
Chap. VIII.] t h e  a n t i q u i t i e s  o f  t h e  j e w s .

A f a in f t  f e l l ,  
i i jg  H e b rc w t  
f o r n a v e > ;a n d  
'ftc a lin g .

Theft.

\yhocver fhall privately fell a H e
brew into (lavery fhall be pul to death*, 
and he who fteais from another either gold 
or lilver, fhall make a twofold reftitution.

“  He (hall not be fubjetted to the 
PJinifhiTient o f the law who IhSll kill aman 

, V ® or making forcible entry into
an habitation, in order to rob the farae. 
stMiing c»t- “  The penalty for ftealing a labouring
* '• beaft fhall be four times the value o f  tht
p ro ^ r ty  ftolen, except the creaturc be an ox, and 
in that cafe the fine fnall be quintuple: the robber 
not being able to difcharge the penalty, fhall be made 
a  flave to the party he has injured. ,
Hebrews to “  One Hebrew being fold to another,
*^e»ri ferve for the term o f fix years, and

*■ be then emancipated: but in cafe o f hi.s
having iffue in the dwelling o f  his malter, by any 
fellow-fervant, and fhall be inclined to continue in 
his fervitude, himfelf, his wife, and children, fhall be 
freed in the year o f jubilee.
<;oods found “  A  man w ho fhall ^nd (^old or filver 
to be leftoieu. upon the waj’, fhall inquire for ibe owner, 
and ^leltorc it to h iia :  and in regard to dattle, the 
ix;rlbn who fhall find fuch as have gone altray, fhall 

'  keep them till the proprietor can be ditcovered, call
ing heaven to witnefs that he covets not the goods o f 

another man. It is contrary to tlie prin
ciples o f humanity to take advantage of 
the misfortunes o f  our fcllow-crcaiures.

“  Let thofe who obfijrve a traveller to 
be at a lofs upon the road, direct and ad- 
vife him, according to the bell o f  their 

Itno'^Wledge and ability. T o  make a traveller the ob- 
jet> *f fport, and to impede the progrels o f his jour
ney, and thereby delay his bufinefs, argues a cruelty 
o f  difpofuion.
A g a in f t  h a e fc . “  Spcak not injurioufly o f abfent pcr-
bittri, 4c. fons, or o f thofe labouring under the
affliftion o f  deafnefs.
I..W c o n c e rn -  “  in  a quarrcl, a man fliall ftrikc 
i n g t i T w i u .  another, and not with a fword, the aggref- 

for fhall be punifhed by a number ofiJ)lows 
equal to thofe conlfituting his oflfence. I f  the party 
aftaulted linger for fome days, and then expire, no 
atlion for murder fhall enfue ; but if  he recover, the 
whole expence incidental to his curc fliall be defrayed 
b y  the aflailant. A  innji who by afla,ulting a woman 
fhall caufe her to mifcarry, fhall be adjudged to a 
forfeiture for the lofs o f a fu b jeft; and a further pen
alty fhall be intlifcled upon him, as a gratuity to tlie 
hulband. I f  the wcman die, the fentence o f death 
fhall be executed upon her deflroyer; for the crime 
o f taking away the life o f a fellow-creature requires 
that the life o f the offender be forfeited.

*  T his was tlic pricc o f  a (lave ; and can any thing give us a 
clcaier idea o f the malicr and indignity exprcflcd by the Jewt, who 
when alked by Judas, what they woujd give him to betray his inaf- 
xer ? .'infwered. T h irty  pieces o f filver; by that means degrading 
tl.r'’ r Icing to the mcannefs o f  a flave!

No. 5.

N o t to  in fu U  
t h e  # n £ o r tu >  
u a te .  ^

T h e % ra v e I Ie r  
t o  b e  fe t r ig h t  
in  w ay .

■)

“  w h o ever fliall be found with any rfoi- Punirti«eni<rf 
fonous preparation in his cufiody, fliall poi <«>eu. 
fuffer aeath, as a juft puniflimcnt t»f his malicioui 
defigns.
- “  He who fliall wilfully flrike out the t.w r.utini 
eye o f another, fhall make fatisfaftion in tomtimm*. 
k in d u n le fs  the injureti party fhall be inclined tq 
accept o f a fum money, ah a compenfation for thi; 
hurt he has fuftaincd', the law, in*this inflance, leav-. 
ing him to his option. ,

“  The owner o f a vicious ox fhall be vieioui mm 
obliged to k̂ ill him. I f  the animal cliance f  i>; kiiUii. 
to gore any perfbn to death, let him be ftoned, and 
let no man eat of his flefh ; and, in this cafe, if it he 
proved that the owner o f the Jicaft had been made ac
quainted with his mifchieyoufnefs, he fhall himfelf be 
put to death, for negletting to take proper precau» 
tion to prevent the above clamiaty. The maflcr of 
an ox that hath killed cither a male or a female flave, 
lhall pay thirty fkekels* to the owner o f  fuch flave. 
I f  one o f thofe animals chances to kill another, they 
fhall both be fold, and the produce o f the fale fhall be 
equally divided between the two owners.

“  W hoever digs a pit, or a well t ,  fhall Pit«,*e. 
lay<<boards over it, and raife a mound c>>«red. 
about it, not with the view o f excluding others from 
a participation of the water, but to prevent any 
accident which might happen therefroira either to 
man or b eafl; and if, in failure o f fuch precaution, 
any animal fhall unfortunately fall into luch pit or 
well, the proprietor o f thf grotmd fhall make good 
the value o f  thocreature fo lofl.
: “  W hoever receives either money or 
cffefcls in trufl for another fliall prefervc imruftnoti. 
the dopofit inviolate, nor fliall he fufier i»« 
himfelf to be perfuaded to deliver it to any perfoh 
but bhe legal proprietor thereof, upon any confide- 
ratifjn w'hatevcr. For, although there fhould be no 
witnefs either to the depofit, or to the necuJ*iion, in 
cafe he may have been guitiy o f it, yet nis confi ieiice 
will affuredly fupĵ T̂ '‘’lSBt,defcQ;, and will cither con
demn or acquit nim in the fight o f God, who cannot 
be deceived by the utmoft exertion o f  human artful- < 
nefs and fallacy. But if th'* depofit fhould be lofl, 
without any Had defign on the fide o f  the perfbn in 
whole hands it was entrufled, he fhall prrfaitt himl’elf 
before the leven judges, o f whom we have already 
fpoken, and fhall make a fblemn declaration, i tpoi i  
oath, that he it; not privy, in any refpccl w h a w er, 
to the manner inf which it was lo f l ; and he fhall thu.t 
acquit himfelf o f any imputation o f  f raud in tlK* exe
cution o f his truft. Bui fhould any proof arifc, in 
ftiture, that he had converted the finallcfl part o f the 
depofit to his own ufe, he fhall be fubjettcd to th(? 
payment o f the whole.

. + It Is  a commoa practice in thofe hot countries to d ig for 
fprings, and make large pits or ciftcrns, as reccptacle* for raia- 
water, which i f  left uncovered, cattle might eafily into 
them, and be maimed ot dcdtoyed thereby.
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t z T H E  W H O L E  G E N U I N E  W O R K S  OF J O S E P H U S .  [ Book IV*

Ŝ oor fibour« 
to be 

fvitdtually
f>atd.

“  Y e . (hall obfervc the ftrifteft putiQiu- 
ality in the payment o f  the la ^ u re rs  
whom you  em p loy; neither defrauding 
them of the fmallell part o f  their iult de- 

-mands, nor delaying paymetJt thereof a day beyond 
th e time thut the work is finiflied.
C h i ld r e n  a n d   ̂ injullice to punifh the chil-
f a r c f l u  tA b e  dren tor the onences ot their fathers :  o d  

puni(h«d for the contrary, if  their own diCpofition be 
t h e . r o w a u t .1 ,  ,,ajuraliy good, the circunillance o f  their 
parents’ mifcondufcl ought to be confidered as a mif- 
fortune to them ; and we are bound ratlvpr to revere 
them for their own virtues, than to defoife them on 
accbunt o f  the vices o f  others. N or mould wc, in 
all cafes, impute the vyckednefs o f  the children to 
thofe from whom they derive their b irth ; for there 
arc fome tempers fo unaccountable as not tsj be in
fluenced either by precept, example, or even by the 
feverity o f  the pmniflimtnt.
All ci*r.tioo “  Some perfons, influenced by horrid 

and unnatural paflion, voluntarily ren
der themfclves eunuchs, and thereby, as far as in 
them lies, counterafcl the defign o f  nature and provi
dence in the creation o f  the dl^Ferent fexes ; re fcind- 
ing, at the (ame time, the means o f  population, «nd, 
confoquently, depriving the world, to  the utmoll o f 
their power, o f  the benefit o f  pofterity. Their 
minds alfo, mutt doubtlefs have been totally cor
rupted and debilitated, previoufly to their making 
this infamous experiment on their bodies. A void  
ihefe wretches a,s monftersMn nature ; nor fuff’er any 
creature to  be caftrated, either ofc the human or 
brute foecies, as you, in that cafe, depart from the 
firft inuitute o f  nature. ‘

“  T he foregoing laws I have formed for the regu
lation o f  your conduct in times o f p eace; and I hope 
that both yourfelves and your pofterity will evear re- 
hgioufly adhere to them. Y et, as it muft be expett- 
«d that accident.^ will naturally arife in the belt re
gulated ftates, I fhall endeavour, in the feweft words 
poflible, tQ give you fuch a<Jyi<tv!fs fhall enable you 
to provide againft all contingencies.

“  M ay you polfefs in peace the land which G od 
bath deitined for your relidrnce, and may you qui- 
■rtly reap the fruit o f  your toil and perfeverance, un- 
cxpofed to the attempts either o f  foreign enemies, 
or o f  more dangerous domeftic foes; as an.internal 
fchifm would hazard the deftrutlion o f the ancient 
form <»f government, both civil and religious, which 
was eftablilhed by your anceltors, aod is founded on 
fuch ordinances as they received from G od  him felf: 
and from thefe you muft never depart.
>irieti»cafe “  If, howcvet, either yourfelves or 

your pofterity ihould at any tiuw be 
com pelled to enter into a war, I lincerely wifh it 
may be with a foreign foe. T o  avoidrthe blame o f 
ramnefs and precipitation, let your proceedings be 
regulated in proper form. In the farft place, fend 
.^ibaffadors to realbn with your opponents, on the 
injuftice o f their condud towards y o u ; for it is but 
right that you ftiould endeavour to fettle your difte- 
rcnces by a negociation, without proceeding to force.

Y ou may reprefem. to them that it is not your defire 
to en rid i yourfelves with plunder, that you wifh not 
to pulh matters to extremes, but are willing to ac
cept o f any terms wliich may be conliftent with ju l- 
tice and realon; not arrogantly prefuming on the. 
fuperior ad»antages. you ci\><>y in a numerous and 
well-difcipjined army, plentifully provided with all 
k indi.of militaiiy'ftores, or, what excels all, on the 
favour and protc£kion o f  an Alm ighty Power, who 
will conftantly fight on ypur fide. But if  your an- 
tagonifts Ihould determine to rilk the event o f  a war, 
meet them boldly m the field, putting yourfelves 
under the direction o f  the Alm ighty, and, next to 
him, o f the moft experienced anu valiant man you 
eaa fcR;6t from your wliole army. Entrull the fii- 
preme dire£\ion -of the war in the hands o f  a few 
o n ly ; for a multiplicity o f  leaders is prejudicial; 
not only on acetnint o f the difl'enfions, but alfo o f  
the delays which too commonly arife from thence. 
Be careful in the choice o f  your foldiers, for their 
courage muft be equal to their ftrcngth; as a de
fe d  o f  refolution in a fe\  ̂may fufiice to difpirit and 
feduce a.w hole army *.

* It may not be amifa, in thi* place, to  cxhibi'i at one view , the 
whole form, orJcr, and manner o f  incaropraent o f  the Ifraelites, 
wirh the difpofition o f  the twelve tribes, and the refpeftive number 
o f  each, as in the following

T A B L E .

EafiwarJ,

I.
I Judah, Iffachor. Zthulttn.

74600 5+400 57400
I V . Watriort in all, 186400. II.

Dan, 
-  6*700

M O SES, A A R O N , and 
the P R IE S 'l’S.

Rfmben. j 
46500

6

*0

Ss" AJhtr. 

] ‘ s  4 'SOO
5

Levites
o f

Merari,

T h e
T A B B R -
M A C L E .

Levites
o f

Kohatb,

3

59300 g; r

1
9

Naihtali. 
53400 ‘

<
• Lev itet o f

Gerflxm. 45650

III.
Efhraim. Etnjwmin,

40500 3 i io o  35400 
Warriert in all, 108100.

There wat- a peculiajr bannex orfiandaid to each o f  theic camps ; 
and every flandara had its motto or infcription, and likewife a d if- 
rinft figuTC marked thereon. Reuben’* (ianda^ was diflinguiihed 
by the figtire o f  a man ; Judah's, that o f ji  lion ; Bphraim’s, that o f  
an ox ; and Dan’s, o f  an eagle. Ezekiel has alfo adopted the fame 
four animah, in t te  dcfcription o f  hit iirft viAon. See Ezck. i. 19- 
and p. 64,

^ But

('



Chap. VIII.] T H E  A N T I Q U I T I E S  O F  T H E  J E W S .

Ejcemptloni. But thofe folkiwing perfons (hall be
excufed from military fe rv ice : the maf- 

tere ot n€w-‘biult houfes, in which they have not yet 
refided the term o f one year intire; all fuch pcrfons 
as have planted vineyards, the produce o f  which they 
have not ycttafted ; and men lately ntarried, who 

brought home their wives, left fuch 
Ihould devote thofe hours to dallianoc which ought to 
be employed in the fervice o f  their country.
Dircipiine. “  Let your iroops be kept under th% 
Fruit-tTOs to ftri£left difciijfme. I f  at any time during

■ a fiege, you*fhould want wood, for the 
conftru£lion o f  military engines, or for any- other 
purpofe, ve fhall not cut down any fruit-trees; fee
ing that they were both created and planted Tor ufes 
very  different from that to which you nwan to apply 
them. W ere they endued with the gift o f fpeech, 
they would complain bitterly for the injuflice of de- 
ftroying them, who were guiltlefs o f  the caufe o f the 
war, or, with the view o f promoting its progrefs; and 
■would add, that, could they be permitted to chairge 
their fituation, they would tranfplant themfelvcs to 
fome diftant part o f the earth. •
O f  g iv in g  “  W hen you have obtainedia viflory ,
quarter. put thoie to death who fliall refill you,
but fave the lives o f the reft, and render them your 
tributaries; excepting the Canaanites alone, the 
whole race o f whom you fiiall utterly extirpate. 
Urei^be “  N o man fhall be permitted to wear 
diftina. the drefs o f  a woman, nor lhall any wo
r n ^ , in battle particularly, alTume that o f  a man.”

Such were the laws ana regulations which forined 
^ e  bafis o f  the Hebrew commonwealth, at the time 
of tflt death o f  Mofes, who left various tfther ordi
nances alfo, which he had framed about forty years 
before that period.
Charge givea M ofcs convencd all the people on the 
by Mufei. next day, and obliged not only the men, 
women, and children, but even the flave* alfcs to 
enter into a folemn engagement, which they ratifitxi 
by an oath, to pay the urifteft obedience to the fore
going laws, unfeducedby promifes, and unawed by 
uifeats. T h ey  likewife promifed that  ̂i f  any {icrfon, 
how clofely foever he was connefclcd with them,ejther 
by blood .or friendfhip, or any body o f  people, 
Ihould attempt to introduce a change in thole laws, 
they would firmly unite themfelv^'S againft him .or 
them ; perfecuting them ■with uncoafing ardour, and 
uiterly deftroying their habitations: but, if the power 
o f  the innovators fhould be fupeiior to theirs, they 
would at Icafl enter thcii^ rotefl againft th*e impiety, 
4nd would^ by every poTuble means^ manifeft their 
utter deteftation thereof, , . , », r

This was the fubftance o f  the oath which Mofes 
adrainiftered to tlie p e ^ ie  on this occafion. He 
alfb gave them the neceuury inftrutHons relative to. 
the manner o f  performing facrifice ; an<i recommend
ed to them to undertake no enterprize o f  conie-

*  I« the country o f  the Moabites, between the riven Arnon and 
Jpidan, theie were raQuivtains which commanded a moft cxienfive

')

auence, fill they fhould firft have learnt how far the 
Almighty favoured their defign, by obferving the ap
pearance o f the precious ftones in the breafl-plate 
of Aaron, according to the manner before prefcnbed.

Mofes then gave his inftrufctions to Jofhua, relative 
to the plan of  ̂operations which he was to purfue in 
the enfuing war againft the Canaanites; giving him 
the ftrongcft affr.ranccs that God would grant him 
fuccefs in his undertaking, and prediding many cir- 
cumftances o f  the future profpcrity o^tiie people, o f 
whom he afterwards took his leave in the following 
fp eech : ,  *

I muft acknowledee my own obligaticms to G od’s 
goodnefs, for the afliitance he has been gracioully 
pleafed to afford me in all my'endeavours to promote 
vour hapninefs and welfare, in efFcfting which I have 
had no ottier fhare than as being an inftrument in the 
hand ofjSod. Let me remind you o f the duty and 
reverence which you are bound to pay to that Su
preme Power, who alone is intitled to your adora
tion. I would recommcnd it to you alfo to fet a juft 
eftimatc on the laws he hath communicated to you, 
through me, as being the moft valuable and facred o f 
all his bounties. An earthly l.iw-giver would natu
rally refcnt a ncglefl o f his ordinances, and a con
tempt o f his authority : judge th«n what will be the 
indignation o f the liiprenic Being, who is your hea
venly legiflator, when he ftiall call you to account 
for your dilregard o f his commandments.”

After having pronounced this fpeech, and blefTcd 
the feveral tribes, Mofcs proceeded to the fpot where 
he was to die ; «nd defired that the multituae would 
not follow him, to interrupt the tranciuillitv o f  his 
lall moments. They olJc-yed; but ftill purfued his 
fteps with weeping eyes and aflliftcd minds, till they 
could no longer dilcern him. He proceeded for- 
wariis, accompanied folely by the elders, with Elea- 
zar the high-prieft, and Jofhua, whom it liad picaicd 
G oa to appoint as his (uccefTor. W hen ha had' 
reached the top o f  A baifin*, which is a very high 
mountain fituated*Kpt>olitc to Jericho, he fpent fouic 
fhort time in ?-6ntcinplating the profpett which lay 
before him o f the fertile land of  ̂Canaan, and then 
difmiffed the elders; retaining with him only Elea- 
zar and Jofhua. Having bid a iinal adieu to thefe 
two pcrfons, and exchanged many reciprocal em
braces, Jie was takcrii from their fight in a cto>id, and 
conveyed into a neighbouring valley. It is recorded 
in the H oly Scriptures, that he died, left tht%woiid 
fhould; give intit) a notion that, on account o f his 
eminent virtues, he had been tranflated immediately 
to heaven. He lived to the age o f one hundred ana 
twenty years; during a third part of which time,, 
within one month, he poffelled the fupreme autho
rity among the Hebrews. He died on the firft day 
o f the mcnith Dyflrus^ as it is named by the M ace
donians, and by us A d a r: which is the concluding 
month o f  the year.

and beautiful nrofiieft o f Canaan, which Mofc* was favouitd w ith, 
a view  of, before nit death.



