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The (('cand ~etJi"04, to mcreale rb~,e.,. t - -z.dt ,. 
of ch rifiians, was prayer: Betides the ~~irf(td. I 

for ma(s1 I adembled them twice a day to make 
rublick prayers. They rung in two choirs with ' , 
fuch marvellous devotion, that it made me with t at 
the E uropean chriftians might have been witne 
of their pitly ; for their rude, and fometimes {can­
daJous deportments befo~ O'\lt altars, will certainly 
be condemned ;t the great tribunal, by the modefiy 
of thofe later chriftians. · , 

They do not underA:and either linging,9y-r.otes 
or mufick as we do. y~t h:,t:ye they tul)e!I~f theJr 
own cornp9fure no way:; UnPlcafijt.r..,-hiCh (eems to .. 
me abundance morc tolerab1e than 'what are ufed. :11 
fevera l focieties ill Europe: T ney ad likewi'!\ {eve-
rnl forts or inftruments ; concern they r .. ~"'o ui·' .,." 
mire. and our villages in )i::, would '¢ tWit 
turn well enough in that ';, .". -J 

The ~hinefe are of that temper, t$~t 11 

need of fomcthing fellfiblc to "heighten tll>:ll" doro­
cion; fumptuous and magnificent ornam 'fll{. 
ing l PO~1POUS proceffions, the noife 0 beUs and 
inflruments, and the cttcm.onies of the church, are 
very taking with them! ind allu\"C them to divine 
ferv ice, l too~ extraordinary care in that m~ter, 
to procure tor thema11 that the church ou~ 
her moA: wife conduCt: hath permittm to th!" re'"­
vants of God; yet, al ways diftingui(hjl\ t~ .. 'lt 
which fupcrftition, if one have not a c " of I 

is wont, in procefs of time, to put into t 
mon people's he:u:t . " .. 

I :l.ppl y~ myfeIf more efpecially to inli ' 
with refped: to our myfteries, they made~t 11' 

(cffifl :'t \lfuaJly ~ every fortnight, Their r,( 

~~ not only attended '~ith te~"'S (for tht 



~ ',.r r.~3 
1).,.1Q ""ll h1tt "'f!!' but alo Wtth 

:. P- Jug 10 "the-vdhy. 
':ne~ l elr faith, they had for the a~0l?-,ble facra-

• n1't!n , ade em canRant attenders on the altar; 
• ancf:'wJi permitted them to receive it,they cpm­
'fnunicated with affedions of veneration capable of 
inflaming not only futh who are but lukewarm, bot 

i1:1 it chriflians: you might fee them proftrate at 
:- . er;d times, with thtirface on the ground lamenting, 

nd commonly fhedding abundance of re;rs. Such 
like poftures, more frequent :lnd ordinary amongR: 
j\.fi~S than Europeans, yet evermore edifying and 
~ub~i t', do exCeediflg~y contribute to excite devo­
tion the fbul, and to Imprefs upon the mind that 
profoLln enerq,tion which the majefty of our my­

... i'(enes deferv at r nands. 
/ This refp«t tended. itfelf alfo to the images, 
reliqu to the' ~als, holy water, and in general, 

... ~to w fi: ver bears the chara8:er of our religion. 
ey re, more than that, a particular veneration 

or the VirUIl Mar.i: .. ~ch perhaps had gone too 
~f care ftad n~ ufed to regulate it. They 

caU her the Holy MothO' (Chin-Mou) and do in­
voke her in all their firaits and exigenci~. The ex­
perience, they have had of her protcB:ion, hath 
confirmed them in this warm devotion, and the be­
nefits, they receive daily from her, perfuade them fhe 
is ~cq>table to God. -
; fhe womev are yet more animated with thefe fen­
time:nts than <he men. All their ehw-ches are dedi­
cated to her u!lder the title of ,Chin-Mou tam, that 

- is to faYd the temple of the Blcffed Mother. There 
-<hey meet t ogether, for they never enter into the 

• reh of the men, as the men dare not prefume to 
e a foot into theirs. But the paffionate love, that 
)- chrifi:u.ns have for JefilS CheiJl, makes them 

devout, and walk worthy of the profdlion 
fiey .~vc emb",ed. :rhey rontinWlUy rq><at "'efe 

• . follOWing . . ' . -

" 
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them. (0 it i1" that t h y mo 
Every ont: ihall have their crucifixes 
bers > and nptwithftanding the of our 
images did at firfl: give fome offence, yet have they 
in procefs of time accuftomed themfdves to ~'.em. ' 
We difiributc tl)~m to the people with fome pre -_ 
tion, for fear they may chance to fall into the ha 
of idolate&, who might. either through ignorance 
or maJi~e • . be apt to prophane them. _~ . . 

And this was the reafbn why, after maCs rfllS raid,. 
I commonly re1JlOvcd from the altar a large~ven 
crucifix, the pagans do oftentimes come.J&1t of ru" .. 
riofity to fee our churches ro. til inipt hil"V 
fiol, it away, o~ lpok of it.~l' .tnd blot. 
phemouRy. whIch nevcttlM:lci b qfX-~ ht Ct. 
pals by the paints of Chrill's {lOffio" wljioi I Itft: ' 
with them. 

Now as for chrift~ ~1'1:_ (11 fi ~11 
from them this facreJ..- mytt~r 0 redem~2!1 
or from diJTcmbling ill the Jeafl: circumftance cif tnt: 
fame. What cert:1ill hereticks have writ, conc;ern­
iug ir, is a foul calumny, which aU the Chinyfc 
books and CUts, therein engraven, have long ago 
difproved and confuted. 

The crofs is carried publickly in the fi:reets in. 'Pm­
ceRion, planted. on the tops of churches, an ~ 
over the doors of the chriilians houfc:s. I have 110 
where obferved the ceremony of the adoringol de 
crofs, performed every Good Friday .. bJic:kJy~ 

rTaCl:iCed w.ith more ado~tion than in Chin, I)a .. 

flJl..cercly proteft:, that I never affified thueGot wj~ • 
out Ixing forced to mingle my tears with ~ oJ 

the believers, who outdo themfelves in dO" Qtion ., 
public,k pe.o.;wce on that day. efpecially . 'FilOl . _,~ 
~"W acc¢"cd their faith in this point, W01~t1 '*'l 

..1<1' I 



, 
l &t' t bleQefs of ~uropeans,. 

thc, ~ at ti.if«'el't'mtm:itt. for our part, we 
are" ~fod to let-the Pf!!Ob: of the erofs to 

. lli!!n..pll8 as-f31 as the utmoft Juql'bl of the uruverfe, 
·ovetto. ~ proud and haughty nation of the 
world. 

The particul .. r inftrutlion of the Chinefe women 
is ch more trouble(ome t~n that of men; they 
~"7.I1ever vifited but in the time of their ficknefs, 
~her do they ever come to;) viiit the miffionanes j 

ut they may be (poken with in their cturches. or 
dfe ~way caufe them to meet every fortnight to 
fay Pl, and adminifter the facrament to them ; 
they not come oft:f:ner for fear of fcanda1. the 
laT of lite country do not fa much as allow 

r !: •• <.:m. that, _ ~ufe ~ers, that happen every 
ti~ the Pagan ,/omen · vifit the temples of the 
Bonzesc:u[e 0lt{ affemblies to be fufped:ed, and. 

"- afford Ir':~~fi' us pretence to the Gentiles to cry 
d,\l\!l'. relig . 

I • 'N onrith ld!ng ~ cannot imagine what 
~~a.y Gpfly it, I came to this churck 
~ Friday ,evening to hear confeffions. 'Tis a1 .. 
ways in a place expos'd to every one's view; for in 
this cafe one cannot act: with too much caution. On 

. Saturday morning I fini{h'd the confeffions of thofe 
that were not able to get a place the day foregoing. 
AlmoR: everyone of them confefs, and would be 
g~o to' do every day: jfthey had liberty granted . 
Whether it be. tendemefs of confcience, or ~A.:eem 
for the {",rament, or Come other. reafon heft known 
to themf~v.es, 1 know not. but they think they can 
D&VCr ret time enough apart to difcover their faults . 

h.ere is ttquired abundance of patience to hear 
ol; and, being naturally of a mild difpoficiqn,they 

?J' 'd talc ~it very ill to be handled roughly. ; yet 
hal ~le one gOod ql\!olity, that they-are {eldom 

~ . floward. They ,~ceive tj>y inftrut\ie!l$ 
If " - _. . - from 



penance on 

reduce ~~"~~;? ,~~~:~~~~~.~ 
not they ""~ ,""" 
them. 

As for notorious fins they very 1~.~~~~ 
them. becaufe their condition exempts ~~ 
the mon: dangerous opportunities. and, if they 
be broug~ t to keep peace-in their domeftick 
their life would be otherwife wonderful 
I have obferved Vt many of them a 
that wanted but little of holinefs. They 
ply thcmfe1 ves to bufinefs dT to Do,ve,_ 

. opportunities for the 
for their own . 
nice in the 
fiian duty ; chari table, 
a particuiar manner 2ellO\l' the co 
idolaters; attentive to aU occafions that • 
(elves to do a8:s of chan ~IllUC. 1 '-<;Q;r;.i-i 
heard the a..,cienteft miffionancs Cay" th .. t t 11 
once turn'd chriA:ian. almoft altthe tfomfJl 

faved. This is not an affed:ed 'F,:o,"Utntol 
Chine(e women; 1 do faithfull y and h. y r 
what I have feen, and I judge of other ('hut .. 
this whereof I have the care a.lld conduct 

The inllruCtion of the youth of riper yeu"$ ..£1':­
me as much trouble. I was perfuad th 'f 
age, above all other, requir'd cultiv:rting, el'i . I, 
in China, where many things concur to ~ thm 
have an !J.verfion for the fervice of God • Qiy 
foft temper, the complaifance of all about tn."", 
their relations that doat u(X>n them~ 5ncf 
carry a Ilrid:: hand over them, but let tbiJU 
their wills; the company of heathen t,'.';J rtf 

way! corrupted and vicious Y,lfc~oo~n~.~; "~r;~~~'-
~a'nce~ their complaifap,ce \Vidt :~ 



riJIi in China. 397 
:a1lyti e tuch ence on them • . as to in-

)fpi\ the ih an averfion (or religion. All there 
~. bA: es t~eir inilructidn, very }yt.rd to fur-

<mount hat {oever we take. • 
• "Y"et w willing to difchargc my quty by kveral 

ways and means : that, which appeared to me the 
mo tdual, was to take a chriflian fchool-rna{l.er 
int my houfe, who was an able 'Zealous man; tIle 
b~drc;' came thither to learn, and I took the op. 

rtunity to inftill devotion into them, tc.t expound 
to them the principal article. of religioll, to train 
the~ and difcipline them agaiJlfl: the afTalJJ~s of 
the lcs, to accuA:om d)-em to the ceremonies of 
~. rcoh. where they affifted at Ol:t(S evc:-y day. 
T . pratmr: did alec r-wJuce another good effeCl: :-

e children . aters who came to ftudy under 
the."lu~·tiO of tli fame maner, whither by reafon 
of eh nefs, or ufe of the !learners of the place, 
1i.eatd w ~er they would or no, what was taught 
to rl\'& feh I.fellows; tg,fe inftru8::ions form'd and 
'feafon"d th ~~nd little to chriftianity, and 
~ifu'd cliett mind with abundance of good no­

tions and ideas, which, as fo many feeds, in procefs 
o(time, did produeeevangeJieaJ fruit, that is to fay, 
real converfions. 

It were to be wilh'd there were a good number 
of chrifrian fc.hool-ma!l:ers that might teach gr:tris 
i~e5? that would be the bell: means to propagate 
r ·on, and to preferve good m.1.nncrs, and keep 
uR decorum itJ. families ; but the miffianarics are fo 
rar from being in a candition to maintain them, that 
they art' hard put to it to fubfill: themfclves ; far 
dley do not lead fuch a life as fame ill-informed, or 

theiill-aff"eded authors would have made the world 
Ii •. e th~ did . Nay, and I fpeak even of thofe 

W~6 art' .f court, who feem by their outfide to live 
. aJ ueuce of all accommodations. It is tQle, 
~! they go in their{~k" (according to the mode 

• • • of 
, 
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of the country) when they g? to vi'\l'PC: !:s of 
qualify ; yea, and they are fometimes. ~cd.' in a 
redan, or eIfe.on horfeback, :lttend by (erV~·t.I~ 
all which is necefTary to keep up th if, '-pd 
preferve the proted:.ion of the Mandarines, (or W:t 

of which the chtiilians would be often opp~ ~ 
but yet that makes the mifficnaries to lead :u1\11ard 
life, for thefe expenees confuming their whole 
nue, or ~nfion, which ne'Yet :J.mounts to an h.uIi<lr.:.:'I·r' 
crowns per Annum, the fmall portioll th. rcm,joa 
is fcarce fuffi~nt to live on. The ' .. 
very decently (not to fay very poorly) ha in his 
haufe, his lodging is very inconvt:l1ient, he ' 'lpcJP 
the hard ground, or upon a vcrf thin quat wid tlut 
fhects : As for his table, •• ~o fu.~al, dlat thea 
is never a monk in Europe to: .... hom the .FlU n 
ptefcribes ruch a rigorou~ abRlD re rom~f them 
pars whole years together \'1lth only ri~ l~inou~ 
vegetables, and water; for the rh~ ~t Ii ~y I 

drank, is .neither plcafan'r1a.Jh~rf • gf;: j 
nor a foreIgner. 

However, 1 fpeak only of the time mat thc"} JIe 
in their houfe; (or as foon as ever they come ad 
to ,ravel about the provinces, and to feek tHe 10ft 
{heep in the villages, mountains, and the mot\: re­
mote places, one is not able to exprefs t~e continual 
fatigues of their miffion; (I fpeak chiefly of ,hofe 
that perform in the weftem provinc~; for"tge 
channels, that water almoft all the provinces of the 
fouth, make thefeperambuiatians Id's tediol; ) 'Fb~ 
it is that they labour night and da-y, lie in • 
with the poor countrymen, and are expofi 
fcarching (un, and the mofl: vehement cb 
times covered :111 over with iilOW, . and Wt!- -ta.~ 
fki ll with rain; and then we meet with li¥.hing, to 
comfort us at our arrival but fervent chrUffu ~ -.:...3 
quire weary us out by the exerc1rc of our'" 
that they expeCt: from us. "- • 
.. ' I ""r: 
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o~nce of Xen'fi, that fell to my care, is 
jargc:A:-in all China. I bad fome chnit:ian 

bli ed within an hUI}dred leagues of 
nne anot. tr, , 'ther I muO: go by toads fo toilfome, 
!bat l'ven nes are of no ufe. They hlve· inule; 
bred in the mountains, and managed for this 'folt of 
iO~' , that is to fay, for the entiet'l: ways; as for 
the thO' ways you are forced to foot it, whether 
. creep' on all four up t-he rocks; br defcehd into 
'L!.l'I.e precipices. You crofs over the vallef ill water 
and dirh 'expofed to ty,gers, but yet ;'lOre to robbi::rs, 
Wh~eat the country does mvour. 

They; re not like thofe fine ways and delightful 
dumpagn:e wovinees of the fouth, which 

d l1lI~ave f~ rather to have made for 
e delight of ilt'fiat,ltants, than for the conveni-

~ce. 'of ftavellers. The vallics of the Alps and 
Pyrelleq(1re much more paff'abJe; -and One may 
yope9f -~5)fChina, that, wh:rc,st is nne, nothing 
11\ the war! noer ; and, 'l',hen It ceafes ·to be (0, no· 
diin,g is rna . .. .. , -frightful . Neverthelef~ 
ftll~·the deadl of father Fabor, nne tak:es delight to 
travel along thofc terlious roads that he watered for­
merly with the fweat of his brows, where ,he qath 
filed abroad that fweet favour of holinefs that 'frill 
upholds the faith of chriftians, and animates the: 
zeal of the miffionaries, 

~1Je oth churches of this province arc mote 
etMf)r come at. I {pent a great part of the year in 
trav,elling frofn village to village, catechizing, 

ching,and adminilhing the facraments to'beJievers 
that alTcn1bled upon my paff~ in all the -places that 
I 'ppointeci, I divided my bme b«w~o them and 
~ idolat~rs, whore. converlion always prOveS .more 
~~t m therc folltary n:mote places .than·in Igreut 
bfS or n the mctropoh.s of a provlhce~ Some 
t-1~m.J-here were, who being already convincca 

of ~ trqth oy reading, Of by their commerce wit:h 
• . • chrifti3.ns, 

. • ! 
I 



400 lbw Ih. o/pel Ii jropofld 
chriftians, came of thl::ir own accord to r~ . ·c 
.tifm: Others £haken, ·and rouzeq either ~ll:tQ. TC· 
lations or friend&, came to heat di(pu{atlo III 

laft furrendered. ~ themrelves to the ~~ (Jefu. 
Chrift: Many allured by novelty, or by the it) 
ty of their neighbours, heard attentively, ru!d alwaya 
dif"puted with a gre:lt d~ of helt; amongit , 
fome there were that withdrew from th~ difi • tiGrr 
more hardened than ever j yet athert; more ,_ 
ful to the~drawings of the Spirit; gave glory to G~~~ 
and humbly acknowledged tJieir errors. All my 
trouble in this fort of c6ntroverfies w~t I 
could nOt deliver myfelf '" I would. \l:.." diffi­
cu~ty of explaining ?,yfe1f: in a foreign la~age~ · 
p!wed the truth of Its w~~l.,~ and P'j.wef tftOLf t · 
If I could but have {poken my Ii ' Vc: tdngut', 
:fhould not have been on'" i..i.olattt'!n m .ttOl'Y, 
that fhould not have "P",td hl" Y ... ""ti> jirQ. 
and then to faith. But bC'idts. thllt; mtn' 1~ 
fpeak enough of it to n'i~k(" CVL.TT ma(mruufable4 
as St. Paul {aith; yet J I , this reflec· 
tion, That he that plants, d he that waters', what 
pLins {oever he may take, and how expert foever 
.he may be in planting and watering well, yet hoeS 
but very little by fhat. , A man ought to refer 
this great work of converting fouls to God ; ' ris 
he alone that caUles thefe plants to incr6le; that 
nourilhes them, and railes fhem up to himle:f~ ae· 
cording to the order of his infinite mercy"and 
eternal purpoles. And at there fet "times 6.100 and 
ordained ill the ctcma.l counfeJs of divme l"'*,ih- I 
nation, how many rimes have T fl'en a ~w wor-J 
ill pronounced, fcn fi bly to triumph I o\~ error. 
becaufe the Holy Spirit, that mailer within tlte c" t'-. 
doth unfold the fenfe of them ; wh~~ ..pl'q .. 
difeourres have had none other etfdr;t ·l,ut' . 
to harden t e heart; when. by a juft-lud 
God was 110 . pleafed to :u:company them 

I u~,~~ . " 



thi Ntw Cbrl il1n, in China. 40i 
trao inary evidence alld demonllr:J.ti'on of the 

. S 'n • 
' . :tu w'ill~ without doubt; mon reverend father,' 

• bc...E}Jed.ing glad to u'ndmbncf ~e n:l~ of the 
'main difficulties VIe meet withal in the converfion of 
the Gentiles. I have obferved three forrs of them that 
(eqr'I pecuJinr to the Chin-efe. Per~ons o~ qu'aJ ity, and 
t:h(,(c who would be thought wife, ohyrled chiefly 

, a~in{t the myfteries : their hearts rore chiefly againtl: 
the Trinity and Incarnation 0 a God tha1- was pene­
trable. a God that could die, was no lefs in refpctl of 
th.~han of the Jews. a flumbling block and a 
pie~ folly. The exiftence of God,' eternal. fu-
~me, ;"finitdy jufl, infinitely powerful. went eafily 
~wn with them ... tJJe convincing proofs of itt' 

that I ury;ed to 'them! made them fometi'mes forbear 
enrenng IIIto the li,as with me thereupon. 

r To proceed in' artier, and to follow the ro:tds' 
"'hien pru.dence and holy fathers have chalked out 
for us on "'!thefe ocrafior..!. I divided our religion 
~to two pal~trl\:, I propofed to them what­
(oever reafon exempt from paffion dictate"! to us, Thaf 
there is a God ; that th~, being infinitely holy; 
enjoins us to love virtue, and fuun ¥ice,' to obey 
pnnces, to rcfpea: our relations, to do no wrong to' 
one's neighbour; that good men, that are oftentimes' 
miferable iii this world, enjo)' a certain reward in the 
ne~; that. on the contrary. wie:ked men, who fpelld' 
tl'reir life in inordinate: ple:tfures, are rigorou!ly pu­
nUhtd after death; that this fame hope and fear, 
th:lt arc the bcgirming of wifdom., arc likcwife the 
.firft rule'- of our demc::mouq but Y(1". tbat the in­
ILmed love, that every man ought to have for this' 
l.,prnUe arbitrator of Ere and death, is capable alone­
,'0 ronde. s perfect:, 

4ft had convinced diem by thefe maxima, I-
bid· cal prattife, with t}tis [pint or"love 'and fi;lr,' 

.. D d,' tncf'; 

• • 



40' 11M» the Gofp,/ js propoftd --there 9ivine.. leffons ; piOftrate yourfelves eve 
before the infinite majefty of th\s God ,that ~ 
acknowledge; it~ this polture, with . ttat'S. in 1'! 
eyes.. and an heart :brokcn and cootnte wIth ~ 
for knowing him fa late, beg of him fro •• 1be. 
bottom of your heart; that he wpuld pleafi to mire 
you to thefe fublimc truths, which rear on dptb 
not difcover to YOll, but which jt hathJJcaf~ 
him to reveal to the world by his belay SoliJ,t 'f 
which at Jfrefent make up the particular charaticr 
of the chriftian f. .. ith. 

