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wall 10000 ftadiums long, which reaches frai
eaftern ocean to the province of Xanfi: not (iR
length is fo great as they fpeak it; but if you A
all its windings, it will really appear to beim®
than 500 leagues. You muft not concei
plain wall, for itis fortified with towers gl
the city walls I have mentioned ; and_df thf Pl
where the paflfes might be more eafily forced, ¥
have raifed two or three bulwarks one behind
ther, which may give themfelves 2 mutual defe
whofe enormous thicknefs, and the forts which X
mand all the avenues, being all guarded by g
numbers bf forces, protect the Chinefe from all' St
tempts fn that fide. : i am
- Chida being divided from Tartary by a chain s
moufitains;, the wall has been carried on over the
higheft hills, and is now tall and then low, as £8%
ground allowed ; for you muft not think, as fome
have imagined, that the top of itis level throughoity
and that from the bottom of the deepeft valesifs
could have been raifed to be as high as the tallei
* mountains. So when they fay that it is of a wolis
derful height, we muft underftand it of the fpot &
ground it is built on, for of itfelf it is rather lawes
than thofg of their citics, and but four, or at
five feet in thicknefs. )
It is almoft all built with brick, bound with futhy
ftrong mortar, that not only it has lafted thefe &
veral ages, but is {carce the worfe. It is above J8¢a
years fince emperor Chihohamti raifed it, to preve
the infurrections of the neighbouring Tartars. THS
was at once one of the greateft and maddeft undeis
takings that I ever h of ; for though indeed
was a prudent caution of the Chinefé thus to guaf;
the eafieft t;mm hov:h ridiculo:sf }ras it of the
to carry their to the t ome precipl:
which the birds can fcarcer:a?:h with :--
!)ud on which it is impoffible the Tartarian ho

thaotl
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< Rould and if they could fancy that an army

: i‘i have _clambered up thither, how could they
¥V} that fo thin and low a wall, as they have

e. 1. in fuch places, could be of any defence ?
f& mty part, I admire how the materials have
and made ufe of there; and indeed, it
ithout a vaft charge, and the lofs of
IBre mén than would have perithed by the greateft
firy of their enemies. Tt is faid, that duning the
“¥eens of the Chinefe emperors, this wall was guard-

d by a millipn of foldiers; but now that part of
ary belongs to China, they are content with
well the’ worft fituated, but beft fortificd
gurts of it, e \
~ Among the other fortrefles of the kingdom, there
¢ above a thoufand of the firft rate ; -he reft are
1els remarkable, and indeed fcarce deferve that name;

iot all are very well garrifoned, and by that one
iy judge what vaft armies are conftantly kept on
wt. However, this is not the only in which
hina excels other nations, for to confider her only
B her military capacity will hardly raife our won- ’
r; but who can enough admire the numbers,
teetnefs, beauty, and government of their trading
wns?  They are generally divided into three
ifies ; of the firft there are above 160, of the

ond 270, and of the third near 1200, befides
ar-300 walled cities more, which they leave out
ot worth obferving, tho’ they come but little
: of either of them, either in the number of inha-
Ptants or greatnefs of trade. The greater and
fler villages are numberlefs, efpecially thofe of the
athern provinces. In the provinces of Xanfi and
enfi they are for the moft furrounded with
alls and’ good ditches, with wron gates, which the
buntry people fhut at night, and guard in the day
to proteét themfelvés from thieves, and fn:hma
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the infults of the foldiers, who are ot always 7.9
be kept in by their officers. v,
The largenefs of thefe cities is not lefs ;
than their number. Pekin, which I have
the honour to mention to your highnefs,
be compared to Nankim; or, asitis
Kiamnim, a town formerly inclofed x
walls, the outermoft of which was 16 long:“leagues <
round : fome works of it are ftil] to be feen, which”
one would rather think to be the bounds of 2 pro- =
vince than a city. When the emperors kept their
court there, its inhabitants were, no dolibt, number-
lefs, Its fituation, haven, plentyy the fertility of the
neighbouging lands, and the canals made near it, for
the improvement of trade, could not but maké it a
fine city : -ithas fince loft much of its former fplendor.
However, i you include thofe who live in its fu-
burbs, and on the canals, it is ftill more populous
than Pekin; and tho’ the unarable hills, the ploughed
lands, gardens, and vaft empty places which are with-
in its walls, render it really lefs than it feems, yet
« what is inhabited does ftill make a prodigious big city.
The freets are not very broad, but very well
paved, the houfes low, but cleanly, and the {hqps
very rich, being filled with ftuffs, filks, and other
coftly wares: in a word, it is as the center of the
empire, where you may find all the curiofities which
are any where found in the whole kingdom. There
the moft famous doétors and the Mandarines, wha .}
are out of bufinefs, ufually fettle themfelves, having |
the conveniency of {everal libraties filled with choice
of good books ; their printing is fairer, their artifi | ,
cers are better workmen, the tongue more polite, \
and the accent fmoother than any where elfe ; and
truly no other city were fo proper for the emperor's
feat, were it not for the ftates advantage s
fhould refide near the frontiers, It is alfo famous

on other accounts, \
; Firfe .




1§

l

" Chief Buildings 9 China. 77

Fil, Forsbe river Kiam on which it is fituated,
“yhick is the Iidgeft, deepeft, and moft navigable in
Eem

ﬂév_ 3 being, in that part of it which

bathgs \he city, near half a league broad.
eopndly, the royal obfervatory on the top of 2

nfgig\ where ftood formerly a platform and

"r‘:'nu-,_. ents (which were fince removed to
ekin) bht now only fome old buildings remain, and
a large fquare hall, pewly built as an acknowledg-
ment of the emperor Camhy’s kind vifit to that
city. This was a trick of the Mandarines, who, un-
der pretence of raifing 2 monument of that prince’s
favour, got confiderable fums of money from the
inhabitants, not palf of which was laid out.

In %he third place for a large tower, vulgarly cal-
led the China-Tower. There is withgut the city
(and not within, as fome have wrote) £houfe named
by the Chinefe, the Temple of Gratitude (Pao
{:ﬂ:ﬁe ) built 300 years ago by the emperor Yonlo.

is raifed on a maffive bafis, built with brick and
furrounded with a rail of unpolithed marble ; there
are ten or twelve ftepsall round it, by which you
afcend to the lowermoft hall, the fluor of which
ftangs one foot higher than the bafis, leaving a
little walk two feet wide all round ir.

The front of this hall or temple is adorned with
a gallery and fome pillars. The roofs (for in Chi-
na there are ufually two, one next to the top of the
ywall, and a narrower over that) are covered with
green varnifhed fhining tiles 3 and the ceiling within
55 painted and made up of feveral little pieces diffe-
rently wrought one within the other, which with the
Chinefe is no fmall ornament. I confefs that medley
of beams, joifts, rufters, and pinions is a fingularity
which furprifes s, becaufe we muft needs judge that

a walk was not done without great expence;
but to fpeak truth it proceeds only from the igno-
h of their workmen, who never could find out

it

e\ that
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that noble fimplicity, in which ‘conﬁﬁf bo
ftrength and beauty of our buildi b
Th.isha.ll has no light but w tcomes n)
the doors, of which there are three very lajge,
that give admittance into the tower I{peak gf, wk
is part of this temple, Itlsof“an
gure, about 40 feet broad, fo tha :1
15 feet wide. A wall in l:he hké orm is SR
round it, at two fathoms and a half" difftases
and, being moderately high, fupports the one jile’
of the pent-houfe, which iffues from the towsry
and thus makes a pretty kind of 2 gallery. Tl
tower is nine ftories high, eacl ftory being ad®y
ed with a cornifh three feet wide at the bofifum
of the windows, and diftinguifhed by little “pent-
houfes like the former, but narrower, and (i
the tower itfelf) decreafing in breadth as the
increafe in height. 2,
The wall is, at the bottom, at leaft xz.
thick, and above eight and a half at the top, gl
with China-ware laid flat-wife ; for tho’ the weatice
has fomcthing impaired its bﬁﬂuty, thereis yet encug
remaining to fhew that it is real China, tho '.
the coarfer fort, fince *tis impofiible that brgks
could have retained that luftre abcve 300 years;
The ftair-cafe w:tlnri is narrow and troublefomiss
the fteps being ﬂ: Each ftory is madis
of thick pieces of txmber dcrofs-w:fc, and on thle
a g:oor, the cc.ﬂm 1‘:of each room being beautifiesd
with. paintings, uch painting as theirs cai §e
ca]ledP:mbeaEty The ms Ef the u artlh
bear feveral {mall niches full of carved i
make a Srctty kind of checquer. The whole work
gilt, and looks like carved ftone or marble ; |
believe it to be only brick, for the Chinefg
very fkilful in ﬁam ing all kinds of ornament
it, which thro’ the ﬁncncfs of their fifted moul
gomes more ealy to them than to us,
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1€ firitQoor is the moft lofty, but the reft are
equal hedyht. I have told the fteps, which are
ir\pumber, Bbing almoft all 10 large inches high,
eafured them very nicely, which amounts
58 fget. If youadd to this the height of the ba~
thag \of the ninth ftory, which has no fteps to
¢ to the top, and the cupola, the fum
be ¢, leaft 200 feet in height from the :
“This cupola is none of the Jeaft ornaments of
¢ building, being, as it were, an extraordinrry
, or may-pole, which, from the floor of
ighth ftory, rifes above 30 feet higher than the
S0P of the tower. *Round it a great piece of iron
s in a {piral lime, feveral feet diftant fl:om the pole,
W& th2 it looks like a hollew cave, on the top of
“Wliich is placed a very large golden ball, This it is
2at the Chinefe call the Porcelain Tower, and which
dume Europeans would name the Brick-one. What-
ger it may be made of, it is undoubtedly the beft
santrived and nobleft ftructure off all tht;1 Eaft. Fm
0 top you have a profpeé of the whole city,
- Spe l};' of the mounmﬁn which {tands the ob-
Ietyatory, which lies a good league north caft and
eaft from it.
Namkin was al{c famous for the bignefs of its bells,
Bt their weight having worn down the fteeple which
ey were hung in, the whole building fel! down, and
#hey ftill Lie upon the ground. There is one in the
& between our college and the obfervatory, whofe
St is 11 feet, and that of its handle or ear by
h it hangs, 2, and its diameter is 7; the outward
mferenceis 22 feet, which indeed leflens towards
£ top, but not in the fame proportion with our
here, for the figure is almoft a cylinder, if you
away a confiderable fwelling towards the mid-
where the circumference is equal to that of the
m. Its lower brim is fix inches and a half thick,
ows thinner and thinner, to the bowirg Whg

§
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the cone begins, fo that under the egrif is ﬁo a

2 inches thick 5 which may be !"ured

nough, becaufe they pierce thcu' s at to
increafe their found as they fancy. The

brittle, and very ill caft, being full of htﬂe kuobs

Thefe bells were caft during the mng. reign be-
fore this. Each have their particular,»<ej the St
being called Tchoui, the Hanger ; another, Che, the
Eater ; a third, Choui, or So, the Sleeper; and a.
fourth, Si, the Flier; for tho’ there are but 3 irr the
city, the Chinefe geographers placea 4thbeyond the
river Kiam. Now, fuppofing that”a cubical foot
of brafs weigh 648 /. r_ﬁ’o bell which I meafured
ihould weigh about 90,000, fuppofing it tg be of

an equal bignefs and thicknefs. As for the big-

nefs, there.igno great difference, but the thicknefs
leflens from the bottom to the top, where, as I
have faid, it is but two inches thick ; fo that al-
lowing it to be one with another four inches
thick and better throughout, the bell will weigh
about 50,000 /. and be twice as heavy as that at Er-
fort, which father Kircher affirms to be the biggeft in
the world.

But this is nothing to what there is at Pekin, wh:ch
ean fhew feven caft under the reign of the em-
peror Yonlo, near 300 yeats ago, weighing 120,000/,
each. They are 11 feet wide, 40 round, and 12
high, befides the ear, which is at leaft 3 foot m
height.  This, my lord, Town is furprifing,
could fcarce be believed, had we not father V

word for it, who himfelf has exadtly meafured them. -

Bug.as much as their exceed ours in bigne
fo much do ours exceed em in found, whether ofir
metal or Way of cafting be ‘better. Be plen{'ed ho
ver to read what fatﬁg* Magalhaens writes of
which is in the palace at Pekin. Its found, fays. lh,_ \
Joclear, [o pleafant and barmonious, that it aem fo
ceedfrom amufical infirument muchrather the
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1 comparatively ; and per-
g¢ the author hd never haﬂﬂ any t n of tﬁt

- As for my part, ail the bclls, I have

have feemed to me to make but adull,
e, as one may eafily imagine, for their
rs are ade of iron but wood. However

be (fer it deferves not a longer mqulry) it s
ertain, that the Chinefe have in all their cities very
big pnes, with which they diftinguith the five
Wuchcs of the night; which they reckon from feven
gﬁ{ of thaclock in the evening: they begin

with ftrikidg once, which they repeat a
moment after, ang fo on till the fecond watch, then
they ftflke two firokes, and at the third watch three,
and o on: fo that thefe bells are as f many re-
peating clocks, which every other momf@at inform
you what time of night it is. They alfo ufe for the
fame purpofe a ver)r great drum, which they beat
in the ame manner.

Thefe two imperial cities, which I have now been
deferibing, might alone render China defervedly fa-
mous, but the metropolis’s of moft provinces are fo
big, ghat each were fit to be the chief of an empire.
, the capital city of Xenfi, is three leagues
round. I have had the curiofity to meafure it my
felf', which was not difficult ; the walls which inclofe
it makmg an exa@ fquare. Its ditches, which arc

%hry and partly fﬂlcd with water, are very fine;
' thick and tall, as well as the fquare towers
't defend them ; its bulwarks very broad, and its
gaPes, at leaft fome, moft ftately, and ke thoﬁ: at Pe-
&. The city is divided into two parts by an earthen
gll, which runs almoft from one end to the other.

o half is inhabited by the Tartars, who keep
. _ on, tho® in the other, where the
dwell, there are alfo 2 good of troops.
myﬂiﬂbcfmmold palace, the refidence
N ancient kings of:hztcmmu'v, who were
Do

€‘
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powerful, not only becaufe of pie vaft ejter
their dominions, but alfo thro’ bravery and ¥
rage of their {ubjects; for, among all the CH

there are not any better proportioned, of 22k
ftrong, ftout, and laborious than thefe gAs 0

houfes, they are, as every where elfe it a,
and not over-well built 3 their furnitdfe is not fo
as in the fouthern parts, their varnith nof fo fmé
their China not fo plentiful, mor their workmé
ingenious,

Hamcheu, the chicf city of the province of
kiam, is alfo one of the rich¢ft and greateft if
empire, The Chinefe fay it is four leagues ro

dpm‘ I believe, they teli no lye, ®The ftreess a
full of people as at Paris, and the fuburbs befid®
being verglarge, and the canals crouded with ath 8
finite number of boats, I believe it to be as popu
as the greatcit cities in Furope. The garrifon cc
in 10000 men, 3000 of which are Chinefe.
water of their canals is not clear, nor their f#
broad, but the fhops are neat, and the merc)
there are reputed to be very rich.

