
whole fervices that were fuperfint 
-pean merchanls do no longer tri 

workmen, and, ha.ving flO &:ilJ in 
they accept whatfocver the Chin~ r 
for they vend them in the Indies. 
tak~ care to furnifh them with exa 
or to befpeak particular pieces of 
If Mr. Conltance had lived, we fl: I 

known in F ranee that China had 
of making porcelain: but this is n 
we have fuftained by his death; w 
by it, through all the £aft, will ( 
to take notice of the alterations' .:d 
arts and trading. 

There is yet another reafon tha 
porcelain fa rare; the emperor ha 
province, where the manufaCture 
cular Mandarine, whore care it is 
the faireft vafes for the COllrt ; h 
very rea.fonable rate, fa that the w. 
iii paid, do not their befit and are 
any pains for that which will nor 
fuoukl a private man employ tI 
not (pare for coA. and charges, , 
this day as curious pieces of work 
of the ancient Chinere. 

The China ware that is brought 
does not deferve the name of it i 
::Lnd is not (0 good as our Fayano 
molllpok'd upon is th:lt which ~ 
vince of Quamli. the clay is fou'l' 
the water in another, becaufe it is (' 
perhaps alfc, th~ water they malo 
other, br:caufe it is impregnated , 
faits, propu to purify and refine t. 
mo~ ftri8.:ly uniting the parts, as 
whih is gocxl for nothing. if i 
fon\e u:m.in waters, whereas 0 

paa, {\rong, and adhering. 



.• 

• 
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'f lb. Chi"efe. 'SS 
.miftake to think tha.t there is re­
t hWldred years to the preparing 
porcelain, and that its compofition 
; if that were fo. it would be 

l.nor fo cheap. It is a day ftilfer 
5; or rather ~ kind of a foft white 
:i ip the quarries of that province. 
t'd the pieces of it, and feparated 
earth that may chance to be mix'd 
y· it (mall till it be reduc'd to a 
low fine {oever it may appear, yet 
.ndillg it for a long time ; altho' 
differalce is to be perctived.~ yet 

.. that it is indeed made much 
the illfenfible parts are lefs mix'd. 

k thereby comes to be whiter and 
Of this Cubeil powder they make 

ley knead, and beat a long while 
may become fofter, and that the 

I more perfed:ly incorporated (here­
e earth is well moulded, they en­
Iring of it. It is not likely that 
as they do in fome other forts of 

Jre probabJe that they faihion them 
like \13 . So Coon as their work. 

, expore it to the fun, monling and 
ke it away again when the fun 
for fear of warping it. So the 

;rteS. and they apply the painting 
.hen they jadge the ground ,proper 
t becaUIC neithcr t he vafes nor the 
lOe.nt luftre, they make a "try fine 
he matter of th~ fame porcdain. 
pj'fs fevenl {hokes upon thc work. 

I a particular whitenefs and luA:re j 

~ the vamUh of the porcdaih. They 
"'" kingdom of Siam, that they 
_ tommoo vamdh~ with the corn~ 

, por.~ 



J; 6 Of the Ommo",! nnd 
pofition made of the white of 
bones of fifh ; but this is but 
workmen of Fokien. who we 
~mli. don't do otherwife. 
parations. they put the vafes it f 
they kindle a gentle and canibl 
bakes them without breaking; I 

exterior air fhould do them d 
draw them out rill a long wh 
have acquired tht::ir due confillol 
gradual ly cooled. 

This is all, madam, I have tc l 
of porcelain. that they have fo ... ~ 
Europe. P rovidence, and the f. 
that obliged me to run over 
China. did not carry me into the 
where the earth is found whereo 
that I do not fufficiently know 
particular, fo far as to be able to. 
and particulnr qualities thereof; 
much different from fome foft ft 
in (evernl provinces of F I1Ince. 
ingenious would ple:& to mak( 
and operate diligentl)" by rna, 
forts of waters, after the above- Itwilled ITW\I'2ir. 

it might not ~ impoflible to fU CCl _ 

BeC,des thefe vami{h'd cabin! 
porcelain, the Chine(e adorn lir 
ments with pid:ures: they do n 
becau(e they are not curious in pc 
ftanding they diligently apply then 
they take delight in it; and ther 
pany of painters-among them: { 
mg, ~refenting. upon the cham\' 
of archltcaure without fymmetry, 
continued all along around at the 
the wall, and above the capital of 
ontains only Jingle colu~ p 

I 
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!: ~ rJf other ornament of architeCture. 
~ .!11 the chamber, or slew paper 

Lng'the piChlres of thetr anceftors 
.. h fome maps and pieces of white 

~ painted flowers, fowls, mountains 
, (orne others they write in capital 
tf morality, that explain ther nux-

• cled: government. Some chairs. 
fame cabinets, flower-pots, and 

• . well ordered. and placed in due 
a pretty handfome apartment. 

'l.not enter the bed-chamber, yet 
6nc; in Cummer they have taffaty 
w ith Rowers, tr~, and birds, in 

• roidery. The fort of work that 
province of N ankim is in reque{t. 
ft: noble and fine of all the Chinel"e 
: nave curtains of the fin eR: gaze, 
ity againtl the weather, but-c1ot:i 

, them againA: flies and gnats., that 
.he night. In willtet they mue 
I flitch¢. with dragons and other 
as thCir '"fancy guides them: the 

I manner the fame. They do not 
but· .their' cotton quilts are very 
tead o'rdinarily is of joiners work, 
urtS. r have (cen (orne very fine 

.vc: raid. you may judge, madam, 
have .. 1hut themfelvcs ~ withif). 

:cellity and profit, without being 
:xd "magnificence i tJ,cir houfes are 
IUt not fine : they feero nill more 
• gar4"'" they have in thaI 

5 much ~ilferent 'from oun l (or 
l"cO"for t~e fep)lkhre of 'their alt 
:r l~ve untilled;' t~. noli t1Uiik: 
• thetr wits to PUt, thf ~ fC'1 

.,6 



158" Of tk' O",n'1II, and M4l • n 
no ather u(c than to make alleyt anQ A 

tinte flow~ and plant groves of u Jd'. 
_Th.!C~~ofthUl>11lmon=kbco • 
fhould be {owed. and th~ awn p 
that more nearly. concerns them t 
good; doth "'" permit 
profit. 

"Tis e; the Ib!"'s" ~I_ 
ferve <he;. rcf>king 
and tho' m ... y 

I rope, yet ther a.I';.a.. -H~ 
mud1. ado to know . 
trees in G)me places 
JIlaIt in- their pdens. 
them. Inllead or hi~ they 
long Iad~ with Ao ..... or • 
I",... ail: rmal~ like thoI"e 
imgular, the bnnchea c?,lObil; 
If alleys were made of them, m 
('which might eafily be done) fome • 
would be the moll; pltafant thing in t 
feeing the OUnefe walk not much 
agree with them. 

Amongft oth' r tr.eS tlii;y r"igh 
23J'dens, there is one he.y c'ill th8 ( 
kmbling the (yeomaN 1 the leaM a 
between eight or run6 inches, Mel 
foot long, it is ex~ely' tufted, 
clufters of AoW<rSJ fo thick fet, that 
pierce it with hiS rays: the frult,.- '" 
dimity (maU,natwithftJilfng ike "bet 
is roducod aft« \h~ ma..-, '1' .... 
~eend..<>f cJnIy. there {pri"l!", ... 1'" 
o~the branches, little buc'ches of 
bO"1.theother; theyarew~~ fofttr 
and :Lt'e,in' li~gf flowc!'S; uplin the I 
of thefc"'feavel .grow three or four f 
\~en:~i rug is green pea.rc. 'that 

( 
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leaf ant to the taRe, like to that of 
'; is not yer ripe. This tree being 
! manner of bearing its fruit being 

• dinary,' I waS apt to believ~ madam~ 
i.rous to fee the figure of it, which 
be engraveD . ~ 

who .fo little apply themfelves to 
• 15, and give them real ornaments, 

~. tbem, and are at fome coil:: about 
... ~....J . Ike grotto's] in them. ra.ife little 

.' 1.', tinences, tranfport thither by pieces 
.. ~ hich they heap one up<itl :mother, 

J Uer defign than to imitate nature . 

t T 

• 

• fides all this, have the convenience 
• as is necefrary to water their cab-
10US pia,nts, they would deftrc: no 
~ror hath fountains, after the Eu­
but private per10ns content them­
ands and we)ts . 
.inefe negleCt the orrlaments of their 
,pIe alf'ed: more to ~ppear magnifi.­
The govemmOlfj, that condemns, 
allow, but regulates expences as' 

-ioes not only apJ?!'Ove of this, but 
thef~ dccafions, for reafolls that J 

,e [equ. 1 of the hiftory. 
)f qtsaftty ryceive Vifits, or Q1ake 
) along the ftred:s, or- ,hen upon 
efpec~Uy at fucb,..tim,e w)len they 
mperor, or make th~r addrefs to 
, are always accomJ>iU1iM with 3 

ndeur b.'lt fills onelkith' afl:onilh· 
, " 

... neMf habittd, are Canitd irt a 
>pen, bprl,e upon thelhouldm of 
oCr1ons, aecomparued. With· all the 
)UniJ~ whp fur:tOUnd l them with J 
,. miA, of their' dignity': 'Some 

walk 

• 



160 Of lb. O""''''J and MJ~;t! 
walk before them two and two, 
ces, efcutcheons of vamUh'd wood, • • "'"-" 
be read, in Ia;ge gold c:haraders, all t 
nour annex'd to their pl:llXS of truft, 
brazen baron, upon which they beat:l n 
of firokes, according to the rank ~ t 
vince. they continually fpeak aTou 
the people to make way. Other ( 
the fame order. and fometimes fou 
men on horfeback bring up the r'eat I 

rines never appear in publick withou 
or fou rreare domeA:icks. 

Thofe tlut belong to the army £ 
horfeback, and , if of any confidt" 
are evermore at the head of twe 
ty canliers. The princes of tht 
are preceded by four of their offi 
themfelvcs in the midft of a (quad 
without order. But then .they WL 

China, but the domefticks are 
iJ:Ig to the quality of their maflet 
or painted lipnen. Altho the h~ 
nor well managed, yet are the tr. 
nefs very magnificent; the bits, . 
rups are gilded, or eIre of filver. 
ther, they make bridles of two t 

coarfe pink'd fa trin, two 6n~ers ~ 
hone's neck, at the ~nUlg o' 
·hang two glut ta1TeJs or that cur' 
wnerewith they cover their bonne 
cned to two huge buttons of bral 
with filver, hung at rings of the 
{hews fine in a civalcade. but upc­
efpecial1y upon a courfe., it is em 

Not orlly tJie princes and perro 
rank appear in publick with a trai 
of a meaner quality go always on b 

\ ft=ts, or in a clore redan, folio ... 

• 



1 

t 10 e. 
• m lames do often make ufe of 

"'" ~heels, but they have not the 

• , 1ce of the Chinefe M andarin.es 
1 itfelf in the journeys they take by 
yous bignefs of their barges,. that 
) {hips, the finery, carving, paint4 

• 
f the apattments, the great num­
(camen that ferve aboard, the dif­

ht!ir dignity every when di(played, 
• !lreamers, and the like, do abull­

(f them from the Europeans, who 
'-..l.. accoutred, or more careJefs than 

Y _ • J !'" 
h . ,'hihefe have their Colemn (eafts, 

t 

~te with great pomp and charges i 
s in the year are (pent in rejoycing 
thole empire; they £my them­
Iy, they vilit one another, they 
I their friends, and to all the per-

way concerns them to obferve. 
md comedies tU.e up every bodfs 
:lve days before abundance of lit. 
lmmined, becaufe thoCe, who arc 
, feek how to come by it, anel 
'e fome whoever goes without, to 
:fe divcrtifements, 
)f the firfi. month is rull more fo­
the Day or Feafi: of Lanthorns • 
them up in aU the houCes, and ill 
Cucb a great number, that it is It. 

rt a (duva]: they light up, it may 
'mndred mi llion3... You will fee. 

I am going to relate, that they 
(remes in this ceremony, which 

.l.ve been tolerated, as {everal other 
:lID?Jy ,vith that peopfe's humour, 
• M b~t 



but which now are become the mof 
of perrons of quality. • • 7: 

They expore to view that day 
prices; forne of them coA: two d : .. 
and fome of the nobility retrench 
thing from their table~ apparel or . 
pear magnificent in lanthoms. It if 
that are dear, the gilding, fculpt 
filk and vamifh make all the fuow, 
ners it is immenfe. There are (011 
feetl of upward of twenty feven fet 
are halls, or chambers, and three 
machines would make pretty hand i V ~l$; 
infomuch that you will admire," t:vro. en l 
tell you that ill China we may eat, • 11 • 
reprerent comedies. and dance balh 

A publick bonfire is little enoug 
but becaufe it would be inconvenil 
fled with an infinite number of waJ 

which at a -difiance {hew very prd: 
reprcfented divers thows to grati£) 
there are perfons concealed, who 
(everal little machines, make PUPF 
bigne(s of men and women, the 
rtre fa natural, that even thofe, " 
with the trick, are apt to be miRa! 

l"'f"'l!~adam , I was not deceived, bel 
, • ph:fCI~t at there ,fpedaclcs. Wh: 

the report of thcChinefe,and upon 
relations whofe authors are well kl 
I Jhould be loth to condemn. 

Bcfides there prodigious lanth·o 
infinite numbe~ of a middle fize 
more farely fpeak; I h:lVc feen t 

ncat, put magnificent; they are ( 
fed of fix fitces, or pains, each 0 

frame four feet high, n foot an 
of ~nilh'~ WOod, :w.d adorned 



~ 
on the infide with a weh of fine 

whereon are painted flowers, trees, 
oetimes human figures. The painting 

• s, the coloUT9 lively, an~ when the 
" ~ghted. the light dil'perreth a rplen. 
rs the work altogether agreeable. . 

...nnels join1d together compofe an hex .. 
• at the top by fix carved figures, that 

"Jl of it. There are hung round about 
of tattin of all colours, like ribbons, 
fivers other filken ornaments that fall 
es, without hiding any thing of the 
res: We fometimes ufe them for an 

• 

~ Jr churches. The Chinefc hang them 
'their halls, and fom:times in publick 

f lanthoms is allo celebrated by bon'" 
\irtdled at that time in aU quarters of 

,'py fireworks j for there is no body 
llbs~aud crackers. Some have fpoken 
fine{\: fireworks in the world. We are 
lppear figures of whole trees covered 
. fruit, you may there diftinguilh the 
1 apples and oranges, not Dilly by 
bUt alIa by .... their particular colour. 
mihted to the life, infomuch that one 
lagine that they are naturally trees 
ened in the night, and not an 3;rtifi .. 
hich they have bdlowed the figure 
of treeS. 

