
CHAt>. UI. THt GEtMAN UNION. 27-:; 

and arrying on aU the purpofes 0( .. Order. 
The Arcr)pagiit£ might indeed be eha.nged t aad 

the feat of the direCtion transferred'to fame other 
place; but the" Minerval and his Mentor could 
meet as formerly, and a ride of a few niiles into 

another Sta~e, wQuId bring l1im to a Lodge, 
where the young would be amufcd, and the 
more advanced would be engaged in feri01!S mif· 
chief. Weilliaupt never liked children's play. 
fIe Indulged Philt> in it, becaufe he faw him taken 
with fuch rattles; but his own projetrs were 
dark and folernn, and it was a relief to him now 
to be freed from that mu~mery. He foon found 

the bent of the perfon's mind on whom he had 
fet his talons, and he fays, that " no man ever 

" efcaped him whom he thought it worth while 
" to fecure:' He had already filled the lifts with 

enough of the youn~ and gay, and when the pre­
fent condition of the Order required fly and ex­
perienced heads, he no longer courted them by 
play-things. He commuDlcated the ranks and the 

infirudions by a letter, without any ceremony. 
The correfpondence with Philo at the time J)f 
the breach with him fllOWS the fuperiority of 

Spartacus. Pllilo is in :l rage, provoked to ,find 
a pitiful profetfor difcontented with the immenfe 
Cervices which he had lCCeiVed from a gentle­
man of his rank, and treating him with autho-

T rity, 
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rity, ~.with ditingenuity.-He tells Spartacull 
what frill greater fervices he cas do the Order, 
and that he can a1[0 ruin it with a breath.--But 
i~ the midft. of tni'O. rage, he ?ropo[es \\ tho-u.{and 
modes of feconcilement. The fmallefi: concef­

fion would make him hug Spartacus in his arms. 
But Spartacus is deaf to all his threats, and firm 
as a rock. Though he i~ confclOus of bis own 

\Tile conduct, he abates not in the fmalleft pOlnt 
his abfolute authority-require~ the mofl impli­
CIt fubmiffion, which he fays " is due, not to 
II him, but to the Order, and without which the 

" Order IIlUa immediately go to ruin."-He 
does not even deIgn to challenge Philo to do his 
worfi, but allows him to go out of the Order 
without one angry word. This GlOWS l11s conti­
cJen('e in the energy of that [pint of reftlefs dif· 

content, and that hankeril~g after reform whick 
he had fa fuccefsfully fpread abroad. 

Thi.s had indeed ariJen to an unparalleled. 
height, unexpected even by the fedltlOus them­
[elves. This appeared m a remarkable manner 
bf the reception given to the infamous letters on 
the conftitution of the Fruffian States. 

The general opinion was"that Mlrabeau was 
tlie author of t.he letters therufelves, a.r.d it wat 

perfeCtly underftood by every perfon, that the 
tpnfiation into Freoch was a Joint contrivalK'.e 

of 
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of Mirabeau and Nlcholai. I was a1f\!~ of tttit 
by the BritiIh Minifter at that Court. There a~ 
[orne blunders in tefpeCl:: of names, which an in­
habitant of the country could hardly be guilty or. 
but are very confiftent with the felf-conceit and, 
precipitancy of this Frenchman.-There are fev~ 
ral infiances of the [:.tme kind in two pieces, which 
are known for certain to be his, viz. the Cltroniqut 
JCt11ldaletlJe and the Htj!oil e fecrette de fa Cot#" de 
Berlin. There letters were In e-very hand, and 
were ment~oned in (1Very conver[ation, eYen in 
the Pruffian dominions.and in I)ther places of 
the Empire they were quoted, and praifed, and 
comrhented OIl, although [orne of their contents 
were nothing {hort of rebellion. 

Mirabeau had a large portion of that {elf-con· 
ceit" which rliftinguiihes his countrymen. He 
thought 11lm[elf qual.fled not only for {tny high 
office in adminiftration, but even for mlinaging 
the whole affairs of the new King. He ther-efore 
endeavoured to obtain fome poft of hORour. But 
he was difappointed, and, in re,-enge, did every 
thing in IllS power to make thofe in admimftr:1-
tion the objects of public. ridicule and rept:Oa.ch. 
His licentious and profligate manners were fuch 
a! excluded him from the fociety of the people of 
rile firfi da1fes, whom it belioved to pay forne at­
tention to p~rfonal dignity. His opinions werei1\ 
the higheft degree corrupted, and he openly prb-

T 2. feifcd 
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fetfed Aiheifm. This made hi-n peculiarly ob­
noxious to the King, who Wl1$ detennined to cor­
rett the difturbances and difquiets which had 
anfen in the Pruffian States from the indifference 
of his predeceffor in thofe matters. Mirabeau 
therefore attached himfelf'to a junto of writer!> 
and fcribblers, who had united in order to diffe­
minate licentIOus principles, both in refpeCt of 
religion and of go\'ernment. His wit and fancy 
Were gr~t, and he had not perhaps his equal for 
eloquent and bIting fatire. He was therefore ca­
reffcd by tho[c writers as a moil: valuable acquz­
fition to their Soc.iety.' He took aU tIllS deference 
as his Juft due; and was fa confident in his powers. 
and fo fooli01, as to advife, and even to admoniili, 
the KlUg. Highly obnoxious by fuch conduct, 
he was excluded from any chance of prefer­
ment, and was exceedingly out of humour. In 
this ftatc of mind he was in a fit frame for Illu­
mination. SpartaC';;'s had been eyemg 111m for 
(orne time, and at laft communicated this ho­
nour to him through the intermediurn of Mau­
viLlon, another Frenchman, Lieutenant-Colonel 
in the fervice of the Duke of Brunfwick. This 
perfon had been mof\: aCtive during the: formal 
cxiftence of the Order, and had contributed much 
to its reception in the Proteftant States - he 
remained long concealed. Indeed his Dlumina o 

tlon Wi'S not known till the mvafi.oo. of Holland 
by 
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by the French. Mauvillon then ftepped fortb, 
avowed his principle~ and recommended the ex~ 

ample of the French to the Germans: This en· 
couragement brought even Philo again on the 
ftage, notwithftanding hi s reCentmen t agaiuft Spar. 
taeus, and his folemn declaration of having ab­
jured all fuch rocieties.-The[e, and a thoufand 

fuch fatts, thow t lIat the feeds oflicentious Cofmo­

politliin had. taken deep root, and that cutting 

down the crop had by no means ucftroyed the 
baneful plant.-But this is not all-a new method 

of cultivatlOn had been invented, and immediately 
adopted, and ~ was now growing over all Europe 
in another [nrm. 

I have already taken notice of the general 

perverfion of the public mind, which co-ope­

rated with the fchlfms of Free MaConry in pro­
curing a liftening ear to Spartacus and his alIo­

cutes. It will not -be doubted Lut that the 

machmatlOns of the Illuminati inclealcd thi!>, 
even among thof~ who dld not enter into the 

Ord€f. It Was ealier to dinlJnifh the rerpett fOf 

CIvil eftabhihments in Germany than in almQfi: 
any other country. The frivolity of the ranks 

and court-odk:es in the differ~ntconfed~rat:dpetty 
States made it impoffible to combine dignity with 
the habih of a fcanty in<..ome.-It was frill ea.fier 

to expo(e to ridicule and reproach thofe number­

~ abufes which the folly and the vicei of mea 

T 3 had 
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Iud introduced into religion. ThE' inil uenee on the 

public mind which naturally attaches to the vene­

rabJe offi~e of a moral inftrucror, was prodigioufly 
Qlrninifhed by the continual d\fputcs of the Catho­

lics and Protefiants, which were camed 011 ,yith 
great heat in every little principality. The free­

dom of enquiry, which was fupportcd br the fi:ate 

in Proteftant Germany, was ternbly abufed, (for 

what will the folly of man not abu(e ?) and degene­

rated mto a wanton licenhou[ne[s of thought, and 

a rage for fj:>eculatio'1 and [cepticl(m on every fub­

Ject whatever. The 11mggle, which was originally 

between the Catholics and the Proteftants, had 

"hanged, during the gradual progrefs of luxury 

and munorality. into a conteil. between reafon anJ 

(tlperftitlOn. And in this conteft the denomi­

nation 0f [uperfhtion had been gradually extended 

to every doctnne which profeffed to be of dIvine 

revelation, and reafon was declared to be, for cer­

tain, the only way in which lhe peity can inform 

the human mind. 
Some refpetl:able Catholics had publifhed works 

AUed with liberal [ehtiments. The[e were repre­

fented as villanous machinations to Inveigle Pro­

teftants. On the oth'e!! hQ~, fome Proteftant 

Divines had propofed to imitate this liberality by 

making conceffions whkh might enable a good 

Catholic to live more at ea(e among the Pro­

teftants,wand might even accelerate an union of 

4 fut~. 
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faiths. This was hooted beyond meafure, as Je­
fuitical, 'lnd big with danger. While the fcopti­

cal junto, headed by the editors of the DeutJcll' 
Btbltotlrek and the Berlin lI-imttttfihrift, were re~ 

commending every perfGlrmance, that was hofiile 
to the eftabliihed faith. of the country. Leucht­

fenring was equally bufy, finding Jefuits in every 
corner, and \Vent about wlth all the inquietude of 

a madman, picking up anecdotes. Zimmerman, 

the refpet'bble phyfician of Frederick King of 
Prufiia, gives a dlverting account of a vi fit which 

he had from Leuchtfenring at Hanover, all tremb. 
hng wIth fear~ of Jefults:and wiihing to perfuade 

him that his life was in danger from them. Ni­
cholai W::1S nOw on the hunt, and during this 

€rufade Phllo laid hands on him, being introduced 

to his acquaintance by Leuchtfenring, who was, 
by this time, cured of his zeal for Proteftantifm, 
and had become a dlfciple ofIllum;natifm. Philo 

had gained his good opinion by the violent a:ttadt 
whICh he had pubhf11ed on the Jefuits and Rofy­

crucians by the orders of Spartacus.-He had 

not far to go in gaining over Nicholai; who was 
, . 

at this time making a tour through the Lodges. 
The fparb of Illumination which he perceived 

in many of them pb.fed him exceedingly, and ile 
very cheerfully receivccl the precious fecret from 
Philo. 

T 4 Thi" 
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This acquifition to~ the Order was made in 
January 1782. Spartacus was ddighted with it~ 
confidered Nicholai as a moft excellent champion, 
a.n;d gave hun the name of Lucitl11, the great leof­
fer at all religion, as aptly expreffing his charaCter. 

Nicholai, on his return to Berlin, pubhChed 
man}{ volumes of his difcoveries. One would 
imagine that not a Jefuit had ercaped him. He 
mentions many ftrange fchifrnatlcs, both in reli. 

gion and in Mafonry-But he never once men­
tions an Illuminotus.-When they were' fifft 
checked, and before the dlfcovery of the fecret 
correfpondence, he defended them~ and ftrongly 
reprobated the proceedings of the Elector of Ba­
vari:t, calling it vile perfecution.-Nay, after the 
difcovery of the letters found in Zwack's houfe. 
11e perfifted in his defence, vindicated the poffef­
fion of the abommable receIpts, and highly ex­
tolled the characrer ofWeifilaupt.-But when the 
difcovery of papers in the honfe of Batz informed 
the public that he himfelf had long be an 11114-
mina/us, he was fadly put to it to reconcile Ius de­
fel1ce wi,th any pretenfions to religion*.-'Vei-

ihaupt 

-110 He imprudently contended that 'the paper. containing 
the fyfiem and doarines of lllumanitifm, came to him at 
Berlin, from an unknown hand. But no one believed him 
"_it was inconfifient \\lith what is [aid of him in the fecret 
correfpondence. He had faid the fame thing concerning 

the 
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fuaupt faved him from difgrace, as he 'thought, by 
his publication of the fyftem of Illuminatifm-Ni­
'Cholal then baldly faid that he knew no more of 
the Order than was contained m that. book, that 

is, only the two firft degrees. 

But before this, Nichola.l had made to himfelf 
a moD: formidable enemy. The hiftory of ..th~ 
conteft is curious in itfelf, and gives us a very 
inftruCtive picture of the machInations of that.coJ$Oo 

JurattOIl des plulojophesJ or gang of fcribblers whq 

were leagued agaml1 the peace of t.he world. The 

reader Will therefore find It to our purpofe. On the 

authority of a lady in Cotlrland, a Countc(~ YCll,l 
<ler Recke. Ni"cholai had aceufcd Dr. Stark of 
Darml1adt (who made fueh a figure in Free .Ma­
fonry) of Jefuitifm, and of having even fubmitted 
to the tOliftwe. Stark was a mol1 reftlds 1J)int­

had gone through every myilery in Germany. 
111uminatlfm excepted, and hau ferreted out 

many of Nicholai's hidden tranfacLtons. He WaS 

alia an unwearied book-maker, and dealt Qut thefc: 

<hfl.:ovenes by degrees, kteping the eye of the puh-

the French tranflation of the Letters on the ConllitutlOll of 
the Pru1fian States. Fifty COrrel were found in hi~ ware~ 

j.oufe. He [aid that they had b~n rent from Strafhurg, and 
that he had never fold one ot ·iJem.-Suppoling both there 

:ljTtrtion~ to be true, It .. ppears that Nichola, wa~ confides-ed 
_, a vr:ry proper hand for dlfperfing fllCh poifon •. 



21'1 THK GERMAN UNION. CHAP. tH. 

lle continually upon Nicholai. He- had fufpecred 
lJis Illumination for fome time paO:, and when 

the fecret came out, by Spartacus's letter~ where 
he boans of his acquifihon, calling Nlcholai a 

moO:. fturdy combatant, and fayi.,g that he was 
(ontentt}jimlls, Stark left no ftone unturned till he 
(lifc~vered that Nicholal had been 1l1itlated in all 

the horrid and moft profligate myfteries of Illumi­
riatifm, and that Spartacus had at the very firft 

eIltrufied him with his moil: darling {ecrcts, and 

advifcd with him on many occafiom *. 
This 

'" Of thiS we have complete proof in the private cor­
re[pondellce. Phu'o, [.,t~kl:lg III one of his lrtters of the 
gl;tdU31 c Jl1l1ge wlmh W<lS to be produced in the minds of 

thclr pIJplls 110m ChrHllamty to Deifm, fays. <, Ni:holai 

" informs me, that even the pious Zollikofer has now been 

" convinced that it would be proper to fet up a delGlI"al 

.. church 10 Berlm." It IS in va'lI1 that NH:holal fay~ tll:lt 

his knowledge of the Order was only of what Welihaupt had 

pubhihed; for Philo fa}s tbat that correaed fyfrem had not 

been introduced into it when he quitted it in 17!!4. Bllt 

Nicholai deferves no credtt-he is one of the moll. feandalous 
armplcs of the operation of tht principles of Wedhaupt. He 

procured admlilion into the Lodges of Free Mafons alld 

Rofyuucians, merely to aft the dlfhonourablr part of a fpy, 
and he betrayed their fecrets as f.'1l' as he could. tn the ap­

pendix to the 7th volume of his Journey, he declaims agamfr 

the Templar Mafons, Rofyc:rllcians, and Jeflllts, for their 
blind fubllllffion to unknown fupcriors, for theIr fuperftitions. 

theIr pndll.oods, and their bafe principles-and yet had been 

live years in a foelety in \\ hieh all thefe were earned to the 
greateft 
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This <:omplete blafting of his moral cbarafter 
could not he patiently borne, and N icholai was-u. 
his turn the bitter enemy of Stark,. and, in the 
paroxyfms of his anger, publiilied every idle tale. 
although he was often obliged to contradict them 
in the next Review. In the courfe of thIS attack 
and defence, Dr. Stark difcovered the revival of 
the lllummati, or a~ leaft a foclety wI11ch carried. 
on the fame great work m a fomewhat diffcrent 

way. 
Dr. Stark had written a defence againft one of 

Nicholal's accu[at1om, and wilhed to have it 
printed at Le~zig. He therefore tent the manu· 
[cript to a friend, who rcfided there. TIllS friend 
immediately propofed it to a moil improper per­
[on, Mr. Pott, who had written an anonymous 
(.ummentary on the King of Pruffia's edict for 
the uniformity of religlOU'i worfilip in his domi-. 
nion5. TIllS is one of the moft iham,t:lefs attacks 
en the eftablilhed falth of the nation, and the 

authontyand conduct of the Prince, that can be 
imagined. Stark's friend was ignorant of this, 

greatefi height. He remaillstruetotheIllumillatialone.be­
calfe they had the fame object in view WIth himfdf and hlS 

-atheiftical a/foclates. His cidence of Proteftantifm is all a 

cheat • all~ perha)ilS he roay be whfidered as an enemy equally 

formtililble \l:ith Weifhal1pt Illmfelf. This is the reafon why 
he occupies fo mar.), of thefe pagei. 

aQd 
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and {poke to Pott, as the partner of the great 
publilher Walther. They, witbout hefItation, 

undertook the publilhing; but when fix weeks 
'had paired over, Stark's- friend found that it was 

not begun. Some exceptionable paffages, which 

treated with difrefpeCt the religion of Reafon, were 
given as the caufe of delay; and he was told that 
the author had been writter. to about them, but 

had not yet returned an anfwer. Thi~ ~ as ~fter­
wards found to be falfe. Then a paff.'lge in the 
preface was objeCted to, as treating roughly a 
Lady in Courland, which \Valther could not print. 
becaufe he had connections with th'lt court. The 
author mufl: be entreated to change his expref­
flans. After ttnother delay, paper was wanting. 
The MS. was wIthdrawn. 'Valther now faid that 
he would print it immediately, and again got it 
into his hands, promifi:r>g to (end the iheets as they 
came from the prefs. Thefe not appearing for a 
long time,the agent made enquiry, and found that 

it was rent to Michaelis at Halle, to be pnnted 
there. The agent immediately went thither, and 

found that it was printing with great alteratiom. 
another tItle, and a guide or key, in which the 
work was perverted and turned into ridicule by a 
Dr. Bahrdt, who refided in that neighbourhood. 
An attion of recovery and damages was imme­

diately commenced at Leipzig. and after much 
conteft, un ints:rdia wa.s put on Michaelis's edi-

flOll, 
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tion, and a proper edition was ordered iUUl'le'" 
diately from \Valther: with fecurity that it lhowd. 
appear before Bahrdt's k.ey. Yet when it Wa& 

produced at the next falT. the bookfellers had 
been already fupplied with the fpurious edition; 
and as this was accompamed by the key, it was 

much more faleable ware, and completely {up­

planted the other. 
This is furely a ftrong ini'cance of the machina­

tions by which the Illuminati have attempted to 
dcftroy the LIberty of the Prefs, and,the power 
tlley have to dlfcourage or fuppcefs any thing that 

is not agreea~le to the tme of the literary junto. 
It was m the courfe of this tranfaCtion that Dr. 
Stark's agent found people talking in the coffee-
110u[es of Leipzig and HaJle of the advantages of 
public libraries, .and of libraries by fubfcription, 
in every town, where perfons could, at a fmall ex­
pence, fee what was ·pailing in the learned world. 
As he could not but acquiefce in thefe point~ 
they who held this language began to talk of a 
general Aifociation, whIch fhould act In concert 
over all Germany, and make a full commun~ca­
tion of its numerous literary produCtions by 
forming focieties for reading and infl:ruCtion, 
which lhouId be regularly fupplied with every 
publication. Flying fill./,ts and pamphlets w~re 
afterwards put into his hands, ftating the great 
ufe of fuch an Afi'ociatipn, and the effeCJ: which it 

would 
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w.ould fpeedily produce by enlightening the na .. 

tion. By and by he learned that f uch an Affocia­

tion did really eXlfr, and that it was called the 

GERMAN UNION, for ROOTING OUT SUPER­

S1'lTWN AND PREJUDICES, AND ADVANCING 

TRUE CHRISTIANITY. On enquiry, however, 

he found that this was to be a Secret Society, be­

caufe it had to com hat prejudices which were fup­

ported by the great of this world, and bccaufe 

its aim was to promote that general information 
which priefis and defpot5 dreaded above all things. 
Thi., Afioclation was acce1UbJe only through the 

reading focieties, and o~ths of fecre!;y and fidelity 

were required. In £hort, it appeared to be the 
old [ong of the Illul11l1lati. 

This difcovery WJ., 1l11 mcdiatcly ,mnounccd to 

the publIc, in an anonj'l11ous publication in de­

fence of Dr. Stark. It 15 fuppo[cd to be his 0\\11 

performance. It (hfdofes a rcene of compbcated 
villainy and folly, in w})1(.h the Lady in Courland 

makes a very ftrangc figure. She appears to be a 

wHd fanatic, deeply engaged in magic and ghoft­

rai[1ng, and leagued with Nlcholal, Gcdicke, and 

Eiefter, againft Dr. Stark. He is very completely 
<leared of the facts alleged againft t1lm; and hIS 

three male opponents appear void of all prIn­

~iple and. enenues of aU relIgIOn. Stark however 

would, in Britain, be a very fingular charaCter, 

coMidered ~s a clergyman. The fnvolous fecrds 
~f 
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of Mafonry have-either engroifed his whole mind... 

or he 11as laboured in them as a lucratlye trade. 
by which he took advantage of the folly of others. 

The conteft between Stark and the Triumvirate 

at Berlin engaged the public attention much mQrc 

than we ihould imagine that a thing of fo private 

a nature would do. But the characters were.vety 

notorious; and it turned the attention of the pub~ 

Jie to thofe daooefrine attacks which were made 

in every quarter on the civil and religious eftabliLh­

ments. It was obvious to every perfon, that thefe 

reading focicties had aU on a [udden become very 

numerous; an)! the charafiers of thofe who pa~ 

tromfed them only increafed the fufplcions which 
were now mifed. 

The firft work that [peaks exprefsly of the 

German Union, i!> a very_ fenfible performance 

-< On the RighI if PrilZces to dzrect the Reltgtoll of 
,< theIr SttbJefls." The next lS a cUliouc; work. 

a fort of narrative Dtalogue mt the Ch4lacters of 
Mcholai, Gedicke, and Btejier. It is chiefly occu. 

pied with the conteft with Dr. Stark, but in the 

5th part, it treats particularly of the! Germfl 

Union. 
About the fame time appeared [orne farther 

account, in a book called ArdJVes of FanatietJIII 
~nd IllMmittatiJm. But all Lnefe accounts are very 
vague and unfatisfactory The fulleft account is ta 

lite had in a work publilhed at Leipz.-ig by Oofchen 
the 
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ftIt: bookfeller. It.is entitled, "lv/ore Notes than 
~. '2e;.,:t, or,tlte German Uni01t of XXII, a nerioV Se~ 
_c erU Soci!ty for tlte Good rif Mankind," Leip­
"Zi'f;~ 1189. TIle pubhfher fays that it was (ent 

him by an unknown hand, and that he publifhed 
it with all fpeed, on account of the many mif­

chiefs which this Society (of which he had be~ 

(ore heard fcveral reports,) might do ~o the 

world. a.nd to the trade, if allowed to go on 
working in [ecret. Jirom this work, therefore, 

we may ferm a notion of this redoubtable So­

ciety. and judge how far it is prachcable to pre­

vent fuch fecrct macllinations againft the peace 
and happinefs of mankind. 

There is another work, " Further Information 
•• L011cerning the Germall Ulrioll, (Niilierc Beleuch­

" tung der Deutfche U [Ilon,) alfo ./lte'Willg hrJw, 
"for a moderate ,pria, olle may become {l ScotdI. 
~, Free ]}1 ajrm." FJ allkf01:! ad LeipzIg, I7 8 ~. 
The author fays that he had aU the papers in his 

hands; whereas the author of folore Notes than 

CJ"e:r:t acknowledges the want of [orne. But very 

l~ttIe allditional light is thrO\vn on the fubJeEt by 
this work, and the firG. is G.lll the moG. inO::ruEtive, 

and will chiefly be followed In the accpunt which 

is now to be laid before the reader. 

, T~e book Afore NO/t's than crt,\! contlins plans 

and letters, which the Twenty-two United Bre­

thl'en hive allowed to be given out, and of which 

~e 
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the greatefl: part were printed, but were entruilc.cl. 
only to affured members. 

N· I. is the firfr plan, printed on a finglc 
quarto page, and is addreiTed, 2"'0 all the Friends 
if ReaJon, of 2"'rutk, and of Yirtue. It is pretty 
well written, and frates, among other things, 
that "becaufe a great number of perfons arc 
cc labouring, with united effort, to bring Rea.[oll 
c, under the yoke, and to prevent all inftrufrion. 
c< it is therefore neceffary t\@at there be a com~ 
"bination which !hall wM-k in oppofition W 
"them, fo that mankind may not fink aneW'" 
" into irrecoverable barbarj[m, when Reali.m and 
,i Virtue ihall ·have been completely fubdued, 
"overpowered by the reftraints which are put 
" on our opinions."--" For this noble purpo[c 
" a company of twenty-two perfons, public in­
" ftrucrors, and men in pnvate ftations, have 
" united them[elves, occording Lo :! plan which 
cc they have had under conftderation for mOIC 

" than a year and a half, and which, in their 
"opinion, conta1115 a method that is fair and 
" irrefiftible by any human power, for prom61t­
., iug the enlightening and forming of mankinc1, 
c, and that will gradually remove all the ob­
"fiades which fuperftition fupported ~Y force 
M has hitherto put in the way." 

This addrefs is intended foran enliftil.lg adver .. 
tifemcnt, and, after a few infignificant remuks 

on 
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QIl-tOe Afi"ociatiOll, a. ri«-d~hler is roquir.ed aloRg 
with the fubfcription of acquiekeno: in the plaa, 
... compenfation for the expellees attending this 

mode of intimation and canknt. 
Whoc'ler pays tbe rix.-dahl6r, and declares !lis 

wi1h to join the ~tfociation, r«eives in a few 
days, N° It whieh is a form of the Oath Q[ 

{kR<ly, alfu printed on a tingle 4to page. Hav­
ing fuMenbed thi~, and given a full defignation 
of himfelf, he returns it agreeably to a certain 
addrefs; and foon aft<"f, he gets N° III. printed 
lJR4 4to theet. This numher contains what is 
oalled the S'eoond PlaIt, to which all the fubfe­
qYellt plans a.nd circular letters refer. A copy 
therefore of this will give us a. pretty full and 
ju,ft notion of the Order, and its mode of opera­
tion. It is intitled. 

and begins with this declaration: " We hayc 
n united. in order tQ accompliih the aim of the 
.~ e.xa.lted Founder of Chriftianity, viz. the en­
CI lightening of mankind, and the detluonemenl 
" of fuperftition an~~ticifm, by means of a 
" [ecret fratemizatiGa of aU who love the work 
--of God. 

"Our 
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'" Our firfl: exertion, which b.a~ al~ -I~tt 

" very extenfi:ve, canfifts in this, that, by means. 
" of confid~ial lJClfons, we allow ourfelves to 

" be announced. every where as a Society unit, 
" ed for the above-mentioned purpofe; and we 
" lnvite and admit into brotherhood with our­
e, felves every perfon who has a fenfe of tbe im­
" portance of this matter, and willies to apply 
" to us and fee our plans. 

" We labour firO: of all to draw into our Af­
c, fociation all good and learned writers. This 

" we imagine will be the eafier obtained, as they 
"muO: deri,:e an evid!nt advantage from it. 
" Next to fuch men, we feek to gain the maf­
" ters and fecretaries of the Poft-offices, in or­
U der to facilitate our correfpondence. 

"Befides thefe, we receive perfons of every 
<, condition and ftation, excepting princes and 
"their mimfters. ·Their f.1.Vounte~, however, 
" may be admitted, and may be ufeful by their 
" influence In behalf of Truth and Virtue. 

" When any perfon writes to us, we fend him 

" an oath, by which he mua abjure all treacI1&ry 
" or difcovery of the Affociation, till circum­

" frances fhall make it~roper for us to come 
"forward and lhow oufsrelves to the world. 

"When he fubfcnbes tce oath, he receives the 
" plan. and if he finds this to be what fatisfies 

" his mind as a thing-good and hon~:nvable, he 
1:'2 " becomes 
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"becomes our friend only in fo far as he en-: 
"-:Jeavous to gain over his friends and ac· 
~'quaintances. Thus we learn who are really 
" our zealous friends, and our numbers increa[c 
U in a double proportion. 

"This procedure is to continue till Provi­
" dence Chall [0 far blefs our endeavours, that 
"we acquire an aCtive Brother and coadjutor in 
"every place of note, where there is any lite­
Ie rary profeffion; and for this purpo[e we have 

"a fecretary and proper office 1ll the centre of 
"the Affociation, where every thing is expc· 
" dited, and all reports received. When this 
"happy epoch, arrives, we begin our fecond 
"'Operation." That is to fay, 

ce We intimate to all the Brotherhood in ("verr 
" quarter, on a certam day, that THE GERMAN 

(C UN ION has 110'lJ) acquIred a conjiflence, and we 

" now divide the fl aterni1ed. part of the nation 
" into ten or twelve PrO'l.lJnces or Dif)cejes, each 
" directed by its DioceJan at his office; and there 
"a.re fo arranged in due fubordination, that all 
C( bufinefs comes into the U NI0~.HOUSE as into 

( 

<;( the centre of the whole. 

"Agreeably to this manner of proceeding 
,-c there are two daffes of the Brotherhood, the 
~( OrditlMY and the MOlfllging Brethren. The 

'" latter alone kqow the aim of the A1fociation~ 

"aR.d a.)l. the means for attaining it j aud tlaey 
U alone 
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.' alone conftitute the UNION, the name,and 
" the connecrion of which is not intended to 1» 
'-& at all confpicuous in the world. 

" To this end the bufinefs takes a new exter­
" nal form. The Brethren, to wit, fpeak not 
" of the Union in the places where they refide. 
"not of a Society, nor of enlightening the 
" people; but they affemble, anct aCt togethet 
" in every quarter, merely as a LI TER AR Y So­
fe CIETY, bring mto it all the lovers of reading 
" and of ufeful knowledge; and fuch in faCt are 
"the Ordinary Brethrel1, who only know that 

• '" an A1fociation exifts in their place of reG-
"dence for the encouragement-of literary men, 
"but by no means that it has any conne8:ion 
" with any other fimiIar Society, and that they 
" all conftitute one whole. But thefe Societiea 
" will naturally point out to the intelligent Bre­
" thren fuch perfons as are proper to be fdeB-ed 
" for carrying forward the gTeat work. For per­
"fans of a ferious tum of mind are not mere 
"loungers in fuch co.mpany, but £bow in their 
"converfation the intereft they take in reaJ m­
"ftruttion. And the C:lft of their reading, which 
" muft not be checked in the beginning in the 
" fmalleft degree, although it may be gradually 
" dire8:ed to proper fubJects of infotmation, will 
" point out in the moft unequivocal manner their 
" peculiar ways of thinking on the important {ub-

u 3 " jecb 
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'" jecrs -£ooneetted with Our great ot.;ett. Her<!'~ 

" ~l1eforef the adive Bteth.en will obferve in 

" fecret, and will felect thofe whom they think 

"valuable acquifitions to the [acred UIfion. 

", Tbey will invite fuch perfons to unite with 
H themfelves in their endeavours to er~Hghten the 

" reft of mankind, by calling their attention to 
6' profitable fub]eCts of reading, and ttl proper 

"books. Readmg Societres, therefore, are ta. 
" be formed in every quarter, and to be furtliili­

" ed with proper books. In this provifion at­

l' tention muil: be paid to two thil1gs. The tafle ... 
• ' of the public muft be complied. with, that the 

~' Society may have any effeCl at aU in bringing 
" men together who are born for fomewhat tnore 

" than jufl:: to look about them. But the gete­

" ral tafte may, and muft alfo be carefully and 

''-1k.ilfully direCted to fubJ~as that will enlarge 
~ the comprehenfion, will fortify the heart, an", 

h by habituating the !nintl to novelty, and to 

" fuccefsful dlfcovery, both m phyfics and in mo­
., r:Us, will hinder the tll'hid from being ftartled 
" at - doCtrines and maxims which are fingu­

~ lat~ pr perhaps oppofite to thofe which a.re 

" current in ordinary fociety. Commonly a man 
«[peaks as if he tho\1ght he was uttering his. 

.. own fentiments, while h~ is only echoing ~he 
"general found. Our minds are dreffed in a 

.~ prevailing falhion as mu<:h as our bodies, abd 

" with 
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~, with ftuWas little congenial to fentimen4 as " 
"piece of woollen cloth is to the human,Jkia. 
., So carelefs and indolent are men, even J.ll 

" what they call ferious comerfation. Till re. 
"fleCtion becomes a habit, what is really a 
" thought ftartl(;s, however fimple, and, if really 
" uncommon, it aftoniilies and confounds. No;­
" thing. therefore. can fo powerfully tend to tQC 

" improvement of the human charafrer, as wclj,. 

" managed Reading SOCletits. 
" \Vhen there have been eftabliihcd in differ· 

"ent places, we muft endeavour to accompliih 
~, the foUowipg interme~iate plans: I. To mtro;. 

"duce a. general literary Gazette or Review, 
"which, by uniting all th~ learned Brethren, 
" and combining with judgment arnl addre[s aU 
P their talents, and fi.eachly proceeding accor~ 
" ing to a diftinft and precife plan, may in 
" time fupplant e;cry other Gazette" a thilJg 
~. which its intriniic merit and comprehenJl\'c 
c .. plan will ea.fily accomplifh. 2. To feled: a r. 
c, cretary for our Society, who {hall have it in 

" charge to commiffion the books which they 
• 

" ihall fekCl: in conformity to the great aim <!If 
t, the Affociatil~ and who fhall undertake; to 

" commi1lion aa otlll"r books for the curious in 
" his .neighbourhood.. If there ?e a bookkller 
f<' in thc- pb.<::c .. who can be ga$.¢ ovt£ and 

v 4 " {wQrn 
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"fworn into the Society, it will be proper to 
"choofe him for thIS office', lince, as will be 

- "made more plain afte>rwards, the trade will 

« gradually come l:1to the pla.n, a.nd fall intO"the 

• hands of the Union. 

" And now, every eye can perceive- the pro­
~c greffive moral influence which lhe Union will 

" acquire on the nation. Let us only conceive 
" what fuperllition will lofe, and what inftruc­

«tion mull: gain by this; when, 1. In every 
H Reading Society the books are [elected by our 

" Fraternity. ~. When we have confidential 
«perfons in every quarter, who, will make .jt 
ec their ferioUl concern to fpread f uch perfonn­
•• ances as promote the enlightening of mankind, 

'" and to introduce them even into evelY cot 
cc tage, 3. When we have the loud voice of the 
•• public on our fide, and Lince we are able, 

" eitller to banifh mto the fua.de all the fanatical 
« writings which appear in the reviews that are 

" commonly read, or to warn the public againft 
CI them; and, on the other hand, to bring into 
«~otice and recommend thofe perfonnances 
H alone which give light to the human mind. 
" 4. When we by degrees bring the whole tmde 
C( of bookfelling into our hands, (as the good 
tt writers will fend all theu' performances into 

«the market through our means,) we !hall 
~ bring 
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... briqg it about, that at laft the writers no 
'" labour in the caure of fuperftition and reftraint. 
" will have neither a publifher nor readers. 5-
'" \Vhen, laftly, by the [preading of our Fra­
u ternity, all good hearts and fenfible men will 
" adhere to us, and by our means will be put m 
" a condItion that enables them to work in ftleace 
" upon all courts, families, and individuals ill 
" every quarter, and scquire an influence in the 
« appointment of court~officers, ftewards, fecre~ 
" taries, pari(h~priefi:s, public teacher'>, and pri.­
" vate tutors. 

" Remark, That we n~all f peedily get the traUe 
.. into OUI h:tnds, (which was formerly the all']! 
" of the Affociation called the Gele1tJ"tetlbuchflfmd~ 
" lung), is conceivable by this, that every writer 
.. who unites with us immediately acquires atripJc 

" number of readers, and finds friends in every 
• 

... place who promote the fale of his pelfomtance ; 
4< fo that his gain is increafed manifold, and con­
" fequently aU will quit the bookfellers, and ac­
" cede to us by degrees. Had the above-named 
" Alfociation been conftruaed in this maimelj it 
" would, long ere now, have been the only 1hop 
" in Germany." 

The book called Fuller In/ormation, &c. gives 
a more particular accoum of the advantages held 
forth to the literary manufacturers of Gennany 
by this UnionfQ1' Gor/'j work. The dais oflite-.., 

rary 
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rt:ry Brothers, or writers by tracie, was cli,ided 
into Meftpoilles, Alde1mfll, Men, and Cauts. 

The MESOI>DLITF.S, or Metropobta115) are to 

be a.ttachcd to the atclllve-office, and to be ~k.en 

care of Ul the U nion-houfe, when in {traits through 

age or misforttme, They will be occupi('d in the 

department of the (Clences or arts, which this Af­
fociation profeffcs principally to cherifb. They 
are a1fo Brethren of the third degree of S~otch 
Free Ma[onry, a qualIfication to be explained 

afterwards. The Union-houfe is a building 

whIch the ofl:cntlble Fot,ndcl of the Druon pro­

!CUed to have acquired: or fpeeuily to acquire at 
II " through the fa.vour and protection of 

a. German Prince, who is not named. 
ALDERMEN are perfons who hold publiL uf­

ices, and 3l'e engaged to exercife theIr gemuc; 
.nd talents in the fClcnces. Thefe alfo are Bro-. 
;thers of the third rank of Scotch Free Mafonry. 
1!lnd out of theIr number are the Diocefans and 

-the Dirc8:ors of the Reading Societies {eleCted. 
The n1embers who are defigned fimply MEN~ 

.are Brothers of the fecond rank of Mafonry, and 
• 

\~ve alto a definite fcientific occupation affigned 

them. 
The CAtJETS are writers who have not yet 

!JMritl!l\ anY' particular honours, but have e:thi­
f:1iw:l fu:fficient difpofitions a.nd talents for dif • 

.fererrt kip-ds of literary manufaCture. 
Every 
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Ev~ry member is bound to bring the ~ .. 

tions of his genius to market through the Union. 
An Alderman receives for an original work ffit 
per cent. of the returns, and 70 for a tranllatiolt. 
The member of the next clafs receives 60, and 
the Cadet 50. As to the expenee of printing, the 
Alderman pays nothing, even though the work 
Thmlld lie on hand unfold; but the Man and the 
Cadu mull pay one half. Three months aftet 
publica.tion at the fairs an aCCouflt is brought in~ 
and after this, yearly, when and in what m<1nner 
the autllOr thall defire. 

In every di8cefe will be ellablifued at leaft one 
Reading SOCIety, of which near Sao are propofed. 
To each of t hefe wlll a copy of an AIdI!1"mmls 
work be fent. The fame favour will be {hOWl\ 

to a diifc{iation by a Afan, or by a Cadet, pr. 
vided that the manl.l[cnpt is documented by :111 

Alderrnan~ or fonnally approved by hun UpOA 

feriaus pcru[al. This imprrmatuy, whlth rt1uft be 
(:onftdered as a powerful recommendatioll of tM 
work, is to be publifhed in the Gmcral Review at 
Ga'Zette. This is to be a vehicle of politic~ tts 

well as of literary news; and it is hoped that, by 
its intrinfic worth, and the recommendation of 
the members, it will [r1on iupplant all odiet'S: 
(With refpffi to niTh.irs of the Union, a (art of 
cypher was to be employed in it. Each Diocefan 

was there deftgncd by a letter, of a -lize thai 
marked 
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lOarked. his rank, and ea.~h member by a number. 

It was to appear weekly, at the very fmall prIce 
of five-an,d-twenty lhillings.)-But let us return 
tQ the plan. 

'Vhen every thing has been eftablifhed in tIle 
manner fet forth above, the Union will aff~ 
the following republican form (the reader alwaJs 
recoUed:ing that this is not to appear to the world" 
and to be known only to the managing Brethren). 

Here, however, there is a great blank. The 
above-named !ketch of this Conftitution did not 

come to the hands of'the perf on ,who furnifiled 
the bookfeller with the reft of the information. 
But we have other document~ which give fuffi­
c;ient information for our purpofc. In tlle mean 

,aime, let us juft take the papers as they fland. 
N° IV. contains a lift of the German Union~ 

which the render received i~ manufcript. Here 
~ find many names which we fhould not have 

expeCted, and mi£s many that were much more 

likely to have been partners in tbis patrioti<­
fcheme. There are feveral hundred names, but 
v~ few defignations; fo that it is diffi.,ult to 
point out the individ\lals to the public. Some 
however are dcdigned. and the" writer ob[erves 
tha.t names a.re found, which, when applied to 
lome individuals whom he knows, accord furpri­
fiapy with the aneedotes that are to be ieen in 

tht 
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the private correfpondence of the 111uTllinati. and 
in the romance -caned Materials for the H~of 
Socratifm (Illuminatifm) *. It is but a difagree ... 
able remark, that the lift of the UnklR coru:&iOJ 
the names of many public teachers, both from the 
pulpit, and from the academic chair in aU its 
degrees.; and among thefe are feveral wWe .cr ... 
phers 1hew that they have been aCtive hand'S. 
Some of there have in their wrJtings given evi­
dent proofs of their mifconception of the fimp1e 
truths, whether dogmatical or hiftorical, of r.e­
l'ealed religion, or of their inclination to twlll 
and manufacrure theq1 fo as to chime in with the 
rdigion and morality of the Sages of France .. 
But it is more diftreffing to meet with unequi­
vocal names of fome who profefs in their writ­
ings to confider thefe fubJecrs as an honeft mall 

• This, by the by, is f very curious 4!ld entertaining 
work, and, had the whole affair been better kn9wD 10 ihi. 

country, would have been a much better antidote againft: 

th,. baneful effects of that A!fociation than any thing that I 

can give to the public, being written wrth much acutenefs 

and knowledge of the human mind, and agret'ably diver(i­

ned with anecdote and irooicaI ellhibithm of the affeaM 

wifdom aDd phiianthropy of the: knavifu Founder and hill 
coadjutors. If the pref'!Dt Imperfed: and defultory account 

~ be found to intereil the public. I doubt not bllt that 

a tranflation ef tMs novel, and forne other fanciful perform­

ance,s on tho fl.lbje6t, wUl be read With entertaio1UCat jUld 

pront. 

fhou14 



fbeuld c~fider them, that is, ~cordiog to the 
flain ~ (:Gmmon iC:nfe of the words) whereas 

1Il~ 114rC .demonftrative proofs that the German 

Ua.~ bad the dlametflcally O(Jpofi,te purpofe in 
'View. The ooly female in the lift is the G10jitl 

- 'fIJ(J1/. tkr /luke, the Lady who gave Dr. Stark of 

Darrtllfiadt fo much trouble about his ronJure. 
This Lady, as we have already feen, could not 
GC£\lpy herfe-If with the frivolities of drefs, flirta­

tion. or domefhe <:a.res. "Femina joonte pate!. 
~L }i;}lr pe&re." She was not pleafed however at 

finding her name 10 [uch a Plebeian lift, and 
~e oath, along with .&ieiter at the centre, that 
the was not of the Aa:ociation. • I fee that the 

• 
~uhlic was not (atlshed with this denial. The 

, Lady hJ.s publiflled forne more fcandal again{t 

Stark {ince that time, and takes no notice of it; 
and there have appeared many accounts of very 
krio1:lS literary <:onnet"tions between thefe two 
perfons and the man who was afterwards ,dif­
covered to be the chief agent of the U mono 

ND V~ is an import~t document. It is a letter­

addmfi'oo to the fworn rdembers of the Ullio~, 

~ding the beloved fellow-workers that" the 
.. bygone management of t4e bufinefs has been 

6, expenfive, and that the XXII. do not m~all, 
.. to make any particular charge for their own 
66 compcnfation. }lut that it was l1ecetrary that 
··-all and ~ach of the members thould know pre-

4 "ci&~ 
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.:, ciiCly the object of the A1fociation. ~ ... 
~ way which matwe {:onideratiM had ~. 
n out as the moil: effeCtual method of a.ttainiftg 
« this objed:. Then, 2.l1d not till then, cold" 
"the worthy members a.a: by one plan, Uld 
" contequently with united force. To acCotn­

" plith this purpofe, one or their numbe:r had 
"compoted a Treatife !In InjlruEliou, a,n,d 114., 

I 

" memu 0/ ptYJmottn,g it lIf." This work has hee.a 
revifed by the whole number, and may be coS­
tiered as the refu-lt of their deepeft tdled:ion. 
They fay, th41t it would be a ugnal t.nisfortune 
Jhould this AffoClation, !J1is undertaking, fa Un-­
portant for th<! happinefs of mankind, be craanpeol 
in the very beginning of its ~tilliant progtd"&,. 
They therefore propaCe to print thl5 work, this 
HolyScriptul'C of their falth and praCtice, by fub.­
faiption. (They here give a 010rt account-af the 
work.) And they req'tlell: the menlbel"> to CllCOti-­

tllge the work_by fubfcribing, and by exerting more, 
than their ufual aCl:ivityin procuringfubfcriptions. 
and in recommending the perform~ ill< the' 

* V"r6" AUJ"f1CLU'U1f'G ."tI JertTl BefJr~JJlflll/. 
Tlle only (rOper tranfilltion of thii word WG\lld be~ .c'-'fIfi 
'% or I'llJiglumlllg. ltifit 118m I kems the fingle WQrd .that 
COI1UII nearcft to the precIie meaning of .dIjj[4larllllX, but is 
not fynonymoi.U. 

newfpape[l. 
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newfpapers. Four periO~s are named as Dio­
ce[ans, who are to receive the money. which they 
beg may b!:'! fpeedlly advanced in order to pur. 
dlafc paper, that the work may be ready for the 

firU: fair (Eafter 1788). 
N° VI. is a printed paper (as is N° V.) without 

date, farther recommendmg the Effay on itlitruc. 
tion. N° VII. is In manuiCnpt, without date. It is 

! 

addl'dfed to " a worthy man," llltimating that the 
like are fent to others, to whom will alio fpeedily 
be forwarded an improved plan, with a rcqueft 

to cancel or deftroy the fonner contained in 
N4 III. It is added, that-the Union now contains, 
among many others, more than two hundred of 
Ih~ moil refpeCtable perron!> in Germany, of every 
JIUlk and condition, and that in the courfe of 
the year, (1788) a gCllcrallift,w11.I be fent, with 
~ requeft that the receiver will point out fuch as 
he doe, not think worthy of perfeCt confidence. 
It concludes with another recommendation of the 

book on I!!firuElio1l, on the returns from 'which 
irfi: work of the German Union the Cupport of 
the £Ccretary's office is to depend. 

1u:cordingly Ne VIII. contains this plan, but it 
is not ent-itled 'ihe 1111proved Plan. Such a deno· 

mination would have called in doubt the infallibi. 
lityof the XX IT. It is therefvre called The Pro· 
grdJive (Vorlaufig) plan, a title which leaves 
room for every [ub[equent change. It differs 

from 
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from the former only in fome unimportant Gir .. 
cumftances. Some expreffions, whidt b:ld pen 
offence or raifed fufpkions, ate foftened or can .. 
celled. Two copies of this, whkh we may can 
A and B, are given. differing alfo in fome dr­
(;umfi:ances. 

" The great aim of the German Union is the 
" good of mankind, which is to be attained only 
" by means of mental Illumination ( Au.ffk1artfflgJ 
" and the dethroning of fanaticifm and moral 
"de[potifm." Neither paper has the exprefiion 
which immediately followed in the former plan, 
n that this had been the aim of the exalted Founder 

• 
" of Chriftia.nity." The paper A refers, on the 
prefent fubjeCl, to a diifertatlOn printed in 1787 
without a name, On the Freedom of the Prefs, ttmI 
tts Ltnzilation. .This is one of the moft licentious 
pieces that has been publlfht:d on the fubjed:, not' 
only enforcing the ihoft unqualified liberty of 
publithing every thing a man pleafes, but e.I:; 
empjifymg it in the molt fcandalous ms.nner, 
libelling characters of every fort, and perfons of 
every condItion, and this frequently in the molt 
abufive language, and ex:prefiions fo coarfej· as 
lhewed the author to be either habituated to the 
coarfeft .company, or determined to try boldlj 
once for all, what the pUblK eye can bear. The 
pie.ce goes 0.0: "The Union confiders it as a. 
ct chief part of its foctet plaa. of operation, to in • 

• x " c1u~o 
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" dude the trade of bookfdling in thel{ circle. 
U By getting hold of thi:" they have it in their 
" power to increafe the n~mber of writings which 
" promote inJlruttion, and to ldfen that of thofe 
" which mar it, fince the authors of the latter 
" will by degrees lofe both their publilhers an~ 
" their readers. That the prefent booHellers. 
,t may do them no harm, they will by degrees 

" draw in the greater part of them to unite 
"" with them."-The literary newfpaper is hero 
fuongly iniified on, and, in addttion to what 
was {aid in the former pl.tn, It IS [.lid, "that 
u they will include p~ltical news, as of mighty 
" influence on the public mind, a~d as a [ubje6l: 
" that merits the doCdt attention of the moral 
CI inftrud:or. For what illumination is that 
u mmd fufceptIblc of, that is fa blinded by the 

" prejudice created and nurfed by the habIts of 
U ciVIl {ubordination, that it worOlips fiupidity . 
.. Qr wickednefs under a coronet, and neglects 
~', talents and -y,irtue uncler the be:l.Tikin cap of 
i' the boor? \Ve muft therefore repreCent poli­
~', tical tranfattions, and public occurrences, not 
~''',as they affect that artificial and fantafi.ical 
" creature of imagination that we fee -every 
" where around us, wheeled about in :l chariot,., .. 
• ' but as It affects a MAN, rational, aCtive, free-

~' born mah. By t.hus ftriwmg the.. tra.nf.wfrion 
" of-all foreign circumftances, we fee it as it af .. 

" feas~ 
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tr fed:s, or ought to affeCt, ourfc1ves. pc a.«~red 
" that this new form of political intelligence will 
" be highly intcldbng, and that the Gazette of 
" the Umon will [oon [upel[ede all others, 

" and, of It[elf, will defray all our necdfary.ex .. 

" pences." 
This is followed by [orne allulions to a fecret 

correfpondence that is qUick, un[u[ceptIble of all 

ditCovery or treachery, and attended wlth no ex­
pence, by which the buiine[s of the fecret plan 
(dtfferent from etther of tho}: commumcated 10 the 

fworn Brethren at large} is carried on, ahd which 
• puts the members in a conditIOn to learn every 

thing tha.t goes on in the world, fororagainft their 
cau[e, and alfo teaches them to know mankind. 
to gain an influence over all, and en.lbles tbeu1 ef· 
itaually to promote their heft fubJcCl:s into all 
offices, &c. and finally, from which every mem., 
ber, whether fiatefman, merchant, 01 writer, CIUl 

draw his own advantages. Some paffages h~ 
and in another place ma.ke me imagiri'e that tlw 
Union hoped to get the command of the poil: .. 
IJRices, by having their Brethre.o in the diredjp,o. 

It is then fa.id~ that " it is fupp<>[ed that t'1¥ 
1" ~ will be fuiiciently numerous in the f;e~ 

" of the enfuing year. W~n this takes ~"'~ 
6' geneul: fyood will be held. in whkh the iJ4IC 
" if ftcrAl operati61f.J wiU be fiQ.l.lly .adj~~ ~ 
• '&CC~ to local citQ1mft.u.ccs, {P.as to 

~2. nhf 
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.. be digefted into a Jaw that will need no far­
e< ther alteration. A proper perfon will fet off 
" from this fynod, with full powers, to viGt 

"" every quarter where there are [worn Brethren, 
,. and he will there eftabEfh a Lodge after the­

" ancient fimple ritual, and will communicate 
.. verbally the plait if Jecret operation, and certain 

f' inftrutl:ions. Thefe Lodges will then eftabliili 
.. a managing fund or box. Each Lodge will 
.. ,tI[o eftabliih a Reading Society, under the 
.~ management of a bookfeller refiding in the 
" pl~ce, or of [orne pe~fon acquainted with the" 
.. mecha.nical condutl: of things of this nature. 
" There muft alfo be a collector and agent, (E'-I:­
.~ petltteur,) fo that in a moment the Union wi}l 

,~ have its offices or {omptmrJ in every quarter. 
U through which it carries on the trade of book­
" [el1ing;, and guides the ebb and flow of its cor­
u refpondence. And thus the whole machine 
« will be fet in motion, and its atl:ivlty IS all di­
" red:ed from the centre," 

I remark, that here we have not that exclufion 
of .. Princes and mimfi:ers that was in the formcr 
plan; they are not even mentioned. The exclu­
ioll in exprefs terms could not but iurprife peo­
ple, and appear [omewhat [U[piCIOUS. 

N' IX. ~s It printed circular letter to the [""om 

Brethren, and is fubfcribe~ '" by their truly 
" a:fi"ociJ.ted Brother Bartbels, Oberllmt.fon.tm (firft 

" ba.iliff) 
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" bailiff) for the King of Pruffia, at Halle on the 
" Saal." 

