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ners as we are. All the cfbtes there' are h,c:J; 
and all the families regiftered ; and, h:ltfoeY 
emperor is to have by ex-eife on gopd~, or t. '" U} 

penons, is publickly known; every boay bring.. it' 
is due from him, to the Mandarines or gOY '(If 
the towns of the trurd raJlk, for there (s ne; ! 
cular--receiver appointed.. Thofe, who n.egJetl: tel 
bring in their dues, do not lofe by coc..fifcacion, 
which would be to punifh. the innocent of that fa-'- -
mily with the guilty; but the perfons fa offend,,; 
ing (Ufft.T imprifonmen~ and undergo the !>a'lina 
till they have made f.1.tisfatl:ion. ... 

T hefe Mandarines of the lower rank. give 1b in 
account of what they receive, to a general offit:.er of 
the province, who accounts with the court oFPe. 

,kin, which looks after the publick exCheqU:'T. 
19reat part of the revenue is dilburfed up doW"t 
the provinces in penuons, falaries, foldiers • " 
publick buildings: what is over is carried to .Pdcint 
to maintain the emperors court, and other e);'l"li1<'''t 
in that town, where the emperor keeps i~ 
above an hundred and fix ty thoufand regular . 't 

to whom, as well as to the Mandarines, i1. I!'~." 
vut every day meat, fiih, rice, peaCe, as.v fb1t • 
according to every olle's rank, betides their conrbun. 
pay~ which they regularly receive. 

That, which comes from the fouthern provinces, 
is alone fufficier.t to :tnfwer this expenee, this they. 
bring by water in the emperor's velfels i ye~. they 
nrc fa jealous left the revenue fhould~i ',y ime 
full {hart of the dilburfements, that in P . thl'f'e 

are magazines of rice before-hand, (i • for three 
Y(3.fS; which will keep:l great' wru ell 
fanned. and mixed, and altho' . k cl1. 
nor taftes fo pleafantly as 
mote wholfome and .u1 

This numerous at1t'!)' :J:!~~:~'~' ~.~.rn~lL 
!,!,?~cd after, duly tid, I", .difcip~l:~ 
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w~uld think, lhould awe aU Ati.a. yet 
~~Senefs, and the (mall u(e they ever have ceca

to make of their weapons, does contribute to 
wtak,", them as much as their natural dFemina

The weftern T artars do not value their "Urn
a {haw, and freQuently fay in deriJion of t,hem, 

that the n~hing of' a T artary horfe is enough 
to rout"-lll die Chinefe cavalry. 

-, Y et. t~y take all poffible care to have good 
foJdie(s, for tbey take nb officers into the guards, till 

ey have made trial of their ftoutncfs, ikill, and 
Aexterity in military affa.irs. They are regularly cx· 
),thilled, fo that as learned men have rheir doCtors to 
examine them, fa thefe have alfo their profe{fors. 

Thefe officers do regularly exercife their com
panies, they form them into fquadrons, march them, 
,:ach t}oem to divide their files. to march th ro' nat-
10 . ... ~.iffages. Ihew them to give the onfct, to rally 
at the found of the comet or trumpet; befid~ 
they are very dexterous in managing their bow, or 

t handlinS- their fcymirar : yet foon broke. and by the 
"A leaft tJung in the world put intO diforder. T he 

\ ~on of this I apprehend. to be, becaufe in the 
edu~of their youth they never infl-il il1[o them 
principles of honour and bravery, as we do as roon 
as ever they are big enough to know what weapons 
are. The Chinefe are always talking to their chil
dren of gravity. policy~ law, and government; they 
always ret books and letters in their view, but ne
ver a fwordtinto their hands : (0 that having fpent 
!b' .1!Iiful days behind the counter, or at the 

r, they know no other courage hut that of de
fending obftinately an iU Clufe, and are lifted into 
the foJdiGry on ~ther conflden.cion, but that 

fA
ey hope there 1 be no occafion for fighting. 

The Chinefe po1ic hinders herdly a great many 

._~ick ,feuds ~ " bances; but, at the ::; 
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• 
time it does e.xpoCe its fubjed:s hereby to t he)n ... . 
fults of foreig!lcrs. which is ten times worfe. ~ 

Thus, my lord, 1 have fet before you a gt!!-f~l _
fcherne of the government of China, of w 
people have [poke ruch wonders, and whicn . 
deed admirable for its antiquity, for tm wifdom 
its maxims, for the plainnefs and unifonnicy ~; i! 
laws, for t;\at exemplary virtue which iy..-li1S pro
duced in a long fucceOion of emperors, 1"ar th:tt 
~u !arity and order wh ich it has kept thet~ e .in, 
10 dcfpite of civil or foreign wars ; which, !)eM 

withftanwntl', like the rcft of the thillg:\ of tJV.; 
world, is fubjcCl: to a great many inconvcltientet . 
to rebellions, which have depopulated \1Jho!t pro_ 
vinces, to the injuftice of (orne princes who hav.: 
abufed t-heir power, to the a ... -arice of Ma.,datL: 
who have often opprdred the people, tl) nwrwns 
from abroad, and tn.-achery from homl", u" t: _, ' .I. 

number of changes, as would have unhinrtrl "0 Vt:'1 
government and l::.ws, if a more po1jt"* dp 
than are the T artars. were ncar cnouph th~ atra.~ 
to introduce their own method of go m,..n" I 

It would , my lord, In a piece of tom. 
felf) to imaginc, that I have by this 11't 
added any thing to that immenfe !lore of- knowj~t$' 
which you have drawn from the heft fprin~s of 
::.ntiquity, from the converfation of the moli lOge
mous of the modt:rns, and from the management 
of the moft momentous wirs, or (which is 3. 

greater fountain of underflandil}g) fr~}'oyr owo 
natural wit and ingenuity, which has mi1ftN:· ~ Ijf 
1 may ufe the expreffipn) a native of all court . , 
'ilod a philofopher of aU ~ s 

But I am fure you wjl be .t;~ ... ~ fee, t '" 
uueft ~ims of good ro not at · .pet~e; 
ftrangers in the Eift ; aTIIl f China ('10 not .. 
form fa great minifh.;~ b. it fo r ' ! 

F"«,gh to ~de ~ X' , and tno"o!liy:~,~:. 



.... ·v"''' Il'e~ and improve themfelves from the copy 
6.<if>u ret them, if they could but know you. I am. 

moll profOlUld manner, 

My Lord, .. • 
Your Eminmcls mr/l obtdiml 

-, , L. J. 

LET T E R X. 

'To 111) Lord Cardinal de BouIllon. 
'. 
Crmc{f11illg lIlt Anti/If' ond Modmt Rtligion uf 

China. 

My Lord, 
, 

I ~ ~~ot at all wonder that your highnefs is pleat: 
ru~llhear relations of China. It Lclangs only 

to great princes to be thoroughly acquainted with 
all that concerns the {everal kingdoms of the 
world, and to make a true judgment of the power 
and grandeur of empires. God, who has fent ruch 
men into the world to govern it, has given them 
a more tJv ordinary ability and knowledge to per
.f~ fa that, my lord, if I take upon me the 
liberty to acquaint your lordfhip with what re
peated voyages for the (pace Qf {evenl years have 
given me to kn(lW in t~ affair, it ~ not [0 much 

Jl!:o inftruCt l~u . It, as to beg your highnefs's 
" judgment 0 rt. f Llnay fay th s ftill with more truth when I 
• hGC th> 1>9n. t~ write tor ou of religion •• Th!' 
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31 ConC(rnmg t t AncitIJt an 
is more partieu!arly your concern; and I 
that if your quality, your u:genuity, and yo r 
comparable leaming have made you above en 
our judge j your eminent dignity in the chureb b.: 
liges us, in facrcd concerns, to hear and conwJt 
your highnefs as our oracle. 0 

'Tis on this profpe&, my 10m, that I ftf' ~ 
fent to you thefe memoirs with fome.,tt~ 
which the cuA:oms of the Chine(e and 'the TQd,ng
of their books have fuggefted to me c n,emio~ 
their religion, being of this mind, that, tFter 
many different opinions and long difputts which 
have for a whole age divided the mol{ I~cd 
miflionaries, there is no ~ter. way of oming rn 
decifion, than to obtain y6fu. highnefs's jtr.:lgmtllt 
therein. 
Re~gion has always had a great Cnate in ila.bJillt .. 

ing the greateft kingdoms, which couJc\ ". fUP4 
port themfelve5, were not the people' . ,''' T., i 
hearts tied together by the outward worfhip of (orne 
deity; for people are naturally fuperlt.itious. aull 
rather follow the guidance of faith than reafon. It 
was therefore for this reafon that the anci~aw_ 
givers always made tlfe of the knowJed~ of the 
true God, or of the falre maxims of idolatry, to 
bring the barbarous nations under the yoke of their 
government. 

China, happier in its foundation than any oth 
nation under the fun. drew in the chief of d'k Mly , 
maxims of their ancient religion from ¥ fuunttitl 
head. The children of Noah, who W" '!' 1 -4 

allover the eafiern parts of Alia., and,,,m 
bability, founded this l."Jllpire. being the eh' ill 
the time of the deluge witnelTes f chI.: " !l\ . ~ 
of their Creator, tranfmitted t ~ wblce. fJ im. 
and inftiUed the f= '" him all • (CeIl-
dan!"; the foot ficpo, .'h'ch , " lind in h', 
Ranes, will not let doubt ,~ truth of 

. , 
t. I 
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• R eligion of Chin.: 317 
.Fohi, the firft: emperor of China, carefully bred 

(even Inrrs of creatures, which he ufcd to fa
ce to the Cupreme Spirit of heaven and earth. 

r . F r this rea(on fome calJed him Paobi, that i~ Ob
, tion; a "jIDe, which the greatefl: f:tints of the old 

an ew tellamen t would have been proud to have, 
~pdj""lli.<ich was referved. for him alone, who made 
.!timftl oblation both for f.'lints and finnen. 

Hoamti, the third emperor, built a tentple to the 
fpvereign Lord of he.wcn ; and altho' ] udea had 
~e honour of confecrating to him one more rich 
"atld magnificent, hallowed even by the prt:fcnce of 
our Creator, and the prayers of our Redeemer, it 
is no fnwl glory to China, to have facrificcd to 
their Creator in the rnof\: ancient temple of the world. 

T~ouen hio, the fifth emperor. thought after
'Wards,. that one place was too narrow to contain 
the -Cervices paid to the Lord of the univerfe. He 
therefore inA:itutcd pridls or ecclefialtical Manda-
rines in feveral provinces, to prefide over the facri~ 
6ces. H e gave them fl:riCl: command to obferve 
that divine rervice wu performed with all humility 
lnd'CfQCd. and that all the religious ceremon~ 
were ~ly obferved. 

Tiho. his fucceJror, took as much care of.reli~ 
gion as he had done. Hiftories relate, that the 
emprcfs his wife, being barren. begged children of 
God during the facrifiee with rueh fervour and 
eameftnefs, that fhe conceived in a few days, and 
fome ti .t er was bro\tght to bed of a fon, who 

;..,,,,,,,,,,rnm;';ous for that forty emperors fueceffively 
reigned of his family. 

y wand C~ the two tJrinces who fuccceded him, 
ore- fo famous for their "j:ncty and for the wifdom of 

i their govemments, l that it is very likely that n:ligion 
",as I\ill more floUlll\iing during their reiglU. o r!' 

• •• • Jt 
• I • 
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3' onttrmng tht Ancient and () l 
It is .Iro very probable, ,hat 'he three (ue"",~r., 

families did preferve the knowledge of GOIt fOf -

bout 2000 years, during the reigns of 80 l. ~ • 
finet the leamedefr among the ChInefe maintairf,·~ , 
before the fuperftitiolls introduced with th~ g j p 
into China, ther'-! were no idols or ftatuh ft TJ. Th. 
i~ certain, that, during all that (pace of 11r'" rhe 
obferV3t10n of the emperor Yao's maxi,Pd ~ 1..:- ... 
commended to the princes, of which the t;{.. 
{ential and principal was concerning the wu~R'I" or 
the fovereign Lord of the world ; and alt 10' ro~ 
emperors have been fo wicked as to rejett them·io 
fur, as even to threaten H eaven itfelf, and tOofi(h.. 
ly challenge it to fight, they have been n rthe· 
lefs looked upon as monlters; and other cmptmu 
about that time have difcovered by their palOl'~C::" 
good fenfe of religion. 

Vou vam, the firft: of the third line, did him 
according to ancient cuftom. offer facri6ccs, r.. 
brother who bore him a paffionate love, and ,~~t 
his life ftill nece{fary (or the good of tij ig 
dom, feeing him one day in danger of dy . 
ftrated him(eJf before the Divine Majefty to ~ 
recovery. II is ),Olt, 0 Lord, faid he, who-t. gi· 
him 10 his ptople; he is our father, he is our mtJfttT. 
If we fall inlo any d;forder, who can fit us to rights 
again fa well as he! And if we follow exaBJy what 
thou hqjJ illJpired him to wuh ItS, why pU11iJhdl JL "1-

tiS hy talting him.? As for me, 0 Lord) .orl~ 
the good prince, 1 can be but link J iJiffllJbl~ ,.. 
this world ~ if you d¢re the death of a.;n~ : ./" 
f er up my life wjrh all my heart for (J rf" 
you will be pleaftd to fpare mJ maJler, my ( 
my Miltbet-. The hiftory fays, his pra) -r w:IS 

heard, (or he died as foon as he had put up bD 
petition. An example which dePlonlb-ates,.. that , t 
onl).: the tenour of religion was preferved ong 
theire people, but 'ilrther, that ~hey follow.a · tk 

'? ,T' ( . \ eli ...... ..ll 
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diCtates ~r the pure!l charity, w ruch is the very 
qwilteffence and perfection of religion. 

" But Tchim-vam, his (on and fuccelTor, gave rueh. 
. b~ht marks of his piety, towards the eud of his 
life. that it leaves us no room to drlUbt of the truth 
d( hat I tJave advanced. You fhaH hear what 
the nciellt Chinefe books G.y of him : This prince, 

-1<t¥ t who had always regulated his behaviour 
-according a the ordinances of the fupreme Gover-
nor of heaven, fell dangcroufly ill in the fiftieth 
pr of his age, and thirty-fevcnth of his reign. 
WI,en he knew the danger he was in, he called to
gether the principal officers of his court, with a 
defign to nominate his fucceITor, and that he might 

. omit nothing which was ufuaHy performed all {ueh 
OCcafiOIlS, he arofe from his throne where he had 

- ordered his fervants to fct him; he made them 
walh his hands and f.lce, chuh him with his im
perial habits, and put his crown on his head ; and 
then, leaning on a table of precious {l:one, hI! f pake 
to the company in this manner. 

, My licknefs is every day worfe and worfe, for 
\ ( .thus has Heaven ordaill'd; [ f.-'3r death will feize 

, upo~~> and therefore thought my(elf obliged to 
C acquaint you with my lafl:. wilt. You know how 

great the reputation of my father and grandfathu 
C was, and how bright the examples of virtue, which 
, they fe t the empire, did appear. I was very un
e worthy to fiJI the place in which thefe gn.'at men 
, fat; not . hftanding, I did fuccecd them, ] do 
4 "e~ ers acknowledge my ignoI"allce and un-

..-.: 6tneT~. • 
, It is for this reafon perhaps, that Heaven has 

C ihorten'd the days of my reign. 1 ought in this, 
as weU as in aU other t llings, to acquiefce; for 

, you have all (ecn that 1 have hitherto received its 
, ord~ With an humble fear, and a profound refped. 

l" .' I have endeavourd I.to follow, them, withou~ ~r 
~ - _ " l ' devl1tmg 

., , I (' ;. . . . ,) 



t: deviating from them the leltfr in the wot'I~; I have 
~ alec all my Efe time had in my heart my an<./I(),,· 
~ illfuud:ions touching my duty to 1!eaven, and 
• my pOOple. On there two head, I <aiI:.nt .-~,r, .. -.I 
.: myfelf of any fault, and, if my life . 

, ' .... r-eputation, it is all owing to that tc;lch 'I. It- ~':. 
c: which has brought down upon me the d1ir ~ I; t 

, the fovereign Maner of the world. ; • 
, Itison your account that I [peak thu !&~u" 

C himfelf to his eldeft fan) it is on y . 1'.:_(l 

, oh, my fop; be you-the inhetitorofy ~hcefio • 
.: virtue, rather than of my power an trown . • I 
.: make you a king, 'tis all that.you can have of me; 
c be a wife, virtuous, and unblameable prince, this 
'. I command you, and the whole empire expeds 
, from you," 

Under the reigns of this prince and his fon * it 
was, t~t peace, honeA:y, and juA:icc reigned in 
China~ fa that they oftentimes fent their prifoners 
to dig or plough the grounds, or get in the corn. 
without thinking that the fear of punilhment would 
.p1<'\ke them run away. A fter harve{\: they came 
again to receive that punilhment of their fa'uJts/ 
which the Mandannes had appointed. ~ 

LfUy, if we examine well the hiA:ory of Cnin~ 
we fhall ftill find, that for .three hWldrcd years after, 
that is to fay, down to the times of the emperor 
Yeouvam. who reigned eight \-hundred years before 
ChriA:. idolatry had not corrupted this people; fo 
that they have preferved the knowledgs:_of the tt;Ue 
God for near two thoufand ye:trs, all~d ,itonour. 
their Maker in fuch a manner as may ferve beth fa;. .... • 
an example and inl1rudion to chriffians themfclves. 

They had all along a fuiCk c:are to breed up beaJl. 
for facrifices. and to maintain pciefl:s to offer them 
up; befides, that the intern:ll worlhip.of the mind 
was pref<ribed. they did oblige themfclves ~ nice 

obfervatWlI. ., 
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, • t'lg,on 0 IDa. 32. ( 
obfer-wtion of even the fma!l:ft ceremonies which 

. might in :my ways be fcrviccabJe to the people's edi
fication; the mtprdres aid themfclvcs breed up filk

. worms, and with their own h:mds worked co,'erings 
r for tM: altars, and habits for the prieRs. The empe-

;6~h:lvC o~tim~s tilled the ground. which produ
, ccd . .l!!e com or wine deA:ined for facted ufes. Again, 
- the prte!l~ ' never d:!.ro:l to offer facrifices before the 
. -people, unlefs prepared for it hy an abllinencc of three 

or {even d:l.Ys from COlljUgal enjoyments. They have! 
had their (o~cmn fall-days, and days of prnyer in 
pllblick, cfpccially when the empire I:tboured under 
nny publick calamity, either by barrennefs, by floods. 
by euthquakes, or wars from abroad., 

vYith this outward worfhip it is, that the emperors 
prepare themfelvcs for war; for tUir.g upon them-

- fdves the goventment, or viJitin~ the provinces; 
and that H eaven may favour thetr enterprifes with 
fuecefs, they inquire of their fubjeds of their own 
faults" that they may amend them, believing that all 
publick calamities; are occafioned thro' their ill go
vernment. We meet with :t lignal innance of this 

. in runory, which I cannot fo rbear reciting. 
An 'trniverfai barrenncfs h~l\'ing cOlltinucu over all 

the provinces for (even years togerhc(" (which time 
ftems not far dinant from the (even years of barrcn
ncr, Qf which the fcripture freaks, and perhaps this 
thing a little looked into may fcrve to amend or con
firm our chronology· ) the people were reduced to 
extreme w¥'. and when prayers, fults, and other 
aas of h~ftniliatjon wt'rc ufed without fuccefs, the 
-em~ not knowing any means proper to beu(ed 

to gain relief from this publjck misfortune, nfter h:lY
illl( offered to God feveraJ facriLice$ to appe1(c his iu-

• T bjse"lp'"or died 17;l1U~J berore the birth of Jtfu, Chrin, 
1100 the ICven yeau of rellcity, .~dilli IQ 1M fcripture, hllp
pm'd 11-H yearJ Wore tlte fame bi rth, 

~ ';: '-- , . y • dignation 

• 



dignatian, he refolved at taft to offer up hir,,(.lf 
a fac.Met. 

For this purpore he called together the chief per
(ons of his kingdom, ill the prefence of them aU 
difmAntled himfelf of his royal apparel , and CJoothed 
rumfeJf meanly. In this habit, with 'his h~ and 
filee ban-, in the fame faillion that a criminal ~rs 
before a judge, he marched attended by h1's wliole ~ 
.(:ourr, to:l mountain;! good dift-ana: from the town .. 
W hen , protlrating himfelf before the divine Majefl:y, 
to whom he paid his adorations nine rimes, he fpake 
in thefe words! 0 L ard, ),OJi know Ib~ miferits , I~ 
which "We arr reduced. It is nry jinJ which have 
brollghllht'm upon my p((Jplt, J come bitbtr /0 own and . 

