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M 0 N DAY, D E .C E MER 
I • 

H 0 USE ,0 FLO R D S • 
.-

THIS day as foon 3S prayers were over, the Lord Chancel 
fdjoumed tbe Houfe during pleafu, e, in order to give an opJi 
!unity to Come Lords who were e"poaed to come down. S 
afcer four o'clock, his Lord/bip agaiu took the woolfack, wh 

Bm Fit;z.wiliiam rofe, began with apologizing for the ' -
naularity of bringing on a con1(eilfation, without inteoding to 
JIIiike a motion, r to frate any queftioo, t!lat would render fuch 
convcrf:ttion greeable to forro a.nd order; but irregular as he 
confeR\,.] it was, he U"u(led their Lordlhips would. oveflook iry 
on accbunt of the momentous fubjeCl to ~h it ,,~ferred, and 
tile Veat delicacy tba~ evory one of their Lortlfltips mull: coJy" 
ti, ought to :lccompany all their proceooi!,gs, upon thl! p«,Cen 
unfortunate and calamitous fituation of affair. 'Having thus be
fought t .... il'dulgencc of the Houfe, the Earl proceeded to e'" 
plaill the nature of the objeCl '!I'hich had induc'\,cI him"thus ' irre
gularly, to addrefs their Lonllhips, 'In confequ,*,ce o'f difcuffiolls 
held clfe-where, a queftion' upon the rights of a moll ual~td 

~ ~rfollage, was about to be agit:lted, a queltioll "which, he ~s 
""oroughly perfu.dcd could not be bro ht \lnder dlfcullioJI, with
out produ iug .,ffeCl:s that every w II meafling and cOIlu.derate 
indh'idual muil willi, to avoid! The public already had, in fom~ 
mea(ure, caught the alarm, and much uneafineCs had been mani
fdl:ed upon the fu ojeCl:; he rofe, therefore, to deprecate the dif
cuflion of any {uch queft ioll ill (hat H()uf~, fUlce he was per
fu.uled it would be infinitely more futisfitClory to moll: of tbeir 
Lordlhips, that the que/liolt migbt not 'be .agit:lted, and he the 
rather dtpr=ted the difcuffion, a it could uot , in the fmallefl 
degree nee fhr>, that it !hould t.1ce place. It wouRl, he {aid, be 
a I'ery great l.·U1sr.lctioll t lis milld, and t<> i he minds of. many 
who b /tim, if any ne of his Majefty1'Minilfers w&uld rife, 
and alfurc the H ufe thar it was not their intention to bring any 
fuch quell ion ullder agitarion be{or~ their Lor~lhips, as that to 

• which he had alluded i and in the hOI that he iliould be favoured 
with fuch An explanation, he would, for the prefent. fit down, 
and he trl/Il:ed perfe t u,n,"imity would prevail in ib eJldeavour~ 
to relieVe.u from our Jl(ef~nt difliculti~ , ,. • 

The Lmi Prrji"",t <tame forward and faid: the m cnt in 
which he wa fpl!aking, and indeed every 1II0000ent at preCent, was 
a 1l10ll'lcnt of great. delicacy, difficulty, .-nd embarrafiinent : it 
beholled hiS.Majeft¥ Mininers therefo~, to condwt\ themCew.cs 
wiib the mon gu.rded and wary caution, and to t:1Ic.e care tb:\t. 
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. '1., ally p!'f!n!alurt lotllre of "'hat flcp~ wey mC.\llt 10 take ;: 

'. ' the prefolClt eric" liwation Qf al&its, Ihey dio! not <:oCJI.mt thCGI-
I. fe • iml?TudentJr; but the t.ndid manner wbi h the noble tad 
· . had explaIned what I)e hadltaled, de:nand~d every pnlite and civil 

rct)lrCl iJ.l hi' ~wer 10 make. At profeor, as the HoWe well 
• ew~ a Comllllt!e. \>f the!r own had been employed in ~earcbln, 

• (c all .we. precedents tbC1~ r~cord would .ff9l:d, ,to gUld~; Ihci.t 
. Lttdlh1ps 10 (uel) proceedm o~ th y lhould think it bcca~ 

. Ih ,m tQ taice, upon Ih: imp r~nt fub~e I that had, vet fince 
th y me~ engrolfed theIr atl>ntlQIl. , 1 hat Co;nmitt b~ Dot 
tet be n able 10 m ke tlleir. report, previous to the fCCi of 
wh' b, it was lItt rlY'in poBiblc to pr eed a fi1lgle ftcp. 
the .r~port lhould come, it would be nee Irory to mQve, to ha,e it 
printed r the ufe of their Lord(hips, and theil, lime muft be al
lowell (or th~ir Lo /hips to m Ice themfclv mailers of the va-

iQU8., pr ce4cnt it (ojl\ained, previous to their grounding any 
proeeedi~g UPI>Il it. Wore he to fay Ilq more, the Lord Prefi
Ii nt <Jedared, h Ih \lId ConC ive he had given the nol)le Earl as 
littis[al!:ory all aafwer as the pohle EatJ had a ri he to expeGl:; b~ 
h~ t"ol.lgbt be migh~ venture to go 011 ilep further, and fay~ Ih t 
i.t was npt tbe wilh pf MinH\.r to agitate more q\1eilio than 
were .Molutely IItcelli rx . The .righ of the two Houk of 
PatliameJ)t hAd been qu ili<m.ed, nd tW9 noble Lords, an illll!:, 
trious and Jea~ncd B rQn, ot tn n preCent, and. nllbl. V jCeoun 
h d argued very 1'(\'1 at lar and wi~h gre~t a Alority, againli: 
the el<ifte(lce of tlto(e righ s; it b ame Iherefgrt al>(olul«ly nc
celfary, th;at rights, fo ell, ntinl and important, \bollld uot be Jek 
unfcttled lUId un(!ecided, he for they proc d tQ the otl\er ne-

• cell ry II: p$ 'n tbe Pfoviding a.Regency. 13ut a$ tl)e noble E.r1 
)l~d put a,quelllQn, would e noble Earl, in turn, give hi 
J ave to put a I!u~ion t him; ","o\lld , tbe nob)f! Earl, and the 
otber nobI Lor '0 Aed in COAcert with him, declare, th"t 

11 q\1elli'ln of th .Ri~ht Qf Parli m Itt was ~band ncd by Ill. m ... 
• and admitted to cxift III full for e I . ' 

Lml lifo Jaid, had nQt con 'v th3t any of e noble 
LoI'P aIJ\lded. II>, had que/\ioQed t e rioht~ Qf Parliam nt; be
cauIe, if their arguments had !>orne th t t JljI ncY, h fho.uld hilve 
"magioed tb~ auld • obj' ed to th ap wlm /It of a C_. 
mittee, to CeaTeh for peecedents, a a!tO&ethcr ~:~ff.~~~t~~ 

t the Houfe would he ~ fOUllY itC.lf ill a v ry 
of th. bur. lcfs from that in which il Il lit pretent. Hi 

- l)lip I IJ)/" ted id of brillii", that into difcuJlioo,· thc 
/ion Qf which , collie not be ef Illy Q')Atulai co~u~e,. 
III n' mjnd fe III to point to one ~nd-ulWlinulJ' 'IUS, • 
tainly never rIO (/I willie<! for, WI1 ill JIIriIqt iIIa.._ i 
t~far , if !ly.t pt lbo\Jld III to create. aurer .. el 
opin' 0, it t II' . ro robated, ,aIMI be I fttol it ~ JllV4!C 
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~ coun~nanced in that H-;'urc. He could n~ fee that his Jf~~ • , 
Friend', quefrion Wil5 at all improper, or pr ' for if~.. " 
end could be put to me buliAef5; aJHl the executive power of.,c J 
country reftored to iu priftine vigour, why Ihould any kind of . 
delay prevent it? Precedents were not wanting V' cafes in wbiclt 
all were agreed, tbenfore, to wait for tile report of the C~- ' 
mince, ~ as lifeld's as introd\ICi~ foreign queftjon might ~e • 
anL~ ,,' 

I PitswiUinm replied to th~ Lord Prelidcnt, but all tllar' 
&llhered di~inCUy ..... as, that, after having riCcn to'&'· 
Ule difcuffion of the que/. on refpc8.ing tlte rights of 
perfon, it could, not be expeCted 'that be 1houJd tum 

fbort TOtUwI, and admit the rights of othe~ i'n oppolitioll to thofe 
rights. 

L,rd Comdtn, in reply, /lill adhered to his opolition, that, ac
cording to \lfage and parliamentary forms, no further ft~ps coulll-
poffibl y be talccn previous to the report of the Commit • 

HlB ROYAL HICHNESS THE DUKE OF YORK next rofe. He 
commenced his fpeech with faring, that perfeCUy unaccuftomed li9 
he was to (peale berore a publIC aifembl y, be ~C!u1d not now have 
'attempted to deliver his fentiments before the~ Lordlliips, but 
that he felt the high importance and extreme delicacy of the oc

_I\on, he could not remain liIent on a topic fo deeply interefling 
to the nation, and during the difc n of a fubject, ;n which 
perfon fo dea, to him were immediately coacerncd.-He begged 
leave to declare his entire coilcurrence in the opinion of the noble 
Earl (Fitz.william) and other noble Lords who had fpoken 911 the 
fame lide of th qu Ilion, expreffive of their anxious willies to 
avoid any difcuffion of fo fruitlers and unncccITary a queltion as 
the abltr. ri~bt of the Prince of IYal" t. Ih. Rtgtnty-In point 
of faa:, no cI 1m to fucb a r ight had been anerled by the Prince, 
had ever been hinted at by him; and he felt ",' full and moll a[. 
lured confidenc that his Ro~ Highnefs ullderllood too well the 
Jlawre of, and 0 religi ufly reverenced ~hofe kicred principles • 
"""ich ted the H fe of Brunfwick 811 the tbrone bf Great 
Hritain, el'cr to allume or exetcir. II] power, ht hit tlaim what 
it migh" that wa not derived from TH!! AV'rHORIT Y OF THEllI. 
LOItDSHIP', and from the WI LLof the PEOPLE, conveyed througli 

ir reprCl/'entative in PARLIAMENT ;\SSEMBLEO. 
011 tbi~growld (added 1m Royal Higbntft) let me be permitted' 
,=~.the plealiD~ope, that the wifdom and nlQderat~' J of 
fI rau= men, at a momeut when temper '00 un~il • 
'lr:~u~liarl y demanded from every w"U-wi1her to bi count , on 
~ 0( the lIre.dfu! calalbily which every cleftription 0 per-

1Dua.~n IameJn, but which. 1, a.bQve all other, 
... fioeI til • jlUticular tIeg_, will illdine them to avoid. fI'!"" • dinI& dcIliJion on fIIdi.ll~ chat to which J "A 
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; ' lltaded.-It was e\·,lRntl,. not necdU to til 1ttailtlntht ClRIIIIi 
reat .a now to done by tbeir Lo Jhips and 

I. tivts of the !'topic, and could .h~ve n~ other effe4t,. 
adding, by the Jlainful diCcuffion. th"lt would .,,'''''' 

• cal ,nitio of a "'mily, already fuffidenalv agitated 
brthe dreadfi,1 calamity under wbich ibey'laboured, 
, ~i Royal Higbncfs conel cd wjtf., raying, that what he had,. 

. jlclvanced 'On the prefent occalio(\ welre the genuine diCtate, of 
a ll hOllcft heart, ,-qually aCtuated by the mort devoted affettion 
and duty to his ROYAl Father, and at Icbmen to the wlalienable 
and coulHtIltional rights of 's Il,bje its ; and he could affi,m, 
with great truth, T»A1' IF HIS RO\~AL BllOTHER WERE TO 
A DDRES S THEJIl LORDSHIPS IN TH~rr H OUSE FROM »1 SEA T 
IN PAlI/tAMIiNT, A S A PEfill. OF THE REALM, SUC H WOULL> 
BE THE OPINION t HAT liE WOULD DELIVER TO 'rH£M, FOlt 
IIIICR HE KNF.W TO BE THE SETTL'f D SENTIMENTS OF HIS 
MlND. , I 

Their L ord/bips paid tht m~ rtjPte'1fu' otlenlion I. kil' RIyal 
lIigJmeji thro"gholtl 1/)1 whDle Ij 1m [pmh, His It,olln.r tU'" fit 
DnU 1Il0difl, ytl "lrlflllborra./fili; grauji,l, CuI (mimal"d ; and hi 
applOr,d mu'Vtrfai'ly I~ I>'clf, Ib, tn?J1 #'I!tly iJlI.,·tjllll lb. 6>/",,, of 
hiralldienu. 

The La"'; Chmlull4r declared, that iif it hna been poffibJe fir:
him to have haQ a ftronger wiJh for lu nanimity, and regret for 
f, much having been 1faid IIpon a fubjoCt which had ne\'er been 
before tbe Houfe, and confequcntly ' ought to have been avoided, 
it wOllld have been efFeCted by what ha9rf~1ien from the illufirious 
perf<>nage. The fentimentS they had j llft heard, were certainly 
filch a ought to afford much '[arisfaaic>lt W their Lordlhip. \ and 
to the nation in generd ; to know til3t the mode they Ihould 
adopt on the prefent melancholy otcaJi,on, would give the utmolt 
pleafure and fdis aion to the exalted :perfc>nagc, who muft, ne
e auil» fed the greatelt interell ' in t:heir deJib ations and d(", 
ci60ns. The Came otives which II occafioned bim to nfe 
on a for'mer day, w ro now his induI:e entS, namely, 'to pre

, vent the d;Ccuffiol} of that quellion, which feem!i. fo much appte
~ended; at lealt, to prevent its being then premaru~ly broul&hc 
forward. Under K Colicitude of not H~ving it difcuJlCd, it .... 
(orne how or 0 her, cOllfralltly 01} the 'brink of inveftigation, and 
could /lot poffibl y, at preCon!, :lnf wem any other purpoiia .. 

eating tb~ mi"d of individuals, llfld, p",lIRPS. It' ._ ... 
. ,ties in the brea of the people af larj e lie dIa& 

man could be more detf'rmined thati he .... .., .. avoid U 
at.y que/Holls brought forwanl that were !I~t, I11III 
he w"'~ ready bind hi,flfelf by an,. r<ll, ."" ... 
lhung, ll<,t to .~ 1M ~ny que.ftioll; at toOk '!t!"adIU ~ 
lion ~o the fu 'f of tile public ,Ii jlLI.ip· .... 
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6( ~ef{tOnS d( R.igbt "IS generally iDyidi~ 'lI1Id often umtc! •. 
<:elTarYi ud dcclllTed, that on ~ prefent . tical f .. bjea, no • 
fluettiOll to be broug/lt into alitalion, that Ibe natuM!' of ~ 
the fllbjdt id not acwruJy and abfolutely demand to be difcull'cd. 
He reminded their Lord/bil's at the /teps they d hitherto taken • 
in t/le important bOIftnefs before thern, and of the flage 31 wh' h 

~y hU arrived, obferving, that y had fOllowed the f~me line 
\Alida ~e Hook! 01 Common., . but it had fo happened, that thl< . , 
H""re o( Common were in a more adv~nccd llage of Ih bufi
"cr.. At prefent their r. dlbips' COIl1.miltec were rtlployc in 
"'-,ching for Precedents, -and hat not Y'lt been IIble to make 
their Repon. Upon that Report their future Refolutions mull 
be founded, and therefore until it was brought up, nothing could 
lie .lone. When that Report Ibould come bawr. t~em, they 
would he enabled to fec wh3t ftc{> ought filTt I' to be taken, with 
2 view to do that, which th y mllll: all wilb to fee done, viz. to 
renore vigour and ellicacy to th executiye governmant of the 
('ounery, aud he fhould fuppofe, :lho~'e all thing~, to take care 
faithfully to <lifcharge the duty uf fubjech, and pr~[erve tbe rights 
,of In King elltire; [0 Ih~t, when God fboulJ mit his MajeRy 
to recover from his r;ef~nt melancholy malady, he might nbt 
find himfelf in a wone fituation tban he was in before his in-

""'rmity, or llifahJ J from the full exerde of all his rightful pre
'rogatoves. Hi Lordfbip took noti of the eloquent a.lld enir
"etic manller<ill which a noble Vifcount h • in their laft debat'e, 
'xl>rdfeJ his feelings on the' prefenr melancholy /ituation of his 
Iaj Rrt f~lings rendered more poignant, (roni tbe noble Vif-

count's having becn in habit of perfonall)' receiving variGus 
ln~rk Ijf iudulgellCe and kiudnefs (rom the fuffering Sovereign. 
Hi own Corrow, bis Lordfhip declared, was agGravated from 
rh f~me circumlhnce, hi debt of gratitude alfo to his MajeRy 
wa ample, fo th many favoul'$ hi M:\je y had gracioufly 
CQnferted n l\im, which, II he forgot, ,mght GOD flrgtt 
"illl! Ws Lor.Jlbip t~ no icc, that i the Jaft conyerfacion 
thet h talccn place, °in tllat Houfe, upon tbe fubjea, ' two opi
'''OIls, dillercnt. (rom each other, bad been propounded; as there 
Opill:OIlS ran in ppofite Jines, and could not be brought to Ollr; 
A/lJ the [arne point by themfclva, fome path between the tw~ 
he oll~ei\led, mu{l be chalked out; what tb:tt path was, re
mllined or their Lordlhips to find, alld poffibly th~wOUld \>i: 

"" ~ ommunicillion from the other Ho e. As ~ 
relit.-lco till OWn opiniQn, it \VaS not perftaps Ari yadvife
e to:.leel re Ie, in it. full extent, without the moft fedous derat,,)!.. p-&blic- Were naturally anxious upon t/le fubje~, 

nl 1ctJ"~e might be taken by mifrq>refentarion • 
Hi ~i declared, it W3~ Ill'vertbC!leCs his opinio .... , a. 

ueh lIS it tlfit of .the tloble Earl wllo had begun th COII-

l venation 
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. verfatiOll that d~. t no qllell:ion. that WI&: II9t 1i!fe.I-
. ' cetruy, oII&I>t to . agitated I alllf chat, it it cauLS lie 4qmi; 

.. .• 'pr()('~cdillg with peneCf uoartillliry was moa detirableo He ~ 
~. peated ~ regret, thar, in thefe debates, tbe fubjea /\Quid cOD-
• frant1y talce fuclt an uruu ky lurn i but he could no~ f~ hoI&'.., 
• anewer cowd be ivel). to the noble E.rl's '1ucfHon, bccaufc It 

.;., . might be conftrued into all attempt to :mti9il"ltc what would be 
."lhe refult of their Lordlhips' irdom and deliber.tions, whicb.· 
would be an unwllmntable liberty-it I1}ight \>e fuppoled 10 
ballc fom~ inlluence upon the deci/iclII f tlte other HQufe of P~r. 
liament, a circumlhooc, th:y he was cert:>,in the !lOOle Ear! 
could not willi, nor be fuf~acd of Itavi"!?; in view-th~ confi
deration was no?\, before tbe Houfe-two oppofue opinions bad 
been giy , the f\.\bjeCf therefore mull:. be d~bated-m Il: be in-
vell:igated. • 

Earl Fil;willio!1J ror¢ again and faid, he contidered Qimfelf ~ 
/laving as much perConal ref pea, and a ' 'Puch loyalty to his So
vereign, as thof~ . on whom bOllOurs had been laviilied; but he 
re probated the idea, th~t priVlllt ojfitlio" ough, Co goven. their 
Lordlhips in an' imporlllnt proceeliing, (>n which the lu;};' wel
j Ort fo etrentialll' depended. His Lordlhiv {aid, he was perfuaded 
the BruQfwick f~mily- wOllld C<lllfider "it ~s an ill ~olJ)pliment to 
the"- 10 g round a proceeding of thle magnitude, on the balis" of... 
private and penonal a/feai to the K.ing. 

The Lml Chtr./ul daid, the noble E~.l had gir cll an unfair 
interpreta'ion of what he had f.1id. . He !>ad never mean, to al
lude to lhe favou rs and confidence orhis Sovereign, as ~he ~oulld 
of his public condljCl, but a anil'll ting bis duty. and loyalty witb 
imprefiiont of gr tieude, which he never cquld (Drget. Their 
Lo!dlhips bad heard hi,? exprcf:-Iy d .~lare ir ~a be Ihn .. ""Iy.//& 
fub)£{ls to preferve the. fi ght of the ~'ng entire, Not that be 
would hllve any' n b1e Lord or any man liYing ima&mc, that thef" 
was~ a !bade of diff<rence be~v.:~n lhe public lIlIegiancc and loy. 
alty, due to the Prince, and the priv",t afli ai and love hi 
fubjeCh re him. I Maje!l)" in a igll of IW lit feveA 
years, had proved his f:lcr d reg;.rd to the principles that f.atee! 
his ancell:ars on the Briti/h thr ne, and his .nxious delire, on 
every occali to rnaintahl 2.1ld up old in all its purity that COI1-
ftiwti , _ made hi fubjcas a free and happy people; there . 

no dilfl;len c t cr fore whatever. between the publjj: dU\1 
31Id ptivate .ff"" io du til ruch a Prill,e. 

'- " z..,·d Simmmi !d. /Ie agree~ i .. many poll\!5 wi~ tAo nQIIkt 
and )e riled Lord whQ had l·ft Ihe woolraclc, he .woWcl there
fo(~ oqly detain their Lordfuip. with Ibting ill whllf he 4ijfnCli 
(rom hat &obI 2.1ld je;u-o d I.ord. The I aotill.' !\Cd LOrd 

ad Ilased, that two opinion had been propoUJided 11\ the Id 
d bat~ ~ eaA ill jlilraI~1 lincs, and CIlWO " ret'ndJcd II~ 
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brought to .~ and tlli: p.me point. 0 frOlJ) thi. .being tbe . 
ttate m the cafe, be. tbougllt oolllill& 0IIld b DlQrC ear,. than o· 
reconcile the one to tbc othcr; beCa fc it _GIl to be adm· d 
00 all lides of the Houle. that the ~ rince of Wal ought, and 
JlWft: be appointed to the fole Reg y. diftCIl:oce Ihere
fore only was,· whether hc {boule! ha"e it as a "",ncr of right.or 
fa~our . Thi ttrtainly was of too little nfcqucnce to PI ·VC!' /" 

"" coincidCJtC1: taking place, for a,~' had bt!fol'C liat d it as his . 
opinion, (and Ibn opinion ".. /lill tho fame) the only way to 
proceed with p: opriety, w for bo~h Houfes of Parliam nr to 
pment an addeds to hi Royal i~ hnc(" alld rc<tuire him to 
ilfume l'eg1ll power, (luring his Maje/ly's· in apaclty, that the 
~gin.tul'e mi!,oht be complete; for ,It prefen\, he affirmed, that 
the two Houfe of P ... rliao\~llt had no power wh.~tcvert' It had 
b • ..,n {tated, that he and Ih9fe whom he had he honour to agree 
with in opinion, had laid it dowlI as II m:ocim, that duriJl~ the 
jncapacitY of th~ o"crei~n. the Heir Apparent had al un/llnited 
tight to '!/Ii",'; of himfelf t~e rein of !\ovcrnn,em. without 1Iny 
illterferedce of ,Parlium til; Plis he denoed to be th c . Every 
une of their Lord/l.il' , who weI' ill th~ HO!,fc· at the Jafi de
bate, ,null remember, that bolh hI! and the learned Lord (whofe 
abfence he had now to reg~t, efpocildly as i~ w .. s occalioned by 

mily mi,foltulles) had uni(. rmly inf!ftcd it mua be wid1 the 
~dvlce a.nd approbation of Pariiamel~l-thof. who held a diJfer
. III language' thofe who infia d that th ta-Prioc . of Wah... had 
no mu,'e right to the Reg .ICy than any other individual, Oluft 
...Ifo ",ainui", that in cafus of incapllciry of til .0\·creigo1 ~e Reg ncy beCame e1edivt; of cQulre th 'f might have mallY 
c:andidatel', might hoof<' whOm they thought proJle" and. d9ubt~ 
~ havh~~ the power to chooft, thelY had allo he power to r ~ 
j..a. In lhat cafe, ·the third branch of the leginatllre JlDt beltw 
tree and i ot, it ~ntirely Ifubject ~od de eJ1~~~lt 00 th~ 
ether ·IWO. He perfe Iy a r with the nQble and l.,arned 
Lorci, that it .. 5 hi!?hl to be regretted, that. the e 01>1l1io05 had 
ever n btou"ht f war.d and gil:Jlt d'~ 11 that Hou~; it c.er-
t. illly d fe, ved lam~, and blame dO'ubtlef~ ought to rea em him 

ho introduced i~. Ih agiuting th : (ubj ct that JllJ dif ul cd, 
~Id which \ ocUlfiYII lelf 11\e. rwo Pl'ofiu: ;lliollS to . 
1 ott<! and i'lfilled IIpoll, w < not in pUl"ble to him 01' all 
(Jn~ noble L .d, wbo 1'311 flwk~n on hi fide of die qu /1io t. 
'J11.dr Lord£hip mull aU remelllbctr, that thl: ruh· ell: had b e1\ 
introdn d by the Lon.l 1'r nt of his M~j y' Council, in a 
",oft ~"traOldit Y. Md he "'Ad fay, diprdlrl;' and "."parlia-
,. '1tt;J,.., manner. 

fi . J " u r mt. tary" J,.,'IIg f""~(11 f.'iJh j'1II, ,"<r~J'> 
• Sm--t was cal!ecl to ord.... .",i the H ufe tva, lor 

Imo t«:on4l til into confulioJl, b J'ff~t~nt Lord ri{lnp; a 
, I~n.e time to (Pl"lIk:. • 

• • 



• 
, , 

, 'nIe DuM-.§' '~"-'faiocI, he qlolcc to order.'" 
• - before dae ofioufc:, he "ouId d e move, .. _.' ....... 

HG\lfe do adj.",."." . 
L~rd SI.rNlDnt wd, Lord Sydney had caned him to order. III!I 

·Lord Rawdon ~ (eyera! Lords nea.r him, baving repolled die: 
, word" Lord S ydoey to order." 
.... Lord S""lJ rok with fome warn',th, and faid, he wu c_ 
, manded by /iYe or fIX Lord &. the oppolite bench, to (peak. He 

, 13mented, that tbe H04Ife had already betrayed a temper that, ill 
his mind, ill became the folemnitY'PIld importance of the fubjelt 
that they were dif~uffing, , ach hehllYiour w not decent there. 
He knew not what oWence be had gillen, that he {hould receive 
.a reprimand, but if any noble Lord bad $:iken olfence at~im., he 
would 'baye them know, from tbe n,oble Huon near bim (Lord 
Rawdon) to the <flObJe Vi(count on the other lide, dlar there 
were other ways of f"ttUng differenoe between one Gentleman 
and an<,>ther. His Lordlhip foon rl:covered hi,s calmnefs, and 
faid, be thankod God warm as he vv by n""ure, his WVII)th 
{cloom lafted lung. He had hca.rd ""~ ffions whicb he thougbt 
diforde.rly, ami he of courJe as well ail feveral other noble Lords, 
had called to .order-this was nothing uncommon ; 'he Wd not 
to,. be intimidated, Why he Ihould he thu fingled out and 
called upon to come forward, he was unable to fay. It....., 
furely difordcrly to a1lud to any thi,~g dOJle in anotber place, 
and ill his milld no .lefs fo to ~lIude to' a noble Peer, jn the mall. 
Ott and terms which the noble \4ifcciUnt had Mile to the noble 
and learned Prefident of the Cotful:il. 