It was not always fuch an cafy matter to~in 
what I demanded ; the mo!\: part of the G:ntilci, 
accull.omed blindly to purfue their paffion~ ~und.... 
more difficulty to embrac~ novel kind of li 
than to believe the mon abitr\ffe myfteries. Yet 
(an alfure you, reverend far her, that, of all thofe 
that fuhmitted thereto in eamefi:, I faw not allY 
that was not a few days after dlfpofed to believe" 
the moll. difficult things t.Vhich the new tell.ament 
teacheth \IS. fo true it is, that,.§iJ:~is the gift of 
God. that cannot be acquired by aU the force Qf 
t l."afoning ; and thofe only obtain, who follow our 
Saviour's WHllfd: Su k anti Jl jhall find. k,u,.), and 
it j/JalJ bl opr:ud Jo JOu. God indeed, to accorp.­
plifu this promife, did concur pretty often to the 
cOl\verfiol1 in a moll miraculous manner; and l ob­
fc:rved in ft:veral new converts fo many enligh,ten­
ing!. jl1il upoa their refolving to live well, andite 
confhtnt in prnycr, that the Holy Splnt muA: needs I 
h:lv~ illuminated them. 

f. gentleman, whom reading and difpu!ing had i 
mltde co w:l.ver in his opinion, could noe yet rtfolw 
CO believe ; yet, he determined no~with1l3ndl :11I 
praCtiCe the morality of J efl.\! Chrift'~linl!1r 
that a good life would .. rnuch conduce to J ICl~ 
JPiO:s. At the firfl, his doubts got gro 0 - !tm 
itdlead of being vanqy.ifb.ed ; the more ... . 

• .. . ,If Po" .,--



,.(" ' . ~ lhi New _ chriftiam in China, 4"3 
. "-i U~) the erors, t'he more did his (pint revolt. H e 

CQ parM the fables of his own religion with the 
/" . ign minio1l5 death or a God-mall- that lays the foun­
~ ""'Iiarl tl of ours. They both feemed to him equally 

ridiculous; :\nd, u.kt:, what care he CQuid to feareh; 
nothing could he lind that confirmed him more in 
cfirinianity than in ido1atry. H is re1atlons, and divers 
of his friends and acquaintance, ufed their urman 
"endt--:l.vours to win him over to J eCull Chri/l, but 
nil to no purport:; atld he was jua upon the point 

~
ing up his old courre again, when our blef­

(e ord ftopped him upon the very brink of 
t • ecipice. 

One night (as I had it from his own mouth) he 
aw in his dream~n open; Jefus Chrifl: ap­

peared. to him full of ma;cfly, {i tting at: the right 
hand of the Father, and tin'rounded wj{h an infinite 

r compan y of blelTed fpirirs ; on one hand. he {hewed 
him thofe eternal rewardj that arc promifed to chrif-

( tians; on the~ he difcover'd to him rrofound 
abylTes, wrutfitfie-torments and fhrieks 0 a . great 
many idolarers made gallly and frightful. nal iJ 
Ib;' portion, faith he, with a threatening countcnnnrc, 
if lOON tiifJ nol /oll()W me, Oh! fan. continued he 
with a more mild countenance, MujJ til) a'ojs dif 
CGlfrage )til( ? And mlljl a death, which is Ibe /lJUrre 
0/ My g/ur)'. make you IJjbnmrd? 
<II i liis vifion frightened him, and he :!wakened quite 
another man , he did not look upon it as a dn:am, he 
did not bufy himfelf to find out what extraordinary 
thing clijmce and an ov:!r-heated im~gin:ltiou were 
I.apable oftentimes to produce during fleep: the poor 
.man Fng perfuadoo.) that God had fpoken to him. 
d9,nanded to he baptifed "Vjth II. glt\t deal ofjmpor­
.tGnity \&lay, aud he was 10 far from having auy 
t roQ£rto fuhmit to t he belief of our m yftcries, 
tha~protcfted h(: wonld wi}1ingly part with- hi .. o.l«to. tlefend the fruth of them. 0 

( .. • D d .~ Another, 
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4,04 How the GofPel is propoftd loA.' .-

Another, lefs knowing, but much m~re ):,hI.li- · 1 
nate, did not only not forf.,ke his errors, but pid ~en . 
feoff at and deride our moll holy myfleries, land . ... 
was prc((,Jlt at my int1:.ru8:ions ollly to jeer tJ#nt... :Y '! 
yet had he permitted his wife to turn chrd\:iari, • 
becaufc he was not willing, by croffing her dcfi re, 
to brl"ed a dilturhance in his family: but (aid, he 
wou ld have a great care of following her example, 
for fear the world lhould be apt to believe that all 
his fam il y vhs run mad. 

Being ' naturally of a more CJ)riteiy temper and 
brifker than your Chinc(e ufually are, I el1deav,. ~ • ..:d 
to win b)' f.1.ir means morc than by difpuh rion ; 
at length, perceiving ncither of them prow' tI7~c­
rnal, I went one evening T(I his haufe to fee hirr. 
and taking him afide: I depa.rt to-morrow, fir, raid 
I, and am come to take my leave of you . 1 muG: 
needs confefs, it is not without fame farrow, not 
only becau(e I l<.'ave you, but more efpt:cially be· ) 
( au(e I leave you in your e!:rors. At leaG:, before m y 
departure, do me oue (mall kini.,., ... r~;:- ; your wife is 1. 
a chriflian, /he hath nn image of the Goct.man, whofe 
religion I preach, do fa much as proftra.te you rfelf 
fometimes befor~ this fame image, and beCeech him 
whom it reprefcnts, to illuminate your mind, if it 
be true, that he hath power fa to do, and if he 
be capable of he:-..ring you. H e promifed me he would 
do it, and prClentl y after my back was turned.. he 
performed his promife. .. 

H is wite, ignorant of what had 'pafiCd, feeing 
him upon his knees. adoring Jcfus Chrin by ofren 
bowing his head before this image, fUJYyofed he 
was converted, and fent one -of her relation~ int.: 
a houCe ad}.lining where I was, to acquaint me . 
with it: I ran thither. and found him ftin fo t!b:n 
up in this lld:ion, and in prayer, that I "; . .,d not ~ 
miQ.d to interrupt him: ' 

" 
• 

. 
Asl 

~I ) 



~" th. NnD Chrijlio11S in China. 'loS , 
s foon as he tOfe f l"".Jnl his knees, r told hiltl, 

I QuIet. not li.lfficiently lignify my jey 'to him, oc­
""1"" _ca1i:med by the wonderful chlLl\~e Go..1. had lately 
• ~o\ght in him. . 

H ow! faith he, all amazed, did you fee at (ueh 
:l difi:ance what p:llTt.'d in my mind, or harh God 
rwealed it to you? Jefus Chril\: himfdf, rer1it'd I, 
lets me underftand fa much, for he ncqu:lints tis. 

-that thofe who alk any thing of his Father in l1is 
name !hall be heard. Oh! father, ·cried he, it is 
true, I am no longer the fame man, r perceive my-
re~rr- chrifti:m without yet knowing what chriftia­
ni tans; but pray i.llltru8: me, I nm ready to 
fu m~, and to n'ceivc baptifm this vcry moment 
f you pleafe. -J"'--

!told him, I b:lptifed nobody before I had 6rft: 
inA:ruCl:cd them ; that, being obliged to depart, J would 
nominate a chriA:iall to whom he might have re-

r coutee in my abfe:nce. H e confenrcd to every thing, 
and we profhated ourfelves before this miraculous 
image. to .~hanks to the Divine MajeR),. 
who can, when he (ees good, &om the hardefl: 
fiones raife up children unto Abraham. 

AmongA: fevcral otht'refFefu of that grace, where­
with it hath plellJt'd God to hlt:fs my million. the 
converfion of an old officer in the army feerns 
worth the relating to you. From a private centinnl. 
he was got lip to be t he king's lieutenant in one of 

""the cities of the third order. and,. notwithfianding he 
'Vas very rich, yetJlad he neveta concubine; his wife. 
being a chriftian, obliged him to live in a more re­
gular IUanner tb.n other Mal1.larine"S. But nothing 
could. determine him to tum chrilli:m; not that he 
was bi~att~ to raganifm, his defire of advancing 
~fel ~ in the world took up all his thoughts, 

