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WILLIAM WYNDHAM,

SECRETARY AT WAR, &c. &c. &c.

S IR,

It was with gregt fatisfaltion that 1 learned from
a Friend, that you coincided with me in the OPHiOHs,
that the nfsimation contamed in this Derformance
would make a ufefid imprefion on the minds of wy
C'mmtrymen.

1 have prefumed to infrribe st wwith your Name,
that 1 may publicly exprefs the pleafure which I feit,
when 1 found that meither a feparation for thirty
sears, nor the preffure of the moff mmportant bufinefs,
had cffaced your kind remembr ancg of a College Ac-
quai iiance, or abated that obligmg and polite attention
wathwhick you favonred mein thole early days of life.

The friendflap of the accomplyfbed and the worily
25 the hagheft honour 5 and 1o kim whe 15 cut off, by
want of health, from almoff every ather enjoymeni, it
is an inefimable bleffing. Accept, therefore, I pray,
of my grateful ackiowledgments, and of my earncft
wifkes for yur Health, Profpeiity, and mereafing
Honour.

With fentiments of the greateft Eficem and Refpef?,
1 um, SIR,
* Your ot obedient,
» ond mofi*humble Servant,

o oM BURGH, JQHN ROBISON.

Sevtembe} 5, 3397,



UOD Ji qus verd vitam atsanz gisbernedy
Dizatiee grandes homimy funt, vivere parce
Aqus anima : neque enimn eff unquam penuria jlarvf.
At claros e homines woluérunt atque potentes,
Ut fundaments flabih for tuna manen ety
Et placidam poffent cpuleats dig ve vitam ;
Neguicquam,—quonian ad fummun fuccedere hona. eo
Certantes, tter snfiflum fecére viar,
Et tamen ¢ fummo quaft fulmen deptest ictos
Twvidia mterdum contemptim in Tartara tetra,

Ergo, Regibus occifs, fubverfa jacchat

Priftina mayeflas folorum, et feeptra fuperbas
Et capotss fummi preeclarum infigno, cruentum,
Sub pedibus vlgt magnum lugebat honorem ;
Nam cupide conculeatur nim:s ante metutum,
Res stague ad fumman feecom, turbafque redibat,
Imperium fili cum ac fwmmatum quifgue petedat,

Lucrerius, V. 1116,



INTRODUCGCTION.

BEING at a friend’s houfe in the country du-
ring fome part of the fummer 1495, I there faw
a volume of a German periodical work, called
Religions Begebenbeiten, 1. e. Religious Occur-
rences ; in which there was an account of the
various fchifms in the Fraternity 8f Free Mafons,
with frequent allufions to the origin and hiftory
of that cefebrated aflociation. This account in-
terefted me a good deal, becaufe, in my early
life, I had taken fome part in the occupations
(fhall I call them) of Free Mafonry; and, hav.
ing chiefly frequented the Lodges on the Conti-
nent, I had learned many dodrines, and feen
many ceremonials which have no place in the
fimple fyftem of Free Mafonry which obtains
in this country. I had alfo remarked, that the
whole was much more the obje@ of reflettion
and thought ‘thag I could remember it to have

B® been



2 INTRODUCTION.

been among my acquaintances at home. There,
Y had feen a Mafon Lodge cénfidered merely as
a pretext for pafling an hour or two in,a fort of
decent conviviality, not altogether void of fome
rational occupation. I had fometimes heard of
differences of deérines or of ceremonies, but in
terms which marked them as mere frivolities.
But, on the Continent, I found them matters of
ferious concern and debate, Such too is the
contagion of example, that I could not hinder
myfelf from thinking one opinion better found.
ed, or one Ritual more appofite and fignificant
than another ; and I even felt fomething like an
anxiety for its being adopted, and a zeal for
making it a general practice. Ihad been initiated
in a very fplendid Lodge at Liege, of which the
Prince Bifhop; his Trefonciers, and the chief
Noblefle of the State were members. 1 vifited
the French Lodges at Valenciennes, at Bruflels,
at Aix-la-Chapelle, at Berlin, and Koningfberg ;
and I picked up fome printed difcourfes delivered
by the Brother-orators of the Lodges. At St.
Peterfburgh I conneted myfelf with the Englith
Lodge, and occafionally vifited the German and
Ruffian Lodges held there. I found myfelf re-
ceived with particular refpet as a Scotch Mafon,
and as an Eleve of the Loge de la Parfaite Intel-
ligence at Licce. 1 was importuned by perfons
of the fisk rank to purfue my mafonic career

through



INTRODUCTION. 3

through many degrees unknown in this country.
But all the fplendour and elegance that I faw
could not conceal a frivolity in every part. It
appeared a bafelefs fabric, and I could not think
of engaging in an occupation which would con-
fume much time, coft me a go_o.d deal of money,
and might perhaps excite in me fome &f that fa-
naticifm, or, at leaft, enthufialm, that I faw in
others, and perceived to be void of any rational
fupport. I therefore remained in the Englifh
Lodge, contented with the rank of Scotch Maf-
ter, which was in a manner forced on me in a
private Lodge of French Mafons, but is not
given in the Englith Lodge. My mafonic rank
admitted me to a very elegant entertainment in
the female Loge de la Fidelité, where every cere-
monial was compofed in the higheft degree of
elegance, and every thing conduted with the
molt delicate relpeét for our fair fifters, and the
old fong of brotherly love was chanted in the
moft refined ftrain of {endment. I do not fup-
pofe that the Parifian Free Mafonry of forty-
five degrees could give me more entertain.
ment. I had profited fo much by it, that I had
the honour of being appointed the Brother-ora-
tot. In this office I gave fuch fatisfation, that
a worthy Bréther fent me at midnight a box,
which he committed to my carguas a perfon far
advanced it mafonic fcience, zealoufly attached

B2 to
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to the order, and therefore a fit depofitary of inr-
portant writings, I learned mext day that this
gentleman had found it convenient to leave the
empire in a hurry, but taking with him the
funds of an eftablithment of which her Imperial
Majéfty had made him the manager. I was de-
fired to keep thefe writings till hic thould fee me
again. I obeyed. About ten years afterward
1 faw the gentleman on the ftreet in Edinburgh,
) converfing with a foreigner.  As I pafled by him,
I faluted him foftly in the Ruffian language; but
without ftopping, or looking hiin direétly in the
face. He coloured, but made no return. I
endeavoured, in vain, to meet with him, wifh-
ing to make a proper return for much civility and
kindnefs which I had received from him in his
own country. o
I now confidered the box as acceflible to myfelf,
and opened it. I found it to contain all the de-
grees of the Parfait Magon Ecoffors, with the Ri-
tuals, Catechifms, and Inftrutions, and alfo four
other degrees of Free Mafonry, as cultivated in
the Parifian Lodges. 1 have kept them with all
care, and mean to give them to fome refpetable
Lodge. ButasIam bound by no engagement of
any kind, L hold myfelf as at liberty ta make fuch
ufe of them as may be ferviceable to the public,
without enabling any uninitiated perfon to enter
the Lodges of"tfefe degrees.

This
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“This acquifition might have roufed my former
relith for Mafonry, had it been merely dormant ;
but, after fo long feparation from the Loge d¢ la
Fidelir?, the mafonic fpirit had evaporated. Some
curiofity however remained, and fome with to
trace this plaftic myflery to tht pit from which
the clay had been dug, which has been mould-
ed into fo many diferent fhapes, ¢ fome to
¢ honour, and fome to dithonour.”  But my
opportunities were new gone. [ had given
away (when in Ruflia) my volumes of difcourfes,
and fome far-fetched and gratuitous Liflories, and
nothing remained but the pitiful work of Ander-
fon, and the Magonncrie Adonbiramque devoile,
which arc in every one’s hands.

My curiofity was {trongly roufed by the ac-
counts given in the Religrons Begebenberten. There
I faw quotations without number; fyftems and
{chifins of which Ihad never heard; but what par-
ticulatly ftruck me was a zcal and a fanaticifm
about what I thought trifles, which aftonifhed me.
Men of rank and fortune, and engaged in ferious
and honourable public employments, not only
frequenting the Lodges of the cities where theyre.
fided, but journeying from one end of Germany
or France to the other, to vifit new Lodges, or to
learn new fecrets or new dotrines. I faw con-
ventions ‘held at Wimar, at’ WifPad, at Kohlo,
at Brunfwick, and at ;Willemfbad, confifting of

B3 fome



6 INTRODUCTION,

fome hundreds of perfons of refpe@able ftations.
I faw adventurers coming to a city, profefling
fome new fecret, and in a few days tornfing new
Lodges, and inftruéting in a troublefome and es:-
penfive manner hundreds of brethren.

German Mafoniry appeared a very ferious con-
cern, and to be implicated with other fubjetts
with which I had never fufpeed it to have any
connettion. I faw it much conpeted with many
occurrences and fchifms in the Chriftian church ;
I faw that the Jefuits had feveral times interfered
in it; and that moft of the exceptionable in-
novations and diffenfions had arifen about the
time that the order of Loyola was luppreffed ; fo
that it thould feem, that thefe intriguing brethren
had attempted to maintain their influence by the
help of Free Mafonry. [ faw it much difturbed
by the myftical whims of J. Behmen and Sweden-
borg—Dby the fanatical and knavifh doétrines of
the modern Rofycrucians—by Maygicians—Mag-
netifers—Exorcifts, &c. And I obferved that
thefe different fects reprobated each other, as not
only maintaining erroneous opinions, but even
inculcating opinions which were contrary to the
eftablithed religions of Germany, and contrary
to the principles of the civil eftablifiments. At
the fame time they charged each other with mif-
takes and coeriiptions, both in dofirine and in
pralice; and particalarly with falfification of the
’ firft
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firft principles of Free Mafonry, and with igno-
rance of its origin and its hiftory ; and they fup-
ported thefe charges by authorities from many
different books which were unknown to me.

My curiofity was now greatly excited. 1 got
from a much-refpeted friend many of the préeed-
ing volumesof the Religions Begebenbeiten;in hopes
of much information from the patient induftry of
German erudition. This opened a new and very
interefting fcene; [ was frequently fent back to
England, from whence all agreed that Free Ma-
fonry had been imported into Germany. Iwas
frequently led into France and into Italy, There,
and more remarkably in France, I found that the
Lodges had become the haunts of many projeétors
and fanatics, both in fcience, in religion, and in
politics, who had availed themfelyes of the fecrecy
and thefreedomofipeech maintainedin thefe meet-
ings, to broach their particular whims or fufpicious
dottrines, which, if publificd to the world in the
ufual manner, would have expofed the authors to
ridicule or to cenfure. Thefe projectors had con-
trived to tag their peculiar noftrums to the mum-
mery of Mafonry, and were even allowed to twift
the mafonic emblems and ceremonies to their pus=
pofe; fo that in their hands Free Mafonry became
a thing totally unlike, and almoft in diret oppofi-
tion to the fyftem (if it may get fuch a name)

B 4 imported



8 INTRODUCTION.

imported from England ; and fome Lodges had
become fchools of irreligion and licentioufnefs.
No nation in modern times has fo pagticularly
turned its attention to the cultivadon of every
thing that is refined or ornamental as France, and
it hs long been the refort of all who hunt after
entertainment in its moft refined form; the
French have come to confider themfelves as the
inftrutors of the world in every thing that orna-
ments life, and feeling themfelves received asfuch,
they have formed their manners accordingly-—
full of the moft condcicending complaifance to
2/l who acknowledge their fuperiority. Delighted,
in a high degrec, with this office, thcy have be.
come zealous miflionaries of refinement in every
department of human purfuit, and have reduced
their apoftolic gmployment to a fyftem, which
they profecute with ardour and delight. This is
not groundlefs declamation, but fober hiftorical
truth. It was the profefled aim (and it was a mag-
nificent and wife aim)of the great Célbert,to make
the court of Louis XIV. the fountain of human
refinement, and Paris the Athens of Europe. We
need only look, in the prefent day, at the plunder
of Italy by the French army, to be convinced
that their low-born generals and {tatefmen have
in this refpect the fame notions with the Colberts
and the Richlieus.
I know



INTRODUCTION, 9

T know no fubje&t in which this aim at univer-
fal influence on the opinions of men, by holding
themfelves fortl as the models of excellence and
elegance, is more clearly [cen than in the care
that they have been pleafed to take of Free Ma-
fonry. It feems indeed peculiarly fuited to the
talents and tafte of that vain and ardent people.
Bafelefs and frivolous, it admits of every form that
Gallic refinement can invent, to recommend it to
the young, the gay, the luxurious; that clafs of fo-
ciety whichalonedeferves their care,becaufe, inone
way or another, it leads all other clafles: of fociety.

It has accordingly happencd, that the homely
Free Mafonry imported from England has been
totally changed in every country ot Europe either
by the impofing afcendancy of French brethren,
who are to be found every where; ready to in-
firuét the world ; or by the importation of the
do&rines, and ceremonics, and ornaments of the
Parifian Lodges. Even England, the birrh-place
of Mafonry, has experienced the French innova-
tions ; and all the repeated injunétions, admoni-
tions,‘and reproofs of the old Lodges, cannot pre-
vent thofe in different parts of the kingdom from
admitting the French novelties, {ull of tinfcl and
glitter, and high-founding titles.

Were this all, the harm would not be great.
But long before good opportunities, had occur-
red for fpreading the refmements on the fimple

Free
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Free Mafonry of England, the Lodges in France
had become places of very ferious difcuflion,
where opinions in morals, in religion, and in
politics, had been promulgated and maintained
with a freedom and a keennefs, of which we in
this favoured.land have no adequate notion,
becaufe we are unacquainted with the reftrajnts
which, in other countries, are laid on ordinary
converfation. In confequence of this, the French
innovations in Free Mafonry were quickly fol-
lowed in all parts of Europe, by the admiffion
of fimilar difcuffions, although in dire& oppo-
fition to a ftanding rule, and a declaration made
to every newly-received Brother, ¢ that nothing
¢ touching the religion or government fhall ever
¢ be fpoken of in the Lodge.” But the Lodges
in other countries followed the exampie of France,
and have frequently become the rendezvous of
innovators in religion and poliucs, and other
difturbers of the public peace. In fhort, I have
found that the covert of a Mafon Lodge had
been employed in every country for venting and
propagating fentiments in religion and politics,
that could not have circulated in public with-
out expofing the author to great danger. I
found, that this impunity had gradually encou-
raged men of licentious principles to become more
bold, and to teach dottrines fubverfive of all our
notions of ixforality-—of all our confidence in the

moral
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moral government of the univerfe~—of all our
hopes of improvement in a future ftate of exift-
ence—and ®f all fatisfaltion and contentment
with our prefent life, fo long as we live in a ftate
of civil fubordination. I have been,able to trage
thefe artempts, made, through a eourfe of fifty
years, under the fpecious pretext of enlighten-
ing the world by the torch of philofophy, and of
difpelling the clouds of civil and religious fuper-
ftiticn which keep the natipns of Europe in dark-
nefs and flavery. I have obferved thefe doc-
trines gradually diffufing and mixing with all the
different fyftems of Free Mafonry ; till, at laft,
AN ASSOCIATION HAS BEEN FORMED for the
exprefs purpofe of ROOTING OUT ALL THE RI-
LIGI0US ESTABLISHMINTS, AND OVERTURNING
ALL THE EXISTING GOVERNMENTS oF EUROPE.
* I have fecn this Affociation exerting itfelf zealouf
ly and fyftematieally, till it has become almolt
irrefiftible : And I have feen that the moft ac-
tive leaders in the French Revolution were mem-
bers of this Aflociation, and conduéted their firfk
movements according to its principles, and by
means of its inftrutions and affiftance, formally
requefted and obtained : And, laftly, T have feen
that this Aflociation {till exifts, ftill works in fe-
cret, and that not only feveral appearances
among ourfejves fhow that its emiflaries are en-
feavouring to propagate their deteftable doérines
among
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among, us, but that the Affociation has Lodges
in Britain corie’ponding with the mother Lodge
at Munich ever fince 1524,

If all this werc a matter of mere curiofity, and
fufceptible of ro good ufe, it would have been
better to have kept it t myfelf, than to dif-
turb my neigloows with the knowledge of a
ftate of things which they cannot amend.  But
if it fhall appear that the miads of my country-
men arc mifed in the very faine manner as were
thofe of our continental neiphbours—if I can
thow that the reafonings which mike a very ftrong
impreflion on fome perfons in this country are
the fame which a¢tually produced the dangerous
affuciation in Germany; and that they had
this unhappy influcnce folely becaufe they were
thought to be fincere, and the expreffions of the
fentiments of the {peakers — If I can fhow that this
was all a cheat, and that the Lcaders of this Afl-
fociation difbelieved every word that they ut-
tered, and cvery doftrine that they taught; and
that their real intention was to abolifh // religion,
overturn every government, and make the world
a general plunder and a wreck—If I can fhow,
that the principles which the Founder and Leaders
of this Affociation held forth as the perfeftion of
human virtue, and the moft powerful and effica-
cious for forming the minds of men, and making
them good and happy, had no influence on the

15 Founder
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Founder and Leaders themfelves, and that they
were, almoft without exception, the moft infig-
aificant, wogthlefs, and profligate of men ; I can-
not but think, that fuch infoermation will make
my-countrymen hefitate a little, and receive with
caution, and even diftruft, addreffes and inftroé-
tions which flatter our felf-conceit, and which, by
buoying us up with the gay prolpe&t of what
feems attainabie by a change, may make us dif-
contented with our prefent condition, and for-
get that there never was 4 government on earth
where the people of a great and luxurious nation
enjoyed fo much freedom and fecurity in the
pofleffica: of cvery thing that is dear and valu-
able.

When we fee that thefe bozfted principles had
not that effet cn the Leaders whieh they affert
to be thair native, certain, end incvitable confe-
quences, we thall Lédroft the fine defariptions of
the happincfs that thould refuit {rom fuch a
change. And when ve fee that the methods
which were practifed by this Affociation for the
exprefs purpofe of breaking all the bands of fo-
ciety, were employed folely in order that theLead-
ers might rule the wo:ld with uncontrollable
power, while all the refl, even of the aflociated,
fhould be degraded in their own eftimation, cor-
rupted in their principles, and employed as mere
tools of the dmbition of iheir unknown fuperiors;

furcly
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{urely a free-born Briton will not hefitate to reje&
at once, and without any farther examination, a
plan fo big with milchief, fo difgraceful to its un-
derling adherents, and fo uncertain in its iffue.

Thefe hopes have induced me to lay before the
public a fhort abftrat of the information which I
think I have received. It will be fhort, but I
hope fufficient for eftablithing the fact, that #his
detcflable Affociation exifts, and its emiffaries are
bufy among ourfelves.

I was not contented with the quotations which
I found in the Religions Begebenheiten, but
procured from abroad fome of the chief writings
from which they are taken. This both gave me
confidence in the quotations from books which I
could not procure, and furnithed me with more
materials. Much, however, remains untold, rich-
ly deferving the attention of all thofe who fee!
themfelves difpofed to liften to the tales of a pof-
fible happmefs that may be en]oyed in a fociety
whete all the magiftrates are wife and juft, and
all the people are honeft and kind.

I hope that I am honeft and candid. 1 have
been at all pains to give the true fenfe of the au-
thors. My knowledge of the German language
is but feanty, but I have had the affiftance of
friends whenever I was in doubt. In comprefling
into onre paragraph what I bave collefted from
many, I kave, as much as I was able, ftuck to

s the
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the words of the author, and have been anxious
to give his precife meaning. I doubt not but
that I have, fometimes failed, and will receive
corretion with deference. T entreat the reader
not to expect a piece of good literary compofi-
tion. I am very fenfible that it is far from it—dt
is written during bad health, when I am not at
eafe—and I with to conceal my namec—~but my
motive is, without the fmalleft mixture of an-
other, tc do fome good in the only way I am
able, and I think that what I fay will come with
better giace, and be received with more confi-
dence, than any anonymous publication. Of
thefe I am now moft heartily fick. I throw my-
felf on my country with a free heart, and I bow
with deference to its decifion.

The Aflociation of which I have heen fpeaking

is the Order of ILLumMINATI, founded, in 1775,
by Dr. Adan: Weithaupt, profeflor of Canon.law
in the univerfity of Ingolitadt, and abolithed in
1786 by the Eleftor of Bavaria, but revived im«
mediately after, under another name, and in a
different form, all over Germany. It was again
deteCted, and feemingly broken up; but it had
by this time taken fo deep root that it ftill fub.
fifts without being deteted, and has {pread into
all the countries of Europe. It took its firft rife
among the Free Mafons, but is totally different
from Free Mafonry. I* was not, hawever, the
mere
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mere proteftion gained by the fecrecy of the
Lodges that gave occafion to it, but it arofe natu-
rally from the corruptions that had gradually
crept into that fraternity, the violence of the party
fpirit which pervaded it, and from the total un-
ctrtainty and darknefs that hangs over the whole
of that myftericus Affociation. It is neceffary,
therefore, to give fome account of the innovations
that have been introduced into Free Mafonry
from the time that it made its appearance on the
continent of Lurope as a myftical fociety, pof-
fefling fecrets different from thole of the mecha-
nical employment whole name i* affumed, and
thus affording entertainment and occupation to
perfons of all ranks and profeflions It is by no
means intended to give a hiftory of Free Mafon-
ry. 'ﬂ;as weuld lead to a very long difcuflion.
The pa‘tlent induftry of German erudmon has
been very ferioufly employed on this fubje, and
many performances have been publithed, of
which fome account is given in the different vo-
lumes of the Religions Begebenheiten, particu-
larly in thofe foy 1759, 1785, and 1786. Itis
evident, from the naturc of the thing, that they
cannot be very inftrudtive to the public ; becaufe
the obligation of fecrecy refpefting the import-
ant matters which are the very fubjedts of de-
bate, prevents the author from giving that full
informatidh that is required from %n hiftorian ;
and
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and the writers have not, in general, been per-
fons qualified for the tafk. Scanty erudition, cré-
dulity, and enthufiafm, appear in almoft all their
writings; and they have neither attempted to re-
move the heap of rubbifh with which Anderfon
has difgraced his Confitutions of Free Mafopry,
(the bafis of mafonic hiftory,) nor to avail them-
felves of informations which hiftory really affords
to a fober enquirer. Their Royal art muft never
forfooth appear in u ftate of infancy or childhood,
like all other human acqyirements; and therefore,
when they cannot give proofs of its exiftence in
a {tate of manhood, poffefled of all its myfterious
treafures, they fuppofe what they do not fee, and
fay that they are concealed by the oath of
fecrecy. Of fuch inftrution I can make no
ufe, even if I were difpofed to write a hiftory of
the Fraternity. I fhall content myfelf with an
account of fuch particulars as are admitted by all
the mafonic parties, and which illuftrate or con~
firm my general propofition, making fuch ufe of
the accounts of the higher degrees in my poffef-
fion as I can without admitting the profane into
their Lodges. Being under no tie of fecrecy
with regard to thefe, I am with-held by difcretion
alone from putting the public in poffeflion of all
their myiteries.

PROOFS
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OoF

A CONSPIRACY, &e.

CHAPDT L

8chifins in Free Mafonry.

"THERE is undoubtedly a dignity in the ast of
building, or in architetture, which no other art
poflcfles, and this, whether we confider it in its
rudeft ftare, occupied in raifing a hut, or as
practifed in a cultivated nation, in the eretion
of a magnificent and ornamented temple. As
the arts in general improve in any nation, this
muft always maintain its pre-eminence; for it
cmploys them all, and no man can be eminent
as an archite€t who does not poffefs a confider-
able knowledge of almoft every fciehce and art

G2 already
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already cultivated in his na-ion. Ilis great works

gﬁmdertﬁings of the moft ferious concern,
eofine@t him with the public, or.with, the rulers
of the ftate, and attach to him the pratitioners
of other arts, who are occupied in executing his
orflers: His works are the obje&ts of public at-
tention, and are not the tranfient fpeftacles of
the day, but hand down to pofterity his invention,
his knowledge, and his tafte. No wonder then
that he thinks highly of his profeflion, and that
the public fhould acquiefce in his pretenfions,
even when in fome degree extravagant.

It is not at all furprifing, therefore, that the
incorporated architeéts in all cultivated nations
fthould arrogate to themfelves a pre-eminence
over the fimilar affociations of other tradefmen.
We find traces of this in the remoteft anti-
quity. The Dionyfiacs of Afia Minor' were un-
doubtedly an affociation of architetts and engi-
neers, who had the exclufive privilege of build-
ing temples, ftadia, and theatres, under the
myfteriouss tutelage of Bacchus, and diftinguifh-
ed from the uninitiated or profane inhabitants
by the fcience which they poflefled, and by many
private figns and tokens, by which they re.
eognifed each other. This afluciation came dnto
Ionia from Syria, into which country it had
come from Perfia, along with that ftyle of archi-

teture
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teRuidbthat we call Grecian. We are alfo cera
tain tH#¥diexe was a fimilar trading affodiation,
doring the:dark ages, in Chriftian Europe, which
monopolized the building of great churches and
caftles, working' under the patronage and pro-
tetion of the Sovereigns and Princes of Europe,
and poflefling many privileges. Circumftances,
which it would be tedious to enumerate and dif-
cufs, continued this affociation later in Britain
than on the continent.

But it is quite uncertain when and why per-
fons who were not builders by profeffion firft
fought admiffion into this Fraternity. The firft
diftin& and unequivocal inftance that we-have of
this is the admiflion of Mr. Afhmole, the fa.
mous antiquary, in 1648, into a Lodge at War.
rington, along with his father-in-law Colonel
Mainwafing. It is not improbable that the co-
vert of fecrecy in thofe affemblies had made them
courted by theRoyalifts, as occafious of meeting,
Nay, the Ritual of the Mafter’s degree feems to
have been formed, or perhaps twilted from its ori«
ginal inftitution, fo as to give an opportunity of
founding the political principles of the candidate,
and of the whole Brethren prefent. For it bears
{o-eafy an adaptation to the death of the King,
to the overturning of the venerable contftitution
of the Englith goverrment of three orders by a
mean democracy, and us re-eftablifiment by the

c3 efforts
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efforts of the loyalifts, that this would flart into
every perfon’s mind during the ceremonial, and
could hardly fail to thow, by the countenances
and behaviour of the Brethren, how they were
affeCted. Irecommend this hint to the confider-
ation of the Brethren, I have met with many
particular falts, which convince me that this
ufe had been made of the meetings of Mafons,
and that at this time the Jefuits interfered con-
fiderably, infinuating themfelves into the Lodges,
"and contributing to encreafe that religious myfti-
cifim that is to be obferved in all the ceremonies
of the order. 'This fociety is well known to have
put on every thape, and to have made ufe of every
mean that could promote the power and influence
of the order. And we know that at this time
they were by no means without hopes of re-efta.
blithing the dominion of the Church of Rome in
England. Their fervices were not fcrupled at by
the diftreffed royalifts, even fuch as were Proteft-
ants, while they were highly prized by the Sove-
reign. We alfo know that Charles II. was made a
Mafon, and frequented the Lodges. Itis not un-
likely, that befides the amufement of a vacant
hour, which was always agreeable to him, he
had pleafure in the meeting with his loyal friends,
and in the occupations of the Lodge, which re-
called to his mind their attachment and fervices.
His brother and fucceffor James 1L was of a more

ferious
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ferious and manly caft of mind, and had little
plealure in the frivolous ceremonies of Mafonry.
He did not frequent the Lodges. But, by this
time, they were the refort of many perfons who
were not of the profeflion, or members of the
trading corporation. ‘This circumftance, in ‘all
probability, produced the denominations- of
Free and AccepTep Mafons. A perfon who
has the privilege of working ‘at any incorporated
trade, is faid to be a frecman of that trade. Others
were accepted as Brethren, and admitted to a
kind of honorary freedom, as is the cafe in many
other trades and incorporations, without having
(as far as we can learn for certain) a legal
tile to earn a livelihood by the exercife of

it
The Lodges being in this manner frequented
by perfons of various profeffions, and in various
ranks of civil fociety, it cannot be fuppofed that
the employment in thofe meetings related entirely
to the oftenfible profeffion of Mafonry. We have
no authentic information by which the public can
form any opinion about it. It was not till fome
years after this period that the Lodges made open
profeflion of the cultivation of general benevo-
lence, and that the grand aim of the Fraternity
was to enforce the exercife of all the focial vir-
tues. It is not unlikely that this was an after-
thought.- The political purpofes of the Affocia-
C 4 " tion
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tion being once obtained, the converfation and
occupations of the members muft take fome
particular turn, in order to be generally ac-
ceptable. 'The eftablithment of a fund for the
relief of unfortunate Brethren did not take place
tll' the very end of laft century; and we may
prefume that it was brought about by the warm
recommendations of fome benevolent members,
who would naturally enforce it by addrefles to
their affembled Brethren. This is the probable
origin of thofe philanthropic difcourfes which
were delivered in the Lodges by one of the Bre-
thren as an official tatk. Brotherly love was the
general topic, and this, with great propric‘y,
when we confider the objet aimed at in thofe
addreffes. Nor was this object altogether a no-
velty. For while the manners of fociety werc
yet but rude, Brother Mafons, who were fre-
quently led by their empioyment far from home
and from their friends ftood in need of fuch
helps, and might be gr-atly benefited by fuch an
inftitution, which gave them introduction and
citizenfhip wherever they went, and a right to
fhare in the charitable contributions of Brethren
who were ftrangers to them. Other incorpo-
rated trades had fimilar provifions for their poor.
But their poor were townfmen and neighbours,
well known to them. There was more perfua-
fion neceffas y in this Fraternity, whete the objects

of
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of our immediate beneficence were not of our ac-
quaintance. But when the Lodges confifted of
many who.were not Mafons, and who had no
particular claim to good offices from a ftranger,
and their number might be grcat, it is evident
that {tronger perfuafions were now neceflary, and
that every topic of philanthropy muft now be em-
ployed. When the funds became confiderable,
the effets naturally took the public eye, and
recommended the Society to notice and refpedt,
And now the Brethren were induced to dwell on
the fame topic, to join in the commendations
beftowed on the Society, and to fay that uni-
verfal beneficence was the great aim of the Order.
And this is all that could be faid in public, with«
out infringing the obligation to fecrecy. The in-
quifitive are always prying and teuzing, and this
is the only point on which a Brother is at li-
berty to {peak. He will therefore do it with
affeCtionate zeal, till perhaps he has heated his
own fancy a litfle, and overlooks the inco.fft-
ency of this univerfal beneficence and philan-
thropy with the exclufive and monopolizing
{pirit of an Affociation, which not only confines
its bencvolence to its own Members, (like any
other charitable affociation,) but hoards up in
its bofom ineflimable fecrets, whofe natural ten-
dency, they fay, i to form the heart to this ge-
nerpus and kind condudt, and infpjre us with

love
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love to all mankind. The profine world cannot
fee the beneficence of concealng from public
view a principle or a motive which fo.powerfully
induces a Mafon to be good and kind. The
Brother fays that publicity would rob it of its
force, and we muft take him at his word; and
eur curiofity is fo much the more excited to learn
what are the fecrets which have fo fingular a
quality.

Thus did the Fratermty condu& themfelves,
and thus were they confidered by the public,
when it was carried over from Lingland t» the con-
tinent; and here it is to be particularly re-
marked that all cur Brethren abroad profefs to
have received the Myftery of Free Malonry from
Buitain.  This is furely a puzzle in the hiffory ;
and we mufl leave it to others to reconcile this
with the repeated aflertions in Anderfon’s Look
of Conftitutions, ¢ That the Fraternity exifted
¢ all over the World,”” and the numberlefs ex-
amples which he adduces of its egertions in other
countries; nay, with his repeated aflertions,
¢ that it frcquently wa. ncar perifhing in Bri-
“ tain, and that our Princes weie obliged to fend
¢ to France and other countries, for leading
“ men, to reftore it to its former energy among
 us.” We fhall find by and by that tris is not a
point of mere hiftorical curiofity, but that much
hinges on it.

In
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In the mean time, let us juft remember, that
the plain tale of Brotherly love had been polifhed
up to proteftations of univerfal benevolence, and
had taken place of loyalty and attachment to the
unfortunate Family of Stuart, which was now
totally forgotten in the Englith Lodges. The
Revolution had taken place, and King James,
with many of his moft zcalous adherents, had
taken refuge in Yrance.

But they took I'rce Mafonry with them to the
continent, where it was immediately received
by the French, and was cultivated with great
zeal in a manner {uited to the tafte and habits
of that highly polithed pcople. The Lodges in
France naturally became the rendezvous of the
adherents to the exiled King, and the means of
carrying on a correfpondence with their friends
in England. At this time allo the Jefuits ook
a more active hand in Tree Mafonry than
ever., They mﬁnuatcd themfelves iute the Eng-
Lih Lodges, where they were carefled by the
Catholics, who panted after the re-eftablifh-
ment of their faith, and tolerated by the Pro-
teftant royalifts, who thought no conceflion too
great a compenfation for their fervices. At this
time changes were made in fome of the Ma-
fonic fymbols, particularly in the tracing of the
Lodge, which bear evident marks of Jefuitical

interference.
It
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It was in the Lodge held at St. Germain’s
that the degree of Chevalier Magon Ecoffors was
addedto the three symBorrcaL degrees of Englith
Mafonry. The conftitution, as imported, appeat-
ed too coarfe for the refincd tafte of our neigh-
bours, and they muft make Mafonry more like
the occupation of a gentleman. Therefore, the
Englith degrees of Apprentice, Fellow-craft, and
Matter, were called fymbolical, and the whole con-
trivance was confidered either as typical of fome-
thing more elegant, or as a preparation for it.
The degrees afterwards fuperadded to this leave
us in doubt which of thefe views the French en-
tertained of our Mafonry. But at all events, this
rank of Scotch Knight was called the fir/? degree
of the Magon Parfait. There is a device belong.
ing to this Lodge which deferves notice. A lion,
wounded by an arrow, and efcaped from the
ftake to which he had been bound,. with the
broken rope ftill about his neck, is reprefented
lying at the mouth of 2 cave, and occupied with
mathematical inftyuments which are lying near
him. A broken crown lies at the foot of the
ftake. There can be little doubt but that this
emblem alludes to the dethronement, the capti-
vity, the efcape, and the afylum of JumesIl. and
his hopes of re-eftablifhment by the help of the
loyal Brethren. This embiem is worn as the
gorget of “the Scotch Knight. Tt is not very

certain,
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certain, however, when this degree was added,
whether immediately after king James’s Abdica-
tion, or about the time of the attempt to fet his
fon on the Britifh Throne. But it is certain,
that in 1716, this and fill higher degrees of
Mafonry were much in vogue in the Court of,
France. The refining genius of the French,
and their love of fhow, made the humble de-
nominations of the Englifh Brethren difgufting ;
and their paflion for military rank, the only cha-
racter that conneted them with the court of an
ablolute monarch, made them adapt Free Ma-
fonry to the fame fcale of public eftimation, and
invent ranks of Magons Chevaliers, ornamented
with titles, and ribands, and ftars. Thefe were
highly relithed by that vain people ; and the price
of reception, which was very high, became a
rich fund, that was generally applied to relieve
the wants of the banifhed Britith and Irith ad~
herents of the unfortunate family who had taken
refuge among ttem. Three new degrees, of No-
wicey, Eleve, and Chevalier, were foon added, and
the Parfait Magon had now feven receptions to go
through, for each of which a handfome contribu-
tion was made. Afterwards, when the firft bene-
ficent purpofe of this contribution ceafed to exift,
the finery that now glittered in all the Lodges
made a {till more craving demand for reception.
money, and-ingenuity was fet to work to invent

6 new
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pew baits for the Parfait Magon. More degrees
of chivalry werc added, interfperfed with degrees
of Philgfaphe, Pillcrin. Clairvoyant, &c. &ec. till
fome Purifian Lodges had forty-five ranks of Ma-
fonry, having fiftcen orders of chivalry. TFor a
Knighthood, with a Riband ¢nd a Star, was a
bonne bouche, given at every third ftep. For a
long while thefe degrees of chivalry proceeded on
fome faint analogies with feveral orders of chi-
valry which hal been erected in ELurope. All
of thefe had fome refetence to fome myftical doc-
trines of the Chiiftian church, and were, in faét,
contrivances of the cLurch of Rome for fecur-
ing and extending her influence on the laymen
of rank and fortune, whom fhe rctained in her
fervice by thefe play-things.  The Knighis Tem-
plars of Jerufalem, and the Knights of the De-
fert, whole office it was to protett pilgrims, and
to defend the holy city, afforded very apt models
tor Mafonic mimicry, becaufe the Temple of “o-
lomon, and the Holy Sepulchre, 2lways thared the
fame fate. Many contefted doctrines of the theo-
logians had alfo their Chevaliers to defend them.
In all this progreflive mummery we fee much
of the hand of the Jefuits, and it would feem that
it was encouraged by the church. But a thing
happened which might eafily have been forefeen.
"The Lodges had become familiar with this kind
of invention ; the profefled objett of many reaf
9 Orders
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Orders of Knighthood was often very whimfical,
or very refined and far-fetched, and it required all
the finefle of the clergy to give to it fome flight
connetion with religion or morality. The Ma-
fops, protected by their fecrecy, veatured.to go
farther. The declamations in the lodges by tha
Brother orator, muft naturally refemble the com-
pofitions of the ancient fophifts, and confift of .
wire-drawn differtations on the focial duties, where
every thing is amplified and {trained to hyperbole,
in their far-fetched and faaiciful explanations of
the fymbols of Mafonry. Thus accuftomed to
allegory, to fiction, to finefle, and to a fort of in-
nocent hypocrify by which they cajoled themfelves
into a notion that this child’s-play had at bottom
a ferious and important meaning, the zealous
champions of Free Malonry found no inchnation
to check this inventive {pirit, or circumfcribe its
flights. Under the protettion of Mafonic fecrecy,
they planned fchemes of a diflerent kind, and in-
ftead of more orders of chivalry dircéted againft
the enemies of their faith, they formed affociations
in oppofition to the ridiculous and oppreffive cere-
monies and fuperftitions of the church. There can
pe no doubt, that in thofe hidden affemblies, a free
communication of fentiment was highly relifhed
and much indulged. It was foon fufpected that
fuch ufe was made of the covert of a Mafon
JLodge; and the church dreaded the confequencesd,
an
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and endeavoured to fupprefs the Lodges. But in
vain. And when it was found, that even auricular
confeflion, and the {piritual threatenings of the
church, could not make the Brethren break their
oath of fecrecy; a full confidence in their fecurity
made thefc free-thinking Brethren bring forward,
with all the eagernefs of a miffionary, fuch fenti-
ments as they were afraid to hazard in ordinary
fociety. This was long fufpected ; but the rigours
of the church only ferved to knit the Brethren
more firmly togethers and provoked them to a
miore eager excrcife of their bold criticifms. The
Lodges became {chools of fcepticifm and infideli-
ty,and the {pirit of converfion or profelytifm grew
every day ftronger. Cardinal Dubois had before
this time laboured with all his might to corrupt
the minds of the courtiers, by patronifing, diretly
and indirectly, all fceptics who were otherwife
men of talents. He gave the young courtiers to
underftand, that if he fhould obtain the reins of
government, they fhould be entirely freed from
the bigotry of Louis XIV. and the oppreflion of
the church, and fhould have the free indulgence
of their inclinations. His own plans were difap-
pointed by his death ; but the licentious example
of his pupil the regent, who difregarded all de-
cency,completed the corruptions of the court and
the capital. This quickly fpread, with other Pari-
fian modes, into the provinces ; fo that before the

majority
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majority of Louis XV. there was hardly a man
pretendin to eminence in knowledge or reflec-
tion who did not laugh at religion. Its defend-
ers oppofed in vain to their farcalms the autho-
rity of the church in all matters of do@rine.
This authority, the traditions and the legends
of the church, werc ridiculed,* and all the reli-
gious alts and obfervances that were founded
on them. The {Lrmer were afferted to be falfe-
hcods, and the latter were called grofs fuperfti-
tion; and the national rellgxon was reprefented,
both by the infidels and by the feclaries, as an
endlefs round of troublefome ceremonies, ferving
as the fund for fupporting a fet of domincering
priefts, who thowed their difbelief of its do¢trines
by their own immoral lives, by the continual
court-refidence of their chicfs, and by their ne-
gle&t and oppreflive treatment of the only part
of their order which fhowed a concern about the
religious fentiments of the people, nomely the
cur?s, or parith- pneﬁs. Thefe men had always
been relpected as faithful paftors, as pious men,
kind to the poor, and the ready mediators be-
tween the lords and their vaflals; a circumfilance
which greatly endeared them to the people. Yet
thefe ufeiul men were kept in flavith fubjection
and in indigence, by their {uperiors; their re-
iterated remonftrances were ftified, and their pe-
titions were prevented tiom reaching «the ear of

the King. On the other hand, the higher fa-
» tions
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tions in the church were appropriated by the
great famifies. Their fons, bred in the conta-
gious habits of high birth and ample fortune,
had, in general, deviated greatly from the humble
fimplicity of a primitive bifhop. Many of them,
forfaking their diocefes, refided continually ar
court, where preferment was to be obtained ;
and here they courted the favour and dreaded the
difpleafure of a fucceflion of royal miftreffes.
Some of them had furnithed matter of fcandal,
by their immoral behaviour. Such glaring
faults, in fuch eminent ftations, ftruck every eye.
Religion fuffered greatly by this degradation ot
charaéter ; and +he infidels and libertines found
hittle difficulty in perfuading the people that the
mftitution muft be a cheat, when its doQrines are
fo belied by its dignified {cholars *. Infidelity was
almoft univerfal. Nor was this overftiained frec-
dom or licentioufnefs confined to religious opi-
nions. 1t was perhaps more naturally direted to
the reftraints arifing from civil fubordination. The
familiar name of Brother could not but tickle the
fancy of thofe of inferior rank, when they found
themlelves fide by fide with petfons whom they
eannot appreach out of doors but with cautious
refpect ; and while thefe men of rank have their
pride lulled a little, and perhaps their hearts
a little foftened by the hackneyed cant of fenti.
mental declamation on the topic of Brotherly love

* Sce the Poftfeript.
and
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and Utopian felicity, the others begin to fancy
the happy days arrived, and the light of philan-
thropy beaming from the eaft and illuminating the
Lodge. The Garret Pamphletecr enjoys his fan.
cied authority as Senior Warden, and conduts
with affectionate folemnity the young nobleman,
who pants for the honour of Mafterfhip, and he
praifes the trufty Brother who has guarded him in
his perilous jou: nies round the room. What topic
of declamation can be more agreeable than the
equality of the worthy Brgthren? and how natu.
rally will the Brother Oraror, in fupport of this fa-
vourite topic, flide into all the common-place pic-
tures of human fociety, freed from all the anxieties
attending civil diftinction, and paffing their days
in happy fimplicity and cquality! From this ftate
of the fancy, it is hardly a ftep to defcant on the
propriety, the expediency,and at laft, the juftice of
fuch an arrangement of civil fociety ; and in doing
this, one cannot avoid taking notice of the great
obftructions to human fehcxty, which we fee in
every quarter, proceedmg from theabufes of thofe
diftinCtions of rank and fortune which have arifen
in the world: and as 1he mifchiefs and horrors of
tuperftition are topics of continual declamation to
thofe who with to throw off the reftraints of re-
ligion; fo the oppreflion of the rulers of this
world, and the fufferings of talents and worth in
inferior ftations, will be no lefs greedily liftened to

by all whofe ndtions of morality are not very pure,
D2 and
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and who would be glad to have the enjoyments
of the wealthy without the trouble of labouring
for them. Free Mafonry may be affirmed to have
2 natural tendency to fofter fuch levelling withes;
and we cannot doubt but that great liberties.are
taken with thofe fubjeéts in the Lodges, efpecially
in countries where the diftinétions of rank and
fortune are ftrongly exprefled ard noticed.