L QI"d Rir.JJtim avowed him(clf to ble one who had called upon 
the noble Secretary of State to fpeale. to order; he did it becaufe 
he had eYer underltood, that wheney.~ .. noble Peer w~s calIcd 
to order, it was a charge d,at be bad dOlle or faid. Comething im. 
properly, and M: wifhed to know wha't it was his Lordfhip couJ.i 
lay to the charge of the noble Viicout,t, h ving him(tlfheard till: 
learned I'cefident of the ouneil inlirodllCe the fubjea, in his 
opinioR, in a \'ery IIl1parliamentary m' n.cr. The tlO e Secre. 
tary of State had i1ared, he W3 not flO be intimidated; he.lu1ew 
110~ whether his Lordlhip meallt to a11'ude to him, but ~e would 
affure that noble Lord If he did, tll'l' he _ not til .. brow
beat. When he lidl heard the le"tIled Prelideot of flat C-..cil 
introduce this fubjeCt in the manner ~ e did, he tl'COlb..a'\If die 
confcqucnces; it wa a maller, In J is opinion, fr-...i with 
~ang r, and Ih d any mifchiefs atir. lbolt who hae befn tho 
occalion ought to be onfidered as WwerabJe; it ~ed to 
bim a tbe very means of preventing q~e !ubjed being cOnlidercd 
with that c<\Olne(s and rem per the ~ c/lilf of it required !a
dead of being conlined to their ~ ips, it Wai nf,W bec_ a 
~ topic: oi copyerfatioll; na1', , ·w_ 119 up at .. 

• f + . , c'lfOW 
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• « ~(II6ft- every !teet, wtdI putiaI ~&fi ~ the' . 

ed. of two penons in anotber pi ace, illY; ' as it werc tIM; • 
ubjie at large to u,e part in the illv~nigatioo. '<I tbe lutbors 
refee wbtt evils migh .dTl!e frOni filch dl\l1 erous meafures I 

..... Sucil conduB; baviqg been ptlrfu d, it bccaroe tbe Inore in, 
eumbent on li\eif Lordlliirs to itt ith cantion, '!inc! he bopt:d JII 
God, that the utmoft e3r ,",ould be talt n 9" tbeir part, tit at no ,,-

dverren<:y of their .iligl t i ocCllfion to the much 1<) • 
be 'p~bended (e'tm~nt-",b~.cr the pulace toolt ma tef' 
Sa band, il wa · a iflicult , nlk 0 ""rea ,t from thtll'l.-He h

ted th indifpolilic;m of his fove ign, a d he hUftily wiililll\ 
ieftorMion to healtb, but. tilltlt3t Merlin lhould arriYe, it wa. a 

they owed the country, to pr {erve harmony, anJ cxercili 
ft<rtv t1\ent for her :wnnta e. . • 

e had,ll.eard from the lIoble Lord rf the w lack, (with gre!l~ 
fileafure) that nothing ullMceo;,ry W the important bulinels of 
fel in~ the wir of the nati ,Wa:I Iucllter into their ¥>rdlhip'S 
deliberations. Tlt3t queilion wa, in his apini , not only UD-

eem ry but dangerous; and, if it 1Q0uid be brought forwardj 
fhe b ame w uld left With thIM, no~ by whom it bad been litH 
thc,lti<1ned, but with tbofe who, wilbout 'lecetIity, and aware 6 
(he d.,'ger that mllft :4tIend it, infuled on bringing it into dif
til bII. 

The lArd Prtftknt faid, he could t fit [.rent, and hear .him, 
i If c. aflred wi~ Mvin been guilty either 11 crime, or, at beftl 

very high alld cen ura Ie a8:0of indifcrction. A noble Vifcount 
had (;lid, in a war Mt quite ~anJOrmabl to his ufual ma.nner of 

Kpretilng h !'tIfd in that Houf~, mat be, in a manner, eq ually" 
eJ(lraordlnary, diforderly, and ullparliamClltary. had introduced 
the topie 011 which they had dite r d JaR Thurfday. He was 
l1NIdy to COllf< C! that he did notic of wb1-t p'IGcd in anDth,r 

t, in the coutfe of his 0 uin f"cech; but· he denied that, 
Jr m th general Wcn:d I e ufo d, allY noble Lord WlIS ,,,at"
J 1ll'lri:iJ t fiK on l'Iim iL cIt3€1l bf having fpolcen in a diforderly or 
pi) I' u .. rlitrlffp:/IUJ" nner. ot th" h meant to deny, 

\',"'''' b • t~ ,ti",.· pi. &I, h aid m n the H(lu/e of omOlons. He 
r f hII di and if the qucftioJl wer,,/ur to him, whetber any 
.lIu II or thJt Hou(e lowhat h d e in the other, was difor- . 
~iIId It! ulnr, b fuo,,1 admit tbat it wa. But filch allu-
fl k!lew, th ugh in lhi nef! in'egular, wer made ' 

et)l Ind overlook ,or, if 11 deed, done fo by!tating, tIt3 
r ~cI,{oHI"rly. in jO good humoured II ban thatno party 
ulk·alY. The nobl V ifeo"nt 1 d t at y ufed the wore! u',.. 

",".""tn1. "ilb 10 angry and v ement ate, t at it feemed, 
.. if ,.-elt clere\IM["ed to Illo ted ,.itb a d r e of pailion 
.... ' .. Imo , duLt were qeeedinglyto be l:lment • He mua. 

J ... '".:, ' juSice 10 him/ll(, d~ th34 e Wol, tha\ ,ncked and 
3 b~1 , 
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, II\NIo wIlo~ fH'9aCbcd die dQl:mnc of die" llish eI;_. 
o J'rince, in contradi/HnCtioll to tbe Rights of the two iI~ fJi 
P~rliament. He did not firtl brqach the doCtrine, ~ Ihm:. 
fore, be did nor hold himfelf amwerable lOr the confc:q_ 
1;/avu'g been br"'lched, it m4ft be noticed, beC\Ulie they' were 

• en aged in a ero<'eediug, that wuuld materially a!fed th~ hberties 
,,6f pollerit)', and, therf'lore, Ilothi 'lg dark or doubtful o~ ht to be 
, {ulfered fO remain ~ntollChed- d undecided in the adjul mcnt 

fo mOlT, ntolls a concern. 
~I'wo different opinions on an important queftion had bee I, 

ftated, and had gone forth to.the p\lb IC in IlCwfpapets :lOU ha~d. 
bills, before they were mentioned by him; ~nd whatever improL 

pr!ety there might ha,ve been, in diftta ing and inllaming m ~'S 
mlOd6 b,.Cuch a queftlon, he .pprebend~ no da.nger from the d,f. 
t;ullioo, and 1houldJlot be afraid to meet it. • 

Lorti StmIlDII/ f.id, he wos glad he b:ld becnimerrupted, ~ he b:ld 
/Icard fo ablNln argument from tbe IlODle Lord near him (Lord 
Rawdon;) at ~e fame time it gave ilim. concern, that notlt~r IlPble 
Lord 1hould bave taken offence at ~vbat b meant as a m rk. CIf 
perfnn'!l refpect-. He had not bad the hOllour of fitting in tbe 
other lipufe of ParLialnent, but he had ever un eritood the btiog 
called to order, implied a parliamentary cb~rge, and th t the 
rule was for the perfon cOllI_d to order to fit down, and the oth~r 
member to ftace !}is charge.of breach of order. With this view, 
when the noble Sec tary of State h d called him. to ord r, he 
/lad fat d9wn and {;lid, (C Lord ),d,ney to order." and bad aIfo 
interrup~q a noble Dulce, who, hi: faw, WI not aware tbat ~he 
poble Lord, who called bim to order, wa$ upon hi legs. By 
(aying, it was not hi~ intention to enret into the difcuJlion of a 
qu"Clllon, which be thou bt to be unn cffilry, or, to ttclilpt fol
lowing the arguments wb icb a learnccj Lord, whofe abrence he 
relreted, a.nd the mor!' fo, a he believed it proceeded frpin a fa
mily misfortune, (~rti /.fugb,,,ugb) ha formerly infliled on, with 
10 mu h en'ergy; much of their perfpicuity, and much of their 
f rCe would be loft, • he 4id; but he ' ged leave to, /l itte to 

. ~ ,cir Lo((l!hips, why he tbought th twO opinion, propounded 
jn t e 1~t1: debate, migbt be recQncjl d. As it was th n publicly 

. k.nown, what was the intention of govern lit in regard to th 
ltegenC}', w ich he rertlindcd· th ir Lordlhipt, \ a cir~umftatll:e 
'I\ot known to the Houfe, wben the.y hl1d hll di \1fi'ed tbe fwhject; 
/Ii "puliol\ wa that they thould pr d forthwith to <l«Jaro 
the Prince of W. les fole Regent, At preftor, with dj{lI\em~ 
~r <I I giOatur , the <:olllltry Ilood in a filwuion, in which it 
"ugb! to be f",lfered to rema LlIPrf Ii e s poJli ~. it 
W<IS Iltcelrary, ~tordin, to all ir opi'liont. &0 proceed to ra ;,.ll1U(JJ"~ , it iIllM:came ,bem I walk tbe' ia qita ... 

t t;CfJllJ>tc..t,JiIIM. Of dl<IE 1101111 W'f" ,.-nillt 
o • 

• • 
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(,I' right, wbich, in hi mind, it equally i and ftliitlel$ 
difcul . . ' 

From what M had beard, fince be bad formerly fpoken 01\ th 
(obj a, the difference ill fubftance between tholi: who main- . 
ta;l1cd the m~ oppofore opinion wa too minute to be made 
the objea of debate in a cafe of ruth peculiar nd general '!II- " 
pomnce. It wa univerfallyagreed, that the Prillcc of Wales/ 

"alone, d .nfettered by »'lIy Jlcrtllanent council, ought to exer- ' 
cik me funttions of government in tne name of his father, tin 
be, wbofe ri hI th~y wef lhould be able to rcrume them; -.md 
-whether he r cived that power y parliamentary appointment, 
hy fueh a right a1i he conceived him to have, by' fuch a right a~ 
odtcrs uoocrliood him to pulld's, or by 311 irrefolllble claim, words 
Which l1e thould h.we wed ber. re, if they had occured biOI, it 
could do no good, but might do mu b harm lO dehare. He could 
not e")lt his regard fo~ hi MajeUy" nOll, hi fenfe of the 
goadnefs he had xperien ed from him, nor n' farro)", or the 
..tIiiClioll that haa come upon him in fuch eI uene terms a a 
karned Lord hlld done-Ntfu" 1tI/)njlr'ar_/t rti. IonIum. but be 
would do DOW, what he thought would be aeceJltable to his fo
"ereign, w~re be confcious of what be did j What, he trulled, he 
",dIlId approve, when it 1b1l1l plcar. biOI, who VUltS alike the COt

.1:' c nd til palace, to rellore what he had 13k n away. Were 
tb~ Jalt fccne dofed, Jle would aCt if he thought that a de-
potrlcd fovercign felt an intercl1: in the h' l'l'incfs of the people 
whom h. had governed, anol could be gratified by looking down 
<>" the alf~irs of a terreftrial klngdom. He had experienced, and 
t refore knew the feelings of a father for a (on. He muft wifh, 
that Ib government of his fOil, Whether a his furedfor, or his 
lleum/menl, /bould be profperous, -and to be pro/ilerou, it mull: 
ticjl,olff' Let th heir apparent, therefore, be declared fole Re
gent, ill ~nJ way that could infure unanimity, Ind let him not be 
circumfcrlbcd in th exetcife.of Ihat prerogative which they all 
knew (0 be nee lfar.y to ~ vigorou government, and the welfare 
of me !}'Ition. Tbe wen of the prer rive were nl>!: a right 
lor the benelit or the gov~rnor, but a u ,ufi for the interefr of the , 

vorned: they had be~n proved to be no more than fufficienr 
r th~t putpofe, by long experience, and to abridge them would 

10 clldltn!;t'r tbe interefl they meant to protect. Let them 
1I111tltte I cs..;""pie their anceftQrs had fet Ihem to thei r own im~ 
mortal honour, lind thac of their poftetity, in tbe glorious a:ra of 
tile ... &ution, in every thing but one, Letoth m not procraf
tillate u.d waitt ,ime ill ufders ditj>utes abOilt words and forms, 
.. hen ~y were C4ll.d en (0 ~jde on fubll.ance and elfentials. 
Th.t'Jr , iiJ'ne'er o~ thought, on that iUull:riou occafion, of 
limning oI'rcducin; the power W the prerogali\'e, but had tranfC.n._ th ta uJUiillliui/hed; '5 well lulU" iug th.It (.II y 

VI ( 
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, re flO gre~rftaJl the i'afety of the kingdom, • ". ..ty 
• f the g9vern~~ demanded; for, by the Bill of R.igh 

was,not ~ lingle rigln eftablithcd, which, by tilt IIlIlUr,1 and cle.
. .:onlfruitiQl) uf the, conItitulion, wa not the right of the liMIt: 

bef!>re tbat pe{iod. Let alhheoretic"1 quelliolls be avltided. 
.• t In not imitate thofe philo opher~", Who, when Conftentil\l;Ip!e 

was belicgt'd, in!lead of contributing to the del' nee i the city, 
, ' employed thelDfel"es in mc~.ph ylicaI difquilition ; and wbo:a 

' Mahomet tl)e Second fcaled the walls, and flormed the city. ~ 
fonud amufiog themfclve~ round a ' ble with idle debJtcs ~bout 
idle fubtleties. His Lord ' lard rr.ueh lI.refi (1n th donger of 
continuing without a vigorou. tX'ec;utive government. , ith re
gard to tbe fafelY of the :lmte frol1) foreign cncD)i." be looked 
to the ~i1ance of Minifiers, tbe force of tile country, ,and the 
friendly dilpolitidn.of the neighbouring powers. His cO/lfidence 
in refpea to dan er from 'brood, 'l!'a~ further confirmed, and 
fortified in his knowk<8ge, th molt.(Jf th foreign power> were, 
tit this t:Ole, under fufficient drcutn1 ,ces of difficu.lty and m
barra[sment. But a variety o( r fons might be ft' cd to prove 
the preJlirre of- the mome)!t and the urgency of the cale. He 
p"rtlcularly pointed out the anxious and unpleaC:int fituati01l (If 
Lord Caermarthen. as ecrerary of Stljtl: for foreign .ltairs, wbo, 
for feveral w Ics pafr, had not been able to ferut It Jingle ini!ruc
tioll t any of (lur Mini~cr n road, finc;e, it w~ well IUlOtl'n, 
-all fuch inaruction ~cre fent in the nam , aod l the command 
of the King. •• • 

Tbe lArd Chancel/.,. once ",ore came fl'o,o Ihe wool(;u:Jc, to 
fiate that Lord Rawdon had mifeon . ived him I h had merely 
la id, he 1hould be .velfe to the difcuffion of UIlIlt<t}foI'J qucfrions. 
ll~ fettling what tbey were all Ji> laudably ~nxiQus to I~tcle, there 
was a line pointed out by the con1l:ituti n to be pu.rfued, alld 
wh,tever tendee! to afcertain tho t, n~uft UOt be conJidered '¥ un
neceRary. Tb y were nor to be guitlcd merely by temporiU'Y 
convenience, but mull lU!ccrrarilv have a vic,",," to jlolfcri~. and 
adopt eaeh. moa{ures/~5 might pro id' alcllJedy for a f~jlar DI
' tional calamity, fuould all)' Cuch rver occur ~gain. any minuee 
point would, of cOllrfe, he broug r lorw rd, On by OIlC, aad 
rendered fubjeit to difc umon; but it woulJ be in the power of 
ny one Lord to prol'PKe tbe <lircut]j~," of poillts, whic:Ja it 

feemed to be the general and anxious defu'c of mQa of Ihe DOble 
Lord who had Ipok n th.t ~ay, 10 avoid. It depended, there
forel on the di(liII'eoQIJ of Ihe II ble'Lords ti)emlelvea: that their 
future deliberation.lhouJd ,/fume a compl xi011 of uaannaity or 
oth~rwjfe. If fueh copics the noblc V iKount bali rc6:rrcd. Ii) 
in the Iattcr'part ofbis fpc,ch, were rolilteil on. ..,. WCIIdd 1IIl
avoid~bly COllleel the Houl 10 go into cbcdifcuJlion M e-r'" 
lion that ~d been ltattd w be "up! aliuar. and 1ibJ,. SO DT cice 
\!llCalillefs, and dilfJfencc of oriluon.. );~1 

• 
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• . Ellr1 SllJIlh';I, wilb great folemnit)', I~ I allxioU5 wilb; 
that what the Houfe bad that day heal from oble Duke (tl\o ; 
Dult~ !)/' York) CQUld hilve been ".-en 'n an, way in writing, (0 
as to qave been mad in fome way r other, matt r of r ord. . 
It wa too important a commuJuC4.!jol) 0 be (u/fered to remain ill 

, fleeting words, ... ,hich could not be ha uled do to polh;rity '(Ot • 
• them to grafp, anll quO! as a proof (l the exifl;encc of an ell< n, ,;

. al part of tile col\l\itu . on. Cou~ d\ t be don , he was of opi- . 
oioo, m t any further difcuffiOJl 'night De voided. , 

The D:d. aj'Gl'Jlttjitrfdid, he had now corn i"to the Houfe, 
Cor the lira time /inee the .:mittie w 'cn th roy:<l fJmily had 
fuffered, and decl.o.red that it. was enl~' fOlit hours /ince he had 
beard, that any thing wa to be gib\ the fubject that 
u". He deprec~ted, with great energy t difcuf_ 
fion of a que~ion. fo pre .. lUlnt witlt delay, all could only 
tend to produce the mo!~ mifchicvou i confequences: He de
dared himfclf a meer individual, not i"Alienee« by party. but ac, 
cuated by a Ii re love of hi countq', al d a. it ong ' Ccnfe of 
",b~t he lc:new uld be hi M~j (l:y's fecling , were he bappily 
to recover from his preCent ialDcllted indifpofition. Hi, Kaya/ 
HilbnJ/i truned, that the good fenf< and lo)oalty of a majority ill 
each Houfe, would yet prevellt tl)e tbN! tenetl qeci/ion 011 this 
point. Perfe.ernn e in it as mifchievolls to the laft degree, and 
could not be meant for tbe public g F or his part, )lis Roy'll 
Highnefs added he felt fo ilrongly on t:he f~jea:, th;lr if 'he at
tempt was pe lifted in, and . the qu {~on brought before that 
Houfe, he cO\lld only fay, that he lievcd be jb.lIlJ not dim to 
truji birnfilfto come r. rwarll md fpea\.: his fCJ1timenrs on the ex 
traor mary conduct of thofe, w/lo w'~re ullllccdTarily incline<t 
c~pd a decilioll on fo dclicat :I que~ioll. 

brJ (Atl"",., rofe tQ Ilate, that tho papers pall d agail>ft the 
wall of th public ftrects, which h~d ql'en allu d to by a 'loble 
lArd, w re not ,h\:; ouly att~lpt of the kill4 til inBame the 
mind of the mu 'tud but thOt .oth r pap rs, replete with vio-
\cGCO a~ fal.iChood lJ calculated t~1 th~ condll of Mi-
niilers fal ely, and Ill'lke it appear, ttJat Olle (If dIem h3d fet him
fdf up a a ntpetilor with the Prine of Wal • had firll been 

ftc up and dlihibuted through th il:ie~ oJ LO'luon and W cll:- . 
minI! r. He wilbed that e qu frio.;" to which they had re. 
la , had nt~er beet) (tatted, and ~hat it nligbt not now be fu,r- . 

r ·Ji(cWfccl. 
L4'" {]JI'-rt concluded wim mOl'ilU~ to adj rIl. 
I he ~J'Ii ~tu.r then put the qUI Ilion, IIIi the I{oWe at!~ 

j<>umed rill to.(Ilorrow, eleven p',lockl 

• 
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, THE Houfe hav;ng me at four o'clock., punu:lnt to the 
I ~mmO!nt of yefitrday- • 

. The Enrl of ,,(hmgJm ro[e, and e)'prell"cd' a wllb to knOll', 
in.er from the Ch30<;dlor, or any n~\)l~ .Lord preCe{lt, whether 

it ""ere a p bable coojeCture, with refpt to 
the Ript. 

in~orn,~ his L,)rdlbip, that until tbe Re
of Lord fuduld be roaM, it would be 

tor-illy imilOJllible t. gratify his Lordthip. 
if Abin$don again rore, lll,d addrdr. d the HOl/fe as 

follow : \ 
, My LOltD" . r 
A noble Lo:rd, in the converfation. of yefterday, baving faid, 

that if the ~eniO)'\ of Right, refpeain~: the Regency of the I'rince 
of Wales, WIIs brought forward in th,is Hotlfe, he would divide 
the Houfe againft it, it be was the firi!ll~ Lord to do fo, in order 
that his conduCt mig~t remai~ ~pon ,;cord) I rife ~o giro no
ttc<: to your LordibJps, tbat It )5 my mtentlon 10 bnng (o~rd 
the queLtion on 2J'lyoday in the next l¥ee tbat 60nr Lordlbipt 
fuall tbink fi~ to name, and to dh.ide the HouC. upon ijt, if I 
am the Cmgle Lord to do fo; and for the very (arne reafujl that 
the noble Lord gives, that my conduCt might appear upon ecord 
for having fo done. 

My Lords, it is a queftion tbat tbe two Houfes of P.,lialJlalt 
demand the decifion of, It is a quefli. n that the .King calls for. 
it is 3 queflioll tllat the Lord Chan~ellor of England, a th ke~per: 
of the Kio~'s confc:ienc:e, is bound in duty to haTe brought for
ward. It II a qUe£lion chat the- natioll. demand,: Jt is a quell ion 
due to ofterfty. It,§. quefrion I lam t tf) find, {ha~ oy part 
of the Houfe of BrunC>yiclc fhould ibrink from. 

The Lon! Choll&.U.r (aid, it would be ir..reguJar to make a.n1 
' moriae, uutil the Repon bad been relCeive<i from the Commii_ 
~e. 

. 
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" tht rules, whitt, jlr,mgm, who ift> 'III g(l!iylmijfom, U;_oily . 
• b{tnJt. 'Tht dom if the gall",.t ~ w"1 1\ ~6tir impttl''./itl' • 
NIIt "," the Ittllf, 1M Illlihe P'!/fogtl IJdin[ t, '}mll, WITt (rllltlki 
"'fore telf o'u",·k. 

THE Houle \.eing rcfumcd, • 
At half pai~ tour, tne Clwncella,. IIJi' ,h. Exchrfuer opened the , 

,dinc6 of the day, by mo,vi,lg tliat ~ the Hquft rJ. rtjohJt itft!f ' 
ill". Con"nillu, all the Clnltderotiln oj II" S,at. if lb. Nution," be' 
rl1lld, which being done together with the order fOt' 
referring the R eport of rhe to take and 
report the examination of the King's and the Report 
of th Committee appoInted to and report 
Pr cedents, &c. to the raid ComOlit(ee, of the 
E¥c;hequer moved, " that the Spea~r do n I ave the chaif," 
wWc:h havin been put and agreed tOI, BI'HI Wotfln, Efq. toole 
the chair at the ble. . , 

The Cbolfulhr if the E ,,(hequer hel~arf hI fpecch with declar
ing, that the Haufe were then in a Committee;.to talee illlO 
t"ol,r,der::tion the Stale of the Natlo!:!, under "ircumftanccs the 
moll: cahllnitous and important, that U..d evcr befallen the coun
t;{' at ahnoft any period. It wa then a century ago, fUlce allY' 
thms of equal importance had engllged the ~ttention of that 
Hout'. The clfcumftoncc that haa .thell occurred wa th Re-
olution, bet'" ell wbich, however, anll the ,refent circumilance, 

ther wa a gre-at and .fiemi differetlce. At that time the two 
Houfe had to provide for the fillinl~ up of a throne, that wa 
vacant by the abdication of J ame~ the • econd; at prcfellt they 
ha.! to provide fur the ~eJcire of the Royal Authority, when hi 
MJojefty' political c pac4y wa Whole and entire, and the thronc 
conlequcOlly full, ~Ithough in faa alii tbe funaions of tbe exe
cutive government were fufpended, 'but whicK [ufpenfion they 
had every rcalOn to expca would be but temporary. There 
ould, he [aid, be hut Q/lC fcntimerft ueon that head, which 

w thtt dIe molt b~uine of his MajolUy's phy/ici~s could 
not e~ :t ClIre Inore fpeedily, than it was the anxious willi of 
e ry man in the Hn"r~, and very defcriptipn of his Majefty' 
fubje&. that hi cure might be efli~t\ed, and tbat he might ' 
tbence be enabled ag:tin to relume rbe excrcife of his own au .. 
thority. During the tetnpo=y cOI'I~inuance, however, of his 
M.lj<;lly'\ mal.1dy, it was their indifFlcnfible duty to provide for 
the denclePCy in the Leginatu re, in order t~ a due rtl 
mig!-t be baillD tbe Cafeey of the crown, and tho i-.ft of (he 
prople. 

'1 he firll.Report b ~ the Comm\ ce ellabl~ the mela 
dIoi, (,u,; tlut had rendered their d dib<:ration AOCe4I&ry the 
*",14 contaiped a toIIe~oll of fucb Prec~lIls, leIe&cl f~om 
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~ hifiorr of fonder rimes, aa wm: jn any degree a~ogaa. 
'the pn:lent unforCul\ato: linution of the country. Although be: 
wu.ld not underwe to fay,' that /till more Precedents migPlc 

• 1101; bave been found, yet lucl! as the Report containeU, wuilld 
• ferve to throw a confiderable degree of light on the (i,bjell', al1d 
.. point out to the Houll: the mode of proceeuing moft propc:T to 

• be adopted. NOtwithftandin~ the magnitude of tbe queftiou, 
. / What provifion ought to bt made for lupplying the deficiency l' 

there was a quel1ioll of a greater and /HII mOLe importalll na~ 
tUft, which mull be difcu(j'ed and dec~ed /irfi, as a preliminary 
to their future tranfaCli(lIls, willi a view to tn profellt exigency. 
The quet1ion to which he alluded, was, Whether auy perroll 
had a l{ight, either to qjfom~ or to c10im the exercife of the Royal 
Authorit)" during the incapacity and infirmity of the overeign> 
or, whether it was the Rigbt of the Lords af)d Commons of Eng
land (0 provide Jar the deficienc) ill tlje LegiOatU1'e, rel'uWng 
from fuch iucal'acity 1 On a former day he had fiatell, thai: ill 
cOllfequence ot aft aaertioll having beep I»ade in thac Houle, 
tbat a Righc-attached to his Royal Highn..Cs tbe Prince of Wales. 
as Heir Appnrellt,. ~o exercife the overeign Authority, a Wol\ 
as the two Houfes of Parliament declared hi Majefiy, frolll ill
nefs and illdifpofition, incapable of exercifing bis royal tunctions > 
it appeared to him ~o be ab(olut~y and indifpel.hbly lie clUry. 
that the Q;.e/lion of Ri~ht "ught to be lirfi deciued by th COID
mittee, hefore they t I< a Gngle ilep to provide lPr the delici. 
ency of the third cfiate of tbe realm. ~y the aill mOil f tbc 
exillence of fuch a right, no matte whether a right that could 
be a1rumed in the lirll illilance, or a a right whih attache after 
the declaration of both Houfes of Parliament, that hi, M.~~fiy 
was incapable, a doubt had been tbrown upon the exilience of 
what he had ev"r confidcred a th~ mofi lacroo and important 
rights of tbe two 'Houfe~, and it became abfQlutcly necttlilry lOr 
them to decide that doubt, and by fueh dccilion arc~rtain whe
ther they had a rigbt to deli~erale, or hether tbeir proceeding' 
mull be exceedingly Gibrt, and they lhoul<?have only m :aijuclge, 

.' 