and .&2had t.ill that time never OWlled any deity but 
~~~une. This indilferency for all forts flif re-

• ~on is of aU conditiops the moil dangerous; and 
) . • po d S l · hav~ 



4"6 Ho." the Gofpel is prof>'ftd t, >,~ 
1 have found by eXJX!rience, that a man ( is ~et 
at a greater diftance from the true [God, t~an h9r 
he acknowledges Ilonc at all. iI 

Yet had he aCgreat value for chrifl ians1 1>:,,,,,,1/' 
he edified by their innocen t life. When I chan,*" 
go to his city, he alwii}'s made me a vilit ; and, 
becau[c he thought it plea fed me, he went fome­
times into the church to lie profirate before the altars. 
I thereupon took occafion to lay the bufiners of hi~ 
falvation hOlhe to him, but he hL-ard the moil: ferious 
things that 1 [poke to him thereupon with a fmile . 
. O ne daYJ fpeaking to h..im of 'hell in a more,.t~tN­
(ring manlier than ufual: You muIl: not be ft'g'rifcd 
p.t my undauntoonc(s, fays he, it would bC..J~t ~ 
Jh::lll~e for an cld officer as .Lanl) to be afraid. Eve 
fi nce r turned [aldier ~ took up l hb re(olution to fe:tr 
nothing ; hut after all, faith he, what rcafoll can ) 
have to fear? I do nobody wrong, I (etYe my 
friends, and Olnl ~.uthful to the emperor, and, if ., 
herctoforo! 1 have been fubjed:. to the ufual difo r­
ders of youth, [ am at prcfen :lerate enough 
in my plcafurcs. T hat is as mllch .. s to fay, re- /.. 
ply'd I, thitt you {hive to gratify the ~'orld, but 
you are no wife [o!liotous to render to God what 
you owe fa him.; ,could you imagine you !houk;l be 
:l good officer, in difcharging the particular duty of 
your calling, 'if you refus"d at t he fame time tq 
pbey and acknowledge the emperor, 

tTis not enough to be: regular in all the aCtions of 
!l private life; the principal duty of a ";uhjcCl: is to 
fuhmit to his fovereign~ ancl tbe whole ry f. 
man is to own and fear ~(xl. Yeu are ~I ._ rag 
(ai~h he, ) do fcrioufly think it. You i4k Ka IDo"" 
vain reply!J I, if that god~ which I f~ Qd· 
of, does not give good thQughts.. .B~g ( .) i1ll tit: 
~ening to enlightcn your underftandiug witt 
~ear 'your voice; but dp ynu remember alfo \t;q\ 
H~ ~i~ and follo~ it: -



. A{J;b' I could hope no more from this difcourfe. 

~
from feveml other preCeding ones, yet ] ob­

{j , lie was wrOll ht upon: I mentioned (ome 
~ .[tJc thing to his wife, who toolta.an occafion there. 
~n to fpeals home to him; and one of hi~ officers, 

• beiiik very zealous and well intlrud:ed, ddiroo him 
at leall: to affill: at evening prayer to be performed 
ilf his houfe. His prefcllcc flirred up the fervency of 
his domeflicks, and they all begged of JcCus Chrill, 
that he might be converted, with cries and tears, 
which the infinite goodnefs of the Almighty can 
(carce ever withfiand. 

Pmm this very moment he bcg:m to waver, and 
the xarious though ts he revolved:11 his mind :t grent 

"\Partdf the night. concerning the danger wherein he 
""wu, made him tah~'~ a refolutiol1 to go thro' with 

religion. But our Lord inf\:ruaed him cQncerning it 
immediately; for, he fcrioufly protdh.'d , that being 
a little flcepy, he had {uch horri ble reprefentations of 
hdJ, that he was 110 longer in filfpcnce whether 
or no he Jbould refolve: Upon his awakening, he 

\ found him~ chrifl.ial1, or, at k-aft he took up 
a firm refolutiol1 {o to be as fool1 as pofiible he could. 
H e forthwith repaired to the church wilere I (,1id 
mafs; when it was finiilied , r was furprifcd to (toe 
him at my feet begging baptitin of me, with his eyes 
bathed. in tears: weeping, I fay, for fcaree could he 
utter his mind, fo much did his fighs and tears in­
terrupt hisdifcourfc; H e (peke likcwife with a much 
more confid~llt air, and there wa9 obfervcd , i.n his ac­
tion, 1 know not what fort of fear that had fei:z.cd 
~m, of which he was not mafier. \Vherher it 
'Was that his imagination was fiill f.'1t.itten with the re­

" "prertrftat~ of hell, or whether God!by thischallge 
'!Jii.:.pJeafe~ 0 m*e us, $ welJ as him, appre­

.-fielmve all the brav~_ry and haughtklefs, that war 
is Cl~le J infpiting, .is not.proof agflin1: that fav­
~or Which he d •• " (when it ,pI<;o(es,biQ)) i"to 
~ q,o!\ qnd)lun(ed hearts, • I 

• -



DjM to ., 
I had a great mind, accorqj.ng to my; • m .1 

.take (orne time to examine and inftrud: bun. bt 'he 
proteA:ed that he would not go out of t ~~ citl 
he was baptiCed :,., PerhopJ 1 jhtill die Ibis ur:ty ~bl,. 
{aid he to me, nn(yotl 'Would lie griwtd 10 !:t.f:; • ~ 
Itrnally danJ1ud. H is refolutioll not td"(t.-..,.(;lkc. m: • 
t he intreaty of chriftians, that went do to tI.e 
ground to me to obtain this favour, and r kn "lIT ~o, 
what internal motion -prevailed upon me. I . • 
him about ~I.·ery point of religion; he Ql~e:ri\ood 
one part of it, and it!amed th-= refl with fo ",tid" 
eafine(s, that two hours after I thought I couJd ini­
t iate him into our myfleries. }-ljs convcrfto!1 made 
a great noife in the city, fevera l idolaters fono~d 
his example; and, fince in heaven itfeJf th &i. 
jo'cing at the repentance ofot)11e 'tnncr, theft is rq 
qucJljon but the faints and angels were joyfLJJ.of.t,b.: 
convcrfton of thi.~ very man . . 

This fubmiffion of our {pirit to the obfcul'l!!.t my,; , 
ftcries, how difficult {oever it may [eem, yet is it not 
thc thing that troubles the Gentiles moA:; feveta1 
orher confiderntions are greater r\i'SS"':n th'eir way. _ 
T he firli is the refti t~'tion of ill+gortcn goods, which 
in referencc to t he merchants alld Mandarincs is all 

'l.Imoft ullfurmountable obfl:acle. 
Injufi ice and cozenage are fo common in China, 

in thefe two conditions, that few of them thcre are 
who have enriched them fcl ves any other way, A 
men:Jwk always P4ts off his wares at the deareft 
rate he can poflibly, and never utter.t his g mer­
chanai1.c but when he cannot get rid otJUt 'N.d, Cun.­
ning and craft, fo peculiar to tru.. 11.bDn, kem ~ 
intitle it to the right off0,Phifticatin : II tJa.U • Sut 
the fanttity of our r~JiglC:~n doth n(JI. .' !\it"" 
human laws tolerate : a man, wh91 " Q _. me 
rich by unjuft deaUng, muA: come all~ ~ l' 
accounts with God, when he does in ea \Cit ir..k Joe 
I~ ~Ol)'l.e to the ~wledge ~f h~, I ~ft - , 



t " r 1 

~
nevtr infilled upon this point but it made me 

trC Ie. This is for the moll parr: a rock of offence 
to a inke . 
• T ~ do not boggle at the myllei cs, not ever call 

, ~in quelli<?Ji; and the tear on is, Qccaufe they (ecm 
'not ~ut1tfr fpecularive fciences. But as to the 
bufinefs of morality, they have a certain penetrating 
ap~efs, and think themfelves little inferior to us. 

, It is very true, fays a merchant to me one day. 
" man is not allowed to defraud or do wrong to his 
~ neighbour; but it is not I tbat cheat when J fell too 
• pear, or when I put off my bad fluffs, the buyer 
~ abufeth himfe.!f. As he for his part ddires to have 
" them for nothing, or as little as he can, if I agree 

to it ;- (0 I likewife am in the right to exatl large 
rates from him, ~.;d t~ceive them, if he be fa 

, fimple as to give them me. This is the fruit of our 
f in.du(l-ry, and this profit is no violence, but the 

.' ~lfed: of my culling. that teaches me to improve 
• , trad , my e. 

• Moreover. adds he. aItho' it fhouJd be t rue that 
!t I fhouJJ p.rters another man's goods, and that I 
, lhouJd have committed a fault by enriching myfelf 
~ at his coO:, how can 1 have the confcience at prefent 
~ to ftrip my children naked and reduce them to beg_ 
I gary? Believe me, father, thofe, from whom I have 
C extorted what they had, have, I'll warrant you, 
I done as much. to others, who 'again have enriched 
I themfcJves after the fame manner. Here it is the 
, cuttom to peal th~s, and every one in particular, 
I <if they have any rcafon) ought mutually to par-

on 0 e another for thefe fma1J faults, otherwife 
C muA: undo and overthrow whole families, and 

)K . diforder worfe than the mifchief that 
I 0 b~ f,:':wittoo. As for my part, J .... freely 

on l,a'tlfc: who have chowfed me, provided no­iiFY 'TIl maIeR: me about the pretended wrong 1 
•• ~ nc him.'! . • 
, ~ '. This - . . " . 



~T"r--"""ZIl""'_ .!f'pPI 7ff1I'ilfRfiirrJ;'-­
.. This is the language of t.l,1e children 
of whom Jcfus Chrin. faith. 1{bal ;/;J "A,,.,,,,., 
t omt/ to go through the tye Df Il ,"cdlr, 'W'" ,"" 
11U11I 10 e1ller ill/pthe Ithtgdo", of beo'lJt1I. 
ceprefe.'lt to them what he pleafcs, t!et 
have their own way. bein;; mort: obduJ':lte ,;';;1I"i'H",d, 
for they feldom fail of admiring juftice llll 00 

biafstd humour in others. See here an exal!lp~ 
what I fay, whereof I have been wiOlefS myfclf. 

A '"youog man travel ling in the province of XuUf, 
where I chanced (0 be, found a pune upon th,e t'lJ J, 
of about ten or twelve crowos .; he had the ::tlY 
to in<).uirc after the perron to whom it belonged •• hit­
he mIght reltore it. T his was look'd upon aJ ~ he­
)'oicai aCtion by the Chioefe; now the Man rU~ d't 
the place would not let""tl'itn de,it without a rc 1_. 

pence ; he made an encomium of it himilM iu • 
difcourfe that was printed in a large chander, and 
affixed upon the palace gate. . 

But God Almighty, to whom even natural virtues I 

are acceptable, was infiniidy more grnci()us to t his 
young man; for. proc~i;ng on hiSjcrsrney, a perfofl 
unknown to him acconed him. and fa.id , how came 
it to pafs that rou reftored the money (0 generoufly? 
Do not you k now that it is none but the dllift.ians 
duty to do fu ch things 3S theft:? A nd know, that, in 
the nate wherein you are, an rour moral actions-wit! 
not hinder you from being dam·ned • believe m~, you 
wil l do well to go to the (atber of the chrift:iall5. and 
embrace their religion. ,,,ithout whic~ all your up­
rightnefs and natural ~quity will fraud you ill no 
ftead after death. 

He immediately oOOy«1, and "'o .... 'd l"rJc<,.'6r<;l 
me out; he related to me, with abur:i:tu. 
ftmplicity; what had happc:n~d to IV 
aoon be would be faying,J\Yhat is it tt 
And what would you1ta..'~nne do ? I 
with fo much the more ealine(s, Jxi,. 



It":;~~;;~c~ in a word, he was endued with fo and candor, that I was much nken 
that wben I found him wdl difpofed, 

I-o<t,cdled to the bapcifing of himf and put hinl in 
his good inclinations for the futurt. 

who uoderlbnds the blind fide of the 
Chil)efe as to matter ()f inttreR:, hath infpircd the 
idolaters with a maxim that always -retains th~m in 
their errors. The people funey that one is cbriftian 
cl:I::;i~:~ jf he be poor, and that chriA:\anitr was the 
" of beggarly fellows; fa that if there happen 

misfortune in a family, if there chance to be a 
ph;i~i,m in it. all others prefently lay the blame upon 

t.P;~b~:.~::~.~I:o~~;1d him with their imprecations. One cOlIl­
. a !l:rong faith.u:fi!1: this perfecutioll, and 

when onepropofes toan ido!atet,prepo£t"efs'd with (his 
falfe ielea..., to embrace the chriftia.n religion. ioward 
grace mu,fi: be exct.'t:ding Ilrong to oblige him to fa­

. 'cri6ce his fortune, and CO forfake, as he ima.gine$, 
aJl his temporal interefts. 

This very ~n (WAYS almofi: with all the Man­
riarines, who venture aU as (oon :lS they think of be­
I=omini chriftians. Father Adam's full, that drew 
along with it (0 many illuftrious fami lies in the late 
perfccution, makes their hair (l;ill {land an end. They 
,ltnow that the religion of the Europeans is not ap­
proved of by the laws, and withal. that they may 
deprive all fuch as embrace it of their lives and for ... 
~\llles. What protedion foever the emperor r.ay 
grant to the I1UAiollaries, he may hereafter revoke it, 
he nlay die, and the .parliament watch all opportuni­
tiel ·Jll~able ta f'9Ot out chriltianity; fa that the 

~
IOfing the deceitful riches of thil'Y(orlddeprives 

2. ~itu • people Qf eternal blcAibgs, whioh they 
c h,~c.~dr-'V~lut:, oor know the worth of. 
/ Bllt no if a ,-Ma.ndW..e. who has any work of 

. his ·!wart. wave all thefe confKlcrationJ • • 
Qis cQ11vemQtl be meets with ~oEhfr 

• 
. n~fJbl; 



4-'2 Hvw the GoJPtl is 
notable obfracle to his pcrfeverance, fi-ill mo"f.lilfi. ~ 
cult to furmount than the former; linceqhe 
of the officers arc not capable to fupply tne 
-pences of theil' family. they have 
to m:t.intain it befides injufticc. 

The minifters of flare, and chi"f I,o'el;denls oi ro. 
vereign courts of judicarure or P ekin, do uud«hand. 
exad: confidcrable Cums from the viceroys ; fl.11tl dide: 
latter, to make it good, have reoourfc to the prin 
cipal MaAdarines of the province. who agaill lay 1\ 
taX upon the fubal tern officers : none dare prdumt: 
to difpenfe with it, without running into the da.o'igtT 
of being quite undone; infornuch that everr <mt f 
them; that he may maintain his poil, g'l~ artt-"'~ 
getting mone! by hoo~ by crook. 

This miniftry of inju{lice, which tho O\t1i1ition of 
the grandees, and avarice of fome of inferiot rmk, 
have introduced into the empire tince the btl: feVO· 

lution. gives a mortal blow to the eftablifNnenf' ur. 
our moA: holy faith upon a fo lid foundation bccauk 
a chritlian Mandarine ceafes to be· a good thri I, 
if he Reeces and robs. or elfe he ctafes to l' MArH 
darine if he do not cheat. 

However, we meet with a great many r 'h n., 
whom providence preferves. who have no · bowd 
the knee to,saal. We have feen in China, ,. in (J 
primitive church, fame examples of this t ·rl1-iun 
generolity, that count the goods of this" 1 , 
nothing. in hopes that the kingdom of heav 
one day be their inheritance. During the tl 
the perfecutioll there pall: an hundred thillg5 ' 
nature, that might a.ftord mattor of edific:c.:ir i 
being I fet down nothing but what I l. l~ 
ftlaU content myfdf to relate a more ~ C:.l,h, • 
which likewife much affeCl:ed me. "'-

A fervent chrillian, of the province 0 ,!j a( .' 
be)1ad enriched himfelf in divers honi IJ,"W-' 
rbys, did allaft retire from the world, 

• • 
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'~i;;;;~~~ of his eO:ate in the fervice of God~ 
t, of the other in leading a peaceable and 

w~th his family. H e had built 3. church 
whither I fomctimes-went to ad mi­

and b:tptife the catechifts, 
,whom care to train up himfelf ; bu~ 
his hpufe ftandircg in a place that was a great thorough­
fare, the troops, that are continually going and 
'Coming in China, laid all his grounds wane, not 
elaring to do the lean damage to thofe of +tis neigh­
bour idolaters; and this is the rea(on that induced 
thetn to deal with him at this rate. 

The Chinefe are wont publickly to belch out curfes 
J,., oga;nlt teore that do .them wrong, ef pccially, if they 

cannot be revenged of them other ways. If a mall 
hath bet:n robb'd in his h~re, and one cannot dif­
cover the robber, every moming and evening, for 
feveral days together, the family's bu{inefs is to cune 

. h im; the father, mother, children, and the fervauts 
take it by tums, and relieve one another in this exer­
cife, and wifh him all mifchief imaginable; t hey 
ha,ve (if I may [0 exprefs it) Formub.'s of foul lan­
guage, and dire exprefiions, which they repeat an 
hundred times, bawling as loud as poffihly they arc 
able, at the gate, or upon the haufe-top; and they 
imagine that the robber will come to fame harm by 
them, wherever he be, ' rill fuch time as he hath. 
made amends for the wrong. 

N C"";lhj).nd;ng. there is not ant of an hundred 
robbers, give any heed to this tedious 

yet, fame there be that are flighted at i~ 
.fear prevents abundance of violence. Chri-

who love their enemies, and wiih well to thofe 
iII are.iar. from curfing them; fa 

. ~~~~~;:~ I tala you of, fearing the tuNes 9 fpared their goods; aud, fearing na­
the wrath of this zealous chrillian, they 
hi, haufe, Il:~le his fnl it, cut down· his 

'2m, 



.P4- 1!17W Ih, GolP" is pro 
torn, and pluck'd up his ttees; (0 y 
ordinary patience drew upon hi'm. • . 
which otherwi[e would have equa1J (;q-.-n " ... 'J!l 
others. ,. • . • 

H "is friends, morc concern'd ~ ,, ' 
himfel f, often laugh'd at his infentib!enE:f , ,ud 
pro3ch'd him pretty much in the fame ~n 
Job's friends did him on a ruch like occiiiol1, Ityl: 
him, that all his bleffing of God would riot fecure 
him from lafing his dlat~ and probably not from 
ftarving; Benldi, Deo (31!1tJrrr" Blefs G9Cl and~ie. 

They were always teJ~ng him, that it was a ftfa~Gc 
thing, that, for the bite obfervance of his religion,::t 
would fee himfelf reduc'd to the UlmaR' t!XeremitYol 
If fo be, fay they, Yb~.re afraid youne!f to utter 
curr~ ag:iinfl: thofe rogues, fend olle of YOllr fcrvants 
to do it for you, or eire let out your eftate to Gentiles, 
Who will not be trdubled with thefe ridiculous 
feruples. 

This good man aboundihg in a Jively faith, and 
that god ly fimplicity fo conformable to the ~o(peI7 
made anfwer. That all he had was at God's difpofal, 
t hat he would preferve it; and that, upon the whole, 
he had rather receive hurt than do any. H e told 
me one day, my children take it very ill, tHat I 
leave my hou(e and· goods, at fixes and (evens, to be 
plunder'd at this ratl:!. You know r have my patti. 
cular rea(ons to do thllS, but they have none at all 
complain, fince the goods do not be~ong to diem; 
they have wherewithal to live" witl'o being be­
holding to any body, upon what I haVe" erved~~ ·., 
my(elf; but altho' they fhould be in wlll14 y\."t 1 ~lIUl 
rather, when I come to die, leave exa",pl~ of >""'-"­
rue fottheir portion, that contribute tOfC~r~, ~« of 
their fouls. than riches. that may ..... l11& .JX: '"7ii:rl~ 
them. 

ihe!e fentiment§; moR reverend father, 
«natter of jby, thnt I am not able to up 
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.>u. J &.iJ tometimes to .myfelf. in the exccfs of rrrr 
y tf Ilur,e. mort jlJilh ,ba" Ibal JIJ /fruJ' No. 0 
~. I &\Lve loft nothing by leaving France, finee 
'loCi fome faints here , tby Spirit b411t~ i1JJm{ filled all 

Jht tr.cLb, and j at profound fcience of falvation, 
Ithat we In Europe have enjoy'd (or fa many ages. 
begins Ilt length to be (pread abroad to the extremi­
ties of d'c world, by the ftupcndous efficacy of 
thy holy word. 

N everthelefs, becaufe his children wcre'9t:ry urgent 
with mc., to find out fome way or other to rcmo:ly 
thi» difotdcr, and that indeai it ,ns convenient to 
rl";'Ncnt the Gentiles nn.licc: from prevailing OV~ the 

t...:hriflian5 patience; r permitted them, on fuch oca­
ftons as thefe, to make ufe3/ ';'hrcateninS' inftead of 
curlings; and to tell thein, J wiln you no harm_ "ea, and I for~ive that you have done me; but 
God. who pleads my caufe, know.! how to J'llnilh. 
,tho' ( do not pretend to do it i tbe time will come, 
when you !hall be Lmittcn with all the anathemaOs 
that your unjull: violence dcfervcs, aDd that curie, he 
fc:ntb on lOU at prtfent. w:U b: to you the {Duree of 
all the miferie. which his law forbids me to wilh to 
you: this expedient took eAiXl:, and the chriihans.. 
growing eloquent for their own interefi-. did fa JiveJ y 
reprefcnt the judgment of God, that the idolaten 
durft no longer blame them. 

The fecond obA:acte in my way, in converting the 
Chineft; proceeded from the multitude of wives 
which thc la\n of th.at country permit them; that 
is. in refped: of the pet:fons of quality only, what 

~
oe& • th~ own wi ... ~. tae as many concubines as 

arc: able to maintain; for, as to the ordinary 
(0 ':bey have: not wealth enough to allow this cx­
penQ ~~e~ are by their condition de-

• barr'S(roryau o~ di~ltrtifenlOlts. they are permit. 
'~nlY to eat DOW, and tho with their friends, rutd 

. . . ~ a ph.y; pnW~1 tuulli the air, hun!Jngt 

. I . pnlO't< 
• I 



is 
private vifits. publick. aJfernhJies , 
upon in lhem as crimes of ilate; fo tb 
no further than their hauCe to find wh ! 
fupply the wafi't of thofe pJeafures whi. • 
abridge them of. \..r..o s" . 

H ere and there one of them applie$­
ftudy, as the furea means to a'dvance hill'!. 
greateft part of the Mandarines compof" 
