
, 
is very wea~ is at ,the larbQa.rd, ~ 
diftance from thJ! middle, where • • ",,(j place them, The round-toIWthef uf l' 
but the main-maA: is of a prodigj 
thicknefs; it is ftrongly feized., asl 

part of the deck, by two fide beams, 
it wonderfully; yea, and depriyt • 
which we leave to ours, be~aufe jt Ii " " vdTel air. and to quicken its motion 

The low fails are of very thid 
up 'with laths and long poles to { 
from two feef: to two feet, fafteno 
length of the malls by r.veral little 
not f.illOlm in the n¥ddle, but ha, 
of thoi, breadth loaf., that they m 
dated to the ~ind, and readily tack ~ 
ferves. A great man~ fmall cord.! 
fides of the fail, where they ~ I 
diftanCQ from the fail-yard, to tte )0' 

thered up. and keep tight the VI 0 

mat~ and flu;:tber the motion when 
is to ' changi<C " 

As for the okam to caulk witha 
ufe mdted pitch ~nd tar, . lJ.ut a com 
lime and oil, or rather of a particul 
of rafped "&amhou ~ this matter ~ It 
:ac idents of fi re, and the okam j 
t he-velTel [ddom or never leaks; n.cil 
ufe the pump, a well or two fcrve;i 
dry. In your huge velfds the anch 
in the middle fort they are of an ha. 
and they only fi«ngthCl\ the endJ 
fel'ved this is not f..!fficient j for a 1 

freJh gale of wind, runs the fhip a-
not 'well anchored. : and, to fpare: th 
anchor, they often run: the risk of l 
As fpr ' the cables they are of flax 0: , , 
f1 Rotin . The-~9t\n isal\ind of k "" . It 

J-- , 
l· _ 
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. ~ 1es liIte little cords, the twills of 

<, 
v , 

.. It, and are fl"1nger than all the 
~ 'thel\.. eamy fnap under wa~' 
, toufh '\pon any rock, they do 
IT! Gut 901! upon river)! ,to tow 

re in their 'vefT'eIs a captain as we 
. bu(wfs is to keep the crew in. 
Ial them ; the pilot marks out 

ana daces the compafs, When they 
to nd, or when they do not ken i4 

It the helm fleer as they plcafe: 
come within ken of the coaft:, or 

TJC.oJ I the mariners are {9 vigilant, and 
lu ":ir duty, that they. don't exF tq 
»<Id, . • 

¥OD {«t mi, by what I haye (aid, that we 
r:- \ ~efe at fea in the art of nayiga~ 

n 
Ji 
)/ c: c.t 

d
o . 

rt ",I 

mL.. be confeffed that upon rivers ana. 
.. lYe a ,p@rticuiar flc.ill that we are 

hey there manage with II few man 
s, as big as ollr lhips ;. ana there ~ 

nl,l. her of them in al1 the (outham pro
lwayskeep· ninethoufand nine hun ..... 

• 

, ready equipped amongft thofe tha{ 
the ferviceo{ the em~r. T his is 
inefe-ufually reckon; for this way 
-mfelves hath a greater emphafis in 

..... ld feems to denote fomething more, 
aJd fay, in one word, that there are 
hem s it is a hard matter to convid: 

u uth;. for really there is fuch, a pro
of them, that th~ ca6not be reck
~I flat bottom'd, their failS and malls 
i6aent- &om thore lout jull: now 

'le~S!is~~t th~~~e. ThebodJ 
, 



of the 
hath two I upon the firft, 
they bWId, from one ¥ to an, 
~t are rajfed above the fide., I 
or thereabouts ; they are paintec-: 
opt, varniih'd. gilded, and all 
handfome, ~at they are capabl 
Jongeft voyages feem Ihort, tho 
that ~f1: four or five months wit 
for. they lodge, they diet, and : 
~heftr 'noble barques; and wht:l 
Qf Mandarines go together (whid 
pens) th~. is no place where the~ 
way more delightfully. They v 
moll every day without oompH 
they treat one another mutually, 
of. family. Thi:; fociety feems 
acceptable to the.Jl\, becaufe It 
conftraJned, as in other places, b: 
of nice ceremonies, nor fubjed: 
fuch' a fie! correfpondence woul 
if they behsved themfelves fo ' 
NotwithA:and ir.g thefe barques b 

I , io~ 
Ill': theY" 

. 'iJIi utmt~m • 

and tho' they always be either w 
along by ropes, yet do they n 
ufe of oars, when they are ' upo 
crefs lakes. As for ordinary hi 
row them after the European \. • 
faften a kind of a long . oar to 
one fide of the bar9ue than 
fometimes another like it tt 
they make ufe of as the filh 
~hrutting it ' out, ... and pulling 
without.ever lifting it above' wat 
~uces ~ continual rolling in t 
~th this advantage, th.ai the I 
terrupted. whereas. ~e orne and 
plor t~ lifl ul' gut oars.!~ [olll ., , • 

_ ........ ..c;;.....;.;...~~ 
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d <f""ptr if the Chlneroo 2 H 
'lit ' f neChil1efe have to fail upon torretl~1 

'onderfllt and incredible: They in it 
:lture, ana., make a voyage wlthout 
111 lother 'people dare not fo muc~ 

without being reiz.ec;l w~th fome 
I (peak not of thofe atara&; they 

fu.cngth of arm, to pars from one 
" whiah in fome relations are called 
certain l'ivers that flow, or rather 
wte crors abundance of rocks, for 
ree or founcore leagues. Had I 
thefe periUou.~ torrents myfelf. I 
ch ... ado to believe, upon another's 
nyfelf have Ceen. It is a rafhnefs 

expofe t hernfe1ves, if they have 
fa little informed of it ; and a kind 

failors to pars their. life in a trade 
-XC every mOf!1ent ~n "danger of ~ 

, whereof I fpeak, which the peG. 
try call Chan, are met with in fe

" the empire ; many of them may 
:n )ne travels· from Nanch~, the ca

lmfi, to Canton. The firft time I 
with father Fontaney, we were hur
that rapidity, tlut all the eneavours 
could not withftand it; our "barque, 
ieStol'rOlt, was turned round about 

for a J~g time, amongfl: the finu
lings that the coune of the water 
~ JaA:, dalh.'d upon a rock even with 

that violence, J;hat the rudder, of 
'i a good beam, broke-tiike a piece 

t le whole body of it lwa5 carried 1:>y 
'" t e cprrtnt ·upon the -rock, where it 

"eabl.e ; If, intlead of touthing at the 
6d6,waysfi we.

o 

had been infullibly 
e thefe the.lllatl dangero~ places. ) 

o In • 



236 '!'ht /,llrticlIl.r Char 
In the province of F oki~ 

from Canton, or liamcheq{" one. 
ten days, in continual .unger 
cataraCts are continual, ~lw.ays , 
Cand points of rocks, that fcar~ 
nough for the paJfage of the ba 
thing but turnings and windinf.
cades and contrary currents thi. ~ 
another, and hurry the boat alat 
of a bow j you are'2lways within 
if you av.oid one, you fall foul 
from that to a third, if the I 
fufficiently to be admired, do 
fhjpwreck that th,c:attns him 

There are n,one in all the war 1. 
nefo, capable of undertaking fUI 
(0 much engaged therein, as not 
<Jl1au~ aU. the accidents ~Olt lx t 

paffes not a day that is not 1 

JoVrecks; and. indeed, it is a wom 
do not perilh. Sometimes a m 
'.IS to (plit in a place not far dift 
as I charft'ed twice to do; then 
J>y fwimming~ provided one,h2 
to ftruggl~out of the torrent, r'I 

very ftrait . . Other times the ~_~~.~ 
in a moment is upon. the ~ 
a-ground with the paffengers ; 
happens, el'pecially innO)llc.more 
the velTel ·is in piece;s. and th<: 
one has time~ know where th~ 
!Ilfo, when on~ d;cends the ca 
the river, that altogether runs h~ 
by falling all on a rudden, plu 
at the prow, without being able 
~ifappear 'in .~. ~n . a wor 
arC fd dangerous, that .... ¥t. Qlore 
fwd leagues that I have faileU I 



• • 

, 

I in the world, I don't believe I 
.. fo m"'l)' dang"'" for ten years, as 

ten day~ upon thefe torrents. 
t~ey make ufe of, are built of a very 
r, which makes it more fit to fo1 .. 
?reffiOn9 one has a mind to give 
liVide them into five Or" fIX apart-

• l by good partitions; fa that, when 
h any place, upon any point of a 

on. 0 part of the boat is full, whilft the 

• 

y, and alfords time to flop the hole 
.'f! .ade. For to moderate the rapidity 

in places where the water is not too 
Ot three on each fide, hold a long 

I , nuft to the bottom, wherewith they 
':nt i yet, flackening by little and 
-;lp of a {mall .rope made taft at 
boat, and twined at the other round 
lips but very hardly, and by a con· 
Jackens the motion of the barque, 

this caution, would be driven with 
lity j infomuch, that when the tor
'1t1d uniform, how rapid ;{oever its 

float with the fame llownefs, as one 
calmeR: canal; but. when it. winds 

. caution is to no purpore; then, 
ave recoune to a double rudder, 
I pI an oar, of forty or fifty feet 
eof is at the prow, and the other 
{n the plying of there two great oars 
fkill of the fvlors, .od f,.fery of the 
iprocal jerks and cunning fhakes they 

! it on, or to tl.ll'h it right as they 
to full juft into the {heam of the 

one rock. without dalhing on another, 
:\.i ~ -I t, to purfue the fall of water, with

ead10ng with jt, whirls it about a 
ent ~ys: It is Qot a nayigation, ~t 

IS 



is a Manege; fo r there is never :J 
.that labours with more fury.' under 
mafl:cr of an acadf!my, thah the 
hands of there Chinefe mariners I 
they chance to be caft away; it is r 
want of {kill as A:rength ; and; Vol 

not above eight men, if they we 
all the violence of the torrents WOt 

to carty them away. But it is a Itli 
nough in the world , and efpeciaJ 
ther to hazard a man's life, and ru 
al l he has, than to be at {mali en 
is not.flo abfolute neceffity for j 

Seeing I am fpclking of the al 

Chinefe upon rivers. I canllot fi 
letting you obferve what they are n 
ter of filhing; bclides the line, ne 
nary inftrumcnts we make ufe of it 
they imploy as well as wei they ha, 
ways of catching 6lh, that {ecrn t( 

lar and odd: The firft is prad:ife 
.- when it is moon· thine ; they have 

_ :strait boats, upon the fides of whicl 

j 

one end to the other, a board about' '" 
upon which they have rubb'd whit ~ " 
fmooth and !hining; trus plank "' 
ward, and almoA: toucheth the fUl 
ter : That it may ferve their ~rn 
to tum it towards the moon-fhir. ·. 
t hat the refl.eCl:ion of the moon m 
brightnefs ; the 6th playing and fpm 
taking the colour of the plank, for tI 
ter, jerk out that ~vay, and tumble of 
swm-e, either upon the plank, or inl 
that the 6lherman, almofi: without t1 

hath in a little time his fmall barqut-
The fecond manner of fifuing is v 

fant ; They breed, in divers pro,~ihc , 

'" 

. { 

• • 

• 

• 
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'r and manage as we do dogs, or 
hawlt9, for th~ game; one 6fher-
tly look after an hWldred ; he keeps 

c;i pon the fides of his boat, quiet,. 
f\ .endy for orders, till they are come 

' \ ,0 igne4 fo~ fifhin
h
g } then'ha~~~e v.f!.

at lS given tern, eae ~C:S Its 

awards the way that is affigned it • 
..:afant thing to behold ho w they 

n hem the whole breadth of the n-
"ert 0; ~ake; they reek up and down, they 
dive, nd and go upon the water an hun-
c!.rCd f:I till they have fpy'd their prey ; then 
do he, It with their beak, and immediate-
ly h \ ~heir maficr. When the fi1h. is too 
bit, [1 I ') one another interchangeably, one 
tU-:. • b tail, another by the head, and go 
,fttt ~ r.u ner i.n company to the boat; the 
tnt, Ll cng oars to them, upon which they 
'Pt'f .. h bo!m.f. 3 with their fitb. and they CufFer the 
Ii !rITI ke the prey from them, that they 

T ,..: )r another. When they are weary, 
th ." kot t.. .. reA: a while, but give them nothing 

• 

t .5Jhing is over; during w hkh time, 
tied with a [mall cord, for fC2.r they 
the little fifh, and, when they have 
ies, refufe to work longer. 
!alcing, my lord, of their dexterity 

the manufactures of filk, earthen 
lifo. .1lld archite&lre: there matters have 

1-0' ->..' ""\. 

in publick relations. It is well 
Ie filks of ChiJ;1a are not only hand
I and ferviceab'!'e; that their por
'leatners and matter inimitable; that 
md the u(e they m;lke of it upon 
tables. and fk reens, have procurtd 
ration of all Europe. As for their 
ho' they have thtTcin a fan~C ru 

• ent 
, , 



24- 'I'lit pdrticular CharaO" 
different from ours, and coming 
redian that we Curpofe oJ-relve 
muO: it be confefs d however. tJ 
pieces of fculpture in China perret 
and the publick edifices, as gate 1 

towers, and bridges; have fomet: ·. J 
noble and beautifUl. In fine, th .. I i 
of arts are dexterous; laborious, (' 
t he inventions and contrivances of 
very apt to imitate them. But \ 
them is, that in all their works t~ 
a very few inA:ruments and ph 
our artificers in Europt perform 
number of tools. 

The better to give you :t chal C'I 

genuity, I {hall add, That there c 
the (un, that is more fit for lOomn 
and underftand them better : 0 .1 
lieve how far their tricks and d 
when they are to infinuate infO m 
manage a fair opportunity to imp" 
tures that are olkred: the ddlre 
ments them continually, and malt 
a thollfand ways of gaining, that 
rally come into their head : eve 1 

thd r tum, every thing is precioUl 
becaufe there is nothing but they 
improve. They undertake tlte ~ 
ages, for the leaA:: hopes , of gai~ 
rea(on why aU things are in morio 
upon the roads, upon the rivers, l 

coaA::s of the maritilJle towns, you 
of travellers: the trade and co 
orried. on every where, is the fou 0 1 
and the primum t1JIJbile of all the 

If they would accompany labou.. 
dllftry with a little more hondly, 
fped' of fhangers, nothing (:ouki 

l 

• 

m 
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might ,:ontribute ~o mak~ them .able; 
erchants; but thetr etTenttal quality is 
md couren when it lies in their power; 
etp. 'do not conceal it. but boaR of it : 
J'd of fome (0 brazen fae'd, that when 

\ 
been taken in the f.1Cf. to excUrt thelt\
cit fimpliciry, (aid, You let Ihal J don', 
Irap ; you kif ow more of it than J; IJlIl 
;all he mort lu(Jry~ or more jubl /t ono
The.y faltify almofl: every thing they 

I things are in a condition to be faJ
y fay particularly, that they counter
tS of bacon fo artificially , that many 

, is mifbken itl them; and; whtn they 
them a long time. they find nothing. 
come to eat them. but a large picee 
mler a hog's-Ikin , it is certain . a 

be always cheata-l, if he buy alone. 
: what care he will ; he fhouJd em
y emnere, who is acquainted with tht: 

"') knows all the tricks; and; indeed 
very happy; if he that buys, and 

, , do not collogue togetllcr to your 
I (nips in , the pr06t. 
e Jends them any thing he muf1:: have! 

as fo r tbeir word, thofe who know 
rely upon it. Some of them holVe 

l to botrow a very fmall fum, pro~ 
tore the principal with vall intere!l:.' 
punClually perfurm'd upoil the day 

I gain them(dv~ the rcputntion of 
honeA: men. A(ter that, they de ... 
ltter fum, which tney repaid ~(o w;th~ 
Ar length , they continued this com
years together; till (uch time as' en-

edit the'1T\i and lend them confider
hey carried their money" far enough 
lpeared for evct. 

R 



'41 'fbt parlicular Characltr 
When they would obtain a.fav(JII 

difcovcr them(eJves all on the fu 
fome who prepare for it whole y 
They make prefents to the rnafier, 
of the houlhold; they feem fa 
diiintereHcd, and to have no deli! 
refufe all returns: but when () 
their toys, which they thought 
witho'Jt fearing any bad confeql 
begin to fhew their delign ; whc 
well play'd their game, that the 
receive a repulee for what they C 

T his fubtlety of deceiv ing is 
ordinary in thieves :md robbers: 
t he thjckci~ walls, bum gates, 
holes in them by the ht!.p of 
which fires the wood without a 
penetrate into the moft private 
ever being perceived; and, wh 
in the morning, they are amaz.'J 
without curtains and coverlets, t 

fllrni(h'd, !:tbles, cabinets, coffers, 
march'd ofl~ wit1lOut fa much (0 
illg :lIl)' foot.fteps of the thieves, 
the wnll :'!t which t hey went 
moveables of the houfe. 

" 'hen they are apprehended, 
they [ufter death; but if, when 
found in no condition to wound 
they infl.ia forne oilier corpornl 
cording to the quality of thergo( 
if they have t:tken ncthing, th 
fy'd by p:.mifhing tltem with thi, 
with a cudgel. They fay, thefe 
tni:l dn% the fume of which e; 
:wd calb into II deep flccp. wI 
rime and cpportunity tQ do tit 

I 
• , 

• 

L~·..lou.I· 



, 
• 

• 

and '1fmp" if tb, 243 
;.tl of ihat tr6th, that tr:tvcllcrs caufl: 
Water to be brought into their cham

I, which is a fure remedy to fruIlra.te 
'charm of the fUme. 