, that fuch a right as had b en melltioned was legally velifd ill 
llis Royal Higbnefs th Prince of "Vales. He mentioned the 
'difficulty and emharraffment tha~ had been thrown upon theit 
proceeding by Ib<> .Rertion, that fuch a claim exificd; ,111<1 al
though he was free to conf< (" that the nR.rtion had not been 
made from any authority, and that they had fince bearq, !h?ug~ 
not in tbat Houf.". thaI il wa not in"'"ooo cbat the claim lh.,,,!d 
be made; 1'1, bavln been qoce ~te , by a very rdj>eetabJo 
member of that Houle as his opinion, it WAS an opinioll of. toO 

much import""K:e to be palled by; be delired it to .ge remem~ 
bercd, however, that he had not (llrred the Q..l,\dUon of Ri&ht 
orighpll ; jf therefor any ferious danger ~ ;&..'hL>llv ID be 
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~<lJcd by its beillg 4Iikalred u1d dec:i.... t danger and it ' . 
confequenc s were folely im;MJOlblc 10 the a.1TOf or the qu. ' 
tion .. n~ not to him. Had (he doubt M\'Cr been raired, • 
pre(, d bnotion en the fubjc had DGt n necdfMy, b • 
the malter ftood, fucb a declaration mua IN made (JDe wa,y or 
the otber. He begged, however, th.t it mitbt not be inapuled • 

. to hi"" tIl'l,he w del'roll of aftihg time in bringing for- • 
.....0 any abftral.t, or culative, or theoretical quelHon. An \ 

fJ~:::~qucftion In hi conception of it, was a queltion wbolly 
\' ty, tile <\ili umon- of whi b could .nfw r no ,end, or 

c:iilii41 it d 'fion aftotd a y Ii t '" guide and affill: them 
ill tileir p'oceedil1g4. Of II very differcnt nature was the 
<!!! 'on of Right; it wa a quellion th.u flood in the way 
u I fubf. quem pr <ding, the dolvihg or which -muft nr;.. 
c:elliutly cide upon thc wllOlc of their dua witb r gard 
_ the prCfenc important Dulinef.; they werc not free to 00-
IIb.tare • deterJnin, whil the doubt of an c>(ill:ing tight or 
obaim Y<:r their head, they could not fp kc intelligibly, or 
to allY pur r. until they It w their proper chaf1l tn, and whe
tiler t"~y re exerdfUl t ir own righ ~ f the Cafety of the 
Crown, and int rc s of the people, or whether they werd 
u[urpin~ that which bad' never bel n cd to them. On that 
ground It w , dial he hod declared the .ellion of Right not to 
be :Ill ~bficaa "cRion, a (peculati~ uefrion, or a theoretical 

uefiloll. c £r1~ informarion, the Pll\> rs that had hccn re-
ferrt to the ommittee affotded, vr.t tpat which he 1hould make 

e !jrll cefalutioll, "Iz. a refolution of hCt, as the ground of 
tho th· t wer defigned by him to follow it; a refolution it.t
in til t wbich the J ngu gc of nU hi Ma) tty'. pbyfician af_ 
k fuBic. It proo of, that his Majelly Wa.5 me.pabJe (rom iIInets, 
of coming to lIi Parlia ent, or au~nding to any public bufinefs, 
wlI~ce 3Iore the in rruption ¢' tbe eUll i e of royal authority. -
Tn rbat rer. lurion of hEt, h conceived tber could not be any 
ObjettiOll. Hi next ref. lutian wou.ld be the r folurion of Righlj 
cOllch in part in tli WQrds of the Bill· f Rights, ~ ftatingj 
.. Thatitwa theri hnnd uty of the Lords Spiritual and Tem- . 
pora), and ofthcHnJe of ommon s the rightful reprefentatives 
of all t,he fl:ates 0 the peOJ>lc of England, to provide for tb deliai: 
C1IC} ir~ rhe!egifiatur byrbe illt. rr~ion of.the xe~cife oftlJ ro)'al 

thon , III conf. u nce ofht ~dly' I C~tty through JIV 

dilj>ejiti ." He rcnewt hi -arguments in (upportof th claim 
(,f the two If oures or Pauiamem, declar~. at under the pre-

drcumfl:ances of tbe countr),l it ... bia /inn and unalt table 
opinion, that it was • ~b olute and undeniable Right of the two 
Houk o. the part of the peopl~~ to provide f, the revival of 
\tie tbinl ef~te. He ~Iared he would he the point at ilUte be-

I tJrCCIl him and tbeRigat Hon. G1Intlemao "Ie tohim"fair11'. 
I - He 
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; J.k ,.jjblillliot to 1:D Id\Oantace 01 an, fbHes p{ lIi&e.1IIi 
tween them, but to _ltOe uPOI'I !he roIid and (ub(lantial diJlc_ 
01 their opiniolll. If be had conceived the Right Hon. G"mJe., 
lUll properly, he had aJferted, " that in bis opinion, the Priace • 

• Wales, as Heir Apparent, upqn the incapacity of lhe &-icA 
') ~o -exercife the Soyer~ign Autho~ty being declaredl bad as ciar, 

. a perfea, and as tndtfputabJe , rtght to take IIptIn himfelf !be fulL 
. J ~x.rcife of all the authorities and prerogatives of hi fdtMT,. if 

his Majefty hid Ilndergohe an atlual demife." Jf it could be pNi sol 
to hilt q¥ any Precedents, dra1lVn /to", hillory, or fOVllderi 111 
law, or by the analogy of tile Conllitution, be wifhed to_ .. 
been told what thoCe Precedent were, beeaufe in t CIf. die 
ground \,ould be narrowed; and the proceedings of the Com
mittee rendered /hort and fi01ple, as they would have no POW\T 
nor occafion to deliberate; tbe only ftep they 'Could take would 
be to ri:cogni~e the claim of tight. That claim of right, how
ever, he flatly denied .to have allY exille~e capnble of being (u£. 
tailled by fuch prbof as he had menticilcd: the right of providing 
tor tbe. deficien\,y of the Royal Authori~y, he contended, refted 
witb the two remaining branches of the Legifiature. He profeJRd 
himfelf exceedingly happy to bear that a declaration had been 
made il) another place from high authority, that the rigbt fbtecl 
by the Right Hon. Genlleman in that Howe, to have cllift~~ 
.was not meant to be urg by a great perfonage. He (liCIt 
h~ came that day nfirmed iii eyerr opinion,. ·that he bad 
·before flared, that no fuch right ' or claim veiled in the Prince: 
of Wales, as Heir Apparent, to exercife be Royal Au
thority duri", the incapacity of the Sovereign, could be proved 
either from.Precedents drawn from hillory, from the laW) or from 
the fpirit of the Conllitution. He reminded the Com.mittee that 
when the Right ijon. Gentleman firfr mentioned the right of the 
Prince of Wales ill this particular, the .Right Hon. Gentlertwl 
bad declared he was willing to wave tne Motion for,a Committee 
to fearc~ for PrecedevlSj becau(e he' Wls perfuadCd, and die 
Houfe mull allowj that no Preced nt coUld be found tIIat boCll 

. upon the particular cafe of a Prince of Wales, the Heir Appare'" 
to the Crown, being of full age, and capable of taking dn himfclf 
the exercife of the Royal Authority, under fuch circumftancc. » 
the prefont. There certaInly lVl\S no cafe precifely in . • 
but thoul>h their Committee aboft flairs eou1e noc 

cafe ~ifely in JXlill~ they had fuuuthed the Hoult with 
Precedents from wbich analogies miJtbt be drawn. He 
rhat .11 Precedents of incapacity in tbe Soverei ct:bc' .. 
illnefs, infancy, or abfence, were Precedents iR ptiDcip1e, and. 
plicable by clear analogy and logical inNr_ I he calW 
"POll the Right Hon. lie/ltle:nan oppofite to him, to point out • 
r .... 10 tali of die Wi • infitmity, or i11Dcf, vi a Softftip. ia 
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·",bicb the full powers of fovercignty were . Ifcd by any (lJle 

penon whatever. tf the right "ruche;! to his Ruyal Hignnef, . 
under the prcfc nt circumfranc:es, ill the - me manner a on- the 
demifc of his Ealh ... an Heir Pmumrtf e would fucc d as· per .. 
~y a all Heit App nt, and agr tably-to th t dottriNe, thole 
Precedents that "iVould attacb in the ohe cak, woufd attach ill the 0 

other. For Pr«edentli that were analogous, he would ref"" ·the 
.Committee to the ReJl<>rt on the . able, the Precedents in which,' . 

h,lIlifV might not throw aU the light vII tbe (ubjeCt that could \ 
~~ temleJ certainly to elucidate it coufiderably. He ~1id, 

r< fer to fome of cfe Piec~-dcnts, and tonvince cntJe
n;~~, ir refult ormcd ckar, ·undl!'liable proof, that no [uch 
.. i as had bef!11 pretended. The firft Precedent was 
Coo lID from !be r ign of Edward the Third, where nO jieir Ap
purellt had cJ .iLlll>O t excrcifc of the R oyal Authority. The 
Parliament of tbofe ays, whether \\dCely or "ot (was no qucftion be,. re tbe Col:llIniltee) I,rovide<! a CQuncil .bout the King's per
fon to a& r. r him, a cle r proof that they ~onceived the power .x
illed with thcUl to pr<Jvjde for the exerdf. of ihe Rotal Autho
rity. The next Pr cedeJlt wa in the reign of Ricbard the Se
cond, when CorinfdlorR Wete llIfi .ppointed to exercifc the reg:rl 
Jl<>wt:r. Tbe tl\ird J>tcoedentoccurred in-the infancy of . Henry 
the Sixth ;' at tna.t rinle lhe Parliament wl!re called together by the 
YOUJ'S King's fecond un 'le, the firtl: being frill livin~, but out of 
the k n~om, :lnd that att was ratif1'ed by , Parliament, they n ot 
coufiderin,; jt fuilicienl that it wa done lIy the authority of the 
Duke. In that inftance, .g ill it wascl.,r that the Regency was 
fallc ioned by the Parliatllen!. Thefe three i nftauct:6 were the 
principal of thofc Gated ill the RellO!t of their Committee; fub
fequent Precedent would prove, that no olle i11ftance could be 
found of any perf6ns having cxcrciCed the Royal Authority, during 
th inf~n y of a Klng, but by the grant of ·t e two Houfes of 
P ~r) ament, excepting only whtre a previous provi/ion hnd been 
made. ' 

lfaving t u far m nrton~ the Powc • • of Parliamept during 
til in~', tlf ) . ag. be f.id, he would next ftate their power 
during the King' .A>feJlce, aDd if in tb:lt cafe it Ihould be .acrted; 
Ih tm H'cirAp!>arenth2d righrtoexercifetheRo}'3IAuthority, 
1 t the 'ommiCtCC cOn Ider how that a/fenion would !laud. J t 
,.ad ~en l2id, th 'in the majority of fueh cafe, the power h.d 

" i,en to lIe Prince' of Wales. If fuch cafes could be ad~ 
dtInd, )' woald, he owned, be cafes in p'oil1t; but then to 
p~ .. b.lt; To prove, that fuell Hejr Apparent po/le/fed no 
i"'lIei",,,. li§hr. If, right e"ifte<! to reprefent the KIng, it muft 
be a perfetto lIM :\Q c:ntire right) right admitting of no 11I000i
Iic~bon Ii' mer, becauIe if allY Ihing fnort of the whole powe ".,0 g'~~n, It would be lefs chao by right could be claimed, 
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Juri! tonfC4jueJld, an ac:knowkdgllJ that nO(uch~~:::~~ 
'But. coold any ru~b· oaf" be P9inted Gut I By a rdi_c:c. to 
ancient records, It would be found, tbAt me c, •• , Rlpi; 

• . LiAtkN4ni for IN' King, h"d never bc:(~n invclted with the whd, 
• Rights of Ute King blmftlf. The p<llwtr given to Ihe CMfl"'

... Rtgni had been dilferent, under di/terc:l)t circumlhnces; a plaiD 
.and onanifcfl: inferell c thence aror., tha, the C'!ft.du Rig,,; cIid • 

"' Jnot hol,1 their filuation as a right, but by appointment, The 
powers of bellowing benences, nnd doing otiler a.9 of Cove
rcig1uy, had beoll oecafionally gil'e to the CujI.dtr R",,;, 
)Vhl h /hewed tbat th ir powe/'!; had been always fubje to lOme 
limitation or other. Aft.!" dwelling upon thefe prooe., that,uo 
Right to r.prefent the Sovereign in bis life-time had ever exitl
e~, as far l s our Records could tellify., he obferved that in mo<
dern times, Lords J trlt ices had been frequently appointed to the 
cxercife of fovereign authority, durinj~ the rendenee of" Prince 
of age in the counery •. 

He contended, that when the exerc:if~ of the R.g~1 Authority 
by the Monareb was inter.rupted; it wa~ precifely tbe fame to 
the claim of citMr the Heir Apparent pr Prefulnptive, whether 
the interruption or the inc.pa~ity prC>c~cded from minority, ab
fence, or the effta of indifpofitioll, as was tne cafe of his pi efent 
Majc/ly: and tbis appeared to be admitted in the co~r Cled ex
planatioQ of the right hOllO ble member; for s he cantended, 
that the Right of exer lill~ t~e Royal Authority a ched upon
the P~inc., whe" the King ~ incapacity. was Ifeclared, that inca
pacity may equally a ifc fro(JI infanc)" abfence, or difeaCe, In 
one.lituation of incapacity, naln y, til at of bfence, there was 
one cafe precifcly in point, when a Prince of Wa.les was ap
pointed in the Reg ncy, with limiteej authority, There were 
many PreceJents to be met with, belide thofe feleCled '.by the 
Committee, whofo' lirll cafe on the RI~port. WIIS that of Edw~rd 
III. This, as · well as that of Richard 1I. being C.""tils.{ 
Rtgcncy, he /hould not drell upon as pec<liintly applicable. To 
tlie reig.n of Henry VI. however, he fI ould ave frequent Cltea
flon to refer. That furnilhcd a PreCl!d~nt exaaly in point. A 
Regency was then formed, in conc' qluencc of the incapacity of 
the K.ing, arifing fr9m indifl'olltion. There a1fo a Pnnce 

.. of "Vale., who indeed was not of .gl~; and yet the Precedent 
w.ls not the more in pplicable. Fo tbough the lj>e&4iy reco
very of the Monar h, prevent d the /"ecution oi rile PfO"iliOll$ 
made by the Parlia~eJl(, yet il fr.l1jln~ tbe ACt of Regcllf;),. 
they anticipated the ijcuotion in whic thi C'q('~ idi:lf:lt 
the prc[etll roomellt I as if fome f~tal~ty hell_Irq_to a.. tIxir 
conduCl and prj cip1~ /hould dire« ~e pr tb& ,..~ 
fent period. 1\10 daat ACt, tho Parli ment loollrd -. ,.., 
Wrw;Jrc\. t the period ~ e Prin c of WaICi GIouI.l be of 
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age; md inftead ~ ·flopping .1hon, n acknbWledgmerlf 0' t ; 

i:
. ht he ~ men potkfs to gOyeni accoNling to the modetn 

f: em, ill name, and with all the ~~ority of. bis Fal~e .. , the 
III"liament wtnt on 10 fettle what f~ould be b,s IitUl!tJOIl, and 

the extent of die pow!:rs with which he was to be invefted~ ~ 
This .was an inftantt, and a moft indrrputable argument, thac·no ' 

. Weh Right was in the contemp ion (if that 1:'arliament, as that· 
1rilich bad httely been preferrell; fCl' though the Conllitution, \ 
tbcot w:u not (G well defined, or, of (.ourfe, fo well underft~j 
a It the prcfem geriud, et they nWf loll light of tbe maxim, 
that King', however liable in c mon with all mortal men, to 
perCo nal affi.i8ion, and to perConal intapacit)', yet, in their poli
tical capacity, are always the (ame. This, to the pc n of the 
~ing who wears the crown, is certainly confine aU tfte 
.Royal Authority of the Confritotio;n, ancP in his nime, even 
during the exiftenc;c of a Regency, muft all the public bulillefs 
be tranCaacd. Such muil be the priDlciple of every free Govern
ment, and ruch, p:trticularly, is the Cnhftitution of ours. 

If no Precedent, contrary to· thofe he had Iqted to the Com
mitt"'" could be adv3J\ced, he !bould preCume, that it would be 
.idem to the Committee, th t no Right exilled with .. j Heir 

Apparent, <lr an Heir Prcfumptive, to all'llm!: the (unelions of 
J"?yalty on the temporary illcapacity of th~ ~ovef!:ign, nor any 
nghU but thoCe delegllled by the tWb remallllJig branches of the 
J .egiDature. < JII :Ill cafes of a Regenc1, it was prove"d from 
Precedent, that th Heir \t\pparent or the Pr~fumptiv'e Heir; 

hen appointed to thu trun, was conliderably abridged Of tbe 
POWcfS beJongillg to a Olonal'Chy, and thete was 110 rea Ton to 
think, that jf they confidered d,emf.:lves to potrefs an immediate 
right to .11 the authority, they wouldl confent to be 3ppoinretl t6 
part Clf it. He fctupled oot therefore: to decl;ve, that no pofitive 
Llw, 110r no analogy from any law, clould be adduced to fupport 
Ihe doarine of ight. An opulion. had been fialed by a noble 
Lord, in .nother pl'l.ce · ( uri LO"l.hl>Dr,¥,gb) ih con~adiCtion to 
his aricnioll th~t '["hI Prinru/ JPtJ~rs /;(Jd no 1Ht)YI Rlght 1, oJf.lIIfIl 

1M R'ltl1? II/Iln (III, dtl"r ;nditJidutJl (Nijlt1. He faid, he under
Raud in arguilll/: that mattet, fome'very extraordinary mOde .of 
toea tOning had been r farted to. AlfI'ong other proofs, that th. 
Ri$bts of the Prince of Wales were difFerent from thofe of other . l:tJ k had been {aid, that the IPrince of Wales was, io i n 

ruoN, ~d by Lord Colte, ~~ronounced to be IJ1U and tbi 
Witj ,. 'I'he f2a ce'tltinJy was (0; but, to draw 
r.di t an arg~ ment that the Prince bad a 

SOVereig~ utboriry under the prefcnt 
"fill M2ie1lv's ~atc incapacity, was ail 

diat he ld dlint tie .ferved cenfure 
the gravity of the lffoufe, if b¥ fuJferedo bim(elf 
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. ~ tnIt it with any tbina1ike (eriouCraeli. l!I trudt, a 'r!ff 
Tc:rent condllflOn m'lght be drawn from~ the whole of t&at Rcc 
the .... erapbolical I:llIguage d which, Vas not w be taken ia 
litenl feRIe, in that, or aDY other poiaf of fo much importance. 

• 

Anocher polinon laid down at the fi,me time, allli i'l the (; rtrtI 
•• place wa , That the Prince of Wales 1" Heir Apparent, and !>e_ 

. iog of full age, could a/fume tbe extl'cife of'the Sovereign Au-
. .. thority, if ~is Majefty's infirm~y had occurred wben ParJiamel,, ' 

was not fillmg; but that dollrine had been fo exprefsly cQnlra_ 
Ili~d in tbat Houfe by the Rjght HOlliPurable Gentleman oppo
Jite to hinl, wbe .. the (ubjea was laft l.gitated, that it was need .. 
lefs for him to fay a fyIlable more upo" it. 

A third argument urged in fupport of the Prince's Right; 
wa , tha~ a Prinu oj IYa/lS, when he came to tile crown"c~uld 
fue out an execution, as King, in a c:.\I(e, in which ho bad ob, 
tained a judgment as Reince of Wales. But what was there ill 
that. The r aeon why the Prince of Wales had this aovnntage 
over other fubjech was obvious. If th~ fon of a Peer, who bad 
maintained a fuit in the courts in ',Veftminaer-hall, and ob
tained a judgme'nt,. fucceeded to his f11ther's honours, before be 
had fuea out an execution, he could not fue out an execution, 
witQourpreviouny identifying bimftlf, ;ind convincing the court, 
that he was the fame perfon who bl.d profecut d the fuir, and 
obtained the jlldgment.-A. d why Wl6 not the Prince of Wales 
pbliged to do the fan., / For this pl:lin r~afon, lhe courts of 
Wefiminfier-h~1l are held ill the n, lne of the King, and there
fore in his own courts it mufi be mal.ler of notQriety, that on 
the demife of the crown, the PJ1nce of Wales had fucceeded to 
it, and Qecome King: but were thefci arguments lnultiplied ten 
times over what did they prove, Tbat he had a Right to exe,
eife the Soverei&n Authority in hjs father' incapacity, without 
the cqnfent and ~eclared approbatiolll of the cwo rem"ini~ 
branches of the Loginature? No more, !han a proof, that ~ 
man had an effate in Middle(ex, was a. proof that be had another 
jn CornWall, and a tbir8 in Y orlclhire.. III faCt, all thefe argu
ments put to~etl)er, regarded and conlidered with reference to 
~he point ill difpute, viz. Whether the: Prince ofWsles as Heir 
ApI' enf, had a Rigbt to excreile the Sovereign Authority dur
ing the incapacity of his Majefiy, we", fo irre1evant. 10 foreign 
o the queftion, and fo perrea!y abful'd, that they were not let 
be relied on as law, ."en if thlJ ClIme from ,b, lMuth qf.tU"..tltt. 
Thofe, be faid, W'IO were fik him fianding up for the Rights 01 
Parliament, and throu.gb ParLiament fl)~ the Rights of the pe0-
ple, were peculiarly fortunate ill one' particular i they were .. 
fOrtunate as IllQ/l: 9f thoCe, who hsd Itruth and jaei~e on thel. 
fid generally were; for little was le~; them to do, but ~ _-' 
trover: am.I OV"CODIC. their antagonHb. by Aatinll t6 will\' ~ 
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~ their own arguments and ~rtions, made at dil!nen«: 
times, ana u the OC'eanon f"ited. It ad be faid clfewhcre bi 
a I ... med mJgiftrate, (who had t~ to torce IUs own .con~ 
ftrultions on their fIlence) that our a.,cdlors, if they had enter. 
t ained any doubt of the I< ight of an Heir Apparent, would, in 
their wifdOl'J1, have provided for fo JlO !ible a cafe as the. prefcnt; ' . 
fo tar from leaving it to thllliearned Uord's wifdom to interpret, . 

-it muft, h uid, be ben "cd by e dpmmittec, that they would · . 
have provided fpr it ill plain, diflina, clear, and cxpref~ words, 
and would not have left it. liable to be' dil!erently und r;ft , as 
diff'cren men chafe for dilfcltnt • n~, to fay, it ought to be 
underflood. The wifdom of our ancdl(IT , howeY«, he conceived, 
was bener proved by their having r,ill noth",;: u]XIn it, hut left 
{uch jl queftion to be decided where. it ought to . decided, 
wb never tbe occation required it, by the t ..,o HouCes of Parlia
ment. That the Committee might "fi"ert the rame, he meant 
ill rhe Refolution he Ibould olfer, to quote that do.!hin. from 
the Bill of Rights, and ~(li:rt thal it •• efleB w~h the Lord. and 
Common, as the rightful Reprefelltatiycs of the people. Lf 
tlte contrary doth-ine wa fo evident that it Il)uf\. be trur, if the 
~cir Apparent, or Heir Pre[umpti ve, had a cleO( rigbt to a/lillne 
the Royal Prerogative., 011 tbe interntption of tbofe powers, be 
{aid, he dcJired to aIk every Gentlem~.n in tbe Committee, whe. 
ther they would wilb to adopt fuch~ doarine a a doarine "p
plic~ble to tbr (afety of the crown, whiche had been long glorj
cuOy worn by his Majcfly, ~d wbich i t W'dS the arden;, tbe fin
~ere wilb of hi IICopl, he might IO~I~ continue to wear, until 
it lbouJd in due time, and in ~ naluril,l mal\ner, d fcend to his 
kgal and his illll1lrious fuccetror, fJc qeprec ted lhe idea of 
lIvoiding the difc\lfiion of what limi1tltions might be neeetrary, 
for jnf~ring the {a ~ty of the crown on the head of its prefene 
p' ilefi'or, on account of \ll. lJIany vu'tuous q lill ali on of the 
I'rin!:e, or OUl of refpea to . auy o~/ler moti e l1'h.atever. It 
would not havt been wilaom in our all' flors h.ad they {aid, that 
the c.m: of the pcno!fo( tile SOY ign dtlght to be vdte4 in die 
~dr Apparent. 

