p]acc them. The round-tops they uf* utwﬂ-ﬂ.h;;,e
but the main-maft is of"%1t ptodiqpﬁz.r liseht w}:
thicknefs ; it is ftrongly feized, as's

ﬂ'.‘i ¢ UDtise
part of the deck, by two fide beams, I fi tr*_?hm
it wonderﬁﬂly yea, and depnw |_‘,| "“p) .

which we leave to ours, becaufe it fi. s bc the
veflel air, and to quicken its motion

The low fails are of very thick 4., #im
up with laths and long poles to £ thein,
from two feet to two feet, faftenet = o - i o
length of the mafts by feveral little (ars . (hey s
not faftened in the middle, but hl.\ Cfiree Gqualters
of their breadth loofe, that they m v [ ‘con o
dated to the wind, and readily tack ¢ « 0 oo ')tf:iﬁ-"’.':

ferves. A great many fmall conk by ; 7 at the

fides of the fail, where they y are . { at. feviral

diftances from the fail-yard, to otinm src) o

thered up, and keep tight the who j.- ,-,.:; bt

mat and further the motion whcn ofs counn
¢ changed. ;

As for the okam to caulk witha . they db ok
ufe melted pitch and tar, but a comy o made of
lime and oil, or rather of apamml. T
of rafped Bambou this matter 18 por bl o e
accidents of fire, and the okam i o =ood e
the velel feldom or never leaks ; neit/ie ‘i") vl
ufe the pump, a well or two fcrmg tu koD .e kewl
dry. In your huge veffels the anchogs e 0f uon &
in the middle fort they are of an had .']M".]r‘( \..,n,
and they only ftrengthen the ends: b | .a:,-;td;,—

{erved this is not fufficient ; for 2 fhrng-nis
frefh gale of wind, runs the fhip a- ;
mtwé‘?llancho;ed and, to {] J-'-ﬂﬁ of na
anchor, they often run the risk ofbam cal

As for the cables they are o{" flax o Cum, T

L)
bt b



— i W
sk o Ao B the twifts of

U Tekaly 't, and are ftronger than all the

« U becude they eafily fnap under water

.0 "L cane o touch dpon any rock, they do
. ek ol i m but only upon rivers to tow

-‘-':3?”-""-.{ the Gz N 3 ¢
" 1 ¢ . we re in their veffels a captain as we
Love, Lo st bufinefs is to ki e crew 1n

awe, tod toov aal them; the pilot marks out
e chumb, and olaces the compafs. When they
can cifcover o ad, or when they do not ken it,

thle upe coty at the helm fteer as they pleafe:
{o'(hon . come within ken of the coaft, or
A0 nto the o, the mariners are fo vigilant, and
I Wit wpon ueir duty, that they don’t expeét to
Be epnlimanded i
You {ee, ord, by what I have faid, that we
I Sar fuspeis o Cuinefe at fea in the art of naviga-
' 10 . b mut be confeffed that upon rivers and
Cianee iy have a particular fkill that we are
W0t mattons of . hey there manage with a few mari-
nere hugs bargaes, as big as our fMpS ; and there is
faeh o @oo number of them in all the fouthern pro-
vinees, that they ‘Iwayskeep* ninethoufand nine hun-
drtd wiery o0 ready equipped amongft thofe that
g Jefignen (oo the fervice of the emperor. This is
e way the Chinefe ufually reckon; for this way
¢ cop g themfelves hath a greater emphafis in
hels L g e, sad feems to denote fomething more,
&= % 4y (heuld fay, in one word, that there are
theon o0 thems it is 2 hard matter to convi&
ti0n o' as unauth; for really there is fuch a pro-
. W wo ot of them, that they cannot be reck-
| pn + oo ull flat bottom’d, their fails and mafts
W SR ek different from thofe I but juft now
glefe 0t the model is not the fame.  The bod;;
: « A
e Nowph, KioChi, Kiogy )
=30~
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of the veffel, that is alike broad fi v peos 0 i,

hath two Wells; upon the ﬁrﬁ o alffon he Qeckde W
they build, from one cnutoam 4 - it A '1
that are raifed above thé fides {. cght foals A

or théreabouts ; they are paintec © nd Witk ]

handfome, that they are capabln_-.
longeft voyages feem fhort, tho °
that laft four or five months wihwot itermiffion

for. they lodge, they diet, and & " -Soard
thefe noble barques ; and whett & ool commany
of Mandarines go together (which p v aiten fup.
pens) there is no place where the, it Fim s

way more delightfully. They viit ooc anoh o sl
moft every day without compliicir - it play,
they treat one another mutually, s o oy @ ol
of a family. This fociety feems [\ wuct e snnes
acceptable to them, becaufe it == rof foeed ged o
conftrained, as in other places, by ' moimiances
of nice ceremonies, nor fubjed Grrans Gk )
fuch a fre= correfpondence woulc cob vl Lo e, &
if they behaved themfelves fo 11 e

Notwithftandirg thefe barques be cinn s gy
and tho’ they always be either ur : Wwigp'd
along by ropes, yet do they n» | ther ke
ufe of oars, when they are upon gt fany o B8
crofs lakes. As for ordinary ba e, (1l B

row them after the European *un Sigh*they
faften a kind of a long oar to _.,'y’ v, neater; 8
one fide of the barque than - Ay ethes, nd
fometimes = another lhke it & b sraw, S
they make ufe of as the fifh = i Yoy il
thrufting it out, and pulling « 'n.‘.:i AEAYY, e
without ever hftmg it above watt, Tlis Witk sva. '
duces a continual rolling in €8 Bague & Sk @
hath this advantage, that the pinon & S8G- &
terrupted, whereas the tilsn;eft efiort that wrmrm-

loy t s and ‘m:'nm'.- nuthing,'
ploy ohftupouroar o e Tﬁ;"i"

L I &G
out, varnifh’d, gilded, and all =} o L
1 -

g L
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I b 1. “heChinefe have to fail upon torrents,
k _ v wonderful and incredible : They in a
Pt force satare, ,make 2 voyage without
¢ ow. v fh other people dare not fo much
o o wen without beng feized with fome
apprchsation. T 4] not of thofe cataraéls they
shernd by ahées gth of arm, to pafs from one
Livil 1o weenoorn, which in fome relations are called
Hluie = . certain rivers that flow, or rather
“un oo loue cuite crofs abundance of rocks, for
> fpace ree or fourfcore leagues. Had 1
seen oo thefe perillous torrents myfelf, I

. "ve vuch ado to believe, upon another’s

. myfelf have feen. Itis arafhnefs

far trayedls , expofe themfelves, if they have
ey but 2 fo Iittle informed of it 3 and a kind
¢ mainels o failors to pafs their life in a trade
el ! re every moment in danger of be-

Ll e ts whereof I fpeak, which the

e of thetaliey call Chanz)e;k'e met with mp:g:
pecay pl o the empire ; many of them may

ks & 1 9ne travels from N'anch:fr“n, the ca-
oita® ciry ‘amfi, to Canton. The firft time I

¢ v with father Fontaney, we were hur-
ol . that rapidity, that all the eneavours

90 (00 Livier could not withftand it 5 our barque,

5 4lar Sued o LaE'torrent, was turned round about
* ke 4 woile g for aJong time, amongft the finu-
{ ofie ua v ulings that the courfe of the water
St o snd e laft, dafh’d upon a rock even with
L Were wih that violence, ghat the rudder, of
fie ikt of a good beam, broke like a piece
il s the whale body of it'was camied by
the B of the current upon the- rock, where it
el Grinoyeable ;I inftead of touching at the
(i, 1 B B fide-ways, we had < been infallibly

b & ¢ opr ot wethefe the moft dangerous places.”

i’f"- In
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In the province of Foki i

from Canton, or Hamch -' : D

ten days, in continual BF| perifbing, g,
cataralts are continual, always [/ by = thoe

fand points of rocks, that feargs buve Lol v
no.ugh for the Palﬁgc of the hsrqxt‘; hebe Al
thing but turnings and windings, betinio b;jt ¥
cades and contrary currents thet difh oo dgald |
another, and hurry the boat along Hke an arrow it
of a bow 3 you arealways within tww (oot < f (helves -
if you avoid one, you fall foul wpan b 1on
from that to a third, if the plot. * « sl pae
fufficiently to be admired, do sor eiipe
fhipwreck that threatens him ev: ¢ oot
There are none in all the wor o, ' ( des the Chis
nefe, capable of undertaking fuch Uk s o
- 4o much engaged therem, as not ¢ o il
maugre all the accidents that bei! chem. fon thas
pafles not a day that is not Fiemsacaile U Mg
wrecks 3 and, indeed, itisa wonc: + ‘aat Al basgues
do not perith. Sometimes a mi. s & fores
as to fplit in a place not far difbers fom the e,
as | charidéd twice to doj; then v o cie -"ir.;zpcs
by {wimming, provided ome hz: o L‘:*?Dugh
to ftruggle -out of the torrent, «iih & willy
very ftrait. Other times the ues runs a-deift, and,
in a moment is upon the s, whers it rertiaing
a-ground with the paffengers 5 ¥ (omains
happens, efpecially infome more rup | vorsons, dhat
the veflel is in pieces, and the fw bired Lefag
one hastime to know where ther we  Somcmion
alfo, when one dgfcends the caliulys fhomad by
o e A hea! 1o, X
falling all on a fudden, lumtmw euer
I:ty_the prow, without being ail.e--m aifk agats; and
are fo \ i, more than twelve Sl
fand leagues that I have failed vpon the wes




fm the world Ig;n’t behcve ) i
"M fo many dangers for ten years, as
" ten days u E thefe tonlnts
make ufe of, are built of a very
'ln’ba I .unmmer, which makes it more fit to fol«
\ bw all wsir:}ons one has a mind to give
ir e them into five or fix apart=
"‘ mcm;., qwi ~Iby good partitions 3 fo that, when
fhey touch o any place, upon any point of a
fock, only oo part of the boat is full, whilft the
_ather-remuin mdfy, and affords time to ﬁop the hole
the mate hs rmde For to moderate the rapidity

o the meton in places where the water is not too
' m:ct s tounon, three on each fide, hold a long
foret o ;"r.,r u'uft to the bottom, wherewith they
pefilt the « m, et, flackening by little and
hittle, '.\-,- the fy fmall rope made faft at
fiie &) boat, and twined at the other round

the pole, thae Jllps but very hardly, and by a con-
gl—,.-uar ubbiig dackens the motion of the barque,
9 ek, widoot this caution, would be driven with

{50 ‘much r-.piclity; infomuch, that when the tor-
#0¢ = cven and uniform, how rapid -foever its
cuune b, yoo float with the fame flownefs, as one
de o v the calmeft cana.l but, when it winds,

i gl ok, *::', caution is to no purpofe; then,
mdiel Cusw lave recourfe to a double rudder,
ohade ot TiNion gf an oar, of forty or fifty feet
ong, o0! whereof s at the prow, and the other
4t the o In the plying of thefe two great cars
onfifds all ‘e fkill of the failors, and fafety of the

‘, Ue + e sediprocal jerks and cunning fhakes they
© gVR i W dnee it on, or to tuth it right as they
wobid have i, to falljuﬁxnto the ftream of the
witer, @ thos, onernck without dafhing on another,
0 Cit 4 cusrant, to purfue the fall of water, with=
_109! ﬂ‘ﬂmﬂ hmdkmg with it, whirls it about a

Y ent ways : It s not a navigation, 1t

._‘_1_

\ch’
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is a Manege; for there is never « 0
-that labours with more fury/ unde: s

mafter of an academy, thah the =
hands of thefe Chinefe marinersy 1
they chance to be caft away; itis |
want of fkill as ftrength ;5 and, wi. )
not above eight men, if they wei @ f
all the violence of the torrents wou
to carty them away. Butitis a '
nough in the world, and efpecial
ther to hazard a man’s life, and ru
all he has, than to be at {mali ch
is not an abfolute neceflity for t
Seeing I am fpeaking of the a:
Chinefe upon rivers, I cannot fc
letting you obferve what they are n
ter of fithing; befides the line, ners. o
nary inftruments we make ufe of ir .
they imploy as well as we; they ha .
ways of catching fifh, that feem tc
lar and odd : The firft is practife
when it is moon-fhine; they have ‘
_“ftrait boats, upon the fides of whicl
one end to the other, a board about
upon which they have rubb’d whit
fmooth and fhining ; this plank « .
ward, and almoft toucheth the fiu '
ter : That it may ferve their tyrn
to turn it towards the moon-fhin

that the refledtion of the moon m: ' it k_

brightnefs ; the fith playing and {po: _
taking the colour of the plank, for thue o ¢
ter, jerk out that Svay, and tumble i ¢
aware, either upon the plank, or int. = o b
that the fitherman, almoft without ta' = W
hath in a little time his {fmall barque s |

The fecond manner of fithing is ver mos
fant: They breed, in divers pro\'inc.w:..:gg

g 13
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or and manage as we do dogs, or

iy look after an hundred ; he
pon the fides of his boat, quiet,

~« ently for orders, till they are come
lgned for fithing § then, at the ve-

that is given them, each takes its

 rowards the way that is affigned it.

olzafant thing to behold how th
v ;1" ‘hem the whole breadth of the n-
¢ lake; they feek up and down, they

and go upon the water an hun-

! they have {py’d their prey ; then

it with their beak, and immediate-

& cheir mafter.  'When the fith is too

I» one another interchangeably, one

tail, another by the head, and go
1er in company to the boat; the

. ‘ong oars to them, upon which they

_ s with their fifh, and they fuffer the

=

lame, b

eclail - ia

ke the prey from them, that they
‘or another. When they are weary,

. reft a while, but give them nothing

ifhing is over ; during which time,
tied with a {mall cord, for fear they

« the little fith, and, when they have

Uies, refufe to work longer.

\reaking, my lord, of their dexterity
. the manufactures of filk, earthen

20 h and architeéture : thefc matters have

in publick relations. It is well

‘!- &1 ‘ae filks of China are not only hand-

¢ vol and ferviceabe ; that their por-

ther vamidi.
thor cebiads, tables, and fkreens, have procured
Hayn the atlaration of all Europe.  As for their
e iho' they have thercin a fancy far

ana

By h\:

=

.;-r' . neatnefs and matter inimitable; that

and the ufe they make of it upon

ent

~
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240 721' pdrm'ular deraa
different from ours, and coming » 1 | L
fe@tion that we fuPpo{'c ouffelve c Tk
muft it be confefs'd however; th @ Lo g ;'J'f‘_'f_("‘
pieces of fculpture in China perfeé elf* wrouglie,
and the publick edifices, as gate: «f 0 o
towers, and bridges; have fomet’ i i 1w
noble and beautiful. In fine, th , 1 pomn
of arts are dexterous; laborious, ¢ v 0 Do
the inventions and contrivances of o - i
very apt toimitate them. But v’ | ar 89
them 1is, that m all their works th srfoym, yith
a very few inftruments and ple {1, x
our artificers in Europe petform
number of tools.