Eaftwards from the city runs a river half a le
broad, being near the fea, but indeed not very
fiderable, for a little higher it is but an ufelefs
rent, which runs thro’ abundance of rocks. A
lies clofe to it to the weftwards, which is about
leagues round.  The water is clear, but very
low ; deep enough however for fome large flat
tom’d boats, which the Chinefe keep there, :

ﬁoﬂtmg lﬂands, Whm thw NEGDIC te
th:;ry leafure. In the middle ﬁan):lsou:lg land wigee
the)rufually land, having built there a temple'¥
fome houfes for their diverfion. Of this hkc
relations have made an inchanted
that it was built round with fta
This might be; buti
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rof it fhould in. But perhaps
wodtlen thatched dwel-
in which China does every whereabound ; then
a fhort while might make great alterations,
ne not ufe its utmott efforts to pull them
/" Hglwever, if this city is not fo eminent for
gs, 1t is commendable for being one of the

ated in the empire, for the prodigious number
B inhabitants, the conveniency of its canals, and
“reat traffick which is made there in the fineft
n the world.

What is furprifing,in China is, that whereas, being
) thro’ one of thefe cities, you would fcarce ex-
g meet wifh the like, you are hardly out of

* of it before you are in view of fuch another.
Jir example ; going along the gregs#tanal from
Bbeu you come to Sucheu, which is not far from
, =ud, if you believe the inhabitants, contains four
ues in circuit, being indecd of a vaft extent It
U85 the ufual refidence of a viceroy, and has as
A% a trade as any city in the empire. I do not

i to be proportionably as populous as thofe I
v mentioned 3 but the fuburbs and multitude of
#*amaze new comers. Thofe who have the pa-
& to fpend a few minutes on the water-fide, and
e throngs of people that come to cheapen
hodities, would imagine it to bea fair, to which
thole empire were crouding; and the officers
L tho’ not over ftrict, are {o bufied in receiving

ffoms, that they are obliged to put off to the

1y a great many traders, who come to make




meet with other cties at fmall difjsfices
other, fome a leafue and a h and fome '+
leagues round. As foon as you are come.
river Kiam, you meet with Chinkiam, a t
on its banks, one of whofe very fuburbs, Avh:
north-weft, is a large German leaguefin ‘sircuits =
this place is fo populous, that, when 1 pafled thro’
it, it was no fmall trouble to me to malé m w:‘y
thro’ the crowd, which is ufually as great in thofe
ftreets as here at a folemn proceflion. Overagainft
it, on the other fide of the river, ftagnds Qua-chéou
another great trading town; ,a little beyond ligs
Yamcheu, one of the moft remarkable cities in the
whole empire, which, accordin to the Chinefe,
contains two millions of inhabitants.

If 1 di%apt here recal myfelf, I fhould unawarés
deferibe all the cities of China; but defigning on!fftt
give your highnefs a general account of their large-
nefs and number, I fhall, without a needlefs, tedious
defcending into particulars, affure your eminency
that myfelf have {een feven or eight of them as bi
at leaft as Paris, befides {everal others where I have
not been, which I am affured are not lefs. There

are fourfcore of the firft rank, equal to Lyens
Bourdeaux. Among 260 of the fecond, above !El
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- hundred are like Orleance ;5 and among 1200 of:
third, there are five or fix hundred as confidergble
as Rochel or Angoulefme ; befides an innumeraile

quantity of villages greater and more pg‘lau.lous {
€, my

Marenes and St. John de Luz. Th 0
are no hyperboles, neither do I fpeak by hear-fg
but having travelled in perfon over the greateft
of China, I hope your highnefs will favour me
far, as not to queftion the fincerity of my relatiotis,
I fhall conclude with the feveral ports and hay™
of China, which do not a little contribute ¥
mcreafe of its wealth. The Chinefe emperors ha

forbid the entrance of them to foreigners ; % ™
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3 fond of morgy than of ancient
: have {f late years grjnted a free accefs to
« Ons.
¢ firft beginning fouthwards is Macao, famous
the traffick which the Portugueze formerly
lde chtyé, before the Dutch had expelled them
of the' greateft part of the Indics. They fhill
v zft‘gm‘efs in it, but their garrifon is {mall, as
de ey are not,able to keep a very great one.
“ides, their beft way to tnaintain themielves in
is poft is, to ingratiate themfelves with the Chinefe,
a blind obfequipufnefs to*all their coramands,
ich they do very wifely. The town, if I may
cajl a few hdufes not inclofed with any walls, 1s
[lilt on a narrow uneven foil, on the point of a fimall
and which commands a good road,.avhere fhips,
M ) the means of feveral other little ifr:‘tl:awds which lie
& the windwards, are fecure from any ftorm. The
‘aven is narrow, but fafe and commodious. All
he cuftoms belong to the emperor 3 and tho’ the
‘ortugueze do ftill preferve a form of government
@mong themfelves, yet they obey the Mandarines
4 whatfoever bears the leaft relation to the Chinefe.,
., The fecond haven of this coaft is formed by a
etty wide river, up the which great veflels can
> as far as Canton. This place is very convenient
r foreigners, becaufe the city fupplies them with
Sundance of all kinds of merchandizes and refrefh-
its : but the Mandarines are not fond of letting
h too near their walls, left they
: furprized ; or rather, they are unwilling
t thcu' merchants fhould deal with ours, fince
Mandarines fell them the European effeéts under-
1, by other perfons whom they employ.
he province of Fokien, adjoining to that of
on, hﬂ another celebrated haven, which they
Emoui, from the ifland which forms it, for it
roperly {peaking, bntamad lock’d in on the
G 3 ong




86 Of the Cities, Houfeg, and .
one hand by the gbntinent, and the beAghp
the faid ifland. T}e biggeft fhipsfride here {8
and the banks arc fo high, that tley may cpffigae
near the fhore as they will. The late ”? .
provement of trade in that city inviteS tg=
confiderable number of people, and thy "pil
been judged of fuch a confequence, that the
peror has for fome years paft kept there@ ga®
of fix or feven thoufand men under a Chinefe ¢
mander. '
The fourth, called Nimpo, lies in the moft ea
ly part of Chma, there it was we landed.
entrance 1s very difficult, and wholly impracticil
to great veflels, the bar at the “higheft. tides B¢
being above 15 foot under water. That placd
neverthelefo,a very great trade; for thence the
make a fpeedy voyage to Japan, being but fita
days in their pafizge to Nangazaki. Thither the
carry filks, fugar, drugs and wine, which they &%
change for gold, filver and brafs. .
Nimpo is a city of the firft clafs, and wagiy
former times very remarkable, but has been mugs
damaged by the late wars ; however, it daily rege
fomething of its former {plendor ; the walls are igg
goad condition, the city and fuburbs well inhabi
and the %unf on pretty numerous. The towr
ftill full o kind of monuments, called by
Chinefe Paifam, or Pailou, and by us trnumg
arches, which are very frequent in China.
They confift in three great arches abreaft,
with long marble ftonés; that in the middie is nu
higher than the other two. The four columns wh:
fupport them are fometimes round, but ofte
fquare, made of one only fone placed on. an ks
gular bafis. Infomeno bafis is to be feen; wheg™
&w&wmmxi‘hz;gtthrdagekm 0
into ve ho capitals, but
trunk is faftened into the architrave, if ur-_
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pfa) naime tb fome figures over the pillars,
giize is beder diftinguifhed, but too high in
mtion to thefreft ; they addr it with inferip-
Poeautiful figures, and emboffed feulptures ;
iofé wrought loofe one within another, with
ers Actkipufly carved, and birds flying as it
rom the ftone, which in my mind ‘are mafter-

ot tlzt all thefe grches are of this make; fome
b ordinary that they are not worth the feeing ;
hers there are which cannot enough be prized.
@ivad of a cotnith, they have before and behind
wt flat marble ftones like pent-houfes. There
0 many of thefe monuments at Nimpo, that
: W im® places they are more a trouble than an orna-
' tho’ at a diftance they make an agrecable
_) have omitted the haven of Nankim, which, in
i, becaufe of the breadth and depth of the
iter Kiam, thould have been firft in order; but no
Wie put in there at prefent. I do not know whe-
::i e mouth of the faid river is now choaked up
R fand; but fure [ am, that the whole fleet of
L8 Jamous pyrate, who befieged Nankim during
Hate troubles, pafled it without any difficulty ;
. perhaps it is to prevent any fuch accident for
nture, that the Chinefe will u?t make 1;1& of it,
by degrees it may grow out of knowledge.

“Lhis, my lord, is glggm'cml what may bcgfaid of
0 ortrefles and cities of China, the humber
hich is fo great, that fcarce can a traveller di-
nifh them, they lie fo thick together; therefore
Chinefe have ever thought that no nation in
vorld mh?be;:mpam}?etm th:ns, much like
peuple_ : whom t ro relents, s
s 15 that great and ;Zorﬁm (;;P wbr'c?zu -
or Jo many years, and faith, I truly am a
G4 city,

pb. il 15,
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c:ty, and there is momg befides W A
indeed were fomethfhg ‘excufable 12_&1: }:JL T
they knew of notlfing beyond the{feas of Japse
forefts of Tartary; but what we hat®: to
that the weft had alfo its cities and kmgdoms, :
in feveral things exceeds theirs, has oa
humbled them, being not a little ve;xeu( thi
title to univerfal monarchy fhould now be quefti
after having enjoy’d it above 4000 years. :
Our comfort, my lord, is, that thefe proud’
vhich ftiled themfelves Ladies of the Un
have been forced to open their gates to the g
and are partly fubdued by our religion. * Thges
dwelt in bigh places bave bowed their beads, al
Lord has in a boly manner brought lnw the Zaf 4 (110
This, my lord, has often fupported me in the RUS{L
of my labenrs and travels. I have feen bullis
cities where chriftianity had made no progrcfs _
among thofe crowds of worfhippers of Belisi
have obferved a chofen people which worfl
the Lord in {pirit and truth, Our churches 2
the ornament of thofe very cities, which duri
many ages had been defiled with idols ; anii ¥
crofs,rm& above their houfes, confounds fuperfisiies
and gains itfelf refpect from the very Gentiles. SRug
What then remains, my lord, but that we 14§
with the utmoft diligence to the [Eerfefhng of a
worthy the zeal of the firft apoftles. Woe to §
who are kept there by the care of the head o
church, andp the liberality of chriftian prince
thro’ ncghgence, or an ill-grounded cowardice, .
fail of rendering the inhabitants of thofe vaft ci
holy nation. Hitherto, thro’ God’s good gra
minifters of the of hzvc not been athamed of
Eofnﬁion, ore the pagan mngﬂ:ntrs
hen forced by a long exile to qui b
ghurches, they all nnght with St. Pau] fay.

* Yaiak xxvi. 5.
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byveendeadoured to ferve the Lord in all
B With many tears, and porwithftanding the
& bave met qwith from the becthen 5 that I bave
pg Pom you that might be to- your advantage,
drgnce being frong enough to prevemt my
gl poth in publick and private; but ra-,
imo{bing you all to be penitent towards God,
ithful to our Lord Fefus Chrift.
Whoy that thofe, who have compofed whole
yi=s to cry doWwn our catholick miffions, will
woree to what I have faid. Men, who have
. profefled sthemfelves enemies to the orthodox
Mine, attack it every where, and make it their
s to flander, fuch as preach it: but it may
. t8mfort to us, that we have no other ad-
;' ies but thofe who are fuch to our
goyrh, and that we are only blamed by thofe
W praife would be a reproach to us.
1 lowever we ftand in daily need of the affif-
. of our kind proteétors ; for in what part of
i vorld can naked truth and diftrefled innocence
_;"_'«-':'.«. alone the force of inveterate malice ? In
WL my lord, we hope to find one full of zeal and
e, The ::Fprobation of fo great a prince,
fole wit, judgment, and uprightnefs are well
amvn  to urope, is able alone to filence
i! confound our enemies. And when it is once
bwn that you are in fome concern for our af-
0%, that you are fenfible of our labours, per-
ded that our defigns are good, and willing to
ribute to carry them on; none fure will then
Yo daring and hardened a calumniator as to
#k againft our miflions to China, or refle® on
. conduét in, that country, I am with pro-

S M Lo,
- Jour Eminence's moft
' buwble and obedient Smalﬂ:, ]
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LETTER Iv.
%5 the Count de Cazcy/d

Of the Clme, Soil, Canals, Rivers, and
CHINA.

My Lord, . \
HE French miffionaries to China are {o hf]
ly obliged to your whole family, that amc
the moft important commands, they have honous
me with for Europe, that of returning you thel
hearty thankswas earneftiy recommended to my cas
I know, my lord, that, how great foever your i
vours may have been, your feveral employments, aff™
the unboundetl application with which you férvi &
majefty, have fomewhat curbed your zeal, .
éut what is not owing from us to that other felf §€
yours (pardon the expreflion) whom his blodils"
name, wit, and a thoufind excellent qualificatiofis
do fo confound with you, that we can ?carcc ditigs
guifh the one from the other ? In all our travels
which fome of us have already reckoned above 400
leagues, we have not made a ftep without his ordi#
and afliflance, His zeal has excited us to noble o
terprizes, his prudence directed us how to ca !
on, his courage ftrengthened us againft all oppofitic
and I hope his unfhaken conftancy will at laft g
fuccefs to one of the moft noble atchievéments tk
this age has produced, to our church’s good, tot
improvement of learning, and to his glory who fiwa
the Gallick fcepter. ; 3
Thus, my lord, while you make known his nz
in the feveral courts of Europe, he fj 1S
broad thro’ the new world, where he is

verenced by the preachers of the gofpel, e fu
porthei?s,ymd'mh bfthofcgordpsgs!ifm
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hole ruin he is the occafion of. I the more
¥ do juftice to his merit, becaufe I cannot
a fpbjeét ‘more agreeable to your lordfhip ;
1 ot already fpoke of it in private con-
o4, ¥ were to blame to give over {o foon.
ey, paving indulged a father’s tendernefs, is
me you fhould fatisfy a ftatefman’s curiofity ?
g defcribed Europe to the Chinefe, who
® “defired its politenefs, beauty, and magnifi-
B it is but juft that I make China known
o' European, who is beft able to judge of its
deur. I'have, my lord, pitched upon the fol-
¥ particulars, being fuch as will give you a true
1_""'_ that counsry, and will, perhaps, give {ome
Yt in the reading.
Wil being of a large extent, the nature of the
'y different, according to its partictilar fituation,
K les more or lefs {fouthwards. I can however
- your lordfhip, tlmtheflea&of its fifteen pro-
y is fo ous and fertile, that in Europe
e ma.k?r:iﬂne'a confiderable ftate ; and a
, who fhould enjoy it, might have wealth
ibjects enough to content a moderate ambi-

lis land, like all others, is divided into hills and
"5 but the latter are fo even, thatone would

the Chinefe have ever fince the foundation
eir monarchy been employ’d in nothing elfe
levelling them, and making them into gar-
| and their manner of meliorating the ground
to let water thro’ it, they could not devife
ér way to diftribute it equally; elfe thofe
which lie higheft would have laboured us-
@ contidual drought, and the reft lain always
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may fpread , and not wath down ph\S g
with its feeds. VT
Thus they have, as it were; forc
making artificial plains, where fhe half\raif:
tains 3 gnd a long feries of fuch hills furfbup,
crowned, as I may fay, with a hungred=Qaii =
rafles, lofing in breadth as they gain in height,
whofe foil is as fruitful as that ofgilhc & cul
vallies, muft needs make a very entertai la .
Itis true that their mountains are not L
moft part fo ftony as ours, their mould &
ther light, porous, and eafily cut} and, wh
moft furprizing, fo deep, that in moft pros
you may dig three or four huadred feet in
before you come to the rock. This does not a B
contribute to its goodnefs, becaufe the contjjse
tranfpiratiorf of falt {pirits is ever renewing i3
this endues the foil with a perpetual fertility. %
Nature has not however been equal in her &
bution, fhe was lefs lavifh to the provinol§ ¥
Xenfi, Honan, Quamtum, and Fokien. Yet #u
their mountains are not wholly ufelefs, bearingd i
kinds of trees, which grow tall and ftreight, anj
fit for all kinds of building, efpecially for fhig
The emperor referves fome for his private ufe,
fometimes fends 300 leagues for trees of a pigg:
gious bignefs, of which he makes pillars to his i
ples or other publick buildings.
. The inhabitants alfo trade much in them, |
having lopt off all the branches, they tie 80y
100 of them together, and faften fo many f{
rows one behind another as reach almoft a m
which they drag in that manner along the riv
and canals till they have fold all ;n{.’%rthqr
them little convenient houfes on thefe kinds
floats, where the timber-merchant, his family, ™
fervants lie during the whole voyage, whic
fometimes three or four months long.

