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and carrying on all the purpofes of #ie Order.
The Arcopagite might indeed be changed, and
the feat of the dire&tion transferred'to fome other
place; but the’ Minerval and his Mentor could
meet as formerly, and a ride of a few miles into
another State, would bring Lim to a Lodge,
where the young would be amufed, and the
more advanced would be engaged in {erioés mif-
chief. Weifhaupt never liked children’s play.
e ind ulged Philo in it, becaufe he faw him taken
with fuch rattles ; but his own projeéts were
dark and folemn, and it was a relief to him now
to be freed from that murhmery. He foon found
the bent of the perfon’s mind on whom he had
fet his talons, and he fays, that “ no man ever
<¢ efcaped him whom he thought it worth while
“ to fecure.” He had already filled the lifts with
enough of the young and gay, and when the pre-
fent condition of the Order required fly and ex-
perienced heads, ke no longer courted them by
play-things. He communicated the ranks and the
inftructions by a letter, without any ceremony,
The correfpondence with Philo at the time of
the breach with him fhows the fuperiority of
Spartacus. Philo is in a rage, provoked to find
a pitiful profeflor difcontented with the immenfe
fervices which he had ieceived from a gentle-
man of his rank, and treating him with autho-

T rity,
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rity, and with ditingenuity.—He tells Spartacus
what ftill greater fervices he can do the Order,
and that he can alfo ruin it with a breath.—But
in the mid® of this rage, he propofes a thoufand
modes of geconcilement, The {malleft concef-
fion would make him hug Spartacus in his arms.
But Spartacus 1s deaf to all his threats, and firm
as a yock. Though he is confcious of his own
vile condudt, he abates not in the fmalleft poing
his abfolute authonty—requires the moft impli-
ait fubmiffion, which he fays “ 1 due, not to
“ him, but to the Crder, and without which the
“ Order muft immediately go to ruin.” —He
does not even deign to challenge Philo to do his
worft, but allows him to go out of the Ordecr
without one angry word. This thows his confi-
dence in the energy of that {pirt of reftlefs dif-
content, and that hankering after reform which
he had fo fuccefsfully fpread abroad.

This had indeed arifen to an unparalleled
height, unexpected even by the feditious them-
felves. 'This appeared in a remarkable manner
by the reception given to the infamous letters on
the conftitution of the Pruffian States.

The general opinion wasythat Mirabeau was
the author of the letters themfelves, and it was
perfectly underftoed by every perfon, that the
tranflation into French was a joint contrivanee

of
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of Mirabeau and Nicholai. 1 was affuted of this
by the Britifh Minifter at that Court. There aré
fome blunders in tefpect of names, which an in-
habitant of the country could hardly be guilty of,
but are very confiftent with the felf-conceit and
precipitancy of this Frenchman.—There are feve-
ral inftances of the fame kind in two pieces, which
are known for certain to be his, viz. the Chronigue
Jeandalenfe and the Hiffoire fecrette de la Cour de
Berlin.  Thefe letters were 1n every hand, and
were mentioned in every converfation, even in
the Pruffian dominions—and in other places of
the Empire they were quoted, and praifed, and
cominented on, although fome of their contents
were nothing fhort of rebellion.

Mirabeau had a large portion of that felf-con-
ceit” which diftinguifhes his countrymen. He
thought himfelf quakified not only for any high
office in adminiftration, but even for managing
the whole affairs of the new King. He therefore
endeavoured to obtain fome poft of honour. But
he was difappointed, and, in revenge, did every
thing in his power to make thofe in admimftra-
tion the objes of public ridicule and reproach.
His licentious and profligate manners were fuch
as excluded bim from the {ociety of the people of
the firft cjafles, whom it behoved to pay fome at-
tention to perfonal dignity. His opinions werein
the higheft degree corrupted, and he opefly pro-

T 2 fefled
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feffed Atheifm. This made him peculiarly ob-
noxious to the King, who was determined to cor-
re¢t the difturbances and difquiets which had
arifen in the Pruffian States from the indifference
of his predeceflor in thofe matters. Mirabeau
therefore attached himfelf to a junto of writers
and fcribblers, who had united in order to diffe-
minate licentious principles, both in refpe@ of
religion and of government. His wit and fancy
were great, and he had not perhaps his equal for
eloquent and biting [atire. He was therefore ca-
refled by thofe writers as a moft valuable acqui-
fition to their Society. He took all this deference
as his juft due; and was {o confident in his pawers,
and fo foolifh, as to advife, and even to admonifh,
the King, Highly obnoxious by fuch condu&,
he was excluded from any chance of prefer-
ment, and was exceedingly out of humour. In
this ftatc of mind he was in a fit frame for Illu-
mination. Spartacus had been eyemg hum for
fome time, and at laft communicated this ho-
nour to him through the intermedium of Mau-
villon, another Frenchman, Lieutenant-Colonel
in the fervice of the Duke of Brunfwick. This
perfon had been moft adtive during the: formal
exiftence of the Order, and had contributed much
to its reception in the Proteftant States—he
remained long concealed. Indeed his Illumina-
tion wzs not known till the invafion of Helland

by
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by the French, Mauvillon then ftepped forth,
avowed his principles, and recommended the ex-
ample of the French to the Germans.,” This en-
couragement brought even Philo again on the
{tage, notwithftanding his refentment againft Spar-
tacus, and his folemn declaration of having ab-
jured all fuch focieties.—Thefe, and a thoufand
fuch facts, fhow that the feeds of licentious Cofmo-
politifin had taken deep root, and that cutting
down the crop had by no means deftroyed the
baneful plant.-—But this is not all—a new method
of cultivation had beeninvented, and immediately
adopted, and it was now growing over all Europe
in another form.,

I have already taken notice of the genecral
perverfion of the public mind, which co-ope-
raled with the {chi{fms of Free Mafonry in pro-
curing a liftening ear_to Spartacus and his affo-
cutes. It will not be doubted Lut that the
machwnations of the Nluminat: inciealed this,
even among thofe who did not enter into the
Order. It was eafier to dumunifh the refpeét for
cwvil eftablithments in Germany than in almgft
any other country. The frivolity of the ranks
and court-offices in the different confederatfzd petty
States made it impoffible to combine dignity with
the habits of a fcanty income.—It was ftill eafier
to expofe to ridicule and reproach thofe number-

lefs abufes which the folly and the vices of men
T 3 had
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had introduced into religion. The influence on the
public mind which naturally attaches to the vene-
rable office of a moral inftruétor, was prodigioutly
diminifhed by the continual difputes of the Catho-
lics and Proteftants, which were carred on with
great heat in every little principality. The free-
dom of enquiry, which was fupported by the ftate
in Proteftant Germany, was terribly abuied, (for
what will the folly of man not abule ?)and degene-
rated nto a wanton licentioufnefs of thought, and
a rage for {peculation and fcepticifm on every fub-
je&t whatever. The itruggle, which was originally
between the Catholics and the Proteftants, had
changed, during the gradual progrefs of luxury
#nd immorality, into a contefl between reafon and
fuperftition. And in this conteft the denomi-
nation of {uperftition had been gradually extended
to every doctrine which profefled to be of divine
revelation, and reafon was declared to be, for cer-
tain, the only way in which the Deity can inform
the human mind.

Some re{pectable Catholics had publifhed works
filled with liberal {fentiments. Thefe were repre-
fented as villanous machinations ¢o 1mveigle Pro-
teftants. On the other hand, fome Proteftant
Divines had propefed to imitate this liberality by
making conceffions which might enable a good
Catholic to live more at eafe among the Pro-

teftants,~and might even accclerate an union of
4 faiths.
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faiths. This was hooted beyond meafure, as Je-
fuitical, and big with danger. While the fcepti-
cal junto, headed by the editors of the Deut/che
Bibliothek and the Berlin Monatfihrift, were te-
commending every performance, that was hoftile
to the eftablithed faith of the country, Leucht-
fenring was cqually bufy, finding Jefuits in every
corner, and went about with all the inquietude of
2 madman, picking up anecdotes. Zimmerman,
the refpectable phyfician of Frederick King of
Pruffia, gives a diverting account of a vifit which
he had from Leuchtfenring at Hanover, all tremb-
ling with fearg of Jefuits,*and wifhing to perfuade
him that his life was in danger from them. Ni-
cholai was now on the hunt, and during this
crufade Philolaid hands on him, being introduced
to his acquaintance by Leuchtfenring, who was,
by this time, cured of his zeal for Proteftanti{m,
and had becomea dﬁ‘ciple of Illuminatifm. Philo
had gained his good opinion by the violent attuck
which he had publithed on the Jefuits and Rofy-
cracians by the orders of Spartacus.—He had
not far to go in gaining over Nicholai, who was
at this time making a tour through the Lodges.
The fparks of Illumination which he perceived
in many of them pleafed him exceedingly, and he
very checrfully received the precious {ecret from
Philo.

T 4 This
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This acquifition to_the Order was made in
January 1982, Spartacus was delighted with it,
confidered Nicholai as a moft excellent champion,
and gave him the name of Lucian, the great icof-
fer at all religion, as aptly exprefling his character.

Nicholai, on his return to Berlin, publithed
many volumes of his difcoveries. One would
imagine that not a Jefuit had efcaped him. He
mentions many ftrange {chifmatics, both in reli-
gion and in Mafonry—But he never once men-
tions an [luminaius.—When they were firft
checked, and before the difcovery of the fecret
correfpondence, he defénded them, and firongly
reprobated the proceedings of the Ele&or of Ba-
vania, calling it vile perfecution.—Nay, after the
difcovery of the letters found in Zwack’s houfe,
he perfifted in his defence, vindicated the pofief-
fion of the abominable receipts, and highly ex-
tolled the character of Weithaupt.—But when the
difcovery of papers in the honfe of Batz informed
the public that he himfelf had long be an I/x-
minatus, he was fadly put to it to reconcile his de-
fence with any pretenfions to religion*.—~Wei-

{haupt

# He imprudently contended that the papers containing
the fyftem and doftrines of Illumanitifm, came to him at
Berlin, fram an unknown hand, But no one believed him
+it was inconfiftent with what is faid of him in the fecret

eorrefpondence. He had faid the fame thing concerning
the
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thaupt faved him from difgrace, as he thought, by
his publication of the fyftem of Illurmnati{fm—Ni-
cholai then boldly faid that he knew no more of
the Order than was contained 1n that. book, that
is, only the two firft degrees.

But before this, Nicholat had made to himfelf
a moft formidable enemy. The hiftory of «this
conteft is curious in itfelf, and gives us a verir
inftructive picture of the machinationsof that coge
guraticin des phiofophes, or gang of {cribblers whq
were leagued againft the peace ot the world. The
reader will therefore find 1t to our purpofe. Onthe
authority of a lady in Cotirland, a Countefs von
der Recke, Nicholai had accufed Dr. Stark of
Darmftadt (who made fuch a figure in Free Ma-
fonry) of Jefuitifm, and of having even fubmitted
to the sonfure.  Stark was a moft reftlefs {pirt—
had gone through every myftery in Germany,
Nluminatifm exceptéd, and had ferreted out
many of Nicholai’s hidden tranfactions. He was
alfo an unwearied book -maker, and dealt qut thefe
difcoveries by degrees, keeping the eye of the pub-

the French tranflation of the Letters on the Conftitution of
the Pruffian States, Fifty copes were found in his ware-
Joufe. He faid that they had been fent from Strafburg, and
that he had never fold one ot “hem.—Suppofing both thefe
affertions to be true, 1t appears that Nicholu was confidered
s a very proper hand for difperfing fuch poifon.,

hic
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fic continually upon Nichohi. He-had fufpeéted
his Hlumination for fome time paft, and when
the fecret came out, by Spartacus’s letter, where
he boafts of his acquifition, calling Nicholai a
moft fturdy combatant, and faying that he was
contentiffimus, Stark left no ftone unturned til he
difcovered that Nicholai had been initiated in ail
the horrid and moft profligate myfteries of Illumi-
natifm, and that Spartacus had at the very firft
¢ntrufted him with his moft darling {ecrcts, and
advifed with him on many occafions *.

This

* Of this we have complete proof in the private cor-
refpondence. Phuo, feakingin one of his letters of the
gradual change which was to be produced in the minds of
ther pupils from Chrifliamty to Deifm, fays. ¢ Nicholal
¢ informs me, that even the pious Zollikofer has now been
% convineed that it would be proper to fet up a delcal
% church ip Berhin.,” Itis in vawn that Nichola fays taat
his knowledge of the Qrder was only of what Weifhaupt had
publithed ; for Philo fays that that corve@ed fyftem had not
been introduced into it when he quitted it in 1784. But
Nicholai deferves no credit~=he is one of the moft {candalous
examples of the operation of the principles of Weithaupt. He
procured admuflion into the Lodges of Free Mafons and
Rofycrucians, mercly to act the difhonourable part of a fpy,
and he betrayed their fecrets as far as Le could. In the ap-
pendix to the 7th volume of his yourney, he declaims againft
the Templar Mafons, Rofycrucians, and Jefuuts, for their
blind fubimflion to unknown fuperiors, for thewr fuperftitions,
their prieftlioods, and their bafe principles—and yet had been
five years ina fociety in which all thefe were carned to the

greatefd



CHAP.III, THE GERMAN UNION. 28

This complete blafting of his moral charater
could not he patiently borne, and Nicholai was-in
his turn the bitter enemy of Stark, and, in the
paroxyfims of his anger, publifhed every idle tale,
although he was often obliged to contradiét them
in the next Review. In the courfe of this attack
and defence, Dr. Stark difcovered the revival of
the llluminati, or at leaft a foctety which carried.
on the fame great work 1n a {omewhat different
way.

Dr. Stark had written a defence againft one of
Nicholar’s accufattons, and withed to have it
printed at Leipzig. He therefore fent the manu-
{cript to a friend, who refided there. Thus friend
immediately propofed it to a moft improper per-
fon, Mr. Pott, who had written an anonymous
commentary on the King of Pruffia’s edict for
the uniformity of religious worfhip in his domi-
nions. This is one of the moft thamelefs attacks
en the eftablithed faith of the nation, and the
authority and conduct of the Prince, that can be
imagined. Stark’s friend was ignorant of this,

greateft height. He remains true to the Iluminati aloae, be-
caife they had the fame objet in view with himfelf and hus
atheiftical affociates. His defence of Proteftantifm is all a
cheat, and perhaps he may be cuufidered asan ermerny equally
formmdable with Weithaupt lumfelf. This is the reafon why
he cccupres fo many of thefe pages,

and
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and fpoke to Pott, as the partner of the great
publither Walther. They, without hefitation,
undertook the publithing; but when fix weeks
had paffed over, Stark’s friend found that it was
not begun. Some exceptionable paflages, which
treated with difrefpect the religion of Reafon, were
given as the canfe of delay; and he was told that
the author had been written to about them, but
had not yet returned an anfwer. This was after-
wards found to be falfe. Then a paffage in the
preface was objefted to, as treating roughly a
Lady in Courland, which Walther could not print,
becaufe he had connetions with that court. The
author muft be entreated to change his expref-
fions. After another delay, paper was wanting.
The MS. was withdrawn. Walther now faid that
he would print it immediately, and again got it
into his hands, promifirg to fend the fheets as thev
came from the prefs. Thefe not appearing for a
long time, the agent made enquiry,and found that
it was fent to Michaelis at Halle, to be printed
there. The agent immediately went thither, and
found that it was printing with great alterations,
another title, and a guide or key, in which the
work was perverted and turned into ridicule by 2
Dr. Bahrdt, who refided in that neighbourhood.
An aftion of recovery and damages was imme-
diately commenced at Leipzig, and after much
conteft, un interdi@ was put on Michaelis's edi-

tion,



CHAP.1II. THE GERMAN UNION. 285

tion, and a proper cdition was ordered imme-
diately from VValthcr; with fecurity that it thould
appear before Bahrdt’s key. Yet when it was
produced at the next far, the bookfellers had
been already fupplied with the fpurious edition 3
and as this was accompamied by the key, it was
much more faleable ware, and completely f{up-
planted the other.

This is {urely a ftrong inftance of the machina-
tions by which the Illuminati have attempted to
deftroy the Liberty of the Prefs, and the power
they have to difcourage or {fupprefs any thing that
is not agrecable to the tdite of the literary junto.
It was 1n the courfe of this tranfaction that Dr.
Stark’s agent found people talking in the coffee-
houfes of Leipzig and Halle of the advantages of
public libraries, and of libraries by fubfcription,
1n every town, where perfons could, at a {mall ex-
pence, fee what was paffing in the learned world.
As he could not but acquiefce in thefe points,
they who held this language began to talk of a
general Affociation, which thould a& 1n concert
over all Germany, and make a full communica-
tion of its numerous literary produions by
forming focieties for reading and inftruction,
which fhould be regularly fupplied with every
publication. Flying fheets and pamphlets were
afterwards put into his hands, ftating the great
ufe of fuch an Affociation, and the effe§¢ which it

would
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would {peedily produce by enlightening the na-
tion. By and by he learned that fuch an Aflocia-
tion did really exift, and that it was called the
German Uxron, for rooTiNG OoUT SUPER-
STITION AND PREJUDICES, AND ADVANCING
vRUE CHRIsTIANITY. On enquiry, however,
he found that this was to be a Secret Society, be-
caufe it had to combat prejudices which were {up-
ported by the great of this world, and becaufe
its aim was to promote that general information
which priefts and defpots dreaded above all things.
This Affociation was acceflible only through the
reading focieties, and oaths of fecregy and fidelity
were required.  In fhort, it appeared to be the
old fong of the INumuinati.

This difcovery was upmediately announced to
the public, in an anonymous publication in de-
fence of Dr. Stark. It 1s fuppofed to be his own
performance. 1t diftlofes a feene of complicated
villainy and folly, in wihnch the Lady in Courland
makes a very ftrange figure. She appears to be a
wild fanatic, deeply engaged in magic and ghott-
raifing, and leagued with Nicholai, Gedicke, and
Biefter, againft Dr. Stark. He 15 very completely
cleared of the fats alleged againft him; and his
three male opponents appear void of all prin-
ciple and enemues of all rehgion.  Stark however
would, in Britain, be a very fingular charater,

confidered as a clergyman. The fivolous fecrets
’ of
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of Malonry have-either engroffed his whole mind, .
or he has laboured in them as a lucrative trade,
by which he took advantage of the folly of others.
The conteft between Stark and the Triumvirate
at Berlin engaged the public attention much more
than we {hould imagine that a thing of {o private
a nature would do. But the characters were.very
notorious; and it turned the atteation of the pub:
lic to thofe clandeftine attacks which were made
in every quarter on the civil and religious eftablith-
ments. It was obvious to every perfon, that thefe
reading focicties had all on a fudden become very
numerous ; ang the charatters of thofe who pa<
tronifed them only increafed the fufpicions which
were now raifed.

The firlt work that fpeaks exprefsly of the
German Union, 1s a very. fenfible performance
“ Ou the Right of Princes to direft the Religion of
“ thelr Subjefls.” The next 1s a cuious work,
a fort of narrative Dialogue on the Charallers of
Nicholai, Gedicke, and Bieffer. 1t is chiefly occu-
pied with the conteft with Dr. Stark, but in the
sth part, it treats particularly of the Germgn
Union.

About the fame time appeared {ome farther
account, in a book called Archives of Fanaticifm
and luminatifm. But all \hefe accounts are very
vague and unfatisfatory The fulleft account is te

e had in awork publithed at Leipzig by Gofchen
the
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#he bookfeller. Itus entitled, < More Notes than
« Fext, or.the German Union of XXII, a new Se-
“ cret Society for the Good of Mankind,” Leip-
zig, 1789. The publither fays that it was fent
him by an unknown hand, and that he publithed
1t with all {peed, on account of the many mif-
chiefs which this Society (of which he had be-
fore heard feveral reports,) might do to the
world, and to the trade, if allowed to ~go on
working in fecret. ¥rom this work, therefore,
we may form a notion of this redoubtable So-
ciety, and judge how far it is practicable to pre-
vent fuch fecret machinations againft the peace
and happinefs of mankind.

There is another work,  Further Information
¢ concerning the German Usion, (Nahere Beleuch-
“ tung der Deutiche Union,) a/fo fhewing hvw,
“ for a moderate price, one may become a Scoik
« Free Mafon”” F) mzkfm:t and Leipzig, 1789,
The author fays that he had all the papers in his
hands; whereas the author of AMdore Notes than
Text acknowledges the want of fome. But very
little additional light is thrown on the fubject by
this work, and the firft is ft1ll the moft inftruéive,
and will chiefly be followed in the account which
1s now to be laid before the reader.

. The book More Notes than Text contains plans
and letters, which the Twenty-two United Bre-
thren hgve allowed to be given out, and of which

the
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the greateft part were printed, but were entrufted
only to affured members.

NelL is the firft plan, printed on a fingle
quarto page, and is addrefled, o al/ the Friends
of Reafon, of Truth, and of Virtue. It is pretty
well written, and ftates, among other things,
that “becaufe a great number of perfons are
«¢ labouring, with united effort, to bring Reafon
< under the yoke, and to prevent all inftruction,
“ it 1s therefore neceflary that there be a com~
¢ bination which fhall wdrk in oppofition to
¢ them, fo that mankind may not fink anew’
< into irrecoverable barbarg{m, when Reafon and
< Virtue fhall*have becen completely fubdued,
¢ overpowered Ly the reftraints which are put
“ on our opinions.” “ For this noble purpofe
““ a company of twenty-two perfons, public in-
« ftrutors, and men in pnvate flations, have
< united themfelves, according o a plan which
« they have had under confideration for moic
¢ than a year and a half, and which, in their
“ opinion, contains a method that is fair and
“ rrefiftible by any human power, for promet-
« ing the enlightening and forming of mankind,
¢ and that will gradually remove all the ob-
¢ ftacles which fuperftition fupported by force
“ has hitherto put in the way.” »

"This addrefs is intended foran enlifting adver-
tifement, and, after a few infignificant remarks

v on
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on the Aflaciation, a rix-dahler is required aloag
with the {ubfcription of acquiefcence in the plan,
as a compenfation for the expences attending this
mode of intimation and confent.

'Whoever pays the nix-dahler, and declares his
with to join the Aflociation, receives ina few
days, N° II. which is a form of the Qath of
fecrecy, alfo printed on a fingle 4to page. Hav-
ing fubfcribed this, and given a full defignation
of himfelf, he retumns it agreeably to a certain
addrefs 5 and foon after, he gets N° III. printed
dna 4to fheet, This number contains what is
called the Second Plaz, to which all the fubfe-
quent plans and circular letters refer. A copy
thercfore of this will give us a pretty ful! and
juft notion of the Order, and its mode of opera-
tion. It is intitled,

The Plan of the Twenry-Two,

and begins with this declaration: “ We have
“ united, in order to accomplifh the aim of the
« exalted Founder of Chriftianity, viz. the en-
“ lightening of mankind, and the dethionement
« of fuperftition anggﬁnaticifm, by means of a
<« fecret fraternization of all who love the work
* of God,

* Qur
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“ Qur firt exertion, which has already ‘bden
 very extenfive, confifts in this, that, by meang
“ of confidential perfons, we allow ourfelves to
“ be announced every where as a Society unit«
“ ed for the above-mentioned purpofe; and we
“ invite and admit into brotherhood with our-
« felves every perfon who has a fenfe of the im-
« portance of this matter, and wifhes to apply
“ to us and fee our plans.

“ We labour firft of all to draw into our Af-
¢ fociation all good and learned writers. This
¢ we 1magine will be the eafier obtained, as théy
“ muft derive an evid®nt advantage from it.
« Next to fuch men, we feck to gain the maf-
« ters and fecretaries of the Poft-offices, in or-
“ der to facilitate our correfpondence.

 Befides thefe, we receive perfons of every
< condition and {tation, excépting princes and
« their mimfters, Thewr fivountes, however,
“ may be admitted, and may be ufeful by their
« influence 1n behalf of Truth and Virtue.

« Whenany petfon writes to us, we fend him
“ an oath, by which he muft abjure all treachgry
« or difcovery of the Affociation, til circum-
« ftances fhall make itﬁproper for us to come
« forward and fhow ouffelves to the world.
“ When he f{ubfcribes tne oath, he receives the
“ plan, and if he finds this to be what fatisfies
“ his mind as a thing-good and honeyrable, he

U2 ‘ becomes
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“ becomes our friend only in fo far as he en-
“ deavous to gain over his friends and ac-
“ quaintances. Thus we learn who are really
“ our zealous friends, and our numbers increafe
< in a double proportion.

¢ This procedure is to continue till Provi-
¢ dence fhall fo far blefs our endeavours, that
“ we acquire an a&ive Brother and coadjutor in
« every place of note, where there is any lite-
¢ rary profeflion; and for this purpofe we have
 a fecretary and proper office 1 the centre of
‘“ the Affociation, where every thing is expe-
‘¢ dited, and all reporfs received. When this
“ happy epoch arrives, we begin our fecond
¢« operation.”” That 1s to fay,

“ We intimate to all the Brotherhood in every
 quarter, on a certan day, tkat THE GERMAN
“ UNION /as now acquired a confiffence, and we
« now divide the fiaternifed part of the nation
“« Into ten or twelve Provinces or Diocefes, each
 direCted by its Diocefan at his office ; and thefe
¢ are f{o arranged in due {ubordination, that all
s (buﬁnefs comes into the UN10N-HOUSE as into
< the centre of the whole.

« Agrecably to this manner of proceeding
« there are two claflfes of the Brotherhood, the
* Ordinary and the Managing Brethren. The
< latter alone know the aim of the Affociation,
“ and all the means for attaining it; and they

* alone
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* alone conftitute the Uniown, the name,"and
“ the connection of which is not intended to be
¢ at all confpicuous in the world.
¢ To this end the bufinefs takes a new exter-
“ nal form. The Brethren, to wit, fpeak not
¢ of the Union in the places where they refide,
“nor of a Society, nor of enlightening the
¢ people ; but they affemble, and a¢t together
“ in every quarter, merely as a LiTErARrY So-
“ crery, bring into it all the lovers of reading
“ and of ufeful knowledge ; and fuch in fa&t are
“the Ordinary Brethren, who only know that
“ an Affociation exifts in their place of refi-
“ dence for the encouragement-of literary men,
“ but by no means that it has any conne&ion
“ with any other fimilar Society, and that they
< all conftitute one whole. But thefe Socicties
¢ will naturally point out to the intelligent Bre-
“ thren fuch perfons as are proper to be felected
« for carrying forward the great work. For per-
¢ {fons of a fertous turn of mind are not mere
* loungers in fuch company, but fhow in their
« converfation the intereft they take in real in-
“ ftru&tion. And the caft of their reading,which
“ muft not be checked in the beginning in the
“ {malleft degree, although it may be gradually
« dire€ted to proper {ubjeéts of information, will
“ point out in the moft unequivocal manner their
¢ peculiar ways of thinking on the importunt fub-
U 3 ¢ jets
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= jects conncéied with our great objet, Herd,
« therefore, the active Btethren will obferve in
« fecret, and will felet thofe whom they think
“ valusble acquifitions to the facred Union.
“They will invite fuch perfons to unite with
¢ themfelves in their endeavours to enlighten the
< reft of mankind, by calling their attentien to
s profitable fubjects of reading, and to proper
“ books. Reading Societies, therefore, are ta
¢t be formed 1n every quarter, and to be furnith-
¢ ed with proper books. In this provifion at-
1 tention muft be paid to two things. The tafte
¢ of the public muft be complied: with, that the
¢ Society mdy have any effed at ail in bringing
“ men together who are born for {omewhat rmore
< than juft to look about them. But the gete-
« ral talte may, and muft alfo be carefully and
« fkilfully directed to fubjeés that will enlarge
4 the comprehenfion, will fortify the heart, and,
“ by habituating the mind to novelty, and to
« fuccefsful difcovery, both in phyfics and in mo-
“ rals, will hinder the tinid from being ftartled
“at.dottrines and maxims which are fingu-
¢ lar, or perhaps oppofite to thofe which are
« current in ordinary fociety. Commonly a than
« {peaks as if he thought he was uttering his
% own fentiments, while hé is only echoing the
“ general found. Our minds are dreflfed n a
% prevading fafhion as much as our bodies, ahd

“ with
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£ with ftuff as little congenial to fentiment, as a
« piece of woollen cloth is to the human fkin.
5 So carelefs and indolent are men, even in
“ what they call ferious converfation. Till re-
“ fleCtion becomes a habit, what is really a
« thought ftartles, however fimple, and, if really
“ uncommon, it aftonithes and confounds. No-
i ihing, therefore, can fo powerfully tend to the
 improvement of the human charalter, as well-
* managed Reading Societies.
“ When thefe have been eftablifhed in differ-
“ ent places, we muft endeavour to accomplifh
< the followipg intermediate plans : 1. To intros
“ duce a gencral literary Gazette or Review,
¢ which, by uniting all the learned Brethren,
¢ and combining with judgment and addrefs all
#¢ their talents, and fteadily proceeding accorg-
“ing to a diftinct and precife plan, may in
“ time fupplant every other Gazette, a thing
“ which its intrinfic merit and comprehenfive
“ plan will eafily accomplith. 2. To felect a fe-
¢ cretary for our Society, who {hall have it in
* charge to commiffion the books which they
“ fhall fele& 1n conformity to the great aim of
“ the Affociation, and who fhall undertake to
“ commflion ail other books for the curious in
“ his neigihtbourhood..  If there be a bookfelier
“in the plce, who can be gained over and
v 4 “ fworn
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“ fivorn into the Society, it will be proper to
“ choofe him for this office, fince, as will be
“ made more plain afterwards, the trade will
“ gradually come 1nto the plan, and fall into-the
* bhands of the Union.
“ And now, every eye can perceive the pro-
« greflive moral influence which the Union will
“ acquire on the nation. Let us only conceive
“ what fuperftition will lofe, and what inftruc+
“tion muft gain by this; when, 1. In every
¢ Reading Society the books are feleCted by our
“ Fraternity. 2. When we have confidential
« perfons in every quarter, who will make it
* their ferious concern to fpread fuch perform-
* ances as promote the enlightening of mankind,
¢ and to introduce them even into eveiy cot
¢ tage. 3. When we have the loud voice of the
“ public on our fide, and fince we are able,
“ either to banith into the thade all the fanatical
© writings which appear in the reviews that are
« commonly read, or to warn the public againft
¢ them ; and, on the other hand, to bring into
“ potice and recommend thofe performances
“ alone which give light to the human mind.
“ 4. When we by degrees bring the whole trade
“ of bookfelling into our hands, (as the good
“ writers will fend all their performances into
“ the market through our means,) we fhall
“ bring
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< bring it about, that at laft the writers who
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labour in the caufe of fuperftition and reftraint,
will have neither a publifher nor readers. 3.
When, laftly, by the {preading of our Fra-
ternity, all good hearts and fenfible men will
adhere to us, and by our means will be put 1a
a condition that enables them to work in filerce
upon all courts, families, and individuals ia
every quarter, and acquire an influence in the
appointment of court-officers, ftewards, fecre-
taries, parith-pricfts, public teachers, and pri-
vate tutors.

¢« Remark, That we {Itall fpeedily get the trade
into ow hands, (which was formerly the aim
of the Aflociation called the Geledrtenbuchhand-
Jung ], is conceivable by this, that every writer
who unites with us immediately acquires atriple
number of readers, and finds friends in every
place who promote the fale of his peiformance g
{fo that his gain is increafed manifold, and con-
fequently all will quit the book{ellers, and ac-
cede to us by degrees. Had the above-named
Aflociation been conftrucied in this nm.ﬁnct;, it
would, long ere now, have been the only fhop
in Germany.”

'The book called Fuller Information, &c, gives

a more particular account of the advantages held
forth to rhe litzrary manufacturers of Germany
by this Union for God's work.  The clafs of lite-

rary
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sary Brothers, or writers by trade, was divided
into Mefopolites, Aldesmen, Men, and Cadets.

The MesoroL1TES, or Metropoltans, are to
be attached to the archive-office, and to be taken
carcof in the Union-howfe,when in ftraits through
age or misfortune, They will be occupied in the
department of the {tiences or arts, which this Af
fociation profefles principally to cherith. They
are alfo Brethren of the third degree of Scotch
Free Mafonry, a qualfication to be explained
afterwards. The Union-houfe is a building
which the oftentible Founder of the Union pro-
feded to have acquired, or {peedily to acquire at
» through the favour and proteétion of
a German Prince, who is not named.

ALDERMER are perfons who hold public of-
Jfices, and are engaged to exercife therr genius
and talents i the fciences, Thefe alfo are Bro-
ahers of the third rank of Scotch Free Mafonry,
and out of therr number are the Diocefans and
the Diretors of the Reading Societies felected.

The members who are defigned fimply MEex,
are Brothers of the fecond rank of Mafonry, and
Have alfo a definite {cientific accupation afligned
them.

The CADETs are writers who havé not yet
jmerited any particular honours, but have exhi-
Pited fufficient difpofitions and talents for dif-
ferent. kinds of literary manufalture.

Every
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Every member is bound to bring the pmdfug—
tions of his genius to market through the Union.
An Alderman receives for an original work 8b
per cent. of the returns, and 7o for a tranflation.
‘The member of the next clafs reccives 6o, and
the Cadet zo. Asto the expence of printing, the
Alderman pays nothing, even though the work
Thould lie on hand unfold ; but the Man and the
Cadet muft pay one half. Three months after
publication at the fairs an account 1s brought in,
and after this, yearly, when and in what manner
the author fhall defire.

In every diecefe will be eftablifhed at leaft om
Reading Society, of which near oo are propofed.
To each of thefe will a copy of an Aldermasn’s
work be fent. The fame favour will be thown
to a differtation by a Man, or by a Cader, pre@
vided that the manyfcript is documented by an
Alderman, or formally approved by him upon
ferious perufal. This impromatur, which muft be
confidered as a powerful recommendation of thé
work, is to be publithed in the Genera/ Review ot
Gazetre, This is to be a vehicle of political as
well as of hiterary news; and it is hoped that, by
its intrinfic worth, and the recommendation of
the membets, it will fhon fupplant all others.
[With relpéct to affairs of the Union, a fort of
cypher was to be cmployed in it. Each Diocefan
was there defigned by a letter, of afize that

marked
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marked his rank, and each member by a number.
B was to appear weekly, at the very [mall price
of five-and-twenty fhillings.)—But let us return
to the plan.

When every thing has been eftablifhed in the
manner fet forth above, the Union will affume
the following republican form (the reader always
recolletting that this is not to appear to the world,
and to be known only to the managing Brethren).

Here, however, there is a great blank. The
above-named fketch of this Conftitution did not
come to the hands of‘the perfon ,who furnithed
the bookfeller with the reft of the information.
But we have other documents which give fuffi-
cient information for our purpofe. In the mean
Aime, let us jull take the papers as they fland.

N° TV. contains a lift of. the German Union,
which the fender received in manufcript.  Here
we find many names which we fhould not have
expected, and mifs many that were much more
likely to have been partners in this patriotic
fch‘eme. There are {everal hundred names, but
very few defignations ; {o that it is difficult to
point out the individuals to the public. Some
however are defigned, and the “writer obferves
that names are found, which, when applied to
{ome individuals whom he knows, accord furpri-
fingly with the ancedotes that are to be feen in

the
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the private correfpondence of the IHuminati, and
in the romance called Materials for the Hiftory of
Socratifm (Illuminatifm) *. It is but a difagree-
able remark, that the lift of thie Union coatains
the names of many public teachers, both from the
pulpit, and from the academic chair in all its
degrees ; and among thefe are feveral whofe cy-
phers thew that they have been altive hands.
Some of thefe have in their wntings given evi-
dent proofs of their mifconception of the fimple
truths, whether dogmatical or hiftorical, of re-
vealed religion, or of their inclination to twift
and manufacture them fo as to chime in with the
religion and morality of the Sages of France.
But it is more diftrefling to meet with unequi-
vocal names of {fome who profels in their writ-
ings to confider thefe fubjects as an honeft man

® This, by the by, is 2 very curivus and entertaining
work, and, had the whole affair been better knewn in ibis
country, would have been a much better antidote againft
the baneful effe@ts of that Affociation than any thing that K
can give to the public, being written with much acutenefs
and knowledge of the human mind, and agreeably diverfi-
fied with anecdote and iromical exhibition of the affedtédd
wifdom and philanthropy of the knavifh Founder and his
coadjutors. If the prefent imperfe&t and defultory account
{haYl be found to intereft the public, I doubt hot but that
a tranflation ef this novel, and fome other fanciful perform-
ances on the fubjed, will be read with entertainmeat and

profit.
thould
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fheuld confider them, that is, accarding to the
plain gad common fenfe of the words ; whereas
we haye demonftrative proofs that the German
Union had the diametrically oppofite purpofe in
view. The only female in the lift is the Grafin
-won der Recke, the Lady who gave Dr. Stark of
Darmdftadt {o much trouble about his Tonfure.
"Fhis Lady, as we have already f{een, could not
eccupy berfelf with the frivolities of drefs, flirta-
tien, or domeflic cares.  Femina fromte patet,
< wir peGore””  She was not pleafed however at
finding her name i fuch a Plebeian lift, and
gave oath, along with Biefter at the centre, that
fhe was not of the Affociation. “1 fee that the
public was not fatistied with this denial. The
" Lady has publiffied fome more fcandal againft
Stark fince that timie, and takes no notice of it ;
and there have appeared many accounts of very
ferious literary conneltiords between thefe two
perfons and the man who was afterwards . dif-
covered to be the chief agent of the Union.

N° V. is an important document. It is a letter
addrefled to the fworn nfembers of the Uniop,
réminding the beloved fellow-workers that < the
® bygone management of the bufine(s has been
* expenfive, and that the XXII. do not mean
* to make any particular charge for their own
* compenfation. But that it was neceflary that
“-all and ¢ach of the members fhould know pre-

4 “ cifely
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“ cilely the obye& of the Affociation, and the
“ way which mature confideration had poisted.
 out as the moft effeftual methed of attaining
“ this obje@. Then, and not till then, could
« the worthy members a& by one plan, and
% confequently with united force. To accom-
« plith this purpofe, one of their mumber bad
« compofed a Treatife on Infruition, and 2he
“ means of promotg it *.° This work has been
revifed by the whole number, and may be confi-
dered as the refult of their deepeft refiection.
They fay, that it would be a fignal misfortune
thould this Affociation, ghis undertaking, fo im~
portant for th¢ happinefs of mankind, be cramped
in the very beginning of its brilliant progrefz.
They therefore propofe to print this wark, this
Holy Scripture of their faith and practice, by fub~
faiption. (They here give a thort account of the
work.) And they requeft the members to encou~-
rage the work by fubfcribing, and by exerting more
than their ufual a&tivity in procuring fubfcriptions,.
and in recommending the performancg in. the

* Urber AUFFRLARUNG snd deren Beforderwnys-Bilcel.
The only proper tranflation of this word would be, clearmy
upy OF ewlightemng. Infrultron feems the fingle word that
comsé neareft to the precife meaning of Aufklarung, but is
not {fynonymeus.

new{papers.
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nmewlpapers. Four perfons are named as Dio-
cefans, who are to receive the money. which they
beg may be {peedily advanced in order to pur-
chafe paper, that the work may be ready for the
firft fair (Eafter 1788).

N° VI. is a printed paper (as is N° V.} without
date, farther recommending the Effay on [aftruc-
tion. N°VIL isin manu{cnpt without date. Itis
addreffed to “a worthy man,” intimating that the
like are fent to others, to whom will aifo fpeedily
be forwarded an improved plan, with a requeft
to cancel or deftroy the former contained in
NeIIL It is added, thag the Union now contains,
among many others, more than two hundred of
the moﬁ refpe&able perfons in Germany, of every
gank and condition, and that in the courfe of
the year, (1788) a gencral liftwill be fent, with
a requeft that the receiver will point out fuch as
he does not think worthy of perfe& confidence.
¥t concludes with another recommendation of the
book on Inflruftion, on the returns frot-which
firft work of the German Union the fupport of
the fecretary’s office is to depend.

Acceordingly N* VIII. contains this plan, but it
1s not entitled Z%e mmproved Plan. Such a deno-
mination would have called in doubt the infallibi«
fity of the XXII. It is therefure called The Pro-
grefive (Vorlaufig) plan, a title which leaves
room for every {ubfequent change. It differs

from
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from the former only in fome unimportant ¢ir-
cumftdnces. Some expreffions, which had given
offence or raifed fufpicions, are foftened or cans
celled. Two copies of this, whith we may call
A and B, are given, differing alfo in {ome ¢ir-
cumftances.
 The great aim of the German Union is the
“ good of mankind, which is to be attained only
by means of mental lllumination ( Auffklarang )
“ and the dethroning of fanaticifm and moral
« defpotifm.” Neither paper has the expreffion
which immediately followed in the former plan,
“ thatthishad been theaimof theexalted Founder
“ of Chriftianity.” The paper A refers, on the
prefent fubje&, to a differtation printed in 1787
without a name, Oz the Freedom of the Prefs, and
15 Limitation. ‘This is one of the moft licentious
pieces that has been publithed on the fubjeét, not
only enforcing the moft unqualified liberty of
publithing every thing a man pleafes, but ex-
emplifying it in the moft fcandalous manner;
libelling charatters of every fort, and perfons of
every condition, and this frequently in the moft
abufive language, and expreffions fo coatfe, “as
thewed the author to be either habituated to the
coarfeft company, or determined to try boldly
once for all, what the public eye can hear. The
piece goes on: “ The Union confiders it as 2
¢ chief part of its fecret plan of operation, to in-
x "« clude
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clude the trade of bookfelling in thewr circle.
By getting hold of this, they have it in their
power to increafe the number of writings which
promote inftruétion, and to leflen that of thofe
which mar it, fince the authors of the latter
will by degrees lofe both their publifhers and
their readers. That the prefent bookfellers
may do them no barm, they will by degrees
draw in the greater part of them to unite
with them.”—The literary new{paper s here

flrongly infifted on, and, in addition to what
was faid in the former plan, 1t 1s faid, ¢ that
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they will include political news, as of mighty
influence on the public mind, and as a fubje®
that merits the clofeft attention of the moral
inftra¢tor.  For what illumination is that
mind fufceptible of, that is fo blinded by the
prejudice created and nurfed by the habts of
civil fubordination, that it worfhips ftupidity-
or wickednefs under a coronet, and neglecls

_talents and wirtue under the bearfkin cap of

the boor ? We muft therefore reprefent poli-
tical tranfa&ions, and public occurrences, not
“‘as they affe@t that artificial and fantaflical
creature of imagination that we fec every
where around us, wheeled about in a chariof,,
but as it affeéts a man, rational, altive, free-
born mah. By thus ftripping the. tran{attion
of ‘all foreign circumftances, we fee it as it afs

&« fc&s,



BHAP. 111, THE GERMAN VNION. 307

“ fets, or ought to affe@, ourfelves. Be affured
¢ that this new form of political intelligence will
% be highly intetcfting, and that the Gazette of
* the Union will foon f{upeifede all others,
“ and, of itfelf, will defray all our neceflary.ex-
“ pences.”

This is followed by fome allufions to a fecret
correfpondence that is quick, unfufceptible of all
difcovery or treachery, and attended with no ex-
pence, by which the bufinefs of the fecret plan
(defferent from esther of thofe communicated to the
fworn Brethren at large) i Is carried on, and which
puts the members in a condition to learn every
thing that goes on in the world, fororagainft their
caufe, and alfo teaches them to know mankind,
to gain an influence over all, and enables them ef-
fetually to promote their beft {ubjects into all
offices, &c. and finally, from which every mem-
ber, whether ftatefman, merchant, oi writer, can
draw his own advantages. Some paflages here
and in another place make me imagine that the
Union hoped to get the command of the poft-
offices, by baving their Brethren in the dire@ion.