The better to give you 4 chate v = (e
genuity, I fhalladd, That there i + "
the fun, that is more fit for comn - rraffic
and underftand them better: O <un Loy !
lieve how far their tricks and ci ‘

when they are to infinuate info m- - .

manage a fair rtunity to im o
tures that are offered : the defire '

ments them continually, and mak

a thoufand ways of gaining, that ol =t Ly ‘
rally come into their head : every 0 fow
their turn, every thing is precious o (he Tl
becaufe there is nothing but they o how o
improve. They undertake the m & 5ol voe

ages, for the leaft hopes of gain, that's e
reafon why all things are in motio' « . s foeer
upon the roads, upon the rivers, wnd wll glotip this
coafts of the maritime towns, you .‘.'. (2 Yoild
of travellers : the trade and con rimt i

carried on every where, is the fou: of Ms pt" 7
and the primum mobile of all thelr «'tion:

If they would accompany labour snd st -
duftry with a little more honefty; up«.nalh igore
fpe& of firangers, nothing eould %¢ a.‘.;"

" AT\
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thag miiht contribute to make them able,
| v ferchants ; but their effential quality is
L 10 et and coufen when it lies in their power ;
© 1.« em'do not conceal it, but boaft of it :
"+ oxd of fome fo brazen fac’d, that when
thoy \ been taken in the fa&, to excufe them-
Iy eir fimplicity, faid, 2o fee that I don't
‘rap 5 you know more of it than I 5 but
ball be more lucky; or more fubtle ano-
They falfify almoft every thing they
t things are in a condition to be fal-
y fay particularly, that they counter-
18 bacon fo artificially, that many
1 is miftaken in them ; and; when they
them a long time, they find nothing,
come to eat them, but a large piece
nder a hog’s-fkin. It is certain, a
be always cheated, if he buy alone,
.2 what care he will; he fhould em-
y Chinefe, who is acquainted with the
2 knows all the tricks; and, indeed
very happy; if he that buys, and
5 do not collogue together to your
ot ol o fnips in the profit.
- W e lends them any thing he muft have
Meretivs . as for their word, thofe who know
: cuwoor rely upon it. Some of them have
oot d to borrow a very {mall fum, pro-
Ml 1 tore the principal with vaft intereft,
wiuch: th Gually perform’d upon the day
sppeod, o gain themfelves the reputation of
dowo-ro'l honeft men. A that, they de-
“ondod o coater fum, which they repaid alfo with-
oot il At length, they continued this com-
W Lo 40 years together; till fuch time as en-
@i oo v oedie them, and lend them confider-
e tuwe. they cartied their money far enough
k off, Simy, i speared for evdr.
e R

. e




242 The particuiar Charaller 9775
When they would obtain a_ﬁwﬁr v
difcover themfelves all on the fuliic .
fome who prepare for it whole yeuis &
They make prefents to the mafter, Tl 15
of the houthold ; they feem fo much

difinterefted, and to have no d e thew
refufe all returns: but when ilccupad
their toys, which they thought « st " de,

without fearing any bad confequenise, e then )
begin to fhew their defign ; whel' thay Huve o
well play’d their game, that theyifs it el

receive a repulfe for what they camund. : &
This fubtlety of deceiving isflldl niofs Vv
ordinary in thieves and robbers: THREY Tpsaic¥hen’

the thickeft walls, burn gates,  mad » skesl
holes in them by the help of & merton sugnue,
which fires the wood without amy® fayie. W hay
penetrate into the moft private| nweils o Wit
ever being perceived 3 and, whin peopic swake
in the morning, they are amaz’d & fad ther had
without curtains and coverlets, e chumopam-, -
furnifh’d, tables, cabinets, coffersf il nlue, Al
march'd off, without fo much fomfeiimes o paretine
ing any foot-fteps of the thievesgs hue the Lolelin
the wall at which they wentdbs wal oli the
moveables of the houfe. - P a3 '
When they are apprehended, ¥ &
they fuffer death ; Ezt if, when &
found in no condition to wound,os L
they inflit fome other corporall s
cordimg to the quality of theTgodiis (o 00
if they have -tnkma:mthing, thefSi
fy’d by punithing them with thife |
with a cudgel. They fay, thefelfil
tain drug, the fume of which el
and cafts into 2 deep fleep, whith
S,d@: and ‘cpportunity lte do their

v
.
N\
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'iui of that truth, that mvdlere caufe

'. ’ Bu of L;iumter to be brought into their cham-
"B i the oy which is a fure remedy to fruftrate

the potwer oF ‘charm of the fume.

_?. Nut} ut after all one may meet with hohefty
arxd f‘w{ -a!...g iln':ongﬂ: the Chinefe ; for (not to

fPeik o Nihans, in whom religion hath reform-
ec! - " wchnations of nature) Ido remember;
fhif AL oY firft arrival into China with my com-
pralione, o ngi:fs; unknown, expofed to the ava-
e uf :‘.'- " \undatines, not one of them did us the
W& wrog o and, what appeared yet more extra-
:mii:r-c-' Wi that offering a prefent to a com-
pilionse of the cuftom-houfe; people that are u-
fally @iy and attentive to the improvement
of feh ot of actaf fons, he protefted, notwith-
Medie s 20 out earneft intreaties, that hc would
Seve ke ay thing of any body fo long as he
W= | che 3 but, if one day he fhould chance
& o wfhel' condition, he would with all
b icowve from us forhe European curio-
ofif; rerally thefe are rare exam Fplf:s, nor muft
You fru “m take the character of the natives.
:_!.-, _ineft have a genius for commerce, {g
Save the ‘kewife for affairs of ftate; their wit

bds béen xlimg time adapted to polificks, and ne-
piuiine s, not with foreigners, whom they
I .z:ﬁ‘aﬂmnans, and their fubjects, whor
¥he =acient hﬂ%ﬂﬁ of the empire forbids to
Sorcipand withgibut amongft themfelves, accord-
“re botnd b_y mtereft, or as their for-
hem therein. Thc.re is policy |, a-
i, and other gfandees of the realm,
.any corirt of Europe 3 they continu-
“emielves to know. the gufto, inclitia-
sy and defigns of orfe another § and
' 019 'thuck the more; as they are more
_ Rz referved;

-




referved, and, dszmblmg t.hemi:lvr bc/
fair comf ndence with every ol - L
ven obfcrve a decorum with they oo . ke
As the way of challenging o Gl i ndt sk SEN
lowed in the ftate, all their mocuss & nmmg 4
and fecrct ; one caunot mngu'.e by hgwm many
thifts and contrivances they endit sur sl =
one another, without making ans ﬂ:mt n.' =T
any fuch thing in their head. Whev & aotop- ' 3
l}' diffemblers, but patient, even & el l»--gcg. '
in expecting a favourable moment o declan thense
felves, and to ftrike home. Bur 3 v wllarve
all forts of meafures with their Snemie 08 hers
to lull them aﬂcep, fo they formatine ° t.'fl"' U:;’:
beft friends, for fear, left a o6 Ai% Lhond of
friendfhip fhould engage them Jlogetter @ fd‘ oY
unlucky adventure. So far are thay o thar L
barous friendfhip that enclines we *1 & unpe o o
gage thofe in our private quam-ls thoc Se o
dcvoted to us, and to expofe, withowr woy |l~ Al
e, a life that we fhould define, cven v e
of our own. 1t
The lords of the court, the vicen n.“' proviogss,
and generals of armies, are m pepcal m stigrp to
preferve or acquire the principad plece of fute
they carry on their bufinefs b mom:), fivoor,
and by intrigue : and fince the agive nothing,
cither to follicitation, riches, er N@mn of private

but folely to merit, o fybeie ff:::n?
always moft moderate, whilit, i LEETRR T
an hundred hidden fpringe; |

Ql‘-*ﬁimw‘ !ﬂ
p in the choice and efteem of S casprs

Iﬂ. ‘hm: lf fome:m hbm ¢ ) -.‘t --*‘
intelligent than the Tamrs, had g8 b
have accuglom;u? tlﬁem to make L e ’
ferent people urope do ag iz
Tam perfuaded, that poi;cyaad’_. e

-/

g N
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L 41 prm-& ~.ire powerful to defend them from
thr coemis, chan that prodigious wall, of which
Y they enyls 1.\’n.mt*d to make a bulwark, and all thofe
abmorads 1.:"!..}"9 wherewith they have hitherto,

but rl} u pofed them.
Afio ?have faid, ¥ leave you to judge,
MPISRTSET thes charadter of thefe people, and of

this '.r:.f.-.. :; ﬂught to be put upon them ; when
W sk hath 3 Euﬁ as good as yours, he does not
o Fv Ltk of ¢ 'nngs nicely, but alfo judges of them

Jdigly ennd with the greatcﬂ exadnefs ; fo that [
fuppale, ‘_: - will take it ill that I {fubmit the
(.'h'mr' » Y uj cenfure. They only would find

[ome oy fo fubferibe to it, if they under-
W% the defet of their wit and genius, as much as

we undecfand the delicatenefs of yours; but, as
ther belioo mfelves the moft fenfible nation in
the world, [ 2 fare they will be glad to be left to
thes jurlgnent Jf a perfon, whom all France begins
[ fo adsoe w0, what 1s more, whom Lewis the
( Greee Sonoiss icularly with his cfteem. You
will g oy lord, in China, fome faults which
goc conot wooafe; all the favour I beg of yon
dor thn s 98 refleét, that formerly they have
Lo ol sve fincere, and honeft, lefs corrupted

ri‘;a: iy a oo prefent. Virtue, which they culti-
vated | with 0 ‘much care, which contributed in-

M ely o their reafon, made them at
bt tipe 4 h-w% people of the univerfe ; and,
heng 1l Clnerswere more regular, fo, I doubt:
noty % 'y were then more mtc].hgcnt, and more
tsgion -

Howeigey very condmon wherein they are
at m\r, o4 will, perhaps, efteem them not-
.yt tarrl find withal, that tho’ they have

“enough togbe compared with our
mﬂ‘%wmg me.n&m Europe, yet do they

1 S
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not give place to us in arts; that theyeequal s
politenefs, and that, perhaps, they miy c‘g_ .
i politicks and in government. I &u,

moft profound refpect, o f
My Lord, |23 )

\ Y

Your moft bumi,

and moft obedieni Serpdnd,

s .j_.




E' ART L
I.'IE T TERIS
o 7o the Cardinal D'Eftrees,
Oj ikt Paf%mxd Government of the Chinefe.

2si LB 1 had the honour to give your
nce an account of the prefent ftate

I did along time doubt whether

itsuld venture to defcribe to you
nment : To handie {o nice a

- abilities of The moft exa& poli-
ledge of ftate-affairs exquifite as
t to be: managed by any without
ut -which lies too deep for thofe

hof ‘imfwlec@e in the affairs of

K 4 at

B )




But yet it would be the greateft ¢ | 1.;‘115*-5 B 4
Chinefe, to pafs that over in filence, w4l iy TGS 5
upon as the thing te which they owe Al thay gaus 3 e
qualities, and which they efteem & heﬂh*r-rm

of the moft exact policy ; thus ther:,-r-?tg: gy lords? t
tho’ I fhould own it a piece of impiw f S e
meddle with thefe myfterious arcans of TN, 1
and to fearch never fo littie into the Jay s b ©oed

ly wifdom; I could be content te fe Hliwd for o

in Europe, if China, to whom Iown | beer o Eind. |
nefs and refpe@, approve of it in . ;!.'.-"__5'!1 My o
credit thereby. .

Amongft the feveral models and plans af goweains .
ment which the ancients framed, we ol ].".::h.']fb
meet with none {o perfect and exac «o vt of e
Chinefe monarchy.  The ancient % ,ﬂ ¢:5-0f thig
potent empire formed it in their da. - e g
ferent from what it isin ours, Ot} ﬂ ate o

ing to the common fate of the thir - «f -‘h?- warll

are {enfible of the weaknefs of T0mo0, e bty A
mithapen and imperfect; and, like @, thoy s
their perfection and maturity to tisme.. L"' ma [eerms
more exempted from the commor faws of nuis
and, as though God himfelf had f. t‘l'u
pire, the plan of their government o ¢ whit
lefs perfect in its cradle, than it is o o lrv" e ex-
perience and trial of four thowfand + .

During all which time the Chin - had cover &
much as heard of the name of t"sck aird wihea
lately, on the Hollanders arrival,, Veandd nf - ih 1
it feemed fo ftrange to them tat 1 ts £y nnt fanely © )
yet done admiring at it. Nothing it Tk them 1)
underftand how a ffate could .1y 1 povered. i
without a king ; they looked u ikt
be a monfter with many heads, by the &

bition, headinefs, and t mcllni:pq‘" :
times of publick diforde pounﬂlﬁou :

‘ T
- o'y =
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- é.m an nverﬁon{to ro;m}){han govimnd
v morc et a tyranny
wi ?Ct pmms not from the
rr.#» s?-fa of the nnce’s power, for they cannot
¥ te oo rm hmr{P mafters; but from the
i, prinee J.' - i 1L1nefs, which neither the wvoice of
WL = aws of God can ever countenance,
Vhe ©5 etz of opinion, that the obligatioh, which
“We laid on the L_ngs not to abufe their power, is ra-
(o et onfirm and eftablith them, than to

v asibiol ,- ‘uins and that this ufeful conﬂ:mmt,
Wik ey dhicafelves lay on their paffions, does no
« gore bnith cheir power or authority here on
» wapth e the like conftraint derogates from the
sty eer of the Almighty, who is not the

lels l'*""‘” +wafe he cannot do evil.

A vabogn wi authority which the laws give the
coipooer. v woaeceffity which the fame laws lay

opon L 1 & that authority with moderation and
dibrise w0 e two props which have for fo
gy #bos Brobasied this t fabrick of the Chinefe
-w-ur-.' 9 firft principle thereof, that is in-
Siled L e people, s to refpect their prince with

& I‘.'.-,gn o e “wetion as almoft to adore him. They

16 Lo v B of Heaven, and the only Mafter of

the Vv U commands are indifputable, his
Worls vy s e authority with them, than if they

. wen swaclc o W dport, every thing that comes from
L Wm el 1 142 s feldom feen, and never fpoken
t;. st et o s luses. The grandees of the court,
\ d‘g\:; ces i che hlood 5 nay, his own brothers bow
o 2 rdin hoton]y wheg he is prefent, but
evefy befone Hig Wione 3 and there are fet days every

iy in which the nobility affemble,

- 1 of the courts of the palace, to
atho {fthe:r prince by their

5, §tho” he perhaps be not
W

_\ )
1\
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~®When heisi craufly, Phard
llcelsﬁxllm"Mmdanumofcvery} iy whA ey
night andday ina 1lErs proper
the occafion, to :
of Heaven their pnnces cure. Rli!\i’ o {
any other inconveniences excufe then i mm e
Ea'formancc of thisduty ; and, as Jong e cnpe
in or in danger, any ope bt fiw the
plc would think that they fw;no*lqu but Fhe ™~
ﬁ.:. of him.

Befides, intereft is no fmall ocqﬁm el tnc ~
refpe@ which is fhewn him by bm},; le., &y
foon as heis proclaimed em ror, the whole secho. .
rity of the empire is in hss the good or
il fg‘:rtunc of lus fubjects is ow! ally te m{;;ﬁ

irft, all places in the empire Jre i his o L
he beftows thim on whom he It’hmﬁjt ardl, bigficles,
he is to be looked upon as the difys i af fun the
more, becaufe none of them areﬂn fudd, M- -n..
that is, honefty, learning, Icm%l ighee, add eipe.
cially a grave and fober behavivus, & the wuly
thing confidered in the candidat s, = o wiher
confiderations can lay any claim o Fivour. e
ther is this all, that he hath the of :..Loﬁim* \;
of ftate; but, if he diflikes their Wﬂmu whq;

chofen, he difmiffes or changes vihout mom 4
ado. A peccadillo has heretofore Tows thoughe &
nough to render a Mandarine mcapﬂ‘lh of, contmmng: "N
in his place ; and I am told that & qw,ufm'-
of their cities was turned out, beca:
audience his cloaths were thetibht
comc the f his office ™ e i
apu'fon that humou Jr 10k
fuchaphce,ortoa&asamgi Al agh o repredie::
his 'Pﬂ :
lmyfclfﬁ.w at Pekin an example of o
reign power, at which the ma.
cqjc it was brought a it with I:q

r ~'
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t three Colaos (who are Man-
e for their places amongft the
of ftate are amongft us)
sder-hand for fome feryices done
tion of their office. The em-
éirar, w) wasliformed of i it, took away their fa-
inm's. nmmc&k and ordered them without far-

i : Ehar trouble to réﬂ ‘What became of the twa

. or how they were ufed, I cannot tell 5 but the

Sgtlier, who hads great while been a maglftmtc, and

N s s mach. o ed for his underftanding as he

'_ s velpatod (hedis age, was condemned to look

!.f.;gf:u ang of he pilace gates amongft other common
doldicrs, ju whofSgempany he was lifted.

1w hios Sl one day in this mean -condi-

" pon s he was duty as a common centinel 3

L whend pild , 1 bowed to him, as indeed

_evane b iy for the Chinefe ftill refpected in

him thig: floodas ins of that honour which he

chefled.

