) {tun ,,1' opinions (If fuch an inconfiflellt 
mal-; vi ,,{rerli0~lS on D-.! c:llltli a fyIh:m) bears 
a great rcJenloLLmcc to a p"::liunnance of 1'0-
hmd's, publifhed in 1720, called Pallt/J{!/hcon, 
feu Cold'ratlo Sodafttll SecraMC/o It is an account 
of the principles of a Fraternity which he calls 
Socratica, and the nroth~r:, Panthcifhe. They 
are fuppofcd to hold a Lodge., and the author 
gives a ritual of the procedure in thi:, Lod;,:;e; the 
(.eremonics of opening and {hutting ,)f the Lodge, 
the aumiilion of Members into it~ diiftrent de­
brees, &c. Reafon is the Sun that illuminates the 

whole 
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'\\rholt:, and Liberty and Equality are the objects 
of their occupations. 

We {hall fee aftenvards that this book was 
fondly 'Pulhed into Germany, tranflated, com .. 
mented upon, and 10 mifrepreft"nted, as to call 
off the attention from the real fpirit of the book, 
which is intentionally wrapped up in cabala and 
enigma. Mirabeau was at much pains to pro~ 
cure it notice; and it mufl: therefore be con~ 

fidered as a trea[urc of the cofmo-political opi­
nions of the Aifociation of C hevafrcrs BlClzJalJants, 
Phtla/cthcs, and AI/lis Reunrs, who were called 
the unproved Lodges, working under the D. de 

Chartres-of thefe there were 266 in 1784. 
This will be found a very important remark. 
Let it alfo be recollected afterwards, th,1t this 

Lodge of Lyons fent a deputy to a grand Con~ 
""ention in Germany in 1772, viz. Mr. \iVIller~ 
mooz, anJ that the bufinefs was thought of fuch 
importance, that he remained there two years. 

The book Des l;rreurs et de fa Vent:, lJ;u{l­

therefore be confidered as a claiIical book of 
thefe opinions. We know that it originated in 
the Loge des Cbev. BlClifaifants at Lyons. \Ve 
know that this Lodge frood as it were at th~ 
head of French Free Mafonry, and that the fiCti­
tious Order of Mafoni.: Knights Templars was 
formed in this Lodgp , and was confidered as the 
model of all the rell of this mWllC ohivalry. 

i They 
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They procerJed fo far in thi~ rr'~mllnery, as even 
to have the clerical tonfure. The Duke of Or­
leans, his fon, the Eleaor of B.lVaria, and fome 
other German Princes, did not fcruple at this 
mummery in their own perfons. In aU the Lodgeq 
of reception, the Brother Orator never failed to 
declaim on the topics of fuperftition, blind to 
the exhiLition he was then making, or indiffer­
ent as to the vile hypocrify i)f it. \Ve have, in the 
lifts of Oraton) anJ Of[;ce-bcdren, m<'ny Ildrnes of 
Ferfons, who have had an opportunity at lafl: of 
procLlimiDg their fLlltil11cnh in public. The 
Abbe Sieycs \\as of 1

1
1e lodge of Philalethes at 

P'uis, and <Illo at I yons. LCqlllllio, author of 
the nlO[~ pro !ligate bod: that eycr di(~Taced a 

prcf~, the Pr]ugl'r '1'<lllZrus par /,l Ra!fol, \\;]<., 

vVarden in the Lodge COlhiJ(lllc Saczale. Dtf· 
premenil, Bailly, Fauchet, Maury, Mounier, 
were of the fame fyfl:em, though in different 
Lodge". They ",ere called .1\,Idrtinifl:~, from a 
St. l\tttrlin, who formed a fchifrn in the fyftem 
of the CUe c'alters Bn"ifm/ants, of ",hich we have 
not any vel y precife account. Mercier gives 
fome account of it in }lis '1ab!cau de Parts, and 
in his Anne 2440. The breach alarmed the 
Brethren, and oCC.llloned great heats. But it 
WJ:-. healed, and the Fraternity took the name 
ot Mrfil du Rt:nIS, which is an anagram of des 
Amis R1::zwfs. The Bifuop of Autun, the man fo 

bepraifed 
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bepraifed as the benevolent Citizen of the 
W orId, thl" friend of mankind and of good or­
der, wa& Senior Warden of another Lodge at Pa­
ris, efiablillied in 1786, (1 tLink chiefly by Or­
leans and himfelf,) which aften.ards became the 
Jacobin Club. In lliOl t, we may aifert witl1 con .. 
fldence, that the Maron Ludges in France were 
the hot-beds, where the feeds \\ere fown, and ten. 
derly reared, of all the pernicious doEtrines which 
foon after choaked every moral or religious culti­
vation, <lnd have made the Society worfe than a 
waite, have made it a nOlfome marfh of human 
corruption, filled with every rank and poifonous 
weed. 

Thefe Lodges were frequented by perfons of 
all ranks, and of every prolclIion. The iJle and 
the frivolous found amufement, and glittering 
things to tickle their fatiated fancies. There they 
became the dupes of the declamations of the 
crafty and licentious Abbes, alld vrriters of every 
denomination. ~utual encouragement in thp. 

indulgence of hazardous thoughts and opi­
nions which flatter our willies or propenfities 
is a lure which few minus can lcflfl:. 1 believe 
that 1110£1 men have felt this in fame period of 
their Ii res. I can find no other Wily of accounting 
for the company that 1 have iorm;times ften in a 
MafonLodge. The Lodge de III PmfaIle Intelligence 
at Liege contained, ir. December 177 o,she Prince 

l: 2 Bifhop, 
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Bifhop, and the greatefi: part of this Chapter, and 
all the Office-bearers were dignitaries of the 
church; yet a difcourfe given by the Brother 
Orator was as poignant a fatire on-fuperflition 
and credulity, as if it had been written by Vol­
taire. It wa~ under the aufpices of this Lodge 
that the colleCtion of difcourfcs, which I men­
tioned above, was publithed, and there is no fault 
found with Brother Robinet, nor Brother Con­
dorcet. Indeed the Trefoncier~ of Liege were 
proverbial, even in Brd.bant, for their Evicurifm 
in the mof[ extenfive fer.fe of the word. 

Thus was corruption fpread over the kingdom 
under the mafk of moral inftruClion. Fa. thefe 
difcourfes were full of the moft refined and 
ftrained morality, and florid paintings of Uto­
pian felicity, in a ftate where all are Brother;, 
and citizens of the world. But alas I thefe wire. 
drawn principles feern to have had little influen~ 
on the hearts, even of thofe who could heft difpla~ 
their beauties. Read the tragedies of Voltaire, 
and fome of his grave performances in profe­
What man is there who feems better to know 
his Mafter's will? N a man expreffes with more 
propriety, with more exaCtnefs, the feelings of 
Q good mind. No man feems more fenfible of 
the immutable oblig.ltion of Jufiice anJ of truth. 
Y tt this man, in his tranfaCtions with hiE' book­
fellers, with the very men to whom he was im-

8 mediately 
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mediately indebted for his affi'Jence and his fame, 
was repeatedly, nay incdLmtly, ..guIlty of the 
meandt, the vi!efi tricks. When he iold a work 
for an enormous price to one bookfeller, (even to 

Cramer, whom he really refpecttJ,) he took care 

that a furreptitious edition ihould dppear in Hol­
land, almofl at the fame moment. Proof-theets 

have been traced from Ferney to Amfl:erdam. 
When a rrieml of Cramer's expoflulatcd with 
Voltaire on the injuftire of this conduct, he faid. 
grinning-, Db! Ie bOll Crama-eb blC7Z-rI n'a que 
d' are du partl-he may take a flure-he will not 

give me a livre the lefs for tt:e firft piere I of. 
fer him. Where !hall we fee more tenuernef.<;, 
more honour, more love of l:\'l.ry thing that is 
good and fair. than in Diderot's Perc de Rllm!! ? 
- Yet thi" man did not [cruple to fell to the EI~l­
prefs of Ruwa an immenfe library, which he dId 
not poffefs, for an enormous pnce, havin8: f',)t 
her promife that it fhouJd r ~ITIain in his polfe!: 

fion in Paris d~ring his life. 'iVhen her <.llnhaf. 
fador wanted to fee it, after a year or two's pay­
ments, and the vifitation could be no longe.! 
ftaved ofT, Diderot was obliged to fet off in a 
hurr)', and run through all the bookfdlers' fhOp3 
in Germany, to help hm1 to fill h:<; empty {helves. 
He had the good fortufw :u "fh"ranCf'S--

but the trick took air, beL;!,", he : ~. J. hig-
~ardly in his attentiol! to the ,,[,: ,\fLtlor'}- f, cre-

E3 tari· 



54 THE SCHISMS IN CHAP. I. 

tar),. This, however did not hinder him from 
honouring Ius Imperial pupil wi~h a vifit. He ex· 
peered adoration as tht: light of the worlJ, and 
was indeed received by the RufIr::m courtiers with 
ml the childifh fondnefs that they fcel [v1 every 
Pariuan mode. But they did not underfl:and 
him, and as he did not lIke to lofe money at 
play, they did not long court his company. He 
found his pupil too clearfighted. Ccs plJdrjuphcs, 
faid flle,jollt beaux, vus de 10m; mms de plus pres, 
Ie d,amallt parait cr)jlal. He had contrived a 
poor fiory, by""hich he hoped to get his daugh­
ter married ill para,ie, and portioned by her Ma­
jefl:y-but it was fem through, and he was dif­
appointed. 

When we fee thc inefficacy of this refined hu­
manity on thefe 1\vo apofHes of philofophical vir­
tuc, we fet: ground for doubting of t hc propl ll!l y 
and expediency of trufting entn-ely to it for the 
peace and happincfs of a fiate, and wc iliou:d 
be on our guard \\ hen \\ c Iiftch to the {lori(l 
fpecchcs of the Brother Orator, and hIS congra­
tulatir)llS on the clllJl1cipat ion from fuperfiition 
and 0pPl eiIion, which WIll in a {hart time be 
effeeruated by the C;'L"l'l7/tcrs Btenflliflmts, the 
Phdalethc.r, or <my other fea of colmo-political 
Brethren. 

I llo not mean by all this to maintfJin, tha.t 
the Mafon LodC)e3 w(,;!re the fvle corrupters of 

th~ 
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the public mind in France.-No.-In all n~tions 
that have made much progrefs in cultivation, 
there is a gre,lt tet1d"ncy to corruption, and it 
requires all the vigIlance and exertions of ma­
gifhates, and of mor.llmfl:ruu:ors, to prev<>nt the 
fpreading of licentious principles ;mu m.lxims ,)f 
conduCt. They arife naturaII) of themfelves, as 
weeds in a rich foil; and, hke ''''ecds, they are 
pernicious, only bcc:w[c they arc, where they 
fhould not be, in a wltl\ ated held. Vir! ue is the 

cultivation of the human foul, ... nd not the mere 

poffeffion of good dlfpofitions; all men have thde 
in fome degree, and occafionally exhibit thel11. 
But virtue fuppofes exertion; and, as the hui:' 

bandman muft be incited to hi~ laborious tafk by 

fame cogent motive, fa mufl: m,m be prompted 
10 that exertion which i, neccf[ary all the part of 

every individual for the very cAiftenLe of J. great 
fociety: for man i~ indolent, and he is luxu­

rious; he wi{he~ for enJoy ment, and this WIth 

little trouble. The lefs fortunate envy the LllJOY­
mcnts of others, and repine at their own in­

ability to obtain the uke. They fec the idle in 
affiuenre. Few, even of good lllt:ll, have the C.ln· 
Jour, nay, I may c.lll it the wir~om, to think on 
t he actiVity and th~ ldbour \\ hich hall proeUl ,:d 

thofe comfort!> to the Lch or to their "11Lt:r.' -, ; 

and to believe that the)' are i~lle only IJeca'tlt.. they 

are we:i.lthy, but would be aChve if Liley were 

I 4 neeoy. 
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needy. Sach fpomaneous rct1tClions cannot be 
expected in perfons who ar.: engaged in u~ceafing 
labour, to procure a Vl.l y moderate {hare (in 
their efl:imation at leall) of the comfotts of 
life. Yet fuch refiectiom WOll [d, in the mL' !n, be 

juft, and furely they would gr _dtly tend to quiet 
the minds of the unf'lccefsfuI. 

This excellent purpofe may be greatly for­
warded by a national eftablifhment for moral in­
ftruB:ion and admonition; and if the public in­
ftruB:ors fuoulJ add all the motives to virtuous 
moderation which art' fuggcHcd by ttle confider­
ations of genuine rehgion, every advice would 
have a tentold influence. Religious and moral 

infirt.Etions are therefore, in thc;:ir own nature, 
unequivocal fupports to that moderJ.te e .... ertlOn 
of the authority arifing from ciVIl fubOldination, 
which the mofl: refined phil.mthrupil1: or cGfmo­
polite acknowltdge~ to be neceffary fvI the vcy 
eXlflence of a gr.;at and cultivated fociety. 1 
have never fcen a ichemc ot Utopian happinefs 
that r'icl not contain fomf' i) ftem of education, 
and I cann0t cvnceive any f} flem of educdtion of 
whlC-h moral mflrucrion is not a principal part. 
Such efiJLlifl1llLnts ale ditbtes 01 nature, and 
obtrude lhemfelvts OIl (he mind of f" cry perfon 
who begins tG form plans of chil umon. And in 
all e2l.ifli.:lg [ocicties tl,'L) have indf'cd bttn form­
ed, and al e c.unf.J.ered a~ Lhe gre<ltdl rorrecror 

and 
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and foother of thofe difcontents that are unavoid. 
able in the minds of the L. nfllccef~ful and the un­
fortunate. The m:l;~;{lr.lte) therefore, where pro­

fefiional habits lead hUll frcql1wtly toeX('rt hlmfelf 
for the maintenanc of publIc peacf)('al11lc', but fe~ 
the advantage), of 'l1ch Hated rememhrancers of 
our duty. He will therefore.:: L1rport and cheriflt 
thi~ public db Hiibmcnt, \'d •• ' '. !o evidently affifts 
him in hi& bcr.d'c, nt dnd lei' ortant labours. 

But elll thl <;:\1!, ,Ii foc: du not fprmg from 
the difcontentc, .lnci the \lCes ('[ the poor. The 
rich come in for a tlrgl anll a conJr.CllrJl1S {tare. 

They frequently ctbufe th~ir :td\ anta~('s. Pride 

ar.d hau6hty behaviour on theIr part rankle in 
the breafts, :md afl'cd the te·fnper~ of their infe­
riors, already fretted by the h,mllhips of their 

own condition. The rich alfo are luxurious; 
anti are ,.,[tcn needy. Gr.,' ping at every mc,Ul of 
-gtatification, they are inattentive to the ribh'~ of 
inferiors whom W1ey defpife, and, (lcfpifing, np­
prefs. Perhaps their own fuperionty ha" beeh 
acquired by injufiice. Perhaps molt fovereign­
ties have been acquired by opprdIion. Princes 
and R ulcrs are but men j as fuch, they abufe many 
of their greatefl: bleilings. Obferving that relIgious 
hopes make the good refigned under the hard­

iliips of the prefent fcene, and that its terrors 
frequently reftram tt," bad j they avaIl themfe1vu; 
of there obfervations, and [uppoet rdiglOIl as an 

engUle 
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t::uglne oHl:at<:!, and a mean of tl-eir own fecurity. 
But they are not cont ~llted ,\ itll its real advan­
tages ; and they are much more afraid uf the re­

fentment and the cril11e~ of rhe oilenJeJ profligate, 
!han of the murmurs at the i llffering worthy. 
Thereforc they encour.lge fupcrfbtion, and caU 
to their aid the VICCS of the prieflhood. The priefis 

are men of like pafiiol1s 2S other Olen, and it is 
no ground of peculiar blalJlc that they alfo fre­

quently yidd to the temptatioll'l 0f tht-ir fitucltion. 
They are encour.lgc,l to the indulgence of tht 

love of mfluence nal U1 al to all men, alld they heap 
terror upon terror, to fubdue the minds at men, 
and darken their underfialldings. Thus, the mofl: 
llOnourable of all employmellt~, the mordl ill­

frruaion of the flite, is degraded to cl vile' rade, 

and is pldCtifed with all the decei.t and rapcity 
cf any other trade; and n_h,,-,;ion, from being 

the honour and tilt: fafegu.lrd of a nation, be­

comes its greatdl uifgr,lCc and .,eurfe. 
·When a nation ha& f.dlcn into this lamentable 

ftate, it i~ eXlremcl y diflleult to reform. Al­

though nothing would fo immediately and fo 
completely remove all ground of complJ.int, as the 

re-ell:abh!hing prii' .1te virtuC', this is of all others 
the leafllikcly to be aJ()~)tld. The really worthy, 
who fee the ml[chief W11l'1 e it aaU.lUl, i~, but who 

view this life as the [chool of improvement, and 

know th'lt man is to be mad..: IJlrftCl: throubh 

fuHcrillS, 
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fuffering, are the lafl:: perfons to complail1. The 
worthlt;E; are the moli dlfcontented, the moft 

uoify in their compLunts, and the leafl:: lcrupulous 
about the means of redrcfs. Not to improve the 
nation, but to ad\'ancc themfelves, they turn the 
attention to the abufu; of power and influence. 
And they begin their attack where they think 
the place mofl: defencelef», and \\ here perhaps 
they expeC\: ailifbncc from a difcontented garrifon. 
Thl y attack fuperflition, and a1 e not at a!l folici­
tous that true religion ihall not f'lffer along with 
it. It is not, perhaps, with any direCt intention to 
ruin the 1tate, but merely to obtain indulgenc.e for 
thtmfelves and the co-operation of the wealthy. 
They expect to be hfiened to by many who willi 
for the fame indulgence; and thus it is that reli­
gious free-thinking is generally the fidt flep of 
anarchy and revolution. For in a corrupted flate, 
perfons of all ranks havethe fame hcentiouswifhcs, 
and if fuperflitiC'us. fcar be really an ingredient 
of the human mind, it requires fame Jlrllgg!t to 
{hake it off. Nothing is fo effd1ual as mUlu.11 en­
couragement, and therefore all Jam agdinft priefi­
craft; even the rulers forget their interefl:, which 
{houlJ lead them to fupport it. In fuch a fiate, 
the pure morality of true religion \' duiihes from 
the fight. There is commonly no remains of it 
in the religion of th.: nation, and therefore all 
goes tog.;ther. 

Perhaps 
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Perh3p~ there hever was a nation where all 
thefe co-operating caufes kd acquired greater 
ftrength than in France. Oppreilions ('If ail kinds 
'Were at a height. The luxuries of life were en­
joyed exclufively by the upper claifes, and this 111 

the higheft de;:ree of refinem :nt ; fo that the de­
fires of the refl: were whetted to the utmofl:. 
tven religion arpeared in an unwelcome form, 
and feemed chiefly calculated for procuring efta­
blifhments for the younger fons of infolcnt and 
ufelefs nobility. For numbers of men of letters 
were excluded, by their birth, from all hopes of 
advancement to the higher fiations in the church. 
Thefe men frequently vented their difwntents by 
fecretly Joining the laics in their bitter fJtircs on 
fncb in the higher orders of the clergy. as had 
fcandaloufly de~arted from the purity and fim­
plicity of manners which Chnfbanity enjoins. 
Such examples were not unfrequent, and none 
"''"as fpared in thofe bitter i'lvecrives. ReI:gion 
fuffered, and its defences were too feeble when 
not fupported by the blame1efs lives of its lead~ 
ers. The faith of the nation was fhaken; and 
when, in a few infiances, a worthy Cure uttered 
the fmall !till voice of true religion, it was not 
heard amidfi: the general noife of fCltire and re­
proach. The mifcondu8: of adr>linifiration, and 
the abufc of the public treafures, weri every day 

growmg 
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gtnwing more impudent and ghring, anJ expofed 

the government to ccminual criticifm. But it 
was fiill too pm\ erfu [ to fuffer this to proceed to 
extremitie~; v. hile therefore in fidelity and 1001c 
lentiments of mOl alit~, paffl'll unpunifllcd. it W.l~ 
{lIll very haz,uliou,> to publifh any thing .lb,unfl: 
the fiat2. It W,lS in thil> rl'ij'l"a chieJly, thJr the 

Mafon Loci ~~e, cont'..ibuted to the difiemination of 
dangerou~ npiniom, d lJ they were empl(,yed for 
this purpofc all <weI the killgdom. This ii> not an 
aifertiull hazard, II merdy on al'count of it~ pro~ 

babiht),. Abundant proof \\ill appear by and b}, 
that the molt turbulent charaCt..:rs in tlJC ll.ltion 

frequented the Ludge". Vie cannot doubt, bllt 
that ur(1t-r tbis coverL they il1dulgcJ their L,ctlOUI, 
difpofi(i~'ns; 1l.lY, we tlldll find thE grl:.ttLfl: part 
of the Lodge" of France converted, mthe courk­

of:1 very few weeks, into correfpulldmg polItlc.!l 
1ocietics. 

But it is now time to rurn our eyes to tile P!"f)· 

grefs of Free lV[afonry in Gu-many and the Horth 
of Europe; thu e it tn()k a more [enous turn. 
Free lVlabnry '" as imp<Jrtcd into Germ.lny fome­
what later than into France. The firfl German 
Lodge that we have any account of is that at Co­
logne, e!(~cxed in 1716, but very [oon [upprclfcd. 
Before the yelr 172~ there were many, both in 
Protefl:a:at and Cathohl,. Gelmany. '1'hofc of 

Wetzlar. 
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W etzlar, Frankfort on the ]\/bync, Brunfwick, 
and Hamburg, are the olJefi, tTlU their pliority is 
doubtful. All of them 1 ec.eivcd thlil lllfhtution 
from England, and hau patents [rom a mother 
Lodge in London. All [cern to lnve got the Ill) f­
tery through the [,une chanllel, the b:lI1ifhed 
friends of the StUdxt [,lIndy. Many of thefe 
were CJ.tholics, anJ entereJ into the fervice of 
Auilria and the Catholic plIinces. 

The true hofpitality, th,~t 1<, no "here TIlm e 

confpicuous than in the clnr,lctcl of f he Gel man '. 
made this in111tution a rcofl a~reLJ,blc and ufcfuJ 
paifpOl t to tIH::fc gentlemen, and <13 ma'1Y of them 
were in military {lations, and in galnf'm, they 
found i~ a very eary matter to fet up Lodges in all 
parts of GellH,my. Thefe aiFordeJ J. vcr'l a2,l\.,C­

able p;)fliIllC to the officers, who h,td littlt to oc­
cupy them, and were already ac(ufio:neJ to a 
fubordination "hich did not afieCL their Y J.nity on 
account of Lundy diilinCtions. cAs thc Lllfign lnci 
the Gener.tl WCle equally gentlemcn) the allegory 
or play of llniverfal BJOtherhooJ \X/JS neither 
novel nor difgufling. Free Mafonry "'as then of 
the fimpleft form, confifting of the three degrees 
of Applentice, Fellow-craft, ai1d Mafier. It is 
remarkable, th,lt the Germans had l,<'cn long ac­
cufromeJ to the word, the fign, anJ the gripe of 
the Mafon~, dnd fome other handicraft trade~. In 
Juany p~\rts of Germany there \\ as a dif1:inCtion 

5 of 
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of operative Mafons into 'Vort-Maurers and 
:'chrift-Mnurers. The "Vort-Maurers had no 
other prod' to gl"f' of their having been regul.uly 
brought up to the trade of builders} but the word 
and figns; the Schrift-Maurer:, hdd written in­
denturc& to (hew. There arc extant and in force, 

borough laws) enjoining the l\Iall:ers of Ma[ons to 

give employment to Journeymen who had the 

proper words ~nd fign. In l-¥lrlicular it appears, 

that fome cities Iud murc extenfive privileges in 
this Te[pett than others. fhe word given at 
\Vetzlar, the feat of the great counCI! uf revifion 
for the empire, entitled the poifei1{)r to work over 

the whole empire. 'V c may iufer from the pro. 
ccifes and decifiom in fome of thofe muntt:ipaI 
courts, that a mall:er gave a \\ orJ and token for 

each year's progrcfs ot his apprentice. He gave 
the word of the incorpor.lte.l IIll perial cIty or 

borough on \, hich he depended, and alia a \~ord 
peculiar to him[elf, by whIch ~i!! his own pup;ls 
could recognife ea·ch ('ther. Thi~ mode of ICCOf,"­

nifance was probably the only document of edu­
cation in old times, while writing was confined to 
a very fmall pd.rt cf the community. Wh~n we 
refiecr on the natnre of the German empile, a 
conft:deration of [mall independt:nt {tates, \\e fee 

that this profeffion cannot keep pace with the 
Dther mechanic arts, unkfs its praCtitioners are 
invefted with greater pn, ;(eges than othCliS. Their 

great 
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gn.at works exceed the ih ength of the immediate 
neighbourhood, and the workmen nmft be 
brought togetherfroma dif1:ance. Their aCociatinu 

muft therefore be more C.l, ~J for by the public *. 
When Engh{h Free Mafonry was carried into 

Germany, it wa~ hofpitably received. It re­
quired little effort to five it rcfpcClability, and to 
make it the occupation of a gentleman; and its 
fecrets and myl1eriei were not fuch novelties as in 
Fran<:e. It fpread rapidly, and tbe fimplc tupic 
of Brotherly love was fufficicnt for recommend­
ing it to the honeft and ho[pit~ble Germans. But 
it foon took a very differellt turn. The Gel m.ln 
charaCter is th,~ very oppofitc d flivolity. It tenus 
to fe.rioufncfs, aild requires ferious occupation. 
The GermJ.ns arc emin-..:m for their turn for invef­
ligation; and pC"ihaps they indulge this to excefs. 
We call them plodding dnd dull, becaufe \ve have 
little relifh for inqmry for i ls 0" n fake. But this is 
furdy the occupcltion of a r,ltionat nature, and 
deierves any name but ftupidTty. At the fame 
time it roufl be ackno\',Iedged, that the fplrit of 

inquiry requin:s regulatiun as much as any pro­
penuty of the human mind. But it appears that 
the Germ.ms are not nice in their choice of their 

lJ Note the "Vurt or Gl ufs-Maurer wc!e abo!ifiled by an 
Imperial edH9: in 1731, ,llJd nOlle were u-litIcd to tht pllvi­
kges of the COl pUldtlun but fuch ab could ihow Written in. 
clentures. 

objeCts; 
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obJects; it appears tbat ilngularity and wonder, 
Clno difficulty of refearch, are to them irrdtflible 
recommeudations and incitements. They have 
always exhibited a firon~ predileilion for every 
thing that is wonderful, or folp.mn, or terrible; 
and in fpite of the great progrefs which men 
have made in the courfe of thefe two lafi centu­
ries, in the knov.ledge of nature, a progtefs too 
in which we fhould be very unjuft if we did not 
acknowledge that the Germans have beeh gene .. 
rally in the foremofi ranks, the grofs abfurdities 
of magic, exorcifm, witchLl aft, fortune.telling~ 
tranfmutation of metals, and univerfal medicine; 
have always had their zealom partifans, who 
have lifiened with greedy cars to the nonfdflfe 
and Jargon of fanatics and cheats; and though 
they every day raw examples of many who had 
been fuined Of rendered ridiculous by their c.te­
clulity, every new pretender to fecrets found 
numbers ready to liften to him, and to run over 
the fame courfe. 

Free Mafonry, profeffing myfteries, inflantly 
roufed all thefe people,andtheLodges appeared to 
the adventurers who wanted to profit by the en. 
thufiafm ot the avarice of their dupe~, the fittcfl: 
places ill the v.orld for the [ccne of their opera­
tions. The Rofycrucians were the tirf!: who 
availed themfelves of the opportunity. This was 
not the Society \\hich had appeared formerly 

F und~r 
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under that name, and was now extinCt, but a fet 
of AlchymHls, pretenders to the tranfmutation 
of metals and the univerfal medicine, who, the 
better to inveigle their votaries, had mixed with 
their own tribes a good deal of the abfurd 
fuperfiitions of that feB:, in order to give a 
greater air of my fiery to the whole, to pro­
traB: the time of inftrucrion, and to afford more 
room for evafions, by making fa many difficult 
conditions necdfary for perfeCling the grand 
work, that the unfortunate gull, who had thrown 
away his time and his money, might believe 
that the failure was owing to his own incapacity 
or unfitnefs for being the pofietfor of the grand 
fecret. Thefe cheats found it convcnit:Ilt to make 
Mafonry one of their conditions, and by a fmall 
degree of art, perfuaded their pupils that • hey 
were the only true Mafons. Thefe Rofycruddl1 
Lodges \\-ere [oon efiablifhed, apd became nume­
rous, becaufe their myfl:eries were addreifed, both 
to the curiofity, the fenfualit)lo, and the avarice 
of men. They became a very formidable band, 
adopting the confiitution of the Jefuits, dividing 
the Fraternity into circles, each under the ma­
nagement of its own Superior, known to the 
prefidem, but known to the individuals of the 
Lodges. ThefeSuperiQrs were conneB:ed w~th each 
other in a way known only to themfelves, and 
the whole was under one General. At leaft this 

1 ~ 
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is the ac~ount which they willi to be believed. 
It it be jufl, nothing but the abfurdity of the 
oftenfible motives of their occupations could have 
prevented this combmdtinn from carrying on 
fchemes big with hazard to the peace of the 
world. But the Rofycrucian Lodges ha.ve al­
ways been confidered by other Free Mafons as 
had Societies, and as grofs fchifmatics. This did 
not hinder, ho'vever, their alchymical and me. 
dical feaets from ~eing frequently introduced 
into the Lodges of fimplc Free Mafonry ; and in 
like manner, exorcifm, or ghp/l:-raifing, magic, 
and other grofs fuperfritions, wtre uften held 
(lut in their meetings as attainable myfieries, 
which would be immenfe acquilitions to the Fr~ 
ternity, without any neceffity of admitting along 
with them the religious deliriums of the Rofy­

crUClans. 
In 1743, Baron Hunde, a gentleman of ho. 

nourable charaCter and independent fortune, was 
inParis, where he faid he had got acqud:nted \\ith 
the Earl of Kilmarnock and fome ot h('r gentlemen 
who were about the Pretender, and k.amcd from 
them that they had fame wonderful feerets in 
their Ludges. He was ~dmitted, thnJugh the me­
dium of that nobleman, and of J. Lord Clinard, 
and his Mafonic patent \\,aii figned &lG!.;e (faid 
to be the fignature of Kilmarnock). Hunde had 
attached himfelf to ti.~ fortunes of the ~r~tenderr 

11 in 
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in hopes (as he fays himfelf) of riling in the 
world under his proteCl:ion. The mighty fecret 
was this. "When the Order of Knight/) Tern­
"plars was abolifhed by Philip the Fair, and 
.. , cruelly perfecuted, forne worthy perfons efcap­
"ed, and took refuge in the Highlands of 
"Scotland, where they concealed themfelves in 
"caves. Thefe perfons poffeffed the true feerets 
" of Mafonry, which had alway~ been in that 
" Order, having been acquired by the Knight~1 
" dUf'ing their fc>rvices in the Eafi:, from the pil­
" grims whom they occafionally proteB:ed or de­
"livered. The Chcva/ters de fa Rife-CrOix con­
-, tinued to have the fame duties as formerly, 
" ,though robbed of their emoluments. In fine, 
" every true Mafon is a Knight Templar." It 
is very true that a clever fancy can accommn~ 
tlate the ritual of reception of the Che'va/ter de 

i' Epee, &c. to fomething like the infiitution of 
the Knights Templ-ars ; and perraps this explana­
tion of young Zerobabel's pilgrimage, and of the 
rebuilding of the Temple by Ezra, is the moil: 
fignificant explanation that has been given of the 
meagre fymbols of Free Mafonry. 

When Baron Hunde returned tf) Germany, he 
exhibited to fame friends his extenfive powers for 
propagating this fyftem of Mafonry, arid made 
a few Knights. But he was not very aB:ive .. 
-}lrobabl} the failure of [he Pretender's attempt 

t~ 
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to reCover t11e throne of his ancel10rs had put an 
end to Hunde's hopes of making a figure. In. 
the mean time Free Mafonry was cultivated with. 
zeal in Germany, and 1l1:lray adventurer" found 
their advantage in fupporting panic1llar fchifms. 

But in 1756, or 1757, a complete revolution 
took place. The French officers who were pri. 
foners at large in Berlin, undertook, with the 
affurance peculid.r to their nation, to infl:ruct the 
fimple Germam. in evtry thing th3t embellifhes 
fociety. They faid, that the homefpun Free M.a­
{onry, which had been imported flOm Fngland, 
was fit only for the unpolilhed minds of the Bri­
tiili; but that in France it had grown into an 
elegant fyfl:em, fit for the profeffion of Gentle­
men. Nay, they [aid, that the Englilh were ig­

norant of true Mafonry, and poffeffcd nothing 
but the introduCtion to it; and even this was not 
underfi:ood by them. When the ribands and 

fiars, with whic.h the French hLid ornamente~ 
the Order, were fhown to the Germans, the} 
could not refift the enchantment. A Mr. 
Rofa, a French commilfary, brought from Paris 
a complete waggon-load of Mafonic ornaments, 
which were all dif1:ributed before it had reached 
Berlin, and he was obliged to order another, to 
furnifh the LGJiges of that city. It became for a 
while a moil: profit<!ble builners to many French 
offic.ers and commifiuries difperfed cJver Ger-

F3 miln) , 
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many, having little eIre to do. Every body 
gaped for infrruetion, and there kind teachers 
\(rere always ready to befrow it. In half a year 
Free Mafonry underwent a complete revolution 
all over Germany, and Chevaliers multiplied 
without number. The Rofaic fyfrem was a gof .. 
pel to the Mafons, and the poor Britifh fyflem 
was defpifed. But the new Lodges of Berlin, as 
they had been the teachers of the whole empire, 
wanted alfo to be the governors, and infilled on 
complete fubjeEHon from air the others. This 
fiartled the Free M<).fons at a di{lance, and awaked 
them from their goldtn dreams. Now began a 
fituggle for dominior.l. and for independency. 
This mude the old Lodges think a lIttle abent 

~e whole affair. The refult of this was a coun­
ter revolution. Though no man could pretend 
that he undel frood the true meaning of Free Ma­
fonry, its origin, its hillory, or irs real aim, 
all faw that the interpretations.. of their hiero­
glyphics, and the rituals of the new degrees 
imported from France, were quite gratuitous. 
It appeared, therefore, that the fafdl thing for 
them was an appeal to the birth-place of Ma­
fonry. They fent to London for infl:ruaions. 
There they learned, that nothing was atknow­
ledged for genuine unfophifiicated Ma[onry but 
the three degrees; and that the mother Lodge 
of Londorl alone could, by her infiruttions, pre .. 

vent 
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vent the moll: dangerous fchifms and innova­
tions. Many Lodges, therefore, applied for pa­
tents and infirLlaions. Patents were eafily made 
out, and moil: willingly fent to the zealous Bre­
thren; and thefe were thankfully received and 

paid for. But inftruaion was not fo eafy a mat­
ter. At that time we had nothing but the book 
of conftitutions, drawn up about 1720, by An­
derfon and Defaguilliers, two perrons of little 
education, and of low manners, who had aimed at 
little more than making a pretext, not altogether 
contemptible, for a convivial mefting. This, 
however, was received with refpefr. We are apt 
to fmile at grave men's being fatisfied with fuch 
coarfe and fcanty fare. But it was uf ufe, merely 
becaufe it gave an o1l:enfible reafon for refifiing 
the defpotifm of the Lodges of Berlin. Several 
refpeCtable Lodges, panicularly that of Frank­
fort on the Mayne, that of Brunfwick, that of 
W etzlar, and the Royal Yerk of Berlin, refo­
lutely adhered to the Englifh fyflem, al1J rlenied 
themfelves all the enjoyment of the French de­
grees, rather than acknowledge the fuprcmacy of 
the Rofaic Lodges of Bellin. 

About the year 1764 a new revolution took 
place. An adventurer, who called himfeIf John{on., 
and paffed himfelf for an Engli!hman, but \\ ho 
was really a German or Bohemian named Leuchr, 
bid that he was ambat:.1dor from the CQapter of 

r 4 ~~ghts 
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Knights Templars at Old Aberdeen ia £cotland, 
fent to teach the Germans what was true Mafonry. 
He pretended to tranfmute metals, and fome of 
the Brethren declared that they had feen him do 
it repeatedly. This reached Baron Hunde, and 
brought back all his former enthufiafm. There 
is fomething very dark in this part of the hiftory; 
for in a little, }ohnfon told his partifans that the 
only point he had to inform them of was, that 
Baron Runde was the Grand Mafier of the 7th 
province of Mafonry, which included the whole of 
Germany, and the royal dominions of Pruffia. 
He !howed them a map of the Mafonic Empire 
arranged into provinces, each of which had dif .. 
tinguifhing emblems. Thefe are all taken from 
~n, old forgotten and infignificant book, 'I)'potlt 
Symbola iJJ'lJina et Humana, publilhed in T r; 0 I. 

There is not the leafl: trace in this book either of 
Mafonry or Templars, and the emblems arc taken 
out without the fmalleft ground of fclcaion. 
Some inconfifrency with the former magnificent 

promif~s of Johnfon ftartled them at firft, but they 
acquiefced and fubmitted to Baron Runde, as 
Grand Mafrer of Germany. Soon after Jahnfon 
t~rned out to be a cheat, efcapcd, was taken, and 
put in prifon, \\ here he died. Yet this feerns 
not to have ruined the credit of Baron Runde. 
He ereCted Lodges, gave afew fimple inftruCtions, 
~ll in th~ fyftem of Englifu Mafonry, and pro-

9 rnifed~ 
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mifed, that when they had approved themfelves as 
good Marons, he would then impart the mighty 
feeret. After two or three years of noviciate, a 
convention was held at Ahcnberg; and he told 
them that his whole fecret was, fbat i"uery true 

Mafln waf a Kmght Templar. They were 
a ftonifhed , and difappointed; for they expeaed 
in general that he would teach them the philofo­
pher's fione, or ghoft-raifing, or magic. After 
much difcontent, fallmg out, and difpute, many 
Lodges united in this fyfiem, made fomewhat 
moderate and palatable, under the name of the 

STRICT DISCIPLINARIANS, Strirkten Ol!fer.van'Z. 
It was acceptable to many, becaufe they infifiec1 
that they were really Knights, properly confe~ 
crated, though without temporalities; and they 
ferioufly fet themfelves about forming a fund 
which fhould ft;cure the Order in a landed pro­
perty and revenue, which would give them ~ 
refpecrable civil e~iftence. Hunde dpclared that 
his whole eftate fhould devolve on the Orde!. 
But the vexations which he afterwards met \Vith~ 
and his falling in love with a lady who prevailed 
on him to become Roman Catholic, made him 
alter his intention. The Order went on, how .. 
ever, and acquired confiderable credit by the 
ferious regularity of their proceedings; and, aI., 
though in the mean tirnea new apoftle ofM yfteries, 
p. Dr. Zinzepdorff, one of the Strta 0lj'Yervllnz, 

introduced 
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introduced a new fyfiem, which he faid was from 
Sweden,difringuifhe~by fame of the myillcal doc­
trines of the Swedenborgh fea, and though the 
fyfiem obtained the Royal patronage, and a ~a­
tional Lodge was efrabliihed at Berlin by p:.ltenty 

frill the 'Tempe/orden, or Order ric's 3trzflen Obftr­
'Va!t~ continued to he vu y refpeftaLle. The 
German gentry were better plcafed with a Grand 
Mailer of their own choofing, than with any im~ 
pofed on them by authority. 

