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ners as we are. All the eftates there are meafis
and all the families regiftered ; and, Whatfoevi 3 41
emperor is to have by excife on goods, -or tas yy
perfons, is publickly known ; every body brings q,
1s due from him, to the Mandarines or governom (
the towns of the third rank, for there s no pars®
cular “receiver appointed, Thofe, who negle® ta, gt}
bring in their dues, do not lofe by condifcation, |
which would be to punifh the innocent of that fa-" ~
mily with the guilty ; but the perfons fo offend-
ing fuffer imprifonment, and undergo the ba%inafly
till they have made fatisfaction. -

Thefe Mandarines of the lower rank give fu an
account of what they receive, to a general officer of,
the province, who accounts with the court of Pe-
kin, which looks after the publick exchequer. A
igreat part of the revenue is difburfed upafgl dovn
the provinces in penﬁons, ﬁ.lanes, foldiers pz - wnd
publick buildings : what is over is carried to ek,
to maintain the emperor’s court, and other expmrry
in that town, where the emperor keeps i paf
above an hundred and fixty thoufand regular tr_ugr, "
to whom, as well as to the Mandarines, is @iens
out every day meat, fith, rice, peafe, apd” ltraw,
according to every one’s rank, befides their conftast
pay, which they regularly receive.

That, which comes from the fouthern provinces, 4
is alone fufficient to anfwer this expence, this they
bring by water in the emperor’s veffels ; yet, they
are fo jealous left the revenue fhouldegt wry ¥ime
fall fhort of the dtiburfments, that in Peliis there
are magazines of rice before-hand, fufficisat for three

 years; which will keepa great ‘whiléiii he well
fanned’ and mixed, andslthe! ft/locks ¥t fir well,
nor taftes fo pleafantly a5 :
more wholfome and

This numerous army.

Jooked after, - duly pai

i
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. one would think, fhould awe all Afia; yet their
enefs, and the {mall ufe they ever have occa-
to make of their weapons, does ‘contribute to
them as much as their natural effemina-
cy. The weftern Tartars do not value their num-
bers a firaw, and frequently fay in deriﬁon--oﬁ:m,
that the neﬁhmg a Tartary horfe is gh
to rout-gll the Chinefe cavalry,

" Xet, fﬁ'ey take all poflible care to have good
foldiers, for they take no officers into the guards, till
ghey have made trial of their ftoutnefs, fkill, and
Aexterity in military affairs. They are regularly ex-
arhined, fo that as learned men have their doétors to
examine them, fo thefe have alfo their profefiors.

Thefe officers do regularly exercife their com-
panies, they form them into {quadrons, march them,
1zach them to divide their files, to march thro® nar-
10+ yuffages, fhew them to give the onfet, to rally
at the found of the coret or trumpet; befides,
they are very dexterous in managing their bow, or

. handling their fcymitar : yet foon broke, and by the

# leaft thing in the world put into diforder. The

N wﬁgﬂo{’ this I apprehend to be, becaufe in the
edu 1

of their youth they never inflil into them
principles of honour and bravery, as we do as foon
as ever they are big enough to know what weapons
are. The Chinefe are always talking to their chil-
dren of gravity, policy, law, and government ; they
always fet books and letters in their view, but ne-
ver a {worddnto their hands : {o that having fpent
their »séthful days behind the counter, or at the
“bar, they know no other courage but that of de-
ing obftinately an ill caufe, and are lifted into

the foldy on other confideration, but that
hope there be no occafion for fighting.

The Chinefe policyy hinders hereby a great many

_?kfeuds_ ‘*‘ 3 but, at the fame
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timeit does expofe its fubje@s hereby to the in- .-
fults of foreigners, which is ten times worfe, :

Thus, mv lord, I have fet before you a gengf
fcheme of the government of China, of Wi
people have fpoke fuch wonders, and which = 1a
deed admirable for its antiquity, for the wifigm &
its maxims, for the plainnefs and uniformicy «¢ its
laws, for that exemplary virtue which ?i}rh::s pro=
duced in a long fucceflion of emperors, Yor that g

larity and order which it has kept the people ia,
in defpite of civil or foreign wars 3 w{'lich. nol =%
withftanding, like the reft of the things of thiy
world, is l%bjc& to a great many inconyemicnces;
to rebellions, which have depopulated whole pro-
vinces, to the injuftice of fome princes who have
abufed their power, to the avarice of Mandarias,
who have often opprefied the people,” to wivaliuns
from abroad, and treachery from home, to S &
number of changes, as would have unhinged thaw
government and laws, if a more politic 1‘m
than are the Tartars, were near enough: the l':_m;%t
to introduce their own method of govemment,

It would, my lord, bea piece of flltery to iy /-
felf, to imagine, that I have by this tathiygs et
added any thing to that immenle ftore of knowledge
which you have drawn from the beft fprings of
antiquity, from the converfation of«the moft inge-
nious of the moderns, and from the management
of the moft momentous affairs, or (which is a
greater fountain of underftanding) yoyr own

natural wit and ingenuity, which has m Gf
I may ufe the expreffion) a native of all counfries,
and a philofopher of all ages. e

But I am fure yol will be gled
trueft maxims of gaod pobeyfare not al \
ftrangers in the s and. thié, #if China do not
form fo great miniftcss as gribee, it formg ‘
gncigh to underflapd yugt by '

to fee, that the




your fteps, and improve themfelves from the copy
u fet them, if they could but know you. Iam,
i\ the moft profound manner,

My Lord,

Your Eminence'’s moft obedient

™~ and maft bumble Servant,

f Lo Jn
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To my Lord Cardinal de Bouillon.
Cbéf'eming the Ancient and Modern Religion of
China.

My Lord,

\ Do not at all wonder that your highnefs is pleaf-
IN hear relations of China. It belengs only
to great princes to be thoroughly acquainted with
all that concerns the feveral kingdoms of the
world, and to make a true judgment of the power
and grandeur of empires. God, who has fent fuch
men into the world to govern jt, has given them
a more than ordinary ability and knowledge to per-
form. ity fo that, my lord, if Itake upon me the

i to acquaint your lordfhip with what re-

voyages for the fpace of feveral years have

given me to know in this affair, it is not fo much

to inﬁru&Jm(.%; t, as to beg your highne(s’s
“; ent of it. |

i fay th5}@l with more truth when I
= the honoud g write to ofrdigion.-Th;

- o LUrT .
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is more particularly your concern ; and I mgw fiy,»
that if your quality, your ingenuity, and your L.
comparable learning have made you above-'ii

our judge ; your eminent dignity in the chusehb- |
liges us, in facred concerns, to hear and confy)t |
your highnefs as our oracle. .

*Tis on this profpe&, my lo-d, that I now ppe-
fent to you thefe memoirs with fome #€ilcftions,
which the cuftoms of the Chinefe and the reading
of their books have fuggefted to me conceming
their religion, being of this mind, that, afier 15
many different opinions and long difputes which
have for a whole age divided the mofl learned
miflionaries, there is no better way of goming .to
decifion, than to obtain yolr highnefs’s judament
therein. 4 '

Religion has always had a great fhare i « ®ablifls-
ing the greateft kingdoms, which couldipey i lip-
port themfelves, were not the people’stimnt's amd
hearts tied together by the outward worfhip of fome
deity ; for people are naturally fuperftitious, and
rather follow the guidance of faith than reafon. It
was therefore for this reafon that the ancientlaw-
givers always made ufe of the knowledg® of the
true God, or of the falfe maxims of idolatry, to

bring the barbarous nations under the yoke of their
government.

China, happier in its foundation than any other
nation under the fun, drew in the chief of the haly
maxims of their ancient religion fmm\%{;‘unm
head. The children of Noah, who we# ffiticead
all over the eaftern parts of Afia, and,'in ﬂm— '
bability, founded this empire, being them mn
the time of the deluge witneffes of the on
of their Creator, tranfmitted !
s i g Bk ek

5 ~fleps, which Wy find MM
ftories, will not lu?;zsdc?b:ith!#ﬁ‘ f
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A . Religion of China. 3
® " Fohi, the firt emperor of China, carefully bred
- feven forts of creatures, which he ufed to fa-

to the fupreme Spirit of heaven and earth,
“For this reafon {fome called him Paohi, thatis, Ob-
lation ; a n&lme, which the greateft faints of the old
andinew teftament would have been proud to have,
2 Ii}ig:\was referved for him alone, who made
“himfel oblation both for faints and finners.
Hoamti, the third emperor, built a temple to the
fovereign Lord of heaven ; and altho’ Judea had
ﬁc honour of confecrating to him one more rich
and magnificent, hallowed even by the prefence of
our Creator, and the prayers of our Redeemer, it
- is no fmall glory to China, to have facrificed to
their Creator in the moft ancient temple of the world.
Tgouen hio, the fifth emperor, thought after-
wards, that one place was too narrow to contain
the “fervices paid to the Lord of the univerfe. He
therefore inflituted priefts or ecclefiaftical Manda-
rines in feveral provinces, to prefide over the facri-
fices. He gave them ftrit command to obferve
that divine fervice was performed with all humility

& W, and that all the rcligious ceremonies
were ly obferved.
Tiho, his fucceffor, took as much care of reli-

gion as he had done. Hiftories relate, that the

emprefs his wife, being barren, hegged children of

God during the facrifice with fuch fervour and

earneftnefs, that fhe conceived in a few days, and

fome timp#ifter was brought to bed of a fon, who

—was“famous for that forty emperors fucceflively

i of his family,

aoand Chan, the two Princes who fucceeded him,

gre fo famous for their piety and for the wifdom of

~ their governments, that it is very likely that religion
i waj-'lmore floutithing during their reigns.

. )} x It



ning the Ancient an :
It is allo very probable, that the three fliccecd
families did preferve the knowledge of God. Tor
bout 2000 years, during the reigns of 80 gupeg® s
fince the learnedeft among the Chinefe maintais, ‘§us,
before the fuperftitions introduced with the god l'p
into China, there were no idols or ftatubs fogn. 1his
is certain, that, during all that {pace of tipie . the
obfervation of the emperor Yao’s maxipe€ was s
commended to the princes, of which the mofdl cf
fential and principal was concerning the wesfhip of
the fovereign Lord of the world ; and alt & (o2
emperors have been fo wicked as to rejeét them 4o
far, as even to threaten Heaven itfelf, and foolilh-
ly challenge it to fight, they have been nicverthie-
lefs looked upon as monfters ; and other winperors
about that time have difcovered by their pfiins «
good fenfe of religion. -,
Vou vam, the firft of the third line, did Lunfels,
according to ancient cuftom, offer facrifices, aml his
brother who bore him a f‘:)a.ﬂiomte love, and heughs
his life fhill neceflary for the good of th ang
dom, feeing him one day in danger of dy
ftrated himfelf before the Divine Majefty to *&
recovery. It is you, O Lord, faid he, who
bim to bis people 5 beis our father, be is our mdkr
If we fall into any diforder, who can fet us to rights
again fo well as be ? And if we follow exatly what
thou baft infpired bim to teach us, why punifbeft thow
us by taking bim? As for me, O Lord, contimasd -
the good prince, 1 can be but little _fmwik
this world 5 if you defire the death of a g g:'u .
Jer up my life with all my beart for a %u :f 3
you will be pleafed to [pare my mafter, my
my brother. The hiftory fays, his pra ma
heard, for he died as foon as he had put up b
petition. An example which demonftrates, thit nai'
only the tenour of religion was refaved"m;ong P,
thoﬁ: people, but Trzher, that they followed ‘the
' diftages
v -t!




o . 7T Religion o} Ching; -
diétates of the pureft charity, which is the very
quinteflence and perfeétion of religion.
"~ But Tchim-vam, his fon and fucceffor, gave fuch
.B;_'?ht niarks of his picty, towards the end of his
ifé, that it leaves us no room to doubt of the truth
of what I #ave advanced. You fhall hear what
the ancient Chinefe books fay of him: This prince,
~fay théy, who had always regulated his behaviour
according fo the ordinances of the fupreme Gover-
nor of heaven, fell dangeroufly ill in the fiftieth
%.‘:]ar of his age, and thirty-feventh of his reign,
| Vlen he knew the danger he was in, he called to-
gether the principal officers of his court, with a
efign to nominate his fucceflor, and that he might
“omit nothing which was ufually performed on l%ch
occafions, he arofe from his throne where he had
ordered his fervants to fet him; he made them
wafh his hands and face, cloath him with his im-
perial habits, and put his crown on his head 3 and
then, leaning on a table of precious ftone, he {pake
to the company in this manner,
b ¢ My ficknefs is every day worfe and worle, for
', ¢ sthus has Heaven ordain’d ; 1 fear death will feize
] upB'ﬁqu, and therefore thought myfelf obliged to
¢ acquaint you with my laft will. You know how
¢ great the reputation of my father and grandfather
¢ was, and how bright the examples of virtue, which
¢ they fet the empire, did appear. I was very un-
¢ worthy to fill the place in which thefe great men
¢ fat 3 notwwhftanding, I did fucceed them, Ido
< neyerthélefs acknowledge my ignorance and un-
=% fitnels. .
¢ It is for this reafon perhaps, that Heaven has
¢ fhorten’d the days of my reign. I ought in this,
¢ as well as in all other things, to acquiefce; for
¢ you have all feen that I have hitherto received its
¢ ordeys with an humble fear, and a profound refpect.
;‘ .¢ I have endeavour’d to follow them, without ever
Sd) e l ¢ deviating
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-—



¢ my people. On thefe two heads 1 caflaot.a~
¢ myfelf of any fault, and, if my life B8 5%

“-reputation, it is all owing to that to '.ne.n s, |

<which has brought down upon me the Licli 1a o '3
¢ the fovereign Matter of the world. | = "

¢ Itison your account that I {peak this [sideiiing
¢ himfelf to his eldeft fon) it is on ygur sccowd,
¢ oh, my fon ; be you the inheritor of y: ancefto
¢ virtue, rather than of my power and« crown. I
¢ make you a king, ’tis all that-you can have of me;

¢ be a wife, virtuous, and unblameable prince, this

¢ I command you, and the whole empire expeéts
¢ from you.”

Under the reigns of this prince and his fon * it
was, that peace, honefty, and juftice reigned in
China, fo that they oftentimes fent their prifoners
to dig or lough the grounds, or get in the corn,
without thmkmg that the fear of punifhment would
make them runaway. After harveft they came
again to receive that punifbment of their fau]m*
which the Mandarines had appointed.

Lattly, if we examine weﬁ the hiftory of Chm:l,
we fhall ftill find, that for three hundred yearsafter,
that is to fay, down fo the times of the emperor
Yeouvam, who reigned eight hundred years before
Chrift, idolatry had not corrupted this people; fo
that they have preferved the knowled the true
God for near two thoufand years, a.ﬁ“udhonour

their Maker in fuch a manner as may ferve both for=- |

an example and inftruction to chriftians themfelves.
They had all along a ftri& care to breed up beafts
for facrifices, and to maintain pnc&s to offer them

up; befides, that the internal werfhip of the mind
was prcfcnbed, they did obl.\ge themfel t\g_a nice
: er'utpn.

* Cam-wvam,

T

Koot Do Tl leaﬁ: I the world dave 3
¢ alfo all my life time had in my heart. my anceftors §
¢ inftructions touching my duty to Heaven, and to" "]

1
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obfervation of even the fmalleft ceremonies which
r raight in any ways be ferviceable to the people’s edi-
| fication ; the emprefies did themfelves breed up filk-
.worms, and with their own hands worked coverings
I for thealtars, and habits for the priefts. The empe-
rérsyhave oftentimes tilled the ground, which procf:-
~ ced she com or wine deftined for facred ufes. Again,
~ the priefts never dared to offer facrifices before the
" people, unlefs for it by an abftinence of three
or feven days from conjugal enjoyments. They have
had their folemn faft-days, and days of prayer in
publick, efpecially when the empire laboured under
any publick calamity, either by barrennefs, by floods,
_ by earthquakes, or wars from abroad.
With this outward worfhip it is, that the emperors
repare themfelves for war ; for taking upon them-
) Fclves the government, or vifiting the provinces ;
and that Heaven may favour their enterprifes with
fuccefs, they inquire of their fubjects of their own
faults, that they may amend them, believing that all
publick calamities are occafioned thro® their ill go-
vernment. ‘We meet with a fignal inftance of this
.in hiftory, which I cannot forbear reciting.

An tmiverfal barrennefs having continued over all
the provinces for feven years together (which time
feems not far diftant from the feven years of barren-
nefs of which the fcripture {peaks, and perhaps this
thing alittle looked into may ferve to amend or con-
firm our chronology *) the people were reduced to
extreme wap#; and when prayers, fafts, and other
a&s of himiliation were ufed without fuccefs, }he
‘em not knowing any means proper to be ufed
to g;:':} relief from this pu&ick misfomne, after hav-
ing offered to God fevera] facrifices to appeafe his in-

* Thisemperor died 1753 years before the birth of Jefus Chrift,
and the feven years of fearcity, accordiog to the fcripture, hap-

. pen'd 5743 years before the fame birth, »
b2 s ) LY | . dignation
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ignation, he refolved at laft to offer up lﬁmfelf for
a facrifice.

For this purpofe he called together the chief p:l >

fons of his kingdom, in the prefence of them
difmantled himfelf of his royal apparel, and cioathed
himfelf meanly. In this habit, with ‘his head and
face bare, in the fame fathion that a criminal a

before a judge, he marched attended by his whole :.
court, toa mountain a2 good diftance from the town.