III th~ ttentioq which h (ound it n ,c tr3ry to bellow upon thi . 
f\lhj<;6l, he r-ts no ontent with fu,eh opmion a he might b' 
embled to form for himr.lf. He wa fufficiently de r, a far a 
precedent Wlmt, ~n.1 the aIledged ri~ht was rerfeaIy !lont ~way in 
~~ he b~d already /lated. . fllere were oljler vicwJ, however, 
in w.1icn it mi,ghr h ar 1I d apd fQnfl~ered. l at ind" cd him to 
WI 10 tlle IlIllh~1l an,! ~e amh r;\IIe, lid by whor" opinions 
be ~$ con6r_d in lhe ronclulion~ h~L had drawnl,;mfelf. SliP, 
JIO~d tbrougl\out by nery prct~deJl whicll hin~ry, Of th~ rc
~di arod jGurnaI "f uliement 0 d fu'Oifh, in oppofition to 
~ rig"', be ~X\ I'rocc,'Ik~ t <:~Ilfidcr. whetI\e •• there 
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•. .appeared in its .fJ~'VIr allY (fll<lg o'rarlgulmCJlI.-..anay~~~~ 
fwm the genius of the :my ~I 
~hell the ~ubjeli was firfl ill tb Houre; • 

.• . little rcruonmg employed. ~lld was f~iJ, .. mounted to:ljl~; 1 
• mOl< than different mod~~ of putting t~e fllh~ .!It.-tion. There 

" .~ . was, however, one affertion m~de ~Iy the Ri&ht Hon. Gentle-
'\ 'man, which was worthy of noti ce, /pr, he lhamtained, that tb~ 

'Prince had the fame right durillg the King's in apacity to ClC

ercl~ the Sovereign Authority, tn the name of his (atbe!) which 
he would, have ,0 'extrcife it in his 0 n, oh the demile of the 
CrOWl); and the rc .. fon give~ (or this was, lhat his Majclly's 
prefent {ityation was a' dvil dealb. 'Though the law was a pro
leffion to hieh he had once the honour to belong, yet fo 1itth: 
did he fee himfdf quali,fieo to diCeuJ'!; (ubjelis of that legal io\
pdrr, that whenever ~e ' had oc6fion \0 do fo, he did it ,with the 
utmoll: diffidence. He would leave il: to perfons more eony~.rf.nt 
in the profeffion, aodcertainly better .qualified th:Ulhewas,!o dif
cufs[ucb fubjclis with the ~bnity and fCiencq they required; but the 
wefent argumen\ w:IS too abfurd to rlccd ~ny allilbnce to refuter 
It. Refcrrtng to Mr. Junice Bla lelione, he !bewed that there 
were b!Jt two kinds of civil death-the. onc legal, the other vo.
JUhtary. The lega! death was by baniihmcnt, from which a man 
could not be reftored, ~nd fter wbich he cpuld not '.eeover 
his eJ'latts, The volliumr! civil d,eath f ,when a man be
comes a monk, l;1y' ,eh he is dciad ill Jaw, 111m c'!ll never 
.~fter have any conc"rn in temporal ""':>irs. Tllc lirn W'lS an "OSt 
wbi h cut olr a crimin.! (rom ~U foc:iety within the realm, and 
the other was the voluntary a..'l "" redriug from the world. To 
confider' as a~alo~(\us to. this, the afflr~lioll wi~ which it pl·afed 
H~aven to vlfir I\!S Ma.leny- to confider that htuallOIl as volun
tary, o( tile inlli~i"n of le;;i.l punithmollt, wa~ an idea as ptel'0l: 
t"rous 3S it was impiou~. Would aqy perlon fay ,that hi Ma
jeA:y had be~n, by prouC; of law, di(abJed, or, by his OWll vo
luntary a.. tendered in ,pablo of \Vlf,ri ng .the Crow,n? \Vould 
they alfctt, that :lets of perpetU'Il difabollity w.re 301logous to the 
viJitation of Goo, 3 Ilroke inn, ed Ely the hand of firovjd nce, 
w)lich might, and probably would, be but temporary? COuld it 
be pretend.cd. that they pught to be , dduced as ads, tb pccyc 

' . his Maj.lly from exereiling, in futu f' thr.(e PQwer wni ~ 
never had forfeited, .. hi h he had 11 ¥cr rcnollrceJ. But ther. 
arofe out of it another conlideratio"" Ilill mol'< f.tal to the-Ilf'u-. 
ment •. 'The ex~mination of the pnyl~ciatls who attcndc~ at the 
Committee, wlulA: It conlirmed the dI~lorablC (aa of hiS MIlP 
jefiv's diforder, fcarcely mOre cal~m [QU5 to himfclf thall to hi. 
pco'ple I yct a~rded geoe..u and I-grounded ll? s of bis 
"&am heing able to aJtumc !be reins 0 Uovernn1e~r,wh~!14e ba4 
fo long.dit lied with t~ confide e a.od love of hi! (ubJiIel.. He 
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~ .. ,.....e IIIofe who beard him, that did cbt;rNh lite hope '. . 
.. ~e. W9uIcI be rdlo~ as f~ or even " {oon~r, til,":! wa9 " 
1W!t<:~ UI ttae 0'94 (angllino expeCtations of the moll: l'allgulllj: of 
bis phYfif:iane, But ~t wO\lJ4 tbis apxioufly wi~ed-for feco~ . 
wry avail t9 the purportS of Goyernment, or good of bi~ 
pcople,-if, by tile civil deat'" which (\lme w\lulU !Jave bim ·u~- ~ 
"ergo, ~ ~d be prevented from ~fuming tbe throne of his . 

Tlut'f ... ,h a thing could poJlibly happen, be did not mean tQ 
r~~~;~~~ h was {ufficient to demon{tra~e the abfurdity or \li e:. 
I He exprefled ~is b0l"io that however elilbnt it may 

the Crown of Great Britain might yet, in the du~ courfe Of 
~_,~ adorn the h~ad of tho ilIufiripus and accomplifi\cd Prince\ 

was now the Heir Apparen~; but wat Crown colild never 
defc:end to bim, olbeTwiCe than by rile natllr~ dcmife of ilis fa-
mer. If any farther refutation was necellilry, for fo futile au af
fertiqn, it would be emly to obferve, that by e""ceiling the Rqy3l 
AuthoHty under the fame rigot as a demife, or. by affuming tb~ 
rigbt, unJefs appointed by the Parliament, the fat~l confequence 

\1ld follow, wat tb~ care ana proteaion of the' King's per{oll, 
_ld devolve to tbe very perf on who. in his name, and, in con
~uence of his infirmity, was exercifing the allthority of a King, 
p. God forbid" (exclaimed Mr, Pitt) " that any oQe lbo\lld b~ baCe 
enough tp imagine that thefe obfervations, or tbis caution, cou!4 
be in the moll diftarit mann:r dire8ed to tie -circumftllnc\!s MW 
depending. God forhid alfo"that an)! deli~acy towa,ds per(' 
however - high and il1ulb-iousr Of any confioel)ce in char¥ler, 
hclwe.ver amiable and honourable, lbo:.ld ever induc~ u~ to dif
pcllf~ wit/t the dictate's of prud . ct, and the ordinances of our 
lllws, fo as to ,.gree to the eftablilbment of a precedelj!, fo fund." 
mentally futal to every principle: of our confiitution, and of a 
~ndency fo inj~ri0ll5 to the wel~e of o'lr COllntry. I cannot . 
pOjIibly apprehend, that, in the lentiments 1 am expreffing, t 
lhould be to t'he Prince a undlltiful or difrefpeClful. 
But wen: J fhguld be / fPreprt{enltd, f"/ttl Iht:t 
wilbiM, it rig~l; a,iJ I wil' pojlPDo/ ev.~ry per- . 
f-J ¥al alld ottof/m!'nl I, 711, S ru(rtlg11 an4 I"" , . 

r- ~~~ii:ad~;VllIl~ ced fo much in ~ontradiruon to the elai'm 
to. no one would thinle Of aile~ing it. Tno=. 

waF\ ~ to which, Wbat had pailed before, 
Where did the right ~ifi r If np Pfovifion. 

or in law, was to be fO'lnd for the exer
the djfability of the Sover ill"' where 

. to be ~ to 'be fotmd in Ibe voie in 1;he ftllft;. 
--... - ~, tbcGllHcfted; anti. thoui/I in cxtraOrdinar,l:'_ 

~ P.¥d.l c:ounuja ~ evc:nf .t thtr nwnit)( th y ~\ 
I!eflor~~ ,---_._--
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. ~pI«cd. _VId have ~cme near to Ihe ('oalkllliua . • 

; yet" i!l th.is ~ore bapplly tempered of JO""!fI1m~ .. .-., 
P.artIClpal!ng In the advantages, aad tile 6uDe tllne aVQICiina tilt 
e~ils of a democracy, an oligar~by, an aridocraey, it .. .w' 
have no filch eJfea; for thoug\l tbe ellate of tbo Jeg~ 

• JPigbt be· defij:ic'lt, yet the organ qf fpeech of the people 
Illained ,entire in their rellrerentati~le$, by the Houfes of Lonk 
IUId 90mmolls, tbrough wh~h \he fenfe of the people migh\ 
lie taken . The Lords and the Commons reprefclltt:d the wbole: 
~Mte~ ~f tbe people, and with theOJ. it relled as a right, a eo~ 
ftitutional and legal rigbt, t~ pro~id,~ for the dcfieicncy of ~ 
third branch of the leginature whenever a deficiency arufe: th., 
we.e the lega) organs of fpeech for the people, and fueh be con
c~ived te be the doctrine of I~ coniliitution. He raid, be wouhl 
not merel¥ liate tJy:fe as his own opinions, but be would fta~ 
wem to be the opinions of thpfe who had framed the Revolution, 
~ho bl'd not, like the Committee, td. 1 provide for the interrup
qon of regal powers'while the thron : was full, but to fupply the 
!iI,el1ciyncy of the third brllnch oJ the legiJIature, whicb was 
wholly vacant: F'henever the thild branch, however, of the 
I 'gifiature w~s Wholly gone, or bitt fuJfcJed a fufpenlion, it was 
eguaJly necetIary to refort to the org:ans of the people's fpeach. 
Agreeably to the laws of the land, ~o the records of P~rllilment, 
Ee preceden!> ~nd to the cenftitutipn, the poJitidl ca~acitJ' of !be, 
~ing, except in caf~, of abfolute fo*(tllIe of tljc Crown, ~. 
always cQnlid~red as legally entire ,; and, during that political 
j:apacity, according to the fpirito(thc~ conftitution, if any natural 
incapacity, lhould eaufe a fuftlphfion of the Royal Authority, it 
~hen reiled with Ihe r~IllJlinilrg brancbes of the legillature to fup
ply fuel> defea. In every proceedif~ of the Parliament in tile 
reign of liel)ry the Sixth, the)' h:1d ,[fud upon fueh power, ani 
declared Who, aJld in wha~ malUler tbe Royal Authority was to 
be ex~rcifed for and in the name of tbe King. Without pay;", 
any attention to the different nameS:, by wruch this power was, 
at dilfe~nt tjmes, det!bmin~ted, whel~her f'r CIor, CuftOi Reg
ni" Regent, or Lord COlllmiffioner, he was ready to r.:ove, tbat 
in l\.1\ fucb cafes, it remained with the: t\'(O lioufes of I arliamenr, 

, to ma1!:e (uch 'p!ovifiolls as they thO\lght fuitable to the apT 
of the time. H,ere again he recurr~ very particularly to thAi ,"

, qdent of the leign of Henry the S!;xth. The King, ~ a 
minorl aJ)d nO Parliament in being, his uncle, the Du~of GJiiu· 
t::efter, as next of blood and Prelit Iptive Heir, after die elder 
WlcJe who was abroad, i(fued his writs for fummoning a Parlia~ 
~Wben they ~ad afiembl~, they.Jere wery well aware that, the 
condll8 of the Prefumptiyc Heir wa not W1Ifranteq by law, and 
jufiified onIv in the e.¥igcncy of thCl QeCafaon; tot which reafOJr 
~ex paJfcd ... aa, ~iJlg Ibc {aq/ICr pmr.:adlap, which ~ 
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~rtl\illly would net have done, if t~ 11Iefuml'tive H~ir W8~ com~ 
pet""t to convene tbem of his own a,uchority . • This he meant, 
III aufwer to an obfervation of the Ri~,ht Hon. Gentleman, (Mr. 
Fox) that, had {here heen no Parliamjent, the Prince would have 
a right itnmcJiateJy to COIll'eRe it. This was not all he had · to 
deduce frQm the condua of the P:"l1ameot now alluded· to. 
".fhere was m~h more ill .thi pr ellient, applicable to the pre-

lit car., and of more force th:m in rence, or implication; for, 
fume time .ftcr~vard t e Re~cnt '[umy cO!llplaiued, · t~at \i. 
JIOwer was too Immed; th .nlw r 01 tht ParlJamene, which was 
by no me:U1S (avournble, r mind •• him, amongft many other 
dIUlg that be h. d firft clarmed the lituation es his Right, but 
which the), would not acknowledgc, .not being acquainted wirh 
Illy otber Right', butthat of their Sov~relgn Lord the KI "g, ex
uptiuch Rigbt as derived from tllemtelv . This hc rhought 
{lilly in point, and fully conclufive of the ~efiion of lUght not 
being in any perC on, bu, a trufi given by the appointment of the 
twO lloufes of P~rHamcnt. If after this priced It, there £bouJd 
be wantiu9 any great lAW authority, thero was ihat of Mr. Pym, 
who wat allowed to underfrand the c(mfiitution.of this country, 
:as well as any writer on rha Cubjea, a.nd qe eXI)rel;;1i'~leclared, 
that any deliciency in the tliird ellate; mufi be fupphcd by the 
other two. Thc fame wa the principle on which the Revolu
tioll .was effeac . And Cok.e, who ",vas as, great a lawyer a~ 
ever lived in lillY coU'l.try, and infinitely fup;rior to all others in 
lmowledge of 'the £nglith l~\~ condudes his £bore chapter on 
this fubjea, " tit 'lIj/~tlibu, "cg"';," "I17ith faying, that " . it was 
bell; they Ihould alw2Ys bc app~inted by Parliament." The 
righr ot P3rli3m~r were, he faid, ~c,ngcnial with the confiitu_ 
tion. He referred rhe CommIttee to "very analogy that 'could be 
draWl) from the l'tincipl of the confli,tution, and the only right, 
be (aid, it was lear, would be found to exili iI' P~rJiament, a 
right Cilp bit of fo Jt; ually providing (or the deficiency .~f the 
tjltrd br h of the I~ ifl~tur , as to nable them to aPFoillt a 
power to give (anCli t tbelr proe e<ling. iT, the faille 01311ner as 
jf ~he King Wl pref< nt. A the pklwer of filling [he throne 
r fteJ with the peo~lc at the Revolu\ion, fo, at the prcfent mo
m ,'e, Oil til fame princip{cs of libeny, on the !arne Fights of 
ProTli mell.t, did the providing for tbe deficiency reft with the 
Jl"ople. lie de lar d, he felt himfelf inadequate to the great talk 
of lut(ng . .,the I ight and privilege ~f the conftirutioh, and of 
Parli:lmullj but he bad mad it 'ppe"r, as plainly he could, 
tbut no riebt .eKi/l:ed any where to exercife the whol or any parr 
of tbe ROyal ,Prerog:ui"e, duri11ll the' indifpolition Q,f \ho :;ove
rci~n. He had alfo proved, that (rom ~ noceffity of . tbe cafc, it 
ulled • ... ith that and the tither Hour. of P:uli.mene, to p,ovidi) 
for Ihc IielicieACl in ~ Icgillature. He fyppof< d that do~l>lS 
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· might be ,fUted, as to the propriety of coming t any .if..a GIl 
• the, 'l,udnon, and' that he ~Ight be, charged ,:"ith baving Uirred 

notions dangerous to the 'lhfe, but luch queffions, he bogged it 
to be remembered, h. had no!: fiirr.ecl: when queftions COll<~ 
ing the rights of the people, the right of the Parliament, alld die 

• incereft of the n:ation' wer~ Ibrted, it wa, neceaary, If the HOllie 
had a right to difcufs the lubjel~, to excrcifc that right; it was tbev 
duty, it was a matter that co.!id by no means be lightly giv II up. 
1f it was their duty in the prefent calamitous Ibte or the nation 
uI gra1!t pow~r, they ought to k w b#w they gra;\ted fuch 
power. They mufr decide ither in the manner of a chofce, or 
as acting judicially to reeo'>'ni?c a claim of Right, and if they 
recogn~e9 fuch claim, it would be al1 acknowledgment tbat they 
had no ~ower to deliberate 00 lhe fubjetT. If they did not come 
to fome decifioo, ,they w9uJd confoltnd their own proceedings, 
and it would be highly daugerou, to pofterity, in point of 
prec:edent; they we~c 'nor, therefore, 'to conlult their own COII-

ycme{1ce. • 
He {emarke.d, t~at, the Rig"t Hon. ent1eman hau originally, 

in Ihong and' lofty terms, aJlcrred the right of the Prince of 
Wale<, a Heir Apparent, to ,!/!wlla the excrcif< of the o\'e
reiguty; but that doClrine had bnee 'been ,'wJnted. (Here Mr. 
Fox, objetHngacrofi the tabJe to the word ",rollt, Mr. Pitt Iilid, 
t/lat the only thing he w ld recant, was the u1i of tbat upref
fion, and content billlfelf with faying, that at JC'Ifr he difll'WWttr 
it,) T.his remind d him of the pJj cdem in the reign of H nl'y' 
the Sixth, during which the D of G~ouce!l:er quarrelled with 
the Bilhop of Winchefter; w' difagreement rol. fo high, aJld 
was carried fo far, t~t at Ie glh the Duke brought ,a criminal 
charge againfl the Bilhop; accufing him of having, in a former 
reign, advifed the Prince of Walts (aft rwards Henry the ifth) 
w allume the vereign authority ill the life.time of hi f.uhcr, 
Henry the F ourrh,. Though this charge, if proved, would have 
beep high treafon, the llitbop defired thnt it might go to the 
Judges, ' and tbe vwd\ y of it be enqui d into. The quarrel, 
howe',cr, was /:ompromiftd, ongrounds of perfollal convenience, 
and Lr., ~h~rge 1\ yer came tl:> a d~cilioll. 

He nQticed a declaration that had been tlIJ\de clfewhere, of 
no intention of afferting a right, bl.!t it had been made ill word, 

'and there wa~ no parliameniOlry grounds to go upon, that a right 
woula"not, at fOJllt fUlure period of O\Ir hi/\ary be lItt~pted, 

~ either to be allumed or affertcd. He declared, he faw no poJIi-
• biliry of the Committee proceeding a Gugle flop furlhor, without 

knowing on wh.t kind of !>roulld they pr teded, 'lId, therefore, 
1 it \Vas u\difp.-.nfably nece/lary to have the que/\ion pf right de

cided; the d.~nger of the queRion origipated in it~ lwIing been 
/lin d, not ~ ito being decided; the daD er of the ftirring would 

• . • be-
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dpno ,away by the dedlioa, but tile _iDg it Ulldecided · . 

cqlJivocal, would be hi~blv daAgcrous. • 
He drew to a concluiion, by fayilig, that he wilbed to impre{s 

Ibe Roule with a cQllviction, that if tIlClY had a Righi, they ba4 
~ a duty, and that a dlhy wpich neither their allegiance, nop 
their deaion to ~e Sovereign, would allow them to difpcnfo 
~. It was their duty at thi ti not only unequivocally 10 

tldare their right, fo thllt it might remain atcertained, and ba
JW:III the poftibiJity of .11 queftinn hereafter, ami be Cecured to 
p6crity, but to proceed, without delay, to exercife. tpeir rig!¥t; 
~ovidc the mC!lQS of (Ilpplying die de£' ct of the porfonal _ex~ 

. of tbe Royal Allthority, ariGng from his Majefty's iodif.· 
PtiOJl. He rcafoLled againft the probability of their deciGon; 
cidM:r tau[m!!; a difi'ention between the two Houfcs ofoParlia_ 
-to or producing mifcbievous confeque t$ pf any kind. 
00 the contrary, if the right were not declared, as well as de'· 
cided, it WQuld appear that the two HOllfes had made a corn
promife unbecomlng themfelves, and had 'acted upon perCona' 
.. ives, rather than a due regard to the true intefefts of thei, 
UIIlntry. . • 

The ChtVIttlJ.r rf /h, Exchequer here proceeded to read his 
three refolu tions, as follow: . 

I. That it is the opinion of this COll1mittee, • 
.. That hi Majefty is prevented, ,his prefent ipdifpQtition, 

It from comin~ to his Parliament, and fromo attending to publio 
.. . b&di.nefs, and that the pen. I cxercife of the Royal Autbp
.. rity is thereby for the prefent I¢rrupted." 

11. That.it 1$ the opiniqn of t . Committee, 
" That i~ is the right and duty of tbe Lords Spirit,!a)' and 

.. Tertlpol2l, and Commons of Great Britain now -a!fembled, 

.. awl lawfully, fully, and freely reprefenting :ill the eftates of 

... tile people of this realm, to provide the means ·of Ih~plying the 

.. .s.:rea of the per(on,a! elIereiIC of the Royal AuthOrity, a(iling 
It f(om his Majelly's raid indifj>olition, in fuen manner as the ex, 

• 

" igency of the eaC. mly appear to require~" • 
111. " That for !\lis purpofe, and for maintaininf; entire the 

.. Conftitutiolllli Authority of the King, it is nece/lary that the . 
" faid Lord Spiritual and Temporal, and Commons of Great 
.. llrilaio, 8lould de . on the means whereby the Royal 
• AIIi:m may be giveA ill P .... liament to fuch Bills as may be 
" ~ bjI the two fIo,u\, of Parliament, refpe ing the ex.rcife 
• Of die pollftn aod authorities of tbe. Crown, in the name, and. 
.. fa die qahalf of the King, during the continuance of his Mao-
• icfty's JRfcnt iDdifpolition." 

:!fIiC 61ft i,dOIutiop was put, and carried unanim..wl~ 
Ik iitcond bciDC uad, . 

Th 

< 
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; The Mit)" " fIJ, ~,1I1 (Sir Richard P~pper Arden) f"oI!nff 

thd Chancellor o( the ueheRuer, and began a very .ble aip_ 
mel'll, with declar;ng, that till within the Jail ten days ,.e neYe&: 
had beard that there wa any Right exifting in hiJ Roya! RiiIJ 
nefs the Prince of Wale ,~ither to alfume (all it had beeri litff 
Ilftt~d that :Lttached, (as it bad been linc/: expbincd) u,.. 
the &clarKlion of the two ufes of Parliament, of the tenl~ 
rary illCapadty of tbe Sovereign to exerciJe the Royal AutbCii1tj 
d.,ing fu"h incapacity. Sir Richard quoted a gre"t variery dI 
legal awthorities to prove , the reverfe to be the f.let. He called 
upori the l~arned Genclemen sf his own profeffion to point out tlu! 
fiatute that cOIltained any recognition or declaration of fueh a 
Right's exHience, or any law-book whatever; and he referred t 
fevera! ilatut.s and law-books that were likely to have noticed it, 
if. any fu('h Right had exillcd, but which were all of them corn
pt,; dv liIen on the fubject. Sir Richard alfo obten'ed, UPOll 
what 'had Faill:Ji frC!I1. a noble and learned Lord in aMther place 
Jail Thurfday, rHpeCl:ing tl;: .prince W nics and his Maje!, 
being, deeme d,"'" aM lb. fame p;rftn in :! partlcubr record. ~ 
laia h.e had read the Record, and he explainell~!he Houfe wbU 
its {ubjeCt Wat, by quoting an extlloCt frqm it. ARtr a .great 
dcil of legal 8ifcl,ffion, Sir Richard confidered the precedent 1ft 
'the reign of Benry VI, and reaCoried upOn it ith confiderablc 
c;lea~nefs, laying g!cat Ihe'fs upon its pointed an:t!ogous referellce 
to die prerent cafe. - BeTore he fat down, he declared, he bad no 
doubt whatever,. but that it w~s e conll:itutional rigbt 01 bolla 
Houfes to provide for the intt uption of the Royal Autholity 
during the continuance of)f Majellr's iIIJ1efs. Sir Riclwd 
fpoke very refpeCl:fully of the Prince in the courtC of his ars ... 
ment, and gave it as his opinion, th\lt the beft way to teflily a 
proper reTpeCt f~r his Rqyal HighneF", would be by deciding ill 
favour of the Rights of Parliament, on the prefervation of which 
tlie welfare of the Crown, and me interefts of the People fo elfen-

, 

(ially d~pended. . • 
Mr. LVfltdm faid, he deprec.atcd neeOlefs contention on tbc 

momentous bulinefs before the Houfe, and profe/l"ed hlmfelf a 
. ftr6iig friena to unanimity, thinJc.ing it a molt defuable objeCl: to 

be ol\rained in the condul!\: of the prdent truly important pro
cee<!ings. Mr. Loveden b~ged to be permitttd to ark the Right 

. Hon. me Chancellor of the I£xcbequel nrc queftiolls: one, whe
ther, b, the Refolurions that had been jufl read, he meant to pre
clude lilt Rqya}-IDghnefs the PriDce of Walt:S frQm llelqg Re
gent, in't Aat! 'Il :gent 1 The ocher, whetber by die reft, to
wards die iriId of me Right Han. Gentlel1la.Il'$ fpeed!, . relati .. 
to m~yate interefl or convenieoc:e, tile Commitrec 
Were to d, ti1at fuch Gentlemen as would riot {ubmit to 