" In this letter the Brethren are informed that 
u the XXII. were wont to meet fornetirnes at~ 
.. Halle, and fometimes at Berlin. But una­
" vOidable circumftanccs oblIge them not only 
" to remain concealed for fome tune, but even 
" to gIVe up their relation to the Union, and 
,~ withdraw themfclves from any !hare in its pro­
"ceedings. Thefe circumftaoces are but tern­
" porary, and will be completely explained in 
" due time. They tTUft, however, that this nC'" • 
" cdfary ftep'on their part wJll not abate the zeal 
" and actl vity of men of noble minds, engaged 
" in the clUfe by the conviction of their own. 
f' hearts. They have therefore communicated 
" to their worthy Brother BAll THELS all ne­
" ceffary inforrnatictl~J and have unamrnoully 
" conferred on 111m the direCtion ot the ff'cre­
" tary's office, and have provided lum with every 
" document and mean of carrymg on~the cor­
"refpondence. He has devoted himfelf to the 
" honourable office, givmg up all other empl~­
"ments. They obferv!;! that by this change ill 
" the manner of proceedmg, the Atfocia60n i$ 
" freed from an obJe8lOn made with Juftice toaU 
" other [ecret (oeletles, namely, that the mem­
U bers [ubJeC{ themfelves to blind and unquali­
~ tied lubmJlIJon to unknown fuperion."-" The 

x 3 f' Society 
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ce Society is now in the hands of its owrl avowed 

"members. Every thing will [oon be arranged 
c. according to a conftitution purely republican, 
,~ a Diocefan wlll be chofen, and will direct in 

" every province, and report to the centre every 

" fecond month, and tnftrucrions and other in­
c, fOrm:ltlOns will iffue in like manner from the 

!' centre. 

" If this plan fhall be approved of by the Affo­
.«1 ciated, H. Barth~ls will tranfmit to all the Dio­
e. tefes general hfts of the Union, and the P LAN 

" OF S·ECItF.T OPEPA,.TION, the rc[ult of deep 
" meditation of the XXII. and adlDlrably caku­
,. lated for carrying on with irrefiftible effeft 
,c their noble and patriotic plan. To ftop all 

" cabal, and put an end to allllander and fUl­
" picion, H. Barthels thinks it proper that the 
cc Union iball ftep forwar~, and declare itfelf to 

" the world, and openly name fame of its moft 

" refpedable members. The pubhc muft how­
" ever be informed on1y with refpect. to the ex­
u teriar of the Society, for which purpofe he had 
"<written a !he¢t to be !lnnexed as an appendix 

" to the work~ OFf INSTRUCTION, declaring 

.' that to be the work of the Society, and a fuf­
,; ficient indication of its t110ft honourable a.im. 

" He defires fuch members as choofe to lhare 
~, the honour with him, to fend him their names 

" a.nd proper "def~nations~ tb~t they may .. ppear 
" in 
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« in "that Appendix. And, laftly, he requefts 

" them to inftruCt: him, and co-operate with him, 
,~ according to the concerted rules of the Union, 

c. in promoting the caufe of God and the happi­

" nefs of m.wkmd." 
The Appendix now alluded to makes No. X. of 

the packet fent to the Book~lIer Gofchen of 
Lcip7lg, and is elated December 17S8. It is alfo 

found III the book 071 l1iflruElion, &c. printed at 
Leipzig in 1789, by'Valthe-r. Here, however, 
the Appendix is dated January 1789' This edi­
tion agrees In the main with that in the book 
from which 1 have mad~ fuch COpIOUS extraCl:s, 

but dIffer:> in fome partIculars that are not un­
worthy of remark_ 

In the packet it is written, " 1'he Underjigned, 
" as lvfember and Agent rf the German Union, 

" in order to rethfy f~veral miftakes and inju­
~, riaus flanders and accufations, thinks it ne­
" ceifary that the pubhc itfelf fhould judge of 

" their object and conduCt."-Towards the end 
it is i:ud, "and all v.ho have any doubts may 
" apply LO thofe named below, and are illvited 
" to wr:te to them." No names however at;'e 

fubjoillcd.-In the Appendix to the book it is , 
only faid, " the :j.gent of the Gennao Union," &r. 
and " perfous who wiG! to be better infornwd 
~ rna)' write to the agent, under the add refs, 

~ 4- u ;[0 
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" ,",0 the Germatl Fniolf-under cover to the ihop 
" ofWaltber, bookfellcr in Leipzig."-Here too 
there are no names, and it does not appear that 
any.perfon has chofen to come from behind the 
curtain •. 

There has already been fo much faid about En­
lightening, that the reader mufr be almofr tired of 

it. He is a.fthred in this performance that the Il­
lumination propoCed by the Union is not that of 
the Wolfenbuttk Fragments, nor that of HOR us, 
nor that of Bahrdt. The Fragments and HOilfS 

are books which aim directly, and without any 
concealment, to ddl:r6y tbe autlJority of our 
Scriptures, either as biflorica! n~rrations or olS 

~velations of the intentions of provldence and of 
the future profpects of man. The Theological 
writings of Bahrdt are grofs perverfions, both of 
1h9fpfe of the text, and of !hc moral inftruttions 
~ned in it~ aQd arc perhaps the moft excep­
tionable perform~nces on the fubject. They are 
ftigtnatiCed as abfurd, and coarfe, and indecent, 

., Walther is an eminent bookfdler, and carries on the 

b\1~ners of Publifuing to a great extent, both at LeIpzig 
;and other places. He: was the pubhfuer of the mofi viru­
lent attacks on the King of Pruffia's EdiCt Oil Religion, 
IUld W,IS brought into much trouble about the Commentary 
by Port which is mentioned above. He alfo pllbli/1les many 
of the fceptical and licentious wtitings which have fo mueh 
~jfturbed the peac\: of Germany, 

eve~ 
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even by the writers on the fame fide J yef tho 
work ~mmended fo .often, as containing the' 
elements of that Illumination which the world has 
t() expeCt from the Union, not only coincigcos in. 
its general principles with thefe performances, but 
is almoft an abftract of fome of them, particu­
larly of his Popular Reltgzofl, his Paraphraft OIJ the 
Serfl'wft (Jnlhe Moultl, and his MORALITY OF RE­
l-IGI0N. We h4VC .lIfo feen that the book on the 
Liberty of the Peefs is quoted anG recommended 
as an elementary book. Nay both the work 011 

lnftruction and that on the Liberty of the Peefs 
are now known to be Balardt's. 

But there principles, exceptionable as they nlay 
be, are probably not the worft of the inftitution. 
We fee that the outjide alone of the Union is to 
be {hewn to the publIc. Barthcls felicItates the 
public that there is no fubordmation and blind 
obedIence to unkn~wn Super1or,~, yet, in the 
fame paragraph, he tclls us that there is a [ccrd 
plan of operations, thatls known only to the Centte 
and the Confidential Brethren. The author of 
FItNer InfonlallOll fays that he has this plan, and 
would print it, were he not reftrained by a ~ro­
mife •. He gives us enough however to thow US 

that the higher myftenes of the Union are precire.. 
Jy tIle fame with thofe d the.Illuminati. Chrifti-

• This I Jjnd to ~e f~fe, and the book a ~OlDmOn job. 

"'Pity 
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arrity is e~fsly faid to have been a Myfl:ical 
Aifociation, and its founder the Grand Mafter of 

a Lodge. The A poftles, Peter, J lOlLS, John, and 
Andrew, were the ELECT, and Brethren of the 
Third Degree, and initiated into all t 1e myftcries. 
The remaining Apofiles were only of the Second 

Degree; and the Seventy-two were of the Flrfi: 
Degree. Into this deglee on.hnar} Chnil.ians 
may be admitted, and prepared for further ad­
vancement. The great myftery IS, that J-­
C-was a NATURAl~IST, and taught the doc­
trine of a Supreme Mind, the Spectator, but noi 
the Governor of the W£lrld, pretty. nearly in the 
fenfe of the Stoics. The Initiated Brethren were 
lobe inftruCted by readtng proper books. Tho[e 
particularly recommended are Bajedow's Prall1 

cal Knowlcage, Ebelhm d'j Apulogy for Socrates, 

Bahrdt's Apology for Rt'afo~l, Stembardt's S)'jlem 

of Moral Edtlcalton, lvleiner's Anctellt Myileries, 
Bt1nrdt's Letters Oft tlte BIble, and Baltrdt'.J 

-GomplettO~1 ~f tile Plan fiNd Aim 0/ J-- C-. 
Thefe books are of the moil. Antichriftlan cha­
rader, and fame of them aim at ihaking off all 
J\1ohl obligatIOn whatev.=r. 

l\long with thefe religlOus dottrinefi, are incul. 
atted the maR <.langerous mal'ims of civil con­
l1Uct. The defpotifm that.is ~imed at over the 
mmds of men, and the machinations and intrigues 
for obtaining pofi'cffion of places of truft and in-

fluence. 
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fltle~ are equally alarming; but being perfeat,. 
fimilar to thnfe of the Illuminati, it is needleu to 

mention them. 
The <::hief int~11igence that we get from this 

author is th:lt the CENl'R E of the Union is at a 
houfe in the neighbourhood of HaIre. It is a (ort 

of tavern, in a vineyard immedKitely without the 
city. Thiswasbollght by DOCTOR KARL FatE­
PERICH BAHRDT, and fitted up for the amu~ 
ment of the U niverfity Students. He cal}, it 
BAHRDT'S RUME (Bahrdt's Repofe). Theauthor 
thinks that this mull: have been the work of the 
Atfociation, qecau[e Bahfdt haq not a farthing, 
and was totally unable for [uch an undertaking. 

He may however have been the contriver of the 
inftitution. He has never affirmed or denied this 
in eXplrCIt terms; nor has he ever !tid who are 
the XXlI. coadJuto~s. 'Vucherer, an eminent 
bookfcller at Vienna, teems to have Leen one of 

the moil ath"e hands, and in one year admitted 
near 200 members, among whom is hIS own £hoe­
make!. He has pubhlhed [orne of the moft pro­
fligate panlpblets whIch have yet appeared in Gd'o 
many. 

The publIcation of the lift of members alarlped 

t he nation; perfons were aftonilhed to find them .. 
felves in every quarter in the midft -of <villains who 

were pl.otting agamft the peace and happinetS <If 
the country, and deftroyt.ng etery fentiJDfht of 

:..; relIgIon, 
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religion, morality, or l~alty. Many perfons pub­
liihed in the newfpapers and literary .tournals affi.r~ 
mations and proots of thL falfe infertion of thelf 
names. Some acknowledged that curiofity had 
made them enter the Atfociation, and even con­
tinue their correfpondence with the Centre, in. 
order to learn fomething of what the Fraternity 
11a.d in view, but declared that they had neyer 
taken any part lfl its procec(hngs. But, at the 

fame time, it is certain that many ReadlT]~ So-
, deties had been fet up, during thefe tranfactions, 

iaftery-quarter of Germany, and that the often­
lible managers were in general of very fufpicibUS 
charaCters, both as to morals ar.d loyaltr. The 
tJinion had actually ret up a prefs of their o\\n 
at Calbe, in the nClghbourhood of Halberftadt .. 
Every day there appeared {tronger proofs of a com-
lYination of the Journalifts.,Reviewers, and even 
of the' publilhers and bookfclIers, to fupprefs the 
writings which appeared in defence of the civil 

and ecclefiaftical conftitutions of the States of 
Germany. The extcnftve literary manufacture 
of Germany is carried on in fuch a manner that 
it is impoffible for any thing lefs than the Joint 
operation of the whole federated powers to pre­
vent this. ,The fpirit of freethinking and in­

novating in religious mattcTtl had been remark­

ably prevalent in the dominions of the King of 
Pruftia. having been much encouraged by the 

indifference 
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indifference of the late King. One of the .-ilea: 
things puhliilied on "this occafion was an ahorni~ 
nable farce, called the Reltgion Ed/fl. This WAS 

traced to Bahrdt's Ruhe, and the Dottor was 
a.rrefted, and all his papers feized and ranfacked. 

The civil Magdtrate was glad of an opportunity 
of expifcating the Gelman Union, which com­
mon fame had aHa traced hither. The COlTe,.. 

jpondence was accordIngly examined, and maDT 
difcmoeries were made, which there was no oca­

fion to commUnicate to the public, and the pr()oo 

fecution of tbe bufinefs of the Union was bytrus 
means ltoppeqo But tM per[ans in high office 
at Berlin agfeft in faymg that the Affoclation of 
writers and other turbulent perfons in Germa.. 
has been but very faintly hit by this blow, and is 
almoft as acl:ive a!> ever. 

THE German Union appears a mean a.nd p~. 
cipitate Aifoc1a.tlOn. The Centre, the Archives, 
and the Secretary are contemptl bie. All the 
Archives that were found were the plans and lifts 
of the members and a parcel of letters of corre .. 

• fpandence. The correfpondence and other bUfi-
nefs was managed by an old man in fome wry 
inferior office or judicatory, who lived at bed a.nd 
board in Bahrdt's houfe for about fix fuillings 
a.-week, havingacheft of papers and a writing~defk. 

in the comer of the common room of the ho\lk. 
• Bahrdt 
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Bahrdt gives a. long.' narration of his eoncem 
in tbC affair, but we can put little confidence i~ 
avhat he fays; yet as we have no better authority, 
I fhall give a very !hart abftr:ltt rM it as follows: 

,He bid, that he learnea Cofmo-political Free 

MatQnry in England, when he was there getting 

pupils for his academy-but neglected it on hi~ re­

tUfn to Germany. Some time after Lis fettlement 
be was roufed by a vifit from a fhangcr who 
patred for an Engti1l1man; but whom Le after­

"'ards found to be a Dutch officer-(he gives a 
de:fcription which bear5 confiderabk rc-fcmblance 

t-o the Pripce or Genert:.] Salms whf) gave fa much 
difturbance to the Statcs-Gcneral)-He was ftill 

.ore eilOCited by an anonymom letter glvmg him 
an ~count of a Society which was employcd in 
the inftruEtion of mankind, and a plan of theIr 

mode of operations, ntarlx_ the lame mth that of 

NQln.-He thenfet up a Lodge of Free Mafonry 
Oll'Cofmo-politi1:al principles, as a preparatlonfor 
engaging in this great plan-he was flopped bf 
.the National Lodge, bec.aufe he had no pa.tent 
from it.-This obliged him to work in iecret.­
fie met with 11 gentleman in a cdffeeho:t1fe, .who 
entreated him to go on, and promtfed him great 

:affi.ftance-this he got from time to time, as he 
fWod moft in need of it, a.nd he now found that 
he ~ working in concert w.ith many powerful 
tmw$h unkAoWA fricslds, each in, llis own circle. 

The 
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The plan of operation 0v.he XXII. was gradu­
ally unfolded to him, and -he got folemo pr~ 
mifes of being made1.cqu.linted with his colleagues 
-But he now fOlll1d, that a.~h:r he had [0 eHen­
ti:tl1y ferved th~ir noble cauCe, he was dl'OPPFd 
by them in the hour of danger, and thus was 

made the facnfice for the publIc good. ThG laft 
pl.cket whlCh he received was a rcqueft fr~m. a 

F'lelld to the Uilion to pnnt two pcrform:lJKes 

~nt him, wIth a prOlntCe of 100 dablers f~r hi~' 
trouble-Thde were the abominable farce calle4 
the Re/;gJOlJ Edta, and fome DIilcrt.1tions OD tha.t 
Royal Proclamation. 

He then gives an account of 1115 Cyfiem of Free 
Maronry, not very dIfferent from VV cl{haupt's~ 
fonic Chriill:l.l1lty-and concludes with the follow­
ing abftraCt of the advantages of the U nlon-Ad­
vancement of Science-A gencr:tl mterefi: an4 
concern for Arts and 'Learmng-Excitement of 
Talents-Check of Scnbbling-Goo<l Education. 
-Liberty-Equahty-Holj~ltality-De]i v~ of 
many from Mlsfortunes-U mon of the Learned 
-and at laft-perhaps-Amen. 

What the meaning of this enigmatical cdh­
dufion is we can only guefs-and our cOflJec­
tures cannot be very fav-ourable. 

The narrAtion, of.whH.h this is a very thad iOt­
dex, iubundantly entertaining1 but the opinion of 
the m.Oft int~cnt is, that it is in ~ weat meaCure 

iiaitious, 
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fitlitious, and that the contrivance of the Union i; 
mo1l1y his own. Althou'gh it could not be legally 
proved that he was the author of the farce, every 
penon in court was convinced that he was, and 
indeed it is perfectly in B:l.hrdt's ,ery lingular 
manner.-This invalidates the whole of his fiory 
-and he afterwards acknowledges the farce (at 
leaft by imphcatlOn) in fevcral writing~, and boafh 

of it. 
For thefe rea(ons I have omitted the ll'lrration 

in detail. Some informatlOn, howc\'er, which I 
have received flnce, feems to confirm his account, 
while it diminifhes its" importanc~. I now find 
that the book called Fuller Information is the per­
fbrrnance of a clergyman called Schlitz, of the 
loweft clafs, l!-nd by no means of an emmcnt clla­
raCter.-Another performance in the form of a 

dialogue between X, Y, a!1d Z, gi\'ing nearly the 
['tOle account, 1S by Pott, the deaf fllend of Bahrdt 
31ld of his Union, and author of the Commentary 
on the Edict. Schutz got his materials from one 
Roper~ an expelled ftudent of debauched morals, 
who fubfifted by copying and vending filthy rna­
n~(cripts. Bahrdt fays, that he found him naked 
and ftarving, and, out of pity, took him intd 

his houfe, and employed him a.:> an amanuenfis. 
Roper ftdle the papers at various times, taking 
them with him to Leipzig, whither he went on 

pretente of fick.nefs. At Ian Schutz and he went 
t() 
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to Berlin together, and gave the information on 
which Bahrdt was put in prifon. In £hart they 
all ~ppear to have been equally profligates and 
traitors to each other, and exhibit a dreadful, but 
I hope a ufeful piCture of the influence of this 
Illumination which fa wonderfully faC::inates 
Germany. 

This is all the direCl: information that I can 
pick up of the founder and the proceedings of 
the German Union. The project is coarfe, and 
palpably mean, aiming at the dahlers of entry. 
money and of annual cc~tnbution, and at the 
publication anti profitable faJe of Dr. Bahrdt's 
books. This circumftance gives it {hong features 
of its parentage.-Plllio fpeaks of Bahrdt in his 
Fmal Dec/uTflti()1l in terms of contempt and abhor. 
renee. There is nothing ingenious, nothing new, 
nothing enticing, in th\! plans; and the immediate 
purpofe of indulging the licentious tafte of the 
public comes fo frequently before the eye, that it 
bears all the marks of that groffncfs of mind, 
precipitanry, and impatIent overGght that arc to 
be found in all the voluminous v.ritings of Dr. 
Bahrdt.-Many in Germany, however, a!cnbe 
the Union to 'Veifhaupt, and fay that it is the Il­
luminati working in anot:~f!r form. There is ncr 
denying that the principles, and even the manner 
of proceeding, are the [arne in every effential cir­
cumftance. Ma.ny paragmphs. of the doclama-

y tions 
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tions circulated through Germany ",ith the plans, 
are tranfcribed verbatim from Wellhaupt's Ct;r­

h8fd Syjlem of lllummat1m. Much of the work 
On injlru8t01t, mtd the Mea1tS for p"omotmg :t, is 
very ne.uly a copy of the fame work, blended 
with flovenly extracts from fome of his own writ .. 
ings-There is the fame [enes of delutions from 
the begmning,as in Illuminarifm-Frec Mafonry 
and Chriftianity are compounded - flrft with 
marks of rerpett-then Chriftianity is twifted to 
a purpo[e foreign from it, but the [arne with that 
aimed at by WeiihauPF-then it is thrown away 
altogether, and Natural ReliglOn and Ad.eifm 
fubftituted for it-For no perf on WIll have a mo­
ment's hefitation in ('tying, that tillS is the creec of 
the author of the book!! On ]Jljlruc7ion and On the 
Libert)' of the PreJs. Nor can he doubt that til'.! 
political principles are eyually anarchic.!l with 
thore of the Illuminati.-The endeavour~ alfo to 
get poffeffion of public offices, of places of educa­
tion-of the public mind, by the Reading Socie­
ties, and by publications-are fo many tranfcripts 
frum the Illuminati. - Add to thIS, that Dr. 
Bahrdt was an liluminatus-arrd wrote t~lC Better 

thmt Horus, at the command of Wei flJ.au pt.-Nay, 
it is well known that Weifhaupt was twice or 
thrice :1.t Bahrdt's Ruhe during thofe tranfactions, 
and that he zealoufly promoted the formatIon of 
Rcaruv.g Societies in fevera! places.-But I nm 

1 rather 
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rather of the opinion that WeiIhaupt mnde tho[e 
viGts in order to keep Dr. Bahrdt within fome 
bounds of decency, and to hinder him from hurt­
ing the caufe by his precipitancy, when fpurred 
on by the want of money. \VeiIhaupt could 
not work in fuch an unikilful manner. But l1e 
would be very glad of fuch help as this coa.rfe 
tool could give him-and Bahrdt gave great 
help; for, when he was Imprironed and his papers 
felzed, his Archives, as he called them, {hewed 
that there were many Reading Societies ~hich 
his project b.ad drawn together. The Pruffian 
States ha.d above thirty, and the number of 
Readers was aftonifhingly great -and it was 
found, that the pernicious books bad really found 
their way into every hut.-Bahrdt, by defcellding 
a ftory lower than \V edhaupt, has greatly increafed 

• 
the number of his pupils. 

But, although I cannot confider the German 
Union as a formal revival of the Order untler an­
other name, I muil: hold tho[e United, and the 
members of thofe Reading SocIeties, as Illrtfn;nati 

, -;lnd Minerval!. I muil even confider the U mon 

<lS a part of Spartacus's work. The plans of \Vei­
fhaupt were partly car ned into effect in their dif­
ferent branches-they were pointed out, and the 
way to carry them on are dJilinctly defcriQed in 
the private correfpondence of the O-:der-It re­
quired little genius to attempt them in i~1itatlon. 

y ~ B.lhrJt 
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Bahrdt made the attempt, and in part fucceeded. 
\Veiihaupt's hope,> were well founded-The lca~ 

ven was not only ddlnbuted, but the management 

of the fermentation wa~ now underftood, and it 
went on apace. 

It is to be remarked, that nothing was found. 

among Bahrdt's papers to fupport the fiory he 
writes in hIS dlary-n0 fuch corrcfpondences­

but enough for detectIng many of thefe fOcleties. 

Many others however were found unconnected 

.with Bahrdt's Ruhe, not of better character, ei­
ther as to Morality or L,_,yalty, and fome of them 

confiderable and expcnfi\'e; and many proofs 
were found of a combmation to force the pub1ic 
to a certain way of thtnkJl1g, by the managrmcnt 

of the Reviews and J oumaIs. The exteniive deal­

ings of Nicholai of Berlm ~vc 111m great weight 

m the book~maklDg trade, which 1ll Germany 
finpaifes all our conceptIOns. The catalogues of 

ll('W writings in lheets, which are printed twice 

:1 year for each of the fairs of Leipzig and Frank~ 

fort, would aftoni01 a BntiOl reader by the num· 
<, 

ber. The bookfellers meet there, and at one 
glance fee the whole republic of liter3.ture, and, 

like Roman fenator~, deCide the fentiments of dlf­
tl\nt provinces. By thus frt:ing the whole toge~ 
ther, thtir (peculatIOns are national, and they 

n~:dly nave it in their power to give what tum 
they plc;fc to the literature and to the lentiments 

bf 
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of Germany. St111 however they muft be induced 

by motives. The motIve of a merchant is gain, 
and every ObJt',l a.ppears in his eye fomething by 
which mODe} may be made. Therefore m a luxu­

rious anJ voluptuous nation, licentious and free­
thinking books will abound.~ The writers fug­

geft, and the bookfdlers thmk how the thing 
will tickle. Yet it muLl: not be Inferred from 

the p:cvalcnce of fuch hooks, that fuch is the 
common fenfe of mankind, and that the writ­
ings are not the corruptels, but the corrupted, 

Of that they are what they ought to be, bctcaufe 

they pleafe the pubhc. • We need only puth the 
matter to all extremity, and its caufe appears 
plain. Filthy pnnts wIll always create a greater 

crowd before the /hop.window than the fineft per­

formances of'Voollett. LicentIOUs books will be 
read with a fluttering eagernds, as long as they 
are I)ot univerfally permitted; and pitiable will be 
the ftate of the nation when their number makes 

them familiar and no longer captivatmg. 
But although it muft be confeffed that great 

encouragement was given to the fceptical, infidel .. 

and lIcentious wntings in-Germany, we fee that 
it was ftill neccffary to practiCe feduCtion. The 
RdtgionljJ was made to expetl: fome,engaging u;· 
hibitlOn of his faith. 'I he Cittzen muft be t014 
that his ciVIl connections are refpeCted, and will 
be improved; and aI/are tald that good manIlFs 

y 3 gr 
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or nt [ uc IS to bl' ill pported. Man 1'; fuppofed to 
be, in vcry etrcnt i:l.l circumfl ances, wl11.t he wifilC5 

to be, and fcels he ought to be: and he is COI­

rupted by means of falfehood and trick. ThC' 
principles by which he IS wheedled l'lto wicked­

ners In the firft: infhnce, are therefore fuch a~ are 

rea1ly addreifed to the general fentiment~ of man­

kind: there therefore iliould be ccnfidercd a<; 

more exprcffive of the public mind than tbol~' 
which he afterwards adopts, after thi;. artifiCIal 

education. Therefore VIrtue, Patriotifm, Loy­
alty" Veneration for true and undefiled Religion, 

are really acknowledged by thofe corrupters to be 

the pre'~lailmg fentiments;. and they are good it 
this prevalence is to be the teft of worth. The 

mind that is othcrwlfe affeaed by them, anrl 

hypocritically ufes them 11l order to get hold of 
the uninitiated, that he m~v in time be made to 

chcrilb the contrary fentiments, cannot be a good 

m;nd, notwithftanding any pretenfions it ma.y 

make to the love of mankind. 
No man, not Weilbaupt himfelf, has made 

ftr~nger profeffions of benevolence, of regard for 

the happinefs of mankind, and of every thing 

that IS amiable, than Dr. Bahrdt. It may not be 

ufelcfs to enquire what effeCl: fuch principles have 

had on his own mind, and thofe of his chief co­
adjutors. Deceit of every kind is difhonourable; 
al1d the.deceit that is profeifcdly employed in the 

proceedings 
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proceedings of the Union is no exception. No 
pious fra~ whaterveT muft be ufed, and pure­
religion mun be prefented to the view without 
all difguife. 

" The more fair Virtue's feen, the more {he 

" charms. 
(t Safe, plain, and cary, are her artlers ways. 

" WIth face' Prt-a, her eyes look fhaIt before; 

" For uaundefs IS her march, her frep ft'cure. 

" Not fo pale Fraud-now here {he turns, now 
" there, 

" Still feekmg darker {hades, fccure In none, 

" Loo~s often bac~ and wheelI.ng round and 
" round, 

" Smks headlong in the danger {he would {hun." 

The mean motive of the Proteftant Sceptic ifi 
as inconfil1ent with our notIOns of honefty as 
with our notions of honour; and our fufpicions 
are Juftly raifed of the charaCter of Dr. 1:Sahrdt 
and hIS aifociates, even although we do not fup. 
pore that theIr aim is the total abolilliing of reli­
gion. With propriety therefore may we make 
fome enquiry about their hves and conduCt. ,for­
tunately this is eafy in the prefent inftance. A 
man that has turned every eye upon himfelf 
can hardly efcape obfel 'lation. But it is not fo 
eafy to get fair mformation. The pecuhar fitua­
lion of Dr. Bahrdr, and the ca.ufe between him 

y 4 and 
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and the public, ar<- of ail others the moil produc­
tive of mlftake, mifreprefentation, obloquy, and 
inJuftice. But even here we are fortunate 
Many remarkable parts of his life are eftablilhed 
by the moft refpeCtable teftllnony, or by judicial 
evidences; and, to take all fure, he has written 
his own life. I {hall infert nothing here that is 
not made out by the two laft modes of proof, reft­
ing nothmg on the £1r11:, however refpetl::able the 
evidence may be. But I muft obferve, that his 
life was alfo written by his dear friend Pott, the 
partner of Walther the booHeller. The ftory of 
tlus pubhcation is curio,us, and it is inftruCtille. 

Bahrdt wa5 in pri[on, and in great poverty, 
He intended to wnte his own life, to be pnnted 
by Walther, under a ficbtiOus name, and in 
thi5 work he intended to mdulge his fpleen and 
his ddlike of all thofe who had offended him, 
and in partIcular all pri~fts, and rulers, and 
judges, who had given hml [0 much trouble. He 
knew that the ftrange, and many of them fcan­
dalous anecdotes, wlth which he had fo hberally 
interlarded many of his former pubhcations, 
\Vo~ld fet curiofity on tiptoe, and would procure 
a rapid fale as Coon as the public {hould guefs 
that it was his own performanCe, by the fingular 
but fignificant name which the pretended author 
would aifume. He had almoft agreed with \Val­
therfor Il. thoufand dallIers, (about £. zoo), when 

he 
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he was impri[oned for being the author of the 
farce fo often named, and of the commentary on 
the Religion Edi8, written by Pott, and for the 
proce.:dings of tl1e German. Union. He was rc­

fufed the ufe of pen and ink. He then applied 
to Pott, and found means to correfpolld with hIm, 
and to give him part of IllS hfe already written, 
and materials for the reft, confifting of ftories, 
and anecdotes, and c0rrcfj)ondence. Pott fent 
him feverallheets, wIth wInch he was fo pleafed, 
that they concluded a bargain. Bahrdt fays, 
that Pott "was to have 400 copies, and that the 
reft was to go to the mall}tenance of Bahrdt and 
1115 famIly, cO'hfifting of his Wife, daughter, a. 
Chrlftma and her chIldren who lived wIth them, 
&c. Pott gives a dlffcrent account, and the truth 
was different from both, but of littlc confcqueoce 
to us. Bahrdt's papers had been tell;(;d, and 
fearched for evidence ,,[ his tr . .m1J.Ction~. but the 
ftricteft attention was pud Lo the preci/!; POInts 

of the charge, and no paper was abftraCl:ed 
wruch did not relale to thefe. All others were 
kept III a fealcd room. Pott procured the re­
moval of the feals, and got poifeffion of thatn. 
Bahrdt fays that Ius wife and daughter came to 
him in prifon, almoft ftarving, and told him 
that now that the room ,vas opened, Pott had 
made an offer to write for their fupport, if he 
had the ui'e of thefe papers-that this WI\5 the 

co~clufion 
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('onclu{ion of the bargain, and that Pott took 

away all the papel.'i. N. B. Pott wa~ the a:lfociate 
of Walt~1er, who ha.d great confidence in hlln 
(Anecdotcllbuch fur ml't1len lieben Amtjbl"itder, p. 
400.) and had conducted the bufinefs of Stark's 
book, as has been alrea.dy mentioned. No man 

was better known to Babrdt, for they had long 
aCted togelher as chief hands in the Union. He 
\\'oulll therefore write the life of Its founder con: 

;llNo/"e, and it mlght be expected to be a rare 

and ticklmg performance. And mdeed it was. 
Thc firfl part of It only was publifhcd at thlS 

time; and the n:lrr::tti~m rC.lches flOm the birth 
ot the he10 ull l11s leaving Leipzlg in 1768. 
'1 hI.: attcntlvn IS kept fully awake, b.lt the emo­
tIOns which fucceffivcly occupy the ~1l1nd of the 

n.:.:.der, are not111ng but thong degrees of aver­

fiOll, difglllt, and horl'or. The figure ftt up 
to VICW b a moniler, a rl'lG.n of ta.lents indeed, 
and capable of great things; but loft to truth, 
tv virtue, and eyen to the affectation of com­

mon decency-In /hort, a ihamclefs profligate. 
--Poor Bahrdt was aftonIlhcd, ...... ftared-but, 
hiWing 1m. wit~ about him, faw that this lIfe 

woulJ fell, and would alfo fell anlJther, Wlth­
out lot; of time, he fa.l.d that he would hold 
Putt to his bargain-but he reckoned wIthout his 
hoG:. "~v, no," [;lid Pott, ., you are not the 

" man 1 took you for-your correfpondcnce was 
" put 
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~,\ put into my hands-I faw that you had de­

" ceived me, and it was my duty, as a man 
u who loves truth abo7.lt, all things, to hinder you 

" from deceivmg the world. 1 have not writ­
" ten the book you defired me. I did not work 

"for you, but for myfelf-thereforc you get 
" not a grofchen." "-Why, Sif," fald Bahrdt, 

" we both know that this won't do. You and 
" 1 have already tried it You received Stark's 

"manu(cript, to be printed hy'Valthcr-Wa.I­
" ther and you fent it hither to MlChaeli~, that I 
4< might fee It dunng the printing. I wrott" an 

" illuftration and a key, v~hich made the fdlow 
"very ridleD lous, and they were pnnt('d toge­

" ther, with one title page.-You know that we 
" were caft in court.-\V alther was obliged to 
" print the work as Stark firft ordered, and we 
" loft all our laboUl. - So fball you now, f(n" I 

" will commence an action this lI1itanl, :md let 

" me fee with what face you will deftnd your­
" felf, wIthin a few weeks of your Ian: nppear­
"ance in court." Pott faid, " You may try 
"this. My work is already fold, and diJl)erfeci 

" over all Germany-and I have no obJechon"to 

"begin yours to-morrow-believe me, it w'ill 
" fell." Bahrdt ponder,.d-and rcfolved to write 
one himfe'lf. 

This is another fpecimen of the Union. 
DR. 



332 THE GEIU!AN UNION. CHAP. 111. 

Dil. CARL FUEDIRICH BAHRDT was botn 
in 1741. Hi~ father was then a pariCh mimfter, 
and afterwards J>rofeffor of Theology at Leipzig, 
where he dicd in 1775. The youth, when at 
College, cnliftcd in the Pruffian fervlCe as a 
huffar, but was bought offby Ius father. He was 
M. A. in fj6 I. He became catechdt in IllS fa­
ther's church, was a popular preacher, and pub­

JiChed fermons in 17 6 S, and fome controverfial 
writings, whIch dId Jum honour-But he then 
began to indulge Ifl conviviality, and in anony­
mous pafquinades, unc')mmonly bItter and offen­

five. No pelfon ~a~ fafe-Profeffors-Magif­
trates-Clergymen-had his chief notice-alfo 
ftudents - and even comrades and friends. 
(Bahrdt fays. that thefe things might cut to the 

,quick, but they were all Juft.) Unluckily his tem­
perament wa'> what the atomical philofophen, 
(who can explam every tbmg by rethers and vi­
bratIons) call fanguine. He therefore (his own 
word) wa<; a paffionatc admirer o( the ladles. 
Commg home from fupper he frequently met a 
young Mlfs m the way to hiS lodgmgs, neatly 
drdft.:d III a roic-coloured filk Jacket and train, 
and a fable bonnet, coilly, and like alady. One 
evening, (~tcr tome Qld Rhenifil, \\5 he fays,) h~ 
{nv the lady home. Some time after, the nuftrefs 
of the hOUle, Madam Godfch~1ky, came into 
1m room, and ~lld that the poor malden was 

pregnanL 
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pregnant. He could not help that-but it was 
very unfortunate, :lnd would min him if known. 
-He therefore gave the old lady:\ bond for 200 

dahiers, to be paid by infialments of twenty-five. 
-" The girl was fenfible, and good, and as hI: 
"had already paid for it, and her converfatlOn 
.. was agreeable, he did not di{continue his ac­
"quaintance." A comrade one day told him, 
that one Bel, a magdhatc, whom he had lam­
pooned, knew the affAir, and would bring it 
l:1to court, unlefs he immediately retired the 
bond. This bond was the" only e,·idcnce, but it 
was enough. Neither Bahrdt nor his fnene!. 
could raife the money. But they fell on another 
contrivance. They got Madam Godfchutky to 
med them at another haufe, In order to recei\'c 
the money. Bahrdt W.lS ill a dofet, and hi'> 
comrade wore a [word ... The woman cuulc! not 
be prevailed on to produce the bond till Bahrdr 
fhould arrive, and the money be put into her 
hands, with a prelent to herfelf. The com· 
rade tried to flutter her, and, drawmg his fword, 
fhewed her how men fenced-made pa1Tes at t11t 
wall-and Jthen at her- but file was too firm­
he then threw away his (word, and began to tty 
to force tl!e paper from her. She defended her­
felf a good while, but at length he got the paper 
out of her vocht, tore it In pIeces, opened 

the 
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the clafet door, and faid, " There you b-, 
~, there is the honourable fellow whom you and 

~'your wh- have bullied-but it is with mc 

" you have to do now, and you know that I can 

U brmg you to the gallows." There was a great 

fqu,\bblc to be fure, fays B. but it ended, and I 

thought all was now over.-But Mr. Bel had got 
word of it, and brought it into court the very 
day that Bahrdt was to have made fame very 
reverend appearance at church-In {hart, after 

many attempts of his poor father to fave him, he 
was oblIged to fend ;n his gown and band, and 

to quit the place. It was fome comfort, how­

e\'cr, that lVIJ.dam Godfchufky and the yot:ng 
MIls did not fare much better. They were both 
imprifoned. Madam G. die:d fome time afterof 

{orne {hocking dlleafe. The court-records give a 

very different account of the whole, and particu­
larlyof the fcume; but Bahrdt's fiory is enough. 

- Bahrdt fays, that 1m father was fevere-but ac­

knowledges that 1m own temperament was hafty, 

(why does not hiS fathe! 's temperament exrufe 

fornething? VtL'raltllilwlre will explaIn ever~ thing 
or nothmg.) "'J'Iurejo) e (aga111) I.fometilnes 

U forgot myfelf.-One day I kud a lo:1ded piftol 

" on the table, :lnd told hlm that he O)ould meet 
"with th.lt jf he went on fe. But I was oniy 

" feventeen." 
Dr. 
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Dr. Bahrdt was, of courfe, obliged to leave 

the place. His friends, and Semler in particu­

lar, an eminent theological writer, who had 
formed a very favourable opinion of his uncom­

mon talents, were affiduous in their endeavoul1I 

to get an eftablifhment for h1111. But his high 

opinion of lmnfelf, his temper, Impetuous, pre­
cipitant, and overbearing, and a bitter fatlric:!.l 

habit which he had freely indulged in his outfet 

of life, made their endeavours very ineffetl:ual. 

At laft he got a profefior£hip at Erlangen. 

then at Erfurth, and in I 77 I, at GH:ffen. But 
in all thefe places he was no Cooner fettled thall 

he got into dl[putcs with his colleagues and with 

the eftabliilicd church, being a ftrenuous pal 11-

zan of the innovations which were attempted t() 

be maue in the doCl:rines of ChrifiiJ.lllty. In IllS 

anonymous publications, he did not truft to ra­

tional dlfcuffion alone, but had recouric (0 ridi­

cule and perronal anecdotes, and indulged in 
the molt cutting [arca[ms and gro[s [currility. 

-Being fond of convIVial company, his Income 

was infu!Ucient for the craving demand, and 

as [0011 as he found that anecdote and flan­

der always procured readen, he never ceafed 

writing. He had wOlK'lerful readincfs and acti­

vity, and fix\.f(~d neither friends nor foc'; in his 

anonymous pc .. formance o • But thi~ could not 

!aft, and his IH"Owe!J theological WTItlDg"i were 

fixh 
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fuch as could not be fuffered m a ProfefI"or of 
Divinity. 'the ,very ftudents at Gieffen were 
fhocked with fame of hIS hberties. After 
much wrangling in the church JudIcatories he 
was juft going to be difmtifed, when h, got an 
invitation to Marfchlins in Switzerland to fuper­
intend an academy. He went thither about the 
year 1776, and formed the feminary after the 
model of Bafedow's Phtlanthropine, or acad<'lll)" 
at Deffau, of which I have already given fome 
account. It had acquired fame celebrity, a'1d 
the plan was pecuh.uly fuitcd to Bahrdt's tafte, 
bccaufe it left hun at lIberty to introduce any 
fyftem of religious or irreligious opinions that he 
pleafed. He refolved to avail himfelf of this 
lIberty, and though a clergyman and Doctor u[ 

Theology, he would outftrip even Bafedow, who 
had no eccleiiaflical order" to reftram 111m. But 
hc wanted the moderation, the prudence, and 
the principle of Bafedow. He had, by this time, 
formed his opimon of mankind, by mcditating 
on the feclmgs of his own mind. HIS theory of 
human nature was fimple-" The leading pro­
"penfities, [.'ys he, of the human mind are 
" three-Inftll1crive libcrty (Freyhettjrtebe)-in­
" ftincrivc acri VI ty ('1'1 iebe fur '.thattgkett) -and 
" mftinEtive love (Lubes trieb-:)." I do not wifh 
to ffilfunderftand- him, but I can I give no other 
tran,flat:on.-" If a man is obftruCtcd in the ex-

.. erClfe 
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" ercife of any of thefe propcnlities, he fuffers 
.. an injury.-The bufinefs of a good education 

" therefore 15 to tC1.ch us how they are to be en-

" joyed in the higheft degree." . 
\Ve need not befurprifed although the Doctor 

fhould find it dIfficult to manage the Cyclopedia 

in his Philanthropine in fuch a manner as to give 

fatisfaaion to the neighbourhood, which was 
h,lbituated to very different fentimcnts. - Accord­

mgly he found his fitu.\tlOn as uncomfortable as 
at Gidfen. He fays, in one at his latefl: per­
formances, .c that the Gnlons were a fhong 

" inftancc of the immenk importance of educa­
., tion. They knew nothing but their handi. 

" crafts, and their minds were as coarfe as their 
"perfons." He quarrelled with them all, and 

W:l<; obliged to abfcond after lying fi)!l1C time in 
arreft. 

He came to Durkheim or TurkIH::il!1, where 
his father was or had been minifter. His literary 

talents were well known.-Aftcr (orne little time 

he got an aifociation formed for erecbng and 

fupporting a Philanthropine or houee of education. 
A large fund was collected, and he was en.lbled 
to travel into Holland and England, to engage pu­
pils, and was furnilhed with proper recomme,nd­
ations.--On his return t~1e plan was carried into 

execution. The caftle or refidence of Count Lein­

ing Hartzburgh at Heide{heim, having gardens, , 
z park, 
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park:, and every handfome accommod:ltion, had 
been fitted up for it, and it was conlecrated by a 

folerfm religIOus fefbval in 1778. 

But IllS old misfortunes purfued him. He hald 

indeed no colleagues to quarrel with, but IIi" 
avowed pubIlC,ttlOns became. every day more ob~ 

ll.OXIOUS-and when any of hi~ anonymous pieces 

had a great run,he could not fhfle his vanity and 

conc~l the author's namc.-Of the Ie pieces, 

fome were even /hoc.king 'to decrncy.-lt was in­

chfferent to him whether It W,lS friend or foe that 
he abufcd; and fame of them were fo horribly 

.injurious to the cll.lractcr,> of the moft refrcCtable 
meIl m the £tate, that he was continpally under 
the correCtion of the courts of Jufiice. There 

W.lS ]JanJ13 a man of ktters that had e, er been in 

Ius company who dIU not fuffer by it. For his 

conibnt practice W,\S to father every new fttp 

that he took towards A theirm on fome other per­

fan; and, whenever the reader fees, in the be­
ginni.lg of a book, any pel [on celebrated by the 

author for found [cnfe, profound judgment~ ac­

curate reafon, or praifed for aCts of fnendfhip 

.anCl kmdnefs to huufelf, he may be affured that, 
before the clore of the book, this man. wIll con­

vince Dr. Bahrdt in fome private convenatloll, 

thJ.t fame doCtrine, cheriihed and venerated by 

all Cbriftians, is a piece of knavJJ.h fupcrfiition. 

So lore \'.as Dr:Bahrdt to all [eo[e of 111ame. He 
['Ud 
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[aId that he held his own opinions independent of 

all mankind, and was indiffereht about their praife 
Of thelf reproach. 

Bahrdt's licentious, very lIcentious life, W4S 

the caufe of moil: of thefe enormities. No in­
come could fuffice, and he wrote for bread. 

The artful manner in which the literary ma­
nufacture of Gerglany wa~ conduCted, maue it 
1l11poffible to hinder the rapId chipcrfion of his 
wntmgs o,'er all Germany; Mid the indelicate 

and coarfe maw of the public was as ra,-enous 

as the fenfuality of Dr. Bahrdt, who really bat-- . -
tened in the BplCurean Uy. The confequence of 

aU this was that he was oblIged to fiy from Hci­
defi1eim, leaving his fmetics in the Phtlattth,opme 
to pay about 14,000 dahlcrs, beftdes debts with­
out nUlllbcr to IllS friends. He was imprifoncd 

:1.t DIcnheim, but was-rclealeJ I know not how, 
a.nd fettled at Halle. There he funk to be 1. 

keeper of a tavern and bIlliard-table, and his 
hou(e became the rdort anu the bane of the 

ftudents in the Unlvcrfity -He Was oblIged 

therefore to leave the city. He had fomehtlw 
got funds whlCh enabled him to buy a little vine­

yard, prettIly fit' . .1atcd in. the neIghbourhood· 
This he htted up with c!ery accommodation that 
d:11 ... 1d im'ite the fl:udents, anti call,d 1t Ea~rdl's 

Ruhe. "\Ve have already [een the occupations of 

Dr. B. in this Etten Ret:ro-Can we call it otium 
Z 2 
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cum dlgnita/e ~ Alas, no! He had not lived twp 
yc:ars here, buftling and toiling for the German 
Union, fometlmes wIthout a bit of breau-when 

he was fent to pn[on at Halle, and then to Mag­
deburg, where he was more than ~ year in Jail. 
He was fet at lIberty, ari! returned to Bahrdt's 

Rzthe, not, alas, to live at e:tfc, but to lie down 

on a fickbed, where, after more than a year's 

fuffenng increafil1g pam, he dIed on the 2.3d of 
April 1793, the moft wretched and lo~thfome 

vlcbm of unbrJdJd fenfualav. 

The acc aunt of IllS ct.afe IS written by a friend, II. 

Dr. J ung, who profdles to defend l,is memory and 

hiS pnnciples. The medical dcfcription melted my 
heart, and I am certam would make hio blltCf.;:(t 

enemy weep. .Tung repeatedly fays that the I.d.lt: 

waf) not venereal, calls it the vineyard difeafc­

the quickfilver dlieafe, (lie was dying of an un. 
conquerable tahvation,)-::md yet, through the 

w1101e of hIS narration, relates fymptoms and 

fufferrngr;, whICh, as a medical man, he could 

not pofIibly mean to be taken in any other 

feilfe than as cffeCl::s of pox. He meant to pleafe 

the enCl111eS of poor Bahrdt, knowing that fuch 
a man could have no friends, and bei~g hlmftM 
ignorant of what friendfhip or goodnds is. The 
fate of this poor creature affected me more thaI} 
any thing I haye read of a great while. All hi~ 

opencHemies put togethcI haye not faid [Ql11\lch ill 
of 
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ofhim as his trufied friend Pott, and wother con­

fident, who[~ name I cannot recolleCt, who pub. 

liihed in his lIfetIme all anonymous book. called 

Bahrdt with the trOll b,o'w-and thi:; fellow Jung. 

under the abfurd mafk. of friendfhip, exhibited the 

bathfome carc;:ai.e for a florin, like a m,tlefaccor's 

at Surgeons Hall. Such were the frUIts of the 

German Union, uf that IlluminatIOn that was to 

refine the heart of man, and bring to maturity 

the [eeJs of natIVe virtue, wlllch are choaked In 

the hearts of other men by fupcrfiltion and def­

potifin. We fee nothing.but mutual treachery 

and bafe defertiGn. 

I do not COllcern myfdf WIth the gra.dua\ per­

yertioil of Dr. B,\l1fdt's moral and religious OpI­

nions. But he afiected to be the enlightener and 

reformer of mankind; and affirmed, tint all the 

lTIllClllefs 111 life ong,il13.red trom defl)otifm {up­
ported by furerfl:!tlOn. "In va.in," fays he, "du 

" we complaIn of the me1ncacy of religIOn. All 

.. pofitive rehgIOll is f!.>unded on IDJufhce. No 

.. Pnnce ha~ a nght to prcfcnbe or fanCtion any 

(' fuch fyi1:em. Nor would he do it, were nlJl: 

H the pw:£h tlle firmeft plllars of his tyran.t!y.' 
" and [uperihtlOn the ftrollgefl fetters for his 
" fubJecLs. He dares not !how RellgJOn as {he is~ 
~, pure and unddiled-She would charm the oyes 

" .and the heart~ of mankind, would immedi~ 

f' at ely produce true morality, would ·o1','n 

L ' .1 " th~ 
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" the eyes of freeborn man, wOUld teach him 
" what are his rights, :lnd who are his oppref­
" [or~, and Princes would vanifh from the face 
" of the earth." 

Therefore, without troubling ourfelves with 
the truth or falfehood of his rehglOn of Nature, 
and afTuming it as an indifputable point, that Dr. 
Bahrdt has feen it in this natural and fo effectIve 
punty, it is furely a. very pertinent quefhon, 
" Whether has the fight produced on his mInd 
" an effett [0 far fupenvf to the ackno\i,ledged 
" faintnefs of the 1l11FdIion of Chrifhamty on 
" the bulk of manklIrd, that It will be pndent 
" to adopt the phn of the German Union, and 
., ar once put an end to the dlvlfions which fo un-
cc tlxtunately alIenate the mmds of profet1mg 
" Chnfhans from each other?" The account 
here gIven of Dr. Bahrdt's life feems to decld\~ , 

the qudhon. 
But it wi1l be [aid that I have only related fa 

many initances of the quarrels of Priefts and 
their f1avl1h adherents With Dr. Bahrdt. Let us 
V'iew him in 1m ordinary conduct, not as the 
Cl1ampion and Martyr of Illumination. but as an 
ordinary citizen, a hufband, a father, a friend, a 
teacher of youth, a clergyman. 

When Dr. Bahrdt was a parifh-minifter, and 
prefident of fome inferior ecclefiaftical ddhict. 
he waS empowered to take off the ccnfures of 

the 
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the church flom.a young woman. who had born, 

a baftard child. By violence he again reduced 
her to the Came conultlOn, and efcaped cenCure, 
by the poor glrl'S dying of a [ever before her 
pregnancy was far advanced, or even legally do­

cumented. Alfo, on the mght of the Colemn 

farce of conCecrating 1115 Ph!lanthropine, he de­
bauched the ,naid-Cervant, who bore tWln~, and 
g:lVe ill111 up for the father. The thlllg, I prefume, 

was not Judlcially proved, ot h('"l."\\ de he would 

have Curdy been dlfg,r-:ced; but It was after­

wards made eVIdent, by the lctt(;lS winch were 

found by PoU, when i.' unacrtook to WIltc hia 
lIfe. A ferk:J of thefe letters had paired betv.cen 

him and one Gr:tf a fi.eward, "Who was employed 

by llim to' g~ve the woman the fiTk1.1l pittance by 
~\'hlch DIe and the mf,U1ts werema1l1taincd.Re-

.-
monH:rances were maclt when th,. money was flot 
advanced; and there are particularly letten ,1bollt 

{he end of 1779, whIch fhow that Bahrdt had 

ccafed giVing any thing. On the of Febru­
:.1fy q80, the mfants (three years old) were taken 

a'Aay m the flIght, and were found expofed,Jhe 

one at Ubtein, :1.nd the other at \Vonns, many 

miles dlitallt from each other, and almoft frozen .. 
to death. The filft was Jl[covered by its moans, by 
a 010emaker in a field by the rQacl-fidc,about fix in 

the mormng; tne other was found by two.girls be. 
twc.'C'l tIle hedges 111 a lane, fet between t\Vo great 

z 4 fionc~, 
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frones, paft all cry-mg. The poor mother tra­

velled up and down the country in queft of her in­

fants, and hearing thefe accounts, found them 

both, and took one of them home; but not be­

ing able to main tam both, when Bahrdt's com­

mlffioner refuft.d contnbutmg any more, it re­

mained with the good woman who haa taken )t 
in *. 

