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Alex er Inine. Efq; , • I 
to{d count Belgrave 
-' St. EIim""J'} BII'.1' 

.• Lord Charles Fit%to}' I Sir Chatles Daven. But. 
"'- FojJ'''' 
'. Thomas 1!. Brru1lftOJ1. Efq; I 

Sir John RU,fhout, Bart, 
Charles W. B. Roufe. Efq; 

John Baring, Efql 

General Phillirfon 
Major Genera Bathurft 

• 

Major W. Williams 

Philip R,afhleigh; Efq;. 
Hon. Richard Edgecumbe 

Evtjhllitt. 

I 
Extlfr. 

I Sir C. W. Bampfylde; Batt. 
Epy. 

I 
Fli.tjhirt. 

I Sir Roger M6!lyn. Bart. 
Fli.t. 

I 
FO'W'.l' 

I 
GallQn. 

I 
St .• Gtrmaill'/. 

• James F rafer, Etql 

.. 

John James Hamilton, Efq; I 
Samuel Smith, Efql • 

Charles Edwin, Efq; 

Hon. Capt. Berkley 
Thomas Maftcr. EUlI 

• 

Francis Ba~ing. ttq'/ 
Gcorge Sutton, Efq; 

Hon. Thomas Ondow 

GlamQlQ'It/hirt. 

Glolict ~1hil't. 

. I 
CI,wrtf/m 

I John Webb, Efq; 
Grllmp' ."". ' 

I 
• Grall,ham_ • 

I 
EilJl Grim}!y. 

I J obo Harrifon, Efq; 
. Dudley Long. Efq; 

EIIJI CriMJlIII" • 

c"i,horJ.. ' ' 

,I 

I Han. G<oeral Norton 
Hamp}htrt. 

Robert Thiftlethwaite, Efq; I Jervoife Clll'ke Jervo~, Efq; 
Hllr'Wieil. 

}oh.u RobinfoD. E(q; 

• 

I 
114j1'1O'r< • 

I John B. Garfonh. Efq; 
Hobn Lowther, oEf\lO 
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&1.1., .. 

John Stanley, Efq; j . . 
John Dawes, Efq; • 

Htlfotr· • 
Jame. B. ~r~r., Ef<» I Roger Wilbraham, Ei{q: 

Hmfordfo;'·, . 
Right HOII, TlIolIW Harley I Sir Geo. Cornwall, Bart, 

1Imfor.ti. 

Lord. V~ OnmlloD 

BaMn Dimfdalc 
John Calvert, Efq; 

Lionel Dotell. Efq; 

Sir C. F. Ratdi6'c, Bart. 

Will. Egerton, Ef'l; 

I John Scudamore. EIq; 
James Walwyn. Efq; 

1Imfordfoirt. 
I William Plumer r ECq; 

Htrr,d. 

HOdOll. • 
I 

lk).ufoU'.J· . 
I w. P. A'Court, Efq; 

Hizlmm Ft-,nrh 
I Right Hon, .F. Montag .. 

.1fighworlb. 
I Will. Evelyn, ECq; 

Hint/on. 
I • 

H(milo1t .. 
Rt. Hon. Sir G. Yonge, K. B. I Sir Geo."cQllicr 

H~r/Dalll. 
ler. Crutchley. Efq; I 
Phil. MereaUe, Efq; 

HlIJ1IiNgd'Njhi" . 
Lord ViCe. Hindunbrokc I Earl Ludlo\v 

lien}. Bond Hopkin., Erq; 
&0. umner, Efq; 

HIm/illgd ••• 

I Sir Walter Ra~vlinfon 
Jobn Wille" Payne, E(q; I" "'fI tr. I 0 

"!with. 
Cbarl Alex. Crickett, Efq; I William Middleton, Ef'lj 

SI •. [ lUll. 

Will. Procd, ECq; .J"t; 
n. Charles Ma:ib.n> • I Furner Honeywood, Efq; 

L."LJ·.N. 
. I Hon. Horatio Walpole 

J(. .,Jhtt·"fN.Htd'. 
am. 'l"bornton. E(q; 

W. ;; neer S ....... .,.. E(q; . 
) K-;i ••. 
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Ltttr(qfoirl 
. I Thc.mas Stanley. Ee'll 
L.,mtjlw. . 

I Sir 'Goo. Warren. K. B. 
lAb. Rawlinfon. Efq; 

_ LaI""tjI.W. 
• Lord .\rdcn I Sir John Swinburne. Bart. 

L.iujltrj/Jlnt. 

.. 

Jo~n Peach. Hungerford. Efq; I 
WIll. Ppclun. Efq; 

L ,i("r. 
Colonel Macnamaro 
Charles Lor. Smith, Erq; 

John Hunter, Efq; 
Penn A. Curzon. E(q; 

Hon. Edward J,.."e. Eliot 
Han. John Eliot 

John Thomas Ellis. Efq; 

Thomas Kempe. Efq; 

• 
John F. CaWlborne. Efql 

Bamber Gafcorne, Efq; 
• 

Sir Watkin I.e ' 

, 

/ 
~eo. Aug. Selwyn, tfq; 
Nth. W. W raull, Efq; 

Bon. Thoma. Fane 
Hon. Henry Fane 

Robert Colt. Efql 
George Role, Efq; 

Matthew Blo"om. E(q; 

John Stratt, Rfq; 

• 

Lmnittjllr. 

I 
Llflu"rtl. 

. ~ . 
i-Ifi".»ilhitl • 

. ; ~ Sir John SlncJrur. llatt. 
LI'W~J • . 

JHo 
Lilt( I(fhi • 

cnry Pelh.m 

, I Sir n Thorold, Bart. 
h I. Anderfon Pelhma. E(V' 

t.i1tuhl. 
I Hon. R. 1" Saville 

Liubfoltl. 
l GeCirge Anfon. Efq; 

Livt.-,..l. 
1 Lord Penrhyn 

L,,,a.tt . 

j N.thaniel Ne ... nham, Ef'li 
John S .... brldge. Efq; 

L* 1l'W. 

I Lord Clive 
RiC:hard P. Knight, 'Efcp 

LlIll,rjhalJ. 

I 
LJOI' ilIrrj·, 

I 
:r:' 

lel.mellt Taylor. EG{; 
MaW'tt. 

I Sir Peter Parker. Bart. 
• K. 2 • 
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M a 1"'-fl_'Y. 

I Lord. Vifcounc Melbourne 
Loi'd Vjfcount Mailland • 

Mal,.". , I RiJtht Hon. Edmllnd Burke 
William Weddell, Efq; 

N ar7b.,."gh. 
Ear! of Courto.n 
Sir Philip Hales, &rt. 

Sir Thoma. Rich. Bart. 

Htlgb .!!okaven, Efq; 
William' YOIlO;:, Efq; 

Chriliopber Hawkins, Efq; 

Henry Drummond, Efq; 

I 
Morlo<w. 

1 WHlirun Clayton. Efq; 
il. 11 OW". 

I 
SI. Mirharf. 

I Da vid How~ E(q; 
MidbNrjI •• 

I b:dward Conford, Efq; 
Middl-ftx. 

iIIiam Mainwaring. Efq; I 
MilbcNrnt P.rI. 

Lord MunC2lfu 

Roberl Wood. Efq; 

Major General Rooke 

Muguis of-Worcctier 

, Colonel W. Popbam 
Minthtad. 

I 
M .... OUlhjhi"" 

I John Morgan. Efq; 
A1fJlmtDuJh. c 

I 
MfJ1tlgflmtry!hirt. 

, 

I Wilfiam MoliYIl Owen, Efq; 
MonlgomtlJl· 

I Whilfuod Kt<ne , Efq; 
Morn/h. 

Peler Delme. Erq; 
Sir Janlcs Edkine, ~art. 

Nt'WOl'k • 
J.ielll. Cot. JoT1n SUlton. I < 
Lord Mulgrave 

Nt'W(njllt.N./" Lrnt. 
Sir Arch. Maedonald 
Richard Vernon, Efq; 

" 
• 

Nt'Wlnjll, .,.n.'lj.,. 
Clwles Irandliog, Efq; I Sir Mart. W. Ridley, Bart. 

, N.wpo" , Cor.woll. 
, Sir John Miller, Barf. 

Nt'W,.rt, H",,/I. 
Hon. Jaha Toutlbend I Edward Rufuworth, Erq; 

l\r"",.J,., /..#w#.Jhi'~. 
'I1IoIPM I.GIIIIe. E£j; l1'homas P. Ltigb, Efq; 

Nt'IJII#II, NII"'. , 
, 

• 
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. . N·rfoll. 
r ~ohn Wodchoufe, B.rt. I ' ir EJw.rd ARley, Batt. 

Nor/htl/url"" . 
• . enry Peirfe, Ej'q; I 
Edwin Lafc.clles, Efq; 

Nmhamp"./hirt. 
Sir Jimes Langham, Bart. I Thomas POWYI, Efq; 

N,,·lhMmh. rl .•• d. 

Hon. Henry Hobort 

• 

,Robert Smith, Efq; 

Humph. Minchin, Efq; 

• 

, 

I Sir William Middleton, Bart. 
Charles Grey, Efq; 

N""";rh. . 
I RI. Hon. W. Wyndham 

NQlliflghIl11lj.~irf. 
I Lord E. B. Ca •. Bentin'Ck 
I C. Meadows Pierpoint, Efq; 

NOlliltghnl.rt. 
I Dan. p, Coke, Efg; 

Oalhnmi'tJfI. 
! Lo1'\1 Virc. Malden 

Orford. 
I H"n. G. Scrm. Conway 

Oxf·l'dfoin . 
I Lord Charles Spencer 

, Oxford. 

I Lord Rohert Spencer 
Ho.n. Percg. Bertie 

O:<ford Vnh;"rjity. 
Sir William Dolhcn, BlXt. I Franci, Page, Efq; 

• 

• • 
/ 

. ~obert FanO.aw, E(,!) 

John Stephenfon, Efq; 
John Pardoe, jun. Erq; 

l ohn Smyth, Er'l; 
\Villiam Sotheron, Erq; 

William M. Pitr, Efq; 

Hon, W. Comwalli. 

Sir Henry Houghton, Bart. 

Ptmh~,ff . 
I Hugh Owen, Efq; 

P t'Jlrh)'If .. 

I Sir John St. Aubyn, Barr. 
p i'/"..J~rtJlI ~~ J., • 

I R,,'hard Benyon, Erq; 
HQn . Lionel Darner 

P""''.fi,M. • 

I Lo'rd Vircount Down. 
W.illiam JoUift'e. EIlt; 

ply", .. ,I.,. 
I J ohD Macbride, Erq; 

P&''''I'''''' 
I 

p(J"'tlra~~. 

I 
P,.1r. 

• 

I Mi,h. A. 'Thylor, E(q;. 
p"l/l1tJ1"'''. I Silt Hmy F ... bc:rflone; n,,,), 

P, tjIo... , 
, I Ri,&~1 H9n, Cen, B~rgorue 

K 3 • 
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~t",60"'Ng". 
George Bowyer, Efq; I ~ ( 
John Aldridge, ECq; , 

~(iJtorfo,i". 
Thom .. Johnes, Efq, 

F,:-ncis AnneGy,. E{qi 
Richard A. Neville, E{qi 

I 
/?totlin.r· 

Bpjl t/.rtl. 
I Wanon AmcotU, Efq, 

F.ich",."tI. 

I Earl of Inchiquin 
Sir Grey Cooper, Bart. 

J?iPPOl1· 
) William Lawltnce, ECqi 

Rorbtjl<r. 
Sir Charles r.tliddleton, Bart. I" 

NI"W 1l.,J1.rtllljo 
John Renoiller, ECq; I 
Rich. JoCeph Sullivan, Efq; 

RlJllo",lfl~irt. 

• 

George B. BrodeneU, EKj; , I Gerard Noel Edward., Efq; 
11ft· 

Ih. Hon. C.W. CornewaU, Spahr 1 William Dickenfon, Efq; 

WiUiam Bellingham, Efq; 
ltegin.ld Pole Carew, Eft:j; 

John Kynalloo, Efq; 

l'hilip Stephen •• E!CJ; 
Chad •• Brett, Erq; 

Hon. W, H. Bouverie • 

lti,ht Hon. J. C. ViUi rt 

Georl" Hardinge, Efq; 

Earl of TyrconneU 
George Olbaldefton, Efqi 

Han, W. Mortimer, Efql 
John Dru01l11ond, Efq; 

J ~,Erqi , 
)obA "Hill, 1:['1; , , 

R)'gal.,. 

I • 
SnlQl" 

I 
Snllnfl~' 

J Major Lemon 
Santl""ic",. 

I 
N~ Sor"m. 

• 
r. 

I William Huffey, ECql 
Oltl Sa~.m. \ 

I 
~(arbo,.~g1J. 

I 
~Mfo!,rI. 

J Sir Godfrey Web!\.q 
Shpfi~~NTJ' 

J 
J 

Sborrh, , 

S.,..!,fli.,., 

~ 

• 
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S-.jrlfi.~/". waT Ph.lips, Efq: . I 
So.,b,,,,,},,. •• 

• h Fleming Efq; I 
James Amyatt, Efq; 

Henry Thornton. Efq; 
Paul.Le MerHrier, Erq; 

Earl Gower 
Sir ,Edward Littleton, B .... 

Sir Geo. Howard, Illrt. 
Henry Cecil, Erq; 

Hon. Richard Howard 

James Gordon, j'un. Erq: 

William Smith, Erq; 
John Langfton, Erq; 

Sir John Rous, Bart. 
Jof. Grigby, l!.fq; • 

Sir Jofeph Ma\\'bey, Bart. 

Lord <ieorge Lenox 

J ohn Calvert,)un. Efq: 
• • 

• • 
Alexander Popham'jErq; 
Sir Benjamin Hammett 

~ir Charles Kent, Barr. 
' . ~eorge J.nnu'gt, Efq; . 

Sir G. P. TUlocr, B.rt, 

Hon. Dudley Ryder 

Hon. Colonel Phipps 

SIIt,i>w,rri. 

I 
Staff_rtf;';i,'" 

I 
S"'ff' ''', 

1 Hon. Edw~rd Moncktoll 
I R. B. S!>Wdan. Erq; 

S/Il/1l!OI·tI. 

I 
Stf')nill,g. 

I , 
SI,<lhridg<. 

IT. Boothby Parkyn', Erq; 
SMdhli!'). , 

~ 
SuffiJ,!· 

I 
S."y .. 

I Hon. William Norton 
Suffi,'" 

I Hon. ThOma. Pelham 
q"ollt<WOI"th_ 

I John Coliftcn.y, Erq; 
'1 av!fioa:. , 

I Right Han. R. Fitzpatri~ 
Lord John Rulfel 

f[' amllo,'1. • 

I 
'i'h<tfonl. 

I • 
<J"birjJ,t. 

I Roben Viner, Efej; 
'rivut"lI, 

<r I . .. ",,),. 
I 

'J' ","",. 

I :ltobert KiDirmiU, E(~ 
lioQ.Hu,k~onway 

K I~ , • • 

• 
\ 

• 

• 
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"'GAlIfIT ,'" l'mlmu !!<.lIIj1io". • 
f',.. .... 

Hiley Addington, Efq; 
Cololle1 BofqwC!l I . 

WallingftrJ. 
Sir Franei. Sykes, Ila.tt. I 

WartboM. 
Thomas Farrer, Ef'!; I John Calcraft, Efq; 

W 4I"'Wic ljhi". 
Sir Robert Lawley, Bart. I 
iir Ceo. A. W, Shu~kburgb, Bart. 

WQ.rwitl. 
I Robert Ladbrok •• Efq; 

11',11,. 

lfTlltLr. 

I Robert Buhon. Erq; 
John Ord, Erq; 

fIIm/DCl. . 

I Sir Henry l;Iridgemat\, Barr, 
Georg. Forrdt~r. Efq; 

W«hlJ-. 

I 
1Y1I6u'J" 

Sir J obn Scott 
Hon. Thomas Throne 

~allluel Eftwick. Erq; 
J9hn Maddocks. Ef~; 

Major John Scott 
Jame. AdaJ;Ds. Efq, 

• 

• 

I 
W"dI- LDCr• • 

I, 
1f 11'" i 1Ij1.r. 

I Right Hon. C. J. Fo" 
I Lord John Townfhend 

WtjlPlfJrtitllld. 

U
Sir M. L< FI;"iU~. Bar 
John Lowther. Efq; 

W".lm.~/b and , /" m6 R'Cis . 
. I Right , Jon. Welbor. Ems 

I John Purlin!!. Efq; 
Whitrhswr/,. "\ 

.William Selwyn, Ifq; 1 I Lord Vifcount ~iddletoD 
WiJDn. 

~rd Herbert 

JUd:. Gammon, jan. Ef'li 

, ~of~tOI\ , 

1 
John Cotes, Erq; 
Or~qdo Bridgeman. Efq; 

Wi IfJ/t. 

WiIlJ,{[<o. . 
I John Ne{bitt, Efq; 

lI'itlr",jI". 
I Henry P n\on, Ef~ 

Wind.for. -

I 
t 

• 
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• W .. Jjl.ek. 
. r H. W. Dalhwood, But. · I 
r cis Burto", Erq; I 

-..... . W~«fI'>fo;". 

Samuel. Smitb, Erq; 

Robert Waller, Erq; 

Sir John Jervis, K. B. 
Henry Beaufoy, Efey 

I Hon. Edward Foley 
WflTufor, 

I 
W .. lloll Bnffit. 

I Hon. Colonel NOllh 
H on. Roben S. COnl.ay 

Chippi1lg Wyco",6,. 
I 

Yarmouth, Norfork , 

II 
rarmr;ltlh, Hn11ts. 

I Philip Francis, Efq; 
Thomas Jer. Claru, Ere; 

Y.rijbirc. 
Henry Duncon;tbe, Erq; 
William Wilberforce, Erq; J 

-

l ork. , 
Richard Slater Milnes, Erq; I Lord Galway 

S . COTLAND. 

J.ord F. Campboll 
• 

Sir J am~s Duff, Bart. 

A6"d,,"jhir<. 
I George Skeene, Ef,!, 

Abrrarrn, CSt. 
I Sir David Carnegie, &It. 

Arvlrjhlt", 
I 

BpmffjhiY/ • 
I 

BrMVklll.t'rr. • ,0' . 
Pat. Home, Erq; I 

I Clack",,,,,",,,. 
Jlornet Abercrombie, Erg; I 

Craill, PilU1M.Vttm, C!f('. 

pay Cilffirbell. Erq; 

I John Aufinlther, Erg; 
Cupllr, DlJ1ulte, E.1,. 

I George Dempflq, Erg; 
j)umharlO1l, Gla/g..w, /:fe. 

I 
DN"'lrifSfoir~. 

I Sir Robert Wone. Ihrt. 
/!.di1l6urghfoirt. 

lUght Hon. Heruy Dundas. I 
EJlttimrlh. 

I • 
• 

/ 
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E/gittfoi",. 
Earl of Fife I . 

Colonel \Vemys 

Archibald Douglas, Efq; 

John Hamilton, Efq; 

Fififhirt. 
I 

F"farfoirt. 
1 

I;f ."'i"l'""jhi". 
I 

IlMJ£f'ny,jhirl. 
I 

/ ""'mry,. 
Sir Heaor Munro, K. B. 1 ' 

IMJllu, hlflltra'Y, C!fc, 
Sir Archibald Edmoodfton, 1I.rt. I 

• 
X,I/cardrnrjbirt. 

ltobert Allardicc Barclay. Efq; I 
Klrllld6rirht SII''''Orll)' , 

I Alexander ,Stewart, Erq, 
Kingh.,.,,,, (:ff , 

Sir Charles Prefion, Bart. I 
Lo .. rI<jhirt. 

54 James S. Denham, Bart. I 
'Lmul,.r, Ge. 

. ' 
I Colonel Fullarton 

LiIt/ilhgO'Ujbirl. 

• 

./ 
I' • --

I Sir Wru. A. Cunnyngham, B.rt", 
N4inrfoirt. ( 

IJexander Brodie, Efq; 

DavM! Murny, EIq; 

HOA. G_ral Munay 

Sir Geor~ Dougl " Barl. 

Major Moore ' 

Lieut, G""""I Grant 

~ M'Dowall. Efq; 

, 

I 
Orlwry , /!fe , 

1. 
Colonel Dondas 

rub tjbirr. 
I 

Ptrlhfoirc. 
1 

l/tltjrl"Wjhi". -
I John Shaw Stewart, Efqi 

Rifsfoir.,. " 
I Francis Ii. Mackenloie, Ef'li 

Rox611rghfoiu \ 
I 

StWrljhirt. 

WJ. f!j" 

I 
$1lt(i"ljhirt. 

I Sir Thomas Dundas, Ba". 
s..,lbtrl,mdjhirt • 
..,,1 
,. ig!fl'Wwj!Jit;t: 

I 
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• ~Iler PO'R the Q.!!ellion. 'II nor ACAINST the Q..ad!iaiiI 

W".L/AM AD M, Efq: 

• 

r ~~;~~;ST"L£' Efq: 
'.. . for Chi~hellcr. N[ember for Kinton, Bam/f, .I.e. 

PAI R ED OFF FOR THI> ~EST~ON' 

Burlingbom'. 
Right Hon. Jamcs Grenville I 

CaIn •• 
Jl.ight Hon, lfa.c Barre 

Charles Rofs, Erq; 

Sir Richard Hill, Bart. 
, 

KirJ'WJII, (j't . 

I 
Sbrc/,jhirt. 

, I 

PAIRI'D OFF AGAINST THE QyRSTIOIII, 

• 

• 

Ban6l1ry. 
I Lo"d North 

nMtJCharlo'!foi rt'. 

J Keith Elprunnone, Erq; 
'1'; 11m. 

• 

I Rigl', Hon. W. G. Hamilton: 
lYiJt(b~(i(l · 

I WiUi~m Nedham, Erg; 

MAJOR IT Y A~AI ST THE PREV10US Q,PfS-C:J.Q ) A ':g 

~N F AVOUR OF MR . PITT's MOTION SrXT'Y.¥OVIj. • 

• • • 

• 

'-
. . 

, 
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The following Gentlemen, who were prevented by IlIners, 0'(. '. 
from ~ttending the Houfe, on. rut/doy, the 16th Inll:ant 'poted 
for apd agajnfl Mr. DI!MPST£R'S.Motioll for an ADD~l.:S5 to 
the PRINC£ of WALES, OU MO/ldoy, the 22d Inflant:-"':' ___ 

ACAI ~''I' Ibt M.';'n. 
Sir C. Sykes, Bar •• S"'J~r['7' 
floury Cruger, Erq; BrijM. t"n Parry, Efq; Carotr_tfjblrt. 

I F OR Ih, M.tion. 
Lord Beauchamp, Otford. 

mUDd Baft.rd, EfS; Dar/m,nth • . 
H enry Addington, Efq; D~"iZl'. 
Edward Be:lrcroft, Efq; Ht;J·J.q. 
William Chaytor/E(q; Ht),t/"". 
Lord Kenfington, Ht1'V'iford.vtji. 
'Thoruu Gilbert, E{q; Litcljit /It. 
Lord Wenman, Oxfordfoirt. 
Richard B.m·cll, IUq; St. ]'Vt" 
Charles Ambler, Efq; Sa/Info. 
Sir John Jioneywood, &rt. SI'J.ing. 
Sir John Dunu~, Bart. cr /VtrI01l . 

illiam Lygon, E{q; Worrtforfo;"'. 
J'. P. Powney, Efq; WinJ,for. 

• TIle following Gentlemen have bocn prevented, by T1lnefS, frool 
attendinb the Houl", durin~ tht prtfene Sellion • 

• " 'Henry Peyton, Bart. CD",hridr-foirt. 
Paul Orchard, Efq; Cal/mgtM. 
Nathaniel Smith, E{q; Rucbdi<r. 
SirJohn Tr~yt)Y.lIl , Ba.rt. 8(Jn:~ifdfo;rt, 
J. . Luttl",l. Efq; MlHrl.~d. r 

• 

• 
• 

, 

• 

• 

WEDNE -

• 
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W.!: b N E S 0 A Y, . DEC E M B E R 11. 

, . H 0 U S t 0 F' LOR D S. 

, THIS day Ihe Houfe ",et, in purfuance of he Ian adjourn. 
meor, when the Lord Prdident of the Council prefented the 
Report fro(Jl the Sclc61 Committee of Lords, appoiored for the 
purpofc of fearching for Precedents. 

Ordered the fame to lie on the table. 
It was then moved and ordered, that copies of the faid Repo::t 

be printed, for the ufe of their Lordlhips-. 
Adjourned to Fridal'o 

---
. 

T H U R S DAY, DEC E M B E R 18. 

