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i '&happenctl that the




o .'*"ig »
of 1.Con b'" iy
prbceed no furi ﬂ:m ibfohw
m occafion wa® there for abftra& p
34: declaratmu of the Parliament, that it was their righ
duty to chufe and nominate the perfon who was to
the executive power ! Was npt this right fuﬁctcndy
their procee to exercife it ? 3
W itheut the third branch of the Legiflature, they hac
they ought therefore immediately to proceed to ﬁll . _-
that unfortunately 1ﬂ'ed and not enter into a difcuffion ¢
and fpeculative q " which tended only to dlﬁ'entfm
chief. 'What good ‘b “arife from deciding the |
Son? Ad 3 vt g Wt ksl o refult. rota e, 3 “"‘“‘
Committee along with him in preventi:
and proceed imme&ﬁy to the bufinefs, the only
them, the filling up the third branch of the chlﬂature. e 37’
Had any claim been preferred? Fad not adeclanuonm
made elfewhere, that t:here never was an intention to a
claim? Where then exifted the danger to the Rights ofm%
ment, when no plea was offered in btrr? Why tben was it to
decided on at a?i rconid not therefore agree to W

Right of the Lords and co:w which the Refolution co

tained, ng; could he think thauﬁc declaran:g ofgr an’
member that Houfe, ient grou vq
Refolution. ﬁ’
How had thofe gréat men thought it their duty to

who fettled the Rcvolution ?—to declare a vacancy, and to
it.—Had not old Maynagd fisid, m'nn'om is vacant, ﬁg
the Law and the C rema:m, itis ourﬁntyto eftore
the rega? Power, and ?ﬁlﬁre
hint had been followed ; they lnd not loft time m
retical queftions, ‘on which fome might a
fan?ng, and fome another ; b& tlle'y had at once,_
Prince O(Tlan A - indte
catin on 1
mill;made, and where ﬁlg; |
and to difference of ¢




unani “ifl them t .
- acceflories. . On the abftiaét - lﬁnd Rgi:hm
‘would be guide k{ one fort of reafoning, others by angther.
Some would hold with one opinion, that the Heir Apparent had'
attached right to the Rzgerq.. others with another opinion,

ons had an equal right; and in that cafe, if they came
lection, their choice mght fall on another great Priace,
' eat Lord, or a gréat Commoner ; but certain’ he was,
it 1f the: thd not decide in favour of the Prince of Wales’s
right, howey they would decide neither accord-
ing ;hw, uﬁ'w:, nor political expedien He e fuppofed,
~ however f;}ue&sou was only mn'oc.‘.uccd tocge over-ruled, and
tha ”‘_hl d!cy agreed on the cﬂ'ennal.l ts, the Right Hon
Gentleman was determined they fho not proceed from the

; to that which ought truly to be the fecgnd, without fome
jon by the way, If there had been any queftion as to
30 ought to be entrufted with the Regency, the Queftion
l’dghl. might have been, with fome plaufibility, brought for-

: Anol:her objection his Lordthip made, was this : the motion,
he.obferved, called upon him to deglare the Rights and Duty of
the Lords Spiritual and Temporal. “What rlght had that Houfe
to interfere vmh the Rights and Duties of%he other Houfe ? The

fecond part of the propoﬁt that which, they were told, was
neceflarily connedted wi firft, coutmned’ (his Lordfhip
% projeit of av y mature, a F:r:& for pafling
‘a Billy a project di violating th-:: fundamental principles of
;thonlbmnpn; and which, for that reafon, he could not agree
to. It was faid, ithe Regent was siot to be inwefted with all the
. Maf the u, but receive it under certain reftric-

ations 3 and in ordier to do this, a projeld was

', _' in the thigl Refolution, for giving the form of the
W rAﬂ'ﬂlttnﬁleh reftriftions ; and by which, he was told,

means were to be devifed, a pretty new device he wuuld take the
liberty of faying [His L was here informed, that the words

» w “ to determine on the means,”) His Lordihip faid, he wifhed
_ ife 3 for that would have been peculiarly applica-

but wheth dny were to determine or devife, if they at-

ed 2 domy act in the prefent circumftances,

d ufurp on ¢ P:mgatrn,. and new model the Con-
Lhe projedl-was to pafs a Bill. To pals a Bill w
ion, and to make a Law, oulJ

¢ powe mimeu&a petition for a mm-

MMdmtbem
Houies,

‘"




\

:

-

. Hono

* Did they mean then to take into their own hs

-doétrines, which he urged might in its e be more calamitous
- than the very calam:ty which was the occafion of their pre

WIRRISG  o g

and {fpended rights of the crown ¢ Would they af
‘vereign authority, abandon all the principles eftab
eand recafl the Conftitution ! While they were unneceffarily
jealous of their own rights, would they thus trample on the
rights of the crown, and witheut either preferring a claim, or *
allerang a right, the exiftence of which the plain uage of
the ?onﬁitution exprefsly denied, arrogate to ves the
regal powers ? o w0
The plain road of proceedihg was eafy and fhort; proceed
direclly to nominate a Regent, and then when the third branch
was reftored, and the Legillature was complete, they would bee
come a Parliament in all its conttitutional forms, and "
they might legally pafs any laws either of limitation, reftri¢tion,
or of any other kind. But to attempt to proceed otherwile; was
to trench on the prerogatives of the crown, while they lay at™
theif mercy, His Lordlhip faid, however refpectable his Right
unb}; Friepd’s opinions were, it was making him of more
importance than he: would with to have annexed to himy to
ground a publick proceeding of that Houfe on any opinion of
his.
His Lordfhip, after recapitulating the heads of his fpeech, res
turned the Committee thanks for their induigcnce, and moved,
“ That the Chairman 80 léave the chair, and report progrefs,’”
declaring, that he made that motion vith a hope, that when the
Committee fat again, they would gfect under the impreffion of
more conftitutional fentiments, with a better regard for the
principles eftablithed at the Revolutiony than they appeared to
be, at prefent, imprefled with.

