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P-REFA,GE

*TO. T HE .

READEIRS

fTAHE WRITINGS of FLAVIUS JOSEPHUS have always been efteemed by the PIOUS
and LEARNED, for their uniform tendehcy to elucidate the Hijlory of the Old Tejlament
in many obfcure paflages; to corroborate, by concurring tejlimony, its general Veracity;
and confequently to increafe t~ Evidence of that Religion we profefs, as the Difciples of and
Believers in JESUS CHRIST.

Nothihg can more fully afcertain thevalue of THESE W ORKS, thah their bein” fo pa™jcu-
larly ufeful in promoting the inquiries of Unbelievers, as they ate happily calculated to convmce
them oT their aangerous *rrors; to which we may add, that nerel™ a number of modern Sceptics
have been brought to acknowledge TRUTH ofthe SCRIPTURES; which the Antiquities
of the "Jews, as related by JoTephus, abundantly demonftrate and confirm ; whence it may be
inferred, that the works™in queftior*ave made more Converts to the do£lrines of the Old and New
Tejlament than the unitM labours of all oth/sr Writers.

Our Author has this pre-eminence of all other Hiftorians, in ~at his writings abound with more
fingular and well-authenticated occurrences than thole of any olner, whether anterior, cotemporary,
or pojierior; they are alfo replete with information, not only of Sacred Hijlory, but may ferve as a
complete compendium of Univerfal Knowledge™— He is as entertaifting as he is ufeful\ and jraply veri-
fies the remark made long ago by one who underftood human nature well, Omne tulit punflum qui
mtfcuit utile dulci; “ That writer has anfwered every dcfireable purpofe, who has given his read-
ers an agreeable mjxture of ufility and delight.” * *x

If we advert to the importance of the fubjefts communicated in the following flieets,,it mufl
be confelfed, that they exceed thofe.of other hiftories, which*are confined within the narrow
limits of human aftiftns; whiTft thefe reprefent the varipus and aftoniftiing exertions of AL -
MIGHTY POW ER; the marvellous in)erpofitions of DIVINE PROVIDENCE; all of them
tending to excite our admiration of the GOODNESS of GOD. Here are exhibited the vari-
ous vicijitudes of human affairs, the foundation offome kingdoms eftablifhed on the ruins of others ;
the WORSHIP of the ONE, TRUE, and LIVING GOD, demonftrated to be the Religion of
NATURE'™as well as of REVELATION ; the folly and wickednefs of embracing Idolatry in-
ftead of the true Religion; and of relying on an arm of flefti, and not on the living God.
Throughout the’ whole of thefe wftrks, the praftice of VIRTU E is recommended by Example as

well as Precept axyii proVed to be the only way to Profperlty and Honour™whtxYitx it relates to the
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v THE TRANSLAT*OR's PREFACE/ TO THE REAPERS.

conduft of Individuals, or to that of Kingdoms and States; ancfthat all her ways- {ird plcafant, and
all her paths peace. .

The prefeiit Edition of thefccValuable ertlngs by means of T"\Jes of peculiar conftruftion,
and other Qtconomical Meafurej, will be comprifcd on the moll Cheap and Moderate Scale, in
order that the Readers may have the whole at aoout Half the jjlual I'icey and not be deprived of
any part of the gertuine Hiftox™\ Taulology4e confequently avoided as rnuch as polTible; Con-
cil;iiefs is lludied, fo as not to injure the original meariin”™; Prolixity is alfo guarded a”infl,
that the Patiegce of the Readers may not be”dxhaufted,j.ncjr thei? Pocket? picked by ufelefs Repe-
titions, which fefve only to increafe the Quantity of Paper, Print, anfl Expence lo Purcharers.
W e have alfo carefully avoidtjd the errors of other Editors and Tranflators, \vho Jfave, purpofely
to extend their Publica.tions to UnreafonaWe Bounds, introduced unnecefTary Piviiions and
Subdivifions in Chapta-s, long-winded Heads of Contents, longer frequefllly tnan,the Chapters
themfelves, long Letters and tedfous unintereiling Speeches, interpolated by Publilhers for inter-
eiled purpofes, and which are by no means to be confidered as the Works of Jofephus; Blank
Paper and Loofe Print at the beginning of the Books, which is only lofing confiderable Space
that might be better employed; all vhich Caufes of Complaint, tliat have been fo much ob-
jeEled to, we have cautioully endeavoured to avoid. We have alfo fo contrived our Marginal
Notes, that we have an opportunity of ufing to advantage © confiderable Space which others
have loll through their Milmanagement; lo that by thefe means, and in c”onfequence of our
New Improvements, we have an opportunity of comprifing an extraordmary Quantity of
Intercfling Matter in the limits of Our Work, in order to render the whole ftill more com-
plete, and more acceptable to Readers in general.

Fortner Tranllations and their refpeftive editions have been confulted: and it is preCumed that
the Prefent Edition will meet the particular elleem of a difccrning Public, on account of the
paifw which have been t”cen to render the work worthy their particular notice and preference.

Former Editionsof this Kind have been extended to ufelels and unreafonable bounds; but this
W ORK, though comprized in only FORTY Number” will contain more LetJer-Prefs than
others which are fwel ed out to the enormous CompafiU”~f. Sixty or more Numbers; and
though otber Publifiers have urged the lingular Utility and Convenience of Printing them in Fo-
lio, it mull be evident, upon a comparative View, *that thij/*QUARTO”Size is infinitely more
CONVENIENT than the Folio, and that, by giving TWENTY PAGES of Letter-Prefs in
QUARTO, clofely printed, more, Reading muft be contained therein than can poflibly be in
‘livclve Pages in FoJio LOOSELY PRINTED, where a very confiderable dijlance is introduced
between the Lines, in order to fwell it Nut to an unreafonable Compafs. Such a Mode of Printing
mull considerably augment the Price, which Ave confider, in Works of this Important Nature,
as a grofs Violation oT that Jullice due to the Public; as fuch Publications ftiould be brought
into the narroweft Compafs, that tlje Poor, as well as the Rich, may have an opportunity of
deriving Information in Points contained in thefe Works, and v’hich refpeft their Bell Interefls.

It is'thought neceflary to obfepe, thatbefides Twenty Pages of Letter-Prefs, every Nfimber
of this Work fhall include one elegant Engraving, and fofnetim”s two, three, or*more, which is
more than was ever given, or propofed to be given, iany other Work of"this kind; and by the
extra Number of Pages we ftiall be enabled to give more, in Quantity, than can be comprifed in
thofe which contain only Twelve Pages, printed with ~eat DiUances between the Lines,
in order to increafe the Quantity of Numbers, and fubjea the Purchafers to an additional
Expence New Types have been "call on purpofe for this Wferk, by the celebra™d Mr. FRY,

in order to prevent the fmallell Degree oi a worn-out appearance, WhICh is the C’\e with all
Other Publications of the Kind.

T. BR A DSHAW'
Great Towcr-Strcet, London. ) ' * o
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FLAVIUS JOSEPHUS
He|l s TOTHISCI R Y

ANTIQUITIES of the JEWS.

tranfmit to poflerity their records of paft events, | V/ill venture to afFert, that the

work which I have entered upon will appear worthy the attention of the world,
as it confiprehends ~ hiftory »# the antiquities, IK)licy, and government of our nation,
faithfully tranflated from the Hebrew writings. .

When | began the Hiftory of the WARS, k was my <7”ef intention, in that work, to
explain the origin and antiquities of the Jews, the vicifTitudes of fortune they underwent, and
to delineate the charafter of their l«giflator; but, as proceeded, | found the ANTI-
QUITIES a fubjefl too copious to be.treated in connexion with any other: 1 therefore
determined to detach it from the Hiftory of the Wars, and direft my attention to the Anti-
auities, previous to the wars and other fucceeding events. Yet (as is frequently the cafe with
tnofe who engage in arduous purfuits) | was dilcouraged' to perfevere, as the work proved
labdt-ious, and my progrefs (€5med retarded in proportion to its prolixity. Some, hawever,
fronf a laudaBle defire of a(”quirine knowledge, encourageJ me to proceed, and efpecially
EPAPHRODITUS*, * a man who nad a propenfity toJiterature in general, and to hi lory in
particular; and had himfelf held very confiderable employments, experienced many changes
of fortune, and manifefted throughout the whole an integrity and magnanimity rarely to be
equalled, and never excelled.

W ITHOUT dwelling on fhe motives by which Hiftorians Stre generally induced to

*  Epaphrsditus was mafter of req\icfts to the emperor Nero; he was aandeianed to die by the emperor Dotnitian, becaufc he
had aflifted Nero in killing

No. 1. o o * ' . B . I was
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v JOSEPHUS'SPREFACE to his HISTORY of*he ANTIQUIT”S of the

I was thus pr/hjvailed on by the perfuafion of fo zealous a* patron, and difdaiiring an igno-
. minious floth to the profeM™Non of a laudable undertaking, | refumed my talk with a deter--
mination of completmg it with all convenierit fpeed. Befides, MYen | reflefted that King
FrOLEMY II. * (a fovereign who greatly favoured learning, and was delirous of obtaining
literary information, even at. iWimenle charge) procured aCreek tranllation of our code oT?
laws, conflitution, and government; and that*LEAZAR ouf high prieft,i man inferior to none
of his predeccffors in knowledge or virtue, could notedciiy to wat prince the pajticipation of
the inftruftion and entertainment to be derived frofn fuch, a work, as he knew it was the cuftom
of our anceffors not to conceal that which might be ufcful to m'ankinrf in general ;» | held it my
incumbent duty to imitate the libe~lity of our high priell—and the more , as | am per-
fuaded there are now many perfons as much attached to literature, and as arixioufly defirous of
obtaining knowledge,’as that priHce was ift nis day. ' S

We are alfurcd that KingPgolemy did not obfain all our writings ; thofe whicHi related to-
the Law only w™re prefented to him by the interpreters at Alexandria; whereas the fubjefts
compriled in the facred writings are innumerable, fmce they contain the luflory of near four
thoufand years; a hiftory replete with furprifingevents refpe”ting the various fortunes of war,
the glorious atchievements of heroes,* ana the extraordinary revolutlons of ftates and king-
doms.

It is my earneft wifth that by the authenticity of the Mofaic writings my worRs may be
proved ; confcious that nothing will be found therein derogatory to tife dignity ot the
Supreme Being, or repugnant to his gracious defigns towards men ; butthat, on the other hand,
they will appear a dilplay of his periedions, and a comment on his benevolence ; as well as
demonftrate, that all things are difpofed in exadl conformity to the laws of univerfal nature, to
principles of the fublimeft reftitude, and to the pureft di6>ates of unerring truth.

I”ol'cs has amply difeuffcd thefe important points; where it is requihte, his language is
plam and explicit; in other parts, it abounds wrlL allegorical figures, to invejtigate \”i;ch
requires the aid of philofophical dilquifition. But difniifiTmg this fubjefl for the p~ier.t,
I inall apply myfelf to the work I have undertaken, and begin with the creation of the \ 1d ;
after makmg a lew necelfary obfervaiions, by way of introduction to the whole. uf

-'"FLAVIUS JO.SEPHUS.

*  King of Eg}pt, and ion of PITOLEMY 1. furnamed Lacus and who, though only a foldicr in Alexander’s army, at his
death got the kingdom to himfelf.

EX'"PLANATION of ' the* FRONTISPIETCE.

unerring wiulu iuc iium luc on wivA 1 At tne feet ot
JOSEPHUS are A LION, EA(ILE, COAT OF MAIL, &c. &c. as EMBLEMS of STRENGTH
and VAI.OUR. On the PEDESTAL of the Roman J”perojs VESPASIAN,* TITUS," and

BRANCH, &c. point out the MOSAIC HISTORY; and the setting sun, to’ether with the
Roman Army burning th« CITY of JERUSALEM, refer to the FINAL DESTRUCTION of
the JEWISH EMPIRE. c

The ORNAMENT includes fome implemf.nts of WAR, and alfo Emblematic ALLUSI*»Ns to the
GOSPEL of OUR SAVIOUR JESUS JCHRIST, concerning whom the WORKS of JQSEPHUS
give fuch ample and impartial TESTIMONY.

* For the TITLES of his VARIOUS WORKS, fee the Titlc-fagt of thi* NRff' EDITIpN.
* . "FLAVIUS

«r
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FLAVIUS JOSS5 PHUS:

H is h i s t o r vy oe. the

ANTIQUITIES

J E W S.

B O O K l.
Containing the TRANSACTIONS of 2S30 YEARS, from the CREATION
of the WORLD, to the DEATH of ISAAC the PATRIARCH.

I NT R ODWUZCTI ON . *

rjj~H O SE hiftorians, who have borne*an aftive part in the aftions which tliey rccord, confider them-
~Nlves as under peculiar obligations, from that very circumftancc, to bear evidence to all fuch
matters as fell within their cognizance: they are, moreover, induced to take up the pen from a
gemerous defirc of tranfmitting to pofterity fuch aftions a” for the general good of niankina, ought to
Be univerfally publifhed,»and ~not belftfFered to lie buried in a difgraceful obfcurity or oblivion. Under
the Influence of the above confiderations, | have undertaken my prefent talk ¥for, as | was privy to every
tranfaf£lion in the war between our people the Jews, and the Roman™.«J deem it my duty tg publifh to the
world a true (late of all that palled during the above period, and to expofe the *fallchoods and raiireprc-
fentations which have been introduced into the relations of other writers upon the fubjeft.
It has been part of my defign fo trace the origin of the Jews, and to treat of their variou*
dettp™* fortunes, and of their excellent legiflator, by whom they were trained up in the*p*aflicc of
fuch exemplary virtue and piety; and alfo to relate the incidents of the various wars in
which they were engaged for fo many ages, particularly of tle laft, which they were compelled, how-
ever averfe to it they were, to emaintain againft the Romans. ! was led to this refolution by the rc-
fleSion that our anccuors had al\ys manifelled the greateft readinefs to Communicate fuch matters to
the nStives of the neighbouring countries; and that the Greeks theipfelves had repeatedly exprClfed an
affeftionaic inqiflfitivenefs relative to the*hiftory of our nation.*
A futiVe In the pewifal of t#*5s hiftory, there is |Jone circumftance more particularly deferving the
drf<6(>|é(>nin reader’s attention; which is, that liley who refign themfejves to the will, and obey the ordi-
tcrexdaen  nances of the Almighty, profper even beyond belief in" all their undertakings, and enjoy,

joined. . . . . . . A
! bcfidcs, the promife of ecftatic and eternal blifs in a life to come; whereas the iJTigodly, on
the other hand, are defeated in all their defigns, how feafible foever tir*y may appear, and arc plunged
.................................... n | | ml | l. | b=
* The Editor* in arranging the introduttory matters to the dif> cording to the Author’s original intention, and in the moft cccono*
fewnt parte of thi» Work, hk» carefully attended to the original mical manner, in order to brin™ the whole into the moft moderate
Verfions in the Hebrew and Gre”, forit was fifft written in the compafs pofliblc, carefully avoiding all interpolations of former
former language by order of Vefpafian, and then tranflated into the Tranflators and Editors,'who have ufcd fuch means merely to extend
latter. He has tliercfore™n proaucing this Editioa, endeavoured their £ditiont to an unreafonable length and unoecefikry expence.

to difpof~of the divilion of Books, yhaptert. Content™ &c, ac. 3 e into



8 THF. WHOLE T~ENUINE WOF~KS'OF JOSJjETHUS.

into cndlefs tnifery and woe. Let the reader, therefore, conformehimfclf, in alf thingw to the divine
v/ill, and maturely* refleft on vfjiat Mofcs, our legiflator, has faid refpefting the nature of God, and the
correfpondence which lubfills'a'i'nong all the >works,of his hands; oblerving, at the fame time, how free
the narrative .of our great lawgiver is from thofc ftftions which abound in the relations of other writers.
Yet, when the diftance of time in which be wrote is confidered, it will appear plain, that he might
have impofcd upo!+ us whatever falftties he had plcafed. without any danger of detection; as our hiflory
commences above two thoufancl years prioj- to the fabulous narrations of the anc;cnt poets : neither have*”
the heathens themfclves the audacity to trace fft«far back the origiit of their falfe gods, the boaftcd
aElions of their heroes, or the codes of their leginators. But *s the authenticity of tlie narrative depends,
in a great degree, on the authority of what Mofcs«in his Vifdon'i thought fu to deliver, it will be ncceffary
to premifc foriltlhing concerning Mofcs himfclf, in order t« prevenf all ca’vils; as my readers will*na-
turally be furprifcd to find (b many philofophical digreflions in a work whlchJ’\ln the title, promifes
nothing more than a plain nartation oP hillorical fa£ls.

Hoouradle bc obfcrved, that this excellent perfon contends, that every man who would live
tim>ryof  virtuoufly hijrtfelf, or pranuilge laws for the regulation of the livtps of otliers, mull, in
Mofes. {irlt place, leduloullv apply himfclf to bbtain all poflTible intelligence as to the nature

of the Divine Being, and, as far as the weaknefs of his condition will permit, to form himfclf on that
efcl model. Without this application, no legiflator can fupport the charatter he allumes; neither can
I&)rofit others by his writings, urilefs he convinces them, in the firft place, that God is the Father and
Lord of every thing that has exiltcnce ; that nothing is concealed from his knowledge; and that he
rewardeth the godly man, and feverely piftiiflieth thofc who wander‘from the right path. Thefe were the
dofctrines which Mofes taught the people committed to his cart. He did not, li\e other Icgiflators, begin
with enafting laws for the prefcrvation of their rights and prop(y"ties, nor witfi regulating the forms of
ilipulations, contraHs, and the like; but his firft care was, to give them ajufl idea of the power of God
in the creation of the world, and of the fuperior excellence of man over all otheP earthly beings: and
having pofTeflied their minds with a due reverence «f the Almighty, he found them Hkewife fufceptible of
every other laudable impreflion. But the lawgivers of the heathens, who were guided folely by the fabu-
lous traditions handed down to them, have, with the utmoft freedom, imputed to their gods fuch lewd-
nefs as would difgrace the mofl lafcivious of men, and thusj by thefe examples, have they authorized and
incited mankind to the commiHion of every fpecies of wickednefs imaginable. Our legiflator, on the
contrary, having, in the fi»ft place, reprefented to ns that God is the vei”™ efl'ence of holinefs and purity,
prorteus to demonftrate, that cver™ man is bound to exert his utmofl endeavours to render nimfelf
a partaker, in fome degree at lead, of the fantlity of that Divine Original; denouacing, finally, a
rigid fentence againft the "unbelievers, and fuch as will not admit thefe truths. *
| prefume that every reader, who examines this work by the foregoing ftandard, will find each part
thereof perfetUy confonant with reafon, and w'ith the goodnefs and majefty of the Divine Bei™g. It
mpill be leen that I have varied my mode of treating on the different matters menfioned by our great
legiflator; (lightly touching only upon for».e, illuurating others jjy apt illufions, and, with refpecl to
fuch paffages as w'ere moft W9rthy of a thorough inveltigation, 1 have rendered tfie fenfe of them as per-
fpicuous as language will admit.

C HA P 1... "

The World'created inJix Days, with the diJlinB, Ope-f ~ and? upon its appearance, having viewed the maf>,
rations of each Day. ThefrverUh Day, a Sabbath. he divided the light from the darknefs; ftyling the
Formation of Adam and Eve, and the™Etyynology darknefs night, and the light Qay. The earlier
tf their Names. The Garden ef Eden planted, and ~ Nours of the day he called morning, and the con-

. . . . clufion of it, the“time after the departure pf the
inhabited.  Of the forbidden Fruit. The Serpent day, evening: and this was the divilion of the firft
tempti Eve. The Fall of Adam and Eve, ‘and the

day. Mofes empjhatically terms itW or aday, and
Curfe pronounced in confequence of that Event. not the firlt day.

The fecond day was employed in the conftnaftion
of the firmament, or heaven, which was placed
high above the reft of the works of creation, be-
ing feparated from the groffer particles of the
earth, and fuirounded wim a chr~/ftaliine atmo-
fphere; and the air was impregnate%l with that

Creiiion of = T N the beginning God created the
iwworld A heaven and the earth * but the

'm  earth was overlpread yith an impene-
trable darknefs. The Spirit of God, by his omni-
potent Fiat, commanded that there ihould be light,

c

* Though the Jews, by tit httevm andearthy undcrftood the nni- only the creation'of the fdlar fyftem, or this vifible worM ; and

Ycrff, as appears from Afts xvii. 24. yet it is evident that Mofes,
in tlie fubfesjucnt part of his account, confincs himfclf to dcfcribe

though he here aflerts, that God is the creator of all things, yet it
is ufcd asa preflicc, nqtas an cxpfasatiok of the remaining part.

( ./ . [/ due
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THE ANTIQUITIES

r. due pI™>onioi|«of hurnidity, which produces thofe

refrefhing fhowers bj- which the earth is enabled to
mi bring forth her fruits in due feafon.”

On the third day God fixed the earth, which had
hitherto floated, and encompaffed it with the lea;
and on the fame day the various fpeeies of plants,

"with their feeds, were produced.

The fun, the moon, and the cxher planets, with
the liars, were formed on the fourth day* being
intended both to embellifh the firmament in whfch
the™ were placcd, and alfci, by the regulan'ity'of
their motions and coui-fes, to mark out to the inha-
bitants of the world the progreilion of time, and
the revolving (pafons.

On the fifth day Gofi creatcd the fifh,*iand fea-
.thered fowl; and lent them forth in couples, haying

L endowed them with the faculty of propagation;

\"hat every creaturc, according to its mecies, might
increafe and multiply upon the face of the earth.
The work of the fixth day confillec”™ in the forma-
tion of various fpeeies of quadrupeds, male and
female *; and on this daji God alfo created the nioft
noble of all his works, MAN. Thus, jn the words

of Moles, “ In fix days God made the world, and

all that is therein.” *

TL fLL u The Almighty, having thus accom-

*Prointed!” plifhed the grand undertaking, ceafed
from his labours, and reftedt on the

feventh day. Hence it is that we difUnguifh this
day by the title of Sabbath, which, in the Hebrew
language, fignifies Reft, and a prohibition of every
kind of worldly occupation.

mter recounting thefe particulars,
Mofes expatiates upon the Vorks and
offices of nature, beginning with the
creation of man: “ God,” fays he, formed man of
the dull of the ground, and breathed into him the
breath of life; To that, he became living foul.”
He adds, that this man was named Adan™ w lich, in
the Hebrew language, fignifies red, that pure and
rich kind of earth, from which he was formed,
being of that colour in its original -llate.

By the command of God, all living creatures,
male and female, pafl'ed in review before A™am,
who gave to each a name, according to their re-
fpeftive fpeeies and natures, by which they have
ever fince been diftinjguiffied.

The. lolitudc in.which Adam had
hitherto lived being'confidered as, in
fome meafure, a diminugon of his
happinefs, God was pl~afed to provide a fuitable
companion for him in the perfon of Eve, wly was
formed from one of the ribs of Adam, taken from
his fide during a deep fleep; and he no fooner faw

Origin
tnaiikind.

fored”

* The animalsfre in the fecred text divide? into three clafles ;

1. Behemab, beads of burthen, which include* the cattle, and all
tame animal”® 2. Hitho are/s, the beifls of the earth, under which
term are comprehended all wild begfts; and, 3. Rtmijh, which
C/nifie* reptiles or creeping things.

+ 7 he reft Iwre implifd it
but AT~untary ceflktion from crcatine;.

which ii caufcd by fatigue,
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her, than he acknowledged the confanguinity, and
gratefiilly received her as ah amiable partner,
boi*ntifu(ly granttd»to him for his comfort and helj7,
TlyVing her ** bjone of his bone, and flefli of his
flcfli”. The common Hebrew term for a woman is
Wu, but this woman, being the firft, was ftylediw,
ngnifying the Mother of all living.

e It is further related by Mofes, that God planted a
garden, afterwards called Paradifc, inthe , |
t~aflern part of the earth, filled with every ‘
fpeeies of falutary vegetables and*fruit trees; the
treefof life and the tree of knowledge of good and
evil amoflg the r(Jt.

.The care of cultivating this garden
was entrulUd to Adairr and Eve. A
large river, which divided itfelfinto four
branches, ran*through, and furrounded
it. The firlt of there branches, llyled, in the He-
brew tongue, Pifon, fignifying fulnefs or inunda-
tion, and ny the Greeks, Ganges, diretls its courfc
through India, and lofes itfelf finally in the fea ;
the lecond, called, in our tongue, I'hora, mean-
ing difpcrfion, or a flower; and the third, which
we call Diglath, or narrow and nipid, are both
called Euphrates by the Greeks, and they empty
themfelyes into the Red Sea the fourth branch
fhapes its courfc through Egypt, and is called by
us Gihon, which means, to come from_the eait; but
the Greeks term it the NUIe.

The bountiful parent of univerfal na-
ture permitted Adam *tid Eve to eat of
every fruit ii\,thc garden, except that of
the tree of knowledge, which they were prohibited
from tailing, upon pafn of death. Hitherto a per-
feEl harmony had fubfifled among all the creatures;
and the ferpent appeared to be particularly familiar
wrth Adam and Eve; but, being envious of the
hapjfinff's they enjoyed, while they continued in
their obedience to .the commands of God; and
knowing the mileiy they would bring ujion them-
felves by a 'Tlirregard of the divine injundion,
tempted the woman to talle of the fruit; by repre-
fcnting u~her, that, upon eating of ii, fhe woula be
endued with a miraculous power of difljn-
guilhing between good and evil, would <«
attain to an equal portion of happinefs
with litr,Creator; and by tailing the fruit, botli
herfclf and her hufljand w”~1d immediately be-
come more exalted and godlike beings, J'hus was
the woman prevailed upon to violate the command
of God; and the flavour of the fruit proved fo
grateful i«Lher, that fhe folicited her hulband alfo
to eat of it;NYho immediately yielded to her per-
fuafion8. The virtue of the fruit beginning now

The funr n-
veri of Pir»*
dile.

__________ 3- a --- —
I By the Red Sea the Arabian Gulf is not intended, but the

whole of the South Sea, which includes,the Red Sea and the Per-
lian G«If that extends to the Eaft Indies.

§ Eve gazed fo long upon the fruit, that iti beautiful hue and its
miraculous effed) fo heated herpainons, that lhe ventured to pluck
the fruit, and ate her own death. Not fatitilied with the roin of
herfclf, flie offerj the fatal fruit to her hulbaad, who,liftcainj; more

C to



10 THE WHOLfe GENUINE
Thtfal, ud to operate upon them, they perceived
iti wiui ef. that they were nakedN and made them-
fefli. fclves coverings of* ng-lcaves, wttv'eg

together, to conceal their fhame;»no doubt (?on-
fulering this difcovery of their wants, the ccrtain
cfl'eft of difobedience, as an increaTfi of their hap-
pinefs. . ,
Some time afterwards, Adam, perceiving the*
Almighty walking in the garden, was rtruck with a
confcioufnefs of his guilt, and attempted, for tht
lirft time, to conceal himfelf. But God, ordering
him to draw near, demanded, why he, ,who had
hitherto fo eagerly fought all opportunities of pre-
I'enting himfelf before his Creator, fhould now av(»id
him? Adam was incan.itlc ofreplyfng; and'the
Triud Almighty thus procecdcid ; ** I*had
viflionor made every nccelTary provifion for
dfieiidtM the eafc and happincls of your life,
nor had 1 left you even a finglc wifh

to be gratified; neither could your enjoyinenis
have been interrupted by the inlirmities of old
age ; but as you have dared to break through the
reftritfions | had laid on you, and arc unable,
through guilt, to offer any plea in defence of your
conduft, 1 will fliorten the number of your days.”
, Adam endeavoured to extenuate his
Ti>erdfece, (jffpnce in the belt manner he could,
and, after uling fome arguments to palliate his
crime, caft the whole blame upon his wife; but

inftantly became confoun(j;cd, mute, and motion-

The woman, on her part, foughp to exculpate
herfelf, by alledging that tjrr ferpcnt had feduced
her from the obedience which (he owed to the divine
command. God, therefore, to punifh Adam for
See «d  likening to the infinuations of his wife,
cufeceoui- pronounccd a curfe on the ground ;
e declaring that, in future, it mould
produce nothing but what fhould be extorted from
It by labour and the fweat of man’s hrow’; neither*
fhould its produce be always anfwerable to his ex-
peftation and affiduity. The fentence denounced
againft Eve, in confecmence of her complying with
the fuggellioyis of the ferpcnt, and afterwards draw-(
tng Adam into the fame fnare, was, “ in forrow to
bring forth children and, a”the juft punifhment
of the malice and wiles of the ferpcnt, God depri-
ved him of the gift of fpeech, put poifon under his
tongue,‘condemned him to the lofs qf his feet, and
to crawl upon his belly in future; he alfo Branded
him as the avowed enemy of mankind ; «further
predidUng, that Eve fliould tread upr.h his head,

to the clamours of affcftion than to the ftiil Zinall voice of reafon,
received it from her, choofing rather to dio'with Ier than to live
'withoiit h«r.

. Their eyes were opened, but alas! only to behbld their folly

and impiety; as they now perceived their nakednefs™ pnd the
wretched degradation of their nature. By the expreflion, thty knrvi
that thty tuert nakej, fome interpreters onderlland their being
ilripped of that robe of glory with which God had adorned their
bodies”™ ai.a badge of their innocence and immortality. But the
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that being the fource ofall our mifcYlies, and the part
in which he is moll fufceptible of a mortal wound.
Immediately after the denunciation, of thefe pe-
nalties, the Almighty difmifled our
nrit parents from the garden or Lden,
as no longei* worthy to inhabit that
region of pifre and uncorrupted blifs, and appoint-
ed anceU to preT'ent their return thither any more
foj; ever. .

e«peiied from

i’«radife.

CHAP. 1.

The HiP-ory of Cain and Ahtl. God.calls Cain to an
~Account for murdering his»Brother.  The Invention
of Weights and Meafures difcovered by Cain, who
builds the firjl City.
Tuhal-cain the firfl Artificer in Brafs and lIron-
Work. Death of Adam. Seth and his Sons apply
thcmfelves to the Study of Aflronomy. The Pillars
of Seth. «

r «
VE bore two fons, which were her BinhafCain

| firll children : the eldeft was na-
med Cain, which means or Acquifttion; and
the fecond was called Abel, ngnifying Aft£lhn™ or
~Som).  The tempers and difpofitions of thefe bro-
thers were as diiferent as their occupations. Abel,
whofe profellion was that of a fhepnerd, led a vir-
tuous and godly life : whereas Cain, who was a

Jubal the Inventor of Miific./

hufbandman, and the firlf inventor of tillage, aban- .

doned himfelf to all kinds of wickcdnefs. J e was
influenced by avaricious and intercfled motives
alone ; and proceeded Ib far in his wickednefs as,
on the following account, to put his own brother to
death, and thereby became the perpetrator of the
firll murder”~"k They had mutually agreed to offer a
facrifice to God : Cain’s oblation confifted of the
fruits of the earth; but Abel offered up the milk
and firfllings of his flock. The latter facrifice was
fblcly the production of nature, and gave the moft
fatisfaftion to the Almighty; whereas the other
appeared to be rather an ofFcnng extorted by ava-
rice, induflry, and force, than a teflimony of the
good-will of the facrificer. Th,e pre-

ference thusmani/efled for Abel, gave

fuch high offence to his brother, that ‘
he privately fleV him,
When G®d, who knew what kad pafTed, in-
quired of Cain, ‘where hir brother was, he be-
trayed great confufion, and replied, with much he-

term nahdntfi is often ufed in Scripiture to fignify the turpitude of
vice; and this feems the true import of it here j for after Adam h*d
made himfelfan ajJ.on to cover hit body, he toll his Maker that he
was naked; that is, he was convinced that he was diveflrd of his
purity and innocence, the true ornament ofhii nature.

+ St. John givai a much better~tiafon for the murder of Abel by
his brother Cain : “ Becauifc his own works were evil and his bro-
ther’s righteous.” St. John iii. Befides, Cain did not look to
the great Antityjx:, which Abciroy faitn, dfd; fee Hebyxi. 4.

fitatiori,

and concealed his bodyt. |I

?
ft
i
I
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Jjtation, that hiliad not feen him for f*me time part,
[and was much furprifed at the circumftance. Being
i gncftioned more clofely, he anfwered, with great
; infolence, that he was “ not his brother’s keeper,
V nor was he of his council.” God now charged him
ei,home with the murder of his brothef, and he was
a compelled to acknowledge the fad. Upon his fub-
i miffion, however, God was iilcafed to remit the
I punilhnmcnt of “ blood for blood;” but pronounced
<G a curfe on him and ljis aefcendeius,
: nfgaT'h' tan the' fevemth ‘generation, @iffd ba-
5 nilhed hur™ together with his wife, to
f a diftant part of the earth. This fentence filled him
r with terror, left, in wandering through the world,
in fearch of a fettlemt'ut, any accidcnt fnould t>e-
. *fal him; but, to nrefcrve him from every danger
V to which he might chance to be expofcd, cither
ivfrom man or beafl, God fet a dilUnguifhin™ mark
S on him, as a token ofprotection, and then dilmilfed
'him from his prefcnoe, to wander abwut the earth.
Cain accordingly departed with his
wife; and, afttfr travel ing through va-
rious countries, they fixed* their rcfi-
dence at Nais (by fcjme called Naid, and bv others
Nod), and here they had many children; ])ut, in-
ftcad of being reformed and benefited by his afflic-
tions, and the chartifcment of his Creator, he be-
came more diffolute than before, abandoning him-
felf, without refcrve, to every fpecies of lutt and
violence. He enriched himfelf by continual d”re-
dations on the property of others, and, feleaing
for his affociates the moff profligate of the human
fpeci«», Ihewerrhimfelf capable of giviuj™ pernicious
inflruftions and examples even to thefe adepts in
villainy. By the introduftion of weights and mea-
fures, he deflroyed the honefl fimplicity and plain
dealing of former times, and fubflituted policy,
craft, and fraud, in the place of thC ancient can-
dour and generofity. It was he who, influenced by
ambition and avarice, firfl violated the general
right.s of mankind, by dividing and inclofing the
MMand in feparate portions/~-And he alfo founded the
firft city, which” having furroundl*d with
walls, and fortified by a rampart, he
called Enos, or Enoch, after the name
of his eldefl fon, obliging his famlly and depen-
dents to dwell therein.
Thefe* were the d(?fjpendents of Cain :
<«orogay. Jarcd : Jared begat Maha-
laleel mMahal™leel begat Methufclah*; and Me-
thufelah begat LameCh, whofc two wives, Zillah
and Adah, bore him feventy-feven childre«. By
the latter of thefe wives he had Jabal, who was the
firft man that dwelt in tents, and employed himfelf
in the occupations of a paftoral life. Another of
his fons, by~the fame wife, was#named Jubal;
a great proficient in the fcience of mufic,
and to whom we are indebted for the
"invention of'thepfaltery, and the harp.

W ickediiefs
of Cain.

Enoch, the
firft city.

Jubil invrnti
mufic.

* Aif old tradition fa”s, that*t?!'t number of Adam’*children wai
33 .and 23 dauglyen. .

His wife Zillah bore him Tubal-cain, a renowned
warrior, and who firft difcovered the art of work-
,Jiri'?2in brals amrifon : he had a daughter, whole
naTne was Naai*ia'h.

Lamech, who had always flrifVly obfervcd the
irogrefs of Tllvine juflice, confcious that his own
family.was involved in that dreadful judgment,
which had been denounced againll the whole race
of Cain, on accouiu of the murder of Abel, made
eliis wives acquainted with the particulars of that
eVent. During the life of Adam flie accurfed racc
of Cain,increafcd daily in atrocious wickednefs ;
not only imitativg, but even furpafTing the molt
jlcflifcrous examples of.former times. War and
rapine wcrc*their chiefdelight; and, ifany of them
chAced to b(* free from the guiltof homicide, they
were equally addicted to avarice, pride, and other
vices and outrages.

Adam, who had now attained his two hundred
and thirtieth year, applied himfelf very afliduoufly
to people the earth. He furvived this period feven
hundred years, and left fcveral children, one of
whom was named Seth. It would take up too much
time, and would anfwer no purpof'e, to particulariiic
the offspring of Adam™*; and | fhall, therefore,
confine myfelf to tlic mention of Seth alone. lie
was educated by his father with great
care; and no foor.er became capable of
diftinguifhing between good and evil,
than ne app ied himrt;If wholly to the nrafticc of
virtue. He becamc Eminent for his qualifications ;
and his children clufely copied the example of their
excellent father. 1'hey lived in the utmoft harmony
and happinefs, both amongft themfelves, and with
the reft of mankind. They contemplated the power
of the Divine Being, as manifefled in his various
operations, and were the firft perf'ons who ftudied
the motions and influences of the heavenly bodies.
Having been forew%rncd bv Adam of an univerfal
deluge and™ (Conflagration, they eretled two pillars,
one of brick, ana the”jther of flone, whicn they
were of opinion would, one or the other of them”
be proofiagainft every attack either of w1
fi/e or water. They engraved dild’ n
theie pillars their difcovenes and in-
ventic™ns, left, in a feries of ages, the knowledge of
the fciem:e itfelffiiould become extinfct. Their pre-
caution was not vain ; for, to this day, namclv, of
Jofephus, thf ftone pillar is to be feen in”iyriaT.

Ac H A P . 1.

TAe Wickednefi\jthe World, and the Judgment of tj"e
Almighty vpon it. The general Flood. ConJlruHion
of-the Ark, for the Prefrrvation of Noah and his
Fbmily. The ten fcveral Generation”from Adam to

+ What is here f»id ofSeth, and his virtoom poftcritj’, iiexaftly
fiiiuble with the other difi«;iiraiiona o f I'rovidcncc in ages.
the
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the Flood.  Commencement and Progrrfi of the
rlood. Noah goes out of the, @rk, and perfi“rms
Sacrifices. The Prayer of Noah. Anfwer 7and
Charge of God to him. The Term of his Life.

lived for feven generations accord-

ankind
M ing to the principles of virtue, andiiilhe lov<t,

and fear of the Almighty ; but they afterwards dif-

regarded the duties of religion an(®

inor»l rc£litude, and fo far degenera-

ted from the manners of their ])rede-
cefTors, as to ftudy to excel in vice with double the
avidity that they Had before fhewn to emulate each
other in the praflice of~virtue. Thqg abominable
impiety which now prevailed, called down, the
wrath of heaven upon the human rtice; and the
virtuous and pious part of the men (called by

Mofes the fons of Godj intermarrying with pro-
fane women, a pcrverfe and difobedient genera-
tion was produced; who, being confident of their

ftrength, and hardened by their crimcs, may with

fomc propriety be compared to the giants in the

Greek fables, who arc reprefcntcd to have con-

founded and deftroyed right and juftice by an un-

due exertion of fupcrior lircngth and power, and
to have rendered themfelvcs odious by their re-
peated enormities.

Noah, who retained his integrity, was (hocked to
behold the general depravity, and laboured to
cfi'eQ; a reformation by pei~iiafion, argument, and
by exerting his authority; but finding, at length,
that his endeavours to reclaim this incorrigibly ob-
ftinate race would not prevailfand apprehending vio-
lence and barbarity in return for his good-will, more
efpecially as thev feemed devoted to the moft im-
pious courfes, he removed with his family apd
all his people, from this land of wickednefsf and
the excefTes of its abandoned inhabitants. The
virtue and int~rity of this holy man gained him
the favour of God ; but tlie general™'corruption of
tlie age had increafed to “luch a fhocking pitch of

~extravagance, that the Lord determined to extirpate
exhe prclent race of mankind, and in their ftead to
' fupply a more virtuous generation,
iiiTiiting the term of their lives to

one hundred and twenty yeats.

L vn«?jmi«h\_/ Noah was defcended in a Vight line
fucceffion, being the fon of Lameck, Lamech of
Mcthufelah, Mcthulelah of Enoch, Enoch ofJared.
Jared of Mahalaleel (who had leveral brothers)
Mahalaleel of Cain, Cain of EnOs, "Niiros of Seth,
Seth being the fon of Adam. God fignified to
Noah his intention to deflroy the world by a

NoHi @k flood, and commandga him to form
an ark of three hundred 'mbits in
length, fifty in breadth, and. thirty in height;

ana that this ark fhould contain four ftories, avl be
conflrutled fufficiently firm and compaQ to refill
ihe wind, and alfo the attack of the moft violent
furge, or boillerous ftorm. In obedience to the
comnKffld of the Almighty, Noah, having con-

WORKS OF JOSEPHUS.

ftrufted the *ark, entered it with hla wife and fon*
and their wives, taking with him male and female,
in pairs, of every creature living; and feven
couples of fomc kinds, for the prefervation of the
feveral fpccies, having previoufly fupplied the
ark with prof>cr food, and every thing neceffary
for iheir accommodation. Noah having duly com-
plied ANith the infundions given him, the Almighty
coifed an univerlal deluge to overiptead the earth,
wkich” fwallowe”™ up ana deftroyed all living crea-
tures,* except thofe appointed to be preferved in
the ark.

U was in the fecond month when the
deluge jiappened, which month the
Hacedonians called Dius, *and the He-
brews Marfaune, according to the Egyptian man-
ner of dividing the year. Nifan, wTiich fignifies /
Xanthicus, is called the firft month by Moles, or.
account of its being the month in which he brought
the Ifraelitcs*out of Egypt; and this computation
he invariably obferves in matters which relate to
the divine worfliip : but in regard to fairs, trade,
and other Civil matters, he adniits the calculation
of time as it was delivered to ljim by tradition. At
the time of the general inundation, Noah was aged
fix hundred years ; according to Mofes, the hrll
rain towards drowning the world, fell on the
twenty-feventh day of the before-nientioncd month,
in the year of the world 2256*; and this corref-
ponds with the holy fcriptures, wherein the molt
particular accounts are given of the births and
cleceafc of the mott remarkable men of the early
ages of the world. * *

Adam was two hundred and thirty
years old when he begat Seth, and at
the age of nine hundred and thirty
he died. Our great progenitor, after living 930
years, refignbd his breath into the hands of his
Creator, having feen his iffue in the ninth gene-
ration. Befides the griefs he bore for his own

rfonal tranfgreffion, he had the mortification to
ﬁ an™early rupture in his family, which ended in
unnatural murder; he was witnefs to that univer-
fal Corruption which provoked the Almighty to
%eltroy mankind by a deluge. Seth ¢ u ]

egat Enoch at one hundred and five,

and he died at nine hundred and

five ; leaving a fén named Calnan, who lived to
the age ofnine hundred and ten years. Cainan was
fucceeded by a fon, whom hebegat' at one hundred
and feventy years old, nsfmed Mahalaleelj who
died «at eight hundred and ninety-five, leaving his
fon Jared to fucceed him, whom he begat at one
hundred and fixty-two, and who died at nine hun-
dred and fixty-nine. When he was one hundred
and fixty-two, iiis fon Enoch was boi;n, and having
attained his three hundred and fixty-fifth year.

Age tnd Death
of Adam.

cfc*n-

* At the time of the flood, the }« r comme.iccd about the autnir.
tial equinox. ' *
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“ he went to God, and was no more feent.” In the
hundred and fixly-fifth year of Enoch’s age, he had
a fon born, called Mcthufelah; and at one hundred
and eighty-feven, he had another fon, named La-
niech, in whofe favour he refigncd the government
which he had pofieffedfor the fpace ofnine hundred
and fixn'-nine years. When Lamech had held his
commilnon fevcn hundred ancf feven jx”irs, he
transferred it\o his fon Noah, who was born wUen
his father was one hundred and eighty-t\yo yc»rs
old, and Noah continued irfthe adminiftration nine
hundred and fifty yeays. Admitting Noah’s age to
have been lix hundred years at the time of the
flood, and adding the ages of the fevcrij perfons
above-mentioned, the 'amount will appear to cpr-
erefpond exatily with the number of years above
fpecified, as the period when the deluge took
place. But it is our bufinefs more particularly to
confider the birth, than the death of thefc men,
who lived till they had propagated «many genera-
tions.

Bagimingor TNie appoitittd time being arrived,
the gererd God comntandcd the watersto pour from

the clouds, and for the fpare of forty
days a very violent and inceffant rain tell upon
the earth, the moll elevated parts of which were
covered to the depth of fifteen cubits. At the end
of the forty davs the waters began to decrcafe, and
in about one hundred and fifty days more, on the
twenty-feveiuh of the feventh month, the ark ceafed
to float, being left aground upon a mountain in
Armenia. When Noah difcovercd this circum-
flanc«s he looRed from a window, andj>erceiving
that the water had funk berieath fiame parts of the
earth, he congratulated himfelf iri the pleafing
refleftion, that the moil melancholy part of the
dreadful fcene was paft.

The water contmuing gradually to decreafe,
Noah turned out a raven, which re-
turned to the ark; whence he con-
cluded that he could not fafely venture
~broad, and therefore deferred taking any meafures
towards a difcovery for feven days longer, -~hen he
fent out a dove, which foon afterwar(h came Jback,
her feathers being difcoloured with flime and dirt,
bringing an olive-branch in her mouth ; and this he
confidered as a certain token *that the Hood had
nearly fubfided, amd tiiat no further danger was to
be apprehended. In feven days*after this, Noah
turrved all the* creatures abroad, and .then going
N quiti himfeif, with his family, his firlt
tre ak ad bufinefs was to oflcr iacrificc to his
tf'cdd™*"™ Creator, after which he joined in re-
* joiciiig with his. fcveral relations. The
fpot on which the ark was left was called, by the

iOlere'ntalt

+ Th»» is bwntifully expirfled by St. P*al, who, fwraking ofthe
happy tranflation of Enoch, Ciys, “ Enoch was tranllatcd that he
Jhould not lee death ;» and was not fovnd, bccasfc God had tranfla-
ted him : for before hit tranllation he lad thit teiliroony, that he
rkafed God." H«b.xiSj> ~

m\ot n

«

» Creator
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Armenians, of a de-
fcint*. ,
mThe authors of pagan hiftory have
feverally fpoksn of the deluge and the
ark; and Berofu.s, the Chaldafan, writes
hereupon to**the following purpofie :

The>»fay that there are fome remains

Apoba/{erion, or the place

Teftimoniet
of hctlhcn
writert 0Ot

cerniug ihc

* of this veliel Hill to be feen on the mountains of ihc

Cordyaeanes in Armenia, and that the inhabitants of
\he adjacent country fcrape the pitch from the
planks, prizing it as a rarity, and carrying it about
them as”n amulet, or charm againft the accidents
of life.” Hleron'ymus, the Egvptian, fpeaks of this
iflatter in his Phoenician Antfquities, and it is alio
taken notice'of by many flther writers. Nicholaus of
Dafhaicus, wsites to the following efft £l in his hif-
tory : * In the province of Minyas, in Armenia,
there is an high mountain, called Baris, whither, as
tradition relates, great numbers of people fled for
refuge at the time of the general deluge. There is
alfo a tradition, that a veffcl, witli a man in it,
fhick upon the above mouutaiji, and that part of
the timber remained there a long time. Probably
this is the man whom Moic.s has mentioned."”

Under the peri'uaiion that God liad pronounced
a fentence of deilruttion againil the human race,
Noah was dreadfully appreheniive that the judgment
would be repeated, and even that an inundation
of the univerfe would take place annually ; he
therefore offered facrifice.'i, and humbled himfelfin
prayer, before the LoVd, befeeching the Almighty,
“ to continue the world inits original order; to
chaitife the wickcd, and flicw favour to the unof-
fending, and not to act in wrath againlt the whole
race for the vices of ibme individuals, whereby
thofe who had iurvived the devaffation, would be
iilvolved in greater miiery than thofe who had met
their fate in the waters which had overwhelmed the
world; and would befides labour under the dif-
trefTuig idea”™f having been preferved from one
calamity to'become fhaiiursin another diimal event,
fimilar to that of which they had already been me-.
lancholy#witneifes.” He fervently lupi)licated the
* to hear his prayers, receive (*1. facrifice,
and, removing his indignation from mankind, per-
mit them again to cultiv'Ste and enjoy the fruits of
the eaVth, and to reitore to them thole blefTmgs and
comforts of life, which they had experienced before
the ilood.” He moreover prayed for long life to
himieM'and Ifis defcendents, and. that fuch children
as fhould be born to™ him in futurej might not pe-
riili, tili“™Miey had numbered the days of ihtir
forefathers."\

The righteoiifnefs and piety of Noah was fo ac-
ceptable to God, that his petition was not wholly

* Thit i» the proper meaning of the Armenian name of thi* cit)%

This yiace of de/cent is a laftine monument of Noah'’s prefcrvation ;
and’in this placc a city was built, that it might not be forgotten in
future zpt.

D T*j«6lcd;

~
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rcje9.cdi the Almighty faid to him, that “ he was
not himfelf the author ofthe jud”gicnt, but that the
atrocious and complicated vices of mankind hadi
called down the vengeance of heaven ; that'he
gave not life with an intention of taking it away
again, for that it would have been* better not to
have created man, than to have given him exiftencc,”
under that condition: “ but (faid God) though my
wrath has been provoked by the violation of the
reverence due to me, I will prove to you that I*
am neither inexorable or too fevere : your me-
diation haSf in fome degree, prevailed ~pon me
not to inflifl fo heavy a punirtiment again upon
future finners; therefore, be not alarmed at tliffc
contention of the elements, for however ftorms
and tempefts may prevail, be aiTured that *the
world will be in no danger of a fecond inundation.
I ftriftly enjoin you, however, not to Itain your
hands with human blood, and to inflitl the fevereft
punifliment upon the perpetrators of murder. Sa-
ving the human fpecies, every creature, whether
living upon the earth, fwimming in the waters, or
flying in the air, are now left to your difpofal,
and under your command, excepting only the
blood, wherein the life of the animal is placed :
and as a token of my covenant, that the arrows of
my wrath (hall not ftrike mankind again in the
fame terrible manner, and that the world fhall be
no more deftroyed by water, | will fix my bow
in the fkies.” The rainbow was confidcred as the
emblem and token of the boV of the Creator*.

For three hundred and fifty years afeer the flood,
Noah lived in the full enjoyment of eafe and
fecurity, fo that the whole ot his life was com-
prifed in the fpace of nine hundred and fifty years.
To compare the time allotted to the exiftence of
the antediluvians, with the contra6led limits fu
vhich the days of the prefent generation are confi-
ned, will afford no reafonabVe arguments againft
the authenticity of the traditions before us; for it
does not follow, becaufey”~he lives o f‘the prefent
inhabitants of the earth are confined to a ihort pe-
‘Iriod, that our forefathers muft have b«k?n under
'‘the fame predicament. In the early ages, man
lived in the obfervance of duty and reverence to
Almighty God, who was pleafcd to allow him a
great length of days, to which the fimplicity ih their
manner of living may be fuppofed to nave conduced
in a great meafure. Providence alfo found it ne-
ceffary, for the promotion of virtue,* and for cul-
tivating the ftudy and improvement of aftronomy
and geometry, to give a long date to fkit life of
man ; for (agreeable to the compukdtion of the
great year) no lefs a fpace of time th”n fix hundred
years was required for making accurate cxpcrimeiiu
in thofe fciences. .

. There ti no doubt but the rainbow appeared in the clouds long

before the flood, as it arife* from natural caufes ; and what it here
laeant by fixing a bow in the clouds, i»the appointing it to anfwera

*Shm, Japhet, and Ham,
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CHAP. V.

the three Sons of Noah,
Jfttle in Sennaar. TranfaHiom of Nimrod, Grand-
fon to Notfh. Dffign of the Tower ef Babel
fruflratcd by the Confufioti of Tongues.

CJIEVI, Japhet, and Ham, the three
Cjl fons of Noah, were born about an

The fettle.
hundred years previoifs to the general mint at
deluge; and they were the fit4l who ven- Notk't Coapt

tured to refide in the plains; the dread
of a feccyid flood having induced men hitherto to
copfine tneir abode to the mountains. They called
the place, in which they firft eflablifhed themfelves,
Shinar. But, in order the more effeftually to peo-
ple the earth, ta- maintain peace and harmony
among mankind, and that each man might have a
more free and undifturbed poffeffion of his pro-
perty, and enjoy the fruits of the earth in greater
plenty, God was pleafed tercommand them to fepa-
rate themfeWes, and to fettle in different parts.
But fuch was the ignorance an/i obftinacy of thefe
people, that they totally difregarded the divine in-
junaion, and remained in the fame place where
they at firft planted themfelves, till God made them
fennble of their fault in the punifhment which he
inflifted on them. In a courfe of time they became
numerous and powerful, and the Almighty once
more admonifhed them to difperfe; butthey never*
thelefs perfifted in their contumacy, not only for-
getting from whom they derived ail the bltflings
tney enjoyed, but arrogating to themfelves the
credit of tneir fuccefles ; and, what was flill worfe,
impioufly conltruing the advice which had been
given them, to feparate themfelves, into a latent
defign, firft to divide and weaken their force, and
then to reduce them to a ftate of ignominious fub-
jeftion, for the more eaCly exterminating them in a
difunited than in a conjunfctive fituation.
The perfon who chiefly infligated the
people *to this audacious contempt of
the command of God, was Nimiod, the
nephew of Ham, one of the fons of
Noah; avery brave man, butfo extravagantly vain,
that he would fre(™u/;ntly boaft that he owed his pre-
fent dignity to his own courage<and condud alone,
independent of any providential blefling from the
Almighty. *Thus he endeavoured* to obtain an
unlimited power over the peeple; being fully pcr-
fuade4 that they might eafily oe induced to apofla-
tize from their duty to God, if they fhoola pre-
vioufly confer on him the chief command. And
left their dread of a fecond deluge fhould deter
them from entering into his views, he informed

Nimrod's
pride and tjr-
runjr.