Jtions, in fame relations of China. 
wf"o travel thither, a real paffion to 
miracles; I fhouhi have bcelt very 
are; to have upon my own perfo­

,been able to hlve telatoo them. I 
~ht for an ot;:c:U1on, but all in vain. 
not fo ordinary as people imagine, 

t4em it will perhaps be ncCdiry to" 
M, go 



go b:tck to their time who writ of 
miffionaries that fojourn at Pekin, 
(ye~witnerrl!S of what was performed 
in the emperor's palace, have often 
was not at -.11 as they imagined it to Ix 
bottom, that there was nothing very I 

in it. 

h. 

li 

N cVC'tthelefs, madam, it is not jul ,w h 
condemn thefe authors, as pe$ns 0 1 n 
t hey are good honeA: miOionaries, who 
impore upon us at pleafurc, and what I ~ t II:' 1 

I ndia, and ef peeiall y upon the coa(\. of .. ( Qt~ 
may jufiify them in fame refped:; they J 
ally ' teprefcnt all forts of i1~Qtett not ." \ 
works that hurfi in the air like our ~ui 0, I to lUi 

it feem~ not po1Tlble to reduce flame to , +, es· 
mined figures as would be neceffary ;.:( Itl:i .. 'b. 
raifills and leaves, and much It':fs tO~it: 
fpell:ive colour that is natural t fro. 
means of a combuftible matter . m 
fulphur, camphire, and fome other 
'wherewith they dawb pieces of wood i.J 
crors, of trees, and flowers, or in any 
they pleafe. 

As roon as they have given fire to 
panded gum is fet on fire on ;111 fide 
and reprcfents, till it be totally confur 
gure of the wood on which it was appl 
it is 110 great wonder that they fhould 
21'ld fruits of fire; and I do imagine tJ 
nlUch magnify in China, may ~ fame 

Not but that thefe forcs of fires ~ave t 
for, befides theft- p.,rticuJar colour, t: 
moft fplendid, and withal the man pll 
eye· imaginable, it is no mean ornament ' 
iUwnination, to be able to reprefent me 
of fire, palaces all 011 fire, with their t 

chit.cfulre, cartouC'hes) and armories 0 
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J ~ er reprefentations, that might 
, "Ith a great deal more exad:ncfs 

r. 

ere the artificers neither have 
t. 'IVt great defigns, nor dexterity 

• 

• 

• erute them. 
you will have the cunality to 

'Ie given occafion to the Cflinefe 
vag::mt feflival as this,whereof 

o (peak to your grace. As it 
~ qe original feems very obfcure. 
. to an accident that happened 

IOUS Mandarine, whore daugh-
ling upon the banks of a river, 
l'ned; the affiid:ed father, with 
.\er, and the better to find her, 
npany of Ian thorns to be light­
.U1ts c.l the place thronged after 
tey fearched for her al1 night 
the Mandarine's anI y comfort 
ners and readinefs of the pea­
'ch feem'd. as if he had loll: 
they look'd upon rum as their 

li they made fires upon the /hare 
continued the ceremony every 

ted his bnthorn, and by de­
into a cuA:om. The Chinefe 
s in this refped:; but there is 

ch a (mallloCs fhould have Cuch 
on a whole empire. 
ors pretend ,that this fefl:ival 

from a fl:ory which they report 
ing: Three tNoufand five hun· 

! yars ago. China was governed 
. . ,the lall: emperor of the firA:. race, 

pleafed to endue with qualiti.es 
ng an hero, if love to women) 
Auche'l', that took poJreffion. of 

M 3 his 
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his heart, had. lIot reduced him tb , 
empire, and an object of abhorren.q: I I 

H e had rare P.1TtS, a winning, r.14 } .. 

him, great courage. and was of 1 e.x 
ftrength of body, that he broke ire 1 
But this Sampfon had his miftrelfel ' 
amongfl: other extra.vagancies, th, 
exhaull:ed all his treafures in buildi 
ciaus ftones to honour the memo'1 ~ 
and that he filled a pool with "" 
three thoufand young men to batl 
vious manner. There excetres, ' ... n.n\' ct 
Ilbominations. prevailed with the t of H!I ("ourt 
to offer him ('orne advice, accord .. ~ to h<. to m. 
but he put them to death; yea, ly imrri10 
one of the kings of the empire, :0 .nd"!a.\o\.:rrd 
to divert him from thefe diford t 1~ lrh h 
committed a fad: that con(ummat ,-{UIJf1. 
of himfC\f and all hjs family'. 

One day, in the heat of his de 
Ji ty, complaining that life was toe' .. 
fan/tilt , fays he to the qu.cen Wf n 
if 1 could mllke you ett"J1ally hI< 
yean, nay in (l f ew days peradveTJ 
fpitt of tlJ. put an end to our pl. ,-
'p011,1er wm 110t fulfice to give yM 
fhnt writ}) the (owrfl of my /ub.l 
fbis thought co,ztinually Ir8ublcs 1n) 

VJer 111) beart til Mllernrfs Ih~/ hi 
ing the fwet/ nefs of life: why can 
for ewr 1 and fieing there arefi 
flini»g, m,l!ft you ",nmb be fubitEl 
jhine more hright ttpon e.Tth~ Ihl 
' hea'Utn , , 

':Ill true, 111) lw-d. flUth this I 
,btl camloJ millie your life elernal, 
" 0 forget fbe brevity of it, and to j 

n!",~r di, : Wb~! 1"d ~a1".wf 1/ . ----~~~ 
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ifIJI of OtIT lift! '['be ",oming fla" 

\ 

mWlting, and the nigbt Ihl ComlJ 
• ~ cOnJinualiy pUI us ;11 mivJ of Ihe be­

of our days; as IbfJ/t beghs and t"tI. 
4rt begun, advance with pruipilJltioll 

• 
, he a/ an end. 
/r, lei us no longer taft our eyes ttpOlt 

roll fJ'Utr (Jur heads : have you a mitrd 
tTl your imagination? build ),ollrftlf (l 

.:'" tnligblttltd, a/ways forene, always 
gur dtjires; wbn-e we /hall perClive 
flip of the injl abililJ of human things. 
!o it, by treBing a great and magnifi­

at up on all fides from the hgbt of the 
'It up all around magnificent lal1lb~rns, 
'lendor will be preferable 10 tbat of tbe 

;anJporud tbitber who/foro!r is capa­
"K 10 your pltafure ; andl for fear of 
I dijtrailed by them, brta~ off all eflr­
D/ber erell/llru . We 'Will Doth of liS 

'W world tbat you }ball (reaft : I will 
of all things; )'011 a/one wiil tbtrt 

afore than ali Ihe old 'UJ()rld can oJ/tr; 
; Ihal wili be ,.t1Jtwed for OIl,.. faktr, 
more happy than tbe gods are in hta. 
Ihal wt wi/} forgtt Ibe vicfffitudt of 

; time /hall bt no mtJre in rtjptfl of 
rumbrance, no mort jhaduw, no more 
~ ill lift; and provided, my wrd, Ibt8t 

, wilt bt alwlllI c01ljlant, alwaJs paJ. 
sity willJttm to fit u.nalurablt, and 

"·;iO bt tltrnal. - . . 
, whether it. W!lS that he thought 
~ himfeJf, or whether he had a mind; 
'lueen, I Ol~not tell f but he (aured 
:aftle to ~ built, and there immured 
. There 'he Pitfs'd fevcI;al mon,tki' 

L..-__ _ . .M 4 immerit<\ 



68 Of tb. Omnomy alld 
immeried in delights, and whlolly.lIIOOn. tP 
'new life ; but the people, not 
fuch excefs. obliged onc of the wi,Ol1I' 
empire to declare againA: him. 

So foon as the emperor had notice oj I f.ni 
racy. he appeared prefently in the 010", rid... 
whether he would or no, ftuck more ~ , \1 
than the new: he appears at the heW. I' rmy 
to punifh this rebel; but feeing kimfc.... cm.rd 
by the people, whom he had fo foolif u\ ;cr'" 
he thought it his .wifeft courfe to alxlil 
_take himfelf to flight. D uring th'c t it 
years of his life, he wandered from pro' ~ 
vince incognito in a poor condition, . al 
ger of being difcovered .• as if God, by 
and continual agitation, had a mind tc 
for that foft and effeminate repof,9,9 
thought to have found conRant de " ,hf 
felicity. In the mean time they d ttr yr. 
bces, and to preferve the memory l 

worthy atticn to poilerity, they hung 
in every quarter of the city. This eufte"l 
niverfary, and {inee that time a confide 
in the whole empire; it is folemnized a 
with more magnificence than any who 
the rc:r.?rt goes that the illumination5 
fplendld, that: an emperor once, not daril 
leave his court to go thither, commil 
with the queen~ and feveral princelTes o~ • 
into the hands of a magician, who prol': 
tranfport them thither in a trice. tIe n 
the night to afcend magnificent thronf~ 
borne up by fwan\, which in a rnomeJ'l 

~Hamcheu. 
The emperor raw at his leifure all th 

being carried upon a cloud, that hove 
city, and defcended b~ degrees; and 
Jl>aul with the fune fp<ed and "Iui~ 

u-.....w __ ... 
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Chinefe: 
lenee. This is not the firA: 

'I d told j they have frones upon~ 
I: y are fuperilitious to excefs. 

gick, be it feigned or true, there' 
Id that have come near them.. 

.. certain it is, that they take 
!ck illuminations; and one of 
his good qualities was become 

ItOpIe, once thought he could 
~e to them his reciprocal aff'ec­
jog for their fakes {uch like 
e a year. for eight nights one 
ned. his palace, which they took 
f abundance of lanthoms and 
pred. in perfon without any 
1 the middle of the creud, not 
llinguil'h him from others, to 
one might enjoy the liberty of 
..nd hearing divers COllcerts of 
led. 

--endered this prince renowned in 
but what would they have (aid 
to be in the apartment of Ver­
~ and meft potent of kings fo 
\e innocent pleafures that chriffia. 
:. his court, if poffible. as happy 
did but behold thefe ilJumina­

it thofe {ports, thofe magnificent 
:mee himfelf fi:riving to mix with 
, and would be unknown, were 
I by an air of grandeur indepen­
whereof he cannot dive.O:. himfelf . 

...king, madam: of the magni6-
e,. I cannot, without being want­
oint, pafs over in filente what re­
-crors, who never appear in pub­
lny deities, environtd with all the 
attraCt. the refpefl: and veneration 

of 
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of the people. Hvretofo'1' they .... ,"" , 
felves; but the Tartan, who 
much more popular, and the .- --.:co 
fo much upon nice puntftilio's. 
ror in that, as well as in aU thjngs 
medium, which cOllten~ his .OWl) 

totally dirpleafing the Ch.,ere. 
moderate as he is, in comparifQP 
one may boldly fay, he I1CVc;r C; 

head, or in the miMI: of an army. 
A t ruch time h~ is accompanied 

of the court: there is nothing bu 
and precious ftones, every thing 
and pompous; the arms, the ho. 
umbrella'S, th~ fheamers. and a. 
badges of royal dignity. or of the 
of every prince, every where fpa 
In a word, t~e is nothing more 
occurrences than this crowd; eVe:! 

refpettive rank; and the head. of 
leafl: his fortune, lies at fi.akc; wi 
indifcreetly to difcompofe the order 

When he takes a progrefs to vi I • 

of the empire, lIe goes commonl 
by a few guards and fome trolly 
aU the citi~ upon the road, and i 
paf'fages, there are fo many troor 
battalia, that he feems to ride peG: 

H e goes fometimes into Tarta 
vertifc;ment 9f hUl)ting, but yet ah 
as if he went to the conqueil of", 
H e carries along with him no lefs I 

Jand men, wlw (I~ure a , great I. 

whether the weather be hot or c( 
encamp in d. very inconvenient m 
it fometimes happens, that, in one 
h.ntings,. there die' IllQrc horres th 

J inr 
• i 
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.:;;0' 00\ he =11 tile ,.u:f\ru~n 

• wrfes tS n,nhing. '\.. l t accompany him thither lOy, tNt 
_ n '-.2/ gnificence mo", difpJoy itfelf thalt 

I ':0 

, t; there he f(:CJ (Ql1'letlmes thirty 

• 
, 

tar kings, that -'C)tnC to iddreCs 
tribute; yea, there be rome of 

lC name of Ham Qr Cham, that 
; they are all of them juft as the 
'! firft order, his penfioners; he 
ghters in ma~e; and, to make 

. e to his intereA:, he declares him­
againft all the weftelll Tartars, 

:hem; nay, and have fc;lm.etimes 
" • :tack China itfelf with fome face 

of thefe petty foveieigns appears 
n~ the court is wQnderfuJ rump-­
md he may poffi:fs thefe Barha­
lea, of the power of China, the 
ents of the Mandarines are rich 
excd"s. This is what the mif-

..... been witnefT'es of the {arne, do 
Ce we may give credit to their 
becaufe they all unanimoufly 

but alfc hecaufe what they fay 
lport with the genius of the 

relation of father Magalhen's, 
learned and ufefu1 notes, (ays;: 1 

us march of the emperor,when 
J~ to offer faerifices to )-leaven, 

in it, .and aoerves here: to be 
"h the mo~ becaufe t,hele 
Ce nor magnified; for th~ or­
lick ceremonies are known to 

f regular, that the:very emperor 

-1"iJh .We lea!! arti,Je! T~ , ..... _---
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" 
This pompous ceremony begi hwit 

trumpets, adorned with golden caron 
drums rank~, each of them in two l 
armed with truncheons vamilh'd and 
iong, follow them in the (arne order a 
that follow roo {aleliers bearing n ,L3.l 
armed with a femicircle of iron, in t~ mt 
cent, followed with JOO ferjeants at .'t, J 4 tWU 

officers whofe pikes are painted ''Tith rcllh .in 
different places, with flowers and go 

Next after this firft file are borne 
wrought lanthems.400 flambeaux .of 
that flame like our torches, 200 Janel 

huge tufts of filk. 24 banners, whet 
the figns of the zodiack, and 56 oe e 
fent the celeA:ial conftellations! there. 
moreover '200 fans with figures 0 > 

other animals; 24 umbrello's A:ill 111 
and a livery cupboard borne by the 01 
lace, whore utenftls a.re of gold. 

All this does immediately preced­
who at laft appcirs on horfeLack. gl 
furrounded with fix white led hones 
is covered with gold and precious 
Jife-guard.s and pageS of honour; th 

.... fore him an umbrella that fhades hir 
and dazzles the fight with all the .1 

man could poffibly invent to enrich j­
. The emperor is followed by all tI 
blood, by the Mandarines of the fir 
viceroys and principal lords of the i<­
fonnalit1es : immediately after ~ 
gentlemen of quality, which may bt 
of gentlemen penfioners, attelldeq 
men, array'd in carl.lation filk, bar 
ers, ftitched with little .ftars in gold 
is properly tbe king's Mufhold. 

• 



j the Chinefe,. ] 13 
• more extraordinary by what 

. J "t wen~ ~fore: (or immediate-.. ,t en fedan that refembles a tri ... 
~ u-ers fupport another clofe one~ 

,uld take it for an intire apart~ 
there appear four chariots, the 

, . 