Mr. Powys feconded the motion of Lord North, and faid, at
fuch 2 moment every Gentleman ought to come forward with
an avowal of his opinion. He ftated, that he wasaverfeto a
declaration pf the rights of that Houfe, when no claim had beem
made, that rcndere§ fuch a declaration neceflary. Mr. Powys
noticed the rafhnefs of afferting, that the Prince of Wales had *

no more right to the Regency than any other individual fuﬁ o

and made feveral obfervations on the r of broaching

e

ings ; declaring, at the fame time, that he did
thing individual or perfonal in the references to fue
but merely to exprefs his opinion; that any &
affertion ofthat‘zn. '

r

did not adopt a line of
preferve the temper and moderation that ¢
proceedings, on fo folemn an ¢
?,jmm& ) hﬂi ld propofe



to fit again wkhimﬁ :
other ltwoii
un, at
ot over all the' that ¢ be i
inion was, on no account to difmgmbers
t)lcrwn, ‘but appoint his Royal H;ghnefs
a) powers, %and that immediately.
m compliance with the fentiment oﬁ'ﬂ[r
ht to avow his opinion in flch a
_ dcclu%d, that he thought the Queftion of
y neceflary to be difcuffed and decided, after
| pﬂ'ed in that Houfe and elfewhere ; it was not merely
pe declaration of an infignificant individual, thrown out on
fpeculation, but it was thrown out in a very diGtatorial and pe-
tory manner, in the Sefate of the nation, byaperfonbe-
to be in the confidence of his Prince, furrounded by others,
, moft confidential friends, not attempted to be contradicted,
' ihed away by any, but even fupported by one (Mr. Shee
ridan until they had confulted their pillows,.and met in con-
_ wention atan appeinted place. The mere effe@ of words was
-afterwards endeavoured to be done away, but the fubftance and
principle remained as much at ifluc as ever it was. A decifion,
either way, Mr. Rolle thought l¢fs likely to inflame, than to
~permit the qucﬂ'lon to float in fufpenfe. He faid, he always
alted the diftates of his confc:em.'e, and delivered his fen-
& fame indifigrence to parties, as his worthy col-
league Ilaﬂ declared he did. \He had no doubt, whatever differ-
- ence there might be in their opiwions as to the means of obtain-
end, thedge& ‘was the fame, the real intereft and hap-

E
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the
{s of their coun country, the prefervation of the Conftitution, and
- the juﬁ: rights ﬂpﬂwleges of the King, she Prince, the two

: had not, he fald, ‘the fame dread of a difpute between the
.. two Houfes of Pasliament, nor withe another kingdom ; fuch
i ry - fears ought mot to make this Houfe fhrink from its
and from its duty. His worthy colleague was pre-
{aidy when he told his conftiruents (in unifon
vhofe fentiments he ever wifhed to aét) that it was mea-
not men which he fhould look to for his public guide ;-
fodong as the Right Honourable Gentleman at the head
appeared to him to be aluated by principles of
5 and of zeal and regard to the intereft of the
utiona ﬂghtl Ofﬂle fubject, he fhould

??

hat! gand
s

hith " le .;* ,. ii; :?&:ﬂﬂ: bﬁgto



menﬁs of the Coun!ry On ﬁn% occafion, he ap-
.peared to be aluated by an a?mus and ardent wifh, to preferve

nghtsoftheCfoﬂm and entire, in a moment of fin-"
2y E calamity and misfortune ; therefore his endeavours d

ave his moft zealous and firm. fupport, Mr, Rolle pm'fem ﬂn '
higheft refpe& for the Prince of Wales, declaring, no'pérfon
withed more fervently for his real intereft and happine(s than he
did ; notwithftanding, he would never allow him the inherent
Right, imdependent of the two Houles ; yet, he was mdym
admit, that a Pringe of Wales, of full age and capacity,
the propereft perfon to be a the Regent, prcmdai e hac
not, by any illegal or unconftitutional ad, forfeited fuch pre
fions. However brilliant might be his virtues, or illuftricus hi
charater, it fhould never fo far dazzle his eyes, as to %
lofe fight of the¢ duty he owed to a lawful and much
Soveren n, and to the people of England. If the Prince fhould
be the Regent, Mr. Rolle faid, he fhodld ever find him firmly at-
tached to hts true interefts, and ever loyal and dutiful to himfelf
and family, When the grant Queftion came, he would endea-
vour to difcharge the reat truft, delegated to him by his Con-
ftituents, to the beft of his udgmcm, faithfully confcien-
tioufly, without fear or pamaLty ptther on the one hand or the
other.

The dttorney General next? rofe, and faid, he hld d m

attention to thc fubject of the prefent dcbate. He had now lift-

ened to the arguments of the neble Lord ¢ North) with all
the refpe&t duc fo his ablht_y and expe , and he muft &y,
that the noble Lord’s acute difcernment to zm _
have failed {o much as on the prefent very

The obj&&s which the®noble Lord was atmoui to a:ran, were
the very objes of the prefent motion=~Expedition and confli- -
tummal certainty. No lofs of time could be incurfed by-deter- -

| _that it was the right and duryg"thwﬂ‘. 2
) { forthepre&ntcxlgency,mmm

well as to vindicate the rights of .:_ hol e " |
.lf‘l'?’deﬁmd, that the diftinction bgv«n ylitic or ic
of the Crown, nnd thentwal nd human ca




-ouncil o Pldﬂnmt, qudhzobfcunty, b%:‘;e:hat,
it was Nlnﬁ&ad is and that manifeftation By the
Great Seal is proved by the . s of Parliament, uniformly to
m In what fhape it was to be pani
felted, in  the: prefent inftance; would be the fubject of future ™
m admmd, with the noble Lord, that to act,
and not to determine abftract queftions, was the duty of the