T H E  W H O L E  G E N U I N E  W O R K S  O F  J O S E P H U S .  [Book V.
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Tins man excelled inwiftlom , was a i'onfuiTimate 
orator, and poUcHed i’o admirable a command over 
liis paJIions, that they feemcd to form no part o f  his 
contpolhion; as a gejTt;ral and a prophet, he furpaf- 
led all who have either preceded or followed him. 
'I'hc mourning Ibrahim continued thirty days; and 
the pepple were more attetted by the lofs o f this great

* T licch araftero f Mofcs has been invelligatcd by various writers, 
failed  as well protanc, who all agree in afcribLpg to him every 
quality neceftirj’ a Icgitlator and hiftori»n. -Hehad undoubtedly 
a difiicult part toai*. and had a« ftubliorn and rebellious a generation 
to gon ern, a» any we read o f in the whole compafs ofthittory. He 
was emineotly endowed with njecknefs and'*Jfctieiice, which were fet

and virtuous man, than by  any ot^er misfortune that 
Uiey had ever experienced. N or was this the clia- 
rafcler which he had obtained among his cotempora-i 
ties alone > but he has acquired as great reputation 
withpoUerity by his writings, as he did w'ith thofe 
who lived his own time, by the fame o f  his 
aiftions*.

in oppolition to tbf turbulence aaid iinpetuoiity o f  the Ifraclices; 
aiyl was lan emiiwnt pattern o f  Him . who he ptedifted (hould ir  ̂
future rife out of, his brethren, anll^who Hicnild be the founder o f  a 
new fvllem as fuperior to that eftablifticd by M ofes,. as the meridian 
^lendor o f  the fun exceeds in brighftiefs the glimmering light and 
{eeble dawnings o f  the day.

B O O K V ,

Including T R A N SA C T IO N S from the Y E A R  o f the W O R L D  2493, 0̂ 2850.

' ....
C H A P . I.

After the Death o f M O S E S, jfO SH U A  fticceeds to 
the fupreme Comjna'n4 ; fubdues the C A N A A N IT E S , 

' and divides their Lands, Lot, among the Tribes. 
The Death of JO S H U A .

êftiua dif.
fp ies 

t o  J c r ic h o T ̂H E laft duties having been paid to 
the mem(n-y o f Mofes, and tlie time 
o f  mourning for him being now ex- 

commandcd the people to pref<arepired, Jofhtja . . , ,
themfelves for marching, and feeretly (Jifpatchedf er- 
tain perfons to Jericho, to gain intelligence o f the 
riifpofition o f  the inhabitafils, andjjie Itrength o f  the 
place.

T h e tribes o f  Reuben and Gad, and the half tribe 
o f Manafleh, having been permitted *to fettle them- 
ielves in the country o f the Atnorites, which includes 
a ievcnth part o f the land o f  Canaan, Jolhua aflem- 
bled the leaders o f thofe tribes on the prefcnt occa- 
fion, and, after reuiinding them o f  their obKgations 
to Mofes, urged them to fulfil the promiles which 
they toad formerly given him, and to aftord thdr 
brethren thc.Hebrews every alfillanct in their power; 
■with which they chearfully engaged to comply, and, 
accordingly, joined the army with a b o d y  o f fifty 
thoufand tiien. Joflnia then quitted Abila, and 
marched fixty furlongs nearer the river Jordan; the 
tents were fcarcely jiitched, when the fpies which 
had been fent to Jcricho returned, and*gaye the fol
l o w i n g  account o f  what had befallen them in the exe
cution o f  their commillion.

I'hat under the garb o f  Grangers, they obtained a 
f r e e  accefs to the city , and were indulged in examin
ing the walls, gates, and fortifications o f thr place, 
without llic Icaljt molcftation or hindrance; that, to

wards evening, they retired to a houfe, in a quarter 
of the city adjoining to the wall, where tnqy ref^refhed 
them felves; that, havingfinifhedtheir fupner, while 
they were confulting on the means o f  cft^ lin g  their 
retreat from the city, intelligence was brought them 
that the king had been made acquainted with 
arrival, and with their concealment in the R»hab pro. 
houfe o f  Rahab, and had ordered them to it««thefpin. 
be inltantly feized and put to the rack, for the pur- 
m fc o f  extorting from them a confefTion o f  their de- 
tigns; that, in confequence o f this intelligence, 
Rahab condufted them to a retired part o f  the houfe, 
where flie covered them over with a quantity o f flax, 
and told the officers o f juftice, when diey came to 
fearch for them, that it was true fuch ftrangers had 
come to her houfe that evening, about fun-fct, but 
that they had departed immediately after funper, and, 
i f  inflant purfuit were made after them, they might 
eafily be 6vertaken ; that the apparcnt fimplicity o f  
the wornan fo cff&tlually impofed on the officers, that 
they retired witliofit fcarching*the houfe, and hafted 
towards the river Jordan, in hopes o f difcovering 
them; that, when the confufion which this alarm had 
occafionca was in fome measure fubfided, Raliab re- 
prefented to them the great danger to which fhe had' 
cxpofcd jjoth herfelf and her lamil}', by fecreting 
tT\emy,and exafcted from them an oath, to preferve- 
herfelf and her relations from the univerfal deflruc- 
tion in which, it had been revealed to her by the 
Alm ighty, tht- whole city was to be in volved ; that 
tiiey cautioned her to be careful when the city fhould 
be attacked by the Hebrews, to remain clofely ihut 
up with ht;r kindred in her own houfe, which fhe 
fhould difiinguilh from the refl by a fcarlet thread 
affixed to the door, the iRtent o f which fignal fliould 
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be coniiTrtinicatcd to ihc ficneraV, who voiild , doubu 
leis, protcd from harm all thofe who Iliould be round 
within the walls o f thathoule; and lhaU iiaving re- 
iurned her re)>ealcd thanks for her kindncl’s, they 
then departed, being let down from tlic top o f thg 
wall byr a cord*, which Rahab had provid;;cl for that 
3urpofe. Eleazar ihc high-priell,, and the ciders, 
laying been confulted how far the proniife o f  fafcty 

jvhich the fpies had giveji to Rahab was binding, fi/l- 
inally pronounced U iati^ ou ld  not by any ineans be 
<lirpcnrcd with, I

A's the city o f  Jericho was fituated on the other fide 
o f  the river Jordan, the waters o f which were parti
cularly rapid at that time, Jofhua, being totafly defli* 
tute o f the means o f  palling his armv over, became 
greatly difpirited at tlic prolpe^t o f  tkefe apparently 
infunnountablc obdaclcs to his fuccels ; but God was 
pleafed to revive his courag*^ by giving him a full 
anUraiice that thofe dilliicu ties mould be removed, 
and that the river ftiould be rendered fordable, 
jonian min- O n the fccoiid day after receiving this 
cuioufly di- revelation, the promife was nj îde good 

to him, and the army pall<;d oi?er. Dur
ing the whole time that the aim y was palling over, 
the prieits remained in the midll o f thechanncl; and 
when they alCo had landed, the waters rcliimcd their 
former flate.

T h e army then marched forwards to the diftancc 
o f  about fifty furlongs, and encampcd w’ithin ten fur
longs o f the walls o f Jericho. Joftiua erected an 
altar on this fpot, confifting o f twelve (tones, which 
twelve princes o f the feveral tribes had, by his order, 
W lfttle d  from the bottom o f the channcl ftf Jordain, 
with the view o f perpetuating the remembrance o f 
this miraculous feparation oF the waters. Oji this 
altar he ofl'ered lacrifices, and celebrated tlie fealt o f 
the paflbver in the placc wht;re he was theti en
camped. I'h e corn being ripe, and the w hok face 
o f  the country overfpread with flocks and herds, the 
manna, which had been their only food for the l'pace 
o f  forty years in the wildernefs, failed them at this 
jKuntture ; but the lofs o f this fuflenance was amply 
compci-tiated by the great abundance which {iiey 
found themfelvcs at full liberty to enjoy, 
jofliua Uyt The condufclof^thc inhabitants o f Jcri- 
•he*et«jericho cJiq, in fufi'cring the Ifr^elites to ravage 
the open country, while they cowtuiued clofe ihut 
up w’uhin their walls, convinced Jofhua that no coijt 
•fiaeration would be fufiicient to induce tbcin to meet 
■liim in the fieid; and h j, therefore, determined to 
lay ficKC to the city. O n the firlt day o f the above 
icltival, Jofhua commanded a proceifion to be made

*  Rahai)’s houfewas forninately fituated on the town-wall, from 
whence, asfoon as it was dark, ft?  Jet them down by a cord from 
one o f  her windows which fa c ^  the couirtrj', thtf gates Wi>g Ihut 
by  the k in g ’« orders. 'Flie cord fhc ufed for this puiyofe probably 
conitfted o f  threads twifted together, fo as to be able to fuftain a 

-fliah's w eigh t; the Hebrew word Jhtnah not fignifying coltur, but 
any t h i n g f r o m t o  double.

+ This anathema was pronounce^, tlwt the miracle o f  the fub- 
vcrCon u f Jcricho might be perpetually remembered. H iel, in

No. 5.

round the wall >5 o f  the city, in the following order: 
fcvcn prieOs, blowing horns or tnunp<!t„'i, toroufethe 
ardour ol the troops, led the, way : thofe w ere  fol
lowed by-others o f the fame .fundion, carryin); .tlir 
jirk on iheij ilipulders, and attended by a numerous 
guard o f foldicts : the proceifion w'as clofid  by the 
elders; when they had made the circuit o f  the rity , 
they returned to the camp. This was refloated for 
fix days fuccefliycly; and on the f';venth, Jofhua, 
addrefl'mg himfelf to the army and people, acquiintod 
them that Uiey w o^d bccome mailers o f the place on 
d\at very day, witTOut the leall effort on thei  ̂ part; as 
thc«walls would fall fpontajieoudy, and leave the 
city utterly defencelefs : cnj#>ining them, at the f.ime 
time, to put every living creature they fliould find 
therein to the fword, I^ahab and her fiiuiily only ex
cepted, without referving to their ufc“ the fmalleil” pat't 
whatever o f the plunder. He farther ordered that 
all die gold and fiWer fhould be colli^ted together, 
and oti'ered up to the Ahniffhty, as the firfl-fruits o f 
their conquefts in die land o f Canaan.

Having given them thcfe inflrudions, Th« cUy 
he advancca with his army towards tlie 
city, and, after having gone in procellion fevcn titncs 
round the walls, with the priefh, the ciders, and the 
foldiers, in die manner mentioned above, they halted, ' 
and the walls fuddenly fell to the ground, without 
the agency o f any kind o f engincj or other means to 
cH'ed their fall. T he confternation o f the inhabits 
ants was fo great on the tJccafion, that they were dê , 
prived thereby o f all'power to defend themftflves: 
ajid the Hebrews, entering the city without the leaft. 
oppofition, put all withAut diflinfclion to the fword, 
fave Rahab and her friends and family, uth»i..iidh« 
who were prcfcrved by the fpicK formerly 
mcmi'oned, and condufclcd by them to Jofhua, wlio 
ma^e her many acknowledgements for the dllentuJ 
fervice fhe had rendered his agent*, and rcwardccf 
her witli a liberality beconYttf^ his high flation.

After the total extinfation o f the inhabitants, the 
city itlelf was reduced to afhes, and a nrophctical 
curfe+ was denounced agaiirfl thofe who mould pre- 
fume to rebuild i t ; purporting, tliat he who fbnuld 
lay the fifll itone o f  a new found:>iion fliould lorfehis 
-cldefl, and he who com plaed the undertaking,'hi^c 
youn|;eM fon. The gold, filvfer, and brafn, which 
was found in tli£ city, amounted to an immciife vaii«.‘ ; 
anti Jofhua d eliver^  the whole o f  it, withc>>t the 
lealt diminution,* to the priells, to be tlc}x)fitcd in the 
facred treafurv.

Jlut, notwHnflanduig the ftrifl precau- 
lion o f Jofhua, it fo happened that Achar,

the reign o f Ahalj, was fo pleated with the beauty o fiis  finiation, 
that hc"̂  rebuilt Jericho, i KiQg>> x.vi. 3+. but in the attempt to lay 
the foundation, he loft his firft-bom, and his voungeft fon when he 
■fet up the gates o f  i t ; however, it afterwards became famous on 
manjr accounts. Here the prophet Elitha fwjjctai^d the waters o f  
the fpring that fupplied it and the neighbouHng cguntry ; here 
Herod built a fumptuoiis palai’e ; and here the great Redeemer o f  
mankind wrought feveral miraeje*. ^

Y ■ • ibc
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the fon o f. Zebedee, o f  the tribe o f  Judah, having 
flifcovcred among the plunder the i<ing’s cloak, 
which was o f  gold tifliie, and an ingot o f the fame 
metal, weighing two hundred (hekels, fecreted the 
whole for his own private ufe. T o  palliate the afclion, 
he argued thus : that it was ridiculous tx) offer up to 
G od fuch things as he could noc poflibly Hand in need 
o f ;  and that he had ventured his life to obtain this 
booty, which \vould be o f itifinite fervice to him : he 
therefore buried the articles in a hole which he dug 
in his ten t; vainly imagining that he mi^ht deceive 
the Alniighty with the lame facility as he impoled on 
mankind. A t this per^)d, the army lay encanrped 
at a place to which the Hebrews had given the name 
o f  G ilgal, lignifyinjg liberty; for they conlidered them- 
felvcs as being fully fecurcd from all attempts o f the 
Egyptians, and fi-om all misfortunes limilar to thole 
Vhich they had exptTiented in the wildernefs.
The Htbrews lu  a Ihort time after the dellrufclion o f 
•ieiwied, Jericho, a body o f three thouland men 
va s dctached by Jofliuu to poffcfs themlelves o f the 
city  o f A in , which was fituated a fmall diitance only 
from the form er; but on this occafion the Hebrew's 
•were repulfed with the lofs o f tliirty-fix men. The 
news o f this check threw the Ifraclites into the greateft 
confternation imaginable; notfo much in conlidera- 
tion o f the number killed, though they were all choice 
men, as of the bad eflFeds which it might produce; 
•for, having flattered thcmfelves with a courfe o f unin
terrupted iucceilcs (in cortfequence o f  the promife 
they had received from (Jod) they pcvccived that the 
fpirits o f their enemies were now revived, and this 
refleftioji induccd them to 'fet apart a whole day to 
the purpofc o f fafting and humbling vhemfelves be
fore G od. So univerfal was the derfpondency with 
which the army was afl'efted, that Jofhua adarrflcd 
him felf to the Almighty on the occaiion with ijiore 
than ufual importunity.

Jofhua remained proiftate on the ground, whilfl 
he prayed; at tlic conclufion G od commanded him to 
rift, and to purify the army from a pollution which it 
had contrafcled, by afecret and facrilegious theft, for 
which atonement muft be made; enjoining him, at 
the fame time, to caft lots for the difcovery o f the 
ofiender, who fhould inftantly be put to death; after 
which the Ifraelites fhould infallibly obtain'the vic- 
A c W .  c r im e  tory over their enemies. Jofhua, hav- 
iiitovtrfo, i„g  received thefc inftruftions and affu- 
in puni e . rauccs, ̂ cxjinmuiiicatcd ■ flitm to the peo
p le ; and, in the prefence o f  pLlcazar the high-pneft, 
and the princes o f the loveral tribes, cafJ k»ts as he 
had been commanded; taking firit the tribes, fe- 
condly, tho families of each tribe, and laflly, the 
individuals o f each fam ily; when,'in the conclufion, 
the lot fell upon Achar, who was of* the family o f 
Zacharis, o f the tribe o f Judah. He was immedi
ately fcizcd, and, finding himfelf deletled, ackuow-

* G od woulJ not dcflroy A i by a miracle, aihch»< donejeri- 
cUo, becaufe the people were now to i^^pcar furmidabic to other n v  
lions, both on account of their couragc and policy. T hey were all

lodged the faft, and delivered up the effefts he had 
fccreted in the fight of all prefent. He was inflantly 
dragged away to an ignominious death; and his body, 
like that o f  a common malcfaftor, was interred w'ith- 
out any o f thf cuftomary honours.

T h e army being thus purified, Jofliua Ain taken »nd 
led them againfUuie city o f A in *  or A i, ^ ’
having previoufly planted a body o f troops in ambuf- 
cUde, and the next mornine at day-brcak oHcrcd the 
enemy battle. T h e people ̂ A i n  were fo elated w'itlt 
their rocent fuccefs, that witfi the moft daring intre- 
lidity they attacked the Ifraelites, who, on their 
ide, fcjgncd to give ground, till they had drawn 

their foes to a convenient diftancc from the city ; 
when, upon a figiial given, they halted, and, at the 
fame iiiftant, the troops which had been placed in 
ambufcade, f'uddenly entered the city, with little or 
no refiffance on the part o f  the inhabitants, the ma
jority o f  whom had got upon the walls to be fpcfcta- 
tors o f  the battle; imagining, from •the appearance 
o f matters, that the victoi*y was already nearly won. 
A  dread&il flaughter, however, enfued in the c ity ; 
and thofe^roops which had marclicd oiit to the at
tack, having been, in the intermediate time, to tally ' 
defeated by the army o f  Jofhua, retreated tow'ards 
Ain for flielter; but, when they perceived the difaf- 
ter which had befallen their city, they fled, in the 
utmofl confufion, to feek an afylum in the fields and 
w oods; but o f  thofe who efcaped in this manner, the 
number was very inconfidefame. T he booty taken 
on this occafion was o f  an immenfe v a lu e ; confifling 
o f a vaff number o f women, children, and bond flavg^ 
a prodigious quantity o f  plate and coflly furniflirej 
numt-rous flocks and herds, and coined money to a 
very  large amount. Both the city, and all the adja
cent country, in fhort, abounded in riches, and the 
plunder was divided among the troops which were 
encamped in Galgala.

T h e Gibeonites, whofe country was fi- Fr«u<iui*nt 
tuated at a fmall diftance from Jerufalem, 
haying learnt the wretched fate o f the two 
cities o f  Jericho and Ain, began to reflett that a like 
doom, in all probability, would foon befall them- 
felves, unlefs they could devife fome expedient to  
ward off the impending danger. T h ey  propofed to 
their nei^hbours.the Cephirites, and to the people o f  
Kerjath-jcarim, to unite witbthein in alblicuauoit lO 
tiie Hebrews for an alliance, reprefenting to them, 
that, if  tl]iey fhould not fucceed in their views, their 
common interefl req^uired what they fhould join their 
forces, ill mutual affiftance o f  each other. T h ep ro - 
pofal was adopted, and a deputation was fent to 
Jofhua, confifling o f fuch perfons as were deemed 
the beu qualified for the tafk o f executing fuch a 
commifTion. Thefe deputies were inftruEed cau,ti.- 
oufly to conical from Jofhiia the knowledge o f their 
being Canaanites, but, on the contrary, to iutinuate

ro go up, though before they thought it might be takeo by thior 
thoufand men, becaufe their former defeat fhould not intimidate 
them, and bccaufc they might all enjoy the benefit o f  the plunder.

that
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that they came from a diftant land, and that they held 
no connexion whatever with the people oF that coun
try. T h ey were farther itiftrutted to pretend, that 
the fame which the Hebrtws had acquired had indu
ced them to come thus far, to form ati'alliancc with 
them; obferving that the condition o f  their cloaths 
evinccd the great length o f  the journey they had 
tak en ; being now worn to tatters, although quite 
new when they firft d ep m ed  from home. The gaV- 
ments themfelves, alfo^/Cere adapted, both in point 
o f  materials, and evcrf^ other particular, to favour 
the deception. T h ey  accordingly prefented them- 
lelyes, thus habited, before the alfembly^of the 
chiefs o f  the H cbicw s, in the quality o f  deputies from 
the Gibeonites, the Cephirites, and the people o f 
Kerjath-jearim-; requelting to be admitted to the ho
nor o f  an alliance with them, and ofl'ering them their 
friendfhip and affiftance, on the foie condition o f 
being lecured in the enjoyment o f  their rights and 
p rivileges; adding, that they were apprized o f the 
)rqmil(es o f  God to the Ifr«elites, to put them in pof- 
effion o f the whole land o f  Canaan, an(kfincercly 

congratulated them on this nrediledion Af the A l
mighty for Iheir nation. Jofliua was fo far deceived 
by  the fpecious pretext and appearance o f  thele men, 
that he readily entered into a treaty with them, to 
which the high-prielt and the elders acccdcd at the 
lame tim e; and it was afterwards ratified, in the moll 
folemn manner, in the prefence and with the conli:nt 
o f the whole multitude affcmbled. Having thus inii- 
dioufly efJeftcd their purpofe, the deputies now re- 
turiiea to their refpctiive cities t .  Soon afterwards 
JfWfua advanced with the army to that pCart o f  the 
land o f  Canaan which ^orders upon the plains. 
T h e i r  i r t i i i r e  Ilcre he Icamt that thofe Gibeonites and 
d ifc o v e r td .  their Confederates were of the CanaanitHh 
race, and dwelt not far from Jerufalem. He, 
therefore, commanded the attendance o f  Ibmc o f  the 
principal men o f  the country, and reproached them 
with the diljngenuoufnefs o f  their late conduttj 
which they vindicated in the belt manner they were 
T h e i r  p u n i ih -  able upon the plca o f  necefTity. Wlven the 
mcnt. high-prieft and the elders were confultcd as
to the validity o f  a treaty thus furreptitioufly ob
tained, they were clearly o f opinion that it could not 
in ju ilice be difpenfed with; but uropoled, by way.

I . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  I ■ ■ ■ I M . I  I I * ,  II I . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

+ Puffcndorff obferve*, tliat “  the anifice o f the Gibeonites had 
nothing Uameable in it , nor doe* it properly deferve tfce name o f a 
I r e ; fc r what crime is there In  » n j  one’s malcing ufe of an innotent 
Action, in order to chide the fury o f an enemyr, that would deftroy 
all before them ? N or indeed did the Ifraelites properly receive any 
damage from this i n ^ f tu r e ; for what does any one lofc, in not 
(hedding the blood o f another, after having fo weakened aud difar- 
med him , that he is no longer able to rebel againft him ? ’ H ad the 
Ifraelitc^, indeed, been only a corr.pany of banditti, w!io were car
rying blood and df'fotoion into countries where ti!ey had no r ig h t; 
or had the Gibeonites been ignorant that a miraciiloas Providence 
con(>.urted thofe conquerors; the fraud which t h ^  here praftifed, 
m ight have been deemed innocent. But the cafe o f thelfraelites was 
particu lar: and if, in other things, they went contrary to truth, in 
this they certainly adhered to it, ^j-hsn they told Jofflua, We are 
come bctaufc o f  the name o f  the Lord tliy G od, for we have heard

o f modification, that the Gibeonites atrd the relt 
fhould be condemned to the moU fervile offices o f  la
bour, to which condition they gladly fubmitted for 
the prelervation o f their lives.

W hen this revolt o f the Gibeonites, and 
their alliance v'ith the Hebrews, was com- 
municated to the king o f Jerufalem, he 
was lb highly incenfed on the occafion, that, joining 
his troops with thofe o f the kings o f four o f the neigh
bouring diftrids, he laid fiegc to their city ; encamp
ing his arn*y near a certain fountain not far diflant 
from the walls o f the place. 1 n this emer- They .ppiy le 
jen ty the Gibeonites applied to Jofhua JoAu*. 
or aHiltance; being thus ccwpelled to have recourfe 

to thofe who had taken up arms againft them, to pi e- 
ferve them from the attacks even o f  their own couii- 
trym ea and neighbours. Jofhua haftened 
to their aid, and, after marching night and cocnet th 0  

day, attacked the enemy early in the 
morning, at the very infiant they were 
about to afl'ault the place; totally routed, and purfurd 
them through a confiderable extent o f country, as far 
as the valley o f  Bethorar Never did the Alm ighty 
nianifelt himfeif more ftrongly in favour o f  the H e
brews, than on the prefent occafion; for, exclufive 
o f a violent ftorm of thunder and lightning, accoin* 
panied with hail o f a fiirprifjng fize, which lalted 
during the whole time o f tiie battle, the fun itlelf, to 
the utter amazement o f every fpeftator, it(K)d ilill in 
the f\rinainent, and thus pfolonged the day far lx;yond 
its ufual extent^ that the Hebrews might have fnili- 
cient day-light to complete their virtory ov.cr their 
enemies. The five k in *  fled for fafety to •ndpuuihem 
the cave o f  Makkada, where they were all 
difcovered by Jofhua, who put them to death. The 
circwmflanceof the progrefs o f  the fun being flopjjcd 
is f i l̂ly authenticated in the copies o f the facred wri
tings, which are dc))ofited in the teiDple|. After 
this vi£lory, Joihua marcllffl the army back to the 
hilly part o f  Canaan, where he put great numbers o f 
the people to the fword, ac(|uired a large booty iu 
cattle, and then returned with his troops to Gilgal.

T h e fame o f the military .'•ttions o f the Hebrews 
fprcad univerfal terror through the land. Neverthe- 
lefs, the kings o f that part of the country o f Canaat) 
which lies contiguous to Moujit Libanus, and to the

o f the fame of him , gnd all that he did ia Egypt, tcc. l^ ie  idea 
which they had corcei\^d (hould have put them upon fome other ex- 
jiedient than that o f  ly in" and dcceit. They fhould have inquia-d 
into tiie caufe o f  G od’s ieverity againll them ; they ftiould have ac
knowledged that it  was their grievous (ini which drew down hiii 
heavy judgments upon their nation; and after they had rcj'entcd, 
tliey (huulH ha.ve left the reft to Providencc.

J  T h e  viftories o f  this day are the moft wonderful of obtained 
by the Ifnielites, on account o f the remarkable iriterpofition of the 
M'oft H igh, ' ' r h e  miracles which were performed were fuiteJ to 
convince the Heathens o f the abfurdity o f tncir fuperHitions,and that 
the deities they worlhippcd, which were the fun, moon, and ilars, 
were fubjet^ to the God o f Ifrael. Hail-flones were poured from hea- 
ven in great abundance, and the fun and moon were fta) ed in their 
coutfe, to (hew that the G od o f Ifraci fought for Ifracl!

plains,



88 T H E  W H O L E  G E N U I N E  W O R K S  OF  j O S E P n U S .  [BookV.

T,'he C a n n a n -  
i m  lu b d u e d  
a n d  e x te r m i
n a te d ,  am i 
t iK jr  c o u n try  
polieired bŷ 
tUe i i r v e lu e i .

plains, as all'o the krnjj.'* o f the Phirvftines, united 
ilieir I'urccs, with the view of attacking the He- 
hr<?w», and eiicanipwl, with an army' coiTfifling of; 
throe huiidrc'd tlioiilknd foot, ten thoufand hoi-lcv 

'  iuid two thoiiliiHd cliariols, near ;i city namtd Be- 
rothe, which is litiiatcd at a finall diltance from the’ 
T’ pper Ca;deiiaT in the province o f O alilee. The

• forniidaWe ai>pcarancc o f tliis army [greatly difpiritedi 
lu)th the 'Ifraelkes and their general ; infoiniieh that 
their fear tell little fliort o f defperation ; hut the A l
mighty reproaching-them with tiieir cown*diee, and 
(Jilndeiice o f  his power to proteQ them, and rene>ving 

.his allarances o f victory, he enjoined them to hhm- 
ttring the horfes, and ctmfnme the chariots o f the 
enemy with fire; thus encouraged, they quickly 
recovered their relblution, and boldly marched 
agaiaill the foe, with the fiilleft confidence ofiuccefs. 
On the iifth day the armies joined battle, and the 
contett was maintained for a conHderable time, with 

equal obttinacy. T he Canaanites were, 
however, at length broken and put to 
flight, and the flaughter o f  them was fb 
?reat as almoft to exceed belief; all the 
cings being killed, and their whole army 

in a manner annihilated : and fuch was tlie 
l\ir)' o f  the victors, that when there reinained none o f 
the enemy to kill, they wreaked their vengeance on 
the, horfes and chariots. This decilive victory put 
Joihua in pofleflitm o f the whole country. He made 
him felfm alter of their citie.s  ̂ and deftroyed the inlia- 
bitants wherc-ever he couid find thc*m'. T he very 
nation became, at leiigth, cxtintl, lave a fmall num
ber o f  perfons, who fortunately effetled their retreat 
to certain ilaces o f eonfiderable ftrength. And all 
thefe fucce Its were obtained in the Ihort fpace o f  
Jive years. «

A fter this v ifto ryjo fh u a marched from Gilgal,/ind 
('ncampcd on the mountains near Siloe, whetx' he 
fixed the tabernacle, ana*^ropbfed to retnain till an 
opportunity fhould oflfer for erecting a tem ple; the 
iituation o f the place being perfetllv adapted to that 
joOiu. ereft. defign. From thence Vie repaired, ac- 
»n iittr at companied by all the people, to Sichem, 
S ic b e m . where, according to the command and 
preditlion o f  Moles, be erecled an altar. He then 
ieparated his army into two bodies, one o f  Which he 
p.oitcd on Mount Garixim, and the other on Mount 
Gebal '̂; afligning to cach an equal number o f the 
priefts and levites; and on the lalter o f the two 
ipoiintains he built another altar. On this altar they 
I'acrihced, arid, ai'ter denouncing the maledidions 
form erly recited, and caufing them to be infcribed 
upon the altar, thev returned back to Siloe.

Jofhua was now for advanced in years, and, reflec
ting that the Canaanites Itill retained pdlfefTion o f fe- 
vcral places, which art and nature had combined to

§ T he firft lot that caroc up was for the tribe o f  judah, that the 
prophecy o f  Jacob, wiih regard to the preheminence o f  that tribe, 
ini ĵht lie fulfilled, l l j i s  lot was only a quantity o f  land foxtlie whole

I n.« Rfneri 1
aiT cm b lji, J o .  
D iua r e r n in J t  
th e  peo p le  o f  
Oad'i ftod- 
n * 1‘» to  lh * m .

render in-a mafiner tmjiregnablc. Joifbua 
convened a general affembly o f the people 
at Sil«)c, whi^h was very numerous, and 
all their proceedings were condtifled with 
the utmofl hSrmony. Jofhua, in a very 
concilc tpeech, atquaintcd them with the cauie oi 
their being futnmoned together. He began with re- 
prH'rnting t(> them the Diumerous fiicceffes with which 
Ciod had hern plealed akcady to favour them, in 
confequcnceofiheir le lig io^ o bfervan ce ofhi.'? la w sf 
one aiKl thirty monarchs havmg been difpo^Ieffed by 
them o f th6ir dominions; he obferyed, however, 
that the Canaanites fhll retaitlfed pofleflion of rnany 
ftrong cities, the conqueft ofw bid i would neceflarily 
take tip a confidemble tim e; and that, for thts rea- 
fon, he thought it advifeable to  permit thofe tribes 
which had come to their aHittancefrom the other fide 
o f Jordan, to return home. H e alfo recommended 
that a certain number o f perfons fhould be felefcled 
out t)f each tribe, o f  reputed probity and fkill, who 
fhould be employed to tarice a furvey o f the whole 
land o f C»fiaan,*and to return a faithful report there
of, with afl poifible difpatch.

This pronofal was unanimoufly approved, and, 
proper perfons being immediately cnofcn for the 
execution o f this conimilfion, Jofhua appointed fevc- 
veral able geometricians to attend ann aflirt them.

T h ey were alfo inflrufcted, exclu fiveo f the eftimate 
which they were to make o f the extent o f  the coun
try, to form another o f the comparative fertility o f 
the foil in dift'erent >parts:'for in Canaan there are 
many long traCts o f land, which, when fet in coit̂ ^  
tition with fbme others, may be deemed fruitful,*Dm 
which bear no proportion iri fertility to the ground in 
the neighbourhood o f Jericho and Jerufalem. T he 
perfons who were commiflioned to exccute this bufi- 
nefs, were ten in number-; anfwering to the tribes 
which were to partake in the divifion o f the co.mtry. 
Thefe commiliioners, after an abfence o f feven 
months, returned to Siloe with the eltimates they had 
formed, at which place the tabernacle ftill remained.

Joflnia, hereupon, in the prefence o f 
Eleacar the high-prieft, the elders, and ded by 'ot 
the princes o f the tribes, divided the whole •>»«
country by lot between the nine tribes, 
and the half-tribo. o f M anaffes; proportioning each 
fhare t© the nujnljcr o f perftvis iu the tribc-to wiiicb 
it was allotted^.

Jofliua jvas now rendered incapable, b y  
age arKl infirmities, to difcharge the du
ties o f  his flation; and, perceiving that 
they to whom he intrufled the direaion o f 
affairs, as well as tht)> who were deftinedto fu c c e e d  
him in the fu p r e m e  comma.id, ŵ ere totally r e g a r d -  
lefs o f  the pul)lic w e lfa r e , he flriftly  e n jo in e d  each 
tribe r e fp e ft iT e ly ,  utterly to exterminate fuch o f  the

trib e; onto every fam ily o f  which a portion wat affigned by Jolhna, 
and thofe who were appointed tp fee that noae were negleited, and 
that they had every onc.a juft fortioo.

Canaanites

V

J o f i iu a e n jo tn i
ih «  p e o p le  to  
ex iitp aU ; th e  
C a n a a n i le i .
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Canaanites as might remawi in the fcvcial quarters 
which they had obtainqd lor an in lien uiiicc; re- 
rninding them a lfo o f the eaniellncfs with which Mo- 
fes had recommended to  tliem thiLs mcafure ; and cx- 
prefling his confidcnce o f their ^aaying aU due atten
tion to tlie advice o f their late legiilator. He ftriclly 
charj^ed them to put the Levites in yoHenion ul’ the 
remaniing thirty-eight, out o f  the forty-eight cities 
ailigned them by M ofes; tlicy having already obtain^ 
cd thofe ten cities which y<fre fuuated in Amorrhaea, 
on the other fide o f the r f  er Jordan. O f  thefe cities 
three were appointed as places o f refu ge; in the dif- 
trid  belonging to the tribe o f  Judah, the city o f  H e
bron was fet a lart for the above purpofe ; in fliat o f 

" the tribe o f Ep iraim, the city ofSichem  ; and Cedefe, 
in the Upper-GaJilee, in the portion o f the tribe o f 
N aphlali; to all thefe regulations, from the great re- 
r>ed which they bore to the ordinances o f Mofes, 
t  le people very willingly confented., Jolhua the n

f>roceeded to fliare the plunder which had been taken 
rom the Canaanites am ong^is troops; which plun

der confilted o f cattle ancT flocks, money, plate, 
houfehold furniture, and other articles to aiviincredi- 
ble-amount; and every individual o f  the Hebrew ar
my became enriched b y  the booty which fell to his lot 
on the prefent occafion.
joftiua'i lift Jofhua, perceiving that the infirmities o f 
e » h o rtiU io n  10 age had now rendered him totally unfit for 

all public bufinefs, convened an aflembly 
o f  the ciders, the princes o f the tribes, and the magi- 
ilrates, together with as many o f the commonalty as 
could conveniently attend. In a pious and pertinent 
dii*«M-fe, which he had compofed for that purpofe, 
he reprefented to them the great obligations they 
•were under to that Alm ighty Being, who, from the 
•very abyfs o f mifitrv and diflrefs, had raifcd them to 
the higheft pitch o f reputation and plenty. He en
jo in ed  them fb tg connufl themfelves in -future, as to 
render themfelves worthy o f  a continuance o f the di
vine favour and protedion; affuring them in the 
Itrongeft terms, that their very cxiftence as a nation 
depended on the due obfervance o f the commands of 
the Alm ighty Power. H e conjured them to pHŷ  a

Eroper attention to the advice he had given them, *as 
e was now on the verge o f his departure from this 

world, and had conceived that he could not employ 
the lafl moments o f  his life in any q,fanner more to 
their advantage, than in fticiting them Xo the ftriftcfl 
obfervance oi their duty to God. He then took a 
great flone, and fet it up under an oak, to b  ̂ a wit- 
«efs againft them, in calif they denied their G od, 
and worfhippcd idols.
Hiideath: Having pronounced thefe words, he ex

pired, in the one hundred and tenth year 
o f  his age, forty o f which he had fpcnt under the 
tutorage o f Moies, and had governed the ̂ people, in

I  S«-er»l o f  the Canaanitifh k in fs  remaining ftill onconquered, 
and the number o f  the Ifraelitcs being greatly multiplied, they de
termined to drive out the Canaanite*; in order to this, a f l^  o f 
•Go<i by Urim and Thununim whick o j ^ e  tribes ftiould begin the

No. 5.

quality of his fucceffor, for twentv-fix years. He wa» 
particularly cmment for his politi'cal  ̂ knowledge, and 
tor his admirable faculty o f  exprcfiion and {x-rfua- 
lion; equally qualified to condutVthe mt)ff important 
operations cither o f war or peace; and, in fhort, a 
pvifon m every refpetl adapted to the execution o f 
I t God had appointed him.
N early abom this time alfo died, Klca/.ar .nd,h.,of 
the iiigh-priefl, who was fucceeded by i»is 
|on P linehas. The tomb of Elcaisar is ftill to be feen 
m the ofcGabatha.

The/people having confulted Phinehas relative to 
the fiî t̂hcr profecution o f the wjar agaiivit the Canaan- 

s^, received for anfwer th*t i< was Goti’s pleafureites
that they ihould continue it, but that they ihould 
c()inmii the fupreim' manageinem and diredion there
of to the tribe o f Judah. This tribe affbciated to 
themfelves the tribe o f  Simeon ; and it was agreed, 
that they fhould mutually affilf each other in extir
pating trie Canaanites who ftiil remained unfubdued 
in their refpedivc diftri£ts.

C H A P .  II.

The C A N A A N IT E S  defeated, and King A D O N f-  
B E Z E C  made Prifoner. The IS R A E L IT E S  ht- 

firge J E R U S A L E M , and take H E B R O N  by A f-  
Jaiilt. Melancholy IliJhrji o f a L E V IT E , and hn 
Wife. The Wqr o f the B E N jfA M IT E S .

A D O N IB E Z E C  wa* at, this period at The Canuao 
the head o f a formidable army in tiie i"-\ u n d e r  a .  

neighbourhood of the city o f Bezec, wait- Jhci'r*T!dcr** 
ing for an opportunity to engage the ene- madeprifw- 
niy, o fer whom they expetlea to obuifl "•

eafV conqueff on account o f the lofs tnfy-had fuf-
tained in the death o f t^ ir  ,j;fl*ieral. The tribes o f 
Judah and Simeon gav^ hcm  battle, which was fu])-

f)ortcd with furprifing bravery on both fides, but at 
ength, ten thoufand o f the Canaanites ^;qrc put to the 

fword, manv taken prifoners, and the rcfl fled from 
the fury o f their conquerors. Adohibeziis was among 
the number o f captives, and he was cofiaelnncd to 
have his fingers and toes cut oft'; he admitted this 
fentence to ne a merited judgment' o f lieaven, for 
having himfelf infliftcd the fame fpecics o f cruclty 
upon feventy-two .kings. When tJiis fentence nad 
been execu t^ , he was conveyed to Jcrufalcm, where 
he died and was buried.

The Ifraelites traverfed the country, laying walle 
the towns, and ravaginji; tlie parts through which they 
direded their courfe; they at length laul fiege to Je- 
rufalem, and gairied pofTeflion o f tne lower town, the 
inhabitants of̂  w^ich they put to death ; but the fltua-

r

war. Judah wa» ordered to attack the mountainou* country, which 
was in the lot o f  hii inheritance; according to the prophccy o f 

Jacob, G eo. x lix . B.
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tion o f the city itfclf, the ftrengthofthe walls and the 
fortifications proving obltacles nqx to be funnountcd, 
iichron uken they fetrcatcd to Hebron, to which placc 
byftorm. they laid ficge and co'ncjucred it by a!- 
fault, great numbers o f the people falling vi6linis to 
the rage o f  the ail'ailants. Amonp the dead were 
found many bodies o f  the race o f  giants, who were a 
people lb greatly furpaffing the reft o f mankind in 
bulk and fta'ure, .ind in otner refpefts fo widely dif-, 
I'ering from them, that great numbers who beheld 
them, imagined them to be a different lr)ecic-!. The 
bones o f lome of this gigantic race have been i referv- 
cd, and expofed as prpdigies.