It is then {aid, that it is fuppofed that the
% levy will be fufficiently numerous in the {pripg
“ of the enfuing year. When this takes plage, @t
#¢ general {ynod will be beld, in which the plos
“ of fecret operations will be finally adjylled, and
* accommodated to local circumflaaces, {o as to

x2 “ be
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be digefted into a law that will need no far-
ther alteration. A proper perfon will fet off
from this fynod, with full powers, to wvifit
every quarter where there are fworn Brethren,
and he will there eftabliftr 2 Lodge after the
ancient fimple ritual, and will communicate
verbally the plan of fecret operation, and certain
infiru&tions. ‘Thefe Lodges will then eftablifh
a managing fund or box. Each Lodge will
alfo eftablith a Reading Society, under the
management of a bookfeller refiding in the
pléce, or of fome perfon acquainted with the
mechanical condudt of things of this nature.
There muft alfo be a colleétor and agent, {Ex-
pedireny,) fo that in a2 moment the Union will
have its offices or comptorrs in every quarter,
through which it carries on the trade of book-
felling, and guides the ebb and flow of its cor-
refpondence. And thus the whole machine
will be {et in motion, and its activity 1s all di-
rected from the centre.”

I remark, that here we have not that exclufion

ofoPrinces and minifters that was in the former
plan; they are not even mentioned. The exclu-
fion in exprefs terms could not but {urprife peo-
ple, and appear fomewhat fufpicious.

N° 1X. isa printed circular letter to the fworn

Brethren, and is {ubfcribed “ by their truly

143

aflociated Brother Barthels, Oberamtfman (firft
<« bailiff)
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bailiff ) for the King of Pruffia, at Halle on the
Saal.”
¢ Inthis letter the Brethren are informed that
the XXII. were wont to meet fometirnes at+
Halle, and fometimes at Berlin. But una-
voidable circumftances oblhige them not only
to remain concealed for fome tume, but even
to gave up their relation to the Union, and
withdraw themfclves from any fhare in its pro-
ceedings. Thefe circumflances are but tem-
porary, and will be completely explained in
due time. They trufﬁ, however, that this ne-
ceflary ftepron their part will not abate the zeal
and activity of men of noble minds, engaged
in the caufe by the convittion of their own.
hearts. They have therefore communicated
to their worthy Brother BArTHELs all ne-
ceffary informatices, and have unammoufly
conferred on him the diretion of the fecre-
tary’s office, and have provided hum with every
document and mean of carrying on-.the cor-
refpondence. He has devoted himfelf to the
honourable office, giving up all other employ-
ments. They obferve that by this change in
the manner of proceeding, the Affociation is
freed from an objection made with juftice toall
other fecret focicties, namely, that the mem-
bers {ubje¢t themfelves to blind and unquali-
fied {ubpuff.on tounknown fuperiors.”-— Tha
X 3 # Society
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Society 13 now in the hands of its owi avewed
members. Every thing will foon be arranged
according to a conflitution purely republican ,
a Diocefan will be chofen, and will direét in
every province, and report to the centre every
fecond month, and inftru&ions and other in-
formations will iffue in like manner from the
centre.

“ If this plan fhall be approved of by the Affo-
ciated, H. Barthels will tranfmit to all the Dio-
cefes general hifts of the Union, and the PLax
oF SEcreT OpizPArmoN, the refult of decp
meditation of the XXII. and admirably calcu-
lated for carrying on with irrefiftible effect
their noble and patriotic plan. To ftop all
cabal, and put an end to all flander and {ui-
picion, H. Barthels thinks 1t proper that the
Union fhall ftep forward, and declare itfelf to
the world, and openly name fome of its moft
refpe@table members. The public muft how-
ever be informed only with refpe to the ev-
terior of the Society, for which purpofe he had

« «yritten a fheet to be annexed as an appendix

[
€«
¢

-
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*

to the work, Ox InstrUcTION, declaring
that to be the work of the Society, and a fuf-
ficient indication of its moft honourable aim,
He defires fuch members as choofe to fhare
the honour with hirm, to fend him their names
and proper defignations, that they may appear

& in
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“ in that Appendix. And, laftly, he requefls
“ them to inftruct him, and co-operate with him,
“ according to the concerted rules of the Union,
“ 1n promoting the caufe of God and the happi-
“ nefs of mankind.”

The Appendix now alluded to makes No. X. of
the packet fent to the Bookleller Gofchen of
Leipzig, and iz dated December 1788. 1t is alfo
found 1n the book O Infiruftion, &c. printed at
Leipzig in 1789, by Walther. Here, however,
the Appendix is dated January 1789. This edi-
tion agrees 1n the main with that in the book
from which ] have madé fuch copious extrads,
but differs in fome particulars that are not un-
worthy of remark.

In the packet it is written, « T%e Underfigned,
“ as Member and Agent of the German Union,
« in order to reéufy feveral miftakes and inju-
< rious flanders and accufations, thinks it ne-
“ ceffary that the public itfelf fhould judge of
“ their object and conduct.”—Towards the end
it is faid, “ and all who have any doubts may
« apply to thofe named below, and are invjted
“ to wnite to them.”” No names however age
fubjoined.—In the Appendix to the book it s
only faid, “ the agent of the German Union,”” &¢.
and “ perfons who wilii to be better informed
% may write to the agent, under the addrefs,

X 4 “ Zo
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s Fo the German Uion—under cover to the fhop
* of Walther, bookfeller in Leipzig.”—Here too
there are no names, and it does not appear that
any perfon has chofen to come from behind the
curtain *,

There has already been fo much faid about Ex-
lightening, that the reader muft be almoft tired of
it. He is affured in this performance that the II-
lumination propofed by the Union is not that of
the Wolfenburtle Fragments, nor that of Horus,
nor that of Bakrdt. The Fragments and Hoius
are books which aim dire&ly, and without any
concealment, to deftr6y the authority of cur
Scriptures, either as hiftorical narrations or as
revelations of the intentions of providence and of
the future profpects of man. The Theological
writings of Bakrdt arc grofs perverfions, both of
1 {e of the text, and of the moral inftructions

ined in it, and are pcrhaps the moft excep-
tionable performances on the fubjet. They are
ftiggnatifed as abfurd, and coarfe, and indecent,

# Walther is an eminent bookfeller, and carries on the
bufinefs of publifhing to a great extent, both at Leipzig
and other places. He was the publifher of the moft viru.
Ient attacks on the King of Pruffia’s Edi&t on Religion,
gnd was bronght into much trouble about the Commentary
by Pott which is mentioned above. He alfo publifhes many
of the fceptical and licentious writings which have fo mush
difturbed the peace of Germany,

even



CHAP. i1I. THE GERMAN UNION.  3is:

even by the writers on the fame fide; yet the
work recommended fo often, as containing the
elements of that Illumination which the world has
to expect from the Union, not only coincides in
its general principles with thefe performances, but
is almoft an abftra& of fome of them, particu-
larly of his Popular Relsgon, his Paraphrafe on the
Sermon on the Mount, and his MoraL1TY oF RE-
L1c1oN. We have alfo feen that the book on the
Laberty of the Prefs is quoted and recommended
as an elementary book. Nay both the work on
Inftru&ion and that on the Liberty of the Prefs
are now known to be Bahrdt’s.

But thefc p'rinciples, exceptionable as they may
be, are probably not the worft of the inftitution.
We fee that the outfide alone of the Union is to
be fthewn to the public. Barthels felicitates the
public that there is no fubordination and blind
obedience to unknown Superiors , vet, in the
fame paragraph, he tells us that there is a fecret
planof operations, thatis known only tothe Centre
and the Confidential Brethren. The author of
Fuller Inforsiation fays that he has this plan, and
would print it, were he not reftrained by a fro-
mife *.  He gives us enough however to fhow us
that thc higher myfteries of the Union are prec;ﬁ-
ly the fame with thofe of the.Illuminati, Chrifh-

* This I find to be falfe, and the book a ¢ornman job.
anity
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anity is expre(sly faid to have beer a Myftical
Affociation, and its founder the Grand Mafter of
aLodge. The Apoftles, Peter, James, John,and
Andrew, were the ELecT, and Brethren of the
Third Degree, and initiated into all the myfteries.
'The remaining Apoflles were only of the Second
Degree ; and the Seventy-two were of the Firft
Degree. Into this degiee ordinary Chnftians
may be admitted, and prepared for further ad-
vancement. The great myftery 1s, that J
C wasa NaTurAaLisT, and taught the doc-
trine of a Supreme Mind, the Spectator, but not
the Governor of tlic Werld, pretty nearly in the
fenfe of the Stoics. The Initiated Brethren were
tobe inftructed by reading proper books. Thefe
particularly recommended are Bafedow’s Praét:

cal Knowledye, Eberhaid's Apology for Socraes,
Balrdr's Apology for Reafon, Stemnbardt’s Syftem
of Moral Education, Meincr’s Ancient Myfleries,
Badrdt’s Letters on the Bible, and Batrde's
-Gompletton of the Plan and Aim of ¥ C
Thefe books are of the moft Antichriftian cha-
rater, and fome of them aun at fhaking off all
fhoral obligatton whatever.

Along with thefe religious doétrines, are incul-
cdted the moft dangerous maxims of civil con-
du&. The defpotifm that is aimed at over the
munds of men,and the machinations and intrigues
for ebtaining poffeffion of places of truft and in-

fluence,
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fluence, are equally alarmying ; but being perfectly
fimilar to thofe of the Illuminati, it is needle(s to
mention them.

The chief intelligence that we get from this
author is that the CENTRE of the Union 1s at a
houfe in the neighbourhood of Halle. It is a fort
of tavern, in a vineyard immedately without the
city. Thiswasbought by DoctorKaRL FrIE-
pERIcH BAHRDT, and fitted up for the amufe
ment of the Univerfity Students. He calls it
Baurpt’s Runk (Bahrdt’s Repofe). The author
thinks that this muft have been the work of the
Affociation, hecaufe Bahtdt had not a farthing,
and was totally unable for fuch an undertaking
He may however have been the contriver of the
inftitution. He has never affirmed or dented this
in explicit terms ; nor has he ever fhid who are
the XXII. coadjutogs. Wucherer, an eminent
bookfeller at Vienna, fcems to have Lieen onc of
the moft aétive hands, and in one year admitted
near 200 members, among whom is s own fhoe-
maker. He has publithed fome of the moft pro-
fligate pamphlets which have yet appeared in Gers
many.

The publication of the lift of members alargred
the nation; perfons were aftonithed to find them-
felves in every quarter in the midft of villains who
were plotting againft the peace and happinefs of
the country, and deftroymng every fentiment of

w rehgion,
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religion, morality, or Jé§alty. Many perfons pub-
lithed in the newfpapers and literary journals affir-
mations and proots of the falfe infertion of thew
names. Some acknowledged that curiofity had
made them enter the Aflociation, and even con-
tinue their correfpondence with the Centre, in
order to learn fomething of what the Fraternity
had in view, but declared that they had never
taken any part in its proccedings. But, at the
fame time, it is certain that many Readinz So-
_ cieties had been fct up, during thefe tranfactions,
meveryquarter of Germany, and that the often-
fible managers were in general of very fufpicious
charadters, both as to morals and loyalty. The
Wnion had actually fet up a prefs of their own
at Calbe, in the neighbourhood of Halberftadt
Everyday there appcared ftronger proofs of a com-
bination of the Journalifts, Reviewers, and even
of the' publithers and bookfellers, to fupprefs the
writings which appeared in defence of the civil
and ecclefiaftical conftitutions of the States of
Germany. The extenfive literary manufacture
of Germany is carried on in fuch a manner that
it is impoffible for any thing lefs than the joint
operation of the whole federated powers to pre-
vent this. . The fpirit of freethinking and in-
novating in religious matters had been remark-
ably prevalent in the dominions of the King of
Pruffia, having becn much encouraged by the

indifference
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indifference of the late King. One of the wileft
things publifhed on this occafion was an ahomi-
nable farce, called the Religion Ediff. This was
traced to Bahrdf's Ruhe, and the Doflor was
arrefted, and all his papers feized and ranfacked.
The civil Magiftrate was glad of an opportunity
of expifcating the German Union, which com-
mon fame had alfo traced hither. The corre-
fpondence was accordingly examined, and many
difcoveries were made, which there was no occa-
fion to communicate to the public, and the pro-
{fecution of the bufinefs of the Union was by this
means {topped. But the perfons in high office
at Berlin agree in faying that the Affociation of
writers and other turbulent perfons in Germanih
has been but very faintly hit by this blow, and s
almoft as active as ever.

Tue German Union appears a mean and pre-
cipitate Aflociation. The Centre, the Archives,
and the Secretary are contemptible. Al the
Archives that were found were the plans and lifts
of the members and a parcel of letters of corre»
{pondence. The correfpondence and other bafi-
nefs was managed by an old man in fome very
inferior office or judicatory, who lived at bed and
board in Bahrdt’s houfe for about fix fhillings
a-week, havingacheft of papersand a writing-defk
in the corner of the common room of the houfe,

* Bahrdt
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Bahrdt gives 2 long narration of his eoncern
in the affair, but we can put little confidence in
what he fays; yet as we have no better authority,
I thall givea very thort abftradt of it as follows :

-He {aid, that he lcarned Cofmo-political Free
Mafonry in England, when he was there getting
pupils for his academy—Dbut neglected it on his re-
turn to Germany. Some time after Lis [cttlement
te was roufed by a vifit from a ftranger who
paffed for an Englifhman ; but whom Le after-
wards found to be a Dutch officer—(he gives a
defcription which bears confiderable refemblance
to the Prince or General Salms who gave {o much
difturbance to the Statcs-General)—He was {hill

#hore excited by an anonymous letter giving him
an account of a Society which was employed in
the inftruction of mankind, and a plan of thewr
mode of operations, nearly the fame with that of
Ne1H.— He thenfet up a Lodge of Frec Mafonry
on Cofmo-political principles, as a preparationfor
engaging in this great plan—he was ftopped by
the National Lodge, becaufe he had no patent
from 1t.—This obliged him to work in fecret.—
He met witha gentleman in a coffechoufe, who
entreated him to go on, and promufed him great
afliftance—this he got from time to time, as he
ftood moft in need of it, axd he now found that
he was working in concert with many powerful
theuagh unkaowa friends, each in his own circle.

The
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The plan of operation of the XXII. was gradu-
ally unfolded to him, and he got folemn pro-
mifes of being madeacquainted with his colleagues
—But he now fomnd, that after he had o eflen-
tially ferved their noble caufe, he was dropped
by them in the hour of danger, and thus was
made the facnfice for the public good. The laft
packet which he received was a requeft from a
Friend to the Union to print two pcrform:mcc:é
gent him, with a promile of 100 dahlers for his
trouble—Thefe were the abomunable farce cafled
the Re/igion Eds3, and fome Differtations on that
Royal Proclamation.

He then gives an account of his {yftem of Free
Mafonry, not very different fromWeithaupt’s Ma
fonic Chriftiamity—and concludes with the follow-
ing abftract of the advantages of the Union—Ad-
vancement of Science—A general intereft anc:l
concern for Arts and Learning—Excitement of
Talents—Check of Seribbling—Good Education
—Liberty—Equality—Hofpitality—Delivezy of
many from Misfortunes—Union of the Learned
~—and at laft——perhaps—Amen.

What the meaning of this enigmatical edh-
clufion 1s we can only guefs—and our conjec-
tures cannot be very favourable.

The narration, of which this is a very fhort in-
dex, isabundantly entertaining; but theopinion of
the moft inteﬂ}g(cnt is, that it is in 3 great meafure

fittitious,
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fictitious, and that the contrivance of the Union 15
motly his own. Although it could rot be legally
proved that he was the author of the farce, every
perfon in court was convinced that he was, and
indeed it is perfetly in Bahrdt’s cery fingular
manner.—This invalidates the whole of his ftory
—and he afterwards acknowledges the farce (at
leaft by implication) in feveral writings, and boafts
of it.

For thefe reafons I have omitted the narration
in detail. Some information, however, which T
have received fince, {eens to confirm his account,
while it diminithes its*importance. T now find
that the book called Fuller Information is the per-
formance of a clergyman called Schutz, of the
loweft clafs, and by no means of an eminent cha-
racter.—Another performance in the form of a
dialogue between X, Y, and Z, giving nearly the
fame account, is by Pott, the dear fitend of Bahrdt
and of his Union, and author of the Commentary
on the Edi&. Schutz got his materials from one
Roper, an expelled ftudent of debauched merals,
who fubfifted by copying and vending filthy ma-
nufcripts. Bahrdt fays, that he found him naked
and ftarving, and, out of pity, took him intd
his houfe, and employed him a. an amanuenfis.
Roper ftole the papers at various times, taking
them with him to Leipzig, whither he went on
pretence of ficknefs. At laft Schutz and he went

to
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to Berlin together, and gave the information on
which Bahrdt was put in prifon. In fhort they
all appear to have been equally profligates and
traitors to each other, and exhibit a dreadful, but
I hope a ufeful picture of the influence of this
Illumination which f{o wonderfully fafcinates
Germany.

This is all the dire&t information that I can
pick up of the founder and the proceedings of
the German Union. The projeét i3 coarfe, and
palpably mean, aiming at the dahlers of entry-
money and of annual ccptribution, and at the
publication amd profitable fale of Dr. Bahrdt'’s
books. This circumftance gives it ftrong features
of its parentage.—Philo {peaks of Bahrdt in his
Funal Declaration in terms of contempt and abhor-
rence. There is nothing ingenious, nothing new,
nothing enticing, in the plans; and the immediate
purpofe of indulging the licentious tafte of the
public comes {o frequently before the eye, that it
bears all the marks of that groflnefs of mind,
precipitancy, and impatient overfight that are to
be found in all the voluminous writings of Dr.
Bahrdt.—Many in Germany, however, afcribe
the Union to Weifhaupt, and fay that it is the 1l-
luminati working in anotier form. There is no
denying that the principles, and even the manner
of proceeding, are the fame in every effential cir-
cumftance. Maay paragraphs of the declama-

Y tions
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tions circulated through Germany with the plans,
are tranfcribed verbatim from Weilhaupt’s Cor-
tetted Syflem of Lilummarifm. Much of the work
On Infiruchion, and the Means for promoung it, Is
very nearly a copy of the fame work, blended
with flevenly extralts from fome of his own writ.
ings—There is the fame feries of delufions from
the beginning, as in Iuminati{m-——Frec Mafonry
and Chriftianity are compounded — firft with
marks of refpe€t—then Chriftianity is twifted to
a purpofe foreign from it, but the fame with that
aimed at by Weithaupt—then it is thrown away
altogether, and Natural Religiort and Atheifm
fubftituted for it—For no perfon will have a mo-
ment’s hefitation in faying, that thisis the creed of
the author of the books On Inffruition and On the
Liberty of the Prefs.  Nor can he doubt that the
political principles are equally anarchical with
thofe of the luminati.—The endeavours al{o to
get pofleflion of public offices, of places of educa-
tion—of the public mind, by the Reading Socie-
ties,and by publications—are {o many tranfcripts
from the IMuminati.~— Add to this, that Dr.
Bahrdt was an I//uminatus—and wrote thic Better
than Horas, at the command of Weifhaupt.—Nay,
it 1s well known that Weifhaupt was twice or
thrice at Bahrdt’s Ruhe during thofe tranfaétions,
and that he zealou{ly promoted the formation of
Readipg Societies in feveral places.—But I am

1 rather
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rather of the opinion that Weifhaupt made thofe
vifits in order to keep Dr. Bahrdt within forhe
bounds of decency, and to hinder him trom hurt-
ing the caufe by his precipitancy, when f{purred
on by the want of money. Weifhaupt could
not work 1n fuch an unikilful manner. But he
would be verv glad of fuch help as this coarfe
tool could give him~and Bahrdt gave great
help ; for, when he was imprifoned and his papers
feized, his Archives, as he called them, thewed
that there were many Reading Societies which
his project had drawn together. The Pruffian
States had above thirty, and the number of
Readers was aftonithingly great —and it was
found, that the pernicious books had really found
tlicir way into every hut.—Bahrdt, by defcending
a ftory lower than Weifhaupt, has greatly increafed
the number of his pupils.

But, although I cannot confider the German
Union as a formal revival of the Order under an-
other name, I muft hold thofe United, and the
members of thofe Reading Socicties, as [luminats
and Minervals. 1 muft even confider the Union
as a part of Spartacus’s work. The plans of Wei-
thaupt were partly carried into effet in their dif-
ferent branches—they werc pointed out, and the
way to carry them on are diftinétly defcribed in
the private correfpondence of the Ogder—It re-

quired little genius to attempt them in imitation.
Y2 Bahrdt
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Bahrdt made the attempt, and in part fucceeded.
Weifhaupt’s hopes were well founded—The lea-
ven was not only diftributed, but the management
of the fermentation was now underftood, and 1t
went on apace.

It is to be remarked, that nothing was found
among Bahrdt’s papers to fupport the ftory he
writes in his diary—no fuch correfpondences—
but enough for dete@ing many of thefe focieties.
Many others however were found unconneéted
-with Bahrdt’s Ruhe, not of better charater, et-
ther as to Morality or Leyalty, and fome of them
confiderable and expenfive ; and many proofs
were found of a combination to force the public
to a certain way of thinking, by the management
of the Reviews and Journals. The extenfive deal-
ings of Nicholai of Berhin gave him great weight
in the book-making trade, which m Germany
furpafles all our conceptions. The catalogues of
new writings in fheets, which are printed twice
a year for each of the fairs of Leipzig and Frank-
fort, would aftonifh a Britifh reader by the num-
bcr.“ The bookiellers meet there, and at one
glance fee the whole republic of literature, and,
like Rorhan fenators, decide the fentiments of dif-
tant provinces. By thus fecing the whole toge-
ther, their {peculations are national, and they
really have it in their power to give what tumn
they plcarfe to the literature and to the fentiments

of
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of Germany. Still however they muft be induced
by wmotives. The motive of a merchant is gain,
and cvery object appears in his eye fomething by
which money may be made. Therefore in a luxu-
rious and voluaptuous nation, licentious and free-
thinking books will abound.® The writers fug-
geft, and the bookfcilers think how the thing
will tickle. Yet it muft not be inferred from
the peevalence of fuch books, that fuch is the
common fenfe of mankind, and that the writ-
ings are not the corruptets, but the corrupted,
or that they arc what they ought to be, becaufe
they pleafe the public. +We nced only pufh the
matter to an extremity, and its caufe appears
plain.  Filthy prints will always create a greater
crowd before the fhop-window than the fineft per-
formances of Woollett. Licentious books will be
read with a fluttering eagernefs, as long as they
are not univerfally permitted ; and pitiable will be
the fiate of the nation when their number makes
them familiar and no longer captivating,.

But although 1t muft be confefled that great
encouragement was given to the {ceptical, infidel,
and licentious writings in-Germany, we fee that
it was ftill neceflary to practife feduttion. The
Religionsff was made to expet fome engaging ex-
hibition of his faith. The Gitizer muft be told
that his civil conneétions are refpected, and will
be improved ; and s//are told that good manngrs

Y 3 or
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or vittuc 1s to be fupported.  Man ss fuppofed to
be, in very eflential circumftances, what he wifhes
to be, and fecls he ought to be : and he is cor-
rupted by means of fallehood and trick. The
principles by which he 1s wheedled 1nto wicked-
nefs in the firft inftance, are therefore fuch as are
really addrefled to the general fentiments of man-
kind: thefe therefore thould be cenfidered as
more exprcfive of the public mind than thof:
which he afterwards adopts, after this artificial
education. Therefore Virtue, Patriotifm, Loy-
alty,-Veneration for true and undefiled Religion,
are really acknowledged by thofe corrupters to be
the prevailmg fentiments ; and they are good it
this prevalence is to be the teft of worth. The
mind that is otherwife affeCted by them, and
hypocritically ufes them in order to get hold of
the uninitiated, that he may in time be made to
cherifh the contrary fentiments, cannot be a good
m'nd, notwithftanding any pretenfions it may
make to the love of mankind.

No man, not Weithaupt himfelf, has made
{tronger profeffions of benevolence, of regard for
the happinefs of mankind, and of every thing
that 15 amiable, than Dr. Bahrdt. It may not be
ufelefs to enquire what effect fuch principles have
had on his own mind, and thofe of his chief co-
adjutors. Deceit of every kind is difhonourable;
aid the deceit that is profefledly employed in the

proceedings
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proceedings of the Union is no exception. No
pious fraL}d whatever muft be ufed, and pure.
religion muft be prefented to the view without

all difguife.

« The more fair Virtue’s feen, the more fhe

¢« charms.
« Safe, plain, and eafy, are her artlefs ways.
¢« With face ere, her eyes look firait before;
¢ For dauntlefs 1s her march, her ftep fecure,

& Not fo pale Fraud—now here fhe turns, now
« there,

« 5till feeking darker thades, fecure in none,

“ Looks often backy and whecluig round and

¢ round,
« Sinks headlong in the danger fhe would thun.”

The mean motive of the Proteftant Sceptic is
as mconfiftent with our notions of honefty as
with our notions of honour ; and our {ufpicions
are juftly raifed of the charaéter of Dr. Bahrdt
and his affociates, even although we do not f{up-
pofe that their aim is the total abolifhing of reli-
gion. With propriety therefore may we make
fome enquiry about their Livesand conduct. For-
tunately tnis is eafy in the prefent inftance. A
man that has turned every eye upon himfelf
can hardly efcape obfervation. But it is not fo
eafy to get fair information. The peculiar fitua-

tion of Dr. Bahrdt, and the caufe between him
Y 4 and
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and the public, are of all others the moft produc-
tive of muftake, mifreprefentation, obloquy, and
inguftice. But even here we are fortunate
Many remarkable parts of his life are eftablifhed
by the moft refpectable teftimony, or by judicial
evidences ; and, to take all fure, he has written
his own life. I fhall infert nothing here that is
not made out by the two laft modes of proof, reft-
- ing nothing on the firft, however re{fpectable the
evidence may be.  But I muft obferve, that his
life was alfo written by his dear friend Pott, the
partner of Walther the bookfeller. The ftory of

this publication is curious, and it 1s inftructive.
Bahrdt was in prifon, and in great poverty,
He intended to wrnite his own life, to be printed
by Walther, under a fititious name, and in
this work he intended to indulge his {fpleen and
his diflike of all thofe who had offended him,
and in particular all priefts, and rulers, and
judges, who had given him fo much trouble. He
knew that the firange, and many of them fcan-
dalous anecdotes, with which he had fo lhiberally
interlarded many of his former publications,
wosld fet curiofity on tiptoe, and would procure
a rapid fale as foon as the public fhould guefs
that it was his own performance, by the fingular
but fignificant name which the pretended author
would affume. He had almoft agreed with Wal-
ther for a thoufand dahlers, (about £. 200), when
he
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he was imprifoned for being the author of the
farce {o often named, and of the commentary on
the Religion Edic?, written by Pott, and for the
procecdings of the German Union. He was re-
fufed the ufe of pen and ink. He then apphed
to Pott, and found means to correfpond with him,
and to give him part of his hife already written,
and materials for the reft, confifting of ftories,
and anecdotes, and correfpondence. Pott fent
him feveral fheets, with which he was {o pleafed,
that they concluded a bargain. Bahrdt fays,
that Pott ‘was to have 400 copies, and that the
reft was to go to the maiptenance of Bahrdt and
his farmly, confifting of his wife, daughter, a
Chniftina and her children who lived with them,
&c. Pott gives a diffcrent account, and the truth
was different from both, but of little confequence
to us. Bahrdi’s papers had been feized, and
{earched for evidence 8f his trantations. but the
ftricteft attention was paid to the precifc points
of the charge, and no paper was abftradted
which did not relate to thefe. All others were
kept 1 a fealed room. Pott procured the re-
moval of the feals, and got pofleffion of tham.
Bahrdt fays that lus wife and daughter came to
him in prifon, almoft ftarving, and told him
that now that the room was opened, Pott had
made an offer to write for their fupport, if he

had the ufc of thefe papers—that this was the
comclufion
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conclufion of the bargain, and that Pott took
away all the papers. N.RB. Pott was the aflociate
of Walther, who had great confidence in hin
(Anecdotenbuck fir memen lieben Amifbriider, p.
400.) and had conducted the bufinefs of Stark’s
book, as has been already mentioned. No man
was better known to Babrdt, for they had long
acted togetheras chicf hands in the Union. He
would therefore write the life of its founder cos
wmore, and 1t might be expected to be a rare
and tickling performance. And indced it was.
The firft part of 1t only was publithed at this
time 3 and the narration reaches fiom the birth
ot the hero ull his leaving Leipzig in 1768.
1he attention s kept fully awake, bat the emo-
tions which fucceflively occupy the mund of the
rcader, are nothing but ftrong degrees of aver-
fion, difguft, and horror. The figure fct up
to view 1> a monfler, a fian of talents indeed,
and capable of great things; but loft to truth,
to virtue, and even to the affectation of com-
mon decency—In fhort, a thamelefs profligate.
Poor Bahrdt was aftonithed,~—flared~—but,
having his wits about him, faw that this bfe
would {cll, and would alfo {ell another, With-
out lofs of time, he faid that he would hold
Pott te his bargain—but he reckoned without his
hoft. “ No, no,” fard Pott, ** you are not the
“ man 1 took vou for—your correfpondence was

[19 Put
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« put into my hands—I faw that you had de-
« ceived me, and it was my duty, as a man
% awho loves truth above all things, to hinder you
“ from deceiving the world. 1 have not writ-
“ ten the book you defired me. I did not work
“ for you, but for myfelf—thereforc you get
“not a grofchen.,” “Why, Sir,” faid Bahrdt,
“ we both know that thiswon’t do. You and
¢ 1 have already tried it  You received Stark’s
* manufcript, to be printed by Walther~Wal-
“ ther and you fent it hither to Michaelis, that I
“ might fee 1t during the printing. I wrote an
“ illuftration and a key, which made the fclHow
« very ridiculous, and they were printed toge-
* ther, with one title page.—You know that we
“ were caft in court.—~Walther was obliged to
* print the work as Stark firft ordered, and we
¢ loft all our labour.—So fhall you now, for I
¢ will commence an action this mftant, and let
“ me fee with what face you will defend your-
« felf, within a few weeks of your laft appear-
“ance in court.” Pott faid, *“ You may try
« this. My work is already {old, and duperfed
<« over all Germany—and I have no objection%o
“ begin yours to-morrow—believe me, it will
 fell.” Rahrdt ponder~d——and refolved to write
one himfelf.
This is another {pecimen of the Union.
D=.
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Dr, Carr Fr1EDPIRICH BAHRDT was born
m 1741. His father was then a parith minifter,
and afterwards Profeffor of Theology at Leipzig,
where he died in 1775. The youth, when at
College, enlifted in the Pruffian fervice as a
huffar, but was bought off by his father. He was
M. A.in 1761. He became catechift in lus fa-
ther’s church, was a popular preacher, and pub-
lithed fermons in 17635, and fome controverfial
wrtings, which did him honour—But he then
began to indulge 1a conviviality, and in anony-
mous pafquinades, uncommonly bitter and offen-
five. No peifon was fafe—Profeflors—Magif-
trates—Clergymen—had his chief notice—alfo
ftudents —and even comrades and friends.
(Bahrdt fays, that thefe things might cut to the
,quick, but they were all juft.) Unluckily his tem-
perament was what the atomical philofophers
(who can explamn every thing by thers and vi-
brations) call fanguine. He therefore (his own
word) was a paffionate admirer of the ladies.
Comung home from fupper he frequently met a
voung Mifs in the way to his lodgings, neatly
dreffed 1n a rofe-coloured filk jacket and train,
and a fable bonnet, coftly, and likc alady. One
evening, (g.ftcr fome old Rhenifh, as he favs,) he
{aw the lady home. Some t:me after, the miftrefs
of the houfe, Madam Godfchutky, came into
his room, and gud that the poor maiden was

pregnant.
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pregnant. He could not help that—but it was
very unfortunate, and would ruin him if known.
—He therefore gave the old lady a bond for 200
dahlers, to be paid by inftalments of twenty-five.
——— The girl was fenfible, and good, and as he
“ had already paid for it, and her converfation
“ was agreeable, he did not difcontinue his ac-
“ quaintance.” A comrade one day told him,
that one Bel, a magiftrate, whom he had lam-
pooned, knew the affarr, and would bring it
mto court, unlefs he immediately retired the
bond. This bond was the, only evidence, but 1t
was enough. Neither Bahrdt nor his friend
could raife the money. But they fell on another
contrivance. They got Madam God{chufky to
meet them at another houfe, in order to receive
the money. Bahrdt was in a clofet, and his
comrade wore a {word. 'The woman could not
be prevailed on to produce the bond till Bahrdt
fhould arrive, and the money be put into her
hands, with a prefent to herfelf. The com-
rade tried to Autter her, and, drawing his {word,
thewed her how men fenced —made paffes at tife
wall—and then at her—but fhe was too firme
he then threw away his fword, and began to try
to force the paper from her. She defended her-
felf a good while, but at length he got the paper

out of her pocket, tore it in pieces, opened
the
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the clofet door, and faid, * There you b—,
< there is the honourable fellow whom you and
“ your wh— have bullled—but it is with me
“ you have to do now, and you know that I can
“ bring you to the gallows.”” There was a great
{quabble to be fure, fays B. but it ended, and I
thought all was now over.—But Mr. Bel had got
word of it, and brought it into court the very
day that Bahrdt was to bave made fome very
reverend appearance at church—In fhort, after
many attempts of his poor father to fave him, he
was obliged to fend ‘n his gown and band, and
to quit the place. It was fome comfort, how-
ever, that Madam Godfchufky and the young
Mifs did not fare much better.  They were both
imprifoned. Madam G. died fome time after of
fome thocking difeafe. The court-records give a
very different account of the whole, and particu-
farly of the fcuflle ; but Bahrdt’s ftory is enough.
*Bahrdt fays, that s father was fevere—but ac-
knowledges that his own temperament was hafty,
(why does not his father’s temperament excufe
fomething ? Fibratucul/e will cxplain every thing
or nothing.) *¢° Therefore (again) I.fometunes
< forgot myfelf.—One day T laid a loaded pifto!
“ on the table, and told him that he fhould meet
“ with that if he went on {c. But I was oniy

* feventeen.”
Dr.
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Dr. Bahrdt was, of courle, obliged to leave
the place. His friends, and Semler in particu-
lar, an eminent theological writer, who had
formed a very favourable opinion of his uncom-
mon talents, were affiduous in their endeavours
to get an eftablithment for him.  But Ius high
opinion of himfelf, his temper, unpetuous, pre-
cipitant, and overbearing, and a itter fauncal
habit which he had freely indulged in his outfet
of life, made their endeavours very ineffeCtual.

At laft he got a profeflorfhip at Frlangen,
then at Erfurth, and in 1771, at Gieflen.  But
in all thefe places he was no fooner fettled than
he got into difputes with his colleagues and with
the eftablithed church, being a ftrenvous paii-
zan of the innovations which were attempted to
be made in the doctrines of Chriftianity. In his
anonymous publications, he did not truft fo ra-
tional difcufhion alone, but had recourfc to ridi-
cule and perfonal anccdotes, and indulged in
the moft cutting farcafms and grofs feurrility.
—Being fond of convivial company, his income
was Infufficient for the craving demand, and
as foon as he found that anecdote and flan-
der always procured rcaders, he never ceafed
writing.  He had wonderful readinefs and aéti-
vity, and {pared neither friends nor foes in his
anonymecus performances, But this could not
laft, and his avowed theological writings were

fuch
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fuch as could not be f{uffered in a Profeflor of
Divinity. The very ftudents at Gieflen were
fhocked with fome of his lberties. After
much wrangling in the church judicatories he
was juft going to be difmiffed, when he got an
invitation to Marfchlins in Switzerland to fuper-
intend an academy. He went thither about the
year 1776, and formed the feminary after the
model of Bafedow’s Philanthropine, or academy,
at Deffau, of which I have already given fome
account. It had acquired fome celebrity, and
the plan was pecularly fuited to Bahrdt’s tafte,
becaufe it left lum at hiberty to introduce any
fyftem of religious or irreligious opinions that he
pleafed. He refolved to avail himfelf of this
Liberty, and though a clergyman and Do&or of
Theology, he would outftrip even Bafedow, who
bad no ecclefiaflical orders to reftrain hum. But
he wanted the modecration, the prudence, and
the principle of Bafedow. He had, by this time,
formea his opinion of mankind, by meditating
on the feclings of his own mind. His theory of
human nature was fimple—* The leading pro-
< penfities, fays he, of the human mind are
« threc —Inftinctive hberly (Freyhestftreche)—in-
« ftin&ive a&ivity (Triebe fur Thatigkest)—and
« inftin&ive love (Liebes trieb:}.”” 1do not with
to mifunderfland- him, but I can give no other
tranflation.— If a man is obftructed in the ex-

“ ercife
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*“ ercife of any of thefe propenfities, he fuffers
 an injury.~~The bufinefs of a good education
¢ therefore 1s to teach us how they are to be en-
“ joyed in the higheft degree.”

We need not be {urprifed although the Door
fhould find it difficult to manage the Cyclopedia
in his Philanthropine in fuch a manner as to give
fatisfattion to the neighbourhood, which was
habituated to very different fentiments. — Accord-
ingly he found his fituation as uncomfortable as
at Gieflen. He fays, in one of his lateft per-
formances, *¢ that the Gnfons were a ftrong
“ inftance of the immen$e importance of educa-
“ tion, Thegr knew nothing but their handi-
¢ crafts, and their minds were as coarfe as their
« perfons.” He quarrelled with them all, and
was obliged to abfcond after lying fome time in
arreft.

He came to Durkheim or Turklieim, where
his father was or had been minifter. His literary
talents were well known.— After fome little time
he got an aflociation formed for ere&ting and
fupporting a Philanthropine or houfe of education.
A large fund was collected, and he was cnabled
to travel into Holland and England, to engage pu-
pils, and was furnifhed with proper recominend-
ations.—On his return the plan was carried into
execution. Thecaftle or refidence of Count Lein-
ing Hartzburgh at Heidetheim, having’gardcns,

z park,
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park, and every handfome accommedation, had
been fitted up for it, and it was confecrated by a
folern religious feftival in 1778.

But his old misfortunes purfued him. He had
indeed no colleagues to quarrel with, but his
avowed publications becamc every day more ob-
noxious—and when any of bis anonymous pieces
had a great run,he could not ftifle his vanity and
conceal the author’s name.—Of thele pieces,
fome were even fhocking to decency.—1t was in-
different to him whether 1t was friend or foe that
he abufed ; and {ome of them were {o horribly
injurious to the characters of the moft refpectable
men 1n the ftate, that he was conltinpally under
the corretion of the courts of juflice. There
was liardly a man of letters that had ever been in
his companv who did not fuffer by it. For Lis
conflant practice was to father every new ftep
that he took towards Athei{m on fome other per-
fon; and, whenever the reader fees, in the be-
ginniag of a book, any peifon celebrated by the
author for found fenfe, profound judgment, ac-
curate reafon, or praifed for ats of friendfhip
and kindnefs to hunfelf, he may be affured that,
before the clofe of the book, this man.will con-
vince Dr. Bahrdt in fome private converfation,
that fome dolrine, cherithed and venerated by
all Chriftians, is a piece of knavith fuperftition.
So loft was Dr. Bahrdt to all fenfe of fhame. He

faud
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fard that he held his own opinions independent of
all mankind, and was indifferent about their praife
or their reproach.

Bahrdt’s licentious, very licentious life, was
the caufe of moft of thefe enormities. No in-
come could fuffice, and he wrote for bread.
The artful manner in which the literary ma-
nufaCture of Germany was conduéted, made it
ampoflible to hinder the rapid difperfion of his
writings over all Germany ; and the indelicate
and coarfe maw of the public was as ravenous
as the fenfuality of Dr. Balirdt, who really bat-
tened in the Epicurean ﬂy The confequence of
all this was that he was obhged to fiy from Hci-
defheim, leaving his {urctics in the Philanth opine
to pay about 14,000 dablers, befides debts with-
out number to lus friends. He was imprifoned
at Dienheimn, but was®releafed I know not how,
and fettled at Halle. There he funk to bea
keeper of a tavern and bilhard-table, and his
houfe became the rcfort and the bane of the
ftudents in the Unwverfity —He was obliged
therefore to leave the city. He had fomehow
got funds which enabled him to buy a little vine-
vard, prettily fitvated in the neighbourhood-
This he fiitted up with cvery accommodation that
cduld invite the ftudents, and call.d it Balkrds’s
Ruke. 'We have already feen the occupations of

Dr. B. in this Eyen Retiro—Can we call at otium
z2 cum
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cum dignitate 2 Alas, no! He had not lived two
years here, buftling and toiling for the German
Unaion, fometimes without a bit of bread —when
he was fent to prifon at Halle, and then to Mag-
deburg, where he was more than & year in jail.
He was fet at Lberty, and returned to Bakrdt's
Rule, not, alas, to live at eafe, but to lie down
on a fickbed, where, after more than a year’s
fuffering increafing pamn, ke died on the 23d of
April 1793, the moft wretched and loathfome
victim of unbridled fenfuahty.

The account of his cafe 1s written by afriend, a
Dr. Jung, who profefles to defend Lis memory and
his principles. The medical deleription melted my
heart, and I am certain would make his bittereft
enemy weep. Jung repeatedly fays that the cale
was not venereal, calls it the vineyard difeafee
the quickfilver difeafe, (he was dying of an un-
conquerable fahvation,)—and yet, through the
whole of his narration, relates fymptoms and
fuffermgs, which, as a medical man, he could
not poflibly mean to be taken in any other
fenfe than as cffects of pox. He meant to pleafe
the encmies of poor Bahrdt, knowing that fuch
a man could have no friends, and beii)g himfelf
ignorant of what friend(hip or goodnefs 1s. The
fate of this poor creature atfected me more than
any thing I have read of a great while. All his
open cuemies put together have not faid fo much il

of



CHAP.III. THE GERMAN UNION. 341

of him as his trufted friend Pott, and another con-
fident, whofc name I cannot recolle&, who pub-
hihed in his hfetime an anonymous book called
Bakrdt with the 1ron bow-—and this fellow Jung,
under the abfurd mafk of friendthip, exhibited the
loathfome carcafe for a florin, like a malefadtor’s
at Surgeons Hall. Such were the fruits of the
German Union, of that Illumination that was to
refine the heart of man, and bring to maturity
the feeds of native virtue, which are choaked 1n
the hearts of other men by {uperftition and def-
potifin.  'We fee nothing but mutual treachery
and bafe defertron.

I do not concern myfelf with the gradual per-
verfion of Dr. Bahrdt’s moral and religious opi-
nions. But he affected to be the enlightener and
reformer of mankind ; and affirmed, that all the
mufchiefs 1n life onginafed trom defpoti{m {up-
ported by {uperftitton.  * In vain,” fays he, “do
“ we complain of the mefficacy of religion.  All
“ pofitive rehgion is founded on injuftice.  No
« Prnce has a night to prefcribe or fanétion any
« fuch fyfiem, Nor would he do it, were not
* the prefte the firmeft pillars of his tyrandy,”
“ and fuperftinon the ftrongeft fetters for his
“ fubje@s. He dares not how Religion as the is,
“ pure and undcfiled-——She would charm the oyes
* and the hearte of mankind, would immedi-

 ately produce true morality, would sopn
Z 3 “ the
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“ the eyes of freeborn man, wowd teach him
“ what are his rights, and who are his oppref-
¢ fors, and Princes would vanifh from the face
“ of the earth.”