"Cr all one may mei.':t with hdncll:y 
g amongA: the Chinefe ; for (not to 
ians, in whom re lig~on hath reform
tclinations of nature) I do remember, 
full arrival into China with my com
~efs, unknown, expofed to the a,"a
.ndahnes, not one of them did uS the 
and, what appeared yet more e:xtrJ.
that offering a prefeDt to a ~om-

:he cullom-houfe;: people that are u-
and attentive to the improvement 

.,f octafions, he protet1:ed, notwich
lur eameft intrenues, that he would 
y thing of any body fa long as he 
ce ; but, if one day he lhouJd chance 
.ther condition, he would with all 
ve from us fome European c1.lrio
dJ. thefe arc rare examPles, nor murt 
m fake the charaCter ot the natives. 
ine~ have a genius for commerce, (d 
~ewjfe for aWairs of nate; their wit 
19 time adapted to politicks, and ne~ 
ts, not with foreigners, whom they 
Barbarians, and their fubjed:s, wholli 
lughtineiS ot the empire forbids to 
:h, l)ut amongft themfeJvcs, accord
xc bo"!ind by jnt~, or as thdr for
:hem therein. J'he.re is policy , a
t, and other g, lldees of the realm, 
any court of Europe; they continu
~mrelves to know the gufto, indit'.a
li and deCtg/l$ of orlc :tnofhcr land 
J rlll,idt the trlott; as they arc. more 

R t refetY~ 



«ferve<!, and, di1l<mblutg them 
fair correfpondetb.'e with every 
yen obferve a decorum with t:1u:'1 

:As the way of challenging 
lowed in the fiate. aU their r 
lIJld fecrt:t. one cannot imagi 
Jhifts allJ OO!ltrivatlces t be}' eDr 
one anoth,..r, without making ~ 
any Cuch thing in th.cir he:td. 
I)' dif1t:mblt:rs. but p::tti.ent. rye) 
in cxped:irlg a favourable marne: 
[elves, and to {hike home. Bu 
all forts of meafurcs. v"itn toor 
to 1 ull tht!m aGcer. fo they fa 
beR. friends.. for fear. left a 
fricndlh ip fhould engage them 
un lucky ad venture. So far are t 
NrOtlS fricl.ldfhip t'hat enclint:S u 
gage thofc in Ollr private guan 
devoted. to us. and to c)(pofe, \\ 
rage, a life that we fhould def 
}o(s of our own. 

The lords of the court, the vicl 
and generals of armies, are in p< 
,preferve or acquire the prillcip' 
they carry on their bufmefs bl 
and by intrigue: and fUlCle the 
either to follicitation . riches;. or ; 
perfons, but (olely to merit, th J 
always moa modernte, whiHl:, \1 
~y an hundred hidden fpriagq
obtain the choice and efteem of 

1 11 lhort~ if fom~ 'l,eighbQuts 
intelligent than the T artars, had 
have accufto.med them to ru~e 
fCrcnt people of Euro~ do a 
1 am p<:rf~, ,hat policy and 
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J 'It"p oj' Ik Chine(e. 245 
re pomrfuJ to defend them from 
\an that prodigious Willi, of which 

1 to make a bulwark, and all thaft 
i wherewith they have hitherto, 
ppofed them. . 
I have (aid, J leave you to judge, 
charaCl:er of thefe people. and of 

)ughc to be put UpClI) them; whc:n 
gull as good as yours, lit: does not 
lings nicely, but alfo jlldgt=s of them 
1 the greaten exad-nefs ; fo that I 
. will take it ill that I fubmit the 
. cenfure. They only would find 
;0 fubfcribe to it, if they uuder
,f their wit and genius, as much as 
the delicatenefs of yours ; but, a. 
nfclves the man fenfible nation in 
l (ure they will be glad to be left to 
.f a pen Oil, whom all France begins 

what is more, whom L ewis the 
particularly with his cfteem. You 
r lord, in China, fome F.mlts which 
l Ce t all the favour I beg of you 
:0 relied, that formerly they have 
'e lincert, ancl honeA:, Ids corrupted 
prefent. -Virtue, which they clllri.
much care, which contributed in

del their reafon, made them at 
,;.ueft people of the univerft j, and. 
n~were more regular, fo, 1 doubt 
Vert then more intcJ.ligent, and more 

e 
I the very condition wherein they are 
I will, perhaps, eA:eem them not
U1d find withal, that tho' they have 
enough tow>be compared with our 

"lOWing men in Europe, yet do they 

, 3 1 ~ • 
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fl46 The partiClildY Cbt}ra51e.r if , 
not give place to us in arts; that th • (' 
politene(s, and that, perhaps, they m • 
in politicks and in government. J ' 
p19lt profound refpett. 

My Lord, I 
nur moft bumt 'J. 

(fnd mojJ obt • 

• 
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THE 

~ent State 
O F 

INA. 
ART II. 

ETTER IX. 

b. Cardinal D·Eftrees . 

and GOVlrmnent of tbe Chinefc . 

.r I had the honour to give your 
.:nce an a<;eount of the prefent A:ate 
lina, I did a long time doubt whether 
r filbuld venture to dcfcribe to you 
government: To hand1c fo nice a 
the abilities of"lbe mon cxatl: poli .. 

now ledge of A:ate·affaiN exquilite as 
t not to be managed by any without 
Ie. but which lies too deep for thofe 
T whofe kn ~wledge ift th.c alfai.rs of 
?h' and fU~I'ficial. 

~~ 

, ) 



But yet it would be the greatefl 
Chine(e, to paf~ that over in fiJencc, 
upon :lS the thing to which they 0 

qualities, and which they elleem 
of the maft exact policy; thus th 
tho' I fhould own it a piece of im] 
meddle with thefe myll:erious arcan; 
and to fearch never (0 little into the 
Iy wifdom ; I could be content tc 
in Europe, if China, to whom r 0 \ 

ncrs and rcfpeCl:, approve of it in 
~redit thereby. 

A mongft the fever:tl models and 
ment which the a.ncients framed. 
meet with none (0 perfeCt: and exaf 
Chinefe monarchy. The ancient 
potent empire formed it in their da 
ferent fi'om what it is in ours. O t} 
illg to the common filtc of the thit 
~re fcnfible of the wl'aknc(s of i 
milhapen :lild imperfeCt: i and , Jikf 
.heir perfcction and maturity to titT 
more e."(cmpred from the commar 
:.Ind, as though God hi:ufelf had f 
pire, the plan of their government 
Ids pttfeCl: in its cndle. than it is 
p<:rience and trial of four thmtfanJ 

During all which time the Chin 
much as heard of the name of rept 
lately, on the H ollanders arrival.,. 
it feemed fa ftrange to them tft'it t 

yet done admiring at it. Nothing 
underfiand how a {fate could reg'4 
without a killg; they looked up! 
be a monll:er with many heads, fu 
bi,tion, headinefs, and C~mlPt in..cl 
I'm"" of pub/iok difort(l and COtIf 

I . 

1 • 

1-

I 
1 

• 

• .. 
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0/ tbt Chinefe. ~.f9 
• an averfion to Apllblican govern· 

y yet more fet againll: tyranny and 
b tlrey ray proceeds not from the 
Ie prince's power, for they cannot 
ir fu~s maRers; but from the 
Jnefs, which neither the voice of 
lWS of God can ever countenance. 
f opinion, that the obligatioh, which 
19S not to abufe their power. is fa· 

.. onflrm :md eA:ablilh thtm, than to 
, in. and tnat this ufefu} oontha.int, 

(elves lay on their paffions, does no 
leir power or authority: here on 
like conftraint derogates from the 
r of the Almighty, who is not the 
lfe he cannot do evil. 
authority which the law! give the 
teceffity which the fame laws lay 

at authority with moderation and 
e two props which have for fo 
eel this ~reat f:.hl'ick of the Chincfe 

firft prlllciple thereof. that is in. 
pie, is to refped: their prince with 
)n as alma{\: to adore him. They 
,f H eaven, and the only Mafter of 
commands are indifputabl8, his 
authority with chern, than if they 

::lott, every thing that comes from 
: is feldom f~n, and never fpoken 
~ The grandees of the court, 
toea; nay, his own brothers bow 
ot only whe.Q he is prefent. but 
)n!! ; and there are fet days every 
in which the nobility aR"emble. 
of the courts of the palace, to 

• uthority rff their prince by their 
orations, tho' he perhaps be not 

~ ) Y' q, . 
1£.. __ ....... _ 



250 Of ,h, P.,icy and Gil<. 
When he is ill, efpecia.lly if 

lace is fuJI of Mandarines of every 
night and day in a large court, if 
the occafion. to c:xprefs their ow 
of H eaven their prince's cure, Ra 
any other inconveniences excure t It' 

performance of this duty ; and, as L 
IS in pain or in danger, any I 

people would think that tht:y rea 0 

]o(s of him. 
Befides, interdl is no {mall occ; 

rtfped which is Ihewn him by hi 
Coon j\S he is proclaimed emperor, 
rity of the empire is in his handt 
ill fortune of his fubjeCh is owing 

Firft, al1 places in the empire 
he ben-ows them on whom he thinl 
he is to be looked upon as the dif 
more, becaufe none of them are , 
that is, hanefiy, learning, long ex 
cially il grave and fabet bchavi 
thing confidered in the candidat 
conl'ideratiol1s can lay any claim 
ther is this aJl, that he hath the d 
of Gate; but, if he dinikes their ..; 
chofen, he difmiffes or changes th 
ado. A peccadillo has heretofore 
nough to render a Mandarine inCl.? 
in his place:; and I am told that , 
of their cities was turned ouc, beca 
audience his c10aths "{ere i.h~tt 
come the gravity of his office 
thinking a perfon 01' that humou 
fuch a place, or ~ ~ct: as a n1.1.g:ill:ra 
his prince. 

• ( 
' • . l-. l-

'" J . i "em 
( 

] myfe.lf faw at Pe19n an exam 
t:eign power \ at \'{h!c;~ fJras the m 
ca1c it was brought abrt with ~o 

J r _' t,.- _ ....... ~ 
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r th.ree Colaos (who are Man
.:we for their places amongR:. the 

inillers of flate are amongft us) 
der-h:lIld for fome feryices done 

t. 1 IfI tltion of their office. The em-

, 
t ... trl\ 
~rA-~ or h ,I IJ 

i'"' 

" IZ urmed of it, took away their fa-
\ It and ordered them without far. 

c. \V hat became of the tWQ 

ere ufed, I cannot teU; but the 
h-' "1'e:lt while been a magiftrarc, and 

too for his uoderftanding as he 
s age. was condemned to look 
lee gates amongfl: otht::r cOIl)mOIl 
'impany he was lil\.ed. 
If one day ill this mean condi. 
1 duty as a common ccntinel; 
1m. I bowed to him, as indeed 
for the Chinefe ftill refped:ed. in 
mains of lhat honour ~hich he 
dfed. 
(oon left wondering at fa revere 

on fa great a mall; when 

E
ner even the princes of tho 

c ufed. One of them was a 
rts, cfpccially of cock-fighting 

Jiverfioll in the Eaft, and the 
creatures, which, armed with 
IJ they die with an incredible 
very (urprifin~.) The emperor 

\fs that this pnnce fuould [pend 
JtCliOrt of diverfionso He knew 

fpare t ime ~ well as others, and 
ugatc from any mall'S charnaer 
"ow: or two fometimcs in thofc 
are more !Uitable to young 
is not ~t or improper for men of 

~ A gravity ' Q cQndefccnd to tp.ean 
• .~ '\ • • • ' 4. 
I~ __ -~ , 
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and ordinary fpts, irI order to • 
arion and cafe to their wtUy {J 
Ids, he couid not bear to fee hirr 
rime in things (0 much bc.low 
fo unbecoming his years, he the! 
it; but, finding tn:t t this admonil ~ ,. 
with him, the emperor rc=folved tc ~ 
of him, and did therefore declare 
feited his title and honour of Pri 
fides, deprived of his retinue, hi 
quality, until he o-.oo ld. by fom 
ordinary aaion, make it appor tc 
dom, that he wu not unworthy c 
whence he {pr2Jlg. 

The emperor went yet a l1:ep 
ceiving that the number of th 
blood was very great. and t hat t 

many of them might in time hI 
into contempt j he publifhcd an 
lhould hereafter bear that chm 
expre(s leave, which he gave to nc 
who, by their virtue. undcrllandir 
in their offices, did very well defe 

Such adminiltrations in Europe v. 
burnings and· factions in the fiates ; I 
a..-e brought about without any the • 
thefe changes create no manner 0 

are done for the publick good, I 

perranal hatred or violent paffion ; 
<mperor lhauld be fo f .. ~.fp< 
thus to farisfy his own paffion, 
vemment be genepUy equitable aftl 

ticula.r ill adminill:rations raife no fat 
jeds againft h:m. 

Yau will have a plain proof of 

I 

J 
I 

. .~ 
• -

~ned in a late war wi one of tht A _, 
of the emperor's po~ from a pal '0 T~e emperor nt a migh~ : ~ 



n 

• 
I , 

r 

punifh the vanity and raih
'ng, who had dared to make 
tries of feveral of the allies 
Tarbr, whore warlike troops 
:tunity of lignaIrzing them

age the imperial army, and 
much violence and vigour, 
mung he was fa much in

)tt, he beat tbem from their 
Lem to retreat in difarder. 
.:r-in-law, an old Tartar, well 
war, commanded the artillery, 
veil that he was kiUed at the 
'e roldiers, whom he encourag
lple as by his worcl!i ; but the 
flying firll:, and drawing by 

the army after him. The em
a man of courage, and an ad • 

... fs troubled at the lars of the 
that of his brother's honour • 
. teJr to court, to be tried be. 
1000, whom he aiI"embled in 

18 on all other accounts a per
furrendered himfelf with-the 

:niffion, as he could have don.e., 
neft officer in the army, and, 
renee was pronounc'd, he con
-,wned that he deferved death. 
emperor, Inll YOII OJighJ Jf) Tt
l-" {etk your Math in the mi41 
Ina nol blre af1lrmg}l us i" tbe 
ca" onl] ;i;",1'laft your difgrau. 

vas inclinable to pardon him i 
thought llieml'elves in fome 
this allion. earneftly begged 

e the. \~moA: of his power to 
.nck; Who affilled at the coun· 

! ct. , 



2,4 Of lb. - o.t] dn GL 
ci1 treated "Jm with fa much fT • 
t hat amqngfi us ruch ufage woul 1 
man fa fenfibly as to go Ileaf to 

The emperor, whd has powe 

• 
the princes of the blood, can. I 

his other fubjeds: The laws rna 
ter of their lives, that ncitherticel 
nor :my other foverelgn court du 
empire, can execute any criminal 

• I 

qcr from court. They are arraign 
down in the fevernl provinces, bl 
~Iways prefcrited to the cmpero 
firms it or rejects it as he pleafes 
agrees to it, but he very oftcn c 
(entence, and makes it leCs rigore 

Secondly. altno' every one bt 
his eRate, and enjoys his lands fre 
and moleftacion: the emperor ca 
what taxes he thinks fit upon his 
the preAing wants, and re1ieve fht 
fiate. This power indeed he feJG 
whether:t be, that the fianding re, 
taxes are fufficient to maintain a 
whether it be, that ill a civil war t 
to run the hazard of provoking , 
much, by laying too great a Joa.c 
have likewife a cullom of exemptin 
or two provinces from bearing thei 
the we, efpccially if :\Ily of ther. 
thro' the (icknefs of the p~pJe , (' 
thro'unfea{onable weather, +1!l\·e'"'iiot 
an increafe as uf~. 

It is true, that tlle fubGdies,which 
ate fo confiderable, that, were the 
duftrious, or their land ~ lcfs fruitf 
like the reft of the I ndian kingdom 

" 

u 

Iy a focicty of poor Ind mirera~k~f"'..< 
j'tis prodigious iJlco}e that m~ .• 

, ( r . ___ ~ .... 
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abIes him, at an hour's wam~ 
and a numerous army to keep 

nee. 
to rttkon what the revenue of 
'0; beaufe, befides the money 
vaft fums are paid in in goods • 

.nation which I could get both 
from their books, I believe the 
Jney abom 22,000,000 of Chi-

. he Portuguefe call Ta~ls, each 
~y comes to about fix fuillings. 
alt, fllks, c1oaths, vamifh. and 
modities which they pay in, ta
t oms and. forfeited cfrates, a
n 50, 000,000 of the Chinefe 
.:r having allow 'd for the goods 
fury, their value in fil \'cr, and 
U'Cft and moA: exact: calculation 
dinary revenues of the emperor 
ley to 21,600,000 I. at leafl:. 
: of making peace and war is 
y m.1ke treaties on what condi
ded they be not ruch as are dif

:ngdom. A s for the judgmclll& 
est they are irrevocable, and, to 
cutian, he need only fend them 
ts or viceroys, who dare not in 
~Il:cting and publilhing them. 
land, the fentences, pronounced 
or other magiftrates, are no 

ap):oved and confirmed by the 

t inllance of'Ylis fupreme :lutho
las the liberty of making choice 
:h he may not only chufe from 
from amongft his other fubjeCts. 
hath ~ heretofore put in 
h imp"'\iaIity and wifdom, as\ 

'I would 
1 



AS6 of if,. oiit! ad G 
would be admirable even in a. p~'" • 
titles lutth tlutt of Moll Chriftian. r 
emperors, finding none of their F.t.m 
row, ~le to fupport the weight of 
lor their fuccelfors perfons mean as t 
fortu~ but eminent for their vittu~ • 
for their underi\:anding;, faying that 
not only fTom a delirc of their king. 
alfo out of refpeC1: to the honour an, 
own children, for whom it wouJ-J ~ 
to live privately, than to li t upon a __ 
to the cenfure, and oftentimes to 
their people. If, (aid they, a loft) 
merit in lhoft who bad jt not bifore, 
mjure fillY ,bildrm i.» ,,,til/ding them 
But jiue il Juvu gn/y to pllOlifh 
deftl/J More aorO<Ui, we tbink oMrj 
Ibe icmtintjs "ltd lmdnntJs which wei 
uep them fr"", Ihal jhQH~ and iifgrm 
wou/J 1fccejJllrily e,'tjJ9/t tbem to. 

