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wall 10000 ftadiums Jong7 which readies 
eaftern ocean to the province of XanIi: not 
length is fa great as they fpeak it; but if Y~~~:"t '~: I 
all its windings, it will really appear to 
than 500 leagues. You mull .not COllCdi#: 
plain wall, for it is fortified with tower's 
the city walls I have mentioned. i an.d..,.,M 
where the paffes might be morc eafily fO:~;(ll 
have raifed two or three bulwarks one l 
ther, which may give themfclves a mutual 
whore enormous thickneCs, and"the forts which 
mand aU ~he avenues, being all guarded by gl 
numbers bf forces, proted the t:hinefe from all ~I 
te~pts" that fide. • 

Curla being divided from Tartary by a c . 
moutib.1n's~ .. the wall has been carried on over 
higheR hills, and is now tall and then lew, as 
ground allowed; for you muA: not think, as 
h;ave imagined, that the top of it is level th~:ouSh,,!,' 
and that from the bottom of the deepefl 
c;ou.ld have been raired to be as high as the 
mountains. So when they fay that it is of 
derful height, we mull: undcrlbmd it of the 
growld it is built on, for of itfelf it is rather 
than thore of their citics1 and but four, or at 
five feet in thicknefs. 

It is almoft all built with brick, bound with fu 11 
ftrong mortar, that not only it has lifted there 
vera! ages, bUt is ?carce the 'worfe. It is above; 
years 1ince emperor Chiliohamti taifedl ;i:t;" !to~!re.;:'t;i 
the infurreCtions of the n.eighbourin~ '1 
was at once one of the greateft and maddeft- undel " 
takings that I ever heard of; (oJ: though indeed 
was a prudent caution of the Chine(1i Jilus t~o~~~':' 
the eaGeft: avet}ues, how ridiculous W1l it 
to cury their W1!1 to the top 01 fome preciplJ\" 
which the birds can {carce reach with 
~d all which it is im?"ffible the Tamrian 

jlIglIliL.,j 
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~~ .~~~~~~an~d~ifJthey could fancy that i1n army 
!~ up thither, how could tbey 

fo thin and low :l wall. as they have 
':!oe~,!~,";u,:n pJacCS", coa.1d be of any defence ? 

~~ ;~r~~~:t~~l admire how the materials hllVe made ufe of there; and indeed, it 
a vall: charge, and the lafs of' 

than would have perilhed by the greateft 
of their enemies. It is (aid, that during the 
of the Chinefe emperors, this W3.1J was guard
a millipn of fa lcliers; but now that part of 

~ Wry belongs to China, they are content with 
ning. welJ the- worA: fituated, but bCft {oltified. 
s. of It. • . \ 

Among the other fortrell'es of the kingdom, there 
above a thoufand of the firft rate ;,.tne reA: are 
remarkable, and indeed (carcc defer-ve that name; 
all are very well garrifoned, and by that one 

y judge what vaA: armies are con1l:antly kept 0/1 

t. H owever, this is not the only part in which 
'flina excels other nations, for to confider her only I' 

her military capacity will hardly raiCe our won· 
; but who can enough admire the number.:, 

tntne(s, beauty, and government of their trading 
. IWtls? They are genernJly divided into three' 

of tHe firft there are above 160, of the 
2. 70, and of the third near t 200, beJides 

'5'" 3C<I walled cities more, which they leave out 
(-'i-no,: _worth obferving. tho' they come but little 
.... 1"" ,>!either of them, either in the number of jnha. 

or greatnef~ of trade. The grettct and 
villages are numberlefs, efpec.~ lIy thore of the 

'.leith,,,,, provinces. In the proV1n~ of Xanfi :\I1d 
_.e~~. th(':Y are for the moft part furroundcd with 

good ditch~ with iron gates, which the 
~'mtry fK:Ople {hut at night, and guard in the d3y 

to p'rottc!Hhemfelv!s from thieves, and f""" 
tho 
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the infuIts of the foldiers, who J.e Ip("~waY;, IJ 
be kept ill by their officers. 

The Jargenefs of thefe cities is ~nn'ot~J!~~e1i~s:J~jt:l 
than their number. Pekin, which I h 
the honour to mention to your highnefs, 
be compared to Nankim; as it is 
lCiamnim, a town formerly 
walls, the outerman. of which was J 

fOWld : (orne works of it are iliQ to be 
one would rather think to be the bounds a pro- -
Tince than a city. \Vhen the emperors kept their 
court there, its inhabitants were, no dofJbt, number .. 
IC£5. Its fituation, haven, plenty: the rertility of the 
neighbouJing lands, and the canals JJlade neRT it, for 
t{L~ improvement of trade, could not but makt! it a. 
fine city: 1~as fince loft. much of its former fplendor. 
However , if rou include thore who live in its fu,. 
burbs, and on the canals, it is lliU more populous 
thln Pekin; and tho' the unarable hills, the ploughed. 
lands, gardens, and van empty places which are with-
in its walls. render it really lefs than it fcems, yet 

I what is inha.bited does {lill make a prodigious bjg city. 
The ftreets are not very b.road, but very weU 

paved, the houfts Jaw, but clanly, and the ihqps 
very rich, being filled with ftuffs. fiJks. and other 
coilly wares: in a word, it is as the cenU:r of the 
empire. where you ma.y find all the curiolicies which 
are any whue found in the whole kingdom. There 
the moft famous d08:ors and the Mandarines. V!h9...J 
are out ofbufinefs, ufually fettle themfeJves. baving • 
the conveniency of feverat libraries filled with choice 
of good books; their printing is fairer, their artifi.. \( 
ctrs are better workmen, the tongue more poli~ to 

and the accent fmoother than any where eIfe; and 
truly no other city were fo proper fOf the emperor's 
feat, were it not for the flates advantage that 1$. 
Jhould rtfide near the ffontie~. It is alfo famwt 
Oil other ac!;ounts. \ 

Firtl!· 
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.. . Fi~ ro"~rfver Kiam on which it i.! firuatl!d. 

• 'C~'S the eft, deepeft, and moll. navigable in 
the, ole empi. ; being, in that pllrt of it which 
.thp. ctty. near half a league broad. 

moun' where flood formerly a platform and ~
IY' the royal obfervntory on the top of;t 

...... per ~ Wlents (which were fince removed to 
Pekin) b now only (orne old buildings remain,:l.Dci 
a large Cquare hall, !lewly built as an 8CknOWJedg~ 

-meot of the emperor Camhy's kind vjfie to tlutt 
city. This was a trick of the Mandarines, who, un~ 
der pretence of raifing a monument of that prin~s 
favour, got conli~ble Cums of money from the 
inhabitants, not b alf of which wa!l laid out. 

In ~he third place for a large towcr; vulgarly c:tf· 
led the China-Tower. There is withql.,t the city 
(and not within, as fome have wrote) :moure named 
by the Chillefe, the Temple of Gratitude (Ptt~ 
grl1f-ffiJ built 300 years ago by the emperor Yonlo. 
It is raifed on a maffive batis, built with brick :llld 
f!Jrrounded with a rail of 1I11polilhed marble; tllerc 
are ten or twelve fic.:ps all round it, by which you 
:t.fcend to the lowermoll: hall, the fl uor of which 
fu.n~s one foot higher than the hafts, leaving a 
little W3lk two feet wide aU round it. 

The front of this hall or temple is adorned with 
R ga.llery and fome pillars. Tht: roofs (for in Chi
na there are ufuaLly two, one next to the top of the 
,walk and 3. narrower over that) arc covered with 

• green lVarniJhed fhining tiles; and the ceiling within 
is painted and Diade up of feveral Ijttle pieces diffe· 

~ rently wrought one wjthin the other, which with the 
<;hinefe is no fmall ornament. I confefs that medley 
of beams, joifts, ntfters. and pinions is a fmgUl:uity 
which furprues \IS; becaufe we mufi: needs judge that 
(u<'Jp a walk.. was not done without great ex.pencc. 
but to (peak truth it proceeds only. from the igno
sante of their workmen, who never couJd lind out 

- - - that .... 1:. ... _ 
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that noble 1implicity, .in which 'confiM' bo~ 
firength and bel!.uty of our buil~ ... 

T his hall has no light but wht comes ~ 
the doors, of which there are three very la~e: I 

t hat give admittance into the tower I (peak ¢ , 'f". 
is part of this temple. It is OfVt

2
od: l:lSl11a 

gw'c, about 40 feet broad, fa that,.. , kj lid 
J 5 feet wide. A wall in the lik! orm is 
round it , at two fathoms and a half ' di 
and, being moderately high, rupperts the one 
of the pent-haufe, which iITues from the to ... 
and thus makes a pretty kind of a gallery .• 
tower is nine aories high, eacitl fiary being ad 
eel with a cornilh three feet wide at the bo 
of the windows. and diltinguifued' by little t · 
hauees like the former, but narrower, and \ 
t he tower :~elf ) de<.reafing in breadth as tho;" 
increafe in height. 

The wall is, at the bottom, at leaR: t 2-

thick, and abo\'e eight and a half at the top, 
I· with CIUna-ware laid flat-wife ; for tho' the W~.~M" 

has fomething impaired its beauty, there is yet en 
remaining to fhew that it is real China, tho ., 
the coarfer fort, lince 'tis impoAible that 1\ k 
could have retained that lufue above 300 years\ 

The ftair<afe within is narrow and troubl~?" ~ 
the ftcps being very high. Each fiory is mad)
of thick pieces of timber laid crofs-wife, and on t ' 
a floor, the ceiling of each room being beau • 
with_ paintings, if ruch painting as theirs ~ 
ealIed' a ~uty. The walls of the upper rO'J 

bear feveraJ Cmall niches full of carved idols, W I 

make a pretty kind of checquer. The whole o ' 
gilt, and looks like carved frone or marble l 1 ~ 
believe it to be only b~ for the Chine{;. 
very fic.ilful in fiamping all kinds of ornamen" 
it, which thro' the finenefs of the:ir fiftecl mou). 1 
.:omes more eafy to them than to u" 
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firi1~oor is the mctl: lofty, but the reA. are 

r~~~~~~ I have told the neps~ which an:: almotl aU 10 large inches high, 
very nicely, which amount:» 

If you add to ,this the height of the ba.-

r .. ~.~~;i;~'~~~th~;;e ninth fiary, which has no Reps to r the top, and the cupola, the fum 
200 feet in height from the grouild. 

cupola is nono of the leaa. onmments of 
building. being. as it were, an extraordinJTy 
mall, or may.pole, which, from the floor of 

eighth no".., rires above 30 feet higher than the 
of the tower . • ROWld it a great piece of iroQ 

u • in a fpi~ liae. {everal feet dif1:ant from the pule, 
" it looks like a hollow cave, on the top of 

'h h is placed a very large golden ~ This it is 
the Chiuefe caU the Porcelain Tower, and which 

fC1:he Europeans would name the Brick-one. What. 
it may be made of, it is undoubtedly the heft 

,_ trived and nobleft l1:rul.~reof a\l the Eaft. From 
. top you have a profped: of the whole city, and 
.. , wly of the mountain on which frauds the ob.
(I atory, which lies a good league north eaft and 
l-y ~A: from it. 

amkin was a1[e famous for the bignefs of its bells., 
their weight having worn down the It.eeple which 
were hung in, the whole building fdf"Jlown~ and 

h. ftil! lie upon the ground. There is one in the 
, ........ between our college and the obfervatory, whore 

. ~t is 11 feet, and that of its handle or ear by 
" h it hangs, 2 , and its diameter is 7. the outward 
.... ll1lfi:renc:-is 22 feet, which indeed leffcns rowards 

OPt but not in the fame proportion with our 
here, for the figure is almoft a cylinder, if you 
away a confiderable r'welling towards the: mid

I ~r.~~~~~.~ the circumference is equal to that of the I I ts lower brim'is Jix incheu.nd a half thick. 
thin.aer and th.inner, to tbe bowicg where 

tho 
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the cone begins, fo ::hat under tht!' r:j( is~O" at~l. 
2 inches thick; which may be ~afured r ~~ 
nough, becaufe they pierce their sat tOP,to 
increafe their found as they fancy. The eta! it 
-brittle, and very ill caA:. being full of lit!4e lcnohS. 

Thefe bells were call d\lring the niil~'iJ;eign be': 
fore this. Each have their particular,.,,::1ne' the" , 
being called Tchoui. the H anger; another; Che, the 
Eater; a third, Choui, or So" the Sleeper; and a_ 
fourth, Si, the F lier; for tho' there are but 3 intfie 
city, the Ghinere geographers place a q.th beyond the 
river Kiam. Now, fuppofing ,thatG a cubical foot 
of brafs weigh 648 I. the bell which I meafured 
lhould weigh aQout 90,000, fupi'Ofing it t~ be of 
an c:qual hi$ne(s and thickners. As for the big .. 
ners, there~.no great difference, hut the thickner.! 
Je1Tens from the bottom to the top, where, as I 
have raid, it is but two jnches thick; fo that a1~ 
lowing it to be one with another fot..:r inches 
thick and better throughout, the bell will weigh 
about 50,000 I. and be twice as heavy as that at Er: 
fort, which father Kircher affirms to be the higgeft in 
the world. 

But this is notrung to what there is at Pekin, .hicb 
can fhcw feven caft. under the reign of -the en\~ 
perorYonlo. ncar 300 years ago, weigrung 120,000/. 
each. They are II feet wide, 40 round, and liZ 
high, ~fides the ear, which is at leaR: 3 foot in 
height. This, my lord, I own is furpriftn an~,. 
could fcaree be believed, had we not father Ve.rbiea'$ 
word for it, who himrelf bas exaClly meafured them. 

Bqt.JlS much as their ~ls exceed OOl'S in bjgn~. " 
fa much do ours e1Cceed em in found, whether r 
metal or "'y of caffing liC'J>etter. Be ploored lto 0 

vcr to read what fathcr_MagaJhaens writeS or 
which is in the palace at1"ekin. lIS found, fays ~ 
flckar,fo pleafant,anJ hafM9tli()uJ,lbot it /WRI /q pr,;. · 
cud/rO/lf a mif, (QNlIjlr.m,!,~ mrlcb ~(J'lh~ '.!!!!!! !.~~~ 
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be romparativeJy; and per
author h d nevtT heard Uly thing of that 

~~:~~h~,;i~t . . As (or my part, all the bel~ I have 
~ ha\'efecmed to me to make but lI.du ll~ 

. as one mayeatily imagine, for their 

""" pc.,.. '~;'i:'~.r.!~~;o~f iron but wood. However 
be ((tlr it not a longer inquiry) it is 

<eft""'" that the Dlinefc have in all their cities very 
with whrch the}' diftir!gui!h the five 

witches ()f the night; which they rttkon froM (even 
or eight of th~ clock in the evening: they begin 
the fu-ft with IbikiPig once, which they repeat a 
moment after, anri fa on till the fecond watch. then 

fl l'lke two {hokes, and at the t hird w~tch three, 
(0 on: fa that thefe bells 3re as f~ many rc:

pe<lting clocks, which every other m~lt inform 
you what time of night it :s. T hey allO ufe for the 
(arne purpore a vety great drum. which they beat 
in the Came manner. 

There cwo imperial cities, which I have now been 
~d"f"ibin • • might alolle render China defervedly fa
mous, but the metropolis's of moll provinces :\I~ (0 
big, , hat each were fit to be the chief of an empire. 
Sigan. the capital city of Xenfi, is three Jeagues 
r lmd. I have had the curiofity to mcafurc. it mv 
fdr, which was not difficult ; the walls which indore 
it making an exad: {quare. Its ditt.h~ which arc 

dry and pudy hllN with water, arc very-fiue; 
truck and tall, as weU as the (quare tOWCI"!I 

dcknd them . its bulwarks very bro:u:i , and its 
at lean fome, maR: fb te!y. and like thofe at Pe

The city is divided into two parts by an ctrthen 
which (WIS a1moll from one end. to the other. 

h.lf ~ inhabited by the T=. who keep 
tho' in the other. where the 

there :\r~ aJfo a good body of troops. 
may be fan an old palace., the refidence 
ancienr kings of tlut counrry, who were 

G pOwer-fill, 
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powerful, not onl becaufe of e vall: ~e .... · 
their dominions, but alfo thro' t bravery and 
rage of their fubject:s; for, among aJI the en' 
there are not any better proportioned or' 
ftrong, flour, and laborious than ther~~l A~"Fo, 
houfes, they are, as every where elre ~a; . 
and not over-well built; their futnit11te is not fa 
as in the fouthern parts, their varnilh nol fa Ii 
their China not fa plentiful, 'flor thar workm 
ingenious. 