L‘l J k "ot i oon left wondering at fo fevere
o pb nilheent 4 on {o great a man; when
Yizw aier whats er even the princes of the

d "-'"ﬂdma e ufed. One of them was a
e o prts, efpecially of cock-fighting
oh ¥m vl diverfion in the Eaft, and the
@ikiacy’ oi thol¥ creatures, which, armed with
pavalacks, fight Wl they die with an incredible
il snd coutugegsy very furprifing,) The em ip«:mr
Bghpo: thick 3t that this prince fhould
“h tort of diverfions. He knew
hawe fpan: time ag well as others, and
ot dirogate from any man’s character

are. more fuitable to young
is not at gll improper for men of
gravity ‘§o_ condefcend to mean

[

e 2 \
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and ordi in order to”
ation and eafe to their weary fj |
H@hcmmdnmhurmﬁchwhqy-
mm:;&mpg:mmh:ﬁ:;ai‘ :
fo unbeco s years, he _:l‘o'cnk.‘. ¢
it; but, ﬁﬂﬁ that this admonit | 4 m%‘
with him, the emperor refolved te “V AR zb.a:ngt
of him, and did therefore declare, (70 0 1o
feited his title and honour of Prince  be won, e
fides, deprived of his retinue, his ‘oirv. anl N
quality, until he {hould, by fome _L-os6d exeme*
ordinary aétion, make it appear to {51 whole kmg-,
dom, that he was not unworthy € ¢ Flood fome
whence he fprang. -

The em went yet a Farther, fpr pery
ceiving malzemtie number ofﬁapéu prues of P::
blood was very great, and that t « | @ st of
many of them might in time byt e gl
into contempt ; he publithed an v L ae
fhould hereafter bear that chaméir, ‘withowt e
exprefs leave, which he gave toncr, har mranls,
who, by their virtue, underftanding . 0! fﬁhg\nq
in their offices, did very well defam

Such adminiftrations in Europe wi 00 cofe hag
burnings and factionsin the ftates 3 bor o Chins ey
are brought about without any the \=t ‘mh-m, .
thefe changes create no manner af « v« they i
are done the publick good, s vt Fam &
perfonal hatred or violent paﬂ]on » Bowsver, o l‘ja
emperor fhould be fo far tranfpe- ' = =
thus to fatisfy his own paflion, ¢+ & L
wmmmt&gmqﬂyammm‘n'q'w e
mﬂulﬂdmm&ummnﬁnoﬁﬁg~-3u

againft him, =y

You will have lphmgoofof e W

of the emperor’s paf

in a late war

FE=T




¢ pumﬂxthem: and mth—-
4% nr g, who had darg. to make
fouds ity mrﬁﬁnes of feveral of the allies
the '-'“.w: "'h-c Tartar, whofe warlike troops
DRIplY Oy an O nity of fignalizing them-
o advinge © ®page the imperial army, and
1 upon {{L' y Wil much violence and our,
Lt .. Wit Tots g he was fo much in-
Ferior (o4t @ T.m!nbu', he beat them from their
enovnud, ol Foresd Chem to retreat in diforder,
. Th: emperes ' her-in-law, an old Tartar, well
s d ra U= .. ot war, commanded the artillery,
asi p.m ?w .+ well that he was killed at the
"ol rw ot b vefoldiers, whom he encourag-
s el ] H-_z‘ “+aple as by his words ; but the
Foneeal vk oo o flying firft, and drawing by
E:; ﬂq"rf .r! c wligl the army after him. The em-

!‘ug,y 7 amanof cou and an ad-
ol 20w s troubled at the lofs of the
tﬁv‘ i '.‘ on hewe @ that of his brother’s honour,
S0 Dl b oneately to court, to be tried be-
ﬂl:c. a c--.'.-.- .~ of i lood, whom he affembled in
AR ralace. t:‘

The prp 'r- . wasonall other accounts a

fomuf finguls 5 - furrendered himfelf witl‘r?t;lre
S Euwi v A Ll niflion, as he could have done,
Bt Ao oo sie b uneft officer in the army, and,

At (vl B Batence was pronounc’d, he con-
degandy! bom el owned that he deferved death.
| Hefert it e ry but you ought to re-
AT W .fa,x’ be ' it etk your death in the midf

of A epeniizs iriugle unduar bere amongfl us in the
= 3 - can only imreafe your difgrace.
s was inclinable to on him ;

s T o t!]ts ught themfe in for:l
sl .,--_. t m mmdﬂ’

~_' 'tlw\."mo&afhlspu:‘;g'gm

-~ ncle, w&oaﬁ&edatthzeoui




252 the Policy dond ol
cl treated h:mv;r_:th ﬁ} rauch g Kl Lontons
that amongit us fuch ufagé wouk aﬁ&%
man fo fetr‘agfbly as to goﬁ%ea: to byeak ﬁq i

The emperor, who has power o o
the princes of the blood, % certuinly dr. {?j'
his other fubjects: The lawﬁ o b s fur mean
ter of their lives, that nmthertvg% . p;.«-l AY ._nt\.
nor any other fovereign court thict uhow the vl
empire, can execute any criminal % thoor e cpre s or+ |
der from court. They are arraigned sl (il Lpand
down in the feveral provinces, bu t‘\l"!:"ﬂmll.*: -
always prefentad to the emperbr‘, who ether con- 1R
firms it or che&s it as he pleafes . = 1"! ahy end
agrees to it, but he very often et o it piel ‘”
fentence, and makes it lefs rigore: H

Secondly, altho® every one be i’ I‘!-lﬂt’? G"
his eftate, and enjoys his lands, ek Wy Al *Im.r.&
and moleftation : the emperor car *+ - Sl
what taxes he thinks fit upon his fh <55 L0y
the preﬁ"mg wants, and relieve the = = e 1#' the |
ftate. This power indeed he felc i ke ule of
whether it be, that the Ptandmgref " and o ithsry
taxes are fuﬁic:ent to maintain @& W ol mJ ary
whether it be, that in a civil war they = uniwiling
to run the hazard of provoking 1mo¢ ’ﬁ nlx 100 '
much, by laying too great a loac va “heen. 'I"m:-;z!N
have hkcmfe a cuftom of c*{enm every yeerione '\
or two provinces from bearing thei pi weartign’ i
the tax, efpecially if any of ther ‘wesc [qﬂ'g
thro’ the ficknefs of the pao e, o, I e Ta
thro’ unfeafonable weather, 0 ,h__ i gu
anmcrmfeasuﬁg "

It is true, that the fubﬁdxes,vﬂuch he ﬁw- ’t‘.‘
are fo confiderable, that, were t'!is(?nmtﬁ
duftrious, or their lands lefs frmt,ﬁ;l, e
like the reft of the Indlan kmgdofn wod
ly a fociety of poor Jnd miferable + e’
l’m prodigious mc ¢ that makef e

/ I' 'l
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B e lt' « 'nables him, at an hour’s warn-
A io rﬂah 4 poreat and 2 numerous army to keep
ik r ople n r»Ia&h:lce
< Viy difca)s to reckoh what the revenué of
j i e amiokins Qn becaufe, befides the money
4 (hedies vaft fums are paid in in goods.
\f"a. (e (ool examation which I could get both
the o i'-,._' v+ il from their bOOkS, I believe the
rr... f.ey receivis 1 haney about 22,000,000 of Chi-
sl crowns, whiclsthe Portuguefe call Taéls, each
oF wrhich i i “aity comes to about fix fhillings.
l bu the - oo lalty filks, cloaths, varnifh, and
B pnedredd orhier cuumodities which they pay in, to-

N

" gether '-;11.'; the cuftoms and forfeited eftates, a-
mennt b more  fhim 50,000,000 of the Chinefe
LroWns 5o th . alier having allow’d for the goods

pedeived inca e slury, their value in filver, and
; 1o wareft and moft exa& calculation
fibley I fnd ¢o0 Sedinary revenues of the emperor
R0 imopat m orrgigney to 21,600,000 /. at leaft.
N Thindly, ahe .-._:.-,- of making peace and war is
2 the cmpaa s L Wy make treaties on what condi-

tions e plestes, wrinded they be not fuch as are dif-
Bonourable 1o the kngdom.  As for the judgments
which ke hinfel I {ulies, they are irrevocable, and, to
Jhate them pud i1t secution, he need only fend them
‘0 Y (aversym coauts or viceroys, who dare not in

Sud fedt delayy “igiftering and publithing them.
heny on iy : othes hand, the fentences, pronounced
S thelr puciienelts or other magifirates, are no
Wiy ke e (NEPproved and confirmed by the

" Tor

%'MY “ ther inftance of His fupreme autho-
t\*g IB Uiy 14k b has the liberty of making choice
'h;('.lio | Which he may not only chufe from
3!! ,hut fmm amongﬂ: his other fubje&s
heretofore put in

ﬁ ‘!I. mpargla.hty and wifdom, as|

would,
!




;zg-.

emperors, finding none of their fam. )y ’?.-.\'
rous, able to fupport the weight of +
for their fucchorspﬂ'fons mean ast r!r.-' I' n ‘»’f '1
fortunes, but eminent for their virtue. #: &.
for their underftanding ; faying that .
not only from a defire of their king r

alfo out of refpeét to the honour an' « 1 = ¥

own children, for whom it would b~ G
to live vntcl,than to fit a thi Gl
to the gngure,ymd oﬁmnme:pz: the Ralce of
their people. If, faid they, a lofty 0 (0 e
merit in thofe who bad it nat before,
injure our children in excluding them
But fince it [erves only to publifp v

defeils more abroad, we think ewsf . i I
tbe kindnefs and tendernefs which we ¢\ Lo o
keep them from that [hame and difgrac. o .
would neceffarily expofe them to. ' ' "
However, examples of this nature " ovs o on v oo
{eldom known, for the emperdrs, = v o
have bounded their choice within v « o o0
their own families; yet they do mot ¢ v vl o he
eldeft, He, who now rﬂigns w.ﬂhr fc ek *'l'll'g‘.l'.
was a younger brother; and fees his « | ol
dutiful, and free from ambittonas = =+ lt
his fubjeéts. The great number of  oos of 0
blood 1 with us in EIJ.!“OPC &Bpﬂ 21 oocihen o0
fears and jealoufies, but in China it - 1§ quite otiess d
wife, for, at the death of tb“'!ﬁhm; g '--n.l.
there were above ten thoufand # opiand

the feveral provint®s, yet was wu ~onfulior of
diforder in the leaft ; which could e iy el
from nothing but the exceflive aughmm u‘l this mp ,
r, who finds as little trouble in '
ing a multitude of prjices, as oth

foverning the common people,
f .




SR N . the emperor.
“W b of, o publickly owned who fhall be his
k }jci,c,_; 1o v afterwards exclude him, and renew
& Sk oot L aot unlefs he have very good reafon
F’,.-, “# 4.l Lo vor unlefs the fovereign courts of Pe-
.‘ﬁr A0 1@ er give their confent to it ; for if
P pe 0 ST ithout obferving thefe methods, it
“ou Il w0 raife the people’s tongues, but pers

bt ties Teods againft him,
Lt 1o grve itfelf cannot put an end to his
' , which is exercifed even over

R power over b )
' the duad =7 .n he either difgraces or honours (as

B muen e ™ were alive) when he hath a mind
M ther (o tewoo or punifh themfelves or their fami-

',/'f"ﬁ'rs i1: v1o3 fome after their deceafe dukes,
ot wovvoe . and confers upon them feveral
@il oo+ h our language knows no name for.
Fie e « e them as faints, or, as they fpeak,

oy ek the o naked fpirits. Sometimes he builds
w e tenple nd if their miniftry hath been very
boisficel, W ooair virtues very emunent, he com-

L susdts e ey 2t honour them as gods.  Paga-
Alm B oy o any ages authorifed and countenan-
ced this gl igion 3 yet this reparation religi-
4u® s ow oy empire of China for the forenien-
tlaned e o hat, ever fince the foundation of this

* “lupart, b woperor has been always looked upon

&% e bt ik and principal fervant of religion 3

~ 40 the B Lo e ceremonies, and publick facrifices,

* wiich he o . thought worthy to offer up to the
grest © veutor o " h h

Sl it s Oty inflarice, which, tho'. of

mﬁmr:m “ian the precedind? yet may ferve as

e e dhew how unlimited the authority

i, It is this, the emperor hath

ie figure and charadter of their

1 .. chara®ers already received,
"% ew one. He may likewife ehanga
th



the names of provinces, of citiess ¥ # i ™
may likewife forbid the uﬁ'n%:f ity exprefimes ¢
manner of fpeaking, he may forbid *he Wk of !'miw{ ‘
expreflions which are generally receivid. San gy
bring into ufe and practice thofe we s f l‘:;»ra}.m;_,L
which have been looked upon as §u®io g Lo
couth, and this either in comme | ol o W
writing. So that cuftom which ex -~
able an authority over the fignif oo & wonds,
that the Greek and Roman pow oL LK
fubdue it, and which for thatyeéal w —g

been called a fantaftical and an mmjoit o, Gl
commanding both princes and com o pennle s i
cuftom, I fay, of which even in " v v o
plain fo much, s fubmiffive and v 10 L

SO DRSS Ler-

I IO

i r
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and is content to alter and give wu e G-
peror commands, : Ry

One would imagine that this 0 e e
fhould often occafion very unfor nare “vens v
the government, and indeed it fo Jaeh, Bk
nothing in this world is without ©= «/lo ol won-
venience.  Yet fo many are the vodions, a0
wife the precautions which the Tav = ©ove oofngd

to prevent them, that a prince mui “o by g
fible of his own reputation, anc « . ol
well as of the publick good, Whe i e lons
the abufe of his authorty. o1 X
For, if he hath any d for his reputatihn, thare -
are three things which will preva’ “il o tais
vern by juftice and notd{:aﬂio" dict!, ot akCiogs.
givers have from the fi uﬁm oL M |
merit ‘made this g, ffahding maxitn, o ke S
‘properly the fathers of their peopl . #or
placed in the throne ouly to be &
herefore it is that in all'ages the
Grand-father, and, of all'his title
is none which he likes to be alled 1
, ¢ ‘|' fa‘-fﬂ. 1

.

. &



.prﬁ: Chme{c o 9

5 lk-.t, h Ll pnnceisfudeeglylmpnntcdm
}L iveld “of His ple, and of his Mandarines,

k. fnf-' when they uﬁm e any panegyrick in the praife of
A 9L snr, it s upon the topick of his affedtion
Gyl sale. T e teachers and their philofophers

co \!uwn i Stk in their books, that the ﬂ:ate is
b Bigs fam T ‘nd that he, who knows how to

Y ORG e BAC oY, the bcﬂ: capablc of rulmg the
other 1§ tasteY the prince negle&s never {o little

v rade it o imaxun, he ma a.good war-
Sigs A o . & lmme! prince, and yet

5

auder 4t :"- ( a:;pgo efteem from his people. The;
an Bor 4 yrm er of their prince from thefe
» v foch Bl .-I-..-_u is reputation increafes or dimi-

r-.

uilbws vilch chem proportlon,ashcmor is.not a
{\_h) D 1A

Yedagnd e * Mandarine may tell the emperor
g his faulss, pet 1¢;led.1tbcm fuch a fubmiffive man-

L0, W% % el to that veneration and profqund
pedies® which s 8 to him; the manner they ufu.albr
taks o g b ‘tiq\.'lt js this: The Mandarine, ,who
PEGve 8y Siig dn the emperor’s management
fiiif-'d_*:--.;-rh'. 1y .mr conftitution or laws, dran&gsg Up a
s coft, o wliclafter havmg fE:t forth the relpedt,

wiich helhas 5 :wward.slus majefty, hc.moﬁ:
Hymbly §oo [ drince, that he wIll pl e to refleét
upun phe ancing laws and good example of thofe

foly g s predeceffors: afterw he takes
. prwm S0 hzq ds, that his prince hath
PQWU\'M from & ’ >

daily prefe~ted, and which the
L: if he does not here
it.in mind of it agai
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A little chon:I&n'ivcda.t kin, ¢
an office in that court, which ni' f uo ?'
fpeétlon inte the math at] ey 1r
advife the emperor in the afo 4.
ing the education of the prmce i'a
that, inftead of breeding him up
ledge, his tutors made it their i
vour to make him expert in t}
fhoot with the bow, and to ma
ther let the emperor know, t
from his palace, and, that cont 0 (T
the ancient kings, he made "(. 1y
tary. This prince, who was dg
as well as the moft politick § otel',ncrs thie
in the throne, feemed to pa \ '
rcfpe& to their advice. Never!l -:Is ! fric. thdi
Jourmcs into Tartary contribuc’ sl oy ;Le 7y
ferving his health, the princes @ how ol BetSi
Eed him to reg:.rd that mor+ fh’.,‘_‘dﬁ' p (¥ .-t;'

of particular men. X

As for the mathematician w lpu.zﬂ’ R
felf with what did not bclong !h: p\hﬁ
of the prince, he was turned |
the reft of his fellow- oﬂ"lcers, the lw,‘. 06 hend

in“the bufinefs, were dcpnv -I *ut’\ m
This method hath been pra :

China, and their hiftories takc:
has been found fopowerﬁﬂast
perors, when they a& amifs, t
altho’ this means iru @ 3
pamcular perfons w i
Thirdly, if thelf princes havs
reputation, the manner, ‘in whi
“wrote, maloneﬁ:ﬁmttokee 4
:ﬂm number ofmc::i
O s are ]! ”'F »
b Wiﬂl




: clf and wathout communica-
s, as things fall out, fets them
per, and puts thefe papers thro’ a
e fetapart for this purpofe In thefe
‘emperor’s virtues and faults are fet
: e liberty and impartiality. Swch 2
e ey, tbg prince’s bebaviour was unfeafonable
ubmis oie, be [poke after a manner which did not
vy, The punifbment which be inflicked on
#Rrarber the effelt of bis paffion, than
e, In fuch an affair be ft ’d the
® sy>Ad partially abrogated lbeoﬁ tence
NG gﬂram Orelfe, He enter'd courage-
R defence of bis people, and for
spisienan o of the §onour of bis kingdom. At fuch
odsome be ol on bonourable peace. He gave fuch and
me~ sl bis. Iwe 1o his people.  Notwithfanding
o G it given bim by bis flatterers, be was
ey guli s «r, “ut bebaved bimfelf madeftly, bis words
?‘t St fempired with all the [vectnefs and bumility pof-
B soiick wade bim more loved and admired by bis
L cout! Thin ey “And in this manner they fet down
© ceery thing fhas oceurs in his adminiftration.
50t thur quther fear on the one fide, nor ‘hope
"ol other, may byafs thefe men to a partiality in
| the wecauns ey give of their prince, this office is
. ¥ opencd uﬁmng that prince’s life, or while any
' ﬁm;ll'. it in the throne. When the crown
e, which often happens, all thefe
ered together, and, after they
to come to the more certain
utk; they from tl}em compofe
m , tepropofe him as an
if he have adted wrfcly, or to

ve been negligent of his own
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of ﬁlf.tcry and it are to pes
jve it him, hcm f:henhccmcu
he bchavcs himfelf dunng
Intereft, which has a far g
fome tempers than the love of 1
a motive to the emperor to be g
cuftoms, and to adhere to the Iz
wholli; made for his advantage,
late them without doing fome p
authonty 3 nor can he make new
without expofing his kmgdom
change and confufion. Not that’
court, or his parlxaments, h
may feem to affert their ansgk
provokcd to a revolt, or tom
government, as an occafion to dim
Altho' there are fome examples
yet thc{y feldom occur, and, wh ;
under fuch circumftances as feem go l» A To
towards their juftification, ek -
But fuch is the temper of the Cigg: _Mt
their emperor is full of violence & P.ﬁm,pr Qi'hr
n hgcnt of his charge, the farrifl P on e
poflefles alfo his fub_;a&s h :
thmks hlmfelf the fovereign of h
when he does not perceive it tak
rior power. ‘The chief minift
who are unfit to fill them. The '
many little tyrants. The gov,
more the rules of juftice. The pe
oppreffed and t.rampled ef
uence m{‘erab'lg, arp
iagues multiply %hd
nies 3 and macountry, where €
e, nuinemus ArmIes
, who wait for n

rgeaauspreemm.tp
{pdqmct.