Bahrdt was matried In 1772 wbile at Vldfen ; 
but after waftmg the greatefl: part of his wIfe's 

little fortune left her by a former hufband, he 

was provoked, by lofing 1000 florins (about 

110 I.) in the hands of her brotlulr who would 

not pay It up. After this he ufed her very Ill. 
and fpeaks vcry contemptuoufly of her inlw; Q.\Hl 

accoun t of IllS hfe, calling hcr 3. dowdy, Jealous, 

and every thing contemptIble. In two mf.unous 

novels, he exhlhits chara8lers, In whic.h {he is re­

preCented in a moft cruel manner; yet this wo­

man (perhaps during the honey-moon) was en­

ticed by him one day into the bath, in the pond 

ofthegardcn of the Plulanthropmeat HeideOlelm. 

an~ there. m the fight of all the pupils, uld he 

{alfo undre1fed) toy with hIS naked wife in the 

water. When at Halle, he ufed the poor 'Woman 

extremely ill, keeping a mlfhefs in the haufe, 

* Thb is worre than Rou1Teal;'s conduCl, who Dilly rent 

hi> chIldren to the Foundhng hofpital, toot he might never 
know the~n agam. (Se~ Ius COnfe1f:OIlS ) 
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and giving her the whole command of the fa­

mily, while the wife and daughter were confined 

to a feparatc part of It. 'V-hen in priCon at Magde­

burgh, the ftrumpet ltv(;;d with him, and bote 

him two clnldren. He brought diem all to his 

houfe when he was fet at hberty. Such barba­

rous ufage made the poor woman at Jaft lea\'e 

him and live with her brother. The dall!}hter 

died a~out a ye.J.r before him, of an overdofe of' 

laudanum given by her f:lther, to procure fleep 

when ill of a fever. He ended his own wretched 

life in the ('une manner, unable, poor man, to 

bear hIS ddhefs, WIthout -the fmalltrll: compunc­

tion or farrow for his condua; and the lail 

thing he dJd was to fend for a booHeller, (Vi­

pmk of Halle. who had publIfhed fOIne of his 

yde pieces,) and recommend his ftrumpet and llcr 

chIldren to IllS pruteceion, without one thought 

of his injured Wife. 
I (hall end my account of this profligate mon­

frer with a fpecimen of his way of uung his 
fflends. 

" 9[ all the a.cquifitions whieh I made in ~g-) 

"land, Mr. -- (the name appears at full 
., lengthj was the moil important. This perfon 
" was accomplifhed in the highefr degree. With 

.. found judgment, gre .. t gemus, and correct ta.lte, 
\' he was perfeCl:ly a man of the world. He was 

H my fneno, llnd the only perfon who wa;mly i{l-
" terefted 
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e, terefred himfelf for my infiitution. To his wardi 

-I and repeated recommendations lowe all the 

" pupils I got in England, and many moft re­
C( fpectable connections; for he was univeri.llly 

" efteemed as a man of learning and of the moil: 
~, unblemifued worth. He was my friend, my 
~, conductor, and I may fay my pn:fcrvcr, for 

" when I had not bread for two days, he took 

" me to hIs haufe, amI fUpp!lCd all my W..l.nts • 

.. This gentleman was a clergyman, and had a. 

U &nall but genteel and [eleCted congregation, a 

" tlock which required ftrong food. My friend . . 
u preached to them pure natural. reltgLOn, and 

U was beloved by them. His fermons were ex~ 
.. , cellent, and delIvered with native energy 3.nd 

" grace, becaufe they came from the heart. I 

" had Olke the honour of preaching for him • 
.. But what a difterence-I found myfelf afraid­

.. I feared to 4lcak too boldly, becaufe I did not 

.. know where I was, and thought myfeIf 4leak. 

" ing to my crouching countrymen. But the 
". hbe:-ty of England opens every heart, and 
Cl l1'\}lkes It acceffible to morabty. I can gi,<e a. 
'J very remarkable inftance. 

f' The women of the town in London do not, 
,- to be fine, meet with my unqualIfied appro­

" hal ion in all refpetts. But it is llTIpoffible not to 
~. be ftruck with the propriety and decency of the-ir 
., mannClts, [0 unlike the clownifh impudence of 

" our 
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"OUt' German wh-. I could not diftlnguifll 

" them from modeft women, otherwife th:m by 
" their greater attention and eagernefs to fhew 
c, me civlhty. My friend ufed to laugh at my 

" miftakes, and I could not believe him when he 

" told me that the lady who had kindly thewed 

" the way to me, a foreigner, was a votary of 

"Venus. He maintained that Englifll liberty 

" naturally produced moralIty and kmdncis. I 
" fl:ill doubted, and he [<-lid that he would con­

" vince me by my own experience. There girls 
U are to be feen III U ou~s every evening in every 

" quarter of (he town. Although fome of them 
" may Hot have even a i1llft, they come out in the 

" evening dreifed hke princeifes, in hired clothes. 

" which are Lntrufted to them without any fear 
r' of their making off with them. Theil' fine 

" fhape, their beautlful ik.in, and dark brown. 

" hair, their bofoms, fo prettily teL off by their 
~'bla(.k filk drefs, ami above all, the gentle 
" fweetne[s of theIr manners. makes an impref. 
" fion in the hlgheft degree favourable to them. 

" They civilly offer their arm, and fay, '; My 
" dear, will you give me a glafs of wine." If you 
u give them no encouragement, they pafs on, and 
"give no farther trouble. I went with my 
U frlend to Covent Garden, and after admiring 

" the innu[llerable beauties we faw in the piazzas, 

4' VIe gave our ann to three very agreelilble girls, 

" :lnd 
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~, and immediately turned into a temple of the 

4' Cytherean GoddeiS, which is to he found It 

" every fecond door of the city, and were ilivwll 

" intoa parlour elegantly carpeted and furnifued. 

" and lighted with wax, with every other accom~ 

" modation at hand. My friend called for <I. 

,. pint of wine, and this was aU the expence, fol' 

" which we recciv~d fa much civihty. The con­

" vcrfation and other hehavicur of rhe. ladles 

.. was agreeable in the higheft degree, and 1tot 

., 4 uord paired that would have diftinguifhed 

rc them from nuns, or that w<\.s not in the htghell: 

" degree mannerly and 'elegant. \Ve parted in 
~, the ftrect-and fuch i~ the liberty of Engl.1ljd, 

" that my fnend ran not the fmallcG: riik of iuf­

U fering either in his honour or ulcfulnef5.----. 

" Such is the effdt of freedom." 

We may be fure, the p06r man was aftouiihecl 

when he faw 1115 name before the pqbI!c as one of 
the enlighteners of Chriftian Europe. He I:, ren.lly 

~ man of worth, and of the maG: irreproachable 

chara.C\:er, and knew that wh".tevcr might be the 

protetl::ion of Britilh liberty, fuch COQc1uCt ..... ould 
( 

ruin him with his own hearers, and 111 the mmds 

of all l1i$ refpcCtable countrymen. He therefor~ 

fl!nt ~ vindication of his ch:l.raCl:er from thi~ ilan­

(.lcrous abQfe to the publiihers of the principal 

newfpapers and .literary Journals 111 Germany. 

Th~ vlndlcation is cO.qlpletc, and B. is convicted 

IJf 
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of having related what he cvulrl not pqf!ibTv hdl't 

feen. It 15 worthy of remark, that the vindicJ.­

hon did not appear in the Bel fill .fl.,lollatjtlll iff, nor 

in any of the Journals which make favourable 
mention of the performances of the Enlighteners. 

" Think not, indignant reader," f.lYS Arbuth­
not, H that 11115 man's hfe J!> ufdds to mortals." 

It fllOWS in II. fi.rong light the falGty of all his de­

clamatl?nS in favour of his 10 much pral1ed n<1tu' 
cal religion and univcrfal kinclnc[~ and humanll r, 
No man of the party wntes wIth more perfua1i're 

energy, and, though his petubnce and IJrcclpltant 

felf-conceit lc~d him frequently aflray, no man 

has occafionally put all the arguments of there 

pllliofophen. lD a clearer light; yet we fee that all 

is falfe and hollow. He 15 a VIle hypocrite, and 

the rC3.1 aIm of aU hIS writings is to make monry, 

by foftenng the fenfua}.propenfities of human na­

ture, although he fees and feels that the comple­

tion of the plan of the German Union would bc 
an event more deftrucbve and lamentable than 
any that can be pointed out in the annals of fu­
perihtJOn. I will not fay that all partlfans of II-• 
luminat ion are hogs of the fty of Epicurus like thi, 
wretch .• But the reader muft acknowledge that, 
in the inilltution of Wei111aupt, there is the fame 

train of fenCual ll1dulgLnce laid along the whole. 

~nd thJ.t pur:ty of heart and ltfe IS no part of the 

morality that is held forth as the perfection of 
• 

bum:Ul 
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Imman nature. The final abolition ofChriftianity 
is undoubtediy one of its objed:s-whether as an 

end of thelr efforts, or as a mean for the attain­

ment of fame end ftill more important. Purity of 
11c~rt is perbaps the moft diftinthve feature of 
Chrifban morality. Of this Dr. B:lhrdt feems to 
have, had no conception; and his mftitution, as 
well as his writings, thow him to have been a very 
coarfe fenfualift. But his taite, though coarfe; 
:tccordcd with what Weiibaupt confidered as a 
ruling propcnfity, by which he had the beft 

chance of fccllnng the fil1e1ity of his fllbJccts.­
Craving dcfires, beyon::f the bounds. of our means, 
Were the mtural confequenccs of indulgence­
and Goce the purity of Chriftian morality Hood 
in his way, his firft care was to clear the road by 
rooting it out altogether-\Vhat can follow. but 
general diifolutenefs of rn~mners ? 

Nothing can 1l10re diftinCtly prove the crookee! 
politics of the Reformers' than this. It may be 
c')nfidered as the mainfprmg of their whole rna· 

chine. Their pupils were to be led by means of 
the,r fcnfua! appetites, and the aim of their conduc­
tors was not to inform them, but merely to lead 
them; not to reform, but to rule the worl<'l.-They 
wOllld reign, though in hell, rather than ferve in 
heaven.-Dr. Bahrdt was a true Apoftle of lllumi· 
natifm; and though his torch was made of the 
groffeft ,materials, and "[crved only to difcover 

8 "fi~~ 
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" fIghts of Woe," the homd glare <.lartcd into 

every corner, roufing hundreds of filthy vermin" 
and directing their flight to the rotten CIUrIOlt 

where they could bell dcpofit their poiton and 
their eggs; in the breafh, to wit, of the fenfual 

and profligate, there to feller and burft fm th in :1 

new and filthy progeny; and it is aftoniOling 
what numbers were thus rouled into acbon. The 
{cheme of ReadIng So.:ietie~ had taken prodigi­
ou{ly, ~u;d became a very profitable part of the: 
lil.cr,uy trade of Germany. The hookfcllcrs and 

wnters fooll perCel\CU its importance, and.aCted 
in concert. 

I might fill a volume with extracts from the 
criticitins which were publdhed on the Reli­
gion EdzFi [0 often mentioned already. TIle 
Leipzig catalogue for one year containcd 173. 
Although It cOllccrned .the Prufiian States alone. 
thefe appeared in every corner of Germany; 

nay, alfo ill Holland, 1D Flanders, in HungalY, 
in Switzerland, in Courland, and in LIVonia. 
This fhows it to have becn the operation of Ian 

Aff'ociateri Band, as was intimated to the King - . 
with fo much petulance by Mirabeau. There 

was (paft.all doubt) furh a comblOation among 
the mnumerable fcribbl('rs who fupphed the fairs 

-of Leipzig and Frankt~rt. Mimbeau calls it a 

COl1jm alZ011 de.' PlziloJophes, an expreffion very 

dear to himfelf. fOl; the myriads of garreteers who 
have 
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have long fed the craving mouth of Paris (" al­
"ways thirfting after' fome new thing") calIef! 

themiClves philofophers, and, like the gangs of 

St. GIles's, conver[cd with each other in a cant of 
their own, full of morale, of en.e!gie, of bteJlwtl­

lam!!, &c. &c. &c. unlntdhgible or mtfunder­

flood by other men, and 1I red for the purpofe of de­

ceit. 'Vbile Mirabeau ltved too, tiley formed R 

COllj1l1 alio/I. T~e 14th of July 1790; the l110fi [0-

lemn invocatIOn of the Divlile pre[ence ever made 

on the face of this earth, put an end to the pro­

priety of this appellation; for it became l1eceifary 

(in the progrefs of po~ttical Illumination) to de:­
<lare that oaths were nonfenfe, 'becaufe the in­

voked was a creature of the imaginatlOn, aud the 
grand federation, like 'Vetfl1aupt and Bal:rdfs 

Mafonic Chrifiialllty, is declared, to thofe imtiated 

into the higher myftene~l to be a lie. But if we 
have no longer a Conjuration des Phtlofoplus, we 
IJive: a gang of [cribblers that has got po1feffion of 
the public mind by their management 9f the li­

terary journals of Germany, and have made li­
centious [entiments in politics, in morals, and in 

re'!igion. as familiar as were formerly the article. 
of ordinary news. All the [ceptical ,wntings of 
England put together will ~ot make half the 

number that have appeared in Proteftant Ger:: 
many during the laft t\\<elve or fifteen years. And. 

in .the Criticifms on the EdiCt, it is hard to [a.y 
whethca· 
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whether infidelity 'or dilloyalty fills the molt: 
pages. 

To fuch a degree had. the Illuminati carried 
this favourite and important point that they ob­
tained the dire&ioll even 'Of thofe whofe office it 
wa~ to prevent it. The~ is at Vienna, as at Ber­
lin, an office for examining and licenfing writings 
before they can have their tourfe in the market. 
This o~ce publUhe~ annually an index of forbi~ 
den books. In this index are indtlded the account 
of the Iail: Oplratio1ts of Spartacus and Pluto in tlJe 
Order oj Illuminati, and a ditfertation on r'lJe Final 

Overthrow of lfree MoJonr}, a moil excellent per­
forma.nc~, lhowing the gradual corruption and 
final perverfion of that fociety to a fem.inary of 
fedition. Alfo the Vienna M.agazille Df Literature 
(ltlfd Arts, which contains many accounts of the 
interferences of the Illuminati in the difturbances 
of Europe. The Cenfor who occafio~ this pr0-

hibition was an Illuminattls, named Ret~er. He 
makes a moil: pitiful and Jefuitical defence, thow­
ing himfelf completely verfant in all the chicane 
of Ule IJbmzinati, and dc:wted to their Illfidel prin... 

ciples. (See ReI. Begebenll. q,S' P-493') • 
There .are two performances which gi.e u, 

much information refpetting the ftatc: of moral 
and political vpinions in Germany abbut this 
time. Oae of them is called, ProlJjl t( a lJiddeJl 
C1J1Rbi1Ultion to Je.flr..~ tlte Freedom r!I r!t9JIg"t and 

A A • Writi"l 
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Writing ill Gerll1l11ty.. Thefe proofs are genera!~ 

taken from many concwring circumftances in th~ 

cbndition of Germm literature. They are COll­

vincing to a thinking mind~ but are too abftraCl:­
ed to be very itnpreffive on ordinary readersw 

The dther is the Appeal to thy COltlltry, which I 
mentioned in page 84. This is much more ftnk­
ing,. and, ih each branch of litera.ture, gives a 
ptf0gTeffite account of the changes of fentiment~ 

all f'llpported by the evidence of the books them­

{~hres. Thf' an thor PlttS It paft contradiction, 
fhat lrt every (peCles of literary compofitlon into 
whic;h it vms poffiblc, without palpable abfurulty, 

tb introouce licentiohs or fedltIous princi}Jle~, it 
1/f'aS tione. Many r01'l11nces. novels, Journie~ 

t'hru~gh Germany and other counhies *, are WrI t­

tett on purpafe to attach pral[e or reproach to 
certain f~ntil'11~nts. charn&ers, and pIeces of con­
ducft. TIle Prince, the nobleman, is made de­
fPbtic, oppreffive,. unfeeling, Of ndiculous-the 

poor; aEd the men of talents, are unfortunate and 

negleCl::cd-and here and there a ficritious Graf or 

Baron is made a. divinity, by pbilattthmpy ex­
preffed in romantic dmrity and k-indnefs, or often­

mtiQUS indrfitrente fur the htd:e i.OIlO'Urs which 

• A plall adopted w.ithill thefe few years in our ow_n 
country, wllicb, if ptoft>cuted wlrh tile {arne irfdllftry with 
which it h~ Mettn '&egun, wlll roon l'ende., oOi' ollcul;ttibg 
Libraries fo ll1Rl'lyNurfenes.:of Se~ and- lrn~. (See 
Tl'iV~in.~o Germany by Efie. 
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are (0 precious in the eyes of a German.=-Iri 
ihort, the fyftem of Weilhaupt and Knigge i, 
carried into vigorous. effea: over all. In both 
thefe performances, and indeed in a vail: number 
of other pieces, I fee that the influence of Nicholai 
is much commented on, and coniidered as having 
had the chief hand In all thofe innO\'atlOns. 

Thus I think It clearly appears. that the (up­

preffion of the Illunlinati in Bavaria and of the 
Union in Brandenburgh, were infufficient' fOl 

removing the evils which they had mtroduced. 
The Elector of Bavana.was obliged to i1fue all­

other proclantation 111 November 1790, warning 
his {ubJects of their repeated machmations, and 

particularly enjoinIng the Magifirates to obferve 
carefully the atfemhlies in the Reading Societies, 
which were multiplying in his States. A fimilar 

proclamation was madt anJ repeated by the Re­
gency ()f Ha.nover, and it was on thIS (Jcc~fion 

that Mauvilkm Impudently avowed the moO; anar~ 

chical opinions.-But Weiiliaupt and his agent. 
were filII bulY and fucx:efsful. The habit of plot­
tIng bad formed itfelf into a regular fyfiem .• &"­
cieties now acted every where in feeret, in cor .. 
Tefponde~e with ftmilar focieties in difiant places. 
And thus a mode of co-operation was furnilhed 
to the difCOhtentoo, tl)e refilefs, and the unprin­
.cipJred in .u pI~ wjtbout cveA tb<e trouble of 

A A 2 formal 
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formal initiations, and without. any external ap­
pearances by which the exiftence and occupations 
of the members could be diftinguiihed. The Hy­
dra's teeth were already fown, and each grew 
up, independent of the reft, and [oon fent out 
its own off'sets.-I n all places where fuch fecret 
praCtices were goin~ on, there did not fail to ap­
pear [orne individuals of more than common zeal 
and aCtivity, who took the lead, each in llis own 
circle. This gave a confiftency and unity to tht 
uperations of the reft, and they. encouraged by 

this co·operation, could now attempt thihgs 
which they would not have otheflVife ventured 
on. It is not till this ftate of things obtaim~ that 
this influence becomes fenfible to the public. 
Philo, in his public declaration, unwarily lets this 
appear. Speaking of the numerous little focie­
ties in which their pnnciples were cultivated, he 
fays, "we thus begin to be formidable." It may 
now alarm-but It 15 now too late. The fame 
germ is now fprouting in another place. 

1 muft not forget to take notice that about this 
tim'! (1787 or 1788), there appeared an invita­
tion from a Baron or Prince S-, Governor of 
the Dutch fortrefs H-. before the troubles in 
Holland, to form a fociety for the proteBioll of 

Princes.-The plan 15 expre:{fed in very enigma. 
t~~l terms, but fuch ai plainly fuew it to be 

merely 
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merely an odd title, to catch the public eye; for 
the Affociation is of the fame fe<htious kind with 
all thole already fpoken of, viz. profeffing to en­
lighten the mmds of men, and making them ima­
gine that .all their hardiliips proceed from fuper­
ilitlOn, which fubjeCts them to ufelefs and crafty 
priefts; and from their own indolence and want 
of patriotlfm. which make them fubmit to the 
mal-a~min;aratlOn of minifters. The Sovereign 
~ fuppofed to be innocent; but to be a <.:ypher, 
and every maglftrate, who IS not l.hoien by the 
reople aCtually under lum, lS held to be a defpot, 
and is to be hound harfd and foot.-Many cir­
cumftanc~s concur to prove that the projeaor of 
thIS infidlOus plan is the Pnnce Salms, who fo 
affiduoufly fomented ali the dIilurbances in the 
Dutch and Auftrian Netherlands. He had. be­
fore this time, taken .tnto hIS fervice Zwack, the 
Cato of the Illuminati. The pruject had gone 
fome length when It was dIICovered and {up­
preifcd by the States. 

Zimmerman, woo had been Prefident of the 
Illuminati in Manheim, was alfo a moft aaivc 

• 
perfon in propagaung their doctrines in other 
countries. He was employed as a miffionary, 
and ereeted fome Lexiges even In Rome-alfo at 
Neufchatel-and 10 Hungary. He was frequently 
feen in the latter place by a gentleman of my 
acquaintaQce, anP preached up all the oftenfible 

A A 3 doCtrines 
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doctrines ofJlluminatifm in the ffit:;{l: p~blic man­
ner, and made many profe]ytes. But when it 
was difcovered that thelr rcal and fundamental 
do&rmes were dIfferent from thole w 111ch he pro­
f()ifeJ in order to draw in profelytes, Zllnmenm.n 
left the country in hafle.-S0me tune after tIllS 
he ,,·as arrefted in Pruffid. for feditious harangues 
-but he efcuped, and hac;"" not been heard 01 
lince.-When he was in Hungary he boa,fied of 
having el"ccted above an hundred Lodge~ III dll­

ferent parts of E.urope, forne of which were 111 

England. 

That the Illuminati and other hidden Cotino­
political focieties had fome influence in bringwg 
about the French Revol~ion, or at leaft in a(.­
alcrarting it, can hardly be doubted. In readmg 
the [eeret correfpondence, I was always furpnfcd 
at not finding any Reports from France, and 
fomething like a hefitation about eftablllhing a 
miffioD there; nor am I yf't able thoroughly 10 
.account for it. But there is abundant evwence 
that they interftred, both in preparing, for it In 

the fame manner as in Germany, and in a<.cele­
rating its progrefs. Some letters ill the Brunf­
wick J oumal from one Campe, who was an' in~ 
(peetor of the feminru'ies of equcation, ~ man of 

talents1 
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taleats, and an /Iluminatus, put it beyond doubt. 
He was refidlng in Paris during its firft move .. 

, ments, and gives J. min~te account of them, la­

mentmg their exceffes, on account of their im­
prudence, and the nik. of {hocking the nation, 
and thus deftroying tDe project. but juftifying 
the motives, on the true principles of Cofmo­
pohtifm. The V lenna'Zeitfchrift and the Magazine 
of Literature and Fmc Arts for 1790, and other 
pa:nphlets of that date, fay the fame thing in a 
clearer manner. I fhalllay together fome paf. 
fages from fuch as I have met with. which I 

• 
duok will fhtm beyond all poffibiiity of d.oubt. 
that the Illuminati took an aCtive part in ('he 
whole tra.nfa&ion, and may be fald to have beth 
its chief contriver-s. I /hall premik a few 00-
fervations, which will give a dearer Tiew of tlle 
matter. 

A A 4 
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C HAP. IV. 

efhe Fre1lch Re'i.'o!u/lo,l. 

DURING thefe dlffenfions anddl[content~, and 
this general fermentation of the publtc mind in 
Germany, polItical occurrences in France gave 
exerciie and full fcope for the operation of that 
fpirit of revolt which had long growled in f(;cn~t 
in the different corners" of that great empire. 
The Cofmo-political and [ceptlcal opinions and 
fentiments fo much cultivated in all the Lodges 
of the Philalelnes had by this time been openly 
profeffed by many of the fages of France, and 
artfully interwoven with their ftatiftical econo­
mics. The many conteils between the King and 
the Parliament of Paris about the regiftration of 
hi~ edifrli, had given occafion to much difCuflion, 
and had made the public familJarly acquainted 
with topics altogether unfuitable to the abfolute 
monarchy of France. 

This 
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This acquaintance with the natural eJCflectatiotl£ 
of the fubje-ct, and the expediency of a candid 
attention on the part of Government to thefe ex­
pectations, and a view of Legiflation and Go~ern­
tnent founded on a very liberal interpretation of 
all thefe things,"was prodigioufly promoted by the 
ralh interference of France in the dlfpute he­
tween Great Britai~ and her colonie~. In this 
attempt to ruin Britain, even the court of France 
was obliged to preach the dortrines of Ltberty, 
and to take its chance that Frenchmen would cop­
fent to be the only flaves. But their officersami 
foldiers who 'returned from America, imported 

,the America.n pnnciples, and in every cnmpany 
found hearers who hllened with delight and re­
gret to their fafcinating tale of American indepen­
dence. During the war, the Mimfter, who had 
too confidently pledgea himfelf for the deftruc­
tion of Britam, was obliged to allow the Pcl.rifians 
to amu[e themfelves wIth theatrical entertain­
ments, where Englilh law was reprefenteu as op­
preffion, and every fretful extravagance of the 
Americans was applauded as a noble ftruggIG for 
native freedom.-All wl{hed for a talle of that 
hberty aoo equality which they were allowed to 
applaud on the ftage ~ hut as foon as they came 
froln the theatre into the fireet, they found them­
faves under aU their fonner reftraints. The fweet 

charm 
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charm had found its way into their hearts, and aU 
the luxuries of France became as dull as commOR 
life does to a fond gIrl when lhe lays down her 
.noveL 

In this irritable ftate of mind a [park was fuf~ 
ficient for 'kindlIng a flame. To Import this dan~ 
gerous delicd;cy of American gro\'?th, France had 
expended many millions, and was drowned in 
<lebts. The mad prodigllity of the RoyaL Family 
and the C;ourt had dra.ined the treafury, and 
foreftalled every livre of the revem .. e. The 
~ditts for new taxes and forced loans were man: 
unwelcome and oppreffive. 

The A-l.Iocats au padetf1614.t had nothing to do 
with ftate-affam, bewg very httle more than bar­
riflers in the hlghefi. court of Juftice; and the 
.higheft claIm "f the Prcfidents of t1115 COUK 

was to be a. fort of hutnble counfellors to the 
Kmg in common matters. It was a very firange 
iru;onfiftency in thal mgenious nation to permit 
fuch people to tomh -OIl thofe ftatc-fubJcch ; for, 
ill fact, the King of Fr,mce wa::. ,:m abfolute Mo­

na!;Ch, and the fubJeCt'3 were flave~. This IS the 
refult of all theIr pamhJ refearch, notwithftand­
iug that ghmmt:nngs of natural jutt:K:e and af' 
f~clom arc to lx:: met With in their records. 
There could not be found in their hiftory fo 
much as a tolerable account of the manner of 

calhng 
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calling the nahon together, to lea.rll b the 
people 'how their cl-w.ins would heft plea[e theiE 
fancy. But all this was agamft mture, and it 
was necdfary that it !hould come to an end, the 
firfi: time that the Monarch confeffed that he could 

not DO every tIllng ~nlels they put the tools into 
his hands. A) things Were approaching gradually 

but rapidl~ to this condItion, the Impertinent 

interfereI?ce (for [0 a Frenchman, fubJeCt of the 

Grand Monarch, muji thInk 11) of the .advocates 

of the Parliament of Pans was popular jn th~ 

highefl: degree; and It muil be confeffed, that in 
general it was patriotIc, 11O~ever mconfiftent with 
the confiit.ution. They felt themfelves pleading 

the cau[e of humamty and naturalJu!hce. This 

would embolden honefl: and ,worthy men to q;eak 
truth, however unwelcome to the court. In ge· 
peral, It muil: alfo be gr::mtLd that they fjJoke WIth 

caution and WIth n:[pdt to the fovercign puwers ; 
and they had frequently the pleJ.furc of being tllJ 
means of mitlgatmg the burdens of the people. 

The Parh:.llnent of Pans, by this conduCt, came 
to be looked up to as a fort of mediator betwec:n 
the. King:i2J1d his fubJctts; and as the avocats 

6w tius, tlrey naturally rofe m their own efi:ima­
tion far above the rank in which the con{htution 
of thcirr government had placed them. For it 
muft aJ.ways be kept in mind, that the robe was 

never confidered as' the drc[s of a NobJ,man, 
although 
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although the catfock was. An advocate was 
• 

merely not a rotouner ; and tho1.1gh we can hardly 

conceive a profeffion more truly honourable than 
the difpenfing of diftributive juftice, nor any 1kill 
more congenial to a rational mind than that of 

the pra4ica1 morality which we, in theory, con­
fJder as the light by which they are always con­

ducted; and although even the artificial conftitu­

tion of France had long been obliged to bow to 

the dittates of nature and humanity, and to con­
fer nobility, and even title, on [ueh of the pl"Ofef­

fOTh of the munlc,1pa\ law '1.~ l1ad, by then 1ki\\ and 

their honourable ch'lr~cter, rifen to the firft offices 

of their prafeffion, yet the N obldfe de Ja Robe ne­
ver could incorporate wIth the Nobleffe du Sal1g, 
!lor'even with the Nobleffe de l'Epee. The de­

iccndants of a l\farqt1is de la Robe never could 

nfe to cert~un dJ~LUties ih the church and at court. 
The avocats de parkment felt this, and [matted 
pnder the exclufion from court-honours; and 

though they eagerly courted [ueh nobility as they 

("oulll attam, they !ddom omitted any opportumty 

tpat oLcurreu <1 UJ 109 their Junior praCtice, of ex­
poling the arrogance Of the Nobleffe-, and the 
dominion of the court. This jnClcafed thdt 
popul.mty, and in the prLfcnt fituanon of tlliags, 

bemg certain of (uppert, they went beyond their 
ft)rmer cautious bounds, and xntroduced in thel!"' 
pkadmg<;, and p.ll t icul.uly 111 their Joint remon-

{trances 
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ftra.nce~ againft the regiftration of edith, all the -
wire-drawn morality, and cofmo-political juri[­
prudence, which they l,ad fo often rehearfrd in 

the Lodges, and which had of late been openly 
preached by the economifts and philo[ophe1'5. 

A ftgnal was given to the nation for engaging 
" en maffe" in political difcufiion. The Notables 
were called upon to come and advife the King; 
and the points were laid before them, in which 
his Majefty (infallible till now) acknowledged his 
ignorance or his doubts. But who were the No­

tables? Were they more kJlowing than the King, 
or lefs in need of inftl1.lttion? The nation thought 
otherwife; nay, the court thought otherwife ; fbr, 
10 fome of the royal proclamations on this occa­
fion, men ()f letters were invited to affift with 
their counfe]s, and to gIve what information their 
reading and experience 1110Uld fuegeft as to the 
beft method of convoking the States Genera', 
and of conducting their delIberations. When a 
Minifter thus {olicits rudyice from all the world 
how to govern, he molt aifuredly declares his 
own incapacity ~ and tells the people that n~w 
they muft govern themfdves. ThIs however was 

..... done, and the Minifter, Neckar, the Phdofopher 

and Philanthropift of Geneva, fet the example. 
by fending ip his opinion, to be laid on the coun. 
cil-table with the reft. On thIs fignal, counfd 

})OPTed in from e\'ery garret, and th~ prefs 
groaned 
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groaned with advice in e",ery fitape. PCluderous 
volumes were written for the Blfhop or the Duke 1 

a handfome 8vo for the Notahle Officer of eigh­

teen; pamphlets and fingle fheet~ {or the loung­

ers in the Palms Ro\al. The fermentation was 
-' 

aftonlihing ; but it wa" no more than ihould have 
been expetted from the 1'l10ft cultIvated, the moil: 

ingenious, and the leaft bnfhful nation on earth. 
All wrote, and all read. Not cOf'tented with 

bringing forth all the fruits which the I1lnmina­
tion of theic bnghr days uf reafon had raired in 
fnch abundance in tb~ confervatories of the Plti­
la let hes, and which had been gathered from the 
writings of Voltaire, Diderot, Rouffeau, Raynal. 
&c. the patnotiC counfellors of the Notables had 

ranfacked all the writings of former ages. They 
difcovered 'fRAT FRANCE HAD AL\""AYS BEEN 

FREE' One would have thought that they had 

travelled WIth Sir John Mandeville in that COUIl­

try where even the fpeeches of former times had 

been frozen, and were now thawing apace under 
the beams of the fun of Reafon. For many 
of' thefe drays were as incongruou'l and mal­
a-propos a<; the blOken fentences recurd(;d by Mr. 
Addlfon in the SpeCtator. A gentleman who was 

in Paris at tlns time, a perfon of great Judg1tJeRt~ 
and well informed in Lvery tllmg refpefring the 
conftitution :md preient condition of his country~ 

aifureo me that this inVItatiOn, fol1owed by the 

memorial 
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memorial of 1\1r. Neckar, operated 11k an ele¢ .. 
trieal {hock, In the com'Ie of four or rive days. 
the appearance of Paoli:; was com ,etely changOO~ 

Every where one faw crowds ftaring at paper~ 
pafted on the walls-breaking Into little parties­
walking up and down the fireets m eag.er convet­

fation-adJourning tocoffee-houfes-and the con­

verfation in all comp:l.nil:s tumed to pohtlcsalone; 
and in aU thefe converi"uQus, a iJ~W \ f1C'abubty. 
where every fecond word was .l\1nraluy, Philan­
thropy. Toleration, Freedom, and Equahfation 
of property. Even at this eally penotl perfont 

• were lifl:ened to.wlthout cenfure~ or even i"urprife,. 
who ["lid that it wa,. nonfen{e to think of reform­
ing thclr government, and that It muft be com­
pletely changedo In £hort. in the courfe of a. 
month, a fj11f1t of llCentlOufncfs and a rage for 
InlloYation had complett!iy IJcrv~dcd the mmds 
of the Panfians. The matt confplCuouS proof of 
this was the unexpeClt d fate of the Parliament. 
It met earher thai' uCual, 2.nd to give gr<.."ater eclat 
to its patnotic c: ;t5, am] completely to fecurc the 

gratitude of the people, 1t lifued an arret on tae 
preient ftate of the natIOn, contaIn,ng a number­
of rc[olutians on the dIfit.Tcr>t le3.dlllg points of 
national. liberty. A fe",' months ago thde would 
have been joyfully receIved as the Magna Charta. 
of Freedom, and really contamed aU that a wik 
people lhould defire;o but becau[e the ParliFnt 

had 
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had fome time before given it as their opinion as 
the conftitutional counfel of the Crown, tht the 
States !bould be convoked on the principles of 
their laft meeting in 1614, which pre[erved the 
diftinCtions of rank, all their pail: fervices wuc 
forgotten-aU their hard !b ugglc with the former 
adminiftration, and theIr unconquerable courage 
and per(everance, wlllch ended only with their 
downfal, all were forgotten; and thofe diil:in­

guiibed members whofe zeal and fufferings rank­
ed them with the moil: renowned heroes and 

martyrs of patriotifm, were now regarded as the 
co~temptible tools :)f 'Anfrocracy,. The Parlia­

ment now fet, in a fl.ery troubled fkw,-to rife 

no more. 
Of a.ll the barrifters in the Parliament of Paris, 

the moft conlJ)ICUOUS for the difplay of the en­

chanting dottrines of bbcrty and Equality was 
Mr. Duval, fon of an Avocat in the fame 
court, and ennobled ab('ut thIs tllnc under the 
nanle of Defprefmcfnil. He was member of a 
Lodge of the Amis Rell1Z1S at Paris, called the 
Co,ntra8 Socia!, :md of the Lodge of Chevaliers 
Bielifaifolltl at l.yons. HIS reputation as a bar­
rifter had been proc.ligioul1y encreaf~d·about this 
time by his management of a cauie, where the 
defcendant of the unfurtun.1te General Lally • 

. after having obtained the reftoration of the family­
honours, was ihiving to get back. fome of the 

eftates. 
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elb.tes. Mr. Lally Tollendahl had even tr4i4ed. 
himfelf to the profeffion, and pleaded hiJ ow. 
caufe with attonilbmg abilities. But DefpreCrnenil 
had near connections with the family which "11 

in poffeffion of the e1b.tes, and oppofed him with 
equal powers, and more addrefs. He was 4ft 

the fide which was moil agreeable to his fa" 
vourite topics of rleclamation, a.ncL his pleadings 
attraa:ed~much notice Unth in Paris and in fomo 
of the provincial Parliaments. J mentlon thme 
things with fome intereil, becaute this was tho 
beginning of that marked rivaHhip between Lall, 
Tollendahl and DeCprefmenil, which made fuch 
a figure in the journals of the N ationa.l Afiem .. 
bir.' It ended fatally for both. Lally Tollen· 
dahl was obliged to quit the AH"embly, when he 
faw it determined on the defuucti<>D of the lOO .. 

nuchy and of aU civil oruer, and at ~ to cmi. 
grate from his country with tbe: laCs ai- all hi$. 
property,.and to fubfift on the kindnetS af Eng .. 
land. DefprcfIll(nil atuined hi:; meridian of p0.­

pularity by his difcove-ry of the fea-et plan af the 

Court to eftablUh the C.ur pl,nines and ever *' 
ter this took th~ lead in all thlf thong mcaCures 
of the Parliament of Paris., which was now over,.. 
fmp~ .pU boun,ds of modentiQ.p, or pJ1Opfiety. 
in ~ of prefel"\'ing its iSljQ~C after it W 
rend*<! jtfelf .ijnpotent by an W1Pr.ded drake. 
Vcfpr~liaCIIlil was t~ flirll fWUtyr of that ~y 

B B and 



31(1 TJU 'J.Ji.NCH REVOI UrtON. CHAP. IV .. 

3.fld. Equality which it was n,)w boldly preach­
ing, haVing voluntarily furrendered himfelf a 
prifoner to the officer fent to demand him from 
the Parliament. He was alfo a martyr to any 
thing that remained of the very fhadow of 
liberty after the Revolution, being guillotmed 
by Robefpierre. 

I have ~ready mentioned the intrigues of 
Count Mirabeau at the Court of Berlm, and his 
feditious preface and notes on the, anonymous 
letters on the RIght!> of the Pruffian ~tates. He 
alfot while at Berhn, pubhlhed an EJliu fur fa 
Sefle des lilummls, o~e of the ihangeft and moft 
impudent performances that ever apPeared. He 
there defcribes a feet eXlftmg in German", called 
the lllllmmattd, and fay~, that they are the moft 

abfurd and grofs fanatics Imagmable, waging war 
with every appearancc'of Reafon, and maintain­
mg the moft ndiculous fuperftltlOns. He gives 
fome account of thefe, and of their ntuals, cere­
momes, &c. as If he had feen them all. His 
fea 15 #I. confufed mixture of Chriftian fuperlb­
tions. Rofycruclan nonfenfe, and every thing 
tha.t can raife contempt and hatred. But no fuch 
SOCIety ever exifteda and Mirabeau' confided in 
hls own powers of deception, in order to {creen 
from obfervation thofe who were kno\lJb. to be 
Illuminati, and to hinder the rulers from attend­
iRfl to their real machinations, by means of this 

Ignis 
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19nis fatuus of his own brain. He knew perfeCtly 
that the Illuminati 'Were of a ftamp diametrically 
oppofite: for he was illuminated by Mauvillon 
long before.-He gained his point in fome mea· 
(ure, for Nicholai and others of the junto imme­
diately adopted the whim, and called them Obfttl­
tanten, and joined with Mirabeau in placing on 

the lift of ObjcUl /lntelf feveral perk>ns whom they 
wilhed to make ridiculous. 

Mirabeau w;1s not more dikuntented with. the 
Court of Berlin for the [mall regard it had tef­
tified for his eminent t.:vcnts, than he was with 
his own Court, or rather with the minifter Ca.­
lonne, who had fent him thither. Calonne had 
been greatly dlifatisfied with his conduct at Ber­
lin, where his felf-conceit, and his private pro­
jeCts, had made him act: in a way almoft contrary 
to the purpcfes of his • miHion. Mirabeau was 

therefore in a rage at the miltifi.er~ and pub 
lifhed a pamphlet, in which his celebrated" me- ' 

morial on the ftate of the nation, ahd the means 
of relieving it, was treated with the utmofi. fe­
verity of reproach; and in this conteft his manu 
was wrought up to that violent pitch of opport. 
tion which he ever after maintained. To be no~ 
ti<:e<i, and to lead, were his fole objefrs--and 
he fOund that taking.. the £ide of the difcontented 
was the heft field for l,is eloquence tnd reftlefs 
ambition.-Y et there was no man that WfS more 

J .. 1. devoted 
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devoted to the principles of a CJurt thtul Count 
Mirabeau, provided he had.a !hare in the ad­
nrini4Mation; and he would have obtaintXl it, 
if any thing moderate would have f.ui&ne-d him 
-but he thought nothing wortl}yof him but a 
place of active trufi, and a high department. 
For [ncb offices all knew hIm to be totally unfit. 
He wanted knowl~dge of great things, and 
was learned only in the buftiing detail of in­

!tri~e, and at any time would facrifice every 
thing to have an opportunity of exer.cifing his 
brillilolll: eloquence, and indulging hi$ paffiGm for , 

-fa-tire ~d reproach.-The grea.teft obftacle to 
'his advancement was the abject warthieffilefs of 
his character. \'\'hat we ufually call proflIgacy, 

,VIZ, debauch6ry, gaming, Impiety, and every 
kind offen[uality,were not enough-he was de[. 
titute of decency in h15 Vices-tricks which would 
difgrace a thieflutcher, were never boggled at 
in oNer tQ f,\lPp!y his cl!;pences.-For inftance­
His father and mother had a procefs of 1epara­
tion-Mirabeau had juft been liberated from pri­
fQ'l for a grofs mrtCemcanour, and Wa.$ in want 
of money-He w~t to his father t fldcd with 
bim in inveltives againft his motld', a.nd, for 
100 guineas, wrote his father's 1'11eJl1ori.11 f01' the 

.£ollrt.--.He then went tl.) his mother • .and by a 
1trmlar conduct got the [:uue fum. from .per p 

-anq both men1<lnals w.cre prefented. Daink­

u:g 
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iug was the only vice in which he did not i~ .. 
dulge-his exhaufted conftitution did not per~ 

mit it. His brother the Vlfcount, on the COIl" 

trary, w,as apt to exceed ill Jnllity. One da.y th, 
Count faid to him, n How can you, Brother, to 
" eA-pofeyourfelf?"-"Wh:t.t!" fays the Vif<.:OUl'lt" 
" how iniitiable you are-Nature has given you. 
" every vice, and having left me only tbis OM, 

" you grudge it me."-When the eleCtions weft 

mar..ing' for the States-General, he offered him­
felf a candidate in his own order at Aix-But he 
was fo abhorred by the N obleffc; that they Jl~ 
only rejected him, but eliD drove hIm from theit 
meetings. Tl'lis aKront [ettled his meafures, aDd 
he determined on their ruin. He went to the 
Commons, dIfclaimed his being a gentleman, fat 
up a. little ihop in the ma.rk.et-v1ace of Aix-, allIIl 
{old trifles-and now, fully refolved what l.iac he 
thoukl purfue, he courted the Commons, by j.oin.­
jng ill all their excdfes againft the Nobldle~ and 
was at laft returned a member of the A1fembly • 

.From this account of Muabcau we can ea.fiJr 

foretd the ufe he would make of the Illumina .. 
cion whIch he had received in Germamy. .its! 
grand tru~hs and juft moralrty fccm 10 hav;e o..d:. 
the fame effects on his miDd as on t.laa.t of W ci.­
hupt ot' Bahrdt. 

In the ynr J 786, MirabSll, in ctOl1jun&_ 
with ta Duke de L:wztm met lfte Abbe p~. 

B!l 3 aftet-
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aft.'erw3uds BiillOP of Autun, (the man fo puffed 
jn the National Affemblies as the brighteft pattern 
of humanity), reformed a Lodge of Philalethes 
in Paris, which met in the Jacobin College or 
Convent. It was one of the Amis Reu'lis, which 
had now rid itfelf of all the infignificant myihcifm 
of the fect. ThiS was now become troublefo!Ilt!', 
and took up the time which would be much bet· 
teremployed by the Chevaliers du Sollel, and other 
frill more refined champions uf reafon and uni~ 
v~rral citi1.eniliip. Mirabeau had Imparted to it 
f~e of that Illumination which had beamed upon 
him-when he was in Berlm. In 1788 he and the 
Abbe were 'Vardens of the Lodge.' They found 
that they had not acqmred all the dexterity of 
management that he underftood was practifed by 
his Brethren In Germany, for keeping up tl.leir 
connecbon, and conductIng thelr correfpondence. 
A letter was therefore fent from this Lodge, fign­
ed by thefe two gentlemen, to the Brethren in 
Germany, requefting their affift.ance and inft.ruc­
tion. In the courfe of this year, and during the 
fitting of the Notables, .A DEPUT A nON WAS 

SE.,--r from the German Illuminati to catch this 
glorious opportunity of carrying their plan into. 
full execution with the gteateft eclat. 

N othll1g; can more convincingly demonftrate 
the early intentions of a party, and this a great 
party,ln F r:ll1ce to Qverturn the .conftitution com­

pletely. 
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plitely~ apd plant a democr:l.cy or oligarchy on 
Jt5 rums. The IllumInatl had no other objett. 
They accounted all Princes ufurpers and tyrants," 
and all pnylleged orders as their abettors. They 

intended to efmblJfh a government of Morality, 
as [hey called it, (Szttt:llregiment), where talents 

and character (to be eihmated by their own fcale,. 
and by thenudves) ihould ,tlone lead to prefer-. 

mellt. They meant to aboliih the laws whIch pro­

tected Pi jpLrty accumulated by long continued 
and fuccefsful lIlclu{tif, and to prevent for the 

future any fuch accumulatiOn. They Intended 
to efiabliLh univerfal Ll~crty and Equahty, th4 
,lm}Jrefcriptiblt: Rights of Man, (at leaft they pre .. 
tended all this to thofe who were nelther Magi 
nor Regentes) . .i\.nd, as neceifary preparatIOns for 

all this, they Intended to root out all religion and 
ordInary mord.lity, and even to break the bonds 

of domeftic life, by deitroymg the veneration fOf 
marriage-vows, and by taking the education uf 
cluldren out of the hands of the parents. ~ltis 

u:as 411 Ihat Ihe Illummati could tench, and THIS 

WAS PRECISELY WHAT FRANCE HAIi 

DONE. 

I cann~ proceed in the narration without de. 
filing th~ page with the detcfted name of Orkans, 
ftained with every thin6 that can degrade or dif­
graGe human nature. He only wanted lllumina­
tlon~ to .(hew him in a fyftem all the opinions, di{: 

~ B 4 9Otit10ns, 
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polition!, and principles which fined his own wicked 

heart. This contemptible being was illuminated 

by Mirabeau, and has fhown himfelf the moil: 
Z€alous difcltlle of the Order. In his oath of 
attegiance he declares~ ,. That the intereRs and 

u the objeCt of the Order !hall be fated by him 
~ above a.ll other telatiuns, and that he will ferve 
U it with his honour, his fortune, and his blood." 

-He has kept his word, and has facrificed them 

aU-And he has been treateu in the true Tplrit of 
ttre Order-ufed as a mere tool, che&ted and 
n.rih&1.--For I muft now add, that the French bor­

rowed from the Illumin-lti a maxim, unheard of 
jn any other affociation of bandlt'ti, viz. that of 

che~ting each other. As the managers had the 
iole poffeffion of the higher myftenes, and led the 

teft by principles which they held to be falfe, and 
\\'hkh they employed on~y for the purpofe of te­
curing the co-operation of the inferior Brethren, 

fo Mirabeau, Sieyes, Pethion, and others, led the 

Duke of Orleans at firft by his wicked ambition~ 

and theexpeC\:2I.tion of obtaining that crown which 
they intended to break in pieces, that they might 

get< the ufe of his immenfe fortune, and ofhisinftu· 

-en<:eoo the thoofands of his depenciiJlg fJ'Cophants. 
,who ate his bread and pandered to hIS grofs apPe. 

tites. Although we very (oon find him atl:ing as 

an llhfllliffattt'!, we cannot fuppofe him 1'0 loft to 

tOmmOh (et\fe 'A'S '/:t) etlntribut-e his fortune, and.. 
ri1k 
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ri'k his life, merely ill order that the one lhould be 
afterwards taken from him by law, and the other 
put on a level with that of his groom or his pimp_ 
,lie furely hoped to obtain the crO\'th of his indo­
lent relation. And mdeed Mirabeau {aid to Her. 
gaffe, that ~, when the project was mentioned to 
" the Duke of Orleans, he received it with all 
" poffible grar'oufnefs," (avec toute la grate ima­
ginable). During thf' conteits between the Court 
and the' Parliament of Paris, he courted popula­
rity wit!! an indecency and folly that nothing caQ 

~xplam but a mad and fiery ambitioB, which 
blmded his eyes to all coo[equences. Thi., is put 
out of doubt 'by his hehaviour at Verfailles on the 

dreadful 5th and 6th of Octoher 1789' The de­
pofitions at the Chatelet prove in the moft incon­
teihble manner, that during the horrors of thofe 
two day~ he wa~ J er>ca~edlv feen, and that when .. 
ever he was recognilcd by the crouJ, he was huz­
zaed with V''"ue Orleans, Vive notre Rot Orleans, &c. 
-..He then wlthdrcw,and was [cen m other places. 
While all about the unfortunate Royal Family 
were in the utmoit concern for their fate, he 
wa.s in g'ly humour, chatting on indifferent fub· 
jeets. Iii.s laft appearance In the evening of 
the 5th was, about nine o'clock, cOllverfing in a 
eorner with men di(guik'~ In mean drees, and fame 
in womeft~ clothes; among whom were Mirabea~ 

knave, DuJ>ort, and other deputies' of the Re. 
publIcan 
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publi!.an party-and thefe men were feen imme­
diately after, concealed among the Jines of tht: 
Regiment dr:. Flandre, the corruption of whtch they 
had that day 1IOmpleted, He w~ feen again next 
morning converfing with the fame perfons in wo­
mens drets. And when the infulted Sovefcig~ 
Vias dragged in triumph to Pari~, Orleans was 
again ken, fkulking in a bflicony behind his chil­
dren, to ~iew the proceffion of devils <tnd furies; 
anxioufiy hoping all the while that fome difturb­
aa<:e would arife in which the King might perifh, 
,-1 fuould have added that he was feen in the 
morning at the top of tIw ftairs, pointing the way 
wlth his hand to the mob, where tHey fhould go, 
whlle he went by another road to the Kmg. In 
{hort ~e went about trembling lIke a coward, wait­
ing for the explafion WhlCh mIght render It iat~ 

for him to fhew himfelf. Mirabeau [aId of him, 
" The fellow carries a loaded pIfl.ol in his bofom, 
.. but will never dare to pull the trigger." He:; 

was favoo, notwithftanding his own folly, by being 
joinf-il in the accl,l[ation with Mimbe3u,who could 
not re(cue himfdf wlthoqt {hiving a}fo for Or­
learis, whom h~ defpifcd, while he made ufe of hls 

fortune.-In 'hort, Orleans WilS but half ~,nuttllna.t­
f:U at this tiroe1 and hoped to be King or Regent. 

Yet he was deeply verfed in the preparatory 
leilons of llluminatlfm, and well convinced of its 

fsmdamental truths, He was well affirred of the 
great 
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great influehce of the women in fociety, and 1w: 
employed this influence like a true diiciple of 
\Velihaupt. Above three hundred nymphs from 

the purlIeus of the Palai3 Royal were provided 
with ecus and Louis d'ors, by his graho pIocureur 

the Abbe Sieye.s, and were fcnt to meet and to 

illummate the two battalions of the Regiment at 
Flalzdre, who were coming to VerfailJes for the 
proteCtion of the Royal Family. The privates of 

on(; ofthefe regiments came and mformed their 
officers of this attempt made on their loyalty,;;- . 

45,0001. byres were given them at St. Denys, to 

make them difuand them~lves-and the poor lad .. 
were at firft dazzled by the name of a rU.m that 
was not famIliar to them-but when fome think­

ing head among them told them that it onlya­

mounted to two Louis d'ors a piece, they dlfdofed 

the bnbcry. They were then offered 90,000. 

but never faw it. (DepofitlOl1S at the Cbatc1et, 
N° 3 I 7.) Mademotfelle Therouane, the lavonia 
of the day at the Palais Royal, was the moil act.ive 
perfon of the arrued mob from Paris, ordied CIJ 

Amaz01mc, wIth all the elegauce of the opera, and 
turned many young heads that day which were 

afterwards taken off by the gUlllotme. The Duke 

of Orlean; acknowledged, before hlf death, that he 

bad expended above 50;:')001. fierling iR corrupt­
ing the Gardes FranfozJes. The armed mob which 

(aol~ from Paris to Verfadles on the 5th of oCto-
ber, 
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ber, importuning the King for bread, had theIr 
pockets filled with crown-piece'!; and Orleans 

was feen on that day by two gentlemen, with a 

bag of monet fa heavy that it was faftened to his 
clothes with a fira,p, to hinder it from being op­

preffive, and to keep it in [uch a pofition that it 

ihould be flcceffible in nn inftant. (See the De· 
pofttions at the Chatelet, N° l 77.) 