H llmcheu. the chief city of the ~ro\'ince of 
kiam. is a1fo olle of the rich~ft: ana greatclt i 
empire. T he Chinefc fa), it is four leagues r 
and, I believe, they teli 110 lye. 1;0 The ilrce,s ar 
full of people as at Pa ris, and the fuburbs bel 
being \"c~rgc. and the canals crouded with 
finite number of boats, I believe it to be as pop " 
as the grr.:atdl. cities in Europe. The garrifon cO] 
in 10000 men. 3000 of which are Chinele. 
water of their canals is not c1tar. nor their 1\ 
broad, but the nloFs are neat, and the m 
th~ are reputed to he very rich. 

Eallwards from the city runs a river half a I 
broad, bt.i.ng ncar the: lea, but indeed not very 
ftderablc, for a little higher it is but an uleleu 
rent, which runs thro' abundance of rocks . A \ 
lies clofl! to it to the wefrwards., which is:thou 
Je::lgues round. The water is clear, but very 
low -; deep enough however for (ome large fU.! 
tom'd boats, which the Chine(e keep t.hc:re, . 
m;my floating iflands, where their young people _ 
-their pJeafure. In the middle /lands an ifland w " C' 

they ufually la.nd, having built there ;1 temple , 
fame houfes for their diverlion. Of thi3 Jake 
rdarions have made an inchanted place. I haY' 
that it was built round with A:ately houfes and 
palaces. This might be; but if true, a srea 
was cettain1r taken that not fo much as 
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~:'":.I~ \".,nCli"t",of it fltould te{llain . But perhaps 

"~" ~'F." to fome woctlen thatched dwel-
whit.h does every whtte abound; then 

while might make great alterations, 
not ure its urmaft efforts to pull t hem 

if this city is not fa eminent for 
i:. commendable for being one of the 

~~.~~~i~~:t~h:e empire, for the prodigious number 
. dn: conveniency of its canals, and 

t tr:lffick which is made there in the fineA: 
the wogd. 

at is furpriiing.in China is , that whercas~ being 
thro' one of thef:: cities, you would fcaret! a -
Q mcct wiro the likt' , you are hlrdly out of 
of it before you are in view of rueh another. 
r example ; going along the g~nal (rom 

' Ik~ you come to Surbru, which is not far from 
'\d. if you believe the inhabitants, contains fou r 
ts in circuit, being indeed of a v~ extent It 

the ufual re!idence of a viceroy, and has as 
: a trade as any city in the empire. I do not 
~ to be proportionably as populous as thofc I 

entioned ; but the fuburbs and multitude of 
-- amaze new comers. T hofe who have the pa. 

to [pend a few minutes on the water.fide. and 
... the throngs of people that come to cheapen 

odities, would imagine it to be a Sir. to which 
ole empire were crouding; and the officers 
tho' not over A:rid:, are (0 bufied in receiving 

that they are obliged to put off to the 
a great many traders, who come to make 

This cOlltinual hurry, among the 
l1aoon in the world, (hould , one 
ot;cation frequent quarrels; but their 

(0 $ood. and the Mandarines ordCr9 
ob(erv~. that beiicks abufive langua~. 

L.~'!I' .the Cbi1U/t are v'tty ftuent, other injuries 
offered. Not.,fu &om Suc:hcu. you 

G 'Z meet 
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meet with other c, les at {maU ' ces ~ ".~ 
other, fome a lea~ue and a h and fome ~ '6 , 
leagues round. As (oon as YUll are. come.,9i ~ 
river Kiam, you meet with Chinkiam, a tpwtfJ. fl 
on its banks, one of whore very fUburbs~<Vh: 
north-we.ll:, is a large German- leagu' 10 ~uit. ... 
this place is fa populous, that, when paired thro' 
ii, it was no final I trouble to me to ma~ my way · 
thro' the crowd, which is ufwlly as great in thoft: 
{heelS :lS here at a folelnn procdlion. Overago,inll 
it, on the other fide of the river, fl:,nds ~a-chEou 
another great t",ding (Own; .a little beyond li~ 
Yamcheu, one of the mon. remarkable cities in the 
whole empire, which, accordill~ to the <;;hinefe, 
conmins two millions of inhabitants. , . 

If J di~)t here recal myfelf, ll'hould unawarli" 
defcribe all the citics of China ; but dcfigning onl.9'fu 
give your highnefs :t general account of thdr !a.q;o
ne(s and number. I O1all, without n needler.~, tedious 
dcfccnding into particulars, a{fure your eminency 
t hat Illy/elf have feen (even or eight of them as b' 
:tt lean as P aris, befides Ceveral others where 1 have 
Dot been. which J am alfured are not leCs. Th::re 
are fourfrorc of the firn ran k. equal to LymJs~ 0 

Sourde:l.Ux. Among 260 of the (erond, above 
hundred arc like O rleance ; and among I '2.00 of 
third , then: arc 6,\'C or fi x hundred as confiden:J>~e 
as Rochel or Angoulefil1e; befides an innum~~e 
qillUltity of villages grearer and more populous t 

Marenes and St. Jonn de Luz. Thefe, my I , 
are no hyperboles, neither do I fpeak by hear
but having tr.lvellcd ill perfon over the greateft
of China, I hope your highneCs wiU havour m 
fur, as not to queftion the fincerity of my reJati 

I fuall conclude with the revenl ports and hi..w<; .... 
of China, which do not 3. linJe contribute \0 • 
illcreaCe of its wealth. The Chinefe emperon h& . 
forbidt he entrance of them to foreigners; t 1hl 
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, ,rio.'\. !ond of mot"i Y than of ancient 

m~, have V late yars gr'~Jlted:l free accefs to 
~ons. 
-Ite firfl 'beginning fouthwards is Macao, famous 

~ e ~t traffick. which the Portugue2.e formerl y 
e !'h"~, before the Dutch had expelled them 

j of the greatefl part of the Indies. T hey niH 
lYe a f~s in it, but their garrifon is [mall. as 
deed t hey are not" able to keep a very great ooe. 

dfides. their beft way to lnai:lbilt thcn&!vcs in 
is FOil. is, to ingratiate thcmfelves wilh the Chimft', 

a blind otJfequjpufne[s to ' all their conunands, 
bieh they do very wifdy. T ile towll, if I may 
clijJ a few h<1ufes not indo[ed with any willS', IS 

'It on a narrow uneven foil, on the point of a {mall 
d which commands a good roaJ,.,here !hips. 

the means of feveral other little iRands which lie 
the windwards, are (ccure from any {loml. The 

.1ven is narrow, but fafe and commodious. All 
' Ie cuO:.oms belong to the emperor; and tho' the 
ortugueze do O:.il) preferve a form of government 

ong themfe:lves. yet they obey the M:mdarincs 
whatfoevcr bears the leaft relation to the Chine(c, 
The fccond haven of this eoaO:. is formed by a 

retry wide river. up the which great vefTds can 
as fu as CantOIl. T his place is verr convenient 

r foreigners, l)ecaufe the city fupplies them with 
undaoce of all kinds of mcrchandizes and re.freih
nts: but the Mandarines are not fond of letting 

4 \ approach too near their walls, left they 
uld be furprized ; or rather, they are unwilling 
t their merchants fhould deal with ours, linee 
Mandllriues fell them the European eifeds under
tl, by other pcrfons whom they employ. 

The province flf Fokien. adjoining to that of 
ton, has another celebrated haven, which they 
Emoui, fr9m the Uland which forms it, for it 

' ,""P':rJy fpeal<ing, but a road Iock'd. in on the 
G 3 one 



Sf; of the t·t;". Ho/ift" dW 
one hand by the ntinent, :lIld~'lIe 
the (aid iOand. T e biggeR /hip ride " ere 
and the banks arc (0 high , that t y In:ly 
near the {hare as they will. T he late g.-I!¥,'''.t'l.111 
provement of trade in that city ';hit.~, .. ::i: 
confiderable number of people. and 
been judged of fuch a conrequencc, .-
peror has for fome years paft kept then:: tJ- gal 
of (IX or (even thoufand men under a ChiA~fe 
mander. 

T he fourth, called Nimpo, lies in the mtin 
ly part of China ; there it w~ we~ landed . 
entrance is VeT)' difficult, and wholly impradjeJ:' I 
to great vc{f'eJs. the har at the (;higheft . cir.\t:s 
being above t 5 foot under water. T hat 
neverthe1clC.. a very great trade ; for ,hincc, J 
make a fpttcfy voyage to Japan, being but 
days in their pafiige to Nangaz.aki. Thither 
canoy {ilks, fugal', drugs and wine, which they 
chan~e for gold, filvcr and brafs. 

N lmpo is a city of th~ urll: c1afs. and 
former t imes v~ry remarkabh::, hut has been 
damaged by th~ Inte wars; however, it daily 
fo rnething: of its former (plcndor; the walls 
good condition, the city and [llburbs wdl I 

and the g:trrifon pretty nume.rous. The 

-

frill full of a kind of monuments, called by 
Chinefe Paifam. or P aiiou, and by us tri,unl" ~ 
arches, which are very freqUen t in China. 

They conlil1 in thrte gmlt arches abreaft, 
with long rn.1.rble !'tones; that in thc midcUe is 
higher than the other t\ o. The four columns 
fupport them are fometimt:s round, but 
fquare, made of aile onJy !tone placed '0 :ut 
gular balis. In (orne no bafis is to be feeo; 
>they never had any, or that thro' age it wu 
into the ground. They have ho cupitils, Wt. 
In¥Ik is faft<n'l! inro the ",rum.., if 
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n:t° t~ fome ~u~ over the pillars. 
is be er- diftingutlh~ but too high ill 

th~reft . they addtn it with infcrip-
figures, and e.mboffcrl fculptures ; 

wrought loofe one within another, with. 
carved. Rnd birds flying as it 

which in my mind 'arc maller-

',01: u. u all there §Iches 3re of this make; lome 
ordinary that they are not worth the feeing; 

thers there are which cannot enough be prized. 
:let of a cotnilh, they have before and behind 
• flat marble fh>nes like pent. hou(es. There 
o many of IJIcfe monuments at Nimpo, that 

places they are more a trouble than an orna
tho' at a difl:ance they make an agreeable 

lIk·jed· ,-
omitted the haven of Nankim, which. ill 

, becaufe of the breadth and depth of the 
Kiam. thould have been firfl in order; LuI' 110 

put in there at prerent. I do not know whe
e mouth of the raid river is now choaked up 

{and; but fure I am, that the whole fleet of 
:"rno,,, pyrare, who bcfieged. Nankim duriug; 

troubles, pafftd it without any difficulty; 
wha,,, it is to prevent allY fuch accident for 

that the Chincfe will not make ufe of it, 
degrees it mar grow out of knowledge. 

my lord, is In general what may be (aid of 
fortrelfes and cities of China, the number 
is fo great. that force c:m a traveller di

"'~;Ih them, they lie fo thick together i therefore 
have ever thought that, no nation in 

was to be compared to than, much like 
people whom the ptophet reprefents. faring, 
;s lbaJ grtd: and glorif/ttJ cily which btU j,i/J

fa man) Jtar~, alfd faith, I IIT1/y am a 
G + dlJ, 



tilY. and thue is nen, btjidu "e. 
indeed were fometl"lr lg excufable· 
they knew of notlfUlg beyond th,.C"-'1S 
forcA.s of Tartary; but what we ha.!.J~ 
that the weft had alfa its cities and k~:d~::J.' 
in fcvera l things exceeds theirs. has 
humbled them, being not a little v"",""L 
t itle to unive.rfa l monarchy thould now be 9uefu 
:+frer having enjoy'd it :!.bove 4000 years. "-

Our comfort, my lord, is, that thefe proud 
\vhich Riled themfclvcs Ladies pf the U 
have been forced to open their gate& to the 
'!.nd are partly fubdued by our religion . • 'Ib(to 
dWllt in high plaas ba'Vt brr.f.){d lbtir beads, a 
DJrd bas in II hoi) mamltr bnmgbllow the lof:]. 
This, my lord, has often fupportcd me in the 
of my la~'..l{S and travels. J have feen b 
~ities where chriflianity had made no progrefs 
among thofe crowds of worl'hippel"6 of BeL 
have ohferved a chafell people which wol' 
the L ord. in fpirit and truth. Our churches a 
the ornament of thofe very cities, which d~1 
many ages had been defiled with idols; an 
crofs,raifed above their hou(es, confounds Cupe 
*nd gains itfelf refped from the va.ry Gcn~ilC$. -

What then remains, my iprd, but that we J 
with the utmoll. diligence to the perft:tl:ing of a 
worthy the zeal of the 6rH apoft1~. Woe t9 
who are kept there by the care of the head 
,"hurch, and th\ liberaJity of chriftian 
thro' ntgligencr, or an ill-grounded co,,,,,,dic,, 
faj) of rcn9erin[l the inhabitants of thore vail: 
holy,nation . HithertQ, thro' God's 
miq.iA:ers of the gofpel have n~)t ~:~~~~;:~ 
PrQfdfion, not before the pagan 
when fQ~ by a long exile to 
fhurches, \hey all nU~ht witlj St. p~ut ~'r' 

, g;.i~ ~~j. l ' 

'. • 



Chit[ BuiiJings oj China: 
rbl'v,·:",.de"~,u,,.d 10 /tr"lJt tbe Lord in 

many Ullrs, tlnt/'y.otwitbjiQ1Iding the 
mel ';rJitb from IhtPlt;/htn ; Ihal I have 

tbat might be to · your ad'fHlnlage, 
Jlronz enougb to prrotnl my 
puhlid, and pri7Jale ; out ro ... 

"' !~IOl¥ingyou n!J 10 be pt,,;ltnl towards God, 
10 our Lord 7 tiNS Chrift. 

that thore, who have compofed whole 
~.,.",,, to cry do"Om our catholick miffions, will 

~ to what I have raid. Men, who have 
rofelfed . themfe1ves enemies to the orthodox 
e. attack it eotery where, and make it their 

fs [9 fiandeJ; ruch as preach it: but it may 
e8mfort to us, that we have no other 00-
ics but thofe who are ruch to our 

and that we are onJy blamed' by thofc 
praire would be a reproach to us. 

owever we ftand in d3.\ly need of the altif
of our kind protetftors; for in what part of 

world can nakai tnlth and diftre1fed innocence 
"""'''" ., bnd alone the force or in'veterate malice? In 

my lord, we hope: to find one full of zeal and 
The approbation of fa great a prince, 

wit. judgment. and uprightnef~ are well 
wn to all Europe, is able alone to fi lence 

confound our enemies. And when it is once 
that you are in fome concern for our af

that you are {cnfible of our labours, per
~;i~t~hat our def~s are g~ and willing to 
J t9 carry thel1l on; none Cure wiU then 

daring and hardened a calumniator as to 
againft our miaions to China., or refled: on 

condutl: in that ~ountry. I am with pro-
refpct<. 

My lArd, 
r'otIr Emilmtct's mojl 

afflb!t Iznd obtditnJ StNJllnl, 
f... 1· 
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"" L r:(T T E R !V. 
7'0 the COllnt de e R E C / \ 

StJd. Ctt7lals, RivtrJ, ' i/,{I'I1li 
C H I N A. 

My LrJrtJ, 
• \. 

T H E F rench miffionaries to China are fo 
Iy obliged to your whole Family, that am 

the moll important commands, . they'have hono,:,"":'j 
me with for Europe, that of" rcturning you th 
hearty thanks was ear:lcA:ly recommended to mv ",," 

J know, my 10m, that, how gfl!at foever your 
vours may ba ve been, your reveral employments. ,>t.-'" 
the unboundetl application with which you ferv 
majelly, have fomewhat curbed your 'Zeal. 