During this ilate of things, one Stark, a Pro­
tefiant dhine, well known in Germany by hiili 
writings, made another trial of public faith. One 
Gugomos, (a private gentleman, but", ho would 
pafs for fon to a King of Cyprus,) and rneSchrop­
fer, keeper of a coffee-houfe at Nuremberg, drew 
crowds . of Free Mafons around them, to learn 
ghofl:-raifing, exorcifm, and alchymy. Numbers 
came from a great Ji,Lancc \0 \V eitbad to fee and 
learn thefe myileries, and Fre~ Mafonry was on 
the point of another revolution. Dr. Stark was 
an adept in all thefe things~ and had contended 
with Caglioftro in Courland for the palm of fupe­
tiority. He faw that this deception could not 
long fiand its ground. He therefore came for­
ward, at a convention at BrauniChweig in 1772, 
and f'!,id to the- StriCt Difciplinarian;; or Templars, 
That he was of thtil' Order, but of the fpiritual 
departm~nt, and was deputed by the Chapter of 

K-lll_d-t 
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K-m-d-t in Scot~and, where he was Chan­
cellor of the Congregation, and had the name of 

Archidemides, EqutJ ab .A1ui1a fulva That 
this Chapter had the fuperintendance of the 
Order: That they alone could confecrate the 
Knights, or the unknown fuperiors; and that he 
was deputed to infrruet them in the real principles 
of the Order, and impart its inefrimable fecrets, 
which could not be known to Baron Hux:tde, as 
he would readily acknowledge when he fhould 
converfe with him. Johnfon, he faid, had helm 
a cheat, and probably a murderer. He had got 
fome knowledge from papers which he murt have 
frolcn from a miffionary, who had difappeared, 
and was prob3bly killed. Gugomos and Schrop­
fer muft have had fome fimiIar information; and 
Schropfer had even deceived h,im for a time. 
He wa<: ready to execute his conllniffion, upon 
t heir coming under the nece{fary oblIgations of 
fccrecyand of fubrgiffion. Hunde (whofe na~ 
in the Order was the Eques ab E,!/e) acquiclced 
at once, and propored a convention, \\ith full 
powers to decide and accept. But a Schubart, 
a gentleman of charaCter, who was treafurer to the 
Templar Mafons, and had an employment which 
gave him confiderable influence in the Order, 
firongly diifuaded them from [uch a meafure. 
The mofr unquahfied [,·bmiffion to unknown Su­
periors, and to conditions -:!qually unknO\'~ was 

13 required 
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Jequired previous to the fmallefl communication, 
Of any knowledge of the powers which Archide­
J'Ilides had to treat with them. Many meetings 
were held, and many attempts were made to learn 
fomething of this fpiritual cour', and of what 
they might expet1: from them. Dr. Stark, Baron 
\Veggenfak, Baron Von Raven, and fame others 
of his coadjutors in the Lodges at Koningfberg 
in Pruffia, and at Wifmar, were received into 
the Order. But in vain-notillng was obtained 
from thefe ghofl:ly Knights but fame infignificant 
ceremonials of receptions and confecrations. Of 
this kind of novelties they were ctlread y heartily 
tick; and though they all panted after the ex" 
pe8:ed wonders, they were fa much frightened 
by the unconditional fubmiffion, that they could 

come to no agreement, and the fecrets of the 
Scotch Congregation of K-m-d-t {tin re­
main with Dr. Stark. They did, however, a lcn­
fibIe thing; they fent a depu~tion to Old Aber­
deen, to inquire after the caves where their ve­
nerable myfteries were known, and their treafures 
were hid. They had, as they thought, merited 
fame more confidence; for they had remitted 
annual contributions to thefe unknown Superiors, 
to the amount of fame thoufands of rixdollars. 
But alas! their ambaffadors found the Frt.eMafons 
of Old Aberdeen ignorant of aU this, and as eager 
to lc:t':n from the ambaifadors what was the true 

origin 
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'" origin and meaning ~f Free Mafenry, of whidl 
they knew nothing bet the fimple tale of Old ff).;. 
ram~ This broke Stark's credit; but he frill in­
fifred on the reality of his commillion, and faid 
that the Brethren Itt Aberdeen were indeed ig­
norant, but that he had never {aid otherwj[e; their 
expeCtations from that quarter had rdled on the 

fcraps purloined by Johnfon. He reminded them 
of a thing well known to themfelves; that one of 
thEm had been fent for by a dying nobleman to 
receive papers on this fubJd:1, :md that his viiit 
having been delayed a few hours by an unavoid • 
.-l.ble accident, he found all burnt but a fragment 
of a capitulary and a thing in cypher, part of 
"Which hI:: (Dr. Stark) had explained to them. 
They had employed another gentleman, a lL 
Wachter, to make fimilar inquiries iu Italy, where 
Ct hropfer and othCl S (even Hunde) had told 
them gnat fecrct~ were to be obtained from the 
Pretender's fccretilly Approfi, and otht>TS. Wach. 
ter told them, that all this was a fiCtion, but thJt 
he had feen at Florence fome Brethren from the 
Holy Land, who n.:ally puifeifed wonderful feerets, 
whi,h he was willing to impart, on proper con.., 

ditions. Th~ie, however, they could not accede 
to; but they were Cl uelly tortured by feeing Wach. 
ter l who had left Germany in fober circumil.ances, 
now a man of great wealth and expenee. He 
~ ould not ackno\" ledge that he had got tl~cret 

of 
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of gold-making from the AGatic Brethren; but 
faid that no man had any right to alk. him how he 
had come by his fortune. It was enough that he 
behaved honourably, and owed no man any thing. 
He broke off all conneCtions with them, and left 
them in great diftrefs about their Order, and 
panting after his feerets. RrJum tenttztu amlCl! 

Stark, in revenge for the oppofition he had 
met with from Schubart, left no frane untumed 
to hurt him with his Brethren, and fuceeeded, fo 
that he left them in difgufr. Hunde died about 
this time. A book appeared, called, '['he Stum­
blingBlock and Rock of Offi nee, which betrayed (by 
their own confeffion) the whole feerets of the Or­
der of Templars, and foon made an end of it,c:.s far 
as it went beyond the 11mple Englilh Mafonrf' 

Thus was the fdith of Free Marous quit!' 1111.­

hinged in Germany. But the rJge for myfieuf'S 
and wonder was not in the leail abated; and the 
habits of thefe feeret Aifemulies were beconlinb 
every day more craving. DiLTenfion and [chifm 
was multiplying in every quarter; and the In­
ftitution, infiead of being an incitement to mu­
tual complaifance and Brotherly love, had be­
come a [ouree of contention, and of bitter cn­
mity. Not fatisficd with defending the prupricty 
of its own Inftitutions, ea~ Syftem of Free Ma­
foury was bufy in enticing away the pal tii~lllS of 

other...l"yftems, {hl\t their Lodges againft each 
other, 
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other t and proceeded even to vilify and perfecute 
the adherents of every Syfiem but their own. 

Thefe animofities arofe chiefly from the quar­
rels about precedency, clnd the arrogance (as it 
was thought) of the patent Lodge: of Berlin, in 
pretending to have any authority in the other 
parts of the empire. But thefe pretentions were 
not the refult of mere vanity. The French im­
porters of the new degrees, always true to the 
glory of their nation, hoped by this means to fe: 
cure the dependence even of this frivolous foci­
ety; perhaps they might forefee political ufes and 
benefits which might arife from it. One thing i~ 
worth notice: the French Lodges had all ema­
nated from the great Confederation under the 
Duke de Chartres; and, even if we had no other 
proof, we might prefume that they would culti. 
vate the fame principles that charaflerifed that 
Sea, BUL we are certain that infidelity and 
laxity of moral principles were prevalent in the 

• 
Rofaic Lodges, ;lnd tbt the obfervation (Jf rhi~ 
corruption had offended many of the faber old­
fafuioned Lodges, and was one great caufe of any 
check that Wai given to the brilliant Mafonry of 
France. It is the obfervation of this circum­
fiance, in which they all refembled, and which 
foon ceafed to be a diftInflion, becaufe it pervaded 
the other Lodges, that has induced me to expatiate 
more on thishifiory oiFree Mafonryin G~nr, 

than 
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than may appear to my readers to be adequate to 
the importance of Free Malonry in the general 

fubjeCt-matter of thefe pages. But I hope that ir 

will appear in the courfe of my narration that I 
have not given it a greater value than it de/erves. 

About this very time there wa, a great revolu­

tion of the public mind in G ermallY, and fcepti­
<:ifm, infidelity, and irreligion, nor only \vere pl c-
1'alent in the minds and manners of the wealthy 
and luxuriou;" and of the profligate of lower 

ranks, but hegan to appeJ.r in the pToduEl:ions 
of the prefs. Some cirLumItances, peculiar to 
Germany, occafioned thefe declenfions from 
the former acquiefcence in the faith of their 
forefathers to become more uniform and 

remarkable than they would otherwife have 
been. The confdlions of Germany are tht Ro­
man Catholic, the Lutheran, (which they call 
Proteflant,) and the Calvillifl (\\I hich they call 
Reformed). The[e are profdfed in many fmall 
contiguous principalities, and "thel e i~ h,u dly one 
of them in which all the three 'have not free exer­
cue. The ddire of making profelytes is natural 
to all ferious profeffor:; of a rational faith, and 
was frequently exercifed. The Roman Catholics 
are fuppofed by us to be particularly zealous; 
and the Protefiants (Lutherans and Calvinifl::s) 

were careful to oppo[e them by every .kin d of ar .. 

gument, among which thofe of ridicule and re-
proach 
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proach were not fpared. The Catholics accufed 
them of infidelity refpeCting the fundarn~ntal doc­
trines of Chrifiianity which they profeffed to be­
lieve, and even with refpe8: to the dothines of 
natural religion. This accufation was long very 
fHghtly fupported; but, of late, by better proofs. 
The fpirit ot +ree inquiry was the great boaft o( 
the Prote!l:ants, and their only fuppart againft the 
Catholics, fecuring them both in thcir religious 
and civil rights. It was therefore encouraged by 
their governments. It is not to be wondered at 
that it lhould be iaJulged to excefs, or improper­
ly, even by ferious men, li.lblc to error, in their 
difputes with the Catholics. III the progrefs of 
this contef1:, even their own Confeffions did not 
efcape criricifm, and it was alferted that the Re­
tormation which thofe Confeilions exprefs was not 
compL:te. Funhcr Rcfonm.t!nns were propored. 
The Scriptures, the-foundation of our faith, were 
c,(.l.mlned by clergymen of VCl y diHt:tent capaci­
tje~, difpofitioIls, and views, till by explaining, 
lorreCting, allegolilin:3"' and otherwife twi!Lng 
rhe Bible, men'~ min,Is h;1d hardly any thing 
left to reil on a.> a doCtnne of l<..vealed religion. 
This encourageJ others to ~;o farther, and to fay 
that revelation \Va.> a folecifm, as plainly appeared 
by the irrecon<;ileJble -iiIfcrenccs among ~fe 
.Enlighteners (fo they were ralkJ) of the pm>­
lie, and that 11l.wl had nQthing to tru1t tQ but 

G the 



1'HF ,eHISMS tN CHAP. I. 

the diCtates of natural reafon. Another fet of 
writers, proceeding from this as a point already 
fettled, prokribed all religion whatever, and 
openly taught the doB:rines of materialifm and 
atheifm. Mofr of thefe innovations were the work 
of Protell:ant divines, from the caufes that I have 

'mentioned. Teller, Semier, Eberhardt, Leffiog, 
Bahrdt, Riem, and Shultz, had the chief hand 
in all thefe innovations. But no man contributed 
more than Nicholai, an eminent and learned 
hookfeller in Berlin. He has been for many 
years the pubhfuer of a periodical work, called 
the General German Library, ( A/genrein deutflhe 
BlbllOtbek,j CQnfifring of original dilfertations, 
and reviews of the writings of others. The grt!at 
merit of this work, on account of many Ieatnpd 
dilfertations which appear in it, has procured it 
much influence on that dafs of readers whofe 
1eifure G>r capacity did not allow them a more pro­
found kind of reading. This is the bulk of readers 
in every country. Nicholai gives a decided pre­
ference to the writings of the Enlighteners, and 
in his reviews treats them with particular notice, 
makes the public fully acquainted with their 
works., and make~ the nwfi: favourable com­
ments; whereas the performances of their op­
ponents, or more properly fpeaking, the defenders 
()L:H~ National Creeds, are negleeted, omitted, 
or barely mentioned, or they are criticifed with 

every 
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every reverity of ridicule and reproach. He fell 
upon a very fure method of rendering the artha. 
dox writers difagreeable to the public, by repre .. 
fenting them as the abettors of fuperllition, and 
as fecret Jefuits. He aiferted, that the abolition 
of the Order of Loyola is only apparenr. The 
Brethren frill retained their connection, and molt 
part of their property, under the feeret patronage 
of Catholic Princes. They are, therefore, in 
every corner, in every habit and character, 
working with unwearied zeal for the reftoration 
of their empire. He raifed a general alarm, and 
made a journey through Germany, hunting for 
Jefuits, and for this purpofe became Free Ma~ 

fon and Rofycrucian, being introduced by hill 
friends Gedicke and Biefter, clergymen, pub. 
lilhers of the Berlm MonatJchriJt, and maft zea~ 
lous promoters of the new doctrines. This favour 
he has repaid at. his return, by betraying the 
myfteriesof the Lodges, and by much bitter {adre. 
His journey was publilhed in feveral volumes, 
and is full of frightful Jefuitifms. This man. 
as I have faid, found the greateft fucccfs in 
his method of flandering the defenders of Bible .. 

-Chriftianity, by reprefenting them as concealed 
Jefuits. But, not contented with open difcuf. 
Clon, he long ago p1Jblifhed a fort of romance, 
called Seb41ldus No/hank", in which t~ di­
vines are introduced under feigned names, and 

o ~ made 
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made as ridiculous and qeteftable as pollible. All 
this was a good trading job; for fceptkal clnd 

free-thinking w'Mtings have every where a good 
market; and Nicholai was not only reviewer, but 
publilher, having pre[es in different cities of the 
Eu\pire. The immenfe literary manufaCture of 
Germany, far exceeding that of any nation of 
Europe, is carried on in a "ery particular way. 
The books go in i11eets to the great fair~ of 
Leipfic and Francfort, t\dce a-year. The 
bookfdlers meet there, aud fee at one glance the 
flate of literature; and having fpeculated and 
made their bargains, the books me infl:antly dif. 
petfed through every part of the Empire, and 
appear at once in all quarters. Although every 
principality has an officer for licenfing, it i~ im­
poffible to prevent the currency of a pelform­
,\uce, although it nlty be prohiLited; for it is 
to be had by the carrier at th~ee or four miles 
difiance in ,mother frate. By this mode of traf­
iic, a plot may be formed, anJ aC1ualIy has been 
formed, for gi\ing any particular turn to the li.­
terature of the country. There is an excellent 

work.. printed at Bern by the author Heinz­
mann, a book1cller, called, Appeal to m) Cutin-. 
try, concermng a. Combmatlon oj Hrjt,n, aNrJ 
Booifelkrs, to rule the L,terature oj Germany, 
,ud /0'71 the Publtc M,:u! into {] Cemtem!t fir 
,''' JJ;li!:,tOll olld Ct'l.lU ljl"bltjbme!1ts oj /I.)e Em"-

'fIre. -
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;ire. It contains a hiftorical account of the pub­
lkations in every branch of literature for about 
thirty y,ars. The author fhows, in the moil 
convincing manner, that the prodigious change 
from the former fatisfaaion of the Germans on 
thofe fubje8:s to their prefent difcontent and at. 
tacks from every quarter, is neither a fair picture 
of the prevailing fentiments, nor has been the 
fimple operation of things, but the refult of a 
c;:ombination of trading Infidels. 

I have here fomewhat anticipated, (for I hope 
to point out the fourees of this rombination,) 
becaufe it helps to explain or illuflrate the pro­
grefs of infidelity and irreligion that I was fpeak­
ing of. It was much accelerated by another 
circumftance. One Bafedow, a man of talfnts 
and learning, fet up, in the Principality of An. 
halt-Deffau, a PHILANTHROPINE, or academy 
of general education, on a plan extremely dif­
ferent from thofe of the Univerfities and Aca­
~mies. By this appellation, the founder hoped 
to make parents expect that much attention 
would be paid to the morals or the pupils; and 
indeed the programs or advertifements by which 
Bafedow announced his Inftitution to the public, 
defcribed it as the profeffed feminary of praCtical 
Ethics. Languages, fdences, and the orna­
mental exercifes, were bere confidered as mere 
acceifories, and the gl'eat aim was to form the 

G 3 1'Ql1n~ 
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fOWlg mind to the love of mankind and of virtue, 
by a plap of tnpral education which was very 
IpeciOUi and unexceptionable. But there was 
a circumftance which greatly obftruCted the wide 
~rofpeas of the founder. How were ~he reli .. 
glous opinions of the youth to be cared for? 
Catholics, Lutherans, and Calvinilts, were al­
moll: equally numerous in the adJoincing Princi­
palities; and the exclufion of any two of there 
communions would prodigioufly limit the pro .. 
pofed ufefulnefs of the inftitution. Bafedow was 
a man of talents, a good fcholar, and a perfua­
five writer. He framed a fet of rules, by ",hich 
tbe education fhould be conducted, alld which, 
he thought, /hould make every parent ea{y; and 
the plan is very judicious and manly. But none 
came but Lutherans. His zeal and intereft in 
the thing made him endeavour to intereft others; 
and he found this no hard matter. The people 
of condition, and all fenfible men, faw th3,t it 
would be a vryry great advan,tage to the place, 
c9uld -they induce men to fend their children 
from aU th~ n~ighbo\lring frates. What we willi, 
we readily believe to be the truth; and Bafedow's 
plan and reafonings appeared completl:l, and ha<l 
lhe f\lpport pf all clafi"es of men. The moderate 
Calvinifts, aft~r fome tilIle, wer~ not averfe from 
~em, and the litenry man\lfufiute of Germany 
\Va, fog~ very bufy in m~g pamphlets defen~ 

ing, 
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ing, improving, attacking, and reprobating the 

plans. Innumerable were the projefts for mode. 
rating the diJlerence" between the three Chri11:ian 
communions qf Germany, ~nd making it poffible 
for the members of them all, not only to live 
amicably among each other, and to worfuip God 

in the fame church, but even to communicate 
together. This attempt natur,lll), ga,'e rife to 
much fpeculatlvD :md rehncment; anu the pro­
pofal:; for amenumem of the formulas anu the in. 
fl:ruftions from the pulpit 'vcre profecuted with fa 
much keenne!:<;, that the ground- \~ ork, Chri11:ian­
ity, was lefined and refined, till it vallifued alto. 
gether, leaving Deifm, or N.lturaI, or, as it was 

c.lUed, Philofophical Religion, in its pbce. I am 
not much miflaken as to hiftoncal faa, when I 
r,lY, that the afl:onilhing change in religious doc­
trine which has taken place in Proteflant Ger­
many within thefe laft thirty years was chiefly oc· 
cafioned by tms fcheme of Rlfellow's. The pre­
difpofing caufes exified, indeed, and Wt;;C [,eneral 
and powerful, and the diforder had already 
broken out. But this fpecious and enticing ob. 
jeCt firfr gave a title to Protefrant clergymen to 

put to their hand without rilk of being cenfured. 
Baredow correfred, and correfted again, but 

not one C<ltholic came to the Philanthropine. He 

feems to have thought that the befr plan would 
G 4 be, 
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be, to banHh :all pofitive religion whatever, and 

that he would then be fure of Catholic fcholars. 
Cardinal Dubois was fo far right with refpeCl: to 
the firft Catholic pupil of the church. He had 
recommended a man of his own ftamp to the 
Regent to fill fome important office. The ~rince 
was aftoniihed, and told the Cardinal, that " that 
" would never do, for the man was a Janfenift ; 
" Eh! que non, S,re," faid the Cardinal, "if 
&, n' efl qu' Atbee /' all was fafe, and the man 
got the priory. But though all was in vain, Bafe­
dow's Philanthropine at DejIau got a high eha­
:raCl:er. He publifhed many yolumes on educa .. 
tion that have much merit. 

It were well had this been aU. But moll: \1:1-

fortunately, though mofl: naturally, writers of 
loofe moral principles and of wicked hearts were 

encouraged by the impunity which the fceptical 
writers experienced, and ventured to publiih 
things of the vileft tendency, infl;ming the paf­
fiom and jufi:ifying licentious manners. Thefe 
maxims are congenial with irreligion and Atheifm, 
and the books found a quick market. It was chiefly 
in the Pruilian States that this went on. The late 
King was, to fay the beft of him, a naturalift, 
and, holding thi.) tife for his all, gave full liberty 
to his fubjeCts to write what they plcafed, provid. 
ed they did not touch on ftate matters. He de. 

dared~ 



(.;HAP.l. PR"'EE M..:\SGNAV. 

elared, however, t9 a minill<:t.o£ his (Ol1ft; kmJ 
before his death, that "he 'was ~xtremely 'iQrry 
" that his indifference had produced futh eff~s; 
~, that he was fenfible It had greatly contributed 
" to hurt the peace .cu:...a. mutual good treatm.ent 
~, of his f:Jbjetts;" and he faid, "that he woul4 
" willingiy give ~op the glory of his beft-fought 
~c battle, to have the fatisfailion of leaving his 
" people in the fame ftate of peace and fatis£ac.. 
" tion.,with their religious eftablithments, that he 
~, found them in at hi3 acceffion to the throne." 
His fucceflor Frederick William found thatthlngs 
had gone much too far, and determined to fnp­
port the church-eftabliihment in the 11loft per­
emptory manner; but at the fame time to aUow 
perfea freedom of thinking and converfing to the 
profelfors of every Chriffian faith, provided it was 
.enjoyed without difturbing the general peace, or 
~ny encroachment on the rights of thofe already 
fupported by law. He publifhed an edia to this 
effeCt, which is really a model worthy of jmita­
tion in every country. This was the epoch of a 
frrange revolution. It was attacked from all hands, 
and criticifms,fatires, flanders, threatenings, pour .. 
ed ill from every quarter. The independency 
of tIie neighbouring frates, and the monarch's 
not being a great favourite among feveral of hi. 
neighbours, permitted the publication of thofe 
pieces in the adjoining principaliric-;, and it was 

impoffibllr 



THE SCHISMS IN CHAP. I. 

impoSibte to prevent their circulation even in the 
Pruffian Stat~. His cdia was called an unjufti­
fiable tyranny over the confcien( es of men; the 
dogmas fupported by it were termed abfurd fuper­
Ilitions; the King's private .character and his opi­
Ilions in religious matters were treated with little 
reverence, nay, were ridiculed;;.nd fcandaloufly 
abufed. This field of difcufiion being thus 
thrown open, the writers did not confine them­
!elves to religious matters. After flatly denying 
that the prince of any country had the fmaHeO: 
right to prefcribe, or even direct the faith of 
his fubjeCts, they extended their difcuffions to 
the rights of princes in general; and now they 
fairly opened their trenches, and made all attack 
in fOTm on the conftitutions of the German con­
federacy, and, after the ufual approaches, they 
fet up the ftandard of univerfal citizenlhip on the 
very ridge of the glacis, and fummoned the fort 
to iurrender. The moll: daring of thefe attacks 
was a colleCtion of anonymous letters on the con­
flitution of the Pruffian Stater". It was printed 
(or faid to be fo) at Utrecht; but by comparing 
the faults of fpme types with fame books printed 
in Berlin, it was fuppofed by all to be the pro­
duCtion of one pf Nicholai's preffes. It was 
thought to be the compofition of ~ira~eau. It ii 
~ertaill that he wrote fl Frepch tranfhtion, with 
tl preface and notes, mOTe impudent than the 

work 
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work itfelf. The monarch is declared to be a 
tyrant; the people are addreff'ed as a parcel of 
tame wretches crouching under opprefiion. The 
people of Silefia aTe reprefented as run in a worfe 
conditlOn, and are repeatedly ('alled to foufe them: 

felves, and to rife up and afi"ert their rights. The 
King is told, that there is a combination of philofo­
phers (conJuratron) who areleagued togctherin de­
fence of truth and reafon,"'and which no power can 
withfrand; that they:u e to be found in every coun. 
try~ and are conneCl:ed by mutual and folemnen­
gagement, and will put in prat1ice every mean of 
attack. Enhghtening, infrruftion, was the gene­
ral cry among the writen. The triumph of rea­
fon over error, the overthrow of fuperfrition and 
flaviih fear, freedom from religioU3 and political 
prejudices, and the eftabh{hment of liberty and 
equality, the natural and unalienable rights of 
man, were the topics of general declamation, 
and it was openly maintained, that fecret focieties, 
where the communication of fentiment ihould be 

• 
free from every refi:raint, was the molt effeCtual 
meana for inStrutl:ing and enlightening the world. 

And thus it appears, that Germany has e~pe. 
rienced the fame gradual progrefs, from Religion 
toAtheifm, from decencytodiffolutenefs,amIfrom 
loyalty to rebellion, ",hich has had its courfe in 
france. ,t\nd] m\lfi: now add, that this progrefs 

has 
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hat. been effeCted in tb~ fame manner. :md by the 
fZme means; and that one of the chief means of 

~duaion bas been the Lodges of the Free Ma­
!4ms. The French, along with their 'numeroU's 
du!valeries, andfiars, and rit-Jancis, had brought in 
the.cuftom of haranguing in the Lodbe':, and as 
human nature has a confideraole umiurmity every 
'Where, the fame topics became favourite fub­
jeds of declamation that had tickled the ear in 
France; there were tbe fame corruptions of fentr­
J1i~ts and manners among the luxuriom or pro­

ligare, and the fame incitcm~nts to the utterance 
of thefe fentimcnts,wherever it could be done WIth 

fafety; and I may fay, that the zealots in all thefe 
trafis of free~thinking were more ferious, marc 
grave, and fanatical. Thefe are not afft!rtions 'a 

jritlrr. I can produce proof~. There was a Baron 
:Knigge refiding at that time in the neighbourhoorl 
of Frankfort, of whom I fhall aFterwards have oc­
cafion frequently to fpeak. This man was an cu· 

thufiaft in Mafonry from his Y!4uth, and had run 
through every poffible degree of it. He was dif. 
£Uisfied with them all, and particuhvly with the 
frivolity of the French chivalry; but he flill be. 
lieved that Mafonry containcti invaluable fettets. 
H,e imagined that he faw a glnnpfc of them in the 
cofm~p()litical and fceptical (hfcourfcs in their 
Lodges; he {at down to meditate on there, and 

1" j loon 
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fOOD colle8:ed hi:. thoughts, and found that thoRt 
French orators were right \\jthout knowing it; 
:.wd that Mafonry WIS pure natural religion and 
univerfal dtizenfuip, and that this ums ~lfo true 
Chriflian.ity. In this faith he immediately beg-ttn 
his career of Brotherly love, and pubtiflled three 
volumes of fermons; the firft and third pubWhed 

at Frankfort, aud the fecond at Heidelberg-, but 
without his name. He publiihed alfo a popular 
fyfiem of religion. In all thefe publications, of 
which there are extraA.9:s in the Relt'{lons 8ege­
bt'nlmtol, ChriHianity is confidered as a mere 
allegory, or a Mafonic type of natural religion; 
the moral duties are fpun into the common-pla<:e 
declamations of univerfal benevolence; and the 
attelltioll is continu.llly directed to th.e abiurditie$ 
and horrors of fuperitition, the [ufrerings of the 
poor, tlte t) r<lnllY and oppreffion of the great, the 
tricks of the pridts, and the indolent fimplicity 
and patience of the laity and of the CDmmOJl 

people. The happinefs of the patriarci1al lif~ 
and fweets of univerfal equality and freedom, are 
the burden of every paragraph; and the general 
tenor of the ... hole is to make men difcontcnted. 
with their condition of civil fubordinatlUn, and 
the reftraints of revealeJ religion. 

All the proceeJings of Knigge in the Milfonic 
khifms fhow that h.: was a zeol.lous aponic of 
cofmo. rdiuIm, and that he was continu.tlly deal. 

ing 
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ing with people in the Lodges whc, were aifo­
clated with him in propagating thofe notions 
among the Brethren; fo that we are certain that 
rucb converfations were common in the German 
Lodges. 

When the reader confiders all thefe circum. 
fiances, he will abate of that furprife which na· 
turally affe&s a Briton, when he reads accounts 
of conventions for difcufling and fixing tLe dog­
matic tenets of "Free Mafonry. The perfett free­
dom, civil and religious, which we enjoy in this 

happy country, being familiar to every man, we 
indulge it with calmnefs and moderation, and 
fecret affernblies hardly differ from the cohunon 
meetings of friends and neighbours. We do not 
forget the .expediency of civil fubordination, and 
of thofe dif1:inCl:ions which arire from fecure pof. 
fefiion of our rights, and the gradual accumu­
lation of the comfurts of life ,in the families of 
the fober and induf1:rious. There have, by pru­
dence and a refpeCl:able a'conomy, preferved the 
acquifitiom of their ancef1:ors. Every man feels 
in his own breafl:. the Ihong call of nature to 
procure for himfelf and his children, by every 
honeft and commendable exertion, the means of 
public confider at ion and refpeCl:. No man is fo 
totallfwithout fpirit, as not to think the better 
of his condition v. hen he is come of creditable 
parents, and has creditable conneCtions ~ and 

\¥ithoui 
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without thinking that he is in any refpea gene­
rous, he prefumes that others have the fame 
fcntiments, and therefore allows the moderate 
cxpreffion of them, without thinking it infolence 
or haughtinefs. All thefe things are familiar, are 
not thought of, and we enjoy them as we enjoy 
ordinary health, without perceiving it. But in. 
the fame mannel dg a young man who has been 
long confined by ficknefs, exults in returning 
health, and is apt to riot in the enjoyment of 
what he fo dillinaIy feels; fo thole who are 
under continual check in open fociety, feel this 
emancipation in thofe hidden afl"cmblies, and in. 
dulge 'With pagernefs in the expreffion of (enli­
ments which in public they muft fmother with­
in their Down breaft. Such meetings, therefore, 
ha.ve a zefi: that is very alluring, and they are 
frequented with avidity. There is no country in 
Europe where this kind of enjoyment it fo poig­
nant as in Germany. Very infignificant plincipa­
lities have the [arne rank in the General Federation 
with very extenfive dominions. The internal can­
flitution of each petty flate being moddled ill 
nearly the fame manner, the official honours of 
their little eourt~ become ludicrous and even 
farcical. The Geheim Hofrath, the Hofmare· 
fehal, and all the Kammerhers of a Prince, 
whofe dominions do I. "'>t equal the efiates of 
many Engliili Sqlllres) cauCe the whole to appear 

. l I like 
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like the play of children, and muft give frequent 

occafion for difcontent and ridicule. Mai{'ln 
Lodges even keep this aliye. The fraterml 
equality profeffed in them is very flattering to 

tho{e who have not fuc,eeded in tlle fcramble 

for civil diftinClions. Such perfons become the 

moft zealous Mafons, and g~ner<:.lly obtain the 
wive offices in the Lodges, and have an oppor~ 
tunity of treating with authority perfons whom 
in public fociety they mufl: look up to wit~ fome 
;refpect. 

Thefe confiderations account, in ~ ne mea­
fure, for the importance which Free ~L ~onry has 
acquired in Germany. ror a lOll!; while the 
hopes of learning fome wonderful feeret malL a 
German Baron think nothlllg of long and t'X­

pen five journies in quell of fome llew de2;ree. 
Of late, the cormo-political do8:rines encour :..ged 
and propagated in the Lodges., and [ome ho:)es 
of producing a Re\OIution in iocicty, by whieh 

:r;nen of talents fhould obrain the management of 
public affairs, [cem to be the clufe of all the 

zeal with which the Orde! ill frill cherifued and 
prornottd. In a periodical work, publillied at 

Neu\\ied, called A/gcmcm Zl.Itllng dcr lrcfmallr~­

rey, we have tlle lift of the Lodges in 1782, 
with the nJ.mes <;[ the Office-beal t:l3. Four­

fifth~ of thefe ale c!Clgymen, pro{wlors, perfons 

having offices in the C0111ffion.lJ,\Y courts, :m:n of 

. letters 
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letters by trade, fuch as reviewer~ and joumalifis, 
and other pamphleteers; a dafs of men, who 
generally think that they have not attained that 
tank in fociety to which their talents entitle them, 
and imagine, that they could difcharge the import­
ant offices of the £late with reputation to them. 
felves and advantage to the public. 

The miferable uncertainty and inftability of the 
Marorue faith, which I defcribed above, was not! 
altogether the eiTed of mere chance, but had 
been greatly accelerated by the machinations of 
BarOl]. Knigge, and fome other cofmo-political 
Brethren whom he had called to his affiftance. 
Knigge had now formed a fcheme for uniting 
the whole Fraternity, for the purpofe of promot­
ing his Utopian plan of univerfal benevolence 
in a ftate of liberty and equality. He hoped to 
do this more readily by completing their embar­
taffment, anu {howing each fyf1:em how infirm 
its foundation was, and how little chance it had 
of obtaining a gene/al adherence. The St"I~'lf11, 
Obftrvanz had now completely loft its credit, by 
which it had hoped to get the better of all the 
refl:. Knigge therefore propafed a plan to \he 
Lodges of Frankfort and W etzlar, by which aU 
the fyftems might, in fome meafure, be united, 
or at lea{\: be brought to a nate of mutual' for­
bearance and intercourfe. He propofed that the 
Engli1b fyftem £bould b.: taken for the ground. 

Al work, 
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'WOl'k, and t6 t~~V'~ all and Ollly thofe who ha.d 
~e,n the three fy.mb.oli,cal degreee, as the.y were 
now generally called. After thus g\larding this 
~ene.ral point of fahh, he propofed to allow th~ 
validity of every degree or rank which fhould be 
rec,eived in any Lodge~ or be made the charac. 
ter of any particular fyfrem. There Lodges 
having fecured the adherence of fev€!al others, 
prought about a general convention at WiI .. 
lemibad in HainauIt, where every different fyftem 
Ihould communicate its peculiar tenets. It was 
then hoped, that after an examination of them 
all; a conftitl,1tioQ might be formed, which fhould 
comprehend every thing that WJS molt wor~hy 
of felection, and therefore be far better than the 
accommoJatitlg fyfiem. already defcribed. By 
this he hoped to get his favouritlt fcheme intro­
~uced into the whole Order, and Free MafuM 
~nade 2<calous Citizens of the W orId. I believe 
he was fincere in thefe intentions, and did not 
willi to difiurb the publio peace. The can· 
vention was accordingly held, and lafred a long 
while, the deputies confulting about the fl'ivoJine, 
of Mafonry, with all the ferioufnefs of ftate am. 
baifadors. But there wa~ great fhynefs in their 
communications; and Knigge was making but 
fmalI ptegrcfs in his plan, w hs::n he. met with 

';l.llother )\ilafon, the Marquis of ConItanza, who 
in an inftant cQnverted hilll., and changed all his 

meafures, 
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meafures, by fuowing him that he (Knigge) 
\Vas only doing by halves what was alreadyaccom. 
plifhed by another Society, which had carried it to 
its full extent. They immt;di:ttely fet about un. 
doing what he had been occupied with, and 
heightened as much as they could the dilfenfio:ll 
already fufficiently great, and, in the mean time, 
got the Lodges of Frankfort and Wetzlat. and 
feveral others, to ullite. and pick out the beft of 
the things they had obtail1ed by the communica. 
tions from the other fyfl:ems, and they formed a 
plan of what they called, the EcleElic or Syncri .. 
tic Mafinry of the United Lodges of Germany. 
They compared a confl:itution, ritual, and cate .. 
(lhifm, which has merit, and is indeed the com. 
pleteft body of Free Mafonry that we have. 

Such was the ftate of this cdebrated and myi. 
terious Fraternity in Cermany in 1776. The 
fpirit; of innovation had feized all the Brethren. 
No man could gi~e a tolerable dCCollnt of the 
origin, hillary, or objeCt of the Order, and it ap­
peared to all as a loft or forgotten myilery. The 
fymbols feemed to be equally fufceptible of every 
interpretation, and none of there feemed entitle" 
to any decided preference. 

H2 
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The Illuminati. 

I HAVE now arrived at what I fhould call the 
great epoch of Cofmo-politifm, the fcheme com .. 
mun1cated to Baron Knigge by the Marchr/e 
di Conjlanza. This obliges me to mention a re­
markable Lodge of the EcleCtic Mafonry, ereCl:ed 
at 'Munich in Bavaria in 1775, under the wor .. 
fhipful Mall:er, Profeffor Baader. It was called 
The Lodge Theodore of Good Counfil. It had its 
confiitutional patent from the Royal York at 
:8erlin, but had formed a pi.rticulat fyfl:em of 
its own, by infl:ruaions from the Loge des Che­
'Valiers Bien/aifants at Lyons, with which it kept 
up a correfpondence. This refpeCt to the 
Lodge at Lyons had arifen from the preponde. 
rance acquired in .general by the French party 
in the convention at Willemfbad. Tht: depu. 
ties of tRe Rofaic Lodges, as well as the reI11ains 
of the Templars, and Striilen Objer!lJanz, all 

looking 
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looking up to this as the mother Lodge of what 
they called the Grand Orient de la France, can .. 
lifting (in 1782) of 266 improved Lodges, 
united under the D. de Chartre.r. Accordingly 
the Lodge at Lyons fent Mr. Wilermooz as de. 
puty to this convention at Willemfbad. Refin­
ing gradually on the £Imple Briti/h Mafonry, the 
Lodge had forme,} a (yftem of praCtical morality, 
which it afferted to be the aim of genuine Ma­
[onry, faying, that a true Maron, and a man of 
upright heart and active virtue, are fynonimous 
characters, and that the great aim of Free Ma. 
[onry is to promote the happinefs of mankind 
by every mean in our power. In purfuance of 
thefe principles, the Lodge Theodore profem~dly 
occupied itfelf with <economical, fiatifiical, and 
political matters; and not only publi/hed from 
time to time difcourfes on fuch fubjects by the 
Brother Orator, but the Members confidered 
themfelves as in dtlty bound to propagatt: and 
inculcate the fame doctrines out of doors. 

Of the zealous members of the Lodge Theo­
dore the mofi confpicuotts was Dr. Adam Weif­
haupt,Profeffor of Canon Law in the Univerfity 
of Ingolfiadt. This perfon had been educated 
among the Jefuits j but the abolition of their order 
made him change his view'), and from being their 
pupil, he.became their m'lfr bitter enemy. He ha<l 

H 3 acquir.ed 
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acquired a high reputation in his profeGion, anll 
'Was attended not only by thofe intended for the 
praaice in the law-courts, but alfo by young 
gentlemen at large in their courre of general 
education; and he brought numbers from the 
neighboul'ing nates to this univerfity. and gave a 
t~n to the ftndies of the place. He embraced 
with great keennefs this opportunity of fpreading 
the favourite doCtrines of the Lodge, and his au­
ditory became the feminary of Cofmo-politifm. 
The engaging piflnres of the poffible felicity of a 
fociety where every office is held by a man of ta-

o Ients and virtue, and where every talent is fet in 
a pla-ce fitted for its exertion, forcibly catche~ the 
generoijs and unfufpecnng minds of youth, anc in 
aRomanCltholic fiate, far advanced in the habits 
of grofs fuperfi:ition, (a charaEter given to Bavaria 
by its neighbours,) and abounding in monks and 
idle dignitaries, the opportunities mufi: he fre. 
quent for obferving the incon6derate dominion of 
the clergy, and the abject and indolent fubmiffion 
of the laity. Accordingly Pr{)}effor Weilhaupt 
fays, in his Apology for Illuminatifm, that Deifm, 
Infidelity, and Atheifrn are more prevalent in Ba­
varia than in any country he was acquainted with. 
Di[courfes, therefore, jn which the abfurdityand 
horrors of fuperftition and fpiritual tyranny were 
ih~:mgly painted) could not fail of making a deip. 

~111preifion~ 
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imptetfion. And dltring this ftate of the mlnJ. 
of the auditory the tranfition to general infideliti 
and irreligion is fo cary, and fa inviting to fan. 
guine youth, prompted perhaps by a latent with 
that the reftraints which religion impofes 011 the 
expectants of a future ftate l1Iight be found, on 
inquiry, to be nothing but groundlefs terrors, that 
I imagine it requiIC$ the molt anxious care of the 
public teacher to keep tile minds of his audience 
impre!fed with the reality and importance of the 
great truths of religion, while he frees them from 
the {hackles of blind and abfurd fupcrftition. I 
fear that this celebrated infl:ruct:or had none of 
this anxiety; but was fatisfied with his great fue­
ce[s in the Iafi part of this taik, the emancipation 
of his young hearers from the terrors of' iuper­
fiitiOIl. I fuppofc alfo that this was the more 
agreeable to him, as it procured him the triumph 
over the Jefuits, with WhO(l1 he had long 
firuggled for the dheClion of the univcrtl.I)'. 

This was in 177 7. Weifhaupt had long bc~ 
fcheming the efiabliihment of an Affi)Cnltion or 
Order, which, in time, {hould govern the world. 
In his firft f~rvour and high expectations, he hint. 
cd to feveral Ex-Jefuits the probability of their re­
covering, under a new name, the inliuence which 
they formerly potfeffp.d, and of bemg again of 
great fervice to fociety, by direCting the educa~ 
tion-of youth of diftinCtion, now emancipated from 

H 4 aU 
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all civil and religious prejudices. He prevailed 
on fome to Join him, but they all retraCted but 
two. After this difappointment W eHhaupt be~ 
came the implacable enemy of the Jefuits; and 
his fanguine temper made him frequently lay him­
felf open to their piercing eye, and drew on him 
their keeneft refentment, and at laft made him 
the viCtim of their enmity. 