feraglio, wherein they (pend all the timt; 
can {teal from their affilirs. One may Judt c. 
how little they are inclined to depnve I 

of de1ights, to be fatisfied with one wife, 
nay. and many times antipathy, have ~ 
too much difgufied them. 

It is true, ~hofe, w""-~ converted, are ... 
to take one of their concubines to wife, 
lawful {pouCe hath not a mind to tum chrij 
the laws prohibit them to do fo: and in C 
cannot divorce his wife, except in fome 
particular cafes authorized by cuftom: man r, 
relations of her, whom her husband fhould 
repudiated. would certainly be revenged 
nay, and would force him by Jaw to take l-
fa that, when we propoft:: to the Manda 
other difficulties of our religion, they difptr 
confider how to conquer them t' they. do· 0( 

to do violence upon their inclinations; but 
point difcournges them at firll dalh, and depriv~ th ~ 
of aU thoughts of being converted. I rrv}~ 
a notable example of what I fay. " 

I was going one day from one viUage to ~''''' 

in pretty bad weather and, makinS- hafteto gtt-"~f.,,It~"'rl 
in time, J heard an horfeman behind, who ~ 
up to me; he was a man of between fifty an ....... 
(core, well mounted, and atCSd'&rby V.,-.. WIt 

as foon as he had overtaken me, he told me, ~rtM. 
great efteem, he had for the chriffian re.I~~.l 
him Come thoughts of getting himCcIf fullJ •• ~ 

l • 
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l t.heirin, and that nothirig could eyer be able to divert 

him"" fror4 th.is refohirion, becaufe he perceived in his 
· ind :t wonderful defi!'c to embrac .. it. This ardency, 

aith I, ftr, 'iiliollt 111 doubt comes from God; 
• lIem-shlk,,~ do not infpire fueh like fentiments 

c.- into you; fo r my p:lrf,. I am ready to affift you; I 
hope, ~ your part, you will be perfuaded to follow 
the \'oi~hat- calls you. We were afoot in the mid-
dle of :l great highway, and. taking him;liide a little, 
I began to inllruct him : every thing: appeared ra­
tjonal to him; and, afr.er having run ovq all the 
M-yft~ries that arc moll: difficult, I advikd. him to 

'follow me into tht! church, whither it was my duty 
to go, hen 1 call'd to mind.that I had forgot the ma­
terial point; r fuppofe, {j~ded I. that you have no 
conCUOOlCS, or, at teall, you are reColved to fend them 
packing , for. without doubt, YOli ate not ignorant, 
that it islnot allowed chri£t:ian! to marry feveral wives. 
The religion which I preach. and J efusChrift taugh t, 
applies itfelf principaJly to wean our hearts from fcofual 
pleafures. o."1Y, and doth even fomctimes exhort us. 
to deprive ourfelves o£.thofe which rcafon permits. 

H ow! faith he, ll:artled at this, am I obJig'd (i f I 
have allY thoughts of being a chriRi.an) to turn off my 
concubines? Ah 1 what hurt is there in keeping them? 
Wlut will people fay of me in the world? \\That will 
become of my children? lAnd what will become of 
myfelf? But. is th:!.t really all article which cannot be 
difpen(ed witah? I endea.vour'd to pacify him, and 
make him apprehend that he labour'd under a mitlake, 
'r: ovc;come the Jimcultics ofbis convernon,he tc-

.. -: .... "whoJly upon his own natural flrength,and prefenc 
!t'oon: God, faid I, who k nows our corrupt na­

tu~th fefret ~oos whereby to affiG: us, that 
We do &,;l.t firft fo~ch as dream of; endo.vour 

• ,only to kecr a1ive that good will he hath granted 
~~wil accomplifh. the refr, you will find )'.Pur­
~ed in tefFt of.thisl.. as of all other things • 
•• ( t:; e .He 

IL.~._. 



lfIll H;W ,be. (;o/I't1 is fropoji 
H e liflened to me a good \",hlle without ii '" 

a word, burat length taking his~leave df tnt QO tho. ). 
rudden, and makJng a low oow, he moun briik 1 •• 

,on horre-back, puts fpu~ to his hani and rida nlr. 
fIxed towards t he place from when - . ; I · 
quickl y loll: light of him. but methought 1 aill (:uv 
him, fo livCly was his countenance fo r ~c. t e 
imprinted upon my {pirit; and I am ftiW""dui dif 
confolate fqr loling a foul in an inftant. w ,ie. the 
grace of our Lord J efus Chrifl had ~ (i) ~ 
pre Fing for me. 

But 'now, in refped: of womens converfion. Cr.' 
much more difficult. A concubine, for e:xantpl 'itc, 
knowledged the verity of reJi~ion, and thl:' Jnirt"ll~ 
blenefs of her flate alLcrtthldittol1; fhe had l\ 'eat 
ddire to come out of it, and receive baptifJTI J WAS 

told her. that the ilra fiep that fuith aCGui~d of ~ 
was to live ft:parately from her pretendedm~' , . 
and to fonake her fins, fa far fhe confents~' JIlL "' • 

{he defires it with all her heart; but to obferv wlu 
fhe reprefents to herfelf: I belong to a M .. a am 
who bought me, if I go out of his doors h h:lth .. 
right to claim me, and take me again, and .f, . 
punifumcnt Hpon me as his flave. Ifby god! f". • 

I avoid his purfuit, whither can I retire to 00 J. more 
: tec'urity? M y killd ml. who fold me, daro h.V4 
bour me, and 1 fhall infallibly fal l into the :ud 
:mother perf on, _who will engage me in the • f 
I feek to avoid; I mun. therefore remai.., in r ct de' 
where I am ; bbt-how {hall I be able to rdin- 11 bru ... 
tifh fellow, who only confult& his paffio~ •.• h il~_~ 
by the laws :md example of the whole em);ire? leU. 
to no purpore to lay before him the holirrcif .. t'JI: . \~ 
ftianity 'that I delire to embra~y in.trea ' • 
yea, my refinance, and all t'he efforts that "f. 
can ' make, are not able to hi.nder him ; nevar1Ji..L, 
i ~ 'reCoIved to ' rUn aWAY whatever it c. 
o rder me to do (chnetl)ing, bUr- ptJy do dot 

!/aptifm. ' t • " • 
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:'It ~ro falls out (om~imes; t hat an idolater., taking 

dilbJl:e Is:. fome extravagant caprichio of his chri,fi: ia.1l 
wife. does wrohgfull y accu[c her. ~Ild obtains leave, 

• by the fon.::~t mOllt'y, fa fel l het to anot;ber; ),ca, 
t ' foi¥i'etiil lthout any legal procofs of juO:ice, he 

tkJls her, and recin-s ir.to IttlOther province ; this wo­
man ~s into t he hlnds of another man .. ho w OUt 

fhe avo~ lin. receive the f lcrnments, and perfC:"ere 
in the fii ith? In truth, t he mil1i.onari~ :ire.at their 
wit's end, having at that t iU1C no other cout fe to take, 
but to go to prayer, thlt God, who finccrcly ddir-es 

_ l he fa lv:ltion of nil mell , \\:ould .pleafl! to m~kt! uft! 
IVof thofe {cere! means, t hat ius almIghty power IS wont 

to pr&:iucc, ,when his ordinary providence, and the 
efforts of our good dt:fi~provc ineffedual. 

W e have, morl: reverend father, fo much the more 
;/ rt2.fon to hope for thefe diftinguifhing favours from 
. God in fuch like OC060 11S, becaufe he often grants 

them, even then when we do not judge t hem ,ahfo­
lutely necetfary . It is t rue, miracles are not-fa com­
Jnon in China. as the flate of that empire would feem 
to require ~ Tohe emperor, to whom we have re­
lated thofe which God hath hem pleafed. to work in 
other nations, does fomctimes reprove us for it. Are 
we, faith he; in a wane condition tha.n the Rlrbari­
ans, that have fa &equentlv feen their 6ck healed , 
:lIld their dend raifed to life? 'What have we done 
fo God, th'\t he renders our converfion fo difficult? 
You come from the utmoA: ends of the earth, to 
preach up;J. new law to us, contrary to natw:e, elt-"'f a~ve reafon: h it juft, that we lhould take 
'0 r word for it? D o fame miracles that m~y , war­

the truth of your reJj~n: and 1·11 pafs myw.ord 
for1Jir.,fineerity ~ t urh. I 

e 1i~ve frequently told him, that God was the 
and gwer of thefe gifr~, and t hat: he.:difiri­

according ~to the decrees of Ws.::c:a.'roal 
that it is out of our fpherc:: to fathom their 

E. ~ dq,th, 
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. depth; that fornetimes he did not 
digies in killgs courtS, becaufe hJ fn!i'i:"", 
they were likely to make of theAt; fo."'}im,~ 
caufe giving thembett:er parts and abilities. 
penetration than to others, thefe ~ ~~;;,_ 'I 
were fufficie!lt for them; whereas the { :: : 
and the rude, unciviliz'd nations, ~-~ ,' ,­
the (t:nftblc marks of his aimightincfs, ' O' r\'", 

cary difcovcring of the truth; yea, and 
than probable a1fo. that ClMlai prudence, i at 
fueh enmity with the Spirit of the bleffed l efus, the 
foftnefs, ambition, and luxury of great pcrfOI13 I 
draw upon them this terrible chaftifemenr, and t.h~ 
God in his juA: judgment rcfufeth miracles to FrOpS. . 
who do themfd ves ref~ [uhmit to the moll J\!alll 

and ordinary laws of nature. 
Bu t, Illy lord (have rome Te:plied) tlie chari:y'" '" 

that great number of mifiionanes, who jo~ fiJ ' ''' 
forfake Europe, where their quality, efl:atcs., ana . 
fcience ought naturally to detain them; w}, tir 
-verfe a thouf.1.nd dangers. to come hither to L:ifk~ 
themfelves to the happinefs of your people _ an~ 
with fo unhi:1 tt<>d and conlhnt zeal, fir: Is Itot there 
fomcthing of a prodigy in it? And fhould it not be 
as powaful to perfuade you as miracles ? If they. be 
fuch knowing. learned men as your majefty allows 
thern to bc:, how· do they abufe themfelves? And if 
they be wife, as you fcern to think them, why do 
they ahalldoll 311 the pleafures of this world, to corne 
fo far to dec<..-1ve others, and all to "no purpo(t it 
After all the reflediolls they have made this h . .m<11<l' 
years upon the different religions of China., lh f ~ 
not one of them, who hath not judg'd tht.: ~1 
wholly contrary to reafo9; but, dunng fa man ,~ 
that we have examined the c~reljgion 0, 0 O'e 
nor obi'erved amongtt us olle wife man, ana f ~ I I 
moral~ that hath {ufpeaed it of hHhood. TbJc 
anfWhs do ufually put hi.m to a ftand. 0 
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b JJ~m to make certt i~ refledions that do not a little 
difturb lim. 

In ilion, maR: reverend (adar, if miracles be 
f • wanting atJek in~ the butinefs is otherwife ill the 
, . pro\";;:s t; eral are there wrought. and thofe of 
~ Eer Faber arc fa gellt't':llly known, that it is (orne· 

wha ifficulr not to believe them ; Ilo t that J 0 

.about t julUfy all that is related of thofe, flor of a 
great many more prodigies, which tlley relate on 
fmall grounds: but, you'll give me leave not to 
doubt of thefe whereof I myfclf have been witnefs • 
• nd peradventure, moft reverend fath \:r. you rely fa 

t 
much upon my finceriry, as to be inclined to believe 

. th~m iikewifc upon my lcilimony. 
In a village in the p~ce of Xenli , near the 

ity of San.uyen, there lived an idolater, devout in Ais way, and extremely addiCl:ed to thefe fuperfl:itions : 
· at the time of ful l moon, he burnt commonly. in ho­

nour of his gods. gilded , or fi lver'd papers, wrapp'd 
up in different figures, according to the cullom of 
the t ountry. One day, preparing to offer this kind 
of facrifice before his gate, t here arofe a f1:orm that 
forc'd him to re~ire into his houfe, where he lighted 
the iaid papers in the midd le of a haH, without tak­
ing any farther care; but the wind, blowing open the 
gate, drove them up and down every where, and 
they had not time to prevent one part from flying 
into a f1:ack of fuaw, which fet fire on the houfe. 

P eople caqle running, but the conflagration became 
fo furious, in a moment, that it was imJX'ffible to ex­
'~; ilb it. The houfe, on one fide adjoining to the 
ido rer's: bclong'd to a chriftian. and by this time 
~~ 'd (half cllcompaffed with the fhme dri ven furi~ 
oull~y' the ' wil1dl..t~be in danger of being quickl y 
qui te t:o't~med. This1x>or mall, attellded with cli-

• Vets ot.hers, get \IPilll the haufe-topt and did his en-
• ~av ~ but aU in . in, to defend hiJllfelf frollftht= 
~ ~tion; when his· brother very confidently 

E· • '" ~ e 3 CaJll~ 



came as near the fire as hedurft poffibly. full 4 
his knees upon the tiles, and looking up to hOlVo!rt, A 
raid, 0 Lord,i"ja1:( no! Jbfljtlbal pilI their truJ :n l;rfl, 
aU that /bOf/ bnjllltjJrAlJtd UpOff us is btre; if tt l' I~~ .,~. 
the wbolefomjly is rtduettl to tbe utmtji (G1m",I] . !;f/ 
forvl ii, 0 my God. and J pronJi.(e bqor'?,fJt,. i . t " , 
wilJ nJ!rmblt ali (be cbl"ijiiam i ll (be ,uigbbourh.;l?t!, 
we will go to cburch Ir;gltber, /odemJltfirnlt' ~ 
Id .. tmmt oj the /Ollu. Thereupon. he:: loofed-"'.·'·" 
lique from hie chaplet, and th rew it into the m' ~~ (II 
t he fl ames, th:l.t by this time co\'er'd Palt of th })f)vt1 , 

This attioll. perform'd with fuen a fprigbdy • I 
did equally arrraCi. the ilttentton of chri/lians a.r 
idolaters, .who, mightil)' afionifhed at their CpJ'l1~ 
nian's confidence, expe~ the event of the buftneC,; 
when H eaven • . all on al'Uctden, dedar'd iudf in .11. 

moll miraculous manner: the wind, blowing V1t1J,,·ndY'.~ 
forthwith flacken'd, and a contrary wind? fuon~' , 
than that arifing at the fame time, drove t.ht YtoknJ 
fueams of ~he flames to the oppofi te fide, 11 r'­
houft of 3. wicked (alfc·hearted chriilian, t . t ,. .. 1d 
lately abjured: it was ron fumed in a moment, be.,. 
coming an example of divine vC!lgeanC'C', as' t he 
houft, that Heaven prt.-.ferved, was an evider It,Lf, 
of his protet"bon . . 

1 was :l.t that time fix miks from the village. 'Tit 
true, my urgent bufinefs hindered me from hdhg 
myfelf upon the (pot; but 1 fent very credjh! ~ 
fOilS thither. to bt! infom,'d about it. The • 
firft of all , bore witnefs to the truth; and, fomr ~~ 
after, the chrillians them\bouts, condu8:ed boo 
who was lately heard. in his prayer, appea~ m.,} 
Murch to fulfil his vow. where, with orie: Ilctnrd 
they eccho'd forth the praifes of the great <I., .... "',...... 
aJOIl( is able to ,caufe his V9~O be hear tilt- J 
moft infenfible creatures, to the confufi~ Qf rut,. 
gods, that are not themfeJv~pable!9 t" the . 
voict of rational creature51 
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~ 
, .. SoPle months affCr., there hap~lled :l. thing no Icfs 
(urpl; tin£". the confeqtlences whcrrof were vC'.ry be­
neficiallb religion: >1n idolater., of:m indifferent for • 

.. -Jun~ felt himfelf afl'aultcd. witho an unknown dtf . 
. t(JnP:~; it Jas (0 . catching, that his mother and 

~ . wifelffitHi ill it likewife: two or three times l'l week 
.L ell into fainting fits, which, at the TXginnill~. 

look" 'ke (wooning, and then tum'd again into crud 
- hC'ad-ac , pains in the ftomach and bowels ; fome­

times they found themfelves extremely agitated, ~ 
if they'd had a fever ; they loft the ufe of 'their 
cearan, their eyes rolled in their hods, and men 

tiLldl~;r;(t by fever.l l other unufunl pofturcs, that tqe 
devil ,!lad a hand in the matter. 

T hey were the more ~aded to it, bl;call(e they 
often fo und their houlean put out of order, the 

./ chairs, tables, and earthen veffe!s ov~rthrOlvn. ';lCl t 
, knowing on whom to lay the fault. Thb phY4ciahs~ 

whofe interefi: it was to plfs judgm<n", th~t 'n~tute 
on the one hand, and the malice of i.h~ P:oopleoTthe 
family all the other, were the enufe of tb'efe feved ! 
j1d:ions, made ufe of all their medicines to cure 
them, The Bonzes, on the contrary. alTured them, 
that the devil w~s the author of t~e mifchief, :mb 
demanded unreafonable alms to £lop irs courre. • SO . , 
that the good people, abufed OIl every hand. had 
thrown : .... "ay all the!r cilate, ill four yeats rime, up­
(in the eovetoufncfs of thefe itppol1:ors, :-vithollt 
finding any benefit : howcver, feeing the dil1:empcr 
afforded th. m fome illtervals, they fought )JP and 
down in the cities thet"Cftbouts, for new remedies for 
t.i. -:ir griefs. • 

e (Jay, lhi~ Idolater gains: for this purpofe to 
chief city, he fo,und a thnn~!l upOn the road, 

to ..tf nm he ro!d~'i.: coJldjrjoy; and how mife.rably 
he ~as ilandl~. lio qU~~,io~, r~itl~ th~ chriftian, 

~ but ~~s tpt:: deVil that t~rm('nts yoq: b~r Y1?u well d~': 
~1 ~ why do yOQ fervera bad a m:\A:er~ "'e fhrno 

!' ' . ~ • fl\C~ 



fuch thing, becauCe we ackno'wled.ge one G .-he 
the devils adore; yea~ they tremble before :i:mag ... 
and the crofs Dilly, that we wear about ut-. hir,.J~ 
him from comin~ near us. If yOll will (If 
pidure q{. J crus Chrilt:. and ypu and :"'01" " 
will honour it, it will not be 
the effeCts of it: however it is Coop 
you notqing, and you may juJgc by 
have no other aim but your benefit. 

The 1dola..tx::r confcnted to it, and, h",,~i"\l 
Iy image in the moO: honous.able place hou(~~ 
he profl:rated himfelf before it with rtlpett. 
and begged every day, moming evening. or nUl 
Saviour. that he would vouchfafe to heal bodh 
and inlighten his mind . H is mother and bttT 
1'ollowed his example; imtt. from that very loment, 
the cl emons abandoned the place, of whit~ 
Chrit1: had taken polTeffion. 

Thefc good people I?towing fuongcr andlft_ 
in faith, as the evil (pit Lt gave ground, beg.a 
to think of being converted in good eamf'fi: , 
~'T\e to i Iquire for me at Sigan, the ufua~ 
my rdidcnce, aJld demanded baptifm of 
had already got thcmfeh'es infuuded.; 
moreover got aU the pr:J.}'trs by heart that 
the late catechumpls: bur, their difiemper 
great noire in the ~ountry, 1 was willing ev 
fhoulJ be witndres of this converlion, and fc 
the village myfelf, hoping this miracle mi 
chriftiallity therein. upon a folid balis. . 

Jull uppn illY apF,lling. all the inhabi . tJ 
lowed me to the place where the inugc was {bl! f'ii 
ing. th~n 1 begun to tell ·them, that they w 10\ -

~
Uefi.ion the verity of our religion, God ha~g t 
i:Jf fpoken by a manift"11 miracle .. ..Jmt that I ~ ~~ 
ed them to aLTemble, to infirua and baptit '" 

For, in a word, what do you delire more to bt: CQ 

vin''''! pf file w~crs of rOljr I>m, J!IlH !he 



~:t;mlr God? the demon laughs at you, fa long as you 
oPl'ofe him with nothing but idols ; but he is not able 
w hold it; out againft the image only of the chriT­
tians God. Do you imagine to ef~ tbis God after 
~eath,. ~hofe »Ower hdlowns, and whofe juftice 
It ex~ every moment. 

e multitude intemlpted me by a thOUf:1.!ld 
ridicul objed:ions, which I eafily anfwered; at 
-Jaft, fomeUody told me, that the devil had no hand 
in the malady in queft.ion; that, how e"traordillary 
foever it appeared , it might proceed from feveral na­
ryral caufes : That is, {aid I, the moll rational thing 
),ou can fay, but yet does no way extenuate the 
greatnefs of the miracles. Let the malady come from 
the devil, or from narurc, I will not examine that ; 
but it is certain at leaIl, tMt the cure comes from 
fjod. whofe image this man hath worlhipped; and 
there is no lefs power requifite to cure natural dif­
tempc~ than to drive out evil (pirits. This reafon 
fhould have made an ~llil l imprt:ffion all all minds \ 
but grac~ that ad:ed differently in the henrts, gave 
place in fome to voluntary obduratenefs, whillt it 
triumphed over the obf1:inacy of othen. TWCflty­
five penOIlS at taft ga'iJt "lory 10 G'(Ja, wbD alone 
wfJ1'ktlb grffll tIIOr"IJtls;. ~ti fneil mirabiba magna 
jOttlS; and were !hartly after baptifed. 

Thefe haunting! and infeft-ations of demons are 
very ordinary in China amongA: the idolaters ,and it 
looks as if God permitted it fo to be, to oblige them 
to have reco,.ne to him. Some time after this acci~ 
dent that I but juO: now related, a maid, juft upon 
J.u O'lll.rrfa:ge, was att:lcked with a complication of 
. ft'~ dt(eafes, whoch the phylici.1.ns knew not what 
to I:.)' to, and which the Chinefe are wont to afcrihe 
to rb.: d cmons. Het mother petfuaded her to turn 
rhrHhn, and he, tbat waa to marry her, promifed to 
~II;J.I • church 1:0 the God of the chriftians, in cafe 

r . gan her any relief: as foon as eyep this 
maid 

"' 
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maid h:ul taken this cour~ lhe found h"1i~F_":< l 
only relieved, but perfeClly cured. 

But her hufband was fo far trom 
ample, that he ,rnifufed her fevcral times 
obliged . him to renounce his faith ,. for 
per(uaded him, that tbis ficknefs 
artifice in his mother in-Jaw. and this 
put him into {uch a fit of melallcholy, 
infupportable to the whole family, but efp.a.lny 
his wife, who, from that very inftant, be e an 