• 
• 

"-., ... ~ 'e drJ.wn by elephants, and the 
", Each falan and chariot hath 

:n for its guard: the charioteers 
:1, and the elephants, as well as 
:eel with embroidered houfings. 
larine officers, and 2000 officers 
oft richly c1oathed, marching ~ 
g to their cuftom,...-with a gravity 

• ped:, bring up the rear of this. 
pot needful that the court fhould 

1 for this pomp, and as foon as 
: pleafed to go offer facrifice, they 
1inefs to attend him in this order. 
t,in our entertainments and {olemn 
my thing morc fplendid and mag-

'or of China-never appears greater 
es aucJ.i~ce to foreign ambafTadors ; 

c: lumber of troops who are at that 
It incredible number of Mandarines 

. ies, diftinguifhed according to their 
" placed in order, without confu­
loire, without difturbanee, in fuch 
)uld appear in the temples of their 
frets of ftate, the Ior4 chief juftices 
• courts, the petty kings, the 
.,(oOd, the heirs of. the crown, more 
this prince, th~ they are exa1eed 

pie: the emperor himfelf feated on a 
beholds proftrate at his feet all this 
rers; all this, 1 fay, bears an air of 
lei grand.~ in it, tllat is to be found 

no 
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• 

no where but in China, which 
does not fa much as ~rmit 
rnoG: glorious courts of Euro~. 

I ihould never make an end,if I hac. 
feend to all the partieulan of the publ 
where the Chinefe dirplay all their r1 
fuppoCe, madam, I have Cpoken enoIl.-J 
R Juft idea of it; now if you pleafe te' " 
the dofe of this -1.etter, to add .whl 
myCelE, in reference to France, whett 
ambition of private pe:rfons have ct.! 

' .. 001 

to 3. higher pitch, than in any othel 
tope; it feems to me that the Chi. 
ever furp:ifs us in common and pubt( 
a morc glorious and fpecidUS outfiife 
domc:flick things, our apartments an: 
richer, the retinue of pO:fons of qw 
cently cloathed, tho' not fa numero~ 
more commodious, the tables bette.. 
generally [peaking, the expence mor,' 
better regulated. I am with a moll pro 

Madam, 
r our "'oft ,,"m' 

and moft o;t'd. 

, 
LETTER VII, 

To tb, Arcbbijbop of Rheims, firjl, Pm 
• • Of Ihl Languagp, Charolln-s, BOHS, It 

oj Ib, Chiner" 

~Lord, 

A' FTE R having had the honour I 
your grace at your -fpare houri, 

" 

f 
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rality if the Chin.r.. '75 
-' ~f the 'empire of China, I be­

)t take it amifs to fee from me an 
,Ia<os to their language, chara<· 
?:Inls. 

• 

1 points of' hifto'ry that one can- -
out much caution, and efpecially 
un them to fuch a perfon as your-
r charaCter it is, to know exad:ly 
'hateveryou ffudy; to fatisfy {uch 
luifite an exa8:nefs and method. 
and loofencfs of difcourfe will" 

lord, that it is difficult to acid, 
If new knowledge to that which 
ne of the moO: knowing prelates 
JOd and diff'ulive foever the mo-

ht; yet are they but the faint 
nd imperfe8: reafon, which dif. 
f'( are brought near thofe divine 
diftovers to us, and whercinto 
cd by the continual reading of 

..!aunals. 
10' all the pruloroph y of that 
ot able to infima us, yet is it 

. know, to what pitch of per­
brought [ciences, and that too 
people "in thc"World were either 
~ Their chief learning lies in i' 
It language, wherefore I will 
vhat I have obferved mcft rc­
lis : 
age hath no analogy with an y 
"ague in the·world, no affinity 

in the pronunciation of the 
e difpo1ing and ranging of the 
hing is myfi:erious therein, and 
, ftand ~mazed, my lord, to 

_ e words of it gtay be, learnt in 
- , two 



two hours,. 
.Rudy to {peak 
~ll the boOks, and to underibnd 
without ~pprehending any thinS! if f\ 

. that a doCtor may compoCe a book. • 
boratenefs }Xlffibl~' and t hiS very [al 
not know enough of it to explaiD It 
nary convetCation i that a mute, L 

. ,charaaers, )iiignt with his fingers 
fpeak as faft' as his auditors can c( 
him. in a word, that the (elf fame 
fignify quite ~ different things, and t 
that fhall pronounce thc:m,· it will L 
m the mout~ of the one, and foul 
mouth of the other. Thefe p3rada 
prifing foevcr they may feem, are 
withftanding; :md your grace 'Will 
pleafe to give yourfeJf never fo lietl! 
your eyes upon what I fuall write ' 

This tongue contains no more thr 
and thirty words, or thereabouts, aU 
or at Ieaft they (eem to be f~ bL 
nounce them fa fuccindJ y, that a~rw 
bnguith the fyllables: although it b. 
to read the whole roles of them, ye ~ 
t hem in this place, as well to let yO\ 

ltone, as to s;ive .... ]ou the fatisfiLaio 
vicw~ compnfed In one lingle pag( 
:mcient, fo famous, and I may fay, 
this is. 

TheCe: few words would not be: Ci 
2 man's fdf aptly upon all CubjeC~ 
for arts and fcien6CS, to maintaiJlo \: ... 
courfe, or in writing, wJlich is very 

' the ChineCe, if they had not an an 
f~nCe,without multiplying the words 
Iy conClfts in th"e accents they give · 
word pronounced wid~ a ftrongcr 0 

, 
t 
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&lath divers lignifications; fa that the 
~ when it is fPoken exad:ly) is a kind 
.:ontams f ral harmony, which com­
ee and p:irticuJar charnttU of it. 
e tones that are applied to each word, 
Ie fenCe one mean; tb gi,ve it. , The 
!l promir1ciation without lightening or 

,, ~ " as if orie fuould conti!\ue for fome 
te M our mw.clf.; tie recond raifet1i 
Jy higher; the third is very acute ; 
~ defcend all on a {udden fo a grave, 
itth you pats to a more deep note, if 

fa td 'exprefs myrelf, by hollowing 
dod of bafCI It is very hard to exJl 

ling herem any other way than by 
Cdr. 
ou already Coe; my lord, thall by this 
lI10noiation, j 33 words are maile t 665 ~ 
tar pronounce fmoothly, or afperate 
lich is very ufual, and does frill in ..!. 
~e by half. Sometimes thefe mo.l 

~ JOIned together~ as w~ put our Jet~ 
l;t:reby to oompofe ~t words ! 

more than all that, for fpmetimes a. 
according as it foUows or goes be­

latha quite difFereilt fenfe; fo it plainl 
tat this tongue, fa poor, fo feeming ... 
for all that, is indeed very rieh and 

tiihing us with variety Of words . 
. -iches coil: foreigners dear to come by 
:annoS teU whether fome miffionaries 
l' ha~ laboured in tlu: mineS than to 
hemfeJves for (everal years to tha la­
the hardeR: and moll difcouragUtg tbat 
'ience in matter of tlUdy. I cannot 8P"" 
, anyone can have d'ther thoughts i 
onfefs 1 admir"d to read the new rela­
t'Magalhen, that the Chinefe language 

Ii ;, 
0;..... _ __ _ 



178 Of the L.nguag<> Cba~lIIJI, 
is eafier than the ,Greek, 4cin, ~ 
ges in Europe. He adds, one can~1 
if it be confidered, that the diffi:cU1\ 
proceeds from the memory ; now, 
trouble at all in this. that hath but ~ 

. in comparifon of others, nay • .au 1 

in a day's time. 
To argue as this father does, muficl . '­

but an hour's time, feven worOs an 
do not much burtben the memory. an [l 

fiut a voice never fa little flexible, an 
it were no hard matter to learn them ~ 
we fee by daily experience, whofe be 
or forty years. unlefs he have a mot"! 
ry inclination for mufick, fca.rce evlr 4 
pofe j nay. and after much appJica.tiOl 
ercife, is frill, to his dying day, but 2-

flcian. How will it fare with a pene 
fix tones to combine with above 301 
he d~ pot know by the writitlg, whjc 
to m.ind extempore, when he would r 
or when he is to dill:inguilh in anati} 
p-ecipitates his words, and who fcn..'C 
accent and particular tone of each w( 

- It is not the memory that is put to 
this oceanon, but the imaginatio'l.. and 
fome certain perfons never diftinguifu 
another; the tum of the tongue alfo 
finitely theretO ; and there are cert:aU 
'have memory fufficient to learn a b­
·days, who will tug at it for ,mon 
pronounce onll one word, andl all tA 

How happens it, that, let him take 
will, a man has never a good accent ui" 
when he is born in. certain provin~ 
them till he is grown up, 

Neverthelefs;' to make yourfelf l 

China., you mu(\ give each word it 

"', 
I >J 

/ , 
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, 'llily of Ibe Chinefe. ;79 
6- fa iittic.; and you fall into an­
~es a rid, icuJo'us counter· fenfe; 
.:It Ii ca~; you may ci'" a nWi 
an to c.111 hini Sir; becaufe the 
n, to ,them both. hath a diffe­
the different tone they giv'e it : 
ifi this language; that one may 

.n all. . . 
that rria~eS the Chinefe iongu'e 
fhers. Whel;i a fir-mger that 
intend!f to rPe:Jc French, .if he 

rds but ne'Ver fa little wen; we 
Ie (peaks ill; and we know his 
ia; one, fingle word ,. badly pro": 

fa render the whole, phtafe un-
phra(e at the beginning; that 

d underll:ood,.. hinderS the un~ 
allows. So when all'c chances to' 
:fun, where they ha.v'c already 
fome buunefs,· on~ fl:a,res about 
underftanding, till '(ueh time 

lit htm in t'he way,' dnd till be' 
:ad of the-difcourfe. 
e been faying; tbis' tol1gtie ~ath 
laf diA:,inguifh it (ro.m al1 others. 
not, (peak as they write;· and, 

;mrfe is barbarOus. harfh; and 
ed. If you would write well" 

iDper term's·, more it"obk exptef.: 
:urns; th.1.n do oc:~r in comO)oll 
Ie proper only for writing; the 
! different f~.m the COTnrylori 
obfcureft L atirl poetS arc ftom 
08: natural profe. 
~ does not oonitft in'. a certain 
fuch as orators aWed .. who.-to 

l itors, R.:uff" it fometimes only 
'"ley have bUt few things to teU 

N 2 them. 
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,80 Of th, Language. ChaT,\ . . 
them. The Chinefe are eloqGec; .~ 
preffions, noble metaphors, bold 
pariCOflS. and above all, by abl 
:md (Xllrages taken from the anci 
them are ci great moment : 
many things in a few words, tll 
myllerious, obfcure and not Cal 

make ufe of th ofe particles th 
nea our difcourfc. They fee 
lIot to be underllood , often til 
fhould underftalld feveral thi 
not mention them ; fa much 
they inclofe in few words ! 

It is true, this obfcurity al 
refped: of thofe who have a pc 
charaat:rs j and a learned m 
is fe ldom mift:lkell ill it, but 
often at a fiand: and I hay 
dodors, who, to undcrftand ( 
difcourfes, were obliged to d 
geT in the ail' the particular 
their words, whore fenre cou 
by the pronu nciation. 

Thirdly. the found of W CJ 

to the ear, efpecially in tl 
kim, where the accent is me 
other part; for there, many 
tones fa fine and delicately 
much ado to perceive it. B 
n. which contributes not a 
language; yet . muft it be aU 
of the Chinefe that pretend 
fpeak very ~n~u{k~lly, the 
intolerably; and tho' they 
yet by meeT extending t hen 
finite and like to intire pH 

They have mQreover a 
occurs, whic? we exprefs COJr 

• • 
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'orqlily of Ih. Chin&. .81 
roth the bottom of the ajiJtra or­
md unnatural, that that alone is ca- I 

languttge: but as ccretin forced af-. 
a.A:ilian tongue do norwithilanding .... 
is, fo th~Chiner~;u:e.-pafiladed. t hat 
1s that difp}eftlellsare a real gract ; 
lore m:Jfdi"linc and ftronger tones 
theil;./fangullge, without which it 
deg~erate iuto an effeminate foft-
I at heft have no grace but in the 
and children. 
want abundance of founds which 
letters ; fo r example, they do not 

0, r, x, z, after the fame manner 
i and when anY ,one forces them 
• they always make fome altera­
Is that in their language come the 
ver being able almoA:.to exprcfs 
:h proved formerly a great diffi­
': prieRs in confecrating the holl, 
nafs in Latin without 6.lJing infO 
'yet there was (0 much pains 
tongue, that at length they have 
tion; fa that the L atin in their 
more differen t from that of the 

It of the Portuguefe is from ourso 
!en f.1. ying. my lord, is to be \111-

clarine language, that is cunOell[ 
which is univerfally underfiood 
common people at Fokicn , be­
rticular tongue, that harh 110 

'1e~ who look.upon it in China, 
if cay language, or Ba1betron in 

e China charad:er is 110 lefs (m­
ue ; they have not any alphabet 
ltains the elements, and, as it 

, f the words; nay, they cannot 
N 3 f~ 
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fa much as compr~hend how We.~ ... 
fmall a number of figures, each ~ 
nothing, to exprcfs upon a pieFe of paF 
,ceptians, to compoCe fuch an infinil 
books, as to flock whole libraries. T. 
ring letters together, to compoCe wordJ 
combine them both into a ptodi~l 
fenfes, is to them a hidden myftery . ;or 
is fa common amongfl other lIatio~~ I 
?-mongA: them. either thra' the little 
have had with other neighbouring na! 
the (mall account they m~de of fqreig 

I nftead of charaCters, at the beginnir 
narchy.! they us~d hie~og l yph.icks;, the} 
than wrote. and by the natural in! 
:which they drew upon ~perl they end 
prefs !Ulrl convey t~eir ideas to othe 
write a bird. they: painted its figure1 a 
foren t they reprefented a grca~ camp: 
circle lignified the fun, and a crefcenl 

This fort of writing was not only 
very inconyenient; for befidcs tha 
h is thoughts but by halves, even rhof< 
exprefs!d, were never pe,fedly 'coneeii 
bcfid~, utterly impoffible to avoid n 
over; there needed whole v:oJUl11e5 1 

trungs, bccau(e the painting took ul 
room; in(omuch , that the Chirlefi 
liu!e ~har:ged their writing, and com 
pit:! figures, tho' lefs natural: -They 
c:d many to ~xErefs fame things tha. 
not repre(ent, as thl: voice, [melt:. 
tions, paffions, and !l thoufand ot 

, have - neither body nor figure ; (l 

~lraughts they. Il/ter made compo' 
qus rate they 'multiplied their charat 
beca.ule they deftined one or more ( 

' IatOld ' .. ... -F-i'!'M.,. '!' .. ,,' 

• 
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~_ .... ~ letters~: in my opipion, the 

fe ignornnce. becaufe they im-
n this ftudy. and have no leifure: 
mk of other fciences, fancying 
enough if they can but read. 
far from underftanding all their 

much, if, after feveral years in­
[hey are able to unclerll:and fif­
aurand. The vulgar fort of the 
emfekl!S with lcfs j and I cannot 
was ever My dod:or that un­
part. for they reckon up:wards 

r uCand. 
, it is [caree credible how much 
them ; it is an heavy crofs to 
an's life long (for commonly it is 
t) to fluff' his head with this hor­
figures, and to be always occupied 
perfed hieroglyphicks. that have 
nalogy with the thjn~ they fig­
the leaft charm in thIS, as in the 