The Lodge Theodore was the place where the 
above-mentioned doctrines were moft zealoufly 
propagated. But WeHhaupt's emiffaries had 
already procured the adherence of many other 
Lodges; and the EdeCtic Mafonry had bem 
brought into vogue chiefly by their exertions at 
the Willemfbad convention. The Lodge Theo­
dore was perhaps lefs guarded in its proceedinp, 
for it became remarkable for the very bold fend. 
ments in politics and religion which were fre­
quently uttered in their harangues; and its mem­
bers were noted for their zeal in making profe­
lytes. Many bitter pafquinades, fatires, and other 
oifenfive pamphlets, were in fecret circulation, and 
even latger works of very dangerous tendency, 
and feveral of them were traced to that Lodge. 
The EleCtor often expre[ed his difapprobation of 
fuch proceedings, and fent them kind meffages, 
defiring them to be careful not to clHlurb the 
peace of the country, and particularly to recolleEl: 
the iolemn declaration made to every entrant 

into 
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into the Fraternity of Free Mafons, "That no 
" fubJeCl (If religion or politics {hall ever be 
" touched on In the Lodge;" a declaration which 
alone could have procured his permiffion of any 
fecret aifembly wh.ltever, and on the fincerity and 
honour of which he had reckoned when he gave 
his fauction to their eftablifhment. But repeated 
accounts of the fame kind increafed the alarms, 
and the Eleaor ordered ;t judicial inquiry into 
the ploceedings of the Lodge Theodore. 

It was then difcovered that this and feveral 
afTociated Lodges were the.nurfery or preparation 
fchool for another Order of Mafons, who called 
themfelves the ILLUMINATEtl, and that the ex­
prefs aim of this Order was to abolHh Chrifli­
anity, and overturn all civil government. But the 
refult of the inquiry was very imperfeCl: and un. 
fatistattory. No Illuminati were to be found.. 
They were unknown in the Louge. Some of the 
members occafionally heard of certain candiddtc~ 
for illumination called MIN1i:RVALS, who were 
fometimes feen among them. But whether there 
had been admitted, or '\\ ho received them, was 
known only to themfeIves. Some of there were 
~amined in PrIVate by the EIeaor himfelf. 
They faid that they were bound by honour to 
recrecy: but they 1ffured the Elector, on their 
honour, that the aim of the Order was in the 
hizheil degree praire-worthy, and ufeful both to 

chu~ch 
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(hurch and frate. But this could n6t aJla:y the 
a~ety of the profane public; and it was repeat. 
edly ftated to the EleCtor, that members of the 
Lodge Theodore had unguardedly fpoken of this 
Order as one that in time muO: Jule the world. 
He therefore iffued an order forbidding, during 

his pleafure, all feeret alfemblics, and flluttirrg up 
the Mafon Lodges. It was not meant to be rio 
goroufly enforced, but was intended as a trial of 
the deference of there Affociations for civil au­
thQrity. ne Lodge Theodore diftinguit'hed itfelf 
by pointed oppofitl0n, continuing its meetings; and 
the members, out of doors, openly reprob"tcd the 
prohibition as an abfurd and unjuftifiable tyr2.nny. 

In the beginning of 1783, four Profe[ors ')f the 
Marianen Academy, founded by the widow or 
the late Elector, viz. Utfchneider, Coffandey ~ 
Renner, and Grunberger, with two others, were 
{ummoned before the Court of Inquiry, ;Lid 

• 
'lueffioned, on their allegiance, refpeCting the 
Order of the llluminati. They acknowledged 
that they belonged to it, and when more dofely 
examiued, they related feveral circumfiances of 
its conftitution and principles. Their declarations 
were immediately publi1hed, and were very un." 
hvourable. Tbe'Order was {aid to abjure Chrifij... 
aoity, and to refufe admifiion int9 the higher d~ 
gues. to aU who adhered to 3I1)"'of the three CO~ 
fdllom- Senfual pleafures were refiored to tlle 

J r~ 
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rank they held in the Epicurean philofop~y. Self.. 
murder was jufHfied on Stoical principles. In the 
Lodges, death wa'l declared an eternal fleep; pa­
tl"iotifm and loyalty were called narrow-minded 
prejudices, and incompatible with univerfaI ben~ 

valence; continual declamations were made on 
liberty and equality as the unalienable rights of 
man. The baneful infbe:1ce of accumulated pr0-

perty was declared an infurmfluntable obftacle to 
the happinefs of any nation whole chief laws were 
framed for its protection and increafe. Nothing 
was fa frequently difcourfed of as the propriety of 
employing, fo,r a good purpofc, the means whim 
the wicked employed for evil purpofcs; and ir 
was taught, that the preponderancy of good in 
the ultimate refuIt confecrated every mean em~ 
played; and that wifdom and virtue confiftcd ill 
properly determining this balance. This appeared 
big with danger, becaufe it feemed eviJcnt that 

• nothing would be fcrupled at, if it could be made 
appearthatthe Order would derive advantage front 
it, becaufe the great objed of the Order- was held 
as fuperior to everyconfideration. They<..oncluded 
by faying, that the m(.thod of education made 
them all [pie<; on each oth,'!! and on ail around 
them. But all this was denied by the Illuminati. 
Some of thefe tenets wt.re faid to be abfclurdr 
falfe; and the reft were fal~ to he mifl:akell. The 
apoftate plofefiVrs- had a'Cknowledged their igiJo .. 

ranee 



108 '1' liE ILL U M l N A'r I. CHAP. II. 

rance of many things. Two of them were only 
Minervals, another was an Illuminatus of the 
loweft clafs, and the fourth was but one fiep far­
ther advanced. Pamphlets appeared on both fides, 
with very little effeCt. The EleCtor called before 
hiIh one of the Superiors, a young nobleman, who 
denied thofe injurious charges, and faid that they 
were ready to lay before hib Highnefs their whole 
archives and all confiitutional papers. 

Notwithllanding all this, the government had 
received fuch an imprefiion of the dangerous ten­
dency of the Order, that the EleCtor ifrued an­
other ediCl:, forbidding all hidden affemblies ; and 
a third exprefsly abolifhing the Order of Illumi. 
nati. It was followed by a fearch after their 
papers. The Lodge Theodore was immedlately 
fearched, but none were to be found. They [aid 
now that they burnt them all, as of no ufe, fince 
that Order was at an end. 

It was now difcovered, that Weifhaupt was the 
head and founder of the Order. He was de. 
prived of his Profdfor's chair, and banilhed from 
the Bavarian States; but with a penfion of 800 
florins, which he refufed. He went to Regenf­
burg, on the confines of Switzerland. Two Ita­
lians, the Marquis Confianza ann Marquis Sa. 
violi, were alfo banifiled, with equal penfions, 
(about £,40,) which they:accepted. One Zwack, 
a counfellor, holdin~ fome law-office, was alfo 

banifhed. 
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banithed. Others were imprifoned for rome time. 
\Vei1haupt went afterwards into the fervice of 
the D. of Saxe Gotha, a perf on of a romantic 
turn of mind, and whom we £hall again meet 
with. Zwack went into the fervice of the Pro de 
Salms, who foon after had fo great a hand in the 
difturbances in Holland. 

By deftroying thp papers, all opportunity was 
loft for authenticating thf' innocence and ufeful. 
nefs ()f the Order. After much altercation and 
paper war, We\fuaupt, now fafe m Regcnfburg, 
publifhed an account of the Order, namely, the 
account which was given to every Novice in a 
dircourfe read at hi~ reception. To this were 
:tdded the ftatutes and the rules of proceeding, as 
far as the degree of I1/ummalus Millor, included. 
This account he affirmed to be conformable to the 
teal prafrice of the Order. But this publication 
did by no means fatisfy the public mind. It dif. 
fered exceedingly from the accounts gi \ en by the 
four Profeffors. It made no mention of the 
higher degrees, which had been moll: blamed by 
them. Befides, it was alleged, that it was all 
a fiCtion, written in order to lull the fufpicions 
which had been raifed (and this was found to 
be the cafe, except in refpett of the very loweft 
degree). The real conftitution was brought to 
light by degrees, and fuall be laid before the 
reader, in the order in wh:ch it was gradually 

6 dlfcovered, 
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difcovered, t'1at we may the better judge of things 
not fully known by the conduCt of the leaders 
during the dete8:ion. The firfl: account given 
by WeHhqupt is correCt, as far as I fhall make 
ufe of it, and !hows clearly the methods that 
were taken to recommend the Older to firan'" 
gers. 

The Order of ILLUMINATI appears as an ac· 
ceifory to Free Mafonry. It is in the Lodges of 
Free Mafons that the Minervah are found, and 
there they arc prepared for IlluminatIon. They 
muft have previoufly obtained the three Engpfh 
degrees. The founder fays mLlre. He fays t~ 
his doCtrines are the only true Free r,1afonry • 
.He was the chief promoter of the Eclecltc Syfiern. 
'this he urged as the beft method for getting in. 
formation of all the explanations which have! 
be€n glven of the Mafonic Myfterics. He wa.s 
alio a Strta Objer'Lanz, and An adept Rofycru .. 
ciano The refult of all his knowledge is worthy 
of particular rematk, and fhall therefore be given 
at large. 

" I declare," fays he, "and I challenge aU 
" mankind to contradiu my declaration, that no 
"man can give any account of the Order of 
" Free Mafonry, of its origin, of its hifrory, of 
,,' its objea, nor any explanation of its myfteries 
" and fymbols, wllidl does not leave the' mind 

"in 
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" in total uncertainty on all there points. Every 
'~man IS entitled, therefore, to give any ex.. 
" planation of the fymbols, and any fyftem 'of 
"the doCtrines, that he ca.T\ render palatable. 
" Hence have fprung up that VarIety of fyftems 
'" which for t\\cnty years have "divided the Or ... 
"der. The fimple tale of the Engli(h, and the 
" fifty degrees of the French, and the Krughtt 
" of Baron Bunde. are equally authentic~ and 
"have equ:lJly had tIll: fupport of intelligent 
" and 'zealous Brethren. Thefe fyf1:ems are i. 
" faa but onto They have all fprung from the 
" Blue Lodge of Three degrees; take thefe for 
"their frandard, and found on thefe all the 
" improvements by which each fyfl:em is after­
" wards fuitcd to the particular objeCt which ~ 
" keeps ill view. There is no man, nor fyR:em, 
"in the world, which can fhow _ by undoubted 
" fucce11iun that it fhould frand at the head of 

" the Order. Our ignorance .in thiq particular 
" frets me. Do \)ut confider our fuort hiftor,­
" of 120 years.-Who willfhow me the Mother 
" Lodge? Thofe of London we have difcover. 
" ed to be felf-erected in 1716. Afk for theil­
'e archives. They tell you they were burnt~ 
U They have nothing but the wretched fophlfti. 
" catiolll of the Englilhman Anderfon, and the 
" Fre~ Defaguilliers. Where is the LQdga 
" oj York, which preten~!1 to the priority, with 

" thei' 
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" their King Bouden, and the archives tha~ he 
Ie brought from the Eafl:? Thefe too are aU 
"burnt. 'iVhat is the Chapter of Old- Aber­
"deen, and its Holy Clericate? Did we not 
" find it lmknown, and the Ma1i:m Lodges there 
" the moil: ignorant of all the ig-nol'ant, gaping 
'" for infiruClion fi-om our depu"ies? Did we 
" not find the fame thing at London? and have 
"not their miffionaries bem alllong us, prying 
" into our myfieries, and eager to learn from 
" us what is true Free Mafonry? It j" in vain, 
"therefore, to appeal to judges; they are no 
I' where to be found; aU daim for themfelves 
" the fcepne of the Order; aU indeed are on 
" an equal footing. They obtained fol1owers, 
"not from their authenticity, but from their 
" conducivenefs to the end which they propofed1 

" and from the importance of that end. 1t is 
" by this kale that we muIl: meafure the mad 

"and wicked explanations of the Rofycru .. 
"cians, the Exorcif1:s, and -Cabalif1:s. There 
" are rejeCted by all good Maf,ms, becaufe in­
"compatible with focial happinefs. Only fuch 
"fyfl:ems as promote this are retained. But 
" alas! they are all fadly deficient, becaufe they 
" leave us under the dominion of political and 
"religious prejudices; and they are as ineffi. 
" cient as the neepy dofe of an otdintry fer. 
" mono 

" But 
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BUt I have contrived an explanatiofl which 
" has every advantage; is inviting to Chrillians. 
" of every communion; gradually frees them 
"from all religious prejudices; cultivates the 
" foeial virtues ; and animates them by a great~ 
" a fcafible, and /peedy prorpeCt of univerfal hap­
U piners, in a {late of liberty and moral equality, 
" freed from the obfrades which fubordination. 
" rank, and riches, cunt ;mlally throw in out 
"way. My explanation is aCCUT.ltc, and com­

" plete; my mcam are eft'eCl:uaI, anti irrefdtiblc. 
" Our fecfct Aifociation works in a way that flO­

" thing can withlland, (7nd man jball flon be fi cc: 

" and IVI!>}!). 

" Thi, i~ the great objeCl held out by this Af­
"fociati;m, and the means of attaining it is Il~ 

" Iumination, enlightening the underllanding by 
.: lhc ft!n of reafon, vlhich\"ilI difpcl the clouds 
" of fupcrfi:ition and of pl cJudi,('. The prof!­
" cients ill this Ord~l arc therefore Jufl:ly n"m~'d 
" the Illuminated. And of .III Illumination which 
" human n;afon can gi\ c, none is comparable to 
" the difco,ery of what \.,c are, our luture, our 
" ob\igatiom. what happinds we are capable of, 
., and what .m.: tIle means of attaining it. In 

" comparifon with thi~, the moIl: brilliant [dences 
"are bL1 amufement'i for the idle and luxu­
"riOllS: ;;1'0 fit man by Ilhlmination for active 
" virtue, .to <:!ngag-e him to It by the ftrongeQ: 
h motives, to renc1er the attainment of it eafy 

I " .. nt;l 
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6& and certain, by finding efl1pioyment for every 

"talent, and by placing every talent in its pro. 
" per fphere of action, fo tlldt all, without feeling 
44 any extraordinary efi<m, and in conjunftion 
" with and completion of ordinary bufine(~, {hall 
" urge forward, with united flowers, the general 
"talk. This indeed will be all employment, 
"fuited to noble natures, grand in its views, 
" and delightful in its exercifc. 

" And Wh.lt is this genual objet!:? THE H"\P­

" l'INESS or TIlE HUMAN R ~CI. Is it not di!. 
" treffing to a generocs mind, after contemplat­
" illg what human nature is capab;c (If. to fee 
" how little we enjoy? "\Vhtll we !oul~ at this 
" g ooJI) wOlld, and fee that every man Jl/al be 
" happy, but that the happinef~ ot on" dept:nds 
" on the cnnduu- of another; when ,YC fec the 
"wicked fo powerfLl~, and the good 10 weak; 
" and tlnt it j, in VcUIl to {!:rive fingly and alone, 
" againfl the w::neral current of vICe and c.ppref­
" fion; the ",iill natur..tlI1 antes in the mind, 
" that it were pofiil1lc to form a durable comblO­
" 1tion of the molt worthy per[,'ns, who {hould 
" work together in removing the obftac1es to hu. 
" m:ln happinefs, becomc terrible to the wicked, 

"antI give their .lid to all the good. withOll' 

" dil1inttion, and fhould, by the mofi: powerful 
"means, firfl: fetter, and by fettering, letTen 
" vice; means which at the fame tim,c:,Aould pro­
~(mote \ iTt ue, by rendering the inclination to 

H reftitude 
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" rectitude hitherto fD feeble, more powerful and 

"engaging. Would not fuch an Aifoci,uion be 
(, a bleffing to the world? 

" But where are the proper perfons, the good, 
"the generous, and the accomplifhed, to be 
"found; and how, and by whatftrong motives, 
" are they to be induced to engage in;L talk fo 
" vafl:, fo mcdfalll, fo difficult, and fo laborious? 
" 1 hIS Aflixiation mull be gradual. There art 
u fol'1f' fuch perfons to be found. in every focie­
"ty. :-iuch noble minds ,,,ill be cng<lged by the 

" hCdrt-\varming- obJcct. The tirfi talk of the AI­
" fociation mufl: therefore be to fOllll [he young 

"menlber" As thde multiply and aciv<tncc, they 

" become the aponIes of beneficence, and the 
c_ "ork i~ now on foot, and advancc3 with a 4)eed 

" II':CI rafing every day. The flightefl: olJ[ena­
" tion 1bow~ that nothing will [0 much contri­
" butc to increa[e the zealot the r!'Y'mber, as Ie­
" cret union. We fee v'Iith what kCLl1lld~ dllJ 

"zeal the fIivolom bufine[, of Free l\Llfonry 
"is condu,-lcd, by perfnm knit together by the 
" fcerecy of their union. It is n<':l'Jlt fs to in­
~, qUIre into the caufes of this zeal\\ hich fecrecy 
"produces. It is an univerfal Lid, confirmed 
" by the illfl:')ry of every age. Let tlIi~ circum­
~, fiance of our conl1itlltion therefi)re be directed 
" to this noble purpofe, ~Tl.d then all the objec­
~, tions HT6cd at,amlt it by Jealolls t: ranm and 

., affrighted fUPLl fbti()n WIll vanilh. The Order 
1 2 "", '\\ ill 
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"will thUS work filently, an.! fecurely; and 
" though the generous benefaCl:ors of tht: human 
" nee dye thus uLprl\'d of the appld.ufe of the 
" wOlld, they have the noble pleafure of feeing 
" their work profpe;- in their h:mds." 

Such is the aim, and fuch are tht hopes of the 
Order df the Illuminated. Let us now fee how 
thefe were to be accornplil11ed. -~v e cannot judge 
with perfea certainty of this, bccaufe the account 
givenof the confl:itution of the Order by its founder 
includes only the lowdt deglee, and even this is 
liable to great fufplCillU. The accounts given by 
the four PlOldlors, c\ cn of this part of the Order, 
make a \ cry JifTerent imprefiion on the mind, al. 
though they dine! only in a few particuLrs. 

The only ofl.,.n['ble mernben of the Order 
were tht: l\Iinnvell<" They were to he found 
only in the L)dgL~ of Free Marons. A cand:date 
for adrnIllion mult make his Willi known to fome 
Minerval; he flrort~, it to a'Superior, who, by 
" challnel to be e'.piained prefently, intimates it 
to the ('uLmcd. No notice i, farther taken of it 
for fome time. The candidate is carefully ob­
ferved in filcnce, :md it thought unfit for tht Or­
der, no notice is taken ot his folicitation. But if 
otherwiI:, the c,llldidate receiv~s privately an in­
vitation to a conference. Here he meets with a 
per&m unknown to him, and previous to all far­
ther confelem:e, he IS required to perufe and to 
fi~ the follov.ing oath: ., . 
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" !, N. N. hereby hind myfdf, by mine honour 
" and good nat11P. forfwearillg all mental tefer-
" vation, never to reveal, hy hint, WOI Lt, writ-
" ing, or in any manner whatl.'\ <'1, evcn to my 
" mofi tTUfted friend, ,my thiJlg that fluli n()w 
" be faid or done to me rcfpe(.1in~ my wHhed· 
"for rec(:ption, and this whelhcr my reception 
~, thaU follow OT not, I being previoufly aifured 
" that it {hall contain nothing contrary to reli-
" gion, the flate, nor good manners. I pro-
" mife, that I il1all make no intelligible extract 
"from any papers which thall be {hewn me 
" now or during my noviciate. illl this I fwear, -
" a~ 1 am, and as I hope to continue, a Man of 
" Honour." 

The urbanity of this protcflation mufi: agree­
ably imprefs the mind of a perron"", ho recollects 
th~ drf'adful imprecations which he made at his 
reception into the din~rent ranks of Free Ma­
fonry. The candidate is then lIltrouuceQ to all 

[/luJIllnatuJ Dtrtgc;s, whom perhaps he knows, 
and is told that tIm perf on is to be his future in­
fuuctor. Then~ is now prt:rLfited to the candidate, 
what they call a t<lble, in whIch ht: writc~ his name, 
place of birth, ahc, rank, place ot lefideuce, pro­
feilion, and favourite ftuJies. He is tllen made 
(0 read fev':uI articles of thIS table. It contairts, 
ljl, A very concife aCCO'lnt of the Order, it~ con­
~eaion with Free Maronn, ,md its grt'!at object, 
the promoting the;: happinefs of mankind' by 

I 3 means 
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means ofimlruetion and confirmation in virtuou:> 
principles. 2d, Several quefticns relative to the 
Order. Among thefe are, " "What advantages 
"he hopes to derive from being a mt'mber? 
"What he mofi particularly willies to learn? 
" What delicate queflions relative to the life, the 
" profpecrs, the duties of rodn, as an individual, 
~, and as a citi7.en, he willies to have particularly 
" difcu1fed to him? In what refpeds he thinks 
" he can be of ufe to the Order? \\7ho ale hi5 

" ancefiors, relatiollS, fl iends, con cfpondents, or 
" enemies? Whom he tilillks proper perfans to 
" be received into ~he Order, or whom he t:1inks 
" unfit for it, and the 1 eafom for bol h oriniollS?" 
To each of thefe queftions he mufl give fome an­
fwer in writing. 

The Novice and his Mentor are known only to 
each other; perhaps nothing more follows upon 
this; if otherwife, the Mentor app()H't~ another 
conference, and begins his inftrucliom, by giv:ag 
him in detail certain portiom of the conflituLion, 
and of the fundamental rules of the Order. Of 

thefe the No,ice mufl give a weekly account in 
wntlDg. He muIl: alfo read, in the Mentor's 
houfe, a book containing more of the inftruuions 
of ·the Order; but he muft make no extraCts. 
Yet from this reading he mufi. dt'ri\'e all his 
knowledge; and he mufl: give an account in writ­

mg of his progrds. All writings received from 
his Superiors muIl: be returned with a flated 

13 punCtuality_ 
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puncruillity. Thefe '\\Tirings confifi chiefly of 
important and ddicatc quefl:ions, [uiled, either to 
the particubr indinaciGn, or to the pcculiJ.r tafi:e 
which the candIdate held difcove 1 ed in hill [ub­
fcriptions of the articles of the table, ahJ in his 
former rc[cripn" or to the direetion which the 
Mental v.ifhcs to give to his thoughts. 

Enlightenjng the underfianding, and the root­
ing out of prtjlHliees, aT';:' pointed out to him a:. 

the principal ta{k.~ of his nm'iciatc. The know­
ledge of himrclf is confidered a .. prepar,ltory to 
all other knowledge. To difcIofc to him, by 
IlleilIlS of the ("aIm and unbia{fcd llbfervation of 

his mfiruetor, what is his own charader, hif> molt 
vulnerabk fide. either in lefpeCl: of tunper, paf­
iions, or prepofidfions, is therefore the mort 
effenti:l1 fervice that can be dune him. For this 
pnrpofe there is required of him rome account 
of his own condl/a (In oecaf/ons where he doubt­
ed of its propriety; fome accoUlit of his friend­
fhips, of his diifert:Ilces of opinion, and of 1:!s 
condu8: on fueh o(cafioJls. From fuch rdatiam 
the Superior Icarns his Illanner of thinking and 
judging, and thofc propenfi(ie~ which requil e his 
chief attention. 

Having made the candiJat[.> acquainted w;th 
himfelf~ he is appnJcd that the Order i;; not a 
fpecularive, but an .lchv'> AflucldtlOlI, cngagul in 
Joing good to others. ] I," knov. ledge of !tu-

1 + man 
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man character is therefore of all others the roof\: 
important. This is acquired only by obfervation, 
affified by the inftruetions of his teucher. f":ha­
racters in hiftory are propofed. to him for ob­
fervation, and his opinion is required. After this 
he is direCLed to look around him, ao,l to notice 
the conduct of other men; a11u part of hi~ weekly 
refcripts filuft confifi of accounts of all interefi­
ing occurrences in his neighbourl10od, wh~ther of 
a public or private nature. Cofidndey, one of the 

four Profetfors, gives a particular acc.ount of the 
infiruaions relating to thi~ kind of fcience. 
" The Novice ll1ufI: be attentive to trifles: for in 
~'frivolous occurrence,> a man is indolent, and 
" makes no effort to aCt a part, fo that his rt.al 
" charaCter is then aCting alone. Nothing wiH 
" haw fuch influence with the Superiors in pro­
" moting the advancement of a calldidatl as very 
" copious narrations of this kind, bec,lUfe the 
"candidate, if promoted, i~ to be employed in 
" an aCtive {huon, and it i~ from thIs kind of 
" infOlmation only that the Superiors can Judge 
" of his htne[~. The[e charaCtcnfl:ic anecdotes 
" are not for the infl:rudillll of the Superiors, who 

" arc men of 101:;:; experience. dnd famIliar with 

" fuch occupation. But they inform the Order 
~. concclning the talmts and protlclehc), of the 

" young- IIlcmbtr. ScientIfic illfhuCliCln, being 
,. connected by {yllUl1, i~ fooncommunicated, and 

3 " may 
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" may in general be very completely obtained 
" from the books which are recommended to the 
" N Dvice, and acquired in the public fcminaries 
" of inftrudion. BLlt knowledge of charaCter is 
" more multifarious and mure delicate. For this 
'" there is no college. and it mult therefore re­
" qUlre longer time for it~ attainment. Befidt's, 
" this ailidl.lOu,> and long-c~mtinued fl:udy of men, 
" enables thp poffdlc)r of fuch knowledge to act 
" with men, J.nd by hi~ knowledge of their cha~ 
" YaC1er, to influence their conduct. For fuch 
" reafons thi~ fiudy is continued, and thefe rc. 
" fcripts are required, during the v{hole progrefs 
" through the Order, and attention to them is 
" recommended as the only mean of advance­
"meht. Remarks on Phyuognomy in there. 
" narrations arc accounted of conuderable va­
"lue." So far Mr. Coifundey. 

During all thi!. trial, which may laft one, two, 
or three years, the Novice knows no perfon of 
the Order but his·own inftruCtor, with whom he;; 
has frequent meetings, along with other Mmer. 
vals. In thefe converfarions he learns the import­
ance of the Order, and the opportunities he will 
afterwards have of acquiring much hidden fcience. 
The employment of his unknown Superiors na­
tur ally caufes him to entertain very high notions 
of their abilities and worth. He is !;ounfdled to 
aim at a n:femblanct! to them by getting rid by 

degrie~ of all thofe prejudices or prepofi"effions 

whi~ 
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which checked his BWR former progrefs; cpld he 

is ailifled in this endeavour by an invitation to a 
correfpondence with them. He may addrefs bis 
'ProviIlcial Superior, by direCl:ing his letter Soli, 

or the General by Pnmo, aT the Superiors in ge­
neral by .!i:!f,bus /rut. In thefe letters he may 
mention whatever he tbinks conducIve to the 
advancement of the Order; he may inform the 
Superiors how his inlhuCtor bthaves to him; if 
affiduous or remifs, indulgent or {cvere. The 
Superiors are enjoined by the ftrongefl: motrves to 
convey thefe l(j!tters wherever addrefl"cd. None 
but the General and Council k.now the refule 
of all this; and all are ,:njoined to ktcp the'll­
felves and their proceedings unknown to all the 
world. 

If three years of this Noviciatc have eIapfcd 
without further notice, tIlt! MinervaI'mul'l: look 
for no further advancement; he is found nnfit, 
and remains a Free MaCon of the highdt c1afs. 
1 his is called a Sta baw. 

But fhould his Superiors judge more favourabl1 
of him, he is dra",n out of th<:: gent"rai mafs of 
:Free MaCons, and becomes IlluJIlIrlatus Mlilor. 
'When called t(l a wnference fur this purpol.e, he 
is told in the moft [erio\lS manner, that "it is 
"vain for him to hope to acquire wifdOlll by: 
" mere fy!l:ematic in!l:ruetion; :f()r [ul.h infrruc­
" non th\:: Superiors have no leifure. Their duty 
" is, not to form fpeculators, out adivc men. 

" whom 
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" whom they muil: immediately employ in the fer. 
"vice of the Order. He mun: therefore grow 

" wife and able entirely by the unfolding and ex­
" ertion of his own talents. His Superiors have 

" already difcovered what thefe art, and know 
,~ what fervice he may be capable of rendering 

H the Order, provided he now heartily acquiefces 

"in being thus honourably clllIJloyed. Th~y 

" will affifl him in bringing his talents into action, 
" and will place him in th-: {itu,ltions molt fa­
" vourable for their cxtrtion, fn t11:-.t he l11.ly be 
" ojfurcd of fucccfs. Huherto he h,,~ bpen a mere 
5' fcholar, but his firfl: ftc p {,uli,\."'[ C<lrncs him 

" into aCl:ion; he mufi: thc:-e[.Jrc now confider 
" himfdf as an inlhument in the hand\ of his 

" Superiurs, to be ufed tor the nobltft pl'rpofes." 

The aim C'f the Order is no\\ n1< 11 c 'tIlly told 
him. It is, in one fentencc, "to mal, e of the 
" human race, without '1m t1jll.iJlltioll of nation, 

"condItion, or prl,lfeffion, one ;jove! llld happy 
"family." To thIS .lim, L'LlllLlnlh,loly attdill­

Olbie, every fmaller confide131il :1 nlll ft give way. 
This may fometimcs require ['ILrificel' which 
no man ftanding alone ha& fortitude to make; 

but which become light, and a foUl ce of the 
purefl: enjoyment, \>\hen iupported and wcou­
raged by the c,1untcnance and co-operatioll of 
the united 'Wife ,md g,')oa, fuch aB arc the Supe­
liars d' the Order. If the candidate, warmed 
by the alluring picture of the pollible happine[s' of 

.a vir-
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a virtuous Society, fays that he if> fenfible of the 
propriety of· this procedure, and f1:ill wifhes to be 
of the Oruer, he is required to fign the followin;; 
obligation : 

"I, N. N. protdl bcf01e you, the wurthy Pleni. 
" pl1tUltiary of the venerable Order into which I 
" with to be admitted, that I ackno\\ ledge my na· 
" tural weakut'fs and inability, and that 1, with all 
" my poifdIions, rank,honours, and tItles ,vhich I 
" hold in political fociety, am, ::It hottom, only a 
" man; I can enJoy thefe things only through my 
" fellow-men, and t1uough them alfo I may lofe 
"them. The approl:>ation and confideration of 
" my fellow.men dfe indifpenfably necelrary, and 
" I muft tty to maintain them by all my talents. 
" Thefe I will never ufe to the prejudice of uni. 
u; verfa} good, but will oppofe, with all my might, 
" the enemies of the human race, and of polio 
" tical [ociety. I will embrace every opportunity 
F' of raving mankind, by improving my under~ 
" ftanding and my affeCtions, and by imparting 
~'all impol tant knowledge, as the good and 
" fiatutes of this Order require of me. I I bind 
~~ ~yfelf to perpetual filence and unfhaken loy~ 
" alty and fubmiffion to the Order, in the perfons 
" of my Superiors; here making a faithful and 
'( complete furrender of my private judgment. 
" my own will, and every narrow~minded em.. 
" ployment of my power and influence. I pledge 
~, 1l1yrelf to account the good of the Order as mr 

~, own. 
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" own, and am ready to fen"e it with my fortune, 
" my honour, and my blood. Should I, through 
" omiilion, neglect, pailion, or wiLkt:dnefs, be­

"-have contrary to this good of the Ord~r, I fub­

" jeCt myfelf to what rl:proof or punifhment my 
" Superiors fhall elljoin. The friends and enemies 
" of the Order fhall be my friends and enemies; 
" and with refped tlJ both I will conduCt myldf 
'"' as direCted by the Order, and am ready, in 
"eVt;iY bwful way, to devote wyfelf to its ill­
" creafe and promotion, and therein to employ 
" all my ability. All thi" I promift', and protell, 
" withotlt fecret refervatioll, according to the in­
" tendon of the Society which require from me 
" th~ engagement. This 1 dQ as I am, and as I 
" hope to continue, a Man of Honour." 

A drawn fword is then pointed clt his brcafl:, 

and he is aiked, Will you be obedient to the 
commands of your. Superion? He 13 threatened 
with unavoidable vengeance, from which no po­
tentate can defend him, if he fhould e\'cr be­
tray the Order. He is then a{ked, I. What aim 
does he willi the Order to have? 2. What means 
he would chotff~ to, advance this aim? 3. \Vhom 
he withes to keep 0':lt of the Order? 4. What 
fobjects he willies mrt to be difcuffed in it? 

Our candidate is n0W ILLUMINATUS MINOR. 

It is needlefs to narrate the mummery of recep­
tion, and it is enough to fay, that it nearly're­

femble.s 
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femblcs that of the Mafonit Cbevalier du Solet/, 
known to everyone much coftverfant in Mafcmry. 
Weifhaupt's preparatory difcourfe of reception h 
a piece of good compofition, whether confidered 

as argumentative, (from topics, indeed, that are 
very gratuitous and fanciful,) or as a fpecimen of 
that declamation which was fo much practifed 
by Libanius and the other Sophifts, and it gives 
a diflinct. and captivating account of the profeifed 
aim of the Order. 

The IlluminMus M/1lor learns a good deal more 
of the Order, but by very fparing morfels, under 
the fame inftructor. The tark has now become 
more delicOlte and difficult. The chief part of it 
is the roo ling out of prejudices in politics and re~ 
ligion; and Weilhaupt has {hown much addrefs 
in the method which he has employed. Not the 
roof!: hurtful, but the mof!: eafily refuted were 
the firO: flt ~'Jeds of difcuffion, fo that the pupil 
gets into the hrlbits of viaor),,; and hi, leverence 
for the fy fl:ems of either kind is diminifhed when 
they are found to have harboured fuch untenable 
opinions. The proceedings in the Eclectic I.odges. 
c;,f Mafonry, and tllt: haran~ues of the Brother 

Orators, teemed \\ ith the boldeft fcntiments both 
in politics and reIigi.I.)J1. Enlightening, and the 
lriumph of rearon, hrtd been the ton of the coun~ 
try for fome time pan; and every inflitution, civil 
and religious, had been the fubjcCl of the mofl 

fH' .. , 
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free criticifm. Above all, the Cofmo.politifm, 
imported from France, where it had been the 
favourite topic of the enthufiaO:i1:al reconomill:~ 
\jas now become a general theme of difcuffion ill 
a1t foeieries that had anypretenfions to LUltivation. 
It was a fubjeCl of eafy and agreeable declama­
tion; and the Literati found in it a fubjctt ad­
mirably fitted for ihowintj their talentl>, and 
ingrd.tiating thcmIclws \\<irh the young men of 
fortune, whofe minds, hnfufpicious as yet and 
generous, were fired with the fJ.ir profpeCl.s fet 
before them of univerfal and attainable happinefs. 
Ancl the pupils of the Illuminati were Hill more 
warmed by the thought that they were to be the 
happy inflruments of accomplifhing all thi". And 
though the doarine~ of univerfal liberty and 

equality, as imprefcriptible lights of man, might 
fometimes ftartlc thofewhopoffeffed [headvanrage 
of fortune, there were thollfands of younger fons, 
and of men of talents without fortune, to whom 
thefe were agreeable founds. And we muO: par. 
ticularly obferve, that thofe who were now the 
pupils were a fet of picked fubjech, whore cha. 

raders and peculiar biafes were well known hy 
their condua during their noviciate as Minervals. 
They were therefore fuch as, in all probability, 
would not boggle at very free fentiments. 'Ve 
might rather expcCl: a partiality to doctrines which 
removed [orne rdl:raints which formf'rly checkcQ 

tbetTl 
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them. in the in<l.ulgtnce of youthful pa1ftOns. 
Their inftrue\:ors, who have thus re!iev~ their 
minds from fuveral anxious thoughts, muft appear 
,JDen of fUj>erior minds. This was a notion moll: 
carefully inculcated; and theycould fee nothing to 
contradict it; for, except their own Mentor, they 
knew none; they heard of Superiors of different 
ranks, but never raw them; and the fame mode 
of inftruGioll that was pracrifed during their no­
viciate was frill retained. More particulars of the 
Order were !lowly unfolded to them, and they 
were taught that thdr Superiors were men of dif­
tinguifued talents, and weT(' Superiors for this rea· 
fon alone. They wcre taught, that the great op­
portunities which the Superior1> had for obferva­
lion, and their habits of continually occupying 
their th\mghtswith thegreat obJeCls of this Oraer, 
had enlarged their views, e\ en far beyond the nar. 
row limits of nations and kingdoms, which they 
hoped would one day coalefce into one great So. 
ciety, where confideration would attach to talents 
and worth alone; and th<u pre-eminence in thefe 
wouM be invariably attended with all the enjoy­
ments of influence and power. And they were 
told that they would gradually become acquaint­
ed with thefe great and venerab~e charactels, as 
they advanced in the Order. In earneft of this, 
they were made acquainted with one or two Su. 
periors, and ~jth feveral Iluunmati of their oWB 

rank. 
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rank. Alfo, to whet their zeal, they are now 
made infrruHor!. of one or two Min~rvals, and 
report their pIOgrefs to their Superiors. They 
are given to underfiand [hat nothing can fa much 
recommend them as the fuccefs w~th which they 
perform this taik. It is declared to be the beft 
evidence of their ufefulnefs in the great defigns 
of the Ordel. 

The baleful effeCts of general fuperll:ition, and 
even of any peculiar rdi..;ious prepoffcffion, are 
now firongly inculcated, and the dikernment of 
the pupils in thefe matters is learnt..d by quefrions 
which are given them from time to time to dif. 
cufs. Thefe are managed with delicacy and dr­
cumfpecHon) that the timid may not be alarmed. 
In like manner, the political doCtrines of the 
Order are inculcated with the utmon caution. 
After the mind of the pupil has been warmed 
by the pictures of univerfdl happinefb, and con­
vinced that it is a pollible thing to unite all the in. 
habitants of the earth in one great fvciety; and 

• 
after it has been made out, in fome meafure to the 
fatisfaClion of the pupil, that a great addition of 
happinefs would be gained by the abolition of 'na­
tional dill:inClions and animofities; it may fre­
quently be no hard tafk to make him think that 
patriotifm is a narrow-minded monopolifing fen­
timent, and even incompatible with the more en­
larged views of the Order; namely, the uniring 
t4e whole human race int() one. great and happy 

x:. fodety. 
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fociety. Plinces are a chief feature of national 
diftinEtion. Princes, therefore, may now be fafely 

reprefented as unneceiTary. If fa, loyalty to 
Princes lofes much of its facred character; and 
the fo frequent enforcing of it in our common po­
litical difcufIions m.,y now be eafily made to ap­
pear a felfifh m~xim of rulers, by which they may 
more eafily enflave the people; and thus it may 
at laft appear, that religion, the love of our par­
ticular country, and loyalty to <'ur PI illce, fhould 
be refifted, if, by thefe partial or narrow views, 
we prevent the accornplifhment of that cofmo­
political haplllll.J~ "hiLh is continually held forth 
as the gll.at ()hJd:1 of the Order. It is in this 
point d LLW tll<1L the terms of devotion to the 
OJ der, which arc inferted in the oath of admif. 
[;cn, are now explained. The authOlity of the 
tuli:13 PPV";l i) if, lhcl c[ore rcprefcnted as of 
iU:";li'Jr 11](,ral \y.:ight to that of the Order. 
" Thefe ron,ers are delpots, when they do not 
" LOndu,-1 thcrnfdvcs by iI'S principles; and it 
" IS thea fore our dllty to furround them with its 
" lll"':mber:', fo tlut the profane may have no ac­
" ccfs to theIll. '1 hus we ale able mofl: power­
" fully to promote its interefts. If any perfon is 
" more difpoftJ tv lifi,-n [0 Princes than to the 
" 01 cler, he is not fit for it, and muft rife no 

"higher. "\V c muft do our utmofl: to procure 
" the advancement of Illunlinati into all import. 