But fuch was th~ contempt into which hiq 
grofs profligacy, his cowardice, and his niggardly 
difpofition, had brought hIm with all parties, that. 

if be had not. been quite blinded by hi!> wicked 
ambition, and by his ilnplacable refentment of 
fpme biw;r taunts he had gotten from the King 
and Queen, he muft have feen very early that he 
lfIai to be facrificed a,s foon as he had ferved th~ 
purpofes of the fadion. At pr~fent, his a1frllancc 
W~ of the utmof\: con[equence. His immenfe 
fortune, much above thr,ee millions fterling, wa.s 
~moft exhauited during the three firft years of 
the Revolution. But (what was of more conCe .. 
q,uence) he had a.lmofl: unbounded a,utbority 
among the Free MaiOns. 

ltl this country we have no conception of th~ 
authority of a National Grand Maftert 'Vhe~ 
Prince Ferdin~nd of Rrunfwick, by grea.t exer­

tions among the Jarring feas in Germany, hact 
got himf~f elected Grand Mailer of the StriEl o,,~ 

j'NJallz, it gave fenous al:mn to the Emperor. 
anct 
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and to all the Princes of Germany, and contri .. 
buted greatly to their connivance at the attempt. 
of the Illuminati to difcredit that party. In th( 

great cities of Germany, the inh~bitants paid 
more refpea: to the Grand Mafier of the Ma. 
fons than to their refpeCl:ive Princes. The au­
thority of the D. of Orleans in France was mu 
greater, in confcquencc of his employing his for-

,tune tA fupport it. About eight years before the 
Revolution he had (not without much intrigue 
and many bribes and promifes) been eleCted 
Grand Mafter of France, having under his di­
rections all tlle Irnpro'l.'etJ Lodges. The whole 
Affoclatioll was called the GI and Orten! de 10 

Franct, and in 1785 contained 266 of th,eCe 
Lodges; (fee Freymaurerifc'lze Zeitung, Nellwjed 
1787.) Thm. he had the management of all t,hofe 
Secret Societies; and the 1icentIOus and irreligi­
OUs fentiments which were currently preaclled 
there, were fure of his hearty concurrence. Th~ 

fame intrigue which procured him the fupre~ 
chair, muft have filled the Lodges with his de. 
pendents and emiffaries, and thefe men could 
not better earn their pay, than by doing their -ut­

moO: to propagate infidelity, iluQloralitY1 and im~ 
purity of manners, 

But fom~thing more \\'as wanted: DiiefpeC't 
for the higher Orde~ of the State~ and dUloyalty 
to the Sovercign.-It is oat [0 eary to conceive 

J • 
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how there [cntiments, and particularly the lat­

ter, could meet with toleration and even encou­

ragement; in a nation noted for its profeffions of 

veneration for its Monarch, and for the prjde of 

its Nobleife. Yet I am certain that fuch doc­

trines were habItually preached in the Lodges of 

Phila!ethes, and Amis Reunis de la Vente. That 
they £bonld be very ("urrent in Lodge~ of low­
born Literati, and other Brethren in infenor fl-1 
tions, is natural, and I have already fa...d enough 

on thi~ head. But the French Lodges contamed 

ttlany gentlemen in cary, in amucnt circum-
t 

fiances. I do not expect [uch confidence in my 
aifertlOns, that evcn in there the fame opmions 

were very prevalent. I was therefore much 

pleaCed wlth a piece of informatIOn wluch I g,ot 

while there l11t."'Cts were prmtmg off, whIch COf­

roborates my a1fertions .. 

Thi~ is a performance called La 'lJIile retiree, 

QJt Ie Secret de fa Revolution explique par la Franc 

lvlafotmerie. It was written by a Mr. Lefranc, 

Prefident of the Seminary of the Eudt)ls at Caen 

in Normandy, and a fecond edItion wa~ publi£hed 

at Paris in 1792. The author was ~utchcred 

in the t;paifacre 'of September. He fay&, that on 
the death of a fnend, who had been a very zea­
lous Mafrm, and many years Mafter of a refpeB:­

able Lodge, he found among hi5 papers :I. collec­

tion of Mafonic writings, containing the rituals, 

catC'chifms, 
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catechifrns, and fymbols of every kind, belong­
ing to a long train of degrees of Free Mafonr)'~ 
together with many difcourfes delivered in differ­
ent Lodges, and minutes of their proceedings. 
The perufal filled him with afl:onillunent and 
anxiety. For he found that dotl:rines were taught ~ 
and maxims of condutl: were inculc1ten, which 
were rub~erfi\·e of relIgion and of all good order in 

..the...ifttte; and whIch not on),r countenanced dif­
loy",lty and (edition, but even invited to it. He 
thought them fo dangerous to the frate, that he 
fent an account of them to the Archbifhop of 

• 
Pd.ris long before the Revolution, and alway'i 
hoped that that Reyerend Prc1ate would reprefent 
the matter to his Majefty's MmIirers, and that 
they would put an end to the meetings of this 
uangerou~ Society, or would at leaft rdb-ain 
them from fnch exce"ffes. But he was dtfap­
pointed, and therefore thought it his duty to l.ily 
them before the public". 

Mr. 

* Thi.~ remilfnefs of thofe alJout the throne is wonderful. . .. 
Barmel fayr, that a Nobleman, who had been dlrgufied with 

what he favt' in the Lodges, reported it to the Minifier, fayin, 

that thi~ was his duty, though it might p~bablr lodge him in 
1he Baftille. The Mlllifter :'lrned on his heel, and laid with 
• fm11e "Be:: eafy-yo\l filall not go to the BaftilLe-llbr WIll 

Of the Free Mafolll; dlfturb the lbte. "-It appean, hoWeVtT, 
that t~ too confiaent Monar.:h hld bc::ell mt"orl.l1ed of thofe 

~iln.gcrQ\I~ 
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Mr. Lc::franc fays exprefsly, that this £hocking 
pcrverflOO of Free Mafonry to feditio\ls purpofe!! 
was, in a great meafure, but a late thing, and Wa& 

d'liefiy brought about by the agents of the Grand 
Mafter, the Duke of Orlel:\.ns. He was, how­
ever, of opinion that the whole Mafon,c Frater ... 
nity was hoftile to Chnftiamty and to good mo­
rals, and that it was the contnvance of the 

great fclUfmatic Fauftus Socinu5, who, .bei"z ter­
rified by the fate of Servetus at Geneva, fell on 
this method of promulgating hi!) doCtrine!> among 
the grea.t in [ecret. This opinion IS but III fup­
ported, and is incompa.tible with many cilcum­
fiances in Free Ma.foory-But it 1;" out of om 
way at prefent. Mr. Lefranc then takes par~ 
cular notice of the many degrees of Chivalry 
cultiva.ted in the Lodges, and fhOW5 how, by 

artful changes in the fucceflive explanations of 
the iame fymbols, the doCtrines of Chrifti,!Jutr, 
and of all revealed RelIgion, are completely e:¥:­
pLoded. and the Phllofophe lnconnu becomes at 
Ian a profcffed Atheift.-He then takes notice 

.. 
olnserous proceeding$.-But he did not know the chan~ 
~ weh bad \?een prm!nceu iJ,l the minds of bis fll~(!$& tiR h.s 
elurll from Vareunes. The!) be ~ui to a penon in hi:> ~ 
iden~e "How <'ame l not to believe all thIS-I was ill­
,C formed of it all c::even)'ears a~u tI7SI) why did ntJt 1 boo 
04. ue\'e It I" 

of 
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of tbe politlCal doCtnnes wluch are in like m:lll­

lkr gradually untolded, by \\ hleb "patriotifm 

,: and loyalty to the Pllnce are declared to be 

., narr.'w pnnClples, lllconllfiw t \\: t h un i rcd~l 
" bene,okncc, and \\ iLh the nati, e and impre­
,: fCllptJolc nght<; ot m:tn, UVl] fuhordlI1atwIlIS 

., ac;:ual opprefiioIl, and Princes arc e,,,,' ?ilicio 
"ufurpers amI tyr.mts." Thefe prjuclples he 
f 1 irJ.y .... dedu.ce!> from tIre Cttechlilns of the CIII­
e'a/ICI" rill f,o/el/, and of the r IlIhJu/,he fIlC0111!U. 

He then procccds to notIce more p.lrtirularly the 
111trigues of lhe Duke of OJ k,Ub nom t hefe 

it a~pears t',ident tl1.1t 'hi~ .lInGJt jnus \ lews and. 

hOl)(:~ IJad been of long fhmlll1g, and that lt was 

entIrely by hIS fupport and encourlgement that 

{~dltlous doctnne~ \\ ere permItted In the Lodges. 

1\1 any nublemen :1I1d gentkmen \\ ere d,fgufled 

O1nd kft thde LudgC'c;, and adVanlJge was taken 

uf their abfcnce to tlllj~rove the Lodges {hIl morc, 

that i~, to make t hll11 flill more :ll1arc.luc3.1 anti 

fedlt iou~. N umbers of paltry fl nbhlcrs who 

haunted the Palace Royal, were admitted into the 

Lodges, ~ncl there vented their poifonom QOc­
trines. The Duke turned his chief a.ttention to 

tbe FrenCh guarJs, mtroducmg many of the pri. 

vates and mfetiorofficers into the obfcure and even 

the mme ff'fpectable Ludges, fo that the officers 

were frequently dlfgufted in the Lodges by the 

iJlfolcmt behaviour of their own foldJ.els .. under 

c c tbl 
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the ma1k of Mafolllc Brotherhood and Equality 

-and this bcha\;~our became not onfrequcnt 

even out of doors. He aif~rt5 with great con­

fidence that the troops were much corrupted by 
thefe intrigues-and that when they fometimcs 

deciared, on fervlCe, that they would not fire OIJ 

their Brethren, thc phrafe bad a p.ll tlCular nJer­

encc to their MafonIc Fratcrmty, becau1C they re­

cogn,ifed many of their Brother 1\1a(0115 111 (\ (! Y 
crowd.-And the corruption was by no mean" 

confined to Paris and Its nelg,l.bourhood, but ex­

[cnded to L very p1.1c.: in the I tngdom wherc there 

\vas ,t l'vlulliLlP,lllt v and.J. Maron Lod2,c. 
J " '-

1\,lr. Lefl,:nc then iurm our attl:ntlOn to many 

peculiantIe~ 10 the RevolutIOn, which have :l. re­

{c.nblancl' to the practlcC5ll1 Fn:e Mafonry. Not 

only wa::. the ::r(h rebel tbe Duke of Orlt'.lIlS the 
Gr.md ?vhit!.:'r, bUl the (hlcf actors in the Rc. volu­

tion, 1VIlrabe:lU) Cnnclorcet, Rochefoucault, and 

orhcrs, wcre <.hfll11t.!,llli11cc.l oilice-bearer5 in the 

greJ.1 LQ(J~,t <, I f'~ 1.1)'<; that the dlftnbutlOn of 

FrJ.Dcc mlO "':qJallmcllt ", dlitricts,crrdes, cantons~ 

NC. i~ pelfectly Jimll.:tr, With the fame denomma­

t;um, to a dJfbibutlOll which he had remarked ill 
the coue1ilondencc of the Grand Orient'·.-·Thc 

• I cannot help oblet vmg, that it j, pcrfeaIy funilar to 
the :trrallgement and denoInlilatlon< which appear in the 
I;~cret COl rerpOIl~t;nc.e of tht 13.LYarianlllllminati. 

Prdident.'$ 



C1tAP. tv. THE FRENCH R:E: .... OLtrTI'ON. 387 

Prefident',) hat in the N2tional Affembly is copied 
from that of a '11 i'S Venerable Gratzd ]vlaitre.­
The fcalf of a municipal Officer IS the (:l.me with 
th::tt of a Brother Apprentice.- \Vhcn the A1fem­
h1)' celebrated the Revolution in the Clthcdral, 
t hC'y accepteci of the highefl: honour~ of l\1afonry 

by pailing under the Arch of Sted, formed by the 
tlrawn fwords of t\\O ranks of Brethren.-Alfo 

,t !~>w()rthy of remarl.., that the Nation:!.l Aficm­
bly proteCted the meetings of Free Mafons, while 

it peremptonly prohibited ei elY uther private 
meeting. The oblig'ltlOn of laying 3.fid(' all {lars, 
ribbands, croife~, and ot'hel hpl10urabk diftinc­

tions under the pr,-tcxt of Flatermi Equality, was 
!10t merely a plelude, but WJ.s intelldcd as a. pre­

paration for the ell ftrmtt Ion of all (ivil ddbnctions, 

\\ 111c1l took place almon. at tl1c beg; !1Iling of the 

Revolution,--a,td I It" jiljl /,1 O!o(aI of a fltrt'mderl 

fl)'s l\1r Lefr:lnc,"-t "s ma'/e b)' rl ;:'t'O/O!(S .i'faJrm.­
He farther ob(enc~, that the homble and fan-, 
guinary calhs, the daggers, de:lth-hcad~, crofs­

bones. the unaginary combats with the murderers 

of Hiram; ;t.cd many other gloomy ceremo'lies, 
have a nat'Jral tendency to harden the heart, to 
remove Its natural difguil at deeds of horror, ahd 
have paved the way for thofe Chocking barbarities 

which ha.ve made the name of Frenchman ab­
horred over all Europe. Thefe deeds were in. 
Aieed perpetr3ttd by a mob of fanatics J .but the 

C C 2- principles 
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principles were promulgated and foih'red by per­
fons who £lyle themfehes philofophc's. 

I fee more eVIdence of thefe Impol; ant fafts In 

another bookJuft pubhl11Cd by an emigrant gen­
tleman (Mr. Latocnaye). He confmns my re­
peated aifertions, that all the irrchgIOm and fedr 
ti0115 doctrines were the {ubJects of perpetual 

harangues in the Mafon Lodges, and tbat all 

the principles of the Revolution, b) "'Inch tlw 
public mind was as it were ret on fire, ~i:le no­

thing but enthufiafhc amplrficatlOns of tbe com­
mon-place cant of Frcl.: l\lafomy, ,wu aroL 

naturally out of It. He e\'cn tllln,k" " that rhl' 
" mufi of llecL'!/ity be the cafe In every country 
" where the minds of the lower cLdles of the 

"State are If1 any way conflderably fictte<l 

.. or Irritated i it is almoft impoiliblc to .wOld 

.. belllg dr:lwn into tlus vortex, \\ hClln ('1' a 

., difcontcnted miud enters Into a l\1a[on 1,odge 

"The {ttl<.: ftory of brotherly 10\'(;, wIlIch ar 
.. anotht:r time would only lull the hearer aileep, 
" now male... hlln pilei-.. up hiS e,H'>, amI hitt'n 

., with u\ idl ty to the iIily Lde, and he cannot 
I 

"hinJGf fr.ettmg thought'> from contlllualI} 

« r:mkhng 111 hI!> mll1d:' 
Mr. Latoen.lye 1~y~ cxprefl>ly, " That notwith • 

.. Lbndlllg the general contempt of the public for 

.. the Duke of Orleans, hiS authority as Grand 
" IV(afler of the Ma!am gave him the greateit 

" opportunity 
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.. opportunity that a feclitlOus mind could defire 

" for l,elping .. forw:nl the Re\'olution. He had 

" ready to hIS kmd a connected fyftem of hid­
.. , den SlKletils, plOl:ctled by the State, habitu­

" ated to [ccreey and artl1ic("~ and already tmged 
., wIth the ycry entlmfi.lfin whIch he wllhed to 

.. IOfrllre. In there he formed political cOO1mit­

., iee~, mto whIch only ht'l agents were admit­

.. tC(I,. He filled the, Lodges WIth the French 

•• gUclrds, whom he corruptf!d with monlO'Y an{t 
.. hopes of preflrment, and by means of the 

.• Abbe Sle) ('5, and other emIfI11f1es, they were 

.. harangued ~llth .111 tht lopbi!bc.lI declamation 

., or (:tnt I)f Mafonry." 

~1r Latocnayc fay~, that all this was peculiar to 

the Lodges of the Grand Onent; but that there 

w(,rr> many (not vcry many, If we judge by the 

::>Jeuwled almanac, whIch rcckoi1-; only 2o/)9 In all 
France In 1784, of \\ hleh 2066 were of th,' Gran.d 
Oncnt) Lodgc~ wlio continued on the old plan 

of amufing themtelves wIth a little folemn trIfling: 
He CO'lnCldes wIth .I\I1r. Le[ranc In the opihlon 

that the :lv-ful and gloomy rituals of Mafonr~', 
• and par.tlClllarly the revere tnals of confidence 

and fubmu1ion, mufr h."l.Vc :1 great tendency to 

harden the heart, and fit a man for atrocious 

aClions. No one can dL' . .1bt of thIS who reads 

the followlllg mfrance : 

" A candidate for reception into one of the 
., higheft Orders, aft~r having heard many"threat-

C C 3 " emngs 
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"enings denounced agalllfi: all who fhould 
"betray the Secrets of the Order, was con­

fl duCl::ed to a place where he raw he dead b0-

"dies of feveral who were faid to h.lVC [uifercJ 

"for their treachery. He then faw his O'.\'n 
c, brother tied hand aml foot, .:IegglDg hls 
"mercy and interceffion. He was informed 

"that this perron was about to [uifer the pu­
le nilhment due to this offence, and that it was 

" referved for lum (the candIdate) to be the m­
CJ ftrument of this juft vengeance, and that thl~ 
"/6ave him a.n opportunity of malllfefttng th.1t 
" he was completely dc\"ott:d to the Order. It 
" being obferved that his countenance gave figm 
" of inward horror, (the perron in bonds ir.1-
" ploring hI!> mercy all the while) he was told, 
" that In order to [pare 1,is feelmgs, a banda~e 
"fuould be put over his eyes. A dagger \\-af. 
H then put mto IllS right hand, and being hood­
.' winked, his left hand wa.s laid on the palpltat-­
" iug heart of the crirnin:ll, and he wa5 ~hen or­
"dered to ftnke. He inftantly obeyed; and 
" when the bandage was taken from hIS eyes, he 
" Law that it was a lamb that he had [b.bbed. 
" Surely fueh trials and [ueh wanton erue~Ty are 
" fit only for traimng eOllfpirator~." 

Mr. Latocnaye adds, that" when he had been. 
"initiated, an old gentleman a£ked him what 
~. he thought of the whole?" He an[weled, " A 

" great 
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"great deal of noife, and much nonfenfe." 

~. Nor-fenfe," faid the other, " don't judge fo 

" raOlly, young man; I ha\-c worked thefe twenty: 

" five yea.rs, and the farti.ex I advanced, it in­
~, tcrefied me the more; but I ftopped {hart, and 

" nothll1g thall prev:1il on me to ad'-:lrK"e a ftep 

'" farther." In another cOllvcrlatlOn the gentle­

man faid, " I Im'tgine that my fioppage \\as ow­

" jug to my refutal about mnc years ago, to liften 

" to fome perions who m..tde to me, out of the 
" Lodge, propo(als which were {edlt.ious and hor­

" nbles for ever fince that time I h:l.Ve remarked., 
" that my higllcr Brethr __ ll treat me with a much 

4' greater rderve than they bad done before; 

., and thJ.t, under the pretext of further inftruc­

.. t10n, they have laboured to confute the no­

H tions which I had alre~dy acqUIre-d, by giving 

" fome of the muft ckhcate {ubjetl::s a different 
"turn. I taw that they wanted to l.:m()ve fome 

.. {ufpi.clons w1uc11 I .vas begmnmg to form con­
., cernmg the ultimate fcope of the whole." 

I Imagine that there ob[crvationc; will leave no 

(loubt iIl the mmJ of [he reader wIth re~)ect to 

the infiucl:ce of the feeret FI aternity of Free 1\111-
{onry in the French Revolution, and that he will 
allow it to be highly probable that the infamous 

Duke of Orleans had, fJ("m the beginning. enter­

tai»ed hopes of mounting the throne of France. 

CC4 
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It is DOL my province to prove or di(prov~ this 
POlOt, only 1 thmk it no lefs eVIdent, from many 

circumftancC5 in the trani:'lqiolls of tho[e tumul­

tuous days, that the active leaders Ilad qUite dif­
ferent views, and were Impelled by fan;ltlcal no­
tIOns of democratic felIcity, or, more probably, 

by their own ambitIOn to be the movers of thiS 
vaftmachine, to overturn th~ anCient government, 
aJlI(j,'ereCt: a republic, of wIndl th~y hoped to be 

the man3gcls.t. Milabeau had learned when in 
Germany that the pnnciples of anarchy had been 

well dlgcfled mta a (rfrC'TI, ~nd thClcfarc WiOlCd 
fo; fame mfhuCtion a:: t\') the fubordinate detatl 

of the bufinefs, and for this purpo[e rcquefiecl a 
deputatlOn from the Jilummatl . 

.. The depofi:lOos at the Ch;)tt:let, v. h1(;h I have already 

Quoted, give repeated and uneqUIvocal proofs, thOlt hr, II nh 

a confiderable nun,ber of the deputies of the NatIOnal Af­
{ernbly, had form(d tim plot before the 5th of OCtober J 7B9' 

That trial wa; conduCted III a firange manner, partly out of 

refptCt for the Royal FamIly, whl.:h ihll had fome heart> 

affeCtionately :;IttaLhed to It, and to the monarch\, and 

partly by reafon of the fears of the members of tlllS court. 

There was nov. 110 fafc:ty for any perfon who differed from' 

the opimon pf the frantic pop1.llace of PolUS. The duet 

points of accufdtlol1 were written in a fcbedllle whi .. 1) I, not 
publdherl, and the wltnf'lfe, \~ele ordcled to depofe OIl thefe 

in one general Yes or No; (0 that it i5 only the leaft im­
portant part of the evidence that has been printed. i am 

wen lIlformed that the whole of it is carefully preferved, and 

\V,U one dJyappell". 

In 
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In fuch a cau[e as thIS, we may be certain 
dw.t no ordinary perion would be rent. One of 
the deputies was Amelms, the next perCon in the 

'(K"der to Spartacus and Flulo. His worldly 

name was Johann. J. C. Bode, at Vveirulr, prj"y .. 
counfellor to the Pnnct> of Hdle·Darmftadt. 

(See Fragmentc del" BlOgraphie des 'imjlorbmes 

Freyhcrr Bode m WCliJwr, 1111/ ZliVCII(lJ!iXfll Ur­

kuuder,. 8'l,,·0. RlfJtrl. J 795. See alfo etldlichO! 
Shukfill! del Fre.Vn1{Jllrerey. 1794 j alCo Wtencr 

Zeltj~hrift fur I 793).-This perion has played a. 
pnnClpal part in the whole fcherne of IlIumin~­

tion. He w~s a perfoo of confiuerable and 
flwwy talents as a writer. He had great talents 

for convedativn, and had kept good company. 
\Vlth re/pea to his myfiical chalaCl:er, hi!> ("'\X­

perience wa~ great. fie was one of the Ternplar 
lVlafons, and dmong them wa':> Equcs a Ltlil$. 

(''ouvalIJUni. He had fpeculateu Hluch about the 

ongm and luftory of Matonry. and wh~n at the 
WIllemfbad conventIOn, W;lS converted to Illu· 
ffilnatJ[m. I-Ie was the great infbg<ltor of N lUO ... 

l:),i, Gcdicke, and Bdler, to the hunt utter Je .. 
tim,; whic1) to much oc(:upicd them, ;tIl,; H.g~ 

gefted to N Icholal his journey through Genll.l.ny. 
Leuchtfenrmg, whom I mentioned before, was 

only the letter-carrier vtween Bodt: and thefe 
three authors. He was juft fuch a man as 'Vei­
.lhaupt \V!filed for; IllS head filled with Maf.1Pi(,: 

fall,': '- lll, 
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fanaticl!I!1, attachwg lllfimLe lmpu'tance to the 
fnvohties of M~,ionry, ;w1d cngagc.:cl In an enthu­

fiafbc and ffUltld--" refc.rdl aitu It, ofigm and 

htft.ory. He k .. cl (ollctt~d, hO'AcYer, [uch a 
number of aKLI\iC5 (,l~ they WCle called) of 
Free M,doIllY, that he Jold 1m 1ll.1,I1U!LUpt to the 

Puke of Sx},.:c Gotha, (Illto whore ILfvlce WCt~ 

fhaupt cng.lgc:d hlmfdf wilen be \'.,15 drivcn from 
Bavaria), for 1500 cl.1hlers. Tim little, ~ncc­
cote thows the 111gb Importance attnbutl'd to 
thofe matters by pcrion~ of whom we lllOuld ex­

pea better tl1lngs. Bode \\ as alto a man: ~1ctcr­
mmed and vLOlcnt mateyiabH:. BcGdcs all theft: 

quahties., fo accl"ptable to the IlluminatI, he was 

a dlfcontcnted Templar Mafon, having been ;c­

pcatcdly dtfappotntcd of the preferment which he 

thought himfelf cntltlcd to. When he learned 
that the firft operatlolls of the III UIntllaU were to 
be the obt.:unmg the [ole cltrcctlon of the Maron 

Lodges, and of the whole Fratermty, IllS hopes 
revived of nfing to fame of the Commanderie:., 

which hi" enthuGafm, or rather fanatlcdin, had 

mauc hIm hope to fec one day regaIned by the­
Order .-but when he found that the next and 

f:lVourite object \\Ia~ to root out the So h'l Ob­

jt:rva;ri':' q.ltogether, he ftarted back. But PhilQ 

raw that the underftalldmg ({hall. we C.tllIt ?) that 

can be dazzled with one whim, may be dazzled 

w~1h ~nothcr, and he now attachtd him to IHu .. 
lninat dill. 
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rninatifm, by 3. magnificent difplay of a world 

ruled by the Order, and conducted to happinds 
by means of Liberty and Equality. ,This did 
the bufinefs, as we fee by the prIvate correfpond .. 

ence, where Philo Informs Spart:tcus of his firfl; 
difficulties with Amdius. Amelius was gained 
over in Au guil: I 782: and we fee by th~ fame cor~ 
refpondence, tbat the grcarcft aif:l.lrs were foon 
cntruihtd to hun-he was generally employed to 
deal with the great. When a Graf or a Baron 
was tq be wheecJled into the Ordu, Amelius 

was the agcnt.-He was al[o the chief opt'rator 
in all thelr cOQtdls with -the JefUlts and the Ro .. 

fycruClans. It was aHo Bode that procured the 
important acceffion of Nicholai to the Order. 
This he brought about th:-ough Leuchtft:nring; 
and lafily, h~s numerous connetbons among the 
Free l\1afon~, together WIth Knigge's tnflucncc, 

among them, enabled the Illummati to worm 
therr:.felves into every Lodge, and at lail gave 
them almoil: the entire command of the Fraternity. 

Such was the firft of the deputies to France. 
The other wns a Mr. Buifche, called 10 the Or • • 
der Bayard; therefore probably a man of re-
fpeCtable • charaCter; for moft of Spartacus'"$ 

names were fignificallt like his own. He was a 
military man, Lieutenant-Colonel in th(' fervice, of 
Heffe·Dnrmftadt. TlmmanaItowasadifcontentcd 

Tcmplar Mafon. and h1s name in that Fratewity 
h34 
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had been Equcs a FOllti&us Eiemt. He was illu­
mInated by Knigge. He had alio been Ul1fuc­

ccfsful both ,It (OUI t and IJ1 the fidel, 111 hnt Ii Pi 

whi.<-.h G.t\.l:J.t~on" he had been at tctl1.ptmg to m.3.k.;: 
a dlftll1£,uii1Jcd figure. He, a~ well as Bode, 

were immclfcd m dcbt~. They \V _re therefore 

jufl: in the proper tempc:r for CollEo-political 

enterprife. 
They went to P.1flS In the Clld of 1738, \\b11c 

the Notables WClC fittll1g, and all Paris was glv­
iljlg alhlce. The alarm that wa" ralit-d about 

AnImal Magnetlfm, W111Ch was mdecd makmg 

much noire at that t i!l1c'; and p<trtJ\_ ularly 11 \ P .1-

ris, was affigned by them a~ the great motl\"~ of 
the Jomney. Bode alia iJ.ld that he was an,(l­

OllS to lc:lrn what werl' the corrediom made 

()n the fyfl:em of the Clur .. 'a/tel ( Blenfmfml!.'. 

They had taken that 11,lme at fi Ii! , to fercen 

thcm[clves from the chargc:s agalIlfi: them under 

the name of Tcmpl.u s. They had correcrai 
fomething in thClr fyftem when they took the 
name PIli/aM/us. And now when the Sdutir .. " 
of the PIl1/akt/lt's were healed, and tbe Brethren 

a.galh umted under the name of Arms Remm, he 

f\lfpcCled that Je[Ults had intelferecl; anod becauic 

he had ~ard that the prinCIples of the Anm 
Relllus were very noble, he \nfhcd to be more 
certain thil,t they were purged of every thil1!l; 
JelUltic.al. 

1" 

The 
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The deputies accordingly arm·ed at Pari .. , amI 

tmmediately obtJ.JncJ :ldmI11ion mto tbde twO' 

Fraternitle~ N.. 1'11,-",' tcmnd hoth of them ill the 

npdr flate for IllumllMt ion, ll..1vl!1g. 1l1.l.ken off all 

the cabahfbcal, chemlc.tl, :lnu myfllcaI wllim~ 

tll.lt bad formerly ddlulbed them, "nLl would 

now take up too muc l) ofthctr time. They were 

now cu ttLVJ.tlCl); 1\ ith greJ.t 7( J.t the plulofophico­

pohtllai doctnnL" of 1I,11\ crt:d citl7i.::nllllp Their 

leadl'rs, to the numher of tlh'D!\" art:' men/ioned 

hyn'll1H:m theB'~rll!ll\1on:1.tflhnftf)r T785, ant! 

.tmong them are fcvu.tl of the fir11: acton: i[} . . 
the l'rcnch R(jvo1utwn. BLlt tIm I~ notllll1g dl-

!hncbvc, becJ.u{;; pcdi)J1'S t>f all o11JnlOns were 

Ma[om . 

.. Til prevent ,nterruptiolJ', I n,;lY Jl1lt mentlOll here 
the :mthontll> for tIm ,Hllllllt) dllJ L·)·Uj)tratloli uf ,the tWI» 

deplltH·~'. 

1. Eln ",vlClilJgn _4uffihlujs 1;~L'1 on 711, ~ ... v~nlf b,l.~"t1M 

Y,:,anlaffung .I" F,a,,;:;.V)'I,<T' Rca/wIOII, III the VIelma Zelt­

fchnft for 1793, p. 145. 
~. Endlrche Sluck/all dCJ Fr~y;naultr-O"lcrlI. 1 794-, P 19. 

3. Neutjle A,/mt.mg des SpmlnLUJ u"d Pllllo, J'.Iu1l"h, 1,9" 

p.15 1- I S4-
4. H!ftalrfihe NacH!lchll1l ",bu d,. F,aTk RevolutiOn 119',. 

_Jill GzrttJnJ1CI ;va> lor 

5. &voJllilOlJJ Almanachj"-, 1792.-4. GOl/l1lge1l, VlIT. IDe. 
6 Bryllagc zltr Blograpluc .!., verjlo,hrna F'ry-Hclr 'V • 

.Badl', 1794-
7· ll-Ingazin des LztaatUl et K'l1lji. for '792, 3 ..... 

,"c. &c. 

The 
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The Amis ReuJ1IS were little belnnd the IlIu .. 

minati in evt:ry thing that wa5 irreligiOUS and 

anarchical, and had no inclInatIOn f~ any of the 
formalities of ntual, &c. They were already 

fit for the higher myftelies. and only wanted to 
learn the methods of bufincfs ,vllleh had fucceed­
ed fo well In fpreading the1 r doctnrlcs and maxims 

over Germany. Betides, their doEtnnes had 

not been digdlcd Into a f) Rem, nor had the art­

ful method~ ofleading all the puptis frow bad to 

wurfe been prachlcd. Fef Illthcrto, c:>acL indi­

vidual had vented in tl1e Lodges his own opi­

niom, to unburden 1115· own mInd" and the Bre­

thren lifiened for infiruCllOfl and mutual encou­
ragement. Ther .:fUle, when Sp.utacus's p1.ln 

was communica.ted to t1lc111, they faw at onCf" It~ 

importance, in all lts branches, fuch as the uie 
of the 1\1.1[on Lodges, to fi01 for l\lInervals-the 

rituals and nnt. ~ to entice the young, and to 

lc.l.d thu11 by degrees to Opll!lon'> and mea[ure:'J 

winch, at !'irft fight, \\ould 11:1.\"(' thocked them. 

The firm hulu \\ Illcb is gut! en of th(.< pupils, and 

indred of all the mferlor claile" by their reports 
in the courie of their pletendetl tmil'lIng in the 
knowledge ofthemfdves and of other rtwn-and, 
above all, the: provincial arrangement of the Order, 
and the clc\ (!r iubordinatiou and entire dependence: 

On a. [ddt band or Pamlremonium at Pa.lis, which 

ihol.11d infpire and c.lircC't the whole . ..-I think,. 

(although 
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(although I have not expre(~ afreftions of the 
tad,) from the lubfequcnt condnE!: of the French. 

revolters, that e\.:n at tll IS early penod, there 

'were many in thole ilXletlC'l \' ho \\ere ready to 
go c\ c. y length propolt:d to tb.:m hy the lllu-
111ll1atl, fuch as the abulltlon uf loy;:dty, and 01 

LIt pllHleged ordcp" ,l~ lYI.tllt, by nature, the 
" nmh:1J.t 10,1 and lObbCI) ut I i'c P IcH:hood, t hI! 
1 )otll1g, (JUt of Chllft'~ld \. ,mel till: mtrodutbon 
.,f 1\t!lUll11, or a plllhlul';.'"li d'll11Cra WllLdl 
i hl~y \\llL to ull RclIi;ltl11 ,\Ill,lbl',tU h.lU often 

li,ullll d the l.lil bi,HlLh ot the lllul1lll1atcd pnn­

L Iplc~, and the. LOll \ crJ..I.utlls belLI at VerlaiUe.> 

durmg, tl.c a\\ ful p.lUle~ or til<: 5 th of Of.lober, 
;WhICh :lIe to be ll:en In the e\ Jdcncc before the 
Chatckt 111 the Ork.m') pr0cd~,) em hardly 

he fuppoleJ to be the f.lflllc" of J.1l :1cnucntal 

mob. 
Mirabc:1.u '.\ :1.", as I have j~Id, at tlw h'::.:lll of 

this democratic }J.lrt y, "nd Iud I cr.:atedly laid, 
that the only uft! of a Ktng \u, tu [CI\'C as a. 
pageant, 111 order to gi\c weIght to public mca­
iures in the opmion of the populacc.-And l\1r. 
Latocnaye fays, that this party was very nume­
TOUS, and that ImmedIately after the Imprudent 

,or madhke inVitation of every fcribb1cr in a gar­
ret to give hIS a,dncet the prty did not fcruple 
to fpeak th,::lr fentiments In publ1c, and that they 

wae encouraged m their encomiums on the ad-
• 

P< vantages 
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vantages 0f a virtuous repu'lJlican government 

by Mr. Necker, who had a moft extrav"lgant and 

chUdilb predtletb~n for the confbtution of Ge­

neva, the place of hIS nati'lty, and was a1[o 

much t1l1ged WIth the Cofmo-polItical phllofophy 

of the times. The KlOg'S brother~) and the 

Princes of the blood, prelcntec! a memorial to 

llis M:1Jcfty, which concluderl hy faying, that 
5' the effervctCence of the publIc o)1l11lOns had 

" come to {uch a height that tIle' l110ft dangerous 
cc prinCIples, Imported from forl;lgn part~, wen," 

'~avowed 111 pnnt WIth perf ... ft Il1lpdlllty-that 

"hi~ M'1Jd1y had unwarily en:::ouraged every 

.. fanatic to diaatc to him, and to [uread IllS 

" poifonous icnllment~, in \~ lllch the nghb of 

"the tluon.: were n0t only lhfrcfr efu'd, but 
.. ",ere e\cn difputed-that the rights of the 

.. higher clafies In the ftatc ran ,t great rilk or 
"being fpelchly fUl'Pl eifed, and th .... t not hing 
" would h1l1der the [acr ... d fight of property from 

« lx i ng C'fC JO.lg invaded, ;11](1 the unequal clif-­
f< tr ibution of \\ c .... .lth from being thcught a pro­

.. , .per fuhj /1: of reform." 

'\Then iuc I} was the ftate of thing" in Pal ii, it 
is plJ.l11 that the bufinefs of the German deputies 

would bc cJ.Gly tranfaacd. They WCfe r('cei\ eu 

with open arms by the Phdn/etiJcJ, the Arms d~ 

la r~,-it';, the Social Co1l1raf:f, &c. and in the 

cour[, of a very few weeks in the end of 1788'. 
and 
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and the beginning of .1 789, (that is, before the 
end of March,) the whole of the Grand Orient. 
including the Ph,lrJ!ethes, Anm Reums. Martmif­
tes~ &c. had the fecrets of HluminatlOn communi­

cated to them. The operatlOn naturally began 
with the Great National Lodge.. of Paris, and thofe 

in immediate dependence on it. It would alfo 
[eern, from many circumftances that occulred to 

my ob~rvation, that the Lodges in Alface and 
Lorraine were llluminated ·tt this time, and not 
long befor~, as I had imagined. StrJ.11mrg I know 

had been illumll1atcd long ago, willIe Plulo was 

;n the OrJcf.. A Clrcutufiance fink~s me tele 
as of[ome moment. The (cas of Plttlalethes and 

Amn Rewm were refinement'! cne;rafted on the 
fyfiem of the ene'iNdlcn BIClift. I '115 at Lyons. 
Such refinements never f.'ul to ',-: coniidered 
as a /ort of herd), and j he pro(dlor::, ,,rill be be­
held .... ith a Jealom and unfnendlyeye by fome, 
\\ho will priJe them{ehe~ on adherint1:o the old 
tJ.lth. And t11(; gl eater the [ucce[s 6f the h~re[ys 
the grcatLf \\ III be the anll1lOflty between the 
paltles.--M,ty not thl'> help to explain the mutual 

( . 
hiltrcu of th~ P . .mllans ::mJ the Lyonr.Ols, whicb 
produced. ,be moft dre'l.dful atrocities ever per­
petrated on the fa~ of the earth, and made 

a I1larnbki and a dekrt of the fineft city of 
France r 

The 
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The firil: proceeding by the :uhrice of the de ... 

puties was the formation of a PoIII ical Committee 

in every Lodge. This committee correfponded 
with the dlil:ant Lodges, and m it were dl1cuffed 

and it.:ttlcd all the poiltlcal principles v. hich were 

to be mculcated on the members. The author 
of the Neuejle ArbettulJg fays expreCsly, that" he 
" was thoroughly lIJil:rucrcd In tlus, that it walii 

" given in charge to thde commIttees to frame 

" general rule'>, and to carry througlt the great 
" plan (grand il?1Ivre) of a general 0. erturning 

" of relIgion and guverJll11ent." TIle princIpal 

leaders of the fuhfC!quel~t Revolut0n were mem­
bers of thefe commIttees. Here were th .. plans 

laid, and they were tranfnlltted through the king­
dom by the Correfpondlllg Committees. 

Thus \I, ere the il:upld Ban.nans (as the Fre!lch 

were once pleafed to call them) their inil:ructors 
in the art of overturning the world. The French 
were indeed the firfl who put it in practice. Thefe 

committees arofe from the Illup lmatl In Bavaria, 
who had by no means giVen (1\ a workmg, and 

thlife commIttees produced t'1- Jac0bm club. It 
is not a frIvolous remark, th if i he MaloDlc phrafe 
of the per[ons who willi tCl 'j ~ Irefs the. Brethren, 

" (F. S. Je demande fa par,", " v. hich the F. S. re­

" ports to the V. G. M. :l 1J '" lllCh he annOl'nces 
~, to the Brethren thus, " hies fi cres, frere td 

" demmui~ 
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" demmtde la parole, 10 parole lut ejl accord/e,") 
is exaCtly cOpied by the Jacobin Club. There is" 
furely no natural connecbon between Free Ma­
fonry and J acobmlirl1-but we fee the link-Illu­
minatllm.-

The office-bearers of onc of the Lodges of Phi­
lalethes in Pans were Martltl, lFt11ermooz, (who 
hall been deputy from the Chevalters BU:llfmJanu 
to tk VVlllemfbad Convention,) Chappe, jl,Imct1 

de la lletlrtel c, and Savatlr:r Je I' Ange". In an­
other(the C:JI1/1a8 SOllaJ) the I)ohticd.lCommittee, 

confifted of La FtJj'.:tte. COlliurrd, Pcthiolt, d'Or .. 

it:am, .11[;/ FJ.mtli01H, d'~'lt,~1I1Llt)n, Emf/v, Jl,lm-q. dt 

la !:Jail.:, J),lp, eJ~ilenil. TL\~ partl(uiJ.r Lodge h'l.d 
been foum1c,l and condutled by ()J1C 1).: Leu!1 {'~ 

an ad \-enturcr and cheat of tlJC' fidl l11.lg111t uue, 
who fometunes mad!.: a ;jgun:, .md •• l other tllnes 

W:J.', W:l:wut a 111l11mg. At t ill5 very tllne he was 
a fpy attached to th(,; ofiice of the IJoh.c of PJ.-

... ::\flnct \l'J' (I thinl,) at thl> tllIlC' c' l,b) cr. He wa~ (on 
of a lurv,eon at Ndnte,-robbed 1m. Luhel aJld fted-cn4fied 
III I Ic,jl.lJld-<ler~rte.l and \wcam<: fmu2,l',ler-was taken and 
bUIllt Jll the h:md-beLamc pia) tJ, :llld married an aCl:ref~­
then bCL.lllC pndl-and w", made D.OJOp of Nantc5 bltCou­
fiard III (lIh harge 0/ .l dLbt of 500 I. 1\1r. LJtoc.naye often 
f<lw COlllti.r(~ kneel to hIm for bmcd,{tlOlI. It L<lnnot be (up­
pofi:d that he was r.hlC 11 ve11fnrcd In 1m pontifical; In his na­
t,ve ell) -It fc(',n, :'IImlt, ~11'1('r, }5 tl c call of the children 
to a klllen-This wa~ prohibl'CJ at Nante~, and many per­
fons \\ hi.?ped for the lreedom ufed with his name. 

D:D 2. rit. 
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ris "'. The Duke of OrlCdltS was \Varden of the 
Lodge. The Abbe Su,es was a Broth~r Orator, 
but not of this Lodge, nor (I think) of the former 
It was probably of the one conducred by Mirabeau 
and the Abbe Perigord. But it appears from the 
piece from which 1 am at prefent borrowing, that 
Sic yes was prefent in the meetings of both Lodge~, 
probably as vifiting Brother, employed in bring­
ing them to common meafures. I mull ohfrrve, 
that the fubfequent conducr of [orne of there men 
does not Jull accord with my conJecrure, that the 
princIples of the IllWIlIrlJ.ti were adopted HI their 
full extent. But we kn~w that ali the Bavarian 
Brethren were not equally illuminated, and it 
would be only copymg their teachers If the cleH:r­
en of thcfe thclr fchobrs fhould hold a janElmn 
jatl.'iorum among thcmielvcs, without inviting aJl 
to the conference. Ob[er."e too that the chief 
leffon which they were now taking from the Ger­
mans was the method oj dow!; btifrneJs, of lllilnag-

• J am told that he now (or vel) latel) keeps the hc:.ft 
COmpilnY. and live, II1 elegance and "tnuelJ(:.e in London. 

'Augur,) h "1IO/'at&1, me,/tcus, mar;us. omnia nowt 

(J~'l"(ll'UJ ,ji,rl('ns, In call1n;Jr'.ffenJ, 111ltt. 

l'<ge!1Il"" wlo;r au.iaCla [erd,ta, )<rmo 

Prol1lptrlS.- Juvetlal. 

t All fnCllces a hunp;ry Fl'enchlll In knows. 
And b,d him ,g .0 hell-to hdl ho goes. 

J olm.foll'S 1'ra1Tfla!rol1. 

Ing 
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ing their eorreCponuence, and of prou.lring and 
traimog pupils. A Frenchman does not think 
that he needs mltruchon in any thing hkc prin. 

uplc or fClence. He IS reauy on all occalio~ to 
be the mlliuttor. 

Thus were the Lodges of France converteu in 
a very !hort time into a ret of fecret affiliated (0-

eiettes, correfponding WIth the mother Lodges of 
Pari~, receivi~g from t hence their prinCIples and 
inftrutbons, and ready to nie wp at once when 
called upon, to carryon the great work of over­

turning the fiate. 
Hence It has arifen tlht the Flcnch :lImed, in 

the very beginning, at overturnmg t1~ whole 
world. In aU the revolutions of other countries. 

the fchemes and plots have extended no flfthu' 
than the nation where they took thclf rile. But 
here we have {cen that they take in the v. hole 

world. They have repeatedly declared lhi~ in their 
mallifeftos, and they ha.ve declared It hy theIr (.on­
duct. Thi~ is the very aim of the Illunun.1.ti..­
Hence too may be explained how the revolutIOn 

took place almoll: III a moment in every part of 
• 

France. The reyolutionary focletlCs were early 

formed. and were worklllg 111 [CCrt:t before the 
opening of the National Affembly, and the whole 

nation changed, :ll1d changed agalll, and agam, as 

if by beat of drum. Tho[e duly initiated in this 
J..llyfreryof iniquity were ready every where at a 

D D 3 call. 
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Call. And we fc(! vVeifl13.upt'5 willi ~c('omplifl1ed 
in an unexpected degree, and the debates In a club 
giving laws to folemn affemblies of the nation, and 
all France bending the neck to the city of Pans. 
The mrmbers of the club are lllummatl, and fa 

are a great part of their cor~efpondents.-Each 
operates In the ftatc as a Mlnerval would do In the 
Order, and the whole goes on with fyllematic re­

gularity. The famous Jacobin Club wasJuft one 
of thofe Lodges, as has been already obferved; 

and as, among indIviduals, one commoniy takes 
the lead, and contnve5 for the reft, fa 1t has hap. 

pened on the pre[enl oecalion, 1h"t this Lodge, 
fupported by Orleans and Mirabeau, was the ~na 
that ftepped forth ano fhewed ltfelf to the world, 
.·.nd thus became the oracle of the party; and all 
the reft only echoed Its dlfcourfes, and at lail: al­
lowed It to give law to the whole, and even to 
rule the kingdom. It IS to be remarked too that 
the founders of the club at Mentz were Illumi­

nati, (Rtbg. ReJebozlz. ] 793. p. 448.) before the 
Rc\ olutlOn, and correfponded With another Lodge 
at Stlafburg; and thefe two produced mighty 
effe~1s durw~ the }rear 1790. In a performance 

calL --1' l<n;o;rtJ h?llhulrifS elf Cujline it IS laid that 
whel' that General was b..-:nd:'lt', 1'1~ courfe to Hol­
hnrl, the lllu1111l1:1tI ,1t Strafburg, \Vorms, and Spire 
immccl1atdy funned clubs, and invited him into 
~hlt quartet, and, by going to Mentz and en-

couragmg 
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couraging their Brethren in that city, they raifed 

a party aga.inft the garrifon, and actually deli~ 

vered up the plare to the French army. 

A little book, Juft nov. printed widl the title 

Parag;raphen, fays, that Zimmerman, of whom I 

have fpoken more th:m once, went to Franct to 

preach lIberty. He was cmplo) ed as a mif­

flonary of Revolution in AJt~ce, where he had 

formerly been a moil i~JLccHul nuffionary of I1Iu­

minatIfm. Of Ius former proceedmgs the follow­

ing is a cunous anecdote. He l.Onncebxllumfelf 

with a highly accomph(hed and beautiful woman, 

whofe cOl1WrfJ.tlOn hail fuch charms, that he 

-{a1~ !he gauied him near a hundled cunverts ill 

Spire alone. Some per[ons of high rank, and 

great extenor dignity of character, had felt more 

tender Impreilions-and when the lady ll1formed 

them of cntJ.lll confeq\lencc~ to tlll:ir Icputa~n. 

they were glad to COl1~poulJd matter» With her 

fnend Mr. Zimmerman, who either palfLll fr)r 
her huibancl, or took the fcandJ.l on himfelf. 

He made above 1500 LOUIS d'or5 in thiS way. 
1Vhen he returned, as a preacher of Revolution, 

he ured to mount tbe pulpit with a fabre ill his 

hand, and ba\-\ 1 Qut, "Behold, Frenchmen, 
~, this IS' your God. ThiS alone can [a1,e you." 
The author adds, thal wben Cufime broke into 

Germany, Zimmerman g<Jt admiffion to him, 

and engaged to dell\"er ManheIm into IllS hands. 

l> l> 4 To 
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To gain this purpofe, he offered to f~t (orne cor­

ners of the cit)' on fire, and aff'uwl h~l offup. 
port. Culline declined the offer.-Zimmerman 

a.ppeared againft him before the Revolutionary 

Tribunal, and accu(ed lUI11 of treachery to his 

caufe.-Cuftine's an[wer is remarkable. " Hard­

~c Iy," {aid he, "ha.d I fet my fool in Ger­

F~ many, when this man, and all the fools of his 

~, country, befieged me, and would IJa,,:e deli .. 

" vered up to me their towns and v;Uages­

'" \Vhat oGcafion had 1 to do any thing to Man­

" heim, when the Prince was neutral?" Zim­

merman found his full uccount in, Robefplerrc's 
bloody [way-but the (hort term of his atroc.iti~ 

was al[o the whole of Zimmerman's career. He 
was arreftecl, but again lIberated, and foon afta 
again impri[onecl, after which J can learn no mote 

of hIm. The [.,lme thing is poGtivelyafferted in 

another performance, called Cri dr: /(1 RatJon, 

and in a third, called Les JvlaJques arrachhs. 

Obferve too, that It 15 not the clubs merely that 
are accufed of this tn:achery, but the Illummati. 
D,: If! JvIit!tcne alfo, in his preface to the Jourllal 

de .p'~:diqJj( for 1790, fays exprefsly, that" the 

" caVe "I\d arms of France were powerfully 
'I fupponcd in Germany by a fed of philofo­

" phcrs \.alled the Illuminated." In th~ preface 
to the Journal fur 1792., he fays, that «Letters 

f' and deputations were received py the Atfem· 

" bly 
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" bly from fev~ral Correfponding Societies in 
J' England. feliCItating them on the triumph of 

"Rearon and Humanity, and prornifing them 

" their cordial affiilance." HI' read [orne of 

thefe manifeft05, and fays, that, .. one of them 

.. recommended ftrongly the political education 

~, of the children, who fhould be taken from the 
., parents, and trlUned up for the frate." An­

other lamented the bal~ful influence of property, 
faying that "the efforts of the Affembly would 

" be [ruitIc[s, till thc fence was removed with 

.. whICh the laws fo anxioul1y {ccured inordinate 

"wealth. ThH iliould rather be direCted to the 

tt'"[upport I)f talents and virtue; becau[c pro­

" perty would always fupport itfelf by the too 
" grt>at influence which it had in every corrupted 

~'ftate. The Jaws fhouJd prevent the too grea.t 

" accumulation of it in particular families."-­
In iliort, the counrd was almoft verbatim what 

the Abbe Coffandey declared to have been the­

doCl:rine preached in the meetings of the Illumi­

nati, which terrified him and hiS colleague~, and 
made them quit the Aifociation. Anacharfis 

• 
Cloot", born in Pruffian Weftphalia, a keen ·ll-

luminatus, came to Paris for the exprcJs pur­

pole of forwarding the great work, and by in­

tngumg In the fiyle of the. Order, he got hUl1felf 
made one of the Reprefentatlves of the Nation. 

FIe feems to have been one of the completefi fa-
natics 
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natics in .Cofmo-pohtlfill. and Jlffi. {ueh a tool as 

Wei£haupt woukl choofe to employ for a coarre 

and arduous job. He broke out at once into all 
the filly extravagance of the unthinking herd, 

and his whole lang,uuge iSJuft the,largon of Illu­
mination. CltlZl:n of the world---Liberty and 

Equahty, the Imprdcnptibic Rights of Man­

Morality, dear Morality-KIngs and Priefts are 

ufelcfs things-they are Defpots ar.d Corrupten, 

&c.--He declared 11lmfelf an atbc)ft~ and zea.­
loufly bbourcd to haye athellm eftabhfhed by 
Jaw. He con,Ju.."ted that farcical procelIion In 

the true {lyle of tlK mdft Childl01 ritual of Philo, 

'Where counterf\:,ted deputies from all quarters 

of the world, in the drdfes of theIr countries. 

came to congrat ulate the natIOn for its vltl-ory 

()V~~ Kmgs anJ Pnefis. It is .tIfo worthy of re­

ma.rk, that by tius tlmc Lcuchtfenrmg, whom 

we have feell fo zea.lous an I1lumi111ltltS, after 
llaving been as zealous a Protefiant, tutor of 
:Pnnce~, Hofi-ath and Hofmeifter, was now a 

iecretary or derk in one of the Bureaus of the 

National Al1cmbly of France. 
~I may add as a fimfhmg touch, that the Na­

tieoal Al1embly of Fra.ncc was the ol)ly body of 

men that I have ever heard of who openly and 

fyftematically propored to employ afiaffinatlOn, 

md to inflitute a band of patnots, who fuould 

c.xcfClfe thIS profeffion either by {word, pifio], or 
poiion ;-
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pOIfon ;-and though the propofal was not t'arriod 

into execution, It nught be confidered as the lenti­

mcnts of the meeting; for it was only delayed till 
it 010uld be confidered how far it might not be 
imprudent, becau[c they might expect repriiab. 

The Abbe DubOIs engaged to pOlfon the Comtc 

d' ArtOls; but was lWnfelf robbed and poiloned 

by hIS accomphces.-There were thong rea[ans 

for thinkIUg that the Emperor of Germany was 
pOlioned-and that Mirabeau was thus treated by 
hIs pupil Orlcans,-alfo Madame de F.wr:1S and 
her lon.-This was COpylOg the Illuminati very 

carefully. 