However, examples of this natur( 
fcldom known; for the emperOrs, 
have bounded their choice within 
their own families;, yet they do not ! 
eJdeft. H e, who now reigns with fc 
was 11. younger brother; and fees ha 
dutiful, and free &om ambition as 
his fubjeds. The great number oj 

blood is with us in Europe as grea 
fears and j~lou!ies, but in China it 
wife, for, at the death of ~'!"1 ~r. 
there were above ten thoufand prine 
the feveral provintts:, yet was there 
difarder in the leaft; which could. ( 
from nothing but the exceffive auth( 
For, who finds as little trouble in ( 
mg It multitude of P1tces, as otl ~ 
.overning: the common people; J t - • 

( 
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the emperor, after he has made 
~ p;.blickly owned who /boll be his 

lfterwards exclude him, and renew 
10[ unlefs he have ver}' good rcafon 
r unlefs the fovcrtign courrs of Pe
'1et give their COtlrent to it; for if 
ithout obfcrving thefe methods, it 
miCe the people's tongues, but per

l againft him. 
,Sr\ve itfeJf cannot put an end to his 
.ubJt:d:s, whi~'h :5 exerc:red even over 
n he either ditgMlces or honours (as 

were alive) when he hath a mind 
or punilh themfel~ or tht;:ir fami

'1 fome after their deceafe dukes~ 
and 'confers upon them fevera1 

h our language knows no name for. 
~ them as faints, or, as they {peak, 

naked {pirits. Sometimes he huild$ 
nd if their miniftry ~ath been very 
~r virtues very eminent, he com. 
! to honour them as gods. P aga
ant ages authorifed and countenall
religion; yet t his reparation reJigi
empire of China for the foremen

itt, ever !inee the foundation of this 
:ror has been always looked upon 
~ and principal fervant of relision • 
e ceremonies, and publick facrifices , 
thought worthy to oeer up to the 
~, 
is anot~ infiance, which. tho' of 
an the precedinf:" yet may ferve as 
Jhe:o.y how unfunited. the :wthority 
is. It is this, the emperor hath 

! the figure and charafur of their 
I any charal!:ers already received , 

,~ .... ~.~ e:w onc. H e m~y likewife chang~ 
• S th~ 
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the rtames of provinces, of citiest , 
may likewife forbid the u"lihg of at; 
maimer of fpea!c.ing, he may forbid 
expreffions which are generally te( 

bring into ufe and praCtice thofe \I 

which have been looked upon as • 
courh, and this either in commo 
writing. So that cutl:orn which Cl\ 

able an authority oyer the lignij . 
that the Greek and Roma!l POV(9S 
fubdue it, and whIch for that teal 
been called a fantallical and an unj 
commar{ding both princes and corr 
cuftom, I fay. of which evem in ...w '-'. 
plain fo much, is fubmiflivc: ana TI 

and is conte-nr to Alter and give w 
peror commands. 

One would imagine that this 
l'hould otten occafton very unfol 
the ~ovt::rnnient , 11Od ihdeed it fo 
nothlllg in this v/orld is without 
venience. Yec {o many are the 
wife the precautions which the fa, 
to p~vent them, that a prince mu 
fible of his .o~\ ~puta}i:m, ane 
well as of die pb'bbck gOdd, Whi: 
the a'bufe '.of his "aftthority" 

For, ifte ~ath ~~ ~~ f6r ¥ 
are three thmgs which Will preva 
vern "by jufiice ana not paffi0!h...__ 1.4 

,givers have from the fi(ft:Jt$unHM 
ment 'made this b {landing max" 
'prOperly Ih. father.; of thei, peapl 
"placed in "the throne ouly to lie 

• 

W~ettfore it" is fJiat~ In aU a.ge's ,tht 
Grahd-father, and, of aU hls nUr;: 
isnone~hichheliiCes To lle-c"lIed I r--
I t~'I"" , > • 

i 

." 

• 

rt 
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prince is fa deeply imprinted in 

pIe. and of his Mandarines, 
>;e 4DY panegyrick.iq the praiCe of 
upon tbe topick of his afl"eCl:io"n 
!I' teachers and their philofopbers 
in ,[beir books, .that the ftate is 
ud that .he, who kn ows how to 
the beG: capable of ru1illg the 

'\ the {ltjncc neglects never fa little 
... maxun, be may be a, good wjJ.r-

.- ·icia.ll, a learned prince. and yet 
10 d!eem from his people. Thc;y 
~er of their prince from thefe 
~~ ,~~. reputation jncTeafes or dim,i
~ ,proportion, as he )s .or iS I~ot -p. 

Mandarine may tell the ~~r 
~edj[,be in .fuch .a fubmiffive;man< 
;0 ,that veneratiOll and prQf'quud 

1 to him. the. Olann,er .tln:y u(~l,y 
\rt .is ,this: T.he ¥i1ndar;ioc,,\who 
g ~11 the emperor's rpanHgl'=~t 
,. conftitution' or Jaws, dr:iiw~ ~up' .a 
after having fet forth the,refpc4-, 
ards his impaial majefty, hef.1.qti 
,nnee, that he will pleafe to ~flca 
laws and ,good example of .thofe 
1rtf1e5:4jlfors: afterwards he ~Ws 
apprehends, that.his' .pri~cc fi<\tJI 
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A little before I arrived at 

an office in that COllrt, which ~ f 

[peCtion into the mathematick' 
adviCe the emperor in the afore1 
ing the education of the prince 
that, inflead of breeding him up 
ledge, his tutors made it their, 
vour to make him expert in t1 

ther lct the emperor know, "-
fhoot with the bow, and to rna r 
from his palace, and, that conti ~ w """
the ancient kings, he made t 4-
tary. This prince, who was ~ 
as well as the moll: politick ~o 
in the throne, fL-emed to pal 
refped: to their ad\'iCf". Never 
joumies into Tartary contribu 
(erving his health, the prin~ 
ged of him to regard that mOl 

fies of particular men. 
A s for the mathematician" 

(elf with what did not belong 
of the prince, he was turned 
the (ell of his fellow-officers, 
in ~ At buflncfs, were deprivt 
This method hath been pr:t 
China, and their hiA.ories t::Lke 
has been found fo powerful a. .. 1 
perors, when they ad: amifs, tI 

altho' this mL'aIlS proves "pf, 
particular perfons who mnf'e u 

T hirdly. if thttF princes ha'. 
reputation. the manner, in W[ _ 
wrote, is alonefufficient to k~? 
A certain number of men, . 
and impartiality are purpofely 
remark. with all the exadnef 

.. their. prinr;e's aCtio" but alf", 

~---
.I , 

• 
· . 

• • 

1 

, 

• · t · . 
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y hinfelf, and without con~m'mic.
~thers, as things fall out, ret'S them 
paper, and puts thefe papers thro' a 

flee fet apart for this purpofe. In thefe 
~ e emperor's virtues and faulrs are fet 

.. rame liberty and impartiality. Such n 
k prin'~s behaviour was unfoafo"ablt 
, he [polee afttr a mllnner which did nof 
y. '!'he punifhrr.mt which be injlitltd on 

~ 
.. ralhff the t.!ftO of bis pnjJum, tban 

" jll t . In luch an affair ht jlopp't/ tbe 
........ , _ dpartially abrogated the ftnw/Cl 

;ijlralts. Orelle, Ht tnltr'd {Otlrag'
r l!!:. ~ de/illet of his ptople, and for 
of the , onour of his killgdcm. AI/uth 

'1 bono:irable /'fact . He gave /ucb and 
is [0'1.:( 10 his ptoplc. Notwithjlallding 
, J given him by his jlall"tr!, he was 
111 bebaved himftlf ,,,,drjlly. his words 
1ilh all tb( f:vutnif; Imd humility P'l/
dt him mort !trJed and admired by his 

And ill this manner they fet down 
'; occurs in his adminill:ration. 
ther fcar on the one fide, nor hare 
'"'lay byafs there men to a parti.'I1ity lt1. 

ey give of their prince, this office is 
.uring thllt prince's life, or while any 

lOt !Il the throne. When the crown 
line, which often happens, all thefe 

Ire gathered together, and, after they 
~_, to come to the more certain 

the trut~ they from them compore 
that emperor, ~pore him as an 
erily, if he have ad:ed wifdy, or to 
the common cenfure and odium of 

he have been negligent of his own 
eople's good. When a prince loves 1 

'- f'{, and. fees that it is not in the power 
S3

j 
of 

_fl 
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or flattery and impofture to per(~ 
give it hipl. he will then De circum~ 
h'ow he lxhaves himfdf during the ; 

l riiereit, which has a far great!" 
fome tempers than the 10\'0 of Tepu 
a motive to the emperor to be guid 
cu/loms, :md to adhere to the I~ 
wholly made for his advantilge, th 

• 

authority; nor can he make ne ' 
late them without doing fome i 
without expofing his kingdom t ....... 

change and confulion. Not that t -

court, or his parliaments, hO~Z~ 
may [eem to afiert their ane ~ 
provoked to a revolt, or to mel 
govemment, as an occafion to dim 
Altho' there are fome examples j 
yet they feldom occur, and, whe' 
under fueh circumfl:anc~ as fet!ltJ 
towards their jufl:ification. 

But fueh is the temper of the ( ) 
t heir emperor is full of violence :f 
negligent of his charge, the famt 
nef, polfeJres alro h~ rubjeds. 
thinks himfe1f the fovereign of h 
when he dOes' not perceive ir taker 
nor power. The chief mini.fters 
who are unfit to fill them. T he. 
many little tyrants. T he go"" 
more the rules of juftice. The ~ 
opprdred and tram pled Il~e 
Auence miferable. n.~ eaftty ftir 
R ogues multiply ~d commit ~ 
'flies j and in a country, where rl 
innumerable. numerous armies 
together. who wait for not:liirist 
under Cpecious pretences. tp dift\ 

>And qui'\' 
I • • 
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~
' ~s thefe have occafi9ncd filtal con

t e oftentimes put Chra under the 
, mafters. So that the heft an~ 

<qperor, to ellablilh himfelf in his 
an exact regard and an intire abc! 

• s, whore goodncfs hath been can· 
lienee of more than four thour.~nd . , 

~
Ii!lary form of government whicq 
. The emperor hath two fove': 

qne is calle? the cxt11l.Ordi tl:lry 
mpafed of princes of the blood 

:aUed the (oupcil in ordinary, has, 
J f~eral minif}.ers of il:att; n:lmed 
int9 it. There are they who eXll

of fiate, and make tlicir report to . r, J I 
whom they have their pnal deter

thefe. there are at P ek:r1fix (ave
le authority extends over all the 
~; eacH of thefe cohrrs have therr 
.ffignCd to them, of which they are 
: the names of them, alid what :s 

r judgment, nre as follows. 
~ Lipou, prefides overilltheMan

j give them, and take away fro m 
That called H oupou looks after 

l takes care of railing the taxes. 
:>0 is to look after the anc,ient cuf. 
lurt is alfo committed' the ~re of 
:es and arts, nnd 0'[ fOreign affairs. 
,..., ~ cbi'1!C over the oldiery 
Th 1··..1 1 'J' • at a..l lmpou taKes cogm· 
inals. ThahlalJed Co~u looks 
buildings, and nIl th~e · emJ?a.'0t's 

.s. Each of there courts 'is divided 
,. fame of them igto fifteen;. the 
h oSices is manag~ by pre \prefidCht 
'" w'ho have tJ1~ finiI itUp.c!ion,:"!,"O 

S + thor • 
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thafe things which come under 
court; the ren: 3re wlder Officl 
prdident and feveral counfelloCf 
fubjeCl: to the prelident of the pI 
whom the~ is no appeal. 

But becaufe it is the emperor's I 
confiderable bodies as there fa { 
may not lie in their power to we 

• 
" 

authority, or to entcrprife any, t:--. 
flate ; care is taken. that tho' eac 
ha,,"c their particular charges of 
ftituted fole judgcs, yet no cantil 
brought to perfcdion and mar." 
help and mutual concurrence 
explain myfdf by the inllanc ( 
of the troops, the quality of thei 
of their armies, are provided for 
but the money to pay them n 
fecond; fo that fcarcc anyone 
to the fl::a.te can be promoted" ' 
of many, and often times of all t 

T he fecond me:r.ns ufd by tr 
purporc. is to place an officer in 
who has an eye to all their prot< 
it's true, of the council, yet he 
aift!mblies, and informed of aU t 
may caJ l this officer an lnfpeB:or 
ildvertifes thecourtl or e1fe ope 
darines of the faults which th~ 
vate capaciries~ as weU :IS 9f tl 
mit in the execution of ~r 
their atiions, their ):h:l\r1our, 
fo that nothing cfplpes his not 
he, who once undertakes this e 
it for any other, tha~ fo the ho 
ment ·may never tempt him "to 
nor the fear of ]ofin~ his plac 
f~m~ tpofe who ~belj;lve 

• 



• 

• 

• • 

• 

call Colis, even the princes of the 
and I remember that one ofthe 

"_ lity, having buil,t a haufe fomewhat 
l orn of Chi~a (uffe.rs~ did of him
n a few days, when he had he:url 
lfpe8:ors tal ked of accufing him. 
'p~es, they arc under the immediate 
fl0rts of vicero},s. One fort has 

~ 
(mc province only. T hus there 

Pekin, at Cantolll. or at N ankim, 
n but a little difi:ant from thechi~f 
cc. Befidcs this, 1 hefe provinces 
nlmnt of other viceroys, who arc 
d have under their jurifdiCl:ion 
fdmecimes four provinces. Thc~ 

:urope whore dominion~ are of fo 
he jurifdiflion of thefe general offi-# 
!at foever their authority mlly {eern 
no wife diminifu that of the pani
,d each of thefe two viceroys have 

!pt fa well fettled alld adjul1:ed. 
allt or contend with each other in 

lIIlS. r--
of tftlt'Itin their feverallordthip:; 

le fame nature with thore at Pekin 
but are fubordinatc to t hem. fo 

.y appeal to them: the!eare bcfides 
r inferior offices for the preparing 
uhing it according to the extent of 
. There are three forts of towns, 
ve t{leir particular governor, and 
Mailllarines who adminifter jufticc ; 
ines there 11' this difference, that 
fqrt or rank are fubordinate to thofe 
thofe of the fecond arc to them of 
the firi1: rank are fubjed: to the ) u. 

;cneral officers of the capital cities, 
nature of things requires, ana all 

tjl. 
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the judges. qe th~ qu,.lity what i ~ 
government, h~ve their cleF-denCe 
in whom re1idts the impenaJ authoJ· 
time to time, convptes tbe pnucir 
~is province, to ~c cognifanFc q 
qualities of the governors. Jieuten • 
inferior officers: he fends pri~te di! 
to inform the emperor who misbeh 
who are ether therefore deprived. O~f 
dfe cited to appear and oifer what 
in their jufi:ification. 

On the other hand, the viceroy's 
polled by that of the great Mand 
about him, and who may accufe hin 
fatisfied that it is nece{fary for thl 
But that which principally keeps him 
is, that the people, when evil intt'? 
by him, may petition the emperor; 
~moval. and that another may be 
The leaft. infurrettion or diftur~{'" 
door. which, if ircbntinu,es threcda, 
ewer for at his peril. It is his fault, 
diil:urbances {pring up in his family 
province over \Yhich he has the char 
to reguL'lte the condua of tl).e Manda; 
that fo the ,people may not futrer 9Y 
ment. When people like their mafb. 
deJire to change them; and, when t 
it is a pleafure .co hear it. 

But becaufe private per{o.ns canne. 
the court, and bccaufe the jufPr..~ 
people cannot al ways reaclt:~'che ,ean 
(e(p,e:ciall y in China lfhere t~egovtr 
tUpt )Vith bribes the gevend oRiGus, " 
preme courts;) the cf1lperor difperfe· 
{ecret fp:cs, perfons or known ~ 
tion; 1;h~e in every province, by thf 
~<Dl~nt, .inform themf~ves fi-oQlII 

..... 

. 
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~'fS, after what manner the Man. 
!mfeJves in the execution of their 

• ,m their priY:lte, but certl.in infer
when by the publick vOlee, which 

1 us, they are acquainted with any 
t.y publickly own their commif
lperor j they take up thofc crimi
nd manage the c311fe againA: them. 