. achlcwlrdgt it in tbe prtjtnct of heo'Ctn and eartb. 
nat 11110:1 tbe brlt',. nnw:d 111)' louiN, gi'Ut me Ita'Vt, 
o L~rd, o[ alltbe WfJrld, 10 ask who: aHan of 'tiline 
bas mort pa,.,iw!ar£'I givtn )'OU offm(t"j IJ il th, fplm
dor of my pa/act? 1 will /a/:., tar, to ft tret:th what is 
Juperjiucus: ptrbap; tht profllfmefs 0["1) tablt , (}1' 

tbt dtlica(y and voluptu01ifntfs o[ it have brought this 
Ji:ardIJ : hr'rea!ur ,Io/hing Jhall be fotn Ih"e bullbrif
!hllfs alld umperallu. 'lDt' law; p,rmil to me Ibe ufo 
of ((I1I(ubin(J, but perbaps ),011 dijHlu tbal r.ha",e 100 

t1Jatl). I (1m ready to Idftn tbe lIumbfr. And, if all 
this bt nOI fuJlicientlo appeaft ),our jllft indignation, and 
JOu mllft btw( an oblation ; brbold onr, 0 lArd, ] 'a1ll 
brartily willing /0 dit. if tbou wilt fpart Ibis l/ioJ 
propie: /r/ TO,:n eomt from bUl'Utn on their jieidJ to 
rtliC'1)t tbt;'· 1uctjfilies, and tbund" lIW<!.!{ brad to ft:-
li.ify ),ollr jlff/I'rt. _. 

The prince's piery touch'd the clollds, f6f the ai 
was prcfelltly overcaft, and an univerfaJ rain imme
diately feU, which did in due feafon bring forth a 
fruitful harven-. Whrn idolaters feem fcandalized at 
the deathvf Jefus Chrift, we ufe the example: of this 

1)rince: to jullify our faith. You not only approve 
of this adion, fay we to them., in which oue of your 

r c.-::~ ' . .." • 
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~. Religion o/"Chiha. 323 
_emperors difrob'd hlmfelf of aU that was magnificent; 

~ and offer'd bimfelf a facrifice for his [ubFh; but 
you admire it, and recommend it to poilerity as II: fit 

. pat'tem for all the princes of the_ world: how then 
tm1 you d~ike that exceffive love and kindllers, 
whit h made ] eCus ChriA: offer himfdf an oblatioft 
and faai6ce for aU men; and defpoil hirnfelf of the 
brightnefs of his MajcO:y~ to inveft us one day with 
his glory aid divinity ? 

Thefe footA:eps of rhe true religion, which we hnd 
iil China for fo many ages togeth=r. carry US naturally 
to' make a refle8:ion. which will juftify the providence 
of the Almighty in the government of tht: world. 
-People are fometimes amaz'd, that China and lhe ln~ 
dies have been overfhadow'd by the clouds and dark .. 
-;'le{s... of idolatry, almoft ever fi nee the birth of our 
Saviour, while Greece, a great part of Africk, and 
almoft all Europe. have enjoy'd the clear light of 
faith; but they never cOllfider, that China, for two 
thourand years, had the knowledge of the true God, 
and have praCtis'd the moO: pure morality, while 
Europe and Ollmon ali the world wailow'd in error 
and corruption. 

God, in the diftribu tion of his gifts, is not an un~ 
jun refped:u of petfons > yet he has laid out his times, 
to let his grace fhine forth in due reaCon~ which, like 
the fun, riCes and lets in I.Efferent parts of the world, 
according as people make a good or bad uCe of it. 

Y do not kljPw whether I may make bold to add, 
that as the 1un, which by irs conft:tnt motion hides 
. felf tocfome, to fhew itfdf to othet'i, has notwith~ 
{landing, at the year's end, difiributed to every coun .. 
try ita equal portion of light and warmth; (0 God by 
the fecret and hKlden co~rre of his grace and (pirit. 
which bave been communicated to the world. hath 
equally divided*hem to all people in the world, tho' 
;;J different mafIners, and at different times. How'~ 
ever it be, wt God has made his: wife diJlribution of 

l "'. ' Y . "( ~ 



3'4 Concmnng. the Ancient and Mod, 
grace, I am fure of aU nations China has leall. ~l • 
to co.mplain, "nee no one has receiv,'d a larger VJH"n....-1. 
than £he. 

• 

Tho knowledge of the true God, \Vh' 
many ages after the reign of Cam-vtlSl, a 
probabiliry, a long while after the time orC 
was not always fupported in the (ame purity, 
mind, were poCfdfed by idolatry, and their '"""","r; 
became fa corrupt. that the true faith, being but tbt 
occafton of greater ill, was by li ttle and littk. ~ien 
away from them by the juftjudgment of G • {.\
mang all the fuperHitions which foUow'd h~ 
there were two forts which were prinei y .. I'br 
blifhed, and do, betwCt,'11 them at this pre enr, «n~l· 
prehend almofl: all the empire. 

Li Laokun gave rife to the Ant of thefe. I ~ .. 
a philofopher who Jived before Confucius; • birth 
was prodigious, if you believe what his foUo (ay of 
it : for his mother carried him more than f",.., -ort 
years in her flanks, from whence, a lit tle bWi hI:{ 
death, hefprang out af her right fide, which " 
itfelf. This moniter, to the farrow of hisGUntry, 
furvived his mother, and by his pcrniCioUIii d ~ril\t 
in a {hart dme grew famous: nevertheleCs he \VMtc 
fevenl uCeful books; of virtue, of the good avrud· 
ing honour, of the contempt of riches, of chat In. 
comparable rctin.."Clnefs of mind, which fe rsuts ~ 
from the world the better to Imow ourfel9ce. He 
pften repeated the following fent~e, lu~ he: 
{aid was the foundation of true wifdom. If;l/ 
,(,toft" produud Ollt , ont prDdllUd tWII, nw ... J 
tbree, and tbru prllJuud all thinxs: which f CO 
fhew as if he had fome knowledge of the r rtl"v. 

But he taught that God was corporeal, .ukl tNt 
l1t governed other deities as a king govern~ N111ub
jells. He applied himfelf mightily \~ .by .•• 1 
<A'hich faille pretald he was the invcn~. He "-'tat 
his brains Iikewif..: about the philofo~"rl a ~,.; , 

" I c>id 
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Ri/igml ~TCliina. 3iS 
did at ength fancy, that, by a ~11 fort of drink, 

• . ht be immortaL To obtain which his follow
owers Pl'lflife magick. which diabolical art, in a 

if' ~ time, was t~e ~llr thing fiudied ~Y the gcntry. 
~~ body ftUdled It In hopes to l1vold death ; and 

~e warnet! thro' narural curiolit}" as wel l as defire 
.. "to pro!png their life, applied themfe1ves to it, wbc~ 

in they exercife all forts of extrav:tpncies, and give 
thcmfeJves up to all forts of impicncs. 

Thofe, who have made this their profdrcd bttiine[s, 
are called Tien fe, that is H eavenly DodOl's ; they 
have hou(es given them to livl! together in racier}" 

. - they erett in di"ers parts temples to Laokun their 
mailer; king and people honour him with divjne 
worfhip. and altho' they luLvc examples enough to 
have undeceived them from thefc errol'S, yet they 
~emently purfue immortality, by his precepts wh.o 

could never gain it himfelf. 
Time,. whidi ftrengthens and confirms what is il1, 

did at length gain thefe £alfe doCtors fuch a reputa· 
tion, as made them almoft innumerable. The co· 
venants which they make with the devil, the lots 
which they caft, tht.; r magical wonders, whether true 
or only teeming, make them dreaded and admired 
of the common herd; and, whenccfoever it comes 
to pafs, there is no body who does not gi.ve fome 

~ credit to their maxims, or docs not hope to !a.void 
death by their means. 

One of thefe doCtors· got himfelf fo gtC':u a re
putation, thl!: the emperor gave him the name Cham
n; which is the name by which they call God him-
1eJf; ~d lignifies Supreme Emperor. This piece of 
impjety gave the killing blow to the ancient religion 1 

Ii "iilJ then the Chinefe, as much idolaters as they 
.. were, dKl a.lways make a diftindion between the 

Cham-ri, an the other gods. But, by ajuJIjudg. 
, the 6uniIy of th~t prjnce was ~-

'\ ~ 
L, . 
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2.6 C~ncerning tbe Antitnt and MadeK,; 1 
tina, and the empire, which had hitherto 0 ~ ~ 
its own rules of government, was dIe ~rft ~ 
to fubmit to thoCe of the weflern Tartaro:' 'r I ;t 

famous Colao t . who printed :l hook. could :lJ 
acknowledge : In Ibis titltt, fays he,o'bt (;lIptrfr_ 
l1oei~tcoum did, againfl a/l man"! r of ,-ui/on, give 11;f .... 
ol1ributt! of lbt fi'preJne God to II man. CfJJis mrJ! • 
pvwtrJul and adorable Cod, ab(;1!t all Jhe fpirilS ;', betl
'!1m, was ftnfiblt of the wrong dlJnl him ; for' l'f 
l1iJhtd /t'lJtTt/y the w ic/utiuejj of Ihis prlna, ~ w
Itr/y rooted out hi! Jmni?,! . 

The fecond fe8:, which is prcvalenr in China, ar:d 
is more dangerous and more univerfally fpri:aJdwt 
the former, adore an idol which t hey call Fa or- .r0(', 'I 
as the only god of the world. This idol was ~ugAt 
from the Indif.s two and thirty years after me deatJ, 
.cf J efus ehlin.. This poifon began at coutf. but 
fprcad its infeB-ion thro' all the province'S, And cor~ 
tupted every town : fo that this great body: ""IiW'rttI , 

already fpoiled by magick and impiety, was imme
diately infed"ed with idolatry. and occame n m OIl 

Jt:rous recepttcle for all (orts of errors. Fables, ruper. 
{titions, tranfmigration of fou ls, idolatry and atbeifm 
diviqed theml and got (0 ftrong a manery over them, 
that, even at this pre[ent, there is IIOt fo great an im
pediment to the:- progre(s of chrillianity, as is this 
ridiculous and impious doctrine. • 

No body can weIr tell where this idol Fa, of whom 
I f~, was born; (I call him an idol and Ij~t 4 
man t bL'Caufe [orne th~llk i~ was an apParitiOI\ flOm 
hell) ~hO(l!l who with more likelihood flly ~~ 
man, nuke him born above a thoufaud Ye:lrF btffl 
Jcfus. 'ihrift, in a kingdom of the ~ndies. ne- the 
Jim; perhaps a little above Bengala. They (a 
was: q. Icing's fOil ! H e was at fitft call'd Cl 
but at thirty Ye3!~ of age he took t lY! fhu" 

f!"1f mother, who brough" ~ illl O d1 .... " 
t 1f!!~ ' ~ . "4..". 

• 
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1 t 
her rig t lide. died in childbirth: {he ftad a Eimey in 
l;~ m, that fhe fwaJlow'd a.n elephant. and for 

'5. rea it is., that the Indian kings pay fuch ho-
:!.Qllr to 'te elephants: for the loTs of which. or 
gailrir.g (orne others, they often make bitter wars. 
"' When dis monA:er was firn born he h:u:l flrtngth 

ough to (land alone, and he made {even Reps, and 
pointed"with one hand to heaven, and the other to 
the earth. H e.did alfo (peak. but in fuch a manner 
as J'hew'd what fpirit he was potrds'd witha l. In 
beave;', or on earth, fays he, ( am tbe only ptrfon 
'U:bo drftrvt 10 be bonoured. At fevcnteen he married, 
nd had a fan, which he forfook. ns he did all the 

reH: of the world, to retire into a folitudc with three 
or four Indian philo(ophc.rs. )Vhom he took "long 
with him to teach. But at thirty he was on a (Ud 4 

~ poffcfs'd, and, as it were, fln'd with the di~ 
viniry, who gave him an llllivcrf.1.1 knowlooge of all 
things. From that tune he became a god, and bc~ 
gan, by a vall: number of fecming miradcs, to gain 
the people's admiration. The number of his djfci~ 
ples IS very great, and it is by their means, that a.l l 

, the indies have been poirolled with his PCmiciOllS 
doctrine. T hore of Si.1.m call them T alapoins, the 
Tartars call them L1.mas or Lama~rem, the J apo.llcrs 
Bonzes, and the Chinefe H ocham. 

" But this chimerical god found at Jan, that he was 
a man as weJJ others. H e died at 79 }'e3f'S of age; 
an~ to give the finithing ftrokc to his impiety, he en~ 

_ deavoured tQ,perfuade his followers to atheifm at his 
death, as he had perfuaded them to idolatry in his 
ti1'e-ti . Then he detlarcd to his followers, that aU 
which he had hitherto told chern was enigmatical; and 
tlJ.;("f:hey would be miftaken, if they thought there 

~af any other firft principle of things belidesnothing; 
JI was, f!lid he, frqm Ibis notbing, lhal ali/hi,,!s 

~raIlX ' " !S i1!ID Ihis nothing, that till things midi 

" -( i . 
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oncernmg toe 
rel"rn. This is the ab;/s wbfft all 01(". S 

'nd. ~ 
Sina: this impoftor conferred , that he ""':o:.;JI 

the world in his lif!!, it is but rtafonab ' (hxt 1:. 
lhould not be believed at hi!': death. Yet, 
has always more champions than virtU!!, 
among the Bon-.::es a particular fed: of :ttheift fom\c,,_ 
from the b.ft words of their malter. The t' 
found it troublefqme ~ part with thcir fa rer- prt:. 
judices, kept dofe to theiT firA: errors. A fJ\! i'OT( 

endeavoured to rec6ncile tb!'fe parties tog ) "l 
compiling a bo..1.y of doarinc~ 1:1 which . C I . .. 

twofold law, an inti:rior ,md all cxn..-nor. 0 e('lu{;{tll 
to prepare the nltnd for the reception of ( , <ltht1' 
It is, fay they, the mou ld which fupfXJrts tbe:TQte 
rials rill the arch bc:'n:tdt", and then is taken :\wo:rv-as. 
ufclefs. ---

Thus the dl.:vil, making ufe of mens folly and ma
lice for thtir dc/ln1cpon, endeavours to crafe out of 
t he minds of (time thofe excellent ideas of God, 
which arc (0 deeply ingravcd there. and to imprii1t 

-1.n the minds of others the worlhip of falfe gods un· .r 
de:; the !hapes of a multitude of different creatures, 
{or they did not ftop at the wortr.ip of this idol. 
'rhe :lpt". the elephant. the dragon, have been Vol r
fuipped in feveral places. under pretence perhaps, 
t hat the god Fo had fucceilively ~n tranfmigrated ' 
,intO thefe creatures. 'China, tQt:: moft fuperft' , ~ 
all n:lcons, in~(td the numbt-r of her id 1 
one may now fee all forts of them.,itNhe . 
which fervc to abufe the foll y of this people, 

I t is true, they fom!!timesdo not pay to t 
all that refped: which (oems due to their lJ.uali • t
it often happens, that, if the people after war '.r'1 
them a great while do nOl obtain what they dtb,.. 
they. turn them off, ansi looL;. upon th M llS iflJ p .1"Jl4-
gods, others ufe them in the mol\: 

nor l fOl]le load tht .'1"ith hard natIlf' ~ 'I 
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• ~ bI W$. How .now, Doge! a hinl., fay they 
• ":". fometime~ we give you a lodging in a mag • 

• ficcnt pie, we gild you h.ndromely. feed you 
and often offer incenfe to you, :md after all 

fhis which we take of you, you are fo uagrn.tc-
as to remfe what we ask of you. 
:rh~ ~Y rie him with cords, pluck him down, 

and drag him along the ftrcets thro' .all the mud and 
dunghiUs, to punifh him for the expenee of pcrfume 
which they have offered IIp to him for nothmg. If 
ill the mean time it happells, that they oUraln what 
they di~ deftre. then they take the idol, and with II. 

• grea.t deal of ceremony carry him back and place him 
in his !lith again, after they have wafhed ann dean
fed him: they faU down to him. and make I.:xcu(cs 
for what they have done. In truth, fay {hey. we 
~ a little too hafty, as well as you 'oI.'aS fomewhat 
too long in your grant. why fhould YOll bring this 
beati.'1g on yourfe1f? \Vcre it not better to have 
granted out petition of your own free will, rather 
than be forced to do it? But what is cone can' t be 
now ondonc, let us not therefore think of it any 
more; if yo~ will forger what is palT"::rl WI! wjJ! gild 
you over :lgam. 

A few years ago there happenro a palTage at Nan~ 
kim, which does very well difcover what an opinion 

" the Chinefe ha.ve of their gods. A man, whore only 
daughter was very ill, tried all the. ph)·Ctcians, but 
without effeCt:; he thought it therefore his bd.t: wr.y 
to betake hitftfclf to the: affiftance of his gods. Pray
~r.lt offerings, alms., facrifices, and all other means, 
were td [0 obtain relief. The Bonzes, who were 
grgfed in the tift, promiftd that an idol, whofe 

er they mightily boafted, Ihould grant her reeo
A wry. For all this t~ womall died, the father out 
~f mcafure grit'V~ refolved to revenge himfelf, and 
~~O ti"~ .. ~'fmal acCUfllriO!l againft.the idol. 
~'. ( ' I-!. 
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He put in hi~ complaint therefore to' ~.~~~~ 
the pla.ce, in which after he had lively n 
the deccitfulnefs of this unjull god, he 
deferved an exemplary punilhm ent for 
his word. If this [pirit, raid he, could 

daughter, ir is palpable cheating to ~:~:~~:.~~~~~J 
alld yet let her die. If he could llot:?O it. 
he iignify ? And how c:lmc he by his quality 
thip? Do we worfhip him, and the whole pr<.vi,,.. 
offer him facrifice for nothing at all? So .bec.on. 
eluded it to be either from the malice and w~s 
of the idol, that the cure was not performed i .... i}.cn;~ 
fore his temple he judged ought to be pulled down. 
his priefts fuamefully diCmitTed, and the idol puniihtd 
in his own private perroll. 

:rhe bulinefs feemed of confcquence to the judge, 
wherefore he fent it to the govemor. who, defirj~ 
have nothing to do with thofe of the other worlJ, 
defired the viceroy to examine into it. After he had 
heard the Bonzes. who were extremely concerned at 
it, he took their part. and advifed him not to perfiA: 
in the caufe any longer : for, faid he to him, you are 
not wife, to concern yourfdf with this fort of fpi
rits. They arc naturally ill .tt!mpered, and I am 
afraid will play fome ill trick . BeJievt! me, you had 
better come to 3:n agreement. The Bonzes alTure 
me, that the idol fhall do what is re;tConable all his I 

part, provided, you on your part dq not carry things 
too high. 

~ut the man, who was almofl mad (or the ~'f. 
of his dau~hter. did conflantly proteA.. that he .. "uld 
fooner penfh than rclinqui~ his JuA: rights. 'r. t>(t. 
tenee is given for me, faid ne, t~e idol fancied -fka 
he might commit ;ul)' fort of il~uftice withO'~ 1-
nifument, becaufe he thought no boQy ~6111 
bold enough to take him to task; bUJ tt not to 
{aft as he thinks, and a little time wUJ[! idliIQ 

. \ 
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tHe moil: wicked, and the moll a devil of the • QS IS 

0., 
l\he roy could not now go back, and was 

li~erefore to grant a trial; he fent the cafe to the 
Vlveretgn copltcil at POOn, who remitted the trial to 

again, he therefore fubpcenatd the parties. The 
devil, .... ho had but too many friends among all (orts 

'" of men, had alfo his !hare among the la wyers ana 
proCt-orsj thofe of them, to whom the Bonzes gave 
largely, found thor c3ufe g~ and (poke with (0 
much concern and vehemence, that the idol itfel£ 
c.auld not have pleaded better its own caufe. Yet 

' ~they had to deal with a fubtle adverfary, who had 
_. been beforehand with them, and had cleared the 
judge's underA:anding by 'a large bribe, ~ing tho
~ghly perfuaded, that the devil muH: be very cun-

hlug indeed, to withftand fa clear an argument ~ 
this Jaft was to the judges. 

In {hart, afte. a great many hearings. the man 
carried his ~int. The idol was condemned to a per
petual banilhment. as ufelefs to the k ingdom, and 

" his temple was to he plucked down; and the Bonzcs 
who reprefented him were fcvercly chafhfed; they 
might notwithfianding apply themfelves to the fer
vice of other fpirits, to make themfe1ves amends for 

" the damage they had received for loving this. 
.. Call anyone who has not loft his fenfes adore gods 

of this charatttr, weak. ftarful, and whom one 
ma~nt fafely? But alas! . We may flatter ou~

-rerYes, that ~e are' m:ver fa Wife, yet how much 18 

P9r ~j[dom difbnt from reafon, when it is dillant 
from d~e true faith. 
~ead of coming hereby to a knowledge of the 

nefs of their gods., the people grow more and 

:J1
0reblin4 every day. The Bonzes are above aU 

- b~' to;C' up their credit and reputation, be~ 
<a ,,~""vantage .hey make thereby. To 

'. ~ g ~ t the hefler. they make ufe of the ~ot. 

) /": ' " "". Io"'JII~ 



·maxims of which they take 
propagate. 

\Ve muft not think, far they, tha.tt~~.::~~ 
are as confufed in the other world as t1: 
there are there rewards for the good • ." dl·,.,flijJi(. 
ments for the bad. which has OCCa.fi6!led 
pl::tces to be fet apart for the fouls of men, 
to every one's merit. T he god Fa was tbe 
of the world, he was born to teach the wq 
vatian, and to make expiation for all our (t~ 

H e has left us ten commandments. The rfl ti 
bids the killing of any liviug creature of wh t fort 
foever;, the fecond commands not to take-.. [h~ 
man's goods;, the third not to give up OflC,', Clfro 
impurity;, the fourth not to lye; and t M~ to 
drink no wi.nl::. 