The town of Hehrop, which was a place o f fome 
importance, with two thoufand cubits of the circiim- 
jaccnt ground, was affigned to the L cvites; the other 
part o f the territory having been granted to Caleb, in 
conformity to the determination and appointment 
which had been made by Moles. Caleb was one o f 
the pcrfons whom M ofeshad dci>utecl to'reconnoitre, 
the land o f Canaan. A  portion o f  land nsms alio 
given to the fons o f Jethro the Midianite, who was 
father-in-law to Mofes, as a gratuity for having aban
doned their native country and joined the 1 fraelites, 
lharing the hazard o f  the war and the troubles which 
t h ^  encountered in the defert.

T h e Ifraclites now declined the refolution o f  pro- 
ceetling to a war again It the people o f Canaan, whom 
they determined to employ in the occupation o f huf- 
bandry, expefting to reap very confiderable advan
tage from their lammr. But being violently additled 
to avarice and luxury, they foon became wholly re- 
gar^lefs o f  their duty to fio d , and o f the dilcipline 
and legiflative inllitutions o f their forefathers, yield
ing an impliicit fway to their inordinate appetites.
G * d  i i  dir-
p le a f td  w ith  
t i l t  I f r a e l iK t  
f d r  t h e i r  llo th  
a n d  lu x u ry .

ctiic the

T he Almighty being hi 
cond

ghl r̂ offended by 
this depravity o f conduCl, fignined to 
them, tnat they fliould meet a fpeddy re
tribution To. hajiiig neglefted to profe- 

war, and that the Canaanites themfelves 
fhould execute the punifhment denounced againd 
them for their unfeufonable lenity. T h ey were fo 
loft to the principles o f  religion, that though this 
revelation or the divine will gave them fome alarm, 
it was not fufticient to induce them to commence 
hoftilities. Their luxurious indulgences had ener
vated them, and deftroycd their genius and inclina- 
tic i for military exploits; and the profit derived 
from the tribute and labour o f  the Csnaanites proved 
an additional motive to continue them in a ftate o f 
inaftivity *. No regularity was obfervedin the elec
tion o f the fenators and other magiftrates, nor obe
dience paid to the authority o f »hc elders; the peo
ple endeavouring only to promote their feparate 
interefts, without regard to the public welfare; and

* Though the extraordinary providencc o fth e  Deity might have 
ceafcJ f t r  a time, and though tn'e Ifraelites 'were left to  effeft by 
natural means whar they haa hitherto effr(51ed by divine afliilance, 
i t  i» evident from this vcrfe, tliat they were able to  dif))olfef$ theC a- 
naanites, had they not been unwilling. T heir allowing them to 
become tributaries, when they were under an obligation to extirpate

the government having arrived to a ftate o f  total dif- 
folution, an infurretlion happened on the following 
occafion, and the confequence was an inteftine war ;

I n the lot o f Kphraim was a LeVite, who 
had married a womati o f  the city o f  Beth- i wife, 
lehem, and o f  the tribe o f Judah, for whom !>y
he entertained the moft tender and ardent 
affeftion ; but as fhe did not manifcft an equal re- 

'turn o f  paffion, frequent differences happened be
tween them ; and in the KW th morth after their nup
tials, (he eloped, and returnld to her parents. Criey- 
ed at this untoriunare eircum■'lance, he hafted in 
purlint ol her, Jtnd was entertained with the greateft 
nofpitality !and kindnefs by her relations; and a re
conciliation being effected between him and his wife, 
he propolcd to return on the fifth day, but tlie i'nends 
being unwilling to leave each other, their departure 
was oelay’ed to a late hour. An afs being provided 
to carry the woman, they fet out, attended only by 
one ler\ant, who, when they had proceeded about 
tiiirty furlongs, advifed/hem to take an opportunity 
o f fecuring a lodging at fome adjacent place, that 
they m i'ht avoid the danger to which they would be 
expofed by travelling by night, and in the country 
of an enem y; urging, that being obferved on the 
road at a late hour, might fubjett them to injuriou.s 
fufpicions. T he city being at thi.$ time in polleffion 
o f the Canaanites, the hulband was not inclined to 
take up his relidence there, but refolved to travel 
twenty furlongs further, in order to obtain an afylum 
among his friends and allies.

On the road towards Cabaa, a city in poffeffion 
o f the trib eo f Benjamin, they fotnid themlel ,»at 
a late hour o f the night, delhtute o f all probability 
o f  procuring a lodging; but they were met by an 
eminent man o f the tribe o f  Ephraim, who was re
turning from the country to his houfeat Gabaa, and 
he enquired the reafon o f their being abroad at I'o 
unfeafonable a time; in Snfwer to whicln the hafband 
faid he was a Levite, and condutling his wife from 
her father’s houfe to their own houfe, in the lot o f 
Ephraim. From a principle o f hofpitality, and a re
gard to the tribe o f whicn the travellers were mem
bers, the old man invited them to take (helter in his 
dwelling. This offer being accepted, Ibme diflblute 
young men o f the town obferved in the woman an 
uncommon fhare o f beauty, and when Ihe had enter
ed the houfe, they knocked at the door, and infilled 
that file fhould be delivered to them. The old m an' 
expoftulated with them on the heinous crime o f vio
lating the principles of rdigion , humanity and com
mon juftice, b y  perpetrating any violence upon his 
gueft, who, being his kinfwoman and the wife o f a 
Levite, he was bound to prote£t. But thefe argu
ments were treated with contempt, and they oblti-

them i f  they did not quit their idolatry, argued a great propenfit)- to 
their fuperftitions, was a d ireft violation o f the divine command, 
was an aft o f  open rebellion againft G od, conlidcred as their k ing , 
and involved them in all that train of miferies and corruption*, 
which had been denouncea as the punifliraent, and were the natural 
efiefts o f their puiillauimous lenity.

n ate ly
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nately perfifted in thcirdem andof having the woman 
refigned to them, uttering the mod horrid impreca
tions, and threatening to cut the old man’s throat if 
he continued to protect her. In, this extremity, he 
olFered them his own daughter in’ftead oS the Levite's 
wife ; judging it to be moft eligible thus to preferve 
the rights o f  hol’pitality, and the faith o f fociety, at 
the exjjence oftne reputation o f a private family, 
shockingcon- But fo determined were they on the ex«-
duftof ihe cution o f th e i^ ru ta l defign, that neither
mcnofG.b.*. iiitcrceHion ^r argument would p revail; 
and in this dilpofition they fi ized the woman, and 
forcibly convoyed her to their quarters, where the 
night was Iprutin fccnes o f the nu)il profligate lewd- 
nels i and in the morning they fuffered her to return. 
T h e  unhappy event which had befallen her, over
whelmed her with grief, fhame, and indignation.  
againft the fpoilers o f her honour, and confidering 
herfelf to be branded with the indelible ftamp of in
famy, file dreaded an interview with her hufband; 
and fo fcnfibly affocled waj fhe by the peculiar deli
cacy o f her lituation, that upon approaching him, 
fhe fuddcnly dropt down, and inftaniljJ* expired. 
A t  firil her hulband fuppofcd her to be oppreffed 
with fatigue, or attacked with a fainting fit, and en- 
dcavoured to revive her, fpeaking in the moft ten
derly affedionate terms, exprefTive o f his unabating 
regard, and uttering the mofl ibothing and pathetic 
aifurances, that notwithlhuiding the violence which 
had been oflered to her, he did not confider her as 
being degraded from the dignity o f unblemiihed vir
tue. But at lejigth, he difcovered that the animal 
jpiil^rs were exhaufted ; and on this alarming occa- 
liori he manifefted a remarkable inflajice o f forti 
tude : he put the corpfe on the afs which his wife 
had rode, and conveyed it to his habitation ; where 
he feparated it into twelve parts, which he diflributed 
among the twelve tribes. T he perfons employed to 
deliver the parts o f  the hody to the different tribes, 
were directed circumflantialiy to relate the barba
rity which had been offered to the deceafed, and to 
particularife the parties concerned in the horrid 
wickednefs. •
in<iigr..tioa T he people were fo much exafpefated 
of th e  o th e r  againft the perpetrators o f this unparallel-
, r > i , e , t h e r . . t .  Cruelty, that they aflembled be
fore the tabernacle at Siloe, determining immediate
ly  to afTault the city o f  6abaa, and*e*ecute an exem
plary punifliment upon the ravifhers. Hereupon 
the elders affuaged the firfl impalfe o f  their rage, 
by reprefenting tiie impftidcnce o f a precipitate ae- 
cfaration o f  war againft rheir allies, and recommend
ing a fcrutiny into the merits o f the caufe in difpute. 
T h ey  urged that the laws and cufloms of the Ifraelites 
would not admit o f  having recourfe to hoflilities, 
previous to a negociation for a compromife : they, 
therefore, advifed that application might be made for

*  This was the fame perfon who'e zeal for the glory o f  G od was 
manifefted on a former occafion. T j y  proper cpocha o f  this war 
muft have been between the death y T jo lliu a  and the appointment

C o m |» A  o f  
th e  I f r i t l i l a  

B e n .
ja m in .

T h e y  i r e  
l « ic e  d e f u R l  
by  th e  I k B -  
j a m i te t .

giving up the offenders for the purjwfe o f fubjefling 
them to a punifhment adoquate to their guilt, urging 
that, in cafe o f a refufal, they might then apj>eal 
to the fword for redrclTuig the wrongs they had 
fuflained.

In confequcnce o f this advice, the If- 
raelitesdemanded the ravifhers; and they 
alledged, that they had determined to 
nunim the particular perfons who Ijad 
been guilty o f the ofl'ence, rather than involve the 
community in the caufe o f thefe profligate indivi- 
d u aly  But the ijihabitants o f Gabaa gave an abfo- 
lute/efufal, declaring, that they held it not confiflent 
with the principles o f honour to yield fubmifnup from 

apprenenfion o f a war ; fliat they were not defi- 
cient in point either o f  power or military fkill ; and 
that they were unaninioully determined to maintain 
their common dcfence with unremitting ardor. H igh
ly incenfed by thix reply, the Ifraelites joined in a 
folemn covenant againft contratting marriage with 
the tcibe o f Benjanun, and t(* profecutc a war againfl 
that people with a degree o f vigour equal to that 
manifefted by their progenitors agaiml the Ca- 
naanites.

In confequcnce o f this refoiution, they 
marched againft ihe enemy, fhe army be
ing compoied o f four hundred thoufand 
men; and they were oppofcd by the Ben- 
jamites with a force of iwenty-hve thovifand fix hun
dred, including five hundred flingers, fo particularly 
dextrous in thiyr profeflion, that they were equally 
certain o f their mark, whether ufing their imple
ments with the left or right hand. The armies joined 
battle in the neighbourhood o f  Gabaa, and the Ben- 
jamites obtained a victory, and put twenty-two 
thoufand o f their eneniies to death, and the flaughler 
would in all probability, have been much more con. 
fidetable had not a fufpenfion o f hoflilities bjpen 
caufed by the appear^ ce rii^iight. The Bemamite# 
returned triumphant to the city, and the Ifraelites 
rei>aired lo their camp, in the utmofl diforder, and 
under a great dcprenion of fpirits. O n the follow
ing day the battle was renewed; and in this contefl 
alio, the Ifraeliteji were defeated, with the lofs o f 
eighteen thoufand men. So greaily were they af- 
fefcted by thefe misfortunes, that they rciTioved to-

■ wards Bethel, obferving a folemn fall on the iiext 
day, and, by the agency o f Phinehas * ilie high.;yiefl» 
fupplicating the Alm ighty to retnove his dilpleafure 
from them, and to grant them a fuperiority over the 
Benjamites.

The Almighty having liftened to the 
prayers o f the prophet atvd returned him 
a, favourable anfwer; the army was fepa
rated into tv̂ o bodies, one. o f which was 
drawn up in order o f battle, and the other 
fub-divided into parties o f ambufh, encoinpafling

T h e  I f r w l -  
itei.1 lu p p H - 
c t t io g  Hie 4 i -  
n in e  iM . o b 
t a in  « p ro m ifg  
o f  v ic to ry .

o f the firft ju d K  ; for i f  we place it after the deaih o f  Samfon, (aa 
in the b i^ k o f ju d ^ : ,)  Phinctias mull have bcea upwards o f  300 
yean old.

the
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the city. W ith a view to entice the Bcnjamites 
from the town, on the fiftl attack the Ifraelites re
treated, continuing to lofe ground in proportion as 
the enetny advanced; ijnagining viftiiry to be fe- 
cure, thcŷ  evacuated the to\\;n, in expei:^ation o f 
obtaiaiug plm ider; but when,they had arrived with
in a certain Ipace o f  the ainhufh, tlie Ifraelites faced 
aboutj and giving a fignal for the other part o f the 
ar,niy to fail vjjoon the rear, fought with great fury, 
pui-luing the Benjamites to a valfej'', where they were 
furroundfed, and twenty-five thoufand thSin put 
to the fword. A  chofen body o f fix hundrcdXintre- 
pid men, who had cut their pa(fage through the MidJt 

/»)f tho'cncm y’s troops,'took up their quarters in an 
adjacent mountain. *
c.iia. &c. rhe Ifradites now ^proceeded to burn 
taken by the tKc city o f Gahaa, and, without diftinftion
ifrieiiici. , o f  age or fox, they facrifrced the . inhabi
tants j and many other cities belonging to the Ben- 
jamitfes fliared the fame fate; and fo implacable was 
the animofity confequent on this difputc, that they 
detached a partj' o f  twelve thouland men againil 
Jabes, a city o f Xrilead, which they fubdued, and, on 
account o f the inhabitants having rcfufed to efpoufe 
thecaufc o f the Ifraelites in the war againft the Ben- 

'  iamites, they w ere all maHacred, excepting only four 
luitidrcd virgins.
i>epio„b!e tribe o f  Benjamin being in a
ftate o f ihe manner cut oft trom ti)e mam body, the 
fogitive Bea- Ifraelites experienced (bme compunftion 
jymiiti. having carried their rev*?tige to fo great
an extremity : and they propofcd the obfervance o f 
a faft, but not intending theveby to indicate a confci- 
oufnefs o f having done wrong by inflitHng a punifli- 
ment umm the offendors agauill the law. T h e j' dif- 
patched meffengers to invite the return o f  the fixjiun- 
dred men who had cfcaped to the moimtains. T h ey  
w e «  found upon a rock called Rhoa, by the pei*fons 

^eifraeiitM commilliondv*- to Jpat with them. As a 
reicatand in- means to inducc tl^m to return, the mef- 
»i«e tiiem to fengcrs pleaded the unhappinefs o f  their 
retutD. relatiorts confequent on their departure, 
fyitipathizing with them in their own diftrefiis, and 
reprefcminjg that the tribe to which they belonged 
would inevitably be dcltroyed i f t h ^  longer perfilted 
to oppole the de.fired rc-a(fociatioii'j adding,that, on 
condition o f their compliance, their lands, cattle, 
and pxher effctls fhould be faithfully reWored. T h e y  
accepted the propofals made by the mt'ffengers, ac
knowledged the ptHiifhment inflifted upon them to 
be a righteous judgment o f heavQn for the offences 
they had committed, and fubmitting themfelves to 
the authority o f their fuperiors, again connefted 
themfelves in a fellowfhip with their tribe.

Previous to the war, thi; Ifraelite.s had engaged, by 
the folemnity o f an oath, not to intermarry with the 
tribe o f Benjam in] fome expedient, therefore, be-

*  A ll the three great feftivals were to be obferve<l at the placc 
ik-}jere G od had fettled his habitation, which was now at Shiloh. 
Pi'ubably the feall here meAiit was that o f  tabernacles, which was a

3

came neceflary for proriding wivfcs for thefe fix hun
dred men. On^ party were o f  opinion, Exp«dientfor 
that as the oath was made under the im- r '”'*'*'?* . 
pulfe o f  fuddcn palfion, it necefl'arily l>e- rfmVininj 
came void i (Others held that the preffing 
exigency o f the matter 'depending, ettefclually dif- 
chargcd the obligation, alledgirtg that tha commiflion 
o f perjury could not be conJtrued to be a criminal 

i f  the party was not influenced by a malicious 
m otive, and that it would>(e more accei>table to the 
Alm ighty to difpenfe with tlif obfervance o f the obli 
gation, than te exafct a rigid obfdience to it, and 
thereby expofe a wl>ole tribe to imminent danger. 
But th(? elders declared themlelv^s utterly averfe to 
the very idea o f  perjury, and would not admit the 
force o f any palliative circumlfaijccs. T he four hun
dred virgins who were preferved from the flaughter 
at Jabes, were given in marriage to four hundred 
o f  the Benjam ites; and for providing wives for the 
other two hundred, without violating the oath, one 
o f the fenators rccomme^ided the following expedi
e n t; on gn approaching felfival'*, which was cele
brated tf'^ee times a year at Siloe, he advifed that th6 
Benjamites might be allowed to take fuch virgins to 
wife as the^' might be able to carry o ff; adding that, 
if the fathers o f the virgins fliould apply for ju flice, 
the anfwcr to them fhould be, that they ought to 
have prevented the mifchief by a more circum fpeft 
attention to the fafety o f  their daughters; and that 
the ill-policy o f  cre>ating difaffreernent.< between the 
Ifraelites and Benjamites baa been already proved 
by fatal exw rien ce. O n the arrival o f the Teftival 
above allnded to, the two hundred Benjamites-' 
remained in an unmarried flato, difperfed tbem- 
felves in the town, and as the maidens were repairing 
towards the place where the cuftomary folemnity ŵ as 
to be celebrate<l, they were furprizeo by the Benja
mites, each man fei5ci”ng One o f  them, and conveying 
her to his plantation. Th^^  ̂ now af?iduoufly applied 
themfelves to thfc bufincfs o f  hufbandry, and were, 
at length retrieved from a miferable and defponding 
condition trt a ttate o f  great opulence and power.

T he Ifraelites now entirely relinquifhed The Cannar- 
the ' profeffion o f  arms, and employed i t c i  d iffw ire f i 

themfelves in rur;iroccupations. T he Ca- **'* 
naanites availed themfelves o f this change o f  difpofi- 
tion, and formed,a confpiracy, intendiiig fo effeftu- 
ally to reduce *them as to prevent all probability o f  
their reviving into a formidable enemy. T hey train
ed up the people in the difcinline o f  war, raifed a 
powerful army, and provrdea chariots and other 
martial implements; tW v prevailed upon Afcalon 
and Accaron, and feveral cities in the plains, to ef
poufe their caufe. T h e Danites judging that they 
could not fafely condnue to refide in the campaign 
country, flc4 forfanEtuary to the mountains. T h eir 
force was not fufficient fuccefsfully to maintain a war,

time o f great jo y , and was alfo the only fcafon wherein the Jcwiih 
virgins were allowed to danc»»

\
nor
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or would the pniduce o f  the land they poffcfled af- 
»{)rd a fiibfiflence in a tranquil llatc: thi'V, therefore 
diljjatched five o f their people to dil'cover fonie fa
vourable fpot for fixing their refidcnce in the inlaiic 
part o f the country. Adjacent to mount,Libanus ant 
the head o f  the leffer Jordan, thefe coinniiUioncrs, 
after a day’s journey, perceived a fertile, and every 
way commodious fituation; o f  whith they made an 
immediate report to their tribe, who fpccdily 
Vnarched to the place, there ercfcled a ciiy, g iv
ing it the name o f  D ^ ,  frcnn one o f  Jaco+j’s ions 
b y  whofe name the whole tribe was diltinguilhed.

riie  Ifraelites were now (hamefully abandoned tp 
indolence and luxury, and degenerated from a due 
oW cryance o f the laws and religion o f  the Alm ighty; 
and, in fhort, the corruption and vices o f  the Ca- 
naa«ites prevailed amonglt theni without controul, lb 
that the government fecmcd to be threatened with a 
fpcedy dillblution.

C H A P .  III.