<cpt all the judgts to their dury ; 
lrtars have been mallers of China~ 

been Jaid afide ; inafnmch as 
;,... .... ..,.,,-;ufed their commiffion. enriching 

• 

-king money of the guilty to con,. 
and of the innocent: whom they 

JCe as criminaL N everthe1e['1, that 
of keeping the magifl: rates to their 
wholly loft, the emperor himfelf. 
love for his [ubpl hath thought 
~t in perfon each province, and to 
complaints of pis people; which 
fueh a diligenct as makt:S him the 
lndarines, and <the dcli~ht of his 
J the great variety ot accidents 
lene:d to him during thofe his pro

I that, being once [eparattd front 
fawan old man weeping bitterly, 

ired. what was the occafion of his 
e old "man, who did not know to 
I had but onc fan, who was the 

c:, "and on whom lay the whole care 
\(andarine of .Tartary has deprived. 
t hatt-. mad~ me helplefs at prefent, 
(0 as long '!PI live> for how can I, 

, .nd friendlefs, oblige fa great a ·man 
. tdlitution? That's not fa difficult 
id the emperor; get up bt;hind me, 
his houfe, who has done you thia 

,d INn .complied without any ~ 
;nony, 

~---



mony, in two hours time they 
-Mandarim:'s houtc, who little expo~ 
dinary a vieit. 1n the interim the glK 
wmpany Ot lords, after a great deal 
came thither; (orne of wh:ch att 
others entered with the emperor, no 
the bufinefs wns which brought him 
the emperor, having convicted the Iv. 
violence of which he was accufed, 

r 
I 

• 

011 the r pot to death; after. .... ards nut:::
affiid:eci father who had loA: his f< 
a good ~compcllcc for your lo(s 
grave ana ferious manner, J give) 
the crimina! who is juA: now dead ; 
execute it with equity, and let his pml 
as his crime, prove (or your advanta 
you in your tum arc made an examp 

They have fl:ill a farther means to 
roys, and other governors, to a fu 
charge, which expedient 1 do not 
vemment or kingdom, tho' never 
c\o-er yet make ufe of. Jt is this, ' 
is obliged from time to time, with a 
fincerity, to own and ;;.cknowledge.tl 
Jick faults committed by himfelf in 
rion, and to ft:nd the account in writi 
Thil; is~a more troublefome bufincfst( 
than one readily imagines, for on one 
eafy thing to accufc ourfelves of thol 
we know will be punifhed by the 
mildly. On the other fide, it IS~ 
diffemble them; for, if by d\ll'f'tce the] 
them in the in(ped:or!&Wdvercifement, 
which the Mandanne fhall have concea 
enough to tum him out of hi:; miniftt) 
heft 'N1-Y is to make a fillccre conf. 
faults, ~d t9 purchafe a pardon for tl 
which in China has the vertue of 

• 

• 
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Illcdy notwithftanding is no {mall 

\ Chinefc; the fear of fuch a puniJh-
oftentimes exceeding circumfptd: 

fomerimes even virtuous againft his 

w inons, which the laws make, as I 
'vc the following directions how to 
lllerS of punilhing criminals. There 
ng a warrant to carry them before 

(hat the magiftrate fuould lit in a 
"""', ...... ..:II.ear the accufatlon and plea of the 

, 

~ ·ormalities as thefe are not in(illed 00 

'r the magiftrate fees a fau1t~ there 
) puniih. it on the fpot, be it in the 
hway, or in a privatchoufe, it is all 
~e up a gameficr, a rook, or a debau-
,ut more formal ities he orders fome 
, to give him twentY'or thirty ilriges: 
tho' nothing extraordinary had hap
Oil his jounley without any conccrn-
hftanding this punilhmcnt, the perfo 
ccufe the fame criminal ag<l:n in a (u
jere he is tria:l, the refuJt nf which is 
punilhment . 
plaintiff may'"ll common cafes brulg 

"Y higher magiilratE',i court, even 
!n pleaded in an inferior court. I mean .. 
- a town of the firft rank may forth
.nfelf to the governo. of the capital 
lV~e, or even to the vicero}", with
!x:u;nin~ before the governor of his 
ld, when it olne comes before a fupc
inferior Olles may not take cognifance 
be oe,puted to them by thofe ru~or 
>ften is. Wh-en the caufe is of great 
here lies an appeal from the vlc!roy to 

;<eme couru at Pckio, according to the 
alfair, where the caufe is ex;;.min~ in 

one 
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~one of the under offices, who nul ) 

the prefidcnt of the fupreme oflicj 
tenee after he has advifed with t 
communicated his opinion to the C 
it to the emperor. Sometimes th • 
better information, fometimes give 
fpoe, and in his name the fupren 
brief of the {entence, and fends it 
for them to put it in execUtiO~' 
flounced in this manner is mv II' 
Holy Commandment; that is to 
mOlt; which is without defed: or p2 

You wiu think it doubtlefs an inc 
that a prince fuould have time to eXlI 

affairs of (0 vaft. an empire as is thai 
bcl'ides that wars and foreign negotia: 
his time, which in Europe is almofl 
of the councils; befides this, I fay 
(0 well digefted and ordered, that 
an eye fee to which party he ought 
fentence. and this bccaufe their laws a 
they leave no room for intricacy 
that two hours a day is time enougl 
to govern himfelf an empire of tI 
were there other Jaws, might find 
thitty ,kings; (0 true it is, that the ' 
are wife, plain, well underfiood, and 
.tq .the particular genius and temper t 

~To give your eminence a genera 
I thaIl think it fufficient to remar~ y 
w'hich are exceeding condu~e to tli 
and are·as it were thQl"Very foul of t 
The fun is the moral principles wl 
into the people. !The fecc.nd is tI 
whi~h are fet up in ~ery thi!'g. T 
maXIms of good polley which.are, 
every witereollferved. . 

• 

• 

• 
J 

• 

• 
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• ;)rinciple refpeCb; private &milies, 
." :1. fuch a love, obedience, and 

-ents, that neither the feverity of 
e impertinency of their old ag~ 
r thelr rank, when the children 
eferment, can ever efface. One 
'at :1 degree of perfed:ion this firft 
is improved. Thtte is no fub
of ob¢ience which the parents 
r which the children can refufe. 
e obljg~ to comfort them when. 
ally (0 bewail them when dead. 
emCelves a thoufand rimes before 
• offer them provillons, as tho· 
e,. to lignify that all their ROOds 
nd that from the bottom or their 
them in a capacity to enjoy them. 
9ith a pomp:tnd expenee which to 
nravagallt. they pay conRantly at 
ribute of tears, which ceremonies 
n even to theif piCtures, which they 
fes with a1l imaginable care, which 
:h offerings, and with as due a re~ 
ld their parents, were they yet alive. 
nfelves are not excufed this piece of 
;>refent empe:l'9r has been obfervant 
to his predece!fors of his own fami. 
thofe who were not. . For one daYl 
~ he perceived afar off' the magni6. 

\!Vhich hi.', father had ereaed £01 
It 1aft"~hine(e empemr, who· loA: hi: 
in a rebeJlie'Jl. he ran to the place 

I kn~ -before the tomb, and evo 
great concern for his misfortu~ne: ( 
~ 0 t11J2trOr WM"lby 'of a bttltt' faIt 
,.,. drjJrutJiolris flo fP4Js owi"K 10 111 
lot 01 Ou" dOfJr, yfJII,. fobJtEls brutigfot I 

'las tbern IDtJt bitr(JJtd Y(JU. IJ. il "PO 
tbt1! 
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nol ~n my IInCr/forJ~ 
dU'i.vn vengean(e for Ibis cO. A 
flambeaux to be.lit, and incenfe tp'" 
all which rime he fixed his countel 
aJJd arore not rill all thefe ccremo 

The ordinary term of mourn 
during which time the mourner .( 
lick. office ; fa that a Mandarin ( 

• 

fake his cmplo~ and a miniftCi 
to fpend all that time in grief. 
naured after his doth as a gOt,I:.._. 
obeyed in his family like a prince, J. 

ercifesa defpotick power; as abloi 
of his efiate, which hediftributes t 
but alfo of his concubines and 
he difIXlfes with that liberty and 
fell them to {hangers when their 
him. If a father accufcs his fOl 
fore a Mandarine, there needs no F 
poCed to be true, that tbe fOil is 
father be difpleafed. This patem 

J ext-:nt, that there is 110 father, but , 
life away, if he will fti ck to his a 
we feerned amazed at this proc 
fwere<i": Who undcrftands the mel 
than the father, who hns brought 
}>jm, and fudl n JOllg time obferv 
A nd again, can any per[OI~ have 
a more fincere affeCtion for him 
who knows the cafe exaCtly, and 10-
condemns him) how can we prono 
aud ·innocent? .And when weilbjedl 
fons have an inbrro 6ii1ike of ott 
thers who were mell, a~ well as fa 
ble of fuch antipathies againft for: 
dren; they anfwered, that men w 
natural than fav:tge bc..af.:s, the cruel 
v<r ,dcftroycd their yow.g 

/.._- \. 
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: be ruch manfters among men, their 
t<ic modeA:y and fweetncfs of temper, 
foften them. But after all, fay theYt 
leir children is fa deeply imprinted in 
patents, that antipathy, or difiike, 
Xi and inflamed by the undutiful {lub· 
lifo¢erly behaviour of their children, 

~
pen that a fon f'hould be fo infolent 
nts, or arrive to that height of fury 

*' lay violent h~l1ds on diem; it is 
.re's concern , and the province where 
lIenee is committed is alanned. T he 
f judges the criminal. All the Man .. 
: placeare turned out, d'pecially thofe 
who have been fo negligent in their 

The neighbours are all reprimanded 
by fi:)rmer punilhmenOi, to fi:op the 

. cnminal before it came to this height ~ 
jfe that fuch a diabolical temIXr as thilY 
ave fhewed itfel f on other occafions. 
Iy poffible to attain to (uch a pitch of 
cc. As for the criminal there "js 1:0 

lich they think too fcv~re: They cut 
loufand pieccst bum him, deftroy hi3 
round, and even thofe houfes which 
a.nd fet up monuments and memorials 
ible an infolcllce. 
mperors themfelves can't rejeCt the au
rJXlrents. without running the rifque of 
. ; and btilory teUs us a ftory whi.::h 
alee the :iW"~1 which the Chinefe 
.puty appear admirable. One of the 
II. mother who managed a private in .. 

Ie of the lords of the court ; the notice, 
.blickly taken of ir, obrged. the em
r his refentment of it, both for his own 
:'at of the ~nlpirc ~ fa that he ba.nithed. 
diftant provi:1cc; and becaufe he kneW' 
' 'l' tho 

...",--...;.-~ -. , 
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:hat this ad:ion would not be very c r~ 
~rinces and Mandarines, h~ forbacl.,l> f., 

f>3.in of death, giving him advice th; 
III {i]ent for (orne time, hoping til, ) I 
would condemn his own conduct in 
reeing that he did not, they refolvo ~ 
rather than fuffer fa pernicious a p.re '1 

The firil,who had the courage to 
to the emperor in thismatter,was pl 
rpot. His death put not a {lop tj 
proceedings; for a day or two ail. 
his appearance, :l.I1d,to fhew all the \\ 
willing to facrifi ce his life for the pu 
his hearle to l1:and at the palace gat 
minded not this generous aaico, 1 
more provoked at it. H e not or 
to death . but, to terrify all others i 
:xample, he ordered him to be pi 
One would not think it prudence ~ 
T he Chillere were of another mind, 
to fall one after another rather th 
over in filenee (0 baCe an aCl:ion . 

There was therefore a third wh( ~ 
he, like the Cecond, ordered his c 
the palace gate, and protelled to r. 
he was not able any longer to fee 
h.is crime. Wbat /halJ we loft by 
nothing but the figbt of a prince, r 
r()j}k wilbQUt amazmunt and barr. 
noJ hear tU, WI will go and ftdr. 
'mprtji ),our lnothtrs anajlo,p. 
~omplainfS, and ptrhap:=M~7)C da, 
!Iigh/ )'OU will bear ours aNd their 
with your ;njujlict. 

The emperor being more enrag' 
l!Uo1ence, as he called it, of h\ 
[)n this Ian the feverell: tormentr 
~aJ\y pthers, encouraged by thefe 

• , 

• 
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·.,;;;1<1·... to torment, and did in effi:a: die the 
.!iti tduty, which they /load. up for with 
g ' their blood. At 1,(\ this heroick 

ied out the emperor s. cruelty j and 
• ..s ~fraid of J?ore dunserous con(e

i hlmfelf convinced of his own fault ~ 
h~ was the f:;.tber of his people; that 
tthily put to death his children; and 

prefs,he was troubled tpat he had fo 
.; Plqrher. H e tttalled her therefore, 
• .:!- former dignity; and after that, the 
ured her, the more was he hlmfelf 
s fubjecb. . 
moral principle, which obtains among 
mour their Malidarille5 as they would 
~f~lf, ~hofe perron the ~andarilles 
:ctam this credit the M andanncs never 
-:k without a retinue, and face of gran
IlWlds refpeCt. They arc always car· 
jficent chair open ; before them go all 
their CQutts, and round them are cat
tks and badges of their dignity. The 
,ver they come, open to fhe right and 
m pafs thro'. When theyadmilliller 
palaces, no body fpeaks to them blIt 

$. be they of what quality ther win, 
can at any time tommand any parons 

..:!ci, no one comes near t hem without 

. when any Mandnrinc took ajourneYi 
->itant{ of ~~owns thra' which he 

I a. crowd tb~ him; and proffer thei~ 
,dud:mg hiiii with all foJemniry thro' 
! 1°W ~hen he leaves his office which 

£let d to the fafisfadioll of all men, they 
h . marks Of honoUr; as would engage 
tpi~ to the love of V'irrue and jullice. 
taking rus Ieav5 in order to Ia~ dOWh 
. T~ hi-! 

~-~----~.~ ) -
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his office, almon aU the inhabitant 
ways, and place thcmfdves fome 1 .. 
for almofl fourteen or 6fta:1l nu ... 
that every where in the road on 
fomely pa.i:1ted, with Catlin tab 
wjrh (wert-mc3ts, tel, and other 

Every onc almon: confimins 
clown and cat or drink fomcthing. 
one, another flops him, and thus ~ 
b. Y among the appJaufcs and a 
r:ople : and, which is an odd th \.. 
fircs to have fOl"!1ething which co 
S:>me take his boots, others his 
CO<lt; but they, who take any th 
ther of the f.'lme fort, and, hefon 
m~lltitudc, it fomctimes happens 

.thirty d ifferent pairs of boots on . 
Then he hC:l.rs himfelf called I 

the prererver and father of his p. 
wail the 10Cs of him with wet ey' 
rine mun be vcry infenftble indro 
his tum (heel a tear or two, whcl 
def marks of affed::ion: for the i 
obliged to fhew hini this rcfpeE 
do not like the adminiA:ration 01 

fhew lhcmfelvcs as indifferent al 

they do w{'ctionate and forry at thl 
The extraordinary refpc6l: wh 

their parents, and people to their 
~re-.l.tdt mons of prefen,jng quie 
lIes. and peace in their towns; I 
nU the good order, ~h w 
people, flows from thefe two fF?ri 

Th<; third principle of moraht) 
them is this, that it is yery necc 
fbould obfervc towards each oth. 
of mooclly and civility; th:lt t 

thtmfdvcs fa ob!igingly and com 
• 

( • • 

• 

• 

• 

• 
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' their adiOI)S O'Iay have a mixture of fweetncfs and 

~ courtefy in th'em. T his, (,'y they, is that which 
IlfI makes the dt'ftinttion betwet:n man and beall., or be-

• t"...:n the Chiltefe and other men ; they pretend alro 
" that the diftnrbance of fever.tl. kingdoms is owing to 

the rough and unpolifhed temper of their fubjeds. 
For thofe tempers, which fly out into rudeneCs and 
paffion, perpetually embroiled in quarrels. which uft! 
neithel:.refped: nor compbif.,nce towards :my. are 
fitted to be il!cend~'lrjes and diA:urbets of the publil:k 
peace. On the contrary, penple who honour and 
r.Iped: each other, who can lu ffer an injury, :md 
diJremble or ftifle it; who religiouOy ohfervc that 
difference which either age, quality, or merit have 
made; a people of this {bunp are nltur:llly IO"/ers of 
order, and when they do amifs it is not without 
violence to their OWI1 inclinations. 

The Chine(e are (0 far from net;;lcCting the praC1:icc 
of this maxim, that ill feveral I!1fiances they carry 
iron too far. No fort of men are excufed from it * 
tradefmen, fervants, nay, even countrymen have 
th~ ways of exprening kindnefs and civility to one 
another; I have often beerl amazed to fee footmen 
take their leave of each other on their knees, :md 
farmers in their entertainments ure more compli
ments and ceremolli~ than we do at our publick 
treats. Even the fearnen, who from their manner 
of living, and from the air they breathe, naturally 
draw in roughnefs. do yet Ir...ar to each other a love 
like that o.f...l:rothe.rs, and pay that deference to one 
another. that one wot~ them unitul by the 
firi8dt bands of friendlhip. 

rI The Rate,. which has always. in policy, accounted 
t is as moil condocive to the qUlet of the empire, 

as appain.ed forms of faJutacion, of vificing, of 
.. .-JllRki)\g ent:rlainments, and of writing letters. T he 
•. ufual way of falutation is to lay your hand crofs four 

~reaft, and bow your head a little. Wht re: you 
. \ , 'f 3 J would 

~ t •• I 
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wouJd ftill fhew a greater rcfpea, r 
your hands together. and carry the,: IJ" 
ground, bowing your whole body j ;V 
a penon of eminent quality, Qr reed ) 
into your haufe, you ' mull: bend ant 
main in that poll.ure till he whom y. 
talics you up. which he always 'do( 
But when a Mandarine ~ppeats in pu' 
be a rriminal ([lucinef~ to falute him 
fafil ion, unJefs you have OCcaUOIl to 
you muft ftep afide a little, and hoi 
all the ground , and your arms crofs : 
till he be gone raft you.. 