objeCt of his averfion. It was in vain to reprefent 
to him his own rnifiake, and the malice of the Borl­
!Les, for he always protefled, that, if {he would not 
take up her old religion again , he w,?uld leag, her an 
ill life all her days. 

God, to undeceive filth, (uffered the demon to tor­
ment his wife as before; fa fhe relapfed into hei 
mer convulfions: file was more efpecially fcared 
the fight of a great company of fpefucs, that Jet hc:r ' 
not have an hour's reft. Thus (aired up and down, 
aoo.ndon'd to her hufband's inhumanity, that beat her 
cnlelly, {he in all appe3.r.lnce led a very uncomfort­
Qble life .. yet, remaining immovable in · he:: faith . 
God always upheld her, and temper'd and allard, by 
the inward fwcctncfs of his grace, the bittemefs of 
thef~ affliCtions; he comforted her likewife by fen? 
tible vifi tations, by his word, and by the unfpeak­
able cogitations that he from time to time infufed into 
her foul: infomuch, that this condition, that gained 
her the compaJIion of all that knew hCc'". was to her ( 
a forctalle of parndife. She exprefs'd hrrfdf much., 
what (0 this purpofe to her mother, who ~ated 
to me with tears in her eyes; for her hulband C'l'"O ..... 
not endure that I fhould fee her. 

At 6rJl, I gave littll" credit to this d~Cfo~~~~h~; 
at length 1 was apt to believe then: was 
fupernatural in it ; for one day, 
Ililbn\ fro,,! tlte chief ';If ... /lere ! 

• 



found . this good woman 
a grt;at comp:my chrill.ians of the neighbour. 

town" which file had taken care to get togtth,er. 
ron~ent that I would come at the very mi. 

1I.~~tbat Ihe . fix"d in her mind, :lnd it fell out 
l.,cccord;n~cl'-"'~ much furprifed me to fce het there, 

no ddign to come thither; and it was only 
that fomebody had, about five or fix hOllrs 

n'Ulde me refolve to come thither. (0 that 
no1boc!ly could give her notice of this my. refolution. 
r took her in priV1t~ to leam of her how {be came 
to. know this ; the told me, that herda~lghter, after 
a violent :alrault of a demon, had. ba:n vilited hyour 
blelfed Lord; that, when this extafy was over, !he 
advi(('d1t::r fa acquaint the chrillians, ;U1d bring them 
to this village, for without "peradventure I would 

thither on ruth a day: In fine, added {he, not 
~;';n. able to come thither myfclf, and Il-eiOg my 

. fins render me unworthy to partake of thofe (acred 
my!l:eries, pray delire the father to offer up the holy 
facrificc of the mafs for me, and the convcriion of my 
hulband . This poor mother, ,·e1ating to me thii ac. 
accident, wept bitterly for the prefent fiate of her 
daughter; neverthdefs., the :J.ccomplilhmel'lt of rlli$ 
prophecy comforted and built her up in her moR: 
holy faith. ] cannot teJl what happened linee that 
time, for the neceAity of my afF.tirs obliged me t~ 
1eave that province. 

The extrnordinary things that ] have fecn. the 
zeal of the chriftians, and the inclination of idola-

• ten to be co~verted, infpired me with an aH"ed:ionatc. 
zt.al for their falvation, and I heartily wifh to bellow. 
the remainder of my life upon the cultivating thill 

- preCious portion of our Lortils ir,heritance: bpt 
, tome fuperior reafollS. which I am bounO to o~y, 

fnatch me from it fore againft my will; at this 
fepanltion I w~ m9rt: ft:nfiblc thpn ever pf my Jo(s. 

" Thefe 
• 



4.lr KC'UI lb. GoJP' rs prDft,jrd tD 
-Thefegood pcopte~ (o aff'eaionate to their 

were almofi readf to offer \~olence to 
derR:anding that they could not detain &lJ ;;~i~~~~ 
oppofing the wi\,! of God. abandon'd ' 

to forrow, and gave ruch ~~~~:;:~~;~~~ affed:ion, that I myfelf !heel 
th tears: they waited for rut! upon 
crow.:is, where they had [pread tables 
fpace, covered with all forts of fruits ,d """f",. 
tionaties. k was fometimes neceffary to f! • flop, 
not to eat, but to hear their complaints, and to ,-"Om .. 
fort them, for leaving them aJjhup ~ilh01illljh~bt1·J. 
They made me promife them to return as foon as 
poffi ble, or to (end them fomebody in my place. 
Thus I took my lca~ of thefe fervent chriRians. 
melted with their tears,bu t much mote edified 
their faith and the innocence of their lives. 

God, who knows the violence ] committed upon 
myfelf, comforted me by an eminent conver{1on he ' 
vouchfafed to work at the furtheft limits and laft vil~ 
hge of this province. There is fomcthing in it fo fig­
JlaJ that I canJlot forbear relating it. 

] departed from Sigan the metropolis of this pro­
vince upon the eve of a conlider.lble feftival of our 
Lady, which I was naturally engaged to {pend in 
that church, where the muJtitud~ and devotion of 
beJievers invited me to fay mafs that day, and to achni. 
niller the {acramcllts to them, bo.:ing the lafh ime I was 
likely to do it ; yea, and the publick edificatibn did 
even fcern to require it of me, every 6"ne in general 
deli red I would; and , I don't know how contrary to 
reafon, I was very obftinate and refolute DQ. to 
Illy my joumey a minute; but the truth is, J fdr &.11 

wllrdly I know not what internal motion that -.:raid 
not give me leave to llay.any longer ; nay. rc: 
than that, in {pite of the fuperftirion of the in , 
who obferve lucky and unlucky days to begin to!lf: 
uies, · ' made my idolater ~des to depart on .. 

1"t\'l.C,t'!J.J 



429 
d in the kalendar for an They 
furprifed at this precipitation; yea, and I my­
refleC8ng afterwards upon it, could not choofe 

it, not underitandiug tl'ten by what (pi­
and impulfoo , but God let 'me pre· 

it. On the fourth day after my d~ 
continued my journey. and I was juft upon 
in the very fatthcll city of the province of 

w hen a man that rid poft, palling Jufl by met 
to the ground, and by his fall was Ilke to have 

turned me over on the other fide..: th~ accident 
ftopped me:1 little, and afforded time to the travel­
ler, who was got up again. to take a view of me. 

N ot~thA:anding the multitude of paiTcngers was 
great, yet, my long beard ~ European mien made 
m~ prefently be known to be a miUlotmry: I am 

, JJ!.ry fortunate. fays the man immediately, to meet 
with you; that accident, that happened to mc, (pares 
ine the labour of a long journey, and will engage 
you to a good deed. My mailer, who lives not 
above half a league from hence, ordered me to ride 
poft to Sigan, to engage you to come to him j he 
hath been indjfgofeJ thefe feveral months. and we 
a.re apt to beli~ve that he ferioufly thinks of being 
converted. I quickly left the highway .to foUpw 
bim, and we reached the houfc: at one o' dock in the 
afternoon. 

H e was a do& r of rugh renown by his extraC"­
tion and unaerllanding, living formerly at Pekin, 
but banifhed R>me years before into X enfi, for 1 know 
not what bad bufinefs; the time of his banifhment 
expired, tnd he was rd'olved to retum to court, as 
.foon as his health Ihould permit him to take his jour. 
ney , for he did not look. upon his dillemper to be 

I dangerous : the fever ~ left him, and befides a 
\ cough that troubled him now and then. and n~e 
}li.rp. frill ~eep his bed, he pucciveq no confidct'\b!e 

mconvcruenOC. 
• .Hi> 



'4'3'" flow 1ft GtJPtl is propoftd 1i> ~, 
His fervant bcingjuft departed, when ht. r. , 

come into his houfe, he was feiied ,Vith ~on~ I­

as if Godhad.tr:mfported me into hisnmlt L113 rr.o.t-.. 
ml!lit: Is it paffible, cries he, alliu tears, that Plt:1~1 
ihould 'work. wonders for fuc.h a wretK as I . r • 
hath follicitcd me thefe many years to g~u:...>.·.F· 
without receiving any thing fTom my hartlil<J9..".tJr 
heart.; 'tis but a moment fi nee I begged of - nt. to, 
come.to me in the perron of one of !his minifters, he 
notlbllly.hears me, butdoeseven anticipate my defires. 
1fh'is.is fomeiwhat beyond the power of nature, and 
this "favour 'does the bufmefs of my' change: You 
know by that, f.t ther, that this great Goo is cbn­
c:erned jn my fal vation, and that it is his'pldfure that 
you fhould contribut~';mething to further it'. Then 
proceedin'g, You fee, faith he, my wife. children, ;!. .... d 
daughter, they have been all chriftians:1 long ti 
ago; and I can fay, that God hath made ufe of mC' 
as an inflrument to undeceive them of their errors. r 
have given thelp your books, I have e:tplained""the. 
maxims "'and morality of it to them, for the Canait}', 
which your religion infpires, perfuadcd. me I fhouJd 
have a weUordeml family, as foon as it fhould be:r 
chrift~'\JlIfami~y. ] was notmifbken, and my confd· 
ence wOl1M not have given me the lye. had I fol· 
lowed their ex.ample; but I have a long time la· 
boured to procure their welfare, and could never find 
ill my heart to confultmy own: now it is high time 
to follow that way ] have 'fhewed to others. The 
court, whither I am going, is not a pfoper place for 
converGo'n ; and I thought it.was my dutyl bilft if 
;1 (lllleJ 16 da)',to reek God, for fear the hun • of th 
world, wl1erei'n I am going to engage, fhould tr 

me from finding him hereafter. 
All his !family, -which came about us UPOt'f 

weptforjoy; but that, which a&eded me l1)l.j'. 

thV: fervency I ·raw expanded in the eyes,· Oolhl 

nan~ and in all the motions of the fide ~_on~ . ."" . 



i .'- th<-NeyD 'Chrijlians .f, '~hi~. : 43I 
"h~tlken no rcfre:ihmenr, and It was nar two of the 
~k, an4. 1 was defirotis to defer his baptifm till 

i 
dinner~ but] found it impoRil>le to obbin :my 

y. I therefore began to 'examine him. and he was 
. y to anfwet to:tll the articles of religion, that 1 

. 1Q~ at I'ength tb all his urgent intre:.ties. I bap­
~.n, and he liccompanied the '1y}iole action 
wit - fueh ardent .~nd 'Iively medita6ons·of love, hiJ;. 
~lity: faith, and hope, that nothing ill illl my life 
did evEr fo much denion/hate to me what the holy 
Seirit:is able 'to do in a heart. when it alonerlenfes to 
take it tb raile, "wit hout the affiibnce 0 its mi­
niftets. Some while after I left him alone full of 
'COnfoIadon, and retired to a ch<tmber to take ';]. little 

pofe, 0'£ which 1 had cxb~e hem. 
fBut [caree had J been th""'ere half an hour. but I 

"1leani gltlt cries in all the iamily. Tohey called for 
;me'e~where ; and., running upon-the noife to the . 
uck. ma.nls chamt:iert I found hih1 expiring in the 
'embraces "of his wffe and children. I endeaVotrfed to 
but'lfnn in mind of the lall: thoughts of baptifm; he 
hill repeated with a langui1hing note t he names of 
Jefus and Mary; but yet he received the extttme 
u-nffion in a manner infenli ble. after which he C:llni:ly 
ga~e u'p the g.hoR: . AUt thofe that ~cre prefenr- ctioo. 
o It was a mU"acle! and recolleCting 'What had hap­
pened at my departure, upon the road. :lI1d in the 

Jhaufe, they did 110 longer quenidn but that aU that 
haa been. rnapagod by :m over-ruling providence, 
iha >had made tife of all thefe feeret methods, for 
,lCp'rocu~ him 1l' ble!fed exit. 

~tthat time-the Spirit of the Loro 'feizOd opon ,U 
hearts, nobOdy) wej>t; dieJ.f'pinfualjoy ,'VaS fo uni ­
veMal, that ubthidg *as heard.1any w'here but bier. 
Jings, prai(es, hud thankJgivings. to that gracious 

, that hsd 'but now Wrought fuen - ftupendiotls 
Injncfes in his fervant . What --is' tU' be -mofl-.d-

. red is, that there was not ob.f"erved in 'him 't~t 
deformity 



·43~ 1111W I., Gof)" is propoftd t. 
deformity thar death commonly leav ""; . .1" . 
but, on ~hc contrary, I know not what · f.i"",~' 1 
nefs and devotion (eemed difplay'd over fUll <"urj.; 
nance, and did r'(ufficiently intimate the ' 
of his foul. H e was laid in fiate, .~(:,",~~ .,s:1.:.'1 
cuA:om of that country, whtt:. 1 famld him 
tlay twenty hours after jult as he was j his' ,h.om.­
arms betides were as flexible as if he had 
a ilumber. 

Thus God, by one of thofe mllny profour.n fecnt 
of his predeA: ination, vouchfafcs to enligh a 
fometimes in the midft: of the darknefs of i~lau,'~ 
and filatch it from the jaws of hell by a continuaf 
(cries of miracles; whiHl: millions of others, ~ucated 
in the borom of the titcnch. are, by his ja judg. 
ment • . given over to a reprobate mind. .. 

Thefe an; moil reverend father, the ~>fI' el"tra!'1 
ordinary things that have happened to 
the (mall time that I have had the care 

fion ofXenfi: If 1 mention no"t~w;ih~.:~t..':i~t;';d 
other provinces of China, it is 11' dotk 
not work fuch like miracles therein, but by reafon 1 
have no exaCt: memorial of them, I was afraid, teft, 
relating upon hea r-fay, I fhould be deficient in fame 
confiderable circumftances; and I had rather let 
them be fet down in writing hereafter, by thofe who 
are berter informed than myfclf. 

This l' can ad,d over and ';~'~;;j~~~i.;:~~ a more exact: account of what good 
done in the empire. There are above 

churches or private chapels, ~:~;~~i!..~"~~;' 
God, and governed by certain Cl 

P ekin, Nankim, and Macao have each 
lar biihop, by the nomination of the 
king of Portugal, who, by hi~ zeal and 
continues to uphold chriftianity 
&.ft, which all his predccelTors have 
with fo much glC?ry. 



": C' other provinces, when I departed, were under 
... " jwifdittion of three apoftolick vicars, fI • one 
\"h~r it an Italian of the order of St. Francis. + 
r . t ..... o others .are eccle~aftic~s. Fre~chmen ,by nn· 

I doctors of the Sorbonne, of finguiat worth; 
(mlAionaries, that labour under their order, are 
·.i(~ of different nations. There are four ceder. ..: 

• :ut...:.!..s ot the feminary of fort.ign mifiions of Paris; 
!mt'lf f it whom the abbbt of Lianne is very eminent 
f 01 . IS zeal and application to the nud'l of langua­
ges ; they reckon much about the fame number of 
fathers of St. Dominic, twelve or fifteen Francifcans. 
and three or four of the order of St. Auguflin: all 
thefe monks are Spaniards, and come infO China by' -The jefuits who founded this mimon, and who 
~. the extraordinary favours of his majeA:y the king 
of Portugal, as well as of the emperor of China, 
'have been in a capacity to make c'onliderable fettle­
ments, do maintain a great number of miffionaries 
there; there were about forty of them at the time of 
my departure, Since that time the futhers: Grimaldi 
and Spinola U brought feveral others thither, But 

I whaf lignify forty or thte~core labourers in fueh a 
Vvaft field.? May it plcafc the Malter of the harveft 

to hear the voice of thofc that labour therein, who, 

t
oning under the burthen and heat of the day, beg 

lief : or, at leaft, rna y he plc:lfe to filed abroad 
abundantly upon us that firft fpirit of the gofpel, 
whicp,- in one"apoille alone, was fufficiel1t heretofore 
to hvert the greateft empires. 

Not bvt that the pre(enc lUte of the church doth 
Word matter of canfolation, to thofe who are con~ 

cern'd for the glOry of Jcfus ehria. They labour 
'with no fmall fuccefs; nay. there are but few mimd~ 
nllies.. that do not baptife every year three or four , . 
I - , The revn-rnd f~t It l.l~.}Jfi,. ' + MQIlf. MMjJrot 
_nd lIordicur Pi.. I Pathr-r-StitlJII ditd by Ihe: way. 
• .' to f huw'><d 

• • • 
~..;.... 
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hundred pcrtOIlS ; ilifomuch, that in five or Ii>. 
the,y reckon above fifty thouland idolaters com'tt1 
Befides that, they baptife every year klur Cit • \'e 
thOUf.'Uld childr~ in the ftrcets of Pekin, "-
they go to look for every morning frol" doc 1 
door, where we find them half perilh'd with ~ 
and hunger; nay, fometimes half eaten up by' 
If they Ihould do no more good but. this, li.le-mlll oJ'"­

naries would think themfeh'cs wd l enough te\\'Vdtd 
for all the pains they take. 

But that, which o\lght to anim!1ce us to cuhiv.ate 
this million better than a1l others., is the hove ~'1C 
day to convert the emperor ; the ch:tnge of whofq 
religion would infallibly be followoo by the ill~re con­
vernon of the whole etion ; fa that we 
fhould wait for this nappy momellt three or 
ages, without any other profit than what we hope 
for, in time to come, we Ihould be too happy in 
preparing by our patience the way of the Lord in· 
this new world, which perhaps will make better im· 
provemel1t of the faith, that our fucce1fors filall bring 
to it, than Europe does at prefent of that our fore . 
fathers intndled It witha.L ' 

In iliorr, altho' amongfi the chriftians that are in 
China, we call reckon no more princes and miniA~"r" 
of ftat~ finee the laft perfecution of father Ad~ 
yet, for all that, we baptife every year Maodui 
docrors. and other pcrfons of quality ; yet it . 
that the commOn people make up the grcatc:P. nm".' . 
ber: NOli lJIult(po/mles, non mu/Ji nob?!u. 
no news to own. that the poor have !l.lways b 
eleCt: portion and precious inheritance of J ~f~ 
in rile chmch. 

'J1hc main body of chrifl:ians is in the pro'rinee 0 

Nankim, and moreeli 'ally in the territory of 

hai; but rhe faitii is more lively in the ~~~i~~~J 
~amtumt Pekin. Xenfi. and Xanfi. 
prbportion 33' many Tartari¥1s as Chinefc 
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more docile, and much alier to be con­

• .dcd yet in the-time of rcmptltion they have not 
l, ((, m~ch courage. The Tartan, on the con-

e J..~g naturally of a brisk temper, do not Ct-

t (it( under the yoke of the go(pel; bu\ thoff"l 
l' ~ lorn grace hath once triumplied,. are endued 
' . ~ue that is proof al?-infl: the (orea perfecu': 
~ ;\5 for women, which we fee more I"IU"ely~ 

,ltoo' they be le(s inftructed than the men, yet their 
ocen~ their conliant attendance at prayer, their 

bEnd fubmi'ffion to the precepts of faith. and the 
moft harfh and revere pra~ccs of chrillian piety. 
do in [orne mea(ure fupply their defea: of know­
ledge, as to the particulars of our myflcries. 

It were to be wj{h'd, tI-x-the beauty and om.; 
m'~t of our churches might an(wer the devout fer­
vour of chrinians : but, befid~ that the Chinefe 
are no great architeCts, this novel chrifli:lnity; (0 fre.­
quently fhaken by perfecutions, compofed for the 
molt part of the poorer fort of people, only tolerated. 
by the bye, and always forced toobferve a great many 
pun~io's, an~. keep within bo.unds. .hath not )'et 
been In a conditIOn to rear ma~i6cent temples. Ne-

crtheJe{s it is matter of af1::omfhment, that the mi{· 
lonarics, with fuch a pitiful fund as theirs is, lhould 

be able on this fcore to do fo much. 
".ahe church of Pekin is very well built; the fron­

t (piece, the noncs of which were laK! by the millio­
naries themfe1vcs, is very proportionRble and pleatIng. 
Thore- :n Kia.r!\cheu, Cham-hai, and J ochcu, that 
why.:. the fathers have at C"Ulton, and ilivers othus 
-;.e as fine:!b our ordin.'lry churches of Euro~; but 
~e church of Hamcheu was fo very pretty and neat, 

that one could not enough admire it: you could f« 
notqing but gildings, paintings, Ilnd curious pitlures; 
It was aU elver adom'd with them i yea., and thet"C. was 
a.. g~ deal of fymmetry a]1d order in the whob. 

hat dt.licatc red and black vantifh, ..... hich the Chi. 
Ff 1· ntfts 



436 fl"", the GDfptl i, propcftd to 
nde are fo expert at, to which they give ran 
Jar relief or embotrment, by the flowers 9f E lld 
other figures wh;rewith they enrich it, did ptVd\' 
the fineA: dfed:: in the world to compleat tho wh \ ) 

But this goodly church, the product: of (hril ~ 
devotion, and of father Intorcetta's -zeal' ;' I l ~ 
reduc'd to afhes by · a dreadful cOl1 ftag~ ' , .. 
con(um'd one quarter of the city; and, in lli ~1t. 
bility, w; {hall not be in It. capacity a lon~ 'lme t" 
perform any thing like it. Neverthelefs it win be 
our comfort to {upport us after this lo(s, .if i:: tt;wl 
plcafc our blelTL"CI L ord to deftroy, at the f.unetime, 
that pack of idols which have overAow'd the whole 
empire; and that he will vouchfafe to mire himfdf 
living temples ill th~eans of the new bel;;, ,v"..,.+ 
\whcre he may be wor{hipped in (pirie and tru.\tll; 
whercin, for want of ours, they may offer .to him 
the facrifice of praife and thankfgiving. 

I (hall not entertain you, moft reverend nm' .... 
concerning t he tr.mfaCl:ions of the Indies. where 