Betides theft!, they recommend to the peopl~ ~ 
tice fevera! works of mercy. EJltertain and hCTwriih 
up, fay they, the Bonus ; build them iUb'r\:ln.c.rieJ 
and temples, that their prayers and vol Ott')' pc~ 
nances may obtain for you exemption from that po
nifument which your lins have dcl'crvcd . uru eaf¢ 
_gilt and w~lhed wilh fil vcr. habits made or fiu.t:r &tid 
!ilk. All the[;: iu the other world {hall 1 tuJ1lcd 
into real gold and filw.r. and into trut: an& l.bttan~ 
rial garments. which thaU be given to your (.Ld 
faithfully, who will make ufc of them as t.m..., h!I"' .... t 

occafion. If you do not regard thefe co t, 
you 1haJl be after your qeath crudly tormem t 
expofed to feveral Metcmpfrcofcs or trt.nfmig.ratL. 
that is to fay, you IhaU be born in the fhapt (\f rn 
horf~ mules, and aU other creatures. Tup> 
point makes a great imprelTwn upon their minds-. 

I remember, that, being in the province af ,fit 
1 was fent for to chrillen a fick perfon. 
old mao of threefcore and ten, 
finaJ1 pe.nliOIl, which the emperor 
When lcameintohLschamber, Omy ~~~~~~~~ he, ~w mu~ am I obliged to you; 

• 
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;b..drJiver me from II: great dtal of torment. R'lp
..ti!;",' i!llll!<ered I, does not only deliver from the 

me 0 bell, bt...t intitles us to the enjoyment of 
. p\ace. in pamdifc: 0 hmv happy win it be for you 

go to hCRven, tternnlly to live in the prefence of 
1 I do not. fujd the fick man, undCrfland what 

yon mean, nor perhaps h:l~ I explained my m OIl-

ing dearly to you; you know, f.lthei) I have lived 
a long time upon the emperor's bounty. The Bon
zes, who are perfed.ly well acquainted. with :til the 
cranfaaions of the other world, affurc me'. that I 

•• !hall be obliged after my death, by ""y of recom
• ~nre for Jlly penfion, to ferve him. and that my foul 

'. wilt infallibly go into one of his poft horCes, to carty 
di(patches from court thro' a\l the province. They 
. therefore been advifir.g me to mind my dut), in 
that new Aatc ; not to Rumble, nor kick, nor bitey 
nor otherwife hurt any one; I'un well, and eat little, 
and be patient, fay they, and YOll "!ay move the 
gods to compaffion, who often, of a good benft~ 
make at length a penon of quality~ or 3. confiderable 

" Mandarine. I protell, futher, the very thoughts of 
it lll3.kes me quake, it never comes into my mind~ 
hut I tremble; yet I drtam of it every night~ ,and 
fometimes mcthinks in my fl rep I am aJreadY'in the 
hamcfs.. r'C!ld y to run at the firfl: jerk of the J:>otlifion. 

1 Then I wake in a ~t fweat, and half mad, fc:lrcely 
know; 'g:-wMther I am a man or a horfe. But, 

_","",'-;... Whar. will be my farrow when this will be nl) 
more .. dream hut a reality. 

'!'~ therefore, father~ is the courfc I took, They 
tell me, that thofe of your religion are not fubj.:d: to 
d;<;i~ changes: thllt men are always men, and an:, 

.:the other world, of the fame kInd. as they are here. 
IIIIrl l beg of you therefore to recelve me among you. I 
IrI know ypur.l·e1j~ is h,ani to obferve; yet, if it n~ 
~ ~ore difficuttte!, I am ready to embr¥e ft. 

~ t.nd... .,wt:-foever trouble it put me to, l had rather be 
2'J<D.l1l>n than be turned "'to a beaft. TM dif-

.... '-. . .; courf~ 
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.courfe, and the condition the man was in, !IIrTO 'Jw
me into compaffion; and afterwards confidg; . . ~ 
myfelf, that God makes ure of ignorand .II. 10 
to bring men to the knowledge or the truth I t 
an ocrafion from thence to undeceive hi!p of h mi 
takes, and to lead him into the way of falvat1ot1 
inltruCt-ed him a great while, at Jaft he bcliev : and 
1 had the comfort to fee him die, not only \Vida 
dearer and better underftanding of things, 'bat far~ 
ther with all the marks of a good chriflian. 

In procefs of time, the fuperO:itions of the 
grew fo numberlefs. that I do not believe any 
under the fun is fo full of whimftes as China, 'fhe. 
Mandarines :ire obliged to condemn a11 thefe rab .. 
as hereticks, as indeed. they do in their book ; but 
yet fpringing themfelvcs moftly from idol s (; 
roilies, and havill~ been inllru&ed by the 17.d, 
they in their pra~bce follow the example of 
mon people. 

Two of thef(: Bonzes, feeing one day in a rich &r .. 
mer's yard two or three large dudes, fell uu ,W'" 
faces before- the door, and figh'd and wept grievo.l)y. J 
The good woman, feeing them out of her c;h un 
windQw, came down to fee what was the fion 
of fh~ tears. W~ know, faid they. that the (,Jd 
of our io.thers are tranfmigrated into thore crtatun,:.t.: 
and the fear we are ill, left you ihould kilt them. ~ ill 
without doubt go near to kill us: It iU: J.£;' (-"at ,he 
woman, we did int.-:nd to fdl them, but, fin ' , .. I'f'II 
are your fathers, I promife you we will12eep tlIt 

This anfwer wao; not for the Bonzes pnrpofe. lI!". 
continued they, perhaps your hulba1td will n? t bela 
chari ble, and then, if any accident lhouJd har~ ' 0 

them, you may be fure it will kill us. At taft, :Uf-_ 
a long difcourfe, the good woman was fo far n\O,·etI .. 
with their pretended grief, that" fhe gave tM 
ducks to look after for fame time to con,fok &ht:m. 
They took them with a great deal of ref 1#. J"'> 
ftnltlng 1hemfelvcs twCp'l' ~, to them;' bI ~ . -~ • 



"g,on, Ina. 33$ 
; 'Very e ning ~hey made an entertainment of them 
fo~r$:\~ their company, and fattened themfeiv«;s 

. A prince of the blood loR: a young man for whom 
hah particular love; a few years after he (poke 

~ it with a ~reat deal of w:lrmth :md conctm to (-he 
Bo'nles, who raid to him: My lord, do not trouble 

. yourfelf any more, your lor. 'I may be repair"d; he 
whom you grieve for is in T armry, and his fou l is 
pafl"ed into a young man's body; but there mull: be a 
e;~t deal of money to find \\ here he is, and you muft 

.j9.ve good prefents to the priefls of that country. 
T his news plea-fed the prince mightily, fo that he gave 
them what they defired. and a few monthsafter they 
: got a boy wy where., and gave him to the prince jn~ 
nod of Jhe boy who was dead. T hus it is, that 
fite-.vhole country, from the peafant to the prirn:e, 
are bubbled by thefe minitltrs of iniquity. 

If they can't thus trick people out of their money, 
they try to get it out of them by doing ads of pe
nance publickly, which the people elleem them 
mi~htily for, and {hew them a great deal of pity and 
compaffion. I have leen them dr:lgging after them 2. 

long chain of iron as thick as one's arm. abou~irty 
feet long, faftenod to the neck or legs, Thu tiS, 
fay they. at every door as they pars. that w~ xpiate 

our faults, fure this de(ervcs fame fmall alms. 
Others i lick places knock their pates with all 
neir e wit large bricks, till they are almoR: co

I.--.,,;r:with bleod. They have fevera1 other peniten
tialaaions; but what I was mon rurpr:ifed at was this. 

ne eclay I met in the middle of a town a young 
Bonze of a good mien, a genteel and modell: Jaok, 
{~ might eaftly move any one'.iJ compaffion and 
'ftaijry. H e flood upright in a fort of a fedan vcry 
lofe fhu,t. the infide of which was like an halTOw 

""""", I of nails ,cry thick. WIth their points !licking out 
.• towards the man in the chair, fa that-he could not . X. one way or t'other wirhout WO\UJding him-

• • 1 felf . 
• 



felf . • TWo fe.Uows were hir'd to carry 
hour. to houfe, whe", he bcgg'd the pe<)p~'r'" 
compaffion on him. ." 

, H e tok\ them he was (hut up in that chair for 
good of their fouls. :Lnd was refolv'd never Q' 

from thence till they had bought 311 ~~ 
which there were above two thoufand) at DUe. cE • 
{jx~pel1ce a.pittc. of which flails, the very ff'-.alkft l\e 
had would derive incomparaWc blefIings 0 i;.w lid 
their families. If you buy any of them, y wiU do 
an aCtion of hcroick virtue. and your a1 
beftow'd on the Bonzes, to whom you may eoth!;t:. 
()pportunitiesof befiowing your charity, but to tbcgorS 
Fa, in whofe honour we are going to build '\i. kltIpie. 

In the mean while I happen'd to par, tbro' thr 
ftrcct; th~ Bonze. feeing mc, came and t J3 mrtbc 
(arne tale. I told him, that he WiS very u haJ:f1 tb 

torment himfdf thus in this world filr no and 
did counfcl him therefore to cwne out of I ' pr}(QI'l, 
to go to the temple of the true God to tJe inftl"\l&xl 
in heavenly tnlths, and fubmit {Q pemnce feY",", 
but more wholfome. H e was fo far fro"1 • 8 ina 
paffion with me, thnt he anfwer'd me Gnd 

~
rtoouflY, that he was much obliged to . /' {Qf ~ 
advice~ and would be more obliged tnt' ftijI. 

if 1 . auld b\ly a doz.en of his nails, w woukl 
certainly make nle have a good journey. 

H ere hold your hatld~ fays h'2r.t.!.~ g 0l!'C 

lid~ take rhcfe; upon the (llith of'{'80n~ _ A. 
the very beft in all my fedan, fo r ther p k me. .:,~ 
moll, yet you ihall have them at the me rltt'"' AI 
which 1 fell the others. H e Cpoke tholi' .... ..!. 
ruch a manner. as would have made meo M' Q • 

occalion have laugh'd ; but at that time 'blind di: 
raifed my campa/lion. and I W'-S flrangely co;~C:::J~) 
to f!!C that bondman of the devil fuffer m(.. I:

out his awn dcfiruClioD, than a. chri{\iap 
som hi. Wvation. 

, 



·~ ,et". ·tne BQn~es arc not pen1tcnts: while fome 
. ,~~~:~ creQu\oJtS by their hypocritical pretences; 
,. ~t~~~eout of them by magical arts; fe-