When, proftrating him{elf before the divine Majelty,
to whom he paid his adorations nine times, he fpake
in thefe words: O Lord, you know the miferies . te
which we are reduced. It is my fins which bave
brought them wupon nwy people, I come bither to own and.
acknewledge it in the prefence of beaven and earth.
That 1 may the better amend my faults, give me leave,

O Lord, of all the world, to ask what aflion of mine

bas more particvlarly given you offence., Is it the [plen-
dor of my palace? 1 will take care to Fetrench what is
Juperfiucus: perbaps the profufenels of my table, or
¢he delicacy and voluptuoufnefs of it have brought this
fearcity : beveafter nothing fhall be feen there but thrif-
tinefs and temperance. The laws permit to me the yfe
of concubines, but perbaps you diflike that Fbhave too
many. I am ready to lelfen the numbér. And, if all
this be nat fufficient to appeafe your juft indignation, and
you muft bave an oblation ; bebold one, O Lurd, I'am
beartily awilling to die, if thou wilt fpare this good
people : let raim come from beaven on their fields to
relieve their neceffities, and thunder 9»@1.6:&3’ 10 fa-
tisfy your juftice. ”

The prince’s piety touch’d the clouds, f&F the aif™
was prefently overcaft, and an univerfal rain imme-
diately fell, which did in due feafon bring fortha
fruitful harvelt, ‘When idolaters feem ( ized at
the death of Jefus Chrift, we ufe the example of this

-

-prince to juftify our faith. You not only approve
of this action, fay we to them, in which oneg your
e bl



- Religion of China. 323
emperors difrob’d himfelf of all that was magnificent;
and offer'd himfelf a facrifice for his fubjeds; but
" you admire it, and recommend it to pofterity as a fit
’- pattera for all the princes of the world : how then
. ean Kou ddlike that exceffive love and kindnefs,
L which made Jefus Chrift offer himfelf an oblation
and faciifice for all men 3 and defpoil himfelf of the
‘- brightnefs of his Majefty, to inveft us one day with
his glory and divinity ?
| Thefe footfteps of the true religion, which we find
" in China for fo many ages togethzr, carry us naturally
to make a refleion, which will juftify the providence
of the Almighty in the government of the world.
‘People are fometimes amaz’d, that China and the In-
dies have been overfhadow’d by the cloudsand dark-
nefs. of idolatry, almoft ever fince the birth of our
Saviour, while Greece, a great part of Africk, and
almoft all Europe, have enjoy’d the clear light of
faith ; but they never confider, that China, for two
thoufand years, had the knowledge of the true God,
and have pra&i’d the moft pure morality, while
Euarope and almoit all the world wallow’d in error
and corruption.

God, in the diftribution of his gifts, is not an un-
juft refpecter of perfons ; yet he has laid out his times,
to let his grace fhine forth in due feafon, which, like
the fun, rifes and fets in different parts of the world,
according as people make a good or bad ufe of it.
I donot kigpw whether I may make bold to add,
7 that as the dun, which by its conftant motion hides

itlelf toefome, to fhew itfelf to others, has notwith-
ftanding, at the year’s end, diftributed to every coun-
try inuqualport%ronoflight and warmth ; g}rGodby
the fecret and hidden courfe of his grace and {pirit,
which have bazn communicated to the world,; tlz
equally divided #hem to all le in the world, tho
ia different s and.axpe? t times. How’}
ver it t God has made his wife diftribution o
‘ }’ iu Y 2 .- | g(‘ﬁ grace,
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grace, I am fure of all nations China has leaft s<.00s
to complain, finceno one has receiv’d a larger pottivs.
than fhe. -

The knowledge of the true God, which infled
many ages after the reign of Cam-vam, anpd in ¥l -
probability, a long while after the time of Cenfuche,
was not always fupported in the fame purity, Lhey
minds were poffeffed by idolatry, and their numntse
became fo corrupt, that the true faith, being' but the
occafion of greater ill, was by little and little saken
away from them by the juft judgment of Ged. A-
mong all the fuperftitions which follow’d hersupon,
there were two forts which were principally ella-
blifhed, and do, between them at this preil:\t, qun-
prehend almoft all the empire.

Li Laokun gave rife to the firft of thefe. oo
a philofopher who lived before Confucius 5 1is Birth
was prodigious, if you believe what his followers fay of
it: for his mother carried him more than fouiiore
years in her flanks, from whence, a little befare Lt
death, he {prang out of her right fide, which apeasd
itfelf. ‘This monfter, to the {forrow of his cauntry.
furvived his mother, and by his pernicious deitiine
in a fhort time grew famous: neverthelefs he wre
feveral ufeful books ; of virtue, of the good of avaud-
ing honour, of the contempt of riches, of thar jn-
comparable retirednefs of mind, which fepamies us
from the world the better to know ourfelves, 1le
often repeated the following fentegce, which I«
faid was the foundation of true wifdom. | Ererme/
reafon produced one, one produced two, twe $34
three, and three produced all things : which foesms 1o
fhew as if he had fome knowledge of the Tsiniey.

But he taught that God was corporeal, ang hut
Ie governed other deities as a king governs b (il
jeéts. Heapplied himfelf mightily gchy ey, ol
which fome pretend he was the inventer. He
his brains likewifzabout the philofophe:; M_,ﬂ
‘ | ! B9
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did at length fancy, that, by a certain fort of drink,

ight be immortal. To obtain which his follow-
owers praclife magick, which diabolical art, in a

time, was the only thing ftudied by the gentry.
"_E_ bomdi ftudied it in hopes to avoid death ; and
>¢he wom

thro’ natural curiofity, as well as defire

to prolong their life, applied themfelves to it, where-

in they exercife all forts of extravagancies, and gjve
themfelves up to all forts of impietics.

Thofe, who have made this their profefled bufinefs,

are called Tien fe, that is Heavcn?y Doéors; they

have houfes given them to live together in fociety,

" “they ere& in divers parts temples to Laokun their

mafter ; king and people honour him with divine
worfhip ; and altho’ they have examples enough to
have undeceived them from thefe errors, yet they

~ wehemently purfue immortality, by his precepts who
could never gain it himfelf.

Time, which ftrengthens and confirms what is ill,
did at length gain thefe falfe doctors fuch a reputa-
tion, as made them almoft innumerable, The co-
venants which they make with the devil, the lots
which they caft, their magical wonders, whether true
or only feeming, make them dreaded and admired
of the common herd; and, whencefoever it comes
to pafs, there is no body who does not give fome

® cruﬂ to their maxims, or does not hope to avoid
death by their means.

One of thefe doctors * got himfelf fo great a re-
putation, thet the emperor gave him the name Cham-
ti; which is the name by which they call God him-
Telf ;"ind fignifies Supreme Emperor.  This piece of
impiety gave the killing blow to the ancient religion ;
for till then the Chinefe, as much idolaters as they

. were, did always make a diftindtion between the

the other gods. But, by a juft judg-
, the &gi)l(}ofthatprhwcjﬁms;ex-

: '3 :
ey 5 S’

§'.

tinét,



326 Concerning the Ancient and Mod

tm&, and the empire, which had hitherto &
its own rules of government, was the firft ti
to fubmit to thofe of the weftern Tartars.”
famous Colao t, who printed 2 book, could s iy
acknowledge: In this time, fays he, the Gnper
Hoei-tcoum did, againft all manncr of r cajmf, give IZQ‘
attributes of the Jupreme God to a man. This moft .
powerful and adorable God, above all the [pirits in bea-
ven, was fenfible of the wrong done bim 5 for e pu-
nifbed feverely the wickednefs of this privce, dwd wui-
terly rooted out his family.

The fecond fe&, which is prevalent in Chmﬂ, .
is more dangcrous and more univerfally {presd than
the former, adorean idol which they call Fo or Foe, .
as the only god of the world. This idol was hroughs
from the Indies two and thirty years after the death |
of Jefus Chrift. This poifon began at coutt, but
fpread its infeétion thro’ all the provinces, and cor-
rupted every town: fo that this great body&sfanca,
already fpoiled by magick and impiety, was tmme-
diately infected with idolatry, and became a mon-
ftrous receptacle for all forts of errors. Fables, fuper-
ftitions, tranfmigration of fouls, idolatry and atheifm
divided them, and got fo {trong a maftery over them,
that, evenat ths prefent, there is not {o great an im-
pcadunent to the progrefs of chriftianity, as is this
ridiculous and impious doctrine, ;

No body can well tell where this idol Fo, of whom
I fpeak, was born; (I call him an idol and not a
man, becaufe fome think it wasana 1

hell) thofe, who with more likelih ﬁ}
man, make him born above a thoufand y. hr,{oz
Jefus Chrift, in a kingdom of the Indies, tig the,
line, perhaps a little above Bengala. They
was 2 king’s fon, He was at firft calf'd It“
but at thirty years of age he took the nu
His mother, who brought him int&
1' Kmﬂ Wy s . :‘ o
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“her right fide, died in childbirth: fhe had a fancy in
, that fhe f{wallowd an elephant, and for
is | it is, that the Indian kings pay fuch ho-
ur to white elephants: for the lofs of which, or
g,;?h’mg fome others, they often make bitter wars.
*t When tlsis monfter was firft born he had ftrength
ough to ftand alone, and he made feven fteps, and
pointed”with one hand to heaven, and the other to
the carth. Hedid alfo {peak, butin fuch a manner
as fhew'd what fpirit he was poflefs’d withal. Jn
beaven, or on earth, fays he, [ am the only perfon
who deferve to be bonoured. At feventeen he married,
«and had a fon, which he forfook, as he did all the
reft of the world, to retire into a folitude with three
or four Indian philofophers, whom he took along
with him to teach. But at thirty he was on a fud-
“dheq poflels’d, and, as it were, fill'd with the di-
vinity, who gave him an univerfal knowledge of all
things. From that tine he became a god, and be-
gan, by a vaft number of {eeming miracles, to gain
the peoplc’s admiration. The number of his difci-
» ples 1s very great, and it is by their means, that all
N the Indies have been poifoned with his pernicious
doétrine. Thofe of Siam call them Talapoins, the
Tartars call them Lamas or Lama-fem, the Japonere
Bonzes, and the Chinefe Hocham.
s But this chimerical god found at laft, that he was
a man as well others, He died at 79 years of age;
and, to give the finithing ftroke to his impiety, he en-
-deavoured tgpperfuade his followers to atheifm at his
death, as he had perfuaded them to idolatry in his
Yife-tinee. Then he declared to his followers, that all
which he had hitherto told them was enigmatical ; and
t y would be miftaken, if they thought there
any other firft principle of things befides nothing ;
Jt was, faid he, from this nothing, that all things
is. into this nothing, that all things muft

™ Y 4 ! resyry.
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return.  This is the abyfs where all our bapes v

Since this impoftor confefled, that he -‘-
the world in his life, it is but reafonabley thar KER
fhould not be believed at his death. Yet, iﬁlpqﬂf” :
has always more champions than virtud, there wag

among the Bonzes a particular fec of atheifts; formgt
from the laft words of their mafter. The refl, wl* '1
found it troublefome to part with their forfuer pres
judices, kept clofe to their firft errors. A third fort
endeavoured to reconcile thefe parties togetlier, by
compiling 2 body of do&rine; 11 which there I 4
twofold law, an interior and an exterior. O:E:-;ught
to prepare the mind for the reception of th# arhcr.
Itis, fay they, the mould which fupports the suate.
rials till the arch be made, and then is taken away as.
ufelefs. TS
Thus the devil, making ufe of mens folly and ma-
lice for their deftruftion, endeavours to erafe out of
the minds of fome thofe excellent ideas of God,
which are fo deeply ingraved there, and to impritit
~in the minds of others the worfhip of falfe gods un+
der the thapes of a multitude of different creatures,
sor they did not flop at the worfhip of this idol.
The ape, the elephant, the dragon, have been wor-
fhipped in feveral places, under pretence perhaps,
that the god Fo had fucceffively been tranfmigrated'
into thefe creatures. China, the moft fuperftisings of
all nations, increafed the number of her idol, waud
one may now feé all forts of them imthe temple
which ferve to abufe the folly of this people.
It is true, they fometimes do not pay to théis g
all that refpect which feems duc to their quality. #%
it often happens, that, if the people after worfllingus
them a great wl:)i{i;_ c;zdnmbmin what they define,.
hey turn them off, and look e as wapotent
e others ufe them in them ot oo fpai™ar
ery fome Joad thim with hard namsy Uthem

( .
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fard bldws. How now, Dog of a fpirit, fay they
[ eivam, fometimes, we give you a lodging in a mag-
cent taggple, we gild you handfomely, feed you
l, and often offer incenfc to you, and after all
this cife, which we take of you, you are fo ungrate-

as to reflife what we ask of you.
T'hen they tie im with cords, pluck him down,
and drag him along the ftreets thro’ all the mud and
dunghills, to punifh him for the expence of perfume
which they have offered up to him for nothmg. If
in the mean time it happens, that they obtam what
they did defire, then they take the idol, and with a
~ grent deal of ceremony carry him back and place him
in his nich again, after they have wafthed and clean-
fed him : they fall down to him, and make excufes
for what they have done. Intruth, fay they, we
“Were a little too hafty, as well as you was fomewhat
too long in yoa:rngnnt s why fhould you bring this
beating on yourfelf? ‘Were it not better to have
ted our petition of your own free will, rather
than be forced to do it ? But what is done can’t be
., now undone, let us not therefore think of it any
more; if you will forget what is paffed we will gild

you over again,

A few years ago there happened a paflage at Nan-
kim, which does very well difcover what an opinion
“the Chinefe have of their gods. A man, whofe only
daughter was very ill, tried all the phyficians, but
without effect 5 he thought it therefore his beft way
t6 betake himfelf to the affiftance of his gods. Pray-
ers, offerings, alms, facrifices, and all other means,
Were ifed to obtain relief,. The Bonzes, who were

in the fift, promifed that an idol, whofe
er they mightily boafted, fhould grant her reco-
- . For all this the woman died, the father out
ij!f meafure gri refolved to revenge himfelf, and
to hri accufation againft the idol.
ks ( f .~ "He
-’ “ . 3 . 2 ]
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He put in his complaint therefore to the yndge of
the place, in which afrcr he had lively fhewad 8o
the deceitfulnefs of this unjuit god, he i;qpii that Tre
deferved an exemplzrly punithment for haviug b

his word. If this {pint, faid he, could cuse my

daughter, it is palpable cheating to take'my mone o

and yet let her die.  If he could not do it, whic dd
he fignify ? And how came he by his quality of god-
fhip ? Do we worfhip him, and the whole proviace
offer him facrifice for nothing at all? So that hecon-
cluded it to be either from the malice and weaknels
of the idol, that the cure was not performed ; wher-
fore his temple he judged ought to be pulles dawn,
his priefts thamefully difmiffed, and the idol punifbwd
in his own private perfon.

The bufinefs feemed of confequence to the judge,
wherefore he fent it to the govemor, who, defiring<G™
have nothing to do with thofe of the other world,
defired the viceroy to examine intoit.  After he had
heard the Bonzes, who were extremely concerned at
it, he took their part, and advifed him not to perfift
in the caufe any longer: for, faid he to him, you are
not wife, to concern yourfelf with this fort of {pi-
rits. They are naturally ill tempered, and I am
afraid will play fome ill trick. Believe me, you had
* better come to an agreement. The Bonzes affure
me, that the idol fhall do what is reafonable on his
part, _plx;ovided you on your part do not carry things
too s

But the man, who was almoft mad éor the deais "

of his daughter, did conftantly proteft, that he would

fooner perifh than relinquith his juft rights, Thefds
tence is given for me, faid he, the idol faucie;j,;thﬁ'i
he might commit any fort of injuftice withaus R
nifhment, becaufe he thought no body wanld 1&

b

bold enough to take him to task; but k¢ & not (b 2oy

fafe as he thinks, and alittle time will figw 5 \ichw
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'F-he}iemy could not now go back, and was

in therefore to grant a trial; he fent the cafe to the
vereign coﬁmcil at Pekin, who remitted the trial to

“Mmn again, he therefore fubpcena'd the parties. The

deyil, who had but too many friends among all forts

. of men, had alfo his fhare among the lawyers and
pro&ors; thofe of them, to whom the Bonzes gave
largely, found their caufe good, and fpoke with fo
much concern and vehemence, that the idol itfelf

_could not have pleaded better its own caufe. Yet

.they had to deal with a fubtle adverfary, who had
.been beforechand with them, and had cleared the
judge’s underftanding by a large bribe, being tho-
QL hly perfuaded, that the devil muft be very cun-
ning indeed, to withftand {o clear an argument as
this laft was to the judges.

In fhort, after a great many hearings, the man
carried his point. The idol was condemned to a per-
petual banifhment, as ufelefs to the kingdom, and

«. his temple was to be plucked down; and the Bonzes
who reprefented him were feverely chaftifed ; they
might notwithftanding apply themfelves to the fer-
vice of other fpirits, to make themfelves amends for

.. the damage they had received for loving this.

. Can any one who has not loft his fenfes adore gods
of this chara&er, weak, fearful, and whom one
may-dffront fafely ? But alas! We may flatter our-
felves that We are never {o wife, yet how muchis
our wifdom diftant from reafon, when it is diftant
from the true faith.