’



e oftentimes put China under the

nafters. So that thc 'beﬁmd
‘ peror, to eftablifh hxmfe]f in his
! and an intire obe-
whofc goodneﬁ: hath been con-
rience of more than four t‘houﬁnd

1"
'&?"
y form of government which
e, .he emperor hath two fove-

qnc is c:.lrc?i- the extraordinary
dmpofed of princes of the blood
alled the council in ordinary, has,
g weral minifters of ftate, named
ok atg it.  Thefe are thcy who exa-
of ftate, and make their report to
o " tmp' T fm whom they have their final deter-
. hm“m e thefe, there are at Pekin fix {ove-
wg"tt fumrh, ¥ "' author:ty cxtcnds over all the

i sdx.ut

wees al i each of thefe courts have their
4 int figned to them, of which they are
. mnkn A '. : the names of them, and what is
_ L Lammt i to‘ g Judgmmr, are as follows,
The mur#.c 112d Lipou, prefides over allthe Man-
 Sarines, mrl 5 give them, and take away from
P {M d‘a.u O ._ That called Houpou looks after
the (rocy ~takes care of raifing the taxes.
'Tb:t o is to look after the ancient cuf-

is alfo committed the care of
and su'(:al,l and of foreign affairs.

charge ov e foldiery
Rl "”@Jw




t}m{'mngs which come under,

prefident and feveral counfellog,
fubjec to the prefident of the pi¥
whom there is no appeal. e s

But becaufe it is the emperor®sjsic s
confiderable bodies as thefe {o £ )
may not lie in their power to w
authority, or to enterprife any
ftate ; care is taken, that tho® eacl
have their particular charges of '§
ftituted fole judges, yet no confilfi

brought to perfection and rnau}F . :

help and mutual concurrence PF allislins cuieis
explain myfelf by the inflancd of War ¢ 1y
of the troops, the quality of their aii '
of their armies, are provided for ¥+
but the money to pay them mul
fecond ; fo that fcarce any one «ii%
to the ftate can be promoted w s
of many, and oftentimes of all t1s Wiy
The fecond means ufed by tie s
purpofe, is to place an officer in <48
who has an eye to all their prociid
it’s true, of the council, yet he & #eient
affemblies, and informed of all t ) roace
may call this officer an anch&or‘ o o
advertifes the court, or elfe opediy W
darines of the faults which they it 1) o
vate capacities, as well as of thats Wiich o
mit in the execution of tﬁr 5 :
geira&ions, th::fr ' vgmr; e
tha.tnt)\‘.hm.g' ﬂpes l"' £
he, who once undertakes this es
it for any other, that fo the hoj



: the 'nc'ﬁ. _ 20 sh
gt call Colis, even the princes of the
and I remember that one of the
ty, having built a houfe fomewhat
tom of China did of him-
1 a few days, he had heard
fpecors talked of accufing him.

pces, they are under the immediate
{orts ofy viceroys. One fort has
" one province only. Thus there
‘Pekin, at Canton, or at Nankim,
5 but a little diftant from the chief
“Wce.  Befides this, thele provinces

A ““mmnt of other viceroys, who are
SRR oiahd  have under their jurifdiction
ol e, \ Y fdmetimes four provmces There

£ prifice i Surope whofe dominions are of fo
.—x - lng the jurifdiétion of thefe general offi--
'} vt j'tf‘frb foever their authority may feem

“to jhaf* thogig Fjl' I no wife diminith that of the parti-

| ey i' victs 1 snd each of thefe two viceroys have
: En - | bt fo well fettled and adjufted,
oy ww clafh or contend with each other in

24 | of e i their feveral lordfhips
o ﬁ \ {1e fame nature with thofe at Pekin
but are {ubordinate to them, fo
TRl to them: fthc:‘earc befides
iy menor offices for the
o oy fiidhi 1tamordmg to theP:g:;nogf
are three forts of towns,
8 ¢ ar governor, and
ndarines who adminifter juftice;
ther.e § this difference, that
iort or rank are fubordinate to thofe
tho _e’éf the fecond are to them of
ﬁrﬂ: rank are fubject to the ju-
I officers of the capital citics,
re of things requires, and t?!n
&



in whom refides the imperial aut
time to time, convenes the p in
his province, to take cogmﬁmcc 1

ies of the governors, le ten: . ¢
inferior officers: he fends private difiy _'
to inform the emperor who mis|

who are either therefore depnved of

On the other hand the viceroy’s al
poifed by that of the great Man :
about him, and who may accufe hin: w4+ 1hcyf
fatisfied that it is neceffary for tl;p pu[mr'L
But that which principally keeps him a0 fis s
is, that the people when evil mt’r@ﬂ. ar apur! e
by him, may petition the emperori i

removal, and that another may h-,' L dered My —
The lmﬂ: infurrection or diftu '-L“;; b d *:'Pq |
door, which, if it continues three T

fwer for at his peril. Itis his fa.uh:, Iw.i' Ve li’* alk

difturbances {pring up in his fa.mnb tha ¢ e Lo,

province over which he has the ct o Fie'
to re%nlate the conduét of the 18 s_u Ao Rt .
that {o the people may not fuffer b;rﬂ.

ment. When people like their ﬂ%ﬂqydq no:
defire to change them ; and, whm S yeke i gty

it is a pleafure to bear it.

But becaufe private
the court, and beca.u{'e the : :
people cannot always reach& cars |
(efpecially in China where the g
rupththbnbesthegemml of '

:me courts;) the cm
Kmt flm, perfons




wers, after what manner the Man-
mfelves in the execution of their
n their private, but certain infor-
o Shall bythep.lbhckt:dmce,ﬁhmh
i wmus, th are acquainted wit|
pub?;k!y own thcwcommdy
iperor ; they take up thofe crimi-
I sind manage the caufe againft them.
_wept all the judges to their duty 3
rtars have been mafters of China,
% been Jaid afide; inafmuch as
®pufed their commiffion, enriching
z]'xq'ufcwcs; =y tking money of the guilty to con-
v oeal their na.a}ru, and of the innocent, whom they
ZL bt 1o wafe as criminal. Ne\rerthe.le{'e, that
A Jaiifeful a e of keeping the magiftrates to their

FalSaty aicy - holly loft, the emperor himfelf,
Ff’-*-ﬁ. TP ve for his fubjem hath thought

’@P {0 i o st in perfon each province, and to
- v Hniif 3 complaints of his people ; which

the wﬂ'am '«'fueh a diligence as makes him the
\ ke of ) es, and the delicht of his
e Pl the great varicty of accidents

~ iinened to him during thofe his pro-
i, that, being once (epm’atnd from
4 faw an old man weeping bitterly,
wired, what was the occafion of his
Neiis 3 el Bl oid man, who did not know to
Sakeot e ot o T had but one fon, who was the
Sl of e, “and on whom lay the whole care
¥ Fariy andanneof Tartary has deprived
“h hath mldé.me helplefs at prefcnt,

: I ﬁ 3 for how can I,
-~ nd friendlefs, o fo a man
¢ reftitution ? That’s notgrgtdlﬁmlt



mnny.ind in two hours n--'
Mandarine’s houie, who Iittle
* dinary a vifit. In the interim the g
company of lords, after a great deal
came thither; fome of which attiis )
others entered with the emperor, not £ g
the bufinefs was which brought -q_ >
the emperor, having convn&ed the D
violence of which he was accufed; ™
on the fpot to death ; afterwards 1ol 'i‘ to fhes
affli®ed father who had loft his f ¥ iikeygo -
a good recompence for your I s o SN S y
grave and ferious manner, I give 1 yu ‘the officeaf
the criminal who is juft now dead 5 Bl slis e i
execute it with equity, and let his punifr AR, 1 .l
as his crime, prove for your advanta. ", ﬁ_u- :
youin your turn are made an exuuk roathe "s i
They have ftill a farther means o - 10 S0
roys, and other governors, to a?-&- oarcial cb;ﬁ-..n
charge, which expedient I do not Lelesr sy gae ©
vernment or kln%dom, tho’ never (. T LR T
ever yet make ufe of. It is this, € « | 10‘9’!‘71&9
is obligcd from time to time, with all humilingand
fincerity, to own and acknowledgeshe coitar pule 5
lick faults committed by himfelf in fis ol u.iﬁ.n.‘g{.
tiob, -and to fend the account in writing v 4o cokiet. | —-i
This is-a more troublefome buﬁne{'sg comﬁﬂ.y, Wit
than one readily imagines, for on e feifan wl' ¥
eafy thing to accufe ourfelves of tho!il hetips a-h.;r{ ;
we know will be punifhed by thc@rn}tvur :
mildly. On the other fide, it is.mot% ¢.n 1
dlﬂ'emble them ; for, if by chghce they |
them in the infpe&or:o!dve:ﬁfem
which the Mandarine fhall have con
enough to turn him out of his min
beft is to make a fincere YKL ©
faults, "nd to purchafe a pardon for thas by
which in China has the vqtuenf ST

*‘M .fm A




nothth{bmdm is no ﬁmll
inefe 5 the fear of fuch a punifh-
T n&mnmcs exceeding circumf]

fometimes even virtuous . his

ifions, which the laws make, as I
the following directions how to
nefs of punifhing criminals. There
a warrant to carry them before
that the magiftrate fhould fitina
o the accufation and plea of the
:‘rmmnl. Such formalities as thefe arenot infiftedion
, nnwgr the magiftrate fees a fault, there
M{m punifh it on the fpot, be it in the
e niay t'z

hway, or in a private houfe, it is all
up a gamefter, a rook, ora debau-
"op wnd ymout more formalities he ord
* #f his areadasnto give him twenty or t}urty
aftcr wiiih, s tho’ nothing extraordinary had
4ty 1 Lo on his journey without any concern-
nﬂﬂﬂ:ﬂndmg this punifhment, the perfon
My aeeufe the fame criminal again in afu-
x,'bmm- Lourt, where he is tried, the refult of which is
" gﬁv o farthad punithment.
Bithes, e plaintiff may‘in common cafes bring
T LTS q‘y higher maglﬂ*raﬁea court, cven
mit s bump]cadcd in an inferior court. I mean,
junt o a town of the firfk rank may forth-
Welf to the governor of the capital
pge, or even to the viceroy, with-
amineg, before the governor of his
, when it onag comes before a fupe-
ior ones may not take 1&ncc
puted to them by tho{'
ten 1s.  When the caufe is o
he lmy; Ckg:)mthe vic:roy to
me couris according to the
affair, wheﬁtheca.ufe is examind in
one

1 S



:;: of the undd‘oftheoﬁccs,f who ma
prdidmt upremc i
tence after he has adwfedwﬂa' mstad
communicated his opinion to the C.
it to the emperor. Sometimes th i
better information, fometimes gava: -
fpot, and in his name the fuprem
brief of the fentence, and fends it
for them to put it in execution. i
nounced in this manner is irre
Holy Commandment ; that is t copimancis
ment, which is mthout defeét erﬁ:hahw '
You will think it doubtlefs an ine: um'-thlr:
that a prince fhould have time toexa: '« '
affairs of fo vaft an empire as is that ./ “RE
befides that wars and forexgn negotia® 11 i
his time, which in Europe is almeﬁu
of the councils; beﬁdes this, Ifay :
fo well digefted and ordcred thx‘l: e car with Jafl™ o
an eye fee to which he ought 0
fentence, and this bcmp:ir'zhc:r l:g 4 S SRR SNy
they leave no room for intricacy = o ,
that two hours a day is time enougl  tho0 e
to govern himfelf an empire of th -;.mt\ﬂu;
were there other laws, might find © Jple vt fr
thirty kings; fo true it is, that the oo of Cie
are wife, pla.m, well underftood, and © o811 Wi
¢ i@ ‘the purtlcular gemus and temper ' m;: :
"*To give your eminence a genera. ;i
T fhall think it fufficient to remark-to Y
‘which are exceeding condugive to th
and are as it were theswvery foul of t
The firft is the ‘moral princi
into the people. The fecond is ¢
whichmfetupmmym B
maxims df gm& are.
every where obferved.




e dmtnuthcrthefevmtyof
h impertinency of their old age,
' f their rank, when the children
~eferment, can ever efface. One
i at a degree of perfection this firft
; tmtv.lg is improved. There is no fub-
< of obedience which the parents
Nor which the children can refufe.
&e obliged to comfort them when
ually to bewail them when dead.
'{i‘n ¥ ;n’inro felves a thoufand times before
i fgad beg ., offer them provifions, as tho’
Bhey Bk v alive, to fignify tg t all their
bdang “ 0o nd that from the bottom of their
o\ hosrs 1l Jh ~them in a capacity to enjoy them.
"Wy bur e with a pomp and expence which to
¢ wanild © o extravagant, they pay conftantly at
ther tonghe n ﬁbute of tears, which ceremonies
“Yhey | ftﬂ% even to their pictures, which they
!r.dt.p i thew acs with all mrmgmablc care, which
. they  bonpl with as duea re-
Wit s ctoy ould then' parents, were they yet alive.
' ‘I'netr kuips nanfcives are not excufed this of
4 h orefent emperor has been

' to his predeceflors of his own faml-
4 thofe who were not.  For one day,

3 he perceived afar off the
" which his father had erefted fol
- ]aﬁ'Chme{'c empm:r, who: loft hi




.b‘
.3

| A
ity *

all'which time he fixed his eouu el
and arofe not till all thefe ceremg
The ordinary term of moury
during which time the mourner €&
lick office; fo that a Mandarin® '}
ﬁkl} his cmplcl:]y, and a minifter of
to all that time in < NS
nourrécﬂnda&er his death asg:mfgm
ob ed in his family like a prince, 559 Sk
ifes a defpotick power ; as abfolute satt.
of his eftate, which he diftributes to Whom &
but alfo of his concubines and ¢/ 3
he difpofes with that liberty and
fell thcm to ftrangers when their
him. If a father accufes his for :
fore a Mandarine, there needs no;mﬁ-&?u? M
fed to be true, that the fon is = the
Ether be difpleafed. This paternii 'gr.\

' extent, that there is no father, but niy 'ﬁ by

life away, if he will flick to his ac: mm 4. 4
we feemed amazed at this
fwered ; Who underftands the mer : «
than the father, who has brought /.
!im‘d,‘*md fuch a long time obfervi| & i
can an on have = =1
a mol?{‘?nure aﬁ'p}él;nprrﬁr him ﬂ‘t. et f
who knows the cafetnﬁly, and oW i re
condemns him, how can we prono;
and innocent 2. And
fons have an in &ilike of o i
thers who were men, as well as faler . o
He*of-;ﬁiﬂl ‘mﬁpathh agnm& e
“dren s they