But it is not amatter of mere probability that the
Mafon Lodges were the feminaries of thefe hber-
tine inflructions. Wehave diftinét procf of it,even
in fome of the French degrees. In the degree
called the Chevaticr de Solerd, thewholeirftrution
is aimed againft the eftabhithed religion of the
kingdom. The profefled objet is the emancipa-
tion from error and the difcovery of truth. The
infcription in the eaft is Sagefc, that in the north
is Liberts, that in the fouth 15 Fermets, and in
the welt it is Cuuson; terms which are very figni-
ficant. The Tres Vencrable 1s Adam; the Senior
‘Wharden is Truth, and all the Brethren are Child-
ren of Truth. The procefs of reception is very
well contrived: the whole ritual 1s decent and cir
cumf{pe(t, and nothing occurs which can alarm
the moft timid. Brother Truth is atked, What
is the hour? He informs Father Adam, that
among men it 1y the hour of darknefs, but that it
is mid-day in the Lodge. The candidate is afked,
Why lLe hes knocked at the door, and what is
become of his eight companions (he is one of the

Elis)?
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Elis)? Hefays, that the world is in darknefs; and
his companions and he have loft each other; that
Hefperus, the {tar of Europe, is obfcured by clouds
of incenfe, oflered up by fuperilition to defpots,
who have made themfelves gods, and have retired
into the inmoft recefles of their palaces, that they
ray not be recognifed to be men, while their
pricits are deceiving the people, and caufing them
to worfhip thele diviaities. This and many fimilar
fentiments are cvident allufions to the pernicious
doctrine of the book called Origine du Defpotifime
Oricntal, where the religion of all countries is con-
fideredasamere engineof ftate; whereitisdeclared
that reafon is the onlylight which nature has given
to man; that our anxiety about futurity has made
us imagine endlefs torments in a future world ; and
that princes, taking advantage of our weaknefs,
have taken the management of our hopes and
fears,and directed them fo as to fuit theirown pur-
pofes ; and emancipation from the fear of death
is declared to be'the greateft of all deliverances.
Queltions are put to the candidate, tending to
difcover whether and how far he may be trufted,
and what facrifices he is willing to make in
fearch after truth.

This fhape given to the plaftic myfteries of
Mafonry was much relithed, and in a very thort
time this ncw path was completely explored, and
a new feries of degrees wus added to thwe lift, viz.
the Novice, and the Eli de luVerit?, and the Sute

D3 o
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#me Philofophe. 1n the progrefs through thefe
degrees, the Brethren muft forger that they have
formerly been Chevalicrs de I'Orienty, Chevaliers
de I’ Aigle, when the fymbols were all explained
as typical of the life and immortality brought to
light by the gofpel. Indeed they are taught ta
clafs this among the other clouds which have
been difpelled by the fun of reafon. Even in the
Chewvalcrie de P Aigle there is a twofold cxplana-
tion given of the fymbels, by which a lively ima-
gination may conccive the whole hiltory and pe-
culiar doctrines of the New Teftament, as being
typical of the final triumph of reafon and philo-
fophy over error.  And perhaps this degree is
the very firft ftep in the plan of [LLuMINaTION.

We are not to fuppofe that this was carried to
extremity at once. But it is certain, that before
1743, 1t had becomc univerful, and that the
Lodges of T'ree Mafons had become the places for
making profclytés to every ftrantie and obpoxious
do&trine. Theurgy, Cofmogony, Calula, and many
whimfical and my ftical doétrines which have been
grafied on the diftinguifhing tenets and the pure
morality of the Jews and Chriftisns, were fub.
jeéts of frequent difcuflion in the Lodges. The
celebrated Chevalier Ramfay had a great fharc in
all this bufinefs. Affcétionately atrached to the
family of.Stuart, and to his native country, he had
co-operated hearuly with thofe who endeavoured
to employ Mafonry in thedcrvice of the Preten-

cer,
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der, and, availing himfelf of the pre-eminence
given (at firft perhaps as a courtly compliment) to
Scotch Mafonry, he laboured to fhow that it ex-
ifted, and indeed arofe, during the Ciufades, and
thattherereally waseitheranorderofchivalry whofe
bufinefs it was to rebuild the Chriftian churches
deftroyed by the Saracens, or that a fraternity of
Scotch Mafons were thus employed in the enft,
under the protettion of the Knights of St. john
of Jerufalem. He found fome faéts which were
thought fufficient grounds tor fuch an opmion,
fuch as the building of the college of thefe Knights
in London, called the Temple, which was aftu.
ally dene by the public Fraternity of Mafons
who had been in the holy wars. It is chiefly to
him that we are indebted for that rage for Mafonic
chivalry whirh diftinguifhes the French Free Ma-
fonry. Ramfay was as eminent for his piety as he
was for his enthufiafm, but his opinions were fin-
gular. His eminent learning, his clegant talents,
his amiable charatter, and particularly his eftima-
tion at court, gave great influcnce to every thing
he faid on a fubje& which was merely a matter of
fathion and amufement. Whoever has attended
much to human affairs, knows the eagernefs with
which men propagate all fingular opinions, and
the delight which attends their favourable recep-
tion. None are more zealous than the apoftles
of infidelity and atheifi2. It is ir hupan nature
to catch with gieedinefs any oppoi tunity of doing
what lics under gengral reftraint. And if our

b4 Appre-
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apprehenfion: are not completely quicted, in a
cafe where our withes lead us ftrengly to fome fa-
vourite but hazardous objc&, we are coafcious of
a kind of feif-bullying. This naturally gets into
our difcourfe, and in our eagernafs to get the en-
couragement of joint adventurers, we enforce our
tenets with an energy, and even a violence, that
is very inconfiftent with the fubjeé in hand. If I
am an Atheift, and my neighbour a thcilt, there
is furely nothing that fhould make me violent in
my endeavours to rid Him of his error. Yet how
violent were the people of this party ia France!
Thefe faéts and cbfervations fully account for
the zeal with which all this patch-work addition
to the fimple Free Mafonry of England was pro-
fecuted in France. It fuiprifes us Britons, who
are accuftomed to confider the whole as a matter
of amufement for young men, who are glad of
any pretext for indulging in conviviality. We
gencrally confider 2 man advanced in life with
lefs refpeét, if he fhows any {erious attachment
to fuch thirgs. But in France, the civil and re-
ligious refraints on counverlation mude thefe fe-
crét aflemblies very preaous; and they were
much fiequented by men of letters, who therc
found an opportunity of cxprefling in: fafety their
diffatisfadtion with thofe rcfiraints, and with that
inferiority of rank and condition, to which they
were fubjeted, and which appedred to them-
felves foinadequate totheir own talents and merits.
8 1hbe
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The Awecats au Parlement, the unbeneficed Ab-
bés, the young men of no fortune, and the /oi-
difant philofophers, formed a numerous band,
frequented the Lodges, and there difcufled every
topic of religion and politics. Specimens of this
occupation appeared from time to time in Collec-
tions of Difcourfes delivered by the Irere Orateur.
I once had in my pofleflion two volumes of thefe
difcourfes, which I now regret that 1 left in a
Lodge on the coutinert, when my relith for Free
Mfonry had forfaken me. One of thele is a dif-
courfe by miother Re vinet, delivered in the Loge
dor Chovaliers Bunferfonte de la Sawte Cité at
Lyons, at a vifitarion by the Grind Mafter the
Duc de Chartres, aftevwards Cricans and Egalir®,
In this difcourfe we have the germ and fubftance
of his noted work, La Nuturcy ou I Homme meral
ct phyfiguc *.  In another difcourfe, delivered by
Brother Condorcet in the Loge des Philaletis at
Stiafbourg, we have the oatlines of his poft-
humous work, Ee Progres de I Efprit humou. ; and
in another, dclivered by Mirabeau in the Lage des
Chevalicrs Bienfuifants at Paris, we have a great
deal ot the levelling piinciples, and cofimopoli-
tifm t, which he thundered from the tiibuncs

* And T may add the Syfime de la Nature of Diderot,
who corrcéted the crude whims of Robmnet by the more 1c-
fincd mechanifm of Hutlcy.

1 Citmenthip of the Wold 5 from the Greek words (o
mos, would, and Pole, a aty.

of
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of the National Affembly. But tne moft remark-
able performances of this kind are, the Archives
Myfico-Hermetiques, and the Des Errcurs, et de
Ia Verité. The fult is confidered as an account,
hiftorical and dogmatical, of the proccdure and
fyltem of the Loge des Chevalers Bienfaifants at
Lyons. This was the moft zealous and fyftema-
tical of all the cofmopolitical Lodges in France.
It worked long under the patronage of its Grand
Mafter the Duc de Chartres, afterwards Orleans,
and at laft Ph. Egalité. It {fent out many affiliated
Lodges, which were crected in various parts
of the French dominions. The daughter Lodges
at Paris, Strafbourg, Lille, Thouloufe, teok the
additional title of Phialeties.  There arofe [oime
fchifms, as mav be expiéted, in an Affociation
where every maa is encouraged to broach and to
propagate any the moft fingular opinion. "Thefe
{chilms were continued with fome hcat, but were
in a great meafure repaired in Lodges which
taok the name of Amis rewns de la Terité. One
of this denomination at Paris became very emi-
nent. ‘The mother Lodge at Lyons extended its
correfpondence into Germany, and other foreign
countries, and fent conflitutions or fyflems, by
which the Lodges conducted their opcrations.

I have not been able to trace the fteps by
which this Lodge acquired {fuch an afcendancy ;
but I fec, that in 1769 and 1770, all the refined

or
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or philofophical Lodges in Alface and Lorraine
united, and in a convention at Lyons, formally
put themfelves under the patronage of this Lodge,
cultivated a continual correfpondence, and con-
fidered themfelves as profefling one Mafonic
Taith, fufficiently diftinguifhable from that of
other Lodges. What this was we do not very
diftinétly know. We can only infer it from fome
hiftorical circumftances. One of its favourite
daughters, the Lodge T/cpder von der guten Rath,
at Munich, became {o remarkable for difcourfes
dangerous to church and ftate, that the Eleftor
of Bavaria, after repeated admonitions during
a courfe of five or fix years, was obliged to
fupprefs it m 1786. Another of its fuffragan
Lodges at Regenfburgh became exceedingly
obnoxious to the {tate, and occafioned feveral
commotions and infurre(tions.  Another, at
Paris, gradually refined iutc the lacobm club—
And in the year 1791, the Lodges in Alface and
Lorraine, with thofe of Spire and Worms, invited
Cuftine into Germany, and delivered Mentz into
his hands.

When we refleét on thefe hiftorical fa&ts, we
get fome key to the better underftanding of the
two performances which I mentioned as de-
feriptive of the opinions and occupations of th
Se&t of Frge Malons. The Archives M yfico-
Hermetiques exhibit @ very {trange mixture of

Myfticifir,
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Myfticifm, Theofophy, Cabaliftic whim, real Sci-
ence, Fanaticiim, and Freethinking, both in re-
ligion and politics.  They muft not be confidered
as an account of any fettled fvitem, but rather
as annals of the proceedings of the Ledge, and
abftradts of the ftrange dorines wh.ch' made
their fucceflive appearance in it.  But if an in-
telligent and cautious reader examne them at-
tentively, he will fee, that the beok is the work
of one hand, and that all the wonders and odditics
are caricatured, fo as to cagrofs the general
attention, while they alfo are twifled a lutle,
fo that in one way or another they accord with a
general fpirit of licentioufnclt in morals, religioa,
and politics.  Although every thing is exprefled
decently, and with fome caution and moderation,
atheifm, materialifm, and difcontent with civil
fubordination, pervade the whole. It is 2 work
of great art. By keeping the ridicule and the
danger of fuperftition and ignorance continually
in view, the mind is captivated by the relief
which frce inquiry and communication of fenti-
ment feems to fecure, and we are put off our
guard againft the rifk of delufion, to which we
are expofed when our judgment is warped by
our paflions.

The other book, ¢ Des Erreurs et de la Ve.
rit€,” came from the fame {chool, and is a fort

of holy fciipture, or at leaft a Talmud among
the
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the Free Mafons of Fiance. Itis intended only
for the initiated, and i indeed a myftery to any
other reader. But as the objedt of it was to
fpread the favourite opiions of fome enthufiaftic
Brethren, every thing is faid that does not dis
re€tly betray the fecrets of th> Order. 1t con-
tains a fyftem of Theofophy that has often ap-
peared in the writings of philofophers, both in
ancicnt and modetn times. ¢ All the intelli-
¢ gence and moral fendxn.cnt that appears in the
univerfe, cther diredtly, as in the minds of
men, or indircily, as an inference from the
marks of defign that we fee around us, fome
of which thow us that mcn have alted, and
many more that fome other intelligence has
atted, arc confidered as paits or portions of
a general mafs of intelhgence which exifls in
the univerfe, in the fame manner as motrer
exifts in it.  This intelligence has an infcru-
“ table connettion with the wiaterial part of the
¢ univerfe, perhaps refembling the conucétion,
¢ equally unfearchable, that fubfifts bctween
« the mind and body of man; and it may be
« confidered as the Sou/ of the World. Tt is this
« fybftance, the natural object of wonder and
¢ refpect, that men have called God, and have
« made the obje& of religious worthip. In do-
¢ ing fo they have falleninto grofs miltakes, and
¢« have credted for ihemfelves numberlefs un-

¢ founded
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founded hopes and fears, which Lave been the
fource of fuperflition and fanaticifm, the moft
deftruétive plagues that have ever afflicted the
human race. The Soul of Man is feparated
from the general mafs of intelligence by fome
of the operations of nature, which we thall ne-
ver underftand, juft s water is raifed from
the ground by evaporation, or taken up by the
root of a plant. And as the water, after an
unfearchable train of changes, in which it
fometimes makes part of a flower, fometimes
part of an animal, &c. is at laft reunited, in
its original form, tc the great mafs of waters,
ready to run over he fame ciicle again; fo
the Soul of Man, after performing its office,
and exhibiting all that train of intellectual phe-
nomena that we call human life, is at laft
fwallowed up in the great ocean of intelli-
gence.””  The author then may fing

¢« Felix qui potuit rerum cognpfcere caufas,

¢ Atque metus omnes et inexorabile fatum

« Subjecit pedibus, ftrepitumque Acherontis
¢ avar..”

For he has now got to his afylum. This deity
of his may be the obje&t of wonder, like every
thing great and incomprehenfible, but not of
worthip, as the moral Governor of the univerfe.
"The hopeg are at an end, which reft on our no-

5 tions
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tions of the immortality and individuality of the
human foul, and on the encouragement which
religion holds forth to believe, that improvement
of thdmind in the courfe of this life, by the
exercife of wifdom and of virtuous difpofitions,
is but the beginning of an endlefs progrefs in all
that can give delight to the rational and well-difz
pofed mind. No relation now fubfifts between
man and Deity that can warm the heart. But, as
this is contrary to fonie natural propenfity in the
human mind, which in all ages and natipns has
panted after fome connection with Deity, the au-
thor f{trives to avail himfelf of fome cold princi-
ples of fymmetry in the works of Nature, fome
ill-fupported notions of propriety, and other
fuch confiderations, to make this anima mundi
an objeét of love and refpect.  This is done in
greater detail in another work, Tableau des rap-
ports entre I Homme, Dicu, et 'Univers, which is
undoubtedly by the fame hand  But the intcli-
gent reader will feadily fee, that fuch incongru-
ous things cannot be reconciled, and that we can
expect nothing here but fophiftry. The author
proceeds, in the next place, to confider man as
related to man, and to trace out the path to
happinefs in this life. Here we have the fame
overftrained moiality as in the other work,
the fame univerfal benevolence, the fame la-
mentations over the miferable ftate ,of man-

kind,
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kind, rcfulting from the oppreflion of the power-
ful, the great ones of the carth, who have com-
bined againft the happinefs of mankind, agd have
fucceeded, by debafing their minds, fo that they
have become willing flaves.  Thus could not have
been brought about withoat the afli.cance of fu-
perftition.  But tlc princes of this world enlifted
into their fervice the priefts, who excited them-
felves in darkening the undaifiandings of men,
and filled ther minds with rebgious terrors.
The altar became the cluef pillar of the (hrone,
and men were held in complete fubjechion Mo-
thing can recover them from this abject flate but
knowledge. Whilethis dilfpels then fears, it will
alfo fhow them their rights, and the way to at-
tain them.

It deferves particularly to be remarked, that
thi, fyftem of opinions (af fuch an inconfiftent
mals of aflertions can be called a fyltem) bears
a great rcfemblinee to a performance of To-
land’s, publithed in 1720, called Panthefticon,
Jeu Celebratio Sodalitu Scerater. It is an account
of the principles of a Fraternity which he calls
Socratica, and the Drothers Pantheiftae.  They
are fuppoled to hold a Lodge, and the author
gives a ritual of the procedure in this Lodce ; the
ceremonies of opening and fhutting of the Lodge,
the admiflion of Members into itg different de-
grees, &c. Reafon is the Sun that illuminates the

whole
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whole, and Liberty and Equality are the objetts
of their occupations.

We {hall fee afterwards that this book was
fondly pufhed into Cermany, tranflated, coms
mented upon, and fo mifreprefented, as to call
off the attention from the real {pirit of the book,
which is intentionally wrapped up in cabala and
enigma. Mirabeau was at much pains to pro-
cure it notice; and it muft therefore be con-
fidered as a treaflure of the cofmo-political opi-
nions of the Affociation of Chevalicrs Bienfuifants,
Philalethesy and Amis Reunis, who were called
the smproved Lodges, working under the I. de
Chartres—of thefe there were 266 in 1784.
This will be found a very important remark.
Let it alfo be recolleGted afterwards, that this
Lodge of Lyons fent a deputy to a grand Con-
vention in Germany in 1772, viz. Mr. Willer-
mooz, and that the bufinefs was thought of fuch
importance, that he remained there two ycars.

The book Des Erreurs et de la Verit, wuft
therefore be confidered as a claflical book of
thefe opinions. We know that it originated in
the Loge des Chev. Bienfaifants at Lyons. We
know that this Lodge ftood as it were at thg
head of French Frce Malonry, and that the ficti-
tious Order of Mafonic Knights Templars was
formed in this Lodge, and was confidered as the
model of all the reft of this mimic chivalry.

5 They
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They proceeded fo far in this mummery, as even
to have the clerical tonfure. The Duke of Or-
leans, his fon, the Llector of Bavaria, and fome
other German Princes, did not fcruple at this
mummery in their own perfons. In all the Lodges
of reception, the Brother Orator never failed to
declaim on the topics of f{uperftition, blind to
the exhibition he was then making, or indiffer-
ent as to the vile hypocrify of it. We have, in the
lifts of Orators and Office-bearers, many names of
perfons, who have had an opportunity at laft of
proclaiming their {untiaents in public.  The
Abb¢€ Sieyes was of the I'odge of Philalethes at
Paris, and alfo at I yons. Lequmio, author of
the nuoft profligate bock that cver difgraced a
prefs, the Prougee wamncus par la Raifer , was
Warden in the Lodge Compacle Sociale.  Del-
premenil, Bailly, Fauchet, Maury, Mounicr,
were of the fame fyftem, though in different
Lodges. ‘They were called Mdrtnuﬁc from a
St. Martin, who formed a fchifm in the fyftem
of the Chovaliers Bienfaifants, of which we have
not any very precife account. Mercier gives
fome account of it in his Tablean de Paris, and
in his Anné 2440. The breach alarmed the
Brethren, and occafioned great heats. But it
was healed, and the Fraternity took the name
of Mifa du Rems, which is an anagram of des
Amis Réunis.  The Bifhop of Auiun, the man fo

bepraifed
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bepraifed as the benevolent Citizen of the
World, the friend of mankind and of good or-
der, was Senior Warden of another Lodge at Pa-
ris, eftablithed in 1786, (I think chiefly by Or-
leans and himfelf,) which afterwards became the
Jacobin Club.  In fhoit, we may affert with cons
fidence, that the Mafon Loudges in France were
the hot-beds, where the {eeds were fown, and ten-
derly reared, of all the pernicious doétrines which
{oon after choaked every moral or religious culti-
vation, and have made the Society worfe than a
wafte, have made it a noifome marfh of human
corruption, filled with every rank and poifonous
weed.

Thefe Lodges were frequented by perfons of
all ranks, and of every proleffion. Theidleand
the frivolous found amufement, and glittering
things to tickle their fatiated fancies. There they
became the dupes of the declamations of the
crafty and licentious Abbés, and writers of every
denomination. "Mutual encouragement in the
indulgence of hazardous thoughts and opi-
nions which flatter our wifhes or propenfities
is a lure which few minds can 1efift. I believe
that moft men have felt this in fome period of
their li res. I can find no other way of accounting
for the company that 1 have fomctimes {een in a
Mafon Lodge. The Lodge de lu Parfaite Intelligence
at Liege contained, i December 1770,the Prince

L2 Bithop,
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Bithop, and the greateft part of this Chapter, and
all the Office-bearers were dignitaries of the
church; yet a difcourfe given by the Brother
Orator was as poignant a fatire onfuperftition
and credulity, as if it had been written by Vol-
taire. It was under the aufpices of this Lodge
that the colle€tion of difcourfes, which I men-
tioned above, was publifhed, and there is no fault
found with Brother Robinet, nor Brother Con-
dorcet. Indeed the Trefonciers of Liege were
proverbial, even in Brabant, for their Epicurifin
in the moft extenfive fenfe of the word.

Thus was corruption fpread over the kingdom
under the mafk of meral inftrultion.  For thefe
difcourfes were full of the moft refined and
ftrained morality, and florid paintings of Uto-
pian felicity, in a ftate where all are Brothers
and citizens of the world. Butalas' thefe wire-
drawn principles {eem to have had little influen®
on the hearts, even of thofe who could beft difplay
their beauties. Read the tragedies of Voltaire,
and fome of his grave performances in profe—
What man is there who feems better to know
his Mafter’s will ? No man exprefies with more
propriety, with more exaftnefs, the feelings of
e good mind. No man feems more fenfible of
the immutable obligation of juftice and of truth.
Yet this man, in his tranfactions with his book-
fellers, with the very men to whom he was im-

8 mediately
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mediately indebted for his affluence and his fame,
was repeatedly, nay inceflantly, gwlty of the
meaneft, the vileft tricks. When he {old a work
for an enormous price 1c one bookfeller, (even to
Cramer, whom he really refpected, ) he took care
that a furreptitious edition fhould appear 1 Hol-
land, almoft at the fame moment. Proof-theets
have been traced from Ferney to Amiterdam.
When a iriend of Cramer’s expoftulated with
Voltaire on the injuftice of this conduét, he faid,
grinning, Oh/ le bon Cramecr——ch bien —il n’a que
d’ctre du parti—he may take a fhare—hc will not
give me a livre the lefs for the firft picce I of-
fer him. Where fhall we fee more tendernefs,
more honour, more love of cvery thing that is
good and fair, than in Diderot’s Pere de Famill 2
—Yet this man did not fcruple to fell to the Fia-
prefs of Rufia an immenfe library, which he did
not poflefs, for an enormous price, having got
her promife that it fhould r.main in his poffef-
fion in Paris during his life. 'When her anhafs
fador wanted to fee it, after a year or two’s pay-
ments, and the vifitation could be no longu
ftaved off, Diderot was obliged to fet off ina
hurry, and run through all the bookfellers” thops
in Germany, to help him to fill his empty thelves.
He had the good fortune 10« peorances-=
but the trick took air, becav’ he o mig-
gardly in his attentiou to the ui..' aflalor’s ficre-

Ej arye
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tary. This, however did not hinder him from
honouring lus Imperial pupil with a vifit. He ex-
peted adoration as the light of the world, and
was indeed received by the Ruflian courtiers with
all the childith fondnefs that they feel for every
Parifian mode. But they did not underftand
him, and as he did not ke to lofe money at
play, they did not long court his company. He
found his pupil too clearfighted. Ces philcfiphes,
faid the, font beaux, vis de loin y mass de plus prés,
le damant parait cryflal. He had contrived a
poor flory, by which he hoped to get his daugh-
ter married in parade, and portioned by her Ma-
jefty—but it was fecn through, and he was dif-
appointed.

When we fee the ineflicacy of this refined hu-
manity on thefe two apoftles of philofophical vir-
tuc, we fec ground for doubting of the propricty
and expedicncy of trufling entrely to it for the
peace and happinels of a flate, and we fhould
be on our guard when we liftch to the florid
fpecches of the Brother Orator, and his congra-
tulations on the cmancipation from fuperftition
and oppieifion, which will m a fhort time be
cfleCtuated by the Chovaliers Bienfarfants, the
Philalethes, or any other feét of colmo-political
Brethren.

I do not mean by all this to maintain, that
the Mafon Lodges were the fule corrupters of

the
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the public mind in France.—~No.—In all nations
that have made much progrefs in cultivation,
there is a great teadency to corruption, and it
requires all the vigilance and exertions of ma-
giftrates, and of moral inftruttors, to prevent the
{preading of licentious principles aud maxims of
conduc¢t. They arife naturally of themfelves, as
weeds in a rich foil ; and, like weeds, they are
pernicious, only becaule they are, where they
fhould not be, in a cultnated field.  Virtue is the
culrivation of the human foul, and not the mere
pofleflion of good difpofitions ; all men have thefe
in fome degree, and occafionally exhibit them.
But virtue fuppofes exertion; and, as the huf-
bandman muit be incited to his laborious tafk by
fome cogent motive, fo muft man be prompted
to that cxerton which is neceflary on the part of
every individual for the very esiftence of a great
focicty : for man is indolent, and he is luxu-
rious; he wifhes for cnjoyment, and this with
little trouble. The lefs fortunate envy the unjoy-
ments of others, and repine at their own m-
ability to obtain the uke. They fec the idlc in
aflluence. Few, cven of good men, have the can-
dour, nay, I may call it the wif-lom, to think on
the activity and the labour which had procur:d
thofe comforts to the r.ch or to ther anceflr -3
and to believe that thev are idle only vecarife they
are wealthy, but would be ahive if ti]ey were

L4 needy.
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meedy. Such fpontaneous refleions cannot be
expected in perfons who arc engaged in unceafing
labour, to procure a vuy moderate fhare (in
their eftimation at leaft) of the comforts of
life. Yet fuch refleftions would, in the mein, be
juft, and furely they would gr.atly tend to quiet
the minds of the unfuccefsful.

This excellent purpofe may be greatly for-
warded by a national eftablifhment for moral in-
ftruction and admonition ; and if the public in-
ftructors thould add all the motives to virtuous
moderation which are fuggelted by the confider-
ations of genuine religion, every advice would
have a tentfold influence.  Religious and moral
inftruftions are therefore, in their own nature,
unequivocal fupports to that moderate esertion
of the authority arifing from civil fubordination,
which the moft refined philanthropift or ccfmo-
polite acknowledges to be neceffary for the very
exiftence of a great and culivated fociety. 1
have never feen a ichenic of Utopian happinefs
that did not contain fome fyftem of education,
and I cannot conceive any fy ftem of education of
which moral mftruétion is not a principal part,
Such eftaclithizonts are diftates of nature, and
obtrude themfelves on the mind of e ery perfon
who begins 10 form plans of civil vnion.  And in
all exifting focicties they have indeed been form-
ed, and are confidered as the greateft corrector

and
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and foother of thofe difcontents that are unavoide
able in the minds of the unfuccefstul and the un-
fortunate. The maoifltrate, therefore, whefe pro-
feflional habits lead him frequently toexert imfelf
for the maintenanc of public peaceycanncs but {eg
the advantages of -uch flated remembrancers of
our duty. He wil' therefore fapport and cherith
this public eftat-lithment, wi.i 'y lo evidently affifts

him in his benercont and 101 ortant labours,
But all the evils of o do not fpring from
the difcontents and the vices of the poor. The
rich come in for a large and a conly.cunus fLare.
They frequently abufe their advantages.  Pride
and haughty behaviour on therr part rankle in
the breafts, and affe&t the tempers of their infe-
riors, already fretted by the hardihips of their
own condition. The rich alfo are luxurious;
and are nften needy.  Gra'ping at cvery mean of
gratification, they are inattentive to the righ*s of
inferiors whom shey defpife, and, dcfpifing, op-
prefs.  Perhaps their own fuperiority has becn
acquired by injuftice.  Perhaps moft fovereign-
ties have been acquired by oppreflion.  Princes
and Rulers are but men; as fuch, they abufe many
of their greateft bleflings. Obferving that rchigious
hopes make the good refigned under the hard-
fhips of the prefent fcene, and that its terrors
frequently reftramn th= bad ; they avail themfelves
of thefe obfervations, and fupport religion as an
engine
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engine of ftate, and a mean of their own fecurity.
But they are not contzuted with its real advan-
tages ; and they are much more afraid of the re-
fentment and the crimcs of theoflended profligate,
than of the murmurs of the {uffering worthy.
Therefore they encourage fuperftition, and call
to their aid the vices of the priefthood. The priefts
are men of like pafiions as other men, and it is
no ground of peculiar blame that they alfo fre-
quently yicld to the temptations of ther fituation.
They arc encouraged to the indulgence of the
ove of influence nainral to all men, and they heap
terror upon terror, to fubdue the minds of men,
and darken their underftandings. Thus, the moft
honourable of all employments, the moral in-
firuction of the flote, is degraded to a vile rrade,
and 1s practifed with all the deceit and rapacity
ef any other trade; and rcdigion, from being
the honour and the fafeguard of a nation, be-
comcs its greatell difgrace and curfe.

‘When a nation has fallen into this lamentable
ftate, it is extremely diflicult to reform.  Al-
though nothing would fo immecdiately and fo
completely removeall ground of complaint, as the
re-eftablithing private virtue, this is of all others
the leaft likely to be adoptcd. The really worthy,
who fee the mifchief where it aftually is, but who
view this life as the {chool of improvement, and
know that man is to be made purfelt through

fullcring,
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fuffering, are the laft perfons to complain.  The
worthiefs are the moft dicontented, the moft
noify in their complamts, and the leaft ferupulous
about the means of redrefs. Not to improve the
nation, but to advance themlelves, they turn the
attention to the abufts of power and influence.
And they begin their attack where they think
the place moft defencelefs, and where perhaps
they expet afliffance fromadifcontented garrifon.
They artack {uperflition, and are not at all folici-
tous that true religion fhall not {affer along with
it. Itisnot, perhaps, with any dire¢t intention to
ruin the ftate, but merely to obtain indulgence for
themfelves and the co-opcration of the wealthy.
They expect to be liftened to by many who with
for the fame indulgence; and thusiris that reli-
gious free-thinking is generally the firlt ftep of
anarchy and revolution. For in a corrupted flate,
perfons of allranks havethe fame hicentious withes,
and if fuperftiticus, fear be really an ingredient
of the human mind, it requires fome /fruggle to
fhake it off. Nothingis {o effettual as mutual cn-
couragement, and therefore all jom againtt prieft-
craft ; even the rulers forget their intereft, which
fhould lead them to fupport it. In fuch a ftate,
the pure morality of true religion vanifhes from
the fight. There is commonly no remains of it
in the religion of the nation, and thercfore all
goes togcther.

Perhaps
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Perhaps there never was a nation where all
thefe co-operating caufes hud acquired greater
ftrength than in France. Oppreflions of ail kinds
were at a height. The luxuries of life were en-
joyed exclufively by the upper clafles, and this n
the higheft derree of refinem:nt ; fo that the de-
fires of the reft were whetted to the utmoft.
Even religion appeared in an unwelcome form,
and feemed chiefly calculated for procuring efta-
blithments for the younger fons of infolent and
ufelefs nobility. For numbers of men of letters
were excluded, by their birth, from all hopes of
advancement to the higher ftations in the church.
Thefe men frequently vented their difcontents by
fecretly joining the laics in their bitter fatircs on
fuch in the higher orders of the clergy, as had
fcandaloufly departed from the puritv and fim-
plicity of manners which Chnifhanity enjoins.
Such examples were not unfrequent, and none
was fpared in thofe bitter invectives. Rel:gion
fuffered, and its defences were too feeble when
not fupported by the blamelefs lives of its lead-
ers. The faith of the nation was fhaken; and
when, in a few inftances, a worthy Curé uttered
the fmall flill voice of true religion, it was not
heard amidit the general noife of fatire and re-
proach. The mifcondu& of adminiftration, and
the abufc of the public trealures, were every day

growing
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growing more impudent and gliring, and expofed
the government to ccnunual criticifim.  But it
was ftill too powerfu! ro fuffer this to proceed to
extremities ; while therctore infidelity and loofe
fentiments of mo:ality paficd unpunified, it was
{ill very hazardous to publifh any thing apamft
the ftate. It wos in this refpect chiefly, thar the
Mafon Lod res contiibuted to the diflemination of
dangerous opinions, 4 ' they were employed for
this purpofc all over the kingdom.  Thisis not an
affertion hazard.d merely on arcount of its pro-
bability. Abundant proof will appear by and by,
that the moft turbulent charaéters in the narion
frequented the Lodges.  We cannot doubt, but
that urder this covert they indulged their fachious
difpofitions 3 nay, we fhall find the groatddt part
of thc Lodges ot France converted, m the courle
of o very few weeks, into correfpondmng pohitical
{ocietics.

But it is now time to turn our eyces to the pra-
grefs of Frec Mafonry in Germany and the north
of Europe; thae it took a more ferious turn.
Free Mafonry was imported into Germany fome-
what later than into France. The firfl German
Lodge that we have any account of is that at Co-
logne, erefred in 1716, but very foon fupprefled.
Before the year 172 there were many, both in
Proteftant and Catholiv Germany. Thofe of

Wetzlar,
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Wetzlar, Frankfort on the Mayne, Brunfwick,
and Hamburg, are the oldeft, nd their priority is
doubtful.  All of them 1eceived then inftitution
from England, and had patents from a mother
Lodge in London.  All feem to hiave got the myf-
tery throupgh the fame channel, the banifhed
friends of the Stuart fanuly, Many of thefe
were Catholics, and enterel into the fervice of
Aulfiria and the Catholic princes.

The true hofpitality, that 15 no where mote
confpicuous than in the character of the German ,
made this infhitution a moft agrecable and ufeful
paflport to thefe gentlemen, and as many of them
were in military flations, and in garnion, they
found it a very eafy matter to fet up Lodgesinall
parts of Germany. Thefe afforded a very agree-
able poflime to the officers, who had little to oc-
cupy them, and were already accuftomed to a
fubordination which did not afle@ their vanity on
account of fanuly diftinétions. , As the Infign nd
the General weie equally gentlemen, the allegory
or play of univerfal Biotherhood was ncither
novel nor difgulting.  Yree Mafonry was then of
the fimpleft form, confifting of the three degrees
of Appientice, Fellow-craft, and Mafter. Itis
remarkable, that the Germans had Lecn long ac.
cuftomed to the word, the fign, and the gripe of
the Mafons, and fome other handicraft trades. In
many parts of Germany there was a diftinion

5 of
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of operative Mafons into Wort-Maurers and
Schirifr-Maurers.  The Wort-Maurers had no
other procf to give of their having been regulaily
brought up to the trade of builders, but the word
and figns; the Schrift-Maurers had written in-
dentures to thew. There are extant and in force,
borough laws, enjoining the Mafters of Mafons to
give employment to journeymen who had the
proper words and fign.  In particular it appears,
that fome cities had more extenfive privileges in
this refpect than others.  The word given at
Wetzlar, the feat of the great counad of revifion
for the empire, entitled the pofleflor to work over
the whole empire. \We¢ may infer from the pro-
cefles and decifions in fome of thofe municipal
courts, that a mafter gavc a word and token for
cach year’s progrefls ot his apprentice.  He gave
the word of the incorporated Imperial city or
borough on which he dcpended, and alfo a word
peculiar to himfelf, by which all his own pupils
could recognife each cther. Thi> mode of 1ccog -
nifance was probably the only document of edu-
cation in old times, while writing was confined to
a very {mall part cf the community. When we
refle¢t en the nature of the German empite, a
confederation of {mall independent ftates, we fee
that this profefion cannot keep pace with the
other mechanic arts, unlels its prallitioners are
invefted with greater privileges than othess. Their

great
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great works exceed the ftrength of the immediate
neighbourhood, and the workmen muft be
brought together froma diftance. Their aflociation
mult therefore be more ca. ui for by the public *,

When Englifh Free Mafonry was carried into
Germany, it was holpitably reccived. It re-
quired little effort to give it refpelability, and to
make it the occupation of a gentleman; and its
fecrets and myfterieg were not fuch novelties as in
France. It fpread rapidly, and the fimple topic
of Brotherly love was fufficient for recommend-
ing it to the honeft and hofpitable Germans. But
it foon took a very diffcrent turn. The German
character is the very oppofite of frivolity. It tends
to ferioufnefs, and requires ferions occupation.
The Germans arc emin.nt for their turn for invef-
tigation; and pethaps they indulge this to excefs.
We call them plodding and dull, becaufe we have
little relith for inquuiry for its own fake. But thisis
furely the occupation of a rational nature, and
deferves any name but ftupidity. At the fame
time it mufl be acknowledged, that the fpurit of
inquiry requires regulation as much as any pro-
penfity of the human mind. But it appears that
the Germans are not nice in their choice of their

® Note the Wort or Giufs-Maurer wete abolifhed by an
Iroperial editin 1531, aud none were criitled to the prvi-
leges of the cuiporation but {uch as could thow written in-

dentures.
objells ;
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objedts ; it appears that fingularity and wonder,
and difficulty of refearch, are to them irrefifhible
recommendations and incitements. They have
always exhibited a {ftrong prediletion for every
thing that is wonderful, or [clemn, or terrible ;
and in fpite of the great progrefs which men
have made in the courfe of thefe two laft centu-
ries, in the knowledge of nature, a progrefs too
in which we fhould be very unjuft if we did not
acknowledge that the Germans have been gene.
rally in the foremoft ranks, the grofs abfurdities
of magic, exorcifin, witchaaft, fortune-telling,
tranfmutation of metals, and univerfal medicine,
have always had their zealous partifans, who
have liftened with greedy cars to the nonfenfe
and jargon of fanatics and cheats ; and though
they every day faw examples of many who had
been ruined or rendered ridiculous by their cre-
dulity, every new pretender to fecrets found
numbers ready to liften to him, and to run over
the fame courfe,

Free Mafonry, profefling myfteries, inftantly
roufed all thefe people,andthe Lodges appeared to
the adventurers who wanted to profit by the en-
thufiafm or the avarice of their dupes, the fittelt
places in the world for the fcene of their opera-
tions. The Rofycrucians were the firft who
availed themfelves of the opportunity. This was
not the Society which had appeared formerly

F under
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under that name, and was now extiné, but a fet
of Alchymifts, pretenders to the tranfmutation
of metals and the univerfal medicine, who, the
better to inveigle their votaries, had mixed with
their own tribes a good deal of the abfurd
fuperftitions of that fe, in order to give a
greater air of myftery to the whole, to pro-
tract the time of inftruétion, and to afford more
room for evafions, by making fo many difficult
conditions neceffary for perfedting the grand
work, that the unfortunate gull, who had thrown
away his time and his money, might believe
that the failure was owing to his own incapacity
or unfitnefs for being the pofleflor of the grand
fecret.  Thefe cheats found it convenient to make
Mafonry one of their conditions, and by a {mall
degree of art, perfuaded their pupils that hey
were the only true Mafons. Thefe Rofycrucian
Lodges were foon eftablithed, and became nume-
rous, becaufe their myfteries were addrefled, both
to the curiofity, the fenfuality, and the avarice
of men. They became a very formidable band,
adopting the conftitution of the Jeluits, dividing
the Fraternity into circles, each under the ma-
nagement of its own Superior, known to the
prefident, but known to the individuals of the
Lodges. Thefe Superiors were conneéted with each
other in a way known only to themfelves, and
the whole was under one General. At leaft this

is
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is the account which they with to be believed.
It it be juft, nothing but the abfurdity of the
oftenfible motives of their occupations could have
prevented this combination from carrying on
fchemes big with hazard to the peace of the
world. But the Rofycrucian Lodges have al-
ways been confidered by other Free Mafons as
bad Societies, and as grofs {chifmatics. This did
not hinder, however, their alchymical and me-
dical fecrets from Leing frequently introduced
into the Lodges of fimple Free Mafonry ; and in
like manner, exorcifn, or ghoft-raifing, magic,
and other grofs fuperftitions, were ofren held
out in their meetings as attainable myfteries,
which would be immenfe acquifitions to the Fra-
ternity, without any neceflity of admitting along
with them the religious deliriums of the Rofy-
crucians.

In 1743, Baron Hunde, a gentleman of ho-
nourable character and independent fortune, was
inParis, where hé faid he had got acquainted with
the Earl of Kilmarnock and fome other gentlemen
who were about the Pretender, and learned from
them that they had fome wonderful fecrets in
their Lodges. He was admitted, through the me-
dium of that nobleman, and of a Lord Clifford,
and his Mafonic patent was figned Geerge (faid
to be the fignature of Kilmarnock). IHunde had
attached himfelf to ti.~ fortunes of the Rretender,

F2 i}
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in hopes (as he fays himfelf) of rifing in the
world under his protetion. The mighty fecret
was this, ¢ When the Order of Knights Tem-
“ plars was abolifhed by Philip the Fair, and
¢ cruelly perfecuted, fome worthy perfons efcap-
“ed, and took refuge in the Highlands of
* Scotland, where they concealed themfelves in
¢ caves. Thefe perfons poflefled the true fecrets
‘ of Mafonry, which had always been in that
¢ Order, having been acquired by the Knights,
*¢ during their fervices in the Eaft, from the pil-
¢ grims whom they occafionally protefted or de-
¢ livered. The Chevaliers de la Rofe-Croix con-
¢ tinved to have the fame duties as formerly,
¢ _though robbed of their emoluments. In fine,
¢ every true Mafon is a Knight Templar.” It
is very true that a clever fancy can accommn.
date the ritual of reception of the Chevalier de
PEpée, &c. to fomething like the inftitution of
the Knights Templars ; and perhaps this explana-
tion of young Zerobabel’s pilgrimage, and of the
rebuilding of the Temple by Ezra, is the moft
fignificant explanation that has been given of the
meagre fymbols of Free Mafonry.