% «

particular pur{iofe. It was now pointed out to all future generatioiu
as a monun™nt of God's covwant with Noah, and his engagement
that the world Ihould no moreoo4”~ o an viiverfal deluge.

1
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THE ANTIQUITIES

T
that he harf difcovered an expedient to prevent
any danger of a fimilar accident in future. This ex-

‘A pedicnt was, to erefl a tower of fuch a height, that

the waters might not be able to reach the top of it:
and this project he was further induced to try, from
~otives of revenge for the lofs of thofeVho perilhed
in tiie general inundation.

This haughty boaftof~imrod flattered
the vanity of the multitude to tlTat de-
gree, that they began to confider a coy-

linuancein their duty to Goct™as derogatory ta their
newly affumed confequcnce. They, therefore, ap-
plied themfelves to the work with the utmoft ala-
crity. Imraenfe as the undertaking was, y'et, from
the prodigious number of hands employed therein,
fhe work was carried on with an expedition fcarcely
to be conceived. The circumference of the edifice,
from the vaft thicknefs of the walls, appeared, to a
perfon near at hand, to take off connderably from
the height of it. It was conflrufted wit\j burnt brick,
and cemented with a fubftance refembling pitch,
that might refift the watecs. The extreme Tolly of
thefe people was highly deferving of punifhment:
particularly when we confider the example they had
before their eyes of tfie late deftruftion of their an-
Ceftors, in one univerfal deluge. But God chofe
rather to confound the language of mankind, as a
punifhment for their tranfgrenions, than to exiin-
guifh the whole race a fecond time. The fpot on
which this tower was erefcled, is, to this day, ftyled
Babylon; the word Babel, in the Hebrew lan-
guage, flgnifies confufion*.

and the confecjuent cohfufion of
tongues, in the following terms : * When
all mankind fpake the fame language, the people
affcmbled, and raifed a tower of fu” an amazing
height, that they (eemed to have formed the defign
;iof Icaling heaven from the top thereof. But the gods
ljietting loofe the winds thereon, threw it to the
?;ground; and, as a further mark of their difpleafure,
inflicted on the builders an utter oblivion of their
native tongue; fubftituting in the ilead thereof a
,new, and unknown language, wherein no one of
them could underftand another.” With refpe*fl to
Sennaar, Heftiaus makes this obfcrvation: * The
priefts of Jupiter the conqucroi\ who furviyed the
general deftrutlion,, having prewved the holy v{>f-
leh and ornaments, repaired with them to Babylon."
1jj.j. In«confequenceof thisconfyfionoflan-
UeMuwi. guages. mankind were obliged to dif-
perle themfelves throughout the earth,

i fome fixing their refidence cfn the iea-coalls, fithers
;in parts more inland : all according to the lot which
,God, in hiswifdom and goodnefs,hadbeefipleafedto
iaffign them. Men acquired, in procefs of time, fomc
knowledge ofthe fcience of Navigation, fo much,

KCTurcfiv

. It is aflerted by Mofe* Choronenfii, a &moui hiftorian of

Armenia, that the tower of Babel was overthrown bv a terrible
ftorro, and the lang”~ageaf the fc«4lderd wa» vonfoundea in a mira-

. The Sibyl mentions the ereftion of thisunder of th*e Gomerites,

OF THE JEWS. *3

at leafl, as enabled them to conflrufl boat4 and to
tranfpon themfelves to places feparated from the
continent, by whic+i means every place was flocked
ewfith»inhabitants, who gave titles to the places in
which they fettleS, many of which flill retain the
names of their/ounders; but fome have loft their
original appellations, while thofe of others are diC-
gliiTed, under Greek derivations, to render them
more familiar and intelligible to the neighbouring
people. In fucceeding ages, when the (ireeks be-
came pofl'efTed of thole countries, tiiey claimed to
themfelves the credit of being the firli founders and
pofleffors thereof;” impofing upon them, at their
plftafure, not only'names, but new laws, cqitoms,
and manners. ¢

CHAP. V.

The Namti of Nations derived from their rtJpeBivt
founders. Ltfi of the DefcenierUs of Noah, ending
with jAcob, and of the places inhabited by them.

"TAHE children of the fons of Noah, in order to

X perpetuate theii memory, gave theirown names
to whatever places they either founded, or acquired
the poffcfTion of. Thus Japhet, the fon £,0pe po-
of Noah, had feven fons, Avho fettled in pud by tha
that part of Afia which extends from the

.mountains Taurus anc”™»Amanus to the

river Tanais in Europe, and Gades. Gomer was the
ftyled at this time,
by the Greeks, Galatiaps, or Gauls. The Magogi-
ans, called by the Greeks Scythians, derive their
origin from Magog. From Vladaeus came the Madm-
ans, orMcdes; and from Javan the lonians, and
the wiiole race of the Greeks. Thobel founded the
nafion of the Thobelians, now termed lIberians, or
Spaniards. The MefiPhinians, or Cappadocians, as
they were afterwards ftyled, were founded by Mef-
ghes; yet there is fome«”eafon to think that they
orijfinally inhabited the town of Maz,aca, from the
r&femblanCe of the ancient name, by which they
ewere diftinguifhed, to that of the town is queftion.
Thires was the founder of the Thiraeans, ftyled
afterwards by the Greeks, Thracians. Thefe are
the natiojts of which the feven fons of Japhet were
the founders, and towhich they tavc their names.

Gomfr had, three fons; Afchanaxes, « _~
Riphates, and Thygrammes. From the
firft canle; the Afchanaxians, or Rheginians of the
Greeks; t)™ fecond was the founder of the Rmha-
taeans, now ftyled Paphlagoniansj and the Thy-
grammaeans, wiipm the Greeks have named Phrygi-
ans, derive their origin from the laft.

Javan alfb had three fons : Alifas, the founder of

culow'manner by that fame Divine Being, againft whofe provi-
dence Nimrod exalted himfelf.

» the
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Defetnoenti |
cfj*ran.™

Alifmans; now called i™Eolians; Thar-
fiiSj from whom came the Tharflaiis, fince
named Cilicians, as 4pf)cars by the prefe-
rence given lo the city of Tarfus beyond all otfecrS.
changing only the firft letter ©intd al’. The third
lon Javan was Cethimos, from yhom the iflaiid,
which we now call Cyprus, was originally named Ce-
thyma. For this reafon the Jews give the title of
Ccthim to illands and all places on the feacoall; and
in the ifland of Cyprus there is a town, which tho(c
w'hom a fondiujfs for found has blindly attached to
the Greek tongue, llyle Citium; between which and
Chethim there is fome degree of refcmblaiice.

The poflerity of H'am fixed their rgfi-

dence in Syria, near the jiiountains of

Amanus and’ Libanus, extending “their
ponefTions as far as the fea coalt;«and they gave
whattver names they thougiu proper to the various
places under their government; but molt of thofe
names are lofl to us at this day, through the cor-
ruptions and alterations which they have undergone.
The yEthiopians, however, ftill retain the name which
they derive from Chus, one of the fons of Ham, and
are to this prefent time llyled Chufians, throughout
Alia. The fame has happened with refpeft to the
Mefreans, aUb; the wlioie kingdom of Egypt flill
preferring the name of Melrim, and the natives that
cf Mefreans. The Libyans were originally denomi-
nated Phutians, from Phutes, who governed in that
country; and feveral Greek hiftonans make men-

tion o™ariver in Mauritanj™ of this name, and ofa .

country which is fituatedon us banks, nanied Phute;
but the name of Libya is derived froTn Lybys, one
cf the fons of Mefraim.

The kingdom of the Canaaniles was founded by
Canaan, the fourth fon of Ham ; the land which they
inhabited now bears the name of Juda;a. All "he
fons of Ham had children; and Chus, the cldefi, had
fix fons: Sabas, who founded the Saba*ans; Evilus,
the founder of the Evila'ans» 7>r Getulians, as they
are at this day termed; Sabathes, from whom came
the Sabatha nians, or Afksbanians of the (ireeks;
Ramus, who founded the Ramazans; and Nimrod,
who remained with the Babylonians, ukirped the
governmeyt, and rendered his authority abfolute.

rhiiirtiaet wholc trad of land between Gaza
' and Egypt, was peopled by the eight fons
of Mefraim. Phililtin, one of the eight,* gave his

name to the country which he peopled, or to that
divilion «f it, at lead, which is called Paleftine bv
the Greeks. Labin, alfb founded a colony”™ which
ke named Libya. Of the fix remuining -fons of
Mefraim, viz. Ludim, Ananim, Nedem, Phetroflm,
Cheflem, and Cheplhorim, fcarce any particulars
baye.been tranfmitttd to us, fave tWir names; the
citii.s and colonies founded by them, having been
dcflréyed in the /E~thiopic wart. - 0

+ It appears from hence, that the Ethiopic war, here mentioned,
Vas fo lireaAful in its confcquenccs, as to occafion die removal or
fubjiigation of fix or feven nations of the pofterity of Mefraim, to-
gether with the cities they inhabited. We may rcafonably fuppofe

. Canaan was the father of eleven f

Canunites,

O f thefe, Sidon built a city in Phoenicia,
to which tlu; Greeks have given his name; Amath
founded Amathe, a place full exitting, and called
Amathine by the inhabitants : but the Macedonians,
in comphme«t to one of their kings, changed tlie
name of it to Epiphania; Arada;us pofTefred thd
ifland of Aradu!.; and Aruca-us built the town of
Arce,»on mount Libiinus. The fcripture mentions
nftthing relative to the other feven, Eua;us, Chetaeus,
jebufiEus, Edaius, Sira;jis,Samara;us, andGargafkus,
except their names; the Hebrews having utterly
deftroyed all their poflefTions, on the following ac-
count.

When the earth had in part rccovcred itfelffrom
the eft'efts of the flood, Noah re-applied himlelf to
the cultivation of the ground, the planting of vines,
and gathering and prelTing the grapes when ripe;
and tlius he revived the ufe of wine. On
a certain day, after having offered facrifice
to God of the firft-fruits of his vineyard,
he drank to that excefs of the li<}iior, that he became
totally infenfible, and lay upf>ii tbe ground fafl afleep;
exiTO'hng hTs nakednef's, in the molt fhamclefs man-
ner, to the view of every one pipfTing by. His young-
efl fon, having difcovered him in this fituation,
brought his brothers to the fpot, to deride their fa-
ther; but they, being impreffed with a due fenf'e of
filial duty, concealed his fhame, by throwing a co-
vering over him. When Noah became fenhble of
what had pafl'ed, he bleffed Shem and Japhetfor their
pious condufl, but vented a bitter imprecation on
the poflerity of Ham ; nor did the malediction faH of
its effeft; .but it is to be obferved, that Noah e?tempt-
ed Ham, in his own perfon, from his curfe, in coiift’
deration of his near relationfhip.

Shem, the eldeft of Noah’schildren, had
five fons, who inhabited the whole traEt of
Afia, extending from the Euphrates to the Indian fea.
From Elam were derived the Elamites, from whom
came the Perfians. Afl'ur was the founder of Ni-
neveh, where the Afl'yrians, as a rich and powerful
people, firft fettled. From Arphaxad the Arphaxa-
deans, or modern Chaldipans, derive their origin.
Aram was the founder of the Arama:ans, or Syrians
of the Greeks; and from Lud came the Luddians” or
Lydians.

Aram had four ftjns, of whom Uz found-
ed Trachonitis and'Damafcus, fituatedbe-
tween Paleftine and Catlo-Syria; H”Il peopled Ar-
menia; Gelher was the leader of the Badriajjs; and
Mefas of the Mefixneans, whGfe country is ftyled, at
this tkne, after the name of the camp of Spafinus.
Having now given an account of the progeny of
Shem, we fhall next advert to that of the Jews, or
Hebrews.

that Jofephus would not have recorded this circumflanae, had he not
beca pofleflcd of aniient lecor™Ja to jaftify what headvanced ; though
thofe records are now loft, by fome means or other, the particulars
of which we arc not informed of.r™’ !

The






THE ANTIQUITIES OF TBE JEWS.

The Jews derive the name of Hebrews
from Heber*, the fonof Salas, who was the
lon of Arpluxad. Hcbcr had two Tons,

ufta and Phalec. The latter was born at that ne-

iod whtii the divifion of the land took place; Phalec

'ignifj'ing, in the Hebrew tongue, PaPtitisn. Jucla,
he cldelt fon of Heber, had thirteen children, whofe

names were Elmodad, Saleph, A«ermoth, Eiraes,

Adoram, U zal, Declas, Ebal, Abimael, Sabeus, Ophir,

Enilath, and Jobab. Thefe inhabited all the extept

of land Ij in™ between the riwr Cophene, in India,

and the neighbouring part of Syria.

" Ph”ec was the fon of Heber, and Ragaus the fon
of Phalec. Ragaus be”™t Serug ; Serug begat Na-
hor; and Nahor begat Thares, tlie father oPAbram,

the tenth generation from Noah. Abram

was born two hundred and ninety-two years
after the flood. Thares was feventy years
old when he begat Abram; Nahor one hundrea and
twenty when he had I'hares; Serug was about one
hundred and thirty-two at the birth of Nahor; Ra-
gaus had attained nis one Jiundred and thirty-fourth
year when Serug was born, and Phalec* was much
about the fame age when he had Ragaus; Heber had
reached his one hundred and thirty-fourth year, when

*be begat Phalec ; Safas was one hundred and thirty

jat the oirth of Hebdr; and Arphaxad was one hun-

;.dred and thirty-five years old when he had Salas; and
Arphaxad, who was the fon of Shem, and the grand-
fon of Noah, was born in the fecond year t after the

of UiC
I-Itbfew*.

Genealogy of
Abram.

deluge.

N N Nahor and Haran were the two brothers

ibrro* e of Abram; of whom the latter died at Ur.
> inChaldaca; at which place a <fepulchral

monument, erefcted to his memory, is yet tol)e feen.

; He left a fon, named Lot, ai>d two daughters, Sarah
and Melcha; Nahor efpoufed the latter, and Abram
took Sarah.

Thares, the fadier of Abram, was fo much afFefted
)y the lofs of his fon Haran, that he quitted his refi-
dence in Chaldsea, and repairedj with his whole fa-
'mily, to Charran, in Mefopotamia, where he died,
ind was interred in the one hundred and fifih year

jofhisage. The tenn of man’s life was now ab-
| breviated, and God was pleafed, foon afterwards,

pto reduce it to the narrow compafs of one hun-

|»dred and twenty years, which wfm the exad age of
Mofes. . .

Melcha, the wife of Nahor, bort: him eight fons,
whofe names were Uz, Baux, Camu(”®, Chazad,
Azaus, Pheldas, Jadelphas, and Bethuel. Thefe
were the only legitimate fons of Nahor; but, by his
concubine, Ruma, he had four others, iTamed
Tubxus, Gabam, Tavaus, and Machas. Bethuel
had a fon and a daughter, whofe names were Laban
and Rebecca.

* Jofephus here pofitivelv decides m to the njtinc o f the founder

of the Jewifh nation, or rather the peflon from whom they derived
*he title of Hcbrewi. .

No. t. / . . .
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Mritm, the FoutifJe* of the ycxuijh Nation, having m
legit/malr 13fue™ adcpli Lot, his brother’s Sun-; dc-
pd) Isfrom Chaldira, and fettles .in Canaan, wheit fie
injiruth ihePiople tn the Nature.and Attributes of thi
Supreme Being.

AS Abram had.no legitimate offspring,

he adopted Lot, his brother Hiyan’s Amm~
fon, and the brother of his wife Sarah.

He departed from Chalda-a, in the feventy-fifth year
of his age, and, taking with him his family, ann the
wKole of his™ effefcts, jouj neycd into the lantl of
Canaan, according to tlu;»divinc command, where
he fTxed his refidence, and there died. He was-*
equally famed for wifdom and eloquence; and as
he poficfTcd, in an eminent degree, the abilities, fo
neither did he want the refoiuiion, to attack the
unbridled iicentioufncfs of the times; and, bv dint
of authority, as well as argument, he was enabled to
eradicate the falfe notions which men had fallen into
refpeding religion, and to reduce unbelievers to a
proper fenfe of their duty to God. Abram was the
nrfl perfbon who ventured to enforce the dofclrinc,
that all things in heaven and earth had been formed
by one Almighty Creator, to whom alone we aro
indebted for all the enjoyments of this life. He
maintained that thefe truths were apparent, from the
marvellous regularity ~”ich is oblervable through*,
out alt the works of creation; infomuch that, did
notan over-riding providenceinterpofe, to keep the
wheel conffantly in motion, the whole frame of the
univerfe would inevitaoly fall into irreparable dif-
order; and, confequently, that our lole dcpen-
dejice, in all matters either of profit or plealure,
muft/eft olWhe benevolence of the firfl Mover, tp
whom alone, without arrogating any meritvto our-
felves, we are bound to render all honour and
praife. .

His endeavours to eflidilifli this doflriije in ChaU
dtca and Mefopotamia, incenficd the people fo highly
againfl hiwi, that he retired, by the command of
God, from Chaldaea, and fettled in Canaaij, where he
erefted an altar, and facrificed thereon. There is
a paflage in Berofus, in which the Patriarch Abram
is mentioned, though not by name. “ In the tenth
generation,” fays he, “ fuofequent to the delude,
tliere dwelt ig Chaldsea, a man renowned for Ws
wifdom and juflice, and for his obfervations of the
heavenly, bodies.” Hecatsus has been ffill more ex-
plicit, in an hiflorical treatife wriuen exprefsly on
the fubjcQ of his tranfadions. Mention is alfo made
of him by Nicolaus of Damafcus, in the fourth book
of his hillory. * Abraham,” fays he, “ held the
fupreme c<Smmand in Damafcus, thougli he Was not

t

+ In thi* place, we reftify an error in the original wprk, which
mention* the birth of Arphaxad to have happened in the tvvxIfth

year. .
a native

‘
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a native of the placcj and he came thither, with a
numerous train, from a countrv named ChaWsa,
mhich lies beyond Babylon. In a lhort time,* the
peopFe rifing in rebelhon againft.him, he rettrrd
mith his family, to Canaan, now called Judsa, where
he fixed his refidence, and had mahy children, of
-whom there will be occafion to fpeak farther in a
fubfequent part of the work.” The name of Abram’
is Iliir held in great reverence at Damafcus; and
there is avillage in the neighbourliood of Ilhat cit}*
which, to this day, is call<” the dwellingplacc of Abram.

C HA P

On occafion of a Faminf, which arifa in Canaan,
Abram, accovipanied by Sarai, departs into Egypt,
xuhcre he remains for a Time, and then returns to
Canaan.

VII.

uring this pMerioa a dreadful fa-
Abrtm, mine arofe in Canaan ; and Abram,
#Hift ™ having learnt that Egypt * enjoyed great

timoEjxpe. plenty at the time, determined to go

thither; being partly induccd thereto by
this report of the fruitful fta'te of the country, and
partly by a dcfire of converfing with the Egyptian
priefts on the Ilubjeft of their religious tenets,
ewhich appeared to be founded on the invariable
principles of nature and rttalon; he was likewife
ardenuy defirous to difcover the tr/ith, and well
difpofed to coincide in whatever arguments might
tend to elucidate and eftablifii it.

As Abram had been previoufly acquainted with
the unbounded lafcivioufnefs of the Egyptians, he
was apprehenlive of the confequen”-of taking
Sarai with him, who was very beautiful, and t'iiefe-
fore propofed to her that mp fhould pafs for his
fifter, with which, perceiving the neceffity of the
cafe, file complied. Upgp his arrival in Egypt,
matters fell out juft in the manner he had foreleen;
for the fame of Sarai’s beauty being fpregd abroad,
Pharaoh was inflamed with a violent defire of fee-
ing and poffeffing this miracle of a woman. But
God was pleafed to punifh his kwd defigns, by a

plague and arevolt of his fubjefcts, both

famMHpu-  which broke out at the fame time. In

emergency Pharaoh aoplied to the

ni. " prieds, to know what fin had involved

him in the prefent calamity, and in what

manner he might expiate his offence. When the

priefts had facrificea, they returned him anfwer,

that his prefent misfortunes arofe from the bafenefs
of his intentions againil the wife of a Uranger.

The king, being greatly alarmed at fhis reply,
immediately requefled Sarai to inform him of the

* The bfft hiftorians rg>rrfent this country as exceedingly fertile

in grain, *nd, on thst'accoont capable of furnilhing other kingdoms
withabucdanccof that uftful article, and likewife with varioutother

circumftanccs of the hiftory of herfelf and Abram,
without difguife 5 and fhe accordingly acknow-
ledged the aeception. Pharaoh, therefore, apolo-
gized to Abram for his conduft ; declaring, that he
had confidered the woman as his fifter, and not as
his wife, and*hacl fought an alliance with her, with-
out the leaft intention of oflcring her any pcrfimal
injuryjor aflfVoni.* He afterwards prefentea Abram
wtth a confidcrable fum of money, and granted
hi*n a permiffion to affociate himfelf with the moft
learned men refiding'in the land of Egypt; by
which indulgence, his abilities and virtues bccame
daily more confpicuous, and, confequently, more
efteemed. From this freedom of intercourfc, Abram
was cnanled to difcover the ceafelefs differences
which fubfifted among them, refpefting rites, cere-
monies, and tenets; their factions and animofities;
and their mutual contempt and hatred of one ano-
ther. From this view of~their conduft, he hefitated
not to charatUrize them as a people acting in con-
tradidion to themfelves, as well as to each other;
and whofe notions and opinions were deftitute of
every kind of foundation or truth. During his refi-
dence in this country, he becapie equally famed for
the folidity of his judgment, and for the powers
of his elocution. He alfo initiated them m the
ftudy of aftronomy and arithmetic, with which fci-
ences the people of Egypt were totally unacquaint-
ed, till Abram tranfplanted them thither from Chal-
da-a, and from Egypt they paffed into Greece.
When Abram returnca to Canaan,
having learnt that his fhepherds and thofc

Rctumi, to

of Lot had difagreed, relative to the S?Ir?rlffs' the
boundaries of the lands of their refceftive  undwitn Los,

mafters, he propofed a divifion 0l them.
Abram permitted Lot to make choice of whatever
part of tnem he beft aoproved, contenting himfclf
with the remainder, and fixed his abode in the city
of Hebron, which had been founded feven years
before that of Tanais, in Egypt. The fpot which
Lot chofe for his refidence, was fituated on the banks
of the river Jordan, a fmail diftance only from
Sodom, which was at that period a (lourifhing citv}
but vTis afterwards fo utterly deftroyedj in confe-
quence of the wickednefs of the inhabitants, that
there is not, at the prefent time, the leaft trace of it
to be perceived. The particulars of this extraordi-
nary event fhall be related in thciiy)roper place.
During the time in which the Affyrians
held the whole empire of Afia in fubjeCli-
on, Sodom and its depend'incies were
goverped by five kings, viz. Balias, Bar-
fas, Senabar, Symobar, and the king of
the Balinians; and each of thefe was in-
verted with abfolute power in his own diftri3. In
thofe d”s the Affyrians marched a numerous and
well difciplined army, divided into four bodies|

ThfAffytiiM
conquer the
people of So-
dom, and take
Lot prifooet.

neceffarieicf life : .it may be therelbre prefumed, that agricultnre
wa* inproved there by art; fince no country can be a plentiful one,
where tnis beneficial art it not proowtcd an' cncouraged.

.againil
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lgainft the people of Sodotn, whom, after a fevere
.nd bloody coiiteft, they utterly defeated; and from
his time the kings of Sodom became tributaries to
he Affyrians, and fo continued for the fpace of
i*twelve. years. In the thirteenth year, they refufed
5to pay the tribute impofed upon them; in eonfe-
|?iuence of which, the Affyrians, vinder the command
of Amraphel, Arioch, Chodolloicor and Thabel,
advanced againft them a fecond time; ravaged”yria,
| fubdued the race of the giants, and, entering ti"e
I land of Sodom, pitched theii" camp in the valley
' among the briniftonc-pils, many of which were then
«to be feen in that neighbourhood; but the valley,-
mfince the de(lru™:)ion of the city of Sodom, has
been converted into a lake, called Afphaltiiis. A
jreat {laughter of the Sodomites enfued, and iium-
Jers were taken prifoners; among the latter was
Lot, who had come to the alTiltance of his country-
men,- in repelling the invafion of the Aflyrians.

, C H A*P. VIIL

%Abram rovts the AJ[vrians, and refcvrs IM and the
other Prifoners out of their Handi. Melchifcdcch
entertains Abram. God promifes a Son to Abram.
Sarah brings llagar to Abram's Bed. Ilagar with-
draws herfelf frum Abram"s Dwelling, and is com-
forted by an Angel. The Birth of JJkmael. Ifaac
ispromifed to Abrayn. Jnflitution of the Ceremony

r, o f Circxmcifion.

M MEDIATEL.Y upon intelligence
being communicated to Abram, that
the Sodomites had been defeated, and
reat numbers of his friends and neighbours killed
nd made prifoners, and that his nephew Lot was
kmong the latter; he halted in purfuit of the Aflyri-
ans, and on the fifth night of his journey he lur-
*)rized them near Dan, which is one of the heads of
he river Jordan, and finding them in a llate”of the
iitmoft confufion, fome being intoxicated, others
ifleep, or unprovided with arms, and the whole in-
:apable of making either a timeh’ retreat or fuccefs-
ul refiftance, he availed himfelfof the general eon-
~ernation, and falling upon thtnr in their quarters,
lut a great number fo death by tRa fword, and the
lext clay purfued the relt as far as Choba of Damaf-
us. Abram had barely three hundred‘and eigh-
een of his own domefl™cs, befides three auxiliary
‘riends, when he fo efiertually routed this nume-
ous armj"”~: and this may ferve to prove, that vic-
ory does not fo much depend on the number, ason
he refolution and valour of the combatants. The

|Ahranmdcfrati

illic AffyiUiM.

Tliis Mekhifedech, being the jwieft of God, Abraham, agrr«-

to the cul”om of the times, grcfcnted to him a tenth partof the

‘poih taken from the enemy : fee CJen. xxviii. 22, Heb» vii, i. and

. 1 hefe tytlics were ;<|>plied to pious ufes, fucb asthe maintenance
Xeligion, the relief ot «he poor,~&c.
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few who cfcaped, retreated from the obfervation of
the public, from a fenfe of fliame at their'own daf-
tarclVy behaviour. «Thus was liberty reflored to Lot
aTidj~hc otlier prifoners, while Abram returned to
his people with tl*e tidings of viftory and peace.

In his way home, Anram was met, at a place
called the Valley Royal, by the king of Sodom, Avho
congratulated him on his vittory; and he was there
received by Mekhifedech, king of Solyma, which is
iijpw called Jerufalem. Melcnifodecn fignifies a
righteous king, which appellation was worthily ap-
jlied to this prince, who by the voice of the public
lad been (fletled to ferve at the altar, in the charac-
ter, of a pried to the Mofl High God.
Melchifedech.accommodat™d Abram and
his f(Jlowers with various refreniments,
and otherwife bthaved towards them with
fingular benevolence: while they fat at table, he
greatly extolled Abram for his noble atchieve-
ments, and, with thankfj~ivings worthy his f'acred
charafckr, glorified the Aimigiity for the blc/ring of
the vifctory. On die other hand, Abram prefented
Melchifeaech * with one tenth part of the /ix)ifs he
had obtained, which the king gracioufly accepted.

Abram alio oflered a pornon of the
booty to the king of Sodom, but he ex- oo
cufed himfelf from complying with the
generous propofal, faying, a return of his fubjcfls,
who had been made prifonets by the Aflyrians. and
afterwards refcued by Abram, was all he could rea-
fonably expe£l, deUrii*g him to difpofe of every
thing elfe as his judgment might direft. Abram»
however, declSred, that he would make no private
advantage of the fpoil,.fuch a portion of which he
only required, as would be fufiicient to fupnly his
folaiers and followers with provifions, and afl’'ord a
prtiper re~”~pence to F.nner, Mambres, aiuf
Efhcoi, the mree friends who hadfupported him in,
and fliared the hazard of the battle.

The fincerity and difinterefted condufl
of Abram were”~o much improved by the
Lord, that he inform'ed !Wn they fliould
be properly rewarded. “ Almighty God," fald the
righteous Abram, “ how will thy rewards avail me,
fince 1 have no heir to inherit the boumicj you may
beftow ?” Now the Lord aflured him, that he ftould
have a (bn, and be bleifed Ukewife with apofterity
as numtriius.vthejtarsrflbehetivins.  Upon the(e words
a facrifice was offered by Abram, agreeable to
the direction pf the Creator. This facrifice con-
fined of an heifer, a goat, and a ram, being each
three jeajf.s. old, befides a turtle dove and apigeon;
the birds remained intire, but the other animals
were divided t in halves, according to the command
of God. While preparations were making at the
ah«ir, for the performance of tlie facrifice, and the

mwoan . ] \

The antirnt mode o f forming alliances in marriage was, by C;-
parating thedevoted animnls into two pars, and jibcing thinj upon
tvro altars; after which, the contraiflinp panics walked bctwren the
two altars, thereby fignifyinjj. that if either of them v-iolatcd the
covenant, heor (he ftiould, like the viftims, be ‘e« afunder.

birds
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birds of prey were hovering abom, in cxpc6lation of
the blood of the creatures, a voice from heaven
foretold, that thf pofterity of Abram fhould'falj
into bondage In ~Cgypt, and rcniaifn in fvibjeflion
to their oppreilive'enemies for the fpace of four hun-
dred years; at the expiration of whith period they
fhoiild fpread themfelves over the wi+iole country of
the Canaan’tcs, extending from ."l'gypt to Sodom,
and fubjcft the cities, and whole extent of territory,”™
to their dominion. .

At this time, Abram dwelt not far from Hebron,
at a place called the Oak of Ogye, wlicjrc he la-
mented the circumftance of his wife’s barrcnnefs,
and the confcquent failure, of ilfuc, but Hill oflFerifig
up daily fupplications timt a male child might be
born to him. Thefe entreaties induced the C,ord
to repeat his promife, rcfjjcfling a fon, and the
other Dlellings dec reed to hini on removing from Me-
fopotamia.

By the immediate direflion of heaven, Sarai caufed
an /~Lgyptian fervant in the family, named Hagar,
to go to ncr hufband’s bed, hoping that, by this ex-
pedient, he might have a male child by her, which
fhe intended to adopt as her own ; this circumdance
occurred accordingly; whereupon Haear, under
the, fuppofition that the child would furely fucceed
to the government, became extremely prefuming
and arrogant to her miftrefs. This ingratitude de-
termined Abram to refign her up to the management
of his wife Sarai, whom he authorized to chaftife
her at difcretion; which iffbrtified Hagar to that
degree, that flic quitted Abram’s houic, and fet out
in tearch of fome other fettlement, earnelUy fuppli-
cating the protettion of heaven in her iniferable con-
dition. As fhe pafl'ed through a defcrt, fhe was ac-
crtfted in her flight by an angel, who ordered her to
return from whence flie came; tcllingj**?, that this
affliftion had befallen her in confequence of her
pride and ingratitude, and thal, upon areformation
of conduft, (he would experience kj~ider ufage for
the future; enjoining her,jnor8over, in the flriftcfl
manner, not to neglect thisadmonition, but to return
inftantly; andaffuring her, in cafe flic obeyed, that

fhefliould Jive to be the mother of a child, who, in.

procefs of time, fliould obtain the dominion of that
country. She accordingly returned to her miflrcfs,
and, having humbled herfelf, obtained he;" iZardon,
foon after which fhe was delivered qf a fon, who
was nanitd Hhmael, fignifying, in Hebrew, prevailed
upon; God having attended to, and graVitcd tire pray-
ers of the mothei'.

Abram had attained his eighty-fixth
year whenlflwnael was born; and, at the
age of ninety-nine, God appeared to him,
and acquainted him, that his wife ~rai fhould be
delivered of a fon, whom he fhould.name Ifaac; fore-

This ||i«cioiis promife U thus expreifed in Geoefit xvii. 6.
“* And lwill make thee exceeding fruitful, and | will make nations
o f thee, and kings (hall come ont of thee." The kings here alluded
to are thofc of the Jews, I/hmaelites>Midianites,Safaceos, Arabians,

Birtfi of
10Onnul.
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telling, alfo, that many powerful monarchs and na-
tions fhould derive their origin from him, and fhould
conquer the whole iand of Canaan, extending from
Sidon to y™'gypt. God commanded, in order to
make a diltinction between the mce of Abraham, and
the people of*other nations, with whom all cohabit-
ation was ftriclly prohibited, that all his poflerity
fhould be r.ircifmcii'ed on the eighth

da.y after their birth. Abram haying in-

ginred of (Jod the future condition of

IfhmaM, received for snfwer, that he fhould live to
a great age, and fliould be«the founder of many
mighty nations *; whereupon Abram returned
thanks t> the Almighty, and, in compliance with
the divine injuntUon, was immediately circumcifed,
together with Ifhmael, who was then in his thirteenth
year, and the reft of the males of his family.

+CHAP. I X.

Thf (Xfcrahl™ Crimes of th*Sodomites punipied by the
Jadgvient of God in the Dejlruilion ojtheir City.

T this time the people of Sodom be-
came fo extravagantly vain by the
great wealth and plenty which they en-
joyed, as totally to fail in reverence to God, and
relpetl to their fellow-creatures. Inhofpitality to
ftrangcrs, ingratitude towards thofe who had beftow-
cd benefits upon them, and unnatural lufls towards
each other™ incenfed the Almighty againfl t*m to
fo high adegree, that he determined to ptinifn their
abominable crimes by laying wade Lh*ir whole
country, and pronouncing that the parts inhabited
by them fhould no longer produce fruit or plants
for the ufe and benefit or mankind.
The fentencc againfl the Sodomites
being pafl'ed, while Abram was fitting
under an oak of Mainbres near the en-
trance of his tent, he perceived three
angels toming towards him, and from their appear-
ance”™ he judged them to be travellers. Jle rdfe to
meet them, and, after the cuflomary falutes, invited
them to partake of the bed refrefhment and enter-
tainment his habitation would afford. His proffer-
ed civility was accepted, and diretlions were given
for drefTing a calf and baking a cake; which being
made readji, were placed behire the«flrangers under
the oak, and they gave thinks to their hod, and
appejyed to feed upon what had been provided for
them. While the meat remained before them, they
ioquired of Abram refpe£ling Sarai his jvife, and
were anfwered, that fhe was in the tent. They now
arofe as preparing to depart, obferving that they

Babylonians, Egyptians, Africans, Spaniards, and laftly, t~ great
King of the Chriftijui world, in wh'om all the fapiilie~df the caith™
or great numbcn out of them*, were to be bicfled.

Ihould
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(hould in a fhort time fee Abraham again, and that in
the interim his wife would become a mother. Sarah
was now called in, and flie fmiled at hearing it faid.

m that fhe (hould have a child, flie being ninety, ana

her hufband an hundred years of age. The angels
now threw off their difguife, confcfl'efl whom tnev
and mentioned the commiflions with which
they were charged; faying, two <sf them were em-
ployed to execute the deftruftion of Sodom, and
that the third was intruded with the tidings ;that a
fon fhould be born unto Abraham.* The
judgment psonoiinced againft the people,
occaiioned Abraham to otter up earnelt
prayers to God, that he would bg pleafed
to fpare the innocent from becoming partakers of
the punilhment denounced againft the guilty : and
the Almighty faid, in reply, that if ten righteous
men could be found amongll the citizens, Tor the
fake of thofe ten he would fpare all the others*.
Upon thisdeclaration,Abraham declingi ofiering any
thing farther in behalf of the people.

The two angels went to Sodom, and
being obferved by Lot, he invited them
to take up™ their refidence in his houfe.
Lot was naturally benevolent towards ftrangers, and
equal to Abraham for piety and good-nature. Some
abandoned ruffians obferved the angels to go into
Lot's houfe, and as they were of graceful appear-
ance, they conceived a defign of attempting fome
violence upon their perfons, and endeavoured to
force irfto tne houfe, in order to gratify their brutal
appetites. Every argument that could be fuggefted
in recgmmendation of continence and hofpitality,
was enforced by Lot, who even offered to give up
his own daughters inflead of the ftrangers; but this
propofal they would not liften to. Highly inccnCed
at their outrageous condud, and the horrid com-

plexion of their guilt, the Lord ftruck them with

inftant and total blindnefs on the fpot, fo that they
could notdifcover the way to enter Lot’s houfe, and
the fentence of exemplary perdition was, at the fame
time, pronounced againft the whole people, for their

abominable wickednefs. .

being forewarned, efcaped the

calamity by a timely retreat from the

~'town, taking with him his wifr, and two maiden
daughters. The two perfon.s ~ith whom thefe
I maidens were cuntrailcd to be jnined in marriage,
were intreatcd to accompany the* family of Lot,
n. | Im]l =

ilt'lror.h;
sodoroitel.

» oot ’

* hardly any inlbinc*in hiftory offerventand importunate
fuppHcationetjual to this recorded of the Father ofthe Faithfu”.in the
book of GeneUt. It affords a wonderful j>roof of the condefcenfion
of the Almight)-, in hearkening to the petitions of his people; and
» an encouragement for all tncn to pra’y, and not to faint.

t Clen»ent of Rome, cotemporar)’ with Jofephus, Hkewife reports,
that he had feen this pillar; and Trcnseus, in the next ccntury, de-
|cUre» the fame. | will not attempt a philofophical demonftration
« thi» miraculous event, which has been, and continues to be, a

of mufti profane wit and ridicolc to thafe who would be

thought wife above that which is writteri. Thoueh 1 will not at*

tempt an explicit dcnonfliauoa of the faA, I will yet aflert, that
No. 2,
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but they ridiculed the threatened vengeance of

heaven, and remained in the city, Ilie wrath
pf Kod was now tlifcharged againft this
immous race in,a general conflagration,
which confumcd the city and the whole ijpTHe/e"

number of its inhabitants, as mcll as tiiofe
of the furrounding country, laying the whole in
a ftate of irreparable devaftation. The wife of
Lot went out of the town with her hufbandj but,
tither from a motive of tendernefs or cunofity,
(he violated the ftrifl command of tiod in looking
behind her, and fhe was in confeg”uence turned into
a pillar of fait. 1 have feen the pillar, and can fafc-
lyaffert that it ftill remains

After this judgment, Loiand his daugh-
ters«fought refuge in the country called
Zoar (which in the Hebrew language
fignifies fmallj~ this being the only place which ef-
caped the fury of the devouring flames; but while
they remained here, their lives were rendered un-
eafv and irkfome from a deficiency of provifions,
ana the wantof focial intercourfe. In their folitude,
the daughters confidered their fmall family as the
only furviying part of the human fpecies, and
therefore imagined themfelves, in fo prefTing an
exigency, to be juftifiable in any means they fhould
adopt for the confervation of the human race. On
this confideration, they went privately to bed to
their father, when he was infenfible of their being
his children; and the confeguence was, that they
both proved with child*1)y him, and each brineing
forth a fon,»that of the eldeft was called Moab
(which fignifies, in Hebrew, of my father) and that of
the younger, Ammon for, ofmy race, or kinj. One of
thefe was the father of the Moabites, a powerful na-
tion yet exifling; as the other was of the Ammo-
niees, both*i»4*nich were inhabitants of Ca'lo-Syria.
Tljus’have we given a full accountof the mailer of
Lot’s efcape from* tbe dreadful conflagration of
Sodom, and o™what afterwards came to pafs.

«+ CHAP X.

Particulars of the TranfaBiom befwetn Abraham and
Abithelech. An Account of Ifhmael, the Son of
AbrahaU ; hh Difmijfion, and Succourfrom an An-
gel. His P(}jlerity, called Arabians. .

it if withjh'the line of probability, and may be proved from na«
tural caufes. Is it at all improbable that Lot’s wife, by her linger-
ing and looking back, mieht be overtaken by that nitro-fulphurcoua
ftiower which laid wafte the citj- of Sodom ? and as the lake remains
to this day, and is called Af|ihaltitis, why might not her bodk be
infrufted withthc particlcs which compofcd the tcrapeft, ana flie
be prefcrved in tliat™f~pc, at a monument of almighty vengeance
to all fucceeding genarationt, of the danger of neglcftine God't
commands ? But, after all, could not the Almichty as lifiTy effeft
this transformation, as ftrike tte Sodomite* with blindnefs, or dc-
ftroy their city with fire and brimftone)

F Abraham
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braham withdrew to Cerar, in Paleftine, ac-

companied by Sarah, who ftill paffed for his
filter, for he entertained the fan>e apprehcnfiops of
danger from Abimelech, who reigned over” the
country, as he had fome time fince»had of Pharoah,
king of Egypt. It afterwards happened, that Abi-
melech conceived a pafTion for her, and endeavoured
to feduce her, but was prevented from purfuing his
defign, by a violent fit of ficknefs, with which God
was pleafed to aflflift him, as a punifhnicnt for his
lal'civioufnefs. .The difordcr role to that hcighf,
that his life was defpaired of; and God warned him,
in a dream, to offer no violence to Sarah,tfhe being
the wife, and not the filler, of the llrangcr. Here-
upon he communicated .to his friends all the clr-
cumliances of his palTion*for Sarah, his dream,”and
every thing that had palfcd; declaring, that he con-
lidered his prcfcnt licknefs as a juft mark of God’s
dilbleafure on this occafion.

He therefore, by advice of his friends, fcnt for
Abraham, to whom he gave the molt pofitive af-
furances, that the honour of his wife was ftill unvio-
lated; appealing to God and her own confcicnce for
the truth of his declaration; and moreover protcft-
ing, that, had he imagined Sarah to have been his
vife, he would not have offered her the lealt infult:
and conjuring him to overlook what had paH'ed, and
to intercede with the Almighty in his behalf. He
farther acquainted him, that mould he be inclined
to continue in Paleltine, he fliould be amply pro-
vided for; or, if he rather fhofe to depart, that he
fhould be furnifhed with Guides, carriages, and
every other convenience for his journey home-
wardfs. ,

Abraham, in fome meafure, juflified his conduQ:
in ftyling Sarah his filler, fhe being the daughter of
his brother, and, therefore, of the fame blood with
himfelf; alledging, moreover, that he-KT)ke(i,upbn
this deception as neccflary to his fafety in his tua-
vels. He allb obfcrved, that he Tbuld not eonfider
himfelf as the caufe of Abimelech’s(-ficknefs: and,
finally, expreUing a fincer»'regard and affefclion for
him, declared his willingnefs to continue in his
dominions. The king, thereupon, gcnerwufly pre-
fented Abraham with a large trafl of land, and a
confidcrable fum of money; and concluded a fo-
lemn league and covenant with him, which was ra-
tified at the well of Berfabe™ or ihc fVeg dr Pit of
/wearing a Ctrvfnant, which name it continued to bear at
the time  writing this account.
iirthofiiik Sarah, foon afterwards, ljore td Abra-

ham a lon, as the angel had foretold, and
they named him Ifaac, which, in the Hebrpw tongue,
lignilies Laughter; alluding to the circumllance of
Sarah’s fmiliiie, when the angel announced to her
the purpofc oF God to grant her a fon; lhe judging

* The behaviour of Abrahana towards hit fA1&macl has, by the
contfmnrrj pf revelation, been reprefeatcd a« crucl to the lall de-
gree ; hut it {hould be coaiidered, ihM as Sanh had obfcrved Ifh-
xnacl iflfuliing her fon Ifaac, flic was tbercfure dciiiDut that lihmael
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it an improbability to bear a child at fo advanced a
period of life, herfelf being then ninetVj and Abra-.
ham one hundred years old. The cmld was cir-
cumcifed on the eighth day, which is the time ftill
obferved by the Jews for the celebration of that
ceremony. JJut as llhmael, the fon of Abraham by
his concubine Hagar, was not circuincifcd till the
thirteenth year, the Arabians, who are defcended
from bnn« dcfcr*perforniing the rite till the child
attains that age.

*During the infancy of Ifliniael, Sarah manifefted
as much tendernefs fof him as if he had been her
own child; and he was broflght up and educated
with all poffible care, as the prelumptive heir of
the famiiy; but, after the birth of Ifaac, Sarah be-
came apprchenfive of the confequences of bringing
up the two children together; as Hiimacl, who was
fo much older than his brother™ might be tempted
to deprive him of the inheritance, in cafe ol the
death of Abahram. She, therefore, uled all her in-
llueuce with Abraham, to prevail upon him to fend
away both the mother and the chilcl to fome diftant
country. Abraham at firlt te.je£led the propofal with
horror; bvft, at length, being warned of God to
comply with what his wife tequired of him, he
difmilfed Hagar and her fon, who was
flill of too tender an age to provide for
himlell, to feck a fettlement elfewhere;
giving them, at their deyjarture, a portion of bread
and water for their fubfillence *.

Their fmall (lock of provifions was foon confum-
ed, and the child’s Itrength was fo much exhaulled,
that Hagar laid him down at the foot of a fir tree,
and retired to a dillance, in order to avoid the fight
of his lalt agonies. In this diftrefling
emergency, fhe was accollcd by an angel,
Mho directed her to a neighbouring foun-
tain, and llriftly enjoined her to pay the utmoft
attention to her charge, with whofe fafcty and hap-
pinefs her own was connefted in the hicheft degree.
This animating declaration reviving her courage,
Ihe purfued her journey, and, at length, fortunately
met with a company of fhepherds, from whom flie
experienced great kindnefs in her neceflity, and an
ample fupply of all her wants.

When Ilhmael had attained to man’s eftate, he
married a woman of Egypt, of which country his
mother was alfo a”native. This woman bore him
twelve fons, whp*inhabited the whole extent of
country lying between the Euphrates and the Red
Sea; and which -is callcd Nauathifia. From thele

fons are derived the different tribes of the Ara-

1ans,- who are greatly celebrated in hillory for

their valour, and the aignity of theix defcent from
Abraham.

*e

and his roothrr (hould no longer continue in the family; there was,
befides, a particular defign of Providence in caufing this feparatibn
tobe made. *

CIIAP.
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rod commands Abraham to offer vp his beloved Son
Ifaac. The exemplary Faith and Obedience of Abra-
ham and Ifaac, with the Bleffmg confequent thereon.

SAAC was the only legitimate fon *of Abmham,
~  born to him in an advanced period of his life,
find, on both thefe accounts, particularly c”ear to
him. But the tenderncfs of the parent was amply

repaid and juftified by the excellent qualities $>f

the child. Ai)raham was ndw therefore no fonger
folicitous for life, or die enjoyments of this world,
but was cheerfully difpofed to refign his pretenfions
to his heir, and hisvery bein” into the ha»d%of God,
from whom he derived it. The Almighty, however,

was plcafed to make a farther trial of his

c drijuires faith and obedience; and therefore, after

Abralitm U recapitulating the various blefTings which
tieribeelfare he had conferred upon him, commanded

him, as a proof of his gratitude, to otter
lip his fon Ifaac, upon a mountain of Moriah.

Abraham, who had alws”™s paid the moft explicit
obedience to the will of God, did not hefitate one
moment to proniife ajn exaEt conformity to the pre-
lent injunftion*.

Without communicating his Intention, either to
his wife, or to any of his family, lelt they (hould
oppofe it, he- departed from his own dwelling, with
his fon Kaac and two fervants, taking with nim an
afs laden with articles for the facrifice. On the third
day they arrived within fight of the deltined place;
and Abraham, leaving his fervants below in the val-
ley, arfcendi-d the mountain, accompanied only by
Ifaac, who was now in the twenty-fifth year of his
age. It was on this mountain that David afterwards
erefted a temple. Ifaac, obferving that his father
had made all the neccifary preparations for a facri-
fice. yet perceiving no vitliin near at hand, he
Iquedioned him on the fubjett. Abraham anfwercd,
1* That God, in whofe power it was to relieve the
wants of the necelfitous, and to deprive the opu-
lent of their florc, as he found it moll conducive to
the happinefs of tl.ofe who put their truft ih him,
would, doubtlefs, provide avitlim, in cafe he fUould
vouchfafe to accept of an oblation.”

The wood being laid, and all things in readinefs,

Abraham addrclfed Hiac in thefe terms:
Abrihttn'ip*.  « iviy beh)ved fon, thbu art the child of
loh'ilfon.prayers, and, from the time of thy

birth, 1 have fpared neither coft nor
pains in thy nurture ftnd education. My utmott
wilh has been, that you might attain a maturity of
manhood and reafon, and that, whenever it fhould
pleafe God to take me to himfclf, I might leavt thee

e Some have objeftfd, relntirc to this how Abwh»m
could be fatisSed that this command carm- from God, when it ap-
pear* incoTififtesii with the very nature of the Divine ~ n g, and fub-
verfive ofraofti rectitude. But th*isohjcttion will vanifti, if we“e£!cd
that Abiaham did leally know that coauDand came £tom God,
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U in poflefllon of iny authority and dominions; but,

m fince the Almighty, who firfl beflowed tlice on me,
has thought proper to recall the gift, fubmit thyfelf,
| pray thee, my dear fon, with a pious firmnels, to
the Tate which awaits thee. It is to God that thou
art to be offered up; to that God who now com-
mands me to rclinquifh thee to him, in proofof my
gratitude for the numerous bleflings he hath lhow-
ercd upon us, throughout the courfe of our lives.
Death is the common portion of all mankind; and,
Certainly, thou canft not fall more ~lorioufly, than
by the hand of thine own father, an oblation to the
God and i'ather of the univerfe. who prefers rather
to receive thy foul into endlcfs blifs, on the wing of
pi~yer and ejaculation, thjin liiRcr thee to become
the viftim of difeafe, wai'f pafTion, or any other of
the farious cafualties to which mankind are hourly
cxpofed. Reflefcl maturely on what I have faid, and
thou wilt perccive, that, in the heavenly ftation to
which thou art now fummontd, thou may’ft afford
thy aged father unfailing funport, and that, in the
room of thee, my fon, | fhall have God hinifelf for
my protestor.”

Haac manifefled a firmnefs and refij-
nation, on the occafion, worthy of his
birth; declaring that, if he fhould hefi-
tate to furrender up his life, at the recjuifition of
God and his father, from whom he decived it, he
fhould be undeferving of that cxiflence which he
had hitherto enjoyed; nay, that he would readily
have yielded it up, at the command even of his fa-
ther alone. x
He then advanced to the altar, and, un-

covering his throat, waited in patient ex- Fx«aipUry
peftation of the event* but, at the very [ o
inflant that Abraham raifed his arm to apranam.

flrike the blow, the Almighty -called

alJud”™ to IfH™Mfrom heaven, and prevented hii dc-
figii. * God comrn”~ded him to flay his hand, and to
fjaare the life of nts Xon; declaring that it™as not
from any pleaf®jre that he took in human facrifices,
nor from an intention couftituting a father the
murderer of that very child which he himfelf bi:-
flowed on, him, that he had enjoined him to this
« afclion; but foldy to try how far a fenfe pf his duty
to the Almighty might operate upon him,, inoppofi-
tion to the diclates of affeflion and nature; that,,
finding h~ piety fuperior to all temptations, he
, confirmea to him his feveral former promifes, ac-
cepted of his intended facrifice, and engaiged that
his proridenc”~fhould never forfake either him or his
pofteritv; that he would blefs his fon, Ifaac, with
length or’days, and a numerous and illuftrious ofT-
fpring, who fhould eflablifh their authority over
many nations, and fhould f'ubdue the land of Canaan

who, having given life,, may take it away whenever he pleafes, ei-
ther by a natural difekfe, or any other inftrumcrt he think» proper.
Abraham alfo knew tnat God could again reilore Ifaac in a more
extraordinary manner.

by
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by the fword; rendering thcmfelves the envy and
admiration of furrounding nations by the abundance
of their wealth, and the fame of tkeir glorious deeds.
When God had finifhed fpeaking, S
uncxpeftedl/appeared, at a
fmall diftancc from the fpot, and feemcd
t~relent itfelf as avoluntary viftim and
fubftifute. The father and fon, in a tranfport of
furnrize and rapture, now exchai”™ed their mutual
cnaearments; fervently praifing God for his grag
cious promifes and unbounded goodnefs: and there-
upt>n offered up a facrifice on the fpot. When they
had performed this duty, thev returned hofhe, where
they palfed a life of cafe and happinefs, with all tjic
complacency of an appla”iding confcieiice, and an
approving God, who, according to his promife, prof-
pcred them in all their undertakings.