Altho! very fA-m iliar acquair.tanc~ m 
out any ceremony, yet for thore friend 
fo, cuftom h~ prefcribcd a fet form o~ 
vif! ror fends his fcrvant before ",ith 
paper, on which is wrotc his own nan 
many marks of refpect: to the penol 
cording as his dignity or quality is . '\\ 
fae;e is received, the vifitor c'om~ it 
WI th a reception anfwerable to his meri 
viriro:i fometimes flays for the viCito 
without going out to meet him, or 
much fuperior qualiry, w\hout riling 
fometimcs he meets the v,Citor at his 
times he goes out into the cou 
fometimes even infO the ftreet to • 
When they come into view, they both 
a low bow. They fay but little, the 
:tre in f9rm, one knowj :hM he mlt 
other how ne muf\: an wer ; they Ilt 
br.l.ins, like us, to find out new complir 
phraf~. At every gate they make a I 
cerelTloni~ begin afrdh. and the bows a 
)flake each go fir{l:; tney I.\fe but two '\ 

• 

irg qn this ~fion, which ar;e Tfin ; 
F pl~~ to ente~ j ~nd Poucan, It t\ 

• 
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~ 
,. repeats his word four or five times, 

)~.? Iger fuff'ers himfd f to be perfuaded, 
--.; 'l...~~e next door, where the fame thing 

It: to the room where theyaretoll:ay, 
• ! door on a row. and every one bows 

.lhd ; then follow the ceremonies of 
ing on this or that fide to give the 
he chairs are faIuted (for they have 
tpaid them as well as the men, they 
U duftaway, and bow in arefpettive 
itn follow the contentions about the 
this makes no confufion. ure has 

t heChinefe. they know before what 
'1atothers are to do; everyonell:ays 
t: donein their order what isexpeCted, 
ens no confulioll or difru rbance. 

, xi that this is a great piece offatigue, 
motions and different pofrur~, in 

td a quarter of an hour before they are 
!.1ft be own'd they have need enough 
.airs are fet fa that every body fi ts 
other; when you are fat, you muft 
,n back. your eyes mull look down
s muA:. be ftretched on your knees. 
t acrors, with a grave and compored 
")e ovet;.forward to [peak. The 
t a viftt confifts not in mutual COll -

in outward compliment and cere-
( na the vifitor may truly and prcf

, to ~y his refpeds, for oftentimes 
lours~hal\ words fpoken. 
'd aver to me, that a M andarine 
in which Ite fpoke never a word to 

'ays c~, that they never ovcr
ith difcourfing, for one rna y gene
I that they are ftatues or figures 

d ¥?r ornament, they have fo J ittl~ 
' I) much of gravity.. , The!{ 

~- • __ "' __ l.... . 1 



· Their fpeech ismightily fubmiffiveand 
will never hear them fay, for example;, I am . 
you for the javour you haw db1lt Ifu. 6ukl/u5. f a. 
'fJuur which my turd, which my injJruc1ti b~ gnlllud ~ 
1I1e, who am lillie in his l)'tI, or who am bis d~'t.:;.ff, 
bas f),:trtmcly obliged me. Again, they cW>n'c fay, j 
make hold to preftnt )'ou with a few curiofitits of m.l 
("unlry; but theftrvailJ taktJ the liberl) to offer to bil 
lord a few CfI1";ujilies which came from his mean an, 
vilt (()UllIry. Again, not fPhaljoMJer coma from JtJU~ 
l,'i1lgdom or prwilJct is 'a'el/ warktd; but .wbatforot~ 
cOl1les from the preciouskingdom,tht1lObitprovillce of tho 
k ,·d. is ,"x/roordinary jine, and actedi"g 'Well wrGug!P1 
J n like manner in aU other cafes. they never fay I 0 

Y(IU in the firfl: or fccond perron; but nit your /trvanl 
mt )'OU,. diftiple, me )o:tr jitbjtfl. And inO:ead of fay 
i!lgYOII, they ['1y, tbe dot/or [aid, flu lord did, fb 
ImptTCr nppo;nlrd. It would be a great piece 0 

clowilifimefs to ["I.y othcrwiCe, unlefs to our fervants. 
Dming the yifil the tca goes round two or thre 

times, where you muA: ufe a ceremony when YOI 

rake the dilb. when you carry it to your mouth, 0 

,when you return it to the fervant. When you de 
fatt it is with the fnme ceremonies with which yo 
came ill, alid you conclude the comedy with th 
fame expence you began it. Strangers :lre very un 
touth a,t playing their parts herein, and make gre:; 
blunders. The rrafonable part of the Chinefe fmil 
at them and excufe them; others take exceptions Ii 

if, alld de.fire thrm ta learn and pradife before the 
venture ill publick: for this reafan ~~~ :lJ~w am 
baltldars forty days to ~J?iJtt for their audience ( 
theempcror; and, far rerrtJiey {hould mifs any CerE 

mony, they fend them, during the ti.r;ne aHowec; 
mallers of the ceremonies, ",ho teach them, at: 
make them praCtiCe. 

Their ftans ~re ceremonious even beyond whj 
~·ou fUl ima~llc! rou would think th~r arc nQt invite 

, I j \ 



make -grimaces. Not a mouthful of 
a,.drop of wine drank but it coas an 

. They have, like our concerts of 
r.":" mufick, an who beats time, that the guefts 

fil l!.,) 1 together in concord take their meat on their 
• _ plates, and.put it into their mouths, and lift up 

their little inftruments of wood~ which fcrve inRe:td 
.. , of a fork, or put them :lgain in their places in or

der. Every gueft has a peculiar table, wlthOUt table. 
cloth, napkin. knife, or (poon; for every thing is 
ready cut to their Muds. and they never touch 
,any thing but with two little wooden infhumel1ts 
tipp'd with filver, which the Chinefe handle very 
dexterouOy, and which ferve them for an unive.r~ 
[.11 inftrument. 

, 

They begin thcir feaCh with drinking w:ne, which 
is given to every gueft at one and the fame time in 
a (mall cup of China or filver, which cup all the 
guefts take hold of with both h::mds: e,'ery one 
lifts'ihis vc1fcl as high as his head. prefenting their 
fervice thereby to one another without fpeaking, 
and inviting each other to drink firi1:. I t is enough 
jf you hold the cup to your mouth only without 
drinking during the time while the ren. drmk; for, 
if the outward ceremonies are obferved and kept, 
it is all one to them whether you drink. or I\ot. 

4fm the firfl: cup, they fet llJX>n every table a 
g~~e1 of ha{h'd meat, or Ragoo. Then every 
one obferves the motions of the mailer of the feaft, 
who direCts the aCtions of his guefis. According as 
he g!'W'I-t.hWign, they take their two little inftru
ments, brandiCh them ~ air, and, as it wtrey 

L prefent them, and after exercifing them after twenty 
r . faJhions.,l which 1 can't exprefs, they fuike them in .. 

t q" the difh, from 'whence they cleaver-Iy bring up :l 
;Aece of m t, which mufl be eat neither too hafrily 
por too Dowly, finee it would bea rudenefs either to 

_ W before others, or to .tD~ them flay for you. 

"(',J,. - t 1J'Mq 



.-__ "'"i'iUJ:M'l: PIT(cy 
Then again th,y exerci[, thci.- . 
which at length they place on tlt . in 
{lure wherein they were at firft . In" aJ 's, you n\u(t 
obferve time, that all may begin arvt md I( oUCt' 

A little after, comes the wine ~, w II.. ~ 
d rank with all the ceremonies JOtcJ· J. n. 
comes a recond mel's, which thc.y ~ip j'ltO as in~ ' 
the firft, and thus the feaft is • u.od untiJ the 
end, drinking between every mouthful, tilJ t1h:re: 
have been twenty or four and twenty ~iff~ P]iltd 
of meat at every table, which mtk tht'Pl drink. 
off" as many cups of wine; but, \\'~ J1Vlfl: ob(ervc, 
that befides that, I have raid, that .~y d.rita~ as 
much or as little as they will at ~ tilne) thtir 
wine cups are very link, and their wi~e rmall. 

When all the dilhes are fervcd . whiCh ate done 

with all imaginable order, no more. ... me~"j~~~~ 
and the guefis may be a little more f'rt:"O 
meat. taking indifferently out of any q( 
before them, which yet mull be d \C when 
of the guefts take out of {orne 0 "their dll.",f 
uniformity and order is (acrt!d. 
time they bring rice and bread. '~; ~~.~~ 
but meat has ~ brought; they r 
broths, made of flefh or fifh, in 
if they think fi t, may mingle their rice. 

They fi t at table fcr:ous, grave, nq. filmt, Io 
t hree or four hours to,;} .:r When the mafte~ 
of the houfc f~ they veall done eating. he give9 
the ugn to rifc, and >" .. tid~ for a quarter of 
of an hour into the J or nlen t< •• ~: "1 and 
di,"ert themfelves. Til '" to the 
ble, which they fi"j roo (Of f\t'ttt 
meats, and diy' "'l' to drink 
with their tea. 

Tber, cull r. lIridly ,ji,: 'd, and r. 
tremdy troublefom ... , which rnuft 'be ptUormi!d £rum 
one.ond tQ the 9ther of e r..n, kt<p .. J ~ , , 6-0 

( 



Ida not find themfelves hungry 
froM the table. Then they have a 

:.;weat to go i.nd dine at home i but a com· 
~ fuoUe:rs corne and play over a comedy, 

~ 'wltich is fo tediOlL$;, that it wearies. one as much. 
, that befuk at the table did. Nor i$ tedioufuefs 

.:.the only fault, for they are commonly very dull 
and very ooify i no rules are obCerved, fometimet 
they hng, fometimes bawl, and fometimes hqwl, for 
the Chinefe have little fkiU , in making dedamations. 
Yet, you mufl: not laugh at this folly. but aU the while 

, admire at the polite:neCs of China, at its ceremonies, 
intl:ituted, as they fay, by the difCrebon of the an· 
Clents, and frill kept up by the wi(d?~ of the mo~ 
derns. 

The let~ which are wrote ITom one to another, 
arc as remarkable for theif civilities and ceremonies. 
which are as many, and as myA:erious as the o· 
thers. They dOll't write in the fame manner as they 
fpeak ; the higners of the characttfl, the diftance 
between the lines, the innumerable titles of honour 
given to the (everal qualities of perfons, the /hape 
of the paper, the number of red~ white; or blue 
covers for the l etter~ according to the perfon%: loon· 
di.~ion, and a hundred other formalities, punic fome
tin;les the brain of the moA: ullderftanding men a
inongfl: them, for there is fcaree anyone who is fc
j:retary enough to write and fend o~e of their let
ters as it ought to be. 

There are a thouGmd other rules practifed by the 
better rJtt m"8niinary co~'tverfa.tion, which you muft 
obferve, unlefs you wouID-Q accounted a. clown; 

• and tho' in a thoufand in{Unces thefe things favour 
more of a ridiculouS affedation than of real polite~ 
ncrs, no on can deny neverthdefs, but that thefe 

'~~cuftoms, w b peopl~ obferie fa txaa.ly. do in
/'fpire into them a fweetnefs of temper, and a love 
,. .. of order.. Thefe three moral principles, that is, -the 
. ~' r .\ ' ..... ·· .. f~ 



Of tb, Policy and 
refp:Ct:.'which children pay their !f'~u 
t 1ol1 which all pay the emperor anti hD 
the mutual humility and courtefy ot~J 
their effect: the better, becaufe, (upi~""J1, ... 
and well-underfl:ood policy. Th.e .. 
of which are, my lord, as follow. 

T he lirA: is, Never to give an'/} Ol\t. "" Clfftce in 
his own province, and that for two rearons : be
caure, firn, a M andarine of ordinary parentage is u· 
fually defpifed by thofe who know his family. 
Secondly, becaufe being brought into favour and 
repute, by the great number of his kindred .. and 
friends, he might be enabled either to make, or to 
fupport a rebellion, or at leaft it would be ve
ry difficult for him to execute juftice with an wli
"er{al imparti:tlity. 

The fecond maxim is, To retain at court the 
children of the Mandarines imploy'd in the moil: 
confiderable offices in the province, under pretence 
indeed of educating them weU. but, in reality, 
keeping them as hoflages, left their fathers ihould 
faU from that duty which they owe the emperor. 

T he thim maxim is, That, when one g~ to law,9 
fuch a commitrary is mru:le tlfe of as the emperor 
pleafes to name, unlefs the office or quality of the 
criminal gives him the liberty to refu(e him. Jf the 
emperor difl ikes the lirA: fentcnce1 e ay commif
fion new judges to rt-examine j untJ1 the (entence 
be agreeable to his mind; for, other-.. if('" It lVOuld 
be in the power of mOlley Qr 1I'ti&s. U't a 
man whore life would be no . u!! tv ~~ of me 
frate . On the other fid :lv the), -wp n not (Clt 
the prince"s paffion, w"'!), I' vc 1. 'I'd tb rake. 
off a good man, rna" fi \U)S e11 ",l!.4\) dq Ir, 
without going (0 openlr:. 'Out it. But ; ii tit littmg 
that there fhouJd be a m~ cffi 'OlCJVgh. 
rid the empire of an ill man. 

\ 
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"t· rth maxim of policy is N ever to (d] :lny 
;.,.j"r-<:" b to be/1flw it always upon merit; that 