.~~f.9;'~i~1 murilers. and 'a thoufand detcfi-:1-
which modefi:v won't let me men-
who are only 'outwardly religious, 

~~~~:~ to gratify their paffions; and jf they 
b] the jufi:ice.of men. which in .this place 

none who ilr:t caught wronging their ncigh
they ,ClI{c Ilot Iwhat ·they do in the eyes of that 

wh9m they will fC\rcdy own. 
~though the gelle~ljty of the people ,are preju
... diced in favour of them, yct the wifer fort are al-

ways upon their guard againft thefe wretches ; and 
t6e magiftrates al ways tnke gtnt notice of what they 
do itt their monaltcries. It happened a few years 
ngo, tbt a governor of a town, palling with his train 
in the hjghway, raw a gr~t company of people got 
together, and had the curtoGty to fend to know what 
was the occafion of their meeting there. 

The Bonzes were folemniz.ing.an extraordinary fc[-
. val; they had fet _a machine upon a ftage, at the 

p of which a young. man put out his head over a 
Iittle,-rail, wnich went all round the machine. T·bc 
rail hid ,his arms and all his body ; one could ~ 
nothing at liberty but his eyes, which he MJled 
:' ut~ if he was dit1rad:ed. Below this machine 
~ 11 old B ' ~red upon the ftagc. who told the 
people t: oJt the j'mJng man which they faw was go-

I .~ acrifice himfelf, according to cullom, in this 
manner. ;fhere ran by the road fide a deer river, 
...mto~ch he would prefently throw himfel head
long. H e can't die, added the Bonze, ifhewouJd, 

• bcu (e a the bottom of.the river he win be received 
b t: aritable fpirits, who will give rum as good a 
~come as be can defire ; and indeed it is the 

teft happind's that can poffibJy behI rum; an 
Undrcd perfons have defired to facrifice themfclvd 
• Q .• • Z .. Read 
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33 onurnthg t t ncun an a 
inltead of him, but him we chofe hefo 
becaufe of his zeal and other virtues. . 

When the M andal'ine had heard this I 

{aid. that the young man indeed had a.:;:"~L' 
courage, but he wonder'd much tha 
himfclf tell the people of this his refoTu • 
come down a little, (aid he, thlt we rna) 
hIm. The Bonze, who was confounded r tbts or .. 
der, did all he could to hinder it, and d p tel\, 
t hat the whole facrificc wcuid be inc .al sf be 
{pake a word, nay, if he did but open hit. mouth, 
and for his part he could not anfwer for the lWti \t':~ 
{lICO a thing would bring upon the provtna:. Fo.. 
the mifchicf you t::l.lk of, replied the M~ 1 ttll 
be rcfponfible; and then he commandtd th~ ,'"ug 
man to come down; he gave no other an wer to 
thefe commands but hideous and frighrfulloo '" 
nnd v:trious diftortions of his eyes, which ~1.n'ld't 
ftarted out of his head. . 

You may from hence, faid the Bonze, jedr wha.~ 
violence you offer him in comm:mdinrr t'lml dowl4, 
H e is already almolt diltraCl:ed , and i · ~MI COI1tlll1 
you r command you will make him n.c ~"i:.h gr;e(~ 

~
his did not make the M andarine ch3Ji hittdolu

• II, but he onier'd fome of his retinut'lo go up. nd 
b g him down. T hey found him ti~ '!II(} bOun.d 
down on every fide, with a gag in hlSn,l"l,ll}j r: 
as foon as they h:ul untied him, a~ n J,W1.\ e (' 
gag from the poor fellow's mouffi", he c Mal, 1$ 
loud as he could bawl; Ah! my !brd, lennl;
againft thofe all'al1ins, who were goint ' u. n me.. 
I am a batchelor of arts, and was gait: ;1) 

at Pekin, to affilt at the r.xamination~ th~n: 9r \'dkl 
day a company of Bonzes fciz"d upon rM viJ dr, 1 
and this morning very early they bob d n:I to W 
machin~1 taking &om me all power of trYlOJ.; OU 
or complaining, and intending to <>O'Ar. mt>. ~ 

• 
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f· e\reling, hcing refolv'd to accomplilh their accurS'd 
. .c nies at the eXpellee of my life. 

:-... V len he began to f~ the Bonzes were march . 

~
'mg ut the officers of j uA:ice, who always at-

. d t go.,emors, {leppld fevcral of them. The 
c . them, who had pretended jufi before thar 
~the young man could not be drown'J, was himfelf 
. .. immedi.'\tcly thrown into the river and drown'd j the 

others were carr~o priCon. and did after receive 
thl\t puniChment which they ile[crv'd. 
. Since the Tartars have ~n emperors of China;. 
lle Lamas, another fort of Bonzes, ha.ve been db.: 

t,lilh'd there. i'heir habit is different from thofe of 
-thina both in ilia?; and colour, but their religion i~ 
the (arne with the Chillere, :md they,wol"fhip the god 
Fa ; . they differ from the Chin,efe only in a few parti
j:ular fuperftitious pr:H9:ices. There Lamas arc chap
Jains to the T artar nobility who live at Pekin; but 
itl T artary they themrelves :w.: the gods which the 
people worlhip. . 

There it is that the god Fa h::Ls his moA: fumous 
eat, where he appears under a fel1fible figure, and, as 

they fay, never dies. He is kept in a te;mple, and 
an Infinite number of thefe Lamas ferve him wit~ 
ineffilble veneration; which they Ihi ve as muj! ~ 
"hey ,can to imprint upon tIie minds of :til other's 
whafl0C\t~~_'Whcn he dies, for he is but a man 
t _ ced ~e,-\lby put in his room a Lamas of tfie 
i:un"""d.ature1 \Od, as near as they can, of the fame 
featu'r~ that the people may be the b:mcr d~ceiv'd 
~~.. l~bu! the people of this cf;mntry, and e(peciaJly 

""aU fi:range~; are eternally bubbl'd by thefe impoftors. 
Amcri~ the different religions exeJ'tji'd in China, [ 

d" n~t t1wlk it worth while to mention to your high"
pees a feVi Ma.hometans, who have livid for thefe fix 
hundred years, in feveral provinces, and are never 

"Hl:urb)d, bure they never difi:u fb anyone elie 
~ t~e fCQfC of religion, being 'content to enjoy k 

. ~~ • Z:1 " · themrelVe5J 

, .I 



340 Con"r. ing tb, Ancient .nd Mod,,- r f 
themfelves, or to propagate it there a"l~Cir · 
kindred by marriages. H owever, it may c>- . 
to' tell you of a third fed:, which is the . '.,.A'I 
philofophy, or policy of fome of the lear "'" for 
one cannot tell by ~hat name to caU (hi' ' 
which is fa ohfcure, that the very pro£elfOJb 
(caree um\erfl:and what they teach; they 001 it i1\ '. 
their language Iukiao, and is a fed..]?f Jearnm ml"rl. 

That you may undernand \Vt.~n am going to I.ClJ 
you, you muA: know that civil wars, miWd4 .nd 
idolatry h:!.ving: put the empire into con1'ufi"n lOr 
many ages. the Jove of learning was qui~ CIllhH=.r'a;-
and there were found few doCtors, who could by 
their writings awaken the minds of men oat of 
lethargy into which ignorance and corruption of 
manners had iull'd them; only, about 1010 ,.Jorue 
creditable expounders were found; and, in '100. one 
dott:or did dillinguifh himfelf from all othU$, for his 
extraordinary llllderll.:anding; by his example they 
began by dcgrees to take fame pleafure In rtading 
ancient books, which they had before thro'Wn ~6de. 

Laftly, in the year 1400, the emperor, being: *iI 
lin~o ftit up in his fubjefu a lo.ve of learning, 
~ . ce of fourfcore and two of the mea ingQtious 
dod ,whom he commanded to comt>ile a rrftem 
agreeable to the fcntiments of the anCIent "W:ritt:r .. ~ 
which might ferve as a diredion for t.b.~ >cd ht 
after. The Mandarines, who halfthe <01 • 1.1111 
fet themfelves diligently to work; ~ut being k:.~. _ 
diced with thofe opinions which idolatry had diltused 
all over China, inftead of following the It e lettt\: 
the ancients, they tried, by £alfe glolTes -and inur .. 
pretations, to diftort the words and fay 'Of t he ~ 
ancients to their rrejudiC!.te opinions. 

They fpake 0 God as nothing diffe 
ture itfelf i that is, from that power, ~!t'8y, ' 
rural virtue which did produce, and pu~' 

. 
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vartll of the world. and which does O::iU ketp 
0" •• ,_- that in order. H eis, fay they, a maR: pure and 
\. J)1~~ princil'le; he is the {ouree of all things. 
~ 1*IefTcnceof all beings, and that which confli
tures the: !'ormal difference of evt::ry thing. They 
~de ~of thofe magnificent expreffions of the an-
~ :,hat t hey might {ecm to keep to their doc
'lrine > bet indeed they mired new opinions. becaufe 
Jrhey underftaml hereby 1 can' t tell wha.t fort of in

t fenlible foul of ~ world, which they \magine 
fpread thro' matter. upon which it produces the fe
veral mutations we fee. This is not that fuprcme 

Xmperor of heaven, all jull: and all powerful, the 
,. Chief of aU creatures: in thcir works nothing is found 

but a better fort of atheifm~ and a licentious freedom 
from the worfhip of God. 
BU~, whether it was becaufe they were unwilling 

to exprefs themfelvc9 plainly, or did accidentally 
make ufe of expreffions of a larger fignificatiOll than 
the.ir meaning, yet they talk of H eaven as did the 
ancients. and afcribe to nature :llmoJl all thofe per
feCtions which we attribute to God. T hey tolerate 

' .,willingly the M ahometans, bccauCe. like them they 
adore the Mafier and King of H e:tven. They~
fecme all other feds with grc:l. t violence, whic' 
court they took up a refolutioll utterl y to a ifh 
" I'O/.l hout the whole empire. 

Yet . r~ reafO!lS perfuaded them from putting 
L:is re(~t10n:il·''1'raA:ice, the chief of which were 
th"" ~ even ftjveral among the learned were dUTen
ret'S from this new efiablilh'd doClrinc, for they 
~ Cl at lhake off' the prejudices they had lucked 

In: bdides all the people were wholly bia{s'd in fa
vOQr 6t idols, fo that. their temples could never be 
pull' down, but infurred:ions and diflurbances muil 
necelfarily enfue. They were therefore contented 
\Q adjudae at Pekin all the other [.ets heretic« 

..... ~ l (whi<h 
.'--"" ... 
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~ 42 Qllur ning t t Ancient on Motltt;n 
(which they flill do every year) without fet . d l 
felyes effectually to ftop the praftice of them. 

T hefe new books compoied by their mort·~ y 
roen, and hOllour'd by the emperor's own ('T!O~ 
tion, were greedily received by every bod '" SOlll: 
lik'd them, bccaufe they dcfrroy'd all forts 0 J '., 
and thefe make up the gI'?lte1t number of . ~:r 
Others approv'd of them, becaufe the religion w ch~ 
ihey contain'd wasfo very liult:', ~t it coft thtlm no . 
pains nor trouble to prntl:ife it;. $a: thus \Vas the fed \ ' 
of the k-arneJ form'd1 of whom one may juftly {aYt 
they honour God with their mouth and ",;th theit_ 
lips, for they often [1Y, that we muil adore and abe 
H eaven;. but th!:'ir hearts are diftant from him, fee-
ing they explain thde words in fuch a fort as deA:roys 
the vt ry being of God, and fufles all fen(eof religion. 

Tlll1s this people, fo wife heretofore. fo ftl ll of 
k nowledge, and (if 1 m3Y ufe the exprcfficn) of the 
fp:rit of God , nre now in thefe laft days miferabJy 
f.'l\lt'll into fupertlition, magick, paganifm ; and 
J:lfily. into :'!tht'ifm irfclf, falling by degrees: fiory 
by fiory, till they come to the very bottom of I 

building; becoming thereby enemies to tb.lt n:=:iol. 

~
'h' _h they hud fa con fiantly follow'd, an, I rJboU\i
. to that very nature to which they now gfv~ 

(uch ' :gh en.comiums. 
T his is. my lord, an account of the prefell>-4:lt / 'O 

~hina. with refpcCt to thefevcrnl rclig~'t: in uJe: , 
for, as for the political honours which they p3.Y-mCUn
fucius. they are not divine worfuip, af'ld the: ~ . ,,,". -.
which arc call'd by his ml.me. :lre not tt'mpl~. hut 
houf~ for lcarnl.!d men to afl"emble in. .J w un~ 
ling to parlicularize their cercmonies, their 0 • • ., 

!Uld their mqrals; bcGdes that it would be ted O"i! ~.\)d 
endlefs, it ~ very diffic\llt to give a certain Aa;O\utt 

of them; becmfe the Bonzes do every day ml-omt 
~ew ~himfics, and, if they can but' live .u "b.tr 
~tlter people, 'h.~. by abufwll thern~ ~er.do OOl 
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f •• . "" .,. "":ether they exa&ly follow the dodrine of 
their p,redc!CclTOfS, which is in cited: neither better 

. \.nol~ from abfuniities than their own. 
" N~ng now remains, but that 1 give your emi
ncnce ah account to which of thefe fccts, which eli
... e tQe' kiAgdom, the emperor is men inclinable. 

hiS prince, who is naturally wife and politick, h:l.S 
• always kept in with the people. As he is upon a 

throne which tlu:..1eaA: blaa may fuake, he cndea
~ yours, as Cluch ~e can, to !1:rengthcn it by his 

people's love; he is fo far from provoking them. that 
_ h.e makes himfelf very popular. yet not to Cuch a 

egrtt as his father did, leA: he fhould bring upon 
". ~imfelf the Mandarines hatred; yet much morc tllan 

'did the ancient emperors, to the end, that he may 
as much as poff,ble fweeten that yoke, which a new 
government has put 011 their fhoulders. 

H e does therefore permit, or rather tolerate fllpcr. 
R:i6on -; he pays a great deal of tefpett: to fevera.! 
Bonzes of the firR: rank, who have behaved them
{elves well in any of the provinces. or at court; 

• nay~ he does his own temper that violence as to Ict 
~me of them live in his palace, thofe whom the 
princefs his mother had before brought:md cfiabJipltd 
there: but, tho' he thus favours their pcrfons, ~ 
no Dave to their opinions. H e perfealy und~nds 
ile.Joltv of them. and does upon fcvcral occalions 

laugh at.thar"'.,things which they enjoin for principles 
Or'religitm. as·extravagancies and fables, H e often 
f .. 'ii\is thofe wao fpeak to him of them to the miflio· 
surles: HMr, fays he, /boft fathrrs who r(%n fo 

-s.;e1i:-I km fllre they will nol he 0/ your mind. Qae 
day he faid to .father Verbiefi:, his mathematician, 
Why JIo- not YI)I4 [pealr of God 41 we do; People would 
be liJs fit againjl yallr reli,(jQn. rou ;pll him '!"im .. 
{cbu·, and we (all him Cham-Ii. Is;t nat the lam, 

.... tbiltK! /Pili )'OM Ilave tbe fiJI oj a;:gMJ wgrd bl&4UJi 
- • ;r: 4 ' P{'Pi! 

/.Om>," f.{1f!.4'l LJrI if 1It4W11; ?llD'U ~rvtttig".B(ltI'''''' 
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people giV! falfe inJrrprttol ;(JI1i of it 1 M,,'I~~. 
the father~ J know ,hal JOfIr -j :J~jt.fty fl' 
Ibe old tkOrilu of China. Wbifb ft'IJlYdl 'J / 
.haw Jorfal:en: tll:d, if wejhrfHld tiff JEll, 1tMJi.. J 
'tDOuld fancy we bl/i(".;( tlJ Ibty beJil'Ot ; r#lIt. 'if ~ 
majtfly will by a proc/nmalion publiddy UtI"" fbtf':'" 
the 'WOrd Chat/I- Ii jignifits the Ja,,~ in fffetJ, , at 
rbrijlians mean by Tim-tehu, ~ art read)' I, ffi#, ~. 
of an.v ont of them as fton as Ihe.;«tt't'. e liktd. 
the father's anfwer, but rear~ of fht~.biode;"d 1 
him from following his advi<:e. 

When the queen-mother Was dead. (bo~ wf-loi 
had the care 0 f the funt'ral committed to them, i\.'" 
formed the prince that it was nccc/Tary,. ac::otdina. ..., 
to ancient cu{l.om, to pull down part at t. I:ta>. 
wall, that the body might be carried thro· the rcacJ:h 
becaufe that the royal family would be ax-pcid to a 
great many misfortunes, if the body was C:tlfri d thrb' 
the ordinary palfagcs. rou tUJ 1Iollalk ratF ' tI/Jj! fat 
the em~ror to them, Jour btads art full .r d 'll4jilJ. 
Whal folly is it 10 tbillk my gtJod or bad forlit'" bpmis 
uptJTI tbe way by wloicb my 1IItJ!ber gOtS I' htr t \ 
II was my Imb,lt pble/! 10 loft b,,', and to fto;r 4t:! I~ 
f ort lit , afler fa grtnt a /tJj!, would ht to df/ll MI.,. Ltr 
-" btr litalh, by /tlptrjiitio!iJ riw and ritJtc:JI,ttJ.{I.. 

7't l»01 ·-s. Some time :\frer feveral maids of honour &n 
t he cmprefs Clme and fe ll at the emperor's fl:d, Jrid 
begg'd with tears, that he would ru~ Pl, wlN, 
had ferv'd the cmprefs here, ro follow hcr kto tTte 
other world, where their fervices mit;:ht h.: ned1bJ 
to her. H e f.'tid to them: I have tai:t l# C(.t.lIJDJ.;u 
a/rtad')', you Jutd no! thertfort put )'fJUr[tlvtJ II rorr/1 do fI 

trouble' about it. And, (or fear lell a ctuel ·taJ. rh' 
prompt them to lay violent hands on themfeh. . he 
commanded their hair to be immediately cut off; ard. 
~t they fhould be confin'd. When they II >e lbav'd, 
they fancy themfelves ufelefs, and unfit to me pu~ 
fo~ of auality in the other world. ' .. 

t • .. ~ 
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. . 
, TIi~ Cl<3n1ples are <:hough to let ~ (ee, that the 
empeit:lr . is very far &om giving. Jtimfelf up to all 

" fhc.r~Jar extJ'llvagancies. He honours Con
.fueius . as the fir{\: and wifelt plltlofopher in the 
world ~ in feveral things he follows cuLWm, when 

~
,, ' judges it much for his interelt'; at certain 

Imes of the year he offers facrifices in the temples, 
• according to ancient pr'ildice, yet he fays, it is 

only in honear.,.pf the Cham-ri, and that he a
~ dares no other ~ the fupreme Lord of the uni· 

verfe. Thus far the inltructions of the miffiona
p es itave work'd upon him. H e believes in one 

-' God, but fiate rearons, and the gratification of his 
:::J .'pimans, which are appofite to the fpirit of Jcfus 

Chrift. have never (uffered him to open his ey~ 
to the truth 6f the garpel. The rigidnefs and 
f'!vooty of morals, which this requires, oftentimes 
flops the moil refolute; and we fee every day 
perCons in the world, who have a greatne[s of 
foul enough to deferve the name of H eroes, who 
do yet want courage when they ought to behave 
themfelves as thofe who bear that of Chrifl~1ns. 

'" Neverthelefs, this prince would not have any 
pne think that he rejetts our religion for w~nt of 
courage. He told his mind to father V.tb..~ 
one day in thefe words : Tour law is hold. 1tl, 

, fllhatt'Ver dijfimJly was 10 bt u'ldergone, J fhould nol 
fl irt IJftt . miuute 10 be of it, wtre I ronvinmJ of the 
truth ~f it. If J'was onu a chrijlian, I mn pretty 
well Jali$tJ Ihal in tbree or j our years Ibe wbok. 
empire would hi fo tOI): For I am , tbeir majler . 

. We rftight have fome hopes from thefe fentiments· 
of the 'prince, if we were not on the other fide 
perf.nadCd, that the · love of plcafure. and the fear 
of giving occafion to fome revolution in the em
~ were not Almoft invincible hindrances to his 
conyerfipn. .' .. 

But • 



But who can find out the A1~ighlty:" I~'Ill:~ 
A nd who has hitherto penetrated 
ties of his e:ternal councils? A re not the 
the greateft princes as well as of 
people in his keeping? it is &om 
lund that all our hopes are which 
confounded an infinite number of idols, 
thrown many of their temples; it has 'W:->
TO}'S, minif1:ers of flate, princes, ~"onc emprcfs 
fubmit to the yoke of chrini~ty. Tho more 
the converlion of the emperor requires "raCles, 
the more worthy it is of the great power anG in~ 
finite goodnefs of God. who is caUed Great far 
no other reafon than for the great and mighty 
things which he hath done. 

Thus, my lord, if Europe continues to fend 
into China fervent and devout miffionatics, we 
may hope, that God will vouchfafe to m ·;e Ule 
of their zeal for the accomplifhment of th grt:i-t 
work. I am, in the maA: profound mann 

I -.... 

• 

\ 

My Ltn'd, 

lour EminmctJ mofl obedie"t 

~nd mofl hUN,ble &ruan , 

L. J . 

• 



'. '\ ' ,f LETTER XI, 

I ro["Mol1.fitUr Rorull,e, Co/mftl/Qr of $Jalt in 
Ordinary. 

• • 
~f ,be Ejlablijhment and P"K"fi of Ib, CbriJI;on 
~ - . Iftligio,! in C;h~. 

Sir, -....... 
~HE ardent 'Zeal, which you have always o,ew
~ ... eel towards eftahlilhing and promoting the 

chrifiian religion in China, makes me hope,. that 
~ · you will be pleafed with the letter which I now 

ptke the boldnefs to write to you. You will not 
only read thei'tin thore things which I have al
ready had the honour to difcourfe with you fo 
often about, but alfo many other ufeful remark~ 
wroch I hope may be worthy your curiofi ty and 
attention. 

It will. without doubt. bring you a great deal 
of comfort, by {hewing you, that your care, your 

'Prayers, and your bounty have been feconded by 
Heaven; and that, in contributing fa much ~s you J,.. 

have done to the convernon of fa many fouls, .,-ou. 
will at the end of the world be accounted a f.ather 

~. of many faithful. 
, But, in {pite of all that I can fay, you will 
not be made fenJible of the great good you do 
there, for it is with the greateR: difficulty that 
you are brought to believe you do good: you 
wiir af'" lean fee, that the fervent miffionaries, 
who for more than an age ha.ve laboured in the 
~d of the gofpel, are not altogether un
worthy their employment; and that the fruits, 
which they gather there, fhould be an encourage. 
ment to all Europe, to perfeCt this great work, 

.~ t hi:4 by ihem has been Co happily begIJn, ' 
• --._ - .. . Among , ' 

• I 



Among other things which ~he emperor t2i ~. 
againA: us, when difoourJing of th~ chriftiarl)!t:.·· • • 
on, this was none of fhe weakeft. If the ~fI"-
ledge of Jefus ehrili,( fays he (ometimes,) • 
cclTary for Calvatian, and if God defires t!i1 ~ .. 
tion of all men, why has he (0 long kept ij$ in.. _ 
ignorance and error? It is now above {i'Xtetn ~ 
fince your religion, the only way men have/ to ob-
tain Cal varian, has been enabli~ed ...l!1:: . the tvotld ~ 
we knew nothing of it here. ~ ":hi':;a 'fa i .. .cOl\'O' 

ftdcrable as not to deferve to be thought ofr .,-h· 
fa many barbarous nations have been cnligHt !kl 

The miffionaries have very folidly anfw th'5: 
objed:ian, and that with fa good a faC!! of TeaKHt, 
~id give ample fatisfadion to the emperor. I do not! 
here tell you., fi r, their an(wer j %0 do yourlClf 
know all that could be poffibly (aid thereft). But 
perhaps it will. not be tedious to you to Jet yp 
know, th.1.t Cbma has not been fa much ~ I, , 
as it thinks. vre cannot inform ourfelv Of aU 
that has paWed in this new world lince t J c.th 
of our Saviour; for the Chinefc hif1:ori rddop 
fpeak of any thing but what concerns pout' 

-l goverpment: yet the Divine Providence 'CW' 
. ~ !ufficiently juft.ified in this point, if it h:tJ ati-

ed for the Calvatioll of China no more t I 
come to our knowledge. ~ 

There is no doubt but St. Thomas prea~ tht; 
true faith in the Indies, and it is as eerr 'n, that r 
the Indians h¥l then greaf dealings with.the " f(\ 
to whom almofl: all India was tributolty. 1, if 
therefore very probable, that this aporue, t 1"fioUl 
the care of this Ilew world was committed, dld 
neglett: the bdl: part of it. which was then Q'luch. 
diftlnguilhed above the reA: of the eaftem 
Italy was above the wdtern in the rno 
ing condition of the Roman empire; fo pcr~ 
hap9' he himfe1f travelled there, or at !at ~r (oml 

'. 9f h~ followe~.. . . ;r ' 



Cbrijlian Rtligion in 3H 
which carries its own evidence 
receive confirmation, from what 

hiA:ories relate concerning thore times. 

I .~'~~~~~~~~~~;t~h:~a~t :~a, man came into China and H e was not an ordinary 
,,,;~:;;;,~adds the his life, his miracles, and his 
'-,' made him by aU the world. Fur-

thermore, .one may read in an ancient breviary of 
tin: 'ht4Tffi of ~ab:lI" wrote jn Chaldee; there 
:words, which are in -t he offite for St. Thomas's day. 
11 \t4.f by St. ,(homas's mtlmS, (hilI UJ( Cbiltt/t and 
.i£rDtop;am wert cOJWt1wd and Ullflt 10 the ~'nqw-

... . .Jt!iIgt oftSbt Jrulh .. And in another place, II wos by 
.sl. ctbomas, that is to fay , by the preach;ng ~f Sf. g-hf
mas, thaI tbe ~dlJm if heavell ftlmJ i"to Ibt empire of 
China. And in an anthem we read there words which 
~ow : 'The Indies, China. Perjia, &c, off" up, in 
'mtlt'w(J of SI. CJbO_lllS. tbt woifhip tilIt to thy holy 
1Iamt. We cannot tell what cOllverfiol1s he wrought 
there, nor how long religion flourifbed > but this 
is certain, that, if religion hath not been kept up 
in China "till now, the Chinefe may thank them-

':felves, who, by a criminal neglect and voluntary 
ftubOOrnnefs, did fo eafily part with the gift at God . ..J-. 

Neither is this the only time wherein our LOr ~ 
- hath vifited them. A great while after, that is, in • 

the feventh century, a catholick pAtriarch of the 
... Indies fent :miffionaries thither, who preached the 

-true reiigiofl, with good fucccfs. Altho' their hifto-
ry hath mentioned fomething of this, yet it is done 4 

i.n~ few words, and in fo careJc:fs and obf-curc: a 
manner, that we fhowd never have had the hap
pin~f beins: thoroughly acquainted with this 

.inifilOn, were It nOt for an accident which hap
pened a few years ago, which it pJeaCed God 

hting about, for the ftronger eftabliJhing the 
f;ith. thm...great empire. 

• 
In ' 



350 of iI" E;laBlifommt and Prog 'fJ 
In the year 1625. fome mll(oos digging 

gan, the capitaJ of the province of Xe'1 I Ii 
a long table of marble which had been 11~PtoJ",re 
ered:ed as a monument in the manner t bu.Ua 
them in China, and 'which time had tbu 'cd in m!' __ ," 
ruins of forne building, or had hid in d ie grou 
fo that no remains of it were vifible. T his aM 
which was ten feet long and fix feet h1:oad, ')'U 
very nicely. examined i the mo~Sic..:' ....... , :~ 
caufe OI l the top of it there was a J.vge aoa 
handfomely engraved, be10w which. w l\d: . ..z~g 
difcourfc in Chinefe charatl:ers, and aIDa lett 
which the Chinefe did not underftand ; they ~lIa 
Syriac charaCters. The emperor had nutice of It. 
and had a copy of it fent him, ~id nnan 
that the monument fhould be carefullyi F
a Pagode •• where it now is, about a ~ 
Sigan. The fubftance of the infcription 
table is as follows: 

4 There is a fiMl principle of all thingG, of a 
, fpiritual and intelligent nature, who created all 
, things out of nothing, and who fubliA:s in. t:hr;s.r 
C perC OilS. At man's creation, he endued him with 