But what is not owing from us to that othl'r (d f 
yours (pardon the expreffioll) whom his 
name, wit, and a thoufand e>:cellcnt qual;!i",",!! 
d o fo confound ,,.·ith you. that we can 
guifh the one from the other? In alJ our tT1lvel"~' 
which fome of us have ah-eady reckolloo atxlV'4",,! 
league<;, we have not made 3. Il.cp without his 
and affifi.ance. His zeal has excited us to noble 
terprizes, his prudence diretw:l us how to c:lrry 
on, his courage llrengthcned UII againfi: all op:po!itii> 
and J hope his unOlaken conItancy will at 
{uccefs to one of the moll noble atchievements 
this age has produced, to qur church·s good, to 
improvement ofleaming, and to his glory who 
t he Gallick {cepter. -

'Thus. my lord, while you make known his 

in the fevera1 courts of Europe. he f~:~~~~~ 
broad thro' the new world, where h~ is 
Vtrolc.ed by the preaclieis of the gofpeJ, 
polt he is, arid' df<aded bY' thofe ofN ,;.rulm 
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ruin'he is die oecalion of. I the more 

to hi! merit, bccaufe I anodt 
f\i.bjed ·mc,", agreeable to you, Iol'dfhip ; 

already fpoke of it in private CCin
were to blame to give over fo foon. 
;.aving indulged a futher's to\demefs, is 

fhould Camfy a ftaeefman's curiolity ? 
ofu,l de!cribed. Europe to the Chinefe, w~o 
J,e«red Its polrtenef~, beauty, and magmfi

it is but jult that I make China known 
uropea!l, who is bdl. able to judge of its 

deur. l"avc, my lord , pitched upon the fol-
p"'tiC1Jlaz., lX-ing [uch as will give you a true 

country, and will, perhaps, give fCll1e 
in the reading. 

I'a being of a large extent, tho n3t;}Jrc of the 
d,ifferent. according to its ~ar fitua.rion, 
es mote or lefs fouthwards. I aa/l howevtr 
our lorcHhip, thatthe leaft of its fifteen pro
js fa populous and fertile, that in Eurbpe 
~d make aJone-a ronfidemble ftate;. and a 

who fhould enjoy it, might have wealth 
~bi'o& enough to content a moderate amm-

land, like all others, is divided into hills Ilnd 
but the latter are fo even, that one would 

Chinefe have ever ftnee the foundation. 
monarchy been employ'd in nothing dfe 

them, and making them into gar
ahd manner of tneliorating the gro'Uhd 
to Jet watu thro' it, they couJd not devICe 
c!< way to dillribut< it cqll1Uy; e1fe thoCe 
which lie higheft would have 1 .. b6urtd tltt
contiriual drought, afld the ttl\. ladl alWays "'...... ' 

tOUrle they t1Ilte in tilling wi """bring 
Ii>. they ,I" tl!tm out W a po;. of 

the fobt .. the lop, tb, the rajo _ ... 
may 

-
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9' Of Ih, Clilllt, Scil, CaM/s, R~I'U{ 
may (pread equall,y, and not ~lh do·wn. j1i~~~,;.( 
with its feeds. 

Thus they have, as it were,. 
making artificial plains, where Jhe 
tains; #nd a long {eries of ruch hiillll~s.:~~~t 
crowned, as I may fay, with a h 
r:1lres., loling in breadth as they 
whofe foil is as fruitful as that the hq1: cu,I 
val lies, muil needs make a very entertain~.J.aI 

It is true that their mountains are not fj 
molt part fo flony as ours, their mould 
thcr Ijgh~ porous. and caft.ly cut t and, wl 
mof\: furpri2ing, (0 deep. that in moft pro 
you may dig three or four hlJijEltired feet in 
before you come to the rock. This does n;t 3 

contribut~ to its goodnefs, becau~e~n~t~he!~il~~~ tranfpiratiort of falt {pints is ever 
this endues the foil with a perpetual 

Nature has not however been equal in her 
butian, {he was lefs lavifh to the provin 
Xenft, Honan, ~amtum, and Fokiell. Yet 

their mountains are not wholly U:'~;:ij;~':~f: 
kinds of trees, w hieh grow tall and 
fit for all kinds of building. efpcciaJly 
The emperor re(ervcs forne for his private 
fomet¥ncs fends 300 leagues for trees of a 
giOllS" bignefs. of which he makes pillars to 
pIes or other publick buildings. 

The inhabitants alfo trade much in 
having lopt off all the branches, they tie 
100 of them together. and fa.ften fo many 
rows one behiud another as reach alruoft a 
which they drag in that manner along the 
and canals till they have fold all ~ (or 
them little convenient hou(es on ~hefc: 
floats, where 'the timber-merchant, his IillrUtl'~ 
fervants lie during the whole vOyQ~ 
fometimcs three Qr four months long. 
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T "J.ve othe: mountains which are of a 

~. ~~ more puhlick advantage. Thofe pro
du '(i'lPJ fjr., braiS, mercury, gold and filver. It 

, is. :rt:.Ct,. lh~lilver mines are not now made ufe of, 
. " l!1l~tII:y think the empu.. is fufficiend~ Ilock"d 
i;;'ith it. or "t;'at they are unwillmg to fac;nfice the 
~ ....... f poer people, by putting them upon fo labo
rious and Jangerous a talk. 

As Fe!' their gol9, the torrents walh a great 
qua.iltity away into the plains, which proves the 
occafion of a ~t many peoples livelihood, who 
" .. ve no other occupation than to look for it among 
the [and and mud, where they find it fo pure. that 
it need, no refiniag as at Peru . 
.. If you will believe the Chinere, who themfelves 

: credulous to an excefs, their mountruns have 
,on ierful properties. Some, they fay, ' are ever co

vend with clouds, while others always continue 
calm and ferene. Some produce none but ureful, 
wholefomc herbs, while not a rank poifonou9 weed 
~ grow the~. They affirm, that a hill in the 
~vince of Xenfi is lhaped like a cock, and crows 
fOr.\etimes fo loud, as to be heard three leagues off'; 
:lnd that another, in that of Fokien, moves to and 
fro when a ilorm approaches, like a tree agitated 
. yith the wind. The hoary heads of others are 

- covered with a continual froft; and there is one in 
tJle province of Kiamfi, called the Dragon-Tiger, 
bccaufe the Bonzes pretend that irs upper-part is lhap
eJ like a dragon, and feems to alTault the lower that 
is like a tiger. 

That of Fokien efpecially is admired, the whole 
extent of which is nothing elfe but a rq>refentation 
of the idol Foe, fo hugely hig, that its eyes are 

~~.l'1al miles broad, and its nofe many leagues in 
. I cannot fuppofe !t to be :i. piece of Chi

e workmanlhip, for they would not certainly 
Lfe made its nofe fo big, who love theirS Ihould 

~leJ which they look upon ~ a great beauty. 



94 OJ tbe ([Ji"", ,s,il, C4I1i1/t, ~ .. ;.( 
The mountain of Xenfi is n~ lefs 1Vofi~, 1.0/ . 

at the found of a drum. or any other I!oft~t~ ;, 
it breaths out fire and flames, raili=, iud, J.jns, ~ 
~orms, and what not: and. to con u.((; dt~ ;.11 . • 
the province of Huquam has this ft ~W . 
ty. that it makes thieves fa gidd)\ that, £boaM 
they flea! any thing on if, it would be impe.mble -
for them to go off with their booty; ~ an 
eafy egrefs and rtgrefs is aJlpwed to fu conte 
thither with an hotpitable mind. 

China abound.~ ill fuch like curiofirie; which 
fome of our philofophe.rs admire, ind endeavour to :/ 
tt:duc;:e to natural principles; but I fhouJd rather 
adviCe them to leave that difoUlion to tJle Chi
nefe. who, being the authors, lhould heft know the 
caUles of thefe fancied effeds. .... 

The idlell. dream, -and that to which they gite 
moll. fuith, is, That there is a dragon of an extra
ordinary Ct rength and fovereign power. It is in 
heaven, in the air. on the waters, and ufually a.. 
rn9ng the moulltains. They alfo believe, that ip 
thofe mouotains live a fott of men. whjch they taU 
the Immortal Race, believing really that they ne
)'er die; and fome are fo infatuated with. tilis ri • .....
diculous opinion, that they W1ltlder among thor, 
rO:tksl and there loCe themfe.1ves in queft of im. 
mortality. There are feveral famous grotto's where ... • 
fomt Bon'Zes lead a very aultere life; but for ,3: 
few tAAt'behave thcmfelves well. abundance, thro' 
their execrable vices, are grown contemptible to 
penons of quality, and odious to the people, who 
only tolcl":\te them thro' a miftaken 'Zeal. 

The moA.: famous temples are alCo built on 
mountains. Pilgrims repair t hither from 100 leagues 
oft', and their number is fometirnes fo great, , that 
the. roads a,re crowded with them. -nhc w~men -......; 
ef~ly are very epa: in the pcrfot'tnance of 
fh.is pie« of devotion, fOO' having 00 other oj\j!6a ~ 

9IIutr 
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;"';'1' going abroad, they "'" glad of that 1'"'
, .tto . tut there .holy travels bcing 1Om<:,,-hat pr<>
.. judic'jal to leir virrue, rhc:ir hufbands are not over
, welt ,plc:afi at it ; therefore anI y your ordinary 
• • (ort of 'lo T;" men undertake t hefe pilgrimages; but 
~ fo't~ons of quality, they force. their wives 

.. zeal into a/.narrower compafs. 
If after having vie)Ved their mountains, we take 

a pro~ of their plains, it muft be. confelT~ 
that no art can equal their natural beauty. They 
are all cultivated, and have neither hedge nor 

_ ditch, nor r~e a Ute" (0 much they are afraid 
of loftog an inch of ground. In moll provinces 
they make harveft t wice a year, and between 
thofe PHO (earo~ they fow h{ rbs and pulfe. 

All the northern and we{lern provinces, as Pe
kin, Xanfi, Xenf~ Suchven. bear whC::tt, barley. 
'feveral kinds of millct, and tobacco, with bla.ck 
3nd yello~ peafe, with which they feed horfcs 
as we do )Vim oats. Thofe of the fouth. efpeci
aUy Huquam. Nankim. and · Chekiam, are fruitful 

, ill rice, it beiqg a low, watery country. The 
hu£bandmen at firft ' fow it diforderly. like other 
corn, and when it is grown about two feet frofl) 
the ground, they pull it up by the roots, and 
tranfplant it in a arait lint;, in fmall parcels like 

• <liule {heaves. checquerwjfc, that the ears may fup-
port each other, and the allier rcfifi: the wind .. 
fo that thefe plains Jook more like fpacious gar
dens than a plain field. 

The foil is proper for all manner of fnuts ; it 
bears pears, apples, apricots, peaches, figs, grapes of 
all k inds, and efpecially excellent mufcadines. There 
are alfo po~te.s .. walnuts, chefnu\SJ and gc:.
neralJy all that we have in Europe. Their olives 

.!tre ~eren.t from oUrs; they prefs no oil out 
or tlwp, becaufe; pc:r4a~ tbey are not fit (or that 
~fe, or tltjt P>e Chin.r. have not Y.O' thpught 

of 
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of it. Their fr'.lit~ FeraJJy ffo:alUr '\S,t ij ~ rt 
fo good as ours, bemg wholfy fu:ai~ to 
art of grafting. But they have th e kinas 
melons, which are all excdlent: e.JirO: 
fmalJ, yellow within, and of a fwect 13{1jt:. 
which they eat with the rind as w~ do in 
pie! I have not met with thofe any where bu 
the province of Xenfi. The others a" very 
and long, the infide of fome.are white, '...~ 
t~ers red ; though they are full of 3 cooling j 
which taftes like fugar; they never provt?off 
five, and may be eaten during the "greateft hea 
{ummel', without fear of a furfeit ; thofe are ca, 
water-melons. The ,third fort oare like our 
dinary melons. 

Betides the fruits which they have in com 
with us, others grow there which are not kn 
in Europe. The moA: delicate they call L e 
and is found in the province of QEamtum. 
as big as a nut, the none is long 3ltd big. 
the nltat all it foft and waterilh. but of a 
delicious taltc. I know not any fruit in Eu\ 
that comes near it. All this is inclos'd in a r 
thin rind, and the whole is Ihaped like al'lo 
It is unwholfomc to eat a quantity, and a 
hot a nature, as to caufe a man's whole body 
break out into pimples. The Chinefe dry it '" 
the rind, and then it grows black and wrin' 
like our prunes, and fa it is preferved and eat 
the year round, being ufed efpecially in tea, 
which it gives a little fharp talk, more agreea 
than that of fugar. . 

l n the fame province, and in that of Fokio • 
grows another [mall fruit which they call Louy 
D ragon's Eye. The tree that bears it is l~e 
thofe which produce our walnuts. This frUit I 
exaCtly round. the outer rind being [mooch a 
grey, but as it ripens it grows yeUowilh. ~ 
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or a fharp t~fte; and very full of 

for a dyfert to thofe who have 
I to fntisfy the hungry ftomach : 

and inoll'enfivt:. 
another kind of fruit peculiar to China, 

'ITlolt u\:'t1l ~rts Qf it; of this. ns of apples, 
(. "h. 1 kinds. Thole in the (outhern pro

c much like fugar) and melt in one's 
~n the provinces of Xanli and Xenfi it is 

~ bigg;:r, 9and may e:dier be prefervcd. 
• of the-former is c1et1r, fmooth; t r;m(p:U'Cllt, 

~jngered colour, cfpecially when the fruit 
Some are in fhape Eke an egg. but ufuaUy 
the feedi are bll\ck and Ra, and the meat 

• ry and nlmoR: liquid, which they fuck out 
the ends. V/hen they are dried like our 

become mClly; but in time there grows a, 

fugar'd cruCl: upon them, from which they 
mefl: dcJiFious flavour. 
in Xanfi are, as 1 ha\'c {:tid. much more 

Ir meat h:ing like that of our apples, but 
.'Il t colol.!l'. Thoft: tht'Y e'ither gathcre:trly 
hem on fh-aw, or dip. in fcaJd ing wntrr. to 

• 1 of an ill foure taA:e which they have at 6rft 
T he Ghincfe are Ilot over careful of this 

ing a natur.ll produd: of the earth which 
any foill But did they endeavour to brin~ 
edioll by gr~ftirig, 1 qudlion not but It 
made an ~1C.ceJlent one. 
rely omit their Al'l.ana's, Goyayes, COCO' i 

r fru its , fJt;' which they are indebted. to the 
lid which have been abundantly delcribed in 
dtions; but I (;a.I.:U19t pars by tbeir oranges, 
Iy known with us by the name _of China 

becau[e the 6rfr we iaw of that kind came 
tnce. The 6rO: and onl)' tree, o~t of whore 
l ours ate fa.id to be proquc.ed. . / ·s fr ill pre
at L isbon, in th: garden 0 the count-

H d. 
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de St. Lautence, and we are indeed hp' 
1he Portuguez.c for that delicious fi !o ; "utl.ild1I~: 

t~oc~l~~~nl.Y o~ one !tind over, tho' . r/~ ~ . 
That which lS mofl valued, and rent.~ a ranty 

to the Indies, is no bigger than a b!llifd b!tl 'j tbe 
rind is of a reddiIh yellow, fin~ dear, and very 
fmooth; yet the bigger fort feem to me the beft ; 
thore of Quamtum efpecialJy are very agre~e b6 
to our palace and conftitution : ·They are commonly 
given to lick people, being firft Caftened wi.,. the 
:fin, then filled with fugar, which, intorporating witfi" " 
their juice, makes a very fweet who1fome fyrup, 
than which nothing can be better.Jor the lungs. r 
know nor how to diA::inguilh them from thefe we 
have in Provence, a.ud t~at are brought ITom Por
tug:J.J. unldS, by thelf belllg more firm, that they 
are not t'1\ (i ly parted from t he rind,. neither u e they 
cliviued into fcgments like ours, .tho' t Ife they do 
hot differ in lhape. ~ '. 

When ] was at Siam, moO:: of my countryme/ 
'Were tranfported with the goodnefs of certain oranges 
whofe rind is rough, thick, aJmoft all over green. 
They may perhaps be willing to know if Chin cart 
{hew :my as good. As to matter of talle, a man 
aces not always agree with himfelf, . much lo!!' can 
h e do fo with others. All I can fay to it is, that 
each is excellent in its kind, and that ufually the laO: 
eaten fcern beft tafted. 