t ore of good life, and who by 1\ diligent 
~~~~L~h.ave acquainted themfelves with the laws and 

l of their country. To this end, informa-
" are ex1Wbited of the life and manners of the 

ndidate, efpecially when a Mandanne is removed 
- from an inferior to a (uperiar office; as for their 

underftanding the laws, they undergo fa many elC
aminations and trials of it. that it is impoffible for 

~ atl ignoramus to be thought underllanding, fa fe
vere are the mca(ures which thl.-Y take. 

When they reCeIve to fet a child apart for learn
ing, they put him to a mafter, for the towns of Chi
na are full of {ehools, where reading and writing are 
taught, which, to learn well, will take up (orne 
years. When the youth has made a pretty good 
progrefs in this, he is prefented to a Mandarine of 
the lower order to be examined. If he writes a 
good. hand, and makes their charaacrs hand
fomely, he ~ admitted among thofe who apply 
tnemfelves to the knowledge of books, and en-

'_ deavour to obtain a degree; of which there :In:: 

three forts, which an{wer to our batchelor, mallt'r 
I of arts, and dodor. As the fortunes of the Chi

ne(e do wholIy depend upon their capacity and 
underftanding, {o they {pend their whole life in 
ftudy. T hey f.y by heart all ,h,i, !lapl. books with 
a wonderful aJacri ty. they make comments on their 
Jaws: compofition, eloquence, imitation and know
l~e o,t;,<Ii'i' et\CiClit doa-ors. and the deliocy and 
pOlifenefs of the mode~es. from fix to fixtv. 

• are their conftant employ. In {orne, the quick . r uds and readinefs of wit {aves Ihem a great dell 
of labour. for fom~ have been d08:ors at an age 
when others jean write but indifferently; but thefe 

"~re heroes amongft the Chinefe, of which .ont in 
; /.an age is enough. .. • 

' ,... I, , The 
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The examinations are Rria., rpafi:ers 
%reated by lbe principal Mandari~b ~f the 
batche.lors, by thefe Mandarines afi,lied a ulJl- . 

miJTary from co~ ; as for dod:ors, they ~n\~cl 
only at Pekin : but becau(e fome; who dc(e ~ _ 
this degree; have not wherewith to dd'I'l.Y It. 
expenfive a journey, what is necelfary for it _ 
beftowed on them gratis, that fo ~<:tty, rm;t 
riot deprive the" {bte of the fervice of thOH! mat 
who may prove ufcful and beneficial· to it... 

Everyone's charad:er is taken from his, ability td 
invent or compore. For this purpo[e, the q~ndi
dates are fuut up in a clofe room, without books; 
without any other paper than what is necelTary for 
them [0 write ori. All the while they are for": 
bidden all manner of correfpondents~ at the doors 
are placed. by the Mandarines guards, whofe ~deli; 
ty no bribes can corrupt; the recond examinati
on is yet more fi ria, for. Jeft the comniiffi.ry fent 
by the court lhould himfclf be hyaffed thro' favour 
or the hopes of gain, he is not fuffered to fee or 
fpeak with any penon till the exa.mination is over. -.. 

In creating the dod.ors, the emperor often en« 
gages himrelf; the prerent emperor is more feared 
by the candidates than any of the other parers, not 
only for his nic~ exa8:t;l~~s. ~d .rigo.taUs juftice, ?ut 
for his extraordinary abilities In Judgmg of any thing 
of this nature. When the dOCtori arc: named i the~ 
are prerented to him; to threr 'Im.'~:· o· whlc 
he gives garlands of flowcn. or .. n k 0 

honour, to diflinguifh thqt tioDl th~l ~ I mL r 
them likewife he .hur,""" i of tus,..yoal • 
demy, from whence they never rtmO~ 
into palls of the greateft confidcrttioD tUld 
ill the kingdom. 

The great number of prerents, "VI !J. 
rive from their kindred and frien , k 

tot's from being poor. Everyone , ' 



, . tht 

'~~~~fu~~dr.om h~ fricndJhip I but, Jell 
;.- , fnake them negligent, and lit 

ftudies, tney flill undergo feveral exami
atlons, where, if they appear to have been neg

ligent, they certainly meet with feverity and re-
roof; whetbs, if they have A:iIl continued to ror

ward and improve their ftudies, they meet with a 
, ' uitable encouragement and reward. 

No rmall fhare of the publick -good is owing to 
l this principle of policy. The youths, whom idle
r ne(s and {loth never fail to GOrrupt, are by this 
- conftant employment diverted from ill (ounes, they 

have fcaree tim~ enough to follow their 100ft incli
nations. Secondly, Rudy forms and polilh their wits. 
People, who never engage in arts and fciences, an:: 
always blockifh and ftupid. T hirdly, all offices afC 

fiU'd by able men, and, if they can't prevent thu 
injuftice which proceeds from the covetoufnefs and 
COlTUpt a1fettions of officers, at leaft, they will take 
care to hinder that which arifes from ignorance 
and immorality. Founhly, "nce the places are given, 

'" the emperor may with greater juftice tum out thore 
- officers whom he fualHtnd undeferving. We ought 

indeed to punilh every offender; yet, it would be 
I natural to bear with a M andarine who is negligent 

of his office for want of underftanding or appli
cation, who is too mild or over fevere, if, if tak
ing away his place would ruin his famil y, whore 
wbole fortune, it may be, was laid out in the 
purchafe of it, when as, if a place be difpos'd only 
b~ prince who gave it, may eaftly. 
without any difturbance, ~ it &om one and gra
tify another with it. 

Lall.ly, no fees are paid for the adminiftration 
of juftice. Th.f judge, whore office eoft him ncr 

• thip.gt.~ WrlO has his falary {bted, can require no-
~, ~g 0 e parties at law; which impowers every 

_ po.. mane: prorc~ure his own rights, and frees him 
.. .. Ifrom - , . 

. .' . - \. 



from bring opprc/Ted by tJ 

verfary, who can't be brough 
rcafonablYl becau(e the other not 

The Chinefe have efiablifhe.d :. J.$ :l.6fth 
of policy Never to {uffer flra~ tQ ba e lI1;:y lh c; • • 

in their adminiftration : the (malll!.ltt , they ~ 
them, makes the Olinefe u{e em tiC) 0 coWly. 7hfy 
fancy, that a mixture of natives ;nJ rorcign~ l\-ouJ([" "" 
bring them to contempt, and 'Ck ~un no~ht b 
corruption and diforder. Fr . t!tt!lce :Ulo W'O 
{pring particular grudges. mOl. . • . f '&I 

11ft, rebellions. For differenc, po»pie ~ITari. 
1y fuppofes difference of cuQc,Itlb,!;tn agu., hu~ 
mour. and religion. This m.\ke' them n. kmgc:r 
children of the fame family, up to °t11 " tAin4 
opinions, and tempcred with tbe fvn . ' Qi ~ &hd, 
be there all imaginahle care ufi to irt.!lru~g :md 
forming fuangers. they .are at maEt but o;d,Qpttd 
fons, who never have that implicit vb::du,.n iUld 
tender affeCtion, which- childretJ by n;;ItU(".;'!).;..1r "to 
their own r..arents. So, that Aoulcl {o~la 
better quahfied than natives, wbich you 'Call e~cl 
make the Chinefe believe, they would f:uicy j,{or 
good of their country to prefer lUltlvea to tb::m; ar\d 
it is little lefs than a miracle · favour of clnilh 
:ll1ity. that a few miffionaries e bee rid{; to 
fettle there. 

This laA: piece of policy 
when thofe of a falfe religion are. "'t" v., 
teaches rebellion and difturba.nce. 
produa. of caballing and riot; 
therwife in chriftiani t~,ho(e 
and obedience to authority 
peace, wlity, and charity 
is wha.t the Chinefe begin to be 
had trial of it for a whole 
were ir, if they wouJd ernb';:J 

,ian equally neceff"'1 {Qt %:i"~ 

'> .$ 



as condllcive to the peace and good of the 
I 

lixth maxim is, That nobility is never he-
• r • .Ii,,,,",, neither is there any diftinCl:ion between the 

.qualities of people; faving what the offices, which 
.. they execate, makes; fo that, excepting the fa-

mily of Confucius, the whole kingdom is divided 
into magiftracy and commonalty. There are no lands 
but what are held by foccage tenu~ not even thofe 
lands which are defi-ined for the Bonzes, or which 
belong to the temples of the idols; fa that their 
gods, as well as men~ are fubjcd:ed to the fiate, and 
are obliged by taxes and contributions to acknow
l~ge the emperor's fupremacy. When a viceroy 
or governor of a province is dead. his children, ll.5I 

well as others, have their fortunes to make; and. if 
they inherit not their furher's virtue and ingenuity, 
his name which they bear, be it never fa famous, 
gives them no quality at all. 

The advantages which the Rate makes of this max· 
im are, firft, trading is in a more flourifhing con· 
dicion, which the lazinefs of the nobility is the like

~ .. Ijell: means to ruin. Secondly, the emperor's reve
nues are encreas'd by it; becaufe no eflateS arc tn:-

, free. In towns which pay poll-money, no perfon is 
exempt. Thirdly, by t his means, families are hinder
ed from ingratiating themfelves with the populace, 
and fa kept from efrablifhing themfe1ves fa far in 
the people's favour, that it would be a difficulty 
to the prince himfe.1f to keep them within bound!!. 
~m ',,' received op~llion among the Chinefe, 

at, if an emperor wo-\kl be obey'd, he muft lay 
his commands upon fubjcCts, and not upon fo ma
ny little kings. 

Their feventh prillciple of policy is, T o keep up 
in ~ as l weB as war great armies, as well to 

• .~~ a credit and Tefpea from the nei.gbhours, 
I. at to l\iB.e, or' rather prevent any difturbanct or .._ r u infu~iOtl 
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infurredion which olay happen at h me. Heret (L
a million of foldiers were fet to guard thhr 
wall. A leCs number thall cllat alfo,'to garrifol 
frontiers and great towns, would have been 10" lit
tle. N ow they think it enough to k~ rrit'On!.l 
in their moll: im portant towns. 

Befide5 th!.£c ftar.di l1g forct:S, there are 6fi1}.;.<!1,~~~ 
twc;pty thouf:lIld men in each province. Wlaer the 
command of private officers ; they have alfo {oldi-
ers to keep their iflands, efpecially Haynan and 
Formafa. The horre-guards of Pekin are above 
an hundred and fixty thoufand; io that. I be
lieve, in the greaten. and fecureft pl"ace, the em
peror has in pay and at murrer no leCs than fifty 
hundred thou("md eff~ve men, all armed according 
to the cuftom of the country with fcimeters and 
darts. They have but a very fmall infantry. and 
of there, which they have there, there arc no pike-
~nt:n, and very few mufqucteers. I 

Their foldiers are very graceful, and pretty wel1 
difciplin'd, for the Taltars have almo£t degenerated 
into Chinefc, and the Chinefe continue as they aJ- .... 
ways were. foft. effeminate, enemies of labour. bet-
ter at making an handfome figure at mufter or in a .. 
march, than at behaving themfelves gallantly in an 
:ld-ion. T he T artars begin with heat and bri1knefs, 
and, if they call make their enemies give ground 
in the beginning, then they call make their advan
t:!.ge of it ; otherwife they are unable to continue an 
attack a good while, or to be:..r lJr :.,fi--(lg 
~peciallY1 if't1t:l.de in ord~Jand" !t. 1~ 
etnpc;ror. whom I have lUd tu f 

\ wiili. who fays nothing but whit 
does nothing but what is grt:tf. 
chara8:cr of th~m : 'Ibty ort .," fo~fj 
poJtd 10 bnd om!, hut bod whew- gp~ 14 .; 

The eighth maxim is con mUng tf,. 

and · puoilhme,s. Great men "'''bu bav 
• 
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'( t'Jed. tl\eir cO"Jnlry. never lore their reward; and 
e, be afuince never fa opulent, he can never 

~. have enough. to rewarrl all his fubjcds: this dcft:Ct: 
is made up by marks and titles of honour, which 
are very Jcct;ptable to the fubjeds, and no charge 
to the pnnce. • 

t Thefe titles of honour are what they cal~ the fc
vera.! 0rd~ at Mandarines. Thq fay, ruch an one 
is a l\fandatine of the firft rank, or the emperor has 
placed. ruch an one in the firfi clr!.fs of theM:l.!1darincs. 
of the (ecend mnk , and in like manner of others. 
~his dignity, which is ffit:erly hononty. mak<jS them 
take pillce in alfembli.cs, viGts, and cour.cils, but is 
no profit to them. To make thefe rewards of grea~r 
extent, which the people . chufe much foollt't than 
penGons. they arc:: Corneumes bcfiow'd even upon 
the dead) who;:!.Te oftentimes m:tde Malldarinc:s after 
their funeral~ who therefore fill fometimes the 
greateft places of honour amongll: the nobility \VheJl 
the emperor can't befiow upon them the meanell: 
place nmongft the living. T hey have oftentimes, at 
the publick or prince's charge, lofty monuments raif
ed for them, and that court, whieh looks after the 
publiek expe"ees, judges what recor:npence fhall IJc 
.pajd to i)oejr defert. Thefe rewartis are oftentimes 
accompanied with elogies in thcirpraife, made by the 
emperor himfelf, which makes them and their fami
If &"710US to all poll:erity. But the highefi: honOur is 
to make. them famts, to build them temples, and 
offer t.hem. facrifices as to the god, of the coun
~Y ~his means, paga~~fm has been mightily fup
ported by the emperors, adoring themfelves the work 
of tb'tir oWn hands, and paying worfhip and hd
nobr to them, wbfJ vhm alive, woultl have been 
gJaH (I) be,.proftra~ a~ th~r now ,~orihippc~s feet. 

,..""' .... 0\' ~Ard, QIft1 m pnvate men thofe VirtuOUS 

~b",hieh briNg po p'ublicli a<!"u,tlge tq the 
tue. ~ read in hillory, that temple. nave been. • U. " \.::d 



rai(ed to the memory of fome maids, who i.t! 
lives kept their chaftity in~l;.ble.; And t, 
h:..Ye feen, in {even.! of thor towns, troph'~·"'IJt 
honourable infcriptions, raifed up for inhabj 
mean rank and degree, to pub1ifh to all tbe 
their virtue and merit. , 

If the Chinefe are very liberal in their rewanls., 
they arc as revere in the punilhments even ..,f.-thdV 
flighteA: faults; their punilb.ments are adequ~te to 
their demerits. The ufual punifhment is the bafti
nado 011 the back. \ Alhen they receive but forty 
or fifty blows, they call this a Fatherly Corredi-
on ; to which as well Mandarines, as others, are 
fubjed: . This punifhment is lIot accounted very 
fcandalous. and. after it is executed, the crimirW 
mua fall on his knees before the judge, and, jf able, 
bow three times down to the ground. and give him 
h umble thanks for taking this care of his education. 

Yet this punifument is of that violence, that one 
{hoke is enough to fell one that is of a tender 
cOIl(\.itution, and oftentimes perfons die of it i ;t is 
true, there are ways of Cortening thi: m»1hJ 1 

when the execution of it is in court The 
to bribe the executioners. for 
them • becaufe, left the exo::ution ..u-g:!t 

leJfel1 the punifhment. after five r fix It: «-
other fucceeds, and fo till the wllok be: 
Buft' when the criminal has by m. PIr)' 

his friends, they unucrfbmJ. their ".Ii 
t~t, notwithfblllding all the ~d.re , \:n """v..., 

'nnes prefent cm ufe, the pumfhm 'j 

and ah:noft nothing. 
Befide9 this. in the courts there 

hired, who keep a good underflan 
cers j who, upon a fignal given, b e 
the criminal, who efcapes among t 
coves his punifhment. For mOID 
where thefe forts of vicarious per1or. 

-. ' J 
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t i~ a trade, at China, where feveral perfons are 

l"' IJIilltamed by the blows of the cudgel. 
By fuch a trick as this, Yam quam- lien, :l f.'unous 

profecutor of chritl:ianity, efcaped the juft (Cf1tence 
l of the judies. He engaged a paltry fellow for a llLfgc 
fum ,of money, to rake upon him his name, aad 

.., go to the court of juftice in his fle3d. H e tolJ him, 
~h.at, let it come to the worfi, it was but a good cud. 
gelling, and, if after that he was imprifoncd, there 
Ihould be. found out a way to redeem him thenCC'. 
The poor fel10w went according to agreemellt, 
aAd when the cryer caWd out aloud,Yam qll3.m-fi en , 
the fellow an(wered as loud , H ere; his (entence 
was pafs'd, and the M:mdarine condemned him to 
death . The officers, who had been bribed , feized 
on him immediately, and, according to cullom, gag
ged him; for, after {entence, the criminal is nOt 
fuffere4 tq fpea~ . Afterwards. he was brought to 
to the ~Jace of exe~ution, where the poor wretch 
fuffered a miferable death . 
. T he recond (art of punifhment is the C ... rclll , which 

• diife~ frpm the former only in the place where the 

) 
!>affinadoes are given ; ill this, they are given the cri
minal at one of the city gates, or in the: high way : 
the punifhm~lt here is not fo !harp, but the inf.tmy 
is. greater, and h~ who has once u.ndergofl~ thi\rl
pllh",ent, can never more recover hIS repUt2.hon. ' 
They have feveral different ways ofinAitl:ingdclfh. 

fvfean and ignoble perfpns have their heads cut oft, 
faT, in China, the feparation of the head &om the boo 

~Y1rdifgr:l.Ceful. Ou the contrary, perfons of qlt:l.
~ty;ue ftrangled, which, among them. is a de:nh of 
more credit ; if the crime be very notQJ"ious, theYl1re 
punifiletllike mean penons, :lIId fometimes their heads 
~e c.ut off an~~g"d !>Il a tree in th~ high ways. 
#!,.a.~1s and tray tors are punifh'd with the utmoll: 

... ~ feyerity ; that is, to f~ as they do, they ~ut tllen'\ 
~ ~~oufand pieces : for~ 2ftc:r that the aecu
... . l V ~' tiaver • • • 
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t ioner hat h ty'd them to a poft. he Ct' O. Ul,~·riJ;I,~H 
alllound their fOI-ehead. which he hy (0 
it hangs over thtir eyes, that they 1;D.,t t r~ e 
torments they are to endure. After~!' C eu 
t heir bodies in what places he thinks 6t, • .. 
he is tir'd with this barbarous employm t,'tk'i\ t$ 

them to the tyranny of their enemies.. ;tnd 'in. 
of the mob. • 

Often criminals arc cruc1Jy whipptJ laUhe, .. 
pire. Lallly, the torture which is the ~'~ldb:i 
