pels veif und'even whatfoeytr ¥'mb \"" (21 o
in the reft aFthe holy foripte R Y a

The fecond method, to ihcrem: theds t vzell
of chriftians, was prayer : Befides the tim i |
for mafs, I affembled them twice a day to make
publick prayers. They fung in two choirs w1th
fuch marvellous devotion, that it made me wifh
the European chriftians might have been witne
of their picty ; for their rude, and fometimes fcm—‘- j
dalous deportments before our altars, will certainly
be condemned at the great tribunal, by the modeﬂy
of thofe later chriftians.

They do not underftand either finging by rotes
or mufick as we do, yet have they tunes-of their
own compefure no ways un leafay: N which feemsto -
me abundance more tolerable than‘ what are ufed in
feveral focieties in Europe : They hiad likewily feve-
ral forts of inftruments ; 3 concerts they (egth %o ad-"~ !
mire, and our vﬂlagcs mn F‘rance would. t‘ rve their
turn well enough in that -

The Chinefe are of that temper, that hey baght
need of fomething fenfible to heighten thelr devo.
tlon s fumptuous and magnificent ornamests, g~

, pompous proceffions, the noife of bells and
in rumcnts, and the ceremonies of the church, are
very taking with them, and allure them to divine
fervice. 1 took extraordinary care in that m
to procure for them all that the church ou
her moft wife condu@® hath permitted to the {er-
vants of God; yet, always diftinguifhing rhat
which {'uperﬁmon, if one have not a cae of it
is wont, in procefs of time, to put into the o
mon people’s head.

I apply'd myfelf more efpecially to infpire | E&.
with relpeé to our myfteries, they made“thar S
fcl‘ﬁm ufually every fortnight, Their

yras not only attended with teass (for thl{lv /
o




-,

Sy HETRUS) but alfo with

“he lvely faith, they had for the ad;yr;ble facra-
ment, ade ghem conftant attenders on the altars
and whis permitted them to receive it,they com-
municated with affeétions of veneration capable of
inflaming not only fuch who are but lukewarm, but
alngbft chriftians : you might fee them proftrate at
~Aeferal times, with their face on the ground lamenting,
nd commonly fhedding abundance of tegrs. Such
like poftures, more frequent and ordinary amongft
Afiaticks than Europeans, yet evermore edifying and
fubmiffjve, do exceedingly contribute to excite devo-
tion-#the foul, and to imprefs upon the mind that
p eneration which the majefty of our my-
“fteries defervés at r'ﬁEﬁds.{ ;
This ref tended itfelf alfo to the images,
réliq’u 5 ool als, holy water, and in gtmﬁ,
““to whatipever bears the character of our religion.
_They bare, more than that, a particular veneration
for the Virgin Mggi gﬁﬁch perhaps had gone too
if care Mad not ufed to regulate it. They
call her the Holy Mother (Chin-Mou) and do in-
voke her in all their ftraits and exigencies. The ex-
perience, they have had of her protettion, hath
confirmed them in this warm devotion, and the be-
nefits, they receive daily from her, perfuadethem fhe
1s ageeptable to God. f
#I'he womeg are yet more animated with thefe fen-
timents than<he men.  All their churches are dedi-
cated to her under the title of Chin-Mou tam, that
* is to fay, the temple of the Bleffed Mother. There
«hey meet together, for they never enter into the
of® the men, as the men dare not prefume to
a foot into theirs. ~ But the paffionate love, that
. chrififans have for Jefus Chrift, makes them
devout, and walk worthy of the profeflion
AAve embraced, They continually repeat thefe
¢ ' . following




Bis bloed | Feus thby diadite (8~ Bk
it is th&w wherein we nioft carsfily infh uct
them, fo it 15 that t!ik:y moft fteg iy, begove,
Every one fhall have their crucifixes Tsftheir ckam-
bers; and notwithftanding the nakednefs of aur
images did at firft give fome offence, yet have they
in procefs of time accuftomed themfelves to tiem.
‘We diftribute them to the people with fome p -
tion, for fear they may chance to fall into the ;
of idolate®, who might, either through ignorance
or malice, be apt to prophane them. g

And this was the reafon why, after mafs was faid,
I commonly removed from the altar a large graven
crucifix, the pagans do oftentimes come dut of cu-
riofity to fee our churches ;=i oy theg might have
ftole it away, or fpoken of it g rently and hlgl-
phemoufly, which neverthelels wis not besught
pafs by the paints of Chriff’s paffion whed, T left
with them.

Now as for chriftias, % are far from -mrciliug
from them this facrel myilcfy"0r oud redemption..
or from diffembling in the leaft circumftance of the

fame. What certain hereticks have writ, congern-
g it, is a foul calumny, which all the Chinefe
books and cuts, therein engraven, have long ago
difproved and confuted.

‘The crofs is carried publickly in the ftreets in
ceffion, planted on the tops of churches,and patogl
over the doors of the chriftians houfes. 1 have an
where obferved the ceremony of the adoring of the
crofs, performed every Good Friday publickly,
practifed with more adoration than in China - sayy
I fincerely Froteﬂ:, that I never affifted thereat with.
out being forced to mingle my tears with thofes &
the believers, who outdo themfelves in devation =d!
publick penance on that day efpecially. Thma‘.ﬁ

have accufed their faith in this point, wn?;h
- 1 lw



; _“J’_.l"nnr'tg‘._ -ﬁblmefsofEuropeans,
s they. il at pur sz manies « for our part, we
are aweci fed 1o fee che Opp-obm’?: of the crofs to
_umﬁtp as fay as the utmoft imits of thcumverfz,
proud and haughty nation of the

ch more troublefome than that of men ; they
ever vifited but in the time of their ficknefs,
: do they ever come to vifit the miffionaries ;
ut they may be fpoken with in their churches, or

may caufe them to meet every fortnight to

|

| .

,  The particular inftrudtion of the Chinefe women
b

and adminifter the facrament to them ;
_not come oftener for fear of fcandal, the

e country do not fo much as allow
m that ufe thediforders, that happen every
the \éfomen vifit the temples of the
Bon ufe ou; aflemblies to be fufge&ed and
\.affard J<becious pretent.e to the Gentiles to cry

do r:l%

ﬁzmr.h wdin pefl cannot imagine what
it snay y it, I came to this church
n Fnday evening to hear confeflions. *Tis al-
‘ ways in a place expos’d to every one’s view ; for in
this cafe one cannot a& with too much caution. On
- Saturday morning I finifh’d the confeffions of thofe
that were not able to get a place the day foregoing.
Almoft. every one of them confefs, and would be
" gladflo to'do every day if they had liberty granted.
Whether it bg tendernefs of confcience, or efteem
for the facrament, or fome other. reafon beft kmwn

' to themfelves, 1know not; but they think the
| ngver fct time enough apart to difcover their ults
hm is required abundance of patience to hear
i ; and, being naturally of a mild difpofition,they
o d takmit very ill to hehand]ed roughly ; yet
has - 4iley one good 1 uality, that they are feldom
ty and” froward. They receive themﬁmm
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reduce them#wn ﬂ!.ﬁlrommf g
not they find it fo hard to bewail an for
them.
As for notorious fins they very rarel
them, becaufe their condition exempts them Ytom
the moft dangerous opportunities; and, if they el
be brought to keep peace-in their domeftick affur
their 11F would be otherwife wonderful innocant.
I have obferved in many of them a certain dseation
that wanted but little of holinefs. They a@s ap-
ply themfelves to bufinefs or to prayer, fechanp ail
. opportunities for the education o fhelr,ehﬂdn:n ot
for their own u'nprnvemt,nt ~verpdcrupalous atig
nice in the obfervation of the pmr’ﬂg‘ of ev uythr:
ftian duty ; charitable,’ frequent £ morofiSgmon’s in
a particular manner zealous for the cosseufion of
idolaters; attentive toali pecafions that et hieme
{elves to do adts of charh‘y nfgmaf bt 1 have
heard the ancienteft miffionanes, fay, that, £ﬂ§
once turn’d chnﬂ'mn, almoftall the women would
faved. This is not an affefted encomiuns of th
Chinefe women ; I do faithfully and h_on_u}ﬁy relatg
what I have feen, and I judge of other! hesby
this whereof I ha.vefthc care and c;_ondu& {
The inftruion of the youth of riper ¥
me as much trouble. I was perﬁz?agadﬂg]ﬁi
age, above all other, retiulr’d cultivating, efpesially
in China, where many things concur to muake them
have an averfion for the fervice of God 5 their caly
foft temper, the complaifance of all aboutﬂiwr;
their relations that doat upon them, #pfl fEldam
carry a ftrit hand over them, but let them A2
their wills ; the company of heathen Civldrery
corrupted and vicious w:ry foon  their ¢ e
gla‘nce, their complaifance with fchool :
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eve fuch infidence on them, as toin-
dn averfion for religion. All thefe
o their inftrudtion, very hard to fur-
piire foever we take.

151 willing to difcharge my duty by feveral
and means : that, which appeared to me the
effeftual, was to take a chriftian fchool-mafter
y houfe, who was an able zealous man; the
fidren came thither to learn, and I took the op-
ortunity to inftill devotion into them, t@ expound
to them the principal articles of religion, to train
th and difcipline them againft the affaults of
thﬁ?les, to accuftom them to the ceremonies of
r.hp:'w rch, where they aflifted at mafs every day.
This pradree_did alﬁ?;g_rqduce another good effe :-
the children of.idsiaters who came to ftudy under
the tuition of thé fame mafter, whither by reafon
aof chﬁ&, or bécaufe of the nearnefs of the place,
fheard /' whether they would or no, what was taught

to thieir {chopl-fellows 3 thsfe inftruions form’d and
feafor’d th istlodind little to chriftianity, and
Teplehifh’d ther mind with abundance of good no-
tions and ideas, which, as fo many feeds, in procefs
of time, did produce evangelical fruit, that is to fay,
real converfions. .

It were to be wifh'd there were a good number
of chriftian fchool-mafters that might teach gratis
n cigies, that would be the beft means to propagate

ion, and to preferve good manners, and kee

up decorum ifi families ; but the miffionaries are fo

far from being in a condition to maintain them, that
- they are* hard put to it to fubfift themfelves; for

they do not lead fuch a life as fome ill-informed, or
ther ill-affected authors would have made the world

did. Nay, and I fpeak even of thofe
court, Who feem by their outfide to live
affluence of all accommodations. It is true,
wthey gointheir filks (according to the mode;
) > .0
1

& i




of the country) when they go to

lity; yea, and they are fometimes &rriediin o
?edan, or elfe son horﬁ:back, attenddd by "crvx?:u.;.
all which is neceflary to keep up théhs.civdi apnd
preferve the protection of the Mandarines, tur wans
of which the chriftians would be often o d ;4
but yet that makes the miffionaries to lead as
life, for thefe experices confuming their whulc,
nue, or penfion, which never amounts to an huer
crowns per Annum, the {mall portion tbﬂ remaing |
is fcarce fufficient to live on. The _
very decently (not to fay very poorly) ha ui in hig
houfe, his lodging is very inconvenient, he Nt (1)
the hard ground, or upon a very thin quilt with nu'i

M LR
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fheets: As for his table,” !.: rxfr_al, that, tha
is never a monk in Em e to" wham the sanon
prefcribes fuch a rigorous abfi. negeey {fomt™e, thcm
pafs whole years together with anly sice. iq..,.u.‘mou
vegetablcs, and water; fcr the Thoe, 104218
drank, is neither plmfan the palatgsel & Chm&i I
nor a foreigner. -
However, I fpeak only of the time that ey
in their houfe; foras foon as ever they come é\ad
to t'ravel about the provmces, and to feek the loft
theep in the vi]lagcs, mountains, and the moft re-
mote places, one 1s not able to exprefs the continual
fatigues of their miffion; (I {peak chie.ﬂy of &hofc
that perform in the weftern provmces, for “sh
channels, that water almoft all the ptovmces of the
fouth, make thefe perambulations lefs tediows. ) Then
it is that they labour night and day, lie indarme, st
with the poor countrymen, and are expoﬁ{mﬂn,
fcorching fun, and the moft vehement cold, witan
times covered all over with fnow, and we! tait!
fkin with rain; and then we meet with ﬁ.ﬁung ta
comfort us at our arrival but fervent ¢ > r
weary us out by the exercife of our Iy .
Ebat they expe& from us.
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wvince of Xenfi, that fell to my care; is
fargeft in all China. I had fome chriftian
] ifhed within an hundred leagues of
one anotler; whither I muft go by #oads fo toilfome,
that Bven iforfes are of noufe. They have mules
bred in the mountains, and managed for this fort of
jous jes, that is to fay, for the eafieft ways; as for
the Sther ways you are forced to foot it, whether
0 creep on all four up the rocks, or defcend into
tae precipices. You crofs over the valley in water
and dirt, expofed to tygers, but yet'more to robbers,
whi country does faveur,
Theypre not like thofe fine ways and delightful
ghampagne provinces of the fouth, which
ind nature have F ’d rather to have made for
t of the ithabitants, than for the conveni-
ence ‘of travellers) The vallies of the Alps and
Py are much more paffable; and one may
| froper)y fay of Chim, that, whereitis fine, nothing
+ 1n the world's finer ; and, when it céafes to be o, no-
thing is morf higmidsand frightful. Neverthelefs,
ftuce-the death of father Fabor, one takesdelight to
travel along thofe tedious roads that He watered for-
merly with the {weat of his brows, where he hath
fhed abroad that f{weet favour of helinefs that fill
upholds the faith of chriftians, and animates the
zeal of the miffionaries.

The other churches of this province are more
eaffy come at. I {pent a great part of the year in
wavelling frofn village to village, catechizing,
preaching,and ad miniftring the facraments to'believers
that affentbled upon my paffage in all the places that
Lappointed, I divided my time between them and
idolaters, whofe converfion always proves more
quent in thefe folitary remote places than‘in greac

ties gﬁﬁ the metropolis of a province. Some
tgm_there were, who being already convinepd
of ﬁ truth by reading, or by their commerce with
8 . chriftians,

!
=
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chriftians, came of their own accord to recs ;
-tifm : Others fhaken, and rouzed either by thed re-
lations or friends, came to hear cﬁfpu\tahon ard, at
laft furrendered * themfelves to the grace ! o Jefis
Chrift : Many allured by novelty, or by the intress «
ty of their n hbours, heard attentively, and always

difputed Wlth a great deal of heat ; among/* “3

fome there were that withdtew from the dif puth
more hardened than ever ; yet others; more
ful to the'drawings of the Spirit; gave glory to Godys
and humbly acknowledged their errors, All m
trouble in this fort of controverfies ; t
could not deliver niyfelf as I would. \E l:hﬂ'i—
culty of explaining myfelf in a foreign laxgu

prived the truth of its weigh and powet. ¥ thm!s{tr
if T could but have fpoken my “nativc 6 there
fhould not have been ope ilularcr In Mg 'tor\'.
that fhould not have opelied 1id ey 0 Louth £
and then to faith. But befides thag; mm&nmm;
fpeak enough of it to make every man mc'!!ufabl
as St. Paul faith; yet T misduiimgver this reflec-
tion, That he that plantsy and he that waters, what
pains foever he may take, and how cxrert foever
he may be in planting and watering well, yet 8oes
but very little by that. A man ought to refer
this great work of converting fouls to God ; ’tis
he alone that caufes thefe plants to incréafe, that
nourifhes them, and raifes them up to hlm{iﬁf ac-
cording to the order of his in: 1tc merc ’?Lnd
eternal purpofes. Andat thefe fet times ﬁ‘red and
ordained in the eternal counfels' of divine predisis
nation, how many times have T feen a few woids,
ill pronounced, fenfibly to triumph , over esifir,
becaufe the Holy Spirit, that mafter within' tht.‘ ela
doth unfold the (P nfe of them ; whe
difcourfes have had tione other eff
tp harden heart 5 when, by a juftJn
God was no plﬂfed to accompany thetn Wih =

l_ ;xgwdm .

‘!ut'd‘u
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inary evidence and demonftration of the

. will, without doubt; moft reverend father,
ing glad to underftand the nature of the
*main difficulties we meet withal in the converfion of
the Gentiles. I have obferved three forts of them that
gzn peculiar to the Chinefe. Perfons of quality, and
fe who would be thought wife, objected chiefly

I againft the myfteries : their hearts rofe chiefly againft

. the Trinity and Incarnation; a God that was pene-
trable, a God that could die, was no lefsin refpect of
them,%han of the Jews, a ftumbling block and a
piece folly. The exiftence of God, eternal, fu-

me, mfinitely juft, infinitely powerful, went eafily

n with them, apd-the convincing proofs of it

that I urged to them, made them fometimes forbear
entering into the fifts with me thereupon.