Lemons, citrons, and what thp IndAns call Pam
pclimoufes, are very common ttlere. and t11eref'd c 
hot fo much regar4ed as in Europe; but they cu1ti· 
VlI.te with a great d.eal of ~re a particular fpecies of 
lemon-trees, whofe fruit being rio bigger than t. wa1-
nur, perfeCtly round, green and fharp, are ~u..c 
;n.aJl Icind~ of fugoulls, and there Ihrubs th ofitai,. 
plirit In box.. to adqrn thClf <ourt& an hoIJ. 
therewith. ,.. - -- - - _ 
;' ~' , But 
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t1te trees that grow in China; that 

fl~~::!t~~~tallow IS in my opinion the moft,pro-
very propofitiort is no doubt furprifing, 

tio wher:c eIre allY thing like it, wilt 
yet there is nothing mote true; and 

iorQ. a particular account .of the n:tNre 
of fa extraordinary a tree wiU not 

~;t:;l~~:~~. the. heigh: of our cherrr·trttS, tbe 

l:~~~:~Jarc crooked, the leaves lhaped like :l heart, 
brilk red, its bark frnooth, the trunK 
~h~ head round and .very thick. The 

inClofed within a rind divided into three 
regm~nts, whiCih open when it is ripe, and difcov 

kernels of the bignefs of a rmallnut. 
the branches are very thick of it, and this mix
of white ahd red makes at a difiancc the finefi: 

. rofped: in-the'world; the fields where there trees 
~ plant&t ..... which they ulually are in a. dircd: line 
ad che,sq},lerwife, {hewing a far off like a vall: parterre 

-Bower-potS, 
But the wonder is. that this kernel h'lti all the qua;. 
ies of tallow; its odour, colour. ~ confiflency ; 

tbey al(o make candles of it. mixing only a little 
I when they melt it to make the (tuff more plJant. 
they knew how to purify it as we do out tallow 
re, I doubt not but their candles might be as goo4. 
outs; but they make them very ~kwardly, fo 

;Lt their fmell is much flronger~ their t meak thicker, 
their light d'l\nmer th~n ours .. 

t iJ true. the . fault does nOt a little lie in the 
~k; for inflead of cattani tho' they are well 
::ked with that commodity., they ufe a fmall flick 

~~;l:l light wood, wrapp'd rouQd with the ipntJ" 
a rulli, which is vay. porop~--, and tj)ereltr 

for the filt ... tion of the' fm.1I "",ticks of t)l~ 
by which thellam.'" pnOeried. TPio 

wick, beftdes '/I.t jt <lI><o I>Ot. i!IIs:Jl f. elm 
H2 as , 
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1t! cotton, increaft!S the fmoo:", and 
frye fmell. 

Among the t rees peculiar to t he 
f pmking of, J mu(t not omit there 

r, not like that which we make Uri:: 

but :l1lolher .fort of feed endued with tjle ' 
JitieS. They grow on a tree like tho~ ~hidi. 
Our wahmts. ::.bout as big as a pea. and of " CO "' •• 
colour, with little red ftreaks; when they 
they open of themfelves, and (HeQver a l i~t le n~,,~'" 
as black as jet, cafting a ft rong fmc1b very 
t o the head , for which renfon they gather them 
illtervals, not being able to remain on the tree 
confidcrnble time. H a\"ing expofed. thefe gt"f,ms 
the fun, they caft away the (tone, which is:oo . 
and {hong. and only ufe the refl:, which. tho' 
q uite fa agtttabJe as our pcp{>(r, is however of SC! 
ure in [auces, _ . 

That you may better judge -of theli/ ll li ty o f 
va1\: empire, be pleafed . my lord, to mk 
that there is no place in the world like it 
abundance of roots and pulfe ; it is almoA: th:: 
food of t he inhabitants, who omit noth~ to h 
them good. It wou ld be 'too tedious to gl' e"Y. 
lift of all thofe dIfferent herbs; for befides thofe 
have .here, their ground brings forth feveral otli 
.unknown to us. on which they fet a greater val 
T heir care and dexterity herein is beyond all 
gJ.rdeners performances ; and, if our walks 
t heirs, they excred us in their kit;/,en garden. 

Tho' this fubjea:. common in iJ~If~ and nOt wol4i; 
your notice, yields no great ' rarity, leannot 
,hear (peaking of a kind of onions which I h.,,.,..,, 
~thcy do not feed like DuB, but toward •• :;~I 
end of the fcafoll their leaves bear fame Ii 
ments, in the midA: of which is :\ white onion 
that in the grouncl.. T his does in time produ<,: 
l«\vcs, and thofe. "" like h~a, ::md '(0 OIl; 
• 
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!h~rter as they are farther from the 
dimenftons are fa jl1ft, and the pro

that one would think them nm" 
;t.~,t: it. fcems as if nature were minded 

.'; t:ven (potting, it can exceed the lkill 
arcift. 

,nalt'f.,lS been written of what they call P erfi 
Ie, it would be a great wonder. It is a k ind 
.Jar, that gipws under water,. whofe root is 

to a white matter covered with a red {kin, 
es it(eJfinto feveral heads. which. when frdh. 
a Cm1t1l nut. 1 have been 3{fUro:i that it 
property 1 that it fofteos brafs, and as rt 

• ders it .eamble, if a piece of tbe metal be 
the mouth with one of this plant . 

feemed t he lhanger to me, bttaufe the juico 
ues from it is very mild and cooling. and 
ed with any of thalli corrol1ve qualities 
f~effi.ry to work ruth an dfcd:. 
~ we were arrived at Hamc!lI.,'u, where 
di is much· eaten. we had the curiofity to 
into the truth of it j =lnd to that purpofc 

~ piece of · their money, which was made of 
• ~ fort of molten brafs, and wrapp'd it up 

re of this root; one of us, who had fironge\ 
than the refit broke it- into fevcral pie~. 
the others, loath to flmin their jaws. had 

!tn able to do. bue thefe broken pieces were 
d as ever, which made us think that dIe root 
ndeed. no Mer virt,ue, th:U1 that by being 
'd round th~ brafs it Caved ~lis teeth. which ~ 
of leatner, migttt have done as well. Vle 
repea~ the ~peri!nen..t at Kiahim, hut with 

, fuccefs; fo tl}lcjt is that there mighty 
p.,Ih,6 thould be heard twice, before -they are 

believt:d . 
Chirta wqe __ no ' of i!lelf fa fi uitfuJ acoult· 

I h.)ve re~(t!nt&ll it, the , can~!sl "A:hich ilJY 
Ii 3 cu, 
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• cu~ thro' it, wtl'e alone fufficient to 

but" betides their great ufefulnefs in I~al~": 
j:our\try. and. farthering trad~ they 
beauty to it. They are generaUy of ="' .. _ 
and running water, that glides fa 
can {caree he perceived. There is 
every prQYince, which is to it inJIlc":P-,,f 
lrJd run~ between two banks, built up ~ 
coarfe marble frones, bound ~gether b 
which are let into them, in the fame m. 
)ve ufe to faften our 'hong wooden boxt , 
corners. 

So little care was taken, during the w 
ferve works of publick ufe. iliat w"is • . tho 
the nablen. in the empire, was fpoiled i 
plaep1 which isa great ,pity; for they arc of 
ufe, both to keep in the waters of theli 
and for thofe tq walk on who drag tbe bo~ 
Bcli.des thefe caufeys they have th~eJ1 
a great many qlidges for the communic:lti 
~p~]te fltores; (orne are of three,( fome 
(dme feven .. arches. the middleJ:r{oft: bein 
~trnordinary high, that the boats may go 
:without putcing down their matts. . 
ar~ built with large piec~s of ftone o~ mar 
very well framed t the fupporters well Ii 
the piles fa fmall that one would think: th 
difbnce tQ hang in the air. T~ere are many 
bridg~s, fa thai: wh~rc the 'CJnaJ runs in 
lin~, ~' they u(ually do, it makf) a profi 
once ilateJy and '~bJc. · 
Th~ ~t carijil runs out-... intq (mailer 

either fide, whioh are again fubdivided 
nvul\$, that end' at [Olne ' great town or 
fometimes they di(chari themfelves ini9 
Pi' g~t PQnd, out of: which aU the adjacent 
lS watered j fo' that there clear and plentiful 
cmbellilhed by. ·[0 many ~ne bridges, ~w,dQ . . 
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~renient banks, «Ju.lIy di~ribated 

co,"Cred With a numbC:rlefs 
"' ! ,.nd huges, and crowned (if I 

on) with a prodigious number 
'cs, whore ditches it, fills, and 

;.)nns, does nt once; make that 
l'ltt ..ICt .n fruitful and the moll: beautiful in 

r -~ 

. " 

it were aftoniJbed at fa noble 
metimes bore a fecree envy to 
behalf, which murt own that it 

.. n that k ind to be com,'p;t1Jd to 
J it be then, if that art which in 

• A: unlikely places has raired m.tg-
~ens and groves, ha<l been em
h land, to which na.tute haSfueen 

"' ..... precious gifts ? 
their country was formerly totally 
hat by main labour they-drained 
'ng it a way chro' thefe urdU] 
true. I cannot enough admire at 

and induftry of their workmen, 
, c great artificial rivers, and of a 
it were, created the mcft: fertile 

believed, that men fa ignorant in 
hyficks. and the art of levcUing. 

g, work a.~ that to perfedion ; yet it 
fe canals were dug by mell. fat' 
rait, the diftributioll Iii equal and 
flood-gates made for the rivers to 
At, and others to let it out when 

) fo that it cannot be doubted but 
are only beholding to thLtr own 

great convenienc}'. 
fe canals in the foutbern provinces. 
is called the Great Canal. becaufe 

hole country from Canton, which 

H t ~" 
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11(5 fouthward to Pek.m, fituated 
~ortherly parts of the c!11pire. y~\ 
travel a (hort da:(s journey by land tv ' 
Moilin, that does on one fide bound f 
Ki:lIn fi, From this mountain ilTue t\ . 
runs fouthwilrds to the lea, and the oth 
as far as the rivet of N ank iOl, whence ". 
river, and ftveral canals, YOll may pro 
to the very mountains ofTartaQ', 

But, by Tcafon in thts huge extent 
above four hundred leagues in lens; • 
not level, or, hath not a dcfcent pro 
the emanation of the waters., it was I 

a. great number of fluices a workl ... T 
:to in the relations, notwirhfb.nding 
differellt rrom ours. T hey are water
~vere certain torrents, that are precipit 
canal into another. mot.:: or lefs ta~ 
t he diffe!'el!ce of their level: N 
barques to :ifcend, they make ufe of a 
of men, who are maintained for diat 
the fluice. A fter they have drawn cabl 
and left to by hold of the barque, in 
t hat it cannot cfcape from them, the; 
capfb.ns, by the help of which they r 
ahd little, by the main force of d 
fuch time as it be in the uppeJ: cana.I, 
~o continue its voyage whither it is 
f/\.IDe labol!t is tediOllSt roi tfome, at: 
gerous. They wou ld be WOli 4-
fhould they behold with whatea.fio [, 
who oyens and Ihuts the gatl!.'N>f our 
the longc:1l: and heavieR: iadell baiq 
tlfccnd and dcfccnd. . 

I have obferved in fame pb.ces of Chi 
~aiers of two canals or channels hay 
pication togethc:r, yet for all that; 
.£?ats to pafs from the one to the 
'. • ' f .. 

• 
, 

• 
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t.."""\''''' different above fifteen feet: 

• 

• 

go to work. At the end of 
a double Glacis, or Oaping 

'Which. uniting at the point. a
up to the furfRce of the 

is in the lower channel, they 
of feveral capA:al15 to the 

is, fo fur, till, being raifed to the 
'n hy its own weight along the 
e wa.ter of the upper channel, 

auriog a pretty while, like an 
; and they make it defcend af
proportionably. I cannot ima~ 

• being commonly very long 
pc being {plit in the middle, 
in the air upon this :teute an
that length, the lever mull: 

dfed: upon it ; yet do J not 
t happen thereupon. I have 
times that way, and all the 

hen they have no' mind to 
themfeJves f.t.ft to fume ca-

tofs'd from prow to poop. 
{uch fIuices in the grand canal, 
barques, that are :IS large as our 