H 0 USE 0 F COM M 0 N S. 

THE CholluIJ.r or ,tbt ExcbtfJU" moved the order of tbe day, 
for taking into conr.dera~on the STATE OF THl! NATION . 

C,it",,} Fito:pntrick informed the Houfe, that the indifpolition 
of his Right Hon. Friend (Mr. Fox) preve,\ted hi. Attendance 
Utat day. U n a quellion of fuch importance to the cOUlltrJL, the 
Houfe would not think a member fo conjidernblt !hould be abCent ; 
he therefore wilhed the fubjeCt intended for difcuffion to be poll. 
poned till to-morro~, when there would be a probability of Mr. 
Fox being cap,,1)le of attending his duty in the Houfe. 

Mr. Pilt declared, he had no objeCtion, as fur as was confiflen! 
with the p"blic welfare, poflpone the fubj~Ct under cOl)fidera­
tion. He was defirous of !hewing Mr. Fox every perfonal ci­
vility and accommoaation not likely to impede the progrefs of 
public alfairs. In this cafe, tbe Lords would not have the deli-

:-iRrations of the Lower Houfe properly before them till S:.turday; 
. but being delirous of the prefence of Mr. Fox, in every flage of 

the bufinefs, he freely confented to adjourn the confideration of 
the fubjeCl tilL_morrow. 

Mr. BIITl, complimented Mr. Pitt on his forb aranc , can­
dour, and liberality, in confequence of the indifpofition of Mr • 
.. ox. • 

The Houfe immediately adjourned. 

• F R IDA Y, 
• 

• 
• 

• 



[ '4* 1 
, 

.r RID A Y, D B.O E M B E R l~ • 

H 0 USE 0 FLO R D S. 
• 

THE Houfe met purfuant to the adjournment of" Weunefday. 
Soon after the L ord Challullor had tal eh the woolfack, and 

confulted 11 few minUtes with the L ord Prelident, Lord Privy 
Sea1, and the Duke of Rithmond, his L ordlhip rofe, and put 
the quefiion of adjournment; the Houfe then adjourned till to­
morrow, in order to receive the Refolutions from the Houfe'of 
"otnmons. . 

• 

HOUS E OF COMMONS • . 
S TAT E 0 F T H oE NAT ION. 

. ' 
M r. Aldm wJn Watf." appearing at the bar with the Report 

o( the Commitl e on the Stair qf Ibt NOI;on, the following quef­
tion was put from me Chair, "That this Report be now brought 
" n r .. up. 

Sir y,hll Sintlttir rofe, and dedaroo, that. with regard to the 
tirft Rdolution, there was no individual in that Houfe, who felt 
morc, we )a01entable calamity that bad befallen the King and 
the Country, th n he did. W ith regard to the Rights of the 
two Ho~'fe ~f Parliament, to provide the means for fupplying 
the defe in the ~xercife of the Royal AuthOrity, he mull fiil! be 
of opinion, that it was not necelfary for that Houfe to make a 
de laration 9f i Rights, on the /light ground, of the expreffion 
of the Right- of 11ft: Prince of W~ls, /lated in the fpeeeh 
or one of il$ Members. If the Right Hon, Gentleman, Who 
lirft expreffi d his doubt of the Right of that Houfe, inRead­
of doing fo, had br<illght forward a motion, declaring the Princr 
of "Vales' Right, no man'Would-l(ave mpre1irmly refilled furo 
am tiOIl than be wOllld. In the tbird Refolution there was, hr 
(aid, fomething dark and myfierious; and whatever ideas he had' 
of the charaCler and. abilities of the Right Hon. Gentleman, 
who had called upon the Houfe to decJare their Right by the 
fi>cond Refolutiol), which appeared to him to be unnecelEary, the 
myl~ery in the third Refuluti9n demanded explanation. He {aid, 
be gave tbe Right Hon. Gentleman credit for too much mi:nli­
DCfi 0 s;'ind, to Cuppofc, that he would endeavour t9 entrap that 

Houfe, 
t 

• , 
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' riour. and fetter i fllture candud by any cquivoctl ReCoiDtiGcr: 
. but, before he gave his aJrem to the bri;tgiog up of the RcpGlT, 
lac mu~ beg to ~w, wbat bis rcaJOn were for the w rding of 

r the third Refolutlon, :wd to rove an explanation of what _ 
mean~ by the Bill to be paired by Ihe rwo Roults of .Par· ent. 
Sir John e"prdfed h· o fears, that the two Moufes "'ere intend!:d 
to be calJed upon to exceed Iheir eonj~itlllion.J VO'ftr ..... nd this 

, 'was a tlm"; of. too critical a nature, for .ny part of f,' r. riou * 
proceeding 10 be fuffered to rernaiD in Ihe dark, or fubj a to a"y 
kind of doubt. Every fiep, in lueh a proceeding, fhould be 
clearly underfiood, and maturely conlidered . Before, Ih r r. 
be faid more, be would wail for the R ight Hon. G entlcmil4's 
explanation. 

The Cbanullor if thl Exchtgutr faid, he was ,'ery ready to 
give the HOll, Bar~et every explanation in his power. That 
he wilhed not to bring forward aJl)' thing in that Houf. but 
",hat was clearly underftood: the Hon. Ihronct, ther for, h . 
faid, did him· no more'than juftice, when he gave him cr dit fOr 

.I1ot having any intention, by any equivoc:!1 Refolution, to entrap 
, that Houfe, and' fetter its futule proceedings ; he trulled, that bo 

bad never Ibewn a difpotition to bring forward me.furetl in dif­
guife; in refped to the information 'which the Hon. Baronet 
willied to receive, it would be recolle :red that he had, in hi~ 
general opening of the Refolutions, pretty much lit large ex­
plained th .. whole of t :s object, With rell"'rd to the mea of 
providing for the dM'e in tbe exereile of lhe R(\yal Authority, 
in cOllfequence of his Majefty's i n~'pacity, ho had lIaled, tlt:lt 
as ill confideration o( law, hi. M,.idty". political c~p.lc ity W 
entire, their lirfi proceeding mull be by Ih Roy. I Aumont), 
which was by a Bill fanelioned by the concufrence f the Ki 
and the two Houfes of Parl iament. ow, though the ne-
ceUity of the C!lCe -did not oblige them to wilhout the Ito 
Authority. it id oblige them to provide the mt a" of fupplyin~ 
the defect., ariling from hi Majefiy' indifpolition, b ililling- a 
CX>ITImiUidh under the G're:tt Seal of J~ n I d, appoiming om­
miUionors to open \he Parliaaw:Dt, jn the name of hi Mh)C }, In 
the ufual form, and fiate the ,[eafons for calling them t tlIfr. 
He faid, he conceivt<! that to be the onl), mode o~roceeding 

:- that could be adopted, confiftent with the principles the n-
fiituli'on; a way of rcilin~ the Royal Atrtllt, he conceivedr 
per Iy conJill nt with 'the lubftallri. 1 Julie of P:M'liamen and 
the- tru interefts of the country. It \Va a circumftallce of ne .. 
uffity, and no~ to tr fila beyond that lin • wa e duty of thofe, 
w conftitu d tbe remaining pow r of go.., ro. ent. 

ir 'j.hn 8in~/a;" ~ lart<! himrdf furpri7.rd, t the Rig t 
Hon.GrntleDlaD fb uld cMI the Cyfrem"f roeafures, mat he bad 
~plai.tlcd to th Hb Cc) fyil In COlI Ill· t \Iitta th prinei k of 

le 
• , 
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Cp,iliitultOl1, when it was cClltrary to law. He declare~ , , 

the mode the MiAif\er mcanl!to adopt was inimical to the fpiri • 
or the Englith Laws, and a do~rine extremely hoftile to the 
Conftitution; and . in terms forcible l>nd I'c\'ft>icuous, depre"a~ 
the all'ul'llption of tbt power intended to be called' forth in th 
fufpended exereife of Royal Authority. Every Gentleman 'con~ 
"erfant with the Statule La", k w, tbat it was by the 13tb of ' . 
Charles rhe cond decl~red illegal [01: the two Houfes' of Par. : 
Ii_,t to legillate for themfelves, 01' make laws without the 

'ng l alld by the , fame StatUte the declaration, that they had 
lilly rue power, was prO)lOu nceu high treafon in tbe perton mak­
. it, aud.he W:lS liable to all tho pajns ~nd penalties of a prt­
--.... Sir John faid he was qappr the Right Hon. Gentle­
man had explained his m~",(uresl whl'~ ~l)pcarcd to him to be 
ilil!:hlyobje8.ionable. Precedents had been. reforted to, and in 
cdn whete the analogy was moll lhiking, that mode had been 
pt:aCl(cd. which ougbr, in this cafe, te> have been adopted. T he 
1'1'OpV and fimpJe- mode lof procedu.'c for the two Houfes to 
adopt, in bis opinion, was for them to addrcCs the only individual 
thai all mens' "yes were fixed on; as lthe lit perC on, to undertake 
th~ Admmiluation of Goyernment, in like manner as our an-

Itors addrell'cd. the Prince of Oranige a century ago; tliis, he 
~nceived., would lJaye been the direCt conftitutionaJ line of pro­

ding; but what has been fubfiitute.d, bore fuch evident-marks 
of ufurpation, :IS rendered it fo obno,xio~s to the welfale of the 

Ulltl'Y, tlla'!: Olade him determined to bring forward a plan of 
IIi pwo, 10 obtain a confiitutional <!Irtabliibment of a Regenl'y. 
Wbell th "gbt Hon. G entleman's Iyftem came on again In 

that Houfe, ir John Sincwir raid, h(~ would fubj ect his plan to 
chelr c:onfuleration. 

Mr. ]>owys faid , be bad felt pretty ne':lrly the fame anxiety ~9 
«he Hon. g2fone:r h:ld expreJfod, though he ?elicv;d the {bring 

11 willi that anxiety turned, W-oIS. prematurc.m that flage of the 
/>ufinefo. \\'1101'1. the Report I.l)ould be brought up, he believed 
he might undenalce to prove, that the I!'igbt Hon. Gebtleman's 
i;·ft~m wa oot founded eith r in prcc.!dent or .law. , 

Til, Report having been brought ll~" and the full: Refolutlon 
read and agreed to, the lecond was r~.d, when ' 

Sir G rty c..ptr deijred to he permitted to fiate, with great ' 
lUbmi/fioll, a doubt that occurred to bim, whether the HoulC, ' ih 
-it prefelll iinliled and imperfect cap:u:ity, could, with propriety 
and c Illi~ncy, with order and regularity in its proceedings, 
wee to the Refolutioll th 11 rel)orted frC)l1) the Committee on the 
~~ of tht: Nation. He rC{luefted ~hem to confider the very 

uliu and unpre cdented Cil cumllaJJ~ under which they were 
llfierubled, and then fitting I they WE!te one of the e/la~6 of the . 
kiagdom n.f!~/p/.III WtjiminJltr, w! no' f1[rmblul ill PtlrJjfl~lll; 

they 
• 
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. \bey 1me malmed and mlltibtN in their IagllbtiYe clfs~ ~ 
.th.. prmnt Incapacity of the Royal Authority. ney .. 

, fa,~, on !be 20th of Nove~, on the expiratioo of • peti8d .. 
• wh.'ch they had beell </uly prorogued by a commi1lion ham dw 
, Royal Authoritf. On that day, 110 commi01on came to prorog .. 

them to a further time. The Spealcer had arran~ the proceed-
• ing, Oil thu occalion, in the bdI: manner poRib1e, when he IwI 
'. taken' tIle Chair, by the delirc of the Members prefent. Th. 

Minifter then opened to the HouCe the deplorable caufe whkh 
prevented his Majefty's {ervants from talcing his pleafute with 
ref pea to a further prorogation, The Houfe paured and hditated 
in what they were to do in fuch, an exigency; but, upon the 
Motion of the Chancellor of the Exchequer, the Houfe a1fumed 
e~ergy enough to adjourn for fourteen days; and, upon the fJl.C­
CIa! clTcutnlhlnces ~f. .the cafe, and the Cupport of the authom, 
of a precedent in the time of King William, which bore rome 
analogy to the'r proceeding, he thought tbey did perkaly right. 
They met again on the 4th of December, and Were infor d by 
the Minifter, that the fame caufe unhappily continued to prevent 
the exercife of' the Royal Authority, and tbey were then in­
formed, that there was a nm.f!ity for their proceeding, to fupply 
the defca in the funaions ,of tbe ROyal Authority. Since that 
meaCure had been recommended by the Minifter, and adopted by 
the Houfe, they h.d, in all their proceedings, ac!ted ilnder the 
mere impulfe of that I)eceffity. T hey derived, Sir Grey under. 
fiood, their power and energy, to take any fiep, or to do any :act, 
from thlt necetlityalone, which, in all extreme cafes, had been 
deemed, and muR-be ac!ted upon, as magnum hUINJ". i'lJttilitatis 
p!ltr,uniuln. Whatever aa or proceeding of that HouCe, in its 
prefent fituation, goes beyond the clear bounds of that necem.ty, 
and the regular caufe that is pointed out by it, was, ill his hlmrhl • 
• piniD1l, on all DJ (fIr "".ftitfd,d p.w.r, flfUi, as hi tD1IuiwJ, if 
" vtry (/ollg.;. UJ Im/m" ond <Mftfllmcr, They had come, there­
fore, to the Q\teflion, whether this Refolution wa " or was not. 
an aa of' neceffity, for°the purpore of fUPP'ying the delea in the 
Legiflature. He contended that it was not neceJrary, becaufe 
there w:lS no real impediment or obftac1e to their progrefi which 
muft be removed and cleared awa" before they could a.!t in their 
deliberative ClIjlacity. That was n. <lail1l of Right, n. d"';"lof 
their awh,rity, ,,, 1/UItt,r of whi<h the H.I/Ii .. "ltI, conf!fl.nt" with 
Ih, {rQ'/Jil] and mitr of its pr.mtUlIgs, tab parlia1l/entary ",ti,.,.,. 
~.gnl'z.anrt" The Committee, it muft be admitted, had no ~ 
power than the Houfe, and therefore he concluded, that tIIi. 
{oluuon was not founded ill necemty, but an .a of 
felt-conftituted authority. At the glorious I11III 
the Revoh/tion, fieps were tallen diammicaDy opflOI 
'l101I' purfued I the Con ven~ Parliam$n< .. 

L 
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'Committee on the State of the Nation, declare what it was their • 
right Of duty to do. It appears that Finch, Sir Edward Sey-, 
}'lour, and othecconfodetable and lalIing men, dcliver~d opiiliolll 
(lireaJy contrary to the principles 01 tbe firft vote on th.e :28th of J 
January, 1689. The Grand Committee propofe!i no Refolutlol) " 
to vilUiicate or eftablilh their .eight again/! f",cb .afI'ertions. They . 
uercifed that right, and did the noble worlc they were about; • 
and they ·thougbt, that the doing the deed, comprebend~d in it, .­
~ incoolcftably proved, both their right and their duty. 

Having fubmitted thefe obCervations to the confideration of 
the Houle, he expreJred his furprize that Gentlem.en /bould be 
10 much at a lofs to ftrengthen their arguiuents as. to have re­
coune to Precedents, guite oppolite to any thing analogous to 
lbe prefent day. He requefted the indulgence of their attention 
IOlOme remarks upon fome of tbe Precedents, on which the Right 
Hoo. Gelldeman bad laid the foundation of hi. R efolutions, and 
particularly on the Precedent of the 3:2d and 33d of Henry the 
Sixth, whIch runs from page 4:2 to page 77 in the Report from 
die Committee. The Preeedent had been .much relied on; 
this be propored as a pattern for their proceeding, in the great 