; To proceed in order, and to follow the roads
which prudence and holy fathers have chalked out
&-r us on ‘thefe occafiors, I divided our religion

to two partgsreiefirt, I propofed to them what-
foever reafon exempt from paffion dictates to us. That
there is a God ; that this€God, being infinitely holy,’
enjoins us to love virtue, and fhun wice; to obey
princes, to refpe& our relationsy to do no wrong to
one’s neighbour 5 that good men, that are oftentimes
miferable i this world, enjoy a certain reward in the
nex#; that, on the contrary, wicked men, who fpend
their life in inordinate pleafures, are rigoroufly pu-
nithed after death; that this fame hope and fear,
that are the beginning of wifdomy are likewife the
firft rule” of our demeanour ; but yet, that the in-
flamed love, that every man ought to have for this
Tpreme arbitrator of Lfe and death, is capable alone

‘o rander ps perfect. _
- &#f}h:d convinced thiem by thefe maxims, F
d: | practife, with this ?ﬁt of love and fear,’

Dd thefe

£
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thefe divine leflons ; proftrate yourfelves evesy duy:
before the infinite majefty of this God that yeu
acknowledge ; in this pofture, with tears in tvgﬁ::
eyes, and an heatt broken and contrite with .,vg\i';;, :
for knowing him fo late, beg of him from The,
bottom of your heart; that he would pleafeto raiie ©
you to thefe fublime truths, which reafon dﬁ
not difcover to you, but which it hath plea
him to reveal to the world by his belo Som, y
which at prefent make up the particular character
of the chriftian faith.

It was not always fuch an eafy matter to ebtain
what T demanded ; the moft part of the Gentiles,
accuftomed blindly to purfue their paffions, Yeund..
more difficulty to embracg_this novel kind of ki 1
than to belicve the moft abltrilie myfteries. Yet [
can affure you, reverend father, that, of all thofe
that fubmitted thereto in earneft, I faw not any
that was not a few days after difpofed to believe™
the moft difficult things ahich the new teftament
teacheth us; fo true it is, that-faith is the gift of)
God, that cannot be acquired by all ‘the force of
reafoning 3 and thofe only obtain, who follow our
Saviour’s counfcl: Scek and ye fball find, knack and
it fhall be gpcned to you. God indeed, to accom-
plith this promife, did concur pretty often to the
converfion 1n a moft miraculous manner ; and I ob-
ferved in feveral new converts fo many enlighten-
mgs, jult upon their refolving to live well, and e
conftant in prayer, that the Holy Splkit muft needs
have illuminated them.

A gentleman, whom reading and difputing had
made to waver in his opinion, could not yet refolye
to believe ; yet, he determined notwithftanding
praétife the morality of Jefus. Chrift, &
that a good life- would much conduce to @iinel thele
mifls. At the firft,;#his doubts got grount L ofhy '
iftead of being vanquithed ; the more he loajess

€.
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.~ upon the crofs, the more did his fpirit revolt. He
L. ‘oo partd the fables of his own religion with the
"+ sgngminious death of 2 God-man»that lays the foun-
n of ours. They both feemed to him equally
* ndiculous ; and, take what care he could to fearch;
nothing could he find that confirmed him more in
cHriftianity than in idolatry. His relations, and divers
of his friends and acquaintance, ufed their utmoft
“endeavours to win him over to Jefus Chrift, but
all to no purpofe; and he was juft upon the point
king up his old courfe again, when our blef-
fed Nord ftepped him upon the very brink of
t €cIpice.

4 Oné night (as I had it from his own mouth) he
Qaw in his dream ME&¥en open; Jefus Chrift ap-
peared to him full of maieﬁ;, fitting at the right
hand of the Father, and furrounded with an infinite
¢ company of bleffed {pirits ; on one hand, he fhewed
him thofe eternal rewards that are promifed to chrif-
[ tians; on ;];ﬁ‘ he difcover'd to him profound
" abyfles, whith the torments and fhricks ofP a_great
many idolaters made gaftly and frightful. That is
thy portion, faith he, with a threatening countenance,
if thou doff net follew me. Oh! fon, continued he
with a more mild countenance, Muft ny crofs dij-
courage you ? And muft a death, which is the fource

of my glory, make you afbamed ?
« This vifion frightened him, and he awakened quite
another manj he did not look upon it as a dream, he
did not bufy himfelf to find out what extraordinary
- thing chance and an over-heated imagination were
sapable oftentimes to produce during fleep : the poor
man pﬂneg perfuaded, that God had {poken to g::,
demanded to be baptifed with a great deal of impor-
tfr?jky s Aay, and he was fo far from having any
troubi® to fubmit to the belief of our myftcries,

thatde protefted he would willingly part with® his
.I].? m'
- -

end the truth of them. s
Dd% Anothery

« ey
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nate, did not only not forfake his errors, but did even

{coff at and deride our moft holy myfteries, 'and |

was prefent at my inftruétions only to jeer them :

M

Another, lefs knowi?fg, but much more Shiti- -
ak

yet had he permitted his wife to turn chriftian, .

becaufe he was not willing, by crofling her defire,
to breed a difturbance in his family : but faid, he
would have a great care of following her example,
for fear the world fhould be apt to believe that all
his family whs run mad.

Being naturally of a more fpritely temper and
briflcer than your Chinefe ufually are, I endeavriicd
to win hy fair means more than by difputation ;
at length, perceiving neither of them prove eifec-
tual, I went one evening to his houfe to fee hin
and taking him afide: I depart to-morrow, fir, faid
I, and am come to take my leave of you. Imuft
needs confefs, it is not without fome forrow, not
only becaufe I leave you, but more efpecially be-
caufe T leave you in your exrors. At leaft, before my
departure, do me onc fmall kindo=l; your wife is
a chriftian, fhe hath an image of the God-man, whofe
religion I preach, do fo much as proftrate yourfelf
fometimes before this fame image, and befeech him
whom it reprefents, to illuminate your mind, if it
be true, that he hath power fo to do, and if he
be capable of hearing you. He promifed me he would
doit, and prefently after my back was turned. he
performed his promife.

His wife, ignorant of what had paffed, feeing
him upon his knees, adoring Jefus Chrift by often
bowing his head before this image, fuppofed he
was converted, and fent one of her relations inte

a houfe adjoining where I was, to acquaint me -

with it: I ran thither, and found him ftill {o taken
up in this attion, and in prayer, that I ‘i.ad not &
mind to interrupt h.irn: -

; ‘ )



, the New Chriftians in China. 405

As foon as he rofe from his knees, I told him,

uldy not fufficiently fignify my joy to him, oc-

oned by the wonderful change God had lately
ht in him. :

« = How! faith he, all amazed, did you fee at fuch
a diftance what paffed in my mind, or hath God
revealed it to you? Jefus Chrift himfelf, replied I,
lets me underftand fo much, for he acquamts us,
-that thofe who afk any thing of his Father in his

. name fhall be heard, Oh! father, cried he, it is

true, I am no longer the fame man, I perceive my-

feif~q chriftian without yet knowing what chriftia-
ni%{ ns ; but pray nftru&t me, I am ready to

Jubmit, and to receive baptifm this very moment
f you pleafe. _ovem

I told him, I baptifed nobody before I had firft
inftruéed them ; that, being obliged to depart, I would
nominate a chriftian to whom he might have re-
courfe in my abfence. He confented to every thing,
and we proftrated ourfelves before this miraculous

. image, to p#Forri~thanks to the Divine Majefty,
who can, when he fees good, from the hardeft
ftones raife up children unto Abraham.

Amongft feveral other effe@s of that grace, where-
with it hath pleafed God to blefs my miffion, the
converfion of an old officer in the army feems
worth the relating to you. From a private centinal,
he was got up to be the king’s lieutenant in one of
“the cities of the third order, and, notwithftanding he
was very rich, yet had he nevera concubine; his wife,
being a chriftian, obliged him to live in a more re-
gular manner than other Mandarines. But nothing

“eould. determine him to turn chriftian ; not that he
was h&oﬂe‘g to paganifm, his defire of advancing

/ﬂmfel, in the world took up all his thoughts,
and he'had till that time never owned any deity but

is_fgrtune. This indifferency for all forts of re-
' is of all conditions the moft dangerous ; and
/’ ‘o D’ d 3 I-have

<3



TH6 How the Gofpel is propyfid to

I have found by experience, that a man i v
at a greater diftance from the true God, t]éim, n,
he acknowledges none at all. o

Yet had he a‘great value for chriftians, e .
he edified by their innocent life, When 1 changsd 1 |
go to his city, he always made me a vifit ; and,
becaufe he thought it pleafed me, he went fome-
times into the church to lie proftrate before the altars.
I thereupon took occafion to lay the bufinefs of his
falvation hotne to him, but he heard the moft {erious
things that I fpoke to him thereupon with a finile.

One day, {peaking to him of "heil in a more teri-
fying manner than ufual : You muft not be fugprifed
at my undauntednefs, fays he, it would beapreat
fhame for an cld officer as ] am, to be afraid. Eve
fince I turned foldier I took up the refolution to fear
nothing ; but after all, faith he, what reafon can I
have to fear ? I do nobody wrong, I ferve my
friends, and am faithful to the emperor, and, if
heretofore 1 have been f{ubject to the ufual difor- |
ders of youth, I am at prefenr.-&'weratc enough |
in my pleafures. That is as much as to fay, re-
ply’d I, that you ftrive to gratify the world, but
you are no wife follicitous to render to God what
you owe to him ; could you imagine you fhould be
a good officer, in difcharging the particular duty of
your caliing, if you refus’d at the fame time to
obey and acknowledge the emperor.

*Tis not enough to be regular in all the adtions of
a private life ; the principal duty of a Yubje is to
fubmit to his fovercign, and the whole gty of me
man is to own a.udf%:; God. You are i the ey y
faith he, I do ferioufly think it. You thisk fo. %

in, reply’d I, if that God, which I fm,! £

@fa&@ e
evening to enlighten your ing, "4 il
hear your voice ; but do you remember alia & 1iftep
to his, and follow it, 3 '

vain _
af, does not give good thoughts. B

¥



the’ I could ho%e no more from this difcourfe,
from feveral other preceding ones, yet I ob-
f Be was wrought upon: I mentioned f{ome
«fuc) thing to his wife, who took an occafion there-
to {peak home to him ; and one of his officers,
* bemf very zealous and well inftru@ed, defired him
at leaft to aflit at evening prayer to be performed
it his houfe. His prefence ftirred up the fervency of
his domefticks, and they all begged of Jefus Chrift,
that he might be converted, with cries and tears,
which the infinite goodnefs of the Almighty can
fcarce ever withftand.
From this very moment he began to waver, and
tl}e warious thoughts he revolved in his mind a great
x;rtcf the night, concerning the danger wherein he
made him talse ap a refolution to go thro’ with
n:hgmon But our Lord inftruéted him cancerning it
immediately ; for, he ferioufly protefted, that being
a little fleepy, he had fuch horr:ble reprefentations of
hell, that he was no longer in ﬁlI[;)cnce whether
or no he fhould refolvé: Upon his awakening, he
\found him@¥™% chriftian, or, at Jeaft he took up
a firm refolution fo to be as foon as poflible he could.
He forthwith repaired to the church where T faid
mafs ; when it was finithed, I was furprifed to fee
him at my feet begging bapnfm of me, with his eyes
bathed in tears : weeping, I fay, for fcarce could he
utter his mind, fo much did his fighs and tears in-
terrupt his difcourfe : He {peke likewife with a much
more gonfidgnt air, and there was obferved, in his ac-
tion, I know not what fort of fear that had feized
him, of which he was not mafter. Whether it
was that his imagination was fill fmitten with the re-
efentation of hell, or whether God by this change
- o o makc us, as well as him, appre-

Gast all the bravery and haught ithat

iy
cadeliro when it into
i imoft undaunted hearts, {

kel <




Thad a great mind, according to mp‘tﬁﬂ?m. to
take fome time to examine and mftru@ mim, by he
protefted that he would not go out of the dure vl

he was baptifed :. Perbaps I jball die this wery pbts
faid he to me, and you would be grieved IW 1
ternally damned. His refolution not td" i me, *
the intreaty of chriftians, that went down to
ground to me to obtain this faveur, and Tlknow

what internal motion prevailed upon me. 1 examified
him about gvery point of religion ; he under{tond
one part of it, and learned the reft with fo much
eafinefs, that two hours after I thought I couldmi-
tiate him into our myfteries. His converfion muadke

a great noife in the city, feveral idolaters fullowed
his example ; and, fince in heaven itfelf thes is re i
jocing at the repentance of*vne finner, thet s ng
queftion but the faints and angels were joyfulof the
converfion of this very man. -

This fubmiffion of our fpirit to the obfeurcli my-
fteries, how difficult foever it may feem, yet is it not
the thing that troubles the Gentiles moft ; feveral
other confiderations are greater ribs™n their way. —~
The firft is the reftitution of ill-gotten goods, which
in reference to the merchants and Mandarines is an
almoft unfurmountable obftacle.

Injuftice and cozenage are {o common in China,
in thefe two conditions, that few of themithere are
who have enriched themfelves any other way. A
merchait always puts off his wares at the deareft
rate he can poflibly, and never utters his gogpd mer-
chandize but when hecannot get ridiof his bad ' Cun-
ning and craft, fo peculiar to this nation, feem
intitleit to the right of fophifticating il thiigs. But
the fanctity of our religion doth not peamsit-#fat”
human laws tolerate : a man, whep = is hacgme
rich by unjuft dealing, muft come and
accounts with God, when he does in eari
I.q come to the knowledge of him. T'muil




fted upon this point but it made me
This is for the moft part a rock of offence

'« They do not boggle at the myfteges, nor ever call
Mue{li ; and the reafon is, becaufe they feem
*not cut out for {peculative fciences. But as to the
bufinefs of morality, they have a certain penetrating
aptfiefs, and think themielves little inferior to us.
¢ It is very true, fays a merchant to me one day,
¢ man is not allowed to defraud or do wyong Yo his
¢ neighbour 3 butit is not I that cheat when I fell too
¢ dear, or when I put off my bad ftuffs, the buyer
¢ abufeth himfelf. As he for his part defires to have
-¢ them for nothing, or as little as he can, if I agree
p R toits fo Ilikewife am in the right to exaét large
' rates from him, asd tde€ceive them, if he be fo
¢ fimple as to give them me.  This is the fruit of our
¢ induftry, and this profit is no violence, but the
- ¢ gffet of my calling, that teaches me to improve
¢ my trade. !
¢ Moreover, adds he, altho’ it fhould be true that
€ 1 fhould peffels another man’s goods, and that I
*“fhould have committed a fault by enriching myfelf
¢ at hiscoft, how can [ have the confcience at prefent:
¢ to ftrip my children naked and reduce them to beg-
¢ gary ? Believe me, father, thofe, from whom I have
¢ extorted what they had, have, Pll warrant you,
¢ done as much. to others, who again have enriched
¢ themfelves after the fame manner, Here it is the
¢ cultom to geal thus, and every one in particular,
¢ (if they have any reafon) ought mutually to par-
S.don one another for thefe fmall faults, otherwife
¢ we muft undo and overthrow whole families, and

L]
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-Th!s ﬂmlm Oftbechlldml '.‘_'._'
of whom Jefus Chnft faith, That it is mﬁ' [ Tor
camel to go tbrowgb the eye of a meedle, thah fa [, ¥ia
man to enter intq the kingdom of beaven. Leg
reprefent to them what he pleafes, yet they
have their own way, being more obdutite tififi &
for they feldom fail of admmng juftice and mm'
biafs’d humour in others. See here an exa i
what I {ay, whereof I have been witnefs m

A’young man travelling in the province of Xmﬁy
where I chanced to be, found a purfe upon the road,
of sbout ten or twelve crowns s 5 he had the hons :

to inquire after the perfon to whom it belong -Tﬁ' o
he might reftoreit. This was look’d upon as &t hit
roical action by the Chinefe ; now the ManGas
the place would not let-iim de.it without a g6
pence; he made an encomium of it himfell :
difcourfe that was pnnted in a large charater, and
affixed upon the palace ga

But God Almighty, to whom even natural virtues |
are acceptable, was infinitely more gracious to this
young man; for, proceeding on his jowrney, a perfon
unknown to him accofted him, and faid, how came
it to pafs that you reftored the money fo gencroufly ?

Do 'not you know that it is none but the chriftians
duty to do fuch things as thefe? And know, that, in
the ftate wherein you are, all your moral a&ions will
not hinder you from being dammed ; believe me, you
will do well to go to the father of the chriftians, and
embrace their religion, without which. all your up-
rightnefs and natural equity will ftand you in no
ftead after death. -

Heimmediately obeyed, and retuga’d Lack e’ ﬁnd
m;lt; he;ﬁtedtomc, with abusfanes of mod
Icity, t had happen’d to md-ﬂ vand
anon hetywmld be fnymgwheﬁ}ht m&gt: b \

And what would youhave me do? l#ﬂ&:ﬂﬁj
with fo much the more eafinefs, becs, .