TR
Y
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is fo m n
rents, that antl;a?h;, mﬂxkc,
. 4d and mﬁamed by the undutiful ftub-
lifo r;derly behaviour of their children,

en that a fon fhould be fo infolent
o3 Vg it enits, orarrive to that height of fu
o ?pi:&‘f;_ & lay violent hands on them ; itis

Jre’s concern, and the province where
ence is committed is alarmed, The
: dges the criminal.  All the Man-
ke sigt u‘dpla.ceare turned out, efpecially thofe «
' . w1, who have been fo negligent in their
"W r The neighbours are all reprimanded
\ IO"{\PE\SH‘J!\L,, by former punifhments, to ftop the
..\ ¢ t0s cnminal before it came to this height §
= fm v i ofe that fuch a diabolical temper as this
. = lave fhewed itfelf on other occafions,
alis _g_‘srn ~wnily poflible to attain to fuch a pitch of
44« = oce. As for the criminal there is ro

o which they think too fevere: They cut
L it o thoufand piecesy burn him, dcﬂroy his
10 ¢ round, and even thofe houfes which
LS T _jr._md fet up monuments and memotials
> an infolence,
erors themfelves can’t reject the au-
ents, without running the rifque of
nd hiftory tells us a ftory which
: hc affe®®®n which the Chinefe
hadnmble. One of the
ther who ma.nlgeda vate -
the lords of the court ; fhr:m“’
y taken of it, oblged the em-
his refentment of ity for hisown
it of the empire ; fo that he banithed
diftant province ; and becaufe he knew
' T , thae.

ke )




hattl'usa&m woulclnot be verySuceptable
:nnces and Mandarines, he forbad, ‘hop -
pain of death, giving him advice the'ein, ke

111 filent for fome time, hoping thys of himt
would condemn his own conduct in * s (8L L
fecing that he did not, they refolver » i
rather than fuffer fo pernicious a prev. oyt

The firft,who had the courage ta =
to the emperor in this matter,was pys (0« mAhe
[pot. His death put not a ftop upne
roceedmgs 3 for a day or two %nﬂiudhd'
Ezs appearance, and,to fhew all the werld that ]g:
willing to facrifice his life for the hev
his hearfe to ftand at the palace gate.  The orp .
minded not this generous action, g3 thie ‘tather 8 i
more provoked atit. He not o ficedt K '
to death, but, to terrify all others £l /s g fas
example, he ordered him to be to ‘hir oo,
One would not think it prudence tp .i gt oo .
The Chinefe were of another mind, 1 by 1ol el
to fall one after another rather thn.n balely A0 _
pver in filence o bafe an action. G -

There was therefore a third whe devatad hlﬂ‘@ﬁ.' .
he, like the fecond, ordered his cc;f: to be I'ﬁ at '\ = |
the palace gate, and rotefted to ¢ hag
he vg:s notgable an lgngcr to fee ' ﬁ' il-y afy
bis crime.  What [ball we lofe by sur eitide, fu& ey
nothing but the fight of a prince, t”l-zﬂm G
lagk without amazement and borriy. 5
not bear us, we will go and feek W
emprefs your mother's ancefoys. 0
complaints, and perbaps=snsbe datg i
night you will bear ours and their S5
with your injuftice. '

The emperor being more enrage !

E':hxs laft the fevereft tormmts, . 0
y others, encouraged by thefe saiy
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.15 torment, and did in cffect die the

of fliatduty, which they ftood up for with

& drc 2 of their blood. At laft i heboick
by ‘%d out the emperor’s cruelty ; and

' g afraid of more dangerous confe-
hlmfelf convinced of his own fault ;
e was the father of his people, that
put to death his children; and
pn}s,hc was troubled that he had fo
nﬁ ther. e tecalled her therefore,
‘Imr?ormer dignity, and after that, the

* mioee he hoptured her, the mote was he himfelf

e & J‘immurm of his fubjeds.

5 A The Bt t.ﬂ.imo rinciple, which obtains among
Ahea; i 4 “onour eir Maridarines as they wouﬁ

2 W the ::mpcnlr 2 mfelf, whofe perfon the Mandarines
> lﬁﬁwp-d‘mt | 1 setain this credit the Mandarines never
I appeit o pubiick without a retinue, and face of gran-
"q‘ ‘ &imr et commands refpeét. Thcy are always car-
' A g ificent chau- open 3 before them go all
Stz o their courts, and round them are car:

hcd ull the ¢ and badges of their dignity. The

saple; vm:i"cﬁr come, Een to the right and

0 let them pn.fs thro’. they adminifter
aih:tr p&hccs, no body fpeaks to them but
be they of what quality they will,

- %ﬁ at any time tommand any p:rfons

no one comes near them without

o _ﬂ‘ilen any Mandarine took a Joufney;
itants of ; the towns thro' which he
owd to"THEEL him; and proffer their
g him with all {olemnity thro’
w when he leaves his office which
to the fatisfaction of all men, they
arks of honou‘rg as would en
to the love of virtue and juftice.
g his leave in order to lap own
2

) <



‘..... T e :») 4 (o

}us office, almoft all the mhabmmt'
ways, and place themf{elves fome o
for almoft fourteen or fifteen n
that every where in the road one
fomely painted, with fattin tablg
with {weet-meats, tea, and other
Every one almoft conftrains Wigs 5l e
down and eat or drink fomething, ¥ '{‘
one, another ftops him, and thus b {5
dzy among the applaufes and ac
people: and, which is an odd thiy
fires to have fometh.mg which co. .'
Some take his boots, others his cagy. ﬂ
cout 3 but they, who take any thiy
ther of the fame fort, and, beforu
multitude, it fometimes happens* ?:c
Jhirty different pairs of boots on. .f -
Then he hears himfelf called pulm
the preferver and father of his peapic. =
wail the lofs of him with wet eye. u;.é' %
rine muft be very infenfible indeec’. ' = s
his turn fhed a tear or two, when it fecs }’. '
der marks of affe@ion : for the i/mifus
obliged to fhew him this refpe€
do not like the admm:ﬂratlon of (vt
fhew themfelves as indifferent at ‘ﬁ"‘ FTOT
they doaffectionate and forry at the &
The extraordinary refpet whi
their parents, and people to thclt‘» .
teft means of preferving quie
ics, and peace in their towns ; .  { u
all the %c;od ?rdcr,h' : F 4
le, flows from thefc LS. '."-.' e
peoTphqthud priuciple of mon.En it
them is this, that it is very ;, )
fhould obferve towards each other &
of modefty and civility ; that the
thenﬂ'clves fo obligingly and com; x

- { ?
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. 'their adtions gay have a mixture of fweetnels and
courtcfy in them. This, fay they, is that which

" -n,mukes the diftin&ion between man and beaft, or be-

L
~

7~

.

=~
v o T 3 j would

; tween the Chinefe and other men ; they pretend alfo

that the difturbance of feveral kingdoms is owing to
the rou%h and unpolithed temper of their fubjects.
For thofe tempers, which fly out into rudenels and
paflion, perpetually embroiled in quarrels, which ufc
neithex, refpe® nor complaifance towards any, are
fitted to be incendiaries and difturbers of the publick
peace. On the contrary, people who honour and
refpect each other, who can fuffer an injury, and
diffemble or flifle it ; who religioufly obferve that
difference which either age, quality, or merit have
made ; 2 people of this ftamp are naturally lovers of
order, and when they do amifs it is not without
violence to their own inclinations,

The Chinefe are {o far from negleting the practice
of this maxim, that in feveral inftances they carry

_ iton too far. No fort of men are excufed from it ;

tradefmen, fervants, nay, even countrymen have
their ways of exprefling kindnefs and civility to one
another; I have often been amazed to fee footmen
take their leave of each other on their knees, and
farmers in their entertainments ufe more compli-
ments and céremoniec than we do at our publick
treats. Even the ﬁ:amen, who from their manner
of living, and from the air they breathe, naturally
draw in efs, do yet bear to each other a love
like that hers, and pay that deference to one
another, that one wot{d, think them united by the
ftricteft bands of friendfhip.

‘The ftate,, which has always, in pohcv, accounted

‘ltﬁs condncive to the quiet of the empire,

oinied forms of falutation, of vifiting, of
entertainments, and of writing letters, The

 ufus ’wliydfﬁdtmm:: s to lay your hand crofs yyour

MTﬁﬂ bow your hcad a little. "Where you

.;:' T . '



278  Of the Policy and Gouernment.. *
would ftill fhew a greater refpect, J mlﬂb,\jai_:g‘ £
your hands together, and carry thes’ Sippf & the
ground, bowing your whole body ; &= yow s s =
a perfon of eminent quality, or receiys fith amwis
into your houfe, you muft bend one kg o e
main in that pofture till he whom you r_l. 15 friapd
takes you up, which he always doe i
But when a Mandarine appears in pubii= ol
be acriminal faucinefs to falute him « «y Lt W
fafhion, unlefs you have occafion to ‘il «o i |
you muft ftep afide a little, and holf iy powr sy es
on the ground, and your arms crofs yRas e ey
till he be gone paft you. 3

Altho? very tamiliar acquaintance mak: v i h-
out any ceremony, yet for thofe friends, wha o pok
fo, cuftom has prefcribed a fet form of vifcn: Ui
vifitor fends his fervant before with «oe o 5l

L

paper, on which is wrote his ownnan.. " prol
many marks of refpe@t to the perfor "o viiiis, wod
cording as his dignity or quality 1s. W o i oo
fage is reccived, the vifitor comes i, ny! Ty -
with a reception anfwerable to his merit. 17 elan |
vifited fometimes ftays for the vifite o +hc ol
without going out to meet him, or f ¢ ool ¢

much fuperior quality, without rifing o0 fos |
fometimes he meets the vifitor at his o0 v . T
times he goes out into the coufl il il
fometimes even into the ftreet to 1« 1 .
When they come into view, they both jus sl 1l e
alow bow. They fay but little, the Sl s
are in form, one knows what he mull

other how he muft anlwer; they n
brains, like us, to find out new complist =
phrafes. At eve %:‘.e they makea I it whecnlp
ceremonies begin afrefh, and the bowsa il 1o
make each go firft ; they ufe but two v cak
irg qn this occafion, which are Tfin ; i!ﬁj\-ﬂ - Pray
be plealed to enter; and Poucan, It il 1 &

: i :f g ;
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' W repeats his word four or five times,

» e lnger fuffers himfelf to be perfuaded,
| lmd‘ ross Hﬁe next door, where the fame thmg

» L)ﬁmj ane :
© & o lentievcane to the room where theyaretoftay,
L rhﬂ; fran ‘m‘zrth door on arow, and every onebows

4B A N\m mnd; then follow the ceremonies of
¥ koesting, ..,--:-”._ soing on this or that fide to give the
NabE ity Hiein the chairs are faluted (for they have

¥ st i id them as well as the men, they
% puiithon o el duft away, and bow in arefpeétive
Cmie oo thenfollow the contentions about the

fielt ol v 1! this makes no confufion. Ufe has

o itne ol & the Chinefe, they know before what
‘nicle s and what othersare to do ; every one ftays
"% Wy edonein theirorder what isexpected,
{2 thors ppens no confufion or difturbance.

it o sned that this is a great piece of fatigue,
5 e 10 s motions and different poftures, in
: | i a quarter of an hour before they are

-

to 00 dus e @ maft be own’d th ve need enough
-t o o 10 (hairs are fet fozhya t every body fits
* . ©opoiie font anothers when you are fat, you muft
w o b vt in back, youreyes muft leok down-
voo ot buods muft be ftretched on your knees,
oo e Loen, st acrofs, with a grave and compofed
lbehg~ 7ot be over-forward to fpeak. The
Chine t.’f'-rw. it avifit confifts not in mutual con-
‘o8t s in outward compliment and cere-
Moy, ang‘v  lina the vifitor may truly and pro-
. pE lv I5) 1" uns to pay his refpeéts, for oftentimes

Xy shere Sy aaiz ho ours)n#hm words fpoken.
2 A mill’ : (hd aver to me, that a Mandarine

e, +m which he fpoke never a word to

. ays certain, that they never over-

with difcourfing, for one may gene-

, that they are ftatues or figures

kit ﬁr t, they have fodittle

4 © tuch of gmvlty ¢ Their
\



" Theirfpeechismighrily fubgiiffiveand M

will never hear them fay, for'mmp}g I am oo
you for the favour you bave dome me, ?@s, the fa-
wour which my lord, which my infiructer bas gr. 4
me, who am little in bis eyes, or who am bis difes;
bas extremely obliged me. Again, they den’t fay, i
make bold to prefent you with a few curiofities of m
country 5 but the fervant takes the liberly to offer to bi;
lord a few curiofities which came frem bis mean ane
vile couniry. Again, not WWhatfoever comes from yous
Fingdom or prevince is well waorkeds but whatfoever
comes from the preciouskingdom, the noble province of th.
[ord, is extraordinary fine, and exceeding well wrought
In like manner in all other cafes, they never fay 1o
you in the firft or fecond perfon ; but me your fervant
me your difciple, me your fubjefl. And inftead of fay
ing you, they fay, the doftor faid, the lord did, th
emperer appoinied. It would be a great piece o
clowniftinefs to fay otherwife, unlefs to our fervants,
Duaring the wifit the tea goes round two or thre
times, where you muft ufe a ceremony when yor
take the difh, when you carry it to your mouth, o
when you return it to the fervant. 'When you de
part it is with the fame ceremonies with which yo
came in, and you conclude the comedy with th
fame expence you began it.  Strangers are very un
couth at playing their parts herein, and make
blunders, The reafonable part of the Chinefe {mil
at them and excufe them ; others take exceptions
it, and defire them to learn and pra&ife before the
venture in publick : for this reafon thew allow amr
bafiadors forty days to prepgre for theinaudience «
the emperor; and, for FCE?E:; thould mifs any cere
mony, they fend them, during the time allowec
mafters of the ceremonies, who teach them, ﬁi,
make them pradtife. %
Their fealts are ceremonious even beyond wh:
you can imagine, you would think they are notinyite
.. )

’ i
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ptic ¥o make gri . Not a mouthful of
e ig)eat, or a drop of wine drank but it cofts an
" hundred facesi They have, like our concerts of
swe mufick, an officer who beats time; that the guefts
pay il togetherin concord take theirmeaton their
plates, andeput it into their mouths, and lift up
their little inftruments of wood, which ferve inflead
of a fork, or put them again in their places in or-
der. Every gueft has a peculiar table, without table-
cloth, napkin, knife, or fpoon ; for every thing is
ready cut to their hands, and they never touch
any thing but with two little wooden inftruments
tipp’d with filver, which the Chinefe handle very
~ dexteroufly, and which ferve them for an univer-
fal inftrument.

They begin their feafts with drinking wine, which
is given to every gueft at one and the fame time in
a fmall cup of China or filver, which cup all the
guefts take hold of with both hands: every one
liftsthis veffel as high as his head, prefenting their
fervice thereby to one another without {peaking,
and inviting each other to drink firft. Itis enough
if you hold the cup to your mouth only without
drinking during the time while the reft drink 5 for,
if the outward ceremonies are obferved and kept,

it is all one to them whether you drink or not.
the firft cup, they fet upon every table a
weflel of hafh’d meat, or Ragoo. Then every
one obferves the motions of the mafter of the feaft,
who direés the actions of his guefts. According as
he givee.thafign, they take their two little inftru-
ments, brandifh them #y_the air, and, as it were,
. prefent them, and after exercifing them after twenty
#* . fafhions, which I can’t exprefs, they ftrike them in~
‘to’ the difh, from whence they cleaverly bring h;gla
- pece of meit, which muft be eat neither too haftily
~*, por too flowly, fince it would bea rudenefs either to
/- at before others, or to make them ftay for you.

ok N . .
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Then again thcycxemfcthen'i
which at they place on
fture wherein they were atﬁrﬂ: In' 2
obferve ttme,thatallmaybcgm dau;ﬁ-
A little after, comes the wine whith &
drank with all the ceremonies relid, “Theén
comes a fecond mefs, which they dip into a5 Into
the firft, and thus the feaft is ¢o gﬂl
end, drinking between every rnoutﬁful, thcre
have been twenty or four and twenty different p!
of meat at every ta.ble, which makes them dnnk.
off as many cups of wine; but, we miaft ohferve,
that befides that, I have faid, that #h ry, drink a8
much or as httlc as they wﬂl at ¢ time, thcq-
wine cups are very little, and their wine s ﬁ'n&ll
‘When all the difhes are ferved, whigh are done
with all imaginable order, no more wine is bron
and the guefts may be a little more free sth j'luti
meat, taking indifferently outof any of thefe dith
before them, which yet muft be dgpe w! hen the !
of the guefts take out of fome of their difke.
uniformity and order is always facred. At his
time they bring rice and bread, for, us pety
but meat has been brought ; they bnngi
broths, made of flefh or fith, in which ¢
if they think fit, may mingle their gice,
They fit at table ferious, grave, and filent, for'
three or four hours togeiier  When the ma.ﬂm
of the houfe fees they fﬂ.ﬂ done eating, he gives

the fign to rife, and
of an hour into the

divert themfelves. Th'
ble, which they '

meats, and dry

with their tea. : &
Thefe fo ﬂ:nﬁjy wdhand {6 .

tremely troublefome; which muft he pecformed from

ope.:ndnqthc gther of the fealt, keeps

I l'- '.]L



catifg, who,do not find themfelves hungry
’ they“anfe from the table. Then they havea
. great mind to go and dine at home ; but a com-
panywof ftrollers come and play over a comedy,
N -which is fo tedious, that it wearies one as much
“as that befofe at the table did. Nor is tedioufnefs
the only fault, for they are commonly very dull
and very noify ; no rules are obferved, fometimes
they fing, fometimes bawl, and fometimes howl, for
the Chinefe have little fkill in making declamations.
Yet, you muft not laugh at this folly, but all the while
~ ~ admige at the politenefs of China, at its ceremonies,
inftituted, as they fay, by the difcretion of the an-
cients, and ftill kept up by the wifdom of the mo-
derns,

The letters, which are wrote from one to another,
are as remarkable for their civilities and ceremonies,
which are as many, and as myfterious as the o-
thers, They don’t write in the fame manneras they
{peak ; the bignefs of the characters, the diftance
between the lir;_es, the innumer?blc titles of h?lr:our

iven to the feveral qualities o ons, the fhape
E}' the paper, the numqbcr of red,Pa;hitc, or blue
covers for the letter, according to the perfon’s con-
dition, and a hundred other formalities, puzzle fome-
times the brain of the moft underftanding men a-
mongft them, for there is fcarce any one who is fe-
cretary enough to write and fend one of their let-
ters as it ought to be.