Therefore, without troubling ourfelves with
the truth or falfehood of his rehgion of Nature,
and affluming it as an indifputable point, that Dr.
Bahrdt bas feen it in this natural and fo effeftive
purity, it is furely a very pertinent quettion,
 Whether has the fight produced on his mind
< an effe@t {o far fupenior to the acknowledged
¢ faintnefs of the imgreflion of Chriftianity on
the bulk of mankimd, that it will be pradent
to adopt the plan of the German Union, and
at once put an end to the divifions which fo un-
fortunately alicnate the minds of profethng
Chriftians from each other ?”  The account
here given of Dr. Bahrdt’s life feems to decide .
the queftion.

But it will be faid that I have only related {o
many inftances of the quarrels of Priefts and
their flavith adherents with Dr. Bahrdt. Let us
view him in his ordinary conduét, not as the
Champion and Martyr of lllumination, but as an
ordinary citizen, a hufband, a father, a friend, a
teacher of youth, a clergyman.

When Dr. Bahrdt was a parifh-minifter, and
prefident of fome inferior ecclefiaftical diftrit,
he wus empowered to take off the cenfures of

the
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the church fiom a young woman who had vorn,
a baftard child. By violence he again reduced
her to the fame condition, and efcaped cenfure,
by the poor girl’s dying of a fever before her
pregnancy was far advanced, or even legally do-
cumented. Alfo, on the night of the folemn
farce of confecrating luis Philanthropine, he de-
bauched the naid-fervant, who bore twins, and
gave hum up for the father. The thing, Tprefume,
was not judicially proved, otherwife he would
have furely been difgraced; but it was after-
wards made evident, by the letteis which were
found by Pots, when I‘.undcrtook to wnte his
Ife. A ferics of thefe letters had pafled betwcen
him and one Graf a fleward, who was cmployed
by Lim to give the woman the fmall pittance by
avhich {lic and the infants were maintained. Re-
monftrances were made when the money was not
advanced ; and there are particularly letters abont
the end of 1779, which fhow that Bahrdt had
ceafed grving any thing. On the of Febru-
ary 1780, the infants (three years old) were taken
away 1n the mght, and were found expofed, ¢he
one at Utstein, and the other at Worms, many
miles diftant from each other, and almoft frozen,
todeath. The fiift was hifcovered by its moans, by
a (hoemaker in a field by the road-fide,about fix in
the morning; tie other was found by two girls bes
twecn the hedges 1n a lane, fet between two great
Z 4 flones,
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ftones, paft all erying. The poor mother tra-
velled up and down the country in queft of her in-
fants, and hearing thefe accounts, found them
both, and took one of them home ; but not be-
ing able to maintain both, when Bahrdt’s com-
muffioner refufcd contributing any miore, it re-
mained with the good woman who haa taken it
n*

Bahrdt was matried 1 1772 while at Gieffen ;
but after wafting the greateft part of his wife’s
little fortune left her by a former hufband, he
was provoked, by lofing 1ooo florins (about
110/.) in the hands of her brother who would
not pay it up. After this he uted her very ill,
and {peaks very contemptuoufly of her in his own
account of his life, calling her a dowdy, jealous,
and every thing contemptible.  In twoinfamous
novels, he exinbits chara&ers, in which fhe is re-
prefented in a moft cruel manner; yet this wo-
man (perhaps during the honey-moon) was en-
ticed by him one day into the bath, in the pond
ofthe garden of the Philanthiropineat Heidetheim,
angd there, 1n the fight of all the pupils, did he
{alfo undrefied) toy with his naked wife in the
water. When at Halle, he ufed the poor woman
extremely il, keeping a muftrefs in the houfe,

* This i worfe than Rouflean’s condu@, who only fent

his children to the Foundling hofpital, that he might never
know them agamn.  (Sec lus Confeffions )

and
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and giving her the whole command of the fa-
mily, while the wife and daughter were confined
to a feparatc part of 1t. When in prifon at Magde-
burgh, the ftrumpet lived with him, and bore
him two children. He brought them all to his
houfe when he was fet at liberty. Such barba-
rous ufage made the poor woman at laft leave
kim and live with her brother. The daughter
died about a year before him, of an overdofe of
laudanum given by her father, to procure fleep
when ill of a fever. He ended his own wretched
life in the fame manner, unable, poor man, to
bear his diftrefs, without ‘the fmalleft compunc-
tion or forrow for his condu&; and the lat
thing he did was to fend for a bookfeller, (Vi-
pink of Halle, who had publithed fome of his
vile pieces,)and recommend his ftrumpet and her
children to his prote®ion, without one thought
of his injured wife.

I fhall end my account of this prefligate mon-
fter with a fpecimen of his way of ufing his
friends.

¢ Of all the acquifitions whieh I made in Epg-’
“ land, Mr. (the name appears at fult
« lengthj was the moft important. This perfon
¢ was accomplifhed in the higheft degree. With
“ found judgment, great genius, and correct tafte,
 he was perfectly a man of the world. He was
“ my fmend, and the only perfon who wagmly in-

“ terefled
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« terefted himfeif for my inflitution, To his warth,
“ and repcated recommendations I owe all the
“ pupils I got in England, and many moft re-
“ fpeftable conneftions; for he was univerlally
¢ efteemed as a man of learning and of the moft
¢ unblemifhed worth, He was my friend, my
¢ conductor, and I may {ay my preferver, for
* when I had not bread for two days, he took
“ me to Ins houfe, and fupplhied all my wants.
* This gentleman was a clergyman, and had a
« fmall but genteel and felected congregation, a
“ flock which required ftrong food. My friend
“ preached to them pﬁre natural.religlon, and
“ was beloved by them, His fermons were ex-
< cellent, and delivered with native encrgy and
“ grace, becaufe they came from the heart. I
“ had once the honour of preaching for him,
* But what a difference—1I found myfelf atraid—
« [ feared to {peak too boldly, becaufe I did not
« know where I was, and thought myfelf {peak-
“ing to my crouching countrymen. But the
“ liberty of England opens every heart, and
“ makes 1t acceflible to morality. I can give a
% very remarkable inftance.
# The women of the town in Loadon do not,
“ to be {ure, meet with my unquahfied appro-
“ bation in all refpe&ts. But it isimpoflible not to
“ be ftruck with the propriety and decency of their
“ manners, {o unlike the clownifh impudence of
“ pur
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“ out German wh—, I could not diftinguith
* them from modeft women, otherwife than by
“ their greater attention and eagernefs to thew
“ me civiity. My friend afed to laugh at my
« miftakes, and I could not believe him when he
« told me that the lady who had kindly thewed
¢ the way to me, a foreigner, was a votary of
« Venus. He maintained that Englith liberty
<« naturally produced morality and kindnefs. [
< fhll doubted, and he {uid that he would con-
% vince me by my own experience. Thefe girls
¢ are to be feen 1n uouc}s every evening in every
« quarter of the town, Although fome of them
¢ may not have even a fhift, they come out in the
« evening drefled hike princefles, in hired clothes,
¢ which are cntrufted to them without any fear
i of their making off with them, Their fine
¢ fhape, their beautiful {kin, and dark browa
% hair, their bofoms, {o prettily {et off by their
« black filk drefs, and above all, the gentle
« {weetnefs of thewr manners, makes an impref-
% fion in the higheft degree favourable to them.
« They civilly offer their arm, and fay, ¢ My
« dear, will you give me a glafs of wine.” If you
¥ give them no encouragement, they pafs on,and
“ give no farther trouble. I went with my
« friend to Covent Garden, and after admiring
“ the innumerable beauties we faw in the piazzas,
“ we gave our arm to three very agreeable gitls,

« and
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“ and immediately turned into a temple of the
¢ Cytherean Goddefs, which is to be found at
s every {fecond door of the city, and were fhown
“ intoa parlour elegantly carpeted and furnifhed,
*¢ and lighted with wax, with every other accoms-
“ modation at hand. My friend called for a
* pint of wine, and this was all the expence, for
“ which we reccived {o much civility. The con-
* verfation and other behavicur of rhe ladies
*“ was agreeable in the higheft degree, and nor
* g word pafled that would have diftinguithed
* them from nuns, or that was not in the highett
“ degree mannerly and clegant. We parted in
¢ the ftrect—and fuch is the hberty of England,
“ that my friend ran not the fmalleft rifk of fuf-
« fering either in his honour or ufefulnefs.—
¢ Such 1s the effc& of freedom.,”

We may be fure, the poer man was aftouithed
when he faw his name before the pyblic as one of
the enlighteners of Chriftian Europe. He 15 really
3 man of worth, and of the moft irreproachable
charatter, and knew that whatever might be the
protection of Britifh liberty, fuch condu¢t would
ruin him with his own hearers, and 1n the minds
of all his refpc&table countrymen. He therefore
fent a vindication of his chara&er from this fian-
derous abufe to the publifhers of the pringipal
newipapers and ,literary journals in Germany.

The vindication is complete, and B. 1s convicted
of
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of having related what he &u/d not pofiblv kave
feen. Tt 1s worthy of remark, that the vindica-
tion did not appear in the Ber/in Monat/ch: ift, nor
in any of the Journals which make favourable
mention of the performances of the Enlighteners.

« Think not, indignant reader,” fays Arbuth-
not, * that this man’s bfe 1s ufclefs to mortals.”
it {hows in a flrong light the falfity of all his de-
clamations in favour of his fo much praifed natu-
ral religion and univerfal kindnefs and humanity.
No man of the party wrtes with more perfuafive
energy, and, though his petulance and precipitant
felf-conceit lead him fréquently afiray, no man
has occafionally put all the arguments of thefe
plulofophers 1n a clearer light ; yct we {ee that all
1s falfe and hollow. He 1s a vile hypocrite, and
the real aum of all hus writings is to make money,
by foftering the {enfuakpropenfities of human na-
ture, although he fees and feels that the comple-
tion of the plan of the German Union would be
an event more deftructive and lamentable than
any that can be pointed out in the annals of fu-~
perfition.  I'will not fay that all partifans of 11-
lumination are hogs of the fty of Epicurus like this
wretch. * But the reader muft acknowledge that,
in the inflitution of Weithaupt, there is the fame
train of fenfual indulgence Jaid along the whole,
and that purity of heart and hfe 1s no part of the

morality that is held forth as the perfection of
human
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human nature. The final abolition of Chriftianity
1s undoubtediy one of its obje@s~~whether as an
end of their efforts, or as a2 mean for the attain-
ment of fome end flill more important. Purity of
heart is perhaps the moft diftinctive feature of
Chriftian morality.  Of this Dr. Bahrdt feems to
have had no conception ; and his inftitution, as
well as his writings, fhow him to have been a very
coarfe fenfualift. But his tafte, though coarfe,
accorded with what Weifhaupt confidered as a
ruling propenfity, by which he had the beft
chance of fecuning the fidelity of bis fubjedts.—
Craving defires, beyond thc bounds of our means,
were the natural confequences of indulgence—
and fince the purity of Chriftian morality ftood
in his way, his firfl care was to clear the road by
rooting it out altogether—What can follow, but
general diffolutenefs of manners ?

Nothing can more diftinétly provc the crooked
politics of the Reformers' than this. It may be
confidered as the mainfpring of their whole ma-
chine. Their pupils were to be led by means of
their fenfual appetites,and the aim of theirconduc-
tors was not to inform them, but merely to lead
them; not to reform, but to rule the world.—They
would reign, though in hell, rather than ferve in
heaven.—Dr. Bahrdt was a true Apoftle of Illumi-
nati{m ; and though his torch was made of the
grofleft materials, and * {crved only to difcover

8 “ fights
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“ fights of woe,” the hornd glare darted into
every corner, roufing hundreds of filthy vermin,
and direting their fhight to the rotten carrion
where they could befl depofit their poilon and
their eggs ; in the breafts, to wit, of the fenfual
and profligate, there to fefter and burft foithina
new and filthy progeny; and it is aftonifhing
what numbers were thus roufed intoaction. The
fcheme of Reading Societies had taken prodigi-
oufly, and became a very profitable part of the
literary trade of Germany. The bookfellers and
writers foon percenved its importance, and, acted
in concert.

I might fill a volume with extracts from the
criticiims which were publifhed on the Rek-
gion Edit fo often mentioned already. The
Leipzig catalogue for one year contained 173.
Although 1t concerned ghe Pruffian States alone,
thefe appeared in every corner of Germany ;
nay, alfo in Holland, 1n Flanders, in Hungary,
in Switzerland, in Courland, and in Livonia.
This thows it to have been the operation of an
Affociated Band, as was intimated to the King
with fo much petulance by Mirabeau. There
was (paft.all doubt) fuch a combination among
the innumerable {cribblers who fupplied the fairs
-of Leipzig and Frankfirt. Mirabeau calls it a
Conjwraizon des Philofophes, an expreffion very
¢lear to himfelf, for the myriads of garreteers who

have
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have long fed the craving mouth of Paris (“ al-
« ways thirfting after fome new thing”) called
themiclves philofophers, and, like the gangs of
St. Giles's, converfed with each other in a cant of
their own, full of morale, of energie, of hienvesl-
lance, &c. &c. &c. unintelhgible or mifunder-
ftood by other men,and ufed for the purpofe of de-
ceit.  While Mirabeau lived too, they formed a
Conjr ation. The 14th of July 1790, the moft fo-
lemn invocation of the Divine prefence ever made
on the face of this earth, put an end to the pro-
priety of this appellation; for it became neceffary
(in the progres of poiitical [llumination) to de-
clare that oaths werc nonfenfe, becaufe the in-
voked was a creature of the imagination, aud the
grand fedcration, like Weithaupt and Bakrdt's
Mafonic Chriftianity, is declared, to thofe initiated
into the higher myfteries, to be a lie. But if we
have no longer a Comuration des Philofophes, we
bave a gang of {cribblers that has got poffeffion of
the public mind by their management of the li-
terary journals of Germany, and have made li-
centious {entiments 1n politics, in morals, and in
religion, as familiar as were formerly the articles
of ordinary news. All the fceptical wnitings of
England put together will ot make half the
number that have appeared in Proteftant Gers
many during the laft twelve or fifteen years. And,
in the Criticifms on the EJi&, it is hard to fay

whether
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whether infidelity ‘or difloyalty fills the moft
pages.

To fuch a degree had the Illuminati carried
this favourite and important point that they ob-
tained the dire@ion even of thofe whofe office it
was to prevent it. There is at Vienna, as at Ber-
lin, an office for examining and licenfing writings
before they can have their courfe in the market.
This office publithes annually an index of forbid~
den books. In thisindex are incladed the account
of the laft Op&¥ations of Spartacus and Philo in the
Order of Illuminati, and a differtation on Ve Final
Owerthrow of Free Mafonr$, a moft excellent per-
formance, fhowing the gradual corruption and
final perverfion of that fociety to a feminary of
fedition. Alfo the Vienna Magazine of Literature
and Arts, which contains many accounts of the
interferences of the Illtaninati in the difturbances
of Europe. The Cenfor who occafioned this pro-
hibition was an [luminatus, named Retzer. He
makes a moft pitiful and Jefuitical defence, fhow-
ing himfelf completely verfant in all the chicane
of the Illuminati, and devoted to their Infidel prm,—
ciples. (See Rel Begebenk. v795. p-493-)

There .are two performances which give us
much information refpecting the fiate of moral
and palitical opinions in Germany about this
time. One of them is called, Proofs of a Viddes
Combination to deﬁ(oy the Freedom of Thought and

A A *Writing
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Writtng 38 Germany. Thefe proofs are general,
taken from many concurring circumflances in the
cbndition of German literdture. They are con-
viricimg to a thinking mind, but are too abftraét-
ed to be very itnprelive on ordinary readers.
The other is the Appeal ro hy Country, which I
mentioned 1 page 84. This 1s much more firik-
ing, and, il each branch of literature, gives a
progreflive account of the changes of fentiment,
all fupported by the evidence of the books them-
felves. The author puts it paft contradiction,
that in every fpecies of hterary compofition into
which it was poffible, without palpable abfurdity,
to mtroduce licentiotis or {editious principles, it
was done. Many romadnces, novels, journies
throngl Germany and other countries*, are writ-
ten on purpofe to attach praife or reproach to
certain fentiments, charadvers, and pieces of con-
du®. THhe Prince, the nobleman, s made de-
fpbtic, oppreflive, unfeeling, or ridiculous—the
poor, and the men of talents, are unfortunate and
negle&cd-—and here and there a fictitious Graf or
Baron is made a divinity, by philanthropy ex-
prcﬁ'ed in romantic charity and kindnefs, or often-
tatious inddfference for the litthe honours which

® A plan adopted within thefe few years in our own
country, which, if profecuted with the fame induftry with
which it has Been Beguw, will foon render our circuldting
Libraries fo many Nurfeniesof Sedition and. Impiety, (See

Travels.inio Germany by Efte.
are
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are {o precious in the eyes of a German.—In
fhort, the fyftem of Weifhaupt and Knigge is
carried into vigorous effect over all. In both
thefe performances, and indeed in a vaft number
of other pieces, I {ee that the influence of Nicholai
1s much commented on, and confidered as having

had the chief hand 1n all thofe innovations.
Thus I think 1t clearly appears, that the fup-
preflion of the Illuninati in Bavaria and of the
Urion in Brandenburgh, were infufficient for
removing the evils which they had introduced.
The Elector of Bavaria was obliged to iffue an-
other proclanfation 1 November 1790, warning,
bhis {ubjects of their repeated machmations, and
particularly enjoining the Magiftrates to obferve
carefully the afflemblies in the Reading Societies,
which were multiplying in his States. A fimilar
proclamation was made and repeated by the Re-
gency of Hanover, and it was on this uccafion
that Mauvillon umpudently avowed the moft anar-
chical opinions.—But Weifhaupt and his agents
were full bufy and fuccefsful. The habit of plot-
ting bad formed it{elf into a regular fyftem. « So-
cieties now afted every where in fecret, in cor-
refpondence with fimilar focieties in diftant places.
And thus a mode of co-operation was furnithed
to the difcontented, the reftlefs, and the unprin-
cipled in ## plages, without cven the trouble of
AA2 formal
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formal initiations, and withou! any external ap-
pearances by which the exiftence and occupations
of the members could be diftingushed. The Hy-
dra’s teeth were already fown, and each grew
up, independent of the reft, and {foon fent out
its own offsets.—Tn all places where fuch fecret
practices were going on, there did not fail to ap-
pear fome individuals of more than common zeal
and activity, who took the lead, each in his own
circle. This gave a confiftency and unity to the
vperations of the reit, and they, encouraged by
this co-operation, could now attempt things
which they would not have otherwife ventured
on. It is not till this ftate of things obtain, that
this influence becomes fenfible to the public.
Philo, in his public declaration, unwarily lcts this
appear. Speaking of the numerous little focie-
ties in which their principles were cultivated, he
fays, “ we thus begin to be formidable.” It may
now alarm—but 1t is now too late. The fame
germ is now {prouting in another place.

I muft not forget to take notice that about this
time (1787 or 1788), there appeared an invita-
tion from a Baron or Prince S » Governor of
the Dutch fortrefs H , before the troubles in
Holland, to form a foctety for the protefiion of
Princes.—The plan is exprefled in very enigma-
tical terms, but fuch as plainly fhew it to be

merely




CHAP.III. THE GERMAN UNION. 357

merely an odd title, to catch the public eye; for
the Affociation 15 of the fame feditious kind with
all thofe already fpoken of, viz. profefling to en-
lighten the minds of men, and making them ima-
gine that all their hardthips proceed from fuper-
ftition, which fubjects them to ufelefs and crafty
pricfts; and from their own indolence and want
of patriotiim, which make them {ubmit to the
mal-adminiftration of minifters. The Sovereign
s fuppoled to be innocent, but to be a cypher,
and every magftrate, who 1s not chofen by the
people actually under him, 15 held to be a defpot,
and is to be bound hard and foot.—Many cir-
cumftances concur to prove that the projetor of
thss infidious plan is the Prince Salms, who fo
affiduoufly fomented all the difturbances in the
Dutch and Auftrian Netherlands. He had, be-
fore this time, taken4nto his fervice Zwack, the
Cato of the Hluminati. The pruje@ had gone
fome fength when it was difcovered and fup-
prefled by the States.

Zimmerman, who had been Prefident of the
{luminati in Manheim, was alfo a moft a.&ivc
perfon in propagating their doctrines in other
countries, He was employed as a miffionary,
and eretted fome Lodges even in Rome—alfo at
Neufchatel—and in Hungary. He was frequently
{feen in the latter place by a gentleman of my
acquaintance, and preached up all the oftenfible

AA3 doétrines
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do&rines of [llyminati{in in the moft public man-
ner, and made many profelytes. But when it
was difcovered that their real and fundamental
doG&rines were different from thofe which he pro-
fefled in order to draw in profelytes, Zimmerman
Jeft the country in hafle.—Some tfime after this
he was arrefted in Pruffia for feditious harangues
--but he efcaped, and has*not been heard of
fince.~~When he was in Hungary he boafted of
having erected above an hundred Lodges in dit-
ferent parts of Europe, fome of which were mn

England.

That the Illuminati and other hidden Cofmo-
polifical focieties had fome influence in bringing
about the French Revolution, or at leaft in ac-
celesating it, can hardly be doubted. In reading
the fecret correfpondence, I was always furprifed
at not finding any Reports from France, and
fomething like a hefitation about eftabhihing a
miffion there; nor am I yet able thoroughly to
account for it. But there is abundant evidence
that they interfered, both in preparing for it 1n
the farhe manner as in Germany, and in accele-
rating its progrefs. Some letters in the Brunf-
wick Journal from one Campe, who was an’in-
{peftor of the feminaries of education, a man of

talents,
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taleats, and an [/uminatys, put it beyond doubt.
He was refiding in Paris during its firft move-
ments, and gives a minute account of them, la-
menting their excefles, on account of thelr im-
prudence, and the nifk of fhocking the nation,
and thus deftroying the projet, but juftifying
the motives, on the true principles of Cofmo-
politifm. TheVienna Zeitfchrift and the Magazine
of Literature and Fine Arts for 1790, and other
pamphlets of that date, fay the fame thing ina
clearer manner. I fhall lay together fome paf-
fages from fuch as I have met with, which I
think will thew beyond all poffibility of doubt
that the IHuminati took an aétive part in the
whole tranfacion, and may be {aid to have been
its chief contrivers. 1 fhall premife a few ob-
fervations, which will give a clearer view of the
matter,
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CHAP. 1V,

The French Revolutron.

DURING thefe diffenfions and difcontents, and
this general fermentation of the public mind in
Germany, political occurrences in France gave
exercife and full {cope for the operation of that
fpirit of revolt which had long growled in fccret
in the different corners’of that great empire.
The Cofmo-pohitical and fceptical opinions and
fentiments fo much cultivated in all the Lodges
of the Pkilalethes had by this time been openly
profefled by many of the fages of France, and
artfully interwoven with their ftatiftical econo-
mics. The many contefts between the King and
the Parliament of Paris about the regiftration of
his edits, had given occafion to much difcuffion,
and had made the public famibarly acquainted
with topics altogether unfuitable to the abfolute
monarchy of France.

This
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Thisacquaintance with the natural expectations
of the fubje&, and the expediency of a candid
attention on the part of Government to thefe ex-
petations, and a view of Legiflation and Gevern-
ment founded on a very liberal interpretation of
all thefe things, was prodigioufly promoted by the
rath interference of Frante in the difpute be-
tween Great Britain and her colonies. In this
attempt to Yuin Britain, even the court of France
was obliged to preach the doftrines of Liberty,
and to take its chance that Frenchmen would con-
fent to be the only flaves, But their officers and
foldiers who returned from America, imported
-the American principles, and in every company
found hearers who liftened with delight and re-
gret to their fafcinating tale of American indepen-
dence. During the war, the Mimiter, who had
too confidently pledged himfelf for the deftruc-
tion of Britain, was obliged to allow the Parifians
to amufe themfelves with theatrical entertain-
ments, where Englifh law was reprefented as op-
preflion, and every fretful extravagance of the
Americans was applauded as a noble ftruggle for
native freedom.—All wifhed for a tafte of that
hiberty ahd equality which they were allowed to
applaud on the ftage : but as {foon as they came
from the theatre into the {treet, they found them-
felves under all their former reftraints. The fweet
charm
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charm had found its way into thesr hearts, and all
the luxuries of France became as dull as common
life does to a fond girl when fhe lays down her
novel.

In this irritable ftate of mind a {park was fuf-
ficient forkindling a flame. To import this dan-
gerous delicacy of American growth, France had
expended many millions, and was drowned in
debts. The mad prodiglity of the Royal Family
and the Court had drained the treafury, and
foreftalled every livre of the revenve. The
edilts for new taxes and forced loans were moit
unwelcome and oppreflive.

The Awvocats au parlement had nothing to do
with ftate-affairs, being very little more than bar-
rifters in the highefl court of juftice; and the
higheft clam of the Prefidents of this court
was to be a fort of hutnble counfellors to the
King in common matters. It was a very firange
inconfiftency 1n that ingenious nation to permit
fuch people to touch on thofe ftate-fubjeéts ; for,
i fact, the King of France was an abfolute Mo-
nagch, and the fubjeéts were flaves.  This 1s the
refult of all thar painful refearch, notwithftand-
ing that ghmmerings of natural jutti¢e and of
freedom arc to be met with in their records.
"There could not be found in their hiftory fo
much as a tolerable account of the manner of

calling
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calling the nation together, to learn from the
people how their chains would beft pleafe their
fancy. But all this was againft nature, and it
was neceffary that it fhould come to an end, the
firft time that the Monarch confeffed that he could
not do every thing unlets they put the tools inte
his hands. As things were approaching gradually
but rapidly to this condition, the impertinent
interference (for fo a Frenchman, fubjeét of the
Grand Monarch, my# think 11) of the advocates
of the Parliament of Pans was popular in the
higheft degrec ; and it muft be confefled, that in
general 1t was patriotic, however inconfiftent with
the conflitution. They felt themfelves pleading
the caufc of humanity and natural juftice. This
would embolden honeft and worthy men to fpeak
trutli, however unwelcome to the court. In ge-
neral, 1t muft alfo be granted that they {poke with
caution and with refpe to the fovereign puwers ;
and they had frequently the pleafure of being the
means of mitigating the burdens of the people.
The Patliament of Pans, by this condué&, came
to be looked up to as a fort of mediator betwegn
the King and his {fubjects ; and as the avocats
#w this, tiey naturally rofe 1n their own eftima-
tion far above the rank in which the conftitution
of their government had placed them. For it
muft always be kept in mind, that the robe was
never confidered as' the drefs of a Noblgman,

although
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although the caffock was. An advocate was
merely not a rotourner ; and though we can hardly
conceive a profeflion more truly honourable than
the difpenfing of diftributive juftice, nor any fkill
more congenial to a rational mind than that of
the practical morality which we, in theory, con-
fider as the light by which they are always con-
ducted; and although even the artificial conftitu-
tion of France had long been obliged to bow to
the dictates of nature and humanity, and to con-
fer nobility, and even title, on fuch of the profef-
fors of the mumcipal law as had, by thewr fkilland
their honourable charaer, rifen to the firft offices
of their prafeffion, yet the Nobleflede la R.obe ne-
ver could incorparate with the Noblefle du Saug,
nor even with the Noblefle dc PEpée.  The de-
icendants of a Marquis de la Robe never could
rile to certaun diguties in the church and at court.
The avccats de parlement felt this, and {marted
pnder the exclufion from court-honours; and
though they eagerly courted fuch nobility as they
could attain, they {eldom omitted apy opportuntty
that occurred duiing their junior practice, of ex-
pofing the arrogance of the Nobleffe, and the
dominton of the court. This incicafed theil
popularity, and in the prcfent fituation of things,
bemng certain of fupport, they went beyond their
former cautious bounds, and introduced in themr
pleadings, and paiticularly n their joint remon-
{trances
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ftrances againft the regiftration of ediéts, all the -
wire-drawn morality, and cofmo-political jurif-
prudence, which they Lad fo often rehearfed in
the Lodges, and which had of late been openly
preached by the economifts and philofophers.

A fignal was given to the nation for engaging
 en maffe” in political difcuffion. The Nozables
were called upon to come and advife the King ;
and the points were laid before them, in which
his Majeéfty (infallible till now) acknowledged his
ignorance or his doubts. But who were the No-
tables ? Were they more knowing than the King,
or lefs in need of inftruction? The nation thought
otherwife ; nay, the court thought otherwife ; for,
in fome of the royal proclamations on this occa-
fion, men of letters were invited to affift with
their counfels, and to give what information their
reading and experience fhould fuggeft as to the
beft method of convoking the States General,
and of conducting their deliberations. When a
Minifter thus folicits advice from all the world
how to govern, he moft affuredly declares his
own incapacity, and tells the people that new
they muft govern themfelves. Tlus however was

“done, and the Minifter, Neckar, the Philofopher
and Philanthropift of Geneva, fet the example,
by fending in A5 opinion, to be laid on the coun.
cil-table with the reft. On this fignal, counfel
poured in from every garret, and the prefs

groaned
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groaned with advice in every thape. Ponderous
volumes were written for the Bifhop or the Duke ;
2 handfome 8vo for the Notable Officer of eigh-
teen ; pamphlets and fingle fhests for the loung-
ers in the Palass Royal. The fermentation was
aftonifhing ; but it was no more than fhould have
been expected from the moft cultivated, the moft
ingenious, and the leaft bathful nation on earth.
All wrote, and ail read. Not contented with
bringing forth all the fruits which the Hlumina-
tion of thefc bright days of reafon had raifed in
fuch abundance in the confervatories of the Pi-
lalethes, and which had been gathered from the
writings of Voltaire, Diderot, Rouffeau, Raynal,
&c. the patriotic counfellors of the Notabies had
ranfacked all the writings of former ages. They
difcovered THAT FRANCE HAD ALWAYS BEEN
FREE ' One would have thought that they had
travelled with Sir John Mandeville in that coun-
try where even the fpeeches of former times had
been frozen, and were now thawing apace under
the beams of the fun of Reafon. For many
of thefe effays were as incongruous and mal-
a-propos as the bioken fentences recorded by Mr.
Addifonin the Speftator. A gentleman who was
in Parisat this time, a perfon of great judgment,
and well informed in «very tling refpe&ing the
conftitution and prefent condition of his country,
affured me that this invitation, followed by the

memorial
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memorial of Mr. Neckar, operated ik an ele¢-
trical fhock. In the courfe of four or tive days,
the appearance of Paiis was com .etely changed,
Every where one faw crowds flaring at papers
pafted on the walls—~breaking into little partiese—
walking up and down the ftreetsin eager conver-
{ation—adjourning tocoffee-houfes—and the con=
verfation in all companics turned to politicsalone;
and in all thefe converfations, a vew vicabulary,
where every fecond word was Morality, Philan-
thropy, Toleration, Freedom, and Equalifation
of property. Even at th)s eatly penod perfons
were liftened to.without cenfure, or even {urprife,
who faid that it was nonfenfe to think of reform-
ing their government, and that it muft be com-
pletely changed.  In fhort, in the courfe of a
moath, a {pint of licentioufnefs and a rage for
innovation had completiy jxrvaded the minds
of the Panfians. The moft con{picuous proof of
this was the unexpected fate of the Parliament.
[t met earlier thar ufual, and to give greater eclat
toits patriotic ¢ .ts, and completely to fecure the
gratitude of the people, 1t lued an arret on the
prefent ftate of the nation, contain.ng a number
of rcfolutions on the different leading points of®
national liberty. A few months ago thefe would
have been joyfully recerved as the Magna Charta
of Freedom, and really contained all that a wife

people thould defire; but becaufe the Parligment
had
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had fome time before given it as their opinion as
the conftitutional counlel of the Crown, that the
States fhould be convoked on the principles of
their laft meeting in 1614, which preferved the
diftintions of rank, all their paft fervices were
forgotten—all their hard fiuggle with the former
adminiftration, and their unconquerable courage
and perfeverance, which ended only with their
downfal, all were forgotten; and thofe diftin-
guifthed members whofe zeal and {ufferings rank-
ed them with the moft renowned heroes and
martyrs of patrioti{m, were now regarded as the
contemptible tools of ‘Anftocracy, The Parlia-
ment now fet, in a fiery troubled fhy,—to rife
no more.

Of all the barrifters in the Parliament of Pars,
the moft con{picuous for the difplay of the en-
chanting doétrines of Laberty and Equality was
Mr. Duval, fon of an Avocat in the fame
court, and ennobled about this tune under the
name of Defpré{mefnil. He was member of a
Lodge of the Amis Reunss at Pans, called the
Contract Social, and of the Lodge of Chevaliers
Bienfaifants at Lyons. His reputation as a bar-
rifter had been prodigioufly encreafed-about this
time by his management of a caufe, where the
defcendant of the unfortunate General Lally,

- after having obtained the reftoration of thefamily-
henours, was {triving to get back fome of the
eftates,
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eftates. Mr. Lally Tollendahl had even trdined
himfelf to the profeffion, and pleaded his own
caufe with aftonifhing abilities, But Defpré(menil
had near conneions with the family which was
in pofleffion of the eftates, and oppofed him with
equal powers, and more addrefs. He was an
the fide which was moft agreeable to his fa
vourite topics of declamation, and. his pleadings
attracted .much notice Loth in Paris and in fome
of the provincial Parliaments. J mention thefe
things with fome intereft, becaufe this was the
beginning of that marked rivalthip between Lally
Tollendahl and .Defpréfmeﬁil, which made fuch
a figure in the journals of the National Aflem.
bly.: It ended fatally for both. Lally Tollen-
dahl was obliged to quit the Afembly, when he
faw it determined on the deftruction of the mo-
narchy and of all civil oreer, and at laft to emi.
grate from his country with the lofs of all his
property, and to {ubfift on the kindnes of Eng-
land. Delpréfmenil attained his meridian of pe-
pularity by his difcovery of the fecret plan of the
Court to eftablith the Cenr plenicre, and ever atr
ter this took the lead in all the ftrong meafurcs
of the Parliament of Paris, which was now over-
ftepping all bounds of moderation or propsiety,
in hopes of preferving its nfluence after it had
rendered itfelf impotent by an ungrarded firoke.
Defpré{menil was the firft martyr of that Fabepty

B R and
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and: Equality which it was now boldly preach-
ing, having voluntarily furrendered himfelf a
prifoner to the officer fent to demand him from
the Parliament. He was alfo a martyr to any
thing that remained of the very fhadow of
Liberty after the Revolution, being guillotined
by Robefpierre.

I have already mentioned the intrigues of
Count Mirabeau at the Court of Berlin, and his
feditious preface and notes on the anonymous
letters on the Rights of the Pruffian States. He
alfo, while at Berlin, publithed an Efa: fur /a
Sedle des Illumnés, one of the ftrangeft and moft
impudent performances that ever appeared. He
there defcribes a {ect exafting in German, called
the llluminatéd, and fays, that they are the moft
abfurd and grofs fanatics imaginable, waging war
with every appearance-of Reafon, and maintain-
ing the moft ndiculous fuperftitions. He gives
fome account of thefe, and of their ntuals, cere-
monies, &¢. as if he had feen them all. His
fett 15 a confufed mixture of Chriftian fuperfti-
tions, Rofycrucian nonfenfe, and every thing
that can raife contempt and hatred. But no {uch
Society ever exifted, and Mirabeau® confided in
his own powers of deception, in order to fcreen
from obfervation thofe who were knowh to be
Hluminati, and to hinder the rulers from dttend-
ing to their real machinations, by means of this

Ignis
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Tgnis fatuus of his own brain. He knew perfeétly
that the Illuminatiwere of a ftamp diametrically
oppofite: for he was illuminated by Mauvillon
long before.—He gained his point in fome mea-
fure, for Nicholai and others of the junto imime-
diately adopted the whim, and called them Oéfin-
ranten, and joined with Mirabeau in placing on
the hft of Ob/rus anten feveral perfons whom they
wifhed to make ridiculous.

Mirabeau was not more difcontented with the
Court of Berlin for the {mall regard it had tef-
tified for his eminent tajents, than he was with
his own Coutt, or rather with the minifter Ca-
fonne, who had fent him thither. Calonne had
been greatly diffatisfied with his condut at Ber-
lin, where his felf-conceit, and his private pro-
je&s, had made him aét in a way almoft coatrary
to the purpofes of his ‘miffion. Mirabeau was
therefore in a rage at the mihifler, and pub
lithed a pamphlet, in which his celebrated- me-
morial on the ftate of the nation, ahd the means
of relieving it, was treated with the utmofl fe-
verity of reproach; and in this conteft his mand
was wrought up to that violent pitch of oppofi-
tion which he ever after maintained. To be no-
ticed, and to lead, were his fole objefts—and
he féund that taking the fide of the difcontented
was the beft field for Lis eloquence and reftlefs
ambition.—Yet therc was no man that was more

BR2 devoted
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devoted to the principles of a court than Count

Mirabeau, provided he had.a fhare in the ad-

muniftration ; and he would have obtained it,

if any thing moderate would have fatisfied him

=-but he thought nothing worthy of him but a

place of active truft, and a high department.

For fuch offices all knew him to be totally unfit.

He wanted knowledge of great things, and

was learned only in the buftling detail of in-

strigue, and at any time would facrifice every
thing to have an opportunity of exercifing his
brilliant eloquence, and indulging his paffien for

-fatire aud reproach. The greateft obilacle to
‘his advancement was the abject worthiefliiefs of
his character. What we wfually call profiigacy,

,viz, debauchery, gaming, impicty, and every
kind of fenfuality, were not enough~he was def-

titute of decency in his vices—tricks which would

difgrace a thief¥atcher, were never boggled at

in order to fupply his expences.—For inftance—

His father and mother had a procefs of fepara-

tion—Mirabeau had juft been liberated from pri-

fon for a grofs mildemeanour, and was in want

of money—He went to his father, fided with

him in inveftives againft his mothet, and, for

100 guineas, wrote his father’s memorial for the

, court.—He then went (o his mother, and by a
fmilar condu&t got the fame fum from her,

~and both memarials were prefented. Dasink-

g
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ing was the only vice in which he did not i~
dulge—his exhaufted conftitution did not pes-
mit it. His brother the Vifcount, on the coh
trary, was apt to exceed in pollity. One day the
Count faid to him, “ How can you, Brother, fo
“ expofeyourfelf?’—What !’ fays the Viicount,
* how infatiable you are—Nature has given you.
“ every vice, and having left me only this one,
‘ you grudge it me.”—When the elections were
making for the States-General, he offered him-
felf a candidate in his own order at Aix—But he
was {o abhorred by the Nobleffe, that they nok
only rejected him, but evgn drove hum from theit
meetings. This affront fettled his meafures, and
he determined on their ruin. He went to the
Commons, difclaimed his being a gentleman, fat
up a little thop in the market-place of Aix, and
fold trifles—and now, fully refolved what line be
fhould purfue, he courted the Commons, by join-
ing in all their excefles againft the Noblefle, and
was at laft returned 2 member of the Affembly.

From this account of Marabeau we can cafily
forctel the ufe he would make of the Tllumina~
tion which he had received in Germany. ts
grand truths and juft morality fecm 1o have bad.
the fame cffe&ts on his mind as on that of Wei-
fhaupt or Bahrdt.

In the year 1786, Mirabeau, in conjunéion,

with the Duke de Lauzun and the Abbé Pengord,
BR 3 aftes-
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afterwaids Bifhop of Autun, (the man fo puffed
in the Nationa] Affemblies as the brighteft pattern
of humanity), reformed a Lodge of Philalcthes
in Paris, which met in the Jacobin College or
Convent. It was one of the Amis Reunis, which
had now rid itfelf of all the infignificant myfticifm
of the fe&. This was now become troublefome,
and took up the time which would be much bet-
ter employed by the Chevaliers du Soliel, and other
ftill more refined champions of reafor arid uni~
verfal citizenfhip. Mirabeau had imparted to it
fome of that Ilumination which had beamed upon
himwhen he wasin Berlin. In 1788 he and the
Abbé were Wardens of the Lodge.” They found
that they had not acquired all the dexterity of
management that he underftood was practifed by
his Brethren 1n Germany, for keeping up taeir
connection, and conduéting their correfpondence.
A letter was therefore fent from this Lodge, fign-
ed by thefe two gentlemen, to the Brethren in
Germany, requefting their affitance and inftruc-
tion. In the courfe of this year, and during the
fitting of the Notables, A DEPUTATION WaAS
sE¥ T from the German Illuminati to catch this
glorious opportunity of carrying their plan into
full execution with the greateft eclat,

Nothing can more convincingly demonftrate
the early intentions of a party, and this a great
party,in France to overturn the conftitution com-

pletely,
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pletely, and plant a democracy or oligarchy en
sts ruins.  The Illuminat: had no other obje&.
They accounted all Princes ufurpers and tyrants,
and all priyileged orders as their abettors. They
intended to eftablith a government of Morality,
as they calied t, ("Sitenregiment), where talents
and character (to be eftimated by their own fcale,
and by themiclves) fhould alone lead to prefer-,
ment. I'hey meant to abolith the laws which pro-

tected P operty accumulated by long continued
and fuccefsfur mduftry, and to prevent for the
tuture any fuch accumulation. They intended
to eftablifh univerfal Likerty and Equality, the
amprefcriptible Rights of Man, (at leaft they pre-
tended all this to thofe who were neither Magi
nor Regentes). And, as neceflary preparations for
all this, they intended to root out all religion and
ordinary morality, and even to break the bonds
of domeftic Jife, by deftroying the veneration for
marriage-vows, and by taking the education of
children out of the hands of the parents. T4is

was gl thar the llumunati conld teack, and THIS

was PRECISELY WHAT FRANCE =Has

DONE.