!, which, in fatigujng, do not ceare 
Ie weary mind with delight. Jt is 
, that a man may not be diCeau­
It more fublime motives, to eXcite 
ltion; to make a virtue of 'rle­
lofe one's felf to think, that this 
ted and ingrateful foever it feems, 
!Caufe it is a fure way to bring 
wledge of Jefus Chrift. 
whereby we make ourfdves under­
ltdi whereby we infinuate ourfelves 
• and thereby p~ them for the 
the chriA:ian religion; there is not 
.m this hope of p",,\ehin~ the gofpel 
not incourage and infpint. We can­

. bur that our ble/fed Loid may ie. 
~ of our good will, with J. par-

N 4 ri<Ulaf· 



ticular bleffing ; and it is u;;iiiiiit;..i;:::j. 
if it had not been for the a 
miffionaries would never 
j:ients, as to make f\l~h a progre 
nilbed the ~bldl: dodors of the en 

Amongfl. thefe charaCl:ers, there a 
fortS . The firft are almoft out Qf ul~ 
{erve them ollly out Qf veneration 
fecond. not fa ancient by far, k 
pubJick infcriptions ; when there 
them, they confult books.. ~nd, 1 
~8:ionary t it is ea.fy to decypher th 
much more re~ar and ~air, {erv~ t\. 

hon, and alfo (or the ordpiary wn 
lefs, the !hokes and dpughts of d 
exa8: and curious, thUe needs a cc 
to write thern . A nd for that reafon, 
trived a fou'rth kind of writing, th( 
of being more joined. and lefs difrVtg 
another, facilitate the writing {after 
fon, they are ?tlled Voluble Letters 
Jail: charaCters do much refemble one 1 

an[wer to our capital letters" to the 
and ordinary writing. 

lnftead of a pen, they ufe a pene 
hand, not obliquely, as our painters, 
~f the paper were to be prick'd. The 
write from top to bottom, and begit 
ter )Yherc purs end ; fa that, to re:.. 
the lall page mull fir!! be fought fo, 
. them is the beginning: Th~r pap! 1 

thin andalmafl tranfp.aren4 they ,\re f.u 
fat fear left the letters do run into Ont 

~ey write on the backficle : but thefe , 
are fa even, that one can hard1y per 
. 'fa write a bag ~d was never m ( 
~erly in france, a fign of nobility , 
iffi9!ti.~ ,,,-,wilte falr; !\Il~ !><fan ~ 

• 

f 
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"'::t:.;;to~ firft d~gree of learning, 
of his fair hand. A letter 

ofition, in a work, in a petition. is 
It ; ~nd becaufe one ftroke often 
enfe, there needs no more to make 
tation, to lore me degree of dodor" 
to ruin his fortune. So that all 
rite fair, and the emperor excels 

5:jler things. 
:h is but an art in its infancy in 
en, from all antiquity, in ufe in 
it is fomething different from ours; 
N letters, from which we can com!. 
!S., by putting them together. few 
• becaufe thore that have ferved for 
fl;iI1 employed for all the others. 
lumber of China characters hinder 
;his w~y, except only in fome rc­
,ncem 'the palace. and ticle page~ 
lep:ers can come in: all all other 
nd it more eafy to engrave their 
len ~rds, and the charge is much 

y they go to work. H e, who in­
IOO~ gets it fair written over by a 
: engraver glews each leaf upon an 
e, and then the draughts with the 
lone fa exattly, that the charatl:ers 
emblance with the original; fa that 
good or bad, according as a good 

1 been employed; this fkill of the 
t,., that one ca'!-not difti!lguiih thott 
.:ed from what W!S written by the 
V have -made ufe of the fame paper 

&,{s'd that this fort of printing is 
modious, inafmuch as the boards 
~ as much as the leaves, {o that ... . , ~ ~ - . 

an 



an indifferent big c~h~~>e~;:,~f. 
all the little tables, that 
a large volume; yet when 
one is- not obliged at the fame 
the copies, by running a ventul 
half, and ruin his eA:ate by a n 
Chinefe print their leaves, accon,- \. 
off; and the wooden plates, w 
over again, after they have dra 
hundred copies, ferve for m 
imprefiions. Befides that. th< 
for a corre:d:or of the prefs; fa! 
leaf be exafrly written, it is v~ 
graver makes any fau lts, whicl 
advantages. 
~he paper of China (eems fa 

glned in France that it was of J 
cotton is not fo proper for thaI 
imagine; and the artificers have I 
little threads of (ilk cannot be 
to compore aJ) uniform paflc, fu 
the leaves. All the China pa~ 
bark, or inward rh ind of Bambo 
even, thicker. ftraiter, and fuot 
they throwaway the fir{t: thin 
thick; the undermoft, as be 
pounded with fair water, fer' 
whereof they compore paper. 1 

with frames or moulds, as Jonj 
think fit, as we do here: there a 
twelve feet long ; and the pap.. 
white, and much more even and 

. Inftead of gl~w they pars .10 
does not only hinder it from fIn 
alfo fa fuining, that it appears 
J1lver, or impregnated with vani 
fmooth under the pen, \lut efpec 
ciJ} that requires an e,!en groUnd 

• 

" • • , 
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the little threads [eparate, 

terminated. 
t11le China paper is not-laning, it 

ilny moifture or dull. fticks to it ; 
its being made of the bark ,of a 
:l1y breed in it, if carebe not taken 
now and then~ and expore them 
~ they cannot preferve in China, 
c; ncient manu(cripts ; and they 
the libraries, which are therefore 
aufc they conlin pf fluthentick 
.. riginals. 
d YOut grace all things that can­
t printings of China, I hope you 
lirs jf I fpeak a word or two coo­
uar q~ity of their ink: It is moA: 
:y have hitherto vainly tried in 
t ; that of Nankim is moftfet by ; 
j made of it fa very curious, and 
!nt, that one would be tempted to 
:m lho' they fhould be of no ufe 

lk, for it is not a liquor like ours; 
fembles our mineral colours., tho' 
ey make it into all figures ; the 
l\lr: fquare, but not fa broad as 
an inch thick. There are fome of 
\ figures of dragons, birds, and 
nve for that purpore pretty moulds 
,Jly wrought, that one would have 
:e any thing more compleat upon 

a rrund to write, tRey have a little 
xm the table, made hoUow at the 
)ki ~ater; they infufe one end of 
, which they rub gently upon the 
\e marble i and in a moment, .c~ 

.., Ii>, tIleR io Jl!OOuced _liquor, more 

~~.----~---- . ~ 



,88 Oftht Ldngungt;,ob:b.. 
,?r los black, wherein biey ; 
pencil to write with. This ink i 

-black, and altho' it links when '1 
yet does it never extend further 
that the letters are e.xaaly tet 
foevcr the ftrokes be. 

It hath moreover another qu 
adminble good for defigning, 
all the diminutions one can gi 
many things that cannot be rq: 
without ufing this colour. In : 
difficult to be made as people 
Chinefe ufe lamp-black, drawn f 
yet the heft is made of hogs grea1 
they mix a fort of oil with it, 
and pleafant odours, to fupprefs 
grcafe and oil. After having rt 

ftfience, they make of the pa 
which they caft in a mould; it is 
but when it is very hard, it is 
half, and that, which they give fi 
not above eight or ten ounces. 

The binding of boOks in Chin 
pretty and curious, t~o' it comes I 

they don't g~d upon the edge< 
colour them. The ordinary boo} 
a. grey pafteboard, handfome eno 
others according as they pleafe ; j 
kind of flower'd taffuty. that is \ 

_ oo~only made 0 11 purpofe fa 
feen fame coyJ:red with rich (Uk., 
and (tlvet; the form is aJways t 
are at coft, acco'hiing to the matI 
to employ. I !hould never h~ 
lord, to take the liberty to fet dot" 
circw:nA:ailces, if I were not perf 
aCcoWlt is not always.difagrec:abJ 
who, like you, are acquainted b: 

• 
• 

,I 
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!n. Bht"r now prefent you'with 

• cliet, which? without doubt, you. 
. but I add it in thi .. place briefly, 
Jt memory. 
y, that was in the world, ~ 

" verry, the book of Genefis ; bunt 
I that, o~ all the boqks that have 

• ~'Pge, thoCe of China are the firft 
ubiilhed: they name them by way 

I jie Five Volumes ; and the Chinefe 
,.. re facred than the dodrine therein 

)out four thoufa,nd three hundred 
emperor Hoamti, after h.e had inw 
Ct:~ compored treaties of aftrono­
, and medicine . 

..tee hundred years after, they made 
all the ordinances, and writ the 

Yao, a prince recommendable for his 
" and the mighty care he took to 
:1 of govemment in the flate. Chun 
celfors, were no leCs famous; they re­
:remonies of the facri fices, that they 

t r• offer to the fupreme Maller of hea­
he inferior {pints that prefided over 
l.lltains; they divided the empire .into 
:y fix'd their different lituarian, with 
conftel1ations of heavell; they regu­

s that the people were to pay; they 
!ther conA:irutions very wholefome and 
reducing good manners, and very ne­
: publK:k quiet. All thefe things were 
. whatever. thefe three emperors have 
em to pofterity, hath 'been always con­
~ Chinefe as oracles . 

• is, becaufe fame things ever efeape' the 
firlt Jaws, the emperors who reigned a 
n hundred and feventy fix years before 
upon m,ature deliberation. and by the 

,- prudent 
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prudent counfel and advice of their r 1 l 

" themfelves obliged to make an addj " • 
They report that Caotfon, a pririo t 

.. 
• and zeal in religion did infinitely in 

qualities he had received from l1a 

the figure of a man comi~ from h 
awoke, the image remain fo lit 
his mind, that he caufed him to f3'a 
found him at length amongft the n QI 

as this man appltd himfe1f to the 
{eemed to be In piml, and made t. 
regulations, that perfeded the an 
which were again augmented under f 
infomuch that, being all colleaed to 
a. book compared of them which 
• Chu.k.im, which amongft them I 
thority, in reference to the Atlitid 
~d the prophets are among the. 
concems the worfhip of God, and f 

The recond book, which the ( 
for its antiquity, is 3. lo~ C?ntimlll 
odes and poems, compo ed under 1 
third race t: where are defcn"bed 
cufloms of the petty kings of Chin 
the provinces under the empet 
Confucius mentions them with f!;l 
fpea; which makes us incline to JU 
cefs of time they-had been corruptt 
of feveral. bad pieces, fince feveral 
in them very ndiculous, not to fa)\-
founder of the monarchy, compofa.. 
poems of this o;nature; but they 
that what care foever they took 
conftruClion on them, yet have the 
con(e(s that they were not - intell. 

• fcurity ~ fo unfathomable to the mt 

\ 
• The firft book caned CbM-ki,., ~ • f 11K: reamd book-Cbi-kiM, 
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to many fuperfl:itions. The 
a wrong ufe, and make them 

they are to them an inex­
fables and chimeras, which 

J caufe the people to pin their 
However, they have corn­

n, which holds the third rank .... 
ntains the hiA:ory of feveral 
, vices, and maxims of the 
(e been colleCted by Confucius, 
by his difciples. 

I of cuftoms and ceremonies . 
.de of temples, facted velfds; 
'en to their parents., and wives 
ulo"of real mendfhip, civilities 
lity, mufick, war; of funeral 
:houfand other things that re-

' are very ancient, and all the 
Jluthority in the empire, are 00-

lierpre:tations of them. Amongft 
i"S who have taken pains about 
oaJs, none is (0 confpicuous and 
t ; they have a grcatefteem, efpe­
he compiled in four books, up­
which are look'd upOn as the 

remment. There he treats of 
ign.illg, of mediocrity, virtues, 
'l.ature of things, and of com­
.ft tome, notwithftanding, is not 
:. of Confuciu~ as of Mencius 
\i,fe was lees regulu than that 
his Rile more eloquent and 

Befidel 
·llm. t The (ounh t{rh'''· rfi~.· 
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Befides there nine bookS, ~ 

much in vogut; as the univeifal . 
pire, the truth of which is I 

Chin~ than it is in our mon nc 
rope. The books that treat f 

children, of obedience, of loy 
Confucius. You have fome wi 
dicine, agriculture. plants, of I. 

arts liberal and mechanick, c. 
aftronomy, . philo[ophy, and : 
parts of mathematicks. In ff 
romances, comedies, and, wru 
rank, an abundance of treatil 
Bonz.es. concerning the worfhit 
country. which they alter, di 
according as they find it need 
people, and f well their rtvenut 

Of all there books they hay 
libraries, fome whereof were 
forty thouf.'Uld volumes; but 
that antiquity took fo much 
which private perfons had am 
pences, were welI.nigh all , de 
nical order of one emperor. 
or thereabouts, after the death 
to fay, two hundred years befOI 

our, the emperor Chihoamti. il 
and military [cienee, of which 
all his predecdrors, and {lill 
prodigious wall he caufed t 
his territories from the interru 
refolved to e:xti~te all fcienc 
with putting a great, number 
he ordered his fubjeds. upon, 
fire on all the books in the 
that treated on agriculture, m 

This conflagration, the mol 
the rtpublick of letters [ufferc:d 

• 

{, 
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empire, and would in time have 

• polite and accompliJhed ftate, into 
1US and ignorant kingdom in the 
he tyrant's death, the Jove of {ci­
to revive in all mens brcafis, had 
\fure rc~red this Jors. 
V'ho according to cull:om had, du­
learned almoll:. aU there books by 

:I lers to write them faithfully over : 
fo . of them in the tombs, that the 

concealed, to which they gave a 
ubliihing them in another edition. 
:y fetcMl from the graves, and 
,at iqdeed {uffered. great damage 
Torms; however, very ferviceable 
lOured after their reftoration, for 
in fome was intire in others, 
id not keep the new edition from 
lain in fome places fcveral breaks ; 
!l1 inferted into others fome pieces 
erc not in the originals. TheChinefe 
lotice of t hefe faults, and of fome 
nent; but they are fa Cupe-dlitious 
t was handed down to them from 
:y pay reverence even to its faults. 
Iy lord, afford you a light diff'ufive 

~ Chinefe literature, l'hould I not 
:uJarJy of Confucius, who makes 
")'lent of it. He is the moll: pure 
otblne ; he is their philofopher, 
heir oracle; and. albeit he was 

-.. 
... :'lay neverthc:1efs avouch, that. du~ 
C :;ovemed a great" paN; of China, 

had, fince his death} a greater 
me in the adminitl:ration of the 
., the maxims that he had pro~ 
.:. fair examples that he had CX4 

e i~ Rill the model of all honelt 

I 
, ) 

.J 
o men : 
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men: his life hath been wrir by (c 
I fhall report what they commo~) 

Confucius, w110m the Chinefe na 
was born ill the province of OEaml 
ty-feventh year of the reign of t~e I 

four hundred fourfcore and three it:' 
incarnation of our Saviour; the ~~ ii 
ther, that preceded his birth, made ~ 
Tce1Te, which lignifies Ch ild of Son 
)'ived his pedigree from T illY, twent; 
peror of the fecond race: how illull:riIJu( 
family might be by a long {eries of 
came much more fa by the life , 
mall: H e edipfed all his anceftors, I;.: 

llis poficrity a lullre that fiill continu ~t 
than two thoufalld years. China n 
110 true nobi lity but in this family, 1\ 

fped:ed by fovcreigns, who have 11 

thcnc{'. :t.S from the (ouree, the 1:1 
government, and no lefs beloved by 
to whore h:lppincfs he hath fo fuct 
tr;but~d. 