After all there particulars, can any perfon 

have a doubt that the Order of Illummati for­
mally lllterfercd in the French RevolutIOn, and 

contnbuted greatly to ItS progrcfs ~ There IS no 

denyUlg the infolence and opprcffion of the 
Crown and the Nobles, nor the uJile!y and 

~aveTy of the peepl'(', nm that there w~r\: fufiiClent 
prOYOcatlOn and caule for a total change of mea~ 
[ures and of prInCIples. But the rapidIty With 

which one OpllllOll w.a~ declared in eYeI y cor· . . 
ner, and that opwion a~ qUickly changed, and 

the change) announced every where, and the per­

fecr conformity of the prInCIples, and fame­

nees of the language, ev~n ill arbitrary tnfies, 

can hardly be eXfilaIDed III any other way. It 
may indeed be {,ud "que les beaux gem.:s fe ren· 

" cOJltreJlt,-that wlt~Jump. The pl'1ncljJic~ are 
.. the 
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" the fame, and the conduCt of ,he Fiench has 
" been [ueh ;l.S the Illuminati would have exhl­

•• bIte-<! ; but this is all-the Illummati no longer 

.~ exifted." Enough has been [<lid on this laft 
point already.-The faCts are as have been nar­
ra.ted. The lllulTImati continued as till Order, and 

even hdd affembLies, though not fa freq11ently 
nor 10 formally as before, and thougl, their Art'v­

pagtls was no longer at Munich. But let us hear 

what the French themfeJves thought of the 

nutter. 
111 1789, or the beginning of 1790, a 1I1a11if410 

u 
wasfmtfrom the GRAND NATJO~:AL LODGE Jar 
Free Mrfons ((0 it i~ entitled) at PariJ,jiglted by 
thf? DT/Ae rf Orlt'a1U as GI and lvfafler, addl1Jcd 
and font to the Lodges iJl all the II'[pcllllblc nti':J if 
Eltrope, e.'(honmg them 10 Tmite for the fllpporl oj 
the FI ench Revolt/tlon, to g flin 11 frtmds, difend,;r", 

and dependents; fllId oCiordmg ;0 their opportllm­

tics, and the pral71cabi!t~y of the thing, to krndk 

and lJYopagate thc /pirit of re'l}olrdto~t throug hall 
laHds. This l~ a moft import.mt article, and de­
fer,vcs a very fcrious attention. 1 got it firft of all 
in a work called, Hochfie wichtige Erbutelllll­

le11 zur rechtiJl ZeIt uber emize der allerern­

flhafteflen Angd.:xmlmten ditjes ZeitalterJ, VOIL 

L. A. HoiJmann) VIenna, 1795 1If. 

* Moll important Mernornndum5, in proper SCilfon, con­
cerning ,one of tHe moil fenOlls Occurrences of the prefent 
Age, by L.A. Hoffmann, VIenna, 1795'. 

The 
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The author of this work fays, "That every 
•• tlung he advances in thefe m~mornndums is 

"contiftent with hl~ own pcrfonal knowledge, 

" and that he is ready to give convIncing proofs 

" of them to any refpeB:ablc perfon who will 

.. apply to hun per[onally. He has already given 

f< fuch convincing documents to the Emperor, 
., and to feveral PI mccs, that many of the machi­

" nation.., occafioned by this mamiefto have been 
.. dctcEted and t1:opped, and h,. would have no 
.. fcruple :l.t b) mg the whole before the public, 
,. (hJ it not unavoilhb]y invoh.e fevera! worthy 
.. 1)::1 fons \\ ho. !Iad fuffered themCelvcs to be 
~~)il1ed, :mJ [,e,Htdy repented of their errors." 

I Ie IS oJ.turally (bemg a CatholIC) very fevere 

on the l>rotcthnt5, (and mdeed he has much 

rCJ.fc'I1,) .:lnd by tlllS has lfrawn on huufdf many 

bItter retorb. He iJu~ ho\w'ver defended him­

fdf ag:l.Inft all that are of any conreguen<.c to hii 
good n:1.l11C and vcr.lclty, 10 a manner that fully 

conYinc~s any impartLaL reader, and turns to the 
confufion of the llanderers. 

Hoffmal1n fays, that "he raw forne of th,!fe 

" manifcft05 ; that they wer~ not all of one tenor. 

" fome beliig addreifed to iflt:nds, of whore lup­
" port they were already atfured .... One very im­

port~nt article of their contt!lts is EON/ejt e:dona­
tIOns to fjiablifo ;11 every quarter flu it /choO!J of 
p"lttlcal edzt rattOn, find /choo1! for tIll pztbIJc eJu(IJ­

firm of the thiidren ojzhe feopJe, under the d.:1ilon 
of 
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tf welt-principled majlers; and offers of pectnttary 
qjli/hmce for this purpoJe, and for the encoul age­

ment rif wrtiers in favour of lite Revoluttolt, and for 
indemnifying the patriotIC bookftllers 'lulto jiqfer by 
theIr endeavours to fupprejs publictJltons whzch have 
an opprfite tendency. vVe know vel y well tbat the 

irnmenfe revenue of the Duke of Orleans was fcat­
tered among all the rabble of the Pa/azs Royal. 

Can we doubt of it!> bcmg employed in tIm man­

tler? Our doubts muft val1lib, when ',ve tee that, 

not long after this It wa~ publIcly ['ud 111 the Na­

tional Affembly, '. that tim method wa.s the moll 
" effeCtual for accumr)ldhlng th<;lr purpole of {Ct­

" tmg Europe in a fi.l,m~." "But mu::h 'ex­
" pence." fays the fpciJ '.cr, "Will attl.!nd Ji, amI 
" much has alr('ady been employed, winch can­

" not be named, becau~ It IS gl\ I..n m fccret." The 

Aifembly had given tho;. IUUmll1atlOll war-hoop­
" Peace wtth cottages. blit war wltlt pa/aces."-I\. 

p~uvotr rC'I)l)/utl01lflatr.' i!> mcntwned, whIch fuper­

fede, all narrow thoughts, all ties of mOlalIty. 

Lequinio publiihes the moil: deteftablc book that 

eyer dfued from a printmg prefs, Les Prejuges 

vainC1ls, containing all the prInciples, and ex­
.prcfied in the :very words ofIllumin:ltilrn. 

Hoffmann fJ.Ys, that the French Propaganda 
llad many emiftaries III VIenna, and many friends 

whom he could point out. Miraheau in par­

ticular had $1lany conneCtions in Vienna, and to 

tIle certain knowledge of Hoffmann, carned on 
a great 
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a' great correfpondence in cyphers. T~ .pro­

greis of JIlunllnation had been ve"y great in 
the Auihian States, and a fiatefman gave him 
accounts of thetr proccedlflg~, (qui font redrfj}'er 
II's cheveux,) whlch makes one's hair ftand on end. 

" I no longer wonder," fays he, " that the Neuejle 
" Arvel/uJtt des Spa} !NUS 1md Philo was forbtd­

"den. 0 ye :!11nighty Illuminati, what can vuu 

" not accomphfh by j0ur ferpent-like infinua­

« tion and cunnmg I" Your leaders ("iY," This 

" book IS dangerous, becaule it WIll teach wicked 

" men the moft refined methocb of rebdJioll, and 

" it muft nevar get mto the hamh of the COI11-

~moll p.::op!" They have [::l.ld fo wIth the moil. 
" impudent face to rome Pnnce~. who did not 

.. perceive the deeper-laid rcafon for fupprdling 

" the book. TlIe leaclers of the lI/lIm!ll{ltl are, 

H not without reaLon, in ~nXlCty, left the infe­

.. nor cla{rc~ of theIr own SOCIety filOUld make 

" Juft repn{.tls tor having been Lo bafely tricked, 

" by keepll'~~ them b:H.:t, and In profound igno­
" fa-nce of theIr real defigns; and for workll1g 
" on th(':111, by th" very goodnefs of thclr hea;ts. 

" to their final fUlll, and left the Free Marom, 
" \V hom they have al[o aburcd, {hould think of rc­

" venglng thcmfelves, when the matchlefs villany 
" of their deceivers has been [0 clearly expo["d. 

" It is in vain for them to t,llk of the danger of 

.. inftrueting the people in the methods of fo-. . 
" mentmg 
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ee menting rebellion by tillS book. The aims 

"are too apparent, and even in the neighbour­

"hood of Regenfburg, where the fircngth of 
~. the Illumtnati lay, every perron Laid aloud, that 

" the Illuminatlfm dlfcovered by this book was 

" High Trea[on, and the moll: unheard-of at­

•• teltlpt to annihilate every religion and every 

"l.iVll government." He goes on: " In 1790 
,. 1 was as well acquainted wIth the [pmt of the 

N Illumination-fyftem as at prefcnt, but only not , 

" fo documented by thelf conftitutional att~ as it 

" is now by the N.:u~/le ArbetLlmg des Spartac1!s 

" ulld Philo. My IVlaf~nic conne{hons were for-

.. merly cxtenfive, and my publication entltfeo 

H EIght! en Paragraphs (o1lce! nmg Free Jo.la/,nr.y, 

" procUled me man; acqu:lintance with Free l\fa-
.. fons of the greatefr worth, and of IllllmmatJ 

" equally upright, per[ol1s of refpectablhty and 

" knowledge, who had d,fcoverec1 and repented 

~, the trick and lI1veigling conduct of the Order. 

" All of us jointly [wore- oppofi Hon to the I1lumi-

" nati, and my fnends ('on{\dered me as a pro-

" per inftrument for thio purpofe. To whet my 
"zeal, they put papers into my hands which 

" made me fuudder, and ralfed my dlthke to the 

" hig,hdt pitch. I rt>ceived from them lifrs of the 

" members, anrl .1mong them raw names which 

" I lamenled exceedingly. Thus ftood matters 

" in 1790,. W}len the Flcnch Re\"olution began 
" to 
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" to take a ferious turn. The, mtelligent raw l.n 

" the open i)'ftcm of the J:tcobins the complete 
~, hidden fyil.em of the IIIumillati. We knew 

" that tl1l5 fyftem included the whol~ wurld in 

" its alms, and France was only the pbcc of its 

"firft explofion. The Propagand:\ works in 

" every corner to this hour, and lts emiifaries 

.. run about In all rile four quarters of the wodd. 

<, and al'e to be found In numbers in eycry city 
« tklt is a feat of go>,crnment.'· 

.. He t:ll·tlter relates how they III Vienna 

" wanted to en]ii1 hlln, :lnd, as tlus failed, how 

., they have I!.buicd 111m even m tbe foreign 

" ncwfpapers. 

" I have perfon.ll knowledge (continue, he) 

'"' that in Germany a [econd Mlrabeau, Mauvi!­
"lon, had propoird in detail a plan of re\'olu­

H tlOn, entirely and prcctfeIy Cuilt:J t'J the prcfent 

" I1..ate of Germany. Tim he cin-:ulatcd among 

" [everal Free M lfon Lodges, among all the Illu­

.. , l111nated Lodges which mIl remlined in Ger­

" many, and through the hands of all the emil:' 
'-' [aries of the Propaganda, who had been ~l­

" ready difpatched to the frontiers (vorpojlen) of 
'" every dill:riEt of the empire, with means for 
.. frirnng up the people." (N. B. In 1792, Mau~ 
villon, finding 4bundant (upport and encourage­

lDent in the uI!pearance of things round him, 

when the Fremh arms ha.d penetrated every ., 
J;. E where, 
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where, an~ thf'ir inntal10ns to revolt had met 

with fa hearty a l~eception from the difcontented 

in every ftate, came boldly forward, and In the 

BrunfwlCk Journal for M.uch 1792, declared that 

., he he.utlly rejoiced in the Frene:l Revolution, 

" wifhed it all [uccer<;, and thought him[elf bable 

" to no rerroach when 11f' dechrcJ his hope~ 

~, that a fimlL1.r revolution \\ould fpeedily takl! 

" pld.ce in Germany.") 

tn the Hamburgh Political Journal, Auguft. 

St:ptembcr, and October 1790, there ar~ many 

proofs of tLe machinat'on') of emi1Emes frL)m the , 
lYfaJoIl Lodges of Paris among the German F~e 

Ma[ons-Sec pages 836,963, 1087, &c. Jt ap­

pears that a club has taken t.!le name of PI uj>a­

landa, and meets once a week at leaft, in tIle f01 m 

of a Maron Lodge. It con[11l5 of perfons of all 

nations, and is under the direction of the GranC 

Mafter, the Duke of Orleans. Dc Leutrc is on~ 
of the 'Vanlens. They have diVided Europe 

into colonies, to which they give revolution:u y 
names, [uch as the Cap, the PIJ,e, the Lan/em, 
&c:, They have minifters in thefe colonies. (One 

.is pointed out in Saxony, by ma.rks which I pre­

fume are well underftood.) A [eecd prefs wall 

found in Sdxe Gotha, furni{hed with German 

types, whIch printed a ferlitious work called the 

']ottrIJa1of Humanity. This journal was found tn 

tlle momings lying ill the ftreeti. and hIghways. 
2 T~ 
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The houfe belonged to an /lliUJlllJatzfS of the name 
of Duport, a poor ichoolmafl:er-hc \I."as aKo­
ciated wIth another 10 Stl.l}bllre;, who was alfo an 

llillmillatuf --His name was Meyer, the wnterof 

the Strafburg N ew[pdper. He had been forne 
time a teacher ill Salzmann's academy, who we 
fee was all0 ;111 //hllll1itaI1lf, but dlfpleafed with 
their procecd1l1go ~1I~1oft at the firft. (Private 
Corr~jp()ndcncc ) 

" I hav> perfanal knowledge, (continues Pro .. 

" fdror Hotfmann,) t!J:tt 111 J 791, dUring the 
" temporary dearth ai V lcnna, leveral of there 
-- cmi!f<lnes ~scrc huiy in corrupt 109 the mmds 1)f 
" the puo., by tellll1g them t11.lt 10 hke manner 
« the court h:ld ?.produccd ,l famine in Paris in 

"1789. I detected (ome of the"l, and expofed 
" thcm in my P,]l} lotl( R<'ll1arAJ on the prifeu! 

" Dem th, and had t.he iJ.tlsf,\C'bon of feeing my 
" emleaY<lUrs of confiderablc effeCt." 

Surely thcre f.lCts ihow that the Anardllfl:s of 

France knev" of the Germ 'n Illumi. J.tl, and can· 
fideJ In their [ <['port. T, > ,t10, ,~ne', to what 

particula. Lodge~ they could addrefs them£l:Jves 
WIth fafety and c"nfidcnce.-But what need is 

there of more ;:I'-gumt'nt, when we know the zeal 

of the Illuminati, and lil':! unhoped-for opportu­
nity tpat theRevolution had given them of actlng 
with immediate cffed: in carrying Go their great 
and darhng work? Can we doubt tIEt they 

E E 2. would 



4Z',) THE FRENCH Rl.VOLUTIOW. CHAP. IV. 

would eaged~r put their hand to t1 e plough? 

And, to complete the proof, do we not know from 
the hfls found m the tecret corrcfpondence of the 

Order, that thty already had Lodges in Fran(.c, 

and that in 1790 and 1791, many ,lluminated 
Lodges In Germ:my, VIZ. at l\1:entz, \711 orm~, 

Spire, Frankfort, actually interfered, and pro­

cluccd glent ef.lcb. In SWItzerland ton tbey were 

no leis active. They had Lodges at Geneva and 

at Bern. At Bern t~o Jacobins" ere Centenced to 

feveral year~ ll11pnlr)l1l11ent, and among theIr pa­

pers \\ue founcl theIr raltnts of Illummation. I 
a110 fcc the late of Gene,'a a,fcnbed' to the o} e­
ratI0ns of 1l1umin,ltl rcfidlllg there by te,-era} 

writer~-partlcularly by Glrtl\W1er, and by tLe 

Gottmgen eUltor of the RevolutIOn Almanac. 

I condude thIS article with an extract or two 

from the proCl.edmgs of the NatIOnal Aifcmbly 

and ComentlOn, which nuke It eVident that theIr 

pllnClples and thcu rracbce arc preCifely thole of 

the 1Il uminatl, on a great [calc. 

\Vbcn the ailumptlOn of the Duchy of Savoy 

as :lI1 34th Department was debated, Danton fald 
to tht' Convent lOn, 

" In the moment that we fend freedom to a 

., nation on our frontier, we muft fay to them, 

" " You muft have no more KlI1gs"-for if we 

~, are furrounded. by tyrants, their coahtion puts 

~'our rwn freedom In dall{?;er.-\Vhen the 

" French 
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" French natIOn (ent U~ hither, it created a great 

" c;oml11 I ttee fot the general in! urrection of the 
" people.." 

On the I 9th of N ovembCl 1792 it was decreed, 
"That the Convention, in the nanle of the 

" French nation, tenders help and fraternity to 

<i all people who would recover their liberty." 

On the 21 fI- of November, the Prefident of the 

ConventIOn {aid to the pretended deputIes of the 

Duch}' of Savoy, " Repn-Ientatives of an inde~ 

"pendent people, important to mankind was 

"the day v. bell the NatIOnal ConventIOn of 
"France J.Jronouncet! Its ftntencc, .Roval dJg1Jily 

" IS 1I1Iol:/hcd.-From that day man)' n:ttiom will 

"lD future reckon the era of theu' political ex~ 
u I((ence.-Frofll the beginning of cIVil dlJ.b!t{h~ 

.. m<'nts KlI1gs have been In OppolitlOIl to theU' 
"natlons-but now they nfe up to annihIlate 

" KlllgS. -Reafon, when file darts he; f'YS mtll 

«e\Try corner, lays open eternal truths-She 

" alone enables us to pals fcntence on defpots, 

" hItherto tbe [care-crow of other natlOn~." 
But tIle moil ddtinCt: exlllbitlOn of pnnCiple 

is to lit> {een in a report (rom the dlploll1at-Ie 

committee, who were commiffioncd to dehberatc 

on the conduCt whIch Franee was to hold with 

othLY natIOns. On tl.;5 report was founded tile 

decree of the 15th of Dccernber 1793. The R~­

porter addretfcs the Convenrioll as follows: 
);; E 3 " The 
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" The Committe:cs of Finance and "-yVar aik in 

" the b~ginning, Wbat is tbe object Jf the war 

''" which we have taken in hand ~ \Vithout all 

" doubt the objeCt is THE ANNIHILATION nt' 

" ALL PRIVILEGES, WAR '''''I TIl THE PALACr:S, 

I' PEACE WITH THE COTl AGES. Thefe are the 

"principles on whIch your d,,;/aratlOn of u'ar is 

"founded. All' tyranny, all privIlege, IDuft be 

" treated tts an enemy In the countries where we 
., fet our foot. ThIS IS the genuine relult of our 

"prinClples.-But It is not with Kings alone 

" that we are to wage war-were thefe our [ole 

" enemle5, we fhould onry have to bring down 

-, ten or twelve he?ris. We have to fight Wlt'l 

"all their accomplices, wIth the privileged or­

" ders, who devour and have opprdfed the people 

.. during many centuries. 

" We muft therefore declare ourleh-es for a 

"revolutionary power in all the countllcs mto 

" w1Jich we entcr-(Loud apphufes from the Af­

I< fembly)-Nor need we put on the doak of hu­

"manity-wc dl1cbinfuchhttlearts.--\Ve mull 

" clot,he ourCdves WIth all tbe brilliancy of reafon, 

" and all the force of the nation. We need not 

" maik our principles-the dclIlot~ know them 

"already. The firft thing we muft do is to ling 
., the alarum bell, for infurr('Ction and uproar.­
" We muft, in a [olemn manner, let the people 

~, fee the banifilm!nt of-their tyrants and privi-
H leged 
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u legcd ca£l:s-otherwift", the p{'''Ople, accufiomed 

" to their fetters, .vdl not be. able to brqk their 

'" bond~.-lt will effect nothlOg, merely to excite 

" .1. nfing of the people-till' would only be giv­

" 109 tllem words, lllftead of itandmg by them. 

" And finee In this manner, we ourfdves arc 

" the Revolutionary Admll1Iibation"all that is 

" ag:llnfr the: llghts of tte people mufr be over­

" thro.wl1, at our clltry-\Ve mult dlfpl.lY our 

.. prinCiples by actually ddhoying all tyranny; 

" amI our general", after havlOg ch:1icd away the 

" tyrants and their (atdhtes, muit proclaim to the 

" people tha$ they havc-brought them happine1!'; 

.. and then, on the fpot, they muit Cupprefs tithe5, 

•• feudal rights, and every fpecles of fervitude." 

" But we 1hall have done notillng d we ftop 

"here Anftocracy ftIiI domlOeer~-we mult 
£. then:Jore (uppn..i; all authontles eXlfung in the 

" hands of the upper cl::dfcs.- \Vllen the Reva­
" lution.lry Authority appears, there mufl: no­

" thlJ1g of the old dtabhihmcnt remain.-A po­
" pular fyftem muft be mtroduced-every office 

" muit bl.: occupied by new funcnonanes-and 

" the S:ms Culottes muii every where have a'lliarc 

" m the Admmlftration. 

" Stlll nothing is done, till we declare aloud 

" the trelijiolL of our pr:nclplcs to fnch 3.S want 

" only J. half {reedom.-\Ve muft fay to them­
" Ii you think of compromifi~ with the privileg­

~'ed cafl:~. we cannot [uffer fuch deaMng with 

EE4 " tyrants-
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" tyrants-They arc our enemies, and we mllfl: 
" treat them as enemies, becau(e they are neither 

"for Liberty nor Equality .-Show YOllf(d,~s 

" difpofed to receive a free confrltution-,wd the 

" ConventIOn will not only fiand by 'VOll, but \\ III 
" gi\-e you permanent fupport; we Will defend 

"you a!¥lUil: the vengeance of your tyrants, 

" againft their att1c\...5, and ag~ll11ft their return.­
" Therefore abolilh from among you the .Noble~ 

" -and every ecclefiafiical and nlllitary incor­
" porat ion. They are \l1comp.1.tlble with Equ;,J.h­

" ty.-Henceforward you arC' cltIzens,.:I.1I equal 

" in right~-equally calred upon tp rule, to de­
., fend, "and to ferve your country.-The agl"rits 

" of the French Repubhc will ll1ftruC'c and a~ill 

" you in forming a free confbtutlOl1, and aifu;e 

" you ofhappinef~ and fraternity." 
This Report wa<; loudly applauded, and a de­

cree formed 111 prl;;C11e confon11lty to It., pnnCl­

plcs.-Both wele ordered to be tr.lIlflated 1I1to 

all language~, and copic,> to be furmlbed to 

th(;ll" generals, wIth orders to h.lVe tlJem care­

fully difperled III the countnes whICh tbcy 

ll1\"uded. 
And, in completion of there decrees, their 

armies fo~m j it eary to collett as many dlkon. 
tented or worthle{s per[om In any country a~ fuf­

ficed for fcttlng up a tree of liberty. This they 

beld as a fufficient call for their Interference.­

Some t~mes tbey performed this ("el~mony then1-
[elYes ...... 
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{elves-a reprc{entat ion was eafily made up ill 
the faIlle ~ay-and then, under the name of a 

free confbtullon, the natIOn was forced to acqui­

clt.e III a form dictated at the POlot of the bayonet~ 

ill whIch they had not tbe finallefl: lIberty to 

choofe-and they were plundered of all they had, 

by way of compen(ttlllg to France for the trouble 

ihe had takcn.-And this they ca.1l Llbcrty.-It 
needs no comment.-

Thus have I attempted to prnve that the prt"­

fent a.wful fltuatlOn of Europe, and the general 

iermlntatioll of the publIc mind in all nallons. 

h,l\(' not beel,1 altogeth~r the natural operation! 
or lli[conrlnt , opprdlion, and moral corruption, 

although there have heen great, and have ope­

rated WIth fatal energy; but that this political 
[bTl" 11.l5 ['('cn carefully and f},(temattc,1lly height. 

cued by bndl-:~ of men, \\ JIG profdfcd to be the 

phyliciam of the State, and, while their opt'J1 

pratbce employed cooltng mediCInes, and a treat­

ment whICh alJ appr(ln'd, admlmftcred in recret 

the moil: Illfbml11atory ]lOli<m" whICh they made 
up to as to fic1tter the dtiealed fancy of tbe p ltient • 

• 
Although tlll'; wa~ not 1. plan begun, can led on, 

and completed by t he fume perion<;, 'l was un­

d:mbtedlyan untfOrl11':'1d conf:[1-ent fc..hcmc, pro­

ceeding, on t he fame UI1..,,1.1 ied l'rincip!e, and 

Fran.:e undOtlbtedly now finarts under all the 

'I'Ioes of Germw Ilh1l1lll1atlOn. 
I beg 
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I beg leave to Juggdl: a few tnougllt~, WhJC:l 
may enable us to draw rome J.dYJ,ntagc from tlll:' 
thocklllg mafs of mformatlon. 

Genet al RqjldJ iOn!. 

I. " I may obferve, in the fir! place, and T beg 

it may be particularly attended to, that m all 

thore vdlanous machtnatiom agamfi the peace of 
the world. the attack has been firft made on the 

prioclples of MOrJ.lity and Rdlg~on. The con­

fpirators taw that tIll there are extIrpated, tl7(:'~' 

have no chance of fuccc[~; and theIr In:1.f1m r o[ 

proceeding fhews tl1J.t they t.onfid~r Rcllg:OI1 

and Morality a~ 1llfcparably connected tage'LI.el. 

\Ve learn much from tllls-FaJ qft et ab IUl/!t: d~­
co i.--Thcy endeavour to dcftroy our rdlgi­
eus fentll:nents, by ti, (t corrupttng, our nlorab.­
They try to mflamc our paffions, that whl:n the 
demands from tillS quarter bct.Ol11c urgent, til(; 

rdlr:unts of ReligIOn may Immediately c('me in 

fight, and iLmd In the way.-They are careful, 

on tim oecaGon, to glYC [uch a view @f rhoic re­
fhall1t~" tlnL the real origin of them doeo. not 

appear.-"\Ve .1fe m:l.cle to bdlLve that they have 

been altogi..lher the conlln,mce of pnefis ant} 

dcCpots, III order to get the command of U5.--

They 
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They take care to fupport thefe aff'ertiolls by 
fatts, whidl, to our great Iha 11e, and greater 

misfortune, ar.: but too numerous. Haying, now 

the paffions on their fide, they find no (hili .. 

culty 1TI perluadmg, the vnlupttlary, or the <.hfcon­

tented, that "yranny al'1:ually exerted, or Ietolved 

on In future. IS the fole origin of religious rc­

ftraint. He feeKs no further argument, and 

gIves himfelf no trouble to find any.-Had he 

~xamined the matter wIth any C:lre, he would 

find hlmfelf Juil brought back to thole very feel. 
ings of moral excellence and moral depr:1.Vlty 

that he willlcs to. get rid of-altogether; and theCa 

~urd tell h lin j hat pure Religion docs not lay a 

finb1e rcftraint on us that a noble nature would 

not ha\e l:lld on Itfelf-nor enjOlns a lingle duty 

whICh an ll1gt'nuoU5 and warm heart would not 

be ~(hal1l('Ll to hnd Itfelt Jcfiu~nt in. He would 

then fee th:ll all the [anctions of RcbglOn are filted 

10 hIS lugh rank III the lc.lk of exifl:ence. And 

the n10r.: he cOlltemplatt'') hi~ future profpeCts, 
the male tile} brIghten UPOQ hiS View, the more 

atLlinabic they appear, and the more he IS able 
• 

to know what they may probably be. Havmg 

attamed t~lS" h.1PPy ftate of mind (an attamment 

jn the power of any kmd heart tllat IS in carneft 

in tl.-!e enqmry) he wIll thmk that no pumfh. 

J!lent is too great for the unthankful and grovel-
in,a 
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ing foul wInch can forego {uch hopes. and reject 

thefe noble proffers, for the compar2.tlVeiy fri­

volous and tranfitory gratIfication'> ')f hfe. He is 

not frightened mto worthy and virtuous conduct 

by fears of fuch merited puniOlment; but, if not 

enticed into it by 1115 Il1gh expectations, he IS, at 
leaft, retained in the paths of virtue by a kind of 

manly {hame. 

But all thi~ is o'v-erlookeu, or is kept out of 

fight, in the inftruEtiom of Illuminatitiu. In 

thele the eye muft be kept always direCted to 

the De{pot. ThIs is the bugbear, and every tiling 

is made to connea whit ple[ent,or futur~ tyraf'lly 
and oppreilion - Therefore RelIgIon is hel~ 0/[ 
as a combll1ation of terrors-the Inwntiol1 of the 
fiate-tools, tlle priC£h.-But It is not eary to fldk 

the fuggeftlom of NJ.ture-therefore no paID'> 
arc {pared [0 keep tbt'tn dO\"n, by cncrcaGng the 

uncert:lInty and doubts \dlldl arile Jll the courlc 

of all fpcculatlOJ1S on luch fi.:LJcCls. Sud} chili. 
cultles occur m all Ill1l1tlfic ddCuffiom.-HLrc 

they muil be numerous :lnd embarraffing-for ill 
this enQt1liY 'lie come IlC;1i the firft prlJl,CIplc~ of 

t'hlllgS, and the fidl: pllnClpks of human knnw­
I.:ugc. The geometer docs not v~Q!1der at rmC .. 
tJ.kcs even m hlJ fcience, tbt- nJ0ft i1rl,lple of all 

others.-N,)f docs tlJC l1lCCI •• lP.IC or the chemin 

rrJeEt .tll IllS rcienct:, l'cC:~l.k ht: C,lnnot attalll 
clear 
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dear conceptions of (orne of the natural relations 
which operate in t he phenomena under his con­
fideratlOn.-Nor do any of thefe ftudents of na· 
ture brand with the name of fool, or knave, or 

bigot, another perC on who has drawn a dif­
ferent conclufion from the phenomenon.-In 
one point they all agree-they find themfe1ves 
poffeffed of faculties which enable them to fpecu­
late, and to difcover; and they find; that the 
'operation of thofe facultles is quite unlike the 
things which they contemplate by their means-' 
and they feel t1 /atir(a[iIOJI rn the pqf[e§Otl of t!rem, 

- I 

1{ld .in this difiil.!cl:1on.--But this feems a mis-
fortune to our Illuminators. I have long been 
(truck with this. If by deep meditation I have 
folved a problem which hac; baRled the endea­
YOUTh of otl1f'rs, I ihould h:lIdly thank the per­

fan who convinced me that my fnccds was enttrely 
owmg to the pMticular {bte of my healtL, hy 
which my brain was kept free from many irrita­
tions to which other per-funs are expofed. Yet 
this is the conduct of the JlJuminalcd.-They 
arc abundantly fdf-conceitt>d ; and yet they CO~l­
tJ nually endeavour to deftroy all grounds of felf. 
eftimation.~ They rejOiCe 10 every clJfcovcry that 
is reported to them of fom~ refembI:mcc, unno­
ticed before, between mankiqd and the inferior 
creation, and would be happy to find that the 

re(emblance is complet~. It iii "ery true, Mr. 

Fope's 
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Pope's" Poor Indian, wIth untutor'd rnind," had 

noobjefriontohis dog's goingtoheaven with him: 

" And thinks, admitted to that eq:lal lkv. 

" His faithful,' og fldl bear 1 ' , comp:lllY." 

ThIS lS not an abJect, but It is a modeft. fCllti­

ment. But our high-uj:nded plulo[ophers, wheJ, 
with Beatrice in the play, "cannot 'Jrook abc­

" dleuce to J. wayw:ud piece ot I1llr~," if it hI! 
in the ihapc of a .Prmcc, have far other notlOm' 

of the lTI:cttcr. InuceJ they ale not yet agreed 

about!t. Mr. ue la Mcrhcw' hurc), t11.\t bc.fore 

the cnbghtencc1 Repu bile of Fra;lcc h:.:., got into -its teeus, he fball h: abk; to tell Ius fellow· (i~ 
tizens, In his .rournal Jt: P h1jiqlte, that -parttcular 

form of cryiwLLation willch mm hwe betu ac­
cufia:.h:J to call G,xL-Dr. Pnefilcy again de­

duces all Intelligence tl om elaftlc und ulations, and 

will prob::bly thlllk, that I11S' own great d&ove­

ries have Dew tIle C;l~ venngs of fome fiery rrtarfh 
minJma. \Vlulc PJpe\ poor Ioc1ian hopes to 
take hi~ dr)g to heJ.ven WIth him, thefe Illumi­
natoT;j hope to dIe like dogs, and that bm:h foul 
arid body null be as If t hey never had been. 

Is not this a melancholy reCult of all our IIlu· 
mination ~ It IS of a piece with the telminatlOn of 

the 1(1t:al Phlloiopby, viz. profeileu and total ig­

~OI.111ce. Should n~t this make us ftart back and 

hefitate, b~fore we pout like wayward cluldren at 
tho 



'ClIAl'. tv. 'I'Ht: FRBN(!It R<£VOLUTTO'1 4jl 

the hardfhips of civil {ubordination, ant 1 hefore we 

make a facfifice to out ill humour of all tb 11 we 

value OUl (elves for? Doc') It not carry ndlcule 

and abfur(llty in its forehead ?-Sucb affertions. 

of perfonal wurth and {hgmty, (always excepting 

Princes and Pridl:s,) and fuch abject acknow­

ledgments of worthleffnefs.- Does not this, of 
it{elf, 010W that there is rome radical fault in the 
whole? It has all ari{cn from what they have 
called D/lItnl1lrl/lIJII, and thio, turns out to be wOlfe 
than darknc[s-But we alia know that it has 

all unfen [rom (elf-conceited cbfcontent, and 

. that Ii ha" hem blol' ,lIt to Its prcfent ftate by 
th~ r~(" of !pCc11iatlOn. \Ve may venture to 

put tile queftlOn to any man', confcicllcc-whe­

t:-, r dif!. ontent did not precede blo doubts about 

hIS own lutur-?, :'lnd v,hether he has not en­
r01lragt'd the train of argument that tended to 

degrade bun? " Thy ",villi was f.tthcr, Harry, 
" to that tbought."-Should not th,~ n-;"Le us 

diftruft, ~lt leail:, the OPCl:ltlOl)) of this faculty of 

our mind, and try t() moderate and check this 

darling propenGty -It [c(ms a mIsfortune of :the 

age-for we fee that It 1~ :l natural [ouree of dif­

turbance and revolution. 

Bt;1t here It will be' immerhately faid, "What, 
" rouft we bive over thinking-be no longer fa­

" tional creatures, and believe every lie that is 
,~ told us ?" By no means.-Let us be really ra­

tiolUl creatures-and, taught by expelie~ce, let 
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US, in all our fpeculations on [ubjects which en· 

gage the paffions, guard ourfelves wilh the moft 
anxious care againft the rj1k of having our judg­
ments warped by Qur deGrcs..-There is no pro· 

p:nfity of our nature of which the proper and 

modeft indulgence is not benefiCial to man, and 

which i" not hUJ tful, when this mdulgence IS 

carried too far.-Anu If we candtdly perufe the 

page of hdlory, we:: (hall be com inct'd that the 

abule I~ gr cat in proportlOn as the [u hJc8- is im· 
portant. \\'hat hJS been [0 rUIDoufly pt'1\ uted as 

the lClig!oU5 pnnC'ple 1-\Vhat hornd 111I~erllitJOn 

has It not produced ? TJ~c R eaderwill not, I hope. 

take it anllfs that 1 prCIlll11C to lhred. 1115 attention 
to fome m:lX1l11S which ought to conduCl: a pm· 

(knt man in hi~ llldulgenle:: of a fpccula,tl\'e die.. 

pufitlOn, and apply them to the caie in b . .md. 
vVhoc,cr will for a whtle call off 1m attentiof> 

from th-: l0111mon affair~ of Itt\;, the Curle homt­

l1U1Il, et t (1 ({Ill pontius malle, and will but refleCt 

a lIttle on that wonderfull'nncip1e withm hun, 

wllich carries Illm over the whole llniverfe, and 

fho~vs hll11 Il~ vallous lcl.ttJons-VVhoevet alfo 

remarks how very [mall a proportion his own in­

dj.,·idual eXlffenc~ bears to this immeafutable icene~ 

cannot but feel an inexprefiible pleafure in the can· 
tell'lplatton of his own powers-He mufi rife in 

his own dhmation, and be difpofed to cherifu with 
fondnefs tl1lS pnnciple which fa eminently raifes 
l1.im above a.u around him. Of all the foun;:es 

~f 
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of human vanity this is furdy the moll. -manly, 
the mo1t excufable, and the molt likely to be e~ 
trav:tgantly indulged.-'\Ve may be certain that it 
~i11 be fo indulged, and that men will. frequently 
fpeculate for the fake of [peculation alone, and th~ 
they will have too much confidence in the refult$ 
t>f thic; £wourite occupation.-As there have been 
ages of indolent and abject ci'cdulity and fuperfti­
tion, it is next to certain that there are alfo times 
of wild and extrav:tgjnt fpeculation-and whell 
we fee it becoming a fort of general paffion, we 
may be certain that this IS a cafe in point. 

'This can hardly be dt;,pied to be the character 
of the prefent chy. It is not denied. On the con­
trary it jg gloried in, as the prerogative of the 
t 8th century. AU the fpeculations of antiquity are 
£onfidered as glimmerings (with the exceptions of 
a few brighter fla111es) when compared with our 
prefent meridian fj)lendor. \V('" (liouid therefore , 
lifren with caution to the inferences iron1 this 
boafted Illumination. Alfo, when we reflect on 
whJ.t p:tffes in OUT own minds, and on what we 
obferve in the world, of the tnighty influence of 
our d~fires and paffiollS on our judgments,-we 
fhduld carefully notice whether any fuch warping 
of the beiief is probable' in the prefent ca~. 
That it is fo is aIrtlofi certain-for the general 
and immediate effect of this IlluminatioI). is to Ie(­
fen Or rClnove many reftraints whiCh the fanttions 

i~ ~ 
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of religion by on the ind!Jlgence of very thong 

paffions, and to diminith our regare for a certain 

purity or correttnefs of manners, which religion 

recommends, as the only conduct: fuited to pur 

noble natures, and as abfolutely neceifary for at­

taining that perfection and happinefs of which we 

(lrc clpable.-For furely if wttake away religion, 

It WIl! be \~lCdom " to eat and to drink, fince to­
., morrow we. die." If, moreover. \\ e fee thi" 

Illumination extolled aboyc all [cience, ~IS friendly 

to vlrtuc, as Improving thc heart, and as produr­

-jng a Juft morality, which \\111 lead tl) h~ppinef, 

hoth for ourfelves and ~thers, but perceive at the 

h\me time that tbeie affertlons are made at the 

expenee of p,mciples, whi.ch our natural feeling,,: 

force U~ to venerate as fupremc and paramt:ullt 

to all otber~, we may then be Lertain that ()m 

infomlcr i~ trYll1g to miflead and decelve us.-­

For all virtue aml goodnefs, both of heart and 

conduct, i~ in perfect haro1ony, and there is no 

Jarring or inconfill:ency. But we mull: pars this. 
i(.n1-, "C on the doctnnes of this Illumination. 

For :t .s a melancholy truth that they have been 

preached and le.commended. for the moll: part,. 
py clergymen, pariih-mioifters, who~ in the pre­

fence of invok.ed Deity, and in _ the face of 

the \ J( :-ld, bavc iet tbeir (alemn feal to a [yftcm 

-of doCtrines diretlly Q1poUte to thofe recom-

mended in their wrjting~; which doCtrines they 
t>< folemnll 
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folemnly profefs to belitve. and folemnly fwear 
to inculcate.-Surely the inforrbations and in­
fiructions of fllch men lhauld be rejeCl:ed.-\Vhcrc 
!hall We find their real opinions? in their [alemn 
0aths ~ -or in thefe infidel differtatioll5 ? - In ei. 
ther cafe, they are deceivers, whether mil1ed by 
l'.,anity or by the mean defire of church-emolu· 
ments, or they arc proftitutes, courting the fo­
ciety of t~e wealthy and fenfuaL-Honefry, like 
jufi:ice, admits of no degreet;.-A man is honeft~ 
or he 15 a knave-and who would truil: a knave? 
-But fuch ruen are unfuitable inftructors for anJ. 
other r\!afon-They are \:!~wife;-for, whatever 
Lhey may think, • they are not refped:ed as men 
of worth, but arc inwardly defpifed as paralites 
by the rich, who admit them into their company 
and treat tht:m with civility; for their own rea" 
fons. We take mil:ruClions not merely from.. the 
knowing,-the learned,:l-but frou, the wife­
not therefore from men who give fuch evidenCCi 
of weaknefs. 

Such would be the conduct of a prudent man, 
who lifl:ens to the inftructions of another with . 
the ferious intention of profiting by them. 111 
the prefent cafe, he fees plain proofs of degraded 
felf-eftin'latio~, of dilhonefty, and of mean mo­
tives. But the prudent man will go further­
lle will remark that diffolute manners, and adions 
which are inevitably fubverfive of the peace and 

F F 2. ord~r, 



"'36 'TKE FJ(tNCOH RXVI1LUTIOW. CllAP. ry'! 

ord~, nllY. of the very exiflence of fociety, are 

the natural and neceit"lf)' coniequences of irreli­

gion. Should any doubt of this remain In ills 
mind;. Owuld he fometimes think of an Epiere­
tus, or one or two individuals of antiquity, who 
were eminently virtuous, without the influence of 

religious fanttions, he fhould recollect, that t1).1:­

Stoics were animated by the thought, that ~hlle 

the wlfe man was playing the ga.ne of life, the 

gods were looking on, and pleafed with his :£kill. 
'Let him read the bt>autiful account gi\"en by Dr. 
Smith of the rife of the Stoic philofophy, and he 
'Will fee that rt was l>.n artificia,(~ but noble .. at­
tempt of a few exalted minds, ~nthuGa{b ih vir­
.t.ue, a.iming to ftt't"l their fouls ag.sinft the dread­
ful but unavoidablt' misfortunes to which they 

~re cODtinuaHy expofed by the dillily reclolrring 
kvdflt.fons in the turbl:llent democracies of an­

cient Greece. There a philo[ophcr wag this day a 
,Ma,gifirate, and the next day a captive and a flave. 

He would fee, tha.t this fair picture of mental: hap­
,piners and independence was fitted for the con­

templation of only a few choice fpi-rits,u but had 

'ito influence on the bulk of mankind. He muft 
admire the noble charaCters who ,,"ere animated 

by this manly enthufiafm, and who have really 
exhibited fome wonderful piCtures of virtuous he­
toifm j but he will regret, that the influence of 

~[e tnanly, thef-e natura.l. princip1es; W~5 not 
more: 
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mor~ extemfive. He will fay m himfe1f, U How 
.. , will a whole nation a.ct, when religious fane.,. 

c, tions are removed, and men are aduated by rea .. 

• " ion alone ?"-He 15 not wIthout inftruCl:ion QJ;l 

tl115 i~1portantfubJeCt. France has given an awfwL 
lefFJn t J furroundll1g nations, by fllcwing the~ 

"What b the natural effed of iliaking off the reli­

gious principle, and the veneration for thrt pur~ 
mOlJ.lrty whirh cbaracrenfes Chliftianity. By a de­

cree of the Convention, (June 61 1794--) it is d~­
elared, th~t there is nothing cflminal in the pro­

mifcuous COl11mer~e of the fcxes, and 1 herefoq:: 
nothing that derogates from the female character, 

when w.oman forgets that the js the depofitary cf 
all domeftic fatisfacbon,-that her hono.ur is thf;: 
(acred bond uf !ocial hfe,~that on her modefty 
anu delicacy depend a,ll the refpeCl: and COtlfide,nCtt 
that will m,ake a man attach hil'ilfelf to her £0-
clety, free her from labour, ibar,e w~th ber the 
-fruits of all his own exertions. and work with wiJ­
lingnefs and delight, that ihc may a.ppear on all 
occafions his equal, and the ornament of all hi. 
acqujfitions. 1n the very argument whi(:h tIjis 
feJeCl:ed body Qf fenators h$s given flllt the pro­
priety of this decree, it has degI4ded wopulll 
below all eij;im.tjpn,. "It i.s to prevent her from 
., munlcling the. fruit of ~.nJawful Jove, by ro­
" moving her (harne, and by relieving her frpm 
I' t11;e feol.l" of wa.nt. t. The ~. fay, ~'~~ 

F ~ ~ f' Republic 
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U Republic wants citizens, and rherefore tnuil 

" not only remove this temptation of iliarne, but 
" moil: take care of the mother while Ole nurfes 
4' the child. It is the property of the nation • 
• , and muft not be loft." The woman all the 

while is confidered only as the ilie-animal, the 
breeder of Sans Culottes. This 15 the jtJl mora­
lity of: IlluminatIOn. It is reall} amufing (fOl' 
things revolting to nature now amufe) 'to obierve 
with what fidehty the principles of tht: Illuminall 

have expre1fed the fentlments which take poifef­
non of a people who h~ve lhaken off the fanchons 
of religion and rnorahty. The foHowing IS p¥t of. 
the addrefs to Pfychanon and the company men­
tioned in page 257 : "Once more, Pfycharion, I 
" indulge you WIth a look behind you to (he 

~, flowery days of childhood. Now look forwards, 
" )oung woman! the holy circle of the mamage­
., able (matmbarren) welcome you. - Young 
.' men, honour the young woman, the future 
f' breeder (gebaererm) I" Then, to all-" Re­
" Joice in the dawn of Illumination and of Free­
.~ dom. Ndture at laft enjoys her facred never­
" fuding rights. Long was her voice kc:pt down 
" by civil fubordination.; but the 'Oays of your 
'~majority now draw nigh, and you will 110 

"longer, under the authority of guardians, ac­
t' count it a reproach to confider with enlight­
f' p1~d eyes the fecret worklliops of Nature, a.nd 

" t~ 
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H to enJoy your work and duty!' Minot th.olaght 
this vcry fiac, but it ralfed a terrible difturbance, 
and broke 'up the affernbly. 

Such are thedfetts of thi~ b()afted enlightening 
of the human mind \\~lth refpett to religion and 
moralIty. Let us next confider what is the re­
fult of the mighty 1I1formatlOns which we have 
got in refpet\: of our facial or politic.ll ('on­
neaions'. 

n. \Ve have learned the fum total of this po­
htical Illumination, and fee that) if true, it is 
melancholy, deftrut\:tve of our prefent comforts, • 
livmerous as they are, and affords no profpect of 
red refs from which we can profit, but on the 
contrary, plunges mankind into diffcntlOn,mutual 
injury, and univerfal mtiery, and 3.11 this for the 
chance only of prevalhng III the conteft, and 
giving our pofrenty a dumce of going on in peace, 
if no change fhall be produced, as in former times. 
by the efforts of ambltlOUs men. But the lUlI~ 
mination appears to be partIal, nay falfe. \Vhat 
is tt? It holds out to the Prinre nothmg but the 
refig{tatiGn of all his poffeffions, nghts, and ci'\,Uns, 
[anctioned by the quiet pofieffion of ages, and by 
a.U the feelmgs of the human heart whi<.h giV6 
any notion of right to hIS loweft fubJett. AU Ulefe 
poftCffioBs and claims are dl14.:o'tered tQlla\i'llt ariiCn 
from ufurpatioll5, and are therefore, Jyrfl1t1Jy. It 
has been difcovered, that all fubordinale [ubjec­

tiolli weI"<! e~force~, therefore their c?"tlnuallce is 
F f 4 Jlavcr), 
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jlovtry. But both of the&: hiftoricailluertions are 
in a great degree falre, and the inferences from 
them are unreafonable. The world has gone on 
as we fee it go on at prefent. Moft prmcipalities 
or fovereignties have arifen as we fe~ per(onal 
authorIties and influence anfe every clay among 
ourfelves. Bufinefs for the whole muft be done. 
MoB: men are fufficiently occuplcd by their pri­
vate affairs, and they are indolent even 111 theft:­

i.her are contented when another does the thing 
for tlIem. There IS not a lIttle village, no: a 
fociety of men, \\-here th;s is not [een every day. 
Some DW'l ba..ve 'In enJO) ment In~this kInd :)f 
vicarIOUS l 'nl>lo~'menr. Other men like influence 
and powe, ami thm are compenfated ,for theIr 
trouble. Tbus many petty managers of pul,.JlIc. 
afiJ.Jrs anie 1Il eyel y country. The mutual ani­
nlOfitles of m.l:vluuals, and fbll more, the ani­
D10fities of tnb~<, clans, and dlfferent aifoclatIons, 
give rife to another kInd of fuperiors-to leaders. 

who dIreCt the ftruggles of the reft, whether fOf 

offence or defence The defcendants Qf lfracl 

faid" " they wanted a man to go out before the 
" people, hke other natlOns." As the [mall bUh­
nefs of a few indiViduals requires a mahager or a. 
lead,er, fa do fome more general affairs of thefe 
petty fuperiors.-Many of thefe alfo are indo:, 
lent enough to willi this. trouble taken off their 
hands; a~d thus another rank of fuperiors a.rifes~ 
and a. third, an,.d [0 on, till a .great State IDA¥ ~ 

formed i 
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formed; and in this gradation each d.1fs is a WQl,. 

petent judgf! of the conduCt of that cWS only 
which is immediately above it. 

All tillS may arife, a.nd has often wen, from 
\"oluntary conceffion a[O/l#. Ttll.i C"oncdiWa. 
l1lay proceed from various caufes.-from confi· 
dene\.! in (upenor talents-from confidence in 
great worth,-mo(t generally from the refi>eCl: or 
deference which all men fed for great poffcffions. 
Thi~ i~ frequently founded If\ fdf-inteleils and cx­
peCtatlOos of advantage; but it is n~tur,ll to man~ 
and perhaps fixings from OUI inft~nctive (ympathy 
with the [att~faaion or othels-we are unwil­
ling to dlilurb them, and eyen wlib. to promote 
them. 

But this fubordindtion may arife, and has ofte~ 
anlen, [rom other caufes-from the love of power 
and influence, which fi13.kes fome men eager tq 

lead others, or even to manage their CODcef~. 
We fee this every day, and it may be perfectly 
lllnocent. It often arlfes from the defire of 
gain of one kind or another.-This alfo may 
frequently be indulged wIth perfect; innoceyce. 
and even wilh general advantage. Frequently~ 

however, this fubordination is produced by the. 
love of power or of gaul pufhed to an imnu>"T 
derate degree of a..-nbition, and rend~ed Ul\)uft. 

-Now there arire oppre1flOn. tyranny, fuffer­
tngs, and llavery. Now a.ppears an oppoiitJoll, 
pe4;we,en the rights Of claims of t.he rule; and of 

the 
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the peOple. Nuw the ruiers come to confidel 
then'lfehtes as a different clafs, and their tranrac­
tions are nOW only with each other .-Prlnce be­
comes the rival or the enemy of PrInce; and in 
their contdl: one prcya!ls, and the dommion is 
enlarged. Thl~ ri\aW11p may have begun 111 any 
rank of fuperiors; even between the fil fl:: n1:1-
nagers of the affairs of the lmalleft commumties , 
an(t it rnuft he TetnJ.rked that they anI}: are the 

immediate gainers or iofcrs in the contefi, while 
thofe below them livc at eafe, enjoying m~ny ad­
vantages of the ddeg'l#on of their own con­

ceTns. 
No human (oCldy has ever proceeded pu;ely 

in either of thefe two ways, but there has alw~ys 
been a mixture uf both.-But this proccfs 'J 

imlifpenfably nereff"ary for the formation of a 
great nation, and for all the confequences that 
refuIt only from fuch a coahtion.-Therefore it is 
necdfary for giving rife to all thofe comforts, and 
luxuries, and elegancies which are to be found 

only in greal and cultivated fl::ates. It is ne::eifary 
for -producing [uch enjoyments M we fee around 
us in Europe, which we prize [0 highly, and for 
which we arc making all this flir anci difturbance. 
I believe that no man who expetts to be belIeved 
will pofitively affert that human nature and human 
enjoyments are not meliorated by this cultivation. 
-It fcems to be the intention of nature, and, not-• 
\\ithftanding the follies and vices ct many, we can 

llavG,. 
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have little hefitation in faying that there are in the 
moll: cultivated nations of Eul'ope, and even in the 
higheft ranks of thoie nations, men of great virtue 
and worth, and of high accompliJhment-Nor 
can we deny that fuch men are the fineft {peci. 
mens of human nature. Rouileau indeed wrote 
a whimfical pamphlet, in which he had the vanity 
to think that he had proved that all there fruits 
of curtnTation were 10ffcIl to humanity and to vir .. 
tue-Yet Rouifeau could not be contente~ with 
the fociety of the rude and unpohlhed, although 
he pretended that he was almoft the {ole worlhip • • 
verofpure ~irtue.-He fupported himfelf, not by 
ailifting the fimple peafant, but by writing mufic 
and lufcious novels for the pan1pered rich. 