Soon after this event Sarah died, in the
hundred and twenty-feventh year of her
age, and was buried in Hebron. The

Canaanites preffed Abraham to accept of a fepul-
chre for her interment; but he declined the offer,
chufing rather to purchaf'e a field, belonging to an
inhabitant of Hebron, named Ephraim, for which
he paid four hundred mekcls of hlvcr, and applied
it to the above-mentioned purpofe; and feveral
monuments, ercftcd in honour of himlelf and his
pollerity, remained there during many centuries.

fplredMim
irfjoiftced.

CHAP. XII.*

Progeny oj Ahraharrithy his J"ife Krturah. The Mar-
riage of. 1Jaac and. Rebecca.

O M E time after the death of SamT, Abraham

married a fecond wife, na™sfl Kcturah, fey
swhom he had fix fons. Theft'perfons fettled in dif-
ferent parts, and noffcffed themfelvA of the coun-
try of the Troglooytes, beyond Egypt, and thatpart
of Arabia Felix bordering upon the Red Sea.

Ifaac being now about forty years of age, hi«
father formed the defign of marrying him to Re-
bccca, the daughter of Bcthuel, wi>0 was the fon
of hi* brother Nahor. On this bufinefs ke dif-
patched one of his molt trufty lervants-; firft bind-
ing hinij~by an oath, to a faithful difcharge of his
conimifnon; which ceremony he performed, by
putting his hand under his mafter's thigh, ac-
cording to the Form ufed in that country oiJ fimilar
occaiions*. The meflcngcr then departed, being
inveited with full powers to conclude the bufinefs
in queftion, furnifned alfo with rare and coflly pre-
fents, and all neceffarics for his journey. Mef6-

* From this circumlUiice it .nppM TpilinTtTfai”™ we can judge

without the alTiiiance of records, that the only fccurity for the per-
&rR\anoe of a contrafl. wasa folemn oath and a facrifice; for at that
time the} could have no written convejancc*: it it proper, how-

potamia, through which his route lay, is, on ac-
count of the badnefs of the roads in winter, and
the great fcarcity of water in the fummer, a mofl
inconvenient country for travellers. Having fur-
mounted thefe difficulties, he arrived, at lengthy
at Charran j «upon entering the fuburbs of w'hich
city, he met a number of virgins, who wxre going
to the well for waier.

He,‘thereupon, offered up a prayer, . _ _  .c..
re~quefling that, if God approved of the izar, Abr-
propofed alliance, he .might meet with hamifervantu
Rebecca in that company ;~nd that he * "™
might be enabled to difcover her, -by the circum-
ftance of her giving him water to drink, when all,
the othets fliould dem’ his requeft. On hisarrival
at the well, he addreffed himfelfto each of the vir-
gins feparately, and begged them to oblige him
with a draught of water. One replied, that fhe
had taken too much trouble to get it, to part with
it fo eafily; another, that fne did not draw
water for e\*ery one who might apply to her
for it; fome making on” excule, and fome ano-
ther, but alj refufed to comply with his recjueft,
fave one fingle virgin, who iharply reproved her
companions for their incivility to a flranger, and
courtcoufly offered him her pitcher to allay his thirfl-
This was fo aufpicious a commencement, that the
meffenger, after fome general compliments on her
perfon and benevolence of temper, defired to be
informed to what family flic belonged, wifhingthat
her parents might live to fee her happily fettled in
the marriage Hate, with an affetlionate and vir-
tuous hufband, and a numerous and obcdiei™t pro-

geny.
To this, without theleafl hefitation, Rebecca re-
plied: * The name of my father was liethuel; but

he died long ago, and left my mother and me, toge-
ther with a 1 his fubflance, to the care of my brother,
whofe name is Laban; and I am called Rebecca.”
The meffenger was delighted with what he had heard
and feen ; being fully convinced that God favoured
the defign on which he came thither. He, there-
fore, prefentcd Rebecca with a fmall chain, and
fome other ornaments for her perfon, fuch as com-
inOnly attrafct, in a confiderable de gree, the atten-
tion of women of her age j requelling her accept-
ance of them as a mark ofhis eflceni for her finguiar
excellencies, and ofhis gratitude for the particular
obligation fhe had conferred on him. He then de-
firea that, as it grew late, and would be unfafc
travelling further, he might be permitted, for that
night, to rcfide at the houTe other relations; hoping
that they would receive a guefl, who would not put
them to any manner ofcharge for his entertainment.
The virgin replied, “ That he appeared to have con-
ceived a proper idea of the humanity of her rdatrons,

ever, to mention here, thataconfcientioas regard wa» in ancient
times paid to oaths: and they who broke them were cdhfidered not
only asunworthy of a place ih huaan ibcicty, but arinfamoui per-
fong.

3 but
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‘but that llie wifhetl him to liave a better opinion of
their gcncrofity, as he fhould be lodged at tbeir dwell-
ing without any cxpence; but that flic would firfl
alk her brother spcnniHioiMo introduce hiui.” This
was immediately granted, and the fervants of Laban
were ordered to take care of the Itrawgcr’'s camels,
‘uhilo he fat down to table with the mailer of thehoufe.
When fupper was ended, the gueltaddreHcd himfelf
to the niotlier and fon in thcfe terms: “ I am fent
to you,” faidhe, * by Abraham the lon ofThares, and
your kinfman; for Nahor/" ~iretUng his difctuirfe*to
the woman, “ the father of your late luifljand, was the
brother of Abraham, by tlie fame father and mother.
I am a domellic fervant of Abraham, who has com-
miHioncd me to propofc a marriage betwren this vir-
gin, and his on vy legitimate (bn and heir. Trom a
j)rcdile£lion for thofc ofhis own blood, he has reietlcd
offers of alliance with many of the moft powerful fa-
milies in the country where he relides. Do not, |
conjure you, with-nold your confent to my propoiiil,
linceGod himfelfevidently interpofes hi behalf of it,
and has direEtcd me, in a miraculous manner, both
10 this virgin and your dwelling. When”l entered a
town, | law a number of maidens, who were going
to the well for water, and | offered up a fecrct prayer
to heaven, that | might find the virgin wliom I fought
among them, which happened according to my prayer:
thus you may perceive, that a propoled match lias
already obtamed the approbation of heaven, and
wants but the fanftion of your authority to con-
Mirritge of  firm it.” This marriage was fo eligible
jicecan(i in itfelf, and fo plainly conformable to the
_ will of God, that Rebecca was delivered
iiito flic care ofilic mcfTengcr, who condufted her to
the houfe of Ifaac, to whom the whole- poflellions of
Abraham had now devolved; the children that Ke-
turah bore to Abraham having taken up their reli-
dencc in other countries.
Deiih of Not long after the marriage of Ifaac,
Abrah»m. Abraham departed this life, in the hundred
and feventy-fifth year of his age. This man was
equally renowned for his piety and virtue, and had
rendered himfelf acceptable both to God ayd man.
He was interred at Hebron, in the fame fepulchre
with his wife Sarah, Ifaac and llbmael taking* upon
themldves die carc of his funeral.

-

CHAP. XUl

T/ie Birth of EJau andJacob. A Famin*in the Land
*f Canaan obliges ~aac to retire to Egypt. His
DeaUi drawing nigh, hefends EJau into the*Fields,
to procure him Jome Venijon. Jacob perfonates
EJau, andhe furreptitioufly obtains from his Father
the BIffjing intendedfor his Brother.

X afhort time after the death of Abraham, the wife
of Ifa"c became precyant, and increafed fo much
fize, that hcrh\i(band, being greatlj' alarmed at the
pircumftance, bcfought the Atmighty to reveal to him
caufe thereof. 1 he purport of the anl'wcr he rc-
iNo. 2.

OF THE JEWS.

25

ceived, was, that/he fiiould be delivered of twins,
from whom two mighty nations lhould procecd; and
diat.the younger «i’ the two fhould, in proccfs of
time, echpfe the glory of the elder. This Kru .d
prediflion w”s ift due time verified; for

Rebecca brougln forth twins, tlie elder of whom was
covered witli hair from head to foot and as they
came into the world, the younger was obferved to be
holding the other by th& heel. 1’he firil-born was the
Qtvourite of his father, and was named Efau, or Seir,
which lignifies in the Hebrew lan™iage Hmr: hut
Jacob, the younger, became the darlijig child of his
mother. e

.The land of Canaan was at tliis time afUitled with a
terrible famine, and Egypt* then enjoyed the greatelt
abuydance ; Ifaac was inclified to gothithef; but(rod
diverted him from his defign, and he repaired to
Gerar. Upon his firfl arrival at that place, he was re-
ceived by king Abimelecli with every appearance* ol
refpetl and friendfhiu, in remembrance of die ancicnt
Hlliancewhich had fuofifted between him and Abraham.
But this kindnefs could not be expetfed to be of long
continuance with aman who facrificed evxry conlidera-
tion to his envy. He perceived Uiat Ifaac enjoyed a
larger portion of God’sfavour than himfelf, and there-
fore difmifTed him from his court. H”c, penetrating
into the caufe of this change of difpolition in Abime-
lech, withdrew’ to a place called the Valley, at a fmall
dillance from Gerar. As his men were employed in
digging for water at this placc, the king’s rhepherds
came to the fpot, and jjseventcd them from pt~ecd-
ing. They then repaired to another part, where they
once more began to dig, but were interrupted as be-
fore. At length, he obtained the king’s permiffion to
dig, and the place where he firfl found water he named
Rooboth, which figniiies large or jpacioui. O f tire miier
t\Vo nlace”™ where he had been difanpointed, he callcd
one Efcon,"” nUnifying contention; ana the other Sitcnnn,
which being int~a”eted, means emn/'ty,

Abimelech, coimlWus of his own infmcerify, oli-
ferved, with a«jealous eye, the increafing power Hnd
repuution of llaac, who”he was ap Jrcheniive, inighi,
on a comparifon of his ate unkinn condud with the
favourablt reception he had at firll given him, i+ in-
duced to revenge the infult; he was, moi-eover, un-
willing to provoke the enmity of a man of Ifaac’s tem-
per ai«J charatler. He, accordingly, tak-
mg with him one of the chief ofhcers of his
court, repaired to the fpot where Ifaac re-
fided, and prypofed to him a renewal of
the former league which had fubfillrd between ihein ;
with which Ifaac, recolle£ting the ancicnt friendfliip
which his. father and the king had nnitiially enter-
tained, readily complied; ana thas all difagrcement
bet"ten them ceafea.

At the age of forty, Efau, who was the favourite of
his father, married two wives; Adah, the daughter of
Elon, and Alibama, the daughter of Efbion ; both
perfons of'diUinguifhed rank and high reputation in
the land of Canaan. He contrafled thefe man tages,
without confiilting his father Ifaac onthefubjeft ; nor
w'oiild he have ocen able ;o procurc tiiii confeni

G , thereto.

tre tretx
Abine-
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thereto, Jfaac being fully determined not to form
any alliance whatever with the Canaanitcs. As the
tnatter, however, was irremediabk:, Ifaac judged it
better to pafs the whole over in filcnce, than to pro*
teed to the extremity of compelling is fon to diimili

women.
BOu rat < Ifaac, being now arrived at a very ad-
tti ttMfan vanced age, and having, in part, at lealt,

for >0, totSly, loft his fight, called to him
his fon Efau*. and, after premifing what he was aboi4
to fay, wiih‘fome reflections on his age and infirmi-
ties; grievouily lamenting his incapacity to lerve (Jod,
as he nad formerly been accuftomcd to do*; and or-
dering Efau to go into the fields, and endeavour Ao
procure him fomc favourj™ food for his liipper; he
pro.-nifed, athis return, to bellow his blelfing on bim,
and torecommend him ) the protedlionof Almighty*
Ood. *“ The period of my own exillence,” fays he,
“ draws near; and, as the hour is uncertain, | cannot
employ the Ihort time I have to live, in a more pro-
per manner, than in oflering up prayers to -God for
thy welfare and happinefs.”
Rtbecca In- Elau having retired, to execute his fa-
ftruat jwifc ther's commands, Rebecca, who had over-
)~wwuretre heard the converfation between them, con-
- trived to transfer to Jacob, for whom fhe
had more affeftion than for his brother, the bleffing
which was intended for Efau. She, therefore, or-
dered Jacob to kill a kid, and have it prepared for
flipper. Jacob obeyed, being conftsmtly obfervant of
the orders of his mother; and>,twhen fupper was ready,
he fet it before his father, having taken (he precaution
to fpread the fkin of the kid over his hands and arms,
that he might appear to his father to be hairy, the bro-
thers refembling each other, in other refpefts, fo
ftrongly, that it was impofrible todiftinguifhone from
the other; he was, however, in great aei*ation, left
he fhould be deteaed in the impollujf,’ and thereby
draw upon himfelf a curfe, inftead/j*” blcfling.
Ifaac, noting foniF particularity in his
y«ice, bade him drawSiear, and find-
Hau ing his hands to Ut covered with hair, he
obferved, that “ the voice was Jacob’s
voice, but the hands were the hands of Eiau and
without farther hefitation, began to eat of the vic-
tuals fet before him. The repaft being Bniihed, he
offered up a prayer to heaven in thefe vords;
‘* Eternal God, from whom all created bfeings de-
. rive their origin ! Thou haft IThowered down on my

father, myfelt, and our offspring, a profufion.of the .

* It appears that thu was no common blcfling that Ifaac meant fot

Efau, but a folemn dying benediflion, fuch aspious parents in thofe
day* were wont to bettow upon their children, and which were held
facred, and inde:dwcre often prophetic of the”r future fortunes in the
world, as in the cafe ofJacob, Gen. xlix. t. But thedifercncc lie-
twecn him and Jacob was, that God had given Jicob a prophetic view
of his intended difpenfationt to hit defcendan t and thrii children;
but it isplain that Ifaac, in this phcebefore us, liad called Efau with-
out having received any particular revelation about him, for he de>
iigncd to tell imnwhat God nevei intended ihould belong to him.
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comforts of this life, and haft promifed us the en-
joyment of ftill greater bleffings to come: make
good, O Lord, thy gracious promifes, and difdain
not the application of thy fervant on account of his
infirmities, which render him ftill more fenfible of
his dependente on thee for his fupport: Preferye,
I pray thee, this child from all evil; grant him
length of days an« all happinefs: blefs him with the
polfeffion of every worldly enjoyment which thou,
in,thy wifdom, fhall deem conducive to his welfare;
render him the dread of his enemies, and an honour
and comfort to his family and friends

No fooner had Ifaac concluded his prayer, than
Efau entered the room, being juft returned from
the chac%; which circumftance difcovered to Ifaac
the deception: but he thought proper to be filent
on the matter. When the particulars of what had
paffed came to the knowledge of Efau, he requeited
of his father to beftow a bleffing on him, as he had
already conferred one on his brother. But Ifaac ex-
cufed nimfelf;*declaring, that he was reltritted both
from withdrawing and froyi making a fccond grant
of the benediction he had conferred on Jacob. Efau
was fo much afleftedwith the diiapp<)intment, that he
could not refrain from tears; and nis father, to com-
fort ~
he
profeffic
muft be fubjedt to his younger brothert.

Jacob, confcious of the injury his bro-
ther had fuftained from him, was violently
apprehenfive of his refentment; and Re- mint
becca, who was aduated by the fame fears, ,
in order toi avert the danger, prevailed on Ifaac to
fend Jacob into Mefopotamia, to take a wife from
among her kindred, refiding in that country.

Efau, perceiving that he had highly diiohliged his
father by forming an alliance with a Canaanitifh fa-
mily, which people were his profelfed enemies, now
took to wife Bauismath, the daughter of Ifhmael, for
whom he entertained a flronger anedion, than for any
of his other wives.

CHAP XIV.
yacob isfent into Mtfopgtamia, io corUraB a Marriage
with Kachel, the sDaughter of Laban. His Vijion.
He engages iof*rve LMan” on certain Conditions, and
is deceived by him.

J The fupper caught by hunters wai defigned as a feftival which
was always ufual on a facrifice; and Ifaac hoped and believed
that the prayers ufed on thofe occafioni would obtain bleflingi
from the Almighty on the head of his fon.

t Both Jacob and his mother Rebecca were highljr blameable for
praftifing this deception) nor can it eafily be determined which was
mod fo. The providence of God mult be taken into the account;
but never can be glledg|”™ as an excufe for the double dealing of
either the mother or theTon; fcut, though he difapproved of the aft,
he over-tulcd it to bring about his own designs.

. AT
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T it _ A Tthefolicitation ofRebfcca,lfaacfent
Jlergd »TOL Jacob into Meibpotamia, ty treat of

a match with the daughter of Lahan, Re-
becca’s brother. It happened that a mortal enmity
Cubfilted at this time between that fanuly and the
Canaanites; and, as the route which Jacftb was to pur-
Tue lay through the land of Canaan, he durft not trull
himfelfin any of their houles, but r«pofed, during the
night,in the open air; a ftone, or a hillock ferving
him for a pillow. On a certain night, as he lay thiis
at reft, he had the following vilion.

Hit vifion imagined that he faw a ladder placed

‘ ' m on the earth, the top of which reached to
the {kies; and that a number of figures, refembling,
ia form, the human race, but far exceeding*them m
fize, and in the luftre of tlieir appearance, were con-
tinually pafling and repaiTing up and down tlie rounds
thereof; the Almighty appearing in peribn at tlie top,
and fpeaking to him m thefe words : “ You, Jacoo,
who are delccnded from Ifaac and Abraham, men
defcrvedly famous for their faith and virtue, inltead of
defponding of my care an4 -proteftion, under any de-
gree of amiBion whatever, ought rathcf to fubmit
cheerfully to your prefent trouoles, with a firm re-
liance on me to extricate you from your difficulties.
Place your truft in me, and be allured that you fhall
experience happier days. It was | who brought
Abraham out 01 Mefopotamia hither, when he was
driven from his poffeffions by thofe of his own family;
it was | who ftiowered down bleilings on your father,
through the whole courfe of his life; and I am deter-
mined, if you will render yourfelf deferving of my
favou]”™ to transfer to you tnoie bleirings which | for-
merly conferred on ’'your anceftors. THe buiinefs
which is the objeft of your prefent journey (hall fuc-
ceed Uj your wilh; you fhall become the father of
dutiful children, and your progeny fhall be without
number. To them and their polterity will T give this
land, as an inheritance; and tney fhall plant colonies
throughout the whole earth, and the iflands, as far as
the fun extends it* influence. Let nothing, therefore,
difcourage you; but place an implicit confidence in
my protefcUon, not only on the prefent occafivn, but
in all cafes in future.”

This vifion filled Jacob with rapture; and he anoint-
ed the ftone on which he had repofed; vowing, at the
fame time, if God fhould ever pejmit him to return
home, to ereft an altar on the fpok, and to offer facri-
fice tn~on. This vow he afterguards performed;
dedicating to God the tenth of all his fuyftance, for
»n oblation. And as a farther memorial of what had
befallen him there, he named the place Bethel, or the
, Utufe of Gad. *

' He then continued his journey, and, after a tedious
ipalTage, arrived at Charran, where he found feveral
tlhepherds, and other young perfons, of both fexes,
lalfembled about a well, and arawingVater. He ac-
|cofted them, and begged a draught of*water, to quench
Nis thirfl; jind thus, by degrees, entered into difcourfe

with them; inquiring whether.they knew Laban, and

Vhether he lived in the neighbourhood ? They all

iiwcred in tlie affirfnative, «dding, that his daughter
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and they were acctiftomed to feed their fheep together,
and that they were furprifed fhe had not joined them
et.  The virgin I~rfelf came to the I'pot,
in tWe midll of tjiis converfation, and was
acquainted by her companions with the
inquiries which Jacob had made, coiicern-
ing her father. She immediately, with an eager fim-
phcity, began to quefiion him relative to the place
from whence he came, and the bufinefs which had
brought him thither; making him an offer, at the fame
time, of her fervices. .

Jacob, f harmed with her courteous behaviour, but
much more fo with the besfiities of her perfon, inilantly
conceived a violent paflion for her, and addrellcd
himfelf to her in thcfe terdis: “ A firm friendfhip,”
faid”™ie, “ has fubfifted between our families, if you,
fair virgin, are actually the daughter of Laban, a long
time previous to the birth of cither of us; Abraham,
Haran, and Nahor, being the fons of Tharcs, ana
Bethuel, your grandfather, the fon of Nahor. Ifaac,
my father, was born to Abraham by Sarah, the daugh-
ter of Haran. Moreover, my motlier, Rebecca, is tlie
fitter of your father, Laban, by the fame parents: thus
you fee, that we ftand related to each other in the
degree of coufin-gerinans; and the objcfcl of my
prefent journey is, to renew the antient family league
and compaft.”

The virgin nowrecollefted with how much afTeQion
fhe had often heard her fatlxr fpeak of Rebecca, and
fhe was fo overjoyed with the idea of the pleafure
which he would derive fVmii the circumftance o”™Jacob’s
arrival, with ti™lings of that excellent woman, that fhe
bvrrfl into tears of joy and afiefction, and, after having
faluted the youth, iaid, Thou brincelt the molt wel-
coifie news imaginable both to my rather and to the
whole family. He, good man, was never fo happy as
wWen expa*»”NjLmg on the virtues of thy mother; and |
am pflfitive, h~i~uld not exchange the fdicity which
thy tidings will for any other blcfling under
the fun. ThereforeTlet us haiten to him R,hei cm+
without any fanher dela™.” She then in- Jic«b to
troduced him to Laban, who, as well as [c/f"erantt

fcrei.ci, whd

hit fantilyi
the reft of,the family, expreifed the utmoft who belure
liiiiiilytshim .

,joy on his unexpefclcd arrival.
He had been with th\e family but a few days, when
I”"ban thought proper to compliment him upon the
Eleafui’\ he profefl'ed that he enjoyed in his conver.-
ition; at*the fame time cxpreffing fomC furprize, that
he fhould have quitted his father and mother at a pe-
riod when, from their extreme age, his prefence mull
have been moft neceflary to them; concluding with
an aflurance, that he would render niin every lervicc
in his pow”r. Jacob, to fatisfy his curiofity, gave him
the fo lowing fliort abitraQ of the hiftory of his fa-
mily. “ My mother. Ret>ecca,” faid he, “ bopc twin
fons, Efau,and myfelf. My father, being blind, was
led, by the contrivance of my mother, to confer on
me the blefTing " had meant for my brother. Efau,
therefore, conliders me as a perfon who has fiipplant-
ed him in his jufl claim, both to his father’s blcfling,
and the inheritance which God had affigned him, and
he determined, in confequence, to take away my lire.
- . To
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'I'o avoid the danger which threatened me, and in
cotnpliancc with the injunction of niy mother, | have
lied to thee for protefction, as to neareft rclatioy
fhe has living ; and it is on thee, neV under (iod,»that
I depend for my fafety.” Laban gave him the llronger
aHurances of his favour, not only in confidcration of
his own good quahtics, but allb, as being the fon of
his lilter ; laying, he fhould ever entertain the fin-
cereft afteion for her, whatever the diRance might
be that (hould leparate them; adding, that, for te
nrefcnt, he wo6k give him the fupcrintendency of
nis (locks and (iiepherds, and that, whonevej he fhould
think proper to rt'turn home, he might depend on a
gratification fuitable to his merit. .
Jooegreecdo
kave in the iamily on any terms, confented to
Laban’s propofal, on condition that he
might have Rachel in marriage, as the re-
ward of his ferviccs; declaring that he loved her to
excels, not only on account of her own rare merit,
biu alfo, as having been the providential inllrument of
his introduttion to the family. Laban inltantly ra-
tified the condition, with earnefl cxprefTions of joy;
protefling that he fhould prefer him before all men
living fr a fon-in-law ; but gave him to underftand,
at the fame time, that he mull wait awhile for the exe-
cution of the agreemeiu, as it would not be with-
out great tmwillingnefs that he (iiould fuffer his
daughter t* go fo fa from him, as to the land of
Canaan; having, to fay the truth, ahnofl repented, at
times, the fendmg his fi(lei**thithcr. To prove the
difintercftednefs of his views, Jacob e»pged to wait,
and contrafcled to ferve his intended father-in-law for
the term of (tven years *. '
i.«oa»de. I'rccilely OH the concluding day of*the
alxne tern>, Laban prepared the nuptial
feaft, and, having previouHy intoxicaU”*-'j[acol), fate
at night, and in the dark, fecretly (V~idufcled *to his
bed the blear-eyed eldefl (ifterJv~Ad ofthe younger.
Jacob having difcoyered the imposition, exponu-
lated with him on this breafji of faith* but Laban at-
tempted to vindicate his conduft, on the plea of ne-
ceflity; alledging, that the ciiftom of ti{c country
would not permit the ytninger fifier to be married be-,
fore the elder, and folemnly protefting that he was to-
tally uninfluenced by any malicious motive on this
occafion ; “ But, the difappointment you jia'te now
experienced,” laid he, * need not be any ohftacle to
your majrying Rachel at a future time; for, if you
will engage yourfelf to me for another rerm of feven
j'cars, at the expiration thereof flic tliall be deli-
vered to you, unveiled, and in the face ofday; and
thus you will be guarded againfl every danger of a
fecond deception. ' Jacob, who was guided folely by

* It was not the cuftom of thofe countries for fathers to give dow-
ry with their daughters, but to reccivc it from(thcir fons-in-law, Geir.
xxxiv, 1R I Sam.xviii. 13, 2 *7. Thus as Jacob liad no money
.to iturchafc a wife, he offer* his fcrvice for feven vmm inilcad of it.

I 'In the text, Gen. xxx. ,ii.wc read, ** Leah was hated," j. e. Icfa
beloved, according to the Hebrew idiom, Mai. i. 2, 3. Lukt xiv, 26.

Jacob, whoivas dcfirous of continuing H
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the diBates of his piifTion, yielded to this
propofuion alfo: and, having completed
the term of his contract, received Rachel
for his wife.

Laban had given to his daughters two maidens,
who were to Attend them, not altogether in the capa-
city of menial fervants, though they were, neverthe-
lefs, to be fubfer\”ent to their commands : Zilpah at-
tended on Leah, and iiilhah on Rachel. As Rachel
evidently poffeffed a greater fhare of Jacob’s affettion
than herTi ter | eah  the latterwas greatly afflicted on
that account, yet fli< ftill cntarlained hopes that, by
bringing him children, fhe might, at length, win him
to herfelf. This, accordingly, happened ; for hav-
ing boriTeto him a fon, whom (he named Reuben, or
divine mercy, this circumftance influenced him to fa-
vour her, and fhe had afterwards three other lons, who
were called Simeon, fignifying Godisfavourable mLevi,
or the lupport officiciy; and Judah, or thankfgiving.

Rachel was very apprehenfive, left the fruitfulnefs of
her fifler fliould, in part, abate Jacob’s attachnicnt to
herfelf, and, therefore, cc”urived to deceive him, by
fubllitutingJdier woman, Bilhah, in her place; and by
her Jacob had a fon, named Dan, or the judgment of
God: and flie was fome time afterwards delivered of
Naphtali, fignifying artificial: alluding to the circum-
fiances of Rachel’s craft, in her contention with her
fiffer for children. Leah afterwards adopted her
fifler’s arts, and introduced Zilpah to Jacob, who
bore him two fons, one of which was named Gad,
fignifying bychance\ and the other Afer, or heantifying®
becaufe tney obtained honour by the tranfaQ.ion.

On acertain day, as the two fillers were fitting to-
gether, R'euben, I™eah’s eldefl fon, brought fome
mandrake apples to his mother. Rachel was eagerly
defirous to partake of them, but was refufed by the
other, who peevifhly told her, that it was unreafon-
able to think ofdepriving her of her hufband and her
apples alfo; but Rachel, to foothe her, offered to re-
linqulfh Jacob to her for that night. The propofal

Racliel (Wen
innmnuge la

was accepted ; and Leah, afterwards, bore other
children; as Iffaehar, which fignified Aw; Ze-
h\Aon,”~or 2ipledge ofIme; and a daughter, named Di-

nah. A confiderable time elapfed nefore Rachel be-
came pregnant, but, at length, flie was delivered of
a fon, who was named Jofepn, fignifying an ady//;s«,
Jacob had now ferved his father-in-law, J.edb
in the flation of a I'uperintendeBtover his &
fhepherds and hetdfmen, full twentyyears:
he, therefgre, began to entertain thoughts of retu”
ing home, and of coniuftins hrs wives thither with
him. But, itwas neceffary to a6t with caution : as he
was confcious that l.aban would throw evety obftacle
in the way of his defign. He determined, however,

And this inftance f?rnilhes a good argument againil bigamy in gene-
ral ; for it is morally impoflible for a man to (hare his affections fo
equally between his wives, but thachc muft love the one better than
the other, Henc~fays Andromache in Rurinidcs: ‘'I't> farright far
me man li foffr/i two'uivei; Butiftbej wouldlive 'well, theyJfxiuldloji
but ate, K

to
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__ to adopt no refolution, till he fhould firft have con- y
? fulted his wives on the fiibjeQ;, and have learned how

they were dilpofed to the meafure.
well inclined to accompany him, he departed
immediately, with his two wives, their attend-
ants and children; and taking with Vim one half
of the flocks. Rachel lecrctcd the idols which her
father had been accuilorncd to worlflip ; not frorn any
refpefl Ihe bore them, for her hufband had convinccn
her ofthe folly of fuch adoration; but ihe imaginad
that, in cafe her father fhould'ovcrtake them irt their
flight, thefe images might jjrove the means of effed-
ing areconciliation between Laban and her hufband.
Libiinpurme, Nofooner did Laban become yquaint-
adoatda cd, on the following day, wiili Jacob’s fe-
cret departure, and all the attendant cir-
cumllances, than he allembleda ftrong party of able
followers, and went in purfuit of him. In the even-
ing of the feventh day, heovertook Jacob and hiscom-
pany, as they were fitting on a hillock* to reft them-
felves after the fatigue of the day’s journey : but, it
being late, Laban and hisf>arty laid themfelves down
to renofe. During the night, God appear«d to Laban
in aaream, and ftrifctly enjoined him rather to ac-
commodate matters than offer the lealt violence to his
fugitive children ; cautioning him, moreover, not to
deTpife them on the inferiority of their numbers, as,
in that cafe, he would himfelf fight on their fide.
ReprM Early the next morning, Laban fent for
Jacob, who came to him with the confi-
dence of a man who is fenfible of no crime. Having
firfl related to him his dream, Laban began to re-
proaclj him, for leaving him in a clandeffine manner,
and for taking away his effefts after the *great inti-
macy which had fiibfifled between them.
Who vindi. Jacob replied, in vindication of himfelf,
cuesnimferr.  « That it was natural for a man, who had
been fo long abfent from his native country, to wifh

Finding them

to return thither; that, with refpeft to the charge of

robb<;ry and ityuffice, he was difjx)fed to appeal to

. the decifion of any other perfon rather than Laban

himfelf; that he thought himfelf intitled rather to his
acknowledgments for the carc he had taken *to im-

rove his euate, than to his reproaches for haviag re-
Erved v> himfelf fo fmall a pittance out of it; and
that, in the c.ife of his taking his wives with him at
his departure, both he and tney J?ad afted folely in
conformity to their sonjugal dutv.” Thus much he
faid in vindication of himfelf; and\hen adverted to
the condutt of Laban, on whom he retorted his o\ti
reproaches; cgmplainirtg, and expreffing great fur-
prize, that having ferved his father-in-law witji un-
im]>eached fidelity, for the long term of twenty j'ears,
he (hould now be treated a.i the worft of foes.

Jacob certainly had fufficient caufe to complain of

* It w.u riot only in order to reconcile Efau to him that lie fcnt
thefe raeflengerj to hi* brother, but alfo to apprize hira that he
brought his fiibftancc with liim'from Haran, and that he wa» not
ping into Canaan to do him any injury’; whcrtas had he returned
Lom! withcut tfau’i knov’vledge, Euu might have thought that Jfa-
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the ufage he had received from Laban, who, pbferving
that God manifefled a ftrong prodilefctioii for Jacob,
repeatedly imiwfed”pon his credulity by fair fobcechcs
and ~“romifes; ei™aging, at one time, to bellow on
him all the while cattle which fhould be produced in
the courftr of the year ; and at another, all the black;
and wheru at the expiration of the twelve-month, he
found that tiie fhare promifed to Jac<*b amounted to
the greater part tf the cattle pioduced in the time, lie
rfiufed to fullil his engagement till the following year;
being pre-determined to pay 110 moreTcgard to his fti-
pulation, »t the end of that period, than he had done
on former occafions, if his interefl fhould require it.
But to return ;

Rachet had fecreted the i(it>ls in her faddle, and pre-
tendifd to have a diforder incidental to her fex utxm
her. Laban, therefore, to whom Jacob had given ircc
permiffion to make a thorough fearch for the images,
laffed her by, not imagining that, in her condition,
Jie would fuffer any thing facred to be fo near her per-
fon. Laban, thereupon, entered into a Recoreiuti-
covenant with Jacob ; forgave his daugh- -n» iMHTra
ters all that had paffed, and promifed that, ., conrrmer
for the future, tney fhould hold the fame bya i
place in his afiettion they had ever poffeff- o freentiHip*
ed; all which he confirmed with the folemnity of an
oath. This ceremony was performed on a mountain,
on which they erected a pillar, rcfembling an allar,
and they ftyled it, and all the adjacent country, Ga-
laud, or the HUIl of fVitnefs. After the ratification of the
league between them, they fealled together, and
then fejTaratecU; Laban returning to his, home, and
Jacob continuing his way to the land of Canaan.

C H A P XV.
Interview StiTc-%n Jacob and Ejau™ which terminatts

S Jacob purfued his journey to the land of Cana-

an, he haa feveral vj™ions, all tending to give him
hopes of future fuccefs; and the place where the Al-
mighty waj pleafed to grant him thefe revelations, he
enamed the I'uliJ of God, But he ftill bore in mind the
ancient refentment of Efau ; arid, therefore, privately
exerted all his endeavours to dificovcr how his brother
flood difpoled to him; fending, moreover, feveral
meflenger™* to find out his refkicnce, and to addrcfs
him, in his name, to the following effed: “ ‘i'hat per-
ceiving.he had»drawn upon himfelf the refentment of
his brother, he retired from his own country; but,
confident‘that his long abfence muft have ol)hterated
all remembtance of pafl difagreements, he wa'l now on
his return Iwmc, with his wives, children, and frea-
fures; propofing to himfelf, as the firfl wifh of his

cob had got the grcate”™ part of his fubftance from hit fatlier; and
when he came at Ifaac'» death to take away with him to Edom what
his father had to leave him, he might have looked u”~n Jacob iu hav-
ing defrauded him of his right.

H Jicart
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heart, to Oiare the wealth God had fo profufely be-
common with his brotner.”

This nieafure afFotxicd Efau iucn hcart-feh fati&iac*
Meninf-ofine  tion, that hc inltantiy be”aii his jourftey,
twobrothon.  at thc hcad of four hundred men, to meet
nim on the road. When Jacob learnt that Efau was
approachitig at the head of fo numerous a party, he
was fomcwhat confoundcd j but, quickly recovering
nknfelf, determined, with the divine affiftance, to re-
N1 any attack that might be made on him. Hc forme<l
nis men into two bodic*; orderitig the fidl to advance,
and the other to keep at fuch a diftance, as*o be able
to lecond the firft, in any advant«e which they might
obtain, or to fupport them” in cafe they (hould be fe-
pulfcd. Having made tfeefc prcparatioti«, he ILmu
iomeof his p«>pfc before, with preientsto his brc™her,
of different fpccies of animals, fome for U otl«rs
-Ibr curiofity. Thefe ordered to march at a diftance
frwn each other, tliat they might appear more mime-
rmis than they in reality sitre; and he particularly cn-
joinwl thf perfons who condo”™Atid thuu, to lhcw the
utmofl dci'erence andrcfpctt to Efau; trulting hereby
to difpel any ranrour which might yet remain in his
brother’smiiid. The whole day was fpcnt in adjuiting
the difpofition of the troopR, and at night theymarched.

After they had croffed the torrent of Jabac, Jacob
jioohweWM  being at a fmall diftance behind, an angel
wi'h minij«d.  laid fiis hands on him; and Jacob wrefl-
liil\g with the angel*, overcame him; whereupon he
heard a voice, fpeaking to him in thcle words:
“ Thou mayeft with reaTon“boaft of thc advantage
thou haft obtained over me; for it is not a common
adverfary, but an angel of the Lord whom thou haft
foiled. This fhall fcrve tlice fbr a token, that thy pof-
terity fhall never become extintt, and that in all thy
contefls thou fhak prove victorious.” The angel,
thereupon, gave him the title of Ifrael™/ITich in riic
Hebrew fignifies JiruggHng. Jacol”~»a prayed“foi! a
revelation of his future fortune, «v/o; when he perceiv-
ed that it was an angel who ~ake to, him, lie urged
him to be explicit; aiKl this,*>eing complied with, the
an)™l difappeared. Thc joy which Jacob fclt on this
occafion was fuch, that he named thc whereon
thc incident happened, Phanuel, fignifymg the fact
Cad. In this comeft, one of tVie (inews of his thit"i was
ftrained, upon which account hc woiWd never after-
wards cat of that part of any animal; in ~\\vth the
Jews follow his example to this d»y.

Jacob fbeing informed that Kfau was approaching,
onlcred his wives and their attendantV to walk at a
diftance from his troops, that, in cafe hi« brother
ftiould think proper to attack him, they might fee the

r * engagement withoiU (haring the danger.
%Zd by prrceived that Efau drew
aw «ijeAicn*  near with lwks ol'complacency and peace,
oo (Glutaltoz pe ran towards hiul, and threw’ himii®f at

' his feet. EJau raifed him up, embraced

. An angel in the form of % man ; the foinc fh.it he he<™ Iten
RnhoJ, Mwe arc told in Ihfia xH. 4. It was an angel who repfc-
fcatcd-thc Almlgtity, and is therefore called God, Gen. xxxii. a8,
jo. Hcnce fome have taken him for the eternal Logos, or Son of
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him, and with many queftif>ns refpeSing the women
and children, earnellly wefled him to accompany him
to his father’s houfe. Jacob, however, declined thc
invitation; alledging, that his horfe.s and cattle were
too much tired to continue the journey; and Efau
thereupon departed to his habitation at Seirj which
was fo named on account of the hamntfs of his
pcrfon. .

CHAP.

TAf Ra™e of Dinah.

XVI.

Slaughter of iht Sichmitcs,

ACOB repaired to tlie place called the Taberna-
cles, and from tlience went to Skhem, in tlie land

ofCanaan. It chanced that thc inhabitants Haory of
were engaged in the cclcbration of a ftfti- Din.h, ihe
val; and Dinah, thc only daughter of Ja-
cob, went thither, to gratify her curiofity, J™.

and obfervc the cuftoms of~*hc women of*the country.
Sichem, the»fon of kiiig Emmor, conceiving apaflion
for her, carried her off, and violated her. Being ftill
greatly enamoured of the damfel, Ih; afkcnl the confent
of his father to marry her; and hc not only readily
yielded thereto, but went in perfon to Jacob, to ob-
tain his compliance. Jacob was greatly perplexed
what aiifwer to give the king; feeing that his confci-
ence forbad him to marry his daughter to aperfon ofa
different religion from himfelf; yet neithei- could lie,
widi propriety, rejeft the application of a perfon of
thc petitioner’s diftinguifhed rank. After fom«; deli-
bcmtion, However, he determined to requdt a fhort
time to confider oi the matter; and the king quitted
him, in full confidence of fuccecding in his views.

When the fons of Jacob bccame acquainted widi the
indignity that had been offered to their fifler, and thc
>roix)<al made by Emmor, they were fo much con-
biitidcd, that they could not-determine what meafure*
to adopt; but Simeon and Levi, the brothersof Dinah
by thc fame mother, concerted a dcfign, which,
withomt the privity of their father, they executed in
thc fallowing manner.

Ejmbracing the opportunity ofthc next smaon mi
feftival at Sichem, they, at a late hour of i«vi avenge
the night, entered the city, overpoweied <*inuy<di«

the guards, whom>drowfmefs ana ebriety

had rendered an'cafy conqueft, and killed all the
males they could find, among whom were the king
and his lon; fparing the women alone ; after the
completion of this enterprize, they conduced Dinah
t»ck to their father’s houfe. The barbarity of this
a6tion ftruck Jacob with the utmoft horror, and
highly incenfed him againfl his lons ; but God com-
forted him in”a dream, bidding him take courage
and cleanfe his tents, and to pcrfonn the facrifice

God. This ange”laid hold on him, and entered with him into »
wrcftling match, according to the caftwrn of tholk couMrk-i, in «r.
der to teach him, by this fyn»bolical reprefentaiion, how eafy it k
for GoU to make tlic wcakeflanbver-match for the moil mighty.

| which
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which he vowed, in confcquence of the vifion while
on hisjourney into Meropotamia.

While Jacob was employed in the execution of
this cutnmand, he accidentally difcovered the gods
ofLaban, which Rachel, unknown to him, had buried
~ndcr an oak. He then went to Beth”™el, where he
had the vifion, and there performed facrifice. From
Dciihaf thence he repaired to Ephrata, at which
Rvihd. place Rachcl died in child-birth, and was
buried; being the only perfon of the family wko
was not interred at Hebron. He was greatly
aftcfted by this incident; but, the child furviving,
he named him Benjamin, from the ~tcdXgrief'ht gave
his mther *.

Jacob had twelve fonsand one daughter.
eight were legitimate; fix being by Leah ; and two
by Rachel; of the four illegitimate children, two
were born to him by Zilpah, and the fame number by
Bilhah. Their names have been already given in a
preceding chapter. ,

C)f thefe,

. Thi* it an error. In Gen. xxxv. 18. tljc reading n,
* She called his niune Ben-oni (fon of forrow); bat Jacob called
him Benjamin” (fon of my rijfht hand, Ol flrcngth). And it i« ob-
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From Ephrata Jacob went to Hebron, Dtatii*nJbu,
in the land of Canaan, at which place
ykac then dwelt; t>ut they refided together fora.
Ihort time only. Rebecca died fome time previous
to Jacob’s arrival, and Ifaac did not long furviye
her. He was interred by Efau and Jacob in the fa-
mily fepulchrc in Hebron, where his wife alfo had
been laid. «Ifaac, by his virtuous condud, ren-
dered himlelf acceptable in the fight of (lod, and,
next to Abraham, appeared lo be the peculiar favou-
rite of heaven. He pafied through*life in the uni-
form and gxemplary praftice of piety and virtue, and
died in the hundred and eighty-filth year of hij. age
After the death ol' Kaac, the two bro-
thers, Efau and Jacob, (h4red their pof-
feilions between them; and Efau, nav-
ing yielded to his brother the city of
Hebrt>n, withdrew himfelf to Seir, where he fixed
his refidence. The whole country of Idumaea be-
longed to him, and he nairu.'d it, after himfelf, Edom.

ONbivde
jhelr piflef-

ferved, that both namet were verified in the fates of his poflcrity, no
tribe hieing more valorous, yet none fo fubjcft to forrowfuJ difdAcrs,
as the tribe of Benjamin.

Including Various TRANSACTIONS from the YEAR of the WORLD 2230, to 2454.

CHAP

jfofeph*s Dreami. lie beconus the Envy of his Bre~
thren, who con/fire againjl his Life.

ing particularly favoured by the divine provi-

dence anti prote£lion, he not only furpancd all
his neighbours in wealth and power, but was alib blcQ'-
ed with a numerous progeny, who were equally re-
nowned for their inauilry, valour, and prudence;
and whole very fufferings and affliftions it plcafed God
to render advanugeous to them, by making them the
happy inftruments oT extricating* our anccftors from
the bondage of the Egyptians.

Joleph, whom Rachel bore to Jacob,'was the fa-
vourite of hi* father, asVeil on account of his menul,
a* perfonal qualifications*. The predileftion,»which
his father conltantlv manifefted for him, excited the
jealoujy and ill-will of the reft of his brethren; and
thefe difgufts received additional force, from the cir-
cumftance of certain dreams, whichJofcph commu-
nicated to his brethren, at different times, all appear-

JACOB wa* one of the happieft of mankind : be-

* We read, Gen. xxxvti. 2. *that “

Bilhah, and with tiic foo* of Zilpah, his father'swives.” Hi* mo-

the lad was with the fons of

1.
in”™ tj) prflfer<”icate his future felicity, power, and
pw:-cmiiicrice.

Having been 1?T:~by his father, to affift his bre-
thren in rcapiiig, he had O dream, which differed
widely from thole fantaftic,creations of the brain, to
which the appellation t)f Dreams is ufually given. He
made his brothers acquainted widi the particulars of
this vifion, and defired them to folvt ii. “ I dreamt,”
faid he, * that | faw my own lheaf of wheat ftanding
erefct, and thofe of all my brethren battening, ajid
nroflratitig thcmfelves before it.” 1'his dream miglrt
have been expounded witliout much difficulty, as it
plainlyportended the great power which J<ffeph wes
to acquire over tlie reft of his brethren. But they
pretended an incapacity to explain the meaning of
It; praying earneftly, however, for heaven to avert
the omen, and conceiving a ftill greater haired againft
Jofeph, than before.

A fecond vifion, Which he had, was of a ftill more
extraordinarv kii>d than the former. He imagined
that he faw the fim, moon, and eleven ftars, delcend-

ther being deaxl, he was brought up amongft the foni of the hand-
maids : pobably becaufc tliey were thought kfs likely to ufe him ill.

ing
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mg from the fkies, and doing him reverence. Still
unconfcioiis of the evil defigns of his brethren, Jo-
feph alfo comnumicated this vilioii to his father, in
their hearing, and exprcifed an earneft dclirc t« bJ
acquainted with the tendency of it. Jacob was
greatly pleafed with this dreamt; confidering it as
a prelage of the future happinefs and glory ol his fun
Joleph, and of the, honour which, in procefs of time,
he fhould receive both from his fatlicr and brothers.
The 'fun and moon he expovuided to mean the fathty
and mother; itSicing theofhccofthcone toincreafe
and nourifh, and of the other to give form and
ftrengthj and he fuppofed the eleven Itar™to fignify
the cle”™en brethren, who alfo derived their knaw-
Icdge and virtue from ab”e.

Envyind This was, (loubtlcfs, a rational Iljater-
ofitfc i  pretation of the dream in quellionj but
*r«dhrn” It g=Jve grcat offcncc to the brethren of

hm  Joleph, who, on the contrary, ought

to have rejoiced in the profped of their brother's

romil’cd happinefs, indead of envying fo near a re-
%}ion thofe advantages and benefits which they would

t have regretted t le poffeHionofto aftranger. But
to that height had their inveteracy,againlt him now
arifen, that nothing lefs than his life would fatisfy
them ; and this was the method they took to ctfctl
their purpofe. No fooner was the harvell over,
than they removed, with their flocks, to Sichem,
which place is remarkable for thc.excellency of its
pallurc; but without giving their father the lealt
intimation of their departur**. When they had been,
gone fome time, and no intelligence ljeing received
by Jacob of the place to which they had retired, he
difpatched Jofeph to obtaii* all poflible informa-
tion concerning them, and bring him an account
immediately of their fituation, and the Hate of the
ilocks. .

IL

Tht Confpiracy of Jofeph’i Brethren : his Life is pre~
fertieil through the hUerceJfion and Propojm of Reu-
ben, and he isfold to Arabian Merchants.

OSEPH, in obedience to his Jfather’s

commands, went in fearch flf his bre-
hren, and upon his arrival among them,
jhoy rejoiced exceedingly; and, confidering him as
an enemy whom Goffhad delivered into their power,
were deiirnus of putting thair fanguinary purpofe
into immediate execution. But Reuben exerted his
utmofl. powers of ptjrliiafion, by endeavouring to

Jofeph'« fcre-
ttircli ceofpire
sgiinit him.

+ Dreaming has by many been confirtewd as th« living aftive
ftate of the foul during deep; and we find from many palTages in the
facred fcriptare, that while pcojjle were aflccp, God often revcalcil
future eventu to them, either in a way of mercy, or upon fome
extraordinary occafion. A vifible reprefentation viaj here made to
jofeph, that one day he would be fulicriui’ to Ids brethren; but all
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prevail upon them to fiicw favour to Jofeph,; repre-
fentirg to them how hateful they would render them-
iclvcs both in the fightofGod and man, by facrificing
their brother to the defperate and unnatural enmity
they had conceived againft him. He ufed many
arguments to* difcourage the affaffination; but find-
ing that neither religion, reafon, nor humanity
would prevail with his brethren, and that they were
inflexibly determined againft Jofeph, he fuggefted a
W]iy to mitigate the rigour of the fentence they had
pronounced, AddrcHing himfelf to them, he faid.
“ Since you arc ihexorablj' determined upon the
deftrutlion of the vouth, do not aggravate your
crime by fliedding nis blood: caft him into fome
adjacenf pit, and leave him there to perifh; by which
means the crime itfelf will be lefl'ened in lbme de-
grce, and you will evade the feverity of reproach.”
This qualifying propolal being alfented to, Reuben
tied a cord round the body of Jofeph, and having
carefully lowered him into a dry well, departed in
fearch of his flieep.

Soon after this, a compgny of Arabian joiiphfoid n
merchants* appeared, who were Ifhmael- Krpeu
ok

ites, and were on their way from Galaad,
conveying fpices and other articles, the produce of
Syria, into Egypt. In order to dilpofe of Jofeph
fo that they might never fee him again, and yet not
(lain their hands with his blood, Judas pmpoled fell-
ing him to thefe merchants; which being agreed
to, he was taken up from the well, and the merchants
paid twenty pieces of filver for him, and took him
away. He was at this time feventecn years old.

The care of Reuben now was, to form fuch excufes
to his father, as might prevent the fufpicio/i fef un-
fair pratlices in his brethren. Some time was em-
ployed in debates upon this matter; and it was, at
length, refolved to take the travelling coat which
had been ftripped from Jofeph, and, after tearing it
and Raining it with goat’s blood, to produce it to
Jacob, as an evidence that his child nad been de-
ttroyed by fome voracious animal. With this pre-
tence, they went to their father, and lhewed him
the copt, in a torn and bloody condition ; faid they
had not feen him, and w'ere apprehenfive he had
fallen a prey to fome wild beau. Jacob, who had
before received fome flight intimation of his fon’s
misfortune, entertained a hope that he might have
been taken prifon”r, or, tiiat lje was detained by a
(till more favourable accident: but u]K)n feeing the
bloody coat, he inftaiuly knew it to,be Jofeph’s, and
concluding him to have been devoured, clothed
himfelf in fackcloth, and gave way to the moft paf-
fiona”c lamentations and inconfolaole ibrrow for his
fuppofed death.

the efieft it had oti them was, to procure and iiicreafe their hatred
to him. as appears l)y the fetjucl.

* In the language of the prefent times, it is called a caravan;

merchants not daring, even to thi~day, to travel alo”e. or in fmall
numben, in thofecaftern couiitrics, through the dcfcrtt, foi fear of
robbery or ofwild beaftj,

CHAP.



THE ANTIOUIT

CHAP. L

Jofrph is fold into Egypt. His exemplary Continence,
when tempted to Lewdnefs hy the Wife of Poiiphar,
who, at her Jnjligation, throws him indo Pri/on.

loeph in ' 1 '"HE merchants who had purchafed
ligypt. JL Jofeph, procecdecf to Egynt, and
there fold him to Potiphar, an officer of diftin-
guifhcd rank in the fervice of king Pharaoh, by
whom he was not treated as a menial fcrvant, but,
on the contrary, withWery inftance of liberality
and kindnefs: he was allowed opportunities for cul-
tivating the ftudy of literature, and, in a fhd)rt time,
was advanced to be fuperintendent of Potiphar’s
houfe. This change of fortune had no cfTett upon
the fteady integrity of Jofeph, the propriety and
prudence of wnole conduf£l afforded an inftance
that true virtue will not yield to the tcmputions

and circumftances of life. .