• :a. 

~~~.~---------------~ 



C 94 J , ,l-
t • 

YOte Ibr die Refobtlon, would have their votes imputed tp pd- . 
vate inrereft and pri vate co vcnience?' . • 

The' l;bl1l1ctl/41' if the l!.xrh'·1"er [aid, he Ihould be exceedingly ' 
happy to give any gentle",a]l the fulleft tllti.faction, if he ap

.red to have milunaerftood allY part ,of what he had faid. 
With regard to the lirft of the two quelHons, viz. ther 

h.e Olean! by the Refolutions to pr I&dc his Royal Hignne.fs the 
l7ince pf \'fall' from being Regent, nnd Cole Regent? He' be
lieved, gentlemen knrw, that he had on Friday laft very ful1y il.'
timatcd bi. itldividual fenti ntS on the fuhject, and had declarclJ, 
i n expr~fi tcnns, that il waf, i .. hi" .pi"ion, bighly dtJtrablt, that 
whatt'Vrr port of the ,.,gal piWrr it was IIeceJfory}DDuld bt extrrifed 
tit fli4 during thil ,u"l)oppy inw"Uol, jh.,,!tJ be v9ied in II Ii ale per
{'JU, anti Ibllt ptrfon h;"R..,,,1 Higlwji lb. PRINCE of f. 'ALES. 
The P''C{' nt U,cfolution Wal. only alculated t declare the Right 
of the Houle, in con urrence with tbe Houfe of Lords, to;ij:l~ -
}lOint a Regent, and to leave It open for them ,to.de:et'rrune, in 
a fub. equollt fta.,gc. who the Regent !lwuhtt;c. • 

With rPg~rd to the HQJl. Gl!htfetnan's conceiving that be had 
laid, lilO W o..w.ouht nOt fubnlit FO ~ote for .the Refolutions, 
would ~jI.""rl(eir votes imputed to motives of private intereft and 
conv~nience, he Ihould be 'b?J'tily 'alh3med if he could have 
b"en lIldecent enough to be guilty of [0 much. rudonefs to that 

ommittcC, or any individIJaI m mbe . .: 
III DJ'entioning tile conft'ru ion the world might pollibly put 

upon th ir conduct at that mo CDt, and under the peculiar cir- · 
c:umf\'llces of the c:lf,. be h laid, that if, when the elfential 
eonfl-itution31 right of the rn: oures whe queftioned and 
doubtt'll, th"l refiJ[cp to vote refolu ons that would decide upon 
them, ~Ild i,,(ure them to thei r poll"rity, they would render them
{"I"~ Ii. ble to have eir !,ndua. imputed rather 'to motives of 
perronal ill reft lid perfona! convenience, that"to a due regard 
f their Goty, and tbat a!Cention to tbe honour and fafety of, the. 

ero,v,,,. well to th relorvalion of their own de!,r and lnvalua_ 
bl~ COJlilluuiona! Rig whicb they owed 0 the country and to 
themfelvos. . 

,Mr. Btiflard f"id, he had no view in riling, but merely a wifb 
to promote the public good; he ro(e, therefore, without look.~ 
ing to the rigbt ot to tbe-ll:ft, equally indifferent to both parties, 
carneilly to i,ltreat Milliners, ~fore tb~y preJfed tbe Committee; . 
to <"OllIS. t a v tc Oil tile ~e!hon. to conlider the on[l uences 
it mi ht polib!y proouce. He profe/feel himfdf anxioufil' delir-
, at • lhould be unanimity in theptogreli of Co im· 
ROC n n ufinets; and by unanimity he did not merely mean' 
\/""ni i~y wilhih thofc walls, but 'Unanimity bc!tWt.lm the two 
I1oufi:. of f'arli~ment. ShoulJ lhe Houfe of Lords decide differ-
o:iItIy frorr. t, (u~b ccmCequcnccs might arife, as be could Jlot 
• rellect , 

, 
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•• • • . rea~Cl on without horror; it wa, by no llIeans certain, that the 

; btbe Houfe would adopt the fame Refolution.; that were voom 
in that. 

He alked, what pollible adv:lJ1t:ll?:e could rcfult from preJling 
the dolution in its preCent form r He haw h.ard a dtclaratioa 

• macte in.anotber ~Iacc, from the highcll aut ori ty, th:1t his Roy~l 
HighneQ the P~ince of Wa\i:s uever had made anycblm of Right 
wbatl!Ver on hiS part, and t t he felt too much unccr. rcg:orrl 
for tbafe f.cred principles which. had fe:\ted the Brunfwick (.Imil1 
o~ the thro/lC of thefe realms, . eyer to anilme or exerelfe any 
power, 'I" his ,/aim what it J"ight, slot derived from the will of 
the people, exprellcd by the Houfe o( Lord alld the R:prc illa
t ives of the p ople in P'lrliament allemblcd. V/by then £bould 
a RefolUlion be pretTed, where no claim had been made, and an 
affurance had bccn ivcn, that no claim would be made / 

Mr. Ballard advlled the leaving out the word righi, and con
fining the Refolution to the words, (. that

l 
it wa' tlleir tilll] tl) 

provide," which, he (aid, would in ef!'~ ·· anewer eh filme cod, 
and at the fa me time avoid the rifque of J?rovoking a diCagree
ment between .that and the oth r Houle Iof ?arliatn~n t. The 
circum/hnces of >1 neigbbouring kingdom, were alfo to be c:on~ 
lidered, which .had Lords and. Commons ,of its . own, indepeJ • 
ellt of thi's; 'l!1d if a Q,!eftion of Right were til be deelare4 
here, ~hey would alfo feel thernfelves called upon, to clecJare a 
~eltion of Right, and to c obliged, for the very purpoJe ~ 
fbewintl: their indcpe.rdence, to d~c ide on it, i{l a diffi:reut way. 
If the ~e/tion of Right mull b. d cided, he fhould not heb
tate 011 what lid,e to give his vote ut be f. w no n,¢cellity for de-. 
ciding on it at all, and wifhe It to remain ~s it /f,)Qd. 

He faid, at pre/ent he believed the R ighI Hon. (;7cntlemal'l at 
the bead of the ExcQequ, t, Iload higher in Ib7 eile.em Qf the peo
ple, rhan tbe R ight HOIl . Gehtlcman on the hue ot the Hou~ II 
which he then Ipoke; he hoped U) GoJ, thcr.eforc. a regard 1.0 

his own credit, and the favour in which he flood witb tbe pub
lic, .would induce hime;o al ter hi 'motion, and prevellt the pol'
libllity 'of provoking that danger which he bad defcribed, ill the 
early part of his fpeech; he faid, he urged this the more car
llellly, as he fa II' not the fmalleft porlible advallt:lge tbat could 
refult from preffing the quell ion, word d 3S it was, <?Il the Com
(nitree. 

Lml N.rlh faid, he /boulU not have troubled the S/:nmittee 
witli his fcntionent> at fo e~rlv an nour, but that h Ibould not 
be able, he fe. red, to thy to deliver then> at a much lal r. The 
fame qu Ilion-what good can attend the ,dccilioll of the Right ~ , 
which had oc 'urred to the Hon. Gentleman who ft>oke before 
hun, occurrecr alfo to him, alld he was I\ot ahle to lie\'ife an lUl

t'wer to it, bcc-~uJ~ he raw 0 poffible good thlt could ,dult frQrn 
• • i • .i • 

• 
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it; 011 the contrary, he agreed with the lion. Gen!fcmad, that ', 
deciding the quellioa might lead co.coMequences, which it dugbi' 
to be their ftudy to avoid incurrin&; it appeared to be a danger
ous and pernicious queftion. No per(<<onal or ~rivate motiveJf 
it wa. raid, were to have any weight, and of tWo oppofite op'i- • 
iiioas that naa been fiated, in what r«fpeCl: could decIding wfllch 
IRS preferable, conduce to the feq lelI eat of tbe impoi'tani bufi
ncr. Ibey had in hand, which might be: equally well fettled WIth-
Out 4iiC'tlirl g ei ther. ~ 

Having defired to have-tbe queftion read, his LordIhip f:!'id, 
iae felt moll: objeCl:ion to the fecontt plLrt of this '\uell:ion, though 
he likewife felt much o~jeaion to the firft part as well ado the 
i:c:oDd. The Right Hon. Gentlema,n bail faia, he was afraicf, 
unlefs the Committee decided on that quefiiotf, and ttat in the 
-1 that he thought right, that the counlYy wou a conceIve 
ility bad been aCl:uatcd by per[onal, infiead of joi,partiil motives. 
it did not ftrilce hiin, that by agreeing with .the Rlgbt Hon. Gen
Bemall, and voting that queftion, they would appear to ha e aB:ed 
with greater Impartiality, or that ih~ public ~oUl~ be con~incec:J, 
fIlat they had been aGluated by motlv.es lefs perfonal than If they 
c1id not v6te it. 

Hi$ Loril!hip fai~ their 'much beloved Sovereign was at pre
leot in a melancholy frilte of health, 210d they all hoped, by me 
blelling ot Go<\, that he would rec 1:r; but after the fact was 
eftablilheo, of the incapacity of theilt Sof ereign to exercife h,s 
Itoyal Authority, they ough . mmedf:ltely to proceed to refrore 
the third branch of the Legi/la' re, and the fooner the}' dia that 
neceffilry aa of duty, the Ie s . s l:'ordCbip faid, would their 
proceedin..ss be liable to tbe imputalrion of dieir having aCl:ed 
from periORal motives. He agreed with the Ri~ht Honourable! 
Gentleman, !lul the two Houfes of Parliamc;nt were the true 
and lawful R prefo ntatives of aU the eftates of the people: but 
be begged the Committee to conlid , that in confequence of 
thltt melancboly misfprtune which y 4111 deplored, and which 
every IDan of feeling mull: deplore, they were fitting~ not in. 
deed in the fonn of a ConventiuU1 (b<;<:aufe it happened thltt the 
two Houfes of Parliament had been regularly called together) 
but with not a, whit nlore autho~ity tban a Convention polren;id, 
to do tbat duty which the calamity Of the moment caUed upon 
tbcm to perform. Under fucb circumftances, litting there In a 
liWated and imperfeCl: L gillarure, tbc~y ou ht to confine them
etfcs ftrialy to the nocellity of the cafe, fUlCe every ftep that 

y pr • eeded. beyond thot lie ellity bf the cafe, was a Il:ep in 
error, and a ftep which they ought n' t to take, Iii the caJallli
tou. {tate: of th Sovereign's health, d the confc41uent unfetded 
Ibte: of gover~ent, when fuch important objeCts dem:utde~ 
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:th~lr .atten~ion, wny diftria: it from its p~oJltr cotu1l:, by!'pic,,-
~ 'lame and unnecellilry queRlonS'. . 

Eyery Rep they bad hithct:to takel~, had been RriCtly juftilltil 
. by the necefllty of the cafe. Nothing but nmjfil1 could jufl~ 

• their proceedings. To 38 in the ~:gular w~y, required a con
• currence of the three ella!es, }tings, Lords, and Common' ; 

: . therefore. tlrey /hould proceed no furl:her than abfolute neceffity' 
'-.. require<!. What occ.lion wa! there for abfrra8 propolitions, • 

to t e declaration of the Parliament, that it was thell right and 
th dllty to chure and nominate the, rfon who wa to ~Jfume 
the executive power 1 Was r,pt this nght fufliciently declared 111 
their proceedlhg to exercifc it t . 

Without the third branch of the Legiflature, they hadn.opO\~! 
they ou~t therefore immediately to, proceed to /ill the vacancy 
that unfortunately e)'ifred, and not enter iuto a difc.uJlion ofabflraa 
and fpecuhtive quefrions, which tend,&d only to dill'ention and mit
chief. What good could :u:jee, from deciding the prefent quef
tion·! And if neY good was likely to lrefult from it, he hoped tile 
Committe;" would go along with bim. in preventiag the mifchief, 
and proceed immediately to the bulinefs, the only bufll)efs llefotc 
them, the filling u'p the third branch of the Legiflature. . 

Had any claim been preferred I Had not 3 declaration ~eeh 
made elfewhere, that there never was an intention to urge 
claim? Where then exiftetl the danger to the Rigbts of Parlia
ment, when no plea s offered in bllt! Why then was it to be 
decided on at all? He could not therefore agree to vote the 
Right of the Lords and Comm . , which the Refolution con
tained, nor could he think that e declaration of an individual 
member ot that Houfe, was uBicie,nt ground for voting any 
R.,folution. 

How had thofe great men- thouglnt it thek duty to proceed~ 
who fettled the Revolution I-to d,~are a vacancy, and to /ill 
it.-Had not old Maynard faid, " The Throne is vacant, 'but 
the Law and the Conftitution remaiin; it i~ our duty to reftore 
the regat Power, and "ender the Legiflatllrc complete.'>-Til2t 
hint' had been followed; they bad not'Jofr time in difcuffing theo
retical qudlions, 'on ",-hich fome might adopt oJle mode of rea
foning, and fome another; but they had at once declared the 
fri1/(t if Ornn~t, KlliIG. In like m~nner noW', inftead of agj~ 
rating tlle ~eftion of Right, where nO quefHon had been fOl
mally made, and where fuch a dffcutrlon could only lead to «tor 
and to difm-ence of opinion; they ol~gbt .to declare a • 
and thus rellore the third e/tate. They had eRablifbed tht P.RP 
(ent temporary defe8 in the Conftitu\ion. by the R.elOlu~iOll i!Mti 
had ju.ft voted. The next duty they had tO~1D _ wfIIi-
out tbe laCs 01,3 moment to fUffly tb~ d,~' • 

. • Th-r .. .' , . . , 
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. They were att agreed, that the Heir Apparent, whether f'l-otll 
right or expediency mattered not, ought to, be appointed Re';' 

-gent. Why then was tbe abftraa ~efll.ion of Right introduced 1 
thllt bei0i unanimous in the main point, they ' might quarrel ·. 
about acceIroriCi. On the ablh aCt Qlleftion of Right, fome 
would be guided by one fort of reafoning, others by another. " 
Some would hold .with one opinion, tltat the Heir Apparent had' 

• an attach d rigbt to t4e Re~e~', others with another opinioll;~ 
that aU perf on. had an equal fight; and in that cafe, if they came 
til an cJeaion, their choice might falJ on another great Pr .lice, 
or a fiTCat Lord, or a gro!at Conlmoner; but certain' he was, 
t\lat If tl:tey did not decide in favour of the Prince of Wales's 
right, however it originateU, they wo,uld decide neither accord • 

• ing to law, jullke, not political c:xpediellcy, He . fuppofed, 
however, the queftion wa only introduced to be over-ruled, and 
tlut, as they agn:.ed on the ellenti,J points, the Right Hon. 
Gentl man was detennined they /h,)uld not proceed from the 
firft to that which ought truly to b<e the fcc911d, 'without fome 
altt:rcation by the way. If there h;ad been any queftion as to 
who ought to be cntruiled with th,~ Regency, the Qlleflion 
of Right migbt have i><een, with fome plaulibility, brought for. 
ward. 

Another. objection his Lordlhip O1:lde, was this: the motion, 
he obferved, called upon him to detJ:m the Rights and Duty of 
the Lords Spiritual and Temporal. 'What right had that Houfe 
to ioterfere witb the Rights and Dutie!s o~he other Hou(e I The 
fecOlld part of the propotitio that which, they were told, was 
JleceRarjly eonneaed with e fidt, contained' (his Lordlhip 
faid) a proj.ll of a very extraor y nature, a prol' eCt (or paffing 
a Bill, a projca direCtly violating thc' fundamenta prilleiples of 
the Conllitutlon, and which, for that reafon, he could not agree 
toO. It was faid, the Re~nt was not to be in..e{led with nil the 
authority of the J'rerogatlve, but rec<! ive it wlder c<rtain refine. 
cions and modification ; and in ordler to do this, a projttl was 
·ont.,i"e" in the tbifll Refolution, t1)r iving the form of the 

R y I AIrent to fueh refirl ion ; and by which, he was told, 
means were to be dNiftl, " pretty ntW droiet he would take thc 
liberty of faying [His urdjbl.p wal hert. inform.d, tbat tIlt words 
u" "to deter",i!1l 01' Iht mtalll."] His LOrdlhip (aid, he wifhed 
it had been d"'ift; for that would ha,ve be~n peculiarlr applica_ 
ble; bus-)Vhetlicr the~ w~re to th!trmin,t or droift, If tIley at
.teII .. ~ to do any '1egiJbtlve aCt III the preCent cm:umflallce 
tbcr ,.ould ururp on the Prerog.tiv!1, and new model the Con
ftitllf,ion. T ... projtll was to par. a Bill. To pars a Bill, wu 
to do an .a ei Legillation, and to malee a Law. Could · th~t 
Houfe, ""hicb bII4 4l(It the power to I:eceive a petilloll for a turn. 
pike biU, pr 10 le~inate I Did they forge!, that the two 
. H~ . ~ 
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'l It,,u(es wtre by lUtute declarfll i~lcapable of makin, la,..l 
. bid they mean then to take into their OWD hands, die aormuC 

and litI'pended ~ight5 of tbe crown I Would tbey all'ume the Co-
~ . v~relgn authonry, abandon all the priJociples ellabl.iihed in 1688 

-:,nd ~tcaJi th~ Conlli~tioll / Wbii<: they were unnec ffatiJy 
j Jealous of their own rights, would they thus 'trample on the 
~', rights of the crown, and with .... t either preferring a claim, or • 

• neriOpg a righr, the exillence of which the plain language of 
,. the (to1111itution expreCsly denied, aurogate to themfclvcs the 

regar powers I • 
The plain road of proc::eedi~g was cary and !bort; proceed 

diredly to nominate a Regenl, and then when the third brancb 
was rellor~, and the Leginature wa complete, they would be
come a Parliament perfcd. in all i~; conltitutional forms, and 
tbey migbt legally pars any laws eillle'r of limitation, rellriaion, 
or of "ny otber kind. But to attePlpt to pr'?C"d olbetwile, was 
to trencb on the prerogatives of the crown, while th~y lay at 
their mercy. His Lordlhip faid, however rFfpecuble hi Right 
Honourable F ric1)d's opinioos were, it was making him of Dlore 
importance than he' would wilh to have annexed to bim, to 
ground a publicI< proceediJog of that Houfe on any opinion of 
his. 

His Lordlhip, after recapitulating the heads of his fpeech, re
turned the Committee thanls' for the:ir iJodwgence, alld moved, 
" That the Chai rman 0 leave the 'chair, aDd report progrefs," 
declaring, that he made that motion vith a hopeI that when the 
Committee fat again, they would elet uncll:r the imprelfion of 
more conllitutional fentiments, ' with a better regard for the 
principles ellabli!bed at the Revoluti()n, than lbey appeared to 
be, at prefent, impre/l'ed with. 

Mr. POW]S feconped the motion of Lord North, and faid, at 
fu ch a moment every Gentleman ought to come forward with. 
an avowal of his opinion. He !lated, that be w~ averfe to a 
declaration pf tbe rights that Haufe, whel\ no claIm had been 
made, that rendered fuch a declaraticm neccJIary. Mr. Powys 
noticed lbe ra!bnefs of a{ferting, that the Prince of Wales bad 
no more right to lbe Regency than Ill)' other individual fubjeCt, 
and made feveral obfervations on thl! danger of ilroaching fuch 

. doCtrines, wbich he urgfll might m it i elUds be more f"/a,,,ila"l 
th.an the 'fJ.r] c,,/a1lli1l wbicb was the occalion of their .Pt,ocecd
in~s; declar~J' at the fame time, that be did DOt man .., 
thl11g individ or perfonll in the reii I'ences to fucll aa aft"orrion, 
but merely to e pr Cs bi opinion, that any _ ... _de &II 

aJl'ertion of that fort, did not ado),t I Ii .. of codua Jjkd~ 
preferve tbe temper and moderation lbat .t 18 ~ • 
proceediJogs, on fo folemn an occaflO~. In (ecnDlinrl Ibe Il1O-
cion of..cbe noble Lord, he /bowd p:ropofe that cIae chairman, 

• H~ • alier 
• 
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afre~ re~",-pror;rets, fhould a(k~leav to fit again; whi h woufi · , 
fl1rety littis/Y the moll: tcr~pulous upon the other fide, as it would 
.!early imply a right to tl;O on with '!'(\tat they had begun, at the 
farne ti_ that it got over all tbe' difficulties, that might be in- . . 
volved in it. His opinion was, on 11,0 account to difm~mber. 
tbe prerogative of tjle orow!'> but app()int his Royal Highnefs 

• Regeat, with full reg:v powers, nd that immediately. . '.--
Mr"RAIU roCe, ane! in compliance with the [enttlnellt o~:iI1r • . 

Powys, that every man ought to avQIW his opinion in !\I,cb a ' 
critical moment, dedar~d, thaf he thought the ~ellion of 
lli&ht indifpenfabl y necetraiy to 'De difcuIfed and decided, after 
wbat had palfed in that Houf. and elfewhert; it wa$ not merely 
the declantioD of an inlignificant indjvjdilal, thrown out on 
I;cculation, but it WlIS ,thrown out in a very diCl:atorial and pe
..-ptory manner, in the Senate of the mition, by a perfon be
lieved to be in th confidence of his Pt·ince, furrounded by others, 
his moll: confidential frieodSj not atttmpte4 to be contradiCl:ed,. 
or QCplaibed away by any, but eveo fl\pported by one (Mr. She
ridan) until they had confulted their pillows,. and met in coo
vention at an appointed ,place. The mere 'effeCl: of words was 
afterwards cl)deavoured to be dooe a\!V3y, but the fubHance aod 
priociple r«:.~ned as much at iffu!, as. ever it was • . A decilioo, 
either way, Mr. Rolle thought I s lIikely to inllame, than to 

rmlt the quefrioo to float io uf~enfe . He faid, be alW\lJ$ 
2Cl:ed from the diaates of his confciente, and delivered his f.o
liments with the fame indi rence to part'es, as his worthy col
league bad declared he did, He had 100 doubt, whatever differ
elICe there might be in their 0 i ions :as to the means of obtain
ing the end, the objtCl: was the fame, the real iuttrell and hap
pinees of their country, the prefervation of the CooJl:iwtion, and 

juft rights and privileges of the King, the Prince, the two 
lIoufes, and the PublIc. . . 

H had not, he faid, the fame dre21d of a difpute between the 
Wlo Houli of Pa i ment, nor withunother kin!Jrlom; /\Jcb 
i~aginary fears O\Igbt oot to mm this Houfe /briok from its 
confcqw nee, and from its duty, Hi WOI'thy colleague was pre-

I, Mr. Rolle [aid, when b told M~ conll:ituents (in \lntfoll. 
with ,.'!ro e fentimen be ever wi/b,,,j to aCl:) that it was mea
{ures md oot men whi~h he /bQuld l(lok to for his public guide r' aad" 0 long as the Right Hon(lun,ble Gentlert)3n at the head 
cri the uafury ared to him to be as\uatcd b~ priociples o( "''''.10 the King, and of zeaJ n4 l"eg rtf to the U1terell: (If t c! 

Slion; .... the COtlIUtutional right of the fubjea, he /bould 
.. ,..t.'.Wip'I!"'rt,~ ~ Il .longer. . . 

He with h,s colleague, tb~t the COI]aua of the Right 
~"'IM, hitherto, had beell fueh as to entitle him to 

.... ~ d' pplaWe of his ~lOwitry) 1I'Iii'th hat! ~aine4 
• • • .......... 
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~m ~ preference in the ~blic opinion and wiales, to hi! opfI)-. 
~lcnt (r..:lr. Fox). He had re!tored our COUImerct, and euItiII 
the 1I3tJonai oharaaer, both bf which were in a Hate of I'IIia 
;md degradation, when h was placed, by his Sovereign, wiG 

_ ~he general vOice of the people, to condua the moll important 
mter~lls of the Country. 0.0 th~ prefent oc~aflOn, be ap-

• peared to be aauated by an amubus and ardent with, to pref~ 
. tlJE....Rights of the Crown {af~ and entire, in a moment of fin-' 
~ ~ul't calamity and misfortune; therefore his endeavour thould 

bave his lJloll zealous and nrm Cuppott;. Mr. Rolle profdlCd the 
highefl: refpea for the Prince of "Vales, dcclarjn~, no ' perfon. 
withed more fervently for his real interell and happlOe/$ than he 
did I notwithfl:anding, he would' nevet allow him the inherent 
Right, in\lependent of the two aoures; yet, he was ready to 
admit, 'hat a Prin of Wales, of full age and capacity, was 
the propereft perC on to b~ appointed the Regent, provided he had 
not, by any illegal or ullconftitutional aCt, forfeited fuch preten
fions. Howeve r brilliant might be bis virtues, or iUullriou bis 
charaaer, it {hould never 10 far dazzle hi eyes, as to make bim 
lofe fight of tb.t d.uty he owed to a lawful and much beloved 
S"ove~eign, and to tbe people of England. If the Prince {h<>U!d 
be the Regent, Mr. Rolle faid, he lhoUld ever find him 6rmly at
tacbed to his true interefl:~ and ever loyal 'Uld dutiful to him(e1f 
and fam ily" When the groot Q\lellion came, h~ would. en~ea
voar to difcharge the reat tr.ult-, delegated. to blm by blS <':on
Ilituents, to the bell of his judgment, fuilhfully and coofi:ien
tiouOy, without rear or partiality Jtitbcr on tbe one hand or the 
other. /I ' 

The .All.,.,,,, Gm,ral next rofe, and faid, he had paJd much 
attention to the fubj ea of the prefent debate. He had now lift
ened to the arguments of the noble Lord (Lord North) with all 
the refpeCt due (0 his ability and experience, and he mull fay, 
that the noble Lord's acute difcernment nev r appeared to hill1 to 
have fail ed fo much as on the prefent very importrult oce_fion. 
The obj as which the-noble Lord was artxious to attain', were 

.the very objeCts of the prefent motion-Expedition and conlli-
, ~utioll .. 1 certainty. No lofs of time could be incurred by ,deter
mining, tbat it was the right and duty if Ihl LM'tis and wmmlffts 

proyi e for the pre(ent exigency; on th~ contrary, that fuch a 
efolubM was a necefi"arv foundation for all their future proceed

ings, a§ well 5 to vindicate lhe rights of the whole.eommWlicy. 
He defired, that the dilliDCtioo between the p.litit: or offiCial ca
pacity of the Crown, and t~e "al.ral alld human capacity .. the 
JlCrCon of tbe King, might ever be kept fepar:lte, for upon that 
dilli~lon th~ whol re8itude of their proceeding' depeDdl;d. 
'1 be poliljc capacity was itlfJuiJu".abk, the II_IN".'" <.parity lI.t ft· 
The former ceqlurod 110 fup~r, the Illtter onl .. , UIIf ..... tCIy 
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aid, The mode in which the latter W3S fupplied, in andent 
times, lay in fome obkurity. Whether, in render infancy, the ex! 
prdlion of the King's will, by his Great SuI, was di re8:ed by 
his Privy Council, hi$ great Council of Peers, or his ftill greater 
Council of Parliament, was a matter of fome obfcudty, bllt that. 
it was fo manife!!:ed is certai~ and that manifdbtion lty the 
Great Seal is proved by the R 'lIls of Parl iament, uniformly to 