revolution of a huge kingdom, the jealoufies of forn e: 
Europeans, together with the continual thwar~ 
of here ticks, have broken aU the mcafure tl t • 

lim prudence oblig'd us to rake for the t'lt'J .¢ 01 
ligion; fo that the moll part of the F rex.d . mliu ~ 
)laries have been hitherto more confpicuot.. by thci 
fufferings, than b)' their converfion of ido~atCTt. 

Some of them, after having lingered out (t\' 
years in the moft datkfome prifon~, {i • 
fee the light, and are not yet in a ccmditiOli ,'9 't 
exen:ife their funClions with any freedom (JG .. t' 
driven from their fettlemencs, wander up 
upon the moft tempeftuous oceans, carryip~ 
with them the m ifen.ble 'remainders of th dr 
miJ1'aons~ and, that they may return to the ... """'. 
parts of the world, they commit themfel" 
lime to the mercy of the waves and their et!err 

s.-r 
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... -'" u al buried i~ fhipwrack: , or worn out with 

• :> J llave glorioufly finilh'd their coutfe ; and, tho· 
ther ~mttanions live fEll, it is on ly to col)fume by 

{ 
. , .alld little the facrifice of their INL"S, by the ill ha . 

• , y they have contraeted by their firft labours. 
au (ee, maA: revet"Cnd f.1.thCT, what fort of per-

• rbtl)' be I fpeak of, you k now t heir names, you 
lU' .1'l'Il"na their worth , and, fincc they were chofell 

'11' rnongft: a great many other candidates for the 
E,ft·L ies, you have been pleafed always to honour 
them with a moA: particular affeCt-ion: and, mny I 
~ bold to :u:ld, that you were not fatisfied with only 
fending of them, you follow'd yourfclf in fome re­
fped, ind betame the fellow, or mther the hetd of 
their apoflleihip, Iharing, ij..k& one of the moll: zea-

lous miffionaries, in the fuccef.os of their holy under­
t9.1ngs. zealoully lending an helping- hand to their 
labours, delivering them from their chains by a pow-

• erful protection, or, at leaft, lightening the weight by 
confolatory letters, full of that lively hope that 
makes a man take delight in the molt: rigid perfe­
curions. 

This courage, moR: reverend father, which you 
have infpir'd into us, does not only alleviate our fuf-

pi fetings, but al(o affures us, that the ruins of this grand 
edifice, that we hav!! laid the firft ilone of to the 

)-..-ry of God, will o ne day [erve for a hafts to ano­
ther wotk , yet more confiderable and folid than the 
firft; fo that neither tbe lhipwrack of· three of our 
breth.,:n burild in the fea, nor th~ lo(s of t three 
m(\· -=, who facrificed thelr Jives aboard the veJreI in 

.eving ;the ftck. nor yet the death of a great many 
.. more whom the fatigues of the mifiion have: lilatch'd 
( from us in the I~es,- n9r the prifon! of Pegu, Siam, 

Moluccas, Batavi.1, Rotterdam nor M idd leburg, 
'r"ere paga.ns alld heretic:ks have tried our patience: 

• by 
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by turn.s : all that, Itay. does·nQtbiunt the ed~ . 
our courage, being fuJly perfuaded that J efus Upl'- . 
hath made ufe of the crvfs to propagate and eA"bj. "" 
religion: fo the ~fiionaries crors is always to bd 11 " 
foundauoZ1 of their churches, and, as i~ Wet\: , I-
feed of new chrifti:lIls. ' 

. .r ( • 
In the mean tune, thCle firft JabciJrs have ~t 

altogether in vain;, we baprifed at Boudychery .l, }-;. ..... 

four hundred ido'btrous children: the people of m· 
mandel have: 1x:en relieved, as were thore of C ykm, 
Pegu, and Bengala. They labour:! with no (rna..! • . 
~e(s in divers prov.inces of the empire of the great 
Mogul, and, above all, in the millions of f\4adurn. I 
Such miffions. as in them we ft:t:: in out days tke a~ 
of the primitive cburc~.sJ!vjvld; wherein be!iev"",~~ 
wretchedly poor and depov'd of aU the comforts 
life, feem to live only by their faith, hope. and cha­
rity ; wherein the mifiionaries, to comply with the 
cuP.:oms of the country, and obtain the people's fa­
vour, fpend their lives in forefts a!xi def~ half na­
ked, fcorched by the fun-be:1ms, and walk, for the: 
moil. part, upon fcalding hot fands > where urcm -
ways, full of briers and thorns, they take noothilrruf\.C'­
nance but a little rice, with fome infipid plan :l" 
no other beverege. but yclkl\'f muddy watr- !"h7u 
the ditches and nlarJbcs. 

There it is, where a great number of our ~rQ.:. 
have fuff'cr'<I, and do ftill daily fuffer imprifo~ 
chains, fcourgings, and all the tomll~l1ts th:;, ~f . 
wont to fuggdf, to the enemies of oor m ry 
faith. There father Brito, iUuftrious by h -, 
as alfo by the parricu1ar eCteern wherewith 1. Or 
~y of Portugal honoured h4n t but yet more 
m(lre by his rare virtues., had the honour to IX! 
his -life in ---the ~ufe of Jefus Chrift, where 
thren, after his example;" labour, by their 
t2 '~~tain ~~ f~ef.tvo~ froPl ~eav~ " 



I moft reverend father,()this portraiture will 
~ the mem of this world, not being rc:d.y to 

.. w k~ fuffeiings the juft value they defltrve, , ',.If'· ur the tbil1gJ Ibm art of ~d; yet [ know, 
i rllf not abater. the zeal of ou: .f~dTncrs l iv:ill~g in 
• ..ho have 10 many years lI.lpll"' to tOI l ome 

'''CL1"QlIS employments. 
!' ''t' miliolls, in refped of them, have (0 many 

"tlcrr urements, as they appear to others more hi­
aeous and frightful: if they expeded tOlfind in the 
Indies only common crolles, whereunto providence 
makes every kingdom fubjed, but wherewith J cfus 
ChriA: hath ill a fpecia.l manner enrich'd chriflianity, 

w~uld have been contented with their reduCe 
L~~{: way of living ; and ~th the eminent virrues r therein, they wouJ~neverperhaps ha\'e had 

Jeaft thought of Jeaving their fricuds, rd;ltiolls, 
and country. But they reek , elfewhcre, what we 
"here wa.nt of thl: paRioll of J efus ehrill, a.ccording 
to the apofUe's counfel. and they are willing to fill up 
the whole extent, the breadth and depth of this di~ 
vit,le law, which carries them out, with St. Paul, to 
become vid:ims of the moA: pure charity, even fa £.V 

to be anathe.mifed, that tpeir brethren may be 
M"a.ved. 

Yet thefe are thofe apofiles, moA: reverend futher, 
1\:~3~ envy fometi.rnes. in France, .paints Ollt to us in 

black colours, whom herefy, evcrmoreoppofite 
true. zeal, fa often accu(cth of ambition, avarice, 

;~~~:;;. and "idolatry; they are too happy in being 
~ that all thl: fhots of calumny level at, pro­

they have none for their enemies, but the cne­
I"'~U'C> of the c1lUrth and truth; anrl, without doubt, 

the W1.r, that fuch adverfaries dedare-av.,inlt them~ 
with fo much he~.t and animality here in Europe, 
dab no letS. ju~fy them, than that which they 
\h~elvq d"""", _gil;n/\' poganifll\ '" the lad;cs. 

F.f ~ Ncia:·· 
, 
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N everthelcCs, wh~t juftice [oever wife men 
them in this point, yet it is moll true, that tI , 
not luffice to jufi.ify them bt:fon: God, Wott VI 

tpe very angel6 arr. impure; after all the efTa .f" 
zeal, we mull: not only acknowledge in all hU.D\i Y 
that we are unprofitable (ervants, but coru. (. f .. 
wife, with thoughts full of horror, that it is. in .,; 
to win over all the nlltions ufX>1l the eart:'h to f ... 
Chrilt , if in the mean time we be fa fl uggil'h t. 
neglect our own falvation, and unforttUl9.l ·ly Jo(. 
Qur(eh-cs. 1 am, with '\ profound rerpett, 

li f o/l Rl'UCYmd Fathrr.~ .-
JOtU~ mojl bumhle 

(lnd~"ufJ chtdiml ServQ'il, :1 
!--. J 

L E T T E R XIII . 

'To my urJ Cardinal de J anCon. 

'lht Cbrijlian Religion newly apprtnJtd of by a pu~ A 

Ed;o, IhrOJlg/;fUI tbe whole Empire of Chill." 

My Lord, L 

I T feems as if Heaven, fenfible of the JailO\J , \,f 
our miffionaries, who, for thefe fl!veral y hll\f\ 

with the f weat of their brows, watered China. b;o.d It 
mind, at length, to eftablifh this new church UI til 

folid foundation. Hitherto it hath been {ubj.tt: t 
apundance of revolutions,. flourilhing under e 4 
pf fome empe.~rs, perfccuted in the time oi tb . 
~~rity, and, in a In¥lI1Cfl totallr ruin J . Co 

• 



tJ elline commoti,ons t in a tottering 
~ ,",1 ·'on, by rufoll of the rigour the laws, that 

~lI'Iitt~ a right to deftroy it, even to thefe 
. ~ have the moll:. defended it. . • 

• , I'o the (o·vereign courts of China, o.edar?d tne­
'I)) all foreign worfuip. rather out of a [pirit of 

~ it ~han any [meere affed:ion to the religion of 
1' -",.,- tountry. have fl1X{uencly condemned the chrif­

• 

J oanne. and pumfh?d thofe who had the cou­
~S to embrace it. Several of them,.for aU rhat, 
htil"r.'t led to the voice of God, rather than to the 
.'ole: of man j but the greateA: pout, apprehending 
dlJ1 t: " as to their fortune, were fa far from purfuing 
the knpwn truth, that they durft no~ fa much as get 
thcrufclves inll:rua:ed therein. 

It IS a matter of an huiidred years, that we have 
i'l~~~~"t~;ofi:remove thill almoR: invincible obllacle to 
thl: of great perfons. The hour of the 

'" was not yet come. he was pleaCed to exercife 
... the ienee of his chrifiians, to try the conftancy of 

, I ffionaries, and thereby inhance the worth of 
tfttfl1, l.eth. But now at JaR the happy day begins to 
daw and the emperor hath gr:tnted aJl intire liberty 
.of c~lfciet.lce to his fubjeCl.s, by allowing in a pub­
Itck f 'tt: the chriilian faith throughout the whole 
Ut·..1'I of his empire. - 'Thou haft, 0 lArd, brolu1I 
. 1 t I , lIS Ihal held Iby holy religion (Opli'lJr; nfIW 'Im 
GIl 6ffir [aerijetJ, and coli pubHck/y "POll (by namt ; 
~~ yrtftnllO Ihtt ollr ".lOW!, "01 ill fierll It{ formnly, 
bill i!J.prtft1l6t of all tbt ptopk, in Ibe lemplts /bey fuf­
fq. rftl~ rear 10 tby glory, who are ab(jul 10 changt 
f"bt old e abylon ;nlo tht nt"J) J erufale.m. Here J do 

.I prcfent you, my lord, with the occafton, and the 
whole continued feries of this happy event. 

Father Alcala a SF'iih Dominican, one of the 
Ino(\. 'Zt2.1ous miffionanes in China, had purchafed an 
houfe at Lanki, a little village of the province of 

! fA!. (Xix., • 
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.4+" 
Chekiam, notwjthlta~dirlg this fettlement Wd ~. 
prefsly againfl: the edia: of 1669; the IVfandari."e; (0 

the place, who at firft. dld not oppofe it, bt!in ~. 
wards nettled at rome indifcreet words, that" per , 
unawares from fome' of this father's menial fcQl'lm: , 
was refolv'd not to diffemble the matter any Inilf;l> 
but to proceed accorJing to the coone of law Ii .. 
him. • 

He therefore asked the miffionary, how he ~ 
pre(umc to fe;tt1e in the ciry? Why he preach·d ur..t, ......... 
foreign dOCl:rine? And moreover, by what righf he 
pretended to remain in the empire? T his fJ.thcr fore ..... 
faw the ftorm gather, and hd prepar'd himfe1f be­
fore-hand: ~ ) wond<'f, my lord, fays he, i!I an-
4 ewer to the Mandar~~ that you reckon that eri-
, minal in me at ptefent, that YOll did not difapprove -
, at the beginning. You know fhat for fome yea~ 
, the emperor hath kept and ptefery'd in the em"i.:-~ 

five of my European brethren (he meant Uf' 11"-
C he hath not only fent for them to court, ~ .l!~.l 
, hath by a publick ediCt granted them powe,· to tl,) • .J 

, tie in whntfoever place of the kingdom the·... I 
• think fit: it is for one of them that 1 have b h 
, this honfe, and 1 lodge ill it tiB filch timts 
• come himfelf to take pollefTtOll of it. ! 

, Moreover, you cannot be ignorant thRt Ih mif 
, lionanes had liberty granred them to come rzg,.L . 
~ into their churches, when the emperor did ~otli"l: I 
• the f.wour to recaJ them from their baniilimtrit'. 
, Confult, I pray, confult your regifielS uJ!li tJ1(. 

bufinefs, and there you will find mv name. 
, Some months after another Mandarine, (ofntot 
by him of Lanki. or at leaft urg\:i to it by Ii" ex­
ample, was re(o]v 'd to put a ft«!p-to the p~ of 
our holy doCtrine; he prohi~ted the exercite tht.1't:Qt­
through t}le. whole extent o~ is government, by,· 
order, wruch he caufed to be aflixed 'm divers pl ::1!t... 
~hey ' treated religion in fuch a rlefpiteful maJU10, .... 

• 



#3 . '= G h. Intorcetta of our (oci;ty, and miffionary 
:' ~polis of this province. thought himfelf 

" C'hlig·d c 'to diff'emble the affront without berray-
~ ., T\$ ;bifterial funalon. • 

fuppofed likewife, that he had a right on his 
~ , '. J.xm Iy toa.ccufe this fwom enemy of the gaf. 

I ""' to bthaviour was fa excentrical from the em­
t ~ intentions; for this prince had blotted out 

-h •. ~wn hand a gmt many Lines of a book that 
I, he chriftian do&1ne in the nllm~r of dan­

" :t.t1d popular herefies! this book was of mo­
• IN:h~ not only by tear on of its author, eminent for 

tp.X and defert, but much mol'C", for that it was 
com jf1 for the people's inftruC"tioll, by whom it 
WJi't to read, according. t. the cuftom. (everal 
o . ·Ia,. ath:r. Intorcetta did therefore judge it a piece of 
boldlafi that made the Mandarine liable to the laili, 

~tQ l"Ot:cemn, by his private authority, thac which the 
""'IIII~",>r .. feemed to allow of and approve, fo that 

- th· ~1rr writ a very (mart: pithy letter to the govtr~ 
o the capital city, in which he def1r'd him to 

.,.."". fubaltem officer to retrad: his wo.d~ and fo 
injurious writing to be tom in pieces : he like­

J ed, that, to repair this fault. he could wiih 
t ~ ~ ~andarine might affix other papen ill the 

,. .' -e. 0 thore, more favourable to the religion, and 
.n'; ~ or formable to the emperor's intentions. 

. 

l' ,. 'overnor die patched. this letter to the Man­
,!" nd, a! iU Jock would have it, it was deliverd 

t!\ r pon a day that he heard caufes, in light of 
• '.. pie, at the very time that he was bufy in 

r JUdgment. He fo much relCnted this aJfront. 
h<:t C.Ofltrary to the cufiom of the Chinefe, and 

• ""tural phlegm, he ftarted from the bench 
• ltpn with, choler, complained of the impu­

miffionary, and protefted openly, that 
1_ be revClljl'a. . • 

,. . 
~",~-
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#+ Uf75lpiib7iCREjliililljl!mtn',----..-'''/"l 
That he might clrry on the bufinc:(s more I{~I~ 

fully,,.he afToci:tted himfclf with the MandarineofI 1 R . 

ki. and combin'd with him, if poffibk, utterly to it 1 

ftroy the chriftian .. religion. l 'hcic firll aHem 
to alTault the Dominican friar, on whom they thou 

• 

more eafuy to accomplifh their defign • for they CQl 

not imagine. that he was of the,numl?er oft~ ~I' ; • 

miffionaries. To be rightly infonr.'d of tHe II... 
they caured to be produced cerrain authcntick.(.Ir; 
of every procedure during the whole courr~f lI><".. ... ~ 
peffecution againll:: father rli (for fa WAS he ttJ , \:J 
with a defign to confront him with himfdf. 

l tis apeculiartrick. pretty common in Chilla, ',It 
the Mandarines, to qudl ion the criminals net only 
about matters of fact, hut alfo concerning abundance 
of infignific:Ult circumfi.anccs, caufing al l they _. ,--, 
ewer carefully to be taken in writing. T hen. 
they have talked a pretty while of a matter quite (0-
reign to the (ubje& in hand. to diflra& their 
all all a fudden they return to the thing Ul(jUe{lj?",,'­
they begin over and over the declaration; 
change the order of the interrogatives. and 
interpofe anfwers contrary to thofe the 
made. on purpofc to make him corlt",ii'~ 
the mort: ea(lIy to fift out the truth. 

Father Alcala. without all doubt. would been 
put to his trumps, if he had not, by a ph. 
vidence, prcft:rv'd a copy of there ancient proceed­
ings. W herefore. knowing the intent and defign of 
his judges, he fo well inform'd himfl!l!f of ,11 that 
had heretofore pall to this purpofe, iUld<'G.eliver'd 
himfelf fo pertinently, and conformably tQ. the firft. 
interrogatory, that his enemies were never able to 
prevail over him, as to his anfwers. 

So that all the fh.lrm fclJ uJXll1 (ather Intorc.etta 
ilgain, againft whom they were mueh more animateti 
and incenfed; but, forafmuch as this father did not 
Jive within their jurifdid:ion, they fubQ(Ded ,OWly 

• ~onflll~ 



• L • of Chrijlionily i~ China. !f4S 
9>nfi3erable Mand3.rincs, and the viceroy in patti­

' •• -clollar. who addM to his abfolutc power in the pro-
-... .mce a gleater averfion for the chrill:ian rdigiou. 
, . They all unanimoufly refplv'd fa beat down chor-
o " 'ty, and after having eaufed all the proceedings, 

,#. nnerly made againft miffionaries, to be fought put 
'. ; lYchives of the intendant of the city govern­
tTlCUt, t hey found at laft the decree of 1669. that 

~
. . prohibited them to build any churches; to 

E' publick or in private the Eurof>can law, to 
. :uimini er baptiCm to the Chin.efc. to diflribu te me-

&15, chaplets, crucifixes, or other filCh l ike tokens 
of religion. to chrifiians. 

T ift miffionanes were not ignorant of thefe pro­
hibitions. but thl~r particuhtt zeal, and the example 
f Pekin, where the gofpel was preach'd under the 

emperor's very nofe, no body pretending to fay any 
thing agaitlfi it, put them upon waving the u(ual 
rules of human prudence. Thefe very con lideratiolls 

r..-".e moll part of the M andarines to connive, and . 
~ enever anyone of them took upon him to impede 
the refs of the faith, they endcavour'd to pacify 
hi y pre(ents, and letters of recommendation 

• . p d !or us by the fathers of Pekin ; or elfe, if 
need qUlreci, we made ufe of the emperors autho~ 
Tity gamft him. 

T e chriftians of H amcheu, under the cure of 
father Intorcctta, were none of the leaft zealous. 
Their coura~e had-appcarJ under the government of 
dj,fo.:;"; Mandarines, great ftickJcrs again ft our meA: 
holy aith ; but their courage was never more ap­
parent than in the prerent aeration ; for the viceroy 
fuppoting, that he was impower'd to undertake any 
thing by verree of the decree aforementionfd, cau-

• (ed to be a~'d to the gate of Our houCe, in all 
the publick pbces of the capital city, and afterwards 

.m above feventy cities of his government, r new 
fcnttncc, by which he forbad under grievous penaJ. 
• • ci~ 



ties~ to the· chriJlian religion, cMrgln& 
thole that embraced it to (orfake it *. . 
Moreovcr~ being informed, that fathetl lntf:'rc:ei. : 

was formerly in the province of Kiamn, • t'll 
he had not obtained leave from the court to fj m ,,1 
that of Chckiarn. he fern: to ask him by what ~ ,,': 
ricy he durll: prefume to flay tbere; YCl, ad-- • 
commanded him forthwith to avoid the countrY , (:II<I/''<:l 
officer, that brought this oroer, added. I l'aM 
you withal,. in the name of the viceroy, to ~_ .. 
the books of your religion, together with th es: 
of printing, that you have in your houfe. T heyan 
thin boards, upon which they have en~raven ) tlc 
leaves, from which they may take COpies, aCC')Jdiug 
as occafton {erves. ~ 

·1 . 

The father, not at aJl furpriz'd, anfwer'd, That"--;I 
he was in the city by the authority of him who grp£.. 
eel the privilege to the viceroy himfeJf, to I\:~ ! 
there: ' Have you forgot, added he, that t c tm- jj 
, petor, paffing this 'fay three years ago, fe~ ~"'.r , J 
• grandees of his court to my church, to 0 p.-
• Cents, in his name, to the true God, with cis 
, orders, to lie proftratc before the altars? I .('~: 10 
• render him my mof\: humble thanks for his o/~ 
, favou.r; and, that 1 might give him further diltUlOO ."", 
• ftrations of my acknowledgment, I was wa,~'ii to 
, accompany him upon the canal at his deplrrr1.n., 
, where he was with his whole court. ' 

• This grand prin~e, who had formerly ho~ 
• me with more than ordinary demonftr",rions is 
• benevolence, taking notice of my bargef . I' I: 

~ a great number of others, caured it to appro It hi­
, ow~, and fpoke to me ruch obliging things, • t." 
• after all that, I could Ilot IUf pea I fuould be ex fed 
• to any ftraits, or infults from anyone of his 0 

• But, fince this example hath made no imprdliOlt·· 
• upon the fpmt of the 'Viceroy, go tell him, Th.lt • 

• Tfhblppcocdl~llhcoUddleof Ai1f"¢, Air.. 16s!1 . .. 
• th', • 



th~ emperor, not being willirtg I lhouJd ~compa,. 
him any faJ1P.er, fent me back with thefe his lail 