The J^ucfgment God upon the IS R A E L IT E S , who 
m-efubdiud by, and kept Eight Years in SuhjeBionio 
C liU S A R T H .

o f
the irraelitcs.

* f  "’H E  impiety and moral tumitude o f 
A  the Ifraelites proved fo highly oftien- 

five to G od, that he withdrew his protection and fup- 
port from them, and left them deuitute o f  all hope o f 
^ujyyingthat ftate o f happinefs which they, had em
ployed fo many years o f  painful indudry to obtain. 
W hil« they were engaged in this profligate courfe o f 
life, war was declared againft them l>y Chufarth, 
king o f  the Aflyrians, who put to death a great num
ber o f  the Ifraelites; conquered many o f tneir towns 

'b y  afTault; rendered others fubjeft to him by treaty; 
impofed burthenfome taxes on the people, and con
tinually annoyed them with various indignities and 
perfecutions. T h ey remained in this miferable fitu
ation for the fpace o f eight years: but they were, at 
length, relieved from this oppreffion, in the follovfing 
manner.

Kenaz, a man o f the tribe o f Judah, 
dilHnguimed for the ftreiiigth o f hisLunder- 
lianding and‘his great C (/ U R a g e , being ani
mated by a divine impulfe, determined to 

attempt fome bold enterprize in favour o f  t̂ ie I fracl- 
ites, who were reduced yy the greatcft extremitv o f 
diflrefs. This refolution be communicated to fuch o f  
his particular afl’ociates as he was perfuaded he might 
fafely entruft with fo important a fecret, and whom 
he knew to be men o f  (ready and intrepid difpofi- 
tions, and diflatisfied with the meafures purfued in 
con d ucin g  the affairs o f  the government. It was

+• ’This w»» the n « t  enemy who oppteflGed the children o f Ifrael r 
fot,;fa>ce they worfhipped the godt ot tte  peo{dc round about them, 
it  was fit they fbould lie punilhed by ».Jfe very people. He poflef- 
fed himfclf o f  Jcficho; for tbuugl^oihua had adlroj'cd the towuj

No. 5. .  .

T V y  t r e  d e 
l iv e re d  f ro m  

. bondt)^ by 
K e o u .

agrceti, when the n;iattcr in queflion had been delibe
rately confidcred, that the firft (k p  towards circQing 
the relief o f  the Hcbrcw.s, fliould bo to furpri/.c  ̂ the 
royal guards, and put the troops o f the garrifon U> 
death; and thî s being accordingly executed, v îth a 
lingular degree o f bravery, they acquired a hi^i 
fliare o f martial reputation, and their party having 
gained coniiderable Urength, they found’thcmiolvqs 
in a condition to engage in a fair battle with tlie Af- 
I'yrians, over whom they obtained a c\>mplete vifclo- 
ry, olJigingthem  to crofsthe Euj|||rate^, and rello- 
r in g ^ e  Hebrews to the ineUimablo blellings o f  
libe^y.

l l i e y  returned the moR grateful acknowledgments 
to Kenaz for the important*fervice he had rendered 
them, highly applauding the courage and conduSl 
which he difplayed in cff'efciing their deliverance; 
and, as an inflancc o f their gratitude, they unani- 
moufly ele6led him to prelide over them in the cha
racter o f governor; he accepted this office, which l»e 
held for the fpace o f  forty years, and then expired.
 ̂ Being again deftitiTte o f a ruler, the H- Th*ifr»eii(i. 
raelites degenerated from a due revcreJice d«|«i>e»(in<, 
to God, and obedience to the laws. Their •K.wr'iW 
impolitic and irregulai' proceedings en-  ̂
couraged Eglon, the king o f the Moabites t ,  to com. 
incnce a war againll them; and he proved vitlorious 
in fevcral engagements, and fo effeftua 11 y humbled 
them as to render them tributaries to hitn. Having 
accompliflied this, he ei^bliihed his court at Jeri
cho, and for the fpace o f  eight yearj;  ̂ kept them in a 
miferable and alnioft ftarving condition, inflifting 
continual opprellions uppn them. But the Alm ighty 
attended to their fupplication*, ajid in commiferatioii 
o f  their fufFerings, delivered them from the perfccu- 
tion o f the Moabites in the following manner:

Ehud, a young man o f  Jericho, ioti o f HumHio* 
Gera, o f the fribe o f Benjamin, was o f a '
particularly athletic im ke, syjfl o f  a relb- v e rrd  by 

lute dilpolition; and h#4iad tne advantage thud, 
o f  uling either hand with great dexterity, but he wa': 
moll expert with the left. B y  raeaus of prelcnts and 
other courtly ofikes, this man infinuated himfelf into 
the favour o f the king, who repaid the atlention 
(hewn to him with familiarity and profcffion* ol 
friendfhip, which gained Ehud aconfiderabie iiitercll 
at court. Having furnilhed himfelf with a p o iiivd , 
which he girded to his right-fide, he repaired to the 
palace, being attended by twd fervants, who wt'ic di- 
reftcd, if  occafion (hould require, to afTift in,conceal- 
ing the weapon; and under pretence o f making the 
king a preknt, he was admitted to him, in the mid
dle o f the day, at which time the guards were with
drawn, and moll o f the people retired to dinner. 
Ehud prefented a gift to the king, who afterwards 
retiree! for reftelhment to a cooler apartment. He 
now requefted a private audience with Eglon, who,

yet it :• probable fortificationj were erefled on the fpot where it 
ttood, that they might the better keep that fertile country in fub- 

je^ io a.

A a b t i n j
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being fcated on the throne, difmiflied the attendants. 
H e now prepared to ftrikc the fatal blow ; and being 
apprehcnfive left he fhould mifs his aim, he deter
mined to occafion the king to rife that he mipjht be at 
a greater ccrtainty o f  Itriking with cflett. Pretend
ing that he had a matter to communicate from the 
Alm ighty, rel'pc&ing a late dream, the king was e x 
ceedingly anxt«us to learn what he had to divulge, 
He kiu« and rifing, for the convcniency o f attend- 
tgion. ing, Ehud feized that oppt>rtunity to
ftrike the ponii^d into his heart, and, leaMjing the 
deadly inflrttment in the wound, he 5:;fFecKd an 
el'cape, having clofed the doors as he retreateO^from 
the building, During’ thefe tranfafctions, the atten
dants remained quiet,* left they fhould ditturb the 
kin^, Avh.otn they imagined to be in a lleep.

F^nid repaired immediately to Jerufalem, and cau- 
fed it to be privately circulated that, with a view to 
rcftore the people to the enjoyment o f  freedom, he 
had put the king to death. This circumftance proved 
highly agreeable to them; and they difperfed men to 
ibutw trumpets through the country, which was the' 
method o f  alFcmbling the people. Towards evening 
the King’s attendants became apprchenfive that fome 
extraordinary accident had occurred, and uix>n go
ing into the apartment, they perceived that their 
royal mailer had been murdered, and experienced 
an aftoniihment beyond the power o f words to de- 
fcribe. Signals were immediately given for the 
jguards to alfemble, but before they could be collett- 
ed, great numbers o f the Ifraelites forced into the 
paJace, and in the firft impulfe o f tKeir rage, flaugh- 
«ered many o f the enemy» about ten thoufand o f 
whom endeavoured to efcape to the country o f  Mo- 
j»b. but the fords and palTes being previoufly poll'ef- 
fed by the Ifraelites, their retreat was fo effetlually 
intercepted, that not a fingle man efcaped. «Thus 
■w(#e the Hebrews releafed from tlie tyrannouiiyoke 
o f  the M oabites; and as an acknowledgment for the 
benefits derived from the conduft o f  Ehud, they in- 
veited him with the govermjnent. H e continued in 
the adminiftraticw eighty years, and then died. Ex- 
clufive o f the merit o f the above noble exploit, on va
rious accounts his memory deferves to be honourably 
tranftnitted to pofterity. lle^was fuccecded by Sham- 
gav, the ion ot Anath, who died before the expirati
on o f the firft year o f his government. -

C H A P .  i V .

TAe H E B R E W S , opprcjftd by J A B I N , are Jet free  
by D E B O R A H  and B A R A K .

I n c u r r i f ib i -  
l i ly  o f  t ) »  ff* 
T « c lh e i.

SU C H  was the perverfenefs o f  the 
Ifraelites, that, notwithftanding they 

found thcmfelves continually involved in

*  This w ord, ii\ fome placcs, denote* a pcrfon infpired by God
to foretrl future events, and work m iracles; in others, it (ignifiri 
•o c endued with cxtraotdioor} talentb for underftanding the word

3reat calamities, the natural confequence o f  their 
ifregard o f  every inftitution, divine and human, 

they could not he induced to alter their co n d u ^  and 
to return to their obedience. Th«y were no fooner 
freed from tjie bondage o f  one nation, than they be
came the ■flaves o f another; and, in the prefentin- 
llancc, palled from under the tyranny o f Eglon, 
king o f  Moab,*to that o f  Jabin, king o f  the Ca- 
Vaanites.

T he city o f  A zor, fituafc^ on the banks o f the lake 
Samachonitls, was tht m ctr^ olis o f  the dominions 
o f  Jabin, whole army confiiled o f  three hundred 
thoufand foot, ten thoufand horfe,- and three thou
fand chariots, the command o f wJnch was conferred 
on Sifcra, wlio after reneatedly defeating the H e
brews in various pitchea battles, at Icjigth reduced 
theni to fubjettion, and rendered them tributary to 
his fovereign. In d iisabjetl condition, as a punifli- 
mefit for their impiety and ingratitude, they were 
fuff'ered to continue for the fpace o f twenty years. 
How’evcr, at the expiration o f  that period, they 
manifelted fome figns of*repentance, and appeared 
to be co«jvinccd that the mireries to which they had 
been fo long expofed, were the natural conl'equence 
o f  their apoflafy from the religion o f their iu-
anccftors. Under this conviftion, they t c r c c d n  lo r  

applied themfelves to a certain eminent **'""• 
prophetefs*, named Deborah, requefting her to in
tercede in their behalf with the Alm ighty, that he 
would be pleafed to deliver them from the perfecu- 
tions o f their mercilefs opprefTors. God was pleafed 
to condefcend to her requeli, and ordered her to 
enjoin the Ifraelites, in his name, to eled.Barak or^ 
o f  the chiefs o f the tribe o f  Napthali, for \heir 
commander.

Deborah, accordingly, fent for Barak, and di- 
refted him to afiemble a body o f 10,000 choice men, 
and to lead them againil the enemy without d e iay j 
deeming the fmallnefs o f  the number a matter o f no 
kind o f confequence, as God had promifed to grant 
them viftory. Barak, ncvqrthelefs, peremptorily 
refufcd to engage in the enterprize unlefs fhe would 
accojTipany him ; to which, after reproaching him 
feverely for thus relinquifhing to a woman the ho
nour o f  the command to which G od had B.«k mud* 
^ pointed  him, fhe at length confented. comm>nder. 
This matter lacing fettled, Barak afl’cmbled his 
troops and tovk-poll on Mfiuni T a b o r; and Sifera, 
by the command o f Jabin, marched out to give him 
batde. For a fhort time, the two armies lay en* 
camped*within fight o f  eâ ĥ other; but the Heorews 
were fo terrified at the great difparity o f numbers 
between their enemy’s army and their own, that 
bpth the foldiers and their leader were on the point 
o f  retiring in the moft daftardly manner, without 
even ftriking a blow ; when Deborah, by the force 
o f exhortations, and afTurances o f  G od’s favour and

o f G od , and explaining it  to other*. Deborah wa* a pnphetefi 
in the latter fenfe, and was endued with the gift o f  wifdom, whir h 
qualified her to tu- virc^t, and to govern.

\  protcftionj
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proteftion, prevailed on them, with no fmall diffi- 
The c«na»n. culty, to abide thc cvent o f «  battle. A t 
thtow°n,"’ commencement o f the attack

’ there arofe a violent llorm o f rain and 
nail, which, being driven by the wind full in the 
face o f the Canaanites, obliged them to (hut their 
eyes, to preferve them from the furv o f  the tempeft; 
rendered their bows and flings totally ufelefs; and 
benumbed their hands to that degree, as to prevent 
fhem from availing th iiffelves o f  thofe weapons 
which were adapted tofthc purpofc o f a clofe fight. 
This tempeft, which fo mucn annoyed the Canaan
ites, pioved o f  not the leafl prejudice to the H e
brews ; but, on the contrary, ierved to increafe 
their confidence in the divine aid. In fhort, the 
Canaanites were totally routed; and, reckoning 
thofe who fell in the engagement, thofe who were 
trod to death by the horfes, thofe who were crufhed 
to pieces by the chariots, and thofe who were killed 
in the purfuit, the whole p f  this immenfe army was 
utterly deflroyed. ^
and Sifera W hen Sifcra perceived that his troops 
thtir general y/erc flying On all fidcs in the iftYnofl dif-

■ order and confufion, and that the day was 
inevitably loll, he leaped fmm his chariot, and took 
refuge at the houfe o f  a woman named Jacl, by binh 
a Kenite, who received him with every outward de- 
monftration o f  friendfhip and kindnefs. Being to
tally exhaufted with the toil and fatigue o f the day, 
he requelted her to give him fomc drink, and fhe, 
accordingly, brought him a draught o f four milk, 
which he fwallowed with the utmoft cagernefs, and 
iiHmediately fell into a profound fleep. W hen Jael 
perceived the fituatiqn ne was in, fhe took an iron 
nail*, and, approaching him without the lealt noife, 
drove it tlirough his temple into the ground; in 
which condition fhe expofed his body to the view o f 
the Ifraelites, who came foon afterwards to her houfe 
in fearch o f  him. Thus was the predifclion o f D ebo
rah to Barak verified : "that the honour o f the vifclory 
fhould in part be due to a woman.

Barak afterwards diretled his march towards Azor, 
and meeting with Jabinon the way, encountertdand 
flew him. He next made himleu mafler o f the city, 
which he razed from the very foundation ; and from 
this time continued to govern Ifrael for the fpace o f 
about forty years. *
The M i d i t .  Soon after' the deaths « f Deborah and 
dn'e’ T~ ■which happt:ned nearly about the
n'avcthetfra- fame time, the Midianites uniting their 
elite*. forces with thi»fe o f the Amalekites and
the Arabians, attacked the Ifraelites, and vanquifhed 
them in feveral battles; r.lundering and laying wafte 
their country, for the ful!-term o f feven fucceflive 

tyears. The Ifraelites were at length compelled to 
abandon their habitations on the plains, and to fly

*■ T hat is, one q f the nails or great j j i n s  with which tentj are 
faftencd to the ground. T he original i* very emphatical, and 
fecms to have loft fome o f i t s  f o r c < *  the infertion o f the parti
cles ill our verfion; for, accordin^^> the Hebrew, the latter part

for refuge to the mountains, where they dug vault* 
and caves, both for the purpofe o f fheltering them- 
fclves from the purfuit or their enemies, and o f  fe- 
creting fuch o f their effefcls and provifions as they 
had been able to fave from the general depredation. 
The Midianites, however, did not attempt to ob- 
ftruft them from cultivating their land in the w inter; 
but conftantly deprived them o f the fruits o f their 
toil when the harved feafbn arrived. ’Hms were the 
Hebrews reduced to the moft abjeft Itate o f mifery 
and ^ Ĵnt, and  ̂ in this extremity, Tolacing all their 
hopej/of ra ie f in prayers and fupplications to the 
Alm>^hty, as their la(f refortj were delivered, as re
lated in the next chapter.

C H A  P. V.

G ID E O N  delivers the H E B R E W S  from the Bondage 
o f the M ID IA N IT E S .

A S Gideon, the fon o f  Joas, and one o f C id eo R  vifft* 
thechiefsof the tribeofManaffes,wai '•nan- 

on a certain occafion fecretly threfhing a 
fmall quantity o f corn in a place where he had been 
accultomedtoprefs his grapes; not daringto make ule 

o f his threfhing floor for that purpofe, led he fhould 
be deteded by the Midianites; an angel appeared to 
him, in the fhape o f a ypung man, and felicitated 
him on his hap)^inefs, in poUefling the favour o f the 
Almighty in an eminent degree. “  It is hardly cre
dible, ’ replied Gideon, t* that a man in my dillrcfled 
circuindances fhould be thtis diltingui/hed by the 
Creator o f the univerle.” The vifion bade him take 
courage, and, from that hour, to employ all his 
thoii^hts in devifing the means o f delivering hiscoun- 
trymen from the bondage under which they hall fu 
long groaned. “  Both m^uown incapacity,” faid 
Gitfeon, “  and the weaknei^ in point o f numbers, 
o f the tribe to which I belong, effedually cut off all 
hopes o f fuccefs in an enterpriz* o f this nature." 
The angel made anfwer, that God would fupply 
whatever might be deficient in him, and that under 
his condufcl the Ifraelites fhould certainly prove v ic 
torious. The particulars o f  this affair n;iving been 
commurticatcd In; Gideon to feveral o f his compani
ons, they exprefled the fulleit confidence in the pre- 
diftion, and, accordingly, quickly affemble^t an 
army of ten thouland choice men, who were deter
m i n e d  to encounter every danger in fupport o f the 
common caufe.

Mean time, the Almighty appeared to Hiidreim. 
Gideon in a dream, and gave him further 
inflruttions in what manner to proceed, in words to 
the follow ing'effefl:; “ In ortler to give-you the

o f the verfe in our tranflation fhould be, “  And fmote the trail 
into hii temples, and it faftencd itfelf into the ground ; and he wa» 
faft afleep, and he was wearied, and he was dead.”

ftrongeft
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ftrongelt conviftion that v'tftory is derived from 
above, and tliaf all hiiiimii llieii(5ih is vain without 
the divine aid, lead yourannv, in the nioft fcorch- 
iug time of the day, lo the banks o f  the river Jordan, 
and take particular notice o f the manner in which the 
foldicr* dritjk. S\ich o f them as (hall lay themfelves 
along upon the ground, and lhall drink with appar
ent ronipol'ure an<l vinroncern*, you may depend 
upon as men o f courage and relblution, and fit for 
tnedcfinn yoifh avein  meditation; but  ̂ with refpetl 
to thofe who drink ui hafte, and with viiiblc m«rks o f 
confulion in their countenances, they a1‘e atcLiated 
by a fear o f the enemy» and mglt not, on an \ ac
count, be conhded in. Gideon obeyed, and upon 
trial found no more tharfthree hundred men who an- 
1 wrrrd to the firlt del'cription. W ith this handful o f 
men he took poll on the banks o f  the river: but not 
without Itrong apprehenfions refpeiiing the event o f  
the enterprizc. T o  calm his fears, the Moft High 
ordered him to go fecrctly over to the enemy’s camp 
that night, accompanied by one o f his fbldiers, where 
he Ihould learn fome particulars which fliould revive 
his drooping courage. H e accordingly repaired to 
the camp of the M iaianites, taking with him his own 
ilsrvant Piiuran.
Gide<m'i*T.- Gideon divided his little army intothrce 
ttgsm in mt. bodies o f  one hundred men each, and 
•wkiofike having received orders from God to at-
«n'<ny- enemy during the night, at t̂  e
expiration o f the fourth wptch, he led them to the
charge; each man carrying in one,hand a pitcher
containing a btirnitig lamp, in order that they might 
attack the foe by furprize, and in the other a ram’s 
horn, to fervc inftead o f a trumpet. T he prodigi
ous number o f camels which the enemy had, and the 
variety o f  nations o f  which their arnw was compofed, 
each being diflindly polled, neceffarilv occafi6ned 
their camp to take up a very confideraDlc extent o f 
ground ; the whole, DO’ng enclofed within one com
mon line o f circunivallatTon. The Hebrews were or
dered by Gideon, upon their arrival at the enemy’s 
catnp, to break their pitchers, ant^ founding their 
horns, each man with his lamp in his hand, to begin 
T h «  M id i* ,  the attack with loud Ihojits. In fu llco n fi- 
n i te t  d i ic o m -  dence that God would grant them a com- 

plete vife\ory, they ftritily adhered to the 
orders they had received, and the enemy,' by this 
llrat^ em , were thrown into fo great a confufion and 
confternation, to which the darknefs o f  the night, 
the medley o f  languages, and thoVe impreflions of 
terror which would not permit them to diitinguilh be

*  T he mcaoi for this end wat to lelTen the numbers o f  G ideon’s 
arm y, and this expedient was well adapted to that purpofe. I'he 
itafon o f the year was fiiltry, the generality o f  the foldiers were 
weary, were faint, were thirf^ ; and it wa(prob^^Ie that the |>reat- 
eft number, when led to the refrefhing ftream, would indulge them
felves in drinking copious draughts o f  water. Few o f them could 
be fuppofed temperate, enough to refill the temptation ; and it was 
highly probable th»r this expedient would contribute to thin the 
arfliy. ■'I'his teems to be the intention o f  this experiment, and ex
p la in s  the text in a more natural and confifteui manner, than the 
opinion o f foitne, as Theodoret, Crotius, i x .  who imagine that they 
who l«p})ed the water were o f  a timorous difpofition, and were cho- 
fen as the propered inftruments to aggrandize the idea o f  the divine

2

tween friend and foe, all greatlv contributed, that 
tliey turned their arms upon each other, every man 
imagining the pcrfon next him to be an enemy. T h r  
flaughter, in fhort, was amazingly great; yet the 
number o f  tbofe ftain by the Hraelites bore but a 
fmall proportion to that o f thofe who fell by the 
hands o f their own aflbciates. W hen the reii oi the 
llViielites inhabiting thfi country received intelli
gence o f this fignal defeat, thev inftantly difpwched 
various parties o f  trf>ops, (^take poflefiion of 9II th6 
pafresandpaH’agesofthem oifitains, rivers, and tor
rents, in order to cut off the retreat o f the «Dd their tw» 
enemy, vall numbers o f whom they put to Jt"*!* ‘i*®* 
the fword, and-among the reft, two o f  their kings, 
O reb and Zeb.