There are a thoufand other rules pra&ifed by the
better fort in ordinary converfation, which you muft
obferve, unlefs you woulli=be accounted a clown;
and the’ in a thoufand inftances thefe things favour

of a ridiculous affetation than of real polite-

::z:no one,can deny neverthelefs, but that thefe

< cuftoms, w le oblerve fo exatly, do in-
“{pire into them a fweetnefs of temper, and a love
of « Thefc three moral principles, that is, «the
. N - - -1 ! ; ; ‘t{o ﬁ
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refpe@ which children pay their
tion which @il pay the emperor ah@ hi
the mutual humility and courtefy o :
their effe@ the better, becaufe, {upphirte
and well-underftood policy. The' psi
of which are, my lord, as follow.” A

The firft is, Never to give any one an office ¥ &
his own province, and that for two reafons: be-
caufe, firft, a Mandarine of ordinary parentage is u-
fually defpifed by thofe who know his family.
Secondly, becaufe being brought into favour and
repute, by the great number of his kindred.and
friends, he might be enabled either to make, or to
fupport a rebellion, or at leaft it would be ve-
ry difficult for him to execute juftice with an uni-
verfal impartiality.

The fecond maxim is, To retain at court the
children of the Mandarines imploy’d in the moft
confiderable offices in the province, under pretence
indeed of educating them well, but, in reality,
keeping them as hoftages, left their fathers fhould
fall from that duty which they owe the emperor.

The third maxim is, That, when one goes to law,
fuch a commiffary is made ufe of as the emperor
pleafes to name, unlefs the office or quality of the
criminal gives him the liberty to refufe him. If the
emperor diflikes the firft fentence, he may commif-
fion new judges to re-examine it untl the fentence
be agreeable to his mind ; for. otherwifs, it would
be in the power of money wr %fnw a
man whofe life would be ng¥igus ta the goad of
ftate. On the other ﬁdﬂ'% y wpnéed not ("
the prince’s paffion, whn, W he Bave ahuind totake |
off a good man, ma¥, findd ways ehiough 6 do ity
without going fo openly aout ir. Bur it % But fite
that there fhould be a meanscﬁina&
rid the empire of an ill man,’

\ - ")
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b 2 0 mneie,
fqurth maxim of policy is Never to fell any
to beflpw it always upon merit ; that

he

ff'j;, 6" thofe of good life, and who by a diligent

' “Jtudy have acquainted themfelves with the laws and

L cyftdiiis’ of their country. To this end, informa-

~ tions are exhibited of the life and manners of the

tandidate, egpecially when a Mandarine is removed
from an infefior to a fuperior office ; as for their
underftanding the laws, they undergo fo many ex-
aminations and trials of it, that it is impoffible for
an ignoramus to be thought underftanding, fo fe-

_ vere are the meafures which they take.

k|

When they refolve to fet a child apart for learn-
ing, they put him to a mafter, for the towns of Chi-
na are full of {chools, where reading and writing are
taught, which, to learn well, will take up fome
years. When the youth has made a pretty good
progrefs in this, he is prefented to 2 Mandarine of
the lower order to be examined. If he writes a
good hand, and makes their charadters hand-
fomely, he is admitted among thofe who apply
themfelves to the knowledge of books, and en-
deavour to obtain a degree ; of which there are
three forts, which anfwer to our batchelor, mafter
of arts, and do&or. As the fortunes of the Chi-
nefe do wholly depend upon their capacity and
underftanding, fo they fpend their whole life in
ftudy. They fay by heart all their ftaple books with
a wonderful alacrity, they make comments on their
laws: compofition, eloquence, imitation and know-
ledge of aheisancient dotors, and the delicacy and
pa?fﬂncfs of the moderm gues, from fix to fixty,

. arg their conftant employ. In fome, the quick-

and readinefs of wit faves them a great deil
of labour, for fome have been doftors at an age
when others gcan write but indifferently ; but thefe

_ ~pre heroes amongft the Chinefe, of which one in
) f-an age is enough. %%

; .
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Of the Policy and Governme)
The eéxaminations ar;{;&:‘;&, e al-ts_
created by the principal of the
i:ntchclor:, byptrliofep;dmdannes affifted by a%:
from court ; as for doors, they conimence
only at Pekin: but becaufe fome, who defods
this degme, have not wherewith to deft y o ”
five a journey; what is neceffary for it &
be:ﬁen ed on them gratis, that fo poverty may
riot deprive the ftate of the fervice of thofe mex
who may prove ufeful and beneficial-to it
Every one’s characer is taken from his ability to
invent or compofe. For this purpofe, the candi- ~
dates are fhut up in a clofe room, without books,
without any other paper than what is neceffary for
them to write on. All the while they are for-
bidden all manner of correfpondents; at the doors
are placed by the Mandarines guards, whofe fideli:
ty no bribes can corrupt ; the fecond examinati-
on is yet more firiét, for, left the commiffary fent
by the court fhould himfelf be byaffed thro® favour
or the hopas of gain; he is not fuffered to fee or
fpeak with any perfon till the examination i§ over, ™~
In creating the do&ors; the emperor often en- -
gages himfelf ; the prefent emperor is more feared
by the candidates than any of the other pofers, not
only for his nice exactnefs and rigorous juftice, but
for his extraordinary abilities in judging of any t.hmg
of this nature. When the doétors are named
are prefented to him; to thres priogh
he gives garlands of ﬂovnn, or an
honour, to diftinguith them o ¢
them likewife he chuft me af hmuynl s
demy, from whence they never mmow., anle
into pofts of the greateft confideration wnd
in the kingdom. ;M
The great number of prefents, ‘whm}n L
ceive from their kindred and fncnds, e
tors f;rom being poor, Every one “hage

o
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&d m his friendfhip § but, left high
P tietmﬂltzgledfﬁakc them negligent, and fit ll.:gfe
"s-to their ftudies, they ftill undergo feveral exami-

hations, where, if they appear to have been neg-
> ligent, they certainly meet with feverity and re-
* proof ; whertas, if they have ftill continued to for-
ward and improve their ftudies, they meet with a
“fuitable encouragement and reward.

No {mall fhare of the publick good is owing to
this principle of policy. The youths, whom idle-
¢ nefs and floth never fail to corrupt, are by this
~~ conftant employment diverted from ill courfes, they

have fcarce time enough to follow their loofe incli-

nations. Secondly, ftudy forms and polifh their wits.

People, who never engage in arts and fciences, are

always blockifh and ftupid. Thirdly, all offices are

fil’d by able men, and, if they can’t prevent that
injuftice which proceeds from the covetoufnefs and
corrupt affetions of officers, at leaft, they will take
care to hinder that which arifes from ignorance
and immorality. Fourthly, fince the places are given,

~ the emperor may with greater juftice turn out thofe
= officers whom he fhall find undeferving. We ought
indeed to punifh every offender ; yet, it would be

‘' natural to with a Mandarine who is negligent
of his office for want of underftanding or appli-
cation, who is too mild or over {evere, if, if tak-

ing away his place would ruin his family, whofe
ggole fgrtune, it may be, was laid out in the
chafe of it, when as, if a place be difpos’d only

E;r - prince who gave it, may eafily,

without any difturbance, e it from one and gra-

tify another with it.
v Laftly, no fees are paid for the adminiftration
of juftice. le,j\ﬂge, whofe office coft him no-
thi who has his falary ftated, can require no-
~ M e parties at law ; which impowers every
4 .yxm profecute his own rights. and frees him
% o

. {from

A\l
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from hcmg opprefled by th

verfary, who;::ant be brought ‘s g S

reafonably, becaufe the other M not mnucy
The Chinefe have eftablifhed this 25 2 fifth masiet

of policy Never to fuffer ftrangiers 1o huve wny Mt

in their adminiftration : the {miall efte®m, they

them, makes the Chinefe ufe thesi fb coarﬂy ‘1%13

fancy, that a mixture of natives andifomgncrﬁ wo

bring them'to contempt, ard eceafiun nought by

corruption and diforder, Prcjm @macc a’ho

fprmg pz.rttcular rudges, m } arties {
laft, rebellions. or differenc ple  negeffari- + -
ly fuppofes difference of cu anguagesy hus
mour, and religion. This mﬂcc n@ longer
children of the fame family, b
opinions, and tempered with the fami
be there all imaginable care ufed m
forming ftnmgers, they are at
fons, who never have that implicie ub:d and
tender affeétion, which children ‘b nml? bear o
their own parents. So, that fhou d
better qualified than natives, which
make the Chinefe believe, they would t’m ancy iwfor
good of their country to prefer fistives to them ; nnd
it is little lefs than a miracle g favour of chfif-
anity, that a few miflionaries
fettle thel?ﬂ ;
This e of polic “ext
when thofe o?mc falfe ﬁ?;ggn are kep
" teaches rebellion and dlﬂ:urbam,..
produc of caballing and riot 3 “bul™¥
therwife in chnﬁmmtyg-ﬁhofe h- gnalitg
and obedience to authority prod
unity, and charity among;
1s what the Chinefe begin to be cliak
had trial of it for a whole age

were it, if they would embrac T
tion equally ncce(fan{ for the
S
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.":-a . Feir fixth maxim is, That nobility is never he-
* reditary, neither is there any diftinétion between the

ities of people ; faving what the offices, which
t execwte, makes ; fo that, excepting the fa-

' “ymily of Confucius, the whole kingdom is divided
~ into magiftracy and commonalty. There are no lands

e ¥

v
-

‘. 25 to fhifle, or rather prevent any difturbance or

: ‘.. r 1 %) \;" 'mfu‘rt&ion

but what are held by foccage tenure, not even thofe
lands which are deftined for the Bonzes, or which
belong to the temples of the idols 5 fo that their
gods, as well as men, are fubjefled to the ftate, and
ar® obliged by taxes and contributions to acknow-
ledge tEe emperor’s fupremacy. When a viceroy
or ]%avcrnor of a province is dead, his children, as
well as others, have their fortunes to make ; and, if

~ they inherit not their father’s virtue and ingenuity,

his name which they bear, be it never fo famous,
gives them no quality at all.

The advantages which the ftate makes of this max-
im are, firft, trading is in a more flourifhing con-
dition, which the lazinefs of the nobility is the like-
lieft means to ruin. Secondly, the emperor’s reve-
nues are encreas’d by it; becaufe no eftatesare tax-

* free. In towns which pay poll-money, no perfon is

exempt. Thirdly, by this means, ies are hinder-
ed from ingratiating themfelves with the populace,
and fo kept from eftablithing themfelves fo far in
the people’s favour, that it would be a difficulty
to the prince himfzlf to keep them within bounds.
Laftly.-stde-a received O‘E‘nion among the Chinefe,
that, if an emperor wod be obey’dg, he muft lay
his commands upon fubjeéts, and not upon fo ma-

ny little kings.
Their feventh principle of policy is, To keep up
in p n’wﬁw&rgr:at armies, as well to
i a credit and refpe@ from the neighbours,
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infurre@ion which may happen at hdme. Herstifu .
a million of foldmywm fet to guard therfine
wall. A lefs number than that alio, to garrifo .
frontiers and great towns, would have been’)
tle, Now they think it enough to kegp g :
in their moft important towns. _

Befides thefe flanding forces, there are fiffceng
twenty thoufand men in each province, under the
command of private officers ; they have alfo foldi-
ers to keep their iflands, efpecmlly Haynan and
Formofa, The horfe-guards of Pckin are above
an hundred and fixty thoufand ; fo that, I be-
lieve, in the greateft and ﬁ:cureﬁ: peace, the em-
peror has in pay and at mufter no lefs than
hundred thoufand effective men, all armed according
to the cuftom of the country with fcimeters and
darts, They have but a very fmall infantry, and
of thofe, which they have there, there are no pike-
men, and very few mufqueteers.

Their foldiers are very graceful, and pretty well
difciplin’d, for the Tartars have almoft degenerated
into Chinefe, and the Chinefe continue as they al-
ways were, foft, effeminate, enemies of labour, bet-
ter at making an handfome figure at mufter orina *
march, than at behaving themfelves gallantly in an
action. The Tartars begin with heat and brifknefs,
and, if they can make their enemies give ground
in the beginning, then they can make their advan-
tage of it ; otherwile they are unable to conunue an
attack a good while, or to beurul i :

Ys 11;1"made in ordey and wigh wgcur. “The
: r, whom I have the At
: wlg who fays nothing but wh‘r’
does nothing but what is grig
charadter of them : They are &
pofed to bad ones, but bad when gppifedits g
‘Ilhe hthmmmwc -_--l-_._-'l
and i e‘x_ap.Great mengwho |

e
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+ved their couritry, never lofe their reward ; and

e, be aprince never {o opulent, he can never

T haye enough to reward all his fubje@s : this defect
16 made up by marks and titles of honour, which

$are very acceptable to the fubjeéts, and no charge

_to the prince,

! Thele titles of honour are what they call the {e-
veral Orders of Mandarines. They fay, fuch an one
18 a Mandarine of the firft rank, or the emperor has
placed fuch an one in the firft clafs of theMandarines,
of the fecond rank, and in like manner of others.
Khis dignity, which is meerly honorary, makes them
take place m affemblies, vifits, and councils, but is
no profit to them. To make thefe rewards of greater
extent, which the people.chufe much fooner than
penfions, they are fometimes beftow’d even upon
the dead, who are oftentimes made Mandarines after
their funerals, who therefore fill fometimes the
greateft places of honour amongft the nobility when
the emperor can’t beftow upon them the meaneft
place amongft the living. They have oftentimes, at
the {Puhlick or prince’s charge, lofty monuments raif-
ed for them, and that court, which looks after the

sublick expences, judges what recompence fhall be
g:id to tgrn dcfegt. %’heﬁ: rewards[:rne oftentimes
accompanied with elogies in their praife, made by the
emperor himfelf, which makes them and their fami-
ly famous to all pofterity. But the higheft honour is
‘to make them faints; to build them temples, and
offer them, f{acrifices as to the gods of the coun-

“try> By this means, paganifm has been mightily fup-
ported by the emperors, adoring themfelves the work
of théir own hands, and paymg worfhip and ho-
nour to them, whoy when alive, would have been

glad to be te at their now worfhippers feet,
a—“m ilprivatex::n hofe virtuous
agtions which bring no publick adventage tq the
t gmd?nngiﬂnry, thattcmpluhgvc been
Ua ol njfed
B, T L



mfed to thcmcmory of fome maids, whoilf
lives kept their chaftity inviolable.; And T m%/e
have feen, in feveral of their towns, trophics=dti
honourable infcriptions, raifed up for mhnbmt'ﬁf"
mean rank and degree, to publith to all the wm-ld
their virtue and merit.