d a 3uous ~ir whict. a nlQi\. deplorable neeeillty impofed up­
on them. They had beelLcallcd by the ~reat law ~uthorities in 
dlat Houfe, to follow the example of thear anceftors, and not t. 
"'fJ<:J.' thmJ in th, IlIr(h by departing from the principles on which 
dley voted. But, before they determined to follow the example 
of their anceftors, it feemed to him .tha'. they /bould confIder 
flJb. fort if Ffom t¥ fo11U once/l.rs wn".. He would venture to 
undertake [0 prove, by the irrefragable evidence of records, and 
the authentic hill:ory of the times, that, during tbe courfe of all 
the proceedings which colleillvely form that Precedent, both 
"Hollies of Parliament were in the moft abjeCt and hum iliated 
t4tc of dependence, on the power, the will a .. d the nod of Ri­
chard D uk.e of York:, and the potent and form ida ole f.Ction of 
the pohle families wbo adhcced to him, and followed the proje& 
ofhis mbirion i and<that every ftep theyetook, every ded.ration 
they made, and every act they did or paired; .were taken and 
dQl)e under t he jD)preJlion of immediate force, and irrefifrnble 
lniuen Hi d fared to be pecmitt~d to ftate fome faas ante-­
rior to the ~ 1+54. (in which tbat Precedent principally 
arolCl,!:::c!er to il1troducc with more rej:ularitj and clearnefs, 
the ent.i and vidence by whicb he Intended to Cupport his 
~~~::. . A the afi3l1ination of the virtuous Duke of 
~ [be Ki~n::le Ri bard, Dulce \If York, became 

die and pro fumptive Heir to the Crown. 
~.ltof gr<::lt Minifter and ~ vourite, the Dulc.e 

banitbmen.t and: death Coon followed. .lid-.ft. J; of SOCDCdct, {"cc;«dcd to the favour of 
. th~ 
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• . . th' <;!peeit, tbe powers of adminiflr:j ion, and the unpopuillity 

of hi predeceffi r. The Duke.of Y<lrk, trulHng to tb advan­
t" ~age. ,~hich that unpopularity, a~d thl: weaknefs of the govern­
~ . at gave him, ral{cd an army In th.~ year '+51, and marched 

.wlth ten tboufand men from Wales tCI the !pte of the city 0 
.London, for the purpofe, as he gave: out, of a reform:lt1on in 
the goveratment, and the removal of the Duke of Somorfet from 
all his power and authority. The maiUler in which be w s 
foiled in this bold enterprize, of his being th" dupe of his conli­
dence in the promifes of the Court, •. nd of his cfeape from the 
power of his enemies, are faas well known to all thofe who have 
ever looked into the hifloryof lhis eventful period. He lived 
in, retirement, at his callie, on th .• borders of Wale! till 
the latter end of the year '+53. The Prince of Wales was born 
in Oaober '+53. AbOut this time the King fell into a dirol'­
der of the mind, which rendered him unlit, even to maintain rhe 
appearance of royalty. -The OEeen and Somerfet found them­
felves obliged by this exigency to yield, for a time, to rhe high 
power and conne6bons of the Duke of Y orlc. Somotfet wa 
aaually fent to the Tower on rhe thirteenth of February 145+; 
Richard was appointed, or, more properly fpeaking, appointed 
bimfelf Lieutenant to the King for holding rhe P:trliament; which 
having fi .. ft been affembled at Reading, was, afcer feveral pro­
rogations and adjournments, affembled at Welhninfler, on the. 
fourteenth of February. "About tbis time rhe famous Earl of 
\Varwick, the Earls of Sali/bury and 'Well:morcland, and many 
other of the Dulce's followers, were admitted intorhe Counc:Jl, ill 
the place of the former adminill:racicm, and bad the whole go­
vernment in their hands. By their command and inRuence, 
the Committee of Lords was fent, on tbe twenty-thi rd of March, 
to Windfor, to the ing, who lay /ict at that palace, with cer­
tain queftions Il!lted in their commiffion. On the twenty-fifth 
of March, tbe HI/bop of Carlifle, One of rhe deputed Lords, re­
ported to the Houfe, tha~ they found the K;tlg in a flate of 
perfe61letbargy and infenfibility. Then followed on th twenty­
feventh of March, rhe famous cranfaa ion, of the nomination and 
Eklli4. of the Duke of York to his firft Prote&rate, by ,be 
.ours hiritfial and t,'!'poral. in Porliamtlft '!Ift"tillfi, wit out any' 
participation, or ';ven conlent of the Commons. He faid, he 

'did not confider their appointment pf Ithe Duke of Yark to rhe 
firll: Pro.teaorate, as in any refpeet I'rolCeeoling ftom th fn:e de­
liberation or choice of rhe Houle of Lords, but that it was dic­
tated and compelled, by the controuling and 0'1 rbearing powe~ 
of the Duke and his adherents. Tbi conduCt n was not found­
ed 011 conjeCture, or on the mere auth(lfity of any hillorian or 
annaliJl; but-on the evidence of a reco,rd in the lib volwne of' 
rhe RoU 0 Parliamc/!!t pagi. ~9. · Be 
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tf Be it remembered, that whertas the 30 cky of Mardi; 
ud year, in this prerent Patliaroent, Thomas, Earl of Devon. 
ihire, upon an inditement of High Treafon by him fuppc[~)1 t " 
be done, againft the flyog's honourable eftate and Penon,1)efa,{! -
Humphry Duke Buckingham, 1leward of England for that tim .' 
affigned-was arraigned, and of the fame treafons, by his Peers 
the noble Lords of this Royaume of England, being in this fald 
prefent Parliament, wa acquitted of all things contained in the 
faid inditement-By which indlteme.nt the right high alld mighty 
Prince, Richard Duke of York, Lieutenant for tile .li:;ing, in 
the faid Parliament, conceived the trooth of his allegiance to 
bee emblemyihed and difteigned; i n the prefenc. of all the 
Lards, as well Spiritual as Tempor.a1, "there being prefent, anoll 
forthwith declared hiDlfdf of hIS truth .by the King our Sove. 
reign Lord, in manner and form following:" 

" My Lordes-for fo much a5 tbe matter contained in the faid 
in"itemcnt, touchelb .right nigh, my ' worlhip, honeftie, and 
trouthc : 1 fay that what, fo toucbeth me, is fals and untrewe, 
aDd that I am, and all the dayes of my lyfe bave been, and to tDe 
end thereof {hall be, Irewe .and humble Liegeman to the King, 
my moft dread Sov'erain Lord; and nev.er prixely ne apertly 
thought, nor meant the contrary-whereof 1 call illto witnefs 
God, and all the Saints of Heaven, and tbe fame have beell, 

rut am ready to prove, and as a Knight, to put my body in 
evoir .gainil allY perron, to whome it fitteth me 10 anfwer, 

that wol take UpoJl hym to lay any charge upon me of the faid 
mattere, or of allY other, that in allY wyfe mought foullde to. 
the blemilhing of my trouthe to my faid Soveriegll Lord: d.efir­
yng, exhonyng, and requirillg you fo to take, repute, holde and 
acceptc me, lld that III y -declaratiOn and offer herrin, ye woo 
eJl:lct to. ol'e you of recorde in this Parliaml!nt." 

• Poll uj quidcm de laralio nem f.Clam &. audita.m, pre. 
fati Domini tam Spirituales q'lam Tempomiell una voce dix-
tuJnt1 v 0 c: 

.. , e Imewe nevere, nor at any time could conceyve, but that 
It ye be, and have bee .. , true and faithful Liegeman, to ihe 
.. Kyllg our Soverain Lord, as it belongeth to your alb.te to. 
" be~ fo we !cIlOW, talte, accept, repute, holde, and de.­
.. eM fOIl," 

This RICOI'd .ill ferve to prove to demonlhation, without 
:usr ll*amenl <II' oi*rvation, ill what a wJ'Ctc;hed nate of fub­
miAoA and JWDftrati n the whol Ho of Co.mmolls at th I 
u.e ~ &l .. hlet of the Ho.lIf;; of Reert. For the man whom 
tMr wid> OM . declared to be, alld to. hav beell, a f<Uthful 
uid Myal • to the K.iJIg, had, Dot two. years before they 
DNde dIjt. dcdaratio.n. levied opa WI{ againA We 
Nl1&> and III&I'Cbtd With an arm t the pee ofhis capiw, aDd 
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s, at the very moment, known to be: conteiing the King's 

'. ti Ie to ~e crow/): Sir Grey faid, he would IICXt /be., by a 
I record P. IInqUj:/honable allthorily, that tile Houfe of Com~ 
I' . s~ the very fame time, in an humble, hcJplefs, and difgracc_ 

H\It~ pf depcnden~e on the fame pow.,. He cited the: Roll 
.0 Parliament, to\lch,"~ the Lords, with fome regret; but the 
. ~afe h; was now ilbo~~ to lay before lb. Hqufe, . , 

. Animl/s ""milliji harrll 1t4l1uful rifugil, 

It ~ppears that the Lord Chancellor, on Ihe fecond day f 
July, proroglled the Parliament to Reading, to the 7th day of 
November following· )md that on tbat day it W3S from thence 
adjourned to the 11th day of February, and then prorogued to 
the 14th of Febfllary :-

That .the Duke il11Jllediatel~ after the adJOIIrn!1lent, fued 
Thorpe 10 the Exchequer, by Bill, and erofecuted hIm fo c1ofe, 
Ihough Speaker, and a Haron of the Exchequer, in his OWl I 
court; that between the '23d of Ollober, and 11th 0( February, 
he got both a verdill againft him by. Jury of MiddJefex, for 
j oool. damages, and 10f. CQft. of fuil, and lilcewife a judge­
ment, and took and detained him prifoner in the Fleet thereon 
between this adjournment and the Parliament's meeting, fome 
few d~ys before their re-"ffemblin~. • 

Indeed, the method of froceedlllg, as well as the expedition 
that was ufed, thro4e:hout tl\e whole of this cafe, appear, at /lrft 
fight, very eXlraorJlnary~ Firft, That the Commons /bowd 
apply to the Lords, as well as to tbe King, for redrefi, in :I 
matter in which their own privileges were effeutially COllcern d : 
Secondl}", That nOlwithftanding the opinion of the Judg~ moll: 
formally declared, " That perfons urelled for any other clure 
than [or T rea/on, F clony, or Surety of the Peace, or for a Con­
demnation, h~ beiore the Parliament, ought to be releafed," 
the Lord. /hon d adjudge, that Tho,],e, who came within nOlle 
of thefe defcriptioll', Ihould, accordlllg 10 the law, remai'l llilJ 
il\. prifoll : ' and Thirdly, · That the ComRlohs Ihowd (0 •• Iily 
acquiefce in thIS decifion, and immediately proceed to the Elec­
tion of another Speaker, and the whole of this tranb ion was 
\lui the b"ufinefi of three days, the 14 h, 15th, and .6th of Fe-

" bwary, , 
, . But, when we compare the uncommon expedition, with which 

fbis very important affair wa hurried over; Ihe judgement of 
the Lords, fo direaly contrsJ:'Y to the condulion Which ought to 
have been drnwn from the oplllion delivered by the Chief Jullke ; 
the comm:lIld of the Bifhop of Ely to elect another Speaker, 
iignified immediately fubfcquellt to the judgement, and, .. far 
as appoRr , without any ~ommnni~.tiOl with the ICing; and tho 
obedient fubmillion of the Cum mons ; 1, ,"y, aU there circum-
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(boce.~, cOJnl'aicd with ' the very high I1tuation In whieli t 
1;'1.intiff, Richard Duke of York, then 1l00d; being, as appe,ars . ' 
from the Parliamentary Hillery, that vcry day, the 14th of Ee­
bruary, appointed Prefident in the f.tiI P~rlialllent, and~ ~) " 
prefent, and tlIking a part in the hearing of his caufe; may ~. 
tbougnt fully to juftify the opinion of Sir N. Rich, who, when:'l 
tbis pr cedent was citedjn a debate on tne 8tb of March, J6zQj . 
fays, .. It is a caf~ begotten by the iniquity of the times, wheD 
" the Duke of York might bave an ol'er-grown power in it, 
" ~Jld 1 therefore wilh it may not be meddled wiltl. " 

tJ~l'Il the .readlng of tbefe re~ord~, as the. fhpngetl: and ~10ft 
(earChl!lg eVIdence, and as the dlfrecuon of thIS molt I11aufPICIOUS 
precedent, migbt be not venture to ark the Houfe, whether, 
fome feelings of refentment and indignation Jid not rife il'\ their 
brealls, againll: thofe, who have propofed tbis precedent as a pat­
t:i:rn for tbeir condua, in one of the mofr"important and momen­
touS emergencies, that ever prefonted itfelf to Parliament, and 
in which all the great energies of g9vernment, all the rigbts of 
the bighell and moft illuftrious perfons, and tpe fir!!: principles 
of the cO!lllitution lire concerned; and at .a time tQQ, Wbel] 
from the f~rprize and fuddellnefs of the calamity, tbe Houfes of 
Parliament were ;nppts "nfilii. He agreed with Sir N. Rich, 
that it was a precedent begot in the iniquity of th~ times, alld 
lie conligncd it to eternal contempt and oblivion. He faid he 
would dofe what he had to obferve on thi s precedent, with a 
paJIage from the admirable hifl:orian R:1pin. 

" The contrary Refolutions of Parliament, in regard ~o the 
" qllarrel between the Houfes of York and L ilOcafter, dearly 
.. Ihow that thofe afl'embljes .Cled not with freedom, but were 
" fW:1Jed by the events whicl) happened before their deliberation,. 
" Tb;:ir determinations afe properly of no force, fince they had 
" not the liberty to judge according . to tlreir I1nderflandings; 
" unlefi it be {aip, that tbeir underfl:andings directed them alway. 
" to fide with the Ilrongeil." They carried the proiligacy af 
their COl)dl'Cl fo far, tbat they maM Richard, D4ue of York, 
»rince .of \Vales, Duke of Cornwall, and E~I of Chefl.er; wh~n 
ebe belr apparent [0 the crown (whofe famIly had been in pof­
(ellion for filty-fi years} 'Vas feventeen years old. In the 'ber 
gillnin~ ~f .tbe y.ear '455, the King was fOfewhat recovered' 
flClm ~IS IOdlfpofitlOll, and the Q;!cen moved him ~o refume his 
allmonty, ~lld to releafe ~omedc~ frol~ the T9wer, The Duke 
{If Y"fl< was (prccd to retire, He raifed another ~rmy. He 
complained in his ~ifefto of th~ ~i';g'~ Minifters, and de- . 
~nd~ a cJtangc: pf goveqlment. 1 pe b~t~e 9f S~. fJban~ 
~! foug~t 111 ~ J+iS. 'Tllis was a compendiou$ way Qf 
~ bylinc(s. Tile: puke of Somerfer.. ~II manx of th Mini,. 
iI~' W~t: ~~d i{l ~~tt\e, and tI\~ Kin~ tafe~ f!.rO'~f~ Too 
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". wa~ the lirft. battle of that molf cruel ;nd (eroc~ civil war.· 

.wh,cb, (or thIrty yca':5, d.e1ugeJ th lcingdom with blood, arid io- . 
,"j~Olt!!ed the wbole natIon In cohfulion. This famous I'reCed i. 

t'J"en' from the very threfuold of it; and thus taifed from the 
de~d, to prejudice tbe cleat and irCdifiable pretenfions of the 
Pnnce of Wales to the Regetlcy of the kingdom. Thore pre-

" . ~nlio!liO were admitted, an.d allowed by the fir« legal authority 
In that Haufe. The Attorney General; at the fame timo! that he 
denied, that the Prince had any right to alrume, or to excrcife the 
office of. Regent; admitted that his pretenfions were fa ftrong, 
fo clear, and unqueftionable, from his high fration and proximit}' 
to the crown, that th efe pretenlions could not be demed or re­
jeaeo; except for ruch caufes and fuch reaCons, ' as would well 
nigh juftify a bill of exclufion, or, in other words, for fuch 
caufes as would ex~lude him Irom tbe crown. 

Mr. Martin faid, he had not ftaid out the whole of the debate 
laft Wednefday morni)lg, becaufe he found llimfelf fa much .x. 
haujltd after nine hours clore attention to the different argument, 
that he was obliged to go home; which he the leEs fcrupled to do, 
as he was aware that, on the Report, he /bould have an oppor­
tunity of explaining his renriments, ~s well in compliance wilh 
what, if he recolleCled rightly, had been the requell of mpre thm 
one Gentleman, viz. that, on a quellion of Ih.t impOrt2J1Ce, every 
Member /boula avow his fentiments. As he never wilhed to 
Mink any queftion tho came under agitation in that Houfe; lie 
made no fcruple lO declare that, had he llaid the deba! out, he 
/bould have ",iven his vole fOr not leavlng the Chair; becaufe it 
appeared to him, that the refolution waS a very proper one, and 
what the Houfe, under its prefent circumfiances, did right to vote. 
Strongly impre/fed as he was, with the danger of popular tumult. 
ne conceived the.foone r the bulinefs was difpofed of, the better it 
would be . • 

In the courfe of the debate in the Committee, the :Right Hon: 
Gentlelll.n over the 'fay had talked ,?f a . ehanj;c of Adminiltra­
t1on. 'What had paired that day, a fnend of h,s had obferved to 
him, re\l1inded him of a feene in Shalcefpeare's play of l-ienry IY • 

. where FalftafF reckoned upon what would be done fo~ hini and 
his anociates, when the Prince /bould come to the Crown, whicll 

. was thell dai]! expecled; and was a/Jigning places of dign!ty and 
charaaer to the moll deferving of his fri .nds. Mr. Martm faid, 
he hoped, if the Right Han. Gelltleman cam .. into aftice, he 
WQuid not provide for all who had claims upon him; but would 
recoil a that it had been urged againll the Right Hon. Gentle­
man n~ar him, hy fome of thofe who moll advifed him, that hi' 
companions were 110t ~Il "'1ually well approved. He raiel, 1Ie_ 
perfuaded, Mr. FoX had too noble a mInd to be (wayed by ava1 
fiCe, or any of the meaner paJliOllS ';. he thought, however, the 
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Rigbt Hon. ~ntleman bad too m~ ~itiaa. wrbicb incli~" •• 
him to tempooze for the fake of ~ettuit into power, Nothing . 
but that could, he thought, have Induo~d I\im to come into that j" : 
odious meafure, the coalition; and; in like m31Uler, on the. tift.il· 
lent occation, he afcribed the whole li~e of COllduCl whi"h Mr. ~ 
Fox had pur(ued, folely to temporiJ.in~~ with a view to get into 
power. H,d Dot the fad been '10, Mr. Martin (aid, he was per~ • 
{uaded, the Ri&ht Han. Gentleman would not-have held d08nnes 
fo incompatible with the ufual language held by hil,tl on cOlllli, 
turioDal points. Mr. Martin faid, as.he always voted aCGordil)g 
10 Ilia confcience, it had happened r.iat he had occ.nonally votel( 
with I>oth tbe R ight Hon. Gentlemen; and he "ould not help fay­
in&. that the Right Hon. Gentleman :n~ar llim had pro'(ed' bim, 
felf. IIOBL!! Milliller; his condua w:.s n.blt in the extreml' (a 
"'rI'f1/a"gh.) In the very delicate lituatiqn in wpic" h. ha~ 
lately Rood, his condua had becn m,oO: confiU~nt, {l:eady, and 
noble; in /hort, fuch as, in his opinion, entitlea him to the 
praife and confidence olthe ,public. He detlared, he believed thil 
Right flon. Gentleman near him was ,m bis Tf/reot, and, t~ere~ 
fQre, he was glad to take that opportullt ily of fJ:ea.~ing . lls h""d­
{"mc!,. of hIm as be could. In the conclufion ot hlSocfpeech; Mr. 
Martin recurred to the fubjefr of the Refofutioos, and, ill a fum­
JUary way, repeated his approbation of theon . 

The Aftorn" Gm'ro~ Sill ARCHIBALD M'DPIIALD, ro[e to 
~intain Ihe I ~al opinions Ilated by himt in T4e[day" debar.~ 
when he \lad laId it down as a pOlitiion, which he would then 
ahide by, that tbe comMon law knew no fuch penon as a ~­
gWt. 1 'he com mOD law only recognized three deCcriptions of gover­
nOli of the kin ,dom, viz. Kio~'s C'ffloa~s R<gni, and King's Lieu­
terwm. He exploined the diltincuons between eaCh clearly, an~ 
bw, th c"j1.dlS R'l"i was a pro ' R tx, endowed with limite<\ 
powers, which had been occafionally (:nlarged, and the power of 
bellowing beneficef, and other fpecific exercifes of autlioritygiven. 
and the Lord Lieutenant oflrcland, was a liviQ~ i(1llance of the 
nature of the office of a King's Lieutel1ant~ W oth re~atd to the 
~·s preferving his political capaci 'ty ~ntir , JlotwlthO:al1din~ 
hi iIhlefs; be faid, he Ihould di ffer with Lord Colce, wit/i 
Chief J . e Hal, Mr. Julliee Forner, and every other grear' 
legal au$ority, if he did not ma intain that .dofuine. In 
an(wer to Sir Grey Cooper, he deJired to put in his ple"t . 
• l1li tdI th~ Honourable Baronet, that if he would give 
~r w1Collble once more to look ()Ver into a boole, the Hon 
Bar_ had often eonfulted, Mr. J uO:ic:e Forner's T rcatife on the 
Priqcjplca of the Rel'oililion, he would find he was millaJcen in 
.... _hi argument. Mr. Attorney ueneral canvaJred Sir 
Gilrf lICCOUPt Of !be trarlNaions ip tile reign of Henry the 
$lid!, and {ajd, at dat time, it wall the law of W land, that 
6CIt _ 110 privilege, "';r WlIS it ti:U the reign of Elizabeth, 
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: ""h~1l a ft_tI1te _ paJl"ed txprefsly for that JlIIrpofe. Th ...... 
'i:cedin,p, th.erdOr:e, tha~ lbc. H;on. BaJronet had fo fuongJy rw... 
1f!~ated, With regard to tbe appeal to the Judges, in tbe c"," of 
, ~r,; 'lIetelllio" 9f the Spqker of the Houfe (>f Commons, who hid 

foulld that Privil~f;e wOll\d lay in th~ S,jlCalcer's ~;ue, Qnd the re­
feren~e of. * }lide;es opinion to the Houfe of Lord"t were /lat 

. fo extraordll1*l'Y; blAt let them be ever fo worthy of cenfure, let 

. Rich;jrd, D\1k~ of Y (>rk, be ever fo gn,at a tyrant, it feryed the 
belter to f~pp(>rt his re;tfoning, and !h,e more 10 fuen~th n .nd 
conlirm the pre~edent(eleaed from that period; b aufe, It p oves 
that,in the worfr of times, the tranfacholl, the precedrnt tbled' 
pad been conftitutio~y regular. T,~ argue againfr all prece: 
d~nts. felea-ed from trouble/orne time.s, was, he faid, a lOtt of 
reafonillg that ~e lamented, and to pronoullce, that no prec ent 
taken from fuch t imes was to be relied on, was to go the lengtb 
of declaring Magna Chorto no aa of Parliament. 

Mr. Wyndham begap a very neat ug'"ment, with fome pointed 
obfervations on wbat had fallen from Mr. Martin, refpellin$ the 
gentleman on his fide of the Houf. . He declared, t/jat il that 
Hon. Gentleman bad not ~on/idered what he had faid, as of high 
confequence; · in his own opinion, he fU!fely would not have tOme: 
forward with affertions altogether. unfoWldcd, and for whi h be 
had affigned no ),eafon. He knew not: whether there wa any 
myllery to be divined from what the H on. G elllleman had faid ~ 
finee fuperfrition aJlign d to animals or no great efr imatiou the 
power of revealing fecrets. ,Ua .... th t.old us, that the gr tea 
perils had been difcovered by the fc reami \lg of Hlt/IPill and .. h.ugh,. 
A. an individual member of the body of men, whom the Hon. 
Gentleman had lafbeu and confured fo /10;" /'''& and fa rcafrically; 
whilfr, at the fame time, he had been fo good to inf< fin and in­
Ilrua the Houfe, ;/1 his information of the party he liked bell:­
he mufr, Mr_ Wyndham faid, as an individual, under the laJh of 
his tacire, tremble for bimfe lf and his f"'ends. 

In ref~ to myfelf, ys he, delicacy' in ces m to fay little, 
but with re(pea 10 the charaeters the Hon. G entleman ha 1-
luded to, 1 mull h y, that in point of ranle, of family, of forWn , 

_of fplendid talents, of known eh. raaer and tried abilities, they 
difclaim a comparifon wit\! the Hon. Gentleman and his friends; 
where triumph 'could not obtain th In hOJlour, or comparifon 
confequence. Tbe Hon. G entleman" therefore, mufr fuppofe 
fome peculiar confequence to be annexed to hi opinion, or tho 
lioufe never would have heard the body .of ruen, he had been 
deferibing, humbled ai they h::d been by tl e ({on. Gentleman.; 
but as he would not on tllat, or any ,~ther occalion, follow the 
HOIl. Gentleman's example, h wouldf qujt all menlion of hill 
Right HOIl. friend, who had been fo p~culiarly difringuithed, u 
to blve been made the fpedal ubjea of fl debate, and not only of 
a debate, but of a rcfoluuon of tba~ ijou.fc. 

• Ravin, 
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Having alf 0 alluded to the adjourllt1)ent of the Hou(e the pre­

ceding day, n account of Mr. 0 .,~ nlnefs,Mr'. \Vyndham pro- ' 
ceeded to deli vcr his opinion on the topics ftated and maintaUI!!t 1:i, 
em the different fides 6f that Houfe. He fJlid, ¥te concurred with tlFe 
dOCb-ine of his Right Hon. friend in it (unell extent; that he had 
intended to deliver his opinion IIpon it to the Committee, but had 
ken (omucb exhaufted, that be\VlIs obliged to {o\:ego his int~tion; 
t~ he w:lS thcn glad he h~d done fo; for he had' been able fince, 
more mature! , to confider tile fubjetl; arla lie was, by. refleCtion, 
IlOI'Ifinned in his opinion. He then adverted to the arguments of 
die AttonU} G"'tra~ who had (1id, it· was totaUy inconfiftent 
.... ith the civil7aw, to allow a full right to the Regency to the Heir 
Apparent; lind even this frrange and prepo!\'erous pro~ofltion, was 
mempted to be fupported on the bafis of analogy-analogy, if 