Confucius did not proceed by th( 

e a: I 
,. (., 

grecs of childhood, he feemed ration: ~ 
fooner than other men; for he took ... ,. t 
thing that other children are -fOnd 
gOi:lg abrood. amufements proper !:o 
not at all concern him; he had a· 
rious deportment, that gained him refj 
at that very time, a prefage of wha 
was like to be: but that, which diftir" 
the moft, was i.is exemplary and u 
H e honoured his relations; he endl 
thutgs to imitate his grandfather, ,, " 
jn China, refpeCled and adr.jired b 
e.xemplary falltl:ity ; and it was obi 
he never eat any thing but he pr 
{elf upon the ground, .md offered. it t 

, 
( 

• • 
Lord of heaven. ' ------' 
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a child, hearing his grandfather 

" he came ~ to him; and when 
'u t· '11 , bowing evera1 times to the 

i- au J he Jo boM, fays he, without 
J OWl )'0«, /0 ask you the oc-

r .? Ptrbaps, you art afraid Ibol, 

• ItgltB tbe cort of vir/lit, and , 'r 7.!ict. lVbat put Ihis thought 

r..... 
s Coum-tre to him, and whert 

" " [",ok after . lhis manner .? 

r 'd Confucius; [ atlcn!ivt/y l)toY 
(peak, and I hOVl a/un beard 

'. who by his manner of liv-
ID the reputation of his anal-

p them, and dots '110/ dtfirve 
IPbm you fp()ke after that mall" 

11k 0/ me? and "!light 1101 that 
oubles you? This good old 
.t this difcourfe, and after that 
fquieted. _ 
js grandfafher's dea!h, was a 
rfeem-fe. a famous do~or ot 

tinder the condu~ of fo greaf 
e in a !hart time a mighty 
o wledge of antiquity, which 
In then, as the moll: perfeCt: 
·or the: ancients had like one 
Jffi his life, tho' he Was then 
age : for, difcourfi ng with a 

l ~uality, who fpoke of the 
tab ends of the Chinefe books, 
fomewhat toO fevere a IeCl:ure 
tt that is due td them. 

: ~ oJ, tays Confudust c~htliitf 

') 
~ Imft of which (/Ughl 110/ If) 
tbe leanred : the people woil'" 

~ d they comprebtfld them of timll~ 
• nee of judgmmJs, bJ which tbe .. 

o • j/.pi~ 
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fi upili ort fubjtll to tbe !tarntJf I I ' 
lind uft/ul in human [«itly: UJn't , . 

ly rich, and ('1ually puuxrful, the 
110 f er", if gOVtrnnmfl : but Imt 
a mert jinmgt difiordtr, if men t.I 

inK I rutry tmt Wfrdld he for gfnm I 
'WOuld btlieve bimftlf obliged 10 (jf~ 

Somt time ago, added this wit 
Ibe vulgar fpo1u 10 me tlJ yeu do 
drr 01 ;1; /Jul I admire at prtfi 
as yolt art, jhottld fpta!: 1o me I 
the drtgs of tbe pttplt. This Me( 
think, fhould gain the alfed:ion:l 
M andarine: but confuCian, that 
be thllS gravelled by a child, cl 
that he refolved to be revc:ngec. 
hou(c to be invefted by his men 
without doubt , he woald have 
violence. had not the Icing, who 
given him orders to withdraw. 

\ ¥hen Confucius was a little 
years, he made a colJedion of tl 
maxims of the ancients, which h 
low, and infpire into the people . 

.. was at that time a diftintl kingdon 

• 

in rubjelt:ion to the emperor, go, 
lar laws: he levied taxes, di(poft I 

of trull, and made peace as he 
Thefe petty kings had fometime3 ' WI; 
them; the emperor hirnfelf ftood 
and had not always authority c 

himfclf be obey'JI by them. 
Confucius bei~g pertuaded tlu.t 

nev~r be happy, fo Joug as interef 
falfe policy fhould reign in all rhefc 
fo lvc:d to preach up a fevere mc 
upon men to contemn riches and '. 
and eftcem temperance, jufiice, It 

h·· 
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t~ lem with grandeur and magnanimity, 
t .all the temptations of this life, a fin~ 

P hJe}f the leaft difguife, even in refpett' 
eft rinees; in fine. to reach them a 
th lhould oppofe the paffions, and 
y cultivate reafon and virtue. 

• ,.::h is moA:: to be admired is, That he 
!1' re by his example than by his words; 

11: very where ~ped very conftderable 
'1 h· I labours. Kings were governed by his 
tilt people reverenced him as a faint; eve-

amended him, and even thofe, who 
~ brought to imitate his actions, did 

!I dmire them: but fomctimes he took 
~h a feverity, as his greaten friends 
could never comply with. 

1 _11 to filJ a conftderable place of truft in 
If Lou, iniefs than three months time, 

::rt' fed the charge, he introduced fuch a 
, ..JJlge, that the coul1: and provinces were 

hing than they were before. The neigh­
S began to be jealous; they ptrceived~ 
led by a man of this charat1cr. would 

.. hidifdf too powerful. fince nothing 
ldve to make a nate flourifh than 

U'\ !xad:: obfervance of laws. The king of, 
his minifters, and propounded to them 
o put a fiop to the cariere of this new 

• (fter a long deliberation, this was the 
L:, bethought themfelves of. 
~ a great company of young maids, 
w .!lI educated, ande perfet1y well in-

n .latfoever migh t pleafc. Then, un .. 
f an ambalTy, they prefented them 
f Lou, and to the principal offi­
rt ; the prefent was joy:fully accept­

, :d its fle1i.red effed: ; they' thought 
It of -d:verting the fair ft.rangers ; 

o • for 



198 
for fevcral months togtther there ~a ... 
feafting, dancing, and comedies, and ( 
the only bUhnefs of the court. \, 

Confucius. pert:eiving thll~ the 
would Cuffer by it, endeavoured t 
to themfclves again; but this new t.f 
had (0 charmed them, that all hi 
proved ineffeChl:il : there was no rei ~ 
verity of the philo(ophcr. whether 
no, mult give place to the gallanl~ 
laritics of courtiers. So that he thm 
fraud with his reputation to remain 
a place where reafoll was not lilh 
he refigned up his place to the prina 
pthc: k ingdoms more incli:labJe his 
maxIms. 
. But he met with great obflac1es, 
province to province, almoft: withoUl 
advantage; becau[e the politicbns 
;uu:l the minifiers of princes had no 
.. cpmpetiroT, who was able to lef 
thoriry, or deprive them of the: 
that, forfaken by all the world, he 
d.uced to the utmofi: extremity, in d;1 
fu.rved, or to lore his life by the con 
chievous men. N everthckfs, all the! 
ppt mo.,:e him ; and he wou Id often 
cauft be defended waJ loa good 10 appr 
conft9utnces from il j thaI Ihert. wtJJ 
fo puwerful. thai eQuid burl him ; r. 
f' man;J e/evaud 10 htavaJ by a/hutf 
j t/!ion, he ;J fo f ar fro111 fearing" n 
,lfts 1t()t fo ",ucb aJ bear Ihe nMIt in Ibr 
~ that he was never wear)' of inl 