T he wrctched remains o f this vaft body o f men  ̂
conlifting o f  about eighteen thoufand, with much 
difficulty effefted a retreat, and took poll on a fpot 
as far diflant as they conveniently could from the 
Hebrew camp. Altnough the army o f Gideon had 
undergone great fatigue in the late adion, he never- 
thelels continued the purlkit o f  this remnant o f  the 
Midianitd;, and, coming up with tlicm, totally 
routed the whole p arty; taking prifoners their two 
commanders, tlie princes Zebin and Heicabon; and 
putting the refl to tl>e Iword. In thefe difierent en
gagements there fell, o f the Midianites and their al
lies, nearly one hundred and twenty thoufand men; 
and the booty taken by the Jfraciites, conlifting o f  
gold, lilver, rich fluffs, camels, affes, and other ar
ticles, was o f  an immenfe value. Gideon upon hi* 
return home put to death the two Midianitifli princes 
mentioned above. . t »

T h e tribe o f Ephraimu however, to which 
he belonged, jealous o|' the great repuia- 
tion which he had acquired, affetled to be 
highly offended at his conducl in engag
ing the enemy without their privity or concurrence, 
and were on the point o f raifing arms againft him ; 
but Gideon, whofe raodcftv'aiia moderation were 
equal to his valour, averted the impending florm,

■ by reprefenting to them that throughout the whole o f  
the late tranfaaiona he had attcd under the immedi
ate diredion or the Alm ighty j and that they were 
equally eiititled with himfelf 10 a fhare in the honour 
of tiie v id o ry , altl;ough it had ])lcafed G od to allot 
to him the moft attive part therein.

H aving thus'accom plifhcd the deliver- Heuconflnu- 
an ceo f his country, Gideon would gladly fd governor 
have relinquifhed the command with 
which he had been invefledti"; but he fuffered him-

Om nipotence; whereas it is evident from the context, that they 
who were o f a fearful difpofition had been difiniiTed before: thecon- 
je d u re o f Jarchi, that thev who kneeled down were by that means 
difcovered to have been tne worihippers o f  Baal, and were rejeiled 
upon that account, is a ftr-fetched conceit, which h»s not the leaft 
foundation in Scripture.

+ It feems, they wanted to make him a kin g ; but G ideon, who 
was too well acquainted w ith the nature o f the theocracy tobfc<tor-‘ 
rupted with the profpedt o f  a crown, pioufly reje^ls their offer : an 
oficr which at the fame tim»^as it digniftes the character o f Gi<kon, 
fhewt the Ifraelitet to be k)ft totevcr)’ principle o f  gratitude towardg 
their heavenly k in g, who had irfcued them from mifery and de- 
(IruitioD by an incxivclTible ferics o f miraclci.

fclf,

G id e o n  p tc t*  
hei th<! irur*» 
m u r ia g  E]>lu 
r a tm u e t .
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N;;fclf, at length, to be prevailed on, by the earneft in- 
treatics ana importunities o f the people, to continue 
io  his office as judge ; which he held for the fpace o f 
forty years; enathng laws, and adminiltcring juUice 
with luch ftrift impartiality, that not on e inttance 
occurred o f  an appeal from his decifions, throughout 
the whole period during which he governed Ilrael. 
H e died in an advanced age, and was buried in his 
native place, the land o f E ^ ra im . •

C H A  P. VI.
Cruelty and tyrannical ConduB o f A B IM E L E C H , 

The A M M O N IT E S  and P H IL IS T IN E S  fubdut 
the H E B R E W S . They are refcued from  Slavery 
by J E P H T H A H . A B S A N , E L O N , andABD O N , 

JuccfJfivety govern IS R A E L .

 ̂ I 'H E  ifTue which Gideon left were 
X fe

A b im e le c h  ■ r  i  • ■ i- l
ufurpt the A  leventy legitimate Ions, by various
i n d 'k i u T i U  women, and one natural fon by his con-
hlf b re th r e n ,  cubine Druma, whom he namW Abime-
(uccpi jM h a n ,  lech. SooH after the death o f  Gideon,
whocfcap*!. Abimelech repaired to Sichem, where
the kindred o f his mother refided. From them he 
obtained a fimply o f  money, and, finding them to 
be men o f  diffolute lives, and qualified for the per
petration o f  any manner o f  wicitednefs, he engaged 
a certain number o f  them to accompany him on his 
return. Immediately upon his arrival at his father’s 
houfe he put all his brethren to death, except Jothan, 

fortunately efcaped his cruelty, by concealing 
him fclf fo fecretly as to bafflo every endeavour to 
difcovcr his retreat. Havinf^ by this means fei/.ed 
on the fuoreme power*; Abimelech openly profeiruig 
the utmoft contempt o f  every ordinance, divine and 
human, exercifed bis authority in a manner which 
drew upon him the univerfal odium. During thefe 
tranfaftions, Jothan, who had escaped the general 
maifacre o f  his brethren, for the fpace o f three years 
was compelled to lead a wandering life among the 
mountains, through fear o f  the refentnient o f Abime
lech. In a (hort time fubfequent to this event,’  the 
Sichemites being imprellcd with a duefenfe o f the 
barbarity which had been executed on the fons o f  G i
deon, banifhed Abimelech from thjiir city and tribe; 
which indignity he fought every mesms to revenge, 
zttui c.uftt Zebul, one o f  the principal men among 
o « i t o b « c » .  the Sichemites, and who had. formerly 
j e l l e d thecity. holl^of Abimelech, contrived to
give him private notice o f  the prafclices which Gaal 
was carrying on againft h im ; advifing him, at the 
fame time, to endeavour to feizokhis perfon, by lla- 
tioning a party o f his troops in ambufli near the city ; 
engaging to lure him into the fnarc, and, when that 
dclign ihould be effe£led, to reinftate Abimelech in

•  He muft not be confidered at a jutlgc, much left appointed by 
G o d ; but as an ufurper, who dared ,■» alter the divine govern- 
iBfiit, by making bim fclf a k in g. .Trobably the ambition o f  A bi-

Nou 5.

the favour o f the citizcns. This advice was adopted * 
and Gaal, haying imprudently remained too long in 
the fuburbs, in company with Zehul, oblerved the 
troops o f  Abimelecn advancing towards the city, 
and mentioned the circumllancc to Z e b u l; but the 
latter pretended to be o f a contrar)'opinion, and en
deavoured to pcrfuade him that it was the lhadow o f 
the mountains which he faw. Gaal, however, per- 
lilted in his former aflertion, and was reproachc(l by 
his companion with timidity, in thus* retreating be
fore j^ im elech, whom he hadfo'repeatedly branded 
w itl^owardice. 'Fhis reproof induced him to lead 
his ifrtMjps, though in fome diforder, againlt the ene
my ; but he was repulfed at the hrlt onlet, and, after 
having loft a few of his men* retired within the wall* 
o f  the city. From this incident Zebul took occafton 
to reprefent him to the people as a perlbn dcticicnt m 
valour, and thereby procured his expulfion.

Abimelech led his anny againfl The- Abimei«h 
bes, o f which city he made hinifelf mafter •>r«
by' affault; but the garrifon retired into *“ ”*"• 
the citadel. Having advanced to the very gates o f  
this edifice, with a full determination either to force 
them or fet them on fire, a woman let drop from the 
top o f  the wall a large piece o f a mill-ftone, which, 
falling on his head, beat him from his horle. Per
ceiving, when he had in fome degree recovered hiin- 
felf from the blow, that the wound which he had 
received was mortal, he ordered his armour-bearer 
to diinatch him inilantly^ that it might not be laid 
that he died ^y the hands o f  a woman. He w m  
obeyed; and paid the forfeit o f  his barbarities to hi* 
brethren and the Sichemites. Immediately after the 
death o f Abimelech, his army difbanded ; each man 
returning to his own habitation.

A  Gileadite named Jair, o f the tribe o f j.irmidt fo. 
Maftaffes, was the next who undertook 
thef;overnment o f Ifracl. This man, in every in- 
fiance, enjoyed great hapjyjjefs, but particularly in 
the pofl'eflion o f a numerous and deferving progeny; 
being the father o f  thirty fons, equally famed for 
their virtue and bravery, and of high rank and au
thority in the country in which they dwelt. He olH- 
ciated in this poll twenty-two years, died in an ad- 
vanced age, and was buried in tiie city o f Camon, 
in the land o f Gilead.

A t thVs period the Hebrews were become totally 
regardlefs o f their duty both to God and man ; aini 
this extreme deyravity rendered them fo defpiiable 
in the eyes o f their neighbours, the Ammonites and 
Philillines, that they invaded their countrv with a 
powerful army, and with great facility niatle an en
tire conqueft o f all that part thereof which lies on 
this fide Jordan, intending to pals the river, and 
fubdue the remainder. In this dilemma, the Ifrael- 
ites, as was cTiflomary with them when they chance^ 
to be involved in any great calamity, again had rq̂  •

melcch, and bis dreadful end, fo terrified the KraclitrC tliat tlity 
did not attempt to eleil another k in g; but wifely fubmitted to thofg 
judges whom G ixl wat ple«fed to f la c c o v u  tlkcui.

JB b courfc
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courfe to iacrifices and fupplications to G od for dcr 
UveraHce; and eyen this extorted repentance pro
cured from the Alm ighty a promife o f  m rdon and 
afliftance. T h e Ammonttes having at this time in
vaded the land o f Gilead, the inhabitants took up 
arms with a view of repelling their attacks, and be
ing dellitute o f  a leader, fohcited Jephdiah, a man 
highly cfteemed among them both mr his courajfc 
and conduft, and who Kept a confiderable l»(>dy o f 
troops in his own pay, to take upon him for life the 
command o f  their army. V
He u fuc- Jephthah refufed, at firft,*to c l^ p ly
cwdtd ky with their requclt; upbraiding then^vitn 
jephih»iii bafenefs, in'thus applying to him in their 
dittrefs, to whom they Kad formerly denied all affif- 
tancc at a time when he flood in the utmoft need of 
aid agairift the cruel perfecutions o f  his brethren. 
T he Il'raelites, however, Hill importuning him to 
efpoufe their caufe, he at length yielded to their fo- 
licitations, and was accordingly inveiled with the 
fupreme command o f their troops, 
who marche. .H aving incorporated his own forces
ifiinft the With thofe o f the Hebrews, Jephthah 
AmmoaiKt. marched to Mifpah, from whcnce he dif- 
patchedembaffedorstothe k in go f the Ammonites, to 
reprefent to him the injuftice o f  which he was guilty, 
in thus invading the country to which he had no rea- 
I'onable pretenUon. This charge the king retorted 
upon the Ifraelites, who, he obferved, after their 
departure from i^gypt, b»d, without any other 
right than merely that o f  conquelt, .polfefled them- 
felves o f  the country o f  the Ammonites; perempto
rily  enjoining them to quit the famt-, and to le e k  
fame more dinant refidence. Jephthah replied, that 
the Ammonites, inftead o f  complaining that the 
Hebrews had eftabliflied themfelves in Amorrha;a, 
ought rather to acknowledge the moderation o f ‘that 
people in permitting them to retain the poHeHiom o f 
their own country otAnnmon, from which Mofes 
might have expelled them; concluding with a decla
ration, that the Hebrews would not, upon any ac
count, relinquifh thofe lands, in which they had 
been fettled for the term o f three hundred y e a r s , but 
would, with the divine aid, maintain themfelves 
therein againft every effort o f  their enemies to dif- 
IH)flefs them. The peremptorinels o f  this declara
tion at once put an end to the treaty, and both par
ties prepared for war.

W?ien the two armies were in figljt o f each other, 
Jephthah made a vt)w, that, if  G od fhould be jrfeaf- 
ed to permit him to return a conqueror, he would 
ifttler up in facrilice the firlt living creature he (hould 
meet with upon hia entrance into the city in which

.......... ............ ................. I .................... i . " .

*  This palTage has ope;>cc! a (j>acious field fos controvcriy, in 
which the commentators Viave ranged themfelves on oppofitc fiiJes: 
the whole ftream df antiquity pofitively aflerts thnt Jeplithah faerie 
ficcd hi* daughter ; while feveral grcut naaiet suiiong the moderni 
have conteniled as warmly to prove ihat he did not. The difficulty 
arifcs Y.hiJlly from Jephthah’s faying, verfe 3 1. H'hatjorvtr 
temeth forth—-Jhall Jurety be the LoiJ's, and I  >will offir il as a 
burnt-tjfiri*g. But, 88 G rotius pertinently obfervcs, fuppoiing a

I n  c o n fe .  
q u e n c c  o f  a  
r j f l i  v o w . h e  

'f a c r i f ic c i  h i i  
d a u jh l e r .

he refided. H e afterwards engaged the He defeat, 
enemy, and put them totally to the ro u t; 
puri’uing them, with great flaughter, as far as the 
city  o f  Manaith. H e alfo made an irruption into the 
land o f  Amipon 5 taking and dearoying feveral ci
ties, and dividing the booty, which was very conli- 
derable, among his troops. This viftory, in Ihort, 
emancipated thrf Hebrews from a bondage under 
which they had groaned for the.term  o f eighteen 
years. *

T h e conduft o f  Jephthah^ throughout 
the whtfle o f this war, acquired him great 
and deferved reputation; but upon his 
return home, an incident befel hirn which 
fuddenly convertedallhis fatisfa£liontnto 
the deejwft forrow. For, when ht was on the point 
o f  entering the city in which he refided, the firft pc;r-. 
fon whom lie difcovered was his only daughter, who, 
with a heart filled with jo y , had come forth to meet 
him, and to congratulate him on his rpturn. H e 
was ftruck with inexpreililjlc horror at the fight, and, 
in the utmost anguim o f mind, acquainted ner with 
the partfAulars o f  his fatal vow. Unmoved at the 
dreadful tale, ftie nobly replied that {be would chear- 
fully fubmit to death, for the fake o f  preferving her 
father’s honour, and of affuring the freedom o f her 
coun try; requefting only, that he would allow her 
two months to prepare herfislf, and to bid farewell to 
the virgins, her compatiions, after which he might 
perform his vow whenever he fiiould think proper. 
This requeft was granted, and, at the expiration o f  
the above term, this immaculate and ielf-devoted 
vidim  yielded up her life at the altar, in cojnpli^’ ''*  
with the will o f  her father; who, hurried away by a 
blind zeal, manifelled gn the occafion an utter ditre- 
jard o f  every confideration o f  juftice and eommon 
ame *.

Jephthah died in the feventh year o f  
his adminiilration, and was interred at eecds to  th e  

Sebeth, the place o f his birth, in the land 
o f  Gilead. H e was fucceeded by Abfan, o f  the tribe 
o f Judah, who dwelt in the city o f Bethlehem, and 
governed Hi^el feven years; out no incident hap
pened during that period, o f fufiicient confequenceto 
be recorded. H e left ninety children, fixty o f  whom 
were males, and thirty daughters; all o f  whom were 
married at the time ot his deceale. T o  him ilicceeded 
Elon, o f  the tribe 'of Zebuloft, who ruled the people 
ten years ; nor was his government diitinguimed by 
any memorable event. T he next perfon who go
verned Ifrael was Abdon, tke fon 01 H eliel, o f the 
tribe o f  Ephraim, and a native o f  the city o f  Pha- 
rathon. H e had a numeroui progeny, confilting o f

dog ot w.a/s had met him, could behave offered up them fo ra  
burnt-ojferin[ t  H e could not have done i t ; and therefore his pro
mife or vfltv muft mean, tfiit I f  i f  was any tTiing that could be 
offtnd f t r  a burnt-afferiiig, he ’would oficr i t ; i f  not, whatever it 
wa», it Jhauld be-the Lord’s:  and were tlie particle tranllated ohJ, 
in the kn K a zt Jhallfurelj be the Lord's, i n i  I  nuiltoffer it, tranflatcd, 
as in the margin, and as it ^ u i^ es many times, or, all the dliSculty 
would ccnainly be removed, v

^ forty
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forty fons and tliirty grandfons, â l o f  whom were 
expert borfemen; and o f  thefe his ordinary guard 
was conipofed: but the tranauillity o f  the times 
during his adminiftration, affbrclcd no incident wor
thy o f  being tranfmitted to pofte-rity. He died at a 
great age, and was buried with much pomp and fo- 
lemnity in the city o f  Piiarathon.

C H A ,P . VII.
The P H IL IS T IN E S  fubjugflte the IS R A E L IT E S .

Birth o f SA M SO N , and his wondrous Exptoits.

TiwMebrewj Philiftincs, after the death o f
«r. *f(i»vea X Abfan, held the Hebrews in fubjec-
fcy thej ’h i i i f ,  tion nearly for the fpace o f forty years;

but they at length obtained their liberty 
in the manner follow ing:

A  perfon w hofe name was Manoah, o f the tribe o f 
. Dan, a man o f  high rank and reputation in his own 

country, had married a woman o f  fuperlative beauty, 
but, t& his own unfpeakaWe grief, ihe proved child- 
lefs. He had a huuie fituated on a lonely f)^t, in the 
midft o f  an extenfive plain, to which he trequently 
repaired with his wife, aftd in this (blitude he fpent 
the greateft part o f  his time in importuning heaven 
for uie blelnng o f  a chil,d. It chanced on a certain 
day, when the woman was at the houle alone, an 
angel appeared to her, under the fhape o f  a tall 
young iiiiin, and, bidding her to conli:>le berlelf, 
prediaed lo her, that fhe mould bear a male child, 
who, when he fhould arrive at the years o f maturity, 
mould be remarkable for the gracefulnefs o f  his per- 

and for his fuperior ftrength, and fhould greatly 
humble the pride o f  the PhililUnes j enjoining her, 
in the nanjte o f  G od, neither to cut his hair, nor to 
fufler him to drink any thing befides water; and hav
ing given her thefe iiutrufclions, ihe vifion inllantly 
diiappeared. On the arrival o f her Imfband, flie 
acquainted hirn with the particulars o f  this vifion.