5 but that it was impoffible to confider the explaining
he principles upon which the ittee acted to the commu-

ty at large, as an abftraét queftion : on the contrary, it was a
, which, for the benefit of that cammunity, they were
to determine, He leave to advert to the fitua-
_tion in which both Houfes of Parliament met, in obedience to
the K.ln ’s Writ of Summons, were then Placed They were
the ﬂnly poflible Counfellors to advife the King’s pofitic capacnty,
as tothe mode in which the exercife of the natural capacity might
be fupplied, in the prefent fituation of affairs. He dwelt for fome
time upon the diftinétion between the natural and politic capa-

the King, which conftituted the difference between an
- l&lﬂk vacancy of the Throne, (which exifted at the Revolu-
gn) and a uemponry fupply of fome of its natural funitions.
then obferved, that the qucftion had been greatly nartowed
by the noble Lord’s propofiny in effe, that the prefent debate
fhould be an cnd to, u e fuppofition, that its continua-
~ tion muft te attended with puhhédlfqmctudc, and that the Heir
Appremblwng tendered wo formal claim, rendered it unnecef-
-M& He adverted, to the perion and the mapner in which that
¢laim had been i ; not by a member *of the Houfe ca-
' it by conjefture, but by a great ftate/man,
ﬁudlonﬁy and upon full confideration, defiring to be
. 0 de At*in limne of the whole procccdlﬁg, on the
oment. of prefenting the Report of the Committee of en-
into the ftate of lhe King's health, He obferved alfo,
ee of ac ion had attended that propofitiony and
fome, warmth, that fo long as any one: :
i ' himfelf to adhere to that pr@aﬁuoﬂ,
* the fenfe of the Houfe upon the

m w mdurandpufa&cnm near!
dif t ’omds.at the+ diftance ot!’i:n’n tw{:
ign of Kin nry VI. founded, as the Parlia-
: "rmzaft;vbdfmmr precedents.
. ot could be expelled, as no occafion




.«creature of Parliament,

Bnli of Pirlianﬁem, which prov of

Yorf was made Regent by King, Lords, and Commons, in the

reign-of Henry V1. a patcynt mgdim&d to be fealed in fa “ -
of the Prince of Wales, whea he fhould come of age, which
demonttrated, as he contended, that, without a patent, the Prince.
of Wales, when of age, could not claim asof right, much lefs
affume, the Regency of this realm. With refpect to difquieting
the minds of the fubjects of Great Britain, he infifted; that
this great queftion having been anx.ionﬂgntnduccd bramﬁ -
Hon. Gentleman, it muft now be fettled for all pofterity. If the
embers of that queftion were fuffered to remain imothering,
might hereafter burft out in a conflagration, very, very d
to extinguith ; but.it had been faid, that the prefent queftion was
entirely new, and he would, for the fake of argument, take it to
be fo: at the {fame time denying that it was fo. If new, this
principle muft be adverted to, which was the foundation ftone of |
the liberties and privileges that Britith fubjeéts enjoy: that als
though the neceffity ofefome government among({t human beings
is as apparent as that of or cloathing, yet that the S
of government muft be derived ffom the community at larges
and that it muft be clearly and diftin&tly thewn, that they have
parted with any fpecific powepklaimed even by the Crown, much-
more by its fubftitute. The e\::imce of this could only be
ulage or written law; and he enged the of hi
cwn profeflion to maintain, whether there one fingle do-
cument, diftum, or {yllable, which maintained the prefentdogs
uine, and whether there did not exift the :loﬁ W ltlihﬁ‘ y
rities to tfle contrary. He then enlarged upon t w
of property, in order to thew, that nothi ‘be de: m;@
analogy to them, whether it confifted or real pro~
perty, of offices, or dignities, which could fupport the argument

. againft the prefent queftion. He then conjured the  Houfe
to flulk fro?n the realand fubftantial mh*ﬁ‘ aeir Ri
under the fhelter of a fort of previous but manfully to
recolleét that they were m themfelves perfonally,
but for the people of Great Britain, and for the fubjects of
the empire, from the higheft to the lowefb, -~ . © e
‘rh Am .' M ! ‘.“"‘,b" “ | ) _" P



given to
of 'thetr rights, civil
ommon law right, was, .

'pokuﬁd language of Parlia ,
when 1t gra: erito Patent to the: Prince of \;frﬁ:‘
th mwhn be fhould tome of age. It feemed as if

his hac ‘done to preclude any claim of, Right for ever, and
M ould profit by that leflon this day.
Wy, Fox then rofe; and prefaced his fpecch, by faying, it was
ofible for him to fit filent, although it had not been his in-
m to bave troubled the Committee with much that day ;
indeedy if he had thought it necefiary, after what the Houfe
before heard from him on the fubje, to enter into any far-
ther juftification of his opinion, which he did" not, he was not,
Mmﬁmﬂ indifpofition, capable of doing that juftice to its
defence, which he was fure it deferved.  Not thmkm it necef-
fary to make fuch a defence, he fhould treat the (@cﬁm only in
~acollateral way, Ind therefore fhould not have occafion to detain
. the Committee very long, nor was there danger of his injuring
that caufe which he had engaged in, ©y any deficiency.of reafon-

-;ufu from his prefent btdﬂttcoﬁhealth Hemuﬁw«
aid, the mﬁdst mode, in which the Right Hon
had moved the ion, had chofen to bri
_"fﬁt d!ﬁuﬁul He had fo great conftitutional g
- an the opinion of anmd:ndnd, mb.re fpe rhaps, from motweo of
4 mﬁlﬂ tml.lnph., idea of any neceflity of coming

1o a determination Afle.r an. ium to this effect, Mr. Fox
.:‘;-"ﬁii, ﬂym wnld imagine, that from the weaknefs of the ar-
adnwdmtbe other fide, thofe who had ufed thofe ar-
‘wifhed toprovoke him to the Right of his Royal
ﬁt!’mpelf Wales to exercife the Sovcrclgn Autho-
: mqltynf the Sovcreign. From the extreme
f their reafoning, from the lan abfurdity of their in- .
ﬁﬁm“thcymd id dovm, and the ir-

pwedents, which they pretended to rel
t that they held out a temptation lz
uﬂ ot withfland it. - He therefore
m it 'mldﬁngm:t,afhewdwp a lirde of
L €xpo ;- and “confuting the extravagant and il-
«whﬂ they had chofen to reft their hopes,

10 qmu:o the Refdmun duch
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* meant to proceed -upon |
fortof WM thyM