Inflead of coming hereby to a knowledge of the
ﬁkne{'s of their gods, the people grow more and

jmb!md every day. The Bonzes are above all

bliged to keep up their credit and tation, be-
: “*he advantage they make thereby. T
_ iy‘about the better, they make ufe of the fol-
) /': i . lowing

- A
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maxims of merality, which they take FI A
te.  “n

Pm\%acgamu.ft not think, fay they, that ggell and.
are as confufed in the other world as they uee in thif"
there are there rewards for the good, and'yuni
ments for the bad ; which has occafiéhed :
places to be fet apart for the fouls of men, acedrding
to every one’s merit. The god Fo was the fviour
of the world, he was barn to teach the way af £, |
vation, and to make expiation for all our fius, *

He has left us ten commandments.  The fiefl for-
bids the killing of any living creature of what fort
{oever ; the fecond commands not to take anothe:
man’s goods ; the third not to give up ong's 1¢lf 1
mmpurity ; the fourth not to lye; and the fifil %o
drink no wine. :

Befides thefe, they recommend to the people’s it
tice feveral works of mercy. Entertain and sourith
up, fay they, the Bonzes; build them mépalteries
and temples, that their prayers and volustury pe-
nances may obtain for you exemption from that pu-
nifhment which your fins have deferved. Blam paper
gilt and wathed with filver, habits made of fluff and
filk. All thefe in the other world fhall e rusmed
into real gold and filver, and into true and fibtan-
tial garments, which fhall be given to your furhers
faithfully, who will make ufe of themas they have |
occafion. If you do not regard thefe cornmands,
you fhall be after your death cruelly tormens 1, and
expofed to feveral Metcmgiycof'es or tranfmignuti .,
that is to fay, you fhall be born in the fhape of ns.
horfes, mules, and all other creatures. Tl

int makes a impreffion upon their minds.
Pm;trcmembcr,grs:.t, being in the province of Xiuf,
I was fent for to chriftena fick perfon, Jewas o
old man of threefcore and ten, who lived upon &y
{mall ion, which the emperor | Iyen
When Icame into hischamber, O my got
he, how much am I obliged to you, w.
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me from a deal of torment. Bap-
ered I, doagw:tot only deliver from the
t of* hell, but intitles us to the enjoyment of
| place.in paradife : O how happy will it be for you
to heaven, eternally to live in the prefence of
' 1 Tdonot, faid the fick man, underftand what
you mean, nor perhaps have I explained my mean-
» ing clearly to you ; you know, father, I have lived
a %cmg time upon the emperor’s bounty. The Bon-
zes, who are perfe@ly well acquainted with all the
tranfadtions of the other world, affure me, that I
. fhall be obliged after iy death, by way of recom-
penfe for my penfion, to ferve him, and that my foul
~ will infallibly go into oneof his poft horfes, to carry
difpatches from court thro® all the province. They
~haye therefore been advifing me to mind my duty in
that new ftate; not to ftumble, nor kick, nor bite,
nor otherwife hurt any one; run well, and eat little,
and be patient, fay they, and you may move the
gods to compaflion, who often, of 2 good beaft,
make at length a perfon of quality, or a confiderable
"= Mandarine. I proteft, father, the very thoughts of
it makes me quake, it never comes into my mind,
but I tremble; yet I dream of it every night, and
fometimes methinks in my fleep I am already/in the
s hamefs, ready to run at the firft jerk of the poftilion.
1 Then I wake in a great fweat, and half mad, fcarcely
rmn'g:"whther I am a man or a horfe. But,
_Al=gT "What, will be my forrow when this will be no

more a dream but a reality.

»* “Fhis therefore, father, is the courfe I took. They
tell me, that thofe of your religion are not fubject to
: that men are always men, and are,
other world, of the fame kind as they are here.
4 {3&' you therefore to receive meamong you. I
J’ your, religion is hard to obferve; yet, if it had
- mes #ore difficulties, 1 am ready to embragce it;
er trouble it put me to, I had rather be
than be turned into a beaft. This dil-

" courfe.
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murfe, and the condition the man was in,
me into compaffion ; and afterwards confid
myfelf, that God makes ufe of ﬁnomn i
to bring men to the knowledge of the rruthg,l
an occafion from thence to undeceive him of his mi
takes, and to lead him into the way of {alvati Y
inftru@ed him a fE;reat while, at laft he believed : and -«
1 had the comfort to fee him die, not only :Lh a
clearer and better underftanding of things,

ther with all the marks of a good chriftian.

In procefs of time, the {uperftitions of the people
grew fo numberlefs, that I do not believe anymhah .
under the fun is fo full of whimfies as China, 1he
Mandarines are obliged to condemn all thefe fids -
as hereticks, as indeed they do in their books; but
yet {pringing themfelves moftly from idolatrous fae -
milies, and %:avmg been inftru@®ed by the Banzes,
they in their practice follow the example of €38 com-
mon people.

Two of thefe Bonzes, feeing one day in a rich far-
mer’s yard two or three large ducks, fell on thels
faces before the door, and figh’d and wept gricvoully,
The good woman, feeing them out of her chuni
window, came down to fee what was the geeaiion
of their tears. We know, faid they, that l’*f 5
of our iathers are tran{migrated into thofe créatures,
and the fear we are in, left you fhould kill the
without doubt go near to kill us: It ig$:48 Gid the
woman, wedid intend to fell them, but, ﬁnﬂ! e
are your fathers, I promife you we will Keep thcﬂi) e

This anfwer was not for the Bonzes p::ﬁol' gl
continued they, perhaps your hufband notbefa&
charitable, and then, if any accident fhould happes i
them, you may be fure it will kill us, At-
a long difcourfe, the good woman was fo far i
with their pretended grief, that fhe gave the
ducks to look after for fome time to con;fol
They took them with a great deal of refpé
ftrating themfelves twenty times to them; b
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they made an entertainment of them
their company, and fattened themfelves

o2

)
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. A prince of the blood loft a young man for whom
hatt particular love ; a few years after he {poke

8 it with a freat deal of warmth and concern to the
h who faid to him: My lord, do not trouble
. yourfelf any more, your lofs may be repaird; he

whom you grieve for is in Tartary, and his foul is
paffed into a young man’s body ; but there muft bea
t deal of money to find where he is, and you muft
jve good prefents to the priefts of that country.
“This news pleafed the prince mi%htil}', fo that he gave
them what they defired ; and a few monthsafter they
"got a boy any where, and gave him to the prince in-
ead of the boy who was dead. Thus it is, that
tiiewvhole country, from the peafant to the prince,
are bubbled by thefe minifters of iniquity.

If they can’t thus trick people out of their money,
they try to get it out of them by doing aé&s of pe-
nance publickly, which the people efteem them
mightily for, and fhew them a great deal of pity and
compaffion. I have feen them dragging after thema
long chain of iron as thick as one’sarm, about thirty
feet long, faftened to the neck or legs. ThugAt™s,
fay they, at every door as they pafs, that weéxpiate
“your ts, fure this deferves fome {mall alms.

-Others i lick places knock their pates with all
eir ~witl large bricks, till they are almoft co-
; with bleod. They have feveral other peniten-

tial actions ; but what I was moft furprifed at was this,
*day I met in the middle of a town a young

Bonze of a good mien, a genteel and modeft look,
as n-'ght eafily move any one’s compaffion and
fity. He ftood upright in a fort of a fedan very
sfe fhut, the infide of which was like an harrow
ull of nails yery thick, with their points ftickin out
_towards the man in the chair, fo thathe could hot
wher one way or t'other without wounding him-
: < 1 felf.




ﬁlf T*o fellows were lur’d to carry P
houfe to houfe, where he begg’d the pcop; FE;‘ |

compaffion on him.
He told them he was fhut u 1nthatch4¢fol'
ood of their fouls, and was refolv’d never ﬁﬂow
m thence till they had bought alf the pals
which there were above two thoufand) at the &ts of
fix-pence a-piece, of which nails, the very {ipalleft he ’.ﬁ'
had would derive incomparable bleffings onthen and
their families. If you buy any of them, you will do 4
an a&ion of heroick virtue, and your alms are not
beftow’d on the Bonzes, to whom you may gake athyr
portunitiesof beftowing your charity, but o the god
F? in whofe honour we are going to build & temple. |
In the mean while I happen’d to pafs thre” the
ftrect; the Bonze, fecing me, came and t@ld me the
fame tale. I told hirn, that he was very ubhappy o
torment himfelf thus in this world for no , and
did counfel him therefore to came out of s pwifon,
to go to the temple of the true God to beinftrudted /
in heavenly truths, and fubmit to penance ol fevere,
but more wholfome. He was fo far from Being ina 4
paflion with me, that he anfwer’d me und
courteoufly, that he was much obliged tojne for my
advice, and would be more obliged fi me A,

if 1 would buy a dozen of his nails, w ﬂ__bulid
fide, take thefe; upon the faith

which I fell the others. He {poke thale m-.a-
to fee that bondman of the devil fu&'am# G W

certainly make me have a good j _}ourne -

Here hold your hand, fays of% it }..,
X i

the very beft in all my fedan, for they d? '

moft, yet you fhall have them at the

fuch a manner, as would have made me

occafion have laugh’d; but at that time h

raifed my compaffion, and I was ftrangel .

out his own deftru@ion, than a chriftian pe

gain his fﬂvanun --
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'i. ‘Yet al the Bonzes are not penitents : while fome
‘\abufe the credulous by their hypocritical pretences;
"th money out of them by magical arts, fe-
fts, horrible murders, and a thoufand detefta-
~ bleal tions, which modefty won’t let me men-

'-M%Peﬁp]e, who are only outwardly religious,
othing to gratify their paffions ; and if they
w¥an but efcape the juftice of men, which in this place
Tpares none who are caught wronging their neigh-
bour, they care nat what they do in the eyes of that
* God whom they will fearcely own.
Although the generality of the le are preju-
~iced inl:'agvour them, yet the ?vex?g' fort al:'eJ:l-
ways upon their guard againft thefe wretches; and
the magiftrates always take great notice of what they
do in their monafteries. It happened a few years
ago, that a governor of a town, pafling with his train
in the highway, faw a great company of people got
together, and had the curiofity to fend to know what
was the occafion of their meeting there.
The Bonzes were folemnizing an extraordinary fef-
«tival ; they had fet a machine upon a ftage, at the
top of which a young.man put out his head over a
little rail, which went all round the machine, The
rail hid his arms and all his body ; one could
nothing at liberty but his eyes, which he r4fled
~pdout as if he was diftracted. Below this machine
_in old Borize: upon the ftage, who told the
people thit t g man which they faw was go-
s crifice Aimfelf, according to cuftom, in this
% There ran by the road fide a deep river,
~anto which he would prefently throw himfelf head-
long. He can’t dic, added the Bonze, if he would,
: beﬁthe bottom of the river he will be reccived
by-Charitable {pirits, who will give him as good a
ywicome as he can defire; and indeed it 1s the
‘happinefs that can poflibly befal him ; an
have zﬁo facrifice themfclved

inftead
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3 . 0 2w th
inftead of him, but hi
becaufe of his zeal and other virtues, =

When the Mandarine had héard this & 895,
faid, that the young man indeed had a gress Jes
courage, but he wonder’d much that ¥
himfelf tell the people of this his refolutio; g™
come down a little, faid he, that we may® S0k with,
him. The Bonze, who was confounded at this o+
der, did all he could to hinder it, and ‘#id proteft,
that the whole facrifice would be ineffsdtual il he
{fpake a word, nay, it he did but open His « t
and for his part he could not anfwer for the fmlchef,
fuch a thing would bring upon the provinee. © Fop |
the miﬁ:hie? you talk of, replied the Mandarine, |
be refponfible ; and then he commanded the voung |
man to come down; he gave no other anfiver o
thefe commands but hideous and frghtiid looks."
and various diftortions of his eyes, | which almiit
ftarted out of his head. ) ,

You may from hence, faid the Bonze, jodge what .
violence you offer him in commanding hini dowa,,
He is already almoft diftracted, and if you continte:f
your command you will make him dig vath grief.
Qis did not make the Mandarine change hisscfolo-
b

=“pn, but he order’d fome of his retinueto go up anil

g him down. They found him tied =i bound

down on every fide, with a gagin his ﬁﬂnuk‘;-;-ﬁ .
4

as {oon as they had untied him, apd. 13
from the poor fellow's moufh, he cfosd
oud as he could bawl; Ah! my dord, revengs
againft thofe affaflins, who were goi drown me
I am a batchelor of arts, and was g NWM '
at Pekin, to affit at the inations thy:
day a company of Bonzes feiz’d upor
and this morning very early they bo
machine, taking from me all power :
or complaining, and intending to Frows

- 15
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> bﬂiﬂg refolv’d to IlCCOmplijh their accurs’'d

65 .
. .Z%Ew at the expence of my life.
. Wien he began to {peak the Bonzes were march-
ing o .but the officers of juftice, who always at-
; governors, ftopp’d feveral of them, The
chi them, who had pretended juft before that
“* the young man could not be drown’d, was himfelf
* immediately thrown into the river and drown’d ; the
others were carri@nto prifon, and did after receive
that punifhment which they deferv'd.

Since the Tartars have been emperors of China;
—the Lamas, another fort of Bonzes, have been efta-
. blif’d there. Their habit is different from thofe of

China both in fhape and colour, but their religion is
the fame with the Chinefe, and they wotthip the god
Fo ; they differ from the Chinefe only in a few parti-
cular fuperftitious practices. Thefe Lamas are chap-
lains to the Tartar nobiliry who live at Pekin ; but
in Tartary they themfelves are the gods which the
people warthip, ‘

There it is that the god Fo has his moft famous
“Jeat, where he appearsunder a fenfible figure, and, as

they fay, mever dies. He is kept in a temple, and

an infinite number of thefe Lamas ferve him wit

meffable veneration; which they itrive as mught as

“they can to imprint upon the minds of all others

\ whatiocwer.  When he dies, for he i3 but a man

" placed ?m:’y put in his room a Lamas of the

; daturey and, as near as they can, of the fame

itures, that the people may be the better deceivid

_%lyia-l'hu_s the people of this country, and efpecially

ers; are cternally bubbPd by thefe impoftors.

_ Ameng the different religions exercjs‘dinCEEna, I

doe nwt think it worth while to mention to your high-~

Eefs dar.ef:_:lw Mahomct?ns, who have liv’d for thefe fix

un years, in feveral provinces, and are never

~difturb®d; yg-.r:aufe they ncgzg difturb any one elfe

$pen the fegre of religion, being content to enjor it

j}ﬁg’ L2, themf{elves;
ye

r



340  Concerning the Ancient and Moder®

themfelves, or to propagate it there among theid ’
kindred by marriages. However, it may & o
to tell you of a third fect, which is the religifi, a»
philofophy, or policy of fome of the | for
one cannot tell by what name to call ?h‘h%* .
which is fo obfcure, that the very profefi
fearce underftand what they teach ; they call itin '
their language Iukiao, and is a fectof learned men..
That you may underftand what 1am going to tel)
you, you muft know that civil wars, magick, and
idolatry having put the empire into confufion for
many ages, the Jove of learning was quite cafbieridy
and there were found few do&ors, wheo could
their writings awaken the minds of men ocut of that
lethargy into which ignorance and corraption of
manners had lull’'d them ; only, about 1070 *, fome
creditable expounders were found 3 and, in 200, one
do&or did diftinguith himfelf from all othm for his
extraordinary underftanding ; by his examp de thcy
began by degrees to take fome pleafure in resding |
ancient books, which they had bc? ore thrown afide.. | 4.
Lattly, in the year 1400, the emperor, beéing Wil
to ftir up in his fubje&s alove of learning, made
hr&;;of fourfcore and two of the molt ingerious
doéters, whom he commanded to compile a fyflem
agreeable to the fentiments of the ancitnr wrirers
which might ferve as a dire@ion for shaaleg ned Reres
after, The Mandarines, who ha¥“the colnmifiitn,
fet themfelves diligently to work ; but being m
diced with thofc opinions which 1dolatrmd
all over China, inftead of following th
the ancients, they tried, by falfe gloﬂ'ed and in
pretations, to diftort the words and farhgi'of ﬁu;
anc:ents to their Fre judicate opmmns -
God as nothing
turex eif thatls, fromthatpowcr,
tural virtue which did produce, and

-
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“them that in order. Heis, fay they, a moft pure and
principle ; he is the fource of all things,
\and effence of all beings, and that which confti-
tutes the formal difference of every thing. They
- aggde uﬁ:f thofe magnificent expreflions of the an-
gieritsy-¢hat they might feem to keep to their doc-
rine ; bat indeed they raifed new opmions, becaufe
ey underftand hereby I can’t tell what fort of in-
. fenfible foul of “Yhs world, which they imagine
{pread thro’ matter, upon which it produces the fe-
veral mutations we fee. This is not that {upreme
—Emperor of heaven, all juft and all powerful, the
» chief of all creatures: in their works nothing is found
but a better fort of atheifm] and a licentious freedom
from the worfhip of God.