T h e angel, in a few days after, again prefented 
him felf before her, in the lame place in which fhe 

' had firll feen him, and flie begged his permifl^on to 
fetch her hufband ; who inltantly came with hej to 
the fpot. He then earneflly preffed the angel again 
to confirm the predifcUon which b© had before com
municated to his wife; but this the angel declined; ob- 
ferving to him, that it was fufficientjiif wife had been 
already made acquaintea therewith. He alfo foli- 
cited tne angel to declare to him his name and qua
lity, that, when he fhould have obtained tht* promif- 
ed bleffing o f a child, be ^flight know to whom to pay 
bis acknowledgments. The vifion replied, that he 

/ neither expefted nor defired any gratification for 
the tidings he brought. Manoah, with fome diffi
culty, prevailed on nira,. however, to ftay and par
take o f  a kid, which he had killed and given to his 
wife to drefs.

* Some derive hib name from the fun, bfcaufe h ii birth
prognoftitatcd the rifing o f  the Hebrew*,’ and letting o f  tJK Philir-

When e^-ery thing w’as in readinefs, the angel or* 
dered.the flelh and bread to be placed without difhes, 
on an adjacent ro ck ; which Ijcing done, with a 
wand which he held in his hand, he touchcdthe ncfli, 
and inflantly a flame ifTucd therefrom, which totally 
confuined both it and the bread; and the attgel af- 
cended to heaven in the Inioke which arofe from this 
preternatural fire.  ̂ Manoah expreffed a flrong ap- 
prehenfiou that this prodigy boded fome great evil 
to them; but his wife endeavoured to difpel his fears, 
confidently affuringhim , that it would be j>rodudivo 
o f  the grc»teft comfort and happinefs to them both. 
She foon afterwards perceived herfelf to be pregnant, 
and from that hour carefully kept in mind the in- 
flru£Uons which fhe had received from the angel.

In due courfc o f  time fhe was delivered Bitthof Sim. 
o f  a fon, whom they named Sainfon *, fig- f«> 
nifying, in the Hebrew to n ^ e , nbuft. A s he grew 
up, the corrielinefs o f his penon, and the rigid tem
perance which he obferved in his manner or living, 
gave him au appearance o f  fomething more than 
mortal.

Having repaired on the celebration o f  a folemn 
feflrival, to Timnah, a city belonging to the Philif- 
tines, he there faw a damfel o f whom he became 
:>afIionately enamoured; and urgently folicited his 
ather to obtain her for him in marriage. His father, 

at f i^ , refufed to comply with his requell; repre- 
fenting to him, that, by the Hebrew laws, all mar
riages with women o f foreign nations were ftrifclly 
forbidden; and that there* were inany women o f his 
own nation with whom a matrimonial connefclion 
would be far more eligible than the party wvith whom 
he foiight an alliance. Hut the impetuofity o f the 
fon’s palTion, proved an over-match for all the dif- 
cretion and authority o f  the father, and Samfon wa» 
pemjitted to contraa himfelf to the damfel in quef- 
tion.^ Being one day on the road which H*k4iii> 
led to the place o f  refidence o f  his interwl- 
ed bride, ne chanced to meet a lion. Totally un- 
difmayed at the unexpefled fight o f this terrible ani
mal, ne undauntedly advanced towards him, and 
though deftitute o f every kind o f weapon, he attack
ed the creature, and quickly ftranglea him, throwing 
the body afterwards into an adjacent thicket.

Some few days afterwards, he chanced to pafs along 
the fama path again, on a fecond vifit to hit> m illrefs; 
andftepping out o f the road to take a view o f the car- 
cafie oi the lion, he found it occupied by a fwans o f 
bees, who were employed in working their wax and 
honey. He took three o f  the combs, which he pre- 
fented, together with fome other anicles wluch he 
had procured for the purpofe, to his millrefs. On 
the day o f  the nuptials, he was attended by thirty o f  
the ftoutefl young men o f the country,' whom the 
friendsof the bride, confcious o f his amazing flrength, 
had lelefted for that office, under the pretext o f doing 

i him honour; but, in reality, to prevent any baa

j! tine*. <j)uranthor, indeed, fay* it fignifie* ; but upon what 
 ̂ authority he fo w d t bis aHeition, cannot be difcovcrcd.
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effcfts which mieht otKcrwife happen, from his maii- 
ingtou  free a »(e of’ the juice of the grape. In the 
H i i r i 4 d l e .  Hiidfl of’ thcir jollity, Samfon informed 
' ‘ the company that he had a riddle to pro-

f)ofe to them, and that as many o f them as (liould 
blve it in the courfe o f feven days, fhould each man 

receive from him a coat and <i fhirt; and at once 
acquire both reputation and profit. T he whole 
company, being animated, fome with a defire o f 
manifefling thtir penetration, and others with a thirft 
o f  gain, eagerly requefted him to propound the 
zn ig m a ; which he accordingly did, in thr? following 
words : “  O ut o f the eater came forth meat, and from 
the ftrong was produced fweetnefs t . ”

W hen the Philiffincs had in vain racked their ima
ginations for the fpace o f three days, to difcoverthe 
meaning o f this riadle they applied thcmf'elves to the 
ncwly-eipoufed wife o f Samfon ; enjoining her, at the

Eeril o f being burnt alive, to obtain from her huf- 
and an explanation o f the whole myffcrv. He for 

fome time refilled all her importunities ; but on her 
reproaching him with a want o f affettion for her, in 
thus refufing to confide the fecret to her, he difclofed 
all the circumflances relative to his combat with the 
lion, and to  the honey-combs which he brought her ; 
and (he communicated every particular to the Phi- 
liftlnes. The day being now arrived which had been 
appointed for the folution o f this riddle, the Philif- 
tines aflcmbled before fun-fet, and repairing in a 
body to Samfon, gave him the explanation in the 
fubfequent terms ; “  No' creature pofTefl’cs more 
ftrength than a lion, nor can any thing be fweeter 
than honey.”

Samfon fo highly refented the conduftof his wife on 
this occafion, that he formally repudiated her; and 
ftie, from a motive o f  revenge, cfpoufcd the perfon 
who had been the chief promoter o f their uqion. 
This a£lion Samfon confidered as fo heinous an af
front, that hcsvowed vengeance not only on the wo
man, but aifo on the whole nation o f the Philiflines ; 
and an opportunity foon afterwards offered for the 
ample execution o f his defign. The time o f harveit 
being now ju fl at hand, Samfon procured three hun
dred foxes, and, tying them tail to tail, with a fire
brand between each two o f them, he turned the whole 
number loofe into the fields o f the Philiflines, where 
they prefently deflroyed all the corn which 'vas then 
rii)c for cuttm g*. W hen the princes o f  the Philif- 
tinec learnt who was the author o f this outrage, and 
the motives by which he had been infligated to it, 
they immediately repaired to Timnah, and, feizing 
Samfon’s late wife, with her father, and all her kin
dred, publicly burnt them alive.

+ It w»« an ancient )iniAice (among the G rorki efpecially) to 
pro)v>re enigmas, and it has continued to this day in a greater or left 
degree. As fymbolic writing, the more it receded from the pro
per hieroglyphic, tiie mote it became ob(cure; fo it was with 
tfiiii parable, which grew the more mylterioiis, fill it became a riddle, 
which enatUy correipuodcd with the eniemaUca^ hiefo^lyj!liic, 
7'biii, in facrcd/criptuTe, is called 9 dark luytngj by wa^^ofcmi-

S a m fo n  re- 
ttrn to the 
Tocic' £tm.

Samfon had now fixed his refidence on 
the rock o f  Etam, a place o f  prodigious 
nrength, and from thence made frequent 
incurfinns into the lands o f the Philiflines, deflroying

freat numbers o f the inhabitants. This rock was 
ituated in the diflrift o f the tribe o f Judah, againfl 

whom the Philiflines, in revenge for the continual 
depn'dations o f .Samfon, were on the point o f  com - 
njencing hoflilities. It was in vain that thefe unfor
tunate people pleaded in their juftification, that they 
had demeaned tHemfelves peaceably, had regularly 
paid the tribute which had been impofed upon them, 
and were perfe£lly free from all participation in the 
guilt o f  Samfon and his affociates; for the Philif- 
tines peremptorily declared to them, that unlefs they 
delivered up the perfon o f Samfon, thev muft CJtpeft 
to be confidered, and to be puniflied alfb, as the 
abettorsof his crimes.

T o  clear themfelves from every impu- An»rmtd 
tation on this head, they aflembled a body 
o f three thouf'and armed men, and march- '>*“ •
ed to the fpot where he lefidedj and there entere(|. 
into conf<!p-ence with hi.s companions, reprefenting to 
them the danger to which the violences o f  Sam
fon had expofed the Hebrew nation, by exciting 
againfl them the refentment o f  a powerful enemy, 
who, if  not timely appeafed, might probably be in
duced to extirpate their whole race; adding, that 
their foie defign in coming thither was to fecure the 
perfon o f Samfon, and to deliver him into the hands 
o f the Philiflines; to which they exhorted him to 
fubmit voluntarily, both for their fakes and for his 
own. Sampfon hereupon defcended from the rock, 
and, having obtained a folemn oath from them mat 
they would be fatisfied with delivering him up to the 
Philiflines, without offering him any perfonal injury 
themfelves, furrendering himfelf to his countrymen, 
who bound hitri, and led him away to a fpot before 
agreed on, which wasthen o f no particular note, but 
wnich a memorable a£lion afterwards performed there 
by Samfon rendered defervedly famous to poflerity. 
At a fmall diflance from the camp o f the Philiflines, 
they were met by a numerous body o f  people, who 
expreffed their jo y  at feeing this dreaded foe in thcir 
power, with the loudeft fhouts and acclamations.

Samfon in the niean time fiiapping afun- h * n . y i  a 

der the cords with which he was bound, >i>ouf*ni 
feized the jaw-boEC o f an aA which hap- 
pened to lie near him, and fuddenly attacking the Phi- 
liflines, flew nearly a thoufand o f them on the fpot, 
and put tne reft to flight. He was fo much elated 
with this v id o ry , that he arrogated to himfelf the 
honour o f that adion, without confidering that it was

nence. In the interpretation o f  thefe ritldles confiiled old eafter'n 
wifdom, according to the obfervation, Prov. i. 5.

* Foxes, it is well known, are lieatti o f  prev, and extremely cun
ning: Samfon did the country fer\ ire bjr coflefting fo many, and 
putting them together in the manner he did, and thereby deflroying 
fo great a number o f  thofe rapacious creatures. Thi^ in  foTK wea- 
fure compeniktcd for the damage done to the corn.

to

....



f t ^ K  l A i ^ T T a V I T l E S  O F  T H E  J E W S . tOl

cdi tor hit 
pnJeovith ex. 
treme (hirft, 
Cod relieves 
him* in  hit 
humble pray
er.

to G od alone, to whom the glory o f the atchicvcnir.nt 
B-.ing kiueic. o ’i l  C becti alcribcd. But, in tlic

mirfft of̂  this impious vaunting, he found 
hiinfclf fuddenly attacked by a violent 
thirlj, which convinced him « f  the vanity 
o f  his boalls, by demonftrating to him 
that all his fucccfTes did not exempt him 
from the common accfdcnts o f  human 

nature. He therefore humbled himfelf before Gofl, 
acknov, ledging hi^foriuer1)relump.Won in afluming to 
himfclt the victory, requcl);ing pardon i'or his crimes, 
and promifinjj in lu tu rcto  r^lyjblelyupon the power 
and goodnels o f the Alm ighty for deliverance in all 
his diftrt fl'es. Nor was his penitence inQff'eCluul: for 
immediately there gulhed from a neighbouring rock 
a fheam ofthepurelt water, for the relief o f his raging 
thirll; and this rock to the prefetit time bears the 
name o f in allufion to the above-mentioned
exploit o f  S^mfon.

f ic  now held the power o f  the Philillines in fuch 
ettcr contempt, that he fqrypled not to go publicly to 
(jaza , and to take up his abode at a common inn. 
T he circumftance o fiiis  arrival having beSi commu- 
nicated to the governor o f  the city, he llationed a 
number o f foldiers and fpies about the houfc, to pre- 
Sjmfon ear- vent lus cfcapc. Sainfon having received 
ri«» llie fomc intimation o f the defign, rofc at mid- 
tuesof Gm». night, and, taking the gates o f the city o lf 
their hinges, conveyed them away on his flioulaers, 
with all their appurtenances o f  frames, bolts, and 
locks, as far as mount Hebron, where he left them.

B y  degrees, Sanifon’had now acquired fo ^rong a 
diltifte to the laws and cuftoms o f  his own country, 
and, confcquently, fuch a propenfity to thofe o f  the 
neighbouring nations, as, in the fequel, proved his 
dellruftion. H e unfortunately conceived a violent 
palTion for a common proftitute, in the land o f the 
PhilifUnes, whofc name was Dalilah; and with this 
woman he openly cohabited. T h e princes o f  the 
country, perceiving to how great a degree he was in
fatuated b y  his infamous paffion, fecretly wrought 
upon this mercenary woman, by the forcc o f  bribes 
and promifes*, to unite with them in the deflgp o f 
cfFefting his ruin. T he part wiiich they alTigned her 
to att in this plot was, to obtain from him a confcflion 
where that invincible flrength was feated, o f  Which 
he had given fo many extraordinijfy proofs. She, 
accordingly, took everjn)pportunuy* in his hours 
ofebriety and dalliance, to exprefs her admiration o f 
his flrength and afciivity, and to importune him to ac
quaint her in what part o4' his body that excellency 
lav, which rendered him fo infinitely fuperior to all 
otner men. But Samfon retained as yet fo much 

, prudencc, as cjiabled him to perceive and to coun
terwork the artifices o f his m illrcfs; and he replied, 
tllat if  his hands were bound with feven gieen withs,

 ̂ *  'The text infom u u«, that every one o f  the lords o f  the Philif- 
tines engaged to give her eleven hundred {iTekeli, on delivering Sam- 
fun into tbeir bandi. N ow  by •' piece* o f filrer”  it generally under-

No. 6.

or creepers o f  the vine, he fhould tht-n poffcfs no 
greater decree o f  fom - than the re ll'o f mankind.

Thi« inlormaiion Dalilah immcdinti’ly nj jeccKo.* 
conmunucate<l to the magillrates o f the »i>« 
place, w'ho, in ronfeq^uence, (i-cretlv dif- 
patched a band o f foldiers ta  the houf'e in which Sanat
ion refided, with orders to fccure his perfon the firll 
opportunity that fhould offer. Finding' iiim iiitoxi 
cated and adeep, they bound him in flie manner be
fore (l|}jfcribed ; but Samfon being awakened by th<* 
outcries ofc Dalilah, that the Phiiiftines were upoo 
him, inffanily fnapped the withs, like fo many 
threads, and, putting himfelf^in a ])oflure o f defence, 
obliged the aflailants to mu^c a precipitate retreat. 
Dalilah affeded to be highly incenfed at the dcceptioti 
which had been put upon her, and bitterly rcproachetl 
Samfon with a want ofaffedion for her; adc ing, tJiat 
fhe thought herlelf greatly injured by his fufpicioni 
that fhe was lefs capable o f keeping a fccrct than any 
o fh e r fe x . She, however, flill perfifted in fblicitin^ 
him to reveal to her what fhe defired to know,dnd he 
again deceived her, on two fubfequent occVfions, 
with feigned llories; telling her at firtt, that i f  he 
were to be bound with fcven cords, he fhould be de
prived thereby o f all power o f  refiftarjce: and, afi«r* 
vards, that the fame efFed would be produced by fil
leting and braiding his hair.

Though thus thrice b»filed, Dalilah was 
not yet dilcouraged; but, partly through 
refentinent, and partly fr(»m a principle o f 
obfUnacy, flu; tontinucd to urge him fo 
earneflly with intreaties and carefTeii, that 
in an evil hour, he difclofed to her the im
portant liecrct in thefe words : “  That fu- 
preme Being, from wham I derive my cx- 
illence, and who has been pleafed to dif- 
tiuguifh me in a particular manner by his favotjr, 
has ftridly commanded m<; never to fiiffer my hair 
to be cu t; as in the prefervation thereof intirclycon- 
fifts my fafety and ftrength." Having made this dif- 
covery, fhe looii afterwards deprived him o f his lock* 
w'hilft he flept, and, in this defencelefs condition, de
livered him into the hands o f the Philillines, who put 
out his eyes, and led him about as a public fpcdutle.

A  conhderable time had now elapfed, when a felli- 
val was celebrated by the Phiiiftines, at which were 
affembled all the princes and nobility o f  the country. 
In the height o f their merriment, it was propofuJ to 
fend for Samfon# to make Iport for the company, 
'riie roof o f the edifice in which they were regalingj 
was f\ipportcd by two large pillars only. Samlon, 
whofc lair was uow grown again, meditating vt nge- 
ance on his enemies, was now brought injo tlie allein- 
bly ; and feigning to be weary with walking, he dcG- 
red the boy d> whom he was attended to lead him rĉ  
one o f  tUe pillars, that he might r f̂t himfelf againfl it,

ftood fliel'.els; fo that the whole fum amoanted to  five thouf!- ' f 
hundred flipkels, or about three h«ndrcd tnd forty-three p--un' ; 
teen fliitlin»ifteriing.

. C  C

D tU lih , by
her impotlu- 
nity, ot)Uin» 
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Sumfont (n4 
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m icti who put 
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and impiirua 
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His requeft being complied with. Sainfon, 
exerting his utmoft ftrength, ihook the 
pillar with fuch force, that he foon brought 
down the building on the heads o f all thofe 
who were therein, amounting to full three 
thoufand perfons; him ielf perilhing with 
the re ftt.

Thus died Samfon in the twentieth year o f his ad- 
miniilration. He was famed for his amazing ttrength 
and couEage, and acquired great honour by the 
f  xcrtioji o f  thole qualities againft the enc^nies' o f his 
country. It tnuft be acknowledged that he fuffered 
himfclf to be deluded .by the artifices o f  a wicked 
woman; but this is a (railty inherent in the very 
nature o f mankind. His corpfe was conveyed by his 
relations to Sarafa, where it was interred in the burial 
place o f  the family.

C H A P .  VIII.

C(miainin^ the Hijiory o f N AO M I, R U T H , and 
B O O Z .

*“ A  F T E R  the death o f Samfon, EH the 
hlgh-prieft fucceeded to the govern-' 

•ndhiifnmiiy ment, and in his time there arofe a dread- 
y. " **'* fti] famine in the land. In confequence o f 

thi.s dearth, Abimelech, a citizcn o f  Beth
lehem, in the tribe o f  Ju6ah, accompanied by his 
Vfife Naomi, and his two fons, MalloVx and Chellion, 
retired with his effefts into the land o f  Moab. Here 
every thing went favourably with him, and his fons 
qontraQcd themlelves to two women o f the country, 
whofe names were Orpha and Ruth. A t the expira
tion o f ten years, Abimelech and his fons diea, all 
within a Ihort time o f each other. Naomi feeing,her- 
felf thus deprived o f thofe perfons, her afteftion for 
whom had oeen the foie motive which had induced 
•her to quit her own country, determined to return 
thither, efpeciaily as flae had learnt that matters were 
now in a better ftate then when (he came away. The 
widows o f her fons were very urgent with her to fuf- 
fer them to accompany her ; but to this.flie abfolutely 
refiifed to confcnt; alledging the length o f the jour
ney, and her incapacity to provide for them'on tlicir 
arrival at Bcthlenem, as reafons for her rcfufal. 
TherTd objeftions fatisfied O rpha; but no arguments 
could induce Ruth to abandon hct- mother-in-law'; 
and Naomi therefore departed, taking Rujhwith her.