"
A
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ve other mountains which l:m{t_ of a
more publick advantage. Thofe pro-
"5;‘9, 5 hra.E:’ mercury, gﬁg‘: and filver. It
o, $he/filver mines are not now made ufe of,
ey think the empire is fufficiently ftock’d
aith 1, of tjat they are unwilling to facrifice the
lvesof poor people, by putting them upon fo labo-
rious and plangerous a tafk.

As ther gold, the torrents wafh a great
quantity away into the plains, which proves the
occafion of a great many peoples livelihood, who
nave no other occupation than to look for it among
the fand and mud, Where they find it {o pure, that
it needg no refining as at Peru.
~If you will believe the Chinefe, who themfelves
» credulous to an excefs, their mountains have
on ierful properties. Some, they fay," are ever co-
vered with clouds, while others always continue
calm and ferene. Some produce none but ufeful,
wholefome herbs, while not a rank poifonous weed
can grow there. They affirm, that a hill in the
prevince of Xenfi is fhaped like a cock, and crows
foraetimes {o loud, as to be heard three leagues off ;
and <hat another, in that of Fokien, moves to and

o when a {torm approaches, like a tree agitated

Juith the wind. The hoary heads of others are
* covered with a continual froft ; and there is one in
the province of Kiamfi, called the Dragon-Tiger,
becaufe the Bonzes pretend that its upper-part is fhap-
el like a dragon, and feems to affault the lower that
is like a tiger.
That of Fokien efpecially is admired, the whole
extent of which is nothing elfe but a reprefentation
of the idol Foé, fo hugely big, that its eyes are
veral miles broad, ang its nofe many leagues in
ength. I cannot fuppofe it to be a piece of Chi-
nefe workmanthip, for they would not certainly
@fe made its nofe fo big, who love theirs fhould
gle, which they look upon asa great beauty.
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The mountsin of Xenfi is o lefs w
at the found of a drum, or any other
it breaths out fire and flames, raifegfwind, )
ftorms, and what not: and, to condiudk,
the province of Huquam has this ft
ty, that it makes thieves fo giddy, that,‘fhotiid
they fteal any thing on it, it would be impeffible
for them to go off with their booty ;twhereas an
ealy egrefs and regrefs is allowed to fudsus come
thither with an hofpitable mind.

China abounds in fuch like curiofities which -

fome of our philofophers admire, and endeavour to
reduce to natural principles ; but I fhould rather
advife them to leave that difceflion to the Chi-
nefe, who, being the authors, fhould beft know the
caufes of thefe fEncied effects.

The idleft dream, and that to which they give
moft faith, is, That there is a dragon of an extra-
ordinary ftrength and {fovereign power. It is in
heaven, in the air, on the waters, and ufually a-
mong the mountains. They alfo believe, that in

mountains live a fort of men which they ¢all
the Immortal Race, believing really that they ne-
ver die ; and fome are fo infatuated with this ri-
diculous opinion, that they wander among thofy
rocks, and there lofe themfelves in queft of img

mortality. There are feveral famous grotto’s where ™

fome Bonzes lead a very auftere life; but for a
few that'behave themfelves well, abundance, thro’
their execrable vices, are grown contemptible to
perfons of quality, and odious to the people, who
only tolerate them thro’ 2 miftaken zeal.

The mo% famous temples a;_'e alfo built on
mouatains. Pilgrims repair thither from 200 lea
off, and their number is fometimes fo @ S

r\m
ﬂ!\mds are crowded with them. The women

ly are very exatt in the performance .
this picce of devotion, for having no other ot

-

~

S
| 1
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e
tunity ff going @broad, they are glad of that pre-
>3 ‘ut thnfe holy travels being fomewhat pre-
,nhqal virtue, their hufbands are not over-
= |

well_ple at it ; therefore only your ordmary
’ fort of wbmen undertake thefe Fllgnmagcs,

p fox Sperfons of quality, they orce_their wives
= zeal into a/narrower com

If after, having viewed their mountams, we take
a profgﬂ of their plins, it muft be confefled,
that no art can equal their natural beauty. They
are all cultivated, and have neither hedge nor
_ ditch, nor fcarte a tree, fo much they are afraid
of lofing an inch of ground. In moft provinces
they make harve& twice a year, and between
thofe wvo feafonS they fow herbs and pulfe.

All the northern and weftern provinces, as Pe-
kin, Xanfi, Xenfi, Suchven, bear wheat, barley,
feveral kinds of millet, and tobacco, with black
and yellow peafe, with which they feed horfes
as we do with ocats. Thofe of the fouth, efpeci-
a.lly Huquam, Nankim, and - Chekiam, are fruitful
in rice, it being a low, watery country. The
hufbandmen at firk fow it diforderly, like other
corn, and when it is grown about two feet from

« the ground, they pull it up by the roots, and
tranfplant it in a firait line, in {fmall parcels like
« Aittle fheaves, cheequerwife, that the ears may fup-
each other, and the cafier refift the wind 2
that thefe plains look more like fpacious gar-
| dens than a E.ln
The foil is Froper for all manner of fruits 5 it
bears pears, apples, apricots, peaches, figs, grapes of
all kinds, and efpecially excellent mufcadines. There

are alfo walnuts, chefmts, and ge-
M‘gs that we have in Europe. T heir olives
mﬁ‘ogmlrs, prefs no oil out

p E# gt T L

o
. ]
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of it. Their fruit, generally P y i§ 0
fo good as ours, bemg wholly ﬁ:mn' )
art of grafting. But they have th
melons, which are all excellent :
{fmall, yellow within, and of a fweet {ﬁgr 2
which they eat with the rind as wg do dn
ple: I have not met with thofe any where but
the province of Xenfi. The others a.r\very I,
and long, the infide of fome,are whi ol i
thers red ; though they are full of a cooh
which taftes like fugar; they neyer prove“of
five, and may be eaten during the greateft hea
fummer, without fear of a furfeit ; thofe are ca
water-melons.  The third fort sare like our *
dinary melons. !
Befides the fruits which they have in comd
with us, others grow there which are not kng#&
in Europe. The moft delicate they call Letf
and is found in the province of Quamtum, ¥
as big as a nut, the ftone is long ard big, &
the meat on 1t foft and waterifh, but of a niot
delicious tafte. Iknow not any fruit in Eugas
that comes near it. All this is inclos’d in 2 rofi -
thin rind, and the whole is fhaped like an. €888
It is unwholfome to eat a quanmy, and of
hot a nature, as to caufe a man’s whole body
break outinto pimples. The Chinefe dry it w
the rind, and then it grows black and wrinkW
like our prunes, and fo it is preferved and eat’§if
the year round, being ufed efpecially in" tea,
which it gives a little I'harp tafte, more agreeall
than that of fugar.
In the fame province, and in that of Fokie
grows another fmall fruit which they call
Dnﬁons Eye. The tree that bears it is
thofe which produce our walnuts. This
exadtly round, the outer rind being {mooth i
grey, but as it npens:tgmwsyilomﬂx. 2
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hge, of 2 fharp tafte; and very full of
fitter for a dyfert to thofe who have
har(to fatisfy the hungry ftomach :
odl and inoffenfive.
¢, another kind of fruit peculiar to China,
in all parts of it; of this, as of apples,
kinds. Thofe in the fouthern pro-
be much like fugar, and melt in one’s
fin the provinces of Xanfi and Xenfi it is
y bigger, and may eafier be preﬁ:rvcd
of the formeris clear, fmooth; tranf]
hiningered colour, efpecially when the frult
Some are in fhape like an egg, but ufually
1e feedg are black and flat, and the meat
ery and almoft liquid, which they fuck out
the ends, When they are dried like our
sbccome mealy; but in time there grows a
¥ fugar’d cruft upon them, from which they
W meft dglicious flavour.
in Xanfi are, as I have faid, much more
ir meat heing like that of our apples, but
ent colovr. Thefe they either gather early
hem on ftraw, or dip in fcalding water, to
of an ill foure tafte which they have at firft
The Chinefe are not over careful of this
being a natural product of the earth which
any foil: But did they endeavour to bnng
ection by grafting; I queftion not but ic
made an excellent one,
bofely omit their Ahana’s, Goyayes, Coco’s
r fruits, for which they are indebted to the
Sind which have been aburidantly defcribed in
lations ; but I cannot pafs by their oranges,
ly known with us the name of China
becaufe the firt we faw of that kind came
The firft and only tree, out of whofe

I ours are ﬁudto hmf&q
* e
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de St. Lautence, and we are indeed
the Portugueze for that delicious fruj
brought only of one kind over, tho’
in China. = 1.4

That which is moft valued, and fent as a rarity
to the Indies, is no bigger than a billigrd bail 5 the
tind is of a reddith yellow, fine, clear, and wery .
fmooth ; yet the bigger fort feem to me the beft 5
thofe of Quamtum efpecially are very agresgble both...
to our palate and conftitution : "They are commonly
given fo fick people, being firft foftened wighe the -
fire, then filled with fugar, which, inéorporating with =
their juice, makes a very {weet wholfome %yrn
than which nothing can be betterofor the lungs. T
know not how to diftinguifh them from thofe we
have in Provence, and that are brought from Por-
tugal, unlef$ by their being more firm, that they
are not eafily parted from the rind, neither are they
divided into fegments like ours, tho’ elfe they do
not differ in fhape. .

When 1 was at Siam, moft of my cohnn'me\
were tranfported with the goodnefs of certain oranges
whofe rind is rough, thick, almoft all over green,
They may pethaps be willing to know if Chima cant
fhew any as good. As to matter of tafte, a2 man
does not always agree with himfelf, much lefs can
he do fo with others, All I can fay to it is, that
each is excellent in its kind, and that ufually the laft
eaten feem beft tafted. .

Lemons, citrons, and what the Indians call Pam-
pelimoufes, are very common there, and
fiot fo much regarded as in Europe; but they culti-
vate with a great deal of care a particular fpecies of
lemon-trees, whofedfruit being tio bigger than 2 wal-
nut, perfectly round, green and fharp, are elgelles:
#n all kinds of ragoufts, and thefe afh?uhs h

ant in boxes to adorn their o)
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""of | the trees that grow in China; that
ces tallow isin my opinion the moft pro-
very propofition is no doubt furprifing,
ing tio where elfe any thing like 1t, will
- X ; yet there is niothing more true; and
perhz my lord, a particular account of the nature
and propefties of fo extraordinary a tree will not
be unwelcome. i
“Steis’ about the, height of our cherry-trees, the
branches are crooked, the leaves fhaped like a heart,
- ively brifk red, its bark fmooth, the trunk
hort, and thé head round and very thick. The
is inclofed within a rind divided into three
ts, which open when it is e:}pc, and difcovey
hree® white kernels of the bignefs of a {mallnut.
All the branches are very thick of it, and this mix- -
are of white and red makes at a diftance the fineft
in-the world ; the fields where thefe trees
ge plantéd, which they ufually are in a direét line
ad checquerwife; thewing a far off like a vaft parterre
flower-pots. -
- Butthe wonder is, that thiskernel has all the qua=
ies of tallow 3 its odour, colour, and counfiftency s
lidythey 4lfo make candles of it, mixing only a liftle
Ml when they melt it to make the ftuff more pliant.
they knew how to purify it as we do out tallow
rey; 1 doubt not but their candles might be as good
oufs ; but they make them very awkwardly, fo
at their {mell is much ftronger, their {moak thicker,
d their light dynmer than ours,
It is true, the fault does not a little lie in the
k3 for inftead of cottony tho’ they are well
tked with that commodity, they ufe afmall ftick
tdry light wood, wrapp’d round with the inner
tfof arufh, which is very porous, and thereby
*d for the filtration of the fmall particles of that
pus matter by which the flame is preferved. This
den. wick, | enlut.ﬂ.itdwmmrnht
. - & a3
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" as cotton, increafes the fmoak, a
frve fmell.

Among the trees peculiar to the ¢
fpeaking of, I muft not omit thofe wh :
per, not like that which we make ufe of S Jurp
but another fort of feed endued with the fame g
lities. They grow on a tree like thofe Which b
our walnuts, about as big as a pea, and of @ gr
colour, with little red ftreaks; when they '
they open of themfelves, and difcover a little ﬁ
as black as jet, cafting a ftrong fmell very offént
to the head, for which reafon they gather them §
intervals, not being able to remain on the tree
confiderable time. Having expofed thefe- grains
the fun, they caft away the ftone, which is too
and ftrong, and only ufe the reft, which, tho’
quite {o agreeable as our pepper, is howevar of g¢
ufe in fauces. _

That you may better judge of thE’:tmhry of thik
vaft cmprre, be pleafed, my lord, to tzke notice
that there is no place in the world like it for
abundance of roots and pulfe; it is almoft the o
food of the inhabitants, who omit noﬂlitég to }
them good. It would be too tedious to givesya
fift of all thofe different herbs ; for befides thofe
have here, their ground brings forth feveral
unknown to us, on which they fet a greater val
Their care and dexterity herein is beyond all
gardeners performances; and, if our walks
theirs, they exceed us in their kitcie .