that could be called fuch, which was 'drawn 'from precedents ir­
relevant to the cafe;n point, and from mufty records, to confound 
~.fOIl, alld wound the conftitution. Th" true jet of the argu­
ment was, he faid, to be drawn not from written law, not from 
precedent; but it depended upon the plain, broad ground of ana­
Jogy only-aI\~logy too clear to be miftaiten, and too forcible to 
tie refifted. Not to confider the right of 'the Prince of Wales to 
the Regency as an hereditary rignr, was to go the length of main­
mining, that tbe two Houfes of Parliament had a • power of new 
mouldmg the conftitution. The confequence of ha7.arding any 
ching, which would approach fo awful a rGeafure, {bould be nioil: 
carefully 'avoided; cabal and tumult muft fucceed, and men 
Jltould therefore adopt tbat, which is not cr itica:lly conftitutional, 
(though be did not mean to infer, tlut any a~ is fo, which in­
vefts the Prince with his fuII and legal powers) than even, by 
Mhcring to the il~ia (pirit of the conftituiion, involve its Tuia 
in the cab I of party, and the tumult of th nation . Such a 
Aruggle, i not a ilruggle for the prefervation of' the couilitu­
tion, but a ftruggle (or its deftruCtion. He rearoned ul'oo' this, 
with great logical acutenefs, and !'aid, that he rather jlldged the 
toodne of a precedent by its confequence, and what the effeCts 
of that con(equence might be, than by the precedent itfelf. Ac­
cording to the doGtrine laid down, Mr. Wyndham faid, a fo­
reigner migbt julH y obCerve, that whenever there was occafion 
for • Re~nt, the two Houfes of Parliament '!lepped in, and 
ga e way the c04ntry. He took ::otice of the various argu­
lIl~nts that hael been adv:tnced, as to what the law was, with re­
rpelt to the care in point, and declared, tbat, in his opinion, one 
of tho (urC>ft ways of determin;'lg what was the law, was 
by determing what Ollght to be the law. Ve can never 
'" what is ri~t, he obferved, until we are in a fituation to 
!mow what i wrong. it was not i11 refpeCt to the precedents 
_d {btl/Ill thal were quoted, tilat the Houfe was to 1001:; in the 
l!efc1n ia/ti!I\Qr, we arc ~o \oole, h~ iufifted/ to ~e al'pJica\liliry 
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ft1te laws, to our prerent lituation, and not to the inlell1ion of 

the framers. If it could be proved, that it would be beuet for: 
."the c.ountry, and. more c;o~fiftent w.ithl the conftitution, to bue 

.... . !!Ie fight of e1elting a King to reft III the two Houfes of Parlia­
me~~, in preference to an. b.ereditary monarchy, It would be a 
legItImate argument; but If It cannot, by practice or experience. 
be proved, that fuch a cbange would be betcer, the Houfe would 
do au elf entia! ~ifcbief, by acquiefcing in the prepofterous d .... 
mands of the MIIlt!tcr. He adverted to the motive of the Mi­
nill:er., and faid, they well knew what WaS working at the bottom; 
but men "fcre not looking at the cotl~ideratiol\ they ouzht to look 
to, but were making it a perfona! quell:ion. 

They ~ad been told, properly enough, that tbey il,ould not con­
ltder the virtues of the Great PerfOJ"age, who had the !irOllgell: 
preferable claim. to the Regency, :IS any argument; and )et~ 
if the virtues of his MaJell:y, (which all mull: readily admit) 
were held out as feafons for limitiJ~g the powers of tbe Re­
gent; they ought to take in the vinues !)f the other Perfonage a~ 
the fecurit}' for his Majefty's returni~I~ to the Government: but 
it was thought that the cull:ody of the King's Prerogatives were 
more fecure in the hands of. the Parliiament, than in thofe 0 the 
Heir Apparent. Mr. Wyndham pa,id many handfome compli­
ments to the good fenfe and nobJe difpolition of the Prince of 
Wales. He was forry to lind that tile dan~erou CXptriOleno of 
curtailing the Prero ative, fbould begin WIth fo amiable a dla­
raaer; and whatever the Chancellor of the Exchequer's reafons 
might be for diminifbing it, he was happy to thi11ic, that it was 
110t from a fufpicion, that his Royal Highncfs would not fill his 
exalted Hation with.wifdom, truth, andjullice. Mr. Wyndham 
next took notice, that in one of the laft Regencie , the latter of 
thofe in the r;Jgn of Henry the Sixth, the Duke of York wa. 
made Regot, b~caufe he was Prefumptive Heir to the rown; 
and thence he argued, that the Prine,: of \ "Ialcs, being Heir Ap.­
rent, had a better pl&a, and the public ad a better Il:curit)' fOf 
/lis ta£ing due care of the interell:s Qf the kingdom; a no other 
perfon was fo much interell:ed in itl: profperity. He reprobated 
the projeCt propofed in the third Refolution, and faid, his mi11d 

- . revolted at the idea of luch a COQ,.fi p.rlWt, for fo it was, let what 
would be fai of it. He declared for one, he did not place great 
reliance on the reafoning of lawyers upon fuch fubjec • He in­
lifted, that without attempting to dctraCl: from rheir merit, fuch was 
the nature of their proceedings in WeJtminfler.Ha!I, that although 
a perfon rna)' be well ttuali~d to acquit himfelf tbere, yet, in the 
prefent ~~ll:io\1, their aJlill:a!,ce may provo more injurious thall 
Qtherwife. Tbe Houfe, he prefumed, wilhed to bring . matters 
to a ~rirlS, the mofi> favourable to l:be welfare of the ~nlldom. 
tnd, tb r (PIe, G~l1tl men in the I a~ke of tilt pnwrJlQII. 0{ 
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·Rirbr, and encouragement of ",ranI" may be capable of ruc~ 
ceedin, ill f"rb c~fe .. thougll to~lIY~inade~Uate to judge p~ 
pel'ly on the prerent J'mportant COli itutional ~ellion. Mr" 
W y0d4am fajel, 4~ di .. no~ lik~ tilof" lDJXims \V~ich could n • 
be . ~omp.tel!el1dec\; nor did he admire: llrtc;;;jents <ltaWll from 
pOles of fuch tumult ~nd confu/iollt as th<;lfe llIat \liflinguilhe<l 
,he perio~ from the appointm~nt of t1~~ J')l!ke pf yorlt to; the 
Regency, in the latter put ot ~e r·.ign of f{enry the Sixth. 
'] be fll~ confe~uepces that followed, was a f4J1icient condem­
nation 01 the precedent in .his .nind. He ad<\ed a variety of .other 
reafoniog io 'fuppQrt of Mr. Fox's opinio~ which, with fuch 
analogy on the one fide, and fuch dear and firong reafoning on 
the OIlier, appeared \0 him to be unqudliO!1:1.bly the bett e, a(gu­
mellt of the IWU that had been advanced upon the fubjeCt , 

Mr. Mltrti .. faid, the Han. Gentleman bad ""cu(ed him of not 
baving fpoken to the Q:teftion; he appealed to the Haufe, whe~ 
cher be had not fpolc<n to it in a gen!eral V;"y, both at the be­
,inning and end of his fpeech. Tile .reafon why he had alludecl 
to a change of Adminiftration, he faid, was the having heard the 
ltigbt HOIl. Gentleman over the way introduce 'the fubjeer in 
hi' fpeech in the Committee; and, he had always underllood, 
that a debate on a report of a Committee, was confidered as a 
continuation of a former debate. Mr. Martin (aid, he was will­
ing to impute the perfonal rude treatment of him, rather to the 
heat of the momenr, than to any intention.\,departure from that 

• ,ood breeding, that made fo elrential a part of the ~on. Geotle­
man's character. 

Mr. CbriJIian {aid, after the VOte he had given, he topk the 
.. -lieft opportunity of coming forward, and boldly meeting the 
~efrion. He profeJfed he was forry tbe ~eftion was brought 
forward at all; but, as it had been brought fortvi~d, he tbqugll~ 
it was th.e duty of that Houfe ro a/fert its rights, and d~cide H*m 
tOl· the benefit of pollerity. He was Mr, however, prepared to. 
110 the le'lgth of the t1liKd Refolution, and ljj:gged not to be con­
hdered as precluded by his vote of Wednefday, from di1retlting, 
with the Right Hon. Gentleman at lh,e head of the Exchequer 
on dloe quellion-. Mr. Chri{liau faid, that after the glorious ef­
s..!b of the R el'olution, he tbou~~ t WI. ought to ac1 in the fame· · 
_y, to declare the Prince of w ales Regent, as 'Vur ancellors 
had c1cdared . Prince of Orange ini?' and to addrers hi' Royal . 
Hichncfs to ac cpt the RegeMY. Hie faid, he did not thinle it 
ript to place any relll'iClions whatever Oil the Prince, while all­
i"i as Reg· t. 

"'Mr. HIlIl/ing" be W elch Judge) "bfervcu, that ro importnllt 
.plica, at that under di{cullion, hold not engaged their atten­
Ii_ iacc that fame memorable Revolution, that gave us a free 
Coaftitutioa, ;uld ICcumi \/IIr liberti .. In 0Ul unfortUllate crifi 
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Uk~ the prefent, when there was a fufptnlion of the enrc:l/"e of 
the Royal Authority; thelpcople of the land ought to reopair the 
~ll. He faid, he agreed with many Gentlemen on the; otbet 

'fide, in their premifes, but /lOt in their application. No mall 
lIad a greater dHli1ce to make patliamcntary dec;lo.ration of 
l:onfti~utionaJ rights than he had, nor would he e"er COll­

fent' to any fuch declarations, but where tho> necellit)' .b­
folutely requirO>d it; his opinion was, that the Hou(e of om­
moos ou~ht to fpeale by its actions, and not in word ; in ,he 
prefent cafe, he thought an unavoidable neceffity did r~quiee a 
declaration of the rights of the Houfe, and he would tell the Houfe 
why. The ~efl:ion of Right had been challenged, The Right 
Hon. G~ntleman ov<c againn him, at the very lirn moment, 
when the Royal Incapacity was eftabliOJed, in a manner fatif. 
fallory ro that Haufe, had rifen, and afferted tbe Peince's Right. 
Let him remind tty, Houfe of what the Right Hon, Gentleman 
had himfelf faid, for tbe manner of the declaration WAS marerial. 
With a franlcnFfs that did him honour, the Right Hon, Gentle­
man afi'erted (he Prince's Right; and he had fince told th m, that • 
he had long lived in confidential habits with th Hdr Apparent. 
The affection ftruck every I1l31l with its novrlty, and it went 
forth, and made as much imprcffion on the minds of the public, 
as it bad done on tbe minds of mat Houfe. An opinion coming 
{rom fuch a quarter, with all the weight of am'\zing talents, and 
high charaCter, and tl'im the known confidence, with which that 
Right Hon, U entleman was honoured by the PrinC(:, could not 
poffibl), be overlooked, It afterwards appeared, that the Ri~ht 
HOIl. Gentleman's words bad been mifconceiv , but, accord,n; 
to his own ~x~lanation, it turned out, tha.~ his argument WlIS not 
mifraken. A nvble relation of his, who had long ftood die. 
tinguilhed as ;t'tricd and faithful watchman of me land-mark~ of 
the Conftitution, flared in another plat", the doClrinc that the 
Right Hon. Gentleman had broached ill that Hou I as it hAd 
been rollveyed to hi~; and it was no wonder that he caught ':tt 

it with avidity, and took the opportunity of dedaring, in the wit 
public de mbly he could addrefs, th.t fo novel a claim had been 

~ m:ule; to have done lefs, would have {unlc his character, H ppy 
had that iodiu=retioll, in fuch a charaaer, and at futh a mOlllent, 
proved, (lnCe it had obrained the HouCe the favour of h02triug a 
full explanation, what WllS the meanin.!: of the Right Hon, G,m­
tleman, Mr. Hardinge faid, he admired the wonderful 3Qilities 
of the Ri~ht Hon, Gentleman; but even with thofe abilities, ne 
did not think be would be able to fupport his own .egume,,!, and 
he would prefendy explain why be thought fo. It had indeect 
hun averr d, by an illuftrions perfon_ge, in another pIa, '~, I,bal 
f;be Heir Appar<'nt would ncvu- om forward to mut h,s cI:I".., 
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as 6f a Right; 5ut who was there who could inform the Houfc; 
that the Right had been, in any inftan~;e, difavowed 1 The cbal': 
lenge of Right, therefore, remained undecided I and ought.... _ 
quefiion of that nature to be ;{brunk from, and fuffered to go' 
down to pofterity unrefolved? What was the pretence for not 
agitating it 1 Civil tumults, and a variance, might poffibly take 
place berween tbe two Houfes. He denied the cbance of eidier ; 
but (uppofe civil tumults had enfued, was a Brjti/h Houfe of 
Commons to be deferred from doing its duty, hy a dread of po­
pular mifconfiruClcion of their proceedings. By the Right Hon. 
Gentleman's declaration, he would frate what he took to be the 
R ight Hon. Gentleman's meaning, tha,t on th e incapaeinr of the 
King to excrcife the Royal Authority" there attaches 1{ right to 
the Heir Apparent, to exercife the ROJraJ Authprity, JI" fame Of 

if his MbjllJ bad unikrgme a natural ikmift. Mr. Hardingc faid, 
he would Itop a little to examine the fences ''ld outworks of fuen 
a poIition, before he entered on the ~ubfiance of it. He then 
defired the Houfe to take notice, that Ithe Right was not to at­
tach, tiD uti'" the King's incapacity hOld been ikclored by the two 
Houfes o( Parliament, and the two Houfes had adjudged the 
Right to belong to the Heir ·Apparell1t. This circumllance he 
laid a firefs on, and a/ked how it was pClffible for any man to con­
c~ive, that fuch a Right could fo atta"h 1 What, was the Heir 
Apparent to wait, not only for the declaration of the two Houfes-, 
but for their adjudication? Oil the aaua! de\'nife of the CrowlI, 
did the new King wait for a declaration of Parliament of h,is fa­
tiler's death, or for their adjudication of his Right 1 Cert:;linly 
not, it would be abfurd in itfelf, and highly inexpedient that he 
fbouJd. The Rigbt Hon. Gentleman, he obferved, had com­
pued jt ~o tbe cate of an eleCtion of a Member of Parliament: 
but, furel)" there waS no analogy between the fwo cafes; tbe 
proof that a candidate is eligibre, a majority of gooo' votes, a 
free eleCtion, and a return cOllftitutes Ithc one cafe, and makes a 
Member of Parliament. 0 He would faJ! a v€ry few words to the 
Rigbt HOII. Gentleman, becaufe a very few words would /hew 
that the onftitution it(clf decided llbe point. Mr. lIardinge 
obferv~d, that there were different doglrees of incapacity. The .­
child on the knee, the fecond chud (the dotage of .. old age) the 
perpetual child (the ideot) the deliri um of a Tever, the de.1irium 
with do'., abC. nee, and a variety of others, II cafes in point.. 
The infiult on the mother's knee, was Iprovided for by the prece­
dent in the infancy of Henrv V I. when the Duke of Gloucefier 
was th Regent. There ;.s, he faid, no one cafe of a Regent 
who bld not been fettered one way or another, nor one tllat bad 
been "'If-a~point'ed, nor one that had pretended a Right to alTume 
it. Having Ihued thefe pro,pofitions, he faid, be would pUl(ue an 
idea darted by a learned friend of hi!:, viz. with regard to the 
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: two Regency BilI~ one ag~tlltcd in the reign of George the s.-
• cond, the other In tile rei of the Iprefent King. He held a 

'[ copy of th Preamble to the wo Bills in hi, band. He tben pro­
f cc;e.Xd to ftate the tendency of each, aJ~d /hewed, that they botb 
re~ommended the dif,;"herifon of the right Heir, whoJ \ tile 
Duke of Cumberland III one cafe, ami the la~ Duke of York i.a 

. the otper; and yet nobody thought it a hardlhip, althou ~h Duke 
; o.f Cumberland was .at that t ime in th~e plenitude of "his popu~­

!city, and the Admlntftratlon was peculliarly a wbig Adminifhati 
under ¥r. Pelh:un, who, though not" very brilliant, wa an able 
Minifter, and an honell: man. But 1110 perfon bad complained 
of the meafur., as a meafure of injufl ice; nor did it fuggeft itftlf 
to the min" of any one man, tbat the reftraints impofed on the 
PrincefsofWales {who was named as the R egent, ~d not the 
Duke of Cumber! d) was f1nconfritlJtional. The lecond Bill 
was chiefly copied from the lirft, and created gre"t debates in that 
Houf., the walls of which almoft ,ung yet, as it were, with the eccbo 
of a p-cltl Regent. He faw a Gentl"man, wno was a Mcmbcc 
in both Parliaments, and, moft probably, in the Houf. whea 
each Bill.was debated (Mr. Welbore JWis); he called upoel that 
Right Hon. Gentleman to nate, if in. either cafe., there bad once 
occur.red, any idea of doing an injurJl to the right of the Heir 
Pcefumptive, or any other perfon . . Belides, who were the 
lawyers of thole days, when the Jan JBm was agitoted! Had the 
Hou(e heard of fuch m n as Sir D udlt:y Ryder, Lord MOil field, 
Lord Hardwicke, and other great Conftaut,onm Magifirate&l 
After dwelling for fome time on theft! two Rege ncy Bills, M r. 
Hardinge took notice of what Sir Grey Cooper had r.;d of tbe 
hiftory of the times in the 31 ft and 32d of Henry V J. and tiWI, 
that if tbe Duke of Yo, k was the t)'lont, that he had been de­
fcribed, how muc~.ftronger did it mal e the calC: in favour of • .he 
argument on. the" fide I The better was that precedent (urely, 
which 'was taken, from troublefome times, and haJ undergone 
confiderable difcuJljon a ~d dilpute. But th cafe of the Revo­
lution had' been mentioned, and relied on as a cafe that applied. 
At tbe time of the Revolution everyone of the incapacities, 
ftated on the prefent occafioo, had been canvalfed, and it was 

- wonderful bow nearly the doctrines, ol'the high Tories, r fembled 
. thofe of the Rif,41t Han. Gentleman oppofite to him; but the 
.' ~evolutioll and the prefent c:jfe were paraUel cafes; ijlthough the 

noble Lord in the blue ribband, who h,e was forry he did not fee iA 
his place, had laid (0 mych ft"fs uPO" it, and ur~ed rhe Hou e 
to do as the Houfe had done 3t rhe time of the Revoiuti()u-go 
firait forward to their point, and immediately dec! re a Regent, 
as their anceftors had, at the Revolutil/n declared, a King. {'be 
noble Lord, he confelfed, had made a moft ingenious fpeech, and 
had remon d witll great fore and a(:ute tlef~; but ruthough, in 
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~neral, hi~ memory was equally ready and correa, it happened 
~hat the noble Lord' WlS materiallytncorreGl in aJmo/l every olle' 
in(bu1ce of referenc~ to the Revolution. 1'he noble Lord bad) 
repeatedly faid, that Houfe declared the' Throne vacant, al~ l.he , 
Prince of Or.n~e Kin¥;, without .entering on the difcuffioo of 
theoretical quefhons. rhe fila was notorioully otherwite. So 
far from it, that one of the moft fubtle theoretical quel1ions was 
dif~ujfed and decided ill that Houfe, that ever was framed , A 
declaration reftlCaing the app'ointmellt of William and Mary, tI) 

be King and Q:lcen jointly, with a definition of the, feparatl! 
powers of cacho The noble Lord had faid, he was 1I0t for le­
gi/lation .-why I-bec:aur. we had aKing upon the Throne. That 
HouCe did legillate at the pcrlod of the Revoluti0/'j and, "s a 
proof that they bad legiOated, Mr. Hardinge produced and read 
a copy of the Refolution of the Lords Sp'tltua! and Temporal 
... .1 Commons refpeCling King William and Q;leen Mary, which, 

ith fome degree of iJor\y, he {aid was a trille, a mere fpirt of le­
tiOation, not worth nOllce! After marking the ftrong difference 
1>etween the Revolution and rhe prefent cafe, fms:e, in the fonner, 
the natural and politic .. l capacity of the King was gone; whereas, 
in tbis cafe, his Majdly's 'political capacity remained entire, al­
though his natural capacity would not pcrmit him to exerciCe it. 
Mr. Hardinge proceeded to obCerve, that the Right Hon. Gentle­
n,an [ecmed to confound hereditary and deClive Right. L. 
poil't of law, King Ja",e~ was a King afC~r he left Great Brirnin, 
,,"d continued fo till the end of his life; but the Conftitution 
(aid "4, and would nor permit him to aa as King of England 
after his abdicarion. The Right Hon. Gentleman would proba­
bly alk, was the Crown hereditary or eleClive 1 He would fay 
heredirary, and it undoubtedly was fo; but if the King upon 
the Throne conduaed himfelf in fuch a monner as to forfeit 
hi Crown, it b came deaive. And there the ad-tantage of the 
H eir Apparent came round again, as Serjeant Maynard had faid 
at t.he time of the 'Revolution, " when there was a dtfea III the 
qercife of the exe Olive power, that Houfe had a right to make 
a provilion for it, but they muG 1I0t violate the hereditary right 
of the Crown." In proof that care was taken of this, he meJl- _ 
tiolled the ACl of Settlement, which was fo much ill favour of 
Mllry, who e i£rue had preference to the Heirs of WiIIi".IIl •. ' 
After a great Illllny ingenious and appolite obfervation~, Mr. ' 
Hardinge concluded a very able fpeech, with dedarinl§> that it 

. hIghly neceJlary for the Houfe to vote the ReMution then 
under cOJllideration . 

• Yr. A41n'thtr and Afr. B.rlt rofe together, but the (ormer 
p/)Clined t1..: hearrng. He began a very animated reply to Mr. 
Hanlinge, witb conrradiClin.g his ,,£renion, that James the Se­
co d \\, a: King to the cod of his life. He attxkcd the third 
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, Rt:~oluti n as contradictory of the principal rcCalution. He took 

I ot1~e, of Mr, Pitt's dedarati ,lbat every 1ll.41 in his Majd~y' 
dOIJllmons bad a good a tagH to the Regency ~s the Prmcc of 
W I".), a.doari!,e which he rcprol1atcd.and c~lld ·m lled. c~y 
fituatron lit foclety, he Caid, had cettalll dulles attcnJaht on It, 

• bu.t the country had an int.relt in the perron of the Prihce of 
:r .,Ies, . wblC:h they had not in any other perfon; whence the 

lin nee was In an efpeeial manner protecled by the 1."1" , and 
h\d many peculiar rights and privilege, and whence r~fuhe 
his ~yal Highncfs's Rlgbt to tbe "ogenc), of this Country. He 
was ach owledged to be the nnly perl'on, who could be propofed 
as a (andid:ite, and tbe only one who could be elected . Between 
thefe claims ~o the {upreme authority, and an aauJI Right, thofe 
'who could "" ufi dehne the JJffercncc, Yet by the mode now 
propofcd, it was not ; mpoffiblc but /'wo Regents might be tk!ltd 
hy the two Houtes of Parliament. .'\nd if any pufon exificd, 
t hnt c1a.imed the fov~reignty 011 different grounds from the 
reigning family, it was 1I0t impofiibJe that fuch perC on might be 

. nominated. - Wh}' then was this hazard to be incurred I And 
why were they, 'in their proceedings, to depart from every rule 
of analogy, and ever), prInciple of the ~onfiitution I He obfel ved, 
t hat the monarchy of Great Britain was her.dirarr, ollly on ac­
cou nt of its pubhc utility, and contended that public utility w-~s 
egually dependant on the Regency being hereditary; if we made 
it a matter of appoint t, we made it 3 perf~a matter of can­
vas, and might h"ve one Regent appointed by the Houfe of 
Lords, and another by the Houfe of Commons, After men­
tioning the Prince's firia right in one part of the kingdom, viz. 
Scotland, Mr. Anfiruthcr admitted, it was not quite fair to 
purfue the analogy of the Prince's right" to private efiate how­
ever it might ap ~. He next corrected what he termed a com­
plete mi fiak in Mr. Hardinge, and at length returned ag:lin to 
the thi rd Refolution, the meaning of which he faid was, that 
the Houfes of Lords an Commons were t%rli. the great fea l 
of England, and i{[ue out a commiffion to paiS a billlegiOared 
.by ~he two Houfes ; he afked, would a bill fo i{[ued haye his 
Majellv's con fe nt ? Mofi undoubtedly it would not; their own 
Relolutions on the table would giye: the lie to it; and if they 

'. could pafs one 11, tbo:y mi aht pafs more, They might cono­
nue forging the gr at feal for a day, a week, a mo~th, ,11 year, 
and if they pleafed for ever. Mr, Anltru·her a!ked; Iflbls could 
be fo ealily done, and was to pafs for law, why b:ul not our an­
cefiors, at the period of the Revolution,. dragged the Thames 
for the great fe .. l, and done the fame 3S was IT\eant to be done 
now. 'Chey might by the h.Ip of tbe fame fort of forgery, 'have 
kept the kingly power jn their OWJl hand, '2nd bud nothing to 
do with WiJlialll Mary. If it coul be done in on inftanc~, 
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it might be d9ne in any; they mil:ht lop off 9ne branch ort 
prtrogative, and then allother" ,a,nd [0 by degrees, till there w:>s I 