H» He was remarkable for perfonal‘attrac-
ronTmJi . . . . mailer foon dif-
mfi™ * tinguifhed his fupcrior qualific*ktions, and

became violently enamoured of him. Prefiuiiing on
the inferiority of Jofeph’s fituation, {he imagined
that a motive of ambition would incite him to a readv
acceptance of her offer, but entertained not the leaU
idea of the inflexible dignity of his mind. She fig-
nified her intention to profl;itutc herfclf, by intima-
tions too palpable to bemifconceived : but upon the
firft hint, he rejcfted her invitation, and advifed
her utterly to fuj~refs her unruly dcfires of what
(he cofild not polfibly obtain ; urging, th”~ he could
not return affront and treachery for the kindnefs
and gencrofity he had experienced from his mailer.
He laid, he would cheaiTully obey her lawful com-
mands, and fhould think himfelf hiehly honoured
by them; but that he could not condefcend to per-
form a guilty aQion. She was greatly difappointed
by this refufal, which, however, ferved but more to
inflame the paffion flie had conceived, and was de-
termined to gratify; and for cfie£ling this, Ihf fug-
gelled the following ftratagem: A feuival was hold-
cn, whereon it was ul'ual for the women of rank to
iffemble; ftie counterfeited indifpofition, and re-
mained in her chamber, where (lie procured Jofeph
to be introduced to her, and beloved to him with

fingular complacency and tendernefe. H

jofefh fiin She accompanied her Idfcivious conver-
fatit)n with tears, prayers, ancf menaces;
ttref.. v/er™ ineiFettual to feduce him
from his duty; and, confcious that no punifbmcnt
could be adequate to his demerits, ihould he yield
to the folicitations of this bafe woman, he refolved

to brave every danger, rather than to comply there-

*  Jofeph do»» not reproach tfys fhamelcfs woman (as he jullly
might have dbce} with want of mo.leRy, witb indelicacy, and
aditlterjf; but nobly and pioully urges the heinoufnefiofthe crime,
calling it “ a”reat wickedocfti aa” fin againfi God;” and, iahit
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with. Neither did he omU to rcprefcnt to htr the
duties fhe owed to herfelf, her hufbanrf, and the
world*. He urc#d many arguments, to bring her
Bacjt to a fenfe of decency and reafon : but this was
only adding fuef tollame; for, perceiving that fhe
could effeft nothing by intreaty, flie had recourfe
to violence, and, ieizing hold of his garment, en-
deavoured to force him toa compliance with her libi-
dinous defires. But his indignation againll this
yiamelefs woman rofe to fuch a height, that, break’
ing from her, he haflily quitted tM- chamber, and
left his garment in her hand. For a fhort interval,
her mind was violently dgitated, between the indig-
niiy of the repuHe, and the apprchciifion of a diT-
covcry ; but ihe quickly dj>t(*rmined to lhelter hcr-
felf from every dangerous confequence, by accufing
Jofeph; thus, atonce providing tor her own fecurity,
and gratifying her malicc. She, accordingly, con-
fined herlclf clofcly to her chamber, affeHing to
be in great trouble and affliHion. Juft at this junc-
ture, her hufhand camc into the chamber, and, ob-
ferving the diforder and confufion which wa* viftbie
in her face, earnelUy requclted her to acquaint him
with the caufe thereof.

She made a molt plaufiblc fpeech accufing thi*
innocent young man, which, t<#gefher with the tear*
and paffionate gellures with which it was accom-
panied, fo effectually impoi'ed on the credulity of
Potiphar, that, without making any manner of in-
quiry into the foundation of tiie charge againft Jo-
Icph, he ordered him t«»l)e confined in the common
prifon, which«was appropriated to the receptjwi of
the molt notorious criminals.

c Il A P V.
/n confrquence o f S'M~g~dlefs Accvfation,Jofeph is lodged
in Prifon. j~ircmxjlances attending him during his

Confnement. llis Inlei”retation offeveral Dreams,

OSEPH patiently fubmittcd to his

fevere treatment, appearing neither dudofjoftph

folicitous to vindicate 4ii» own conduft,
nor to ~eftroy the credibility of the charge alledKcd
againll hi«i; but, fatisfied with his innocence, cne-
nfhed the comfortable hope thatthe “wer of the fu-
prcme Being w™ould enable him to rile fuperfhr to the
rage of his malicious enemies; and the providence’ of
God was Ihewn towards him in the following inftance:
the gaoler .became fo prejudiced in his ravour, by
the gracefultiefs of his perfon, his pleating addrefs,
candour, diligence, and iiitegrity, that he freed him
of his irons, and fhewed him other marks of favour

expodulation with her, collefts together all the ageravating eir-
cumftances that would attend bit complying with her unlawful
dclirc*.

| and
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was it at all probable that they fliould, he bcinevery
young at ethe time of their reparation, and now
greatly altered in his perlon*. Perceiving that he
was in no danger of being dilcovered by his t>rc?
t+ircn, Jofeph determined to make tfial of them. He
therefore, not. only refufed to fupply them with
corn, but alfo accufed them of being fpies. * My
friends,” faid he, “ inllcad of brothers, as you pre-
tend to be, you are no other than a band of confpi-
rators, of aiHerent countries. It is not probablf
that you, who plainly appear to be noHtned of fuch
extraordinary qualifications, lhoula all be the fons
of a private individual, vr2cn fcarcely ~ny fove-
rcign on earth can boalt of liFich a progeny." TJie
motive which influence”™ Jofeph to this conduft
m\es, that he might thereby drnw from his bretbren
fome information of what had pafi'ed in the family
fince his departtire, and whether his brother Ben-
iamin was uill at home; being very apprehenfive
left they Ihould have treated him in a manner fimi-
lar to what he experienced from them in his own
perfon-

Tfieir ie»rful

The brethren were greatly alarmed with

E"‘i'j)"nr:_“‘a”n'd the pi;ofpe£l; of their danger, and clearly
Reubenteio. Perceived, that the dcfign of their long
gaciH fpflich. — journey was eff'ctlually defeated. Reu-

ben, however, took courage, and'in the name of the
reft, addrefled Jofeph in thefe words; “ We do not
come hither,” laid he, * cither with the view of
penetrating into myUerics of Itaie, or of attcmptiiig
any thing againft the fafety t(.f the king, or the tran-
tjujllity of his government. It was merely the fcar-
city of bread which compelled us to refort hither;
or, fhould 1 rathei* fay, tliet Tour humanity, in
throwihg open your market to Grangers, as well as
natives, has invited us. The very refemblance
ifhich we bear to each other in our countenanccs,
befpeaks us, as we in reality are,j™ fons (X' <\ne
man. Our fatJdier is, by birtn™g;)<jTCbrew, and he is
named Jacob. He twelve fons by four wives,
and, whilft they all lived, ev”~ry thing~rofpercd with
ms; btit from the time that one of the number,
named Jofeph, was taken away from us, our misfor-
tunes have continually accumulated. Our father,
ftill repines at that lofsj and his inconfolable for-
rows attiifl us equally with the untimely fate of our
beloved brother. Our defisn in coming hitiitr was,
with your pcrmiifion, to buy corn; anS, during
our aofuncc fron> home, the care of our reverend
father is intrufted to our younger <brother, Ben-
jamin. Should you have ai™y doubts of the truth of
what | have now advanced, you have orrly to dif-

ch a mefienger to our father, to be fatisfiedthat
ﬁaye not uttered a falfeho(*d.”

Jofeph, perceiving by this difcourfe that his fatlier
and Benjamin were fate and in health, ordered his

*  ~he dreft and manners of the Egvwian court were luidoubt-
edly adopted by Jofej-ih the fa\t)uritc of Ftiantoh ; fo that, in addi-
tion to hisyears, (twenty years having now elapfcd fincc they fold
kimtothe Iflunaelites,) there were fufiicieotcircumftances todifguife
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brethren into clofe confinement, till he ftould be at
Icii'ure to examine dieni with greater ftridiiefs. At
die expiration of three days, he commanded them to
be again brought before him; and, upon their en-
trance, addrelled them thus: “ You have afl'ured
me,” faid he,«“ that you entertain no dcfigns againft
the ftate, and that yon are all brethren, and the fons oP
Jacob ? In confvniation of the truth of what you
have affertcd, you fliall leave one of your brethren
wi”h me. as an lioftage, and the reft fhall carry home
to your faihei ihe corn you purchafe; after which
you fhall rctuf™ hither, with your youngeft brother,
whom, you Tiy, you have left at home; and this ftiall
be the indifpenfable teft of the rectitude of vour in-
tentions.* In the mean lime, give yourfelves no
concern about the hoftage you leave with me, as he
fhall experience eVAi'y indulgence during your ab-
fence.” This fpeech afflifted them in the highefl
degree, and, confidering themfelves to be on the
very verge of ruin, they lamented their misfortune,
and repeatedly obferved to each other, that it was
an cfi'eEl of tle divine vengeance, which purfued
them for t~e barbarity oT their condutl towards
their unhappy brother. Reuben reproached them
with the folly and ineflficacy of their late repen-
tance; frankly telling them, that they had no other
remedy than patience, under the judgment which
they had drawn upon themfelves by tneir wicked-
nefs. Thus they converfed together, in the per-
fuafion that no one prefent underftood their lan-
guage. The bitter refleftions which Reuben caft on
them fo powerfully awakened their feelings, that
Jofeph, w'ho obferved the violent agitation of their
minas, wtfs obliged to retire, leu his eni”tions
fhould difcover nini. After a fliort abfence, he
returned to them, took Simeon ~ for an hoftage,
and gave the reft a liccnce to purchafe whatever
corn they might want; but he fecrctly inftruded
one of his fervants to put the money they ftiould
pay for it into each man’s baggage; which order
was accordingly executed.

On their return into Canaan, they ac-
quainted Jacob with all the particulars of
tneir.adventures in Egypt; concluding

Jofeph re-
quires Benja.
min tobefcntff

and retaint
with an urgent rcqueft to their father, t0 simeon att
permit Beniamin to go witli them at their pledoe.

return to that kingdom, in order to vouch for the
truth of their former declarations, and to procure
the rcleafement *of Simeon. Jacob was not at all
fatisHed wijh theirconduQ in leaving Simeon behind
them; but he would not giv~the lean ear to the pro-
pofcl offending Benjamin thither with them, although
Reuben offered to pledge the lives of his own chil-
dren for the lafe return of his brother. They were
rcduced, by this refufal, to aterrible dilemma; to
which the aifcovery of their money in their facks

him from the knowledge of his brethren, who appeared in the drefft,
and the of Canaan.*

Simton is feleftedfrom hisbrethren asan hoftage, bectnfe he wat
aprincipal adlivc in thisaoel and unnatural behaviour againft Jofeph,

great!7
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greatly contributed. But, thciy provifions being
nearly exhaullcd, Jacob, at times, fccraed to be part-
ly inclined to permit his lon, Benjamin, to accom-
pany the reft of his brethren, being convinccd that
they muft never think of returning to Kgypt, unlcfs
they complied with the terms which hjia been pre-
fcribed to them, at their departure from thcncc.
Their wants Uill increafing, the brothers were very
urgent upon their fathtr to compfy with what had
been propofed to him; but J;uob Hill refilled to
lillen to them, till at lenetli, Judas, a man of a rcliV
lute temper, and great freedom of fpeecli, adopted
another method toen>{igc his father to yield his con-
fcnt to what they required of him. “ In my opi-
nion,” faid he to Jacob, * you cxprcfs too*great a
degree of Iblicitude fur the fafety of Benjamin.
Whether he goes with us, or continues at home, he
muft ftill fuomit to whatever God fliall ordain.
Yet you feem inclined to fuffer us all to pcrilh, for
want of food, which muft inevitably happen, if we
Ihould forfeit the favour of Pharaoh, tinough an ill-
founded fear of what may happen to our brother.
But would you not blame”ourfelf feverely, (hould
the Kgyptians put Simeon to death in*tne mean
time ? P ace an intiiH confidcnce in the power of
the Almighty, and reft aflurcd, that I will cither
condiift our brother back in fafety, or pcrifh in the
attempt.”

bre« Jacob, at length, fuffered himfelf to be

*ggg.%mg*h perfuaded, and delivered the child into
fencjafain in. theircare; furnifhing them with a double
U By portion of money, that they might pay

for the corn they had purchafed in the former jour-
ney, a»d with prefents of balm, myrrh, tiypcntinc,
honey, and other produttions of the land of Canaan,
for the ufc of the c”cer with whom they were to treat
for the grain they intended to buy. Tnus provided,
they began their journey; leaving Jacob in the
utmoft anxiety for the fafe return of his beloved
children, and being themfelves very apprehenfive
left this feparation ftiould fo far affeft tWir father,
as to be the caufe of his death.

Immediately on their arrival in Egypt,
they waited on Jofeph; not without fome
fear, that the circnmftance of their disco-
vering the money In their fack* would be imputed to
them as a fraud. When they mentioned the mat-
ter, however, to Jofcph’s fteward, he utterly dif-
avowed all knowledjfe of the traafadion. They
now, therefore, began to take courage, more efpe-
cially wheh they faw their brother Simeofi had ob-
tained his liberty. JofefHi inquired after the health
of his father, and other particulars; and his apnre-
henfions for Benjamin being now removed, he afked
him whether he was the younger brother, whom they
had before mentioned to him; to which they replica

They «p« f«-
»»rably re-
ceived.

* This has Seen laughed at by DeiAi and Infideli; bux they do

not coniidcr that it was the uf the ancicntt to diftingui(h
tbofe whom they meant to )iono.ir, by an increalei>fprovirion, and
many changet of raiment. |f thefe gentlemen will give thcinfclvct
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in the attirmative. lie thereupon exclaimed, “ God's
providence isconftantlyoverall hisworks;" und with-
drew, with tears in*hiseycsj to indulge the impulfci
¢4 njiturc. The fame evening he invited them to
flip with him, anrt placed them at the table in tbo.
fame order in which they w'ere accudomcd to fit at
their father’s houfe, condii(:liiig liimlelftowards theni>
with all imugiiiabic courtefy; but the portion al-
lotted to Benjamin was double diut of either of his*
brethren*.

*Jofeph gave orders, after the repalVwas <
finiftied, that their corn fbould be mea- dtumucnji.
fured, and*that cach man's money lliouid
be jjut into his fack, as before; fecretly inftru6ling
his fteward, to convcy a certain filver cup, which he
ufed his meals, into that {"articular fact which be-
longed to Benjamin. His intention in this was, to
try whether, in carfe Benjamin fliould be detained
for the pretended theft, the reft would remain with
him, for the purpofe of obtaining his releafement >
or whether they would not rather abandon him
his fate, and return to their father. The order*
given on this occafion were piinfctually executed.

The next morning, by break of day, Tiwmstka™*
they bcpn their journey, totally uncon-
fcious of the defign which was in agitation accured of

againft them, and picafing themfelves

wlth the refledion, that they had both Simeon and
Benjamin in their company, whom, they trufted,
they ftiould deliver up fafe to their father, according
to their promile. TheyJjad nfU proceeded far, be-
fore they found themfelves fuddtfnly furrounded by
a party of horft-, accompanied by tTie fervant who
had been commiflioflbd. to fcci||™ the cup in Ben-
jamin’s baggage. This unexpected event incenfed
them to a high degree, and they exclaimed bitterly
aganft the j)cople who had fo recently treated them
with tlje moft ccmarkable honour and hofpitality.
Tht? Egyptians, oV.the other hand, rtMiroached them,
in terms equally feveiCt with the balenefs of return-
ing injuries for™~he numerous civilities and benefits
they had received, ancf threatened them with a
fpeedy punifhment, adequate to their dements; tell-
ing them, tifathowfocver lecretly they might imagine
fliey had perpetrated this crime, there was an all-
feeing eye above, from which it was not poftible to
conceal ,tlu:ir iniquity. In this manner the Kgyp-
tians continued to reproach them, but the fervant
was more vociferous and infulting than the reft; in-
fomuch that thp unfortunate brethren cotfcluded
that he was little lefs than infane. They urged the
improbabiljty of their committing a crime of that
nature, fince, uninfluenced by any confiderations
but thofe of honour and jufticc, they had, with the
ftritlcft fidelity, rettorcd the money which they bud
paid for the corn, and afterwards found pul into

the trouble to read Honjcr in the original, or, what perh.-tpt may I>e
more eafy to them, Mr. Pope's V'erfification of it, they will find this
circumdance frequently glhided to, panicularly in A{amcmnon'a
Addrefs to Idomena:us.

K their
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their facks. “ But," faid they, “ the mod efi'cBual
V 3y to CVIinCG our innocencc or guilt, will beé to
fearch our baggage, to which w(* are ready to fub-
m»t with tlie utmoft confidence; and fhould avy iff
us be found to have committed th\s acHon, w<r are
all willing to l'ulfer whatever punifoment he may be
deemed to have deferved.”

The Egyptians, accordin”™y, began to examine
each man’s baggage; declaring, however, that no
one but~the perlon in whole cultody the cupfhoidd
adually be fbvjnd, (hould meet with the leafl m(?-
Jeftationt. They had now examined all the bag-
gages, fave that of Benjamin, withoiU tflFefct, and
the brethren were felicitating themfelves on |he
profpe£l of being quickly rid of thefe troublefome
people, when, upon opening his fack, the cun in-
Theirdif. Itantly appeared. This unexpefted dif-

covery p unged them into inconceivable
lumto gyt anjHiith >they burit into tcars, tore their
carments, and ufed the mod extravagant geftures,
declaring that themfelves and their brother were in-
evitably ruined by this accident; anti, with the moft
poignant lamcirtatioi\s, deplored their incapacity to
fiilfal the promife they had made to their father, on
leaving him, to convey Benjamin home in fafety.

Benjamin was condufcled in chains before Jofeph,
liis brethrtn accompanying him. Jofeph received
them with an affumed llernnefs, and reproached
tliem in terms fimilar to thefe; “ Is it thus, ye
hafed of men, that, regardlefs of the hofpitable
treatment you ~ve received, and contemning the
anger of an ofi'ended Deity, you give the molt fen-
lible aifront to your patron and bentffafclor 7 The
rell of the bretnr” earneltly#-equeited that their
lives might be acc”ted, in lieu of that of the un-
fortunate Benjamin. They repeatedly obferved to
cach other, how much the fituation of Joseph, if ac-
tually dead, was to be envied, in cpmparifon with
theirs; or, if he was ftill living,,ihow muph it're-
douiided to his; honour, thactile vengeancc of God
Ilhould thua be exerted againft (foem, in confe-
quence of their cruelty <o hkte. They alfo re-
proached themfelves with being the authors boih of
the prefcnt .as well as the former ‘CorrcMvs of their
unluippy father; Reuben continually recalling tcf
their minds the guilt of their brother’s murder. Jo-
Icpb, pretending to deliberate for fome time, on the
courfe he fhould take, told them, at length, that, as
he neither thought himfelfjuftificd in nunifhing the
innoccfit indifcruninately with the guiitv, nor in re-
kafing the culpable at the inftance ot thofe who
~re no partin the perpetration of the crime, they

+ Various reafontare given by commentators for Jofeph’s making
life of thisttratagcm to detain uis bictliren ; hut perhaps he intend-
ed no more than to find ajudicious pretfnoe for flopping Benjamin,
fceiiijMgnrrnni of the pCrert-.ptory charge nhicli Jacob had given
with regard to this favourite child.

. We are told, in the foriicr part of the narration, that Jofeph
found great difiicul:y to‘conceal himfelf fo long; that lie was
obliged now and then to Withdraw, in order to give vfnt to his
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were at liberty to return home when they pleafed,
and that he fliould content himfelf with detaining
Benjamin, to receive the punilliment due to his
offence. . \ ”

This fpcech threw them into the utmoit Thefpeoch of
confternatiorfc; but Judas, a man ot cou-
rage and abilities, and who alone had been able to
prevail on his father to part with Benjamin, refolved
to defy every danger in the attempt to fave him,
and, accordingly, addreifed himfelf to Jofeph in
tKefe words: \Vc do not pretend to deny, moll
excellent governor, that the crime charged upon our
brother is of ;i heinous natur'e, and merits a feverc
punifhment. It is certain that the guilt of the action
can be iaiputcd to one only of our number, and he
chances to be the youngefl; yet we arc all willing to
yield up our lives for the prefervation of his.”

Judas, and the relt of -his brethren, then threw
themfelves at Jofeph’s feet, to folicit him in behalf of
their brother Benjamin. The paflions of tendernefs
and brotherly* affeftion now became fo powerful in
the breaft of Jofeph, that he could no longer fupport
the character he nad affuftied *, but ordered his at-
tendants tcfretire, that he. mi~t difcoyer himfelf to
his brethren without witnefles ~and being
alone with them, he addreffed them in
thefe words: “ | am infirtitely happy,”
faid he, “ to fee you thus tenderly af-
fe£ted towards your brother; as, | mufl confefs, |
couldnot refrain fpm entertaining fome doubts of
your regard for him, when 1 refiefcled on certain
circumltances of your former conduft, with refpeft
to myfelf, [lii the whole of my late behaviour to-
wards yoi{, I propofcd only to put your affection to
the teft; and, from the event, | am convinced that,
by whatever motives you were actuated in all your
proceedings relative to me, yet the providence of
God has wonderfully interpofed therein, making
thofe actions the means of procuring for us the hap-
pinefs which we at this time enjoy, and the profped
of greater bleffings in future.

“ But, as 1 now find my father to be in fuch a
fituati»n as | could rather have wifhed, than ex-
petted ; and that you have all that affeftion in your
tempers, which is the true charafteriflic of brethren;
all paft injuries are forgotten, and 1 fhotild rather
return you my thanks, as the agents of Divine Pro-
vidence, for our common benefit, than recall to
your remembrance any tranfallions of ancient date,
which might, perhaps, at the time, appear to have
an evil tendency. | defire that you will forget all
thefe matters, and not render yourfelves uneafy by

Joreph mikes
himrdf
known to his
brethren.

tears; and after that, compofing himfelf, he returned. But now
his tender paffions are wrought up to futh a pitch, by this laft
fcene, efpecially |>y the moving f~cch which . udah makes him,
that he can contain himfelf no longer; nature burfls tTirough all
reftraint, and forces the difiwerj, even in fpite of himfelf, and the
regard he had to thofe who were prefcnt: for it is obferved, ht
ciuld not rtfraitt hintftlf, Itforc ailtbtmt h a t b j him, Gcn. xlv. ?»

the
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the recollcftion of former ill. defigns, which never
took effeft; fincc it has plcafcd the Almighty thus
to bring good out of evil.

“ Return, therefore, to your father, with the
happy tidings of the unexpeftcd blelfings which
God hath conferred on you. liaftcn your dcpar-
e ture, left his very forrowsand fears fhould bring any
ill accident upon him; which would utterly dellroy
all the comfort I propufc to mylelf in feeing him

, once again, and in participating with him the blef-
lings which | now enjoy. Begone, therefore, afid
return with all polfiblc difpattli; and do nut neg-
le£t to bring with you*, your wives, children, and
all your kindred : as, at this time in particular,
when there are yet five years of the famijie unex-

ired, |1 (hould be very unwilling that my deareil
llends fhould remain at fo great a diftance from

e.” Jofeph then tenderly embraced his brethren,
who, with many tears, acknowledged and lduicnied
tlieir bafe practices agaiiifl fo wort ly a brother. He
afterwards entertained them at fupper*

On their departure homewards, the king ordered
fcveral waggons laden w™th corn, gold, and filver,
and various otherprefents to be fent to flieir father;
to which Jofeph added many others from himfelf;
fome beinjprihtcnded for the father, others for the
brothers themfelves, but the moll valuable portion
was deflined for Benjamin.

CHAP VL

Jacoh”™ having lear'nf the fplendid Condition oj his
Son Jofeph, in Egypt, repairs thither, hccompanied
by his whole Faviulj,

pob regim T T t h e n the fons of Jacob returned
O gt yY father, they acquainted
him that Jofeph was ftill living, and enjoying great
authority anu magnificence, and holding, next to
Pharaoh, the moll diflinguifhed rank in the Egyp-
tian dominions, Jacob readily credited what was
told; and thele extraordinary incidents fufniflied
hiiTi with many reftedlions on the infinity of God’s
grace and kindnefs t6 him; and without any further
delay, he began hisjourney to Egypt*.

jicob, fetk- When Jacob arrives at the ffeU of the
ngtredvire QOath, hc ofl'ered an oblaiion to God ; yet
fearing, left the plenteous flate of Egypt
ftioulu feduce his fons to f("“"ttU there, and
thus divert them from returning again to
Canaan, the country which God had promifej him
for an inheritance. He was alfo partly apprehenfive,
left God fhould inili6l fomc calamity on him and his
followers, asa punifliment for undertaking the prc-

direflinn, ii

»"yS.

. This narrative of Jofrphui it beautiful; but cannot be com-

pared with ttic inexpreflibleelcgance and native fimplicity we meet
with in that of the lacred Hiftorian, recorded iifGenefit.

~ Upon fecveral aceounts, Jacob might be afraid to go into pCTpt,
efpecially with his whole family : Awaham bad been i;ijured there.
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font journey, without firft imploring his advice and
direclion ; or, h it he /hould die before his arrival
ill Egj'ptt. In thu midft of thefe refleilions, he fell
kito a profound iTeep, during which the Almighty
appeared to himin a vifion, and called him twice by
his name. Jacob demanded, who it was that called
him ? and the Lord anfwered him thus; “ liattthou,
then, forgotten thy God, Jacob ? the God of thy
forefathers, who never rejeCledlhe prayer either (>f
them or their pofterity, inijhc time of their need;
tliat God who placed thee at the heatl fIf thy family,
contrary to the inclination of thy father; and, when
thou didrt retire into Mefopotainia, being at that
time unmarried, blefl'ed thee with an advantage-
ous match, and brought .thee back to thine own
country, full of riches, artd with a luimerous pro-
geny; that(Jod, who hath been the perpetual pro-
tedlor and guardian of thy family, and hath prefer-
red thy foil Joieph to a ftation in Egypt next in
honour to that of the kinjf; ? I am now come to be
thy guide on the way, and to intimate to thee that
thou fhalt finilh thy life in the arms of thy fon
Jofeph; that thy del'ccndents fhall be powerful and
renowned for many ages, and fhall, at length, pof-
fefs the land which 1 have promifed them.” This
vifion gave Jacob frefli courage, and he continued his
journey with his family, confiltingoffeventyperfons.
When Jacob and his company had Artang m
travelled a jiart of the way, Judas was dif
patched to give notice of their approach
to Jofeph, who immediately fet out to
meet his father, and they accordingly met at a place
callcd HeliopAlis. The joy of tins interview was
fuch, that both fath** a;id fonal”~oft funk under mu*
tual tranfport. Joieph afterwards, accompanied by
five of his brethren, liafled away to acquaint the king
with his father’s arrival, defiring the reft of the com-
paTiyio C(?ntinue their journey at a moderate pace,
Pharaoh expieffed great fatisfattion on phraohi
receiving the news, a*id inquired of Jo- «kindner« M
feph what pivfwffion his kindred chiedy
followed; who icplied,»that they had been wholly
accuflomed to apaltoral life. He anfwered thus for
two reafofcs: firft, that they might, by this means,
he kept together, and thereby be enabled to give
the neceflary attendance to their father ; and, fe-
condly” to obviate all caufe of jealoufy between them
and the Egyptians, by any interference of the for-
mer in the employments to w'hich tho latter devoted
their time. JacoD was introduced to the king, and
met with a-very gracious reception. Pharaoh, afking
him'his a”e, and receiving tor anfwer, that he was
in his huiiflrcfl and thirtieth year, manifefted fome
furprize at the cireumflance; which being noticed
by Jacobj he acquainted the king, that his anceftons
uftially Iwed to a much later period. Jacob and

»ndjoicph.

Gen. xii. 15. It had Jjeen foretold, that his feed (hould be affliiflcd
W tlie Egyptians, xv. 13. and Ifaac h.id been warned not to go into
Egypt,xxvi. 2. Add to this, the Egyptians were people of very dif*
fcrent raantwrsand religion from thofc ofthe Hebrew*,, xliii, 32,

hiss
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his™® family had a rcfidencc affigned them by the king,

kept™ "'liere the royal Hocks were conftantly
Dreidfui in- At this timc, the famine in Egypt be-*
flaine” ** camc daily more grievoss. The waters

of the Nile, that fource of fertility to the
country, were dried up; nor had they any rain, to
fuppiy the defetl. The bulk of the people were, in
€omequt'nce, involved in the utmoft milery imagin-
able; beiivVg, through want offorefight, totally clef-
titute of fuu(Hivice, which could not be obtainecf
but for ready money; and, when that failed, they
m\ere obliged to barter their lands, cattle, (laves,
and what other effetts they had, in exchange <Y
corn. Thus the pofrcfTion.s of the whole community
came, by degrees, into tifc hands of the king; and
the wretched people fubmitted to every inconveni-
ence and mifery, to prefcrve themfelves from Itarv-
ing. The priefls were the only clafs of people,
throughout the kingdom, who, m the general cala-
mity, retained the pofleffion of their property and
freedom *.
Kept,', iwf. In confequence of the Nile’shaving re-
py policy. fumed its ancient fhite, and the refrcfh-
ing Oiowcrs again defcending, to fertilize the foil,
the famine began gradually to abate, and the face
of the country once more put on its wonted appear-
ance. Jgfeph, hereupon, made a progrcfs through
all the principal towns and cities of the kingdom,
and, fmnmgning the inhabitants together, re-in-
rtated them in the po|refriorv,of their lands, which
they had fold to the king, on a condition that they
fhould pay a fifth part of the product thereof for
the life of their fovereign ; ft/itUy enjoining them
to bt*equally fedulous m the improvement of the
ground, and, of courfe, in promoting his majelty’s
intereft, as if the whole of the land was ~heir ov™n
property. Thisunexpefted reflitution rejoicec”™ the
people to that degree, that they with the utmoftala-
crity fet about repairing the«”~amage which their
lands had fo lately fullamed. This nuly magnani-
tiwus afl of juitice, which had been fuggeiled to the
king by Jofeph, greatly increafed his reputation
and influence, both with the fovereign and the peo-
ple : and, from this timc, the above fifth part was,
by an aft of the ftate, fettled upon the crown in
perpetuity. ,

CHAP. VI e

Jfacob dies in the Arms of his Children. The Death

* The priefts of Kgypt were compofcd of ljic noble*: they were

t>eking's counfcllors and princip.il agentj.  They were well fkilled
in MUonomy, and occupied the chief oftices in the fl*te. Jofeph
did not pirchafe their cftacci, 1”catifc of the grrarneft of thefr au-
thority, and tbefacrcdncfsoftheir pt-rfon and property ; they were
confequcntly u«der no tteccl&ty ofdifpofing oftneir iatids during the

4

w orks of josephus.

TA CO B liavine rcfided feventeen years

} in Egypt, and arrived to the age of ~

an hundred and forty-fevcr> years, refigned his
breath while in the embraces of his children, in-
voking heaven to beftow healih and plenty upon
them, and to profperthem in al their undertakings.
Befoic his deceaTe, he predi6tcd that their ifluc
fhould acquire th” rfnriinion of a part of the land
of Canaan, and thi¥ W& verified by the events
which will be related hereafter. AIC highly ap-
pla'uded the virtuous condufcl of Jofeph, in gene-
roufly rcti;rning offices o™ fnendfhip for the ini-
quity which had been miiivft'itcd towards him; and”™
in fine, he exprellod a more tender confideration
even foP his enemies, than was ufual for molt
others to entertain for their deareft friends. He
articnlarly’ enjoined them tf) admit Jofeph s fons,

.phraim and Manaffes, as iharers with them in the
divifion of the land of Canaan. Jacob experienced
the particular bleflings of heaven, which were be-
ftowed upon him as a reward for his unifoj m prac-
tice of virtue, and a dire reverence to his Creator,
whereby he rendered himfelf equally eminent with
the moft dirtinguiihed of his anceltors. Having ex-
prefied a defire that his remains might be depohted
in Hebron, Jofeph obtained the king’'s permiffion,
and caufed the nody to be removed to that place,
where the funeral was (blemnized with great mag-
nificencc.

The ceremony being over, the bro-
thers were greatly alarmed, dreading that,
as they had been deprived of their only
mediator in their deceafed father, Jofeph might
execute a jufl; and fevere revenge for the inf.nnes
he had fuftained, and on this confideration, for
their perfonal fafety, they judged it improper to
return ; but Jofeph removed all their fcruples, and
bellowed upon them valuable and large poflefrions,
and in every inftance behaved to them with gene-
rous refpef£t and brotherly aff'etlion. Jofepn de-
parted this life at the age of one hundred and té6n
years t. He was a man of rigid virtue Hideih
and grejt prudence, and he exercifed the >niae’'Htnt
power intrulted to him with fu~chjudg- ~
ment,*mode(ly, and forbearance, as to acquire the
veneration of all ranks of people ; and his ch<ira6lcr
was (b perfcBly eliablifhed, and free from everj in*
jurious imputation,J that even the afperfions of Po*
tiphar's wire were*difcredited. He was advanced to
the moft exalted offices in the government; and the
fuperiority *of his qualifications and unimpeached
integrity fecured him from* envy and reproach,
while *hts penetration and addrefs in bufincfs gave
him the hngular advantage of eafily conquering

jofeph com-

famine, efpecially ai the king diftributed among them « fofficiencjr
ofprovifions for the ufe ofthemfelves and families.

+ The bones of Jof~h were not carried out of Egypt till the
miraculous dgiarture of~the Ifraelit*s from thence, though the re-
mains of the other rtitriarchi were interrtd in Hebron.

' fuch'
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fuch difficulties as others would not have attempted
to overcome. The refl of the brethren remained
in Egypt, enjoying the greatefl happincfs; and
after their deceafe, their bodies were convcycd to
Hebron, and there buried. The remains .of Jo-
fcph were the lall removed; as he "liad direfted,
\hcy were convcycd into Canaan, at the period
when the Hebrews evacuated the country.

We (hall firlt (hew the occafion and manner of
mhefe people nuitting Kgypt, and then proceed rfo
the relation of their hiilory and adventures.

CHAP AVA 1 | R

The mwwretched Condition of the Hebrews in Egypt, for
the Term of four hvndred Years. Mofes is born.
The wonderful Inierpofuion of Providence in his
Prefervation, by the means of Pharaoh's Daughter.

Envioui con- ' | mHE Egypiians arc bubitually a pee-
e, A viih, indolent nation, (y]ually ad-
wamtleH- ditlcd to the indulgence of pleafure and
brewi. the accumulation of wealth, by whatever
hafe means it could be obtained. It is not at all
furprifing, therefore, that ihev (hould caft an eye
of envy on the Hebrews, wfio, they perceived,
ewere in direft contradiclion to their genius, an ac-
tive and laborious people, abounding in numbers
and wealth: a pc(plc, in fliort, whole profperity
they could not behold without regret; being appre-
henfive, moreover, that they might in tiuic, from
the ilicreale of their riches and numbeis, become
clangorous neighbours *. The government of the
kingdom-having pafl'ed into other hands, and the
anc”ent Services wnich Jofeph had rcndf*red the (late
being totally forgotten, the llraclites were no lon-
ger confidered in the light of friends but of (laves;
the Egyptians racking their inventions to difcever
new modes of harrafling and o]-»prc(ring them.
Seveie bon- In the profecution of this defign, they
ofthe omployed them in draining rivers, and
diretting their courle into new channels;
walling of towns, throwing up hanks to repel inun-
dations, and forming dykes ; nay, even in eretiing
ufelcfs and fantaflic pyi"uni( ' ; forcing them to ac-
quire the knowledge; of various fiainful and perni-
cious occupations, and condei.”*nirtg them to a life
of continual lalxjur. Such was the bondage to which
they Wrcre lubjeded for™nearlv four hundred years;
4ihc Egypuaui‘'endeavouring, by the harddiips which
they caufc-d them to endure, totallv to extirpate
them; while <e Hebrews, on the other hand, lub-
mitted to ihcir misfortunes with a iv(igiiation truly
exemplary.

* It is very Ukdy that Jofephuk here ufrs the Jiberty of other hif-

torians, and "difcovcrs an unwarrantable partiality to hi* country-
men, and unjull fentiments of the Egyptians ; Mofcs, on the con-
trary, pays them no compliments, but fays, that the Ifraclites were
« pcTverfe and ftubborn generation.

No- 3* . .

antiquities

of ty»he Jews. 41

W hile rnatters were in this ftatc, a re-
port was fpread, which raifed the rancour
of the Egyptians a”ainil them to a greater
fieight than before ; infomuch that they now deter-
mined utterly to dcllroy them from the face of the
earth. A certain fcribe, a man particularly famous
for his knowledge in future events, preditled to the
king that a Henrew child would be born nearly
about that period, who, if he lived to attain the age
Qf manhood, would be a fcourge to the people of
Egypt, highly advance the glory of*his own nation,
and wouly ac<]Juire immortal thme by his virtue and
bravery. This intelligence gave fuch an alarm twv
the king, that, by the advice of the fcribe, he com-
manded the Egyptian midyiives diligently  phar.oh.
to attend the de ivery of every Hebrew cruauecr«t.
woman; preferving each female infant, and calling
every male into the river. He intrufted the execu-
tion of this order to the Egyptian women, as being
leaft likely to neglefcl the ftrift performance of it
from any motive of pity; and enjoined them, upon
pain of death to themlelves and their families, not
to fecrete any child, or, in the leal! refpe”f, to de-
viate from tl)is command t. This decree waj in-
human to an extreme: firft, as it deprived fo many
parents of their children; fecondiy, as it rendered
the parents themfelves accedbries to the def/rutlion
of tneir own oflf'spring; and, lalily, asit tended to
the utter extinction of the whole race of Hebrews.
Their fituarion nowfeemed delperate; but the pro-
vidence of God will ewr be luperior to all human
cunning and yolence; for this child, of wiiom the
fcribe had foretold, was born, and fecretly and
fafely nurtured, in fpife of all the methods put in
praftice to deftroy him, and lived to verify tl)c pn!-
di”ions concerning him. All this was ciFeclea ia
th» follo'ming manner.

"OW

3'hfre was an Hebrew, namt'd Amram, Amnm'i
a tnan of high rank, and great reputa- m:;fcfy'
tion, Mhom this decreJ affected in a par- iiion.

ticular mannei' both as it tended to the

extermination of the jfewifh people, and alfo as if
particular™- regarded his own family, his wife being
,at that time pregnant. In thisemt rgency he prayed
to God, that he Mould comnuferate the preieirt
wretched condition of a people who had never devi-
ated frwm his worfhip; that he would be tlu-ir diretlor
and pre(i:tver; and that he would, at a proper fea-
fon, extricate them from a calamity which tlifeatened
nothing lefs than the utter extirpation of the whole
race. The Almighty lillened to his prayer, and ap-
pearing to him in a dream, t<»ld him, that at he had
not forgotten the piety of his ancellors, neither
would he negled to reward him aUb according to
his merits; encouraging him to hope fora favour-
able chang™e. When Amram awaked, he cominu-

L n | 1 Y I | | oS — - —

+ Had this inhuman edif® been intruded to the hands of the He>
brew midwives, it certainly had failed of its effect; Pharaoh, there-
fore, in this inllance, added the wifdoin of the fcrpent to hit own
malignity, in tlw iffuin” this barbarous dccrec.

h ntcatcd
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nicated his dream to his vife Jochabel, and they
were greatly embarralled, not knowing what con-
Itrudion to put upon this extraordinary vifibn.
Sooh after this the time of Jochabd's prcgnjnc”
The birth of expired, and fhe was delivered with little
came into the world before the Egyptian inidwives
could be called to her alliftance : tliis circuniltance
occafioned them to put more confidence in what had
been foretold to Amram in his dicam. ,
The child having been kept for three months m
the molt fecret manner, Amram became apprehen-
five left a difapuointmcnt of the prcdifitioft, and the
deltruttion of father, mother, and inf;int, {hould.be
the confequence of a dijcovery, and therefore re-
lolved to leave the difpoTal of events intircl”™ to the
diredion of Providence. He revolved in his mind
the difhcnlty and danger of a longer concealment,
fuggefting that if the child Ihould be fecreted from
obTervation, yet many ditliculties and infinite hazard
muft attend himielf and his family; but he cnter-
uined not the Icafl doubt of the veracity of the
Almighty, nor of his power to prcfcrve them from
the dangers which appeared to hang over them at
that period. They accordingly determined to ex-
pofe the child. FPor this purpollt they
ramed a kind of bafket of bulruflies*
twiftfd together, and having pitclicd the
joints, to keep out the water, put the child into it,
and fet it afloat; offering up, at the farne time, the
moll fervent prayers to G«d to interpofe his provi-
dence for the prelervation of the”™ infant. The
daughter of Jochabel, named Mariam, was ordered
by her mother to walk on tUe oppofite bank of the
river, and to obfcrve what became of the child.
The following inilance may ferve to convince man-
kind, that it is in vain for human wifdonwp opppfe
the will and plealure of the fuprcine Being; and
that fuch pcrfons as, from motives cither of advan-
tage or fecurity, contrive tlife ruin of others, with
ewhatever fubtilty their deiigns niaf be concerted,
will find their malicious inft'ntions finally defeated :
while thofc, on the other hand, who calmly and
patiently fubmit to the divine will, fhaft be extri-
cated from their troubles, and fometimes by fuper-

natural means.
It chanced that Thcrmuthis, the king’s

Who it e»-
poled 3n the

And after-— dayghter, was, at this juntture, taking
wudi pr«- . . R ..
iived br ., the air by the river’s fide, and perceiving
cF;hat'e;tuh'i fomething floating at a diibnce, fhe or-
aughter.

dered a fwimmer to go into the water and
bring it on fhorc; when the pnncefs foujad it was a#
cbilcT which her attendant was bringing ‘to her, fhe
was highly delighted with the circumflance. She in-
Aaiuly direttcd that foine women Ihould be>immedi-
ately fought for, to fuckle the infant. Several were ac-

. It it mnft probiible that what is here rendered bulrulhes, were
the flag* of the tree paprrui, of which the Kgyptians made tUeir
paper; and Clcraen* Alex’andriniis confirms tTiis aflcttion.

+ Fiofane writers' iiffert, tliat 'I'ncrmuthis being married, »od

3
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cordingly brought and tried, but without efFcft, as
the babe fhewed the utmoft averfion to take the
breall. Mariam, who .came to the fpot at the time,
apparently from mere curiofity, obferved to the
princcii, that the method then taken would anfwer
no purpofe; For,” faid fhe, “ the child being of
one country and the nurfe of another, it is not likely
that the milk of tjie ffranger fhould be either whole-
fome or palatable to him; but, if any Hebrew wo-
nvan could be procured, he may, perhaps, receive
her milk with readinefs and faiisfattion.” This pro-
pofal appeared fo reaibnable 7o the princef’;, that flie
ordered Mariam to endeavour to find fuch a nurfe
without delay. She returned, in a fhort time, with
the mother of the child, who was totally unknown to
the princefs and all prefent; and no fooner did Jo-
chabel offer the infant the bread, than he began t«
fuck with the utmoll eagerncfs; which being re-
marked by the king’s daughter, fhe dcfired her to
take charge of the infant. Thus, as a fpecial in-
ftance of God’s favour to Mofes, he was faved from
impending deaijj; and was nurtured and educated
by thofc ~ery perlbns who had devoted the whole
race of the Hebrews to deflruftion on his account
alone t.

The child was named Mo-Yfes, with reference to
the circumflance of his prelervation; Mo, in the
Egyptian language, denoting ww/, and Yfes figni-
fying prfferued%. This child became, in procefs of
time, Dcyond difpute, the moft accomplifhed per
fon throughout the kingdtmi, as the Almighty nad
predifted to yvmram. He was defcended, in the fixth
generation, from Abraham ; his father Amram being
the fon of« Caath, the fon of Levi, the fon of ~acob,

the fon of Ifaac, who was the fon of Abraham. As
he grew up, he manifefled a maturity of
underftandmg far fuperior to his years. n*ty endow-

His childifh amufements partook of feri-

oufnefs, and were of fuch a nature as

even to convey inftru6lion, all his aftions being ac-
companied with fuch a grace, as gave the world a
fpecimen of what might be expetted from him in
future. At three years of age, the beauty of his
perfon created univerfal admiration, and rendered
him 'pleafing to men of the moft cynical and morofc
difpofition.

Thermuthis, from «principle of pure whoikexdop*.
affefclion to the cljild, and bejng hcrl'elf edbythw.
unmarried, den~rmined to adopt him.

She introduced him to her father, whom fhe ad-
drelled, oil the occafion, in“thefe words”™ “ This ii>
fant is of the fweeteft and moft ts”™lable difpofition
that Can be imagined. | have brought him up my-
felf, and am indebted to the bounty of the Niie for
the precious gift. It is my inteotion to adopt hkii;;
and I now prefent him to you as a fuccefToi! to your

having no iflue, (he pretended gre”nancy, and that flm was de-
livered of a m»lc;child, who was this Mofes.

J This etymology of Mofes is confuted by Scadiget, in lii> rotei
upon tbe fragment of Berofus, p. ©8.

throne."
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throne.” The king received the child from her hands
with an affeftionate tcndernefs, and fondling him, to
f.atify his daughter’'s humour, took the crown from
is own head, and placed it on that of the child, who,
handling it in a wanton, carelcfs manner, let it fall to
~the ground, after which he trampled orfit.
Prediflion This incident was confidcred, by thofe
woemng  prelient, as a bad ornen,* both to the king
“m and the ftate; infomuch that the fcribe,
formerly mentioned, declared aloud, that the b«y
ought to be dcltroyed ; for this, (aid he, addrelTme
himfelf to the king, “bis the child, who, I predicted
to you, would bring dellruQion upon Egypt; and he
has, in the preient inftance, partly verihcd the pro-
phecy, by the contempt he has nianifcfted lor your
government, in thus treadin your crown imder his
feet. Tiiis is he, in fliort. roni whole death alone
you can hope for the peacelul enj{)ymc!it of your
authority; and, by adopting my advice, you will dc-
jrive the Hebrews of all hope, and wil\ remove every
uture caufe of apprehenfion- in the Egyptians.” The
kin”™, however, gave no Jieed to this warning, but
fuftered his daughter to remove the child, without
the leaft oppofition: a further inftance of the emi-
nent favour with which the Almighty conllanUy dii-
tinguilhed Mofes. The liberal education which the
princefs beftowed on him, created an expetlation in
the Hebrews that he would, in the courle of time,
cfFcil their deliverance; while the Egyptians, on the
other hand, were equally appreheniive of mifchief
from the fame caufe : but, as they had no profpefcl
of a fucceflbr to the throne worthy of that dignity,
the I~rbarous defign, which had been concerted
agaiim Mofes, was mffered to drop. *

CHAP IX

The Exploits of Mofes in the War againfl the Ethi-
opians *.

The Ethio-
pun war.

UCH was the education which Mofes
received; and as he approach;;d to
manhood, he gave repeated proofs of his conduft and
courage, and of the eminence which it might be ex-
petted he would acquire in future by his military at-
ehievemeiits. He particularly olftjinguifhed himfelf
for his fkill in the fcience of war’ on the following
occafion. ,

The Ethiopians had jnade an incurfion upon the
territories of Egypt, and laid walte a considerable
traft of the country. This attion highly incenfed
the Egyptians, who raifed a numerous army, with

* We do not find,
of Mofes, which makes him general of the Egyptian* againft tht
Ethiopiansit is, however,, cited by Iren:rus, who write*-, that
“ When Mofes was nourilhed'in the kin™ s oalace, he was ap-
pointed general of the army againtl the Ethiopians, whom he con-
quered ; and that he married the king’s daughter, becaufe, out of
afieUon for him,, Ihc dciivcred up the city into his hands.”

antiqguities

in the facrtd. records, thk part of the hiftory

of the jews.

th(? view of taking ample vengeance for the infult
and injury. A battle enfued, and tin; Egyptians
yere defeated; a eertain number were Killed in the
a6ticn, and the jeft fhamefully repulfed, and driven
back to their own home. 'I'hne Ethiopians purfued
their advantage fo clofely, that they over-ran the
whole country as far as Memphis, and from thencc to
the fea; burning and deftroyin”™ every thing where-
ever they came, without oppofition on the part of the
iiihabitants. In this dilemma, the Egyptians applied
themfelvcs to their priefts and oraCies for advice.
The anfw4'r they received was, that they rnuft folicit
the afTiitance ot a certain Hebrew to extricate them:
frnm their tlifhculties. The king thereupon ac-
quainted his daughter, that he propofed to fend an-
other army againit the Ethiopians, and that he was
very defirous that Mofes fliould take upon himfelf tlie
command of his forces. [I’lic princefs ftadily en-
gaged to exen all her infhience to induce hiry to
comply with the king’s delire; but fhe nrevioufly
bound her father, by a folemn oath, Itriftly to pro-
hibit every attempt againfl his pei‘fonal iafety; at
the fame time reproaching the priefts with the bafe-
nefs of imploring the aid of a perfon whofe deftruc-
tion they had fo lately meditated and advifed.
Thermuthis and the king found little
difiiculty in prevailing on Mofes to ac-
cept of this cominiftion, and his com-
pliance gave infinite fafisfattion to thofe
invcfted with the facred funttion of both
nations. The joy of tht Egyptians arofe, firft, from
the hopes ofJiibduing their enemies under his con-
du£t; and, next, from the profpetl of being able,
after having obtained the ends for which he >fs adr
vanced to the above poft, to eftctt the deftruQion of
Moles. The Hebrews, on the other hand, were
happy iii*the idea, that, under the dircQ.ion of fo
ej~eff a leader, they might probably, in a courfe of
time, be enabled to throw off' the yoke of the Egyp-
tians. Mofes deliberaled on the propereft method to
attack the enemy un<”pef£tcdly in their quarters.
The paflagc through the interior part of the country
was inucli infeded. with lerpents,. both of the flying
and, creeping kinds, and all remarkably fierce and
Venomous. This route was generally conftdcrcd as
being too dangerous to rilijue the inarch of an army
througli it. Mofes, for this very rcafon, preferred it;
to the ot"ier road along the banks of the Nile, and’
the eventjuftified his choice. To provide againft the
dangers of thiSs perilous pafTage, he adopted the fol-
lowing ftratagem. The Ibist is a mortal enemy to
all kinds >)f lerpents, who conftandy fly from its pre-
fence with' Uie utmoft precipitation. Though this
bird is deftru6live of tliofe reptiles”™ it is gende and.

Mofe« ap*
|>ointed com -
maader of the
EgyptUa
forces.

-=This bir3 appro~hes to the ftork kind, and'is by fome con-
foonded very erroncoufly with the him atopus or red-legged heron.
I: is all over of a fine fliining black; its beak is long, fomewhat
hooked, and all over of a fine red, as arc alfo its legs, which are
as long as thofe of the bitternits neck is at long as that of the
common heron.

inof-
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moHeijfivc to all other crcaturcs. The method which
Mofcs adopted, to prcfcrvce his troops from the attacks
of thefc venomous animals, was, to carry with him a
number of the above mentioned bjrJs, confined in
Cages made of bulruflies, or of the*flags of papyrus
before mentioned.

W"hen Mofes had arrived at that part of
the country which is infcflcd by the above-
mentioned noxious animals, he turned the
birds loofc, and the ferpents difpcrl'ed, a6
from a natural eliemy. He now hailed in purfuit of
the Kthiopians, whom he furprifed and defeated; and
having efi'edually cut f)fl' a retreat into Egypt, fuch
as effaped the fury of tlie battle were under a neocf-
lity of returning home. iAfter this he belieged and
laid walle fevcrai towns and citics, and committed
great flaughtcr upon the peo )le.

This vidory reVivtd the trooping courage of the
Egyptians; while tin; Kthiopians, on the other hand,
were reduced to defpair, having no profi)eEl but
death or flavery. They were at length compelled to
retire to Saba, the capital of Ethiopia, to wiiich city
Cambyfes afterwards gave the name of Meroe, in
compliment to his fiflcT. Mofes laid fiege to this
place, although nature and art feemcd to have conj-
oined to render it imj)reguable ; it being fituated at
the conflux of the rivers A(ta ihus and Altabora with
the Nile : it is likcwife featec on an illand, encom-
paifed with a llrong wall, and defended by ramparts
and other works, from the attacks of an enemy and
the inundations of the Nile. *

Mofes was much dilfatislicd with his prefent flate of
inadlivity, the enemy keeping clofe within their walls :
but, in the interim, an incident happened of a very
cxtraorditiary nature. On a certain day, Tharbis,
the daughter of the king of Ethiopia, oblerving
Mofes, wojd in hand, conducting himfelf«ftath giVat
Dravery under the walls of the town, was fo cliariiicd
whh his behaviour, that fhe jell paflionately in love
with him. Her affedion increaling, Jhe opened her
mind on the fubjed to (biue of her moft intimate
friends, and coinmillioned them to make an offer to
Mofes of her hand. He accepte d the pro-

He obtiins a

eonmfiitt ic-

Mofci mir-

riei in kuiix  pofal, on condition that the city fhould.
kfian prn* 9@ furrcnderetl previmis to the celebra-
cef>.  See - " -

kumb. xii. 1. tion of the nuptials ; this agreement was

ratified v.'ith an oath, and, alnioft* in the
fame infiant, carried into «';;ecution. A great flaugli-
ter was «iiade of the Ethiopians; and, after the fo-
lemiiization of the inan iage, the Egyfttians returned
home crowned with vidorv.