Tho' this fubje&, common initfelf, and not wollhs
your notice, yields no t -rarity, I cannot f
bear {peaking of a kind of onions which I have fet
‘they do not feed like ours, but towards the, [
end of the feafon their leaves bear fome fmali\f
ments, in the midft of which is a white oiman ;
that in-the ground.” This does in time produce!
liw:s, :nd thofe a lake head, and fo on; Wiks
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abd fhorter as they are farther from the
& dimenfions are {o juft, and the pro-
% &a®, that one would think them arti-
loge 3 and it feems as if nature were minded

gefiat, even fporting, it can exceed the fkill

hat*as been written of what they call Petfi
e, it would be a great wonder. It is a kind
far, that grpws under water, whofc root is
to a white matter covered with a red fkin,
des itfelfinto feveral heads,which,when frefh,
a fmall nut. I have been affured that it
roperty, that it foftens brafs, and as it
nders it seatable, if a piece of the metal be
the mouth with one of this plant.

feemed the ftranger to me, becaufe the juice
ifTues from it is very mild and cooling, and
iued with any of thofe corrofive qualities
fedypneceflary to work fuch an effect.
n & we were arrived at Hamcheu, where
th is much eaten, we had the curiofity ta
o the truth of it 3 gnd to that purpofe
‘piece of  their money, which was made of
drittle fort of molten brafs, and wrapp'd it up
c¢ of this roots one of us, who ha:{)]{)lrongcr
than the reft,- broke it into feveral pieces,
the others, Jouth :to, frain, ther jaws, had
s¢n able to do; but thefe broken pieces were
d as evu', which made us think that the root
ndeed virtue, than that by being
’ round ‘the brafs it faved his' testh, whsch 3
of leather, might have done as well, We
repeated the experiment at Kiahim, but with
© coefs 5 fo true.it is that thefe mighty
' -ﬁ\mﬂdhchunl twa:e. before tnheyare

::'.---:. w..n.ﬂ vof-,#'elf {fo ﬁmtful»amun
W 1 @l’?ﬁ M ity the,canals, which arg

cut



cutthro’ it, were alone fufficient to niale
but® befides their great ufefulnefs in yrate
country, and farthering trade, they ad
beauty toit. They are generally of & ck
and running water, that glides fo fo
can {carce be perceived. There is o‘m ]
every proyince, which is to it inflead’ of '8
and runs between twa banks, built up wi
coarfe marble ftones, bound together b
which are let into them, in the fame m
we ufe to faften our ftrong wooden bo :
corhers.
So little care was taken, during the wars.
ferve works of publick ufc, that this, tho' ¥
thc nobleft in the e.mpare, was fpoiled ir
whichis a great pity ; for they areof
ufe, Loth to keep in the waters of the
and for thofe to walk on who drag the bos:
Befides thefe caufeys they have themcarverien:
a great many bridges for the communicatiog:
pofite fhores ; fome are of fome
'ﬁrmc feven.arches, the middienioft being
extraordma?y high, that the boats may go
without putting down their mafts. peds
are built with large pieces of ftone or marb!
very well framed, the fupporters well fitt
the piles fo fmall 'that one would. think th
diftance to hang in the air. Thereare many
bridges, fo that where the ‘canal runs in
lme, as'they ufually do, rtmalu.ﬁa. profpé
once ftately and agreeable. e o 0
This great canal runs out\mto ﬁﬂlﬁ- -
cither fide, which are again fubdhqdnd to
vivulets, that end at fome’ great town or v,
fometimes they difcharge themfelves into fom
or great pond, outof which all the adjacent co
35 watered s fo that thefe t]marxlpkﬂ!fd -

embellithed by fo'many fine bridges, bo

102 Of the Clime, Soil, Canals, ij :
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; '—:l.' nt mks, u.auy
ains, covered thh a num

and crowned (1F I

) with a prodigious number

: es, whofe ditches it fills, and

forms, does at once make that

git Fruitful and the moft beautiful in

‘3s it were aftonithed at fo noble
Adbmetimes bore a fecret envy to
s ibehalf, which muft own that it
W n that kind to be compargd to
W it be then, if that art which in
aoft unlikely places has raifed mag-
rdens and groves, had been em-
£ 8h land, to which nature hasfbeen
ol pmoua gifts ?
4y their country was formerly totally
hat by main labour they drained
ting it & way thro’ thefe ufeful
true, I cannot enough admire at
1% and induftry of therr workmen,
ade great artificial rivers, and of a
it were, created the moft fertile

¢ believed, that men fo ignorant in
phyficks, and the art of levelling,
a work as that to perfeétion ; yet it
> canals were dug by men; for
trait, the diftribution is equal and
flood-gates made for the rivers to
at, and others to let it out when
3 fo that it caunot be doubted but
are only bchoiding to their own
great conveniency.
fe canals in the uthem provinces,
t is called the Great Canal, becaufe
whol myﬁ-om(:ant_on, which
e lies
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lies, fouthward to Pekin, ﬁtua{’ed
northerly parts of the em Y
travel a fhort day’s journey ]gll‘ land tq
Moilin, that does on one fide bound
Kiamfi. From this mountain iffue tv
runs fouthwards to the fea, and the otl
as far as the river of Nankim, whence
river, and feveral canals, you may pro
to the very mountains of Tartary. &
But, by reafon in this huge extent
above four hundred leagues in
not level, or, hath not a defcent pro
the emanation of the waters, it was ne
a great number of fluices a work. =8
fo in the relations, nctwlrhﬁandmg
different from ours. They are water-§
were certain torrents, that are precipi
canal into another, more or lefs rapid
the difference of their level: No
barques to afcend, they make ufe of a
of men, who are maintained for tha
the fluice. After they have drawn cabl
and left to lay hold of the barque, in
that it cannot cfcape from them, the
capftans, by the help of which they ¢
and little, by the main force of tl
fuch time as it be in the upper canal,
to continue its voyage whither :f-:ﬂ'
{fame labour is tedious, toilfome, ang
us. They would be won
ould they behold with what eafir
who opens and fhuts the gates-of
the longeft and heavieft laden barqu
afcend and defcend. =2
I have obferved in fome places :g Ch
gm:crs of two canals or channels hav
nication t yet for all that, ¢
boats to P ﬁ-omtheonctothe her
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 different above fifteen feet:
2y go to work. At the end of
built a double Glacis, or floping

vhich, uniting at the point, ex-

bis, {o far, till, being raifed to the
ain by its own weight along the
the water of the upper channel,
“during a pretty while, like an
5 and they make it defcend af-
“proportionably. I cannotima-
s, being commonly very long
“eape being {plit in the middle,
in the air upon this acute an-
W that length, the lever muft
o¢ effect upon it 5 yet do I not
ent happen thereupon. I have
} times that way, and all the
~when they have no mind to
. themfelves faft to fume ca-
tof’d from prow to poop.
' fuch fluices in the grand canal,
ues, that are as as our
bar:.:tlfed by force ofﬁ, nay,
be fpht in the fall; all the
urmounting thefe torrents, of
in ; yet this is what they per-
o’ not without fome trouble

ges, as they call them, are ne-

xfwemay give credit to the
p barques, from cighty to an
dncenyw,
fwtim emperor, without
counting
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eounti thofeofﬁhqdar'_
hws“ghﬁmtc W

out, one would think they carry tj#%
the kingdoms of the E:.ﬁ, and ths
voyages alone was ble of fupp
tary wherewithal to fubfift for few W
for all that, Pekin alonc hath th
and it would be as good as noth
province contribute befides to the
" the inhabitants of that va.ﬁc:ty T
The Chinefe are not only con
channels for the convenience of
they do alfo dig many others to &
water, whetewit:l{ they water the f
drought, more cially in the nort
During the who}cpfgummyﬂ', you may
peoplc bufied in raifing this w
dance of {mall ditches, which they
the field. In other places they:
gvnmnes c;_f turf, whofe botm&'
‘the level of the ground abo
i cafe of neceffity. --.-.
where m[Xenﬁ and Xanfi, for W
tain pits from twenty to an fi
&omplwhxch they draw water
Now, i by chance they me
water, it is worth ohﬁ:rvmg
ﬁiuﬂnnd it 5 t;hey fuftain 11: N
dmdpdiﬁ’crmtey

ways, that
reap the benefit of it they
it b according a§
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ey commonly tranflate the Son
) am afrid they are miftaken 3
th hn:hthe Chmefe write Yam,
wh:chﬁgmﬂ:sﬂleSu,al-
8. ciation may have fome af-
ﬁgmﬁnuomthutluslem
ich they gave it in former times
pofe.  Under the reign of the
i ngpified a province of China, li-
vt on the north ; and it is fome-
dat they gavet!mfame name to
ince drain’d all the water

ad wide for 400 leagues together,
to the eaft fea, overagainft the ifleof
was made by the fand and mud
iver bears along with it; the Chi
a proverb amo them, that fays,
e no bounds,ngﬁmd the Kiam no
b tom. T ® And, in truth, in fome places there

Pwh found ; in others, they pretend there
.18 _mthishundmdfathomwaw I am
that their pilots, that carry

or fixty fathom cord at longeft,
the curiofity to found fo deep as three
fathom; and the impoffibility of ﬁndt:fg
n, with their ordinary plummet, is fuf-
mv opinio tomchnctlmmﬁofuchhhe

m.

mes failed upon thistiver; I have
obferved its courfe and breadth
the mouth of another river, into
. ue their way to Canton.
irty leagues from thcf?td:
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little half league broad ; the !
dangerous, and beoama more
every day for its fhipwrecks. In 38
exceeding rapid, it forms a grest
all of them very beneficial to 5
fon of that mulititude of bulruffes
foot high, that it pmduceth Aoy
the cities thereabouts ; for th
encugh for buildings and fhi

revenue, and the emperor 41w

do fometimes {well extraordina
¢hat many times they bear away
or leffen them by the half, an ¥ous
ones in fome . other place ; and 8¢ &
mire ta fee them change phme

do mot always happen 3

minith the impofts or duties, aie
dition they are found to be is
The fecond river of China
as much as to fay, the Yellg
earth it {weeps away with it, eff
great rains, gives it that colour
many others,gn:vho{'eWHWS,a
year, are fo over charged wit
and thick, that they rather.n
mud than rcalrivu's. The Hoag
at the extremity of the mount
sprovince of Suchyen in the w
thmw:“ itfelf mbﬂe men.l] wh
- time all along ¢ t wall,
China; between theg;:wmm
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ters _;ln g:fvmce of Ho'ritn,f._ a;;dwhm
“\ one part of the province of Nankim,
' GOI:H ¢s into the Jand, it dif-
sth into the eaft fea, not far from
iam. I have crofs’d it, and coafted it
s 3 it is every where very broad and
jer deép rior navigable to fpeak of.
ath in former times caufed great de-
ina, and they are ftill forced, to this
ep up the waters in certain places by
z banks, which notwithftanding does
|2 Cities thereabouts from apprehenfions
- So likewife have they E&n careful
ce of Honan, the ground lying ve-
bouts, to furround the greateft part
bout a mile from the Wa.lls,fwith a
Suled with turf, to prevent being furpris'd
¢ and cafualties in cafe th% bank be
appened about fifty-two years
Deror, endeavouring to force a re
Jong time laid clofe fiege to the city
b draw off, caufed one part of the
f broken down, thereby to drown the
W But the relief, he afforded the city,
v fatal than the fury of the befiegers
&vE Been ; the whole province almoft was
“Wwater, together with many cities and
illages, above three hundred thou-
drowgned in the metropolis, amon
ome &f our miffionaries, who at
ame: otis flock of chﬁﬁians, and there-
church and~their lives,
suntry ever fince is become a kind of a
; not but that they have fome defign to
 but the undertaking is difficult and
father Verbieft thither, and perad-
venture
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venture, ﬂm;:mnc would b
:}hﬁf’gﬂ;h:zst hedsfmvuulthat
e ol pretence, to remove
ftance from court, and that he:
gage him in a difficult enterpriz
to deftroy him ; or out of wk
have difintangled himfelf with ¢
There is to be feen in China
rivers lefs famous, but yet mor
commerce and trade. .
Since they afford nothmgun Ji
to abufe your patience, fir, to d ce
lars. As to what concerns fountain
wifh’d there were more of them, gnc
tain that their ufual waters are not
haps, hath obliged the inhabitants,
fouthern provinces, to drink it al%
becaufe warm water is unpalatak g v
they bethought themfelves of puttifje “ian
a tree to it, to give it a gufto, Thof &
be the beft, and fo they frequently ;
It may be alfo, thatGod )
dence hath fo univerfally - the wa
his people, and, if I may be bold > {5 fow

y the defe@ of wells and fo
nature of the ground hath

falt and brackifh, heluthbq

that fpecies of a particular tree ja
hlvesfuvenotmj m he w.

noxious qualities, o tp make t}
and t. -,
Veare affured that there are
l.mun]g&ﬁmm.m.fevazl that
g e W"‘*‘m =
certain fuhﬁumm









T O e L

he bottom of which thcyvg
en pot turned upfide down,
hat they may retire into

o che . They kenit
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~ fih from one vafe to another, gr |
taken not to touch them with the
that are touched die quickly after, « /.l
Youmu&forﬁat mhem\?qﬁ T -
purfe, faftened at upper 'mg\. "
which they are infenfibly engaged ; e
once gotciynto it of rhcm%:lvts, one s "hhq

of hurting them, and be fure to he'@ o
the firft, which empties but ﬂawty‘ apelrprive

to tmn{‘port them to the other Anv
noife, as of a cannon, erof' Vi iy »\

fmell, too violent a motion, are all = -+ mrt! z
them ; yea, and fometimes oecafion " xnt';

1 have obferved at&aevery time rfﬂiﬂ;hm
the cannon, or melted pitch anlfﬁr Len A e
live almoft upon nothing ; thofe \ni-u hie oy
that are bred in the water, or thc « 4 -
particles that are mix’d with it, il 0 m,"
to keep them alive, They do,' o Afar
throw n little balls of pafte nowan™ . T 0
is nothing better than a wafer, whic. 1o W o

a kind o? of which they areevvn (v
which indeed is very fuitable to the: ‘d.:'i-g;E N
and tendernefs. - In hot countries th - - £
much, pra care be taken to 1

themitill the heat Natohetts il
of & bk clowr, wiuchfe
dlu, ﬂ:l&dlﬂgd

ebhm,mtomd whm,

the uur.auty ofthehil,



. ) Jakes o s
St delventds into the 3 uto Yy wal
e 2 Jufh IcB o o B rofvind
w0 et et o mention thofe prodigious mon-
, T Jeen 1o e made to aftonith na.turqa::
ol caned thofe wondegful fith I but
i ol wiel, w little as they are, yet by their
. ﬁl?!br Uty are che fubjed of our admiration,
Sand Lok s vk lome faint ideas of the greatnefs
.qr.mc_.\v{fé Chkes”
J el heve pesiinted you, fir, inacompendium,
8 (gt s it were the map of that coun-
:';. vl Lefiid to give you fome knowl
W . thels b ie outfide, and, if I may fo fay,
SL A bodw of tat empire, whofe foul and fpirit
s t¥peridd - thig's inhabitants.  Peradventure,
C%lvs o0 U e read what T have writ to J;;
1wl heapt to inquire what people
.lﬁ: fo as;;;to retl:i?'lem;te faireft,
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have hopes that probably ‘
abundam?:op P;; in nm
to come and reap 1t 3 atl
mony will not be infi ;
than ordi zeal of the fma.ll compy
onaries, that fucceed me, will

the vaft number of thofe which fuch - ﬁ‘% .
m:EIht demand. Iam, withall the m;‘- 4 ] f
nable,

SIR, 1 _;
Your moft bumble, =
audmcﬁa_ﬂ'cﬁ‘sm‘rw
ve p »“p j'

91'
GH b GG eY b GRGIEEHBEERLHL 3.4 Hm

LETTER:¥.% ""

To the Marquis de Torfi, Secrerayd Brat v
Farezgu A’ﬁatr:.