Buz, whether it was becaufe they were unwilling
to exprefs themfelves plainly, or did accidentally
make ufe of expreffions of a larger fignification than
their meaning, yet they talk of Heaven as did the
ancients, and afcribe to nature almoft all thofe per-
feftions which we attribute to God. They tolerate

“aillingly the Mahometans, becaufe like them they

adore the Mafter and King of Heaven. They per-
e

ﬂa‘! parts’ of the world; and which does fill keep
mo.

fecute all other fects with great violence, whic
court they took up a refolution utterly to

_shroughout the whole empire. :

§  Yet tuany reafons perfuaded them from putting
s refpdition T.-pradhice, the chief of which were
thalz even {gveral among the learned were diffen-
ters from this new eftablifh’d doérine, for they

..coui not thake off the prejudices they had fucked

in : befides all the people were wholly biafs’d in fa-
vour of idols, fo that their temples could never be
pull’d down, but infurretions and difturbances muit
neceffarily enfue. They were therefore contented
to adj at Pekin all the other fecs hereticks

ot Z3 (which

R
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(which they f¥ill do every year) without fettiks thenk,
felves effectually to ftop the ‘Prafcice of them. . ~ I
Thefe new books bcom}fao ed by their mo!
men, and honour’d by the emperor’s own
tion, were greedily received by every bod FP?J:‘;
lik’d them, becaufe they deftroy’d all forts of ¥eligiess®
and thefe make up the greateft aumber of €I e85
Others approv’d of them, becauft the religion whick('
they contain’d was fo very little, that it coft them na
pris nor trouble to praéhifzit 5 thus was the feé& v
of the learned form’d, of whom one may jultly fay,
they honour God with their mouth and with their_/
lips, for they often {ay, that we muft adore and o
Heaven ; but their hearts are diftant from him, fee-
ing they explain thefe words in fuch a fort as deftroys
the very being of God, and ftifles all fenfe of religion.
Thus this people, fo wife heretofore, fo full of
knowledge, and (if I may ufe the exprefficn) of the
fpirit of God, are now in thefe laft days miferably
fallen into fuperftition, magick, paganifm ; and
laftly, into atheifm itfelf, falling by degrees, ftory
by ftory, till they come to the very bottom of the
building ; becoming thereby enemies to that reit

whych they had fo conftantly follow’d, and shomi-
fuch\e

#Bde to that very nature to which they now give
igh encomims. .
This 1s, my lord, an account of the prefent ats Gt .
China, with refpec to the feveral re]iaiﬁ:n&h(;; mole;
for, as for the political honours which they pay ta Coni-
fucius, they arc not divine worfhip, and the puliicesgy~
which are call’d by his name, are not temples, but
houfesfor lcarned men to affemble in. T whs unwile
ling to particularize their ceremonies, their oMimans, |
and their morals ; befides that it would be fisd
endlefs, it i very difficult to give a certain
of them; becaufe the Bonzes do every da
new whimfics, and, if they can but live at
other peoples charge by abufing them, they do sat

' . "T'"__ il
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i,.aaluc whether they exacly follow the dorine of

their predeceffors, which 1s in effet neither better

' \noﬁ%rom abfurdities than their own.
- . Nothing now remains, but that I give your emi-
nence ah account to which of thefe feéts, which di-
jde the kifigdom, the emperor is moft inclinable.
T his prince, who is naturally wife and politick, has
‘Jalways kept in with the people. As heis upon a
throne which thgia‘{:: blzﬁcﬁm}' fhake, he endea-
' vours, as much af™e can, to ftrengthen it by his
ple’s love; he is fo far from provoking them, that
makes himfelf very popular, yet not to fucha
- as his father did, left he fhould bring upon
* himfelf the Mandarines hatred ; yet much more than
did the ancient emperors, to the end, that he may
as much as poffible fweeten that yoke, which a new

govesnment has put on their thoulders.

He does therefore permit, or rather tolerate fuper-
ftition 5 he pays a great deal of refped to feveral
Bonzes of the firft rank, who have behaved them-
felves well in any of the provinces, or at court;

. nay, he does his own temper that violence as to let
Yome of them live in his palace, thofe whom the
princefs his mother had before brought and eftablih’d
there : but, tho’ he thus favours their perforis, s

_no flave to their opinions. He perfe@ly undetfands
sthefoily of them, and does upon feveral occafions
laugh at thef, things which they enjoin for principles
of religion, as extravagancies and fables. He often
{fuids thofe who fpeak to him of them to the miflio-
ies: Hear, fays he, thofe fathers who reafon [o
mﬁ I am fure they will not be of your mind. One
day he faid to father Verbieft, his mathematician,
Why do nat you [peak of God as we do ? People would
be lgfs [fet againft your rd:ivn. You call bim Tien-
chu *, and we call bim Cham-1i. L it not the [ame

_ thing 2 WVill youdeave the ‘ufe of @good word becaufe
- 3% Z 4 pesple

/ﬂb{l;&j\ﬂﬁﬂdﬂt Lord of Heaven: Cham-ti Sovercign Empersr,
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i give fak& mrerpr:mnm: of it ? }!!Nw, hI o
peap fafi\er, I know that your & g:ﬁy Sdoes ﬁM
tbe old doftrine of China, wwhic

bave forfaken : and, if we [bould ufe 1heir ﬁ ﬂy
would fancy we believe as they believe

majefty will by a proclamation publickly drtlare fiﬁ
the word Cham-ti fignifies the fame in eff ity 15t 1 .,
chriftians mean by Tien-tchu, we are ready m

of any one of them as ﬁaon as the etbers. BE

the father’s anfwer, but reaf%s of ﬁﬁt& hinddid
him from following his advice.

‘When the quesn-mother was dead, thofey. whe
had the care of the funeral committed to them, -7 -
formed the prince that it was neceﬂhr; ac:m:ﬁlg -
to ancient cuftom, to pull down the
wall, that the body might be carried thro® the ch,
becaufe that the royal family would be axpefed
great many misfortunes, if the body was carvied €
the ordinary paffages. 2ou do not talk ratimally fiid
the emperor to them, your heads are full of ﬂiﬁ*ﬁﬂ
What folly is it to think my good or bad fortune depends
wpon the way by which sy mother goes tober romby
It was my unbappinefs to lofe ber, and to fear oy mij«
Sfortgne, after fo great a lofz, would be to difponsur ber

ber death, by fuperfeitious rites and ridoulins co-
remoises.  Some time after feveral maids of hanour 1o
the emprefs came and fell at the emperor’s fict, a‘.d N
begg’d with tears, that he would fuffer tli m, Wi
had ferv’d the emprefs here, to follow her juto ¢
other world, where their fervices mijght be needit
to her. He faid to them : Thave taken care of that
already, you need not therefore put yourfelves 19 farthete "
trouble about it. And, for fear left a cruel Zeal mtm
prompt them to lay violent hands on themfe
commanded their hair to be immediately cut
that they fhould be confin’d. When they are M
they fancy themfelves ufelefs, and unfit to ferve per.
fodsofc[mhtymtheoﬂxcrworld i




. L4 i g5
-.‘ Th;ﬁ;mrnpl to let us fee, that the
emperdr is very far from givin%]himfe.lf up to all
*_the lar extravagancies. e honours Con-
fucius, as the firft and wifeft philofopher in the
:vorld i fe\'cral- thing he follows cuftom, when
:r judges ‘it much for his intereft ; at certain
okimes of the year he offers facrifices in the temples,
¥ according to~ ancient praftice, yet he fays, 1t is
only im hon of the Cham-ti, and that he a-
dores no other b the fupreme Lord of the uni-
verfe. Thus far the inftruétions of the miffiona-
sies kave work’d upon him. He believes in one
' God, but ftate reafons, and the gratification of his
%3 “paffions, which are oppofite to the fpirit of Jefus
Chrift, have never fuffered him to open his eyes
to the truth &f the gofpel. The ngidnels and
f:vority of morals, which this requires, oftentimes
ftops the moft refolute; and we fee every day
perfons in the world, who have a greatnefs of
foul enough to deferve the name of Heroes, who
do yet want courage when they ought to behave
themfelves as thofe who bear that of Chriftians.

*  Neverthelefs, this prince would not have any
one think that he rejefts our religion for want of
courage. He told his mind to father Veibieft

.. one day in thefe words : Your law is baFd, yet,

& whatever difficulty was to be undergone, I fhould not
Rick ane_minute to be of it, were I convinced of the
truth of it. If Iwas once a chriftian, I am pretty
well fatisfied that in three or four years the whole

ire would be fo too: For I am their mafter.

e thight have fome hopes from thefe fentiments

of the prince, if we were not on the other fide
perfaaded, that the love of pleafure, and the fear
of giving occafion to fome revolution in the em-
pire, were not almoft invincible hindrances to his
\. converfion.

) o
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But who can ﬂhd out the Alrmghty sﬁ%
And who has hitherto penetrated into the

ries of his eternal councils ? Are not the hegrs of
the greateﬁ: princes as well as of themmrc&
people in his keeping ? it is from that Almighey,
hand that all our hopes are which has' alieady ™
confounded an infinite number of idols, and aver-+*
thrown many of their temples ; it has made vice- \'
roys, minifters of ftate, princes, =one emprels
fubmit to the yoke of chriftifity. The e \4
the converfion of the emperor requires muracles,
the more worthy it is of the great power and in-
finite goodnefs of God, who is called Great fon
no other reafon than for the great and wmighty 1
things which he hath done.

Thus, my lord, if Europe coftinues tc {end
into China fervent and devout miflionaries, - we
may hope, that God will vouchfafe to make ufe
of their zeal for the accomplifhment of thi grest
work, I am, in the moft profound manner,

My Lord,

’ 2our Eminence’s moft obedient
-,

N and moft bumble Servan,
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) "5’ LETTER XL
/

- ﬁﬁ{wﬁmr Rouillié, Counfellor of State in
" > Ordinary.

wdDf ke Efabiifment and Progrefs of the Chrifiian
b Religion in China,

Sir, B

HE ardent zeal, which you have always thew-

& ed towards eftablifhing and promoting the
chriftian religion in China, makes me hope, that

D “you will be pleafed with the letter which I now
take the boldnefs to write to you. You will not
only read the®in thofe things which I have al-
ready had the honour to difcourfe with you fo
often about, but alfe many other ufeful remarks,
which I hope may be worthy your curiofity and
attention.

It will, without doubt, bring youa great deal
of comfort, by fhewing you, that your care, your
\ﬁayers, and your bounty have been feconded by
eaven ; and that, in contributing fo much 35 you
have done to the converfion of fo many fouls, *you
will at the end of the world be accounted a father

# of many faithful.

But, in fpite of all that T can fay, you will
not be made {enfible of the great good you do
there, for & is with the greateft difficulty that =
you are brought to believe you do good: you
will ae leaft fee, that the fervent miflionaries,
who for more than an age have laboured in the

d of the gofpel, are not altogether un-
worthy their employment'; and that the fruits,
which they gather there, fhould be an encourage-
ment to all Europe, to perfect this t work,

" gwhich by fhem has been fo happily beg

B ; Among



Among other thmgs whmh thc empr:ror
againft us, when difcourfing of the chrifti
on, this was none of the weakeft. If the

e of Jefus Chrift,(fays he fometimes, & - F

effary for falvation, and if God defires the -

tnon of all men, why has he fo long ‘kept us i
ignorance and error ? It is now above fixteen agua‘,__
fince your religion, the only way men have; tao ob-" &
tain falvation, has been eftablifhed n_the {wrld :
we knew nothing of it here. k+<China fo incon-
fiderable as not to deferve to be thought of, while
fo many barbarous nations have been enlighse ned
The miffionaries have very folidly anfwer. | th%
objection, and that with {o good a face of resfon,
did give ample fatisfaction to the emperor. 1 do mt
here  tell you, fir, their anfwer; ywa do yourllf
know all that could be poffibly faid therets. But
perhaps it will not be tedious to you to ler you
know, that China has not been fo much ng¢ Teﬂed
as it thinks. We cannot inform ourfelvés of all
that has paffed in this new world fince the Jeath
of our Saviour ; for the Chinefe hiftories fvldap®
fpeak of any thing but what concerns ipmtfr:z,r_ .
goverpment :  yet the Divine Providence woul
. he fufficiently juftified in this point, if it had aét-
ed for the falvation of China no more than has
come to our knowledge.

There is no doubt but St. Thomas preac% dthe
true faith in the Indies, and it is as certamn, that
the Indians had then great dealings with,the Cb_mcﬂ,
to whom almoft all India was tribntary. It is
therefore very probable, that this apoftle, tn.wlﬂm
:hc care of this new world was committed, &l not

lect the beft part of it, whlchwasthenpmyb .\
inguifhed above the reft of the eaftern
Italy was above the weftern in the m
ing conchnon of the Roman empire ; “,;a
haps he himfelf travelled there, or at k:[l: h
- of his followers, .4 n
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Cbriftian Religion in 349
njeture which carries its own evidence
does ftill receive conﬁrmatlon, from what

“Jinefe hiftories relate concerning thofe times.
“Theiglhiftory fays, that a man came into China and
eached heavenly doétrine. He was notan ordinary
n, adds the hiftory, his life, his miracles, and his
*y virtues made him admired by all the world. Fur-
¢ thermore, one may read in an ancient breviary of
t!urmbar wrote in Chaldee; theﬁ:
™ words, which arein the office for St. Thomas's day.
}\It was by St. Thomas's means, that the Chinefe and
jpians were converted and came lo the know-
;g da\ge of whe truth.. And in another place, /1 was by
St. Thomas, that is to fay, by the preaching of St. Tho-
mas, that the keggdom of beaven wen! into the empire of
China. And in an anthem we read thefe words which
ow: The Indies, China, Perfia, &c. offer up, in
of 8t. Thomas, the worfbip due to thy boly
name. We cannot tell what converfions he wrought
there, nor how long religion flourifhed ; but this
xs certain, that, if religion hath not been kept
in China till now, the Chinefe may thank tﬁe
ﬁo':lves, who, by acriminal negle&t and yoluntary
ftubbornnefs, did fo eafily part with the gift of God..«‘*
Neither 1s this the only time wherein our Lor
™ hath vifited them. A great while after, that is, in -
the feventh century, a catholick patriarch of the
« Indies fent miffionaries thither, who preached the
+true religion, with good fuccefs. Altho’ their hifto-
ry hath mentioned fomething of this, yet it is done *
in~fo few words, and in fo carclefs and obfcure a
manner, that we fhould never have had the hap-
) bemg thoroughly acquainted with this
mi were it not for an accident which hap-
pened a few years ago, which it pleafed God

hring about, for the ftronger dbabhﬂ:lmg the
in thisegreat empire.

- . I‘l ;



350 Of the Ejtablifbment and Prog
In the year 1625, fome mafons digging
the capital of the province of Xen'lj
a long table of marble which had been Feiptaftre
erefted as a monument in the manner thet build
them in China, and which time had busied i the
ruins of fome building, or had hid in ths ground,
fo that no remains of it were vifible. This ficam)
which was ten feet Jong and fix feet broad, was
very nicely examined ; the morg-£3F this fefin, -
caufe on the top of it there was a large cols
handfomely engraved, below which, was o lag
difcourfe in Chinefe charatters, and other ‘lette
which the Chinefe did not underftands they wise
Syriac characters. The emperor had netice of it
and had a copy of it fent him, and=did command
that the monument fhould be carcﬁ.lll)?;c \
a Pagode *, where it now is, about a mgﬁej;r e
Sigan. The fubftance of the infcription W
table is as follows :
¢ There is a firft principle of all things, of 2
¢ {piritual and intelligent nature; who created all
¢ things out of nothing, and who fubfifts in  three
¢ perfons. At man’s creation, he endued him wi
- . griginal juftice, made him king of the univerfe,
[* and maffer of his own paflions ; but the devil,
¢ drawing him into temptation, corrupted his mind, <~
¢ and dif%urbed the inward peace and innocence of
¢ his heart. Hence fprang all thofe misfortunes _,
¢ which overwhelm human kind, and all thofe dif-
¢ ferent fa@ions into which we are crumbled.
¢ Mankind, who fince that fatal fall did always
¢ walk in darknefs, would never have found out
¢ the path of truth, if one of thefe threslgerfops |
¢ of the Divinity had not taken upon jhlat th®
¢ nature of man, which man, we call the Meflia.
¢ An angel proclaimed his coming, and fome time
¢ after he was born of a virgin in Judes, This -

& Loidols temple.
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birth was fet forth by a new ftar in
eavens. Some kings, who obferved the ftar,
and offered prefents to the Divine Infant,
¢ thft {fo the law and predi®tions of the twenty
< #ur prgphets might be accomplifhed.
¢ He governed the world, by inftituting a very
¢ plain, fpiritual, and heavenly law. He eftablifh’d
¢ eight beatitudes. He endeavoured to diffuade
£ _men ing their hearts onthe good things
€ of this world, 1h order to fix in them a love of
.‘_ﬁaﬁ: good things which will never fail. He
< T forth the beautifulne(s of the three principal
Jsvirtues. He fet open the gates of heaven to the
¢ juft, to which place he himfelf afcended at mid-
¢ day, leaving on earth twenty-feven books of his
¢ doétrine, proper for the converfion of the world.’
He inftituted baptifm for the wafhing away fin,
d laid down his life on the crofs for all men
2 out exception. His minifters cut not off
¢ their beards, but have their heads fhaved, ex-
¢ cepting a circle of hair which they leave on.
¢ They have no fervants, for they make them-
= felves fuperior to none, whether in the height
¢ of profperity, or in the depth of aﬂ’li&iorbeﬁny '
¢ ftead of heaping up riches, they willingly impar; <
¢ their little all to thofe who are in want. Th
¢ faft, both for mortification of themfelves, and
¢ in obfervance of the laws. They reverence their
¢ fuperiors, and honour all good men. Th
¢ e i s deg B Che Gead. Wi th?ﬁv:??gy: ik
¢ They offer facrifice every week to purge thend’
¢ frori their fins, and to purify their hearts,
¢ n kings, who follow not this law, what-
¢ they do, can never make themfelves truly
¢ eftimable among men, In the reign of Tai-tgoum,
¢ a moft wife and honoured prince, Olopoiien
¢ coming &om Judea, after a long courfe of
w2 dangers by fea and land, at laft arrived at China

kT‘i- . . :in
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35’3 m ' Frogrefs
< in the year of our Lord 636. The efppelo
¢ having motice of it, fent a Colao to mek
< in the fuburbs of the imperial city, withe{ & rs |
¢ to condué him to the palace. When i e