• have been deemed oecellary. I n what !hapt it was to be ~",i . 
fefted, in the prefent in(b nce, would be the fubje8: of ~ture 
cO/lfideration. He admi~, With the noble Lord, that to ad, 
and .not to determine ab!!:rael qaefrions, was the duty of the 
Committee; but that it was impolJible to confider tbe explaining 
the principle, upon which the Committee aCted to the commu
nity at large, as an ab!!:raCl queilion: on the contrary; it was a 
quell ion, which, for the benefit of that c<N1lmunity, th'ey were 
bound to determine. He be~ged leave to advert to the fitua
tion in which both HOllfes of Parliament met) in obedience to 
the King's Writ of ummons) were then pb.ced. Tbey were 
W only pomble Counfellors to advife lh King's p.liti< capacity, 

to the mode in which the exercife of the ~aturizl capacity might 
be fupplied, in the preCent fituation of affairs. He dwelt for fome 
time upon the diftinaion between the natural and politic capa
city of tbe King, which conilituI"d ule difference between an 
abrolute vacancy of t he Throne, (which exifted at the Pevolu
tion) and a temporary fupply of fOOie ci its natural fun ions. 
H then obfervcd, th.at the qucilion had been greatly na rrowed 
by the noble Lord's propofin ill e/fea, that the prefent debate 
fuould be put an eDd to, up e fuppofitioll) tbat ils continua
t ion on'uft be mended with publi~ difquietudc, and that the Heir 
Apparent having tende, d '" flrmol (loill; rendered it unnecef
ury. He adverted to tbe perlon and the manner in which th.t 
<:laim hali been introduced; not by a member ' of the HouCe ca
{u~ly, and as it were by conje ure) but by a great ilatefmall, 

nxiouflr, fi udioufly, and upon full confideration, defiring to be 
und rflood to de it ' in linult. of the wt ole proceedi~g, on the 
very mom nt of preft nting the R port of the Committre of en
quiring into the ftate of the Kin's hC3ltb . fie obferved alf<i> 
th a c1egree of a~am tion had att;J:ndcd tbat propofition) ana 
prOlclbl. with fom6. warmth, th.at fo long as anyone fiem r < 

IA that Committee pr felred himJelf to adhere to tbat propolition, 
he Ibould-bimfelf take the feor. of the Houfe upon the pref nt 
queftion. That their anee!!:or _. nd predeceIfors in that Houfe, 
lied {LlmiOaed them ",ith two clear at\d perfea examples, nearly 
fi.i1ar at two cIilFercnt periods, at 1he· diftanee of thirty-two 
pan. in the reign of King Flenry VI. foonded, ;ls the Parlia
mentary !teconla declare, on a fo reh of former pr edents. 
t a ___ .. prccc4cot could be expeCkp, as no ocealion 

3 ~ 11,. 
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!>'ailed for any fin:h provili~ till the reign ,_ Henry VItr. "_ 

: 'Regency Ads began, wblch had, ftOm time to time, been ... 
ru:wed. ,It would, tb,erefor., 'he obf.rved, be ktNi1lr their 0-
«frors '" Ibl /ureP, .f the Committee deviated /Tom thole ex_ 

• amples founde<l 01) all preceding practice, which proved a Reme 
to be' unknown to the common law of the land and a mcre 

.creature of fa~ji.ment. ~e orced this by ad:cning to the . 
~ of Porl.ament, wh.ch proved, that when the Duke of 
~y or' waS made Regent by King, Lords, nd Commons in the 

reign of Henry VI. a patent was diref.ied to be fealed id favour 
of the Prince of W ~Ies, Whell he Ihoul,d come of age, which 
demonftrated, as he contended, that, without a patent, the Prince 
of Wales, when of age, could not claim at if righI, much lef. 
nlJil1llt, the Regency of this realm. With refpe-'l to difquieting 
the minds of the litbjects of Great Britain, he infifred, that 
this great quefrion having been anxioufiy introduced by a Right 
Hon. G entleman, it mufr now be fettledfor all polterity. If the 
embers of that' queftion were (uffered tp remain (motbedng, they 
might hereafter burft out in a conflaghltion, very, very ditficurc 
to extinguilh; out.it had been faid, that the prefent qudlon was 
entirely new, and he would, for the fake of ~rgument, take it to 
be (0: at the f.,me time denying that' it was (0. if new, this 
principle muA: be adverted to, which WdS the foundation /lone of 
lhe libetties and privileges ~hat Britilh fubjeCts enjoy: that al. 
though the neceffity of. fome government among(t human being. 
is as apparent as that of food or cloathing, ytt that the powe,. 
of government muft be ,derived ftom the community at large; 
and that it muir be clearly and d:nindly thewn, that they bave 
parted with any fpecific powe~laimed even by the Crown, much 
more by its fubfiitute. The evi nce of tb. could only be by 
uL1gC or written law; and he challenged the gentlemen of hi. 
own profeflion to :naintai n, wbetber tbere exi/led one lingle do
cument, diEIum, or frllable, which maintained the prefent dpc
tl ine, and whether there did not exifr the moll profound autbo
rilies to tr,e Cllntrary. tIe then enlarged uPon the feveraJ fpecie. 
cr property, i/' order to Ihew, that nothing could be deri"ed frolll 
a!lalogy to them, whether it conliA:ed of perfonal or real pro. 
pertl', of offices, or dignities, which could fupport the arg_r 
againJl tbe pref< nt quefrion. He then conjured the HOOIfe .
to ftull from the real'and fubftanlial queftion of their Rirba. 
under the Ihelter of a fort of previous quefrion, but nbnfulfy to 
recolleCt that tbey were acting. not for themfelve perfonall, .. 
but for the people of Grt:lt Britain, and for the rubje& Of 
the empire, from the high.fr to tbe loweft. 

The A !torney General obCeryee!, tbat the dead liIenee of the 
whole law upon this common law rigbe of a Regent:, was a /trooc 
proof ch I il W:IS unknown. If tbere weB Cud! ~ c:OIiItnpD law • 

H + olJic:u • 
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• er, e alked,-1Iow- (!lit IIlcd«J, \lIIIhnI ft1laUng the ~orD~ .. . 
lion oath, PIe coun~t.of 1IIe 0IIdI of a1ltgiancc, bad nor - ' 
reeled, that·· it 4bould be a:dminiftbred to R'g',"!, 'as well. a. t 
Kings I ·, Wl)ercas, accoroing 10 die caChine of the day, a R,,
geaJ was tp. ~ into the Throne without fuch pledge gi von to 0 

die \lC<>pk· of the laDd, for the "njoyment .of their right:s, ti. n 
jiM reJigiws. TtJjs dead filence,.as to common law right, was, . 
~ interrupted by, the powerful language of ParJia~.- . 
• 0 it granted a reverUonary Patem [0 rIIe. Prince of W\\Ies, 
0.-. • minor, when he 4houJd orne of age. It feemed as if 

bad been done to preclude an)' claim of Ri!;$bt for ever, and 
•• 111 we Ihould prolit by that Iclron this day. 

"#4r. Fox then rofe, and prefaced' his fpeech, by fayin~, it was 
illlpOllible for him to lit 11Ient, although it bad 1I0t been his in
~on to have troubled tbe Committee witb much that day; 
IKICI, illdee<i,' if ,he had .thought it necellilry, after what the Houfe 
bad before htard from bim on the fubjet\, ~to enter into any far
ther ju ;lication of his opinion, which he did' not, he was not, 
ftom. pcJfonal ipdifpoGtion, capable of doing that ju.llice to its 
defence, which he wasJure it dcferved., ot . thinking it neecf
fary to make fuoh a defence, he Ihould treat the ~e.llien only in 
a coliaterN way, and therefore Ihould not have ocealion to detain 

CQwmittee v.ery 10ng, nor was there danger of his injuring 
tIIat ca.ufQ which he bad cng"b"Cd in, <>y any deficiency of "b[OD
ing refulting from his pretent bad ftate ob health. He mulhe, 
probat ,he (aid, the jn/idious mode, in which the Right HOll'!::
tieman, who had moved the oQgeftion, had chofen to bri On 
chat di ullion. H.e bad founded a great eonftitutional 9U iOll 
C)II,Jhe opinion of :m i odiyidual, m re; p~rhaps, from motives of 
per(onal triumph, than from t idea of any ncceffitr of coming 
wa det rmination . After an exordium to this effetl:, ~r. Fox' 
laid, any man would imagine, that from the w'e.lmefs of tbe· ar
pl1)Cllt$ adv.anccd on the "ther Gd thofe who bad ufed thofe.ar
p'-Ilts wi£hed to p volceJlim to dcbat~ the Rilhl of his Royal 
Hig.efi the Prioee.JI WaJ to curdle the Sovereign Audlo
rity, uriAg the i!lCapaciry of the Sovereign. From the extreme· 
. £11 •• tJ,/ thcir .rCa{onillg,· from .the glaring abfur9ity.of their in, . -';';:ii l&Ife .premijj s that they ltad 1aid do,''Il, lIIJd the ir_ 
n inapplicable precedents, which they pretended to .rely 

..,.. perhaps thought mat tbey held OUt a temptation (0 

fib mOOD.'" ~ lYib filii IIIHd CDMId . '~I wi1hj1antl il. He therefore 
tndIIed die COllllllllI!e\! wo.uld forgive it, . .if he ook up a little of 
.eMir ·tiaac. ill expofoag and toonftJting,fue e:>etravag:mt and ill. 
~ atgamentS, on wlUclI they h.~d cb6~ n to rell: ~ . rb~ 
...... Nig the -(:0INIlittct to agree to the. Refolmiou whic~ 
.. lU 'n lion. Geode 'n had brought forward. CooJd the 

t ~ba Cptiapap - Ilia Viend$ laffofCi thai ~.~1ll' 
, \ • lJI~ ~ ... 
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· no ~ would think . them· feri~ in fupJljKtiJlIf ibf (yi~'" 
• meant to proceed .upon in the pN:(cnt exigenc)" \!y produang tIJiI 

fort<>f pN:cedents to wbicl\ !bey bad referred ~ What a .. i~ 
fyll:em mull that be, the prominent ti:atUN:S oC which 1Vere 'lO 

. diG(racefull W ,s the ptaaice of the preIent time , rlme~ Io en-
IigIitened, and in which the prindpl f the ConUilUtiOIl were 

. fo ell underll:oed,. to be grolloded on precedents dr_wn from ~ 
~ and barbarous, a period of oUr Hilloryas the reign of Henry 
- rb01Sixth I And were the Rights of that Houfe of Commons, am! 

its proceedings in one of. thO! moft .difficult Q)om nts, that had 
ever QCcurred, to be ll1llintained lind vindic;ated by the el<1It!JPle 
<>f the Houfe of l..ords I·-at a time when that Houfe of Lords 
had the complete doroinion of the executive government, which 
they exercifed with no un(parin~ hand I at a ti~ that the Rigbts 
of the o.mmons ou(e of Parliament were fo ill underftood, or 
fo weakly fufbj'ned, that its SpIO'<T WIIS deJuntly in prift'" on 
commitment o( the H6u(e of Lord~ I in prifoa upon a jlld~nt 
in f.wour of thal' Duke of York. wh fe mca(ures Adminiftration 
had avowed · it to be their intention to imitate 1 Let the Com
mittee reRea a Illoment on the ptriod, the infamous tranfaClions 
of which were chofen to be made the model of the proceedings 
of this d~y I that period which led 'immediately to the wars be. 
tween tile Houfes of Y orl:: and Lancafter, and was that melan
choly a:ra, at which all ~e difma! (etne of anarchy, confuJicin, 
eivit warfare, and bI.>od/hed, that fo long defolated the I::ingciom, 
and reduced i( to a ftate of unparalleled difgrace :lnd diftrefs, com
menced. Were .the Committe-e 10 feleel:1:heir precedentS froln 
{l.Ich times, and to gOI'em their condua by fucb ex:rtl)plcs? 
From a time too, . when thJ'Houfe oi ommon. was pro{l:rateat 
the feet of the Hou(e of Lords, wben tbe third Eftate had IGft 
all energy and vi gour, and when all the power lay wholly in the 
\lands of the ,Baruns. Precedents, drawn from fuch tim~s, could 
not be re(orted to with (afery, becau(e there was no analogy be.,. 
tween the Conftitution then, and the Conllitution as elW:ililhed 
at th~' Revolution, ~nd fince 'practifed: All precedents taken 
from periods preceding the R evolution, muft be precedent I that 
b<>re no analggy to the prefeot cafe; becauC, at rio OIl" period>, 
berore the ]!volution, was civil liberty dearly de6ned and under
/lood, th" Rights of tbe different branches of the Legill:nuro. 
afcertained, a.lld the frce fpirit of our ConlHtution felt and ac
knowledged. he earlier periods of our Hiftoryrwere fuch, as 
enly (hewed the e~anges of bands, into wbich power /hifted, ,.. 
the circunTlhoces of the times ordained. In one reign; the 
power w<)uld be fOUJ)d to b ve b n in the Kin&! and then he was. 
;In ahfolute. tyrant I in others, tbe Barons polfefted it) 2nd hel~ 

oth' King od Commons in the molt IIavrtb fubjeaion. /Ome~ 
. e II'\' acr revllil and aU die "Pl'"Jlions of a 

moc.r,ltic~1 • 
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~ocratical.doyomment were pradifeci in their fullea enormity. : 
No pre~ent, therefore, drawn trom times fo variable, wbero . 
rjght an~ wrong were fa often confounded, and where popular 
freedom pad neither an exif!ence nor a name, ought to be r81ied 
on. Al1\idf! ~L tbe preceuents, either in the Hi(lory of Britain 
or rhe Records of Parliament, he defired to know if they had 
found one of a Prir.ce of Wales, of full age and fuJI capacity, 
Who had been denied the exercifc of the Sovereignty, d~ring \hs:.,... 
lu;own and declared incapacity of the Soverei~n r One of ~e 
precedents the Right Han. pentleman had mentlOned Ic~ned ra
rber that way I he meant the pr.ece ent in the reign of Edward 
the Third, where the Prince of Wales, though a minor, was 
declared l{egel)t jn the abfcne.e of his father. \ Vith regard to 
what the Rigbt Han . Gentleman had noted, of the quarrel be
tween the Cardinal de Beaufort and the Dwke of (jlo~ccf!er, 
was that at all in point to the cafe to which the Right Hon. Gen_ 
deman had fo invidioufiy applied itl What was that charge!-
A charge, tha t Cardinal de Beaufort had in the reign, and dUJ ing 
the life-time nf H~nry the Fourth, advifed the Prince of \ Vales, 
(afterwards Henry the Fifth) to take upon himfcjf the exercife of 
tho Sovereign.Authority. Was there the f.nalleft degree of ana
Io&J' betweell the illIltfs of' Henry the Fourth, and the known 
caufe of the incapacity of our prefent Sovereign r Henry the 
Fourth was affii6led with a IJlnguor, t natural concomitant of 
age; and in his cafe, the eonfequwce of • i:ver, arid long lick
nefs; but was Henry the Fourth, therefore, inc.apacitated from 
the exercife of the Sovereign Authority r By nb means ; he 
might not be able to meet his P""liamenr, but molt undoubtedly 
be was not diTabled from execu6ng blie bufinefs of any ofher 
kind. He was in full poE. mon of all is mental faculties, could 
iJfue his orders, and inf!rua his Minifrers, jult as well as he 
could do either, )n the fulleft vigour of his youn.. To advife 
the Prince of Vvale~, therefore, under ruch circumf!ances, to 
ake up,0n himCelf the c""reife 6f the Sovereign Authority, was 
to dvtf. him to be guil~ of hiv,h ereafon; ltd had the PEince of 
Wales been fo advifcd, and followed the advice, he had no fcruple 
to fay, the Prince would have been guilty of high treafon. and 
have fubjeCted his life to forfei ture. It was no w~der, there_ 
fore., that Cardin:tl de BeaUfort, feeling the weight 0; fuch an 
accufation, as that ur~ed agalllf! him by the Duke of Gfoucefter, 
and l<llowin .the I"naus confequences it led to, thould fuch a 
cbarge be proved aj;ainft him, .. a ed wifely in avowing his inno
cence, ianding upon his defence, and deliring that the matter. 
miJht Ik referred (0 tb~ Judges, that he might be purged of the 
gui!c imp:.ttable to fa foul an oifence. . 

OIl the pre tent occaiion there had been, he abferved, two af. 
r.tiOPc of politi" lUI'" on botb.lides the HQu{c. Oll his lipe, 

' . .~ ..... .. ... 
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, tile aJi"ertion of the Right of the Prince ofWaJes, Ming Heir A". 
• parent, ami of full age and capaciry., to exercife the Sovereign 

AlUhority during bis MajeflJ"s infirn-'ity. On that of the R;j;bt 
~on, G~nt1eDlan, the ~nertion rha,t the Prince had 1111 mort RI,rflt 
to exerclfe the SovereIgn Authomy, under {ucb cirtumlbnccs, 
thm any other individual fubjea. He did not under/land the 

• . invidious dignity be had been exalted to on this oCO'olf'OIl, nor 
~Id he-admit what tbe Hon~ and learned Gentleman, who fpo e 
. laf~ had been pleafed to lay fo much {b-e{s upon, that ani opi-

nion d~livered in that Roule by {o lJumble and iuli <> l\ificallt an 
individual as himfelf, or by Iy member of what rallk and degree 
fOever, ought to be made the ground of a proceeding of tbe 
Houfe. But fince the Right Hon. Gentleman 'was determined 
to make it a plffonol 9uejlio/J between them, livce be conde
(cended to conlid~1 bimleJf his rival, and chofe to have recourfe 
to his majority, why would he not try his opinion, anellet the 
quel1:ion be, .. That it is' t(le opinion of this oromittce, that 
his Royal High~fs fhe Prince of Wales, being Heir Apparent, 
and of full age and capacity, hOI"" ";'rt right tD ,,,,,rift th. Ro,lIl 
Authority, durill!:. his JI!/Ojtjly'I inrop'IGity, thllll any other inJi"jdi,ol 

Jubje!1." The Right Hon. Gentleman well knew, he durft not 
venture to fubject {uch a qucfti.QJt to debate. He wel1 knew, 
that with all his majorities, he could not rifque. it; he wdllc.ne .... 
that if he could bave {o fa loft fight of prudence, as to have ha
zarded (uch quefti"n, notwithlfanding his bigb charaacr, and 
his known inl!uence within thofc walls, there would not bave 
been twenty members who would bave fupported him in it. In 
fua, he wel1 knew, that the moment he let /jIch an pinion 
efcape his lips, it was ex"ra~ed by aU who had beard it, and 
that it had becn fince o'~ecrated by all who had heard of it 
out of doors. What had been the confequence of tbis I Confciou 
of his error, and confcious that {o monl1:rous a doClrine as he had 
Cuff.red himfelf, in an evil hour, to deliver, bad revolted the • 
public mind, the Right Hon. Gentleman had {eized on the firfl 
momellt that oltered, Oto qualify what be ' had {aid, by unnecdta
rily coming forward ",ith a declaration thar, though he WGuid 
not admit the rince of Wales's Right to ex.reife the Sovereign, 

· Authority, ring the incapacity of bi~ father, yet be coru.Jled, 
that lln unds of expediency, and a matter of diJtrttiDIf. the 

· perfon to bold rhe Regevcy ought to be the Prio e of Walea, and 
rio other; that it would he wrong to appoint atly,o()ther perfon 
tlwI the Heir Apparent to the 'R goncy; but the Houfe bad 
cC\'tainly no idea of poJreffing a R.~bt, which, if ex rcifed, be- • 
came 11-hng. He had acknowledged, that the exercife of chit 
R ight, whiC;h he had inlified belonged to the two Houfes of Par
liam nt, would b a breacb of duty to their conftituentJ; yet lie 

wouW 
• • 

• 
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.,1IId not give up the Right, but villdicated i propriety, frem 
'his tliftntion in the ufe of it. ; 

This mode of ~ment, Mr. Fox raid, remind im of ",bat 
bad pafied in that -Houte about thirteen year .. go; . tween . ..!1t 
eminent Crown]awyer, now the lirfl law ch~I'.61er in the king
cIom (the Lord anceUc-r) ~nd himfelf. At tbe time to wh~h 

referred, the ~rgument had be n the Right of this clluntf)' to ' 
ah America, when he had contcucrcd, t< that Great ll"'tatn h~ 
an undoupted right to tax ber American colonies, but that '~' 
nc:r.c:ife of thalRight would.be in the bigheft degree uIyu,{l:iliable 
em the paTt of G~at Britain." ~ anfwcr to thi , tbe gteat 
lawyer, with a quaintner, peculiar to himtelf, h~d faid, " I fho\.Vd 
k gbd to know what t/l"t R.ight is, which, wben attempted to ,he 
ClIffcili:d, beeo", a f-Yrong." In the pref<;nt cafe, th~ Right 
Hon. Gend man had acted upon the convpfe of the great 
lawyer' maxim; he bad pronounced the R.ight a W~ong. and 
havmg dolle fo, 'he had immediately proceeded to exercife it in 
the moft dfeBu~l tnal)Jler. It waS (Mr. FOl),maintained) the 
fupremc leglflature alone had power to do wrong. In one P9int 
iii v' ,and, in one poillt of view only, could ~e lm~gine Ibe 
exiftencc of a Right, which, when e¥ercifed, 'might becotne a 
lYr'Jlg, .and that was this : ' the three br~es of the lcgiflature, 
~r.{tillg of King, Lords, and Commons, had a r1gbt to autho. 
"ze and 3d a l1IoTnl roiL They mig~ fet af,de the (ucecilion, 
and deprive tbe Prince of Wales of his Heljfditary Kight to fuc
cced I\i prefent M2jefty; but this enormity could not of right 
be pra..'tifed by the two Hou(es of Parliament, independent of the 
confent of the Sovereign, any' more than the Minifter could fet 

. ~mfcl up in competition with the pgnce of Wales, and conteft 
.... ith him as a claimant for the Regen!: , He repeated his opillion, 
Ibat a Right atcached to the Prince 0 Wales, as Heir Apparent, 
10 exoercife the Sovereign Authority, upon the King's incapacity 
Jleing d e1ared by tbe two Houfes of Parliamellt; the Prince's 
Slight, however, being all along confidered as (ubjeCl: to tbe ad
judicatiO!) of tI)e tVlO H()ufes of Lords and epmmons. l<bis opi
Ilion he had not changed, nor did he feel the fmall eft 4ifpofition 
10 change it, and indeed the Hon. aDd learned '1.entleman who 
fpoic.e Jill, feemed to be fo much of his opinion, \'')at he bad, if 
\Ie underftood him rjg~ cxprefsly declared, that ih ·~.[e ·of the 
llemik of the Crown, ing fhort of , n act of exclufion could , 
prev Dt the Prillce frO(D fucc:ceding to tbe Tbrone, and that even 
aothillg /bort of fuch conduct as would defen·edly war.rant an a/% 
of uclufion, ought to f~t Ii Prince of "VaJe!lJ of full age, and 
~ capacity, afid, frOlJl the Regency. The counter opinion 
.. his -s fraugbt with Co many, and fuch normo,:" evil!, that 
.. pcrfuadcd, no lIlO<Icra.tt man, w.ho conlidered the fubjeCl 

. the dcgroe \If a\tCllli~ that it ~ll unt\oubt~dll merited" 
wo¥~ 
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:: would, for a moment, maintain it, cia er on tbe ground old 
of ditcretiou, or of expedien~y. • 

~
Wh3tever his opinion ' wa •• why lhouJd that right be cIif.o 

, ed, which bad been neither cJalm •• d, nor was intended ID lit 
cl med I 
~ rhat tbis was the predre ftate oli the faa, was not to lie 
.' doubted\.fUlce the demratioflotbat had been fo ~racioun'1 Commtl
F1':i;:ated Ifom the higheft authority in another place. 0 the_ 

ner in which tbat communication hadl been made, and the c~ 
mendarion that was due to the exalu:d perfonage who made it. 
he would not ray one word, "'ccaufe he would not run the rirque 
of having what was due to merit, Ihiil:aken for fulfome adulation. 
and fervi le ~attery. Butthe claim thus difavowed, bow muft the:, 
preambij, of a bill run, truly to defc:ribe the cafe as it ftood at 
prefent ? "Whtreas 'his Royal Highnefs the Prince of Wales 
" has never c1am.ed a Ri~ht to the fRegency, it becomes ne
e< celrary 'for the :Lords Spimual and 1 emporal, and for the Com
" mons of Eng nd to declare, that I his Royal Highnefs has no 
" right, and .we, therefore) d? hereb'y declare, his Royal Higb
" nefs Sole Regent of thele kln~orns." 

Mr. Fox rcaloned on the ablurc\ity of a biIr (0 worded, and 
contended\ that it mull: be fo worded, unJefs they fallified tbe 
faa, and made a courfe of la~ the gwund-work of the hill. He 
obferved, tljat all this di~cuJt,. and c,mbarraffment was created, 
when there was.not'the fmallell: o~cafion for it, fUlce it W3$ the 
concurrent opinion of all mankind, thatl the Prince of Wal .. 
fuould be the Regent; why thell would the Right Hon. Genu.e-' 
man. thus agitate the n:z.'3tter unlefs it were for the little purpofe 
of i>erfonal triumph ? ' 

fIe condenfned the fling language that had been held on 
this occafioo 0 gratitftde to the Sove.reign, and the (hong affeco 

t ions that had been made, that fuch gl'llritude /ho\lld be exempli
lied by the conduCl of thofe, who tonfelred tbemfelves und« 
perfOflil obligations the Sovereign. erronal attachment, he 
contended, was no fit ground for pubJlic conduct, and tholC who 
had declared they would take care of Ithe rifOhts of the Sovereign, 
becaufe theYJlfad received favours at his hand" betrayed a litde 
millll. awi ~arranted a conc\ulion, that if they had not received 
thofe favours, they would have been ~e(s mindful of thtir doty, 
and have ed with lefs zeal for hiS illtereft, than if they had not 
been ind be to him for any favour~. He owned hirnfelf jn_ 
debted to . ~eir Appareht, for ~'fing- been for Ij,.e~ years 
favoured Wltll hI confidence, but nt1~~r bad that flatterongawi: 
of diftin . DR been made the ~ubjca 0lf his fpeecbe. in that Howe. 
nor had he- ever coofidcred i. as ~ pr)per motive for hi public 
condua. He was, anli always had cen ready to avow hit _ 

chment I and, when be mentioned bis regard for the Prince.! 

• 
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Houfe of Brunfwiclc:. it: was not to fuperinduce oblil\uely hi~ 

own praife, in the collfidence which . ~hc'y placed in him. Tba 
WaS a narrow principle, which he 11 QuId ever hold in ditd~~' ,. 
Neither all the prefent occaflon, llOr .at any time, if 1\e thou ~ 
the objeas of his Royal Higbncf$ incompatible with tbe pu ie 
intereJh, {bould be think he paid a c~ompliment to the Prin • 

y more than he {bould think, he.. cd conlil!ently with what 
was due to his own character, in (ufirering the confid<:1'ation .,[