* We »re t(>Id in fcripture (Exm). ii. 11,12.) tfiat “ Mofes fpied

mn F.2yprjan fmiting an Hebrew, one of his, biethrefi— and he flew
the ligyptian, and hid him in the fand.” So ftrongly was Mofss
animaled with an abhorrence of oppreflion, _and futh ardent love
he breathed to his country, that he could Bot fufficr this outrage to
p fs unpunifhed. ITie fcripture intimates, that he intended by thi*
afiion to roufe the dormant fpirit of liberty in his i-oiintrymen, and
prepare them for accepting that general deliverance from thraldcm
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CHAP. X.

The Ingratitude of the Egyptians towards Mofes,
flies to Midian.

T4 H E only return which thofe ungrate-
1 ful oeo,Tie made for all the benefits
they had received from the preferver of
their nation was,oto carry their envy and hatred ot
him to fuch extremity as to lay fnares for his life.
They wen; apprehenfiye lell the great reputation he
had acquired by his military atchievemeiifs, might in-
fpire him witii the defign of rendering himlclf inde-
pendent, and therefore accufed him to the king of
having murdered a native of the realm *. The king
was but ‘too well inclined to iillen to the calumny,
from ajealoufy of his fame for valour aiid wifdom,
and from the iiifinuations of the priefts and fcribe.s
who never ceafed their importunities till they had
prevailed on that prince to become a party in the

who

The Elyp.

combination ajjainfl him. In fhort, Mofes Bent.ccu(e4
was doomed to death; and it Mas by a par- f_f :}U'd;'vt
ticular interpofition of PjTovidence that FqA; aiil
he was enatled to efcape, in the very mo- comat
Midian. m

ment that his enemies had fixed on for the
execution of their defigiu

Having learnt that the roads were way-laid, he di-
reded his flight through a defert, naturally conclud-
ing that no one would think of tracing him thither.
Throughout his whole journey he could not procurc
any kitid of food. About noon he arrivtxl within a
fmall diflance of Midian, a city on the coaft of the
Red Sea, which was fo named from ot>c t»f the fons
of Abraham by Keturah. Being c<mie withinfight
of the cit™, he fat himfelf down by the fid™ or a
fountain. As he fat there, an incident happened,
which took its rife, in fomc mcafure, from a c«ftom
of the country; and it afforded him an opportunity,
not onlv of fignalifing his courage and regard for
juflice, liut alu) of advancing his fortune. Such is
the fcarcity of water in that cotintry, that each fhcp-
herd Itrives to be firft at the fountain in the morn-
ing, before it be drawn dry. At this time there
came to the fountain feven virgin filters, the daiigh-
ters pf Raguel, a prieft, held in much ellimation in
that part of the country.

In thecotintry of the Troglod\ tcs, thewon)enare
employed in atteijding the flocks; and the daugh-
ters of Raguel, oi»Jetiiro, haying brought their fa-
ther’s fhcep to die well, and drawn a lutHciency of
water, einjjtied it into troughs, the better to divide
it among!! themt. In the interim, certain fhepherds

he was about to offer them in the name of God. Refer to AdU vii,
for a full account of him.

+ As in thofe imntries there is a great fcircity of water, and
but few wells, the (hqg'.herils were ajHto ftrive who ihould get firft
poffdfion of the wells, left others coming before fliOuld not leart
water enough for jheir cattle. And therefore to ptrevent quarrels,
itwas a law in fome places, that th* fhepherds (hwild wait for one
another, and water their flocks all together. See Gen. xxix. 8.

camt
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came to the fpot, and oblieed the virgins to retire,
intending themfelves to maiie ufe ofthe water which
had been drawn. The brutality of this hehaviotir
enraged Mofcs, who efpoiifed the caul'e of the vir-
gins, and compelled the fhepherds to reling”uifli their
~defign. The daughters of Raguel exprelled a due
fenfe of the obligation which the ftranger had con-
ferred upon them; and, on their feturn to their fa-
ther’s houfe, acquainted him with all the particulars
“ which had pafled: unanimoufly requefting, that he
ejtfould make fome return for the kindnefs which had
been fhewn them. Raguel was charmed with the
grateful difpofition of nis daughters, and ordered
tlicm to bring the ftranger to hishoufe, thatJiemight
reward him according to his merit. Moles being
introduced to him, he alFurcd him, that he would
give him fpeedy conviftion, that he had not coii-
Riguciadps ferred an obligation on a perfon defti-

Mofet, ana  tute of gratitude. He afterwards received
fhe,'t'fhliml over him into his family, adopted him, be-
e ttowing one of his daughters on him in
marriage , and appointed him to the fuperinten-

dency ofall his cattle, which in thofe dayir, when paf-
turage was the general Iburce of wealth, was elleemed
an honourable Ration.

C‘'HA P XL

God appears to Mofes in the burning Bujh.
of Mofes converted into a Serpent.

oses was now eftabUfhed in the
houfe of his father-in-law,* Jethro, or
Raguel, and had the intire management of
his flocks. MountSinai wasfamousforitse”ccellentpaf-
tore, and exceeded all the mountains of the country in
height. A tradition prevailed among the neighbouring
pconle, that this mountain was the refidence of the Al-
mighty; and, in this perfuafion, they conftantly forbore
either to feed their flieep, or eyen to walk thereon. It
chanced that Mofes drove his fheep hither on a cer-
tain day, and, while he was employed in attending
them, a phaenomenon * ofa very extraordinary na-
The burning  ture appeared to him : he perceived’a fire
buiii. burning in a bu(h, the flamesof which were
remarkably fierce, yet neither the leaves, flowers,
nor branches received the leafl: damage. This fight
grcady furprifed Mofes; but his ~Mtonifhment was
~raifed to the hig™heft pitch, when he keard a voice
from themidft oT the bufli, calling him byname, and
addrcffing him in thefe words: “ How durft thou pre-
fume to let foot on this fpot, where no mortaf ever
trod before, folely on account of the univerfal reve-
rence in which this place has ever been held? Retire ;
and be contented with the privilege you have enjoyed,
in confequence of your own virtues, *nd of thole of
your anccUors; nor dare to purfue your curiofity any

The Rod

Divine ap-
pcannc/ta
M ofcs.

* St. Stephen, _"<3/vii. 30. tails this Appearance, and the fame
perfon ik called, iX-r. 4. theLord, He was either the Meffiah, the
angel or meffenger of the covenant, Mai. IW i. and thought to be
the fame who i* tailed Michacl tltcyrince of the angeU, Dan. x. 21.
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farther.” The voice alfo predifted to him, that he
lhould acquire great reputation ; and ordered him to
§cturn to Egypt, wTicre he fhould obtain an unlimited
coiTftnand over t”e nation of the Hebrews, andfliould
finally deliver them from their nrcfent bondage;
“ For,” laid the voic™ “ they fhall inherit the lands
which Abraham pofrefled : and to your wifdom they
ftiall be indebted for the acquifition of all thofe blef-
fings. Butdo not fail, when you {hall have coiidu6lcd
the Hebrews out of Egypt, immediately to offer up.a
facriHce on this very fpot.”

When 4he voice hid done fpeaking, pi,d.
Moles, in the utmoll amazement, replied ha irfuffia-
in*the following terms: “ 1 know thee, ‘™y-
Lord, and, after the example of all my anceftors,
have donltantly adored thy power. It were madnefs,
therefore, in the extreme, to hefitate to obey thy man-
dates. Yet how fliall I, without abilities, and in an
obl'cure ilation, be enabled to prevail on fuch a nuiU
titude, firit, to abandon their prefent fetdement; and,
fecondly, to follow irie, intirely, under an uncertain-
ty, whitherfoever I fhall be pleafed to condutt them ?
Nay, admitting that my interell with them fhould be
fufhcient toinuuce them to confUtute me their leader,
who fhall compel Pharaoh to permit them to depart ;
feeing that the revenues of Egypt would be fo much
again ordered him to niake himfelf eafy, promifing
that he fhould want for no afFiftance of winch he
fhould ftand in need. But effe&ually to remove
every doubt which he nffght flill entertain, t\evoice
commanded him to cafl the rod which he held in his
hand on the ground. This being done, the rod wa«
inftantly convcited int'o a ferpent, twining itfelfin
folds, and threatening an attack : and in a ihort time
it returned to its former fliape. Mofes wai then or-
dered t™‘put his hand into his bofom, which he did,
and, flpon drawing it out again, it appeared to be as
white as chalk, prefen”jy rcfuming its native colour.
He was further*ommanded to throw a finall quantity
of fair watPr on the grouted, where it appeared to have
acquired the quality of blood. As Mofes expreflcd
the utmoll«afionifhment at the fight of thefe fuper-

. natural operations, God affured him that he would

confer on him the power ofworking the like miracles,
in order to evince to the Hebrews, that he was in-
vefted with a commiffion from the Deity, to take upon
him the office of their leader.

The Lord then commanded Mofes to re- n* iiorient
turn inunediattfly to Egypt, and, for the ¢ t*
greater difpatch, to continue his journey
pight anikK~day. Mofes could no longer, after what
he had heard and feen, have any doubts remaininit'of
God’s power andjuftice; he, nevorthelefs, requeued
that he might retain the faculty of working miracle”®
when he fhauld arrive in Egypt; and that God wouM
condefcend to communicate to him the name of that
awful Being, ofwhole infinite power he had fo lately

with Rev. xli. 7.  Or it was a created angel rcprefenting Jehovah,
and afting in his name. Bi(hop Patrick take* it to have been the
»pj earance of the Shechinah, or Jehovah himfelf accompanied with
aglorioiii retimic of angels u hit miniften.

rcccived
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recc'ived fuch convincing proofs; in order that he
might be enabled, on all occa(ionj, to invoke him by
his proper appellation. The Almighty was pleafcd
to grant this reqiielt; but the narftc vas, till tnen,
never heard by any man, and | am with-held from
tnenlioning it by a reverential awe*. The gift of
pertorming miracles, at all times, was alfo coiucrred
on Mofcs, who was now convinced that he /hould
live to be an eyc-witntfs of the happy deliverance of
tbc Hebrews, and of the confufion of their enemies
the Egyptians.

CHAP. XII

Upon the Nezos of Pharaoh’s Death, Mofes and Aaron
return to Kgypt.

Dgarture of Ti tO SE S having received intelligence

widua "' T of the death of the king of Kgyptt,
Kgrm. who had compelled him to abandon that
countr}’, reqiieltcd permiffion of Raguel to return

thither to his friends and relations. His requcft being
complied with, he began his journey, accompanied
by his wife Zipjjorah, the daughter of Raguel, and
the two children he had by her, Gerfhom and Elea-
zar. Gerlhom, being interpreted, fignifies a Foreigner-,
and by Eleazar is fignified, ihc HelpofGod-, becaufe it
*was through the interventior™jf Providence that Mofes
was prcferved from the fnares laid for him by the
Egyptians. *

When he had approached.nearly to the borders of
Egypt, he was met Dy his brother Aaron, to whom he
communicated the wonderful occurrences upon the
mount, and the revelations, inltrufclions™~nd ordi-
nances which God had delivered to hiniS~ia”ng
made ibme farther progrcis in hisjourney, great num-
bers of the molt confideraWlc among the Hebrews
fcame forth to give him welcome. #\fter fome con-
verf~ation, Mofes was convinced that the power of
words was not alone fuflicient to obtain his point;
and therefore, in fup lort of his commiflion and au-
thority, he had recour c to miracles, appealing to the
evidence of their fenfes in regard to the wonders he
performed; which they beheld with aftonifhment,
and confidered as an indifpiitable toke”™i that God
would relieve and provide for the (iifetyof his people.
Wi e Mofes having fo far prevailed upon the
crunu nisitr.  Hebrews, as to obtain a promife of obedi-
«cei in tie ence to him, repaired to the new”ing, men-
Kihiopiaii tioned the toils he had IUftaiivfd, and the

dangers he had encountered in conduft-

& The Jewt, to this day, feldom or ever mention the name;

# JEHOVAH, or, I AM, even upon the «moft folonin occafions.
Would to God that Chiiflians refrained from taking this name in

“-Vain; as there is a dreadful turfe denounced againft all thtffc who ;

wantonly and lightly profane if.
+ | hat is, within the fpace of forty years, during which Mofes
alwde in the land of Midian, Aih vii. 23. t.xod.vii. 7. Bifliop

XJflicr t~C5 this king to have been Ramefes, and placet hi* death in

ing the war of the Egyptians againil the Ethiopians}
in the profecution oi which he had conlbntly ob-
ferved as unremitting an attention for the advantage
ofthe party to which he was attached, as he could
have manifedcd in behalfof his own countrymen;
and he remarked, that the rewards he had received™
were inadequate to his fervices. He circumiiantially
related what the Almighty had communicated to him
in his vifion ujxin Mount Sinai; adding that, to in-
duce a confidence in his promifos, the Deity had
given him tokens by miracles and revelations; hnallv,
importuniiig.” rharaoh not to llrfraya difbelicfof God
by oppofing his divine pleafurc.

Phariioh treated the above relation with Ifis relation
contempt, fcorn, and ridicule; whereupon h
Mofes endeavoured to force convittion .

upon him by repeating, in his fight, thofe miracles
which he had performed upon Mount Sinai: but this
provoked Pharaoh to aviolence of anger and oppro-
brious language. “ Contemptijle runagate,” laid he,
* for the lafety of your perlbn you made a fcanda-
lous retreat from Egypt, 'and now return to delude
the people 1)y the ex ubition of your magical fleights;
and hav” the effrontery to allume as much confe-
ence, as if you were the only man converfant in the
a(ine myflery ; fo extravagant is your vanity, that
you imagine yourfelf an objett worthy public adora-
tion : but, notwilhftanding this oftentation, be in-
formed, that mypriells can rival your utmoil dexte-
rity.” The priefis being now called, were direfted
to throw down their rods, which were inftantly
changed itito ferpents. “ | am not unacquainted witn
the audre|™ of the Egyptians,” faid Moles, “ jtior do
I hold them in contempt, therefore this circum'flance
does not afletl me : but I may with confidence de-
clare, that their magic is as much inferior to the
works | perform, as human things are to thofe of di-
vine origin; and 1 fhall immediately convince you
that I mean not, under the femblance of truth, to
impofe illufions upon the populace; but that I aft
under the authority of an omnipotent Being, who
will punifh the obfhnacy of thofe who fhall wilfully
fhut their eyes againft fuch demonfli;ative rad
evidence.” Thus faying, he threw hisrod devoLri the
alfo upon the ground, which inftantly af- fe-pm=stine
fumed the appearance of a ferpent, and
fwallowed up thofij of the magicians, one after ano-
ther ; after whitjh"it returned »o its former fhape”.
This miracle, inflead of convincing the Kking,
ferved only to inccnfe him ftill more. He, accord-
ingly, reproved Mofes, and iflued frefh orders to
the pHicers appointed to overlook the Hebrews at
their work, not only to keep them conflantly em-

the year of the world 2494. His fucceffor was Amenophis, who
was drow ned in tI>e Red fea about nineteen years after.

J | ’his was a fuflicient demonftration, that the j>ower, by which
Mofes wasinfluenced, greatly exceeded that ofthe Egyptian priefis.
By this Pharaoh would have bean convinced, had it not been for
the artful infmuitions of the magicians; and a proniife from them,
that they would ftiottly perform greater miracles than Moie*.

#
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ployed, but alfo to make an addition to their ordi-
nary taflts; they were, in conlequence, deprived of
their former indulgence, in having the Ilraw they
ufed in making bricks brought to them, and were
compelled to fetch it during the night, that their
day-labour might not be interrupted.* But neither
*the king’'sdifpicafure, nor the murmurings of his own
people, who were very urgent with him to dcfld
from all further application in their behalf, could
prevail on Mofes to recede from the plan he liad
adopted, to eff'ed their deliverance. He, therefore,
again waited on Pharaoh, to requeft that he would
permit the Hebrews to go to mount Sinai, there to
oficr up an oblation to the Almighty, as they had
been commanded. *

CHAP

The ten Plagues infliBed on the Egyptians, in confequence
of the Objlinacy of Pharaoh.’

Xin.

"TNMHE king did not jpay the lead regard to the in-
X tercclfion of Mofes, and this obduracy proved
the fourcc of many miferies to the Egyptians.

The firft miracle which Mofes wrought
for the punifhment of the Egyptians was,
by converting the waters of the Nile, which
were their only drink, into blood; and this
alteration was not in point of colour only,
but all thofe of the natives who were neceflitated to
drink of it were afflifted with a violent cholic, while
to the Hebrews it was perfe6Uy wholefome. The
king,~eing apprehenfive of the total deftrudlion of
hisTubjefts, confented, at length, that the Hebrews
fhould depart: but, no fooner was this plague re-
moved, than he immediately recalled his proinife.
a. Offrogs.  This ingratitude and duplicity fo highly

rovoked the Almighty, that he quickly vifitea the
fnd with a fecond judgment: caufing frogs to be
produced in every quarter, in fuch numbers, that the
whole earth was covered with them, and the waters
of the river became ftagnant and corrupted*. The
bed-chambers and tables were infefted by thefe ani-
mals ; no place was free from them; and the ihc9n-
veniencewas heiglitcnedby the noifome Iteiich which
they occafioned. Pharaon, hereupon, again fent for
Mofes, and acquainted him that Ifi; might retire, with
th'e Hebrews, whenever he IhouW think proper.
This permifTion was no fooner granted, than the frogs
totally difappeared, an”™ all things returiled to their
former (late.

But Pharaoh again refufed to fulfil his promiffe, on
the plea of its having been extorted from him by fear,

plague! of
Egypt.

1. The Nile
wjteri turned
to blood.

* This plague was well adapted to fubvert ~he fupxrditions
Egypt; frogs being the inftruroents of their abominations, and the
reprefentatives of thofe impious demons whom they invoked b/
their incamatioos. , _

+ Many countries have been partially vifited»with locufts, fup-
po&d to referable thofe in the caili Dificrcnt parts of England

.died.
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and, conft-quently, that he was under no obligation
to comply with the terms thereof. This breach of
{"ith, fo derogatory to the character of a monarch,
was”uccei'dec bv a farther manifeltation of the venr
geance of the Almighty. The natives were infected
with aterrible and uncommon difcafe: be- 3ot ice
ing covered with lice, which ate into their bodies, and
gave them the molt e.xcruciating pain: neither could
any remedy be found for this dilbrder, baths, oint-
ments, and all other applications proving equally in-
efficacious. Pharaoh, therefore, ond* more confent.
ed that the Hebrews fhould retire; but, when he
perceived”~that God had freed his fubjefts from the
abwve calamity, he declared that they mull leave their
wives and children in his h”iids, as pledges for their
return.

This circumflance difpleafod the Almighty more
than all the refl of that princc’s conduct: as it feemed
to denote a defign of deceiving Providcncc, and aa
opinion that it was not God, but his fervant Mofes,
who had inlli6led thefe puniflimentsoiuhe Egyptians,
for their injurious and oppreffive treatment of the
Hebrews. The whole country was there- oifliw.
fore filled with numberlefs fwarms of flies and infeds,
many of them of fuch fpecies as the inhabiunts were
totally unacquainted with. 7'hey lay on the ground
in fuch abundance as to put a lI()p to all tillage ; and
fo venomous were they, that nui titudes of ihe peo-
ple were dcflroyed by ihein; fome being fuddenly
taken off, while others fell a prey to lingering difeafes,
which were generated fr«n the putrefaction aofrmurr.ii..
of thele infettj; which for a time aUb fufpended the
purfuit of agriculture, for what they did not deflroy
was killed by a diftemper that was baneful to the
cattle. But even this was not fuflicient to ind-.iec
Pharaoh to defift from his oppofition to the will of
G<»dj ¥* ‘ould not fuffer the Ifraelhes to go but on
the te”™wTof their leaving Ibme of their women, and
all the children behind them.

The next judgment\'hich the Lord in- 6 of uicen.
flitted on the m~yptians, in confequence of the in-
corrigible obftinacy of tTieir fovereign, was a kind of
inward ul”~r, of which vaft numbers of the people
Pharaoh flill perfifling in his con- 7. ofhwii.
tempt of the divine will, God was pleafed to vifit the
Egyptians with a plague of hail, which utterly deftroy-
ed the iVuit.,s and vegetables in the bud. Thi.v hsil,
exclufive of its being a phsenomenon in Egypt, far
excelled in lize whatever liad been hithettx”~fcen of
the kind in tho>coldefl climates; and what a oiVKuiit.
efcapecT”e hail, fell a prey to adevouring ftvarm of
locufts, «d in this manner was the whole produce of
that year utterly confuni«d t. It will naturally be
fuppofed, that, had not this prince been as fooliih- as

were plagued Mth them, in 1748; but happily their flay was fhort;
fome of thefe were from two inches and a half to four inches in
length. They totally delhoyed all the vegetables wherever they
came ; and the deftruftion caufed by them was fo great, that they
almoft put a flop to vegetation itfclf.

he
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he was wicked, thefe judgments would have awakened
n fenfe of his danger; but the truth is,
that Pharaoh had impioufly deteriViined to conteft tlie
matter with the Almighty, even at jhc rifk of the de-
liruction of himfeU and his people. He, at length,
yielded that the Hebrews fhoiild be at liberty t« de-
part with their wives and children, leaving only their
effefts behind them- to compenfate the Egyptians for
the lolTes they had fuflaincd. But Mofes objefled
to this propoi”, as being unreaibnable, as, in th»t
cafe, they fhould be totally unprovided with facrifices.
9 of (Urk. This point was debated fo loijg between
the king and Mofes, that in the interval, a
thick darknefs was fnread over the land, during <he
continuance of which maiiy perfons periflicd; whilft
not a few were apprehenfive of being fwallowed up
in one general abyfs. At the expiration of three
days and nights, lignt re-appeared; and Pharaoh dill
continuing obftinate, Mofes once more prefented him-
felf before him, and addrefled him in thefe terms :
“ How long will you fet your will in competition with
that of the Almighty; he enjoins you, by me, to dif-
mifs his people, the Hebrews; and nothing but acom-
pliance with his pleafure in this refpeft, can preferve
you from the impending dellrutUon.” The freedom
of this expoftulation fo incenfed the king, that he or-
dered Mofes, at the peril of his life, never to mention
another fyllable to him on the fubjett. Mofes replied,
that he had now fully executed his commiffion; but
that he was perfeftly convinced that, in a very fhort
time, both the king and his ffobles would, of their own
accord, urge the Ifraelites to halten their departure :
and with tnefe words, he retired.

The Almighty retained ftiM one plague in ftore, to
punifli the impious obftinacy of Pharaoh. He com-
manded Mofes to give notice to the Hebrews to make
ready on the thirteenth, the facrifice whicl~ihey vere
accuftomed to offer on the fourteenth d”~*”of,the
month Xanticus. This month, which the Macedo-
nians term Xanticus, is called, W the Hebrews,
Nifan; and Pharmuthi by~ e Egyptians. Mofes, in
obedience to the command, convened all the He-
brews in one place; dividing them int®, tribes and
companies. Tneaffigned day being arrived, and aN
the heceflary preparations made, early in the morn-
ing they ofterpd up afacrifice, fprinkling their houfes
with the bloc<d of the viftims for the purpofeof puri-
fying them. The flelh which was not fcaten, they
burnt)*being upon the point of entering upon their
journey. Such are the cerenionic!», whico we ob-.
ferve to this day, in the celebratior of tbfe Pafcha,
which fignifies paffmg votr; becaufe Godfaffed over
tlie Hebrews without doini; them the leaft hurt, when
the Egyptians were ftruck dead by the peftilence;

j0. ptih of Which, in the courfe of one night, made
the firftborn, fuch dcvaltation among tlv: firft-born*
by j*(iiicnce. Egypt, that multitudes of people of all

‘mCalmei writes, that the trrni Firft-born In fcripturc often figni-
fies thechief ones, the moft diftinguithed, Exod, iv. 2z. Pfal. Ixxxix.
27. Mic.vi. 7. So it may fienify here the minrr-i or chief ones
of £g}'pt, u it fecms to have been undcrllooa, Wifdom xviii. 12.

WORKS OF JOSEPpPUS.

ranks befet the palace, loudly importuning the king
to difmifs the Hebrews without any further delay.
That prince, thereupon, fcnt for Mofes, and ordered
him to affemble his countrymen, and to retire with
them out of the land ; being ftrongly prepofTeffed,
that the delivtrance of Egypt could never be effeAed
while they fhould remain in the country. At their
departure, many, of the Egyptians prefented them
with valuable gifts;'fome merely with the view of
haftening them away, others from motives of friend-
fliip; nor could they refrain from tears at parting
from the llebrews; many feeling a fincerc com-
punftion for the barbarities they had been guilty of
towards them.

CHAP. XIV.

The Hcbrexui depart from Egypt, under the Conduct of
Mojes.

"TAHE route which the Ifraelites took was by Leto-

X polis, a city at that time uninhabited; and on

the fite of which Cambyfes, in his expedition againil

Egypt, built the city of Babylon. They marched

with great expedition, and, on the third day after

their departure, arrived at Beelzephon, on the bor-
ders of the Red Sea. As they could obtain no pro-

vifions in their paffage through the wildernefs, they

fubfifted, for the fpace of thirty days, on no other

food than meal kneaded with water, and made into

cakes. They had now exhaufted all the fodSd they’
had broueht out of Egypt, although they had ufed

it with all poffible parnmony. It is in commemo-
ration of that fcarcity, that the feftival of eight days is

held, which we call that ot' Unleavened Bread. But the

number of the Hebrews was prodigious: there being

fixty thoufand men capable of bearing arms, exclu-

five of the women and children.

On the fifteenth day of the month Xan-
ticus,ihe Hebrews departed out ofEg}'pi;
Moles being, at that time, in the eightietli
year of his age, and Aaron, his brother, in the eighty-
third. A period of two hundred and fifty years had
elapfed from the ume of Jacob’s arrival ui Egyptj
and of four huridred and fifteen years from the
aera of the erttrance of Aoraham into Canaan.
They carried with them the bones of Jofcph, as
he had enjoined his fons, (jame lime previous to his

death.
ITie Egyptians quickly repented of tlie They
purfuectjr

permiffion they had granted the Hebrews
to withdraw themfelves; the king in par-
ticular, who imputed all the misfortunes which had
befallen the ftation, to the enchantments of Mofes.

ocp,rtureof
Heorens

The Jewifti doftors tell us, that ail the idolsof Eg} pf were deftroyed
this night ; anrf Artapanus, in Eufebius, fays that moft of their
temples were overthrown an earthquake; to which fomc *Jd,
that God alfo dcftroycd thcu'facred anij&ali.

f . They
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They determined, therefore, to nurlue them¥*; be-
lievmg that they fhould cafily fubduc and coitiiicl
thciTi to return in dieir wearied and dcfcncelefx (itua-
tion, it they (hould but be able to overtake them ;
but this they doubted, the road which they had taken
lieing replete with diiliciiUics oven to a fingle tra-
veller, butmuch more fo to Ib large a number of per-
lons marching in one body. LI
Thedrmout« But the motivcs which induced Mofes to
ikwire Rtd  prefer this road to any other, were variouS:
rirlt, he hoped, that tW very length of the
way would detet the Egyptians from purfuing him,
even if they ihould incline to that mcafure. Another
rcafon was, that he wilhed to avoid pafTing gear Pa-
leftine, left the people of that place,|>etwcen whom
and the Hebrews an enmity fubfilled of ancient date,
lhould gain intelligence of their march, and take
that opportunity to fall upon and deftroy them. He
was further induced to pafs by the way of the wil-
deruefs, though,inconvenient and round about, from
a defire of performing the vow, which he had for-
merly made, t6 facrifice oi» Mount Sinai, ax God had
commanded him; intending from thchc« to dirgjEl
his courfe to Canaan.

Pbtraohover. When they arrived on the coaft of the
Red Sea, they were overtaken and (iir-
iirutiien rounded by the Egyptian army, which

confifted of fix hundred chariots, fifty thoufand
horfe, and two hundred thoufand foot t ; live main
body being drawn up in battle array. The Egy >
tiatjs had fecurcd all the pafl'es, and fo effl'ttual y
{nut up the Hebrews between impafFable mmnitains,
and tlie fea, that th~' had not the eaft profpctt what-
ever ofT cfcaping. To fly or fight with Iflccefs was
equally impradicable; and thus they were reduced
to the wwtched alternative either to ftarve, or yield
themfelves flavesto the Egnitians. In this dcfperate
(Huation, they imputed the nlame of all th™ir misfor-
tunes to Mofes. The many wonders which God had
wrought for their deliverance, and for the confirma-
tion of their faith, were now obliterated. ‘'I'he cla-
mours and crics of the women and children, who con-
fidcred themfelves as being utterly loft, incenf«d the
people Ib much, that they were otj the jx)int of ft/)ik*-
ing Mofes, whow they now confidered as a falfe
prophet, and of refigning themfelves once more to
the abjed Oavery from which they~ad fo lately been
delivered. , ..

WAO are *»- Mofcs, howcver, was n6t to be moved,
ooutcdM  cither by the threats or outra™jes of this
reiumtoCod.  hj.a(]™Mrong multitude : he placed the firm-
eft confidence in the power of God, who, he was con-
vinced, after having afforded them fo fair a proFpctl

* Befides their duty to the kin”. thr profpcd of recovering thcU

veffels of gold and filver, and prccious vcftments, t~ptcd them to tlie
porfuit. Of all the infatuations rhat ever jwATclled the Kgypt-ans,
tW* wm -tfe ftronjyrit, that tljey ftould adventure to purfue the
Ifraclites, when they Ciw, or mi~t have fecn, the fca opening her
-bofotn to give tliem a paflagc. _

+ Tjie higyptian army confifted only ofchariots and horfemen, for
tliev VICK in hafte to oyertfike the Ifraeliteg.

I This divifioi; of* the Red Sea has given rife Jo th« profane

No. 3 .. . x

antiquities

of the jews.

49

of obtaining their lil>erty,would not fuflcF his peo-
ple to return under “c yoke of thpir enemies.
— - - - -

. - m
CHA P XV

r/)f Red Sea dividing, affords, a Pajfage for Mofts and

his Followers: the whole Egyptian Av/~ny, being mv

Purfuit, IS drowned by a judden RHurn of ihc.
* W aters.

ses led the .Hebrews towards the Tii»

fca, in light of the Egyptians, who, «th. Rd -

beilig fatigued with the pujifuit, had rc-

folved to take fome refrefbmient, and defer giving,
battle till the next day. Having arrived at the fea-
fide, Mofes, taking out his rod, addreffed himfclf in.
prayer to the Almighty; which being concluded,he
ftruck thefea with his rod fwhich whs the enfign of
his cornmiffion for performing miracles), and the
waters inftantly divided; upon which, putting him-
felf at the head of his men, he inftrufcled them to
bfJer thankfgivings to heaven for the remarkable
providence matufefted in their favour, and, in the
name of tlie Almighty, called upon them to follovr
him. The Egyptians, obferving them to proceed on
the way which had been formed for their efcape by
the miraculous retreat of »he waters, confiderea them
as jioHi;llcd of ijifanity, and judged that they were on
the verge of inevitable deftruaion; but sfep.ffgr
feeing them continue the}™ courfe without of <e
impcaimelit, they pre ~ared to purfue ™
them, flattering tnemfe ves in the vain imagination,
that they might pafs the 'fame road with as little d?n-
ger and interniption. While the Egyptians were
arming themfelv«s, and making other prcpar”itions
for*hcj”~inpt, the Hebrews readied the oppofite
fhore. Jhe Egyptians did not apprehend, that tlie
paflage had been openg” fblely for the prefcrvation
of thp people o(”~God, and ruin of their perfecutors,
but upon being witnefs the fuccefs of Mofes ana
his followers, they became more eagerly determined
upon a pu*fuit, and more confident of fuccefs in

their intended enterprize. Th<*y pro- Ad
ceeded on their defign; and when ihev tinofti.fE.
had got within the bed of the river, the

waters returned to their former courfc, and the”

whole arnfy perifhed. This fignal judgment wa*
attended with ftorms of thunder, lightning, rain, and”
other violent c/~ntcntions of the jclemcents, fb that*
iM)thing”~n be conceived more dreadful than ihe

calamity o'i~thcfe infatuated people, who fell vittiiiis,

to the difpleafure of an offended God X

laughter of thofe defcribed by the Apoftle as  Scoffers, walking
after their own Iulls.”-y-Their great leader and gujde, Voltaite,
hei (hewn them the way, and he has had many willing difciplci: but
tu8 impious aflertions 1™ave met with fuch ample refutation, that I
need not trouble the reader with a detection of thera here. More-
over, when we confider that thi» great work was effected hy the
arm of Omnii>otence, to whom unirerfal nature is fubfervient, the
wonder and Uifliculty yanilh at oncc. n

oN . - It!
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It is not in the power of language to defcribe the
moy of the Hebrews for this unexpefted deliverance.
their crucl enemies utterly dellroycd, and
themfelves in the fecure poneffiore of liberty, they
abounded in exprelEons ol themoit Hncere gratitude
t~ards the Divin? Bcin”, whofe providencc had in-
oiiputalylv dircfted thefe fingula”™ events; and th™y
enrmloyed the whole night in hymns, thanltfgivings,
and prayer; and, ontheocca(ion, Mofes compolcd
a fong in hexviicter verfe, which he dcdijcated t'6
the honour of God.

The dividing of the fea for the prefervafion of the
Hebrews, isnot to be difputed; by reference, to
ancient records, it will >c found, that a previous
gircumjtance of the famtfwonderful kind has occur-
red. The feveral hiliorians who have given the life
of Alexander, atteil, that when the Macedonians,

B @) )

"GENUINE WORKS OF JOSEPHUS.

under the command of that prince,~re at a lofs
fora paffage, the Pamphylmn lea divided; Alex-
ander being appointed the inftrument of God s pro-
vidence, for thedeilruaion of the Perfian empire.
On the dayrfollowing that of the above- Mies icadi
mentioned judgment, the arms or the the Hibrew,
Egyptians weir driven on lhore, near to
the (pot where the Hebrews had pitched
their'tents; and this was conhdered by Moles as
an additional inttance of God’s providence, the peo-
ple being greatly diltrefled for want of arms, which
were thus provided for their'ufe. In obedience to
the will of God, Mofes i>ow led his followers to
Mount Sinai, there to offer facrifice and oblations to
God, for their fignal deliverance, according to his
own fpecial command.

K 1.

Containingthe HISTORY of fuch INCIDENTS as happened from the YEAR of the WORLD
2454, to 2455,

CHAP

Jovmey of the Ifraclitei Jrv,n Egypt to Mount Sinai.
The Difficvkiti thty encounter on the Way. They
murmur agoinjl Mofes, and ' are relieved by a
Miracle.

Diftreri &f the HE extreme hardlhips yvhich the
>{(oroni. Hebrews filffered on their journey

through the wildetnefs of Mount
Sinai, did not a little abate the joy they felt, on oc-
cafton of their late miraculous and une:jpeftcd de-,
liverance. They could procure no foocl; and the,
water they chanced to meet with, was in fmall quan-
tities, and of fo bad a tafte, that the very cattle
would not drink of it At the inftigation of their
guides, they carried with them a fupply of water
when t~ey firft entered into the wildernefs; and,
that being exhaufted, they were under the neceffity,
of finking pits; which, on account of tfee rocky
qguality o f the ground, was not effefted without great
labour and fatigue.

In the evening they arrived at aplace called Ma-
rah, which iignifies, in the Hebrew, Bitttmefs’, this'
Dame it acquired from the tafte of its waiters. They
were much wearied; and, theirsprovihons having'

* In the text, Exod. xv.*5. we read, "
trtt," &c. What tree it was, it quite uncertain: the Jeruralrm
Targum calls it ardiphmt, a tree which is faid to brar flowers like
lilif*, butexceeding bitter. So that the divinenower appeared the
more in making it produce a contrary efToft. Others think it w*i

m e wlfich had u natural viitoc to corrcA the bitter tafte o f>the

Tie LoriJht~eihima

e fallen fliort, they now began to feel the cravings of
hunger. But they agreed to make a fhort Itay at
this place, hiving fortunately difcovered a. pit of
water on tlie fpot. This pit, it is true, cou4d not
afford a fufhcient fupply for fo numerous a company;
yet, when they conhdered the general ftate of the
country, and that this was the lalt place where they
could expeft to find any water till they fhould arrive
at Mount Sinai, the above difcovery gave them no
fmall fatisfaftion. But this water was equally bitter
with the.reft, and was utterly unwholfome, both for
the people and their cattle.

Mofes faw that the fpirits of the Ifraelites were
much depreffed; and he was incapable of affording
them the leaft comlbit, as their prefent foes were not
to be vanquiflietl cither by fliill or valour. The
whole community partook of the danger, and unani-
moufly importuned Mofes fqr relief in their diftrefs.
He again had recourfe to fupplications, praying that

God Would be pleafed to correQ the bit- e bitter
ternefs of the waterj and to render it fit for waui.of \u.
ufc. The Almighty inftantly complied; >

and Mofes took from the ground a piece

ofwood*, which chanced to lay near at hand, and’
-, - | | (T
water, which feemsto have been the opinion of the author of Eccle-
fiafticus, ch. xxxAriii. 4,5. But to whatever fecond raofe it be af-
cril)ed, the cfieA aujiears miraculous, fince it was produced imm*-.

diately, and to fuch a degree, asto corrtft the taftcofthe water for
many thpufands.
1

>

cleaving
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dtaving it in the middle, threw if in«o the water; ac-
quainting the Hebrews that God had Jiflened to th<*»r
prayers, and had engaged to provide them With fuch
water as fhould be fit for driniiin”; conditionally,
that they lhould yieklthe moft implicit ~>bedience to
all his commands. This they promifed ; and Mofes
ordered them to empty the well of half the water
which it contained; affuring them tfiat the remainder
would, in that cafe, be pure and ~reeable. Th;s
was accordingly done ; and the efFea was exaftly as
Mofes had prcaiCled.
The want* of The flock ?>rprovifions, with which the
the IfnelUei  jeople had furnifhed themfelves for their
increa(ing> ufreiunce, for the fpace of thirtij' days,
they threaten )
Molei. v'as now exhaufted, and no means ap-
peared ofobtaining a further fupniy. The
rcflcftions fuggefted by thefe various calamities,
plunged them in abfolute dcfpondency ; and the im-
jjuUe of their prefent wants and mifefies obliterated
from their minds the remembrance of all the formt!r
mercies of God towards them ; whether proceeding
diretlly from him, or whether communicated to them
througn the medium of his fervant Mofes, whom they
acculed as the caufe of all their misfortunes, and
threatened with immediate death. In the midft of
ihis furious tumult, while the people, with ftones in
their hands, were preparing to put their threats in
execution, Mofes appeared among them, with that
firmnefs and confidence which faith in God, and
confcious integrity, will ever infoire ; and, with a
force of elocution peculiar to himlelf, reproved them
V'for their ingratitude and impatience. He reminded
ipthem yfvanousinftancesot God’s kindnefsto them ;
r fuch as their redemption from the bondage of E~pt,
with the attendant circumflances; their fafe paHage
I through the Red Sea ; the deflruftion of the Egyp-
Itians, who were drowned in the attempt to follow
thtm i and the miraculous manner in which it pleafed
" God to furnifh them with arms, of which they were

m before utterly deftitute; with many other particulars

1 of a like kind.

% Thefe gentle chidings refl'orcd the moft violent
among the multitude to a dfegree of reafon ; I?lofes
himfelf palliating their late unruly conduft, which
hemodeuly imputed to the peculiarity"oftheir fitua-
tion. Hie then withdrew to an adjacent rock, where
he offered up fupplications to God, dumbly petition-
ing him to comrmferatcfthe condition of this unfortu-
nflite people; to pardon their intemperate pallions,
and to charge the whole blame oftheir condtia on the
wealcnefs or their nature.* To this prayer God rC-
tuined foranfwcT; that he would fpcedily relicve»thc
nceeffitiesnf the people.

Mofes, having'obtained this promife, returned to
the people with ajoyful countenance, which they
eonltnied into a good omen; and, forgetting their
late fadnefs, began to affume an air of chearfulnefs.
He ctmrniunicated to them the declaration of the Al-

* In feveral parti of fcripture, manna is called angel't food.
Pfal. xxviii. *j. fcc. This prov)fion*fellbut fix days in the week ;
but fo prodigions wai tl)c quantity, that it fuilained three

mighty, that he would quickly take compafTion on
them; which was »foOn afterw.r'is fully Qwiifent
v/~rinted- for a numerous flight of quails,
being over-weari%d in their palfage acrofii the Ara-
bian Gulph, in the neighbourhood of which they
are found in great abundance, dropt into the camp
of the Hebrews, their ftrength being totally ex-
~haufted. The people confidered this circumftance
<a”™an evident interpofition of Providence in their be-
, halfvandeach man eagerly exerted hiiAfelfto procure
‘as large a fhare as polfible of this unexpe£tcd bounty.
The Ali~ighty, in a fhort time after-
wards, furnmiedthem with a fecond fup-
ply of food, of a different JNind: for it'dianced. as
Mofes was at his devotions, with his hands ftrctciied
out towards heaven, afort of dew fell on them, and
flicking tliereto, quickly acquired a confiderablc
degree of confiilence : Moles immediately con-
ceived an opinion that this was intended as food for
tht* people, and, tailing it, found to his infinite fa-
tisfaflion, that he had not formed a wrong judgment.
The populace entenaincd a notion that, it being
nrrw tne winter feafon of the year, this dew was no-
thing more than a kind of Inow. Mofes foon con-
vinced them oftheir error; and firfl tafling it him-
felf, and then giving it to them to make an experi-
ment, proved to them that it woiild be found to be
a certain prefervative againfl famine ; it had tome-
thing of the flavour of honey, was nearly the fi*c of
a coriander feed, and in its appearance was not un-
like bdellium. ~
The gatherin*g of it caufed, at firft, mucb confu-
fion and flrifc among tho people, till the matter was
regulated by an edit!; enjoining all pcrl'oii»to gather
each day an equal quantity, which was limited to
the gieafum of an omer; Mofes, at the fame time,
giving the flrongefl affurances that they fhould
navd a conflant fupply of that food. This regula-
tion was made, to prevent the flronger from gainer-
ing a larger porti»)n than fliould fall to their fharc,
to the ~cjudice of the wtaker part of the commu-
mty. To enAire obedience to the edifctin queflion,
God ordain?d, that whatever fhould be gathered by
any perfon, over and above the fpecificd quantity,
fhould, on the next day, become putrid and uiilit
for food.. This dew poflefled one incrediblc and
niiraculous property, which was, that all who ate of
it preferred it to every other kind offullenanc™ To
the prefent time, certain dews and rains are com-
mon in that country, which nearly refemble this
which Mofes procured by his intercefHon with God.
It is_flj~ed,5y the Hebrews, Manna*: the term Mm
ffgnifying ati interrogation’: as if we fliould fay,
H-hat ISthts? The peome expreffed the utmoft jo)™ on
the occafion 4 confidering this reliefas coming im-
rnediately from hea™en; and this was their foie fub-
fiflence for the term of forty years» during which
they remained in the wildernefs.

.milUon» ofpeople; every Friday- tlwrefell a double quinrity, the
lnext day being the fabbath : it teafeda» foon »1 the had
th<; coxn of Canaan for their bread.

i Thfy
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their arms durinfj the night, whilft Mofes, Jofliua,
and the other principal officers of the army, fat in
council, regulating the operations of the enfulng
day. When the dawn began to appear, Mofes re-
comme”ided to Jofhua and the other cAmmanders of
the Hebrews, and allb to the foldiers in general, to
fulfil, by their conduft on that day, the expetlati-
ons which the \s««ild had conceived of them, and
thereby to acquire immortal fame.

Having thus imprefled their minds with a due
fenfe of piety, andain-ager defire of glory, Mofes
recommended them to the divine protci:iion, and re-
tired to the top of the mountain. The twY) armies
immediately joined battle, and the contefl wus car-
ried on with great obflinacy on both fides, WhiHt
Mofes held up his hands, the battle went in favour
of the Ifraelites ; but when, through fatigue, he
was incapable of holding them up any longer, the
Anialekites had the advantage. When Mofes no-
ticed this circiimllance, he dcfircd Aaron and Hur,
the hufband of his filter Miriam, to place themfelves
by his fide, and fupport his hands; “\eith a Itrict
The Ameie- caution not to fufl'cr them to drop again,
kites touily The Amalekites were utterly routed, and

|
the darknefs of the night favoured the flight of the
wretched remains of their army. This victory Hands
\inpdralleled in the w'hole hiltory of our ancellors,
both for the glory of the attion, and for the bene-
ficial confequences with which it was attended; it
being a decifive conqueff; obtained over an invad-
ing e~emy, the fame of which fpread terror tlirough-
out lul the adjacent provinces ; and which was,
likewife, attended with an iinmenle booty. The plun-
der confifted of gold and filver plate, veffels of
brafs curioufly wrought, money, fplendid arms and
habits, horfes, baggage, and other valuable arti-
cles. Such was the event of this battle.
Mofes dillri- On the next day, Mofes gave orders
butes rewards  to ftrip the bodies of the dead, and to
Y collect their feattered arms @ he alfo con-
gratiude, ferred rewards on thofe who had jArticu-
tre&ianaltar  |arly diflinguifhed themfelves bvtheir va-

Cod. lour. Not di<l he neglefcl to afcribe due
praife to the merit of the general; giving him pub-
lic thanks for his conduct on the occafion, which
were confirmed by the fhouts arfd, acclamations of
the whole army. The number of the flain of the
Amalekites was fo great, as to baftic all computation,
whilfl the Hebrews lofi »iot a fingle man in the ac-
tion. Mofes erctled an altar on the fpot, whifh he
dedicated and inicribed Xo God the Conqueror, and fa-
crificed thereon; predifting, at the fame time, the
total deftrutlion ofthe Amalekites, in confeciuence
of their treacherous condutf towards e Heprews,
when they were on the verge of nenfhing in the
wilderiiefs. The folemnity concluded with feaflings

* There
rine, where the (hrine and relics of that faint are dcpofitcd in a
marble ehcft. Adjoining the churth is the chapel of the Holy
Bulh. Here are two wells: one is called the Well of Mofes, and
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and rejoicings; Jofhua and the other officers, with
~he whole army, being entertained by Mofes in a
manner fuitablo |o the occafion.

This was the firft attion in w'hich the Hebrews
were engaged, from the time of their departure from
Egypt. After ha\Tng refreflicd thenifclves for a few
days, they proceeded forwards with a better regu-
lated ann more numerous army than before; the
I»lunder which they took from the Amalekites having
enabled them to fupply agreat number ofthe people
with ?rm.s* Continuing their progrefs thus, by fliort
marches, diey arrived at Mount Sinai, where, as we
hate already oblerved, God ajipeared to Mofes in
the burning bufh *.  This was the third month from
the time of their leaving Egypt.

CHA P. IL
Jethro rtpain to Mount Sinai, tofelicitate his Son~in~
law Mofes on his late Succejfes.

HEN the news of the miraculous furcefs

which Mofes had experienced was commu-
nicated to Jethro, he immediately determined to
pay his foii-in-law a vifii, with the view of congra-
tulating him on the occal'ion, and of meeting with
his daughter Zipporah and their children. Mofes
received him with the gFeateft joy imaginable ; and*
offering up a liicrifice to (iod, feared all the people,
dillinguifhing them according to their tribes and
families, on a fpot not Tar diftant frtmi the buniini
bufh already mentioned. In the midd of their feK.
tivity, Aaron, Raguel, and the reft, fiing hymns in
hortoujj~*~the Omnipotent Author of their late de-
livrrance ; nor did they <miit to pay the due tribute
of praife to the army” and to their preferver, by
whole authoril.™- and guidance fo many wife ani
brave men were directed in their proceedings,
which were attciided with fuch aflonifliing fucccfs.

While Mofes was attending to the ju-
dicial aipeals n)f the public, his father- dni could
in-law o)ferved, that he mufl be greatly t
embarraffed by the diverfitv of bufineis
in whicHi le was engaged ; But, confcious that thf®
people he d his authority in fo high a reverence as
to fubmit more chearfully to the moft fev?re fen-
tence fr<jm him’, than obtain a partial decilion in their
favour fi'om another tribunal, he judged it not pru-
dent to interrupt the courfe of public judice: but
when the bufinefs of the day was concluded, he de-
livered his fentiments, and advifi;d that other per-
fons fhould be united with Mofe.s in the adminiltra-
tion of juflite, and in the government of fo confi-
derable a number'of people.
This propofal xas highly agreeable to Mofes; and

the other, the Well of the Holy Bulh. The Turks deftroyed the
pavement of the chiir.:h, exjwihing to find trcafurcs; but AthanaGui

afterwards repaired it in an clcgunt manner.
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their arms during the night, whilfl Mofes, Joniua,
and the other principal ofhccrs of tlie army, fat in
council, regulating the operations of the cnfulng
day. When the dawn began to appear, Mofes re-
commeiKied to Jofhua and the other cAmmandersof
the Hebrews, and allb to the foldiers in general, to
fulfil, by their conduft on that day, the expetlati-
ons which the wirld had conceived of them, and
thereby to acquirc immortal fame. .
Having thus iinprcfled their minds with a due
fcnfe of piety, and an<-ager dcfire of glory, Mofes
recommended them to the divine protetlion, and re-
tired to the top of the mountain. The twp armies
immediately joined battle, and the conted was car-
ried on with great obltinary on both fides, WhiHt
Mofes held up his hands, the battle went in favour
of the llraelitcs; but when, through fatigue, he
was incapable of holding them up any longer, the
Amalekites had the advantage. When Mofes no-
ticed this~circumltance, he aefired Aaron and Hur,
the hufband of his filler Miriam, to place theinfelves
by his fide, and fupport his hands; w»iih a drift
The Anmeie- caution iiot to fuH'er them to drop again,
kites totally T he Amalekitcs were utterly routed, and
routed. would have elc ajjed, had not
the darknefs of the nigiu favoured the Ilight of the
wretched remains of their army. Tiiis victory (lands
vir.paralleled in the whole hillory of our anccdors,
both for the glory of the atlion, and for the bene-
ficial confeguences with which it was attended; it
beinga decifive conquefl obtained over an invad-
ing e~emy, the fame of which Ipread terror through-
out all the adjacent provinces; and which was,
likewife, attended with an immcnfe booty. The plun-
der confided of gold and filver plate, vedols of
brafs curioufly wrought, money, fplendid arms and
habits, horfes, baggage, and other valuable arti-
cles. Such was the event of this battle.
Mofcii diftri- On the next day, Moles gave orders
butes rewards  tg drip the bodies of the dead, and to
;”id'ihfn ‘:::‘3’: collefcl their fcattered arms: he alfo con-
gratitude, ferred rewards on thole who had ]7?irticu-
creditanaitar - Jarly didinguifhed themfelves bv their va-
coti lour. Nor did he neglett to afcribe due
>raife to the merit of the general; giving him pub-
ric thanks for his condu6t on the occauon, which
were confirmed by the fhouts aifd, acclamations of
the whole army. The number of the dain of the
Amalekites was fo great, as to baffle all co«iputation,
whild the Hebrews lod »iot a fingle man in the ac-
tion. Mofes erefled an altar on the fpot, whifh he
dedicated and infcribed \o God the Conqueror, and fa-
crificed thereon j preditting, at the fame time, the
total dedruttion of the Amalekites, in confeciucnce
of their treacherous condutl towards™the Hebrews,
when they were on the verge of nenfhing in the
wildernefs. The folemnity concluaed widi feadings

* There it a convent at Mour t Sinai, JedicitteJ to St. Cathe-
rine, where the lhrine and relics of that faint are dcpofitcd in a
marble chcft. Adjoining the cl;ut«h is the chapel of the Holy
Bulh. Here are two wells: one is called the Well of Mofes, and
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and rejoirings; Jofhua and the other officers, w'ith
Nie whole army, being entertained by Mofes in a
manner fuitable ~o the occafion.

This was the fird aftion in which the Hebrews
were engaged, from the time of (heir departure from
Egypt. After ha\nng rerreflied theinrLlves for a few
days, they p'-oceedcd forwards with a better regu-
lated and more numerous army than before; the
I»lunder which they took from the Amalekites having
enabled them to fupply a great number of the people
wiih arms# Continuing their progrefs thus, by lhort
marches, they arrived at Mount Sinai, where, as we
hate already ohlerved, God appeared to Mofes in
the burning bulh *.  This i‘as the third month from
the time of their leaving Egypt.