nO prerogative left. Mr. Anfti ther reprobated the preceoellt 
in Henry the Sixth's time, and-in terms of great afperity cfClfured 
the mode of, pa1!ing the bill propofed in the third Refolution. 
He called it a clumly, abfurd, wicked projeCt, and faid the Com­
miJlioners would be fucb perfea plIppetS, that they would have .... 
110 voiC'c of their own of all~llt or dillent. He recapitulated the- ' 
cafes of Edward ~U. Richard II. and Henry V!. and faid wh .. t 
had been called a Council of Regency in the latter's ~eign had 
been ' l\o fuch thing, but a Coullcil which the Barons~nt to 
have put above the King himfclf. The Council 'collfdl:ed of 
five of his brothers, and the reft were his ncar fla tions. A 
learned friend of his, in jufiification of prccedeo/,,_ taken from 
troublefome times, had (aid, if they condell'med thofe precedents 
merely on that acoount; they might as well fay, Magna Charta 
waS no Aa of PArliament. He £bould be forr~ to fay, that 
Magna Charta was no Aa; but he bad ever conhdered Magna 

I Cbarta as an objeCt of admiration and reverence, on account 
of its intrinfic merit. After fame cafua! rem a"'-s on offices ex- ' 
ccuteu by minors, he concluded his fpeech with dedaring, that 
he never would confem fhat the Houfe 1hould >,ote the tbird 
R efoluoOll. 

MI'. Blnr{cy made a {hort fpecch in reply, but tbe Houfe 
happened to be fo much out of order, that what he [aid, could 
llot be heard with fuffici.Ilt diftinctnefs fo colleCt the line of his 
~r~ument, further than that he thought, the urgency of the oc­
calion made 1l: neceffary to appoint a Regent; but that Gentle­
men on the other fide, fecmcu to think it neceffary to "ppoint a 
King. 

Mr. DlmpJl I' beggtd leave to propore an amendment to the 
feconu RefolutioD, which would refcue thenl·from the greateft: 
tole ifin h ever faw. Mr. Dempfl."r faid, tile Revo!tmon was 
no prL'C dent in point for the plcfent grucccdulg. Our King 
was nOt likely to be 'c",pc:lled the throne, brcnu[e he wlls a King 
lovell by his fubjefu; but he was a man, aild conJequently fub­
j to all tbe cal Illicies and illfinuities of htunaJl nature. We 
had at thi tim a Prloee of Wales, the If eir Apparent to the 
throne, of rull e. Why tben £bould we hal:e a king made 
up like nothing tllat ever was conceived before, all un-whig, 
ul)-Ipry-likc, .odd, awlt.war~ alwUlalous mon!!er! He declared 
he flood u as U Independent ri}an, cOIlOeCl:cd with neither 
part}"; the llJ1)end~nt he bad to propafe, was an ameooment of 
I)i own, without con Wtllti01l, and wJthout connivance; he did 
lIot even IuIQ • whether his a:nendment would be (econded; but 
fuch a it was, ~ wo..Jd move it, that he might at leall endea­
"0lIl" IX) prClerve the COI\Iliw cion from w~ . ared to him I<> 
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be dangerou". His kll _~dment was, to Ieaft 0IIt !he "'O~ 
" Right," bec~u(e their / way of declaring rht lr Right, _ 
not to. ""prefs It by a wonl, oue by rhe egerc,'e of it; and wi_ 

. that View, he (lIould. fJrther move to leave out rhe wordi .' .. 
IYlh _",ur til I~ ~"'I"'? if tb. Ctlft 1ItItJ apptm: t# rlfNi, "anoI 
Infert, .. by priftnt"., on adJrefs t1 tb. Prin<t if Il/tUtt, H.i,. 
Apt>orml, 0Ni. if I"U tlgt, hu~fJ btjitch!ng bim 10 10k. II}'. h~ 
fty the adr/Unijlroll.,. if th. mHI alld mllilary g~.Jlr'tntnt of tM 

• Wintry, dltring Ih. incapa&ity if hit Maj!fly, and n. I.,'glr.' Mr • 
. -Qempll:er took notice of rhe reports rha< were abroad that e 

~ " '<H ' ' m 4.; es now gOlllg on In ulClt oUle, w~re with .t view to pre-
vent a ' hange in the Miniftry; he faid, he thought no fucb pal_ 
try con f'\derations ought to fway their minds in rhe progrdi of I" imporl'.nt a proceedi ng. He had f~t in that Houfe near twenty 
years, and feen " new Minill:ry aim oil: every year. He con. 
cluded with moving to leave out the word .. Right." • 

M r. Courtmay [econded the amendment. 
T he SplOltr read the amend ment, and put the quell:ion upon it. 
Mr. Pswyt [aid, he conceived the profent quel!ion would turn 

merely on ihe word .. Right." If any law exilled, it ought 
to be, that the Prince of Wales ihoil id talce upon himfeJf rhe 
Regency, but there being no law, it would be more conllitu­
tional ,ban the other mode of procreding. 

The queftion was then put, and carried, thar" the word 
right" Il:and part o.~ the Refolution. 

The quell:ion was alfo put, that the words " in Juch marlntr as lb • 
• x;gtncy ollht caft Inay apptar t. ,·tquirt," Il:and part of the Refolution. 

M r. Pswyr rofe again and (aid, had the quell ion been rug­
gell:ed three days fooner, he fbould have been one of the /irft to 
have rifen to fec ond it. He faid , helhould alway confid r the 
honourable awJ learned Gentleman over the way, whether in or 
out of oJIice, as one of the /irft legal authorities in that Houfe a 
and as he was ready to. confefs, when he was convinced byargu­
ment. Which he [ooy:tiOles was, by wh'1l he heard in that Houfe; 
fo he now acknowledged, that by the Hon. Gelltleman's di[­
tinaion, between the cafe of the Revolution and the prefent 
cafe, and the difference that he had laid down, between tbe na­
tural and political capacity of the King being both at an end, 
whereas in ihis cafe, his Majell:y's political capacity was entire, 
altho' he was not in a Il:ate of natural capacity to execute his kingly 
office; he was convinced, the opinion that rh Revolut:on a/forded 
a cafe in point, waS erroneous ; and that tbofe precellents, wbich 
he had not thought. much in point, be now conceived were very 
much in point. That of Henry VI. was not ftricHy fo, becaufe, 
when the Duke of York was Regent, he !epreCcnted a King; 
and there was a Parliament at that time, a coauniffion being le­
gally jffueci, gi.iag a general power <to hold it. Mr. Powy faid, 
be thou he th Ref< Jution Jiable to objection. He wi1bed the 
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lirft perfon ,i n the kingdom, might lilt called ~pon 1:0 t:tk., fh~ 
government. In l'rote.1ing.th t rig! .. of the crown, he proteCt­
ed the intere/l:s of tbe (>Copre. For what were tbe rights of the 
cr!>wn I only the powers vell:cd in the crown, for the prefervd- . 
tion ·of the i'1ltcr!,lI:s of the ·people. , As the Refolution lI:ood,. 
"tbci were putting them!elves in difg uife to maim and mutilate 
<he ConMtuti6/). They , were putti ng into tbe hands of the 
'crOwll, the royal aR'ent, without the regal will. , 

Tjle Cham.!/lor of lb. EKChtgutr faid, he would troubl e th e 
HOllee with a v.cry rew words, becaufi~ he thought th at difcwili,, ·: 
would come more regularly~ -in another lI:age. He r" ,~ the 
amendmellt, and -{aid tbat the wor~ls, " All H ,ir A/parmi" 
'feomed to juftify_the Prince's claim to right; and fo by a ll equi­
vocal turn to cOl)tTadia the ' Refolotio". Now, as he _oneciveil 
every part of, the Haufe wOllld agr"e with :,im, that (ueh a 
claim, if arrcrt~.d, fhould not be aflerb~d obliquely, and by a nde 
wind, 'h'e though t it would . be better that [rye Refolution fiood, 
as it did b~fore . With regard to the quefiion, Whether the 
Prince of Wales,· as Regent, .!bould have the whole royal power, 
or only a part; ·till . that point W"", afe:ertaiJ\ed, it bad bet~er not 
be difcufihl ; at any rat the. Houfe' ought not to be taken by 
fllrprize, and have fueh an amendm·ent put upon it; on a fud-
den. . 

Mr_.Fo .• faid, 110 man Icr., than he" , would approve of giv ing 
the que!hon a new [urn, without ' tbe Ho,ofe havi ng a 'proper 
t ime to .confider of it. He apprehended, from the words of the 
third RcColutiol1, that one ot the points was determined; not, 
that he meant by allY means to fay, ~hat he approved, he had 
conteLlded again!l it; but having contended in vain, he fh ould 

. make his lI:al1d at auother poft. Hie was prepared to contend, 
that the thiro Refolution, by putting the tWo H ~· . fes into a ca­
p acity to (laCs a bill, did, what he had gr •• r doub:s 'he Houfe 
c ould not do, antecedent to the declaring a Regent. M r. Fox 
then {mced, that the amend ment then move4, and the Reiolmion 
j t/elf, were equlllly taking rhe Houie by fillprize, and tha t pof­
.bly the nat,ural W dY of proceeding, would be to adjourn the 
de~atc till next day or MOLlday . 

Mr. Drlllpjler laid, he c.xpeaed tihe debute to liniCh, but he 
\v:lS wilt ing to waive the words " lleir .Apparent.' 

Mr. Burl. faid, lhey did not in the fmallell: degree tend to 
OverturIl, the Refol"tion. A perfon ()ffull age was the fittofi to 
he guardian. of ~ perf on in a fiate of incapacity. The name of 
the Prince of '\.\1' al .when they clonfidered who he was, was 
fueh, th~t he \IVa rtainly .properlly defcl'ibeq in the amend , 
ment. , 

ivIr. FJ/r thoul\ht the. Houfe bad decided that already, at leaft 
he Wai convinced it bad b..,en carri,ed againll- him, and to that 
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<lecilion Ii bowed. He aJked, W hether 'the Hon. Gei:ltlemqj 
might not waive the Re(ol~ion. He Ihould not willi, any more 
than the Right Han. G.'ltl.man, that thould be done by a 1ide 
~I~d, which had been ~xprefsly decided before, 

I he Chanu[b;r if Ib .. Ex<b<qo ... faid, that he muft (ljU conU­
der,the third Refolution, .as conne ted with the fe£ond, and 
g~yll1,g the true dcfcnplion of the only way of proc;ceding con­
fhtutlOnallv, to tak.c the neceU:,,·y me.fures in th.is imporUnt 
crifls . ~ 

1I1r. Burke, with fome warmth, called upo~ the country !{e~: 
, en, to be more careful how they voted in future. 1 her 

might lOW fee the conrequenees, of blindly voting with a Mini­
iter fa they {carcely koew what. He wilhed. to awaken their 
vig il:)n. , that th~1r honour and jntegrity might be Ilrer. roed 
from danger, a~ that they might not be entrapped. O"e per­
fon, lie [did, had a feherne againa their lirnplicity, which he had 
practifed Ilop by {fep, till he had them fo rail entangled, that 
they could 110t get back. The Right Han. Gentleman had per­
fuad cd thCOI to vote a firll: Refolution, and then a fecood, and 
now he told tbem they mull: vote a third. 

The Chancellor of the Excheqller rofe with much heat, and ex­
prelfed a!lonilhment at what the Right Han. GentlclTY.Ill (Mr. 
Burke) had filitl. He delired gentlemen to Tecol1e~t, whether, in 
his conduCt throughout ehe proceeding, he hnd . I'er done any thi n .. 
that looked like a dcfign to entangle <lr entrap them. The thir 
Refolution was, il1' his opinion, the only conaitutional mode of 
carrying the fe('ond into effect, If any perron coulJ (hew ano­
ther mode e'luolly conail~lional, 'lild better <:l!culated for fup­
plying the ddiciency, he was rcady to adopt it. He hoped, he 
ihou ld not agoin be told, that he was eudravouring, to entrap 
gentlemen. 

Mr. lv/," o7In rofe; he f:rid, he hoped the country gentlemen, 
would not be led away, by the fophiary or ingenuity of the grC3t 
men all clther fide of the Haufe. He begged to fay, that after 
wha. he bad hea faid ill that Ho e, and without doors, be 
thought it l{eceHary for Parliament to declare, that it was their 
right, and their Juty, to provide lhe meanS for fupplying the de­
fect i,1 the cx~rcif~ of the Royal Aut ority. Mr. Marlbam did 
the Chan'i/!!Ior of the Exchequer the jullice to declare, that 
throughout the whole of the bulillefs, he had not only condua .d 
himfelf unexceptionably, but in a manner bighly to his credit. 
He did not, h. {aid, mean to in"nu.te, that th Prinee had no 
Right. He had, h. faid" but plain com.,non feofe, but bc,could 
not help thiJlking, there was a more ,plalll melho<! of com~ eo . 
.the point_ He was defirous of recelvrng every light Ihe "nit. 
Lale"ts and information of the Houfe could caa; but much III 
the dark. he co Oed himfelf to be, relative to the refiti iOlls 
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taeendtd to be impoted on tbe power of the Regent. The ~tlO. 
lutions, be conceived, were very fdr, f!om being plain and intd. 
ligible; but fraught wlth that [ublletjf and intricacy, which, in 
a bulinefs of fuc~, vafi: concern to tbe -Empire, ougbt to ha1&e 
been pro(cribed. Why not at once go up with an AddrelS to • 
the Prince I and pray him, in this ft,dluJpenjion of Royal Autho_ 
rity, to take the executi ve Government under his proteaiC/n. 
What an illulhious charaaer (the Duke of York) h~d [aid 
in another place of his Royal Brother, augured well or the 
Prince, and Ilriltingly mulhated his attention to the true. in_ 
terelll .of the nation. The Prince's delicate fituation oul'~' {o 
be conlidered; he' felt it as much a,~ them all, and W~· t ·addi ­
tional poignancy. For his part, he thought it the intere of tho 
Prince of Wales, in common with tbem all, to do a thing 
to make the kingdom Ilouriib . , 

Mr. Chri/li(ln declared, he fc",cely knew which way hc ought 
to vote. l1e did not wiib to !hrink from his duty; but the po{~ 
libility of voting away the Rights 01 the Crowh, under pretence 
of defending the Rights of the Peopl':, Ilaggered him. 

Mr. Rvfou,ortb very Ilrcnuoufiy C. conded the "",endment. 
Their cunduct, he faid! had hitherto, been wrong; it was time 
to think. of what was flght .- They had done wrong from tho 
beginning, by letti ng any perf on COO1e down to that Hou fe but 
the Princ6 of Wales.- They had pafied the fecond of theCe Re­
iolutiu ... , as a reply to an ,,/fertion which had £:illen from one 
Right H on. Gentleman (Mr. Fox) rcfpeCting the Right of the 
Prince ;-they !hould accede to this amendment, as a repl y to 
d,. declaration of another Rib41t Hon, Gentleman (Mr. Pitt) 
" That the Prince hod no more Right to the Executive Autho­
rity th:in any other fubjcCt !"-Had George II . Mr. Rufbworth 
alked very rarcibly, becn attacked in the year '745 by the fillne 
malady with his proCeat Majdt)" and had any perl'On thus im­
penched tbe R ights of Frederick, th" then Prince of ~ales­
It we, e a li ngular matter of contemplation, how fuch a declara­
tion would have been the;, recci ,'rd . Would a Mjniller d~red 
JO h~ve made the fame declaration? Hie mull have found !hclter 
Comewhere elfe than there. 

AIr. HfJrrijm (aid, the only objeaio" they could have to 
placin! his Royal HighneCs in that fitu.tion, mull ariCe from an 
ulea, t t be would not part with it:, when his M.jefry fbould 
1«ove,. He a(ked, 011 whot was fo lunjull: a fuppofition found _ 
ed 1 Let the Houfe confider h;~ Royal Highnef. '. /ilial attention, 
.m tender regard to his mother anu lillers, during the dreadful 
~rioJ of the family's (evere affiie1ion. · Let them view all his 
r-ivale .iftues, and rben fay if he OU I~ht not, to be declared fole 
Kegent, \!rim all the Royal Prer gat1ves, which was tbe only 
JII'OI"'r meant 9f reftori~ til ~irq ~rallch of th Legifiature. 

Mr, 



I M,.. · Mbtl. Tf/. R:fdlty, and other ?I!cmhm 
flloke, but the Houfe w~s fo difllt,derly they could not be heard . 

Mr. DtJltf!IItl , then withdrev.c his amendment from the f.cond 
R ef'1lu!ion, which was c:lrried as it flood originally. He then 
moved to I"ave out aU the third Refolution, from the word "de­
termine," and infcrt his amendment. 

; M r. Marjham moved tile Houfe to adjourn. 
f Mr. Pill faid, al though he felt much anxiety for difpatch he 

d. not willi ~o deprive a fubj eCt fo deeply ioterdling, of' due 
del ration, 

Mr. ' wilhed the Motion to paf~, from a conviction that it 
would char. e the mode of proceeding with the Mininer, for it 
was indifpen .bly nece/lary to rellore vigour to every function of 
Governme"t'l\and render it as complete as poflible, prior to the 
execution of any pub 'c bufinefs. 

Mr. Pill wilhed to (atisfy the public expefulion as foon as 
pofliblc; for the fufpenfS of the minds of men at this crifis, he 
conceived to be extremely unple.f.1nt. From the fevere cold 
under which he laboured, it would b~ a perhn.1 accommodation 
to him, and not'i nconliflent with the public interell; be there­
fore confented to adjourn the confidcration of the fubjeCl till 
M onday. 

At ten o'clock the Haufe orljourned to Monday . 

• 

M 0 N DAY, DEC E M B E R 22. 

H 0 USE 0 F COM M 0 N S . 
• • 

• 
.ADJOURNED O F-BA TE, ON T HE 

MITTEE, ON THE STATE 
• • 

R EPO RT OF TIiE 
OF TH/! NATION. 

• 

C OM-

THE public anxiety was never more apparent, than in the 
general eagemef., to be prefent at the difcuffion of the mO. 
mentous fubjctt ltt this time before the Haufe. 

.. At one 0 ' I k thi' day the galleries overllowed; and what i. 
inorc remarkable, there were upwards of Ihrtl htmtirtd Members 
attended at three o'clock to prayers. . 

• 

At half pall four o'clock, the ChunuUDr of Ih. Exrl>ef~tr bav. 
ing moved the order of the day, the Speaker read the ulIfd Re­
falotion. 

" That for this purpofe, and for ~he ~ai.utaini ng entire, the 
" confritutional Authority of the King, It IS neceffilry W t the 
" hid Itords piritual and T emporal and Commons of ~~t 
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' .. Brit*" OIould ·~etet~ine on the means whereby tile R oy. II, 
" Anent may be g,ven III Parhame~t to {ueh a Bill, a may bF, 
" p31J"ed by the two Houfes of~~rltament, ~efpe&ing the exer­
" cife of the powers an<J autborItles of tbe Crown, 111 the name, 
,t and on die behalf of the King, during the continu.nce· of hi. 
" Maje/ty's pre(ent indifpofi tion ." 

The Speaker then read Mr. Demlpfler's amendment! which . 
was to omit lhe latter part of the Rcfolution after the wor~,' 
" determine on the means," and infeft in their Read, (( thea ? .J 

" hu mble Addrefs lhould be prcfcn:eJ to his Royal Hi gh ncC. ole 
.. Prillce Df IVo/fl , praying thaI he would take care o~ ci vi l 
, and miGta,-y go eroment of thefe Realms, durinf(1.he conti -

" nuaDce of his Majefty>, illneC" an d. no longer." T 
Mr'. Burl, wCe, and in a Ii ~C(h of moie than t~ hours con­

tinuance, en!<fed 't ry much at large into tbe whole of the 
~~ion . He began with /laling, thaI in ·Ibe eourfe of twenty-

fee ycars, dUJ illg \. .... hich lime he:: had enjoyed the honour of a 
{eat in PadllltlJCJlt, he had never anfl..Il to ddivcr his opinion 011 
fo jO'lportan t :11\ occafion ; that in no OllC infiallcc, in which he 
liad ever !(iven t. i. Centime illS to til A1ouf", h.cI he delivered his 
opimon, either w ith a view tv POWr.:T, with a view to flatter that 
Floure, or from lncJtivcs of ccnciliJt illg the fav our of the peo ­
pIe; but had declared the fugge/lio!ls of an "nbi.IIed mind, i111-
p relJ"ed with what he eunceivcd to be the bell: means of providing 
al once for Ihe flfety and honour of tile Sovereign, ano the wel ­
fare of Ihe natio~ . He hau brou~;ht ' forwaru and fuppon ed 
tnea{ures, that might [ cnder him obnoxious to rhe frowns of the 
Sovereign; and he had oppofcd and wilh/lood the prej udices of 
the people, when he faw them acti ng contrary 10 their own in­
tcrefl, or h./lening 111a dly towar'::s the accomplifhmcnl of their 
own ddlru61:ion. He had always fupponed Ihe indepcndance of 

pinion, in a Member f rad iomen! ; and ht; thought himCd f 
1lO Ids irrefp01;Iible for "hal he Illwld (:,)' in Parlj~nicnl, (pro ­
vided be did not overleap l il" bound" ries of law) (l.an the Kill'r 
himfelf. He was 11<>1, "nd IIc,er fhou PJ be, fubfervicflt to any 
pow r, or influenced by an)' ,iew, of felf-interet!; his only 
llnxiet)' was, thaI his ~Ol1Jl"~.l lhuuld be irreproa.chable, when 
(ulDl,lloncd before d,e TR IBUl'AJ. C F HIS OWN H ONOUR. AI­
JUflO h d, he ohCerveu, boen made to a chaJl!ll' of opinion, to 
. n ~ om Iodation of Centi1110nl ill Member ' of tbal Houfe . He " 
wa Ignorant of the truth of (uell an imputation, Co far as II of­
f, chtcf olhers;" he believed Ihere mighl be Cuth pcrfons, (I"";'IE fi t 
the Gppofill. btn,;,) but be was (ure thalt he was himCcJf innocent of 
allY {ueh indirect motives. A probabil ilt)'of a ehaJlge of Adlllinifira­
tion h~d been fuggefied, h knew /lOlihing of it; whate er migh t 
be 11lOugh~ of his loolc.ing forward to <I place in a Dew AdOlinif­
ttation, h would give the indep nG lit fI ntimenls of a plain cill. 
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un on lhe queftion now pending. He knew not of any pb:-e 
, be; was tu have. ' He had not el<change~1 a {yllable with his Royal 

Hlghnefs on the fubjea; .lId was as Ii ttle acquainted with the 
inhdl: of Carleton Houle as with th" inlide of Buckingham 
Mou fe . Should he be noticed in a new lrr:ln~ment, iIlouTd his 
humhle abilities be called into pby, he' w>s cert:un bis lituaaon 
woulg be a very fubord in.te one indeed, and that his profit or 

/advantage. from it could be but little, hecaufe a return would be 
nece/lary In drudgtry and '''crtjon. In hiS conduct, on this ce­

{jon, he could not theretore be guided by fclf-inlerd\, or 
mill ambition. . 

The t 0 Houles of Parliament were, Mr. Burke faid, in-. 
fiate of i aivity, arifi!1g from the v.c.ncy in the e"ercife of the 
third bra h ot the LegiHature ; and that whatever me.fur 
they had recourfe tp, were jullifiable only in proportion as they 
were founded in the neccHity of the cafe, beyond which point 
they could not go . Jhelr fitu.t:on, he faid, was by no means 
an el<alted Olle; for l1crrJlity had no rcafon to be proud. They 
were to aa under a humili otlllg pre!lurc' of ci rcum!!ances ; yet the 
arguments of {orne pedOl" had been, as if the authority of the 
Houfe expandrd under its deprdliun. All proceedings, that are 
g rounded on nuefJity, {holiid be cluti'lufly c(lnducted. Other 
matters might go on in 01 progrcffivc fiJ.tc of improvement, but 
'IJCc1Jity rxijls for its DWIl dt)irlltlio}1\ J rt a dangerolls fit-Harion,.3 
fiep beyond what is .bfolutdy Ilece{f.,ry, migllt carry them from 
f.curity to ruin. TI~c n,of! c,lItious ami conlidcute delibe,""," 
t :(I I1 was JlCCtJ1arYj the ':_~/;.J );,·tuus of vriv::ttc judgment was little 
to be relied on in a t!ifi.:ul!i\J1I I,t' (0 importoll1t a nature . 'rbc 
quefiion W;U':, whcth~r t!lI.:r l..' L),..fh:u a nccefiity for iO'uing a com .. 
fl1iffion in the King.·~ n.!mc, under the:: Great Seal, to pars a Bill 
for the dlablilhmcnt of the I .geney? This point he would dif­
cufs with all tr,e' lights he had deJl\ cJ from his imperfea iludy of 
t he Confi~tuti oll. \Vhen the two Houfe were deprived of the 
aid and co-operation of the thnd b",nchl they were not a Pa,­
li.men l, but incom tent to the excrcdc of anyone act of le­
gination . So litu.ted, th,'y were, he thought, by no means 
jufiifil-d in u{jng the King 's 'WIle, to a ("ommiJlion for giving 
the Royal Affent to a propoled Bill. In filling the v.cancy now 
.xilling, the .. ules of hereditary Right ought to be reverted to; 

- that hered itary Right which had heen found an effea.u.l bulwatk 
againfi the encroachments of ~Ll1bi tion, and 1he intrigues of 
fatlion. 

The perfon who Hood·next in fuc.:etlioll, provided be were of 
full age, was as much entitled to the 'Regency, during the Sove­
reign's incapacity, as he was to the C:own i~ cafe of • demiCe. 
But this doCtrine had been percmpl.ollly dented by the RIght 
Hon. eDtlemall oppoJite bim, w q, d .fferted, that an equal 
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Right to tbe Regency exifls in every individual of the natiOn, 
and v.:bo, in affirm ing the fentimem, had .imed a l!roke at the, 
C onfiitution of the country. Jf the: Royal Alfent was wanted, 
who bad fa great right to give it, during the King's inability, 
as the R eir Apparent I 

But who wert" they that han fet hemfel"es up as arhiters on this 
calion, in defpite of tbe Statute of Charles the Second, :Whi~ 

made fuch a declaration liable to the pen.lties of a pr.munir< . 
the twO Houfes of l'arliamenr had derlQr~d their righl to legiDMe 
I t was' intended, he had heard, 10 fet up a man with bl(lck . . -
btwws and a larlil'lrig, a kind nr fcare-c row to the two ., ules, 