who loved virtue. A mongO:. a grea 
dj(ciplcs that put thcmrelves. UJ)d~T I 
t:fPploy'd (orne to write a fair hand 0 

~~~fclvcs to argue exaCUr, and to • 
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publick. H e would have otheq; 

• • themCelves a true idea of a good 
'I . 

. " , , he counfeUed thore, for whom he 
r I icula.r kindnefs, to govern them-

(el c .utivate their minds by meditation, , 
o 1 !it hearts by virtue. 

• 
would he often fay, came from 

pur-e and pcrfttl, in prouls of t;mt, 
r,ons and tvil examples have corrupt-
i" the re-injlaling iI, and giving il 
tly.' nnd, tbal we may be per/eff, , J /0 tbat point, from 'whence we have 

Heaven, and foll(JW all the orders ()f 
il. L f)'IJt your neighbour as YOllrfolf; 
rel/fts /0 be the rule of ),our (olldu!l, 
{on in all tbings .' it will infiruEI J'Ol! 

I} [peak di[cru//y. and to perform alt 
y. He ft:n t fix hundred of his dif-
rent places of the empire, to re-
rs of the people; and not fztisfy'd 
wn country, he often took a ~fo-
ae feast and extend his doCtrine to 
[ the univerfe. T here is' (carte any 

• l> ed either to his zeal, or to the purity 
they were fo fuperlativc. M eth inks 

.'aks like a dotl:or of the new law~ 
a man that was brought up in the 

:he law of nature: and that, which 
,at bypocrify had no fhare in what 

I ... t his aaiolls neve. bely'd his n1ax-
: gravity and mildnefs in the ufe of 
rigorous abftincncs (for he pafs'd for 
I,n of the empire) his contempt of 

)S of the world, that coatinual at-
chfulnefs over his ad:ions, and then 
not among t.he rages of antiquity) 

I d modefty would make a man apt to 

• ras Dot -a meer philoropher f,,{med by - o ~ reafon~ 
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reafon, but a. man infpired by . 
mation of this new world. 1 

The Chinefe report, that he h r 
(aying in his mouth, It is in tbe Ih 
fain t is juund: ana this {entente 
upon the fpint of the leamed, tht. 
after the birth of our Saviour, t' 
ti, touched with thefe words, ar:d \ 
image of a man that appeared to 
coming from the Welt, Cent J 
way, with find: orders to contit 
till they fhould meet the faint wI 
aciuainted him with. 

t was much about the fame time­
preached the chrilban faith in the: In 
thefe Mandarines had followed h; 
venture China might have received 
preaching of thi. .. apoftle. But thr: 
rea, that they feaml, made them rt t 

ifland, where they found t.he idoll 
had corrupted the Indies (everaJ yL ~ 
his damnable dod:rine : they lean 
ons of the country, and, at their ~ 
gated idolatry and atheifm in all the 

Confucius lived fecretly three ) ..:; 
the latter end of his days in.. fo 1'0 

the wickednels that reigned arnol 
H e has been often heard to fay. 
is f allen, alld till high tdi}ict was j 

note that the g.rand Iyflem of per 
had eretl:ed with fa much care in 
was as good as ~overthrown. Ki1fJ 

• day, during his laO: ftcknefs, do 
maxims j J do '10 g{;Od i1t tbt won , 
;s timt I/hOfJId bpart oul of it. 
moment he fell into a lethargy tI 
{even days, at the end of whic'h. ... \ 
Ibe ghoft in the embraces of hi, r " . 
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• 
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or ily 0/ -tbe Chin.re. 20 r 
• ted. by'the who1e empire, that from 

\onoured him as a faint, and inBu­
..nth..a veneration of him, whidi in 
ill never have an end but with the 
have built palacts for him after his 
provinces, whither the Jearned at 
to pay him honours. There are to 
1 pJa.ces thefe titles of honour writ 
s, Y o the great Majler . 'If) . the beat! 
Sailli . To him who laught EmptrorJ 
Jwever, which is very extraordinary,. 

• ' ~ever deify him; they, I fay, who 
quality of God, or, as they (peak. 
re fpirits to many Mandarines, much 
as jf Heaven, that had given him 

lrmation of manners, was unwilling 
ordered life, fhould, after his death, 
on of fupcrftition and idolatry. 
~ to this day in China mimicks that 
the life, and pretty well agree with 
h left us concerning him. He was 
~; he had moreover upon his fore­
or a k ind of wen, that disij~red 

-nade others often to take notice cf 
otherwife his ftature was fa comely 

,hie, his behaviour fa grave, his 
nd fbrill, that if he (poke with never 

one could not chufe but be affi::~, 
th refpe8::: but the maxims of rno-

( atteTed hue and there in his works~ 
aples took care to coiled, draw a 

.'ly and advantag~us portraiture of 
would need an intire volume to re-­
have taken t he few foHowing out 

ofeel by one of the principal Manda. 
ire, who rules at prefent In Pekin. 
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. Maxinl I. t. 

Btout] is no/ to be tkjirtd h] • wiJ 
Confucius, going to fee the king or 

found him with a lord his favourite whC' 
"beautiful. The king, fa foon as he fa w no 
faid to him (miling, COll!u( ius, if I~ 
could be changed, I would wiUingly gi." .J 
prouty of Ihis )'oung ,our,ier. Si$, anfwt' 
Jofopher, thai is 1101 the fbi,,! 1 wijh; h 
f orm of a man is of little ufo /0 the public) 
do you dejirt/hm. (aid the prince? J df /", 
fays .he, in ail the 'Mmbers of tbe emp '" 
Jjmmttry that malen up the beaut) of fhi 

and ketps tbe body 0/ tbe }late from defo~ 
Maxim II. 

A man IIIufl kcep wi/hill bounds, if"t mtt. 
So (oon as he underftood that his mat 

he came hito his country to pa.y his I 

• 
• 

• 

7J 

her; he wept for her bitterly, and fIX" "' ......... r •• 
without eating, which was perhaps tOl 
philofopher of that country thought. j 
who [aid to Confucius: As for me, Ii 
dQys wilhuttl taking /ufittIlVlu. upon I) 
Telatio,u; and ),ou, who IJre grandfon 
whom all the world (afts Ibeir eyes 10 J 
imilatt him, you haVt fal;sfitd yourftlf 
QbjJinmce. Confucius auCwered hU 
bavt bten tnjointd by 'ht ancienls 10 TO ~ 
(rttl, andfiir up Iht backward. I I h 
,-btditnt Jo tbe laws, if 'we woultJ noJ g 
'n JhiJ golden mean thaI wiJdflm co'!; 
fIIay ftt'Ver firay ow of ii, rtmember 1/ 
811 exce[s, alld tbal plrlr:fl;on bath its 

MaJcim III. 
A malt ought to change 0[111' , if be u; 

in '(vi/Mm. 
A penon of 9uaJity [aid one day 

rOlir grand/alher waJ lIMJtr Wanl;ltz '. • 
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great ptrio"l; nevertbeleft his 
r¥ obtained, or gol [oqling : H(1W 
I y()ursjhollid be jol/()'Wed?/uing 
' gravity 'which is 'Very rough t. 
pmeJi1fJeI 1o ballgblinefi; TbiJ 
,kome al princes cOllr l s. E'Vef] 

._ 'N'ere.d Confucius, in my p-and .. 
pd offiurJ wtre po/ile ; /bey dt. 
ont ice-pI hisjlation; to irji1tZlate 
ffdlioHS, jt beb()'/)ed a man /0 be 

. ~ lilee Ibtm. AI this day mtn value 
d baugbtint/s, wbtrtwilh princes 
'beir officers j II man ought /0 

-/, tbal he may be in a capacity 10 

would ceafc fa to be, fhould he 
.e men of former times a8:ed. 
Maxim IV. 
, always the greald/11Jf:n in Ib, 

kingdom. 
g to the court of one of the kings 
. well received. This prince aJ.,.. 
mcnt in his palace, and came to 
uelf; at the end of the vifir he 
mIt not for noJb;'Jg into my fiatt; 
dtfign 10 do tne lome good. My writ 
I tIm but an unprofitabre man, yel 

2jefty will but follow my counft/~ 
worft for I.t: my inltnt is 10 pre/tnt 
fill tbe principal placts of ),l)Ur flaie. 
·f, fays the prince, Who are thty ? 
u fllt of Q bufoandman, is a man on 
y. The king bu~ out a laughing; 
J bpjbandman? I have not emploJ­
he lords of my court, and would ),Oll 

lDOllrer i1ll0 tnyfiroice. 
her, without being moved, replied, 
~adts and conditions, altw' ;1 ;s Tnorl 
d 10 a 1I1MH (g"diliol1: 'We have two 

~i"g~nl! 
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kingdoms in the 'mpirt thaI haw .. 
labourers·. H'bat incon'lJtnimce 
oJ thaI ,barafltr gwtrft yours? • 
t Ollrl balh hitherto Jupp/y'd yo.cl 
of t'l)i/ minifltrs ; [ufft,. a country 
with a wife man . Tou want fflJ} 
piau alltbe Iot,ds that encllmpa/s, 
were rewarded, you wquld fi*~ 
placts thlm ojJictYf ; nay, and pa, 
t o call for labwrtrJ to Jupply tbe!}" 
of the nobility does n~t furnilh 
m en, the great men that may be 
people mull: be chofen~ and of 1 

po[ed the body of the nobility. 
M axim V. 

A [mall fault often dtnotts t, 
H e one day advifed the king 0 lJ 

tam great officer at the head of ). 
~ing excufed him~lf for not clair 
being formerly a Mandarine, he 

I . ~gs from a country fellow. A m • 
• hiS autborily, fays he, dtjtr'Vts nol 

mand. 'lbefo fintimtnls of equity, 
are 'Viry laudable. in a king; but pt 
,.int's modtratioll, tbat flol! bullW 
he admired. Such 11 [mall fault, in ,. , 
man, JeHOltJ in him great qualitl 
prudent prince makes uft of his fu~ 
ment. as a carpenter ,ifes timotr in 
ntJl rejell one good beam, hecauft tli 
provided it he Jlrong enough to fuppe 
1 wOlild not ad-uifi your majrjly, for 
of eggs. t lJ turn off a captain, whr­
two realms. 

Maxim VI . 
.II wift prince will be no great fptakt I 

opini~" firjl . .. 

< • 

• 

, .. 
• 
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(jl'e day held a council ill prefence 

he {poke of (orne affairs with 
that his minifters applauded 

r ~lIowed him to be in the right, 
him, without morc ado. At 
{aid to Cpnfucius, What's yMir 

! we have la1m in our /ajI tkli"!­
m philofopher, 1 do nol ptruivt 
Tlberattd : Y(JU JPoke witb Q great 
'nijltYT, vtry dtfirous to p!taft YOII, 
led the difcourft; they have told 
t their own i, and, whm you aJ­
I I flill txptfltd tbe btgimting of , 
the fame king alked him his ad­
! yrefent government: He an­
, Jptaks ill of il. <]'bat is my dejin, 
tbat, fir, is what you ought not 

...:anfucius: Whm a fie! ptrfon is 
Jitb j/atttring promifts uf ptrftO 
r from deatb ; a man is bound 10 

(tbe de/etls of the mind, with lDe,/ 
~OVtr 10 Ihe phyjhian Ihe maladies 

Maxim VII. 
/urword apace, buaufi IhI right 

foe flurtt}l; on tht contrary, the 
4rriv(s laur at his tnd, buou]! be 
r and crooked patbs. 
)uei confefi"o:l to Confucius, that 

fo fine as wifdom; but the ~diffi.­
it difcouraged the moll: refolute, 

':>eft Mpofed mihd.. A, for my 
ba'f)t uftd mdtavours, but all in 

tJ to Irmnml myftlf no Itmgn- about 
reel of poli,y will f"pply Ib, del'"~ of 
is lItctffary 10 g(J(JdgOVtn';1tg. Sir, 

tO$, -,is mit, Wlfdm is fi4uJ lin fI 
- . - lofty 
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lofty pIau, but tbe road 10 ~il.;t "PI. Yo l 

imagine, it grow; plaintr ahd p/a11l 
,ott go on; and, once gal at iIi (m, '4' 
DIll running great daHglr to faN dfJfJ. 
in ruch a/ort, that a wift ma.n cam 
without doing vio/met to himfoifTn fa 
. But do you think thflt 4 prince bJt 
be marchu in the indiret1 pili Of 
knavijh policy! AU theft refimmen-;., , 
plt:l# the [pirit: and bow /hall ont diJi 
None mIff into a mauwith()ut dong, 
loft ),our way tbert; and, if you chi 
is aJtty 4 great ""111J wanderings, 
di/quillS of mir.d. 'Take you which 'U 

for me, fiY, Jam perfuaded, thaI iii , 
tnent, folid Imd conjlant virtue got; 
moft [ublle and rf{fi1ud policy. 

Maxim VlII. 
rrho[e, who drjire the mqft perfetl jllll 

[torch tbe p"[lfliun of the flale, 1 
...,,-Would )'fJU be fix'd in the world' 

-1 mind, that to take ttp a new (Ol 

- thing tift but /0 paft from one IrM. 
A prince, being wrought upbn 

Confucius led, perceived thore firfI: ( 
fpringing up in his he:pt, that a -g<x 
good examples are wont to infufe int 
when theY' have not been yet conut 
merce of the world. He went to {­
told him, That bt was rljo/'Ued III j 

10 beromt ont of his diftiplts ; for, I 
are a thoufand forcrows 10 be undergo 
of life~ whtrein 111) bittb rngagtlb 11 I 

fitm! 10 me full of /WUll1tft a'id dtlit 
Sinct 'lil Ibe /WettHeft you look for 

fwered Confucius, I jbould flot at 
"pon i l: a man o/Imth"es 1nt(IS 'i.();Jb .. 

1\ 
y-.:J 

\. 
• 
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~,-' which bath inJPireti me with 

life, bath bun plet'ltd /0 [rna 
'Yule. Be a kil1K, and do 1101 fotk 
, bill ralber, if you be not wil­
ates, behave yourfelf gallantly 
" j but fight more courageoufly 

and agai.ttft being in love with If you have not a mind to de-

Maxim IX . 
. t, and wlJUlJ do all, PU/ Off1fU11t} 

f fill/he next day. 
:0 him one day, 1 cart/ully apply 
pud), I omit nothi"t whtrtby to 
, and yet J make j-na!l progrif.;. 
to him, Omit jomelhing, and ,'IOU 

~rogrt/i Amon~~ all tbaft tbat 
JfJt, did JOu ron- fie one tbal ran? 
1 go orderly to work, and not de-

• ..vhicb is not lui/able to )'aur ahi/i. 
labour will be uftltft. 'flJt fo: ·J!f' 
'umfilvfS to tbe moft eafy tbings ; 1 
tragt andjlrrngtb /0 grapple with 
., by lillie and lillie they become 
ho like you would do all in one 
their life : On the other hand, 

lply themfelvcs but to one thing, 
1 that they have done all. 

MaxirnX. 
Idtr tbtlt tbe wift man wa/lujl(J'Wer 
'rluc, tba,J tbe jlJ man does in that 
"rries, and wiJdom guider. 
ds . complained ~of the {maU pro­
-virtue ; I have labour'd, {aid he, 
o imilate tbe primitive Jaints, and 
; bad 1 but never fo little applied 
Wj(kid, aNd follow their example • 

[ 
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I jhouJd have rid . a -great dean G 
/p4(;t i wbJ is il nol fo lafy 10 4 
"Virtllt as in vice ? 

nisj! no wond", fays Confuciu l 

and 'Vice is ;n the /()'lJ)tjt platt. fit ~ 
t ime to go upward, ont minutefidl" 
pruipiCt. Hfl'Wt'Uer, It t mt inlreal 
/elf b, abuftd by tbi, jinnlng ,aji eft 
ont is former Ji/trmitud to roil th ~ 
Me rtpmts ()f il of lmg/h, i l is a 
Ibn-e is Itft IrOHblt 10 do well, tban 

Maxim XI. 

" • 
• 

t.rrue nooilily dots 'lOt con/i./l in blo. " 
we art truly high alld grea/, wb IV 
our growling witb tbe rtjl of mQl 
Confucius, feeing a man carry a 

told them who detylanded the reafe 
tbal might bO';)t tafily prife1"'lJttJ i. t 
1Iolw;/bjlanding, by (omplying with ~ 
lures of a dtea/lul bail; yet thiJ fifi 
huauft jht' has nol rtaJon; bilt art 

·-!tt virlUt lbal is much mort prectou 
\ Jing tbeinfthm be calcbed by the h 
things and 'Vanity of tbe wor:1d pr, 
If we Icnt'W what we wanted, we j 't: 
tottrfos to obtain il. Would you be ri, 
thing, 114)', ~.Jen the contempt and fi 
y01l: T hat man is mifed to a pitch 
when calumny and reproaches cann 

Maxim Xl . 
],1 tbej4u wh"ein we are, ,"iron 

(onjifts 1101 fo much in nol [alling, 
as u[ftn as we foil. 
2:"ou art very bappy, Con/uci.u , 

darilles that he inftrud:ed, , ecaufe an 
dtgru of 'Virtut; it is a 10llg lime, 
./iNa JflU lefl j],t ; as frir us, whm 

, ,,-
/><.." • , 

is 

j 

.. 
• 
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il]cof ii,e 1:!hinete. 26~ 
d b,mj thtl'l pf!i!es ,1101 a day but 

t·· raMe faIr/Is. A!tlxl t"flery fault 61 
~ '01J!r.tius; ytJU are ;'01.10 UltDapPy oj 

j;/J!fnl many : l (Jur lif~~ III Wt(~ as 
"It] ; the way if diffiN/II, and cur 
t51.aJ!i01tJ; / urnijlm bu/lilll, lighl 
mea'ns .is tbert /0 o'IJoidjlumblht& 
~t rj wbm. one gets up agQi~ ' the 
~, bat does nol quitt pul i/ off 
It wf)ulJ be an unhappinif..r for 1114 

but ont; HIlt the wicked Ihal fall 
the firft prrcip;u ~f them ; but 
~/ cQnthllu /hdr woikirtg, fall oftm. 

• 

Maxim XIII. 
~ pi his own f aults; he wOld:l blujh 
t)'tJ of olJi"s, what be appttlrs 10 