_ nm:ﬁ: in a word, he wasendued with (o
innogence and candor, that I was much ta.ken

3 1o that when I found him well dif]
to the baptifing of him¢ and put mln
" j# his good inclinations for the future,
The devil, who underftands the blind fide of the
Chigefe as to matter of intereft, hath infpired the
idolaters with a maxim that always retains them in
their errors. The people fancy that one is chriftian
enough if he be poor, and that chuﬁiansy was the
religion of beggarly fellows ; {o that if there happen
any misfortune in a family, if there chance to be a
ghriftianin it, all others prefently lay the blame upon
,mmm, angd load him with their imprecations. One can-
not, without a ftrong faith, refift this perfecution, and
when onepropofes to'an idolater n‘}t)repoﬂ'efh'd with this
falfe idea, to embrace the chriftian religion, inward
grace muft be exceeding ftrong to oblige him to fa-
+crifice his fortune, and to forfake, as he imagines,

all his temporal interets.

This very reafon fways almoft with all the Man-
darines, who venture all as {oon as they think of be-
coming chriftians. Father Adam’s fall, that drew
along with it fo many illuftrious families in the late

ecution, makes their hair ftill ftand an end. They
now that the religion of the Europeans is not ap-
proved of by the laws, and withal, that they may
d@!‘we all fuch as embrace it of their lives and for-
unes. What protedtion foever the emperor may
t to the mhiflionaries, he may hereafter revoke it,
emay die ; and the parliament watch all opportuni-
w'lf ble to reot out chriftianity ; fo that thc
lofing th;iﬁe]tof}ll nm t;ﬂf thisworld d
. e of et effings, whic
wHcigitkevalue, nor know the wwﬁofthq
no¥ if & Mandarine, who has any work of
pon his heare, wave all thefe confiderations, -




ow the Gofpel is pro, -
notable obftacle to his perfeverance, fHll moy# 1.
cult to furmount than the former ; fincegthe pinfiop
of the officers are not capable to fupply the @zl 1
pences of their family, they have no other Jun

to maintain it befides injuftice. Y, '

The minifters of ftate, and chief prefidents of In
vereign courts of judicature of Pckm, do undechind
exa® confiderable fums from the viceroys ; and thefe
latter, to make it good, have recourfe to the prin
cipal Mafdarines of the province, who again Iy «
tax upon the fubaltern officers: none dare prefime
to difpenfe with it, without running into the dafiper
of bemg quite undone infomuch that every ane of
them, that he may maintain his poft, gipes altzay
getting money by hook or by crook.

This miniftry of mjuﬁxce, which theambition aof
the grandees, and avarice of fome of inferior nink,
have introduced into the empire fince the Jaft rcvo.
lution, gives a mortal blow to the cﬂableh;nenr af
our moft holy faith upon a folid foundationy becaufc
a chriftian Mandarine ceafes to be a oo&thniw:.
if he fleeces and robs, orelfe he Cca{'es to ti\‘lnn
darine if he do not cheat.

However, we meet with a great many ¢f them,
whom providence preferves, who have no# i}owcd
the knee to Baal. We have feen in China, a8 itt the
primitive church, fome examples of this chuifii :
_ generofity, that count the goods of this wikidie

nothing, in hopes that the kingdom of heavis sl
one day be their inheritance. Durihg the tuse af
the perfecution there paft an hundred th'ln;@ e
nature, that might afford matter of edifi
being I fet down nothing but what T %
ihall content myfelf to relate a more g2t
which likewife much affected me>~ "
- Afervent chriftian, of the province of

P did at laft retire from the world, L



a) of his c{tatc in the fervice of God,
[pofe of the other in leading a peaceable and
if@ with his family. He had built a church
chuntry, whither I fometimesewent to admi-

< r;ients, and baptife the catechifts,
‘whom he took fpecial care to train up himfelf ; but,

his hpufe ftandirg in a place that was a great thorough—
fare, the troops, that are continually going and
coming in China, laid all his grounds wafte, not
daring to do the leaft damage to thofe of his neigh-
bour idolaters ; and this is the reafon that induced
them to deal with him at this rate,

Thhe Chinefe are wont publickly to belch out curfes
gga.mﬁ thofe thatdo them wrong, efpecially, if they
cannot be revenged of them other ways. If a man
hath been robb’d in his houf'e, and one cannot dif-
cover thé robber, every morning and evening, for
feveral days together, the family’s bufinefs is to curfe
Jhim 3 the father, mother, children, and the fervants
take it by turns, and relieve one another in this exer-
cife, and wifh him all mifchief imaginable ; they
have (if I may fo exprefs it) Formula’s of foul lan-
guage, and dire expreffions, which they repeat an
hundred times, bawling as loud as poffibly they are
able, at the gate, or upon the houfe-top; and they
imagine that the robber will come to fome harm by
them, wherever he be, ‘till fuch time as he hath
made amends for the wrong.

Notwithftanding, there 1s not one of an hundred
of thefe robbers, that give any heed to this tedious

noife ; yet, fome there be that are frighted at it,
~and this fear prevents abundance of violence. Chri-
Riauts, who lave their enemies, and wifh well to thofe
Mo il hg them, are far, from curfing them; fo
A It I told you of, fearing the curfes
eftiles, {pared their goods; and, fearing no-

in the wrath of this zealous chnﬂ:lan, they
&1 his- houfe, ﬂ:ole his fruit, cut down® his

corn,




418 How the Gofpel 7s propojat:
‘torn, and pluck’d up his trees ; fo yolt 1t
ordmsrv patience drew upon him a
which otherwife would have equa.l
others,
His friends, more concern’d He=k'es
himfelf, often laugh’d at his infenfi blent
proach’d him pretty much in the farie

]ob’s friends dlé) him on a fuch like oc h, he'|h1jg
him, that all his blefling of God would not fecure
him from lofing his eftate, and probably fiot from
ﬂ:arvmg 5 Benedic Deo & morere, Blefs God and die.

They were always telling him, that it wasa I’cra.nﬁi

thing, that, for the bare obfervance of his religion,

would fee "himfelf reduc’d to the utihoft éktremity.” )
If fo be, fay they, yowsere afraid yourfelf to utter
curfes againft thofe es, fend one of your fervants
todo it for you, or elfe let out your eftate to Gentiles,

who will not be troubled with thefe ridiculous

feruples.
This man aboundm in a lively faith, and
that godly fimplicity fo confo rmable to the gofpel,
made anfwer, That all he had was at God’s difpofal,
that he would preferveit; and that, upon the whole,
he had father receive hurt than do any, He told
me one day, my children take it very ill, that I
leave my houfe and goods, at fixes and fevens, mbe
plunder'd at this rate.  You know I have my paﬂt-
cular reafous to do thus, but they have none at all
complain, fince the goods do not belong to them ;
they have wherewithal to live, wltbout
holding to any body, upon what I haye#ifervel £

myfelf ; but altho’ they fhould be in want, "yt 3 '

rather, when I come to die, leave examplas of

{

tue for their pomon, that eontribute to' ---_:;;!“ B 4

their fouls, than riches, that may mak
them.

Thefe {entiments, moft reverend father, &
matter of joy, that I am not able to exp




&u IMELITICS chH' " my
P! more faith than that in ljrael ? No, O
ord, « 1 Rave Joft nothing by leaving France, fince
#nd fome faints here ; thy Spirit bath indced filled all
ihe ‘Wt profound fcience of falvation,
‘,-.tﬁa,t we in urope have enjoy’d for fo many ages,
ins at length to be fpread abroad to the extremi-
ties of the world, by the ftupendous efficacy of
thy ho& word, L
Neverthelefs, becaufe his children were very urgent
with me, to find out fome way or other to remedy
this diforder, and that indeed it was convenient to
| ent the Gentiles nualice from prevailing over the
_‘ hriftians patience; I permitted them, on fuch occa-
fions as thefe, to make ufe of ghreatenings inftead of
curﬁng 3 and to tell them, I with you no harms
yea, and I forgive that you have done me; but
¥ God, who pleads my caufe, knows how to punifh,
tho’ 1 do not pretend to do it 3 the time will come,
when you fhall be {mitten with all the anathema’s
that your unjuft violence deferves, and that curfe, he
fends on you at prefent, will bz to you the fource of
all the miferics which his law forbids me to wifth to
you : this expedient took effe&t, and the chriftians,
growing eloquent for their own intereft, did fo lively
reprefent the j ent of God, that the idolaters
durft no longer e them.
“The fecond obftacle in my way, in converting the

(ﬁg_ proceeded from the multitude of wives
the laws of that country permit them ; that

refpet of the perfons of quality only, who,
s their own wives, take as many concubines as
able to maintain; for, as te the ordi
shey have not wealth enough to allow this ex-
MThe Mardurmeg are by their condition de-
orty all other divertifements, they are it-
only to eat now and thea with their fri and
ka aplay ; gaming, taking the air, huntihg,
/ ‘ Priyate

-w-
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private vifits, publick affemblies woui = |
upon in them as crimes of ftate; foth » © }'
no further than their houfe to find wh -+ =

fupply the wafit of thofe pleafures whii | —

abridge them of. =3 .
Here and there one of them applies

ftudy, as the fureft means to advance hin: =

Frcateft part of the Mandarines compofe, = "= o

eraglio, wherein they {pend all the time «or “iay

can fteal ffom their affairs. One may judj« . “ 8,

how little they are inclined to deprive 1.
of delights, to be fatisfied with one wife, *
nay, and many times antipathy, have b
too much difgufted them. "

It is true, thofe, whogse converted, are -~ 1
to take one of their concubines to wife, © |
lawful fpoufe hath not a mind to turn chrifh .« . sy
the laws prohibit them todo fo: and nC . Wi
cannot divorce his wife, except in fome
particular cafes authorized by cuftom : morv. ¢, (o
relations of her, whom her husband fhould jvo oy
repudiated, would certainly be revenged -«
nay, and would force him by law to take
fo that, when we propofe to the Manda « i
other difficulties of our religion, they difpe . '
confider how to conquer them ;* they: do ne « % .,
to do violence upon their inclinations ; but . "
point difcourages them at firft dath, and deprivesthes |
of all thoughts of being converted. I ﬁw:?';: 3
a notable example of what I fay. o

I was going one day from one village toangtier.
in pretty bad weather, and, making hafte to gee facre.
in time, Iheard an horfeman behind, who ga!ioes
up to me; he was a man of between fifty an' &
fcore, well mounted, and agended by famg it
as foon as he had overtaken me, he told mi
great efteem, he had for the chriffian religi

L]
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him fome thoughts of getting himfelf fully g g/
2
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& | theirin, and that nothirig could ever bé ableto divert
X him frord this refolution, becaufe he perceived in his
» smind 2 wonderful defire to embracg it. This ardency,
aith I, fir, vgthout all doubt comes from God;
yo fl do not infpire fuch like fentiments
~into you ; for my part,. I am ready to affift you; I
hope, op your part, you will be perfuaded to follow
the vo&' hat calls you. We were afoot in the mid-
dle of a great highway, and, taking him afide a little,
I began to inftruét him: every thing appeared ra-
tional to him; and, after having run over all the
(ﬂoﬁ;w that are moft difficult, I advifed him to
‘follow me into the church, whither it was my duty
to ga, When I call’d to mind that I had forgot the ma-
terial point; I fuppofe, figerdded I, that you haveno
concubi or, at leaft, you are refolved to fend them
king; for, without doubt, you are not ignorant,
. that itis not allowed chriftians to marry feveral wives,
' 'The religion which I preach, and JefusChrift taught,
applies itfelf principally to wean ourhearts from fenfual
pleafures, nay, and doth even fometimes exhort us,
to deprive ourfelves of thofe which reafon permits,
How! faith he, ftartled at this, am I oblig’d (if I
have any thoughts of being a chriftian) to turn off my
concubines? Ah! what hurt is there in keeping them?
‘What will people fay of me in the world ? What will
become of my children? . And what will become of
myfelf? But, is that really an article which cannot be
i d with? [endeavour’d to pacify him, and
make him apprehend that he labour’d under a miftake,
£ to overcome the didicultics of his converfion, he re-
e hoily upon his own natural ftrength,and prefent
Ml%ation : (E:gd, faid I, who knows our corrupt na-
turdlehath fecret sgthods whereby to affift us, that
do ot at firlt fo mhch as dm nfl'1 3 ;ndeavour
* only to keep alive that good will he hath granted
" m e Wi raccompli!h tge reft, you will find your-

d inmfpe&of-rhi»éas of all otherthiﬁ.
€ - ic
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He liftened to me a good ‘while without 1
a word, but at length his|leave of fne G the J
{'udden, and makjng a low bow, he mounts. ]ﬁ
.on horfe-back, puts fpurs to his horfe. and fur
fpeed towards g‘lue place from whw ['*
quickly loft fight of him, but methought T 4l Gow
him, fo lively was his countenance Woﬁ_
1mpnntcd upon my fpirit; and Iam fii
confolate fqr lofing a foul in aninftant, whith the

g

grace of our Lord Jefus Chrift had bcmfa“h
preparing for me.

But now, in refpe® of womens convc%
much more difficult. A concubine, for examp qes
knowledged the verity of religion, and theas =
blenefs of her ftate an dition 3 fhe had &
defire to come out of it, and receive bapuf T S
told her, that the firft ftep that faith 'd o
was to live feparately from her pretended higuk
and to forfake her fins, fo far fhe confents
fhe defires it with all her heart ; but to obfere
fhe reprefents to herfelf: I belong to a Ma#
who bought me, if I go out of his doors k& far
right to claim me, and take me again, a8 jflis
punifhment upon me as his flave. If by good st
1 avoid his purfuit, whither can I retire to bg
fecurity ? My kindred, who fold me, darem
bour me, and I fhall mﬁllhbly fall into the i
another perfon, ‘who will engage me in the
I feck toavoid 3 I'inuft therefore remain in/the Boy
where I am ; buthow fhall I be able to relilt &
tith fellow, who only confults his paffion, 7l
by the laws and example of the whole emjpi
to no purpofe to lay before him the holinefs
ftianity that I defire to Cmbm%ﬂi y intreatiss =f
yea, my refiftance, and all the efforts that 4t 1_
can make, are not able to hinder him ; evarthieh:
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{ it To falls out fometimes, that an idolater, taking
diftafte 4t fome extravagant caprichio of his chriftian
mfe “does wrongfully accufe her, and obtains leave,
tht force of money, todell her to another; yca,
5 To thout any legal procefs of juftice, he
f&]ls her, and retires into another province 3 this wo-
man ts into the hinds of another man ; how can
fhc avoi fin, receive the facraments; and perfevere
in the ﬁlth? In truth, the miflionarigs arc.at their
wit’s énd, having at that time no other courle to take,
but'to go to prayer, that God, who fincerely defires
The falvation of all men, “ould pleafe to make ufe
i/ of thofe fecret means, that his almighty power is wont
to produce, when his ordinary providence, and the
efforts of our good defire®®prove ineffectual,
- 'We have, moft reverend father, fo much the more
v to hope for thefe diftinguifhing favours from
. m fuch like occafionss becaufe he often grants
even then when we do not judge them abfo-
Tuts neceﬂ'ary It 1s true, miracles are not fo com-
fnon in Chma, as the ftate of that empire would feem
to require : The emperor, to whom we have re-
lated thofe which God hath been pleafed to work in
other nations, does fometimes reprove us for it. -Are
we, faith he; in a worfe condition than the Barbari-
ans, that have fo frequently feen their fick healed,
and their dead raifed to life? What have we done
to God, that he renders our converfion fo difficult ?