tq. me, which are too advantageous to me to 
' -:t" I,!.I"u,,>. to alter, add, or d..i.miDifh any thing in 

: Your yC'~ Cays he to me; do not permit 

t~i~~~to~att~~end me any ~er, you are no way in 
. to endure the t.i:tigues of a journey; I 

to return to your church, and there to 
remainder of your days. But, now, if 

t.~~~~~~~does not only difturbthis tranquillity by r utiurious to the God whom 1 adore, but 
'.forces me fhamcfully to quit this province, 1 leave 
, him to judge, whether of us two does more openly 
; and Rtranptorily cont.tadifr the e.mpe~or·s WJll and 
p~re. • 

,- _' As to what relates to the table, on which they 
41l.wc engraveu the -law and maxims of J efus Chrift" 
, God forbid I fhoulrl be (0 wicked as to commit 
, it to the Barnes. However, the viceroy is the 
, mailer, unce I cannot relift his violence; but tell 

. from j'Jle, that, before he reColve urn that, he 
mt,;..I1: begin with the huming of myfd . 

l
ViCcroy~ furpriz.'d at the undauntednefs of 

the . }Qnary, durl!: attempt nothing upon his per_ 
n ; , 0 the refcrT'd the bufinefs to certain fubalterll 

Ma ·les, who received orders, to fummon this 
&..~.her cfore their tribunals, and to perplex and 
tI"ol,lble him upon all accounts, witholjt allowing 
hun'o. f/1omelu's refpite. Father Intorccttt, who juft 
then f$ll fick9 might have beell difpens'd with from 
appem.~ but he was afraid to lofe thefe precious 
uni9;urcsQ Of time, that providence had put illto his 

hand, openly to confefs the name of JeCus Chrifl:; 
and being refolv'd not to recoil, or give ground 

. during the combate, b~ got himfelf carried before 
jw ges .. much opprcfsJd" by rea(on of theroalad y he 
J~d under, and muc~moreat the fight of his de. 
idlate $!hurch: but, befu:l.es;, he W:li fo an;mated b)' the 

\ . ' .~r 
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holy Spirit, whereWiihmartyrsare corroborttt:U. thai, 
of all the Mltlldarioes that intetrogated him~ ,..~~ 
of them but adruir'd the greatnefs of his oil' • 

So that, in defpite of the vigorous otden ('I I di "­
viceroys, every one of them almoft t.rd.tt:d him 
with abundance of dekttnce; even to thac d~t : 
that one of them caufed an officer of jutlkc;At;: ­
roundly baftinado'd in open court, for haVlng 
wanting. in his refped: to the father. Ad~i.11 witn 
ai, that mf!d:ments do not render a man - , I 
that he mult have been convid:ed, to deli Y',t be 
treated as a malefad:oi. 

Father Intorcetta, prefently forefeeing that thc f'I*: 
(ecution would he violent, had written to tl\(- miltlo· ' 
naries at court, to the end that they might remedy 
it. The emperor was then in Tartary, whL'Te ~ 
divc:rtifed himfelf in hunting. Father Getbi!lon. . 
Frenchman by nation, and one of thoCI! <the kiDS 
fent to China, accompanied this Prin~:"', &1 i 
whom he was particularly beloved, . g ~ , 
almoft always near his perCon; Co that the 1 ,. 
d irected to him. 

This father did not judge it convenient~pcu. 
of it to the emperor, but contented himfel dew 
fire a letter of recommendation from prine Sol ~ '­
one of t~e moA:. powerful miniA:.ers of the 
and his particular friend, who immeciiatelY"W1it ."'" 
the viceroy in a moO: effectual manner. 11 
prefented to him. that fuch a procedure, as },II •• 
fmelted Comewhat of violence. and WILS inc htt"'it' 

with his wonted moderation and prudence./'" 
in a time, faith he, that requires much gen""'-''' :OI 
difcretion. The emrror feeks all occafi Ofl . to 
vour the dodors 0 the chriftinn law, ho" ¢lOt 

you poffibly think. to ple:!fe him in perfecurin~ t t? 
Belie'te Joe, fir, the enmple of a prince oU~~ht 'to 
make a greater impreffion up:m our fpirits, h aU 
the (>~ecrees of courts of j¥dioture, and the '* 
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«1 iCb;~:tt the court itfelf c~h no longer follow, 
qyght not at preft:t1t to be the ruJe of its conduct:. If 

.Jrly favOltt the miflionaries, ~on that the empc_ 
riJr will hlke it kindly fi'Onf yo~, and, jf I may be 

rnitied ro ful~oill any thing:' to this laft motive, 
alTured a1fo that I (hall refC!lt all the good offices 

cnder them upon my recommendation. 
Prince So(:m is fa confiderable doro' the whole e.m~ 

rre;lether it be by the honour he h:uh to be a 
-- ~ r riOIl to fhe emperor, 01' whether by his place 

I of grail mafia of the palace, or whether by his 
aedit-, or c:J.paci~) rh:tt upott a.ny other occafion 
the viceroy of Chekiam would have looked upon it 
as a grr...t favour to receive one of his leners, and 
would not have bahmced one moment to flltisfy him ~ 
t.:l t ~on had blinded him~ and the vo:at~on, (0 
perceive hiinfelf Ices powerfu l at court than a firan. 
ger, inclined him to It:t t he miHionary underfiand. 
that he was ·at leafi: the mafter in his own pro-

"'I:e;:f~~ft~~:g~~ to feize upon feveral churches 
lie h!= upon the priefts of the pagan 

gods; a ter he had Violently taken away the facred 
,~onu1.el1ts of our religion. 

.. H e Ifued out proclamations much more rigorous 
t a!"'I e former, he threatened the father with his 

!;..i 'l~. n tion jf he did not abandon his' flock; and he 
~ feverJ.1 chrillia!;s, that had but too openly de-

•. Cl themfdves, to be apprehended; fame. of them 
'Vere b.Jcd to"prifon, they fcvercly punilhcd others... 
and then ibe perfecution became bloody by the tor­
inents, diat thefe generous corifelfors fuffered for the 
name of J efus. 

Amongfl: thore that lignalifed themfelves. a phy­
fician more eminently made his faith appear; he: 
was much grieved to fee the altars of the true God 
"iolated and dcfpoiled, crolfes broken in pieces, the 
~Iy images expofed to ;.he (corn, laughter, and im­

• '- G g. • piel)' 
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piety of 'ido!aters : : to repair this lo(s, an that 
lievers might not ~ left dellitnte of the Jil -: 
marks of their re l~..jon , he dillributed to . ~l-":' 
them images and't(ucifixes. H e wen t fro", door ~l 
door with the precious pledges of our falvatibn , Mi: 
mating the weak. and confirming the more c G ~r; 
in their faith: DfJ 1101 fear , [l'id he to t . 

1.0l'0 (an on{y (xer-rift his wtaK'Pf1W" on the b. ,a.'J; M 
fear tbal grw! God, who, 115 he has de-priv J "I ,"A\ :. 
lift, can afJo punijh ),our foul with an tlern J,tttllr--
and ralhtr fiiffrr 411ft'-I! of lorments, tball tIN 
holy law. 

The M andarine', offended at the boldnet1 or till: 
ph yfician, com manded him to be loaden with.chllllu t 
aml, having ('allred him to be dragged hefo • tri .. 
bunal, they prepared all things for his being C'aJdly 
baftimwo'd , when his goe!(on, who came runn~ 
thither with other chrifiians , threw himfe Oil btl 
knees at the judge'S feet, and begged of ~m 
tears in his eyes, that he would permit him W n:r.:i-1?: 
the chafij(ement of his~odfuthcr. 

This zealous phyfiClan, who afpired to oot:hing 
more than m:lrty rdom, was fa far from gn."I'!{:'""his 
place to anot!ltr, that he con{bntly and " &m" 
forb.'\d it ; all~ , at that t ime, there arofe fUch~r<ulIji 
between them, that t he angels :!dmired, d cl£r 
made the ch riRian religion to be refped:ed b.y ~vm 4 

idolaters. T he judge t100d amazed at it, and tv g 
towards thore eminent confelfors of J efus . QQ'" 
your way. fays he to them, tbh [orVJartbf I fof .... 
i(r Jh( pUltifbmmt of )wr faltl:! drjtnm r ' Iu:'t. 
gm((; I pardon Y01l, but, b(1lu/grwllrd, th ~ 1J J( 
inK th( 'IJ;ctroy, and bl! more (areful to obry tLt ~lIiJr­
rors ordtrf. 

\Vhen the Spirit of God hath OllOO fei 
heart, mens words are not capable to t 
Th~ zealous phyfician, whom the fight 0 

had made more courageous, continued hia .-
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fity as before, and his zeal m~c futh a n'oife up and 

... ~down, that tbeMand~rinc du no longer mince the 
" 0. -:]!pattet j ' he feclhcd much coi erned at the contempt 
..... nc ufed of his thre:ttenings; 1 fomuch that he gave 
"\ ~mlcrs to his officers to bting him out, to make a fe­
r - ere cxnmple of him. 

In effeCl-. he Clufed. him to be beat (0 CiUCUy in 
.hiS~fence, that thoft', who were pfefcn~. were equ:tl-

i. Iy . rifed at the reverifY of the judge. and the pa­
... tff'Of, of this good chrillian. This liloody execu­

tion 0 ce over; fome orhis relations, who came run-
o niug at thisdolcfu't fp(.'cbcle. were thinking to carry 

him to his houfe, but he pofitivcly dclired to be 
carried to church; and what ende-avuuTS foever they 
ufed to di\'ert him from <i t. yet he had tlrength 
enough left tocrawlthither himfdf, bome up by the 
amlS of feveral ehrifiians, H e came thither all 
bathed in his gote; and , kneelIng down at the foot 
0[ the altar, 0 L ord, faith he, IhoN fujllhis do)', 
~at J prifer Iby holy Illw 10 all the fwmntft of life: 
J'Iotnl 11/'1110 drmandjuftice of Ihte for allibe b1Qod 
tby enemirs ba'lll /pilled, 1 (01111 10 off" tbee Ibal 
whicb remains of 1IIy own j J do nol drfirve 10 die 

~
or fll(h a good (flUft; DUI lbou, 0 "'V' God. tk. 

I trwltbe in/ire f,w·i.fice of my It!t, And then tum· 
• tg t\>wards father In trocett:l," who began to comfoit 

, Ilim, Ah! fallNr; anfwered be; J foall Dr now al 
_ I~ lKigh) of my Jo.r, if il w(re not tny fins. but 

",/ Ziol 'b.ot blld DreNghl tbiJ ligbl chl1ftiftmenl upon 
me, 

This}ample, and many others, · that I forbear to 
~atc, "'\1tadt: fueh imprtitiolls upon the idoJattrs 
hearts, that a great many of them refolved to em· 
btacc the chrillian &ith, being perfu.aded. that fen. 

Jlm'euts, fo oppoftte co corrupt nature, could not per. 
tibJy-proce<:d either from pallion or error: 
, Among them/Whom the holySpitit dfd effet'tuaHy 

"Couch, were w ee who appeared fu~ of that very 
~ G go 1 • !>;rh, 
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fuith, that made in fi~er times almoft as rna .4lr.r'. 
tyrs in the primitive • urch as believers; they WI!Te' 

young, handfome, o · quality, and what is If'IOrt, , ~ 
gaged by their cond . n hlindJy to comply wirh t .-

viceroy's inclinations. Neverthelefs, countin tb~. _ 
temporal eflate as nothing, they demanded pltbrllt~ _ 
baptifm, I 

The father, to bring the faith of thefe neorhi !! 
to the ten, hid nothing from them that migh JIlY 
wife nagger "them; but it was all in vain to 
fem to them the rigour of the edicts, the VI T4 
il ldignation, the defolation they were like to caft: IMU' 
families into, the danger of lofing their cftates, ho­
nour, life, and all t hefe confidcrations ferved ~I.,. 
to animate them the more; Co that, afrera pre kmg 
trial, they were initiated. into OUf facred my ' . 
and took part as others did, in the crofs of Chritf. 
Their convcrfion fortified the feeble· minded" 
comforted f.'lmcr Imorcctta for all the evils tOOl the 
perfecution had made his church to fuffer. 

But the viceroy was [0 much the more prowl! 
becaufe he had not the liberty at that rime t C~ 
his rcfcntmcl1t ; for, juft then, they delivered twn 
two letters from prince Safan; otle of them 
for famer Intorcetta, the other, that was di~;J" 
himfel f, was full fraught for reproaches, fori rl',J' 
he feemed to make no account of the prine~ ;0. ........ 

commendation: I could nl'fltr bavt btl;t'Ilt'd, (;. 
he to him, Ibal 10 pltofo II company of iI/ iJ ltd 
peoplt, who hav t txafptrattd your Ip;r;t' at th,. c.1Wt,t 
lial1s, you would havt dro;aud from tbt (M''llJtls 1 
gavt yeu. It is a fritnd./hip tbat I tndtav~tr. fC .11 

Ip;" you with bUlt,. flntimuJlS : tbint uptm it 4If(t 

mort, and rlltiJ flr;of./jiy witb yourJtJf, tb ft il ... , 1 
thaI Ipta! 10 you. I tXpttl thrtt Ihings fr,IIf ) It, 
fritndjhip ; firft, thaI yQU delwer tbt Idter JfJ'jl1,q 
10 [a,btr In/oralia, decord;ng 10 t/H /uptrJi."'J'(irlt. 
CJDe /teond, tb,u Jl1U d, fo , wtO jlJlisfy tbt ,---,I""f 

It (Jt': • 
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, - thar~ may have ()((I1Jionj hl¢ himftlf lor Iht 
'") kind ojfiUJ you rendtr him, lId Ihal hI himfelf"'''J 
-:..iJ!fliJJ r&e fame 10 me. And he ,bird is, Ib"t bella ­
.... ~ard JOM do 1101 any long df!lurb either tbt mif-

~
tmaritJ or (brijlians. In jhorl, J am extreme/;' 

.. . 0f1)', for being obliged to u:rju /0 YOti fo (Jlltn "hour 
;s Jubjtll, If you f or Ibt ju/ure f1Ilnd ),01(r rna,,· 

· , 1ftrs. I }hall wrilt /0 you a tbird lim t 10 thanl: )'ou ; 
: bMt?if your ptl./Ji()1l (Onti/II1!.'. tbis is tbe IIIJl Itlltr you 

jhalT...tvtr r((etvt [rem mt. e 

T~ell did the viceroy repent him of his former 
• proceedings ; yet, was he fo fur engaged, that he 

thought he could not handComely go back with allY 
hontmr. H e found it efpecially very hard to Cue to 
a miffionary for his friencil'hip, whom he but jull 
now treated , and that publickly, with the utmoil: 
difdain; but yet. dreading prince Safan's refenrmenr. 
who was the moA: powerful and in moll credit of 
1111 the minifters of the empire : On one hand, he 
.... ~olved to frand to what he had done already againfi: 
t'~c chrillians, without drivjll~ matters any farther; 
nnd on ~he other hand, to d,fpatch one of his of­
fi~rs to Pekin, to pllrge and clear himfclf to the 

)

pnnce. 
In this interim, father Intorcetta having a fecrct 

'tent of the letter that t he viceroy had received, inti­
mated to the fathers at court the fmall effeCt they 

· '\ad produced; infomuch that thofe fa thers refolved 
~ fignify Vte fame to the emperor, in cafe p"ince So­
fan fh~~~ think it advifcable. Vy'hereforc t hey related 
to hin,r:hat had palTed at H amcheu. the obftinacy 
~of the viceroy. the a..%d:ion of futhcr llItorcct~. 

the danger whct'(in his church WlS, the ruia whcl'c!­
of would infallibly involve in it the utter nUn of 

• all the miffwns in the empirr. Shut all YflUr ",­
" aVONrS, my "mI, added they, jttm intJftflual, 

· Ihtre appears notbing rhar can pl/J a j,p to oth, vio­
-:\}ttKl of Ibis DbjNnalt.ManJorint, JUI lbt IIt;P"~S 
~ ~ • G g 3 4utboril) • 
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4-N of Ib, PIj,4iick EJtablijhnunt. 
clt/hority" bu! weJb Id be wOlltillg / 0 'UT J~t ;tiJ .... 
,.,/ls (and what /w s !be mort w;Ih liS) I(J /1:, dl:. 
klwwkdgmt ll l we art lind to give jDY' ~w;ur·J4-tJNI .; 

JOllY;. . _ 

The prince, already prm:oked by the vicerO)'sb ~"\. 
haviour, was not (orr)' at t hi.<; ovc.rtl.!n·, aud be~ic ". 
he had now found a iiir opporlu nit r to re \'en~t hjw. ' . 
(elf; fo t hat thefe: f.1.thers havj;lg I"t:{'ommcnd tht:' 
import1nce o'f their affairs to God Almigh ty, .r.hm. . 
in the folid eftabli fhment. or utter ruin of reJigion 
was concerned, carr,e to the pal.tce on the 1 Ill- r 
December 169 1, and demanded a\ldience. 

T he emprror (tnt (oml:: eunuchs, his confiJcnts. 
t o know what their bU~llefs ""'as: The fathersl pee­
fently declared to them, the heinOllS exce.fs ( the 
viceroy of Hamcheu, as wd l in re(ped: of the mit: 
fionaries, :tS in refi)td: of the chriflians under his 
vernmcnt, they added moreover, that rht'y h 
fertd a long time without complaining, in exipc~"",r~ j 
tion that their patience would pacify his fpint j 
fince the mi(chief became every day greate:r 
greater, without all hopes of remedy. they C1U'I1e () 
proftratlo: themfclves at the emperor's fect , as to the .. 
ufual ~fyJum of opprelTed innocence, moll blJ> 
to befeech him, to grant to th~ir brethren In tit 
provinces that happy peace tbey themfdves enjoy a 
at Pekin. in the very fight, and under the pro 0 
of his majefty. 

T he emperor. to whom they reported \~ dd 
courfe. had a mind to try the fathers 1;0nftaff"., and 
fo returned them no favourable :'lnf wa ; et.Jt th(if'" 
never ceafing toreprefcnt the unhappincfs the d~· 
reoee of this prince was Ihcrtly like to bring t Ql uri:' 
cler, he (ent new eunuchs to acquaint them, he', 
:was amazed to fee them fa int:'1.tuated with t . darif-
tian rtJigion : ' Is it peffible, he bid them tell tbern .. 

' f th~t r ou areal",ays bu~~ about!' world ~ 



not yet come, and .,unr that wJterein you 
at prefent, as nothing? ,Believe me. firs, there 

;.j is:1 , t~e for all things; ,rnalee better improv.e­
_ 4 J meJlt of what H eaven inftrU~s you with, and dc-

rer all thofe cares tiU you1rotfe to live; ca.res, 
, that are profitable to none but the dead: For my 

ft, {aid he. in a drolling way, I do not concern 
'. s myfclf ill the bufincfs of the ather world, and J do 

.s nOj: pretend to determine llpon thz enufe of thefe 
• inv'fible [pints: • 

Tr\1n the fathers, opprelTed with grief, Oledding 
• a torrent of tc.1.rs, proA:rn.ted themfclves to the very 

ground; they conjureJ the eunuchs to report to the 
emwor the (ad condition whereunto tht=y were re­
duced: ThiJ would b( tht iftfl tim!, raid they, Ihlll 
Ibi; grtfll princ! abandctttd tnHowrl prrfo 't!, and ap­
pland illftnfiblt of our lammfation: b it peer-lifo 'we 
are tmprofjtab/eflrangers Ibal he dcals 1/.1I1S ~t);lb us '? 
AI /(afl, genrlemm, pray trll him, ,bal /h, great GDd 
of htawn and rar/b, 'tvhafo rauft wt main/ail/, for 
t..~om wrfighl, no)', and 10 'whom he himftlf is btholtlm 
f or 01/ bis grll1ldrur, wrll dtfirvrs, that he jhould ex· 
"t a// hi; pfJW('r /0 makt him known, and bis jlll!;rt ;'J 
punijhillg Ihofo who do him an i"jury in the ptrJmJ 0/ '}:iJ minifltrs, 

I !l fine, after all there trials, this gracious prince, 
oved with compaffioll, cou ld no longer dilTemblc 'ii' reaJ fellhments ; he therefo re rent to the fathers 

( at were ruB pro/hate before hjs palace gate) an of. 
ofhis.bed·chamber roacquaint them, 'That he 

, did n~ allow of the viceroy of H:tmcheu's-pro· 
'- ~eedi'1Zs, and that he was willing, for their C'\kcs, to 

""Put an end to his unjuA: perfecution; and that, in 
, a" word, tht:rc were two :~"3.y$ to accompliO~ it : 

The 6rf\:, to fend to the viceroy a fecret order im· 
• I mediately, to give farisfa8:ion for mifchiefs pan; 

, that this way, tho' not fa exemplary. was the moll 
, t r:U~ and fwe. The fecond, to prerent n petitiouJ... 

\ ' Gjl4 .. "I' 



~ and obtain from' ~~ tnounes a favourabl~ t!tt..'"'C:C 
C for all the miffionaries. which ;would dtcidc , !\.--- . 
, differences. That th~y fhould conlult am ' ttl .Ii 

c (elves, what ChOlrid be the moft convtnieh Tt'J -' 
( pre(ent conjullcrure; and, when they had 
, eel the rcarons on both fides, that they /holl 
, back the next day to declare to hilll their _ ".1"-
, refolution. 

T he fathers fignified t heir moA: humble at t/n'­
ledg:ments to'1:he emperor by cuf1:om:-.ry prott!~O"'1, 
and returned fuB with grt-nt hopes of happy lutCcf: , 
yet very uncertain what coune to fieer. 

They confidercd on one ha.nd the danger that t11 
was to put their eaure into the hands of the !:Jrou, 
who always declared againft the chrifiian reJl }(m s 
that in all probabi lity there needed no more 10 re· 
vive aU the ancient accuf.'ttions which time (O;mt:J 
to have forgotten: That the mi(Jiontuies retth!d in 
the provinces, whom they had concealed frop' 1Jle 
court till 'that time, would be obliged to quit Ou'".,-"" 
or dfe forfakc all their mimon~ : T hat at leaJt, Gk 
proceedings of thore who had built llewchurchcs~ lOti 
\:onverted a great number of idolaters aga,jnA: th ~. 
prefs prohiLitiollS of parli."1mcnts, was fl.:fficimt t9 ., 
war:rant the v iceroy of H amcheu: That in tirw. 
things may be broL!ght to pafs by the fubtk d 
vices of our enemi(!S, and fecret undertakings oft 
Bonzes, that they might be fo far from quenclti.!t 
the flame of a particular perfecution, as W'C 1\. 1 
pofe, that we Ihould kindle a general conflagm~ 
in the empire, tlut would not teM1lin.nte ~t in the 
total defolacion of chrifti:mity. l;., 

Thefe reafons. altho' very fubll:antinl and fot 
in themfe1ves, were neverthclefs balanced by tpe fol· 
lowing refleCtions. What rroteCtion foever the tm~ 
rors f!light have given ~iI that time to the m iiliona.-.. . 
ries, yet they experienced. that it was not fufficit:n~. 
2 C?~li~ all the M~arincs <?f provinces to ~'-r .... ,-".':'(,.-~, 
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• nance e chriftians, and that' there was ' a ~rett 