. C~ wiginal jufiice. made him king of the univene, r: and mailer of his own paffions ; but the devil9 

C drawing him into temptation, corrupted his mind, ~ 
• and dilturbed the inward peace and innocence of 
e his heart. H ence (prang all thofe misfortunes ... 
4. which overwhelm human kind, and .. all thore dif-
e ferent faCtions into which we are crumbled. 

C M ankind, who fillce that fatal fill di4 always 
C walk in clarknefs, would never have (oun'd out 
, the path of truth, if one of thefe th ' Ol,-'S 
, of the D ivinity had not taken upon t~ 
, nature of man, which man, we call tHe Mtn""lI. 
e An angel proclaimed his coming, and to rime 
~ after be was Qom of a yirglll in J uda. it :Oli-
. • d:ulo~ . ' ,." 
~ AW"~ tllltJ'k: , . -

1 ' 
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WI birth was fet forth by a new fUr in 
eavens, Some kings., who obferved the flar, 

c It and offered prefents to the Divine Infant, 
th t fo the law and prediffions of the twenty 

ur P'lphets might be accompliIhed. 
, He governed the worlq, by inftituting a very 

, plain, fpiritual, and hea\'enly law. He ellablilh'd 
, eight beatitudes. He endeavoured. to dilfuade 
, ctL.. _~on_ ~ their hearts on the good things 
(0 this world, order to fix in them a love of 

.!.thofe good things which will never fail. He 
, ~ forth the beautifulnefs of the three principal 
Jl virtues. He ret open the gat~ of heaven to the 
'ju~ to which place he himfelf afcended at mid
, day, )eav~ on earth twenty-feven books of his 
~ dotbine, proper for the converlion of the world. ' 

Ide inftituted baptifm for the wafuing away fin, 
~nd laid down his life on the crofs for all men 
, ~.out exception. H is minifiers cut not off 
, their beards, but have their heads /haved, ex
( cepring a circle of hair which they leave on. 
, They have no fervants, for they make them-

J fdves fuperior to none, whether in the height _ 
, of profperity, or in the depth of afHi~ort .. ~~ , 
, ftead of heaping up riches7 they willingly unpii't :r 'J. 
, their little aU to thofe who are in want. They ./ , 
'fall, both for mortification of themfelves, and 
, in obfervance of the laws. They reverence their 
, fuperiors, and honour all good men. They pray __ 
, (even t:imts a day for the dead and the living, ' 
, They offer (acrifice every week to purge theIll 
, frodl their fi ns, and to purify their hearts. 

, ~en kings, who follow not this Jaw, what
, f~ they do, can never make: themfeJves truly 
, eftimable among mcn. In ~e reign ofTai-t~oum, 
, a moll wife and honoured prince, Olopoiien 
, coming A?m J udea, after a. long courfe of 

_ daoogtn by fca and land, at !aft arrived at Chi.,. 

~
- • . ' 'ia 

.. . 
• • 
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C in the yur of our Lord 6.86. The 
, having'l1otlce of jt. fent a Colao to m 
II in the fuburbs of the i.rqperia1 city. with 
, to condua: him to the palace. When h 
, the~ h~ law was examined-, and £be 
~ it acknowledged; fa that thf'f'l1 'Of"t """our 
, him, made the following (' ia-. 

, No particular ,name comprehend; <.he 
, neither are t he faints .fixed (Q 0 I... :> 

, are fcattered tbro' the- ~hOJt- "S-Vl-L.1, f. rh~-
, may be -univerfally·r A mao of Jull 
, exemplary vi[tue~ '~ rl,.\' ~ ol.tr co_u . we r 
, have .cxamined.his oCh1ne, and fo.und it adrut.' . 
• rabk, with no mixture of pride, and built upO!~. 
, thofe principles w.bich [uppofe the, WbtJd had 'a " 
'beginning. This law teaches thi' way of faJv¥ 
C tion, and cannot but be extremely -urefu] ~ aU 
, our {ubjeCts. 1 therefore judge it neceffary, ~ -
• it be taught them. Afterwards, he comrp,tffded 
c that a church fhould be built, and nominated 
, one and twenty perfons to ferve that, cure. 

, Kao~ -the fon of Tai·~oum, fucceeded hUn in 
• the year 65J, and endeavourul .-to make -that ~ 

-t~gi6.n flouriJh which his father .had received. He 
f" Highly hOllouttD. the bilhop of Olo.poiien, and 

; , built in -all the provincei churches for the true ' -'" 
, GOO; fo that the Bouzes fome years :after, be. 
, iug alarmed at rthe progrefs which chrifl:-ianity 
, had made, ufed all means to'fiop the ,courfe of it. .,. 

" 'The perfecution was .great, and o:.the number '1 of tlle faithful grew fmall, when our Lor¢ ra,ifed 
up two perf OIlS of extraord..ibary zal~ hp de .. 

, fended the faith with 10 much vigour dwtt ia 
•• a little time it recovered its farmer lull«: Tht 
• emperor on his part ih-ove to confir 1 it mo~ 
, and more; even fo ru, as to co~ Jiye 
• ki~gs to go to church, and proftra;e themi'd\ 
, before the altar, and to crctt other c/l,"'lIl" 

• _I 
• 

• 



.. 'of. the Cbrijlian ReliglO11 in China. 3~3 
.,. , WIlS to the honour of the God of the chri

s Thus the fou~dacio'n, lbookny th~ ftrug
w It:h the Bonzes ma.de, became m6re folid and 

, ... bette p.xed than ever. , 
• ' the ~e:l1l while the prince himfdf continued 

, to give great figns Of his piery ; he made the pic
:.o-iures of his predcceffors be carried to church; he 

offered himfelf -an hundred pieces of filk upon the 
.. .;1.1""...,· ;..-1 II!; y refpeCt to Ki-ho, a millio
< ~lary newly arrived out of J udea, and all his life. ' 

. omitted nothing t hat was neceRary fo t the pro- ' 
19 the gofpel 'in his dominions. Venmin. 
fucceeded him in the year 757. illhcrited his 

irtue as well as crown. H e built five churches . 
• He was f.tl1l0~r his other greater qualities as well 
~or his care oT religion. 
_ • ~ following emperors confirmed chrillianity 

~
c alias and examples. 'We can pray for' 

~hem thout fearing that our prayers will not be 
.. heard, , or they were humble and r.eaceable; they 

I "' .bort: with the fau lts of their neighl>ours; and did 
, good to all forts of men. Which is the true eha
• 'htaer of chriftianiry, and is the true way to make 
, {2ee and plenty flow into the ~reateft kingdom,,; -· "..~ --. 

Others of them were exerclfed in the works of . 
~. he brightdl: charity. the emperor So-t~oum of-
, fered . at the altar, and built ehurdiC$; betides he 
~ aJfembled togetner the prieR:s of four churchCSt 

all(l'for forty days ferved them himfeJf with great' 
C refped\ he red the f!09 r, c10athed the ' Ilaked ~ ( 
, healed the fick, and buried the dead. It is to keep 
C up the 'memory of their great aaions, and to Jet' 
~ poA::eri~now the pref~nt ftate of the chriftian re-
, lig!oll .Iere, that we. nave ereCttd this )l'Ionument in 
, the r.ear '78'l. 

This, fit, is a faithfu l epitome of whati rematk.
Ie in this !a~.~man: ofChi~ef:/antiquity . T~Ci 
~es, who ket:p It ~n one of theu- temples near 51-

ltv. , . Aa • gan. 
I ........ 
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~. hav.e erdted, over-againft it, a long 
Il}3l'bfe every way like it, with encomiums 
gqds of the country, to diminifu as much 
the glory which the chri~ religion rec~ 
thence. The chronicle of China con&fms, • lile 
order and fucceffion of the emperors, what tho n -
munent fays of it; but 1 am api'" th~\k, that 1t. ... 
virtues of thofc emperors me"e"l cd lhc:n;in rrt 6: 
a.\ted too much, fome of whom, tQ.- • 1ft r:,iJ 
h.ave done as much for paganif~ as' tllB r.; 1'1 dlq t 
d~id for chriftjaruty . However thal ht-. ;, isa _ ' ,1 

tellimony, that the f~th was p' ' ~"ae, ..... id re
ceived by a great many perfons. It flourilhed th.erl! 
at lcafr. an hundred [ourreare and fix yea~. and -~ . 
haps much longer, for we have n'!.!c;ooont of its fai
lure, for the very memory of it was loa; and,. Y'j'-<.Il
the new miffionaries of our fociety camrmther, 
they found no fign or footftep of ie. , ~--

It was in the year 1552, that faint X , n4 went 
thither in hopes to add this newconqueft to~he king
dom of JeCus Chrift. It feemed that g~t man 
l?ad m3de but an elr.'ly in t!te Jndies, and, if: I l11ay uCe 
the exprcffion, h¢ but ferveq an apprenticelh~.o 

~ ..that z.eal, which he wO,uld be petted: maner O~in 
-:: "Chlna. And furely M.oCes never had a moreard t 

defire to ~nter ~lto the Holy +-and. to gather . 
his pepple the temporal riches of that country t , than 
this ~pprue longed to carry into this new world the 
the treafures of the gofpel. Both one and (Qther 
died by the providence of God , in ;thrne wl1en th~r 

\ 
long voyages aI!d infinite labours feerned. ;ytfw~ by 
a great ~robability of fuccefs. " 

The fc~pture tells us, Mofes's death ~ pI/I' 
~~ tq him for his latk of fait~; St. Xivn--" lJ 

to be a reward for the abundance of his. G ad & 

mind to n::ward his zeaJ, his labours, aIld hit 
~qr; and was willing to defer, for a time, ~b.! t\>"!:-

ter>t of ~t which he defigned tOr t1h: ; ~ - ~ .chin • 

.-J 



his (ervao,t with 
Pt: procured for fa r;q:m)t natlOlls. 

t~e me of Sal1j:he.u, 9f ~ we fpeak it 
under the jurjf~ion of the prov.Ul,ce Qf 
it it well known, tbat .he lay h,1 the gr.pull~ 

,"on~s, all which ti",e God P}:efecv<d hiJp 
ufwl co,rt1lption; f~.ro hence he was ~rricd 

;.to Goa, where, from th, t tl.l;ne, he hath bee!) hQ
Iloured as t~ eCtor oj that plac~ and the 3P9ftJ.e 
ot die caCl:. 

'-..I.he touch of his body confecrated the ~ace Qf 

~
~~I. That inand became not only a fam,ous 
~ but alfo aD H~y ,Land. Even the hea~l 

.unoured it, and Red thither~ as to a city of m\lgc. 
In the m~ .. rime~es h~unted. thore cdalls, rqat 
a veiT'els d~.go thereabouts; fa that the ,ppce. 

'W~<:I.,' this facred tomb la;y, was quite unk~o\fo rP 
'<l;~pcans; and it is but a little while ago, -that 
they . vercd it by a particular accident. 

In th year 1688, a Portuguefe veffel which , com
ingJ"rom Goa~_ hacion board the governor of Macao, 
was fci1.ed-hy..a:-fudd,en gull.o wind, and tPrc to 
~e fuip drive towards thefe illands, do what hey / 

~
a. They caft, anchor between the ifles of an~ 

c and J.runpacao, which were fo near one an cr, 
t o make a kind of haven. Contrary winds,. COIl

. ~I~ing eight days, gave fath~r Carocci~ a )c(uit., who 

, 

was on board, an Opportunity of fatisfymg hIS de-
out refolutions. He went on fhore, and wJs re

folved, in fpitt: of danger, to go in fe:arch of the ( 
faipt's tomb. The pilot and moll part of th~ fai-
lars followed him, and they fearc.bed. the whole ifland, 
but '" n~poCe. 

At !.err t C~ an ~nl of the ace, 
imagining with..l!imCc:lf,_wAAt it ¥1l- wh;cJuhey Co 
ardently foughtal'ter, undertook' to ~e them, and 
led them to a place which all the mhabitants reve-

oced", ~ere he himfelf began to perform 
~ • " ~ a 2. actiont 
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could nbt underftand him, began 'to (e.trclt ' fdr ... 
fome fign or mark·of the fepulchre, and { u~ a It 
a frone five cubits lon(;. and three broad, uN . whidl 
were cut thefe words In L'\tin, Portug~fe, .~ 
and Japonnefe, HtJ"t Xavier, a ,t»I " "P4iQll11J, 
WIU burird. Then they an fell en it kn~ :JJl<1 
did with devotion kifs that earth~ ·wruch [he...tca1'!l 
and the Jaft groans of that apJ'~7\. ." ",,q.:l;M 
The inhabitants of the place ewe in and. foltow ~ 
the example of the Portuguefe • en the E~ ._ .. , 
fo r one of their veffcls came ta aua.chat in ttte flltJYi}
place, came thither to honour the faint. and p:-; • t 
a gre:tt while at his tomb. Father Ca cF:O (0 • ~ 
time after (aid .p1afs .in his Ponti~~~ .~hik 
two veo-eis, the Enghfu and portugt.'tr~ aid/. l 
times' difcharge their artillery, and ga-qe pf • 
their common joy. f 



ri Ion t Iglon In mao 357 . t IJ to prefeiVc the memory of that holy 
pJ:!ce y refolved to build a good {quare l'aU all 
low t . omb, and to dig a ditch to tecure it from 
aJL~un ions. In the midft, between thefe walls, 
they , t~ flone which they found overturned, 

'1\: uilt an allar, as a memorial of the auguA: (!cri
fie of the eucha rift, which had been offered up 
j Crf!, whic;h might a1(0 ferve to celebrate it upon" 

I~ain , if ei~. ascident or devotion fhould carry the 
!l1ln1 crs or Jefus Otritl thither any more. The ~ 

Ie of the place did them(elv~ aflill: towards the 
on this little work, and ihewed as much 

z I r t e honour of the faint as the Chrifti:lns did. 
:-1Us place is of itfelf very pleafant. You ((''C 

l ert a fm'ati~ extended from the bottom Qf a 
}ril on one 'fid~ which is a wood, on the other 

ens cultivated j a rivulet, which tums and 
I a ut, renders the ifland very fertil e. It is 
not Un! ired, as fome have wrote, there are (even
teen villagt"s in it. The land is manured, even the 
~vcry mountains; and the inhabitants are fa far from 
. wan~' _ the.. .necelTarits of life, that the growth of 
their' and is enough to carry on fum commerce. as .I 

,yO s hem a moderate plenty. '.. " 
a ~il1 eaGly p.mlon me, lir, for this (hort cr.- = 
ion c oncerning S~. Francis Xavier. A mimo-

nary C'Jn'c fpt.tk of him, without being naturaJJy in-
~ to enlarge about every thing that concerns tWs 
=. man. It was he, who fettled upon a folid foun
tiol) all the millions into the Indies ; and wno, in 

he Ian.. years of his life, encouraged. his brethren to ( 
enterprize tile great delign of the convtdion of Chi-
Qa. His z.eal palTed iuto their mu,ds ,aad hearts ; 
;,"'d, tho· t:- .0::1y body but Xavi~ though t i.t impoffi-
ble that the defign fh uld uke elfed:, the fathers 
Roger, PaGo, and Ricc~ all three Italians, did re-
Calve to fpend all their pains, and, if it were necef-
ia "l" U ~ in this gz:eat wbrk. 

• : , A ~ 3 • TIw 



358 Of the Ef/ablljhm'nt oM P"'g'.C(iI . 
The difficulties, which the devil :::~~~~~~ difcourlge them. They enter-'~one 

into the fouthem provinces. 1 he 
dbdrinc brought them auditors, and the 
th'eir lives made thofe auditors haveia 
opinion of them. At fir ft they heard thc.m 
pleafurc, and afterwards with admiration. Fatlla 
Ricci, abo,:c all, dillinguifhed himfe![h h~ roll a 

'underftandmg; for he was tbe!"5ug rii} . j'1 n •• 
in the cufioms, the religion , laws, and ~~lmit" 
of the country, all which he had ftud ied a low ~" 1e 
before at Macao. H e (poke their language lle Hi . 
and underfiood their writings perfe8:1y i this' I 
joined to a (weet, eafy. compJaifa."! ~r. !md 
certain infinuacing behaviour, wp.i~one bur him. 
fdf had, which it Wa& hard to reiiA:; hu ahov ~J. 
an .ardour which the H oly Ghcll in (j' 0 ~ 
workmen of the Lord's harveft; all this, (1If, got 
him the repute of a great man and an ;1f'O .... ~ . -

Not but that he met with a great mMY ~be in I 
the work of God. The devil overthrc his dim' .. 
more than once. H e had the fuperftirion r 1',J\t) 

... pe9pie, the j eaioufy of the Bonzes, and the' u· 
~r of the Mandal~nes to deal with; dl wbi b 

olencly oppofcd what he was about to dlllhJi!L 
he never gave over; and God gavehim per:(ntClaJ. t'! 

a virtue very nece(f.,ry in the beginning fucn en' • 
prifes as thefe, which always meet with oppoii:ion~ 
and which men of the heft intention5 It) the Mh\ 
fometimes let fal l, difcouraged fot \Vlll1t ~)f r:,,{a;, 
fuccefs t9 fortify them in the profecution ~ thtir 
defign. · • 

. Father ,Ricci, after many years f~ :II labbur 
had. at laft, the comfort of feeing the &OlpeJ fJourith. 
Be made many and mighty converfions in r.hc pro· 
vinces. The Manchrines themfdves 0PL'rl a,. 
eyes to the light. of our holy f.iith., ~~ch f1ut miffi. 4 
p~carried even;umoq:, l\S far as to the ~. tor.'-

' . I ""l!" 



9.!lWanli, then reigning, received him with $rtat 
refped and kindllefs; and, amollZ divers 

r··"Ej,fopij., curiofities, which the father prefented to 
fa taken with fome piaures of our Sa. 

th~ Virgin Mary, that he ordered them to 
up in an high place in his palace, as things to 

which he would have ::r. rcfpea {hewn. 
This kind welcome from the emperor gRined him' 

the .. Q;ood;p:u gf ai, the lords at court; and, tn fpi te 
ot the oppo6tion of fome magiftrn.tes, who, accord . 

~
. to their culiom, could never deal handromely by 

(er, he bought an houfe at Pekin, and gained 
. a foundation and eftablilhmcnt there, as hath 
J«n finee tne fuppm:.t of all the millions into this 
empire:""-~ - ~_ . 

- Religion was~ this m~s known (an1fwithout it, 
it d have been impoflible to have fIlpporfed it; ) 
:hus it me into efteem, and was preached by the 
ntw \ti onaries, who made great advantage of fa-

, ther Ricci's firfl: labours. The court and all the pro· 
J vinces rcfOWldcd every where with that adorable 

name·, which the J ews heretofore, thro' the refped 
t:b,.t bore to it, never fo much as pronounced. to 
~'t r profe1ites, and which the new. conver~- :Chi: ~ 
IIs",-.\!,amed to their countrymen with a refpc!CTf'C'( : 

reater; for the European workmen l>eing but 
• w, gave an opportunity to feveral Mandarines, to 
-preach the gofpel, and there were fome of diem 

ho by their zeal and underA:andilli promoted the 

~~.:::J;::: t:eI:~::c~rr::: ro:~::e:~:: ( 
interrupted . for it is the character of truth, thlt it 
mak ilielf enemies! and the lot of the chrillian 
rtligion always to be perfecuted. Providence being 
defirous to try the fidelity of thefd new chriilians, 
and to re·inBamc lbe zeal of their miniJlers, permit-

,f'j'i'f..r;. • ' I. : ...c Aa+ ted 



ted the' priefls to oppofe the preaChin~~'l' . /" 
gofpel t hat it very nea r can)e to pal '1 t • 

cabal Bonus, fqppoltcrl by feveral I J.r :\~ 
rines, by the dcAruCl:ion of fat her Ricp.;. 0\ -

thrown in one Olinttte the work of fevcrnl yt ~ .. 
B~t the greatdl danger to this holyflma" If! ' . 

million came from his own brethren, I mean t e eu~ 
ropean chriftians. Some PortugueCe of Ma • Ml~ 
ccnfed againft the jefuits, reJolvoo to~fho1 them. 
in Chin.a, altho' with them they dertrO~ .... ~ .. ~ 
tian religion there. T hey could not bll~knO~ 
what the holy intentions of thofe fathers W 0-\. 

going thither; yet they accufed them as fpl 
under pretence of preaching the gofpel, fecretly to' -
Ilaged a confpirr.cy, and had a ddi.gn ~~ ~ 
China by the force and affiftance ~ne J3ponm&, ' 
H ollanders, and chriA::ialls of that country. 

It mull: needs be 3. great amaztment to o.r: bno:! 
who obfervcs the rage and bittemefs of :h,;/"ornIlC 
brethren, who, altho' engaged by their KM\ til 
p ropagate the work of God even with t 'c s .f 
their lives, were yet reColved to delhoy it hy rueh 
vile and falfe afperfions. 

\, ~ This ridiculous ftory, which was fet f\1rt- ,m 
'\.~d v;olence, and built upon fome cirtumtbJ,ct"

which carried fome fhow of truth, eafily fo d'cn.\li ~ 
among the Chinefe, naturally exccl1i\'cly fal(jjOctO<!(\1'~ I 
and very well farisfied by a long expericnce~ tha 
leaft commotions or rebellion mi~ht brio th I 

powerful empi~ to ruin. _ 
The perfecution was very fharp. the weak (: 

ftians were fcandulized, and did apolUtiu: 40m the 
fuith. Father Martinc'1 was taken up, ,npri(untd,r 
and baftinado'd, till at length he died thr"~ I-lir f· 
ments: and, if this ac('afation of the chriili11'h :w! 
ever came to the knowledge of the cou~ It i,
F."0bable it would have been fhc utter o,'~ 
f¥ilianiry he... !lut our Lorn 'f\.P.~. e 

• , 



its bud, and, by the means of a Manda,.. 
friend of father Ricci, gore ~ 

tuU1,on, and liberty to the cvangelidl work-

, i>j~::;:~~~ furmounted a great many obftac1es of 
t1 preached the gofpel to an jnfinite 
number people, this fervent miffionary died . 

.f The heathens judged him the wifcft and moA: under
'" ftanding flJ.~ his age, the chrilli.1.ns loved him as 

,~ .... ~ I-A~Cr; and the preachers of the gofpel made 
. a model whereby to form themfelvt5. H e hrtd 

. of dying ill the midft- of a plentiful 
but was dillurbed, that tbere were (0 few 
to get it in; fa that he recommended no--

1I,~mellly to his brethren, who affiflcd 
his lall'fi.k.nefs, than to receive with all ima

and comfort all thofe who ihould come 
of their labours : If fbty find, f.'lys he to 

f~~:~;~:~:~:';h:ty~ arrivl hert, criffi; from the enemiu . , do yOIl !wttltn the Mrttrnefs of them, 
, of tbe moft wukr friend/hip, and 

.1. 1 'njla"ltd (harjJy. 
c.hurches of China, of which he was the 

r. • iupJXlrt, were ihaken by his fall; for alth'\' the ~ 
n' for {orne years afterwards !hewed ~ 

t hat favourable to the chrillian religion, yet, ill 
there arofe agaillft it the cruelleft tempe{\: that. 
~er yet Cuffered. It was occafioned by one 

\':f lriucipai Mandarine9 of Nankim·. They 
cit I:lf fet IllPn the pa(lors, thereby the eafier to 
dlrerfe the Bock. Some were crucJJy beaten, others ( 
bal'lilheC.j aImoft all im.prifoned. and carried after
wards to Macao, after having the honour of {uffer-
ing a V:.,;~(al\d injuries and reproaches for tpe.love of 
J<fu. Chrift, • 

The teJnpeft lafied ne:i.r fix years; but at !aft the; 
,pcrfecutot, being .himfdf accu{ed, was, by ~.~ 

J.~~j(1f 
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. ...J.u'dgment, deprived both' of his offico; and 
Ilk. HjI death gave the chriffians 
who} a)t'er that, multiplied more than 
the l!lbours of a great many mifli'onanes. 
about this time t . that the right revere'ld r~~~~ 
the order of St. Dominic,k joined with us j ' 

whom do at this time labour in China. wi 
deal of zeal and fuccefs. 

About this time father Adam &h~G';u,,,., .. 
appeared at court, and added a new luftre to enn !.l 

oity, which had but newly fpra.,g up again H/ 
was perfeCtly !killed ill mathcmaricks, and p);-;~ ~ 
of his knowledge therein to obtain the emptr" 
kindnefs ; he was, in a little time, fa highly in. ,J 

emperor's favour, that he thought he lbe~ be ftblc:. 
by his own intereft alone, to efiatfufh t h,e chnl . 
religion folidly. H e began to make ufe aT h • 
reft with good fuecefs, when an infurredi,- over
turned the whole government, and with i aU h' 
promiling hopes. • 

This great {bte, whof\! power feem to be. 
enough to fecure it from the mon violent 1D«k. 
whatever, was made fenfible th~n, that thttt is 

"'-thit].g conltant in this world . Some:: robbtn: 
lileFt'bgether, by the accefs of multitudes of 
contents, who joined them. formed vaP ~it5 
they burned towns, and plundered whole provine 
China prefently changed its afped, and., from .tii ~ 

r man flourilhing empire. became the A:a~e for 
moll: bloody war. Never were there feen (0 mallV 

\E. urthers and barbarities. The cmper(\r, !; rut 
prifed at Pekin, ftrangled himfelf for fear 0: t~lItng 
" to the hands of the vid:ors. The ufurpa 
{dOn drove out of the throne by the Taftu ho 
fciz'd upon it. T he princes of the blood, who IA 
different places were proclaimed emperors, we:e an
~uilhed or killed. Then llU' the Mlmdarul 1'01<, 

. ·t 16p . .-.......... 
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C-"-Rian 3 
IlL· fur Tartary, othe .. "~iberty~ 

o.:.t,- '. on the fighting trnd in ho~'S 
"...,~r;, .. ~ -priv .. te fortunes from the pub ruin. -
~ , 0; [here lafi: were rather manfiers than men, 

;wb 'Ylt\,l ban(i es to all that licentioufuefs. which 
the m inhuman £rueJty and barbarity could prompt 
them ,nude whole provinces de(oiate, and lhed 
mo te N.ood to f.ttisfy their brutality, than the moft 
afT' ,iti,,'~..:e in the world would for the conqueft 
of 1U1 emptr.:. 

digion, whK-b groaned arrtidft thofc troubles • 
. die comfort neverthelefs of feeing many great 

r~ tl >JIll ed. one emprefs with her fon were 
apt l!d e: er of them lived aftertheir re-

ceptll.n;o ~ l:.~ . the fruits of which they could 
"mreuJ"'Y I7\n 111 the other world . Laftly. the Tar
ttn.-....!>y their valour, and by a condud: equal to the 
~ljcr of ancient Rome, made themfelves maflers of 

. China, and, in a few ye:u-s, obligetl. all the provinces 
to {ubmit to a foreign yoke. 

Then we thought religion'S cafe defpcrate; but 
God. " ho needs not the affillance of men, when be 
}' th a mind to hlpport his own work, illfP~·red on ~ 
f1 (1, len thi .. new prince with :l greater aff'edion for t 
( . n religion , than we dared hope for rom e \ 
Ow ..::;. emperors. H e not only took away the 
'O-ftrument of the mathemancks from the Maho-

It!c. which they had poffcffed for 300 years, and 
£" '1: to father Ad:tm; but by a fpecial privilege . 
It fi; ttted "that father to apply himfelf to him ft' m-

e.: e1y in all things, which concerned the millio. 
,r '~1 without fir{\: pailing thro' the formalities 

the courts of juA:ice, who are very fevere to fl: • 
gers: This lignal favour, joined With many odien, 
raifed up the courage of the chriflians, and gave the 
heathens greater liberty to clofe with the true reli ... 
gum. Many. perfon' of the beft quality at Pekin 

. 1!ef1!1'4 oaptilin; the provinces f9119w'd ;he ",ample. 
~ :: ,r .. pf 



of the court, aud the harveft became fa 
tt.t th~ 'YJtkmen were too few to ~thcr 
... Thof7,fwho were emRloyai th.c:rem, i.i>lup/K.;,il." 
ruch an hearty zeal, that we do at this 
the eff"ed:s of it. There found 
nent vittu~, prudence, 
had formed during the and wapi, ~d 
which the Spirit of the Almighty $irew out of th~ 
chaos, like fa many fl at'S, to £hed forti:l....l.h! jpt.+ of' 
the gofpel, unto the moll: hidden parts 0 I I~' v;\t( 
empire, accompanying their preaching with II 
and wonders. 

Among thore extraordinary men, father FA *' ~ ~ 
Frenchman, diflinguifhcd himfelf above the t:ft'. • 
1 had the happinefs to t:lrry (orne time ia ~~. 'l~~ 
vince, which was allotted to his ca~nd 1 havG, 
after fa many years, foun4 the precious remail1!1 thfle, • 
which are the neceffary oConfequcnccs of ho ... b(f&~ 