" ant civil offices.' J 

.AccQrdingly 
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Accordingly the Order laboured in this with 
great zeal :md [uccc[~. 11 corrcfpondence was 
difcovered, in which it is plain, that, 'by their 
influence, one of the greaten: pcclefiaHical dig­
nities 'Was filled up in oppofition to the right 
and authority of the ArchbiIhop of Spire, who 
is there reprefcnted as a tyrannic.!l and bigot­
ted priefi. They contrived to place t~eir mem­
bers as tutor~ to the youth of difilllC1:ion. 
One of them, Baron Leuchtfenring. took the 
ch:lrge of a young Prince wi.thout any falary. 
They infinuared themfelve5 into all public of­
fice~, and particularly into courts of Jufl:ice. In 
like 1l1 • .mner, the chairs in the Ulliverfity of In­
golfiadt were (w:th only t\\'o eAceptions) occu­
pied by Illuminati. "Rulers who .ue mem­
" bers mufi be promoted th10ugh the ranks of 
" the Order only in proportion as they a&­
" kno\Vlcdgf' the goodncfs of its great objed, 
"and manner of procedl,re Its obje8: may 
"be faid to be the checking the rylLl.llny of 
" princes, nobles, and priefls, and efiablifJllng an 
" univerfal equality of condition and of religIOn." 
fhe pupil is now informed, " that fuch a religion 
" is contained in the Order, is the perfeCtion of 
" Chriitianity, dnd will be imparted to him in 
" due time." 

Thefe and other principles and maxims of the 
Order are partly comml1nicated by the verbal in-

K 2 firuCtion 
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ftttiaion of the Mentor, partly by writings, 
which mull be punfruaBy returned, and partly 
read bi the pnpil at the MentJr's haufe, (btlt 
without taking extraCts,) in fueh portio"ns as he 
fhall direct. The refcripts by the pupil mull: 
contain difcuffions on thefe fubjects, and anec­
dotes and defcriptions of living charaB:ers; and 
there mull: be zealoufly continued, as the chief 
mean of advancement. All this while the pupil 
knows only his Mentor, the Minervals, and a 
few others of his <r..yn rank. All mention of de­
grees, or other bufinefs of the Order, mun be 
carefully avoided, even in the meet:ngs with 
other members: "for the Order willies to be 
"feeret, anu to work in filence; for thus it 
" is hetter fecured from the oppreffion of the 
" ruling powers, and becaufe this [cereey gives a 
• greater zen to the whole." 

This iliort account of the Nov1riate, and of 
the loweft elars of Illuminati, is all we can 
get from the authority of Mr. Weifhaupt. The 
higher degrees were not publifhed by him. 
Many circumftances appear fufpicious, are eer"" 
tainly fufeeptible of different turns, and may 
eafily be pufhed to Vf?ry dangerous extremes. 

The accounts given hy the four Profefl"ors 
confirm thefe fufpieions. They declare upon 
oath, that they make all thefe ac{."fation~ 
in confequence of what they heard in the Illeet-

ings,. 
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ings, and of what they knew of the Higher 
Orders. 

But fince th~ time of the fuppreffion by the 
EleCtor, difcoveries have been made which 
throw great light on the fubJect. A colleCtion 4-
original papers and correfpondence was fouod by 
fearching the houfe of one Zwack (a member) 
in 1786. The following year a much larger 
collection was f()und at the houfe of Baron Be{. 
fus ; and fince that time Baron Knigge, the moLt 
active member next to Weiihaupt, puhli!hed an 
account of fame of ~he hight:r degrtc:;, which ha,4 
been formed by himfelf. A long while after thi~ 
were publifhed, Nc1,lcflC Ar~eitung cks Spartac.1# 
find Pbtlo In der lilummatcn Orticn, and Hohere 
Graden dc; Ilium. Orden/I Thefe two work.s give 
an account of the whole feeret conftitution of the 
Order, its various degrees, the manner of con. 
ferring them, the inftructions to the intrant:>, 
and an explanatioa of the connection of the 
Order with Free Mafonry, and a criticall,iftory. 
We £hall give forne extJ'acts from fu.ch of thefe 
as have been publi£hed. 

Weifhaupt was tht: founder i~ 1776. In 
1778 the number of members was confider~biy 
increafed, and the Ordt;r was fully eftablHhed. 
The members took antique names. Thus Weif­
haupt toQk the name of Spartac\.L>, the man 
who headed the infurrtction of flaves, which .in 

K 3 Pompey's 
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Pompey's tiIPe kept Rome in terror and uproar 
for three years. Z"vack \\ as caild Cato. Knigge 
was Philo. Baffus \lllS Hannibal. Hertel was Ma­
rius .. Marqeis Con{Lmza was Diomedes. Nico­
lai, an eminent and learned bookfeller in Berlin, 
and author of feveral WOl"k" of Icrutatl0n, took 
the name of Lucian, the grt:at fcoffer at all reli­
gion. Another was Mahomet, &c. It is remark­
able, that except Cato and Socrates, we have not 
a name of any ancient who was eminent as a 

teacher and praCtifer of virtue. On the con­
trary, they fcem to have affected the charaCters 
of the free-thinkers and turbulent fpirits of an· 
tiquity. In the fame manner they give ancient 
names to the cities and countries of Europe. 
Munich was Athens, Vienna was Rome, &c. 

Spartacus to Cato, Fcb. 6, 1778. 

" Mon but tjt de laire vafolr fa ratJon. As a 
" fubordin«te objeCt I fhall endeavour to gain fe­
" curity to ourfelves, a backing in cafe of mif. 
" fortunes, and affifrance from without. I {hall 
" therefore pre[~ the cultivation of fcience, cfpe­
" dally fueh fciences as may have an influence 
" ('It Com llct:ption in the world, and may ferve 
,. tl 1,l1l0Ve ubfracles out of the v. ay. '~T e have 
',' tJ ) l ruggle.: with pedantry, with intolerance, 

" with 
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"with divines and fiatefmen, and, above all, 

"' princes and priefl:~ are in our way. 1\1cn are 
<, unfit as they are, and mufi be formed; each 

" c1a[~ mufi be the [choo1 of trial for the next. 
" This will be tedious, becau[e it is hazardous. 
" In the laft cl,\{fes I propoie acaucmies under 
"the direction of the Older. This "ill fecure 
" us the adherence of the Literati. Science {hall 
" here be the 11lfC. Only tlwfc \~ 110 are afruredly 
"proper fubJctl:s (h : be pid ... l.:ll out from 
" among the infelior Ll.ili-. il i tile higher m)'f­
" teries, "hich contain the hrlt prinLiplcs and 
" means of promoting a happ) life. ~0 reli­
"glOnifl: mufi, on any account, be admitted 
" mto thefe; for here" e work at the difcovery 
" and eAtlr}Jation of fuperftition and prejudices. 

"The inftru<1ions fhall be fo conducted that 
" each {hall difclo[e what he think~ he conceals 
•• v.~thin his own breaft, what are his ruling pro­
" penfities and pafiiona, ;llld how fdT he hac, ad­
" vanced in the c~Il1manJ of hilllft.lt: This wIll 
" anfwer all the purpofcs 01 <lUI i<. ular confefllOu: 
" and, Ul particular, eVel} perron !hall be made 

" a fpy on another and on all around hun. No~ 

., thing can efcap~ our fIght; by thefe means 
,- we :lhall n..l(l1ly dilcoH who are ~ontl:!nteJ, 

~, and recl-ive \\ ith rt.ht11 the pl.culi,u !tate-doc­
" trines and religious opinions th'lt arc laid be­
" fore them; and, at I.l.it, the truft-\~onhy alune 

K 4 "'Will 
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« will be admitted to a participation of the whole 
" maxims and political conftitvtion of the Or~ 
"der. In a council compofed of fuch members 
" we {hall labour at the contrivance of means to 
" drive by degrees the enemies of reafon and of 
" humanity out of the world, and to efiablilh a 
" peculiar morality and religiou fitted for the 
" great Society of Mankind. 

" But this -is a ticklifh projeCt, and requires 
"the utmon circumfpeaion. The f'lueamifh 
" will fiart at the fight eJ relJgious or political 
" novelties; and they mult be prepared for them. 
" We rnuft be particularly careful about the books 

.' which we recommend; I iliall confine rhem at 
" firf\: to moralif\:s and reafoning hiflorians. This 
"will prepare for a patient reception, in the 
" higher claffes, of works of a bolder flighr, fuch 
"as Robinet's S.vjlLl/le de fa Nature-Poltt.que 
" Naturelle-Phdifophre de fa Nature-SyflclIle 
" Social-The writings of Mitabaud, &c. Helve­
" tius is, fit only for the ftrongell: {tomachs. If 
" anyone has a copy already, neither praife nor 
" find fault with him. Say nothing on {uch fub. 
" jeets to intrants, for we don't know how they 
" will be received-folks are not yet prepared. 
" Marius, an excellent man, mull: be dealt with. 
~'His fiomach, which cannot yet di8cll: fuch 
" fhong food, mufi acquire a better tone. The 
" allegory 011 which I am to found the myfl:eries 

~, of 
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" of the Higher Orders is the fire-worfhip of the 
"Magi. We mufi have fome wodhip, and 
" none is [0 appofite. LET THERE BE I.IGHT, 

" AND THERE SHALL Be LIGHT. This is my 
" motto, and is my fundamental principle. The 
" degrees will be Feuer Orden, Parfen Orden· ; 
"all very practicable. In the courfe through 

" the[~ there will be no ST A :B~NE (this is the 
" an[wer giVlll t~ one who folicits preferment. 
" and is rcfllfed). F or I engage that none thall 
"enter this clafs who has not laid afide his 
"prejudices. No man is fit for our Order who 
" is nol a Brutus or a Catiline, and is not ready 
"to go every length.-Tell me how you like 
" this.'" 

Spartl1CUS to Calo, March 1778. 

" To collea unpublifhed works, and informa­
~, tion from the archives of States, will be a moR 

• 
" ufeful fervice. We {hall be able to {how in a 
H very ridiculoul> light the claims of our defpots. 
" Marius (keeper of the archives of theEleaorate) 
" has fen eted out a noble document, which we 
" have got. He makes it, for[ooth, a cafe of 
" confcicnce-how filly that-fince only that is 

• ThJc I, l vidently the M'y'/Iere du MlthruJ mentioned by 
Ban-nel, in hI, HIIlory of Jacobinifm, and had been carried 
into France by Bedc ilnd Dl./che. 

"fin 
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"fin which is IIltlmately produGi\'e of lOifchief. In 
" this cafe, where the advantagt.> htr exceeus the 
" hurt, it is meritorious virtue. It will do more 
" good in our hand:, than by rLlll • .imng for 1000 

" years on the dufty ih._'H." 
There was fount! in the hand-writing of Zwack 

a project for a Sifi.erho(,d, in fuhief'\',cHl Y to the 
defigns of the 1,11uminati. In it arc tl1t- t~1] \\'ing 

paifages: 
" It will be of gnat fervire, and procnre us 

" both much inf Of'11ation {I,zd lltClncf, and \\ III fUlt 

" charmingly the telae of m,:my of our trucfhnem­
." bers, who are lovers uf the lex. It fhould con­

" flft of two ctdres, the Yirtuou~ clnd tl.e freer 
"hearted (I. c. thofe who f1 'f out of the com­
" man tr;\d( of prudiih manners); they mdt not 
" know at each other, and lllUft be unat::r the di­

" reaion ot men, but \\ithout kno\'ing it. rlo­
" per books mufi. be put into their hands, and fuch 
" (but lecretly) as are fiatterin,g to their paffions." 

There are, in the fame hand-writing, Defcrip. 
tion of a fl:rong box, whIch, if forced open, /hall 

hlow up aUlI delhoy its conrents-Scveralreceipts 

for proeHling abortion-A compofition which 

blinds or kills \\ hen fpurted in the facc-A lheet, 

containillg a 1 cceipt for fympathetic ink-Tea for 

plOcuring abortion-lIo-blZ qme bab",! ]lIa/tlatcm 

ddctcn,'IIl-A method for fi1lll1g a bed-ch::tmber 

"ith pcililcntial vapours-llow to take offimpref-
fions 
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fions of feals, [0 as to ufe them afterwards as feals 
-A colleCtion of fome hundreds of fuch impref­
fions, with a lifl. of their owners, princes, nobles, 
clergymen, merchants, &t. -A rec.::ipt ad eXClfan­

dum furorem utcrrnuJ/l-A manufcript illtided, 
" Better than Horus." It was afterwards printed 
-and diftributed at Leipzig fair, and is an attack 
and bitter fatire on all religion. This is in the 
hand-writing ('If Aytx. As alfo a differtation 
on fuicide.-N. n. Hi,; lifter-in-law threw her­
felf from the top of a tower. There was alfo a 
fet of portraits, or charaCters of clghty-fi"e ladies 
in Munich; with recommendations of fome of 
them for members of a Lodge of Sifter Illumi. 
nata::' alfo injunCtions to all the Superiors to 
learn to wnte \vith both hands; and that they 
fhould ule more than one cypher. 

Immediately after the publication of thefewrit­
jngs, mall y defences appeared. It was faid that 
the dreadful medic~lapparatus werewith propriety 
in the hands of Counfdlor Zwack, who waf: a 
judge of a criminal court, and whofe duty it was 
therefore to know fuch things. The fame excu[e 
was offered for the colleClion of feals; but how 
came thefe things to be put up with papers of the 
Illuminati, and to be in the hand-writing of one 
of that Order? Weilhaupt fays, " There things 
" \\ere not carried into effeCt-only fpoken of, 
" and are juftifiable Wi:~ll taken in proper c:on-

IS" neClion." 
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" ne8:ion." This however he has not pointed 

out; but he appeals to the account of the Or­
der, which he had publifhed at Regenfuurg, 
and in which neither thefe things are to. be 
found, nor any poffibility of a connection by 
which they may be jullified. "AI: men'" fays he, 
" are fubJeB: to errors, and the ben: man is he 
" who beft conceals theln. I have never been 
" guilty of any fuch vices or follies: for proof, 
" I appeal to the w hole tenor of my life, which 
" my reputation, and my Ilruggles with hofiile 
" 'Cabals, had brought completely into public view 

" long before the inllitution of this Order, with­
(' out abating any thing of that flattering reg:!.rd 
" which was paid to :-ne by the firfl: perfons of 
" my country and its neighbourhood; a regard 
" well evinced by their confidence in me as the 
C( bell:. inilrucror of their chlldren." In fome; of 
hi., private letters, we learn the means \, hich he 
employed to acquire this influence among the 
youth, and they are fuch as c~uld not fail. But 
we mun: not anticipate. "It is well known 
"that I have made the chair which I oc­
" cupied in the univerfity of Ingollladt, the re­
" fort of the firll claf~ of the German youth; 
" whereas formerly it had only brought round 
" it the low-born pracritioners in the C0urts of 
"law. I have gone through the whole circle 
" of human inquiry. I have exorcifed fpirits-

" raifed 
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"raifed ghofts-difcovered treafures-mterro­
" gated the Cabala-hath' Lata geJPzelt-I have 
'" never tranfmuted metals." -( A very pretty and 
refpeCl:able circle indped, and what vulgar fpi­
rits would fcarcely have includeci within the pale 
of their curiofity. )-"" The tenor ot my life haa 
" been the oppofite of every thing that is vile; 
" and no man can lay any fnch thing to my" 

"charge. I have rea fan to rejoice that thef~ 

" writings have al-'pe,~rcd; they are a vindicaticn 
" of the Order and of my conduct. I can and 
" muO: declare to God, <lnu [ do it now in We 
" moO: folemn mann;::r, that in my whole life I 
" never faw of heard of the fo much ('ondernnai 
~, feeret writing<;; and in particular, refpeCting 
"thefe abominable means, fuch as poifonin?;, 
" abortion, &c. was it ever known to me in a~y 
" cafe, that any of my friends or acquaintances 
" ever even thought of them, .wvifed them, Cr 

" made any ufe of them. 1 was indeed alwa)s 
" a fchemer and -proJector, but ncvpr could e~­
" gage much in detail. My general pl,m is goo~ 
'" though in the detail there may be faults. 
" had myfelf to form. In another fituation, ani 
" in an active O:ation in life, I fhould have bem 
" keenly uccllpied, and the founding an Ord~r 
Ie would never have come into my head. But I 
" would have executed much greater things, h:d 
" not government ~lways oppafed my exertionj, 

'~ ani 
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" and placed others in the iituations which fuited 
" my talents. It was the full conviCtion of this 
" and of what could be done, if every man were 
" placed in the office for which he was fitteu by 
" nature and a proper education, which firfi: fug­
~, gefied to me the plan of Illumillltion." Surely 
Mr. W eifhaupt had a very fcrious charge, the 
education of youth; and his encouragement in 
lhat charge was the moil: flattering that an lilu. 
xninatu.s could ~ifh for; becaufe h~ had brought 
nund him the youth whofe influence in foelety 

vas the greateft, and who would moil: of all con· 
iribute to the diffufing good principles, and ex· 
citing to good condua through the whole flare. 
" I did not," fays he', "bring deifm into Ba. 
C' varia more than into Rome. I found it here, 
" in great vigour, more abounding than in :my 
" of the l)eighbouring Protefbnt flates. I am 
" proud to be known to the world as the founder 
" of the Order of Illuminati; and I repeat my 
, willi to have for my epitaph,. 

CC Hn fius c)l Phaethon, curru.t auriga paterni, 
" !f!J,emji 1I0n tell/lit, mngms tamell e,wldlt at!lis." 

The fecond difeovery of feeret correfpondence 
1t Sanderfdorff, the feat of Baron Batz, (Hanni­
)a1,) contaim ftill more interefiing fills. 

Spartacus. 
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Sparftlct/i 10 Calo. 

" 'Vhat fhall I do? I anI}. deplived pf all help. 
" Socrates, -who would infift on bdng a man of 
" confequence among us, and is really a-man of 
" talents, and of a rtgbt ,[,.Jay oj tbinking, is erer4 
" nally befotted. Augufl:us is in the worIl: efl:i .. 
" mation imaginable. Alcibiades fits the day 
" long with the \'intner's pretty wife, and there 

" he fighs and pines. A few days ago, at Co­
" rinth, Tiberius attempted to raviih the wife of 
"Democioes, and her hufband came in upon 
"them. Good heavens 1 what Arcop"g,tt2 I have 
'~got. 'Vhcn the worthy m,m Marcus Aureliu:> 
"comes to .Athens, (Munich,) what WIll he 
" think? W hat a meeting of diifolLlte immoral 
" wretches, whorcl1ldficr" lials, b,mkrupts, brag­
" gal ts, and v,\in fools 1 ,\Vhen he fees J.ll this, 

.. w:lat "vill he thillk? lIe will be ,llhamed to en­
" ter into an AifociatlOn," (obferve, Reader, that 

• 
Spart.lcus writes thi~ in Augufl 178,:), in the very 
time thJ.t he woulJ helVe murdo co Clto', filler, 
as we {hall fee,) "where the (hil.f~ raife the 
" highefl: expeCtations, and t.X111bit [uch wretched 
" examples; and all this from felt.\\< ill, from fen­
" fuahty. Am I not in the right-that this man­
" that any fuch worthy man-whore name alone 
" would give us the fdcLl:ion of all Germany­
" will declare that the '"hole proyince of Grecia, 

" (B;h arta,) 
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" (Bavaria,) innocent and b'uilty, mufr be exclud. 
e, ed. J tell you, we may ftudy, and write, and toil 
" till death. We may facrifice to the Order, our 

ole hea!4:h, our fortune, and our reputation, (alas, the 
" lofs!) and thefeLords, following their own plea­
" fures, will whore, cheat, fleal, and drive on like 
" fuamelefs rafcals; and yet muft be Areopagifte, 
" and interfere in every thing. Indeed, my dear­
" eft friend, we have only enflaved ourfelves." 

In another part of this fine .:orrefpondence, 
Diomedes has had the good fortune to intercept 
a Q.:. L. (f<.yzbus licc!,) in which it i" faid, and 
fupported by proof:., that Cato had received 250 

florins as a bribe for hi~ fentence in his capacity 
of a judge in a criminal court (the end had 
Curely fartEl:ified the means). In another, a Mi. 
nerval complains of hi~ Mentor for having by lieg 
occafioned the difmiflion of a phyfician fr'Jm a 
family, by which the Mentor obtained, in the 
fame capacity, the cufrom of the houfe and free 
accefs, which favour he re}!>aid by debauching 
the wife; and he prays to be informed whe. 
ther he may not get another Mentor, faying 
that alth~ugh that man had always given him 
the mofl: excellent infrruaions, and he doubted 
not would continue them, yet he felt a difgufr at 
the hypocrify, which would certainly diminifu the 
iropreffion of the moil: falutary truths. (Is it not 
diftreifmg to think, that this proniliing youth 

II will 
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",ill by and by laugh at his former fimpli,city, 
and follow the fieps. and not the il).fu-uCiions 
of his phyfician ?) In another place, Spartacus 
writes to Marius, (in confidence,) that another 
worthy Brother, an Areopagtta, had fiolen a gol~ 
and a filver watch, and a ring, from Brutus, (Sa­
'Violi,) and begs Marius, in another letter, to 

try, while it was yet pallible, to get the things 
rellored, becaufe the culprit was a moft excellent 
man, (Vortre.ff/lch,) and of vaft ufe to the Order, 
having the direCtion of an eminent feminary of 
young gentlemen; and becaufe SavioH was much 
in good company, and did not much ca,re for the 
Order, except in fa far as it gave him an opppr­
tunity of knowing and leading fome of them, an.d 
of fteering his way at court. 

I cannot help inferting here, though not the 
moft proper place, a part of a provincial report 
from Knigge, the man of the whole ArcopagltlZ 
who {haws any thiag like urbanity or gentlenefs 
of mind. 

~, Of my whole colony, (Wefiphalia,) the moIt 
"brilliant is Claudiopolis (Neu'Wted]. There 
" they work, and direa, and do wonders." 

If there ever was a [pot upon earth where men 
Ill3.y be happy in a ftate of cultivated fociet,., 
it was the little principality of Neuwied. 1 faw it 
in 1770. The tOWD. was neat, and the p~~ 
handfomc and in good l~fte. But the q~uniry 

was 
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was beyond conception 'delightrul; not a cof. 
t<1ge that was out of repair, not a hedge our 

of order; it had been the hobby (pardon me 
the word) of the Prince, who made it his datly 

employment to go through his principality regu­
larly, and affifr every houfeholder, of whatever 
condition, with his advice, and with his purfe; 
and, when a freeholder could not of himfelf put 
things into a thriving condition, the Prince fent 
his workmen and did it for him. He endowed 
fchools for the common people, and two acade. 
mies for the gentry and the people of butlnefs. He 
gave little portiom to the daughters, and prizes 
to the well-behaving rons of the labouring people. 
His own houfehold was a pattcm of elegance and 
economy; his fons "ere fent to Pari:} to tearl1 
elegance:. and to England to learn fcit'nce and 
agriculture. In {hart, the \\ hole was like a ro­
mance (and was indeed romantic). I heard it 
fpoken of wi th a fmile at the t<'tblc of the Bifhop of 
Treves, at Ehlcnbretfiein, and W;;lS induced to fee 

it next day as a curiofity: and yet, even here, the 
fanaticifm of Knigge would diflribute his poifon, 
and tell the blinded people, that they were in a 
flate of fin and mifery, that their Prince was a 
defpot, and that they would never be happy till 
he was made to fly, and till they were (Ill made 
'equal .. 

They 
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They got their willi: the [warm of French lo~ 
cu1l:s fat down on Neuwied's beautiful fields- in 
1793, and entrenched themfdves; and in three 
months, Prince and farmers houCes, and cottages; 
~d fchools, and academit:s-aU had vanilhed; 
and all the fubJeCts were made equal. But when 
they complained to the French General (Rene 
Ie Grand) of being plundered by hi:> foldier~, 
he anfwered, with a contemptuous and cutting 
laugh, "All is our~-we have left you your 
" eyes to cry."-(Report to the COll'lJCJlfl0n, 131.9 
june 1795') . 

Difclte itdlitialtJ maniti, tt IWI tell'Jllfre dl'l)(Js' 

To proceed: 

Spartaeus to Cato. 

" By this plan We {hall direCt alI mankind. 
cc In this martnet, and by the fimpleft means, we 
" {hall fet all in n1otion and in Heunes. The oc­
i' cupations mu!l: be fo allotted and contrived. 
" that we may, in feeret, influence all political 
"tranf~aions." N. B. This alludes to a part 
that is withheld from the public, becaufe it can· 
tained the allotment of the moll: rebellious and 
profligate occupations t6 feveral perfons whofe 
common namefl could not be traced. .e I have 
IU cQnfidered," fays Spartacus, "every thing, 

1. Z ".and 
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,{ and fo prepared it, tliat if the Order fuould 
d tfiis day go to ruin, I fhall in a year re-eftablifh 
U it more brilliant than ever." Accordingly it 
got up again in abollt this fpace of time, under 
the name of the GERMAN UNION, appearing in 
the form of READING SOCIETIES. One of [here 
~as- fet up in Zwae~s houfe; and this railing a 

fufpicion, a vifttation was made at Landfhut, and 
the firft tet ()f the private papers were found. The 
fcneme wai, however, zealoufly profecuted in 
other parts of Germany, as we Ihall fee by and 
by. "Nor:' continues Spartaeus, "will it 
"fignify though aU :Chould be betrayed and 
"printed. I am fo certain of fuecefs, in fpite of 
" all abRades, (far the fprings are in every heart,) 
c, that I am indifferent1 though it fuould involve 
" my life and my liberty. What! have thoufands 
" t~r~Wllawaytheir lives about 01"(11, and 0l"0IOUQ"IO" 

" and Ihall not this caufe warm even the heart of 
" a coward? But I have the art;,Jo draw advantage 
., even from misfortune; and when you would 
.c think me funk. to the bottom, I {hall rife with 
" ~lew vigour. Who would have thought, that 
." a profdfor at Ingalfiadt was to become the 
., teacher of the profeffors of Gottingen, and of 
« the greatefi: men in Germany 2" 

Sparfllns 
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SparlllCUS to CIlIo1 

u'Send me back my d~gree 9f Rlum;1U1Jfl,S ¥.i .. 
" nor; it is the wonder of aU men .here (I mq 
U perhaps find time to give a tranfiation of \he 
" difcourfe Df reception, which contains all ,(~ 
" can be raid of this Mociation to tlie public); at 

" alfo the two 130ft theets of my degree, which iI 
~, in the keeping of Mariv.s, and Ce!fus, under 
~, 100 locks, which contains my hifi:ory of 1he 
~, lives of the Patriarchs." N. B. Nothing very 
particular has been difcovered of thefe lives of the 
Patriarchs. He fays, that there were above fixty 
1heets of it. To judge by the care taken of it, it 
mufi be u favourite work, very hazardous, an4 
very catching. 

In another letter to Cato, we have forne hints 
(\f the higher degrees, and concerning a peculiar 
morality, and a popular religion, which the Or~ 
der was one day.(o give the world. He fns, 
"There mull: (a la 1efuitc) not a lingle pur­
" pore ever come in fight that is ambiguous, an4 
" that may betray our aims againft religion and 
" the frate. One mu1l: fpeak fometimes one way 
" and fometimes another, but fo as never to 
" contradiCl: ourfelves, and fo that, with refpeCl: t~ 
U our true way of thinking, we may be impene­
"lrable. When our ftrongeft thin~~ chance to 

1.. 3 " give 
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~, give offence, they mufl be e~lained as attempts 
~'to draw anfwers which difcover to us the 

"fentlmeats of ~he perf on we converfe with.'~ 
N. B. This did not always fucceed with him. 

8partacus fays, fpeaking of the priefts de~ 
gree, "One would almoft imagine, that this 
"degree, as I have managed it, is genuine 
"Chrifiianity, and that its end was to free 
" die Jews from flavery. I fay, that Free Ma. 
"fonry is concealed Chriflianity. My expla. 
~'nation of the hieroglyphics, at leaf\:, pro­
" ceeds on this fuppofition; and as I explain 
" things, no man need be athamed of being a 
~ Chrifiian. Indeed. I afterwards throwaway 
" this name, and iubilitute ReaJon. But I aifure 
"you this is no [mall affair; Oil. new relIgion, 
" and a new flate-government, which fa happily 
&c explain one and all of thefe fymbols, and 
" comQine them in one degree. You may think 
"that this is my chief work>; but I have three 
" other degrees, aU different, for my clafs of 
"higher myfleries, in comparifon with which 
f' this is but child's play; but thefe I keep for 

.' myfe1f as Gt;neral, to be beflowed by me only 

.' on the Bcnemerit!lJilllt" (fureIy fuch as Cato, 
his dearefl: friend, and the poffdfol of fuch 
pretty fecrets, a~ aborti~es, poifons, pefiilenti,\l 
vap'ours, &t.). "The -promoted may be Areo-

. $ ,4 pagitcs 
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~'pagites or not. W $!re you here I lhould 
" give you this degree without hefitation. Bur 
U it is too important to be inttufted to paper, or 
u to be beftowed otherwjfe than from my own 
.;, hand. It is the key to hiftory, to religio~ 
H and to every nate-government ill the 
" world 011<." 

Spartacus proceeds, " There lhall be but three 
" copies for ali Germany. Yon can't imagine 
" what refpeCl: and CLlrlofity my prieft-degree has 
" raifed ~ and, which is wonderful, a famous 
" Protefl:ant divine, who is now of the Order, 
" is perfuaded that the religion contained in it 
"is the true [enfe of Chriftianity. a MAN, 

" MAN! TO WHAT MAy'&T THOU NOT BE 

"PERSUADED. Who would imagine that I was 
" to be the founder of a new religion ?" 

In this fcheme of Mafonic Chrillianity, Spar­
tacus and Philo laboured ferioufly together. 
Spartacus fent bim the l11:lterials, and Philo 
worked them up. It will therefore illUllnltP L~rS 

.. I ubferve, In other parts of lus correfpondence where 
.1C {peaks of this, {evenl iingular phrafe~, which are to be 
found in two books; Atlttqlllte dMJOJ/Ce par ja Uj(1gu, and 
Or/gme du DifPotifme Or/mlal. Thefe contam. indeed, much 
of the mAxims IIlculcated in the reception dIfcourfe of tllC: 

eegree lll"ma"itus Mmor. Indeed I have found, that 
Weifhaupt is lllul.)1 lefs an inventor than he is generally 
thought. 

OIlpital 
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capital point of the conftitution of the Order, if 
we take Philo's account of it. 

Philo to CatfJ. 

" We mull confider the rllling propenfities of 
" every age of the world. At prefent the cheats 
c, and tricks of the prieO:s have rauied all men 
" againft them, and againft Chrifl:ian~ty. But, 
" at the fame time, fuperfiition and fanaticifm, 
'c rule with unlimited dominion, and the under­
" frahdirtg of man reany feems to be going back. 
"wards. Our tafi..., therefore, is doubled. We 
" muO: give fuch an account of things, that fa­
" natics !hall not be alarmed, and that thall, not­
"withftanding, excite a fpirit of free inquiry. 
c( We muO: not throwaway the good with the 
"bad, the child with the dirty water; but we 
" mufl:. make the feerer doClrines of Chrifiianity 
c( be received as the [ecrels of genuine Free Ma­
" font:Y. But farther, we have to deal with the 
" defpotifm of Princes. This increafes every 
"day. But then, the fpitit of freedom breathes 
" and fighs in every corner; and, by the affifl:. 
4' ance of hidden fehools of wiIdom, 1..iberty 
" and Equality, the natural and imprefcriptible 
" rights of man, warm and glow in every breatt. 

"We 
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" We muft therefore unite there extremes. We 
" pruceed ill this manner. 

" Jefus Chrift eftablifued no new Religion; he 
" would only fet Religion and Reafon in their m­
" cient righ~s. i,'or this purpofe he would unite 
" men in a common bond. He would fit them 
" for this by fpreading a juft morality, by en. 
" lightening the underftanding, and by affUting 
" the mind to lhakedff all prejudices. He WQuld 
tc teach all men, in the firft place, to govem 
"thcmfe1ves. Rulers would then be needlefs, 
"and equality and liberty would take place 
" without any revolution, by the natural and 
" gentle operation of reafon and expediency. 
"This great Teacher allows himfelf to ex· 
"plain every part of the Bible in conformity 
" to there purpo[es; and he forbids all wrang­
" lin?: among his fcholars, becaufe every man 
" may there find a re~fonable application to his 
" peculiar docbi~. Let thiS DL true or falk, 
" it does not ubuify. This was a fimplc Rdi­
" gion, and it was 10 fat infpired; but the minds 
" of his hearers were not fitted for receiving thele 
" doCtrine::.. I told you ,fays he,but you could not 
" bear it. Many therefore were called, but' few 
" were chofen. To this eleCt were entrufted the 
" moft important fecreB; and even among them 
H there were degree:. of information. There was 
" a feventy, and a twel\e. All thi~ wa~ in the 

" ~attltal 
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" natural order of things, and according to the 
,cr habits of the Jews, and indeed of all antiquity. 
44 The' Jewilh Theofophy was a rnyftery, like 
~'the Eleufinian, or the Pythagorean, unfit for 
,,' the vulgar. And thus the doCtrines of Chrifl:i~ 
£, anity were committed to the Adeptl, in a D:fci~ 
" p!ina Arcam. By thefe they were maintained 
" like the Vellal Fire. They were kept up only 
" in hidden focieties, who banded them down to 
" pofterity; and they are now poifdfed by the 
~, genuine Free Mafom." 

N. B. This expLliI1$ the origin of many anony. 
mouS pamphlets which appeared about this time 
in Germany, {howing that Free lVla[onry was 
Chrifl:ianity. They have doubtlefs been the 'works 
of Spartacus and his partifans among the Ec1ec. 
tic Mafons. Nichobi, the great apofl:\e of in fide· 
lity, had given very fctvourable reviews of thefe 
performances, and having always ihewn himfelf 
an advocate of fuch writers astlepreciated Chrifti. 
anity) it was natural for him to take this oppor. 
tunity of bringing it frill lower in the opinion of 
the people, Sp,lrtacus therefore conceived a high 
opinion of the importance of gaining Nicholai to 
the Order. He bad before this gained Leucht. 
fenring, a hot-beaded fanatic, who had fpied .Ie. 
fuit:; in every corner, and fet Nicholai on his jour­
ney through Germany, to hunt them out. This 
man finding them equally hated by the Illuminati. 

wi\9 
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was eafi1y gained, and was moll: zealous in their 
caufe. He engaged Nicholai, and Spartacus 
exults exceedingly in the- acquifition, faylng, 
" that he was an unwearied champion, et quidt11l 
"contentjfJimus." Of this man Philo fays, u that. 
"~he had [pread this ChriHianity into every 
" corner of Germany. I have put meaning," 
fays Philo, " to all thefe dark.. fymbols, and 
~'have prepared both degrees, introducing 
"beautiful ceremonies, which I have feleaed 
"from among thofe of the ancient commu .. 
"nions, combined with thofe of the ~ofaic 
" Mafonry; and now," fays he, " it will appear 
" that we are the only true Chrifrians. We {hall 
" now be in a condition to fay a few words 
~, to Priefl:s and Princes. I have fo contrived 
" things, that I would admit even Popes and 
" Kings, after the trials which I have prefixed; 
" and they would be glad to be of the Order." 

But how is all t"his to be reconciled with the 
plan of Illumination, which is to banilh Chrilti­
anity altogether? Philo himfelf in many places 
fays, " that it is only it cloak, to prevent fquea­
" miih people from flarting back." This is done 
pretty much in the fame way that was practifed 
in the French Mafonry. In one of their Rituals 
the Mafter's degree is made typical of the death 
of Jefus Chrifi, the preacher of ..Brotherly love. 
~ut, in the ne~t fiep, the Che't'fliicr du So/;il, it 

~ 
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.is Reafon that has been deftroyed and entOJl1bed, 
and the Maner in this degree, the Sublime Philo­

.fop/Je, oceafiQfls the difcovery of the place wheze 
><the body is hid; Reafon rifes again, and fuper­
!litton ~d tyranny difappear, and all becomes 
clea( i man becomes free and happy. 

Let us hear Spartacus again. 

Spartacus, in another pIau. 

", We mun, Ijl, gradually explain away all 
" ollr preparatory pious frauds: and whtn per­
c, fons of difcernment find fault, we mull defire 
" them to confider the end of all our labour. 
" This [anaifies our means, which at any ratc 
"are harmlefs, and have been ufeful, even in 
" this cafe, becaufe they procured us a patier.t 
" heating, when otherwife men would have turn. 
" ed away from us like petted children. This 
c, will convince them of our fentiments, in all the 
co: intervening points; and our ambiguous expref­
" fions will then be interpreted into an endeavour 
" to draw anfwers of any kind, which may iho.w 
" us the minds of our pupils. 2d, We mull un­
ce fold, from hifl:ory and other writings, the origin 
" and fabrication of all religious lies whatever; 
" and then, 3d, We give a critical hifiory of the 
", Order. But I cannot but Jaugh, when I think 

" of 
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" of $e ready reception which all hi s bas met 
" with from the grave and learned divines of' 
''" Germany and of England; and I wonder hoW' 
" their William failed when he attempted to efta,. 
"blifh a Deiftical Worlhip in London, (what 
" can this mean ?) for, I am certain, that it mufi: 
''" have been moft acceptable to that learned and 
" free people. But they had not the enlighten­
" ing of our day'l." I may here remark, that 
Weifhaupt is prefuming too much on the igno­
rance of his friend, for there wa.s a great deQl\ of' 
this enlightening in England at the time he fpeaks 
of, and if I am not miftaken, even this cele­
brated Profelfor of Irreligion has borrowed lUOa 

of his fcheme from this kingdom. This to be 
fure is nothing in our praife. But the P AN'7H£JS­

neON of Toland refembles Weilhaupt's Illumi. 
nation in every thing but its rebellion and iti viI. 
lany. Toland's Socratic Lodge is an elegant. 
pattern for \Veilhaupt, and his Triumph of Rea... 
fon, his Philofophic Happinefs, his God, or A"j.. 
ma Mundi, are all fo like the harlh fyftem of 
Spartacus, that I am com·inced that he has copied 
them, Ramping them with the roughnefs of hia 
own charaCter. But to go OIl; Spartacus fays of 
the Eng!ifh: "Their poet Pope made his Effay 
" on Man a fyftem of pure naturaUfm, withQ\ll 
" knowing it, as Brother Chryfippu8 did with 
" :tny Pridl's Degreet a1l4 was equallyafl:o.niihei . . 

,. "wh~_ 
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" when this was pointed out to him. Chryfippus 
'" is religious, but not fuperllitious. Brother 
'" Lucian (Ni~holai, of whom l have already faid 
" Co much) fays, that the grave Zolikofer now 
'" allows that it would be a very proper thing 
"to eftablifu a Deiftical W orfhip at Berlin. I 
" am not afraid but things will go on very well. 
" But Philp, who was entrufied with framing the 
" PrieWs Degree, has defiroyed it without any 
" neceffity ; it would, forfooth, fiartlc thofe who 
" have a hankering for Religion. But I always 
" told you that Philo is fanatical and prudilh. I 
"gave him fine materials, and he ha!> £luffed it 
" full of ceremonies and child's play, and as Mi. 
" nos fays, c'rtf! Jouer fa religion. But all this 
" may be correCted in the revifion by the .An:a­
~, paglfa." 

N.B. I have already mentioned Baron Kniggt"ii 
converfion to IIluminatifm by the M. de Con­
ftanza, whore name in the Order was Diomedes. 
Knigge (henceforth Philo) was, next to Spar. 
tacus, the mofr ferviceable man in the Order, 
and procured the greatefr number of members. 
It was chiefly by his exertions among the Ma­
tons in the ProtcHant countries, that the EdeEilc 
S!ftem was introduced, and afterwards brought 
under the direction of the Illuminati. This con­
quefr was owing entirely to his very txteniive can· 
nec\;ionG amona the Mafons. He travelled lik~ a 
, philofopher 
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philo(Qpher from city to city, from Lodge to 
Lodge, and even from houfe to houfe, before 
his Illumination, trymg to unite the Mafons; and 
he now went over the famc ground to extend 
the EcleBic SyJlcm, and to get the Lodges put 
under the direction of the Illuminati, by their 
choice of the Maficr and 'Vardens. By this 
the Order had an opportunity of noticing the 
conduCt of individuals; and when they had 
found out their manner of thinking, and that 
they were fit for their purpofe, they never quit­
ted them till they had gained them over to therr 
party. We have feen, that he was by no means­
void of religious impreffions, and we often find 
him offended with the atheifm of Spartacus. 
Knigge was at the fame time a man of the world,. 
and had kept good company. \Veifhaupt had 
paffed his life in the habits of a college: there­
fore he knew Knigge's value, and communicated 
to him all his projeqs, to be dreffed up by him 
for the tafte of fodety. Philo was of a ulUch 
more affectionate difpofition, with fomething of 
a devotional turn, and was fhocked at the hard 
indifference of Spartacus. After labouring four 
years with great zeal, he was provoked with the 
difi~genuous tricks {)f Spartacus, and he broke 

off all conneClion with the Society in 1784, and 
fome tin;le after pULJIHhed a declaration of all that 
he haQ done in it.. Thl~ if) a moft excellent ac~ 

count 
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count of the plan and principles of die Order, 
(at Jeaft as, he conceived it, for Spartacus had 
muw deeper views,) and thows that the aim of 
it 'Was to abolifh Chriflianity, and aU the fiate. 
governments in Europe, and to eftablilh a great 
republic. But it is full of romantic notions and 
enthufiafiic declamation, on the hackneyed to. 
pics of univerfal citizenfhip,and liberty and t:qual­
ity. Spartacus gave him line, and allowed him 
to work on~ knowing that he could difcard him 
when he chofe. I fhall after this give rome ex­
traas from Philo's letters, from which the reader 
will fee the vile behaviour of Spartacus, and the­
natu.re of his ultimate viewa. In the mean time 
we may proceed with the account of the princi­
ples of the fyftem. 