CHAP. .
Jethro repairs to Mount Sinai, to fdicitate his Son-in-
law Mofes on his late Succejfes,

HEN the news of the miraculous fuccens

which Mofes had experienced was commu-
nicated to Jethro, he immediately determined to
pay his fon-in-law a vifit, with the view of congra-
tulating him on the occafion, and of meeting with
his daughter Zipporah and their children. Mofes
leceived him with the gPeateff joy imaginable; andj
offering up a liicrifice to(iod, feaded all the people,
didinguiihing them according to their triiies and
families, on a fpot not Tar didant from the burning
bufh already mentioned. In the midd of their fek.
tivity, Aaron, Raguel, and the red, futig hymns in
ho/loinj~the Omnipotent Author of their late de-
livtrance : nor did they omit to pay the due tribute
of praife to the army”™ and to their preferver, by
whole authorit.l’ and guidance fo many wife and
brave men were dire”led in their proceedings,
which were attended with fuch adonifhing fuccefs.

\Vhile Mofes was atteiiding to the ju-
dicial aijjeals of the pubhc, his father- dim«am(ei
in-law o ilerved, that he mull he greatly ‘<«
embarraffcd by the diverfitv of hudnefs
in whicfli ie was engaged ; But, confcious that the
people he d his authority in fo high a reverence a
to fubmit more chearfully to the niofl fevffrc fcn-
tence fi'vm him* than obtain a partial decilion in their
favour fiom another tribunal, he judged it not pru-
dent to imerrupt the courfe of public judice: hut
when the hufinefs of the day was concluded, he de-
livered his lentimonts, and advifed thm other >er-
fons lhould be uniteei with Mofes in the adinini Ira,-
tion of judite, and in the government of fo confi-
derable a number'of people.
This propofal was highly agreeable to Mofes; and

the other, the Well of the Holy Burti. The Turks deftroyed the
pavement of the chnri h, exjietfting to find trcafurcs; but AthanaGui
afterwards repairevi it in an elegant manner.

(0] he
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he gave directions for immediately adopting the
fcveral regulations which Jethro had l'uggefted ; and
before an afTembly of the people, acknowlcdgeU
them to be the produtUon of his fa*ther-in-law.

CHAP. IV

The Law of GoJ, is communicated to Mofes upon the
Mount Sinai. The Ten Commandments.

Mofei afccndi
Mount Sin«i.

AyTQSES called an afTembly of the

people, Jind informed them of his
intention of repairing to the mount for the purpofe
of addreffing hmifelf to the Lord; adding, that he
entertained the hope of returning with comfortable
afl'uranccs. Having direfted them to pitch their
tents at the foot of the mount, he afcended.

As Mofes had diret'ted, the Hebrews ftationed
themfelves at the foot of the mountain, where they
liunibled themfelves before the Lordj and ruminated
on the agreeable information promiled them on the
return of their leader. During his abfence they ob-
ferved the appointed feftivals, frequently purified
themfelves, and lived in the moft rigid continence,
in obedience to the command impoTed upon them,
fupplicating God to extend his gracious favour to
Mofes, and through hirn to bellow upon them what
might be deemed expedient*iowards their happinefs.
They feafted on this occafion, and tjieir wives and
children were dreffcd with more than ordinary
pomp. Before fun-rife, on* the third day, a thick
cloud* appeared, covering the whole camp of the
Hebrews, every other part of the hemifphere being
remarkably clear; this was the firft prodi«~kn»wn
of the kind. A violent ttorni of thunder, Ti*tnyig,
wind, and rain enfued, intimating that God was
prefent. So greatly alarmefl were ~he Hebrews by
}his circumftance, that, wi™h mark* of the greateu
condernation, they clofely conhned themieivcs to
their tents, admitting the belief that (*od, in his
dilpleal'ure, had taken away Mofes, and that they
ihould experience a fimilar fate. While they were
under this terrible apprehenlion Mofes returned,
but with fuch expreffions of joy and dignity in his
countenance, that their fears were removed : the air
now recovered its former ferenity.

Moles led the people to a fpot Vhere they dif-
tinttly heard the immediate voice of Gvra giving
them inltrufclions concerning the perfyrmance oT
their duty. To this he was induced by the confi-
deration, that thefe inftrutlions wouki come with

* The miraculous cloud of glory indicated fome invifihle and ma-

jeftic prefcnce; ai»d the extraordinary commotion and }>crturbation
in the conife of nature, manifelHy difcovere'd his immediate inter-
pofition; and the heavenly miniflers, who were attendants upon
the divine Majefty, fummoned the people by a found refanbfing
that of a trumpet. n

+ Though it be true that thefe judicial laws were given by

far greater weight from God himfelf than from the
lips of any mortal. The voice was dillinaiy heard
an:l underftood by every one prefent; but with re-
gard to the commandments, which were comprifed
in the two iftbles left by Mofes, we are a-eftriaed
from giving the identical words thereof, but the pur™
port of them is a« follows ;

1. We arc taught that there is but one God, and
tUat he alone is intitled to our adoration.

2. That we arc not to worfhip the image or repre-
fentation of any living creature.

3. Thatevery man is bound to abftain fromfwear-
ing raflily.

4. TIfb feventh day is to be kept holy, and not to
be profaned by labour.

5. That our parents have the Itrongeft claim to
our obedience and refped.

6. That we mull do no murder.

7. That we are prohibited from committing adul-
tery.

8¥ That we arc not tojfteal the property of an-
other. .

9. 'rhat we inufl not, in any manner, calumniate
the character of others.

10. That no man muft covet any thing that be-
longs to his neighbour.

1 he people expreff'cd great fatisfaElion in hearing

from the mouth of the Almighty thofe particulars
which had been before communicated to them by
Mofes. A few days only had elapfed, however,
when they began to importune Mofes to obtain for
them a code of lawst for the regulation of their
civil concerns, with which he complied. *

Nearly about this period Mofes again _Mofe:,rti-
repaired to the mount, having previ- . o
oufly acquainted the people with nis de- -nd remiini

there tbrtjr

fign, that a fufhcient number might be
prefent at the ~ime of his retiring tliither.
As he continued there longer than they had ex-
pefted, forty days being elapfed before his return,
the people began to be apprehcnfive for his fafety;
and, ki the midft of their fears, they dreaded no-
thing fo much as the being deprived of him by any
finifter accident. They were much divided in their
fentiments on the occafion; fome, who were not
very favourably di*ofed towards him, infifted that
he had certainlj™* been devoured by wild beafls;
others, more charitably inclined, fancied that the
Almighty .had taken him to himfelf; but thofe of
moft prudence among theni, confidered the matter
in b/th points of view.

At the expiration of forty days, dur-
ing which he tailed neither food nor drink,

«tumi

Mofes to the Heffrews only, and that other nations muft be go-
verned by the laws of their feveral countries; yet fuch is the juf-
tice and equit)™ on which they ari; founded, as to render them wor-
thy th« imitation of other ilates and kingdoms. And it is not
without reafon alledged, that many of the laws of Sparta, Athens,
Rome, and other couimonwc”ths, were borrowed ftom the Mofaic
iniUtution.

*. °

Mofes
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Mofes returned to the army, by whom hewas received
with inconceivable joy. He acquainted them, that,
as a proof of the divine favour to them, the Al-
mighty had communicated to him, for their ufe, a fet
of inftruftions which would render thf-ir lives virtu-
mus and happy. He further informed them, that it
was God’s pleafure that they fliowild build a taber-
nacle *, for his occafional refidence among them;
whereby the neceflity of any future journies *to
Mount Sinai would be precluded, as this tabernacle
was ftill to accompany the army wherever it went.
With refpefl; to the form and dimenfions of the
building, he told them, that he was already pro-
vided with full inflrudions; and concluaed with
f)roducingto them the two tables, on which were in-
cribed, by the hand of'God himfclf, thi: ten com-
mandments, hve on cach table.

C H ~ P. V.

By the Appointment of God, Mnfea erefls a fuperh
Tabernaclefor the divine Worjhip.

The people 'm 'HE return of Mofes, and the dif-
contripute courfe he held, greatly elevated the
varckhitd-  afFeftions of the people, who became
in| tetder- cmulous to furpafs cach Other in contri-

nacie. butions towards the intended (trutture.
Gold, filver, copper, fcarce and valuable wood,
that was not fubjeft to injury from the worm; pre-
ciou.~ftones fet in gold; rich perfumes of various
kinds; fcarlet, purple, white and blue ffteep-fkins,
wool of the fame colours, and cattle for facrifices,
Mere prefented in great abundance. Some of the
people gave in proportion to their pofTeffions, and
others confiderably more than they could afford
without inconvenicnce. The public contiibution
being made, Mofes feleftcd fkuful architefts, and
ordered them to forward the building with all nof-
fible difpatch, according to the commands he nad
received from the Almighty. Thefe architefts are
mentioned in the facred fcriptures; one was named
Bezaleel, and he was the fbn of Uri, of the tribe of
Judah ; and the other was Aholiab, the fon of Ahe-
famath, of the tribe of Dan; and ®ffo high a reputa-
tion were they for proficiency in’the art they pro-
feffed, that they would have been appointed to the
employment, had the elefclion depenmd on the voice
of the public. »

* God having now fuleinnly ratified his covenant with Ifrael,
be their Goii and king, and th”’ his peculiar fervants and people,
give* orders next about a place for his folrmn worlhip, where, by
vifible fymbols of his diviae prefence, he (hcAld refide among
tlicrRi as thei~overnor and proteftor, and the great objeft cf their
adoration. This was to be the tabernacle with the ark in it, which,
agretabie to their travelling condition while in tly: wildernefi, was
to be a kind of portable temple to move along with them. Its
frame, fafhion, utenfils, minifters, and fervices, to be fuch as
would be a model of that more magniiiccnt temple fcrvice in the

OF THE JEWS.

551

Mofes judging it expedient to put a P*rtieuim
,check upon the oftenfive liberality of the e
pcaple, iflued a~*roclamation, fetting forth;, th<it what
had been colletled was fully fufBcient for the ufe and
fen'ice of the tabernacle, which was to be li) con-
trived as to admit of removal as occafion might re-
quire. In due obtrvance of the commands he re-
ceived from God upon the mount, Mofes gave in-
ftruftions concerning the magnitude and proportion
of the building, and the conftruClion of the facri-
ficing and other veifels and utenfils necelTary for di-
vine worfhip. In forming the facerdotal vellments,
the women difplayed great zeal iiv the pompous or-
naments they provided; and in other refpefts they
employed their attention in contributing to the mag-
nificence of the flrutlure, and fupporting the dignity
of the facred funfclion. The materials being pre-
pared, Mofes appointed a feflival, ehjoining every
man to attend and offer facrificc according to his
ability ; and when this ceremony was performed, he
began to conltrud the tabernacle, which we fhall en-
deavour to defctibe with all poffible accuracy.

In the outward court, which was an M dfit.
hundred cubits in length, and fifty in breadth, were
twenty pillars of brafs, placed at equal diftances, ten
pillars being ranged along, and ten/icrofs the build-
ing; each pillar was five cubits high, and decorated
with borders and rings of filver: the bafes of thefe
were of brafs curiouily wrought and gilt, and were
affixed to the earth by means of pms, each of a
cubit in length. Cords being pafied through the
rings, bound the feveral parts together in fo com-
paa a manner, as to give it fufticient firmneii? to
withftand the mofl violent gufls of wind : and, from
the cornices, a veil of the finefl linen wrought with
fr(fat ity~nuitv. depended to the very bafes of the
tr»i6ture.

The front of this edifice was fifty cubits in width.
The entrance \jias twenty cubits wide, with two piU
lars of wood on each fick' the paflage. The bafes of
thefe were overlaid wiih brafs, and all the remaining
part with filver. There were fix other pillars, th"ee
on each fide, which, for the fake of ftrength, were
let into each other, and concealed from view by a
curtain of exquifite workmanfhin. The entrance,
which,” as it has been already obfcrvcd, was twenty
cubits wiJe, was alfb five cubits in depth; and bii-
fbre it hung a veil of fine linen, curioufly ~'pught
with floyers and figures, in colours of violet, fear ft,
and purple; butthe reprefentation of animated crea-

%

lind of Canaan, even as that temple itfclf was to !« but a fi*ura-
live refemblance of a more complete and fpiritual difpenfation of
religion under the Meffiah. See Heb. viii. 5.

The myrtety of the tabernacle was fully underftood by the
learned Nachmanides, who, in few words, but pregnant, exprefled
hiwfelf to this purpofi; “ The mj'ftery of the tabernacle was this,
that it was to be a place for the Shcchinah, or habitation of Di-
vinity, to be fixed inand this, no doubt, as a fpecial type of
God’s future dwelling in Chiift s human nature, which was the
TauE Sh*chiicah.

lurcs
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tures was avoided. A laver, being a large
veltel ot brals, witii a foot of ih™ famaineial, was
placcd within the gate of the court, for the prieiU to
Vijih their hands and feet therein*.

'l he tabcrnaclc Itood in the midft of the court,
with us from to the eaft, for the benefit of receiv-
ing the rays of the fun at its rifing. Its length was
tlurty cubits, its breadth twelve, and its height equal
To the breadth.® Of its two fides, <hic faced th»
fouth, and tlie other the north; and the profpeft
from the back front was towards the welt.« Each of
tliefe fidcs was formed of twenty ])lanks, of a qua-
drangular fliape, a cubit and a halfin breadth, and
of the thicknefs of four fingers; tliefe planks were
overlaid with gold ; with two tenons, let into as many
mortifes, to each plank, and two bafes of (ilver. The
weft-front was coinpofed of fix planks, of the fame
kind with the foregoing, which were alfo covered
with gold, and were inferted into cach other with fo
much art, that they appeared to be one intire piece.
Thefe fix planks meafured but nine cubits; but two
others, of the fame dimenfions with refpe£l to length
and breadth, but much thicker than the reft, were
added to them, and placed in the fame pofition, one
at each end, for the purpofe of connctling more
firmly tlie two ends, and the weft-front of the taber-
nacle together.

(iolden rings, or ftaples, were faftened
to all thefc planks, and they were placed in regular
order, anfwering in a direCtline to each other. Se-
veral bars, plated with gold, and of»the length of
Jive cubits, were paffed through thefe rings, and, ex-
tending from one end to the other, were defigned to
lhengtheri that divifion of the building, bj'com matt-
ing its various parts as clofely as poffiblc. The nack
part of this edifice was furniflied, in lik»mamft'r,
with bars and rings; the bars being dif'pofed in fuch
order as to anfwer to each oilier. Bolts and flaples
were aUb fixed at the corners; and, thefe, with the
affiftance of mortifes, to bind™ the difl'erent parts to-
gether, ferved to fecurc the tabernacle from the in-
jiit-ies of the weather. e
Divilioiis of The inner part of this tabernacle con-
I'lt ubcr. fiflcd of three divifions, each of the length

of ten cubits. At the above dillance
from tJic bottom ftood four pillars, with actual fpaces
between them, reaching from one fide ot the taber-
nacle tti the other: theft pillars, and their bafes,
were conftrutled on the fame plan, and witlvthe like
materials, as thof'e mentioned before. Beyond thefe
pillars, was the Sanpum Sanilorum, or Hoh ofMolies™ into
w'hich even the priefls, to whom all the other parts

* Ablution was an ancient right obferved in alliifts of worfliip

as » pnu'er emblem of that moral and internal purity which renders
' every oblation acceptablc tp God. See Ge«. xxxv. 2. be clean.
‘J'his was the firft thing that was done for hillorw'mg the priefts, as
wc read Le”. viii. 6.  And therefore 'tis probable, thm their luhole
b)t(iei were now wafhed, in token of their obligation to ilt'dy uui'ver-
/ulfririij-, and to clcanfe themfelvcs from o//unrightcoufnefsin gene-
ral ; but afterw ards they were appointed to walh only their himiii and
ftd before they entered into the tabernacle (ch. xxx. 19, &c.j, to
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of the tabernacle were open, were prohibited cn-

Mrhe’ tabernacle, being thus divided into threp
parts, appears to bear lome analogy to the plan of
the univcrfe. ‘The firft divifion, to which the very
priefls were denied accefs, may be admitted, in lome
mcafure, to refemble the heavens, as being the rcfi-
dence of the Deity ; and the two other divifions,
wltich were free to the priefts alone, may be coiifi-
dered n; no unapt emblems of the earth and fea.
Five gilded columns, the bafe,s of which weic brafs,
ftood*at the entrance of this tabernacle, with cur-
tains or veils of fine yam, which were dyed blue,
purple, and fcarlet, and interwoven with each other,
I'he firll curtain, which ferved to feparate cur«in».
Holy of Holies, or the fpacc within the four pillars
mentioned above, from the Holy, mdi$ ten cubits
fguare, and richly ornamented with flowers, and
various other figures, except thofe of living crea-
tures. A fecond curtain, of equal fize and work”
manfhi i, overfpread the fiMc columns at the entrance
of the )uilding, being faflened with hooks and eyes
to the top, and hanging down as low as the middle of
the columns; the remaining part being left open for
the entrance of the priefts. This curtain was com-
monly concealed from view by another of the fame
fize, placcd ai a fmall diftance from it, but Icfs coflly
in its materials and workmanfhip. A numl>er of
rings were tacked to the.outer curtain, with firings
pafled through them, to araw it up at pleafure; and®
on particular occafions, to cxpole the inner one to
the view of the people. The outer one ierved at
ordinary thries, and in bad weather efpecially™ as a
kind of fence to that within, from the rain or any
other injury. To this day, the fame fort of curtain is
ufed at the door of the temple.
The tabernacle was covered, both at the Hging.
top and fides, with ten pieces of hanging,
which reached within a foot of the floor. Thefe
hangingst were cach twenty-eight cubits in length,
and of the breadth of four cubits, and were joined
together with golden loops, in fb artificial a manner,
that uliey feemcd to form one whole piece. Eleven
other pieces of the fame breadth, but longer by two
cubits each, than the former; and which were made
of goat’s hair, inft"fad of wool, of which the others
were compofed,fevved as coverings to the ten above
mentioned; and the eleventh was hung againft the
door of tht: tabernacle, to which office it was parti-
cularly deftined on accouut of its being the odd
num|?cr. Over thefc covering of goat’s hair was
another of ftvins, to preferve them from the bad ef-

remind them of that particular r«vcrence, and pious recolledlioa
which becomes men in their immediate approaches to God, and of
thofe partial blcmirties, and daily imperfeitions, from which even
thofe nad need to be cleanfed who are habitually pure and holy.

+ The Hebrew word iignifics t* flings;” the Chaldee renders it
“ curtains:” they were, as Grotius affcrts, pinked or peri‘oracd
with holes, fo as not to cxcludc the fight, though they hindered rlw
approach. <
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fcfts of the heat and the rain. This fpeflacle, at a
dUlance, from its (ky-coloured appcaraiicc, fecnied to
many to be an exact reprefentation of the iieavens.
The ark. 'l tabemaclc being thus completed,

they next began to conlinftl the ark, for
which purpofe they made ufe of a certain wood,
which is called Heron by the Hebrews, the extreme
hardnefs of which enables it, in a particular man-
ner, to refill either rottenneis or the worm. The
Hgure and dimenfions of the ark were as follow;
"I'ne length of it was two cubits and a half, and the
breadth and depth one and a half; the whole being
overlaid with the fineft gold, and contrived”vith fuch
Ikill, both within and without, that not the feaft part
of the wood could be feen. A number of golden
hooks were employed to cramp together the diHe-
rent parts of the eovrr, all of which were highly po-
lilhea, and foHrm as to preclude all danger of their
grating- againft each other.

Four golden rings were faftened to the frame, one
at cach cornet; and thrwigh thcfe were pafl'ed two
bars of gilt iron, one on either fide, for riie purpofe
of removing the ark from place to place; for the
foie mode of conveyance uied was that of carrying
it on men’s fhoulders, which oHice was performed
Chwubimy. priefls and Levites alone. On this

cover were placed two winged figures,
called by the Hebrews Cherubims *; and which cor-
refpondcd with the defcription given by Mofes of
thole beings which he faw furrounding the throne of
God; the like of which no mortal had ever feen be-
fore. The two tables of the decalogue were depo-
fited™n the £trk, which was appointeu to be placed in
the faniluary.
Tahi* of A table, to which that at Delphos bore
inewbread. N0 final1rcfcniblance, was fixed in this taber-
nacle; the length being two cubits, the breadth one,
and the height a cubit and a half. The feet of this
table were rouiui, from the bottom upwards to the
middle, but f“uare from thence to the top; with a
border projettnig from them, of the thicknefs of four
fingers, ana a crown of gold encompaffin”™ it on
every fide : ihefe feet, in fhort, exadly relembled
thofe which the Dorians make ufe of for their beds.
Four rings of gold were fallcntd beneath this bor-
der, into the upper parts of the i‘eet, one to each
corner; with gijt bar» made of tht inoft folid wood,
to ferve as handles for removing it ai occafion

* Thcfe did not contradift*the fecond commandment, becaufe
thf™ were not made as fymbi)ls of any deity, or as pbie~ts cff ado-
ration ; they were only to reprefent to the Jews, by their proftrate
attitude, the ncceffity of adoring the God of Ifrael, who refided in
bis giory lietween them. ITieir form approathed thatofoxen more
than that of any other animal, not but that they vy:tc akind of chi-
mera, refenibling no particular arimal, according* o the aflertion of
hiftoriar.t; and at their face« probably refembled that of an ox, the
fymbol of the Egyptian deity, the Ifraclites might from hence be
led to fupjwfe them the fymbols ot' the prefence ofihe true God.

J This altar was to be of wood nther thanof folid brafi, that it
miuht not be too heavy ; but notwithftanding ij» being overlaid
wim brafs, vcr. 2. had it been cotfimon wood, it rauft have been
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fhould require. This table was placed on the north

.fide of the temple, at a finall diftance only from the

fancluary. Twiclvc loaves of unleavened bread, fix
on each fide, continually flood on the table, piled
regularly one above another. Each loaf contained
the (luantity of two affars, or ieven attic cotylas,
equal to two omers, according to the Hebrew mea-
fure, of the tinefl flour: and above each pile <4
loaves was placed a golden difli fitted with incenle.
Thefe loaves were removed at the end of every fe-
ven dayj™ and the table fupplied with frefh ones.
The feventh day is that which we term our Jahhth.
litit of this we fhall fpeak more at large in the.fubl'e-
quent part of the work. *

On the fouth fl«le, directly oppofite to comen dr>
the tabernable, fh~)d a candleftick, caft
in gold, and hollowed throughoin ; the weight there-
of being one hundred minas, called by the Hebrews,
cinchares, and by the Greeks, a talent. The orna-
ments of this candleftick confiHed of bowls, lilies,
pomegranates, and fmall cups, amounting to feventy
pieces, and were fpread over the feven branches,
anfwering to the number of the planets, of which the
candleftick was compofed. Each branch was fiir-
inounted with a lamp; and, as the candleftick ftood
in an oblique pofition, all thele lamps fronted to-
ward the eaft and foutii.

In the fpace between the aforefaid
cancjleftick and table, ij, finall altar of in-
ctnfe was placed, which was conflructed with the
fame impenetfable kind of wood}: with the ark. The
length and breadth of tiiis altar were each one fquare
cubit, and the height-two cubits; with a golden
fire-hearth, encompaffed with a border of the fame
metal, and rings and flaves, for the convenience of
rertiovJsE?/it.

In the front of the tabernacle, another altar was
eretled, of the fame ki«dof wood with the former}
being five cubi*s fquare, and three in height. It
was framed upon the fiftne model with that uefore-
mentioned, with this diftindion onlv, that every
Jart of it K'as overlaid with brafs, and that a grate,
ormed of a kind of net-work, was fixed in a middle
fpace between the top and bottom, to admit the
paffage,of the afhes. A number of phials, 'cnfers,
cuus, pan*, and other inflruments, were alfb pro-
vided for the fervice of the altar, all whijh were
made of fine gpld. n

Altir of INF

foon confumed to alhcs by the continual he.nt; wherefore Le CJerc
conjettures, that this (hittim-wood might be the larch-tree, which
bears the fire like Hone. Pliny fays of it; Nec aritt, nec eartowm.
facit, nec alio mtJo ignit I'i anjumitur, qunm lapides, Nnt. Hift, I. xvi.
c. lo. Calrae” fuppofes this altar to have been a kiiul of coffer nr
wooden frame of about five feet and a half high, and the one half
of its height to have been occupied by feet on which it ftood.
Thus, he thinks it wo«jld both be more portable than as wo com-
monly fuppofe it, and the fire having vent from b low, would I*
lefs apt to melt the brafs or burn the wood. To which he adds, that
all the alurs of the Egyptian Ifii are reprefented inthb fafhion, i.e.
as frames fupported b/ tect.

ep CHAP.
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CHAP. VI

The Garments oj the Priep, High-Pxitp; the Puri-
fications, und Fejiivals.

very prieft was prohibited from
exercifing the (acerciotal office, till
be had firft been purified, in the ulual forms prc-
icribed by our law. The under garment, which hcf
wore, was made of fine linen, twined in folds, and
is called a inanachafe, or binder, by the Hebrews,
and in (hape much refembles our trowfers, or draw-
ers. The prjcft, in putting it on, drew it over His
feet, and it was ojjcn frofti the top downwards, and
clofc”y tied upon the hips. Over this was a coat of
very fine linen, called chcthemcne, fignifying a
linen cloth ; chethon being the<erni uled for tax,
of which linen is made. It fat very clofe to the
body, having narrow lleeves reaching to the ground.
This garment was fartened about the wailt with a
linen girdle, of the breadth of four fingers, and or-
uarnented with needlc-work of divers colours, fo in-
genioufly executed, as to refemble, in a confider-
able degree, the fkin of a fnake. Various flowers
and figures, in blue, purple, and fcarlet, were
embroidered on this girdle, which pafl'ed twice
round the body of the prieft, and, for ornament
fake, was fulFered to hang down to his feet, except
on thofe occafions when ne»was engaged in the du-
ties of his office, at which times he threw it back
over his left fhoulder, that he might hlive his hands
the more at liberty. This girdle was called abaneth
bv Mofesj but we now term it emian; a word
which we have borrowed from the Babylonians.
There was neither plait nor fold in this- garnricnt,
which was made wide at the neck, and was't'*ld to-
gether with a buckle, both before and behirfd;
the Hebrews have given k the name of mafTa-
baanzes.

The prieft
garrrgit

The rofrke Thc pricfts alfé worc a fort of mitre or
enphthM a Cap, Called mafnaemphthes, which re-
“R fembltd a fmall helmet, an”™ covered

little more than one half*ofthe head. This cap was
ma(lc of linen, and being bound about the head
with a fillet, covered with another of finer tgxture;
and this came fo low, as totally to conceal.the under
one, ai;”™ to fecure it from all danger of falling off,
while the priefl was performing facrifice.
Exclufive'of the habits and ornaments'above-
mentioned, the high-prieft was accufiomed to wear
certain others, to which he was entitled by his office:
fuch as the methir, which is a purple robe reaching
to his anclcs, and Ts faltened round him with a gir-
dle, nearly refembling-that already deforibed,. ex-
cept that the ornaments were variegatca with gold.
A fringe went round the bottom of this vefl, which
was alio ornamented with curiouS pomgranates and

* Whoever confideri the compofition of the ephod, the brcaft-
plate fet with the richeft jewels, the robe, ilic crown of gold, the
gemson the (houldgrs of the ephod,,together with their lize, their
arrangement, and the engravings upon tliem, mull, with -Philo
confc&j that the laity adorned the priefts like fu many kings, who
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bells of gold, placed interchangeably, and at equal
diltances. This robe was without feam, and had
two openings in it, bodi lengthways; the one reach-
ing a little below the fhoulders, and the other to the
middle of the !)rcall, with a border to conceal thofe
openings, and another to coyer the narts through
which ine arms were to pafs into the llecvcs-

The prieft wore over this garment ano- “he gghod
the’r, which greatly relembled the epo-
mis of the Greeks, according to the deicription
which has been given us of the latter, and was
named the ephod*. The length of it was a cubit,
and it wa™ embroidered in every part with gold and
a great variety of the moft beautiful colours: it had
alfo fleeves to it; and thus was in reaiitv nothing
more than a fhort coat. Upon the middle of the
breaft of this robe was left a vacancy for receiving
the often, which by the Greeks is called Th:or«ie.
logion, fignifying the Oraf/f, or in the La-
tin, Rciiion™e. To the corners ofthe eften were affixed
rings of gold, through which purple ribbons were
palled for the purpofe of faftening the eflen and the
ephod together. The feams and fpaces were con-
cealed by ftrings of a colour correfpondent to the
veftment, being wrought over them. On each
fhoulder, the high-prieft wore a fardonyx fet in gold;
and thefe ftones anfwered the purpofe of clafps, by
clofing the parts of the ephod. The names of
Jacob s twelve fons were engraven upon the above-
mentioned ftones in Hebrew charafters; that worn
on the right fhoulder bearing the names of the fix
elder, and,the other thofe ofthe younger bre™Hreri.
The effen was enriched by twelve ftones of b~uti-
ful appearance and ineflimable value; on thefe
twelve ftones the names of Jacob’s twelve fons were
refpeftively engraven, according to the order of
their births; and this diftinftion was given on ac-
count of their being efteemed the fuperiors of our
feveral tribes. They were made faft by fmall parti-
tions of gold, and dilpofed into four rows; the firft
confining of a fardonyx, a topaz and an emerald;
the fecond a ruby, ajafper and a fapphire ; the third
alygfyus, an amethyft, and an agat; and the fourth a
chryfolite, an onyx, and a beryl. As a farther fup-
port to the weight of thefe precious ftones, two
other faftenings were conveyed to the upper part of
the effen, and to*tficm were joined two gold chain.s,
v'orked in wreaths, and reaching to the fhoulder-
piece; the*upper ends of the chains were carried
about the baclc and hooked behind the border of the
ephod. A girdle of the colour of the robe was alfo

\ led to the effen, and this paffing twice round the
n y, wasformed in a knot before, where the ends,
depending from the waift, were terminated by taf-
fels ofgold frigge, curioufly wrought.

The tiara, or mitre of the high-prieft™,
dift'ered no otherwife from that of the in-

The high-

ance of the. high-prieft. that he proftratcd hinfelf, aud faJutci'\iim.
Sec Book c. 8t

fcrior
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ferior priefts, than in being covered with another,
of' a purple or violet colour, and furmounted with a
triple crown of gold. A kind of cup, much refem-
bling the bud of a plant which is callcd, by the He-
brews, faccharus, and hyofceamos b* the Greeks,
was placed over this crown. But, for the information
of thofe to whom this plant is utterly unknown, or
known by name only, it may not be amifs to fubjoin
a fhort clefcription'of it. The plant in queltic™n,
grows ufually to the height of fomething more than
two fpans; the root ofit bearing fome re emblance to
that of a turnip, and its leafto mint. The bud is
fhaped like a round knob, and is inclofed a coat’,
which cracks and falls off, in proportion as the fruit
grows ripe. This cup, which, as | before obfcrved,
was placed over the golden crow'n, was much about
the hze of the joint ofa man’s little finger, and round
and hollow, like the infide of a goblet; but, for the
benefit of the reader, I will explain myfelf a little
more fully on the fubjeft. It was partly of a hemif-
plierical hgure, narrow t(fwards the top, and widen-
ing itfelf towards the brims, like a pomgr~tiate cut in
two : nature had furnifhed it with a cover, fo curi-
oufly rounded, that it feemed to have been turned
for the purpofe, and from this there arofe a number
of (harp points, refembling the prickles of a pom-
granate : and within this cup was the fruit contamed.
Its feed wasfhaped like that of the plant fideritis, or
wall-fage, and it bore a flower which differed very
little in its appearance from that of plantane. Such
was the figure of the ornaments on that part of the
mitre~which reached from the neck roiind to the
temples; but on that part which covered the fore-
head, was fixed a golden plate, on which was in-
fcribcd the holy name of God. It is vmneceffary to
add any thing further, refpefting the habits of the
high-prieft.

CHAP VII.

Aaron condlitxUed High-Priejl by the Command o f God.

'T'H E Almighty appeared to Mofes, and com-
X manded him to appoint his Ijrother Aaron to
the high-prieft-hood. Hereupon Mtoffs affembled the
people, and in a moft pathetic manner reprefented
to them the ereat virtues of his biother Aajron, men-
tioning that he had repeatedly expofed his life to im-
minent danger for the public welfare, for which he
entertained the moft zeakous attachment.

Aaron meck The pcople unanimoufly coincided in
high-pritft. the appointment of Aaron; than whom
...... ! m' |

* Thii cloud had for fome time reded on the tetit of Mofes; but
when .the tabernacle was finifhed, it fettled upon the tabernacle,
where it continued in the form of* a cloud by day”™ and a glorious
light by night, tiU they entered th™land of Canaan, which had
long before neen promiled to their fathers. mThe tabcrnacle was a
type of our bleffed Redeemer's dwclli«g in our nature, “ The word
Was made flelh, or>d dweit amongft us." The altaxof burnt”ofiering
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no man had a better claim to the prieflhood, either
ewith regard to the high rank of his family, or the
gift of prophec>'wwith which he was endued. Super-
added to ihefe confiderations, the public were greatly
influenced in his favour on account of his relation-
fhip to Mofes, whofe extraordinary qualities had
procured himahigh degree of veneration.

The furplus of what had been collected towards
building tle tabernacle Mofes orck'red to be ex-
pended in veils and coverings for the edifice in quef-
tion, the« golden candleftick, the altar of incenfe,
and the other facred veflels, in order to fecure them
fr(dbn damage, in cafe of removal. He afterwards
affembled the people, and raid atax on them of halfa
fhekcl each perfon, to defray the expences of the
work; computing four Attic drachmas to the He-
brew fliekel : and to this they fubmitted with all ima-
ginable chearfuinefs. The number of thofe upon
whom this tax was levied was 605,550; who were all
denizens, and from tweiity to fifty years of age.
The money thus raifed was wholly appropriated to
the fervice of the tabernacle

Mofes purified the tabernacle, and the priefls who
were ordained to ofl'er facrifice, in the following
manner: he mixed five hundred fhekels-worth of the
fineft myrrh with an eqiial quantity of iris, to which
he added half that ouantity of cinnamon and balfam,
both articles remarkable for their fragrancy. Thefe
ingredients, being firli pounded together, and
fleeped in a hin, equal to two Attic choas, of the
beft olive oil, Wre let over the fire, and melted down
into anointment ofthe moll pleafing odour conceiv-
able. The ceremony of purification confifted in
anointing the priefls and the tabernacle with this
ointment, and 111 offering up certain facrifices, of
diflt'rent kinds, in the tabernacle.

'‘Phe dedication of the tabernacle, and
of all the veffcls belong”ig thereto, took
place in the ycm following, on the new crated
moon of the month X~iticus, or Nifan. The iVl-
mighty, on this occafion, gave the Hebrews a con-
vincing prrtof of his gracious acceptance of their
zeal for his fervice, by defcending 10 take poflefrion
of the building which they had erefted for his refi-
dence. .The circumflances attending this miracu-
lous eventivere as follow ; The fky was totally clear,
fave juft over the tabernacle, which was covered as
well as partly ciivironed, with a cloud*, neither fo
thick as to indicate the approach of bad weather,
yet fufficiently opaque to intercept the fight.
From this cloud iffued fo gentle and refrcfhing
a dew, as convinced all true believers that God
himjelf had deigned to vifit them in perfon on the
occafion.

The taberDio
cle coiile-

pointed out the death and facrifice of our Lord. The altarofin*
cenfe denoted oni Lord’s powerful intercefllon for us. And the
ark of the covenant was an eminent emblem of him, from whofe
mouth we reccive a law, founded upon better proroifes; by whofe
inKrceffion we have accefs to the throne of ~race with all boldncfs,
and whofe fatiifaftioa to the Divine Jufticc u out true propitiatory,
or.incrcy-feat,

, Mofesj
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COfferings for Mofcs, after having rewarded the vari-
ous artizans who hacl been eniploycd iiir
crcttmg and ornamenting the edi(ia‘, according to
their refpcdivc merits, oHered up, in the door-way
of ihc tabernaclc, a bullock, arafn, and a kid, as an
atonement lor the (ins ot the people, in obedience
to tiie orders which he had received fron> the Al-
inighty on that fubjed. When the beads were
killed, Mofes to*)k a part of the blood of each ani'
inal, and Iprinkled Aaron and liis ions therewith ;
~fter this, he purified them with water of <the foun-
tain, and anointed them with oil ; and thus were they
confecrated priefts of the Lord. 7'hi$ ceremony vTas
performed for fcven fucctfllive days, on each day an
oblation or facrificc being made to heaven. Moles
appointed the celebration of a felHval on tlic eight!)
day, and on this occafion enjoined the people to
provide fuch facrifices as dicir circun»(lances would
permit. Tliey not ojily acquiefced in this order with
chcarfulncfs, but with an chiulative piety Itrove to
cxcel each other in the value of their offerings. No
fire had been carried to the altar; but when the facri-
fices were prepared and laid thereon, a flame, re-
fembling a flalh of lightning, burft foj-th and con-
fumed them, to the amazement of the fpetiators.

N=dh w Had not Aaron been perleaiy refigned
A.ihu con- to the will of thc Almighty, his forrow
fured by lire  nuift luvc bcen exticmc and inconfblable
romheavon. accouiit of ~hc judgmciit of lieaven
upon Nadab and Abihu, the two efdefl of his four
fons. Difregarding the injuii6Uon of Mofcs, they
were preparing tolacrifice, according to the ancient
manner, when they were llruck to death by a judi-
cial fire from heaven. Mofes direcfed their father
and brothers to convey their remains out of the camp,
and caufe them to be interred in a -proper uianAer.
I'he people gave way to thc. moff immoderate grief
f[>r the loCs of thefe brothers: but Mofes exhorted
Aaron and his remaining fons to b«ar the fhock of
this dreadful circumftance ~with a becoming forti-
tude, obferving that it was not confiflent with thc
dignity of tlie pried-hood to indulge theovs'cakneffes
and private pallions of.humanity, in prejudice to the
glory of the univerfal Creator.

Mofcs paid no regard to the acclamations of thc
myviltitude, butintirely refigned himfelf jo the wor-
fhip and fervicc of CJod, conduding himfelf as a pri-
vate intiividual, excepiiiig only thatJie continueu to
perform the duties of his noly fundion. Inllead of
repairing to Mount Sinai, he now retired to thc ta-
bernacle for inilrudions to regulate nis conduct for
the public advantage. delivered to the people

* Bv reflrsining the facrlfice to bullfycs, goats.i nnd (Vieep, God

might ])O<ribly have had a reference to tlte rites made ufeot in this
age, awTl by chiiming thefe anim.ils have vindicated his peculiar
rij'ht to them in Dfipofition to the idols to vhom the)' were rejjiec-
tively offered. The Jewifli facrifices might be confidcred as fines,
and tliereforc limited to fuch nnimals as were moft ufcful, and the
gratitude cf thc facrificcr was fl,ewn more manifeftl), than if the
ufelefs fi-iecies had been required, which may be one reafon why
fwine were not offered, for thc Jews never ufed them for food. As
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written laws and precepts for rendering them accep-
table in thc fight of the Almighty, and for theprefcr-
vation of peace and unanimity. e r n

‘The confecratioii of the Uibernaclc, and of ail
thofe things wHich were deffined to its fervice, being
now completed, thc people gave an unbounded loole
to thtir jov, whicli.they cxprefTedin contimial hymns
and facrifices; flattering themrdves that, as the'Al-
mi~hty had now condelcendcd to take up his refi-
deiiccnmongthem, all their ditficuUicH would beat
an end, and that they fhould far the rell of fheir liver
enjoy an uninterrupted courfe of profperity. All
tiie tribej offered facrifice, both jointly, and fepa-
rately ; and the leaders and princes of the different
tribes brought each fix waggons, drawn by two
horfes, to allift in removing thc tabcrnacle, in cafe
ofneed; to thefe they added a charger weighing one
hundred and thirty fliekels, and a filver bowl of
feventy fliekels, both filled with fine flour mixed
with o]ivc-oil, and intended for the oblations ; with
an inccnfe-cup, filled witlv perfumes, and eliiinated
at the valuv of ten daricks. Their burnt-offering
confifled ofa young bullock, a ram, and a lamb ()f
a year old; aivd, for tiicir fin offering, they facri-
ficed a he-goat. They alfo facrificed cach day two
bullocks, five rams, as many lambs of the firit year,
and a like number of he-goats, for their peace-offer-
ings : and thefe facrifices were continued at thc rate
of one each day, for the term of twelve duys.

Mofes now conflantly repaired to the tabcrnacle
inftead of Mount Sinai, to receive inltruclions from
die Deitv,” relative to thc laws which were to be ef-
tabliflied for thc government ofthe Hebrews; v/ iich,
being of divine origin, and far above all human com-
prehenfion, were intitled to an implicit and perpe-
tual obedience from thole for w lofe benefit they
were promulgated.

) CHAP VIII.
O f Sacrifices and Purificatiom, "with their Forms and
Ceremonies.

ACRIFICES arc either public or
private, and there are two- modes of
celebration. One is called a burnt-offering, or holo-
cauff™ fignifying that ~Vhe wMe facrijice h h  numt-offer.
heburnt” Thc biirnt-oflering of a private nrrg
man.confifls of a bullock, a lamb, and a goat*; they
mufl be males, and thc two latter not more than a

Defcriptian of
Ucriftccf.

thefe animals were fuch as were offered ljy the patriarchs, the enjoin-
ing them now wai,recalling the fimnlicity of thofe early ages. Thefe
animals were always at hand, and could for thiit reafon be offered
on any prefling and fudden emergence. Bcfides this, we may con-
fider, tliat the facrificcs were foUoweil by a feall on the viiitim,
which was efleemcd a federal rite, and therefore furh animal* as
were allowed for food, muft neteflarily be offered in fatufice-
Htnd, l.ib. ii. n

year



"1"RADSILUNS . rru-C ttir>Al 2y'lo.sF.rtiU.S.






the

year o\d, thouth the firft may fomewhat«xcced that
age. Being killed, the pricii I'prinkles the blood of
the animal about the altar, and, after being divided,
lalt IS thrown upon the parts, and they arc laid
upon the wood, Vbich is previoufly kindled to con-
fume them. The entrails and feet brincf wafhed
by the pricft, he calls tlvem into the jlames, to be in-
yrely conlumed with the other parts of the ofttring.
rhe Ikins are the property cfthe pricft. .
r..ceofrering. peacc-offcrings, or offerings of thanUf-

givines, the lagie ipecics of crcatures, bring
male and female, upwards of a year old, and free
from blemifti,are facrificed. The pritil fprinkles the
altar with bloody, and lays thereon the kidnev”, caul,
fillets of the livery and the rump of the lamb. ‘I'he
breaft and right fhoulder belong to the jirieft. The
pcrfons who offer die facrifices arc allowed to eat of
what remains for the fpace of two days; but what is
not confumed in that time, muft be burnt.

. The fin-offering is performed in the
mo am. fame manner; ~u fuch as cannot pro-
vide the above lacrifices are allowed to fubl”~tute two
young pigeons, or two turtles; one as a burnt-off'cr-
Forfini of ing, and the other as a due to the prielt.
ifrorcnee. A lamb, Or young lhe goat, is the offer-
ing for the fin of ignorance; and in this ceremony
the prieft only fprinkles the corners of the altar witn
blood; after which he places upon the altar the kid-
ne_ys, the caul, and the fibres of the livers of the fa-
crifices. The flelh and the fliin belong to the
priefts in virtue of their office, and our law exprefsly
orders that the whole of the flefli ihall be eaten on
< wiif» the day of l'acrifice. If a man *is guilty
firr= of a wilful fin, of which no legal evidence
can be adduced againlf him, he (lialloffer a ram as an
atonement; the lefh of which (hall be given to the
priells; cr’vditionally, that it be eate« in the taber-
naclc, and on the fame day. The foie difference be-
tween the fin-offering of a private perfon and that of
one ofthe heads ofthe tribes was, that the oblation of
the latter confitted ofa bull and a he-goat, inilcad ofa

ram, whicli was required from the former.

Lwr for K& It was alfo ordained that in all facrifices,
cn&ect. whether private or public, a certain quan-
tity of fine flour fhould be brought with each victim:
the proportion being one allar to a lamb, two for a
ram, and three to a builock; and this,*was to be mixed
with oil previous to its confecration. The proportion
of oil ufed on thefe occafions was, half a hin to a bul-
lock ; athird part of one of thofe ninafurcs fo a ram,
and a fourth part to a lamb* A like quantity of wine
was alfo provided for the fame purpofe, and was by
the law ordered to be pou.-cd u”~n the altar. |’he
method of offering fine flour, witnout facrificing, for
the performance of a vow, was, to fpread a handful of
it upon the altar, and to deliver the reft M the prieft,
to be. eaten either boiled, or being kneaded with oil,

. The Greeks alfp, probably in imitation o f the monthly fecrificel

«f tljc Hebrews, appointed a pcribn to oWctve, from an eminence,
»nd give notice to the people, when thc”~ew moon firft appeared, in
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or made into cakes ; the perfon facrificing, at the fame
time, referving fuch a quantity as he deemed requifite
for bumt-offerings. It is profiibited by the law to fa-
crifice the young with the dam, unlefs the former be
at leaft eight days old. Di\crs facriHccs are anpoiiu-
ed for tlie recovery of health, and in other ca\c» ¢ on
all fuch occafions, cakes arc eaten with the flefti ofth«
vidims, and the pridb are admitted to take their
lhiirc ; but no part of it is allowed tc"be left till the
next day.

CHAP. 1X.

Laws rrinting to iht Pritflf, the SfUrtficrSt foUmn
Days, and other religious and avil Matlen,

T is ftriflly ordained by the law, that a
lamb of the firft year fnail be facrificed
every morning and evening, the charge to be defray-
ed out of the public treafurj™-, airon tlie levcnth day,
or fabbath, two are to be offered up in like manner.
At the beginning alfo of every month*, exclufive of
the cuftomary oblations, fever; lambs, each one year
old, and a ram were facrificed; likewifc a he-goat, at
a propitiation for fin, left any oflencc fhould, per-
chance, remain unexpiated.

At the commencement of the fcventh month, called
Hyperbereta'iis, the offering confiftcd of a bullock,
a ram, feven lambs, and aJdit-goat, for a fin-offering.

The tenth day of the fame month was obferved as a
faft till night: and the offerings were a young bul-
lock, two rams, fevcn lambs, and a he-goat for a
propitiation, exclufive Ol twYo other goats; one of
which was prefented alive at the altar, and afterwards
fiiffered to go loofe into the wildcrnefs, as a fcape-
goat,»to atone for the fins of the people; the other
goat«nd the bullock were conveyed to a clean fpot,
at a f~all diflance from tljp camp, and there totally
confumcd to afhej. The high-prieft afterwards re-
turned to the temple, witk the blood of tlie two ani-
mals, which he fprinkled with his finger, fcven times,
on the cover.of the tabernacle, the golden altar, the
great altar which ftands before the door, the floor,
and in gtneral, the whole edifice; the bullock was
provided on the occafion by the high prielt. The
extremities, together with the kidneys, the fat, and
part of the liver, were placed on thealtar: and, with
a ram, which was alfo furnifhed by the high-jMeft,
were all facrificed fo the Almighty, as a burnt-offering.

The people received orders to put theic tents in
fuch a condition, by the fifteenth day of the fame,
month, as to refift the rigour of the approaching win-
ter; and they were further enjoined, immeoiately
upon their entrance into the promifed land, to repair
to the capital, hs being the place deflincd for the feat
of the holy temple, and thereto foleinnize a fcftival
of eight days, with burnt-offerings, oblations, and

order to their keeping, at fte return of every month, or new moon,
their feafi of Nttmenia. Sw the plate facing thii page.

Q pcacc-
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pcace-ofFcritigs; earn ing in their hands branches of
myrtle, willow, and palms, with fp/igs of pcach-trcc.
The firll of the eigh( days was let apart for th'e
biirnt-oftering, which was to confiil of thirteen yoving
bullocks, fourteen lambs, two rani«, an<i a goat, for
a p»X)pitiatory facrificc. A likr number of the huiibs
and rams were daily offered vip for the fpace of fix
days ; but of the bullocks, one was abated in tlie fa-
crifice of eacl™ day, till they amounted to no nio/e
than feven. The eighth was to be kept as a day of rcil
and relaxation ; and the people offered uj™ as | have
already obferved, a calf, a ram, fevcii lambs, and a
Feaftofuber- goat, for ail atonement. In commciiK”ra-
riei. lion of the iiVident of the Hebrews ercH-
iiig tlifir tcnls, was the fcait of tabcniiK’lcs * inllitu-
tcJ; and it is to this day (>bferved by our j)eople with
vV oor imaginably ~ri8nefs. On .tlic four-
, P* teent(™ of the nioon, of the'month  Xanti-
cusjor Nifan, which is confidered as du- beginning of
~thp year, we celebrate the fcaR of the pullovert, as
did pur ancellgrs  the time of their derneraiice from
.the yoke of the Kgyptiaiwi: in the cclcbnition of this
feliivjJ, we arc enjoined by our laws to take efpecjal
care not to leave any part of the oblatiun till the next

day.

Feat of un. unlcavencd bread, which
itavered conljnues fcvcn days, comnicnces on the
brcid. hfteenth of the fame month, and is nextin

fucceflion to that of the palfover. The oblations di-
refted to be made on this oeeafiou are, two bullocks,
one ram, and fevcn lambs, for a bur”it-olfering, and
a goat cach day, for a fin offering, foe tl e bcnelit of
the pricfls. "lhe people, fIn the leconc day of the
feall, and the fixteenth of the month, offer up an ob-
lation to God of the fird fruits of their grain, before
they prefume to tafle of it themfelves. The mojle of
the oblation is as follows; they parch a quantity of
corn in the ear upon aclean hearth, and havitig t/rui-
fed it well, they take the'tiuantity of an aflar, and
place it upon the altar, whore oaie ‘'uandful is fuffcred
to remain, and the reft falls to the fhare of thepricft.
The people are then permitted to reap their corn as
fhey pleafe; and the oblation ufual in this cafe, is a
lamb for a holocauft, or burnt-offering.

e, The fcall of PentccoH was celebrated on

arem o the-fiftieth day, that Is, at the coju:lulion of

* The tuliernaclcs or walks for the culebration of this feaft, were

sincicntly made wiih the boughs of fui'h beauiiful trees as ahuund
with oil. fat. or refin; betaufe the boughs of ihofe trees, by mean*-,
of their oleaginous or refmout nature, long'retain their verdure.
Neliemiah,ch. viii. 15. thus defcribes them: “ Goforth unto the
mount, and fetch olixe-branches and pjnc-branches, and myrtle-
branches, and palm-branches, and br~hes ofthick trees, to make
booths, at it is written.” But the pradlice novf-a-days is a quite
different thing.

+ TTiis feail is a folemn and religious dutv, from which none,
who are ofage, are exempted, bcl the female fex. It is folemnizcd
twice every feafon, on twofiicceflive daysj; the fame rites and ferri-
ces }Krformed on cach. The dotiblrng of the fcftival is owing,
to the pretended uncertainty of tlie Jews iiii tlie matter ot computing
thctiii.e. Tiiebookofthe law is broughtoit twice: five men read futh

fevcn weeks, or forty-nine days, fubfequent to that
of the paffover: the term Pentecoft fignihcs in the
Greek tongue, which number is denoted in the
Hebrew, by the term allartha,- by which title the
above feall i« diltin«uiftied by the Jews. The facn-
ficc appointed for this day was tw'o wheaten loavesof
Icavcncd-brcad, ~containing two cillurs of flour, and
the; ianlc num ber of lambs, which were to be eaten in
the evening bv Uic nriflls; but no part diereof was
to be refcrvecf till the next day. The burnt-oHer-
ings were three calves, two”~fJiccp, fotirtecn lambs,
ancl two goals, for an atonement for lin. ; Tlicre
were alfo vantnis other ordinances, regulating the
numbcf and quality of the buint offerings, and. the
times in v.hich they were allowed* a relaxiuion froin
labour, in their i'everal fealls; lofjetber with certain
rules, prefcribing which of the lacrihces might be
eateu.

Jt was further ordered that thi» bread fhould be
baked'on the ew of the fabbath, and placed the
next morning on riio holy table, forming tw'o piles,
cach conyilnig of (ix loaves, which were to be p aced
opjKjllte each other, with a golden cup of incenfe on
the top of each pile : and ihcfe loaves were to remain
till the next fabbath-day, when they were to be giv-
en to the prieft, and their places fuiJ|)lied with
others. The incenfe was to be renewed in the like
manner; and that which was taken away was ordered
to be thrown into the holy fire, in which the burnt-
ofierings were confumed. The quantity of an alfar
of fine Hour fteeped in oil, and Aightly baked, was®
offered by the high-priell twice a day; the one half
in the mwrning, and the remainder in the eve#'ing. <

C HA P X. -

The LevitesJet apart. L cims and Ceremonies rcfpeBing
Purifications.