{yftem muft that be, the prominent

ful? Was the of&tpnm
s ..,mm'w b
. fo'well underftoed, to be g on precllimadrﬂn

and barbarous a period as the reign of 7*" -
Sixth? And were the Raghts ' Houfe of Cunmm,
its proccedings in one of the moft dlﬁcdeamu,
ever occurred, to be maintwined and vindicated by the ¢
of the Houfe of Lords ;-at a time ‘when that Md :
had the complete domsmon of the executive government, wh
they exercifed with no unfparing hand ; at a time that the Right:
of the Commons Houfe of Parliament were {6 jil'u iy
fo weakly fuftained, that its Speaker was aftually in prifn
commitment of the Houfe of l.ords ; in ﬂi'onupon. nent
in favour of that Duke of Yerk, menfum Admuniftration
had avowed - it ‘to be their intention' to imitate ? Let tﬁw
mittee refle¢t & moment on the period, the infamous m
of which were chofen to be madc the model of the
of this day; that period which led immediately to the wars
tween the Houfes of York and Lancafter, waw
choly @ra, at which all the difimal fcene of anarchy,
eivil warfare, and blpodfhed, that fo long defolated the
and reduced it to a ftate of unparalleled I:gaee anddtﬁnfl,
menced: Were the Committee to fe
fuch times, and to govern their conduct by fuch uﬂ;ﬂ
From a time too,. when thy Houfe of Cmmnmm
the feet of the Houfe of Lords, whcn the third Eftate had loft
all encrgy and vigour, and when all the power lay wholly in the
hands of the Barons. Precedents. duwnﬁun fuch tuni.'l, cotﬁ
not be reforted to with fafety, becaufe there ‘was m
tween the Conflitution then, and the C 1
at the” Revolution, and fince praétifed. -All pncm
from periods preceding tbellevolman, ‘muft be
_ bore no analogy to the prefent cafe ; beqﬁ:.atuoﬁc
before the%vnlutnon. was civil hhcﬂjr‘“dealy q,‘_ ne . _: :
ﬂood,tthtghnofthcdiﬁ'eunt ‘&“* ture
| gcmdew MT?C g.: of M
¢ 1 penods of our ik
enly fhewed the ﬂ
the circumitances themerdnn&-*h ‘reign; t
; mldbefoudcohanbammthe o and th was
an abfolute, tyrant; in others, the Barons p . '
both: King and Commens in the -ﬁ




nfidft ¢ ﬂﬁh}' y of Britain
o the Records i{ rkﬂcn;, he defired to know if they had
found one 'Qf a Prince of Wales, of full age and full capacut},
who had been detied the exercife ¢f the Sovereignty, during
own' apd declared incdpacity of the Sovereign? One of
ecedents the Right Hon, Gentleman had mentioned leaned ra-
her tha "*Iyﬁ he meant the precedent in the reign of Edward
e Third, where the Prince of Wales, though a minor, was
Jared Regent in the abfence of his father. With regard to
what the. Right Hon. Gentleman had flated, of the quarrel be-
| the Cardinal de Beaufort and the Dukc of Gloycefter,
ﬂ&t at all in point to the cafeto which the Right Hon. Gene
had fo mvldlouf:fc plied it? What was that charge ?—
o Ame.dnt Cardinal iﬂtautort had in the reign, and dwing
the life~time of Henry the Fourth, advifcd the Prince ef Wales,
Henry the Fifth) to take upon himfeif the exercife of
the Sovereign Authority. Was there the fnalleft degree of ana-
Yogy between the illnefs of Henry the Fourth, and the known
caufe of the incapacity of our prefent Sovereign? Henry the
Fﬁr& was a.ﬂ'h&ed with a languor, the natural concomitant of
3.and in his cafe, the conl'eq.;mcc of a fgver, and leng fick-
- but was He Fourth, therefore, incapacitated from
mfe of the Eom Authority? By nb means; he

not be able to meet hus Puhatnent, but moft undoubtedly

*t}‘!

m not &Tgugd from executing lic bufinefs of any other
* kind. He was in full poffeffion of all his mental faculties, could
. * his orders, and inftruct his Minifters, juft as well as he

do either, in the fulleft vigour of hlsyou!h To advife
leca of Wales, therefore, under fuch: circumftances, to
himfelf the e:aemfe of the Sovereign Authority, was
him to be guilty of high treafon ; Gnd had the P nccof
bnn fo :ultnﬁ:d, and fol!owed the advice, he had no fcruple

v tn s 'e&erwuldhu been iuiltyofblgh treafon, and
d his lt{eafqﬁumn t was no wogder, there-

' t

"_ ard ort, feeling the weight or fuch an
e- ion, | ﬂ.; unft him by thehlgukeg%GImﬁer '
 and’, ?' the £ it to, fhould fuch a
i T w m (Bymmghismm-

‘that the matter
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o exercife the Sovereign Authority, nﬂdwfuc&.
then any other individual fubje.. He did not unde {*.; e
- invidious dignity he had heen exalted to on this oce

Id he;dmxt what the Hon" and learned Gentleman, whoipolfe
laft, had been pleafed to lay fo much ftrefs upon, that an
nion delivered in that Honﬁ: by fo humble mp:1 uﬂwmhcznl:ﬁ. :
individual as himfelf, or by a1y member of what rank and
foever, ought to be ma!e the ground of a ptoccedmg of the
Houfe. But fince the Right Hon. Gentleman was determined
to make it a perfonal queftion between them, fince he conde=
f{cended to coniidey himielf his rivaly and chofe to have recourfe
to his majority, why would he not try his opinion, and let the
queftion be,  That it is the opinion of . this Committee, thar
his Royal Highnefs the Prince of Wales, being Heir Apparenty
and of full age and capacity, bas uo more right to exercife |
Autbority, duﬂ ajefly’s incapacity, than any other % al

Jubjeél,”  ‘The ﬁlght Hon. Gentleman well knew, he dlr&*- ,
venture to fubject fuch a queflion to debate. He well. -
that with all his majorities, he could not rifque it; he wem
that if he could have fo famloft fight of prudence, as to _
zarded fuch'a queftign, notwithitanding his high charadter, and
his known influence within thofe walls, there would not have
been twenty members who would bave fupported him in it dn
fatty, he well kncw,, that the moment he let fuch an qpm
efcape his lips, it was exggrated by all who had heard i it, and
that it had been fince €Xecrated by all who had heard d"ﬁ' J
out of doors. What had been the ¢ uence of this? Confcions
of his error, and confcious that fo monfirous a doétrine as he had
fuffered himfe!f, in an evil hour, to deliver, had revolted h
public mind, the Right Hen. Gentleman had fcized on the
momeft that offered, ®to qualify what he*had faid, by unnece
rily coming forward with a declaration that, though he would'
not admit rince of Wales's Right to exercile ﬂ;: Sovereign.