When Baron Hunde returned to Germany, he
exhibited to fome friends his extenfive powers for
propagating this fyftem of Mafonry, and made
a few Knights. But he was not very attive.
Probably the failure of the Pretender’s attempt

to
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to recover the throne of his anceftors had put an
end to Hunde’s hopes of making a figure. In
the mean time Free Mafonry was cultivated with
zeal in Germany, and many adventurers found
their advantage in fupporting parucnlar {chifms.
But in 1756, or 1757, a complete revolution,
took place. The French officers who were pri-
foners at large in Berlin, undertook, with the
aflurance peculiar to their nation, to inftruét the
fimple Germans in every thing that embellifhes
fociety. They faid, that the homefpun Free Ma-
fonry, which had been imported fiom Fngland,
was fit only for the unpolithed minds of the Bri-
dfh; but that in France it had grown into an
elegant fyftem, fit for the profeffion of Gentle-
men. Nay, they faid, that the Englifh were ig-
norant of true Mafonry, and poffeficd nothing
but the introduétion to it; and even this was not
underftood by them. When the ribands and
ftars, with which the French had ornamented
the Order, were fhown to the Germans, they
could not refift the enchantment. A Mr,
Rofa, a French commiffary, brought from Paris
a complete waggon-load of Mafonic ornaments,
which were all diftributed before it had reached
Berlin, and he was obliged to order another, to
furnith the Lodges of that city. It became for a
while 2 moft profitzble bufinefs to many French
officers and commifluries difperfed dver Ger-
F3 many,
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many, having little elfe to do. Every body
gaped for inftrution, and thefe kind teachers
were always ready to beftow it. In half a year
Free Mafonry underwent a complete revolution
all over Germany, and Chevaliers multiplied
without number. The Rofaic fyftem was a gof-
pel to the Mafons, and the poor Britith fyltem
was defpifed. But the new Lodges of Berlin, as
they had been the teachers of the whole empire,
wanted alfo to be the governors, and infifted on
complete fubjetion from all the others. This
ftartled the Free Mafons at a diftance, and awaked
them from their golden dreams. Now began a
ftruggle for dominion and for independency.
This made the old Lodges think a little abeut
the whole affair. The refult of this was a coun-
ter revolution. Though no man could pretend
that he undeiftood the true meaning of I'ree Ma-
fonry, its origin, its hiftory, or irs real aim,
all faw that the interpretations,of their hiero-
glyphics, and the rituals of the new degrees
imported from France, were quite gratuitous.
It appeared, therefore, that the fafeft thing for
them was an appeal to the birth-place of Ma-
fonry. They fent to London for inftructions,
There they learned, that nothing was acknow-
ledged for genuine unfophifticated Mafonry but
the three degrees; and that the mother Lodge
6f London alone could, by her inftructions, pre-

vent
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vent the moft dangerous {chifms and innova.
tions. Many Lodges, therefore, applied for pa-
tents and inftractions. Patents werc eafily made
out, and moft willingly fent to the zealous Bre-
thren; and thefe were thankfully received and
paid for. But inftruttion was not {o eafy a mat.
ter. At that time we had nothing but the book
of conftitutions, drawn up about 1720, by An.
derfon and Defaguilliers, two perfons of little
education, and of low manners, who had aimed at
little more than making a prerext, not altogether
contemptible, for a convivial meeting. This,
however, was received with refpe®. We are apt
1o fmile at grave men’s being fatisfied with fuch
coarfe and {canty fare. But it was of ufe, merely
becaufe it gave an oftenfible reafon for refifting
the defpotifin of the Lodges of Berlin. Several
refpectable Lodges, particularly that of Frank-
fort on the Mayne, that of Brunfwick, that of
Wetzlar, and the Royal York of Berlin, refo-
lutely adhered to the Englith fyflem, and denied
themfelves all the enjoyment of the French de-
grees, rather than acknowledge the fupremacy of
the Rofaic Lodges of Beilin.

About the year 1764 a new revolution took
place. An adventurer, who called himfelf Johnfon,
and pafled himfelf for an Englifhman, but who
was really a German or Bohemian named Leucht,
faid that he was ambaifador from the Chapter of

r4 Kagights
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Knights Templars at Old Aberdeen in Scotland,
fent to teach the Germans what was truc Mafonry.
He pretended to tranfmute metals, and fomc of
the Brethren declared that they had feen him do
it repeatedly. ' This reached Baron Hunde, and
brought back all his former enthufiafm. There
is fomething very dark in this part of the hiftory;
for in a little, Johnfon told his partifans that the
only point he had to inform them of was, that
Baron Hunde was the Grand Mafter of the 7th
province of Mafonry, which included the whole of
Germany, and the royal dominions of Pruffia.
He fhowed them a map of the Mafonic Empire
arranged into provinces, each of which had difs
tinguifhing emblems. Thefe are all taken from
an old forgotten and infignificant book, 7ypots
Symbola Divina et Humana, publithed in 1€o1.
There is not the leaft trace in this book either of
Maionry or 'Templars, and the emblems arc taken
out without the fmalleft ground of fclettion.
Some inconfiftency with the former magnificent
promifes of Johnfon ftartled them at firft,but they
acquiefced and fubmitted to Baron Hunde, as
Grand Mafter of Germany. Soon after Johnfon
turned out to be a cheat, efcaped, was taken, and
put in prifon, where he died. Yet this feems
not to have ruined the credit of Baron Hunde.
He erefted Lodges, gave afew fimple inftruétions,
all in the fyflem of Englilh Mafonry, and pro-

9 mifed,
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mifed, that when they had approved themfelves as
good Malons, he would then impart the mighty
fecret. After two or three years of noviciate, a
convention was held at Alienberg; and he told
them that his whole fecret was, that every true
Mafon was a Knght Templar. They were
aftonithed, and difappointed ; for they expetted
in general that he would teach them the philofo-
pher’s ftone, or ghoft-raifing, or magic. After
much difcontent, falling out, and difpute, many
Lodges united in this fyftem, made fomewhat
moderate and palatable, under the name of the
StricT DiscIPLINARIANS, Strickten Obfervanz.
It was acceptable to many, becaufe they infifted
that they were really Knights, properly confe-
crated, though without temporalities ; and they
ferioufly fet themfelves about forming a fund
which fhould fccure the Order in a landed pro-
perty and revenue, which would give them a
refpectable civil egiftence. Hundc declared that
his whole eftate fhould devolve on the Order.
But the vexations which he afterwards met with,
and his falling in love with a lady who prevailed
on him to become Roman Catholic, made him
alter his intention. The Order went on, how-
ever, and acquired confiderable credit by the
ferions regularity of their proceedings; and, al,
though in the mean timea new apoftle of Myfteries,
@ Dr. Zinzepdorff, one of the Stri? Ofervanz,

introduced
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introduced a new {yftem, which he faid was from
Sweden, diftinguithed by fome of the myftical doc-
trines of the Swedenborgh fe&, and though the
fyftem obtained the Royal patronage, and a Na-
tional Lodge was eftablifhed at Berlin by patent,
ftill the Tempelorden, or Order dos Striéten Obfer-
vanz, continued to he vay refpedtable. The
German gentry were better pleafed with a Grand
Mafter of their own choofing, than with any im-
pofed on them by authority.

Puring this ftate of things, one Stark, a Pro-
teftant divine, well known in Germany by his
writings, made another trial of public faith. One
Gugomos, (a private gentleman, but who would
pafls for fon to a King of Cyprus,) and cneSchrop-
fer, keeper of a coffee-houfe at Nuremberg, Jdrew
crowds of Free Mafons around them, to learn
ghoft-raifing, exorcifin, and alchymy. Numbers
came from a great ditlance 10 Weitbad to fee and
learn thefe myfteries, and Free Mafonry was on
the point of another revolution.  Dr. Stark was
an adept in all thefe things, and had contended
with Caglioftro in Courland for the palm of fupe-
riority. He faw that this deception could not
long ftand its ground. He therefore came for-
ward, at a convention at Braunichweiz in 1772,
and faid to the Strict Difciplinarians or Templars,
That he was of their Order, but of the {piritual
department, and was deputed by the Chapter of

Ke—memd—t
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K—m—d—t in Scotland, where he was Chan.
cellor of the Congregation, and had the name of
Archidemides, Eques ab Aguila fulva That
this Chapter had the fuperintendance of the
Order: That they alone could confecrate the
Knights, or the unknown fuperiors ; and that he
was deputed to inftrut them in the real principles
of the Order, and impart its ineftimable fecrets,
which could not be known to Baron Hunde, as
he would readily acknowledge when he fhould
converfe with him. Johnfon, he faid, had been
a cheat, and probably a murderer. He had got
fome knowledge from papers which he muft have
ftolen from a miffionary, who had difappeared,
and was probably killed. Gugomos and Schrop-
fer muft have had fome fimilar information ; and
Schropfer had even deceived him for a time.
Ilc was ready to execute his commiffion, upon
their coming under the neceffary obligations of
fecrecy and of fubmiffion. Hunde {whofe namg
in the Order was the Eques ab I'nfe ) acquielced
at once, and propofed a convention, with full
powers to decide and accept. But a Schubart,
a gentleman of charaéter, who was treafurer to the
Templar Mafons, and had an employment which
gave him confiderable influence in the Order,
ftrongly diffuaded them from fuch a meafure.
The moft unqualified fvbmiflion to unknown Su-
periors, and to conditions ¢qually unknowhy was

13 required
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required previous to the fmallelt communication,
or any knowledge of the powers which Archide-
mides had to treat with them. Many meetings
were held, and many attempts were made to learn
fomething of this fpiritual cour*, and of what
they might expect from them. Dr. Stark, Baron
Weggenfak, Baron Von Raven, and fome others
of his coadjutors in the Lodges at Koningfberg
in Pruffia, and at Wifimar, were received into
the Order. But in vain—notlung was obtained
from thefe ghoftly Knights but fome infignificant
ceremonials of receptions and confecrations. Of
this kind of novelties they were already heartily
fick ; and though they all panted after the ex-
petted wonders, they were fo much frightened
by the unconditional fubmiffion, that they could
come to no agreement, and the fecrets of the
Scotch Congregation of K—m—d—t ftill re-
main with Dr. Stark. They did, however, a fen-
fible thing ; they fent a deputation to Old Aber-
deen, to inquire after the caves where their ve-
nerable myfteries were known, and their treafures
were hid. They had, as they thought, merited
fome more confidence; for they had remitted
annual contributions to thefe unknown Superiors,
to the amount of fome thoufands of rixdollars.
But alas! their ambaffadors found the FreeMafons
of Old Aberdeen ignorant of all this, and as eager
to leavh from the ambaffadors what was the true

origin
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origin and meaning of Free Malfonry, of whick
they knew nothing but the fimple tale of Qld Hi
ram. This broke Stark’s credit ; but he #ill in-
fifted on the reality of his commifhion, and faid
that the Brethren at Aberdeen were indeed ig-
norant, but that he had never faid otherwife; their
expectations from that quarter had refted on the
fcraps purloined by Johnfon. He reminded them
of a thing well known to themlelves; that one of
them had been fent for by a dying nobleman to
reccive papers on this fubjeé, ond that his vifit
having been delayed a few hours by an unavoid-
able accident, he found all burnt but a fragment
of a capitulary and a thing in cypher, part of
which he {(Dr. Stark) had explained to them.
They had employed another gentleman, a H.
Wachter, to make fimilar inquiries in Iraly, where
Echropfer and others (even Hunde) had told
them great fecrets were to be obtained from the
Pretender’s fecretary Approfi, and athers, Wach-
ter told them, that all this was a fition, but that
he had feen at Florence fome Brethren from the
Holy Land, who really poflefled wonderful fecrets,
which he was willing to impart, on proper cona
ditions. Thg{e, however, they could not accede
to; but they were ctuclly tortured by feeing Wach-
ter, who had left Germanyin fober circumflances,
now a man of great wealth and expence. Ie
would not acknowledge 1hiat he had gor tiWcret

of
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of gold-making from the Afiatic Brethren; but
faid that no man had any right to afk him how he
had come by his fortune. It was enough that he
behaved honourably, and owed no man any thing.
He broke off all conne&ions with them, and left
them in great diftrefs about their Order, and
panting after his fecrets. Rifum tencatis amict!

Stark, in revenge for the oppofition he had
met with from Schubart, left no ftone unturned
to hurt him with his Brethren, and fucceeded, fo
that he left them in difguft. Hunde died about
this time. A book appeared, called, The Stum-
bling Block and Rock of Offince, which betrayed (by
their own confeflion) the whole fecrets of the Or-
der of Templars,and foon made an end of it,es far
as it went beyond the fimple Englith Mafonr 7.

Thus was the faith of Free Mafons quite nn-
hinged in Germany. But the rage for myfteres
and wonder was not in the leaft abated ; and the
habits of thefe fecret Affembiies were beconiing
every day more craving. Diflenfion and fchilin
was multiplying in every quarter ; and the In-
ftitution, inftead of being an incitement to mu-
tual complaifance and Brotherly love, had be-
come a fource of contention, and of bitter en-
mity. Not fatisficd with defending the propricty
of its own Inftitutions, each Syftem of I'ree Ma-
fonry was bufy in enticing away the parsifans of
other Syftems, fhut their Lodges againft each

other,
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other, and proceeded even to vilify and perfecute

the adherents of every Syftem but their own.
Thefe ammofities arofe chiefly from the quar.
rels about precedency, and the arrogance (as it
was thought) of the patent Lodge of Berlin, in
pretending to have any authority in the other
parts of the empire. But thefe pretenfions were
not the refult of mere vanity. The French im-
porters of the new degrees, always true to the
glory of their nation, hoped by this means to fe-
cure the dependence even of this frivolous foci-
ety; perhaps they might forefee pclitical ufes and
benefits which might arife fromit. One thing is
worth notice: the French Lodges had all ema-
nated from the great Confederation under the
Duke de Chartres; and, even if we had no other
proof, we might prefume that they would culti-
vate the fame principles that charadterifed that
Se&, BulL we are certain that inﬁdelity and
laxity of moral principles were prevalent in the
Rofaic Lodges, and that the obfervation of this
corruption had offended many of the fober old~
fathioned Lodges, and was one great caufe of any
check that was given to the brilliant Mafonry of
France. It is the obfervation of this circum-
ftance, in which they all refembled, and which
foon ceafed to be a diftinétion, becaufe it pervaded
the other Lodges, that hasinduced me to expatiate
more on this hiftory of Free Mafonryin Gegnany,
than



86 THE SCHISMS IN CHAP. T,

than may appear to my readers to be adequate to
the importance of ¥ree Mafonry in the general
fubje&-matter of thefe pages. ButI hope thatit
will appear in the courfe of my narration that ¥
have not givenit a greater value than it delerves.
About this very time thcre was a great revolu-
tion of the public mind in Germany, and fcepti-
<ifm, infidelity, and irreligion, not only were pic-
valent in the minds and manners of the wealthy
and luxurious, and of the profligate of lower
ranks, but began to appear in the productions
of the prefs. Some circumitances, peculiar to
Germany, occafioned thefe declenfions from
the former acquiclcence in the faith of their
forefathers to becowme ore uniform and
remarkable than they would otherwife have
been. The confeflions of Germany are the Ro-
man Catholic, the Lutheran, (which they calt
Proteftant,) and the Calvinift (which they eall
Reformed). Thele are profefled in many fmall
contiguous principalitics, and thete is hardly one
of thern in which all the three have not free exer-
cife. The defire of making profelytes is natural
to all ferious profeffors of a rational faith, and
was frequently exerciled. The Roman Catholics
are fuppofed by us to be particularly zealous;
and the Proteftants (Lutherans and Calvinifls)
were careful to oppofe them by every kind of ar-
gument, among which thofe of ridicule and re-
proach
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proach wete not fpared. The Catholics accufed
them of infidelity refpefting the fundamental doc-
trines of ChrifHanity which they profeffed to be-
lieve, and even with refpe to the dorines of
natural religion. This accufation was long very
flightly fupported; but, of late, by better proofs.
The fpirit of free inquiry was the great boaft of
the Proteftants, and their only fupport againft the
Catholics, fecuring them both in their religious
and civil rights. It was therefore encouraged by
their governments. It is not to be wondered at
that it thould be inJulged to excefs, or improper-
ly, even by ferious men, lisble to error, in their -
difputes with the Catholics. In the progrefs of
this conteft, even their own Confeflions did not
efcape criticifu, and it was afferted that the Re-
tormation which thofe Confefiions exprefs was not
complcte. Further Reformations were propofed.
The Scriptures, the*foundation of our faith, werc
examined by clergymen of very different capaci-
ties, difpofitions, and views, ull by explaining,
correfting, allegoiifing, and otherwife twifling
the Bible, men’s min's had hardly any thing
lett to reft on as a dolrmme of 1cvealed religion.
This encouraged others to go farther, and to fay
that revelation was a folecifin, as plainly appeared
by the irrecongileable differences among thofe
Enlighreners (fo they were callid) of the pib-
lic, and that man had nothing to truft tq but

a the
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the diGtates of natural reafon. Another fet of
writers, proceeding from this as a point alrcady
fettled, profcribed all religion whatever, and
openly taught the dotrines of materialifm and
atheifm. Moft of thefe innovations were the work
of Proteftant divines, from the caufes that I have
‘mentioned. Teller, Semier, Eberhardt, Lefling,
Bahrdt, Riem, and Shultz, had the chief hand
in all thefe innovations. But no man contributed
more than Nicholai, an eminent and learned
bookfeller in Berlin. He has been for many
years the pubhiher of a periodical work, called
the General German Library, (" Algemein deutfebe
Bibliothek, ) confilting of original differtations,
and reviews of the writings of others. The great
merit of this work, on account of many learned
differtations which appear in it, has procured it
much influence en that clafs of readers whofe
leifure or capacity did not allow them a more pro-
found kind of reading. This isthebulk of readers
in every country. Nicholai gives a decided pre-
ference to the writings of the Enlighteners, and
in his reviews treats them with particular netice,
makes the public fully acquainted with their
works, and makes the moft favourable com-
ments; whereas the performances of their op-
ponents, or more properly fpeaking, the defenders
of_:He National Creeds, are negletted, omitted,
or barely mentioned, or they are criticifed with

every
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every feverity of ridicule and reproach. He fell
upon a very fure method of rendering the ortho-
dox writers difagreeable to the public, by repres
fenting them as the abettors of fuperftition, and
as fecret Jefuits. He afferted, that the abolition
of the Order of Loyolz is only apparent. The
Brethren {till retained their conne&ion, and moft
part of their property, under the fecret patronage
of Catholic Princes. They are, therefore, in
every corner, in every habit and charatter,
working with unwearied zeal for the reftoration
of their empire. He raifed a general alarm, and
made a journey through Germany, hunting for
Jefuits, and for this purpofe became Free Ma-
fon and Rofycrucian, being introduced by his
friends Gedicke and Biefter, clergymen, pub-
lithers of the Berlin Monat/chrift, and moft zea-
lous promoters of the new doétrines. This favour
he has repaid at, his return, by betraying the
myfteriesof the Lodges, and by much bitter fadre.
His journey was publithed in feveral volumes,
and is full of frightful Jefuitifims. This man,
as I have faid, found the greateft fuccefs in
his method of flandering the defenders of Bible.
-Chriftianity, by reprefenting them as concealed
Jefuits. But, not contented with open difcuf-
fion, he long ago publifhed a fort of romance,
called Sebaldus Nothanker, in which tikgle di-

vines are introduced under feigned names, and
G2 made
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made as ridiculous and deteftable as poflible. All
this was a good trading job; for fceptical and
free-thinking whtings have every where a good
matket ; and Nicholai was not only reviewer, but
publifher, having prefles in different cities of the
Empire. The immenfe literary manufacture of
Germany, far exceeding that of any nation of
Europe, is carried on in a very particular way.
The books go in theets to the great fairs of
Leipfic and Francfort, twice a.year. The
bookfellers meet there, and fee at one glance the
ftate of literature; and having fpeculated and
made their bargains, the books aie inftantly dif-
petfed through every part of the Eimpire, and
appear at once in all quarters. Although every
principality has an officer for licenfing, it is im-
poflible to prevent the currency of a peiform-
ance, although it may be prohibited; for it is
to be had by the carrier at three or four miles
diftance in another ftate. By this mode of traf-
fic, a plot may be formed, and actually has been
formed, for giving any particular turn to the li-
terature of the country. There is an excellent
work. printed at Bern by the author Heinz-
mann, a bookfeller, called, dppeal 70 my Coun-,
try, concerming a Combination of Writcrs, anéd
Buokfellers, to rule the Luterature of Germany,
and forpr the Public Miad into a Contempt for
the K;ligzon and Ciud Efablfbments of the Im«

pre.-
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pire. It contains a hiftorical account of the pub-
lications in every branch of literature for about
thirty years. The author fhows, in the moft
convincing manner, that the prodigious change
from the former fatisfaltion of the Germans on
thofe fubjeéts to their prefent difcontent and at-
tacks from every quarter, is neither a fair piGture
of the prevailing fentiments, nor has been the
fimple operation of things, but the refult of 2
combination of trading Infidels.

1 have here fomewhat anticipated, (for I hope
to point out the fources of this rombination,)
becaufe it helps to explain or illuftrate the pro-
grefs of infidelity and irreligion that I was fpeak-
ing of. It was much accelerated by another
circumftance. One Bafedow, a man of talents
and learning, fet up, in the Principality of An.
halt-Deffau, a PHILANTHROPINE, or academy
of general education, on a plan extremely dif-
ferent from thofe of the Univerfities and Aca-
demies. By this appellation, the founder hoped
to make parents expe&t that much attention
would be paid to the morals of the pupils ; and
indeed the programs or advertifements by which
Bafedow announced his Inftitution to the public,
defcribed it as the profefled feminary of practical
Ethics. Languages, iciences, and the orna-
mental exercifes, were here confidered as mere
acceflories, and the great aim was to form the

63 Faung



86 THE BCHISMS IN CHAP. I.

young mirid to the love of mankind and of virtue,
by a plan of moral education which was very
{pecious and unexceptionable, But there was
a circumitance which greatly obftructed the wide
profpeéts of the founder. How were the reli-
gious opinions of the youth to be cared for?
Catholics, Lutherans, and Calvinifts, were al-
moft equally numerous in the adjoincing Princi-
palitics ; and the exclufion of any twa of thele
communions would prodigioufly limit the pro-
pofed ufefulnefs of the inflitution. Bafedow was
a man of talents, a good fcholar, and a perfua-
five writer. He framed a fet of rules, by which
the education fhould be conducted, ana which,
he thought, thould make every parent ealy; and
the plan is very judicious and manly. But none
came but Lutherans. His zeal and intereft in
the thing made him endeavour to intereft others;
and he found this no hard matter. The people
of condition, and all fenfible men, faw that it
would be a very great advantage to the place,
could -they induce men to fend their children
from all the neighbouring ftates. What we with,
we readily believe to be the truth; and Bafedow’s
plan and reafonings appeared complete, and had
the fupport of all clafles of men. The moderate
Calvinilts, after fome time, were not averfe from
them, and the literary manufatture of Germany
wap foon very buly in making pamphlets defend.

. ing,
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ing, improving, attacking, and reprobating the
plans. Innumerable were the projetts for mode-
rating the differences between the three Chriftian
communions qf Germany, and making it poffible
for the members of them all, not only to live
amicably among each other, and to worthip God
in the fame church, but even to communicate
together. This attempt naturally gave rile to
much fpeculation and retinement ; and the pro-
pofals for amendment of the formulas and the in-
ftrudtions from the pulpit were profecuted with fo
much keennefs, that the ground-vork, Chriftian-
ity, was refined and refined, till it vanithed alto-
gether, leaving Deifm, or Natural, or, as it was
called, Philofophical Religion, in its place. I am
not much miftaken as to hiftorical fa@, when 1
fay, that the aftonithing change in religious doc-
trine which has taken place in Proteffant Ger-
many within thefe laft thirty years was chiefly oc-
cafioned by this fcheme of Bafedow’s.  "The pre-
difpofing caufes exifted, indeed, and were peneral
and powerful, and the diforder had alrcady
broken out. But this {pecious and enticing ob-
jett firft gave a title to Proteftant clergymen to
put to their hand without rifk of being cenfured.
Bafedow correted, and correfted again, but
not one Catholic came to the Philanthropine. He
feems to have thought that the beft plan would
G4 be,
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be, to banith all pofitive religion whatever, and
that he would then be fure of Catholic fcholars.
Cardinal Dubois was fo far right with refpeét to
the firft Catholic pupil of the church. e had
recommended a man of his own ftamp to the
Regent to fill fome important office. The Rrince
was aftonithed, and told the Cardinal, that ¢ that
¢ would never do, for the man was a Janfenift ;
«“ Eb! que non, Sire,” faid the Cardinal, « i/
s et qu’ Athée;” all was fafe, and the man
got the priory. But though all was in vain, Bafe-
dow’s Philanthropine at Deflau got a high cha-
ralter.  He publilhed many volumes on educa-
tion that have much merit,

It were well had this been all. But moft un-
fortunately, though moft naturally, writers of
loofe moral principles and of wicked hearts were
encouraged by the impunity which the feeptical
writers experienced, and ventured to publifh
things of the vileft tendency, inﬂaming the paf-
fions and juftifying licentious manners. Thefe
maxims arecongenial with irreligion and Atheifim,
and the books found a quick market. It waschiefly
in the Pruffian States that this went on. The late
King was, to fay the beft of him, a naturalift,
and, holding thi. idfe for his all, gave full liberty
to his fubje(ts to write what they pleafed, provid-

ed they did not touch on ftate matters. He de-
clared,
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clared, however, to a minifter of his conrt; long
before his death, that “ he was extremely forry
¢ that his indifference had produced fuch effeéls;
¢ that he was fenfible 1t had greatly contributed
“¢ to hurt the peace and mutual good treatment
¢ of his fubjefts ;” and he faid, < that he would
 willingly give up the glory of his beft-fought
* battle, to have the fatisfaftion of leaving his
< people in the fame ftate of peace and fatisfacs
< tion,with their religious eftablithments, that he
¢ found them in at Lis acceffion to the throne.”
His fucceflor Frederick William found that things
had gone much too far, and determined to fup-
port the church-eftablifhment in the moft per-
emptory manner ; but at the fame time to allow
perfedt freedom of thinking and converfing to the
profeffors of every Chriftian faith, provided it was
-enjoyed without difturbing the general peace, or
any encroachment on the rights of thofe already
fupported by law, He publithed an edi to this
effett, which is really a model worthy of imita-
tion in every country. This was the epoch of 2
ftrange revolution. Itwas attacked from all hands,
and criticifms, fatires, flanders, threatenings, pour-
ed in from every quarter. The independency
of the neighbouring ftates, and the monarch’s
not being a great favourite among feveral of his
neighbours, permitted the publication of thofe
pieces in the adjoining principalitics, and it was

impoflible
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impoflible to prevent their circulation even in the
Pruflian States. His editt was called an unjufti-
fiable tyranny over the confciences of men ; the
dogmas fupported by it were termed abfurd fuper-
ftitions; the King’s private charater and his opi-
qions in religious matters were treated with little
reverence, nay, were ridiculed and feandaloufly
abufed. This field of difcufion being thus
thrown open, the writers did not confine them-
felves to religious matters,  After flatly denying
that the prince of any country had the fmalleft
right to prefcribe, or even diret the faith of
his fubjetts, they extended their difcuflions to
the rights of princes in general; and now they
fairly opened their trenches, and made an attack
in form on the conftitutions of the German con-
federacy, and, after the ufual approaches, they
{et up the ftandard of univerfal citizenfhip on the
very ridge of the glacis, and fummoned the fort
to furrender. The moft daring of thefe attacks
was a colletion of anonymous letters on the con-
ftitution of the Pruffian States. It was printed
(or faid to be fo) at Utrecht ; but by comparing
the faults of fome types with fome books printed
in Berlin, it was fuppofed by all to be the pro-
dution of one of Nicholal’s prefles. It was
thought to be the compofition of Mirabeau. It is
certain that he wrote a French tranﬂation, with
2 Prefacc and notes, more impudent than the

work
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work itfelf. The monarch is declared to bea
tyrant ; the people are addrefled as a parcel of
tame wretches crouching under oppreflion. The
people of Silefia are reprefented as {till in 2 worfe
condition, and are repeatedly called to roufe them«
felves, and to rife up and affert their rights, The
King is told, thatthere is 2 combination of philofo-
phers (conguration) who areleagued togetherin de-
fence of truth and reafon,"and which no power can
withftand ; that theyare to be found inevery coun.
try, and are conneéted by mutual and folemn en-
gagement, and will put in practice every mean of
attack. Enlghtening, inftruction, was the gene.
ral cry among the writers. The triumph of rea-
fon over error, the overthrow of {uperftition and
flavifh fear, freedom from religious and political
prejudices, and the eftablithment of liberty and
equality, the natural and unalienable rights of
man, were the topics of general declamation ;
and it was openly maintained, that fecret focieties,
where the communication of fentiment fhould be
free from every reftraint, was the moft effeftual
means for inftrué&ting and enlightening the world.
And thus it appears, that Germany has expe-
rienced the fame gradual progrefs, from Religion
to Atheifm, from decency todiffolutenefs,andfrom
loyalty to rebellion, which has had its courfe in
France. AndI muft now add, that this progrefs
has
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Mas been effected in the fame maniier, and by the
fame means ; and that one of the chief means of
feduttion has been the Lodges of the Free Ma-
fons. 'The French, along with their numerous
chevaleries, and {tars, and riMands, irad brought in
the cuftom of haranguing in the Lodges, and as
human nature has a confideranle ummiormity every
where, the fame topics became favourite fub-
jects of declamation that had tickled the ear in
France; there were the fame corruptions of fenti-
sments and manners among the luxurious or pro-
fligaie, and the fame Incitements to the utterance
of thele fentiments,wherever it could be done with
fafety; and I may fay, that the zealots in all thefe
traéts of free-thinking were more ferious, more
grave, and fanatical. Thefe are not affertionsa
priarr. 1can produce proofs. There was a Baron
Knigge refiding at that time in the neighbourhond
of Frankfort, of whom [ fhall afterwards have oc-
cafion frequently to fpeak. This man was an en-
thufiaft in Mafonry from his yquth, and had run
throngh every poflible degrec of it. He was dif-
fatisfied with them all, and particulaly with the
frivolity of the Freach chivalry ; but he flill be-
lieved that Mafonry contained invaluable fecrets.
He imagined that he faw a ghimpfe of them in the
cofmo-political and feeptical difcourfes in their
Lodges; he fat down to meditate on thele, and

13 foon



CHAP. L FRLE MASONRY, 93

foon collected his thoughts, and found that thofe
French orators were right without knowing it ;
and that Mafonry was pure natural religion and
univerfal citizenfhip, and that this was alfo true
Chriftianity.  In this faith he immediately began
his career of Brotherly love, and publithed three
volumes of fermons ; the firft and third pubiithed
at Frankfort, aud the fecond at Heidelberg, but
without his name. tic publithed alfo a poputar
fyftem of religion. In all thefe publications, of
which there are extralls in the Religions Bege-
benbesten, Chriftianity is confidered as a mere
allegory, or a Mafonic type of natural religion ;
the moral duties are fpuninto the common-place
declamations of univerfal benevolence ; and the
attention is continually direéted to the abiurdities
and horrors of fuperitition, the fufferings of the
poor, the tyranny and oppreffion of the great, the
tricks of the pricits, and the indolent fimplicity
and patience of the laity and of the common
people. The happinefs of the patriarchal life,
and fweets of univerfal equality and freedom, are
the burden of every paragraph; and the general
tenor of the whole is to make men difcontented
with their condition of civil fubordination, and
the reftraints of revealed religion.

All the proceedings of Knigge in the Mgfonic
fchifms fhow that he was a zealous apoftle of
cofmo politifm, and that he was continually deal-

mg
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ing with people in the Lodges who were affo-
ciated with him in propagating thofe notions
among the Brethren ; fo that we are certain that
fuch converfations were common in the German
Lodges.

When the reader confiders all thefe circum-
ftances, he will abate of that furprife which na-
turally affe@s a Briton, when he reads accounts
of conventions for difcufling and fixing the dog.
matic tenets of Free Mafonry. ‘The perfeét free-
dom, civil and religious, which we enjoy in this
happy country, being familiar to every man, we
indulge it with calmneis and moderation, and
fecret aflemblies hardly differ from the common
meetings of friends and ncighbours. We do not
forget the expediency of civil fubordination, and
of thofe diftin&tions which arife from fecure pof-
feflion of our rights, and the gradual accumu.
lation of the comforts of life,in the families of
the fober and induftrious. Thele have, by pru-
dence and a refpettable ceconomy, preferved the
acquifitions of their anceftors. Iivery man feels
in his own brealt the {trong call of nature to
procure for himfelt and his children, by every
honeft and commendable exertion, the means of
public confideration and refpet. No man is fo
totally* without fpirit, as not to think the better
of his condition when he is come of creditable
parents, and has creditable conneétions ; and

withous
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without thinking that he is in any refpe& gene.
rous, he prefumes that others have the fame
fentiments, and therefore allows the moderate
cxpreflion of them, without thinking it infolence
or haughtinefs. All thefe things are familiar, are
not thought of, and we enjoy them as we enjoy
ordinary health, without perceiving it. But in
the fame mannet 43 a young man who has been
long confined by ficknefs, exults in returning
health, and is apt to riot in the enjoyment of
what he fo diftin@ly feels; fo thofe who are
under continual check in open focicty, feel this
emancipation in thofe hidden aflemblies, and in-
dulge with eagernefs in the expreflion of fenti-
ments which in public they muft fmother with-
in their own breaft. Such meetings, therefore,
have a zeft that is very alluring, and they are
frequented with avidity. There is no country in
Europe where this kind of enjoyment it fo poig-
nant as in Germani. Very infignificant principa-
lities have the fame rank in the General Federation
with very extenfive dominions. The internal con-
ftitution of each petty flate being modelled in
nearly the fame manner, the official honours of
their little courts become ludicrous and even
farcical. The Geheim Hofrath, the Hofmare-
fchal, and all the Kammerhers of a Prince,
whofe dominions do unt equal the eftates of
many Englith Squires, caufe the whole to appear

18 like
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like the play of children, and muft give frequent
occafion for difcontent and ridicule. Mafon
Lodges even keep this alivee The fratermal
equality profeffed in them is very flattering to
thofe who have not fucceeded in the fcramble
for civil diftintions. Such perfons become the
moft zealous Mafons, and generzlly obtain the
attive offices in the Lodges, and have an oppor-
tunity of treating with authority perfons whom
in public fociery they muft look up to with fome
refpect.

Thefe confiderations account, in . ne wmea-
fure, for the importance which Free M. tonry has
acquired in Germany. Tor a long while the
hopes of learning fome wondcrful fecret mad. a
German Baron think nothmg of long and ex-
penfive journies in queft of fome new degree.
Of late, the cofimo-political do&trines encouraged
and propagated in the Lodges, and fome hopes
of producing a Revolution in {ociety, by which
men of talents thould obrain the management of
public affairs, feem to be the caufe of all the
zeal with which the Orde. is ftill cherifhed and
promoted. In a periodical work, publifhed at
Neuwied, called {lgemein Zoitung der Treymaure-
rey, we have the lilt of the Lodges in 1782,
with the names of the Office-bearcis. Four-
fifths of thefe aie cle1gymen, profuilors, perfons
having offices in the common-law courte, men of

Jetters
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letters by trade, fuch as reviewers and journalifts,
and other pamphleteers; a clafs of men, who
generally think that they have not attained that
rank in fociety to which their talents entitle them,
and imagine that they could difcharge ihe import-
ant offices of the ftate with reputation to thems
felves and advantage to the public.

The miferable uncertainty and inftability of the
Mafonic faith, which I defcribed above, was not
altogether the effet of mere chance, but had
been greatly accelerated by the machinations of
Baron Knigge, and fome other cofmio-political
Brethren whom he had called to his affiftance.
Knigge had now formed a fcheme for uniting
the whole Fraternity, for the purpofe of promot-
ing his Utopian plan of univerfal benevolence
in a ftate of liberty and equality. He hoped to
do this more readily by completing their embar-
rafiment, and fhowing each fyftem how infirm
its foundation was, and how little chance it had
of obtaining a general adherence. The Striften
Obfervanz had now completely loft its credit, by
which it had hoped to get the better of all the
reft. Knigge therefore propofed a plan to the
Lodges of Frankfort and Wetzlar, by which all
the fyftems might, in fome meafure, be united,
or at leaft be brought to a ftate of mutual’ for-
bearance and intercourfe. He propofed that the
Englith fyftem fhould be taken for the ground-

B work,
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work, and to receive all and only thofe who had
taken the three {ymbolical degrees, as they were
now generally called. After thus guarding this
Eeneral point of faith, he propofed to allow the
validity of every degree or rank which fhould be
received in any Lodge, or be made the charae-
ter of any particular fyftem. Thefe Lodges
having fecured the adherence of feveral others,
prought about a general convention at Wil
lemfbad in Hainault, where every different fyftem
fhould communicate its peculiar tenets, It was
then hoped, that after an examination of them
all; a conftitution might be formed, which fhould
comprehend every thing that was moft worthy
of feleGtion, and therefore be far better than the
accommodating fyftem already defcribed. By
this he hoped to get his favourite {cheme intro-
%iuced into the whole Order, and Free Mafuns
made zealous Citizens of the World. T believe
he was fincere in thefe intentions, and did not
with to difturh the public peace. The con.
vention was accordingly held, and lafted a long
while, the deputies confulting about the frivolitieg
of Mafonry, with all the ferioufnefs of ftate am.
baffadors. But there was great thynefs in their
communications ; and Knigge was making but
fmall pregrefs in his plan, when he met with
another Mafon, the Marquis of Coniftanza, who
in an inftant converted him, and changed all his

mealures,
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meafures, by fhowing him that he (Knigge)
was only doing by halves what was already accoms
plithed by another Society, which had carried it to
its full extent. They immedintely fet about une
doing what he had been occupied with, and
heightened as much as they could the diffenfions
already fufficiently great, and, in the mean time,
got the Lodges of Frankfort and Wetzlar, and
feveral others, to uuite. and pick out the beft of
the things they had obtained by the communica.
tions from the other fyltems, and they formed a
plan of what they called, the Eclectic or Syncri-
tic Mafonry of the United Lodges of Germany.
They compofed a conttitution, ritual, and cate-
chifm, which has merit, and is indeed the come
pleteft body of Free Mafonry that we have,

Such was the ftate of this cilebrated and myf-
terious Fraternity in Germany in 1776. The
fpirit of innovation had feized all the Brethren.
No man could give a tolerable account of the
origin, hiftory, or objet of the Order, and it ap-
peared to all as a loft or forgotten myftery. The
fymbols feemed to be equally fufceptible of every
interpretation, and none of thefc feemed entitled
to any decided preference.

H2
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CHAP. IL

The Illuminati.

I nave now arrived at what I fhould call the
great epoch of Cofmo-politifm, the fcheme com-
municated to Baron Knigge by the Marchefe
di Conflanza. This obliges me to mention a re-
markableLodge of the Ecletic Mafonry, erected
at ‘Munich in Bavaria in 1775, under the wor-
thipful Mafter, Profeffor Baader. It was called
The Lodge Theodore of Good Counfel. Tt had its
conftitutional patent from the Royal York at
Berlin, but had formed a particular fyftem of
its own, by inftructions from the Loge des Che.
waliers Bienfaifants at Lyons, with which it kept
up a correfpondence. This refpe& to the
Lodge at Lyons had arifen from the preponde.
rance acquired in general by the French party
in the convention at Willemfbad. The depu-
ties of the Rofaic Lodges, as well as the remains
of the Templars, and Siricten Obfervanz, all

looking



CHAP. Il. THE ILLUMINATI, 101

looking up to this as the mother Lodge of what
they called the Grand Orient de la France, con-
fitting (in 1782) of 266 improved Lodges,
united under the D. de Chartres.  Accordingly
the Lodge at Lyons fent Mr. Wilermooz as de-
puty to this convention at Willemfbad. Refin-
ing gradually on the fimple Britith Mafonry, the
Lodge had forme] a fyftem of pracical morality,
which it afferted to be the aim of genuine Ma-
fonry, faying, that a true Mafon, and a man of
upright heart and allive virtue, are fynonimous
charadters, and that the great aim of Free Ma-
fonry is to promote the happinefs of mankind
by every mean in our power. In purfuance of
thefe principles, the Lodge Theodore profefledly
occupied itfelf with ceconomical, ftatiftical, and
political matters ; and not only publithed from
time to time difcourfes on fuch fubjeéts by the
Brother Orator, but the Members confidered
themfelves as in duty bound to propagate and
inculcate the fame doctrines out of doors.

Of the zealous members of the Lodge Theo-
dore the moft confpicuotts was Dr. Adam Weif-
haupt, Profeflor of Canon Law in the Univerfity
of Ingolftadt. This perfon had been educated
among the Jefuits; but thee abolition of their order
made him change his views, and from being their
pupil, he-became their moft bitter enemy. He had

H3 acquired
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acquired 2 high reputation in his profeffion, and
was attended not only by thofe intended for the
pradkice in the law-courts, but alfo by young
gentlemen at large in their courfe of general
education ; and he brought numbers from the
neighbouring ftates to this univerfity, and gave a
tor to the ftudies of the place. He embraced
with great keennefs this opportunity of {preading
the favourite do@rines of the Lodge, and his au-
ditory became the feminary of Cofmo-politifm.
"Fhe engaging piftures of the poflible felicity of a
fociety where every office is held by a man of ta-
- lents and virtue, and where every talent is fet in
a place fitted for its exertion, forcibly catches the
generoys and unfufpelting minds of youth, and in
aRoman Catholic ftate, far advanced in the habits
of grofs fuperftition, (a charatter given to Bavaria
by its neighbours,) and abounding in monks and
idle dignitaries, the opportunities muft be fre.
quent for obferving the inconfiderate dominion of
the clergy, and the abjet and indolent fubmiffion
of the laity. Accordingly Profeflor Weifhaupt
fays, in his Apology for Illuminatifm, that Deifm,
Infidelity, and Atheifm are more prevalent in Ba-
varia than in any country he was acquainted with,
Difcourfes, therefore, in which the abfurdity and
horrors of fuperftition and fpiritual tyranny were
ftyongly painted, could not fail of making a deep-
impreiﬁon.
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impteffion. And during this ftate of the minds
of the auditory the tranfition to general infidelity
and ifreligion is fo ealy, and fo inviting to fan-
guine youth, prompted perhaps by a latent wifh
that the reftraints which religion impofes on the
expetants of a future ftate might be found, on
inquiry, to be nothing but groundlefs terrors, that
I imagine it requircs the moft anxious care of the
public teacher to keep the minds of his audience
impreffed with the reality and importance of the
great truths of religion, while he frees them from
the fhackles of blind and abfurd fuperftition. I
fear that this celebrated inftruétor had none of
this anxiety, but was fatisfied with his great fuc-
cefs in the laft part of this tafk, the emancipation
of his young hearers from the terrors of fuper.
ftition. I fuppofc alfo that this was the more
agreeable to him, as it procured him the triumph
over the Jefuits, with whom he had long

ftruggled for the direftion of the univerfiyy.
This was in 1777. Weifhaupt had long been
fcheming the eftablifbment of an Affociation or
Order, which, in time, fhould govern the world.
In his firft fervour and high expeQations, he hint.
ed to feveral Ex- Jefuits the probability of their re-
covering, under a new name, the influence which
they formerly poflefled, and of being again of
great fervice to {ociety, by direCting the educa-
tion-of youth of diftintion, now emancipated from
H4 all
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all civil and religious prejudices. He prevailed
on fome to join him, but they all retradted but
two. After this difappointment Weithaupt be-
came the implacable enemy of the Jefuits; and
his fanguine temper made him frequentlylay him-
felf open to their piercing eye, and drew on him
their keeneft refentment, and at lalt made him
the victim of their enmity.