Of the peculiar Charatier of the Ck m.:}f' ?\
its Antiquity, Nability, Mamm, ankylsgoid
bad Qualities. T

_ My Lord, =
SEemg in the employment wl'ﬁmh .
hath honoured you, and wlwh :
difcharge with fo much wifdom, n;fﬁ'n
bute more tl(:a pa?lul‘?,om you to thgtm ‘r
, that urope ex i
thcm&knotluﬁe of the .. Iﬂd -
foreigners, T imagine no lefs Ly f
mdcrmg me to write to you concern
youd:d
mthedm&cr
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- of the future by
:'_-E' juﬁ%:s would perhaps l{;nd you
litherto France hnt.h had nothing to
ple, and nature feems tohzvcfplaced
By .-.--"'“ ce from us, on
40 L he o concern with them. t under
: - ' wis the Great; for whom nature her-
|2 ." fmh 'fo 1ﬁ:cn changed her laws, is any thing
| & "y, will not Heaven, which feems to
B iae % all nations to make him renowned,
y o i, 11T L proud and haughty as it is, to con-
fomgeth ngtthsglor)rP
%! luman probability, under your mini-
oo, thatwe fhall behold the moft flourifh-
| 3 "‘h 10y émpire of the Weft, unite itfelf with
o Lt realm in all Europc And perhaps,
'fn' \anpqim for this fatal war, the dire confe-
| o5 of Wich bave expanded themfelves as far as
. the o ‘- wutes.of the univerfe, you would €'re this
! .h”n- v sedience to the envoys of a prince, who
B ~ | wiledged any othet fovereign befides
[ e world, This negomdon, fo glo-
K Sr Jme and fo much co lucing to the c&a-
_ ne L -ellgion, which the iniquity of the times
! u’hﬁq , may be herea&er fet afoot
.:. d:sm; fctodlf fcandmclm(:you
ume to take the liberty,
yau mderﬁand the character o tho

g 4“"\ C%md'nm ed therein.

--Fm

110

! e a.nt:l::mt m‘i}m world, that it

T as to their original, as with
hogﬁeem fearce be difcovered. glﬁ
ﬁﬂtb&tm tolookhckfartherﬂun

: for their chronology firr-
common account of the creation of




for it computes forty thoufand y&'l'h !
dation of the empire ; but the accour™ { N :r ty .:,13
Jearned and judicious among them, “io 1 o J
confirmed, fo evidently proved, and -
fo conftant am}xldmon, thhat ;:fﬁ edbol 1._- 4"“
ueftion among them, without reps
gnd as they themfelves exprefs it, f'cl)f f v- ! ? )
According to this hxffory, whic! e
learned men ever queftioned, Ghin: ..'-n it !1 s
kings for above four thoufand years, @ no @ =i
tinued to this prefent time without an f\ﬂ _
The fame family hath not been alwa; "t S804
the throne ; there have been twenty-tv =« s
milies, that have produced two hundre . 2o &
emperors.  Several doctors carry this yi el ek
fix hundred years higher ; ther opmi . 4o v o0
probable grounds, but we may cron gt Aq
which makes very much for the granl SR LF n_'.:-"f
lity of China, fince five or fix hundl'ed sy G
or lefs, does not produce any notable © W
its antiquity. g oy
Certainly, after all the inquiries anc e i n,h
thu.t have been made into this chronc o+ 4
longer left to our liberty to doubt of 31 % ﬂq‘f‘ﬁb |
Liftories that are the moft authentick! =& ! X
mongflt us: and it ought fo much the =

bdn:ved forafmuch as it wasi et a o B TR
any alteration from foreigners ; o:aﬁn.v_"' o g
always current amongit the kni s S

conntry, for true, fure, and e, -

it is written in @ natural, plain, T _
carries with it that air of verity thatev. |
andb:ﬁdes. Conﬁmus, efteemed I’ar !-m :

ﬁafltfa} T v bl

birth of our Saviour, becaufe hisbo
‘conformable to the holy ‘fcnm 1 !
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' f‘\ Vm  men; for they affure us that
X andﬁftyyﬂm.Chmnum.
7 +y 3 Hoamti, an hundred and

‘ b ,,i (
) 1”-" 4 10’
'F' s Alwe , conformable to what
Baly A In a word, the cchpﬁw, ob-
3 4 éi thst ‘tunﬂ muft needs happen 1n effect,
a A f’u‘.’? could: ~ot know, but by obfervation,
by K tions, fince they never had
or;ﬁ- All ‘i:hxs perfuades us that there is
Rlcsernanty - Ehane hiftory of the
ol if v* ly doubt of that of
L— 2 vgnr* :h “mpire was involved in the com-
aon Ll b .,ters, whofe origin is very incon-
| wulie I 5o probable that the children, or
:,gu.ndd 1. 4 Noah difpers'd themfelves into
) Afia, Sed s u th penetrated as far as this
- o: S b oft wefterly, which is call
th :4 ng}‘ wil Xenfi. They lived atthcbe-
: "Kt:., and the kings were fathers, to
. nuance of years, abundance of
- Country ;n.&ora.! riches added fome
' 'h the :;.él;o th‘tdlx?d the foundation of the
v m, cretmn, his good morals,
mdz:’ hich his great age had ac-

¢Hm4 dma give ear to him, as to an
1 all private, as well 3s polck

%humdred and eighteen 3 and fo for .

" g
-
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loftinefs that ever diftinguifhes the
Whether it was that the neighbouriny
barbarous, or inferior to them inj of
I don’t know ; but at that very time they Lk S &
a maxim of fate amongft themf 'v.s, 70 hiow @ ™
commerce with foreigners and fir ol
much as fbould be meceffary to weciiv: r'x:rm
Neither did they court and feek af ¢ rh#
fovereignty out of a fpirit of ambi* Lt th:t "
ht have the better opporturis o prei 8 3
tfu' ‘people of the world laws b cgalttus .,-us o
government. dat
So that when any one amon'"".'? T b,
failed to appear at the time appoi s’ | q& dit et
oblige himby open force to Fabmibie o <A o trasy
had compaflion on him. #hat = & ’\ 1Y ﬁj'»
they, if be fill remain barbarousé ~ - ix --{: tuerfe
as wifdom, be needs to blame no b;m#ud g INT fmn 1
10 be fball fail in bis duty thro® g or W on M—,n
This grave policy acquired i el fw R
a reputation, that throughout w'! "o lagas o
Tartary and Perfia, look’ uper e a8 1
~ of the world; yea, and the proslc o ¥ ’
fuch an hi concmtof them, th:t whii S
brought the faith am them  fals
that time cameihorto her pmists
of the great reafons, they obje
man, was, that a nation fo wil
not yet embraced it. &
Butthls}f:leceof policy that S
from othel &
hnbly’oex ble max .
wards‘inbo They look™ " upe
chofen ele& tEp!e, that Hez oot
center of univerfe to-
« ple only -in civilize,
:‘n‘.t:nm. hcﬂ oth '.A-
h-P‘bﬂ’ ' 1;"mmibe:s m 3 )

i 18

S



e, u"hc tirofs and off-fcouring of natures
So i Clivefe, placed in the middle of the
-1d. "l S® received from God Almighty a
. #orm a0d fhape, and a true fize. Their
: 111:7:3\":1: v o filled with fuch like figures, and
o oy emblems apt to infpire that dif* -
dain hey :'- « of all mankmnd.

4 But oofeovi o the Europeans inftruéted in all
St ot (e thcy were ftruck with aftonifh-
. Lt con it pofibly be, faid they, that a
“waote from us fhould have any wit
7 £ bave never perufed our books 5
modell’d by our laws, and yet they

ab. & : :d argue aright as we do.
™ worn h:p, as ftuffs, clocks, watches,
o hemancal 3 -.'::uments and fhh like cunoﬁtles,
Wipsiid she Sl more 5 for they imagined, that
dex | apert artificers were no where to
cobe et vtk Lot in China. Then they began
& el cat we were not fo barbarous as
% o and faid in a joking way, W%

ol o people blind, and that nature bad

S e Aor ot Wmome ut the Chinefe. 5 but we find

R .:Z-- " not univerfally true, sf the Euro-

WA e w0 o Jo clearly as we, they bave at
geglh ok Ty _pphce.

&1 Lhav . ruken u‘hcc of fome Frenchmen {o moved

U5 el o sanity, that they were not mafters

S e Naey would poffibly have done bet-
- to Have ..ngf’{ at this vanity, or at leaft have
N 1cln.4 “ 4, 0 the Chinefe, till that time, had
tﬂ'ﬁ.lw{‘ 2t Iidians and Tartars, and they be-

00 e Wl g a diftance, as we at prefent be-
R ol-w the e m.‘ufhﬂlmlncogmta, and forefts of
w:mn:r Nowl &f af diftance from

ugmathumu

5 bt we Juu'ull cians, or Jearn-
- onhml. th:tt could difcover to us a new phi-
’ay. wre clear, comprehenfive, and more pcr-
: L o
R



fe& than-ours, we{hmﬂd bem. s :
than the Chinefe, for prefetring m{é]vn'n b 1ot
ple, and for havmg hitherto termed '{U’ﬁ;

mns

Abating this pride, you muftconfefe @\ TRl
ncfcnataon hzt becn enduodwmhn ol *1"£ o
with a great deal of politenefs in mar 3 S
fairs of the world, with great fenfe a. ? ._xtﬂ;.'
in their bufine(s, with much zeal for "o poiis
good, true and juft ideas of governmeit, -«-w
genius, mean de as tofpcculatwc iciences, ;-utH

yet right and fure in morality, whic ', haes

always preferved very conformable to =i 0
The people principally applied themi. " = < <o

education of children in thclr ﬁumh& thepsitiemed
iculture above all other S r.hq Lho

rious to excefs, loving and underflandir oo
and trading perfl:&ly well. judgu OV TR
cities affected an outfide gravity, fobn At G o
tables, moderation in houfe-k: - A T
all their Judgments, which gained oxe Ahded -.-u;ﬂ-.. ‘
froma]l ple in general. The em;- "Em_ |
s in nothing more than to |- e ,3.
for hls fubjeéts and looked upon hm it % W
much a king of 2 mighty ftate, as a %% "
numerous family. '
This cha.ra&cr of China, my lnrd, ae | r;m»'t-
ven you, is not flattering, but faithfu  ‘oluc
Eomxtsownh.:ﬁ:ory that furnifhesns o ©

finite number of examples of theconﬁ PR ]
dom that hath been {o Jong thefoul t.« Wit

its government. *Tis true indeed, the civi. \wr.,% -ﬁ-
weak, orwmkedhngs,andthcpawdi.g:m
have from time to time difturbed this 4y 1o~
der : whether the fundamental laws o + Lgte
were excellent, or the people from ther

endued with happy dufpoﬁnona. is

but it is moft certain, thefs ﬂn?:.wm

* y
£ —..x-' ! i Sead
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continue; if {o be they were
s it to their own difpofal,
oot igam d;ct former courfe ; and we
thie very thy, 1 "the midft of that corrup-
Jiich the doitck troubles and commerce
pmtmugntmduced, fome footiteps of

v lord, to enlarge any fur-
Iknowvcrywelldutit's
onour to wntetoyou,a.nd

" ‘F;e...da <haf “tiry which the Chinefe t;:r!:'E
'.g % ¢ o ++ and I am confident it will
W tmw'ﬂ% but by the extra-

W BN g o mulfa
mjﬂmu;ﬂu ‘000 1 in this place to draw you out
' 8 Jaretitiire o " prefent {tate of China, in re-
I;Gnn ‘0 the o s and cuftoms of its people
0 ¢ degphs 8 ina few words, by telling
e < 'ﬂ‘:m they 10 thmnwcdom Europe.
'a'-’-c awuiion, npd;luf a way
e s %:ML -rur-’ru.u* i‘o t'in
Mmﬁ‘:ek m.u.wwm in fovereign courts; in-
' . - ot 2 3 and comu:rsfo In the
uality many mea-
an%tlwom'-wwks are fo well
nger be not careful to t
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our. pictures in Europe do IIm-.; p:: u». .J.’t '
thofe of China make them maim | "l o000k
They are not fo ill- favouredas Uiy, mike o ,‘.' i
felves : they do not indeed entersw the e W8

of beauty which we do. They ) d riveedpury
big, tall, and grofs ; they wou.' ve Az gves

2 broad forehead, eyes little " nr. 3 dorg.
nole, great ears, 2 mouth of il.lnu.‘,w fze, = o xﬁ.- |
beard, and black hair. That cv- ;"m s b of
lively afpect, that ftately and n: J & lL ol |
portment the French fo muc.h deemn, ot

at all pleafe them. He isa hiv' rn.'u’rhs:
fills an elbow chair, that by h © - Wl b
can look big. As for their coloi \@.,_v -"c.."'.;
turally as fair as we, efpecially tow.. " 5 Nagih -
but being the men take no ear of renile Vs, "
travel much, wear upon their he.! ARV R SN

a little bonm:t, very improper o oo SRR T

face from the fun-beams, the:y are ol m,‘v 45~

tawny as the Portuguefe in the e

ple alfo of the provinces of Qm R =g ’fl‘

nan, by reafon of the exceflive het. 00 o J* &l _‘

half naked, are of a dun complexic . Ry
As much as the men negle@ th- e m&‘aﬂ

particular, fo much do the wome. .0 Wll the

care imaginable to preferve themfe!veo Lo e
fure if painting be ufual with thens | bor | Be
been torm;hat they rub their face ey man
mg with a fort of white meal, whit ot il !
than mends their com[l;{exnn. Ther bave Wik U8
them little eyes, and N‘Q«l 1. oS iRENN
they come nothing fhort of the Evrop= alls
but their modefty, fo natural to them, o

finitely fet off their handfomenefss « lle & ol i
of white fattin, faftened to a vel, ki
light, and covers their neck all over. hog s
are always hid in long fleeves; the: oad Ty
-and gingerly, with their eyes wpai L Lii

- l_‘ E- = 3
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e ; and 2 man would i mugme,

I w, that they were a compan
. wu L profeffion, fet apart an fe-
dﬂmnthewurld, only taken up in the
of Ged. that it is obfervable, that cuf-
Wi ‘aes more power to perplex and
than the moft a and
it were a thing to be de-
s ‘s ity were able to o from
ritt®, gt what the practice of the world
i, fa Ie Yﬂl‘; ages infpired into the idola-

Py, 111 Ghmr
' y. - wverthelefs, does not hinder them
'-.s'*kdmt to their fex ; the more
tooiue o the lefs they love folitude ;
-drfhs *mnplves gorgeoufly, and fpend all
: -mag& making themfelves fine, thinking
f‘my o i~ in the day-time, altho’, per-
i, :M; mst one, but ‘their own
' ‘ﬁﬂu —dreg which ufually con-
ot ﬁ;dﬂ WG buckled up, interlaced with
' nd filver, makes but an odd
k*nd of 2 ﬁt"nr 3ut I neither can, nor will, my
N 101'\? - ou - particular defeription of it be-
uie;- kmn vva do not expeét it from me.
W% e, & oo serfuaded, if people fhould fee
the miodsl of =edd in ance, they would go near
S 0¢ v quit that extra t burden of
 they wear, and drefs themfelves
and fimplicity of the Chinefe.
5 as men do, a long fattin or
. red, blue, or green, according
Vs theclderforthabctthun
ple ; they wear, befides that,
. the fleeves whereof are extremely
ol theground when they have
3 o) ‘th!m p-  But that which
themm the
. world,