~ Authority, the incapacity of hu ﬁther, yet :
t.h:u‘.'l!nt‘y ndsmgfexpcdwmy, tier of difereti

* perfon to hold the Regency ought te

1o other ; that it would be wrong to
than the Heir Apparent to tha ys but the Houfe had
certainly no idea’of if exercifed, be-*
came Wrong. Hehadzekmkd%ﬂlh" : -
Right, which he had infifted belonged to the two Houfes of Par=y

lnamm, mldhea hmnhqfdnqux" i co ftituents ; yet

. ; -.Jihfa" 3
2




At thn time to whach
gh( of this country to -
\TIETIC Great Buitain |
an undoubt to tax her American colonies, but that
exercife of &atR ht would be in the higheft degree un;u{hﬁable
on the part of Great Brihm In anfwcr to this, the great

Wyer, g&h quaintnefs peeuliar to himfelf, had faid, < I fhould
i to know what that R:gh is, which, when attemptcd to be
¢ cifed, becomes a Brang.” In the prefent cafe, the Right

H Gentm bad adted upon the conerfe of the great
awyer’s maxim ; he had pronouaced the bt a Wrong, and

aving done 1o, hc had immediately proceeded to exercife it in
¢! ,_;mﬁ cfic@tual manner. It was (Mr Fox,maintained) "the
e alone had power to do wr . Inoncpomt

| __m,and,in onci:oultof view only, ¢ agine the
of a Right, which, when cxcrc:fed, become a

g and that was this : ‘the three branches of the legiflature,
m of King, Lords, and Commons, had aright to authos
3 and act :h mwpd wdof "l;{i: mfn hht éet afy l.'_‘b'l.'hu«t:ccﬂ;lon,
ve the Prince es of his Hegedi t to fuc~
dtp‘“‘relvfeut 5 but this mormn?;dcom not of right

by the two oufes of Parliament, independent of the

of the Gomctgn, any more than the Minifter could fet

up in competition with the ce of Wales, and conteft
m@hnasudumamfot the oi} He repeated his opinion,

~ #hat 2 Right attached to the Prince of Wales, as Heir Apparent,
exerci ﬂ;esmmgn Authority, u%onthel(mgsmcapac;ty
being declared by the two Houfes of Parliament; the Prince’s
ight, however, {nta all confidered as fubject to the ad-
judication of the two Houfes of and Commons. T*his opi-
¢ had not d, nor did he feel the {malleft d.lfpoﬁtion
ity and ir the Hon. and learned (Gentleman who
poke Jaf ‘wb hﬁ,‘muchof htsopmm,l%athehd. if
he underftc hﬂ exprefsly declared, that ih-cafe of the
he Crown, nothing thort of an aét of exclufion could-
seeding to the Throne, and that even

1 fb ".ﬁnhmuwoulddcfcwedl warrant an a&
fic 3 Prince of Wailes, of full age, and

Y m,lndﬁlchm ils, that
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: ﬂ%ﬂ for a moment,
of dﬁzredm :r'-'of_:"’
r his opinion was, chi
dv;huchhdbeen neither da?dmd, mrvm inten
me S ‘( | e |
.~ That this was the precife flate of the &&, m ot to
doubtc fince the declarationsthat had been fo com 5
"'m"auﬂ the higheft authority in another place. Of the mans
ner in which that communication had been made, and the com=
mendation that was due to the exalted r[nnage who made it,
he would not fay one word, *becaufe he would not run the rlﬁlie
of having what ‘was due to merit, thiftaken for fulfome adulation,
and fervile flattery. But the claim thus difavowed, how muft the
preainble of a bill run, truly to defi:ribe the cafe as it ftood at
preféent? « Wha-eash;sk | Highnefs the Pnncc oleh
“ has never claimed a Ri ht 10 thc Reg '
« ceflary for the Lards ntual and T'em -
“ mons of Enghnd to declare, that his Highmﬁ W
« right, and we, therefore, do herebydochre, his Royal
“ nefs Sole Regent of thefe ki
Mr. Fox realoned on the ab rdnr of a bill fo worded,
contended, that it muft be fo wordled, unlefs they %
fact, and made a courfe of law the frcmnd-wurk of the Iﬂf; .
obferved, that all this dificulty and em
when there was not%he fimalleit occafion ﬁnce it was h
concurrent opinion of all mankind, thntlthe Bnm of Wﬂn_
fhould be the Regent; why then would the Right Hon. Gentle
man thus agitate the matter, unlefs it were for the hﬁo purpofe

of perfonal triumph ? 3 U
He condenined the fanguage that had been held on
this occafion of grant&de tothe Sovereign, and the ftrong afler«
tions that had been made, that fuch gﬂ\mt fhould be pli»
ﬁedo:zl the conduct oi:bgo:c, who confefled themfelves
perfongl obligations verei Perfonal utuchnd,' '
contended, was no fit oand&:rfﬁfic conduct, and thofe v
had declared tl:{ymdtakeqmofllhe rights of the Soverei ign,
. becaufe the received favours at his hands, bemyuﬂ
mingd, aod’ ted a conclution, that if they had .
. thofe favours, they would have been lefs mﬂhl
andhﬂea&edmthlefssellforhhﬁ than if ¢




ts, § he paid a compliment to the Prindz,
y more than *It ﬁmﬂd think, heg:cted confiftently with what
s due to his own charaéter, in fuffering the confidefation of—
“term ‘on which he lived mth his Ro antghneﬂ, to bias him
urthe fmalleft degree, or induce him to a& contrary to what he,
4 -_'-T t _ﬂlmklcncc, “hought moft likcly to promote the welfare of
t 5 ublic. Whmas “the Right Hon. Gentleman appeared to
upc 50 ¢ principle, and repeatedly introduced the
m -of‘the vercign, though feldom for any other purpofe,
than an oftentatious d:fpla of the confidence fepofed in himfelf,
He rare -mentioned the Royal Family, or the Royal Perfon, but
in an oftentatious difplay of his own merits, in an
| -m encomium on himfelf. To the Houfe of Brunfwick this
ftood in an eminent degree indebted ; indeed, few Princes

cver delerved the love of their fubjefts more than the Princes of
that Houfe, Sinee their acceflionto the Throne, their government
had been fuch; as to render it highly improbable, that there thould
ever beground for an a& of exclufion to pafs, to fet afide one of
their heirs from the fucceflion, or that fich a circumftance thould
ever become a neceffary fub {:& of contemplagion.  If the Princes
_of the Houfe of Brunfwick had at any time differed with their
fubj it had been only on collateral points, which had been
dy adjufted in Pardiament. No one of the Princes of that