I cannot proceed in the narration without de-
filing the page with the detefted name of Orleans,
flained with every thing that can degrade or dif-
grace husnan nature.  He only wanted Illumina-
tion, to fhew him in a fyftem all the opinions, dif-

8BB4 pofitions,
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pofitions,and principles which filled hisown wicked
heart. 'This contemptible being was illuminated
by Mitabeau, and has fhown himfelf the moft
zealous difotple of the Order. In his oath of
allegiance he declares, * That the interefts and
“ the objett of the Order fhall be rated by him
“ above all other relations, and that he will ferve
¢ it with his honour, his fortune, and his blood.”
—He has kept bis word, and has facrificed them
alle~And he has been treated in the true {pirit of
the Order-—ufed as a mere tool, cheated and
nined.—For I muft nowadd, that the French bor-
rowed from the IHumipati a maxim, unheard of
in any other affociation of banditti, viz. that of
cheating each other. As the managers had the
Jole poffeflion of the higher myfteries, and led the
relt by principles which they held to be falfe, and
which they employed only for the purpofe of ‘-
curing the co-operation of the inferior Brethren,
{o Mirabeau, Sieyes, Pethion, and others, led the
Duke of Orleans at firft by his wicked ambition,
and theexpetation of obtaining that crownwhich
they intended to break in pieces, that they might
get'the ufe of his immenfe fortune, and of hisinflu-
“enceonthethonfands of his depending {ycophants,
who ate his bread and pandered to tus grofs appe-
tites.  Although we very foon find him alting as
an Diminarus, we cannot fuppofe him*o loft to
common fenfe as to contribute his fortune, and

rifk
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rifk his life, merely in order that the one (hould be
afterwards taken from him by law, and the other
put on alevel with that of his groomor his pimp.
He furcly hoped to obtain the crowh of his indo-
lent relation. And indeed Mirabeau {aid to Ber«
gafle, that ¢ when the project was mentioned to
¢ the Duke of Orleans, he received it with all
¢ poffible gracioufne(s,” (aver toute la grace ima-
ginable). During the contefts between the Court
and the-Parliament of Paris, he courted popula-
rity with an indecency and folly that nothing can
explain but a mad and fiery ambition, which
blinded his eyes to all canfequences. This is put
out of doubt by his bebaviour at Verfailles on the
dreadful sth and 6th of O&ober 1789. Thede-
pofitions at the Chatelet prove in the moft incon-
teftible manner, that during the horrors of thofe
two days he was repeatedly feen, and that when.
ever he was recognifed by the croud, he was huz-
gaed with Proe Orleans, Vive notre Roi Orleans, &c.
~—He then withdrew,and was {een 1n other places.
While all about the unfortunate Royal Family
were in the utmoft concern for their fate, he
was in g1y humour, chatting on indifferent fub-
jefts. His laft appearance 1n the evening of
the gth was, about nine o’clock, converfing in a
corner with men difguiicd 1n mean drefs, and fome
in womens clothes; among whom were Mirabeau,
Barnave, Duport, and other deputics- of the Re-

publican
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publican party—and thefe men were feen unme-
diately after, concealed among the lines of the
Regiment de Flandre, the corruption of which they
had that day eompleted, He was {een again next
morning converfing with the fame perfons in wo-
mens drefs. And when the infulted Sovcreigﬁ
vas dragged in triumph to Paris, Orleans was
again fecn, fkulking in a balcony behind his chil-
dren, to view the proceffion of devils and furies ;
anxioufly hoping all the while that fome difturb-
amce would arife in which the King might perith.
~1I fhould have added that he was feen in the
morning at the top of the ftairs, pointing the way
with his hand to the mob, where thiey fhould go,
while he went by another road to the King. In
fhort ke went about trembling like a coward, wait-
mg for the explafion which mught render 1t iate
for him to fhew himfelf, Mirabeau faid of him,
* The fellow carries a loaded piftol in his bofons,
“ but will never dare to pull the tngger.” He
was faved, notwithftanding his own folly, by being
joined in the accufation with Mirabeau,who could
not refcue himfelf without ftriving alfo for Or-
leasts, whom he defpifcd, while he made ufe of his
fortune.—In fhort, Orleans wasbut half lluminat-
ed at this time, and hoped to be King or Regent.
Yet he was deeply verfed in the preparatory
Jeflons of 1lluminati{in, and well convinced of its
fundamental truths, He was well affured of the
great
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great influence of the women in fociety, and he
employed this influence like a true difciple of
Weithaupt. Above three hundred nymphs from
the purlieus of the Palais Royal were provided
with ecus and Louis d’ors, by his grand procureur
the Abbé Sieyes, and were fent to meet and to
illurmnate the two battalions of the Regimen: dé
Flandre, who were coming to Verfailles for the
protection of the Roval Family. The privates of
one of thefe regiments came and informed their
officers of this attempt made on their loyalty.—
45,0001, livres were given them at St, Denys, to
make them difband them{ives—and the poor lads
were at firft dazzled by the name of a fum that
was not famuiliar to them—but when fome think-
1ng head among them told them that it only a-
mounted to two Louis d’ors a piece, they difclofed
the bribery. They were then offered 90,000,
but never faw it. (De.poﬁuons at the Chatelet,
N° 317.) Mademotfelle Therouane, the favoriia
of the day at the Palais Royal, was the moft altive
perfon of the armed mob from Paris, drefled eu
Amazonne, with all the clegance of the opera, and
turned many young heads that day which were
afterwards taken off by the guillotine. The Duke
of Orleans acknowledged, before his death, that he
bad expended above 50,0001 fterling in cotrupt-
ing the Gardes Frangoufes. The armed mob which
came from Paris to Verfailles on the sth of Octo-
ber,
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ber, importuning the King for bread, had their
pockets filled with crown-pieces; and Orleans
was feen on that day by two gentlemen, with a
bag of monef fo heavy that it was faftened to his
clothes with a ftrap, to hinder it from being op-
preffive, and to keep it in {uch a pofition that it
fhould be acceffible in an inftant. (See the De-
pofitions at the Chatelet, N°177.)

But fuch was the contempt into which his
grofs profligacy, his cowardice, and his niggardly
difpofition, had brought him with all parties, that,
if be had not been quite blinded by his wicked
ambition, and by his implacable refentment of
fome bitter taunts he had gotten from the King
and Queen, he muft have feen very early that he
was to be facrificed as foon as he had ferved the
purpofes of the faction. At prefent, his affiftance
was of the utmoft confequence. His immenfe
fortune, much above three millions fterling, was
almoft exhaufied during the three firft years of
the Revolution. But (what was of more confe+
quence} he had almoft unbounded authority
among the Free Mafons.

In this country we have no conception of thq
authority of a National Grand Mafter, When
Prince Ferdinand of RBrunfwick, by great exer-
tions among the jarring feéts in Germany, had
got him{dlf eleGted Grand Mafter of the St7ié2 Ob-
fervanz, it gave ferious alarm to the Emperor,

and
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and to all the Princes of Germany, and contri-
buted greatly to their connivance at the attempts
of the Jluminati to difcredit that party. In the
great cities of Germany, the inhabitants paid
more refpect to the Grand Mafler of the Ma-
fons than to their refpeftive Princes. The au-
thority of the D. of Orleans in France was ftill
greater, i confequence of his employing his for-
.tune tg fupport it. About eight years before the
Revolution he had (not without much intrigue
and many bribes and promifes) been elected
Grand Mafter of France, having under his di-
reftions all the Improvel Lodges. The whole
Affociation was called the Grand Orient de la
Frauce, and in 1785 contained 266 of thefe
Lodges; (fee Freymaurerifche Zeitung, Newwied
1787.) Thus he had the management of all thofe
Secret Societies; and the licentious and irreligi-
ous fentiments which were currently preached
there, were fure of his hearty concurrence. The
fame intrigue which procured bhim the fupremg
chair, muft have filled the Lodges with his de-
pendents and emiffaries, and thefe men could
not better earn their pay, than by doing their ut-
moft to propagate infidelity, immorality, and im-
purity of manners,

But fomething more was wanted : Dlﬁ‘zfpc&
for the hlghcr Orders of the State, and difloyalty
to the Sovercign.—It is nat fo ealy to canceive

1 ha
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how thefe fentiments, and particularly the lat-
ter, could meet with toleration and even encou-
ragement; in a nation noted for its profeffions of
veneration for its Monarch, and for the pride of
its Nobleffe. Yet I am certain that fuch doc-
trines were habitually preached in the Lodges of
Phlilalethes, and Amis Reunis de la Verité. That
they fhould be very current in Lodges of low-
born Literati, and other Brethren in inferior fr2
tions, 1s natural, and I have already fad enough
on this head. But the French Lodges contained
many gentlemen in cstfy, mn afflucnt circum-
ftances. I do not expeét fuch confidence in my
affertions, that cven in thefe the fame opinions
were very prevalent. I was therefore much
pleafed with a piece of information which T got
while thefe fheets were printing off, which cor-
roborates my affertions. °
This is a performance called La «gi/e retirée,
au le Secret de la Revolution expliqué par la Franc
Magonnerie. It was written by a Mr. Lefranc,
Prefident of the Seminary of the Eudiffs at Caen
in Normandy, and a fecond edition was publifhed
at Paris in 1792. The author was bhutchered
in the maffacre ‘of September. He fays, that on
the death of a friend, who had been a very zea-
lous Mafen, and many years Mafter of a refpeét-
able Lodge, he found among his papers a collec-
tion of Mafonic writings, containing the rituals,
catechifms,
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catechifms, and fymbols of every kind, belong-
ing to a long train of degrees of Free Mafonry,
together with many difcourfes detivered in differ-
ent Lodges, and minutes of their proceedings.
The perufal filled him with aftonithment and
anxiety. Forhefound that doétrines were taught,
and maxims of condu& were inculcated, which
were {nbverfive of religion and of all good orderin
<he feate; and which not onk countenanced dif-
loyalty and fedition, but even invited to it. He
thought them fo dangerous to the ftate, that he
fent an account of them to the Archbifhop of
Paris long before the Revolution, and always
hoped that that Reverend Prelate would reprefent
the matter to his Majefty’s Minifters, and that
they would put an end to the meetings of this
dangerous Society, or would at leaft reftrain
them from fuch excefles. But he was difap-
pointed, and therefore thought it his duty to lay
them before the public *

Mr.

* This remiflnefs of thofe about the throne is wond‘crful.
Barruel fays, that a Nobleman, who had been difgufted with
what he faw in the Lodges, reported it to the Miniter, faying
that this was his duty, though it might probably lodge him in
the Baftille. The Minifter mrned on his heel, and faid with
4 fmile “ B¢ eafy==you fhall not go to the Baftille~=nor will
 the Free Mafons difturb the ftate.”” —— It appears, howev.r,
that the too confiaent Monarch had been nformed of thofe

dangerqus
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Mr. Lefranc fays exprefsly, that this thocking
perverfion of Free Mafonry to feditious purpofes
was, in a great meafure, but a late thing, and was
chiefly brought about by the agents of the Grand
Mafter, the Duke of Orleans. He was, how-
ever, of opinion that the whole Mafonic Frater-
nity was hoftile to Chniftianity and to good mo-
rals, and that it was the contrivance of the
great {chifiatic Fauftus Socinus, who, beirg ter-
rified by the fate of Servetus at Geneva, fell on
this method of promulgating his doétrines among
the great in fecret. ‘This opinionis but 1l fup-
ported, and is incompatible with many citcum-
ftances in Free Mafonry—But it 15 out of our
way at prefent. Mr. Lefranc then takes paris
cular notice of the many degrecs of Chivalry
cultivated in the Lodges, and fhows how, by
artful changes in the fucceffive explanations of
the fame fymbols, the dotrines of Chriftianity,
and of all revealed Religion, are completely ex-
pioded, and the Philofophe Inconnu becomes at
laft a profeflfed Atheift.—He then takes notice

dangerous proceedings.—But he did not know the change
x hich bad been produced in the minds of his fubgéts 6il his
ctura from Varennes. Then be faid to a perfon in his comr
idence “ How came I not to believe all this—I was ig-
* formed of it all cleven years ago {1781) why did nat I be-
% Lieve at

of
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of the political do¢trines which are 1n like man-
iter gradually unfolded, by which < patriotifm
< and loyalty to the Punce are declared to be
¢ parrow principles, mconfiflent with univerfal
¢ benevolence, and with the native and impre-
< {c1 1pt1blc rights of man, avil {fubordination 1s
* altual oppreflion, and Princes arc ex offcio
* ufurpers and tyrants.” Thefe principles he
frurhe-deduces from tite Catechifms of the Chs-
valier dn Soleil, and of the Phifsfuphe fnconnu.
He then proceeds to notice more particularly the
itrigues of the Duke of Oilkans  I'iom thefe
it appears esident that his ambitious views and
hopes had been of long {tanding, and that 1t was
entirely by lus fupport and encouragement that
feditious dotrines were pernutted in the Lodges.
Many noblemen and gentlemen were difgufled
and left thele Lodges, and advantage was taked
of their abfence to mprove the Lodges thll more,
that is, to make than ftill more anarchical and
fcditious.  NWumbers of paltry fcnibblers who
Kaunted the Palace Royal, were admitted into the
Lodges, and there vented their poifonous doc-
trines.  The Duke turned his chief attention to
the French guards, introducing tany of the pri-
vates and inferior officers into the obfcure and even
the moze refpectable Ludges, fo that the officers
were frequently difgufted in the Lodges by the
infolent behaviour of their own foldiets, under

c¢ the
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the matk of Mafonic Brotherhood and Equality
—and this behaviour became not unfrequent
even out of doors. He aflerts with great con-
fidence that the troops were much corrupted by
thefe intrigues—and that when they {ometimcs
decl'ared, on fervice, that they would not fire ox
their Brethren, the phrafe had a paiticular refer-
ence to their Mafonic Fraternity, becaule they re-
cognifed many of their Brother Mafons i cvary
crowd.—And the corruption was by no means
confined to Paris and 1ts neiglibourhood, but ex-
tended to cvery place in the ingdem where there
was & Muniupality and 2 Mafon Lodge.

M. Lefianc then turns our attention to many
peculianitics 1n the Revolution, which have a re-
femblance to the practices in Free Mafonry. Not
only was the arch rebel the Duke of Orleans the
Grand Maiter, but the chief actors in the Revolu-
tion, Mirabeau, Condorcet, Rochefoucault, and
others, were diflinguithed office-bearers in - the
grea' Lodgzee.  He fays that the diftribution of
France into depattments, diflriéts, cireles, cantons,
&c. is perfectly finular, with the fame denomina-
tions, to a difiibution which he had remarked in
the correfpondence of the Grand Orient *.—-The

* 1 cannot help obletving, that it is perfe@ly fimilar to
the arrangentent and denoiminations which appear in the
fecret cutrefpondence of the Bavarian Illuminati.

Prefident’s
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Prefident’s hat in the National Affembly is copied
from that of a 7)es Penerable Grand Maitre,.—
The fcarf of a muanicipal Officer 15 the fame with
that of a Brother Apprentice.— YWhen the Affen-
bly celebrated the Revolution in the Cathedral,
they accepted of the higheft honours of Mafbnry
by paffing under the Arch of Stecf, formed by the
drawn {words of two ranks of Brethren.—Al{o
:t ie-worthy of remark, that the National Affem-
bly protected the meetings of Free Mafons, while
it peremptotily prohubited esciy other private
meeting. The oblightion of laying afide all ftars,
ribbands, croffes, and other honourable diftine-
tions under the pretext of Fraternal Equality, was
not merely a prelude, but was inteuded as a pre-
paration for the dcftruction of all civil diftin&ions,
which took place almoft at the beginning of the
Revolution,—-aud lhe firfii protofal of a firvender,
fays Mr Lefranc, wcus malde by a cealous Mafon.—
He farther obferves, that the hoirible and fan-
guinary caths, the daggers, death-heads, erofs-
bones. the imaginary combats with the murderers
of Hiram, acd many other gloomy ceremonies,
have a natural tendency to harden the heart, to
remove 1ts natural difguft at deeds of horror, ahd
have paved the way for thofe fhocking barbarities
which have made the name of Frenchman ab-
horred over all Europe. Thefe deeds wére in-
deed perpetrated by a mob of fanatics but the

ccz principles
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principles were promulgated and foftered by per-
fons who ftyle themfelves philofophc ss.

I fee more evidence of thefe important facts irx
another book juft publithed by an emigrant gen-
tleman (Mr. Latocnaye). He confirms my re-
peated aflertions, that all the irreligious and fedr
tious doctrines were the fubjects of perpetual
harangues in the Mafon Lodges, and that all
the principles of the Revolution, by which the
public mind was as it were fet on fire, weie no-
thing but enthufiathc amplifications of the com-
mon-place cant of Irec Mafony, and arof:
naturally out of it. HE even thinks < that rhr
“ muft of neceffiry be the cafe 1 every country
* where the minds of the lower daffes of the
“ State are n any way confiderably fietted
« or uritated ; 1t 1s almoft impoflible to avoid
“ bemg drawn into this vortex, whenever a

-

¢ difcontented mind enters mto a Mafon lodge
¢ The ftale ftory of brotherly love, which ar

* another time would only Jull the hearer afleep,
“ now mahes him piich up his ears, and hiten

3

¢ with avidity to the nlly tale, and he cannot

-

K
“ hinder fretting  thoughts fram  continually

~

¢ rankhing 1 his mind.”

Mr. Latocnaye fays exprefsly, ¢ That notwith-
« ftanding the general contempt of the public for
¢ the Duke of Orleans, his authority as Grand
« Mafter of the Mafons gave hum the greateft
<« opportunity
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* opportuntty that a feditious mind could defire
* for helping-forwa-d the Revolution. He had
“ ready to his hand a conneted fyftem of hid-
* den Societics, prote€led by the State, habitu-
‘“ ated to fecrecy and artiticey and already tinged
“ with the very enthufiatm which he withed to
“anfpire.  In thefe he formed political commit-
*“ fees, into which only his agents were admit-
“ ted.- He filled the Lodges with the French
* guards, whom I corrupted with money and
* hopes of preferment, and by means of the
* Abbé Sicyes, and other ermiffanies, they were
* harangued with all thé fophiftical declammation
¢ or cant of Mafonry.”

Mr Latocnaye fays,that all this was peculiar to
the Lodges of the Grand Orient; but that there
were many (not very manvy, 1if we judge by the
Neuwied almanac, which reckons only 28¢ 1n all
France 1n 1784, of which 266 were of the Grand
Orient) Lodges who continued on the old plan
of amufing themtelves with a little folemn tnﬁing."
He coinades with Mr. Lefranc 1n the opinton
that the awtul and gloomy rituals of Mafonry,
and particularly the fevere tnals of confidence
and fubmufion, muft have a great tendency to
harden the heart, and fit a man for atrocious
afions. No one can dcubt of this who reads
the following infltancc :

¢ A candidate for reception into one of the
4 higheft Orders, after having heard many’threat-

cc3  enings
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“ enings denounced agawnft all who fhould
“ betray the Secrets of the Order, was con-
% duCted to a place where he faw tne dead be-
 dies of feveral who were faid to have fuffercd
« for their treachery. He then {aw his own
“ brother tied hand and foot, jegging his
“ mercy and interceflion. He was informed
¢ that this perfon was about to fuffer the pu-
“ nithment due to this offence, and that it was
“ referved for him (the candidate) to be the in-
¢ firument of this juft vengeance, and that this
“ gave him an opportunity of manfefting that
“ he was completely devoted to the Order. It
“ belng obferved that his countenance gave figns
“ of inward horror, (the perfon in bonds 1a-
¢ ploring his mercy all the while) he was told,
“ that 1n order to {pare lis feelings, a banda-c
“ fhould be put over his eycs. A dagger was
¢ then put 1nto his right hand, and being hood-
“ winked, his left hand was laid on the palpitat-
“ ing heart of the criminal, and he was then or-
¢ dered to ftrike. He inftantly obeyed; and
«* when the bandage was taken from his eyes, he
“ faw that it was a lamb that he had {abbed.
¢ Surely fuch trials and fuch wanton crueiry are
“ fit only for training confpirators.”

Mr. Latocnaye adds, that “ when he had been,
¢ initiated, an old gentleman atked him what
« he thought of the whole ?” He anfweied, “ A

¢ great
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‘ great deal of noife, and much nonfenfe.”
¢ Norfenfe,” faid the other, * don’t judge fo
« rafhly, young man; I have worked thefe twenty-
“ five years, and the fartier I advanced, it in-
“ terefted me the more; but I ftopped fhort, and
‘“ nothing fhall prevail on me to advance a ftep
“ farther.” In another converfation the gentlg-
man faid, « I imagine that my floppage was ow-
*“ ing to my refufal about nine years ago, to liften
“ to fome perfons who mude to me, out of the
¢ Lodge, propofals which were fedstious and hor-
‘ nbley for ever fince that time I have remarked‘,
¢ that my higher Brethroh treat me with a much
«¢ greater referve than they had done before ;
¢ and that, under the pretext of further inftruc-
¢ tion, they have laboured to confute the no-
¢ tions which I had already acquired, by giving
“ fome of the moft delicate {ubjeéts a different
¢ turn. I faw that they wanted to temove fome
< {ufpicions which I was beginming to form con-
*¢ cerning the ultimate {cope of the whole.”

I imagine that thele obfervations will leave no
doubt in the mind of the reader with refpeét to
the influence of the fecret Fiaternity of Free Ma-
fonry in the French Revolution, and that he will
allow it to be highly probable that the infamous
Duke of Orleans had, fim the beginning, enter-
tained hopes of mounting the throne of France.

cc4 It

-

-

-

-

*
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It 1s no: my pravince to prove or difprove this
point, only 1 think it no lefs evident, from many
circumflances in the tranfa&ions of thofe tumul-
tuous days, that the aclive laders Lad quite dif-
ferent views, and werc impelled by fanatical no-
tions of democratic feheity, or, more probably,
by their own ambition to be the movers of this
vaft machine, to overturn the ancient government,
and-erett a republic, of which they hoped to be
. the managers *.  Muabeau had learned when in
Germany that the principles of anarchy had been
well digefled mto 2 fyften, and therefore withed
for fome 1nftiuction as to the {ubordinate detail
of the bufinefs, and for this purpofe requefled a
deputation from the fluminats.

* The depofinions at the Chatelet, which I have already
guoted, give repeated and unequivocal proofs, that he, with
a confiderable number of the deputies of the National Af-
fembly, had formed this plot before the sth of O&ober 1789,
That tral was conduéted 1 a ftrange manner, partly out of
refpet for the Royal Family, which fhll had fome hearts
affectionately attached to 1, and to the menarchy, and
partly by reafon of the fears of the members of this court.
There was now no fafety for any perfon who differed fromn
the ofpimon of the frantic populace of Pauis. The cluet
points of accufation were written jn a fchedule which 15 not
publifhed, and the witnefles weie ordeted to depofe on thefe
in one general Yes or No; fo that it is only the leaft im-
portant part of the evidence that has been printed. {am
well wnformed that the whole of it is carefully preferved, and
will one day appear.

In
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In fuch a caufe as this, we may be certain
that no ordinary perfon would be fent. One of
the deputies was Amelius, the next perfon in the

-order to Spartacus and Fhulo. His worldly
name was Johann. J. C. Bode, at Weimar, privy-
counfellor to the Prince of Hefle- Darmftadt.
(See Fragmente der Bugraphie des wverflorbenes
Freyherr Bode n Wemar, mit zuvelaffigen Ur-
kunder, 8vo. Rwsm. 1795, See allo Endjiche
Stuckfall der  Freymaurercy, 1794 ; allo Wiener
Zestfhrift fur 1793)—This perfon has played a
principal part in the whole fcheme of IHumina-
tion. He was a perfon of confiderable and
fhowy talents as a writer, He had great talents
for converfation, and had kept good company.
With refpedt to his myflical chaiater, his ex-
perience was great.  He was one of the Templar
Mafons, and among them was Eques a Lilig
Convallmm. He had {peculated inuch about the
onigin and hiftory of Malfonry, and when at the
Willemf{bad convention, was converted to Illu-
munatifim.  He was the great infhigator of Niao-
hai, Gedicke, and Biefter, to the hunt atter Je-
fyrts which fo much occupied them, an. iligs
gefted to Nicholai his journey through Germany,
Leuchtfenring, whom I mentioned before, was
only the letter-carrier Lotween Bode and thefg
three authors. He was juft fuch a man as Wei-
fhaupt withed for; his head filled with Maforic

fane: « m,
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fanaticiim, attachug infimite 1mportance to the
frivolities ot Matonry, and engaged 1n an enthu-
fiaftic and fruitlefs refearch altar 1t origin aand
hiftory. Ide had colle¢tdd, howcver, fuch a
number of aiwchives (as they weie called) of
Free Mafomy, that he fold hus manulcipt to the
Puke of Saxe Gotha, (1sto whoic tcrvice Wer-
fhaupt engaged himielf when Le was driven from
Bavaria), for 1500 dablers, Tlis little anec-
dote {hows the Ingh muportance aitributed to
thofe matters by perfons of whom we fhould ex-
pect better things.  Bode was alfo a moft deter-
mined and violent matevialift. Befides all thefe
qualities, {0 acceptable to the Illuminati, he was
a difcontented Templar Mafon, having been re-
peatedly difappointed of the preferment which he
thought himfelf eatitled to. When he learned
that the firlt operations of the Iluminaty were to
be the obtaining the fole dire¢tion of the Mafon
Lodges, and of the whole I'ratermty, his hopes
revived of nifing to fome of the Commanderies,
which his enthufiafm, or rather fanaticifim, had
made lum hope to fec one day reganed by the
Order .—but when he found that the next and
{avourite objeét was to root out the S#:7 Ob-
Jervans: altogether, he ftarted back. But Phila
faw that the underftanding ({hall we call 1t ?) that
can be dazzled with one whim, may be dazzled
vath another, and he now attached him to IHus

minatidm,
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minatifm, by a magnificent difplay of a world
ruled by the Order, and condu&ed to happinefs
by means of Liberty and Equality, . This did
the bufinefs, as we {ee by the private correfpond.
ence, where Philo informs Spartacus of his firft
difficulties with Amclius. Amelius was gained
over in Auguft 1782, and we fee by the {ame cor-
refpondence, that the greateft affairs were foon
enttufted to hun—he was generally employed to
deal with the great. When a Graf or a Baron
was to be wheedled into the Ordcr, Amelius
was the agent.—He was alfo the chief opcrator
in all their coptefts withthe Jefuits and the Ro-
fycrucians. [t was alfo Bode that procured the
important acceflion of Nicholai to the Order.
This he brought about through Leuchtienring;
and laftly, his numerous conneftions among the
Free Mafons, together with Knigee’s influence
among them, cnabled the Ilummat te worm
themfelves into every Lodge, and at laft gave
them almoft the entire command of the Fraternity.

Such was the firft of the deputics to France,
The other was a Mr. Buflche, called 1n the Or-
der Bayard; therefore prebably a man of re-
fpeftable *character; for moft of Spartacus’s
names were fignificaut like his own. He was a
military man, Lieutenant-Colonel in the fervice of
Hefle-Darmftadt. This manalfowasa difcontented
Templar Mafon, and his name in that Frateruity

had
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had been Egques a Fontibus Erem:.  He was illu-
minated by Kmgge. He had alio been unfuc-
cefsful both at court and in the {ick], 1n both ot
which ftuations he had been attempting to make
a diftinguifhed figurc.  He, as well as Bode,
were immetfud o debts.  They we.re therefore
juft in the proper temper for Cofno-political
enterprife.

They went to Paric 1n the cud of 1788, while
the Notables weic fitting, and all Paris was giv-
ing advice.  The alarm that was raifed about
Animal Magneti{im, which was 1ndeed making
much noife at that time, and particularly 10 Pa-
ris, was affigned by them as the great motive of
the journey. Bode alfo {aid that he was anxa-
ous to lcarn what were the corrections made
on the fyftem of the Chevaliers Bienfarfant..
They had taken that name at fuft, to fcreen
themfelves from the charges agamnft them under
the name of Templars. They bhad corrected
fomething in ther {yftem when they took the
namc Phialethes.  And now when the Schiims
of the Plilalethes were healed, and the Brethren
again united under the name of Amss Rewms, hic
fufpe@ed that Jefuits had inteifered; and becaule
he had heard that the prinaples of the Amus
Reunts were very noble, he withed to be more
certain that they were purged of every thing
Jefurtical.

Ths
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The deputies accordingly arrnived at Paris, and
immediately obtained admuifion into thefe two
Fraternities *.  Thev tound both of them in the
ripeft ftate for Hlumimation, having fhaken off all
the cabaliftical, chemical, and myftical whuns
that had formerly diftuibed them, and would
now take up too much of thair time. They were
now cultivating sith great zcal the philofophico-
political doctrines of wanerfal citizenfhip  Fheir
leadcrs, to the number of twenstv, are mentioned
by nime 1 the Berlin Monat{chnft for 1783, and
4among them are fCV(I.ﬂ' ot the firft actors in
the French Revolution.  But this s notlung di-
inétive, becaufe purfons of all opinions were
Malons.

# Ty prevent unterruptions, [ may mft mention here
the authorues for this Jjowney and co-vperation of he 1we
deputier.

1. Em wwvichtiger Aufiblufs e e omih wwoomy Sokonnts
Veranlaffung der F anzifthen Revolutiony 1 the Vienna Zeit-
fchnft for 1793, p. 145.

2. Endiiche Shicktall des Freymaw er-Ohrdens, 1594, P 19,

3. Neuefle A beitung des Spartacus und Philo, Munich, 1793%.
p- 151—154.

4. Hyftorsfihe Nachyichien $ber dre Franc Revolution 1933,
.8 Gurtanne) *var loc

§. Revolutions Almanach fir 1;92=—4, Gotiingen, var. loc.

6 Beyhrage mur Biographie des werflubenes Firy-Her w,
Bode, 1994 ’

7. Magazin des Lucratw e Kmfi, for 1792, 3, 4
&c. &c.

The
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The Amis Reums were hittle behind the Illus«
minati in every thing that was irreligious and
anarchical, and had no inchination f({ any of the
formalities of ritual, &c. They were already
fit for the higher myflenies, and on'y wanted to
learn the methods of bufinefs which had fucceed-
ed fo well in fpreading the'r doctrines and maxims
over Germany. Befides, therr dodtrines had
not been digefled into a fyftem, nor had the art-
ful methods of leading on the pupis from bad to
worfe been practfed.  For lutherto, eacl. indi-
vidual had vented in tae Lodges his ewn opi-
nions, to unburden lis own mind, and the Bre-
thren liftened for inftru@ion and mutual encou-
ragement.  Ther:fore, when Spartacus’s plan
was communicated to them, they faw at oncete
importance, in all 1ts branches, {uch as the ufe
of the Mafon Lodges, to fith for Minervals—the
rituals and ranks ro entice the voung, and to
Icad them by degrees to opintons and meafures
which, at firft fight, would have {hocked them.
The firm hold which is gotten of the pupils, and
indped of all the inferior claflcs, by therr reports
in the courfe of their pretended training in the
knowledge of themfelves and of other men—and,
abovcall, the provincial arrangement of the Order,
and the clever {ubordinationandentire dependence
on a {clet band or Pandzmonium at Paiis, which
fhould infpire and dire the whole.~—I think,

(although
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(although I bave not exprefs affertions of the
tadl,) from the tubfequent condult of the French
revolters, that even at tlius early period, there
were many in thofe {oaicties v ho were ready to
eo eveiy length propofed to them by the -
munaty, tuch as the abolison of 1oyalty, and of
Ul pusaleged orders, s tyrats by nature, the
onninlation and robbery ot the prcfthood, the
voting out of Churft-anuty, and the introduction
ot Athaum, or a phidofopiocal chimera which
ihey wae to call Rehgron avhiabeau had often
tpohen «f the Jaft branch ot the Hluminated prin-
uples, and the, converlatdos held at Verfailles
dunng the awful pautes of the sth of Oélober,
swhich aic to be feen in the evidence before the
Chatelet 1w the Orleans procels,) can hardly
be fuppoted to be the fancics of an accidental
mob.

Mirabeau was, as I have {aid, at the head of
this democratic party, and had repeatedly faid,
that the only ufe of a King was to ferve as a
pageant, i order to give weight to public mea-
fures in the opinion of the populace.—And Mr.
Latocnaye fays, that this party was very nume-
tous, and that immediately after the mprudent
or madlike invitation of every fcribbler in a gar-
ret to give his advice, the party did not {cruple
to {peak their fentiments 1n public, and that they
were encouraged 1 thewr encomiums on the ad-

w vantages
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vantages of a virtuous repunlican government
by Mr. Necker, who had a moft extravagant and
childith predtle(’:‘trén for the conflitution of Ge-
nevd, the place of his nativity, and was alfo
much tinged with the Cofmo-political philofophy
of the times. The King’s brothers, and the
Princes of the blood, pretented a memorial to
his Majefty, which concluded by faying, that
“ the effervefcence of the public opmions had
¢ come to fuch a beight that the moft dangerous
¢ principles, imported from foreign parts, werg
“ avowed 1n print with perfcét mpanmty— that
“his Maefty had unwanly encouraged every
¢ fanatic to difate to him, and to furead his
“ potfonous fentiments, 1n which the rghts of
“the thron: were not only difrdjected, but
“ were even difputed—that the nights of the
* higher claffes 1n the ftate ran a great nfk of
“ being {pecchly {uppieflfed, and that nothing
¢ would hinder the facrcd night of property from
“ being ere loag invaded, and the uncqual dif-
« tuibution of wezlth from being theught a pro-
“ger fuby @ of reform.”

When fuch was the ftate of things in Pais, it
1s plain that the bufinefs of the German deputies
would be cafily tranfatted. Fhey were received
with open arms by the Phdalethes, the Amis de
la 77.ritd, the Social Contraét, &c. and in the
courfg of a very few weeks in the end of 1788,

and
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and the beginning of 1789, (that 15, befors the
end of March,) the whole of the Grand Orient,
including the Philalethes, Amis Reunss, Martinif-
tes, &c. had the fecrets of lilumination communi-
cated to them. The operation naturally began
with the Great National Lodge of Paris, and thofe
in immediate dependence on it. It would alfo
feem, from many circumftances that occuired to
my obfervation, that the Lodges in Alface and
Lorraine were i1lluminated «t this time, and not
long before, as I had imagined. Strafburg I know
had been illuminated long ago, while Philo was
ia the Order, A cifcunftance firikes me lLeie
as of fome moment. The {e&s of Pislalethes and.
Amzs Renms were tefinements engrafted on the
fyftem of the Chevaliers Bienfu 1 ats at Lyons.
Such refinements never fail to e confidered
as a fort of herefy, and the profeflors will be be-
held with a jealous and unfriendly cyc by fome,
who will pride themfelves on adhering<o the old
taith.  And the gieater the {uccefs ?;the herefy,
the greater will be the animofity between the
patties.—-May not this belp to explain the m}l.tual
hatred of th= Parnifians and the Lyonrots, which
produced. the moft dreadful atrocities ever per-
petrated on the face of the earth, and made
a fhambles and a defcrt of the fineft city of
France?

DD The
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The firft proceeding by the advice of the de-
puties was the formation of a Polnical Committee
1n every Lodge. This committee correfponded
with the diftant Lodges, and 1n it were difcuffed
and fettled all the polinical principles which were
to be mnculcated on the members. The author
of the Neucfle Arbeitung {ays exprefsly, that < he
¢ was thoroughly mftructed in this, that it was
“ given in charge to thefe comnuttees to frame

« general rules, and to carry througl the great
111

-

plan (grand wuvre) of a general overturning
“ of religion and goverrment.” The principal
leaders of the fubfequent Revolution were mem-
bers of thefe committees. Here were the plans
laid, and they were tranfnutted through the king-
dom by the Correfponding Commuttees.

Thus were the ftupid Bavarians (as the French
were once pleafed to call them) their inftruors
in the art of overturning the world.  The French
were indeed the firft who put it in practice. Thefe
commiittces arofe from the Illurunati in Bavaria,
who had by no means given ¢\ er working, and
thefe committecs produced t'h. Jaccbin club. It
is not a frivolous remark, th it the Mafonic phrafe
of the perfons who wifh to o ! Irefs the Brethren,
«“ (F.S§. je demande la parc.>. which the F. S. re-
¢« portsto the V. G. M. 214 wlich he annovnces
“ to the Brethren thus, ¢ Mes ficres, frere tel
< demande
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 demande la parole, la parole lur efl accordée,”’)

1s exactly copied by the Jacobin Club. Thereis”
furely no natural connettion between Free Ma-

fonry and Jacobinim—but we fee the link—Illy-

aminatifm.—

The office-bearers of one of the Lodges of Phi-
lalethes in Pans were Martin, Willermooz, (who
Liad been deputy from the Clevaliers Bicnfasfants
to the Willemibad Convention,) Clappe, Miuer,
de la Hewrwore, and Savatier de I’ Ange*.  Inan-
other(the Cuntraél Socal) the Pohtical Committee:
confifted of La Fayetre, Cougdorcet, Pethion, d'Or-
leans, ALbé Raitholisy & .gusblon, Baillv, Marq. dz
la Salley Defpeefmenil.  Tins particular Lodge had
been founded and conduéied by one D¢ Leutie,
an adventurer and cheat of the fufl magnitude,
who fometunes made a fgure, and at other times
was without a fhilling. At tlus very time he was
a {py attached to the ofiice of the police of Pa-

* Minct was (I thiek) at this tune o player.  He was fon
of a furgeon at Nantes—robbed his father and fled-—enkifted
m Holluind=——aeferted and became fimuzgler==was taken and
buint in the hand—became player, and marred an altrefs—
then beca ne pricl—and was made B.thop of Nantes bwCou-
ftard in difeharge of a debt of gool. DMMr. Latocnaye often
faw Conftard knecl to him for benediétion. It cannot be {up-
pofed that he was mucn venerited in s pontificals 1n his na-
tive city —It fuems Mnet, Miner, s the call of the children
to a kitten—This was prohibred at Nantes, and any per-
fons w hipped for the freedom ufed with his name.

DD 2 na.
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ris*.  The Duke of Orleans was Warden of the
Lodge. The Abbé Sieyes was a Brother Orator,
but not of this Lodge, nor (I thihk) of the former
It was probably of the one conducted by Mirabeau
and the Abbé Perigord. But it appears from the
piece from which I am at prefent borrowing, that
Sicyes was prefent in the meetings of both Lodges,
probably as vifiting Brother, employed in bring-
ing them to common meafures. I muft obferve,
that the fubfequent condué of fome of thefe men
does not juftaccord with my conjeture, that the
principles of the Hlwminati were adopted i therr
full extent. But we know that all the Bavarian
Brethren were not equally illuminated, and it
would be only copying their teachers if the clever-
cft of thefe their fcholars thould hold a fancim
JanTorum among themlielves, without inviting all
to the conference. Obfetve too that the chief
leflon which they were now taking from the Ger-
mans was the method of doing bufinefs, of manag-

* Tam told that he now (or very lately) keeps the beft
company, and lives i elegance and affluence in London.

Augur, [ k enobates, medicus, magus, omma nout
Groacrlus furiens, n calum jufferes, 1bitt.

dngemsum velox audacia perdita, formo

Pramptm. — Juveaal,

+ All triences a hungry Frenchmin knows,
Aud bd hun go to hell=to hell he goes.
Fobufor’s Tranflation.

ng
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ing their correfpondence, and of procuring and
traimng pupils. A Frenchman does not think
that he needs inflruction in any thing like prin-
ciple or fcience.  He 1s ready on all occafions to
be the nftructor.

Thus were the Lodges of France converted in
avery thort time into a fet of fecret affiliated fo-
cieties, correfponding with the mother Lodges of
Paris, receiving from thence their principles and
inftru¢tions, and ready to nife up at once when
called upon, to carry on the great work of over-
turning the ftate. .

Hence 1t Las arifen tlat the Fiench aimed, in
the very beginning, at overturmag the whole
world.  In all the revolutions of other countries,
the fchemes and plots have extended no farther
than the nation where they took theirrife.  But
here we have feen that they take in the whole
world. They have repeatedly declared this in their
manifeftos, and they have declared it by thetr con-
duét. This is the very aim of the Illuminati.—
Hence too may be explained how the revolution
tooh place almoft 1n a moment in every part of
France. The revolutionary focieties were early
formed, and were working in fecret before the
opening of the National Affembly, and the whole
nation changed, and charged again, and again, as
if by beat of drum. Thofe duly initiated in this
myftery of iniquity were ready cvery where at a

PD 3 call.
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call.  And we fec Weithaupt’s with sccomplithed
in an unexpeéted degree, and the delates ina club
giving laws tofolemn affemblies of the nation, and
all France bending the neck to the city of Pars,
The members of the club are Illuminati, and {o
are a great part of their correfpondents.—Each
operates 1n the ftate as a Munerval would do 1n the
Order, and the whole goes on with fyftematic re-
gularity. The famous Jacobin Club was juft one
of thofe Lodges, as has been already obferved ;
and as, among individuals, one commoniy takes
the lead, and contrives for the reft, o1t has hap-
pened on the prelent occafion, that this Lodge,
fupported by Orleans and Mirabeau, was the one
that ftepped forth and fhewed itfelf to the world,
znd thus became the oracle of the party 3 and all
the reft only echoed 1ts difcourfes, and at laft al-
lowed 1t to give law to the whole, and even to
rule the kingdom. It 1s to be remarked too that
the foanders of the club at Mentz were Illumi-
natl, (Re/ig. Regebenh. 1793. p. 448.) before the
Revolution,and correfponded withanother Lodge
at Stiafburg ; and thefe two preduced mighty
effets during the year 1790. In a performance
callod M emoires Pofthumes de Cuftine it 1s 1aid that
when that General was banding tos courle to Hol-
land, the Illumnat at Strafburg, Worms, and Spire
immediately formed clubs, and invited him into
that quarte, and, by going to Mentz and en-

couraging
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couraging their Brethren in that city, they raifed
a party againft the garrifon, and aftually deli-
vered up the plare to the French army.

A little book, juft now printed with the title
Paragraphen, {ays, that Zimmerman, of whom I
have fpoken more than once, went to France to
preach liberty. He was employed as 2 mif-
fionary of Revolution in Alface, where he had
formerly been a moft {uccel:{ul muiffionary of Illu-~
miratifim.  Of lus former proceedings the follow-
ing i1s a curious anccdote.  He conneéted lumfelf
with a highly accomplithed and beautiful woman,
whofc converfation had fuch charms, that he
~fags fhe ganed him near a hundied converts in
Spire alone. Some perfons of high rank, and
great exterior dignity of charader, had felt more
tender impreffions—and when the lady informed
them of certain confequences to their icputatfon,
they were glad to compound matters with her
friend Mr. Zimmerman, who either paticd for
her hufband, or took the fcandal on himfelf.
He made above 1500 Lows d’ors in this way.
When he returned, as a preacher of Revolution,
he ufed to mount the pulpit with a {abre in his
hand, 4nd baw! out, ¢ Behold, Frenchmen,
“ this 1s.your God. This alone can fave you.”
The author adds, tha. when Cuftine broke into
Germany, Zimmerman got admiffion to him,
and engaged to deliver Manheim into his hands.

DD 4 To
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To gain this purpofe, he offcred to fet {ome cor-
ners of the city on fire, and affured him of fup-
port. Cuftine declined the offer.—Zimmerman
appeared againft him before the Revolutionary
Tribunal, and accufed hun of treachery to his
caufe.—Cuftine’s anfwer is remarkable. ¢ Hard-
 ly,” faid he, “ had I fet my foot in Ger-
# many, when this man, and all the fools of his
“ country, befieged me, and would lhave deli-
 vered up to me their towns and villages—
“ What occafion had I to do any thing to Man-
« heimn, when the Prince was neutral ?’  Zim-
merman found his full uccount in Robefpierre's
bloody {way—but the fhort term of his atrocities
was allo the whole of Zimmerman’s career. He
was arrefted, but again hiberated, and foon aficr
again imprifoned, after which I can learn no mote
of im. The {ame thing is pofitively afferted in
another performance, called Cri de /s Rasfon,
and in a third, called Les Mafques arrachées.
Cbferve too, that it 15 not the clubs merely that
are accufed of this treachery, but the Illuminati.
De /a Metherre alfo, in his preface to the Fournal
de Piyfigue for 1790, fays exprefsly, that « the
“ cau'e .nd arms of France were powerfully
“ fupported in Germany by a fe€t of philofo-
* phers qalled the Iluminated.” In the preface
to the fournal for 1792, he fays, that “ Letters
# and deputations were teceived by the Affem-

« bly
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“ bly from feveral Correfponding Societies in
* England, felicitating them on the triumph of
¢ Reafon and Humanity, and promifing them
“ their cordial affiftance.” He read fome of
thefe manifeftos, and fays, that, “one of them
« recommended ftrongly the political education
< of the children, who fhould be taken from the
<¢ parents, and tramned up for the ftate.” An-
other lamented the balcful influence of property,
faying that ¢ the cfforts of the Affembly would
“ be fruitlefs, till the fence was removed with
“ which the laws fo anxioufly fecured inordinate
“ wealth. Thgy thould rather be directed to the
fupport of talents and virtue; becaule pro-
« perty would always fupport itfelf by the too
« great influence which it had in every corrupted
< ftate. The laws fhould prevent the too great
« accumulation of it in particular families.”
In thort, the counfel was almoft verbatim what
the Abbé Coflandey declared to have been the
doérine preached in the meetings of the lllumi-
natl, which ternified him and his colleagues, and
made them quit the Affociation. Anacharfis
Cloots, born in Pruffian Weftphalia, a keen 1l
luminatus, came to Paris for the exprefs pur-
pole of forwarding the great work, and by in-
triguing 1n the ftyle of thc Order, he got himfelf
made one of the Reprefentatives of the Nation.
He feems to have been one of the completeft fa-

natics
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natics m Cofmo-politifim, and juft fuch a tool as
Weithaupt would choofe to employ for a coarfe
and arduous job. He broke out at once into all
the filly extravagance of the unthinking herd,
2nd his whole language 1s juft the jargon of Ilu-
mination. Citizen of the world-—Liberty and
Equality, the imprefenptible Rights of Man—
Morality, dear Morality—Kings and Priefts are
ulelefs things—they are Defpots ard Corrupters,
&c. He declared himfelf an athaift, and zea-
Joufly laboured to have atheim eftablithed by
Iaw. He conducted that farcical proceffion ia
the true flyle of the mdft childifh ntual of Philo,
where counterfuited deputies from all quartess
of the world, in the dreffes of their countries,

cme to congratulate the nation for its victory
over Kings and Priefts. It 15 alfo worthy of re-
mari(, that by this time Leuchtfenting, whom
we have feen {o zealous an [Juminatus, after
having been as zealous a Proteftant, tutor of
Princes, Hofrath and Hofmeifter, was now a
fecretary or clerk in one of the Bureaus of the
National Affembly of France.