You come from the utmoft ends of the earth, to
preach up a new law to us, contrary to nature, ele-
> above reafon : Is it juft, that we (hould take
? word for ;_tP Do fome miracles that may. war-
: the truth of your religiony and I'll pafs my word
\] fincerity ofoay glo Pa& y

frequently told “him, that God was the

+ mafter and giver of theicﬁz;, and that he diftri-

~L -butggathem aceordin the decrees of his-ettroal
; that it is out uf' our {phere to fathom their
Ee% dspth;
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- depth ; that fometimes he did not WO ele prb. Y
digies in kings courts, becaufe he forefuw the ill e
they were likely to make of them ; formefimes -
caufe giving tgembette:;h parts and {?.bi]ities, and morci.
etratton than to others, thele inary oraces ,
E:cpre fufficient for them ; whereas the%ar,
and the rude, unciviliz’d nations, ftood in e:‘x{"'dr
the fenfible marks of his almightinefs, for she
eafy difcovering of the truth; Yea, and it
than probabke alfo, that carnal prudence, wiiiehi is at
fuch enmity with the Spirit of the bleffed Jefus, the
foftnefs, ambition, and luxury of great perfons
draw upon them this terrible chaftifement, and thN
* God in his juft judgment refufeth miracles to ns Y.
who do themfelves refufg to fubmit to the moft nlain
and ordinary laws of nature. L
But, my lord (have fome replied) the char
that great number of miffionaries, who jou Sy
forfake Europe, where their quality, eftates, andSgés -
fcience ought naturally to detain them ; who ¥
verfe a thoufand dangers, to come hither to (L xifi
themfelves to the happinefs of your people; and
with fo unbiafizd and conftant zeal, fir: Is not there
fomething of a prodigy init? And fhould it not be
as powerful to perfuade you as miracles? If they. be
fuch knowing, learned men as your majefty allows
them to be, how do they abufe themfelves? And if
they be wife, as you feem to think them, why do
they abandon all the pleafures of this world, to come
fo far to deceive others, and all to “no pu 7
After all the refle@ions they have made this b 3
years upon the different religions of China, therg
not one of them, who hath not judg’d then
wholly contrary to reafon; but, during fo many
that we have examined the ch=itidi religion
not obferved amongft us one wife man, af
morals, that hath fufpeéted it of falthood, '
anfwhrs do ufually put him to a ftand, a® )

" [




N “¢he New Chriftians in China. 421
him to make certain refledions that do not a little
difturb m.
. In_fhort, moft reverend father, if miracles be
e Wanting at Pekin, the bufinefs is otherwife in the
1 o eral are there wrought, and thofe of
I father Faber are fo generally known, that it is fome-
w ifficult not to believe them; notthat I go
bout . tos juftify all that is related of thofe, nor of a
many more prodigies, which they relate on
imall grounds: but, you'll give me leave not to
doubt of thofe whereof I myfelf have been witnefls s
é:d Eeﬂdventure, moft reverend father, you rely fo
~‘much upon my fincerity, as to be inclined to beleve
them fikewife upon my teftimony.
In a village in the proW¥ince of Xenfi, near the
L /:_:ity of San-uyen, there lived an idolater, devout in
" his way, and extremely addicted to thefe fuperftitions:
. at the time of full moon, he burnt commonly, in ho-
nour of his gods, gilded, or filver'd papers, wrapp’d
up in different figures, according to the cuftom of
the country. One day, preparing to offer this kind
of facrifice before his gate, there arofe a ftorm that
forc’d him to retire into his houfe, wherg he lighted
the faid papers in the middle of a hall, without tak-
ing any farther care 3 but the wind, blowing open the
gate, drove them up and down every where, and
they had not time to prevent one part from flying
into a ftack of ftraw, which fet fire on the houfe,
People cae running, but the conflagration became
fo furious, in a2 moment, that it was impofiible to ex-
wguifh it. The houfe, on one fide adjoining to the
ter’s, belong’d to a chriftian, and by this time
(half cncompaffgg with the flame driven furi-
the windl.to be in danger of being quick!
| quite totfumed. . This poor ey ettt mith
'+ vers others, got up&nthe houfe-top, and did his en-
" deavour, butall in , to defend himfelf front the
\ ion; when his brother very confidently
T E% 3 Tame

- .
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came as near the fire ds he durft poffibly, fell o0 ™|

his knees upon the tiles, and looking up to heaven, -
faid, O Lord, for/ake not thofe that put their trufd in thee; j
all that thou baft befowed upon us is beres, if we fgiq’(,d
the whole-familyis reduced to ihe utimeft egtremity . pre-
Jerve it, O my Gody and I promife bdar‘!ﬂi, T |
will offemble all the chrifiians in the nerghbourbnd o%d ~—
we wrll go to church together, to demonfirate myptFhom-
ledgment of the fame. Thereupon, he loofed £ fmallne- -
lique from hic chaplet, and threw it into the miidhe of
the flames, that by this time cover’d part of the houfe,
This aétion, perform’d with fuch a fprightly ain,
did equally attra& the attention of chriftihs and
idolaters, who, mightily aftonithed at theircompa-*
nion’s confidence, expected the event of the bufinelss
when Heaven, "all on a fudden, declar’d itfelf w 2
‘moft miraculous manner: the wind, blowing viulmtfy,\
forthwith flacken’d, and a contrary wind, fison
than that arifing at the fame time, drove the viglent .

ftreams of +he flames to the oppofite fide, :E tha

.
'

houfe of a wicked falfe-hearted chriftian, that had
lately abjured : it was confumed in a momient, be-'
coming an example of divine vengeance, a8 rhe
houfe, that Heaven preferved, was an evidart‘#kcrl
of his proteétion. . b

1 was at that time fix miles from the village. "Tie
true, my urgent bufinefs hindered me from heing
myfelf upon the fpot ;3 but I fent very credible per.
fons thither, to be inform’d about it. The
firlt of all, bore witnefs to the truth ; and, fome wlale
after, the chriftians thereabouts, mndu&?-h'

n

who was lately heard in his prayer, a an ey
church to fuifil his vow ; where, wi .one,-
they eccho’d forth the praifes of the great Gogly, Wgis
along is able to caufe his vpisesto be heard 'h
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"+ Some months after, there h'appencd a thing no lefs

furprifing, the confequences whercof were very be-

negtjz?al f religion : an idolater, of an indifferent for-

% tune, felt himfelf affaulted with an unknown dif~

tempars it gras fo catching, that his mother and

¥’ wif'eEmFd{it likewife : tvgo or three times a week

" “hre~fell into fainting fits, which, at the beginning,

look’d¥ike {fwooning, and then turn’d again into cruel

~ head-achy, pains in the ftomach and bowels ; fome-

times they found themfelves extremely agitated, as

if they’d had a fever; they loft the ufeof their

aeafon, their eyes rolled in their heads, and men

ed by feveral other unufual poftures, that the
had a hand in the matter,

They were the more pgrfiiaded to it, becaufe they
often found their houfe all put out of order, the
chairs, tables, and earthen veffels overthrown, not
knowing on whom to lay the fault. The phyficians,

- whofe intereft it was to pafs judgmcn®, that nature
on the one hand, and the malice of the people of the
family on the other, were the caufe of thefe feveral
actions, made ufe of all their medicines to cure
them. * The Bonzes, on the contrary, affured them,
that the devil was the author of the mifchief, and
demanded unreafonable alms to ftop its courfe. "So
that the good people, abufed on every hand, had
thrown away all therr eftate, in four years time, up-
on the covetoufnels of thefe impoftors, without
finding any bencfit: however, feeing the diftemper
afforded them fome intervals, they fought up and
down in the cities thereabouts, for new remedics for

“ti.eir griefs,
- Sﬁ day, this Idolater going for this purpofe to
e - chief Z'ity, he found ag chr%ﬁian uponptuh?road,
! towiom he told~}7 condition, and how miferabl
hewas handled. No queftion, faith the chriftian,
' butit's the devil that torments you: but you well de-
+ Ferveit; why do you ferve o bad a mafter! We farno
'- Ee¢4 . fuch

jad
fiew



fuch thiﬂ.g; becaufe we acknowlgdgcm G&i‘ Whm.‘-{'
the devils adore;; yea, they tremble before hgs g ;

and the crofs only, that we wear about
him from coming, near us. If you will
picture of Jefus Chrift, and you and gl Sl
will honour it, it will not be long
the effe@s of it : however it is foon tried, it fie 1| calt
you nothing, and you may judge by thgifiehat I
have no other aim but your benefit.

Theidolater confented toit, and, hangi ) theJio-s i

hinclers

ly image in the moft honousable plau: of the houfs,
he proftrated himfelf before it with profound rri‘Jm.,,
and begged every day, morning and evening. of ou
Saviour, that he would vouchfafe to heal his oy,
and inlighten his mind. His mother and fughes
followed his example; T8, from that very momeng,
the cemons abandoned the place, of whx‘ Jein
Chrift had taken pofieffion. W\‘
Thefe good people growing ftronger andkﬂlm X
in faith, as the evil fpirit gave ground, beganat g
to think of bemg converted in good earneft;  They
game to iiquire for me at Sigan, the ufual plice Gf
my refidence, and demanded baptifm of rm
had already got themfelves inftructed ;
moreover got dll the prayers by heart that
the late catechumens : but, their diftemper giking &
reat noife in the country, 1 was willing every hody
ﬁaould be witnefles of this converfion, and {c
the village myfelf, hoping this miracle
chriftianity therein, upon afolid bafis.
Jult upon my appearing, all the mhabl
lowed me to the place where the image was
wg then 1 begun to tell-them, that they w
E:g‘ ion the verity of our r::.h on, God having

{poken by a manifeft miracle,but that I
them to aflemble, to mﬁm& and baptife
For, in a word, what do you defire more to be

yinced of the weak_nefs of you.r gods, and t.bu
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. ? thedemon laughs at you, fo long as you

oppofe him with nothing but idols; but he is not able

to hold i¢ out againft the image only of the chrif-

gians God. Do you imagine to efcgpe this God after

death, - whofe er hell owns, and whofe juftice

it expeiici=ed’ every moment.

_ multitud:ry interrupted me by a thoufand
ridiculds objeétions, which I eafily anfwered ; at
faft, fomebody told me, that the devil had no hand
in the malady in queftion ; that, how eytraordinary
foever it appeared, it might proceed from feveral na-
tyral caufes: That is, faid I, the moft rational thing
you can fay, but yet does no way extenuate the
greatnefs of the miracles. Let the malady come from
the de¥il, or from nature, I will not examine that 4
but it is certain at leaft, Mt the cure comes from
prod, whofe image this man hath worfhipped ; and
there is no lefs power requifite to cure natural dif-
tempers, than to drive out evil {pirits. This reafon
fhould have made an impreflion on all minds 4
but grace, that acted differently in the hearts, gave
place in fome to voluntary obduratenefs, whilft it
triumphed over the obftinacy of others. Twenty-
five perfons at laft gave glory to God, who alone
worketh great marvels 3 Qui facit mirabilia magna
Jolus 5 and were fhortly after baptifed.

Thefe hauntings and infeftations of demons are
very ordinary in China amongft the idolaters ;and it
looks as if God permitted it {o to be, to oblige them )
to have recoyrfe to him. Some time after this acci-
dent that I but juft now related, a maid, juft upon
her nmr;ﬁ_ge, was attacked with a comphcation of
Afevoml difeafes, which the phyficians knew not what
o Ly ro, and which the Chinefe are wont to afcribe
to thedemons, Her mother perfuaded her to turn
¢hiiltian, and he, that was to marry her, promifed to
buill & church to the God of the chriftians, in cafe
\apiim gave her any relief ; as foon as eves this

maid

) ' :
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A
maid had taken this courfe, fhe found hesfiifa ¥
only relieved, but perfectly cared. \ "

But her hufband was fo far from following bes e
ample, that he mifufed her feveral times for huvindy
obliged . him to renounce his faith 3 for theBa:ts
perfuaded him, that this ficknefs was-ee T pece of
artifice in  his mother in-law ; and this fancy ehaie
put him into fuch a fit of melancholy, that"he was
mfupportable to the whole family, but efpeciully o
his wife, who, from that very inftant, became un
obje&t of his averfion, It wasin vain to reprefent
to him his own miftake, and the malice of the Bon-
zes, for he always protefted, that, if fhe would not
take up her old religion again, he would lead her an
ill life all her days.

God, to undeceive i, fuffered the demon to tor-
ment his wife as before ; fo fhe relapfed into her fo
mer convulfions: fhe was more efpeciaily fcared at
the fight of a great company of fpeétres, that let her -
not have an hour’s reft. Thus toffed up and down,
abandon’d to her hufband’s inhumanity, that beat her
cruelly, fhe in all appearance led a very uncomfort-
able lifes yet, remaining immovable in her faith,
God always upheld her, and temper’d and allay’d, by
the inward f{weetnefs of his grace, the bitternefs of
thefe afflictions 3 he comforted her likewife by fen.
fible vifitations, by his word, and by the unfpeak-
able cogitations that he from time to time infufed into
her foul : infomuch, that this condition, that gained
her the compaffion of all that knew her, was to her |
a foretafte of paradife. She exprefs’d herfelf much-
what to this purpofe to her mother, who gelated it
to me with tears in her eyes ; for her hufband could
not eng;l{;e that I ﬂwﬁid fee her. . .

At firft, 1 gave little credit to this difco
at length I w%sa apt to belicve there was urft,yet
mnrural in it ; for one day, coming to'a city |
diftant from the chicf city, where I fojourned, about °



miles, there I found.this woman
a great company of chriftians of the neighbour.
towns, which fhe had taken care to get together,
confident that I would come at the very mi-
fgute that fhe had fix’d in her mind, and it fell out
uc"drﬂ!p_‘& much furprifed me to fee her there,
Ae no defign to come thither ; and it was only
bye that fomebody had, about five or fix hours
before, made me refolve to come thither, {o that
nobody could give her notice of this my, refolution,
I took herin private, to learn of her how fhe came
to know this ; fhe told me, that her daughter, after
a Violent affault of a demon, had been vihgted by our
blefled Lord; that, when this extafy was over, fhe
advifed*her to acquaint the chriftians, and bring them
to this village, for without ¥ peradventure I would
me thither on fuch a day : In fine, added fhe, not
V&ng able to come thither myfelf, and feeing my
. fins render me unworthy to partake of thofe lsacred
myfteries, pray defire the father to offer up the haly
facrifice of the mafs for me, and the converfion of m
hufband. This poor mother, relating to me this ac-
accident, wept bitterly for the prefent ftate of her
daughter ; neverthelefs, the accomplithment of this
prophecy comforted and built her up in her moft
holy fath. 1 cannot tell what happened fince that
time, for the neceflity of my affairs obliged me ta
leave that province.

The extraordinary things that I have feen, the
zeal of the chriftians, and the inclination of idols-
ters to be converted, infpired me with an affectionate
zeal for their falvation, and I heartily with to beftow
the remiinder of my life upon the cultivating this

ious portion of our Lord's inheritance ; but

. mpawr reafous, which I am bound to obey,
foatch me from it fore againft my will; at this
fepj'uﬁon, I was more fenfible than ever of my Jofs,

3 SR
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Thefe good people, fo affectionate to their pii i,
were almoft ready to offer violence to me ; buty'ue F
derftanding that they could not detain fne s%ithous
oppofing the will of God, tm abandon’d thendelods
to forrow, and gave fuch abundantygar ‘theis,
affection, that I myfelf never fhed more reatapd big
tér tears : they waited for me upon the high#® i
crowds, where they had {{‘pfea.d tables from_(pace to:
fpace, covered with all forts of fruits st confees
tionaries. ¥ was fometimes neceffary to rgake 2 ftop,
not to eat, but to hear their complaints, and te com-
fort them, for leaving them as fbeep without a foepberd.
They made me promife them to return as foon as
pofiible, or to fend them fomebody in my place.
Thus I took my leayg, of thefe fervent chriftians,
melted with their tears, but much more edified with
their faith and the innocence of their lives. \-,

God, who knows the violence I committed upon
myfelf, comforted me by an eminent converfion he
vouchfafed to work at the fartheft limits and laft vil-
Jage of this province. Thereis fomething in it fo fig-
nal that I cannot forbear relating it.

I departed from Sigan the metropolis of this pro-
vince upon the eve of a confiderable feftival of our
Lady, which I was naturally engaged to fpend in
that church, where the multitude, and devotion of
believers invited me to fay mafs that day,and to admi.
nifter the facraments to them, being the lafttime I was
likely to do it ; yea, and the publick edification did
even feem to require it of me, every dnein general
defired T would ; and, I don’tknow how contrary to
reafon, 1 was very obftinate and refolute nut to di
lay my journey a minute ; but the truth is, THlt -
wardly I know not what internal motion that weuld
not give me leave to ﬁa}y.m}' longer ; nay, more
than that, in fpite of the fuperftition of the Chinide,
who obferve lucky and unlucky days to begin joui: \
nies, *§ made my idolater guides to depart on & day

{ il |
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“mafiid in the kalendar for an unfortunate one, They
v fgnfed at this precipitation ; yea, and 1 my-
A

_ eéfing afterwards upon it, could not choofe
A demn it, not underftanding tfen by what {pi-
&gt wasinfluegeed and impulfed, but God let me pre-

fly underftand it. On the fourth day after my des
pattires] continued my journey, and I was juft upon
my-arrival in the very fartheft city of the provinee of
‘Xenfi, when a man that rid poft, paffing juft by me,
fell to the ground, and by his fall was like to have
turned me over on the other fide: this accident
ftopped me a little, and afforded time to the fravel-
ler, who was got up again, to take a view of me.