The Lodge Theodore was the place where the
above-mentioned doltrines were moft zealoufly
propagated. But Weifhaupt’s emiffaries had
already procured the adherence of many other
Lodges; and the Ecle&ic Mafonry had been
brought into vogue chicfly by their exertions at
the Willemfbad convention. The Lodge Theo-
dore was perhaps lefs guarded in its proceedings,
for it became remarkable for the very bold fenti-
ments in politics and religion which were fre-
quently uttered in their harangues; and its mem-
bers were noted for their zeal in making profe-
lytes. Many bitter pafquinades, fatires, and other
oifenfive pamphlets,were in fecret circulation, and
even larger works of very dangerous tendency,
and feveral of them were traced to that Lodge.
The Eleétor often exprefled his difapprobation of
fuch proceedings, and fent them kind meflages,
defiring them to be careful not to difturb the
peace of the country, and particularly to recolleét
the folemn declaration made to every entrant

mto
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into the Fraternity of Free Mafons, ¢ That no
« fubje@ of religion or politics (hall ever be
< touched on mn the Lodge;" a declaration which
alone could have procured his permiflion of any
fecret affembly whatever, and on the fincerity and
honour of which he had reckoned when he gave
his fanction to their eftablithment. But repeated
accounts of the fame kind increafed the alarms,
and the Ele&tor ordered a judicial inquiry into
the pioceedings of the Lodge Theodore.

It was then difcovered that this and feveral
affociated Lodges were thenurfery or preparation
fchool for another Order of Mafons, who called
themielves the ILLUMINATED, and that the ex-
prefs aim of this Order was to abolith Chrifti-
anity, and overturn all civil government, But the
refult of the inquiry was very imperfet and un-
fatistattory. No Illuminati were to be found.
They were unknown in the Lodge. Some of the
members occafionally heard of certain candidatce
for illumination called MiNgrvALs, who were
fometimes feen among them. But whether thefe
had been admitted, or who received them, was
known only to themfelves. Some of thefe were
éxamined in prnivate by the EleGtor himfelf.
They faid that they were bound by honour to
fecrecy : but they ffured the Ele&or, on their
honour, that the aim of the Order was in the
higheft degree praife-worthy, and ufeful both to

church
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church and ftate.  But this could not allay the
anxiety of the profane public ; and it was repeat-
edly ftated to the Eletor, that members of the
Lodge Theodore had unguardedly fpoken of this
Order as one that in time muft 1ule the world.
He therefore ifflued an order forbidding, during
his pleafure, all fecret aflemblics, and fhutting up
the Mafon Lodges. It was not meant to be ri-
goroudly enforced, but was intended as a trial of
the deference of thefe Affociations for civil au-
thority. The Lodge Theodore diftinguiihed itfelf
by pointed oppofition, continuing its meetings ; and
the members, out of doors, openly reprobated the
prohibition as an abfurd and unjuttifiable tyranny.
In the beginning of 1783, four Profeflors »f the
Marianen Academy, founded by the widow of
the late Elector, viz. Utlchneider, Coffandey,
Renner, and Grunberger, with two others, were
fummoned before the Court of Inquiry, aad
queftioned, on their allegiance, refpeting the
Order of the Hluminati. They acknowledged
that they belonged to it, and when more clofely
examined, they related feveral circumftances of
its conftitution and principles. Their declarations
were immediately publifhed, and were very un.-
favourable. The Order was faid to abjure Chrifti
auity, and to refufe admiflion inte the higher de~
grees to all who adhered to any of the three con-
feffions. Senfual pleafures were reftored to the
$ rank
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rank they held in the Epicurean philofophy. Selfe
murder was juftified on Stoical principles. In the
Lodges, death was declared an eiernal fleep; pa-
triotifm and loyalty were called narrow-nrinded
prejudices, and incompatible with univerfal bene.
volence ; continual declamations were made on
liberty and equality as the unalienable rights of
man. The banetul inflvence of accumulated pro-
perty was declared an infurmountable obftacle to
the happinefs of any nation whole chief laws were
framed for its protection and increafe. Nothing
was fo frequently difcourfed of as the propriety of
employing, for a good purpofe, the means whiclr
the wicked employed for evil purpofes ; and it
was taught, that the preponderancy of good in
the ultimate refult confecrated every mean em-
ployed ; and that wifdom and virtue confifted in
properly determining this balance. This appeared
big with danger, becaufe it feemed evident that
nothing would be fzrupled at, if it could be made
appearthatthe Order would derive advantage from
it, becaufe the great objecl of the Order was held
as fuperior to every confideration. Theyconcluded
by faying, that the method of education made
them all fpies on each other and on ail around
them. But all this was denied by the [lluminati.
Some of thefe tenets were faid to be abfolutely
falfe ; and the reft were faic to be miftakes. The
apoftate profeffors had acknowledged their igfio-

rance
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rance of many things. Two of them were only
Minervals, another was an Illuminatus of the
loweft clafs, and the fourth was but one ftep far-
ther advanced. Pamphlets appeared on both fides,
with very little effe¢t. The Ele@or called before
hith one of the Superiors, a young nobleman, who
denied thofe injurious charges, and faid that they
were ready to lay before his Highnefs their whole
archives and all conftitutional papers.

Notwithflanding all this, the government had
received fuch an imprefiion of the dangerous ten-
dency of the Order, that the EleCtor iflued an-
other edi&, forbidding all hidden affemblies ; and
a third exprefsly abolithing the Order of Illumi.
nati. It was followed by a fearch after their
papers. The Lodge Theodore was immediately
fearched, but none were to be found. They faid
now that they burnt them all, as of no ufe, fince
that Order was at an end.

It was now difcovered, that Weithaupt was the
head and founder of the Order. He was de-
prived of his Profeflor’s chair, and banithed from
the Bavarian States ; but with a penfion of 8co
florins, which he refufed. He went to Regenf-
burg, on the confines of Switzerland. Two Ita-
lians, the Marquis Conftanza and Marquis Sa.
violi, were alfo banifthed, with equal penfions,
(about £. 40,) which they’accepted. One Zwack,
a counfellor, holding fome law-office, was alfo

banithed,
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banithed. Others were imprifoned for fome time,
Weithaupt went afterwards into the fervice of
the D. of Saxe Gotha, a perfon of a romantic
turn of mind, and whom we fhall again meet
with. Zwack went into the fervice of the Pr. de
Salms, who foon after had fo great a hand in the
difturbances in Holland.

By deftroying the papers, all opportunity wag
loft for authenticating the innocence and ufeful-
nels of the Order. After much altercation and
paper war, Wehaupt, now fafe in Regenfburg,
publifhed an account of the Order, namely, the
account which was given to every Nowice in a
difcourfe read at his reception. To this were
added the ftatires and the rules of proceeding, as
far as the degree of Hlummatus Minor, included.
This account he affirmed to be conformable to the
real practice of the Order. But this publication
did by no means fatisfy the public mind. It difs
fered exceedingly from the accounts given by the
four Profeffors. It made no mention of the
higher degrees, which had been moft blamed by
them. Befides, it was alleged, that it was all
a fiftion, written in order to lull the fufpicions
which had been raifed (and this was found to
be the cafe, except in refpect of the very loweft
degrec). The real conftitution was brought to
light by degrees, and fhall be laid before the
reader, in the order in which it was gradually

6 difcovered,
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difcovered, that we may the better judge of things
not fully known by the condu& of the leaders
during the dete&tion. The firft account given
by Weithaupt is corret, as far as I fhall make
ule of it, and thows clearly the methods that
were taken to recommend the Oider to flrans«
gers.

The Order of ILLUMINATI appears as an ac-
ceflory to Free Mafonry. 1t is in the Lodges of
Free Mafons that the Minervals are found, and
there they are prepared for lllumination.  They
muft have previoufly obrained the three Englith
degrees. The founder fays more. He fays th
his doftrines are the only true Free Mafonry.
He was the chief promoter of the Eclectic Syftems
"This hc urged as the belt method for getting in-
formation of all the explanations which have
been given of the Mafonic Myiterics. He was
alfo a SrriF Obferianz, and an adept Rofycru.
cian. 'The refult of all his kaowledge is worthy
of particular rematk, and thall therefore be given
at large.

% I declare,” fays he, “ and I challenge all
¢ mankind to contradict my declaration, that no
““ man can give any account of the Order of
¢ Free Mafonry, of its origin, of its hiftory, of
“jts objed, nor any explanation of its myfteries
¢ and fymbols, which does not leave the mind

% In
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< in total uncertainty on all thefe points. Every
« man 15 entitled, therefore, to give any ex-
« planation of the fymbols, and any fyftem 'of
« the doctrines, that he can render palatable.
« Hence have {prung up that varety of fyftems
<«¢ which for twenty years have divided the Or-
« der. The fimple tale of the Englith, and the
« fifty degrees of the French, and the Knights
« of Baron Hunde, are equally authentic, and
« have equally had the fupport of intelligent
« and “zealous Brethren. Thefe fyftems are in
s fa@ but one. They have all fprung from the
¢ Blue Lodge of Three degrees; take thefe for
¢ their ftandard, and found on thefe all the
¢ improvements by which each fyftem is after-
¢ wards fuited to the particular obje@ which i
¢ keeps in view. There is no man, nor fyftem,
“in the world, which can thow by undoubted
< fucceifion that it thould ftand at the head of
s the Order. Our ignorance in this particular
¢ frets me. Do but confider our fhort hiftory
“ of 120 years.~—Who will fhow me the Mother
% Lodge? Thofe of London we have difcovere
s ed to be felf-ereted in 1716, Afk for their
¢ archives. They tell you they were burnt.
¢ They have nothing but the wretched fophifti-
¢ cations of the Englifhman Anderfon, and the
“ Frenghman Defaguilliers. Where is the Ladge
% of York, which pretends to the priority, with

¢ their
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¢ their King Bouden, and the archives than he
“ brought from the Eaft? Thefe too are all
¢ burnt. What is the Chapter of Old- Aber-
¢ deen, and its Holy Clericate? Did we not
¢ find it imknown, and the Malon Lodges there
| the moft ignorant of all the ignorant, gaping
¢ for inftrution from our deputies? Did we
¢ not find the fame thing at London ? and have
“ not their miffionaries been among us, prying
« into our myfteries, and eager to learn from
¢ us what is true Free Mafonry? It is in vain,
¢ therefore, to appeal to judges; they are no
¢ where to be found; all claim for themfelves
¢ the fceptre of the Order; sll indeed are on
¢ an equal footing. They obtained followers,
¢ not from their authenticity, but from their
¢¢ conducivenefs to the end which they propofed,
¢ and from the importance of that end. It is
“ by this fcale that we muft meafure the mad
«and wicked explanations of the Refycru-
¢ cians, the Exorcifts, and *Cabalifts. Thefe
¢ are rejeted by all good Mafons, becaufe in-
¢ compatible with focial happinefs. Only fuch
« fyftems as promote this are retained. But
< alas! they are all fadly deficient, becaufe they
¢ leave us under the dominion of political and
« religious prejudices ; and they are as ineffie
« cient as the fleepy dofe of an ordingry fer-
“ mon.

¢ But
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But I have contrived an explanation which
¢ has every advantage ; is inviting to Chriftrans
“ of every communion ; gradually frees them
¢ from all religious prejudices; cultivates the
¢ focial virtues ; and animates them by a great,
¢ a feafible, and /pcedy profpeét of univerfal hap-
< pinefs, in a flate of liberty and moral equality,
¢ freed from the obftacles which fubordination,
¢ rank, and riches, contmnually throw i our
“ way. My explanation is accurate, and com-
“ plete; my mcans are effectual, and irrefiftible.
¢¢ Qur fecrct Affociation works in a way that no-
« thing can withftand, end man fball foon be fice
“ and happ;.
¢ This is the great objet held out by this Af-
{ociation, and thc mcans of attaining it is H-
lumination, enlightening the underftanding by
¢ (he fen of reafon, which’will difpel the clouds
¢ of f{uperftision and of picjudice. The profi-
cients iu this Order are thercfore juftly nained
the Illuminated. And of all llumination which
human rcafon can give, none is comparable to
the difcovery of what we are, our nature, our
obligations. what happincfs we are capable of,
and what ore the means of attaining it. In
comparifon with this, the maft brilliant fciences
¢ are bu} amufements for the idle and luxu-
“ rious. yT'o fit man by lilumination for altive
““ virtue, to engage him to it by the ftrongeft
‘ motives, to render the attaingent of it ealy
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and certain, by finding employment for every
talent, and by placing every talent in its pro-
per fphere of action, fo that all, without fecling
any extraordinary effori, and in conjunction
with and completion of ordinary bufinefs, fhall
urge forward, with united powers, the general
tatk. 'This indeced will be an employment,
fuited to noble natures, grand in its views,
and delightful in its exercife.

¢ And what is this general object? ‘rHE HaP-
PINESS OF THE HUMAN RcI. s it not dif-
trefling to a generous mind, after contemplat-
ing what human nature is capablc of, to lee

* how little we enjoy? When we look at this

goodly woild, and fee that every man may be
happy, but that the happinels of onc depends
on the conduft of another ; when we fee the
wicked fo powerful, and the good fo weak ;
and that it Is in vain to ftrive fingly and alone,
againft the general current of vice and cppref-
fion; the with naturally anes in the mind,
that it were poflible to form a durable combin-
ation of the moft worthy perfons, who fhould
work together in removing the obftacles to hu-
man happinefs, become terrible to the wicked,
and give their aid to all the good withou*
diftinction, and fhould, by the moft pewerful
means, firft fetter, and by fettering, leflen
vice; means which at the fame time$hould pro-
mote virtue, by rendering the inclination to

¢ reftitude
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¢ rectitude hitherto {o feeble, more powerful and
“ engaging. Would not fuch an Aflociation be
¢ a blefling to the world?
¢ But where are the proper perfons, the good,
% the generous, and the accomplithed, to be
¢ found; and how, and by what ftrong motives,
“ are they to be induced to engage ina tafk fo
¢ vaft, {o mceflan, o difficult, and {o laborious?
“ This Affociation muit be gradual. There are
¢ fore fuch perfons to be found in every focie-
 ty. Such noble minds will be engaged by the
¢ heart-warming object.  The firft tafk of the Af-
¢ fociation muft therefore be to form the young
“ mewbers.  As thefe multiply and advance, they
““ become the apoftles of beneficence, and the
¢- v ork i» now on foot, and advances with a fpeed
“mncreafing every day. 'The flighteft obferva-
“ tion fhows that nothing will fo much contri-
¢ butc to increafe the geal of the members as fe-
“ cret union.  We fee with what kecnnefs aid
¢ zcal the fiivolous bufinefs of Free Mafonry
‘s conducted, by perfons knit together by the
< fecrecy of their union. It is needlefs to in-
“ quire into the caufes of this zeal which fecrecy
¢ produces. It 1s an univerfal fact, confirmed
¢ by the hiftory of every age.  Lct this circum-
“¢ fiance of our conititution therefore be direfted
“ o this noble purpofe, «nd then all the objec-
“ tions urged agamit it by jealous t rannv and
*¢ affrighted fupar(ition will vanith, The Order
12 “< will
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“will thus work filently, and fecurely; and
¢ though thc gencrous benefators of the human
¢ yace are thus deprived of the applanfe of the
¢¢ world, they have the noble pleafure of feeing
¢ their work profper in their hands.”

Such is the aim, and fuch are the hopes of the
Order of the llluminated. Let us now fee how
thefe were to be accomplifhed. We cannot judge
with perfect certainty of this, becaufe the account
givenof the conftitution of the Order byitsfounder
includes only the loweft degree, and even this is
liable to great {fufpicion.  The accounts given by
the four Profcfiors, cven of this part of the Order,
make a very different impreflion on the mind, al-
though they difter only in a few particulars.

The only oftenfible members of the Order
were the Mincrvals.  They were to be found
only in the Lodges of Free Mafons. A candidate
for admuffion mult make his with known to fome
Minerval ; he reports it to a'Supcrior, who, by
a channel to be explained prefently, intimates it
to the Councll.  No notice is farther taken of it
for fome time. The candidate s carefully ob-
ferved in filence, and it thought unfit for the Or-
der, no potice is taken ot his folicitation. But if
otherwife, the candidate receives privately an in-
vitation to a conference. Here he meets with a
perfon urknown to him, and previous to all far-
ther confercnee, he 1s rcquired to perufe and to
fign the follow ing oath :
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¢« 1 N. N. hereby hind myfelf, by mine honoar
¢ and good name, forfwearing all mental refer-
“ vation, never to reveal, by hint, woid, writ-
“ing, or in any manner whatcvor, even to my
“ moft trufted friend, any thing that fhali now
“ be faid or done to me refpecting my withed-
« for reccption, and this whether my reception
¢ fhall follow or not, I being previoufly aflured
¢ that it thall contain nothing contrary to reli-
¢ gion, the ftate, nor good manners. I pro-
“ mife, that [ thall make no intelligible extral
¢ from any papers which fhall be fhewn me
“ now or during my noviciate. All this I fwear,
“ as [am, and as I hope to continue, a Man of
“ Honour.™
The urbanity of this proteftation muft agree-
ably imprefs the mind of a perfon who recolleéts
the dreadful imprecations which he made at his
reception into the dillerent ranks of Free Ma-
fonry. The candidate is then mtroduced to an
Hluminatus Dirigens, whom perhaps he knows,
and is told that this perfon is to be his future in-
ftru&tor. Therc is now prefunted to the candidate,
what theycall a table, in which he writes hisname,
place of birth, age, rank, place ot 1efidence, pro-
feflion, and favourite ftudies. ¥e is then made
to read feviyal articles of this table. It contairs,
1/2, A very concife account of the Order, its con-
nettion with Free Mafonry, and its gréat objet,
the promoting the happinels of mankind by
13 means
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means of inftruction and confirmation in virtuous
principles.  2d, Several quefticns relative to the
Order. Among thefe are, * What advantages
“ he hopes to derive from being a member ?
“ What he moft particularly wifhes to learn?
“ What delicate queftions relative to the life, the
¢ profpeéts, the duties of man, as an individual,
¢t and as acitizen, he wifhes to have particularly
¢ difcuffed to him? In what refpects he thinks
¢ he can be of ufe to the Order 7 Who are his
< anceftors, relatious, fiiends, coricfpondents, or
 enemics ¢ Whon he thinks proper perfons to
< be received into the Order, or whom he thinks
¢ unfit for it, and the 1eafons for both opinions?”
To each of thefe queftions he mufl give fome an-
fwer in writing.

The Novice and his Mentor are known only to
each other; perhaps nothing more follows apon
this ; if otherwife, the Mentor appouts another
conference, and begins his inftructions, by giving
him in detail certain portions of the conftitation,
and of the fundamental rules of the Order. Of
thefe the Novice mult give a weekly account in
writing. He muft alfo read, in the Mentor’s
houfe, a book containing more of the inftrudtions
of the Order; but he muft makc no extra@s.
Yet from this reading he muft derive all his
knowledge; and he muft give an account in writ.
mg of his progrefs. All writings received from
his Superiors muft be returned with a flated

13 puntuality,
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punctuality.  Thefe writings confift chiefly of
important and delicate queftions, fuited, either to
the particulur inclination, or to the peculiar tafte
which the candidate had difcovered in his fub-
fcriptions of the articles of the table, aud in his
former refcriprs, or to the dircétion which the
Mentor wifhes to give to his thoughts.

Enlightening the underftanding, and the root-
ing out of prejudices, are pointed out to him as
the principal tatks of his noviciate. The know-
ledge of himfelf is confidered as preparatory to
all other knowledge. To difclofe to him, by
means of the calm and unbiafled obfervation of
his inftru&or, what is his own charaéter, his moft
vulnerablc fide, either in refpe of temper, paf-
fions, or prepofieflions, is therefore the moft
effential fervice that can be done him. For this
purpole there is required of hin fome account
of his own conduét on occaftons where he doubt-
ed of its propriety ; fome account of his friend-
fhips, of his differtnces of opinion, and of his
eondu@ an fuch occafiens. ¥rom fuch relations
the Superior learns his manner of thinking and
judging, and thofe propenfities which require his
chief attention.

Having made the candilate acquainted with
himfelf, he is appnfed that the Order is not a
fpeculative, but an active Aflociation, engaged in

doing good to others. 1i knowledge of lw-
11 man
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man charafter is therefore of all others the moft
important. 'This is acquired only by obfervation,
affifted by the inftructions of his teacher. Cha-
raters in hiftory are propofed to him for ob-
fervation, and his opinion is required.  After this
he is direQled to look arcund him, and to notice
the condué of other men; and part of his weekly
refcripts muft confift of accounts of all intereft-
ing occurrences in his neighbourhood, whether of
a public or private nature. Coflandey, one of the
four Profeflors, gives a particular account of the
inftru@®ions relating to this kind of {cience.
¢« The Novice muft be attentive to trifles: for in
¢¢ frivolous occurrences a man is indolent, and
« makes no effort to a& a part, fo that his real
¢ charalter is then afting alone. Nothing wilt
¢ have fuch influence with the Superiors in pro-
« moting the advancement of a candidatc as very
« copious narrations of this kind, becaufe the
¢ candidate, if promoted, 1s to be employed in
« an aftive ftauon, and it i from this kind of
< information only that the Superiors can judge
“ of his fitnefs. Thele charattenitic anecdotes
¢ are not for the inftruction of the Superiors, who
arc men of long experience, and fanuliar with
¢ fuch occupation. But they inforin the Order
* concerning the talents and proficiency of the
¢ young member.  Scientific inftruéion, being
¢ connetted by fyllcin, is fooncommunicated, and

LN
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<« may in general be very completely obtained
« from the books which are recommended to the
¢¢ Novice, and acquired ia the public feminaries
¢ of mitruction. But knowledge of character is
“ more multifarious and more delicate. For this
¢ there is no college, and it mult therefore re-
¢ quire longer time for its attainment.  Befides,
¢ this afliduous and long-continued ftudy of men,
¢ enables the pofleflor of fuch knowledge to act
¢« with men, and by his knowledge of their cha-
¢ racter, to intluence their conduét, For fuch
¢ reafons this ftudy is continued, and thefe rc-
¢ {cripts are required, during the whole progrefs
¢ through the Order, and attention to them is
“ recommended as the only mean of advance-
“ ment. Remarks on Phyfiognomy in thefe
“ narrations arc accounted of confiderable va-

“ lue.” So far Mr. Coflandey.

During all this trial, which may laft one, two,
or three years, the Novice knows no perion of
the Order but his"own inftruCtor, with whom he
has frequent meetings, along with other Mimer-
vals. In thefe converfations he learns the import-
ance of the Order, and the opportunities he will
afterwards have of acquiring much hidden fcience.
The employment of his unknown Superiors na-
turally caufes him to entertain very high notions
of their abilities and worth. He is counfelled to
aim at a refemblance to them by getting rid by
degrees of all thofe prejudices or prepofleffions

which
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which checked his own former progrefs; and he
is affifted in this endeavour by an invitation to a
correfpondence with them. He may addrefs his
TProvincial Superior, by directing his letter Sofi,
or the General by Primg, or the Superiors in ge-
neral by Qurbus licet.  In thefe letters he may
mention whatever he thinks conducive to the
advancement of the Order; he may inform the
Superiors how his inftruétor behaves to him; if
affiduous or remifs, mdulgent or fevere. The
Superiors are enjoined by the ftrongeft motrves to
convey thefe letters wherever addrefled. Nome
but the General and Council know the refule
of all this; and all are enjoined to keep them-
felves and their proccedings unhnown to all the
world.

If three years of this Noviciate have elapfed
without further notice, the Minerval mult look
for no further advancement; he is found unfit,
and vemains a Free Mufon of the higheft clafs.
This is called a Sta bene.

But thould his Superiors judge more favourably
of himm, he is drawn out of the general mafs of
Free Malons, and becomes uminatus Munor,
‘When called to a conference for this purpofe, he
is told in the moft fericus manner, that it is
¢ vain for him to hope to acquire wifdom by
¢ mere {yftematic inftru&ion; for fuch mftruc-
¢ ton the Superiors have no leifure.  Their duty
¢ is.not to form fpeculators, but active men,

“ whom



CHAP: 11, THE ILLUMINATI. 123

« whom they muft immed:ately employ in the fer-
<« vice of the Order. He muft thereiore grow
< wife and able entirely by the unfolding and ex-
< ertion of his own talents. His Superiors have
¢¢ already difcovered what thefe are, and know
& what fervice he may be capable of rendering
“ the Order, provided he now heartily acquiefces
“in being thus honourably employed. They
will affiit him in bringing his talents into a&ion,
« and will place him in the fituations moit fa-
¢ yourable for their exertion, {o that he may be
« gffured of fuccels. Hitherio he hue been a mere
¢ {cholar, but his firft ftcp fuddier carries him
¢ into attion; he muft therelore now confider
¢ himfcl{ as an inflrument in the hands of his
<« Superiors, to be ufed tor the noblcft prrpofes.”
The aim of the Order is now mac ‘ully told
him. It is, in one fentence, ¢ to mabe of the
< human race, without 1nv diflin(tion of nation,
< condition, or prefeflion, one goud md happy
¢ family.’
able, every fmaller confideratic n muit give way.

-
-

’

To this aim, (unonftrably atrain-

'This may fometimes require facrifices which
no map ftanding alone has fortitude to make;
but which become light, and a fouice of the
pureft enjoyment, when fupported and cncou-
raged by the countcnance and co-operation of
the united wife and good, fuch as are the Supe-
riors of the Order. If the candidate, warmed
by the alluring picture of the poffible happinefs of

.2 Yir-
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a virtuous Society, fays that he is fenfible of the
propriety of -this procedure, and {'ill withes to be
of the Order, he is required to fign the {ollowing
obligation :

I, N.N. proteft bifose you, the worthy Pleni-
“ potuntiary of the venerable Order into which I
“ with to be admitted, that T acknowledge my na-
“ tural weaknefs and inability, and that T, with all
¢ my pofleflions, rank,honours, and titles which I
“ hold in political fecicty, am, at bottom, only a
“ man; [ can enjoy thefe things only through my
¢ fellow-men, and through them alfo I may lofe
¢ them. The approbation and confideration of
“ my fellow-men are indifpenfably neceflary, and
“ 1 muft try to maintain them by all my talents.
¢ Thefe T will never ufe to the prejudice of uni-
“ verfal good, but will oppofe, with all my might,
¢ the enemies of the human race, and of poli-
¢ tical fociety. I will embrace every opportunity
# of faving mankind, by improving my under-
« ftanding and my affections, and by imparting
* all important knowledge, as the good and
¢ ftatutes of this Order require of me, '1 bind
¢ myfelf to perpetual filence and unfhaken loy.
¢ alty and {fubmiffion to the Order, in the perfons
¢ of my Superiors; here making a faithful and
¢« complete furrender of my private judgment,
“ my own will, and every narrow-minded em-
*¢ ployment of my power and influence. Ipledge
 mylelf to account the good of the Order as m

¥ own,
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« own, and am ready to ferve it with my fortune,
¢ my honour, and my blood. ~ Should I, through
s¢ omiflion, neglett, patlion, or wickednefs, bes
s.have contrary to this good of the Order, I{ub-
< ject myfelf to what reproof or punifhment my
« Superiors fhall enjoin. The friends and cnemies
« of the Order fhall be my friends and enemies ;
< and with refpect to both I will condu&® myfelf
« a5 directed by the Order, and an ready, in
“eveiy lawful way, to devote myfelf to its in-
¢ creafe and promotion, and therein to employ
< all my ability. All thic I promife, and proteft,
¢ without fecret refervation, according to the in.
¢ tention of the Socicty which require from me
« this engagement. This I doas Tam, and asI
« hope to continue, 2 Man of Honour.”

A drawn fword is then pointed at his breaft,
and he is afked, Will you be obedicnt to the
commands of your Superiors? He is threatencd
with unavoidable vengeance, from which no po-
tentate can defend him, if he thould ever be.
tray the Order. He is then afked, 1. What aim
does he with the Order to have? 2. What means
he would chodffe to advance this aim? 3. Whom
he withes to keep dut of the Order? 4. What
fobjeéts he withes not to be difcuffed in it ?

Our candidate is now ILLumMINATUS MINOR.
It is needlefs to narrate the mummery of recep-
tion, and it is enough to fay, that it nearly’re-

fembles
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fembles that of the Mafonic Chevalier du Soledl,
known to evervone much converfant in Mafonry.
Weifhaupt’s preparatory dilcourfe of reception is
2 piece of good compofition, whether confidered
as argumentative, (from topics, indeed, that are
very gratuitous and fanciful,) or as a [pecimen of
that declamation which was fo much pratifed
by Libanius and the other Sophifts, and it gives
a diflin& and captivating account of the profefled
aim of the Order.

The MHuminatus Minor learns a good deal more
of the Order, but by very fparing morfels, under
the fame inftructor, "the tafk has now become
more delicate and difficult.  The chief part of it
1s the rooting out of prejudices in politics and re-
ligion ; and Weithaupt has fhown much addrefs
in the mcthod which he has employed. Not the
moft hurtful, but the moft eafily refuted were
the firlt fuljects of difcufhion, fo that the pupil
gets into the habits of viCtory ; and his 1everence
for the fyftems of either kind is diminifhed when
they are found to have harboured fuch untenable
opinions. The proceedings in the Ecletic I.odges
of Mafonry, and the harangues of the Brother
Orators, tecemed with the boldeft fentiments both
in politics and religion,  Enlighteniag, and the
sriumph of rcafon, had been the fon of the coun-
try for fome time paft; and every inftitution, civil
and religious, had been the fubject of the moft

fiee
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free criticifm. Above all, the Cofmo-politifm,
imported from France, where it had been the
favourite topic of the enthufiaftical ceconomilts,
\q’as now become a general theme of difcuffion in
all focieties that had any pretenfions to cultivation.
It was a fubje@ of eafy and agreeable declamq-
tion; and the Literati found in it a fubjett ad-
mirably fitted for thowing their talents, and
ingratiating themlelves with the young men of
fortune, whofe minds, unfufpicious as yet and
gencrous, were fired with the fuir profpects fet
before them of univerfal and attainablc happinefs.
And the pupils of the ummati were {till more
warmed by the thought that they were to be the
happy infiruments of accomplithing all this. And
though the doftrines of univerfal liberty and
equality, as imprefcriptible rights of man, might
fometimes ftartle thofe whopoffeffed theadvantage
of fortune, there were thoufands of younger fons,
and of men of talents without fortune, to whom
thefe were agreeable founds. And we mut par-
ticularly obferve, that thofe who were now the
pupils were a fet of picked fubjects, whofé cha-
racters and peculiar biafes were well known by
their condu¢t during their noviciate as Minervals,
They were therefore fuch as, in all probability,
would not boggle at very free fentiments. We
might rather expeét a partiality to doétrines which
removed fome reftraints which formerly checked

them
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them in the indulgence of youthful paffions.
Their inftrudors, who have thus relieved their
minds from feveral anxious thoughts, muft appear
men of fuperior minds. This was a notion moft
carefully inculcated; and they could fee nothing to
contradiét it; for, except their own Mentor, they
knew none; they heard of Superiors of different
ranks, but never faw them ; and the fame mode
of inflruction that was practifed during their no-
viciate was ftill retained. More particulars of the
Order were flowly unfolded to them, and they
were taught that their Superiors were men of dif-
tinguifhed talents, and were Superiors for this rea-
fon alone. They were taught, that the great op-
portunities which the Superiors had for obferva-
tion, and their habits of continually occupying
their thoughts with thegreat objecls of this Oraer,
hadenlarged their vicws, even far beyond the nar-
row limits of nations and kingdoms, which they
hoped would one day coalelce into one great So-
ciety, where confideration would attach to talents
and worth alone ; and that pre-eminence in thefe
would be invariably attended with all the enjoy-
ments of influence and power. And they were
told that they would gradually become acquaint-
ed with thefe great and venerable characters, as
they advanced in the Order. In earneft of this,
they were made acquainted with one or two Su.
periors, and with feveral Iluminati of their own

rank.
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rank. Alfo, to whet their zeal, they are now
made inftru&tors of one or two Minervals, and
report their progrefs to their Superiors. They
are given to underftand that nothing can fo much
recommend them as the fuccefs with which they
perform this tatk. It is declared to be the beft
evidence of thcir ufefulnefs in the great defigns
of the Order.

The baleful effc&ts of general fuperftition, and
even of any peculiar relizious prepofleffion, are
now {trongly inculcated, and the dilcernment of
the pupils in thefe matters is learncd by queftions
which are given them from time to time to dif-
cufs. Thefe are managed with delicacy and cir-
cum{pedtion, that the timid may not be alarmed.
In like manaer, the political doétrines of the
Order are inculcated with the utmoft caution.
After the mind of the pupil has been warmed
by the pictures of univerfal happinefs, and con-
vinced that it is a poffible thing to unite all the in-
habitants of the earth in one great {ociety ; and
after it has been made out, in fome meafure to the
fatisfaction of the pupil, that a great addition of
happinefs would be gained by the abolition of na-
tional diftinftions and animofities ; it may fre-
quently be no hard tatk to make him think that
patriotifin is a narrow-minded monapolifing fen-
timent, and even incompatible with the more en-
larged views of the Order ; namely, the uniting
the whole human race inio on¢ great and happy

K {ociety,
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fociety. Piinces are a chief fcature of national
diftin&ion. Princes, therefore, may now be fafely
reprefented as unneceflary. If fo, loyalty to
Princes lofes much of its facred charater ; and
the fo frequent enforcing of it in our common po-
litical difcuffions may now be eafily made to ap-
pear a felfifh maxim of rulers, by which they may
more eafily enflave the people; and thus it may
at laft appear, that religicn, the love of our par-
ticular country, and loyalty to cur Pince, fhould
be refifted, if, by thefe partial or narrow views,
we prevent the accomplithment of that cofmo-
political hapymefls which is continually held forth
as the gicat object of the Order. Itis in this
point cf v.ow that the terms of devotien to the
Order, which arc inferted in the oath of admif-
ficn, are now explained.  The authority of the
ruling powars is thercfore reprefented as of
insoiior meral weoight to that of the Order.
¢ Thefe powers are defpots, when they do not
¢ condudt themfclves by is principles ; and it
13 thercfore our daty to furround them with its
“ memberr, fo that the profane may have no ac-
¢ cefs to them.  Thus we are able moft power-
¢ fully to promote its interefts. If any perfon is
¢ more difpofed to liflin to Princes than to the
¢« Onder, hceis not fit for it, and mufl rife no
¢ higher. Wc¢ muft do our utmoft to procure
¢ the advancement of Illuminati into all import-
< ant civil offices.”

€<
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Accordingly the Order laboured in this with
great zeal and fuccefs. A corrcfpondence was
difcovered, in which it is plain, that, by their
influence, one of the greatcit ecclefiaftical dig-
nities was filled up in oppofition to the right
and authority of the Archbifhop of Spire, who
is there reprefented as a tyrannical and bigot-
ted prieft. They contrived to place their mem-
bers as tutors tc the youth of diftinétion.
One of them, Baron Leuchtfenring, took the
charge of a young Prince without any falary.
‘They infinuated themfelves into all public of-
fices, and particularly into courts of juftice. In
like manner, the chairs in the Univerfity of In-
golftadt were (with only two exceptions) occu-
pied by Hluminati. ¢ Rulers who are mem-
¢ bers muft be promoted thiough the ranks of
“ the Order only in proportion as they ag-
“ knowlcdge the goodnefs of its great object,
¢ and manner of procedure Its object may
“be faid to be the checking the tyianny of
< princes, nobles, and pricits, and eftablifung an
<€ univerfal equality of condition and of religion.”
I'he pupil is now informed, ¢ that {uch a religion
“ is contained in the Order, is the perfettion of
¢¢ Chriftianity, and will bc imparted to him in
¢ due time.”

Thefe and other principles and maxims of the
Order are partly communicated by the verbal in.

K 2 ftruction
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ferution of the Mentor, partly by writings,
which muft be puntually returned, and partly
réad by the pupil at the Mentor’s houfe, (bat
without taking extradts,) in fuch portions as he
fhall direct. The refcripts by the pupil muft
contain difcuflions on thefe fubjefts, and anec-
dotes and defcriptions of fiving charaéters ; and
thefe muft be zealoufly continued, as the chief
mean of advancement.  All this while the pupil
knows only his Mentor, the Minervals, and a
few others of his own rank. All mention of de-
grees, or other bufinefs of the Order, muft be
carefully avoided, even in the meetings with
other members :  for the Order withes to be
¢ fecret, and to work in filence; for thus it
¢ js better fecured from the oppreflion of the
¢ ruling powers, and becaufe this fecrecy gives a
& greater zcft to the whole.”

This fhort account of the Nowiciate, and of
the loweft clafs of Hluminati, is all we can
get from the authority of Mr. Weifhaupt. The
bigher degrees were not publithed by him.
Many circumftances appear fufpicious, are cer-
tainly fufceptible of different turns, and may
eafily be pufhed to very dangerous extremes.

The accounts given by the four Profeflors
confirm thefe fufpicions, They declare upon
oath, that they make all thefe accufations
in confequence of what they heard in the meet-

ings,
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ings, and of what they knew of the Higher
Orders.

But fince the time of the fupprefhan by the
Tlector, difcoveries have been made which
throw great light on the fubject. A collection of
original papers and correfpondence was found by
fearching the houfe of one Zwack (a member)
in 1786. The following year a much larger
colletion was found at the houfe of Baron Baf-
fus ; and fince that time Baron Knigge, the moft
a&tive member next to Weithaupt, publifhed an
account of fome of the higher degrees, which had
been formed by himfelf. A long while after thig
were publithed, Newgfle Arbeitung des Spartacus
und Philo n der Hluminaten Orden, and Hopere
Graden des llum. Ordens. Thefe two works give
an account of the whole fecret conftitution of the
Order, its various degrees, the manner of con.
ferring them, the inftructions to the intrants,
and an explanatior of the connetion of the
Order with Free Mafonry, and a critical Liftory,
We 1hall give fome extraéts from fuch of thefe
as have been publithed.

Weithaupt was the founder ip 1776. In
1778 the number of members was confiderably
increafed, and the Order was fully eftablifhed.
The members took antique names. Thus Weif-
baupt togk the name of Spartacus, the man
whe headed the infurrction of flaves, which in

K 3 Pompey’s
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Pompey’s time kept Rome in terror and uproar
for three years. Zwack was caded Cato. Knigge
was Philo. Baffus was Hannibal. Hertel was Ma-
rius. _ Marquis Conflanza was Diomedes. Nico-
lai, an eminent and learned bookfeller in Berlin,
and author of feveral works of 1eputation, took
the name of Lucian, the great fcoffer ar all reli-
gion. Another was Mahomet, &c. It is remark-
able, that except Cato and Socrates, we have not
a name of any ancient who was eminent as a
teacher and pratifer of virtue. On the con-
trary, they fcem to have affe¢ted the charaéters
of the free-thinkers and turbulent {pirits of an-
tiquity. In the fame manner they give ancient
names to the cities and countries of Europe.
Munich was Athens, Vienna was Rome, &c.

Spartacus to Catg, Fecb. 6, 1778.

“ Mon but ¢/ de faire valor la rasfon.  As a
< fubordinate objet I {hall endeavour to gain fe-
¢ curity to ourfelves, a backing in cafe of mif-
¢ fortunes, and afliftance from without, I fhall
<t therefore prefs the cultivation of {cience, efpe-
« cially fuch fciences as may have an influence
“* on cur 1cception in the world, and may ferve
¢« 1omove ubftacles out of the way. We have
1y flruggle with pedantry, with intolerance,

« with
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with divines and ftatefmen, and, above all,
princes and priefts are in our way. Men are
unfit as they are, and muft be formed; each
clafs muft be the fchool of trial for the next.
This will be tedious, becaufe it is hazardous.
In the laft claffes I propofe academies under
the diretion of the Oider. This will fecure
us the adherence of the Literati. Science fhall
here be the lore.  Only thofe who are afluredly
proper fubjeéts th 1 be picked out from
among the inferior cianic U1 thie higher myf-
teries, which contain the firlt prindiples and
means of promoting a happy life. No reli-
gonilt muft, on any account, be admitted
mro thefe: for here we work at the difcovery
and extirpation of {uperflition and prejudices.
The inftruQlions fhall be {o conducted that
each fhall difclofe what he thinks he conceals
within his own breaft, what arc his ruling pro-
penfities and paflon», and how far he has ad-
vanced in the command of himfelf. This will
anfwer all the purpoles of auricuiar confeflion:
and, in particular, every perfon fhall be made
a ipy on another and on all around him. No-
thing can efcape our fight; by thele means
we fhall rcadily difcove who are contented,
and reccive with relifh the peculiar Tftate-doc-
trines and religious opinions that are laid be-
fore them ; and, a laft, the truft-worthy alone
K 4 < ayill
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« will be admitted to a participation of the whole
¢ maxims and political conftitution of the Or-
« der. In a council compofed of fuch members
¢ we fhall labour at the contrivance of means to
“ drive by degrees the enemies of reafon and of
¢t humanity out of the world, and to eftablith a
¢ peculiar morality and religion fitted for the
« great Society of Mankind.

¢ But this 45 a ticklih proje&, and requires
¢ the utmoft circumfpetion. The fqueamith
¢ will ftart ar the fight of religious or political
¢ novelties ; and they muft be prepared for them.
« We muft be particularly careful about thebooks
¢ which we recommend; I thall confine them at
¢ firft to moralifts and reafoning hiftorians. This
< will prepare for a patient reception, in the
¢ higher claffes, of works of a holder flight, fuch
« as Robinet’s Syfome de la Nature—Polit.que
¢ Naturelle—Philofophic de la Nature—Syfieme
¢ Social—The writings of Mizabaud, &c. Helve-
¢ tius is.fit only for the ftrongeft ftomachs. If
< any one has a copy already, neither praife nor
¢ find fault with him. Say nothing on fuch fub-
“ je&s to intrants, for we don’t know how they
¢ will be received—folks are not yet prepared.
¢ Marius, an excellent man, muft be dealt with.
¢« His ftomach, which cannot yet digeft fuch
¢t ftrong food, muft acquire a better tone. The
* allegory on which 1 am to found the myfteries

[44 Of
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¢ of the Higher Orders is the fire-wor/bip of the
¢ Magi. We muft have fome worfhip, and
¢t none is {o appofite. LET THERE BE LIGHT,
¢ AND THERE SHALL Bk LIGHT., This is my
¢ motto, and is my fundamental principle. The
< degrees will be Feuer Ordcn, Parfen Orden* ;
<« all very prafticable. In the courfe through
¢ thefe: there will be no STa BaNE (this is the
¢ anfwer given to one who folicits preferment,
¢ and is refufed). For I engage that none fhall
« enter this clafs who has not laid afide his
¢ prejudices. No man is fit for our Order who
< is not a Brutus or a Catiline, and is not ready

“to go every length.—Tell me how you like
¢ this.”