Sparlacus tf) Cat~. 

"Nothing would he more profitable to us than 
"a right hiftory of mankind. Defpotifin has 
'" robbed them of their liberty. How can the 
" weak obtain proteEtion? Only by union;' but 
" this is rare. Nothing can bring this ai?out 
'. but hidden focieties. Hidden fchools of wif. 
4' dom are the means which will one day free 
~ men from their bonds. Thefe have in all 
"ages been the archives of nature, and of ~ 

" rights 
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" rights of men; and. by them fhall human na~ 
" ture be raifed from her fallen frate. Princes 
" and nations Ihall vanHh from the earth. Th! 
" human race will then become one family, and 
"the wOrld will be the dwelling of rational 

" men. 
" Morality alone can do this. The Head of 

" every family will be what Abraham was, the 
"patriar(;h, the priefi:, and the unlettered lord 
" of his family, and Rearon will be the code 
" of laws to all mankind. THIS," fays SparA 
tacn8, "is our GREAT SEeR.!'I. True, there 
"may be fome difrurbance; but by and by 
" the unequal will become equal; and after the 
<{ fiorm all will be calm. Can the unhappy 
"confequences remain when the grounds of 
"dilfenfion are removed? Roufe yourfclves, 
" therefore, 0 men! allert your rights; and 
" then will Reafon rule with unperceived fway; 
" and ALL SHALL BE HAPPY-, 

• 
" Morality will perform all thIS;' anfi rna" 

" rality is the fruit of Illumination; duties and 
"rights aTe reciprocal. Where Octavius has 
" no right, Cato owes him no duty. Illumination 
" iliows us our rights, and Morality follows; 

• Happy France I Cradle of nfuminatlOn, wllero the 
morning of Reafon has dawned, difpelling the c!o\ld, fi 
Monarchy and C'hrilbanitj. where the babe has [\lck-et\ ~ 
blood of t'he uoenHghtcned, 31.<i Murder! fire! Jielp J \lOla 
been the lullaby to hng it to Deep. 
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"that Morality which teaches u& to be of age, 
., to be out of wardcnfhip, to be fall grown, and 
~, to walk without tbe leading-.JlrmgJ rf priefis and 

" l r i1'lCeJ. 
~ Jefus of Nazareth, the Grand Mafl:er of 

"our Order, appeared at a time when the 
" worM was in the utmoft diforder) and among 
" a people who for ages had groaned under the 
" yoke of bondage. He taught them the leffons 
GO of Reafon. To be more effective, he took in 
c, the aid of Religion-of opinions which were 
" current-and, in a very clever manner, he com­
" bined his feeret doctrin.es with the popular re­
" ligion, and with the eufioms whieh lay to his 
"hand. In thefe he wrapped up his lefiom­
l' he taught by parables. N ever did any prophet 
" lead men fo eaflly and fo fecurely along the 
" load of liberty. He concealed the precious 
" meaning and confequences of his doCtrines; 
" but fully difclofed them to a chofen view. He 
." fpe*s of a kingdom of the upright and 
Ie faithful; his Farber's kingdom, whofe chH-
4' dren we alfo are. Let us only take Li­
., berty and Equality as the great aim of his 
Ie doctrines, and Morality as the way to at­
"tain it, and every thing in the New Tefl:a­
t4 rrtent will be comprehenfible; and ]eflls will 
U appear as the Redeemer of naves. Man i'l 
" fanen from the condition of Liberty and Equa­
t4 lity, the !.oTATE OF PURl: NATURE. He is. 

11 " under 
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t;' under fubordination and civil bondage. arifing 
" from the vices of man. This is the FALL, and 
" OIlIGINAL SIN. The KING~OM OF GRACE is 
"'that refioration which may be brought about 
'J by illumination and a juft Morality. This is 
" the NEW BIRTH. When man lives under go. 
" vernment, he is fallen, his worth is gone, and 
" his nature tarnithed. By fubduing our paf. 
"fions, or limiting their cravings, we may re­
" cover a great Ileal of our original worth, and 
" live in a fiate of grace. This is the redemp. 
",tion of men-thil> is accomplifhcd by Morality; 
"and when this is fpread over the world> we 
" have THE KINGDOM OF THE JUST. 

" But, alas! the tafk of felf-formation was too 
" hard for the fubjeCl:s of the Roman empire, 
"corrupted by every fpedes of profligacy. A 
" chofen few received the doCl:rines in fccret, and 
" they have been handed down to us (but fre­
e' quentlyaimoft buried under rubbiih of man's 
" invention) by \he Free Ma[ons. Thefe three 
~, conditions of human focietyare exprdfeu by the 
" rough, the fplit, and the pollihed fione. Th~ 
" rough frane, and the one that is fplit, exprefs 
" our condition under civil government; rough, 
" by every fretting inequality of condition; and 
" fplit, fince we are no longer one family; and 
• are farther divided by differences of govern­
" ment, rank, property, and religion; but when 

. ~ 2 " req,nited 
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"reunited in one family, we are reprefented by 
" the polifhed fume. G. M GraCi; the Flam­
" ing Star is the- Torch of Reafoo. Thofe who 
" poffefs this knowledge are indeed IL L 11 MIN A T I. 

" Hiram is our fiCtitious Grand Mafter, flain fur 
" the REDEMPTION OP SLAVES; the Nine Maf­
"ters are the Founders t>f the Order. Free 
" Mafonry is a Royal Art, inafmuch as it teaches 

'fOe us to wafk without trammels, and to govern 
,. ourfelves." 

Reader, are you not curious to learn fomething 
of this all.powerful morality, fo operative on. the 
heart of the truly illuminated -of this difciplma ar­
cani,entrufted only to the chofen few, and handed 
down to Profeffor Weiflraupt, to Spartacus, and 
his affociates, who have cleared it of the rubbiflr 
heaped on it by the dim-fighted Mafons, and BOW 

beaming in its native: luftre on the minds of 
tbe Areopagit~? The teachers of ordinary Clrrif­
tianity have been labouring for almoft 2000' 

years, with the New Teftament in their hands; 
many of thenl with great addrefs, and many, I 
believe, with honeft zeal. But, alas! they can­

not produce fuch ,vonuerful and certain eWeas~ 
(for obferve, that Weifhaupt repeatedly aIfures 
us that his means are certain,) probably fQr want 
of this difciplma arcani, of whofe efficacy fo mucb 
is faiJ. Mon furtunately, Spartacu$ has given ug 

a brilhant fpecimen of the ethics which illumin-
ated 
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ated. himfelf on a trying occafion, where an oreG­
nary Chriftian would have been much perpl{!xeci, 
ur would have taken a road widely differeBt 
from that of this illuftriou'l apofile of light. And. 
feeing that feveral of the AreoJUlgitt2 co-operflte4 
in the tranfaetion, and that it was carefully COR" 

cealed from the profane and dim.fighted world, 
t 

we can have no doubt but that it was conduCl:6Ii 
according to the difciplina oreani of IHuminatio&o 
1 fhall give it in his own words. 

Spartacus to Marius, September J78,3. 

" I am now in the mofi embarraffing fituati()n ; 
" it TObs me of aU r~ and makes me unfit fot 
~, every thing. I am in danger of Iofing at once 
" my honour atfd my reputation, by which I 
"have long had f ucb influence. What thiat 
" you ?-my fift~r.in-law is with child. 1 haTe 
'" rent her to Ellriphon, and am endeavouring to 
" procure a marriage-licence from Rome. How 
" much depends ·on this uncertainty-and there 
" is not a moment to lofe. Should I fail, what K 
'" to be done? What a rerum do I make by ehH 
" to a perfon to whom I am fo much obliged 1 __ 
(We fhall {ce- the probable meaning of (1m; 

eatc1amation by and l>y.) "We have tried evny 
'" meth6d in our power to dcftroy the dlild ~ 

M 3 rlfid 
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« and I hope the is determined on every thing-!: 
" even d-." (Can this mean death 0 "But, alas! 
£, Euriphon it, I feer:, too timi~;" (alas! poor 
woman, thou art now under the dtJciJlltna arcani;) 
'" and I fee no other expedient. Could I be 
" but affured of the filence of Celfns, '(a phyfi­
" cian at Ingolfradt,) he can relieve me, ai.d he 
" promiftd me as much three years ago. Do rpe!k 
" to him, if you think he will be fiaunch. ·1 
" would not let Cato" (his dearefi fri(;:nd'rand his 

i 

chief or only confidant ill tht: kheme of mu~ill' 
ation) "know it yet, becaufe the ,lfhir ill other 
" refpeCl:s requires his whole friendfhil'" (CatD 
had all the prdty receipts.) "Could you but help 
c~ me out of this dithers, you would give me life, 
~, honour, and peace, andflrength to work agam t1'l 

~, the great cauje. If you cannot, be affurerl I will 
" vent\lre on the mofl: defpera~ {hoke," (poor 
filier!) "for it is fixed.-I will not lofe my ho­
"nour. I cannot conceive wnat devil has made 
" me go aftray..-me who have always heen fa care­
"lui on fuch octtifions. As yet all is quiet, and 
~, none know of it but you and Euripholl. Were 

" it but time to undertake any thing-but, alas! 
" it is the f€>urth month. Thofe damned priefis 
" too-for the aCtion is fo criminally accounted 
Ie by them, and fcandalifes the blood. This 
" makes the utmofi: efforts and the moR defpe­
" rate meafures abfolute1y ncceffary." 

It 



alA1'.ll. THE ILLUMIN:A1'1. 

It will throw fame light on this trantallion it 
we read a letter from Spartacus to Cato about 
this time. 

" One thing more,,,tny deareft friend-Would 
" it be agreeable to you to have me for a bro-. 
'" ther-in-Iaw? If this {boold be agreeable. and 
" if it can be brought about without prejudice 
" to my honour, as I hope it may, I am not 

" without hopes that the conned:ion may take 
~4: place. But in tht: mean time keep it a feeret, 

" and only give me permillion to enter into cor .. 
'" refpondence on the fubjeCl with the good lady. 
" to whom I beg you will offer my refpettfu.l 
"compliJV.ents, and I will explain myfclf more. 
-" fully tn you by word of D,lourb, and teU YO\1 

"my whole fituation. But I repeat it-the 
" thing muft be gone about with addrefs and 
':' caution. I would not for all the world deceive 
" a pel fon who certainly has not deferved fa of 
" m~." 

What il,1terpretarion can be ptlt on t~is1 Caw 
{eems to be brother to the poor woman-he )\'ai 

,.mwittingly to furnilh the drugs, and he was to 
be dealt with about confenting to a marriage, 
}VQkh could not be altogether agreeable to him, 
fince it required a difpen.fation, the being already 
the fifter.in-law of Weifhal,lpt, either the fifter of 
his former wife, or the widow of a deceafed bra­
~er.. Or perhaps Spartacus really wi~s to 

M 4 mauy 
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marry Cataf'S fUler, a different perfon from the 
poor woman in the lha w; and r..e conceals this 
adventure from his trufl:y friend (ato, ull he fees 
'What becomes of it. The child may perha.ps be 
got rid of, and then Spartacus is a free man. 
There is a letter to Cato, thanking him for his 
friend1hip in the affair of the child-but it gives 
no light. I meet with another account, that the 
fiRer of Zwack threw herfelf from the top of a 
tower, and beat out her brains. But it is not faid 
{hat it was an only fitter; if it was, the probabi. 
lity is, that Spartacus had paid his addrelfes to 
her, and {ucceeded, and that the fubfequent af. 
fair of his marriage.with his filler in-law, or fome. 
thing worfe, broke her heart. This feems the 
heft account of the matter. For Hertel (Mariu:;) 
",i,te!l to Zwack in November 1782: "Spart!cus 
Ie i~ this day gone home, but has left his lifter. 
"in.law pregnant behihd (this is from BalfU3 
" Hoff). About the new ycar he hopes to be 

" made merry by a -, who will be before all 
" kings and princes-a young Spartacus. The 
" Pope alSo wil~ rl!fpeCl: him, and legitimate him 
d before the time." 

Now, vulgar Chriflian, compare thi.s with the 
!<Jrmer declaration of Wcifhaupt, in page: 140, 

where he appeals to the tenor of his former life, 
whith had bten to {eveteIy fcrutinifed, without 
d111'1inilhing his high reputation and great influ-
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ence, and his ignorance and abhorrence of all 
thoft: things found in Caro's repofitories. You fee 
this was a furprife-he had formerly proceeded 
cautioufly-" He is. the beft man," fays Spar~ 
taclls, " who beft c6nceals his faults."-He was 
difappointed by Cdfus, who had promifed hlnz his 
,!/!1}lance on Juch ocrcifzollS thr ee years ago, during 
all which time he had been bufy in "form­
" ing himfelf." How far he has advanced, the 
reader may judge. 

One is curious to know what became of the 
poor woman: file was afterwards taken to the 
houfe of Baron BaiTus; but here the foolilh wo. 
man, for want of that courage which Illumination 
and the bright profpeCl of eternal fieep fuould 
have produced, took f1 ight at the d!fctplina arconi, 
left the houfe, and in thl: hidden fociety of a mid. 
wife and nut[e brought forth a young Spartacu~, 
who now lives to thank his father for his endea. 
vours to murder hiij1. A" dulllned PrteJl," the 
good Bifuop of Freylingen, knowing the cogent 
reafons, procured the difpenfation, and Spartacui 
was obliged, like another dim-lighted mortal, to 

marry her. The fcandal was hufhed, and would 
not have been clifcovcred had it not been for 
thefe prIvate writings. 

But Spartacus fays (page 148) " that when you 
" think him funk to the bottom, he will fpring up 
" wirhdoublevigour." II! a fubfequent work, caJI. 
ed Sharf 4mmdlllBnt of my Plall, he fays. " If?". 

" were 
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4' were not habituated to wicked mapners, his let. 
" ters would be their own juftifica tion." He does 
not fay that he is without fault; "but they are 
" faults of the underftandi~-not of the heart. 
" He had, fir!l: of all, to form himfelf; and this 
" is a work of time." In the affd.ir of his fifier. 
in-law he admits the facts, and the attempts to 

dearoy the child; " but thi~ is far froOl proving 

" any depravity of heart. In hi~ condition, his 
" honour at flake, what el1e was left him to do ? 
« His greatefi enemies, the Je[uits, have taught 
« that in fuch a cafe it is lawflU to make away 
" with the child," and he quotes authonties from 
their books -. ., 171 the introduCtory fault he 
" has the example of the beft of men. The fecond 
" was its natur.ll con[equence, it wa" altogether 
" involuntary, and, in the eye of a philo[ophical 
" judge" (I prefume of the Gallic School) « who 
" does not fquare himfelf by the harfh letters of a 

" blood-thiTfty lawgzver, he ms but a very trifling 
"acc<mnt to fettle. He had become a public 
" teacher, and was greatly followed; this ex­
" ample nught bave rUined many young men. The 
" eyes of the Order alia were fixed on him. The 
" edifice refl:ed on his credit; had he fallen, be 
" could no lollgcr have bCc'l/ In a condlllon to trcat 

.. TIu:. i. fl<lll) contradJCled in a pamphlt:t by F. Stutt­
ler, a Catholic clerg~'mall of molt r~fpeClable ch~a.~, 
wHo here expofes, In th~ ITIDli incontro~ertlble manner, the 
ifni" 'ou. pluts of vVeIihallpt, "is total difregard to truth, his 

, f . 
(:<)un.::crfelt a.ltlq\l~', and ,Illlu, bes ag<unft the Jc UltS. 

" the 
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" the matters of virtue fa as to make (J lafling im­
"jJre!1ton. It was chiefly his anxiety to fuppon 
c, the credit of the Order which determined him 
c, to take this ftep. 1t makes for him, but by no 
c, means agou!fl him; and the perfons who are 
" moO: in fault are the flavifh inquifitors, who 
" have publifhed the tranfaCl:ion, in order to make 
f' his character more remarkable, and to hurr the 
" Order through his perf on ; and they have not 
" fcrupled, for this hellifh purpofe, to rur up a 
c, child againO: his father!!!" 

I make no reB~ons on this very remarkable 
and highly ufeful fiory, but content myfclf with 
faying. that this jufiification by \Veifhaupt (which 
I have been careful to give in his own words) is 
the greateO: inO:ance of effrontery and infult on the 
fentiments of mankind that I have ever met with. 
We are all fuppofed as completely corrupted as if 
we had lived under the fuJI blaze of llIumination.. 

In other places of this curious correfpondence 
we learn that Minos,and others of the Areopagita, 
wanted to introduce Atheifm at once, and not go 
hed&ing in the manner they did; affirming it was 
eaher to !how at once that Atheifm was friendly 
to fociety, than to explain all their Mafonic Chrif. 
tianity, which they were afterwards to lhow to be 
a bundle of-lies. Indeed this purpofe, of not only 
aboHfhing Chriftianity, i.;ut all pofitive religion 
whatever, waS Weilhaupt's favourite fcherne from 
the begiIUling. Before he canvaffed for hit Order, 

In 
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in 1774, he publifuec.l a fi8:iti()\i3 antique, which 
he called Stdomi Apollmoris Fragmen/a, to pre­
pare (as heexprefsly fays in another place) men's 
.nds for the dottrines of Reafon, which contains 
all the detef1:able do8:rines of Robinet's book D~ 
fa Nature. The publication (If the recond part 
'\Vas fropped. Weifhaupt fays in his ApOLOG v 
EOR THE ILLUMINATI, that before 1780 he had 
Tetrafud his opinions ~out Materialifm, and 
about the inexpediency of Princes. But this is 
falfe: Philo fays exprefsly, that evt?ry thing Ie­
m<lined on its original footingftt the whole prac­
tice and dogmas of the Order when he qwtted it 
in July 1784- All this wa~ concealed, and even 
the abominable MaConry, in the account of the 
Order whichWeifh.lUpt publifhed at Regeniburg, 
and it lequired theconfrant efforts of Philo to pre. 
\'ent bare or Bat Atheifm from being uniformly 
taught in their degrees. lIe had told the council 
that Zeno would not be urrder a roof wiLh a man 
who denied the immortality of the foul. He C0111-

plains of Minos's cramming irreligion down their 
throats in every meeting, and fays, that he fright .. 
ened many from entering the Order. "Truth:J" 
fays Philo," is a dever, but a modeftgirl, who mull 
" be led by the hand like a gentlewoman, but not 
" kicked about like a whore." Spartac:us com­
plains much of the fqueami£hnefs of Philo; yet 
Philo is 110t a great dt!JI behind him in irreligion. 
When defcribing to Cato the Chrifl.ianity of the 

Prieft. 
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Prieft-degree, as he had manufac9:ured'it, he fays~ 
" It i'l all one whether it be true or hIfe, we rqufl: 
" have it, that we may tickle thofe who have a 
~, hankering for, religion." All the odds fee11ll 
to be, that he was of a gentler difpofition, .mll 
had more deference even for the abfurd preju­
dices of others. In one of his angry letters t() 

Calo he fays: "The vanity and felf-conceit of 
" Spartacus would have got the better of all pru­
" dence, had I not checked him, and prevailed OIl 

" the Areopaglfte but to defer the deve10pement 
" of the bold princiPles till we had firmly fecured. 
" the man. I even wifhed to entice the candidate 
"the more by giving him back all his former 
" bondg of fecrecy, and le~ving him at liberty to 
" walk out without fear; and I am certain that 
" they were, by this time, fo engaged that we 
" 1hould not have loft: one man. But Spartacu, 
" had compofed ail exhibition of his laft princi. 
" pIes, for a difcourfe of reception, in which he 
" painted his three fa';ourite my!lerious degrePs. 
H which were to be conferred by him alone, ·in 
~'colours which had fafcinated his own fancy. 
" But they were the colours of hell, and would 
" have feared the mofl: intrepid; and becaufe I 
" reprefented the danger of this, and by force 
" pbtained the omiffion of this piCture, he be­
" came my implacable enemy. I abhor treachery 
" and profligacy, and lea'l! him to blow himfelf 
" and bis Order into the air," 

ACCOI'dingly 
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Accordingly this happened. It was this which 
terr,ified one of the four Profeffofll, and made him 
impart his doubts to the refL Yet Spartacus 
Wms t8 have profited by the apprehenfions of 
'-hilo; for in the Iaft reception, he, for the firft 
time, exacts a bond from the intrant, engaging 
himfelf for ever to the Order, and fwearing that 
he will never drawback. Thus admitted, he be­
comes a Cure card. The courfe of his life is in 
the hand. of the Order, and his thoughts on a 
thoufand dangerous points; his reports concern­
ing his neighbours arui friends; in !hort, his 
honour and his peck. The Deift .. thus led OD, 

has not far to go before he becomes a Naturalift 
or Atheifr; and then the eternal ileep of death 
crowns all his humble hopes. 

Before giving an account of the higher degrees, 
I fuall jufl: extract from one letter more on ;r 

ftngular fubject. 

Mmos to Sebafllan, 1782. 

" The prop()[al of Hercules to eftabli!h a Mi­
ce nerval fchool for girls is excellent, but requires 
" much circumfpeetion. Philo and I have long 
" converfed on this fubjeCl:. We cannot improve 
" the world without improving women, who have 
"fuch a mighty influence on the men. But 

,,~, how fhall we get h0ld of them? How will their 
~' relations, particularly their mothers, immerfed 

"in 
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" in prejudices, confent that others 1hJll inBu .. 
" ence their education? We mull: begDl with 
~, ~rown girlq. Hercules propofes the wife of 
" Ptolemy Magus. I have no objeaion; and I 
"have four fiep-daughters, fine girls. the 
" oldefi in particular is excellent. She is twenty­
~~ four, has read much,. is above all prejudices~ 
c, and in religion !he thinks as I do. They have 
"much acquaintance among the young ladies 
" their relations." (N. B. we don't know the rank 
of Minos, but as he does not ufe the word Da­
men, but Frauenzimmer, it is probable that it 
is not high.) "It may immediately be a very 
" pretty Society, under the management of Ptf)­
" lemy's wife, but really under 'm management. 
" You mufi: contrive pretty degrees, and dreffes, 
" and ornaments, and elegant and decent rituals. 
" No man mufi be admitted. This wHI make 
•• them berome more keen, and they will go much 
~, farther than if we were preCent, or than if they 
"thought that w; knew of their proceeciing!!. 
U Leave them to the fcope of their own fandes, 
" and they will foon invent my!l:eries which will 
" put us to the bluth, and create an enthuliafm 
" which we can never equal. They will be our 
~, great apofiles. Reflett on the refpett, nay, the 
." awe and terror, infp~red by the female myftics 
f' of antiquity. (Think Qf the Daniads-think of 

Ie the 
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"'the Theban BtlCchantcs.) Ptolemy's wife mutt 
" direCt them, and {he will be infbuded by Pto. 
" lemy, and my fiep-daughters will confult with 
" me. We muit always be at hand to prevent 
4:, ine introduction of any improper queftion. 
« We mufi prepare themes for their difcuflion­
" thus we iliall confefs them, and infpire them. 
" with our fentiments. No man, however, mull: 
" come near them. This will fire their roving 
"fancies, and we may expect rare myfteries. 
"But I am doubtful whether this aifociation 
" will be durable. Women are fickle and impa­
"tient. Nothing will pleafe them but hurrymg 
"from degree to degree, through a heap of in. 
"fignificant ceremonies, which will icon lofe 
" their novelty and mfluence. To refr ferioully 
c:c in one rank., anJ to be frill and filent when 

"<, they have found out that the whole i!> a che(lt," 
(hear the words of an experienced Mafon,) "is 
" a talk of which they are incapable. They have 
" not our motives to perfevere for years, allow. 
c, ing themfelves to be led about, and even then 
'" to hold their tongues when they fmd that they • " have been deceived. Nay there is a rilk that 
" they may rake it into their l1ead. to give things 
" an oppofite turn, and then, by voluptuous al. 
" lurements~ heightened by affeCted l'l1vdefry and 
" decency, which gIve them. an irreii:ftible em-

S " pire 
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" pire over the bel!. me~, they may turn our Or. 
" cler upfide down, and in their turn wiII lea.d 
" the new one." 

Such is the information which may be got 
from the private correfpondence. It is needlefs 
to make more extraCts of every kind of vice and 
crick. I have taken fuch as thow a little of the 
plan of the Order, as far as the degree of Illumi­
natus Minor, and the vile purpofes which are can· 
cealed under all their fpecious declamation. A 
very minute account is given of the plan, the 
ritual, ceremonies, &c. and even the inftruCl:ions 
and difcourfes, in a book called the Achte Illumi­
nat, publithed at Ed~f!a (Frankfurt) in 1787' 
Philo fays, "that this is quite accurate, but that 
" he does not know the author." I proceed to 
give an account of their higher degrees, as they 
are to be feen in the book called Neuej/e Ar­
bellUllg df'S Spartacus und Philo. And the au­
thenticity of the accounts is attefted by GroHman, 
a plivate gentleman ·of independent fortune, who 
read them, figned and fealed by Spartacus and 
the AreopagitlE. 

The feries of ranks and progrers of the pupil 
'\\ ere arranged as follows: 

~ 
- - - - - • - - Preparation, 

N . - - • - - - • - Novice, 
UllSEllY, M' I - - - • • • - - lnerva , 

• - - .• - - Illumin. Minor. 

N 
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1
8ym- ! ---.. --Apprentice, 
bolle - - - - - - Fellow Craft, 

MASONRY, - - - - - • Maller, 
Sc t l ~ I!lunl.l\1ajor, Scotch Novice, 

o C '.I l IllulIl.dmgcns ,Scotch Knight. 

I Le1fer 
J\.IYSTERII:S, 

Greater 

S" Prefbyter, Priefi, 
2. Prince, Regent, 
S" Mqgus, 
2. Rc,"(. 

The reader mufi. be aIl1lOfi. fi::k of fo much viI· 
lany, and\\ould Ledifgufl:ed with the minutedetail, 
in whic.h the cant of the Order is ringing continu­
ally in his ears. I lhall therefore only give fuch a 
fuort extraCl: as l11.1y n~ OUI notions of the objefr 
of the 01 der, and the morality of tbe l'1eans em­
ployed for attaining it. ,V c need not go back to 
the lower degrees, and ill.tIl begin with the hLU. 

ZoIlN.1.TUS DIRIGLVS, or SCOICH KNIGH;. 

After a ihort intIo,duCl:ion, teaching us how 
the holy fecret Chapter of Scotch Knights is 
alft:mbled, we have, I. Ful!cr accounts ane! in­
ihuctions relating to the whole. II. Infl:ruCl:ions 
for the lower cIaffes of Mafol1ry. III. Infiruc­
tiom relating to Mafon Lodges in general. IV. 
Account of a reception into this degree, with the 
bond which each fubfLribes before he can be ad­
mitted. V. Concerning the Solemn Chapter for 
reception. VI. Opening of the Chapter. VII. 
Ritual of rC(,f'prion, and the Oath. VIII. Shut­
ting of the Charter. IX. Agape, or Love-Feaft. 

X. Ce· 
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X. Ceremonies of the confecration of the Chapter. 
Appendix A, Explanation of the Symbols of Free 
Mafonry. B, Catechifm for the Scotch Knight. 
C, Secret Cypher. 

In N° I. it is faid that the" chief lludy of the 
" Scotch Knight is to work on aU men in fuch 
" a way as is mof!: infinuating. II. He mull: 
" endeavour to acquire the poffeffion of con­
" fiderable pr0perty. III. In all Mafon Lodges 
"we mull try fecretly to get the upper hand. 
" The Mafons do not know what Free Mafonry 
" is, their high obJeCts, nor their highefi: Supe­
" 1 iors, and lliould be directed by thofe who will 
"lead them along the right road. In pre­
(C paring a candidate for the degree of Scotch 
" Knighthood, we muf!: bring him into dilem­
" mas by enfnaring queIl:ions.-We mull endea­
" your to get the difpofal of the money of the 
" Lodges of the Free MafonS', or at leaf!: take 
" care that it be applied to purpofes favourable 
" to our Order-but this mull be done in a way 
"that {hall not' be remarked. Abova all, we 
" muO: pufh forward with all our fkill the plan 
" of Edeetic Mafonry, and for this purpofe follo91 
,t up the circular letter already fent to all the 
" Lodges with every thing that can increafe their 
n prefent embarraffment." In the bond of N°IV. 
the candidate binds himfelf to " confider aad 
" treat the Illuminati as :he Superiors of Fre~ 

N :l " Mafonr~ 



'rItE ILL U MIN ATl .. CHAP. 

"Mafonry, and endeavour, in ~l the Mafon 
" Lodgeswhich he frequents, to have theMafonry 
" of the Illuminated, and particularly the Scotch 
" Noviciate, introduced into the Lodge." (Thi' 
is not very different from the Ma[onry of the Che­
valier de I'Algie of the Rofaic Mafonry, making 
the Mailer's degree a fort of commemoration of 
the Paffion, but without giving that charaCter to 
Chrifi:ianity which is peculiar to llluminatifm.) 
J erus Chriil is repre[ented as tbe enemy of fuper­
ftitious obfervances, and the aifertor of the Em­
pire of Rearon and of Brotherly love, and his 
death and memory as dear to mankind. This evi., 
dently paves the way for Wei1haupt's Chriftianity. 
The Scotch Knight alfo engages "to confider 
" the Superiors of the Order as the unknown 
u Superiors of Free Mafonry, and to contribute aU 
" he can to their gradual union." In tht: Oath, 
N°VII. the candidate fays, " I will never more be 
" a flatterer of the great, I ~ill never be a lowly 
" fervarrt of princes; but I will ilrive with fpirit, 
" and with addrefs, for virtue, wifdom, and Ii­
" berty. I will powerfully oppo[e fuperftition, 
" {lander, and defpotifm; fo that, like a true foa 
" of the Order, I may ferve the world. I will 
" never facrifice the general good, and the happi­
« nefs of the world, to my private imereU:. I will 
" boldly defend my brother againll: llander, will 
'" follow out the traces- f)£ the pure and true Reli-

~, gian 
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" gion pointed out to me in my infiruaions, and 
"in the doctrines of Mafonry; and will faith. 
"fully report to my Superiors the progrefs I 
" make therein." 

When he gets the {hoke which dubs llim a 
Knight, the Prefes fays to him, "Now prove thy­
~, felf, by thy ability, equal to Kings, and never 
" from this time forward bow thy knee to one 
'" who is, like thyfdf, but a man." 
~ o. IX. is an account of the Love-FeaR. 
ljl, There is a Table Lodge, opened as ufual, 

but in virtue of the ancient Mafter-word. Then 
it is [aid, "Let moderation, fortitude, morality, 
" and genuine love of the Brethren, with the 
"overflowing of innocent and carelefs mirth, 
" reign here." (This is almoft verbatim from 
Toland.) 

'2d, In the middle of a byMable is a chalice, a 
pot of wine, an empty plate, and a plate of unl~ 

• 
yened bread-All is covered with a green cloth. 

3d, When the Table Lodge is ended, and the 
PrefeCt fees no obfracle, he {trikes on this bye. 
table the ftroke of Scotch Mafter, and his fignal 
is repeated by the Senior Warden. All are frill 
and filent. The Prefefl lifts off the cloth. 

4fb, The PrefeCt aikB, whether the ~ights are 
in the di,fpofition to partake of the Love-FeaR: in 
earneft, peace, and contentment. If none hefi .. 
t •• tes, or offers to retire, he takes fhe plate with 

the bread and fays, 
NJ ~, J. of 



THE ILL UMIN ATI. CHAP. lJ. 

" J. of N. our Grand-Mafier, in the night in 
" which he was betrayed by his friendsrperfeCt'l.t­
h ed for his love for truth 1 imprifoned, and con­
" dellmed to die, affembled his trufty Brethren, 
" to celebrate his laft Love.Feaft-which is figni­
" fied to us in many ways. He took bread (tak­
H ing it) and broke it (breaking it) and bleffed 
~, it, and gave it to his difciples, &c.-This {hall 
~, be the mark of our Holy Union, &c. Let 
" eaeh of you examine his heart, whether love 
U reigns in it, and whether he, in full imitation 
~, qf our Grand-Mafier, is ready to lay down his 

" life for his Brethren. 
,- Thanks be to OUT Grand-Mafter, who has 

., appointed this feaft as a memorial of his kind­
~, nefs, for the uniting of the hearts of thofe " ho 
" love him.-Go in peace, and bleffcJ be this 
"new Affociation which we have formeJ.­
" Bleffed be ye who rem~n loyal and ihive for 

h od rH ' "t e go caUIe, 
5th, The Prefetl: immediately clofes the Chap­

ter with the ufual ceremonies of the Loge de 'Table. 
6tb, It is to be obferved, that no Prien: of the 

Order 111U{l: be prefent at this Love-Feafi:, and 
that even the Brother Servitor quits the Lodge. 

I roua .obferve here, that Philo, th~ manufac­
turer of this ritual5 has done it very injudicioufly; 
It has no refemblance whatever to the Love-Feaft 
pf ~he primitive Chriftians, and is merely a Copy 
pf a fimilar thing in one of the [reps of Frencfl 

Mafonry, 
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Mafonry. Philo's reading in church hiftory was 
probably very fcanty, or be tru£1:ed that the can­
didates would not be very nice in their exami .. 
nation of it, and he imaginpd that it would do 
well enough, and" tickle fuch as had a religious 
"hankering." Spartacus difliked it exceedingly 
-it did not accord with his ferious conceptions" 
,and he jufily calls it Jouer fa Religion. 

The difcourft; of reception is to be found. alfp 
in the fecret correfpol1dence (Nachtrag II. Ab­
theilung, p. 44). But it is needlefs to infert it here. 
I have given the fubfl:ance of this and of all the 
cofmo-political declamations already in the pane­
gyric introduCl::ion to the account of the procefs of 
education. And in Sputacus's letter, and in Phi­
'la's, I have given an abfl:raCl: of the introduction 
to the explanation g;ven in this degree of the 
fymbols of Free Mafonry. With refpeCl:: to the 
.explanation itfelf, it is as flovenly and wretched as 
can be imagined, aild {hows thdt Spartacus trofl:ed. 
-to much more operative principles in the htlman 
heart for the reception of his nonfenfe than the 
.diCtates of unbialfed reafon. None but promif­
oing fubjeCts were admitted thus far-fuchaswould 
llot boggle; and their principles were already fu£. 
£ciently apparent to affure mm that they would 
be contented with any thing that made game of 
1"e1igion, and would be diverted by the ferioufnefs 
which a chance devoteelllighte-xhibit during.efe 
filly caricatUles of Chrifiianity and Free Mafenrr-

N 4 ' But 
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But there is confiderab~e addrefs in the way that 

Spartacus prepares his pupils for having all this 

II}ummery fhewn in its true colours, and over· 
turned • 

. "Examine, read, think on there fymbols. 
" There are many things which one cannot find 
" out without a guide, nor even learn without 
" infirutl:ion. They reqv.ire fiudy and zeal. 
" Should you in any future period think that you 

" have conceived a clearer notion of them, that 

" you have found a paved road, declare your dif· 
" coveries to your Superiors; it is thu<: that you 
" improve Y0\.lr mUld; they expetl: thib of you; 
" they know the true path-but will not point it 
" out-enough if they affifi you in every approach 
" to it, and warn you when you recede from it • 
... They have even put things in your way to try 
" YO\lr powers of leading yourfelf thfough the 
4' difficult track of difcovery .• In this procefs the 
" weak head finds only child's play-the ini­
" tiat~ finds (lpjeCts of thought which language 
" cannot exprefs, and the thinking mind finds 
" food for his faculties." By ruch forewarnings 
as there W ci(hau~ leaves room for any deviation, 
for any fentiment or opinion of the individual 
that he may afterwards choofe to encourage, and 
" to whifper in their ear (as he expreffes it) man, 
~ t1:lings which he did not find it prudent to infert 

~ a pr41ted Q()Plpen~." 
But 



CH.\P. II. THE ILLUMINATI. 

But all the principles and aim of Spartacus anel 
of his Order are moft diftihcHy feen in the third 
or Myftery Clafs. I proceed therefore to giye 
fome account of it. By the 1 aLle it appears to 
have two degrees, the LetTer and the Greater 
M yO:eries, each of which have two departments, 
one relating ~hiefiy to Religion and the other to 
Poli[ics. 

The Prieft's degree c.ontains, I. an Introduc: .. 
tion. 2. Further Accounts of the Reception into 
this degree. 3' vVhat is called InftruCl:ion in the 
Third Chamber, which the candidate muft read 
over. 4. The Ritual of Reception. 5. Inftruaion 
for the Firfl: Degree of the Priell's Clafs, called 
InjlruB,o in Stlcnt!ficis. 6. Account of the Confe.. 
cration of a Dean, the Superior of this Lower 
Order of Priefts. 

The Regent degree contains, I. DireCtions to 

the Prov~ncial concerning the difppnfation of this 
degree. 2. Ritual of Reception. 3. Syftem oEDi. 
reCtion for the whole OId ... r. 4. InftruCtion for 
the whole Regent degree. 5. Inftruaion for the 
PrefeCts or Local Superiors. 6. Infiruaion for 
the Provincials. 

The moll remarkable thing in the Prieft's de­
gree is the Infl:ruCl:ion in the Third Chamber. It 
is to be found in the private correfpondence 
(Nachtmge Origtnal &hriften 1787, zd .Jb­
thdlzm.s, page 44). There it bas the title 

Difcouife 
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DifcourJe to tbe Illuminati Dmgf,'l1tCl, or Scotch 
Knights. In the critical hifiory, which is annex­
ed to the Neue.fle Arbcitung, there is au account 
given of the reafon f~r this denomination; and 
notice is taken of fome differences between the 
infl:ruCtions here contained and that difcourfe. 

This infl:ruCtion begins with fore complclints 
of the low condition of the human race; and 
the caufes are deduced from religion and fl:at~. 
government. "Men originally leu a patriarchal 
" life, in which (very father of a family was 
4' the fole lord of his houfe and hi:; property, 
'" while he himfdf poffeficd gencfJI fr-;:edoll1 aI1.d 
"equality. But thl-Y lui:it,red themfdves to be 
" oppreiTed-gavr,;: themfdvc's up to civil [ocletie~, 
" and forl11ul £talL,. E Vell by this they LlI; and 
" this is tl:c fall of man, by which they were 
" thrufl: into unfpcal .. ablr,;: mifery. To get out of 
4' this flate, to be heed and born again, there 
" is no other mean than tbe' ufe of pure ReafOl1\, 
" by which a generLll morality may be elbblifhed, 
" which will put man in a condition to govern 
Cc himfelf, regain his original worth, and dif­
" penfe with all political fupports,and particularly 
" with rulers. This can be done in no other way 
"but by feeret affociations, which will by de. 
4' grees, and in filence, poiTtfs themfeIves of the 
~, government of the States, and make ufc of 
" thore me~s for this purpofe which the wick~d 

5 " u[q 
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« ure for attaining their bare ends. Princes and 
" Priefts are in particular, and )(Q;T' lEox"~, thO' 
" wicked, whore hands we muft tie up by means 
" of thefe affociations, if 'we cannot root them 
" out altogether. 

"Kings are parents. The paternal power 
"ceafes with the incapacity of the child; and 
" the father injures his child, if he pretends to 
" retain his right beyond this period. When a 
~, nation comes of age, their flate of wardfhip is 
" at an end." 

Here follows a long declamation agaillfi Patri. 
otifm, as a narrow-minded principle when com­
p~l.led with true Cofmo.politifm. Nobles are repre­
fented as "a race of men that ferve not the na­
" tion but the Prince, whom a hint from the So­
" vereign ftirs up againfi: the nation, who are re­
~, tained fervants and minillers of defpotifm, and 
" the mean for,oppre11ing national liberty. King$ 
"are accufed of a· tacIt convention, onder the 
" flattering appellation of the balance of power, 
4' to keep nations in fubjeCtion. 