1.lUmber of them. who (prejudiced againft us either 
' . • • th~ !1niverfaI (ontempt w~ch the education of 

una d.ia ufual ly create in rh!m for foreigners, 
the calumnies of the BOllzes. or clfe by a fulfe 

I"o .... """or the publick good) thought it was a piece of 
g fervice to dellroy us, and fpoil in a few days 

· that which had been the work of feveral years. 
~ Thefe particular perfecutions were fa much the 

• more fea red . as they adminifterd occalion to our fe. 
~ret enemies, to declare themfeJves openly againft us, 
and to compore a {hong and great party, which was 
commonly upheld by the courts appointed for the 
ordering rites and ceremonies. who always waited 
for ~ca{jOIlS to flop the coutfe of new foreigners in­
to the flare; fa that if in thefe critical cOIlJlmcrurcs 
the emperors. by a particular providence, lhouJd not 
have honoured us with their benevolence, chriftiani­
ty would have long fi nce been deft:roy'd in China, 
a:ld, it may be, the m~mory of it would have bee" 
t()t:dly obliterated. 

We lhould therefore confider, that the court per· 
haps would not be always (0 favour.l ble to us; that 

• there needed no more but one moment :llone to lo(e 

~
e emperor's gr:tc10US f.lVOur, Of, what was flil] 
orc dangerous, to intail his indignation upon us. 

thofe of our religion; that, in this fickle flare 
~n religion was, the leaft oppofition from the 
Mptc!arines would fu ffice to fet the people's hearts 
againft it; tlbt the great ~nes them{elves durft Q.g:cr 
declare, Ott be converted, for far of being one day 
~ponlibW to the parliaments for their converfion. 

wlftth probably in time might be made an heinous 
crime, 

On the contrary, if Co be the chrifUan faith were 
once approved by publick edict, nothing aftawarcl 
~ dift'urb its efiablifhment, lince..it would be 

'l. ,,j,'!:{ ' us to the ido%lttous peQple, becau~e ,the 
• . cbril\Wl!. 



chriA:ians would Tf.tke a profeffi ' f,.of 1t. 
and, at Iaft, the new miffionaries w~ ! 
without interruption into the van field Qj ~I r: 
pel, and would Uter.! (ow, without any conuWijr ... 
ticn. that f.1cred word, which would then pr u 
an hundred fo ld. 

The only hope of ruch a great benefit ~r- -
mined the fathers to try this lall: means . an (0. 
much the rather, bccaufe they believed they CDldd 
not in futlli.re time meet with any occaJi.an more· 
favourable to accomplilh it, The remem of 
lignal fervices, fathe r Verbieft had renderc I;D ~ 
fiate, was ftill very recent; the emperor dtclan:d I 

how Ccnfiblc he was of the refoiution thaJ titer 
Grimaldi an l talian b,ad taken to crofs rr-e Ih." 
a~aill for his fake, and to undertake a n ('t: rr... I 
dious journey. Father Thomas, a Flemmiqg, ""IS 

was wholly taken up in mathematicks, wntrtin I 
he acquired the reputation of a learned knowing . 
man, and moll: pious miffionary. Father P~ra..J' 
a Portuguefe, for his part, took a gl«llt c1 Qf 
pains a long time in certain in(lrllment~ and k.~ 
vt!rai engines that the prince took great 4t'li~ht 
in: but thn.t which did our i.>U("lefS, in g(tttni 
his heart, was the peace which f.'uher GdUll"fl 
had but jnn: then concluded, three hundred 1 ')!l " 
from Pekin, between the C hineft: and Murc .. ,~ 
Prince Sofan. nearly related to the emperor., i 

plenipotentiary, Il:ood amaud at his 'leal, d 
publickly declared. that, but for him, this 
tifiwn would never have terminated !P. the- twI .. 
vantage of the empire. H e fpoke ot"tit to 
~mperor to that pur-pofe; and at that very . 
he infpircd him with feltrimcnts of ell:eem 4~d 
aKe{tion for t his fath('r, which have continued 
twrr fi nee beyond whatfocver we were able to C:X' 

pea or hope for. Betides, this fame father; t.()o­

"oether with f~ther BQv('t. both f'rench, an of th~ . ... ,......,.. ~ 
• 
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1/ num of thoCe whom t he king fent into China in 
°r-:t68S' pplied themfelvcs for man y years to teach 

~
t , '-nd philofophy to the emperor, with ruch 

c.': .f.c;, thllt he could never Le vkary ill difcourling 
jrh t:tU.J1pon there matters . 

...... ..;lO{llltbccaufe thefe z.ealous miffionaries were fulJy 
pet aded~ that~ when religion is concerned, hum:m 

~ 'afliltances are very infigninc.1nr. if God Almighty do 
.. not fL"Crttly direCt and order the whole work; they 

began to implore the affifinnce of him wgam nothing 
is able to refia ; they fprcad opell their wants before 
fl im, and difco'iered their hearts in his prefcnce, and 
told him with the (arne confidence that once an imated 
Judidf: Make bart, rlu,ktoar"O ud, thy arm on our 
behaJ[. as thou di4fJ brrtlofort, -and bring 10 nOlight tbe 
objlnrlt cur omnia oppoft ngt'lh!/l us .' L tl lhoflwJ.1J 
have boajled Ibtzllbry (ould dt)lrfJ)' Ihe lemple, who have 

. already propbantd Iby allar, and /r~ddtn under f OOL 
\,.Ihe ItI/JN'l1ade of /by holy ntlmt; It I Ihm: til prtftnl be 

jfnjible, lbol bifure tbu all /bdr force is lIo/hi"t but 
(Joml] and wealmtfi: Pili inlo our mou/hs, Lord, 
Ibal holy fJ)()rd, and repltlli/h Ollr hMril wi,. /hoft 
wife cM/nfth tbat make lru,h alwo)'l/o Iriumph I 10 
Ihe mJ tby houft , thai halh bun fo mall] yeorl in a 

'?l'" lUdllg landi/ion, may at Ibis Jay be im1JJ()'I)eably pl. r ~ IZnd confirffud; I2nd Ibal all nati"l1 ma) in Ibe 
''l'l confifs, tbar Jhou only art the trlle God, alld ,b((/, 

_ IItfidel Ihet, we ought (~ ftck for none other-, 
.After this fervent prayer they fecrcdy prefented 

their petition- to the emperor, that they were~:Uw­
wards to offer him in publick. H e read it, but nm 

ing tttirein what ~as the moll capahle to make 
impreffion upon the fpirit of the Chinefc (for they 
inlifted upon whJlt J:r:incipaJ ly related, to the fauaity 
~nd tnnh of the chn fiian religion) he drt;w up another 
himfeJf i ll the T artarian language, whjch he Cent 
au:k to the fathers, yet leaving them to their liperty 

to 
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to retrench, or add -thereto, as they JhaU JIlt ~ IDOI* 
convenient, , 

Indeed, if one do but never fa little ~ ... ., 
the particular ch'atad:er of the cmperor$ of ~i'.... ,. 
one cannot fufficiently ad mire, that th:c: • ,~er ' 
perOt fhould vouchfafe t.o defcend from the 
degree of grandeur, which he ob{erves e¥CT)" ~ 
eIre, nay even in re(peCl: of the greatcfi- pM to 
make himfelf familiar with pitiful miffiolla1'i('$: r..w I 
man to confider after what manner he take a p-.u-ti~ • 
cular account of all their affairs ; how ht: {peaks to 
them, how he puts them ill a way, would J\t- !'lOot 
conclude that it is a private man that marup the . 
concerns of his friend? Yet nevertheJefs, it iI ant o( 
the greatdl: kings in"the world, that is pk·.rod r.hu~ 
to ftickle to pleafe a company of fi-range ~c:n .r 
the peril of the fundamental laws of the nlttic)n.. 

But after all. it is no wonder that a G od, -wh ro. 
ellablifh his religion, humbled. himfelf fo • a t'~ .. 

make himfelf like to men, d~ oblige fomet:imes. c 
greateft princes of the world fo diveft themfdvn: Of 
their majefly and innate pride. to co-opt' .... ';lt~' .lJld 
concur in this grand work. For certainly. I\d care 
foever we may have taken to make this pri"(~ r. 
vourable to us, yet mull we needs herein principally 
acknowledge the efficacy of divine grace. It 4,.,1 til" 
almighty voice of t he I....ord that alone can, Co 'f.t':tk 
ill the fCriptll t'e expreffiO!l, bruife tb~ wI. I "," 

flnlt Iht numnla;,/S oJtbt wildtrntft ; that ' to\' .Ii p 

mfe the grtat ones of the world, and giv it t . 

hearts what motion he pleafcs. .~ 
Whilft all thefe things were tranfadtd a r 

the viceroy of Hamchcu, that had now J flO to 
make fome refleCtions upon his behaviour, 
peaceable in his province, The cro:lit of prine-
did grievoufly perplex him; and above c 
drtadcd his juft men\mellt, for to pacify l)irn, 

'II ~ 
. II 
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~'thPug~lt thewifeficourfe to fend' fme of his officers to 
him~ UI er pretence to jufiify himfelf to him, butin 

!': elf~, t e~fpe:ratc theprincipalMandarines ofLipou 
• 11 • fi- t e miffionarics., in cafe be lhould find any 

nitY to do it. 
.. ~me this officer arrived at court. but 

pn Soran would not fa much as hear him ; and. 
L_ packing him away, brifkly told him, that he much 

wonder'd that his maficr made {ueh little account of 
'"'parous whom the emperor honoured with his af­

l ~ feflion, and employed and tTUned in his fervice. 
~ • AJ to what rdaleJ to fbeir bujinljs. J am no mure 

('Jnurned in ii/han tbe tmptror would himfilf. nrfo 
• [t1/bn-s,po'".Jt implorid his pr(Junion, and be wtlJ undtr­

jlands buw 10 do tbem jujliu w;v;out my inu,.muidling : 
_ htjides, when I wrote on tbei,. behalf, il was nol fo 

mucb 10 do tbem n kindnt[s, as thereby I() exhibit 4 

loktn of frirndjhip II tbt 'fJi,"O)', in plticking him from 
. the precipice whither he bad fo indiftrully tbrow. 

himftlf· 
This an(wer did (0 ftartle this officer, that, withou t 

ever dreaming of m'aking any other progrefs, he re­
turned to his mafl:er at H amcheu to render all ac­
count of the ill (uccers of his commiffion. 1 'he fn­
tbers. who had notice of it, underll:ood by that, that 
they were. to lofe 110 time, and that they were fpee­
dify to improve the good difpofition of prince Sofan; 
(d that upon 9>ndJemu.dlly they went to the palace., 
and offel"d to the emperor, with the u(ual ceremonies,. 
ttftf petition that he himfelf had compofed. of whi.ch 
~'C hl:l'C the tr:lIlflation. -

~ 
" May i,t pleafe your Majefty, . W E expofe to you, with the moll perfett 

( {ubmiffion, and moll profOWlJ refped that 
_ .# we are capable of, the begilming, end, inducements, 

: al¥i ruobvcs of OUT boft humble requeft, heine; 
, ~ Nn that Y0tl will 'VDuchfafe to hear it' witlt 

1' ' '\ ' . ~the , 
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't 'oo ' ::r oO 
, the (-arne prudence that attends all YOUf I-tf. t · 
l and with that benevolence wbcrewith -vtnt 

been gracioufly plcafed to honour us. ' 1 
, On the !lindt month of the moon, F.i hrr Trt'tl t" , 

, eetta, one of your majefty's rubje~ .... who ... a. 
, is ill the city of Hamchell , did acqu:nlrt: ~ .. U~ 
, the viceroy had fi:rid:ly charged the Mapd ' Clof 
• his province to pull down aU the temples flf tt: 

C chri!l:ians, to bum the printing tables, upo.a ",hlch 1 
' are engraven all the books of allf religion. More- ., 
• over, he hath publickly decb.red, that OUt J'vCbine ~ 
• is falfe and dangerous, and confequently nor to be: 
, tolerated in the empire. and hath added 1t,onr.d 
, other things mof\: difadvantagcous to us. J 

• U pon this news; fi r, fcized with ho'rrU1\ n:i 
• penetrated with grief, we thought Qurfel*s obJi 
, to have recourfe to your majcfty, as the con 

f.'lther of the affiiCl:ed. to lay betore you ~he de-. 
plornble condition whereunto we are tedu ; 
for, except you grnnt us your protcd:ion, it ittlto· 
get her impoffible to avoid the llratngemt of IDtlt 

enemies, and to ward the blow wherewith chey 
threaten us. 
• That which adminillers comfort to us, fit, 
we II.ppe: .. r at your majefty 's feet. is to (<<­
what wifdom you influence and move all the 
of your empire, as if it were the bodYt of " . h 
you are the foul; and with what uncOI mt!nt 
and impartiality you regulate the inttre~ of cb 

' ,.J2.tlvate man, without acceptation or pe-if0f1~. m· •• 
, {omuch that you could not be ~t rdl jf '00 kn 
, but one lingle fubjed: opprdTed by . uitkt or ' 
, but even deprived' of that rank and Qb 
, he deferves. 

• You furpafs, great fir, the might1,dl s 
c amongfi: your precieeelfors, who have in .. 'rtim • 
c ~tted f.tJ.fe religions in China; for yO\. do in.­
c tirely love truth, and do not r.pprove eCl . ;, 
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.. , fQr~is rta[on it is, that, in MUng your progrefs 

t to Vi~our provinces, you have given a thoufand 
• tdlim !UP of your royal affe&ion to the European­
c miaion "es thl.tt were ill youroroad; as if you 

. ~t thereby to tellify, that you value their 
~ c J 1 nd that you would be very glad that 

t iY would fettle in your (lates; what we deliver 
-! here. in publick , is generally k nown to the whole 

- c empire. 
• c Th~fore, when we behold the viccm), ofJ-Jam· 

" , cheu to ftile the chriftian religion, the falCe and dan­
'. gerous religion; when we are informed that he ufcs 
" all his endeavours to dcfiroy it; how are able to 
, ffiflcoPllr juft {arrow. and forbear to declare to 
, your majclly what we Cuffe.? 

_ 'This is not the firft time, fir, that they have 
, perfecuted us without any reafon ; therefore father 
e Adam Schaal. your [ubject, on whom your prt:­
, decellOrs heap'd many extraordinary favours. made 

( C it known to all t he coun, that th~ rules of the 
• • cdenial motions, ell:abJifheJ by the ancien t aftro­

I • nomers of Chinl!., were all falfe ; he propofed others, 
, that did perfectly ~gree with the cOldl:ellations tha.t 
, were approved. and made ufe of with no [mall 
, fuccefs, fo that this change brought order again 
, i nto the empire. Your majefty is not ignorant of 
C what pall at that rime in Pc:kin; we may,we hOJ>c~ 

I "have leave to remember how matters flood. there. 

• 
'fince they are fo !hallY fingulae favours we there rc-
4 <eived ; ret upon the account of exploding and 
, abolilhing of thefe errors, how much did the"11ffier 

.... ' afterwa.yis fulTer by caluIDllies of his enemies? 
, ~am-quam ficn, and thofe of his faction, falOy 
, accufed him of {evcral crimes, under pretence of 
, novelty, as if this new aftronomy had not agreed 

with heaven; he died, not being able at that time 
' .' to ,junify himfclf; bu t your majefly put father 
• ~iIifr in' hi, p",<e, ",d heaped on him fo ;"""y 

" -", 'h 
~ .. 4'"'vours, 



, favoutS;' that lhen£e of this was toq 
, and his words too faint to demonA:rateti<ll1 
, world the greatnefs of his acknow.ledg., ! 
C did he deeply JOCfent all thefe d i \"~~'LI 
, on purpofe not to be . 
, bulied for above twenty years in 
, fort9 of books for the publick 
, allronomy, arithmerick, mu!1ck, and 
, that are am extant in cae palace, 
, divt:rs otkers which he had not tme to 
, and finifh . -

• Bur, fince your majefty is perfed:ly inll:rutlcd in. 
c aU there particulars, we dare not prefume to tire· 
e out your patience by a longer difcourfe ~ we do • 
, only humbly be(ee~ your rnajeA:y to confider, • ~ 
, that all this is not fufficient to intitle us to the--

I ' peopk's affeCtion for us, and confid!!"ce in us . 
C If. as they accule us, the law that we preach be 
• falre and dangerous, how can we, fir, juilify the . '" 
• candua of princes, who have honour\l us with 
, their efter:m ? ' 

, Neverthelefs, not to mention any thiDg of your • 
, predece{fors, your majefty yourfelf hath made fa 
~ fure of our loyalty, that you order'd father Ver­
, biefl- to found fame cannon of a new model, to 

, put an end to a dangerous war: you made father 
, Grimaldi cwfs the vaft: ocean to go into Mufcovy, 
, with the letters and feal, of the high court of tne 
, militia; you fent the fathers Gerbi llon and Pereira, 
~ upon very important affairs, to the' very f~fl: 
' '""fiU I.S of Tartary; neverthelefs, your majefty well 
, knows, that thofe, who aregoverned a, the prin 
, ciples·of a falre religion~ never ufe to ferve .. ... 
• prince faithfuUy; theyalmoft ever abandon ~. 
, felves to their own paffi~ns, and never aim t OJI ' . 
• thing but their own particular intereft. -,. 

, If therefore we do exatlly di(charge our dl~)'..-
• and, if t<1 this very day w~ • alWllY'1l!u • the-

~ c ' pu 
./_--","V" 
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"I"!!' r ... hl ~, it is moll manifell. this z~ p~ceeds 

"\ from an iea.rt weU affeCted,' full of efi:ecm and ve­
, ,K.1'1I:l4.~.,. , nd (if we may be 0014 to fay fo) ofa hngu­

"' ~ 'ia .. -aiil6"101l for the perron of your mnjeRy. On the 
• ("v ~·t"T'V. ~ this heart once ceafe to {uhmit to you, it 
' .. ,OJ .. :d be, from that very time., contrary to right rea-

toll- fenfe. and all fentimcnts of humanity . 
.. This . ng fuppofed, fir, we humbly befeech 
yton to confider, that, after the fatigues of a tedious 
VO)&g't lVe are at length arrived in y~ur empire, 
e)(empt Rom that {pirit of ~mbition and covetouf-

r' ntfi, 1~t commonly bring other men thither, but 
# ( with:on ~ent defjre to preach to your p~ople the 

10 hi;: tNe religion. 
ADd truly, when we a~peared here the i:ft 

timet we were entertain'd with abup..dance of marks 
f of .. ion, as we have often f.'lid already, and 
, wlu.:h ,,.e cannot repeat too often. In the tellth 

f '-, 4' of Chun-tchi they preferrd us to, the fole direc-
,. (non 'Of tbe mathematicks. In the fourteenth year 

, of the faJne reign, they gave us Jeave to build a 
• t:hll b."At Pekin. and the emperor him(elf was 
C \Y;'ling" grant us a particular place for the burial 

of O4U" dead. In the t~ellty-feventh year of your 
I m-ljdt, ·s glorious reign, your majeft:y honoured the 
, Jnemory of father Verbiefi. Ilot only by new titles, 
f but fo by the care you took to caufe the Iaft affi­
\ cat to be perform'd to him, with ' an almoft royal 
, pomp and magnificence. Some while after, you 
{ ~1ll1 'tn apartment, and maA:ers to th.$,..P..QY 
c ~~rt "'11 miffionaries, to facilitate their learning of ... 

- ' fa! Ta..-tuian tongue. In:l word, you feem'd 

~
Wcll fatisfied with their deportme'lt that you 

.. ~'ltfed th fervices they had render'd to tbe flate by 
, 4 t. "o'Oyages il1ro 1;artary. and negot~1rion with 

"1' •• tht Muf.:c vites;to.bc inferted in the records of the 
~ No'la- • '~at a happinefs, fi r. and a g~ry is"t for 

- w."jo bt- ludged ~~of ferving fo great a prince! -
.. _. • ~ h • -.I Since 
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, Since therefore your majefry, who d.oca Co 

, govern this grand monarchy, vouchftt (h to 
, ploy us, and put ruch confidence ~n 1.1 hvw' 
, poffible there Ih~uld be olle lingle Mar.1:Uinc ru 
• rational to refufe one of ,our brethrel;! tJ]\ { 

~ live ill his province? Verily, fi r, one tawl!;l. ... , .. If, 

• ciently deplore the hard fate of that g (J1j mlJ'I , 

, who, in a little corner of the earth, hun 1)' uisu:" '_ 
, (0 much (pace, as is necelfary peaceably fOll d t~ 1; 
< remaillcft:r of his da(.;s. which yet he cannot 0 .J. .. " < • It is for this rea on, fir, that all of \lS I your rna· ., 
, jefty's meft humble li,bje&, who are hu~· ti t! Ii i" • 
, faken orphans, that would injure po bod)' \ , y, -
, who endeavour to avoid I:tW~fUlts, qua.rrel~ ng- .. .. 
• lings, and the leat\contet1:atiolls; it is for this rca 

fon (we fay ) that we befeech you to talt.: Ou. . ut. 
in hand, with thofe fentiments of equity thit an:: 

, fa elTenti:t1 to you; have fame compaflioo, nr-. up-. 
, on pen OilS who have committed no faillt; nJ. if · 
, your majefl:y, after being fully informed \Jf our 
, carriage, does really find, that we are inhOtertt, we 
, befeech you to let all the empire underfta.rt,J, I 110 

, publick ediCt, the judgment you enttrtall.l or our 
, morals and d08:rille. It is for the obminm$ this' 
, favour, that we affume the liberty of prcfc.nting to 
, you this requeJ1:, In the meantime all and every 
, your fubjefu the miffionaries will expOCl with fUr, 
, and intire fubmiflion, what you fhall ~ pk...w d IX­
, appoint, touching t he premifes. In th1! thil b 
, year of the reign of Cham-hi, the .15ci darofth~ 

.. c.; 11th month of the moon.' 
T he emperor gracioufl y receiv'd this r ~, 

fent it the 18th of the fame month to t)e oou· 
rires, wit:h an order to examine it, and, Wtti'l 

-, 

6rft opportunity. to make report of it N 'hi ~t .. 
becaufe there.is a vacation in aU the cou or jUt.tilc..i~ ~ 
tu~1i. in China, muc.h about the f.1.me ~i91et until tJ}..: 
15Th of !he firft !pohth 9f tr.e year £ iI ",g. d s ... 

" ... Lipoq,.could not (nCwer nn' the 18th. of t 
· m~ 