raired by force of arm, nay, 
be {plit in the fall; all the 

furmounting thefe torrents, of 
yet this is what they per
not without fome trouble 

~~~~~~;;~(~'~~~j~ctas~;(:t~hey ~I t~em. are ne-~ of grain and fru~ 
t!l.e fouthem provinces to 

if we may give cr~it to the 
.. J''''~I~ barques, from eighty to ~ 

make a voyage ollce a yt2r~ 
'11"= for the emperor, without 

counting 
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.counting thafe of particuJar "t~t 
her is infinite. When thefe -i 
out, one would think they 
the kingdoms of the Eaft, and 
voyages alone was capable of 
p.ry wherewithal to (ubftft for 
for all that, Pekin alone hath the 
and it would be as good as nothit 
province contribute befides IP the 
the inhabitants of that va.fr city. 

The Chinc(e are not only eon 
channels for the convenience of 
they do aleo dig many others to 
water, wherewith they water t1£e 6. 
drought, mo~ efpecially in the nortJ 
During the whole fummer. you may 
try people bufied in railing this w 
4ance of {mall ditches. which they 
the 6.e1d. In other places they 
fgvatories of turf, whore bottom ~ 
the level of the ground about it, . 
in cafe of neceffity. Belides, '). t" 

where in Xenfi and Xanli, fo' ~ 
tU!l pits (rom twenty to an 
from which they draw water 
,:tJow, ' if by ·chance they mOl 

water. it is worth obthving 
h4-lband it i they fuftain it b 
eO: places; they ,tum it here 
dred different ways., tbat 
reap the benefit of it ~ they 
it by degrees, according as 
fion for it~ inI'omuch that 
managed, does fometime!i 
.f whole province. 

The rivers of China are '~~~~e.~ its: canals; there are two eff>eci. ~,., 
po~ h;lve l'li'~e fil!1'OU!. 
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y commonly tranlla.te the Son 

} Am afmid they are miftaken ~ 
hich the Chinefe write Yam, 

,~t which fignifics dIe Sea, aI
ronwlciation may have {orne &f • 
.:rat lignifications that this Jetter 
h f:hey: gave it in former times 

• rpo(e. Under the reign of the 
'gvjfiod • province of China, li

"" on the north , and it is fome. 
at they gave this fame name to 
the prince drain'd aU the water 

'- . Au 1 he whole country into it . • 
1 -. • • its rife in the province of Y un: 

.• provinces of Suchven, Huquam, 
and after it hath watered four 

ld wide for 400 leagues together, 
'. to the taO: Cea, overagainft the inc of 

. was made by the Cand and mud 
.• vcr bears along with it 0 the Cm.. 

I!-"ni..,. a proverb amongft them, that fays, 
Sea hath no bounds, and the Kmm no 

" bottom. t ., And, in truth, in forne places there 
~r;;< ... ~'be found; in others, they pretend there 

• is 0 or thiee hundred fathom water. I am 
nevcn:bdefs pe:rfuaded, that their pilots, that carry 
not above hfty or ftxty fathom cord at longc:ft, 
never had the curiofity to found fo deep as three 

fa~ and the impoffibility of finding 
bottom, wi their ordinary plummet, is (uf

in my 0 nio~, to jndine them to fuch like 
hyperbok' •• 

hzvc many times failed upon tllis river; I have 

~~i~~~ld~iligcn~ t1y obfervod;ts 00",(' and breadth to the mouth of another r.iver~ into 
enter to ~'!tfue. their way to Canton. 

of Nankim thirty leagues from the fea, II. 
little 
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little half league broad; the 
dangerous, and becomes more 
evtty day for its ihipwrecks. J n LS 

excttding rapid, it forms a ~ ,'JW' , 
aU of them very beneficial to th \ 
fon of that multitude of "b:.JIrufl ~ 
foot hiSh, that it produceth, fc 
the cities thereabouts;. for the) :.J ,. 
enough for buildings and ijl'j . • 
great revOlUC, and the emperor. ... tid 
duties from them. .' 

The rivers, which the torren 
do fometimes f wdJ cxtraordina . 
that many times they bear away' r:: 
or Jetren them by the half, at 
ones in fome . other place; and 
.mire tQlfee them change plae 
;,Wl as ;[ by dn,ing th.y·..ha<\ ' . 
from one place to another. T 
do not always. happen; but 
fuch confiderable change every 
darines, leA: they ihQuld be mi 
be meafured every three years. 
minifu the impofls or duties, J". ~:-; 
dition they are {oWld to be i 

The fecond river of China 
as much as to, fay, the YdlQ 
earth it [weeps away with it. ef 
-great rains, gives it that colou 
many orhers, whore waters, at 
yeu, a:e fa over charged wit 
and thick, that they ratller . 
mud thlln .real rivers. The HQ!l'" ...... ~ .. -
at the extremity of the moun 
province of Sochven in the w 
throws itfe1f into Tartary, w4 
time all along the great wall, 
Chizu, bet~vem the provinces 
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. ..,. ~- the province afHe'nan, and when 

.... . ...... one patt of the province of Nanlcim, 
600 league$ into the land. it dif.. 

L' ....... ·_~~;".;·i~ into the eaft fea, not far from 
. I have crofs'd it, and coofred it 
; it is eVery where very broad and 

deep nor navigable to fpeak of . 
. lath in former times aured great de
.ina, ansi they are llill forced, to this 
!ep up the waters in cerrain places by 
g banks, which not:withllanding does 
'! gties thereabouts from apprehcmfions 

So likewife have they bem careful 
ce o. Honan, the ground lying ve
Pouts, to furroulld the greatdl: part 
~bout a mile from the walls, with ~ 

.1 . with turf, to prevent being furpris·d 
and cafualties in cafe the bank be 

: ~ led about fifty-two years ago. 
J,>eror. endeavouring to force a rebel 

" .Jong time laid clofe liege to the city 
o draw off, (aured one part of the 
broken down, thereby to drown the 
But the relief, he afforded the city, 
futal than the fury of the bdiegers 

'.teen ; the whole province almoA: was 
#ater~ together with man y cities and 

villages, above three hundred thou

'" ~cd in the metropolis, amongft 
ome four miRionaries, who at that 

. umtta s flock of chriftians, 3.Ild thcrc
church .ana-their lives. 

ountry ever fince is become: a kind of a 
• not but that they have fome: defign to 

(s, but the undertaking is difficult and 

<1::::;~r~T~~he fovereign court, that takes care "l importuned the emperor )llote 
filth« Vorbidl thither, Rnd per.od-

. ven~ 



110 of Iht Climt, SDil, 
venture, th~t .prince · would 
at lafi:. hut he difcovered that 
ule of this pretence" to remov~ 
france from COurt. and that 
gage him in a difficult ent'''P1izl . 
to dearoy him; or out w~ 
have difintangled himfeJf with 111 

There is to be feen in China 
rivers 'lefs famous.. but yet mOIi 
commerce and trade. • 

Since they afford nothing UDCOI 

to abure your patience, fir, to defc 
lars. As to what concerns foun~ 
wi!h'd there were more of them,.jllo 
tain that their ufual waters are not 
haps, hath obliged the inhabitantsj 
fauthem provinces, to drink it at 
becaufe warm water is unpalatab 
they bethought themfelves of P!l~ 
a tree to it, to give it a gufto. Thor ( 
be the beft, and fo they /i-eouendy . :;>" 

Jt may be alfc, that God Almigl. • , 
dence hath fo univerfally provided 
his people, and, if I may be bold ) f 
delight and pleafure. would not d ...,.' 
that which is neceJfary to life; fo I 

ply the defect: of wells and faun . 
nature of the ground hath mad, 
fait and brackiJh, he hath been~ '. • 
that fpccies of a particular tr<e abl . ' 
leaves {ave not only to purge e wr 
noxious qualities" but alf~ · t" make ~1."U;,. 
and pleafant. • 

We ate afT'ured that there are to be Ii 
amongft fountains, fevera1 that flow 
t>;Ularly as the fea doth; whether 
have fome commun,icacion with ~"'''iIIo 
c:c:rnUn fubterraneous conl'eyanccs 
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• --War ~Jation of them; I have 

fs, aU the 61h in China, that we 
'(e taken notice of a great many 
know, not fo much as their 

\ 1 fay of it: befides that 1 /halt 
poffi bly you may have read ill 

! the 6lh they call the golden 
re found 1n div~ provinces, 
lty and ornament to the courts 
perfons. 
If of a finger's leugth, and of 
knefs 0 the male is of a maR: 

· he head to the middle of the 
• . the rell, together with the tail, 
. fuch a glittering and burnilh'd 

gildings cannot come near it. 
, its tail, nay and one part of 
alh'd over with filver; the tail 
ot even and flat as that o( other 
ike a no(egly, thick and long, 
t1ar gmce to this pretty animal, 
betide, perfett-Iy ~eU propor-

Id breed them, ought to have 
are extrnordinary tender, and 

injwies of the air. They put 
)n, fuch as are in gardens, very 
'he bottom of which they are 
ttthen pot tumed upftde down, 
fides, that they may retire into 
)t weather. and' by that means 
om- the fun. They likewife 

· ce qf tM; water fome parricuJar 
'llfS green. and l'fIain~ the 
r w to be changeq two or three 
ro. that £reJh water may be ~ 
')afon is emptied. whK:h mull 
f one be obliged to n:IDO~ the 

I 6lh 
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fi{h from one yare to another, gn 
taken not to touch them with the 
that art touched. die quickly after, 
you muA: for that purpore mlike uk 
pune. faftened at the upper end 
which they are inCenfibly engaged' ; 
once got into it of themfelves, one 
of hurting them, and be Cure to h< 
rile firR:, which empties but nowly, 
to tr.anfport them to the other ft' 

noife, as of a cannon, or of thund. 
{mell, too violent a motion., are aU 
them; yea. and fometimes occaf1on 
I have ouferved at rca every w.c 
the cannon, or: meJM pitch and' ta 
live almoft upon nothing; tho(e 
that are bred in the water, or tilt 
p:utides that are mix'd with it, fi 
to keep them aljve. They do, ' 
throw 10 little balls of paae now an 
is nothing better than a wafer, wbil 
a kind of pa~ of which they &ref 

which indeed is very fuitable to the. 
and' tendernefs. 11\ hot countries t1 
much, provided care be taken to f\ 

which fwim upon the water. wt 
commonly c:1t: They place the.
nre expofed to the {un, lind tf' 
them till the heat natcheth them ;
of a black colour, whiCh fome 
after, but it is changed by little 
-colours, into red, white, gol~ an 
to their different kind: tho-goJd.. 
the extremity of the tail, and I 

fomewhal! more or }e(s, accordinf 
~difpol1tion. 

All this, rtf, and other ft'IIII'"VeI 
makes us I<koQwledge the '"~ 

• 

I 
" 

• 
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C"I1¥ f/' China: 1t5 
~U' hath embdlifhe<l the 

1d NaYs, He is nof only con. 
1 ;avcns, and enn'ch the e':uth, 
.. byRes, into rhe very warers 

• me foodteps -.{Jf his' profound 
mention thofe prodigtous mon· 

ie made to afionith naturt, he 
thofe wonderful fi1h I but noW' 
tittle as they are, yet by their 
t he fubjed of our admiratk~n, 
"orne faint ideas of the greatllef9 

nted you, fi r, in :l. compendium,' 
I. it were the map of that coun

h: j to give you fome knowledge 
Ie oudide, and, if I may fo fay, 
It empire, whofe foul and (pint 
ts inhabitants. Peradventure, 

'C'" read what I have writ to you 
~ apt to inquire what people they 
y as' to rec:ei,'c the greattll, fairefi, 
rtton of the earth for thcir inheri. 
t in a word, that it wants nothinjl: 

Land of Promife, ·but to be cultJ .. 
propl.. and inhobit<d by _ 1(

If we had nothing, 19 the Hebrtws 
fea. and wilder-nefs to ~o through , 

'eats might fuffice to bring it 9ndcr 
: gO\l><I: but tha< vall .. toe.t of 
~ an~ unpraffialbl. Jand j9urnit<. 
C 'of putting a nop tq M<>r .. and the 
arcat nop to th •• o:<\ of the- mini
IW/l, and kiron the """,bet ot hi, 

could. .. the H<I>,..WlI did. ""'001 
;reover the Promifod La1l4. rcp«kp~ 
;hne(s. and "",II p(W0jI$ h .... dhb.t 
j to the !abo...... io u.. YiDqard>. ..,. 

I " ha'Vl: ,. 
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116 Of th, peculiar Cha,iIlf" . ' . have hopes that probably the profpe8; 
abundant crop m~ht in time prevail w' 
to come and reap It; at leaft, I hope t 
mony will not be inlignificant, and tl 
than ordinary 7.ea.i of the (mall camp' 
onarles; that fball {UCteed me, will rna 
the vall: number of thore which Iruth ,. 
might demand. 1 am, with all the r f ~ 
nable, • •• 

$ I R, 
Tour moft humble, ,. 

and mffl aJftllitm4 

• I 

LET T E R - V. 

2"0 Ihe Marquis de Torft, S((r(fary 
.FtJrtign Affairs. 

OJ/he pttuNa'!' CharoO" of Ibe C~ 
ilJ ,4nliquj/y, Nohilily, MannuJ, Q 

bad ~",/i';tI. 

MY L..rJ, , 

SEeing in the employment wJtere..., 
hath honoured you, and w~ } . 

difcharge with fo much wifdom, noth. " 
bute more io promote you to that 
r.medion, that all Europe expeds 
the exact: knowledge of the manners 
foreignets, I coUld imagine no lef's 
ordering me to write to you concern 
of China, you did particularly defirf 
was the 'hara/tcr of its inhabitants. . - . Jt 



• 
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Chinefe Nation,. U7. 

ft judge of the future by preceding 
)mlarions would perhaps ftand you 
Itherto France hath had nothing to 
pIe. and naturefeems to have placed 

diftancc: from us. on purpore tha 
fio. concern with them. But under 
wis the Great;. for whom nature her
ften . changed her Jaws, is any thiqg 
y, .\fill not Heaven. which feems to 
all nations to make him renowned, 

S pl'Qud and haughry as it is, to con-
I ng tQ his glory? 

lumal1 probability 1 under your mini
that we /hall behold the moA: Rourilb· 

y empire 9f the Weft, wtite itCeif with 
mt realm in all Europe. And perhaps, 

i 
een for ;hilj fatal war, the dire eouCe
i~h have exponded themfelves as far as 

I 

.. "1 ,of'the uluyerfe, you w~uld ctre th is 
dienc~ to t~e !!nVOr~ pf a prince. who 
71edged any other fovereign b;efides 

world1 II'his negotiation, fa glo
nod fa mllch conducmg to the ella

--eligion. wruch the iniquity of the time's 
interrupted, may be hereafter fetafoot 
is 0J1 purpofe to difpo(e and incline you 
that I pref4me to take the liberty, my 
you underfiand the charaaer of thofe 

·.J(nlployed therein. ' 
:(e are fo ancient in the world, that it 
lCnP as to their original, as with great 
fouree caI) fcarce be difcovered, It is 
that purpoft, to look oock farther than 

lane hiftories. for their chrotlOlogy fur
the common acsount of the creation of 

. true, the vulS" hUlory of that grand 
I not- only dubious, but manifeftly Dlf., 
. !~ [0( 



II 8 Of th, pteuliar Cbarilb 
for it computes forty thourand y~s 
dation of the empire; but the accoul 
leamed and judicious a.mong them~ 
cOltfirmed. (0 evidently pro~ ant 

I 
• 

to conlbnt a tradition, that one ca 
guellion among them, without paronS t 
and ~s th~y themfelves expre(s it, fO I r 

According to this hi1l:ory , whic~ • 
learned men ever quelboned, Ghi.n; 
kings for above four thoufand Yeal1l, 
tiUlIed to tlUs p~reflt time without ar 
T he fame family hath not been alwa 
the throne; there have been twenty-t\ 
JT)ilies. that have produced two bu~re 
emperors. Several ~rs Clrry rhi.s ! 
·fix huntlrcd years hIgher; their opml 
,probable grounds, but we may relie 1 
which rqakes very much for the gr.mt 
lily of China, tinct: five or fIx hnndle. 
or lefs, does not produce any bota;bll! 
its antiquity. 

Certainly. afta' a1J the inquiries am 
th:lt bave been made into this chronc.. 
lOl1jger left to our liberty to dOl),bt of j 
biftaries that are t.he Jl)od authentidt. 
mongO: us 1 and it ought fa m'ucb th 
'believed. forafmuch.as it waS inta'pable 
any alteration Trom foreigners; forafJl 
always current amongfl: the bowia\ 
co.untry t for tru~ fure. and untont~ 
;r is written in a natural. plain. tlnl1rec 
carries with it tlt'lt air of verity that ~ 
au<! befides, ConNou" tllleiotl! (or 
pacity Jincerity and uprightn'tfi:, nC\ 
It ~ nn.y I and dId even efta'b1l1h his .. 
thereupon, five hundred and fifty yeo 
birth of our Sav~our, bi::l:aufe his bo 

• conformable to the holy ~crif"'l"' U 
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• men; for they alT'ure us that 

. Jrtd -and fifty years; Chinnum, 
; Hoamti, an hundred and 

ldred and eighteen; and fo for • 
.:c.reafing. conformable to what 