" The means to regain Reafon her rights-to 
" raife liberty from its allies -to reftore to mal\. 
" his original rights-to produce the previous re­
"volution in the mind of man-to obtain an 
"eternal viCtory over oppreffors-and to work 
~, the redemption of madund, are feeret fehools 
" of wifdvm. When the worthy have firengthen­
" cd their affoQation by numbers, they aIe feeure, 

" and 
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" and then they b~gin to become powerful, and 
" terrible to the wicked, of whom man)' will, for 
~ fafety, amend themfelves-many will come 
'" over to our party, and we fhall bind the handS' 
~, of the reft, and finally conquer them" Who­
" ever fpreads general Illumination, augments 
¥ mutual fecurity; Illumination and fecurity 
" make princes unnece1fary; Illumination per­
~, fO,rms this by creating an effective Morality, 
" and Morality makes a nation of full age fit to 
" govern itfelf; and fince it is not impoffible to 
" produce a jufi Morality, it is pallible to regain 
" freedom for the world." 
~'We mufi therefore firengthen our band, 

cs and eftablifh a legion, which fhall reftore the 
" rights of man, original liberty and independ­

" ence. 
" Jefus Chrift"-but I am fick of all this. 

The following quel1:ions are put to the candidate: 
1. " Are our civil conditions in the world the 

" defiinations that [eem to be the end of our na­
" ture, or the purpofes for which man was placed 
" on this earth, or are they not? Do (tates, civil 
" obligations, popular religion, fulfil the inten­
" tions of men who efiablifhed them? Do feeret 
"affociations promote inl1:ruaion and true hu­
" man happinefs, or are they the children of ~e­
" ,efiity, of the multifarious wants, of unnatural 
" cO!lditions, or the inven,tions of vain and cun~ 
" nip,g IT.en ~" 

2. "·What 
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2. c' What civil aifociation, what fcience, c:10 you 
~, think to the purpofe, and what are not 1" 

3. "Has there ever been any other in the 
" world, is there no other more fimple conditi8n, 
" and what do you think of it?" 

4. " Does it appear poffible, after having gone 
" through all the nonentities of our civil coofti­
" tutions, to recover for once our firft fimplicity, 
" and get back to this honourable uniformiry?" 

I S. " How can one begin this noble attempt; 
" by means of open {upport, by forcible rcvolu­
" tion, or by what other way?" 

6. " Does ChI iflianity give us any hint to this 
" p,,!rpofe? Does it not recognife fuch a bletred 
" condition as once the lot of man, and as frill 
" recoverable ?" 

7. " But is this holy religion, the religion that 
" is now profeffed by any feB: on earth, or is it a 
~, better?" 

8. " Can we learn this religi.on-cau thp world, 
" as it is, bear the light? Do you think that it 
" would be of fervice, before numerous obfta­
" des are removed, if we taught men this puri­
~, fied religion, fublime philofophy, and the art 
~, of governing themfelves? Or would not this 
" hurt, by roufing the interefted paffions of men. 
"habituated to prejudices, who would oppofe 
~, this as wicked?" 

9. " May it not be more advifable to do aware 
" there corruptions by little and little,.in filenee, 

" and 
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'"f and. for this purpofe to propagate thefe falutary 
" and heart-confoling doCtrines in feeret?" 

10. "Do we not perceive traces of fl ch a fecrer 
" "'chine in the ancient fchools of philofophy, 
" in the doctrines and inftruClions of the Biblc~ 
" which Chrifi, the Redeemer and Deliverer of 
" the human race, gave to his trufty difciples ?­
" Do you not obferve an education, proceeding 
'"' by fieps of this kind, handed down :0 us from 
&~ his time till the piefent?" 

In the ceremopial of Reception, crowns and 
fceptres are reprefcnted as tokens of human de­
gradation, "The plan of operation, by which 
" our higher degrees act, mufl: work powerfully 
" on the world, and mufl: give another turn to 
" all our prefcnt conftitutions.'~ 

Many other queftions are put to the pupil du­
dng -his preparation, and his anf wers are given in 
writing. Some of thefe refcripts nre to be found 
in the [ecret correfpondence. < Thus, " How far 
" is the pafition true, that all thofe means may 
" be ufed far a good purpofe whir,h. the wicked 
" have employed for a bad?" And along with 
this queftion there is an injunction to take counfel 
from the opinions and conduCt of the learned and 
worthy out of the fociety. In one af the anf\lerS, 
the example of a great philofopher and Cofmo­
polite is adduced~ who betrayed a private corre­
{pondence entrufted to him, for the fervice of free­
dom: the cafe was Dr. Frankliu's. In another,. 

the 
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the power of the Order was extended to the 
putting the indh'idual to death; and the reafon 
given was, that " this power wa~ allowed to all 
" Sovereignties, for the good of the Stafe, and 
"therefore belonged to the Order, which was 
" to govern the world."--" N. B. We mull: 
" acquire the direCtion of education-of church. 
" management-of the profefforial chair, and of 
" the pulpit. We muft bring our opinion~ ~nto 
" falbion by every art-fpread them among the 
" people by the help of young writers. \Ve muft 
" preach the warmeft concern for humanity, and 
"make people tndifferent fo all other relations. 
" We muft take care that our writers be well 
" puffed, and that the Reviewers do not depre .. 
" ciate them; therefore we muft endeavour by 
" every mean to gain over the Reviewers and 
U Journalifts; and we muft alfo try to gain the 
,. bookfellers, \\ ho in time ~ ill fee that it is their 
" interefi: to fiue with us." 

I conclude this aC!count of the degree of Pref­
byter with remarking, that there were two copit:1I 
of it employed occafional1y. In one of them all 
the moIl: off"enfive thines in refpeCl: of church 
and flate were left out. The fame thing waS 
done in the degree of Chevalser du Solell of 
the French Mafonry. I have feen three different 
form&. 

In the Regent degret'. the proceedings and in. 
~ruaions are conducted in the fame mann~. 

Here, 
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Here, it is faid, " We muil as much as poffible 
"feleCt for this degree perfons who are free, 
"independent of all princes; part.cularly fuch 
" as have frequently declared themfelves difcon­
"tented with the ufual inllitutions, and their 
.. wifhes to fee a"better government cllablifhed." 

Catching quellions are put to the candidOl.te for 
this degree; fuch as, 

I. "\Vould the fociety be objeCtionable 
~'which fhould (till the greater revolution of 
"nature fhould be ripe) put monarchs and 
" rulers out of the condition to do harm; which 
"lhould in filence prevent the abufe of power, 
" by furrounding the great with its members, 
"and thus not only prevent their doing mif. 
" chief, but even make them do good ?" 

~. " Ii. not the objeCtion unjufl:. That fuch a 
" Society may abufe its power? Do not our 
"rulers frequently abufe their power, though 
c, we are filent ? This power is not fa fecure as 
" in the hands of our Memb-=rs. whom we train 
" up with fo much care, and place about princes 
~, after mature deliberation and choice. If any 
U government can be harmlefs which is ereCted 
"by man, Jurely it muft be ours, which is 
"founded on morality, fore fight, talents, Ii­
" berty, and virtue," &c. 

The candidate is prefented for reception in the 
charaft.er of a nave; and it is demanded of him 
what has brought him into this moil: miferable 

~ of 
.) 
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of all ('{)nditions. He anfwers-Society--th~ 
State-SubnUffivenefs-Fa1fe Religion. A fke .. 
leton is pointed out to him, at the feet of whidr 
are laid a Crown and a Swurd. He is aiked, 
whether that is the £kdeton of a King, a Noble .. 
man, or a Beggar? As he cannot decide, the 
Prefident of the meeting fays to him, "the cha .. 
" racrer of being a Man is the only one that is of 
" importance." 

In a long declamation on the hackneyed topics, 
we have here and there fome thoughts which 
have not yet come before us. 

" We muft allow the underlings to imagme, 
,~ (but without telling them the truth,) that we 

" direCt all the Free Mafon Lodges, and even all 
" other Orders~ and that the bTeatefi: monarchs 
" are under our guidance, which indeed is here 
" and there the cafe. 

"There is no way of influencing men (0 

" powerfully as by means of the women. Thefe 
" fnould therefore be our chief lludy; we 1hould 
"infinuate ourfelves into their good opinion, 
" give them hints of emancipation fr~m the ty­
" ranny o~ public opinion, and of ftariding up for 
" themfelves; it will be an immenfe relief to 
" their enflaved minds to be freed fr.om anyone 
"bond of reftraint, and i~ will fire them. .the 
" more, and caufe them tu work for us with zeal, 

o " without 
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" ~ it hout knowing that they do fo; for they 
" will 0nly be indulging their own defire of per­

" ronal admiration. 
" We mult win the common people in evel y 

" corner. This \\ill be obtained chiefly by 
" means of the [<..hool o, and by open, hearty 
"behaviour, iliow, cOll,ldcenfioll) popularity, 
" and toleration of their prejudices, which we 
4' 1hall at leifure root out .lnd difpd. 

U If a writer pubhfhes any thing that attraCts 

" notice, and is in iticlf Jufl:, but does not accord 
" with our plan, we mufl: ende.lyour to win him 

'" over, or decry him. 
" A chief object L,j ovr Cdre mull: be to keep 

" down that fj,n iIll vcneratIOn t01 Princes which 
" fo mllch dilrnlc( ~ ~\ll n<ltinns. Even in tht> 
"(o,-,f{nd fwe; r'lgbud, the fill) Monarch fays; 
':'\T,!c ,lie ;,raeiou:f1y I'll :kJ, ,md the 11101!!: 

k. fin11'1c peuple ;,ly. Amlll. Thefc men, com· 

" lTlonly vcry \\ Cd!... hcad"G ale 0111y the farther 
" corruptco 11'1' this fer' ile ILltte! y. But let us at 
'" once give an cA<ll1lple of uur Jpilit by our be­
" haviour wnh Pnnces; we mull: avoiJ all fami. 
" ktl. ,-never cntruft ourfch es to them-be­
,. have WIth prcciflon, b.lt \\Jth civility, as to 
" other men-fp~ak of them on an equal footing 
"-this \Hll in t!.lle t~ach them thar they ~re 
., by nature m.en, if they have icnfe ahd fpiril, 

" and 
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" and that only by convention they are Lords. 
"We mull: affiduoufly colleCt anecdot~sJ and 
" the honourable and mean aaions, both of the 
" leaft and the greateft; anri when their names 
cc occur in any records which are read in our 
c, meetings, Id them ever be accompanied by 
" thefe marks of their real worth. 

" The great ftrength of our Order lies in its 
" concealment, let it never appear in any place 
" in its own na.me, but. always covered by an­
" other name, and another o('ClJpatioI!. NOlle 
" IS jitter than the three lower dcgreu of Free Ma­
"Jonry j tbe publrc IS accz!flomed to tt,' expe8s 
" Ilttie from If, and thercjore take.! little notice 
~, of It. Np.xt to this the form of a learned or 
~, literary fociety is beft fuited to our purpofe, 
" and had Free Mafonry not exifted, this (:ovet 
" would have been employed; and it may be 
" much more than a ('over~ It may be a po'U,'cr­
"lui engzne In our hands. By dt.ab.'Jjhlng readtug 
~'foClcllt'.f, and .!"!fcrtptJ01Z Itbram?J, and takmg 
" theft UNder our dlrecluJn, an! jupplymg them 
"through our labours, ';.t.JC may turll the publIc 

" J})md 'u)huh 'tvay we wzJf. 
" In like tn,mner \\e mufl: try to obtain an in­

ce lluence in the military academies, (thi, may be 
~, of mighty confequence,) the priuting.houfes, 
" bookfellers" {hops, l.hapters, and in !hort in aU 
'" offices which have any drccr, either ;n fOlilll­

" mg, or in managing, or e\cn in direc.ring the 
o 2 " mind 
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" mind of man: painting and engraving are 
" highly worth our care"'." 

" Could our PrefeCt" (obferve it is to the lI/u­
mmati Regentes he is fpeaking, whore ofI\cers are 
PrcJeCfi) " fill the judicatories of a frate with'our 
" worthy members, he does all that man can do 
" for the Order. It is better than to gain the 
" Prince bimfelf. Princes i1lOuld never get be­
"yond the Scotch knighthood. T'1ey either 
,\ neycr profecute any thing, or lh,.cY twill every 
" thing to their 0\\ n advantage. 

" A Literary Society is the mofl: proper form 
" for the introduCtion {)f our Order into any flate 
" where we are yet firanp:ers." (Mark this!) 

"The power (If the Order mufiiurelybeturn~d 
" to the advant<Jge of its Members. All mufi be 
"affifl:ed. They moIl: be preferred to all perfons 
" other" ire of t;;qual mu it. Money, fervices, ho­
" nour, gouJ.s, and blood, lIlufl be expended for 
" the fully proved Brethren, hnd the unfortunate 
~, mufl be rdievcJ by the funds of the Society." 

As evidence that this was not only their in­
firuaions, but alfo their affiduous praCtice, take­
the follo",in(r report from the overfeer of Greece 

c) 

(Bavaria) : 

.. (They were flrongly fufpe6ted of having pubHlhcd 

fome fcandalous carlLatUl es, :md fome very immoral prints.) 

They fcrupled at no mean, ho\\cver bafe, for corrupting the 
IUI:Uon. Mirabeau had done the fame- thing at Berlin. By 
po~tical caricatures and filthy prmts, they corrupt even 
{ucb as canllot ~ad. 
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In ento's hand-writmg. 

" The number (about Gee) of Memhc;rs re~ 
" lates to Bavaria alone. 

~, In Munich there is a v. dl-confl:ituted meet­
" ing of Illummall Majores, a meeting of excel­
" lent IltulIllllatl I-.l11lorcs, a refj>eCtable Grand 
" Lodge, and two Minerval Aflemblies. Ther:e 
" is a MinervJll Alfembly at Freyffing, at Landf­
" berg, at Burghaufen, at Strafbllrg, at Ingol. 
" fiadt, and at laft at Regenfuurg·. 

" At Munich we have bought a haufe, and 
" by clever meafUles have brought things.fo far, 
" that the citizens take no notice of it, and even 
" fpeak of us with efteem. 'Ve can openly go 
" to the houfe every day, and carryon the buli.' 
" nef. .. of the Lodge. This is a great deal for 
" this city. In the houfe is a good mufeum of 
" natural hiftory, a"nd apparatus for experiments : 
"a1fo a library which daily increafes. The 
"garden is well occupied by botanic fpeci, 
"mens, and the whole has the appearance of 
" a fociety of zealous naturalifts. 

" We get all the literary journals. We take 
" care, by well-timed pieces, to make the citi. 
cc zens and the Princes a little more noticed for 

'" in tlUs 1ma1l Jllrbul",t (.-i~y there were cleven fccret 
fOcicties of Mafona, Rofycrucians, Clair-vQyanta~ &te. 

o 3 " certain 
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"certain little flips. We oppofe the monks 
" with all our might, and with great fuccefs. 

" The Lodge is conftituted entirely according 
~'to ((ur fyftem., and has broken off entirely 
" from Berlin, and we have nearly finilhed our 
H tranfaCtions with the Lodges of Poland, and 
" ihall have them under our dire8.ion. 

" By the aCtivity of our Brethren, the Jefuits 
"have been kept out of aU the profefforial 
~ chi-irs at InK0l/tadt, and our friends p,..evail." 

~, The Widow DllChc:f!) has fet up her aca­
" de my entirely accordmg to our plan, arId we 
" have all the ProreJTors in the Order. Five of 
" them are excellent, and the pupih \\ ill be pre­
" pared for us. 

" We have got Pylades put at the head of d,e 
"Fife, and he has the church-money at hi.~ 

"difpofaI. By properly uling this money, v.e 

" have been enabled to put our Brother -'s 
" houfehold in good order; 'Vv hich he had de. 
" {hayed by going to the Jews. We have fup­
'-' ported more Brethren under fimilar misfor­
" tunes. 

" Our Ghofily Brethren have been very for­
.' tunate this laft year, for we have procured fOI;" 

"them feveral good benefices~ pariihes, tutor~ 
U filips, &c. 
~ Through our means Arminius and Cortez 

•• have gotte;n Profeifodhips, and many of our 
'-' yO\Ul~ef' 
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" younger Brethren have obtained Burfaries 6y 
(£ our help. 

" We have been very fuccefsful againfr the 
" Jefuits, and brought th.ing& to fuch a bearing, 
" that their revenues, fuch as the Million, the 
" Golden Alms, the [xercifes, and the Co'nver-. 
" !ion Box, are now under the management of 
" our friends. So al e alfo their concerns in 
" the univcrfity and the German fchool found­
"ations. The apphcation of aU \ ... 111 be deter­
" mined prefentl y, and we have fix members 
" and four friends in the Court. This has toft 
" our fenate fame nights \Vant of fleep. 

" Two of our beft youths have got jourples 
" from the Court, and they will go to Vienna, 
" where they will do us great fl.-rviee. 

" All the German fchoals, and the Benevo­
" lent Society, are at lafl: under OUI direD:ian. 

" We have got [('vera! zealou~ members in 
" the courts of Juftice, and we rlrC ahle to afford 
" them pay, and other good additions. 

" Lately, we have got poffeJ1i0n of the Bar­
H tholomew Inftitution for young clergymen, 
" having fecured all its fupporters. Through 
" thit. we ihall be able to fupply Bavaria with fit 
~, pneRs. 

" By a letter from Philo we learn, that one 
F' of the higheft dignitic.s ill the church was ob. 
~, taiijed for a zealous liluminatus, in oppofipon 

04 " even. 
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" even to the authority and right of the Bifhop 
" of Spire, who is reprefented as a bigotted and 
" tyrannical priefi." 

'Such were the leifer myfieries of the Illumi .. 
nati. But there remain the higher myfl:eries. The 
fyftem of thefe has not been printed. and the de .. 
grees were conferred only by Spartacus himfelf~ 
from papers which he never entruO:ed to any per­
fon. They were only read to the candidate, bu t 
no copy was taken. The publither of the Ncue.fle 
11.rbeitung fays that he has read them (fo fays 
GroUman). He fays, " that in the firff degree of 
" MAGUS or PHILOSOPHUS, the doctrines are the 
" fame with thofe of Spinoza, where all is mate­
" rial, God and the world are the fame thing, and 
" all religion whatever is without foundation, a!",d 
" the contrivance of ambitious men." The Ie­
cond degree, or REX, teaches, "that every pea­
" fant, citizen, and houfeholder is a fovereign, as 
" in the Patriarchal frate, anQ that nations mufr 
"-be brought back to that frate, by whatever 
" means are conducible-peaceably, if it can be 
~, done; but, if not, then by force-for all fubor. 
" dination mufl:vanHh from the face of the eartb." 

The author fays further, that the German 
Union was, to his certain knowledge, the wei k of 
the Illuminati. 

The llrivate correfpondence that has been, 
Fl?llihed is by no means the whole @f what was 

difcovered 
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difcovered at Landlhut and Baifus Holf, and 
govcnment got a great deal .of ufeful inform­
ation, which was concealed, both out of regard 
to the families of the pel fons concerned, and 
alfo that the refl might not know the utmafi Clloo 

tent of the difcovery, and be lefs on their guard. 
A third coIleaion was found under the found. 
ation of the houfe in which the Lodge '1heocbJr 
'Vom guten Roth had been held. But none of this 
has appeared. Enough furely has been difco;. 
vered to give the public a very jufi idea of the 
defigns of the Society and its conneaions. 

Lodges were difcovered, and are mentioned i1\ 
the private papers already publilhed, in the fol.­
lowing placfs ; 

Munich 
Ingolfiadt 
Frankfort 
Echfladt 

Hanover 
Brunfwick 
Calbe 

Wellphalia (feveral) 
Heidelberg 
Mannheim 

Stra{burgh (5) 
Spire 
Worms 
Dulfddorff 

Magdeburgh Cologne 
CaJIel Bonn (-4) 
Ofnabrllck Livonia (many) 
Weimar Courland (many) 
Upper Saxony (feveral) Frankendahl 
Auftria (14) Alface (many) 

Vienna 
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Vienna (4) Deuxponts 
Reife (many) Coufel 
Buchenwerter Treves (2) 
Mompeliard Aix-la-Chapelle (2) 
Stutgard (3) Bar, ,,·hied 
Carlfruhe Hahrcllberg 
Anfpach Switzerland (many) 
Neuwied (2) Rome 
Mentz (2) Naples 
Poland (many) Ancona 
Turin "Florence 
England (8) France 
Scotland (2) Holland (man)) 
Warfaw (2) Drefden (4) 
America(fcveral). N.B. This was before 1786. 

I have picked up the names of the folIo\\ ~ng 
members: 

Spartacus, 
Philo, 

Amelius, 
Bayard, 
Dio~edes, 
Cato, 

\Veilhaupt, Profeffor. 
Knigge, Freyherr, i. e. 

Gentleman. 
Bode, F. H. 
Bufche, F. H. 
Conftanza, Marq. 
Zwack, Lawyer. 
Torring, Count. 
Khreitmaier, Prince. 
Utfchneider, Profeff'or. 
Coifandey, Profeffor. 
Renner, Profeffor. 

Grunberger, 



CHAP. II. THE ILLUMINATI. 203 

Pythagoras, 

Hannibal l 
Brutus, 
Lucian, 

Zoroafi.er, Confucius. 
Hermes Trifmegiftus, 

Sulla, 

Grunberger, ProfefI'or. 
Balderbufch, F. H. 
Lippert, Counfellor. 
Kundl, ditto, 
Bart, ditto. 
Leiberhaller, Prieft. 
Kundler, Profeifor. 
Lowling, Profeifor. 
V-achency, Counfellor. 
Moraull y, Count. 
Hoffstetter, Surveyor of 

Roads. 
Strobl, Bookfdler. 
W efremieder, Profeffor. 
Babo, Profeffor. 
Baader, Profeifor. 
Burzes, Prieft. 
Pfruntz, Prieft. 
Baiful:>, Baron. 
Savioli, Count. 
Nicholai, Bookfeller. 
Bahrdt, Clergyman. 
Baierhamer. 
Socher, School InfpeCl:or. 
DilIis, Abbe. 
Meggenhoff, Paymafter. 
Danzer, Canon. 
Braun, ditto. 

.Fifch~r, 
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Pythagoras, (2d)) 
}darius, 

Saladin, 

Cornelius Scipio, 

Tycho Brahe, 
Th.u.es, 
Attila, 
Ludovicus Bavarus, 
Shafte1bury, 
Coriclanus, 
TUnon, • 
Tamerlane, 
Li~ius, 

Fifcher, Magiftrate. 
Frauenberget, Baron. 
~ltner, Lieutenant. 
Drexl, Librarian. 
Hertel, Canon. 
Dachfel. 
Dilling, Counfellor. 
Seefeld, Count, 
Gunlheim, ditto. 
MorgeUan, ditto. 
Ecker, ditto. 
Ow, Major. 
Werner, Counfellor. 
Berger, ditto. 
Wortz, Apothecary. 
Mauvillon, Colonel. 
Mirabeau, Count. 
Orleans, Duke. 
Hochinaer. 
Gafpar, Merchant. 
Kapfinger. 
Sauer. 
Loft. 
Steger. 
Tropponero, Zufchwartz. 
Michel. 
Lange. 
Badorffer. 

Cicero, 
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Pfeft. Cicero, 
Ajcu;, Maffenhaufen, 'Count. 

I have not been able to find who perfonated 
Minos, Euriphon, Celfius, Mahomet, Hercules. 
Socrates, Philippo Strozzi, Euclides, and fome 
others who have been uncommonly atl:ive in 
!:arrying forward the great caufe. 

The chief publications for giving us regular ac· 
counts of the whole, (befides the otiginal writ­
ing~,) are, 
I. Crqffe AbJicbt des Illuminaten Ordens. 
z. - Nacbtrages (3') an denfelben. 
3. WerJhaupt's improved S.yjlcm. 
4. SyJlt:m dtJ IlIum. Ordcns {lUS dC11l Original .. 

fcbriftcn gezogen. 

I may"now be permitted to make a few reflec­
tions on the accounts already given of this Order, 
which has fo difiinCl:.ly roncentrateJ the cafuaI and 

fcattered efforts of ifs prompters, the Ckr:a/;ers 
BicnfatJants, the Phdalcthcs, and AmtJ Rcunis of 
France, and carried on the fyftcm of enlighten. 
ing and reforming the world. 

The great aim profeffed by the Order is to makt 
1I1en bappy, and the means profcffed tq be employ­
ed, as the only and furely effeCtive, is makmg them 
good; and this is tv be _brought about by enlight­
ening the mind, and freetrlg It from the dominion of 
fupetjtition and prei/dlm. This purpofe is c:.'f. 

feEted 
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reaed by its produCir/g a Jzy1 and ,/leady moraltty. 
This done; and becoming univerfal, there can be 
little doubt but that the peace of iociety will be 

the c6nfequence,-that government, fubordina­

lion, and all the difagreeable coercions of civil go­
vemments will be unncceifary,-and that fociety 

may go on peaceably in a flate of perfeCt liberty 
and equality~ 

But furely it requires no angel from heaycn to 

tell us that if every man is virtuous, there \, ill be 
no vice; and that there will be peace on earth, 
and good-will between 111an and man, whatever 

be the differences of rank and fortune; fo that 
liberty and EqU'llity fceo not to be the neceffary 
confequences of this jufl morality, nor nectffary 
requifites for this national hrtppinefs. We may 
fj,ueftion, therefore, \\ hether thtIllumination which 
:makes this a neceffal y condition ib a clear and 
a pure'light. It may be d fdlfe glare iliowing 
the object only on one fide,. tinged with partial 
colours thrown on it by neighbouring obJeCts. 
We fee fa much "ifdom in th.e generJI plans of 
nature, that we are apt to think that there is the 
iime in what relates to the human mind, and that 

tfte God of nature Llccomplifhes his plans ill this 

as well as in other in!tances. \Ve are even difpof­

ro to think that human nature would fLlffer by it. 
The rational nature of man i.s not contented with 
Jl\eat and drink,and raiment, and ihelter ,but is alfo 

9 pleafed 
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pleafed with exerting many powers and faculties', 
and with gratifying many taRes, whiCh could 
hardly have exiftcnre in a fociety where aU are 
equal. We fay that there call be no doubt but that 
the pleafure arifing from the contemplation of the 
works of art-the plcafure of illtellecrual cultiva­
tion, the pleafure of mere ornament, are rational, 
diftinguilh man from a brute, and ~, e fo general, 
that there is hard Iv a mind fo rude as not to feel 

J 

them. Of all thefe, and of all the difficult [cicnces, 
all moll: rational, and in thcmfclve'i moll: inno­
cent, and mofl delightful to a cultivated mind, 
we fhould be deprived in a fodcty \\'here all ~re 
equal. No individual could gi\e employment to 
the talel1t~ neceffary for credting and improving 
there ornamental tomfort~ of life. \Ve are abfo. 
lutely certain that, even in the moll: favourable 
fituations on the face of the earth, the moA: un­
tainted virtue in every tn'lfl: could not raife man 
to that degree of cnltivat!on that is polTcffed by 
citizens very low in any of the fiates of Europe;; 
Clnd in the fituation of mofr countries we are ac­
quainted with, the fl:ate of man would be much 
lower: for, at our very [etting ou1, we mu/! grant 
that the liberty and equality here fpoken of mull: 
be compiete; for there muA: not be fuch a thing 
as a f,nmer and his cottager. This would be as 
unjufl, as much the C<lIICe of difcontent, as the 
gentleman and the farmer. 

This 
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This {cherne theref0Te {ferns contrary to the de .. 
figns of OUT Creatot, who has every wbere placed 
us in thore fituations of inequality that are here fo 
n\Uch repr~bated, and has given us fl:rong propen .... 
fities by which we relifh thofe enjoyments. We 
alfo find that they may be enjQyed in peace and in. 
noC'ence. And lafl:ly, we imagine that the viI. 
lain, who, in -the fl:ation of <t profeffor, would 
plunder a Prince, would alfo plun(ter the feu-mer if 
he were his cottager. The Illumimtion therefore 
that appears to have the befl: chance of making 
n1ankind happy i.; that whit:h will teach us the 
Merality whi~h will relpea the comforts of culti. 
vated Society, and teach us to protea the p'"lf. 
feWors in the innocent enjoyment of them; that 
will enable us to pcrcc;ive and admire the tafi:e and 
elegance of Architcaurc and G~rdening, with. 
out any with to fweep"the palaces, the gardens, 
and their owner, from off the earth, merely b~. 
caufe he is their owner. 

We are theref('~·(. fufpicious of this Illumina. 
tion, and apt to afcribe this violent antipathy to 
Prin,es and fubordin.llion-lo the very caufe that 
m;l.kes true Illumination, and jun: Morality pro­
ceeding from it, fo neceffat y to public happinefs, 
namely, the vice and iHjullice of thofe who La.n .. 
not innocently have the command of thofe offen­
five elegancies of human life. Luxurious tafte, 
ke~n defire~, and unbridkd paffions, would 

~ pror.npt 
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~mpt to all this; and this Illumination i$, ,8 
'\ie fee, equiv.alent to them in etfeCl. The airri 01 
the Order IS not to enlighten the mind of mati, 
and {how him his moral obligations, add by tht 
praCl:ice of his duties to make fodety- peadablej 

poifelIion fecure, and coercion unneceifary, fo that 
all may be at refl: a~d happy, even though aU 
were equal; but to get rid of the coercion whieh 
muO: be employed in the place of morality, that 
'the innocent rich may be robbed with impunity 
by the idle and profligate poor. But to do this, 
an unjuft cafuifiry mult be employed inftead of ;i 
juft Morality; and this muft be-defended or fug. 
gelle_d, by ltlifreprefenting the true fta,te of man, 
and of his relation to the univerfe, and by remov~ 
ing the reftriccions of religion, and giving a ruper .. 
lative value to all thore conftituents of human en­
joyment, which tnte Illumination !haws us to be 
but very fmall concerns of a rational and virtuOUi 

mind. The more dQfe!y we examine the p~in­
oiples and praCtice of the Illuminati, the morl! 
dfearly do we perceiye that this i. the dlfe. 
Their firft and immediate aim is to get the poC .. 
fefiion of riches; power, and influence, witfp. 
out induftry i and, to accomplHh this, they want 
to abolHh ChrUtianity; and then ditfolute man .. 
ners and univerfal profligaq will procure them 
the adl1ereilce of all the wicked, and enable 
tLem to pvertum all the civil gov.erm:nenta of 

p ~urope; 
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furope; after ~ hich th!")" will think Qf farther 
conquefls, and extend their oreratlons to the: 
other quarters of the globe, till they have re­
duced mankind to the frate of one undi11ingui~h­
able chaotic mah. 

But this is too chimerical to be thought their 
real aim. Their Founder, I dare fay, never enter­
tained fuch hopes, nor troubled himldf wit::h the 
fate of diftant lands. But it comes in his way when 
he puts on the maik of humanity and bcne\'olenc~: 
it mufr embrace all mankinJ, only bccaufe it muIt 
befrrongerthan P,ltl iotifm and loyalty, whIch fiand 
ip his way. Obien'e that W cilhaupt rook a name 
cAprefIive of his principles. SparracW) wa5 a gla­
diator, who heaucd an infurrcaion of Roman 
flaves, and for three years kept the city in ter­
ror. W dihaupt {,iYs in one of Jus letters, "I 
" never was fond of empty tlik~ ; but fUH.:ly that 
" man has a childilh foul who would not as rCd­

., dilychoofe the name of Spartacus as that of Oc­
" tavius Auguftu; ." The name~ \\ hit h he give.. 
to feveral of his f,ang expref~ their differences 
of fentiments. P!!llo, l.UCl,1ll, and others, are 
very figmficantly given to Knigge, Nicbolai, &c. 
He was vain of the name Spartacu.;, bccaufe he 
confidered himfelf as employed fomcwhat in the 
fame way, leading {laves to freedclnI. Princes 
and Pricfts an; mentioned by him 011 all oreations 
;n terms of abhorrence. 

SpartacU$ 
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Spartacus employs powerful means. In th~ 
ilylc of the Jefuits, (as he [dYs,) he confiders 
every mean as confpcrated by the end for which 
it is employed, and he fays with great truth. 

U Flt!fiere ji ntfjlltC luperot, Acheronta mfmfbo." 

To [ave his reputation, he fcruples not to mur­
der his innocent child, and the woman whom he 
bad held in his arms with emotions of fondnefs 
and affection. But kit this fhould appear tOG 

felfifh a motive, he fays, " Had I fallen, my 
" precious Order ~oulJ. have fallen \\ ith me; 
" the Order which is to bId., mankind. Illiould 
«not again have been able to fpeak of virtue 
" 10 as to make any \ailing imprefficn. My ex­
" ample mIght have ruined many young men." 
This he thinks will excufe, nay fancrify any 
thing. "My letters are my greatefl: vindication/' 
He employs the Chrifiian Religion, which he 
thinks a falfehood, an~ which he is aftenvards to 

explode, as the mean for inviting Chnliiaus of 
every denomination, and gradually cajoling them, 
by clearing up their Chriftian doubts in fucceffion, 
till he lands them in Deifm; or if he finds them 
unfit, and too religious, he gives them a Sta bellc, 
and then hmghs at the fears, or perhaps mad­
nefs, in which he leaves them. JI.lVing got them 
the length of Deifm, they are declared to be fit, 
and he receives them intC' the higher myfteries. 
But left they fhO'lld Hill {brink back. dazzled by 

p] the 
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the Pandemonian glare of Illuminatiof.' which will 
now burft upon them, he exacrs frou: them, for 
the firft time, a bond of perfeverance. Bllt, a~ 
Philo fays, there is little chance of tergiverfa~ 
tion. The hfe and honour of mof[ of the candi. 
dates are by this time in his hand. They have 
been long occupied in the vile and torrupting 
office of fpies on drI around them, and they arc 
found fit for their prcfent honours, b=~aufe they 
have difcharged this office to his fatisfaa;on, Ly 
the reports which they have given in, containing 
{lories of their nei~hbOllrs, nay even of theIr own 
gang. They may be ruined in the world by di{~ 
doling thefe, either privately or publicly. A :nan 
who had once brought himfdf into this perilous 
fituation durn: not go back. lIe mIght have be-:n 
left indeed in any degree of Illumination; and, if 
Religion ha!> not been quite eradicated from hi, 
mind, h8 lI).ult be in that condItion of painful 
imxiety and doubt that m~kes him defperate, fit 
f· iT the full oj1lTdtion of fanaticifm, anu he may be 
en;';'lged, III the callie of God, " to commit aU kind 
" of wlckednefs wi[h greedinefs." In this ftate 
of mind, a man Ihuts his eyes, and rulhes on. 
Had Sp.maclls fllppofed that he was dealing with 
good men, his conduct would have been the re­
verfe of all this. There is no oc<.afi~.m for this 
bond from a perron convinced of the eXcellency 
.f the Older. But he ~ew them to be unprin. 

cipled, 
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cipled, and that the higher myll:eries were fo dar .. 
ing, that even fome of fuch men would fiart at 
them. But they mull: not blab. 

Having thus got rid of Religion, Spartacus 
could with more fafety bl ing into view the great 
aim of aU his efforts-to rule the world by meant 
of his Order, As the immediate mean for at .. 
taining this, he holds out the profped of freedom 
from civil fuburdination. Perfea Liberty and 
EfJllality are interwoven with every thing; and 
the flatterinJ; thought is continually kept up, that 
H by the wiie contrivance of thi~ Order, the moll: 
"complete knowledge is obtained of the real 
~, worth of every perfon; the Order will,jor its 
" own Jal>e. and therefore certamly, place every 
" man in that fituation in which he can be molt 
"effective. The pupils are convinced that the 
" Order will rule the world. Every member 

" thetefore becomes a ruler." We all think. our­
[dves qualified to rule·, The difficult tafk is to obey 
with propriety; but we are honell:ly generous in 
our profpects of future command. It is there­
fore an alluring thought, both to good and bad 
men. By this lure the Order will fpread. I( 
they are atiive in infinuating their members into 
offices, and in keeping out others, l which the 
private correfpondence fhows to have been the 
cafe,) they may havt. had frequent experience of 
their f~cce[i in gainin~ al, influence on the world: 

p 3 Thia 
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This n un whet their zeal. IfWeiff:allpt was a 
fincere Cofmo-polite, he had the pleafure of fee. 
ing " his work profpering in his hands." 

It furdy needs little argument now to provc, 
that the Order of Illuminati had for its immediat<:: 
objeCt the abolifi1ing of Ch:-iftianit)', (at leafi this 
was the intention of the Founder,) with the fole 
view of overturning the civil government, by in­
troducing univerfcll diiI()iutenefs :tnd profllgacy of 
manners, and then getting the affiftance ')f the 
corrupted fubjlCls to overfet the throne. 'The 
whole conduct in the preparation and inIlruftion 
of the Prefbyter ,md ReRNls is directed to this 
point. Philo fays, " 1 have been at llnwean('d 
" pains to rewove the fears of fame who imagine 
" that our Superion want to abolifh Chriftianity; 
h but by and by their prejudices will wear oft: 
"' and they will be more at their eafe. \Verc I 
4' to let them know that our General holds all 
" Religion to be a lie, and utcs cyen D~i[m, only 
~, to lead men by the nofe-Vfere I to connect 
" myfelf again with the Free Mafon;:;, and teU 
f' them our defigns to rum their Fraternity by 
" this circular letter (a letter to the Lodge in 
.~ Cour}and )-Were 1 but to give the kill hint 
" to any of the Princes of Greece (Bavaria )-No~ 
" myan)!er {hall not carry me fa far.- An Order, 
t' forfooth, which in this manner abufes human 
~, natgre-which will fubj~a men to a bondage 

" PlOTt 
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• ' more intolerable than Jefuitifm-I could put 
" it on a refpeCtable footing, and the world would 
" be ours. Should I mention our fundamental 
H principles, (even after all the pains I have been 
" at to mitigate them,) fu unqueftionably danger­
" ous to the world, who would remain? What 
" fignifies the innocent ceremonies of the PrielPs 
"degree, as I have compofed it, in comparifon 
" with your maxim, that we may ufe for a good 
" end thofe means which the wicked employ for 
" a bafe purpofe ?" 

Brutus writes, " N umenius now acquiefces in 
" the mortality of the foul; but, I fear we thall 
" lofe Ludovicus Bavarus. He told Spartacus, 
" that he was miflaken when he thought that he 
" h<1d fwallowed his n:upid Mafonry. No, he faw 
" the trick, and did not admire the end that re­
" guired it. I don't know what to do; a Sta 
" bene would make him mad, aud he will blow 
" tiS all up. • . 

" The Order mull: poffef,. the power of Hfe and 
" death in confequence of our Oath; and with 
" propriety, for the fame reafon, and by the fame 
" tight, that any govprnment in the world pof­
"[eifes it: for the Order comes in their place, 
" making them unneceffaTY. When things can· 
" not be other wife, and ruin would enfue if the 
"Affociation did not employ this mean, the 
~, Order mull, as weii as pUblic rulers, employ 

p 4 "it' 



zr6 THE 1 t. L U.M I NAT I • CHAP. H. 

" it for the good of mankmd; therefore for its 
" own prefervation." (N. B. Obferore here the 
cafuiftry.) "Nor will the political conilitutions 
" fuffer by this, for there are always thoufands 
" equally ready and able to fupply the place." 

,\Ve need not wonder tbt Diomed;s told the 
Profeffors, " that death, inevitable death, from 
" which no potentate, could protect them, await­
~, ed every traitor of the Order;" no" that the 
French Convention propofed to take off the Ger­
man Princes and Genel als by fword or poifoe, &c. 

Spartacus might tickle the fancy of his Oroer 
with the notion of ruling the world; but I ima­
gine that his own immediate object wa~ ruling the 
Order. The happinefs of mankind was, like Wei­
{haupt's Chriftianity, a mere tool, a tool which till: 
Rcgentcs made a joke of. But Spartacus would 
rule the Regcntcs; this he could not fa eafily ac­
complilh. His defpotifmwas infupportable tomoll 
of them, and finally brought ~ll to light. When 
he could not perfuade them by his own firm­
nefs, and indeed by his fuperjor talents and dif .. 
imereftednefs in other refpecrs, and his unweari .. 
ed .. aftivity, he employed Jefuitical tricks, caufing 
them to fall out,with each other, fetting them as 
fpies on each other, and feparating any tWQ that 
he fawattached to each other, by making the one 
a Mafieroftheother; and, in fhort, he left nothing 
lln(lone that could fecure his uncontrolled com-

mand~ 
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mand. This caufed Philo to quit the Order, 
and made Bqj[us, Von 'Torrmg, Kreitmaier, and 
feveral other gentlemen, ceafe attending the meet .. 
ings; and it was their mutual diffenfions which 
made them fpeak too freely in public, and call on 
themfelves fo much notice. At the time of the 
difcovery, the party of Weifhaupt confified chiefly 
of very mean people, devoted to him, and willing 
to execute his orders, that by being his fervants, 
they might have the p1eafure of commanding 
others. 