1 may add as a fimfhing touch, that the Na-
tienal Affembly of France was the only body of
men that 1 have ever heard of who operly and
fyftematically propofed to employ aflaffination,
and to inftitute a band of patriots, who fhould

cxercife this profeflion cither by {word, piftol, or
poifon ;~—
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porfon ;—and though the propofal was not carvied
into exccution, 1t might be confidered as the {enti-
ments of the meeting ; for it was only delayed till
it fhould be confidered how far it might not be
imprudent, becaufe they might expect reprifals.
The Abbé Dubors engaged to poifon the Comte
d’Artoss; but was himfelf robbed and poifoned
by his accomplices.—There were ftrong reafons
for thinking that the I'mperor of Germany was
poifoned—and that Mirabeau was thus treated by
his pupil Orleans,—alfo Madame de Favras and
her fon.—This was copying the Illuminati very
carefully.

After all thefe particulars, can any perfon
have a doubt that the Order of Illummnati for-
mally interfered in the French Revolution, and
contributed greatly to its progrefs > There 1s no
denying the infolence and oppreflion of the
Crown and the Nobles, nor the mifery and
flavery of the people, nor that there were {uffictent
provocation and caufe for a total change of mca-~
fures and of principles. But the rapidity with
which onc opimion was declared in every cor-
ner, and that opinion as quickly changed, and
the change announced every where, and the per-
fect conformity of the principles, and fame-
nefs of the language, even 1 arbitrary trfles,
can hardly be exmained 1n any other way. It
may indeed be fad “ que les beaux genies fe ren-
“ contrent,—that wits jump. The princiics are

“ the
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“ the fame, and the condu& of rhe French has
< been fuch as the Illuminati would have exhi-
“ bated ; but this is all—the Illummari no louger
« exifted.” Enocugh has been faid on thrs laft
point already.—The fats are as have been nar-
vated. The Hluminati continued as an Order, and
even held affemblies, though not fo frequently
nor fo formally as before, and though their Arec-
pagus was no longer at Munich. But let us hear
what the French themfelves thought of the
matter,

In 14789, or the begmmnc of 14790, a manifefto
was [ent from the Graxp Natrorar Lopce of
Free Mafons ({o 1t 15 entitled) ar Paris, figned lzy
the Duke of Orleams as Grand Mafler, add offod
and fent to the Lodges i all the s ofpeitable citics of
Europe, exhorimg them fo unite for the fuppors of
the French Revolution, 1o gain 1t friends, defender.,
and dependents 3 and according to their opportu:-
ties, and the prafticability of the thing, ro kmdlc
aud propagate the f[pirit of revolutton throwgh all
lands. This 15 a moft important article, and de-
fcry’és a very ferious attention. I got it firft of all
m a work called, Hockfle wicktige Erinnerun-
gen zur rechten Zet wber emiye dor allerern-

Rhafteflen Angelezenhenen  diefes  Zeitalters, von
L. A. Hoflmann, VJLnna, 1795 *

* Moft important Memorandums, in proper Seafon, con-
ocrmng one of the mofl ferious Occurrences of the prefent
Age, by L. A, Hoffmann, Vienna, 1793,

The
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The author of this work fays, < That every
*¢ thing hLe advances in thefe memorandums is
¢ confiftent with his own perfonal knowledge,
¢ and that he 1s ready to give convincing proofs
“ of them to any refpettable perfon who will
“ apply to hun perfonally. He has already given

”

# fuch convincing documents to the Emperor,
< and to feveral Piinces, that many of the machi-
“ nations occafioned by this manifeflo have becn
*¢ detected and ftopped , and he would have no

.

“ {cruple at laying the whole before the public,
“ did it not unavoidably involve feveral worthy
« perfons who, had fuffered themfelves to be
Taifled, and beartily repented of their crrors.”
He 15 naturally (being a Catholic) very {evere
on the Proteltants, (and indeed he has much
rcafon,) and by this has 8rawn on himfelf many
bitter retorts.  He bas however defended him-
felf agauntt all that are of any confequence to his
good name and veracity, 1n a manner that fully
convinces any impartial reader, and turns to the
confufion of the flanderers.

Hoffmaun fays, that ** he faw fome of thofe
* manifeftos ; that they werz not all of one tenor,
“ fome bemng addrefled to fricnds, of whofe {up-
“ port they were already affured.” One very im-
portant article of their contents is Earneft extorta-
tions to eflablife in every quarter fec et frhools of
polstscal edy-ation, and fchools for the public eJuca-
tion of the children of the Leople, under the d.; . Etion

o
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of well-principled maflers 5 and offers of pecumary
affiffance for this purpefe, and for the encowr age-
ment of writers in favour of the Revolution, and for
indemnifying the patriotsc bookfellers who furfer by
therr endeavours to fupprefs publicairons which have
an oppofite tendency. We know very well that the
immenfe revenue of the Duke of Orleans was {cat-
tered among all the rabble of the Palais Royal.
Can we doubt of its being employed in this man-
ner ? Qur doubts muft vanith, when we {ee that .
not long after this 1t was publicly {axd 1o the Na-
tional Affembly, ¢ that tius method was the moft
“ effeCtual for accomphifhing thew purpofe of {et-
“ ting Europe in a flame.” * But much “ex-
« pence,” fays the {pea’ier, © will attend 3t,and
* much has alrcady been employed, which can-
¢ not be named, becauf® 1t 1s given in {ecret.” The
Affembly had given the Iflumination war-hoop—
« Peace witl cottages, but war with palaces.”—N
pouvorr revolutronnasre s mentioned, which fuper-
fedes all narrow thoughts, all ties of moiality.
Lequinio publifhes the moft deteftable book that
ever iffued from a printing prefs, Les Prejugés
wainens, containing all the principles, and ex-
prefled in the very words of Iuininatiim.
Hoffmann fays, that the French Propaganda
had many emiffaries in Vienna, and many friends
whom he could point out. Mirabeau in par-
ticular had smany connefions in Vienna, and to
the Certain knowledge of Hoffinann, carned on
a great
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a- great correfpondence in cypheis.  The pro-
grefs of Ilumination had been very great in
the Auftrian States, and a flatefiman gave him
accounts of thew proceedings, (guf font redrefler
les cheveny ) which makes one’s hair {tand on end.
‘I no Jonger wonder,” {ays he, ¢ that the Neweffz
« Arbeitung des Spartcens und Philo was forbad-
“den. O ye almighty I/uminati, what can you
“ not accomplifh by ynur ferpent-like infinua-
“ tion and cunnmg '”  Your leaders fay,  This
“ book 1s dangerous, becaule it will teach wicked
“ men the moft refined methods of rebellion, and
« it muft nevar get nto the hands of the com-
®mon peopls  They have faid fo with the moft
“ impudent face to fome Princes, who did not
“ percetve the deeper-laid reafon for fupprefling
¢ the bonk., The leaders of the iwmmats are,
* not without reafon, in anxicty, left the infe-
« nor claffes of their own Society fhould make
“ juft reprifals for having been {o bafely tricked,
“ by keepiry, them back, and 1n profound igno-

~

¢ rance of their real defigns; and for working
“on them, by the very goodnefs of their hegrts,
¢ to thewr final ruw, and left the Free Malons,
¢ whom they have allo abufed, thould think of re-
¢ venging themfelves, when the matchlefs villany

-

~

-

"

“ of their deceivers has becn fo clearly expofid.
¢ It is in vain for them to talk of the danger of
 inftruéting the people in the methodf of fo-

“ menting
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* menting rebellion by this book. The aims
¢ are too apparent, and even in the neighbour-
“ hood of Regenfburg, where the ftrength of
 the I/lummati lay, every perfon {aid aloud, that
%« the Illuminatifm difcovered by this book was
* High Treafon, and the moft unheard-of at-
“ tempt to annihilate every religion and every
“ civil government.” He goes on: “ In 1790
« ] was as well acquainted with the {pint of the
* [llumination-fyltem as at prefent, but only not
¢ {o documented by their conflitutional actsy as it
“1s now by the Newefle Arbewung des Spartacus
“und Philo. My Maf3nic connetions were for-
* merly cxtenfive, and my publication entitfea
« Eightcen Paragraphs conceiming Free Majinrv,
¢ procuted me morc acquaintance with Free Ma-
“ fons of the greateft worth, and of [lummatt
« equally upright, perfons of refpectability and
< knowledge, who had d-{covered and repented
« the trick and mveigling conduét of the Order.
« All of us jointly {wore: oppofition to the [/umi-
“ nati, and my f{riends confidered me as a pro-
« per inftrument for thi: purpofe. To whet my
s zeal, they put papers into my hands which
« made me thudder, and raifed my diflike to the
<« higheft pitch. I received from them lifts of the
« members, and among them faw names which
« ] lamented exceedingly. Thus ftood matters
“in 1790, when the Fiench Revolution began

“ to
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to take a ferious turn.  The ntelligent faw 1n
the open fyftem of the Jacobins the complete
hidden fyftem of the Iluminati, We knew
that this {yftem included the whole world in
its aims, and France was only the place of its
firfl explofion. The Propaganda works in
every corner to this hour, and 1ts emiffaries
run about i all rhe four quarters of the woild,
and ate to be found 1n numbers in every city
that 1s a feat of government.”

“ Hc farther relates how they in Vienna
wanted to enlift hun, and, as this failed, how
they have abufed lum even 1w the foreign
new{papers,

I have perfonal knowledge (continues he)
that in Germany a fecond Mirabeau, Mauvil-
lon, had propofed in detal a plan of revolu-
tion, entirely and precifely fuited to the prefent
flate of Germany. This he circulated among
feveral Tree Mafon Lodges, among all the IHu-
nunated Lodges which ftill remained in Ger-
many, and through the hands of all the emil-
farics of the Propaganda, who had been al-
ready difpatched to the frontiers (worpoflen) of
every diftrict of the empire, with means for
ttirnng up the people.” (N. B. In 1792, Mau-

villon, finding abundant fupport and encourage-
ment in the appearance of things round him,
when the French arms had penetrated every

EE where,
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where, ang their invitations to revolt had met
with fo hearty a reception from the difcontented
in every ftate, came boldly forward, and 1 the
Brunfwick Journal for March 1792, declared that
*¢ he heartily rejoiced in the French Revolution,
“ wifhed it all fuccefs, and thought himfelf hable
“ to no reproach when he dedlared his hopes
“ that a finular revolution would fpeedﬁy take
“ place 1n Germany.”)

In the Hamburgh Political Journal, Auguft,
Scptember, and October 1790, there are many
proofs of the machinations of emiffaries from the
Mafon Lodges of Paris among the German Free
Mafons—See pages 836, 63, 1087, &c. It ap-
pears that a club has taken the name of Propa-
ganda, and meets once a week at Jeaft, in the foim
of a Mafon Lodge. It confilts of perfons of all
nations, and is under the dire&ion of the Grand
Mafter, the Duke of Orleans. De Leutre is one
of the Wardens. They have divided Europe
mnto colonies, to which they give revolutionary
names, {uch as the Cap, the Pike, the Lanteru,
&c, They bhave minifters in thefe colonies. (One
ks pointed out in Saxony, by marks which 1 pre-
fume are well underftood.} A fecret prefs was
found in Saxe Gotha, furnithed with German
types, which printed a feditious work called the
Journal of Humanity. This journal was found 1n
the mornings lying in the freets and highways.

Z The



CTHAP. V. THE FRENCH REVOLUTION. 4ig

The houfe belonged to an [Zimmat#s of the name
of Duport, a poor {choolmafter—he was affo-
ciated with another in Strafburg, who was alfo an
Hluminatus —His name was Meyer, ihe writer of
the Strafburg Newfpaper. He had been fome
time a teacher in Silzmann’s academy, who we
fee was alto an I/ummatus, but difpleafed with
their procecdings almoft at the firft. (Private
Correfpondence )

< I hav - perfonal knowledge, (continues Pros
feflor Hoflmann,) that in 1791, during the
temporary dearth as Vienna, leveral of thefe
 emiffanes were buly in corrupting the minds of
“ the pooi, by telling them that in lilke manner
the court had.produced a famine in Pans in
“ 1789. I deteted fome of them, and expofed
them in my Patiotic Remarks on the prefent
Dearth, and had the {atistaction of feeing my
“ endeavours of confiderable cffeét.”

Surely thefe facts fhow that the Anarciufts of
France knew of the Germon Ilumi, aty, and cona
fided 1n their Cpport. T+ alf, anen to what
particular Lodges they could addrefs them@lves
with fafety and confidence—~But what need is
there of more argument, when we know the zeal
of the Dluminati, and ti:z unhoped-for opportu-
nity that theRevolution had given them of atting
with immediate cffe® in carrying on their great

and daring work ? Can we doubt that they
EE2 would
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would eagerly put their hand to tle plough ?
And, to complete the proof, do we not know from
the hfls found 1n the fecret correfpondence of the
Order, that they already had Lodges in France,
and that in 1790 and 1791, many .luminated
Lodges 1n Germany, viz. at Mentz, Worms,
Spire, Frankfort, actually interfered, and pro-
duced gicat eficcts. In Switzerland too they were
no lefs aétive. They had Lodges at Geneva and
at Bern. At Bern two Jacobins were fentenced to
{everal years impnionment, and among their pa-
pers weie found therr paients of Illumination. 1
alfo fee the fate of Geneva alcribed’ to the ore-
rations of Illuminati refiding there by {everal
wiiters—particularly by Girtamner, and by the
Gottingen editor of the Revolution Almanac.

I conclude this article with an extraét or two
from the proccedings of the National Aflembly
and Convention, which make 1t evident that ther
pitnciples and their praétice are precifely thofe of
the Uluminati, on a great {cale.

When the aflumption of the Duchy of Savoy
as at 84th Department was debated, Danton faxd
to the Convention,

“ In the moment that we fend freedom to a
*¢ nation on our {rontier, we muft fay to them,
¢« ¢« You muft have no more Kings”’—for if we
“ are furrounded by tyrants, their coalition puts
our pwn freedom 1in danger.—~When the

“ French
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“ French nation fent us hither, it created a great
“ committee for the general infurre&ion of the
“ people.”

On the 19th of Novembar 1792 it was decreed,
** That the Convention, in the nanie of the
¢ ¥rench nation, tenders help and fraternity to
“ all peaple who would recover their iberty.”

On the z 11t of November, the Prefident of the
Convention faid to the pretended deputics of the
Duchy of Savoy, “ Reprcfentatives of an inde-
 pendent people, tmportant to mankind was
“ the day when the National Convention of
¢ France pronounced its fentence, Royal dignity

15 avolfhed.—I1<rom that day many nations will

~

¢ 1n future reckon the cra of thewr political ex-

“ iftence.~—Frof the beginning of civil eflablith-
“ ments Kings have been 1in oppofition to thewr
“ nations—but now they nfe up to annthifate
“ Kmgs. —Reafon, when fhe darts her raysnto
“ every corner, lays open cternal truths—She
¢ alonc enables us to pals fentence on defpots,
“ lutherto the fcare-crow of other nations.”

But the mofl diftinét exlubition of principle
is to be fecn in a report from the diplomatic
commuttce, who were commiffioned to deliberate
on the condué&t which France was to hold with
other nations.  On tius report was founded the
decree of the 15th of Decemnber 1793. The Re-
porter addre(fes the Convention as follows :

£EE3 “ The

»
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* The Committees of Finance and War afk in
“ the béginning, What is the obje@ of the war
 which we have taken in hand? Without all
 doubt the objet 1s THE ANNIHILATION OF
““ ALLPRIVILEGES,WARWITH THE PALACES,
* PEACE WITH THE coT1AGES. Thefe are the
« principles on which your declaration of war is
« founded. All tyranny, all privilege, muft be
¢ treatcd 4s an enemy 1n the countries where we
*¢ fet our foot. ‘This 1s the genuine refult of our
“ principles.—But 1t is not with Kings alone
¢ that we are to wage war—were thefe our [ole
¢ enemies, we fhould onl‘y have to bring down
* ten or twelve heads. We have to fight with
“all their accomplices, with the privileged or-
¢ ders, who devour and have opprefled the people
* during many centuries.

“ We muft therefore declare curfelves for «
¢ revolutionary power in all the counties mnto
* which we enter—(Loud applaufes from the Af-
« {fembly)—Nor need we put on the cloak of hu-
* manity—we diidain fuch hittle arts.—We muft
“ clothe ourfelves with all the brilliancy of reafon,
« and all the force of the nation. We need not
“ mafk our principles—the defpots know them
“alrcady. The firft thing we muft do is to 1ing,
« the alarum bell, for infurretion and uproar.—
“ We mufl, in a folemn manner, let the people
“ fee the banifim®nt of-their tyrants and privi-

# leged
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*¢ leged cafts—otherwife, the people, accuftomed
¢ to their fetters, will not be able to break their
¢ bonds.~—It wiil effect nothing, merely to excite
““ a nifing of the people—thi> would only be giv-
** ing them words, 1nftead of ftanding by them.

“ And fince in this manner, we ourfelves are
*“ the Revolutionary Adminittiation, all that is
“ agamnft the nghts of the people muft be over-
“ thrown, at our cntry—\We muft difplay our
“ principles by actually deftroying all tyranny;
* and our generals, after having chafcd away the
“ tyrants and their {atelhites, muft proclaun to the
“ people that they havesbrought them happinefs ;
* and then, on the {pot, they muft {upprefs tithes,
“ feudal rights, and every fpecies of {ervitude.”

¢ But we fhall have done nothing 1t we ftop
‘“ here  Anftocracy fhll domineers—~we muft
< thercfore {fuppruls all authonities exafting 1n the
 hands of the upper clafles.—When the Revo-
< lutionary Authority appears, there muft no-
¢ thing of the old eftablithment remain.—A po-
< pular {yftem muft be introduced—every ofhce
“ muft be occupled by new funéuionaries—and
¢ the Sans Culottes muft every where have athare
¢ n the Adminiftration.

“ Still nothing is done, till we declare aloud
“ the precifion of our priaciples to fuch as want
“ only a half ireedom.—We muft fay to them—
¢ Ir you think of compromifing with the privileg-

* ed cafls, we cannot fuffer uch dealng with
EE4  tyrants—
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“ tyrants~—They are our enemies, and we muft
“ treat them as enemies, becaufe they are neither
“ for Liberty nor Equality.—Show yourfelves
« difpofed to receive a free conflitution—and the
 Gonvention will not only fland by vou, but will
“ give you permanent fupport ; we will defend
“you agun{t the vengeance of your tyrants,
“ againft their attacks, and agamft their return.~—
« Therefore abolith from among you the Nobles
“ —and every ecclehaftical and military incor-
“ poration. They are incompatible with Equali-
“ ty.—Henceforward you are citizens, all equal
“in rights—equally called upon tp rule, to de-
“ fend, and to ferve your country.—The ageilts
« of the French Republic will inftruét and aftift
“you in forming a free conftitution, and affure
“ you of happinefs and fraternity.”

This Report was loudly applauded, and a de-
cree formed 1n precife confornuty to 1ts princi-
pics.—Both were ordered to be tranflated 1nto
all languages, and copies to be furmthed to
ther generals, with orders to have them care-
tully difperled 1n the countries which they
invaded.

And, in completion of thefe decrees, their
armics founl] it ealy to colle® as many difcon-
tented or worthlefs perfons 1n any country as {uf-
ficed for {ctting up a tree of liberty. This they
held as a {ufficient call for their interference.—
Some times they performed this ceigmony then-

fclves—



CHAP.IV., THE FRENCH REVOLUTION. 424

{elves—a reprefentation was eafily made up in
the fame way—and then, under the name of a
free conftitution, the pation was forced to acqui-
¢fce na fonn ditated at the point of the bayonet,
in which they had not the {malleft Liberty to
choofe—and they were plundered of all they had,
by way of compenfating to France for the trouble
fhe had taken.~—And this they call Laberty.—TIt
needs no comment.—

Thus have T attempted to prove that the pre-
fent awful fituation of Europe, and the general
fermentadion of the public mind in all nauons,
have not beeq altogeth®r the natural operations
ol difcontcar, oppreffion, and moral corruption,
although thefe have been great, and have ope-
rated with fatal energy; but that this political
fever has been carefully and fyftematically height-
ened by bodies of men, whic profefled to be the
phyfictans of the State, and, while their open
practice employed cooling medicines, and a treat-
ment which all approved, adminmiftered in fecret
the moft inflammatory poifons, which they made
up {oas to fiatter the difeafed fancy of the pitrent.
Although this was not 1 plan begun, cared on,
and completed by the fame perfons, ' was un-
doubtedly an uniform and confifent fcheme, pro-
cecding on the fame unvaied principle, and
France undoubtedly now f{marts under all the
moes of Germen Hlumnation.

1 beg
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I beg leave to fugg.ft a few tnoughts, whica
may enable us to draw fome advantage from this
fhocking mafs of 1nformation,

Gencral Reflections.

I. .T may obferve, in the fir/ place, and T beg
it may be particularly attended to, that m all
thofe villanous machinations againft the peace of
the world, the attack has been firft made on the
principles of Morality und Religion.  Tkhe con-
{pirators faw that till thefe are extirpated, thev
have no chance of fuccefs; and thewr manncr of
proceeding fhews that they confider Rehgion
and Morality as tonfcparably conneéted togetl.er.
We learn much from this— Fas ¢f et ab lofle d--
cei i, They endeavour to deftroy our religi-
cus fentuments, by ti.{t corrupting our morals.—
They try to influme our paffions, that when the
demands from this quarter become urgent, tic
rcflraints of Religion may unmediately ceme in
ﬁgflt, and fland 1n the way.—They are carcful,
on this occafion, to give fuch a view of thofe re-
{traints, thai the real origin of them does not

appear.—\Ve arc made to bLelicve that they have
been altogether the contiivance of priefts and

deipots, i order to get the command of us.
They
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They take care to fupport thefe affertions by
fallts, which, to our great fhaune, and greater
misfortune, ar: but too numerous.  Having now
the paffions on thewr fide, they find no difh.
culty 1n perfuading the voluptuary, or the difcon-
tented, that fyranny actually exerted, or 1efolved
on 1n future, 1s the fole ongin of rehgious re-
ftraint.  He fecks no farther argument, and
gtves himfelf no trouble to find any.—Had he
examined the matter with any care, he would
find himfelf juft brought back to thofe very feel~
ings of moral excellence and moral depravity
Lh?t he wifhes tq get nd of“altogether; and thefe
would tell hun that pure Religion does not laya
fingle reftraint on us that a noble nature would
not have laid on 1tfelt—nor enjoins a fingle duty
which an ingenuous and warm heart would not
be afhanied to find itlelt deficent in. He would
then fee that all the fanctions of Religion are fiited
to his high rank n the fede of exiftence.  And
the more he contemplates his future profpeéts,
the mote they brghten upon his view, the more
attainabde they appear, and the more he 1s abllc
to know what they may probably be. Having
attained thishappy ftate of mind (an attainment
in the power of any kind heart that 1s in carnefl
in the enquiry) he will think that no pumfh-
paent is too great for the unthankful and grovel-

in&
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ing foul winch can forego fuch hopes, and reject
thefe noble proffers, for the comparatively fri-
volous and tranfitory gratifications of hfe, He is
not frightened mnto worthy and virtuous conduct
by fears of fuch merited punifhment ; but, if not
enticed into it by his high expedlations, he 1s, at
leaft, retained in the paths of virtue by a kind of
manly fhame,

But all this is overlooked, or is kept out of
fight, in the inftruttions of Illuminatifn:. In
thete the eye muft be kept always dire&ted to
the Defpot.  Thus 1s the bugbear, and every thing
is made to conne& wich prefent or future tyrarny
and oppreffion — Therefore Rehgion is hel# &it
as a combination of terrors—the nvention of the
{tate-tools, the priefts.—But 1t s not eafy to flfle
the fuggeflions of Nature—therefore no pains
arc {pared to keep them down, by encrealing thc
uncertainty and doubts which arife in the courle
of all fpeculations on uch fuljeéts.  Such diffi-
culties occur in all fantific difeuflions.—Here
they muft be namerous and embarrafhng—for in
this enquuy we come neai the firft principles of
t‘hmgs, and the fuft punciples of humap know-
ledge. The geometer docs not wender at mif-
takes even n 4w {cience, the moft fin,ple of all
others.—Nor does the mec.anic or the chemift
rjedt all lus {cience, Lecante he cannot attaip

clear
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clear conceptions of fome of the natural relations
which operate in the phetnomena under his con-
fideration,—Nor do any of thefe ftudents of na-
ture brand with the name of fool, or knave, or
bigot, another perfon who has drawn a dif-
ferent conclufion from the phenomenon. In
one point they all agree—they find themfelves
poffefled of faculties which enable them to {pecu-
late, and to difcover; and they find; that the
operation of thofe faculties is quite unlike the

things which they contemplate by their means—-
and they feel a [atisfation " the poffeffion of them,
1pd in this diftinction. But this feems a mis-
fortune to our I'luminators. I have long been
truck with this. 1f by deep meditation I have
folved a problem which has baffled the endea-
vours of others, I fhould haidly thank the per-
fonwho convinced me that imy fuccefs was entirely
owing to the particular ftate of my healtl, by
which my brain was kept free from many irrita-

tions to which other perfons are expofed. Yet
this 15 the condu& of the THuminated.—They
are abundantly {elf-conceited ; and yet they con-
tinually endeavour to deftroy all grounds of felfs
eftimation.—~They rejorce1n every difcovery that
is reported to them of fome refemblance, unno-
ticed before, between mankind and the inferior
creation, and would be happy to find that the
refemblance is complete. It is very true, Mr.

Pope’s
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Pope’s «“ Poor Indian, with untutor’d rnind,” had
no objection tohis dog’s going toheaven with him:

¢ And thinks, admitted to that equal tkv,
“ His faithful <og fhall bear 7 + . company.”

"This 15 not an abjeét, but 1t 1s a modeft fenti-
ment. But our high-n.:nded philofophers, whe,
with Beatrice in the play,  cannot “rook obc-
“ dience to a wayward picce of mard,” if it be
in the thape of a Prince, have far other notions*
of the matter. Indeed they ate not yet agreed
about 1t. Mr. de la Merherie hopes, that before
the enlightened Republic of France has got into
its tecus, he fhall be able to tell his fellow ci-
tizens, i his Journal! de Plnfigue, that particulac
form of cryflal.ization which men have beeu ac-
cuftoaacd to call God.—Dir. Prieftlcy again de-
duces all intelligence fiomelaftic undulations, and
will probably thmnk, that his own great difcove-
ries have been the qu verings of fome fiery marfh
miafma.  VWhite Pope’s poor Indian hopes to
take his dog to heaven with him, thefe Illumi-
nators hope to die like dogs, and that both foul
and body {hall be as 1f they never had been.

Is not thisa melancholy refult of ail our Iltu-
mination ? It 15 of a piece with the teimination of
the ideal Philofophy, viz. profefled and total ig-
porance. Should not this make us ftart back and
hefitate, before we pout like wayward children at

the
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the hard(hips of civil fubordination, and bofore we
make a facrifice to our ill humour of all thit we
value ousfelves for? Docs 1t not carry nidicule
and abfurdity in its forehead ?—Such affertions
of perfonal worth and digity, (always excepting
Princes and Priefts,) and {uch abje& acknow-
ledgments of worthleffnefs.—Does not this, of
itfelf, fhow that there is fome radical {fault in the
whole ? It has all arifen from what they have
called Iummation, and this turns out to be worfe
than darknels—But we alfo know that it has
all anfen {rom felf-concerited difcontent, and
‘that at has been biov f tots prefent ftate by
the rae -+ of {peenlation.  We may venture to
put tnc queftion to any man’s confcience—whe-
tt . r difcontent did not precede bis doubts about
his own nature, and whether he has not en-
conraged the train of argument that tended to
degrade lnm? “ Thy wifti was father, Harry,
‘“ to that thought.”—Should not this m-i.e us
diftruft, ot lealt, the opeiations of this faculty of
our mind, and try to moderate and check this
darling propenfity —It fecms a misfortune of the
age—for we fee that it 15 a natural fource of dif~
turbance and revolution.

Byt here 1t will be immediately faid, “ What,
“ muft we give over thinking—be no longer ra-
“ tional creatures, and believe cvery lie that is
 told us ¢’ By no means.—Let us be reafly ra-
tional creatures—and, taught by cxpex ience, let
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us, in all our fpeculations on fubjeéts which en-
gage the paffions, guard ourfelves with the moft
anxious care againft the rifk of having our judg-
ments warped by qur defires,—There i1s no pro-
penfity of our nature of which the proper and
modeft indulgence is not beneficial to man, and
which is not hwtful, when this indulgence 1s
carried too far—And if we candidly perufe the
page of hiftory, we (hall be concinced that the
abufe 15 great in proportion as the fubject s im -
portant. What has been fo rumoutly perverted as
theieligious princeple ' —What horrid tuperitinon
has 1t not produced ? The Readerwill net, I hope,
take it anufs that 1 prefume to dire€l his attention
to fome maxims which ought to conduct a pru-
dent man in his mdulgence of a {peculative dif-
pofition, and apply them to the cate in band.
Whoever will for a while call off his attentior
from the common affatrs of lfe, the Cure hom:-
num, et rerum pondus wane, and will but refleét
a little on that wonderful principle within hum,
which carries lum over the whole univerle, and
fhops him 1ts vanous 1clations—Whoevet alfo
remarks how very {mall a proportion his own in-
dwidual exiffence bears to thisimmeafufable {cene,
cannot but feelan inexprefiible pleafure in the con-
templation of his own powers—He muft rife in
his own eftimation, and be difpofed tocherith with
fondnefs this principle which fo eminently raifes
him above all around him. Of all the fources

of
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of human vanity this is furely the moft -manly,
the moft excufable, and the moft likely to be exs
travagantly indulged. —We may be certain that it
will be {o indulged, and that men will frequently
fpeculate for the {ake of {peculation alone, and that
they will have too much confidence in the refults
of this favourite occupation.—As there have been
ages of indolent and abje& credulity and {uperfti-
tion, it is ncxt to certain that there are alfo times
of wild and extravagant {peculation—and when
we fee it becoming a fort of general paffion, we
may be certain that this s a cafe in point.

This can hardly be depied to be the charafer
of the prefent day. It is not denied. On the con-
trary it is gloried in, as the prerogative of the
18th centiiry. All the {peculations of antiquity are
eonfidered as glimmerings (with the exceptions of
a few brighter flathes) when compared with our
prefent meridian fplendor. We fhould therefore
liten with caution to the inferences from: this
boafted Illumination. Alfo, when we refleft on
what pafles in our own minds, and on what we
obferve in the world, of the mighty influence of
ovr defires and paffions on our judgments, swe
fhould carefully notice whether any fuch warping
of the belief is probable in the prefent cafk,
That 1t is fo is alhoft certain—for the general
and immediate effe@ of this Illumination is to lef~

fen or rethove many reftraints which the fan&ions
FF of
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of religion lay on the indulgence of very ftrong
paffions, and to diminifh our regarc for a certain
purity or corretnefs of manners, which religion
recommends, as the only conduét {uited to our
noble natures, and as abfolutely neceflary for at-
taining that perfection and happinefs of which we
are capable.—TFor furely if we take away religion,
it will be wifdom ¢ to eat and to drink, fince to-
“ morrow we die.” If, morcover. we fee this
Ilumination extolled above all {cience, as friendly
to virtue, as improving the heart, and as produc-
ing a jufl morahty, which will lead to happinefs
both for ourfelves and others, but perceive at the
{ame time that thefe affertions are made at the
expence of principles, which our natural feclings'
force us to venerate as fupreme and paramcunt
to all others, we may then be certain that onr
informer 1s trying to miflead and decerve us.- -
For all virtue and goodnefs, both of heart and
conduct, 15 in perfect harmony, and there is no
jarring or inconfiftency. But we muft pafs this
fent.s e on the doctrines of this Illumination.
For it s a melancholy truth that they have been
picached and 1ccommended, for the moft part,
by clergymen, parifh-minifters, who, in the pre-
fence of invoked Deity, and in. the face of
the .« -ld, bhave fet their folemn feal to a {yftem
of doérines direftly oppofite to thofe recom-
mended in their writings; which do@rines they

o folemnly
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folemnly profefs to belitve, and folemnly fwear
to inculcate.—Surely the inforthations and in-
ftru&ions of fuch men fhould be rejeéted.—Where
fhall we find their real opinions ? 1n their folemn
oaths®—or in thefe infidel differtations?—In ei-
ther cale, they are deceivers, whether mifled by
yanity or by the mean defire of church-emalu-
ments, or they arc proftitutes, courting the fo-
cicty of the wealthy and fenfual.——Honefty, like
juflice, admits of no degrces.— A man is honeft,
or he 1s a knave—and who would truft a knave ?
—But fuch men are unfuitable inftruétors for an+
other reafon—They are vnwife;—for, whatever
.hey may think, they are not refpected as men
of worth, but are Inwardly defpifed as parafites
by the rich, who admit them into their company
and treat them with civility, for their own rea«
fons. We take nftructions not merely from the
knowing,—the learned,%~but frous the wife—
not therefore from men who give {uch evidences
of weaknefs,

Such would be the condu of 4 prudent man,
who liftens to the inftructions of another with
the ferious intention of profiting by them. In
the prefent cafe, he fees plain proofs of degraded
{elf-eftimation, of dithopefly, and of mean mo-
tives. But the prudent man will go further—
he will remark that diffolute mamners, and aftions
which are inevitably fubverfive of the peace and

FF 2 orders
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order, nay, of the very exiftence of fociety, are
the natural and neceffary confequences of irreli-
gion. Should any doubt of this remain .n bis
mind; fhould he fometimes think of an Epitte-
tus, or one or two individuals of antiquity, who
were eminently virtuous, without the influence of
religious fanétions, he thould recollect, that the-
Stoics were animated by the thought, that while
the wife man was playing the game of life, the
gods were looking on, and pleafed with his {kill,
‘Let him read the beautiful account given by Dr.
Smith of the rife of the Stoic philofophy, and he
will fee that ¥ was an artiﬁcia}, but noble, at-
tempt of a few exalted minds, enthufiafts i, vif-
tue, aiming to fteel their fouls againft the dread-
ful but unavoidable misfortunes to which they
were continually expofed by the daily recurring
revolutions in the turbulent democracies of an-
cient Greece. There a philofopher was this day a
Magiftrate, and the next day a captive and a flave.
He would fee, that this fair pi¢ture of mentat hap-
pinefs and independence was fitted for the con-
templation of only a few choice {pirits,, but had
%o influence on the bulk of mankind. He muft
adinire the noble characters who were animated
by this manly enthufiafm, and who have really
exhibited fome wonderful pictures of virtuous he-
toifm; but he will regret, that the influence of
thel¢ manly, thefe matural principles, was not

more



CHAP.IV. THE FRENCH REVOLUTION. 43?

more extenfive. He will fay to himfelf, * How
“¢ will a whole nation a&, when religious fanc-
< tions are removed, and men are actuated by rea-
< {on alone ?”—He 1s not without inftruction an
thisimportant fubje&t. France has given an awful
feffon 1, furrounding nations, by fhewing them
“What 1 the natural effe@® of fhaking off the reli-
glous principle, and the veneration for that pure
motality which characteri{es Chuiftianity. By ade-
cree of the Convention, (June 6, 1794,) 1t is de-
clared, that there is nothing criminal in the pro-
mifcuous commerce of the fexes, and therefore
nothing that derogates from the female characer,
when worman forgets that fhe s the depofitary of
all domeftic fatisfaction,~—that her honour is the
{acred bond of focial hfe,—that on her modefly
and dclicacy depend a]l the refpeét and confidence
that will make a man attach himfelf to her fo-
ciety, free her from labour, fhare with her the
fruits of all his own exertions, and work with wil-
lingnefs and delight, that fhe may appear on all
occafions his equal, and the ornament of all his
acquififions.  In the very argument which Elys
feletted body of fenators has given for the pro-
pricty of this decree, it has degraded woman
below all eftimation,  Jt is to prevent her from
* murdering the fruit of uynlawful love, by re-
“ moving her thame, and by relieving her from
# the fear of want.” The fenagors fay, * the
FF 3 # Republic
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*¢ Republic wants citizens, and rherefore muft

“ not only remove this temptation of thame, but

* muft take care of the mother while fhe nurfes
# the child. It is the property of the nation,
“ and muft not be loft.” The woman all the

while is confidered only as the fhe-animal, the
breeder of Sans Culottes.  This s the ju# mora-
lity of. Illumination. It is really amufing (for
things revolting to nature now amufe) to obferve
with what fidehty the principles of the Juminat
have expreffed the fentiments which take poffef-
fion of a people who have fhaken off the fanctions
of religionand morality. The foliowing 1s part of.
the addrefs to Pfyckarion and the company men-
tioned in page 257 : * Once more, Pfycharion, I

< indulge you with a look behind you to the

< flowery days of childhood. Now look forwards,
“ young woman { the holy circle of the marnage-

“ able (mamnbarren) welcome you.— Young
¢ men, honour the young woman, the future
t breeder (gebaererm) ' Then, to all—* Re-
% joice in the dawn of Illumination and of Free-
¢ dom. Nature at laft enjoys her facred never-
“ fading rights. Long was her voice kept down
¢ by civil fubordination ; but the days of your
“ majority now draw nigh, and you will no
“ Jonger, under the authority of guardians, ac-
# count it a reproach to confider with enlight-
¥ ened eyes the fecret work(hops of Nature, and

“tg
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* to enjoy your work and duty.” Minos thought
this very fine, but it raifed a terrible difturbance,
and broke up the affembly.

Suchare theeffeéts of this boafted enlightening
of the human mind with refpeét to religion and
morality. Let us next confider what is the re-
fult of the mighty mformations which we have
got in refpet of our focial or political con-
netions.

1. We have learned the {fum total of this po-
istical TMlumination, and {fee that, if true, it is
melancholy, deftrutive of our prefent comforts,
aymerous as they are, and affords no profpect of
redrefs from which we can profit, but on the
contrary, plunges mankind into diffention, mutual
injury, and univerfal mufery, and all this for the
chance only of prevailing in the conteft, and
giving our pofterity a c/auce of going on in peace,
if no change fhall be produced, as 1n former times,
by the efforts of ambitious men. But the lliu-
mination appears to be partial, nay falfe, What
is 1t ? It holds out to the Prince nothing but the
reﬁgﬁation of all his poffeflions, nghts, and cfa\'hns,
{fanéioned by the quiet poffeffion of ages, and by
all the feélings of the human heart which give
any notion of right to hisloweft fubject. All thefe
potieffions and claims are difcovered to have arifen
from ufurpations, and are therefor¢ tyrauny. It
has been difcevered, that all {ybordinate {uhjec-
tions were epforced, thercfore their continnance is

FF 4 Slavery,
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Slavery.  But both of thefe hiftorica) afiertions are
in a great degree falfe, and the inferences from
them are unreafonable. The world has gone on
as we feeit go on at prefent. Moft principalities
or fovereignties have arifen as we fe: perfonal
authorities and influence arife every day among
ourfelves. Bufinefs for the whole muft be done,
Moft men are fufficiently occupied by their pri-
vate affairs, and they are indolent even in thefc—
they are contented when another does the thing
for them. There 1s not a lirtle village, no.sa
fociety of men, where this is not feen every day.
Some men have on enjoyment 1incthis kind of
vicanous «nplovment. Other men bike influence
and powe: and thus are compenfated for therr
trouble. Thus many petty managers of public
aftwrs anfe in evay country. The mutual ani-
mofities of unlividuals, and ftill more, the ani-
mofities of trib.s, clans, and different affociations,
give rife to another kind of fuperiors—to leaders,
who direct the ftruggles of the reft, whether for
offence or defence The defcendants of Ifracl
faid, ¢ they wanted a man to go out before the
“ people, like other nations.” As the {mall bufi-
nefs of afew individuals requires a mahager or a
leader, {o do {ome more general affairs of thefe
petty {uperiors.—Many of thefe alfo are indo-
Jent enough ta with this trouble taken off their
hands; and thus another rank of fuperiors arifes,
and a third, and fo on, till a great State may be

formed ;
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formed ; and in this gradation eachclafs is 2 coms
petent judge of the conduct of that clals only
which is immediately above it.

All tlis may arife, and has often arifen, from
voluntary conceflion alops. This conceffion
may proceed from various caufes,—from confi-
dence in fuperior talents—from confidence in
great worth,—moft generally from the refpett or
deference which all men fecel for great poflcfiions.
This is frequently founded in {elf-interefts and ex-
pectations of advantage ; but it is natural to man,
and perhaps {prings from out inftinétive fympathy
with the fatisfaction of otheis—we are unwil-
lin°g to difturb them, and even wifh to promote
them.

But this fubordination may arife, and has often
anien, from other caufes——from the love of power
and influence, which makes fome men esger tq
lead others, or even to manage their concerns,
We [ee this every day, and it may be perfectly
wnnocent, It often anfes from the defire of
gain of one kind or another~—This alfo may
frequéntly be indulged with perfe@ innocepce,
and even with general advantage. Frequently,
however, this {ubordination is produced by the
love of power or of gan pufhed to an immo-
derate degree of ambition, and rendered unjuft.
—Now there arife oppreflion, tyranny, fuffer-
ings, and flavery. Now appears an oppofition
besween the rights or claims of the ruler and of

the
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the people. Now the rulers core to confidex
themfelves as a different clafs, and their tranfac-
tions are now only with each other.—Prince be-
comes the rival or the enemy of Prince; and in
their conteft one prevails, and the dominion is
enlarged.  This rivaithip may have begun 1 any
rank of fupeniors; even between the fuft ma-
nagers of the affairs of the {malleft communuties ,
and it muft be remarked that they only are the
immediate gainers or lofers in the conteft, while
thofe below them live at eafe, enjoying many ad-
vantages of the delegagion of their own con-
cerns.