> had ever made an attempt agai\¢ the conftitution of the

ountry, although, had fucha mif¢hievot\ defign béen meditated,
there had, at moft times, been a party exiffing, that would have
‘been ready to abet themiin any {cheme, the blackeft and moft fatal

W devifed lgamﬁ the liberties, or the happinels of
€ The love, therefore, of the pgople, was dug to the

nMnoﬂc &;mly on the Throne, in fo peculiar and eminent a
dngroe, that every thing that looked, as if it could, at any dif(-
~ tance, the hereditary right of the Houfé*af Brunfwick
e o the ongbt to hc guarded ag:unﬁ with *cuya‘; ]ca-




gbme a tyrant, and kﬁ:o the liberties hs s, by ba
ting the conftitution, or, m the other, ﬂlodldfo €0 hime .
felf w:th{rance, and the pol'tncal enemies of his e 8 -‘“‘Tm'f
““every thing fatal was to be dreaded from his government -’"‘"""‘_"-
a Prince of Wales ought to be excluded from the in
like manner as he undoubtedly would be excluded ‘.
Throne, on the natural dcmifcof his father, or predeceflor, Bug -
then the Bill of Exclufion to pafs in fuch QE:. muﬁ be the work
of the legiftature complete, and not the aét of the t.'o m
of the legiflature only. g
Let the Committee confider the dmgcr of making any ot}
perfon Regent befides the Prince of Wales | If he two
could choofe a Regerit, they might choofe whom they plesied 3
they might choofea foreigner, a catholic, (for the law defines not .
- the Regent) who, while he held the power of the third eftate,
might prevail on the other two branches of the legiflature -
to conr.ur with him, alter, or fet "afide the fucceflion, and
turn away the Houfe of Brunfwick, and put them in the ﬁnndo.r
of the I-{ou& ofStum Be faw this doétrine was deemed ex=
travagant, but ha t to put an extravagant cafe; he did m
however, put 2n u:n hle one ; and he fame right with
numbers on the oppofite fide, who, in all their reafonings, ar-
ued the danger, or the inconvenience thcy a on
} ilities only. Let them turgyto the favourite period of our
other fide of the Houfe w
the reign of Henry VI. they would find that RICM D)h
of York, took advantagd of his power as Pwm' ‘
dom, a&ually difinherited the Prince of Wﬂm I.nd lllo. iy
line of Lancafter, though ﬂlc} were g d “ﬂ
hadymuch better Weﬁnﬁhﬁg Swni than the Hoqﬁ
of York. % v ‘,.A’;
_ The fame difi mmw dlfgncedmrmnnh,qt
period, might Je a@ted over again, if the two Houfes of Paslia=
merfterer-Concurred to fubvert the conftitution, by fiur
' mg-to thcmfc!ves the mfeiﬁ: of the Rogyal Prerogative, an

e ofthct :l:o';%E;Ea mke

aw&Yg mm ‘-'__'.t r .'.. : '-.' 1 ‘,.""."“

clared, that the two Houfes of Parliament c

o

tory, favouﬂte at leaft wit

-
Fi



Wefe d'kcaf'eod)emfe, the

b?caufe, if the two

to make law. mi m
d‘urdeﬁnte.’-ma? e

rs had, he faid, been compared to~

: lt was no ways fimilar. The

wvacant, and the reft of the con-

thc”l"lﬁbnem deglared full, but its
of the Revolution, the

M %nfcmmdit&eycouldndt

____"'ln gelﬂ!hofﬂkm”umﬂﬂley

‘... ead, firlt reftored the third eftate, and then defined ts

Whereas the Committee were called on to proceed in a

: '*y,ﬁ'ﬁtnmw-csﬂ:dmeﬁce, md&mboﬁclmth:

' '-Wbe theﬁtumonofakegeme!e&edbym

“He muft be pageant, a_puppet, a creature of their own,
 an infult and a mockery; an infult on every
: ne§ the nature and charafter of
st only fuppofed each of its
er two, but actually

en up; there was ancnd

m could make laws
Houle of Cq or the Crown

dent of the Lords, or the two Houfes




afe of P and gmaf mm '*
creale o eemga, r gmng or i it to
bdknkmzm. » by i R

ltuppearedtotheﬁou tthmralPrerW'
circumfcribed, let them inveft a proper perfon mthit,

openly and manfully contend for the ¢ 1rcum£euphon or d
tion of its' powers; but, f at an
fiftance, was neither braffe nor noih htht
propofed to treat it,
theﬁrakeofev&y
heredu:ar

E

ﬁ!
LOE - &

$

i



: '_ its funétions mi htbe

whercas, the
mmc. 5 h

reu ical dta.kgue between
man | mth the occafional aid of the po-
3 to ncom:k contradiions, a lecﬂexplam apparent

‘forcibly huli! up to ridicule the argument
tleme: the ncal,as well as the

wholc and fuﬁm’ although

arohmpnhk mﬁ%hssl ;