the terms on which he lived with his Royal HighneC~, to bias him 
ill the lin:>.lleft degree, or induce him to act contrary to what he, 
in his confci nce, -thought mofl: like to promote the welfare of 
the public. Whereas the R!ght on. Gentleman appeared to 
aa upon a v"ry oppofitc principle, and repeatedly introduced the 
IlIme of the Soverc:i~, though feld,om for any other purpore, 
than an oftentatious d,Cplay of the confidence tl!pofed in himfelf. 
He rarely mentioned the Royal FamilJl, or the Royal Penon, bllt 
it terminated in an ollentatious difplal' of his own merits, in an 
indirect encomium on himfelf. To tIe Houfe .8f ,Brunfwick th is 
couLltry floocI in an eminent degre~ indebted; indeeq, few Princes 
ever detcrved the love of their fubjects morc than the Princes of 
that Houfe. Sill their accei!ion-to the Throne, their government 
had been fuch, as to render it highly improbable, that there {bould 
cver be ground for an act of exclufion to pafs, to fet afide one of 
their heirs from the fucceaion, or that fttch a cirtum!bnce fhould 
ever become a nece~y fubject of contemplation. If the Princes 
of tbe Houfe of Brunfwick had at any time differed with their 

, fubjeCb, it had been only on collater .. 1 poillts, which bad been 
eaflly adjul!ed in Pad.iament. No on.e of the Princes of that 
Houfe had ever made an attempt agai~ the conllitution of the 
country, although, had fuch a mirehiev,o ddign been meditated, 
there had, at moll times, been a party exi ing, tbat would have 
been ready to abet them in any feheme, the blaclc.eft and 100ft fatal 
that ever tyrant devifed againft the liberties, or the happinefs of 
his fubj as. The love,.therefor~, of the p~ple, was dUll to the 
illufirious family on the Throne, in flo peculiar and eminent :l 

degree, tbat very thing that loolccJ, as if it could, at any dif
tal e, Clldangcr the hereditary right oli the Houfe~ Brunfwick 
to the fuccenion, ought to be guarded againll with ~!culiar iea-
loufy, and peculiar caution. • ~ . 

l£xclufive of the concurrence of the public voice, not only the 
fpirit of the cllnfl:itution, pointed out the Heir Appuent as ~e. 
iitteft petfon to be Regent, but the Act of Settlement might be 
defeated, if bis Royal Hi&hllcfs were pa(fed by, and the ~ 
trin~ of the ~ht Hon. Crentleman clmjed into eft'ea. In ad
hering to the pnnciples of the Act of S:ettlemcnt, there could bo 
DO ill. 

( 
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• If, a~ the Hon. and learned G~ntJernan had 12id, da~ fIauId 
"'be a ~nncc of '-;.rale , wh,;,fe political principles were jo deF&vod, 

tbat n oppolitaon to hIS 'Own natural interefis he /bOtild 
Ii w the xalIlple of Charles the Firfl, and Ja~es the Sc. 

~ c • either in the one inllance, indicating a determination to 
be me a tyrant, and dellroy the libenies of his [ubj by liall-

~ ting the confiitution, or, in the other, /bolliu fo COOl~ct bim • 
.' felf with ~ance, and the Ilotrtical enemies of his country that 
~very thing fat:ll was to be dreaded from his government·' fuch 

~ Princ~ of Wales ought to be excluded from the .Regen~y, in 
like manner as he undoubt Iy would be excluded from the 
Throne, on tbe natural demif. of his father, or predeceJTor. Bllt 
then the Bill of Exclulion to pafs in fucb Cllfe, mull be tbe wod: 
uf thelcgillature complete, and not Ibe .ct of the two brautAe 
of the legill.ture on . 

Let the C6mmittee conlider the d.,ngcr of making oy odaer 
perron Re~ent b.lides the Prince of Wales I If Ihe two Houfes 
could chooj' a R~erlt, they might choof. wbom th y pleuOd I 
they might choofe • foreigner, a catholic, (for the l.w define not 

• the Regtnt) who, . while he b ld the power of the tbird ellate, 
might prevail on the other two branchea; of the legiflature 
to concur witb him, alter, or fet' aJlde the fuccemon, and 
turn ~way the Houfe uf Brunfwic;:, and put them in the lituatioq 
of the Houfe of Stuart. faw tbis doarine was deemed ex. 
travagant, .but he me~t to put an extravagant cafe; he did not. 
however, put an impoffibJe one; and he bad.the fame right with 
numbers on the oppolite fide, who, in all their reafonings, at
~ued the danger, or the inconvenience they apprebended,oIl IC/: 
j ibi/itin only. Let them tur to the favourite period of our hlf
tory, favourite at lean: wi! e other fide of the HouCe tbat day, 
the reign of Henry VI. . a Ihey woLtld find that Richard, Duke 
of York, tooil: ad~anta~ of his power as Protcaor of the king
dom, actually dilinhemed the Prince of Wales, and the whole 
line of Lanc.fier, thougb they wer~ more n ady allied, and 
had much better pret lion to the r wll' than the Houfe 
of York. 
. The fame difi 1 feene that "ad difgraced our annal at that 
period, might e aCled over again, if the two Hour. s of Parlia
mel~oncurred to Cubvert the conititution, by alfum
ing to themfelves the exercif. of th~ Royal Prerogati"e, an" 
arrogating the right to legiOat., a d m ke law, in t'he teetb ef 
the fiatute of tbe 13tb of Charles the Second, which he had, on 
a former day, ball occafion to mention, and whicb not ooiy de
dared, that the two Houfes of Parliament could noltm."_ law 
without Ihe confent and concurren e of the Kin , but lCo de
dl'rl:d, that whoever /bould pc fum~ to a!linn tbe colltrary, /bowd 

. ~ 
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..e guil.ty of high tmfon, and incur die pain IIJId pellllitte of' 
prlmUIUrt. ". 

To make a law for the appointment of ~ Regent, h 
fidcred. as far as it went, as a <:onverfion of the fucceBioll 0 

monarchy, from hereditary to eleaift j and what fort of a 
ftitution that was, which had an deClive monarchy, Poland, 

e miferable condition of its fubje s, fuRiciently vineed. ',.-"';. 
rigllt to malee law, refred only i1l the legillature cOlJ)fllcat, a 
not in the concurrellCe of any two branches of it. Upon that 
~ principle wa our conftitution built, and on the prefervu ioo 
of it, did its exifrence depend. Were the cafe otherwife, the 
~itution might be eafUy denroyed, becaufe, if the two 
lmutches could a/fume the power to make law, they might, iii 
Chat law, change the genius of the third ellate. . 

The prefent fituatioll of affairs had, he fai4, been -compared to . 
tile ReYoiution, but, in faa, it was' nG ways fimilar. The 
Throne had then' beeu declared vacant, and the reft of the con
tilution remained j ' now the Throne was ' d<:lllared ful4 but its 
authorIty was {ufpended. At the period of the Revolution, the 
Convention tllat was then atrembled, oonfcious .thit they could ndt 
make any change in the genius of tht mon;m:hy, until th~y 
bad a head, firft reflooted the third eftate, and tben defined Its 
power. Whereas the Commi~e were called on to proceed In a 
different way, full: to new-call: the dflice, Mnd then to declue the 
officer. • 

He aflced, what ""'ll: be the fituanon of a Regent elected by that 
Houfe I He muft be pagtant, a puppt/, a creature of their own, 
jille'p.llatrt corpus, :Ul imult and a mockery j an infule on every 
maxim of govcrnmel!t! He define the nature and cbaraaer of. 
the three elbt s. The conftitution t only fuppofed'C3ch of its 
three branche to be independent of other two, but illually 
hoUilc j and jf that principle was once gl en up; there wa~ an cnli 
to out political freedom. ' 

Suppofe that the Crown, and Houfeor Lords, could make laws 
without th oncurrence of dle Houfe of eommons, or tYle Crown 
and the COlnOlon" independent of the Lords, or the two Houfes 
of Parliament without the Crown. fn either' e, the conftitu
tion 'f1 . gOI\e. The fafery of tbe whole depe ed on tbe jea!.. 
Iou(y of «:ach of the orher; not on the pacriotifm-ot:'ll'ny one . , 
branch of the le~;nalure, but rather on the feparate interellos of 
IDe three, oI\Corring through different vi to one general 
tlOOCi-me benefit f the community. ThIs jealoufy was ren: 
_ble, was ell-founded j it wa fOlltlRd on a knowledge til 
tbe human mind, whi It w prone to the extenlion of its owlt 
p<I'INr, and to thedepreffibn d a rival. All th~f( I,'rinciples ana 
anan cO\ent> would be dcftroyW by the profeot pt<'jeA, which 

would 
• 
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II radicallyaber ~ gOfttDUItII~ &D~ of ~ 

4u he conllitutiOll • 
• 

• 'H "plained tbe particular- pOwer! of the Crown to deW 
it lIg3luft any encroachment on til • part of the Comm~ . CK. 
t Ii~ any fll\.'ti~n ill ~c Houfe of L fnls. In tbe one c:afe, ", a : .... IliJJ" utlQn, the K.Ag might repel tne 1 ttempt on his p= g.m-e 

, by an increlf. of the Peerage, he might quell the other. H. 
: ugued <> on the power of g ing e~ther an ajj;nt or diffill/ Croaf 
-any bill, a power which operated qUlilly againfr the fillgle clWga 

of one, or. tbe eoufederate union of both Houfes, to trlARb on 
the coniiitutional rights of t~e Crown, and pointed OIlt .. dif4 
advantage of fubjeCting the Sovereil~n to fuch difficultitlSj u it 
wo.llld be liable to enCOw;ttCf, wer~ t"e power of dilTolution, en
cr~afc of Peerage, and TIght of gIVing the alrent or dilfellt to 
bills taken away ~ . ' 

If there was to be a Monarch, he concluded, that the Monar, 
cbical Powee ought to be entire, d.:claring, that the name and 
rank of a King, witbout the po[elfLOnl of regal powers, was a be
ing tbat did not come within tbe re~ch of his conception. Alt 
the metapbylical [uppofitions of tbe law, wbich mentioned the 
Crown with fo much fanCtily and r.G~rve, were certainly not in. 
tended to guard an empty name, 'but an e[ential fubftance. 
They were ready to allow, tbere were many political c.pacities 
in 'the King; bllt then, h could nllt exudfe them. It furely 
was a great advaptag that be was pc.Jrelfed with faculties be wa 
not to exert" with energ' that he WJIS not to put in motion. It 
it appeared to the Houfe, that the Royal Prerogative ought to be 
circumCcribcd, let them invefr a proper perCon with it, and then 
openly and manfully contend for the drcumfcription or diminu
tion of its powers; but, t aim at an, adverfary incapable r:L re
fiftance, was neither br e nor noble. In the way in which the, 
propofed to treat it,) auld frand a defencelefs butt, expoCcd to 
the Ilroke of every weapon that mighl: be levelled againfr ,t. All 
bereditary monarcby was juily looJcctd upon as the happieft Il10-
Ilarchictl inftitution. • We gloried In the circumllance of our 
government being free l we a1Io thOUl~ht ounelves fortunate, tb~t 
W fucce/lion of,.the Crown was b,r.dJftary, and not ,Ietliw. 

, He pointed out the danger of maliting the Regency elective, 
aJfJ-.tf ~ two Houfes fetting afide IFhe Hereditary Right to it, 

, infifting that the po"on of the q'own, and of the executive 
allthority, mull, in the nature of tbinl~S, be govern~ by die ra
priociples. In order to iIlufrrate thi • he put the ,cafe of I: ~ 
lander atking an Englilhman wbe~"r the monarchy of 
Britain was btrttiitary or ,k!litl, I' ,~y 1IIan, famil"Jaf widI .. 
theory of the conllitution, would ~raJ.ly CIIinko _ the read, 
a:nfwer would bt, that it was heftdi lIlY- Sut if' the daari .. 0( 

t day preYailecl. the anfwer muft .. [ ~ tlllJl.~" 
I . Mtljtft1 .. 

-
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Mbjtjl/S pbyjICit/t". When the King of England is in ft:lod' 
health, tbe monarchy is htreditary; but when be is ill, arCin..4 
capable of exe(ciIing the Sovereilm·Authority, it is .'.l/ive. • 

Tbe a/fertion, that the Britilb monarchy was tl.l/iw, $, 

bowever, fo palpably hoftile to the principles of the conlHtu " 
that it would not be tolerated for a moment.-How then was h 
difficulty to be furmounted I-A fubrl~ and politic lawyer mig . ' 
be «mnd, who would plauIibly ad' ance, that though iJ;- mult be : 
allowed, that tbe monarchy was htrtdilhry, the Execufive Power-
mipttlc ,ltEliv,. Thus the Crown and its funClions '!light be 
... ~ :IIi if they were in their .nature diftintl, whereas, dIe 
oqe"WM die {fence, "'ltd the other the name. 

He pu"'ed his argument in an hypothetical di:llogue between 
the Englilhman and the Pole, with the occaGonal aid of the po
litic lawyer; to reconcile cdntradiClions, an explain apparent 
jOmpollibilitie , very forcibly holding up to ridIcule the argumen~ 
of the gentlcmen of the long robe, tnat the political, as well as tIa 
nstW'al capacity of the King, remained whole and entire, although 
e was declared incapable of xCfciling bis leg funCtions. 
If tIle rown wa to have new funCtions, wh'y chere lbould be 

a King, was lIeyond his ima~inatioll to difeover. The legal me
taphyb s which dillin$uilhoo between the Crown and its func
t , were to him umntelligible; tbey ihould be Sth"Dlmw, and 
Dot Statt[mm, fitter for colleges of ~ifputation, than a Britilb 
Houfe of Commons, if aqueftioo thauo de,ply involved the CJ<

iil-cnce of th. conftitution, were to be hus aifcuaed. He alked, 
wher was that famous ditJum to be found, that declared lb. 
Crown to be guarded by fuch • naity, 'lId left its powers at the 
mercy of cvery :Ufai1ant. 

After expoiing what he termed th furdity of legal metaphy-
uc., and eal1ing upon the Uownfmen ,., lbew him the diElu/(I 
that fupported the oppofia: aflcnion, viz, ,t"t."~t thl Prilflt if WillS 
hoJ"" fllDrt Right t" t".raft t/,. S.vtrnglf .1'z.thDrity during his MP
j!fty'J il/cupacity, thp" ony 11th". hu/iviihtal/uijttJ." 

Mr. Fox proee d d,to notice that part<>of the argument ad. 
vanced again It him, that he had deferted the caufe which he bad, 
heretofore, \>=l fuppofed to claim tbe peculiar 'Qerit of Jlanding 
forth, on aU ace-afions, to defend; the privileges of the Houfe of 
Common agaiuft Lhe encroachments of the prerogativ:,.4f rile 
~oWSl. He faid, his own reliflance of the laLter, when it had 
,been dlought.. elK'r"-aling unconfri[utiollally, were well knoWn I 
n:=u~ of the Crown h2d been more than once checl<ed iQ. 
.. Boule .nd~ he really \Ielieved, to the adv.antage of the 
'p ... JII.illte, CT tile executive authority was urged beyooc\ 
... ~o e.., it ougbt to be reJifted, and he carried h.i£ 
i ~ on tlUlil ~ far, tbatlle had not {cruple<! to declare, that 
u.e fuppli5 ~ to ~ flopped., if abc royal alfent were reM Ii 
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~ftitutional curtailment of any obnoxious and dqel'Olll 

og .~e. Moderate m",!> ~e W;IS aware, thought thi a vi&.. 
. nne; but he h.d uniformly maintained it, and the public 
ved advantage (rom its having been carried into etrea. 

lCe~ t~ alk, however, if tllis were an occafion for e '''reiling 
",':.",.n(htut.on~1 power of relifting the prerogative, or inB"ence 

the Crown' III that H(lUfe? .ae had ever made it his plide to • 
combat wi !;..the Crown in tbe plenitude of its power, and the f"l. 
Jlefs of its authority; he willied not to trample. on its rights, while 
it lay extended at their feet, deptived of its (unctions, ~nd inca. 
pable of relifiance, Let the Ri4ht Hon. Gentleman pride himCelf 
on a victory obtained againfi a defencelefs foe, let him boaR of a 
triumph where no battle had been fought, where no glory could be 
obtained! Let him take advantage of the calamities of human na
ture, let him, like an lfnfeeling lord of the manor, riot in tneticnes 
to be acquired by plundering fhipwrecks, by rigoroufly a(f~rtillg a 
right t6 the waifs, eRraY$, deodands, and aU the accumulated pro. 
tluce of the various a:'lidents that misfortupe could throw into hi • 

. power. L et it npt tf;' my bo.a, (exclaimed the orator) to have 
gained fuch viCl:ories; 'obtained fuch triumphs, or advantaged my-
(elf of wealth fo acquired. . 

After putting this, with peculiar force and animation, Mr. Fo~ 
recurred to the main argument, ,and declared, that aU the labour 
of the Committee, appointed to fearch for precedents, had bee(l 
ftui'tlefs, for that not e of the precedents applied. If they 
tended to prove any thing, itwas to eftabli!b. the P,jnce's Right . 
fince, in all of them, the nearelt relative to the Crown, if i.1 the 
king~om, had been appoi nted the Regent; efpecially a Prince of 
Wale's. In the reign' of Ed • d the rhird, his fon, commonl1 
talled the Black Prince, , declared Regent, at only thirteen 
years of age, during the i alion of France, by hi fatller; and 
afterwards, durin fence of Edward and the Prioce, his 
brother, Lionel, uke of Clarence, wa appointed. 'rhe Re-
}!encies, ill the reign of kIenry the Sixth, pellved the right of the 
Prince of Wales the more full')/, becaufe, in that reign, tbe right 
j:>f tbe Prince of Wales was recognized (a!thou h he was not ~ 
year old) in the , .... Jfy patent that appointed the Dulce of York 
Prot~Cl:or • 

. . Mt. Ox took notice of the temark made by all Hon. Gentle.. 
man In his fpeccl! (Mr. Ball:ard) that the Right H~, G qtk-man 
bppo!ite to him, fiood highe in the opinion of cbc pulJIic: at ~ 
fent, than he did. He {aid, before any Gentleman ta lipan 
jlimfdf to advance (ueh 311 opinion, he ough h) be liaR be 
'Tight in hi~ alfett;on. He had e.,ery rc~f"J\ h) W:1iM dID Qon. 
'Gcntlema)t was mifraken in wllat h~ liIid, bs¥ilJ& lillie" bad In 
opportunity of meeting his confiiwents, aDd b~Y.iIIf _ iftCi 
'he moft unequivocal IIId Battering prooIi of !lieU' lindneli and 
. l .2 • confidence. 
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confidence. fie agreed, however, moft cordially with th 
Gt:ndeman in every obfervation that he bad made of the 
effeCt. of the preCen! morion, if p!:l'f,fted in, with regard 
JaIld, ana the creation of a diflercnce between the two H"'ai~~ 
PorTIamen!. With refpee\, to-Ireland, he raid, if the two 
of the Britilh l"arliamcnt, named the Prince of Wales as Re!b~ 
of Rib"''' moll probably the Parflament or Ireland wo"ld do thi; 
lame-if th~ ("peculated, the Parliamenf of IrelanCi would 31fo 
(prcubte. Decide wirely, aoJ their decil'lon would ~e beld an 
example. Set the qucllion of ria/lt aIIoat, and it was impoffible 
to lay to what cxt~nt it might be carried. . 

He once 1 re quefrioneo the neceffityfor the profotlt proceed
in~, ?lid uq;ed the rallacy of pretending, that tbe opinion hr, .: 
pnvate member of that Houre bad deliverGd) and t1ie opinion a 
Doble and Ie rn~-d friend of his had delivered elfewbere, maBe it 
nc"Cclfary. He reprobated the indecency of felecting tile' argu
.nents of his Iloble :rod learned friend, and falCely applyIng tho'm, 
In rrly ror the PUI pofe of placing them i4 a ridiculous point of 
view. The Right Hon. Gentleman muft ~ave I<nown, that the 
arguments of his noble-and learned fiiend were .. rgumen s, mpely 
advallced to prove, that tile Prince of Wales, as Prince of Wales 
and Heir Appareut, had RightS peculiar and dilli"a frorii t1jpfe 
of ordin1ry lubjects, and not with.a view to proVe liis RigJlt to 
exCI'cj,e the Sovereign Authority. T'Qe maImer, therefore, in 
wbich the Right Hon. Gentleman had anCwereJ dio(e arguments, 
betrayed ~ Ilarrownefs of mind, that he had nO imagined tne 
Rigbt HOIl. Gentleman would have condefc.nded to have .c
Juwwlcdged_ ffiving difmitred tbis part of the fu~ject, Mr. 
Fox d(·r.red to know the ufe of b!;llging forwaru a ~em61l of 
Right, when the expediency of COil ruting the Prince of W:lles 
lle&cllt, W3S, on all h.~nd , agreed to. '-- • 

He chargcJ the hAOcellor of the E heque1-,;nth. determi
ption ro I '¥.il1ate, without the (lQ,ver to do fo elFeCtually; whi h 

ul<\ :ilter III geniUs of the third eft:le, witliout an'" dime al
kdc;cd ar~infi either th Sovereign, d'eclarea, for the profellt, 
inc'pable to exercife the Royal Authority, li!r the intended Re-

Ht jf they could make whom ~cy pleafed Regent, 
could the Regent for a day, a month,~' ' year;. 

curllln iuto a Republk, as had been tbe cafe with 
Right Hon: Gentleman denied, t1'iat the 

had any more Right than he ba<f, it would be a 
I • ....;.· ..... think of any odler Regcllt; and all tills for a 

over blm, and to il\fult a Prince, whofe 
:~Ihl"tioulo IN hlJll "./ tiI/irwd. Mr. Fox d~ 

r :ady to a41iiit. that rhe Right HOIl. Gende-
tWimt(r'kI,ion bad bceii, in (<line • !b, entitled to praire; 

t1¥lOliy wb:i&' ira'c pariS al mOlfdercrved com-
II1cndation, 
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and as wilJinc> to give them his applaufe as '''7 I1IolIl 
Wh~t /Ie alluded til, were ~e meafures adQllUd t9 

L:~:r~h;~: (rom its connexi \ with }<'r.nce. The whot. CftII!o 
.... ~ that tranCaClion, as well as its ilrue, was wife :II¥! \'i-

gOll'CY~ laudable and clfcl!1ualj and he was happ); to uke that 
, ty of deliverin~ his fentimentS upon it. Of ()tOI'. 1Ut:a-

the preCent adllllnirhation, he ceruinly entertained a very 
Iferent &pinicin. The Right on. Gentleman appear d to nave ' 

Il~en Co long in tbe pollelJion of power, that he ould npt en
dure to p,art with it; be had experieJ\ctd the full IavOut of the 
Crown, an4 had the adv'(lta.p of exerting aU its prerogative.; 
and ~nding the operation ot the whole, lIOt too much f, r the 
{uccefsful carryinj1; on of the government, he had del rmined t. 
cripple hisJucceOors, and deprive them of tbe (.\TIle advnntages 
that be bad enjoyed, ·and tbus circumfcribe their power to Cerve 
their country, as if he dreaded that they would {bade his fame. 
L,et the ,Right Hon. G entleman for a mOl)lent CUI'pole, tbat t~c 
i)ufincfs of detachi~Holland from France, or any contingency 
of equal importane remained to be exe uted ; he mull know, 

. there would be no wer in the country' to feize the Mval)tage, 
if the Right Hon. Gentleman's principles were rilihe. 

Mr • Fox forcibly called upon ev~.,.y hondl member of that 
Htlufe, not to vote without perfeClly underftaoding what tile 
q\1,ellion went to, a~ well a._the other refolutions. With regard 
to the Right Hon, Ge tieman's motives, he .knew not what t~y 
were, bvt if \her~ ,was aft ambitiou man in that HouC., wJ", de
f,gned to orive the empire into confuCion, his conou he con
ceived, would ha~e been exaCtly that, which the Ri~ht HQIl. Gell
tleman.had purCued. 

Mr. Fox ~ id, he conCide" d the reColutioDs moved, as infidi
ollily calc,ulated to convc a cenfure on the opimon that h, hid 
delivered; wbile ~ cd a an in(hum~ Qf evafion of an af
fertion, highly revolti to the public mind, ~de by the Chan
cellor of tbe ~xchcq r. This he repeated as a pitifu1lbift, w. 
tally irrct ollcileable wtth Ihe conod nee which the Right Ifon. 

,G entlClllaJl placed in the expecbtion of a majority. I" majori
tie, h Qi:clared, .ftC had no great truG. For mor<: than ci,llteen 
years of his political life, had he been obliged 10 lh:m the lorr~Rt 
ot.pv;'~tiGal power, and 19metimes he had enjoyed tbe Cl.t j,fl\tUon 
of1indilll himfdf ill a majority of the fam Parljament, (If whi~ 
in the proCecutioll of the f.,me principles, and the c1fclarlllioR. (Ii 
the a'1le defign<, )Ie h d only been {upported a l1\iII@rity be. 
fore. W~elher he w~~, \berefor ill a or 

• wa the {aQle t~wg 10 him. He would tiel'" 
vallt.ge of the one to carry any meafure, 
'lInOthef ; any more, th II to abandon or R~:=~=~l 
IIU:·S~?, bc\:allfe be tho~,~ lie 1bou1.d iJr • 

. I J 
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At the fIme m., be gloried IS moe in the attachmen f hi~ 
friend" who honoured him with the) fupport, as the Ri t ~n. 
Gentleman, or any other perfon' coJll do. f(' ,/ 

n. Ch411t,lJor .r th, Exthelfll,r l ore, and in repIY .L2 /Mr. 
Fox's fpeccb, {aid, "rhat the Right H~IO. Gentleman had illo ht 
proper, particularly in the latter part of his fpeech, to' . 
(rom the queftion before the e oufe, the queftion of R.ight; iit 
order to enter into tbe queftion of E'lfptdiency: ~tlII that, not (0 
much for the purpofe of difculling that expedi<iney, as to take 
en opportunity of introd4cing an attack, of a perConal· nature, Oil 

trim. The Houfe would recolle ,whether the manner in which 
he (Mr. Pitt) had opened the debate, either provoked or juftified 
this animality. The att~ck which the Right Hon. Gentleman 
bad jull: now made, he d elared, to be unflund,d, orr.gonl, and 
,r,{uniptUQ",. The Right Hon. Gcntlemlll1 had charged him as 
lIC£i~g from a .miCch~ev.ous fpirit ~f ambitiol1, unable 10. bear 
the Idea of parung With power, whIch ~e hadJ fo IOl)g retallJed ; 
al1d not expeCling the favour of the Prin which be was con-
{ciOIl~ h~ bad not deferved, s therefore (pored to obftruCl th • . _ 
credit of thofe who were to be his fwcceffi Whether to him 
belonged that charaCter.of mifehi ~,u ambition, which would 
facrifice the principles of the COllfiitution to a defire of po,\,er, 
be mull; leave to the Houfe and the Cbulltry to' determine. They 
would alfo judge, whether, iri the hole of his conduCl, durin~ 
thi unfortunate crifis, :Illy confiderati,onowhich afl'etled his own 