Spartacus to Cato, March 1778,

¢ To colle unpublifhed works, and informa-
“ tion from the archives of States, will be a moft
¢ ufeful fervice. We fhall be able to thow in a
*¢ very ridiculous light the ¢laims of our defpots.
¢¢ Marius (keeperof thearchivesof the Eletorate)
¢ has fericted out a noble document, which we
¢ have got. He makes it, forfooth, a cafe of
¢ confcience—how filly that—fince only that is

* Thie 15 cvidently the Myflere du Mithrus mentioned by
Barruel, in h~ Hiftory of Jacobinifm, and had been carried
into France by Bede and Duiche.

7 ﬁ”
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« finwhich is w/timately produllive of ilchicf. Tn
« this cafe, where the advantage far exceeds the
“ hurt, it 1s meritorious virtue. It will do more
 good in our hands than by rentining for 1000
“ years on the dufty fheli.”
There was found in the hand-writing of Zwack
a projeét for a Sifterhoed, in fubterviency to the
defigns of the Bluminati. Initarcthe "7 wing
paflages
« It will be of great fervice, and procure us
< both much information a.1d mency, and wall fuat
¢ charmingly the talte of many of our trucft mem-
“ bers, who are lovers of the {fex. It fhould con-
« fift of two clafles, the virtuous and the freer
“ hearted (z. e. thofe who fly out of the com-
“ mon track of prudifh manners); they muft not
¢ know ot each other, and muft be under the di-
¢ retion ot men, but without knowing it. Tio-
¢¢ per books mult be put into their hands,and fuch
¢ (but {ecretly) as are Hattering to their paflions.*
There are, in the fame hand-writing, Defcrip-
tion of a ftrong box, which, if forced open, fhall
blow up and deftroyits contents — Scveral receipts
for procuiing abortion—A compofition which
blinds or kills when fpurted in the face—A fheet,
containing a 1cceipt for fympathetic ink—Tea for
procuring abortion—flerbe que babcnt qualitatem
deletercom— A method for filling a bed-chamber
with pefiilential vapours—Ilow to take off impref-
fions
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fions of feals, fo as to ufe them afterwards as feals
—A collection of fome hundreds of fuch impref-
fions, with a Iifl of their owners, princes, nobles,
clergymen, merchants, &c. —A reccipt ad cxeitan-
dum furorem wtcrmmum-—A manuicript intitled,
¢ Better than Horus.” Tt was afterwards printed
and diftributed at Leipzig fair, and is an attack
and bitter fatire on all religion. This is in the
hand-writing of Ajax. As alfo a differtation
on fuicide.—N. B. His fifter-in-law threw her-
felf from the top of a tower. There was allo a
fet of portraits, or characters of aighty-five ladies
in Munich ; with recommendations of fome of
them for members of a Lodge of Sifter Illumi-
natz - allo injunctions to all the Supcriors to
learn to write with both hands; and that they
fhould ufe more than one cypher.

Immediately after the publication of thefe writ-
ings, many defences appeared. It was faid that
thedreadful medicglapparatuswerewith propriety
in the hands of Counfellor Zwack, who was a
judge of a criminal court, and whofe duty it was
therefore to know fuch things. The fame excufe
was offered for the colle@ion of feals; but how
came thefc things to be put up with papers of the
Hluminati, and to be in the hand-writing of one
of that Order ? Weithaupt fays, ¢ Thefe things
““ were not carried into effe¢t—only fpoken of,
“ and are juftifiable wi:en taken in proper con-

15 *¢ nedion.”
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¢ pettion.” This however he has not pointed
out; but he appeals to the account of the Or-
der, which he had publithed at Regenfburg,
and in which neither thele things are to. be
found, nor any poffibility of a connetion by
which they may be juftified. * Al men,” fays he,
¢ are fubjett to errors, and the beft man is he
“ who belt conceals them. 1 have never been
¢ guilty of any fuch vices or follies : for proof,
¢ I appeal to the whole tenor of my life, which
«“ my reputation, and my ftruggles with hoftile
« cabals, had brought completely into public view
« long before the inftitution of this Ordcr, with-
¢ out abating any thing of that flattering regard
¢« which was paid to me by the firft perfons of
% my country and its neighbourhood ; a regard
¢ well evinced by their confidence in me as the
¢ beft inftrutor of their children.”” In fome of
his private letters, we learn the means which he
employed to acquire this influence among the
youth, and they are fuch as could not fail.  But
we muft not anticipate. It is well known
« that I have made the chair which I oc-
¢ cupied in the univerfity of Ingolitadt, the re-
¢ fort of the firlt clafs of the German youth;
< whereas formerly it had only brought round
¢ it the low-born pradtitioners in the courts of
« Jaw. I have gone through the whole circle
% of human inquiry. I have exorcifed fpirits—

“ railed
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* raifed ghofts—difcovered treafures=interros
s¢ gated the Cabala—hatte Loto gefpielt—I have
*¢ never ranfmuted metals.”’—( A very pretty and
refpettable circle indeed, and what vulgar fpi-
rits would fcarcely have included within the pale
of their curiofity.)—* The tenor of my life has
¢ been the oppofite of every thing that is vile;
¢ and no man can lay any fuch thing to my
< charge. I have reafon to rejoice that thefe
¢ writings have appeared ; they are a vindication
¢ of the Order and of my condu&. I can and
¢ muft declare to God, and I do it now in the
“ moft folemn manner, that in my whole lifel
¢ never faw or heard of the fo much condemned
< fecret writings ; and in particular, refpecting
¢ thefe abominable means, fuch as poifoning,
< abortion, &c. was it ever known to me in ary
« cafe, that any of my friends or acquaintancs
< ever even thought of them, advifed them, ¢
¢ made any ufe of them. 1 was indeed always
< a {chemer and*projettor, but never could er-
¢ gage much indetail. My general plan is goo,
4 though in the detail there may be faults. |
¢ had myfelf to form. In another fituation, ani
¢ in an a&ive {tation in life, I fhould have bea
¢ keenly occupied, and the founding an Order
¢ would never have come into my head. Butl
¢ would have executed much greater things, had
¢ not government always oppofed my exertiony,

« ard
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¢ and placed others in the fituations which fuited
* my talents. It was the full conviGtion of this
“ and of what could be done, if every man were
¢ placed in the office for which he was fitted by
“ nature and a proper education, which firft {ug-
¢ gefted to me the plan of Illumination.” Surely
Mr. Weifhaupt had a very ferious charge, the
education of youth; and his encouragement in
that charge was the moft fattering that an Illu.
ninatus could wifh for ; becaufe hz had brought
round him the youth whofe influence in fociety
vas the greateft, and who would moft of all con-
tribute to the diffufing good principles, and ex-
dting to good conduct through the whole ftate.
¢ 1did not,” fays he, * bring deifm into Ba-
¢ varia more than into Rome. I found it here,
¢in great vigour, more abounding than in any
¢ of the neighbouring I'roteftant ftates. T am
« proud to be known to the world as the founder
« of the Order of Illuminati; and I repeat my
¢ with to have for my epitaph,

« Hi fitus ¢ff Phaethon, curriis auriga paterni,
y
€ Quem fi non temust, maguis tamen excidit aufis.

The fecond difcovery of fecret correfpondence
it Sanderfdorf, the feat of Baron Batz, (Hanni-
»al,) contains {till more interefting facts.

Spartacus
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Spartacus to Cato.

“ What fhall T do? I am deprived of all help,
Socrates,"who would infift on being a man of
confequence among us, and is really 2 man of
talents, and of a right way of thinking, is eter-
¢ nally befotted. Auguftus is in the worft efti-
* mation imaginable. Alcibiades fits the day
long with the vintner’s pretty wife, and there
he fighs and pines. A few days ago, at Co-
rinth, Tiberius attempted to ravith the wife of
Democides, and her hufband came in upon
them. Good heavens' what Arcopagite I have
got. When the worthy man Marcus Aurelius
comes to Athens, (Munich,) what wil he
think 7 'What a meeting of diffolute immoral
wretches, whoremafters, lia: s, bankrupts, brag-
gaits, and vain fools! When he fees all this,
wiiat will he think ? Ile will be afhamed to en-
ter into an A{Toci.atlon,” (obferve, Reader, that
Spartacus writes this in Auguft 1783, in the very
time that he would have murdered Cato’s fifter,
as we fhall fee,) ¢ where the chicfs raife the
¢ higheft expettations, and exlubit fuch wretched
¢¢ examples; and all this from felt-will, from fen-
¢ fuahty. Am Inotinthe right—that this man-—
¢ that any fuch worthy man—whofe name alone
¢« would give us the feleCtion of all Germany—
¢ will declarc that the whole province of Grecia,

“ (Bavarh,)
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¢ (Bavaria,)innocent and guilty, muft be exclud-
¢ ed. Ttell you, we may {tudy, and write, and toil
“ till death, We may facrifice to the Order, our
“¢ health,our fortune,andour reputation, (alas, the
¢ lofs!) and thefe Lords, following their own plea-
¢ fures, will whore, cheat, fteal, and drive on like
¢ fhamelefs rafcals; and yet muft be Areopagite,
¢ and interfere in every thing. Indeced, my dear-
“ eft friend, we have only enflaved ourfelves.”

In another part of this fine correfpondence,
Diomedes has had the good fortune to intercept
a Q. L. (Quibus licet,) in which it 1s faid, and
fupported by proofs, that Cato had received 250
florins as a bribe for his fentence in his capacity
of a judge in a criminal court (the end had
furely fandtified the means). In another, a Mi-
nerval complains of hic Mentor for having by lies
occafioned the difmiflion of a phyfician from a
family, by which the Mentor obtained, in the
fame capacity, the cuftom of the houfe and free
accefs, which favour he repaid by debauching
the wife ; and he prays to be informed whe-
ther he may not get another Mentor, faying
that although that man had always given him
the moft excellent inftruéions, and he doubted
not would continue them, yet he felt a difgult at
the hypocrify, which would certainly diminith the
impreffion of the moft falutary truths. (Is it not

diftreffing to think, that this promifing youth
11 will
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will by and by laugh at his former fimplicity,
and follow the fteps and not the inftrutions
of his phyfician?) In another place, Spartacus
writes to Marius, (ia confidence,) that another
worthy Brother, an Areopagita, had ftolen a gold
and a filver watch, and a ring, from Brutus, ("Sz-
wioli, ) and begs Marius, in another letter, to
try, while it was yet poffible, to get the things
reftored, becauje the culprit was a moft excellent
man, (‘Vortreflich, ) and of vaft ufe to the Order,
having the diretion of an eminent feminary of
young gentlemen ; and becaufe Savioli was much
in good company, and did not much care for the
Order, except in fo far as it gave him an oppor-
tunity of knowing and leading fome of them, and
of fteering his way at court.

I cannot help inferting here, though not the
moft proper place, a part of a provincial report
from Knigge, the man of the whole Areopagite
who thows any thing like urbanity or gentlenefs
of mind.

¢ Of my whole colony, (Weftphalia,) the molft
¢ brilliant is Claudiopolis ("Neuwred ). There
¢ they work, and diret, and do wonders.”

If there ever was a fpot upon earth where men
may be happy in a ftate of cultivated fociety,
it was the little principality of Neuwied. Ifaw it
in1770. The town was neat, and the palage
handfome and in good wefte.  But the couniry

L was
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was beyond conception ‘delight®ul; not a cot-
tage that was out of repair, not a hedge out
of order; it had been the hobby (pardon me
the word) of the Prince, who made it his dasly
employment to go through his principality regu-
larly, and aflift every houfeholder, of whatever
condition, with his advice, and with his purle;
and, when a frecholder could not of himfelf put
things into a thriving condition, the Prince fent
his workmen and did it for him. He endowed
fchools for the common people, and two acade-
mies for the gentry and the people of bufinefs. He
gave little portions to the daughters, and prizes
to the well-behaving fons of the labouring people.
His own houfchold was a pattein of elegance and
economy ; his fons werc fent to Paris to learn
elegance, and to England to fearn {cience and
agriculture. In fhort, the whole was like a ro-
mance (and was indeed romantic). I heard it
fpoken of with a fmile at the tiblc of the Bifhop of
Treves, at Ehienbretitein, and was induced to fee
it next day as a curiofity: and yet, even here, the
fanaticifm of Knigge would diftribute his poifon,
and tell the blinded people, that they werein a
ftate of fin and mifery, that their Prince was a
defpot, and that they would never be huppy till
he was made to fly, and tll they were all made
‘equak

They
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They got their wifh : the fvarm of French los
cufts fat down on Neuwied’s beautiful fields in
1793, and entrenched themfclves ; and in three
months, Prince and farmers houfes, and cottages,
and fchools, and academies—all had vanithed ;
and all the fubjeéts were made equak  But when
they complained to the I'rench General (René
le Grand) of being plundered by his foldiers,
he anfwered, with a contemptuous and cutting
laugh, < All is ours——we have left you your
“ eyes to cry.”’~—(Report to the Convention, 13th

Fune 1795.)

Dufeste juflitiam moniti, et non temnere divos !

"To proceed :

Spartacus to Cata.

« By this plan we fhall dire& all mankind.
¢ In this manner, and by the fimpleft means, we
*¢ fhall fet all in motion and in flames. The oc-
% cupations muft be fo allotted and contrived,
% that we may, in fecret, influence all political
¢ tranfactions.” N. B. This alludes to a part
that is withheld from the public, becaufe it con-
tained the allotment of the moft rebellious and
profligate occupations to feveral perfons whofe
common names could not be traced. 1 have
% confidered,” fays Spartacus, ¢ every thing,

L2 “.and
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«and fo prepared it, that if the Order fhould
« this day go to rain, I fhall in a year re-eftablifh
“ it more brilliant than ever.” Accordingly it
got up again in about this fpace of time, under
the name of the German Uniox, appearing in
the form of Reapine SocieTies. One of thefe
was' fet up in Zwack’s houfe; and this raifing a
fufpicion, a vifitation was made at Landfhut, and
the firft fet of the private papers were found. The
fcheme was, however, zealoufly profecuted in
other parts of Germany, as we fhall fee by and
by. ¢ Nor,” continues Spartacus, ¢ will it
« fignify though all fhiould be betrayed and
« printed. 1am fo certain of fuccefs, in fpite of
% all obftacles, (for the fprings are in every heart, }
¢ that I am indifferent, though it thould involve
« my life and mty liberty. What ! have thoufands
s« thrownawaytheir kives about suois and suaievgios,
¢ and fhall not this caufe warm even the heart of
¢ a coward ? But I have the art,to draw advantage
“ even from misfortune ; and when you would
¢ think me funk to the bottom, I fhall rife with
$¢ new vigour. Who would have thought, that
s¢ 3 profuflor at Ingolftadt was to become the
% teacher of the profeflors of Gottingen, and of
“ the greateft men in Germany 2”

Spartacas
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Spartacus to Cato,

“Send me back my degree of Mluminatus M-
“ nor ; it is the wonder of all men here (I may
< perhaps find time to give a tranflation of the
<« difcourfe of reception, which contains all thag
¢ can be faid of this Affociation tothe public); as
< alfo the two laft fheets of my degree, which is
¢ in the keeping of Marius, and Celfus, under
% 100 locks, which contains my hiftory of the
% lives of the Patniarchs.” N.B. Nching very
particular has been difcovered of thefe lives of the
Patriarchs. He fays, that there were above fixty
fheets of it. To judge by the care taken of it, it
muft be a favourite work, very hazardous, and
very catching.

In another letter to Cato, we have fome hints
of the higher degrees, and concerning a peculiar
morality, and a popular religion, which the Or.
der was one day <o give the world. He fays,
« There muft (@ lz Fefuitc) not a fingle pur-
< pofe ever come in fight that is ambiguous, and
¢ that may betray our aims again{t religion and
¢ the ftate. One muft fpeak fometimes one way
“ and fometimes another, but fo as never to
¢¢ contradict ourfelves, and fo that, with refpett to
“¢ our true way of thinking, we may be impene-
“ trable, 'When our ftrongeft things chance to

L3 ¢ v
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s¢ give offence, they muft be explained as attempts
¢ to draw anfwers which difcover to us the
¢ fentiments of the perfon we converfe with.”
N. B. This did not always fucceed with him.
Spartacus fays, fpeaking of the priefts de-
gree, “ One would almoft imagine, that this
“ degree, as 1 have managed it, is genuine
¢« Chriftianity, and that its end was to free
« the Jews from flavery. I fay, that Free Ma-
¢ fonry is concealed Chriftianity. My expla.
* nation of the hieroglyphics, at leaft, pro-
¢ ceeds on this fuppofition ; and as I explain
¢ things, no man need be athamed of being a
¢ Chriftian. Indeed I afterwards throw away
# this name, and fubftitute Reafon. But I aflure
“ you this is no {mall aflair; a new religion,
* and a new ftate-government, which fo happily
¢ explain one and all of thele fymbols, and
¢ comhine them in one degrec. You may think
* that this is my chief work’; but I have three
¢ other degrees, all different, for my clafs of
¢ higher myfteries, in comparifon with which
¢ this is but child’s play; but thefe T keep for
¢ myfelf as General, to be beftowed by me only
“ on the Benemerityfim” (furely fuch as Cato,
his deareft friend, and the pofleflov of fuch
pretty fecrets, as abortives, poifons, peftilential
vagours, &t.). ¢ The promoted may be Areo-

3 “ pagites
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s pagites or not. Were you here I fhould
i give you this degree without hefitation. But
¢ jt is too imiportant to be intrufted to paper, or
< to be beftowed otherwife than from my own
“ hand. Itis the key to hiftory, to religion,
“and to every [tate-government in the
¢ world *.”’

Spartacus proceeds, * There fhall be but three
< copies for ali Germany. You can’t imagine
«¢ what refpect and curiofity my prieft-degree has
« raifed ; and, which is wonderful, a famous
« Proteftant divine, who is now of the Order,
« is perfuaded that the religion contained in it
¢« is the true fenfe of Chriftianity. O man,
“ MAN! TO WHAT MAY’ST THOU NOT BE
“ pERSUADED. Who would imagine that I was
¢ to be the founder of a new religion

In this fcheme of Mafonic Chriftianity, Spar-
tacus and Philo laboured ferioufly together.
Spartacus fent him the moaterials, and Philo
worked them up. It will therefore illuilrate this

* T obferve, In other parts of his correfpondence where
he fpeaks of this, {everal fingular phrafes, which are to be
found in two books; Awtguité devoilée par fes Ufager, and
Origine du Defpotsfme Oriental. Thefe contan, indeed, much
of the maxims inculcated in the reception difcourfe of the
degree llumanitus Mimor. Indeed I have found, that
Weithaupt is much lefs an inventor than he is generally
thought,

L4 capital
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capital point of the conftitution of the Order, if
we take Philo’s account of it.

Phily to Cato.

“ We muft confider the ruling propenfities of
¢ every age of the world. At prefent the cheats
¢ and tricks of the priefts have roufed all men
¢ againft them, and againft Chriftianity. But,
<« at the farhe time, fuperftition and fanaticifm
< rule with unlimited dominion, and the under-
¢ ftanding of man really feems to be going back-
¢ wards. Our tafk, thercfore, is doubled. We
« muft give fuch an account of things, that fa-
¢ natics thall not be alarmed, and that fhall, not-
<« withftanding, excite a {pirit of free inquiry.
¢« We muft not throw away the good with the
¢ bad, the child with the dirty water; but we
“ muft make the fecret doctrifies of Chriftianity
¢ be received as the fecrets of genuine Free Ma-
¢ fonry. But farther, we have to deal with the
¢ defpotifm of Princes. This increafes every
¢ day. But then, the fpirit of freedom breathes
< and fighs in every corner; and, by the affift.
t ance of hidden fchools of wildom, Liberty
< and Equality, the natural and imprefcriptible
“ rights of man, warm and glow in every breaft.

(11 'Wc
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& We mufl therefore unite thefe extremes. We
¢ pruceed in this manner.

¢ Jefus Chrift eftablithed no new Religion ; he
¢ would only fe: Religion and Reafon in their an-
< cient rights. Yor this purpofe he would unite
¢ men in a common bond. He would fit them
< for this by fpreading a juft morality, hy en-
¢ lightening the underftanding, and by affifting
< the mind to thake off all prejudices. He would
* teach all men, in the firft place, to govern
¢ themfelves. Rulers would then be needlefs,
“ and equality and liberty would take place
¢ without any revolution, by the natural and
« gentle operation of reafon and expediency.
¢« This great Teacher allows himfelf to ex-
¢ plain every part of the Bible in conformity
¢ to thefe purpofes ; and he forbids all wrang-
* ling among his fcholars, becaufe every man
¢ may there find a reafonable application to his
« peculiar do¢hires. Let this be true or falfe,
<« it does not fignify. This was a fimple Reli-
¢ gion, and it was o far infpired ; but the minds
< of his hearers were not fitted for receiving thefe
¢ doctrines. I told you,fays he,but you could not
¢ bear it. Many therefore were called, but few
¢ were chofen, To this elett were entrufted the
¢ moft important fecrets; and even among them
¢¢ there were degrees of information. There was
4 a feventy, and a twene.  All thiy was in the

€ gatu‘ral
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s¢ natural order of things, and according to the
*¢ habits of the Jews, and indeed of all antiquity.
« The Jewith Theofophy was a myftery, like
< the Eleufinian, or the Pythagorean, unfit for
< the vulgar. And thus the doétrines of Chrifti-
< anity were committed to the Adepts, in a Dyfci-
« plina Arcani. By thefe they were maintained
¢ like the Veftal Fire. They were kept up only
s¢ in hidden focieties, who Tranded them down to
* pofterity ; and they are now poflefled by the
& geﬁuine Free Mafons.”

N. B. This ex;ﬁlaim the origin of many anony-
mous pamphlets which appeared about this time
in Germany, fhowing that Free Malonry was
Chriftianity. They have doubtlefs been the works
of Spartacus and his partifans among the Fclec-
tic Mafons.  Nicholai, the great apoftle of infide-
lity, had given very favourable reviews of thefe
performances, and having always fhewn himfelf
an advocate of fuch writers asYepreciated Chrifti-
anity, it was natural for him to take this oppor-
tunity of bringing it {till lower in the opinion of
the people. Spartacus therefore conceived a high
opinion of the importance of gaining Nicholai to
the Order. He had before this gained Leucht-
fenring, a hot-headed fanatic, who had fpied Je-
fuits in every corner, and fet Nicholai on his jour-
ney through Germany, to hunt them out. This
man finding them equally hated by the Illuminati,

wig
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was eafily gained, and was moft zealous in their
caufe. He engaged Nicholai, and Spartacus
exults exceedingly in the acquifition, faying,
¢¢ that he was an unwearicd champion, ¢f quidem
¢ contentiffimus.”’  Of this man Philo fays, ¢ that.
““he had fpread this Chriftianity into every
¢ corner of Germany. I have put meaning,”
fays Philo, ¢ to all thele dark fymbols, and
¢ have preparcd both degrees, introducing
¢ beautiful ceremonies, which I have feleCted
¢ from among thofe of the ancient corimu.
< nions, combined with thofe of the Rofaic
¢ Mafonry; and now,” fays he, * it will appear
¢ that we are the only true Chriftians. We fhall
“now be in a condition to fay a few words
¢ to Priefts and Princes. I have fo contrived
¢ things, that I would admit even Popes and
¢ Kings, after the trials which I have prefixed;
* and they would be glad to be of the Order.”
But how is all this to be reconciled with the
plan of Illumination, which is to banith Chrifti-
anity altogether? Philo himfelf in many places
fays, ¢ that it is only a cloak, to prevent fquea-
¢ mith people from ftarting back.” This is done
pretty much in the fame way that was pradifed
in the French Mafonry. In one of their Rituals
the Mafter’s degree is made typical of the death
of Jefus Chrift, the preacher of Brotherly love,
But, in the next ftep, the Chevalicr du Soleil, it
4s
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is Reafon that has been deftroyed and entombed,
and the Mafter in this degree, the Sublime Pbhilo-

Jopbe, oceafions the difcovery of the place where
-the body is hid; Reafon rifes again, and fuper-
ftition and tyranny difappear, and all becomes
clear ; man becomes free and happy.

Let us hear Spartacus again.

Spartacus, in another place.

«“We muft, 1/?, gradually explain away all
‘¢ our preparatory pious frauds: and when per-
<« fons of difcernment find fault, we muft defire
¢ them to confider the end of all our labour.
¢« This fan(tifies our means, which at any ratc
¢ are harmlefs, and have been ufeful, even in
¢ this cafe, becaufe they procured us a patient
< hearing, when otherwife men would have turn.
s ed away from us like perted children. This
« will convince them of our fentiments, in all the
¢ intervening points; and our ambiguous expref-
¢ fions will then be interpreted into an endeavour
¢ to draw anfwers of any kind, which may fhow
¢ us the minds of our pupils. 24, We muft un-
¢ fold, from hiftory and other writings, the origia
« and fabrication of all religious lies whatever ;
« and then, 3d, We give a critical hiftory of the
« Order. But I cannot but Jaugh, when I think

(14 of
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¢ of the ready reception which all hi s has met
¢ with from the grave and learned divines of
‘* Germany and of England; and I wonder how
¢ their William failed when he attempted to efta-
“ blith a Deiftical Worfhip in lLondon, (what
¢ can this mean ?) for, I am certain, that it mult
¢ have been moft acceptable to that lcarned and
“ free people. But they had not the enlighten-
“ing of our days.” I may here remark, that
Weithaupt is prefuming too much on the igno-
rance of his friend, for there was a great deal of
this enlightening in England at the time he {peaks
of, and if 1 am not miftaken, even this cele.
brated Profeflor of Irreligion has borrowed moft
of his fcheme from this kingdom. This to be
fure is nothing in our praife. But the Pavrasss-
z7¢con of Toland refembles Weithaupt’s Illumi-
nation in every thing but its rebellion and its vil
lany. Toland’s Socratic Lodge is an elegant
pattern for Weithaupt, and his Triumph of Reaa
fon, his Philofophic Happinefs, his God, or Anis
ma Mund;, are all fo like the harfh fyltem of
Spartacus, that I am convinced that he has copied
them, ftamping them with the roughnefs of his
own charater. But to go on; Spartacus fays of
the Englith : ¢ Their poet Pope made his Effay
 on Man a fyftem of pure naturalifm, withous
*“ knowing it, as Brother Chryfippus did with
“ my Pricft’s Degree, and was equally aftonithed

i “ when
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“ when this was pomted out to him. Chryfippus
“is religious, but not fuperftitious. Brother
¢ Lucian (Nicholai, of whom I have already faid
“ fo much) fays, that the grave Zolikofer now
¢ allpws that it would be a very proper thing
« to eftablilh a Deiftical Worfhip at Berlin. 1
< am not afraid but things will go on very well.
« But Philo, who was entrufted with framing the
< Prieft’s Degree, has deftroyed it without amy
¢¢ neceflity ; it would, forfooth, ftartle thofe who
¢ have a hankering for Religion. But I always
< told you that Philo is fanatical and prudith. I
¢ gave him fine materials, and he has ftuffed it
< full of ceremonies and child’s play, and as Mi-
¢ nos fays, c’¢ft jouer la religion. But all this
% may be correted in the revifion by the Ares-
<« pagite.”’

N.B. I have already mentioned Baron Knigge’s
converfion to Illuminatifm by the M. de Con-
ftanza, whofe name in the Order was Diomedes.
Knigge (henceforth Philo) Was, next to Spar-
tacus, the moft ferviceable man in the Order,
and procured the greateft number of members.
It was chiefly by his exertions among the Ma-
fons in the Proteftant countries, that the Ecle&fic
Syftem was introduced, and afterwards brought
under the direftion of the Illuminati.  This con-
queft was owing entirely to his very extenfive con-
nections among the Mafons, He travelled likea

' philofopher
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philofopher from city to city, from Lodge to
Lodge, and even from houfe to houfe, before
his Itlumination, trying to unite the Mafons ; and
he now went over the fame ground to extend
the Eclelic Syftem, and to get the Lodges put
under the diretion of the Illuminati, by their
choice of the Mafter and Wardens. By this
the Order had an opportunity of noticing the
condu& of individuals; and when they had
found out their manner of thinking, and that
they were fit for their purpofe, they never quit-
ted them till they had gained them over to their
party. We have feen, that he was by no means.
void of religious impreflions, and we often find
him offended with the atheifm of Spartacus.
Knigge was at the fame time a man of the world,.
and had kept good company. Weithaupt had
pafled his life in the habits of a college: there-
fore he knew Knigge’s value, and communicated
to him all his projeéts, to be drefled up by him
for the tafte of fociety. Philo was of a much
more affe@ionate difpofition, with fomething of
a devotional turn, and was fhocked at the hard
indifference of Spartacus. After labouring four
years with great zeal, he was provoked with the
difingenuous tricks of Spartacus, and he broke
off all connection with the Society in 1484, and
fome time after publithed a declaration of all that
he had dome in it. Thus is a2 moft excellent ac-

count
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count of the plan and principles of the Order,
(at leaft as he conceived it, for Spartacus had
much deeper views,) and fhows that the aim of
it was to abolifh Chriftianity, and all the ftate-
governments in Furope, and to eftablith a great
republic. But it is full of romantic notions and
enthufiaftic declamation, on the hackneyed to-
pics of univerfal citizenfhip,and liberty and equal-
ity. Spartacus gave him line, and allowed him
to work on, knowing that he could difcard him
when he chofe. I fhall after this give fome ex-
tracts from Philo’s letters, from which the reader
will fee the vile behaviour of Spartacus, and the
mature of his ultimate views. In the mean time
we may proceed with the account of the princi-
ples of the fyftem.

Spartacus to Caio.

¢ Nothing would be more profitable to us than
g right hiftory of mankind. Defpotifm has
“ robbed them of their liberty. How can the
% weak obtain protetion? Only by union ;" but
« this is rare. Nothing can bring this about
¢ but hidden focieties. Hidden fchools of wil-
¢ dom are the means which will one day free
% men from their bonds, Thefe have in all
% ages been the archives of nature, and of the
¢ rights
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“ rights of men; and by them fhall human na-
¢ ture be raifed from her fallen ftate. Princes
% and pations fhall vanifh from the earth. ‘The
¢ human race will then become one family, and
¢ the world will be the dwelling of rational
 men. .

¢ Morality alone can do this. The Head of
¢ every family will be what Abraham was, the
¢ patriarch, the prieft, and the unlettered lord
“ of his family, and Reafon will be the code
« of laws to all mankind. Teis,” fays Spar-
tacus, ° is our GREAT sticREl. True, there
% may be fome difturbance; but by and by
% the unequal will become equal ; and after the
“ ftorm all will be calm. Can the unhappy
“ confequences remain when the grounds of
“ diffenfion are removed? Roufe yourfelves,
¢ therefore, O men! affert your rights; and
¢ then will Reafon rule with unperceived fway;
‘“and ALL SHALL BE HAPPY *,

“ Morality will perform all this; and mos
¢ rality is the fruit of Illumination; duties and
“ rights are reciprocal. Where O&avius has
¢ no right, Cato owes him no duty. Illumination
“ fhows us our rights, and Morality follows

* Happy France! Cradle of Ilfumination, where the
morning of Reafon has dawned, difpelling the clouds of
Monarchy and Chriftianity. where the babe has fucked the
blood of the utenlightened, a1.d Murder ! Fire! Helpt bas
becn the lullaby to fing it to flecp,
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¢ that Morality which teaches us to be of age,
“ to be out of wardenfbip, to be full grown, and
“ to walk without the leading-firings of priefts and
“ princes.

“ Jefus of Nazarcth, the Grand Mafter of
“our Order, appeared at a time when the
 world was in the utmoft diforder, and among
“ a people who for ages had groaned under the
¢ yoke of bondage. He taught them the leflons
% of Reafon. Tobe more effedtive, he took in
¢ the aid of Religion—of opinions which were
 current—and, in @ very clever manner, he come
“ bined his fecret doctrines with the popular re-
¢ ligion, and with the cuftoms which lay to his
“ hand. In thefe he wrapped up his leflons—
¢ he taught by parables. Never did any prophet
¢ lead men fo eafily and fo fecurely along the
“ road of liberty. He concealed the precious
* meaning and confequences of his doctrines ;
*¢ but fully difclofed them to a chofen view. He
¢ {peaks of a kingdom of the upright and
« faithful ; his Father’s kingdom, whofe chil-
““ dren we alfo are. Let us only take Li-
* berty and Equality as the great aim of his
« doftrines, and Morality as the way to at-
“ tain it, and every thing in the New Tefta-
“ ment will be comprehenfible; and Jefus will
“ appear as the Redeemer of flaves. Man is
% faflen from the condition of Liberty and Equa-
¢ lity, the sTATE OF PURL NATURE. He is

It ¢ under
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¢ under fubordination and civil bondage, arifing
¢ from the vices of man. This is the FaLL, and
¢ ORIGINAL sIN. The KINGHOM OF GRACE is
*that reftoration which may be brought about
“ by Ilumination and a juft Morality. This is
¢ the New BIRTH. When man lives undcr go-
¢ vernment, he is fallen, his worth is gone, and
¢ his nature tarnithed. By fubduing our pafl-
“ fions, or limiting their cravings, we may re-
¢ cover a great Jeal of our original worth, and
¢ live in a ftate of grace. Thisis the redemp-
< tion of men-—this is accomplithed by Morality;
¢ and when this is fpread over the world, we
* have THE KINGDOM OF THE JUST.

<« But, alas! the tafk of felf-formation was too
¢ hard for the fubjeéts of the Roman empire,
< corrupted by every fpecies of profligacy. A
¢« chofen few received the doétrines in fecret, and
< they have been handed down to us (but fre-
« quently almoit buried under rubbifh of man’s
< invention) by the Free Mafons. Thefe three
¢ conditions of human fociety are expreffed by the
« rough, the fplit, and the polithed ftone. The
“ rough ftone, and the one that is fplit, exprefs
« our condition under civil government; rough,
< by every fretting inequality of condition; and
< {plit, fince we are no longer one family ; and
« are farther divided by differences of govern-

* ment, rank, property, and religion ; but when
M2 ‘¢ reynited
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¢ reunited in one family, we are reprefented by
¢ the polithed ftone. G, is Grace; the Flam-
¢ ing Star is the Torch of Reafon. Thofe who
« poflefs this knowledge are indeed ILL UMINATI.
¢ Hiram is our fititious Grand Mafter, flain for
¢ the RiDEMPTION OF sLAVES ; the Nine Maf-
¢ ters are the Founders of the Order. Free
¢ Mafonry is a Royal Art, inafmuch as it teaches
¢ ys to wafk without trammels, and to govern
¢ ourfelves.”

Reader, are you not curious to learn fomething
of this all-powerful morality, fo operative on the
heart of the trulyiluminated —of this diftip/ina ar-
caniyentrufted only to the chofen few, and handed
down to Profeffor Weiftaupt, to Spartacus, and
his affociates, who have cleared it of the rubbifle
heaped on it by the dim-fighted Mafons, and aow
beaming in its native luftre on the minds of
the Areopagite ? The teachers of ordinary Chrif-
tianity have been labouring for almoft 2000
years, with the New Teftament in their hands;
many of” them with great addrefs, and many, I
believe, with honeft zeal. But, alas! they can-
not produce fuch wonderful and certain effeéts,
(for obferve, that Weifhaupt repeatedly affures
us that his means are certain,) probably for want
of this difziplina arcani, of whofe efficacy fo much
is faid. Motk fortunately, Spartacus has given ug
a brilhant fpecimen of the ethics which illumin-

ated
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ated himfelf on a trying occafion, where an ordi-
nary Chriftian would have been much perplexed,
ar would have takem a road widely different
from that of this illuftrious apoftle of light. Anad
feeing that feveral of the Aregpagite co-operated
in the tranfadtion, and that it was carefully con-
ceale.d from the profane and dim-ﬁghted world,
we can have no doubt but that it was conducted
according to the difciplina arcani of IHumination
I fhall give it in his own words.

Spartacus to Marius, September 1783.

¢ I am now in the moft embarrafling fituation ;

¢ it robs me of all reft, and makes me unfit fot
¢ every thing. Iam in danger of lofing at once
“ my homour afd my reputation, by which 1
“ have long had fuch influence. What think
¢ you ’—my fifter-in-law is with child. I have
“ fent her to Euriphon, and am endeavouring to
& procure a marriage-licence from Rome. How
“ much depends on this uncertainty—and there
¢ is not a moment to lofe. Should I fail, what is
“¢ to be done? What a return do I make by this
¢ to a perfon to whom I am fo much obliged !*’
(We fhall fce the probable meaning of this
exclamation by and by.) ¢ We have tried every
“ method in our power to deftroy the child;
M 3 4hd
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< and I hope the is determined on every thing—=
¢ even d=." (Can this mean death?) ¢ But, alas!
¢ Euriphon i, I fear, too timid ;”* (alas! poor
woman, thou art now under the di/cipfina arcanis)
* and I fee no other expedient. Could I be
< but affured of the filence of Celfus, *(a phyfi-
¢ cian at Ingolftadt,) he can relieve me, agd he
< promifed me as much three years ago. Do ’%peak
¢ to him, if you think he will be ftaunch. -I
¢ would not let Cato” (hxo deareft friend,and his
chief or only confidant in the icheme of lllurmm
ation) “know it yet, becaufe tiie aftair i other
¢ refpeéts requires his whole friendfhij.”” (Cato
had all the pretty receipts.) ¢ Could you but help
¢ me out of this diftrefs, you would give me life,
¢ honour, and peacc, and frength to work again tn
$ the great caufe. If you cannot, be affured T will
¢ venture on the moit defperate ftroke,”” (poor
fiter!) * for it is fixed.—1I will not lofe my ho-
¢ nour. I cannot conceive what devil has made
< me go aftray—me who have always been fo care-
s ful on _fuch occafions. As yet all is quiet, and
¢ none know of it but you and Euriphon. Were
¢ it but time to undertake any thing—but, alas !
¢ jt is the fourth month. Thofe damned priefts
¢ too—7for the ation is fo criminally accounted
* by them, and fcandalifes the blood. This
« makes the utmoft efforts and the moft defpe-
¢ rate meafures abfolutely ncceffary.”

It
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It will throw fome light on this tranfalion if
we read a letter from Spartacus to Cato aboug
this time.

‘¢ One thing more,.my deareft friend—Would
“ it be agreeable to you to have me for a bre-
4 ther-in-law ? If this fhould be agreeable, and
¢ if it can be brought about without prejudice
““ to my honour, as I hope it may, I am not
¢ without hopes that the connection may take
¢ place. But in the mean time keep it a fecret,
< and only give me permiffion to enter into cor-
4¢ refpondence on the fubje with the good Jady,
“ to whom I beg you will offer my refpetful
¢« compliments, and I will explain myfelf more,
4¢ fully to you by word of mouth, and gell you
«“ my whole fituation. But I repeat it—the
¢ thing muft be gone about with addrefs and
¢ caution. I would not for all the world deceive
¢ a perfon who certainly has not deferved fo of
“ me.”

What interpretation can be put on this! Cate
{eems to be brother to the poor woman—he was
pnwittingly to furnifh the drugs, and he was to
be dealt with about confenting to a marriage,
which could not be altogether agreeable to him,
fince it required a difpenfation, fhe being already
the fifter-in-law of Weifhauypt, either the fifter of
his former wife, or the widow of a deceafed bro-
gher, Or perhaps Spartacus really withes to

N 4 wagy
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marry Cato’s fifter, a different perfon from the
poor woman in the firaw ; and Le conceals this
adventure from his trufty friend Cato, till he fees
what becomes of it. The child may perhaps be
got rid of, and then Spartacus is a free man.
There is a letter to Cato, thanking him for his
friendthip in the affair of the child—but it gives
no light, I meet with another account, that the
fifter of Zwack threw herfelf from the top of a
tower, and beat out her brains. But it is not faid
that it was an only fifter 5 if it was, the probabi.
lity is, that Spartacus had paid his addrefles ta
her, and fucceeded, and that the fubfequent af-
fair of his marriage with his fifter in-law, or fome-
thing worfe, broke her heart. This feems the
beft account of the matter. For Hertel (Marius)
writes to Zwack in November 1782 : ¢ Spartacus
* is this day gone home, but has left his fifter.
* in.law pregnant behihd (this is from Baflus
¢ Hoff ). About the new ycar he hopes to be
¢ made merry by a ——, who will be before all
% kings and princes—a young Spartacus, The
¢ Pope alfo will refpe@ him, and legitimate him
s pefore the time.”

Now, vulgar Chriftian, compare this with the
former declaration of Weithaupt, in page 140,
where he appeals to the tenor of his former life,
whith bad been fo feverely fcrutinifed, without
diminifhing his high reputation and great influ-

euce,
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ence, and his ignorance and abhorrence of ail
thofe things found in Cato’s repofitories. You fee
this was a furprife—he had formerly proceeded
cautioufly—¢ He is, the beft man,” fays Spar-
tacus, ¢ who beft conceals his faulis.”—He was
difappointed by Celfus, who bad promifed bim bis
affiftance on fuch occafions thice years ago, during
all which time he had been bufy in ¢ form-
“ ing himfelf.” How far he has advanced, the
reader may judge.

One is curious to know what became of the
poor woman: fhe was afterwards taken to the
houfe of Baron Baflus; but here the foolith wo-
man, for want of that courage which Illumination
and the bright profpet of cternal fleep fhould
have produced, took fright at the difzsplina arcani,
left the houfe, and in the hidden fociety of a mid-
wife and nurfe brought forth a young Spartacus,
who now lives to thank his father for his endea-
yours to murder higr. A ¢ dwnned prich,” the
good Bifhop of Freyfingen, knowing the cogent
reafons, procured the difpenfation, and Spartacus
was obliged, like another dim-fighted mortal, to
marry her. The fcandal was huthed, and would
not have been difcovered had it not been for
thefe private writings.

But Spartacus {ays (page 148) ¢ thatwhen you
¢¢ think him funk to the bottom, he will fpring up
“ withdouble vigour.” I a fubfequent work, call.
d Short Amendment of my Plan, he fays. « If me

“ were
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 were not habituated to wicked manners, his let-
¢ ters would be their own juftification.” He does
not fay that he is without fault; ¢ but they are
< faults of the underftandigg—not of the heart.
¢ He had, firft of all, to form himfelf ; and this
¢ is a work of time.” In the affair of his fifter-
in-law he admits the faéts, and the attempts to
deftroy the child ; ¢ but this is far from proving
“ any depravity of heart. In his condition, his
¢t hanour at ftake, what ellfe was left him to do ?
¢ His greateft enemies, the Jefuits, have taught
« that in fuch a cafe it is Jawf8l to make away
¢ with the child,” and he quotes authorties from
their books*. ¢ In the introduftory fault he
¢ has the example of the beft of men. The fecond
¢ was its natural confequence, it was altogcther
¢ involuntary, and, in the eye of a philofophical
< judge” (I prefume of the Gallic School) ¢ who
¢ does not {quare himfelf by the harth letters of 4
¢ blood-thir/ty lawgiver, he Iras but a very trifling
¢« account to fettle. He had become a public
¢ teacher, and was greatly followed ; this ex-
¢ ample nught bave runed many young men. The
¢ eyes of the Order alfo were fixed on him. The
¢ edifice refted on his credit ; had he fallen, A¢
“ could no longer have becn in a condition to treat

* This 1> flatly contradi@ed in a pamphlet by F. Stutt-
ler, a Catholic clergvman of molt refpe@able charaéter,
who here expofes, 1n the moid incontroyertible manner, the
i, Sous plots of Weithaupt, his total difregard to truth, his
eounserfert aatiques, and ali hus hes agamdt the Jefuits.