Notwathftanding the multitude of paffengers was
great, yet, my long beard asge European mien made

prcﬁmtly{ac known to be a miffionary: I am
, %€y fortunate, fays the man immediately, to meet
with you ; that accdent, that happened to me, {pares
me the labour of a long journey, and will engage
you to a good deed. My mafter, who lives not
above halfg a league from hence, ordered me to ride
poft to Sigan, to engage you to come to him ; he
hath been indifpofed thefe feveral months, and we
are apt to believe that he ferioufly thinks of being
converted. I quickly left the highway to follow
him, and we reached the houfe at one o’ clock in the
afternoon.
He was a dotor of high renown by his extracs
don and underftanding, living formerly at Pekin,
but banifhed {dme years before into Xenfi, for I know
not what bad bufinefs ; the time of his banifhment
‘expired, and he was reflolved to return to court, as
*foon as his health fhould permit him to take his jour-

ney, for he did not look upon his diftemper to be
| dangerous : the fever had left him, and befides a
' cough that troubled him now and then, and made
)Ilm.ﬁlﬂke:p his bed, he perceived no confidergble
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His fervant being juft d » when he ffu‘r\’!'h-'-'
come into his houfe, he wis feized with aftor o
as if God had tranfported me into his houf 12
ment: Is it pdﬂ?blc, cries he, all 1n tears, that ey,
fhould work wonders for fuch a wreteh as T'ag: 2 ot
hath follicited me thefe many' years to gotg_rir
without receiving any thing from my hatineis 31"
heart 5 ’tis but a moment fince I begged of Tuin to,
come to me in the perfon of one of his ‘minifters, he
not'onlyhears me, butdoes even anticipate my defires,
This is fomewhat beyond the power of nature, and
this favour does the bufinefs of my change, You
know by that, father, that this great God is con-
cerned in my falvation, and that it is his pleffure that
you fhould contribut®>mething to further it. Then
proceeding, You fee, faith he, my wife, children, #nd
daughter, they have been all chriftians a long time=
ago; and I can fay, that God hath made ufe of me
as an inftrument to undeceive them of theirerrors. 1
have given them your books, I have explained “the
maxims and morality of it to them, for the fanétity,
which your religion infpires, perfuaded me I fhould
have a wellordered family, as foon as it fhould be a
chriftian family. I was not miftaken, and my confti-
ence would not have given me the lye, had I fol-
lowed their examplc; butI have a long time la-
boured to procure their welfare, and could never find
m my heart to confult my own: now it is high time
to follow that way I have fhewed to others. The
court, whither'T am going, is not a proper place for
converfion ; and I thought it was my daty, b i
is called to day,to feek God, for fear the hurry of the
world, wherein I am going to engage, fhould Jiinter
me from finding him hereafter. Y.
All his family, which came about us upon s,
wept for joy 5 but that; which affe®ed me muil, ,
thar fervency I faw expanded in the eyes,*tounie”
nance, and in all the motions of the ﬁd:—'zg_ﬁq. b
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; " Hag taken no refrefhment, and it was near two of the
“glock, and, 1 was defirous to defer his baptifm till
dinners but 1 found it impoffiple to obtain any
. I therefore began to ‘examine him, and he was
y ‘to anfwer to all ‘the articles of religion, that 1
at length 'to all his urgent intreaties. T bap-
and he accompanied the whole adion
with fuch ardént and lively meditatiofis of love, hu-
milil{:;ﬁith, and hope, that nothing in all my life
did evér fo much demonfirate to me what the holy
Spiritis able to doina heart, when it alone pleafes to
it to tafk, without the affiftance ofP its mi-
niftérs. Some while after I left him alone full of
confolation, 4and retired to a chamber to take ‘a little
e, of which I had exti®fhe need.
/But fearce had I been there half an hour, but I
“heard ‘great cries in all the family. They called for
e every where ; and, running upon the noife to the .
fick man’s chambeér, I found him expiring in the
embraceés of his wife and children. I endeavoured to
gut him in mind of the laft thoughts of baptifm ; he
il repeated with a languithing note the names of
Jefus and Mary 5 but yct he received the extreme
unction in'a manner infenfible, after which he calimly
gave up the ghoft. All thofe that were prefent cried,
O it was a miracle! and recolleéting what had hap-
pened at my departure, upon the road, and in the
r-'hougf'c, they did no longer queftion but that all that
had been. mapaged by an over-ruling providence,
thad made ufe of all thefe fecret methods, for
him a- bleffed exit.
. Atthat time'the Spirit of the Lord féized tpon all
Hhearts, nobody’ wept 5 the fpiritual joy was fo uni-
wverfal, that nothing was heard any where but blef-
;xifes, and thank(pivings, to that gracious
ut had ‘but now wrought fuch - ftupendious
Vin his “fervant.  ‘What ‘is' to be ‘moft ad-
is, that there was not obferved in ‘him ‘that
® 1 - deformity

%,
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deformity that death commonly mmm}g
but, on the contrary, I know not what ajs of |
nefs and devotion feemed difplay’d over hi um =
nance, and did Tufficiently intimate the biefid ¢, 3
of his foul. He was laid in ftate, acco
cuftom of that country, whers I found
day twenty hours after juft as he was; hishanis™
arms befides were as flexible as if he had s
a flumber, B, e
Thus God, by one of thofe many profaund fecret: |
of his predeftination, vouchfafes to-enlightes 4 ﬁ;m:
fometimes in the midft of the darknefs of idelatiy,
and fnatch it from the jaws of hell by a continual
feries of miracles ; whilt millions of others,
in the bofom of the Wiarch, are, by his Judg -
ment, given over to a reprobate mind. . %
Thc%:: are, moft reverend father, the moft extta
ordinary things that have happened to mie; during
" the {mall tinge that I have halzlpfcl?e care mthc mE
fion of Xenfi: If I mention not what paifed in 'the
other provinces of China, it is not becaufe God doth
not work fuch like miracles therein, but by reafon I
have no exact memorial of them, I was afraid, left,
relating upon hear-fay, I fhould be deficient in fome §
confiderable circumftances 3 and I had rather let
them be fet down in writing hereafter, by thofe whe
are better informed than myfelf.
This I can add over and above, to give you o
a more exact account of what good there hath hecs
done in the empire. There are above twp dsdecd
churches or private chapels, dedicated th et
God, and governed by certain ical fuperions <
Pekin, Nankim, and Macao have each i3
lar bifhop, by the nomination of the. fraene
king of Portugal, who, by his zeal and Jibesalirics,
continues to uphold chriftianity throughou
Eaft, which all his predeceffors have th
with {o much glory.

i
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 * Whecother provinces, when I departed, were under
. Mo juriidiction of three apoftolick vicars, * one

ﬁélzo‘ i® an Ttalian of the order of St. Francis, +

g) & o others are ecclefiafticks, Frenchmen by na-
g, , doftors of the Sorbonne, of fingular worth ;
" miflionaries, that labour under their order, are
T2 ‘Wil of different nations. There are four ecclefi-

ac's of the feminary of foreign miflions of Paris;
“Aimorpdt whom the abbot of Lionne is very eminent

for us zeal and application to the ftudy’ of langua-
es ; they reckon much about the fame number of
i?hers f St. Dominic, twelve or fifteen Francifcans,

and three or four of the order of St. Auguitin : all
thefe monks are Spaniards, and come into China by
Manil,e. -t
" The jefuits who founded this miffion, and who
.ty the extraordinary favours of his majefty the king
of Portugal, as well as of the emperor of China,
"have been in a capacity to make confiderable fettle-
ments, do maintain a great number of miffionaries
. there ; there were about forty of them at the time of
my departure. Since that time the fathers Grimaldi
and Spinola || brought feveral others thither. But
what fignify forty or thie:fcore labourers in fuch a
L"'w:ra.ft field ? May it pleafe the Mafter of the harveft
to hear the voice of thofe that labour therein, who,
" ning under the burthen and heat of the day, beg
ﬁ:i,:f: or, at leaft, may he pleafe to fhed abroad
‘abundantly upon us that firft {pirit of the gofpel,
whichy in oneapoftle alone, was fufficient heretofore
| to pshvert the greateft empires.
» Not but that the prefent ftate of the church doth
b ifford matter of confolation, to thofe who are con-
' cern’d for the glory of Jefus Chrift. They labour
‘with no fmall fuccefs; nay, there are but few miffio-
haries; that do not baptife every year three or four

 The reverend father 4 Lisniffa. Manf. Maigrot
Pﬂn?ﬁn = r' !i;:% Spinola di'cd*b'y'themy.
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hundred perfons 3 ififomuch, that in five orfis ot
they reckon above fifty thoufand idolaters conve 4
Befides that, they baptife every year four of &
thoufand childrep in the ftreets of Pekia,

they go to look for every morning from dog’ J
door, where we find them half perifh’d with & %
and hunger ; nay, fometimes half eatenup by dﬁ;..“'r
If they fhould do no more good but this, e it
naries would think themfelyes weil enough resarded.
for all the pains they take.

But that, which ought to animate us to'cultivate
this miffion better than all others, is the hope one
day to convert the emperor ; the change of whofe
religion would infallibly be followed by the intire con-
verfion of the whole pation ; fo that although we |
fhould wait for this %'f)py moment three or fo
ages, without any other profit than what we hope |
for, in time to come, we fhould be too happy in
preparing by our patience the way of the Lord in-
this new world, which perhaps will make better im-
provement of the faith, that our fucceffors fhall bring
to it, than Europe does at prefent of that our fore-
fathers intrufted 1t withal. '

In fhort, altho’ amongft the chriftians that are in
China, we can reckon no more princes and. miniftery
of ftate fince the laft perfecution of father Adam g
yet, for all that, we baptife every year Mandari-s,
doctors, and other perfons of quality ; yet it is snet
that the common people make up the greated! anm-"
ber: Non multi potentes, non multi nobiles. Apd 1t i
no news to own, that the poor have always becs the
ele& portion and precious inheritance of ]q{us'aiﬁk
m the church.

The main body of chrl-iﬂ;ims is in the province af
Nankim, and morg efpecially in the territory of Chai-
hai; but the faith is more lively in the provinces of
Quamtum, Pekin, Xenfi, and Xanfi. The 0
;?ﬁponionas many Tartarians as Chinefe ct
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#‘gu‘ more docile, and much eafier to be con-
w #ucted  yet in the time of temptation they have not
Slf (5 'mich courage. The Tartars, on the con-
N paturally of a brisk temper, do not ea-
' r ¢dtoop under the yoke of the gofpel; but thofe;
* & whom grace hath once triumphed, are endued
.« iggue that is proof againft the foreft perfecu-
tous, . As for women, which we fee more rarely,
| altho’ they be lefs inftru@ed than the men, yet their
| anocence, their conftant attendance at prayer, their
blnd fubmiffion to the precepts of faith, and the
| moft harth and fevere practices of chriftian piety,
do in fome meafure fupply their defe& of know-

ledge, as to the particulars of our myfteries.
t were to be wifh’d, tlm¢®the beauty and orna-
. t of our churches might anfwer the devout fer-
vour of chriftians: but, befides that the Chinefe
are no great architeéts, this novel chriftianity; {o fre-
quently fhaken by perfecutions, compofed for the
moft part of the lpoors‘:r fort of people, only tolerated
by the bye, and always forced to obferve a great many
wlio's, and keep within bounds, hath not yet
in a condition to rear magnificent temples. Ne-
ﬂ it is matter of aftonifhment, that the mif-
aries, with fuch a pitiful fund as theirs is, fhould

be able on this fcore to do fo much,

T he church of Pekin is very well built ; the fron-
éfpm::. the fones of which were laid by the miffio-

jes themfelves, is very proportionable and pleafing.

- in Kiamcheu, Chl;m?}(:ai. and ]ochgu, t.hEt
hiok the fathers have at Canton, and divers others
s as fine 4s our ordinary churches of Europe; but
e church of Hamcheu was fo very pretty and neat,
thnmnﬁuld not enough ndmi;:‘;t: you could fee
nnlpﬁ__ : ngs, pamtings, and curious flm
was w!?:;lﬂm'dwiththm; yea, and there was

great deal of and order in the whols,
Jelicate red and black varnifh, which the Chi-
Ffa » nefes
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nefe are fo expert at, to which they give & yariay
lar relief or embofiment, by the flowers of gold arnti '§'
other figures wherewith they enrich it, 31{{ xhr
the fineft effect in the world to compleat the whe "i'

But this goodly church, the produét of cheils
devotion, and of father Intorcetta’s zealdlts I |
reduc’d to afhes by a dreadful conflagratin, ¢ §
confum’d one quarter of the city ; and, in ali probs-
bility, wg fhalcf not be in a capacity a long tine td
perform any thin% like it. Neverthelefs i will be ¢
our comfort to fupport us after this lofs, if & fall }
pleafe our blefled Lord to deftroy, at the fame time,
that pack of idols which have overflow’d the whole
empire; and that he will vouchfafe to raife himfelf
living temples in th®hearts of the new believeres-s
where he may be worfhipped in {pirit and trush;
wherein, for want of ours, they may offer to l'uqu
the facrifice of praife and thankigiving.

I fhall not entertain you, moft reverend father,
concerning the tranfactions of the Indies, where the
revolution of a huge kingdom, the jealoufies of fome
Europeans, together with the continual thwartings
of hereticks, have broken all the meafu -
tian prudence oblig’d us to take for the c#lilc ot re-
ligion; fo that the moft part of the Freici miffis.
naries have been hitherto more confpicuois by E!)cﬁ
fufferings, than by their converfion of idolsters.

Some of them, after having lingered out Aevigt
years in the moft darkfome prifons, fearce hegs
fee the light, and are not yet in a conditiof’s s =4
exercife their functions with any freedomg Dt ap
driven from their fettlements, wander up and dov |

upon the moft tempeftuous oceans, ing oy,
of thet i)

»

L

with them the miferable remainders of th
miflions; and, that they may return to the recaon
parts of the world, they commit themfelves & b
time to the mercy of the waves and their & '

“
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© " Several buried in ﬂﬁpwrack.;, or worn out with
. ds, have glorioufly finfh’d their courfe; and, tho’
ther cgmpanions live flill, it is only to confume by
_+1c and little the facrifice of their lves, by theill ha-
‘. ~ uf Bady they have contracted by their firft labours.
- ‘&cm fee, moft reverend father, what fort of per-
.'*_; ey be I fpeak of, you know their names, you
urleitanl their worth, and, fince they were chofen
Ao diongft a great many other candidates for the
Il Iidies, you have been pleafed always to honour
them with a moft particular affection : and, may I
be bold to add, that you were not fatisfied with only
fending of them, you follow’d yourfelf in fome re-
{pe&, and became the fellow, or rather the head of
their apoftlefhip, fharing, Jike one of the moft zea-
tous miffionaries, in the fuccefs of their holy under-
t?é."kings, zealoufly lending an helping-hand to their
labours, delivering them from their chains by a pow-
- erful protection, or, at leaft, lightening the wcigE: by
confolatory letters, full of that lively hope that
r makes a man take delight in the moft rigid perfe-
cutions.
This courage, moft reverend father, which you
have infpir'd into us, does not only alleviate our fuf-
¥ ferings, but alfo affures us, that the ruins of this grand
edifice, that we have laid the firft ftone of to the
w stury of God, will one day ferve for a bafis to ano-
) ther work, yet more confiderable and folid than the
" firft 5 fo that neither the fhipwrack of * three of our
buried in the fea, nor the lofs of + three
¢ moge, who facrificed their livesaboard the veflel in
jm'wi;the fick, nor yet the death of a great many
Pgmor.e whom the fatigues of the miflion have fnatch’d
from us in the Indies, nor the prifons of Pegu, Siam,
Moluccas, Batavia, Rotterdam nor Middleburg,
Mwns and hereticks have tried our patience

| aby, Theonvil, Nivart. + Rochette, le Blane

’_.8'. .
LF? I' Ff.3 > by
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by turns: all that, I"ay, does not blunt the ed '\f
our courage, being fully perfuaded that Jefus Chps +
hath made ufe of the crofs to propagate and eftghfif 1
religion : fo the nfflionaries crofs is always to’ .N' |
foundation of their churches, and, as it werqtn P\
feed of new chriftians.

In the mean time, thefe firft labours have
altogether in vain ; we baptifed at Boudycher}f 1y
four hundred idolatrous children : the people of €
rnar.dcl havé been relieved, as were ofE of Ceyleny

l‘_gu »and Bengala. They labour’d with no fma! fire’

in divers provinces of the empire of the great |
Mogul and, above all, in the miflions of Madura.
Such m:ﬂ'lons, as in thern we {ce in our days tke ages
of the primitive churcls sevivid ; wherein believers,
wretchedly poor and deprivid of all the comforts of
life, feem to live only by their faith, hope, and cha-
nity 5 wherein the miflionaries, to comply with the
cuftoms of the country, and obtain the people’s fa- -
vour, fpend their lives in forefts and defarts, half na-
ked, fcorched by the fun-beams, and walk, for the
moft part, upon fcalding hot fands ; where upon chey
ways, full of briersand thorns, they take noother fifte
nance but a little rice, with fome infipid plants, dnd
no other beverege, but yellow muddy water fom
the ditches and marfhes.

There it is, ‘where a great number of our m
have fuffer’d, and do ftill daily fuffer imprifc i 4
chains, fcourgx , and all the torments that l*l!‘:&
wont to fuggeft, 'to the enemies of our mdiisoly |
faith. There father Brito, illuftrious by f‘f,
as alfo by the particular efteem wherewith L
fty of Portugal honoured him, but yet more,
more by his rare virtues, had the honour to pai ¥
his life in ‘the caufe of Jefus Chrift, where Fis e
thren, after his example, labour, by their fgin

ol;ta.m the fame favour from Hmm




moft reverend father, this portraiture will
the men of this world, not being ready to
fufferings the juft value they deferve,
ur the thing, that are of God; yet I know,
not abate the zeal of our fathers living in

= hee, who have fo many years afpi’d to toilfome
* eedisus employments.