¢ there, his law was examined, and tb e of

¢ it acknowledged; fo that the emperorgin s

¢ him, made the following edit. = L 9
¢ No particular name compw.:ts 1,“,' .
¢ neither are the famts fixed B8 thoy -

¢ are feattered thro’ the: whole Sa) dllr they
¢ may beuniverfally pfial. A mm«nf J ,—9'2'“’
¢ exemplary virtue, 5 grmqi it
¢ have examined his doctrine, and found it ad.rl\
¢ rable, with no mixture of pride, and built upon ﬂ
¢ thofe principles which fuppofe the world hada
¢ beginning. This law teaches th®”way of falvy
¢ tion, and cannot but be extremely ufeful to- all
¢ our fubje@s. I therefore judge it neceffary, G
¢ it be taught them. Afterwards, he com lded
¢ that a church fhould be built, and nominated
¢ one and twenty perfons to ferve that cure.
¢ Kao, the fon of Tai-goum, fucceeded him in
¢ the year 651, and endeavoured to make that ree
¢ ligion flourifh which his father had received. He
(“ highly honoured the bifhop of Olopoiien, and
¢ built in all the provinces churches for the true* .
Q God fo that the Bonzes fome years after, be-
mng alarmed at :the progrefs which chriftianity
£ ha.d made, ufed all means to ftop the courfe of it. "
. ¢ The perfecution was great, and“the number
¥ of the faithful grew fmall, when our Lord raifed
“ up two perfons of extraordinary zeal, who de-
¢ fended the faith with fo much vigor len"
‘aln:tle time it recovered its former lufeel The
c{xroronhls part ftrove to confirm dt mon
more ; even fo far, as to com
to o church, and e
BEnEC ko
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& fedsslidswns to the honour of the God of the chri-
€ Y S

Thus the foundation, fhook by th¢ ftrug-
the Bonzes made, became more folid and
shetterffixed than ever. .
A the rypean while the prince himfelf continued
give great figns of his piety ; he made the pic-
res of his predeceffors be carried to church; he
* offered himfelf an hundred pieces of filk upon the
“altare . :*,icr'-"'ﬁ“nghty refpect to Ki-ho, a miffio-
¢ nary newly arrived out of Judea, and all his life-
uag omitted nothing that was neceffary for the pro-
pagdthg the gofpel in his dominions. Venmin,
fucceeded him n the year 757, inherited his
wAvirtue as well as crown,  He built five churches.
¢ He was famougfor his other greater qualities as well
~“as for his care of religion.
< The following emperors confirmed: chriftianity
. efr edits and examples. We can Yray for
““themWjthout fearing that our prayers will not be
¢ heard, for they were humble and peaceable ; the
| «bore with the faults of their neighbours ; and did
' ¢ good to all forts of men. Which is the true cha-
¢ Ya&er of chriftianity, and is the true way to make
¢ peaceand plenty flow into the greateft kingdomer—sw—,
Others of them were exercifed in the works of

¢ the brighteft charity. The emperor So-tgoum of-
. ¢ fered at ‘the altar, and built churchies; befides he
« affembled together the priefts of four churches,

and for forty days ferved them himfelf with great

¢ 5 he féd the poor, cloathed the .naked,
| < healedthe fick, and buried the dead. Tt is to keep
¢ up the ‘memory of their t aétions, and to let

* Eﬁ i ow the prefent ftate of the chriftian re-

i y fiere, that we have erected this monument in
“eheper y8a. L e

.~ This, fir, is a faithful epitome of what is remark-

. able in this famous remain of Chincfc'anti?;ity. Thg

, who keep it in one of their temples near Si-

2 Aa .+ gn,
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, have ere&ed over-ngmnﬁ it, a long
ﬁble every way like it, with encomiums
gods of the country, to diminifh as much
the glory which the chriftian religion receiy
thence. The chronicle of China confyrms,
order and fucceffion of the emperors, what tl:
nument fays of it; but I amapt. o think, that rh..
virtues of thofe emperors mentionel therein ars ex,
alted too much, fome of whom, i Wées :m $iigd ton
have done as much for paganift's, =5 thus

fays they
did for chriftiamity. However that be, » |s‘:./m
teftimony, that the faith was prea'o ! Giere, afid res™
ceived by a great many perfons. It flourifhed
at leaft an hundred fourfcore and fix years, and
haps much longer, for we have nc;;c,eaﬁnt of its fai- -
lure, for the very memory of it was loft; and, when ™
the new miffionaries of our fociety came thither,
they found no fign or footftep of it. sl
It was in the year 1552, that faint X went
thither in hopes to add this new conqueft to the klng-
dom of Jefus Chnft. It feemed that great man ¥
had made but an effay in the Indies, and, l.F I may ufe
the expreffion, had but ferved an a prentxccﬁ\p 0
,that zeal, which he would be mafter ofjin
"China. And {urely Mofes never had a more ardént
defire to enter into the Holy Land, to gather with
his people the tcmporal riches of that country, than
this apoftle lon carry into this new world the
the treafures o the go Both one and tother”™
died by the providence oFc God, in & time when their
long voyaﬁ and infinite labours feemed 'mfwn'ed by *
?x bility of fuccefs.
he feripture tells us, Mofes’s death was 4 pumﬂ\-
ment to him for his lack of faith ; St. Xavie s fenm
to be a reward for the abundance Df his, Godlhad =
mind to reward his zeal, his labours, and his cha-
rz and was wﬂhxgtodefu- for a time, \hxtto;
. C‘lm 3




' hu:h hg had ]f:arocumd for fo man)inmmxs
dibd in the ifle of Sancheu, or as we me.k

_' f,, under the jurifdiction of the province of'
” 3 1t i well known, that he lay in thc ground
' eral months, all which time God preferved him
~fiom the ufual corruption ; from hence he was carried
to Goa, where, from that time, he hath been ho-
noured as r‘wWOr of that place, and the apoftle
of the Faft.,

\% touch of his body confecrated the place of
ial. That ifland became not only a famous

% but alfo an Holy Land. Even the heathen
noured it, and fled tKlther., as to a city of refuge.
In the mm pirates haunted thofe coafts, that
a0 veflels go thereabouts ; {o that the place,
'whm this facred tomb lay, was quite unknown to
“dre ukopeans ; and it is but a little while ago, that
they &ffovered it by a particular accident.

In the year 1688, a Portuguefe veffel which, com-
ing from Goa, had on board the governor of Macao
was feized by-afudden guft of wind, and forced
lv.eQw fhip dnvc towards thefe iflands, do wha.t g‘ny

uld They caft anchor between the ifles of
c l‘.amgam which were fo near one an
5 to makqakmd of haven. Contrary mnds,con-
tinuing eight days, gave father Caroccma jefuit, who
‘was on , an opportunity of fatisfying his de-

“vout refolutlcms ¢ went on fhore, and re-
folved, in fpite of danger to go in fearch the

f:f;.gswﬁgm 2

. t uﬁdm u’rt&em S
led thm ]accwhu:h all the inhabitants reve-

zaweed, ere he himfelf began to pn’foﬁn
v.n.‘ . > Aaz - aitions

hz r;ward his {'ervant wlth t.bgl:

-
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ftures of The i.lt "
could nbt undgc:&and l'um,p Ig?gnn to fearch M&;ﬁ.
fome fign or mark of the fepulchre, and oY &
a ftone five cubits long, and three broad, u
were cut thefe words in Latin, Portugncfc. wt;-
and Japonnefe, Here Xavier, a fpantrily apofdtical,
was buried. Then they all fell gnfhcirknees, i
did with devotion kifs that earth, ‘which rhe teurs
and the laft groans of that apnfit wial finaikied
The inhabitants of the place came m and followe
the example of the Portuguefe - « the I_-.-.m
for one of their veflels came to ati o0 ¢ hu. n thiE f:m":"‘I
place, came thither to honour the faint, and e
a great while at his tomb.  Father Carocglo fome™
time after faid mafs in his Pontificale®s, while the
two veflels, the Englith and Portugeele, did 52 vl
times dlfcharge their artillery, and ‘gave rodiks of.,
their common joy.,




referve the memory of that holy
Flved to build a good fquare wall all
mb, and to dig a ditch to fecure it from
'ons. In the midft, between thefe walls,
ftone which they found overturned,
uilt an aI ar, as a memorial of the auguft facti-
| fice of the eucharift, which had been offered up
| pere, which might alfo ferve to celebrate it uporr
agan, if eithesaggident or devotion fhould carry the ,

S l" an 100 171 na. 357
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le of the place did themfelves aflift towards the
on this little work, and fhewed as much

br the honour of the ﬁunt as the Chriftians did.
'T place is of itfelf very pleafant. You fee
ere a fm aJﬂﬂqQ;_ctended from the bottom of a
kill, on one fide ®f which is a wood, on the other
are ens cultivated ; a rivulet, which turns and
vwames abbut, renders thc ifland very fertile. Itis
not uni 1ted as fome have wrote, there are {even-
teen villages in it. The land is manured, even the
. very mountains 3 and the inhabitants are fo far from

‘wanting the neceffaries of life, that the growth of
thnr ﬁ'Fand is enough to catry on fuch commerce as

s them a moderate plenty. .
ot will eaﬁly pardon me, fir, for this fhort ?IF‘“

ion coam:nm St. Francis Xavier. A miffio-
‘nary ean’s lFhm; without being naturally in-
efred to enl?:ge about every thing that concerns this
greatiman. It was he, who fettled upon a {olid foun-
dati all the miflions into the Indies ; and who, in
‘thc laft. years of his life, encouraged his brethren fo
enterprrggthe great deﬁgn of the converfion of Chi-
m fTed hlantm their mmd?“ and hearts ;

"hd, ho’ & Xavier thought it im
et n fhould t:gc cﬂ"eg, the fegggs
Ri'm, all three Italians, did re-
all their pmnb and, if it were necef-

i _"_ in this great work. '
> - » A#g : m 'I'hq
ST

MInicers of Jefus Chrift thither any more. The ”
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The difficulties, which the devil raifefdy ©
difcourdge them. They enter’d one after ¥\ he
into the fouthern Erovmccs ¢ Hovelf®o
do@rine brought them auditors, and the ity
thelr lives made thofe auditors have®a favgine
opinion of them. At firft they heard themn w!

eafure, and afterwards with admiration. Fathes

licei, above all, diftinguifhed himfelf b J"Whﬁ 2al ghd
'undcrﬂandmg, for he was thefSUghiy &= fefial
in the cuftoms, the religion, laws, and ceremon i
of the country, all which he had ftudied 2 lory;
before at Macao. He fpoke their languags &F
and underftood their writings perfedtly ; tlis®ws
joined to a fweet, eafy, complaifant per, aml
certain infinuating behaviour, w hone but him-
felf had, which it was hard to refift ; b ame"t”
an ardour which the Holy Ghoft inftils &ito She.
workmen of the Lord’s harveft; all thzs, -éf gu }
him the repute of a great man and an apo

Not but that he met with a great m"w rubs i |
the work of God. The devil overthrew his defigns <
more than once. He had the fuperftition of the
pegple, the jealoufy of the Bonzes, and the #r.-

\ “ereur of the Mandarines to deal with; all whilh '

olently oppofed what he wasabout to eftabiifl..’ ‘i et
he never gave over; and God gave him perfeverande,
a virtue very ncceffary in the beginning fiuch corar:
prifes as thefe, which always meet with oppotition, .
and which men of the beft intentiong u the WOrRy
fometimes let fall, difcouraged for wantef prefent

fucce(s to fortify them in the pro{‘ccntxon their ¥
defign

I'athcr Ricei, after man '!équ,‘
had, at laft, the comfort of};ang the Aourifh.
He made many and mighty converfi the pro-
vinces. The andarmcs themﬁ:lves n' ed ¢
eyes to the light of our holy faith, ahich sur mifli
Pnarycamadevm almo{tasfarastoth-'




- ﬁn y Wanli, then reigning, received him with great
f refpet and kindnefs; and, amor:? divers

o

“Eufopém curiofities, which the father prefented to

him, H fo taken with fome pictures of our Sa-

: wm; Virgin Mary, that he ordered them to

~9¢{ét up in an high place in his palace, as things to
which he would have a refpet fhewn.

This kind welcome from the emperor gained him'
the

.ﬁ!:Q!i : 11 the lords at court ; and, in fpite
of the oppofition of fome magiftrates, who, accord-
mtheir cuftom, could never deal handfomely by
reea , he bought an houfe at Pekin, and gained
a foundation and eftablithment there, as hath
(“j¥5éen fince the fupport of all the miffions into this
empire. Y
_Religion was Dy this means known (an%’ without it,
it have been impoflible to have fupported it ; )
“¢hus it fame into efteem, and was preached by the
new Mifionaries, who made great advantage of fa-
, ther Ricci’s firft labours. The court and all the pro-
. vinces refounded every where with that adorable
name *, which the Jews heretofore, thro’ the refpe®
they bore to it, never fo much as pronounced to
~=therr profelites, and which the new-converted «Chi-
ef:_named to their countrymen with a refpe y
ter 3 for the European workmen being but
w, gave an opportunity to feveral Mandarines, to
<~preach the gofpel, and there were fome of them
“wavho by their zeal and unde.rﬁ‘mdinﬁ promoted the
affairs of religion as much as the moft fervent miffi-
onaries.
It is true, that thefe {ucceflfes were fome time after
\ interrupted ; for it is the character of truth, that it
makes~itilf enemies, and the lot of the chriftian
mmvays to be perfecuted. Providence being
irous to try the fidelity of thef¢ new chriftians,
and to re-inflame #he zeal of their minifters, permit-

P v ™
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ted the idol priefts
gofpel ; {p that it very near came to paidy g o
cabal of fome Bonzes, fupported by {everal F4aiga-
rines, had, by the deftruction of father Ricg'l over-
thrown in one minate the work of feveral y%*‘:
But the greateft danger to this holy*man B
miffion came from his own brethren, I mean the Fu-
ropean chriftians. Some Portuguefe of Macao, is-
cenfed againft the jefuits, reflolved to deftrog ghem
in China, altho’ with them they deftroyed l.o Sl
tian religion there.  They could not but know,
what the holy intentions of thofe fathers
going thither; yet they accufed them as {pi

‘to ﬁppofc the preaching To' the :f
Pk

Pwhof,

under pretence of preaching the gofpel, fecretly ﬁ""-,g

naged a confpircy, and had a defign to£48e upct
China by the force and affiftance o*<{iie Japann«(s, °
Hollanders, and chriftians of that country. =

It muft needs be a great amazement to afy g —

brethren, who, altho’ engaged by their
propagate the work of God even with

fion th

who obferves the rage and bitternefs of ;gfwzdw

?l“"ﬁ af

their lives, were yet refolved to deftroy it by fuch 1

vile and falfe afperfions. ¥

_ This ridiculous ftory, which was fet farth 510

“shogteand violence, and built upon fome cir¢umftal o
which carried fome fhow of truth, eafily found trodi
among the Chinefe, naturally exceflively fufpicsony, |’
and very well fatisfied by a long experience, tHat ©
leaft commotions or rebellion migr':nbring the
powerful empires to ruin. Y oy S

The perfecution was very fharp, the wedk el

\ ftians were fcandalized, and did apoflatize from the
fajth. Father Martinez was taken up, imprifined
and baftinado’d, till at length he died ct}l’\lﬁ hig !»
ments : and, if this accufation of the mns had
ever came to the knowledge of the court, i s
probable it would have ﬁoiﬁ the utter —---':__-,s_j -
ehriftianity here. But our Lord feppid.the grow- -

—

——
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il its bud, an;l, by the means of a Manda-
particular friend of father Ricci, peace”™
iffion, and liberty to the evangelicN work-

Afi having furmounted a great many obftacles of
& nature, ind preached the gofpel to an infinite
number of people, this fervent miffionary died.

" The heathens judged him the wifcft and moft under-
- ftanding man of his age; the chriftians loved him as
il ."E."H@r, and th:g preachers of the gofpel made
im 2 model whereby to form themfelves. He had

. thegtisfaction of dying in the midft of a plentiful
“hayvef®, but was difturbed, that there were fo few
“w¥arkmen to get itﬂiin ; fo hthatb he ;;ecomm?:;d:g lf{m-
~“thing 1usre,_carne to his brethren, w ifted
himgin h%ngfs, than to receive with all ima-

le joy and comfort all thofe who fhould come
ke of their labours : If they find, fays he to
ben they arrive bere, crolfes from the enemies
ianity, do you [weeten the bitternefs of them,
. oX dumonfirations of the mof tender friendfbip, and
wflamed charity.

he churches of China, of which he was the
| rt, were {haken by his fall ; for altha! the

fome years afterwards fhewed hmﬁ/
awhat favourable to the chriftian religion, yet, in
;. there arofe aégainﬂ: it the cruelleft tempeft that
Ul sver yet fuffered. It was occafioned by one

3 :.qf incipal Mandarines of Nankim *. They

chiefly fet upon the paftors, thereby the eafier to
difperfe the flock. Some were cruelly beaten, others
banifhed, almoft all imprifoned, and carried after- [
wards to Macao, after having the honour of fuffer-

in&-a and injuries and reproaches for the love of
Jefus Chrift. ;
~ The Eif;.la&ed near fix years; but at laft the

Mm?, g Jimfelf accufed, was, by God’s
- _ Chinhion

G T ' judgme;tt,



; __%gmmg deprived both of his offices and al{

. Hij¢ death gave the chriftians fome
who, * that, multiplied more than
the labours of a great many miflionaries.
about this time , that the right reverend
the order of St. Dominick Jomcd with us ;3 muy
whom do at this time labour in China with a grear.
deal of zeal and fuccefs.