No human focicty has ever proceeded purely
in cither of thefe two ways, but there has always
been a mixture of both.—But this procefs s
indifpenfably neceffary for the formation of a
great nation, and for all the confequences that
refult only from fuch a coahtion.—Therefore it is
neceflary for giving rife to all thofe comforts, and
luxuries, and elegancies which are to be found
only in great and cultivated ftates. Itis neceflary
for producing fuch enjoyments as we fee around
us in Europe, which we prize fo highly, and for
which we are making all this ftir and difturbance.
T believe that no man who expeéts to be beheved
will pofitively affert that hurmnan nature and human
enjoyments are not meliorated by this cultivation.
~—It fegms to be the intention of nature, and, not-
withftanding the follies and vices of many, we can

havg
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bave little hefitation in {aying that there are in the
moft cultivated nations of Europe, and even in the
higheft ranks of thofe nations, men of great virtue
and worth, and of high accomplifhment—~Nor
can we deny that {uch men are the fineft fpeci-
mens of human nature. Roufleau indeed wrote
awhimfical pamphlet, in which he had the vamty
to think that he had proved that all thefe fruits
of cultivation were lofles to humanity and to vir-
tue—Yet Roufleau could not be contented with
the fociety of the rude and unpolithed, although
he pretended that he was almoft the fole worfhip-
per of pure virtue.—He fupported him{clf, not by
aflifting the fimple peafant, but by writing mufic
and lufcieus novels for the pampered rich.

Thus is the circumftance entircly overloaked, or
artfully kept out of fight, in the boafied Illumina-
tion of thefe days. No attention 1 paid to the im-
portant changes which have happencd in national
greatnefs, 1 national connection, in national im-
provement —yet we ncver think of parting with any
of the advantages, real or imaginary, which thefe
changes have produced—nor do we reflect hat in
order to keep a great nation together—to make it
a@ with'equality, or with preponderancy, among
other nations, the individual cxertions muft be
concentrated, muft be direCted-—and that this
requires a ruler vefted with fupreme power, and
mterefled by fume great and endearing motive, fuch

as



44+ THE FRENCH-REVOLUTION:. CHAP.IV.

as hereditary pofleffion of this power and influ-
ence, to maintain and defend this coalition of men.
—All this is overlookcd, and we attend only to
the {ubordination which is indifpenfably neceflary.
Its grievances are immediately felt, and they are
heightened tenfold by a delicacy or fenfibility
which {prings from the great improvements in the
accommodations and enjoyments of hfe, which the
gradual ufurpation and {ubfequent fubordination
have produced, and continuc to {fupport. But
we are determined to have the elegance and gran-
deur of a palace without the prince.~—We will
not give up any of our luxuries and sefinements,
yet will not fupport thofe high ranks and thofe
nice minds which produced them, and whicl
muft continuetokeepthem fromdegenerating into
barbarous fimphcity and coarfe {enfuality,—We
would keep the philofophers, the poets, the artifls
but not the Mxcenafes.—It 1s very true that in
fuch a ftate there would be no Comuration des
Philufuphes, for 1n fuch a ftate this vermin of
plelofophes and {enbllers would not have exifted,
—In fhort, we would have what 1s impoflible.

I have no hefitation in {aying, that the Britifh
Conftitution is the form of a governmént for 4
great and refined nation, in which the ruling {en-
timents and propenfities of human nature feem
moft happily blended and balanced. There is no
occafion to vaunt it as the ancient rights of Bri-

8 tons,
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tons, the wifdom of ages, &c. It has attained ifs
prefent pitch of perfetion by degrees, and this
not by the efforts of wifdom, but by the ftruggled
of vice and folly, working on a rich fund of good
hature, and of manly {pirit, that are con{picuous
in the Britith character. 1 do not hefitate to fay
that it is the on/y form of government which will
admit and give full exercife to all the refpectable
propenfities of our nature, with the leaft chance of
difturbance, and the greateft probability of man’s
arriving at the higheft pitch of improvement in
every thing that raifes him above the beafts of the
field. Yet there is ry) part of it that may not,
that is not “abufed, by puthing 1t to an improper
length, and the fame watchful cace is neceflary for
preferving our ineftimable bleffings that was em-
ployed in acquiring them.—This is to be done,
not by flying at once to an abftrac theory of the
rights of man.—There 1s an evident folly in this
procedure. What is this theory ? It is the beft
general fketch that we can draw of focal life, de-
duced from our knowledge of human nature.—
And what is this knowledge? It is a well digefted
abftradt, or rather a declaration of wkaz we have
obferved of human actions. What is the ‘ufe
therefore of this intermediate picture, this theory
of the rights of man? —It has a chance of being
unlike the original—it muft certainly have im-
perfeftions.—Therefore it can be of no ufe to us.
—We fhould go at once to the orjginal—we

thould
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fhould confider how men Aave affed—what havé
been their mutual expeftations—their fond pro-
penfities—what of thefe are inconfiftent with each
other—what are the degrees of indulgence which
have beenadmitted in them all without dhfturbance
—I will venture to fay that whoever does this,
will find himfelf imperceptibly led to contemplate
a mixed hereditary monarchy, and will figure to
himf{elf a parliament of King, Lords, and Com-
mons, all looking at each other with fomewhat
. of a cautious or jealous,eye, while the reft of the
nation are fitting, * each under his own vine, and
“ under his own fig-tree, and there is none to
“ make him afraid;’—in one word, the Con«
ftitution of Great Britain.

A mofl valuable 1cfult of fuch eontemplation
will be a thorough conwiction that the giievance
which 1s moft clamoroufly mnfifted on s the in-
evitable confequence of the hiberty and fecunty
which we cnjov. T mcan mumftertal corruption
with all the difmal tale of placemen, and penfion-
ers, and rotten boroughs, &c. &c. Thele are nover
teen in a deipotic government—thcre they are not
wanted-—nor can they be very apparent in an un-
cultivated and poor ftate—but 1n a Juxurious na-
tion, where pleafures abound, where the returns
of induftry are {ecure; here an individual looks
on cvery thing as his own acquifition—he does
not feel ns relation to the ftate—has no patriotifm
—thinks that he would be much happier if the

ftate
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ftate would let Kim alonc.—He is fretted by the
reftraints which the public weal lays' on hun——
ixerefore government and governors appc.ﬁ as
checks and hindrauces to his exertions—hence a
general inclination to refift adminiftration.—Yet
public bufinefs muft be done, that we may lic
down and rife again in [ifety and peace.—Admi-
mitration muft be {upported—there are always
perfons who with to poffefs the power that is ex-
crcifed by the prefent muniflers, and would turn
the out.—How i1s all this to be remedied ?—1 {ee
no way but by applying to lhe felfith views of in-
dividuals—Dby rewarding the friends of adminftra-
tion—This may be don@with perfedl virtue—and
frdm fhis the {clfith will conceive hopes, and wiil
fupport a virtuous miniitry—Dbut they are as ready
to help a wicked one.—This becomes the greateft
misfortnne of a free nation.—Miniflers are tempt-
ed to bribe—and, if a fjftematic oppofition be
confidered as a neceffary part of a practical con-
flitution, it 1s almoft inda{penfable—and it is no
where {o prevalent as in a pure democracy.—Laws
may be contrived to make it very troublefome—
buf can never extirpate it, nor greatly diminifh it
—this can be done only by defpotifm, or by na-
tional virtue.—~It is a {hameful complaint—we
fhould not reprobate a few minifters, but the
thoufands who take the bribes.—Nothing tends {o
much tq dimicifh it in a corrupted nation as great

limitations
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limitations to the eligibility of reprefentatives—
and this is the beauty of our conftitution.

We have not difcovered, therefore, by tlis
boafted Illumination, that Princes and fuperiors
are ufelefs, and muft vanith from the earth; nor
that the people have now attainced full age, and
are fit to govern themfelves. . We want only to
revel for a little on the lafl fruits of national
cultivation, which we would quickly confume,
and never allow to be raifed again.—No matter
how this progrefs began, whether from concef-
fion or ufurpation—We poflefs 1t, and if wife,
we will preferve it, by preferving 1its indifpen-
fable fupports. They have indeed been fre-
quently employed very improperly, but their
moft pernicious abufe has been this breed of
fcribbling vermin, which have made the bod;-
politic fimart 1n every limb.

Hecar what opinion was entertained of the
fages of France by their Prince, the father of
Lous XVI. the unfortunate martyr of Monarchy.
« By the principles of our new Phuofophers,
« the Throne no longer wears the iplendour of
« &ivinity. ‘They maintain that it arofe from
“ violence, and that by the fame juftice that
“ force ereted it, force may again fthake it, and
* overturn it. The people can never give up
“ thewr power. They only let 1t out for their
“ own advautage, and always retain the right to

« refcind
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refcind the contraét, and refume it whenever
their perfonal advantage, their only rtile of
condud, requiresit. Our philofophers teach
in public what our paffions fuggeft only in
fecret. They fay to the Prince that all is per-
mitted only when all 15_in his power, and
that his duty is fulfilled when he has pleafed
his fancy. Then, furely, if the laws of felf-
intcreft, that 1s, the felf-will of human paf-,
fions, fhall be fo generally admutted, that we
thereupon forget the cternal laws of God and
of Nature, all conceptions of right and wrong,
of virtue and vice, of good and evil, muft be
extirpated from the human heart.  The throne
muflt totter, the fubjects muft become un-
manageable and mutinous, and their ruler
hard-hearted and inhuman. The people will be
inceflantly etther opprefled, or in an uproar.” —
What fervice will it be if 1 order fuch a book
to be burnt *>— the author can write another by
to-morrow.”  This ogimon of a Prince 1s un-

polifhed indeed, and homely, but it is jufl.

<
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Woeithaupt grants that ¢ there will be a ter-
rible convulfion, and a ftorm—but this will
be fuccegded by a calm—the unequal will now
be equal—and when the canfe of diflenfion is
thus removed, the wotld will be in peace.”’—

True, when the caufes of difienfion are removed.
Thus, the deftraction of our ciop by vermin is

G at
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at an end when a flood has fwept every thing
away—but as new plants will {prirg up in the
walte, and, if not inftantly devoured, will again
cover the ground with verdure, fo the induftry
of man, and his defire of comfort and confidera-
tion, will again accumulate in the hands of the
diligent a greater proportion of the good things
of life. In thus infant ftate of the emerging re-
mains of former cultivation, comnforts, which the
prefent inhabitants of Europe would look on
with contempt, will be great, improper, and ha-
zardous acquifitions. The principles which au-
thorife the propofed drgadful equalifation will
as juftly entitle the idle or unfuccetiful of future
days to ftrip the pofieflor of his advantages, and

things muft ever remain on their favage level.
III. I think that the impreflion which tle
infincerity of condué of thofe inftructors wil!
lcave on the mind, muft be highly ufeful. They
are evidently teaclung what they do not believe
themfelves—and here I do not confine my re-
mark to their preparatory doctrines, which they
afterwards explode. 1 make it chicfly with re-
fpe@ to their grand oftenfible principle, which
pervades the whole, a principle which they are
obliged to adopt againft their will—They know
that the princples of virtue are rooted in the
heart, and that they can only be {mothered—
but did they pretend to eradicate them, and pro-
claim
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claim homnem homini Jupum, all would fpurn at
their inftruion.—We are wheedled, by-tickling
our fancy with a notion that facred virtue 18
not only fecure, but that it is only in {uch hearts
that it exertsits native energy. Senfible that the
levelling maxims now fpoken of are revolting to
the mind, the Illuminators are under the necef-
fity of keeping us from looking at the fhocking
pictuie, by difpluying a beautiful fcene of Uto-
pian happinefi—and they rock us afleep by the
eternal lullaby of morahty and univerfal philan-
thropy. Thcrefore the foregoing narration of
the perfonal condutef thefe infliuctors and re-
formers of the world, is highly ufeful.  All this
1s to be brought about by the native lovelinefs of
pure virtue, purged of the corruptions which
fupeifutious fears have introduced, and alfo
purged of the felfith thoughtswhich areavowed by
the advocates of what their opponents call true
religion.  This is faid to hold forth eternal re-
wards to the good, and to threaten the wicked
with dreadful punithment. Experience has (hewn
hoy 1nefficient fuch motives are. Can they be
otherwife ? fay our Illuminators. Are they not
addreffed to a principle that is ungenerous and
felfith? But our doctrines, fay tifey, touch the
hearts of the worthy. Virtue is beloved for her
own fake, and all will yield to her gentle fway.

Ge 2 But
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But ook, Reader, look at Spartacus the mur-
derer—at Cato the keeper of poifons and the
thicf—T.00k at Tiberius, at Alcibiaces, and the
reft of the Bavarian Pandemonium.—Look at
Poor Bahrdt—Go toFrance—look at Lequinio—s
at Condorcet*—Look at the Monfler Orleans.
All were hars.  Therr divimty had no m-
flucnce on their profligate minds. They only
wanted to wheedle you, by touching the fhiings
of humanity and goodnefs which are yet braced
up m your heart, and which will ftill yield fwect
harmony 1f you will accompany their notes with
thofe of religion, and nenher clog them with the
groveling pleafures of {ente, nor damp the whole
with the thought of eternal filence

A moft worthy and accomphithed gentleman,
who took refuge 1n this country, leaving bchind
hum his property, and friends to whom ke was
mofl tenderly attached, often faid to me that no-
thing fo much affeCted him as the revolution
m the heaits of men.—Charaters which were

* Dc la Methene fays, ¢ Fown. de Ply/ Now. 1792,)
that Condorcet wis brouoht up 1n the houfe of the ol
Duke of Rochefoucault, uho treated hum as his fon—got
‘Turgot to create a lucrauve office for him, and rafed him
to all his emmence—yer he purfued lim with mahicious re-
ports——and adually cmployed rufhans 1o affaffinate him,
Yet 1 Condorcet’s wniting a mode! of humanity aud ten
deiness,

unfpotted,
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unfpotted, hearts thoroughly known to himfelf,
having becn tried by many things which fearch-
the mnmoft folds of {cfithnefs or malevolence—
in thort, perfons whofe judgments were excel-
lent, and on whofe worth hc could have refted
hts honour and his life, {o fafinated by the con-
tagion, that they came at Jaft to Lchold, and
even to commit the moft atrocious crimes with
delight.—He uled {ometimes to utter a figh
which pierced my heart, and would fay, that it
was caufed by fome of thofe things that had
come acrofs lus thoughts.  He breathed Ius laft
gmong us, declaring that 1t was impofiible to re-
cover peace of mind; without a total oblivion of
the wickednefs and miferies he had beheld.
What a valuable adviee, ¢ Let hum that think-
“cth he flandeth, take hecd Ieft he fall”—
When the prophet told Hazael that he would be-

tray his Puince, he exclaimed, “ 1s thy favant
“ a dog, that he fhould do tuch a thing ?”  Yet
next day he murdered him.

Never fince the beginning of the world, has
fuc Rehgion received fo complete an acknow-
ledgment of her excdlence, as has Leen extort-
ed from’ the funatics who have attempted to de-
ftroy her. Rehgion food n ther way, and the
wretch Marat, as well as the fteady willain War-

C G 3 fhaupt,
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thaupt, faw that they could not proceed till they
had eradicated all fentiments of the moral go-
vernment of the univerfe. Human nature, im-
proved as it has been by Religion, fhrunk from
the taiks that were tmpofed, and it muft therc-
fore be brutahized —The grand confederation was
{olemnly {worn to by milhions 1n every corner of
France—but, as Mirabeau faid of tae declara-
tion of the Rights of Man, it muft be made only
the “ Almanack of the bygone year”—There-
fore Lequinio muft write a book, declanng
caths to be nonfenfe, unwogthy of Sans Culottes,
and all rehgion to be a farce.—Not long after,
they found that they had fome ufe for a God-——
but he was gone—and they could not find an-
other.—~Their conflitution was gone—and they
have not yet found another.—What 1s now
left them on which they can depend for awing a
man 1nto a refpedt for truth 1n his judicial decla-
rations? —what but the honour of a Citizen of
France, who laughs at all engagements, which he
has broken again and again? — Religion hastaken
off wigh her every fenfe of human duty.—What
can we expect but villany from an Archbifhop of
Paris and his chapter, who w:ade a public pro-
fcffion that thev had been playing the villains for
many years, tcaching what they thought to be a

bundle
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bundle of lies? What but the very thing which
they have done, cutting each other’s throats ?—
Have not the enlightened citizens of France ap-
plauded the execution of thewr fathers? Have
not the funes of Paris denounced their own -
dren?—But turn your eyes fiom the hornifying
{petacle,and think on your own nobic defeent and
alliance. You are not the acadental productions
of a fatal chaos, but the work of 4 Great Artit,
creatures that are cared for, Lorn to noble pr-
{petts, and conductedto them by the pluinett and
moft fimple precepts; “to do juftly, to love
“ mercy, ahd to walk humbly before God,”
not bewildered by the falle and fluttering glarc of
French Philofophy, but condutted by this clear,
fingle light, perceivable by all, * Do to others
¢ what you fhould reafonably expeé them to do
* to you.”

Think not the Mufe whofe fober voice you hear,
Contraéts with bigot frown her fullen brow,

Cafts round Religion’s orb the miftsot Lcur,
Qr thades wath horror what with fmules fhould glow.

No —fhe yould warn you with feraphic fire,
Heirs as ye are of Hraven’s eternal day,
Would bid you boldly to tiat Heaven afpire,

Not fink and flumber 1n your cells of clay.
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Is this the bigot’s rant ! Away, ye vain,
Your doubts, your fears, in gloomy du'nefs fteep ;
Go—foothe your fouls in ficknefs, death, or pain,
With the fad {olace of eternal fleep.

Yet know, vain fceptics, know, th’ Almighty Mind,
‘Who breath’d on man a portion of his fire,

Bade his free foul, by earth nor time confin’d,
T'o Heaven, toimmortality afpire,

Nor thall this pile of hope his bounty rear'd,
By vain philofophy be €’er deftroy’d;
Etermty, by all or hop'd or fear'd,
Shall be by all or fuffer’d or enjoy’d.
Masouw.

The unfortunate Prince who has taken re-
fuge in this kingdom, and whofe fituation
among us is an illuftrious mark of the generofity
of the nation, and of the {overeignty of its laws,
faid to one of the Gentlemen about him, that
#1f this country was to cfcape the general
“ wreck of nautions, it would owe its preferva-
“ tion to Religion.,”—When this was doubted,
and ft was obferved, that there had not been
wianting many Religiomfts in France: © Liue,”
faid the Prince, “ but they were not in earneft.
¢« —T fee here a ferious intereft in the thing.
“ The peuple know what they are doing when

“ they
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¢ they go to church—they underftand fomething
% of it, and take an intereft in it.” May his
obfervation be juft, and his expectations be ful-
filled !

IV. I would again call upon my countrywo-
men with the moft earneft concern, and befeech
'them to confider this {ubjeét as of more particu-
lar importance to themnfelves than even to the
men.—While woman 1s confidered as a refpeét-
able moral agent, traiming along with ourfelves
for endlefs improvement ; then, and only then,
will fhe be confidered by lordly man a$ his
equal ;—then,7and only then, will fhe be allowed
to have any 1ights, and thofe 1ights be refpected.
Strip women of this prerogative, and they be-
come the drudges of man’s indolence, or the
pampered playthings of his idle hours, fubject
to his caprices, and flaves to lus mean paffions.
Soon will their prefent empire of gallantry be
over. It 1s a refinement of manners which fprang
from Chriftianity ; and when Chnftianity s for-
gotten, this artificial diadem will be taken from
thed Heads, and, unlefs they adopt the ferocigus
fentiments of their Gallic neighbours, and join
in the general uproar, they will fink 1nto the 1n-
fignificance of the women in the turbulent re-
publics of Greece, where they are never feen in
the bufy haunts of men, if we except four or

five,
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five, who, during the courfe of as many centy-
ries, emerzed from the general obfcurity, and
appear in the hiftoric page, by their uncominon
talents, and by the facrifice of what my fair
countrywomnen {bll hold to be the ornament of
their fex. I would remind them, that they have
it in their power to retain their prefent honour-
able ftation in fociety. They are our early in-
firuétors; and while mothers in the refpectable
ftations of hfe continued to inculcate on the
tender minds of their {fons a veneration for the
precepts of Religion, their pliant children, re-
cewving thelr infrruétions along with the affeGyon-
ate carefles of theirr mothers, got impreffions
which long retained their force, and which pro-
tecled them from the impulfes of youthful paf-
fions, till 1ipening years fitted their minds for
hitening to {enous inftruction from their public
teachers.  Sobricty and decency of manners
were then no flur on the character of a youth,
and he was thought capable of ftruggling for in-
dependence, or pre-emunence, fit either for fup-
perting or defending the ftate, although he was
neither a toper nor a rake, I believe that no
man who has feen thirty or forty years of lfe,
will deny that the manners of youth arc fadly
changed 1n this refpe¢t.  And, without prefum-
ing to fay that this has proceeded from the ne-

glect,
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gle&t, and almoft total ceffation of the moral edu-
cation of the nurfery, I think myfelf well war-
ranted, from my own obfervation, to fay that
this education and the fober manners of young
men have quitted us together,

Some will call this prudery, and croaking.
But T am almoft tranfcribing from Cicero, and
from Quintihan.—Cornelia, Aureha, Attia, and
other kadies of the firft rank, are prafed by Ci-
.cero only for their emrence m this refpe@; but
not becaufe they were fingular, Quintilian fays,
that in the time immediagely prior to his own, it
had been the general practice of the ladies of
rank to fupenintend the moral education both of
fons and daughters. But of late, fays he, they
are fo engaged in continual and corrupting amufe-
ments, fuch as the fthows of gladiators, horfe-
racing, and decp play, that they have no time,
and have yiclded their places to Greck governefles
and tutors, outcaflts of a nation more fubdued by
their own vices than by the Roman arms.—I dare
fay this was laughed at, as croaking about the cor-
rupt‘i‘én'of the age. But what was the confo-
quence of al! this ?—The Romans became the
moft abandoned Vvoluptuaries, and, to preferve
their mean pleafures, they crouched as willing
flaves to a fucceffion of the vileft tyrants that
ever difgraced humanity.

What



460 THE FRENCH REVOLUTION. CHAP.IV.

What a noble fund of felf-eftimation wpuld our
fair paitnersacquire to themfelves,if, by referming
the manners of the young generation, they fhould
be the means of reftoring peace to the world'
They have 1t 1n thewr power, by the renewal of the
good old cuftom of carly inflru&ion, and perhaps
ftill more, by imprefling on the minds of their
daughters the fame fentiments, and obliging them
to refpet {obricty gnd decency in the yauth, and
pointedly to withhold therr {mules and civilities
from all who tranfgrefs thefe in the fmallefl de-
gree. This is a methed c:f procecding that wil moeft
certamly be victorous.  Then indeed will the wo-
men be the {aviours of their country. Whalc there-
forc the German fair have been repeatedly Lrand-
ed with having welcomed the Frenchinvaders ¥, let
our Ladies ftand up for the honour of free-born
Britons, by turning againft the pretended enligut-
encrs of the world, the arms which nature has put
into therr hands, and which thofe profligates have
prefumptuoully expected to employ in extend-
ing their influence over mankind. The empire of

“s 1 have met with this charge in many places ; and one
book in particular, wntten by a Piuflian General Officer,
who was m the country over-run by the French troops, gives
a detail of the conduét of the women that 1s very remark-
able. e alfo fays that infidelity has become very prevalent
among the ladies in the higher circles. Indeed this melan-
choly account is to be found 1n many paffages of the private
correfpondence of the Jluminan.

beauty
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beauty is but fhort, but the empire of virtue is
durable; nor is there an inftance to be met with
of its decline. If 1t be yet poffible to reform the
world, 1t is poffible for the fair. By the confti-
tution of human nature, they muft always appear
as the ornament of life, and be the objeéts of
fondnefs and affection ; fo that if any thing can
make head againft the felfifh and overbearing dif-
pofitions of man, it is Lis 1efpectful regard for the
fex. But mere {ondnefs has but little of the ra-
tional cicature 1n it, and we fee it hatbour every
day n the breafl that 15 filled with the meaneft
and moft turbulent paffiens. No where is 1t o
ftrong as in the harems of the Eaft, and as long
as the women afk nothing of the men but fond-
nets and adnmuration, they will get nothing clfe—
they will never be refpected. But let them roufe
themfelves, affett therr dignity, by fhewing their
own clevated fentiments of human nature, and by
acting up to this clum, and they may then com-
mand the world.

V. Another good confequence that thould re-
fult frpm the account that has been given of the
procecdmgs of this confpxraC} 15, that fince tHe
fafcinating piflure of human hte, by which men
have been wheedled into immediatc anarchy and
rebellion, is infincere, and 2 mere artificial crea-
ture of the imagunation, it can have no fleadinefs,
but muft be changed by every freak of fancy, or

by
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by . vooy ingenious {ophift, who can give an equal
plautibility to whatever fuits his prefent views. * It
« as much an airy phantom as aay other whim of
Free Mafonry, and has no prototype, no orginal
pattern in human nature, to which recourfe may
always be had, to correét mif-akes, and keep
things 1n a conftant tenor. Has not France given
the moft unequivocal proofs of this? Was not
the declaration of the Rights of Man, the pro-
duction of their moft brithant Illumirators, a pic-
ture 1 abftratto, where man was placed at a dif
tance from the eye, that no falfe light of local
fituation might pervejt the yudgment or engage
the paffions 7 Was 1t not declared to be the, maf-
terptece of human wifdom? Did not the nation
confider 1t at lefuie? and having 1t contiually
before their eycs, did they not, flep by ftep, aive
their affent to the different articles of their Con-
futution, detived from it, and fabuicated by
their moft choice Mluminators ? And did nat this
Conflitution draw the applaufes of the bright ge-
niufes of other nations, who by this time were bufy
in perfuading, each his countrymen, that they
vere 1gnoramufes in ftatiftics, and patient Yaves
of oppicflion or of ancient prejudices ? Did not
pancgytics on 1t luc from every garret in Lon-
don? \Wheie is it now? where is its fucceffor ?
Has any onc plan of government {ubififted, except
while it was {upported by the 1ncontrollable and

inexorable
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inexorable power of the guillotine? Is not the
prefent adminiftration of France as much as.ever
the object of difcontent and of terror, and its co-
ercions as like as ever to the fummary juftice of
the Parifian mob ? Is there any probability of its
permanency 1n a ftate of peace, when the fears
of a foreign enemy no longer give a confolida-
‘tion to ‘heir meafures, and oblige them either
to agree among themfelves, or immediately to
perifh ?

VI. The above accounts evince in the moft
uncontrovertible manner the dangerous tendency
of all myflical focictiey, and of all affociations
whq hold fectet mcetings. We fee that their
uniform progrefs has been from frivolity and non-
{enfe to wickednefs and fedition. Weifhaupt has
been at great pains to fhow the good effeéts of
fecrecy in the Aflociation, and the arguments are
valid for his purpofe.-—But all his arguments are
fo many diffuafive advices to every tlunking and
fober mind. The man who really wifhes to dif-
cover an abftrufe truth will place himfelf, if pof-
fible, in a ca/m fituation, and will by no means
ex-pofc; himfelf to the impatient hankering forde-
crets and wonders—and he will always fear that
a thing which refolutely conceals itfelf cannot,
bear the hight. All who have ferioufly employed
themfelves in the difcovery of truth have found
the great advantages of open communication of

fentiment.
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fentiment. And 1t 15 againft conmon fenfe to
imagine that there is any thing of vaft import-
ance to mankind which 1s yet a fecret, and which
muft be kept a fecret in order to be ufeful. This
1s againft the whole experience of mankind—And
furely to hug in one’s breaft a fecret of fuch
mighty importance, is to give the lie to all our
profeffions of brotherly love. What a folecifim! a
fecret to enlighten and reform the whole world.—
We render all our endeavours impotent when we
grafp at a thing beyond our power. Let an affo-
ciation be formed with a ferious plan for reform-
ing its own members, anC let them extend their
numbers 1n proportion as they f{ucceed-—this
might do fome good.—But muft the way of do-
ing this be a {ecret P—It may be to many— ~ho
will not look for it where 1t 1s to be found—TI¢ is
this :

« Do gnod,—{eck peace,—~and purfue 1t ”

But it is almoft affronting the rcader to “uppofe
arguments neceflary on this point. If there be a
neceflity for fecrcey, the purpofe of the Affoci-
ation is either ftivolous, or it 1s felfith.

Now, 1n either cafe, the danger cf tuch fecret
affemblics 15 manifeft.—Mere frivolity can never
{erioufly occupy men come to age. And accord-
ingly we fee that in every quarter of Europe
where Free Mafonry has been eftablifhed, the

Lodges



€HAP.IV. THE FRENCH REVOLUTION. 468

Lodges have become feedbeds of public mifchief.
I believe that no ordmary Brother will fay that the
occupations in the Lodges are any thing better
than frivolous, very {rivolous indeed. The diftri-
bution of charity needs be no {ecret, and it i but
a very fmall part of the employment of the meeting,.
This being the cafe, it 1s in human nature that
the greater we fuppofe the frivolity of fuch an
affociation to be, the greater 1s the chance of its
ceafing to give fufficient occupation to the mind,
and the greatet 1s the nifk that the meetings may
be employed to other purpofes which require
concealment. | When #his happens, felf-intereft
alone muft prompt and rule, and now there is no
length that {fome men will not go, when they
think themfelves in no danger of deteétion and
punithment. The whole proceedings of the fe-
cret focieties of Free Mafons on the Continent
{(and I am authorifed to fay, of fome Ludges in
Britain) have taken one turn, and this turn is per-
fectly natural. In all countnes there are men of
licentious morals.  Such men wifh to have a fafe
oppmrSumty of indulging their wits in fatire and
fafcafm; and they are pleafed with the fupport
of others.—The defire of making profelytes 1s in
cvery breaft—and 1t i whetted by the reftraints
of fociety.—And all countries have difcontented
men, whofe gramblings will raife difcontent in
others, who might not have attended to fome of
HH the,
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the tnfiing hard(hips and injuties they met
with, had they not been reminded of them.
To be difcontented, and not to think of fchemes
of redrefs, 15 what we cannot think natural oy
manly ;—and where can fuch ‘entiments apd
fehemes find fuch fafe utterance aud {uch proba-
ble fupport as in a {ecret fociety ? Free Mafonry
is innocent of all thefe things ; but Free Mafonry
has been abufed, and at laft totally perverted—
and o wall and muft any fuch feeret affoeiation,
as long as men are Licentious 1n their opinions or
wicked 1n their dupafitions,

It werg devoutly to be withed therefore that
the whole Fraternity would imitate the truly
penevolent condud of thofe German Lodge: who
have formally broken wup, and made a patriotic
{acrifice of their amufement to the fafety of the
ftate. I cannot.think the facrifice great or coft~
ly. It canbe no difficult matter to find as plea-
fant a way of paffing a vacant howr—and the
charitable deeds of the members need not dimi-
nith in the fmalleft degree. Every perfon’s hittle
gircle of acquaintance will givehim opportuTatics
of gratifying his kind difpofitions, withont tha
chance of belng miftaken in the worth of the per-
fon on whom he beftows his favowrs. There is
ro occafion to go to St. Peterfburg for a poor
Brother, nor to India for a convert to Chriftian-

iy, as long as we fec {o many {uffercrs and infi-
&els among ourfelves,
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But not only are fecret {ocieties dﬁngerous, but
all focieties whofe objec is myfterious. The whole
hiftory of man 1s a proof of this pofition. In no
age of country has there evir appeared a myfte-
rious affociation which did not in time become a
public nufance. Ingenious or defigning men of
letters have attempted to fhow that fome of the
ancient myfteries were ufeful to mankind, contain-
ing ratiopal do@rines of natural rehigion. This
was'the ftrong hold of Weiflsaupt, and he quotes
4he Eleufinian, the Pythagorean, and other my-
fteries. But furely their external figns and tokens
were every thing that 1 fhocking to decency and
civil order. It 1s uncommon prefumption for the
learned of the 18th century to pretend to know
more about them than their contemporaries, ths
philofophers, the lawgivers of antiquity. Thele
give no fuch account of them. I would defire any
perfon who admures the ingenious differtations
of Dr. Warburton to read a dull German book,
called Caraflersftik der Myflerien der Altern, pub-
hihed at Frankfort in 1787. The author con-
terts.himfelf with a patient colleition of every
{&ap of every ancient author who has faid *any
thing about them. If the reader can fee any thing
in them but the moft abfurd and immoral poly-
theifm and fable, he muft take words ura fenfe
that 1s ulelefs in reading any other piece of ancient
compofition. [ have a notion that the Dionyfiacs

HH 2 of
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of Ionia had fome {cientific {ecrets, viz. all the
knowledge of practical mechanics which was em-
ployed by their architeéts and engineers, and that
they were really a Mafonic Fraternity. But,like the
Hluminati, they tagged to the fecrcts of Mafonry
the fecret of drunkennefs and debauchery ; they
had their Sifter Lodges, and at 1afl became rebels,
fubverters of the States where they were protected,
till aiming at the dominion of all fonia, they were
attacked by the neighbouring States,and hifperfed.
They were Nununators too, and wanted to 1n-
troduce the worfhip of Bacchus over the whole
country. Kas 7. Aiovusw 7' Agizey 03w nefispacayres,
pexps ¢ Indins. Strabo — Perhaps the Pythagote-
ans had alfo fome {cientific fecrets - but they too
were Hluminators, and thought it their duty to

overfet the State, and were themfelves overfet.
Nothing 1s fo dangerous asa myftic Aflociation.
The objeét remaining a fecrct in the hands of the
managers, the reft fimply put a ring in their own
nofes, by which they may be led about at plea-
fure ; and full panting after the feeret, they are
the better pleafed the lefs they fce of their way.
A myftical objeét enables the leader to fhuft s
ground as he pleafes, and to accommpdate him-
felf to every current fathion or prejdicc.  This
again gives him almoft unlimited power ; for he
can make ufe of thefe prqyudites to lead men by
troops, He findsthem already aflociated by thewr
prejudices,
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prejudices, and waiting for a leader to concentrate
their ftrength and fet them in motion. And when
once great bodies of men are fet in motion, with
a creatue of their fancy for a guide, even the en-
gineer bimfuit cannot fay, “ Thus far fhalt thou
“ go, and uo farther.”

V' e mmy allo gather from what we have
{fean, that all declamations on univerfal philan-
thiopy are dangeroas. Their natural and imme-
diace cffe@ on the mind is to increafe the difcon-
tents of the unfortunate, and of thofe in the I3-
borious ranks of fe. No one, even of the Illu-
munators, will deny thgg thofe ranks muft be fill-
edy if fociety’ exifts in any degree of cultivation
whatever, and that there will always be a greater
number of men who have no farther profpect.
Surely it 1s unkind to put fuch men continually in
mind of a fiate in-which they might be at their
cafe; and 1t 1s unkindnefs unmixcd, becaufe all
the change that they will produce will be, that
James will ferve John, who formerly was the fer-
vant of James. Such declamations naturally tend
to gaufe men to make light of the obhgations and
duties of common patriotifm, becaufe thefg are
reprefented as fubordinate and inferior to the
greater and more noble affection of univerfal be-
nevolence. I do not pietend to fay that patriot-

i{m is founded in arationally percetved pre-emi-
HH3J nence
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nence or excellence of the fociety with which we
are conne€ted. Butifit be a faék that fociety will
not advance unlefs its members take an intereft 1n
it, and that human nature improves only in {ocie-
ty, furely this intereft thould becherifhed in every
breaft. Perhaps national union arifes from na-
tional animofity;—Dbut they are piainly diftin-
guifhable, and un.on is not neceflarily productive
of injuftice. The fame arguments that have any
force againft patrioti{m arc equally good againft
the preference which natural inftinét gives parents
for their childreny and furely no one can doubt
of the propriety of maintaining this in its full force,
{ubje&t however to the precife laws of juftice. .
But I am in the wrong to adduce paterral or
filial affeCtion in defence of patriotifm and lcyal-
ty, fince even thafe natural inftins are reprobat-
ed by the I//uminati, as hoftile to the all-compre-
hending philanthropy. Mr. de la Metherie fays,
that among the memonals fent from the clubs in
England to the National Affembly, he read two,
{printed,) in which the Aflembly was requefted to
eftablifh a community of wives, and to take chil-
drer from theu parents,and educate them for the
nation. In full comphance with this dictate of
wniverfal philanthropy, Weifhaupt would have
murdered his own child and his concubine,—and
Orleans voted the death of hig near relation.
8 Indeed,
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Indeed, of all the confequences of Illumination,
the moft melancholy 15 this revolution which it
feems to operate in the heart of man,—this fors
cible facrifice of cvery affetion of the heart to an
tdeal divinity, a mere creature of the imagination.
—It feems a prodigy, yet 1t 1s a matter of expe-
rience, that the farther we advance, or vainly
fuppofe that we do advance, in the knowledge of
our mental powers, the more are our moral feel-
ings flattened and done away. I remember reads
ing, long ago, a differtation on the nurfing of in-
fants by a French academician, Le Cointre of Ver-
failles. Heindelicately fupports his theories by the
cafe of his on fon, 2 weak puny infant, whom
his mother was obliged te keep continually ap-
plied toher bofom, fo that fhe rarely could get two
hours of fleep during the tisne of fuckling him.
M. Le Cointre fays, that the contiadted for this
infant « une partialtté tout-a-fait derasfonnble.’ -
Plato, or Socrates, or Cicero, would probably have
explained this by the habitual exercife of pity, a
very endearing emotion.—But eur Academician,
bgtter illuminated, folves it by fhimuli on the pa-

«pille, and on the nerves of the fkin, and by the
meeting of the humifying awras, &c, and dees
not feenf to think that young Le Cointre was
much indebted to hi: mother. It would amufe
me to learn that this was the wretch Le Cointre,
Major of the National Guards of Verfailles, who

RH 4 counte-
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countenanced and encouraged the thocking trea-
fon and barba:ity of thofe ruffians on the sthand
“6th of O&ober 1789. Complete freezing of the
heart would (I think) be the confequence of a
theory which could perfe@ly explam the affec-
tions by vibrations or cryftallizations,—Nay, any
very poniet theory of moral fentiments muft have
fomething of this tendency.~——Perhaps the ancient
{yftems of moral philofophy, which were chiefly
fearches after the fummum bonum, and fyftems of
moral dutics, tended more to form and ftrengthen
the heart, and produce a worthy man, than the
moft perfect theory of modern times, which ex-
plains every phenomenon Bymeans uf a nice ana-
tomy of our affections.

So far therefore as we are really more illumi-
nated, it may chance to give us an eafier victory
over the natural or inflinétive attachmepts of man-
kind, and make the facrifice to univerfal philan-
thropy lcs coftly to the heart. T do not how-
ever pretend to {ay that this 1s really the cafe;
but I think myfelf fully warranted to fay, that in-
creafe of virtuous affections in general bas not
been the fruit of modern INumination. 1 will
not again ficken the reader, by calling his atten-
tion to Weilhaupt and his affuciates or fuccef-
fors. But let us candidly contemplate the world
around us, and particularly the perpetual ad-
vogates of univerfal philanthropy. What have

beea
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been the gene;al effelts of their continual decla-
mations ? Surely very melancholy ; nor can it
eafily be otherwifc.—An ideal ftandard is conti-
nually referred to. This 1s made gigantic, by being
always feen indiftinétly, as through a mift, or
rather a fluttering air.  In comparifon with tlits,
evety feeling that we have been accuftomed to re-
{pect vanifhes as infignificant ; and, adopting the
Jefuitical maxim, that “the great end fancufies
¢ every mean,” this fum of Cofmo-polhitical good
1s made to echipfe or cover all the prefent evils
which muft be endured for it. The faét now 1s,
that we are become {ogfamiliarifed with cnormi-
ties, fuch as brutality to the weaker fex, cruelty
toold age, wanton 1efinement on barbarity, that
we naw hear unmoved accounts of {cenes, from
which, a few years ago, we would have fhrunk
back with horror.  'With cold heatts, and a me-
taphyfical fcale, we meafure the prefent miferies
of our fellow-cicatures, and compare them with
the accumulated mienies of former times, occa-
fioned through a courfe of ages, and afcribed to
the aipbition of Princes. In this artificial man-
ner are the atrocities of France extcnuated ; And
we ftruggle, and partly fucceed, in rcafoning our-
flves out of all the feelings which link men to-
gether in fociety.—The ies of father, hufband,
brother, friend,—all are abandoned for an emo-
tion which we muft even ftnive to excite,—univer-
1
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fal philanthropy. But this is fad perverfion of na-
ture. “ He that loveth not his brother whom he
¢ hath feen, how can he love God whom he hath
“ not feen ?”’—Still lefs can he Jove this ideal be-
ing, of which he labours to conjire up fome in-
diftinét and fleeting notion. It 1s alfo highly ab-
furd ; for, in trying to collect the circumftances
which conflitute the enjoyments of this Citizen
of the World,we find ourfelves juft brought back
to the very moral feelings which we are wantonly
throwing away. Wetthaupt allures us by the hap-
pinefs of the patriarchal Lfe as the fummum bonum
of man. But if it is any+hing more than eating
and fleeping, and {quabbling with the neighbour-
ing patriarchs, it muft confift in the domeftic and
perghbourly affections, and every other agrecable
moral feeling, all which are to be had in our pre-
fent ftate in geater abundance,

But this is all a pretence ;—the wicked ccr-
rupters of mankind have no fuch views of human
felicity, nor would they be contented with it ;—
they want to intrigue and to lead ; and their pa.
triarchal life anfwers the fame purpofe of tickling
the fancy as the Arcadia of the poets. Horate
fhows the frivolity of thefe declamations, without
formally enouncing the moral, in" his pretty
Ode,

Biatus ille qui procul negotiss,
The
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The ufurer, after expatiating on this Arcadian
felicity, hurries away to ’Change, and puts his
whole cath again out to ufury.

Equally ineffeive are the declamations of
Cofmo-politifm on a mind filled with felfifh
paflions ;—they juft ferve it for a fubterfuge.—
The tics of ordinary life are broken in the firft
place, and the Citizen of the World is a wolf
of tle defert.

The unhappy confequence is, that the natural
progrefs of liberty 1s retarded. Had this 7gnmis fa-
zuus not appeared and mifled us, the iunprove-
ments which true Illgmination has really pro-
duced, the increaft in fciences and arts, and
the improvement 1n our eftimate of life and hap-
pinefs, would have continued to work filently
and gradually in all nations; and thofe which
are lefs fortunate i point of government would
alfo have mmproved, by httle and lttle, with~
out lofing any fenfible portion of their prefent
enjoyments in the pofleffion of riches, or honours,
or power. Thofe pretenfions would gradually
hawe, come to balance each other, and true
Kberty, fuch as Britons enjoy, might have tken
place over all.

Inftead of this, the inhabitants of every State
are put into a fituation where every individual is
alarmedrand injured by the fuccefs of another, be-
caufe all pre-eminence is criminal. Therefore there
muft be perpetual jealoufy and ftruggle. Princes

are
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are now alarmed, fince they fee the aim of the
lower claffés, and they repent of therr formei
hiberal conceffions. All parties maintain a fullen
diftance and referve ;—the people become un-
ruly; and the Sovereign hard-hearted; {u that
hiberty, fuch as can be enjoyed in peace, is ba-
nifhed from the country.