Thore, who were witnelT'es of his ad:ions, ttQ ~ . 
their children the miracles which he wrought t<J OQ~I~ , ., 

fum them in their faith; and, altho' one need n be
lieve all which they relate of him, we cannet "~4 
thelefs deny. that God did in many occalian" ¥-iVe 
~n extraordinary concurrence in (everal great t~ • 

WhK+I"be. cnterprifcd for his glory. 1 
It is worth knowing after what man11l!r he fou (J 

the minion of Hanchum, a town of the firA: rallk " 
Xenli, two days journey di(bnt from the capita) H~ '- , 
was invited. thither by:l Mandarinc, and a fmaJJ rt.lm~ 
her of chrillians, which he found there, 1l1(I.de him l1':e 

¥
ore laborious to increafe their number . God put into 
s hands a means of doing this which he nev -
:ted. One of the great boroughs, which in China 

are bigas the towns, was then over-run bra pm4 
digious multitude of locufh:, which cat up all the 
)eaves of the trees, and gn~wtd the grafs tq the \-r:ry 
rqocs

1 
-
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:{ If Ibt Cbrif/iflll Rd;g;on' in China • • l6S 
• , • he ·nhabitants, after having ufed all~' aginablY'-" 
.jn tho ght fit to apply themfelves 0 fatKer .. 

Faber, fe repute was every where talked The 
father Oak from thenccp.o OCcafiOfl to explain the 
principal fll'tRer:ies of our faith> and added, that, if 
they would fubmit themfelves thereto, they fhouJd' 
not only be ddivered from the prefent plague. but 
that alfc they {beuld obtain innumerable blefiings, 
.. .., ..l ~--mppjncfs. They embraced it willingly, 
and the lUther, to keep his word with them, marched 
~ony into the highways, in his {laIc and his 
~Iioe; and {prinkled up and down holy water, 
~ompanying his ad:.ion with the prayers of the 

'" chure". WJt cfpecially with a lively faith . God heard 
the voice~is (crvant, and the next day all the 

' infeds uifappearcd. 
Bu\ the people, whore minds were wholly bent 

p n the things of this world, as foon as they raw 
t rr~lves delivered, negleded the counfel which 
t:he- 'iHlionary- had given them. They were there

C'! immediately punifhed, wd the plague grew 
c than it was before. Then theY accured one the 
~ their want of filith; they ran in crowds to /" 

.l'I t~er's houfe. nnd calling themftlves af hii fte.v.'""'" -

.~" Ulnotrife up, father, faid they, tili you have I"' 

~rdo",ed us. We confefs our fault. and protelt, 
~ J£ you will a fecond time deliver us from this 
iaI(m with which H eaven threatens us,. the whole 

t llOT<l\ISIt will immediately acknowledge your God, 
whq alone can work fuch great miracles. 

TI n father, to increafe their faith, made themi;ll 
a~ while. At laft, i'nfpired as before. he fent u 

pr .... yet, and fprinkled hiS holy-water, and by: 
.:l ay there was not an inted: to be found in the 
fields. T hen the whole borough, being brought over 
to the truth, followed the guidance of God's holy 
Somt; they 'Scii aU in&ruaed omd formed intQ a 

Urclr; which. tho' it was abandoned for fome years. 
~! ; ~~ ~ 



~_ !li~'11 ckooed one of the devouteft: 
~na. "- ".til 

... r. fay alfo of this futher, that he ~)eeo '---
riep over rivers tbro' thf air, that they l \'C ctn 
him in an extafy, that lie foretold hie: OWI\ d: 
and did feveral other {uch wonders; but the gr<'""lt 
miracle of all was his life, which he fpt!)t in the con
tiuual exercife of all the apoft:olical vi~, in It pro, 
found humility, in a revere mortifica~ ::t {ebtloo. 
patience, proof againfl all (orts of injuries, ttl .:Lin
ing charity, and a tender devotion to the Mo 
of God, all which he prad:ifed to his rl~~ ; "0 
the edification, and, J may' fay. the admirauou~,:p, 
of the idolaters. .. ": 

While chriftianity fpread irs root~rh h 
out the provinces, it flourifhed every day D)O~ ar.~ 
mgre at Pekin; the emperor did not {cem far &om 
it. H e came often to Ol,lr church, and ld dt.a't 
adore the divine Majdly ill {uch an hUILH :: m.ui
ner, as would have been commendable iJ · ~ dtri
fiiall. There are flill writings from his OV'II hani!, 
wherein he .acknowledges the beauty and the rwitr 
of ou.r holy law; but a heart fet upon (enfua.! tali 

.,gU!)l~Ver follow the direClions of the Spirit. \ 
(ather Ada,m has bce:n preffillg upon him: Y 911l'l,' 
frud he. in tbe rigbt; but bow can )'Ou exptl1 IbM ~ 
0111 jho~ld be ahIt 10 pratJi,fo aU theft laws? '['lIAr II\£,C 
I W OOT l.bu t of!.bt diflic.~lltft. and, after tba ; ~/"'J '-... 
we fJtay agree to tbt rt}l. Thus this young l'nltf'. ' 
vidcd bet~ the voice of human nat''''~ and S~ 
t,h0US.h~. tPat we rnightfavour nau,u-e at t L: 'Ii ~ 

~
reiigion 1 but the fathF gave him t\) Wl l 

at we were on ly the publifhers, npt the auth res qf . 
.die ofpe!. ~evertheldS. my lor4, ys" 0 fatfJer 
t.o hun one.,day, tho' we pl'upofe to the cOmJ~ '.:.ocll 
,a bQd:y of morals. which fwpafs their (orca tq ~.., 
:ply with, apd myfteries ,w,Aich,i1t6 abovet¥r rcarc;lrL 
.to 'tomprehmd, we dli pot {roro .tht:Q~e d i . 

~ 1- ; 



r.-i.l. fbt hri [Jan nglon in lOa. 367 
~ J)l our doCtrine r~ived; becaufe we d~'t by hi~ 

, rd~ho can enlighten the moil darken unrlcJ • • " 
pding'l'~ ftrengthcn the jrloil Weak: na 

" ThefUdifficulties, whicp t'he emperor look'd upon 
\s infuPcrabk:, did not take any thing from that kind
hefs and rcfped which he bore to f.'lther Adam. He 

• a,Iways called l)jrn his father, placed :UW3.ys his 00116-
qenee in him : he made him twenty vifits in two 
y~~ ~ "6'rve him leave to build two churches in 
Pekin; and ordertd thofe, which in the perfecurion 

~.4 ~n dempliih'd in the provinces, to be rebuilt; 
~ granted him whatever could My ways COlltr;
bqfe tOWJlrds thefolid efiablifhment of the faith, which 
Without 4Rubt would have made an in.6nite progrds. 
h¥l not a ~t pallian changed the temper of that 

-prip,ce, alld took him away from us at a time when we 
had the maA: need of a prot:.tiiion: we may jufHy fay, 
t,hat bis death was owing to an c)(traordinary grief for 

.! tbe 10Cs o£ a concubine. This woman. whom he had 
taken from her hufband, inclined him to the worfuip 
qf f.aJCe gods, to that e¥.~fs. that he was wholly al
tered from what he wns before, as to his opinions of 
religion. And;it (hat time it was, that he fell tick, / 

~
'S)Jlind ~ng. full of notions fro.m the Bonze!"a ' -w.h0""""'". 

W"'....rmed In his palace, and being vehemently tor-
ltep. by his pamon, (0 th~t he could not get a 
rnept's rcll:. In the mean ,vhile, as he loved the 

~ fatber extremely. fa was he defirous to fee him onc~ 
.nore ~fore.he died . 

At this laW (lleeting the good 'mifiionary's bowels 
yem'd upon him. He was kneeling at the prince's 
hai's-fe::t, whom he had educated as h,is own fon! in) 
~opPi OJlC. day to make him head of the true ~ 
~e (.w hlfIl tJtet1: Imder the load of Il violent di£tem
per. diJ\ur~ with t£e impure {icfirq of unlawful 
loVt; giHrl QP t9 idols -and their prielts.. juft upon the 
mot of dqt~ , a~jj that death an eternal one. The 
~,who taw him in this concern, would not'Jet 
~ , ' h" 
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E}/461i menl and Progr" I 
~jm {pea lIpan his knees ; but raifcd rum 
h~~ Ii! 1afi: advice with fomewhat ij:fs n: 

· ... agai~(ihhalt ufuaI; d{dcred him afterwa .... :( 
fent of t~ and dirmifi~ him .,(,ith fuch . :u.'b ot 
tendernefs as touched him to the bottom of TUiI foul. 
of which he was the more ft:llfible, beallfc he DC\'tt 

could bring it :l.bout, to work in him a true con~rt" n. 
Jiis death was equally fatal to the Bonz.: he> 

were thereupon driven from the pala~.1 b 

true religion, which was thereby brought \\-;thUl a/, 
nail's breadth of deftruct:ion. Many churcl\4..'<; ~ \ 
upon the coa~s of the maritime provinces .,.~ ql,.' f 

flroyed , hy 31) edict: which commanded, thlt .-:tty 
body on the ~.afts fhould retire ten or elc:.v n.~ 
within land, anri;r.ciefi:"'y· ~ 1 1 habitati~'}1.11 th;tt 
compafs all round the coans, becaufe a famo ptn&t 
made ufe of them in carrying on a war a 'n il The 
emperor. They were alfojuft going to ruin ~1 
and order was given to drive [he Portuguci· \~ct .. 
when father Adam ufed his utmolt effort t (j It 
A t this time all his credit and intereft, whic.'\ h4 
employed fo much to the advantage of reli 
cd; for, itl a liule time, he became the ob~ at 
'moA: blood y pcrfecution that ever the church fiiUlt .... ~l; 

The four Maltdat:ines, who had the regent f ..1tJl'ltl 

the emperor's minority, moved upon differen (opic 
and efpeciaU y animated againfi. the chriftians. wh~~. 
this father was the main fupport. put him " -
of his companions into prifon. Other pre t. I 
the gofpel were fummoned to Pekin, Who wid'l 
the fame treatment, and were loaded each Wit 

~ha!n~. They burned their books, their be • 
~s, and whatever elfe carried the face-o ~u'O 
nevcrthelefs they fpared the churches; as of 
chri!tian flock, they met with a more mild u 

Thofe famous confefl'ors had the hono 
drassed b,for<: aU the feats of judgh,ent. 



cta7iJM Rcli.tiov In Ln"13. 
their enemies did admire thei CQum 

put they wezy above all moved by th Tera e ... 
.-cnrtditio)\Pf father Ad~ .. ;rhat venerabJe an, 

who buifa day or two ~n;. was the oracle of the 

Jou rt, -and . the favourite of a grear emperor, now 
ppeared in the form of a fl;w('. loaded with chauls, 

and oppreffcd with infirmities, dejcdcd by the weight 
and burthen of agt:, but much more by that of Clla 

lunytv. wh~Mabour'd to blemilh his innocence. H e 
had a fort of catarrh which hinder'J. him from 
~ak~li his dd"ctlce; but father V crbicft 'forfook him 

n~nd an(wered for him, to his eJ mies, in fo 
(enRble a manner, that the judges .COli not enough 
admireW ... conA:ancy of the penon ac fed, not the 
heroical ·~ of the pc.\{0ft' cfended him. 

--tIowever, as innocent as he was, he was condemned 
to be ft rangled. which is in China an honourable kind 
of death; but afterwards, as tho' they repcntc=d that 

.A"ney had not been unjuA:. ellough. they repealed the 
fentence, and gave another, wherein the f.nhcr was 
condemned to be puhlickJy expofed in the market
place. and be hacked. alive into ten thoufand pieces. 

T e fupreme court fent the fentenee t(.o the re- . 
g~~~:::n,an::;d to the princes of the blood. to ha"e it -
c ; but God, who had till then feemcd to 

rel in'luifhed his fervant, began to fpeak in fa
of hiS caufe by :t «,rrible earthquake. The 
hmd was confowlded at this prodigy. Everr 

iJoxly exclaimed that H eaven itCelf would punifh the: 
injuilice of the l11agiftnltcs, who therefore. to apeafe 
the t,>COplt, opened aU the prifons in the town. and 
made au £a of oblivion for all criminals, excePtl;?-g 

I the conferrors of Jefus Chrift, who were llillke 
in chains, a; tho' theY had. been the only viaims or 
whom H eaven had no concem. 
. But becaur~ E'ppeared dlvers prodigies. and in 
~ ~ c~med grc,at part of the court Of 
.~ at Iaft fear obtained t~ar from tbefe wuightoous 

• Bb.. judges, 
• 
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go, w ich innocehce could not. They (d. 

- A In.a tty, and ?:rmitted him to h",~"'-... 
his , till the emperhc lhouJd 
him. This great man bl~ifh'dJ indeed 
appearance, by an igrtomintous {entence 
never repealed ; but in tntth full of glory, fo!' 
d efended the honour of religion, ~y' expoling his DWJ1 ~ 
lif~ died a little while after, WOOl away by the: toil 
of an apoftolical life, but more by the lijrtdfhip~ iUul ,. 

inconvcnien9es of a troublefomc priCan. 
H is deat'\. was too precious in the eyes of God, to " 

be unaCCOm~Y'd with (orne lignal bleffing upou t~e 
forrowfu l re ains of perfecuted chriO:ianity. [ is 
true that the iRionaries of the provincet W'.:J'C bI.. 
llifued to Canton-;-7mmfg-(~l .;..:h three. .1~ lJomini. 
oms, one Francifcal1 (and another of the (:dtt.- oM~
died in prifon) and one and twenty jcfuits; }"tt four 
were kept at the court, whom the pro\;idence of 
God made \ICe of afterwards to fettle chriJ.l·lI.D.~f 
again in its priftine fplcndor. j 

God himfdf revenged the innocence of hl (no.- t 
v:ltlts. Sony. the fi rft Mandarine in the rtgtny. 
the .mol~ d..'\ngerolls enemy the fathers h • . n 
month or two after. The fecond, nanlect~ 
was afterwards indided and condemned II,) a tr :..I 
death~ his goods confifcated; hischildrell, in, r 
feven. hOO their heads cut off, excepting the. U\' ~ 
who was C\lt to pieces alive, the punifh t ~'~"h 
that wicked judge had delign'd for father Ad.'\m, "'1 
with which God chaftifed his crimes fn t perfoosof 
his children. Yam.quam.fio~ who hid Ii. 

_ \ ,c.hief inf'trument in the pc=rfccution, fared no- bit"';: 
~n them, for after the death of f.¢her .\.im. 

he was made prefident of the mathem . 1:.". .nd 
had the charge of the kalendar of the etlll~ • 
mined to him. Fllther VerbieitJS;:~cd )bn. t:f 
plainly made) appear the: jgnorm~ of1o th J II 
tm.thematici:ro. 

, ~ til 



. 'was a bold firoke, becnufe th prcq4~~s 
wu. very thong, and the fbmes which ad ' 

• faua..r the pet1etution :a"er not yet qucn ur 
tllings concur~d give fuccefS to tJilS cOler,. 

"-'\ prize: T.he underfbJl ing of the father, the kmd. 
~ nefs which the new emperor had for the Europeans, 
· but efpecially the particular providence of God which 

did fecretly manage this important affuir; for it is: 
Certain tlu>tr-in the feveral trials whereby they proved 
the goodncfs of our m .. thcmaticks, tt,heaYeJ1S did 

· fo clUct.ly agree with lvhat OIlr futhers ad foretold, 
eo;t.'I1'a:bove the certainty which ollr ta cs and calcu-
Juttons could promifc us, that it fee as tho' God 

~
ad uided the (l:ars in futh a cou as "''as necer. 

fary. i1m.q our ........; ___ It of them. 
prefident of the mathcmaticks ufed. his btn: 

cr.dea urs to defend himfdf; and; becaufe he could 
not hide his ignorance ill aftro!lomy, he el~deavourcd 

; 'to put upon the judges, and ,perfllade them that the 
du:illian religion contained much greater .errors than 
pw(~ he was guilty of. )n the midft of fame Jl).cet
lngs. where the emperor was prcfent, he behaved 
himfelf in fuch a ma.'1ncr as the em~ror cO!Jld 
fCai.cely bear with him. H e L'lid his hands ~rQfs( 
and cried out as loud as he could: Set bn·t, do UJ{I 
fP/tT1Jt whal theft j'tIJIIWJ atibn, IJlJd wbat tbfJ ~'QlJfd 
~t 14.1 worjbip l()(), a mail wbo waJ b(J1fgt4., II ptrff!l 
wb(l waJ ct'ltcijitd; I'll allY (In/' jHdgt bereby D{ I"fir 

ndn-jJanding and good finft. 
But all the.~ eXC".trJions fervcd only t9 diminith his 

own credit. T his wicked. pelion, more ~q;I....b:le 
for his crimes than for his ignorance, lQA:)Us c~~.2 _ 
"nd was condeqmcd to death. Not'(l'ithllandip~ 
~peror (pfpeuJ!q:I the exesutiqo of the ~ntencc l,y 
""""" of ~is e'l"}9ljli9"')' olP "ll" bj;!,G!ld himJ~if 
~)l:CCl.ltad ll;l~teQce f vc,ngqn~. ~l~ fD19!O lrum 
with ""~iblftioe,,. IIj1I! , ,by his (Qf'9)1'~ ,",,,h, 
i4<Jj,w<rffif iigiqn f!JIll) t9i>}wl!!l .. ,Q£.· Q i~lIi!y . 

• B b 2-. • Then . , 



372 and ProgrtJs 
r'~ care of the mathematicks was 
j to • er Verbiefl , the ancient 

• their old chu~es, but forbid to 
I t~ huiI new ones, or to ~om in the 

thj:t-Chinefe. L ·dtly. to magnify our 
memory of f.1thcr Adam was mightily 

• at court: he was publickly jL:ftified and 
charges and titk's of honour were remandex.l 
and his ancefi.ors made nobility. The empe r him· 
[elf 3'\ "'!t ~'Xi confiderable [urns of money to Puild 
him a 1t..nc:1 ~uroleum , which at this prefeT\t is to 
he (~ .. Ln r~ ,,"f., fepulch rc, adomed wit! tt.tue; 
and fe\' .:r...) rb! fl"lI.rC'C: , according to the cullom 
of the COUl ' ~ 

Thus it is ';,lI.-, "1'\"":', (<'Jntin vit1iitt1d~ 
proves the conO:ancy ,,( th faith lnl hy pet~~ 
and encourages them a~ 'n lw punifhing 'thelt ~e. 
rutors. This happy peace, .". hich the church gaineq 
thro' father Verbidl's means, encouraged the miffio· 
naries to repair that damage which hell had Ii 1'. 

BeCtdes the jefuits, there were feveral fathers Ot he 
orders of St. Francis, and St. Augufl:in, who Q1t~d 
into the .Lord's vineyard. NeW' eftablifh tnC21 crt 

. gained every w here, and, notwithftanding any pnJli. 
bitiol1, a great number of heathens were converta:! 
to the faith, being more afraid of etemal punifhm~:". 
than of that with which the lnws: of man ftt'lll\"fl ' 
threaten them. 

So ardent and fo hatly a zeal will perhajllt m 
you amaz.ed; but beCtdes that charity is : \",1), ~ 
zaroous, many things contributed to connnli th.,rc. 
who might elfe be afraid of f.1.t:ll confequell . ;. 

- ~ of thefe is the great authority whicll,.& ' I,:; .. "'iO ;d~ 
• nnties have acquired at court in a (m,,1 tim~ E ~ 

dally the emperor is fatis6ed that tbq tftfpift 
nours, and that at home they ) 4- ~ !b:r'!! Is 
Tpe prince is inform'd of ':h; v. ~ t it ill 
impoffibl~ he fhould be decei ¥u... hid mfo 

• • 



of Ih, Chriliiall Religi," in China. 3 - 3 
~. t ' from fpies, of all that paiTed in t~ir hOliCes, 

ev 0 nicely as to know j tbeir morci6ca~1r.'lnd 
!orporEll\ penances. /' 

~ 
H ed cnc!s alro to the P.tthers hou(es a young T artar, 

of good parts, under pretence to leam philo(0l'hy, 
but in reality to difcover the meA: fecrct things in 
their fumi\ies, and to be himfclf, 1 think, an ocedion 
of offence. H e flays there a year, wilhout bowing 
what the prince's inrcnriol1s arc. who, h ving fent for 

.. him into his prefcllce, commands him tell him all 
the ~rjvate diforders of there fathers, nd cfpccialfy 
hQW t hey have behaved thcmfdvcs towards him. 

nd wh~n t11C«C young men conftantl bear tefl-imony 
o ! e.lh~rs Innoccpre • • l.k well, ta),s the 

~"""IIlI;'i/r, they have Ilopp'd your mouth with prc4 
fems, ut 1 know a w'l.y to open it again. Theil he 
makes him be feverdy flalhed at fever:al times, yet 

·is not the pain enough to make the ymmg Tartar 
fpeak againll his confcience ; which plea[es the prince 
mightily, who wouJd. be dill:urbed to find himfelf 
deceived in the idea which he has formed to himfelf 
of thefe ferv~ll t miflionaries. 

This obliged him afterwards to take their put in an 
:!1Tt-mbly of the Mandarincs, [orne of which do not 
ell:cem the miflionaries becaufc their outwarJ carriage 
~eems fo good. As for Ihal maller, fays the empe· 
ror to them, Heilb" you nor J can find fault with 

l-Jhcm. Afttr all Ihal J can do. 10 gel information, J 
am per/uaded.tbat thofe people !tarb tlJ no{hillg but 
whaJ lht1l1ftlvts pralfi/t, Iwd (bty art indeed as rnod(jl 
as they 4,Pptar oulwQrdly If) be. 

• T he fecond reafoll , which engaged the em~r~ 
favour tht miffiollarics, was the great underA:a,KIUlg 
of father Verbieft, who ~l a fmall time was reckoned 
the iearneJefl. man in the empire in all faculties. H is 
reputati~ where fpread abroad , and ,!pon 

ry• o[cafion('''his opinjon has the repute of IUl 

tI.; Some Mandarip.,. o~. day (peaking of : he 
• • B b 3 T nnrty • 

• 



374 Of the Ef/.61ijbmenl a/lil Progreft 
Trininr. ~ au! ufing it as a. fable. one of them fa" . 
.( do i'1fi),kf'cw what the ch'rjJIians 11UlUl. and a as 
much puzzled (If )'011; bui"'/aJh" Ytrbirjl is rf thaI t
opinion; what fa) ),o!t /0 thai? Ga/J a ,,{en of his 
fmft and ttnderjlanding tr.iftakt? They all held their 
tongues;. and feemed to yield to this reafon. So true 
is it that the life of human leaming is fa far from 
being (as fome think) oppolite to the fpirit of the 
gofpel, that' (omet,imes furves to eflablifh it, and 
to render th .... , o~rcure myfteries therein credible. 

The d;lll\i n is that hearty love whlc11"the 
emperor bH:" ' . nliffionaries have for him. It 
is true th'cmil l1 ~ 't nothing Whir.!l they tronJ;, 
will plcafe him ;. ~~ thz 'maA: jh:r;f.lliJe 
a:ld rcfolurcagainH. dl,,:~'~:utl thing (ontmry . 
relig;on, fo are they til t .1100: complaifant and ready 
to comply with all the reafollable teqlleA:s of the 
emperor. A rebellion which happened at this time ' 
put it into father Vcrbieft's power to co the' crown 3 

(.Qnfiderable piece of fervice. 

r • 

• 

Oufanguei, that romous Chinefe general, who had 
brought tlle Tartars into the empire. thought he ~aq 
then a·good opportunity to drive them out again. Reo 
was naturally courageous, and in Xcnfi commanded 
the heft of the Q lj'nefe l'oldiery. atld had got toge· 

_ther a vnfl: deal of money. This made him (et ut;-. 
to be emperor, and made him believe he could eafilr .. 
compa(s his defign. And indeed he (0 order'd hi~ 
mntt(>n:, that he made himfelf prcfOlliy mailer of 
the three great provinces Yunnan, Suchven, ami 
~eycheu; afterwatl.!s a grtat part of the fl rovinO; • 
.Qlouq\l:ltll acknowlet.lgcd hlril; fa thllt there paf 
reffion~ ana Xenfi, whi~'h he in pofl'dl1On l g60d 
while before, made him llr:&11tT tit 1l1nwft a third bf "-
China. -., C! 

There conqbdls reemoo to ' ~ m""'''''"'' 
hinl, lieCilufe at the f.'lme time the I'tI 

IW'i ~d I'llki<n follolV<\:l hi> !llI!\1>pk. 



on that fide a-'l{lighty ; and her,d", 
pirate, with a great fleet, attackc\t, and, in 

a~fi,')Wavs. rook the ifland Fonnofaat the faille time. 
this would have ruined the Tartars, if 

ey bid all concerted their bufincCs together; but 
loury, which docs often overthrow the firmeft 

.. leagues, ruilled theit proje& . The king of Fokiell 
fell out with that of Formofa, aJ~, to prcferve him
[elf from being damaged by h~ fleer, made hi. peace 
with the emperor, who gave him file tfbnce as 
-that he made his party good. The ki of ~3.m
rum,' being unwilling to be any ways tier the di
rcaion or command of OUf.'lllguei, [bim, and 
P:' h' felfu~rtheprotedionoft Tart'.trs, who Ir their t'i: '.. ..\.;-.1- rebel, more 

",~,!,,¥le than all the reft together ; for he was 
mailer f the weflern provinces, and the (uccefs,which 
IUs troops had hitherto met with, gave them heart 
and courage enough to undertake any thing. 

After the emperor had tried many feveral ways to 
no purpofe, he plainly Caw that it was impollible to 
force then} from the places where they had intrenched 
without uting his great artilJery; hut the carmon 
wh'Kh he had were iron, and fa heavy th:1t . t bey 
,dared. not cnrry them over fuch neep rocks, as they 
muG. do to come to him. H e thought father Vcrbiefr 
.Qight be afftftant to him in this matter; he com
manded the' father therefore to give directions far 

-uftiug fame cannon after the European mawler. 
The father ptefently excufed rumfelf, faying, that he 
had lived his whole Jife far from the noife of w .. r~ 

. that he was therefore little infuutted in thofe affairs. 
-He added alfo, that being a re.ligious, and wholl~ 
employed"in the conCttl\S of another world, be woUld 

~ pray for his mlljefi:y'6 good,fuccefs ~ ,but t.hache hum,.. 
~ hly begg~~ ""'jelly would be pleafed to g;ve 
, j,;m leav ot neer" himr.lf w;th the jinrWe of 

. . *<l4. . 
IH.. ThQ • 
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The fl}thcr's enemies (fol/a Oliffionary lis 

without lome) thought that no\v they h:td an 't"wv- or 
tunity. to undermine him ; they perfuaded I~ 
perot, that what he comhlanded the f.tther to d.., 
was no 'ways oppofite to the will or intention ofth 
gofpel; and that it was no more inCOllvimk>"t 
him <to caft cannon than to caA: machines iJid 0 11-

thematic.i1· infl:ruments. efpccially when the ~ 
and f.,fety of the empire wen:: cOlicemd\ \ rhac 
therefore .,dlOllt doubt the reafon of the . th ' :1 
refllfal was 'oCcaufe he kept correfpondence ith th~ 
~ncmy, at: • leaft becaufc he had no rdj)(('t for 
the emp .... "tOt fo that at laft the ~~peror .fa" tho:: 
father to un') .('tland, t hi: exp' f ohwlk:t .... ~ c:-
his laft ftid~r, "'t" ~ .:.,..tn of 1 b Jli! 
own life, t '""':., {'f hh-ing his religion r~' . 
rooted out ... 

This was to touch him in the moll fenfibl , 
and he W!lS indeed too wife to {land out or a 
nicety or a (cruple at the hazard of loling ... n thilt 
was valuable: I have already alTured Y0),I' "llljdly 
that I have very little underfianding in Cln 
cannon, (aid he to the emperor i but fince )",",c1)b1-

mand me, J will endeavour to make yqur work 
men undcrfiand what our books dire& in th· I!.(. 
fair. H e took therefore upon himfelf '( orc.of 
this work, and the cannon was proved befOR t\1= 
emperor, and found to be extraotdin good. 
The emperor was fo well pleafed with c 
that he pulled off his mantle, and, in' tIr.' 
of the whole court, gave it to fathe r Ver . 
token of his aff't!tftioll . . --a All the pieces of cannon were made W'f7 liJ;b! 
and fmall, but lhengthened. with a ~ of ,,~ 
from the mouth to the breech. and I~ v Jt Ce'\'er:tl 
bauds of iron ~ fo that the can,ru;.... :n: ftrot g \l 
en~ugh to bear ,the force of po ....-:;:~:l Itgh:. c- J 
JlPugh to b(: c~med thrQ' any, ~Q'1. :he ro . " . . , ... -...;.~. 
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. new artillery d~every way anfw(,'T what they 

· p fed from it. The CJ1emy were ~bliged to 
t~\·c their intrenchments 'in diforder, and foon 
atter to .capitulate; for they d id not think it paffi-

Ie to' hold out :l.grunft thofc any longer. whu could 
diroy them without coming themCelves into reach. 

Oufanguei was himfdf dc • .'ud; his fon H om-hoa, 
who carried OIl the war. ftran gled himfdf [hoot 
defpair; and the rdl: of them were in a fi11all time 
"utterly routed: fo that the empl"to then began 
to reign in pe<!.ce.., and continued III aoo more 
to {hew marks of f.WOllt and aff"ct .. <"ti' to the mif-