In a word, the eclipfes, ob. 
muA: needs happen In effed', 

)t know, but by obfervation, 
:ulations. fince they never had 
!:his perfuades us that there is 
the prophane hill.ory of t lie 
reaConably doubt of that of 

• • mpire was involved in the com-

-~~i~~ {"S, whofe origin is very ineon-
_ I probable that the children~, or 

Noah difpers'd themfclves into 
:h penetrated as far as this 'part 
.ofi wefterly, which is called at 
L Xenft, They lived at the be· 

and the kings were fathers, tp 
nuance of years, abundance of 
)J.Jltry pafloral riches added {orne 

~ tlw: laid the foundation of the 
tom, difcretion, his good morals, 
on1. which hi{; great age had ac
them give ear to him, as to an 
d all private, as well as politick 
S. infomuch that the ftare was in 
.nditi,on in a {hart time; his fub: 
rovince of Honan at.6dl:, add 
p the lands and "",tories thst 
IS. th~ Couth Cea., 
th~ Chinefe, from their very. 

upo~ t~emCeJves as 'Comething 
D, fllle to chafe princes, who, as 
hom, difc-Dvc:r a c~ natural 

I 4 loftineCs . , ..... 
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loftinefs that ever difl:inguifhes th~ 
Whether it was that the neighbourin. 
barbarous, or inferior to them in I" 
I don't know; but at that very tirr 
a maxim of ll:ate amongA: themt 
(ommera with /M'eigntrI. IJnd ftrJ, 
tn f(ch as jhou/d be 1uctjJary to rt4 
N either did they court and reek a( 
fovereignty out of a fpirit of ambi 
might have the better opportur 
other people of the world laws 
perfefr government. 

So that when anyone amon 
failed to appear ,..at the time appoi • 
oblige himbyopen force to {ubmil 
had compaffion on him. 'f/bat 
they, if bt ftili rnnain barbarous: 
IlJ wifdam, be nuds 10 blame no bf 
to be /hall fait in bis duty tbro' 1 

This grave policy acquired 
a reputation, that throughou 
Tartary and Perna, look'd llJ>C' 
of the world; yea, and the J 
{uch an high conceit of them, 
brought the faith amongA: tI 
that time came fuon ot her 
of the great reafons, they objci 
man, was, that:l nation fo wi 
not yet embraced it. 

But this piece of polity that 
guifh themfe:lves from othm 
probably be a profitable max 
wards into pride. They look 
chofen t;.led: people. that H e: 
a:ntc:r of the univerfe to 11' 
pIe only capable to ' inflru 
na.tions. They fancied 

• }1itifu' monfters~ ·thrown 

• , 
.~ 

I 



off.fcourin~ of nature 1 

in the mIddle of the 
from God Almighty a 

i fhape. and a true li7.e. Their 
filled with fuch like figu,.., and 

Iy emblems apt to infpire that dif
of all mankind. 
the Europeans inftructed in all 

they were ftruck with af1:onilh
il ptffihlJ be, Caid they, that IS 

IOIt from Ul jhollid have a llY wit 
, ba'!Jt tlt'IJ" pmtftd our I",ois .. 
mudeJfd by OIIr laws, and Jet tb,., 
,d argue aright a"s we do . 

• hip. as auKs clocks, watches. 
umcnts, and ffth like cunafities., 
U more; for they imagined. that 
'Crt artifi cers were nQ where to 
~ in China. Then they began 
at we were not fa barbarous as 
and faid in a jolcing way 1 We 
people blint4 and Ibal nature hal 
nOM hUI the Cb;n(e. ; hUI we fiml 
nol uni'iltr[ally 'nu, if tbe EurD

fo dearly as we, they have at .,. 
tice of fome Frenchmen (0 moved. 
aniey, that they were not mafttrs 
ley would poffibly have done bet-

at this vanity, or at leaft have 
he Crunefe, tiU that time, had 
lians and Tartan, and they be-

t. 1 diftance, as we at lrefent be-
:uftrafis lncogni~ an fordb of 
f at 300 leagues clillance from 
.roqwan.mathematicians, or Jeam
"it could diCc:over to us a new phi-

• mun 11', comprehenfive, and more pc:r-
fta 
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fed: than· ours. we fhould be no. 
than the..chinefe, for preferring ourfelv ~ 
~le, and rot: having hitherto termed 
(lan'. 

Abating this pride. you mull confdi 
nefc: nation hath been endued with r. 
with a great deal of }:\Olitencfs in nw
fairs of the world, with great fenfe a ~ 
in their bufinefs, with much zeal fOI 

g~ true and juft ideas of gOVerDl'! to 
genius, mean indeed as to fpa:ulative " 
yet right and fure in morality. whic 
always prefervc:d vert conformable to 

The people p'rincipally applied theml 
ciucation of children in their families; tJ 
~culture above aU other things. thc) 
nous to excefs, loving and undet1landit 
and trading pcrfediy well. Judges and 
cities affeCted an outfide gravity, fobri 
tables, moderation in haufe-keeping, at' 

all their judgmel1ts, which gained love 
from all the people in gentraJ. The em

j 

his happincfs in nothing more than to 
for his fubjefu; and looked upon hilT' 
much a king of a mighty ftate, as " 
numerous family. 

This charaCter of China, my lord, 
given you, is not Battering, but faithfiL 
from its own hifrory, that fwn~-.llS 
finite number of examples of the con[1 
dam that hath been fo long thc.foul t 
jts government. 'Tis true indeed, the eN 
weak, or wicked k.i~s, and the power ol 
have from time to tune difturbed this 
dec : whether the fW:adamenru laws 0 

were o:.ceUent, or the people ",om d r 
endued with happy difpolibons, is n9t 
but it is moft certain, t4cfe fatal anc! t 

" • 

• 
). 
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• ~ tinue; jf fa be they were 
c to their own difpofal. 
U" former courfe; and we 
"the midft of that corrup

.;k troubles and commerce 
trOO~ced, (orne footl!eps of 
m:umng. 

lord, to enlarge any fur· 
I know very well that it is 

!lanour to write to you, and 
they are about tranllating 

ry which the Olinde them
and I am confident it wiU 

• novelty, bue by the extn~ 
alns. 
in this place to dnw you out 
prefent frate of China, in re-

and cuftoms of its people; 
in a few words, by telling 
here as we do in Europe. 
xl plc:afure go :1 great way 
.s. They CO:z.etl and cheat in 
~ns in fovereign coura; in-. 
lTlces 2Ild courtiers. In the 
,f quality tak.c fa many mea. 
and the out-works are (0 well 

.nnp be not carefUl to be 
affairs, to the bottom, he 

thing is perfet!Jy ""II "'1l"' 
hinde refembJe the Europaru, 
ey are wholly unlike. Their 
nguage, difpofttion, civilities. 
riour are not only different 
from all that we can find in 
the world. 

ny .. lard, you have talc01 no
hat are painted upon the par-
1bin«s that come from China • 

our 
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our piCtures in Europe do aJw 
thofc of China make them mairr 
They are not fa iU-favoured as~ t," 
(elves: the), do not indeed cllter 
of beauty which we do. They 
big. tall, and grofs ; they wou., 

• .. . 
'It< 

a broad forehead, eyes little t, 
norc, great ears, a mouth of a I ,;.. h 
beard, and black hair. Tht.t Cl ~ 
lively afpetl:. that A:atdy and n 
portment the French fa much 
at all pleafe them. H e is a h. "l; 

fills all elbow chair, that by h 
CU1 look big. As for their colt 
turally as fair as we, efpecially (0'9 

but being the men take no ca ... 
travel much, wear upon their h( 
a little bonnet, very impro.per 
face from the fun-beams, they ar 
tawny as the Portuguefe in the 
pie aJfc of the provinces of ~an 
.nan, by reafon of the excc.ffive he 
·half naked. are of a dun complexil 

As much as the men negleCt: tl 
partic)llar, fa much do the worne 
care imaginable to preferve themf$' 
fure if painting be u(ual with then 
been told that they rub their fac, 
ing with a fort of white meal, w~ 
than mends their complexion. Tl 
them . little eyes, and Ihort ndes.i 
they come nothing Ihort of the E 
but their moddl:y, fo natural to 
finitely fet off their handfomenefs ; 
of white (attin, fa(l:ened to a ve.. 
light, and covers their neck all ovt 
are a1,,:,ays hid in long fleeves; the 
and gingerly; with their eyes upo 

m 
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fe ; and a man would imagine, 
,. that they were a company of 

profeffion, fet apart and fe
world, only taken up in the 

.> that it is obfer-vahle, that cuf
)es more power to perplex and 
x, than the morl auftere and 
lnd it were a thing to be de. 
lity were able to obtain from 

what the prad:ic.e of the world 
, Jges infpired into the idola-

wmhdefs, does not hinder them 
. cident to their fex ; . the more 

the lefs they love (olitude; 
Iv~ gorgeou{J y, and {pend all 
aking themrelves fine, thinking 

in tht! day-time, altho', per
It by anyone, but "tfieit own 
hea.d-drefs. which urualJv con
:3 buckled up. interlaced with 
nd filver, mak~ but an odd 
3ut J neither can, nor win, my 
particular defcription of it, be
n do not expect it from me. 
Ittfuaded, if prople lhouJd fee 
l in France, they would go near 
quit that extravagant burden of 
they wear, and drefs themfelves 
lOd fimplicity of the Chinefe. r 
t, as men do, a long fattin or 

red, blue, or green, according 
fancy, t the elder G>rt habit them
purple; they wear, bc:(tdes that, 
he fieeves whereof are extremely 
IOn the ground, when they have 
ki them up. But that which 
n from aU the women in the 

",o,lel, 
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world., and does In a manner male a "' f 

of them, is, the littlenels of their 
lies tbe more elTential point of thtir 
one of the moll wonderful and n. 
the world: They affeCt this to t:' 
they would juftly be accufed of f 
J!Xtravagant and ancient cufiom (whi, I 
of the mode, evermore prevails 0' ~ 
convenience) oblige them to lollo", t 
comply with the cuftom of the (:1 

So foon as ever the girls are t fT 

take care to tic theiT feet extremdt . 
may not grow : Natu~ that: Ceen 
for this torment, does more ¢II" 
than one could imagine j nay, ani 
teive that their health is impaired 
fhoes of fattin. embroidered with @ 
{ilk, are extraordinary neat; and th 
little, yet 'they ftrive to fh.w them 
for walk they do (which one would 
believe) and would walk all day 101 
will. if they hid liberty to go abn: 
been perfuaded that it was an inve 
cient Chinefe, who, to bring womeJ 
lity of keeping within doors, bro~ 
fathion. L have more than once it
of the Chinelc thcmfelvt5, but th' 
of any fu<:h reafon. %tft IIrt iJk to 
them, (miling, flttr forl.flUbtrl Uta 
1$1 WI do, Jf) De/i~tt Jhal,';11 reirlflll. 
[tel, lhey ,,,,/d be depri"uJ of III< I 
~nd of longiNg 10 fie Jhe ~rJd. 
. If people would have given thea 
pie to have confulted the reJarMps ex- • 

. p<d and mien of the Chinefe ....... 
have bet:n [0 cafy a matter to in. 
cafinefs of the ladies of Paris. wi 
poor F reuthwoman the ~ year. 

~ 
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aufe lhe faid ihe was an out
of onc of the heft families itt 
furprifed all curious perfo"", 

oili told me, he would take 
:xlld examine the truth of the 

is no leCs acceptable to God~' 
.:l upon obje& that defcrve it 

. of ~ving the money were 
l)leftion, it would be (carte: 
• deted tbe fraud where a 

Aity : but in the cafc before 
lC was a heathen, that fhe 

• hncc to be converted; that 
dy, Ot at le:Ul pretended to 
cries ; in fine, fhe defircd to 
I j and they were jull upon 
c her. If (he be a Chinef«; 
1e have cauCe to admire di
"t hringj1:lg this foul from Co 
be adniittcd into the harom 
t if flu:: be a FrenchwQm2.t1;" 
I been! baptiz.'d from her in'" 
f the facra.ment that £he is go
:amd timt; is a facri.lege d~ 

pw>iJhment , of which fae';" 
Eit her become guil1Y them-

Job pocpoll"etred with '" ill 0-
oded ChindC. but, bcJides the 
... de Crotli, I thought it wcuId 
It the bufinefs to the bot:ttnu, 

that were auy w:tys conccrnol 
UPderflood that 1 would come 

.. very much d.iftu.rbo±. Ht' 
;:'Ihr, EL~s fue, btu nil 0/ Ihe 

.. .".;j,q", Ibt rtwbui611 If. Sitlltl 
N"Y~ tA:y bl JtlU<4 ado ro 

find -



'uS of fht pmiliar 
find her, "'hen I appeared; theY fi • ","111'",,11' 
up and down a. e:ood while, and, ~ 
..n'd her, and perluaded be< to mar-- , " '~,m),qx 

So foon as] Caw her, I had no 
tion; the features of he. fact't hf 
ber whole behaviour betraytd hel 
fpeaking French, that the dtd not 
the language; but, befides that J" 
the words, which fue endo.voW'Od t 
filfedJy, was: altogether natural, w} 
got by A:.rangers., fhe did alfo prenol 
deal of firmnefs., fever.U letters nOT 
Chinefe,. which it is impoffible for t 

After the firft difeourfos, I ~, 
province,. and what family of Chi 
by what ftrange adventure fue wa!, 

dilbnce from her country? I a 
fays /he, the metropolis of the tmL 

nnpe,.".,s pa/act, brought up al em 
10 prince Coronnl: A prince who 
vereignly every thing i more m: 
powerful than the emperor himJe1f 
are never intcrruptoi by the cares 0 

who, being little concerned at the 
dition of the em~ confines all h 
rendering himfelf happy, and to 
pleafaot life, 

I tmDarrJ,.u(d with"" MQther, fO. 

paft itt/, J,!/on, Ibn" 10 /Ttal qf I 
In tbe fHIlfogt, our "effil uuu alII 
piTlllt, Ibat ttmk it, 1I,ld bilW il q 
ll'Way prifolftr. R()we'Vtr, tbt IHtrI 
fo,b tare of ,u, as did jDmttbmg /u 
if tbe kls of tit] .. other bod .. t red! 
foiatt t""ditiqtt, fur }be dilll bt/tJre I 

rtprift1llllliDII of fo falal 1111 acn. 
ond dAy btlWJ IIPD" 1ItJ Jiiril. ~ 
"" " rtjllO .,." tbe """'1 kind offi 

. -
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-, landi/ion Will no/ fo Jeplorahlt al I 
. '!"iolts Holland" was al /mglh Q'/Jtr

.' ' - prroal'ttJ": J WaJ a ftum4 lime a 
ted DJ' Ibr 7tNJJ captain with fo much 
1(1i at Ihal very mMnml apprtbenfiv( 
~hl incrtajt. and Ibal Ibe tXUfi of 
1Jllres in ,bil world,is nt'Vtr fo great 
ejNll mort miftrablt. '11Hs wyllge 
4/, fIb.ft dangerous, arId occQfnpanied 
and biIUr1Jl[s. AI Imglh .tot came 
wh;ch I knew nol ~ they brQUghl me 
I, afllY tINy bad draggtd me through 
lluy barbaroufly forfoolr. me. and I 

''lit, ctmifortltft. and witbout any 
ddlt of Ibis great city, which J bear 

tim batb nol '1l1ilt Jorfoktn mt; tbe 
only word by fJ:bicb I could make 

brought 1M 011/ of tniftry. SIJmt 
-jnK of ,bi; word. Wife ",O'Utd with 
t ;1110 tbeir houje, and have rolf" 
';Ib fo milch cbarity, Ibal I do 110/ 

., complain if fillt Ibal balh (0"
'(lOti bands. 
,fome cau(c to be well pleaCed with 
ctter in efftCi, than lhe could rea~ - .. 
They treated her as a maid of fome 
ly, it was an hundrul pound to a 
ld given her the quality of princefs 
much bettcr known in France than 
s is yet unknown. They told me 
vers perfons were impatient to do 
nd that Monfieur N . one of our 
ttts, had already compafed three 
lucnt letters in her name; olle for 
ther for prince Coronne, and the 
let prince of her family. He harh, 
·hat he dcferved tWm the perfO/lS 

K that 
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that ingaged him in ir; yet I ~ I, 

China will ever thank him for i 
For my part, my lord, I do. 

recital of this adventure appca 
fabulous, and cames with it an ~ 
to undeceive thofe, whom an e 
not quite blinded. Prince Corom 
hath not the lean appearance ( 
birth of a maid in a palace, whl. 
eunuchs, is frill more hard t~ 
Hollanders ~ not at war with 
is not their beft way to fallout 
faulting their fhips. 

The Chinefe dames, that [cal 
their houles,do not cart: for qndeJ1 0 

Ilt rea: and the match they wet 
is no more likely than that a 
lhould embark at Breft, to fail 
efpoufe fome Mandarine of Siam. 

Betides, we know all the veffel ~ 
ken frvm the H ollanders, as we} 
aJ'rived in Fnplce from the Indies : 
tams of them. we ~now their prius,' 
their adventures, and yet we hear 
what our Chinefe relates. Now, 

'htnate as to be found in the ftreeu 
Il.b1e. fodorn, and unknown, {he 0 

to hW the fault upon our french 
lter iU fortune that took no care t! 
ijl this world. I 

But to cQnvince all thofe whC\ " 
intervi~w. I put divers queflions 
prillcipaj citi~ in China; I eXlUnint
the llu;mey. their writing, the eM
gyage of th~ country. She told l 
travelled from f'ekin to Nankim i.n 
qays. Ilotwithflarldillg it is a\>ove 
b"gues from one tQ another i that 

• 
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6<.Cl)ipefe Natioll, f!/c. J 3~ 