one daY1 9'hai liotflt'e, ;11 btjlow-
11m 10 behold :be beauty of bodtu, 
~ Ibm, Ihol are able to fie "'indJ~ 
'cre/s of heart.s : thus virtut alld I 
um/ounded {n tbe, wprld. 
r ou ahd I jhotild be in ;; lb,/"i 
nol flJl/hart OJ 10 that matlt;', 
:ure oft;- O'I.W; Jailings and weak:. 

by,it than you art awart of ~ / pY 
phil%p!?" would fitjJer more 10 

be wicked man to appear vicious. 

vl':ixil\o XIV. 
reI[ to oth(l'sJ ;Vilb". good nor 
cau[e they will not bclit7Je JOu i 
'bty. kho'w more a/ttad; thaH.]'01I 

) day 10 h~ difciples, who tool< 
to bJame memfeJves : to which .. 
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For a man 10 con/eft his fa l SI ' 

'/Jed for them, is motkjly. • 
'fo Illy tbem opm to his Ir,' n . • 

confidenct. • "'" 
To reprove b;mfelf for tbem ;s 
But Jo go preacb them 10 '{if'f. 

have not a grellt care~ a piecl of 1 
By this fcand ing of ,ConfJ.;ius's e1l1oi'Ophy 

may judge, my lord, that rea~ :!( t~and 
of all places. Seneca hath (poker l.4i. ',S t,. ,or. 
and had I the leirure, as I have a f) J!'~k<", 
intire colleCtion of t he maxims c oli r. , 
peradventure no requifite wbuld )' ~ IJ 

him a place amongft our fages u .,. I 
at lean, my lord, that the port r oA.Cr 
ed, may not difpleafe you: • ,. 
this day, as mucp a philofop,' I3JD u: 
he would be fen fi ble of the at lOU J 
afford him. Such a tellimony;u, c\nr, 
always li neere, mull: needs do to ttl 
greatcfl: men. Perhaps hitherto , 

."....", not jufily vaJued what is fo mu 
EaR : but, fo foon as you {hall F f'. 

with your efl:eem. every bod: 
that antiquity hath not flattered j t 

na, in choofing him for a maft...¢. 
done juftice to his merit. 1 a 
found refpcct, 

10m' Graoe's fT 
o 

• 

.' . 
' . . . "\ .. , • 
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2It jemf" of fh, Chinefe. 

TTER VIII. · 

~~rjpeatiX, SlCr~fllry oj Statt: 

~araBtr of tbe flltl and '['empt!" 
, Ibe ~hinefe . 

vhich I have the honour to write 
Ie myfelf 0I11y to treat of what 
rhr character and geni4s of the 
Faufe I forget the obligation i 
~ou an exaCt: account of all the 
acquainted with in our voyages ~ 
I could not m~)I-e fitly begin to 
t han by entertaining YOu; at the 

.r which naturally ought to be 
captain would I.nore willingly 

Nar5, and of the bravery of the 
tier of tpe gentility qf the C~ 
Ian has ruch extraordinary parts 
s he~ to a nmiJy t~at has aJ ~ 
• by its infight into fro:iences. and 
anagement of the man impor-
pc to believe that one could not 
!". can be more proper; and mOle 

of the habitable world, there 
does not ftand upon his wit 
~ftentimes the moll: barbarous 
!fore the mo~ polite and ac­
in'habitants of the Cape of 

we cannot reprefent to our-
ind of horror, whom we can 
lClve to rank amongft men, 
pon the Europeans as {laves, 

lndel"$ as no _ other than a 
p ~ com· 



2 12 <J'h, particular Ch1rotf . 
company of llupid fellows,' ftol' 
thod of government. The peqp I 

phyfiognomy is weU enough kn/,, ' 
have in the Indies fouls ada~k fa 
do uCually fay, That H eave'f'r 
benefits and natural qualities, (lu. 
French the bravery and fcit;lU 
Englifh, the art of navigation 
a particular knack in ' trading; t 

wifdom of well-governing; but 
wit to t he people of Siam. 1-
mated it tG us, perhaps we {h01 

(uch a reflexion, for it is a difc( 
to them. After all, we muft 
Chinefe, who term all t he peopk 
have rt(crved to themfelves the 
have bel ieved themfelves to be, 
the moll: intelligt!nt nation in the 

T here is no quell:ion to be 01: 

inger-iolls people, but methinks 
~een truly acquainted with tM 

fee their libraries, univerfities, t . 
her of theiT doctors, their obferva 
they take to be exatt-.in'"their .ahre 
be apt to conclude, that this nt. 
genious. but perfectly well Vcrs' l 
cnccs; that they have a vall itt 
a genius for every thing. Nev~ 
thefe four thoufnnd years, they h 
pences to learned and expert men 
tune of an infinite number of 
their good pa~ yet have they 
man, of great atchievtments" in 
they h&ve difcovered all thefe pt'l 
out troubling themfelves to dig I 

peaceably, (or fo many ages, U 
moll knowing men in the worh 
no body but ':fho are more igno", 

• 

. I • • 
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lOii,.'\m;lV Cafely aver, without of.:. 

amongll: the qualities, 
reCped:ively inriched the 
have not (hewed that (pi-

which is fa neceJTary 
to the fearch of nll­

logick which we have fa 
, that we in France 

of perfeClion, 
or the of human un­
a yet will never get admittance in­
; and, maugre all the natural pride 
n, they will not fl ick to confers, 
matters, the Europeans will in all 
. be their mafters . 
litofophy they have; it is likewife 
.;/ down certain principles for the 
npofition of bodies, their proprie­
Neither ar.e they alto~ether igno­

I nay, they grant a circulation of 
"'t10urs; but all their notions are fa 

and moll. an end (0 falre, that.t . 
~ lace to particularize them. 
ide is more perfea, altho' they . 
of the cypher, as we do, which 
of great ufe. They do not pmc­
arithmetick by calculation; but 
nent compofed of a little board a 
lPg, crefs which they"fcore ten 01" 

d lines or fricks, upon which are 
-cable buttons; by putting them 
panting them one from another~ 
..fi as we do, br counters; but 
..ext&ity and eafinefs, that tht.::y 
:It a man, let him read a book of 

/'aft. At the end they find the 
:ci, which they have a certain 

P3 Their 



214 'Fbe parlicula~ c~a . 
Their geometry is very • 

ed to a very few propofition., l~ t 

of algebra, which they refo}v \\ 
principles, and that ~:mJy by il~ uc 

They pretend tc! be the in\" ' c. 
to have heretofore carried it t 
tion: but either they ar6 m' 
quite loll:. it l for tha.t thty p Ct 
imperfeCt, that it does not fa liJ 
name of mufick. 

As for ~tonomy, it ml;lA: be-c e 
did people in the world addiet 
funtly to it. T his (cien~e is bel 
abundance of obfervations; but t 
ports them in general, hath not 
(cend to particu1ars, which wou 
the reaping ~ I the benefit fuel 
to promife. H owever, it hath 
able ~o {X?fterity. We have abO\ 
as well of the eclipfes and come 
that make good their chronology 

-rtb the perreaing of ours. 
Altho' their tables were impel t 

been very ferviceablc to regulate t 
a certain continuance of Y~t 
,!,cre obliged to make fome alf" 
becaufc they di~ not exa~l y agro 
till, in the ~ginning of this e,en 
fome !kill in our aftronomy, T 
have every way rtiformed their k 
finers has made them fo famous, 
that ftnte, that nothing hath fi 
to fettle religiou ~m that country, 
it in the various circumftances .of 
lain under. 

If Crun'a hath been deficient 
-.uaticians, they have at leaa"had 
l!<~ufe, for the well f~ccl;Cdin~ 

" ___ -W...:I 
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, ble deceiver, and to have a 

• h d mdy, whjch no nation can 
la. ,etc. have been for thefe rna-

untebanks by profeffioll, who 
nfi kt they have in the motion and 

, the philofophers ilone, and 
'he m~k. in the almanack, every­
lnd had"'9ays for building, mar-

.;,0 "t;:.king jOllmies ami voyages, and' 
jans, the (uceefs whereof depends 
wifdom and di(cretion of men, than 
ce of the heavens. -
tries fearing leA: they might afcribe 

.,ld ridiculous fupetftitions to them, 
.ike -them the authors of the kalen­
hr-mfelves obliged to m;j.ke a publick 
7 little hand they have in the mat­
Red that they abfolutely condemned 

tl. emperor, that is not fubje8: to thefe 
; willing they fhould explain them­
..lat bunners, for his particular farif--. 
h not been quite negleded and Jail 
ufe they wanted phyficks, or nat~ral 
anatomy, the foundation of it, they 

. great progrcfs therein; yet muA: it 
~ Iat they have acquired a particular 
hat hath made them famous in the 
mpetor H oampti compofed a treatife 
Dve four thoufand years ago -. Ever 
the phyficians of China have look'd 
';e as the foundation of all medicine. 
e -pulfe aftet [uch~ manner as would 
Mile that is not accuftorned to it. 
e app~'d their four fingers along ~h~ 
e prels'd ftrongly and uniformly the 

l' + l'"pen~ 

_ .. _-'_ .... 
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patieues wrift, they relax 
till ihe blood, that was fiOF'P't 
retaken its ufual courfe 
they begin again to preIs the ' ... d 
fontinue a confiderable time 1 
men that intended to touch , 
inftrum~t, ~ey' rife and 

Jy one after anoth"":~',el~:;i~ 
fometimes flower, fe 
as the artery ,an(wers to the toue 
fi cian moves, ~nd till ~he Cheng 
der. and, atiler (ymptoms of the 
i~hey pretend that there Bev 

traordin~-y accident in the confii 
ter thl? blood~ and confequen~ly 
ilJ1prcffion upon the velrds. II 
tofoning and arguing that they I 

point, as by a long ex~rience, 
diico\'ctS to them all thefe wane:: 
theory and {peculation. 

When they. have a long time 
'Xhc voice of nature, that expl::t.inr 
tngs of the pulfe, they perfe8:ly 
thofe differences, which to oth; 
ble. The pervigilium and letha 
tite, or delire to eat. the head-:aci 
mach, fulners or cmptinefs; aU

I 

pr the effed: of Corne difternper in 
So that its motion will be at t 

quel1t or quicker~ fuller or weake. 
gular. Sometimes 'there will be 
tremblingt caufed by the ebullition 
of the humours; \Vhich may b;e 
bell> thai; t",mbles after ·it hath 1>­
i:im~ alfo the ~{tery will not bear 
~well by lin lc and little. By pt' 
inweover be able to perceive fever 
~10t declare themf~)yes to the hal 
~ -" . ,. .. . 

, . 
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:J..' • Ino the circulation, whi~h "is fuf'T ... 
:il, 'ch begins again immediately I?'. . ~ • 

, ' h . fi e will give occafion tp judge . . , ,Il Ife i Qf the dlfpofition of the 
~ ion there performed, of the; 

"" re prepared, of the abila, 
, its pa es, of grofs and crude . 

• reh _ ges of the nature of the 
..1u~h rarify it, and precipitate tran~ 
ChiQefe phyficians pretend to haY, 
;nce, diftinguilhed all thefe djffcr~ 
lnd to h;lve been able to know aU 
that: are incident thereto; fo that 

~ atient's hand a quarter of an hour 
aes the right, fometimes the left, t of them at the farne time. And 
'ley were infpired, they llay the 
rt nt'ller troubled with the a~acb .. 
b an beov inefs that bath made you 
Tou htl".Jt It# Jutr appetite, yuu will 
within tbrte days prtciftly. 'Ibis 

nflt, )'fJtlr bead will be frur ; ),our'" 
in in tbe belly, 1m/if! you have eaten' 
; tbis indifpofitioR williaft five da)'!, 

Jill uafe. And (0 for other fymp-
lady, which they find out or pro~-
~oxafrly, when they are expert In t e 
fC?r' others, they are commonly fal(e 

t be quefl:ioned after all there teftimo. 
w but that in this refJ>(Ct they have 

9.ordinary, nay, and even wonderful: 

'" .n fhopld always fniftruft them, and '. , " , foo mucll upon his guard againft 
they make ufe of all means i!nagina~ 

· n'i:lves fecr.et1y infl:ruCl:ed concerning 
mdition before they viftt them. Nay, 

• • 
mning (tQ get ~emfelves reputation) 

" 
~ , ~ 



as to feign a kind of 
they themfelves procure 
me, that, (ending for a 
cure him of a wound, 
the malady was 

injinuQud into tb.tt )'!:'i,,:i~:l;;~~ 
duct a gangrene, i/ 
nol fetch'd (Jul : 
(iUmry that had Ihis arcanum, and .~ 
pratiice for his Jaltt, pr(J"Ilided be WQ1 

him a conjiderabk fum of money. TJ 
promifed him he would not; and pa 
it beforehand. But this cheating 
divers unprofitable medicines, entan 
little wonn in his plaifter. which he 
hour after in triumph, as if it came II 

wound. His companion, that gil 
the management of this bufinefs, atb 
it, but it was too late ; and t he c 
forted up himfe1f more eatily for t1 
putation, thiUl the tick perfon £01 
money. 

However the cafe mlly ftand as 
of the Chinefe phyiicians, yet c 
they predid: the difterpper ea1ier tl 
and men die in theil" hands as;tb 
They' prepare their own reme4ie; 
confifl: of piUs j which, accordin~ 
pared, are either fudorifick, purge t 
mours, fortify the ftomach, fupprefs 
reft.ring~t, dlfpofe to evacuation; ) 
by {loo!' They do not let blood 
clyatt, but finceothey have ~ had 
with the phyficians of Macao. 1 
llpprove the remedy, but name it 1 
BdrIJlrr;.,,,s. They apply rupping~ 
upon the fcapul~, but alfo upon 
f wage the pain of the chqli,~. 

, 

• 
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Itler aKa perfuaded. that the 

~
caured by malignant and cor­

,t flipp'd into the mu(cles, and 
. rts of the hQdy : the molt: fure 

,~m is to apply, in different 
i or buttons of fire : this is 

y. Once I feemed to be fur­t en a Chinefe raid, alluding 
4 ~ treat you in Europe with tbe 

'1Itlrl)'Y tLS by fire; Ibis mode wit 
bUlluft phyfidam ful 1101 tbe 

and tire not werle paid for tor­
'Curing us. 
ether or no they might have 

edy of the Indians ; or whe­
Jnfe\ves might not have received 
phyficians ; but they pretend in 
,:ures all difeafes: this perfuafion, 

in, makes every day a great 
~r"ns) whom they cauterize upon 

maladies that are not curable, 
The people of the country, but 

• are much troubled with a via­
the Portuguefe call Mordetchin. 

c indigeftion of the ftom,!lc~, and 
.oJ the moll: part, with continual YO-

.ipes it prodnceth are cruel, and the 
Jh often deprives them of their wits. 
lfallibly mortal, if they do not reme-
0110 wing manner: They lightly appl y 
-hot to the foles of the feet ; if the 
'Y figns of feelin'k. they pafs ~o fur­
"Ured! if he be infentible of this fuft 

·1 ly it on harder. and ftill continue 
burning unmercifully to the very 

lefifting, till the patient complain, 
nd to the malady and remedy. But 

, if 



if the fire, h;o~w~~~~~9fr~:::(~ {dt, they S~fpair of ~ 
the patient dies. 

Amongft all the Chiinn:'
r 
d~~~ 

fa much dleemed as c( 
with all forts of them, and 
they confift for the moft 
roots. Their fimples ."". nu,li, 
people of the country . 
aU of them fovereign ape"' ~ " 
brought along with me hither neal r" 
defigned in their natural colours and 
ing to thofe the emperor caufed to k 
his ~Ioret. Father Vifdelou, one 0 r ts 
his majefiy rent thither Anno 168 v 1 ud 
u{X>n the tranflation of the Chinefe r.ba.l1~· 
in are all the virtues and qualities tht(e.pbnra, 
explained. This father, who . 
~If in the knowledge of t ~:id" 
~dd, P.'lrticular reflexions of his 
no quefiion but what, he fupplil 
",il~ 'enri~h our bo~r", l\lld [an 
cuneus. 

Amongft thcfe (lmples there 
fpeak of beforeh.nd, the firfi is t 
as they call it in China; they ar ~ 
their opinions, touching the pro: 
to itl Some do maintain that 
ones i; others, that it is but a fan 

. of the Europeans, that are alwa 
ve1ties, and put ~ va,lue upon 
not underftand: in that, as i 
where men do not ·~ { ~l. 
the middle pat~, 

" Thet is a corrupt word of the 
~ <;:illed 7fba; it. i:s ~ wrw 0{ ~ ~ 

. ' -
, 
'i • 
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f~JeCt neither to .gout, fciatiC8.t, 
imagine, that Thee preferves 
d empers. The Tartars, that 

II lick, and fuH"er continual 
ever they give ovet drinking 

. ay have plenty of it, they 
ror with almoft all the 

remo t his cavalry; when any 
h a vertigo that overcharges the 
felf extremely relieved fa foon as 