1 ~f'!‘r.$1ﬁions, in refpect of them, have fo many
‘muore Wurements, as they appear to others more hi-
deous and frightful : if they expected tosfind in the
Indies only common croffes, whereunto providence
' makes every km?dum fubject, but wherewith Jefus

Chrift hath in a fpecial manner enrich’d chriftianity,
they would have been contented with their reclufe
religious way of living ; and, with the eminent virtues

ifed therein, they would never Ferhaps have had
~ the leaft thought of leaving their friends, relations,
and country. But they feck, elfewhere, what we
‘here want of the paflion of Jefus Chrift, according
to the apoftle’s counfel, and they are willing to fill up
* the whole extent, the breadth and depth of this di-
vine law, which carries them out, with St. Paul, to

as to be anathemifed, that their brethren may be
Bved.
Yet thefe are thofe apoftles, moft reverend father,
= m envy {fometimes, in France, paints out to us in
uch black colours, whom herefy, evermore oppofite
“"to true zeal, {o often accufeth of ambition, avarice,
impietyty and 4dolatry ; they are too happy in being
i % that all the fhots of calumny level at, pro-
ded they have none for their enemies, but the ene-
J';_«‘}mei-bf the church and truth ; and, without doubt,
the war, that fuch adverfaries declare againft them,
with fo much heat and animofity Herc in E

4

s - )
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dots no. w them, than that which they
themfelves declare againft paganifim in the Indies.
. : Ffg Never--

become viétims of the moft pure charity, even fo far -

al «
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Neverthelafs wh&t Ju{hcc foev'er vnfc o O
them in this point, yet it is moft true, that ﬂmt ey
not fuffice to juftify them before God, before wham
the very angels are impure ; after all the effores of ¢
zeal, we muft not only acknowledge in all Ju .}
that we are unprofitable fervants, but conﬁi ?o
wife, with thoughts full of horror, that it is in. ';r. 4
to win over all the nations upon the eartfita 1=
Chrift, if in the mean time we be fo ﬂuggsﬂ! um
neale& our own falvation, and unfortungi=lv laf. J

ourfelves, 1 am, with a profound refpec, 5
Mot Reverend Father, » j“
Your, moft bumble » ‘ﬂn ?
and moft obedient Servan “H
e
0OTH0e W‘%Wﬂﬂ%ﬁwmm*ﬂ\t

LETTER XIIL "

Ty my Lord Cardinal de Janfon. |

The Chriftian Religion newly approved of by a pu!r!i‘é ;
Editt, throughgut the whale Empire of Ching

My Lord, !'

T feems as if Heaven, fenfible of t.hcla of

our miflionaries, who, for thefe feveral yw'. W
with the {weat of their brows, watered China,
mind, at length, to eftablith this new churcli upe
folid foundation. Hitherto it hath been i
abundance of revolutions, flourt unde:_-. he rign
of fome emperors, perfecuted in the time of thei
minority, and, in a manner, totally ruin® disag
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v -@h, &&e&mc commotions ; buf always in-a tottering.
@ . nudition, by reafon of the rigour of the laws, ‘that
- Lave permitted a right to deftroy it, even to thofe
2 Yat have the moft defended it.
,! - ot the fovereign courts of China, declar’d ene-
“'y s to all foreign worfhip, rather out of a fpirit of
~ ey, than any fincere affection to the religion of
"W o Boulitry, have frequently condemned the chrif-
_ #14n «o&rine, and pumfh’d thofe who had the cou-
... to embraceit. Several of themgpfor all that,
heatfEned to the voice of God, rather than to the
N woles of man; but the greateft part, apprehending
dangir as to their fortune, were fo far from purfuing
the knpwn truth, that they durft not fo much as get

themitlves inftruéted thereii‘l.
L‘\‘I;lés a matter of an hundred years, that we have
Mhou’d to remove this almoft invincible obftacle to

the converfion of great perfons. The hour of the
Lo was not yet come; he was pleafed to exercife
. the patience of his chriftians, to try the conftancy of
*  th¢ puffionaries, and thereby inhance the worth of
thent both.  But now at Jaft the happy day begins to
dewny and the emperor hath granted an intire liberty
of chnicience to his fubjects, by allowing in a pub-
ek i the chriftian faith throughout the whole
L.-:r.-.fg; of his empire. * Thou baft, O Lord, broken
o e elns that beld thy boly religion captive, now can
" ww Wffer facrifices, and call publickly upon thy name 5
~" W prejent to thee our wows, not in fecret as formerly,
but "‘fﬁ$ﬂe of all the peaple, in the tempies they fuf-
gﬂ rear to thy glory, who are about to change
+1be old Babylon into the new Jerufalem. Here I do
7 prefent you, my lord, with the occafion, and the
whole continued feries of this happy event.

Father Alcala a Spanith Dominican, one of the
moft zealous miffionaries in China, had purchafed an
houfe at Lanki, a little village of the province of
* ® Phl, cxix, ' : 3

»




Chekiam, notwithftanding this fettlement wat v~ f'
prefsly againft the ediét of 1669 ; the Mandurine of'.
the place, who at firft did not oppofe it, being after-
wards nettled at fome indifcreet words, that cfcuper'q_'{,
unawares from fome' of this father’s menial fern’ @
was refolv’d not to diffemble the matter any longer =
gut to proceed according to the courfe of law panis”
im. TEL s Rl
He therefore asked the miflionary, how he . E
prefume to fettle in the city ? Why he preach’d up_-
foreign doétrine ? And moreover, by what right he
pretended to remain in the empire 2 This father fore=
faw the ftorm gather, and had prepar’d himf{elf be-
fore-hand : ¢ I wonder, my lord, fays he, in an-
¢ fwer to the Mandarine,, that you reckon that eri-
¢ minal in me at prefent, that you did not difapprove
¢ at the beginning. You know that for fome
¢ the emperor hath kept and preferv’d in the emvirs
¢ five of my European brethren (he meant ugl St
he hath not only fent for them to court, b sl
hath by a publick edié granted them power ra dai/ |
tle in whatfoever place of the kingdom they Sigll
think fit : it is for one of them that I have bal kg
this houfe, and I ladge in it till fuch times &% 3
come himfelf to take pofleffion of it. '
¢ Moreover, you cannot be ignorant that thed ymif
« fionaries had liberty granted them to come'!.i#m._
« into their churches, when the emperor did fhen f
¢ the favour to recal them from their banifhment. ™
« Confult, I pray, confult your regifteis upoy she
bufinefs, and there you will find my name
¢ Some months after another Mandarine, dolisicat
by him of Lanki, or at leaft urgld to it'by his ex-
ample, was refolv'd to put a the progreds of
our holy docrine ; he prohibited the exercife thereg? b
through the whole extent of his government, by an®
order, which he caufed to in divers plites,
They “treated religion in fuch a defpiteful mnnn;l'." ._

b
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mé lis of this province, thought himfelf

@'d not *to diffemble the affront without betray-
{is mnifterial funétion. .

fuppofed likewife, that he had a right on his

r y toaccufe this fworn enemy of the gol-

o+ #hale behaviour was fo excentrical from the em-
ntions ; for this prince had blotted out
— #ith % own hand a great many lines of a boek that

rﬁhc chriftian doétrine in the number of dan-
evtus and popular herefies : this book was of mo-
' nietit, nat only by reafon of its author, eminent for
g and defert, but much more, for that it was
wompofed for the people’s inftruétion, by whom it
wis to be read, according te the cuftom, feveral
fiWes a pear,
Fathet Intorcetta did therefore judge it a piece of
boldnels, that made the Mandarine liable to the lafh,
= [@ cond@mn, by his private authority, that which the
emperor feemed to allow of and approve, fo that
L gthier writ 2 very {mart pithy letter to the gover-
: o\ the capital city, in which he defir'd him to
pou: % fubaltern officer to retraét his words, and fo
KA injurious writing to be tornin pieces : he like-
ifled, that, to repair this fault, he could with

that @ f Mandarine might affix other papers in the
©'¢ of thofe, more favourable to the religion, and
nére of able to the emperor’s intentions.

vernor difpatched this letter to the Man-
d, a8 ill lu:E‘l would have it, it was deliverd
n a day that he heard caufes, in fight of
people, at the very time that he was bufy in
jedgment.  He fo much refented this affront,
contrary to the cuftom of the Chinefe, and
% his natural phlegm, he ftarted from the bench
Tiy with choler, tx:impllined of the im
¢hoe o the miffionary, an protefted opuﬂy,
be reveng’d,” ' i
- : That
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That he might cdrry on the bufinefs more | ;
fully, he aﬂ'ouated himfelf with the Mandarine of IJ;E
ki, and combin’d with him, if poffible, utserly ta db-
ftroy the chriftianereligion. Their firft attempd w
toaffault the Dominican friar, on whom they thow e
more eafily to accomplifh their defign ; for they ml. .
not tmagme, that he was of the numbcr of thi 3r-=
miffionaries. To be rightly inform’d of thie malquk
they caufed to be produced certain authentickgeops
of every procedure during the whole courf
perfecution againft father Fii (for fo was he .
with a defign to confront him with himfelf. 9 l‘
It isa peculiar trick, pretty common in China, with
the Mandarines, to queftion the criminals net only
about matters of fa&, but alfo concerning abundance >
of infignificant clrcumf{anccs, caufing all they an/
fwer carefully to be taken in writing. Then, when
they have talked a pretty while of a matter quite fo-
reign to the fubject in hand, to diftract ther mind, -
all on a fudden they return to the thing in queﬁlm,
they begin over and over the declaration tm
change the order of the interrogatives, and cungihgly
interpofe anfwers contrary to thofe the guilty’
made, on purpofe to make him contradiét hy
the more eafily to fift out the truth. _
Father Alcala, without all doubt, would have been
put to his trumps, if he had not, by a partic

pt
vidence, preferv’d a copy of thefe ancient proceed-
ings. Wherefore, knowing the intent and 56;’:‘

his judges, he fo well inform’d him(€f of
had” heretofore paft to this purpofe, andfeliverd
himfelf fo pertinently, and conformably te the firft
interrogatory, that his enemies were never able to
vail over him, as to his anfwers.
So that all the ftorm fell upon fathcrl'gmlwul
ain, againft whom they were much more
:ﬁd incenfed ; but, foragnuch as this father
live within their jurifdiction, they fuborned mlny
; confide
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. gonfiderable Mandarines, and the viceroy in parti-
%~ scular, who added to his abfolute power in the pro-
—_wince a gleater averfion for the chriftian religion.
¢\, They all unanimoufly refolv’d fo beat down chrif-
» tighity, and after having caufed all the proceedings,
'l’.:ﬁrmerly made againft miffionaries, to be fought out
<i='the grchives of the intendant of the city govern-
ment, they found at laft the decree of 1669, that
¥ prohibited them to build any churches; to
publick or in private the European law, to
adminifter baptifm to the Chinefe, to diftribute me-
dals, chaplets, crucifixes, or other fuch like tokens
of religion, to chriftians.

The miffionaries were not ignorant of thefe pro-
.. hibitions ; but their particulat zeal, and the example
“of Pekin, where the gofpel was preach’d under the
r, emperor’s very nofe, no body pretending to {ay any
| thing againft it, put them upon waving the ufual
rules of human prudence. Thefe very confiderations
¢ moft part of the Mandarines to connive, and,
any one of them took upon him to impede
s of the faith, they endeavour'd to pacify
prefents, and letters of recommendation
[ o B d for us by the fathers of Pekin; or elfe, if
7 need quired, we made ufe of the emperor’s autho-

ﬁtzr ft him.
4 chriftians of Hamcheu, under the cure of
father Intorcetta, were none of the leaft zealous.

Their courage had-appear’d under the government of
] di{%l\f:ndaﬁncs, great fticklers againft our moft

holy ; but their courage was never more ap-
parent than in the prefent occafion ; for the viceroy
appofing, that he was impower'd to undertake any
thing by vertue of ‘the decree aforemention’d, cau-
Jed to be affi’d to the gate of our houfe, in all
“the publick places of the capital city, and afterwards
in above feventy cities ‘;Phis government, a new

: {Wc&, by which he forbad under grievous penal-
j . . ties
A
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ties, to exercife the® chriftian religion, c.harg.ng aﬁ
thofe that embraced it to forfake it ¥,

Moreover, being informed, that fathcrl r:m
was formerly in the province of Kiamfi, rh.:tt\
he had not obtained leave from the court to‘hé 1 )
that of Chekiam, he fent to ask him by whitduth
rity he durft pne{'ume to ftay there ; y-,“m Ec
commanded him forthwith to avoid the country ; l?ncw
officer, that brought this order, added I and\V_
you withal,*in the name of the viceroy, (ﬁf‘h
the books of your religion, together with th e
of printing, that you have in your houfe. Theyare |
thin boards, upon which they have engraven. gl the °
leaves, from which they may take copies, acwrdmg
as occafion ferves. et

The father, not at all furpriz’d, anfwerd, Thar
he was in the city by the authority of him who grat-
ed the privilege to the viceroy himfelf, to mnmin
there : ¢ Have you forgot, added he, that the ean- =
¢ peror, paﬂin%ﬁthts way three years ago, fent twe 4

\

randees of his court to my church, to offer .
¢ fents, in his name, to the true God, with ¢xfefs
¢ orders, to lie proftrate before the altars? 1 %z 1o
¢ render him my moft humble thanks for his

¢ favour ; and, that I might give him further e
¢ ﬁ:mt:ons of my acknowledgment, 1 was wi p
¢ accompany him upon the canal at his d - ’

¢ where he was with his whole court. by, =X
¢ This grand prince, who had formerly honou rodf |
¢ me with more than ordinary demonttrations Q‘-.th-s
* benevolence, taking notice of my ba.rge ot |
¢ a great number of others, caufed it to appradhl B
¢ own, and fpoke to me fuch obliging things, Shas,
affera.llthat, I could not {ufpeét I thould be expofed 4
¢ to any ftraits, or infults ﬁ-omanyoneafhs officery. |
¢ But, fince this example hath made no impreffion®
¢ ypon the fpirit of the viceroy, go tell him, Fhas
* “This happened about the middle of Aegyf, Aww, 169148 &




7
- 4 the emperor, not being mumg I hould accom
n y himany farther, fent me back with thefe l'usm

$ wm:ls I:q;me, which are too advantageous to me to
refume to alter, add, or dimanith any thing in

{ 8 em - Your years, fays he to me, do not permit
vou to attend me any er, youare no way in

b “ﬁ‘ ition to endure the fatigues of a journey ; I
u to return to your church, and there to

{pe the remainder of your days. But, now, if

s thc oy does not only difturb this tranquillity by
injurious to the God whom I adore, but

‘, forces me fhamefully to quit this province, I leave

» ¢ him to judge, whether of us two does more openly
g lﬂ&e.rcmptorﬂy contradi¢t the emperor’s will and

As to what relates to the table, on which they
\have engraven the Jaw and maxims of Jefus Chrift,
| “ God forbid I fhould be fo wicked as to commit
L~ € it to the flames. However, the viceroy is the
mafter, fince I cannot refift his violence; but tell
me, that, before he refolve upon that, he
B mt.& begm with the hurning of myfchm

viceroy, furpriz’d at the undauntednefs of
the miffionary, durft attempt nothing upon his per-
~"Yon 3 ,bYt he referr’d the bufinefs to certain fubaltern
, who received orders, to fummon this
efore their tribunals, and to perplex and

ble him upon all accounts, withoyt allowin
momcnt’s refpite.  Father Intorcetta, who Ju%
thm I fick; might have been difpens’d with from
appe bul: he was afraid to lofc thefe precious
of time, that providence had put into his

pcnly to confefs the name ofj us Chrift 5
and l:qmg refolv’d  not to recoil, or give ground
) dwring the combate, he Eot himfelf castied before
udges ; much opprefs’d, by reafon of the malady he
bour’d under, and much more at the ﬂght of h.lsde-
church : but, befides, hpwasibmna:edb;i:tllle

oly
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holy Spirit, wherewith martyrs are corro
of all the Mandarines that interrogated hin
of them but admir’d the greatnefs of his Courg -

So that, in defpite of the vigorous ordess of 11,5
viceroys, every one of them almoft trezted fim,
with abundance of deference ; even to that -.1cgt'y29
that one of them caufed an officer of juﬂ;ﬂ:l‘ i, -
foundly baftinado’d in open court, for haqu‘ :
wanting in his refpect to the father. Addimgga:
al, that indi&ments do not render 2 man guilfy
that he muft have been convifted, to defefvc o be
treated as a malefactor. .