It i old is 1).9 where curreqt through ell 

" ,J f as pre~i{Hls flones are ill '" j!:urQpt ~ 
," :oip .was ~mp'4 as ours i" rouaq, 

'!l emperor's lU"ms, with divers Jigyre§ 
~ cu{tom of eafi:em nations, not\\, jtlJ.:. 
<ler hath no reguJ~ figure, they I;~fi: 

• 

. ey reduce it to w~ar form .they plql(~ 
, >rI;te,r. or ornament, they clip it ultP 

4 ocqajiop ferves; fllJ4 it is only by 
the emperor's marJe, that they know 

G>D)e Cpinefe c~r¢ets j fur {he ha4 
• ~ s;o!lld rea" . a perC on of her qu:1li.. 

f the 9)ntrp.ry; but the misfortultc 
k hcrfelt: and took the paper at thl:! 
dly rt'!lding the letters, turned upfid,e 
y had Lccn right: upon the whole, 
?ronounccd had no manner of reltL.4 

line fenCe of the writing. At lall: I 
) per, and , for fea r Je!!: {he might 
Ilty, I 3<:quainted her due I (pake 
Jnguage (0 current ~nJughout the 
lOy cQJ}fl:antly uCe at t he court. She 
t as to frame t ,O( I f'I1JpDre a wild ridir
,Dijt.(9 little wlW:rllood, that it-was 
lot .time enough to make itJLang 
? thtLt. not being able to underil:.and 
t, l lhouJd have been fore put to,if 
!he rn~t, if indeed {he did meaa 
• 
and examination. fhe rpight bluJl} 

genuQufly confefs the impollure 0 

up her convrrfarion ..without being 
ith fum ,an air of .coplidence, thaf: 
one judgt: that tNs .China roma.nC§ 
ory file had rruw:l.e. 
lord, that Y"" would be v <rj' glo4 
.ith this. bc!ides d};It ~ lOaf .c ' 

K • fOtG 
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'32 0) Ib/peclllinr Cho,. 
ford you (orne pleafure. it will all ,oj 
underftand that the mind, counter 
our of the Chinefc women have 
thofc of the Europeans; and that 
mull: needs be bra7.cn~fac"d. whcl 
rowed name of a Chincfe !he prett 
on perfons who have, as long as ~ 
both nations. 0> j 

After this little digrelTion you 
fhould take up my former diCea 
mens habits, as every where eIre 
different from the womens; they 
aU over, except behind. where I 
hair grow as is m:cdful f a make a 
do not uk a hat as we do, but · 
bonnet or a cap. which civility fa) 

This bonnet differs according 
feaCans of the year: that which 
mer is in form of a cone, that is 
wide below, but /horr and ftrail 
t erminates ill a mere point. It ~ 
a pretty Cattin, and the top coven T 

mat, very much efreemed in the ~ 
that, they add thereto a great flak 
falls round about, and reaches 
that, when they walk:. this filk 
on aU fides, and the continual IT 

gives it a particular pleafing grace. 
Sometimes in lieu of (uk thl 

Jong hair. of 3. vivid lliining red 
not deface, and is more efpec.ial . 
men when they ride. This hai 
province of Suchven. and grows 
certain cows; its naturnJ colour 
give it a tincture, that makes it de. 
filk . In winter they wear a pJ 
~h a fable fox~{km i the rd\: is I 

""""" "'black or purple, covered with a 

• 

.. 

r 
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.tmmer cap. There is nothing more 
• . thefe caps, which ::.re fold fome-
,f.f.or ten crO:;>lns; but they are fo 

bey always difcovcr the ears, which 
mvenient in the CUll, or upon a jour
:he M andarines are in their formali· 
r part of the bonnet hath ~ di~ond 
• fome other precious Il:one ill cur, yl.':t 

\ 
utton of very curious wrought gold: 
e a hbge tuft, or buttoll of Ruff, a-

~ or fome other nlatter. 
;. is long and convenient enough (or 
cumberfome for men on hornback: 
l veil: that reaches to the ground. 

idts of which are folded before. one 
, in fueh a manner that the uppermofl: 

1 the left fide, where they faften it all 
~ur or five gold or {ilver buttons. The 
a.re wide towards the Ihoulder, grow 
lIttCC to the wrift, like the fleeves of a 
but they do in a manner cover the 

md leave nothing to be feen but the 
!they keep the vell dofe with a 'broad 

ofe two ends hang down 'b the knee$.. 
fticlc an handkerchief to it ~ on both 
heath for a knife and fork. and tooth
, and other pretty implements. Ii 
neck.is all bare, which looks very ill ;. 

1 cov,er it with a collar of filttin faften~ 
" or with a tippet of fable or fox~lkin, 
r four fingers broad, which is faflencd 
butt"on, which is yeey decent, I\nd Ue

len wonderfully. 
,! veft they put on a kind of furtout 
ide aeeves like thofe of your oont'A:ers 
ftuJents wear them very JOIJg '; the 

and elpecially the Tartars, Ylill have 
• and there they ule reach no tirthlU' 
. . ~ 3 

• 



than their pocket-holes ; as fortheirl,Plde.r 
afe in fummer only a lingle pair of dtal I' 
taffaty. under a very broad and th~ ' 
fame auf[. bUt in winter the (birt is of' ' . 
under it they have brtcchcs of coarCe 
with cotton, or raw filk, which is warn 

All this is natural enough; but perha 
you will be furprifed to hear that the C, 
vlays booml ; and when anyone rende:(' 
lit, if they chance not to have fHeir bel l 
make them wait tiB they go fetch them 

\ Ve ftand in need of this examRJe 
'ouf ancient cuftom, but we carried on tI 
ther than they; for in our memory the 
not fatisfied with walking booted t..IOhg ~ 
but armed them with huge jingling f"", 
thing might be wanting to the omamcn 
t1eman on horfeback ; but we are recovel 
poillt, and feveral others; but the ( 
probability, that dote upon antiq~ 
cured of it in hafte; it is indeed, il 
thl!m, an e.xtraVa~nt piece of foppery, 
to rr . . to the city without their boots; I 
.t' IllW;LYS carried in a (edan. 

This mode would be frill the more p. 
-winter; (or their boots being of 6111: 
OOot-hore of a' pinked fluff. lined witl 
gooa inch thick, the leg is thereby we 
tgainA: the cold; but in (ummer, ,when 
!.(:xceffivc. no body living befides the 
Keep up an air of gntvity, would end 
(hat rate in Q. kind or a ftove~ from 
evening: and what is more fuange, ) 
that work· {carte ever ufe them. either 
the inconvenience, or to fave charges, 

The foi'fu of thefe boots is fomewh 
from ou~ for they have neither hee: ;:Jt- they ride an! long ~oumey t they 

_t 
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C neCe Nalion, &c. '35 
• thick, black, pinked cotton; 

1Ifually wear them of fattin. 
of plulh or vd vet upOn the 

n pubJick., and pcrfons bf q~a
: , inRead of fh~, {hod with 
m, or (orne very pretty ftlk, 
ey lEek clore to the foot of 
der that covers the heel, with
em before. 
!roduced the ufe of the muff 
a ; but, the fJecves of the veA: 
ey draw up their hands into 
to keep them warm. r Know 

.>Old, my lord. to add another 
r ancient among the Chinefe, 

ble to the F rench poHreners ; 
her Jearned men, let their nails 

romuch that in fome they nre 
leir fingers; it obtains :tmongft 
ft ornament, but a diA:inaion, 
known, t hat by their condition 

{toftt mechanitk arts, . ~ are 
rciences. In /hart, Ii ~ ey 
lvity in all their ways, 
they imag,iile with themfelves 
~ht: contnhute thereto, fa they 
)w if they have not much, it is 
jlI'ating: but nature in this point 
dly. there is not a man of them 
h.e Europeans, whom they look 
as the greateR: men in the world. 
'lly lord, it particular defcriptiou, 
meafttre a~quaint you with the 

of the Chinefe j I d# ItfJl lbiM. 
e one day, that thty mtght t~ 6, 

nee ; ;11 all li*eli~O()d J90ft .",tuks 
"Ift J(IU j {fir. /til mt, is Ibtre mly 
atb tftllptd tbt /.er'/i/e i!l1ltll · Qf 

\C . . ~ 



'360/. the p".liar eN 
Ibe FrlJ1cb; in four/un bundretJ. , 
long (lJ tbe mOllarrby bath (olllini \.a. 
abO'Vt ! oll,.tun hUNdred modes. ~ 
is nol JbIJI habit in the world. !hl 
10 you; (lnd alllba! we (all fay, 
iJ prtftnlcd 10 you difp!taft! you. { 
fajhion. 

'. 

'Tis true, the Chinefe are not I 
they have carried on things to .;. . 
for. rather than fOMake their allo t 

Ilewed a cruel war againft the T 
grcatefl: part of them chofe rathe 
than their hair: hut of all the 
mode. none is more phantaftical • .,L 

ridiculous {eever the Chinefc may 
they have parted with an hea.c 
might be convinced that a m:m,w 
off', is worre disfigured . H owe\ 
that the confiancy of this people 
when the Tartars attacked thell 
their habit for above two thoufanc 
be afcribed to nothing but the g< 
in the empire,the govcmment of . 
been uniform, where the Jaws ha, 
faved in the leaft punCtilio's. 

Biolt as I am perfuaded there 
pleafe all our French people; 
whiCh we are fa fond, do not app' 
the ChineCe as we imagine; but t 

wig does firangely run in their mir 
upon us as a fort of people, who fo 
would get an artificial one clapp'd 
ihouJd reach to the knees, This 
drefs, f'D'they, and that pl'odigic 
'hair, are proper upon the ftage for 
repre{ent the devil; but has on d 
wherl he' is thus difguifed? Thu, 

/ 

. '. 
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• 
~ upon this article Blone to ar· . . 

~ ife much ado to" be perfuaded, 
.:overed, with Po ftockin drawn 
:eches, look handfome, becaufe 
to an air of gravity that gives 

ons. They would fooner be ro-

.' . 

-\ 
lure of a magiftrate !haven, with

... lhould in his lawyers gown go 
I that gaiety of attin:: that makes 
a fine ihape. an C1Jy and fine 
ingagcd carriage; which will by 

.. - with them. This ridiculoufncflO 
lfrentimes offended at real prct
prejudice or cuA:om have diffi:r-
imagination; there is notwith
modes fome other intrinfick? real 

.d ft mplicity, which nature in lkr 
rnpt fro"! pallian. have infpired 
eceffity and cOllveniency of life. 
f quality obfervc exaCtly aU the 
Ittlcies fuitable to their flare. and 
.f!ed in publick. how gmt [oever 
private, and among their frjends. 

dam even to a fauft i they ever 
.. bonnet, (unout, vell:: and thirt, 
but a lingle pair of drawers of 

t tranfparent linnen ; which is the 
!Caufe they condemn all nakednefs 
u-e even offended that our engra
!n with their arms, thighs, and 
led; they [cern to be in the right, 
!d at the unchriftian licenfe of our 
et tbey are ridiculous to blame that 
innen or paper, which, they praCtiCe 
fa much liberty and undec ley in 
r perfons. ' 

. . . U ".Jgar, th~y tt¥.llgrefs in that ~ 

... 



' 3 Of· tb. peculiar C~af 
. 11 the bounds of modelty, efpedllll\ .. 
p~vinces, where .~atermen, and ~ 
dlctafts·men, are Impudent to the ~ . It 
and in truth the moll: barbarous II 
ftanding the climate feems to extuft I 

to me in this refped: lefs barbaroUs tt 
almoft all t he artificers and infetil 
a10ng the firet!ts with fi ngle drawer 1 
fiock.ins, or fhirt. which mak~~ r' 
and fwarthy. I n the northern pro' 
a little mdre referved ; and the c( 
their teeth, makes them mooell, 'ii 
bounds. 

After having dcfcribed to yoU tlt~ .. ~ 
perhaps you rna y be defttous, My' Ion: 
fpeak of their flu ffs. What I have 6b 
.in general is th is, their filk, wIthout , 
finca in the world; tlley make of it 
vinces. but the beft and faireft: is to ... 1x 
of Chekiam, becaufe the fbil is Wry F 
lx.'tTy trees, and becaufe tht aif is e 
d egree of heat and mdiA:li~ more ( 
t'lC worms that make it. .K~etj' Dot.. 
and the traffick of it is fa very gt:~t, 
vince alerl!! is able to fupply all C 
greateO: part of Europe. 

'¥ tt the fineR: and faireft {illts are , 
province of N inkim, the reridevouz 
the good wdrltinen. It is there that 
fumilhtth Hlmfelf wltl> thO filJd f»ctrt 
and with thofe he prefents the 1o:-ds l 

the ftlks of <l!!.ontUtn, n6tWithlwtdihi 
above all ath6ng' ft~gm; ah& the 
province ufe IiKo tndi'c fal6 blt:, and 
than thore of all the othe:t pMVihces 01 

AI\ho' all thtfe filks luive foli\e~eml 
yet t1le workm;mlhip hath fomethmg itt .". .;:tJrthct. I have th'" rcoo plulh, vt 

---
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• cra~, and feveral others, of 
• ch as know the name in France; 

,-/ 1 current amongft them is called 
rt of fatrin, fttonger, but not 
nerimes (mooth, and fotnetimes 
Wtts, birds, crees,. houfes. and 

• 
not raifed up6n the ground by 

lkf as our workmen are ufed to 
11 makes our work hot fo dura

(.thefe is twiftC)'l, and the .flowers 
Jy by the difference of coloo.., 
lett they tnix gold or filver with 
{emble bur brocado, or flower'd 

-.. :l and filver is wrought after a 
:0 them alone; for whereas in 
e gold as fine as poffibly i~ can 
tba::ad j the Chiflcle-, to fave the 

they did not bethink themfeJvcs 
(tliemfeJves to gild or lilver over 
it which they afterwards CUt into 
dn they wrap the filk~ •. 
deal of Clunrung therein. but this 
1llong, water, or even moiflllcr • 
l~ fplendor of it quickly; yet fOt 
(teces tdme out or the Workman's 
ry nne, and 0", would take them 
" Sometimes...they are cont61tetl 
e picctA thefe little {ctowls of gild. 
roBing them upon the thread, and 
litho' pretty and finely turned, do 
y far, and the ftlk ohllS flower'd 

• 

-

jilferent figures they reprefent, the 
>niinary; there be two fortS 6f 
,hle.h they make five claws, ~Ied 
d upon ~he fluffs deligned fo the 
his ilrmst which Tohi.# {oun of 

~------ . 



Ib, peektiar 
the empire, firfi: took for hil'll.felf 
!lbove four thoufand yeats ago. II .. 
dragons1lath but four claws, an~ 
T heemperor Vouvam, who reign t " 

eight ~undred thirty two yeatS age 
every body might bear the fame. . 
time. the ufe of it is grown commdr 

They make ufe of another kiOd 0 

mer, which the Chinefe caU Cha; it! 
nor hath fa good a glofs as otu- taA 
more fubftantiall altho" feveral .~~pl L 

' it {mooth and even, yet mo~-,,';t: 
with great flowers pK."Tced through: 
your Englifh lace j and many times 
are fa numerous, -that one 'can fca~ ---
of the fiik. The fummer garments ar 
convenient, and wonderful neat, fa 

.of quality ufe them; btfides the taffi 
a whole -piec~l enough to make a 
furtout, ~"il1 not amount to above ..;n: 

The third is a partjc~br fort oj 
ferves for drawers, {hirts, linings, 
T cheobu ; it is clofc. and withal 

I old, double it, and fqueC!ze it with 
long as· you pleafe, you can fcarce ( 
I t is fold by Wright, and is fo fervicea 
walh it as. they do linnen, without 10 
irs former luftre. t 

Bcfides the ordinary lilk of whi, ~ 
fpoke. which we la)ow irf"'" Europe, \ 
another fort, which you meet with in tl 
Q.i;!amtum. The worms from which 
are wild. tltey l;o to feck for them i 
and I am not fure. whether or no the) 
in houfes. This {ilk is of a grey co 

Y
any gJp{'s, (0 that thofe. who are not '" 

i 1 it, take the duffi; that are made 
r n, or for ode of the co;trfdl: <h 

, --------~ 
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!).efe Nation, &c~ ' 4 t 
• mitely value it, and it coils 

hey call them Kien Tcheou; 
Ig time; tho' Ib-ong and clofe, 

they wafu them:ui they do 
efe n1l'ure us, that (pots cannot 
they do not fo much as take 

mmon, md withal very chea~ 
~nces of Xenfi and Xanfi, and 
t feed abundance of Rocks, yet 

'''make cloth. That of Europe, 
' glilh fumifh them, is highly 
rea(on they fell it much dearer 

• ~ they buy but little of it. The 
tr. lemCe!"es ftudying gowns for the 

coane ruITer, for want of bener 
ggets, ferges and tammies, we 
ICttcr than theirs;. the Bonzes 
,work them, becaufe the Bonzes 
,hemfelves; and there is a great 
m every where in the empire. 
Illcn, that is very common, they 
Im('1" nettle Jinnen for long veils;.' 
ich is the moil: valued. and is to 
eire, is called Copou;. becaufe it 
that the people of the country 

he province of Fokien. 
:rceping fhrub, whore leaves are 
1 ~ivy- leaves;. they are round, 
lthill, whitifh, and cottony, or 
utlide;. they let them grow and 
.dds. There l>e G:>me of them as 
.er, which ispIiable. and cottony as 
len it begins to dry they make the 
in water, as they do flax and hemp; 
I olf the firll: ikin. which ~~ • 
: of the fecond. which is ~lUeh .~ 

~------. . 



'4" Of Iht'peculiar 
/in< and deli""e, '~y div;de'it I . 
very llender and very {mall filaJ1;le~ 
!ng or {pinning it, and make thaI I. .. 
l fpake; it is triln{p;!.rent, pretty 
and light, that one wollid think! f 
h~ back. , 

All perfons of quality make lOr} l 