“ 1he
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¢ the matters of virtue fo as to make a lafting im-
¢ preffion. It was chiefly his anxiety to fupport
< the credit of the Order which determined him
¢ to take this ftep. It makes for him, but by no
“ means agan/? him ; and the perfons who are
“ moft in fault are the flavifh inquifitors, who
¢ have publithed the tranfaction, in order to make
¢ his charater more remarkable, and to hurt the
¢ Order through his perfon; and they have not
*¢ {crupled, for this hellith purpofe, to ftir up a
“ child againft his father!!!”

I make no refleCtions on this very remarkable
and highly ufeful ftory, but content myfelf with
faying, that this juftification by Weithaupt (which
I have been careful to give in his own words) is
the greateft inftance of effrontery and infult on the
fentiments of mankind that I have ever met with.
We are all fuppofed as completely corrupted as if
we had lived under the {ull blaze of lllumination,

In other places of this curious correfpondence
we learn that Minos,and others of the 4respagite,
wanted to introduce Atheifm at once, and not go
hedging in the manner they did; affirming it was
eafier to fhow at once that Atheifm was friendly
to fociety, than to explain all their Mafonic Chrif-
tianity, which they were afterwards to fhow to be
a bundle of lies. Indeed this purpofe, of not only
abolithing Chriftianity, tut all pofitive religion
whatever, was Weifhaupt’s favourite {cheme from
the beginning. Before he canvafled for hig Ordef,

in
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n 1774, he publithed a fictitious antique, which
ke called Sidonii Apolirnaris Fragmenta, to pre-
pare (as he exprefsly fays in another place) men's
wminds for the do&rines of Reafon, which contains
all the deteftable dottrines of Robinet’s book De
fa Nature. The publication of the fecond part
was ftopped. Weithaupt fays in his Aporocy
FOR THE ILLUMINATI, that before 1780 he had
tetralted his opinions about Materialifm, and
about the inexpediency of Princes. But this is
falfe : Philo fays exprefsly, that every thing 1e-
mained on its original footing®n the whole prac-
tice and dogmas of the Order when he quitted it
in July 1784. All this was concealed, and even
the abominable Mafonry, in the account of the
Order whichWeifhaupt publifhed at Regenfburg;
and it tequired the conftant efforts of Philo to pre.
vent bare or flat Atheifm from bcing uniformly
taught in their degrees. lle had told the council
that Zeno would not be urtder a roof with a man
who denied the immortality of the foul. He com-
plains of Minos’s cramming irreligion down their
throats in every meeting, and fays, that he fright-
ened many from entering the Order. ¢ Truth,”
fays Philo, “is a clever,but a modeft girl, who muft
¢ be led by the hand like a gentlewoman, but not
¢ kicked about like a whore.”” Spartacus com-
plains much of the {queamifthnefs of Philo ; yet
Philo is not a great deal behind him in irreligion.
‘When defcribing to Cato the Chriflianity of the

Prieft.
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Prieft-degree, as he had manufattured:it, he fays,
‘¢ It is all one whether it be true or falfe, we muft
¢ have it, that we may tickle thofe who have a
 hankering for religion.”” All the odds feex
to be, that he was of a gentler difpofition, an
had more deference even for the abfurd preju-
dices of others. In one of his angry letters to
Cato he fays: ¢ The vanity and felf-conceit of
“ Spartacus would have got the better of all pru-
¢ dence, had I not checked him, and prevailed on
¢ the .4regpagite but to deter the developement
«¢ of the bold principles till we had firmly fecured
¢¢ the man. Ieven wifthed to entice the candidate

« the more by giving him back all his former
« bonds of fecrecy, and leaving him at liberty to
« walk out without fear; and I am certain that
* they were, by this time, fo engaged that we
% fhould not have loft one man. But Spartacus
** had compofed anh exhibition of his laft princie
“ ples, for a difcourfe of reception, in which he
¢ painted his three favourite my (terious degrees,
« which were to be conferred by him alone, «in
« colours which had fafcinated his own fancy.
¢ But they were the colours of hell, and would
«¢ have fcared the moft intrepid ; and becaufe I
“ reprefented the danger of this, and by force
« pbtained the omiffion of this picture, he be-
“ came my implacable enemy. I abhor treachery
¢ and profligacy, and leave him to blow himfelf
“ and his Order into the air.”

Accordingly
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Accordingly this happened. It was this which
terrified one of the four Profeflors, and made him
impart his doubts to the reft. Yet Spartacus

ms te have profited by the apprehenfions of

hilo ; for in the laft reception, he, for the firft
time, exa&s a bond from the intrant, engaging
hindelf for ever to the Order, and {wearing that
he will never draw back. Thus admitted, he be-
comes a fure card. The courfe of his life is in
the hands of the Order, and his thoughts on a
thoufand dangerous points; his reports concern-
ing his neighbours and friends; in fhort, his
honour and his reck. The Detit, thus led on,
has not far to go before he becomes a Naturalift
or Atheift; and then the eternal fleep of death
crowns all his humble hopes.

Before giving an account of the higher degrees,
I fhall jult extra&t from one letter more on «
fingular fubject.

Minos to Sebaftian, 178:2.

« The propofal of Hercules to eftablith a Mi-
< nerval {chool for girls is excellent, but requires
¢ much circumfpettion. Philo and I have long
« converfed on this fubje&t. 'We cannot improve
¢ the world without improving womnen, who have
« fuch a mighty influence on the men. But
«¢¢ how fhall we get hold of them? How will their

< relations, particularly their mothers, immerfed
“in
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“ in prejudices, confent that others fhall influ.
¢ ence their education? We muft begm with
< grown girls. Hercules propofes the wife of
“ Prolemy Magus. I have no objeclion ; and 1
 have four ftep-daughters, fine girls. The
¢¢ oldeft in particular is excellent. She is twenty-
« four, has read much,. is above all prejudices,
*¢ and in religion fhe thinks as I do. They have
“ much acquaintance among the young ladies
¢ their relations.” (N.B. we don’t know therank
of Minos, but as he does not ule the word Da-
men, but Frauenzimmer, it is probable that it
is not high.) ¢ It may immediately be a very
<« pretty Society, under the management of Pto-
<« lemy’s wife, but really under Jis management.
¢ You muit contrive pretty degrees, and drefles,
“ and ornaments, and elegant and decent rituals.
*“ No man muft be admitted. This will make
** them become more keen, and they will go much
¢ farther than if we were prefent, or than if they
¢ thought that we knew of their proceedings.
¢ Leave them to the {cope of their own fancies,
¢ and they will {foon invent myfteries which will
¢ put us to the bluth, and create an enthufialm
¢ which we can never equal. They will be our
¢ great apoftles. Reflett on the refpe, nay, the
*¢ awe and terror, infpired by the female myftics
* of antiquity. (Think of the Daniads——think of
‘ the
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é¢ the Theban Bacchantes.) Ptolemy’s wife muft
< dire€t them, and the will be inftructed by Pto-
¢ lemy, and my ftep-daughters will confult with
¢ me. We muft always be at hand to prevent
< the introduction of any improper queftion.
¢ We muft prepare themes for their difcufion—
< thus we fhall confefs them, und infpire them
¢ with our fentiments. No man, however, muft
“ come near them. This will fire their roving
¢ fancies, and we may expe& rare myfteries.
“But I am doubtful whether this affociation
¢ will be durable. Woumnen are fickle and impa-
‘tient. Nothing will pleafe them but hurrying
« from degree to degree, through a heap of in-
“ fignificant ceremonies, which will foon lofe
¢ their novelty and mfluence. To reft ferioufly
¢ in one rank, and to be ftill and filent when
¢ they have found out that the whole is a cheat,”
{bear the words of an experienced Mafon,) ¢ is
¢ a tafk of which they are incapable. They have
‘“ not our motives to perfevere for years, allow-
¢ ing themfelves to be led about, and even then
““to hold their tongues when they find that they
¢ have been deceived. Nay there is a ritk that
“¢ they may rake it into their heads to give things
¢ an oppofite turn, and then, by voluptuous al-
¢ lurements, heightened by affetted mudelty and
“ decency, which give them an irrefiftible em-

5 ¢ pire
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¢ pire over the beft men, they may turn our Or-
¢ der upfide down, and in their turn will lead
s the new one.”

Such is the information which may be got
from the private correfpondence. It is needlefs
to make more extracts of every kind of vice and
trick. I have taken fuch as fhow a little of the
plan of the Order, as far as the degree of Humi-
natus Minor, and the vile purpofes which are con-
cealed under all their fpecious declamation. A
very minute account is given of the plan, the
ritual, ceremonies, &c. and even the inftrutions
and difcourles, in a book called the Achte Hlumi-
nat, publithed at Edefz (Frankfurt) in 1787.
Philo fays, ¢ that this is quite accurate, but that
¢ he does not know the author.” 1 proceed to
give an account of their higher degrees, as they
are to be feen in the book called Newzfe Ar-
beitung des Spartacus und Phio. And the au-
thenticity of the accounts is attefted by Groliman,
a pivate gentleman of independent fortune, who
read them, figned and fealed by Spartacus and
the Aregpagite.

The feries of ranks and progrefs of the pupil
were arranged as follows :

ey Yoo vi
Nunsznv,{ Novice,

N MasoNgy,
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bolic § - -« Fellow Craft,
------ Mafter,

Lllum. Mayor, Scotch Novice,

Hllum.dirsgens,Scotch Knight.

Leffer g Prefbyter, Prieft,

Sym- § - - - » - - Apprentice,

MasoNRry,
Scmbi

Prince, Regent,
Greater g %Ilzg’”’
€Xe

The reader muft be almolt fick of fo much vil-
lany, and would bedifguited with the minutedetail,
in which the cant of the Order is ringing continu-
ally in his ears. I fhall thercfore only give fuch a
fhort extraét as may fix our notions of the object
of the Gider, and the morality of the means em-
ployed for attaining it. We need not go back to
the lower degrees, and fhall begin with the Izzo-
MINATUS DIRIGINS, or ScolcH KN1GHT.

After a fhort intioduction, teaching us how
the holy fecret Chapter of Scotch Knights is
affembled, we have, 1. Fuller accounts and in-
ftruions relating to the whole. 1L Inftruions
for the lower claffes of Mafonry. III. Inftruc-
tions relating to Mafon Lodges in general. IV.
Account of a reception into this degree, with the
bond which each fubfcribes before he can be ad-
mitted. V. Concerning the Solemn Chapter for
reception. VL Opening of the Chapter. VIL
Ritual of reception, and the Oath. VIII Shut.
ting of the Chapter. IX. Agapé, or Love-Fealt.

X, Ce-

MyvsTERILS, {
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X. Ceremonies of the confecration of the Chapter.
Appendix A, Explanation of the Symbols of Free
Mafonry. B, Catechifm for the Scotch Knight.
C, Secret Cypher.

In N° 1L it is faid that the ¢ chief ftudy of the
¢ Scotch Knight is to work on all men in fuch
3 way as is moft infinuating. II. He muit
¢« endeavour to acquire the poffeflion of con-
<« fiderable preperry. IIL In all Mafon Lodges
“ we muft try fecretly to get the upper hand.
¢¢ The Mafons do not know what Free Mafonry
¢ s, their high objeéts, nor their higheft Supe-
% yiors, and fhould be direéted by thofe who will
“Jead them along the right road. In pre-
« paring a candidate for the degree of Scotch
¢ Knighthood, we muft bring him into dilem-
““ mas by enfnaring queftions.—We muft endea-
¢ vour to get the difpofal of the money of the
¢« Lodges of the Free Mafons, or at leaft take
‘ care that it be applied to purpofes favourable
‘ to our Order—but this muft be done in a way
<« that fhall not" be remarked. Abova all, we
* muft puth forward with all our {kill the plan
¢ of Ecle&tic Mafonry, and for this purpofe follow
“ up the circular letter already fent to all the
¢ Lodges with every thing that can increafe their
¢ prefent embarraffment.”” In thebond of N°IV.
the candidate binds himfelf to * confider and
“ treat the Hluminati as the Superiors of Freg

N2 ¢¢ Mafonry,
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¢¢ Mafonry, and endeavour, in all the Mafon
¢ Lodgeswhich he frequents, to have theMafonry
¢ of the Illuminated, and particularly the Scotch
¢ Noviciate, introduced into the Lodge.” (This
is not very different from the Mafonry of the Cle-
walier de I Aigle of the Rofaic Mafonry, making
the Mafter’s degree a fort of commemoration of
the Paffion, but without giving that charalter to
Chriftianity which is peculiar to Illuminatifm.)
Jefus Chrift is reprefented as the enemy of {uper-
ftitious obfervances, and the affertor of the Em-
pire of Reafon and of Brotherly love, and his
death and memory as dear to mankind. This evi-
dently paves the way for Weifhaupt’s Chriftianity.
The Scotch Knight alfo engages “ to confider
* the Superiors of the Order as the unknown
% Superiors of Free Mafonry, and td contribute all
¢ he can to their gradual union.” In the Oath,
N°VIL the candidate fays, I will never more be
s a flatterer of the great, I will never be a lowly
¢ fervamt of princes ; but I will firive with fpirit,
“ and with addrefs, for virtue, wifdom, and li-
“ berty. 1 will powerfully oppofe fuperftition,
¢ flander, and defpotifm ; fo that, like a2 true for
“ of the Order, I may ferve the world. T will
% never facrifice the general good, and the happi-
< nefs of the world, to my private intereft. I will
¢ boldly defend my brother againft flander, willk
* follow out the traces of the pure and true Reli-

(24 giQn
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¢ gion pointed out to me in my inftructions, and
¢ in the doftrines of Mafonry; and will faith-
¢ fully report to my Superiors the progrefs I
¢ make therein.”

When he gets the ftroke which dubs him a
Knight, the Prefes fays to him, “Now prove thy-
< felf, by thy ability, equal to Kings, and never
¢ from this time forward bow thy knee to one
<« who is, like thyfelf, but a man.”

No. IX. is an account of the Love-Feaft.

1/2, There is a Table Lodge, opened as ufual,
but in virtue of the ancient Mafter-word. Then
it is faid, ¢ Let moderation, fortitude, morality,
¢ and genuine love of the Brethren, with the
« overflowing of innocent and carelefs mirth,
« reign here.” (This is almoft verbatim from
Toland.)

2d, In the middle of a bye-table is a chalice, a
pot of wine, an empty plate, and a plate of unlea-
vened bread—All'is covered with 2 green cloth.

3d, When the Table Lodge is ended, and the
Prefe@ fees no obftacle, he ftrikes on this bye.
table the ftroke of Scotch Mafter, and his fignal
is repeated by the Senior Warden. All are flill
and filent. ‘The Prefeét lifts off the cloth.

4th, ThePrefet atks, whether the Knights are
in the difpofition to partake of the Love-Feaft in
earneft, peace, and contentment. If none hefi-
tates, or offers to retire, he takes the plate with
the bread and fays,

N3 “ Joof
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« J. of N. our Grand-Mafter, in the night in
¢ which he was betrayed by his friends, perfecat-
* ed for his love for truth, imprifoned, and con-
“ demned to die, affembled his trufty Brethren,
“¢ to celebrate his laft Love-Feaft—which is figni-
¢ fied to us in many ways. He took bread (tak-
“ing it) and broke it (breaking it) and blefled
¥ it, and gave it to his dilciples, &c.—This fhall
‘ be the mark of our Holy Union, &c. Let
¢ each of you examine his heart, whether love
¢ reigns in it, and whether he, in full imitation
* of our Grand-Matfter, is ready to lay down his
¢ life for his Brethren.

¢ Thanks be to our Grand-Mafter, who has
“ appointed this feaft as a memorial of his kind-
¢ nefs, for the uniting of the hearts of thefe who
¢ love him.—Go in peace, and bleflcd be this
¢ new Aflociation which we have formed.—
<« Blefled be ye who remain loyal and itrive for
¢ the good caufe,”

sth, The Prefeft immediately clofes the Chap-
ter with the ulual ceremonies of the Loge de Table.

6th, It is to be obferved, that no Prieft of the
Order muft be prefent at this Love-Feaft, and
that even the Brother Servitor quits the Lodge,

I muft obferve here, that Philo, the manufac.
turer of this ritual, has done it very injudicioufly;
It has no refemblance whatever to the Love-Feaft
of the primitive Chriftians, and is merely a ¢opy
of 4 fimilar thing in one of the fteps of French

Mafonry,
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Mafonry. Philo’s reading in church hiftory was
probably very fcanty, or he trufted that the can~
didates would not be very nice in their exami-
nation of it, and he imagined that it would do
well enough, and “ tickle fuch as Liad a religious
*¢ hankering.” Spartacus difliked it exceedingly
—it did not accord with his ferlous conceptions,
:and he juftly calls it Fouer la Religion.

The difcourfe of reception is to be found alfo
in the fecret correfpondence ("Nachtrag 11. Ab-
theilung, p. 44). But it is needlefs to infert it here.
1 have given the fubftance of this and of all the
cofmo-political declamations already in the pane.
gyric introduction to the account of the procefs of
education. And in Spartacus’s letter, and in Phi-
10’s, I have given an abftratt of the introduétion
to the explanation given in this degree of the
fymbols of Free Mafonry. With refpect to the
explanation itfelf, it is as flovenly and wretched as
can be imagined, and fhows that Spartacus trufted
to much more operative principles in the human
heart for the reception of his nonfenfe than the
dictates of unbiaffed reafon. None but promif-
ing fubjets were admitted thus far—{uchaswould
not boggle; and their principles were already fuf-
ficiently apparent to affure him that they would
be contented with any thing that made game of
veligion, and would be diverted by the ferioufnefs
ahich a chance devotee might exhibit during shefe
filly caricatwies of Chriftianity and Free Mafonr

N 4 ' But
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But there is confiderable addrefs in the way that
Spartacus prepares his pupils for having all this
mummery fhewn in its true colours, and over-
turned.

_ ¢ Examine, read, think on thefe fymbols.
* There are many things which one cannot find
¢ out without a guide, nor even learn without
“ inftruction. They require ftudy and zeal.
¢ Should you in any future pericd think that you
“ have conceived a clearer notion of them, that
“ you have found a paved road, declare your dif-
“ coveries to your Superiors ; it is thus that you
“ improve your mund ; they expe this of you
“ they know the true path—but will not point it
¢ out—enough if they affift you in everyapproach
“ to it, and warn you when you recede from it.
»« They have even put things in your way to try
< voyr powers of leading yourfelf thyough the
«¢ difficult track of difcovery.. In this procefs the
¢« weak hcad finds only child’s play—the ini-
« tiated finds objects of thought which language
« cannot exprefs, and the thinking mind finds
« food for his faculties.”” By fuch forewarnings
as thefe Weithaupt leaves room for any deviation,
for any fentiment or opinion of the individual
that he may afterwards choofe to encourage, and
«¢ to whifper in their car (as he exprefles it) many
“ things which be did not find it prudent to infert

ir a pripted compend.”
But
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But all the principles and aim of Spartacus and
of his Order are moft diftinétly feen in the third
or Myftery Clafs. I proceed therefore to give
fome account of it. By the Talle it appears to
have two degrees, the Lefler and the Greater
Myfteries, each of which have two departments,
one relating chiefly to Religion and the other to
Politics.

The Prieft’s degree contains, 1. an Introduc.
tion. 2. Further Accounts of the Reception into
this degree. 3. What is called Inftrution in the
Third Chamber, which the candidate muft read
over. 4. The Ritual of Reception. 3. Inftruétion
for the Firft Degree of the Prieft’s Clafs, called
Infiruclio in Scentsficis. 6. Account of the Confe.
cration of a Dean, the Superior of this Lower
Order of Priefts.

The Regent degree contains, 1. Direltions to
the Provincial concerning the difpenfation of this
degree. 2. Ritual of Reception. 3. Syftem of Di-
retion for the whole Order. 4. Inftruction for
the whole Regent degree. 5. Inftruction for the
Prefects or Local Superiors. 6. Inftruétion for
the Provincials.

The moft remarkable thing in the Prieft’s de-
aree is the Inftrution in the Third Chamber. It
is to be found in the private correfpondence
( Nachtrage Origmal Schriften 1787, 24 db-
theilung, page 44).  There it has the title

Difcourfe
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Difecourfe to the Iluminati Dirigentcs, or Scotch
Knights. In the critical hiftory, which is annex-
ed to the Neugfte Arbeitung, there is an account
given of the reafon for this denomination ; and
notice is taken of fome differences between the

inftruions here contained and that dilcourfe.
This inftru&ion begins with fore complaints
of the low condition of the human race; and
the caufes are deduced from religion and ftate-
government. “ Men originally led a patriarchal
« Jife, in which every father of a family was
< the fole lord of bis houfe and his property,
« while he himfelf poflefled gencral freedom and
“ equality. But they fuficred themfelves to be
«¢ opprefled —gave themiclves up to civil focieties,
« and formcd ftatc..  Even by this they f:1l5 and
< this is the fall of man, by which they were
s thruft into unfpcakable mifery. To get out of
« this ftate, to be {reed and born again, there
¢ is no other mean than the'ufe of pure Reafom
*¢ by which a general morality may be eftablithed,
¢ which will put man in a condition to govern
¢ himfelf, regain his original worth, and dif-
<¢ penfe with all political fupports,and particularly
« with rulers. This can be done in no other way
¢ but by fecret affociations, which will by de-
“ grees, and in filence, poflefs themfelves of the
“ government of the States, and make ufe of
* thole means for this purpofe which the wicked
5 “ ufe
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« ufe for attaining their bafe ends. Princes and
“¢ Priefts are in particular, and xar’ efoym, the
¢ wicked, whofe hands we mutft tie up by means
* of thefe affociations, if we cannot root them
¢ out altogether.

¢ Kings are parents. The paternal power
¢ ceafes with the incapacity of the child; and
<¢ the father injures his child, if he pretends to
¢ retain his right beyond this period. When a
“ nation comes of age, their ftate of wardthip is
¢ at an end.”

Here follows a long declamation againft Patri-
otifm, as a narrow-minded principle when com-
pared with true Cofmo-politifm. Nobles are repre-
fented as ¢ a race of men that ferve not the na-
¢ tion but the Prince, whom a hint from the So-
¢¢ vereign ftirs up againft the nation, who are re-
*¢ tuined fervants and minifters of defpotifm, and
¢¢ the mean for opprefling national liberty. Kings
s« are accufed of a‘tacit convention, ander the
¢ flattering appellation of the balance of power,
¢ to keep nations in fubjection,

¢ The means to regain Reafon her rights—to
¢ raife liberty from its athes—to reftore to man
§¢ his original rights—to produce the previous re-
¢ yolution in the mind of man—to obtain an
“ eternal victory over oppreffors—and to work
¢ the redemption of mackind, are fecret {chools
¢ of wifdom. When the worthy have ftrengthen-
¢ ed their aflociation by numbers, they are fecure,

¢ and
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¢ and then they bégin to become powerful, and
* terrible to the wicked, of whom many will, for
< fafety, amend themfelves—many will come
“ over to our party, and we fhall bind the hands
¢ of the reft, and finally conquer them. Who-
“ ever fpreads general Illumination, augments
% mutual fecurity ; Illumination and fecurity
“ make princes unneceflary ; llumination per-
“ forms this by creating an effetive Morality,
“ and Morality makes a nation of full age fit to
¢ govern itfelf ; and fince it is not impoflible to
“ produce a juft Morality, it is poflible to regain
¢ freedom for the world.”

¢ We muft therefore ftrengthen our band,
¢ and eftablith a legion, which fhall reftore the
¢ rights of man, original liberty and independ-
“ ence.

¢« Jefus Chrift””—but 1 am fick of all this.
The following queftions are put to the candidate :

1. ¢ Are our civil conditions in the world the
« deftinations that feem to be the end of our na-
“ ture, or the purpofes for which man was placed
< on this earth, or are they not? Do ftates, civil
“ obligations, popular religion, fulfil the inten-
% tions of men who eftablithed them? Do fecret
¢ affociations promote inftruction and true hu-
¢ man happinefs, or are they the children of ne-
¢ ceflity, of the multifarious wants, of unnatural
¢ conditions, or the inventions of vain and cun.

(19 ning nen P?
2. ¢ What
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2. « What civil affociation, what fcience, do you
¢¢ think to the purpofe, and what are not !’

3. “ Has there ever been any other in the
¢ world, is there no other more fimple condit#n,
¢ and what do you think of it?”

4. “ Does it appear poffible, after having gone
< through all the nonentities of our civil confti-
< tutions, to recover for once our firft fimplicity,
¥ and get back to this honourable uniformiry?”’

+ §. “ How can one begin this noble attempt ;
¢ by means of open fupport, by forcible revolu-
% tion, or by what other way ?”’

6. ¢ Does Chuiftianity give us any hint to this
« purpofe ? Does it not recognife fuch a bleffed
¢ condition as once the lot of man, and as ftill
‘¢ recoverable ©’

7. ¢ But is this holy religion, the religion that
¢ is now profefled by any fet on earth, orisita
< better?”’

8. < Can we learn this religion—can the world,
¢ ag it is, bear the light? Do you think that it
¢ would be of fervice, before numerous obfta-
¢ cles are removed, if we taught men this puri-
« fied religion, fublime philofophy, and the art
¢ of governing themfelves ? Or would not this
¢ hurt, by roufing the interefted pafions of men
< habituated to prejudices, who would oppofe
¢ this as wicked?”

g. “ May it not be more advifable to do awaye
¢ thefe corruptions by little and littlesin filence,

L 14 and



190 THE ILLUMINATI. CHAP. II,

¢t and for this purpofe to propagate thefe falutary
<« and heart-confoling doctrines in fecret?”

10. *“ Do we not perceive traces of fuch a fecrer
¢ @Crine in the ancient fchools of philofophy,
¢ in the do@rines and inftructions of the Bible,
¢ which Chrift, the Redeemer and Deliverer of
¢ the human race, gave to his trufty difciples ?—
¢ Do you not cbierve an education, proceeding
« by fteps of this kind, handed down o us from
< his time till the prefent?”

In the ceremonial of Reception, crowns and
fceptres are reprefented as tokens of human de-
gradation, ¢ The plan of operation, by which
“ our higher degrees act, muft work powerfully
< on the world, and muft give another turn to
¢ all our prefent conftitutions.”

Many other queftions are put to the pupil du-
ring -his preparation, and his anfwers are given in
writing. Some of thele refcripts are to be found
in the fecret correfpondence. © Thus, ¢ How far
“ is the pofition true, that all thole means may
¢ be ufed for a goad purpofe whicdh the wicked
¢ have employed for a bad?”” And along with
this queftion there is an injunction to take counfel
from the opinions and condu of the learned and
worthy out of the fociety. In one of the anfwers,
the example of a great philofopher and Cofmo-
polite is adduced, who betrayed a private corre.
fpondence entrufted to him, for the fervice of free-
dom; the cafe was Dr. Franklin’s, In another,

the
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the power of the Order was cxtended to the
putting the individual to dcath; and the reafon
given was, that ¢ this power was allowed to all
“ Sovereignties, tor the good of the State, and
¢ therefore belonged to the Order, which was
““to govern the world.”——¢ N. B, We muft
¢ acquire the direction of education—of church-
“ management—of the profeflorial chair, and of
‘ the pulpit. We muft bring our opinions into
¢ fafhion by every art—Ipread them among the
“ people by the help of young writers. We muft
¢ preach the warmeft concern for humanity, and
 make people ndeffercnt to all other relations.
¢ We muft take care that our writers be well
«¢ puffed, and that the Reviewers do not depre.
¢ ciate them ; therefore we muft endeavour by
 every mean to gain over the Reviewers and
¢ Journalifts ; and we muft allo try to gain the
“ bookfellers, who in time will fee that it is their
¢ intereft to fide with us.”

I conclude this aecount of the degree of Prefl-
byter with remarking, that there were two copies
of it employed occafionally. In one of them all
the moft offenfive things in refpet of church
and ftate were left out. The fame thing was
done in the degree of Chevalier du Soleil of
the French Mafonry. I have feen three different
forms.

In the Regent degree, the proceedings and in-

@rudtions are condutted in the fame manner.
Here,
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Here, it is faid, “ We muft as much as poffible
¢ fele&t for this degree perfons who are free,
¢ independent of all princes; part.cularly fuch
% as have frequently declared themfelves difcon-
¢ tented with the ufual inflitutions, and their
® withes to fee a better government cftablithed.”

Catching queftions are put to the candidate for
this degree ; fuch as,

1. “ Would the fociety be objetionable
¢ which fhould (till the greater revolution of
¢ nature fhould be ripe) put monarchs and
« rulers out of the condition to do harm ; which
¢ fhould in filence prevent the abufe of power,
¢ by furrounding the great with its members,
¢ and thus not only prevent their doing mif-
¢ chief, but even make them do good 2’

2. “ Is not the objeftion unjuft, That fuch a
¢ Society may abufe its power? Do not our
¢ rulers frequently abufe their power, though
< we are filent? This power is not o fecure as
« in the hands of our Members, whom we train
¢ up with {o much care, and place about princes
¢ after mature deliberation and choice. If any
“ government can be harmlefs which is ereted,
“ by man, furely it muft be ours, which is
¢« founded on morality, forefight, talents, li-
“ berty, and virtue,” &c.

The candidate is prefented for reception in the
charater of a flave ; and it is demanded of him
what has brought him into this moft miferable

3 of
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of all conditions, He an{wers~—Society=-the
State—Submniiflivenefs—Falfe Religion. A fke-
leton is pointed out to him, at the feet of whicl
are laid a Crown and a Swurd. He is afked,
whether that is the fkeleton of a King, a Noble«
man, or 2 Beggar? As he cannot decide, the
Prefident of the meeting fays to him, *the cha.
< rafter of being a Man is the only one that is of
 importance.”

In a long declamation on the hackneyed topics,
we have here and there fome thoughts which
have not yet come before us.

“ We mult allow the underlings to imagine,
¢ (but without telling them the truth,) that we
“¢ dire& all the Free Mafon Lodges, and even all
¢ other Orders, and that the greateft monarchs
< are under our guidance, which indeed is here
¢ and there the cafe.

 There is no way of influencing men fo
«¢ powerfully as by nieans of the women. Thefe
*¢ fhould therefore be our chief ftudy; we thould
“ infinuate ourfelves into their good opinion,
¢ give them hints of emancipation from the ty-
£¢ ranny of public opinion, and of ftariding up for
¢ themfelves; it will be an immenfe relief to
¢ their enflaved minds to be freed from any one
“ bond of reftraint, and it will fire them the
¢ more, and caufe them tu work for us with zeal,

‘ o “ without
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« without knowing that they do fo; for they
 will enly be indulging their own defire of per-
¢ fonal admiration.

¢ We muft win the common people in every
¢ corner.  This will be obtained chiefly by
“ means of the fchoole, and by open, hearty
¢ behaviour, fhow, condclcenfion, popularity,
 and toleration of their prejudices, which we
¢¢ fhall at leifure root out and difpel.

¢ If a writer pubhthes any thing that attralts
¢ notice, and is in itlelf juft, but does not accord
< with our plan, we muft endeavour to win him
“ pver, or decry him.

« A chief object ¢f our care muit be to keep
< down that flavifl veneration for Princes which
<« {o much dilpruces oll natione.  Even in the
“sfpr-diCant fice Yagland, the filly Monarch fays,
“VWe are gracdoufly plaided, and the moie
« fingple people toy, Amen, Thefe men, com-
¢ monly very weak heads,fate ouly the farther
<¢ corrupted by this forite flattery,  Bug let usat
“ once give an example of our ipitit by our be-
¢ haviour with Princes ; we muit avoid all fami-
¢ L., —never entruft ourfchies to them—be-
¢« have with precifion, bat with civility, as to
¢ other men—ipeak of them on un equal footing
¢ —this will in time t.ach them thar they ore
* by nature men, if they have fenfe and fpirit,

“ and
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“ and that only by convention they are Lords.
“ We muft afliduoufly collett anecdot-es, and
< the honourable and mean actions, both of the
< leaft and the greateft; and when their names
 occur in any records which are read in our
¢ meetings, let them ever be accompanied by
¢ thefe marks of their real worth.

« The great ftrength of our Order lics in its
¢ concealment , lct it never appear in any place
“in its own name, but always covered by an-
¢ other name, and another occupation. None
<< 15 fitter than the three lower degrees of Free Ma-
 fonry; the public s accuftomed to it ; expells
< httle from it, and thercfore takes hitle notice
< of 1it. Next to this the form of a learned or
< literary fociety is beft fuited to our purpole,
¢ and had Free Mafonry not exiited, this cover
¢¢ would have becen employed; and it may be
¢ much more than a cover, it may be @ powcer-
< ful engine 1n our bands. By ¢ftablfbing readiug
<« focscties, and fubjeription Jibraries, and taking
“ thefe under our direllion, an! fupplymg them
¢ through our labours, we may tura the public
< mind which way we wil.

¢ In like manner we mufl try to obtain anin-
< fluence in the military academies, (this may be
< of mighty confequence,) the printing-houfes,
< hookfellers® thops, (hapters, and in fhort in all
«¢ offices which have any cffec, either in fomm-
¢ g, or in managing, or even in dire@ing the

o2 ¢ mind
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“ mind of man: painting and engraving are
¢ highly worth our care *.”

* Could our Prefett” (obferveit is to the /-
minati Regentes he is {peaking, whofe officers are
Prefecti) < fill the judicatories of a ftate with'our
“ worthy members, he does all that man can do
¢ for the Order. Itis Dbetter than to gain the
“ Prince himfelf. Princes fhould never get be-
“yond the Scotch knmighthood. "They either
¢ never profecute any thing, or they twilt every
“ thing to their own advantagc.

“ A Literary Society is the moft proper form
¢ for the introduction of our Order into any ftate
“ where we are yet flrangers.” (Mark this!)

< The power of the Order muft iurely be turned
< to the advantage of its Members. All muft be
¢ aflifted. "They mult be preferred to all perfons
< otherwife of equal mait. Money, fervices, ho-
¢ nour, gocds, and blood, muft be expended for
¢« the fully proved Bretiiren, and the unfortunate
« muft be relieved by the funds of the Society.”

As evidence that this was not only their in-
flruftions, but alfo their affiduous pradtice, take’
the following rcport {rom the overleer of Greece
(Bavaria) :

* (They were frongly fufpefted of ﬂaving publithed
fome fcandalous caricatwies, and fome very immoral prints.)
They fcrupled at no mean, however bafe, for corrupting the
nation. Mirabeau had done the {ame thing at Berlin. By

politieal caricatures and filthy prints, they corrupt even
fuch as canqot rcad.
In
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In Catd's hand-writing.

¢ The number (about 6oo) of Members re-
¢ Jates to Bavaria alone.

<« In Munich there is a wcll-conftituted meet-
< ing of Iluminatr Mayores, a meeting of excel-
¢ lent Dlununats Minores, a rvefpetable Grand
e Lodge, and two Minerval Aflemblies. There
¢ is a Minerval Aflembly at Freyfling, at Landf-
“ berg, at Burghaufen, at Stratburg, at Ingol-
¢ ftadt, and at laft at Regenfburg *.

¢ At Munich we have bought a houfe, and
“ by clever meafutes have brought things fo far,
¢ that the citizens take no notice of it, and even
¢ fpeak of us with efteem. We can openly go
¢ to the houfe every day, and carry on the bufi-’
« nefs of the Lodge. This is a great deal for
¢ this city. In the houfe is a good mufeum of
¢¢ natural hiftory, @nd apparatus for experiments :
¢ alfo a library which daily increafes. The
¢« garden is well occupied by botanic {pecis
“ mens, and the whole has the appearance of
¢ a fociety of zealous naturalifts.

« We get all the literary journals. We take
« care, by well-timed pieces, to make the citi-
¢ zens and the Princes a little more noticed for

* In this fmall surbuleat city there were eleven fecret
focieties of Mafons, Rofycrucians, Clair-vayants, &c.

Q3 ¢ certain
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“ certain little flips. We oppofe the monks
< with all our might, and with great fuccefs.

“ The Lodge is conftituted entirely according
tto our fyftem, and has broken off entirely
¢ from Berlin, and we have nearly finithed our
‘¢ tranfaétions with the Lodges of Poland, and
¢ {hall have them under our direftion.

¢ By the adtivity of our Brethren, the Jefuits
“ have been kept out of all the profefforial
% chairs at Ingolftadt, and our friends prevail.”

« The Widow Duchefs has fet up her aca-
“ demy entirely according to our plan, ard we
¢ have all the Profeffors in the Order. Five of
¢ them are excellent, and the pupils will be pre-
¢¢ pared for us.

“ We have got Pylades put at the head of the
<« Fifc, and he has the church-money at his
¢ difpofal. By properly ufing this money, we
“ have been enabled to put our Brother ’s
« houfehold in good order ; ‘which he had de-
« ftroyed by going to the Jews. We have fup-
<« ported mere Brethren under fimilar misfor-
¢ tunes.

¢ QOur Ghoftly Brethren have been very for-

¢« tunate this laft year, for we have procured for

< them feveral good benefices, parifhes, tutors
¢ fhips, &c.

“ Through our means Arminius and Cortez

# have gotten Profefforfhips, and many of our

¢ younges-
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¢ younger Brethren have obtained Burfaries by
“ pur help.

* We have been very fuccefsful againft the
¢ Jefuits, and brought things to fuch a bearing,
¢ that their revenues, fuch as the Miflion, the
¢ Golden Alms, the I'xerciles, and the Conver~
“ fion Box, are now under the management of
“ our friends. So aire alfo their concerns in
¢ the univerfity and the German fchool found-
‘“ ations. The application of all will be deter-
* mined prefently, and we have fix members
¢ and four friends in the Court. This has coft
¢ our fenate fome nights want of fleep.

« Two of our beft youths have got journies
« from the Court, and they will go to Vienna,
¢ where they will do us great furvice,

¢ All the German fchools, and the Benevo-
¢ lent Society, are at laft under out direltion.

¢« We have got feveral zealous members in
¢ the courts of juffice, and we arc able to afford
¢¢ them pay, and other good additions.

< Lately, we have got pofleflion of the Bar-
¢ tholomew Inftitution for young clergymen,
¢ having fecured all its fupporters. Through
$¢ this we fhall be able to fupply Bavaria with fit
s priefts.

¢ By a letter from Philo we learn, that one
¢ of the higheft dignitics in the church was ob-
¢ tained for a zealous liluminatus, in oppofition

04 “ ¢ven,
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¢ even to the authority and right of the Bithop
& of Spire, who is reprefented as a bigotted and
“ tyrannical prieft.”

-Such were the lefler myfteries of the Illumi.
pati. But there remain the higher myfteries. The
fyftem of thefe has not been printed, and the de-
grees were conferred only by Spartacus himfelf,
from papers which he never entrufted to any per-
fon. They were only read to the candidate, but
no copy was taken. The publither of the Neug/te
HArbeitung fays that he has read them (fo fays
Grollman). He fays, * that in the firff degree of
« Macus or PHILosoPHUS, the doftrines are the
& fame with thofe of Spinoza, where all is mate-
¢ ri'al, God and the world are the fame thing, and
¢ all religion whatever is without foundation, and
¢ the contrivance of ambitious men.” The fe-
cond degree, or REX, teaches, “ that every pea-
< fant, citizen, and houfeholder is a fovereign, as
¢ in the Patriarchal ftate, and that nations muft
«.be brought back to that ftate, by whatever
¢ means are conducible—peaceably, if it can be
¢ done; but, if not, then by force—for all fubor.
¢ dination muftvanith fromthe face of the earth.”

The author fays further, that the German
Union was, to his certain knowledge, the waik of
the Illuminati.

The private correfpondence that has been
publithed is by no means the whole of what was

difcovered
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difcovered at Landthut and Baffus Hoff, and
government got a great deal.of ufeful inform-
ation, which was concealed, both out of regard
to the families of the peifons concerned, and
alfo that the reft might not know the utmoft ex»
tent of the difcovery, and be lefs on their guard.
A third colleftion was found under the found-
ation of the houfe in which the Lodge Theodor
wom guten Rath had been held. But none of this
has appeared. Enough furely has been difcos
vered to give the public a very juft idea of the
defigns of the Society and its connections.

Lodges were difcovered, and are mentioned ia
the private papers already publifhed, in the fol-
lowing places ;

Munich Weftphalia (feveral)
Ingolftadt Heidelberg
Frankfort Mannheim
Echftadt Strafburgh ()
Hanover Spire

Brunfwick Worms

Calbe Dufleldorff
Magdeburgh Cologne

Caflel Bonn (3)
Ofnabruck Livonia (many)
Weimar Courland (many)
Upper Saxony (feveral) Frankendahl
Auftria (14) Alface (many)

Vienna
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Vienna (4)
Hefle (many)
Buchenwerter
Mompeliayd
Stutgard (3)
Carlfruhe
Anfpach
Neuwied (2)
Mentz (2)
Poland (many)
Turin
England (8)
Scotland (2)
Warfaw (2)

Deuxponts

Coufel

Treves (2)
Aix-la-Chapelle (2)
Bari.chied
Hahrenberg
Switzerland (many)
Rome

Naples

Ancona

Florence

France

Holland (many )
Drefden (4)

America (feveral}. N.B. This was before 1756.

I have picked up the names of the follow:ng

members :

Spartacus,
Philo,

Amelius,
Bayard,
Diomedes,
Cato,

Weifhaupt, Profeffor.
Knigge, Freyherr, i. e,
Gentleman,
Bode, F. H,
Bulche, F. H.
Conftanza, Marg,
Zwack, Lawyer.
Torring, Count,
Khreitmaier, Prince,
Utfchneider, Profeflor.
Coffandey, Profeflor.
Renner, Profeflor.
Grunberger,
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Pythagoras,

Hannibal,
Brutus,
Lucian,

Zoroafler, Confucius,
Hermes Trilmegiftus,

Sulla,

Grunberger, Profeflor.
Balderbufch, F. H.
Lippert, Counfellor.
Kundl, ditto,
Bart, ditto.
Leiberhauer, Prieft.
Kundler, Profeflor.
Lowling, Profeflor.
Vachency, Counfellor.
Moraufky, Count.
Hoffsietter, Surveyor of
Roads.

Strobl, Book{cller.
Weftenrieder, Profeffor.
Babo, Profeffor.
Baader, Profeflor.
Burzes, Prieft.
Pfruntz, Prieft.
Baffus, Baron.
Savioli, Count.
Nicholai, Bookfeller.
Bahrdt, Clergyman.
Baierhamer.
Socher, School Infpe&tor.
Dillis, Abbé.
Meggenhoff, Paymafter.
Danzer, Canon.
Braun, ditto.