on-aries; fa that father Verbidl: h l..fcen fighing 

thit th~rd's vineyard ,~as ow open, that 
ens t~ t . to enter upon 

~r'I!"""'·veft. but that yet there were crtrcc any work.-
men r bring it in. 

They fend to him for paftors from every place; 
· Tartilry~ the kingdom of Corea, the provinces of 
China, which have ~n left dell:itute by the death 
of their ancient pall:ors, invite, or rather prefs him 
to fuccom them. N either does this fcarcity come 

am the Europeans want of zeal, but from the 
differences which have arofe between the f.1.cral COli· 

gregatioll , who felld vicars apoftolical into the Eaft, 
and the king of Portugal, who pretends to a right 
to nominate all the bilhops there, exclufively to 
any fupcrior ecclefiaftical power. 

.. T his difpute cools the ardour of thofe fervellt 
miffionaries, -who dare nor engage themfel ... cs wh .. re 
they mull: incur either the indignation of their holy 

· father, <lr of a mighty prince~ both which things 
• are very formidable. And thus the work of God 

fiood fli!J. :llld thofe precious minutes were loft, 
which the favour (Ira great emperor, and the di. 
ligence. ~~eaJous miffionary. might have n\lde 
fo ufe!tYto »: firm eftabtifhing our holy faith. 

· BU'nhls is one of the 41'(tlna of providence, whicl., 
• ' . ' after 

• 
• i 



after it hn~ cotlfounded aJl ,the oppofition 
enemies 0\' the gofpe1, even at the 
working miracles, does ' fometimes fuffer 
zeal of catholicks fhould do more harm to reli. 
gion. than the hatred and jealot}fy of idolaters. 

Some time afrer, my lord biihop of H eJiopo 
was fent by the ["creel congregation with foYIl" 
~'rel1ch ecclefiall:icks, full of ardour to mann aod 
increafe the uew chri!lianity. This courageous ~ 
late had 0 already miifed his voyage: for COIl'"' 

\illg obliged hi.'Tl Cometime before to 
':,;.Uu11 a confiderable iOand under tq. 

,. . he was taken up upon fur 
lli~ " '1, II i1tclt on"" 

• cciI,l i"Ut 3i( 
had broke his firft mealurt$, raved. .. nty .. 
his mind with new and thofe greater on . H e 
came to Pans, where his good intentions were wen 
known. R ome heard him with pleaCure, and fo~- ' 
lowed his proje& in all that refpeCl:ed the caftem 
millions; fa that he came honoured with a power 
from the holy fee, and laded with the alms of the 
faithful, who expeCted nothing lefs &om his ~eal 
than 'the convcrfion of the· new world. 

He therefore once more paffed over the ft!3.S, 
IU\d happily arrived at China, where he began to 
{t atter abroad that :flame which would warm rut 
the mi!lionari~. The jefuits. and other religjous~ 
not only acknowledged his authority, but alfo took 
t he new oath w.hich the facrod congregation had 
appointed, altho' the king of Portugal had abfo
JuteJy forbid it. For-they thought, thltt th:rt'Prinoe~ 
in whom the love of religion had always prevailed
before his private intereA., would not Wee it ill 
when he 1hould know, that th~f m fal of it "t. 
·might have >ocaafionecl the deftJlrt! tlf clltini-
tmity in China, and ptt-haps of ''; , I. ns in all " 
the othct var.t> IQf the Eaft. ...-

:. T~' I 
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~. was matter of great joy to the bithop, who, 
after happy beginning, made ready, according 
to ~js ormer notions, to new till this new vine-

;l
d of ·the Lord, whither he thought Iiimfelf rent 

the prophet heretofore·. Ecce ttmjUtJli Ie ftlp" 

r 
us, flI deflruas, & di/perdtH, (3 d!lfipu, &t . 

. But God Almighty was fatisfy'd with his good in~ 
tentions, and took him to himfelf a few months af-
rer his arrival. His death grea1fy rutprized all the 
faithful, it did efpeciaUy afflict the fi~t ecdefi
afucks, who were the companions of h voyage • 
t he other miffionaries fubmitted with Ignation to 

I-::~ .. w;::ill~~o~, being perfuaded, th whatfoev.:. 
prav ~ ap~ts is all\"~ls fur h! glory, and 

of the e~ifTtfey-make a right ufe of it. 
ThiS as fweetened by the arM ,'31 of tWd other 

ilhops, who a little while after fupplied his place 
der the title of Vicars Apollolical. The firfl: was 

m'Oufieur d'Argolisl an Italian of the order of St. 
F r:tncis, noted among thg{e of his order I for his ex
cellent vil'tues and extraordinary knowledge . .He had 
been employed in the chiefell blIfinefs there, and out 
holy father thought he could not nuke lhoice of 
a wifer man than he to place at t he helm of fo llou~ 
rifhing a nliffion, As he went by Siam, monfieur 
Confl:ance. under(bnding his worth, prefentcd him 
to the king, who ' would fain have kept him in his 
~ingdom; but, be<:aufe the orders of the holy fee 
obliged him t;p go farther, he refolvtd at leall. to 
{hew him forrie marks of his eftcem and affe8:ion 

·towards ]lim, in ordering him, and two of his com
panions of the fame 'Order, a ronftderable penllon; 
fa that, had it not been for the revolutions which 

• a little while after happened. in his kingdom, this 
• prince, W~rth Of a better forrone, would have 
! had his '" 'eS in Chiha, as well as the mod 

,~, fihcts liuro'pe, • 
' j ; Si",:c 
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Ih' E jlab/ijhmmt and P r"m;1i 
Since th..=S wife prelate h3th been in . ~~~~~~.;; 

nanlral fwee tnefs of ijis temper hath · 
contributed to the comfort of the faithful) con
veman of the heathen. H e hath vifi ted .all th 

'provinces which the holy fee committed to h 
care, coniecrating priefis , teaching and e.xhortin 
them, adminiftring the facr.lment of confirmation, 
uniting all their aifedions as much as poAibly,he 
CQuld, whore different illterefts feemed to have cooled 
their mu 1 charity to one another in Jefus Chrifl. 
And tho' 0 would think that the Porrugucfc could' 
never have a refped: for him, h?:caufe their prcten
fions are w lIy oppofite to this inflitution O~v' , 
cars apoA:oli :1.1, yet he Ip.s behavci'f hi~~:. :t 
fa much prudence., Tl'i1F'5tt"n:m shere thl K t • 
felves particularly obliged to him. ; 

The fecond hilliop, whom the holy fee has dig-~ 
nified with the tide of Vicar Apoftolical, is mon:\.. 
ficur de Bafilee :l Chineft:, educated by the fathers 
of St. Francis's order, aft4,:wards taking npon him
felf the order of St. Domimck. When he was onJy 
a miflionary. he had a flaming l.e:ll for the conver
fi on of his dear country, and. during tbe perftcu
tioll 'of fat her Adam, he was the Inain fll pport of 
religion in all the provinces whi~h he travelled thro", 
and firengthened in the f:tith. When he was con
(ecrated bifhop. he performed all his duties perfetlly 
weJl , and the holy (ee dKl fo f.lr approve of his con
duct, as to let him nominate his (uctelfor. H e no
minated his vicar-general the reverend father de Leo
niffil, an Italian of St. F raocis's order, who in his 
private life might have: been a pattern to ' the moft: 
aria religious. and, in the important em.ployment 
of vicar apoftolical, has {hewn. that he has all that 
'Zeal, all that prudence, and aU that conftancy, \ 
wJiic.h the government of a ~rea~h mJuires. 

¥y lord bifhop of ~aft1ee, t{.[ter h'th~d..t..~\ls 
chofen this worthy {uc«(Tor of his apoftltlhlp, feU 

Qto. 
~ 
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Nankim, and died full of thore happy vi

fioll whic'" God glvtS eve.n in this' world to his 
(.uJltS. At his death, that faith Ibone brightly which 
had ani,mated him in his life-ti me; and his laA: mi

utes, wherein he :1ppeartd to be filled with the 
oll fenfible touches of chrifli:m hope, fcemed to 

give him an antepaA: of the joy of p:Lt"Jdife. All 
his trouble was for the miffionaries, b)· whom he 
w:!s affedion .. tely belov~, ar!d for the chrillians. 
who loft in him the firft: priefl:, the ~ religious, 
and the firft hithop that ever China d yet given 
to chriA:ianity. A nd as his blelTed emory was 

_ _ .e"very where fpre:u:l abroad, they hale fet up his 
. .?-~ iq,""'feVl;ra] places; which. tho reverend fa

ther d~ LeonilTa ~ to l:it! fac ted congregation, 
crpl~~e the memory of a prelate, whore own 

merit, ~-wcll as our particubr obligations to him, 
. ught to make etemalJy refpt-ded. 

Be(ides this, the pope honoured mr. Maigrot and 
mr. Pin, with the title_o~Vicars Apoftolica1, both of 
t hem docrors of the Sc1rbon, djligent~ zealous, and 
fet upon following the intentions of the hol y f~, 
an<\. in a word, companions of mr. Heliupolis, and 
inheritors of a double portion of his {pirit. • 

If the number of miffionaries had been anlwer
able to that of the paflors, the churches ill China 
had now been perfetlly filled ; but, as I have (aid , 
the over care, which everyone has tnken to provide 
fbr it exclufively of others, has rendered people leIs 
defirous of going. Good men, nay, even thofc who 
have occafioned thefe diforders, have mourned for 

'" them it!' fecret. Some zealous perfons have endea
Voured to. remedy this. My lord hifhop of Munfter 
and Paderborn t whom the care of his own diocefe 
did n9t hinder from extending hi<; care even as far 
as the &~e a fetdement for fix miffionanes 
fbr...,a.er A Chi)! ; but, dying a little while a(Jer, 

· h~ Ian will was never ciCCCUftd. Others in FranCC', 
I : m 

l 



in Spain, and in took .. great deal ;; 
to help this forfaken million, but theYA'oulld.~'i 
cornpafs their deJigns: 

Lewis the Gre3.t, who is nimfe1f:'1S zealou 
.eftablifhing the gofpel as aU the other pril'l.C($ 
together~ among the great deflgns which he has 
intent ,upon to nuke religion 'llouriJh in EuwfK'J 
thought, that he ought not to negleCt: that glllOJ 
which he might do in Alia. H e was very fi fi
ble of th(". !'Ieceffities of China. which father Vtr- • 
bieft: h d PT~fented to him in one of his let ' 
in tht; Ina (Cnfible manner in the world; and, I 
altho' bt:: vC!9' well knew, that he could not -mak~ ! 
milHonllr1es "~t' t:llity whic; oobody - n: u 1--.. 1 
the V;C3I o(Jd"", Cltrill) he d:>ulv. ... " \ • \ '" ""~ I 
Jigiou[es w.hit· e CX.'l&iy fkl:!eoi,in m . • .,. 
in attUning, ....co,rding to his orjers, an c. kno l 
ledge in an.ronomy, might at the fame time, wi f 
good fuccel&, labour according to the detign 0\ 
their inftitution, in t he converlion of itYideis. He • 
was very weU Iatisfied, thlh· of all the m~lS w.hich 
human prudence could advantageoufly make ufe of 
in the moll holy atl:ions, there were none which p'ro
motoo the concerns of religion in Ghina more than 
the mathematicks. 

Being ther,t!fOl:e willing ~t once to fatisfy his 
zeal for the advancement of the gofpel. arid the 
defue which he had .of bringing the fciellces to per
fettion, he made choice of fix jefui ts, whq~-he 
thought capable of giving g~ fatt.;f.t~ion to the 
learned, and i.llO::ruCl;ion to intelligent pliTrans. Thoky 

who were <thus appointed , could hav:e wi$ed ,they 
had ,~ll the abilities neceJfary for this ernploymCAt. 
'Illey did neverthelefs fet Oltt. with a good will, bcing 
ready to {acrifice>beir livcs'"l4;ui heir {!I). II ",lellts 
to the greater glory of GOd, aud LJ fequcnce ttIf.. 
<h; pious ocfilW of the g .... t~Jl\-o-k. 1I'~~r'.Q . . 

'. W~n ... 



~ir." we came into' .. China, we found it in the 
1 have been relati"ng, the harvdl: was 

every whcrt:, but it \vaS :lImon ddtiNte of 
~j;~:~~~; ; or (to make ufe of father lntorcetta's: 
lI! ~one of the maft noted miCliomuies) drowned 

thofe tears, which the forrow of feeing llerfdf 
ni}",ndome<i forced continually from her: RmtdiOus 
D~J, qui r,cit 1I0bif(ll111 mi/rricordiam [uam, libtr4V;t 
w'o nntifragio, fll propt nau/rural» nQ/Jram miffionm,-

... 11k aqll;s I4cr;,narllm fummique mD:rorisfh" rei; 'VQS 
flHilltJ in (ordt /troo, & tanquam 'iJ Solidalis 
filiDs 'UirofqUt Af4iolicos inti",;! anim; p CDrdjis 4m~ 
pldlor, &c. Thus he fpake to us in h' firft Jetter, 
t t ~f'"oura..se us to allifl: in the glorious labours of this 
miffitm. • . 

... ~ Providence put it into our power in a little time 
" employ ourfelves ufefully there; and ir we had 

one no other good than was the drawing after us 
your example feveral other miffiooaries who fol· 

lowed us, ' and who now are full of their holy Ia· 
bours in the work of ~ it would be a great com· 
fort to us, and a very great advantage to China. 
But that which is much more comfortable is. that 
we have hereby contributed very much towards re
moving thore lets and hindcrances to the pl'opagat· 
jog the gofpel of which I fpake before; fo r, at 
the remonltrance of fa ther Tachard, fupported alfo 
by that of the reverend father general, Innocent XI. 
CufPended the oath. And after, Clement VIII. 
granted to tke king of Portugal to nominate three 
bifhops, one of Pekin, the other of Nankim, and 
the third of Macao. And at this prefent, our ho· 
~y father, who in his ownfdf hath all the zeal, all 
~ piety: and all .me wifdom of his predecdfors, 
ILnjmattd by the (a~ (~ and moved (if I might 
40 m~rdf honour of faying fa) with what 1 
Qave e nour tp re.prefent unto him of the 
prCfatt te 0 thefc miffions, is' about to rcgOJate 

L : i .' aU 



all the particulars the prudent cell 
advice of the facred c.",ngregation ; to thef 
hereafter nothing may be fo much laid 
as the intereO: of religion, and that aU k 
of Europe, being united in the love of J efu 
m:ty with one confem labour to bring ab 
perfeCt: this great work. . 

T hus, fir, I have given you a general v1~ 
elbblilhm~m and progrefs of chriflianity j 

pire of '~ from t he preaching of t 
till the times. Tbis church, heret 
famous, blI ttfrer that whoJJy overturned 
fiition , th 'at Jail: been re·eflablifhed one 
by one of the greateA: men of our fad 
augmented by the labours ot a great m 
fionaries, governed by wife prelates, ho 
the proteCtion of · many emperors, fupper 
bounty of all the princes of Europe, :1J 

is more for its glory, perfecuted by all 
mies of truth) and made~ precious in tli 
God, by the chains, the b..Rifument, ary 
the cOllfelfors. I am, with all imaginabl~ 

SIR, 

l our moft hllmble 

and mojl obtdient St 
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• 
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LETTIlR XII. 

Rf1Jir",d F.,btr De Ia Chaife; C'"itj[or 
10 the KillK. 

" . b"ijJi ' b 

I 
Cflctrning the Mann" hD'W lac J ~JI 01I4ty prell{ tJ 
J. lbe Gofpel i" China; and of tLe Ftr'lJtnf.] of t J..t 

( • New CbriftiJJJlJ. 

Mif/ Rl'!JtTtnd F.,btr, ( 
"A Ltho· the important affairs of .~run2' which 

detain me at prtfent at Rome, require aU 
.' '"1. app&ation, and (cern to be my excufc: if I am 
~ng: in performing any parts of my dttties fo 

j 
exad:ly. as I could defi re, I cannot neverthelefs in 
the leaf\: forget both the obligations which I myfclf 

• have to you in particular; as weB 3S the mifiiblls 
in the E.2.ft in general. 

It was you. moll: r'gerend fatlier, who fortnerlir 
drew out the platftlf"'"m of them, who jult the~l 
made choice of their miniflen, whom your relli! 
monials, together with the efleem of one of the 
greatefl: princes upon earth; have rendered in pro
cefs of time more renowned than all their particu
lar qualifications. 

This royal protettion, under which we have un
d.y.ntcdly affronted dangers; thofe letterS writtet'l 
"tn our bebalf to fovereigns and their officers; thof: 

, magnificent Prefcntst thofe regularJy fcttlcd pentiom •• 
thore extraordinary helps, (and what we 'Value mucb 

... more) thofe (0 grave coun(el.s; favouring fo much of 
-tlie fpiritPf God, wberewith you have in a ,manner 

.. ~owed our firtl. voyagcs, ,and which we ftill look 
~pon as tbe fafe£lrule of our b:haviour:and conduct, 

}

re benI.':6~o~htt received from yourfdf,; or procured 
, ., ~ean9t 1'is but juft; mon. reverend fdher; . ft' ~in what part o( tbe world feeve: we bet ~ 
I • 1 C; •• • Iho\.l.kl 
~ . . 
. --



386 H(fW tht. • I is fr'Piftd I~ 
fhould teRify our aC~ ~Ieagmtnts. r«!r 
I am perfuaded, that"'o~ cannot give. you 0 

lid demonftrarions of them, than by - tai' , 
our great 'Zeal, what you have perform to F f, -

vantage, I fuppofa:!. you would be fatisfied. and t :it . ' 
at Jean I lhould perform m y duty, by acquainOhg 
)'OU with the Cuccers wherewith it hath pleafed 
to crown our labour; and, ' whilt benefits we 'f 
hope to reap from the miffionarics which YOli your-- ' 
(elf will (°1, or at leaft. who fhall come to us 
out of your ands. 

In a word, the time I fhall employ, in writing.to 
you on this (ubjeCt, is fo far from any ways diminilh
ing that due care and confbnt cndeavour .... to ~ .. -
mote the welfare of our mlOions, that, without all 
doubt, it wil1 much contribute to ,their future efra-l 
blifhment; for I hope, that your pmteCbon, becom
ing thereby more effeCtual and foJid, will more ad-. 
vance our affiUrs, than all the pains and que which 
I CM paffibly take for t~r fucc<£. J 

Purfuallt to the firil: projecl'..mat·we J,:id. we were 
all of us to fby at Pekin, in the paIact; and fervice'of 
the emperor ; but providence otherwife ordered it, 
and they at IaA: gave way to our inclination, which 
mo\·ed us to difperfeourfdvcsaU over the provinces., 
far the prap:tgating of religion. They were con 
to detain father GerbiHon and mther Bouvet at court, 
where they immediately applied the:mfelvesto the Qu
dy of languages \vith ruch fuccefs. that tbey ,\"'Crt: 
quickly in a conditiOll to al1i1l: the chriftians, yet, 
and to be employed by the emperor in feveral,im- _ 
portant affairs. The moil cOllfiderable vias thlt peace 
between the Mufcovites and ehim!fe; tht treaty "o( 
which was then a-foot 300 leagues from Pwn, ,1tj':! 
t.her father Gerbillon was Cent-with prince Sofan" ~ 

• " .. as no!pinated plenipotentiary for the elllpit'f'. ,r 
. 'Nipchou was the place wHere the ~ t!J' 
tw~ narionsati"cmbled. c:tch of the:m·having . ,;. 
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. ·~~1 attenClipi, to te lrnafe, if oecaGon (erV~j 

. v1t" e ne otiation cOuld not qecide: the haughri
~ -hers f did oftentimes make tQe~ fly out into 
. . ~t · ; which wobjd have provid fatal to both 

parties, if father GerbiJIon by his di(cretion had not. 
, moderated animalities. He; continually pafft..'Cl front 

mp to camp. made fpeccbes; prepared expedients, 
cified their minds, and he dilTcmbled whatever 

. . might be apt mutually to exnCperate t~ in the 0011-

c1uuan: H e fa dexreroufl y numage the common 
intb'elts, that the peace was conc1ud to the fatif
F,:ta:ion both of ChlOcfe and Mufco\'ires. Prince S:)-

.' J"tin w~fo well pleafcd with the zeal and wifdom of 
thil-!ifher. that he declared publickly. that, if it had 
not been for hi~ all had been in a defperate condi
tion ; he exprefs'V hirofelf about the matter to the em"
perot to the fame effed. infomuch that this prince 

"h;ld the cunality to be acquaintai with him. H e 
found h~to. be a very~nfible perf on, ca~1ble, fin
cere, fo rw41 to exMilfC, and even to :lntlcipatc his 

This charaCter wonderfnlly plc:afed the em
pe~r; he had a mind to have him near his p..ctfO' ~ , 
at the palace, in the campaign, and in his progrefs 
into T artary, where he befrowed upon him fo many 
fignal marks of his eJl:eem. that the grandees of hi, 
court might bll. l"e perhaFs conceived fome jealoury 
frog. them, had not ~he fathe~s modeJl:y WOtl him 
t+!!" ~jon of evely body. 

T here 6r.ft-&,·ours were followed 'by an extraOtdi
lIaty one that was much better relifhed by this mif
fiOl1atV j- he-pitch'd upon him for his tutor in mathe
ttlaiicks ahp philofophy conjointly wjth fatber Bover, 
!"i'JJe merit he like-Nife much d1:eemed. The pap. 
~, this 'prince hath for fciench, makes him ,,'ery 

,i ,t upe'!: ftudits every day in a mallner two or' 
tl, hoijl'S together. which he fpares from.his plea
f! . ! 1 f' mote than proQ.able; tha~, by the i~lqu~ry 

IlA fruth, proVIdence will ' (:(mdud hIm 
C c , br 



388 HO'IlJ Ihe 1. " r,,4 t 
b degrees to the et I • . 
w!llch, all others ~erve o~ 10 -",!Ikt\. to • 
mmd, as to puff It up WIth pride eM 'C$-

men, and render it inexcufable before ? 
FatherVerbielt had already begun to exptalQ tile • 

fciences to him; but, befides his.al1ak.ing ufe of the J 
Chincfe tongue in his ie8:ures, which is not pro~~. I , 

by rearen of its often repeated equivocals, to iB~ 
trate notions otherwire obfcure enough of themfel ves~ 
befides th:l.~ I fay father Verbicil died. Thefe fa~ \: 
thers fuppo~e¥ the Tartarian tongue would be better 
liked by this prince, and that it mi~ht ferve their 
turn the better to make the notions mtel1igible. 1c 

. happened according to their expcdation, ,Q.I1.d thl.: " 
emperor became in a (hoft time fa caJXlble, 1lmt he 
compoft::d a book of geometry. J-k ,afterwards gave , 
it to the princes his fons, and undpttook tQ~be their 
maA:er in it; he called them together r!ve'!Y day, 
expl~ined to them the moll. difficult prowfitions or 
Euclid; yea, and this prinG{. having \I~L' llis thow
ders thc government of OIlC 'nf..the moj'potent em
pires of the world. did not difdaill, with his ru le~ 
compafs in his hand, to f~nd his time in the fattli1y 
in fpeculations, which inteteft alonO'fcarce makes de .. 
lightful to private pcrfons. 

Whi lA: thefe two fathers by their credit made them
felves fit to be in a {hart time the main fuppett of re
ligion , f.'tther Fontaney. futher.VifdeJou, and muel£, 
did end.eavour not to be unlerviceable in the .~
vinces. Father Font:mey went to Nankim, father 
Vifdelou took care of the churches of Xanli, whq;:t I 
alfo remained fome time wirh him j from wiletlce. ... .. 
terwards 1 removed to Xenl1, the ancient place of • 
thf!r Faber's million, the chrittians of which R~l 
notwithilanding their having ~cn deferred thefen 
ny yeatl':, do nevcrthelefs preferve th~ lirA: ((s 
veney, and arc fiiil looked upon as--th~ouI4 ' 
that gteGt flock, :lnd model of o ther believ -;;;: ~ . 

. ' "1idepio 

\ I 
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und at that e, b our own proper ex}»' 

\ . \ :ence. t was often t d us, --th:u tbe bar'lJrjl 
.!)~ Ij ~ as trtal, and that happy is tbill lab~/rtr 

· ~om he 'o}Itr of the haY'fJr/l dotb plcaft / 0 make 
• '11ft 0 gather it i ff. Every thing i~ matter of 

confolation in this glorious el'"(\ploymcnt.i .the faith 
of the new converts, the iltnoccnce of the ancient, 

e aptnefs of the children, the devotion :lIld mo-
ny of women ; but yet, one is more cCpcci:uly 

• affed:ed by fome eminent and exem",ary conver· 
fioni, to perceive the work of grnce now and then 
wrought in the hearts of idolaters. I 

The truth is, thefe arc in refpeCl- of us convincing 
proofS gf that truth which we prca.ch and declare: 
Fof'~rrrdeed. by what fccret charm could we be 
3bl.e to o.nim:l~ead minds, and raiCe them (if 1 

t ,may p.!:.: fume to fay ) to rea[on , to God, t~ all 
the . xlrnS of t e moA; pure and refilled mj;)I"al1t}' ; 
minds, at he. ve been buried :md immcrfed from 
their - v inf.1.ncy in flJiPt and blood? \ V hat force 
and powe what ~{hmellt could be able in a l1 

-~nt to bnng into captivity rebellious minds under 
the yoke of a religion fo fevere as ours is, if J crus 
Chrift himfdf did not work miracles, and "if cite 
holy Spirit. by the inward and invifible ope;r:ttion of 
grace, did not fupply the d~feCt of his mmiA;ers ~ 

This is thaI; moO: revercmt father, which we ex
~ce every day with afionifuing comfort, which 

_~th eftablifh, ihtngrhen, and fettle us unmovable in 
the fame fairtl which God produceth in idolaters_ r 
would to God I were able to relate to you particu1ar~ 
lyall tkat palTes in China on this fubJeCl, where, in 
-f itF- of all the f1: ratagems of devils, God is fo (on-

!J1yand refolutely glorified_ Yet, not being able 
n my departure to pick up the particular memo-

• of each church, J /hail only ~ontent myfelf to tell 
9U In ~ wlut I myfelf have ob(erved in my rnif

_Pl~ after what m:inner I have-made it my bufi-:1 e<3_ - n;f. 

• 



nefs to adorn 
tfie moll: 

All my 
points; ~he was to 
piety of old believers by the 
of God, and above all, by particular 
which is abundantly more .profitable and • 
th:m any thing that is fpoken in publick, 
difcourfe is often not udderll::ood, either 
People's ftuIidity, or eire by ceafan of 
ill utterance and pronunciation. Thefe 
whom fimpliJ=ity and fervency m;,.ke teac,habIc, 
oftentimes hear that with tears in their eyes, which 
they do not comprehend but by halves; but yet, 
t hey always improve and edify by what theY.~~r
fund perfellly. They are erpeci'lI~mqft t;\j; .. ,,1 
cOlllpari(ons, parahles, and hiftories Iiii1d albeit th 
are 1I0t acquainted nor accuftomed th~ rptd~ 
and fometimes paffionate acnon of o~r PrE • 
yet for all that, they are moved 3.t1d r~'f4t U 
when they fp~ to them ~mel1::ne :u.J ~ 
cern. 

I no fooner came to a private haufe to cpnfd1 
perfor.5. or about other bu{jneCs, but preCenUy \' 
lhould have all the family, nay, and the ' " 
too of the neighbourhood. flock together abO 1n~. 
and. intreat me to fpeak to them c.?llcerniog:tJ 1 
had made but an indifferent progrefs jn und 
jng and pronouncing Ehru- tongue', efpecjalJy 
I firn began to preach. which nevC!J;theic 
them no manna of offence j (0 f.lr from it, 
they could but never (0 litt.le apprehen. 
J me:mt" they never were cloy'd wit , . 
me. 
. I have moreo.ver taken qotice, that t I.~ 
always rather I Ihould preach m):fe1f, h 
WOllS foever my 1anguage might ap~ 
rhw l £hould ~et then> (nftrulled, "l T fc' 