— == —
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wcrld,a.nd doesmamanncrmaﬂ:a*y ¢-..-# pmy.-:

r

of them, is, the littlenefs of their | hensd
lics the more effential point of théii s % hes jap
one of the moft wonderful and ft ﬁ = ihings wé
the world : They affect this to tat Loe, e
they would juﬁly be accufed of Al T
extravagant and ancient cuftom (whic '\ Lafon

of the mode, evermore prevails o (}f e greateld
convenience) oblige them to follow "¢ i wald

comply with the cuftom of the a L
So foon as ever the girls are b/
take care to tie their feet extremely
may not grow : Nature, that feen
for this torment, does more g.ﬁ]‘ .
than one could imagine ; nay, ont oo
ceive that their health is impaired
fhoes of fattin, embroidered with g :
filk, are extraordmary neat; and th =
little, yet they ftrive to fhew them ‘ﬁ
for walk they do (which one would :
believe) and would walk all day lor,
will, if they had liberty to go lbi? :
hemperfuaded that it was aninve = | Lo oo
cient Chinefe, who, to bring womei o @ Decly
.ﬁc‘{uof keeping within doors, broug:
fathion. I have more than once i
of the Chinefe themfelves, but the
of any fuch reafon. Thefe are idle ta
them, fmiling, cur fore-fathers knem =
as we do, to e!rwe, that, in retremck o
feet, they could be depr:wd of thl geer oy wallNe
and of longing to fee the wor &
. If people would have mﬁhﬁa- Iovs th Mo+
ble to have confulted the ‘dtu. g We sl
. pe@ and mien of the Chinefe r oot
have been fo eafy a matter to inipol wo o S

eafinefs of the ladies of Paris, whk convcnad & ©
poor Frenchwoman the laft year, ~vins 10 o4
\ : fadbliiir. |



"ﬁ#mfefheﬁ:dﬁwmmmt‘
kil wod of one of the beft families im
f.lym lm‘%m all curious

e thﬂﬂmﬁﬂﬁc C,'“mﬁ told me, he would take
o wo'w v f D vould examine the truth of the
ooy,

T lactr, dded Be is no lefs acceptable to God,
di‘m’ N bﬁr}‘.ﬁc&dn ob_pe&sthatdcfﬂ'vc:t

S u of giving the money were
W™ el e o queftion, 1t would be {carce
@il tue while tecdeteét the fraud where a
P rf-:.iu}u\, f:ﬁty but in the cafe before
i, theamad ok Tis was a heathen, that fhe
wﬁ-Lh-‘*udi .ﬁhcc to beconvcrted that
the amticwtood. sghtly, or at leat prctmdod to
wterapl om ’nams; m fine, fhe defired to
Ceuivaes our el ang and they were juft upon
the Nome. oo _v.r_--;‘.’e'her. If fhe be a Chinefe,
wall dngagora . we have caufe to admire di-

“e 08 lssee L btinging  this foul from fo
St W tlag be admitted into the bofom
cof Xe dinz if fhe be a Frenr.hwoman,
S b, et Wy aly been baptiz’d from  her in-
VG, o L._L‘ f the facrament that fhe is go-
o Sl ﬁcmd time, is a 1

facrilege de-
riyr.f:'- gmlfhlnﬂt;cvfwmchﬁcn-
1:5 Rl rhiag her become guilty them-

A Edaavsperts auch prepoflefled with an ill o-
o2\ o' 5 oaded Chinefe ; but, befides the
# % 0 L0 uis de Croifi, T thought it would
© % o it at the bufinefs to the bottom,
pudesery e Lol thtmanyvayum
iy, VWl d that I would come

r‘ .,,g‘w Sﬂt,&mfm
whom ibe revolution of Siam
_'-'; g&yhﬁmﬁsﬂt:ﬁﬁ

-
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el much difturbed. He'

-
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find her, when I appeared 5 they fi ' (o v 8
up and down a good while, and ++ Lol Lk
mell’d her, and uaded her to mak™ % Pt ol
So foonas I faw her, Thad no » ' = i
tion ; the features of her facey her o 10 o e
her whole behaviour betray’d her. | i fioaid o
fpeaking French, that fhe did not ' oo
e language ; but, befides that ¥ o
the words, which fhe endeavoured t - J A Trnce o
ﬁfec}b?'h was altogether na{t_ural, whe ) ' fc
t rangers, fhe did alfo pronov
soca.l ofﬁrmgefs., feveral letters not - hthe
Chinefe, which it is impoffible for t 1 o el
After the firft difcourfes, T der g o0 wiis
vince, and what family of Chin = Wi, 40
y what ftrange adventure the was = o0 4 or
diftance from her country ? I a P S alelf.
fays fhe, the metropolis of the em, Y. the
emperor’s palace, brought up at cot
10 prince Coromné : A prince who <. &
vereignly e thing 5 more maite. o0
powerful th::r{hc emgpcror himfelfs »higts plcalioes
are never interrupted by the cares @' /" A
who, being little concerned at the &) @
dition of the empire, confines all h SRS
rendering himfelf happy, and to. -

pleafant life. .

I embarqued with my mothery, w.. *o -« ni B
pajs inte Fapan, there to treat of ¢ v v B
In the paflage, our veffel was atte . - - :;'}n'lﬂ.uf’ -

pirate, that took it, and blew itdp . i~ s T
away prifoner. However, the barl = [ "viv W
Juch care of me, as did fometbing faw- /v 0L
t:f the bﬁ'ﬂf nry mother bad'mt ﬂ&:m' ol S0 "J;t?:mv
folate condition, for fbe died before v - . il
reprefentation of fo fatal aw accide: . o0l
and day beavy upon my fm, sl [carce ok
me to refleét upan the many kind off 1L 0 .-a.-;.f
L2l o
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e DR . Hdlandcrwa:ksg:bm-
ol > Bra Iwaﬁrmdm‘s
yk o g mmi by the new captain with fo much
"ur J aas at that very moment apprebenfive
Ji?!' ‘l;g 275 ﬁ? increafe, and that the excels of
vl }*- We: in this world,is never fo great
Sy ot g -.mtjdl more miferable. This voyage
ok /1 mwi woft dangerous, and accompanied
e I rpvotat bitternefs. At length we came
Jr.t.fa, 2 avbich I knew not 5 they brought me
Weie 5 YD s, # r’, after they had dragged me through

W L e tbey barbaroufly forfook me, and T
jﬂ.' "9 wialE ﬁ es comfortlefs, and without any
St TR pvddle of this great city, which I bear

‘i ven bath not quite forfaken me ; the

wond P, oo only word by which I could make
S w o brought me out of mifery. Seme
loliex, i 16 (eving of this word, were moved with
oy Ao s By \f' e into their boufe, and bave ever

Fxiee tros :'; o ith fo much charity, that Ido not
W sy complain of fate that bath con-
w .- r. - wed bands.

aditestoe u,{'omc caufe to be well pleafed W!th

‘ hu ‘1 Letter in effe@®, than fhe could rea-*
bl e ~They treated ‘her as a maid of fome
S0k Sunily oy, it was an hundred pound to a
PRy bus the ad given her the quality of princefs
Voo s much better known in France than
w}iu-c 1! i yet unknown. They told me
: perfons were impatient to do

nd that Monfieur N. one of our

ters, had already compofed three
. quent letters in her name ; one for
- ther for pmceCoronné,ami the
¢ uthe prmofherf’amdy He hath,’

=
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that ingaged him in it; yetlm eyt el
China wxll ever thank him for I .

For my part, my lord, I ddrr"'?'%!\ hicthe's Nut
recital of this adventure appeaw Aty mé omewiat

fabulous, and carries with itan g miiek enough S
to undeceive thofe, whom an e | of chantehud
not quite blinded. Prince Corom b obi Viay bk
hath not the leaft appearance ¢ w gn A e
birth of a maid in a palace, wh:“ ﬁ 1 Yions e
eunuchs, is fill more hard to 1‘-'! el o LB
Hollanders are not at war with wnese. and it
is not their beft way to fall out | oo Lol
faulting their fhips

The Chinefe darms, that {car 0T CAULL
their houfes,do not care for undert © "= Lyager
at fea : and the match they wen rr mge @
is no more likely than that a voooels of Tne
fhould embark at Breft, to fail « Wiz fo
efpoufe fome Mandarine of Siam,

Befides, we know all the veffel < 0w boop s
ken from the Hollanders, as well o0 a0 e
arrived in France from the Indies : aw e cipe
tains of them,we know their prizes,’ TRpL |
their adventures, and yet we hear ¢ sgudadl
what our Chinefe relates, Now, ) T
®unate as to be found in the ftreett « o e
able, forlorn, and unknown, fhe o .B 2 o arigeh
to lay the fault upon our French® - 2s U\
her ill fortune that took no care to oo e Lo
in this world, _ X

But to convince all thofe whqw ou 1relendt df walh

interview, Iput divers queftions 0 Lol
principal cities in China ; I examine’ ©o - ioming
the money, their writing, the cherns o0 il mﬁ'
guage of the country. She told & b ul ol
travelled from Pekin to Nankim i Bl thaa thve
days, notwithftanding it is above < bl

keagues from one tQ another,thtt they 1fed- ;,;u]d. ]

B
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gc :snowhememrcn: thyg:gh all
pA % as precious flones are in- Europe ;

Sh - was ftamp’d as ours is, round,
i’m Wﬁﬁ# emperor’s arms, with divers figures
..uqu ~h;ur et » cuftom of eaftern nations, notwith-
“{Lnidir e e hath no regular figure, they caff
&t Butn Jng t_-lL-.hCY reduce it to what form they pleufg
\3: Sout OQ order, or ornament, they clip it into
gt pise “occafion ferves ; and it is only by
,‘ g r\ noe by the emperor’s mark, that they knosw

j\.. I\"J I“‘ .

'-‘5 i wvu AR ﬁ)me Chinefe characters ; for fhe had
$Shoaly _.: "yi could read, a perfon of her qu:liu—

ty iR the contrary ; but the misfortune
Wag, ne -.: ‘o k herfelf, and took the paper at the
WA i, L ~1dly reading the letters, turned upfide
dows, o ey had Leen right @ upon the whole,
thatwhict % pronounced had no manner of rela-

r i ~oine fenfe of the writing. At laft I
L o her, and, for fear left fhe might

M o alty, T oacquainted her that I fpake
Ae g; g ‘anguage fo current throughout the
S i aaey conftantly ufe at the court, She
S5 9 Ut ot as to frame ex tempore a wild ridi-

hﬂvﬂ:k © . buat o little underftood, that it was

nd f iﬂamnmcmoughtnmakc:t
&4 ?qum;,notheugabletoundem
Jm,r "1, 14hould have been fore put to it
,nanu&em&ant,nfmdeudﬁnedldmeap

,'-J ﬂ'.&’ ::Hl and meux‘nl.mmaum:, fhe might blufh
: <y P jagen ycmfe{sﬂlcmpo&une
?--‘ﬂ:-‘-! —-‘*» wzrhmtbmng

- 'i' ﬁdianmrofcmﬁdmce,thq
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ford you fome pleafure, it will al{c *  Fo Hianr
underftand that the mind, counter S5~ b Vi

our of the Chinefe women have (= 0 0, v
thofe of the Europeans ; and that © &0l v
muft needs be brazen-fac’d, whey 1 0 ne e
rowed name of a Chinefe the prete: 10 -

on perfons who have, as long as £ 0" .c;." he, fodn
both nations. l;
After this little digreflion you *‘_t i o

fhould take up my former difco:
mens habits, as every where elfe ol
different from the womens; they = o Gruis
all over, except behind, where €I, & . Lk
hair grow as is needful to make a! :

do not ufe a hat as we do, but:

bonnet or a cap, which civility fo) rmi ol
This bonnet differs according W BT
feafons of the year: that which basm
mer isin form of acone, thatis - i
wide below, but fhort and ftrait ¥ :3;:

terminates in a mere point. It i
a pretty fattin, and the top covert '
mat, very much efteemed in the o :
* that, they add thereto a great flake © 0 Gk, £
falls round about, and reaches I v s o

that, when they walk, this filk ~ «. wr

on all fides, and the continual m- 0 o 0 Al d

gives it a particular pleafing grace, "
Sometimes in lieu of fitkk thee « o ¢ v &

long hair, of a vivid fhining red, " "W el daey
not deface, and is more efpmzl..v i iT ariongity
men when they ride. This hai comis ff\.ﬁ
provmce of Suchvcn, and grows «pou i
certain cows ; its natural colour = white, Lm’ ‘:{
ive it a tinGture, that makes it deirer chan the
ik, In winter they wear a plifh cap Dorded
,ma {able fox—&m the reft is ¢ o s farin,
or purple, covered w:thagw-u: flake of red

; - Glkey .