If the Chinefe are very liberal in thcxr.nwa:aa. H
they are as fevere in the punifhments even of thcp
flighteft faults ; their punifhments are adequate to
their demerits. The ufual punifhment is the bafti-
nado on the back. When they receive but forty
or fifty blows, they call this a Fatherly Correct-
on; to which as well Mandarines, as others, are
fubjeét. This punifiment is not accounted very
fcandalous, and, after it is executed, the criminal
muft fall on his knees before the _}udge, and, if able,
bow three times down to the ground, and give him
humble thanks for taking this care of his education.

Yet this punifhment is of that violence, that one
ftroke is enough to fell one that is of a tender
conftitution, and oftentimes perfons die of it : it is
true, there are ways of foftening this num!.h'nnr
when the execution of it is in court. The cafjeftis o
to bribe the executioners, for there are gang of
them ; becaufe, left the executionerls wearinefs fiould
leflen the punifhment, after five pr fix fioe
other fucceeds, and fo till the whole be peifors
Buff when the criminal has by money e
his friends, they underftand thein bulinefi i
that, notwithftanding all the care wiich theld
'rmes refent can ufe, the punifhmene bcn* ig

moft nothing. .

Beﬁdcs this, in the courts there sr: pesfons ¢
hired, who keep a good underftanding with
«cers ; who, upon a fignal given, ke
the criminal, who efmmeamong the croud,
ceives his punifhment nont-vy, #hese anesen
.wha'cthefefwtsofmnomperf "' 2

;
r
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Ny ined by the blows of the cudgel.
™<,. By fuch a trick as this, Yam quam-fien, a famous
profecutor of chriftianity, efcaped the juft fentence
Yof thejudges. He engaged a paltry fellow for a large
fum of money, to take upon him his name, and
. go to the court of juftice in his ftead. He told him,
that, let it come to the worft, it was but a good cud-
gelling, and, if after that he was imprifoned, there
thould be found out a way to redeem him thence.
The poor fellow went according to agreement,
amd when the cryer call’d out aloud, Yam quam-fien,
the fellow anfwered as loud, Here ; his fentence
was pafs’d, and the Mandarine condemned him to
death. The officers, who had been bribed, feized
on him immediately, and, according to cuftom, gag-
him ; for, after fentence, the criminal is not
uffered tq fpeak. Afterwards, he was brought to
to the .place of execution, where the poor wretch
fuffered a miferable death.

The fecond fort of punifhment is the Carcan, which
differs from the former only in the place where the
baftinadoes are given ; in this, they are given the cni-
minal at one of the city gates, or in the high way :
the punifhment here is not {o fharp, but the infamy
1s l'grttatner, and he, who has once undergone thi%pu-

nifhment, can never more recover his reputation,
They have feveral different ways of inflicting death,
Mean and ignable perfons have their heads cut off,
for, in China, the {eparation of the head from the bo-
_~ay#difgraceful. On the contrary, perfons of qua-
lity are (ﬁ'mglcd, which, among them, is a death of
more credit ; if the crime be very notorious, they are
punifhed like mean perfons,and fometimestheir heads
are cut off g'd on a tree in the high ways.
- g=Rehels and ftraytors are punifh’d with the utmoft

~_ feyerity ; that is, to {peak as they do, they cut them
w oufand pieces : for, after that the execu-
va - e
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tioner hath ty’d them to a poft, he
all 1ound their forehead, which he :
it hangs over their eyes, that they mayl nak (=)
torments they are to endure.  Afteraeds S
their bodies in what places he thinks fic, 4

he is tir'd with this barbarous employm Jhe §
them to the tyranny of their enemies, and the atfples ¢
of the mob. : 'd \

Often criminals are cruelly whi .thc
pire. Laftly, the torture WhiC!;'l is t]g? cru £ aﬁ'
deaths is here ufed; and generally the ud‘y “and
fingers fuffer moft in it.

Ninthly, They think it good policy to foﬂald wo-
men from all trade and commerce, which they can
only benefit by letting it alone 3 all their bufinefs lies
within doors, where they find continual employment
in the careful education of their children. They nei-
ther buy nor fell, and one fees women fo feldom in
the ftreets, that onc would imagine them to be all
religioufes confined to a cloyfter. Princeffes newer
fucceed to the crown, nor ever have the rep bcucy
ring the young prince’s minority 3 and, gha® the en-
peror may in grlvate confult them, it i rl‘c’ ooed
mean and ignoble to do it. In which thing the€hi- |
nefe feem, in my opinion, lefs reafialild rhait in
others. For wit and forefight is equally the pordah
of the one as of the other fex 5 an .
ver fo underftanding as when he knows How 6 -
out all his treafures wherefoever nature has 4
them, nor ever fo prudent as when b & ks |
them. g
Laftly, their tenth maxim is, To euem
as much as poffible thro’ the whole
other policy is conducive to the plcn al
ence of their country ; but this is cﬁntn:rqeﬁ :
very lives of the people, who woul d

to the laft ty if trade fhould of i
natthe proplesne only, bt he Vi

.:0}" ' . | o2 & =]
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pirdput out their money to trufty traders to make
e beft advantage of it. By this private way, Ou-
L ey, the little king of Xenfi, who brought the
=Yartars into China, made himfelf fo rich and pow-
frful, that he was able himfelf to fupport g a
ong time ghe war againft the emperor.
_ To increafe commerce, foreigners have been per-
~='mitted to come into the ports of China, a thing till
lately never known. On the other fide, the Chinefe
{pread themfelves all over the Indics, where they car-
ry filk, china, phyfical drugs, fugar, japanned works,
wine, and potters ware. They go to Batavia, Siam, to
Athim, Malacca, and efpecially to Jappon, and Ma-
nilla ; from which, they are diftant but a few days
fail. From all thefe places they bring filver, all of
which, that is brought from Mexico to the Philippine
illands by the Pacifick ocean, is carried from thence to
Canton, whence it is fpread thro’ the whole empire,
But the greateft part of their trading lies within
themfelves, from one province to another, which
. like fo many kingdoms communicate to each other
! their riches. That of Huquam fends rice, that of
Canton fugar, from Chequiam comes good filk, from
| Nankim neat and handfome pieces of workmanthip ;
" Xenfi and Xanfi are rich in iron, horfes, mules, ca-
mels, and firs. Tokiem yields tea, Leaotum
and fo the reft. This mutual commerce unites the
})erocrlc, and fills their towns with plenty. Thefe, my
ord, are not all the Chinefe maxims, there are a
world of others, but I have wrote down thefe as the
moft known and moft effential ones for the publick

Good order in, the inferior governments is as ufeful

a partof policy to the ftate as any whatever, by thefe
inferior governments, I mean thofe of the cities, and
of the feveral . All thefe are fettled in China ;

. digtpieam the Wundation of that empite, the flate has

; sle things, ' Among
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Among perfons of quality, there never 87
any difpute about taking place, becaufe eveafe |
knows exadly what is due to his own and I3 41,

ity ; and it was a great furprize to evesy hedy . |
to fee, about fix or feven years ago, a prince of '
blood and a Colao engaged in Eu:h aYort of dy- *
pute. The occafion of it was this; the laws -.:‘gjn_h
that, when a Colao is about to fpeak twa ce
of the blood, he muft bend the knee, but cufton:
has laid as ftrong an obligation on the prince, to
take him up immediately.

The prince thought, that an obliging cuftom, tho
conftantly practifed by the royal family on feveral
occafions, ought not to prejudice his right by law.
He did therefore give audience to a Colao on his
knees, and never made any motion to him to rife.
The minifter of ftate, in a great confufion to fee
himfelf kept fo long in fo humble a pofture, com-
plained of it to the emperor, who affembled his
council forthwith. They looked into the cerema-
nial to obferve what they could find that would
eontribute to the deciding this novel cafe, but when F‘;
they could find nothing therein ferviceable to tha'
end they were more perplexed than ever. '

Finally, the council, who were againft innovations,
judged that the praét’c: ought to be continued as
before ; and, not freeing the Colaos from their ob-
liEation of fpeaking to the princes of the blood on
their knees, they thought it requifite alfo that the
princes {hould ufe that civility towards them as not
to keep them in that pofture long. 2ou can’t,faidithey
to the Colao, bamour the princes too smuchy wws P
donot do well to omit anyoccafionwhere you cdy (Dew 15 .
refpet you bear them. Princes, added the en
him who had occafion’d this difpute, are &y
rank fet bigh enough above the reft of Mankigl
ueed proudly to feck to debafe them lowers FHoE ¢4
want nothing to make them bonourable, bui jeniper

- A
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When you are denied the refpel? due to you,
world knows you bave not what you ought 1o
whave’ but, when you mfiff upon every little mark of
“efpett, it will make the world begin 10 inguire whetber

Jou deferve it. Thusboth of them were reprimanded,
and that nd'new laws might be made they let cuftom
Tbe their rule.
Every thing, that belongs to the princes or Man-
darines, is punctually ftated ; their penfions, their
houfes, the number of their fervants, the fhape and
bignefs of their fedans, are the badges of honour
by which they are diftinguithed; fo that, when they
come into publick, their quality is prefently known,
and the refpe@ which is due to them with as little
trouble pmgc When the Chinefe governed the em-
pire, even Erivate men wore their marks of diftinc-
tion ; and there was no learned man but his degree
and rank might be known by the fafhion or colour
of his garb.
The towns have their determinate figure; they
ought all to be fquare as far as the ground they are
. built upon will fuffer it; in fuch fort that the gates

may be {o built as to anfwer the four principal quar-
ters of the world, that is, the North, South, Lﬂ,
and Weft. The houfes have thorough lights, and
are efteemed ill built if the doors do not lie exaétly
] to one of the fides of the town.

Towns of the feveral orders have different big-
nefs, the chief towns are nine or twelve miles round,
thofe of the firft rank are but fix; thofe of the
fecond or third orders are lefs in proportion. This
rule neverthelefs is not fo univerfal as to admit of no
exception. The ftreets are ftrait, generally laid out
by the line, well paved, yet very inconvenient,
becaufe every jperfon of any account goes up and
‘ m either on horfeback or in a chair. The
are low, of an equal height ; thzjananqf
husbands would not fuffer that their neighbours

e 4 i . : & %
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houfes fhould be higher than theirow
their windows thould overlook their
gardens, .
The whole town is divided into
thofe again into feveral {maller di
which contains ten houfes, over ev.
fubdivifions an officer prefides, wh§ §
“every thing which paffes in his litt]
Mandarine what contentions happ=f,

'

dinary things, what ftrangess comgee or go |
thence. The neighbourhood is oblig  fhu-
tual affiftance, and, in cafe of an a oa

another an helping hand, for, if ang theft

be committed in the night, the nei? sod my
contribute towards repairing the -y Laftly, in
every family the father is refponfible for the difosds

and irregularities committed either By his o
{ervants. o -

The gates of the city are well logleed pfter, and,
even in time of peace are thut up at she appreach of
night. In the day time there arc guamds fo eaminge
all who come in, if he be a ftranges; iFhe Conies

iif| rbl"

|
from another province, or from a neighbourng l
town, they know him by his tone, by his micn, \aﬁ
his habit, which in every place ar¢ fomewhat diffe<""+
rent. When they obferve any thing or

or fufpicious, they take the perfon up, or infarm the
Mandarine of it ; fo that European miflionaries,
whofe afpe& is infinitely different ffom that of %,
Chinefe, are known as foon as feeri, and thole who
T it verydifh.

have not the emperor’s approbation
cult to make a long journey.

In certain places, as at Pekin, &8
comes on they tie chains crofs the firs
go the patrole up and down the ¢he
ﬂ:.\‘_:.ls and centinels are placed heregnd there. The

go the rounds upon the foRMications s
woe be to him. who is found then & ‘

--’ ! 2 ) =
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fs, mafquerades, balls, and fuch like night-
yorks’ dre pood, fay the Chinefe, for none but
\thievesand the mob. Orderly people ought at that
time either to fit up providing for their family, or
take their reft, that they may be refrefhed, and
better able the next day to manage the bufinefs of
. the family.

Gaming is forbidden both to the commonalty and
entry ; which neverthelefs hinders not the Chinefe
m playing, fometimes even {o Jong as till they
have loft all their eftate, their houfes, their children
ang their wives, which they fometimes hazard upon
a card ; for there is no degree of extravagance to
which the defire of lucre and riches will not carry a
Chinefe. But befides that it is a diforder which the
Tartars, fince they became mafters of China, have
introduced amongit them, they take great heed to
conceal their gaming, and by confequence the law
which forbids it always flourifhes, and is able to fup-

prefs great diforders.

¢ What I have faid concerning wives, that their

! husbands may fell them, or lofe them at play, puts

-

* mein mind to give fome account of the rules which

vheir civil conftitution, rather than their religion, hath

. ordained concerning marriages ; thofe who have a

mind to marry do not, as among us, follow their
own fancies in their choice of a wife: they never
fee the woman they are about to have, but take her
ts word in the cafe, or elfe they have their in-
mdon from feveral old women, who are as it
were infpeors, but who are neverthelefs in fee
with the woman’s friends to fet her out more than
fhe deferves; fo that it is very feldom that they
make a true defcription, or give a juft charader of
her whom they ¢lo to view.
The woman’ parents give money generally to
1Tari obl}ge_ them to give a favourable
QI

- ' i \

wer y for it the parents advantage tlmt
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and gentecl becaufe the Chinefe buy they
and, as in other merchandizes, they give ¥ e
Jefs according to the good or bad properties of them. /)

When the parties are agreed about the price e
contract is made, and the money paxd down &

paration is made on both fides for the muptial |
olcmnitics: when the day of marriage is come, theg
carry the bride in 2 fumptuous chair, before which
go hautboys, drums, and fifes, and after it foliow
her parents, and other particular friends of her fi. *
rmly All the portion which fhe brings is her
e garments, fome cloaths, and houfhold goods,
which her father prefents her with., The bridegroom
ftands at his door richly attired, waiting for her
he himfelf opens the fedan, whxch was clofely fhut,
and, having conduéted her into a chamber, dclivers
her to feveral women invited thither for that purpofe,
who fpend there the day together in feafgng and
fportmg, while the husband 1n another room enter- _ !
tains his friends and acquaintance.

This being the firft time that the bride and bride- b=,
groom fee each other, and both, or one, very often
not liking their bargain, is very often a day of re-
joicing for their guefts, but of forrow for themfelves,
The women muft fubmit tho’ they don’t like, be-
caufe their parents have {old them ; but the hushands
fometimes are not fo complaifant, for there have been
fome, who, when they firft opened the fedan to re-
ceive the bride, repulfed by her fhape aad afpedt,
have fhut the chair again, and fent her and hes
rents and friends back again, willing rather to E:-
their money than enter upon fo bzdg

When the Tartars in the late
there happened a ¢ which ~

merry not‘w:thﬂ:m - all theu- ) rtunes. A

province, they endeavoured tu feize upgn al

' \ Fomw
s ; | .
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-, fom 6 they could to make money of them, When
) M&: the chief city of that i they

# carriéd jall the women thither, and fhut them up
i " higgly p%ly together in the magazines with other
ds.

l t becaufe there were fome of all ages,

and degrees of beauty; they refolved to pat them

into facks and carry them to market, and fo fell
- them to any one at a venture ugly or handfome.

There was the fame price fet upon every one, and

for fixteen or eighteen fhillings take which fack you

will without opening it.  After this manner the
* foldiers, who were everinfolent in profperity, abufed
their victory, and approved thcmfglves more barba-
rous in the moft polite and civil city in the world,
than they had been in the defarts of Tartary.

At the day of fale there came buyers enough;
fome came to recover, if haply they could, their
wives or children, who were among thofe women,
others were led thither thro’ hopes that good fortune
and a lucky chance would put a fortune into their
hands. In fhort, the novelty of the thing brought
a great concourfe from the adjacent places. An or-
dinary fellow, who had but twelve fhillings in the
world, gave it, and chofe a fack as did the reft, and
carried it off ; when he was got out of the crowd,
whether thro’ curiofity, or a defire to relieve the
perfon in the fack, who complained, he could not
forbear opening it. In it he found an old woman,
whom age, grief, and ill treatment had made de-
formed to the }uEahe{t degree ; he was fo confounded-
ly. mad ateit, that, to gratify his paffion and rage,
- he was going to throw the old woman and fack

both together into the river, that the gratification of
_his Eﬁonmight be fome comfort to him for the lofs
of his money.