~~~ carechifr, ,that h~ 
b cxercifes or t~ nature. 
being fa ~uent as I coulq have 

·~~~~~!l:'~T~~.'tl to m,*~ them up by godly t which, by God's ble.ffing, China is ver.y 
well .there haying been fome miffionaries fuf-
ficiently zealpus and able to compoCe books .. and 
t.b«t very politely, upon all the points of religion. 
L They have very curious and compleat cate
?hifms, wherein the entire and compjtat body of 
~he doCtrine of chri~lity, the life, miracles, and 
dear:h of our bleffed Lord, the commandments of 
God and the church are clearly explained. - There 
are likewife to be found particular expo6tions upon 
the.gotp.:ls, treatifes upon moral and chrifii'an du
ties, forne'~ntrOver1ies adapted to every bo
pY's capacity, 'ccs of piety for the different 
modi' of Ii , prayers and lIlll:rud:ions for the 
ufe e facraments, a body of divinity for t~e 
lY!,rhed, r they mve tranlIated fome part of Tho. 
Aquinas, J d bfl of ~St. Ignatius's exercifes fQr 
~ rhat ind ~e~ly things. Illfomuch, that 
!Ills fpiritual feed of the evaogelical word is fcat
:ered allover, and multiplied an hundred fold. 

I could have wifued there might have been a 
:ranflation of the MiiTaI, upon the account of fay-
1\g mills in Chinefe, together with an exaCt verfion 
)f jhe holy fcriptures. Conformable to the per
~fion obtained for that purpofe, the Mural was fi
lithed, l\Ild father Couplet prefented it fame years ago 
o the pope: however, after having duly examined 
:he mlltier, it was not thought convenient to make ue of it:, but they continued ·to fay maC .. in the 
'~.n tongue, as in other places. As for the 
~ ~1e3t valion of thC! Bible, there are fuch weighty 

ons why it Ihould not forthwith be publilhed" 
it would fee.m a ra{h piece of impudence t9 

o it ~ fo mu~h t,he m l beca\1fe there is alratdy 
( •• ~ C C; ~ • expounded", 