\



(ammer cap. There is nothing more
el _.f thefe caps, which are fold fome-
-+ | A4 or ten crowns; but they are fo
!tr'?ibn; 5 Chey always difcover the ears, wh:ch
¢} ﬂ-ﬂt ‘.. . anvenient in the f'un, or upon a jour-

DAY« RVl W-thc Mandarines are in their formali-
i t part of the bonnet hath a diamond
‘uy the * fome other precious ftone ill cut, yet
nchate r'i atton of very curious wrought gold :
Vil Mg g htige tuft, or button of fuff, a-
sute. ool or fome other matter, -

- W0 olis long and convenient enough for
o 1 cumbcr%ome for men on horfeback :
i ovri s ol 1 welt that reaches to the ground,
L . wie. TNdes of which are folded before, one
owr <he crien, in fuch a manner that the uppermoft

. the left fide, where they faften it all
SR yar or five gold or filver buttons. The
ooy . are wide towards the fhoulder, grow
b ' aiter to the wrift, like the fleeves of a
é Uir, but they do in a manner cover the
W o, and leave nothing to be feen but the
9w cnie o they keep the veft clofe with.a broad
ke L0 Lofe two ends hang down to the knees.
The® Px ftick an handkerchief to it on both

Gy 1 ‘heath for a knife and fork, and tooth-
pick, & g ¢y and other pretty implements.» Inv
R Srne - neck 1s all bare, which looks very ill ;
S0 4o thercover it with a collar of fattin faften-
el 4o th t, or with a tippet of fable or fox-fkin,

s N *: « or four fingers broad, which is faftened
2 "5 cfore JE"HQ butfon, which is very decent, and be-

b ;m;rx b wonderfully
& r\l,s- velt they put on a kind of furtout
‘.'me ot fleeves like thofc of your barn:ﬂ;ers

ms i frudents wear them very
‘o and efpecially the Tartars w:f have

. :Elfu’\]&t.mdthofé they ufemch ‘no' %
::- .. ! A 'y
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thnn their pocket-holes ; asforthe:runder -\
ufe in {ummer only a f'nglc pair of dln "1‘ r. 5wl ,'_ ;
taffaty, under a very broad and T oF. O
fame ftuff ; but in winter the fhirt is
under it they have bréeches of coarfe
with cotton, or raw filk, which is warn,
All this is natural enough ; but pcrhaﬁ
you will be furprifed to hear that the C.|
ways booted 3 and when any one rend J
fit, if they chance not to have tHeir
make them wait till they go fetch them.
‘We ftand in need of this example :
our ancient cuftom, but we carried on t}
ther than they ; for in our memory the !
not fatisfied with walking booted &lohg <= @1
but armed them with huge jingling fpu
thing might be wanting to the ornamen
tleman on horfeback ; but we are recover
point, and féveral othem but the €
robability, that dote upon an .
Eured of YIt in haftes :1:0 is mtlrg:d?’u el
them, an extravagant rJ;‘nce:e of foppery,

Wit P

to g ' .to the city without their bootsy 1 iy
" wiways carried in a fedan.
T}us mode would be ftill the motep e
wifiter ; for their boots being of filk. 1 i
boot-hofe of a’ pinked ftuff, lined with oo o

-exceflive, no body living befides the - iqg
keep up an air ofgmwty, would end -
that rate in a kind of* a ftove" ﬁmn*!-"
evening : and what is more Vo ;-m;,.l;;
that work. {carce ever ufe them, either u frafan *
the inconvenience, or to fave

The form of thefe boots is fomiewiisd M
from ours, for they have neither hee
:‘l}cn they ride any long journey, they &

good inch thick, the leg is theréby we'l Jitndid
dgainft the cold 5 "but in {gummer, where - et :‘Q
n
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| thick, black, pinked cotton ;

, £y ufually wear them of fattin,
rof lu!h or velvet upon the
g, b?lﬁk, and perfons of qua-
o ’_ : m{’tead of fhoes, fhddﬁith
""‘._-.'- , or fome very pretty filk,
¢, ey flick clofe to the foot of
e der that covers the heel, with-

' em before.

scroduced the ufe of the muff
NG a3 but, the fleeves of the veft
w Jung’ they draw up their hands into
ir!im Livk ~ to keep them warm. I know
A - ﬂke old, my lord, to add anotheér
}uﬁon, ~ .y ancient among the Chinefe,
i S ne Moy ble to the French politenefs ;
thiest Secvors, amd or Jearned men, let their nails

o Q‘t'fbﬁ\ Homuch that in fome they are
§E§n Mz, _thet
¥ ot ,dnlv

eir fingers ; it obtains among(t
ornament, but a diftin@ion,

chown, that by their condition

mechmck arts, are

e with themfelves

thereto, fo the
lf the&llmre not much, it is
t nature in this point
y, there is not 2 man of them

Europeans, whom look

r- 'ﬂlergmmﬁmmmgcqworld
YI'O ,!Wbcﬁklddmﬂoh
of&w(lmeﬁ:;!&mh‘bﬁ& ,

e one day, that tbqngéﬂo&e

A in all likelibood thofe modes
‘-far:d!m,urbm'ﬂb

& Md:&fm:k:na
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the French 5 in fourteen bundred®

long as the monarchy hath comtinf g X0 0
above forricen bundred modes, — § ;".'I!rmi
is not that babit in the world, rb&ﬁ:.: i feem fir
20 yous and all that we can [ay, m’éﬂ kv & op‘{ 2
is prefented to yoi difpleafes yous .‘ & cf
[afbion.

*Tis true, the Chinefe are not = ru %) r’ faat.
they have carried on things to s [ﬁ ety 3
for, rather than forfake their ancie h , vhow re.
newed a cruel war againft the T:-*:ri 1, 7nd the
greateft part of them chofe rathe: « ‘oo b bl
than their hair: but of all the v oine (-{u'd‘
mode, none is more phantaftical z.#}, {*, tor how
ridiculous foever the Chinefe may =+ “wlook, atps |
they have parted with an head of hair, yti *m:v .

ht be convinced that a man,whe = Lo lappd o

is worfe disfigured. Howel we muit gt
that the conftancy of this people = it B
when the Tartars attacked then ey Q‘. ] e
their habit for above two thouf'a.m Wi Aea ¥
be afcribed to nothing but the :1 order oblipyed
in the empire,the government of Ij hazh slywaya
been umform, where the laws hayve o0 Gty ol |
ferved in the leaft punétilio’s. '

But as I am perfuaded thefe «o u*'%
pleafe all our French people; ek )
which we are fo fond, do not appe+ o b nhum-'ém Y
the Chinefe as we imagine ; but g/ all, 5% sai
wig does ftrangely run in their mind | G thee aale
upon us as a fort of people, who e
would get an artificial one cla
fhould reach to the knees. i
%zrfs, fny they, and ttgatﬂ:agc

are upon the
mtmpm but has on the
wherd he'is thus difguifed ? T

>

'.

»



uponths arnclealone to ar-

Jm,‘"h_ “ife much ado to- be perfuaded,
aht g ffu\nh o sovered, with a ftockin drawn
i, o Dezeches, look handfome, becaufe
(it ol to an air of gravity that gives
thcm !Ih:r cmctptmns They would fooner be re-

o qure of a magiftrate fhaven,with-

o m w&gihouldm his lawyers gown go

h:mk)d #5ar Wik ) that gaiety of attire that makes

' r-'urcr* h-v‘%’?n ﬁm;dﬂlapc, an m]{;)‘r‘:hand"ﬁne
. ! ke and carriage ; W wi

' G‘ 3:.:‘; ge clown m%ﬁgthem This ndxcnlnuﬁml{

Iy ng! ‘=g Oftentimes offended at real pret-

‘ 3, ' OG0B, Y prejudice or cuftom have differ-

_ Iﬂf_h; ¢ ¢ imagination ; there is notwith-

ﬁm 1 it modes fome other intrinfick real

¢ ed fimplicity, which nature in Ber

mm ~ ~mpt_trom paffion, have infpired

In!b r'u i Lﬁ(t veceflity and conveniency of life.

~quality obferve exatly all the

&umu@.m cies fuitable to their aud

nl:'r': Lt Cwm blick, how
ol l‘i:‘ vatc,p:nd amon tﬁ ﬁ1cnd3,
'_ n.l!f:r'.u n'... m even tozfau 3 they ever
Wl @ ot ther bonnet, furtout, veft and fhirt,
ke .__;1 {nb"'mg but a fingle pair of drawers of
SN ?J tranfparent linnen 5 which is the
furpnﬁ: “caufe they condemn all nakednefs
S n are even offended that our engra-
mt&cy t{_hc:r arm;; thighs, alr;d
eem to be in the right,
~at the unchriftian licenfe o?gour
yet they are ridiculous to blame that

innen or paper, wl'uch they pra&d'
fo much ety




13k Of - the peciliar Chakal
all the bounds of modefty, efpecal
provinces, where watermen, antl gt -
dictafts-men, are impudent to the Mg loil G
and in truth the moft barbarous It liu’ wuith
ftanding the climate feems to excufe 1/ hl!*il‘ﬂ# :
to me 1n this ref‘pc&l\.fsbarbal-om{h* the Clpwd
almoft all the artificers and infefic ' « 0 v glb
along the ftreets with fingle drawer: p (ot o
ftockins, or fhirt, which makea.the: ﬁ" tish :mnrd
and fwarthy. In the northern prov i o thew we
a httle more referved; and the ec'l 11 £ of
their teéth, makes them modeft; 4. | w.ithh
bounds.

After having defcribed to yotut the £
F:rhaps you may be defirous, my lord # . \'w ad
peak of their ftuffs. What I havaéb J ol ¥hdey
in general is this, their filk, without . Y

fineft in the world ; they make of it i ,' NI -
vinces, but the beft and faireftis tobe 1 1
of Chekiam, becaufe the foil is very g~ -,"ﬂ: T T
berry trees,and becaufe the aif I8 & Lt Saag |
degree of heat and moiftufe, more ¢ "J‘
the worms that make it. Ewy Bﬁt _u'
and the rafick o it s fo very grsat, .\‘w
vince alone is f‘ablt: to fupp]y
eft of Europe

gre’a!"tet tl?:r;ine& and ﬁun:ﬁ filks are v .rf{?t
province of Nankim, the rendevenz 1 &
the good workmen. It is there that
furnitheth himfelf with the filks fpe
and with thofe he préfents the
the filks of Quathtum; notwithft
above all among” trangers ; and
province afé dllo more faleable, 2
than thofe of all the other prov

Altho’ all thefe filks have fome e
yet the workmanthip hath fomethit

Aﬁfﬂmﬁu I have there feen

-
r



y .-’. :!.m, dz n, > ', 3
!"' e OO ctapes, and feveral others, of
L~ W “1‘3' ?"‘_- as know the name in France;
mhn!w}ﬁch‘s. /. % current amongit them is called
=% lirt of fattin, ftronger, but not
[ G 4 oo, onetimes fmooth, and
' wtgaiﬂhd . lwers, birds, trees, houfes, and
Tt r&rb'- . -
L g oo not raifed upon the
[t ooy Gk, as our workmen are ufed to
du Lo Lh makes' our work fiot {o dura-
B 3h the Glk is twifted, and the flowers
are Lﬂ:“u':*&*f t]‘y by the dlﬁ‘crenoedcoburs,
§ thgdowing “ “hen they mix gold or filver with
it 1w cfemble dur brocado, or flower’d
f‘& . @ ™= i and filver is wrought after a
' ¢ yor ol to them alone; for whereas in
Jp v v te gold as fine as poffibly it can
POl vtk the thread; the Chinefe, to fave the
s aul they did not bethink themfelves
th ey G %:hcmfcives to gild or filver over

el af, which they afterwards cut into
":n-w'u, o ivgin t wrapthe filk, y
s ¢ o - dedl of canfing therein, butthm
not hiﬂ. long, water, oreven moiftucfe
w01 ae fplendor of it c?.ucldy 3 yet for
whieu 1& ¢s ¢ome out of the workman’s
y fine, and ong would take them
. Sometimes they are conténtet
1€ picees thefe little fcrowls of gild-
rollin gtlwmuponthethmd, and
‘ fu and the filk flower’d

ﬁzuhstheyrvprefw.
dinary ; there be two forts of
B ik gt
d upon the ftuffs defigned fc

his arms; which Tohi, fo of
S




the empire, firft took for himflf = [ %
above four thoufand yearsaga. T« %01 ~
dragons hath but four claws, vl Nt
The emperor Vouvam, who reigned & 15l v
eight hundred thirty two yearsage 0
“body might bear the fame; | -1 1« %
time, the ufe of it is grown commor. o M
- They make ufe of another kind o ' & 1y i
mer, which the Chinefe call Cha; i!l‘;- R fo cins
nor hath fo good a glofs as olir tafi® = L 0
more fubftantial ; altho’ feveral;ﬁmplt deire '-%: g
it fmooth and even, yet moft we = | » Tl
with great flowers pierced through. @ ¢ Lke
your Englith lace; and many times < "+ suass
are fo numerous, that one can fcaf®€c * gy
of the filk. The fummer garmentsar: o 1
convenient, and wonderful neat, fo « = < .;--:'Tm'? i
vof (tmlity ufe them ; befides the taffe =+ &L o
‘a whele piece, enough to make a « ¢ il
{urtout, will not amount to above'ers = L 4
The 'third is a particular fort of ’}r_ y YR
ferves for drawers, fhirts, linmngs, ‘o Lo
Tcheolize ; it is clofe, and withal - Ed-..ﬁ!,-:'u.'”
fold, double it, and fqueeze it with o hei' W
long as you pleafe, you can fearce ¢ 05 L
It is {old by weight, and is fo fervicea' ey
wafh it as they do linnen, withoutlofig “ig &
its former luftre. ] T
Befides the ordinary filk of whic' | . noffs
fpoke, which we kmow in" Europe, € "ol ok
another fort, which you meet with in th perving a5
Quamtum. ~ Theworms from wiuch* e v
are wild, they go'to feek for them 8 %y v
and I am not fure, whether or no't becad
in houfés. This filk is of a grey €olnr
any,glofs, fo that thofe, who are not -1l =
with it, take the ftuffs that are made © T8

"/I'I?Q;n, or for one of the coarﬁ!ﬁdﬂ
L3

| |

¥
e
»



- ely value it, and it cofts
~hey call them Kien Tcheous
‘ig time; tho’ {trong and clofe,
for £ o they wafh them as they do
Wi the Chinefe affure us, that {pots cannot
.Eru. and nur 'they do not fo much as take

LA néﬂ"k Yory mmmon, and withal chea
B -‘ne.,pll). ih -\?pﬂ nces of Xenfi andgﬁ usd'
2 ;., wiew ¥ feed abundance of ﬂocks, yet
do - U5 “'make cloth. That of Euro
RO Zr_h ‘o nglith furnith them, is highly
| Wl bt o reafon they fell it much dearer
B thyfts it e’ "y they buy but little of it. The
P ﬁim_lmm = themfelves ftudying gowns for the
i ﬂmrr af = kighof ,.noa.rfe ruffet, for want of better
gt fr g .xggets ferges and tammies, we
fgaar-' v il etter than theirs; the Bonzes
S ies A0 ca e work them, becaufe the Bonzes
ks | LE. phvem l;ihemfelves ; and there is a great
1 S Him every where in the empire.
~ Lefulis o o lanen, that is very common, they

Lo+ vich is the moft valued, and is to
e muv e elfe, is called Copou s bemufe it
ader¢i a hnf‘that the people of the country
1y ﬂ"rar « the province of Fokien.
§ it 3 i.md ur* fhrub, whofe leaves are
e thah “ivy-leaves; they are round,
oo within, whitith, and cottony, or
utfide; they let them grow and
s, There be fome of them as
“which is pliable, and cottony as
it begins to dry they make the
water, as they do flax and hemp;
f the firlt fkin, which they
f the fecond, which is much

b

ﬂ!fo Fi'l' o Livimer nettle linnen for long veits 3’

el Nation, &e. 141



Of the peculiar t
fine and delicate, they divide

very flender and very {mall % Wit/ 4
ing or {pinning it, and make thaf h wchpf wH B &
1 fpakc 3 it is tranfparent, pretty fine L 5 o

and light, that one would think be [ g oo

his back. = oL ;
All perfons of quality make lon. »oif o 0 )

ring the exceflive ‘}mt, with 2 furgwerol Cla 10 .,

the {pring and autumn they put on ° ,’ oot wi g |
Touanze in winter, that is to fay ..-!.i: A
flowered filk. Grave perfonsdefi  + 0 0 7
others wear it flowered ; but ne . v, v
Mandarines in the aﬂémbhe.s oF Jpon. cartnd 10lcig
vifits, ufes filk flower'd with gold.‘ fhe vui-
gar, that ufually habit themfelve: v ot D
dyed blue, or black, quilt it with « o, 5 Lo
with fheepfkin during the cold w = bRt v
perfons line their vefts and furtou. = L

ikins of fable or ermine, fox or . ey Wi
alfo for the fame purpof'e p]uih alt Trehr-gre.