Father Intorcetta, prefently forefeeing thatthe F:;-
fecution would be violent, had written to the wi/lin-
naries at court, to the end that they might remedy
it. The emperor was then in Tartary, whers bt
divertifed himfelf in hunting. Father Geghillon, &
Frenchman by nation, and one of thofe the king
fent to China, accompanied this prince thither, by 2
whom he was particularly beloved, retaiging b
almoft always near his perfon ; {o that the Jet
directed to him. :

This father did not judge it convenient $m fpeak
of it to the emperor, but contented himfe!fe de
fire a letter of recommendation from prince Safan
one of the moft powerful minifters of the Jjmp
and his particular friend, who immediatelgwiig
the viceroy in a moft effe@tual manner. g
prefented to him, that fuch a procedure, as his™ s,
{melled fomewhat of violence, and was inconfiles®
with his wonted moderation and prudence 4%
in a time, faith he, that requires much gentlefie!s gl
difcretion. The emperor feeks all occafions o i
vour the dofors of the chrifian law, how <an

ou poffibly think to pleafe him in perfecuting that ¢

ieve me, fir, the example of a prince ought 3o
make a greater impreffion our fpirits, than &
e i of coursof gadiains 24 SN




b W

(éi&s,' that the court itfelf chh no longer follow,
ayght not at prefent to be the ng: of its condu&. If
“”{1‘; favowr the miflionaries, redkon that the empe-
«rdr will take it kindly froni yok ¢ and, if I may be
fmitted to fubjoin any thing to this laft motive,
affured alfo that I fhall refent all the good offices

yo der them upon my recommendation.
Prince Sofan is fo confiderable thro’ the whole em-
bpire (ghether it be by the honour he hath to be a
o™ 1 tion to the emperor, or whether by his place
\ of granfl mafter of the palace; or whether by his
¢redit- or capacity) that upoh any other occafion
the viceroy of Chekiam would have looked upon it
as a great favour to teceive one of his letters, and
would not have balanced onc moment to fatisfy him;
Lt ion had blinded him, and the vexation, to
perceive himfelf lefs powerful at court than a ftran-
ger, inclined him to let the miffionary underftand,
A that he was-at leaft the mafter in his own pro-
Nmfore, he began to feize upon feveral churches
which he beftowed upon the priefts of the pagan
gods,’ after he had violently taken away the facred

~monuments of our religion,
He ﬁTued out proclamations much more rigorous

-

ot e former, he threatened the father with his
wladignation if he did not abandon his flock; and he
¢aufed feveral chriftians, that had but too openly de-
i themfelves, to be apprehended ; fome of them
were h@"\d to"prifon, they feverely punifhed others,
and thenShe perfecution became bloody by the tor-

gnents; that thefe generous corifeffors fuffered for the
nameof Jefus.

. Amongft thofe that fignalifed themfelves, a phy-
fidlan more eminently made his faith appear; he
was much grieved to fee the altars of the true God

iolated and defpoiled, croffes broken in pieces, the
ly images expofed to the fcom, laughter, and im-

:il G g . piety




450 Of the Publick Eftablifbment = 3
picty of idolaters : - to repair this lofs, andi st bee
lievers might not be left deftitute of the My
marks of their relffrion, he diftributed o @ik jof
them images and Rucifixes. He went from door ke
door with the precious pledges of our falvatibi ; s
mating the weak, and confirming the more cauragepgs
in their faith : Do not fear, f2id he to them,/ym
who can only exercife bis weak power on the bydy ; W&
fear that great God, who, as be bas deprividgyon N
life, can allo punifb your foul with an eternl doath=
and raiher fuffer all forts of torments, than fBjake bis
holy law. ' y |

The Mandarine, offended at the boldnefs of 4
phyfician, commanded him to be loaden with.chams;
and, having caufed him to be dragged before is wi-
bunal, they prepared all things for his being cuuclly
baftinado’d, when his godfon, who came runming
thither with other chriftians, threw himfelf on his
knees at the judge’s feet, and begged of him with &
tears in his eyes, that he would permit him fig rage 2%
the chaftifement of his godfathcr. L

This zealous phyfician, who afpired to nothing
more than martyrdom, was {o far from giving his

lace to anot'ier, that he conftantly and Vigdfuftly
Eorbadit-. and, at that time, there arofe fuch &:}}E .
between them, that the angels edmired, ahd J
made the chriftian religion to be refpeéted by e ver &
idolaters. The judge ftood amazed at it, and tupting
towards thofe eminent confeffors of Jefus Ghafl, e
your ways, {ays he to them, this ﬂﬁﬁd"% e fuf- "
fer the punifbment of your faults deferves (S inil-
gence 5 I pardon you, but, benceforward, thi
ing the viceroy, and be more carcful to obey the
ror’s orders. vh

When the Spirit of God hath onee feizix on
heart, mens words are not capable to toljeh ther.
This zealous phyfician, whom the fight of execiiigs
hadmadcmqremuugeous,mmung' ued his aftsof
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'a}befom, and his zeal mafle fuch a noile up and

lown; that the Mandarine dufit no longer mince the
aianter 3 he feethed much conferned at the contempt
" fié ufed of his threatenings; hfomuch that he gave
~N_orders to his officers to bring him out, to makea fe-
2 example of him.

_ SIneffe@, he caufed him to be beat fo cruelly in
"‘ his prefence, that thofe,who were prefent, were equal-
2 ‘ ly fed at the feverity of the judge, and the pa-

. tienck of this good chriftian. This Cloody execu-
| fion ohce over; fome of his relations; who came run-

* ning at this doleful {peacle, were thinking to carry

him to his houfe, but he pofitively defired to be
carried to church 3 and what endeavours foever they
ufed to divert him from %t, yet he had ftrength
enough left toerawl thither himfelf, borneup by the
arms of feveral chriftians. He came thither all
bathed in his gore ; and, kneeling down at the foot
the altar, O Lord; faith he, thou fecft this day,
gt 1 prefer thy boly law to all the fweetne[s of life :
I Come nat to demand jutice of thee for all the blood
thy enemies bave [pilled, I come to offer thee that
avbich remains of my own 5 Ido not deferve to die
for fuch a good caufe 3 but thouy O my God, de-
! y:r'v the intire [acrifice of my life. And then turn-
) g tbwards father Introcetta, who began to comfort
im, Ab ! father; anfwered he; I fball be now at
Mg beight of my jov, if it were not my fins, but
‘mf Zeal that bad brought this light chaftifement upon
me,
This dample, and many others, that I forbear to
~~eelate, “made fuch impreflions vpon the idolaters
hearts, that a great many of them refolved to em-
brace the chriftian faith, being perfuaded, that fen-

Jfiments, {o oppofite co corrupt nature, could not pof-

ﬁlﬂlmmpmceed either from paflion or error.

+Among themswhom the holy Spirit did effeftually

. td:,m three who appeared ﬁ:lofthatfxz

A

Gg2
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faith, that made in fonmer times almoft as marft bar-
tyrs in the primitive ghurch as believers ; they were
young, handfome, ofyquality, and what is mare, o,
gaged by their cond#tipn blindly to comply with (&
viceroy’s inclinations. Neverthelefs, counting thelr
temporal eftate as nothing, they demanded publfig”_ "
baptifm.

The father, to bring the faith of thefe neophlttr, 1€
to the teft, hid nothing from them that mighpany 1
wife ftagger them ; but it was all in vain tcév_r;-
fent to them the rigour of the ediés, the vibaruy's
indignation, the defolation they were like to caft their*
families into, the danger of lofing their eftates, ho-
nour, life, and all thefe confiderations ferved ouly
to animate them the more; {o that, aftera pretty long
trial, they were initiated into our facred my/iign
and took part as others did, in the crofs of ﬁ
Their converfion fortified the feeble-minded, an
comforted father Intorcetta for all the evils that the
periecution had made his church to fuffer. %

But the viceroy was fo much the more provai®d, L
becaufe he had not the liberty at that time to Aﬁew
his refentment 5 for, juft then, they deli i {
two letters from prince Sofan; one of them wis
for father Intorcetta, the other, that was direfted tof
himfelf, was full fraught for reproaches, fug) ¢
he feemed to make no account of the prin¢e®
commendation : I could never bave believed, )
he to him, that to pleafe a company of ill affeled
people, wha bave exafperated your [pirit" at the by
tians, you would bave deviated from the Eounfels &
gave you. It is a friendfbip that I endeavouved fo 9
Jpire you with better fentiments : think wpor it one
more, and refledl [erioufly with yourfelf, th it I
that [peak to you. I expeid three things :
Sriendfbip 5 firf, that you deliver the letter yourje
to fagher Intorcetta, according to the fuperferiptic:
The Jecond, that you do fo weil [atisfy the Jutbers
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T that be may bave occafion th blefs bimfelf for the
kind offices you render bim, &nd that be bimfelf may
ify the fame to me. And Qle third is, that bence-
-~ d you do not any longen difturd cither the mif-
Jfiomaries or chriffians. In fhort, I am extremely
M)" for being obliged to write toyou [o often abour
is fubjeit. If you for the future mend your man-
" mers, I fhall write to you a third time to thank you ;
¢ bulaf your paffion continues, this is the laft letter you

jb:%cwr recerve from me.

Then did the viceroy repent him of his former
* proceedings 3 yet, was he fo far engaged, that he
thought he could not handfomely go bhack with any
honbur. He found it efpecially very hard to fue to
a miflionary for his friendfhip, whom he but juft
now treated, and that publickly, with the utmoft
difdain ; but yet, dreading prince Sofan’s refentment,
who was the moft powerful and in moft credit of
5 all the minifters of the empire : On one hand, he
‘Qifqlvcd to ftand to what he had done already againft
* - the chriftians, without driving matters any farther ;
and on the other hand, to difpatch one of his of-
ficers to Pekin, to purge and clear himfelf to the

prince.

) In this interim, father Intorcetta having a fecret
item of the letter that the viceroy had received, ioti-
mated to the fathers at court the {mall effeét they

produced ; infomuch that thofe fathers refolved
fignify the fame to the emperor, in cafe prince So-
an fhould think it advifeable. Wherefore they related
to him ywhat had paffed at Hamcheu, the obftinacy

#of the“viceroy, the affliction of father Intorcetta,
the danger wherein his church was, the ruin where-
of would infallibly involve in it the utter ruin of

. all the miffions in the empire. Since all your en-
- deavours, my lord, added they, feem ineffeliual,
- there appears nothing that can put o flop towbe vio-

\ of this obfiinate. Mandarine, but the emperor's
rY > Ggg Buthority 3
= ¥ :
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authority 5 but we fbduld be wanting to our trud inge 1
refts (and what [ways the more with us) to ke ac;
knewledgment we are Bound to give for vour® faveots .
if we were ruled B any other confidérations My’
yours. g o~
The prince, alrcady provoked by the viceroy’sbfs .4
haviour, was not forry at this overture, and belieded

he had now found a fuir opportanity to revenge him-
{elf; fo that, thefe fathers having recommendg® the
importance of their affairs to God Almighty, Jhen .
in the folid eftablithment, or utter rum of religion

was concerned, came ta the palace on the z1ft of ¢
December 1691, and demanded audience.

The emperor fent fome eunuchs, his confidents,
to know what their bufinefs was : The fathers, pre-
fently declared to them, the heinous excefs of the
viceroy of Hamcheu, as well in refped of the mil
fionaries, as in refpect of the chriftians under BF’,

uf-

|
|
f

vernment ; they added moreover, that thev h
fered a long time without complaining, in

tion that their patience would pacify his fpiri
fince the miflchief became every day greatef snd
greater, without all hopes of remedy, they cumeto

proftrate themfelves at the emperor’s feet, as ta the
ufual afylum of opprefled innocence, moft }pﬁﬂu&

to befeech him, to grant to their brcthreni in
provinces that happy peace they themfelves e
at Pekin, in the very fight, and under the pro
of his majefty. k4
The emperor, to whom they reporfed this
courfe, had a mind to try the fathers conftaficy,
{o returned them no favourable anfwer ; But ¢
never ceafing toreprefent the unhappinefs the indiffe-
rence of this prince was fhortly like to bring thes
der, he fent new eunuchs to acquaint them, tha h
was amazed to fee them fo infatuated with the ehaf=
tian religion : ¢ Is it poffible, he bid them te '!‘9-';_ e |1
'§ that you arealways bufied about a world Wy




3 : | .
-y-.. “Zrm not yet come, and equnt that wherein you

4 at prefent, as nothing ? Believe me, firs, there

“§ isa type for all things; make better improve-
_,.éme.nt of what Heaven in{’trans you with, and de-
all thofe cares till you'ceafe to live ; cares,
"N that are profitable to none but the dead : For my
* Npart, faid he, in a drolling way, I do not concern
v * myfelf in the bufinefs of the other world, and I do
# nof pretend to determine upon the caufe of thefe
* ¢ invifible fpirits.’ .
Thgn the fathers, opprefled with grief, thedding
. a torrent of tears, proftrated themfelves to the very
ground ; they conjured the eunuchs to report to the
emperor the fad condition whereunto they were re-
duced : This would be the firt time, faid they, that
this great prince abandened tnnocent perfomns, and ap-
peared infenfible of our lamentation : Is it becaufe we
are unprofitable firangers that be deals thus with us ?
At leaft, gentlemen, pray tell bim, that the great God
v of beaven and earth, whofe caufe we maintain, for
q'ti.ﬁom we fight, nay, and towhoin be bimfelf is beholden
Jor all bis grandear, well deferves, that be fbould ex-
ert all bis power to make bim known, and bis juftice in
punifbing thofe who do bim an injury in the perfon of
bis minifters.
In fine, after all thefe trials, this gracious prince,
P¥oved with compaffion, could no longer di&:lﬂhlt:
is real {entiments; he therefore fent to the fathers
(that were ftill proftrate before his palace gate) an of-
of hisbed-chamber toacquaint them, ¢ That he
¢ did ngt allow of the viceroy of Hamcheu’s=pro-
3 ceedi&s, and that he was willing, for their fakes, to
t an end to his unjuft perfecution ; and that, in
¢ arword, there were two ways to accomplifh it :
¢ The firft, to fend to the viceroy a fecret order im-
« ¢ mediately, to give fatisfattion for mifchiefs paft ;
¢ that this way, tho’ not fo exemplary, was the moft
Ry mfg and fure, The fecond, to prefent a petition
B 1 G B4 ant}

-
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¢ and obtain from.the tribunes a favourable detms

¢ for all the miffionaries, which would c afl - 9

¢ differences. That thyy fhould confult among R
¢ felves, what fhould be the moft convenieht Pt
¢ prefent conjunéture ; and, when they had weigs ,_f!
¢ ed the realons on both fides, that they fho “‘}Z-'— 2
¢ back the next day to declare to him their pafidee =
¢ refolution. ¥ ‘..".-‘;'

The fathers fignified their moft humble ae@now="
ledgments tothe emperor by cuftomary protef{ifitions,
and returned full with great hopes of happy fuceels;
yet very uncertain what courfe to fieer. v

They confidered on one hand the danger that there
was to put their caufe into the hands of the Idpeu,
who always declared againft the chriftian religion
that in all probability there needed no more to re’
vive all the ancient accufations which time fesmed J
to have forgotten: That the miffionaries fetthed i |
the provinces, whom they had concealed from the
court till that time, would be obliged to quit Cfﬁing,."’
or elfe forfake all their miffions : That at leaft, Gne
proceedings of thofe who had built new churches, s
converted a great number of idolaters againft the ax.
prefs prohibitions of parliaments, was fufficient’ to
warrant the viceroy of Hamcheu : That i ‘ﬁﬂg

.

things may be brought to pafs by the fubtl delf
af t

vices of our enemics, and fecret undertakings
Bonzes, that they might be fo far from quem
the flame of a particular perfecution, as
pofe, that we fhould kindle a general conflagratios
in the empire, that would not terminate gt in the
total defolation of chriftianity. - :
Thele reafons, altho® very fubltantinl amdSGRE
in themfelves, were neverthelefs balanced by the fal-
lowing reflections. What Frcteﬂ:iou foever the®mpes
vors might have given till that time to the milliona.® |
vies, yet they experienced, that it was not fufficient
40 oblige all the Mandarines of provinces to caugie- ==

= !
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7 nance\the chriftians, and that"there was'a great
/ pumber of them, who (prejudiced againft us either
“~ b¥, that wniverfal contempt which the education of
ina did ufually create in th®m for foreigners,
y the calumnies of the Bonzes, or elfe by a falfe
' or the publick good) thought it was a piece of
fervice to deftroy us, and fpoil in a few days

+ *that which had been the work of feveral years.

_ "Thefe particular perfecutions were fo much the
more feared, as they adminifterd occafion to our fe-
cret enemics, to declare themfelves openly againft us,
and to compofe a ftrong and great party, which was
commonly upheld by the courts appointed for the
ordering rites and ceremonies, who always waited
for ogcafions to ftop the cousfe of new foreigners in-
to the ftate ; fo that if in thefe critical conjunétures
the emperors, by a particular providence, fhould not
have honoured us with their benevolence, chriftiani-
« ty would have long fince been deftroy’d in China,
| " and, it may be, the memory of it would have been

totaly obliterated.