ring the exceffive heat, with a fur " 
the. {pring and autumn they plit on I 
Touanze in winter, that is to fay 
flowered: lilk . Grave perfons deli 
Qthers wear it flowered ; but no 
Mandarines in the alT'emblie.s, 9T II 

• 

vifits, ufes /ilk flower'll with gol~ _ 
gar, that ufually habit themfeJv( 
dyed blue, or black, quilt it witr. 
;with Ihecplkin during the cold ~ 
perfons line their vefts :wd furto 
Ikins of fable or ermine. fox o~ 
a1fo for the fame purpofe pluJh 1! 

Bccaufe ermine is very rare in 
tent themCeJves only to border t 
tremity of their fleeves with it; tl 
feen, did not appear to me to be 

Sable is pretty well kllowp in 
lefs ,common there t;han in Ch 
confiderable Mandarincs )Veal" it 
~ foot long. and between 4 an 
(fOl' the t animal is gut (mall) 
J O s:rowns; but \Yhen o.ne chOc 
lincO: for a compleat hahit., the 
Nell will con ~twecn 5 and 
p"e may have a pretty twn4 
piftoles. 

Fox. lkins JU'C: likewife mud 

r 

),

0 d be fn1.gnilicent Ylke go,t 
of ;b~ anir<l,al, lYo,," W; .bJ!ii 

'lil) ,.g ;1 Ja ChI:!. t 7iI --_ ....... 
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N.1i9n, &r. ' 43 
• tnumber of {mall pieces patch

lpofe an entire lilling. which 
out comes to a matter of 5 

veral other forts of furs that 
"plies them withal, which the 
(e of to fit lIpon the ground~ 
~e when they wait, and cx
eir -audience. They put fome 

the quilt, not only to heat 
a take awa'( its drunpnefs. Be. 

· ltT • fur a a particular {peties, 
and(ome and fine, the hair of 

". ---. d very thick fet ; it is of a pret
• !jx~ with black. ftriped with 

lifts, as thofe of tigers; they 
gowns of them to wear in the 

qr 01} rhe outfide, fa that when 
; thjck <ltld {hort (which is very 
wu) befides two ~rs underneath 
i;rtout; when, I fay, they have 
one of there furred gowns with 

~iffer but a little from bears, or 
of whom they borrowed the skin ; 
~tion they think themfelves to be 
:i 19 mp,ke a gr,.tceful figure. 
rings, the woft common are lamb
re white • .9-owny, and very w~rm. 
!, apd, ilt firft, of a Ihong {mell, 
! thofe grcafy glov~ that fm,ll of 
they pri-ng qot liP the mode in 
who ~eJight in fl~er nne ihapes, 

it to it, yet otqerwirl there is nothing 
nQl' morc convenient for win~er. 
101., if grt::\t glut jon be not ufcd, all 
Illy fpoile4, efpe<:jally in hQtan4 oift 
'InS breeq ill ~ern, and the hair lis 



IH of llot peculiar Chara 
of: to prevent them, the Chin~e" • 
the fummer approaches, expofe l. 
for for fome days. when it is fai -.. , 
ther ; then they beat them with 
tnem often, to get out the aufi ; 
have indore(} them in huge ear 
which they throw corns of peppe 
fet drugs., they flop it up very c10f 
them lie till the beginning' of. wi c 

Befides their ufual garments, th 
forts that deferve to be known: 1 
to defend them from the rain ; f 
who delight in travelling, (pare for 
commodiouOy ; the.y are made of .... l · .. 

crufted over with a condenfed oil. 
of wax, which, being once well. d 
fl::uff green. tranfparcnt. and extra( 
They make bonnets of it; Yens, a 
refill. . the rain for fome time> but 
at laft, unltfs the garment be a 
carefully prepared. The boots are' 
ti ttle that the Ilockins are fpoiled at 
one be a horfeb.<lck, like the Ta.rtars 
doubled up", and their fl:irrups extrc 

The mourning habit hath alfc Ii 
it. The bonnet, veils, furtout, ftc · .. 
are made of white linen, and from 
moR: inferior handicrafts-men, non 
Of another colour. In dore moun 
feems phantallick, and very difficul 
td ; it is of a ttd and very cleu4c.. 
much unlike the canvas we ufe for p 
The veil is kept"dore with a girdle 
Chinefe, in this poflure, do at thl 
a eare·lefs behaviour, and grief ar 

~
i all over the outward man; I 

thi . but ceremony and aA-ttbtion 
- put on their own face agWn • 

" 
• 
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a. breath ; for [ have (een fome 

'y after they had fhed a.bundance 
.. (omb of their fathers. 

;>rd, you may have the curiolity 
vhat manner the miffionaries, who 
converfio~ of the infidels, are ha· 
that Cuffer no foreign mod~ to 

rmiqed the 6rl\: jefuits to take_ thF 
nzes at the beginning: but tpis • ana modeft enough, was fa cned 
:noce and irregular life of tha(e 
lat that alone wu fufficieu~ to de- • 
company and correlpOndence of 

«""lII,g was fo diametrically oppofite 
hat, after a long deliberation, they 
. advifable to n.ke the ftudent"s 

, 5ether with t he quality of ·Eu· 
id capacitate -'Us to {peak. t~ thp. 

. t!' authority. and to be heard by 
with fome refpe& .• From that ve
free acce[s every where, and God 
t&.fe a bleffing to the labours of 
~, that the gofpcl in a fllort time 
with cot)fiderablc filccefs. '\ 
e revolution of the empire, thefe 
as the C'hinefe. were forCed! to 
Ie Tamuian fafhion, as I tqJde 
v.i{jt the Manda(ina;; ~up<?n acco t 
rue' forced to wear a veA:. and (ur~ 
fjlk; hUb at home, we;. were doth
wrtod wUlen. ~ . ( 

• Ird) grcfervillg as :nuch as lies in 
Iverty (uitablc to our~ condicion, W«j 
t.r Illllhillgs 10 ali mnI, aftcr the 

Iblt{ c if.!. may lbe 'fIore tlJjj"~" 
I C"rifl. Gein~ perCuadcd, 'hat. 
he: larment, dlct, manner of li 

L 



I +6 Of tbt O"oll1Jmy an4 ~,..." 
and exterior cuA:oms ought all to- t 
great defign he propof~ to himfdJ' • 
whole earth. A man mull: be a B t 
barians,- polite. with men of p~ 
to e1tce(s amohg the Indian penin 
dfefs'd in China, and half naked I 
of Madure, to the end that tf 
uniform, always unalterable in itfe 
ea,ftly infinuate itfelf into tne Clin~ '0 

an }ioly compliance and conformity 
gulat!ed by chriA:ian prudence, h 
pof1tfstd" in favour to us . I 'alT 
profound refpe8:, 

My Lord. ~ 
rour mojl b - - # • 

and mtll t 

4'i~)e--t(""-~~~--M~ 

LETTER \ 

To Ib, DUI<b,[r of Boo . , 
Of the OU07IOIIIJ a"d Mag"ifi(ttfc. 
• 
Madam, 

r-y"'1 HE- eaMleA: ddire J have 0 

;1 grace; l to- be fully informed 
flate of the1Tiillions in China.' hath 
fatisfadion lo~ me : Dut I ronfers, 1 
priCed, that) when this new world 
many- curjonti~ you fhouJd chic 
count of the-Chinel'e ga.llMtry and 
knOw very well that this is the 
ruwourfe ,a~o~g the ladies, and I 

~
::expeaed! no. more from aq) 

• d ,"~':o '. _. -. . 

• 



• • 

, 

• 

. k Chinere, '+1 
~am, when I had the honour to 
'eplrOO. materials of a quite diKe
je account you would difcourfe 
{ the ingenuity, fciences, and _po_ 
lple: and whereas travellcnI do 
;1t'C'fer what they have feen a
to that which is found in their 

d myfelf. that I could fincere
you, that the Freoch ladies (I 

like you have raifed themfclvcs 
" t cartS, that do in a manner 

fair (ex) have more wit, tapa
DiCed genius, even in the folid 
11C<=5, than aJl the great dcdorS 
-. 39 for politenefs, I can {carce 
at you can doubt of it, finee 
ccomplifhed with half the po
iA:refs of, to. deface and eclipfe 
arts ~ of the Eafi:. 
'y Crulllce, or by your own choice,. 
hlto confine yourfeJf to auother 
IU del'ire a. metbodk:a l accou-nt of 
'he honour to relate' to you of 
~n, ' madam. not only with that 
owe to youi quality and merit, 
fentUhent9 of g~teful acknow~ 

many honours and favours, l ht'Vl: 
~race, can in(~re me with:":'fI 
-e-~fhort of us in the magniR
s. Oefid~s that. tM I archittdutt 
. the apartmtn~ fpacio~. they 
om t hem, andl"l that chiefly for 
til is..- Beeaufe all the-~ccS of 
int tb the .em~,{he Jodgl!s 

(Qhic" 'placeY(JI tarin6t faYt'h 
I! ,nem: Thc'~I., to bc>fi , 
• ~<e ib liey U n, and' 
ea..e t6 tu~ hcMMV6j) b, fuf... '~ 
L 2. • nilhing 
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148 OJ tht O,e_, -lid 
nifuing palaces, that they are 
of fortaking. becaufe their places 
but commiffions, which are rna 
upon the leall: fault . 

The fecond rear 011 is fetch'd 
the country, which does not all 
in the inner part of the houfe. 
trance in a D ivan they have COl 

monies. It is a banqueting.h 
hath no other omament bel1de!. 
(:olumns of wood painted or va 
ufe only to uphold the beams an 
appears under the tiles, nobody t 
with a ciding. So that it is no WI 

all the fuperfluous ornaments c 
feeing foreigners and {hangers 
in them, they have neither loo~ 
.11ar:~ngs, nor wrol\ght chairs : 
faOl1on, faving only in (0nte j 

prince of the blood's apartments 
al1)ongft them are one of the I 

. never come in fight.; and it wall. 
,incivility to carry a {hanger int 
yen when yqu pretend to fhew 
, ..... Infomuch that att thar magnil 
.coo to cabinets, tables, varniIh'd 
tun;s. di.vers pieces of white futtir 
is writ in a large charaCter fome fc 
wlJ.ich is hurtg here and -there 
gether with fO"me velTeis of 'pan 
they .~c;afioh !o..ufe even then 
there i! nG chimney toJ>e fem i 

Neverthele~ thefe ornament 
Sed.. 'are vF3' fi.nc and boP.utif 

~
' 0 comm9J1 ill China. is,difpen 

,"OQ.JQWlf theyo- fllix Bowen 
' t~ it<, tb~y paint men, mounw 

, "Joinls; """lio!o. and fevcraj fit .. ' 
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! ""orle, and rendus it extrtmdy 
• ·~htful, fa that in this point the 

.. neat !how with a ~Ii ttle charge. 
.• fhtnefs and Jufi:re which is the pro

It hath moreover a certain quality of 
xxi upon which it is applied, cfpe. 
not mix nny other matter with it. 

• c:afily breed in it, nay, and mol· 
penetrates it, not fa much as allY 

• [o't; if during meals there be an'y 
(pilt, if it be prtfently wiped with 
~ not only finds no rem;unders or 
Joes not (0 much :tS p"..rceive th,e-

V .... " 'aken when they fancied that var
ficion, and a peculiar {ceret ; it is a 
rom a tree, much what after the 
rolio doth. In the tuns wherein 

t refembJes melted pitch or tar, ex:
t it hath no fmcJ1 when it is ufed. 
n nUx'd with it, to temper it more 
J to the quality of the work . 
ordinary chairs. it is fufficient to 

ret: layers of varnifh, which makes 
that one may difcern every vein of 

t. Now, if you would hide all t he 
you are at work, you mull do it 

.gain, till at length it be nothing 
fine at firll. that it may ferve for 

n the work is dry, they paint upon 
~ gold, filver, or any ocher colour. 
t igain, if they pJeafe, with a fligh t 
I, to give chern a.o. luftre, and tht 
vc them. 
ho would perform a fini/hing {hoke, 

DOd. kind of paaeboord, co~~ 
read. Jime, and fome;. other fub ce 
th which the vamilh illcorpo , . 

L 3 Th'l 
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and 
T~ com~fe a ~round of i~ 
fotid, u?"n wnich 15 applied the varn • 
litde, in little ftratums, which me. 
another. Every workman hath a r tr 
p"..rfed- his work, as in all other oc 
in my opinion, befides the de.xtoit 
hand, and the due tempe:ring the 
may be neither too thick nor too 
what contributes the moll: to the' 
in this operation. Thc:re are ~ery , 
cabinets at Tumkim ; but what an: 
from J apan, are herein no way inferi 
work. 

• 

As for porcelain , it is fuch an ord.3- ., 
that it is the ornament of every hG"U ~ 
the fide-boards, nay, the kitchen is 
it, fo r they eat and drink out of it, it i 
velTel : there are likewifc made hugt'" 
it. The very architeCts cover roofs, 
of it fometimet; to meruftate marble I:: 

Amongfi. thofe that are moll. in rec 
of three different colours ; (orne are } 
the earth be very fine, they appear m 
the others ; and the rca(on is, beea 
<foes not admit of fa fine polilhing ; 
emr:ror's palace. Yellow is his own 
which is not allowed to any perfon t( 

one may (arely f.'lY, that, as (or the bl 
£e1ain, the emperor is the worlt Cervt 

The fecond fort is of a grey colour. " 
of fmall irregular lines in it, that eroj 
as if . the velfel was all over firipai, or , 
inlaid or Mofaicr. work . ] cannot ima 
form thefe figures; for] have much ; 
that they are able to draw them with 
ha~t w~en the porcelain is baked, anc 
ex~fed to the cold air. or they inn 
w:1..~ t1J.tt opens it in that manner, 



~th< Chinefe. '5' 
.. • to cryftaJs during winter ~ after 

tum of vamilb to it, which covers 
d, by Ole:mS of a gentle fire into 
foUll. it is made as even and 1'0-
owever it is, thefe fort of vafes 
.r beauty. and Cure I am, the 
trould much v:uue them. 
third fort of porcelain is white, 

: flowers, trees, and birds, which 
'lch as (;omt" hither into Europe: 
ft of all, and every body u(es 

r> glalfes and cry A.ah.. as all work 
ful. fa amongA: porcelains (ome 
iiffercnt, and not worth much 
11 ware. 
skill do not always agree in the 
upon them; and ] perceive, that 
, in Europe, fancy bears a mllin 
; yet it is granted by all hands. 

rent things concur to make thqn 
h the linener, of the matter 1 the 

"'!tlefS. the painting. the defigning 
'he: fa l'hion of the work. 
{covered by its tranfparency, j n 
Je had to its thicknefs, the brims 
cr, and it is in that place where 
nfidered : When the veffcl is big. 
r to determine any thing thcreup
a mind to bruk off fome pieces 
the colour of the inner part a~ 
hit, tJie Grain, affords a I'hrewJ 
is likewifc~ when the two pieces 
;ther .ag£in (0 PcrfealYt that no 
~rein, for that is & Cure tokCtl of 
confequently of the , Gncllefs of 

not to be confoundOd wi~ the 
nifh -whicb is Wd ova the ~{ 
L 4 ce~ 



'52 OJ Ib, O,conomy and 
alain, which (hews like a mirra' J 
ing it near to fome other objo 
(een in it ; and this refleCtion 
making one pars a wrong judgr 
whitencfs; it muA: be carried 
if you would underltand its beau~ 
Aleho' this vamifh be petred:. 
the matter, and tho' it is mi 
tamilhes at long run. and lord 
dor it had at the beginning. frc 
to pars, that the whitenefs appt 
pretty in old porcelairu; ; not I 
all that are as good. a~ will 
the ' fame col OUt. 

The fmoothnefs and finenm 
two things., in the brightnefs 
evenne(s of the matter. The v 
thick. otherwife there will be 
which will not be incorporated 
porcelain; bt:fides, its luA:re wi 
fprightly. The matter is perfe( 
when it has not the lean. bump. 
be ahren-cd in it neither grail 
prdftOn : There are few veffels bl 
thefe-defeds; there mull not ani' 
nor flaws, but notice mull be tf 
be (orne places brighter than at! 
when the pencil is unequally po 
times allo happens when the vi 
every part be not equally dry ; 
fture cau(eth a fenfiMe difft:renc( 

The painting is not ~me of the 
porcelain ; for that purpoft one T. 

colours, but common! y they; ufe I 
blue. I never Caw any vdfd w 
endllgh; itis not becaufe theCh
lo~y red, but pc'rhaps, becaufe 

, fubtil part. of this colour "'" im!: 
f , . . 

~ 



tter o~ which it is laid: for the 
_ , ' ontnbute much to the heightening or 

.(ire of the colours. As for blu~ they 
... xceUent;. however. it is very difficult 

t exa~ temperature\. where it is ncith~ 
... ). intenfe. nor too bright. But that 

n moft diligently feek after ~ to pa
tnities of the figures, fa that the co
<tend beyond the pencil. to the end 
lefS of the porcelain may not be fulJ ied 
blui!'h water, which flows, if fpecial 
:n from the colour itfelf, when it is 

.. ed~ or wht:n the matter on which it is 
nr attained a good degrtt of drynefs ; 

'l"I 1'ame manner as happens to paper that 

d • 

is moift, or when you write with 

if the Chinefe defigns in their paint
Ie better. Their flowers are pretty 

human figures are monftrous, which 
among fhangers, who imagin~ that 
fred: as monftrous in their ihape, as 
the piCtures i yet thefe are their ufual 
rhe more regular defigns and fkjJful 
j be lef§ pleating to them than thefe 

'nends, they are very ingenious and 
g their vafes well. of what fiz.c foever 
figure of them is bo ld, well propor

Iy round;. nay, and I do not believe 
Ie£\; workmen are able to falbion the 
,tter ;. they, as well as we, put a greAt 
cient vafest but for II reafen quite dif
, ,.. j we value them becaufe tbey are 
If' tbeit antiquity; not hut that the 

txpertJ and the matter as good now 
there are very fine ones made I.t this 

lYe {een at fome Mandarincs htu~ 
wh 

• 