Becaufe ermine 1s very rare in © L g ook
tent themfelves only to border t v e il o
tremity of their fleeves withit; tho * wli Lo ™
feen, did not appearto meto be o = i ey

Sable is pretty well known in Foooen Lty .
lels common there than in Chi'\ e 4l
confiderable Mandarines wear 1t~ . .

a foot long, and between 4 an = . g '_1:--
(for the 1 animal is but fmall) 4 1 aice o
10 crowns ; but when one chorn ol o :
fineft for a compleat habit, the s fuie s -of 5
velt will coft between 5 and ‘o e ,q%
one may have a pretty hand o o0 {qr .1;@5,&
piftoles,
Fox-tkins are hkewrf;ke fat, Yads w}y
woyld be magnificent n
of {this animal, where the

They call it To Chu,



ol patch=
pether, o 'pnfc an entire lming, which
S el Cout comes to 3 matter of 5

imai
| e W “veral other forts of furs that
p:r}ays ‘oplies them withal, which the

Jarines 7 LEP of to fit upon the ground,

qlpcmllr uigrhie when they wait, and ex

P podk the dimey ol tleir -audience. They put {'omc

© &f S s inde the quilt, not only to heat

e Bel Bo i co take away its dampnefs, Be-
Sides, thee b w ther * fur of a particular fpecies,
rlpx i pjetly fandfome and fine, the hair of
s lang, }H very thick fet ; it is of a pret-
ty. whitih ,_;.‘ dixed with black, ftriped with

| kbl w0 o lifts, as thofe of tigers s 5 they
! - Wiske gree: o ;isowns of them to wear in the
L aipy Jeton on the outfide, {fo that when
o e g thick and fhort (which is very
I oty W ) befides two furs underneath
e the valtand; t 3 when, I fay, they have

: § o U h.k’onc of thefe ﬁm-cd gowns with
¢ & et het but a little ﬁ'om bears, or
. *nruml of whom they borrowed the skins
gl s enndnmnthey think themfelves to be

Wﬂh:notuihi,all'
y in hotand moi
‘breed in , and the hair

+ Yam pi.




144 ' Ofﬁ&‘#cufiar
of : to prevent them, the Ch

the {ummer approaches,
for for fome days, when it
ther ; then they beat them with sk, o ks
them often, to get out the d -%__.Ew‘s:r.- Y

have inclofed them in huge e€ar’ {4 (v in 1-?-
which they throw corns of pep el o3t et
ter drugs, they ftop it up very clof-. ~#1
them le till the beginning” ofewii ;. K.
Befides their ufuzfl garments, th () e 5w own
forts that deferveto beknown: T+ & = e o

Thee ?H‘:l.—'
L -

to' defend them from the rain £ © Lhuel
who delight in travelling, fpare for -~ =+ 0 vl
commodioufly ; they are made ofes™q = L iy,
crufted over with a condenfed oil, wi it v e
of wax, which, being once welld «@ i e
ftuff green, tranfparent, and extrac o e
They make bonnets of it; vefts, @« a0 b
refift the rain for fome time; but, * - 4
at laft, unle(s the garment be a « 0“0
carefully prepared. The bootsarev o Lut o
little that the ftockins are fpoiled at«" = = o ae 8
one be a horfeback, like the Tartars « ' (o0 e s
don':.llz’lled up, and their ftirrups extre: e
e ‘mourning habit hath alfo fone 0 8
it. The bonnet, vefts, furtout, ftese = 1 L
are made of white linen, and from = oo o
moft inferior handicrafts-men, non % o Wl
of another colour. In clofe mourr = s Lo
feems phantaftick, and very difficuls \o 10
ed ; itis of ared and very clearse i ol
much unlike the canvas weufe forp 11
The veft is kept clofe with a girdle <«
Chinefe, in this pofture, do at




Chinele Wdﬁf&" _"_x{_r,'"

_u may have the mmﬁtjr ;

- wh mmnerofthemdﬁonm Wﬁ"
; r‘y_ L\;&‘ﬂt fuffer no foreign mode, to.

: -,t,..\, « imined r.heﬁr&jefumm tlke,.tly:
! ,-htBu!ﬁn the begmnmg b}lt i}m

~was fo

n. ~oran life of thofe .
W that, éhat alone was ,{‘u.ﬁicient:pdg-_’

5 x.. 4 4 ' company and correfpondence of

. ‘,]
: Iu ﬂ{:_ . g was fo diametrically oppofite
m;d,;‘k _ that, after a long deliberation, they
.F,‘*'hnlo &' it o advifable to take the ftudent’s
f' bt Waich her with the quality of Eu-
C ....};u.:u ..:m,£mmme us to fpeak to the
Hn"w i 1ow¢ authority, and to be heard by
¥ 'b fh W00 e with fome refpedt.. From that ve-
3 w-no, o 1 free accefs every where, and God
f \+ & coafafe a blefling to the labours of
' cmr nuvns, that the gofpel in a fhort time
u"ut with confiderable fuccefs. '\
¢ lue revolution of the empire, thefe
4l as the Clunefc, were forced' to

e

e e



and exterior coftoms ought all te by 1 (-
d he mpo{cstofmﬁl'{': “anrel
Evrlﬁcgﬁ&: }fmanmuﬁbe Taran wi
‘barians, polite with men of (-1;
to excefs among the Indian
drefs'd in Chma,,gand half nﬁe&t
of Maduré, to the end that‘ﬂv.; .
uniform, always unalterable in iEE"" by rfw:'} ,
eafily infinuate itfelf into the min' of Jrien Wi

an holy compliance and con&mmrz it r""h 1:- CZ
gulated by chnﬁhﬂ pruden ﬂ:ta _ 3
in favour to us. I a.nt., w—t ." nmﬁ'-

pmfoundreﬁr& A e |
My Lord,. AT
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‘1"0 the Dutchefs of M I

.\" .‘HI

‘ 'M'ndam, ! -.:—-‘t

ce, to beﬁilly mﬁmm&"d ¥
Rate thc mfﬁorgs in China, M"‘b’m A

prifed, that, when this new w o
many curiofities, you (hould

.......

L
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dam, when I had the honour to

; M matetials of a lﬁ}ﬁ
f naius account you wou e

‘ w1 eonening the ingenuity, ftiences, and po-
_;m&sﬂmpie and whereas travellers do
Aiaty " 1 prefer what they have feen a-
. to that which s found in their
4 i myfelf, that I could fincere-
_ ‘% !l 'you, that the French ladies (I
) rl 7, N you have raifed themfelves
¥ v Ea‘dr“#uyﬂ!?ms, that do in a manner
o 10 li ’E‘o f!owfmr fex) have more wit, capa-
md - aifed ius, even in the folid

£y (0 ces, than all the great do&ors
- t'ﬂ‘-r"ir-'. - as for pohteneﬁ:, I can fearce
it

l Ve, madivng you can doubt of it, fince
W% nesd sor Lesccomplithed  with half the po-
it +v o .rkf'ﬁiﬁrefs of, to,deface and eclipfe
e mah polies “of the Eaft.

£~ 10 iy chance, or by your own choice,
: ‘to confine yourfelf to another
“defire a methodical account of
honour to relate’ to you of
Wiy tou, madam, not only with that
* pwe to your quality and merit,

: o fentiments of grateful acknow-
__:m-sa.c marty henours aud favours, I have
LN VNG _t— - can mmthﬂw

o | il




but commdﬁons, whmh are ma _
upon the leaft fault, :

The fecond reafon is fetch’d the « J,f!arr. d‘ "

the country, which does not al g pece e ¥ "\f[

in the inner part of the hou{'e, r anlgan the
trance in aDrvantheyhavecon r”-'r the .:
monies. It is a banqueting-. m oy, el

hath no other ornament be ﬁ agle oedér
columns of wood painted orva 1"‘\? i theg.
ufe only to uphold the beams an.! S, ;d:. v u@!
appears under the tiles, nobody t - T
withacieling. So that it isno wg '
all the fuperfluous ornaments ¢ ﬂmvtﬂr art méptn,

- .Jq

{eeing foreigners and ftrangers © o v fhoq
in them ; they have neither | ieffeas ...{x
hlﬂgmgs, nor wrought chairs msn*u* Dt

fathion, faving only in fome. ('
prince of the blood’s a.pa.rtmm' ¥
-amongft them are one of the
'mw«:ome in fights; and it wous

ced to cabinets, tables, varnifi’d .
tures, divers pieces of white fattin
is writ in a large character fome {




’ll-\‘ . g il
k, and mxdersxtexmd'
theful, fo that in this point thc

- fhow with a .little

efs and luftre which is thepm-
0%, it hath moreover a certain quality of
¢ Wik d apon which it is applied,

But ‘mix any other matter with it.
uﬁly breed in it, nay, and mai-
tes it, not fo much asan
0%t if during meals there be an
pdtg if it be prefently wiped wit
not only finds no remainders or
s bul’ﬂoeanot fo much as perceive the

Ifr"

"taken when they fancied that var-
ofition, and a peculiar fecret ; it is a
_ - ‘rom a tree, much what after the
iy 1l «. rofin doth. In the tuns wherein
mrand] 1'::-_: 't refembles melted pitch or tar, ex-
it hath no fmell when it is ufed,
T u" L. - d with it, to temper it more
Or -Jik, nnmﬁd‘l ) the quality of the work.

% Eggbl: :mdﬁu:ry chairs, it is fufficient to
qu G@Gﬂ: . iree layers of varnith, which makes
R that one may diftern every vein of
.-_'-p' thm’ &, Now, if you would hide all the

:-..__. ©11 W kiyou are at work, you muft do it

till at length it be no
Al T

at firft, that it may ferve for
hgﬁe work is dry, they paint upon
4 in gold, filver, or any other colour;

« that dgain, if they pleale, with a flight
ive them a,luftre, and the




Fhey compofe a ground. of it , er

{olid, upon which E applied the varh. by Ssie ;.?
little, in little ftratums, which theyv (rv ooc oier
another. Every workman hath a.lr Y £

=LICS U

pe:fc& his work, as in all other ogrpaans B
1n my opinion, befides the dexterite and Alirhe e
hand, and the due tempering the o LR
may be neither too thick nor. too +" g i
what contributes the moft to the* | (rco i
in this operation. There are #ery 4 P oy |
cabinets at Tumkim ; but what are oo g e 9
from Japan, are herein no way infexipr (5% Chita
work.

As for porcelain, it is fuch an ord:
that it is the ornament of every hﬁﬁc) -
the fide-boards, nay, the kitchenis ' =~.-- | wtly
it, for they eat and drink out of ity it i o o s
veflel : there are likewife made huge /oo 0
* it. The very architeéts cover roofs, ! ke s
of it fometimes to incruftate marble b1 " "o

Amongft thofe that are moft in reqor . i o
of three different colours ; fomearey | v yoi 00"
the earth be very fine, they appear m (s s
the others ; and the reafon 18, beca ™ 1 sl
does not admit of fo fine polifhing 5 i ot il why

r’s palace. Yellow is his OWTE, v o 1P Ly

whsch is not allowed to any te beae § (o X,
one may fafely fay, that, as for the bnf i s B
celain, the emperor is the worft ferve | :

The fecond fort is of 2 grey colour, s ahuinines
of fmall irregular lines in it, tl c;of- » T mtr 'rr;.
as if the vefic] was all over firif TP & ‘,}

inlaid or Mofaick work. 1 cannot m “ o
form thefe figures; for I ha hso

that they are able to draw them with + « }’
haps,whmthcporcela.mmbakn&,ud e latsil

expbfed to the cold air, infuls oo
walartbat opens it in t}m% s 2l

L4

"--
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; .a:: h?fpd: to cryftals during winter; after
" that, they a8

4 stum of varnifh to it,which covers
J;d’ it u]uhﬁ.‘!‘, ‘vd, by means of a gentle fire into
whicl they ‘gt n gmn,:t:smadeascvenandpo
N'tnu « Lelure However it is, thefe fort of vafes
parides 00 e ioulir beauty 3 and fure I am, the
Curions amongit U8 would much value them.
= L o® sl e third fort of porcelain is white,
Wil civers § ‘_ 4;:? flowers, trees, and birds, which
RBrwy i it . tuch as come hither into Europe :
¢ HE fm A m-ﬂ of all, and every body ufes
LGt B lafles and cryftals, as all work

A e-u Jh 1, fo amongft porcelains fome
ol ] --;‘ 3 m,:ﬂ'crcnt, and not worth much
o e Ak Stln ware.

& Thew 0 i skill do not always agree in the
furigmispe ticy '*:ﬁ\ upon them;; and I perceive, that
. Ching, 28 wall as in EuroPc, fancy bears a main
finks 5 the peatie, ; yet it mgmrrted by all hands,
shaet Tolyr or dve t things concur to make them
cotgless a0k e}_‘lc finenefs of the mattfeir' the
Wit '---"«-, thm )u s, the ting, the defignin
ol he 1-{{!' “he faﬂ'nnnp:;'nthcg work. o

Ibn fwels 1 dfcovered by its tranfparency, in
which, re/pedl 158 be had to its th:ckncfs, the brims
Sk G B e, and it is in that place where
they oug! be tmﬁdcred When the veffel is big,

> 35008 nf'}'x'u{ Jiaer to determine any thing thcrcup-
0, Bnlels aod e a mind to break off fome pieces
o ilow ; mr (i the colour of the inner part a-

By ory "4y womit, the Grain, affords a threwd

AT el pars likewife, when the two picces
rs 3 ﬁdq&hera nfo perfectly, that no
i {appedss’ fheren r that is a fure token of

L mfequmtly of the finenefs of

i

[



_celain, which fhews like 2 mirro

152 Of the Oeconomy and

4 thy el g%;
ing it near to fome other objeft, o Lol o
feen in it ; and this reﬂe&:on o, ,,u; Uil t.‘_ .
making one pafs a wrong]udgrn ST 2pon. 1S Fative |
whitenefs 3 it muft be carried "y ‘:r- o “dlr;
if you would underftand its beaut . 3 failes Py, |
Altho’ this varnifh be perfc&ly iieorperated with
the matter, and tho’ it is mi .-:\!*n yyetaat-’

tarnifhes at long run, and lofefy 1y Wb Tl
dor it had at the beginning, frain & o el
to pafs, that the whitenefs apper - : aicing aodl
pretty in old porcelains 3 not br oo Lo g
all that are as good, angd will ~one TR
the fame colour. ""'i{ '
The {moothnefs and finenefs of =0 i o
two things, in the brightnefs of ("o vl il
evennefs of the matter, The v of ol o e
thick, otherwife there will be = 000 0
which will not be incorpomted enos A Wikl
rcelain 3 befides, its luftre wi e preaduspd 4
pnghtlv The matter is perfetf‘ Vi SWen,
when it has not the leaft bumps  whot o ) w
be obferved in it neither gram, o, WS A
preflion : Thereare few veffels bus '+ Tit G OfF
thefe-defects ; there muft not only e ol v o
nor flaws, but notice muft be tﬁ- e ther iy
be fome places brighter thanothe = s his o

when the pencil is unequally pnli.'ui § dhR (e
times alfo happens when the vd i o Lo cul o
be not equally 3 he Jal -
ﬁt;ryg:fteth a fenfi cdlff'erenerdry thetrul, x
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