About this time father Adam
appeared at court, and added a new Iuﬂ're "thl
nity, which had but newly fprang up é
was perfeétly fkilled in mathematicks, imdg
of his knowledge therem to obtam the emipe
kindnefs; he was, in a little time, fo hig rnr,d ,
emperor’s favour, that he thought he ablc
by his own intereft alone, to eftabii | g e
religion folidly, He began to make ufe D’f' i i fe-
reft with good fuccefs, when an infurre@itn over- ™
turned the whole government, and with il all his
promifing hopes. ‘

This great ftate, whofe power feemed o e 4
enough to fecure it from the moft violemt hock
whatever, was made fenfible then, that there is no-
thin conftant in this world. Some robbers b nye

ether, by the accefs of multitudes of s
contents who joined them, formed vag m :
they burned towns, and plundered whole 1 gen |
China prefently changed its afpedt, and, from &i®
¢+ moft flourithing empire, became the l’mp:fol‘ the .

moft bloody war. Never were there feeti fom w\y
\:urthers and barbarities. The emperor, 5

prifed at Pekin, ftrangled himfelf for fear of img

to the hands of the viétors. The u{'urp&
foon drove out of the throne by the Taftats
feiz’d upon it. The princes of the blood, whuﬁi’l
different places were proclaimed em rs, vme
quithed or killed. Thn:n all fht

d 4 1631,
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e biti g ﬁ:r Tartary others for i
' witied on the fighting md&kbmk/
yuge el privite fortunes Eom the pub
S o thole Jaft were rather monfters than men,
e Siving shem(tives to all that licentioufnefs, which
thc ol inhomen cruelty and barbarity could prompt
. ther 1o, made whole provinces defolate, and fhed
mﬂw‘ﬂmﬂ to fadisfy t]gelr brutality, than the moft
b wet i1 the world would for the conqueft

chp on, wh :h groaned amidft thofe troubles,
whe comfort neverthelefs of feeing many great
s g:ﬁ?utul one emprefs with hér fon were
aptic!] 15 Iesrce cither of them lived after their re-
cepticn u""@&;c e, the fruits of which they could
aot enjoy vae i the “other world. Laftly, the Tar-
mw\sy their valour, and by a conduct equal to the
of ancient Rome, nfade themfelves mafters of
China, and, in a few years, obliged all the provinces
to fubmit to a foreign yoke.
Then we thought religion’s cafe defperate; but
o, who needs not the affiftance of men, when he
#uh 4 mind to fupport his own work, infpired on a
~ {i.ddden this new prince with a greater affection for t
F‘ £otan religion, than we dared hope for from the
~ A Chiiefe emperors.  He not only took away the
ment of the mathematicks from the Maho-
m&ﬁm, which they had poffeffed for 300 years, and
f ¥ to father Adam; but by a fpecial privilege
' tuffered *that father to apply himfelf to him im-
'.Llely in all things, WthE concerned the miffio.
?lﬁm out ﬁrﬂ: pafling thro’ the formalities
of juftice, who are very fevere to ft
gers.” This fignal favour, joined with many
raifed up the courage of the chriftians, and gave the
heathens greater to clofe with the true reli-
%Many, perfons of the beft quality at Pekin
7 Eapuﬁn the provinces follw’d the ﬂalnpl;




J. IT T EITanITIonient angd rFrogre/s
of the court, and the harveft became {o plati!
“thet the wirkmen were too few to gather it i
« Thofef'who were employed therein, laboupé
fuch an”hearty zeal, that we do at this prefase e
the effe@ts of it. There were found pcrfgns 1t
nent virtue, prudence, and,underﬁanding,%v om God *
had formed during the troubles and civil wars, and
which the Spirit of the Almighty drew out®f the,
chaos, like fo many flars, to fhed f’oi‘tf;agh&_ (3 qﬁ
the gofpel, unto the mioft hidden parts of tuis vas
empire, accompanying their preaching with figns
and wonders. v
Among thofc extraordinary men, father Fal%y, L
Frenchman, diftinguithed himfelf above the =& »
I had the happinefs to tarry fome time .4k pro-
vince, which was allotted to his care" and } have 3
after {o many years, found the precious remaing thee,
which are the neceflary confequences of holfiefs,
Thofe, who were witneffes of his a&ions, =il o -
their children the miracles which he wrought to gon. |
firm them in their faith ; and, altho’ one need nor be- «
lieve all which they relate of him, we cannct never- .
thelefs deny, that God did in many occafions give
an extraordinary concurrence in feveral great things -
whictrhe enterprifed for his glory. :‘}’:’ ..

It is worth knowing after what manner he fousied
the miffion of Hanchum, a town of the firft rank in
Xenfi, two days journey diftant from the capital. He &' =
was invited thither by a Mandarine, and a fmall siuns |
ber of chriftians, which he found there, made his the

re laborious to increafe their number. God put inta .
53 hands a means of doing this which he neves &
are

. One of the great boroughs, which in China

bigas the towns, was then over-run by=a pro-
digious multitude of locufts, which eat up all the
Jeaves of the trees, and gnawed the grafs to the yery
i . )

: L 1
‘ ; N i o1 ‘é



the Chriftian Religion in C

anhabitants, after havmg ufed all §
ght fit to app themfelves fat
repute was eve where talked % The
. father #6ok fmm thencegan oceafion to explain the
principal m¥yfteries of our faith; and added, that, if
they would fubmit themfelves thereto they fhould
not only be delivered from the pmfcnt lague, but
that aify they fhould obtain innumerab? Eu
and ﬁm'ﬂ]; inefs. They embraced it willingly,
and the father, t%kcep his wcgrd with them, marcthd
\h-rcmmony into the highways, in his ftole and his
lice; and fprinkled up and down holy water,
mpanying Ir':m action with the prayers of the
- church, »h‘tae{;;ecmlly with a lively faith. God heard
the voice is fervant, and the next day all the
“infedts difappea
But the ple, whofe minds were wholly bent
the tﬁeo of this world, as foon as they faw
r: yilklves dehvered neg]eébed the counfel which
the miffiondry had given them. They were there-
“fore bmmediately punifhed, and the plague grew
worte than it was before.  Then they accuigg one the
ot of their want of faith ; they ranin crowds to
ki futher’s houfe, and cafting themfelves at hig foet”
Ve will not rife up, father, faid they, till you have
pardured us. We confefs our fault, and proteft,
. %wt, if you will a fecond time deliver us ﬁ-om this
afiftion with which Heaven threatens us, the whole
~ borough will immediately acknowledge your God,
who wlone can work fuch t miracles.
"I'hie father, to increafe t%rm faith, made them beg "
4 prewhile. At laft, infpired as before, he fent u
his prayer, and fpmkled his holy-water, and by
« et there was not an inféét to be found in the
fields. Then the whole borough, being brought over
to the truth, followed the guidance of God's holy

it; they vga{an infiruéted and formed into a
B hich, tho' it was abmdonod fbr fome yem.

e
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366 Of the Efiablifbment and Progrefs,’ R
is fill T:ki:med one of the devouteft miffiofs i

* " Thef fay alfo of this father, that e e ™
ried over rivers thro’ the air, that they la\c.g
him in an extafy, that he foretold his own death
and did feveral other fuch wonders; but the ¢
miracle of all was his life, which he fpentin the con-
tinual exercife of all the apoftolical virtues, w 2 pro-
found humility, in a fevere mortificatiessysin « feutled
patience, proof againft all forts of injuries, m & flam-
ing charity, and a tender devotion to the Mo
of God, all which he practifed to his deaf?
the edification, and, I may fay, the admiration a}{r;::
of the idolaters. : e

While chriftianity fpread its root e throughs
out the provinces, it flourithed every day mon: and
more at Pekin ; the emperor did not feem far from
it. He came often to our church, and did thee
adore the divine Majefty in fuch an humbie man-
ner, as would have been commendable 1 a chr-
ftian. There are ftill writings from his own hand.
wherein he acknowledges the beauty and the pusity
of our holy law; but a heart fet upon fenfual plesfisnes

~can never follow the dire@ions of the Spirit. ¥ e
father Adam has been prefling upon him :  ¥qu <ne
faid he, én the right 3 but bow can you expeld thal s
one fbould be able 1o praétife all thefe laws ? T ke s
two or three of the difficultef, and, after that, pwkwrs *
we may agree o the reft. Thus this young prince, di
vided between the voice of human nature and Jimce.
thought, that we might favour nature at the wsperice

f religion ; but the father gave him to: fiend,

t we were ouly the publifhers, not the authers of
thegofpel, Neverthelefs, my lord, fays “the father
to him one day, tho’ we propofe to the corrypt wor il
a body of morals, which furpafs their forces 1o com-
ply with, and myfteries which aré above their sealon. |
to tomprehend, we de not from thenge delpas o) "}

. y . ...1 .Iu hit“j,.




ﬁ our doétnne reqmved becaufe we dq it by lug
enlighten tho, malt darkendq undef-
dm ,a.z.;crmgthm thtx'noﬂ weak natutys””
l.xi;ﬁ'xculn&s, which the emperor look’d upon
sP infuperable, did not take any thing from that kind-
nefs and refpe which he bore to father Adam. He
« always called him his father, placed always his confi-
denne in. him: he made him twenty vifits in two
w.yearss apz gave him leave to build two churches in
Pelun and ordered thofe, which in the perfecution
been demolifh’d in the provinces, to be rebuilt;
_na granted him whatever could any ways contri-
I.E towards the folid eftablifhment of the faith, which
without doubt would have made an infinite progrefs,
had not a vislgnt paffion changed the temper o that
—prince, and took him away from us at a time when we
had the moft need of a protection: we may juftly fay,
that bis death was owing to an extraordinary grief for
~the lofs of a concubine. This woman, whom he had
taken from her hufband, inclined him to the worfhip
+ of falfe gods, to that excefs, that he was wholly al-
tered from what he was before, as to his opinions of
mhglon And at that time it was, that he fell fick,
this mind being full of notions from the Bonzes,* thr/
wermed in E:s palace, and being vehemently tor-
iented - by his paffion, fo that he could not geta
nent’s reft. In the mean while, as he loved the
extremely, {o was he defirous to fee him once
# “wnore before he died.
At this laft meeting the good miffionary’s bowels
upon him. He was kneeling at the prince’s
m—fe&, whom he had educated as his own fon, in
one day to make him head of the true rzhﬂ’;/
him there under the load of a violent di
5 diffurbed with the impure defires of unlawful
up to idals lnd eir priefts, juft the

gdeﬁ t@athatdmthmmalmcu?m'x;hc
f , who {aw him in this concern, would not let

' Mm




h:s Icnm; Imt ra.fed lnm }

fp&’ Egmadm with fomewhat 1
thau ufual 4 ered him  afterwar;

of tea; and d:fn'u edv,hlm with fuch ks
tendernefs as touched him to the bottom of Fis (!,
of which he was the more fenfible, becaufe lie nover
could bring it about, to work in him a true corwesiis

His death was equally fatal to the Bonzes, hn-

were thereupon driven from the palace;aad. v
true religion, which was thereby brought withi
nail’s breadth of deftruétion. Many churches bmh/
upon the coaffs of the maritime provinces were g
ftroyed, by'an edi@ which commanded, that « iy

body on the coafts thould retire ten or el vn mifes
within land, ana™defttoy ull habitatioﬁt}-ru :hn
7

compafs ali round the coafts, becaufe a famens prsrd
made ufe of them in carrying ona war againft the
emperor. They were alfo juft going to ruin Mucas,
and order was given to drive the Portuguef® thonee, 's
when father Adam ufed his utmoft effort to fvve .
At this time all his credit and intereft, whieh "¢ had
employed fo much to the advantage of re]:gir.- , 'Jid-‘
ed s for, m alittle time, he became the objefi «f i
moft bloody perfecution that ever the church ﬁm. »
The four Mandannes, who had the regeney Juri
the emperor’s minority, moved upon different o ick
and efpecially animated againft the chriftians, & whonh .
this father was the main fupport, put him &l e
of his companions into prifon. Other presthcmar
the pel were fummoned to Pekin, who s w
the fame treatment, and were loaded each witl
ins. They burned their books, their besils,
and whatever elfe carried the face of wligs
neverthelefs they f{pared the churches;
chriftian flock, they met with a more mild ufhy e
Thofe famous confeflors had the 0
dragged before all the feats of judggment. -

B
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ey were above all moved by thdpiferalffe _
father Adam. JThat venerable an,

 Who hu a day or two bgibre was the oracle of the
| “Yourt, “and. the favourite of a great emperor, now
: ppeared in the form of a {lave, loaded with chains,
oo and opprefled with infirmities, dejeted by the weight
and burthen of age, but much more by that of ca-
lumpy whictlabour’d to blemith his innocence. He
~ had a fort of catarrh which hinder’d, him from
p, makn ‘i‘ his defence; but father Verbieft forfook him
’ nd anfwewd for him, to his engmies, in fo
fenﬂble a manner, that the judges coulfl not enough
admire the conftancy of the perfon acgufed, nor the
heroical ¢ - of the perfor efended him,
-~lowever, as innocent as he was, he was condemned
to be ftrangled, which is in Chinaan honourable kind
of death ; but afterwards, as tho’ they repented that
)lhcy had not been unjuft enough, they repealed the

i

fentence, and gave another, wherein the father was
condemned to be publickly expofed in the market-
place, and be hacked alive into ten thoufand pieces,
The fupreme court fent the fentence tu the re-
gency, and to the princes of the blood, to have it ~
conﬁrmed but God, who had till then ('ecmed to
rehnqmﬁwd his {ervant, began to fpeak in fa-
of his caufe by a terrible earth uakc The
. whole land was oonfounded at this proglgy Every
udy exclaimed that Heaven itfelf would punifh the
of the thagiftrates, who thu'efore, to apeale
l the people, opened all the prifons in the town, and
made an && of oblivion for all criminals, excepting
«the confeffors of Jefus Chrift, who were fill
in chains, as tho’ they had been the only viétims tor
~ whom Heaven had no concern.

" Bt becaulc appeared divers and in
i mn t part of the court of

lce, _,h&fwobtamedt at from thefe unrighteous
o ek Bb. . judges,
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ges, which innocence could not. They fet ks %
-Alam , and permitted him to go home™ o,
his till the emperd; fhould odlermﬁ:ﬁpni\. cof T

him. This great man blemifh’d, indeed to Surw ard :
appearance, by an 1gnom1mous fentcnce which.w
never repealed; but in truth full of glory, far havingl , -
dcfendad the honour of religion, by expofing his owy -
life, died a little while after, worn away by the ol
of an apoftolical life, but more by the handifipsand -
inconveniengjes of a troublefome prifon. .

His death was too precious in the eyes of God, a7
be unaccompgny’d with fome fignal blefling vpon the
forrowful re ar.ns of perfecuted chriftianity, It is
true that the 1ﬁ'10nanes of the provinceg wrre hﬁ-
nifhed to Canton, amdi‘l hich three #ere Pomi
cans, one Francifcan (and another of the faihe or 142" -
died in prifon) and one and twenty jefuits ;' yet four
were kept at the court, whom the previdence of
God made ufe of afterwards to fettle chritlianitiy
again in its priftine fplendor.

God himfelf revenged the innocence of Mis ferv
vants. Sony, the firft Mandarine in the regency,
the moft dangerous encmy the fathers had. figd o
month or two after. The fecond, named Sousane.
was afterwards indicted and condcmncd to n crael
death. his goods confifcated ; his children, i pus
feven, hag their heads cut oﬂ*' excepting, the thi
who was cut to pieces alive, the punithnwent which
that wicked judge had defign’d for father Adam, mu‘\
with which God chaftifed his crimes ih the
his children. Yam-quam-fien, who had becn

chief inftrument in the perfecution, fared o better
'Aﬂmn them, for after the death of fagher Aduy
he was made prefident of the mathmbcks, wnd
had the charge of the kalendar of the e olm-

mitted to him. Father V. -
plainly made'appear the m '




».;"\ Fhis was a bold ﬁroke, bccaufc th prpﬁc}e,n"s
. pety was very firong, and the flames{gwhich had
the pe ution werg not yet Fucn u{

things concurr’d te’give fuccefs to this enter-

pnze ’I‘,hr: underftanding of the father, the kind-
nefs which the new emperor had for the Europeans,
but n:f ly the particular providence of God which
retly manage this important affair ; for it is

certam th.ﬂr -in the feveral trials whereby they proved
the goodnefs of our mathematicks, th heavens did
, fo exaitly agree with what our fatherst}"ad foretold,
evurdbove the certainty which our tables and calcu-
lations could promife us, that it feemiid as tho’ God

had guided the ftars in fuch a courlf as was necef-
fary. & iRify our miffighariagg 1t of them.
prefident of the mathematicks ufed his beft

endeavours to defend himfelf ; and, becaule he could
not hide his ignorance in aftronomy, he endeavoured
4o put upon the judges, and perfuade them that the
" chriftian religion contained much greater errors than
thofe he was guilty of. In the midft of fome meet-
angs, where the emperor was prefent, he behayed
hlxpﬁlf in fuch a manner as the emperor could
{fcarcely bear with him. He laid his hands acrofs,
and cried out as loud as he could :  See bere, do but
bferve what thefe fellows adore, and what they wauld
us worjbip too, @ man who was hanged, a perfon
whs was crucified 5 let any one judge bereby of their
=ynderftanding and good [enfe.
But all the® excurfions ferved only to diminith his
credit. This wicked perfon, more blameable
g‘ his erimes than for his ignorance, loft his chargc-
aind awas condemned to death.  Notwithftandin
ﬁq&fpﬁﬂﬁd the execution of the fentence by
ted _ vepgeance..  Fledmote him
&n befribBcer,. and, by his forrowful degth,
livesed seligion from m msﬁadmm

£1s¢a§t1wdmary old age s but God himfelf

8

hen



er Verbicft, the ancient miffionaries #re
J their old churdyes, but forbid to go &hag
"/t build new ones, or to M§our in the convétfior of
" thieChinefe. Laftly, to magnify our happinels, the {
memory of father Adam was mightily refpected even .
“at court: he was publickly juftified and cleared, his
charges and ftitles of honour were remanded him,
and his anceftors made nobility. The emperor him-
felf appenitad confiderable fums of money to huild

him a (ferely aufoleum, which at this prefent is to €
befcen, 10 rghro of 2 {fepulchre, adorned with futues
and f{eversl miFbie foures, according to the cuftoin
of the coui i~/ S

Thus it is AP 5 o continued” vi fiitude,
proves the conftancy of the faithial by perlysafim™
and encourages them ag:» by punifhing ‘thelr perfe-

cutors. This happy peace, which the church gamned
thro® father Verbieft’s means, encouraged the nuihia-
naries to repair that damage which hell had d
Befides the jefuits, there were {everal fathers of
orders of St. Francis, and St. Auguftin, who entersd
into the Lord’s vineyard. New eftablifhment§ swére
" gainéd every where, and, notwithftanding in_v%uhi-
bition, a great number of heathens were converied
to the faith, being more afraid of eternal punifimens,
than of that with which the laws of man feemed 4
threaten them. "
So ardent and fo hafty a zeal will perbaps
you amazed ; but befides that charity is alvays ba-
zardous, many things contributed to confirt the
who might elfe be afraid of fatal confequen
of thefe is the great authority which #he
naries have acquired at court in a fmal! timies
cially the emperor is fatisfied that they defy

nours, and at home they Joil: -
Tbhe prince is inform’d of *hi &’u t
impoffible he fhould be decerved.  #4¢ bad il
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from fpies, of all that paffed in tAeir houfes,

o nicely as to know ;their mortificaigns<and
®orporehl penances.