', Then the old gentlewoman faid to him,
our lot
»

isYgot fo bad as you imagine; be of
ht you\pave :made your fortune: take
care

i"‘.‘ » ‘,
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care only of my life, I wiil make yours ha
ever it has been yet. Thefe words fomt yhint- )
cified him : wherefore he carried her inte a pnmrH
hard by, where fhe told him her quality apd her /
eftate.  She belonged to 2 Mandagne of note i
the neighbourhood, to whom fhe wrote immiafintely,
He fent her an equipage agreeable to her quality,.
and fhe carried her deliverer along with her, and
afterwards was fo good a friend to him, that he never
had reafon to complain that he had loﬁ the two
crowns which he laid out in purchafing \
But to return to the Chinefe marriages ; Id\{uﬁ'
farther tell you, that a husband may not divorce his
wife, except for adultery, and a few other occafions,
which feldom or never fall out; in thofe cafes they
fell them to whofoever will buy them, and buy
another. Perfons of quality never do thus, but
common people do frequently. If a man has the
boldnefs to fell his wife without juft reafon, both the
buyer and feller are feverely punifhed, yet the huf- ‘
band is not obliged to take her again. N
Altho” a man be allowed but one wife, he may'.-‘
“have as many concubines as he will ; all the chiidren
have an equal claim to the eftate, becaufe they are
reckoned as the wife’s children tho’ they be fome of
v the concubines ; they all call the wife mother, who
1s indeed fole miftrels of the houfe; the concubines
ferve and honour her, and have no mamnuer of au- |
thority or power but what they derive from her. _
The Chinefe think it a ftrange thine rhat the !
Europeans are not thus allowed thc ufeé of wenmen, . !
yet they confefs it as a commendable figh of mle-
ration in them. But when we ob{'erved fo.chiem thic
troubles, quarrels, contentions,
maty women muft needs raife in
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by .'*"but'm than in having many women. The beft,
¥ ‘waythey own, is to have none at all.
¢~ Altho® the Chinefe are extremely jealous to that
degree that they fuffer not their wives to fpeak in
pfivate evengto their own brethren, much lefs give
them liberty to enjoy all that freedom and ‘publick
diverfion which in Europe is efteemed only gallantry
and curiofity ; neverthelefs there are husbands fo very
complaifant to their wives as to let them freely com-
mit adultery, which permiffion fome women make
¢ the condition of their marriage : thofe who accord-
ing -to fuch agreement follow thefe courfes (as there
' is a certain fort of people who do) have no manner
- of power to hinder debauchees from frequentin
~their houfes, and from making ill ufe of the mﬁneE
orunruly paffions of fuch women. But fuch fami-
lies as thefe are abhorred by the Chinefe, who think
fo ill of them, that their children, the® never fode-
ferving or intelligent, can never obtain any degree,
or be employed in any honourable office.

Of all their civil inftitutons there is no one which
cofts the Chinefe fo much trouble as does the order-
ing of their time, and their holy-days. There are
in the emperor’s fervice above an hundred perfons,
on purpofe to regulate the kalendar, which they
make anew every year, and with a great deal of
ceremony fend it up and down to the viceroys of
each province. They regulate the numberiof months,
which is fometimes twelve, fometimes thirteen, which
’ 1 onths, and: ought to agree with the fun’s
~~curle. In thefe aimanacks the equinoxes, folftices,

1- fun’s entry into each fign are fet down: the

ec of the fun & moon are there, and the time

when vifible at Beki

e

3"

or any of the principal cities.
their places in the ecliptick,

L

Pl calculated, w nomy has,that is curious:
L4 - 1 or
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udicial aftrology, which i%n
1ave invcnted;' concerning ba 43
times or marriage, butlding, or untiess:
jouﬂ'ligopchthe prejud.ices gen%rally g )
I, _people ; but the emperor and all menvof Henfe
m than to mind fuch trifles. :
Altho’ there be no publick clocks as irl"lium;
the day is nevcrthclc?s ivided into four and twt-r-,r}!
parts, which have all their particular namef, and Tee
in from midnight. They tell me that anciently they p
g;:'ided their day into twelve parts, each of whi‘;.": g 1
were fubdivided into eight, which made the nuttial
day confift of fourfcore and fixteen, which wers .
actly diftinguithed in their calculations. But their
fun-dials (and they have very ancient ongs) won'
divided into four general divifions, each®f +hi %
contained four and twenty little fubdivifions, whiit
4dded to the fotir great divifions divided (HIEBale’ ]
circle into an hundred parts. !
This fort of dialing feems very irregular,” nas gu
I fee for what ufc it was intended. Smce they hive
received the new kalendar from the miffionaries, +hiy ©
have regulated their dials by hours, and teckan
their time almoft as we do, only we muft ke no-
tice that inftead of two hours they reckon but ane ;
{o that their natural day confifts oiy but twelve houss, ﬂ
{

the names of which, diverfly combined with tes oiher
terms which they have invented, make a revoluti
of“fixty, which ferves them inftead of a eyele &
mark their different years. I dare pot tfahls vou,
my lord, with particular enumerations, which weuld
be too tedious, and are in foregoing relation: & 1
ciently explained. § '

As for the people, they are not{very nice hersin ;|
they content themfelves with kndwing the (e uft '
the fun’s rifing and fetting, and:ngon, In themiuhs
they make ufe of bells and which eNavy

r.a b‘.




* often, founded, - and ferve to diftisguifh the night
The current coin is very odd. They have round
- kopper pieces with a hole in the middle; that they
may be ftrung, they are full of charaters ; the metal

15 neither pare nor well hammered ; and, altho’ they

are thick, one may break them with one’s fingers if

one ftrive ; ten of thefe make a penny, ten of which
are the tenth of the Chincl]gecrown,v called by
the Portuguefe, in the Indies, Ta¢l, and by them-
ves Leam, which crown amounts to fix fhillings
two-pence half-penny, and 44 of a farthing.

“"This crown piece is not coined with any ftamp ot
image on it, as our money in Europe is; the Chinefe
filver money is not made in any determinate regular

" form, they take for money any irregular pieces or

its of filver by weight, which if they do not be-
! lieve to b2 good filver they cut afunder. This they
. pradtife to prevent fzlfe and counterfeit money; and
they are fo expert in guefling at the goodnefs and
value of any piece of filver by looking on it only,
that they are feldom miftaken; efpecially if it be

after the manner praétifed these.

They know the goodnefls of it three ways; by the
colour, by feveral little holes which are made in it
by the melting pot, and by divers {fmall circles which
the air makes on the furface of the metal when it
cools after melting. If the colour be whie, the holes
fmall and deep, if the circles be many, and thofe
clofe, and very fine, efpecially toward the center of

Mnﬂ then the filver is pure: but the more it
- from thefe three qualitics fo much the more

ﬂ]o klﬁsl
‘0 explain my(df better, I muft tell you, they
divide their filve], with refpect to its punty, into 2
forts, a3 we do gold into four and twenty,




{ort or degree of purity. If it be of a bafeg ulloy
they will not takeit, but punifh thofe who affer it '
They take our money as filver of the fourfcure and
fifteenth fort, tho’ thofe, who underftand filver well,
judge it to b2 but of the fourfcore and third fore 4t
moft ; fo that in an hundred ounces &8f ourdilver
there are feven of alloy, or, which is all ong, a0
hundred ounces of it is worth but ninety thite of °
fine filver. .
As for gold, it never paffes in China for maris
no more than jewels do; they buy it as they di ©
other goods or merchandife, and the Ewopests
make a good marketof it, becaufe in China a pound
of gold bears but the fame proportion to a pound af
filver as one does to ten, whereas among us it s 18
one to fifteen, fo that the merchant gets by it gcnc-f’
rally a third part. 1
Since almoft every thing is there fold by wagtht,
amongft feveral fort of feales, they make ule of 4
fmall portable balance, kept in a fmall vamifhed .
cafe, which is very light and ufeful ; they are fGfie- |
thing like the Roman balance, confifting of # {mall
difh, an arm, and a weight that flides up and dasg
that arm, which is made of ivery or ebon'f, ih bag-
nefs, length, and fhape like a pen; it 18 divided
into three {mall parts, on three different furficd ;
it hangs by filken threads, at one of the ends,
three different points, that it may the better wes
weights of every fort. They weigh v
andgcxa&ly % fcr}gn thofe, whoﬁ;c arerlg i 0;1')’ any ch
fiderable length, the thoufandth part Sfismams
will fenfibly turn the feale. -
There are two forts of thofe fcales, one RHA
agreeable to the ancient balanecs, which are wiid in
courts of juftice ; the beam of thi@is {o divired 'as
exatly to agree with the weight of the French money ™
fince it hath been increafed by a¥iy hpﬂ-ﬂi-' oyt
{gthat every divifion of the W

L]
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pfafou or penny ; {o that feventy-two Chinele fous
| « 6r pennies weigh exaétly a French crown, oran
"> ounce Englith. But the common balance, which is
|~ moft ufed in China, is fomewhat different from this,
| %ara French crown will weigh feventy -three divifions
of this beat ; this I thought mylelf obliged to
take notice of, that we may the better underftand
what the relations hitherto have {o much differed
about.
The Chinefe divide their pound weight, as we
ﬁ into fixtecn ounces, each ounce into ten parts
ed T¢ien ; each of thefe into ten penny weights,
and each of thefe again into ten grams. There are
a great many other divifions, which decreafe in the
fame proportion that one has to ten, which divifions
‘aur Janguage hasno names for.  Altho® thefe fmal-
%{di\'i{ibns come almoft to nothing when fingle in
the icale, yct i great traffick they reckon them,
where the multiplication of them arifes to a confide-
rable fum. In fhort, if we fuppofe that our crown
fhould weigh three drachms, or one and twent
r penny weights and eight grains, then the Chincle
poamd will contain nineteen ounces, three drachms,
two penny weights, thirteen grains #3.  And on the
contrary, our pound will contain thirteen ounces
Chinefe, one Tgien, and four penny weights, un-
derftanding thefe two laft weights as they are ex-
plained above.
As to the commion meafures in ufe in this empire,
they have by divers perfons been reprefented in dif-
% manners ; becaufe, of thofe who have wrote
upon this fubject, fome have had recourfc to the
meafures of one prayince, others to thofe of another.
: examined all 8f them carefuily, and do think
father Verbicfl’s meafures, which they ufe in the
mathematical court, the exa&teft, The Chinefe
G little & t from ours ; not but that
fomesvhat fer, al}.\&noﬁf‘.; but this diffe-
2 .

rence
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rence is nothing with the Chinefe, who do not ftand
fo nicely and ftridtly to their meafure af W& 40"
which the people have to meafure with, and not to°
contend and quarrel by. '

The civil government of the Chinefe gdaes rimt
only prefide over the towns, but extends allo over
the highways, which they make handfome and rafily
paffable. ‘The paflages for their water are in faverl
places fenced in with ftone walls for the conyenicnee
of travelling, over which there are a great aurber ol
bridges, which unite the towns and the ficlds rop -
ther. Canals are alfo cut for the water to pals Jﬁ- 3
all the towns of the fouthern'provinces, o make
their ditches more fecure, and the towns more plea-
fant. In low and marfhy grounds, they throw un
prodigious long banks, which keep theis madein
thofe parts good ; to perform which they fieh st
no coft, cutting a paflage even thro’ momggins when
they ftand in their way.

The road from Sigan to Hamchou is ene of the
ftrangeft pieces of work in the world. '?.ghdy fay,
for I myfelf have never yet feen it, that-upon the
fide of fome mountains which are pcrpendicuhr?ﬁﬁa
have no fhelving, they have fixed large beams into
them, upon which beams they have made a
fort of balcony without rails, which reaches ‘thro’
feveral mountains in that fathion; thofe, who are
not ufed to this fort of galleries, tsavel over them
in a great deal of pain, afraidgnf e il accident
or other : but the people of the g e ivery | ha-
zardous ; they have mules” ufel 0" this WOrd "f
roads, which travel with 48 Iftle" #5e 0% coficdrn

over thefe fteep and hidedus /p cee, @ they
could do in the beft gr puaa g&irh, TR

other places expofed myfiil vty much by followi
too rafhly my guides v . 44
“ One can’t imagire whnt o 2
the common roads conveme
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are fourfcore feet broad or very near it ; the foil of

« Yhem is light and foon dry when it has left off rain-
4 ‘& In {fome provinces there are on the right and
" ldft hand caufeways for the foot paffengers, which
are on bot}) fides fupported by long rows of trees,
and oftentimes terraffed with a wall of eight or ten
feet high on each fide, to keep paffengers out of the

. fields. Neverthelefs thefe walls have breaks, where
roads crofs one the other, and they all terminate at

me great town.
There are {everal wooden machines made like
phal arches fet up in the roads about a mile

and a half diftant from each other, about thirty feet
high, which have three doors, over which is wrote,
upon a large frize, in charaéters fo large as may be
zead at glmoft half a quarter of a mile diftance, how
frit ii}rom the town you left, and how far to the
town you are going to ; fo that you have no need
of guides here, for you may by thefe dire&ions fee
what place the road leads to, and from whence you
came, how far you a-e already gone, and how far
you have yet to go.
~*“The great care, which they have taken to lay out
all ' thefe diftances by the line, makes the account
which thefe infcriptions give to be pretty fure 3 yet
they are not equal, becaufe the miles in fome pro-
vinces are longer than in others. It has happened
likewife that fome of thefe arches, being ruined and
confumed by decay and time, have not been fet up
exactly i t€fame place; but generally fpeaking they
a good meafure of the highways, befides
that in feveral places they are no fmall ornament.

- On one fide of thefe ways, about the fame diftance,
ate fix’d little to e of earth caft up, on which
s ftandard ; near it is alodge
for foldiers or counyfy militia. Thefe are made ufe

fhe of re indeed at any other time,
! on be, or to hand letters

oty from
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from one to another ; but efpecially they ke qure
to {top highwaymen and robbess.

Every man who goes by armed is obli
an account whence he came, whither he is gainu
upon what buﬁnefs, and muft fhew his (i
thefe guards, in cafe of an alarm, g?vca-h..'pmg
hand to travellers,and ftop all thofe who are fislpedisa
or accufed of robbery. Among the mighty tunther
of inhabitants which are in China, agreat part of
which fearce know how to get a fubfiftence, a ﬁ}
would imagine that abundance muft needs €1
thieves ; yet one may travel there with A
fafety as here. I have travelled there fix ’"@Ei
miles, up and down, thro' almoft all the pravinees,
and was never but once in danger of being ﬂﬁﬁtﬂ.
Four ftrange herfemen followed me for a whele & dys
together, but the roads were {o full of m\..!h.r' P
and down, that they cculd never get the cali’ ¢l
for a quarter of an hour together, and 1o fell ﬂ'nu,:
of their aim.,

Their pofts are as well regulated as ours i Viropa
are, at the emperor’s fole charge, who for that end ¢
maintains 2 great number of horfe. The CO&L"L‘W!{;‘
from Pekin for the capital cities; the vieSoys of
which, as foon as they have received the difparehes
from court, fend them forthwith by other gouriess
to the towns of the firlt rank ; from whwue
are by thefe governors co'wcvcd to thofe of ﬁ
cond rank under their _]unfc‘.lé'hon and frop £6cnice
they are tranfmitted to the towns of the th
It 1s truc thefe pofts were not eftablifieg denst!
conveyance of private letters, yet the poftaill

for a little money, undertake to. ot
vate men, as they always d;:fm- the mi ,

who find it as furc a way as that ufed in#
and much lefs chargeable. ;

‘Asitisan}attﬂofim ance that the ¢
orders mqmwaﬁt itis ag

pot
Mg o



T of the Chinele, - 311
of the Mandarines care to fee that the roads be
; and the emperor, to keep them the more
y to this, fpreads a report, that he intends
audy to vifit this or that province. The go-
vernors of thofe provinces fpare no charge or pains

*to* repair ®hofe roads, becaufe it not only concerns
their fortunes, but fomectimes their life, if this care
be omitted.

“  AsIonce paffed juft by a village of the third

ﬁk, in the province of Xenfi, they told me that
h

e governor had juft hanged himfelf thro’ defpair,
deft he fhould not have time enough to repair a
réad thro’ which the emperor was to pafs to the
capital town. The emperor neverthelefs never went
the journey, fo that the Mandarine might have faved
‘his life by a little patience. But yet, all the care,
whichgthe Chinefe can ufe, will never prevent a
‘mig§ inconvenience which happens to thofe who
travel in their roads.
The foil of China is mighty light, and very
much beaten by the vaft multitudes who travel,
L_ fome on foot, fome on camels, others in litters,
ain others in chariots, fo that the roads arc
m-ground into very fine powder ; when this is
raifed by travellers, and carried about by the winds,
it is enough to blind all paffengers if they have
have not mafks or veils on them. Thro' thefe
clouds you muft continually make your way, and
fuck them in inftead of air, during whole jour-
nies togetper. When the weather is hot, and
s@ m one’s face, fcarce any one, except a na-
" tive, can withftand it : I have fometimes been forced
to defit from my journey and come back again.
But of all their\yholfome inftitutions theré is no-
ing which utes fo much to the keeping up
does their method of levying
.. They are not troubled in
of officers and commiflios
4 ners

and order,