The obJet1s, the undoubted objeCts of this Af .. 
fociation, are furely dangerous and detefl:al>le; 
namely, to overturn the prefent conftitutions of 
the European States, in order to introduce a 
chimera which the hifrory of mankind (hows tl) 
be'contrary to the nature of man. 

Naturam e~pe/la.f furca, tamm ujijue rClurrct. 

Suppofe it pollible ... and done in peace, the new 
fjftem could not ftand unlers every lJri!lciple of 
aCtivity in the human mind be enthralled, all ffi­
citement IO exertion and induftry removed, and 
man brought into a condition incapable of im .. 
provement; and chis at the expence of every thing 
that is valued by the heft: of men-by mifery and 
devaftation-by loofening all the bands of fociety .. 
To talk of murality and virtue in conjundion 
with fuch fchemes is an infult to common fenfe ; 
dHfolut<!nefs of manners alone can bring men (0 

think of it. 
Is 
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Is it not aflonifhmg, therefore, t::l hear people 
in this country exprds any regard for this inni. 
tution? Is it 1101 moft mortifyirrg to think that 

there are Lod:~e~ of Illuminated among us? I 
think that nothing bids fairC'r for weaning our 
inconfiJerate cunntl ymcn from having any con. 
neCtion with them, than the fairhful account 
here given. I hope that there are few, very few or 
our countrymen, and 11,)l1e whom we call friend, 
who can think that an Order whit.h held. fuch 
UOC:l:rilleS, and \\ hich praCtifed fuch things, can be 
any thing clfe tbn a ruinom Affociation, a gang 
()f profligates. All their profcflions of the klvt:: 
of mankind al e vain; their Illumination mull 
be a bewil,ier'ng blaze, and totally ineffectual 

for its purpofe, for it has had no f\)eh infiuencct 

on the leaders of the band; yet it feems quite 

adequate to the effects it has produced; for fuch 
are the charaCters of thofe wlJo forget God. 

If we in the next place attend to their mode 
of education, and examine it by thofe rules of 
common fenfe that we apply in other cafes of 
conduCt, we thall find it equally unpromifing,* 
Tl).e fyftem of Illuminatifm i$ one of the expla­
nations of Free Mafonry; and it hns gained 
many partifans. Thefe explanatiom refl: their 
credit and their preference on their own merits. 
There is fomethinr in themfelves, or iii one of 
the-m as diftinguilhed from another, which pro­
cures it the pI cfcrmc c for its own fake. There. 

fore, 
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fore, to give this Order any dependence on Free 
MafoJ'lry, is to degrade the Order. To intro. 
duce a Mafonic Ritual into a manly infiitution~ 
is to degrade it to a frivolous amufement for 
great children. Men really exerting themfelves 
to reform the world, and qualified for the talk, 
mull have been difgufied with fuch occupations. 
They betray a frivolous conception of the taik in 
which they are really engaged. To imagine 
that men engaged in the firuggle and rivaHhip 
of life, under the influence of felfifu, or mean. 
or impc[Uous paffions, are to be wheedled into 
candid ientiments, or a generous conduCt, as 
a froward child may fometimes be made gentle 
and trd,[table by a rattle or humming-top, be­
trays great ignorance of human nature, and 
an arrogant [elf-conceit in thofe who can ima­
~ine that all but themfelves are babies. The 
further we proceed, the more do we ice of this 
'Want of w1dom. "The whole prucerlure of their 
infiruCtion fuppofes fuch a complete [unender of 
freedom of thought, of common fen[e,and of com­
mon caution, that it fcents impoffible that it fuould 
not have aldrmed every fen[lble mind. This in. 
deed happened before the Order was feven years 
old. It was wire indeed to keep their Areopa~ 
gIla out of fIght; but who can be fa fIlly as to 
believe that their ·mknown Superiors were all 
and always faultlefs m~n? But had they been the 

met', 
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men they were reprelented to be,-it I have any 
knowledge of my own heart, or any capacity 
of drawing jufr infelences from the condua of 
others, I am perfuaded that the knowing his 
Superiors would have animated the pupil to ex­
ertion, that he might exhibit a plcafing fpecracle 
to fuch intelligent and worthy judges. Did not 
the Stoics profefs themfelves to be encouraged in 
the fchertJ.e of life, by the thought that the im­
mortal Gocl& were looking on and pailing their 
judgments on their manner of aCting the part 
affignf'd them? But what abjeCt fpirit will be 
contented ",ith working, zc<tlollily working, for 
years, after a plan of which he is 7le~'cr to btra 
the full meaning? In {hart, the only knowledge. 
that he can perceive, is knowledge in its worfi 
form, ClInmng. This mua appear in the contti .. 
vances by which he will foon find that he is 
kept in complete fubJecrion. If he is a true and 
zealous Brother, he has put hilllfclf in the power 
of his' Superiors by his 'refcripts which they re­
quired of him on pretence of their learning hi., 
own c.haracrer, and of his learning how to know 
the charaCters, of other men. In there refcripts 
the-y;_ have got his thoughts on many delicate 
points, and on the conduCt of others. His Di­
rectors may ruin him by betraying him ~ and this 
without being [een in it. I fuould think that 
wife me~ would know that none but weak or 

bad 
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bad men would fubjeet themfelves to fuch a tafk. 
They exclude the good, the manly, the only fit 

perfons fOl affifliflg them in their endeavouts to 
inform and to rule tllC: world. Indeed I may fay 
that this exclufion i~ almofl madc already by 
conneCling the Order with Free Ma[onrr. Lodges 
are not the refurts of fuch men. They may 
fometimes be fuund there for an hour's relax. 
ation. But thefe places are the haunts of the 
young, the thoughtlefs, the idle, the weak, the 
vain, or of defigning Lit~rati; anu accordingly 
this is the condition of three-fuurths of the Illu .. 
minati whofe names are known to the public. 

I own tlldt the reafons given to the pupil for pre­

fel ibing thefe tafks are artful, and well adapted 
to produce their effeCt. During the flurry of re­

ception, and the glow of expeCtation, the danger 
mdY not be fufpcded; but I harJly imagine 
that it \, ill remain unperceived when the pupil 
fits do\\ n to write.hi:" iirfL It. fiCll1. T\'bfon Lodges, 
however, were the mort likely plact, for find. 
ing anJ enli!1:ing I1lcmbl-p" Youw; lJ, .. n, warm~ 
by declamations tcc'Jlin:.:;- \\ ilh the flimfy mo­
ral cant of Cofmo-politifm, arc in the proper 
frame of mind for tl)1S llhanin,ltinn. It nowap­
pears alfo, that the diffenfions in Free Mafonry 
mufl have Iud great influence in promotin.; 
thig fchemc of 'Y Cin1;'Upt's, which was, in many 
panicutm, fo unp. r,mifing, bcrau[1! it prefup. 

·pof7~ 
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pofes fucTi a degradation of the mind. But when 
the fchifmatics in Mafonry difputed with warmth, 
trifles came to acquIre unfpeakable importance. 
The hankering after wonder was not in the leaft 

abated by all the tricks which had been deteEted, 
and the impoffibility of the wiilied-for difcovery 
had never been demonftrattd to perfons prepof­

feffed in its favour. They frill (haft to believe 
thatthe fymbols contained fame important fecrer; 
and happy will be the man who find1> it onto The 
more frivolous the fymbol.>, the more does the 

heart cling to the m) nery; and, to a mind in this 
anxious frate, Vi eifhaupt's proffer was enticing. 
He laid before them a fcheme which WclS foml'­

what feafible, was ma~nificent, furpaffing our con­
ceptions, but at the fame time fuch as permitted 
us to expatiate on the fubJect, and even to am­
plify it at pleafure in our imaginations without 
abfurdity. It does not appear to me wonderful, 
thelefore, that fo many were fafcinated till they 
became at Iafl: regardkfs of the abfurdityand in­
c~nfiflency of the me,lll, by which this fplcndid 

objeCt was to be attained. Hear what Sparta­
eus himfelf fays of hidden myfreries. "Of all 
.. , the means I know to lead men, the man: effec­

"tual is a concealed myftery. The hanker­
" ing of the mind is irrefifiible; and if once a 
'" man has taken it into his head that there i3 a 
,~ myftery in a thing, it is impoffible to get it 

" out~ 
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<, out, either by argument or experience. And 

" then, we can fa change notions by Ulerely 
" changing a word. 'Vhat more contemptible tho 
" fl1naticifm; but l.all it enthl1jiaJ;n; then add the 
" little word noble, and you may lead him over 
« the world. Nor are we, in thde bright days, 
,. a bit better than our fathers, who found the 
"' par~lon of their 11ns myflcriotll1y cOllt.uned ill 

" a much greater fin, viz. leaxi!lg their family, 
" and going bareroCltcd to Rome." 

Such being the employment, aull fnch the dif­
ciples, fhould ~·e expecl the fruits to be "cry pre­
ciou1>? No. The doCtrines which wele gradually 
unfollled were fuch a& fuited thofe who continued 
in the CUifzlS ./l(aJc'1II11(f. Thore who did not, 
becaufe they llill not lIke theel, got a Sla bene; 
they were not fit for aJvancemcllt. The num­
bers however were great; Spartacus boaJ1cJ of 
600 in Bavaria alone in 1783. 'Vc don't 'know 
many of them; fe}V of thofe \'-e know were in. 
the upper ranks of life; and I can fce that it re­
quired much wheedling, and many letters of JOhg 
\\ordcd German compliments from the proud 
Spartacus, to win e\'en a ) oung R!ron or a Graf 
juft come of age. ~ Men in ,lD cOlfy fituatioz; in 
life could lJ.uL brook the employment of a fpy~ 
which is bafe, cowardly, and corrupting, and has 
in aU ages and countries degraded the perfon \\'ho 
eng"lges in it. Can the perfon be called wife 
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who thus enfiaves himfelf? Such pel{ons give up 
the right of private Judgment, and rely on their 
unknown Superior'!; with the blindeft and molt 
abjett confidence. For their f .. kes, and to rivet 
frill fafter their own fetters, they engage in the 
moft corrupting of all employments-and for 
what ?-To learn fomething more of an Order, of 
which every degree explodes the doB:rine of a 
former one. Would it have hurt the young I/~ 
luminatul to have it explained to him all at once? 
"Would not this fire his mind-when he fees with 
the fame glance the' great objet!:, and the fitnef~ 
of the means for attaining it ? Would not the ex~ 
alted characb::rs of the Superiors, fo much ex:cel~ 
ling himfelf in talents, and virtue, and happincfs; 
(otherwife the Order is good for nothing,) warm 
his heart, and fill him with emulation, finee he 
fees in them, that what is fa ftrongly preached to 
him is an attainable thing? No, no-it is all a 
trick; he mufi be kept like a ,child, amufed with 
trattles, and frars, and ribands-and all the fatif­
faCtion he obtains is, like the Mafons, the diver­
fion of feeillg others running the fame gauntlet. 

Weilhaupt acknowledgcl> that the great in­
flu~nce of the Order may be abufed. Surely, in 
no way fo cafily or fo fatally as by corrupting or 
feduCtive leifons in the beginning. The miftake or 
error of the pupil is undifcoverable by himfelf,( ac. 
cording to the genuine principles of Illumination,) 

II for 
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for the pupil mufi believe his Mentor to be in~ 
fallible-with him alone he is conneCted-his 
leffons only mull: he Jearn. Who can tell him 
that he has gone wrong-oJ who can fet him 
right? 

Here, therefore, there is confullon and defi~ 
Clency. There mufl: be fome fi:andard to which 
a ppeal can be made; but this is inacceffible to all 
within the pale ot the Order; it is therefore with. 
out this pale, and independent of the Order­
and :it is attainable only by abandlilling the Order. 
The ~lBUS LICET, the PRiMO, the SOLI, can 
procure no light to the perron who does hot 
know that he has been led out of the right road 
to virtue and happincfs. The Superiors indeed 
draw much ufcful information from thefe re­
ports, though they affeCt to fiand in no need of 
it, and they make a cruel return. 

All this is fo mucl~ out of the natural road of 
infiruB:ion, that, on this account alone, \\'C may 
prefume that it is wrong. lVe are generally fdfe 
when we follow Nature's plans. A child learns ill 
hi~ father'::. houfe, by feeing, and by iIllitating,and 
in common domefiic education, he gets much ufe.e 
ful knowledge, and the chief habits which are 
afterwards to regulate his conduct:. Example 
does almofr every thing; and, with refpcct: to \V hat 
may be called living, as clifl:inguifhablc from pro-. 
fetlion, [peculation and argum<;l1tative inftruCl:ion 

~ uc 
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are feldom employed, or of any uf~. The in­
difpenfablenefs at mutual forbeardnce and obe­
dience, for domefiic peace and hdppmef', forms 
mofi of thefe hablls; and th" chIld, under good 
pattnts, is kept ill a fitu;uioll th.lt 111akc::. Vll tue 
eaficr than vice, and t'e beroll: ... " \\ 11<: .1l1l1 good 
without any exprc!s fludv abunt thl, nl,llt..::!". 

But this Illumination pLm i::. d,d, lld~ mer all 
·it is too artlfici,t1-,mel the topi.:~, from \\ 11ICh 

counfel is to be tlr dWl1, cannot be t dken from the 

peculiar views of the Order-for thefe are yet a 
fecret for the pupil-and UlUn: eyer be d feeret for 
him while under tuition. They muft t;~ereforc 
be drawn from common fourccs, .mel th(:; Order 
is of no ufe; all that CClll natur ,dly be effectuated 
by this Affociatlon i3 the formmg and aiIhilJoufly 
fofiering a narrow, Jewifh, eorpordtion i?irit, 
totally oppofite to the beneyolent pretenfions of 
the Order. The pupil can fcc nothing but this, 
that there is a fet of men; \\ hom he does not 
know, who may acquire incontrolbble power, 
and may perhaps make ufe of him, but for what 
purpofe, and in what W.lY, he docs not know; 
how can he know that his enucdvours art; to 
~make man happier, any other way than as he 
might have known it \Vithout hJ.v~ng put this 
collar round his own neck? 

Thefe refletliol1s addrefs thcmfdves to all men 
who profefs to conduCl tht.mfdves by the prin­

ciples 
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cipI~s and diCtates of common fenre and pru. 
dence, :md who have the ordinary fhare of 
candour and good-will to others. It requires no 
fingular fenfibility of heart, nor great genero.)­
fity, to make fuch people think [he doctrines 
and vie\\ s of the Illuminati falfe, abfurd, fool­
iili, and ruinous. But I hope that I addrefs 
them to thoufands of my countrymen and friends, 
who have much higher notions of human nature, 
and who cherifh With caTe the affeCtions and the 
hopes that are fuited to a rational, a benevolent,. 
and a high minded being, capable of endlefs ima 

provement. 
To thofe who enjoy the cheering confidence 

in the fuperintcnd,mce and providence of God, 
who confider themfelves as creatures whom he 
has made, and whom he cares for, as the fubJefrs 
of his moral government, this Order muff: appear 
with every charaCter of falfehood and abfurdity 
on its countenance.· '\That C AN DE MORE IM­

PROBABLE than this, that He, whom we look up 
to as the contriver, the maker, and direCtor, of 
this goodly frame of things, lhould have fo far 
miftaken his own plans, that this world of rational 
creatures illOuld have fubfifted for thoufands ~f 
years, before a way could be found out, by which 
his intention of making men good and happy 
could be accomplifbed; and that this method 
did not occur to the great Artift himfelf) nor even. 

Q...z to 
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to the \Vifdl, a old happlefl:, and beft men upon 

earth; but tD a few infignificant perfons at Mu­
nich in Bav;:\ria, who had been trying to raife 
ghofls, to dl<tnge l-::ld into gold, to tell fortunes, 
or difcover tre,'Jures, but had failed in all their 

attempts; men who had been enpged for years 
in evc.ry \\ him which eh,'l a :1erifts a weak, a 

greedy, or a gbnny mind? Finding all thefe be­
yond their re teh, they combined their powers, 
.md, at once, fuund out thi$ infinitely more im­
portant nc 1<: I -f,lr {{'cret it mu!l !liB be, other­
v.ife not only the Deity, but even thefe philofo­

phers, \\,111 {hll be dif'TPointed. 
Yet this is the Jl)([,·ine that mufl: be fwallowed 

by the lvlincrv.lls and the lllUlIllllt1tz M morr:s) to 
~hom it j; :not yet LJfc to difclofe the grawi fe­
uet, ti/llt r/ vl't/ h JlO (uch jupcrtlltcndaJlcc ~f Drzty. 
At lafl:, hm:rver, \, hen the pupil has conceived 
fuch eXdlted notlom of the knowledge of his 
teachers, and {pch low notions of the blunder­

ing projector of tlJiJ \\ urld, it may be no difficult 
matter to perfu(\(1e him t1ut all his former notions 
\Vcre only elll \\ i',lS t~Jt:s. By this time he mufl 
have htard much about fuperH:itlOn, and how 
men's mind~ haYl: been u'lzzled by this fplendid 
p!umc of a Plo,,:Jcnce and a moral government 
of the:univerfe. It now <lFjJPars incompatible ~ith 
the great obp~l of the Order, tIlt> principles of 
univcrfal liucrty and equ .. dity--it io> therefore re-

jeCted 
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jeCl:ed without fartll.:r examination, for this rea­
fon alone. This was pl cr~:dy the al o;ument ufed 
in France for fI:jedmg revealed frhglOl1. It was 
incompatible Vvlth their Ri~~hts of Man. 

lt is richly worth obfervin~ how thi .. principle 
can warp the judgment, and gIve quitc duother 
appearance to the fame object. 'I'he reader wilt 
not be dilplea[ed wIth a moil remlrkable infbnce 

of it, which I be~ leave to give at lc;v!th. 

Our immortal Newton, whom the philofophets 
of Europe look up tn ,1'> the hOl1f'llr of our 
fpec.ies, whom even Mr. Rully, the Prefideut of 
the National Aifembly of France, and Mayor of 
Paris, c.annot find words fuffiuLUtly energetIC to 
praife; this patlcnt, fagacious, and fuccefsful 
obferver of Nature, after havmg exhIbited to the 
wondering world the chJ.raCterifiic property of 
that principle: of material nature by which all the 
bodies of the fnlar fyfiem arc: made to form a 
conneQed and pd"manem univerfe; and after 
having fhoVvn that this law of aQiou aion~ was 

adapted to this end, ~U1d that if gravity had de­
viated but one thoufandth part from the inver[e 
duplicate r <ttio of the diHal1ccs, the fyfiem mull:, 
in the courfe of a very few lcvolutiom, have g~ne 
into confufion and ruin-he fits down, and views 
the goodly fcene,-and then dofes his Principles 
of Natural Philofophy with this reih:Ction (his 

-Sfholium gcnfrale) : 

" Thi.> 
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" This mofr elegant frame of things could: not 
" have arifen, unlefs by the contrivance and the 
" direCtion of a wife and powerful Being; and 
" if the fixed frars are the centres of fyfiems, thefe 
~'fyfrems mufi: be fimilar; and all thefe, con­
" frruCled according to the fame plan, are fubJeCl 
" to the government of one Being. All thefe he 
" governs, not as the foul of the world, but as 
C:C the Lord of all; therefor!", on account of hit; 
" government, hI:! is called the Lord God-IT,xyTC­
" XprlTW~; for God is a rel<ltive term, and refel S 

" to fubJeEts. Deity is God's government, not 
" of his own body, as thofe think who c.onfider 
" him as the foul of the Yyorld, but of his fer­
"vants. The fupreme God IS a Being eterual, 
" infinite, ab[ohJ.tely perft.Ct. But a being, !"low­
" ever perfeCt, without government, IS not God; 
" for we fay, my God, your God, the God of 
"!frae!' We cannot felY 7/ly eternal, my infinite. 
" We may have fame notion~ indeed of his at­
"tributes, but can have none of his nature. 
" With TefpeCl to bodies, we fee only {hapes 
., and colour-hear only found~-touch only 
"furfaces. Thefe ale attributes of bodies; but 
" d their effence we know nothing. As a 
"blind mqn can form no notion of colours, 
" we can form none of the manner in whicl\ 
,~ God perceives, and underftands, and influence~ 

.' every thing. 

" Therefore 
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" Therefore we know God only by his attri­
"Lutes. What are thefe? The wife and excel­
" lent contrivance, firucture, and final aim of 
" all things. In thcfe his perfeaions we admire 
" him, and we wonder. In his din'Cl:ion or go­
" vernment, we venerate and worfhip him-we 
" worfhip him as his fervants; and God, without 
" dominion, without providence, and final aims, 
" is Fate-not the object either of reverence, of 
" hope, of love, or of fear." 

But mark the emotions which affeCted the mind 
of another excellent obferver of Nature, the ad. 
mirer of Newton, and the perf on who has put 
the finifhing fl:roke to the Newtonian philofophy, 
by iho, .. ing that the acceleration of the moon's 
mean motion, is the genuine refult of a gravi­
tation dccreafing in the precife duplicate ratio of 
the difl:ance invc} [ely; I mean Mr. Delaplace, one 
of the moil brilliant ornaments of the French 

• 
academy of fciences. He has Idtely publifhed 
the Sx/lcmc du J..londc, a moil beautiful compel1d 
of afironomy and of the Newtonian philofophy. 
Having fillifhed his work with the fame obferv­
ation, " 1 hat a gravitation invnfely proportion.aI 
"to the fquares of the difrances was the only 
" principle which could unite material Nature 
" into a permanent fyfl:em;" he alfo fits down­
furveys the fcene-points out the parts which he 
bad brought within our ken-and then makes this 

~4 refleCl:ion: 
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refledion: " t)<.:held in its tot"iity, aftronomy is 
" the noLleft monument of the t uman mind, jta 

" chief title to intelligence. But: feduced by the 

" illufions of fenfe, and by felf-conceit, we have 

" long confidered ourfelves as the centre of thefe 
" motions; and our pride has bten puniihed by 
~ the groundlefs fears which we helVe' created to 

"ourfelves. ,V-e imagin,~, [or£ooth, that all this 
f' is for us, and that the fial c; influence our deRi. 
" nies! But the labours of ages have l..ullvinced 
~ us of our error, and we find ourfclves on an 
" infignificant planet, ahnofl imperceptible in the 
" immenlity of fpace. But the fublime difco­
" veries we have made richly repay this humble 
"fituation. Let us cherifh thefe with care, as 
" the delight of thinking beings-they havt:. de­
" t1:royed our miftake<> as to our relation to the 
"reft of the univerfe; errors which were rhe 
" more fatal, becaufe the facial Order depends 
" on juftice and truth alone. ' Far be from us th-=: 
" dangerous maxim, that it is fometimes ufeful 
" to depart from thefe, and to deceive men, in 
" order to infure their happinefs; but cruel ex­
~'pencnce ha~ fho\\l1 us that thefe laws are 
"'hever totally extinCt." 

There can be no doubt as to the mCCluing of 
thefe !.aft words-they cannot relate to afhology 
-this was entirely out of datto The" dtt.;mpU, 

"-to deceive men, ill ord,r tu in[nrc their happi-
S " nefs," 
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"nefs," can only be thofe by which we are 

made to think too highly of ourfelves. "In~ 

" habitants of this pepl)Cr-CC,lIl, we think our­

<;, [elves the peculiar fn'ouritn of Heaven, 
" nay, the chief obJech of Cdre t(} J Being, the 
"Maker of all; and then we ilDagine that, 
" after this life, we arc to be happy or llJiferable, 
"according as we accede or not to this fubju­
" gation to oplniclJ)'-, '" hich enfiave us. But truth 
" and juftice have blOken thclc oonlL" -But 

where is the force of the argllll1Cnt which entitles 
(his perfecter of the Newtonian philofophy to ex­
ult [0 much? It dll rdh on lhis, That this earth 

is but as a gnin of muf1:aTlI-feed. Man would 
be more worth attentlOn had he illlubited Jupiter 
or the Sun. Thll~ lln)' a Frenchman look down 

on the noble creatures \\ ho In habit Orolong or 
Pclew. But whence arife:, the ablurdity of the 

intcllec'1ual illhabitants of this pcppt.r-corn being 
a proper object of ~ttention? It is becaufc our 
{hallow comprehenfions cannot, at the fame 

glance, fee an extenfive fcene, anJ pelceive its 
mofl: minute detail. 

David, a King, and a foldier, had fome no­
tions of this kind. The heavens, it is true, point­
ed out -to him a Maker and Ruler, which is more 
than they feem to have done to the Gallic philo­
fapher; but David was afraid that he would be 
forgotten in the crow~> and cries out, " Lord! 

" what 
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" what is man, that thou art mi.ndful of hlln?" 
But David gets rid of his fears, [lot by becoming 
a philofopher, and difcovering all rlll~ to lJe a\;l­
furd,-he would fEll be forgottE'l1,-he at once 
thinks of what he i~-a noble CrC<1tUle­
high in the fcale of lI<lturc. " But," fays he, " I 
"had forgotten myfelf. Thou haft made man 
" but a little lower than the angels-thou haft 
"crowned him wilh glory and hOllour-thou 
" haft put all things under hi~ feet." Here arc 
exalted fentim~nt~, [It for the creature whofe ken 
pierces through the 1l11D1Lnuty of the viflble uni­
verfe, and who fees hl.' relatlon to the univerfe, 
being nearly allied to its Sovereign, and capable 
of rifing continually m his rank, by cultivating 
thofe talents which diftinguifh and adorn Il 

Thoufands, I tmft, there are, who thinL that 
this life is but a pt eparation for anothel, in 
which the mind of man will have the whole 
wonders of crcation and of Plovidence laid open 
to its enraptured view-where it \vilI fee and 
comprehend with one glance what N.::wton, the 
rooft patient and fuccd~ful of all the obfcrvcrs of 
Nature, took years of medItation to find OLlt­
where it Wll1 attain that pitLh of wifdom, good­
nets, anu enj()),mcnt. of which our confci.;nces 

tell us we arc Clpablc, though it far fmpaffes that 
of the wifefl:, the beft, and the happicft of men. 
Such' perfons wiII confider this Order as degrad .. 

1 ing 
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ing and deteO:able, and as in direE\: oppofition 
to their moO: confident expeaations: for it pre­
tends to what i~ impoffible, to perfea peace and 
happillFfs in this life. They believe, and they 
feel, that man muO: be made perfea through 

_ fufferings, which {hall call into aaion powers 
of mind that otherwife would never have unfold­
ed themfelves - powers which are frequently 
fourees of the puuAl: and moll foothin!! pleafures, 
and naturally make u:, rcfr our eyes and hopes 
on that fl:ate where eve! y tear {hall be wiped 
away, and "",here the killJ ailei:1ions [hall become 
the never-failing [ourccs of pure and unfading de­
ljght. Such pcrfons fcc the palpable abfurdIty 
of a prepar<1tion \\ hich -IS equall y nel ,.lfary for all, 

and yet muft be confined to the minds of a few, 
who have the low and indchcatc appetite for fri. 
volous play-things, a~ld for grof~ fcnfual plea­

fures. Such t11inds will turn away from this 
boafl:ed treat with 10a(hmg and abhorrence. 

I am well aware that [orne of my leaders 
may fmile at thi~, and think it an enthufiafrical 

working-up of the imagination, fimilar to what 
I reprobate in the cafe of Utopian happinefs in a 
ftate of univerfal Liberty and Equality. It il 
like, they will fay, to the declamation in a fermon 

by perfons of the trade, who are trained up 
to finelli:, by which they allure and tickle weak 
plinds. 

lac .. 
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I acknowledge that in the prefent caft: I do 
not addle[~ ll1)fdf to the cold hearts, who COIl­

tentedly 

-Peace to all fech ;--bl t to the "j.'lzu:r 0' 1-

" nice, qUlbur h.xr (oJ: 17*, Ie (W d ,0' -to thofe \\ JI(\ 

ha've C1ljoy,d the pledfLll es of fc;cllf e, \\ ho h.l. \... 
been fuccef~ful-\,ho ha\e nac1e dlk\'\crics­
",ho have leal].. iHL min.ited the \\oJlJ- hI tr.c 
Bacons, the Nc\', ton'>, the L0ckt'·.--Allo\V Ill'C. 

to mention one, DcIlld Uernoulli) the moil d~ 

gant mathematiClan, t1,.: orly ph1lo~'JphL.r, anu 
the moft worthy 11m, of tiJat celebrated family. 
He fJid to :l gmtlen!an, (Dr. Slaehlmg,) who 
:repeated it t(l me, that " when rcadinf fome of 
" thofe \\ onderful gueffe~ of Sir Udac N l. \" ton~ 
(' the fubfequent demonfiration of \\ hi-::h ha<; 
" been the chief louree of fame to his mo.ft ce­
" lebrated commentators-his mind has fome­
e.' times been fo overpowered by thrilling cmo­
"tions, that he has ",illied that moment to be 
e., his laft; and that it was this '" hich ga\ e him 
"the deareft conception of the happinefs (If 
't- heaven." If fuch delightful emotions could 
be excited by the perception of mere truth, what 

Inufi tRey be when each of thefe truths i~ an 
infiance of wifdom, and when we recolled, that 

what 
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n hat we call wifdom in the works of Nature, i" 
always the nice aJaptat ion of means for producin~ 
ben~/i(CI7t end:;; ,tnc! that e,llh ot thefe affe8.ing 
fjuaiIti{'s is fnlCcrtib1t' of rlcgrees \" hich are 
boundlcf'-', aTH1 c'(ceed l'ur highe!l: conceptions? 

'Vhat CJD 1~lic' complex emotion or feeling be 
but rapture? Rut BernoullI i" a Doaor of Th~o­

lo~y-and therefore a fufpieiom perfon. perhaps 
one of the comb;ll<!ti0n hirul by def},ot, to Cll­

flavc us. I \, III td::c another m:m, a ~entlt-'rn(ln 

of ral)k and f,tmily, a [oldiel, who often fio-na.. 
" lifeu himfclf a~ a nav:!.l commander-,\ llO at one 

t:mc 1",..c("d 11is way thr,mgh " p)" crful fleet of 
the Vent'ti2m with ,I fmall fqn,dlO1', ,md brought 
rdief to ,I Jith dkd g'\H~fon. I \\ ,)ldll dcfirc the 

rcauer 10 pen,[.=; lhe con:::lullon of Sir Kellhdm 

Digby'" 1 rt,lt,/"c vI! iJc,,/y alld J..111z.!; and after 
Laying reflected on t1 1(;' Hate of lci2::!cr at the time 

I:hi" autlh)r wrote, let him coolly ",eigh the in-
• 

citc.nenb to m:mly conduCt whlC..h thi~ fc1dlcr 
Ends in the d~trdC'nces o~)[('rved between boJJ 
and mind; .md then let him f.ty, on hi:- COll­

~ciencc, \\ hether thf y arc more feeble th,m lhofe 
\\ hieh I'e Cdll draw flam the cterual 11<:, p "f 

• 
death. If he thinks that they are-he ill in 

the proper frame for initiation into Spartacus's 
higher myil:C'] ic~. lIe nay be either MAG us or 
lhx. 
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Were this a proper place for confidering the 
queilion as a queftion of fcienct' or truth, I would 
fay, that every man who has been a JU"cifsful 
ftudent of Nature, and who will refl: his coneIu­
lions on the fame maxims of probable reafoning 
that have procured him fucce[~ in his paft re­
[earches, -will confider it as neXl to certain that 
there is another flate of exiftence for 1 ational 
man. For he mufi: own, that if this be not the 
cafe, there is a mof!: {ing-uhr exception to a pro­

pofition which the whole courfe of hi" experience 
has made him confider a.3 a truth founded on 
nniverfal induCtion, viz. that Nature orc0171/Jlifhes 
all her plans, and rh<lt every cIaf.., of beings at­
tains all the improvement of which it is ,':;Jpable. 
Let him but turn his thou~hts inward, }le will 
feel that his intelleu i~ c.IplJle of improvement) 
in comparifon with which Newton i~ but a child. 
I could purfue thi~ argument very f.Ir, and (I 
think) warm the he~ll t of every man whom I 
fhould WIil) to call my friend. 

vVhat opinion will be formed of thi~ Aifocia­
tion by the l1lodeft, the lowly-minded, the can­
did, who ackno\',led;-e that they too often feel 
the fuperior force of prefent and fenfiblc plea­
fures, by which their minds are dra\Vll off from 
the contemplation of what their confcicnces tell 
them to be right,-to be their dutiful and filial 

fcntiments. 
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fentiments and emotions refpecting their great 
and ~"od Parent-to be their dutiful and neigh­
bOL iy .df"ctiol1s, and their proper conduct to 
all arOlE1J : ll.'m-and "hich dimini{h. their vene­
ration for that purity of thought and moderation 

of appetite wl1H_h becomes thdr noble natures? 
,\Vhclt mull tbey think of this Order? Con­
fcious of frequent faults, whIch would offend 
themfclves if COli1'uitted by their dearefi: children, 
they look up to their .Maker with anxiety-are 
grieved to have fo far forgotten their duty, and 
fearful that they may agam forget it. Their 
painful experience tells them that their rea[on 
is often too" celk, their information too [canty, 
or itl> light is obftruded by pafiion and prejudices, 
'" hich diftort and difcolour every thing; or it is 
unheeded during (heir attention toprefent objetl:s. 
Happy fhould they be, if it fhould pleafe their 
kind PaLent to remind them of their duty from 
time to time, or to ir~flnence their mind in anyway 
that would cornpenfatc for their OWl! ignorance, 
their own weaknef" or even their indolence alld 
negleCt. They (tm.! not expect fuch a favour, 
which their moddi y tells tbem they do not de­
ferve, ;!IHi which they fear may be unfit to be 

• 
granted; but when fnch a comfort is held out to 
them, w:th eager hearts they receive it-t-hey 
blefs the kindEd~ that granted it, and the hand 
that brings it.--Snch :tmiable charaeters have' 

<tppear.:d 
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appeared in all ages, and in all titl1adons of 
mankind. They havoc not in all in!l:ances been 
\\:ife--often have the) been precipitate, and have 
too readily caught at any thing which pretended 
to give them the fa much wifhel!-foT affifrances; 
and, unfortunately, there have been enthufiafrs, 
or villains, who have taken advantage of this uni­
verfaI willi of am .. ious man; dnd the world has 
heen darkened by cheats, \\ ho have mifrepre­
rented God to mankind,. have filled us with vain 
terr.ors, and have then quieted our fears by fines~ 
and [acrifices, and moruficatium, and fervices, 
which they faid \vere more than fufficient to ex­
piate all our faults. Thus WdS our duty to our 
neighbour, to our own dignity, and to our 
Maker and Parent, kept out of fIght, and re­
ligion 110 longer came in aid to our feufe of right 
and wrong; but, on the contrary, by thefe fuper­
ftitious it opened the doors ot heaven to the 
worthIefs and the wicked.---But I willi not to 
1peak of thefe men, bllt of the good, the candid, 
the lV~obEST, the HUMBLE, who know their fail­
ings, who hwe their duties, but wifh to know, to 
perceive, and to love them frill more. Thefe are 
thiY who think and believe that "the Gofpel 
"has brought life and immortality to light," 
that is, wit~in their reach. They think it worthy 
of the Father of mankind, and they receive it 
with thankful heans, admiring above all things 

the 
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the hmplicity of its morality, comprehended itt 
one [entence, "Do to another what you can 
" reafonably willi that another fhould do to 
" you," and THAT pURrry OF THOUGHT AN)) 

MANNERS WHICH DISTINGUISHES IT r.ROM ALL 

THE SYSTEMS OF MORAL INSTRUCTION THAT 

HAV.!: EVhR BEEN OIFERED TO MEN. Here thor 
find a ground of refignation under the troubles of 
life, and a fupport in the hour of death, quit' 
fuited to the diffidence of their own charaaer. 
Such men are ready to grant that the Stoics were 
per[ons of noble and exalted minds, and that they 
had worthy conceptions of the rank of man in 
the fcale of God's works; but they c(mfefs that 
they themfelves do not feel all that fupport from 
Stoical principles which man too frequently 
needs; and they fay that they are not lingular 
in their opinions, but that the bulk of mankind 
are prevented, by their want of heroic fortitude, 
by their litmition, Ole their want of the opportu­
nities of cultivating their native firength of 
mind, from ever attaining this hearty fubmif­
[lOn to the will of the Deity.-They maintain, 
that the Stoics ~ere but a few, a very few, 
from among many millions-and thel efore th~r 
being fatisfied was but a trifle atnidIl: the gene­
ral difcontent, and anxiety, and defpair. Such 
men will mofi certainly frart bClfk from this Illu­
mination with horror and fright-from a Societ¥ 
which gives the lie to their fonden: expettatiolls, 
Jllakes a fport of their grounds of hope, and 

B. • of 
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of their. deliverer; and which, after Ilughing 
at their credulity, bids them fhake off all reli­
gion whatever, and denies the exi!l:ence of 
~hat Supreme Mind, the pattern of all excel­
lepce, who till now had filled their thoughts 
with admiration and 100'e-from an Order which 
pretends to free them from fpiritual bondage, 
and thcn lays oIl their necks a load ten times 
"marc opprefiivc and intolerable, from which 
they havc no powcr of ever efcdP~ng. Men of 
fenfe and virtue will fpum at fuch a pro­
pof.t1; ind even the profligate, who trade 
with Deity, mufi be fenflble that they will be 
better off with their prie1s, whom they know, 
~nd among whom they may make a fclcaion of 
fuch as ,\ ill with patience and gcntlenefs clear 
up their doubts, calm their fears, and encourage 
their hopes. 

And all good men, all lovers of peace and of 
jul1:ice, will aLhor and reject the thought' of over­
turning' the prefent confiitution of things, faulty 
as h may be, merely in the endeavour to efta­
bliih another, which the vices of mankind may 
{ubvert again in a twelvemonth. They mu!l: fee, 
that in OHler to gain their point, the propofers 
have found it ne.:eiLLry to cie!l:roy the grounds of 
morality, by per-mitting the moil: wicked means 
for accomplifhing any end that our fancy, 
'Wclrped by paffion 01 intcTrcft,..may reprefent to us 
as of grcat impol tance. They fee, that infl:ead 
of moratity, v ~cc muO: prevail, and that therefore 

there 



there- ft no fecurity for the continuance' of tIps 
Utopian felicity; and, in the mean time, defola­
tion and mifery muillay the world wafte during 
the fl:ruggle, and half of thofe for whom we are 
firiving will be [wept from the face of the earth. 
We have but to look to France; where in eight 
years there have been more executions and [poll­
ations and diftreiTcs of every kind by the pouvoir 
revolutwnnmre, than can be found in the long 
records of that defpotic monarchy. 

There is nothing in the ,,,hole confl:itution of 
the Illuminati that fl:rikes me with l~re horror 
than the propofals of Hercules and 'Minos to en­
lifl: the women in this ihocking warfare with all 
that" is gl)od, and pure, and lovely, and of good 
"report." They coulfl not have fallen on any 
expedient that will be more effeCtual and fatal. 
If any of my countrywomen 111all honour thefe 
pages with a readiqg, I would call on them, in 
the mofl: earnefl: manner, to confider this as an 
ttffair of the utmofl: importance to themfelves. I 
would conjure them by the regard they have for 
their own dignity, and for their rank in fociety, to 
join againfl: thefe enemies of human nature and pro­
fligate degraders of the fex; and I would aifure 
them that the prefent fl:ate of things ~lmoft puts 
it in their power to be the faviours of the world. 
But if they are remif~, and yield to the feduCtio!!, 
they will fall from that high fl:ate to which they' 
have arifen in Chrifl:ian Europe, and again fink 
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into that infignificancy or flavery in whi. the fex 
is found in all ages and countries out of the hear­
ing of Chrifl:ianity . 

. I hope tll'lt my countrywomen will confider 
this folemll ;,(:dre[s to them as a proof of the high 
efieem in which I holJ. rr.cm. They will not be 
offended then if, in this feafon of alarm ana 
anxiety, ",hen I wifh tr imprefs their minds with 
a ferious truth, I fhall waive ct-rcmony, which is 
always defigning, and [peak of lhem in hond1-
but decent plainnef~. 