[ Mr. Burke waS here fuppofed to mean the Lord .1ancellor] 
who was t(J give a liditiou5 alfent in the Royal Nom ; and this 
t o be binding on the people at large! In fj,ite of r~ht, reafon, 
and analogy of law, tht) declared their politive determination 
to eleCt a creature of their own, and to invell it with the i'!/I[nia i 
but without any of the intrinfie power of Royalt), . This at­
tempt, which wanted to" d:ring fpir it o? a robbery, had only 
the creeping mcanneCs of h;w for~cry . The contrivance which 
w as thus let up, in lieu of " thi rd .r: nate, was a fi.!tion, a chimera 
more extravagant, than poets run mad had ever dreamed of! ,In­
flead oC a Ki ng, .aive and effic ient, it preCented them with a 
m ixture of abfurd mechanics, and nll>re ab(urd metaphyfics I It 
was a fcrtW -p"rfi, n IlImp of c0P/'rr-a Jil!nll quantity of wax, and , 
II jhr,·d of parC/'I.'.'ml, al together conllitut inVo what was termed the 
gTtat flal! - T he !L7tan o/I"w, by which it wa. to he fuppofed 
'" KING, was a faifthood, that could not impofe, even upon his 
imagination. ri. could nOI appro e of law metaphyfics, Ilill 
lei's of law eth ics, or of law divinity. He, Cor his part, diC­
claimed all :.Uegiance to fuch a pol itical monller I If any (\lhlli ­
tute wo. to be placed in [he room of the CrQ\I'n, it Ihould bo 
what was a pare,l of the Crown; it Ihould be that p~rfon, who, 
in conttmplntion of' law, was frequently reckoned one perf all 
",ith tbe Sovereign, 'l,nd t h ~t W "S the fj eir A rplrent~-lf. he 
w as to bow down and worfulp, " Ihould 'be to fO l1lethlOg Itke 
• Dei[y; he would not profiratc himfelf before a priapus, a low 
cn:ature, that might have been made from 3 Bmch. 

Cum fabtr burr/us fcamnum, foter</Ill priap'1In.~ 

T he farce reminded him of a prien among (avages, who raifed 
JU\ idol, and dire~ d its warlbip, merely thac he might. ure to 
bimf<lf the meat that was offered as a racrilice. 
M~r Ilning how ridiculous every llIode mull appear, wbicQ 

Jtod not the ellablilhment' pf tbe Prince's Rights for its imme~ 
diau: objeCt, Mr. Burke afked, what the reafon could be for an 
CIppOfite condtla 1 as it, 1~1l the 1'rinc (ho\lld rcruCe !lis alfept 
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ttl "Y reRriaions hereafter to be propofed? Of that, ill bi& ca. 
'p,aci.{y . Of Regent, there ,could be li.ttle dread; William tbe 
fh,rd, and George the Flrfi, the, ScC!lnd, :wd Third, had. fuc-

"coffively given their airent to tbe (ame. But why, in that c~li:; 
were thofe propored reGriaion, kept a f< :cret! Were they fo mon­
{trous in tbeir nature, tbat no p<rfon but tht:" propored poriia-

. '"(:'1(1,,'1 puppets, could give th~m his afll~nt 1 and that they mull-, 
the~o' ore, rtJolvc themTelves II1tO a Rrpublic, for the purpofe of 

- depri\(ing the Crown of its judgment and its reafoll 1 
Thll.,ridic'!lous refcarch after preccdc:nts, fitter for antiquarians 

than for ""'!lbers of Parliament, was the next objea of Mr, 
Burke's fatire . ~hofe preceden ts, he ohferved, were drawn from 
times w\1en the Speaker of the HOUle of Commons had heen 
carried to the Kl~g'S Bench prifon. The dofuine of conjJituJ;ol1 
had alfo been carried f.'1 far; that i,t was to be feared, when 
the lawyers had made out a conllrultire King, they might .Iro 
introduce a conftrllaive Houfe of Commons; and proceedil!g 
in th e prefent line, it was -;'ot impnllible- that they might fcc 
their Speaker taken from his chair to prifvn, aJld let OUt 011 a d.y­
rule to give the airellt of ~n empty 11 oufe of ·ommons, to any 
ordinance tbat might be propofed to him at the bar of the other 
H aufe ! 

They had, he faid, compiled together a ftring of there prece­
dents, from the moft obfcur" and unli, ,,lcd I'<riod of the mo­
narchy, and even thefe wet; not to the point. 1:> any of them 
he would afk, had a Prince of Wales, of [ull agr, and poffefied 
of every qualification to dllCharge the tUIlCtions of the execu tive 
power, becn p,ired over, .nd ~not"er Regenc), appointed, ill 
cafe of incapaci lY or lunacy in the Sovereign on the throlle 1 He 
helieved, that no abfol ute delign had been entertained to throw 
him openly by, a"d ~.proceed to the ,immediate nomination of 
:lnother Regent .. but did they nO! "iOI fo to clog the ollice, 
with humiliating ,eftriaions, as to make it impoffible for him, 
ill honour, to accept it, ancl, thus, that it {houle\, devolve to ano. 
ther perfon! 'and was it not tbis fur:be r confirmed, by the de­

. d.ltation made by the l'vlillifier, that any other [ubject, as, for 
inll anc"" the Minifter himfelf, would have an equal right to fet 
uo his pretenlions to the Regency, with the Prince of Wales / 

. ~ had formerly Worn Toryi lin down to rogs; now they dif­
{;u'ged all the principles which theY.had imbibed, ami inftead of 
proleffing their val ue for a limited Mon.arehy, became fifth Mo~ 
narchv-men, and the wilddl of RepubJi.cans. 

The ReHoration and the Revol utioll, had been among tbe 
precedents adduced. But furely the cafe was not the fame now, 
as at either of thofe p~riod : the government waS tben not 
merely c<.nvulfed and disjointed, but aJ~nihilated and reduced to 
atoms. B,,~ how di~ our anc /tors aa on rile memorable occa­

/iOIl. 
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«ion .of tbe Revol ution? In each of there, their firfr objea was-
to return as foou as poilible, after their firll obliquity: tc) the. 
ftrni gbt principles of the Con!l.itution; they did not change the 
form of Government into an Arillocralic Republic, b\'t they· 
conlidered the formation of the old world, and moulded the 
Il~W one 011 the model of it. They, in the full place, filled th.,. 
MOllar.hy that was then vacant, by addrelling rhe .Prine>, .of 

range to alrume the CrowlI: Tne Monarcny is at p'\-fe'nt 
not vacant, but Ule exercife of its powers is {ufpended . yVhat ­
then wou'd they do, if th.y argued from the ana!ogJl ..t that 
"recedent? Th y would adJret. the Prince of W~'l ~ ./rume 
,he office and the name-not of King, but of, cgent. The 
Revolutiull, illdeed, wa:. an admirable peel·cdcl., and .a nohle 

I 

'lIple to K ,ng': it was a warmng, and iec'1ed to cry uut to 
them, , 

Dj~it" Jt!l!; iam r.z,~mtr, (t nan ({'mutr! L fges . 

The onlv rule fur oll r condue!: ~a, in the oMervation, that 
they w~rc iou mnv lnced of tbeir precarious power, to dwell on 
211)" thi"b l,ke the madr:e!s of a fpecul.tive prop"fltion. 

The manner, Mr. Hurke continued tf) remark, in which the 
three Refo:ution had bee" propoCed, was fu~}iciulls and impro­
per. The lirlt had nn fO~"tr been voted, than Lhe fecond W ,h 

brou g-ht forward as a lcque! to it, and the third a< an appendage 
to the f«<'lId; )'~t thef, RclOlutiol1> wele of very different im­
rort, and lb,)uid nOt thus have bee Ii huddled together. There 
wa~ no milnner 01 natur~l (uccduon betweell them; though 
taken lUgether, they Wtnt the length to Cufpeud the [ucceilioll of 
an hereditary m \larch)'. 

The Refolution 1I0W before the Houfe, was connee!:ed, be ob­
{" .. "cd, "ith thofe that preceded, not !o mu,c)l in logical con/huc­
tion, as by forming a parr of the (arne fyflem of policy. It w,s 
couched howe ver in thl' iineft word) poHible. ~l'o prefervc the 
Confiltutioll invwll1tc \hl5. ib o(tlnfih:e purporc; but as far as it 
could be comprebelld"o hv his IInd'erltanding, it 'went lirlt to 
JUjpcnd and t!len to Il"{mif"" 'the m(l"'Arcby! to tear the tem porary 
,1i.Jem [rom the brow of the rightful claimant, and to j)lace it 

1 the head of (Jllolhco' p"joll f It \v"s as if, in the cafe of a pri­
,\"te fuceeilion. to Owner of the e!hte . be~ ' mil 6 diltempcw' ....... 
W1:re to find on bi reeo"ery, that infleaJ of it being in the 1'0(­
{e!lion of hi fon, it had been feized on by the rap,\cious hands of 
his 8lm,"rd and Alloruryool-LOW? 

[nil ol"ifion. ",hieb (r.ol,d IIUt,b rijibililJ ill tbe H'''ji, Wilt 
JII~foJ to ht dirtt1.d to th. Lord CHANCELL OR alUl Mr. PITT .] 

- 'rhis was to break down the barri r between the Sovereign 
a.nd the fllbjeCl. To admit the introduCtion of a [ubjeCt within 
a Jingle ,hiM, would, I d the way to deftroy the whole ,!J(lin of 

, fUe} 
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~occ:effion . ~he expreffion of " t!WiJil~g nlilll.'1," whith he foil 

. In me Refolu\lon, was one he did not reli/h . ,'" by fet :WOIll 

• dnlijmg m.eans to. fill. up the Cue CffiOII, when the ol\ly n3tUr:l1,. 
proper, and con!htutlonal one flared them in tbe face . 

Thc prefent mcafure 3?pe-arcd to him, he f"id, a~ an at cmpt 
~o refine ~n..the conltirution, which.v::1S olreody CuffiC:lcntly g 
JOj . "'s oP.'nlon . Of that Conltl!utlon, h~r~dit::ry munuchy, 

_ c~rcu",fcnbcd by loavs, written and unwritten, was in (Old the 
vital,j>Ci,:,ciple-that was the r~mp"'t .;"i;>11 ,he afljults of am­
bltloi~-It was the rock on whIch (':le -l TIling wave was broke 
ond diffipatcd-it ,,"os the part of the fyfteiO, which, h,' rc:nov-

I ing the temp· tWIl) fLtlhtim:d the plc-cmmcllcc of the 'confritu­
tion. h woul, be tltr bllfinds thrlef'Jre of toofe wbo me nt to 
act againfr the lAW, to ddhoy thuf" law' whit h wo"ld mhcrwile 
dellroy them. They \\t>utd direct th~, i r effons to form new tri_ 
bunals, fuch as wa, in faa the commi,f,ol1 now propofcd. The, 
would, in the lal1 gudge .of the prdent Relolution, deyifl: the 
means of bringiug in their own innov3tloi!!o; , 

BlIt were there n~ meanS to be adoptod without flying abroad in • 
fearch of dangerous novelty? \Vas ·there nothing to be found 
for their guidJnee in the att of f"tdement? 'Vas ther" nothing 
in the oaths which each member had taken, on his admillioll 
into that Houfe? \Vfre they, as if in the wilds of Afrie" driven 
to the neceffity of lating the foundat'ons of a new Republic l 
To thefe enquiries, tbe nfwer wa" dc, iJeJI}-No !-From 
whence, then, it was to be a/ked, (prull g- there novel proceedings ~ 
or were they not meant 1(,le!" to ",elurle the Heir Apparcnl from 
his proper dairns? If the ='tt.!ck w ;! ... ;nc.lItt to be made on the 
privileges of the crown, let the a{bull. be bold and manly I 1...,t 
it be made when the regal funLbon~ were a1ive and energetic; 
not when, as no ..... ', ~ c)' by in J. dtH'llumm- in l rnncc. Let 
not the attae . be made on him w~.o, If the death of the body 
were as complet" ., that of the mind, would be our King by the 
beft of all p"ffiblc claim> :"...would be our King by Lineage, and 
our King by Lon I 

How could they hefit"te " moment, when there wo< " nume­
rous royal line, and a Prince at tho: hca~ of it, full aged, and 
no wife ineo,?petcl,j! to aft"me tbe ex,;rt"ife "f ,h;" pow"', ~hich 
.... ,~.··.''"'e gOIl\g to affign over to a bemg 01 thelf own He.tlon. 
. The Right of the frince of ,'" ales bJ (Mr. Burke conti­

nued) been vel y unnecelf:lrily forced into debato. It' was alto­
gether unprectdented, h. laid, that :l mer word, cropped by a 
Right HOI:. Gemle<nall, had been made me foundation fnr a 
Rcfolutionof fuch great importance .3.' the fecond Rcfolution in 
the Rrport; from which the l<.efoluti li, now under debate, flowed 
as a kind of corollary, according to the K'\tht Hon. Gentleman 
who had mo,' d the ; though he W&~ nOt'iJ"lined to ad pt that 

opinion. , , • , 
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opinion. It was rcferved, he .{aid, for the pre(l,nt pe.riod,. to 
make a mere individual's words of lilch confequ.ence as ~ be' • 
the ground-work of a formal ~lillutlon of botb Houfcs of Par-
~~ , . 

Whether the "'Prince bad an abfolutc inherent Right, or was 
ill fuch ~ fituation that he could not be paired over, was a d i~ 
{tinction in which he could not perceive any elrential ·di/ference. 
But the Right Hon. Gentleman oppofite, could not refifi 'his_ 
inclination to make it a perianal qucfiion; it was a <Wh that 
had been relerved for his Righ t Hon , Friend, and he bo~d that 
he would feaft and diet upon it. However, he Ihould fay no­
tbing, either in his prai fe, or his defence; in ft:he lirft place, 
becaufe his charaEter was to well known, and in the fecolld, be­
eaufe the pyral11id of his abilities did not require the intuference 
of the very fmall Ikrecn, which he mi&,ht bring forward to vin­
dicate or protea it. 

Thof. Refolutions had always beep looked on as dangerou, ; 
infomuch that Sir G eorge Saville, when preffing for a declara­
tion on the fubjea of General W arrants, thought it neccllory 
to explain, by laying:, th e HOllfe was not cOllcd upon to declare 
the law, but merely their fl . .fo of the law. So aver fe, he added, 
were the two Houfes, not long finoe, to fuch a meafure, that when, 
iu the year 1776, Mr. Alderm an Beckford in that Houfe, Jnd a 
noble L ord in the other, had, on a proclamation having been 
illued hy the Pri vy Council for the i.-:>portation of corn, decla red 
thei r fenfe of the King's difpcnJillg power; the words of the 
former were taken down until retraded, and the oratory of Lord 
Mansfield was fulminated agai nfi the latter; but in neither in­
fiance was any idea entertai ned of a declaratory Refolution. 

\Vitb ref pea to the right of the Prince, he would not now 
en<juire whether it was a ri ght ad ,.em, or.if' rt- whether it was 
" TIght of entr)" or a right of aaion; but a right of fome kind 
muft certainly cxi/r in the l'Ontemplation of the Gentleman op­
polite him, who bad decla red the thr"ne vo(ant.-~ coy of No.1 
110 .1 coming from the Mini llerial benches, M r. Burke llIid, that 
he underftood it had been fo 3dl1litted. Hut if they even urged 
that, aher the unn~tu ral union of a liv ing body and a dead un­
der/tanding, the politic"l capacity was fiil! to ~xifi in the (arne ~ 
manner, and th at the animal, not the man, 'was to be rt:"[41.ah'.l,' 
it fiill made Jittl e difference in the arguments. It was frill to be 
alked, wliat injury would refult to any branch of the confiitu­
t iOll, fTom the admi ffi on of the Prince', right. The opinion of 
his Right Hon. friend was ft il! more fafc, than that of thofe who 
to "'fo rce a theory, would convulfe an empire. 

Mr. Burke nelCt confidered and condemned the illiberal policy, 
thar had fuggefred the propofed reftriaions, particularly in de­
pri \ in;; the .Kegetlt 0( the power of creating peers. 

There 
• 
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There migk be fome appearance at lea~ in this pr.oceedinL 

}f the man who propofed thofe limitations, bad himfclf ol!fervell 
any refl:ramt, and had .not m e his peerages, lilee pocked juries, 
by. the dozen !- But even if the Prince was incltned to /hew b~ 
~rjcnd/hip to thofe, who h..d loved a.ld cuhwatccl his intimacy ; 
If, for ullunce, he were lIlclined to bellow a peerage on allY of 
the yo~ng Princes-if he were to ldiow 0 mark of his favou r On 

' . the illu!!rious houCe of C~vcndi:h-"r to revive the title of the 
- ~larqui s of R ockingham III th"e pedon of a near and illufirious 

r..{:II: ive ( LorJ Fitzwiiliam): this could, in his op"uon, furni Ot 
no good re.fon why the Hei r Apparent iliould be depri \' ed of 
his rights, N III eet filch a, t" "fe, included in the btad- I'oll of pro­
firip,tiolJ! Mr. Burke mentluned the early ebulitioll of loyalty in 
the late MarquIS of RocKIl1!:,ham who, when. boy, ran away 
frem his parents to Gcncral Honeywood's camp, that he might 
go and fi :sh t .gainH the rebels. Jllr. Burke faid he could men­
t ion lcveral others, on wholll 0 10U d his Ropl Highncfs be 
p loaCed to confer a peei age, it would not be a fu f/iciellt re~foll to 
difgrace him. The IJte Prince of\V"les, the father of his pet:­
lent Maj. !!)" it· was wd l known, had at all timt> his court fu U 
of 'Jocobiles, and yet on his Hcard! profpdl of lu ceeilion, no 
Sylla was then (ou"d to menace fuch a curtailment of his rights I 

(H,," Mr. B urke heing illterrupttd by th, noifi of the oppojitl 
fide, obftrwd, that If thCJ priJd Ib",~r;i'JfJ in tbat dutllour, it W QI • 

no more Iba" what 1" bad ojim knou,'11 btU"r ,xuutcd hy a pork of 
fox -hounds. 7'his otforvation, {IS it mig/Jt he fuppOftd, excited a 
goad deal of mirth. J 

, 

Proceed ing with his argument, he faid, th at inconfider. ble as 
he was, he Ihould fcd it a; • lind of mortlfication, if the road 
to honour was Chut up from hlln . He !hould t.~ink it an unfuir 
kind of profcri!)[i'ln, like tiu t pradiled by Sylla. While the 
Gentlemen oYCt again ft him had aceels te the lountain of ho­
nour, they ~ad not been (paring in their drlughts. But when 
th is was no lon:!;cr open to t!leon, they weI' dete rmined that it 
(hould be' !hUt up Iron~ all others . The Mini!!er feemed to 
i nvite his a/fociates, and to ellcourage them to hope lor better 
d.,yS, than thoCe they were likely f'con to e.xpcritllce . 1 (ball kc.p 
~1I' thefe good things locked up f:lfe for you -

Conti a & (ompono, q Ute mo.' dtpl'omrrl pojJim. 

But there certainl y could be no good rca:'cn for this referve, of 
what was deemed the necefury power of tbe Monarchy, (OJ' 
weakening a Government; unfcfs tbe excJu!ive po/fe1lion of .It 
the grcolt offices of trull, among one li.:t of men, could be called 
fo. It would not tcllll to promote domellic b.::ppinds, and W A$ 

• jlot 

t • 



, 

• [ J , 
. !, 

not calculated to inereafe Ollr refj>ecbbility, or our llrength, 
with foreign nations. ( 

Mr . . Burke concluded with fonle hints, as tf) the danger of 
r etrenching the reg,,1 powers, even to the convalefccrtt fanity 
of the Sovereign. The caution nec.ffilrY to be obfervcd on 
this bead, would naturally prolong the 'term of th~ Regency; and 

e t1~men (hould confider, that wiVl the limited powefs noW 
plopofcd to be given, the babncc of ·the three elbtes would in 
that interval be totally ddlrnycd. ~ 

' fh'edelign, in ,the propolcJ diminution of the Regent's pdv~r, 
was {p paJpJblc, that it could not be rr:ifconflrued.-A weak 
government was to be cflablith\.u, under the Rcgell"Y' for tbe 
purpore of gratifyill!; the ambition of th"fe perfons; the bAnds 
of the Regcllt were to be tieu up for the f"ke of preferving ho­
nours and emolun ,cnt~ for thell- friends, irt cafe of th eir retu rn 
to power; and as one King hod been dif"bled by lIolure, ano­
ther was in this manner to be difubled by (lrl ! 

If the Regency, as his friends contended, could be conferred 
but on ont candIdate, then there might indeed appear fame rca­
fon for thefe reflri ctions; but, as other Gentlemen contended, 
the place was mer,1y eleElive, why take fo much pains, and why 
Jlot felea a candidate perfealy ohedi<:nt to their will I- If, as 
fome Iqal Gentlemen had f.1id, th is was done in ref pea to the 
fituation of his royal fJther, and in the expeaation of his rdfored 
fanity, then the latter, whenever Provi nee, alld his returnillg 
,cafon, made him confcious of the mockery, might addrefs them 
in the words of Shakefpcarc, 

" l DIi ploced a fruil/if< Crown upon Illy bead, 
" .And PW! a barren }r1,1,., ill m, grip., 
" 17unce t~ bl WYttJd,',i by an unlinfaIIJtll~Jf/) 
" No SON Of' MINE SULC£I:DING I • 

When he fhollld .{ec his authority 'vrJled in a flrangrr -hand, 
'lind his next of blood, difi,l"eed from that efficient' au thority 
which he (hould poffef., he could but exclaim, " Reltore me to 
my fOflner itate I- why did you recall me from the dclufion 1-
E"at mentis groliJPmus ,rror; but clear my throne at all events, 
and uke that blacK-.brow'd phantom from my li g~lt !" ~~ 

. his led Mr. Burke finally to confider the pofJible time of 
" nntluancc, ' and the probable !itt."'" of cure of his Majefiy's 
diforder. He feemed to hin:, that even if a cure were efTe.:red, 
there migb\ 1I0t be much confidellc-.e iI)' it. In this refpea, a 
Mo~arch fiood in a very different fitu:. tion (rom a fubjeCl. The 
rational faculties were not of {o grofs ~I compolition a5 the corpo­
r aI f.-ame, and did not fo perfealy rc~Cover from a !hock. ' He 
conc1ud d a fpcech pf ':l1uch brilli nc~, and of fom jncquali~y, 
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wit an Oblen'a(;oh on the felf-affumt!d inhlCrity d p3trlotifn' 
of Mr. PIIt; who tool.: great merit to him .1( f6r having fe -
<.\ired a ~nhon-th"t might b an Argument r. r hi exemption 
from avance, but not from an\\ ition. 

Tile Solicito,' Gm,rat rofe, ~nd after many profefUolls of re­
fpea for the l:rft fpeaker, faid, that he was .. reatiy furpri~ed to 

• hrar any fueh fuggeUion nad been thrown O~t from allY tide, as 

• 

• ~bat the' throne was nOw vacant: He urged the expediency, II 
_~el~1 .s the propnety, Df adopting the mode of pro uring the 

roy alfent, propofed oy the Chancellor of the Exch UN, de­
cI .. in that Irom ~ome of the ar~uments he had that day heard, 
3 . doubt had anfen 'n h,s mmd, wnether the R'ght Han. Gen­
tleman did not mean to facn tice ,he Connitut,on. He .£ked, 
woula any man dare to put a quel1ion, whether the King yet fat 
on the throne or not 1 For his part, he was determined to fup­
port the law, becaufe 'the law fupport"d the King on his throne. 
He would not contend , that 110 perfon of the royal family had 
then a right to the throfte-a dottrine which had bee" attributed 
to his fide of the Houfe-but he would .lfert, that no perfon had 
at p,efellt a righL to it, jtl'lJt Ml- that DIU, he would contend, 
was not now in contemplation of law incapablt, thou gh rhe func­
tions of the kingly chamaer, wc;e at preCent impeded. The 
throlle was at prefent full of the Mon<lrch, and no mln dared t 
f.y, that his Majel1y was deficient in his polit IC capllci ty. Ho 
therefore fhouJd vote upan the limple ground of preferviog the 
forms of the Conltitutiolf ; nnd be it rcmcmbercJ, that upon the 
preferv.tion of the forms, depended the fubl1ancc 01 the ConlH­
tution. "Vith regard to the pageant and the puppet that had 
been talked of, KIng William fubrnittcd to be that puppet, and 
if he had not, he could not have had the crown. He had heard 
• grea ' deal about limitations, but he would not ray one word 
upon ,hat fub~ [hen; when it Ihould come properly under 
conjidcration~ b e would freely Ij,cak his fentimenrs upon it. 
From what he had heard from the nobk Lord in the blue ribband 
the other ";ght, it had en him the comfortable hope, th.t if 
the noble Lord pad ever forgot his Sovereign, the noble Lord 
would not now torget him. He adverted to what had fallen 
from Lord North I,ft week, relative to the prcordertt in the in­
fancy a Henry lIbe Sixth, when the noble Lord had decla~d, 

'. t t e Parliament then alfembled, though ,he Great Seal had 
been put to the Com million, by " babe nine months 01d only, 
was " perfea Loginature, contilHng of K:ng, Lord and om­

. mons. It had been faid on a former day, that if the two 
Houfes could do what waS propa(ed, they could do any I~ing ; 
if chey ccllld go fo far as to procure the royal affent, III the 
way berote fulled, to ,he Regency bill; they mir;ht proceed to 
paIS omc( bills in til fame way; bu, this was neltbet a jua nor 
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a fair conc1uf_; it a maxim which ought to be at~n 
to, tha.t the rig~""'idI is created by neceaity. is alfo limited by. 
the fame neceillt)" CGilUequently they were to provide mere t 
for the neceffityof the cale, andj,ot go beyond it. As a jufti­
fication of the ufe of the Greatf S~al in tbe King's name, "he 
o~fe~d, lhat, notwithftandin~ his M..ajefty's tempora'r incapa­
City, In the eye of tbe law, hIS politiC chataCter remamed en- . 
tire j that any meafure taken to fubvert or act contrary 'to that .· 
acknowledged maxim of law, would perplex and embarrafs tbp , 
confci~ces of the judges, wbo were. to declare the law~nd 
tI1at, on this ground, there would be no illegality in4lpply' his 
name to be bill in que!bon. No Regent, he was pe: uaded, 
could be legally appointed but in this way. He defined the 