VIII. When we {ee how eagerly the Ilumi-
nati endeavoured to infinuate their Brethren into
all offices which gave them 1nfluence on the
public mind, and particularly into femrinaries of
education, we fhould be particularly caretul to
prevent them, and ought to exanune with anxi-
ous attcution the manner of thinking of all who
offer themfelves for teachers of youth. There
is uo part of the feciet conefpondence of Spar-
tacus and ns Affociates, 1n which we fee more va-
ried and artful methods for fecuring pupils, than
in lys own conduét refpelting the ftudents in the
Umverlity, and the 1yunéiions he gives to others.
There are two men, Socher and Drexl, whe
had the general infpe@ion of the fchaols in the
Electorate. They are treated by Spartacus as per-
{ons of the greateft confequence, and the nftrue-
tions given them ftick at no kind of cerruption.
Weithaupt is at pains, by circuitous and mean
arts, to induce young gentlemen to come under
his care, and, to onec wnom he defcribes in an-
other letter as a htile mafter who muft have
much indulgence, he caufes it to be intimated,

that
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their mfluence muft be very great.  Indeed this
anxiety fhould extend to all offices which 1n any
way give the holders any remarkable iufluence
on the minds of confiderable numbers. Such
fhould always be filled by men of immaculate
chara&ters and approved principles; and, 1n times
hke the prefent, where the moft cflential quef~
tions are the fubjeéls of frequent difcuffion, we
fhould always confider with fome diftruft the men
who are very cautious in declaring their opinions
on thefe queftions.

It 1s a great misfortune undoubtedly to feel
ourfelves in a fituation which makes us damp the
enjoyments of life with fo much fufpicion. But
the hiftory of mankind fhows us that many great
revolutions have been produced by remote and
apparently frivolous caufes.  When things come
to a height, it is frequently impoffible to find a
cure—at any rate medicina fero paratur, and it 1s
much better to prevent thedueafe—principris obfa
—UCRICRIL Occurriic ot bo.

IX. Nor can it be {aid that thefe are vain fears.
We know that the encmy is working among; us,
and that there are manv appearances in thefe king-
doms which ftrongly refemble the confrivance
of this dangerous affociation.  We hrow that
before the Order of uinsat: was broken up by
the Eleétor of Bavaua, there weie feveral Lodges
in Britain, and we may be cortain that they are

not
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not all broken up. I know that they are not, and
that within thefe two years fome Lodges were 1g«
norant, or affected to be {o, of the corrupted prin-
ciples and dangerous defigns of the llluminati,
The conftitution of the Order fhows that this
may be, for the Lodges themfelves were illumi-
nated by degrees. But I mufl remark that we can
hardly fuppofe a Lodge to be eftablithed 1n any
place, unlefs there be fome very zealous Brother
at bhand to inftru®t and direCoit.  And I think
that a perfon can haidly be advanced as far as
the rank of Scotch Kmght of the Order, and be
& fafe man either for &ur church or ftate. Tam
very well informed that there are feveral thou-
fands of fubfcribing Brethren in London alone,
and we can hardly doubt but that many of that
number are well advanced. The vocabulary alfe
of the Iluminati is current in certain focieties
among us. Thefe focieties have taken the very
name and conftitution of the French and German
focieties. Correfponding— Afhiliated — Provincial
— Refcript—Convention —Reading Societies—
Citfzen of the World—Liberty and Equality, the
nprefcriptible Rights of Man, &c. &c. And
muft it not be acknowledged that our public ar-
biters of literary mernt have greatly changed their
manner of treatment of theological and political
writings of late years ? Till Paine's Age of Rea-
fon appeared, the moft {ceptical writings of Eng

land
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land kept within the bounds of decency and of
argument, and we have not, in the courfe of two
centuries, one piece that thould be compared with
many of the blackguard produétions of the Ger-
man prefles.  Yet even thofe performances ge-
nerally met with fharp reproof as well as judicious
refutation. This is a tribute of commendation to
which my country is moft juftly entitled. Ina
former part of my life 1 was pretty converfant in
writings of this kind, and have {een almoft every
Englith performance of note. I cannot exprefs
the furptife and difguft which 1 felt at the number
and the grofs indecency of the German differta-
tions which have come in my way fince I began
this hittle hiftory—and many of the titles wihich I
obferve 1n the Leipzig catalogues are fuch as I
think no Britith writer would make ufe of. Tam
told that the licentioufnefs of the prefs has been
equally remarkable in France, even before the
Revolution.—May this fenfe of propriety and
decency long continue to protect us, and {upport
the national chara&er for real good breeding, as
our attainments in manly {cience have hithérto
gained us the refpet of the furrounding nations'!
I cannot help thinking that Rntith fentiment,
or Britifh delicacy, is changed ; for Paine’s book
1s treated by moft of our Reviewers with an af-
fected liberality and candour, and i1s laid before
the public as quite new matter, and a fair field for
difcuflion
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difcuffion—and it ftrikes me as if our critics were
more careful to let no fault of his opponents pafs
unnoticed, than toexpofe the futility and rudenefs
of this indelicate wrjter. In the reviews of poli-
tical writings we feedtew of thofc kind endeavours,
which real love forour conftitutional government
would induce a writer to employ 1n order to
leflen the fretful difcontents of the people; and
there 1s frequently Letrayed a fatisfaction at find-
ing admuniftration in ftraits, cither through mif
conduét or musfortune. Real love for our coun-
trv and its government would (I think) induce a
perfon to mix with hiscntiaifms fome fentiments
of ympathy with the embarrafiment of a mimfter
loaded with the bufinefs of a great nation, in a
fituation never before expericnced by any minifter,
The ¢rific would recolle&t that the nunifter was a
man, {ubje&t to error, but not neceffanly nor alto-
gether bafe. But it feems to be an aflumed prin-
aple with fome of our political writers and re-
viewers that government muft always be in fault,
and that every thing needs a reform.  Such were
thebeginnings on the continent, and we cannot
doubt but that attempts are made to influénce
the public mind in this country, in the very way
that has been prattifed abroad.—Nay,

X. The detcftable docirines of INuminatifm
have been openly preached among us. Has not
Dr. Priefily faid, (I think in one of his letters on

11 the
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the Birmingham riots,) * That if the condition of
“*.other nations be as much improved as that of
“ France will be by the change in her fyftem of
“ government, the great crifis, dreadful as it may
‘¢ appear, will be a confummation devoutly to be
¢ withed for ;—and though calamitous to many,
¢ perhaps to many innocent perfons, will be evens
* tually glorious and happy ?”’=1Is not this equi-
valent to Spartacus {aying, ¢ True—there will be
“a florm, a convulfion—but all will be calm
““again ?"’— Does Dr. Prieftley think that the Bri-
tifh will part more eafily than their neighbours in
France with their propertyr and honours, fecured
by ages of peaceable potledfion, protected by law,
and acquicfced 1n by all who wifh and hope that
their own defcendants may reap the froits of their
honeft induftry 2—~Will they make a lefs manly
ftruggle >—Are they les numerous >—Muft his
friends, his patrons, whom he has thanked, and
praifed, and flattered, yield up all peaceably, or
fall in the general ftruggle ?  This writer has al-
ready given the moft promifing {pecimens of his
own docility in the principles of Illuminatifm,and
has already paffed through feveral degrees of ini-
tiation. He has refined and refined on Chrifti-
anity, and boafts, like another Spartacus, that he
has, at laft, hit on the true fecret.—Has he not
been preparing the minds of his readers for Athe-
ifm by his Theory of Mind, and by his Commen-

tary
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tary on the unmeaning jargon of Dr. Hartley 2
I call it unmeaning jargon, that I may avoid giv-
ing it a more appofite and difgraceful name.
For, if intelligence and defign he nothing but a
certain modification of the wibratuncule or un-
dulations of any kind, what is fupreme intelli-
gence, but a more extenfive, and (perhaps they
will call it) refined undulation, pervading or mix-
ing with all others ? Indeed it is in this very man-
ner that the univerfal operation of intelligence is
pretended to be explained. As any new or par-
tial undulation may be fuperinduced on any other
alreadyexifting, and tlws without the leaft difturb-
anze or confufion, fo’ may the inferior intelli-
gences in the univerfe be only fuperinductions on
the operations of this {upreme intelligence which
pervades them all.—And thus an u.adulation (of
what ? furely of fomething prior to and independ-
ent of this modification) is the caufe of all the
being? in the univerfe, and of all the harmony and
beauty that we obferve.—And this undulation is
the 6bjeé’t of love, and gratitude, and confidence
{thite1s, of other kinds of undulations).—Fortu-
hately all this has no meaning.—But f{urely, if any
thing can tend to diminith the force of our religi-
ous fentiments, and make all Dr. Prieftley’s dif-
coveries in Chriftianity infignificant, this will

do it.
Were it poffible for the departed foul of New-
ton to feel pain, he would furely recolleGwith re-
112 gret
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gret that unhappy hour, when provoked by Dr.
Hooke’s charge of plagiarifm, he firft threw out
his whim of a vibrating ather, to fhow what
might be made of an hypothefis.—For Sir Ifaac
Newton muft be allowed to have paved the way
for much of the atomical philofophy of the mo-
derns. Newton’s ®ther 1s affumed as a _fac totum
by every precipitate {ciolift, who. in defpite of
logic, and in contradition to all the principles of
mecha.mcs, gives us theones of mufcuiar motion,
of animal fenfation, and even of intelligence and
volition, by theundulations of ztherial fluids. Not
one of a hundred of thefe theorifts can go through
the fundamental theorem of all this doétnne, ¢the
47th prop. of the 2d book of the Principia, and
not one in a thoufand know that Newton’s mvef-
tigation 1s inconclufive.—Yet they talk of the ef-
fects and modifications of thofc undulations as fi-
miliarly and confidently as if they could demon-
firate the propofitions 1n Euclid’s Elements.

Yet fuch isthe reafoning that fatisfies Dr. Priefi-
ley.—~But I do not {fuppofe that he has yet attained
his acmé of Ilumination. His genins has been
caanped by Britith prejudices,—~—Thefe need not
{way his mind any longer. He is now in that “rard
< temporis (et loct) felicitate, ubs fentire qua velis, et
“ que fentias dwcere hcet,"—in the country which
was honoured by giving the world the firft avowed
edition of the Age of Reafon, with the nameof the

fhop
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fhop and publither. T make no doubt but that
his mind will now take a higher flight,—and we
may expe&t to fee him fire * that train bv which
“ heboafted that he would blow up the rehigious
¢« eftablithment of his ftupid and enflaved native
“ country.”—Pcace be with him.—But [ gricve
that he has left any of his friends and abettors
among us, who declaim, in the moft violent and
unqualified terms, againft all national Eftablifh~
ments of Religion, and in no friendly terms of
any cftablithments which maintain or allow any
privileged Orders. leczmting much on fuchtopics
increafes the dlﬂ'atrsfa&lon of the lefs fortunate
part of mankind, who naturally repine at advan-
tages which do not arife from the perfonal mert
of the pofleffor, although they are the natural and
neccflary fruits of merit m their anceftors, and of
the juftice and fecurity of our happy Conftitu-
tion. No well informed and fenfible man wijl
deny that the greateft inyury was donc to pure
Religion when Conflantine declared Chriftianity
to,be the Religion of the Empire, and vefted the
Church with all the riches and power of the
Heathen Priefthood  But 1t 1s falfe that this was
the {ource of all or of the worft corruptions of
Chriftianity. The mereft novice in Church Hif-
tory knows that the errors of the Gnoflics, of
the Cerninthians, and others, Jong preceded this
event, and that thoufands loft their lives 1n thofe

113 meta-
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metaphyfical difputes. But I cannot help think-
ing that, in the prefent condition of Europe, re-
ligion would defert the world, if the opinions of
men were not direGted, in fome proper degree, by
National Eftablifhments. ‘Teackers aniong the
Independents wall court popularity. as they have
always courted it; by foftering fome favourite
and difcriminating opinion of their hearers. The
old fubjects of debate have now loft their zeft,
and I fhould fear that the tcachers would find
it a fuccefsful, as it 1s an eafy road to popularity,
to lead their hearers through a feries of refine-
ments, till they are landed, much to their fatis-
fattion, in the Materialifm of Dr. Prieftley. from
which it isbut a ftep to the Atheifm of Diderot
and Condorcet.

Seeing that there are fuch grounds of appre-
henfion, I think that we have caufe tobe on our
guard, and that every man who has enjoyed the
fweets of Britifh liberty fhould be very anxious
indeed to preferve it. We fhould difcourage all
fecret affemblies, which afford opportunities to
the difaffe&ed, and all converfations which fofter
any notions of political perfetion, and create
hankerings after unattainable happinefs. Thele
only increafe the difcontents of the unfortu-
nate, the idle, and the worthlefs.—Above ally
we fhould be careful to difcourage and check
immorality and licentioufnefs in every fhape.

For
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For this will of itfelf fubvert every government,
and will fubjeét us to the vile tyranny of a pro-
fligate mob.

X1. If there has ever beeu a feafon in which
it was proper to call upon the public inftruéors
of the nation to exert themfelves in the caufe of
Religion and of Virtue, it is {urely the prefent.
It appears, from the tenor of the whole narration
before the reader, that Religion and Virtug are
confidered as the great obftacles to the comple-
tion of this plan for overturning the governments
of Europe—and I hope that I have made it evi-
dent that thofe cordpirators have prefuppofed
thit there is deeply rooted in the heart of man
a fincere veneration for unfophifticated Virtue,
and an affeCtionate propenfity to Religion ; that
is, to confider this beautiful world as the pro’-
dution of wifdom and power. refiding in a Be-
ing different fiom the world itfelf, and the na-
tural obje@ of admiration and of love.—I do not
{peak of the truth of this principle at prefent, but
only of its reality, as an impreflion on the heart
of man. Thefe principlgs muft therefore be
worked on,—and they are acknowledged o be
#ftrong, becaufe much art is employed to eradicate
them, or to overwhelm them by other powerful
agents.-—We alfo fee that Religion and Virtue
are confidered by thofe corrupters as clofely
united, and as mutually {upporting each other.

Il 4 This
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This they admt a» a fa&t, and labour to prove
it to be a nuftake.—~And laftly, they cnteitain
no hopes of complete fuccefs till they have ex-
ploded both.

This being the cafe, I hope that T fhall be clear
of all chasge of impropriety, when I addrefs our
national inftructors, and earneftly defire them to
confider this caufe as peculiarly theirs. The
world has been corrupted: under pretence of mo-
ral inftruétion.-—Backwardnefs, thercforc, on
their part, may do inconceivable harm, becaufe
it will moft certanly be interpreted as an ac-
knowledgment of defeat, afid they will be accufed
of indifference and infincerity.—I know that
a modeft man relu@antly comes forward with
any thing that has the appearance of thunking
humfelf wifer or better than hbis neighbours, But
if all are {o bafhful, where will it end? Muft
we allow a parcel of worthlefs profligates, whom
no man would truft with the management of the
moft trifling concern, to pafs with the ignorant
and 1ndolent for tcachers of true wifdom, and
thus entice the whole world into a trap?  They
have' fucceeded with our unfortunate neighbours
onthe continent, and, in Germany, o(to their
fhame be 1t {poken,) they have been affifted even
by rome faithiefs elergymen.

But I will hope better of my countrymen, and
I think that our clergy have encouragement even

f.om
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from the native charadter of Britons. National
comparifons are 1ndeed ungraceful, and are rarely
candid—but I think they may be indulged inthis
inftance. It is of his own countrymen that Vol-
taire {pcaks, when he fays, that ¢ they refem-
“ ble a mixed breed of the monkey and the
¢ tiger,” animals that mix fun with mifcluef, and
that {port with the torments of their prey.
They have indeed given the moft thocking proofs
of the juftnefs of his portrait. It is with a con-
fiderable degree of national pride, therefore, that
I compare the behaviour of the French with that
of the Britifly in a vely fimilar fituation, during
the civil wars and the ufurpation of Cromwell.
There have been more numerous, and infinitely
more, atrocious, crimes committed in France dur-

ing any one half-year fince the beginning of the
Revolution, than during thic whole of that tu-
multuous peried. And 1t fthould be remembered,
that in Britain, at that period, to all other grounds
of difcontent was added no {mall fhare of religious
fanatici{m, a paffion (may T call it) which {cldom
fuls to roufe every angry thought of the heart.

—Much may be hoped for from an carneft and
judicious addrefs to that rich fund of manly kind-
nefs that is confpicuous in the Britith charaéter,—
a fund to which I am periuaded we owe the excel-
lence of our conftitutional government—No where

elfs in Europe are the claims of the different ranks
in
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in fociety {o gencrally and fo candidly admitted.
All feel their force, and all allow them to others.
Henceit happens that they are enjoyed in {o much
peace—hence it happens that the gentry live
among the yeomen and farmers with {o cafy and
familiar a fuperionity :

Extrema per illos
Fuflitia excedens terris vefligia fecst.

Our Clergy are alfo well prepared for the tafk.
For our anceftors differed exceedingly from the
prefent Illuminators in theic notions, and have en-
acted that the clergy fhall be well inftructed in
natural philofophy, judging that a knowledge of
the fymmetry of nature, and the beautiful adjuft-
ment of all her operations, would produce a firm
belief of a wifdom and power which is the fource
of all this fair order, the Author and Condu&or of
all, and therefore the natural object of admiration
and of love. A good heart is open to this impre{-
fion, and feels no relutance, but on the con-
trary a pleafure, in thinking man the fubject of
his government, and the object of his care. This
point being once gained, I fhould thigk that the
falutary truths of Religion will be highly wel-
come. I fhould think that it will be eafly to
convince fuch minds, that in the midft of the
immenfe yaricty of the works of God, there 18

one
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one great plan to which every thing {eems to re-
fer, namely, the crowding this world, to the ut~
moft degree of poffibility, with life, with beings
that enjoy the things around thein, each in its own
degree and manner. Among thefe, man makes a
moft confpicuous figure, and the maximum of his
enroyments feems a capital article in the ways of
Providen e, It will, I think, require little trou-
ble to thew that the natural diftutes of Reli-
gion, or the immediate refults of the belief of
God’s moral government of the untveife, comn-
cide in every circumftance of fentiment, difpo-
fition, and qonduct, swith thofe that are moft
préductive of enjoyment (on the whole) 1n focial
life. The fame train of thought will fhew, that
the r¢al improvements in the pleafures of fociety,
are, in faét, improvements of man’s rational na-
ture, and {o many fteps toward that perfeGtion
which our own confciences tell us we are ca-
pable of, and which Religion encourages us to
bope for 1n another ftate of being.—And thus
will ¢ the ways of Wifdom appear to be ways
+ of pleafantnefs, and all her paths to be
e peace.”

Dwelling on fuch topics, there is no occafion
for any political difrufion. This would be
equally improper and hurtful. Such difcuffions
never fail to produce ill-humour.—But furely the
higheft complacence muft refult from the thought

4 that
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that we are co-operating with the Author of all
wildom and goodnefs, and helping forward the
favounte plans of his providence. Such a thought
muft elévate the mind which thus recognifes a
fort of alhance with the Author of nature.—
Our brethren 1n [ocrety appear brethren indeed,
heirs of the fame hopes, and travelling to the«
fame country. This will be a fort of moral pa-
triotifm, and fthould, I think, produce mutual
forbearance, fince we difcover imperfetions in
all creatures, and are confcious of them in our-
felves—notwithftanding which, we hope to be all
equal at laft 1n worth and4n happinefs.

I thould gladly hope that I fhall not be ‘ac-
cenfed of pretumption in this addrefs.  There
i1 no profeffion that T more fincerely wepect
than that of the religious and moral inftruétor of
my country. [ am {aying nothing here that I
am not accuftomed to urge at much greater
length in the courfe of my profeffional duty. And
1 do not think that T am juftly chargeable with
vamty, when I fuppole that many years of de-
ighttul frudy of the works of God have given me
fomew it more acquantance with them than
is probably attained by thofe who mever think
of the matter, being continually engaged in the
buftie of life.  Should one of this defcription fay
that alts fate or chance, and that « the fame thing
« happensto all,” &c. as 1s but tco common, I

thould
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fhiould think thata prudent man will give fo much
prefelence to my aflertion, as at leaft to think
ferioufly about the thing, before he allow him-
felf any indulgence in things which I affirm to
be highly dangerous to his future peacc and hap-
pinefs.—For this reafon I hope not to beaccufed
of going out of my hne, nor hear any one fay
* The prefent s a
feafon of anxiety, and it 1s the duty of every man
to contribute his mite to the genetal good.

It 15 1 fome fuch hopes that I have wnitten
thefe pages, and if they have any fuch effedt, I
fhall think myfelf forsunate mn having by chance
hit* on fomethung ufeful, when T was only trye
1ng to amufe myfelf during the tedious hours of
bad jhealth and confinement.  No perfon s
moic {enfible of the many unpetts “tions of this
performance than myidl. But, as | bave ng
motive for the publication but the hopesof do-
ing fome good, T tiuft that 1 flall obtain a fa-
vourzble acceptance of my ende tours from an
intelgent, a candid, and 1 good-naturcd pub-
he.” *T moft entreat that 1, be remembered that
fhefe fheets are not the work of an athor
determined to write & book. They were for
the moft part notes, wluch I took from books
1 had borrowed, that 1 might occafionally have
recourfe to them when occupred with Free Ma-
fonry, the firft objeét of my cunofity. My cu-

riofity

* Ne futor wlirn creprdam.
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riofity was diverted to many other thing: as I
went along, and when the lllummati came in my
way, I regretted the time I had thrown away on
Free Mafonry.—But, obferving their connection,
I thought that I perceived the progrefs of one
and the fame defign. This made me eager to
find out any remains of Weifhaupt’s Affociation.
I was not furprifed when I faw marks of its in-
terference in the French Revolution.—In hunting
for clearer proofs I found out the German Union
—and, in fine, the whole appeared to be one
great and wicked project, fermenting ard work-
ing over all Europe.~—~Seme highly refpected
fiiends encouraged me in the hope of doing fome
fervice by laying my informations before the pub-
hic, and faid that no time thould be loft. —T there-
fore fetabout colletting my fcattered faéts.—I un-
dertook this tafk at a time when my official duty
prefled hard on me, and bad health made me very
unfit for ftudy.—The cffeéts of this muft ap-
pear 1n many faults, which I {ee, without being
able at prefent to amend them. I owe this apo-
Iogy to the public, and I truft that my gocd in-
tentions will procure it acceptance *.

Nothing

* While the fheet commencing p. 465 was printing off,

I ¢ct a fight of a work publifhed in Pars laft year, en~
tuled La Coryuration d'Orlrans. Tt confirms all that 1 have
faid refpeé‘tmg the ufe made of the Free Mafon Lodges.~—
Tt gives a parucular account of the fomation of the Jaco-
! bin
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Nothing would give me more fincers pleafure
thau to [ee the whole proved to be a miftake j——
to

bin Club, by the Club Bereton. This lat appears to have
been the Affociation formed with the affiftance of the Ger-
man Deputies, The Jacobin Club had feveral committees,
fimilar to thofe of the National Affembly. Among others,
it had a Committee of Enquiry and Correfpondence, whofe
bufinefs it was to gain partizans, to difcover enemies, to
decide on the merits of the Brethren, and to form fimilar
Clubs in other places.

The Author of the above-mentioned work wiites as fol~
lows, (vol.ii. p. 19.). We may judge of what the D. of
Orleans could do in other places, by what he did during
bis Ttay in England. During his ftay in London, he gained
over to his intereit Lord Stanhope and Dr. Price, two of
the moft refpeftable members of the Revolutzon Society.  This
Society had no other objeét (it faid) but to fupport the
Revolution, which had dniven James Il from the throne of
his anceftors.

Orleans made of this affociation a true Jacchbin Club—-
It entered into correfpondence with the Commuttee of En-

quiry of our Commune, with the fame Comnurtee of our
Jacobin Club, and at laft with our National Aflembly. It
even fent to the Aflembly an oftenfible letter, in which we
may dee the following paflages:

« The Society congratulates the National Affembly of
& Yrance on the Revolution which has taken place io that
“ country. It cannot but earneftly with for the happy
% conclufion 'of fo important a Revolution, and, at the
 fame tune, exprefs the ex'reme fatisfattion which ir feels
“ in reflecting on the glorious example which France has
@ given to the world.” (The Reader will remark, that in
this example are contained all the horrars which had been

exhibited
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to be convinced that there 1s no {uch plot, and
that we run no nik of the contagion; but that
Britain will continue, by the abiding prevalence of
honour, of virtue, and of true religion, to exhi-
bit the famelt fpecimen of cvil government that
ever was feen on earti, and a national character
and conduét not unworthy of the ineftimable ble{-
fings that we emjoy. OQOur excellent Sovereign,
at his acceffion to the throne, declared to his
Parliament that HE GLORILD IN HAVING BEEN
BORN A Briton.—Would to God that all and
each of his {ubjects had entertained the fame
lofty notions of tais good fortunc' Then
would they have laboured, as he has done for

near forty years, to fupport the honour uof the
Britith

exhibited in France before the month of March 1790,
and that before this time, the condu@ of the Duke of Or-
leans on the sth and 6th of O&ober 178y, with all the
fhocking atroaties of thofe days, were fully Luown in
England.)

¢ The Socicty refolves unanimoufly to invite alt the
“ pepple of England to eftabhifh Societies through the
« kingdom, to fupport the principles of the Revolution,”
(look back to p. g412. of this work,) * to form corre-
“ {pondences between themfelves, and by thefe ineans to
¢ cftablifh a great concerted Unmon of all the true Friends
< of Liberty.”

Accordmgly (fays the French author) this was executed,
and Jacob Clubs were eftablifhed 10 feveral cities of Eng-
land, Scotland, and Ireland.
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Britith name, by fetting as bright an example of
domeftic and of public virtue.—Then would
Britons have been indeed the boaft of humanity—
then we fhould have viewed thefe wicked plots
of our neighbours with a {mile of contempt,
and of fincere pity—and there would have been
no need of this imperfe& but well-meant per-
formance.

KK



Tlie Reauer is defpred 1o mfirt the followving Note after the Note
1 page 425

The Author is affured by the Right Honourable Lord
Lanfdown, that the Duke of Orléans never fiw or converfed
with Dr. Price.
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POSTSCRIPT.

ALEHOUGH 1 {aw no reafon to doubr of the
vahdity of the proofssvluch I have offercd i the
preccding l;nges, of a confpracy againft the
deareft intercfts of every nation of Europe, nor
of the importance of the mformation to my own
émm’tr\'mcn. it gives me gieat fatisfaction to
lcarn that it has becn iteceived with favour and
mndulgence.  This I may conclude frowa the sm-
preflion’s being exhaufted in 3 few days, and be-
caule the publifher informs me that another edi-
tion'1s wanted immediarely. I could have wifhed
that, this were deferred for {oiae time, that I
=might have availed myfelf “of the obfervations of
others, and be crabled to correét the miftakes
into which I have been led by m1 fcanty know-
ledge of the German laguage, and the nuftakes
of the writers from whom I derived all my -
foumations. I fhould, in that cafe, have at-

K K2 fempted
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tempted to make the work more worthy of the
public eye, by correfting many imperfetions,
which the continual diftration of bad health,
and my hafte to bring it before the public, have
occafioned. [ fhould have made the diipofition
more natural and perfpicuous, and have lopped
off {ome redundances and repetitions. But the
printer tells me, that this would greatly retard
the publication, by changing the feries of the
pages. At any rate, Iam not at prefent in a
eondition to engage in any work that requires
difpatch. I muft yield therefore to thofe rea-
fons, and content mjfelf with fuch correélwm
as tan be made immediately.

I have found, after minute enquiry, that I
was muftaken as to the expreffion of an cmjirent
follower of Dr. Prieftley, mentioned in p.435.
The perfon alluded to difelaims all fanguinary
procecdings, and my information arofe from a
very erroneous account which was circulated of
the converfation. But I fill think the caution
equally neceffary, which I recommended to the
hearers of the frequent and violent declamations
made by thofe alluded to againft all religious
eftablifhments.

Except the anecdote of Diderot’s library, I do
not recollect another affertion in the book, for
which I have not the authority of printed evi-
dence. 'This ftory was told me by fo many per-

fons
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fons of credit, who were on the fpot at the time;
that I have no doubt of its truth.

I have been told by a refpectable member of
the Gallican Church, that I have gone out of my
road in the 32d and 6oth pages of the former
editions, in order to be unjuftly fevere on the
French Clergy, and have reprefented the majority
of their prelates as abandoned to the excefs of
wvice ; {o.that inftead of giving proofs of a cons
{piracy to overturn the ftate, 1 have given unde-
niable arguments in juftification of the horrors
of the revolution.

This was.by no nfeans my thought or my in-
tention. 1 meant to prove that the machinations
of the Illuminati, whether affociated under that
dengmination or not, had contributed to the re-
volution, by making a revolution, unfavourable
to virtue and good erder, 1n the public mind.
But I was well aware that thefe plots were not thes
Jsle, nor perhaps the chref, caufe of that extraor-
dingry event. This caution I began to exprefs
in page 54, line 29, and it is repeated in other
placts, as it feemed to be neceffary. When
fpeaking of the other caufes of difcontent, theres
fore, I was neceflarily fuppofing the co-operation
of the Illuminati and their friends, and T’ mieant
to exprefs the combined effe® of both. The
whole work bears evident marks of the way in
which it was compofed, and which made an apo-

K K3 logy,
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logy, and the requeft of indulgence, neceflary on
my part. It is plain that, mn the carly parts of
it, I had not viewed the {ubject 1n all its circum-
ftances, which opened on me by degrees, although
they lLad been really combined from the begin:
ning.  Had the proprictors of the copy nght
found it prudent to delay this cdirion till my
health and relaxation from academical duty thould
enable mc to put the whole in its proper form,
I imagine that the above-mentioned imputation
would ceafc; but as this delay cannot be ob-
tained, I have fubftituted for the paffages coms
plained of an account of wnat 1 believe to have
been the opinion of the French nation, explain-
ing, as I go along, how 1t was heightened by the
fecret operations of the impious and feditrous.
I frankly acknowledge that the expreffions i the
former edition wcre too categorical, and‘had
ot the proper reftriétions and qualifications.

I therefore embrace with fatisfaction the op-
portunity of this cdition to infert in the Poft-
{eript my feeble teftimony to the great and ex-
emplary piety, chanty, .and other Chuftiary vir-
tues, which adorned the characters of many of’
the French digmified Clergy. The names of De
1a Motte d’Orleans, and Machault, Bithops of
Amiens, of de Hercé, de la Murche, de Juignées,
Beaumont, and many others, will always be re-

vered by the friends of true rehgion, Nor can
all
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all the malice of the pretended Tluminators of
the world obfcure the noble examples of prety
and fortitude exhibited by u great maority of
the Cleregy of all ranks duriig the horrid tyran-
nies of Marat and Robelpieire.  They may afz
ctibe this to a corporation {pirit, or to bigotted
adherence to the court of Rome; but it 15 weld
known that the Gallican Church had long before
this time eftablithed its independence. By far
the greateft number of thofc worthy men were
martyrs to their {enfe of the f{acred obligation of
an oath, and to their conviction that in the fos-
- - - . .
feiture of their vow they mufl enhifl themfelves
in the {ervice of imprety and of rebellion. A gen-
tleman of excellent judgment, who wis witnefs
of #he jomt declaration of near goo prefts of
different 1anks at Thouloufe, told me that their
{pokefman faid to the judges, ¥ we fhall give
“ the French nation this example of levity, hy
“ Dbreaking an cath which we have taken volun-
* tartly, without all conftramnt, and after mature
$¢ refleétion, and which many of us have repeated
« oftener than once, our Mew engagement v:l]l be
“ but empty words, and we fhall ruin the vety
‘ conftitation which we are required to fupport,
“ becaufe we [hall 1'nétion the emancipation of
“ the nation, at every change of populir opinion,
' trom the awful and folemn confederation of the
“ 14th of July laft.” Thefe were words of pro-
KK 4 phecy,
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phecy, and fhewed in a very few months, that
thole ftupid bigots, as they were called, were fa-
gacious judges of human nature, and that the
philofophers were really the ignorant and the bi-
gotted.

But #lthough T did not mean to fay, or even
to infinuate, that the major part of the clergy, or
of the prelates, were equally corrupted with the
laity of fimilar rank, I did mean to. fay that
abufcs had gotten into the church, and were in
general operation, which loudly called for a re-
form, and that this reform was eagerly fought by
the nation, - .

Nor was this lightly faid, When a Proteftant
refleCts on the greater number of the religious
obfervances of the Church of Rome, which a.ife
from, or are connefted with the {uppofed merits
and f{ervices of the faints and martyrs—when he
refle&ts on the authority of the Bithop of Rome,
on auricular confeflion, monaftic vows, penances,
indulgences, and other great articles of their con-
feflion, he will think me excufed, and perhaps
juftified, 1n my ftrongeft expreflions—efpeciatly if
he alio recolleéts that there was at this time a
very great number in France, who, if mot Protef-
tants by profeffion, yet agreed with them in many
amportant points.

But there are three points in the praftice,
not in the written conftitution of the Gallican

Church,



PQSTSCRIPT. 503

Church, which gave great offence to the bulk of
the Nation, alienated the minds of the people
from the eftablifhment, and gave the readielt and
moft effeCtual handle to the feditious to difturb
the ftate, and to the impious to overturn the re-
hgion. The firfl was the rigid appropiiation of
the high flations in the church by the great no-
bility, This was in fome meafyre the parent of
the other two. The fecond was the prelates de-
ierting their diocefcs, refiding in the capital, and
haunting the court. The laft was their haughty
and oppreffive treatment of the parith priefts,
With refpet to thie firft, although a Bithop of
Inguier, iu a fermon before the King, maintained
its propriety, and fpoke much of the Jomour of
notle birth (a ftrange topic when finners are al-
iembled in the Invoked prefence of God) much
of the grands manrs, and of the honetété impo-
Jante of a Bifhop of high noblefle ; yet 1 cannot
help thinking that one muft be fomething more
than man to acquire that humble fimplicity of
ht:,'art and hfe which adorned the chara&er of a
prithitiye Bifhop of the Ghnftian church, in the
midft of the contagious habits of his wor]dry fta-
tion, furreunded by luxury and diffipation, In-
ftead of wondering when we fee fome of thefe
nobles deviate from the paths of purity and of
penevolence, we may rather wander when we fee

o
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fo many perfevere in this fteep and difficult road.
Such men are indeed fhining examples of the
power of tiue religion ; and their heroic virtue
meets with the fweeteft reward—they are be-
loved—and almolt worthipped. Such was the
influence of virtue, that Louis XV. always rofe
up when he faw Dela Motte d’Orleans. He
always handed him to the docr at parting,
and ufed to fay to hum, with the tear flanding in
his eye, ¢ Good fir, pray for me.” But examples
of this kind muft always be rare, and our general
obfervation of human nature muft make us
“believe, that the appropriation of thte enormous
revenues of the bithoprics by thofe accuftomed
to confider magnificent living as & thing natural
and proper, will naturally diminith the fhaec of
thofe revenues that was intended for the poor by
the pious donors, the Bithop thinking all the
while that he is only {upporting his native
rank.

This partiality in the difpofal of bifhnprics
was always complained of, but in vain, and the
nation was offended with fecing emiment talents
and great virtue doomed by inferior biith to.
languifh 1n obfcurity.

The court refidence was almoft the neceflary
confequence of this partiality; for 1t was this
that made a great ecelehaftical revenuc almoft a
neceflary of life, and therefore made 1t neceffary

to
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to be at hand, and to be in favour. Every thing
is cariied on at coutt by intrigue, and a Bithop
cannot fucceed if he docs not engage in it,
Durnng thereign of Louis XV. preferment could
not be obtained without the interference and the
favour of the favourue of the day—NMdle, Ar-
noulx, is fad to have fold and given away many
church Iivings.  What mortification to & Bithop
muft 1t not be, and what abafement of dignity,
te court fuch a protectiels > Madame du Barry
had the nmpudence to write to Abbé Beauvas,
threateming him with royal vengeance for having
yet this

dared to aljude to lrerin a fermon
ghots infvlt was not refented by the Bithops, and
the few/le des bepefices was full 1n her hands.
Ip reading the voluminous Memor ¢s pour fervir
&L fiffoiie, &c. we mcet with Bifhops and Abbés
at cvery turn, in the charaéter of Financiers,
Controleurs, Procurcuis, Mimifters, &< And
all this 1s mentioned without any naik of difap-
pro.batlon.-,No——lt was a common thing—~and
no impropriety was oblerved m it Docs not
thig fhew that the 1chgous dutics of a Bithop
were not confidered by themfelves as o very
great moment, and that they could cafily be ful-
filled by a deputy ? Yet non-refidence was much
complained of by the diccefans, both clergy and
Jaity—for very obvious reafons—~the laity did
aot Lke to have thewr Bifhop abfent, {pending
9 the
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the capital the vaft fums drawn from the diocefe,
—Thc clergy {uffered by the want of their prelate
and 'his court—and all their buiines muft bc
tranfafted with his deputics—and the poor fuf-
fered exceedingly for want of hi: infpection of
thofe appointed to relieve their wants, and
by the rapacity of the in{ermediate officers.
~The King was frequently obliged to fend
individuals to their diocefes, and in 1784 he
fent a circular letter to all thofe who were near
the court, bidding them go home immediately,
and ncver to approach the capital without his
permiffion atked and given.

No abufe of ecclefiaftical authority was fo
much complained of as the haughty and oppref-
fivetreatment of the Cuiés by the Bithopa. Thefe
men were evidently the moft ufeful members of
the church, and no other are neceffary in a {mall
ftate for all the Chriftian purpofes of worfhip and
of religious inftruction; and Bifhops are necefs
fary in a great empire like France, only to give
unity to the fervices of the Curés, to make them
all teach the fame dogtrines, and celebrate the
fame'worfhip, and to preferve every thins in order,
The Curé lives in the midft of lis flock, in-
firudts the ignorant, vifits the fick, comforts the
dying, reproves the offender, reconciles thofe wha
fall out, prefides at marriages, births, and funerals,
and does a thoufand good offices to his parithion»

ers.
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ers.  He is commonly of kumblé birth, and has
all the innocent prejudices of his flock.—His
fuppofed condition al{o refembles their’s.  Both
complain of the humiliations and oppreflions
that they meet with from their fuperiors. If
therefore a Curé difchargeslus officc with decency,
he muft be cherxfh?d by the people.+They are
reprefented by all parties as an amiable and re-
Ipectable fet of men. Itis worthy of remark, that
the Curé de willage 15 painied in this hght in all
novels, little tales, dramas, &c. {o that 1t 15 highly
probable that this was their general character.
To fee fuch favouritestreated with authority can-
not pleafe—to fee them infulted or humbled
muft offend—but to fee them alfo injured and
opprefied cannot fail to irritate.  Accordingly
sothing hurt the high clergy fo much as the
complaints of the Curés. The turbulent and fe-
ditious found them the moft effeflive tools for
their purpofe—by encouraging their complaints,
and augmenting them with the hit of their own,
and by getting them to influence the minds of
théir fimple parifhioners, the difcontents of the
people were greatly increafed. They were alfo
the tools of the {ceptics and the impious, with-
out knowing it-—for by fomenting the dif-
ferences between thein and their fuperiors, and
thus leaguing the people againft the digmitarics
of the church, every eye was direCted to their

{malleft
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fmalleft mifderneanour.— As the mutual diff'ities
faction encreafed, the Bithops would treat the
Curés with miore feverity—and when this was
bitterly defcanted on by defigning men, the epif-
copal character was hurt, and thzy were repre-
fented as interefled hypocrites, and religion as
nothing but a contrivance for procuring them an
mmmenfe revenue and uncontroulable authority.

That therc 1» fome foundation for thus accuta-
tion of the clergy, might be prefumed from
remarking that they ftood, mn relation to the
Curés, on the fame footing as the Nobles, 1n re-
lation to the Rotuilers— And we fhould expect
the fame prejudices 1n {fome degree—mitigated,
perhaps, by the nfluence of Rehgion—but ftill
exifting in the mind of wnperfect man, and ope-
ratin with morc o1 lefs force, according to ihe
character of the individual.—We fhould cxpeft
it to be morc uniform and f{yftematic, in perfons
accuftomed to do every thing with method.

But we are not left to this conjectural arpu-
ment. Many complaints have been made by
the Curés in particular diocefes, of the haughty,
opprefhive, and upjuft conduct of their Bithop:
One mode of opprefion has been repeatedly
brought forward. Inftead of annual taxes, the
Church prefents to the King, at the end of every
four or five years, what is called a douatrve.
‘This is prefented by the archbifliops, bithops;

great
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great abbots, and heads of religious houfes, who
fuft agrec among themfclves about the fum, and
then levy 1t by taxing their dioce{es.  They are
faid to allocate the tax m fuch a mauner as
that they fhall pay lttle or nothing themiclves,
and the Curés thall pay almoift the whole. I re-
member rcading a complant of tlus kind made
about 1780 to the Parhament at the Tour-
nelle, againft the Bithop of Charties. He
was caft, and fentenced te iepay £. 1,500 flerling,
which he had illcgally taxed Ins Curés.  As tlus
diocefe has 500 parithes, he had overtaxed cach
Curé about /.3, a gonfiderable fum fiom a
{mgll Iiving. ® Long before this, the Curés had
attempted to lay this gilevance at the foot of
the throne. 1remembel feemng, mnthe year 1774,
in the®hands of a gentleman of the Gerps Diplo-
motifues 3 memonial of then grievances, intended
to be prefented to the young King. I remember
that 1t was chiefly a plun ftatement of faéts
and calculations, by which the propoition of
the donative Jud on the Curés appeared to be
excaflive. It was intercepted, and the perfon
gommiffioned to get it prefented, was fereed
with a lettre de cachet, 1n confequence of his
umportunate teazing the fuperannuatcd Mau-
repas. I remember tuar fome of the Bithops,
by name, were charged with very oppreffive
Era&ices indeed, taxing Curés who did mot

enjoy
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enjoy the tithes of their paruhes, but had oxnly
a imall falary, like our curates, paid them by
the Abbey on which the parithes depended, and
which received the whole tythes. This was faid
to be illegal, and it was plainly unjuft and cruel.
I cannot conceive that fuch things could have
been inferted in a memorial to his Majefty
without ftrong grounds, becaufe the confe-
quences of fuch defamation would have been
dreadful. I remember alfo that, during our
contefts with our American colonies, when my
attention was a good deal turned to the affairs
of France, a paper fell into my hands called La
Remonfirance des Cu és, in which their grievar.ces
were ftll more minutely defcribed, and their
Hlegality demonftrated to my fatisfaction. It was
indeed anonymous, but it referred contir;ually
to papers of public notoriety, and particulariy to
a memorial in the name of the Curés of Dau-
phigné and Provence. I recollett this much of
it, that they had petitioned their Bifhops to
meet with them and adjuft matters. Their pe-
tition had been rejedted as feditious, and. ‘hey
were ordered to remain at their parifhes. But
they applied to the parliaments of the pro-
vinces, which gave them leave to meet among
themfelves. They did {o, and drew up a pe-
tition, which they fent to Paris by two deputies,
who waited on Mr. Necker.—He eagerly, and

tH infidioudly,
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infidioufly, embraced this opportunity of em-
ploying the Curés to humble the Buthops, and
the deputies were i high expeations. They
probably blabbed their fuccefs; for the Bifhaps
refiding 1n Paris got word of 1t, and prgcured an
order which obhged the deputies to return to
their parithes on the third day after their arrival
in Pans.  The petition however was printed and
circulated (probably by Necker) with great ra-
pidity, and met with univerfal approbation. The
remonftrance ftates, that the coniequences of 1ts
popularity and diffemination through the king-
dom was that the Curgs of feveral other provinces
Joired with fhe firft petitioners, and the affair
became very ferious. But the prelates obtaned
a royal edi&, making it treafonable for the
Curés of a diocefe to aflemble for any bufinefs in
a greattr number than thuteen, onc of whom
muft be aperfon of rank in the chapter. The re-
monfirance was extremely well written, without
a fingle word of declamation. It was rathera
dry difcuffion of law ponts, and a learned nvef-
tigation of the origmn of the different authorities
11in the Church. What particularly ftruck me,avas
the pitifu! average of the parochial benefices. I
had always imagined. that the parfons or rectors
of parithes were provided fomethting like our own,
{o that the clergyman,who really bears the burden
and the heat of the day in the evangelical harveft,

LL might



514 POSTSCRIPT.

might not enly be at his eafe, and have {fome-
thing of his own which he could employ in atts
of generofity, but could keep up fuch an appear-
ance as fhould make him a welcome gueft among
the principal inhabitants of his parifh, and give
fome weight to his counfels and his mannerly . ad-
monitions, and procure him a ufeful refpeét and
authonity among the fimple villagers. I was
much furprifed and morufied to find that the
average of the country benefices did not exceed
£. 50 per annum, and many fell far below it.
Some were reduced by thofe taxations to £.25.
This {urely was indigence, tven although celibacy
freed the Curé from the expences of a family;
but he could not fupport an aged parent o1 an
unprovided fifter, nor relieve the poor. I dovbt
not but that every man, who thinks fenouﬁ; on
the office of a parochial mimfter, will feel indig-
nation at the laws which condemn him to an in-
digence that is quite unfuitable to the cultivation
of his mind, and to his honourable office of in-
ftructing hiis people in the duties of life, and con-
dutting the worthip of Almighty God ; 'which
thé Bithop, whofe dutics are, in fadt, fubfervient
to thofe of the Curé, has an ample revenue,
befides the dipofal of a much greater, for the re-
lief of the poor, and other important fervices to
focsety,  Temporal comforts, and the pleafures of
beneficence, and every thing that can make life

happy,
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happy, are fhowered on him who ftands leaft in
need of them, and are refufed to him whofe fer-
vices give him a juft clam to thefe rewards.
Can impiety and infideluy find a fitter topic to
{peak from, when they with to ruin the eftablith-
ed Jeligion of France? I may furely exprefs my
withes to fee a great reform 1n this particular,
without being 1uftly accufed of prefenting 1n ar-
gument for all the horrors of the French Revo-
lution.