.OSES, having feparated the tril>e of Levi from
M the reft of the people, to officiate at the altar,
puiilied them with water from the fpring; and after
they had facrificed in the manner prefcnbed by our
law, committed to their care the tabernacle, the holy

portions of it as relate to the ofTerings which we»e made on this fisfti-
val, and lilfewife a baphtara out of the prophets. About noon diere,
is fometimes a ferraon in nrsifc 8i the law. ‘ITie book of Ruth is
likewife read on this icalt, becanfe Ruth s adveuturc happen

the time of the whpat harveft.

In memory of thfc pt'omulgation of the law, they ftrew tlicATyna-
goglue, their houfes, and fortcrtmes the ftreets they dwell in,'With
griifs and green herbs, and adorn all their windows with green
boughs, and v/ith rofcs and other flower*,- and fometimes wear upon
their heads chaplel* of green herbs, Iwcaufe all was green about
mount Sinai when the law was delivered. With this view likewife,
on this venerable aftnimfary, 'they eat a great deal of that' fort of
food which is produced from rtiilk, as curds, theefccukes,- fculUrds,
&c. becaufe, uy they, the law is white and pure, and ftvcft as
railk.

.vaflels,
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vcffels, and all things clfe thereunto appertaining,
under the controiil of the prielts; ana they were
ironi this time confidered as being conl'ecratcd to the
iervice of the Deity.

At the fame time, Mofes inltrutled ihe people in
thofe points which condituted the diffcrcnce be-
tween meats clean and unclean ; or thofe which were
allowed and thofe which were prolubited from being
eaten : but we (hall fpcak tflrthf-r with refpet) to tins
matter as opportunity (hall offer. They were ftriclly
cnjoiticd to abllain from the blood of every kind of
creature whatever, up’ni a pcrfuafion that the very
being of the aniinal was inherent therein : nor is
the flefh ot any crcature that hath died of j»fclf; or
the fat either of gouts, fheep, or oxen, to be eaten
under any pretext whatever.

Unclbnper- All lepers, aud fuch as were infefled
fom. with a gonorrhcta, were t)bliged to retire
from the city ; and, in like manner, women, during
the time of their ccmrfes, were enjoined to \vithdraw
themiclves from all communication with the other
lex for the fpace of feven*days, at the expiration of
which they were confidered as being purified, and
were allowed to return to their families. They who
had aHifted at the interment of a corpfe, were alfb
deemed unclean for the feven fuccee<ling days ; but
when the term of the pollution extends beyond feven
days, the party mull offer two lambs; one of which
muf” be facrificed, and the other given to the priells.
Leprous perfiSns are totally banifhed the city, and
excluded from all human converfation. But if it fo
happens that G-od is gracioufly pleafed to free any
peri(~i from this dreadful difteinper, and t» re-inflatc
him in his former health, the party on whom fuch
bleffing is conferred, is bound to oner various facri-
liccs, in gratitude for the benefit bcftowed.
i.«wt for WO- A woman, who has lately brought forth
men in chitd- @ child, is reflrifled, if it be a male, both
flora entering the temple, and from at-
tending on public worlnip, for the fpace of forty
dayst ; or, if it be a female, for double that term.
But, at the expiration of that time, fhe is admitted to
make the oblations prefcribed in fuch cafes; part of
which are offered up to the Almighty, and tht re-
mainder falls to the fharc of the priefts.
If a man entertains a fufpicion of his
orje.ioufy. jvifc’s chaflity, he mult ~ring with him an
oblation <fan affar of tfarlev-meal; .fpreading a hand-
ful of it on the altar, and delivering the reft to the
prieft to be eaten. One, of them, having placed the
woman at the gate of thc*templej which faces the ta®
bernacle, takes ofl’ her veil, and, having infcribed
the facred name of God on a piece of parchment,
orders her to declare upon her oath, whether fhe

For idultery,

+ During the firft feve», (he was deuietl the couvcrfatioii of her
fricndf, but, for the three davs'which fiicceei”“d, was permitted that
liberty, being only excluded from the fanftuarv, and from partak-
ing of the facrifices, which (he might otheru'ife have eaten. Mai-
monidcs itTiagines that this liberty was given to the Jews in oopo-
fition to the cuftom of the 2Labeans, wJ;o were rcligioully fcrupulous.

OF THE JEWS.

had ever defiled her hufband’s bed. To this fhe re-
plies with the following imprecation : “ If I am guilty
of the crime laid to my chargc, may my thigli rot
from my body, may my belly burit, and let the lafi
hours of my life be fpent in torture: but if, on the
other hand, it fhall appear that the accufation againfl
me is founded folely on the unreafonable jealoufyof
my hufband, | befeech thee. Lord, to grant me a
fon within the (pace often months from tlie prefV'nt
day.* The priefl then wafhed the* writing out of
the parcljment with fair water, into whidi, after
having flrained it into an earthen veffel, he cad
foiyie of the diift from the floor and wall» of the tem-
ple, and prefentcd it to tf* woman to drink. In
cafe fhe proved innoccnt of the crime alledged
againfl her, fhe (uickly afterwards conceived, and
was, in due time, iafely and happily delivered of her
burthen”™ but if to the Crime of incontinence f}ie
added that alfo of perjury, her death was attended
with all the circumilances of horror and ignominy
already mentioned.

CHA XI.

Laws prohibiting Adultery and Incfjl, and for rrg”dat-
ing the Marriages of  lejls. The Sabbath of the

feventh Year, and the Year of Jfubilee. Laws and
Ordinances of War. m
UTUAI. tconfidence between man Divent«r.
and wife was confidered by Mofes “nioHi-

as indif'penfably neceffaT-y towards coniui-

bial happinefs; and he was convinced, that the in-
terefl of the government, as well as of private fami-
lie.s, materially depended on the jjropHgatinn of
majikind under the fanttion ofthe marriage infhtntes.
Inceft, either with the mother, mother-in-law, aunt,
either on the fide of fither or mother, fifler, or
daughter-in-law,*he yft"ijaounced to be an abommablc
fin. He ft)rbad the ccmabitation of man and wife
during the periodical flate of purKition ; and all un-
natural intercourfe was fbifclly forbidden, and fc-
vcrely punifhed.

Bendes an obfervancc of the general
laws of matrimony', particular ordina-
tions were* made in refpeci to the priefls. They
were prohibited contracting marriage with*maid-
fervants, flaves™ women being divorced, or fuch as
came under the denomination of public hoflefles.
A prieft was permitted to marry a widow, but that
liberty was not granted to a high-priefl, who was en-
joined to marry only a virgin. 'l he high-prieft was
not allowed to approach the dead, but the inferior

Marriagt of

and hid their women under great reftraint™ in thefe ctfe*. The
general idea, which ailipolite nations had of the unckanncfs of wo-
men for the firll rnonft after child-birth, <«ni» to hjve been origi-
nally derived from thev’gyprians, from whom P) tli“ora* borrow ed
moil of hit doftrinea, a-iQ cfpecially that relating to women in tlieCs
circumflantcs. j

. Z ' pcrfons
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Perfons invefted witK the facerdotal fiinftion were
pemittcd to fhew the ufual forms of rclpcfcl towards
tlieir deceafcd fathers, mothers, brothers,or children.
A prieft having any difeafe <r bodily imperfettion,
was excluded from performing ceremonics at the
altar, and even denied admiffion to the temple, but
he was allowed his full proportion of the oblations.
Mofes judged that the exercifc of the facred funtUon
required a purity of manners in the common con-
cerns of life, aitd therefore deemed thofe unworthy
the facerdotal robe, who were not free fn>m impu-
tation on the fcore of moral reMitude. The priells
were not allowed the ufe of wine at the time of wcAf-
ingthe veftments of Uiei™ oHice; and the facrifices
they made were appt)inted to be perfeft in form, un-
divided, and free from impiirity.

Year of At the approach of the year of jubi-
Jubii<e. lee*, which, being interpreted, figni-
fies Liberty, all lands having been alienated, returned
to the original proprietors: and the reftitution was
made in the fol owing manner. An exatl compu-
tation was formed of the produce of the land, from
the time of the fale thereof, and alfo of the charges
which had accrued upon it, and, if the former were
found to excecd the latter, the ground was rellored
to the fcllcTj without any kind of condition what-
ever : but, if the cxpences amounted to more than
the produce, the purchafcr received the difference,
and relinquiflied the poffcffion to the firft owner; if
the produce and the expenccs chanced to be equal,
the land in that cafe alfo, again becair\e the property
of the feller. The fame rule was allb obfcrved with
refpeft to the fale of houles fitviated in villages; but
a different mode was adopted in regard to thofe in
towns inclofed with wails. In thi» latter inflance, if
the feller refunded the purchafe-money before the
expiration of the twelve months, he was intitled to
relume the pofleflion ; but, if he fullered that period
to clapfe, he was deprived thereby ofall claun to this
privilege till the year ofjubiUin< "

Thefe neceffary regulations being made
for the religious and civil government of
the ftate, Mofes now direfted his attention to the
forming of certain ordinances relating to the mi-
litary department. He, accordingly, iffued or-
ders to the heads of the feveral tribes (that of Levi
only excepted) to form exatl liils of thofo perfons in
each tribe who were xiualified to bear arms ; the Le-
vites, Deing confecrated to the fervite of God, were
confe<;juentiy exempted from every other kind of
duty. .The number of thofe thus qualified was found,
iipkon the review, to be 603,650, from the age of
twenty years to fifty. And Mofes advanced Manaf-
feh and Ephraim, the ftjins of Jofenh, to the rank of
princes of the tribes; the firfl in the rgom of Levi,
and the other in that of Jofeph, hisfather, in compli-

Cuftoms of

. Among the variety of rcafons aflignetl for it<inftltutisn, wc

may add the following: By this means G al fixed the Jcw» to the
land of Canaan, prelerved a dilund) knoT/ledee of their feveral
tribe* and families, afccrtained the very tribe and family from which
the Mefljah fprung, and thereby enabled hi« to prove the validity

WORKS OF JOSEPHUS.

ance with the requefl which Jacob made to Jofephj
when he adopted the fons of the latter, as wc have
already obferved. . . .

When the Hebrews, at any time, pitched their
tents, the tabrrnacle was ereBed in the centre of the
camp, three tribes being flationed on each fide
thereof, with wide ftreets and intervals between;
and with amarkei-place, in which were fliops of va-
H aus trades, arranged with fuch regularity, as to re-
femble a well-conttrufted city. 1 he quarter next
the, tabernacle was affigned to the pricfts and Le-
vites] the latier of whom'were numbered apart
from~he -ref> of the people, And were found to
amount to 23,880 males, from the age of thirty days
and upwards. While the cloud, before-mentioned,
continued to hover over the tabernacle, the people,
confidering it as an intimation of the prefence of the
Almighty ainongit them, remained in camp; but
ftruck their tents, and proceeded on their march,
whenever it was removed. Moics alfo diretied two
filver trumpets to be made ; thefe were ufed for con-
vening the leople, at the Removal of the tabcrnacle,
marching (V the army, &c.

The removal of the tabernacle from place to
place was performed in the following manner : on
the firll founding of the trumpets, the three tribes
which were flationed on the call-fide thereof began
to put themfelves in motion, as did thofe on the
fouth-fide upon the fecond founding of it. The
tabernacle was then taken to pieces, and the feveral
parts of it were laid upon the carriages; fix of the
tribes preceding, and the remaining fix followingit;
while the Levites clofely environed, to prevep' the
approach of all unqualified perfons. I'he three tribes
which were pofted on the wefl-fide of the camp be-
gan their march on the third founding of the trum-
pets; and the fourth founding was the fignal for
thofe to move which were placed on the north-fide.
At this period Mofes and the Hebrews celebrated
the pafichal-facrifice, being the fecond return of that
folemnity from the time of jts inflitution previous to
their departure from Egypt.

QH AP. XII
< N

<

A Mutiny againjt Mofes, in confequmce of a Deficiency
of Provifiwiis. Mir(”ck of the Quails,

T~H E army now departed from Mount
A Sinai, and after fojourning at dif-
fcrent places, repaired to Jeremoth, where an in-
furrctlion took place, the people violently upbraid-
ing MofeS wi{h naving prevailed upon them to eva-

*A '

of hisclaim to that charafter, from the correfpondence between hi*
birth and the charag\eri(lic> recoraed in the ancient prwhecic* j and,
as it has been obferved. Providence prevented any confufion in their
genealogies, by limiting their captivity in Babylon to feventy
years, in which fpacc they neither could have been corrupted nor loft.

cuate
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cuate one ofthe mod eligible parts of the globe, and
under prctence of procuring the bleffings of plenty
and happmefs for them, deluding them into a Itate
ot the molt prelfing necelfity; idlcdging, that they
.alreadjMvere in the greatclt extremity™Vom a defici-
ency of water, and if they fhould be no longer fup-
plied with manna, inevitable ruin mult enfuc. The
popular clamour againft Mofes Weing arrived at a
great height, one of the people addrell'ed himfclf to
the defperate multitude, reminding them of the
hazards, fatigue, and toil which he had encoujitered
in the caufe of the public, and advifed them to
depend upon the Almighty for relieving their necef-
fities ; butthis, inttead of appealing, aggravated the
mutiny to a more violent degree ofdefperation. Not-
withftanding the infult and indignity which had been
call upon Mofes, he appealed to them in terms of the
moil gentle perfuafionj and afliired them, that they
ihouln be fpeedily fupplied with meat fufficieni for
their fuftenance for feveral days. They paid no re-
gard to what Mofes faid, but gave vent to infuiting
and opprobrious languagt, fcornfully alking him by
what means he could provide maintenance for fo
many thoufand people. He replied, that the Lord
and his fervant would fpeedily liipplythcm. Upon

his pronouncing thefe words, an immenfe
~uai » eot.  number of quails fell into the camp, and
were taken up by the “ople: but foon after this cir-
cumftance, God judged it proper to execute ven-
geance upon the Hebrews tor the iniquity of their
conduft, and affli8:ed them with a terrible plague, to
which great numbers fell a lacrifice*. The place
whose this punilhmcnt was inflifited upon t|je Hebrews
was called Cabrothaba, or the “ graves ofluji."”

CHAP. XIIL

M OSESfends”™pia into CANAAN. They are delighted
and alarmed at the Account they receive of the State
0j the Country, and its Inhabitants. A Confp'iracy
IS formed againp. MOSES, which is defeated by
JOSHUA and CALEB.

AdlJreft of
Mofei to ihe
people.

HEN the Hebrews had arrived at
W a place called tl<e Streights, which
lies on the*borders of Canaan, and is re-
markable for the inconveniences of its fituation,
Mofes addreifed himfelfto the people in thefe words:
“ It pleafed the Almighty to promife us two fignal
bleHings; liberty, and the poffeflion of a fruitful land.
The firft of thefe his bounty hath already beftowed
on us, and you will, ere long, be eftabliflied in the

\

* Though the people exprefletl only a muttering which did not

reach the carsof Mod-s. yet the Lord. <*who is about ourhabita-i .
tions, and about our beds, who*underilandeth all our thoughts afar
off,” took notice of their difcontent; and when he had heard it,
then confiimed them by fire: whether it was only a “ greatn re, a*
ihc mountains of the i«rd fignifies great mounuins, or it wa®,
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enjoyment of the other. Wc are now upon the
borders of Canaan, and it will be in vain for the
princesof the country, even with their united force,
to oppofe our progrtfs. Yjrl multwe not cxpcd to
eifetl a conquell over this country without great
difficulty and danger. Lotus, therefore, fend pro-
per perfons lecretTy to examine into the ilate ot the
country, and of it's inhabitants; but, principally,
let us afct in concert, and let us afcribc tlie glory of
all our aftions to God alone, who wiw be conllantly
prefeiit amongfl: us, and in all our battles will be our
guard antfdefender.”

This propoial was highly approved by L
the pef)ple, who, at the advice_ of Mofes,
immediately made choice df twelve of the moft emi-
nent perfons for courage and prudence, one out of
each tribe, to be difpatched before, in quell of iij-
telligence. They travelled through the whole coun-
try from Egypt and the parts adjacent, as far asthe
city of Amathe, and to mount Libanus. Having
made ftri£l obfervations on the nature of the foil,
the condition of the country, and the manners of the
natives, they returned; having completed the un-
dertaking in forty days. The account they gave of
the extraordinary fecundity of the land, together
with the fight of the fruits which they had brought
with them, in confirmation of their airertion.s,
infpired the petnile with the mofl eager defire of
rendering themfelves mailers of fo defireablc a

country. ,
But when the fpies had reprefented to The pagde
them the difhculties and dangers of the dfed a

enterprize, the rapidand impallable rivers,

the inacceffible mountains, the nuine-

rous ftrong holds, and impregnable cities j and a gi-
gantic race of men, dwelling in Hebron, of fuch
enbrmous ftature and flrength, th'at, from the time
oftheir leaving Egypt to that day, they had never
feen any thing fimilar ;-r-all thefe confiderations, I
lay, which Tiaii -~il™e”y filled their minds with
fears and apprehenfunl”, through their infinuations,
produced the fame cfFed upon the - multitude.
Thefe fuggeftions difcouraged the people to fuch
a degree, that they quitted the affeinbly in the ut-
inofl confufion, and gave themfe'ves up, during
the whole night, to defpondency and iamentations;
loudly*venting their complaints againfl the Aiinighly
and againh Mofes. “* God,” faid they, “ gives, us the
mofl flattering promifes, but he performs Tiothing
which he has promifed.” They next directed their
refentment againft Mofes and Aaron; and hav-
ing thus fpent the night in imprecations oh their
leader and biafphemy againfl Go” they early in
the morning cnterecf into a combinatipn to put

lightning, which is termed “ the file ef God,” 2Kings, i. 12.
Job 1. 16. or a “ blaftingwind,"” common in thefe countries, we
fhall no'; determine. Fet it muft beobferved” that it fpread rirnugb-
B the tan, as the word tranflated the mtttmfi paxts j{encr«tly
figni£ci.

R , Mofes
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Mofes and Aaron to death -without delay, and to re-
turn to Egypt*.
In the midft of this dangerous tumult,

[Book V.

A confidfence in the above vifion in- A feTfre
duced Mofes to inform the populace that , [iterine
God would fubjea them to a heavy ' '

ciev and  Jolhua” the lon of Nun, of the tribe of judgment; faying, that it was not nitended as a pu-
pnrethtirgond ~ Kphraitn', and Caleb, of the tiibe of! nifhment adtiguate to their guilt, but as a laUitary
re<the gu  Judah (who " diflented in opinion fittmi | correaion of a father to his refratlory offspring.

thtiir alfoclatcs”™ in the late expedition to) “mJpon my entering the tabernacle of the Lord>”

the land of Canaan) fearing thfe confe- i faid he, “ to avdrtthe vengeance of heaven by tears

nuences which might attend tl>e tumul”® addrcfled ~ ayd fupplications, and to implore that, in his infinite
i

tinoui people.

the people to rtiiseffeft-: “ Gan you poflfibly, enter-
tain the leaft doubt of the veracity and (joodnefs of
the Alijiighty, yet, at the fame time, giv~fcar to idle
llories concerning the land of Canaan, which,are
calculatcd md propagjated merely to impofe on
your credulity ? Ought”™ou not rather to confide in i

thofe, who have exerted themfelves to the’ utmoft to f
eUablifh you in the pofleffion of thefe bleffings? The >

heieht of mountains, and the depth of rivers, are:
feeble obltacles to check the progrefs of men of"
unfhaken refokuion, engaged m a glorious caufe;

efpecially when God himlelf has promifed to be

their proteftor and defender.
fore, to the attack, without hefitation, nor harbour

the lead doubtof fuccefs. You have only to follow;
us where we fhall lead you, and truft to the power of;
the Almighty fortheevent,T his was the method they

etook to allay the fury of the people: but Mofes ancl’
Aaron proltrated themfelves before the Lord, and;
befought him, not for their own fakes, but for the,,
fake of thofe who were corp,mitted to their guidance!
and care, to calm the troubled mind™s of the multi-j
~tude, and to deliver them from the*efFef£ls of their*,
‘impotent rage. Their fupplications were attendedj™
witn fuccefs; and the cloud appeared as ufual, over!

the tabernacle, denoting the prefence of the Deity.*

___________________ oo ya—

* The unwillingneft of the Ifraelues to leave Egjypt, an4 their,

impat~nce to return thither, axe convincing prpols of an over-'
~bndtlef~ for its cuftoms and fupeiilitions. which we confider thisi
we feera more inclined than the
falfe accounts of the pagan writers concerning the Exodus, or dcpar- ¢

B O @)

Let us advance, there- *

critic*, to excDfe thrf m

mercy, God would not extirpate you from the earthi
the Almighty condefcended to reprcfent, that you
had betrayed lhocking inftafices of ingratitude for
the bleflings he had bc(towed,in reje£ting the con-
fidencetlue to the promifes he had made, and de-
jending on the falfuies and mifreprefeniations which
lad'been propagated by the fpies. Be affured that
God will not utterly deltroy his chofen people; but
the land of Canaan you muft not expea to obtain;
for you are irrevocably doomed, foi- the term of forty
years, to wandet in the wildernefs. This fentence,
however, is not meant to extend to your children, to
whom God, in his own good time, will beftow the
fovereignfy of that very fertile country, which the
obflinate infidelity of their progenitors has rendered
them unworthy to poffefs.”

The people now in amazement and terror applied
to Mofes, imploring him to intercede with God in
their favour, and obtain a remiffion bf the punifhment
denounced againit them fbr*their iniquities, and a'
delivsrance frotn the wildernefs. He gave them to
underhand, that the proceedings of the Almighty
being founded in wifdom and equity, it was folly to
imagine t]iat the punifhments he was pleafed jp de-',
nounce againft mankind might be averted by their
importunate and unjultiBable folicitatiorvs.

lure of the Ifraelites, who conqur to rtmrefent the Jews as expelled
or forcibly driven outof Eeypt; for fo indeed they were. Their
miltake was only about their ariver. The pagans fuppofed hiiik.to
be the king of Kgypt; when indeed it was the God of Ifrael iiim-
felf, by the miniffry of Mofe*.

V.

Containing TRANSACTIONS from the YEAR of the-WORLD 2454, to 2495.

CHAP

TAe HEBREWS, contrary to the Advice of MOSES”
aiiacTthe and ‘Gare aeTeateZ.

m o n g all the troubles and mortifications
which the Hebrews expcTi”*nced in thewilder-
nefs, nothing att'efted them more fcnfibly than

the rdtriflion by which God had forbiddi-n th™m to
atxctriist the conqueft of the lartd of Canaan, This
"2

meafure, however, they were determined, at all
events, to carry into executioft-; -and »s Mofes fpom
time to time'Mearneftly diffuadtd them from i;., they
acquainted him, in plain terms, that they woUld no
longer fubmit to be direfted by him, but would fol-
low the diaatcfc/of their own judgment; adding, that
they were convinced he had no other motive in with-
holding his confentj than to make himfclf neceflary to

f , them,

C
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themvby detaming them as long as poffible in their
prelem diltrcired fituation. Under this notion, they
ralhly entered upon the war, in a full perfuafipn that
(xod Vould afford them his aflilUnce; not fo much
train any jjetuliar regal'd for Moles, as from the
merly afietiioii .-whi”™* he had condarttly exprenjljd I
tor thar nation; Tiicy tkjuhted not, if ~ljoy con- |
dueled thomfclvej coucagcoufly* th«t he who ji~dfor-
merly conferred on thenr; the bicllings of lilwrty, |
ewould now grant thciilivittory: and .even adin,ittinis f
that Moles Ihould exert all his endeavours tq rend/ir j
the Almighty unfavou»able to their caule. they ima-
gined they lhould ftill be an over-match ipr the Ca-
naanites. “ Where is the difference,” f~id they,
~ whether we ate fubjofted to the tyranny of, Plia-
raoh or Mofes?-We chaogR our maftcr, u is true, ©
but our couUiuom mutt (bll continije the fimie,j'asj|
long as wc fubmit tO)be deluded b,y tii<; artifi<ejs of®
this vain, ambitious man.a Unwilling to be lopger
deluded with the idle prietcnce of fe<;lving God, of, 0
-yield to thearro”™anc” and infolonctiof an individual,
we have nomeaiis left to «xtricatc ourfclvesfrcrtn the
inconveniencics of pur prefcnt fituation, a<id to avert
thofe with which we are tareatened, than,depending on.
the guidance of the Almighty, tp march immediately-
againfl: the Canaanites, without waltmg any longer
for the concurrence of our legiQator.” ]
Such were the fentimeotsofthe people in general N
and, under the influence of this iropetuofity, they’,
marched with .the utmpfl; refolutign and confidcnfei'
to the attack. I' But the Canaanites, though inferior ;
force tp the Hebrews, r~cpived their .flipck with firm- '
nef”™ and put the affailatits tp the rout, killing a cpn-i
fiderable number of them on the fpot, anti purfuing!
the reft, even to. their cfvmp. The Hebrews were to-'
lally difpirited by this defeat™ which they apprehended”™
migiit prove flill mPre fatal to them in its confe-(
guences; and they were fo confcious of the impru-*,
dence of having joined in battle with the thnemy li£-i,
fore they had received God’sdiredion on the ful)ic(:t,|"
that they readily imputed this fhameful repulfe ,t(t m
their ramnela and difobedience*. 1,
The Canaanites were fo elated with this fuccefs, that|j
Mofes, fearing left they fhould attempt to pufli their?*
advantage furthei, confidered it as tne moft: adyifcj*
able ftep he could take, in the prefcnt dilemma, to]
withdraw again into the wildenipfs. Having prp-
ppfed this mcafure tp.tlie people, whp were now con-
vinced of their abfolute dependence on him, they
willingly alDTerted thereto, with a full de~termiiiatiprl
to attempt nothing futfher againft the CamuwitisJ
till they mould be duly authorifed by the ccfpmand”l
of thfe Almighty” j

CHAWP I a

-COItIM-nnd ’kis ~o7L,.ASdnJ
MOSE& ani AARONX relative to the Apfoif'.tmer”.
0] the latltr to the Office, of Iligh-Prieji.

. Fear always accompanie* guilt.— They had no courtgc tO re.;
;>cwthe atti?k, but gave themiclv** up 10 defpondency, anti 1O thfa

-1

4 ooit«d-upun.MUIlkaJtuuilhuicni auilliurjiil-__|

IES QF’THE JEWS,

ORAH, aman.of confiderable repu-
ration among the Hebrews, both on
accpuni of his rank and wealth, and thoroughly
verfed in the arts of acouiring popularity, entertain-
ed a ftrpng jealoufy pt the exteniive power which
~of?s had obtairiejl over the people. 1 his man, bc-
‘in~of the Jarne tribe and ftTnivVy\vith Mofes, and his
pofTcfl™ons bicltig than thofe of the other,
I<?ucj)yipj~cf?iimed Jigi'ifift (nt injuftice which had been
donp to himfelf by the A'dvtincement of Mofes to tlie
fupreme a.”hority; anti his complainfs made a ftrong
impreffipu on the Levites and thofe of his own
family. n
I Althouch*Corah's pretext “mpljed a regard for the
pi;blic welfare, yet the real ~efigji he hid irt view was,
to'difpoflefs Aaron of his dignity, and io ettablifti
himfelfin " room. The Tilanfibility of thefe fug-
geilipns won fo'much on 'tne minds o f‘the people.
le”s thkn two huridrrfd and'fifty of the chief
picn anidiig thirh unit,pd in a plot, to aeprivtt-Aaroiii
of the high-priefthood,| Tind to beftbw it onQ>rah.

The people were now thrown inrtj a great ferment,
4tk IMM-4«.44«i-moil XumukuuUimanner tp the tabcr-
nacle, crying out, “ Stone h/m! ftone him I’ pnean-
ing Mofes.) *“ Take away this tyrant, and relieve us
from the infupportable burdens with which he has
Ipaded us.*

McSfes was well informed oF the proceedings of
Corah, and of the efl'fH>: which they had produced on
die multitude. But, dcj)endingon his integrity, and
confcious that the advancement of his brother to, the
Jriefthood had hc.tih ordii'ned exprel'sly by (Jod l«m-
eif, and had not b”eh effeftcd thro\igh any tiniftcr
views of hi'rfnwn, he ntade no (eruple, being ikillwd
in the arts of ingratiating himfelf v/»th the people, to
appear before the whole mHIti«ide aftbinbled: alvd he
addreffed himfelfto Corah in thefe words;

“ 1 confider you. Corah, and the feveral perfons
who have efpoufed your caufe, as thofe whodderve
an honourable diftinttioiT; but ftill fome confideratioti
is due to the relTTTf TSwH-ople, notwithftandjng their
irtferiority in wealth aria other qualities. Had ladcd
from a felf-intercilcd motive, I mould have taken pof-
fellion of the place myfclf; but I was guided by prin-
ciples of honour and juftire. The mAlmi‘fjhty'nimrfif
appointed Aaron fo the priefthood, and that f.tl of
the Di”Minity difcharges me of evei"y criniiKal impu-
tation. J7ippofing Aaron to be inverted with th<*
facred funfcrion in conformity to' ihe divine ~eafure,
excluding the*idra of my parti™dl inteHerence in the
/:aufc,h”™ mall ftill depend upon A repetition of your
fuflfrages, without availing himfelf of any advantage
on the fcore of his former eli dion.

“ Ydurprefumption, Corah, in contending againft
the liberty of the Almighty to felcEl a p/ieft to ferve
at his altatf is an tnllance of impiety which inufl be

But ano-
ther-day will put a period tp this controverTy.” l.et
tlie cNindidates fpr this holy office affenjble t<>-mor-

minlimited guidaatt of Mofes, n»tvy|UUI»|nI|ng thcit reccjit vaunting,
and cootciiipt ofhim.
row
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row in the morning, with fire andincenfc in their cen-
fers. And, Corah, I enjoin you in particular, to
curb your ambitious views, and not to attempt ex-
alting your own power and authority above that of
tlie Deity. In the difcharge of his facrcd office, the
condud of Aaron having been unexceptionable, to
kis prefcnce on thispccahon no reafonable objeftion
can be formed. Being afTemblcd, let the candidates
offer up incenfe in the prefence of tlie multitude,
and the facrihce proving moll acccptable to the
Lord Ihall diftinguifh the man to be cojiftituted high-
pricft; and the pofTeffion of the i'acred ofMcc Ihall pe
ratified and conhrmed to him, by the authority with
which I am invelled. Thus will all contentions fub-
fide, and I fliall be no fonger fubjeft to the accufa-
tion of Thewing partiality to my brother Aaron.”

I'he multitude were appealed by the above ad-
drefs, which removed the unfavourable impref-
fions they had entertained againft Mofes, whom they
acknowledged to be a man offagacityand virtue: and
the council was now diflolved.

CHAP. 1.
Thr. Judgment of God upon CORAH, DATIIAA\ and

ABIKAM . The Friejihvod given to AARON and
his Pojtcrily.
ri"'11E people attended th” facrifice on the following

JL morning, and were divided in the interells of the;
contending parties, fonie being delirous of expof-
ing Mofes, as a man aEUngon partial and interelted
motives, and the more moderate endeavouring to
preferve tranquillity, from a confideration that go-
vernment ;uid the public welfare would be greatly en-
<langered if the commonalty were fulfercd to olitain
the afcendency. »

Dathan and Abiram were fummoned to attend in
fupport of their prt-tenfionsi.J>«c--ripon the return of
the meflengers, Mofes was informed, that they pofi-
tively determined not to abide by the propofed deci™
fjuii, on the plea that by means of finilter and indirect
prafctices he had obtamed an unwarrantable power ;
irnd that they had refolved no longer to fubmit to the
authority he had ufurped*. Mofes now palled to
certain ciders, and commanding them tttfollow him,
r™aited towards the fp9t where the mal-contents had
auemoled. Upon receiving intelligence of his ap-
proach, Dathan and his adherents, with their women
and children quitted their tents, and attended by the
guards, to relift any attack which might be made,
waited the event of this unexpefled proceeding.
Mofes deliberately approached Dathan, and then
with up-lifted hands thus appealed to™ heaven in a

* In tlic mod reproachful manner they fent him word, that they
hoped fhortly to fee the management of thfc nation in better hands
than thofethat had'led them from a plentiful fettUmcut, with pro-
mifesof a fruitful country of their own, and at laft left them to
wander Ina ftarving wilderncfs, with nothing but a pretcncc that

[Book IV.

voice fufficiendy audible to be underftood by the
furrounding multitude.

“ Do thou, O Lord, who didft condefcend to ap-
pear from the lire upon Mount Sinai, permitting thy
lervant to hear thy voice, and making him a witnefs
to thy wonderful prodigies; thou who didft confer
on him the honour of an ambafly into Egypt, lower-
ing the arrogance and pride of the people of that
country, and redeeming the Hebrews from their op-
pThbelfion; thou who reduced the powerful Pharaoh
and humbled him at my feet; who formed a drj' paf-
fage through die fea, and changed that paftage into
fea again, for the preferyation of tliy people and the
deftrutVon of the Egyptians; provided us with arms
when in a defencelels ftate; gave fweetnefs to cor-
rupt waters, and commanded llreams to burft from
the rocks when we were in danger of perifhing from
extreme thirlt; afforded us food from the fea, and
fupplied us with nourifliment from heaven; thou by
whofe diretlionour lawswere framed and our govern-
ment eftablifljcd ; who art the righteous juage and
infallible witnefs of all ti*ngs in the creation ; do
thou efpo«fc my caufe, and bear teftimony, that in
the appeals fubmitted to my decilion I have diilri-
buted juitice equally, and never fhewn partiality to-
wards the rich man, or been corrupted to onprelsthe
poor. Vindicate, O Lord, thy power and glory to
future ages, by an exemplary nunifliment upon thefe
blafphemous detraftors. Let tnem not meet the fate
of common men, butas an example, teaching gene-
rations yet unborn, to hold thy divinity ana power
in due reverence, and as they are unworthy to in-
habit the parth, let that earth fwallow them with their,,
families and all their deareft polfeffions. \f1lam”
guilty of the crimes imputed to me, may the lot of
my accufers be happinefs and freedom, and may the
imprecations | invoke upon them be direfcted to fall
a juft Dunifhment upon myfelf. But when thou, O
God, malt direft thy vengeance againft the oppref-
fors of thy people, diftinguifh, | befeech thee, the
guilty from the unoflfending; involve not fuch as
have lived in adue reverence ofthy honour and glory
in acbmmon fate with thofe who nave dared to vio-
late-thy divine commands.”

Having delivered this appeal, which was Their dreid
frequently interrupted by tears, the earth purifii.
became violently™agitated, refembling the
billows of an erxriged fea; a general conj™ernation
prevailed among the people, who confu>edly tra,
verfed the camp with expreflions of the utmoft terror
and amazement. At length, the ground on which
they ftood opened, with a hornole found, and
fwallowed up the whole faftion, together with their
Families, their tcntr, and alh their pofl'rffionrn-the
liffure clofing again immediately, with fuch exaft-

their children are to enjoy it forty years hence, whet>they are all
dead ; and as if it were notenqugh to lofe their cmntry, they had
loft their liberties too, by fubmittine to a man who impofed what
laws he plcafeJ upon themand, to Sdfrance ljimfetf.” had given
them nothing but one flavery in exchange for another™

nefsj
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pcrcciyed niark of il could pofTibly be

Such was the miferalMc end of this defijcratc faction;
manner did God at oucc vindicate both
his juittce and his power. Nor was the fate of thcfe
pcrlons m ihe lealt cominifcratcd by tlitir friends or
relations; nay, the whole niuliitude, on the con-
trary, exprcUed the greateli fati>r*flion on the oc-
canon, ccy>fidering them in no other light than as
ethe pelt of their nation, aud as men mmho were un-
aeierving even of human companion. Mofcs after-
wards alfembled all tlvofe who had offered thein-
felves as candidates for the high-priellhood ; again
referring the choicc to God himfclf, that he, among
ibofe wh() pretended to thatdignity, might be electefl,
vvhofe oblation lhould be found to be mod accepta-
ble in the light of tlie Almighty. The number of
thofe perfons was two hundred and fifty ; all men of
great reputation with the people; both on account
of their nigh rank, and oT their perfonal qualifica-
tions; and with them came Aaron and Goran. The
jwhole company placed th~mfelves before the taber-
nacle, and oegan to ofi'cr tip the incenf(; they had
brought withtuem. At this iidtanta fire fiuldenlyap-
pcared, to which that of volcanosj or of whole fo-
relts. involved in flame, bore no kind ofproportion ;
and,its brightncfsand intenfity plainly demonllirated
that it canic; from heaven alone. This fire fo ellcc-
tually confumed the bodies of Corah and his afloci-
ates, t|iat,not the fmalleft remains whatever of their
carcafes could be found; yet, asa convincing proof
that this was effc6led by a fupernatural agency,
Aaron received no kind of imurj from it. In order
"to r*petuate the memory of this tremendous judg-
ment, Mofes ordered Eleazar, the fon of Aaron, to
affix the cenfers* of Corah aqd the reft to a brafen
altar, whiph was created for that purpofe. It was
now incoritrovertibly proved that Aaron had not
been advanced to the pontificate by any unfair
niea,ns, but by the appointment of God himfelf; in
virtue of which evidence he continued to hold it for
the rt mainder of his life.

CHAP. 1V.

Regulations refpefling the PRIESTS, and other Inci-
dents”during Ye/Jrs.

Kfrfli mu- H P HE fcditlous difpofition of the peo-
iny »8airit X plc ftiU orcvailed, notwi”hftanding
the latq calamities of which it had been

* As the cenfers had been empioyed to afacred ufe, which mnde

it unlawful to adapt them to common ofes, therefore God com-
manded they (hould be beaten intc broad plates, fcnd laid over the
great brafen altar, i, e. the altar of burnt-ofFering, not the altar of
incenfe, for that was overlaid with pure gold, Ex. xxxvii. 26. ai”™
thefe cenfcrs were of brafs. vet. 39. Befidcs, the.altar of inceiifc
was in the holy place, out of the vitw of the people; and

qu*ntly pktes there placed would not fcrte as a fign to them. The
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produtlivd; and another tumult arofe, which wai
more fatal, if poUiblc, inits eff'eQs than the former;
as the caufes which gave birth to.it were of.1 nature
not eafily to be removed. The Hebrews had con-
ceived a notion that the punifhments which God was
pleafcd from time to time to inilift upou them, were
the refuk of the appHcations of Mofes to. tht; Al-
;nightv for that nurpofe. The relations of the d<-
ctafed embraced this opportunity of incenfing the
multitude againfl Mbfcs, by rcprefenting to "them
the necelTity of giving a timely check to his arro-
gance aii4 lufl of power, which, they obferved*
might be very pafily eff'e£tcd.

Mofes forefaw the approaching ftorm, and with
great prudenccf, in order ty avert the danger which
was greatly to be apprehended from the prefent tu-
multuous condu6l and difpofuion of the people, con-
vened an affembly, in which he.patiently linened to
their complaints; and that he might not increafc
the popular ferment, (“~rdered the Yieads of the re-
fpeciive tribes, each man to bring his rod, with the
jiame ol his tribe iufcribed thereon; and that the
.poll Thould be conltrrcd”on Jiini wligfe rod (hould
.bear upon itany peculiar mark of the uvourof God
towards him. This propcjfa) was agr«ed to, and
Aaron brought his rod with tiie reft, on which he
had iiifcribed the title of tlie tribe ol Levi. Moles
placed them in the tabernacle for the prefent, and,
on”~the following day re-producx:d them to their re-
ficBivc owners lii the prffaipe of all the people. ™11
tle rods were found to b* in the fame Hate in which
they were loli ihe day before, fave that of Aaron,
which appeared iiot only coverdd with branches and
buds, but, to increafe the wonder, bearing a ripe
almond alfo; the rod having been taken from a tree
of that fpccies. 'iMiis extraordioary fpetlacle threw
the,people into tlie greateft conlfeniatityi imagin-
able; and, although they could not divelt ihemie ves
hitiveh” of thfeir refentment againft Mofes and Aa-
ron, the rartcour of their enmity iiaving in a great
meafure lubfidcfty~fHii~acquicfced in the deteminn-
tion of the Almighty, wth rclped to the elettion of
Aaron, who was tlius a third time confirmed by God
himfelf in the poffellion of the office of high-priell, in
which he continued, without any farther interrup-
tion, to the time of his death. Thi!) incident hap-
pily cojicluded thofe commotions in which the He-
brews had.been unfortunately engaged, at diflerci-.t
periods, for acourfe of time.

Mofcs exempted the Levitest, who, s*ptrition of
were dedicated to the immediate fcrvice
of God, from all military duty aiid charges; and,

that

cenfers were to ferve for a memorial, to perpetuate the memory of
this rebellion, tBwarn jiofterity from doing the like, and to tcacli
tlvra by this ikd e.kaniplc to pay a due regards (0. th/aic wliom G od
has chofen to minifter in holy things, left they be overtaken with
the fame fienal jierdition.'

+ God having, by the fofeTOing miraclei, vindicated thq honour
and authority o f the priefthond, he now lets Aaron know (probably
by the band of Moies) the importance of hit ofH'ce, wherein he

S was
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that they might not be prevented” from altcndinjr
properly to the duties of their fiintVion by the care m
providing a maintenance for theinrdves, he direfted
that, as loon as the Hebrews fhovild, with the aflif-
n Almighty, have acquired poffenion of
the land of Canaan, the revenues of forty-eight of
the moft flourifhing cities throughout the countrv, to -
{~ther with the land round each, to the extent of two
thoufand cubits, fhould be appropriated to the ufe of
theprietts andJLevites; granting tfiem,befides, a tenth
part of the animal produce of the earth, which duty
was to be paid by afl the pofleflors of land*in general;
and this ordinance is to be obferved, with the ftrifteft
punctuality, even to theg”~refent time. Having fpcfken
lufficienily relpefting tbe revenues of this tribe, |
Ihall now advert to thofe particulars which relate to
the priefls alone.
Re«nue of Of the forty-eight cities above-menti-
ihe pitftf. oned, Mofes ordered that thirteen fhould
be affigned to the maintenance of the priefts, and the
tenth part of the amount.ofthe tythes, and the firft-
fruits of all the produdlions of the earth, as oblations
tol>od. The hritling of every four-footed animal
ofl'ered in facrifice, if a male, was "delivered to the
priefts to dffer up, and afterwards to be eaten by the
owners and theirfiimiliesin the city; fave onlyfuch
as, by our laws, are prohibited to be eaten, in which
cafe the owner fhall prefent a fhekel and a half to
the prieft, in lieu of the animal, and the firft-born of
a man is to be redeemed with the fum of five fliekels;
a duty is paid alfo upon woT)l and corn, as in the cafe
ofthofe who bake bread, who are obliged to deliver
a cake to the prieft.
Vow of the With refpeft “to the Nazarenes, who
Nij.rcne». obHgc themfelvcs by a folemn vow to fuf-
fer their hair to grow for a certain time, and during
that period toabdain from wine; when they repair
tothetemple, to confecrate their hair, the tim”™ ex-
fied in their vow being expired, whatever facri-
s they offer, fall to the'fhare”'the priefts : and
the fame rule is obferved wj”~regard to the feQ, who
flile themfelves Corban, which (ignifies, agift. Thefe
perfons, at the time they appear before the priefts,
and requeft to be releafed From their vow and cn-
j;agemcnts,aTe obligated to pay a certain fum, which
IS fixed at fifty lhekels for a man, and thirty for a
woman; and tnofe who are unable to pay this tax,
are obliged to fubmit themfelves to the uirettion of
the prieft.

Tne breaft and the right fhouldei of every beaft
killed for private ufe belongsalfo to the prieft. Such
was the provifion which Mofes made for*the mainte-
nance ot the priefts, exclufive of the fin-offcrings, of
mhichwe have already fpoken in the foregoing book.
The wives, children, and fcn'ants of the priefts were
alfo allowed to partake of all oblations™ lave in tlie

was to behave with great care and circumf{>eftion ; and withal hi:
aaain declares what was tlic dmv of the Levites, as diftinft from
that of the priefts. And from thence he proceedi to tell them wh«
maintenance he had fettled upon both, fox their encouiagemcnt in
doing their duty.

'people.
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cafe of fin-offerings, which were to be eatp only by
the priefts officiating at the tnne, and that on the
fame day, and without quitting the temple.

Thefe regulations being made, and the the tiume.
public tranquillity being now fully re- »n reftit t«
ftored, Mofes marched his troops to the
frontiers of ldumsea, previoufly difpatch-
ing his embaffadors to the king of that country, to
requeft a free i)afTage for the Hebrews through
his territories; engaging that his troops fhould be
guilty of no irregularity on their march, and fhould
pay for whatever neceflaritfs they might ftand in
need of. The king, however, refufed to grant his
requeft, and, raifing a numerous army, prepared to
oppofe him, in cafe he fhould attempt to force a pal-
fage. Mofes, on this occafion, applied to God for
his diretlion how to aft, and received for anfwer,
that he mufl carefully avoid being the aggreflbr:
whereupon he determined to purfuc his route by the
way of the wildernefs.

At this period, Mariam*, the fifter of De.thofMa-
Mofes, died, in the commt*ncemcntofthe rjm, fitter Of
month Xanticus, forty years having now
expired from the time of evacuating Egypi. She
was publicly interred, with great magnificence, upon
the mountain called Sin; and after thirty days,
which was the time appointed for mourning, Mofes
performed the ceremony of purification upon the
A red heifer, wnich had not been fubjefted
to the yoke, was brought by the prieft to a clean
fpot at a fmall diflance from the camp, and there
flaughtered; after which, dipping his fingers in the
blood, he feven times fprinkied itupon the taberna-,
cle of the'Lord; and the whole carcafe was then put
upon the fire, with a fmall branch of cedar, fome
hyfTop, and fcarlet wool. The whole being con-
fumed, the afhes were gathered, and conveyed to
the cleanfcft ac™acent part, by a goat of unblemifhed
chaftity. Such as required to be purified in confe>-
quencc of having rendered themfelves unclean,
either by touching a corpfe, or attending the cere-
mony of interment, was to caft a part of tnefe afhes
into a~-fountain, and on the third and feventh day
with a bunch of hyffop to fprinkle himfelf with the
water. This ceremony ot purification Mofes en-
joined to be praCUfed when the Hebrews fhould pol-
fefs the land prog;iifed them by the Almighty.

The purification'Tor the death of Ma- D«th u
riam being performed, Mofes marched Aroo.
bis army to Arabia, direfling his road through the
defert; and upon his arriv;al at the principal city,
which was called Arce. but now bears the name of
Petra, Aaron afcended an high mountain, and’ it
having been predicted to him that the period of his
life was near approaching, he difrobed himfelf of
the pontifical ftole, and refigned it to his fon Elea-

* Mariam, the fiftetof Mofes, is fuppofcd to have governed the
Hebrew women, as Mofe»did the men. She died a'virgin; and
Eufebius fays,, that in his time hci tomb was difcoveied at Kadcfhj
nesf thecajital of Arabia..

zati
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zar, as the rightful fucceffor to the dijmity. In the
tirlt moon of the month callcd by tnc Athenians
Hecatombaeon, by the Romans Auguftus, and by the
Hebrews Sabbaj he died upon this mountain in the
prcfencc of the whole array, being in the hundred
and twenty-third year of hisage*. Thils in the lame
year Mofes lolt his brother and lifter.

CHAP. V.

MOSES Jvhdues SEH6N and OG, and divides their
Kingdoms by Lot.

"HE time allotted for the mourning for Aaron be-
X ing expired, Mofes advanced with his troops to
the ~anks of the Arnon, which takes its rife among
the mountains of Arabia, and, traverfing the whole
defcrt, finally difcharges itfelf into the lake Afphal-
titis. The king of the Amorites was named Sehon,
to whom Mofes lent a veryrefpeftful mefl'age, defir-
ing pcrmilfion to march through his country, and
giving him the ftrongeft affurances that Ifls fubjefts
inoula not'fuftain the leaft damage whatevfer. Sehon
would not grant him apalTage; but nolfeffcd himfelf
of all the fords, to prevent his cromng the river.
This refufal, and the confequent conduct of the
Amorites, incenfed Mofes to a high degree, and he,
determined to difappoint their meditatedattack upon
him, by carrying the war into their own country;
being apprehettfive left the Hebrews, through inac-
tion and the want of provifions, fhould again fall
pintorfheir former irregularities. But, to avoid the
imputation of rafhnefs, he firft applied himfelf to
God, to know whether he might attemnt to force a
pafiage with the fword; and the Almighty not only
granted him permiffion, but promifed alfo vi£tory in
TheHebrtwi  the contcft. Thus encouragcd, Mofes led
dcfett te his trooos to the attack, naving previ
Ammin.md Qufty infpircd them with the fulleft confi-
dence of fuccefs, by communicating to
them the declaration of the fupreme Being in tneir
favour. Immediately upon the firft onfet, ‘Sehon
and his army fled with the utmoft precipitation, being
feized with a terror which rendered tnem incapable
of oppofing the Hebrews. They flattered them-
tielves that they fhould fecure ~r«treat in fome of
their fortified cities; *but the IfriiGlites, who were
lightly armed and very fwift of foot, purfued them
fb clofely, that their flight availed them litUe; Sehon
and great numbers of his»followers being flain on the
banks of the river, where they halted to quench
their thirft. The viftpry, in fhort, was complete,

* Aaron wm buried in the f»me place whfre he died.
cended this mountain to prepare for his<”iffolutic» ; and conferred
his facerdutal office, according tp the divine direflion, on Eleazar
bis fon. r I e

+ This Og was of the remnant of the giants of Rttihaim, who
were a mighty pewlc in the country of Baflian, or Batanea. It
would feem that this people too, as wsU a* the Ainoxites, were the
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and the Hebrews obtained a prodigious booty on the
occafion; the moft valuable part of which was a
alenteous crop of corn, ftill unreaped, of which they
lad long been in great want. The whole country, in
fad, was now become their own, through which they
ranged without coutroul; very few of the inhabitants
having furvived the late defeat.

The Amorites manifefted on this occafion an equal
deficiency of cunduf£l and of courage; having nei-
ther prudence to avert the danger, yor firmncfs to
fulUin it. The fpot which the Hebrews had now ac-
quired thofpoffenion of formed a kind of peninfula*
being fituated between three rivers, viz. tne Arnon
on the fouthj the Jaboc, which empties itfelf into
the river Jordan, on the norUi; and tiie river Jordan
on the weft.

But the Ifraelites had ftill another for- »< S
midable enemy to encounter, in the per- y
fon of O g*, the king of Galadene and of Gaulonitis™
who was haitoning to the afliftance of Sehon, his
friend and ally, at the head of a numerous and pow-
erful army. He received intelligence on his way of
the defeat of Sehon ; but this did not in the leaft dif-
courage him from purfuing his defign; and he con-
tinued his march, with a hrin refoiutioOto rifk the
event of a battle with the Hebrews. This temerity,
however, coft him dear; himfelfand hi* whole ai-my
being utterly defVroyed. Mo”Nes, in confegivencc of
diis fecond viftory, croGTed the river Jaboc, pene-
trated into the territories of Og, razing the cities
aud putting the iniiabitams”™ to the fword.

CHAP. VL

MONES invades the Country of tlu MIDIANITES,
TranfaHions hetxueen BALAAM and BALAK~™
pHINEHAS,/r(m Motives of Zeal, piUs- ZIM R
ttnd COSBItoJI™Mgth”

"l "™HE Hebrews foon afterwards removed theit
A camp to an extenfivr plain, in the neighbour-
hood of Jericho; a city famous ftirlts opulence, and
abounding in palm-trees and balfam. | ’hefe people
vere fo erevated with thetr late luccefles, that thc*y
eagerfyVilhed for further opportunities of figiiali-
zing their valour; and Mofes deemed it highly im-
politic to fuffer this martial difpofition to fte de-
f)reITed through’ Mie wajit of excrcife.. He, there-
ore> after having fpent fome time in offering facrifi-
ces to God. anrlin rejoicings and entertainments™
detached a body of his troops to ravage and deflroy

aggreflors of the Ifraelites, and fo brought Aeir overthrow, upoa
tivemfelvetunlicfs we will faj' that the Ifraelitetattcmpting to march
their army through Ba(han without afitine the king’s permilUon,
was equivalent to declaring war opon the Baflianites;. for we don’t
find that thn- alked leave to pafs th.cough thcix territories*, at they
did with rdfcdl to Edoni aiiu Sibun»

tfcC
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the country of the Midianites. The motives which
imiuccU him to commence this war werethefe :

'i'ne growing power of the Ifraelies had of late
jl:ivenj?reat umbrage to iialak, lving of Moab,. and
an ally <f the Midianites; infomuch tliat he began
to be apprelienfive for the fafety of himfdf and his
dominions: for he was ignorant thut God had re-
Itricicd the Hebrews from attempting the conqueft
of any otiier cotintry than that of Canaan. He aurft
T>ot openly attack a people whom repeated viftories
had rendered fo confident of fuccefs; J)ut being de~
lirous to give fome.check to their further progrcfs,
\v: feut embafladors to the Midianites, to confult with
them ou the Heps ncci.{rttry to be taken, fornhe
cummon fafety oT both nations.