rigbts of the two Houfes, and (poke of the loft Regency bill in 
17650 for the fecurity of the hereditary Cucceffion, and to guard 
againft the danger of the Crown's devolving into the hands of an 
jnfunt. He faid, he faw fame Gendemen prefent who at that 
time fat in Parliament. He appealed to them therefore to know, 
whether or not it was their meaning, wben they pa{fed that bill, 
tn dothe the Regent with all the po.wers of a King I The fuc­
cellion to the throne was undoubtedly hereditary, but the exer­
cile of the government, the wifdom of ages had left to other 
times to provide for, when a neceffity like what exifted at pre­
fent fuould occur. However, all might reprobate the precedents 
thaI occurred in d, e reign of Henry the Sixth, the two Houfes 
then, provided for the exigency by formll, they put in a puppe , 
and gave that puppet powers, extremely fuort of the powers of a 
King. A Regent was d,en appointed, as now, by the two 
Houfos, no .. could a Regent ever be appointed but by the two 
Houfes. If a Commilliun had been made, before the two Houfes 
met on the 20 th of laft month, to open the Parliament, he was 
of opinion, that it would have been legal. "1"'~e;e who aflerted, 
that the quick and iliort way of ma~ing a Regent,' was the b<!il: 
way of making a Regent, it was they who, ill. fact, declared lhe 
two Houfes could · make laws. Ther might talk what tbey' 
pl.eafed of leg~1 mctaphyfics, the law was as he,had explained it, 
and he could not beJp tak.ing notice of a quefti ,al, that bad been 
put to .him by ~n Hon. G entleman, a worthy friend of his, whofe 
mind pught t o ba\'.e b n more ful L of the legt.1 entanglemJWts, , 
as th y had be~u call d. T hat HOIl. Gentleman had faid, ttiilt"" 
if du;y ould. by putting th G reat Seal to a Commillion, mal::c 
a L &iJlature, wh)l h d they not dragged the Thames for the 
Great:; aI at Ih Revoluti n, and tben they migh have gone on 
palling bills witbolat c:alliog in William and Mary / He would. 
tell dial: bollOUJllble ~ld learned Gentleman, that let the thronc 
~ vacaJ\t, and he are4 not wh re the Great Se 1 was. When 
W tblUlG" ncaRr, every funCl:iol\ of the..executive Govern~ , 
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ment ,\'as at end; the outlS of Junice oi n fit. 'W'herea 
~t (hat monte'rff', let ~e.ntlem r coll<~'l the Courts W~te litting, 

• 3,nd the Judges proceedlllg upon ~t ¥l!ry rna im, that th~ po1i. 
t~c.1 c:tpaCtty of the Crown wa I ire. \Villilln, the reat Dc. 

, I.ver of the ll2tioo, was not afbamed of in the puppet tll: t h.d 
been defenbcd. At the Rcvoluti 1l\,1.he- nation refolved on what 

- . tlf~y woula h?ve, and Parliament,' :til" the legin.ture w:l COln­

ou&A't proper to malte an a.st, declaring that all was rif;ht 
Sir Jd faid, he was not to be tQI that they would do evrry nlln • 
bec.ufe ey were endeavouring to adopt the conftitutional mo ' 
to maice liament complete. He added feveral other legal ar­
guments, ana concluded, with protcfling folemnly, that the I_ 

nion tl'1t he h.d given was from principle, uninfluenced by any 
motive, but a regard for the Conflieurion, and ~ reverence for the 
wifdo,:" of ages, on, whic', he advifed the Houfe 10 'Ct, by voting 
the or.ij[ihal RefolullOn. . 

6ir Johu Aubrty then rofe, and faid" upon the prefen~ occ~lion, 
I find it impoffible to difcharge my duty as a Member of this' 
Haufe, without, in "me degree, differing from thofe with whom 
I have for fame time aCted. 

I (on~ltr with them in rejeCting the doCtrine.llf a Regencv til 
jure in the Heir to the Crown; bec:>ufe it is againft prtuiknt, 
and againn the law if /b. land, and was fo dec\3red in Parlia­
ment, ill the reign of Henry V I. In faCt, as I fec the fubjeCt, 
it is ,,. cofo if R£gmcy in a"" ptrfon, ""cept as the wbole P rlia­
ment !hall think fit fa to treat it. The' law of England, as I have 
been infhuCted, acknowled s neither infancy, nor delirium, nor 
any perConal infirmity to belong to the King upon the Thron.e, 
(for, in tbis refpea, law only refers to his political char.aer ), 
and fupplies him with Councils, to enable his 3C1ing politically, 
even when natur.~~ is moft incapable. 

But, 1 40 not ·(OJ,cur with them ill thin king the Haufe,' at this 
moment, competent to exercife any of its parli,"nent'Jry func­
tions, more ofpecially its I~giJlati ve one; or to do any thIng 

,tending to fuch an <\,<ercife. The King has not yet appeared 
either in his perfon, <\r by proxy, that is, by a Commiffioner re­
prefenting him. I W e ina be the elT'cnce of Parliament, th.t the 
three bran~es of th<1legifiature lhOltld be aflembled, bemre on!! 
b<'~ijltto a . Butonly two are now met, tbe fuft of the three be­
ing abCent. Till this firft branch Ih:IJI appear, J agree ·with the 
fentiments contained in a very recent publication, by one, whoCe 
au rity, is fa jufUy and uni verf.111y lIcicl1Owled, as a well read 
aoel conCummate lawyer, and with whom I have the honour to 
bt oonnea.d by friendlhip, that without the King, we are only a 

onventiorl; and, in the peefent cale, there is no neceffity for 
ref orting a mer. Convention of the two H Wi • The King' 
pt(fon may be confiitutionally fUPl'lied by a Commiffiol\a; and 
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that reprcfelltative, !/1 the preCeOl cxtn,ordinary, fituation, win, .. 
point of propriety, be the Heir APl""'cnt to the Crown. , 

Till tbi:; chafm j n t'arliaJOet;t fh:ill be filled, I cannot afrent to . 
j oining in any vote, or an 0r~r bufinefs of the HouCe, beyond 
yotitlg for a prcywus quellio;i, Or Come other quellion tending 
to prevenl OUT (u n) r a .int; s a fi oufe. W hen this chafm /hall 
he prop .Jy filled up, when I~ ~.rli.ment III all be fuJI by a r~­
prefentation of tbe King, 1 ~all cheerfully and heartily o.dS; 
in t fI cmingly general fcn tim ,s of lUak ing tbe HeZ'1 i'rent 
fou ~lmt, ' 

A ' far .lfo as my conJideratiOll of the fubject hith. 0 can en­
tit me to fpeak, 1 conreli t!'at 1 am not ill tbe \c",( difjlO(ed to 
adopt thofe rellriClion;, which have been opened to the' H oufe, 
as probable p.rts of the intended Regenc y Bill. 1 dread, the 
effects of a diJIral1cd, curtailed, and, coMequellt1y, ml"bled exe-
uth'e power, ) wilh fineerely to join in every proper refpcct to 

our JUolt gracious and affijcted Sovereign, and in r'oviding ~'lJlry 
fecurity for hil rrturning t. the !'r!ollol tx"cife of hll aUlboril)', the 
J1l4mmt /·i, priftnl calamity jhafl {taft t. 0Prrtllf , But I cannot 
think that the propafed r.nridions would be approved by himtclf, 
was be reftorod to his former health. FroOl hi, known love of his 
('ountry, and fi'olll that liberal benignity of mind, which {oars 
above the f!ight~ of envy, I mun pI eCume, that he would /lot wifh 
to enerea(e the pllhlic din refs from his prdo,nt afllic1ing; malad)', 
by rende) illg; lhe Heir ApPJl'c/lt t<t· his Crown, and hi .. in-

nded Reprdcnt.1tivc, Icc., ~ap::blc or rcrformillg the whole of the 
Roval flln ':1:iolls, than he himfd !, was, before the commencement 
of Iii. ilincr.,. 

The _rgumellt for rc!hiClion proceeds upon a fuppoli.tio", )"hich 
might warrant juture /".rlJlullmt rcltri..'1.ion. upon the executive 
11Ower. If the Heir Apparent i. not fit lr~c:.ntrufied as a tem­
pomry Repl'efclllollive tUI h" fother, it datil .. flOM us rcliriClions 
Co check. the Prince, when he (hali have the executive power 's a 
principal, "nd ",' hIS o\\'n ped" ". 1 d he commit d any o\'ert­
~, indicative of a dilpo!t:,on t? ahu,lc the ij,0)".J Authority, he 
ought to be qually rcfh,""ed III both (.af4,;, J3ut, to ren rain 
Aim in either ClIfe, without provocation, ihikes me, as unju1t to 
him, and dangerous to the fiat over which\he' to pret.de for 
h is futher. In truth, the argumCllt for reltriaion 01 t ~ ~ 
as a Regent, fcc,,» more to favour of prejudice againft a ~arti­
colar party in the State, than to cone rn the general and public 

elfare. And tbough I IIOt only Ibnd unconnected with that 
part)', but have r. v rely fufj'ued by their I·iolent oppofirion to tbe 
.. 01 of me by the COWlt)', for which I lit in ParJiameJlt a one 
qf i ~ rcfel~t~tivei ; } t, thi~ remembr lice "vails not, to in­
fu cc 01 0pullon upon 10 momenco ' a bufinefs; a at which 
no,v ) or our d c\hon. 

Such 



[ IS, 1 
. SuCh arc my general fentiments "pon Ihe prefeut iOlpot~ 

criJis. Tbey weTe the fame when WI, met 13ft Tuefd.IY, :lIld I 
then meant t have declared the . BIJ in the early p:irt f the 

• .Ieb>t", [ fO~lld 00 opp0Ttumty ~ addr. Ulg the Houfe; nd ! 
was forced by the remlllllt of all ner, whi h h Ion;! had pof-

. (.Ilion of me? to le.v tht Hou~ W It waiting either to d _ 
<;larc my OplOt,,!-:I~ by fpealelO l' ,d II,JOn them by voting . 

. L "'r1 N orth laid, he had h to the I. I~ time he WOlS there . , 
... - cat attcntlOlt to:.tn n 11~1 lc.HllcJ Crendctn:m. He 

exprell d ml\ch rurpri ' '" at \V~!O( h~d f~llel\ frolll the HOll. cn-
tIeman, tpeCting the 1'01ltiol1 w. : h he had I.id down Oll Tuef-
day c".ni and which polition he would now repe,t . He hen 
had bi ) that a Regency could ne,'er be e!bbJillJed without the 
concurrence of the three dht.s . This, it ~ppelrcd, the leJrned 
G entleman had interpr .. ted as an opinion in f. Your of the new 
commiflion. He agreed, his LordCbip' /:'id, with the Hon. nd 
leamed Gentleman, that they mu~ reftore the third ellate. He 
want d to fce KinJt Lord, and Commons once more; but ho 
could not think Lord,_ Commons, and the Great Seal, were thl: 
three dlates. r-l~ wiCbcd for three reoJ eftates, not three 
efbtes, m~de up by fo rms and fidi on< of law. 

He knew not much of thc Hon. and learned Gentleman who 
{poke loft but one, but by charaCter. No character, he underllood, 
ra nked hig',er ill his profdlion than thar Hon. alld learned Gen­
t1 eman; he I"d that I11ght I' id down ma,ny ex ellent,gooJ, and true 
maxim" but he was forry, afrer maxim had followed maXflll, at \aft 
to hud, fo impotent anu inconfiltent a c:onclufion drawn from the 
w hole f~rics . The HOIi. and learned (;entlem,n had laid, the 
two Houles were atrembled, h) ref tor" th,' t~ird dbte, and rhac 
whdt ntce lli,y creates, necellity lim its. [-Ie .dmitted that it d.J 
fo; th<ll wh.H had 'ey to do? They had declared the defctl in 
the ex.roifo 0 ~so\'erCign Authority; w~at rem ineo but to 
fupply the dd,tl, and to do no more? The notet1hy of Ihe cafe, 
:lccordillfj to (he 011. anij learned G,eodcnl:lJl's m;n:im, com­
manded the0 to grnO one illeh further; if they did, they ufurped 
thl' prerogat'v 0 e Crown, 2nd would become thernfolve! the 
thirJ ethtc. The were, he ohfervcJ, two ways of lilhng up 
t he vaclncy, olle pJain, clear, fimplc, and tbort. There was a 
ElT~18inly poinl'ed out by the univcrfal coufenr of nil men, ~s 
the'only perfon lit to repre!cnt the King. O"dare that perf, u 
R egent, and give him tne government. of civil and military of. 
f. in. The other, that the Lords and Commolls fhould determine 
on the means to lupply rhe deficiency. Hi, LordCbip here repeated 
the word. of the Refolution, and laid, the way tbe RighI Hon. 
G elltleman nd his friends meant to carry t at Refolution into ef. 
reCt, wOIIIJ fOr the Houfe of Lord3 and ComQ1ons to paCs a 
Bill; wbich Bill was to receive tbe Roy"l Arent from a pe on DOt 
in died with til powers of R egent, but rneerly appointed by 
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tllel)'l to give the ;!toya! AlTtnt to their own act. Ther.e ,d not 

"appear to him, that when that was done, there would be three . 
dlutes; there would be only two. The Lords and Commtl)s, 
jlnd their deputy; without direCtiOn, without any of the powen • 
to dill"lv., or allY other of th fun8ions of the third ~llate; in 
faa, therefore, the whole i! Cltillature would conftfr of Lor.ds · 
and Cpmmons only. "'1\) , ~ode now propofed by the R~" 
forution befor.e the Haufe, tt.~ up a perron to reprerent th'e .--
RoY-,l1 Perf on, without ao)' .r~tive power, with only . . .. -
ftcri31 authority, a t I of th if.' ·own, a creature of e two 
Houfes, that muO: aa in fu vi.nce to them. Vvotil ney call 
th enailing a law by the authority of the three br~ . es of the 
1.A:giQature r It was no fuch thing, and the fiction or the law, by 
which it was alTumed, was an abomination, and all abiurdity. 
An Act which had the Great Seal affixed to it in this manner, 
w~san act only of the two Houfes; or, ~f they will have it fa, it 
would be the aCl 6f the Haufe of Lords, and the Haufe of Com. 
1tlons conjuncUy. Tbe perf on, who is employed to give, what 
is calkd the Roval AlTont, is their own agellt, their OWII IIomi. 
IIet. He has 110 'powers, but what he derives. from them, he ads 
f/lrough their authority ; and there is a m,xim in law, ~ui Jocit 
ptr aliI/In, Jacil per ft. He aas under the direClioll of the Lords 
and Commons, and, therefore, is fubordinate to them. His 
Lord1bip illuft:rated this part of his argument, by a pleafalll allec­
.dote. He did not wi1b to be ludicrous, all fa fobon a fubj ea, 
.hut the only mode of reafoning, at afl refembling tllis, was th.c 
f .. mau caufc, Stradling 'Vtlfus Stiles; reported by Martinus 
Scriblerus. The cau(e was as follows: Sir John Swale had bo­
quea.thed to Mr. Matthew Stradling all his black and white horb, 
and Sir John left behilld him {IX black horfes, lix white, and lix 
~yed horres. Stradlin~ cl~.imed the whole, and reafoned thu s ; 
the b)~ck horfes are mille, becaufe they arc ;.:k and Sir John 
left Ille fix black horfes; 011 the fame prineipl the white horfes 
-ar~ millc, and again, I contend, that the pye horfes are mine, 
becaufe Sir John 10ft me all his bill,"" alld W~'I( ho es. In like 
manner, the three eftates of lhe leg,iOMure w re to be made out; 
ilrfi, there was the Haufe of Lords, theo the e was the Hoo('; of 

ommons, and then thore were both Lords and Commons. 
' The Hon. and learned Gentleman had fa , the fQO!1,S of the 
ooftitution were Ihe fubllance of the Conftitution, if (a, coul~ 

VIer iruroQuce the forms to deft roy the fubftance? His Lord1bip' 
~<!Cjared his quarr~ was not with rbe Great Seal, but witb thofe 
willi would not allow them to have any thing elfe. He waotd a 
r ai ' exillil' third efratt:, capable of exerciling \1' funaion~\ 
~ ~I of uling its dj(cretion, capable of preferviog the balanc.e 
;'r lb. nilitutiop. Let the Haufe turn to t~c pe('od that had 
luoea Ib oft 11 mention d, the. volution' ~t·I. \001. at thll 
n • . • ... . ~: T ~l" 
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-Bin of R.ig~ts, they would fee ill the body of tbat Bill, • Ded ... 

~ ratIOn ~f l{Jghtswhich the two Hour. had come to, aDd fent to 
the Prince of Orange, as th . r claims of elhblilhed Right&, aDd 
as the condition of his having tbe Crown. The two Houre, had 
6nly declared, and prepaced ~ch. a cbim, but h d no power to 
enaCt It; nor did they enJCtt>\,.t~lIe third dtate W'dS added. 

: , The (~m~ line of con~uQ.o)'\\ .to be,now purfued. They ought 
~ to think. of enaCtmg x IJilng Itke a law, till they had fup­

o ed, not'wlth a meer n~eq{:iI<haw, a tool of power, a puppet,. 
a .• tu'?e of their own, b'llt,. iv1th a fubltantial body, tbe vacancy 
in t6 execu tive department. The Hon. and lelIrned Gentle­
man Ii welt on the perfeCtion of the King's political capacity ; 
but if that idea ferved as the foandatioll of a commiRion under 
the Great Seal for paRing one bill, as if the Throne was com­
pletely occupied, it. might be carried to a much greater extent ; 
and they would have no occalion to think of fupplying the Va­
cancy. If it was to be filled up, let them adopt the fimple mode 
of aCting, recommended by the HOIl. Gentleman's amendment; 
let them add rec', the Prince of Wales, defiring him to ta~ the 
reins of Adminiftration in his own hands I and then would be the 
time, .. fter the Parliament iliould have been regularly opened, to 
propofe any bill that might be deemed necdlary, with regard to 
l imitations or reftriCtions. His Lordiliip faid farther, that :1,$ 

100n as they had appointed the Regency, and rendered the Jegif­
Iature complete, it wquld be their duty to take effeCtual care that 
his Majefty, as Coon as God Almighty lhouM be pleafed to re­
fiore him to his people, mi~h t again reflllne his power, They 
would have further to prOVide for the caro of his Royal perfon, 
and he held it as a clear line of policy, that the Regency and the 
guarllianlhip of the Royal Perf on fhould be in different hands . In 
the Bill, tha~ke two Houfes might adopt for fuch purpores, 
could be 'OI uded ev"ry reftriCtion, thought nceellar.y to be pro­
pored by tha Houfe, and to what the two Houfes ihould &gree, 
there was no any pr abili ty, that it woulilnot receive his Royal 
Bighncls 's A ent. Hod not his Royal Highnefs given every fa­
vournble inti tion that could have been expected, of his love 
and reverence (or the Conf!itutioll, in the me/fage that had been, 
with his ~ut!llrity, delivered in the Upper Houfe? or, if they 

.. " . lof depend on the inferences, that might be drJwn frorn 
his pall conduct; was there any re.fon to apprehend,. that a Prillce 
of the Bruufwick line, would, when Regent, exeretf. any of the 
harili prerogatives ; when none of the Kings of that family had 
been cbll,able of any fueh ungracious conduct, finet t11eir accef­
jjon to the Throne of theft realms. The negative power was 
certainlyvefrecl in the Monarch; but had there been an inftanee. 
Mee the R evolution, of its exercife, without the utmoll nece(­
fJty? In th whole reign of King William the Third, it had not 
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occurred Qnce, and, jt is not to be imagined, tbat any MinHUr 
woulu bave the temerity to advife his MaRer, to a barJ4 or un­
gracious exercife of that a1mo!\: c'II»oded brancb of the Prero~a­
t ive. As to the apprehlmfion of a1lilfolu~ion of Parliament, tbat 
could have !till Ids real founuat' n ip trutb . G entlemen mu f!: 
be fenfible, that it would ~re oney to carryon the bufinefs 
of Government; and if tbe Parr '~:<:nt was dilfolved, wh,r. could • 
t he R tgml draw flu {upplitt. 'f ,I<>~cum!l:ances of the times ~ 
corrcfponded with the char~crer .ert.~ Prince, to a vert thtr7 
prehenfion of any viol t meafur ; "f1.s Lordfhip then '190k .~o­
t ice of fame of the metaphvlic31 notiOns, and fictions i~ Ji. ' of 
the Solicilor General . He obfervcd, that between .A'7.I,cs and 
71111Ap}lyji'" they were frrangely confounded . The phyftcians. af­
fured th~m, that the K;ng was it/copobl,; the metaphylical 
law] rs, that he frill r~tained his entire capa_ifY. Such wer~ the 
dillerences bet wen the Gentlemen of ,he red and the black robe! 
His Lordfhip, after a {borr ponegyric on the prefent conduct of 
the Prince, concluded, wJlh obfen'ing, on the ungracious appear­
ance, the proceedings of the Haufe muft have [ 0 his Royal High­
nef.~. and hy declaring himfelf for the amendment: 

lArd Fi,ltling rofe immediately after L ord North fat down, but 
the Houfe was fo diforderly, that he could not 3t lira be heard 10 
difiincUy . Enough of what hi s Lordlhip faid, however, was coI­
l .:ted, to underfiaJld, that his Lordihip reprobated the Refolution 
as originally moved, Jedarin; th"t it wOjlld form a dangerous 
pre edellt to future limes. As Archimedes once boa fled, Ihat he 
could 1Tj0ve the world, if he could get another to ftand upon; fo 
a bad Minifirr, " ith fuch a precedent in his po/fe ffion, might 

• rna e it the means of fubvc .. ting the Conftitution. His Lord­
(hip gaye it, as his opinion, that an immediate declaration 
lbould be maJe of the Prince of \Vales, Regent, They had not, 
he .id, allY r .fon to diflruft I,i. Royal Highnefs, ~o imagine 
that he would not fub.Ulil 10 auy reilriClionl or Ii ... itations that 
P .,.liament might tililll.. prop<r to impof< after t. e L~i{jature 
1] auld be complete. 

At we perioll of the Re\'ol ulion, a confidence t!'h~ell placed 
in the King ; nor wa' it ,iii .tfter he had been decl.lred King, that 
the Bill of Right~ and olher felliemenrs and fi ~ur\ties of our 
l ib rtf were ~djulied, nne! palfed into laws, and, furc+r;,"'fIte­
eha ce of his Roy.1 Higbncfs's fubmiffion to the will of Parlb­
me nr, after the gra ious dcclaratiot) that had been made from 
("eh bi h authority in anoth r pia > wu much grea~r rhan tbat 
Df the frin e of Orange's coofenrin tQ give the Royal Alfent to 
the Bill of Right had ben .. 

LetO nt;! men confider the dlferel1cc of the two eharaaers. The 
J»rinceofOrange was a f reigner, and had an armyofforeign troops 
ill the kl/1 dO(ll, !\JIll the sr-eat ft p rt 0 t t army near Londott. 
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h~~ea$ the Prince of \Vale , w31i :1, Prince hom among lit, 
r-hofe filial. tendemefs, and natur~l g(lOdncr. of heart had air d1 
endeared him to all who knew blm, an" ave tb.e bell promi(e 
of his ~elng as anxious, wiet: the L.egin.ture, to (0 ure bis fJ­
ther's TIghts. as that or the ~h.r Houfe of Porti. ment could 
wifh or expctt His Lordihi;llIrchlf he Ibould \'otc for the 

. amendment. X 

Mr. F." then rofe, he xpr /led fome regret at not ha.in 
-~I- ~en after the Sohci tor elll" I, wh'~n the words of that Gelt~ 

t le:1 ~o ~ frefh on the m1~> - hi,. hearers. He had delivered 
11r. x faid; many excellent maxim' , which he fhould not oOly 
admit, contend for, as making Ihongly for the argument 
which he Ii d now to propok. Two of thefe ~c !boulo pr 
molt particu arl)' on the attention of the Hou(e. The firll was, 
that the Ri ght which necelli ty creat~s, it alro limits-a pofition 
which held good not only in !hi f1:at", but in every other, framed 
Oil wife principles. A,notil er wa~I'hat we Ihould not, in many 
inllances, confider what the law ought to be, but what it is.­
But with refpeCt to the {or"". of law, which had been mentioned 
with fa much rerpeCt from the fame quarter, he had ever ~garded 
them merely as the guord, of the fubtlan«; but, whene. Ih y 
departed from that feeondary olliee to a prillei1'll, they were no 
IUllger entitled to his refpea; it bebov~d them, to watch th rn 
with a jealous eye, and to fc~ that they were not ufed to betray 
the Conllitutioll, and t~us the Cub!!anc. be given up, while the 
forms were preCerved wi th a f, rupulous alfe.'lation . 

In proceeding on this meafure, he, ohlerveo, there were three 
courfes which might have been laken, including the one now be­
fore the HouCe, which he would wlocrtake to prove, was infi­
nitely the worll that could po{fibly h"ve been adopted ! 'J11e fidl­
of thefe was fuO' £led by the forms purCueJ in the lirll ye.r of 
Henry the it, a precedent which had been fa ofreu quoted> 
he would ace t of it as bein~ nearly omilar, though not eOQI­
pletely fa; the ' was t Ich clifterene.: between a mill.r nnd an 
ilfant Ki~g; a d, as a learned friend of his (Mr. Anf1:ruther) 

. had obferved, t re were many a';ts to which the former wa com­
petent, and whi h the latter could not pollibly perform. Tb,e 
mode, then J''!5jJed, was by granting a commiUion under the 

.. 9 r ... 't·~elJ) To the heir n(xt if Mood, empowering him to (fJ/1fJUtr 

the f>arliament, witti all the regal privileges annexed to that a , 
of proroguing, diOolving, &c. This was, in his 'opinion, i(IU­
)litelya more e1igibl~ mann~r of 'ttanflu.g the Royal Alfeht, than 
tbat now adopted : in the on " the aIIent wali obtained by a fair 
.fii1~It, in the other by a ItnIJ fraud. The conCent 0 be given, na­
wrally, implied its oppofite, and no c:pnCent could be alledg d M 
Jauly given, when there was not, at :he fame time, an opportu­
Jliry of diKent i- Two circun)fi re alway tp be infetfC!\ 

fro .. 
• 
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from this and odIer precedents of the Came date,-that the Re:' 
~JlCy was ev-er <:,ollferred on the next of blood-and that it wa 