1e Crown was to have new functions, ﬁhyﬁmﬁmldbe

mbeymd:hs; ntodﬂ'oomr ega] me-

hyhic: iftinguifhed ; TOW tnd its func-

) c 5t ‘_ ‘Schoolmen, and

er for colleges of glifp on, than a Britith

mons, if a queftion M lnvo]vc;!!the ex-
ﬂﬁ!m were to be ghus difc e

diftum to  that declared the

; .-;..I. at the Prince gf Wales
Sowve ",‘ ' rity during his Ma-

the mént ad-



nefs of its auﬂmn ithed n rights,
it lay éxtended at pri i 18, dnd
pable of refiftance. LettheR@xt Hon.Gmtlcm ride himfell
on a victory obtained againft a defencelefs foe, ft of -
triumph where no battle had been fou w:here no lory enﬂﬂ
obtained ! Let him také advantage calm:tres of human us
ture, let him, like an unfcelm orddtha m riotin T es .
to be acquired by plundering iu aflerting .
right to the wmg‘ eﬁﬂy&,
duce of the vmgus
.power. Let it not __n’i. oaft,
gained fuch v et{o‘b ined fuch _ my-
l'elfc;{'wcalth fo:: m:&: - m ol ¥ Fu o
After putti 18, pecum: (3 lulmauon, . \'_* ]
recurred to d\negmai and declared, that all
of the Committee, . ﬁo fca'ch for Rgacedem :
fruitlefs, for that .Onp of ﬂle precedents ‘applied. If they
tended to prove any thing, it was to. eﬁsbhﬂ: the Prince’s Rights,
fince, in all of thém, the neareft relative to the Crown, if’in the
kingdom, had been appointed the Regent ; elpecially a Prince of
Wales. In the reign'of Edward the Third, his fon, con
called the Black Pnnce, ed at on
years of age, during the i
afterwards, durin

Fuold} in the 1_.,, ten
m g 0

or.
s a tpol ;_ Ce(

man 1!1 his fpeech (M
oppofite to him, ftood hi
fent, than he did. I‘h
himfelf to advance fuch an o
right in his aﬂ'erhoﬂ. He ha



d é&cl'f(mld be t;ﬂéan
of right afloat, it was impofiible
h‘%"étﬁl‘nﬂ 3
e neceffity for ﬁapl’bfeﬁt oceed-
mﬁhg, that the opinion be, 2

~and the opinion a
hl@-deﬁ elfeﬁh‘ete, made it
% the argu-

1y applyin thcm,
tng'c 4 tghmt of
\a at the*

wm, merely
gba PfiuuofW*é, as Prince of Wales
liar and di'ﬁ'h& frcﬁmﬂde
vie! -Wm his Right to
ity The mariner, therc&;‘?e, in
. Ger an had anfwered thofe arguments,

o‘fdﬂ,&ahéﬁad nof imagined the
‘would have condcﬂzhl&d to have ac-
: part of the fubje& Mr.
orward 3 Queftion of

nce of Wales

He b fhth a det'ermr-
ir to do fo effeftudlly ; w
vhﬁaut' auv crim




b@ﬁn fO longln thc Pﬁm

Crown, 39‘1 had the aﬁlm
and finding the ngm
fuccefgful IS
«cripple his, fu
thexrco nt; ,,QJ. > dreaded t
Let th ); s s R ‘
°fﬂqwﬂ.i ortance
there « bﬁ‘gg» :
-xftheR
M:.

\\\\\

dure to part with it; hehm! v cmﬂ’ I Ci

ceived, would havebecn cxa&ly ﬂ!ﬂf, hu;b e R

tleman had § O S
Mr‘ FQX h&‘ ; 1aeT i C ', 1 : n '
Ouﬂy ca.lcul 1 ar NIt = th B ’ -

dnlwercd while '




nducing nﬂi mture, on
oufe would recc le&; wlwtherthemmncr in v{ﬁ:éch
dﬁ:eddledebaee, cither provoked or juftified
‘;Tl\e tack which the Right Hon. ngtleman
hﬁq he declared, to be wnfounded, arrogant, and
*ﬂlﬂﬂigi\t Hon. Gentlemun had charged him as
mﬂuwéus ip n:ut‘:if amb}r:ﬂonf,ounab to bear

| y with ‘power. ch he retained
&tin ‘d&;ﬁmr of the Princp, whlcll!ohnegwas con-
ciou htwuokuwd,w therefore o ofed to obftruct the..
cred mm Mtﬁhﬂmﬁc ofs.  Whether to him
_' slonged that: ’&ﬂ‘l&erofv mifchievous amblho which would
fac ’ﬂu rinciples of the Conftitition to a defu'e of ngler,
‘f. £ w uft leave to the Houfe and the Ciountry to'determine. They
- ﬂo]udge,mergiﬁwmd'anﬂu& during
~ this unfortun: ax&,mconﬁﬂcntﬂom;twh mhﬁ own -
onal fituation, or management, the IV,
| tohmelm!metmefﬁﬁemdec the

nici g not d;]&rwthe &vour of
only fay, knew but one way, in
uld deferve 1§; by havu:E uniformly en-

on, todo i e King his fa-
t lar ‘b if, in having thus en-
“con ce p thc Prince, it fhould,

ind Joft ity however pamful and
‘be té‘-‘ him, and from what:-
d, be m mueeh

L5 '«gm it Hon' Gin.
( : sthObe ﬂl’# ﬁc-
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ve officers of mf-éﬂmw
" authority, thofe Mmmm nﬁﬁe
" wifely g&qm Without meaning mrmﬁ'term

or ‘to enter nwtonumhsma,itrcl
o *-‘m,.,g

of avai elves of the

f:;mt: the Minifter of the Crown. That
a fundam teJ:l'uu';lpl.e, that a M.lmﬁerm at
to be nomina He would, therefore; fpeak pla" et |,
fons who profefled sthefe puncsphs were, mmh:y,, kely to
the advifers of the Pmc, in the. exerei’wpf' o1

were ne - to be given .
dbes oy m’:‘f“ﬂ e 1
for being caref con ‘extent of thofe. %
o httg‘be Rl it mllhpoﬁble not to ful_' - thaty by

perverted to a ‘pu
which, mdeed, wmmﬁblewnm' agine, that the Pringe of
Wales could, if be was aware of :t,*mm,l oment ;
but to which, by artifice ahd - , he would unin-
tentionally be made asceffary, for the purpofe of creating a per-
manent weight and influence in the hands of a party, whigh
would be dan rous to the juft Rights of the Crowny w
moment {houFe d arrive (fo much withed, and perhaps &
,becxpe&ed)ofhisMaFﬁv auewmﬁmuﬁ
his- own authority. I herefore, h the
Gentleman, in lys triu '
furnifhed the 2
confider ; left in pi -  for ca ‘}’_
mﬁmnon, during aghprt and ¢tem1nm'y they mi,
crifice the mnlin?w dtheconn ¥y mluture 5
- the' foundation of m ag ver, a
.duri mm# . ‘uck




nplm ﬁlo.pnm
,ﬁm manner in which he | Ny
Me ined ma:mmurglnsfar-
: " of Waleshad np more
“other fubjedt in the country,”. and had
d fo, trom Inhﬂmg. that nty perfons
fu g the propofition. ?::Chmcellor of
_ Mheadmxum&meword of that