I fcorn to rake the {candalous chronicles for
the faults of individuals—or even to mention
fome of great magmtude zad notouicty—the
pomts I nfit on we gencral.—At the fame
time Imufl fay, that there 15 certamnly fome
effential defect 1n the Church, which not only
tolczatf’s, but loads with 1ts wealth and honours,
tuch men as Dubors, Trrave, and others whom
I could name.—Drd the rulers of the Chusch take
half the pains, or employ half the authority, in
maintaimng the honour of the ecclefiaftical cha-
rd&e;, that they employ 1n defending and increal-
ing “the wealth and powey of the church, we
fhould neither have heard of thofe exceptionible
maxims of church admimftration, nor had fo
many exai.npfcs of the unhecoming conduct of
individuals.

I was not furpnifed, noc difpleafed, with the
obtervarions 1made on this performance in the
Analytical Review—1I expetted it—It fhould have

WL 2 occurred,
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qccurred, however, to the Reviewer, that a candid
reader will admut the chief proofs that I bring of
the exiftence of a confpiracy, viz. the private corre-
fpondence of the [{lutninati, when fhe finds theirau-
thenticity admitted by Weithaup- himftlf, asisob-
ferved 1n page 170 ; he has even the affurance,to
think, that thefe letters will juftifyhim in the mind
of all but blood thirfty law-givers, fuch as the
Britith Houfes of Parliament, which certainly con-
fider his intended deed asa murderous deed.—To
thofe proofs Iadd Knigge’s final declaration, and
the account of the myfteries attefted by Grott-
man, who was neither a defpot nora prieft.~The
Reviewers ferioufly maintain a thing which they
have long known to be falfe—for in the forcign
Reviews, from which they take their accounts of
Germanhaoks, they have feen thofe private letters,
and the review, with encomiums, of the very'pub-
lication of Weifhaupt's, when he acknowledges
the authenticity of the private letters, Indeed
they might have given all the information that I
have givencight orten yearsago—1I think that they
could not fec the reviews which they have ex-
trafted from the Laterary Journalof Jena, without
feeing the reviews of the picees I have quoted.—
The fcle@tion which they have made, and the
omiffion of a thing {o :cmarkable and alarming
as the aflociation in Bavaria, thew very plainly
what turn they wifh to give the public mind.

Tam
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T am difpofed to think, that they have not fuc-
ceeded to their with—For this Wark has met
with a very favourable reccption, notwithftanding
its great imperfeCtions, and the endeavours of
thofe writers todecry it. This is not dictated
by any thing like vanity, for I am fenfible that all
its ment lies in its being the firft meffenger of a
wonderful and interefting ftory.

Iam alfo told, that I have not had fufficient
authority for the ancedote concerning Frederick
1L in page 89, or the anecdote 1n page 457. They
are not material—ngr are they to the difcredit of
the parties—nor am I convinced that my infor-
mation has been 1ll founded, It is very likely that
I have not given the precife words of the fpeakers
—Dblut there are circumftances which perfuade
m¢€ tieat they did exprefs {entiments to the fame
purpofe.

As the poetical piture of unqualified Liberty
and Equality, and the indolent pleafures of the
patriarchal lif are the charm by which the Jliu-
mmators hope to falcinate all hearts, and as they
reprobate every conftruction of fociety which to-
lerates any permanent fubosdination, and parti-
cularly fu¢h as found this {fubordination on dif-
tin@ions of ranks, aud fcout all privileges al-
lowed to particular orders of men, I hope that it
will not be thought foreign to the general pur-

pofe of the foregoing Work, if I with great de-
LL 3 ference,
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ference, lay before the Reader fome of my rea-
Tons for afferting, without hefitation, in page 144,
that the Britifh confhitution is the only one that
will give permanent happinefs to a great and lux-
urious nation, and is peculiarly calculated to give
full exercife to the beft propenfities of cultivated
minds. I am the more defirous of doing this,
becaufe 1t feems to me that moft of the political
writers on the Continent, and many of my coun-
trymen, have rot attended to important cncum-
ftances which difingwith our conftitution from
the States General of France.and other ccuntries.
The republicans in France have, fince the Reve-
lution, employcd the pains in fearching their re-
cords, which ought to have been taken before
the convocation of the States, and which would
probably have prevented that ftep altogetler.
They have fhewn that the meetings of the States,
if we except that in 1614 and 1483, were uni-
formly occafions of mutual conteft between the
different Orders, 1n which the interefts of the na-
tion and the authority of the Crown were cquaily
forgacten, and the kingdom was plunged into all
the horrors of a rancorous cvil war.  Of tlus
they give us a remarkable inftance during the
captivity of King John m 1355 and 1356, the
horrors of which were hardly exceeded by any
thire tht has Leppened 1n our days.  They have
fthewn the fame difmal confequences of the af:

* {embly
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fembly of the.different Orders in Brabant; and
ftill more remarkably in Sweden and Denmark,
where they have frequently produced a revolu-
tion and change of government, 2!l of which
have terminated in the abfolute govcrnment, ei-
thér of the Crown, or of one of the contending
Orders.  They laugh at the fimphaty of the Bri-
tifh for expeétng that the petmanent fruits of
cur conflitution, which 1s founded on the fame
Jarring principles, fhall be any berter, and affert,
that the peaceable cxercife of 1ts feveral powers
for fomewhat more than a century, (a thing ne-
ver cxperiented by us 1n former t.unes,) has pro-
ceeded from crcumftances merely acadental.
With much addrefs they have fulected the foimer
difterbances, and have connected them by a fort
of prigaiple, fo as to fupport ther {yftem, * that
“« g States General or Parfiuscnt, confifting of

"~

¢ a reprefentation of the different clafles of it
“ zens, can never deliberate for the general
“ gvod, but muft always occupy thewr time in
« gontentions about ther mutual invafions of
¢ p;n'lege, and will faddie every aud to th'c ex-
“ ecutive power, with fome unjuft and rumous
“ aggrandifenient of the victorious Order.”
They have the cfffontury to give the Macna
CuARTA as an inftance of an ufurpation of the
oreat feudatories, and have reprefented it in
fuch a hght as to make 1t the game of ther wri-
LL 4 ters
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tersand of the tribunes—All this they have done
in order to reconcile the minds of the few think-
ing men of the nation to the abolition of the dif-
ferent Orders of the State, and to their Natioaal
Convention in the form of a chaotic mafs of
Frenchmen, one and indivifible :

Non bene junitarum difcordia feming rerum,

Ubi frigida pugnabani calidis, bumentia ficcis,
Aolia cum duris, fine pondere habentia ponduse

Their reafonings would be juft, and their
proofs from hiftory would be convincing, if their
premifes were true; if the Britith Parliament
were really an affembly of three Orders, either
perfonally, or by reprefentation, deliberating
apart, each having a vero on the decifions of the
other two. And I apprehend that moft of my
countrymen, who have not had occafion to can-
vas the {ubject with much attention, fuppofe tiis
to be really the Britith conftitution ; for, in the
ordinary table converfations on the {ubjeét, they
feldom go farther, and talk with great compla-
cence of the balance of hoftile Powers, of- the
King as the umpire of differences, and of the
peace and profperity that refults from the whole.

But I cannot help thinking that thic is a mif-
conception, almoft in every circumftance. 1 do
not know any oppofite interefts in the State, ex-
cept the general one of the governor and the
governed, the king and the fubje®.—If there is

an
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an vmpire in our conftitution, it is the Houfe
of Lords—but this is not as a reprefentation of
the perfons of birth, but as a court of hereditary
magiftrates : the Peers do not mwcet to defend
thsir own privileges as citizens, but either as the
counfellors of the King, or as judges in the laft
refort. The privileges for which we fee them
fometimes contend, are not the privileges of the
high-born, of the great vaffals of the Crown, but
the privileges of the Houfe of Lords, of the fu-
preme Court of Judicature, or of the King’s Coun-
cil, In all the natiox.ls on the Continent, the dif-
fejent Orders, as they are called, of the State,
are corporations, bodies politic, which have jurif-
dittion within themfelves, and rights which they
can‘'maintain at their own hand, and privileges
whiclr mark them moft diftinétly, and produce
fuch a complete feparation between the different
Orders, that they can no more mix than oii and
water. Yet the great prefident Montefquicu
{ays, that the Peerage of England is a body of
Nobility ; and he ufes the term Jody in the ftrict
fenfe now mentioned, as *fynonymous to corpo-
ration. He has repeatedly ufed this term to de-
note the fecond order of Frenchmen, perfons of
‘hoble birth, or ennoled, (that is, vefted in the
privileges and difunctions of the nobly born,)
united by law, and having authority to maintain

their privileges, The hiftory of France, nay of
our
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our own.country, fhows us that this body may
enjoy all its diftin@ions of nobil.ty, and that the
Great Barons may cnjoy the prerogatives of their
baronies, although the authority of the Crown
15 almoft annihilated.—We have no cogent
realon, therefore, for thinking that they will be
conftantly carcful to fupport the authority of the
Crown ; and much lefs to believe that they will,
at the {ame time, watch over the hiberties of the
people. In the ele@ion of their reprefentatives,
{for the whole bodv of the gentlemen muft ap-
pear by reprefentation,) we muft not expect that
they will felect fuch of their own number as will
take care of thofe two effential objeéts of our con-
futution.—Equally yealous of the authonty of the
Crown and of the encroachments of all thole wha
are not gentlemen, and even fearful of the af-
fumptions of the Great Barons, the powerful
individuals of thewr own order, they will always
chaofe {uch reprefentatives as will defend their
own nightsin the firft place. Such perfons arc by
no means fit for mantaining the properauthority
of the Crown, and keeping the reprefentatives of
the lower claffes withun proper bounds.

But this 15 not the nature of our'Houfe of
Lords in the prefent day. It was {o formerly in
a great meafure, and bad the fame effeéts as in
other countries. But fince the Revolution, the
Pcers of Great Britain have no important privi-

leges
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leges which rclate merely or chiefly to birth.
Thefe all refer to their functions as Magiftrates
of the Supreme Court. The King can, at any
time, place in this Houfe any eminent perfon
Wl:om he thinks worthy of the office of hereditary
magftrate. The Peers are noble—that 1s, re-
markable, tl'uftrious ; but are not neceflanly,
nor n every nftance. perfons of high birth.
This Houfe therefore is nnt, in any fort, the re-
prefentative of what 1s called 1n France the No-
blefle—a particular caft of the nation ;—nor is
it a junction of the propretors of the great fees
o$ the Crown, as luch ,—for many, very many,
of the gicateft baronies are 1n the hands of thofe
we call Commoners.—They fit as the King’s
‘Cotnfellors, or as Judges.—Therefore the mem-
bets ©f our Upper Houfe aie not fwayed by
the prejudices of any clafs of the citizens. They
are hereditary magftrates created by the Sove-
reign, for lus countel, to detend his prerogatives,
to hold the balance between the throne and the
peaple.  The greateft part of the Noblity (in the
continental fenfe of the v;ord) are not callel into
this Houfe, but they may be members of the
Lower Houfe, which we call the Commons ; nay
he fons and the brothers of the Peers are in the
gme fituation. The Peers therefore cannot be

hoftile or indifferent to the liberty, the rights, or
the
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the happines of the Commons, without being
the enemies of their own families.

Nor is our Houfe of Commons at all fimilar to
the Third Eftate of any of the neighbouring king-
doms. They are not the reprefentatives of the
ignobly born, or of any clafs of citizens., The
members are the proper reprefentatives of the
whole nation, and confift of perlons of every clafs,
perfons of the higheft birth, perfons of great fortune,
perfons of education, of knowledge, of talents.

"Thus the caufes of diffenfion which refer to the
difinctive rights or prerogatives of the different
claffes of citizens are removed, becdufe in each
Houfe there are many individuals feleGted from
all the claffes.

A Peer, having attained the higheft hofours
of the ftate, muft be an enemy to every revdiu-
tion. Revolution muft certainly degrade him,
whether it places an ablfolute monarch, or a de-
mocratic junto, on the throne, .

The Sovereign naturally looks for the fupport
of the Upper Houfe, and in every meafure agree-
able to the conftitdtion, and to the public
weal, exerts his influence on the Houfe of Com-
mons. Here the charatter of the mdnarch and
his choice of minifters muft appear, as in an
other conftitution; but with much lefs ch
of danger to political liberty.~The great engine

of
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of monarchy in Europe has been the jarring pri-
vileges of the different Orders; and the Sove-
reign, by fiding with one of them, obtained ac-
ceflions of prerogative and power.—It was thus
that, under the houfe of Tudor, our conftitution
adyanced with hafty ftrides to abfolute mo-
narchy ; and would have attained it, had James
‘the Firfl been as able as he was willing to {ecure
what he firmly believed to be the divine rights of
his Crown.

I do not recolle& hearing the lower ranks of
the State venting much of their di{contents
againft the Peers, and they fcem to perceive pretty
clearly the advantages arifing from their prero-
gatives. They feem to look up to them as the
firft who will prote@ them againft the agents of
foveeignty. They know that a man may rife
frofh #he loweft ftation to the peerage, and that
in that exaltation he remains connected with
themfelves by the dearefl ties ; and the Houfe of
Commons take no offence at the creation of new
Peers, becaufe their privileges as a Court, and
theiy private rights, are not affected by it.  Ac-
cordingly, the Houfe has’ always oppofed Lvery
proje&t of limiting the King’s prerogative in this
refpect.

How unlike is all thu to the conftitution confift-

ol the pure reprefentatives of the Priviteged
Orders of the Continental States. The felf-con-
ceited
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ceited confhitutionalilts of France faw fomething
in the Britith Parhament which did not fall int
with their own 44/ly notions, and prided them-
felves in not copying from us. This would have
indicated great poverty of invention in a nation
accuftomed to confider itfelf as the teacher, of
mankind. The moft fenfible of them, however,
wifhed to have a conftitution which they called
an improvement of ours: and this was the fim-
ple plan of a reprefentation of the two or three
Oxders of the State. Their Upper Houfe thould
contain the reprefentatives of 160,000 nobleffe.
The Princes of the Blood and Great Barons
fhould fit 1n it of their own right, and the reft
by deputies. The Lower Houle, or Tiers Etar,
thould confift of deputies from thofe 1gnobly
born ; fuch as merchants, perfons 1n the IGwer
offices of the law, artifans, peafants, and a*{mall
number of frecholders. Surely it needs no
deep refleCtion to tcach us what fort of delibe-
rations would occupy fuch a houfe. It would be
a moft ufeful occupation, however, to perufe the
hiftory of France, and of other nations, and fee
what really did occupy the Tiers Etat thus con-
ftrufed, and what were their procecdings, their
decifions, and the {feps which they tock to make
them effectual. 1Lave no doubt but that this ftudy
would cure moft of our advocates for general
eligibility, and for gencral {uffrage. 1 have lately

read
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read Velley and Villaret’s Hiftory of France, {by
the bye, the Abbé Barruel has fhewn that the
Club d’Holbach managed the publication of this
Huftory after the firft exght ar ten volumes, and
flipped 1nto it many things fuited to their impious
project,) and the accounts of the troublefome
reighs of John, and Charles his fucceffor, by
authors who wrote long before the Revolution ;
and they filled me with horror. The only in-
ftance that 1 meet with of any thing like mode-
ration in the clums and difputes of the different
Orders of their States General, and of patrioti{m,
or regard for the gencral interefts of the State,
ise1n  their meetings during the minority of
Charles VI{I.

With refpeét to the hmutationsof the eligibility
into’ the Houfe of Commons, I think that there
cal Be no doubt that thofe thould be excluded
whofe "habits of needy and labonous life have
precluded them from all opportunities of acquui-
ing fome general wviews of poltical rclations.
Such perfons are totally unfit for deliberations,
whare general or comprehenfive views only are
to be thgsfubjetts of diftuffion, they car) have
no conceptrons of the fubje@t, and therefore no
fteady notions or opinions, but muft change
them after every {pea: or, and muft become the

dupes of every demagogue.

Bu
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But there are other circumftances which make
me think that, of all the claffes of citizens, the
Jand proprietors are the fitteft for holding this
smportant office. I do not infer this from their
having a more real conneftion with the nation,
and a ftronger intereft in its fate—I prefer them
on account of their general habits of thqugixt.
Almoft all their ordinary tranfaltions are fuch as
make them acquainted with the interefts of
others, caufe them to confider thofe in general
points of view; and, in fhort, moft of their
accupations are, in fome degree, national. They
are accuftomed to fettle differences between thofe
of lower ftations——they are frequently in the
King’s commiffion as Juftices of the Peace. All
thefe circumftances makc them much apter
fcholars in that political knowledge, whicn 1s
abfolutely neceffary for a member of the Floufe
of Commons, But, befides this, I have no he-
fitation in faying that their turn of mind, their
principles of conduét, are more generally fuch
as become a Senator, than thofe of any other
¢/afs of men. This clafs includes almoft all men
of family. I cannot help thinkmwhat even
what 1s called family pride 1s & fentiment
in their favour. I am convinced that all” our
propenfities are ufeful in fociety, and that their
bad effe@s arife wholly from want of modera-

6 tion,
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tion in the indulgence of them, or fometimes
from the impropriety of -the occafion on which
they are exerted. What propenfity is more
general than the defire of acquiring permanent
confideration for ourfelves and our familes?
Where is the man to be found fo mean-fpirited
as not to value himfelf for being born of credit-
able parents, and for creditable. domeftic con-
netz_‘tionsg Is this wrong becaufe it has been
abufed? So then is every pre-eminence of
office, and the diretors of republican France
are as criminal as her former Nobles. This pros
penfity of tl:e human, heart fhould no more be
rejetted than the defire of power. It fhould be
regulated—but 1t fhould certainly be made ufe of
as one of the means of carrying on the national
bufinefs. I think that we know fome of its good
effects®—It mcites to a certain propriety of con-
du&t that is generally agreecable—its honefty is
embellithed by a manner that makes 1t more
pleafing. There 1s fomething that we call the
behavionr of a Gentleman that 15 immediately and
uniform.y underflood. T.'he planeft peafant or
labourer walt fay of a man whom he efleems
in a cerrain way, * He is a Gentleman, every
bit of him,”—and he is perfeétly underftood by
all who hear him to mean, not a rank in bfe,
but a turn cf mind, a tenor of condué& that is
amiable and worthy, and the ground of confi-

M M dence,
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dence.—1 remark, with fome feeling of patriotic
ptide, that thefe are phrafes almoft peculiar to
our language—in Ruffia the words would have
fio meaning. But there, the Sovereigh is a de-
fpot, ahd all but the Genlry are flaves; and
the Gentry are at no pains to recommend their
clafs by fuch a diftinétion, nor to give curreficy to
fuch a phrafe.—I would infer from this pecu-
liarity, that Britain 1s the happy land, where the
wifeft ufe has been made of this propehfity of
the human heart.

If therefore there be a foundation for this pe-
culiarity, the Gentry are g-oper objects of our
choice for filling the Houfe of Commons.

If theoretical confiderations are of any value
in queftions of poltical difcuffion, I would fay,
that we have good reafons for giving this (lafs
of citizens a great thare in the public defibera-
tions. Befides what I have already noticed of their
habits of confidering things in general points
of view, and their fee/ing a clofer connection
with the nation than any other clafs, I would
fay that the power and influence which natuially
attacl. to their being called to offices of public
truft, will probably be better lodged in their
hands. If they are generally feleCted for thefe
offices, they come to confider them as parts of
their civil condition, as fituations natural ta
them, They will therefore exercife ttus power

and



PosTsScRirT, 531

and influence with the moderation and calmnefs
of habit,~ they are no novelties to them—they
are not afraid of lofing them ;— therefore, when
in office, they do not catch at the apportunities
of exercifing them. "This is the ordinary condu@
of anen, and therefore is a ground of probable
reafontng.—In fhort, { fhould expec from ouf
Geptry fomewhat of generofity and candour,
which weuld temper the commercial principle;
which Yeems to regulate the national tranf-
actions of modern Europe, and whofe effects feem
lefs friendly to the beft interefts of humanity,
than even the Romarpprinciple of glory.

The Reader will now believe that I would not
recommend the filling the Houfe of Commons
with gmerchants, although they feem to be the
natyral Reprefentatives of the monied intereft of
the nation. But I donot wifh to confider that
Houfe as the Reprefentative of any Orders what-
ever, or to difturb-its deliberations with any de-
bates, on their jarring interefts. The man of
purcly commercial notions difclaims alf generofity
—recommends honefty becaufe it is the belt po-
1icy———in fhort, “ places the value of a thitk in
“ as much money as ’twill bring.” 1 thould
watch the conduc of fuch tnen more narrowly
than that of the Nobles. Indced, the hiftory uf
Parliament will thew that the Gentrv have not

been the moft venal part of the Houfe. Thc Il-
MM 2 lusmination
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lumination which now dazzles the world aims
direély at multiplying the numder of venal mem-
bers, by filligg the fenates of Europe with men
who may be bought at a low price. Minifterial
corruption is the fruit of Liberty, and freedom
dawned in this nation in Queen Elizabeth’s t'mme,
when her minifter bribed Wentworth.—A wife
and free Legiflation will endeavour to make this
as expenfive and troublefome as pofiible, and
therefore will neither admit univerfal fuifrage nor
a very extenfive eligibility.  Thefe two circum-
{tances, befides opening a wider door to corrup-
tion, tend to deftroy the, very intention of all
civil conftitutions. The great objeét 1n thein is,
to make a great number of people happy  Some
men place therr chief enjoyment in meafuring
their ftrength with others, and love to be conti-
nually employed in canvafling, intriguing. and
carrying on fome little pieces of a fort of public
bufinefs ; to {uch men univerfal {uffrage and eli-
gibihty would be paradife—but 1t is to be hoped
that the number of {uch s not very great: for
this occupation muft be accompanied by much
dif juiet among their neighbours, much diffen-
fion, and mutual offence and ill-will—and the
peaceable, the indolent, the ftudious, and the
half of the nation, the woumen, will be great {uf-
ferers by all this. Ine a nation pofleffing many
of the comforts and pleafures of life, the bappicft

2 government
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sovernment is that which will leave the greateft
number poffible totally unoccupied with national
affars, and at full liberty to enjoy all their do-
meftic and focial pleafures, and to do this with
fecurity and permanency.  Great limitations in
the right of eleting feems therefore a circum-
{tance meceflary for this purpofe; and limita-
fions are equally neceflary on the eligibility.

When the offices of power and emolument are
ofen to 9.1] the fcramble becomes univerfal, and
the nation 1s never at peace. The road to a feat
in Parliament fhould be acceffible to all ; but it
fhould be long, fo thgt many things, which all
may in time obtain, fhall be requifite for qualify-
ing the candidate. The road fhould alfo be {fuch
that all thould be induced to walk 1n 1t,in the pro-
fecution of their ordinary bufinefs ; and their ad-
mififon®into public offices fhould depend on the
progrefs®which they have made i the advance-
ment of their own fortunes. Such regulations
‘would, I think, give the greateft chance of fil-
ling the offices with perfons fitteft for them, by
theit talents, their expc.rlencc, and their habits
«of thinking. Thefe habxts, and the views ofy life
which a man forms in confequence of his fitua-
tion, are of the utmoft importance.

After all thefe obfervations, I muft ftill recur
tv a pofition which I have repeated more than
ence, namely, that our conftitution, which nearly

MM 3 embraces
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embraces all thefe circumftances, has attained 1ts
prefent excellence chiefly in confequence of the
innate worth of the Britifh charaéter. About the
time of the Conqueft, our Conftitution hardly
differed from that of France. Bat the clafhing
of interefts between the different Orders of the
{ubjefts, was not {o rancorous and obftinate—
thefe Orders mclted more cafily together—the
purity of the principle of Reprefentation in the
States was lefs attended to; and while the French
Peers gradually left oft minding any bufinefs but
their own, and left the High Court of Judicature
to the lawyers, and the King to his Cabinet
Council, the Peers of Great Britain, overlook-
ing their own lefs important diftinltions, at-
tended more to the Statc, became a permanent
Council to the Sovergign in the admimfttation
and legiflation 5 and, with a patriotdm and a pa-
tience that arc unknown to the other Grandees
of Europe, continued to hear and to judge in all
queftions of juftice and property between the in-
ferior citizens of the State. Britith Liberty is the
highly prized fruit of all this worthy conduét,
and {noﬁ people alcribe it to the {uperior {pirit.
and independence of the national chara&ter. It
ftrikes me, however, as more furaely'mdicating
{uperior virtue, and more judicious patriotifm ;
and our happy conttitution is not more juftly en-
titled to the adimisation and refpeé that is paid to

114
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it by all Eurape, than to the affectionate apd
grateful attachment of every true hearted Briton.
Since the publication of this volume [ hgve
feen a very remarkable work indeed, on the fame
{ubjett, Memoires pour ferver a I'Hiffoire du Fa-
cobinifme, par M. Abbé Barrugl. This aythor
cohfirms all that Lhave faid of the En/ighteners,
whom he very aptly calls Phuofophifis ; and of
the abufes of Free Mafonry in France. He
fhows, tinqueftionably, that a formal and fyfte-
mauc confpiracy againft Religion was formed
and zealoufly profecuted by Voltaire, d’Alem-
bert, and Diderot, affifted by Frederic II. King
of Pruffia;sand 1 e that thewr principles and
their manner of procedure have been the fame
with thofe of the German atheifts and anarchufls,
Like them they hired an Army of Writers;
they 1gduftrioufly puthed their wntipgs into cvery
houfe and every cottage. Thofc writings were
equally calculated for inflaming the fenfual ap-
petites of men, and for perveriing their jydg-
memts. They endeavoured to get the command
of .the Schools, particularly thofe for the lower
claffes ; and they erectedP and managed a pro-
digious number of Circulating Libraied and
Reading 3ocicties, M. Barruel fays, that this
gang of public corruptors have Leld thew nycct-
sngs for many years in the Hote! & Holback at
Paris, and that Voltaire was their honorary Pre-
MM 4 fidept.
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fident. The moft eminent members were 4° Alent
bert, Diderot, Condorcet, La Harpe, Turgot,
Lamoignon. They took the name of (Ecoxo-
MIsTS, and affe&ted to be continually occupied
with plans for improving Commerce, Manufac-
tures, Agriculture, Finance, &c. and publifhzed
from time to time refpeétable performanges on
thofe fubjects.—But their darling projet was to
deftroy Chriftianity and all Religion, and ‘to
bring about a total change of Government.
They employed writers to compofe corrupting
and impious books—thefe were revifed by the
Bociety, and corrected till they fuited their pur-
pofe. A number were pri{nted in 2 hand{ome
manner, to defray the expence; and then a
much greater number were printed in the cheapeft
foim poffible, and given for nothing, or atevery
low prices, to hawkers and pedlars, with kyudne-
tions to diftribute them fecretly throuvgh the
cities and villages, They even hired perfons to
read them to conventicles of thofe who had not
learned to read *. (See vol. 1. 343—355.)

Tam

* “The author makes an obfervation which isas juft as it is
agreeable. This atrocious gang folicited, with the moft
anxious affiduity, the participation and patronage of the
great ones of the world, and boaft of feveral very exalted
names; Frederic II. of Pruffia, whom they cdll the Solo-
mon of the North, Catharine II. Guftavus King of Sweden,
the Kipg of Denmark, &c. &c, But in the whole feries of

their
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1 am particular firuck by a pofition of Abbé
Barruel, « That wrrelguon and wunqualified Liberty
““ and Equaiity are the genuine and origmal Secrets
“of Fres Majowy, and the ultimatum of a regular
“ progrefs througk all sts degrees.” He fupports
this remarkable pofition with great ingenuity, and
m?my. very pertinent facts. I confefs that now,
when I have got this impreffion, I fhall find it very
dificult to etface it. But I muft alfo fay, that this
thouglf never firuck me, during all the time that X
have been occupied with it; nor have Iever heard
1t exprefled by any Brother, except fuch as had
been illuminated, and fuch Brethren always con-
figdered thi¢ as an inRovation or improvement on
genuine Britith Free Mafonry. ™ I recolle®, in-
deed, that Nicholai, in his account of the Ger-
maf Rofycrucians, fays, that the objet of Free
Mufoary m England, fince the time of James II.
1s Tolaration in Relipions Opinsens. as Royalifm had
been the obje&t before that time.

theit correfpondence there it not the Ieaft trace of any
encouragement or any hopes from our excellent Sovereign
Gedrge 111  Defpifing the ingenfe of fich wretches, and
detefting their fcience, he has truly merited the title of
FPhilofepher, by having done more for the real Yilumination
of the World, by the promotion of true Science, than
Louis XIV. with his peufioned Academicians, or than all
the prefent Sovercigns of Europe united; and has uni.
formly diftinguithed himfelf by his regard for true Religion,
aud every thing that is venerable and facred. This omiffion
#s above all praifz!
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The account which the Abbé gives of the
Chevajerl. du Soled is very conformable to one
of the three rituals in my poflelon. His ac-
count of the Chevalerie de Rofe Crorx, and fome
others, differs confiderably from thofe in my
box. I have reafon to think that my materials
are tranfcripts from the rituals, &c. which'Rbfa.
introduced into the German Lodges, becaule
the writer of the greateft part of them is an ip-
habitant of that city.

I think that the ALDE Barruel’s account of
this matter {uggefts a pleafing reflection. All
the Brethren on the Continent agree in {aying,
that Free Mafonry was idhported (rom Great
Britain about tle beginning of this century,
and this 1 the form of a Myftical Society. It
has been affiduoufly cultivated n Britain «ever
fince that time, and I believe that the Fratgraity
1 more numerous here, In proportion fo the
Topulation of the ctuntry, than in any other
kingdom; yet in Britain the Brethren have
never {ufpefted that its principles were feditious
or atheiftical. While the ¥ree Mafonry of the
Continent was tricked up with all the frippery
of ftdrs and ribands, or was perverted to the
moft profligate and impious purpofed, and the
Lodges became feminaries of Foppery, of Sedi-
tion, and Impiety, it has retained in Britain its
original form, fimple and unadorned, and the

Lodges
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JLodges have remained the fcenes of innocent
merriment, or meetings of Charity and Bene-
ficence. As the good fenfc and found judg-
ments of Britons have preferved them from the
abfurd filies of Tran{mutation, of Ghoft-raifing,
arzd of Magic, fo their honeft hearts and their
innatg good difpofitions have made them deteft
und reje&t the mad projeés and mprous dog-
tmnes of Cofmopolites, Epicunts, and Atheifts,

Onfortunatos ninuum, fua fi bowa ndint

Anglicolas |

I have more confidence than ever in the fen.
timent which [ exprefled in p. 488, as an en-
ceuragement for our moral inftructors ; and with
greater earnefinefs do I call on them to refcue
from corruption and impending ruin a nation
fo Righly deferving offheir care.

*MR. Barruel, in the cighteenth chapter of his
work,"has fuggefted fome reflections, which highly
mierit attention, and greatly tend to cfface the
impreflion which is naturally made on the minds
of ‘the unthinking and precipitant, when they
oblerve fuch a lift of authors, whom they have
been accuftomed to admiire, all leagued againft
Religion., T think however that nothing can
more effeCually remove it, than what I have al-
ready fhewn of the vile and difgraceful tricks
which thefe {ophifts have been guilty of to {up-
port their caufe. The caufe of this aumerous

affociation
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affociation is diftinétly feen 1n their very proce-
duie. Thevery firft ftep in their progrefs is de-
pravation of manners. I this they have :aboured
with as much carncftnefs as either Spartacus, or
Minos, or Bahrdt. It was a treat to me to learn
th r La Clofe’s abomigable book Les Luaifops
Dangereufes, was not mercly pandering for hi¢ pa-
tron Orleans, buc alfo working for his mafkers at
the Hotel d’'Holbach. Nothing gives fuch cet-
tain bread to thofe autliors, in the beginning of
thieir career, as immoral and impure writings : —
with fuch did even their chief fet out, and
his pockets ; witnefs lus Pucelle & Orleais 3
«nd even after they became'the Jages'of France,
they continucd, cither from coarfe tafte or from
ferious principle, for the diabolical purpofe of
inflaming the paffions of others, to interlard tfeir
graveft performances with impure thoughts® affd
fentiments. Nay, the fecrct of the Hotel &'Hol-
bach fhews us that, for any thing we know to
the contrary, the wvileft produ&lons of their
prefs may have been the compofitions of the oc-
togenary Voltaire, of the {ly d’Alembert, or, of
the author of the Pere de Familje. What a pity
it 15 that the Declmne of the Roman Eripre was
nqt all written 1n England, and that its learned
and clegant author, by going into their fociety,
has allowed himf{cf to be drawn into this muddy
and degrading vortex !
1 thould
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1 thould f{carcely afk for more to difguft me
with the philofophy of thefe fages, and to make me
diftruft all their pretenfions to knowledge. The
meannefs of the condudt {uited the onginal po-.
verty of the whole of them, but its continuance
fiyips them of all claimg to the name of philofo-
phers. Their pretended wifdom is only cunning,
'—and we muft acknowledge that thewr condu&
was clever: for this mean of corruption, con-
cezled, or embellifhed by their talents for fenti-
mental flang, (I can give it no better name,) made
their converfation and their writings moft accept-
able to their noble patrons.—Now it 15 that Re-
Ligion, of neceflity, comes on the field; for Reli-
gion tells us, that thefe arc mean pleafures for
creatures born to our profpects, and Chriftianity
tells us, that they are grofs tranfgreffions of z2e
olly Y moralty. The progrefs of the pupil will
now Be rapid; for he will hiten with willing ears,
tb leffons which flatter his paffions. Yet Voltaire
thinks it neceflary to enliven the leffons by a
little of the falaifon, quelgues bons mots a-propos
Quprés des femmes, which he recommends to
d’Alembert, who, it feefs, was deficient in this
kind of {mall talk.

Surely all this is very unlike to wifdom ; and
when we fee that it is  part of a plan, and this an
obvious one, it {hould greatly leflen our wonder

at the number of thefe admired infidels, If we
would
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would now proceced to examine their pretenfions'
to {cience, on which they found their claim te
the name of philofophers, we muft be careful to
take the word 1n a fenfe that 1s unequivocal.  Tts
true meaning is by no means what is commonly
affigned to it, a lover ©f knowledge. It isca
lover of wifdom; and philofophy profefits to
teach us what are the conftituents of human f¢-
licity, and what are the means of attaiping if;
what are our duties, and the general rifles for
our condu&. The ftoics were philofocphers,
The Chriftians are alfo philofophers. The Epi-
cureans and the Sophifts of France wquld alfo be
called philofophers. T have put in my objeétidn
to this claim already, and need not repeat niy
reafons for faying that tgeir dottrines arc pet
dictates of wifdom. 1 fhall only add, that th;n*
own conduct fhows plainly that their prmc1ples
had no effe@® on themfelves, becaufe we fee,
from the feries of correfpondence which M.
Barruel has laid before us, that they do pot
fcruple to pratife villanous and hypocritical
tricks, which never fail to difgrace a man, and
are totally irreconcilable with our notions
of human dignity. Voltaire patiently took a
caning from an officer at Frankfort, for having
wittily told lies of his fcholar Frederic, and his
wifdom told him that his honour was cleared by
affering to meet the Major, each of them pro-
vided
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vided with an inje€tion {yringe. This was thoupht
fublime wit at Ferney. I do not {uppofe that
the flave Epiétetus, or the foldier Digby, would
have ended the affair in this manner. Many of
the deeds of wifdom of the club d’Holbach wete
mgre degrading than even this; and I ain con-
fidentethat the whole of this phalanx of fages
'y{'ere conftious that they were treated by their
pntrons and pupils as Voltaire was treated by
the Soleton of the N ortly, and that their notions
of the wraie fageffe were alfo the fame with his.
He gives this account of it 1n his letter to his
niece : “Le Roi lui avost repondu; ¢ Jaurai
“ beluin de Voltaire un an tout au plus—On
« prefle orange, et on jette l'€corce.” Je me
“ fuis fait repeter ces doyces paroles”-—(How
poof Voltaire would grin!)—% Je vms bien
« QuBna preflé orange~—il faut penfer A fauver
“ P’ecctee.”

‘But, as things ftand at prefent, philofopher
means 8 man of {cience, and 1n this fenfe of the
word our fages clum great refpe®t. No claim
cah.be worfe founded. It is amufing to obferve
the earneftnefs with which they rccommcnd the
ﬁudy of natural hiftory.  One does not feadly
fee tle conneCion of this with their oftenfible
objed, the happinels f man. A perufal of Vol.
taire’s letters betrays the fecret. Many years
ago he heard that fome obfetvations on the

1 formation
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formation of firata, and the foffils found in thetn,
wese incciupatible with the age which the Mofaic
hiftory fzem< to affign to thic globe. He men-
tions this with great exultation m fome of his
carly lettets ; and, from that time forward, never
eeafes to enjoin his colleagues to prefs the ftudy
of natural hiftory and cofmogony, and cazefully
to bring forward every faét which was hoftle
to the Mofaic accounts. It became a feridas
part of the exercifes of their wealthy pupls, and
their perplexing difcoveries were moft oftentati
oufly difplayed. M. de Luc, a very eminent
naturalift, has fhown, in a letter to the Chevalier
Dr. Zimmerman, (publithea, I think,,about the
year 1790), how very {canty the knowledge.of
thefe obfervers has been, and how precipitate have
been their conclufions. For my own paft, I
think the affair is of little confequence. WIdfes
writes the luftory, not of this globe, but' of the
race of Adam.

The fcience of thefe philofophers is not res
markable in other branches, if we except M.
d’Alembert’s mathematics*. Yet the impafing,

confidence

*® Never was there any thing more contémptible than
the phyfical and mechanical pofitions in Diderot’s great
waork, the Syfem de la Natwe. (Barruel affirms, that he
was the author, and got 100 piftoles for the copy, from the
pearfon who related the Rory to him), that leng ago feund

that
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confidence of Voltaire was fuch, that he paffes
for a perfon fully informed, and he pronounces
on every {ubjet with fo much authority, with
fuch a force of expreflion, and generally with fo
much wit or pleafantry, that his hearers and
readers are fafcinated, and {oon conwvinced of
whit they with to be true.

It is not by the wifdom nor by the profound
knpwledge which thefe writers difplay, that they
have acquired celebrity, a fame which has been
fo pernicious. It 1s by finc writing, by works
addrefled to the imagination and to ihe affections,
by excellent dramas, by affecting moral effays,
ful] of expreflions of &he greateft refpett for vi-
tue, the moft tender benevolence, and the higheft
fentiments of henour and dignity.— By thefe
means they fafcinate all readers; they gain the
efteeme of the worthy, who imagine them fin-
cere, asd their pernicious doftrines are thus
fpread abroad, and fteal into the minds of the dif-
folute, the licentidus, and the unwary.

that Diderot had affifted Robinet to make a hook out of his
Mafonic Oration, which [ menfioned 1o page 41. Robinet
trufted to Diderot’s knowledge in natural philofophy® But
the Junto were afhamed of the book D¢ la Nature. Di-
derot feems to have, after this, read Dr. Hartley’s book, and
has grestly refined on the crude fyltem of Robinet. But
after all, the Syleme de la Nature is contemptible, if it be
ccafidered as pretending to what is received as {cience by a

mechamical philofopher.
N N But
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But I am writing to Britons, who are contfi-
dered by our neighbours™on the Continent as a
nation of philofophers—to the countrymen of
Bacon, of Locke, of Newton—who are not to
be wheedled like children, but muft be reafoned
with as men.—Voltaire, who decides without he-
fitation on the c‘ra&er of the moft diftant na-
tions in the moft remote antiquity, did notr
know us: he came among us, 1n the beginning
of his carcer, with the higheft expe@ations of our
fupport, and hoped to make his fortune by his
Pucelle I’Orleans. It was rejected with difdain—
tut we publithed his Henrade for him : and,
notwithflanding his repeated diuapporntments.of
the fame hind, he dwfl not offend his COL;.D.H)'-
wen by flandaing us, but jomed i the profound
rdpect pud by all to Butifh {aence.—~Outfw -
tere, whcther on natuial or moral {cienee, fare
{1l regarded as flandard claflics, and are ftu-
died with care.  Lord Verulam s acknowledgcd
l'y cvery man of faence to have given the firft
juft deferption of true philofophy, pointed out
its objects, and afceitained 1ts mode of protce
dure—And Newton 15 equally allowed to have
evinced the propriety of the Baconian precept:
by his uncqualled fuccefs, fud Mathef Jacen
preferente—The moft celebrated phnlofophers on
the Continent are thofe who have completed by
demonftration the wonderful guefles of hus pene-

8 trating
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trating genius. Bailli, or Condorcet, (I forget
wluch,) ftruck with the inconceivable reaches of
Newton’s thoughts breaks out, in the words of
Lucretius,

Te fequor, O magner gentis decusy inque tuis nune

Fixa pedum pano preflis vefligia fignis,

T{,‘ pater et revum tnventary tu patria nobis
Suppedstas precepta, tusfgue ex enclute chartis,
F/oriﬁm ut apes 17 faltetbus omnia libant,
Omma nos ttidem depafeimur aurea dicla s
Auteay perpetud femper digniffona vitd.

After fuch avowals of our capacity {o inftru&
ourlelves, fhall we ftill fly to thofe diftuibers of
the .world' for-ourYeffons?  No—Let us rally
round our own ftandards—Ilet us take the path
pointed out by Bacon—Ilet us follow the feps of
Ndwnon—and, to conclude, It us feroufly
eBnfrler a moft excellent advice by the highelt
Jlxth(mty :

» < Beware of falfe propliets, who come s vou
“in fhecp’s cloathing, but nwardly ‘they aie
« favening wolves— BY THEIR FRUITS YE
““gHALL KNow THLM—Do men gather grapces
“ of thorns, or figs of tHiftles



ERRATUM:

P. 166. l.2, delete “even d~ (Can this mean death ?)™>