eben ,given, with the power he pad llated, in all ' its plenitude. 
Little could be drawn from the limitations afterwards laid on,the 

ntoatiM, but from the e~enc the moment. The whole of 

\ 

• Ouke of GJouceller, which fP~ng not from the reafon of his 

the tranfaaion wa worth fome de e,of contemplation. On the :' 
demife of Henry V. the crow1lde~lved 1:0 his fon, all infant 
.of only nine months 01d. On t e,.de of his father, the CQ~ 
eil, at that time in I:"H\:encc, ~i _ to the infant. K~ffg; a d the 
Bilbap of Durham, then Chancellor, delivered tile Gre. Seal; 
not, he.fuppofed, into the perConal hands of Henry th xth, be­
Cllufe he could'hardly be ""pable of receiving it. he Dulee of 
GI urefier, the neareft of kin to the King, took t Ie Seals, and 

ive.£d tbem to the Malter of the Rolls, 'd irecting him to put 
the Great Seal to a Committee, cppointing him Protector, in the 
name, and on the behalf of the King; al(o to a great variety of 
com millions, and to a number of writs, fummoning a Parliament 
to meet at Welhninfter. In that Parliamellt" one of the firll 
things done, waS to pars an Act of Ratification and 'indemnity, 
for hl~;j fummoned a Parliameot in that manner, and to declare 
it a I Parliament. Here then was a regular Legifiatllre, 
;which recognized the third eftate, in the perfon of the Duke of 
Glouce/ler, who reprefented the Crown, and +tad all the powers 
and prero!?"tives in their full extent, in like manner as if he had 
b:.~n the Sovereign; and, it was obCervable, that Cuch was the 
f'd"j>Onfibility annexed to the D uke of Gloucefter's high ollice, 
,hat amidR all the various .as of indemnity, pall'ed by that Par­
,i,oncnt, the Dulce deftred no indemnity for havi nl? thus employed 

Groat Seal. This inllanee clearly made not In favour of the 
amendment moved by the Hon Gentleman behin lim, to addrefs 
the Prince of Wales to talce upon him the Regen r but, at the 
fame time, it went directly agai n/\: the Refoluti i, as originally 
~oved by the Right Hon. uentleman, becau ., by. that they 

ere called upon, to fet up a pageant, without t e exereife of the 
rlgb~ of diCcretion, in giving either an aJl'enuo • bill, or a diflent 
~om it; a mere puppet, ' a creature of the tWo oufes of Parlia­
ment, direCkd to obey them, and obliged, withd¥t a)IY diferetion', 
to give the all'ent to fueh bill or bills as they' fuould tht'!i'K proper 
in paC!. The other precedents, in rbe reign of Henry the Sixth, 
we'" thofe of the 32d and 33d ,Years of Henry, when, through a 
temporary infirmity of the King, the Duke of Yorlc was ap_ 
pointed Regent. Mr. Fox commented on thefe two precedents. 
juod /he_d; mat in both, there' was all "aua! third efiate, exer-
iii all the difcretioll as tQ the giving the Royal a[eot or diBeot, 

....; power of diJrolving, proroguing and convening Par. 
\iM:tcftt The remainder of that rei~ waS not worth mueh. at-

t tent on. 
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~ntion. The Parliament, ~hich could admit the Killl'.aPa.. 

City to govern, at the age 01 1lm, years, and, a.ftcrwarda, deny 
• the fame at tbirt,.", could not be fuppofed to have aCted without 

bia , or to exhib' a general rule in their co,nduct. 
It was to be obferved,bowever, that tbis bufinefs-the transfer 

of the ,egal authority, was,' in th?_ d~y5, made by the Council 
which was then an executi"e Coullcil" or by th Houfe of j>eer~ 
which, at that time, fr"lluently .• clod 'II the fame capacity.-The 
ru-~ tune that I t had hcC!n done, cullonlfl,ll Par'/iallu11tf, wa io 
.the 1lo/l;ance of the Dui<' ~. York, and immediately afteT the 
baltfe of 51... Alb,,:'s! wl~n '\.e found of arms pad been heard, 
.ncr-when fober deltberatlon had, of courfe been put to flight. 
• To a 'oid ambiguities, however, in this <lifculIion, it [)"came 
necefTary a remark, that whenevcf he fpoke of the two Houfes 
aCting of themfelfes, and without the COnCurrence of the third 
J:;fiatc, be {bould lpeak of mas tbe two Houfes of Por/i_ent; 
whenever they had the fi,nct. f the kingly power, be t:b<>uld 
mention them as tTle Legiilature.- l -his dil!inclion, taken pro­
,perly, would enable the Houfe, puzzled as it had been in a maze 
.of laboured i'ntricacies, to diftinguifb fairly for th~mfelvc . 

He then proceeded to animadvert to the Revolution, as a lead­
ing precedent in this inlt.nee, the eircumftances of whicb ho 
qiflinguifbed as applicable to the prefent caCe, or the conrrary. 
The one was an oceafion ariling from the mifeondua of an 
~rbitrary monarch; the other a circumll""ce fpringing frolD AC­

cident. The one ~as an ocraf:on, where wife men looking, of 
courfe, to the eJU4 and indifferent about the lIltOIlS, made every 
forin give way. They wcre afraiel, lefi a foreign invader Illi hI 
take advantage of their JomeRic difeoments, and join an extcr", 
11.,1 to an intefiine war !-AII the aCtions fpringing, from fuch • 
fear, were, of.courfr, inapplicable at the prefent moment, when 
ltO fuch a, 4ult was to be dreaded, He fald, he fhould wholly 
layout o. the caCe, as inapplicable in point of analogy, all the 
circumfian, s of tbS alarm that prevaij ed, from the danger t 
the nMion, f lofillg its liberties, religion and conIlitution; on 
which acco t Ihe Convention fet afide King James and hi fon, 
the Prince 0 1 Wales; clid not appoint Q\,ecn MaIY; and decJare( 
William an Mary, King and Q\tcell; obviouOy for the rcofon, 
'" '.f. s the only perfon tit for them to choole, becauC • 
.he was the only perron capable of defer.ding their liberties and re­
ligion, and pre(ervin,g the nation from the imminent danger ~ith 
which it was threatened. At the Revolution the twq i:louC.,. 
'proceeded to d clare William and Mary, King and ~een. 
They looked to the only Sovereign W 01 they could eleCt, anef 
they proceeded not by mockery and Ii ion, but by an immediate 
~d9refs to the objeCt of tbeil choice. , 

• 
• 

• 
• 
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T hey knew th diftin :on betw enthe organs which' the r..,gif­
hture can ufe, and ofe which the tWO Houfes of Parliament 

,are L'OItlpellcd to "mrl y. The forme r proce.ds by Xl: or bill­
the lAtter; by ad rer. or lararion; nnd thu it was in the cafe, 
now mentioned. A part of ir g icv ces waS Rated a being 
violat ion of exilting laws; anolher; a5 refulting from the inade­
q uacy of til I ' to the protect ion of the {ubject. Between 
t!lcre a broad line f dlRinaion was , ,wn- they "'claud the 
(orm T as matter of fact ; the), re(erve tvc latter to be guarded, 
againft by the pr~vifiuJl of a (Ul"'. ~12lule , An auel~ re­
.r pea to thde caCes would fer~l.;oJbe"" that t~rmcr yre -

edents tended to fanaion Ihe mode which he had hin tc~, o( 
~ commillion granted to the Prince of Wales ;-the I~iler cafe • 

. nt rather to juthfy rhe .dJn,f, plopofed oy Ihe am,o'j,dmel1t-
the c~pedient contaiMd in the ReColuti was complc lrly 

damn d, by a coroparativ" rC"C~ ~rJ'eo<= to either dar, of prece-
dent I "" 
Th~ Rattlee of tne 13th f Charles the Setond ,,'as por.tive in 

i t!< tenor, th'l .ny pcrkll ",cmion;ng the power or the two 
}Juur"" t I t,tl.te wilhuul the concurrence of tne Sovereign, 
fhould incur Ih pen.ltio;; of • prlmUllirc ; yet, in Ihis infhmcc" 
d1ey were, in faa, to rroc~ed to legl il "tc- w;,hollllbc King. But 
whom, he w Id aik,W:lS Iheperfon, a?poi nred by Ih e commilIion, 
t o conCult or to obt.y r \\' a he to "ppl Y 10 the Soverei gn in his 
prefent natd He !runed,. dlat(uch a tb' g..would not be men­
t ioned. W dS h" to cOllfult WIt h the counCIl? No I Ih ere was 
)\0 council at prc(ent. The two Huufos of Parli:llnent were, in 
(; legin.te, and 10 perfurm between themCdves the kinglr 
tiln . 1\ . - Th", fbtute of the 131h of Charlos the Second h. d 

cen m~de for the purporc of condemnIng the conduct of the 
: rliament, whIch had pall Cu many ordin.n"" withou t the 

c: nfellt of a legal :'over ign . But if Sir John Sco (;lid Mr. 
- . h d been Ate rn ,y General at Ihal time, in .cad of Sir 

liver I. John, the car. would h."e been very di . ;elll. The 
fOl ITo r would have cutaiJ ,ly (u!!~cllcd tnc cafy exl'c fiellt of pur­
un" a ' UII if jJrnw, by a comml flion , in Ihe place .,. the K ing ; 

ould h,ve i ucd vcr)' a in hi' name under th Greal Se.1 J 
. nd , ho could then doubt Ih ir lei!:,J.il}' or propri~t .f-:1And yer, 
bid Mt . }'ox, if his wete (0 ar!,:uoJ in the Hou fe 0/ ~or'MTfOll~ 
lit til I time it i m.tt r of doubt to me, wh rh r the t,rami, 
! u\d have n 'look. n :lS more dfl.l~ble. or the {"PhiJ!", 

m<)re n,;(er.b 
Th fir alarm to war, in the preceding unfortun.te reign. 

had n given by the I t ice thll the King's meJlages ro nOt 
to Ite , vee!, but-through lh t HOUle. This was .gain con-
tr:tdi d in the Parliam nt f 'horles tbe Second, by whom it 

lar d, that lIIe Kin ' au orily {bollid no! be on\'eycd 
hIlL 
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hilt by ljirrtfetf or his deputy. Thi W:l a fd . lit proof rfi;zt 

. , regal authority was by no means fo comm~nlca I . had Jatel, 
bee'l fuppofed. The diflin8ioll l:J.id down I)y a learned ensle­

. ~an, requi~cd only t? be more RricHy an,lrfed. 1f the Houfe 
• dld. lh.t willch wa~ d~arcd only by neceffity, tbe ~il!ency of th., 
._ cale "'Guld be tb /c. JuJ\lfit~lIon; but if they ,vclIt f niler, tire: 
, Ju ges would crtarnl not putfuc, nor a accoflling I t .ic 
~8s . But what w~s yel more, if they pro deu a a Conven­
tion their pr<>ceedings were con "tuti 'Mlly \im ilt-d 10 a d c!' _ 
raliw addrefs; but if I , even ~r"Cicd tbeOt(elve, illto a le­
gillature, t could be c uled by 110 po ..... rs en eanh, but 
their . n tcmptrance and !nO "3.t10n. ' 
, H.vi, fully argued "I the eccd~Dt' of tb. Revolut\on. 
ang rcco men cd it to the Houfe, . a fit .""myle " r I eOl t 
" ,ilow upon th" pref."t occ.liQn ; Ie (aid, he would admit, 
that, which ever W!'y they.. ceeded,:! whetbcr by a drefo to the 
Prin e of \Valef\ 10 tak~ UI'" hi,nfdf the Regency, or . 
adopting the method fuggefted by th original Motion. 

It would, !J?-him, be readily admitted, that the firft a per­
formed in fueh ~ cafe, muft be n cdf3rily intormal ; but the, 
fh ould hallen to recur from the win~ing path of 110yolty, ~s Co 

as poffible, 10 the beaten rcad.- If the commiilion w~re gi "en~ 
in the full inllanct to the Prince, th II every part of the Cuulli­
lutioll would be r ftored to life ,"d energy :- ill the other m 
it would be lotally,illllOmplctc in fublhn('C. - lt was Ifo to be 
eonfider<d, tt.at .". fiep in their return to the eonltitution I pat 
was preferable to many, aJld that the ;nl.rmedio/t Rtgmt, noW' 
propoCed, was a being unknown to the Conflitution . 
. (Mr. Fox was here compdlcd to make an apology for nott'n­

tering, at the length he had propoCed, into the remaining pm 
of the his indifpo.lition permitting him only to t uc 
on the heads of his argument. l 

to the antecedent re/tri8ion, on the e. e utile 
he adjllittcd, that were t y fe rioufly intend d, the 
poffibilit)' ought to be minutely con.d red. but 

opinion, that they could not be made, without the 
on'mc Ltcijlalurt, he thought their djii "iii n might be 

for the prer~nt. 
concerning the Righi mentioned in the r. con 

Refolution, and where thot Right was fuppored to Cl:iIt. Did it 
exift in the LegiOature I- Or, that no perC on nterUined a d ubt. 
nor was any declaration n eelra,ry. 'Ill as it to r ft in the /W~ 
Houfes of Par/inmt1lJ? Y es! for (0 it had b en declared; but 
on a farther nquiry into their fac ulties, it appea,ed, t at th"y 
could not appoint the Prince o~ Walel , until they h~d lirlt 
erc8ed themfelves into a Ltgijlalurt/'- . le queltion w S 11\0-

deft!. '\/ked, in tb firn inftanc~w w to int th Rent? 
• '/ • The 

• 
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The anfl'Ver W:li-d!6 L'!JjlatlJrl: b,ut gainihg confide~ 01\ 
the next queftion, what was the L~'gijlaNm, the two 'Houfes 
boldly repli.d-OUll SEL VES ! . 

If any anteeed ot relhicHons, Mr. Fox concluded itil fay- . 
ing, were to be made, they might, with an obvious precedentj 
be malle, a i,\ the addrefl to King William, in which all the de- I 

c1arations were included, which were aft.1Warils conv~yed ill the 
Bill of Rights.-He was free to fay, however, that he did not 
approve of this mode; and he adm'¥,i/hcd the Houfe 9f. the 
danger of flying, in the abfence I'< ~p real, to an i1\:aI1l'owtr. 
Should tney agree to the prcf.ntlt,'!jl'olution, thevl"'would, un­
doubtedly, facilitate the way to all-the inroads of ururpari d, and 
lend an aid to baften the deJ-huttion olf a fabric me mo • beauti.J r. . 
CuI, that human wifdom hae ever rear.d, or long expe ,ence en-
deared to its deliglited pOfl~ors. ~ 

The Cbtnr'l.n.r if the x(he~,fe, a~d began with c~m­
plimenting Mr. Fox on hi half'illg that day de,livered his opiniO/l, 
{r .... from the fmalleft appe" ... nce of mat afperity and warmth, of 
whiOb he fo frequently had occafion to 'C mplain ~e alfured the 
R ight Hon. Ccntk,mn, that he lincerdy lamented, that the rea­
fon of his not having gone into fo ,ample a difcuffion of the 
~eftion, as he oth.nvife would bJlv" done, was owing to ill­
health; he wifiled to have had the ~eftion fifred to the bottom, 
b "ufe he was convinced, that the more it was agirated, the 
more it would be found to be drawn, al~reeabb' to the true funda­
mental principles of the Conftitution. Ife (aid, he /hould have 
no occalion to take up mu~'h of the t ume of the Houfe, becaufc 
the true point of the ~eftion appear"d to him to be within a 
very narrow compafs. He was not ~earful of treading over the 
ground of the R ibrht Hon. Gentleman, which he would endea­
vour to /hew in a very different ligM, and draw 'v different' 
conclufions from, before he would fubmit to the H ufo thole 
particular, on which he withed to reft the grand ~e .op. The 
p e edents before the Houfe, which had bem 011 a :lrme ... day 
nprobated, as in no manner analogous, alld as pre dents that 
(lould not, for a moment, be borne witb ; were no referred to 
the Ho"fe, not to judge of, as forming a fundamen aI principle 
of tbe Conftitution, hut as /hewing doe modes wli '?;~ to 
be adopted in the profent crius. He would conten , no er, 
that they tended to /hew., tllat upon l~ e (ufpenfion of the Royal 
Auth«i ,the po er refted with the l:WO Houfes of Parliamenf 
to prO\'ide for fllcb defici.ncy; they te'nd~ to /hew the Iol.ron . 
opinion of Parliam.nt given, upon a «i'aim of i.i!"t being made. 
I. the cafeof tbe inFdncy of Henry .r. his name was u(ed, and 
lie WI' Jmde the infhllment to ~iv'" .vigotir to th .. mear" .... 
uRn by the two Hou es of Pllri'am e'it: thtre was,· bolftYeIJ 
a mawri ~ betwt':u thofe~ times and ' the- .".,hr.-

. , c· - At 
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A tl,e dcatli of Henry the Fifth, theli'e n no Parliament: Me 
cafe was .Yow the rev~rfe. a Parliament ~i/lcd, and 11ld beeR 

\ ~mm cd by the King's own writ. The Right' Hon. Ge .... 
an, in alIuding ,to tbe reign of Henry the Sixth, (aid, thn 
f indemnity had been paJled in the /irll: Parliament :Ulembled 
uring his reign, for every trivial meaCure that hnd been 3dopte~h 
en for every writ tbat had been. iffu,ed und~r the Great Seal; 

' : . b ~hat no At!: of Indemnity had been paJrcu for the great and 
imp" nt office the D. of Glouceftcr hiad taken upon bimCelf. the' 
Hon~. cleman would, ho vcr, upon tbe invell:igation of t:bc 
/irft Act 0 , Qemlliry, find ~ ' df mill.ken, for the A in­
cluded the Duke""'f Glouce/lel, granting an Indemnity foe' 
all other c.;;~miffio{ls. He wi{hed . to allude, for a pre«lient. 
to the timesJubfeq ent to the banle 0 t. Alban'S, the power 
the Duke of V' ork fllPported was {hewn y the Parliament lon~ 
before that battle. He not onl die.greed with him in the fiate­
ment and conclufion' of the prece,,~_ ~ 0 Henry I. but alfo in 
the ccndufion he had Urawn from th" '00 ot the Revolution. 
H e agreed with him, tha there was Inuch inapplicable, and 
fome applicable. fIc agreed with the Right Hon. Gentleman. 
that the proceedings of th ofe time~, when iuAuenced by tbe­
arms of their natural enemy the French, or by any other poli­
tical meafure, ought not to be confidl:red in point; but fuch 
were, according with rhe forms of the Con/litution, he confi­
dered as appJiC2ble ; the infe rence to be drnwn was, th.t not 
having a KlIlg, they pruceeded to /ill up the ConlHtution, and 
in fo ooin", they did not take the choice of a King, but had re­
courfe tr: that perf on who appeared to them the mofi likely to 
protet!: their liberties and their rig;hts. 1<'cding the neceJlity 
of the cafe, they ~ad t.ken meafu .. :s nothihg tbort of" k­
!,I:i/lative At!:; they had proceeded upon the principle of tlIl: 
Conflitution,}~ough not according to the forms of the -
fliwtion; an , wb, t was deduce able from thofe meafures w'lS, 
that in cafes c'; neceffi~, to provid,e for \lie public fafety, tbe 
power be!ong~ to the people, throul~h their reprefenlari. the 
L ords and Comlflons, up to the fuUea extent of his argument; 

' whatever includ~ \\,itb-it, in the meafures Ia n at the Revolu-
rio II, rbe princip of the Co"ftltution, he confidered' as applr-
cable to th~~<. mo nt. Upon what principle did 1hey pro-

'. ceed to an AdJrefs to the Prince of Orang ? Their Cowation 
WlIS widely different from that of die prefent limes. they had 
to provide for the. fi.Iling a Throne that was vacant; at the pre­
rent moment the TlironC was full. The Right Hon, entleman 
had £wl, tbat, ~b:ordi to the 13th of Charles II. clie two 
Houfe5 of Parliament cannot proc:eed to IcgiRate without 
KlOg; the condu& of the Revolution h. d contr3ditl:ed that aJfer­
tion; they had aCted legifi tively, ~J\d IJlO Kin being prtlCnc, 

thoy 
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they, ~onfequeI)Oy. mun have aCled without a Xing. 'He atkedt 
<!ould the Throne be vat'ant durinl; the life of a Kin~ I He 
trui! d, that no mall would afIert the affirmacive, · though hat\. 
heard oll1ething of fuch an id", froll'! the Right Hon. Gentle 
m,m (Mr. Burke. ) [Hel'" a cry of "o! no!) Was it polliIJle 
that OUi' fituation could be limilar to that of the Revolution I 
when we had 1\ King on the ' J hro",e who had never forfeit , 
his Right; his p6Jitical capacity remained as entire and as 
fc~ it ever, but from a ",turol im:apacity he could not i 

the two Hou(~ of Pnrii'''l"lt c ulld not, therefore 1 c by 
the Act of Chalics the Seeon • ImO~ than i . as abided hy 
.. t t\le Re\lOlution; they we, c . ", utb preven _0, in the prefene 
inn C~, by the aCt: of Go 'l.s they had beer. at lhefte.~olll.tion 
by the abfe!lCe of the ovcre'gn; and e~ as ~ch Julhlied 
now to deviate from i a~ they were at th<}t ~Jorious ::era j that: 
Act might have been, ·itll equal )f"priet.\~ pleaded, as an irre. 
filbble bar to ~h Rev uti. ,.5 to the' melfures " OW intended 
to be t~ken . The RWu Hon. Gentlcm',n had afferced the uCe 
of the Great Seal to lie irregular, if appli~d to form tbe two 
Houfes into A ParliAment. The Ii. drefs p pofed would be 
equally exceptionable, for his argum"nts went to prove, that to 
put us Cpeedily in the lituation in which we want; the Prince 
mi ht be appointed by Addref" or might act under the Great 
Seal: it wa then afforted by that R igh t Hon Gentleman, who 
had jull be(ore declored the ufe of the Great Seal, without the 

ing' conCeot, to be a gro(,. fiction; '.hat the two Houfes of 
Parliamcot, who could not do it direEUy, might, by an Addrefs 
to a third perf on, appoint Ihe ufe of ehe Great Seal, which nei­
ther he nOr they had a right, by the fanner argument, to ufe at 
all. The {borrell, and the caliell way, to obtain the completion 
of th LegiOature, as nated by a n'oble Lord (N 01 th) was, in 
hi opinion, the mode moll dangerous to th e"<...'" Ilitution, and 
that which tended to the moll: violent ufe of th "n3's name, 
without hi Q/\ii nt. 'Vas the Regc:rrt fo app ted to aCl: in 
his own name, or in the name of thl' Ring I ne o!" the oeher 
he mull: do, if in hi own name, be dethroned he King; if in 
.;he n me \>f ' tlte K;ill it ;null be wilhout his c nfent: the ufUlg 
of the King' name, without his cOIlCent, had rooen aJIerted to 
be n gror., a ctumCy Ii bon; but bJl at Ii '. courcs of 
Jaw w re now upbeld. That liCt:ion wa the Cupport of bere-. 
cliury monarchy, (0 Ilrenuoufly 3rgUl~ for; the grand prjneiple 
aDd foundation on which hereditary moparchy had relled, was 
the politicru capacity of the King ever remaining entire, and it 
Cf)uJd never be ret nlide while living, and not having forfeited 
Ibe 'own. That \\ s the grand pri,"ciple that fUPi'0rted here­
dimry Riglu; what elfe could have proteCled the infant monarch 
in A r dJe, or the infirV' Heafl d oldl King on his bed of fick. 
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tle,!s ~ When it had been alrerted, that any aCt done with.out tbtl 
.lng'~ n~me was a mud, and a gro(s attempt to impofe on th. 

nlbruuon, he begged to be informed, bow w:lS thi ~/lllt 
o.oppofes the King, to efcap, the cenfure of anlmadverfion ; 
e. King, he i.nlilled, . was In the contemplation of the law, 

n In a Itate of incapac ity. He had the fan~ion of the wifeft 
,fa of the law to fay, that the manner, which appears the wifeft 
from experience, as well as the mof! conConant to law of in­
veltin a Regent :-"ith proper ~onf! i tutional power 'is that, 
which . P _ Ibed In the ReC~~ns. He was well founded in 
hi s opinion, an dduced man'r·Aj1Ues to prove, that any ACt, 
paired by P rliam t, in its prerent lituation, w.s an oflenlible 
A~ ;' if it . , ars der the Great Se31, no matter how ob­
!;lined, no per n would inlifl that the Ad was not valid; it was 
recorded by Parliame~t, that the h:ing is infane, it is the part 
of the G reat Council oyhe . n to guide his political con-
du~L \ 

If the do£lrine now attempted to be a need, of the Rillht of 
an Heir Apparent ~ -allume the exereife of the Royal Authomyon 
the infancyoriindifpolit ion of a K ing, Ibould be Once efllblilbed; an 
adieu might be bid to all hereditary fucceffion, or even to the enjoy­
ment of kingly power during life. If the Ld. Chancellor fhould put 
the Great Seal to any Act, no power in the country could fay it 
was not law. It would be prefumption in the Chancellor, on hi 
own opinion, to put th e,Gr".t Seal to any ACt, purp<Jeting to 
give the Kin~'s .lfent; but if that .lIent could not be implied, 
without the Great Seal, no man, he prefumed to think, would 
fay, that the wifdom of the whole Council of the Nation to 
g •. ide the poli tical capacity of the King, in a moment of futh 
peeffing exigency, was a coarfe, a c1umfy forge ry, and an idle 
tiction. 

By the Cec" n Refolution of the Committee, and to which the 
Houfe had agree , they declared it to be thei r Right and duty to 
provide the. mear - of i"upplying the defeCt of e perfonal execcif .. 
of the Royal A hority; having, .lfened that Right, they would. 
be betraying the duty if they abdicated a part of that Right, 
which might eve ually put the remainder out of their power to 
exercife. 1f me , rince was put in polrellion of the Regency, 

.,with the ·.1't powers and prerogative:. of a King, he migfit im­
mediately difrolve the Parliament; but it bad been faid, that be 
probably miglit not; he might, however, with thofe powers, 
previous to the difcuffion of the RellriCtions, prevent their 
taking efFea, by pouring in a number of Peers into the Upper 
Houfe, during the agitation of tbe limitltions in the Lower 
Haufe. lVhether the limitations ou~ht, or ought not to take 
place, they ought to be diCculred while they had the power of 
u.fcWlic.n; it might be the opinion of fa e, that duriog fo thort 
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