perfonal lituation, or any management, for the Cake of pre(erv~ 
jng power, appeared to have had the ,~hief /hare ill deciding the 
lDeafure he bad p opofed. 

A, to his beillg confdous lba~ he did not tk/mlt the favour of 
the Prince, he could only fay, tha ,e knew but one way, ill 
which he, r any man, could deferve < by h~ving uniformly en
dellvoured, in. a pllb\ir; fitualion, to do III t>~ tne King his fa
ther, ~nd to the Country at large. Th if, in having thus en, 
duvoured to defeI'Ve the confid~n<:': (! ·the Prince,';t /hould, 
in ha, appear rhat he had Ion it; how~ver painful and 
IIlOrtifying that cir(;umfiance mib>ht be to him, and from what
ever qufe it might proceed, be mi~l~t indee'lt·regret it; but he; 
would boldly fay, th;Jt it was impofliblle he Ihould repent it, A, 
Rtgcnt with temporary powers, he C1/Dtended, Ilood in need 9f 
f:very cOllllitutional adv ice, that the wifdol1\ of the Legi/1atllrc 
1hould think expedient to adminiller, 

Mr. Pitt then proceeded ~o remar~1 on the Right Hon. Gen. 
dcm~ having aIIJIounced himfelf 3nd his friends to be th~ fuc~ 
1ltIY_ of die preferlt AdmiJlifiratiQ~I . He did lIot know on 
what allthority Ibe Right lion, G en ~e:nan made this decl3ra~ 
f;GII' b.X he thoIlS"t, With • view ~ thoCe que(l iolls of cl<pe
~ whidl ~ Ripe HOII. G . I Iud introduced, bod! 

Vl 
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ollle and ' the Country were indebted to him, fOr tha • 

• nl' e warning of what ther would' bave to ~pect. Theo 
. ~ad a!re~dy had experience of that Right HOIl. Gtntlc!itan 

a !.)is pronclples, ,It, was not ~orgot, th,~t in a latc 'lIIhidOlft 
° tf.crtl.on of thofe prmclplcs. he aImed at dlcuting to theouecu.
I!"fJVe officers of the Crown, and attempted to wrell from their 
~ . authoritf, thofe guards, which.that branch of th Legifiature hac! 
. wi Hdy pro ' d~d, Wi~hout n;eaning to , ufe terms of reproach, 

or to chter nto any Imput'~tlon as to hI motive., it could not 
be deni.d, that they bad openly and proteJrcdJy .lied on the 
gr,ound of av~i1,ing themfdve of the firength of a party, to IU

mmoil the Muufrer of the Crown. That they maintained it as 
a fundamental principle, that a Mininer ougbt, at 1llimes, fo 
to be nominated, He would, therefore, (peak plainly, [f per_ 
fons who pro felled othefe principles were, in reality, likely to be 
thl odviJtrl of thl PrinCt, in the exercife f thofe powe" , which 
were necefiary to be ,given durIng the p eCcnt unfortunate inter
val; it was the fir ell-additional real' n, if any were wanting, 
for being careful t confider, what the extent of tboCe powers 
ought to be, 'r it was impoffible not to fuppofe, that, by 
Cuch advjfers, thoCe powers would be perverted to a !'urpofc, 
which, indeed, it wa impoffiblc to imagine, that the Prince of 
Wales could, if he wa aware of it, ev~r endure for a mOlllent ; 
but to which, by artifice d miCrepreCent:Uion, he would unin. 
tentionally be made a ceJrary, for the purpofe of creating 3 per
manent weight nnd inJluence in tbe hand of a party, whi~ 
would be dangerous to the jufi Rights of the Crown, when die 
moment lliould arrive (fo much willied, and perhlps fo fool\ to 

, be expelied) of his M.jefry b.i ng able to reClIlne the eKerci of 
his own authority, 'f nocicr, ther fore, which the Hon. 
Gentleman, in tV triu h, had cOlldefccml d to give the Houf., 
furnilbed the . liltable rcaCon for th m, deliberately to 
confider; Iclt in pr 'ding the means for carrying on tbe aclmi. 
ni!tration, during a rt and temporary interval, they might f:
crifice rL. permanent interelt of the country, in future; by laying 
the foundation of fueh meafure., as might for ever, afterward., 
.during the contifJuanc-e of his Majelty's 'reign, obllru the juft 
au.d falutary exercife of the conJbtutional powers 0 Govefo
ment, ill the hands of its rightful poRellar, the Sovereign, whon> 

, they aU revered amllovad. 
The ChancellQr of the Exchequer then proceeded to Itat , 

what appeared to be the refult of the deb'lte. The noble Lord 
in the blue ribband\ be {aid, ,$ mofi gentlemen, who had {poun 
on that tide (jf the Houfc, had argued, not againft the;. truth of 
the Refolutions, but the propriety of coming to them, and had 
w.ved any difpulC 011 the Qydlion of Ri~ht. The Ri~ht Hon. 
Gentkm~n, tIlough he afft.:ted 3110 tD ob,IC tD the propn.:ty of 

J + comin 
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-mag 'to this Ilefelat.ioh, bad d~l his wh. argum~ 
far as it went) to combat the truth of the propolition, 
maintain his fermer aliCrticm, as to tIi'e fXilHng Right 
Prince of Wales. That this line of argument, fuppor y ' 
fuch authority, was ilfdf an aofwer to tbole, who doubte te o 
fl.opriety of any Refolution. With re!rard to the particulars . . 
~r. Fox', argument, he obferved. on ~lle manner iJ;l which he • ' 
(Mr. Fos) fllppofed bim to haye declined mainlaiujng bis for- . 
mer alI'ertion, "That the Prince of \V' ales had nj) more Right 
CID she Regency, than any Other fubje& lin the country .... .and had 
...... that he .did fo, from beli ing, that 1I0t twenty perfoJl~ ....,d join in fupporting the propohtuon. The: Chancellor qf 
.. ExcbCCjuer faid, that he did oot retniCl one word f that 
alfertion. . , 

Gentlemen might quarrel with the I'haJe, if they thougbt 
proper. , and might mifreprefent it, as th,. Right Hon. Gentleman 
~ done, in order to cover the argume:nt u(ed by a noble Lord 
ill another pbee. But he was in Ihe lecoll~ion of the Houfe • 
.moth«, when he firfr tifed the cxpr~Oion. e had not guarded _ 
it, as meaning to {peale. jlril1/y if a "'aim RIght. not of any 
.reafons of preference on the grounds of, difcretion ·or expediency. 
He was alfo in their recQ\leCtion. wlmtber the Rigbt, he fpoke 
d. was any other than the fPecijic )Ug,~t in flld/ion, namely, the 
-Right i. ""rcift the Royal Jfuih.r;ty I d"r the prtfont c;rc"''!J1aTU:tJ • 
. He had maintained, that the Prince Inrd dO fuch Right. If the 
Prince jlad lIot tbe Right at all, hc could not be faid to have ally
-more Rigbt than any other fubjcS: in Ithe country. Buf "'!Is Jt 
"If anfwer to the affi:rtion, that, os Pr;lI".f Waill. h. IiPd 1ZD 

RIght i. tb. Rrglncy I to fay that he had other rib-ltts different 
from tbe refr of the King' s fubjc ., but which bad IIlltbing to 
do with the Regency 1 Yet all tbe Eights,of t\l~ Prince of 
Wales, whi h had been mentioned by '. Lord alluded to. _1'1: of this dc:fcriplion. It would h<! j as reafo}lable, if ·the 
~Ilion were. whet er any perf on h,\~ !,a \right to a particul.r 
eIIate in Kent or S~rry I to ar<tAl, 'l ,he h •• for he has 
wcb and filch 311 ell ... te in Yor . re and in COtuWllU. With 
~=~~th~.e queft:ion, II r twenlty p r(o · s did or did not 

' 1 'de.uial of e Right of the Prince of Wale he 
the whole on that ilfue, t~ t if the Prince of Wales 

Right, the Refolution, hc:.bad moved, could not be 
true; aI1II ba conlilkred v ry perCon" who ditfer d foom his af. 
ferdon on m.t fubjed, as bound to va,t agaiof! the prdent mo. 
. . 6 then aDICr¥ed, that Mr. F,~". in1iifcu1li~ the ~ef
.., ot.&igllt, bad 1°12 on to oblClf"c, that me Rigbt of the 

HOII1c:S, and till: ~ RiUt of the Pril'ce of W:aks. were to be 
• as t~a ~bIl. and~~t.the aoly qlltllion was, 

"" ....... rws pr 101 
::-. Til, 
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Chancellor of tbe Exchequer .obl-~ m. h~ • 

p~~y ready to meet the qu~ion 011 this ilfuc, if it .... 
<rue om; for that th!o Iti&ht of the tw~ Houres was Ce • fi IlI#t~d by precedent and ufage jn everv funilar cafe, by I). 

, <Jt'cfaratlons of P rliament, al\d by pofitive authority of •• , 
Aut tl)e R ight of the Prince of Wales WlS not even attlol11pteu 10 
'. he (upJll:.lrt~d on allY of thoCe. ground but on prclendtd le~fo", 
~ <of e'lpCdi cy, founded on imaginary and extravagmt caf($. 

Thill, howe er, in fact, this w" not the f.ir itTue of the algu
::mell!', '"I:.he' Right of the Prince of Wales wa.~ JlO! 'to be con
:fi.d.ered as a rivlll Ri!,;ht, to b~ argued on d,e fame grounds a the 
,other, It was a RIght which coulp not cxilt, ,mlcIs it WI\ CII-

able of being lltPrej,1j :md pojil;wly proved; whereas the Ri~ht 
.of Parliarnejlt was that whicJ1,had exifted o( <qllrfi.., unleC! (O\l)e 
!other Right could be proved to exclude it. It was that, 1'l't)ic~ 
,on the principle of thi s free Confiitutioo, mult alwAYs exift, in 
-Lvery caCe, where 00 politive pru.vilion hall been made by law, a!1d 
where the neceffit), of the ca~> and . {afety of the country, 
called for the,;r " terpQlition. q'hat the ' abjfl1ct of any oIbcr 
Right was, in i\ , enough to conlHtute the R ig.h.t of the two 
floures; and that the bare admiffiolb, that the Rightof the Prince 
of YV",les was not clearly and cxprec, l.Y proved, was, in fa.!}, an 

, aumiffion of every thing then in debate. 
il1r. Eo" rofe again, t~ deny tbat h.e had i'!finulItrd that be 

'Was to have", /hare oin tho .new government. As tbc.r:e weIfI 
appearances of a probable cbange of men "lnd mea(ure , theto 
was, he admitted, a pr,pfb;/ily of his baving a /hare in the e;e
cutive government of ~ country; but be had nev~r taken upoll 
him to affirm it <I a pofitive faa. 'Be might, however, veo
ture an alfertion, that i the Right Hon. Gentleman was oot 
certain of a cha9ge, if e had been air~!ed of the contrary, there 
would have _ ~",itnticn to the power of the Regent. Be 
cautioned the flo)l.fl .gainft a lJlirrQprefentation of the q frion. 
fle laid, that leey w;re going to be lII,rlljped into a .defiji"1 of 
all nijirllEl 1IlIture, which might aiterwards prove da;ogcrous to 
the coofiitution. J n the preCen! flate of the bufineC!, be willwd 

, )IS mucJ1 as pofll'bl.e tp avoid aJl fpecuJative alJulian, as to the 
Qllture and extent of ~bQCe rcftciaiom, which the w;fdom of die 

· Lcg'Oature /hould think proper to adopt; bu," the difcretiop of 
Parliament, he conceived, would not overlook the pe,eBity of 
.Teftr. iuing I Regent from altering the right of fuccdDon to 
the crOWl). 

The Lord A,JfJfCOI, if $~.Ik/llil faid, lbat he did not fee how 
· tbe geo ",I Q.!lefiion of Right could be .... aved, unldf both 

Jloute were r ady to declare, tbat . the PrMlce of Wales 1h0ll14 
• /leA: on!1' be Regeac, but iuve1tH wridI aU ilia .ro,,-J po,,",r. wi .... 

PIlt liIIlit;1tiCll\ <lI' dilliq8iOll; foe if • liraMllion of uy kind .... 
. • till 
• 
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tG be the fubjeCl of debate, it did n«>t (eem pollible to .YJlid.· 
previous di(eullion of the Rigbt •. ~~ to the queflion itf",J,(" 
'hope<! it would be eonfidered, that tHey were not met te>deli _ 
rate upon a fetclement of the kin~~om of England alo. " e 
thought it necelfary to enquire into title eOllfriturion of Engl. • 
and of Scotland, feparately, before the Union, and of G rc.:!t Bro- ! 

• tain lince. He bad beard it very i>onl~dently affirmed, ,hat were :' 
the fuppofed inherent Right of the Hdr Apparent to-exereife the 
royal powers, upon fuch occafions as the prefenr, to/be difallowed, 
the confequence would be a virtual dillrolution of the Union; the 
rule being fixed in Scotland, in 'ravour of fuch hereditary and 
1qal claim of Right; but he would \:lIke the liberty of alfcrting. 
with equal confidence, that the prop'~(ition had no real founda
tion. It was true, that by the law of that country, the right of 
,"'Uote guardialllhip did, in certain c:ircumfbnces, attach upon 
Ibe nearefr male kinfman by the futhelf's fide, aged twenty-five; 
and in the earlier periods of the Scotti19 monarchy, little dif_ 
tinCtion feemed to be made between< the ~tuation of a private 
guardian, and that of the penon who aCled 'F.<>r the kin!?; in his 
nonage, infomueb that fome law authoritiefAf great re/peChbi
lity had la:d it down, that.the powersl of a Regent were merely 
tutoria4 and it bad been determined Iby the Parliament of Scot
land, in the reign of James the Firft, tIlat tile Duke of Albany, 
when Regent, could neither rel1:ore a perlOn forfeited for treafon, 
nor grant lands which had h1lell to the ~own by bal1:ardy. It 
was well known,. that the powers of :a private guard inn were of 
che moft confined nature, as going no. furtber than tbe exigency 
of tbe cafe required, and merely for thie pur~fe of ordinary ma
mgcroent. }jut he thougbt it wrong' to compare that cafe with 
the government of a kingdom, where wers of a very difrerent 
nature were neceffilry to be given. A to theeappointment of a 
)legem, whatever hiS powers might be _'inC bad always 
beeJl made in codond, as in England, u er the (anClioll and 
... bority of the ftaws",f tbe kingdom, eit~e previoufiy given, or 
.rerwards jnlerpofcd, and (ometimcs the not beir of the crown 
bad been chorco, fom.times not; fc~metim"'l! one Regent, at 
otbet times more than one. Many of the kings of Scotland 
ttayinl fallen in battl , and fome by the hands of their fubjeCls, 
when me power of chI: ariftocracy wa ,too great ~ there bad he"'l 
Plore infant [ucedrors, and more r~gctncies in orlnnd, than ;n 
II>Clft other countries; and ,the frate of the ~n~d?m had re
putedly Ihewn, that they did not confider any IIldlVldual wh . -
ever, as 1Iaving a fixed legal right Ito that olliee. When the 
Maid of ~y fucceeded her grand~lther Alexander the Tbird. 
fIX regent were appointed. In tbe inlfaney of James th. Second 
fIi Scotland, dun a releney of r~ ee. In rhat of JamCi the 

• TbiId, a~, fIi Icveo. In that' of Jam s the liixth, the 
. Du~ 



/ [ 1:l3 1 • 
. rlu~ of CIIatelnult, next pref\ll1lptive heir of the crOWD, claiM'. 

ne'.olliee upon that grounp; but his claim was difallowed, ..t. 
~t Earl of Murray was appointed, afterwards others; _ 

.' f om were in thc fUeceffiQn to the crown. It was of more 
, Jconfcquence, however, to confider how that matter had beea 
,;' underltood by the legifiature of Great Brit.in fmce the Union. 
': and fUfely it was impollibll> to read the provifional aCts of 24-

Geo. r.~nd 5 Geo. ill. without eeiog clearly, that no rifht 
of adminillhtion was then fuprOied to attach upon any indivi
dual . . As to the idea of a dvi dmujt, it was tOtally inal'plica. 
ble to fuch a cafe as the pfefent. A perfon was held to be ci
villy dead, when he had loi~ the rights 9f a citizen, as in the cafe 
of attainder; but was it ever thought that an in/aI'l was civi)ly 
dead? It would be a little hard, when he was but j uil: born. 
A n infant could 'hold property, conld acquire, and had every 
civil right entire. A perfon incap3We frOID infirmity to manage 
his own alfairs, was exaelly 'in the lame ftate. He could not 
therefore have a uccelTor while be " .. 5 alive, and in the full 
pollCffion of \lis 'gbts. 1n a word, the Lord Advocate con
tended, that neittl~ the Prince of Wales, nor any other indivi
dual, had a legal right in this cafc to be Regent; though in 
point of fitnefs and propriety, he fuppofed not a man in tbct 
kingdom would think of apy other than his Royal Highne{s. 

Mr. Milnl (th~ rnetnQcr for York) reprobated the conduCt of 
Mr. Fox and his a erents, declaring, that it amounted to an 
abandonment of thofe cohllitutional principles, hitherto the tneme 
of univerCaI admiration, by facrificing tbe right. of the two 
Houfes of Parliament to the cla:ims of an individual. From the 
fort of argument that they had adopted and maintained, on • 
this &reat and truly important occafion, if they did fooll 
come IOtO pow ,as •. le Right Hon. Gentle\Tlan had tll' .. t day 
~iven the Co<" .• :fet to expea; inlltad of a Whig admini(lra
tion, and a mild g • ernment, which it had been their praCtice 
to hold. ou~ as W t tvould be thcir tru charaCter and condu8: 
when in ollice, t cou~tr..Y had eve,ry rcafon to dread the moll; 
arbitrary and opflrellive {yttem of ",ealures that hat ever difgraced 

. minifters, and harralTed the fuVjffi in the worl period of our 
hiftory. 

. The S6lirilqr General rofe. fle laid, no man could vote on 
1:he prefenr quelllon without conJidcring his a,Jlegll/lce to the 
Sovereign. He faid, they werc all agreed that his Royal High
l1e (s /bowd be Regent, but -differed In opinion as to rhe right. 
He corroborated Mr. Pitt's argumel1~ by jl/lirming, Ibat with 
regard to his ROl:Ji Higbnefs '. right, it was no mOTe than that 
of any olh r indi VIdual-that it was a gift of expediency, I'raJlte4 
him by Parliament-lhat as we b.ld at PleCent a King, tltbouP. 

nfor \lrat Iy incapable of exercifin~ tbct rcryal authorit,r,._ 
~ • f~ 
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Prince himfeJf was only a fubject-tqat his Majefiy's iQdj l.-

lion wps of a temporary nature, whl cb perhaps wo"ld Ilot ~l>fI- . ' 
icr preclude him from exercifipg' ~~s authority, than a ,(evtif' 
might preclude his (ucceJfor, abQut \\,hofe right tbey we;:' th !1 
contending. I Here he Will clll/cd I.' order.] The Kin!), h~ 
pcceded to the throne in 1761, is nUll on the thronc in !l1\S ycp.,i 
,1788; therefore a law in any co!'rt: acknowledging h,is fupre
macy, although gentlemen might caUl fucb a mode of r(!afolling 
_ ¥ficaJ, entailed QIl traurgrellors: at prefent, th(effe4s an.d 
JlCJV.Ities of that law. With regard 1:0 wl)at pad been a<!van~od 
~T the Right Hon. Gentleman, thac lme phy/icians ~ad de~lare,:l 

Majefty incapable, he thought the ar~um~nt abfurd, as il' 
die tp of the fau/, we cwnot believe tbe ~'lg'S phy/j~ians. It 
1INI bis opinion, that t~e Prince of 'Wales Ihould be fully jn-
4'OIled wilh every .a,uthori~y requifite: for I1)jlni'ging the public 
IMa/ine{s ",ith energy 2nd e/feel, but recolleaill$ \ltere was ni)l 
• King, he though/: c)m dlc ppwers of a Regent ought to .be 
circulOfcribed. ' 

Sir W. Mofifworlb regrettet), that t1Ge [ubjJe: Ihould have beeJ1 
io !Au-eh enlarged on.-As a friend to 'his ~untry he recp'l\
;II1e,wed (uch meafu~es as Jwould prooduce U)1311itnity. 'If tbere 

s any ri~ht on the.Frt ot the Prince, it had )lever been urged: 
jf the Houle had a TIght, there Wi'S n.) n .. cellity for declaring it, 
.00 if tbey bad no rij:ht, he did 0<11: fee tqat enteriJlg a refolu
.~n on their journai,s, III t4eir prefellt circgmfhnces, ~uld give 
them any. It was eomple,t.ely agail'n the wi/kes if jh, ~qJql (ll
-"lr, Ibdt it jb • .,,,, hi a,ti/l1Jti/ in ,ilh..,' lj~l!jt; therofo~e the 1~[s 
.Icereation that occurred, the m.ore n;g;U-d would be paid to the 
5efuxd fccl ings of the iUufhious perfQoa~es aljuded to. 

Mr .prpi. [olicited the attention qJ me Hpvfe, though 4e 
,..as confeiou he did not merit it. The MiJlil\'e~ had his fuf
Jragc; and for tbe glor)', honour, prolrpe~d fp!el1dQr of tq,e 
temPir.:, be pl'of.fiqJ hi attachment to l~e Rigllt HOJlOu[~bl. 
N.&nanimous Chancellor of the Exohe'll' ; ~.ho, 'a!thQugh Qf 
/#i- be knew btlt /ill "he; aJIUr~d the tfou_ !I1r. Pitt Ijew Qf 
'bUn "p. 

At half pall two in the lJI9rnillg, rhe HouCe lvas in a I,ll'i. 
erfal clamour for the divifion. 

Atlf.imft ~ lJI\ltiacl lArd NO[lh" for the ,hairm@ I.eavii'i~ 
chair, .. The w.unbers lA' r,~, 268 

fllr it - - " .20~ -
A4rjed'Y ' the Milljj~er 6. -, tJEi&inal pr.opgIitions .-uc til c~flial without dh'l-

~oul'l184 to 7bmrfda),. • l 
• 
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• T HE Importance of the ~eftiQn, ~,bich ",a~ the Subje4 

" the preceding D ebate, .and the various Sentiment whO 
II e ertained reCperung tpc Propriety or Im~ropriety of the 
Mo, on of the Chancellor of the Excheq:ter, whIch gave ll. 

', ..... h, af(ords Reafon to (uppofe, that the following Lilt of tile Man • 
. ~ -bers, who voted on each SIde, cannot but be a cevtablc to the 

Reader, 

A CORRtcT LlST OF ~HE SEVERAL ME1I1BERS, WITIf 
THE' PLACES THEY REPRESENT, WHO SUPPOlt'tED 
OR NEGATIVED MR. PITT's MOTION, BY VOTING FOR 
OR AGAINST THE PREVIOUS Q.UESTI0N MOVED 

BY LORD NORTIf. 

LOUtWll, A: DERMAl'! WATSON, in tlte Chair. 

Ac A' N'T Ib, Pr""i'''1 §0tj1i9H., FOR tlx Prrvi'UI !f.!!t)i.", 
• ' AbiNgdon. I 

, ' I E. L. I:oveden, Efq I 
• . ~ Agm."tlifh"'" 

William Drake, Jun. Erq; I 
SI • .tI)ban'l. 

William Grimaon, Efq; . I William Charles Sloper, Efq; 
.tIltJ;.,.o.gb, SNlfo'~. . 

I P. C. Crefjllgney, Erq; 
• Samutl ~aJt, -Erq; 

AWmttgh, rorl/hirt. 
Sir R,ichard Pepper Arden I 
J. Galley Knight, Erq; 

ANM". 
William Fellowes, Erq; I 
Benjamin Lethieullier, E(q; 

• • An·/rft.· -. . 
Nichola. Bayl~, .Colq; I I 

I .Appl,6,). 
Hon. J .• L. Gower . I , 

Arll",'el. 

I Thomas Firzherbert, E£cj; 
• Rkhard Beckford, Erq; 

• .4j/r6.rto". 
ltobert M~clcred., Erq; I 

AJI1~·'Y· 
§ir Thomas Hallirax I William Wrighl{on, Efq I 

Barttjlaplt_ 
William Dcvaynes, Efq; I John Cleveland, Erq; 

B.fb. . 
Lord VifCOllnt Bayham I Abe)- Moyfey, Efq; 

BttJIIWUlr/)'. 

Sir Hugh WiJ .... , Bart. I 
B"'fm'jbirt. \ 

I E:ul of U mr OIfory • 
Hon. 51. AsIa ...... 5<.10110 . , 

• '. 

• 
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, JJtJjhrJ. , ' 
lI.mue! Whitbread. Efq'; - Winiam Calha.n; Efq; . ' 

B""w/,,, 
Marquis of Graham 
Lieutenant-Colonel Man~rs 

c:~ Vaouttart. Efq; 
"cary James Pye. EJ'q; 

5lr James Pcnnyman. B3rt. 

Sl.r Richard Sutton. Bart: 

Matthew Montagu, ECql 
HCIIl. Charles Stuart 

Col. Egerton 
TImothy Cafwall. ECq; 

Sir H. G. Cahhorpe. Bart. 
Major Hobart 

I 
Btraljl.n. 

J Lord Vircount Fielding 
B" ljbirt, ( 

I ' 
B,MVin. 

I Hon, Ceneral Vaugh:m 
Sir Gilbert Elliot. Ban, 

B""crt". 
I 

B..wtilg, • 
I 

Bifo."J Ca/ilt. ' 

I William Clive. Efq; 
Henry Stc.chey. Elq; 

BlrchinlV' ~ • • , 

J 
John Kenrick. ECq; " 

, Sir Roben Clayton. Bart, 

B. "'J'''' 
I Sir "aloma. Morlhead, Bart. 

Thomas Hunt. ECq; 
iJ.rrJughhririgt. ~ 

I ViCcount Palmeefto. 
Boffint)'. 

BJ.... . . , 
I Sir Peter Burrtl. 

Bra'r" -'c., 

Bra",6". .. 

I . 
Brtntrjhi,.,. 

I if Charles Gould 
Bm~ •. 

I Charles Gould, Efq; 
- B rirlgm.rlh. ' 

J. H. Browne. EC,): I Tbomas Whl.tmore. Elql 
Brirlgt'WlI/(r. 

Sir Alexander Hood, K. B. • ! 
a.IIert Thornton, ECq l 

B';~'. / Tbomu Scott, E(q. 
• Charles Stun. Efq,; 

. • Briflol. 
Mallbew BI' ~. Iq; , 1 • 
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, • , BlKliwghllJlljDin, 
H~j;W. W. Grenville • I 
I . BMChwg60lJt, 

~ !dnllln Nugent, ECq; I 
• Calling/ol'l 

19Jm Call, Efq'; I 
• Cabrt. 
Jareph Jekyll, Efq; I 

Ca1flbrUlg'jhirt. 
Philip Yor);:e, E'fq; I 

Cllmb,idgt UIIM;"JiIJ. 
Right Hon. William Pitt I 
Earl of EllnOn 

C_b,idgt, 'l'IJ'WK if 
Francis Dicken., Efq; I 

• Camllfortl.· 

I JaIN" Maopherfon, Efq; 
Sir Samuel Hannay, Bart; 

• 
George Gip~s, Efq; 
'Charfe. Robmfon, 'Efq?-

CaIlJ"bury. I 

I 
Cardiff. ' 

I Str Herbert Mackwo~li, Bart. 
Cardigo"jbi". 

• I Earl of Lilburne 
Carillon. 

. • I Jo~n CampbeU, Efq; 
Cllrliflt. 

• 

j ohn Chrlman, Efq; 

Walter Sneyd, Efq; 
CharI .. Boone, Ef~; • 

Sir R. S. CotlOD, Bart, ! 
Thoma. G':;fvenor, Efi; 
R. W. Bootie. Efq; • 

.. 
George W. Thomas. Efq; 

George F1adyer. Efq; 

Lord Appne)' 
lVclwd Maller, Efq; 

I Rowland Slephenfo!!, Efq; 
Catrmar1hm. 

I John G. Phillip" Efq I 
CaJll ... Riflng. 

I 
Cbtjbir,. 

I John Crewe. Efq ; 
• Ch-jltr; • • 

I 
Cbrijlch#r<h. 

L 
ir John Fredericl:, ~ 

Hans Slo:uu;. Efq; 
Chic :/hr. 

I 
Chipji"fbom• 

I amea D~wkin •• Efq; 
C if't1lc1/n'. 

c'ilL. 
I 'l'honJ Lifter. Efq; 
J oho I;.ce, Efq; • 

• , 
' --~-

• 
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AaKitf If, P~'r>WIu Q.wjliM. I FGR ",. PIl."'" ~.!i1i4 
C Irk"""" I b. 

ToilII Bond, jun. Etql 
Henry BanI< ,Efq; 

Sir William Lemon, Bart. 

Sir Sampjbo Gideon, Bart. 
John Wilmot, Efq; . . 

Robert Nicholas, Ef'll 

:Rlcbard Hopkins, Ee'l; 

John RoUe, Efql 

Francis John Browne. Efq; 

1to'bctt PreIWn, Efq; 

.lI.obert Shaf~, t(" 

I J: Clarke SUn!tthwaite. E qJ I' 
Humphrey tenhoufe. Eilfi " 

Colcbll"· \ 
I Sir Robert Smyth, llart. 

Coif CaJ!lt. 

I ' 
. C"."".vaM 

. I Sir Wm. Molefwoith, natt. 
ClFtJtnl'7' 

crirLd't, 
I Jolm Wnlk~r Mmo.ge. Efql 

c-"uln~'. 

I Sir Hcnry Fletcher, Batt. 
William Lowther, Efq; 

Darlllt#"lb. . 
I .. 

DtnhiZ·}hlrt. ~ • 
I Sir Watkin W. Wynn, Dart. 

Dttthi£!>. 
I Richard Myddleton, Efql 

Dl'T"-rjh~ ·t. . 

I Lord George Cavendlth 
Edward"M. Mundo, Efql 

Dn!.y. 

I Lord G. A. H. Cueildifh 
Ed"":lrd Coke, Efq; 

D"","}hirt. 
I john Pol. Baftard, Efq; 

D'rjtl/hire. I • 
D.rth!IM. 

I Hon. G &rge Damu 
. Willi.ln wer, Efq; 
D(I<itr. 

I . 
. DtNJIilUI • 

, 
I Hon. W. S. Conway 

Drrltwkb • . ~ I Hen!. Andrew Foley 
Edward Wiflnington, E/iJI 

DJU1'Jjkh. 
I Sir G. W. Vanneck, Ilart. 

D14 ha/JI, CrJ1I1ltJ of, . 

lSir Jolin Eden, nart. 

lame Barn., El'q; 
, 

,/ 
Dllr. 'iliff. f 

1 iolin Tempe1l, E(ql 
Wm. Henry LambtOll, E{q; 