cloths is here ufed; and gl'nerally (¥' lI~lld;o; and 
fingers filffcr moll: in it. 

Ninthly, T hey think it good policy to forbid wo
men from all tmde and commerce, which ' ;hey can 
only benefit by letting it alone I all their bulinefs lies 
within doors. where thcy nod continual employment 
in the careful education of their children. T hey nei
ther buy nor fell, and anI." fees women fa fcldom in 
the firects , th:lt one would imagine them to be all 
rcligioufes confined to a cloyner. PrincdTes no:v'er 
fuccced to the crown, nor ever have the rt:g'Cncy du-
ring the young prince's minority; a\lci, • rht en 
peror may in private (onfult them, Lt kootd. 
mean and ignoble to do it. h whic thin tfu: t.'h.~ 
ne(e (cem, in my opinion, lees r~1l ~ .;: mlV! 1ft 

olhers. For wit and fordight is equallv the roOb 
of the one as of the other fex ; an'" . • Ct It ne
ver fo underltanding as when he kn ,,~buw t qnd 
out all his trc;'!.(url."s Vlhcreroe~r ~ ~.~ plw:d 
t hem, nor ever fa prudent as wllen }.c. UW;CI ulC. uf 
t hem. . 

unl),. their tcnth maxim is, T o 0IC'0tIr.~ tntd.C 
as much as peffible thro' the whole em r • All the 
o.tJ1er policy is conducive to the pk'l1 ()t ctm ;..; 
ence of their country; but this is co:K\!r1Jcd 'fur.the 
very li'lcS of the people, who wou14 j'( nlt!d~ 
to the laft Oi:treTl1ity if trade iboulq Ol'lCf' fMI. i: : .. 
nR1 t pe ""ople'/t'are only. but the " . $ .~ • ....! -'_ { .. " . ! " l1YI 
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'ut out their money to trufty traders to make 

advantage of it. By this private way, Du
ey, the little Icing of Xcn(j. who brought the 

arttrs into China, made himfelf fa rich and pow
'irfuJ, that he was able himfd£ to fupport for a 
fong time .he war againfl: the emperor. 

,T o incrt::'lfe commerce. foreigners have been pcr_ 
--'m1ued to come into the port~ of China, a thing rill 

lately never known. On the other fide, the Chin~c 
(pread thcmfdves all over the Indies, whcre they Cat

ry lilk, china, phyfical drug'i. fugar,japanned works, 
wine, and potters ware. T hey go , 0 Bam ... i:l., Siam. to 
Athim, M.u.cca, and efpcci:llly to Jappan, and Ma
nilla; from which, they arc dilbnt but a few days 
f.1iI. From all thefe places they bring lil vcr, aU of 
which, that is brought from Mexico to the Philippine 
iflands by the Pacifick ocean, is carried from thence to 
Canton , whence it is fprcad thro' the whole empire. 

But the greateff: pari of tllcir tnding iitS within 
themfelvcs. from one province to another, which 
like fo many kingdoms commuruc;tte to each other 
their riches. That of Huquam fends rict'~ that of 
Canton fug::lr. from Chcqui:!.m cnmes good lilk, from 
Nankim nt-at and h:l.lldfome pieces of workmanihip; 
Xenfi and Xanli are rich in iron. horfes, mu les. C':l

mds, and firs . T okiem yields tc'a, L eaotum drugs, 
and (0 the rd1:. This mutual commerce unites the 
people, and fills their towns with plenty . Thefe, my 
lord, are nQt all the Chinefe maxims, there are a 
world of others, but I have wrote down thefe as the 
moll known and rnof\: eJrcnbal Olles for the publiek 

/'goCXf.' 
Good order in the inferior governments iias urdui 

a part of policy to the ftate as any whatever,:, by thefe 
inferior governments, 1 mean thore of the cities, and 
of the fcveral ctlmps. A ll thefe are fettlcd in ~hina • 
~. the ~nd.arion of that e~ire, the flare has 

- _ ~ught it worth while to.look .even the U1;oll 
~fij\v.lble thing<. Amoog 

", . , -

• . , . .. 
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Among perron! of quality, there never h . Pl~: . 

any difpute about taking place, bccaufe e ft. ., 
knows exaaly what is due to his own :l.nd 'b t 

quality; and it was a great furprize to ev hoi , 
to fee, about fix or {even years ago, a prine.! of ~ 
blood and a Colao engaged in Cuch a rorr- o( 4: ~ 
pute. T he oecalian of it was this; the l aw.s~. 
that. when a Colao is about to (peak tQ.a pdck:-e 
of the blood. he mull: bend the kn~. but cufront 
has laid as {hong an obligation 011 the prince. to 
take him up immediately. 

The prince thought, that an obliging cufiom, t,ho· 
confiantly praCtiCed by the royal family on feveral 
occafions, ought not to prejudice his right by law. 
He did l:hereforc give audience to a Colao on his 
knees, and never made any motion to him to rUe. 
The mininer of flate, in a great confufian to fee 
hirnfelf kept fa long in fa humble a pollute, com
plaintd of it to the emperor, who alfembled h.iJ 
council forthwith . They looked into the ceremo
nial to obferve what they could find that wou41 P'j 
~onttibure to the dec-iding this novel caf~ but wher I~ 
they could find nothing therein ferviceable to cha 
~d they were marc perplexed th~n ever. 

Finally. the council, who were againft innovation~. 
jt.tdg«i tlut the prad:c! ought to be co~tinued as 
before; and. not freeing the Colaos from their ob
ligation of fpeaking to the princes of the blood on 
their knees, they thought it requiftte al(o that th~ 
princes fhould nfe that civility towards them as not 
to keep them in that poRure long, TOIl ca1lI,'" , ' t J.. .... 

to the Colao, hottoll,.. Ihe pilJet} (00 milch ... "'i 
Jqnol do 'Wtlllo' omil afl>·occafionwkre )"ou c J'iMw lilt 
refptll you bear thnn. P ,..incl!. added; the cr~ ~ 
him who f:tad occafton·.d this difpute, art a, :T 4 " 

rank fil high enough "abovtlbt rf}l of=Jankif:l ~ 1tf/ 
,md prflUdiy to focI: 10 dtbaft 11mn1QWtr r t. 
W/Ptl nolbing 10 11I41:e Ibem" h01louroble, bul /~ 

, -) . . .-". . 
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,b; ~:.'\. IPbtn you art tlmud tbe rtfptO JUt I~ yw. 
I '1 world luurJ)s you have nOI what )'fJU oligbt /0 

ave, 11111, whtn )'ell mfijl IIpOIl tfJrty lill/e mark if 
lJpttf, ;1 wilt maR, lhe world };~i1f 10 in'luirewbelbtr 

J~ dr/tr'I)t il. Thus both of them were reprimanded., 
and that n~new laws might be made they let cullom 

their rule. ' 
Every thing, that belongs to the princes or Man

darines, is punaualJy ftated j their penfions, their 
houfes, the number of their fervants, the lhape and 
bignefs of their fedans, are the badges of honour 
b~ which they are diftinguilhed ; 10 that, when they 
come into publick, their quality is preftndy known, 
and the refped: which is due to them with as li ttle 
trouble paid. Wh~ the Chinefe govemcd the em
pire, even private men wore their marks of diftinc
tion; and there was no learned man but his degree 
and rank might be known by the fafhion or colour 
of his garb. 

The towns have their determinate figuft; they 
ought all to be fquare as (:1.r as the ground they are 
built upon will Cuffer it; in {ueh fort that the gates 
may be fo built as to an(wcr the four: principal qUat· 

ters of the world, that is, the N orth. South, E.-dl-. 
and Weft. The houres have thorough lights, and 
are efteerned ill built if the doors do not lie exattiy, 
parallel to one of the fides of ~e to1Y". 

T owl)s of the feveral orders have dilfe~t big
oefs, the ~hief 'towns a're nine 9r twelve miles round, 
thofe of the firft rank. are but fix; thofe of the 
rccc~ o·r third orden are le(~ in proportion. Thi~ 
rule neverthelefs is not fo uruverfal as to admit of no 
exception. The fi:~~ art {hall, generally laid out 
by the line, ]~weu paved, yet very inconvenient, 
becaufe every , on of any accOunt goes up and 

~
hem eitl r on hooeba.ck or in a chaiT. The 

. 0 os .... l~w, f an equal height l the jcifQur~ of 
. busbaljds 'would DOt fuft'cr that'their neighbOuis 

,--. - - . •. oules 
.. • I .... 



hou(es fhould be higher than their flWp, leA. t14r.,',j;\l 
t heir windows Ihould overlook their . p:lrt':Y'¥±l.",\'i:I 
gardens. 

T he whole to wn is divided into 
thofe again into (evenl {maller di~'It"ni. 
which contains ten haufes, over )to,:7~~': 
{ubdiviJions an officer pre fides, n 
~every thing which pafTcs in his J;"",,~,", 
Mandanne what contentions 
dinary things~ Whlt ftr:l.IIget<J 
thence. The neighbourhood is 
tual affiftance, and, in cafe of an 

another an helping hand, for, if ~tn:~~~~b;:X 
be committed in the night, the n 
c.ontribute towards - . the 
every family the father is 
and irregularities committed 0'1' 
fervants. 

The gates of the city are well I I«d tl f\er~ ~d 
even in time of peace arc fhu t up::. tilt AfIP ;1c.h of 
night. In the day time:: there ar..: guard" tQ rwrnil\c 
all who come in, if he be a Jl:rallgo,;t ; If he come& 
from another province, or from A ncighbour 
town. they know him by his tOI1\1, by his mial, 
his hahit, which in every place a;~ ti.)mewhat di • 
rent. When they obfervc any thing extriu;lrdinary 
or fufpicious. they ta~e the peMOll UPJ or inrorm the 
Mandarine of it; fo that Euro .p.1l. miflion . 
whofe afped: is infinitely different f('Om ' th.1t of the 
Chincfe, are known as foon as feen. and thofe- who 
have not the emperor's approbation find it: .err.diffi, 
cult to make a long journey. 

In certain places, as at P~kill, (001\ Il~ night: 
comes on they tie chains crofs the ilnxts, the cu~ 
go the patrole up and down the . llrcets, 
guards and centinels are placed here oJ there. T 
h orfe go the rounds upon the fo . . '0> oIh, _ 

woo be \9 ,him. wh9 is f<>und \\> ... 6 n~e~ 
• Meetinff":" 

I J 
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~tiIMs, mafquerades, balls, and ruch like rughr

rc good, fay the Chinefe, for none but 
¥'!;;,Hl!'s6.nd the mob. Orderly people ought at that 

hme either to fit up providing for their family, or 
e.l~ take their refl, that they may be refreJhed, and 
better jlble the next day to manage the bufincfs -of 
~e family. 

Gaming is forbidden both to the commonalty and 
gentry; which nc:verthelcfs hinders not the Chinefe 
frqrn playing, fometimes even (0 long 1\5 till they 
have loft all their efiarc, their houCcs, theif children 
an,p. their wives, which they fomctimes ha1.ard llpon 
a clrd, for there is no degree of extravagance to 
which the defire of lucre and riches will not carry a 
Chinefe. But bcfides th:lt it is a difordcr which the 
Tart3.l"3, {jnce they became maRers of Chin.'l, have 
introduced amongn them, they rake great heed to 
conceal their gaming, and by confequencc the law 
which forbids it always Aourifhes, and is able to fu P"' 

l ptefs great diforders. 
f What I have faid concerning wives, that their 

husbands may fell them, or lore them at play, puts 
me in mind to give fame aCCOlint of the rules which 
their civil conflitution, rnther thlln their religion, hath 
ordained concerning marri:tg:cs; thofe who have :l 

mind to marry do not, as among us. follow (heir 
own fancies in their choice of a: wife: they never 
fee the woman they are about to have, but take her 
parents word in the cafe, or dfc they have their in. 
formation from feveral old women, who are as it 
were .uJf~ors, but who are nevertheleJs in fee 

~ with the woman's friends to fet her out more than 
fhe defervcs; fa tbat it is very feldom that they 
make a true defcription, or give a juft charaCter of 
her whom they 10 to view. 

" Thx woman . parents give money generaUy to 
.. ...~pi.'r~es [ oblige them to give a favqurable 
~, 'Cha~er j r for i~ " for the parents advantage tha.t 
~' e'" I thar 

> I \ 
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their daughter fhouJd be reputed handfom :1, . 
and genteel; becaufe the Chinefe buy th • 
and, as in other merchandizes, they give 
lees according to the good or bad properties orth 

Whal the parties are agreed about.tbe pria 
conrraB: is made, and the money paid down "
preparation is made on both fides for the uoP.fli'1 
{olemnities: when the day of marriage is com ih~ 
prry the bride in a. (umpt~ous chair, befqre wh; 
go hautboys, drums, and fi.fes~ and after it Ii w 
her parents, and other particular friends of ner f; .. 
mily. All the portion wroch !he brings is her maJ'
!iage garments, forne doaths, and hou1hQld goods, 
which her father prefents her with. The bridegrPOlll 
Rands at his door richly attired, waiting fQr her i 
~!=- himfelf opens the fedan, which was dafely fuut, 
and, h~ving conduCted her into a chamber, deliv~ 
her t~ fev~ women invited thither for that purpofe, 
who fpend there the day together in feafting am~ 
fporting, while the husband in another room enter
~s his frienqs Ilnd acqll~in~nce. 
. This bf:ing the firfl time t~at ~he bride and ~ride. 
groom fee each ot~r~ and both, or one, verY orte" 
not liking their ~rg;un, is very often a d3:Y of ce: 
joicing for their guens, but of forro~ for thcmfeJves: 
The ~o~en ~qn fubll1it tho~ they c\on~t like, ~ 
caufe their parents have fol4 them; but the husbands 
fometimes are not fo compJaifant, fQr there have been 
fome; who_ when they firfr opened the fedan to re
ceive the bride, re~pulfed by her Ihape wi f~ 
nave fh~t the chair again, and fent her ~ld her p;o. .. 
rents and friends back ~gaVt, willing I1lther to Iore
their money thaI'! enter upon (0 bad a pwd . 

"Vhen the T-artars in t he late~. took If'l '<im 
there happencq a ~e which c til~ (!.me 
merry notwithftanqing all their " rtun~. A 
alJ the diforders which the viB:o. !;Oquni~' ~ 
proyin«, they Cll(!eavourcd t(, Cciu l1I'Vo aII')Woo_,: 

". 



.~~o;;5~ tey could ;0 maKe money ot them: When 
I they k the chief Clty of that province, they 
C3.~ 11 the women thither, and fuut them up 

~ lUggly piggty together in the magazines .ith otha 
I godds. But bec:i.ufe there were fome of all ages, 

irtd dcgrees43f beauty; they reCeived to put tbem 
into racks and catty them to market, and fa fell 

• them to anyone at a venture ugly or hwdfome. 
There was the fame price fet upon every one, and 
for ftxteen or eighteen fhillings take which fack you 
wiU without opening it. After this manner the 
fc diers, who were everinfolent in profperity, abufed 
thw viaory, and aPl?roved themfclves more barba· 
roua in the moll: pohte: and civil city ill the world. 
than they had been in the defarts of T.rtary. 

. At the day of fale there came buyers enough ; 
forne came to recover. if haply they could, their 
wives or children, who were among thofe women, 
others were led thither thro' hopes that good fortUne 
and a lucky chance would put a fortune into their 

i hands. In {hort, the novelty of the thing brought 
t a great concourfe from the adjacent places. An or· r ' dina.or fellow, who had but twelve fuiHings in the 

WOrld, gave it, and chafe a fack as did the reftt and 
carried it off; when he was got out of the crowd, 
whether thro' curiofity, or a deure to relieve the 
perCon in the fack, who complained, he could not 
forbear opening it. In it he found an old woman, 
whom age, grief, and ill treatment had made de. 
formed to the higheft degree; he was fo confounded
ly. au it, that, to gratify his paffion and rage, 

, .,. tie was going to throw the old woman and fack 
both together into the river, that the ~rati6cation of 

is paffion might be fome comfort to him for the lofs 
Qf Jus money. 

;, . Then the g old gendewoman faid to him, 
~ ~ur lot is ot fo bad as you imagine; be of A c_ear, you ve ,made your fortWle: mke 

'''\. . .. . { " .. 
b~ .. " 
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Cate only of my life, I wiil make yours ha~ t • 
ever it has been yet. Thefe wo~s fome imt: - , 
cifiedhim: wherefore he canirdhe.r in 1.~q I!:t) 
hard by, where (he told him her quality l..pd her) 
eIbte. She belonged to a Manda~ne ~f II t~ in 
the neighbourhood, to whom fhe wrote imn i:'lteJy, 
H e rent her an equipage agreeable to her quaiity , . 
and {he carried her deliverer along with bet, anli 
afterwards was fa good a friend to him, that he never 
had reafon to complain that he had JoA: the fWD 

crowns which he laid out in purchafing her. J 
But to return to the Chinefe marriages, l-d'iuft 

farther teU you, that a husband may not divorce his 
wife, except for adultery, and a few other occauons, 
which {eldom or never fallout; in thdfe cafes the; 
fell them to whofoever will buy them,. and buy 
another. Pcrfons of quality never do thus, but 
common people do frequently. If a man has the 
boldnefs to fdl his wife without j uA: reafon~ both the 
buyer and feller are feverely puniiheds yet the huf
band is not obliged to take her again. 

Altho' a mom be allowed but one wife, he may
have as many concubines as he will;. all the c..Q}£"'etl 
have an equal claim to the eftate, becaufe they are 
reckoned as the wife's children tho' theY-be fome of 

, the concubines;. they all call the wife mother. who I 
is indeed fole mifutfs of the houfe;. the roncubine<3 
ferve alld honour her. and have no m of .lll 

thority or power but what they derive from .ht.T 

The Chine(e think it a frrange tbirr iat (lie 

Europeans are not thus allowed the ufi qr -.rona, 
yet they coofefs it as a commendable figh of m ie

.ratioD in them. But when we obferved !'O [ban ibc 
troubles, quarrels., conte.ntions~d j eal! Ie..: wi' 
mahy wdrilen mufl: needs raKe -1. &mil}"" I' r...id 
nothing is without fom~ inton mice 11 t:T. 

ltut that perla!" ther. are "' ,. aofie, '" ,. ., 
~ .. 

/ ) , '\ ) 
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.. ; .f:nlt' 0Ji;. than in having many women. The befl::, 
t way.-they own, is to have none at all. 
~ . . Altho' the Chine[e are extrcmcly jealous to that 

degree that they fuifer not their WlVCS to (peak in 
ptivare even"to their own brethren, much I~ fs give 