Bai.kre/utft. With thefe embafladorii the Midianites
Beivim « ' joined fome of the principal men of their
brew nation, and lent them to Balaam,

who rcfided beyond the Euphrates, and

ha(J acquired a great reputation by his predictions,
requeuing him to return with thofe perfons, that he
miglu denounce the vengeance of Heayen upon the
licbrcws. He received them witli gi-eat refpe£l, and
after fupper was ended, addielfcd himlelfin prayer
to God, f(i®hi.s direttion how to afcl. Tlie Almighty
was pleafcdto order him not to comply with the re-
queit which had been made to him; and he thereup-
on went back to his guelts, and acquainted them,
that he would gladly have gratified their deftre, but
that CrCfd, to wliom he was uidebted for all his repu-
tation as a prophet, hifd refuf(fd him his pcrmiifion;
adding, that the people whom theycwiflied him to
curie, were the peculiar favourites of heaven ; and
that he, therelorc, would rtither adyife them to le-
cure their' friendfhip upon any condition whatever.
The embafladors now returned home; but were
fent back again on the fame bulinefsby the Midjan-
ites, at the earnefl intreaty of Balak, who ,was
greatly chagrined at the bad .fuccefs of their firlt
journey. Balaam, being defirous of obliging thcjn,
again'had rccourfe to the LyHr'iO'Know his p cafure,
v lip being incenfed at this lecond application to him
on the fubjctl, abruptly anfwered, tnat he might re-
turn with the embafladors, agreeable to their rc-
«ueft; which he accordingly did, without noticing
tue extraordinary mode in which this permiflion was
granted.. In palling through a narrow part of the
roatf which lay between two walls, and*would riot
admit*pf the pafl'age of twb perfons at a time, he was
He it recficri eucountcred by an angel of the Lord,
by bit beait, The afs on which Balaam rode, flopped
ad rqpoed  fhort at the appcarancc of this vifion j and
yan«8  upon ijjj endeavouring to make her pro-

* The aagel of the l.ord fo maved her tongue, as to make her
litter human aci-?nts. Maimonides takes all tWs that happened to
Balaam for a prophetic vifion, not being able, it feims, to reconcile
the literal fenfe to reafon. Rut there is no occaCon for having re-
courfe to that hypothefis; neither is there any thing abfurd or in-
credible in underftanding it literally; for if the Heathens believed
their deities powerful enough to givx fpeech to brute aniroals, as
ap}«ii-5 from the (loryof Achilles's horfe in Homer,and of Phrj'xus's
ram in Apollcuiut: how much more may Jews or Chriilians believe
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ceed, fhe crufhed hisfoot againft the wall r the angel
Itill remaining on the fame fpot, and the prophet
continuing to correct the ammal as bewre. But
God being pleafed to endue the creature with the

alfo, that Ihe never till now had once given him the
lead offence. Balaam was equally amazed and
aTarmedat this circumllancc, of the afs fpeaking with
a human voice*; and the angel, nctW difcovcring
himfelf, reproaol-odhim in very fevere terms; telling
him, that the bead was not in ~u; lealt to blame on the
occafiop, but that he himfelfliad incurred juft cen-
fure, by prefuming to enter upt)n ajourney in dired
contradiction to Die exprefs will of the Almighty.
Balaam was very defirous to return immediately,
but the Lord commanded him to proceed on his \<ray,
ftrifcUy enjoining him, however, to utter nothing
but what lie himfelf fliould fuggeft to him. The
above condition being admitted, Balaam repaired to
the king, who received him in a gracious and conde-
fcending inanncr, and he requcfted that he might be
jpondufleti to fome adjaceftt eminence, commanding
a view ofthe Hebrew army. Balak, attended by hi.i
courtiers and other perfons compofiiig the tram of
royalty, accompanied him to the top of a mountain
about fixty furlongs from the camp. After mature
deliberation, turning hif face towards the fpot on
which the Hebrews were encampcd, he delivered his
prcdiftions in thefe words;

B»aampre.

* Happy people! God will beftow on
you the blemngs of this world in the ut-

moll aburtdance; you fhall be conflantly diil-ftcd*'
and fupported by the divine Providence, and fliall
render j'ourfclves famous throughout the world for
your virtues : the reputation of your offspring fiiall
iurpafs even that of your progenitors; for the Al-
mighty will make you his peculiar care, and will
grant you a degree of happinefs far fuperior to that
of iNe other nations of the earth. You fhall obtain
poflefTion of the promifed land, which yourfelves and
your ifl'ue fliall enjoy to the lateft period of time.
The,whole uniyerfe mall be filled with your fame,
arid your offspring fliall increafe fo abundantly, that
they fliall be lound in every part of the earth. BlefT-
cd and wondrou-s™nation! wno, numerous as ye arc,
derive your originft'om one c.ommph anceflor.

“ Youmufl, For a time, be fatisfied with the pof-
feflion of the land of Canaan, though a ipot too con-
fined, botli for your numljcrs and your fame; but
know, that the period approaches, when you fliall’
have no other limits than thofe of the world. Your

the fame to have been effefted upok «n extraordinary occafioo, bjr
the fpecial interix>fition- of the Almighty or one of liis anet Is.

This miracle of making the afs fpeak to Balaam, fcr\'ed to
convince him dethonftrably how vain it would be for him to en-
deavour t6 -f~ak othcrwife thanXlJod ftiontd order him; ftncethe
fame power that here caufed even a dumb animal to move its tongue
very difftrenily frop> what it was naturally capable of, would cer-
tainly over-rule even liis_tongue, and"make him fay jull what, a.;d
no more than what was diflated t& him.

ifl'ue
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jfiTue fliall be numerous as the ftars of heaven; yet

f convenienciesor comforts
oi lire be found among that infinite multitude : but
the Almighty fhall confer on you the bleflings of
plenty, ncace, valour and viflory 5 and the children
or your foes (hall be your fubjetls and fervants. May
our enemies therefore, be yours alfo; fince by rifing
in oppofition againft you, they will expofe tlemfelves
to uicvitable deftruftion. It isto God, in fhort, that
you are indebted for all thefe favours; to that Go3
who alone can exalt the oppred'ed, and humble the
haughty, as in his wifdorrt and jultice he fees fit.”

Tliroughout the whole of this fpeech, it was appa-
rent that the prophet was aftuated by a liipeigiatural
and divine impulfe. But Balak vehemently com-
plained that he had faUilied his promife, and, after
having received many valuable prelents to denounce
a curie upon the Ifraelites, he loaded diem with blelf-
ings. To thefe reproaches Balaam replied in the fol-
lowing terms:

* Can you imagine, O king, that a prophet, when
delivering his predidions,*is permittea to utter and
omit what he thmks proper ? In this cafe, he»is merely
the inftrument of the Deity, who fuggeds to him

.every word he fpeaks, and he is himfelf totally un-
confcious of all he fays.

“ When the Spirit of God takes poffeffion of our
breads, we no longer retain a command over our-
felves. It was far from my intention to utter a fingle
word in praifc of the Ifraelites, or concerning the hap-
$st and glory which the Almighty defigns to be-

upon them : but I found myfelf compelled to
<<lecl”™ what the Almighty has decreed in tht;ir favour.
However, in order, if poffible, to fulfil the wiflies of
yourfelf and the Midianites, let other altars be erefted,
and frefh facrifices be offered up, and I will again
make trial w'hether God will permit me to curfe this
people.” This propofal was immediately complied
with; but God lull refufed to hearken to the foiicita
tions of the prophet, who, falling on his face, preditied
the unhappy fate of various prmces and flates, who
fhould unfortunately oppofe that chofen people; fe-
veral of the particulars of which have been fo citcum-
(lantially verified, that there is every reafon to exped
that the reft will be accomplifhed in due feafon.

This difappointrncnt incenfiid Balak to fuch a de-
gree, that he difmifled the prophet with evident marks
of difpleafurc, who immediately departed homewards:
but wliQn he arrived on the banks of the Euphrates,
he bethought himfelf of an expedient to .ingratiate
himielf witn Balak, and rtie prmces of Midian, aiid
being again introduced to them, addreffed them in
thefe words:

“ In order to convince you how fincerely I am
difpofed to gratify your withes, though in fome de-
gree, at the hazard of God’s difpleafurcj | luve de-

S Thefe women expofed themfelves to the Iuft of the Ifrjelitcj,
and enticed them to idolatry, by tke coUnfel of Balaam, who having
kiirned that the profperitjr®f Ifrael depended upon their obfcrvancc
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vifed a fcheme which, poffibly, may produce fome
eflcct in your favour.

“ If you can derive anv fatisfaftion from the aCr
quifition of a flight and fhort-lived advantage over
them, adopt thfe advice whicli I fhall now ~ive )'ou>
Seled anumber of the moft beautiful virgins of your
country”; and having fet off their natural charms
with the ornaments of art, let them be lent into your
enemy’s camp, being preyioufly inllrufctcd in what
manner to demean themfelves. If ik? young men
among the Hebrews fliould aopear to be captivated
with their I»eauty, and fhould exprefs their paffiou
with any degree of warmth, cither in their words or
a6bli(™ns, let them peremptorily declare tlieir intention
to return home dircAly, unlm's iheir fuitors will con-
fent to abandon the religion and laws of their coun-
try; fubftituting in the place thereof thofe of the
Midianites and Moabites; and, fhould thev comply
therewith, they will draw upon themfelves tne refent-
mentofthe Almighty.” Having concluded his fpeeijli,
he retired.

This advice was immediately carried into execu-
tion; and the Hebrews were effedually enfnared by
the charms of the perfbns, and converlaiion of thefe
maidens, and urged their fuit with the utifhofl ferven-
cy of pafTion. The women condutled themfelves in
fuch a manner as to raife the defires of their lovers
to the higheft pitch; and, perceiving that they had
fully fucceedea in this part of their defign, they in-
flantly feigned a refolution of returning home without
delay; but confented to Remain where they were for
a fhort time, at *the earnefl requeft of the men, who,
to induce them thereto,ea”gerly preffed upon them the
acceptance of their affeaions, their lives, and their
fortunes. The virgins mw perceived that their lo-
vers were ready to fubmit to any terms they fhould
preftribe, and one fpeaking in tne name of the reft,
addiefled them in thefe words :

“ It was not from any jnotiyes of difguft towards
fale of our perfons, "5”~we have quitted our dwel-
lings, mofl illuflrious youths, to repair to your
camp; but folely with the defign, as you are intirc
ftrangers in this country, to render you any fervice
which may lay in our power. You profefs an ardent
affeftion for us, and an earneft defire 10 retain as
with yoti. ,Could we be convinced of the finu;rity
of your profeffions, we fhould not hefitate to comply
with your wifhes, provided you will make u* your
wives, for on no*otner terms will we confent to con-
tinue with you ; nor will you, we truft, think usover
fblicitous in a matter of fuch delicacy.”

The Ifraelites were fo intent on the gratification of
their appetites, that they implicitly yielded to what-
ever the virgins were pleafed to require of them;
and did not even fcruple to abandon the ancicnt

of the divine laws, and that there wa« noway to bring a curfe nj>ort
them but by feducing tliem from their duty, hethougnt him of this
low ftratagem to accomplifli hit wicked purpofe,

T rcli“ioa
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religion and laws of their forefathers; joining with
thele women, who were now become their wives, in
the notion and worfliip of a plurality of gods, in the
indifcriminate ufe ofall iiinds of meats *, and, blinded
by the vehemency of their pafTion, gave themfelves
up to the prafcticc of every (ptties of irregularity.

The whole camp, by imperceptible degrees, be-
came infefted with the conduft of thefe men; few
indances remaining of that veneration of the Deity,
by which the f)ratEticc of former times wasdiHingnifh-
cd; for the licentioufncfs to whiclj the introdufclion
of thefe new cultoms and manners had given birth,
fo univerfally pervaded all ranks of people, that it
foon became utterly iraprafctncable to chcck the*pro-
grefs of this dangerous «vil.

zimri,a He. chicfs of the tribe of Simeon,
trew, mnrries ' Who was named Zimri, had efpoufed Cof-
comi, a mi. bi, the daughter of Zur, a Midianite ofthe
diaitc. quality. This man, at the

iiilligation of his wife, openly avowed his marriage,
and his confequcnt change of religion. Mofes, fear-
ful of the confequenccR of this diforderly conduft
of the people, convened a general affembly, and,
in a difcourfe which he had iramed for the purpofe,
reprefented to them the indignity which the me-
mory of their anceltors fuftained from their prefent
conduft, in thus preferring the indulgence of their
inordinate luft and appetites, to that veneration
which they owed to their Creator. He farther ob-
ferved to them, how inconfiftent it was for men who
had demeaned themfelves*(bberly and virtuoufly in
the wildernefs, to be guilty of i'uch unpardonable
exceffes in a land of plenty”and to fquander in their
profperity what'they had acquired, notwithout con-
liderable danger and difficulty, in the time of their
adverfe fortune. By thefe means he hoped either to
Jhame, or to argue them into a change of conduft;
carefully avoiaing to give the leaft umbrage, by
addrelling his difcourfe tg any one in particular, it
being his intention to reclaiin™i®'ife who were cul-
pable, and not to expofe tkim by a public cenfure.
Wlien Mofes had finiHied, Zimri rofe from his feat,
and replied to Inm in a fpeech exprelTcd in terms of
the molt infolent nature, in which he openly avowed
and juftified hisconduft, and alfo dehvered the fen-
timents of the whole party.

The people waited in anxious cxpc&atién of the
event of fo audacious an infult; being greatly appre-
lienfivVe that it would be prodattive of mifchievous
ctfefcts. 1Jut Mofes, being fearful leit the multitude
fhould rife in arras if he lhould attempt tb refent the
firofs affront which had been offered him, injlantly
difmiffcd the aflembly, without making the leaft re-
plyto his opponent. This outrage, however, would
probably have been carried to mvich greater lengths,

. The feafts uj>on facrificcs, among the Heathens, were generally
accoropanied with mufic and dancing, and fomctimes with pompous
pruccfuons, whith inticed youthful minds to partake of them, and
had a tendency to inflame their carnal appetites, which the women

would not let titem fatitfy uolcfs they confentcd to woilbip their
idoli.
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but for the death of Zimri, which happened foon
afterwards in the following manner. , -
Phinehas, the fon of Kleazar the high-pneft, and
grand-nephew Of Mofes, was highly renowned for his
valour ai>d ("“ther accomplifhments. This youth was
fo much incenfed againfl Zimrit, on account of the
contempt he had fhewn to the laws of his country,
that he determified to put him to death ; from acon-
yifction that, in the cafe of a fafction (imilar to the
prefent, the more exalted the rank o™ the rincleader
might be, the more exemplary onght to be his pu-
nifhment. He, therefore, repaired to the tent of
Zimri, and flew both him and Ct)fbi, with one thrutt
of his /"word. Many others of the Hebrew youths
animated with a like fpirit with Phinehas, immedi-
ately attacked the affociates of Zimri, the major part
of whom they devoted to a fimilar death with their
leader; and thofe who efcaped at that time, were
quickly afterwards carried oft' by a peftilence, which
Iwept away not only the rebels ihemfelves, but fuch
of their relations aJfo, as, by their influence and
authority, might have reftrained them from the com-
miffion ot thofe fins which occafioned their deplo-

rable fatd. The number of thofe perlbns who lofl
their lives in this manner, amounted to fourteen-
thoufand. Thefi; treacherous practices of the Mi-

dianites enraged Mofes fo highly, that he detached a
body of troops to over-run their country, and totally
root out the whole nation.

CHAP. VI

Dfjeat of the MIDIA NITES. MOSES appoin™i
JOSHUA his Succejffbr.

ANHE ,number of the troops fent by Mofes on this

X expedition was twelve thoufand men, one thou*
fand from each tribe, and they were headed by
Phinehas, of whom we have made mention in the
foregoing chapter.

When the Midianites heard that the enemy had
already marched to their frontiers, and were flill ad-
vancing, they affembled their troops, fcized upon
feveral paffes, which they fortified in the befl manner
the fhortnefs of the time would admit, and prepared”
-to receive their attack. At the very firft The Midi»a.
fhock, however,sthey gave way, and (fed, Kvbwerooirr.
an incredible nu'mber of ihtm being Kkilled in the
purfuit, Amongft thefe were the five kings of the
country.. The Hebrews ravaged the whole country,
and, in purfuance of Uic irt™lruHions given by Mofes
to Phinelias, utteijly dckroyed all'.the inhabitants,
fave the virgins, who were carried away captives, to
the number of thft-tyrtwo thoufand. Phinehas after-
-wards returned with his detachment to the army”

+ Zin»ri appears to have been very impudently wicked, aad to
have had a high contempt both of Mofes s authority, andof God’s,
whofe fervant he was; and as a fwdier aggravation of hi* fin, it is
added, that he did it belore the face of all tlie people, »nd that,
when they were moucnina fot.theu fin, lamenting the cpmmoii
calamity, and implbriftg the fardoning mercy of God.

bringing
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bringing with him a prodigious bootv, confirting of
mty-iwo thoiiland oxen, lixty thouiand aHcs, with
huufchold plate, and vcli'els of gold and (ilvcr to an
imincnie value.

U )on a diltribution of the fpoil, Elc™.ar and the
pne IS rcccived one-fiftieth part, anotlicr hftictli fell
*9 ‘hare T)i the Levites, and the remainder Mofcs
divided among the people, every individual of whom
acquired a confiderablc booty on the occalion. Moj
fes, being now greatly advanced in life, declined the
funtlionsof a leader, governor, and prophet, in fa-
vour of Jofhua, whom lie proclaimed to be his fuc-
ceflor, in conformity to tlie command he had re-
ceived From the Almighty. Jolhua was p*rfetlly
qualified to execute the important commilhons with
which he was invefled, having obtained to a profi-
ciency of knowledge in the divine and human inlti-
tutions, under the immediate direfction of his jult and
able prcdeceHor.

Pftiticnof About this time, the tribes of Trad and
dw Rcu”™n, and half the tribe of Manafl'ch,
contidention,  Petitioned Mole? to grant them the coun-
graiited try of thc Amoritcs, which had bfen lately
conauered, and was confidered by them lis a fpot
ehighly defireablc: they were the more folicitous to ob-
tain this point, as they poHeffed numerous herds and
other cattle, and the earth produced abundance of
excellent pafture. Mofes underftood this requell to
be made merely to avoid engaging in a battle, and
accufcd tlicm of pufillanimity and indolencc.

“ | perceive,” faid he, “ the drift of your (lrata-
gem: your delign is, to indulge yourfelves in cafe
«nd wdolence, while your countrymen arc,oppofing
the common enemy, and encountering the difficul-
ties which mult inevitably occur in purfuing their
viftories beyond the Jordan, and penetrating into
the country which has been promifed them by the
Almighty.”

In confequence of Mofes having manifefted a dif-
jleafure at what they requelted, they urged, that thc

ole motive of their application was a defire to ob-
tain a place of fecuritytor their wives, children, and
eflfcfts; adding, that if fortified places were toW af-
figned them for the above purpofe, no impedirftent
would remain againll their engaging in the common
caufe. and that they would purfue the war wherever
their leader fhould command *

The fcruples which *‘Mofes entertained being in-
tirely removed by this declaration, he transferred to
them the land of thc Amoritcs, in ‘he prtfence of
Eleazar, the high-prieft, 50(hua, and the other chief
magiftrates, conditionally vhat they fliould unite with
their countrymen in a league offenfive and defenfivc,
and not quit their arms till thc war fhould fublide.
Ten of the forty-eight cities beforc-

mentioned were built by Mo”es, and three

Citiciof,

r-fute.

§ They declared, that they were all of them ready to go. or as
many as (houli be thought ncccflary* Accordingly wc find that
forty thoufand of them went over with their Vrcihren, ready
lor war, to the plaint of Jericho, Dw t.iii. iB.Jof. iv. i». and they

°)

THE ANTIQUITIES OF THE JEWS. 75

of them he appointed as fanfcluaries for fuch as iiad
killed a fellow-crcature by chance-niedley, or with-
out malice prepenfe. During the life of the high-
priclt within whofe jurifdiction the homicide was
committed, the refugee was to remain in baniflimeiit;
and if thc oHender was found without the place of
refuge, the law allowed that the kindred of tlie de-
ceafed might ilay him ; but gave no other perlbn an
authority to dqirive him of life. Bozor, created on
the borders of Arabia, Ariman in Galadone, and
Gaulanan in the country of Batana-a, or Hatanitis,
were the cRies of refuge or liinttuarv. Mofes en-
joined, that upon taking polfcflion oftlie land of Ca-
naan* three cities of fancluary, having the privileges
above defcribed, fhould be cftnftrutled, among thofe
belonging to thc Levites.

CHAP VIII.

The lajl Oration of MOSES to the People: The Laws
itjhich he delivers to thcvi.

or ty Yyears, within thirty days, having now
F elapfed fince the departure from Egypt. Mofcs
afl'embled the people at a place now called Abila,
on the banks of the river Jordan, and adjacent to a
field of palm trees, andadureffcd tliem to the follow-
ing purpofe.

“ The pleafure of the Alniidity, and thc courfc
of nature requiring me fo rehgn my breath, after
having arrived fo the hundred and twentieth year of
avexatious and toilfome”ife; and it being ordained
that 1 fhall no longer employ my arms in war, or
my advice in council, to facilitate your progrefs ten
wards the land of Canaan ; lam fcnlible, in this the
latefl hour of my exidence, of a peculiar fatisfatlion
in tlie idea that | leave my fellow-foldiers and the

omit that part of my duty which relates to yOur hap-
pinefs; nor fail, according to the abilities | poffefs,
of explaining to you in what ihat happinefs confills,
and pointing out the means by which, it is to be ob-
tained : The unremitting attention which 1 have o1;-
fer%"ed iii my endeavours to promote your welfare
and happin'efs, will give authority to what 1 fhall
doliver, and let the integrity of my pail days* bear
teftimony that Tam deferving coimdence : and fur-
ther be it obferved, that the aeclaration of a man on
the verge of eternity is uttered in fincerity of heart,
and claims a facred obfervance.

“ Be alfured, that all human happinefs confifls in
the favour of the Almighty, to whom alone it belongs
to reward thd virtuous, and punifh thc wicked. If

Ilhewedbcth faith in God, and love to their brethren, thut to go in
the front of the battle, and generoully riftoe their Hvei againft fuch
powerful enemies, without any farther benefit to themfclvc*, leaving
their weak funilia behind them to the divine piote”ion.

you
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you demean yourfclves conformably fo the com-
mands of God, and to the precepts which | have
commiinicatedto yon by his order, yon fhall acquire
the higheft degree of reputation, and the profperous
llatc of yoiir afl'airs (hall conltantly excite the envy
and jealoufy of your neighbours; befides, the hap-
pinci.s you now en oy fhall be continued to you in
perpetiiity, and al your wants fhall be abundantly
iupplied. But, beware that you make no innova-
tions either your laws or religion. Adopt my
counfel, and you fhall become invincible ; for while
God is on your fide, it is a matter of no confide-
ration by whomfoever you are oppofed. Obcdi™nce
is confrantly attended‘with adequate and glorious
rewards, and is in itfeff® the greatelt benefit which
man can poflefs. Exercife it among yourfclves, and
it will render you mutually happy, and eitablifh
your fame in after-ages. By fuch condutl: you will
cnfurcto vourfelves a happy cflablifliinent; and my
utmoll wifli would be gratified, could | but fee you
in a fettled ftate before I refign my breath. To ob-
tain this, you have only to pay due attention to the
precepts which have been delivered to you for the
regulation of your conduft, and to yield an implicit
obcdience to tlie orders of thofe who fhall be placed
in authority over you, to provide for your welfare
and fecurity.

“ The divine Being, by whofe direflion you have
~cen hitherto guided, ana to whofe bounty you owe
all the benefits derived frcjm my adniiniftration, will
continue to be your guardian and pfoteftor, fo long
as you worfhip him in the manner ne has prefcribed.
Y ou will have alfo a fufficiem number of excellent ad-
vifers in the perfons of Eleazar, the high-priefl,
Jofhua, the fenate, and the heads of the tribes. De-
mean yourfclves towards them with all fubmijjTion;
for thereon will your happinefs greatly depend; as
he will uever be qualifiecl to govern others, wHb has
not firfl learnt the leffon<o obey.

* God grant that none opjr/'KToceffors may expe-
rience an impetuofity of conduB from you, fimilarto
what 1 have been too often expofed to; ior you niufl
be fenfible that my life was frequently in much great-
er danger from you than from all the attacks ofour
enemies. | mention not this circumflance with a de-
fign to reproach you ; nor would I wifh tti remind
you of your former faults at the time I-am about to
leavt you for ever. Let your paft misfortunes teach

ou prudence, and, when you have obtained pofl'cf-

ion of the land of Canaan, do not fufFer yourfclves
to be feduced, by the riches and plenteoufnefs of
the country, to depart from your duty to your gover-
nors ; but rememDer that your welfare depends on a
due fubferviency to your fuperiors; and that if ever
the attractions of wealth and iuxury fl\all render you

* Thii was commanded before, but is now repeated becaufc
the great importance of it, to prevent all ftrange worfliip. At if
Molci had fiid ; A»-tlii» injunaion, whereby your nation is con-
fined toone ccrwin place of public facrifice and worlhip, is intended

mto keep up the diftinAion betweenyou aad other people, and it made
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necleftful of that veneration which you owe to God,
and of the refped to which your rulers are intuled,
the Almighty will forfake you, and, inftead of your
Kuardian and protefclor, will bccome your avowed
foe : you fh,all lofe with ignominy the conquefts you
acquired with reputation and valour, and fliall be
difperfed as vagabonds over the face of the whole
* . -

ga!rthv.v nen thefe calamities come upon you, it Win Be
then too late to repent of your mifconduft, and to
wifh that you had conformed vourfelves to the laws
of God and your country. iKfFcttually, therefore, to
guard yourlelves againft falling into fo fatal an apoi-
tafy irt' future, you muft utterly extirpate the inha-
bitants of the countries you fhall fubdue, and totally
confume their temples, groves, and altars with fire.
Left this, however, fhould not be fufficientto anfwer
the intent, |1 have compofed a code of laws and or-
dinances, for the regulation both of your public aivd
private conduft, under the immediate direfclion of.
God himfelf; the due obfervance of which will ren-
der you the happieft people on the face of the
earth.” *At the conclufion of this diicourfe, Mofes
delivered to them a written book, containing divers
law's and rules, which are as follow;

“ When ye have fettled yourfclves in
the land of Canaan, ye fhall build on a
fpot di-ftinguifhed by its fertilitv and the
beauty of its profpc6t, and to Be chofen
by God himfelf, by the agency of his pro-
phet, one fingle temple*. In thistemple
ye fliall ereft one altar only, which fhall be formed
of unhe”yn flones, taken promifcuoufly frosi tbo
quarry, and fitted to cach other with all poffible ac-
curacy and neatnefs; ye fhall not afcend, either to the
temple or to the altar, by a flight of fteps, but by a

Laws >nd
rules for the
governmentor
the Hebrews
0 the Uiid at
Ciinaan.

gentle rifing of the ground. And ye fhall Qe tenrpe
eref£l no other temple or altar throughout oi.tintar, aaii
the land which ye mail poffefs; for ye are °ne ¢od.
one nation, and adore one only God.

“ Let the blafphemer be floned to Biafphemir

made d«th<

death, and his carcafe be hung upon a
jibbet for the fpace of a whole day, and afterwards
je'thrown into the ground with every mark of igno-
miny.

“* Thrice a year, every individual of to woadip
your nation fhal} repair from all pans of tnrice >ye»r
the land to thiN temple, to otter facrifices, fop¥-
and to implore the future bleffings of heaven; and,
by the freedom of a focial intercourfe, to give birth
to a reciprocaljty of frienUfhip among the different
members of the community. It tends greatly to pro-
mote the benefit of men of the fame lineage and pro-
feffion, to acquire a perfonal knowledge of each
other; for the imprefuon made by a word, a look,

in oppofuion to the general cuftom of idolatrous worfliijjpera, who
pick out numberlefs places for their devotions, as their iiiperftitious
prejudices and fancies diftate to them ; you are to look upon it asa
capital prccept, and take fpecial care to obferve it.

or
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or an aftiot? often furpafTes all conception ; whereas,
tins advantage \vill be intircly forfeited unlefs fiich
meetings are promoted.
A ftcand * Exclufivc of the tenth appropriated
* to the maintenance of the prietts and le-
V|tes a fccond tenth allb of tNe value ot the produce
or the land Ihall be expended in facrifices, and in the
celebration of public foiemnities irt this holy city;
as the power wlio grants us the gratuitous polfcfTKyi
br the land is, doubtlefs, fully intitlcd to a part of tlie
fruits thereof.-
Thehircof.n ‘“ Nothing fliall be offered iu facrifice
i« e 0 which is purchafcd with the wages of
€0 e« . prolhtution ; for the Almighty alJiors all
unclean pradices. Nor, for the fame reafon, Vill
any thing be accepted as an oblation which aril'es
from the hire ot a female animal, intended to pre-
ferve the breed.
jjot to reriie * Yc fhall not fpcalc ill of the gods of
te @< of other countries, nor lhall ye defpoil their
. temples, or take away anv velfel or other
tiling which is dcltined Tor the fervice of their
altars. .
Priiihoriyto “ No man fhail pt;cfume to \vtar a gar-
wor mkd  iTicnt made with a mixture of woollen and
omTEidi, linen, unlefs he be of the order of prieRs,
to whom alone that privilege belongs.
rans fo lie ** the conclufion of every Jeventh
pudicy reid year, during the celebration of the feaft of
mthefMitof tabernacles, the priett fhall read to the
CITCS. people aflembled”™the book of laws, at
which ceremony perfons of every rank, fex, and age,
JhallJ)e permitted to attend; for it is highly proper
to impreis their mriuk with a due knowledge of the
Jaws, that they may itdt plead ignorance in excnfe
for their mifco'ndntt. Oueiidcrs alfo are more eafily
rcftrained from thecommiffion of crimes, when they
know the puniihments which they are liabV thereby
to incur. The impreffions which men receive by the
ear are forcible and permanent, and, being convin-
ced of the propriety and nccelfity oflegal inuitutions,
they a%e at all times prepared to acciife themfelves,
whenever they are guilty ofa breacB of thofe iiHlitu-
tions.
HWen (0 ~particularly recommend it to you to
bt uughtthe initiate your children early in the know-
Uw, ledge of ihefe laws, as tke mott advania-
tageoiis and necellary iVudy to whiChithey can poH5
bly apply themfelves. Twice a day, therefore, let
them be put in mind of the memorable meicjes of the’
Almiglity towards them,eparticularly in their dcli-
veraiKC from the bondage ot the Egyptians: for
thankfgiving is a duty equally incumoent upon us
with prayv- liifcnbe upon their doors,
Gods  wef-their neads, arms, and other parts oi their
Hhoke bodies, memorials of the power and good-
nefis of- G«d, that they may conttantiy ?lave in their
minds the bounties of divine providence towards

them.

* Accordingly, they had judges appointed, and eonfiftorics ereft-
ed in every city, for the determining,all dificrence* arinng out ot

No. 4.
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“ In cach city let a council* he eftab- The
lifhcd, confilHng of (even perfons; men neiAky
equally famed for their virtue and piety;
and to thcfc kt twice the fanie number of levitcs be
added. Permit no man to ufe irreverent or fcurri-
lotislanguage in your courts of juftice; forbyacc\if-
toming yourielves to pay a duo defcrencc lo your
earthly-govcrnois, you will infenfibly become at-
tachrd to the prattice of all religious as well as moral
duties. The fcntence of the judge ifliilt be defini-
tive, except in cafes of evident error or bribery.
As juftice itthe point to which the proceedings of the
courts univerfally tend, it ought to be adnimiltered
with the (Iritlelt mipartiality.. It argues a dillrufl of
the divirn- power and mere/, to manifcft more fear
of the refentincnt of a man in high llation than of
(»od himfelf, as if the latter were inferior to the for-
mer; which thofe who aft\ in the above manner evi-
dently infinuate. If the perlbns before whom a mat-
ter is brought to be decided, thould, either from
the w'ant of a thorough knowledge of live partici. lars
from mitinformation, or from any other circum-
ftance, be found incompetent (which not unfre-
quently happens) to paf« judgment therein; let the
caufc be removed to the holy city, to be detemiined
by the high-prieft, the prophet, and the fcnaie. No
man fhall be condemned upon the teftimony of fewer
than two credible witnefles.

* The natural levity, and propenfity to Wonent itf-
talkativenefs in the fem”~e fex, renders
them unfit to be admitted as witnelles in a
court ofjuftice ?their teltimony, therefore, fliall hot
be received.

“ Every (lave alfo fhaII be rejeftfid as
an evidence, becaufe from the debafe-
ment of his mind, arifmg frertn the abjcftnef™ of his
condition, he may probably, either through fcar, or
fron™ motives of avarice, be induced to deviate from
the truth.

* He who prefa»&t~ralfe accufation RiNihmem
againft ariother upono”Fh, fhall incur the
fame punifhment as, iti cafe of conviftjon,
woula have been inflifted on the party accufod.

“ If a mao be found aead in any lone nomicd», ot
place, and no proof can be given, cither
pofitive or prcliimptive, of the manner in wliich hi*
death happened, the ttrifteft irtquifition, fhail bs
made, ana rewards offered for the difcovery of rhi
parties conccrncrd. But, fhould thefe meariirA il
of fuccefs, the niagiftrktes of the feveral diftriCtJ ad-
jacent to the f\>ot where the body was found, fhall
afl'emblc™ and Jtfcertain, by an exaft meafurement,
which of thofe diftrifts is neareft to the fpot in qu«™-
tion. This matter feeing determined, the inhabi;
tants of fucb diurift fh~l provide a hclfcr, whicb”
they fhall brihg into a place totally unfit for every
purpofe of vefetatton; and, after cutting the iincwt»
of the nock of the vi6tim, the prielts, Invites, and
elders, fliall wafh their hands with water over the head

the law, tho’ nor a* to the power of life and death, mhich was fcMoitl
granted them by their fovereigns, cxcept in larger ciiica®
U . of
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of the animal, and in the moft folemn manner ftall
declare their innocence, and utter ignorance of the
homicide in quelUon; concluding the cereniony
with the moft jearneft {Supplication to the Deitj', to
avert the guilt of blood from the people of that place
in future.

Theoeniiic “ A theocracj«H»eing the bcft form of
fotmmorit . government, let that be adopted and con-
e(trrtd. ftantly maintained by the Hebrews, and

the abolifhmcnt of it wilt be attended with many bad
eHc£Ets: for under fuch a government the people are
lubjeftcd to the laws alorte, which wilWufficicntly
inllruft them in every point of their duty : let them
he fatisficd, therefore,, that the Almighty deigfls to
take upon himlclf the ftprcme dircftion of their af-
fairs.
Adsic*  e«n- notwithftanding, ye fhould find
mmnf ¢ in yourfclvcs a propcnlity towards a mo-
kinr narchical gcvernment, be careful to chufe
for your king* a perfon of your own nation; a pcr-
Ibn. eminent for liis juftice and probity, of great
nKjderation, and free from guile; one who fhall place
greater confidence in the dircftion of the Almighty,
for the good government of his kingdom, than in his
own iudgment; a perfon, in fhort, who fhall conform
himfelf upon all occafions to the advice of.thc high-
priett and elders: without indulging himfelf in a
plurality of wives, or in ufelefs parade and oftenta-
tion; left this afJetlation of power and pomp fhould
in the end lead him to encroach upon your rights and
privileges, and to aflume a’degree of authority which
may prove highly inconfiftent with your interefl.
NottoreiAove “ \ e ftiall not rcmovc cither y.our own
u.idm »rks. or your neighbour’s landmarks, as they
were from the firft dengned to maintain inviolable
the peace of fociety. Let them remain immoveable
as the foundations of the earth, and as if they had
been fixed by the hand of God hiinfelfj at the ~a of
creation. The breach of this injunfclion will inevi-
tably produce wars and tumults; and as ambition is
the bafis of war, this kind o™ lujultice derives its ori-
gin from avarice.
r “ Yc fhall jieithcr cat yourfelves, nor
irSu aiy to ofif'cr in facrificclo God, the firft-fruits of
u dfe’s, or fuch trces as do not bear till the fourth
year from the time of their being planted,;
all fuch being unnatural produftions. But in the
fourth year, when the fruit is become fit for gather-
ing, let the whole be plucked, and conveyed to the
holy city, where the owner Ihall tonfume it, toge-
ther with the tithes of his other fruits, in conipany
with his relations aud friends, and wit™. the widows
and orphans.

* Thit by no mean* imports that God coiimindcd them to

jTwlie them a king when they came to Canaan, a* fome of the Jews
undorfland it but only that if they would needi have a king, he
lliould be one of their brethren. It appears from this paifa™e, that
the fault of the Ifraelites la” not in aiiLing a king” but in alking him
from wrong im tives, and in a Ucuuiout, diibxdciiy mwuiei. Sec
1 Sun. viii, 5, 19,20,

TBook 1V.

No vineyard fhall Ix“ ploughed up,
for the purpofe of its being fbwn; fince
fuperiluous cultivation will but impoverifh the
land.

Vinejr*rdi not
to be fowu.

Oxen are the only animals which fhall  to plovwith
be ufed for the plough ; for beafts of dif- ojenonijr..
ferent kinds fhould not be joined together in the
fanjc yoke.

* The feed with which ye fow the land s«atobun-
fliall be unmixed; as, by mingling feve- '
ral forts together, you will creatc an unnatural eon-
fufion. .

“ Ye fliall not fuffer animals of difier-
ent fpciies to generate ; left the evil ex-
ample fhould tempt mankind tt) indulge
themfelves in the gratification of unnatural lufts.

“ When yc reap your corn, be care- ci«ninj. ,

lul that ye iQavc a large proportion ot deleftta e
gleanings for the reliefof the p(K»r; and ye p~'-
Inall a6lin like manner when ye gather your grapest
andyourolivesj norwill youroounty gounrewarded :
for when a man evinccsm proper commiferation of
the miferies of the poor, God will fertilize the land
which he~JoffeHes, and will granr. him the
blefTing of plenty. Yc fhall not muzzle
the ox whilft he treadcth out the grain ; as
it would be totally inconfiftent with juftice and rca-
fon to (Jebar any animal from partaking of the fruits
his own labour.

* Sufier the pafTi-nger, whether he be
a native or a flranger to gather the ri >
fruit as he pafles through your grounds, “>3
and to eat his fill; but without uking any
part thereof away with him. At the time when ye™
jrcfs your grap>es, ifa traveller fhould requeft a few
junches of them, do not deny him fo fmall a propor-
tion of thofc fruits which God has been pleafed to
beftow upon you in fuch great plenty; particularly
as this fertile feafon is but of fliort duration. The
breach of this injun£lion fhall be punifhed with
thirty-nine laflies, to be inflifcled by the hands of the
common executioner. The remembrance of the
many fufferings which ye underwent, both in Egypt
and the wildernefs, ought to humanize your temper
fo far, atleaft, as to render you compaffionate to the
neceffitous.

Exclufive of the two annual tenths,
already mentionad, one of which was fet
apart for the ufe of the levites, and the e
other for the celebration of all public folemnitiesj
a third alfo fhall be levied to be diftributed every
third year among the poor widows and orphans of
your nation.

No iduUmte

comi»t“o’bl

Third terth

+ From a grateful fenfe of the fame divine deli»erajx;e, Mofe*
exliorts them to je mindful of thofe provifions made for the poor by
the law*. Lev. Xxix. 9, jo. XXiii. wherein thty are ordered
not to be over-nice and cxaft in reaping the fruits of their fields and

vinejardsj but to leave fbiaething to be gathcicd by their poor
neighhoun.

Ye



Chap. VIIIL.]

Frft fruit* o Yc fhall not ncglcQ, at proper feafons,
?r*ng your firihnfVuits* to the temple,
offering? sfter returning thanks to God, and

oaring the cuJtomary facrihces, ye (hall
deliver them into the hands of the prlcfts having
paid the ulual dues to the levites, ana fr the Iblem-
nization of the feftivals; when ye are about to re-
tiirn home, ye fliall place yourfelve* before the door
ot the temple, and lIhall/give tlwnks to God for ref-
cumg the H'raclites from their grievous bondage in
and for eftabliihing them in the polfeHion of
lo beautiful and fertile country; publicly declaring,
at the lame time, that ye have paid the feveral dues
required by the law. Ye fliall then offer lyj your
prayers to God, both for your own private welfare,
and for that of the public ; requefting not only acon-
tinuance of his prelciu favours and mercies, but alfo
an increafe of them in future.
Ly reipec A iiiaii who lias attained to a marriage-
iiigweddk able age, and is inclined to take to him-
felf a wife, fhall make choicc of a virgin, who is a
frce-woman, defcended from virtuous parents, and
well educated: but let no one prefume t» attempt
the chaflity of the wife of another man, thereby to
vCc uneafinefs atid vexation to her hufband. Ifa
feeman marries a bond-woman, he fhall not be juni-
fied on tfte pleaof love; for a man derogates from the
dignity of human nature when he fufJersnispaffions to
ufurp the maftery over him. Let no man efpoufe a
reputed harlot; for God will not accept a nuptial ob-
lation from the hands of an impure perfon; more-
over, the offspring fuch marriages commonly
manifeft their origin by the depravity of their man-
liers* .
A man, who imagining he had married

Puniflimmtof

f)‘/”ivifgmj”amvjirr’_ a virgin, finds himfelf® deceived, fhall
gin, who ii bring the matter to a judicjal determina-
not fuch. tion, and fhall produce his proofs: the
father, brother, or the perlon who is the neareft re-

lation to the woman, fhall appear in her behalf. If
the charge againfl her be not clearly proved, the
hufband fhall be compelled to entertain her as his
lawful wife, and the marriage fhalL never afterwards
be diflblved, but upon the moft indifputable evi-
dence of her guilt. But, fhould it appear that the
accufation was founded folcly in malice and calumny,
the hufbapd fhall, by way of punjfhment, receive
thirty-nine ftripes, andJhall alfo be amerced in the
fum of fifty fhekels, to the ufe of the father of the
woman. On the other hand, if the guilt of the

* Every Ifraelite being obliged by law to offer the firft-fn»it»
lui field and vineyard, ac the tabernacle, at the proper feafontofthe
yearj Mofcs now prcfcribes to them the forms of folemn profeffion
and prayer, with which each offerer {hould prefent them. Firft, that
at bis prefenting them to the priefts in waiting, h#i» to drclaie he
brings them in humble and grateful acknowMgment of the djvine
providence and goodnefs, that has fettled him and hi* family in
thift fruitful couutiy, (nirfuant to the gracious promifes made to hit
forefathers.

+ TJuis obligation is undcrilood, ~ the Hebrew doftors, to lie

a
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woman fhall be made evident, and fJie be of mean
extratlion, fhe fliall be floned to death; or, if ho-
nourably defcended, particularly from a facerdotal
family, fhe fhall be burnt alive. N

If a man fhall marry two wivesf and
fhall (from whatever motive) prefer the
one before the other, alKi the favoured wife fhall
prevail upon himto demand the privilege of primo-
geniture in behalf of her fbn, who is younger than
the fon of the other wife; in this c»fe, | fiiy, ye
fhall not comply with his detnand; for, according to
my laws, tlfe cider fon is intitledtoa double portion
of~the inheritance, and it would be unjufl to fuffcr
this Jiartiality of his father to .operate to his fon’s dif-
advantage, oy depriviug him of the above privi-
legc.

Ifavirgin, who is contrafted to one ~ virgin be-
man, fliall fuHer herlelfto be dfcbauci™d by ~ Mmiptc®
another, both parties fhall be deemed as orftduced
guilty, and fhall both be puniflied with death ~ the
man for feducing the woman to prefer the gratifica-
tion of an avaricious or luflful appetite, to an ho-
nourable matrimonial alliance, and the woman for
fuffering herfelf to be influenced by fuch bale and
degenerate motives. But, if a man fhall be con-
victed of havinp ravifhed a woman, on a fpot at &
diftance from all help, he alone fhall be fentenccd ta
death. Whoever fhall fcducea virgin, who isunder
no engagement to any other man, mall either marry
her, or, if the parents of the woman will not con-
fent thereto, let the- dl-linquent ct>mpound for
his ofi'ence by ?he payment of fifty fliekeU to her
father.

“ When a man is detefmine<f, as often
happens, to feparate himfelf from his
wife, upon whatever account, he fhall dc-
liverito her an inflrumerit, figned by his
ownjiand, whereby he engages never to rctpiire hcB
to return to him again ; and this will bear her hann-*
iefs in contraBin”~y~cofftl 'marriage ; nor will the
divotce be otherwneTyjd. But if, after the death
of her fecoiid hufband, the woman fhould be in-
dined to return to the firft, fh.e fhall not be indulged
therein.

“ When a married man dies, leaving. CafeofahuC.
no iflue, let the brother of the dece«,fea *yylek
efpoufe >he widow t, and, if a fbn fhould
be the produce of this fecond marriage, he fhall be
named after the firfl hufband, and fliall inheriv the
eftate; for it is nteeflar>" to ihe public welfare, that

family

Refpefllni a

iug with hi»
wife.

upon the eldeft furviving brother, by the fame father. And if the
efdeft brother, that married his brother’s relift, died alfo withoUt
iffue, thun the nex” furvivit™ brother was to m#rry her; and fo for-
ward, according to the cafe fupjiofed in the gofpel._ But this it to
be underftood only of a brother that was unmarried, a» aj™ar*
from Lev. xviii.. 18. And this it thought to be implied in the
words, ifbrtthftH Jnuell ttgether: for though the younger, while he
continued fintle, may be fuppofed to dwell with the~Ider, yet*
when he married, he would tlwell in an houfe ofhis own. If there
was no brothei, properly fo called, to perform this duty, the next
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femity names he preferved frcOT one genera-
tion toanotltcr, Ai>d that their poUdliuns (hould de-
volve intire from heir to heir: and it will be aconl'o-
laition to the widow to fpend the remainder of her
days with dne Ib nearly related to her fii-ft hufband.
I n Ccife ftf the refulul of the brother to conform to”i*
ordinance, let the widow f)«.*fer a complaint againft
bira to the fenatc, fcttinR forth the infult which, by
his refufal, he hadcafl up(»n the memory of the de-
ceafcd. Thertiienibcrs of the feuave ftiail then in-
terrogate him on th<* fubjetl of his conduft, and
whatever arguments he may ufe in his cfefcnce, the
refult will be this; fhe widow fliall loofen the lat-
chet of his lhoe, and,/pitting in his face, fhaM re-
proach him with the cowtempt he has manifetted for
the memory of his dcccafcci brotlier; adding, that
by fuch conduct he jufily incurred his.prpfent ptinifh-
nient. He fhall then quit the court, thwS Itigma-
tized; and the widow fliall be permitted to marry
whoever flic thinks j>roper.
Duricf - woman, of whatever condition,
joredon*  whcthcr maid, wife, or widow, be taken
nnidwife,or  jjrifoncr, and thc pcrfou who makes cap-
Zpttn. inchrK:d to marry her, they
fhall not cohabit as man and wife ’till* the
moman fhall have fhavecn her head, and fhall have
fuihlled the time of her mourning for the friends and
TelatioBs fhe may have loft in the battle; and at the
«nd of the time lhe fliall be alUrwedto enter into the
nuptial ftate. Every man who takes a woman to wife
m\jth the view of having ilKi<- by her, is bound to pay
fome attention to the wifhes of his wife, and not to
indiTlgehis own inclination at the expence of her’s.
But at the expiration ofthirty days, which is a fuffi-
cient term for bewailing the lofs of our fiiends and
relations, the marriage ceremony may be performed
without any imputation. [If he lhould, tiiroiiigh a

natural ficklenels of temper, with to fcparate Jiiin- B

fclf from her afterwards, he fhall not rcauce her to
her former ftate of {laveT"% I'ecing that fhe hath by
her marriage emancipated Uwleiflrom bondage.
Undutifut “ When children fhall be guilty of ir-
iWent«le rcverent beiiaviour towards their parents,
i, father or mother, whom nature has
conftituted their judges, admoijiiifh them in terms
adapted to convince tlicin of their folly and difobe-
dicence j if fuch admonition produce die proper
cffc8, letthe former mifcondutt of the parties oe for-
givo, as the eftefel rather of-human frailty than of
oremeditation; and this lenity wiH redound to the
lionour of our laws, and will greatly adminifter to the

of kin, whoin fcripture is alfo often ftited 6rt/6er, in a larger fenfc,
was bound to marry her. And, indeed. 1 lhould be apt to think,
thatby bmber here was meant only a kinfman ; ljecaufe tIKlaw ex-
prefly prohibitj marriages between brothers in law and fitters in law,
I-ev. xviii. 16. However, it appears from Gen. xxCTiii. 7,8. to
have I>een cuftomary in very early times, even among the patriarchs,
for brothers to marry their brother's widows, jAml Ifuetius affures
us, that fome of the Indians and Perfians, and the Tartars tb«t in-
habit Iberia and Albania, ftill retain this cuftoni.
* This law is of the fume merciful nature with that in Exod.

xxif. z6. which enjoins, that a perfon* raiment, which was
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comfort of the parents. But if the chil- ijid, ifrfffrso-

dren ftill perfcvere in their rebellion, in try. ftootdt.
utter contempt both of the authority and
advice of their parents, let the law”, in that cafe,

take their courfe; and let the parties, in confeciuence.
be ftoned to’ death, on a fpot withoiu the city, and
their bodies, after being expofed one whole day on a
gibbet, fliall betaken down in the evening to be in-
terred. The fame rule fhall be obferven with re-
fpefclto the burial of the body, hi every other cafi: of
public executions. Even the enemies of the ftateare
intitled to the rights of burial. It is fufficient that th«
delinquent fufltcrs the penalty of the law, and the
punifhgicnt ought not to extend beyond death.

“ It (hall not be permitted to oilo He- Noiecding
brew to lend to another either money, g®n
meat, or drink, upon ufury ~for it is an
unjuflifiablc action to make an advantage of the dif’
trefles of thofc of our own nation. Let it be remem-
bered, that the confcioufnefs of having done a good
aftion, is its befi; reward: thus benevolence itfelf
would become clear gairi] did man but confide in
the Almifjhty for that reward which he will indubita-
bly confcb, either fooner or latcr,™ on the virtuous and
humane. Let thofe who borrow either money or
fruits, wet or dry, make a point of difcharging the
debt, whenever God fhall enable them fotrtdo; for
thisisnothing more than depoliting fomuoh money or
effctts in the hands ofanoti”r, for your own ufe~nd
fervice upon any future oecafion.

“ If a debtor fhall be fb totally devoid
both of fhame and confcience as to neglefet *“
the re-payment of what he borrowed, the credito™
fhall demand of him a pledge, which he fhali receive
at the door, but fhall not be permitted to cnt«r his
houfc, unlefs in virtue of an order for tiiat purpofe
from the judge. In cafe that the debtor can conve-
niently fparc the article which he has pledged
in the hands of his creditor, the latter fliail re-
tain it till he has received fatisfa>ftiGn for the
debt; but if, ©n the other hand, he fhall chance
to be in very indigent circuniftances, it fhall be
returned to him again before fun-fet; particularly
if X lhould be a garment, which he may pofti®
bly want to keep him warm during the night: ib
nnich does God cominiferateVjiccafe of thepoor.

“ Ye fhall notfeceiye in pledge either a
mil'l, or any dii.ng which appertains to the
working of it*; left the owner fhould
thereby be deprived of the means of earn-
ing a maintenance. ,

rttatir*

W orlcinf
uWnfiUu not t*
be uken u

pledrs.

pledmd, (houki be reftored before fun-fet; hencc we find that an
Uraelitc was not to take any thing of his neighbour in pawn 0*
pledge, which is abfolutely requifite for the fubfiftcnce of hinlfelf
and famih'. The rcafon tffigned for tlii» prohibition, that the vio*
l.itiouof It woum be totaking a man't life to fltJgt, or to thff
depriving him of all means of fubfiftence, is very ftrong, and incul-
cates theexercife of benevolence and charity in foch a light, ajre-
flefti no fmall honour on the Divine legiflator. Both the milttone*
were neceffar)- to grind hiscom. The Jews made ufe o f hand-mills,
which they worlied one upon ~tlier, to grind their com.

be