Fifcher,
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Pythagoras, (2d,)
Marius,

Saladin,

Cornelius Scipio,

Tycho Brahe,
Thales,

Atiila,

Ludovicus Bavarus,
Shaftefbury,
Coriolanus,
Timon,
Tamerlane,

Livius,

THE ILLUMINATI

Fifcher, Magiftrate.
Frauenberger, Baron.
Kaltner, Lieutenant,
Drexl, Librarian.
Hertel, Canon,
Dachfel.

Dilling, Counfellor.
Seefeld, Count,

G untheim, ditto.
Morgellan, ditto,
Ecker, ditto.

Ow, Major.
Werner, Counfellor,
Berger, ditto.
Wortz, Apothecary.
Mauvillon, Colonel,
Mirabeau, Count.
QOrleans, Duke.
Hochinaer.

Gafpar, Merchant.
Kapfinger,

Sauer.

Lofi.

Steger.

Tropponero, Zufchwartz.

Michel.
Lange.
Badorffer.

Cicero,

CHAP.: 11,
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Cicero, Pfeft.
Ajax, Maflenhaufen, Count,.

I have not been able to find who perfonated
Minos, Furiphon, Celfius, Mahomet, Hercules,
Socrates, Philippo Strozzi, Euclides, and fome
others who have been uncommonly altive in
carrying forward the great caufe.

The chief publications for giving us regular ac-
counts of the whole, (befides the original write
ings,) are,

1. erjé Abficht des Illuminaten Ordens.

Nachtrages (3.) an denfelben.

3 Weifbaupt’s improved Syfiem.

4. Syftem des llum. Ordens aus dem Original-
[ehriften gezogen.

1 may.now be permitted to make a few reflec
tions on the accounts already given of this Order,
which has fo diftinétly concentrated the cafual and
fcattered efforts of its prompters, the Chevaliers
Bicnfarfants, the Philalcthes, and Amis Reunis of-
France, and carried on the fyftem of enlighten-
ing and reforming the world.

The great aim profefled by the Order is to make
men bappy, and the means profefled tq be employ-
ed, as the only and furely effetive, is making them
good; and this is tu be brought about by enlight-
ening the mind, and freemg 1t from the dominion of
Superfiition and prejudices. 'This purpofe is €f-

fected
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fected by its producing a yuf? and fleady moralsty.
This done, and becoming univerfal, there can be
Little doubt but that the peace of fociety will be
the confequence,~—that government, fubordina-
tion, and all the difagreeable coercions of civil go-
vernments will be unneceffary,—and that fociety
may go on peaceably in a ftate of perfett liberty
and equality.

But furely it requires no angel from heaven to
tell us that if every man is virtuous, there will be
no vice; and that there will be peace on earth,
and good-will between 11an and man, whatever
be the differences of rank and fortunc; fo that
Liberty and Equality fcem not to be the neceflary
confequences of this juft morality, nor neceflary
requifites for this national happinefs. We may
queftion, therefore, w hether thelllumination which
makes this a neceffary condition i a clear and
a pure' light. It may be a falfe glare fhowing
the object only on one fide,s tinged with partial
colours thrown on it by neighbouring objetts.
We fee fo much wifdom in the general plans of
mature, that we are apt to think that there is the
fame in what relates to the human mind, and that
the God of nature wccomplifhes his plans in this
as well as in other inftances. We are even difpof-
ed to think that human nature would fuffer by it.
The rational nature of man is not contented with
meat and drink,and raiment,and fhelter,butisalfa

Q pleafed
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pleafed with exerting many powers and facultics,
and wirh gratifying many taftes, which could
hardly have exiftence in a fociety where all are
equal. We fay that there can be no doubt but that
the pleafure arifing from the contemplation of the
works of art—the pleafure of intelle€tual cultiva-
tion, the pleafure of mgere ornament, are rational,
diftinguifh man from a brute, and e fo general,
that there is hardly « mind fo rude as not to feel
them. Of all thefe, and of all the difficult fciences,
all moft rational, and in themfclves moft inno-
cent, and moft delightful to a cultivated mind,
we fhould be deprived in a focicty where all are
equal. No individual could give employment to
the talents neceflary for creating and improving
thefe ornamental comforts of life. 'We are abfo-
lutely certain that, even in the moft favourable
fituations on the face of the earth, the moft un-
tainted virtue in every bronft could not raife man
to that degree of cultivaticn that is poflcfled by
citizens very low in any of the ftates of Europe ;
and in the fituation of moft countries we are ac-
quainted with, the ftate of man would be much
lower : for, at our very fetting out, we muft grant
that the liberty and equality here fpoken of muft
be complete; for there mult not be fuch a thing
as a farmer and bis cottager. This would be as
unjuft, as much the caufe of difcontent, as the
gentleman and the farmer.

This
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This fcheme therefere feems contrary to the de-
figns of our Creator, who has every where placed
us in thofe fituations of inequality that are here fo
much reprobated, and has given us ftrong propen.
fittes by which we relith thofe énjoyments, We
alfo find that they may be enjqyed in peace and in.
nocence. And laftly, we imagine that the vil.
lain, who, in-the ftation of a profeflor, would
plunder a Prince, would alfo plunder the farmer if
he were his cottager. 'The Illumination therefore
that appears to have the beft chance of making
mankind happy is that which will teach us the
Merality which will refpect the comforts of culti.
vated Society, and teach us to prote& the pnf-
feffors in the innocent enjoyment of them; that
will enable us to perceive and admire the tafte and
elegance of Architeture and Gardening, with.
out any wifh to fweep“the palaces, the gardens,
and their owner, from off the earth, merely be-
caufe he is their owner.

We are thereforc fufpicious of this Illumina.
tion, and apt to afcribe this violent antipathy to
Pringes and fubordinaiion-te the very caufe that
makes true lllumination, and juft Morality pro-
ceeding from it, fo neceflary to public happinefs,
namely, the vice and injuftice of thofe who can.
not innocently have the command of thofe offen-
five elegancies of human life. Luxurious tafte,
kecn defires, and unbridled paffions, would

8 prompt
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prompt to all this; and this Hlumination is, as
e fee, equivalent to them in effe®. The aim of
the Order is not to enlighten the mind of man,
and fhow him his moral obligations, arid by the
practice of his duties to make fociety peacéablé,
pofleflion fe¢ure, and coercion unneceffary, fo that
all may be at reft and happy, even though all
were equal ; but to get rid of the coercion which
muft be employed in the place of morality, that
'the innocent rich may be robbed with impunity
by the idle and profligate poor. But to do this,
an unjuft cafuiftry muft be employed inftead of 2
juft Morality ; and this muft bedefended or fug»
gefted, by mifreprefenting the true ftate of man,
and of his relation to the univerfe, and by remov:
ing the reftritions of religion, and giving a fuper-
lative value to all thofe conftituents of human en-
joyment, which true Illumination fhows us to be
but very fmall concerns of a rational and virtuous
mind. The more clgfely we examine the prin-
ciples and pradlice of the Illuminati, the mord
dlearly do we perceive that this is the cafe
Their firft and immediate aim is to get the pofs
fefion of riches; power, and influence, withe
out induflry ; and, to accomplifh this, they want
#o abolith Chriftianity ; and then diffolute man.
ners and univerfal profligacy will procure them
the adberence of all the wicked, and emable
them to overturn all the civil governments of
P Europe;
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Furope; after which they will think of farther
conquefts, and extend their operations to the
other quarters of the globe, till they have re-
duced mankind to the ftate of one undiftinguifh-
able chaotic mals.

But this is too chimerical to be thought their
veal aim. Their Founder, I dare fay, never enter-
tained fuch hopes, nor troubled himf(:lf with the
fate of diftant lands. But it comes in his way when
he puts on the mafk of humanity and benevolence:
it muft embrace all mankind, only beeaufe it muft
beftrongerthan panictifm andloyalty, which ftand
in his way. Oblerve that Weilhaupt rook a name
expreflive of his principles. Spartacus was a gla-
diator, who hcaded an infurreftion of Roman
flaves, and for three years kept the city in ter-
ror. Whcithaupt fays in one of lus letters, «“1
““ never was fond of empty tiles ; but {fuicly that
“ man has a childith foul who would not as rca-
¢ dily choofe the name of Spartacus as that of Oc-
“ tavius Auguftus.”  The names which he gives
to feveral of his pang exprefs their differences
of fentiments. Plulo, Lucim, and others, are
very figmficantly given to Knigge, Nicholai, &ec.
Hle was vain of the name Spartacus, becaufe he
confidered himfelf as employed fomcwhat in the
fame way, leading flaves to freedoni.  Princes
and Pricfts arc mentioned by him o all occafions
n terms of abhorrence.

Spartacus



CHAP, 1L THE ILLUMINATIL a1y

Spartacus employs powerful means. In the
ftyle of the Jefuits, (as he fays,) he confiders
every mean as confecrated by the end for which
it is employed, and he fays with great truth,

¢ Floitere fi nequee fuperos, Acheronta movebo.”

To fave his reputation, he fcruples not to mur-
der his innocent child, and the woman whom he
had held in his arms with emotions of fondnefs
and affettion. But lett this fhould appear too
felfih a motive, he fays, ¢ Had I fallen, my
“ precious Order would have fallen with me;
¢t the Order which is to blefs mankind. 1fhould
“ not again have been able to fpeak of virtue
“ {o as to make any lafting impreflicn. My ex-
¢ ample might have ruined many young men.”
This he thinks will excufe, nay fan&ify any
thing. ¢ My letters are my greateft vindication."”
Ile employs the Chriftian Religion, which he
thinks a faifehood, angd which he is afterwards to
explode, as the mean for inviting Chrutians of
every denomination, and gradually cajoling them,
by clearing up their Chriftian doubts in fucceffion,
till he lands them in Deifm ; or if he finds them
unfit, and too religious, he gives them a Stz bene,
and then laughs at the fears, or perhaps mad-
nefs, in whick he leaves them. Having got them
the length of Deifm, they are declared to be fit,
and he receives them inte the higher myfteries.
But left they thonid ftill fhrink hack. dazzled by

P2 the
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the Pandemonian glare of Illuminatior: which will
now burft upon them, he exaéls from them, for
the firft time, a bond of perfeverance. But, as
Philo fays, there is little chance of tergiverfa-
tion. The life and honour of moft of the candi-
dates are by this time in his hand. They have
been long occupied in the vile and corrupting
office of fpies on all around them, and they are
found fit for their prefent honours, bzcaufe they
have difcharged this office to his fatisfaction, by
the reports which they have given in, containing
ftories of their neirhbours, nay even of therr own
gang. ‘They may be ruined in the world by dif-
clofing thefe, cither privately or publicly. A man
who had once brought himfelf into this perilous
fituation durft not go back. 1le might have been
left indeed in any degree of llumination; and, if
Religion has not been quite eradicated from his
mind, he muit be in that condition of painful
anxiety and doubt that makes him defperate, fit
t-r the full operation of fanaticifim, and he may be
engaged, 1z the caufe of God, * to commit all kind
¢ of wickednels with greedinefs.”” In this ftate
of mind, a man fhuts his eyes, and rufhes on.
Had Spartacus fuppofed that he was dealing with
good mien, his conduét would have been the re-
verfe of all this, There is no occafivn for this
bond from a perfon convinced of the excellency
of the O1der. But he kpew them to be unprin.

cipled,
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cipled, and that the higher myfteries were fo dar-
ing, that even fome of fuch men would ftart at
them. But they muft not blab.

Having thus got rid ol Religion, Sparracus
could with more fafety bring into view the great
aim of all his efforts—to rule the world by means
of his Order. As the immediate mean for at
taining this, he holds out the profpett of freedom
from civil fuburdination. Perfet Liberty and
Lquality are interwoven with every thing ; and
the flattering thought is continually kept up, that
“¢ by the wile contrivance of this Order, the moft
“ complete knowledge is obtained of the real
“ worth of every perfon ; the Order will, for its
““ gwn _fake, and therefore certainly, place every
“ man in that fituation in which he can be moft
¢ effetive. The pupils are convinced that the
“ Order wi/l rule the world. Every member
« thexefore becomes a ruler.” We all think our-
felves qualified to rule. The dithcult tafk is to obey
with propriety ; but we are honeltly generons in
our profpets of future command. It is there-
fore an alluring thought, both to good and bad
men. By this lure the Order will fpread. If
they are aélive in infinuating their members into
offices, and in keeping out others, (which the
private correfpondence fhows to have been the
cafe,) they may have had frequent experience of
their fuccefs in gainin% au influence on the worldz

Pj This
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This n uft whet their zeal. If Weiftaupt was a
fincere Cofmo-polite, he had the pleafure of fee-
ing < his work profpering in his hands.”

It furely needs little argument now to prove,
that the Order of Illuminati had for its immediate
objett the abolithing of Chriftianity, (at leaft this
was the intention of the Founder,) with the fole
view of overturning the civil government, by in-
troducing univerfal diffolutenefs and profligacy of
manners, and then getting the affiftance of the
corrupted fubjcéls to overfet the throne. The
whole condudt in the preparation and inftruction
of the Prefbyter and Regens is diretted to this
point.  Philo fays, ¢ 1 have been at unweancd
% puins to remove the fears of fome who imagine
¢ that our Superiors want to abelith Chriftianity;
“ but by and by their prejudices will wear off,
* and they will be more at their cafe. Were I
¢ to let them know that our Gencral holds all
“ Religion to be a lie, and ufes even Deifm, only
“ to lead men by the nofe~Were I to connett
 myfelf again with the Free Mafons, and tett
* them our defigns to ruin their Fraternity by
¢ this circular letter (2 letter to the Lodge in
* Courland)—Were 1 but to give the lcaft hint
“ to any of thePrinces of Greece (Bavaria )—No,
“ my anger fhall not carry me {o far.—AnOrder,
% forfooth, which m this manner abufes human
¥ pature—which will fubject men to a bondage

“ more
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* more intolerable than Jefuitifm—I could put
“ it on a refpectable footing, and the world would
¢ be ours. Should I mention our fundamental
¢¢ principles, (even after all the pains I have been
‘¢ at to mitigate them,) fo unqueftionably danger-
“ ous to the world, who would remain? What
“ fignifies the innocent ceremonies of the Prieft’s
“ degree, as I have compofed it, in comparifon
¢ with your maxim, that we may ufe for a good
* end thofe means which the wicked employ for
¢ a bafe purpofe ?”’

Brutus writes, ¢ Numenius now acquielces in
¢ the mortality of the foul; but, I fear we fhall
¢ lofe Ludovicus Bavarus. He told Spartacus,
“ that lic was miftaken when he thought that he
“ had fwallowed his {tupid Mafonry. No, he faw
‘¢ the trick, and did not admire the end that re-
““ quired it. I don’t know what to do; a Sw
¢ bene would make him mad, aud he will blow
“ us all up. ) i

¢ The Order muft poflefs the power of life and
“ death in confequence of our Oath; and with
‘¢ propriety, for the fame reafon, and by the fame
“ right, that any government in tne world Pof-
“ fefles it: for the Order comes in their place,
* making them unneceffary. When things can-
“ not be otherwife, and ruin would enfue if the
¢ Affociation did not employ this mean, the
¢ Order muft, as weii as public rulers, employ

P4 “ it
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< it for the good of mankind ; therefore for its
“ own prefervation.” (N. B. Obferve here the
cafuiftry.) ¢ Nor will the political conftitutions
¢ {uffer by this, for there are always thoufands

¢ equally ready and able to fupply the place.”
‘We need not wonder that Diomed:s told the
Profeflors, ¢ that death, inevitable death, from
¢ which no potentate could prote&t them, await-
¢ ed every traitor of the Order;” nor that the
French Convention propofed to take off the Ger-
man Princes and Generalsbyfword or poifor, &e.
Spartacus might tickle the fancy of his Order
with the notion of ruling the world ; but I ima-
gine that his own immediate object was ruling the
Order. The happinefs of mankind was, like Wei-
fhaupt’s Chriftianity, a mere tool, a tool which the
Regentes made a joke of.  But Spartacus would
rule the Regentes ; this he could not fo eafily ac-
complith. His defpotifmwas infupportable tomoft
of them, and finally brought all to light. When
he could not perfuade them by his own firm-
nefs, and indeed by his fuperjor talents and dif-
intereftednefs in other refpects, and his unweari.
ed. adtivity, he employed jefuitical tricks, caufing
them to fall out with each other, fetting them as
fpies on each other, and feparating any two that
he faw attached to each other, by makinyg the one
a Mafter of theother; and, in thort, he left nothing
pndone that could fecure his uncontrolled com-
mand,
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mand. This caufed Philo to quit the Order,
and made Baffus, Von Torring, Kreitmaier, and
feveral other gentlemen, ceafe attending themeet-
ings; and it was their mutual diffenfions which
made them fpeak too freely in public, and call on
themfelves fo much notice. At the time of the
difcovery, the party of Weifhauptconfifted chiefly
of very mean people, devoted to him, and willing
to execute his orders, that by being his fervants,
they might have the pleafure of commanding
others.

The obje&s, the undoubted objeéts of this Afe
fociation, are furely dangerous and deteftable ;
namely, to overturn the prefent conftitutions of
the European States, in arder to introduce a
chimera which the hiftory of mankind fhows to
be contrary to the nature of man.

Naturam expellas furcd, tamen ufgue recurret,

Suppofe it poflible, and done in peace, the new
fyftem could not ftand unlefs every principle of
altivity in the human mind be enthralled, all in-
citement 10 exertion and induftry removed, and
man brought into a condition incapable of im.
provement; and this at the expence of every thing
that is valued by the beft of men—by mifery and
devaftation~by loofening all the bands of fociety.
To talk of morality and virtue in conjuntlion
with fuch fchemes is an infult to common fenfe ;
diffolutenefs of manners alone can bring men to

think of it.
Is
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Is it not aftoniflung, thercfore, to hear people
m this country exprcis any regard for this infti-
tution ? Is it not moft mortifying to think that
there are Lodges of llluminated among us? 1
think that nothing bids fairer for weaning our
iconfiderate countrymen {rom having any con-
netion with them, than the faithful account
here given. Thope that there are few, very few ot
our countrymen, and none whom we call friend,
who can think that an Order which held fucli
doétrines, and which pradtifed fuch things, can be
any thing clfe thon a ruinous Affociation, a gang
of profligates. Al their profcflions of the love
of mankind aie vain; their Hlumination mufk
be a bewilder'ng blaze, and totally ineflectual
for its purpofe, for it has had no fuch influence
on the leaders of the band ; vet it feems quite
adequate to the effects it has produced ; for fuch
are the characters of thofe who forget God.

¥ we in the next place attend to their mode
of education, and examine it by thofe rules of
common fenfe that we apply in other cafes of
conduét, we fhall find it equally unpromifing.
The fyftem of Illuminatifm is one of the expla-
nations of Free Mafonry; and it has gained
many partifans. Thefe explanations reft their
credit and their preference on their own merits.
There 1s fomething in themfelves, or in one of
thém as diftinguithed from another, which pro-
cures it the prcference for its own fake. There-

fore,
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fore, to give this Order any dependence on Free
Maforry, is to degrade the Order. To intro-
duce a Mafonic Ritual into a manly inftitution,
is to degrade it to a frivolous amufement for
great children. Men really exerting themfelves
to reform the world, and qualified for the talk,
muft have been difgufted with fuch occupations.
They betray a frivolous conception of the tafk in
which they are really engaged. To imagine
that men engaged in the ftruggle and rivalthip
of life, under the influence of felfith, or mean,
or impctuous paffions, are to be wheedled into
candid fentiments, or a generous condu, as
a froward child may fometimes be made gentle
and traltable by a rattle or humming-top, be-
trays great ignorance of human nature, and
an arrogant felf-conceit in thofe who can ima-
gine that all but themfelves are babics. The
further we proceed, the more do we fee of this
want of wifdom. “The whole prucedure of their
inftruction fuppofes fuch a complete furtender of
freedom of theught, of common fenfe,and of com-
mon caution, that it feerus impoffible that it fhould
not have alarmed every fenfible mind. This in.
decd happened before the Order was feven years
old. It was wife indeed to keep their Aregpa-
gtz out of fight; but who can be fo filly as to
believe that their nnknown Superiors were all
and always faultlefs men? But had they been the

men,
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men they were reprefented to be,—it I have any
knowledge of my own heart, or any capacity
of drawing jult inferences from the condudl of
others, I am perfuaded that the knowing his
Superiors would have animated the pupil to ex-
ertion, that he might exhibit a pleafing fpectacle
to fuch intelligent and worthy judges. Did not
the Stoics profefs themlelves to be encouraged in
the {cheme of life, by the thought that the im-
mortal Godg were looking on and pafling their
judgments on their manner of alting the part
affigned them? DBut what abject fpirit will be
contented with working, zealonfly working, for
years, after a plan of which he is never to learn
the full meaning ? In fhort, the only knowledge
that he can perceive, is knowledge in its worft
form, Cunning. This muft appear in the contiie
vances by which he will foon find that he is
kept in complete fubjetion. 1f he is a true and
zealous Brother, he has put himfelf in the power
of his Superiors by his refcripts which they re-
quired of him on pretence of their learning his
own charalter, and of his learning how to know
the charalters of other men. In thefe refcripts
they, have got his thoughts on many delicate
points, and on the condué of others. His Di-
reftors may ruin him by betraying him ; and rhis
without being feen in it. I fhould think that
wife mep would know that none but weak or

bad
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bad men would fubje¢t themfelves to fuch a tafk.
They exclude the good, the manly, the only fit
perfons for affifting them in their endcavouts to
inform and to rule the world.  Indeed I may fay
that this exclufion is almoft made already by
connedting the Order with FreeMafonry. Lodges
are not the reforts of fuch men. They may
fomctimes be found there for an hour’s relax.
ation. But thefe places are the haunts of the
young, the thoughtlefs, the idle, the weak, the
vain, or of defigning Literati; and accordingly
this is the condition of three-fuurths of the MHlus
minati whofe names are known to the public.
I own that the reafons given to the pupil for pre-
feribing thefe tafks are artful, and well adapted
to produce their effe@t. During the flurry of re-
ception, and the glow of expeétation, the danger
may not be fufpected; but I hardly imagine
that it will remain unperceived when the pupil
fits down to writehis firll lcffon. Mafon Lodges,
however, were the moft likely places for find-
ing and enlifting members. Youne vien, warmed
by declamations tecaing with the flimfy mo-
ral cant of Cofimo-politifin, are in the proper
frame of mind for tirs llumination. It now ap-
pears alfo, that the diffenfions in Free Mafonry
muft have had great influence in promoting
this fcheme of Weithaupt’s, which was, in many
particulars, fo unp,omifing, becaule it prefup-

'pof;s
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pofes fuch a degradation of the mind. But when
the {chifmatics in Mafonry difputed with warmth,
trifles came to acquire unfpeakable importance.
The hankering after wonder was not in the leaft
abated by all the tricks which had been detetted,
and the impoffibility of the withed-for difcovery
had never been demonftrated to perfons prepof-
fefled in its favour. They ftill chofe to believe
that the fymbols contained fome important fecret;
and happy will be the man who finds it out. The
more frivolous the fymbols, the more does the
heart cling to the myitery; and, toa mind in this
anxious ftatc, Weithaupt’s proffer was enticing,
He laid before them a fcheme which was fome-
what feafible, was magnificent, furpafling our con-
ceptions, but at the fame time fuch as permitted
us to expatiate on the fubiect, and even to am-
plify it at pleafure in our imaginations without
abfurdity. It does not appear to me wonderful,
therefore, that fo many were falcinated till they
became at laft regardlfs of the abfurdity and in-
confiftency of the means by which this {plendid
obje&t was to be attained. Hear what Sparta-
cus himfelf fays of hidden myfteries. < Of all
¢ the means I know to lead men, the moft effec-
¢« tual is a concealed myftery. The hanker-
« ing of the mind is irrefiftible ; and if once a
“ man has taken it into his head that there is a
* myftery in a thing, it is impoflible to get it

¢ out,
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< out, either by argument or experience. And
“ then, we can fo change notions by merely
< changingaword. What more contemptible than
< fanaticifm ; butcall it enthufrafin ; then add the
“ little word noble, and you may lead him over
“ the world. Nor are we, in thele bright days,
¢- a bit better than our fathers, who found the
«¢ pardon of their fins myftcrioufly contained in
“a much greater fin, viz. leaviag their family,
 and going barefooted to Rome.”

Such being the employment, and fuch the dif-
ciples, thould we expeQl the fruits to be very pre-
cious? No. The doétrines which were gradually
unfolded were {uch as fuited thofe who continued
in the Curfis Acadeniws.  "Thofe who did not,
becaufe they did not hke them, got a Sta benc ;
they were not fit for advancement. The num-
bers however wcre great; Spartacus boafted of
600 in Bavaria alonein 1783. We don’t know
many of them ; few of thofe we know were in
the upper ranks of life ; and I can [ce that it re-
quired much wheedling, and many letters of loug
worded German compliments from the proud
Spartacus, to win even a young Baron or a Graf
juft come of age.” Men in an ealy fituation in
life could not brook the employment of a fpy,
which is bale, cowardly, and corrupting, and has
in all ages and countries degraded the perfon who
engages in it. Can the perfon be called wife

9 vheo
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who thus enflaves himfelf? Such perfons give up
the right of private judgment, and rely on their
unknown Superiors with the blindeft and mofl
abje confidence: For their fakes, and to rivet
fiill fafter their own fetters, they engage in the
moft corrupting of all employments—and for
what ?~To learn fomething more of an Order, of
which every degree explodes the doftrine of a
former one. Would it have hurt the young I/~
luminatus to have it explained to him all at once ¥
Would not this fire his mind——when he {ees with
the fame glance the great obje, and the fitnefs
of the means for attaining it > Would not the ex-
dlted charatters of the Superiors, fo much excels
ling himfelf in talents, and virtue, and happinefs,
(otherwile the Order is good for nothing,) warm
his heart, and fill him with emulation, fince he
fees in them, that whatis {o ftrongly preached to
him is an attainable thing? No, no—it is all a
trick ; he muft be kept like a child, amufed with
wattles, and ftars, and ribands—and all the fatif-
fa&ion he obtains is, like the Mafons, the diver-

fion of fecing others running the fame gauntlet.
‘Weithaupt acknowledges that the great in-
fluence of the Order may be abufed. Surely, in
no way fo cafily or fo {atally as by corrupting or
feduétive leffons in the beginning. The miftake or
error of the pupil is undilcoverable by himfelf, (ac-
cording to the genuine principles of lllumination,)y
11 for
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for the pupil muft belicve his Mentor to be in-
fallible—with him alone he is connefted—his
leflons only muft he learn. Who can tell him
that he has gone wrong—o1 who can fet him
right ?

Here, therefore, there is confufion and defi-
ciency. There muft be fome ftandard to which
appeal can be made; but this is inacceflible to all
within the pale ot the Order ; it is thercfore with-
out this pale, and independent of the Order—
and it is attainable only by abanduning the Order.
The Quisus LicrT, the Primo, the Sori, can
procurc no light to the perfon who does not
know that he has been led out of the right road
to virtue and happinefs. The Superiors indced
draw much ufeful information from thefe re-
ports, though they affect to ftand in no need of
it, and they make a cruel return.

All this is fo much out of the natural road of
inftruction, that, on this account alone, we may
prefume that it is wrong. We are generally fafe
when we follow Nature’s plans. A child learns in
his father’s houfe, by fecing, and by imitating,and
in common domeftic education, he gets much ufee
ful knowledge, and the chief habits which are
afterwards fo regulate his condu@®. Example
does almott every thing; and, with refpcét to what
may be called living, as diftinguifhable from pro-,
feflion, fpeculation and argumentative inftruion

QL are
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are feldom employed, or of any ufe. The in-
difpenfablenefs of mutual forbearince and obe-
dience, for domeftic peace and happinel:, forms
moft of thefe habits ; and the child, under good
parents, is kept in a fituadon that makes vutue
eaficr than vice, and Fe becon:. wue and good
without any exprels ftudv about the nuatter.

But this Hllumination plan is daiknefs over all

-1t 1s too artificial—and the topice, from which
couniel is to be drawn, cannot be taken from the
peculiar views of the Order—for thefe are yet a
fecret for the pupil—and wuft cver be a fecret for
him while under tuition. They muit t:erefore
be drawn from common fources, and the Order
is of no ufe; all that can naturally be eflectuated
by this Aflociation 13 the fornmung and aflidvoudly
foftering a narrow, Jewifth, corporation ipirit,
totally oppofite to the benevolent pretenfions of
the Order. The pupil can fee nothing but this,
that there is a fet of meny whom he does not
know, who may acquire incontrollable power,
and may perhaps make ufc of him, but for what
purpofe, and in what way, he does not know ;
how can he know that his endcavours are to
‘make man happier, any other way than as he
might have known it without having put this
collar round his own neck ?

Thefe reflections addrefs themfclves to all men

who profefs to conduél themiclves by the prin-
ciples
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ciples and diftates of common fenfe and pru-
dence, and who have the ordinary fhare of
candour and good-will to others. It requires no
fingular fenfibility of heart, nor great genero>
fity, to make fuch people think the dotrines
and views of the Illuminati falfe, abfurd, fool-
ith, and ruinous. But I hope that I addrefs
them to thoufands of my countrymen and friends,
who have much ligher notions of human nature,
and who cherifh with care the affe@ions and the
hopcs that are fuited to a rational, a benevolent,
and a high minded being, capable of endlefs im-
provement.

To thofe who enjoy the cheering confidence
in the fuperintendance and providence of God,
who confider themfelves as creatures whom he
has made, and whom he cares for, as the fubjets
of his moral government, this Order muft appear
with every character of falfehood and abfurdity
on its countenance.” What CAN BE MORE IM-
PrROBABLE than this, that He, whom we look up
to as the contriver, the maker, and direftor, of
this goodly frame of things, thould have fo far
miftaken his own plans, that this world of rational
creatures fhould have fubfifted for thoufands of
years, before a way could be found out, by which
his intention of making men good and happy
could be accomplifhed; and that this method
did not occur to the great Artift himfelf, nor even

Q2 to
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to the wifeft, aad happieft, and beft men upon
earth; but to a few infignificant perfons at Mu-
nich in Bavaria, who had been trying to raife
gholls, to change lead into gold, to tell fortunes,
or difcover treafurss, but had failed in all their
attempts ; men who had been engaged for years
in every whim which chyaterifes a weak, a
greedy, or a gloomy mind ? Finding all thefe be-
yond their reich, they combined their powers,
and, at once, found out this infinitely more im-
portant sLcr ¢ 1 —for fecret it muft flill be, other-
wife not only the Deity, but even thefe philofo-
phers, wiil fhil be difoppointed.

Yet this is the doctrine that muft be fwallowed
by the Minervals and the Wluninati Minores, to
whom it i5 not yet fafe to difclofe the grand fe-
cret, thut 1/ e 1 no fuch fuperintendance of Deity.
At laft, hovever, when the pupil has conceived
fuch exalted nouons of the kunowledge of his
teachers, and fuch low notions of the blunder-
ing projetor of this world, it may be no difficult
matter to perfuacc him that all his former notions
were only old wives teles. By this time he mult
have heard much about fuperftition, and how
men’s minds have been dazzled by this fplendid
piture of a Providence and a moral government
of the'univerfe. It now apperars inceinpatible with
the great obye(t of the Order, the principles of
univerfal liberty and equality-—it 1o therefore re-

jected
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jected without farther examination, for this rea-
fon alone. This was picciicly the argument ufed
in France for rejecting revealed religion. It was
incompatible with their Rishts of Man.

It is richly worth obferving how this principle
can warp the judgment, and give quite another
appearance to the fame objett.  'The reader will
not be difpleafed with a moft remarkable inflance
of it, which I beg leave to give at lencoth.

Our immortal Newton, whom the philofophers
of Lurope look up to as the honour of our
fpecies, whom even Mr. Bailly, the Prefident of
the National Aflembly of France, and Mayor of
Paris, cannot find words fuffiaently energetc to
praife ; this patient, fagacious, and fuccefsful
obferver of Nature, after having exhibired to the
wondering world the characteriftic property of
that principle of material nature by which all the
bodies of the folar fyftem are made to form a
conneCted and permanent univerfe; and after
having fhown that this law of ation alone was
adapted to this end, and that if gravity had de-
viated but one thoufandth part from the inverfe
duplicate ratio of the diftanccs, the fyftem muft,
in the courfe of a very few 1cvolutions, have gbne
into confufion and ruin—he fits down, and views
the goodly fcene,—and then clofes his Principles
of Natural Philofophy with this refleCtion (his
Scholium generale) :

Q.3 “ This
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¢¢ This moft elegant frame of things could not
¢ have arifen, unlefs by the contrivance and the
< diretion of a wife and powerful Being; and
¢ if the fixed ftars are the centres of {yftems, thefe
 fyltems muft be fimilar; and all thefe, con-
¢ ftructed according to the fame pian, are {ubjet
¢ to the government of one Being.  All thefe he
¢ governs, not as the foul of the world, but as
¢ the Lord of all ; therefore, on account of his
¢ government, he is called the Lord God—TTayrc-
“ xparwe 3 for God is a relative term, and refers
“ to fubjelts. Deity is God’s government, not
¢ of his own body, as thofe think who confider
¢ him as the foul of the world, but of his fer-
< yants, The fupreme God 1s a Being eternal,
¢ infinite, abfolutely perfeét.  But a being, how-
<¢ ever perfelt, without government, 1s not God;
“ for we fay, my God, your God, the God of
¢ Ifrael. 'We cannot fay my eternal, my infinite.
¢ We may have fome notion; indeed of his at-
¢ tributes, but can have none of his nature,
* With yvefpett to bodies, we fee only fhapes
“ and colour—hear only founds—touch only
«¢ furfaces. Thelc are attributes of bodies ; but
« ¢f their effence we know nothing. As a
< blind man can form no notion of colours,
< we can form nonc of the manner in which,
“ God perceives, and underftands, and influvences
s every thing.

¢ Therefore
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<« Therefore we know God only by his attri-
“ butes. What are thefe ? The wife and excel-
¢ lent contrivance, flru¢ture, and final aim of
¢ all things. In thefe his perfections we admire
‘“ him, and we wonder. In his direttion or go-
“ yernment, we venerate and worfhip him-——we
<¢ worfhip him as his fervants; and God, without
¢« dominion, without providence, and final aims,
¢ is Fate—not the objett either of reverence, of
¢ hope, of love, or ot frar.”

But mark the emotions which affeted the mind
of another excellent obferver of Nature, the ad-
mirer of Newton, and the perfon who has put
the finifhing ftroke to the Newtonian philofophy,
by fhowing that the acceleration of the moon’s
mean motion, is the genuine refult of a gravi-
tation decreafing in the precife duplicate ratio of
the diftance inveifely; I mean Mr. Delaplace, one
of the moft brilliant ornaments of the French
academy of fciences. He has lately publithed
the Sy/feme duu Monde, a moft beautiful compend
of aftronomy and of the Newtonian philofophy.
Having finifhed his work with the fame obferv-
ation, “ That a gravitation inverfely proportional
« to the fquares of the diftances was the only
« principle which could unite material Nature
< into a permanent fyftem;”” be alfo fits down—
furveys the fcene—points out the parts which he
hadbrought within our ken—and then makes this

QU4 reflection :
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refleCtion: “ Beheld in its totality, aftronomy is
¢¢ the nobleft monument of the F uman mind, its
< chief title to intclligence. But, fcduced by the
¢ illufions of fenfe, and by felf-conceit, we have
¢ long confidered ourfelves as the centre of thefe
¢ motions; and our pride has been punifhed by
¢ the groundlefs fcars which we have created to
< ourfelves. We imagine, forfooth, that all this
¢ is for us, and that the ftais influence our defti-
¢ nies! But the labouars of ages have convinced
« us of our error, and we find ourfclves on an
¢ infignificant planet, almofl imperceptible in the
“ immeniity of fpace. But the {ublime difco-
¢ veries we have made richly repay this humble
¢ fitnation. Let us cherifh thefe with care, as
¢ the delight of thinking beings—they have de-
¢ ftroyed our miftakes as to our relation to the
¢ reft of the univerfe; errors which were the
““ more fatal, becaufe the focial Order depends
¢ on juftice and truth alone. * Far be from us th=
¢¢ dangerous maxim, that it is fometimes ufeful
¢ to depart from thele, and to deceive men, in
< order to infure their happinefs ; but crucl ex-
¢¢ perience has fhown us that thefe laws are
“‘never totaily extinét.”

There can be no doubt as to the meaning of
thefe laft words—they cannot relaie to aftrology
~—this was entircly out of datc. 'The ¢ attempts
¢.10 dcceive men, in ordey to infurc their happi-

8 ¢ pefs,”
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¢ nefs,” can only be thofe by which we are
made to think too highly of ourfelves. ¢ Ine
“¢ habitants of this pepper-coin, we think our-
“felves the peculiar {ivourites of Heaven,
“ nay, the chief objeds of care to o Being, the
¢ Maker of all; and then we iinagine that,
< after this life, we are to be happy or miferable,
“ according as we accede or not to this fubju-
¢ gation to opinions which enflave us. But truth
< and juftice have bioken thele bond..”’—But
where is the forcee of the argument which entitles
this perfecter of the Mewtonian phitofophy to ex-
ult fo much ? It all refts on this, That this earth
1s but as a grain of muftard-feed.  Man would
be more worth attenuon had he inhabited Jupiter
orthe Sun. Thus may a ¥Frenchman look down
on the noble creatures who inhabit Orolong or
Pelew. But whence arifes the ablurdity of the
intcllectual inhabitants of this pepper-corn being
a proper obje&t of Attention? It is becaufe our
fhallow comprehenfions cannot, at the fame
glance, fee an extenfive fcene, anld peiceive its
moft minute detail.

David, a King, and a foldier, had fome no-
tions of this kind. The heavens, it is true, poifit-
cd out to him a Maker and Ruler, which is more
than they feem to have done to the Gallic philo-
fopher; but David was afraid that he would be
forgotten in the crowd, and cries out,  Lord!

¢ what
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¢ what is man, that thou art mindful of Jum ?”

But David gets rid of his fears, not by becoming
a philofopher, and difcovering all this to be ab-
furd,—he would {lill be forgotten,—hc at once
thinks of what he is—a noble creatute—
high in the {cale of nature. ¢ But,” fays he, 1
« had forgotten myfelf. Thou haft made man
< but a little lower than the angels—thou haft
¢« crowned him with glory and honour—thou
< haft put all things under his feet.” Hcre are
exalted fentiments, fit for the creature whofe ken
pier¢es through the nnmunfity of the vifible uni-
verfe, and who fees huis relation to the univerfe,
being nearly allied to its Sovereizn, and capable
of rifing continually m his rank, by cultivating

thofe talents which diftinguith and adorn it
Thoufands, I truft, there arc, who think that
this life iIs but a pieparation for anothei, in
which the mind of man will have the whole
wonders of creation and of providence laid open
to its enraptured view—where it will fee and
comprchend with one glance what Newton, the
moft patient and fucccfsful of all the obfervers of
Nature, took years of meditation to tind out—
where it will attain that pitch of wifdom, good-
nefs, and enjoyment, of which our confcicnces
tell us we are capable, though it far furpaffes that
of the wifeft, the beft, and the happicft of men.
Such’perfons will confider this Order as degrad-
L ing
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ing and deteftable, and as in dire& oppofition
to their moft confident expetations : for it pre-
tends to what iy impoffible, to perfet peace and
happigefs in this life. They believe, and they
feel, that man muft be made perfet through
_fufferings, which fhall call into attion powers
of mind that otherwifc would never have unfold-
ed themfelves — powers which are frequently
fources of the pureft and moft {oothing pleafures,
and naturally make us reft our eyes and hopes
on that ftate where every tear fhall be wiped
away, and where the kind affections fhall become
the never-failing {ources of purcand unfading de-
light.  Such perfons fee the palpable abfurdny
of a preparation which s cqually nec. flary for all,
and yet muft be confined to the minds of a few,
who have the low and indclicate appetite for fri-
volous play-things, and for grofs fenfual plea-
fures. Such minds will turn away from this
boafted treat with loathing and abhorrence.

I am well aware that fome of my readers
may f{mile at this, and think it an enthufiaftical
working-up of the imagination, fimilar to what
1 reprobate in the cafe of Utopian happinefs in a
flate of univerfal Liberty and Equality. It ig
like, they will fay, to the declamation in a fermon
by perfons of the trade, who are trained up
to fineffe, by which they allure and tickle weak
minds.

I ac.



236 THE ILLUMINATL CHAP. iI.

I acknowledge that in the prefent cafc [ do
not addiefs myfelf to the cold hearts, who con-
tentedly

¢ Send and T ranttem e 4o

Peace to all fuch; betto the « folices av i-
< me, gulbur hec cognofecs ¢ cus e,V —to thofe who
bave enyoycd the pleafnes of fcience, who have
been fuccelsful—who have madc difcoverics—
who have 1eally it minated the world—1o the
Bacons, the Newtons, the Lockes-—Allow me
to mention one, Donicd Bernoulli, the moft cle
gant mathematiaian, the orly philoiopher, and
the moft worthy nun, of that celebrared family.
He fuid to a gentlensan, (Dr. Stachlng,)} who
repeated it to me, that © when reading fome of
¢« thofe wonderful guefles of Sir Ifaac Newton,
¢ the fubflequent demonftration of which has
< been the chiet {ource of fame to his moft ce-
<« lebrated commentators—-his mind bhas {fome-
¢ times been o overpowered by thrilling ¢mo-
% tions, that he has wifhed that moment to be
¢ his laft; and that it was this which gaie him
¢« the cleareft conception of the happinefs of
« heaven.”” If fuch delightful emotions could
be excited by the perception of mere truth, what
muft they be when each of thefe truths is an
inftance of wifdom, and when we recoilect, that
what
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what we call wildom in the works of Nature, is
always the nice adaptation of means for producing
beneficert ends 3 and that each ot thele affeQing
qualties is fufceptible of degrees which are
boundlefe, and exceed our higheft conceptions ?
What can thi. complex emotion or feeling be
but raprure ¢ But Bernoulh is a Doétor of Thzo-
logy—and therclore a fufpicious perfon. perhaps
one of the combunation hircd by defpots to en-
flave us. I will tzke another man, a gentleman
of rank and family, a foldier, who often figna-
lifed himfelf as a naval commander—wlio at one
nume forced Lis way through « powerful fleet of
the Venetiens with o fmall {guadior, and brought
relief to o difticficd garrifon. T would defire the
reader to peruiz the contlufion of Sir Kenhelm
Digby’e fieatifec on Loy and Miad ; and alter
having reflected on the ftate of feicnee at the rime
this author wrote, lgt him coolly weigh the in-
citements to manly conduct whichi this feldier
finds in the ditferences obferved between body
and mind; and then let him fay, on his con-
{cience, whether they arc more feeble than thofe
which e can draw fiom the cternal flecp of
dcath. I hLe thinks that they are—he is in
the proper frame for initiation into Spartacus’s
higher mytterics.  Ile raay be cither Macus or
Rix,

Were
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‘Were this a proper place for confidering the
queftion as a queftion of fcience or truth, I would
fay, that every man who has been a fuccefsful
ftudent of Nature, and who will reft his conclu-
fions on the fame maxims of probable reafoning
that have procured him fuccefs in his paft re-
fearches, -will confider it as nexi to certain that
there is another ftate of exiftence for 1ational
man. For he muft own, that if this be not the
cafe, there is a moft fingular exception to a pro-
pofition which the whole courfe of his experience
has made him confider a3 a truth founded on
univerfal induction, viz. that Nature a~complifbes
all her plans, and rhat every clafs of beings at-
tains all the improvement of which it is capable.
Let him but rurn his thoughts inward, he will
feel that his intelleCt is capable of improvement,
in comparifon with which Newton is but a child.
I could purfue this argument very far, and (I
think) warm the heart of every man whom I
thould with to call my friend.