TIlls is the C1rcumftance entirely overloaked7 01 

artfully kept out of fight, in the boqfted IUumina .. 
tion of thefe days. No attentlun is paid to the im. 
portant changes which have happencd in nationd 
greatne[s, In natIOnal conneCtion, in national iln. 
provement - yet we Hever t hmk of part mg with any 
of the advantages, real or imaginary, which thefe 
cha~ge:> have produced-nor do we reflect that in 
order to keep a great nation together-to make it 
act with"eqm.l;ty, or WIth preponderao<.y, aluong 
other nations, the ihdividual exertions mufi: be 
concemrated, muil: be dir~'tcd-and that tllis 
requires a ruler vefted with [upreme power, and 
interejled by [WIle great and endearil1[ motIVe, fuch 

4lS 
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as hereditary poffeffion of this power :::.nd influ­

ence, to maintain and defend thi, coali~ion of men. 
-All this is overlooked, and we attend only to 

the fubordlllation which is mdifpenfably necetrary. 

Its grievances are immedIJ.tdy felt, and they ar~ 
heightened tenfold by a delicacy or fenfibility 

whicb fprings from the great improvements in the 
accommodation~ and enjoyments ofhfe. which the 

gradual u[urpatlOn and [ubfequent fubordination 

h~v,e produced, and wntinuc to [upport. But 

we are determined tv have the elegance and gran­

deur of a palace without, the pnnce.-\Ve will 
not give up any of our luxuries and icfinements, 
yet will not fupport thofe high ranks and thore 
nice l11IUds which produq:d them, and wlucl 

nmft contmuet,okeeptht!m fromdegeneratingll1to 

bJ.fbarous !\mphcity and coarfe fen{uality ,-'tV ~ 

",auld keep the phllafophers, the poets, the artifts 

but not the l\b:cenafcs.-lt is very true that ill 
fueh a £late there would be no Cr.J11j1lratlon des 
PhtlofopiJes. for In fuch a ftate this vermin of 

pll1lojophes and fcnbLlers would not have eXlfted. 

-In jhort, we would have whlJt is impoffible. 

I have no hditatlOl1 in faying. that the Briti01 

Conibtution is the form of a government for It 

great and refined na/lon, in which the rulIng [en­

timcl1ls and propellfities of human nature [cem 

meIt happily blended and balanced. There is no 

Dccafion to nunt it a.s the ancient rights of Br~-

& wn~ 
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tons, the wifdom of ages, &c. It has attained its 

prefent pitch of perfection by degrees, and th~ 
not by the efforts of wlfdom, but by the ftruggl~~ 
of vice and folly, working on a rich fund of good 
nature, and of manly fpirit, that are confpicuous 

in the Britifh character. I do not hefitate to fay 
that it is the only form of goycrnment which will 
admit and give full exefCIfe to all rhe refpecbble 

prope~lfities of our nature, with the leaft ch::mce of 
clfturbance, and the grl::1\ t elt prohability of mnn's 

hrriving at the higheft pitch of improvement in 
every thing that raif~s h;~ above the beaib of the 
field. Yet there is fliP par~ of it that may not, 
that is not • abufed, by pulhing It to an improper 
length, and the [:laIC watchful c:.\;c is ncccffary for 

preferving our ineftimable blcifings that was em­
ployed in acquiring them.-Tbls is to be done, 
not by flying at once to an abihacr theory of th~ 
rights of rnan.-There is an eVll1..::nt folly in this 

procedure. What is t)m theor}? It is tl1e beft 
Remoral iketch that we em draw of 1oClallife, de­
duced from our knowledge of human n:lture.­

Alld what is this knowledge? It is a well digeftea 

abftracr, or rather a Jeclaration of 'What 'VIle ha'V'~ 
rfbjerved" of human actions. What is the' ufe 

therefore of this intermediate picture, this theory 
()f the rights of man? -It h:l.S a chance of being 

tmlrk.e the origillal-lt muft certainly have im­
rerfeB:iol1s.-Therefore it can be of no nfe to us. 
-"\Ve ihouJd go at once to the original-we 

lhould 
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{houId confider how men haw aRed-whl1t hav! 
been their mutual expetl:ations-then- fond pro­
penfities-what of thefe are inconfifi:ent with each 

other-what are the degrees of indulgcl1C'e which 
have beenaumitted in them all without dlfturbance 
-I wIll venture to fay that whoever does this, 
will find himfelf Imperceptibly led to contemplate 

a mixed hereditary monarchy, and wIll figure to 
himfelf a parliament of Killg~ Lords, and Com..: 
mons, all looking at each other \\ith iumewhae 
of a cautious or jealous,eye, wiule the reft of the 

nation are fitting, " each under IllS own VIne, an~ 
"under his own fig-tree" and there i<; none to 
" make him afraid ;"-10 on~ word', the COil-;­

ftitutiO!l of Great Britain. 
A moil valuable lCCuJt of fuch contemplation 

will be a thorough cunvIcbon that the glievance 
",,1IH.h i~ moll: clamorouily mfiflccl on 1~ the in­

€:\ it :J.hlc confeqllfllCe of the liberty amI iecurity 

which we CI1Jny. I mcan mlOlftenal corruption 

v.ith all the dllmal tale of ~Iaccmen, and penfion­
crs1 :md rotten boroughs, &c. &c. Thefe are never 
teen in a defi)otJc government-there they are not 
wanien-nor can they be very apparent in an un­
cultivated and poor frate-but 10 a ]uxuriou" 11a.~ 
tion~ where pleafures abound, where the returns 
of induitryare fecure i here an Illdlviduallooks 
on cyery thing as his own a<.quifition-he does 
I10tfeellllS relation to the Hate-has no patriotlfm 

-thinks that he would be much happier if the' 
ftate 
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nate would let Him alone-He is fretted by the 
.. ' i,'( " 

reftraints which the pu~li{' weal lays on \:im-
tperefore O'overnment and governors appear as 
cheeb and hindrallec~ to his exertions-hel~~~ ;t 
general inclination to rdift aumilliftration.-Yer: 
public bufinefs muD: be done, that we may lie 
down and rife again in LIfct)' and peace.-AJmi­
mftration muD: be fupported-thcre are always 
perf ODS who w;fh to poffefs the power that is ex­
ereifed by the prd~11l mJl1incr~, .lnti would turn 
them out.-HoVl is all till'> to be remcclicd ?-I!Ce 
no wa} but by applying to the fl:lfil11 vicws of in­

dividuals-by revvardmg the fflends of admiOlftra­
lioo-This m~y be dont!wlth perfed virtue---and 
fn-rm ihis the fdfilh will concci\·c hope~, and will 
fupport a virtuom minifhy-but they are as ready 
to help a wickecl one.-This becomc'> the greateft 
misfortnne of a free nation.-l\1IOifters are tempt­

ed to brihe-and, If a f)ftcmatic oppofition be 
confidcred as a necdfary part of a praEtiLal I"'on­
ftitution, it 15 almoft in~[pcn6blc-and it is no 
where [0 prevalent as in a pure democracy.-Laws 
may be contrived to make it very troublefome­
but CAn neve,r extirpate it, nor greatly diminifi). it 
-this can be done only by defpotlfm, or by· na­
tional virtl.le.-It is a I'hameful complaint-we 
fhould not reprobate a few minifters, but the 
thou[an<is who take the bribp.s.-N othing tends fo 
much tq dimir"iih it in a corrupted nation as great 

limitations 
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limitations to the eligibility of reprefentativcs­
and this is the beauty of our confiifution. 

We have not diJeovered, therefore, by t1 i! 
boafted Illumination, that Princes and fuperiofs 
nre ufetefs, and muO: vanifh from the earth; nor 

that the people have now attained full age, and 
are fit to govern themfelves .. We w:\nt only to 
revel for a little on the lail fruits of national 
cultivation, which we would quietly confume, 

and never allow to be raifed again.--No matter 
ll~w this progrefs began, whether from l.Oilccf­
£on or ufurpation-Vve po{re[~ It, and If wife, 
we will prefcn-e it, by,_pre[ervll1g Its indifpen­
fable fupports. They have indeed be~n ,fre­
quently employed velY Improperly, but th:;ir 
moft pernicious abufe h:lS been thIS breed of 

fcribbling vermin, which have made the bod/­
politic frm.rt III every ltmb. 

Hear what opmion was entertained of the 

,fages of France by their Prince, the father of 
Lous XVI. the unfortu'hate martyr of Monarchy. 
&. By the principles of our new Pll1loiophers, 
" the Throne no longer wears the fplendour of 
"divinity. They maintain th.1t it afofe from 
"violence, and that by the. [arne jufl-i",e that 
U force erected it, force may again !hake it, and 
If overturn it. The people can never give up 
" their power. They only let it out for their 
" own ad, a:;tage, and always retain the right t<> 

.. refcind 
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" refcind the contract, and re[ume it whenever 

~, their per[onal advantage, their only rflle of 

f' condua, requires it. Our philofophers teach 

" in publIC what our paffions fuggeft only in 

"fecret. They fay to the Prince that all is per­

" mitted only when all is _ in his power, and 
" that his duty is fuHilled when he has pleafed 

" his fancy. Then, furely, if the laws of felf­

" intcreft, that 15, the felf-will of human paf-, 
" [lOns, 01a11 be [0 generally admitted, that 'Ye 

" thereupon forget the eternal laws of God and 
" of N.lture, all conceptions of right and wrong. 
« of virtue aqd \- Ice, oP good and evil, muft be 

" r:xtirpated from the human heart. The throne 

" muft totter, the fubjects muil become un­

" manageable and mutinOUS, <111d their ruler 

" h'lrd-hcarted and mhuman. The people will be 
" incciTantly either ol'preffiY], or in an uproar."­

" \Vhat fcrvice will it be If I order fuch !l book 

" to be burnt ~- the author can write another by 
"to-r;norrow." This orimon of a Prince IS un­

poliOlcd Indeed, and homely, but it i~ Jull. 

\Va.ifballpt grants that " there will be a ter­

" rible cC)J1vuliion, and a {torm-but this will 
" be [uccecckd by a calm-the unequal win now 

" be equal-and when the Callfc of diifcnfion is 

" thus removed, the wOlld wi[J be in peace."­
True, when the clufes of chfienfion are removed. 
Thus, the deftr Jetion of our ClOp by vermin is 

'" c at 
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at an end when a. flood ha~ [wept every thing 
away __ but as new plants will iprir g up in the 
wafte, and, if not inftantly devoun:d, WI I! ag1.in 
Covtr the ground with verdure, fo the induftry 
of man, and his defire of comfort and confidera­
tion. will again accumulate in the hands of the 
dilIgent a greater proporti0n of the good thing'> 
of life. In tIus infant ftate of the emerging re­
mains of former cultivation, comforts, which the 
prefent inhabitants of Europe would iook on 
with contempt, will be great, improper, and ha­
zardous acquifitions. TIl\' pnnciples \\'hith au­
thonfe the propofed dr\'.ldful equalila.tion wIll 
as Juftly entitle the idle or unruccel~ful of future 
days to ftrip the pofieiTor of hi" ath a.ntage~, .lnd 
thing~ muft ever r(,main on their ravage level. 

III. I think that the impreffion whIch tLe 
infincenty of conduct of thore inftruCtors will 
leave on the mind, muft be highly uleful. They 
are evidently teacllJng what they do not behe\ e 
themfelves-and here I do not confine my re­
mark to their preparatory doCtrines, which they 
afterwards explode. 1 make it chIefly with re­
fpea to their grand oftenfible principle, wluch 
pervades th,e whole, a prinFiplc which they are 

obliged to adopt againft their will.-"they know 
thitt the pnnclples of virtue are rooted in the 
heart, and that they can only be finothere4-
but uld they pretend to eradicate them, and pro-

claim 
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claim hommem lKJmini /upllm, all would {purn at 
their IOftrucrion.-We are wheedled, by· tickling 

our fancy with a notion that [acred virtue is 

not only fecurc, but that it is only in fuch hearts 

that it exerts its native energy. Senfible that the 

levellmg maxims now fpoken of are revolting to 

the mind, the Illuminators are under the nece[­

fity of keeping us from looking at the fhocking 
pittUle, by dj(pLlying a beautiful [cene of Uto­

pIan I;apPlOc(!:.-and they rock us afleep by the 

eternal lulhby of morality and lmlverfal philan­

thropy. Tlllrefore the foregoing narration of 

the perlonal condul'te:l thefe infll uttors and re­

tormer!> of the Vvorld, is hIghly ufeful. All this 

is to be brought about by the native lovelinefs of 

pure virtue, purged of the corruptlOns which 

fupedtltious fears have introduced, and alfo 

purged of t he fel(-ifh thought!:. wIuch are avowed by 
the advocates of what theIr opponcntc: call true 

religion. This is faiel to hold forth eternal re· 

wards to the good. and to threaten the wicked 
with dreadful pum(hment. Expenence has {hewn 

ho~ inefficient fuch motIves are. Can they be 

~therw;[e? fay our ·IJIuminators. Are th~y not 

addreife~ to a pnnclple that is ungenerous and 

felfiftl? But our rloctrines, fay tlfcy, touch the 

hearts of the worthy. Virtue is beloved for her 

Qwn fakQ, and all will yield to her &entle [way. 

G" 2 But 
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But look, Reader, look at Spartacus the mur· 

uCl'c'r-at Cato the keeper of poifons and the 

tlllcf- Look at Tlbenus, at AIC1biaces, and the 

Teft of tl!e B:warian Pandemonium.-Look 2.t 

Poor R\hrdt-Go laFrance-look at Lequinio­

at Condorct:t*-Look at the Monflcr Orleans. 

--All were lIars. TheIr dn-illlty had no 1f1-

flucncc on their proflIgate n1 inds. They only 

w~nted to wheeule )'01.:, by touc1ling tht fhing3 
of humanity and gooclnefs whIch are yet braceel 

tIp III your heart, and which wJlI fttll yIeld [welt 

harmony If you will acwmp:my theIr notes 1A ith 

thofe of re1iglOn, ar:d neil her c\r-'g them 1A lth tbe 

groveling pleafurcs of [Cllie, nor (bmp the whole 

WIth t11e tllought of eternal filence 

:\ IT.oft wortby and accompltfhcd gentleman, 

wh!) took r{'fuge 1D this country, leavlllg 11lbmd 
111111 1m property, and friends to whom he was 

ll10fi tenderly attached, often f.·l.ld to me th:1t no­

thing, 10 much affected him as the rc\"olutioll 

in 1 he he~l.l ts of men.-CharaCters wlJich were 

• De la Metllel Ie [dYS" (JOllll1. de Pf;yj Nov_ 1792,) 
th"t Condon_et W,l' hi ought up Ifl the houfe of the' oft: .. 
Duke of Rochefoucault, who treated 111m as his fon-got 
Tur?,ot to create a lucratlve office for him, and pl'fd him 
to AU hIS emlllcncc-yet he purfued hIm WIth mahclom re. 
Ih)rt'l--~))d ochl01l), employed rufhans to aiTaffinate him. 
\' ~t }' Condorcet\, \~ntmg a model of humamty and ten· 
"CIIICIIi. 

un[potted, 
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lmfpotted, hearts thoroughly known to himlelf, 

haVIng bew tried by many tllln~ whIch {earch· 
the ll1moft folds of [dfif1me[s or n1Jlevolence~ 
in lhort, per[ons whofe Judgmcnts were excel­

lent, and on whofe worth hc could have Icfted 

1us honour and hi~ ltfe, 10 fafumted by thc con­

tagIon, that they c.1111e at tlfl to lA:hold, and 
even to Co[111111t the moft atrocIOUS crimes With 

dehght.-He uilxl {ometHnes to utter a figh 

whIch p;erceJ my heart, and wOllld fay, that it 
WlS cauf~d by fome of thole thll1g5 that had 
come acw[., IllS thOUrJltS. I Ie breathed hIs Ltft 

~m()ng us, dcchring that It was 11l1poffibk to rc­

cover peace of mInd, \\ It hout a total obh'"lon of 

the wILkcdncf" and mifcncs he h3.d behdd.-­
\Vhat ,]. nluable advice, "Let 111m that thlOk­

" eth he ihnddh. take lllxo left he fall."­
\Vhen the prophet told Hazacl tklt he would be­

tray hiS I'll I1C(" he ('XcLlIll1cd, " h thy iel\u.\1t 

" a dog, that he fhould do fuch a thing?" Y ct 

next ddy he murdeled bim. 

Ne\'er fince the bcgll1ning of the world, ha'l 

&u~ RelIgion received fo complete .tn :J..ck.nolV­

lcdgment of her excdlt:nce, as hJ.s ken extort­

ed from' the f.tnatIL~ who l1.lvc. attempted to de­

ftroy her. RelIgIOn ~ood In their way, :lnd the 

wretch .l\1arat, a~ well a~ the fteady \'lllain \Vel-

G G 3 fh.mpt, 
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1baupt, faw that thty could not proct"ed till they 

had eradicatell all fentlments of the moral gc,­
vernment of the univerfe. Human nature, Im­
proved as it has been by Religion, fhrunk from 

the tal1~s that were impofed, and it '11Uft: thete­
fore be brutalized-The grand confedtrahon Was 

foletnnly fworn to hy millions 111 every corner of 
France-but, as Mirabeau fald of l,lC declara­
tIOn of the Rigbt~ of Man, it muf1: be made only 

the " Almanack of the bygone year" - There. 

fore LequinlO mua write a book, decLmng 
cath~ to be nonfenfe, unwq~thy of Sans Culottes, 

and all rchgion to be a farce.-Not long after, 

they found tlut they had fome ufe for a God­
bl1t he was gone-and they could not find an­

other.-Their canfiitutian was gone-and they 

have not yd fuund another.-\Vhat IS now 

left them on whIch they can depend far awmg a 

man IOto a re[pccc for truth 10 hIS JudICial decla­

ration!>? -what but the honour of a Cltlzcn of 

France, who laughs at all engagtmentb, which he 
ha~ broken again and agam? - Rel1glOn has taken 

ofr wl~h her every [enre of human duty.-Whaf 
can we expeCt but vIllany from an Archhitpop of 
Pafi~ and his chapter. who 1.:adc a public pro. 

ft ilion that they had been playlllg the nllains for 

many years, teaching wha.t they-thought to be a 

bundle 
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bundle of lies? What but the very thing Wl'lCh 

they have done, cutting each other's throats?­

Have not the enlightenerl citizens of France ap­

plauded the cxecutlOI1 of tlmr fathers? Ha.ve 
not the funes of Paris denounccd their o~n .-Ill1-

dren?-But turn your eyes flOm the hornfYmg 
fpeB::acle,and think on your own nnh: ... dcfcent and 
alliance. You are not the aCCl(Ientai prod ud-j, HlS 

or a fafal chaos, but the work of .t r;rc'lt Artdl, 
creatures that are cared for, Lufl1 to nob 11· pn­
[peCt~, and conduB::ed to them by tb(; pLlineH: and 

moft fimple precepts. "to do Juflly. to love 

': mercy, afld to walk humbly bd~)re GdU," 
not bewildtred by the falfe and fiuttcnng glare of 

French Phllofophy, but conducted by thIs clear, 

fingle light, perceivable by all, " Do to others 

" what you fhould reafonably expeC1: them to do 
" to you." 

Think not the Mufe whofe fober voice you hear, 
ContraB:s with bigot frown her full en broN, 

Calls round ReligIon's orb the mdh ot 1< (...,r, 

~r {hadts with horror what with fmIles ihould glow. 

No -lhe JVould warn you with (eraphic fire, 

Hem as yc are of H"aven's eternal day, 
'Vould bId you boldly to t,,;)t Heaven dfplre, 

Not fink and number In, your ceUs of clay. 
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Is this the bigot's rand Away, ye vain, 

Your doubts, your fears, in gloomy du'ncfs fleep; 

Go-foothe your fouls.in ficknefs, death, or pain, 

With the fad folace of eternal neep. 

Yet know, vain fceptics, know, th' Almighty Mind, 

Who breath'd on man a portion of his fire, 

Bade his free foul, by earth nor time confin'd, 

To Heaven, to Immortality afplre. 

Nor {hall this pile of hope his bounty rear'd, 

By vain philofophy be C'f'r defiroy'd; 

Etermty, by all or hop'd or fear' d, 

Shall be by all or fuffcr'd or onjoy'd. 

MAso',;r. 

The unfortunate Prince who has taken r,~­

fuge in tlus kingdom, and whofe fituation 

among llS is an illuHrious mark of the generofity 
of the nahon. and of the [overelgnty of its laws, 

[aId to one of the Gentlemen about him, that 

H If this country was to cfcape the general 

" wreck of nations, it· would owe its preferva­

" tion to Rebglon."-When thi~ was doubtc~, 

and It was obferved, that there had not been 

w:lnting m~ny Rchgiomfts III France: ," fJ ue," 

{aid the Prince, "but they were not in earneft. 
"-I fee here a ferious interefl: in the thing. 

"The people know what they are doing when 

" they 



CHAP. IV. THE FRENCH R.EVOLUTION. 457 

'~ they go to church-they underftand fomething 
t 

h. of it, and take an intereft in it." May bis 

obfervation be juft, and his expeCtations be ful­

filled' 

IV. I would again call upon my countrywo­

men with the mofi: earneft concern, and befeech 

'them to confidei"' this [ubJett as of more particu­

lar importance to themfelves than even to the 
I 

men.-V{lule woman IS cQnGdered as a refpeCt-

able moral agent, traimng along wIth ourfelves 

for endlefs in1provement; then, and only then» 

wIll file be confidered by lordly man a~ his 
• equal ;-then,oand only then, will file be allowed 

to have any llghts, and thofe lights be refpeCted. 

Stnp women of tlus prerogatIve, and they be­

come the drudges of man's Indolencc, or the 

pampereu playthings of his iJle hours, [ubjeCt 

to hi~ capnces, and fiaves to Ill:; mean palliom. 

Soon will thm pre[ent empire of gallantry be 

over. It 15 a refinement of manners whIch fprang 

from Chriftianity; and when Chnfbamty lS for­

gotten, this artIfiCial diadcm' will be taken from 
th<oJ fieads, and, unlefs they adopt the fcroCl~us 

fentiments of their Galllc neIghbours, and Jam 

in the general uproar, they ""ill fink lUta the lll­

fignificance of the WOCl:f'n in the turbulent re­

publics of Greece, where they a.re nC'wcr [een In 

the bufy haunts of men, if we except four or 
five, 
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five, who, during the courfe of a5 many centtj­

Tics, emer~ed from the general obfcurity, and 

appear in the hdl:oric page, by their uncommon 

talents, and by the facrifice of what my fair 

countrywomen ibll hold to be the ornament of 

their fex. I would remind them, t!1at they have 
r 

it in their power to retain their pre(ent honour-

able ftation in fociety. They are our early in­

ftruCtors; and while mothers in the refpe8:able 

ftations of life continued to inculcate on the 

tender minds of their ions a veneratIOn for the 

precepts of Religion~ tJ}eir pliant children, re­

cemng tht iT infhuCtlons along with the affeCbon­

ate carctIcs of their mothers, got imprcfiions 

whJch long retamed their force, and which pro­

t. r1ed them from the impulfes of youthful paf­

fions, till Iipening years fitted theIr minds for 

hftemng to {enuus infi:.rucbon from their public 

teacher<. Sobnety and decency of manners 

were then no :I1ur on the character of a youth, 

and he was thought capable of ftruggling for in­
dependence, or pre-emmence, fit either f~r/up­

parting or defendmg the fbte, although hd was 

neither a toper nor a rake. I belie;-e that no 

man who has feen thirty or forty years of hfe. 

will deny that the manner~ of youth arc fadly 
changed III this refpcCl:. And, WIthout prefum­

ing to fay that this has proceeded from the ne-

glect. 
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g~t{a, and aimoft total ceffation of the moral edu­
cation of the nurfe!'y, I thmk myfelf weI1 war~ 
ranted, from my own obCcrvation, to fay that 
this educatIOn and the fober manner~ of young 
men have quitttd us together. 

Some will call this prudery, and croaking. 
J1ut J am alrnoft tranfcnblOg from CIcero, and 
from Qumtlhan.-Cornelia, Aureba, Attia, and 
other.l!Khes of the firft rank, are praded by Ci-
• cera only f0r their emmmce In tI1lS fcfj)C'd:; but 
not becaufe tbey were /tlltu/or. Quintiltan fays, 
that in the time Immedla,tcly prior to his own, it 
had peen the ~eneral prachce of the belies of 
rank to fllpcnnh;nd the moral education both of 
fons and daughters. But of late, fay!> he, tIley 

are fo engaged III contInual and corrupting amure­
ments, fuch as the thaws of gladiators, IlOr[<:.'­

racing. and deep play, that they hare no time, 
and have Yielded their places to Greek governeffes 
and tutors, outca115 of a nation more fubdued by 

thelr own vices than by the Roman arms.-I dare 
fay this was hughed at, as cro:lking about the cor­
rLlp~n 'of the age. But wh~t was the con[(p­

quence of all tlm?-The Romans became the 
moil abandoned voluptuaries, and, to preferve 
their mean plea(ures, thty crouched as willing 
naves to a fucceffion of the vileft tyrants that 

ever difgraced humanity. 
\Vh'1t 
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\Vhat a noble fund of felf-eftimation wpuld our 

fair pal tners acquire to themfelvef" if, by refc..rming 

the manners of the young generatlOn, they fhould 

be the means of refronng peace to the world I 

They have It ttl therr power, hy tlle renewal of the 

good old cut'rom of t:arly mfi.ruClI{)TI, and perhaps 

frill more, by impreffing on the mmds of their 

daughters the [arne fentiments, and obhgll1g them 

to refpett fobriety "nd decency in the )'outht and 
pointedly to withhold theIr fmlles and civilitles 

from all who tranfgr& there in the fillallell dc­

gree. This is a method of proceeding that u;iii mqfl 
• 

certillllly be vz[forzous. Then mdled will the, wo-

men be the favlOurs of their country. \Vhllc there­
fore the German f.ur have been repeatedly L·rand­
ed WIth haVIng welcomed the Frenchmvadcr~.If<., let 

our Ladie~ ftand up fO! the honour of free-born 

Bntons, by turning agamft the pretended enlig:lt­
eners of the world, the arms which nature has put 

into their hands, and wlllch thole profilgJ.tes hayc 
prcfumptuoufly expected to employ in extend­

ing their influence over mankind. The empire of 

(. 1 have met with this charge in many places; and one 

book in particular, written by a Plllffian General Officel, 

who was III the country over-run by the Frf'llch troops, gIves 
a detail of the conduct of the women that J~ very remark­

.lble. He alfo fays thRt Infid",lIty has become v~ry prevalent 

among the ladles Jrl the higher circles. Indeed thIS mehn-

ci)oly account is to be found In many paffages of the private 

cprrefr.ondence of the Illmflmolt. 
beauty 
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beauty is but fi10rt, but the empire of virtue is 

du.~able; nor is there an inftance to be met with 

of its declll1c. If It bt" yet poffible to reform the 
world, it is paffible for the fair. By the confl:i­
tution of human nature, they mua always appear 
as the ornament of life, and be th~ objects of 

f~ndl1e[s and affcEtion; fo that if any tlung can 

make head ag.linfi the [elfinl :J.nd overbearing dif­
pofitlOns o~ l1l:ln, it JS Lis lcfJ)el'tful regard for the 
fex. But mere fondnefs has but little of the ra­

tion .• l Clcatun: in it, and we fee it halbour every 

ttly ll1 till' brcafl that 15 fill~d \\ith the me,1l1eft 

J.Il(.l ml)i1 turbulent p:J.ifl4tns. No where is It 10 . 
flror:.ts as in the hawm of the EJ.i1, and as long 

as the women ail.. nothing of the men hut fond­

nefs and admll',ltion, the) wdl get nothing c11,:­
they will never be rcfpeLfed. But let them TOule 
thcm[e]vc" ail(:! t their digpity, by {be\~ lIlg their 
own elevated ((>ntiments of hUII1,1l1 natUlL, .lllt! by 
acting up to this claim, and th~y may then COn1-

l11.lnd the world. 
V. Another good confequence that fhould rc­

fult frpm the ac.count that has been given of the 
protecdmg'> of tllis con[piraC)~ 15, that finee tUe 

fafcinating p~Ct.ur(" of human hte, by \\ hlch men 

have been wheedled intn immediate anarchy and 

rebellIon, is infincere, and .! mere artificial crea­

ture of the imagination, it can have no fieadlnefs, 

but mull be changed by every freak of fancy, or 

by 
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r,y , ',',:y mgenious fophifi, who can give an equal 

pl,n",11bllity to whatever fUlts his prefent views .. It 

.I.~ as much an airy phantom as a."ly other whim of 

Free Mafunry, and has no prototype, no onginal 

pattern in human nature, to which recour[e may 

always be had, to correct mi{~akes, and keep 

thmgs 1n a conftant tenor. Has not France given 

the moil: unequivocal piDofs of thi:,? \Vas n~t 
t he declaratIOn of the RighI s of M:m, the pro­

ducrion of thelf mon. bnlhant IlIumir.ators, a pic­

ture In abjlra/Jo, where man was placed at a dlf. 

tance from the eye, that no falie light of local 

fituation might pervqt the Judgment or engage 

the pJ.ffions? 'Vas l[ not declaled to be the. ma[­

terplccc of human wifdom? Did not tTle ndtion 

confider it at ledl.llc? and having It contmually 

before their eyc~, did they not, Uep h) {tep, give 

their afient to the chfferent artickc; of thell' Con­

filtutlOn, dellycd [rom it, and fdbllcated by 
their moil chOice Illuminators? And did not tIns 
Conflitution draw the appbufcs of the bnght gc­

nlufcs of other natIOns, who by this time were bufr 
in peri'uading, e.Kh his count!} men, that they 

vere Ignoramu[cs in {btlfiics, and patient\~avc~ 
of oppl<:ffion or of anClcnt preJudicf's? Dld not 

pancgyt ics on It lifuc from every garret in LOfl­

don? \V hel e is it now? where is its fucccffor ? 
Has anyone plan of government fubflfted, except 

wIuk it was lupported by the Incontrollable and 
inexorable 
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inexorable power of the guillotine? Is .not the 

p,refent adrniniftration of France as much as.ever 
the object of uifcontent and of terror, and its co­

ercions as like as ever to t.he fummary juftice of 

the Parifian mob? Is there any probability of its 
permanency 10 a ftate of peace, when the fcars 
of a foreign enemy no longer give a conioltda­
'tion to '-heir meafures, and oblige them either 

to agree among them[elves, or immediately to 

perifh ? 
V 1. The above accounts evince in the moil: 

uncontrovertible manner the dangerous tende-ncy 

of all myihcal focietic'i. and of all a1fociations 
whl) hold fedet meetings. We fee that theIr 

unifonn progrefs has been from frivolity and non­
fenfe to wlckedIlc[s and fedition. \Velfhaupt has 
been at great pains to f1lOw the gond efieas of 

fecrecy in the Affociat ion, and the argumcflb are 

valid for hi~ purpofe.-But all his art;mnents are 

fo tl1any dIffuaflVe advice~ to every tlunking and 

faber mmd. The man who really \\Iibee; to dif­
cover an abftrufe truth wlll place him[clf, if pof­
fible, !n a calm fituatlOn, and wIll by no means 
ex.pofc himfeIf to the impatient hankering forJ"e­

crets and w'Jndcrs-anu he wIll alw.iYs fear tllat 
a tIling whIch refolutely conceals itfelf cannot 
bear the light. All who pave fenou:!1y employed 

th~mfe1ves in the dtfcovery of truth have found 

ihe great advantages of open communication of 
fcntiment. 
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{entiment. And it 15 agamft cO'amon [enfe to 
imagine that there is any thing of vaft import­

ance to mankind whIch is yet a fecret, and which 
muft be kept a fecret in order to be uieJul. This 

is againft the whole experience of mankind-And 
furely to hug in one's breaft a [ccret of fuch 
mighty importance, is to give the he to all our 

profeffions of brotherly love. 'Vhat a folecifm' a 
fecret to enlighten and reform the whole world.­
We render all our endeavours Impotent when we 

grafp at a thing beyond our power. Let an afio­
ciation be formed with a ferious plan for refurm­

ing Its own members, anc let the~ extend their 
numbers In proportion as the¥ fucceed--this 
might do [orne g8od.-But muft the way of do­
ing this be a fceret ?-It may be to many- Nho 

wIll not look for it where It IS to be found-It is 

this: 

" Do gnod,-feek pcace,-and purfue It " 

Rut it is alm0fl a~ronting the reader to "urpore 
arguments necc![dl y on this point. If there be a. 
neceffity for fecrccy, the purrofc of the A1K~i­
atiO'n is cnber ftivolotls, or it i5 felfi!h. 

Now, In eltht>f' cafe, the danger cf fuch fecret 
;l{[cmblic5 is manifeft.-Mcre frivolIty ran never 

icrioufly occupy mcn come to age. And accord­
ingly we fec that in every quarter of Europe 
where Free Mafonry has been eftabIifhed, the 

Lodges 



~HAP. I\T. TIlE FRENCH ItEVOt tTTI6lt. 465 

Lodges have become feedbeds of public mifchief. 

l believe that no ordmary Brother will fly that tbe 
occupations in the Lodges are any thmg better 

than frivolous, very frivol.ou~ indeed. The difrri· 
bution of charity needs be no fecret, and it io. but 
a very [mall part of the C'mploymcbt of the meeting. 

This being the cafe, it is in hum:m nature that 

the greater we fuppore the frivolity of fuch an 
affociatiop to be, the greater IS the chance of its 
ceafing to give fufficlent oc~up:ttion to the mind, 

and the greatel is the nlk that the meetings may 

be employcd to other purpofes which require 

concealment. • \Vhen !his happens, felf~intercit 
aloae mull: prompt and rule, and now there is no 

length that fome men will not go, whcn they 
think themfelves in no danger of detection and 
punifhment. The whole proceed lOgs of the fe~ 

cret focietlcs of Free Maions on the Continent 

(and I am authonfed to fay, of fame Lvugf's in 
Britain) have taken onc turn, and this turn is per­
fectly natural. In all countnes there arc men of 
licentIOus morals. Such men W1111 to have a fafe 

opPlJr~unity of indulgmg their wits in latire and 
fafcafm; and they are pleaf~d with the fupJfort 
of others.-: The. dcfire of ma.klUg profclytcs IS in 

every breaft-ancl It I.S whetted by the rdl:raints 
of fociety.-And all countrIes have dJfcontented 

men, whofe gr'Jmblmgs will raife difcontent in 
others, who might nat have attended to fome of 

H H the, 
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M\C tufting hard(hips and inju~iec; they met 
lIIid~ had they. not been reminded of them. 
To be dlfcontented, and not to think of fdu:l11CS 
of roorers, IS wlfat we CaRoot think natural Of 

manly ;.-and where can fuch (eli\timents 3M 

~hemes find fucA fafe utterance alld fuch proba­

ble fupport as in a fecret focicty? Free Ma1()nry 
~ innocent of all there things; but F'ree Ma[onr1 

laas been abufed, and a.t Iaft totally perverted~ 

and [0 wlll and muft any fuch {ccret a1fo€iatio~ 
..., long as men are hcentiou~ III their ovinlOlls or 
vHckS!d \rI. t.hel{ dlotpofitiDI1S. 

It werF devoutly to be wifhed therefore that 

the whole Fraternity would imitate the t1'IlIy 
,,~nevolent conduct: of tho~Gennan Lodgc< who 
h,we form.lHy brohn up, and made a patriotIc 

fa.crificc of their amubnent to the fafctj[ of the 

fta.te. I cannot .think the facrifice great or coft ~ 
Iy. It Coln be no difficult matter to find as pIca.­

tant a way of paffing a vacant hO\Jr-and the 
c:barftablc deeds of fhe members need not diuu­

nifh in the fmalleL! degree. Every perCon's httla 
.:,irde cf acquaintance will giveh1moppor.to1TJj,tic~ 
~f gratifying his kind difpofttJOns. without th& 
~hance of being miftaken in the worth of the per­

~n on whom he beftows his favOliJors.. There is 
:no occtliion. to go to St. Peterfburg fOl' a. poor 
Brother) nor to (nelia for a convert to Cbriftlan. 

ity. as long as we fee fo many .fu.tfcrCI:S- ana inti­

~c::ls 6llflong ourfdn~s, 
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But not only are ft;cret fociet'ies d~ngerous, but 
~U focielles whoCeobjdl: is m~fterious. The wllole 

hifiory of man IS a proof of this pofition. In nO 

age or country has there CVLr appeared a l1lyfte-­
rious a1fociation which did not in time becomo a 

public nUlfance. Ingenious or deligning men of 

letters have attempted to !how that fome of the 

ancient myfteries wereuCeful to mankmd,contain .. 

ing ratlOpai doCtrine:, f)f natural religion. This 

was'the ihong hold of \VeIOi:lUpt, and he quotes 

.the Eleufinian, the Pythagorean, a.nd other my­
fteries. But Curely their external figns and tokens 

were every thing that I~ fhockmg to decency and 

civ"il order. It is uncommon prefumption for the 

learned of the 18th century to pretend to know 

more about them than theIr cOlltemporaries, tla 
philol0phers, the lawgivers of antiqmty. The[e 

give no fuch account of thc:m. I would deJire any 

l)crfon who admues the ingenious u;1fertations 

of Dr. Warburton to read a dull German 11ook, 

called Cara8m}ltk der Myjlmen d~r Alterll, pub­
hlhed at Frankfort in 1787. The aut110r con· 

teI'ts.himfelf wlth a patient colleflion of every 

{trap of every ancient author who has Caid "any 
thing ab0l!t them. If the reader can fee any thing 
in them but the mof!: abfurd and immoral poly­
thellm and fable, he mua: take words in- a fenC= 

that is u[elefs;n reading any other piece of ancient 

compofitlon. I have a notion that the Dionyfiacs 
Ii Ii 2. of 
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of Ionia had fome {cientific [cereI5, viz. all the 

knowledge of practical mechanics which was em­

ployed by their architects and engineers, and that 

they were really a Mafol1lc FraternIty. But, hke the 

Illuminati, they tagged to the fecrc{s of Mafoory 

the {ccret of drunkennefs and debauchery; they 

had theu Slfrer Lodg~s, and at bft became re~els, 

fubverters of the States where they vTere protected. 
till aiming at the dominion of ::..11 Ionia, they were 

attacked by the neigh bouring States, and ilijlerted. 

They were Illuml!1ators too, and wante,i to In­

troduce the worfhip of Bacchus over the whole 
country. Kal T1ll.IO~!J"l;' T'Y;V' A(Tla~ ~A"U XlteIEpc..cnnTE~, 

fIoE'X.P' T'I1, hcl'II''I1'. Strabo - Perhaps the Pythago're­
ans had alfo [orne fcientific £ecrets . but they too 

were Illuminators, U'lJ thought it their n\lry to 

over[et the State, and were themfelvcs overfct. 

Nothing is [0 dangerous as a myibc Affoclation. 

The objeCt remaining.1. [ecrct in the hands of tht' 

man~.gets, the tefl: fimply put a nllg in their own 

Ilofcs, by which they may be led about at plca­
{ure; and ftill panting after the fecret, they are 

the better pJ~fed the Ids they f~e of theiT< ooy. 
A rl1yftictl object: enables the leader to fhlft 11'15 
ground ns he pleafes, and to accomm9date hm1-
ie}f to every current falbion or prer<iic(. TIl IS 

again -gives hi'm almoft unlimi ted ]J'Jwer; for he 

can make ufe of thefe pflJudit:c5 to lead men by 
troops. He find!) them al ready a{[o(.i.lted by tlmr 

prejud ices, 
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preJudices, and waiting for a leader to COllcentrste 

LJleir flrength and fet them in motion. And when 

uncc gr~at bodies of men are fet in motion, with 

a creatUlc of t helr fancy for ::t guide, even the en~ 

glnL..:!r bl:llldf Clnnot fay, " ThuS' far /halt thou 

" g0, ane dO f:uther." 

YTJ '\ V e m'ly alIa gather from what we have 
fL:n, tL.ll all declamatlO!1J on univerfal philan­

thl VI 'j .ue dangeru LIS. Their natural and imme­

(li;lIC effeCt on the mmd i~ to IOcreafe the dlfcon­

tents of the unfortunate, and of thoft> in the 4~ 

bonous ranks of life. Noone, even of the Illu­

mmators, wIll dcny th:w: thole ranks muft be fill­

ed,. if rociety· eXlfl:s in any degree of cultivation 
whatever, and that thcrc Will always be a greater 

number of men who have no farther profjleCl:. 

Surely it IS unklOd to put fuch men continually in 

mind of a Hate in· which they might be at their 

<;afe; and It is unkindncfs unmixed, becaufe all 

thc change that they will produce will be, th4t 

James wIll ferve John, who formerly was the fer­

vant of James. Such declamations naturally tend 

to ~allfe men to make light of the obligations and 

(.hJties of common patriotinu, becaufe thefe.are 

reprefcntl!d as fubordinate and inferior to the 

greater ana more noble affection of ul11verfal be­
nevolence. I do not pi~tend to fay that patriot­

jfm is fc,undecl in ~ationally percelVed pre-emi-

H H 3 nencc 
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nence or excellence of the fociety with which we 

are conneCted. But ifit be a fad: that fociety Wlll 

not advance unlefs its members take an intereft In 

it, and that human nature improves only in focie­

ty, furcly this Ihtercfi. lbould beclwrifhed in every 

breaft. Perhaps national union arifcs from na­

tional animofity;-but they are plainly diftin­

guifhable. and unIon is not necetfarily produCtive 

of inJufiicB. The fame arguments that have any 

force againft patriotlfin arc equally good againO: 

thct preference which natural inftintt gives parents 

~r tlu~ir chlldren ~ and Curely no one can doubt 

<'If the propritty of maiatainmg thIS in its full force, 
{ubject however to the precife laws of juftice. < 

But I am in the wrong to adduce paternal or 

filial affection in defence of patriotifm and !cyal­

ty, finee even thQfe natural inftintts are reprobat­

ed by the lllumbwti, as hoftile to the all.compre­

hending phIlanthropy. Mr. de la Metherie fay~. 

that among the mvillorials fent from the clubs in 

England to the N oltional Atfembly, he read two. 
(printed,) in which the Affembly was requeUed to 
tftabltfh a commumty of WIVes, and to take,c",lIl­

.ireTi' from theil parents, and educate them for tlit) 
tlatioll. In full compltance with this dittate of 

univerfal phIlanthropy, Weifhaupt \~ou]d have 

murdered his own child and his concubine,-anQ 

Orleans v~ted the deatl1 of hit. near relation. 

S Indeed~ 
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Indeed, of all the confeq1.lences of Illumination. 
the moil. melancholy 1.$ this revolution. whi¢h it 
feem~ to optrate in the heart of man,-tbis fg(oO 

cible facnflce of every affel'tioo of the heart to an 
ideal divinity, a mere creature of the imagination. 
-It teems a prodigy, yet It is a matter of eXpe!4 

ticnce, that the farther: We advance, or vaih1l 

fuppofe that we do advance, in the knowledge of 
our mental powers, the more are our moral feel­
ings ilatiened and done away. I remember read. 

ing~ long ago, a dltfertation on the nurfing of in­

fants by a French academician, Le Cointre ofVer. 
[..lilIes. He indelicately fupports his theories bythi 

• 
qfe of his o~n fan, a. weak puny infant, whem 
his mother was obliged to keep conttnually ~p­

plied toherbofom, fo that {he rarely could get two 

hours of fleep during the time of CUCkling him. 

M. Le Coiutre f'1Ys, that {he contlaCted for this 
infant ",me partialtte fout-a-fait deraiforJllhle."-../.. 
Plato, or Socrate'), or Cicero, would prcbably ha-tt 

explatned tl115 by the habitual exerct1e of pIty, a. 
very endearing emotion.-But our Academician, 

b~tter illuminated, [olves it by ibmuli on tJle )11-

-'fill;, and on the nerves of the frin, and bl t\le 
meeting of the hurnifying aur", &c, and tides 
not (eern to think that young Le Cointre was 
much indebted to hl~ mother. It 'Would amu¥: 

R'\t to learn that this was the wretch Le Cointre, 

M::lJot of the Natwrntl Guard. ofVerfailles, Whf) 

H H 4 counte-
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countenanced and encouraged the illockmg trea~ 
fon and barba: lty of thofe ruftjan<; on the 5th and 

-6th of Ottober 1)89. Complete freezing of the 

heart '\\-"auld (I ilunk) be the confequence of a 

theory which could perfectly explalll the affec ... 

tions"by vlbratlOl1S or cryftallIzatlOm.-Nay. any 

very FIleCt theory or mo.,ral fentiments muft have 

iomethll1g of lhis tenc.lency.--Perhaps the anClent 

fyftems of mor.!1 philofophy, which were chiefly 

fearchc!:> after the jitmmllm bonum, and !yftems of 

moral dutlcS, tended more to fon-n.and ftrengthen 

the heart, and produce (l worthy roan, than the 

moft perfect theory of modern 1.lmes, which ex-.. 
plains every phenomenon by means of a nice :l.J:}.a-
tomy of our affections. 

So far therefore as we are really more illumi.­

l1atcd, it may chance to gIve us an eafier vIttory 

over the natural or inftinCtive attachme,pts of man­
kind, and make the facrifice to univerfal philan­

thropy Ids cofl:ly to the heart. I do not how­

eyer pn:tend to rdy that this IS really the cafe; 

but I thiuk myfelf fully warranted to fay, that in­
creafe of virtuous affechons in general has no.t 

(} 

.been the fruit of modern llIumin,ation. I Wl1! 
f • • • 

not agaIn ficken the reader, by callIng h15 atten-
tion to WeiOlaupt and hi~ affociates 'Or fucccf­

fors. But let us candidly contemplate the world 

around us, and particularly the perpetual ad­

vo~ates of univerfal philanth.ropy. 'Vhat have 
been 
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been the general effects of their continual d~cla.-

rp.ations? Surely very melancholy j nor can it 
calily be otherwif~.~An ideal ftandard is conti· 

nually referred to. This IS ffi<\d(' gIgantic, by being 

always fcen indifhnctly, a~ through a. mift, 01 

rather a fluttering air. In compariion with tHis, 
every feeling that we hav~ been accuuomed to reo 
[pett vani01c:; ns mGgnificant; and, adoptIng the 

Jefuitical maxim, th~t "the great .end fancbfie~ 
H every mean," tIllS fum ofCofmo-pohtical good 

is made to echpfe or cover all the pfelent evil: 

wluch muG: be endured for it. The faCt now iSI 

that we are become [o.famdianCcJ with cnormi· 

tJc'lt fuch as brutality to the weaker fex, crueh) 

to old age, wanton lefinement on bJ,rharity, thai 

we naw hear unmoved accounts of {cenes, from 

whlch, a few years ago, we would have {hrunk 

hack with horror. 'VJt11 cold hearts, and a me­

taphyfical fC.lle, we mcafure the prell:JJt J!1i[erje~ 

of our fdlow-clcatures, and comp,l'e them with 
the accumulated mlfenes of former tlme~, occa­

honed through a courfe of ages, and afcribed to 

thql.lpbition of Princes. In thiS artIficial man­

Tl'-r are the atrocities of France extenuated; And 
we frruggle, and partly Cucceed, in rcafonl11g our­

felves out of all the feelings whicJl link men to­

gether in [ociety.-The t~f"5 of fat:ler, huib:md, 

brother. friencl,-all are abandoned for an emo­
tion which we muft even ftnve to excitc,-univer-

I 
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1al philanthropy. But this is [ad perverfion of na­

ture. "He that loveth not his brother whom he 

" hath [cen, how can he love God whom hI" hath 

" not feen ?"-Stillle[s can he love this Ideal be­

ing, of which he labours to conjue up fome m· 

diftinct and fleetmg notion. It is .1.1[0 highly ab­

furd; fort in trying to LOllec1: the circurr.ftances 

1Vhich confi:itute the enjoyments of this Citizen 

of the World, we find ourfelvc'S jufr brought back 

to the very moral feelings which we are 'wantonly 

throwing away. Wei.illaupt allures us by the hap­

pinefs of the patriarchalltfe as the Jum11wm bonum 
Qf man. But if it is any/hing more than eating 

and fleeping. and fquabblingwith tI1c nelghbo·Jr. 

,ing patriarchs, it muft conilft in the domeftit..: and 
IletghbourIy affections, ilJ'ld every other agrQ(~o.blo 

moral feeling, all which are to be h~ in our pre­

tent fiate in ~-eater abundance. 
But this is all a pretence ;-the wick.ed cc.r­

rupters of mankind have no fuch views of human 

feliCIty, nor would they be contented with it i~ 
they want to intrigue and to lead; and their p.". 
triarchallife anfwers the fame purpofe of tickling 
the fancy as the Arcadia of the poets. Hora\.e 
thows the f.ivolity of thefe declamations, without 

formaUy enouncing the moral, jn" his pretty 
Ode, 

Bta/us iill qui procul nlgclitl. 

The 
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The ufurer, after expatiJ.ting on this Arcadian 

felicit)'l hurries away to 'Change, and puts his 
whole calli again out to ufury. 

Equally ineffectIve are thp declamations of 
Cofmo-polttifm on a mind filled \.\ ~th felfifu 
paffions ;-they juft ferve it for a fubterfuge.­

The tics Qf ordinary lIfe are broken in the firO: 
place, and the Citizen of the World is a. wolf 
of tLe defert. 

The unhappy confeqt1ence is, that the natural 
progrefs of lrberty is retarded. Had this ignis fa­
tflus not appeared and mined us, the improve­

ments which true lll,.minatlOn has really pro~ 
du.:eJ, the {ncreafe in fciences and arts, and 

the improvement III our eftimate oflife and hap­

pinefs, WQul(l have continued to work lilently 

find gradually in aJl nations; and thofe which 

are Ids fortunate in point of government would 
alfo have Improved, by lIttle and l~ttk-, with­

out lofing any fenfible portion of their prefent 
enjoyments in the pofftffion of nches, or honours, 

or power. Thofe pretenfions would gradu<\.lly 

halle. come to balance each other, and true 
liberty, fuch as Britons enj~y, might have taken 

pl~ over all. 
Inftead ~f this, the inhabitants of every State 

are put into a fituatlOn where every individual is 

ala,rmcll-and injured by the fucce[s of another, be­

caufe all pre-eminence is criminal. Therefore there 

muft be perpetual jealoufy and ftruggle. Princes 
are 
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;;.re now alarmed, fin<..c they fee the aim of the 
lower cbires, and they repent of theIr formel 
hbeml conceffions. All parties maintain a fullcn 

dIilance and rc[erve ;-the people become un­

:mly. and the Sovereign hard-hearted; [u that 
hberty, fuch as call be enjoyed in peace, is ba­
nifhed from the country. 

VIII. \Vhen we [ce how eagerly the Illunu~ 

nati endea.voured to infinuate theIr Brethren lllto 

all offices which gave them Influence on the 
publIc mind, and particularly into ielrinaries of 
education, we fhQuld be particularly caret111 to 

prevent them, and ought ,to exammc WIth anxi~ 

om attclllion the manner of tlllnk1l1g of all Vuho 
otfcr thcl1l[elves for teacher" uf youth. There 
i.5 HO pJ.rt of the [eCi et c'- "J cfi10ndence of Spar­
taeus and h\s Aifoclates, 111 wInc.h we fee mor~ va­
ried and artful '11cthods for [ccuring pupils, thaR 

il' hIS own conduct reiptlcring; the frudents m the 
Ul1lverfity, and the IJJJunclion:, he gIves to others. 
There are two men, Sacher and Drexl, who 
hau the general infpeClion of the fchools m the 
Electorate. They arc tJ;cated by Spartacus a~ ~er­
iOllS of the greateH. conlcquence, and the IDftruC'­
tions gIven them frlCk at no kind of t:.orruption. 
\Veifhaupt is at pains, by circuitou~ and mean 
~rt~, to induce young gentlemen to come under 
Ius carc, and, to one w110m he defcribes in an,. 
other letter as a little mailer who muft have 
APuch indulgence, he caufes it to be intlO'lat~d. 

that 
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their influence nluf!: be very great. Indeed thi~ 

2I1xicty fu~uld extend to all offices which In any 
way give the holders :lny remarkable illflu<;!nce 

on the minds of conliderable numbers. Such 

ihould always be filled by men of immaculate 

charadcrs ahd approved principles; and, 111 times 

like the prcfent, where the mof!: dfentl:ll quc[- , 
tions art" the fubJeCt:s of frequent dircuffion~ we 
Jhould always confider with [Otfle dlfhufl the men 

who are very ca.utious in declaring, their opmions 

(In thefe qudtions. 
It is a great misfortune undoubtedly to feel 

()ur[elvcs in a fituation wl'.lch makes us damp the 

enjoyments of life with [0 much fufpicion. But 

the hif!:ory of mankmd fhows us that many gI"eat 

revolutions have been produced by rc"n()t~ and 

apparently frivolous cauCes. \Vhen tlungs come 
to a height, it is frequently impoffible to find a 

cure-at any rate medicilJa fcro paratur, and it 11: 

IllUch better to prevent thedlieafe-pri1fCtpfis 0074 

-venicnti Oc(UTrztc mot ba. 