»\  Hefends alfo to the fathers houfes a young Tartar,
of good parts, under pretence to learn philofophy,
but in reality to difcover the moft fecret things in
their familizs, and to be himfelf, I think, an occafion
of offence. He ftays there a year, without krowin
what the prince’s intentions are, who, having fent for
him into his prefence, commands him jo tell him all

~ the grivate diforders of thefe fathers, jand efpecially
hqw they have behaved themfelves ftowards him.

And when thefe young men conf’cantlﬁ bear te{(iimony

o4 fAthers Innocepeed T feoma® well, fays the

, they have ftopp’d your mouth with pre-

fents, but [ know a way to open it again. Then he

makes him be feverely flafhed at feveral times, yet

-is not the pain enough to make the young Tartar

fpeak againft his confcience 3 which pleafes the prince

| mightily, who would be difturbed to find himfelf
deceived in the idea which he has formed to himfelf

of thefe fervent miflionaries.
This obliged him afterwards to take their part in an

‘ affembly of the Mandarines, fome of which do not

efteem the miflionaries becaufe their outward carriage
cems {o good. As for that maiter, fays the empe-
 ““fror to them, neither you nor I can find fault with
| wdbem.  After all that I can do to get information, 1
am perfuadedethat thofe people teach us mothing but
what themfelves prafiife, and they are indeed as modeft
as they gppear cutwardly to be.

. The fecond reafon, which engaged the emp&‘oﬁ-\

favour tht miflionaries, was the great underftaidi
of father Verbieft, who in a {fmall time was reckoned
the learnedeft_man in the empire in all faculties. His
reputationgt where fpread abroad, and %pun
any « o is opinion has the of an
»  Some in m;edayfpm:;ofthe
: Bb 3 Trinity,
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Trimty, apd ufing it as a fable, one of them
I do 29%. lgfow what the chriftians mean, and
nuch puzzled as you s bu%f&ef Verbief is & thas™
opinion 5 what [ay you to that 2 Can a man of bis g™
Jenfe and underfianding miftake 2 They all held their
tongues, and feemed to yield to this reafon. So true
is it that the ufe of human learning is fo far from
being (as fome think) oppofite to the {pirit of the
gofpel, that i fometimes ferves to eftablith it, and
to render the s d% obfcure myfteries therein credible.

The thied W a0t is that hearty love which the
emperor belidy L1 (s mhiffionaries have for him. It
is true the mifiicaris smit nothing which they think

will pleafe him ;%4 1wl Grare the moft inféiible
and refolute againtt dyng 2y thing contrary v

religion, {o are they the inoft complaifant andready | d
to comply with all the reafonable requefts of the |
cemperor. A rebellion which happened at this time °
put it into father Verbieft’s power to do the crown a ‘
confiderable piece of fervice.

Oufanguei, that fimous Chinefe general, who had
brought the Tartarsinto the empire, thought he had
thena'good opportunity to drive them out again, He
was naturally courageous, and in Xenfi commanded
the beft of the Chinefe foldiery, and had got toge-
ther a vaft deal of money. This made him fet ug__
to be emperor, and made him belicve he could eafily — =
compafs his defign. And mndeed he {fo order’d his -
matters, that he made himfelf prefently mafter of |
the three great provinces Yumnan, Suchven, and
Queycheu ; afterwards a great part of the province *

~oh_Houquam acknowledged him 3 fo that thefe pof.
feffions and Xenfi, which he Wi in poffeflion a
while before, made him naller of whmoft a third o
China. -

Thefe conqtiefts feemed to e BT Mot
him, becaufe at the fame time the *mﬁﬁ

tum aid Fekitn followed his Stinpic; ki g "t‘d |
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on that fide amighty diverfion ; and befides
pirate, with a great flect, attackdd, and, in
ys, took the ifland Formofaat the fame time,
Lefs than this would have ruined the Tartirs, if
2y had all concerted their bufine(s together ; but
ealoufy, which does often overthrow the firmeft

« leagues, ruined their projects. The king of Fokien
fell out with that of Formofa, and, to preferve him-
felf from being damaged by his fleet, made his peace
with the emperor, who gave him fuch affiftance as
that he made his party good. The kilg of Quam-

tum,” being unwilling to be any ways yhder the di-

rection or command of Oufanguei, him, and
imfelf under the protection of thg Tartars, who
Il their foeces _agiin@ slia 1=t rebel, more
le than all the reft together; for he was
mafter 8f the weftern provinces, and the fuccefs,which
his troops had hitherto met with, gave them heart
and courage énough to undertake any thing.

After the emperor had tried many feveral ways to
no purpofe, he plainly faw that it was impofiible to
force them from the places where they had intrenched
without ufing his great artillery ; but the cannon
which he had were iron, and {o heavy that.they
dared not carry them over {uch fteep rocks, as they
muftdo to come to him. He thought father Verbieft
inight be afliftant to him in this matter ; he com-
manded the father therefore to give directions for
"!aﬁingtgnc cannon after the European manner,

The ¢ prefently excufed himfelf, faying, that he

had lived his whole life far from the noife of war,

“that he was therefore little inftru&ed in thofe affairs.
sHe added alfo, that being a religious, and wholl

-employed in the concerns of another world, he woiﬁ—
" ‘for his majefty’s good fucce(s ; but that he hum-
J m t hus majefty would be pleafed to give
: himfelf with the warfare of

Bhse ., The

W




- ~=_ All the pieces of cannon were made whe
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The f;'ther’s enemies (for/‘a miffionary i
without fome) thought that now they had an
tunity to undermine him ; they perfuaded
peror, that what he cominanded the fath
was no‘ways oppofite to the will or intenti
Eofpcl ; and that it was no more inconven'e

im to caft cannon than to caft machines ssd mn - .
thematical inftruments, efpecially when the good
and fafety of the empire were concernedy that
therefare wuchout doubt the reafon of the #ather’s
refuﬁl’;wg “ecaufe he kept correfpondence with thet” |
encmy, or ¢ deaft becaufc he had no refpedt fir |
the emperor Il {o that at laft the emperor gave the
father to umidyftand, thEt he expecind obedier s a
his laft "#rder, e onseaposeyiiin of |
own life, Ao oﬁmvmg his rellgm'i_ =
rooted cut.

This was to touch him in the moft ﬁ:nﬁblc
and he was indeed too wife to ftand out "..p
nicety or a feruple at the hazard of lofing 'l that
was valuable : I have already affured your
that 1 have very little underftanding %
cannon, faid heto the emperor ; but fince you gom-
mand me, I will endeavour to make your work -
men underftand what our books direct i this af-
fair. He took therefore upon himfelf the
this work, and the cannon was proved befire #he
emperor, and found to be extraotdinary
The emperor was fo well pleafed with the
that he pulled off his ma.ntle, and, in 1:115.
of the whole court, gave it to Fathcr Verbi
token of his affeétion. '

and fmall, but ftrengthened with a w - w o]
from the mouth to the breech, and h fev

~ bands of irony fo that them:g_
enough to bear the force of poviver, afid
nough to bcca.mcd thro s mmﬁc WO
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W new artillery did\every way anfwer what th
ed from :z %‘he Zu:m; were ‘obliged z
veW their itrenchments “in diforder, and {oon
er to-capitulate ; for they did not think it pofli-
le to'hold out againft tholrn; any longer, who could
eftroy them without coming themfelves into reach.
Oufanguei was himfelf dead ; his fon Hom-hoa,
who carried on the war, ftrangled himfelf thro®
defpair ; and the reft of them were in a {mall time
utterly routed : fo that the emperog, then began
to reign in peace, and continued mape and more
to thew marks of favour and affectigh ro the mil-
oraries 3 fo that father Verbicft hasv’ui'rcn fighing
id. that theLord’s vineyard was jiow open, that
ens tiremfpliest seve- ey to enter upon
eft, but that yet there were {carce any work-
men t8 bring it in.
They fend to him for paftors from every place;
“Tartary, the kingdom of Corea, the provinces of
China, which have been left deftitute by the death
of their ancient paftors, invite, or rather prefs him
to fuccour them. Neither does this fcarcity come
drom the Europeans want of zeal, but from the
differences which have arofe between the facred con-
gregation, who fend vicars apoftolical into the Eaft,
and the king of Portugal, who pretends to a right
to nominate all the bithops there, exclufively to
any fuperior ecclefiaftical power.
~ This difpute cools the ardour of thofe fervent
miflionaries, *who dare not engage themfelves whcre
they muft incur either the indignation of their holy
* father, sor of a mighty prince, both which things
sare very formidable. And thus the ‘work of Gpd
ftood fill, and thofe precious minutes were loft,
which the favour of a emperor, and the di-
ligence of alous miffionary, might have made
- o ufefgft firm eftablifhing our holy faith.
.. BUThis is one of the arcana of providence, w;ﬁgh,
P cr

L] n »




after it hagd confounded all the oppofition ol
enemies of the gofpel, even at the expencg”of .
working miracles, does  fomerimes fuffer thd :
zeal of catholicks fhould do more harm to reli-
gion, than the hatred and jealoufy of idolaters.

Some time after, my lord bifhop of Heliopok
was fent by the facred congregation with fome
¥irench ecclefiafticks, full of ardour to reform atdd
increafe the pew chriftianity. This courageous pré-
late had ere already mifled his voyage : for con-
trary *wilids daving obliged him fometime before to
put in, at Nuaills, a confiderable ifland under the
Spanith ¢ov ﬂ!‘w--i, he was taken up upon ful
picion thare R igrd e getuny back . T
rope by the watal™ Mevtde—Tb ol Waics
had broke his firft meaiures, fcrved enly Yoo
his mind with new and thofe greater onef. He
came to Paris, where his good intentions were well
known. Rome heard him with pleafure, and fol-
lowed his proje&s in all that refpected the caftern
miffions; fo that he came honoured with a puwer
from the holy fee, and laded with the alms of the
faithful, who expe&ed nothing lefs from his zeal
than the converfion of the new world.

He thercfore once more paffed over the feas,
and happily arrived at China, where he began to
fcatter abroad that flame which would warm all
the miffionaries. The jefuits, and other religious,
not only acknowledged his authority, but alfo tooke
the new oath which the facred congregation had
appointed, altho’ the king of PortT had abfo-
lutely forbid it. For they thought, that that prince,
m whom the love of religion had always_prevailed:
before his private intereft, would not take it ill
when he thould know, that theiy rofufal of it
might have occafioned the deﬁﬁgg& g chrifti-
anity in ‘China, and perhaps of &/ sin 2all -
the other parts of the Eaft, s

T
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. was matter of great joy to the bifhop, who,
after happy beginning, made ready, according
to is former notions, to new till this new vine-
d ofsthe Lord, whither he thought himfelf fent
the prophet heretofore *. Ecce conftitui te fuper
fntes, ut deftruas, & difperdas, € diffipes, &e.
‘But God Almighty was fatisfy’d with his good in-
tentjons, and took him to himfelf a few months af-
ter his arrival. His death y furprized all the
- faithful, it did efpecially affli@ the ferygnt ecclefi-
afticks, who were the companions of hi voyage s
the other miffionaries fubmitted with réfignation to
will of God, being perfuaded, thef whatfoever
appoints is always for hid glery, and
of the eledt, *if "tney make a right ufe of it.
This Was {weetened by the arrival of two other
ithops, who a little while after fupplied his place
der the title of Vicars Apoftolical. The firlt was
monfieur d’Argolis, an Italian of the order of St.
| Francis, noted among thofe of his order, for his ex-
cellent virtues and extraordinaty knowledge. He had
been employed in the chiefeft bufinefs there, and our
holy father thought he could not make thoice of
a wifer man than he to place at the helm of foflou-
rithing a miflion. As he went by Siam, monfieur
Conftanice, underftanding his worth, prefented him
to the king, who would fain have kept him in his
kingdom 5 but, becaufe the orders of the holy fee
obliged him tp go farther, he refolved at leaft to
fhew him fome marks of his efteem and affection
“towards him, in ordering him, and two of his com-
ions of the fame order, a confiderable penfion ;

o that, kmd it not been for the revolutions which

. a little while after happened in his kingdom, this
p prince, worthy of a better fortune, would have

| had his jes in Chiha, as well as the moft
_entows- frinces i Burope, §
} e Shice
A * ®* T 1 10 = <
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380  Of the Effablifoment and Progrefi

Since this wife prelate hath been in. Chin
natural fweetnefs of his temper hath- very
contributed to the comfort of the faithful, and con-

provinces which the holy fee committed to I
care, confecrating priefts, teaching and exhortin

_Vcrﬁon of the heathen, He hath wvifited .all t}‘ay

them, adminiftring the facrament of confirmation, ~

uniting all their affedtions as much as poflibly he
could, whofe different interefts feemed to have cooled
their mutugl charity to one another in Jefus Chrift. |
And tho’ ofe would think that the Portuguele could
never havela refpet for him, bzcaule 1].::11- preten-

fions are whplly oppofite to this inftitution of v:-‘ ;

cars apoﬁohdll yet he has behaved hindg JWith
{o much prudenice, tHit ali"'nations here thifk theme
felves particularly obliged to him.,

The fecond bifhop, whom the holy fee has d:g-—
nified with the title of Vicar Apoftolical, is mon+

fiecur de Bafilée a Chinefe, educated by the fathers™

of St. Francis’s order, afterwards taking npon him-
felf the order of St. Dominick. When he was only
a miflionary, he had a flaming zeal for the conver-
fion of his dear country, and, during the perfecu-

tion "of father Adam, he was the shain fupport of

religion in all the provinces which he travelled thre’,
and ftrengthened in the faith. When he was con-
fecrated bifhop, he performed all his duties perfectly
well, and the holy {ee did fo far approve of his con-
du&, as to let him nominate his fucceflor. He no-
minated his vicar-general the reverend father de Leo-
niffa, an Italian of St. Francis’s order, who in his
private life might have been a pattern to ‘the moft
ftri¢t religious, and, in the important employment
of vicar apoftolical, has fhewn, that he has all that

zeal, all that prudence, and all that conftancy, ! ¢

which the government of a
My lord bifhop of Ba.ﬁlgEa mﬁ«m
chofen this worthy fucceflor of his apoftlefhip, fell

*
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Nankim, and died full of thofe happy vi-
' fionRwhich. God gives even in this world to his
fajpts. WAt his death that faith fhone brightly which
had animated him in his life-time ; and his laft mi-
utes, wherein he appeared to be filled with the
oft fenfible touches of chriftian hope, feemed to
- give him an antepaft of the joy of paradife. All
his trouble was for the miffionaries, by whom he
wis aﬁ’eéhonately beloved, ar'd for the chriftians,
who loft in him the firft przc& the ﬁp.‘t religious,
and the firft bifhop that ever China yet given
to chriftianity. And as his blefled niemory was
every where {pread abroad, they haye fet up his
-ﬂﬂqﬂe iy Teveral places 3 which the reverend fa-
ther!de, Leonifla=fat to Jie facred con tion,
o”'pm‘”rve the memory of a prelate, whofe own
merit, !s well as our particular obligations to him,
ought to make eternally refpeéted.

Befides this, the pope honoured mr. Maigrot and
mr. Pin, with the title of Vicars Apoftolical, both of
them doétore of the Sd(bon, d:hgent, zealous, and
fet upon following the intentions of the holy fee,
and, in a word, companions of mr. Hehupolxs, and
inheritors of a doubit: portion of his {pirit.