What opinion will be formed of this Aflocia-
tion by the modeft, rthe lowly-minded, the can-
did, who acknowledze that they too often feel
the fuperior force of prefent and fenfible plea-
fures, by which their minds are drawn off from
the contemplation of what their coniciences tell
them to be right,—to be their dutiful and filial

fentiments
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{entiments and emotions refpecting their great
and gnod Parent—to be their dutiful and neigh.-
bov iy affiétions, and their proper condu&t to
all around hzm—and v hich diminith their vene-
ration for that purity of thought and moderation
of appctite which becomes their noble natures ?
What mutt they think of this Order? Con-
fcious of frequent faults, which would offend
themlclves if committed by their deareft children,
they look up to their Maker with anxiety—are
grieved to have fo far forgotten their duty, and
tearful that they may agan forget it. Their
painful experience tells them that their reafon
is often too weak, their information too fcanty,
ot its light is obftructed by paflion and prejudices,
which diftort and difcolour every thing; or it is
unhecded during cheir attention toprefent objedts.
Happy fhould they be, if it fhould pleafe their
kind Paccnt to remind them of their duty from
time to time, or to igfluence their mind in any way
that would compentfate for their own ignorance,
their own weaknefs, or even their indolence aud
neglett. They darc not expect fuch a favour,
which their modelly tells them they do not de-
ferve, and which they fear may be unfit to be
granted; but when fuch a comfort is held out to
them, with eager hearts they receive it—they
blefs the kindnefs that granted it, and the hand
that brings it.—~—>Such amiable charatters have

appeared
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appeared in all ages, and in all fituations of
mankind. They have not in all inftances been
wile—often have they been precipitate, and have
too readily caught at any thing which pretended
to give them the fo much withed-for aflitances;
and, unfortunately, there have been enthufiafts,
or villains, who have taken advantage of this uni-
verfal with of anxious man; and the world has
been darkened by cheats, who have mifrepre-
fented God to mankind, have filled us with vain
terrors, and have then quicted our fears by fines,
and facrifices, and morufications, and fervices,
which they faid were more than fuflicient to ex-
piate all our faults. Thus was our duty to our
neighbour, to our own dignity, and to our
Maker and Parent, kept out of fight, and re-
ligion no longer camc in aid to our fenfe of right
and wrong ; but, on the contrary, by thefe fuper-
ftitions it opened the doors of heaven to the
worthlefs and the wicked.-~-But I with not to
fpeak of thefe mer, but of the good, the candid,
the vobrst, the HumBLE, who know their fail-
ings, who love their duties, but with to know, to
perceive, and to love them ftill more. Thefe are
they who think and believe that ¢ the Gofpel
¢ has brought life and immortality to light,”
that is, within their reach. They think it worthy
of the Father of mankind, and they receive it
with thankful hcarts, admiring above all things

the
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the fimplicity of its morality, comprehended in
one fentence, “ Do to another what you can
¢ reafonably with that another fhould do to
“ you,” and THAT PURITY OF THOUGHT AND
MANNERS WHICH DISTINGUISHES IT FROM ALL
THE SYSTEMS OF MORAL INSTRUCTION THAT
HAVL EVER BEEN OFFERED TO MEN. Here they
find a ground of refignation under the troubles of
life, and a fupport in the hour of death, quite
fuited to the diffidence of their own chara&er.
Such men are ready to grant that the Stoics were
perfons of noble and exalted minds, and that they
had worthy conceptions of the rank of man in
the fcale of God’s works; but they confefs that
they themfelves do not feel all that fupport from
Stoical principles which man too frequently
needs ; and they fay that they are not fingular
in their opinions, but that the bulk of mankind
are prevented, by their want of heroic fortitude,
by their fituation, or* their want of the opportu-
nities of cultivating their native ftrength of
mind, from ever attaining this hearty fubmif-
fion to the will of the Deity.—They maintain,
that the Stoics were but a few, a very few,
from among many millions—and theiefore thetr
being fatisfied was but a trifle amidft the gene-
ral difcontent, and anxiety, and defpair. Such
men will moft certainly ftart bagk from this Illu-
mination with horror aad fright—from a Society
which gives the lie to their fondeflt expettations,
makes a fpart of their grounds of hope, an%
R Q
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of their. deliverer; and which, after %ughing
at their credulity, bids them fhake off all reli-
gion whatever, and denies the exiftence of
that Supreme Mind, the pattern of all excel-
lence, who till now had filled their thoughts
with admiration and love—from an Order which
pretends to free them from fpiritual bondage,
and then lays on their necks a load ten times
‘more oppreflive and intolerable, from which
they have no power of ever efcaping. Men of
fenfe and virtue will fpurn at fuch a pro-
poful ; and even the profligate, who trade
with Deity, muft be fenfible that they will be
better off with their priets, whom they know,
and among whom they may make a feletion of
fuch as will with patience and gentlenefs clear
up their doubts, calm their fears, and encourage
their hopes.

And all good men, all lovers of peace and of
juftice, will abhor and reject the thought'of over-
turning the prefent conftitution of things, faulty
as i may be, merely in the endeavour to efta-
blifh another, which the vices of mankind may
fubvert agdin in a twelvemonth. They mult fee,
that in oider to gain their point, the propoférs
have found it neceffary to deftroy the grounds of
morality, by permitting the moft wicked means
for accomplithing any end that our fancy,
warped by paflion o1 intereft, may reprefent to us
as of great impo1tance. They fee, that inftead
of moratity, vice muft prevail, and that therefore

there
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thére' ® no fecurity for the continuance of
Utopian {elicity ; and, in the mean time, defola-
tion and mifery muft lay the world wafte during
the ﬁrug le, and half of thofe for whom we are
ftriving will be fwept from the face of the earth.
We have but to look to France; where in eight
years there have been more executions and {poli-
ations and diftrefles of every kind by the pouvoir
revolutionnaire, than can be found in the long
records of that defpotic monarchy.

There is nothing in the whole conflitution of
the Illuminati that ftrikes me with mgore horror
than the propofals of Hercules and Minos to en-
lift the women in this thocking warfare with all
that ¢ is gnod, and pure, and lovely, and of gaod
“ report.”> They could not have fallen on any
expedient that will be more effetual and fatal.
If any of my countrywomen fhall honour thefe
pages with a reading, I would call on them, in
the moft earneft manner, to confider this as an
affair of the utmoft importance to themfelves. I
would conjure them by the regard they have for
their own dignity, and for their rank in fociety, to
join againft thefcenemies of humannature and pgo-
fligate degraders of the fex ; and I would affure
them that the prefent ftate of things almoft puts
it in their power to be the faviours of the world.
But if they are remifs, and yield to the feduction,
they will fall from that high ftate to which they
have arifen in Chriftian Europe, and again fink

R2 into
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into that infignificancy or flavery in whigh the fex
is found in all ages and countries out of the hear-
ing of Chriftianity.

I hope that my countrywomen will confider
this folemu 7(drefs to them as a proof off the high
efteem in which I hold them. They will not be
offended then if, in this feafon of alarm and
anxiety, when I wifh tc imprefs their minds with
a {erious truth, I fhail waive ceremony, which is
always defigning, and fpeak of them in honeft
but decent plainnefs.

Man is immerfed in luxury.  Our ac¢commo-
dations e now fo numerous that every thing is
pleafure. Even in very fober fituations in this
highly-cultivated Society, there is hardly a thing
that remains in the form of a neceflary of life, or
even of a micie conveniency—eiery thing is or-
namentcd—it muft not appess of ufe—it muft
appear as giving fome fenfible pleafure. I donot
fay this by way of blaming—it is nature-——man is g
refining creature, and our moft boafted acquire-
ments are but refinements on our neceffary wants.
Our hut becomes a palace, our blanket a fine
drefs, and our arts become fciences. This difcon-
tent with the natural condition of things, and
this difpofition to refinement, is a characteriftic
of our fpecies, and is the great employment of
our iives. The dircftion which this propenfity
chances to take in any age or nation, marks its
charatter in the moft confpicuous and intereft-

ing
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ing manner. All have it in fome degree, and
it is very conceivable that, in fome, it may con-
ftitute the chief objet of attention. If this be
the cafe in any natious, it is furely moft likely
to be fo in thofe where the accommodations of
life are the moft numerous —therefore in a rich
and luxurious nation. I may furely, without ex-
aggeration or reproach, give that appellation to
our own nation at this moment. If you do not
go to the very lowelt clafs of people, who muft
labour all day, isit not the chief object of all
to procure perceptible pleafire in one way or
another ! The fober and bufy { uggle in the
thoughts and hopes of getting the means of
enjoying the comforts of life without farther
labour—and many have no other obje® than
pleafure.

Then let us refleét that it is woman that ig
to grace the whole—It is in nature, it is the very
conftitution of mah, that woman, and every
thing conneted with woman, mult appear a5 the
ornament of life. That this mixes with every
other focial fentiment, appears from the condu&
of our fpecies in all ages and in every fituation.
This I prefume would be the cale, even though
there were no qualities or talents in the fex to
juftify it. This fentiment refpecting the fex is
neceffary, in order to rear fo helplefs, fo nice,
and fo improvable 4 creature as man ; without
it, the long abiding tafk could not be performed :
~—and I think that I may venture tq fay that

R 3 it
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it is performed in the different ftares of fociety
nearly in proportion as this preparatory and in-
difpenfable fentiment is in force.

On the other hand, I think it no lels evi-
dent that it is the defire of the women to be
agreeable to the men, and that they will model
themfelves according to what they think will
pleafe. Without this adjuftment of fentiments
by mnature, nothing would go on. We never
obferve any fuch want of fymmetry in the works
of God. If, therefore, thole who take the lead,
and give the fathion in fociety, were wife and
virtuous, I have no doubt but that the women
would fet the brighteft pattern of every thing
that is extellent. But if the men are nice and
faftidious fenfualifts, the women will be refined
and elegant voluptuaries.

There is no deficiency in the fcmale mind,
either in talents or in difpofitions; nor can we fay
with certainty that there is any fubjeét of intcl.
le¢tual or moral difcuflion in which women have
not excelled. If the delicacy of their confiitution,
and other phyfical caufes, allow the female fex a
fmaller fhare of fome mental powers, they poflefs
others in a fuperior degree, which are no lefsyre-
fpectable in their own nature, and of as great im-
portance to fociety. Inftcad of defcanting at large
on their powers of mind, and fupporting my
affertions by the inftances of a Hypatia, a Schur-
man, a Zenobia, an Elizabeth, &c. T may repeat
the account given of the {ux bya perfon of uncom-

mon
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mon experience, who faw them without difguife,
or any motive that could lead them to play a
feigned part—Mr. Ledyard, who traverfed the
greateft part of theworld, for the mere indulgence
of his taflte for obfervation of human nature ;
generally in want, and often in extreme mifery.

“ I have (fays he) always remarked that wo-
¢ men, in all countries, are civil, obliging, ten-
¢ der, and humane: that they arc ever inclined
“ to be gay and checrful, timorous and modeft ;
¢ and that they do not hefitate, like men, to per-
form a kind or generous a&tion.~=Not haughty,
not arrogant, not fupercilious, they are full
of courtefy, and fond of fociety—more liable
in general to err than marn, but in general, alfo,
¢ more virtuous, and performing more good
¢ aCtions than he. To a woman, whether civi-
lifed or favage, I never addrefled myfelf in the
language of decency and friendthip—without
< receiving a decenw and friendly anfwer—with
¢« man it has often been otherwile.
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¢ In wandering over the barren plains of in-
hofpitable Denmark, through honefl Sweden,
and frozen Lapland, rude and churlith ¥inland,
uhprincipled Ruffia, and the wide fpread re-
« gions of the wandering Tartar,—if hungry,
<« dry, cold, wet, or {ick, the women have ever
¢ been friendly to me, and uniformly fo; and
« to add to this virtee, (fo worthy of the appel.
s« Jaticn of henevolence,) tinde aétions have been
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¢ performed in fo free and fo kind a manner, that
¢ if I was thirfty, I drank the fweeteft draught,

¢ and if hungry, I ate the coarfe meal with a
< double relifh.”

And thefe are they whom Weithaupt would
corrupt! One of thefe, whom he had embraced
with fondnefs, would he have . urdered, to fave
his honour, and qualify himfelt to preach virtue!
But let us not be too fevere on We.thaupt—let us
wath ourfelves clear of all ftain before we think
of reprobating him. Are we not guilty in fome
degree, when we do not cultivate in the women
thofe powers of mind, and thofe difpofitions of
heart, which would equally dignify them in every
ftation as in thofe humble ranks in which Mr.
Ledyard moft frequently faw them? I cannot
think that we do this. They are not only to
grace the whole of cultivated fociety , but it is in
their faithful and affetionate perfonal attachment
that we are to find the fweeteft pleafures that hfe
can give. Yet in all thefe fituations, where the
manner in which they are treated is not dic-
tated by the ftern laws of neceffity, are they not
trained up for mere amufement—are not ferious
occupations confidered as a tatk which hurts
their lovelinefs? What is this but felfithnefs, or as
if they had no virtues worth cultivating ? Their
bufinefs is fuppofed to be the ornamenting them-
felves, as if Nature did no: ditate this to them
already, with at leaft as muci: force as is necef-

dury.
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fary. Every thing is prefcribed to them becaa/e it
makes them more lovely—even their moral leflons
are enforced by this argument, and Mifs Wool-
ftoncraft is perfectly 1i lit when fhe fays that the
fine leffons given to young women by Fordyce or
Roufleau are nothing but felfith and refined vo-
luptuoufnefs. This advocate of her fex puts her
fifters in the proper point of view, when fhe tells
them that they are, like man. the fubjeéts of God’s
moral government, —lik. man, preparing them-
felves for boundlefs improvement in a better ftate
of exiftence. Had fhe adhered to this view of
the matter, and kept it conftantly in fight, her
book (which doubtlefs contains many excellent
things, highly deferving of their ferious confider-
ation) would have been a moft valuable work.
She jultly obferves, that the virtues of the fex are
great and refpectable, but that in our mad chace
of pleafure, only pleafure, they are little thought
of or attended to. , Man trufts to his own incon-
trollable power, or to the general goodnefs of the
fex, that their virtues will appear when we have
occafion for them ;—¢ but we will fehd for
¢ thefe fome other time :”’.—Many noble difplays
do they make of the moft difficult attainments.
Such is the patient bearing-up under misfortunes,
which has no brilliancy to fupport it in the effort,
"This is more ifficult than braving danger in an
altive and confpicuous fitnation. How often is

' a woman
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a woman left with a family, and che fhatterced re.
mains of a fortune, loft peihaps by diflipaticn or
by indolence—and how feldora, how very fcl-
dom, do wc fee woman fhrink fram the talk, or
difcharge it with negligence ! Is it not thercfore
folly next to madnefs, not to be carc ful of this our
greatefl blefling—-of things whicl: fo nearly con-
eernour peace—nor guard ourfelves,and thele our
beft companionsand friénds, from the eifedts of this
fatal Hlumination ? It has indeed brought to ligLr
what dreadful lengths men will go, when under
the fanatical and dazzling glare of happmmefsina
ftate of liberty and equality, and fpurrec on by
infatiable lusury, and not held in check by moral
feelings and the reftraints of religion—and mark,
reader, that the women have here alio taken the
complexion of the men, and have even gone be-
vond them. If we have feen a fon prefunt hun-
feif to the National Affembly of France, profefiing
his fatisfattion with the execation of his father
three days before, and declaning himfclf a true
citizen, who prefers the nation to all other con.
fiderations ; we have alfo {een, on the fame day,
wives denouncing their hufbands, and (O! fhock-
ing to human nature !) mathers denouncing their
fons, as bad citizens and traitors. Mark too what
return the women have met with for afl their
horrid fervices, where, to exprels their fentiments
of civifm and abhorrence of royalty, they threw

away
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away the charalter of their fex, and Dit the am-
putated Hmbs of their 1urdered countrymen™.
Surely thefe patriouc women merited that the
rights of their fcx fhould be confidered in full
council, and they were well catitled toa feat; but
there is not a fingle act of their government in
which the fex is confidered as having any rights
whatever, or that they arc things to be cared for.
Are not the accurfed fruits of IHumination to
be feen in the prefent humiliating condition of
wowmen in France? pampered in every thing that
can reduce them to the mere inftruments of ani-
mal pleafure. In their prefent {tate of national mo-
deration (as they call it} and fecurity, fee Madame
Tallien come into the public theatre, accompanied
by other eantiful women, (I was about to have
mifnamed them Ladics, ) laying afide all modefty,
and prefenting themfelves to the public view, with
bared limbs, & /a Sauvage, as the alluring objeéts
of defire. 1 muke no doubt but that this is a fe
rious matter, encouraged, nay, prompted by go-
vernment. Vo keep the minds of the Parlilans in
the prefent fever ot diffolute gaicty, they are at
more expence_ from the national treafury for the
fupport of the fixty theatres, than all the penfions

* 1 far this on the authority of a young gentleman, an emi-
grant, wlo fav, 1t, and who fard, that they were women, not
of the dregs « f the Peta, Royal, not of nifamous charadter,
but well drefftd. —T am fony-to add, that the rclation, ac-
companied with look. of 1orror aud difgutt, only provoked
2 gontemptuous fmile fiom en Wiummated Britith Fair-one,

and
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and-honorary offices in Britain, three times told,
amount to*. 'Was not their ahominable farce in
the church of NotreDame abait of the fame kind,
i the true Ipirit of Weithaupt’s Eroterion? « We
¢ do not,” faid the high prieft, < call you to the
¢ worfhip of inanimate idols. Behold a mafter-
< piece of nature (lifting up the veil which con-
¢ cealed the naked charms of the beautiful
¢ Madm{. Barbier): ¢ This facred image thould
<« inflame all hearts.”” And it did fo ; rhe people
fhouted out, ¢ No more altars, no more priefts,
¢ no God but the God of Nature.”

Orleans, the firft prince of the blood, did not
feruple to proftitute FHs daughter, if not to the
embraces, yet to the wanton view of the public,
with the precife intention of inflaming their de-
fires. (See the acceunt given of the dinners at
Sillery’s, by Camille Defmoulines, in his {peech
againft the Briffotins.) But what will be the end
of all this? The fondlings of the wealthy will be

* Between the 1oth of Auguft 1792, and the 1ft of
January 1794, upwaids of zoo new Plays were atted on
the Parifian Theatres. Their immorality and barbarifm
exceed all conception. All the voluptuous fenfuality of
antient Rome was brought on the ftage. No decoration
was {pared that could dazzle the eye, and the dialoghe and
reprefentation were calculated for inflaming the paffions and
mourithing the hatred of all fubordination. BarrexE, the
wrtuous BARRERY, frequently faid from the Tribune of the
Convention, ¢ The infipid and impering Racine only foft-
¢t ens the heart.  Crebillon, Crebillan without breeches—
#¢ this 1s the wtiter that fuits Republicans.” (Montgaillard
Eaat de la Trance.)

pampered
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pampered in all the indulgences which faftidlous
voluptuoufnefs finds neceflary for varying or en-
hancing its plefures; but they will cither be
flighted as toys, or they will be immured ; and
the companions of the poor will be drudges and
flaves.

Iam fully perfuaded that it was the enthufiaftic
admiration of Grecian democracy that recomi-
mended to the French nation the drels ¢ 2
Grecque, which cxhibits, not the elegant, orna-
mented beauty, but the alluring female, fully as
well as Madame Tallien’s drefs 2 lz Squvage. It
was no doubt with the fame adherence to jirious
principle, that Mademoifelle Therouanne was moft
beautifully drefled a /’4mazonnc on the j5th of
Od&ober 1789, when the turncd the heads of fo
many young officers of the rcgiments at Ver-
failles. The Cytherea, the Fvminum divumque
woluptas, atthe Cathedral of Notre Dame, was allo
drefled ¢ /a Grecqué  there is a moft evident and
charafteriftic change in the whole fyflem of
female drefs in France. The Filles de I'Opera
always gave the 77, and were furely withheld by
no rigid principle.  They fometimes produced
very extravagant and fantaftic forms, but thefe
were almoft always in the ftyle of the higheft or-
nament, and they trufted, for the reft of the im-
preffion which they withed to make, to the fafci-
nating expreflion of elegant movements. Tlfis
indeed was wonderful, and hardly conceivable by

any
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any who have not fcen a grand ballet performed
by good attors. I have fhed tears of the moft
fincere and tender forrow during the exhibition
of Antigone, fet to mufic by Traeitz, and per-
formed by Madame Meilcour and 8¢ Torelli,
and Zantini. [ can eafily conceive the imprefiion
to be ftill fironger, though perhaps of another
kind, when the former fuperb dicfes are changed
for the expreflive fimplicity of the Giedian, 1
cannot help thinking thar the female ornaments
-in the reft of Furope, and eyen among ourldves,
have lefs elegunce fince we loft the fan&ion of
the French couit. But fee how all this will ter-
minate, when we fhzll have brought the fex fo
low, and will not even wait for a Mahometan pa-
radife. What can we cxped but fuch a diffolute-
nefs of manners, that the endearing ties of 1cla-
tien and family, and mutiual confidence within
doors, will be flighted, and will ccafc; and every
man mult ftand up for himfelf, fingle and alone ?

Focunda culpe fucula nuptias
Frimum iaquinavire, ef genusy et damiss,
Hoc fonte durrvata dades
I putriain populuritgre fln~it. HOR. il 6. 3 7o

This is not the fuggeftion of prudifh feas, I think
it is tne natural courfe of things, and that France
is at this moment giving to the world the fulleft
proof of Weifhaupt’s fagacity, and the judg-
ment with which he has formed his plans. Can

3 it



CHAP. 11. THE ILLUMINATI. 255

it tend to the improvement of our morals-or
manners to have our ladies frequent the gymnaftic
theatres, and feé hem dccidc,l'l'c the Roman ma-
trons, on the wrerits of a ni licdl gladiator or wreft-
ler? Haye we nct enough of this aiready with our
vaulte,s and poflurc-mafters, and fhould we ad-
mire any lady who had a razc for fuch {pectacles?
Will it improve our tafte to have our rooms or-
namenied with fuch paintings and fculptures as
filled the (\,l'\'lCU.hUH, and the ftudy of the refined
aund elegant morlift 1Jorace, who had the art—
rideado dz(crc verum? Shall we be improved
when fuch indulgences @re thought compatible
with fuch lefions as he ¢ enerally gives for the con-
dué@ of Life? "The puic morality of Illuminatifm
is now employed in fhipping Italy of all thofe pre-
cious remains of ancient art and voluptuoufnefs ;
and Paris will ere long be the depofit and the re-
fort of ariifts froms gll nations, there to ftudy the
works of ancient mafters, and o return from
thence panders of public corruption. The plau ie
mafterly,and the low-born Statcfimcn and Generals
of France may in this rcfpcét be fet on a level
with a Colbert or a Cond¢. But the confe-
qucnccs of this Gallic dominion over the minds
of fallen man will be as dreadful as their demi-

nion over their lives and fortunes.
Recollet in what manner Spartacus propofed
to corrupt his fifters (for we need not fpeak of
the
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the manner in whichhe expeéted that this would
promote his plan—this is abundantly plain). It
was by deftroying their moral fentiments, and
their fentiments of religion. Recolle& what isthe
recommendation that the Atheift Minos gives of
his ftep daughters, when he fpeaks of them as
proper perfons for the Lodge of Sifters. ¢ They
« have got over all prejudices, and, in matters of
¢ religion, they think as I do.”” 'Thefe profli-
gates judged rightly that this affair required much
caution, and that the vt attention to decency,
and even delicacy, muft be obferved in their ri-
tuals and ceremonies, qtherwife the womenwould
be difgufted, This was judging fairly of the feel-
ings of a fcmale mind.  But they judged fa.lfely,
and onlyaccording to their own coarfe experience,
when they attributed their ditguft and their fears
to coynefs. Coynefs is indeed the inftinétive at-
tribute of the female. In woman it is very great,
and it is perhaps the genuink fource of the dygu/?
of which the Illuminati were fufpicious. But they
have been dim-fighted indeed, or very unfortu-
nate in their acquaintance, if they never obferved
any other fource of repugnance in the mind of
woman to what is immoral or immodeft—if
they did not {ee diflike—moral difapprobation.
Do they, mean to infinuate, that in that regard
which niodeft women exprefs in all their words
<and aftions, for what every one underftands by

the
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the terms of decency, modetty, and the difappro-
bation of every thing that violates thofe feelings,
the women only thow female coynefs ? Then are
they very blind inftruétors. But they are not fo
blind. The account givea of, the initiation of a
young Sifter atFrankfort, under the feigned name
Pfycharion, thows the moft fcrupulous attention
to the moral feelings of the fex; and the confu-
fion and difturbance which, after all their care, it
occafioned among the ladies,fhows,that when they
thought all right and delicate, they had been but
coarfe judges. Minos damns the ladies there, be-
caufe they are too free, too rich, too republican,
and too wile, for being led about by the nofe
(this is his own expreflion). But Philo certainly
thought more correétly of the fex in general,
when he fays, Truth is a modeft girl: fthe may
be handed about like a lady, by good fenfe and
good manners, but muft not be bullied and driven
about like a ftrumpete I would here infert the
difcourfes or addrefles which were made on that
occafion to the different clafles of the aflembly,
airls, young ladies, wives, young men, and
ftrangers, which are really ingenious and well
compofed, wete they not fuch as would offends
my fair countrywomen.

The religious fentiments by which mortals até
to be aflifted, even in the dilcharge of their moral
duties, and ftill more, the fentiments which are
purely religious, and have no reference to any

8 thing
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thing here, are precifely thofe which are moft
eafily excited in the mind of woman. Affettion,
admiration, filial reverence, are, if I miftake not
¢xceedingly, thofe in which the women far furpafs
themen ; and it is on this account that we gene-
rally find them fo much difpofed to devotion,
which is nothing but a fort of fond indulgence of
thole affetions without limit to the imagination.
"The enraptured devotee pours out her foul in ex-
preflions of thefe feelings, juft as a fond mother
mixes the carefles given to her child with the moft
extravagant expreflionsof love. The devoteeeven
endeavours to excite higher degrees of thefe affec-
tions, by expatiating on fuch circymftances in the
divine.condu with refpe& to man as naturally
awaken them ; and he does this without any
fear of exceeding ; becaufe Infinite Wifdom and
Goodnefs will always juftify the fentiment, and
free the expreflion of it from all charge of hy-
perbole or extravagance. .

I am conyinced, therefore, that the female mind
is welt adapted to cultivation by means of religion,
and that their native foftnefs and kindnels of
heart will always be fufficient for procuring it a
Javourable reception from them, It is therefore
with double regret that 1 fee any of them join in
the arrogant pretenfions of our Hluminated phi-
lofopherg, who fee no need of fuch affiftances
for the knowledge and difcharge of their duties.
"There is nothing fo unlike that general modefty

of
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of thought,and that diffidence, which we are dif-
pofed to think the charater of the temale mind.
I am inclined to think, that fuch deviations from
the general condu¢t of the fex are marks of a
harfher charafer, of a heart that has lefs fenfi-
bility, and is on the whole lefs amiable than that
of others. Yet ft muft be owned that there are
fome Tuch among us. Much, if not the whole
of this perveriion, has, T am perfuaded, been ow-
ing to the contagion of bad + xample in the men.
They are made familiar with fuch expreflions—
their fitft horror is gone, and (would to Heaven
that I were miftaken!) fofue of them have already
wounded their conlciences to fuch a degree, that
they have fome reafon to with that religion may
be without foundation.

But I would call upon all, and t4¢/e women in
particular, to confider this matter in another
light—as it may affet themfelvesin this life; as it
may affect their rank and trearment in ordinary
fociety. I would fay to them, that if the world
thall once adopt the belief that this life is our all,
then the true magim of rational condu¢t will be,
to ¢ eat and to drink, fince to-morrow we are to
* die;>” and that when they have nothing to truft
to but the fondnefs of the men, they will foon
find themfelves reduced to flavery. The crown
which they now wear will fall from their heads,
and they will no longer be the arbiters of what is-

52 lovely
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lovely in human life. The empire of beauty is
but fhort ; and even in republican France, it will
not be many years that Madame Tallien cah faf-
cinate the Parifian Theatre by the exhibition of
her charms. Man is faftidious and changeable,
he is the fironger animal, and can always take
his own will with refpet to woman. At prefent
he is withheld by refpe& for her moral worth—
and many are withheld by religion—and many
more are withheld by public laws, which laws
were framed at a time when religious truths
influenced the minds and the condué of men.
‘When the fentiments of men change, "they will
not be fo foolifh as to keep in force laws which
cramp their ftrongeft defires. Then will the
rich have their Harems, and the poor their
drudges.

Nay, it is not merely the circumftance of wo-
man’s being confidered as the moral companion
of man that gives the fex its empire among us.
There is {omething of this to be obferved in all
pations. Of all the diftin&ions which fet our fpe-
cies above the other fentient inhabitants of this
globe, making us as unlike to the beft of them as
tifey are to a piece of inanimate matter, there is
none more remarkable than thedifferences obferv-
able in the appearances of thofe defires by which
the race is continued. As I obferved already,
Juch a diftin&ionis indifpenfably neceflary. There

muft



CHATP. 11. THE ILLUMINATL 381

muft be a moral connetion, in order that the hu-
man fpecies may be a race of rational creatures,
improvable, net only by the increafing experi-
ence of the individual, but alfo by the heritable
experience of the fucceflive generations. It may
be obferved between the folitary pairs in Labra-
dor, where human nature ftarves, like the ftunted
oak in the crevice of a barren rock ; and it is
feen in the cultivated focieties of Lurope, where
our nature in a feries of ages becomes a majeftic
tree. Whatever may be the native powers of
mind in the poor but gentle Efquimaux, fhe can
do nothing for the fpecics but nurfe a young
one, who camnot run his race of life without in-
ceffant and hard labour to keep foul and body to-
gether —here thetefore her {tation in fociety can
hardly have a name, becaufe there can hardly be
faid to be any aflociation, except what is necef-
fary for repelling the hoftile attacks of Indians,
who feem to hunt them withont provocation as
the dog does the Pare. In other paris of the
world, we fee that the confideration in which
the fex is held, nearly follows the proportions
of that aggregate of many different particulars,
which we confider as conftituting the cultivation
of a fociety. 'We may perhaps err, and we pro-
bably do err, in our eftimation of thofe degrees,
becaule we are not perfectly acquainted with what
is the real excellence of man. But as far as wg

53 can
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can judge of it, I believe that my affertion is ac-
knowledged. ©On this authority, 1 might pre-
fume to fay, that it is in Chriitian Europe that
man. bas attained his higheft degree of cultiva-
tion—and 1t is undoubtedly here that the woinen
have attained the higheft rank. I may even
add, that it is in that part of Europe where the
eflential and diftinguithing do@irines of Chriftian
morality are mofl generally acknowledged and
attended to by the laws of the country, that wo-
man adts the higheft part in geneial foclety.
But here we muft be very careful how we form
our notion, either of the {ociety, or of the female
rank—it is furclynot from thetwo orthree dozens
who fill the higheft ranks in the flate.  Their
npumber is too fmall, and their fituation is too
particular, to afford the proper average, Befides,
the fituation of the individuals of this clals mn all
countries is vay much the fame~and in all it is
very artificial—accordingly their charater is fan-
taflical. Nor are we to take it {rom that clafs
that is the moft numerous of all, the loweft clafs
of focicty, for thefe are the labouring poor, whofe
condut and occupations are fo much diftated to
them by the hard circumf{tances of their fitnation,
that {carcely any thing is left to their choice. The
fituation of women of this clafs muft be nearly
the fame in all pations. But this clafs is ftill
fufceptible of fome variefy—and we fee it—

and
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and I think that even here there is a perceptiblg‘,
fuperiority of the female rank in thofe countries
where the pureft Chriftianity prevails. We
muft however take our meafures or propor-
tions from a numerous clafs, but allo a clafs
in fomewhat of eafy circumftances, where mo»
ral fentiments call fome attention, and perfons
have fome choice in their conduét. And heroy
although I cannot pretend to have bad many
opportunities of obfervation, yet. I have had
fome. I can venture to fay that it is mnot
in Ruffia, nor in Spain, that woman is, on
the whole, the moft important as a mem-
ber of the community.* 1 would fay, that in
Britain her important rights are more generally
refpeCted than any where elfe. No where is a
man’s charater fo much hurt by conjugal infi-
delity—no where is it {o difficult to rub off the
ftigma of baftardy, or to procure a decent recep-
tion or fociety for ax improper conueétion; and
I believe it will readily be granted, that the thare
of the women in fucceffions, their authority in
all matters of domcftic truft, and even their opi-
nions in what concerns life and manners, are
fully more refpetted here than in any country,

I have long been of the opinion, (and every ob.
fervation that I have been able to make fince I
firlt formed it confirms me in it,) that woman is
indebted tp Chriftianity alone for the high raak

$ 4 fhe
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the holds in fociety. ILook into.the writings of
antiquity—into the wotks of the Greek and Latin
poets—into the numberlefs panegyrics of she fex,
0 be found both in prafe and verfe—I can find
little, very little indeed, where woman is treated
with refpett—there is no want of love, that is,
of fondnefs, of beauty, of charms, of graces.
But 6f woman as the equal of man, as a moral
companion, travelling with him the road to feli-
¢ity—as his advifer—his folace in misfortune—
as a pattern from which he may fometimes copy
with advantage ;—of all this there is hardly a
trace. 'Woman is alwavs mentioned # an objeét
of paffion. Chatftity, modelty, fober-mindednefs,
are all confidered in relation to this fingle point ;
or fometimes as of importance in refpet of eco-
nomy or domeftic quiet. Recelleét the famous
fpeech of Metellus Numidicus to the Roman
people, when, as Cenfor, he was recommending
marriage :

¢ Si fine uxore poflfemus Quirites effe, omnes
“ &3 moleftia careremus. Sed quoniam ita na-
“ tura tradidit, ut nec cum illis commod¢, nec
¢ fme illis ullo modo vivi poffet, faluti perpetux
s potxus quam brevi voluptati confulendum.”

Aul. Gell. No. 411. I 6.

What does Ovid, the great panegyrift of the
f2x, fay for his beloved daughter, whom he had
praifed
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praifed for her attraions in various places of his
Triftia and other compofitions? He is writing
her Epitaph—and the only thing he can fay of
her as a rational creature is, that {he was—Domi-
fida—not a Gadabout.— Search Apuleius, where
you will find many female charatters in abfZracto
—You will find that his.little Photis (a cook-
maid and ftrumpet) was neareft to,his heart, after
all his philofophy. Nay, in his pretty ftory of
Cupid and Pfyche, which the very wile will tell
you is a fine leflon .of moral philofophy, and a
reprefentation -of the operations of the intellec-
tual and ggpral faculties of the human foul, a
ftory which ,gave him ‘%the fineft opportumty,
nay, almoft made it neceflary for him to infert
whatever can ornament the female charalter;
what is his Pfyche but a beautiful, fond, and filly
girl; and what are the whole fruits of any ac-
quaintance with the fex ?—Pleafure. But why .
take more pains inethe fearch?—Look at their
immortal goddefles—is there one among them
whom a wife man would felet for a wife or a
friend ?—I grant that a Lucrctia is praifed—a
Portia, an Arria, a Zenobia—but thefe are indi-
vidual charalters —not reprefentatives of the fax.
The only Grecian®ladies who made a figure by
intelle€tual talents, were your Afpafias, Sapphos,
Phrynes, and other nymphs of this caft, who

had emerged from the genera] infignificance of
the
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the fex, by throwing dway what we are accofl-
tomed to call its greaté‘ﬂ: ornament.

I think that the firlt piece in which woman
is pictured as a refpeiable charaéer, is the old-
eft novel that I am acquainted with, written by 2
Chriftian Bithop, Heliodorus—I mpean the Adven-
tures of Theagenes and Chariclea., I think that
the Heroine % 2 greater charaéter than you will
meet with in all the annals of antiqaity. And it
is worth while to obferve what was the effett of
this painting. The poor Bithop had been de-
pofed,and even excommunicated,for dotrinal er-
rors, andfor drawing fuch a picture o heathen.
The magiftiates of Antioch, the mott voluptuous
and corrupted city of the Eaft, wrote to the Em-
peror, telling him that this book had reformed the
ladies of their city, where Julian the Emperor and
his Sophifts had formerly preaclied in vain, and
they therefore prayed that the goed Bithop might
not be deprived of his mitre.—It is true, we read
of Hypatia, daughtcr of Theon, the mathematician
at Alexandria, who was a prodigy of excellence,
and taught philofophy, 7 e. the art of leading a
good and happy life, with great applaufe in the
famous Alexandrian fchool.—But fhe alfo was in
the times of Chriftianity, and was the intimate
friend of Syncellus and other Chriftian Bi-
fhops.

Ir
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It is undoubtedly Chriftianity that has fet wo-
man on her throne, making her in every refpect
the equal of man, bound to the fame duties, and
candidate for the fame happinels. Mark how
woman is defcribed by a Chriftian poet:

“ Yet when I approach

« Her lovelinefs, fo abfolute fhe feems,

¢ And in herfelf complete, fo well to know
¢ Her own, that what fhe wills to do orfay
« Seems wife?, virtuoulefl, difcrectefl, Left.

¢« Neither Ler outfide, form’d fo fair, —
“ 50 much delights me, as 2hsfe graceful afls,
& Thofe tbﬁfrmd decencees twat daly flow 7
s« From all her words and adtions, mix’d with love
¢ And fweet comphance, which declase unfeign’d
¢ Union of nund, or 1 us both one foudl.

“ And, to confummate all,
8 Greatnefs of mind, and roblnefs, their feat
s« Build in her lovelielt, and c1eate an awe

L ]
 About bery as a guard angelic pla’d”’
MiLroxn.

This is really moral painting, without any abate-
ment of female charms.

This is the natural confequence of that purity
of heart, which is fo much infifted on in the
Chriftian morality. In the inftru&ions of the hea-
then philofophers, it is either not mentioned at
all, or, at moft, it is rccommended coldly, as a

g thing
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thing proper, and worthy of a mind attentive to
great things.—But, in Chriftianity, it is infifted
on as an indifpenfable duty, and enforced by
many arguments peculiar to itfelf.

It is worthy of obfervation, that the moft pro-
minent fuperftitions which have difhonoured the
Chriftian churches, have been the exceflive re-
finements which the enthufiaftic admiraton of
heroic purity has allowed the holy trade to in-
troduce into the manufacture of our fpiritual fet-
ters. Without this enthufialm, cold expediency
would not have been able to make the Monaftic
vow fo general, nor hgve given us f@ch numbers
of convents. Thefe were generally founded
by fuch enthufiafts—the rulers indeed of the
church encouraged this to the utmott, as the befl
levy for the fpiritual power—but they could not
engoin fuch foundations. From the fame fource
we may derive the chief influence of auricular
confeflion. When thefe were firmly cftablithed,
and were venerated, almoft all the other corrup-
tions of Chriftianity followed of courfe. I may
almoft add, that though it is here that Chriftianity
has fuffered the moft violent attacks, it is here
that the place is moft tenable.—Nothing tends fo
much to knit all the ties of fociety as thc endear-
ing conne&ions of family, and whatever tends to
leifen our vencration for the marriage-contrat,

weakens
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weakens them in the moft effetual manners
Purity of manners is its moft effeCtual fupporty
and pure thoughts are the only fources from
which pure manners can flow. 1 readily grant
that in former times this veneration for perfonal
purity was carried to an extravagant height, and
that feveral very ridiculous fancies and cuftoms
arofe from this. Romantic love and chivalry
are {trong inftanccs of the ftrange vagaries of our
imagination, when carried along by this enthufi-
aflic "dmiration of female purity ; and fo unna-
tural and forced, that they could only be tempo-
rary fathions, But I bd1eve that, with all their ri-
dicule, it would,be a happy nation where this was
the general creed and practice.  Nor can I help
thinking a nation on its decline, when the do-
meflic conneltions ceafe to be venerated, and the
illegitimate offspring of a nabob or a nobleman
are received with eafe into good company.
Nothing is more clear than that the defign of
the Illuminati was to abolith Chriftianity —and we
now fee how effetual this would be for the cor-
ruption of the fair fex, a purpofe which they
eagerly withed to gain, that they might corrupt
the men. But if the women would retain thg
rank they now hold, they will be careful to pre-
ferve in full force on their minds this religion, fo
congenial to their difpofitions, which Nature has
made affe@ionate and hind.

And
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And with refpet to the men, is it not egre-
gious folly to encourage any thing that can tend
to blaft our fweeteft enjoyments ? Shall we not
do this moft effeCtually if we attempt to corrupt
what Nature will always make us confider as the
higheft elegance of life? The divinity of the
Stoics was, ¢ Mens fara m carpore Jans,’—bnt
it is equally true,

« Gratior eff pulchro vemens ¢ corpore wirtus”

If therefore, inftead of profefledly tainting what
is of itfelf beautiful, we could really work it up

to

& That fair form, which, wove in fancy’s loom,
& Floats in light vifions round the poet’s head,”

and make woman a pattern of perfection, we
fhould undoubtedly add more to the heartfelt
happinefs of life than by all the difcoveries of the
Tlluminati. See what was the effett of Theagenes
and Chariclea.

And we thould remember that with the fate of
woman that of man is indiffolubly knit. The
woice of Nature fpoke through our immortal
bard when he made Adam fay,

*¢ From thy ftate
¢ Mine never fhall be parted, blifs or woe.”

Should



CHAP. 1L THE ILLUMINATL 273

Should we fuffer the contagion to gaucly, vur
fair partner, all is gone, and toe Jate thall we
fay,

« O faireft of creation! laft and beft

s« Of all God’s works, creature in whom exeelld
«¢ Whatever can to fight or thought be form’d,

<« Holy, drusne, good, amiable, or fawees]

#¢ How art thou loft,—and now to death devote v
¢« And me with thee haft ruin’d; for with thee

# Certain my refolution is to dig.””
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The German Union,

W HEN fuch a fermeatation had been excited
in the public mind, it cannot be fuppofed that the
formal fuppreflion of the Order of the Illuminati
in Bavaria, and in the Duchy of Wirtemberg,
by the reigning Princes, would bring all to relt
again. By no means. The minds of men were
predifpofed for a change by the reftlefs fpirit of
fpeculation in every kind of inquiry, and the
leaven had been carefully and {kilfully diffemi-
nated in every quarter of the empire, and even
in foreign countries. Weithaupt faid, on good
grounds, that < if tl}é Order fhould be difco-
“ vered and fupprefled, he would reftore it with
“ tenfold energy in a twelvemonth.” Even in
thofe ftates where it was formally abolithed, no-
thing could hinder the enlifting new members,

4 and