them liberty to enjoy all that freedom and publick 
diverfion .which in Europe is eftecrned only galJantry 
and curioGty; ncvcrrheJe[s there are husbands fa very 
I;omplaifant to their wives as to let them fredy com
mtt adultery, which penniffion fome women make 

I t he condition of their marriage: thofe who accord~ 
in to fuch agreement follow thefe courfes (as there 
is a. etttain fort of people who do) have nO manner 
of ppwer to hinder debauchees from fn:qucntiJig 
thcir houfes, and from making ill ufe of the ealincfs 
or unruly; paffions of fuch women. But ruch fami
li(; as there are abhorred by the Chinere, who think 
fa ill of them, that their children, tho' never fode
ferving or intelii~nt, can never obtain any degree. 

~ or be employed In any honourable office. 
O f all their civil in/titutions there is no one which 

I j cofts the Chineft! fo much trouble as docs the order
ing 0 their time, and their holy·days. There are 
in the. emperor's fcrvice above an hU!ldred perfons, 
on purpofe to regulate the kaJendar, which they 
make anew every year. and with a great deal of: 
ceremony fend it up and down to the viceroys of 
each province. They regulate the num,berlof months, 
which is fomeomes twelve, fometimcs thirteen, which 
are. Ju~onths, and ought to agree with the fun's 

.,.. c:uur e. In thefe almanacks the equinox~ folftic~, 
and the fun's entry into each lign are fet down: the 
eclipCcs of the fun lit moon are thele, and the time 
when Vl'lible at fill Or ~y of th~ principal . ci.~es. 

f:r, The planets co CSy theu placeS In the cchptlck, 

~
\lheir fitions, conjunCtions, and propin~uity to 
aay a~ defC~' ..nd iodl'Cd every thing cU"c 

. . ,,' calq,lhted, w h afi:ronoml has,th:n is curious 
~ , \ or 



/ 
t exeel.lc:nt. They mix with this ~i~ Of 

r*,dicial aO:rology, w-?Uch ignorance or '. ,r t 
Itave invented, concerning ha,p.py or unhar y d41 

times proper for marriage, building, or uQll,'ml" 
journies. Thefe prejudices generally 
~ple; but the emperor and all mct\f'of 

irer than to mind {uch trifles. 
Altho' there be '\0 publick docks as i i,urn,"' ... 

the day is nevertheJefs divided into four aq..~ t,,""d1 
parts, which have all their particular namet.. 2nd ht .. 
gin from midnight. They tell me that anCieptl~. tM 
divided their day into twelve parts, each ll! ",'hi 
were fubdivided into eight, which made the nl 
day conlift of fourfcore and fixteen, which I'I'! c.'X 
acHy diA:inguifhed in the.ir ca1cuiaci'c)ns. thttr 
fun-dials (and they ha.ve very ancient 0 ) ~ 
divided into four general divifions. each f h::§t 
contained four and twenty little fubdivifion u 11 
added to the four great divifions divided t .. \'i 

(:ircle into an hundred parts. 
This fort of dialing feems v~ry i~lar, "'"I 

1 fee ror what ufe it was intended. Smce tilt;' 
received the new kalendar from the miffionari 
have regulated their dials by hours, :lIlC 

their time almoft as we do. only we muft .lxe 
tice that inftead of two hours they rtckOll one 1 

fo that their na.tural day conflfts of but twelv4 • 
t he names 'if. which. diverilycombined with n ·.nlter 
tenns whim they h:ive invented, make a revoiutlWl 
o fixty, which ferves them inftead of a c - ~ 
mark their different years, I date not tK;..-! 1 vou, 
my lord, with particular enumerations, which cuki: 
be too tedious, and are in .foregoing relatio h."fi. 
cientlyexplained. 

As for the people, they are n~'Very nice "hnGn ; 
they content themfdv~s with kn wing the T 

the fun's rifing 3nd fetting, ant\on . III ..1':... + 

dtey make ufe of bells and 7' , w~~h 
: r I \ 
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often foun~ and fet"Vc to dillinguiJh the night 

• 411to 'five watches. 
wt The current rein is very odd. They have round 
r-= topper piettS with :l hole in the mi~dle; that they 

m:l.y be tlnmg, they are fuJI of chal'ad:ers; the met:l1 
rs neither pare not well hammered; and, ;tleho' they 
are thick, one may brclk (nern with one's fingers jf 

. One fi rive ; tcnofthefe make a penny, ten of which 
are the tenth part of the Chincfe crown; called by 
the Portuguefe, in the l ndies, TaB, and bt them

Ives Learn, which crown amounts to fix fhillings 
o-pence halt-penpy~ and H of a farthing. 
This crown piece is not coined with any I'bmp ot 

im~e on its as out mOlley in Europe is; the Chinefe 
filver money is not made in any determinate regular 
a rm. they r:tke for money allY irregular pieces or 
its of fHvtT by weight, which if t~ey do .}lot be~ 

ill!vo. to be good filvcr they cut afunder. This they 
praCtife to prevent fdfe and counterfeit money; ana 
they are fo expert in guefiing at the goodnc(s and 
.value of any pie.ce of filver by looking on it only; 
that they ·arc fetdom miA:aken~ cfpeciaUy if it be 
~ after the manner praCtiCed there. 

They know the g,oodneCs of it three way'; by the 
colour, by feveral little holes which are made ill il 
by the melting POt, and by divers {mall circles which 
the air makes Oil the furfacc of the metal when it 
cools after mdting. If the colour be white, the holes 
{mall and deep, if the circles be manr, and thofe 
clofe, and very fine, eCpeciully coward the center of 
tb ~ then the mvcr is pure: but the more it 

~ ctJffers from there three qualities fo much the more 
alloy ~ h";!S, 

To explain.m~fe'lf better, I mull teU you,. they 
clivpe their IilYe/, With refped: to Ir! punty. Into a 
i~:rts, we do gold into four and twenty. 

t9. t qlver which is current in trade il 
011 fort> betw the ';gh~eth and the hundret!<h 

. ' X J ~ "' . ~ . . 
• • l A .t 
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fort or degree of purity. If it be of a bare ,~nPT 
they will not take It, but punifh thofe who off; it 
They take our money as filver of the fourfcort: and 
fi fteenth forr, tho' thofc, who underftand fiJ'i r well, 
judge it to b'! but of the fourfcore and third (O~ t 
moll: ; fa that in an hundred ounces (if o\ll'~liht.~ 
there are (even of alloy, or, which is aU on\:, :it'! 

hundr~d ounces of it is worth but ninety t'l:-t't' "f 
fine filver. 

As for gold, it never paffcs in China for l Of 

no more than jewels do; they buy it as they d' , 
other goods or me:rchanui(e, and the Euro 
make a good market of it. becauie in China a pot1Od 
of gold bears but the fame proportion to a J.of 
fi lver as one does to ten, wh(.:rea.'l among us it 1$ U 

one to fifteen, fa that the merchant gets by it gt:uc:.r" 
rally a third part. , 

Since almoft every thing is there fold by ,..,:..gh , 
amongft: [e:vcraJ fort of [cales, they make life Of a 
fmall portable balance, kept in a fmall vru'rlll'hed 
c:tft-, which is very ligh t and ufefuJ; they n (<)01('. 

thing like the R oman halance, confilHng of n. (mall \~ 
difh, an arm, and a weight that ilides up and ;T'I 

that arm, which is made of ivory or ebony, ttl b 
nefs, length, and !hare like a petl; it is df'l'iJi'd 
into three fmall parts, on three different f~ 1 
it hangs by fi lken threads, at one of die 0 • r 
three diffe~!!t points, that it may the better .. -tig 
weights of' every fort. They weigh very "'-~ 
and exadly ; for in thofc, whore arm !i of an m 
fid t:r.lblc length, the thoufandt~ part ~"' :I 
will fenfibly turn the (calc. 

T here are two forts of tho~ fcales. oae _ 
agreeable to the ancient balances, .w1l.ich al"¢" ukU in 
courts of juftice;, the beam of thi~ is f~di ~ cd III 

exacHy to agree with the weight of the French rnonry. 
fince it hath been increafed bYfYi h ~ . .,', 
fcf that every divifion of the we1ghs the .. , . 

',..,./, -. ... 
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. pf <l Cpu or penny, (0 that fcventr-hvo Chinefc fous 
~ ~ or pennies wcigh cxaflly a F rench crown, !=It an 

r· Ounce EIlRlifu. 'But the common balance, which is 
moil ufcd in China. :5 Comewb'nt different from this, r ~ra french crown will weigh (evenly- three divilions 
of this bcaAt; this I t hought mylelf obliged to 
take notice of. that we may the better underHand 
what the relations hi.hcrto have fo much "difi'cred 
about. 

T he Chinere divide their pound weight, as WI! 

0, into {ixtecn aunetS, e:l(:u ounce into ten parts 
cd T lficn ; each of there into ten )X!nily weights, 

and each of thefe again into ten gr:l.ins. There are 
a great mnny 'Othcr diviliollS, which dccreaJc in the 
fame proportion that one has to t CJl, which divilion:; 
;'jt Jang~:lgc has no names for. Altho' thefe (mal. 
11!~_di";{, bn9 come almofho nothing: when li ngle in 
t he ftalc, yct ill great tT:l.ffick thc), reckon them, 
where the mu ltiplication of them arifcs to a conlide
Table Cum. In Jhort, if we Cuppofe that our crown 
fhould weigh three drnchms, or aile and twcnty 

, penny weights :u1d eight grains. then the Chinc(c 
~ will contain nineteen ounccs, three dr::r.chms, 
two penny weights, thirteell grJins n A nd on the 
contrary, our pound will contain thirteen .ounces 
Chinefc, one T~icn, and four penny weights, un
derlbmding thefC two laA: weights as they a.r<: ex
plained nbo\oc. 

As to the common meafures in we: in this empire, 
t her. have.J1" divers perfons been. rcprcfentcd in dif

""f-:-n manners ; becaufc" of thofe who have wrote 
upon this [ubjeCt, fame have had tcCourfc to the 
meafurcs of one pr~ince, other.: to thofe of another. 
I bave e>:am incd aJ! ,r them carefuUy, and do think 
fot mther Verb~lt\'s 1,1)eaCures, which they ufe in the 
mathematical court, the exadeft. T he Chinere 
l'_ ry little ~ ere,nt from ours ; not but t~t 

fomewhat 10 er I almofl ,L 0 ; butthis diife--
......... . . • X 2 I I ren~ 

• • j:r\ / .. 
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renee is nothing with the Chinefe, '."ho do not flana 
fo nicely and A:ritl:ly to their PleaCure ar;t'" 4(., 
which the people have to meafufe with, anU no! 
contend and quarrel by. 

The civil government of the Chirv;fe oct rlet 
only prefide over the towns, but extends nllo Q\'U 

the highw:tys. which they make handfome .oo. at;Jjr 
palTablc. The pafiagcs for their w:lter are in Ii .r!! 
places fenced in with flone walls for the conl*mk"C"! 
of travelling. over which there are a great n\lir"-eif r 
bridges, which unite the towns and the ficlds t '
ther. Canals are alfo cut for the water to r-(s • 
all the towns of the (outhern provinces, to m--kc 
their ditches more [ecure, and the towns more p,1ea
fant. In low and marfhy grounds, they tbrow- u 
prodigious long banks, which keep thei Ul 

thofe parts good ; to perform which the)" it!~ 'U 

110 col1:, cutting a palTage even thro' mOW1. 'IlS ",J,.co 

they nand in their way. 
The road from Sigan to Hamchou is one of the 

, fi:rangeA: pieces of work in the world . Thdy fay, 
. for I myfelf have never yet feell it, that~uP2n the . 

fide of fome mountains which are perpendicular:-:ma 
have no lheJving. they have fixed large beams into 
them, upon which beams they have made a 
fort of balcony without rails, which reaches thro' 
feveral mOutltai ns in that fufhion; thofe, who are 
not ufed to this fort of gallcriel, ~vel over them 
in a great deal of pain, afra id 0 r. ill acri 
or other : but the people of 4 l- x: very It!· 
zardous; they have mule.<: , rt .... 
roads~ which travel with tt' ~ nCQn 
over thefe fleep and met f"M-/ , u th.,. 
could do in the bcO: rrbutell II 1, 1 n 
other places expofed myf f v'~ry m' .h by fnlJ . ,.. ~ 
too ralhly my guides t! 
.. One can't imagir 'h:~t Qr :'q take :"" 

.h, commo~ ro," co ' palTagt. ,.."....l 

I~. 
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I\f"e (ouncote feet broad <,>r very near it; the foil of 

. ;m is light 31)d Coon dry when it has left off rain. 
,I i, . In fome provinces there are on the right and 
. 1 t hand caufeways far the foot paJTt!ngers, which 
~ on boti fides fupported by long rows of trees~ 
and oftentimes terralTed with a wall of eigh t or ten 
feet high on each fid~ to kct:p paJrengers out of the 

.. fields. N everthelefs thefe wails have breaks, where 
roads crofs one the other, and they all terminate at 

tme great t OWIl . 

There are fevcral wooden machines made like 
~pha1 arches fer up in the roads ahout a mile 

and a half diftan t from each other, about thirty feet 
high, which have three doors, over which is wrote, 
upon a large fri'Z.c, in characters fa large as m:ly be 
;cad at 11moA: half a quarter of a mile diftance, how 
t .. it i1l from the town you left, and how fur to the 
town ou are going to; fa that you have no need 
of guides here. for you may by thcfe directions fee 
what place the road leads to, and from whence you 

, came, how far you a~e already gone, and how f.'lr 
~ you have yet to go. 

o,. e great care, which they have taken to lay our 
all ' there dit1:ances by the line, makes the ,u.couot 
which thefc infcriptions give to be pretty fure ; yet 
they are not equal, becaufe the miles in fame pro· 
vinces are longer thall in others. It has happened 

· lik.ewife that fame of thefe arches, being ruined and 
con{i~med b decay and time, have not been fet up 
exactly u fame place; but gcnerally (peaking they 
~.~ r a good. mcafure of the highways, betides 
that in fevera! places they are no (mall ornament. 

On one tide of t e ways, about the h'tme diftance, 
a 6x'd little tow made of earth nlft. up. on which 
ncy fet up the em t's fl-mdard j near it is a lodge 

for foldiers or coun militia. T hefe are made ufe 
~e of rebel 0ll' indeed at any o,ther ttq,.e, 
~fmy ¥tIl~ expre s if ac Ion ~ or to h:md Jetrers • . ' s;. ' from 

\ 
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from one to another ; hut efpecially they 1'" 
to ftop highwaymen and roblx:;s, I 

E very man who goes by ann~ is ohlig to 

, 
.J 

an account whence he came, whither he is g Itt .111 
u pon what bufinefs, and muil fuew his pafs, B."(~·_ 
t here guards. in caCe of an alarm, g1ve.:. hdpu:~ 
hand to travcl lers,and nop all thofe who arefu(~ 
or accufcd of robbery. Amol~p; the mibhty bl1mlKr 
of inllabitants which are in China, a greal put nr 
which fcarce know how to get a fubfi/tence,. iJ. I»dy 
would imagine that ahund:tncc muil need h '\ 
thieves ; yc::t one may travel there with ~ ;;f.~ r 
fafetY as here. J havt: t ravt'lled. there fix t~(lutl 
miles, up and down, thro' almoft all the pr ,'in ~ , 
and was never but onc<: in danger of being ro' • 
F oul' fir:mge he:rfcm!,:l1 followed me for a wtlolr d.: , 
together. but t~c roads were fa full of tra~ ... ~r! r 
rutd down, th <l.t t!ley eculd neyer get tr.c C(:I • t.Je: r 
for a quarter of :10 hour together, ::md io r,,11 n .(1 

of their aim. 
Their pons are as well regulated as ours in l vr: 

are, at the err:pcror's folecharge, who for "':tt rr.d~tiI 
maintains::! great l;Iumber of horfe. The ccu; - ·Ct 

from Pekin fur the capita.! cities. the: v\to )'1 Qf 
which, as Coon as they have received the 4·rt-~rt.hcs 
from court, ft'fld them forthwith by othCS' C'l'Juri 
to the towns of the ftrA: rank ; from wh<p: 'I:' Y-
arc by thefe governors eonvqed to thofe qt" .e l~ 
~nd rank under their jurifdid:ion ; angrr " thcr.~ 
they :'Lrc tmnfmitred to the towns of t , 

I t is true thefe pofts were not eftabl' 
conveyance of private letters, yet the po m 
for a li ttle mont.:y, undertake ~fO carry JettctJ. .. I fr 
vate men , as they always d for the mWi "', 
who find it as fure a way as at ufed in :l 

~nd mueh lefs chargeable. -
As it is a matter of if .' Cle that the 

IMers be ~uicklr tI1\llfJ _tt~! ifo it ~ a ......... "·' 
- , 
., I:, ~A • . 
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of the Mandarines care to fee that the roads be 
00d; and the emperor, to keep t hem the more 
ritily to this, fpreads a report, that he intends 
:a-::ly to viiit this or that province. The go

croors of thofe provinces (pare no charge or pains 
°to · repair t hefe roads, becaufe it not only concerns 
their fortunes, but fomctimes their life-, if this Cilr:: 

be omitted. 
-. As 1 once pafTed jun by a village of the third 

rank, in the province of Xen li, they told me that 
4he governor had jun hnngNi himfclf thro' defpair. 
~ he {bould not have rime t"JlOu gh [0 repair:t 
~ad thro' which the emperor W J.S to pars to the 
capital town. The cmreror nevet thelcfs never went 
the jOtlmey. fa that the Mandarine might have [liVed 
hi~ life by a little patience. But yet, all the can; 

hichg he Chillere can ufe, will nc:vcr prevent II 
'nllb'..Uof itlCOnvenience which happens to thOle who 
travel in their roads. 

The foil of China is mighty light, and very 
much beaten by the vall:. multitudes who travel. 
fame on foot, fame on camels, others in litters, 

\~ain others in chariots, fa thnt the roads arc 
perfe~round into very fine powder;. when this is 
raifed by travellers, and carried about by the winds, 
it is enough to blind all paffengers if they have 
have not mafic's or veils all them. Thro' thefe 
clouds you muft coatinually make your way, ami 
fuck them in inftend of nir, during whole jour~ 
nies toge r. When the weather is hot, and 

.. . m one's face, fcarce anyone, except a na-
tive. ca.n withfland it: r have fomerimes been forced 
to de61\: from my journey and come back :tgain. 

But of aU their holfome inftirutions theT! is no~ 
ing which call . utes fa much to the keeping up 

peace and order, does their method of levyin8 
peroT's rev 1 e. They are not troubled in 

wIth fum ~ 0tS:~d comlll~; 
• 
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