Man is immerftd in luxury. Our accommo­
dations Ife now fo numerous "that every thing i:; 
pleafure. Even in very fober fituatiuns in this 
highly-cultivated Society, there is hardly a thing 
that remains in the form of a neceiI:"lry of life, or 
even of a ruel e convelliency-e, cry thing is or­
namented-it mufi not appe,l) of ufe-it mufl: 
appear as giving fome fenGule pleafure. I do not 
fay this by '" ay of blaming-it is nature-man is a, 
refining creature, and our moil boafied acquire­
rr,ents are b1.t refinements on our l1eceifary wants. 
Our hut becomes a palace, our blanket a fine 
drefs, and our arts become fcienccs. This difcon­
tent with the natural condition of things, and 
thi:; difpofition to refinement, is a charaCl:eriftic 
of our fpecies, and i!> the great emplvyment of 
our jives. The direCtion which this propenfity 
.chances to take in any age or nation, marks its 
charaCter in the mofi confpicuous and interefl:. 
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ing mIIlner. All have it in fome degree, and 
it is very conceivable that, in fame, it may con­
llitute the chief objet\: of attention. If this be 
the cafe in any natiOlls, it i.> furely moO: likely 
to be fo in thofe where the accommodations of 
life are the moll: numerous-therefore in a rich 
and luxurious nation. I may furely, without ex­
aggeration or reproach, give that appellation to 
our own nation at this moment. If you do not 
go to the very lowell: clafs of people, who mull: 
labour all day, is it not the chief objeCt of aU 
to procure perceptible plea/lire in one way or 
another? The faber and bufy f' ug~e in the 
thoughts and hopes of getting the means of 
enjoying the comforts of life without farther 
labour- and many have no other objeCt than 
pleafure. 

Then let us reflect that it is woman that is 
to grace the whole-It is in nature, it is the very 
confl:itution of man, that woman, and every 
thing connected with woman, muO: appear ::ts the 
ornament of life. That this mixes with every 
other facial fentiraent, appears from the conduCt 
of our fpedes in all ages and in every fituation. 
This I prefume would be the cafe, even though 
there were no qualities or talents in the fex. to 
juftify it. This fentiment refpecting the fex is 
neceffary, in order to rear fa heIplefs, fa nice, 
and fa improvable do creature as man; without 
it, the long abiding tafk could not be performed : 
-and I think that I may venture t~ fay that 
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it is performed in the different flares of fociety 
'nearly in proportion as this preparatory and in. 
difpenfable fentiment is in force. 

On the other hand, I think it no lefs evi. 
dent that it is the defire of the women to be 
agreeable to the men, and that they will model 
themfelves according to what they think will 
pleafe. Without this adJuftment of fentiments 
by nature, nothing would go on. We never 
obferve any fuch want of fymmetry in the works 
of Qod. If, therefore, thofe who take the lead, 
and give the fafhion in fociety, werc wife and 
virtuous, I have DO doubt but that the women 
would fet the brighteft pattern of every thing 
that is excellent. But if the men are nice and 
fallidious fenfualifts, the women will be refined 
and elegant voluptuaries. 

There is no deficiency in the f<..mal~ mind, 
either in talents or in difpofitions; nor can we f.:ly 
with cenainty that there is apy fubjeCt of intel. 
leCtual or moral difcuffion in which women have. 
not excelled. If the delicacy of their conflitution, 
and other phyfical caufes, allow the female fex a 
fmaller fhare of fame mental powers, they poffefs 
otper& in a fuperior degree, which are no lefs t re-­
fpeCtable in their own nature, and of as great im. 
portance to fociety. Inftead of defcanting at large 
on their powers of mind, and f1lpporting my 
aifertions by the inflances cf a Hypatia, a Schur. 
man, a Zenobia, an Eliz<l.beth, ~c. I may repeat 
tv.e account g~ \'cn of,the f..:x bya perfon of uncom· 

mon 



CHAP. 1I. THE I L '"' U MIN A T I. ~47 

mon experience, who faw them without difguife, 
or any motive that could lead them to playa 
feigned part-Mr. Ledyard, who traverfed the 
greateft part of the-world, for the mere indulgence 
of his tafte for obfervatioll of human nature; 
generally in want, and often in extreme mifery. 

" I have (fays he) always remarked that wa­
c, men, in all countries, are liviI, obliging, ten~ 
" der, and humane: that they arc eva inclined 
" to be gay and cIlelTful, timorou~ and modeft; 
" and that they do not bditatc, likc men, to per· 
" form a krnd or generous aCtion.--Not haughty, 
" not arrogant, not fupercilious, they are full 
" of courtery, and fond of fodety-more liable 
" in general to err than mallo but in general, alfo, 
"more virtuous, and performing more good 
" aCtions than hc. To a woman, whether civi~ 
" lifed or favage, I never addretf~d myfeIf in the 
" language of decency and friendfhip-wilhout 
" receiving a decellt <lnd friendly anfwer-with 
" man it has often been otherwifc. 

c< In wandering over the barrt.n pldins of in. 
" hofpitable Denmark, through hundl Sweden, 
" and frozen Lapland, rude and churlifll Finland., 
" uhprincipled Ruffia, and the wide fpread re· 
,~ giom of the wandering Td.rtar,-if hungry, 
" dry, cold, wet, or (Ick, th<.! women have ever 
" been friendl'f to me, and uniformly fo; and 
" to add to this virtL.!~, (fo worthy of the appel; 
u latiNl of benevolence,) tIrtic actions have been 
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" performed in fa free and fo kind a manner, that 
" if I was thirfty, I drank the fweeteft draught, 
"and if hungry, I ate the coade meal with a 
" double reliih." 

And thefe are they whom Weilhaupt would 
corrupt' One of thefe, whom he had embraced 
with fondnefs, would he have .' 1 urdered, to fave 
his honour, and quali.CY himfeH to preach virtue! 
But let us not be too revere on We.fhaupt-Iet us 
walh ourfelves clear of all fiain before we think 
of reprobating him. Are we not guilty in fame 
degree, when we do not cultivate in the women 
thofe powers of mind, and thore difpofitions of 
hean, which would equally dignify them in every 
nation as in thofe humble ranks in which Mr. 
Ledyard mofi frequently faw them? I cannot 
think that we do this. They are not only to 
grace the whole of cultivated fociety J bur it i~ in 
their faithful and affectionate perf anal attachment 
that we are to find the fweeteft pleafures that bfe. 
can give. Yet in all thefe fltuations, where the 
manner in which they are treated is not dic­
tated by the fiern laws of neceffity, are they not 
trained up for mere amufement-are not ferious 
occupations confidered as a tafk which hurts 
their lovelinefs? What is this but felfiihncfs, or as 
if they had no virtues worth cultivating? Their 
ho/Pl-eJs is fuppofed to be thl:' ornamenting them­
fe1ves, as if Nature did nol dl3;ate this to them 
~ready, with at leaf!: as mllch force as is J1ecef~ 
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fary. Every thing is pre[cribed to them beca'!fe it 
makes th$nl l1l()re lovely-even their moral Jeff'ons 
are enforced by this algument, and Mifs Wool. 
fioncraft is perfeC1ly ); lit when ihe fays that the 
fine Idfons given to y.mng women by Fordyce OT 

RouiTeau are nothing but fe1fifh and refined vo­
luptuoufnefs. This advocate of her fex puts ~er 
fifters in the proper point of view, when ihe tells 
them that they are. like mall, the fubjeC1s of God's 
moral government, -lik ... man, preparing them­
felves for boundlefs improvement in a better flate 
of exiftence. Had fhe adhered to this view of 
the matter, ::mJ kept it conflantly in fight, her 
book (which doubtlefs contains many excellent 
things, highly deferving of their ferious confider­
ation) would have been a moft valuable work. 
She JUfUy obferves, that the virtues of the fex are 
great and refpcctable, but that in our mad chace 
of plpafure, only pleafure, they arc little thought 
of or attended to. Man trufts to his own incon • • 
trollable power, or to the gener d.1 goodnefs of the 
fex, that their virtues will appear when we have 
occafion for them ;-" but we WIll fefid for 
" thefe fame other time :" -Many noble difplays 
do they make of the moil difficult attainments • 

• 8uch is the patient bearing-up under misfortunes, 
which has no brilliancy to fupp~rt it in the eff".ort. 

This is more <lifficult than braving danger in an 
active and c~fpicl1ous fituation. How oft~ is 

a womatl 
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a woman left with a family, and the fhattercd reo 
mall's ()f a fortune, loft pel haps t.) diihpd.tioll or 
by indolenc.e-and how fclJor::J., bow very fd­
dorn, do \~ c [ce \VOn1all lhrink [r<.Un the tafk, or 
difcharse it '''lith negligence!' Is it not Iht,r..:~or.: 
folly next to madne[s, W,L to be can tul of this our 
greatefl bleffi ng --of things whIch i 0 nearly COI1-

€:ernour peaee-nof1~uard ourfelvcs,ar..l tbJc ollr 
heft companions and friends, from the clft:Ct-, of this 
fatal Illumination? It has indeed brou!!;ht to li"l.t 

'I.... L' 

what dreadful lengths men will go, when under 
the fanatic.)] and dazzling glare of happmefs in a 

flate of liberty and equal~ty, and fpurre~ on by 
infatiable lm.ury, and not held in check by moral 
feelings and the reHraints of religion-and mark, 
reader, that the women have here aho taken the 
complexion of the men, and have even gone be­
"ond them. If WI:: have itcn ,1 fun nrekm hun-. , 
felfto the National AJfembly of FrJ.l1Ce, profeiIin~ 
his fatistattion with the exe~ution of his father 
three days before, and decLmng himfdf a true 
xitizen, who prefers the n,ltion to all othcr con­
fiderations; we have alfo [ccn, on the l.'lme day ~ 
wives denouncing their huilianch, and (O! fhock­
in~ to human nature!) mothers denouncing their 
fons, as bad citizens and traitors. Mark too what 
return the women have met ""ith for aU their 
horrid [ervices, where, to exprefs their icntiments 
of civifm and abhorrence of royalty, they thre"" 

away 
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away the charattcr of their [ex, and bit the !lm­
putated limbs of their 111urdcred countrymen·. 
Surely the!(~ p<ttriOLJL \vU1:1~n meritcQ. that the, 
rights of their,. kA fhould be coniidered in full 
council, and they" ue well Ull ;tled to a feat; LUJ 
there is not a Dngle act of their go"ernment in 
which the fex is cOllfidered 31> having any right,s 
whatever, or that they arc things to be cared for. 

Are not the' accur[cd fruits of Illumination to 

be feen in the prcfenE humiliating condition of 
W9111en in France? pampered in every thing, that 
can reduce them to the mere inftruments of aru­
mal pleafurc. In their prefent fiate of national mo­
detation (as they call It ) and fecmity, fee Madam~ 
Tallien come into the public theatre, accompanied 
by other ['c'allfl/ltl v,omen, (I was about to have 
mifnamed them Ladies,) laying afide all modef1:y, 
and prefenting themfelves to the publIc view, with 
bart:'d lImbs, ,7 la Salt'vage, as the alluring objeCts 
of defire. 1 ffiJ.ke no doubt but that this i~ a fe-

• rious matter, encoura~~ed, nay, prompted by go~ 
verument. To keep the miwls 01 the Pal-iiians in 
the pre[ent fever 01 dllTolutc gaiety, they are at 
more expenee.from the natiollal treafury for the 
fupport of the fixty theatre~, than all the penfions 

'*' I faj' this on tILe authonty of a young ~entlem:lD,an emi­
grant, wLo [,1\, Jt, dlld wllJ L~,d, th.Lt they WLrc women, not 

of the drcO"' ( f t)'e p,,1 1J , I~oy.:J, 1101 of IIlfamou, charaCter. 
but well d~eJTld. -I ai" fOlly-to add, that the rL4ttlOn, ac. 
corol'anied \\ ith loo1~, of L. 'rror :ll,d (hf!~ult, only provok.€d 
a fio,1temptuous CInile flOm .m LlIUlIll:1atld Erm{h F .lir-one. 

and 
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and-honorary offices in Britain, three times told, 
amount to· . Was not their abominable farce in 
the church of NotreDame a bait of the fame kind, 
in the true fpirit of Weifhaupt's Eroter/on? " ,\Ve 
q do not,'~ faid the high prieft, " call you to the 
« worfhip of inanimate idols. Behold a mafter­
« piece of nature (lifting up the veil which cou­
«cealed the naked charms of the beautiful 
« Madmf. Barbier): "'This [acred image fhould 
c, inflame all hearts." And it did fo ; the peuple 
fhouted out, "No more altars, no more priefts, 
U no God but the God of Nature." 

Orleans, the firfi: prince of the blood, did not 
fcruple to proftitute t is daughter, if not to the 
embraces, yet to the wanton view of the public,. 
with the precife intention of inflaming their de­
fires. (See the aCC8unt given of the dinners at 
SiIlery's, by Camille Defmoulines, in his fpeech 
againft the Briifotins.) But what will be the end 
of all this? The fondlings of the wealthy will be 

,. :Between the roth of Auguft 1792, and tIle III of 

January 1794. upwalds of %00 new Play" were aCted on 
the Parifian Theatres. Their immorality and barbarifm 
exceed all conception. All the voluptuous fenfuaLty of 
antient Rome was brought on the il.age. No decoratIOn 
U'as [pared that could dazzle the eye, ,lild the chalogue and 
repre[entatJon were calculated for inflaming the p.tffiOIlS and 
Jlouriihing the hatred of all fllbordinatilw. BARRlIRE, the 
'CItrtuou.r ~ ARIU R F, fnq uently faid from the Tribu,ne of the 
Convention, " The iniipid and iimpering Racine only foft­
.. ens the heart. Crebillon, Creblilon Without breeches­
.. thi. is the wtiter that [uits Republicans." (Montgaillard 
:Etat de 1d trance.) 

pampered 
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pampered in all the indulgences which faftidlous 
voluptufmfnefs finds neceffary for varying or en­

hancing its ple .. dures; but they will either be 
flighted as toys, or they "Jill be immured; and 
the companions of the poor will bt: drudges and. 
flaves. 

I am funy perfuaded that it was the enthuftailic 
admiration of Grecian democracy that recom­
mended to the Frf'n<:h nation the drefs a ]a 

Grecque, ~hich cxlubit<;, not the elegant~ orna­
mt:utcd beauty, but the alluring female, fully as 
well as Madame Tallien's drefs a la Sauvage. It 
was no doubt with the fume adherence to firiala 
prmciple., that Mademoifelle Therouanne was moIl: 
beautifully drefi"ed a I'AJJla-::..onnc on th;; 5th of 
Oaober 1789, when fue turncd the heads of fo 
many young officers of the rcgiments ar Ver­
failles. The Cytherea, the i'!.Inllllulll divu1f1'lue 
'Valuptas, at the Cathedral of Notre Dame, was alfo 
dreffed a la GreLque there is a moil evident and 
chara8:eriflic change in the whole 1yficm of 
female drefs in Fran~e. The Ftlles de I'Opera 
a1ways gave the tOll, and were furely ",ithheld by 
no rigid principle. They fometimes produced 
very fxtravagant and fantaftic forms, but tI1efe 
were almofl: always in the ftyle of the highefl: or­
nament, and they trulled, for the refl: of the im­
preil\on which they wHhed to make, to the fafci­
nating expreffion of e~gant movements. TIns 
indeed was wonderful, and hardly conceivable by 

any 
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~ny who have not' fcen a grand ballet performed 
by good aEl:ors. I have fued tears of the mon: 
fincere and tender forrow during the exhibition 
of Antigone, fet to mufic by Traett;c, and per­
formed by Madame Meilcour and S'; Torelli, 
and Zantini. I can eafily c01)ceivc the impremon 

to be frill {hanger, though perhaps of another 
kind, when the former fuperb dl dIes arc changed 
for the expreffive fimplicity of the Gl c~ian.' I 

cannot help tllinkin:; tLclt thc female ornaments 
-in the refl: of Furope, ellaJ e. Ln among our.'"chres, 
have lcfs eleg.l11cc {mee 'Iye Jofl: the fanaion of 
tIle French CaUl t. But fcc how all this Wlll ter­
minate, when we :lh;:.l1 hayc Grou o ht the fex [.") <> 
low, anu \'Iill not €,ycn \Nolit for a MJ.homctan pa-
radifc. ")\That call \YC C). peel bllt fuch a di~l)iute­
nefs of marmers, that the endearing ties c.f I da­
tion and Elmil y, anu 1111 1 ua! confidencc within 

dovTs, "vill be flj~htcd, and \rill ccafe; and every 
man mufl: fiand up Lr himfelf, fingle and alone? 

1l recut:da cu/p,e IUI/la fllI/tUl'; 

Prllnum tnfjl:lIlavt re, Et genllS, et dOJJl?';. 

H~{ fOld£' J'rt7'at" dado'S 

1" poltrldlll /,2/"'!'1I11q"< J7f ,-·it. HOR. iIi. 6. 17. 

This is not the fuggdl:ion of prudifh fear;, I think 
it is tile natural courfe of things, and ~lllt France 
is at this'moment qiving to the world the fulleft 
"l'roof of V-J eifhaupt's fagacity, and the judg­
ment with whi.ch he has formed his plans. Can 
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. 
it tend t" the improvement of our morals 'or 
manners to have our la(~ies frcq'...:ent the gymnaf1:ic 
theatres, ar:lu f::c Lhcl1l decide, like tile Roman ma­
troll', on the ll'Crib of a n~ ;;ui c;b.diator or wyen­
ler? H<\yc we l1rt enough or tbs alrt'ady with our 
vaulted an .. l poilur::-mafl:ers, aml Ihould we ad­

mire any lJ.dy \\ho had a r;lc~C £;lr fuch fpccracIes? 
\Vill it impro\'c Oul' tafl:c to have our rooms or­
namented with [l1ch paintings and fculptures as 
filled the ccnaculum, and the fl:udy of the refined 
and elegant mor~liil: Horace, who had tbe art­
TulCt2do dlccre '7..'crum? Shall we be in,p'l"oved 
wher: fuch indulgences -are thought compatible 
v.,-ith fuch lelfons as he :.,cncrally gives for the con­
duC1 of i:fc? The pm c morality of lllumin,ltifm 
is now employed in [bipping Italy of all thofc pre­
cious remains of ancient art and VOl11ptuoufi1efs ; 
and Paris will ere long be the dcpofit and the r~­

fort of aT~ifl:s froll! v.1I nations, there to fhldy the 
works of ancient m<lftcrs, and Lo return from 
thence panders of public corruption. The plal1 if! 
maftcrly, and the low-born Statdillcn and Generals 
o[ France may in this rcfpca be fet on a level 
'With a Colbert or a Conde. But the conje4 

qucnc'cs of this Gallic dominion over the minds 
of falle; man will be as dreadful as their demi4 
nion over their lives and fortune:.. 

Recollect in what manner Spartacus propofed . ~ 

to corrupt his fifiers (fOl we need 110t [peak of 
the 
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th~ manner ift whk.:hile expeCl:ed that this would 
promote his plan-this is abundantly plain). It 
was by defl:roying their moral fentiments, and 
their fentiments of religion. Recollect what iS1.he 
recommendation that the A theifl: Minos gives of 
bis ftep daughters, when he fpeaks of them as 
proper perrons for the Lodge of Sifters. " They 
« have got over all prejudices, and, in matters of 
cc religion, they think as I do." There profli­
gates judged rightly that this affair required much 
caution, and that the uLnr)!l: attention to decency, 
and even delicacy, muit be obferved in their ri­
tuals and ceremonies, Qtherwife the women would 
be difgt!/led.. This was judging faiTly of the feel­
ings of a female mind. But they judged falfciy, 
and only according to their own coarfe experience', 
when they attributed their ditguft a.."ld their fears 
to coynefs. Coynefs is indeed the infiinaive at­
tribute of the female. In woman it is very great, 
and it is perhaps the genuine fouree of the d:fgZ!ll 
of which the Illuminati were fufpicious. But they 
have been dim-lighted indeed, or very unfortu­
nate in their acquaintance, if they never obferved 
any other fouree of repugnance in the mind of 
;oman to what is immora1 or immodefr-if 
t9~Y did not .fee difiike-moral difapttrobation. 
Do they. mean to infinuate, that in that regard 
which modell: ,women exprefs in all their words 

<and aaions, for what everyone underftands by 
the 
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the terms of de<:ency, modefty, and,the difappro.; 
bation ('If every thing that violates thofe feelings, 
the women only thaw female coynefs? Then are 
they very blind infrructors. But they are not fo 
blind. The account given of, the initiation of a 
young Sifl:tr atFrankf<>rt, under the feigned name 
Pfycbarton, thaws the moft fcrupulous attention 
to the moral feelings of the fex; and the confu~ 
lion and difiurbance which, after all their care, it 
occafioned among the ladies, {haws, that w hen they 
thought all right and. delicate, they had been but 
coarfe judges. Minos damns the ladies there, be. 
caufe they are too free, too rich, too republican, 
and too wife, (or being lea about by the nofe 
(this is his own expreffion). But Philo certainly. 
thought more correaIy of the fex in general, 
when he fays, Truth is a modeft girl: {he may 
be handed about like a lady, by good fenfe and 
good manners, but mufr not be bullied and driven 
about likt> a frrumpet. I would here infert the 
difcourfes or addreffes which were made on that 
occafion to the different claifes of the alfembly, 
girls, young ladies, wives, young men, and 
{hangers, which are really ingenious and well 
compared, were they not fuch as would offend. 
my fair country women. 

The religious fentiments by which mortals at~ 
to be affifted, even in the difcharge of their moral 
duties, and frill more, the fentimeiits which are 
purely religiou~, and have no reference to any 

s thin~ 
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t}Uijg here, a.1"<: precifely thofe whkh are rnof! 
ea.fily excited in the tni"d of woman.. Ai"eaion, 
adm~ion, tilial reverence, are, if I miftake Rot 
~xceedingly, thofe in which the women tar furpafs 
th, men; and it i~ on this account that we gene­
rally find them fo much difpofed to devotion2 

which is nothing but a fort of fond indulgence of 
thG{~ aifeCtions without limit to the imagiuation. 
The enraptured devotee pours out her foul in ex­
preffiQlls of thefe feelings, j uft as a fond mother 
.,uxes th~ cateifes given to her child with the moil: 
extravagant expreffionsof love. The de'ioteeeven 
endeavours to excite higher degrees of thefe affec­
tions, by expatiating on {ueh cirtl,lmftances in the 
divine, conduCt with refpeCl: to man as naturally 
a\\iaken them; and he does this without any 
fear of exceeding; becaufe Infinite Wifdom and 
Goodnefs will always ju{hfy the fentiment, and 
free thi exprefiion of it from all charge of hy­
perbole or extravagance. c 

I am con.vinced, therefore, that the female mind 
is wen adapted to cultivation by means of religion, 
~ that their native foftnefs and kindnefs of 
heart will always be fufficient for p.rocuring it a 
Javo~rable reception from them. It is therefore 
with double regret that 1 fce any of them join in 
.the arrogant pretenfions of Ollt liIumiuated phi­
lofopherj, wh.o fee no need of l~ch affiftances 
for the knowledge and difcharge of their duties. 
There is nothing fo unlike that general D10defty 

of 
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of thought, and that diffidence, which we are die. 
pofed to think the charaCter of the tClTI(lle mind. 
I am inclined to think, that fuch deviations from 
the general conduCt of the fex are marks of a 
harfher charaCter, of a heart that h;js lefs fenfi­
bility, and is on the whole lefs amiable than that 
of others. Yet it mufi: be owned that there are 
fome 'fuch among m. Much, if not the ,vhole 
of this perverfion, has, I am pcrflladed, been ow­
ing to the contagion of bad f xample in the men. 
They are made familiar with [veh expreffions­
their fil fi: horror is gone, and (would to Heaven 
that I were miftaken!) foxpe of them have already 
wounded their confciences to fuch a degree, that 
they have fame reafon to wi!h that religion may 
be without foundation. 

But I would call upon all, and turfc womeI?-. in 
particular, to' confider this matter in another 
light-as it may affect themfdves in this life; as it 
may affeCl: their rank and lreatment in ordinary 
fociety. I would fay to them, that if the ",'orld 
!hall once adopt the belief that this life is our all J 

then the true m~im of rational conduct will be, 
to " eat and to drink, fince to-morrow we are to 

" die;" and that when they have nothing to trtiJ: 
to but the fondnefs of the men, they will foon 
find themfelves reduced to flavery. The crown 
which they now wertr will fall from their heads, 
and they wID no longer be the arbiter!; of what is.. 

S 2 lovely 
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lovely in human life. The empire of beauty is 
but !hort; and even in republican France, it will 
nOl be many years that Madame Tallien cah faf­
einate the Parifian Theatre by the exhibition of 
her charms. Man is fafiidious and changeable, 
he is the {hanger animal, and can always take 
,his own will with refpeCt to woman. At prefent 
he is withheld by refpeCt for her moral worth­
and many are withheld by religion-and many 
more are withheld by public laws, which -laws 
were framed at a time when religious truths 
influenced the minds and the conduCt of men. 
When the fentiments of men change, 'they will 
not be fo foolifh as to keep in force laws which 
cramp their ftrongefi defires. Then will the 
rich have their Harems, and the POOT tl-eir 
drudges. 

N,lY, it is not merely the circum!1:ance of wo­
man's being confidered as the moral companion 
of man that gives the fex it's empire among us. 
There is fQlIlething of this to be obferved in all 
nations. Of aU the diftinCtions which fet our fpe­
cies above the other fentient inhabitants of this 
globe,. making us as unlike to the beft of them as 
tIfey are to a piece of inanimate matter, there is 
none more remarkable than the differences obferv­
able in the appearances of thofe defire~ by which 
the race is continued. As I obferved already, 
.fuch a diftinCtionis indifpenfablyneceffary. There 

1Dtift 
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muft be a moral conneaion, in order that the hu­
hlan fpecies may be a race of rational creatures, 
improvable, not only by the increafing experi­
ence of the individual, but alfo by the heritable 
experience of the fucceffive generations. It may 
be obferved between the folitarf pairs in Ldra­
dor, where human nature fiarves, like the ftunted 
oak in the crevice of a barren rock; and it is 
feen in th~ cultivated focieties of Europe, where 
our nature in a [eries of ages becomes a majeftic 
tree. Whatever may be the native powers of 
mind in the poor but gentle Efqulmaux, flle can 
do nothing for the fpe.cies but nurfe a young 
one, who cannot run his race of life without in­
cef[ant and hard labour t'o keep foul and body to­
gether - here thet efore her ftation in fociety can 
hardly have a name, bccaufe there can hardly be 
faid to be any a{foeiation, except what is necef­
Cary for repelling the hoftile attacks of Indians, 
who [cern to hunt rhern withont provocation as 
the dog does the hare. In other pam of the 
world, we fee th:t the confideration in which 
the fex is held, nearly fol1O\\-s the proportions 
of that aggregate of many different particulars, 
which we confider as con11:ituting the cultivation 
of a fociety. We may perhaps err, and we p1"o" 
bably do err, in our eilimation of thofe degrees; 
becaufe we are not perfeCtly acquainted with what 
is the real eiX:cellence of man. But as far as ~ 

s 3 can 
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tan jUdge of it, 1 ~lie\"~ that In)' alfertion is ac­
kno'\\-leqged. On this authority, 1 might pre­
fume to fay, that it is in Chriflian Europe that 
man, has attained his higheft degree of cultiva­
tion-and it is undoubtedly here that the women 
have attained the higheft' rank. I may even 
add, that it is ili that part of £UTope where the 
effential and dlftingui1hing doctrines of Chrif!:ian 
morality are mofl generally acknowledged and 
attendt:d to by the laws of the ('ountry, that wo­
man aCts the higheR part in t;cnelal fociety_ 
But here we mufl be -,ery careful how Vve form 

our notion, either of t!le fociety, or of the female 

rank-it is furelynot from the1WO ophree d()zens 
who fill the highdl rankh in the fiate. Th(;ir 
number is too fmal1, and their fituation is too 
particubr, to afford the proper average, ' BeGdes, 
the fituatlon of the individuaL of this dais 111 all 
countril.::s is \,\:'1 y much the fame-and in all it if 
very artific.ial-<lccorciingly tl~eir character is fan­
taftical. Nor are we to t,\ke it from that clafs 
that is the mof!: numerous of all, the lowefi: clafs 
of focicty, for thdl.:: are the labouring poor, whore 
conduct and occupations are fa much dictated to 
th~Tn by the hard c~rcumll:ances of their fitnation, 
that fcarcely any thing is left to their choice. The 
fituation of women of this clafs mull: be nearly 
the fame in aU nations. .But this dafs is frill 
f!,lfGeptible of fome variety-and we fee it-

a.nd 



and I think that even here th.ere is a pe,c:eptih~ 
fupcriority of the female rank i,n thofe countri_, 
where the purefi: Chtiftianity prevails: We­
mull: however take our nteafures or propor­
tions from a numerous <:laCs, but alfo a dafs 
in fomewhat of eafy circumO:ances, where mo~ 
ral fentimertts call fame ;aue11tion, and perfons 
have fame choice in their conduct And hcto, 
although I (;annot pretend to have had many 
opportunities of obfervation, yet, I have had 
fome. I can venture to fay that it is not 
in Ruffia, nor in Spain, that woman is, Oil 

the whole" the moil important as a mem­
ber of the c~mmunity.· 1 would fay, that in 
Britain her important rights are more generally 
refpeaed than any where eIfe. No where is a 
man's charaCter fa much hurt by conjugal infi­
delity-no where is it fa difficult to rub off the; 
frigma of bafrardy, or to procure a decent recep­
tion or fociety for all improper connection; and 
I be!ieve it will readily be granted, that the fuare 
of the 'women in fucceffions, their authority in 
all matters of domcftic truft, and even their opi­
nions in what concerns life and manners, are 
fully more refpea:ed here than in any country. 

I have long been of the opimon, (and every ob­
fervation that I have been able to make iince I 
firft formed it confirms me in it,) that wo~an is 
indebted tQ Chriilianit f alone fgr the high rank;. 

i 4 !he 
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:the holds in fociety. l.oolf' into... the writings of 
antiquity-into th~ wd'tks Qf the Greek. and Latin 
poets-into the numberlefs paneg} rics of the {ex, 

to be found both in prQfe and verfe-I can find 
little, very little indeed, where woman is treated 
With refpett-there is no want of love, that is, 
of fondnefs, of beauty, of charms, of graces. 
nut of woman as the equal of man, as a moral 
companion, travelling with him the road to feli­
tity-a& his advifer-his folace in misfortune­
as a pattern from which he may fometimes copy 
with advantage ;-of all this there is hardly a 

trace. Woman is al", avs mentioned 18 an objeCt 
of paffion. Chafiity, madefty, fobcr-mindednefs, 
are all confi~ered in relation to this fingle point ; 
or fometimes as of importance in refped of eco­
nomy or uomeftic quiet. RecdleCl: the famous 
fp.eech of Metellus Numidicus ta the Roman 
people, ~hen, as Cenfar, he was recommending 
marriage: 

I "Si fine uxore poffemus ~irites eiTe, omnes 
" ea malefiii Cilreremus. Sed quoniam ita na­
" tllra tradidit, ut nee cum illis commode, nee 
" fine iBis ullo modo vivi poiTet, faluti perpetme 
~"potius quam brevi voiuptati eonfulendum." 

• Aul. Gell. NoEl •. .ftt. 1. 6. 

~That rIoes Ovid, the great panegyrift of the 
l'!", fay for his beloved daughter, whom he had 

praifed 
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praifed fm her attraCtions in various places of his 
Trifiia and other compoi!tions? H~ is writing 
her Epitaph-and the ~nly thing he can fay of 
her as a rational creature is, that {he was-Domi­
}ida-not a ~adabout.-Search Apuleius; where 
you will find many female characters in abflraElo 
- Y ou will find that his. little Ph otis (a cook­
maid and flrumpet) was nearefl to)1is heart, aUft 
all his philofophy. Nay, in his pretty floryof 
Cupid and Pfyche, which the very wife will tell 
you is a fine leffon .of moral philofophy, and a 
reprefentation . of the operations of the intellec­
tual and Iffral faculties of the huma~ foul, a 
fiory which .gave him -the finell opportunity, 
nay, almolt made it neceifary for him to infert 
whatever can ornament the female charaCter; 
what is his Pfyche but a beautiful, fond, and filly 
girl; and what are the whole fruits of any ac­
quaintaIlcc with the fex ?-Pleafure. d3ut why. 
take more pains in. the fearch?-Look at their 
immortal goddeifcs-is there alit among them 
whom a wife man would [eleet [or a wife or a 
friend ?-I grant that a Lucretia is praifed-a 
Portia, an Arria, a Zenobia-but thefe arc indi­
vidual <.haraCl:ers-not reprefentatives of the f~. 
The only Grecian'ladies who mane a figure by 
inteUeCl:ual talents, were your Afpafids, SapphoS t 

Phrynes, and other nymphs of this caft, who 
had emerged from dIp. general infignificance of 

the 
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the fex, by throwing :lway what we are accuf. 
tomed to call it~ greate'h ornament. 

I think that the firil: piece in which woman 
is piCtured as a refpeCtable character, is the old­
eft novel that I am acquainted with, written by a 
ChrilHan Billiop, Heliodorus-I rotan the Adven .. 
tures of Theagenes and Chariclea.. I think that 
the Heroine i's a greater charaCl:er than you will 
meet with in all the annals of antiq.lity. And it 
is worth while to obferve what was the effeCl: o( 
this painting. The poor Billiop had been de­
pofed,and even excommunicated,for doetrinal er .. 
rors, andior drawing fu,ch a piCl:ure A heathen. 
The magifh ates of Antioch, the mO'ft voluptuous 
and corrupted city of the Eafl, wrote to the Em­
peror, telling him that this book had reformed the 
ladies of their city,"where ]uli;n the Emperor and 
his Sophifls had formerly preacLcd in vain, and 
they therefore prayed that the goed Billiop might 
not be deprived of his mitre.~lt is true, we read 
of Hypatia, daughter of Theon, the mathematician 
at Alexandria, who was a prodigy of excellence, 
and taught philofophy, z. e. the art of leading a 
good and happy life, with great applaufe in the 
famous Alexandridn fchoal.-But !he a][o was in 
the timec; of Chrifiianity, and was the intimate 
friend of Syncellus and other Chrill:ian Bi­
{bops. 
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It is undoubtedly Chrifrianity that has ret wo.­
man on her throne, making her in every ref~ 
the equal of man, bound to the fame duties, and 
candidate for the fame happinefs. Mark how 
woman is defcribed by a Chrifrian poet: 

---" Yet when I approach 
" Her lovelmef~, fa abfolute {be feems, 

• " And in herfelf complete, fo well to know' 
" Her own, that what fhe wills to do or'fay 
" Seems '1vj:/1, 'I/ZY!lIoujjJ,. drfircct:;l, ltjl. 

" Neither Lcr outlide, form'll fo fd;r,_ 
U So much deh;:rht5 me, as th;(t g"(I:iful ac7S', 

" '1hoft ihl/and drrenCln t~t d:nly flow • 
" From all h~ words and :lcbon<;, mix'd with love 
" And [weel compll:mce, which necb,c unfeign'd 
" Unioll of mznd, or I1l UI both olle fiul. 

_H Am-l, to confumm::ltc all, 
t. Greaf1zifs of 1I111ld, and flOb/<ll{js, their ftat 
« Build in her lovcliel1:, and {'/ t',de al1 awe 

• 
" About her, as fl guard angelic pfa .. 'J." 

MILTON. 

This is really moral painting, without any abate­
ment of female ch,nms. 

This ia the natural confequence of that purity 
of heart, which is fo much infifred on in the 
Chrifijan morality. In the infrructions of the hea­
then philofophers, it is either not mentioned at 
all, or, at mof[, it is n:~ommended coldly, as a 

8 thlng 
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thing proper, and worthy of a mind attentive to 
gteat things.-But, in Chrifiianity, it is infifl:ed 

on as an }ndifpenfable duty, and enforc.td by 
many arguments peculiar to itfelf. 

It is worthy of obfervation, that the moll pro­
minent fupedlitions which have difbonoured t11e 
Chrillian churches, have been the exceilive re­
finements which the enthufiaflic admiration of 
heroic purity has allowed the holy trade to in­
troduce into the manufdcrure of our fpintual fet­
ters. "\V'ithout this enthufiafm, cold expediency 
would not have been able to make the Monaftic 
vow' fa general, hor h\l.ve given us fth numbers 
of convents. Thefe were generally founded 
by fuch enthuflafts-the rulers indeed of the 
church encouraged this to the utmoft, as the heft 
levy for tIle fplritual power-but they could not 
enjoin fuch foundatiom. From the fame [ource 
we may derive the chief influence of auricular 
confeffion. When thefe were firmly cflablifhed, 
and were venerated, ahnofl all the other corrup­
tions of Chriftianity followed of courfe. I may 
almofl add, that though it is here that Chriflianity 
has fuffered the moft violent attacks, it is here 
that the place is moft tenable.-Nothing tends fo 
much to knit all the ties of fociety as the endear­
ing conneClions of family, and whatever tendl> to 
JelTen our vent:ration for the marriage-contract, 

weakens 
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weakens them in the moll: effeCtual manner. 
Purity of manners is it!. moll: effeCtual fupporl~ 
and pure thoughts are the only fouTces from 
which pure manners can flow. I readily grant 
that in former times this veneration for perfonal 
pu!"ity was carried to an extravagant height, and 
that feveral very ridiculous fancies and cull:oms 
arofe from this. Romantic love and chivalry 
are {hong inftallccs of the ll:range vagaries of our 
imagination, when carried. along by this enthufi­
afiic 1dmiration of female purity; and fo unna­
tural and foretd, thJt they could only be tempo­
rary falllions. But I bdieve t11dt, with all their ri­
dicule, it would.be a happy -nation v. here this was 
the geneT;)1 creed and praCtice. Nor can I help 
thinking a natIOn on its decline, when the do­
mellic conneCtions ceafe to be venerated, and the 
illegitimate ofEpring of a nabob or a nobleman 
are received with eafe into good company. 

Nothing is more ckal than that the defign of 
the Illuminati was to abolifh Chrifiianity - anj we 
now fee how effeEtual thi~ would be for the COT­
ruption of the fair fex, a purpofe which they 
eagerly wilhed to gain, that they might corrupt 
the men. But if the women would retain th, 
rank they now hold, they will be careful to pre­
ferve in full force on their minds thil> religion, fo 
congenial to their difpofitions, which Nature has 
made affectionate and kind. 

And 
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.And with refpeB: to the ~n, is it not egrew 

gious folly to encourllge any thing that can tend 
to blaft our fweeteft enJoyments? SIJall we not 
do this moft effectually if we attempt to corrupt 
what Nature will always make U3 confider as the 
highefi: elegance of life? The divinity of tl\e 
Stoics was, "Melli Jana m corpor,: jima," -bnt 
it is equally true, 

" Gratio,. dI jlJlchro 'lJEmmr e corpore vlr/ur." 

If therefore, infiead of profeffedly tainting what 
is of itfelf beautiful, w<;: could really ~ork it up 

to 

., That fair form, whicll, wove in fancy'" IoC!rn, 

., Floats in light vilions round the poet'& head," 

:lnd make woman a pattern of perfet1ion, we 
fhould undoubtedly add more to the heartfelt 
happinefs of life than by all the difcoverie!> of the 
Illuminati. See what was the effect of Theagenes 
and Chariclea. 

And we fuould remember that with the fdte of 
woman that of man is indiffolubly knit. The 
'(Pice of Nature fpoke through our immortal 
bard when he made Adam fay, 

----," From tllY flare 
" Mine never thall be parted, blifs or woe." 

Should 
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Should we fuffer the contagion to "'tGW 
fair partner, pH is gone, and tOQ Jatt: fiWl we, 
fay, 

" 0 J faireft. of ere Ition' IJ£l: and beft 
cc Of all God's works, ereatuT..! in whom exsell'd 
H Whatever c~n to light or thought be form'd. 
" Holy, dIvine, good, amiahJe, or i'wed! 

~, How art thou lofi,-and now to death devotd­
<, And me with the< haft ruin '.1; for with thee 
~ Certain my refolutiun is to d~" 
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Tbe German Uilioli, 

\tv HEN fuch a fcrmelltc1tion had been excitt::d 
in the public mind, it cannot be fuppofed that the 
formal fuppreffion of the Order of the Illuminati 
;n Bavaria, and in the Duchy of Wirtemberg, 
by the reigning Princes, would bring all to .eft 

again. By no means. The mind& of men were 
predifpofed for a change by the refi:lefs fpirit of 
fpeculation in every kind of inquiry, and the 
leaven had been carefully and fkilfully diifemi­
nated in every quarter of the empire, and even 
in foreign countries. Weifhaupt faid, on good 
grpunds, that "if th~ Order {bould be difeo­
" vered and fuppreifed, he would renore it with 
"tetifold energy in :l twelvemonth." Even in 
thofe £lates where it was formally aboliLhed, no­
thing could hinder the enlifring new members, 
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