If the number of miffionaries had been anfwer-
able to that of the paftors, the churches in China
had now been perfectly filled ; but, as I have faid,
the over care, which every one has taken to provide
for it exclufively of others, has rendered people Jefs
defirous of gding. Good men, nay, even thofe who
have occafioned thefe diforders, have mourned for
“them it fecret. Some zealous perfons have endea-
Voured to, remedy this. My lord bifhop of Munfter
and Paderbom, whom the care of his own diocefe
did-not hinder from extending his care even as far
o as the Faft-mave a fettiement for fix miffionaries

' 2 ; but, dying a little while affer,
w never executed. Othm in Frmoe.
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in S andmlta],teoka reatd.ealo 3
hpc?m’th;s forﬁkmynu{ﬁon, &t they. could Moy
their defigns.'
m?np‘;ns the Grtf, who s mmfelf as zea]pns
eftablifhing the gofpel as all the other prifices p
together, among the great defigns which he has be:
intent upon to make religion flourith in Eumrl,
thought, that he ought not to neglect that F
which he might do in Afia. He was very {onfi-
ble of the neceflities of China, which father Ver- |
bieft hic! v prefented to him in one of his letrers, |
in the mol {enfible manner in the world ; and, !
altho® he very ewell knew, that he could not jpske
mifliongries (1 quality which aebody Gl Sgive kgt
the vicar of ] {us Chrift) he doubeed bt b i that e
ligioufes who iwere exadtly filicdin megham —
n atmmng, awcording to his orders, an exact kno
ledge in allronomy, might at the fame time, witt
good fuccefs, labour according to the defign 61l
their inftitution, in the converﬁon of mﬁdcls He ' :
was very well fatisfied, thaty of all the means which
human prudence could advantageoufly make ufe of '
in the moft holy actions, there were none which pro-
moted the concerns of religion in China more than
the mathematicks.

Being therefore willing at once to fatisfy his
zeal for the advancement of the gofpel, and the
defire which he had of bringing the fciences to per-
fection, he made choice of fix jefuits, whom he
thought capable of giving good fatisfadtion to the
learned, and inftruétion to intclligent perfons, Thofe,
who were thus a.ppomted could ha.vc withed they
had all the abilities neceffary for this employment.
They did neverthelefs fetout with a good will, being
ready to facrifice their lives and all their fmau,tahn;s
to the greater glory of God, and
the pious defigns of the grea




“hee [ - 3 2

came into: China, we found it in the
n X have been relating, the harvelt was
| every where, but it 4vas almoft deftitute of
' wérkmen ; or (to make ufe of father Intorcetta’s
rds, “one of the moft noted miffionaries) drowned
thofe tears, which the forrow of fecing herfelf
" Lbandoned forced continually from her : Benedifius
Deus, qui fecit nobifcum mifericordiam fuam, liberavit
wvosd naufragio, ut prope navfragamn nofiram miffionem
« @b aquis lacrimarum [ummique maroris erjperel ; vos
S omnes in corde ferve, & tanquam wverfis Societatis
Jilios virofque Apofolicos intimis animi prgecordiis am-
pletior, &?f. Thus he fpake to us in his firft letter,
" teencourage us to aflift in the glorious labours of this
miffion. 5
é Providence put it into our power in a little time

‘%o employ ourfelves ufefully there ; and if we had
one no other good than was the drawing after us
y our example feveral other miffionaries who fol-
lowed us, and who now are full of their holy la-
bours in the work of Gaff, it would be a great com-
fort to us, and a very great advantage to China.
But that which is much more comfortable is, that
we have hereby contributed very much towards re-
moving thofe lets and hinderances to the propagat-
ing the gofpel of which I fpake before; for, at
the remonitrance of father Tachard, fupported alfo
by that of the reverend father general, Innocent XI.
ﬁxff)endﬂ:‘. the oath. And after, Clement VIII.
nted to the king of Portugal to nominate three
ithops, one of Pekin, the other of Nankim, and
- the thitd of Macao. And at this prefent, our ho-
dy father, who in his ownfelf hath all the zeal, all
. 'lil‘ iety, and all ¢he wifdom of his predecefiors,
¢ @nimated by the fame fpirit, and moved (if I might
3 honour of faying fo) with what I
nour to reprefent unto him of the
thefe miffiors, is about to regﬂlarﬁ:
a




advice of the facred cgngregation ; to theg

hereafter nothing may be fo much laid ¢4 !

as the intereft of religion, and that all ke
of Europe, being united in the love of Jeft
may with one confent labour to bring ab
perfe@ this great work.

Thus, fir, I have given you a general vie
eftablifhmen: and progrefs of chriftianity in
pire of Chima, from the preaching of tht
till the Wl times. This church, heretol*
famous, b, after that wholly overturned '
ftition, hath ‘a2t laft been re-eftablifhed on¢
by one of the greateft men of our foc
augmented by the labours of a great m
fionaries, governed by wife prelates, hon
the protection of ‘many emperors, fuppor
bounty of all the princes of Europe, ar
is more for its glory, perfecuted by all
mies of truth, and made precious in th
God, by the chains, the banifhment, an
the confeﬂ'ors I am, with all imaginable

S I R, |
Your moft  bumble

and mot obedient Sep

(]

a]l the partxcu]ars thercm ,by the pmdent cou

.{q
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g Reverend Fatber De la €haife, Confefor
' to the King.

Concerning the Manner bow each Miffionary preaches
the Gofpel in China; and of the Fervency of the
7~ New Chriftians.

- Moft Reverend Fatber,

q Ltho' the important affairs of [hipa, which

Fa
|
|

] detain me at prefent at Rome, require all

* fny_application, and feem to be my excufe if I am

ing in performing any parts of my duties fo

i exa@ly.as I could defire, 1 cannot neverthelefs in

the leaft forget both the obligations which I myfelf

_have to you in particular; as well as the miffions
in the Eaft in general.

It was you, moft regerend father, who formerl¥
drew out the pla of them, who juft then
made choice of their minifters, whom your tefti:
monials, together with the efteem of one of the

teft Prmces upon carth; have rendered in pro-
cefs of time more renowned than all their particu-
lar qualifications.
his royal ﬂ:Soﬂmtmﬁ:ion, under which we have un-
dagntedly affronted dangers ; thofe letters written
*on our bcha]f to fovereigns and their officers ; thofe
. magnificent prefents; thofe regularly fettled penfions,
_ thofe extraordinary M:E;:ﬂ(m what we value much
more) fhofe {o grave els; favouring fo much of
*the fpirit of God, whetewith you have in a manner
owed our firft voyages, and which we ftill look
"4 as the {'afeﬂ'mle:j our behaviour and condisét,
benefits-sither received from yourfelf; or
R anse *Tis but juft; moft reverend fasher,
t, -in ‘what part of the world foever we m

.1 C_c .




186 How the
fhould teftify our ack y

I am perfuaded, that'one cannot give you' mo
lid demonftrations of them, than by
our great zeal, what you have
vantage. I fuppofcd you Would be faﬁsﬁed and ths

at leaft I fhould perform my duty, b ua.mh'.LT
you with the fuccefs wheretvith it hath leafed God
to crown our labour ; and,” what benefits we miy

hope to reap from the miffionaries which you your<

out of your fhands.
In a word} the time I fhall empioy, in writing to

you on this fubje, is fo far from any ways diminith-
g that due care and conftant endeavour-to
mote the welfare of our miffions, that, without all
doubr, it will much contribute to their future efta-
blithment ; for I hope, that your proteétion, bécom-
ing thcreby more effe@tual and fohd, will more ad-
vance our affairs, than all the pains and care which
I can pofiibly take for their fuccefs.

Purfuant to the firft projedtshat we Ixd, we wefe
all of us to ftay at Pekin, in the palace, and ferviceof
the emperor ; but providence otherwife ordered it,
and they at laft gave way to our inclination, which
moved us to difperfe ourfelvesall over the provinces,
for the propagating of religion. They were contetit”
to detain father Gerbillon and father Bouvet at court,
where they immediately applied themfelves to the:ftu-
dy of languages with fuch fuccefs, that they weté
quickly in a condition to affift the chriftians, yea,
and to be employed by the emperor in feveral im- _
portant affairs. The moft confiderable was the peace”
between the Mufcovites and Chinéfe ; the treaty of
which was then a-foot 300 leagues from Pekin, v~
ther father Gerbillon was fent with prince Soﬁtn whe

.was nominated plem tentiary for th
Nipchou was the lace where: t‘he
lerI1 each of thcmha.mg l

felf will foﬁE‘, or at leaft, who fhall come to us

'two unt:mtsaﬁi:mb

e
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ligns:in China:
inate, if occafion ferved,
eg t decide : the haughti-
- 1 did oftentimes make them fly out into
, EXtrenieS; which would have proved fatal to both
parties, if father Gerbillon by his difcretion had not
| ¥ moderated animofities. He continually paffed from
‘ r;:E to camp, made fpecches; propofed expedients;
thed their minds, and he diffembled whatever
/- might be apt mutually to exafperate th¢h in the con-
clufion : He fo dexteroufly munagedthe common
interefts; that the peace was concludell to the fatif-
faction both of Chinefe and Mufcovites, Prince So-
" dan was,fo well pleafed with the zeal and wifdom of
thi¢father, that he declared publickly, that, if it had
not been for himyg all had been in a defperate condi-
* tion 3 he exprefs’fl himfelf about the matter to the em-
LIJI"

r to the fame effe@, infomuch that this prince
the curiofity to be acquainted with him. He
found himyto be a very fenfible perfon, capable, fin-
cere, fo to excesfe, and even to anticipate his
| ~eeders, This character wonderfully pleafed the em-
peror 3 he had a mind to have him near his perfor,
at the palace, in the campaign, and in his progrefs
into Tartary, where he beftowed upon him fo many
fignal marks of his efteem, that the grandees of his
court might have perhaps coneeived fome jealoufy
frops them, had nof, sthe father’s modefty won him
thé affection of every body.
Thefe firft*favours were followed by an extraordi-
nary one that was much better rehfhed by this mif-
~ fionary 3 he pitch’d upon him for his tutor in mathe-
maticks ang philofophy conjointly with father Bovet,
“wrjryfe merit he likewife much efteemed. The paf
Hion, this prince hath for fciences, makes him very
ingept upon. ftudies every day in a manner two.or
hoyss together, which he fpares from his plea-
3 ; more than probable, that, by theinquiry

truth, providence will* eonduét him
Cca by



which, all others fervc ot fo mtf:h tn %

mind, as to puff it up with pride m,| ~§‘ "

men, and render it inexcufable before

Father Verbieft had already begun to cxp thek .

{ciences to him; but, befides hlsmkmg ufe of the

Chinefe tontgue in his letures, which is not proper,
by reafon of its often repeated equivocals, to illt

trate notions otherwife obfcure enough of themfelvcs..
befides thaty 1 fay father Verbieft died. Thefe fa-
thers fuppo (e the Tartarian tongue would be better
liked by this prince, and that it might ferve their
turn the better to make the notions mtelltgible It
happened accordmg to their expeétation, and the
emperor became in a fhort time fo capable, thiat he
compofid a book of geometry. He afterwards gave
it to the princes his fons, and undgrtook to_be their
mafterin it ; he called them together every day,

explgined to them the moft difficult prcpolmons of

Euclid ; yea, and this prines, having upop his fhoul-
ders the govcmment ol;' o::\d—!hc mtrg’potcnt em-
pires of the world, did not difdain, with his ruleme
compafs in his hand, to fpend his time in the family
in fpeculanons, which intereft alone-fcarce makes de-
lightful to private perfons.

Whilft thefe two fathers by their credit made them-
felves fit to be in a fhort time the main fupport of re-
ligion, father Fontaney, father Vifdelou, and myfelf,
did endeavour not to be unftrviceable in the pte-
vinces. [Father Fontaney went to Nankim, father

Vifdelou took care of the churches of Xanfi, whe;:l B

alfo remained fome time with him; from whence -
terwards 1 removed to Xenfi, the ancient place of  #
ther Faber's miflion, the chriftians of which =)
notwithftanding their having been deferted thefen ¢
ny years, do neverthelefs prc{'ervc therr ﬁr&rf ‘
venrcy, and are fil looked u fPO

that great flock, and modcl.o other behev;us

"““""““‘s‘

-
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% otf A our own proper ex
_1ience, Wha d us,-that the barvef
tiwly pvas great, and that happy is that labourer

Vbe Mafter of the barveft doth pleale to make
g gather it . Every thing is matter of

confolation in this glorious employment ; the faith
' of the new converts, the innocence of the ancient,

e aptnefs of the children, the devotion and mo-

fty of women; but yet, one is more efpecially

¢ affelted by fome eminent and exemwlary conver-
fions, to perceive the work of grace now and then
wrought in the hearts of idolaters. '

The truth is, thefe are in refpe@ of us convincing
roofs gf that truth which we preach and declare :
ot“itideed, by what fecret charm could we be

able to animate gead minds, and raife them (if [
tlmay prefume Yto fay) to reafon, to God, to all
| the ndaxims of the moft pure and refined morality ;
™~ mi at have been buried and immerfed from
infancy in flghh and blood ? What force
power), what ifhment could be ablein an
| pinftint to bring into captivity rebellious minds under
the yoke of a religion fo fevere as ours is, if Jefus
Chnft himfelf did not work miracles, and f the
holy Spirit, by the inward and invifible operation of
grace, did not fupply the defect of his minifters ?
This is that, moft reverend father, which we ex-
jence every day with aftonithing comfort, which
d0th eftablifh, ftrengthen, and fettle us unmovable in
the fame faith which God produceth in idolaters. I
would to God I were able to relate to you particular,
ly all that paffes in China on this fubject, where, in
*fpite of all the ftratagems of devils, God is fo con-
itly and refolutely. glorified. Yet, not being able
n my d to pick up the particular memo-
oii; each church, I fhall only content myfelf to tell
Jou
'

L what I myfelf have obferved in my pi-
‘{:&er what manner I have made it my bufi-
a

Cic g% . nefs



nefs o,
the moft grave i wndens primitive o o, o
All m?m bl ws a-u{iuc.ﬂ i | three Frincml

points ; the firlt was to chertf and Rgep-Rp the- .
picty of old believers by the preaching weid *
of God, and above all; by particular exhortations ;
which is abundantly more profitable and edifying «
than any thing that 1s {poken in publick, w] '%
difcourfe is often not uiderftood, either becaufe pf tha

waoiﬁ,,rg.im. -,; P
. TS

people’s ftupidity, or elfe by reafon of the 1"
1ll utterance and pronunciation. Thefe poor R

whom fimpligity and fervency make teachable, do
oftentimes hear that with tears in their eyes, which
they do not comprehend but by halvesi but yet,
they always improve and edify by what they updar-
ftand perfectly. They are efpecially moft taken yith
comparifons, parables, and hiftoriest /and albei they
are not acquainted nor accuftomed {5 that vehemen:
and {ometimes paffionate action of omr pretijiers, * -
yet for all that, they are moved and wropdht upop
when they {peak to them k’*h earneftnefs an.! con.
cern. Lo :
I no fooner came to a private houfe to confefs m
perfons, or about other bufinefs, but prefently
fhould have all the family, nay, and the chy
too of the neighbourhood flock together abant me,
and intreat me to fpeak to them concerning God 1
had made but an indifferent progrefs in 1.1:1(1{::1-%5.1
ly whg

B

ing and pronouncing their tongue, efpeci
I firft began to preach, .which neverthel :
them no manner of offence ; o far from ity thas, it
they could but never fo little apprehﬂ# wh
I meant, they never were cloy’d with ‘hearing,
me, ' Sy
I have morcover taken notice, that they hf&:
always rather I fhould preach myfelf, haw e
barous foever my. language might appesr, tHis
that*I fhould get them inftructed, as I {Gfagtn

e __ Ol



" » <o .'- ! hd bm‘;‘q ="
n time before to exercifes ofthxsnau.;:e
wfts not being fo frequent as I could have
wn'h voured to make them up by godly
which, by God’s blefling, Cgma is ver
wcll ftored, there having been fome miffionaries fuf-
ﬁqem-ly zealous and able to compofe books, and

very politely, upon all the points of religion.
hey have very curious anc}m compleat cate-
s, wherein the entire and complw.t body of
the doétrine of chriftianity, the life, miracles, and
death of our blefled Lord, the commandments of
God and the church are cIear]y explained.- There
are likewife to be found particular expofitions upon
Lhe.go.ttr.ls, treatifes upon moral and chriftian du-
ties, fome" ntroverfies adapted to every bo-
dy’s capacity, ices of piety for the different
condigions of lify, prayers and mftructions for the
ufe he facraments, a body of divinity for the
gmed r they have tranflated fome part of Tho.
Aquinas, apd laﬁ of St. Ignatius’s exercifes for
%5& that hind heavenly things. Infomuch, that
{piritual feed of the evangelical word is fcat-

rered all over, and multiplied an hundred fold,
I could have wifhed there might have been a
ranflation of the Miflal, upon the account of fay-
mafs in Chinefe, together with an exact verfion
;S he holy fcriptures. Conformable to the per-
F&nn obtained f'or that purpofe, the Miffal was fi-
ithed, and father Couplet prefented it fome years ago
o the pope : however, after having duly examined
he matger, it was not thought convenient to make
e of it, but they continued to fay mafs in the
tin tofigue, as in other places. As for the

leat verfion of the Bible, there are fuch wi

ons why it fhould not forthwith be pubh.&
\zt would feem a rafh ;I::c ece of impudence to
cau

; fo much the mqrt, {c there is alreu;ldy
( S . expound