IX. Nor can It be {aid that thefe are vain feus. 

'Ve know that the enemy is working amo:l~ us. 

ane! t.hat tbere are manv appear:mces in theft: kil1g~ 
doms which ftrollgly rc(emlJ!c tilL '.ontrivance 

of this J.lngcrous atluc:atlon. VV (' Jd;uW that 

before the Order of IllUil1l11:-.U \\:15 bro\..en up by 

the EleCtor of Bavana, there wel\: fcveral Lodges 

in Br~tam, and we may be ccrt~.in th~t they are 

not 
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not all broken up. I know that they are not, and 
th2.t within thefe two ye:m fome Lodges were ig .. 
norant, or affected to be [0, of the corrupted prill" 

ciplcs and dangerous ddigns of the Illuminati, 
The conftitution. of the Order fllOWS thJ.t this 
may be, for the Lodges themfeJY(·s were illumi­

nated by degrees. But I l11ufi remark that we can 
hardly fuppofe :1 Lodge to he eftablilhed In any 
place, un,lefs there be [orne very zC:llous Brothel' 
at hl.nO to inftruft: and dlrc2~ it. And I think 
that a perfon can halttly be ~dvaD(cd :lS far all 

the rank of Scotch KOlght of the Order, alld be 
a fafe man ei.ther for ~r church or ftate. I am 
very well informed that there are feveral thou­
f:l.nds of fubfcribing Brethren in London alone, 
and we can hardly doubt but that many of that 
number are welJ advanced. The vocabulary aleC) 
of the Dluminati is current i!1 certain focieties 
among us. The[e foc:ieties have taken the very 
name ana conftitution of the French and German 
focieties. Correfponding-Affiliated - Provincial 
-Refcript-Conventlon-Re~ng Societies­
Citken of the World-Lib<;rty and Equality, the 
fmprefcriptible Rights of Man, &c. &c. And 
muft it not be acknowledged that our public ar­
biters of literary ment ha.ve greatly changed their 
manner of treatment of theological and politicat 
writings of late years? TIll Paine's Age of Rea-
10n appeared, the moft fceptical wntings of Eng .. 

land 
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land kept within the bounds of d('cency and of 
argument, and we have not, in the courfe of two 
centuries, one piece that fuould be compareu with 
many of the blackguard prouutlions of the Ger~ 
man preffes. Y ct even thofe performances ge­
nerally met with fuarp reproof as well as jUdlCioU'l 
refutation. This is a tribute of commendation to 
which my country is moll juftly wtItled. In a 
former part of my life 1 was l)rett y cnnyer[ant in 
writings of this kind, and have {~en almoft every 
Englifh performance of note. I cannot exprefs 
the furptife and dlfguft WlllCh I felt at the number 
and the grofs indecency <.1f the Ge~man olfferta­
tions \\ hich have come in my way finee I be~an 
this lIttle hillary-and many of the titles Wl1 1Ch I 
oblerve In the Leipzig catalogues are {ueh ac; I 

thll1k no Britllb writer would m.lke ufe of. I am 
told that the liccntioufnefs of the prefs ha'S bc~n 
equally remarkable in France, even before the 

RcvolutlOll.-May this fenfe of propnety and 
decency long continue to protect us, and fupport 
the national charntl:er for real good breeding, as 

our attamments 10 ,manly [dence have hith~rto 
gained us the refpetl: of the furrounding nations~! 

I cannot help thinking that Rr~tifh jentiment, 
or Britlfh Jdicacy, is changed; fur PalllC's book 
is treated by moft of Our R~viewers with an af­
fected liberality and candour, anJ is laid before 
the public as quite new matter, and a f.lir field for 

difcuffion 
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diicuffion-and it fhikes me as if 01.lf critics were 
more ra.reful to let no fault of his opponents paCs 
unnoticed, than to f'xpofe the futility and rudenefs 
of thi" mdelicate wrJter. In the reviews of poli­
tical wri tlllgS we feA'ew of thofe kind endeavours, 
whIch real love for our conftitutlOnaI government 
woulJ induce a. writer to employ In order to 
leifen the fretful dIfcontents of the people; and 
there IS frequently Letrayed a fatlsfacbon at find~ 
ing adml~iftratlOn in ftraits, t'ither through mif­
conduer or mlsfortune. Real love frn our conn· 
try and its government would (1 think) induce :J. 

perron to nux wlth hiioclltlclfms fome [entime~ts 
of ~mpathy ;lth the embarrafiincnt of a mil}liler 
loaded with the bufinefs of a great natIon, in a 
fi tu:ttlOn never before experienced hy any minifter. 
The (ritie would recolleer that the nllllifier was a 
man, lubjetl to error, but not neceffanly nor alto­
gether bale. But lt feerns to be an afiuDlcd prm­
Clple with fome of our politiCal writers ilnd re­
viewers that government mu(\: always be in fault', 
and that every tlung needs a reform. Such were 
t he beginnings on the contipcnt, and we cannot 
ooubt but that attempts are made to intlu~nce 
the public Jllmd in thIs country, In the very way 
ihat has been practifed abroad.-Nay, 

X. The iletcftable dodrines of IlIuminatifm 
have been openly preached among us. Has not 
Dr. Prteftly faid, (1 think in one of his letters on 

I I the 
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the Birmingham riots,) "That if the condition of 
., ,other nations be as much improved as that of 
" France will be by the change in her fyftem of 
" government, the great crifis, dreadful as it may 
" appear, will be a confummation devoutly to b~ 
&, wilhed for ;-and though calamitous to many. 
" perhaps to many innocent perf om), will be even. 
" tuaJJy gJOTJOUS and llappy ?"-ls not this equir 
valent to SpartacU5 f.'lying, .. True-there will b. 
"a fiorm, a convulfion-but all will be calm 
"again ?" - Does Dr. Pnefiley dllnk that the Bri­
tinl will part more eafily than their neighbours in 
France with their propert:' and honours, fecured 
by ages of peaceable polleffion, protected by law. 
and acquiefced in by aU who wiGl and hope that 
their own defcendants ll'lay reap the fruits of thejr 
honeft induftry?-Will they make a lefs manly 

I' 

ftruggle ?-Are they lees numerous ?-Muft h~ 
friends, his patrons, whom he has thanked, and 
praifed, and flattered, yield up all peace~ly, or 
fall in the general ftruggle? This writer has al­
ready given the moft prornifing fpecimens of his 
own docility in the principles of Illuminatifm,land 
has 'Already paired th.rough feveral degrees of ini­
tiation. He has refined and refined on Chrifii­
anity,-~d boafts, like a.nother Spartacus, that he 
has, at laft, hit on the true fecret.-Has he not 
been preparing the minds of his readers for Athe­
i£m by his Thegry of Mind, ~ by hi~ Commen-

tary 
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tary on the unmeaning jargon of Dr. Hartley ~ 
I call it unmeaning jargon, that I may avoid giv­
ing it a more appofite and difgraceful name. 
For, if intelligence and defign he nothing but a 
certain modification of the vibratluncula: or un· 
dulations of any kind, what is fupreme intelli. 
gence, but a more extenfive, and (perhaps they 
will call it) refined undulation, pervading or mix­
ing with ~l others? Indeed it is in this very man­
ner that the univerfal operation of intelligence is 
pretended to be explained. As any new or par­
tial undulation may be fuperinduced on any other 
alreadyexifti-!;lg, and tI.i-s without the If'aft dlfturb· 
ante or confufwl1, [0· may the inferior intelli­
gences in the univerfe be only fuperinduaions on 
the operations of this fupreme intelligence which 
pervade,; them all.-And.thus an u,ldulation (of 
what ~ furely of fomething prior to and independ­
ent of this modification) is the cauie of all the 
beings in the univerfe, and of all the harmony and 
beauty that we obferve.-And th\5 undulation is 
the ~bjea. oflove, and gratitude, and confidence 
{thAt.is, of other kinds of undulations).-Fortu-. 
natelyall this has no meaning.-But furely, if any 
thing can tend to diminifh the force of our religi. 
ow tentiments, and make all Dr. Prieftley's dif­
coveries in Chriftianity infignifi(;a.nt, this will 
do it. 

Were it poffible for the departed foul of N ew­
ton to feel pain., h~ would furdy recolleCt-with re-

J 1. 2 ,ret 
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gret that unhappy hour, when pcovoked by Dr. 
Hooke's charge of plagiarifm, he firft threw out 

his whim of a vibrating rether, to {how what 
might be made of an hypoth('Ii~.-For Sir Ifane 

Newton muft be a.llowed to hav~ paved the way 
for much of the atomical plulofophy of the moJ 
derns. Newton's <ether is a1fumed as alae tolum 

by every precipitate fciohft, who. in defpite of 
logic, and in contradiction to all the prinCIples of 
mecl1alllcs, gives us theones of mufcular motion, 
of animal fenfation, and even of mtelhgence and 
volition, by the undulations of <etherial fluids. Not 
one of a hUIldred of thcfe tl'eorifu can go through 
the fundamental theorem -of all this doctrme, the 
.7th prop. of the 2-d book of the PnnClpia., a.nd 
not one in a thoufand know that Newton's invef­

tigatiOll is inconclufive.-Yet they talk of the ef-. . 
fects and mo(ilficatlOns of thofe undulatIOns as £1-
miliarly and confidently as If they could demon­
fixate the propofitlOns m Euclid's Elements. 

Yet f uch is th~ reafoning that latl~fies Dr. Pridl. 

ky.-But I do not fuppofe that he has yetatta.ined 
ills acme of IiluminatlOn. His genius has, heen 

crao.ped by Bciti!h preJudices.-Thefe need nor 
fway his miud any longef'. He is oow in, that" rara 
~, temj>lJr;s {et loct} !eLtcitate. ubI fmlire qUd wl/s, e/ 
'" qUtf jel1ttar tif.Cere IIc#,"-in the country which 
was honoured by giving the world the firft avowed 

edition of the Age " Re.aJo~ with the naJIlCof the 
{hop 
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fbop and publither. J m'lke no doubt hut that 
his mind will now take a hIgher flight,-and we 

may expect to fee him fire " that train bv which 
" he boaftcd th:1t he would blow up tIle relIgious 

" eftablifhment of his ftupid and enflavcd nativt: 
" country."-Pcaee be with him.-But I gneve 

that he has left al;y of his friends and :1b~ttors 
among us, who dech .. lm, in the moft vlOler!t and 
uTlqualified terms, againft all national Efl:.ablifh~ 

ment~ of RelIgIOn, and in no fnf'ndly terms of 

any eftabli111ments whieh maintain or allow any 
privileged Orders. DIfcantingmuch on fuch topics 
Ulcrcafcs th~ dtffatisf:ttion of the lefs fortunate 
p~rt of mankind, wh; naturally repine at ru:lvan­

tages which do not arire from the p¢rfonal merit 
of the poifeiIor, although they are the natural and 
neceiIary fruits of merit m their ancefiors, and of 

the Jufbec and feeunty of our happy Conttitu­
tion. Nowell informed and {enfible man will 

(leoy that the greateft lnJury wa.s done to pure 

Rel(glOn when Conilantll1e declared Chnihanity 
to.be the ReliglOn of the Empire, and veiled the 
Ch~rch with all the ridles and power of the 

Heathen Prieilhood But 1t IS falfe th.lt this was 
the {auree of all or of the worfi: corruptions of 

Chriftianity. The mLrefi: novice In Church Hif­
tory \nows that the errors of the Gnofiics. of 
the Cerinthians, and others, kmg preceded this 

event, and that thoufands loft thelr lives m thofe 

I I 3 meta-
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rnetaphyfit:al difputes. But I cannot help think­
ing that, in the prefent condition of Europe, re· 
ligion would defert the world, if the opinions of 
men were not directed, in fome proper degree, by 
National Eftablifuments. Tead.en. among the 
Indepel}c1ents will court popularity. as they have 
always courted it; by foitenng fome favourite 
and rJifcriminating opin£on of their hearers. The 
old fubJetts af debate hwe now 100: their zeft, 
and I f}loL.:d fear that the tCJ.chers would find 
it a fuccefsful, as it 15 an ea(y road to popularity~ 

to lead their hearers through a fefies of refine­
ments, till they arlt landed, much to their fatis­
faction, in the Materialifm of Dr. Prieftley. frOm 
which it is but a ftep to the Atheifm of Diderot 
and Condorcet. 

Seeing that there are fuch grounds of appre­
henfion, I think that we have caufe to be on our 
guard, and that every man who has enjoyed the 
fweets of Britifh liberty fhould be very anxious 
indeed to preferve it. We fhould difcourage all 
fecret affemblies, which afford opportunities to 
the difaffeaed, and a!1 converfations which fofter 

~ , 

any notions of political perfeCtion, and create 
hahkerings after unattainable happinefs. There 
only increafe the difcontents of the unfortu­
nate, the idle, and the worthlefs.-Above all,­
we 1hould be careful to difcourage and check 
immorality and liceniioufnefs in every 1hape. 

For 
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For this will of itfelf fubvert every government, 
and will filbject us to the vile tyranny of a pro­
fligate mob. 

XI. If there has ever beeu a feafon in which 
it was proper to call upon the public inftruCtors 
of the nation to exert themlelves in the caufe of 
Religion and of Virtue, it is furely the prefent. 
It appears, frum the tenor of the whole narration 
before tl:!.e reader, that Religion and Virtue are 
confidered as the great oLftades to the comple­
tion of this plan for overturning the governments 
of Europe-and I hope that I have made it evi­
dent that tllO[e cOn1pirators have prefuppofed 
thM there is deeply rooted in the heart of man 
a fincere veneratIOn for unfophlfticated Virtue, 
and l1n affet1:ionate propenfity to Religion; that 
is, to confider this beautiful world as the pra'­
duction of wifdom and power. refiding in a Be­
Ing different flom the world itfelf, and the na­
tural ohJeCt of admiration and of love.-I do not 
fj)ea;k of the truth of this principle at prefent, but 
only of its reality, as an impreffion on the heart 
of' man. Thefe prillcip1s:s mufi: therefore be 
worked on,-and they are acknowledged (0 be 
1l:rong, becaufe much art is employed to eradi~te 
them, or to overwhcIm them by other powerful 
agents.--We alfo fee that Religion and Virtue 
are confidered by thore cor!~pters as dofely 
united, a.nd as mutually fupportin~ each other. 

I 1 4 This 
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This they admlt at. It fact. and bbour to prove 
it to be a nllftake.~A.nd lafily, they cntel tain 

no hope~ of complete fuccefs till they have ex. 

plod cd both. 

This being the cafe, I hope that I {hall be clear 
of all clurge of impropriety, when I addrefs our 

national mftruCtors, and earneftly defire them to 
confider thls caufe as peculiarly thelfS. The 

world 1)35 been corrupted' under pretc:1<;:c of mo­

ral inftrucbon.--Backwardnefs, therefore. on 

their part, may do inconceivable harm, becaufe 

it will moft certalDly be· interpreted as an ac­
knowledgment of defeat, afid they w,\ll be acculed 

of lildlfterencc and infincerity.-I know that 
a modeil: man reluctantly comes forward wIth 

any tlung that has the appearance of LllwkIng 

Illm[clf "'Iier or better than Ins neIghbours. But 
If all are fo bafhful, where will it end;> Muft 

we allow a parcel of worthlefs proflIgates, whom 

no man would truit wIth the management of the 
1l10il: tflfhng concern, to pars with the ignurant 
and llldolent for teachers of true wlulom, and 

thus entlCe the whole ,workl into a trap? They, 
l1:lve' fuccceded wIth Our unfortunate f1(>lghbours 

on...the c,mLlOent, and, in Germany, ~(to their 

filame be It (roken,) they have been affifted even 

by lome falthiefs clergymen. 

But I WIll hope better of my countrymen, and 

J think that our clergy have encouragement even 
Lorn 
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from the native charaCter of Britom. National 

comparifofl'> are indeed ungraceful, and are rarely 
candid-but I think they may be indulged In this 
jnil:ance. It is of \115 own count"ymen that Vol~ 

taire fpeaks, when he fJ.Ys, that "they refem­
" ble a mixed breed of the monkey :lnd the 
" tiger," animals that mix fun with mif(-Iucf, and 
that fi)ort with the torments of their prey.-­

They hav.e indeed givcn the moil: fhocking plOofs 
of the Juftnefs of his portrait. It is WltO a con­
fidera.ble d2gree of natioml pnde, therefore, that 

I compare the hehavlOur of the French with that 

of the Bntlfb. in a very fimillar fituatlOn, during 

the CIvIl waro; and the ufurpation of Cromwell. 
There have been more numerom, and infinitely 

1110rt9 atrocious, crimes co,nmittcd in France dur­
mg anyone half,year fince the begll1mng of the 

RevolutIOn, than during the 'Mhole of that tu­
multuous period. And It lhould be rel11embero d', 
that in Bntam, at that penod, to all other grounds 

of d,fcontent was added no frnall fllare of religious 
fanatiClfm,::t pallion (may I call it) which {eldom 

fall~ to roufe every angry thought of the heart. 
• • -Much ma.y be hopeo for from an earneif and 

Judicious addrefs to that nch fund of manly kind· 

nefs that is conlplcuou'- in the Bntlfh charatter,­
a fund t,) which I am perlualled we owe the excel­

lence of ourconftitutlOnal government-No where 

elf~ in Europe are the claims of the different ranks 
m 
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jn fociety fo g~nerally and fo can,jidly admitted. 
All feel their force~ and all allow them to others. 
Hence j t happens that they are enjoyed in [0 much 
ped.Ce-hence it happens that the gentry live 
among the yeomen and farmers with fo cary and 
familiar a fuperiority : 

-----Extrtma per iI/as 
Jufl Iti a Ix&edess terris veJligia fiat. 

Our Clergy are al[o well prepared for the talk.. 
For our ancefl:ors d:tfered exceedingly from the 
pre!ent Illuminators in thei, notions,,- and have en­
aCted that the clergy ihall be well infl:ruc1ed in 
natural philofophy, judging that a knowledge of 
the fymmetry of nature, and the beautiful a~l.Jufl:­
meat of all her operations, would produce a firm 
belief of a wifdom and power which is the fouree 
of aU this fair order, the Author and Conductor of 
all, and therefore the natural object: of admiratIOn 
and of love. A good heart is open to this irnpref­
fion, and feels no reluctance, but on the con­
trary a pleafure, in t.hinking man the [ubJect of 
his <government, and the object of his care. ThiS 
point being once gained, I fhould thlQk that the 
falutary truths uf Religion will be hl6h1y wel­
come. I filould think that it will be eafy to 
com mce fuch mind~, that in the midft of the 
immtlllfe variety of the works of God, there l~ 

vnc 
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one great plan to which every thing feems to re­
fer, namely, the crowding this world, to the ut­
moft degree of poffibility, with life, with beings 
that enjoy the things around them, each ill its own 
degree and manner. Among tbde, man makes a 
moft confpicuous figure, and the maximum of his 
en_,oymenh feems a capital article in the ways of 
Pn'viJcll' ':. It will, J thmk, require lIttle trou­
ble to thew th:lt the natural dlcbres of Reli­
gion, or the lmmcdw.te reCultc) of the belief of 
God's moral government of the umvelf..:, COlO­

cide In every circumftance of fentiment, dilpo­
tition, and ~ondua:, -with thofe that are moft 
productive of enjoym~:lt (on the whole) III fOClal 
life. The fame train of thought WIl! filew, that 
the r~al improvements in tbe pleafures of (ociety, 
are, in faa, improvements of man's rational n4-
ture, and fo many fteps toward that perfectioD 
which our own confclences tell us we an.' ca­
pable of, and which Religion encourages us to 

hoPIi for III another £late of being.-And thus 
will "the ways of Wlfdom appear to be ways 
i' ~r pleafantnefs, and ~l her paths to be 
." peace:' 

Dwelling on fuch topics, there is no occafion 
for any political dlfruffion. This would be 
c:quall} improper and hurtful. Such difcuffions 
never fail to produce ill-humour.-But furely the 
h Ighefl: complaceRce muil; ref ult from the thought 

4 that 
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that we are co-operating with tie Author of all 

wilaom and gooJncfs, and helping forward the 

favounte pl::tm of his provIdence. Such a thought 

nn1ft elevate the mind which thus recogmfes 11. 

fort of alliance With the Author of na.ture.­
Our b~ethren 10 (oClety appear brr.'thren Indeed, 

hclrS of the fame hopes, and travelling to the' 

{'tme country. This will be' a fort of moral pa­

tnotlfm,. and ihould, I think, produce mutual 
furbear.mce, finee we dlfco\'er imperfeCtIons in 

all crcaLures, :lnd ape confeious of them in our­

felve~-IlotwJth{hm.;mg whICh, we hope to be :tIl 
eL, ual at ttl1!'1 worth and 'm h~tppmcfs. 

I ihould g1.ldly hr)pc that I ihall not be 'ac­

c~',!cd of prctumptlOn In tbi~ addre[<;. There 

is no prufcfIl'm that I more fincerely u;(lJecr 
tl'an thctt ot tht: religiOUS and moral InftruCtor of 

my country. 1 am [lying nothing here that I 

am nl)t ac.cufiomed to urge at much greater 

lengt h in the couric of my profeilional duty. And 

I do not thlflk that I am Juftly chargeable with 

vanity, when I [Upp0[C that many years of de­

lightful ftmlv of the ,wolks of God have given me 

fom'ev\ ~l ,t more acqll:l.lntance wltb them tha~ 
i, probatly attallled hy thofe -who never thInk 

of th~ matter, bClI1g contmually engaged 111 the 

hurtle of ltfe. Should one of this defcnption fay 
that;lll IS ['He or chance, and that ,- the fame thing 

" happens to all," &c, as is but too COln,mon, I 

lbould 
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fhould think that a prudent man wIll gJVe fo much 

prefelence to my aifcrtlOn, as at lea.fl: to think 

fenoufly about the thme;, before he allow him­
felf any indulgence in thlJ1gs \~ hich I aflirm to 

be hl{Shly dangerous to his future peace and hap­

pinds.-For tlm rea[on I hope not to be accuft:d 

of gomg out of my lme, nor hear anyone fay 
., ~Ne Illtor ,,'/rl1 creplclam." The prc:[ent i~ a 

(t-a[on of anxIety, and it 15 the d L1t)' of c\-ery man 
to cflntn\wte his mite to the genc!al good. 

It I'> In fome llKfl hopes that j have wntten 

there pages, and if they h,lVe ,lOy Cuch effccr, I 

f11'l1l thmk msfdf for[otmate Jll hanng by chance 

hIt· on fometlung; u[dul, when I wa~ only try~ 

lDg to amufe myfelf dunng the tediOUS huurs of 

bad .health and con{incmcnt _ No perron IS 

mOl e fenuble ot the !Iuny 1I1ipei j, -! IOns of this 
perform:1.nce than mJ idL nllt, ,l~ I have n~ 

motive for the puhk'atlon but the hope, -of do­

lllg fome goof1, I tlUft that 1 1111.11 obtain a fa­

vOllr~ble acceptance ot my end!: ,'(jLlr~ from all 

intelligent, a cJ.ndlu, and ;t gOcld-ll.ltllrld pub. 

he.' 'I muft entreat that l~ bl: remembered that 
tbere fheds are not the WOI k of .W J.tAhor 
determmccl to wnte .! b()(Ik. 1 hey \,'crc for 

the moil: part notes, -'.illlh I tuuk hom books 

1 had be-uowed, that 1 might OC(,1{iol1a.lly have 

recour[e to them when occupn:u WIth Free MJ.­

fomy, the firft obJea of my (_unofity. My cu-
rJOill y 
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ri.ofity was diverted to many other thing<, as I 

went along, and when the Illummati came in my 
way, I regretted the tllne I had throwll away on 

Free Mafonry.-But, obfernng thclrconnection, 

I thl)ught that I perc~i\'ed the progrefs of one 

and the fame rtefign. TIm made me eager to 
find out any remains of Weifhaupt's Affociation .. 

I was not furpriied when I raw marks of its in­

terference in the French Revolution.-~n hunting 
for clearer proof~ I found out the German Union 
-and, in fine, the whole appeared to be one 

great and wicked proJec1, fermenting ar.d work­

ing oyer all Europe.-Sflme hlg~11y refpeaed 

fliends encouraged me in the hope of doing feme 
fen-ice by laymg my informations before the pub­

fie, and [aid that no time ihould be loft.-T there­
fore fet abou t collectIng my [cattered faCts.-'::I un­

,lertook this talk at a time when my official duty 

prdre~ hard on me, and bad health made me very 
unfit for ftudy.-The effects of this muft ap­

pear lfl many faults, which I 1ee~ without being 

able at prefent to amend them. lowe this apo­

logy to the public, :lI?U 1 truH: that my gocd in­

tent'lons will procure it acceptance *. 
Nothing 

• \Vhlle the filCet commendn?, p. 465 "as printing off, 
I ~[t a light of a work ;Jllhlilhed In Pam lair year, en­
ruled La COlpiTa/1011 d'Orlrans. It confirm, alllhllt 1 have 
13ld rcfpeCll\lg the u[e nud,. of the Free Md(on Lodges.­
It giv~, a p.lrtlLulJI" accouI.t of the fllum.tloll of the Jaco-

, ~n 
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Nothing would give me more fincenLpieafun: 

than to fee the whole proved to be a miftake i­

to 

bill Club, by the Club Beeton. This laft appean; to have 
been the Affociation formed with the affifiam.e of the Ger. 
man Deputies. The Jacobin Club had feveral committees. 
fimil.lr to thofe of the National Membly. Among otben., 
it had a Committee of Enquiry and Correfpondencc, ",hoc.: 
bui-nefs it was to gain partizalls. to difcover enemies. to 

decide on the merits of the Brethren, and to form 1imilac 
~lubs in other places. 

The AutllOC of the above-mentioned wCX'k writes as fol. 
lows, (vol. iii. p. 19')' Wi may judge of what the D. of 
Orleans could do in other places, by what he did during 
his "fray in England. During hiS flay III London, he gained. 
over to his intereit Lord Stanhope anll Dr. Price, two (}£ 
the moil: refpechble member. of the Ret·olmzon Socu'.!. This 
Societ)' had no other objeCt (It fald) hut to {upport the 
Revolution, which had dnVLn Jallle~ II. from the throlle of 
his ancell:ors. 

Orlealls made of this aIToclation a true ]:w:ob;" Club.­
It entered into correfponJence with the Committee of En­
qUiry of .our Commune, Vlith the fame Comnuttee .of ol,l[ 
JacobUl Club, and at lall: wlth .our Natiorutl Alfembly. It 
even rent to tbe AITembly all ofienfiblc letter, in which w~ 
may.fee the following paiTages: 

" The Society congratulatcs tlle National Alfembly of 
li France on the Revolution which has taken place irl that 
"country. ]t cal'not but earneftly willi for the haPPT 
" .conclulion 'of fo unportant a Revolution, and, at the 
" fame tune, exprefs the I:.x·r,eme fatisfaetion which it feel, 
" in refled;ng on the gloriouil example which Frana: h~ 
"given to the world." (The lieader will remark, that in 
thii exampl& ar.c contained all the hor~ori w~ich had been 

.exh).bit~ 
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to be convinced that there IS m, fuch plot, and 
that we run no rIik. of the contagion; but that 
Britain wIll continue, by the abiding prevalence of 
honour, of virtue, and of true religIOn, to exhI­

bit the fali'eft [pcClmen of cIVIl government that 
ever was [een on earth, and a national charaCter 
and conduCt: not unworthy of the in('ftimable ble[­

fings that we enJoy. Our excellent Sovereign, 
at his acceffion to the throne, declared tn his 
Parliament that HE GLORIJ..:D IN HAVING BEEN 

lWRN A BRITCJN.-\Vould to God that all amI 
each of hiS [ubJeCts had entertamed the {hme 

lofty notIOns of t;1is good for~unc r Then 
would they haye laboured, as he has dom,: rfor 

near forty years, to iupport the honour "f the 
Britifh 

e>.hibiten III France before the month of March I i90; 
ami that before thl; tIme, the candul'!: of the Duke of Or­
It:ans (\n the 5th and 6th of October 1781). \\ itb all the 
Iholklllg atrO(.ltK, of thofe da) s, were fully 1.110,\\ n ill 
England,) 

"The Society rLfolvcs uIl~nimolll1y to invite ~II the 
., pepple of Engl.!nJ to efiabl!lh Societw, through th~ 

., klllg,lolll, to fupport the pnnciple, of the ~,cvoilitioll," 

(look back to p. 4IZ. of tim work,) "t~, form corre­

,. fpondenccb between themfelves, and by tbert' means to 
" dlabbfh a great loncerted Ull10n of all the true FrIends 
c' of Liberty." 

Accordll1g1y (fays the French !\\lthOl) thi" \Va, executed, 
and Jacouln Clubs were efl:al>hflled w fevtwl otic- of Eng­
bnd, Scotland, and Ireland. 
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Britiih name, by fetting as bright an example of 
domefric and of public virtue.-Then would 
Britons have been indeed the hoall of humanity­
then we fhould have viewed thefe wicked plots 
of our neighbours with a fmile of contempt, 
and of fincere pity-and there would have been 

no need of this imperfea but well-meant per­
formance. 
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AL'!;.HOUGH I tny no rea[on to doubt of the 

valIdity of the jJlOof~.·"lildl I lJ.1VC off..:r\.cJ 111 th~ 

})rt.c\.dll1t; l;ag,es, uf a. confplracy ag,al1lft thl! 
deJ.refi: intcrdls of every n.ltlon of Europe. nor 

of the importance at the lOionn:1.tion to my own 

~n1]lrtrnncn. It gl';"~ me g.cat 11.tlSf.lcllO!1 to 

learn that It ha~ l)(:cn ItC;r'J\'lxl with favolll and 

mdulgence. Tim I may conchldc frow thc)m­

prcfIiol!'s being exh<tuftcd In J. few Jays, and be­
cau[c the publtlhcr wL'rms me th:1t another edl­

t1011'15 wolntco llnrncclllircly. I could have wtl11ed 

tbctt. t[,;5 \\'crc dderred for [owe tlllle, that I 

-might b we avaIled myfc!( of the ob(eryatloflS of 
others, aI,d be cr..lblcd to correet thc miH:akes 
into wlllcl~ I have spen led by m; [canty know­
'kdgc of the Gt'T'l~an lal:guage, and t:le mdlakes 

o( the ;.'riter,; from wbom I derived all my 111-

fo~matlOns. I fhould, in that caft:, ha,,-c at-

K K a Jemptcu 
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tempted to make the work more worthy of the 
public eye, by correCting many imperfeCtions, 
which the continual dlfiracrion of bad health, 
:Lnd my hafte to bri1'lg it before the publIc, have 
E)ccafioned. I ibould have made ~he dlfpofition 
more natural and perfpicuous,. and have lopped 
eft' fome redundances and repetitions. But the 
printer tells me, that this would greatly retard 

the publication, by changing the f~r;es of the 

pages. At allY rate, I am not at prefent in a 
eonditlon to engage in any work that require! 
difpatch. I muit yidd theref<>re to thofe rca­
(ons, and content m) (elf with filch correctiom 
as can. be made immediakly~ 

I have found, after minute enquiry, that I 
was mlfiaken as to the expreffioll of an cI1)ir1ent 
follower of Dr. PriefUey, mentioned in P-48S. 
The perron alluded to difdaims all fanguinary 
proceedmgs, and my information arofe from a­
very erroneous account ""hi-ch was cii"culated of 
the conver[ation~ But I !bll think the caution 

equally neceifary, which I recommended to the 
hearers <>f the frequent and violent declamation!i 
made by thofe a.lluded to againft all religiou$­
~ftabhfbments. 

Except the anecdote- of Diderot's library, I do­
Jlot re(;~llea: another affl!rtion iN. the book, for 
\'Yhich I have not the authority of printed evi­

IItnce~ This fiory was told me by [0 many per-
[on<, 
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fans of credit, who were on the fpot at the tim~ 
that I have 110 doubt of its truth. 

I have been told by 8. re(peCtable member of 
the Gallican Church, that I have gooe out of my 
road in the 32d and 60th pages of the former 
~ditions, in order to be unjuftly (evere on the 

French Clergy, and have reprefented the majority 
of their prdatc~ .as abandoned to the excefs d 
vice; fo .that infread of ~iving proofs of a con .. 
fpiracy to overturn the frate, 1 have given UMe<­

mabIe arguments 11l Juftification of the horrors 

.of the revolutIon. 

This was. by no llfeans my thought or my in­

tention. I meant to prove that the machinations 
{)f the Uluminati, whether a'ffociated. under that 
~enQl11ination or not, had contributed to the re .. 

vo41tion, by making Il revolution, unfavourable 
to virtue and good order, in the public mind. 

But I was well aware that thefe plots were not th. 

/(;/e, nor p.erhaps the clttej. caufe of that extraor­
din~ry event. This caution I began to expreu 

in page 54. line 2.9. and it is r-epeated in othet 
plach, as it feemed to he nece1fary. When 
[peaking of the other caufes of difcontent, t~ere .. 
fore, I was neceffaTily fuppofing the co~operation 
of the Illuminati anti their friends, and I' meant 
to exprefs the combined' effect of both. The 
whole work bears evident marks of the way in 

which it was compofed, and which made an apo-

K j( 3 logy. 
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my part. It ill plain that, In the early p .. uts of 
it, I had not viewed the fubJett in all its clrcum­

fiances, which opencil on me by c.legrees, although 

they bail been really combll1ed fDm tht: begmr 
nlDg. Had the propn(~tors of tht:' copy rIght 

tound it prudent to delay tillS edmon tIll my: 

health and relaxatIon from academic al duty 1bould 

enable me to put the whole In Its propl:f form, 

I imagme that the above-mentioned imputation 

would ccafe; but a~ this delay cannot be ob­

tamed, I have fub£btuteu for the paffage<; com .. 
plamed of an account of Wl1at 1 beLieve to luve 

been the opiDlon of the French nation, expllin­

;ng, as I go along, how It was hClghtened bv the 

[ec"et operations of the impIOUS and ft:dit;ou:;, 

I frankly acknowledge thaL the expreffiOl1s m the 
former edItion were too categorIcal, and \ ha,<l 

-..ot the proper reftnCtJOns and qualIfications, 

l therefore embrace wIth fatisfa~lon the o}il­

{)ortunity of tlllS eUltiOn to Infcrt in the Poft~ 

fcript my feeble teftimony to the great and ex~ 

emplary pIety, chanty, . and other Chniba~1' ~'ir­
tues: which adorned the characters d many of' 
the Frem:h dtgl1lficJ Clergy, The n:J.rne~ of Dc 

'la Motte d'Orleans, and Machault, Bli110pS of 

J\miens, of de Heret, de laMurcbe, de Jmgnees, 

Beaumont, and ma.ny others, will always be re­

vered by the friends of true rehglon. Nor can 
al~ 
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Q.ll the malice of the pretended Tlluminators of 

the world obfcure the noble examples of piety 

Ilnd fortitude exhibncd bv :.L great m;lJonty of 

'the Clergy of aU rank" durilig the horrid tyran­

nies of Marat and RobdlllL'lrc. They may a[~ 

c-nhe tllls to a corporatlOn [pint, or to Digott.:d 

adherence to the court of Rome; but it l~ weN 

known that the ldhcan ChurC'l kld long before 

thi" tIlne dtablifhed It'> Independence. By f,'lr 

the grcatefl number of thole 'worthy men were 

martyrs to their [cnie of the (Krcd obligatlOn of 

an oath, and to their convl.:thm that in i!Ie {nl­

fcitmc of t~1l'lr vow"thcy muft cnld1. them{\.'lvcl; 
• 

in the icn';ce of ;01plety and of rebclhon. A gen-

tleman of excellent ludgment, who W.t'> wltne!:" 

of ~he .1Ol11t uecbration of near 400 pndt'l of 

dl1fercnt l,tnh at Thouloufe, told me that· their 

ii10kclman (ud to the Juclge~, " Tf \\ e [hall gl\'c 

" the French nation this example of lcTlt), hy 
'" bre:tking an <':tth whllh we have taken volun­

" tftnly, wIthout aJl conftramt, allli nfter 1l\,1tnrc 

I' .reflctbon, and wInch m,lny of us luve repeated 

" oftener than once, our I'!ew eng<lgnm:llt \\ III be 
• "but empty word", and we {hall rUlI1 the vety 

" conftltrttlOn whICh we arc reqUIred tl') fuppott. 
" becaufe we {hall 1:'l)Ctron the emanCIpation of 

" the nation, at every change \)f popt::J.r 'Ol'imon, 

Ie ti-om the awful and folemn confederatIOn of the 

" 14tb of J t.ly laft." Thefe were words of pro-

X ~ 4 phecy, 
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phecy, and fhewed in a. very few months, that 
tho[e ftupid bigots, as they wefe called, were fa­
gacious judges of human nature, and that the 

philofophers were feally the ignorant and the bi. 
gotted. 

But -Although I did not mean to fay, or even 
to infinuate, that the major pq.rt of the clergy, or 
of the prelates, were equally corrupted with the 
laity of iimilar rank, I did mea.n to. fa.y that 

abufcs had gotten into the church, and were in 
general operation, wl1H.:h loudly called for a re­
form, and that this reform was eagerly fought by 
the nation. 

. N or was this lightly fa.id. When a Proteftant 
refleCts on the greater number of the religiOUS 
obfervances of the Church of Rome, whi<..h ,i. ife 
from, or are conneCted with the fuppofed merIts 
a.nd Cervices of the faints and martyrs-when he 
reflects on the authority of the Btfhop of Rome, 
on auricular confefiion, monafric vows, penances, 
indulgences, and other great articles of their ('on­
feilion, he will think me excufed, and perh~ps 
juftlfied, in my ftronge<l expreffions-efpecially jf 
he alio recollects that there was a.t thi" time a. 
very great number in France, who, if lYlt Protef­
tants by profeffion, yet agreed WIth them in many 
important points. 

But there are tbree points in the practice, .it 
~t in the writte[~ con!htution of the Gallicaq 

Church~ 
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Church, which gave great offence to the bulk of 
the Nation, alienated the minds of the people 

from the eftahliiliment, and g,\.Ve the readieft and 

JUon: effeCtual handle to the 1ed~tious to difturb 

the {tate, and to the impious to overturn the re­

lIgion. The firft was the rigid appropriatIOn of 

the high ftations in the church by the great no­

bihty. This was in fome ~neafure tl1e parent of 
the other two. The fec.ond was the prelates cfc­

ferting their dioce[cs, relidmg in th~ capital, and 
haunting the court. The laft was their haughty 
and oppreffive treatment of the pari!h prieils. 

\Vlth refpeCt to tHe firIt, although a Btlhop of 
I~guicr, ill a fermon before the KIng, maintaillcri 

its proprIety I and fpoke much of the honour of 
.noHe birth (a il:rangc topic when bnners are a[~ 

iernlakd in the invoked pref<mce of God) much 

of the grands mamrs, and of the hOllellt; 1m po­
Jmzte of a BI!hOp of high nobleife; yet 1 Cannot 

help thinking that one muil: be tomething more 

than man to acquire that humble fimplicity of 
h~art and hfe which adorned the charaeter of a 

primitive BiOlOP of the Gllflilian church, in tl1c 
midft cl the contagious habits of his worldfy fta. 
tion, [ummnd~d by luxury and dlffipation. In­

ftead of wondering ,'!llen we fee forne of there 

nobles deviate from the paths of purity and of 

pene\'oience, we may rather wander when we fee 
fg 
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(0 many per[evere in this fteep and difficult road. 
Such men are indeed fhining ex,lmples of th~ 

power of tl ue relIgion; and their heroic virtue 

meets with the fwecteft reward-they are be­

loved-and almofl: worf11ipped. Such was the 

influence of virtue, that LOUIS XV. always rore 

up when he faw De h Motte d'Orleans. He 

always handed him to the doer at parting, 
• and u(ed to fay to him, with the tear fLmdl11g in 

hi~ eye, "Good fir, pray for me." But examples 

of this k1l1d muft always be flue, and OUI general 

ob(ervatlOn of human nature muft make Uii 

"believe, that the appropriation of th~ cnorn~ous 
revenues of the DlnlOpncs by thofe accufl:omed 

to confider magnificent living as a: thing nat urer! 

and proper, Will naturally dlminilh the Iha«.'t of 
thofe revenues that wa~ lntended for the poor' b1 

the pious donors, t.he Bdhop thinkmg all the 

while that he is ollly fupportmg, IllS native. 

rank. 
This partiality in the (hfpofal of bifh(lrric.s 

was always complained of, but in vain, amI the 

nation was offended With feemg emment taients 
( 

and great virtue doomed by inferior bil th ttl. 

languifh in obfcurity. 

The court refidcnce Was 3.1moft the necei['uy 

confequence of this pl!tiahty; for It was this 

that made a great ecclefiailical revenue almoft & 

ncceifol.ry of lIfe, and therefore made it neceifary 

tQ 
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to be at hand, and to lx, in [<tvour. Every tIung 

is cawed on at COUlt by intrigue, and a BifllOp 

cannot fucceed if he doe~ not engage in it. 
Dunng the reIgn of LOUIS XV. prd~rm~nt could 

not be obtaIned Without the Interference <lml the 
Etvour of the jm.'ow"tte of the day-l\Idlc. Ar­

noulx, is fald to h:j:ve fl)ld and gnTn aW,lY many 

church 11VIng~. 'Vhat mortI(ic.1.tlOll to .1 Bllhvp 

mutt It not be, and what abalcment of dlf',l1lry, 

to court fuch a Plot(C1:ld~ ~ .!'vi •• ll.1mc dLI Rmy 
hld the unpudcl1cc to wnte to Abbe Bcauv.m, 

thrcatcl1lDg 111111 wlth rap] wngcance fvf h.tYing 

dared to aijude to Ift[ III a [cll110n--yct tim 
gf-ots ll11tllt wa~ not relented by the BIl1lOp~, amI 
the jit/Z/le dcr bCllrjiCCJ was ihll lJ1 her 11:.ll1l1s. 

If readll1g the ,"OlUll1UlOUS .11ImIUI, {'I pum jtr,-:ir 

J' 11~1J(JI1 e. &c. we lIKl't '" lth BdlJOp" and Abbes • 
at C\\:I y turn, in tht. ch.lr.lftcr of Fl11anocrs. 

Conirolcurs, ProcurcUls, MlI1dlcrs, &c And 
all thiS IS mentIOned Without any 11.;:\11.. of dtiap­

pro.batlon.-:t\'o-It W.1S a common thmg-and 
no impropnety WJ.S obiervcd 111 I t Doc~ noL 

tl;l~ lhew th~t the lchglO.US duties of a Btlhop 

were n('~ coniiucred by thell1ldn:~ <15 0(8 very 
great nlOl}lent, and th.lt they l:ould ea1l.1y be fut­
filled by a deputy ~ Y ct non-rdidcl1cc was much 

con'piallleu of by the dwcelaus, both clergy alld 

]alty-for very obVIOUS realons-the bit y dld 

llot llke to ~ave thm Blfhop abfent, fpcmlll1g III 

the 
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the capital the vail rums drawn from the diocefe. 

-T~c clcrgy {uffered byihe want 'Jf their prelate 

and' his court-and all their buiinefs muft bI.:: 

tranfaCled with his deputies-and the poor [uf­

fered exceedingly for want of hi!l infpecboll of 
tho[e appointed to relieve their wants, and 

by the rapacity of the in\eImediate ofllcers. 
- The Kmg was frequently obligl>d to fend 
indinduals to their dioccfes, and in 1784 he 

tent a circular letter to all thofe who were ncar 
the court, bidding them go home immediately, 

and never to approach the; capital wlth':mt his 
penmffion alked and given. ' 

No abufe of eccleiiaftical authority W:lS io 
much compbined of as the haughty and oppref~ 
1ive treatment of the CUles by the B1Lhop~. '!JKle 
men. were eVlutntly the moil: ufeful mefl1ber~, of 
the church, and no other are l1cceffary ill a fmall 
flate for all the Chriftian purpofes of worlhip and 
of religious inftrucbon; and Bilhops are necef. 

fary in a great empire lIke France, only to give 
unity to the Cervices of the Cures, to make them 
all teach the fame do~rines, and celebrate the 
.tame lworlhip, and to pre[erve every thin~! ifl order, 
The Cure lives in the midfi of IllS, flock, in­
ltruCt:s the ignorant, vifits the fick, comforts the 
dying, reproves the offender, reconcIles thofe who 
fallout, prdides at me.rriages, births, and funerals, 

~ does a thoufand g-ood offices to his pariLhioo,.. 
~rs. 
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.ers. He is commonly of h..lmbl~ birth, and ha...r; 

all the innocent preJudices of his flock.-HlS 

fuppofed condition ~llio rcfcmbh:s tbm's. Both 
complain of the hUlmliatlOns and opprcffion'> 

that they meet with from their fupenors. if 
therefore a Cure dlfchargeshis office with decency. 

be muft be chenfhed by the people."T"-Thcy ar. 
I 

rcprefentcd by all parties ~ an ami3.btc :lnu re-

'j)('cb,ble ~ct of men. It is worthy of rcmark~ that 

the Cure de MIlage IS paiai.-:?d in thiS light in all 
novels, httle tales, dram:l.S, ,~c. fo tbal It IS highly 

probable that this was their gener.!l ch:uatler. 
To fee [uch fa'i}Ourjlotreated with authority ca.n­

ndt plc.l[r-to fee them infulted or humbled 

muft offend-but tu fee them alfo injured and 
opp~e1fed cannot fail to irritate. Accordmgly 

11O\hing hurt the hIgh clergy fo much as the 

compiaints of the Cures. The turbulent and fc­

dltious found them the mof\: efie6.i~'c too15 for 

their purpofe-by encouraging theIr complaints~ 
and augmenting them with the 11ft. of their own. 

and' by getting them to influence the minds of 
theil limple parifhioners, the difcontents of the 

people were greatly increafed. They were alfo 

the tools qf the fcepties and the impious, with. 

out knowing it~-for by fomenting the dif. 
ferences between them and their fuperiors. and 

thus leaguing the people againft. the digmtaries 

ef the church, every eye was dire~ed to their 
fmilleft 
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fn13.l1eft mi(derneanour.-A~ the mutual Jifl\t: .. ~ 
mttion encreafed, the Rilhops would treat tllf" 
Cures with more fevC'rity~al1d when tIllS \V.1<; 

hitterly tic[cantcd on by uefignll1g me'l, the epir .. 

f:op:ll char:l.rler w~s hurt, and tll ~y \, ere repre­

fented as ll1terdlcd hypocrites, an[l relig,iofl as 

notll1ng but a contrivance for proCUTll1b them an 
immcn{e re,"cnue aNi uncont 1'ouLlh!f authority. 

That there 1~, form. foundatwl1 for t1m .lccufJ.­
tiol1 (,f the clergy, lli1gh t be prdlll1wd from 

rcmarh.i ng that t bey ftood, m reiJ.tion to the 

Cures, on the r~me footing as the Nobles, m re­
lation to the RotUliers-P .. nd we ihould expect 
the fame rrljudIces in 10111(' degree-mitigated. 
J1erh::1ps, by the Influence of Reltg,lOn-bul fiiII 
l"xliting in the mind of Imperfect man, ~H1d .Dpe­
ratms with more 01 kf~ force, accordlllg to lhe 

char.ldcr of the mdi" Idu:ll.-\V e 010uld cxpe-:\. 

it to be more uniform and fyfiematic, in perfon.~ 

accufiomccl to clo every thing with method. 
But we arc not left to t1115 conjectural a:'g,u­

tncot. Many complaints llave been made by 
the Cures in partKular dJOcefcs, of the haughty, 
opprt.'ffive, and unjuft conduct of th('ir Blfhop: 
One mode of oppreilion has been repeatedly 

brought forward. Inftead of annual taxes, the 

Church pre!ents to the King, at the end of every 
four or five years, \\ h at is called a donatt'VE!. 

This is prefcnted by the archblfiJOps, blOlOPS, 
great 
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tieM abbots, and hcad~ of relJgious houfc~, who 
tift agree among thcmfdves about the fum, and 

then)evy It by taxln2, their dlOccfcs. They are 
[.'tld to allocate the tax 111 fuch n. manner as 
(11.1t they DIaU pay llttle or nothing themfclves, 
and the Cures 111a11 pay almoRthe whok. I re­
member readIng a comph1.lnt of tlllS kl11d made 
;tpout I jSo to the Parh.1111cnt at the Tour­

lleEe, agamft til(; BIL1lOp of Ch:lrtle~. He 
\\3.5 caft, and fentcnccd to lcpay /.1,500 ilerling, 
Will (h he had illcg.:dly taxed 1llS CurC~. As tillS 

diocefe ha5 500 p.mD1cs, hc hao overtaxed each 
Cure about [. 3, J. ~onfiderablc rum flOm a 
fili;ll lmng. ° Long bdore this, the Cures had 
attempted to by tlw) glicvancc at the foot of 
the throne. ] rCl11Cmbtl [eelng, m the yc.:.lr r 77 4. 

in thc·hJ.mh of J. gentleman of the Corps Dlplo­
ilINj~Iti'" a mCl110flJ.! of t h(;lt gnC'vanccs, intended 
to be prcfented to the young KlIlg. 1 r~!nem\)er 
that It WlS (hlcily a pl.1in fiatemcnt of faas 
and cllcul"tlon~, by WhlLh the prnpoltiun of 
t he donative L,IJ on the Cures appeared to be 
exc<.ffise. It was illLclccpted, and the perron 
c;omrnoJiIioned to get It p~efentccl, was fCr4'eu. 
with a !cure de cachet, 10 coni~qucnce of hiS 

importunate teazlflg the fuperannuatcd Mau­
repas. I remember tlt:!.t fome of the BI{h.OPS, 

by mme, were charged with "ery oppreffi ~'C 
p'ractice~ indl!ed, taxing Curt~ who dld DDt 

enJoy 
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enjoy the tithes of their parUhes, but had only 
a finall fdlary, like our cura.tes, paid them b1 

the Abbev on which the pan111es dependeo, a.nd 
1Vhich received the whole tythcs. This was faid 
to be illegal, and it was plainly unjuft and cruel. 
I cannot conceive that [uch things could have 
been inferted in a memorial to his Majefty 
without ftrong grounds, becaufe the confe~ 

quences of fuch defamation would have been 
dreadful. I remember alfo that, during our 
cant efts with our American colonies, when my 
attention was a good deal turned to the affairs 
of France, a paper fell int') my hands called La 
Remonjlrance des CUles, in which their grievar.ces 
were frill more minutely defcribed, and their 
iJIegality demonftratcd to my fatisfadion. It was 
indeed anonymous, but it referred conti~ual1}' 
to papers t)f public notoriety, and particularly to 
a memorial in the name of the Cures of Dau­
phigne and Provence. I recoIled this muh of 
it, that they had petitioned their Biihops to 
meet with them and adjuft matters. Their pe­
tition had been rejected as [editious, and. Lhey 
wer.:: ordered to remain at their parifhes. But 
they applied to the parliaments of the pro­
v;nces, which gave tllem leave to meet among 
themfelves. They dId, [0, and drew up a pe­
tition, which they rent to Paris by two deputies, 

who waited on Mr. Necker.-He eagerly, and 
i infidioufly, 
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1Rfidioufly, embraced this opportunity of ern· 

ploying the cun;s to humble the Btfhops, and 

the deputies were in high expectations. They 

probably blabbed their fucl.(~fs; for the Bifuops 

reudIng in Paris got word of It, and pr~cured an 
ord.er whIch obliged the deputies to return to 

their parifues on the third day after their arrival 

in Paris. The petition however was printed and 

circulated {probabi}' by Necker) with great ra­

pidIty, ami met wIth ulllverf.1.l approbatIOn. The 

remonftr:lllce il:ates, that the conlt:quences of Its 

popularity and dIifemination through tht king­

dom was that tbe Cur~ of feveral other provinces 

JOllted with the firft petitioners, and the affair 

became very ferious. But the prelates obtaIned 

a royal edict, makmg it treaConable for the 

Cures· of a dlOcele to aifembJe for any bufinefs in 

a gr~at~r number LIJan till! teen, one of whom 

muil: be a perron of rank JI1 the Lhapkr. The re­

monflrance was extremely well written, Without 
a fingle word of declamation. It wa~ rather a 

dry d;Ccuffion of law pOInts, and a learned InVer­
tigatiQn of the ori,gm of th; dIfferent authOrIties 
iin the Church. 'What particularly ftruck me, .... 'as 

the pitiful average of the paroLiJlal benefices. I 

had always'imagintd. that the parCons or recton 

of pari!hes were provide.] fometktng like our own, 

fo that the clergyman, who really bears the burden 

and the heat of the day in the evangelical harveft, 
L L might 
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might not ('nly be at his ea{e, and have fome. 

thing "f his own which he could employ in aCts 

of gtnerofity, but could keep up fuch an appear­
ance as fhould make him a welcome guefl: among 

the principal inhabitants of his parifh, and give 
fome weight to his counfels and hIS mannerly cad­

momtiom, and procure him a ufefuI refpeCt and 

a.uthonty among the fimple villagers. I was 
much furprifed and mortrfied to finel that the 
average of the country benefices did not exceed 

£.50 per annum, and many fell far below it. 
Some were reduced by thofe taxations to £.2.5. 
This furely was indlgence, ~ven alth,ough cehbacy 

freed the Cure from the expences of a family; 
but he could not fupport an aged parcnr 01 an 

unprovided fiftcr, nor relieve the poor. I.dolLbt 
not but that every man, who thinks feriou~y on 
~he office of a parochial mimftcr, will feel indig­

nation at the laws which condemn him to an in­

digence that is qUIte unfuitable to the cultivation 

of his mmd, and to his honourable office.of in­
ftrucbng his people in the duties of life, and con­

,iutl::ing the woriliir of Almighty God; 'which 
th~ BlfllOP, whofe duties are, in fact, fubfervien't 

to thof~ of the Cure, has an ample revenue, 
befidcs the dlipofitl of a much greater, for the re­
lief of the poor, and other important fervices to 

fOClcty. Temporal comforu, and the pk'afures of 
bcneficeIlce, and every thing that can make life 

happy, 



POST!>CRIPT. 

llappy, are fhowered on him who ftands leaft in 

need of 1 hem, and are refufcd to him whofe [er-­

vices give him a Juft clallll to thefe rewards. 