We fhould therefore confider, that the court per-
haps would not be always fo favourable to us; that
. there needed no more but one moment alone to lofe

lhc emperor’s gracious favour, or, what was ftill

¢

N

ore dangerous, to intail his indignation upon us,
thofe of our religion ; that, in this fickle ftate
in religion was, the leaft oppofition from the
B rines would fuffice to fet the people’s hearts
inft it; tiat the great gnes themfelves durft pgyer
declare, ca be convertedy’ for fear of being one day
Tﬁb to the parliaments for their converfion,
which probably in time might be made an heinous
crme.
On the contrary, if {o be the chriftian faith were

once approved by publick edic, nothing afterward
u l&urb its eftablifhment, fince itgwonld be

s to the idolatrous peaple, becaufe the

s . - ch’I. t.I ‘I _!-
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chriftians would nfifke a publick profefign 6F a,#
and, at laft, the new miffionaries wo\ﬂ cutcr*
without interruption into the vaft field of me BQI'— .
pe], and would ther: fow, without any cun
tion, that facred word, which would then pe
an hundred fold.

The only hope of fuch a t benefit
mined the fathers to try this laft means { anl fo.
much the rather, becaufe they believed they cond
not in futsre time meet with any occafiop marc”
favourable to accomplith it. The remembrance of -
fignal fervices, father Verbieft had rendered o the |
ftate, was ftill very recent ; the emperor declared
how fenfible he was of the refolution thaf futher
Grimaldi an Italian had taken to crofs the feag
again for his fake, and to undertake a mpit re. |
dious journey. Father Thomas, a Flemming, was
was wholly taken up in mathematicks, w cem
he acquired the reputation of a learned knb®ing -
man, and moft pious miffionary. Father Pereirae’
a Portuguefe, for his part, took u great dq.l of
pains a long time in certain inftruments, and f&~
veral engines that the prince took great chl{g!.t
in: but that which dt(f our bufinefs, arz}dg:gmg
his heart, was the peace which father 3y
had but Juﬁ then concluded, three hundred leagiiys
from Pekin, between the Chmcfe and Mufcovith
Prince Sofan, nearly related to the em
plenipotentiary, ftood amazed at his zeal FSnd
publickly declared, that, but for himy this :
tifion would never have terminated t thimd.
vantage of the empire. He fpoke oflit ta
emperor to that purpofe ; and at that very
he infpired him with fentiments of efteem &
affection for this father, which have con _-,-v
ever fince beyond whatfoever we were able tg &
peét or hope for. Befides, this fame fathe 1&%‘
aethér with father Bovet, both French, and

o
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umber of thofe whom the king fent into China in
\;f 685, ‘applied themfelves for many years to teach
. zeometry, And philofophy to the emperor, with fuch
kg'ﬂls, that he could never be wkary in difcourfing
“awith themgupon thefe matters.
bem.ufgo thefe zealous miflionaries were fully
aded, that, when religion is concerned, human
~ “afliftances are very infignificant, if God Almighty do
.not fecretly direct and order the whole work ; they
began to implore the affiftance of him whom nothing
. is able to refift ; they {pread open their wants before
Rim, and difcovered their hearts in his prefence, and
told him with the fame confidence that once animated
Judithts AMake bare, make bare,O Lord, thy arm on our
bebalf, as thou didf} beretofore,%and bring to nought the
obftacle our enemics oppofe againft us : Let thofe woks
bave boafted that they could deftray the temple, who bave
. already prophaned thy altar, and trodden under foot
\ the tabernacle of thy boly name 5 let them at prefent be
Jenfible, that before thee all their force is nothing but
wamty and weaknefs : Put inte our mouths, Lord,
that boly word, and replenifb our bearts with thof
wife counfels that make truth always to triumph; rto
the end thy bouf-, that bath been [o many years in a
. _Sottering condition, may at this day be immoveably fe!-
1 and confirmed 5 and that all natigns may in the
~“end confefs, that thou only art the true God, and that,
_ befides thez, we ought to feck for none other ®,
this fervent prayer they fecretly prefented
their pctitiou.to the emperor, that they were affgr-
wards to offer him in publick. He read it, but not
wding th¥rein what was the moft capable to make
im n upen the fpirit of the Chinefe (for they
infifted wpon what principally related to the fanéicy
nd truth of the chriftian religion) he drew up another
| himfelf in the Tartarian language, which he fent
HM to the fathers, yet leaving them to their liperty

to
Judith, chap. ix, ’ -

™,
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to retrench, or add thereto, as they Ihalljm{ge.mbir _
convenient. N
Indeed, if one do but never fo little s o8t -'.1-051 »
the particular character of the emperors of (Hib~) 4
one cannot fufficiently admire, that thie neellis o
peror fhould vouchfafe to defcend from the I
degree of grandeur, which he obferves ewery
elfe, nay even in refpect of the greateft prineess, o
make himfelf familiar with pitiful miffionaries ¢ for »
man to confider after what manner he takes & E wti-

cular account of all their affairs; how he 5 to
them, how he puts them in a way, would he ot
conclude that it is a private man that manages the
concerns of his friend ? Yet neverthelefs, itisone of
the greateft kings in"the world, that is pléaled thus
to ftickle to pleafe a company of ftrangers, even at
the peril of the fundamental laws of the nation.

But after all, it is no wonder that a God, who, to,
eftablith his religion, humbled himfelf fo fir, a5 o
make himfelf like to men, does oblige fometimes the
greateft princes of the world to diveft themEives of
their majefty and innate pride, to co-opemts and
concur in this grand work. For certainly, what care
foever we may have taken to make this pruwe £
vourable to us, yet muft we needs herein principatiy
acknowledge the efficacy of divine grace. It fspthe
almighty voice of the Lord that alone can, fo ek
in the feripture expreflion, bruife the cedgrs, whd
Jbake the mountains of the wildernefs; that i€to, 13;”].
2hafe the great ones of the world, and giveso dly
hearts what motion he pleafes. i

Whilft all thefe things were tranfadd af P,
the viceroy of Hamcheu, that had now I&ire to
make fome refle&tions upon his behaviour, a8 ot
peaceable in his province. The credit of princs Sgf
did grievoufly perplex him; and above glif b
dreaded his juft refentment : for to pacify




oughtit the wifeft courfe to fend Bne of his officers to
: -; g pretence to juftify himfelf to him, butin
% effect, perate the principal Mandarines of Lipou

z inft tRe miffionarics, in cafe he fhould find any

w do it.

- me this officer arrived at court, but
p Sofan would not fo much as hear him; and,

woupacking him away, brifkly told him, that he much
wonder’d that his mafter made fuch little account of
‘perfons whom the emperor honoured with his af-

k fection, and employed and trufted in his fervice.

« As to what relates to their bufinels, I am no more
concerned in it than the emperor wonld bimfelf. Thefe
[fathershave implored bis proteition, and be well under-
Jrands bow to do them juftice without my intermeddling :

wwbefides, when I wrote on their bebalf, it was not fo

much to do them a kindnefs, as thereby to exbhibit a

token of friendfbip to the vicerey, in plucking bim from

" the precipice whither ke bad [o indifcreetly thrown
binelf.

This anfwer did fo ftartle this officer, that, without
| ever dreaming of making any other progrefs, he re-
turned to his mafter at Hamcheu to render an ac-
count of the ill fuccefs of his commiffion. The fa-
thers, who had notice of it, underftood by that, that
they were to lofe no time, and that they were fpee-
dily to improve the good difpofition of prince Sofan 5
{6 that upon Candlemas-day they went to the palace,
and offer’d to the emperor, with the ufual ceremonies,
¢ the petition that he himfelf had compofed, of whsch
“e here t.he tranflation.

'~ M.ly it pleafe your Majelty,
¢ E expofe to you, with the moft perfet
¢ fubmuffion, and moft profound refped that

= chcapablc of, the beginning, end, inducements,
motives of our moft humble requeft, being

.".' jMdent that yop will vou:hfafcm hear i’ wtxlt‘h
: -V . = v c
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¢ the fame pmde;;c that attends all your :a&:?iﬁ?"
¢ and with that benevolence wherewith yhu hayrts  §
¢ been gracioufly pleafed to honour us. i 83
¢ On the ninth month of the moon,
cetta, one of your majefty’s ful:ljt:&(,. : W‘_{ a[:-:
is in the city of Hamcheu, did acquarit$
the viceroy had ftriétly charged the M 5 'j
his province to pull down all the temples of this
chriftians, to burn the printing tables, upos Which 1
are engriven all the books of our religion. More- .
over, he hath publickly declared, that out dodtine
is falfe and dangerous, and confequently’ sor to be
tolerated in the empire, and hath addgd feverzl
other things moft difadvantageous to us. A
¢ Upon this news; fir, feized with hopror, wrd
penetrated with grief, we thought ourfelves ohliged—
to have recourfe to your majefty, as the comnon’
father of the affli¢ted, to lay before you the de-
plorable condition whereunto we are reduge!;
for, except you grant us your protection, it i dlto-
gether impoffible to avoid the ftratagems of wur |
enemics, and to ward the blow wherewith they
threaten us.
¢ That which adminifters comfort to us, firs When
we appear at your majefty’s feet, is ta fee svith
what wifdom you influence and move all the parrs
of your empire, as if it were the body, ¢f which
you are the foul ; and with what uncmicminm:
and impartiality you regulate the interef} of each
¢_private man, without acceptation of perfons ; lo-
¢ fomuch that you could not be at reit if Jou
¢ but one fingle fubject opprefled by ikguits
¢ but even deprived of that rank and reeomp
¢ he deferves. 2
¢ You furpafs, great fir, the mightiel
¢ amongft your predeceflors, who have in i
¢ permitted falfe religions in China; for Yo e
¢ tirely love truth, and do not 2pprove of il

LT ST S Y T T
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2 {w’ﬁm reafon itis, that, in E:ilung your progrefs
4 tovigw your provinces, you have given a thoufand
. teﬂzlmsmm of your royal affe¢tion to the European
¢ miffionaties that were in yoursroad ; asif you
t thereby to teftify, that you walue their
NG d that you would be very glad that
they would fettle in your fates ; what we deliver
~* here, in publick, is generally known to the whole
¢ empire.

~* ¢ Therefore, when we behold the viceroy of [Ham-
" ¢ cheu to flile the chriftian religion, the falfe and dan-
‘. gerous religion ; when we are informed that he ufes

< all his endeavours to deftroy it ; how are able to

¢ ftifle,our juft forrow, and forbear to declare to

your majefty what we fuffes?

— ¢ This is not the firft time, fir, that they have
¢ perfecuted us without any reafon; therefore father

¢ Adam Schaal, your fubject, on whom your pre-
‘¢ deceflors heap’d many extraordinary favours, made
¢ it known to all the court, that the rules of the

, ¢ celeftial motions, eftablithed by the ancient aftro-
¢ "nomers of China, were all falfe ; he propofed others,

¢ that did perfectly agree with the conftellations that

¢ were approved, and made ufe of with no {mall

¢ fuccefs, fo that this change brought order again
¢ into the empire. Your majefty is not ignorant of

¢ what paft at that time in Pckin; we may,we hope,
¢shave leave to remember how matters ftood there,

¢ fince they are fo many fingular favours we there re-

® <«ecived ; yet upon the account of exploding and
4 aboldhmg of thefe errors, how much did the srh‘l-.r

« ¢ afterwagds fuffer by calumnies of his enemies?
¢ Kam- cguam fien, and thofe of his faction, falfly
¢ accufed him of feveral crimes, under pretence of

¢ novelty, as if this new aftronomy had not agreed
o~ with heaven ; he died, not being able at that time

jukify lnmfclf but your ma ut father
— w!bn&mrhls and l‘;uped ojzm{‘o many

ﬁ ¢ favours,




favours, that théfife of this father was too fhott,
¢ and his words too faint to demonftrate tdall
¢ world the greatnefs of his acknowledgm 2

L1
did he deeply »efent all thefe benefits, &nd i was =, }
on purpofg not to be ungrateful, that .f‘:ﬂ.—u &
bufied for above twenty years in compofgall
forts of books for the publick benefit, Bol mn
aftronomy, arithmetick, mufick, and philofophyi.-
that are {lill extant in the palace, together with
divers others which he had not tme to compleat __*
and finifh. ‘
¢ But, fince your majefty is perfectly inftruéted m
all thefe particulars, we dare not prefume to tire
out your patience by a longer difcourfe 3% we do
only humbly befeech your majefty to confider, '
that all this is not fufficient to intitle us to thesw—
people’s affection for us, and confidence in wus. |
If, as they accufe us, the law that we preach be '
falfe and dangeraus, how can we, fir, juftify the ~
conduét of princes, who have honour'd us with
their efteem ? we.,
¢ Neverthelefs, not to mention any thing of your,
¢ predeceflors, your majefty yourfelf hath made fo
¢ fure of our loyalty, that you order’d father Ver-
¢ bieft to found {fome cannon of a new model, to
¢ put an end to a dangerous war: you made father
19
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Grimaldi crofs the valt ocean to go into Mufcovy,
with the letters and feals of the high court of the 1
militia 3 you fent the fathers Gerbillon and Pereira,
upon very important affairs, to the'very fartheft *
“Pas of Tartary ; neverthelefs, your majefty well -
¢ knows, that thofe, who are governed by the prin---
¢ ciples-of a falfe religion, never ufe to ferve g ir
* prince faithfully ; they almoft ever abandon theus
¢ felves to their own paffions, and never aim :
* thing but their own particular intereft.
¢ If therefore we do exaétly difcharge
¢ and, if to this very day we hage always

-
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cart well affected, full of eﬂ'eempmd ve-
and (if wemay be bold to fay{'o) ofaﬂngu-
on for the perfon of your majefty. On the
if this heart once ceafe to fu mlt to you, it
rom that very time, contrary to right rea-
d fenfe, and all fentiments of humani

being fuppofed, fir, we humbl befcech
gonfider, that, after the fatigues of a tedious
e are at length arrived in your empire,
rom that fpirit of ambition and covetouf-
it commonly bring other men thither, but
wrdent defire to preach to your people the

3’ truly, when we apieared here the, Atk
nm.dewere entertain’d with abundance of ma.rks
- & of dilintion, as we have often faid already, and
¢ which we cannot repeat too often. In the tenth
;" ¢ year of Chun-tehi they preferr’d us to the fole direc-
A ‘tmon of the mathematicks. In the fourteenth year
;-“‘1, the | reign, they gave us leave to build a
L I 2t Pekin, and the emperor himfelf was
S willingg to grantus a particular place for the burial
- ourdead.  In the twenty-feventh year of your
- .qdly’sglonous reign, your majefty honoured the
S memiory of father Verbieft not only by new titles,
¢ but o by’ the care you took to caufe the laft offi-
tes 1 orm'd to him, with an almoft royal
p and magnificence. Some while after, you
sinped ‘in apartment, and mafters to
miffionaries, to facilitate their learning of -
arian tongue. In a word, you feem’d
fatisfied with their deportment that you
fermﬁtheyimdrenda’dtotheﬁatch
ges le'o 'I.'mry and negotiation wi

[ ha ha.p];:wﬁ'ﬁr,anda lory isdt for
dge csﬂbﬁof gfogmtipdncc! .
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¢ Since oréyaurmzje(ty, who 0 wifeh
govem this grand monarchy, vouchfaf h

¢ ploy us, and put fuch co encein
poﬂib]e there fh8uld be one fingle Ma
¢ rational to refufe one of our brethrep s
¢ live in his province ? Verily, fir, one causs
¢ ciently deplore the hard fate of that gand e
¢ who, in a little corner of the earth, humbly &
¢ fo much fpace, as is neceffary peaceably tofpen
¢ remaind®r of his days, which yet he cantat ahta:
¢ Itis for this reafon, fir, that all of ue
¢ jefty’s moft humble fubjects, who are ke
c fa.ken orphans, that would injure na e &
¢ who endeavour tc avoid law-fuits, quasrels
¢ lings, and the leafisconteftations ; it is for
¢ fon (we fay) that we befeech you to teke
¢ in hand, with thofe fentiments of equity &k
¢ {o effential to you ; have fome compaffion, fir, «
¢ on perfons who have committed no fault 5 Sad, |
¢ your majefty, after being fully informed Of
¢ carriage, does really find, that we areinnoe
¢ befeech you to let all the empire underits
¢ publick edié, the judgment you entertaing
¢ morals and doérine. It is for the obtining
¢ favour, that we affume the hberty of prefenting t
£ you this requeft.  In the meantime all and every
¢ your fubjeéts the miffionaries will ere&Mhﬂ
¢ and intire fubmiffion, what you fhal aled
¢ appoint, touching the premifes. In
¢ year of the reign of Cham—hi, the 15th
» “=17th month of the moon.’
The emperor gracioufly receiv'd this &
fent 1t the 18th of the fame month to
rites, with an order to examine it, andy
ﬁrﬁo portumtv, to makerepoﬂ:oftt
becau e there is a vacation in all the courts
la-l in China, much about the fame tin
15

of fhe firft 7 thgf oll
. Lipou. could not nl?:he -‘i_ :