If to Thee. I n France there are 
! that find it good for the gravel, 

; nay, fame pretend to have 
sout by it, alrnoA: miraculoufly .. 
lIe has been its eJfed. All this 
5 no chimera and conceit. Nay" f of it fleep the better, which ar­
proper to fupprefs fumes: fame 

.r take it after meals, without ex· 
'Vous effe&; their digeftion is in­
Jrbed; and they find, a long time 
ld a troublefome repletion. O thers 
it neither in gout nor fciatica. A 

that it dries, makes lean, and that 
that, if there be any good qualities 
rt of other leaves would in a man­
.fame effect Thefe experiments 

rirtue is not fa unlverfal as people 

y opinion, one fhouJd fpeak mode­
.dt as to its good and bad qulllities. 
rater alone is a. gpod. medicine againlt 
ure of which they attribute fo Thee ; 
veral people that are exempt from 
.:uOes, becaufe they are ufed to drink 
~everthele(s, it is ccrtain, that Thee 
~ nature, for it attenuates hard vithl­
.t ia &iled, and confequently is pro-

0...;: .... ___ pc, 



~22 'J'h. particular Qh"r"alil,,·~· 
.. per for digefiion, that is ~ 
which alfc proves., that it . 
that Jiquo~, impregnated vll,1 h r" " 
carry off, and more ea1i.Jy "rel""",t 
heres to the tunicles of the 
lity is proper to 
put into motion thofe 
to evacuate others, 
fo that Thee, with caution, is a ,'e 
~tho' it be not (0 dfeduaJ. nor un J ( ,t 
the temperament of certain perfons, 
the. diftemper, together with cetta 
tions, may many times retard the ,. 
fruf1::rate its virtue: 

To ufe it with benefit, it is reqUl li.tt ~ ,.. i 
for there is more than one fort of t . TJ. r of th" 
province of Xenfi is coane, harJh, ,., un 
The Tartars drink of it: there is m 1iI~' 
a {honger menfiruum than to the ( 'UI\ 

they feed. on raw flelh. It is exceedi, 
co~ntry, a pound of it will coft thrO" 
fame province there is found a partiell . 
more refembling mofs, than the le: 
and they pretend that the olden is .... , 
in acute diftempers. They likewjfL 
lick people a third fort, whofe lea've 
and thick, and its goodnefs increafe: n 
to its being kept; but th:lt is not the 

That which they commonly drink 
no particular name, becaufe' it is gath 
in different territories and foils: it i 

' fufion is re4difh, the tall:e faint and i , 
ter : the people ufe "it indifFerently at t 

day, and it is their moft ufual drink 
But perfons of quality ufe two 01 

are ill requeft in China. The fieft k 
Soumlo; it is the name of the plue 
thered; the. leaves are fomewhat lonl 

•• 
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~
n.ft 's freCh, the .. !Ie pleat,nt ; 

" 

• ay in France) a little of violetS, 
1 rtt.tural j ind the Chinde have 

n 

'~ro be good, it ought to have 

~
iS is that they commonly pre­

t xceed.ing corrofive ; perhaps 
.ilO wi.t~ it here comas irs acnmo­
, her.) it is drunk pure, too great 
be apt to fpoil the ft;omach. 

~d is caUed Thee Vaui; the leaves 
j inclining to black, tinge the wa­
N colour. The tafl:e is delicious, 
kefl: ftomach always agrees with it. 
be uIed temperately, but in furn­
drink too much. It is efpecially 

after tt'avdling, running, or any 
-eire. They give of it alCa to fick 
e, who have any care of their hearth, 

When I was at Siam, I heard 
of the flow.er of Thee, of imperial 
eral other forts of Thee, the price 
t more "extraordinary, than the prc­
lhe to it: but in China I heard no 

'ring, that the Thee may prove ex_ 
to be gathered early, when the 

ill, tender, and juicy. Theybegin 
-ber it in the months of March and 

as the reafoll is forward; they a(­
hem to the' !team of boiling water 
ain; fo foon 'as they are penetrated 

them over ~opper-plates kept on 
' \eS them by de~rees, till they grow 
up of the!Tlfeives in that manner 
f the Chinefe were not fuch great 
e would be better; but they otten­
herbs with it, to {well the hze 

.. , and (0 get more money by it: 
(0 



24 ' P4Y/JCU ar ratl" 
fa that it is a rare thi.ng to 'rod ~ I 
without mixture. I . . 

It commonly grows in valli a.1 '" 
mountains; the choiceR: gro),vs 10 r on, 
whichisplantedinlightgrounds\~lds I 
The leaft valuable of all is fouy,J ~ ye ,J VI 

in what pl~ce {oever jt is culf~a~.dJca. ~ un-" ~:;"~i: 
to expore It to the fouth ; • It g&s n On 
that~ and bears three years aftee beinl 1 
refembles that of a peach tree, and it 
ble white wild rofes. The tr~ g 
from two feet to an hundred, and (OJ 

with that two men can {caree grafpin 
is what the Chinefe H erbal relates. 81 
obfcrVation I can give you the follo\ 

Entering upon the provinceofFokit 
me obferveThee upon the decHning r 
was not above five or fix feet high 
each of which was an inch thick, "1 
nnd divided at the ~op into many 
compared a kind of duUec\: much 
mynle. The trunk, tho' feemingl 
very gteeh branches and leavd. T 
drawn out in length at the poin~ pm 
or an inch and an haJflbiigtand iride;nt 
circumference. The oldeA: feemed 
without, they were hird, brittl~ and 
ones, on the contrary, WCTC fofit­
fmooth, tranfparent, and pretty fWl 
efpeciaUy after they had been a li,ttl J., 

It being the month of ~ptc:mbe 
forts of fruit. In the new br.lI1ches 
fiimy peafe, green ';'ithout, and fuJI 
within. II,! ethers, the fruit is !l$ b 
of different figures i fome round, c­
athers drawn o:ut in length. t.h&t 
fome others of a triangular figure I 
.like ~ tho(e tlla! Pear the !"lIe'l"1 

r 
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1 • ihthembrane or skin, wherein thefe 

d, 'grcen~ very thick, and fome· 
lie eeond is white, ~d thinner . 

't Urd Wry fine peUicle covers a kind 
111 ~ut perfe<!ly round, that flicks 
Jit~e fibt~ frorit whence it derives 

• Wheh this fruit is young, it hath 
luf; a day or two after it has be~ 

,. ler5; growl long and yellow; and 
.Id hazel!nut; II.t length it be<:omes 
ry bitter, &fid~ that, I found a 
I old fruitS; the firft skin of which, 
t ffiut, /heweQ within a hard bark, 

~. ether refembling that of a chefnut. 
en it; fcarce did 1 find any fign of 
flat was it grown. In forne othel's 
1 pulverized. , in others was found 
Jried up; and covered ,vith its firft 

! fru its, a great numbet of t'hem 
• ~ud, which they call females ; 
y. may be [own, and produce~es' ; 
) oommC!nly make ufe of grafts to 
:r to linderftanq the nature of lhis 
turiofity to tafte the bark 'of - he 
s. I chewed likewife fdme of t he 
bpih of th~m feem.ed · to m~ not 

. frorb/' it, they left it reliffi {weet 
fu; which yet dke does nat,tafloe 
the Ehewirlg~ ~ Altha~ this~parti.t.. 
difpieu.fe ~thore1thilt ate not can~ 

wledge o( plang, yet I ~rji fure; 
~tI couI& wifu:r more nice and 
o fhe delia:te mixture of colddts 
>l'derly ditpofi~on of !1l'jjo fibrd. 
)f tlie {mall bhulch1s and· fuOB; 
er J:J3:rtiCtiiarS" relating t~ the Ana· 
t tliat is the bufinefs of time ana 

Q. leU"!" 



n6 '1'1" ' j>IIrti&u/Qr Cb4'r4t1". r '. 
leifu", : I had but • quarter O~ an . , / .:' , 
t)te tree of which I have the h nour"· hl,:- (,' ~~ 

There is in China another fi pIe rl ac:h ... r: j 11 
than Thee, and upon that very acCO' t n :\ 
which they call Gin-Sem: G~l f'!!' t 
Sem a plant, or limple, as mue} 
human (imple, or the fimple{ that 
Thofe who till this time have giv 
{{ruttion to thefe words are excufab' 
do not underftand the emphafis of 

,meters, which do alone contain the i e ~~\t;b: 
of terms : the learned give it abt 

,names in their writings, that fufficiL 
much they fet by it ; as the {piotous 'I 

{pints of the earth, the fat of the f 
and the remcd'l that difpenfes iJ 
{everal others 0 that nature. 

It is a root as thick as half the 
AS ~ong again . It is divided into tw( 
zh«ka a figure pretty like a man , 

. its colour inclines to yellow, and w 71 
time it grows wrinkled, and dry'l 
leaves it fhoots forth are little, a 
poin; the branches are black, the 
the {talk. covered with hair; th~ 

... duces but obe of them; that tI 
:tlme bnul\:hes, :md that =It bran' 
by fauB and fives ; it grows in ' th 

.foil, yet fo nowly, that it, come 
~till after a long term (If years. 
~foupd wuier :1. tree called Kia-d 
.from thefycomqre. Altho'they ( 
J.'laces, yet .,.the heft came here! 
That whjch is at this day in ufe is 
a province de~diqg upon China, 
onental Tartary. 
~ ~ 1 Of aU cordials, according to tf 
It)1ere ~ nQn. <;9.I!'wo.bJe to Gi 
, . --
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, there be iri it a little [niack or 
~re triarlelJous ; . it purifies the 

totnath, adds motion to a hn: 
be, naturaJ heat, and withal aug­

. ifture • . ;Phyficians never know 
when. theY' [pet if,. itS virtues; 

JfTles ~f its different lifes. I have 
.1 .... reeopts that I fhould. report 
1 I were not afraid to be t~ioi1S; 
j ui' patience. I may pont them 
with a great many treatifes ct­

'( or medicine of the Chinefe. I 
,hat I Have but now fpok~~ the 
ike in diftempers attended with 
niog; whether it proteed§ &om 
-om old age. , 
r this root ~yorl muILbt:gin with 
Iy increafe It afterwnrcf's, accord':' 
former dofes fh}lll ptbduce) dry 

! paper; or infufe it in wifie~ till 
then cut it in little piel:es , Widi 
! With a knife, iron diminifhing 
0. it is calcined. take the powder 
in warm 1Vatei or Wine; accdrd! 
>tt Viili pefinit. This will lie 

arid by tontinuing it 10li ""ill 
Y fortified. _ 

. !c quantity ot Gin-tern, ot mort 
weak, arid when you have di­

eces, infufe it in half. glafs full 
elft YOlf may 1?oil it widi the 

lterl if you chink it; will have 
1;e r'OOt: may fave a fecb'nd time, 
,ree, They li~wue make broths 
..tenges, and fyi-ups; which arc 
It all (orts of dil1:emptrS . 
• o'tnet' root which the Portu~efe 
'ao-Ghin~ .wroth is an excellen~ 

Q.. fudorifick, 



fudorifick, very proper to pu \" u 
corrupted blood; but the de:. .. . r 11 
fimples would make me deviat 
not proper for fuch ·a thort lette :.. 

The phyficians of China 00 
caries for the compofition of l 
prefcrlbe and give them at the fa 
Sometimes in the patient's cham! 
conveniently done; and fome 
houfes. They think it A:ra.nge t1 
aCt: ptherwifc; and that they C( I 

point of the cure to men that at 

curing them ; and are not follicit< 
ncr, of the drugs, provided they 
their advantage: but there is " 
China a great deal more dango 
hy to our charge, and that is, th J 

is admitted to pra/life phyfick, m 
arts, without examination, or tak 
fo that a pitiful fellow, that know, 
his head, ftudies perhaps a phy •. 
three months, and fets up for a dot 
at the expence of the patient's life, 
to kill, rather than be forced to 
JW~J~' employment. The vulga 

etJy;them, take a ftrong fancy for ~ 
and they wouJd reckon themfe1ve 
they are indifpofed, i( they did 
their relations to die fome other " 
way of nature. 

Yet fome of them you fua,U 1 
fault when it is too late; af{d. 1 r 
inhabitant of the eity of Sucheu 10 
mote through the ignorance of the 
by the power of the clifeafe, was j 

he caufed a paper to be printed, 
collduc.l: of the pretended dodor was 
feveral "'fieCtion' fending to decry I 

• .. 
• 

• • 
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" publick ,places, and cauCed them 

t 
the principal hauCts of the city. 
s he t~med it, this zeal for the 
the eJfe8: he promiCcd himfeJf. 

" ltogether with ~ reputation, all 
15 reduc'd to fa great an extn:-

'" • y found himfelf in no condition 

11 arc mean proficients in fciences, 
:r in arts; and tho' they have 
o that degree of perfeCtion W~ 

7 yet know they in this refped: 
lecdtiry for the common urc of 

" rer may contribute to convenience, 

" , and even to well-regulated mag-
tild have got a great deal farther, 
of government, that ~ 

the expences of private ons, 
. 1. The workmen are extraQrdi-
nd if. they be not (0 good at In. 
et do they eafiJy comprehend our 
ibn: them tolerably well. There 
tees of the empire glafs, watches,· 

many other pieces of workmarr-
, thank us for; but they haVe had 

gun.,powder, printi~, and the 
'. which are novel arts m Europe, 
·we are obliged to them. 
Ie compaJs in twenty-four parts 
defcribe thirty-two;. they ever· 
~ the llet.dle 4id evqy ~here 
10.0£ the pole, . but 'by divers ex· 
..; made before them, they hove 
uIoh and declenC.on: The ioadl!Qn; , every. province; it"Comcs alfO t,G! 
• but the grand uC~ tlocy milke of-it 

I . " 
baught by weight, -.d the bell are , • ..t, cWit-pcnce or ten-pence an ounce . 

• • • • 
Q..3 ' 



30 Th, 
I have brought one with me an ir 
thick. which, tho' indifferently gu ~ 
nev;eithelefs eleven poUJ"¥1 ' weight; 
teen or fifteen when it is right fix~ 
'art; :v.ery dexterous in cutting dre,m 
tho' they bring them into all tigun t 
without great labour and coft. T 
N ankim in lefs than two hours; the; 
ufe of to that purpofe is a plain • 
workmen would uf~ it, they " ot 
labour. J CuppoCcxl, r,r, th,~ Y' 
unwilling to hear an explanatioz; of i 

It is compared of two jaumbs tb 
h igh, arch-like. with two firings Iil 
and parted oy • board or lhin~le, ' 

. to it. and 'dofed hy a mortife m thf 
the head of th~ jaumbs is fet Bat f: 

or cylinder.. nf l\fi iQch and an half 
can .tul1l circuIJPy by m~ll~ of.il ft 
~iddre, whore; ' tw.o:ends, hanging ~ 
~m which the wQrl$nw.n [ets, his foot 

At one of the eXtrCmities of th 
piece of irog is'fafl:ened " ~ith maftj 
which piece of iron i~ very ~hih. , 
very £harp all abouf; it is e.ig~ iri~ 
moves wjth a great f wiftnef~.21 iCrol 
are Cet high QJ' low. In tl\e!l1'i"" 
tnan prefe~ts ~~ k)adA:9n~ in one 
~ther the nilld rrwit:; pf a very J~e ~ 
the iron, and fes:ves to c.ut the. ftone 
iron, i'1 goip~tbrp~ the rand, $" . 
. violence, which' ~1l)ight pli9d tth.e , 
taken to pl~ jU!\jJp.dr~ i~ !!- lp 
the man'n~~ ,~_half 9r9.e, .,~ 
<I~~ds the WJqna", ' ,~ . . 
Of NiVi~~iltapp~},et P9intthat Ii 

the Chinef9,; W~ Ij;>.ve not alwaY' n 

~t? ~ble 'I!l~. "~'(.,:,-\lW:~~1~' ./'.' . 



./ 

'. 

• 
• 

" 

" 

, , 

(em er if the Chinefe. 23 I 
t. were not fa forward to venture 
he feas, where one muf! lofe the 
ang ~e together. The danger 
in their 6.Iculation (for they had 
the compafs) made all 'pilots cit. , 
who pretend that the Chinefe, a 
Ie birth of our Saviour Chrift~ 
:as of Inella, and difcovered the 
Je: however that be, it is moll 
11 antiquity they had always ]Fout 

~lley have not perfeCted the art of 
'e than they have done the rei­
underftand much more of it than 
maris; and at this day they fail 
'ortuguefe. 

like ours of all rates, but tile 
; they are all flat bottom'd; the 
rt without a nem, the ftem open 
'e end, that the rudder, which 

chamber, may be defended on 
raves: this rudder, much longer 
;ly tied to the ftern .. poft by two 
er the whole length of the veffel 
vo other fuch like cables hoJd it 
e hoil\ing or lowq1ng it, as ae­
bar is as long as is nece{I"ary for 

{i.e lbmen at the helm are alfo 
tlened to the larboard and ftar­
upon the extrem,.ity of the hal;' 

hand, which they falten or 
occafion, tQ ~hruf\: 9.r ft;op the 

• 
~ qui~ to;wards the fhre::.p.art, the 

..r fiom the place when; we p,Jace 
JrU that ~ocs. fro.m flarboaid tQ 

as the wmd chops about, ferves. 
d fhrowds I. th~ bokffrit~ w.tUc~, 

Q",1 l% 