Can impiety and infiddlty find a fitter topic to 

fpeak from, when they wIlh to ruin the eftablifh­

ed .religion of France ~ I may furely exprefs my 
wlflles to fee a great reform 111 thIs particular, 

without beingJuft1y accu(ed of prefenting l.U ar­

gument fqr all the hurrors of the French Revo­
lution. 

I fcorn to rake the fcandalous chronicles for 

the faults of imllvidual~-or even to mention 

fClmc of greft nugrJlltude 2.nd notollcty-the 
pofnt'-; I infift on ;ue gencr;tl.-At the fame 

time I mufL fay, tlut there IS certainly fame 

etrentJaI defea 111 the Church, whICh not only 
• • 

tvlcratp 'i, but loaus wIth ItS wc~lth anJ honours, 
• • tticl! men as DuboIs, TLfrJ.~·p. and others whom 

I could nal11~.-D'd the rulcr'iofthe CilU1Ch tJ.ke 

half the p~lIn'i, or employ half the authority, iu 

mainp.lOlDg the honou r of the ecclefiJ.fltcaJ cha­

raCter, tl:i:l.[ they employ III defendmg and lDcrea(· 

tng·~le \-\'~alth and POWCJ; of the church, we 

'{110uld neIther have hC3.rd of thofe exccption~ble 
maxIms of church adrmntfhatlon, nor had fa 

many exal~lplc~ of the un1)ecoming conuua of 

i ndlvldual~. 
I was not [urpn[cd, no, dlfpleaJed, with the 

obi'ervarions l'1adc on this performa~ce in the 

Ana,lytkal Revu:lw-I expected It- It filOUld have 

,L L 2 occurred, 
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Qfcurred, however, to the Reviewer, that a candid 

reader will admIt the chief proofs that I bring of 

the exiftence of a confpitacy, viz. the private corre­

(pondence o{the IUuminati, whenhe finds their au· 
thenticity admitted by Wel{haupr himfdf, as lS ob. 

ferved III page 170; he has even the aifurance~to 

think, that thefe letters will Juftify hIm III the mind 

of all but blood thirfty law-givers, fuch as the 

Britilh Houfe .. of Parliament, which certainly con­

fider his intended deed as a murderous deed.-To 

thofe proofs I add Knigge's final declaration, and. 
the account of the myfl:eries attcfted by Grott­

man, who was neither a defF-Ot nor a pneiL-The 

Reviewers ferioutly maint:llll a thing whlCh th~y 

bave long known to be falfe-for in the toreign 

Reviews, from which they take their acrnunts of 

German books, they have feen tho[e private lettcri~ 
and the review, with encomiums, of the very:puh­

lication of \V cifh:l.tlpt's, when he acknowledges 

thl! authenticity of the printte letters. Indeed 
they might have given all the information that I 
have given eIght orten years ago-I think that they 

could not fee the feVlews which they have. ex­
traC{ed ff0m the LIterary JournalofJena., without 

feeing the revjew~ of the pieces I h:lve quoted.­

The [eleCtIon which they have made, and the 

omiffion of a thing fo !cmarkable and alarming 

as the affociation in Bavaria, {hew very plamly 
what turn they wi(Q to glVe the public mind. 

liiUll 
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1 am difpofed to think, that they have not fue­

ceeded to their willi-For thi!. Work has met 
with a very favourable re<..cption, notwlthftandillg 

-its great imperfections, and the endc:avours of 

thofe writers to decry it, This is not dictated 
• 

by any thing like vanity, for I am fenfible that all 
its ment lie5 in its beIng the firft mcifenger of a 

wonderful and lI1tt'reftmg ftory, 
I am 'alfo told, that I have not lJnd fufficient 

authority for the anecdote conccruing frederick 

II, in page 89, or the anecdote In p!lge 457. They 
are not matenal-nqr are they to the dlfcretiit of 

tl~c partles':"'nor am I convinced that my infor­

mation has been III founded. It is very likely that 

I have not given the precife words of the fpeakers 

'-btIt there are circumftancc'3 which perfuade 

nJl tl!at they did exprefs [(;I)timcnts to the faille 

purpofe, 

A5 tho poetical plCtUre of unquafified Llberty 

and EqualIty, and the indolent plcafurcs of the 

patnarchal Itfc are the charm by which the lllu­

mlhOJ,tors hope to fafcinate all hearts, and as they 

reprobate every confrruction of 10cicty whieJl to­

lerates any permanent fubOJdinatJ0l1, and parti­

<:ularly ruth as found this fubordin:uion on dlf.. 
tincrions of ranks, alld {cout all pnvIlege:; al­
lowed to particular orders of men, I hope t hat it 

will not be thought foreign to the genef"J.l pur­

paCe of the foregoing \Vork, if I with ~rcal de-

l. I,. 3 fercpcc. 
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ference, lay before tIle Reader fO'11e of my rea. 

fons for aifertmg, without hefitation, in page 444, 

that the BntlOl confbtution is the only one that 

will gIve permanent happinefs to a great and lux. 

urious natIOn, and is peculIarly calculated to give 

full exercife to the beft propenfihe~ of cultIvated 

minds. I am the more defirous of dOIng this, 

becaufe It feems to me that moft of the pohtIcal 

wnters on the Contment, and many of my coun­

trymen, hJ,ve r;ot atten(kd to important cileum­

fiances whIch dJJlmgUl!l, our conftltutlOn from 

the States General of Franc({,and other ccuntries. 

The rcpuLhcans 111 France have, {ince the Revo­
lution, employed the pains 111 [carching th(,IT re­

cords, whl(h oU~1,ht to have been taken before 

the convocation of the State~, and wInch would 

prob.lbl y have preVGn ted that ftep al togctLer. 

TIrey have fhev, n th<,t the meet l11gs of the States, 

if we except that l!1 16 14 and 1483, were Ul11-

formly oc.cafions of mutual conteft between the 

dlncrent Orders, 111 wlllch the intcrefts of the na­

tIon :mcl the au thonty oft he Crown were eql'ally 

forgCt~tcn, u.nd th~ kingdom was plunged Into all 

tht horrors of a rancorous CIVil waf. Of lhlS 

they give us a remc1fkable lI1ftance durillg the 

C'tptlYlty of KlI1g John In 1355 and 1356, the 

horror~ or whdl were hardly exceeded by any 

thir::: tl),lt het,) L;'prcned 111 our days. They have 

Ihewn lh.e fame (.iJ[mal confequences of the af .. 

fembly 
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fembly of the ,dlfferent Orders in Brabant; and 

frill more remarkably in Sweden and Denmark, 

where they have frequently prvduced a revolu­
tion and change of govemment, all of WhK'h 
hayc terminated in the abiolutc gO\ ernment, ei­

th~r of the Crown, or of one of the cOlltcndlI1g 

Ordtrs. They laugh at the fimpllClty of the Bri· 

tifh for expechng fhat the pelL11311ent fruIts of 

cur confiitutlOll, willch !~ founded on the folnlC 

Jarring pnnoples, {hall be any Detter. and affert, 
that the peaceable exercifc of Ib i~·n.::r:t1 power~ 

for [omewhat more than a centU1"\', (a. thll1g nc-
• vcr cxpenented by us 1!1 former t.mc~,) h:lS pro-

ceeded from clrcumfhnces merely _l.Ludental. 
With much addref:, they llave fdectcd the [Olmer 

difhubances, lnll have connected them hy a iort 

of flrlQClple, [0 as to [upport thcu' {)'itcm, "that 

" a States General or P ariiaI11-2!lt _ confifbng of 

" a reprefentation of the dIfl~rcnt dafk~ of \..:ti­

" zens, can never deliberate for th\.. bcnera1 
" gt)od, but muft .:lways occupy then tllnc in 

" ~ol1tentions about theJr mutual lnvafions of 

" 1);1\ liege and WIll f"ddte every aid to tht: ex:-, . , 
" ecuti\c powcr. With [ome UI1Jufl: and ruJI10U~ 

"aggr:l.D<i&~nlent of the VictOrIOUS Order." 

They have the eifro.'tl...ry to g,lve the MAGN A 

CHAR T A. a, an infl:ance of an ufurpation of the 

g:reat feudatones, and have reprefentcd it in 

fuch a lIght <l5 to make It the game of their wri. 
L L 4 ters 
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ters and of the tribunes-All tllls they have done 

in order to reconcile the minds of the few think­
ing men of the nation to the abolition of the dIf­

ferent Orders of the State, and to thm Natiollal 

Convention in the form of a chaotic mafs of 

Frenchmen, one and indivifible : 

Non bene junlfarum diJcordia ftmina rerum, 
Ubi frlgida pugnabant ,abdtS, ht;mentia }icc;!, 
A-foliza ,um dum, fine pondere hl1bentia pondus. 

Their reafoning<> would be juG:, anti their 
proofs from h\ftory would be convincing, if their 
premifes were true; if tlw Britllb Parliament 

were rc;ally an affembly of three Orders, either 
perfonally, or by rcprefentation, deliberating 
apart, each having a 'veto on the d('cifions of the 

other two. And I apprehend that moft of my 
countrymen, who have not had occafioll to can~ 
vas the fubJeEt WIth much attention, fuppofe tbis 

to be really th~ BritiOl conftltution; for, in the 
ordinary table converfatlOns on the fubJect, they 
feldom go farther, and talk with great compla~ 
cence of the balance of hoftlle Powers, of. t11e 
King as the umpire of differences, and of the 
peace and profperity that refults from the whole. 

But I cannot help thmking that th:~ is a mi[~ 
conception, almoft in every circumftance. I do 

not know any oppofite il1terefts in the State, ex­
cept the general one of the governor and the 

governed, the king and the fubjeCt:.-If there is 

an 
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.an umpire in our conftitution, it is the Houfe 

of Lords-but this is not as a reprefentati()n of 
the perlons of birth, but a<; a cowt of hereditary 

rnagiftrates: the Peers do not nlcct to defend 

their own privIleges as citizens, but either a!> the 
• counfellors of the King, or as judges in the taft 

rerort. The privileges for which we fee t~ 

fometimes contend. are not the privileges of the 

high-born, of the great vaifals of the Crown, but 

the privileges of the Houfe of Lords. of the fu. 
premeCourtof Judicature, or oftheKing'stoun­

eil. In all the nations on the Continent, the dif-
• 

fe~ent Orde"rs. as they are called, of the State. 

are corporations, bodies politic, which have jurif­

diction within themfelves, and rights which they 

can ~aintain at their own hand, and privileges 

wlfidp mark them moil: dlil:inCtly, and produce 

[uch a complete feparatlOn betweel'l the different 

Orders1 that they can no more mix th.in oil anrl 
water. Yet the great prefident Monterquie1l 

fay~, that the Peerage of England is a body of 

N~bihty; and he UICS the term body in the ftrid: 
fen[c now mentioned, as -[ynonymous to c,orpo­

ration. He has repe'l-tedly ufed this term to de· 
note the ~cond order of Frenchmen, perfons of 
~obl(' hirth, or enno~'led, (that is, veiled in the 
pnvileges and difhncboll5 of the nobly born,) 

united by law, and having authority to maintain 

theIr pnVilegti. The biliory of France, nay of 
our 



our own.£Ountry, £hows us that too body may 

enjoy all its diftincbons of nobil ty, and that the 

Great Barons may enJoy the prerogatives of their 

baronies, although the authorIty of the Crown 

is almoft annihilated.-W e have no cogent 

reafan, therefore, far thmking that they will be 

conftantly careful to fupport the authority of the 

Crown; and much lefs to oelJc\"e that they Will, 
:1t the farne time, watch over the hb\'rties of the 

people. In the election of theIr reprcfentatives, 

(for the whole body of the gentlemen mufl ap­
pear by tcprefentation,) we mull: not exped that 

they will !elect fueh of their own nUhlber as w.~ 

take care of th::le two efientlal objeCts of our con­

ftitution.-Equally Jealous of the authonty of the 
Crown and of the entroaehments of all thoie .vho 

arc not gentlemen, and even f~arful of the af­

£lilmptIons of the Great Barons, the powerful 

indIviduals of their own order, they will always 

chook fueh rcprekntatJY(;:s as Will defend theil" 

own Ilghts in the firft. place. Such perfons ar" by 

no means fit for mamtaining the proper autl1(~rlt1 

Qf the Crown, and keepIng, the reprefentativcs of 

the lower claires wlthm proper bound~. 

BuL this 15 not the nature of our' Houfe of 
Lords in the prefcnt day. It was fo formerly in 

a. great meafure, and Lad the fame effeCts as in 
other countncs. But fince the Revolution, the 

Peers of Great Britmn ll&ve no important privi-
leges 
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leges which relate merely or chiefly to birth. 

Thefe all retel to their funCtions as Maglftrates 

of the Supreme Court. The Kmg can, at any 

hme, place In this Houfe any eminl'nt penoll 

w~om he thinks worthy of the office of hereditary 

maglfhate. The Peels are noble-that is, re­

markable, 11luftnous; but are not neceffanly, 

nor III every mfbnce. perfol1s of high hlrth. 

ThIs H~ufe therefore IS D0t, in any lort, the re­

prefentatwe of what IS called In France tbe No­

bJdJe-.1 r:lrticubr {':lit of the nation ;-nor i~ 

it a Junfnon of the IJrolH1etors of the great fees 

o~ the Crown, J.~ iuch ,-for many, very man)" 

of the glcateft harol1leo, .tre In the hands of thore 

we call COl11moner~.-They fit as the Klllg'S 

'CoJnrellOls, or as Judges.-Thereforc the mem­

be~s tJf our Upper HouG~ alc not fwayed by 
th(' preJULhces of any c1afs of the citi?ens. They 
are hercclltMY magJ1'lrat'cc; created by the ~ove­

reIgn, for Ius counrel, to defend hl~ prerogative5, 

to hold the balance between the throne anJ the 

people. The grcateft part of the NobIlity (ll1 the 

continental fenfc of thc ;ord) are not callc~ mto 

tlm Houfe, but they may be members of the 

Lower H'oufe, which we call the COl11mom; nay 

,~c Cons and the brotht:rs of the Peers are in the 

'ltne fituation. The Peers therefote canr~ot be 

hofiiJe or indifferent to the liberty, the rights, or 
the 
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the happinefs of the Commons, without being 
the enemies of their own families. 

Nor is our Houfe of Commons at all fimilar to 
the r'hi'rd Ejiou of any of the neighbouring king­
doms. They are not the reprefentatives of th~ 
ignobly born, or of any clafs of citizens. < The 
members are the proper reprefentatives of the 
whole nation, and confift of perle-ns of every clafs, 
perfons of the higheft birth, perfons of great fortune, 
perfons of educatIOn, of knowledge~ of talents. 

Thus the cauCes of dl:(fenfion which ref~r to the 
diihnCtivc rights or prerog~tives of the different 
daffes of citizens are removed, becaufe in e~ch 
Haufe there are many individuals [elected from 
~I the claffes. 

A Peer, having attained the high eft hodours 
of the fiate, muft be an en€my to every revdlu­
tion. Revolution muft certainly degrade hIm, 
whether it places an abfolute mOllarch, or a de.­
mocratic Junto, on the throne, , 

The Sovereign naturally looks for the fuppor~ 
()f the Upper Haufe, and in every meafure aen:c:­
-able to the confiitution, ~nd to the public 
weal, exerts his influence on the Houfe of Com­
mons. , Here the character of the mdnarch and 
his choice of millifiers mufi: appear, as in anl 
other conftitution; but WIth much lefs cha4tll 
of danger to political hberty.-The great engil\c 

gf 
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J)f monarchy in Europe has been the jarring pri­
~eges of the different Orders; and the Sove~ 

reign, by fiding with one of -them, obtained ac­

cefficns of prerogative and p0wer.-It was thui 

that, under the houfe of Tudor, our conftitution 
advanced with hafty {hides to abfolute mo-• 
narchy; and would have attained it, had James 
lhe Flrfl bten as able as he was willing to fecure 

what he firmly believed to be the dlYJile rights of 
his Cro~n. 

I do not recolleet hearing the lower ranks ~f 

the State venting much of their difcontents 

againll the Peers, andJhey fcern to perceive pretty 

cloo.rly the advantages arifing from their prero­

gatives. They fcern to look up to them as the 
firft who will proteC\. them againft the agents of 
fovefeignty. They know that a man may rife 
frolh Mle lowell ftation to the peerage, and that 

in that exaltatIOn he remalOS wn!1ected with 
themfelves by the deareft tics; and the Houie of 
Commons take n~ offence at the creatIOn of new 

Peers, becaufe then privIleges as a Court, and 

thei~ private rights, are not affected by it. Ac­
cordingly, the Houfe has- always oppofed ,every 

project of limiting the King's prerogative in this 

re[petl:. 
How unlike is all thlt. to the conftitution confifi:­

~ or the pure reprefentatives of the Privikged 

Orders of the Contmental States. The felf-con­
ceited 
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ceited conIhtutionaIifl:s of France faw fomethmg 

in the BrIt ilh Parliament which (lId not fall in 

with their own hq/ly notions, and prided them­

felves in not copying from us. This would have 

indicated great poverty of invention in a nation 

accufl:omed to confider ltielf as the teacher of 
I 

mank.ind. The moft knfible of tllem, however, 

wifhed to have a conftJtlltlOn which they called 

an impro'uemellt of ours: and this was the fim­

pIe plan of a ! 1'/!r,jL,da/!OII of tbe two or three 

G.ders of the State. TIH.'lr lTpper HO'lfe {hould 

contain the reprefentatlves of 100,000 nobleffe. 

The Princes of the Bloo9 and Gn:at Barons 

{bould fit In it of their own right, and ;he rsft 

by Jeputic~. The Lower Hoult', or Cf'telS Elat, 

fhould confift of deputIes from tho{e Ignobly 

born; fuch as merchants, perfons in the lower 

offices of the bw, artifJ.ns, peafants, and a:'{111all 

number of freeholders. Surely it needs no 

deep reflectIon to t(ach U5 what fort of delibe­

rations would occupy {uch a houfe. It would be 

a moa: ufeful occupation, ho;vcver, to pcrufe the 

hrftory of France, and of other nations, and fee 

what real~v did OCCUp} the TIers Etat thus con­

ftrufled, and what were theIr procecdlOg~, their 

dCClfions, and the- fl-ep'i Whllh they took tv make 

them effectual. I bJ.ve no dou bt but that tlm ftudy 

woul"i. cme moft of our advocate~ for general 

eligibilIty, anci for general {uffrage. I h,,\'e lately 
rea.d 
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.read Velley and V ll1aret' s Hillary ~ F mIla. (by 
the bye. the Abbe Barruel has {hewn that the 

Club d' Holbach managed the publication of this 

Hdlary after the firft eIght or ten \-"olumes, ancl 
11ipped mto it many things fUlted to their impioos 

p~a,) and the accounts of the troubleiome 

reign~ of John, and Charles his fucceffor, by 
authors who wrote long before the Revolution; 

and they filled me wIth horror. The only m. 

france that I meet wIth (If any thing hle In:'odc­
ration in the cLums and ddj.mtes of the dIfferent 

Orders of their States General, and of patrlOtifin, 

or regard for the gine-ral mterefts of the State. 
iSa In thei; meetmgs dunng the minority Qf 
Charles VIII. 

WILh refpecr to the IUUlt:ltions of the eligIbility 

into· the Houle of Commons, I dJlnk that there 

ca~ 1:Jc no doubt that thole 1110uld be excluded 
whofe 'habits of needy and iabOllOU<; lIfe have 

prE'cJuded them from all apport umtles of acqwr­

ing forne gener~l VIews of political relations. 

Sll(.:h per[ons are totally unfit for dchberatlOns~ 
wh~re general or oomprehenfive views only are 

to be thtr.ifubjee'b of dIicuffion, they cal} have 

no conceptJ<,Jl1s of the fubJeCt, and therefore no 

fteady noi:ioQs or opinions, but muft chang1: 

them after every [pea; pr, and muft become the 

dupes of every dema.gogue. 

Bu! 
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But there are other circumftances which mak.e 
me think that, of all the claffes of citizens, the 
land proprietors are the fitteft for holding this 
important office. I do not infer this from their 
having a more real connection with the nation, 
and a ftronger intereft in its fate-I prefer them 
00 account of their general habits of thQUght. 
Almoft all their ordinary tranfaClions are fuch as 
make ~hem acquainted with the interefts of 
<lthers, caufe them to confider thofe in general 
points of view; and, in iliort, moft of their 
occupations are, in f'Jme degree, national. They 
are accull:omed to fettle differences between thofe 
of lower ftations-they are frequently in tke 
King's commiffion as Juftiees of the Peace. AU 
thefe eircumftanees make them much apter 
fcholars in that political knowledge, whicn is 
abfolutely neceffarr for a member of the Houfe 
of Commons, But, befides this, I have 110 he~ 

{itatian in raying that their turn of mind, their 
prioClples of conduct, are more generally fueh 
as become a Senator, than thofe of any other 
,laft of men. This cla[s includes almoft all m~n 

of family. I cannot llelp thinkm..,hat even 
what IS called family pnde is • fentiltlent. 
in their favour. I am convinced that alf oUf 
propenfities are lolfeful in fociety, and that their 
bad effeCts arife wholly from want of modera~ 

6 tion. 
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lion in the indulgence of them, or fometimcs 

from the' Impropriety of ~the occafion on which 

they are exerted. What propenfity is more 

general than the defire of aCIJUlring permanent 

confideration for ourfelves and our f~mlhes? 

W~ere is the man to be found fo mean-fpirited 

as not. to value himfelf for being born of credit· 

able patents, ,lOU for credltabl~ domeftic con· 

neaions? Is this wrong becaufe it has been 
abufed l' So then is c\ ery pre-eminence of 

office, and the direttors of republican France 

are as criminal as her former Nobles. This pro. 

pcnGty of the human. heart fhould no more be 

n>jecred tha~ the ucll~e of power. It fhould be 

regulated-but It {bould certa1l11y be made ufe of 

as one of the means of carrYll1g on the natIOnal . . 
buGnefs. I thlllk tll.!t we know fome of Its good 

• effeCtsLlt mCltes 10 ::t certam propnety of con-

ciua that is generally agreeable-Its honefty is 

embclhfhed by :l; manner that makes It more 
pleallng. There IS fomctbing that We call the 

beh,,;VlOur of a Gentleman that IS lmmeulatdy and 

un1fmm,y underftood. TIle plameft peafant or 
• 

labourer "'1 fay of a man whom he d~em5 
in a ccnam way, ., He is a Gentleman, every 
bit of him·,"-and he is perfectly underftood by 
all who hear him to mean, not a rank in hfe, 

but a tum cf mInd, a tenor of conduct that is 

amiable and worthy, and the ground of conti-
M M aence. 
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d'ente.-l remark, with fome feeling of plttriotic 
pride, that thefe are phrafes almoft peculiar to 

oUr Itt.nguage-:-in R uffia the wards would have 

no meaning. But there, the Sovereign is a de~ 
fPdt, and all but dle Gentry are 1'bves; and 

the Gentry are at no pains to recommend tlr::ir 

dafs by fuch a difiillCt.ioh, nor to give currelicy to 

fuch a phrafe.-I would infer from this pecu~ 

Iiarity, that Britain is the happy land, where tile 
wifeft ufe has been made of this propehfity of 

the human heart. 

If thertfore there be a foundation for this pe­

culiarity, the Gentry are ~roper o~letts elf our 

c.11oice for filling the Houfe of Commons. 
If theoretical confideratlons are of any value 

in queftions of pohtilal difcuffion, 1 would t f.ly ~ 
that we have goad reafons for giving thi<; <..~af~ 

of citizens a great "!hare in the puhltc denbera­

don5. Befides what I hal-e already noticed ~f thefr 
habits of lOnfidermg things in general points­

of view, and their fi,e/;lIg a clorer connection 

with the nltion tha.,n any other dafs, I would 

fay that the power and inHucnce which natui'ally 

attad. to theIr bClI1g ca.lled to offices of public 

uuft, will probably be better lodged in their 
hanJs. If they are generally [eleCted for dlefe 

offices" they come to confider them as parIs of 

their civil condition, as fituations l1atural to 

titem. Tbey will therefore exercife thIS power 
and 
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ihd influence with tile moderation and cairnnefs 
'Of habit,--they are nO no\'cltics to them-they 
kre 'not afraid of lafing them ;- therefore, when 
in office, they do hOt catch at tIle opportunities 
of exetciftng thern. . ThIs is the ordinary conduR 
bf «nen, and therefore is a ground of probable 
!eafonTng.-In thOft, I nlOuk! expect from our 
Gelltry fomewhat of generolity and <:andourt 

wh~ch lV'luld temper the commercial prmciple; 
Which teems to regulate the national tranf­
actions of modern Europe, and whofe etfeCls feetrt 
lefs friendly to the bcfi: interdh of humanity. 
than even the Rom:tl?principle of glory. 

'the Reader will now believe that I would not 
recommend the filling the Houfe of Common. 
w.ith ;nerchants, although they fcern to be the 
natt~al Rcprefetltatives of the monied interelt of • 
,he nation. But I do not WI!h ta confider that . 
Houfe as the Reprefentative of any Orders \~h!lt-
ever, or to difturb-its deliberations with anj' de­
bates. on their jarring intcrefl:s. The m:.tn of 
pur~ly commercial notlOIlS difc1aims all genelOfity 
-recommends honeil:y becaufe it is the bell po-
1icy-in fhort, " place; the value of a thint; in 
" as much money as 'twill bring." I lhouJd 

watch the ('onduct of fuch men more narrowly 
than that of tbe Noble~. Indeed, the hiftory uf 
Parlia.ment will {hew that the Gentry ha"'e not 
been the moft: venal part of the t-loufe. Tlj~ 11-

MM2 lU}llizla! IOn. 
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lumination which now dazzles the world aims 

directly at multiplying the nurn Jef of venal mem­

ber~, by filli.Qg the [enates of Europe with men 

who may be boug)1t at a low price. MmIflerial 

corruption is the fruit of Liberty, and freedom 

dawned in thic; nation in Queen Elizabeth's t;me, 

when her minifter bribed Wentworth.-A wile 

and free Legd1atlon Will endeavour to make tIns 
a~ expenfive and trouble[ome as poffible, and 

therefore Will neither admit univer[a] futTrage nor 

a very extcnfive eligibility. The[e two circum­

ftances, be fides opening a wider door to corrup­

tion, tend to ddl::roy the. very mtentlOn of all 

civIl conftitutions. The great objeCt III thel11 is, 

to make a great number of people happy Some 

men place their clucf enjoyment In mca[urmg 

their ftre,ngth with others, and love to be conti­

lmally employed in canvaffing, wtngumg. :mc.1 
carrying on [orne httle pieces of a fort of public 

buuneis; to fuch men univerfal fuffrage and eli­

gibility would be paradife-but It is to be hoped 

that the number of [uch js not very great: for 

this olcupation muil be accompanied by much 

diflulet among their neighbours, much diffen­

fion, and mutual offence a.nd ill-will-aml the 

peaceable, the indolent, the ftudious, and the 

half of the nation, the W()l1len, wIll be great- fuf­

fercrs by :1.11 this. In. a nation poffeffing many 

of the comforts and pleafures of lie, the happieft 
2 government 
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t,overnment is t.hat whith will lea\'e the greater!: 
number poffible totally unoccupied with natlo~ 

affaIrs, and at full liberty to enJoy aU their do­
meftic ~U1d facial pleafure~, and to do this with 
[ecuritf and permanency. Great limItations in 
the.right of eleeting [cems therefore a circum­
france Clecetfary for this purpofe; and limita­
tions are eql1:1.lly neceffary on the eligibtlity. 

\'V~en Ih: offices of power and emolument :ue 
oFcn to till, the fcramble becomes univerfal, and 
the nation is ne1er at peace. The road to a feat 
in Parliament {houkl be acceffible to all; but it 

fllould be Io~g, fo tl1ft many things, which aU 
l11:l.J in time obtain, {hall be requifite for qualify­
ing the candidate. The rO:l.d {bould alfo be fuch 
that all fhould be induced to walk In It,ln the pro­
fceutron of their ordinary bufinefs j and their ad­
miifIon·mto puLlic offices fhould depend on the 
progrefs·which they have made ill the advance­
ment of {hetr OW!! fortunes. Such regulations 

'would, I think, give the great eft chance of fil­
ling tile offices with perfons fitteft for them, by 
theIr talents, their experience, and their habits 

• -of thinking. Thefe habits, and the views o,life 
which d. m.~n forms in confequence of his fitua­
tion, are of the utrnoft importance. 

After aU thefe obfcfvations, I muft {till recur 

til a pofition which I have repeated more than 
4Jnce, n:unely., that our conftitution, which nearly 

M M ,; embraces 
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embraces all thefe circumfrances, has attained ltl> 

prefent excellence chiefly in confequenee of the 

innate worth of the Briti!h charaeter. About the 

time of the Conquefi, our Confbtution hardly 

differed from that of France. B Jt the clafhing 
of interefis between the different Orders of the 

I 

[ubjeCts, was not [0 rancorous aull obfii'late-

thefe Orders melted more eafily together-the 

purity of the principle of Repre[entation in 'the 

States was lees attended to; and while th<a French 

Peers gradually Jeft off minding any bufinefs but 

their own, and left the Hlgh Court of Judicature 

to the lawyers, and the King to hiS Cabinet 

,Council, the Peers of Gre~t Britain, <>verwok­
ing their own lefs Important dlftmCtions. at­

tended more to the State, became a permanent 

Council to the SovereIgn in the admlllllHati(ln 
and lcgrilation; and, with a patnohfm ar,J a pa­

tience tlw.t arc unkuown to the other Grandees 

of Europe, continued to hear and to Judge in all 

quefiions of Juihce a.nd property between the in­
ferior cil1r.ens of the State. Bntifh Liberty IS the 

highly pnZJed fruit of all this worthy conriucr, 
and moil: people af(:ribe it to the fuperior Cpirit, 
and independence of the national cha.raCter. It 
ftnkes me, however, alO tnOl"e Curely' IIldicating 

{uperior virtue, I\"nd more Judi-cious patriotifm; 

and -our happy conftitutl<>n is not morejuftly en­

titled to the adnliutiol1 and r.e[pett that is paid to 

it 
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~t by all Europe, than to the ~tfs:ctia!)ate aAlJ 
grateful attachment of every true h~rtcd 1!ritOIl. 

Since the publication of this vol!lme 1 hw~ 
feen a very remarkable:: work indeed, 011 the f~L1lc 
fubJeC1:, }'lemozres pour jcrvrr a I'H!/loire dt4 Ja­
£obmzjllJe, par Jo.I. I' Abbe Ban /lei. ThIs a'lJtl&or 
co!l.firllls all that IJlave faid of the EJlllghtellm~ • whom he very aptly calls Phllofophifis; al1d of 
t~ abufes of rre::e Mafonry in Frallce. Ii~ 

J110WS, .tmqueftionably, th.lt a formal and fyft~­
manc con(piracy againft Religion was formed 
and zealoufl y profecuted by Voltaire, u' Alem­
bert, and DJderot, affifted by Frcderic II. King 
of. Prufiia ; ·and i fie that thclr principles and 
thclr manner of prpcedure have been the fJ.m.e 
with thofe of the German ltheifts and anarclllfts. 
Like them they hired an Army of Writ~rs; 

thdy Ii.duftrioufly pulhcd their wnripg'i into ..:very 
houfe 1.\I1d every cottage. Thn[c wfltings Wl.!re 

equally calculated for inflaming the fcnfu;4 1l.p­

petites of men, :tad for perverting their J~dg­
meIfts. They ~ndeavQured to get the comIllanq. 
of .the Schools, partIcularly thofe for the lower 
daies; and they erected- and managed a pro­
digious number of Circulating Libralicl and 
Reacling ~ocieties. M. J3arruel f:l.ys, that tlti~ 

gaqg of public corrupt.ors 11,,"v.e hdd thel. l/.~l.ct­

ings fur tuany years ilil tOG: Hotel d' Holb;trh at 

Paris1 and that Voltaire was their honorary Pre-
M l'J 4 fidcjlt. 
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fident. The moft eminent members were d' Alem ... 
bert, Diderot, COlldorcet, La Harpe, '1urgot. 
Lamoigllon. They took the name of CEco~w. 
MISTS, and affet:l:ed to be continually occupied 
with plans for improving Commerce, Manufac­

tures, Agriculture, Finance, &c. and publi£11ed 
) 

from time to time reti)eaabl'e performanC',es on 

thofe fubjecrs.-But their darling pr~Jea: was to 
deftroy Chnftlanity and all Religion, and "to 
bring about a total change of Government. 
They employed wnters to compore corrupting 

and impious books-there were revifcd by the 

Society, and correCted till they fuited their pur­
pore. A number were prihted in a handfome 
manner, to defray the expence; and then a 
much greater number were printed in the cheapeft 
fOlm poffible, and given for nothing, or at"vay 
low pnces, to hawkers and pedlars, with il.lJtfilC­
tions to diftribute them fecretly throuE,h th,3 

cities and villages. They even hIred perfons to 
read them to conventicles of thofe who had not 

learned to read *. (See vol. i. 343-355.) 
I-am 

1t The author m'lkes an obfervation IV hJCh is a~ j uft as it is 

:tgreeable. This atrocious gang folicited, wi,th the mon: 

anxious afficiuity, the participation and patronare of the 
great ones of the world, and l>oafr of feveral very exalteq 

Ilames; Frederic II. of Pruffia, whom they c~1I the Solo­
mon of the North, <;:atharine II. Guftavus King of Sweden, 

lhe K1!lg of Denmark, &c. &c. 13U\ in the whole ferJCS of 

t~ei7;' 
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I am particular {huck by a pofition of Abbe 

Barruel, " ,[,lwI lrrelzg ron aud ul1qualtjied Ltbel ty 

~, and Equably are the genuine and origmal Secrets 
~, 0/ Frel MaJc;wy, mid t}JI' rtitrmalum 0/ fl regulor 
~, progreJs through all tts degrees:' He fupports 
this remarkable pofitlOn with great ingenuity, and 
m~ny' very pertinent facts. I confefs that now, • 
when I have got this impreffion,I iliall find it very 
dlfficult to efface it. But I muil: a]fo fay, that this 
thouglll never ftruck mt, during all the time that I 
have been occupied with It; nur have 1 ever heard 
-it expretred by any Brother, except [uch as had 
been illuminated, and fuch Brethren always t:on-

11~ered thi~ a~ an mAovation or improvement on. 

genuine Britlfh Free Mafonry.· I recollect, in­
deed, that NiCholai, in his account of the Ger­
mal\ RofycruClans, fays, that the object of Free 
lVPafoory III England, fince the time of James ll. 
is rolorotiotJ in Rehgiolls UpW1O!!f. as Royal1m had 
been the objet( before that time. 

theit corr~(pondence ther". is not the Ieafi trace of any 
encouragement or any hopes from our excellent Sovereign 
Geedrge HI. Defpifing the il!,cenfe of fnch wretches, and 
detefting their (cience, hI' has truly merited the title of 

flll!q/opher, by having done mote for the real IIlu~inatlOll 
of the W o~ld, by the promotion of true Science, than 

Louis XIV. with his pe.16oned Academicians, ()r than all 

dte prele1)t Sovereigns of Europe united; and has \lni­

formly ditlinguilhed himfelfby hiS regard for true Religion, 

ahd every thing that i. venerable and ta~red. This omi1fum 

is above all praifd 
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Tlle ac.count whic}:J the Abbe gn-es of the 
Chfvalerk du Soletl is very conformable to on~ 
of the three rituals in my poifeiTlon. His ac. 
Count of the Chevalerie de f{oJe Cror:<, and fame 
others, Qlffers confiderably from tbofe in my 
box. I have reafon to tlunk tha.t my materials 
are tranfcripts from the rituals, &c. which Rhf~ 
- - ~ mtroduced I11to the German Lodges, becau~ 
th¢ writer of the greateft part of them is an ip .. 
habitant of that city. 

I think that the Al>bi Barruel's ac(.Ount of 
this matter fuggefts a pJeafing reflection. AU 
the Brethren on the Cont1l1ent agree in faying, 
that Free Maronry was iIhported (rom Great 

~ 

Britain ahout Hie begmnIng of this century, 
and thi~ in the form of a Myftical Society. It 
na.~ been affiduoufiy cultivated III BritalO t.e\."er 
fince that time, and I believe tlult the Fr*rmty 
is mDre numerous beret in proportion Jo th.e 
Jlopulation of the c~untry, than in any other 
kingdom; yet in Britain tlu! Brethren have 
1\eVer fufpetted that Its principles were fedit~u& 
or atheiftical. While the Free Mafonry of the 
Continent was tri!=ked up with all the frippery 
of il!TS and ribands, or Wll,S ~rverted to the 
nlOft prDdig.ate and impious purpofe~, .and the 

Lodges became feminanes of FDppery, of Sedi­
tion, and Impiety, it has retained in Britain its 

orjginal form, fimplc and unadorned, and the 

Lod&es 
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.Lodges have remained the fcenes of. innocent 

merriment, or meetings of Chanty and Bene­

ficence. As the good fenie and found judg­
ments of Britons have preferved them from the 

abfurd r.,]lies of Tran{mutauon, of Ghoft-raiGng, 

and of Magic, fo their hondl: hearts and their • • 
inna~ good difpofitions have made them deteft: 

~nd rt;Ject the m.ld pn~Jeds and ImpIOUS dot;. 

tJlnes of Co[mopohtes, Epicunfts, and Alhcifb. 

~q,.tunnIoS nZ1J1ZU1I1, /Jiaji. /.;01112 uJunt 

./lngllfo/as ! 

I have more confidence than ever ill the [en. 
1imellt which I exrrdfcd in p. 488, as an en· 

c.urag('me~t for our moral inftruCtors; and with 

gieater earneftncfs do I call on them tCil refeue 

from corruption and impendlJJg ruin a natIon 
fo ltghly deferving o~heir care . 

• ~. Barruel, in the eighteenth chapter of his 

work,'has fuggeficd [orne reficctlum, winch highly 
merit attention,. and greatly tend to efface t.he 

irnpreffion which is naturally made on the minds 

of "the unthinking and precipitant, when they 

ohf.Crve filCh a lIft of authors, whom they have 

been accuftomed to ad~ire, all leagued againft • Religion.. I think however that notlun~ can 

more dfeB:ually remove it, than what I have al. 

ready lhewn of the ~Ile and difgraceful trtcks 

which there fophifts have been guilty of to fup­

port their cau[e. The caufe of this numerous 
afiOClatJon 
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airociation is diftiuct1v Jeen In their v('ry proce­

d UI e. The "ery firft ftep in their progrefs is de. 
pra'l)ation of mallners. Ir. this tht'y havl lauvured 
wIth as much carncfinefs as cither Spartacuq , or 

Min~, or B"ludt. Ie was a treat to me to learn 

tll r La Clefe's aborni~ble book Les Luufo/!l 
Dangereujes, was not merely pandenng for hi{> pa­

tron Orleans, but alfo workmg for his mafters at 

the Hotd d'Holbach. Nothing gives fuch ce~~ 
tain bread to thofe authors, in the begin~ing of 

t!l':lr lareer, as immoral and Impure wntings :-

I'llth fueh dIu even their chief ret out. and 
1115 pocket~; witnefs Ius Puce/le d' Orltans > , " 

<.Illl even after they became the fazes of Franc." 

they contll1ucd, either from eoarfe tafte or ff(l,n 
ferwm pnnciple, for the diabolical purpofe of 

inthming the paffions of "O'lers, to interlard t!\.ei. 
graveH: performances With Impure thoughts': ~d 
knttmcnts. Nay, the fcerct of the Hotd d'Hol .. 
'bach {hews us that, for any tlllng we know fo 

the contrary, the .. ilefi: prodUalOns of their 

prefs may have been the compofltlOns of the oe­
togenary Voltaire, of the fly d'Alemb~rt, or, of 

the author of the Pere de Famtlle. What a pity 
it 15 tl~'at the Declme of /he Romtlll En:1't1e was 

nQt ail written In Engl:tnu, and that its learned 

~nJ. elegant author, by going into their focietys 

ba.s allowed bimfclf to be drawn into thIS muddy 

and degra<h.l1g vorte~ ! 
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I rhould fcarcely a1k. for more to difguft m~ 
with the philofophy of thefe rages, and to make me 
diftruft all their pretenfions to knowledge. The 
meannefs of the conduct [t.lited the anginal po~ 

verty of the whole of them, but it~ continuance. 

~'ips them of all claill\l to the name of philo[o­
pheri. Their pretended wdaom is only cunning, 
'-and we muo- acknowledge that their conduCt 

t . 
\las clt;ver: for tlm mean of corruptIOn, con-
ce:;.lecL or embellJIbcd by their talents for fenti­
mental flang, (I can gIve it no better name,) made 
their converiittJon and their writIngs moft accept~ 

able to their noble ~J.trons.-Now it IS that R.e­
l!glqn, of neceffity, comes on the field; for Reli­
gion tells m. that there an: mean plcafures for 
creatures born to our ~rofpeCts, and Chriftianity 
telts us, that they are gro[s tranfgrdIions of lltt! 

o~!y Jtf/l morolJt)'. The progref~ of the pupil will 
now i3t: rapid; for Ile wllll,ltcn wlth willing ears. 
tb Idfons wl11ch Hatter his paffians. Yet Voltaire 

thinks' it neceffary to enltven the ldfons by a 

little of the JalmJon, quelques bO~lS mots a-propos 
I1uf!res des femmes, which he recommends to 

d' Alembert, who, it feerns, was deficient in this 
kmd of fmall talk . . 

Surely all this is very unlike to wifdom; and 
when we fee that it is c part of a. plan, and this an 
obvious one, it fhould grea.tly Idfen our wonder 

at the number of thefe admired infidels. If we 
would 



would no'W proc"ed to examine their pretenfiOllf 
to [cience, on which they found their claim t!5 
the name of rhilofophers) we mufl:: be careful to 
take the word In a fenfe that is unequivocal. Its 
true meaning is by no means what is tommonly 
affigned to it, a lover d knowledge. It is. a 
lover of wifdom; and philo[ophy profefits to 

I 

teach us what are the conftituents C'f humah t;-
licit)', and what are the means of attailJing it; 
what are our dutie~, and the general r~es for 
our conduct. The ftoics were philofophers. 
The Chriftians are alfo philofophen. The Epi­
cureans and the SophIils of france wquld aHa be 
called philofophers. I have put in my objection 
to this claim already, and need not repeat r,1y 
teafons for faying that tjeir doctrines arc .rot 
.dictates of wifdom. I iball only add, th.1.t thitr 
own conduct thows plainly that their prin~iples 

f 
had no effect on themfe1ves, becaufe we fee, 
frorn the fcries of corrcfpondepce whic~ M~. 
Barruel has laid before us, that they do 90t 
fctuple to practife vilhmous and hypocritical 
tricks, which never fail to difgrace a man, :u1d 
are tptally irreconcilable with our notion~ 

of human dignity. Voltaire patient1~ took a 
cal1ing from an officer at Frankfort, for having 
wittily told lies of his fchular Frederic, and his 
wifdom told him that his honour was cleared bt 
offering to meet the Major, each of tbem pro .. 

vided 
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vided with an itlJeClion fyrittge. This Wall thought 
fublime wit at Ferney. J dt:) not fuppofe thitt 
the llave Eplftt:tu~, or the {Did let Digby, would 
have ended the affair in tbis trutnt1er. Many of 
the deeds of wifdom of t-hC! club d'Holbach Wet' 
mwe degrading than even this; and I am can· 
fident.that the whole of this phalanx of 1ages 
'were cont(:.iou~ that they were treated by their 

• ptttrons and pupils as Vnitail"e wM treated by 
• 

the Sol.mon of the NortlJ, nnd that their notioM 
of the ~ .. ".aie JagejJe 'Were al[o the fame with his. 
He gives this account of it m 11ls lcttl'r to hi, 
niece: "Le Roi lui aVOIt repondu; 'j'aurai 
" be(oin d; Voltair: \.m an tout a.u plu~-On 
" pteile i'orange, et on Jette l'ecorce.' .leo h1e 
"fuis fait repetet Ce'S do\}ces paroles"- -(How 
poor Voltaire would grin I) ...... " Je "nl~ bien 
" ~u~n a pretre l'orange~il faut pcnftr it 1auvcr 
" l' eco"ce. " 

"But, a<; things frand at prcfcnt, pbilofopher 
means ti man o([cience, !.nd In this [entl;! of the 

word our [ages claIm great refiro. No claim 
cab.be worfe founded. It is amufing to obfetve 
the earnefl:nefs with ~hiCh tht'y recommcnd the . , 
ftudy of l~atural hIttory. One dcx:s not readIly 
fee tl.e connctil();1 of this \Hth their ofieniiblt1 
object, the happinefs uf m~. A perutal of V~. 
taire's letters betrays the fecJ:let. M!tny yeal1 
ago he heard that ii:)me obfcNatJ.ons on the 

I formatlOll 
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~rmation of ftnta, and tne foffils found in thetn.; 
wete inccmf,atible with the age whieh the Mofaie 

Lillory feems to affign to thi~ globe. He men­

tions this WIth great exultation In [orne of his 

early letters; ar,d, from that time forward, never 

t;ea[es to enjoin his colleagues to prefs the ft~?y 

.,f natural hiftory and cofmog,ony, and ca.u:fully 

to bring forward every fact wlnch was hoftile 

to the Mof31C accounts. If became a feri~-us 
"part of the exercifes of their wt:althy pUlvIs, and 

their perplexing dIfcoveries were moft ofientati", 

()ufly difplayed. M. de Luc, a very emInent 

naturalift, hal> {hown) III a letter to the Chevalier 

Dr. Zimmerman, (pubhfl1e<J, I thmk"abol!t the 

year 1790), how very fcanty the knowledge.of 
thefe obfervt:ls has been, and how preCipitate have 

been their conclullons. For my own paft, I 
think the affair is of httle confe'1ucnce. MOle9 
writes the luftory, not of this globe, but' of the 

race of Adam. 

The fcience of thefe phtlofophers is not rc" 
ma.rkable in other branches, If we except M. 

4' Alembert's ma.thema.tics·. Yet the impcf1ng 

confidence 

if Never was there any thing more contemptible thaa 
the phy6cal and mechanical pofitions in Diderot's great 
work, the Syflem de 14 NtIJ",e. (Barroel aftirltls, that he 
wa5 the author, and got 100 piftoles for the copy, from the 

JUJA;,n who re1a.ted tbe ftory to him), that long aso ~ 
that 
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t?'nfidence of Voltaire was fuch, that he paffes 
for a perfon fully informed, and he pronou,ncei 
on every fubjeB: with [0 much authority, with 

fuch a force of exprdlinn, and generally WJth [0 

much wit or pleafantry, that his hearers and 
readers are fa[cinated, and Coon convinced of 
wh\t they willi to be true. 

It i: not by the w\fdom nor by the profound 

'-n:>wiedge whIch thefe writers difj)lay, that thq 
have ac.<tU1red cch:brity, a fame wlllch has beea 
fa pernicious. It 15 by fim. writing, by works 

addreff"ed to the imaginatlOn and to tbe affctI:Jons, 
by excellent dramas, by affecting moral e(f.1.Ys. 

full of exprt"ffions of ~he greatd} refpeEt for VlI­

tue .. the moft tender benevolence, and the higheft 
fentiments of henour and dignity.-By there 

mea.lIS they fa[cinate all readers; they gain the 

efrdtm. of the worthy, who ima.gine them un­
cere, aid their perniciom doA:.nnes are thus 
fprud abroa;d, and fteal into the minus of the dif­
folute, tke licenti6us, and the unwary. 

thatODilierot bad 31lified Robinet to make a tlook Ollt of his 

Mafonic Oration, w bleh I menftoned In page 4" Robmet 
;~ll:ed to Diderot's knowledge in natural ph'lofoph}f But 
the Junto were :.Ihamed of the book De fa Natllr~. Di. 
derot feerns to have, after this, read Dr. Hartley'S book, and 

has greatly refined on the ",rude fyllern of Robinet. But 

after all, the ~vftem{! de la Naturt is contemptible, if It be 

ccnlidered as p"Ctending to what is received as {cieoce b} ~ 

mechanICal phik.fopher. 
N N But 
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But I am wrltmg to Britons, who are ronfi­

dcred by our neighbours"on the Continent as a 

nation of phllofophers-to the countrymen of 

Bacon, of Locke, of Newton-who are not to 

be wheedled like children, but mnft be rcafoned 

with as men.-Voltaire, who decides without he­

fitation on the t4raEter of the moft dlH:iJ1t ~a­
tions in the' moft remote antiquity, dl~ not· 

know us: he came among us, m the beginnhg 

of his career, with the higheft expeCtatl\)h.~ of our 

[upport, and harell to make 1115 fortune by his 

Pucdle d'Orle:ms. It was rejeCted with (!liaam­
cut we publifllcd hiS Henrtadc for him: and, 

notwahH:md mg !115 repeated dIi:lppoIntmc?t.~ of 

the fame h.11l~1, he dmH not offend 1m country­

!lien b\ fLllldclJog us, but JOlllctlm the prdfound 

rdiOU::1 p.ml hy all to Blitlfh fClence.-Our\\ll­

ter~, \,';,dh<:r on natUlal or moral 1Clen~e, 'are 

ilill rcg:::m~c:d a~ fi.111dard dallies, and Me fiu· 

,-heel with <.arc. Lord Vcrulam IS acknowleclt,ld 

l y (Very man of fuence to have gm:~n the firfl: 

Juft dcfcnptlOn of true 1'11l10fophy, pOl11tc{f Olll 

lIs obJ':l~ts, ,md a[eel L:uncd lts mode of pI;P\."C 

dure-AIl<l N~wton I~ equallyallO\'vcd to han 
C\ m(~d the prornety of the Ba<oni~[l precept' 

by llls uncqualkcl fuecefs, jud AJatlr'/i jacet!, 
1') eftTc'lltc.-----;-The moft celebrated pllllofophers on 

"thl: Continent are thofe who hJ.v~ completed by 
dcmonfl:ration the \\ onderful gueifes of IllS penl:-

8 tratmg 
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trating genius. Bailli, or Condorcet, (I forget 

whIch,) ftruck witJl the l!1concein.ble reaches of 

Newton's thought~ breaks out, in the words of 

Lucretiu.s, 

'Te jequQr, 0 magITtr gmtis dews, ;1l11t£ luis nrmc 

Fzxa pedum tuno pr1Jis vejhgw jigms. 
~, pllter et rerum mvento/', til patna nobis 

o 
SlIppedltas prwfpta, tuzique ex melltte Lbarti.'. 

FloriJerzs ut ap .. 1'"1 (clltiVUS omnia llbant, 

Omnia nos Itldem depa/llmur aurea rii{la; 
A'l teo, pfrpetuo jernpcr digmJlilUu vltd. 

After fuch avowals of our capacity to infima 
ouddves. 01all we frill fly to thore dil1Ul bers of 
t \ole world- fi)f' our ~efrons ? N 0-Let us rally . 
round our own ftandards-let m t,1kc the p:\th 
pOInted out br 1bcon-lct us follow the l1LPS of 
NG'Wton -anJ, to conclude, h:t us feriouny 

c~\1f~kr a mUlt excellent adVice by the hlghdt 
.. mthdtlty : 

." Beware of falfe prophet~, who comc llJ you 

"in 1hecp's cloathmg, but mwardly 'they :IlC 
"ravening wolVeS-BY THEIR ,RUI1S YE 

'~~HALL KNOW THLM-Do mcngathcr grapes 

" of thorns, or fig~ of tlfrfrles ?" 

T H To: END. 



ERRATUM: 

P. J 66. 1.1, tkltte c, even d- (Can this mean death ?)'~ 