Nm:&wzﬁw;‘?t:humt;: mqﬂonmht

uaﬁummumemwbyamﬂchd
: place. Buthcm in the 1| of the ‘Houfe,
' had not guarded

'uanyothlrﬂundp Jhmmgnme,:be
in mrcg& the Rﬁjﬂ! Mas the prefent cm ances.
‘ i‘ thekmht cmldnntbefudtohmq'

f :n 1rhe cauntg, But was
$ beum
ht.hﬂd rights different
?_'___ ing’s l'uh but which had nothing to
? Yet ights of the Prmce of
| y _k.Land alluded to,
e (3 wondd be as reafonable, if the
ah Wm -had auaght to a particular
tY Mﬁn Conmll With

the qu .. ‘wih -- mmryiprf& d:d or did not
denial w Right of the. P w
ﬂmm of

nhdtnaui,oould.mtbc.
m‘lto fmmlnsaf-

ey i R q



The Right of the"

:ﬁd:mduafzinﬂlnght, to hurgud

oigb fil::u a Right whmd wagud
of bein an

of Parhmentg w;‘?: ﬁﬁz whltpt:,had exifted 6’% cc'ﬁ",

other Right could be proved the .n:. It v

-on the principle of this free Ce i

-Rtghtm, in itfelf, enough inite the Righ
Houfes ; mmarmmmum_ ¥ ;
of Walesms not - £

~admiffion of every t debate ' :
ddr. Fox role l:u:#wmmw _'
was. to have a' the new government. As

appearances of a ‘probable change of men and
was, he admitted, a probebility of his having a fhare in the exe
‘cutive government of the country ; but he had never‘m uj
him to affirm itas a poﬁtwefa& He m loweve
“ture an aflertion, that i ' an w:
certain of a chagge, )f
would have hf-""m i
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00 de Umon, and of Great Bn-
inc 'ﬂehid ird it very confidently affirmed, that were .|
ippofed inherent Right of the Heir Apparent xm;ﬁ_
Vers, Ilm as the prefent, to
Wuﬁl - a virtual ddﬁblg:lcon of the Union ; the
- bej g fixec fn‘ Smdmd, in Yavour of fuch hered:taryand
claim 3 but he would take the liberty of aflerting,
e, that the propofition had no real founda-
t was true, that by the law of that country, the right of
; ianfhip did, in certain circumftances, attach upon
~“ghe neareit male kmfman by the father’s fide, aged twenty-five;
““and in the earlier periods of the Scotuih monarchy, little dif-
tin&tion feemed to bc made between the fituation of a private
guardian, and that of the perfon who a&ed ﬂae km in his
ge, infomuch that fome law authoriti bi-
 had laid it down, that.the powers of a Re ent wcre ‘mercly
it had been determined by the Parhsment of Scot-
reign of James the Firf}, that the Duke of Albany,
" when Rggent, could neither reftore a perfon forfeited for treafon,
" mor gi'anthnds which had fallen to the @own by baftardy. It
- was wcll known,. that the powers of a pri uardian were of
¢ the moft confined nature, as going no l&ﬂ: tE the exigency
~of the h{e uired, and merely for the purpofe of ordinary ma-
- magem But he thought it wrong to compare that cafe with
. 1 "_ iment of a kingdom, wb;ere wers of a very different
e "...: ’:‘ "He neceflary to be given, A% to the-appointment of a
R ey Mﬂr _powers mgih:n ame had always
s in England, ul\der the fan&ion and

ad d' the kingdom, eitken\ previoufly given, or
w *‘“ MH and fometimes heir of the crown

had holen, fometimes not; fometimes one Regent, at
" "}'ﬂ . *- one. Many of the kings of Scotland
h! rmm%? Y ’4*‘

fome by the hands of their fubjeéts,
:_ %‘,ﬁ g W{.«n‘ # I more regencies in Scotland, than in

racy was too great 3 there had been
_the flates of the kingdom had re-
ever, 48 having a 1"”' | u“‘g“th:t%.dwh;h&
i egents v ‘::* .."“"*"“i in A‘!‘fs";“ﬁa
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ience, however, to conlid:r how m*m,. ad
und _by the legiflature of Great Britain fince the ;
and fugely it ‘was impoffible to read the provifional acts of 24
Geo. 11.and 5 Geo. IIL. without feeing clearly, diﬁg&

of admxm ion was then fuppofed to attach upon any "' %
dual. -+ As to the idea of a civil demifey it was pplicas
ble to fuch a cafe as the prefent. A perfon was hel ‘*"8:-'
villy dead, when'he had lot the rights of a citizen, ann»
of attamder, but was it ever thought that an infint w
dead ! It would be a little hard, when he was but L
An infant could hold property, could acquire, and had. tﬂly
civil right entire. A perfon incapable {rom infirmity to manage
his own affairs, exa&l‘y‘in the fame ftate. :r -ould not
therefore have I‘zcceﬁbr while he was alive, and "?.6\?-'

: o

]+

pofleflion of his sights.  Ina word, the Lord Advocate
tended, that nei the Prince of Wales, nor any other indivi
dual, had a legal right in this cafe to be Regent; though in
Ennt of ﬁtneg and proanety, he fuppofed not a man in the
dom would think of agry other than his Royal Highnefs. -

. Milne (the m York) reprobated the conduétof
Mr. Fox and l(us a«llmsgmdeclarmg that it amonnted to an
abandon“tofﬂldeemﬂumhonal ncq:les-,h:tbnﬂoﬁﬁ me
of univerfal admiration, by facrificing the rights of the in
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