, Naomi and T h cv wcrc rcccived on thetr arrival at 
Huth remrn. Bethlehem by Booz or Boaz, a relation o f 
the deceafed Abim elech; and, the people calling 
Naomi by her name, and welcoming her on her

■f Our great architcft Sir Chriftophcr Wren, fpeaking o f  this tranf- 
■' 1 coiKcive liiit Uuiidtng was aa oval areptutlk-atie; 

the Tcene in the iniiUllr, where a vaft roof o f  cedar beams refttng 
rounj upon tlic «iaHs. centered all upon one (Iwrt architravc, that 
united two ccd;ir. pillars in the middle, Npw ii' Samfon, by hit mi. 
raculous ftrength, prcfling upon tliefe pillars, removed ihrm f f o a  
Uioif b *f« , the whole toof mult o f ncccflitj’ fall.

return home, fhe replied that, inftead o f  Naomt, 
they ought rather to call her M ara; the firft fignify- 
ing hafptnejs, and the latter J i r m v .  It being now the 
time o f  harveft, Ruth went with the permiJTion o f  her 
mother, into-the fields to g lean ; and wandering by 
accident into a field whicn belonged to B ooz, he 
chanced to comq thither himfelf auickly afterwards, 
and inquired o f his head-fervant what he knew o f her. 
TVre fervant acquainted \jim with fuch particulars 
concerning her htuation as he had learnt 
from herielf; and Booz, being highly o u r  u f  

pleal'ed with the affe€lion which ihc mam- •“ 
tdted for her mother-in-law, and her regard for the 
memory o f  her deceafed hufband, ordered that fhc 
(hould not only be permitted to gkan, but alfo to 
reap and carry away as much com  as fliC thoirght 
proper, and that {he fhould be daily furnifhed 
with a like portion o f meat and drink with the reft 
o f  his fer\'ants. Ruth carefully faved a part o f  the 
provifions which were given her, and carried it 
home at night, to o th e r  *vith her gleanings, to her 
mother-i/ylaw} and Naomi made a like referve for 
Ruth out o f  what fhe obtained from her charitable 
neighbours.

Ruth acquainted her mother with the ktndnefs o f  
Booz towards h e r t ; adding that, as he was a perfon 
o f  confiderable property, and famed for his virtue 
and piety, it was probable that he might commiferate 
their misfortunes, and take them under his care. 
Ruth ftill continued to repair every day dyring the 
harveft feafon to the fields o f  Booz, to glean with his 
maid-fervants; and for the fpace o f a few days, while 
his people were employed in threfhing the com , Booz 
took up his lodging; in his own barn. T his circum- 
ftance coming to the knowledge o f  Naomi, fhc advi« 
led Ruth to convey herfelf privately into the barn, 
during the night, and to lay herfelf^down to reft at 
the feet o f B >oz;' imagining thereby to promote the 
advantage o f l)oth parties.

Ruth, from a fcrupulous regard to the Ra,hcomp«e* 
ordrrs of her mother, obeyed; and Booz withNaomi’t 
chancing to wake about midnight, and »

Kerceiving a woman lying near him, alked 
er who fhe \hs. Having been fatisfied in this point, 

no further difcourfe pafl'ed between them till morning, 
when he bid her ,to take as much corn as Ihe pleafed, 
and to return ho«»e, befocc his fervants Ihould rife 
to their w ork; obferving that, in fuch-like cafes, 
perfons could not be too cautious, howe\'er innocent

fheir intentions were, to prevent difcovcry. H e 
urther told her that, as there was a perfon then refi- 

ding in Bethlehem, who was ftill nearer related to 
her than himfelf, he would advife her to infift upon 
his receiving her as his wife, according to the law o f

f  T he communion with heathen nations was peculiarly forbiJdpn 
b)t the law, ^  Um  graatLbw usi ag i inft idolatry.^ Som«
zealous adherents to the letter o f  the law carried this principle too 
far. n*^, fp far us to abltain from every kind o f intercuuifc aad bene- 
ficenct;. A  ftcangerand at. idolater, in the ideas o f  a Jew, *vre the 
fame; RuUt, therefore, meeting with fo much tcttdcroefs from 
Boaz, did Hot without r ^ u n  cxprcfs her furprifc.

4 MofcSi
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M ofes; and that, if  he (huuld refufe to com ply with 
her demand, he himfclf ihould then be at lioerty to 
cfpoufe her. W ith thefe inilru£lions Ruth returned 
to her mother, to whom (he communicated all the 
above particulars; and Naomi offered.up her moit 
grateful acknowledgments to heaven, for this favour
able change in their affairs.
Bom trMi. On the fame d ay, about noon, Booz 
with RutU’t convened an afl'emuly o f the magiftra»cs 
kmfman. gethlchem :* having previoufly given
notice o f  attendance to Ruth and her kinfman. Upon 
their appearance, he queftioned the latter, whether 
the eiiates o f Abim elcch, and his two Tons, Mal- 
lon and Chcllion, did not devolve to him after their 
deceafe. H aving received an anfwer in the affirma
tive, he then reminded him, thatlhe fame law which 
gave him pofTcflion o f  the eftate, provided alfo that 
he ftiould marry the rclick o f the deccafed; and point- 
ting to Ruth, “  T liat woman," faid he, “  is the widow 
o f Mallon : determine, therefore, whether you will 
receive her in marriage, or relinquifh the pofleflions 
o f  her late hufband, whicn you now enjoy.” T he 
kinfman declined to efpoufe her, alledgirfe that he 
yras already married, and had feveral children; and 
in due form, refignedto Booz, who, next to himfelfi 
was the neareft o f  kin to her, all pretenfions both to 
the'woman and the eflate. Booz caufed this renun
ciation to be regiftered, and tlien ordered Ruth to 
loofe the flioe oT her kinfman who had refufed to - 
efpoufe her, and to fpit in his face, according to a 
form pra£tiied in all hmilar cafes.
Marri««e of Booz afterwards, married her, and,
Boa» jiDd before the expiration o f tlie year, fhe
Rutt, M  jjorc him a fon, who was named O bcd,
,*‘r® which, in the Hebrew tongue, fignifies

ajpjlanct: alluding to the alTiftance which it was hoped 
he would render to Naomi in her old age. O bcd 
was the father o f  Jefle, from whom dcfccnded Da»vid, 
king o f  Ifrael; in w-hofe family the fupreme govern
ment remained throughout twenty-one generations.

C H A  P. IX.

S A M U E L  is horn. The P H IL IS T IN E S  oUain 
feveral ViBories over the H E B R E W S.

NotoTio»t P H E  Hebrci»^s wfrC now involved
^is>c)r of X  rn an uflfliccefsfur v^r againll the 
Eli*, font. PhililUnes. Hophni and Phineas, the two
Ions o f  Eli, the high-pried, were men totally divefted 
o f every lentiment o f religion and morality. Nor 
latisfied with the cullomary gratuities and prefents 
which they received from the people, they" were 
guilty o f the greateft exceffes o f extortion and rapine. 
T h ey  fcrupled not to debauch women, even when 
engaged in the exercife o f their devotions; and would 
often prefer their infamous fuitat the very  altar; and

T he mild eonduft o f Eli towards his children was highly culpa
b le ; for, inftead o f reproviag ihera in t te  tender language o f an 
indulgent father, he ought to have exerted the authority ut a zealous

in the undiilinguifhing commifiioa o f  ihe'fe enormi
ties tliey maniferted an effrontery fcarcely to be 
paralleled. Eli obferyed, with the deepcll forrow, the 
prollieacy o f  his children; being under continuad 
apprencnlion* tlwt fome dreadful judgmetit W ould 
befal them, as a punifhment for their wickednels^. 
N or was he much lefmafl'eded by the wretched con
dition o f  the people, who groaned under the intoltt- 
rable opprefTions o f thefe mercilefs tVKuits; but when 
God \rds pleafed to reveal to the unhappy father, by 
the pfoptict Samuel, who was as y£t but a child, 
the mifcraT)le end which awaited thofe men, he al»n- 
doned himfelf to his lamentations for them, as fo r  
perfons who were to be considered as already dead.

Elkanah, a Levite, dwelling at Ramath in the d i t '  
tritl o f the tribe o f Ephraim, had two wives, whof« 
names were Hannah and Phenannah. T he latter boi'e 
him feveral children; but the former, for a confider- 
able time appeared to be barren; which circum- 
ftance, however, did not in the leall le fle n  his regard 
for her. Having repaired on a certain occafion to 
Shiloh, where the tabcrnacle then was, he allotted t6 
each o f  his wives a portion o f  the pro^'iflons he had 
brought with him ; ^enannah and her children eat- 
ii^  at a feparate table. This circumftance fo much 
a fr e tte d  Hannah, who confidered it as a reflcflion 
on her barrennefs, that fhe C ould  not rfcfrain from 
tears. It was in vain that her hufband and jr.nn«li’i 
the reft o f  her friends endeavoured to com- 
fort her; and, in the anguifh O f her mind, fhtf itnme- 
diatelv haftene^ to the tabernacle, and, with the 
utmofr fervency and devotion, addrefl'ed her praycrS 
to the Alm ighty, that he would be pleafed to grant 
her the blefnng o f a fon; promifing in the m oft fo- 
lemn manner to dedicate him folely to his (ervictf. 
Eli, who chanced to be fitting before the tabcrnacle 
at th  ̂ time, concluding, from the length and earnift- 
n e fs 'o f  her prayer, that fhe was intoxicated, re
proached her with coming thither in fuch a condition, 
and ordered her to be gone. She aflured him that fhe 
was perfettly guiltlefs o f the charge, being accuft 
tomed to dHnk nothing but water, and that the agi
tation o f her mind aro1e from the want o f  children, 
which had been the fubjeft o f  her fupplications t’o 
God. Eli, hereupon, difmiffed her with an afTuranC  ̂
that Go(J would grant her requeft. Haii- idrth »f 
nah, tfius encourapd , returned with a s»muci. 
jm^ful heart to her nufband, recovered her appg,ite, 
o f  which file had Jong been totally deprived, andjn a 
fhort time went back with him to the place o f their 
refidence, where fhe foon after conceived^ and was 
in due time delivered o f  a fon, who was named 
Samuel, which fignifies, in our language,'
W hen the parents o f the child went again to Shiloh, 
to make the ufual oblations, Hannah, being mindful 
o f  her vow, delivered her fyn into the hands o f Eli, 
to be dedicated to the fcrvice o f God. His hair wa»

judge, hy puniftiing them in an exemplary numncr for fuch notori- 
ou» crime* as they were guilty of.

fuflFcrcd
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(uffcred to grow^ anti he was not permitted to tafte 
ot'any other liquor than w ater; was apjwintcd to offi
ciate, alfo, in the temple, and in time W cam e a pro
phet o f great reputation among the people. Hannah 
itl'terwards bore to Elkanfih feveral fous atid tivfcc 
daughters.

Samuel, when he had attained his thirteenth yeiir, ‘ 
began to prophefy ; arid, lywj? night on his bed, 
he heard a vt>icc which called him ijy his-miTB®. 
Imagining it was the ^voice ot Eli, he immediately 
went to hnn, ty kuowrhiR w ill; but Eli ^fluffed him 
that he had not called him. Tl>t» wasxciH'aicd three 
tim es; and Eli, jxirtciying, atlin gth , wtc-rethenuf- 
take lay, ordered him, if  the voice uiouid call him 
again, to anfwcr in the^w ords; “  Say on, Lord, for 
thy I'ervant hcaxeth.” A t the noJtt call, Samuel re
plied as he had been itmruftcd, and the voice then 
i)ivmcdc,.un- procecdcd io thdc; words •. “  As thou

art willing to lillen to my injunctions, 
E l i  a n d  h i l  J dqw givC tllCC tO KIIOW, that thC

JIcbrcw.s are, at this moment, on the 
verge o f  a calaiaiU' fo dreadful as not to be exprcfled, 
and almolt (urpalling conception. In the courfeofa  
Ijngle day, the two (bns o f  Eli fliall b efla in ; and 
the; hi^h-prielthood fliall be for ever taken away 
from his family, and transferreti to that o f  Eleazar; 
for Eli hath nianifcllcd a greater regard, for his li:)ns, 
than for tny fervicc, and hath thereby involved.both 
hitnfelf and them in. one Qtimmon- dclirutlion.” 
Samuel was very unwilling, to acquaint Eli with what 
had been communicated to hi^n by:,the A lm ighty; 
but, b: ing adjured by the high-prielt to conceal 
nothing from him o f all that had paflcd, be gave him 
a circumllantial account o f  the revelation; thereby 
K'avinghim nyrooin to doubt o f tlu: unavoidable ruin 
o f  his profligate children *. from  this period, the 
reputation o f  the prediftions o f Samuel intrealtd in 
the moll rapid manner imaginable.
The ifraeiii*! The troops o f the Philiflines had now 
dtieaiedky procccdcd without oppofitioH as far as 

>^>nphek, and, contuuiing to advance 
farther into ihe country o f  the H'raelitcs^ 

p hgnle at length cnfued betwren the two armiei, in 
which the Hebrews were Ihamefully defeated, with 
the lofs o f  four thoufand men on the fpot, ana were 
purfued even to their camp. This unexpctled over
throw plut\ged the Hebrews in the deepeft' defpon- 
dency, and they difpatchcd meffcngers in all haite to 
Shi^un, with a requell to the liigh-priefl and elders, 
to -taufe the ark to be feat witl’out delay to 
the army^ that through its prelcnce thsy might be 
enabled to obt^n a- vitlory over their enemies; 
being totally uivconlcious that they were dcvot-

* The foregoing fcmence, pronounced by an artlefs child, was 
much m ore terriUle to Kli than the meflage before delivered b v  the 
prophet; for he now humbly acknowledges the ju(liceof God,' and 
fubmitu to his rentenie with’ a penitent refignation.

+ Tlie hcinlicus who held ihedoflrineoftu telan -god s, carried 
tlicft' arl:s or ambulatory trmpks in fhrir armies, imagiijt't*/ hv thrfe 

to fccurc the proteilion o f  their go(i(. 'I'hey likjcwi'ic landed

ed to dcftruaion by a power far^fuperior to that 
o f  the ark; even by that eternal Berne, on whole# 
account aVonc the ark itfelf was held in reve
rence. Their requcft was, however, complied with > 
aud the two Jons of EU were commifhoned by their  ̂
father w  convey the ark to the army, himielt being 
too feeble to auend ofl the occafion, with a Itntlin- 
ju naio* never t*o fee his face again, unlels they 
W u 4hi.4» c k  xheu- charge ni fafety. On the arrival 
o f tlic ark. the Hebrews r^fumcd their couraj;e, as if  
vidorv had be-̂ n infvparably conneaed with its pre- 
fence • and their opponents, on the/Hher hand, con- 
fidcred it as a prefagc o f their deflruaion. T he 
event, however, proved, that botH^tbc hopes o f the 
one party, and the fears o f the other were., equally 
ill-founded; for, in a fecond engagement, which 
foon afterwards enfued between the two armies, the 
Hebrews fled in the mofl daitardly manner on the 
very firfl onfet; leaving thirty thoufand of.tlrcir men 
dead on the fpot, among whom were the two Tons o f 
Eli, and abandoning the a;-k o f God to the poileinon 
o f tiic enemy.

C H A P .  X.

The Lofs o j the Ark occnfiom the immediate Death o f  
E L I. IC ilA B O D  is horn.

T h e  P h i t i f .  
H ues a lia in  
v i f l o r io a i .  
S o n s  o f  E ll 
0 a in  ;  an d  h e  
c r p i r e t ,  on  
b r a i i n g  o f  ih e  
c a p tu re  o f  th e  
a'ck .

A Young Benjamite, who efcaped from 
X X  the battle, having brought the dread
ful news o f  this defeat, and the confequent 
lofs o f  die ark +, to Shiloh, the whole city 
was filled with the bittereft forrow and 
lamentation. This beingobferved by Eli, 
who was fitting in a chair at one o f the 
jates, he dircfctly fufpe6lcd that fbme difafter had be- 
allen the arm y; and, calli^g the young man to him, 

learnt from him all the particulars o f  what had hap
pened. The lofs o f men which the Hebrews had fuf- 
tained in the battle, and the death o f his-fons, were 
circ umltances o f which, as we have before obferved, 
he had already been forewarned by a revelation fr<>m 
heaven; and he therefore fiipported this part o f the 
intelligence with‘ a_becoming fortitude. But, when 
lie learnt that the ark o f Gbd hadfalien into the ene
my’s hands, he funk under the unexpittted fhock, 
and, falliiig backwards from his feat, yielded u d  his 
life, in the ninety-eighth year o f  his »g(  ̂ and the 
fortieth o f his government. W hen the wife o f Phi- 
ueas, who was at that time in the foventh month o f

th.it i f  they could, by any meani, propitiate or bribe the local |od 
o f  their adverfary, their fuccefs would be certain. With thisyiewr 
the Phiiiftines feized on the ark, and fuppofed th»t, by uoflefling 
themfclves o f  the palladium o f the Ifraelites, they thould deprive 
them o f the afliflance o f  their local and tutelary god, and at the 
fame time fecure his ptoteftion to tbcmfelves.

her
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her t>re|nancy, rtceivcd thfc news o f  her hufband’s 
dfath* n)e inftamly fell in labour, iind died on the 
fame day. The child, however, furvivcd, and was

named Ichabnd'j fignifying/^’Owand ignMinŷ  in alia- 
fion to the difg^race which tnc Ifraelitcs had incurred 
by the above defeat.

B O O K VI.

Including the PERIO D  from the Y E A R  o f the W O R L D  2850  ̂ to 2890.

C H A P .  I.

Da«on filU  
bctorethcarlc. T
The P H IL IS T IN E S  iake the Ark, which is removed 

to Five Cities, which^are plagued thereby.

' 'H E  PhililUnes conveycQiltL arkin 
triumph to Aflidod, and depofitcd 
it among other tropliics in the tem

ple o f  Dagon. Upon repairing to rhe temple the 
next m orning, in order to perform their devotions, 
the Philiftines perceived that the figure o f  Dagon, 
which they worlhipped as their god, had fallen trom 
its pedeftal, and was lying before the ark. T h ey  
replaced the idol; but on tneir return the following 
day, again found it on the floor o f the edificc, in a 
pollwre o f  adoration to the a r k ; and this was the 
cafe for feveral fucceflive days. T h ey  were greatly 
furprilcd at this preternatural moving o f  the image, 
which they confidercd as an indication o f ill-fortune. 
In fliort, the facrilegious temerity o f the people o f 
the city and province o f  Afhdod was puniihea by a 
terrible plague, which deftroycd great numbers o f 
them. I ’his plague was a violent dyfentcry, and 
rapid decay o f  the entrails, attended with the moft 
cxcritciating tortures. T h e y  were alfo vifited with 
another plague by their lanas being infefted hy fur- 
prifing numbers o f  mice, which intirely dellrAyed 
their corn, and the other fruits o f the earfh. Bt ing 
at length convinced that tJieir impious violence upon

City.
offer was jo yfu lly  accepted, but in a fliort time the 
people had occafion feTerefy to repent their con
duct ; for when the ark had been conveyed to Afca^ 
Ion, that placfi was vifited with the fame plagues 
wliich had prevailed at Aflidod. It remained not 
long in this city, but wa« conveyed to different 
places, till it had pafl'ed through five o f the Philiftine 
cities, being conftant^y atfCTided in its progrefs by 
the calamities above-menttoincd. *

A  council o f  the principal men o f  the 
five cities o f Gath, Ekron, Afcalon, 
G aza, and Afhdod, was affembled, to 
determine upon meafures for difcofing 
o f  the ark. It was rccommendfcd by

T h e  P h i l i f -  
t i i ie t  r t f o l r *
u dirpoic or
t ) i t  aric .

the
party, to return it to the people by whom it was' 
originally pofleired; for they believed that the 
God who had (pread fuch devaflstion in their citios 
would ftill continue to exercife his difpleafure upon 
thofe who fliould keep the ark in their pofleflion. 
Others would not allow Uiis to be the caufe of the 
public calamities; and they argued, that it was not 
probable the Lord entertained the rcfneft which was 
pretended for the ark, as he had fufTcred the Ifri- 
elites to be deprived o f  it, by an enemy, and efpe- 
cia llya sth a t enemy profefTed a different religion; 
and theyadvifed that the prevailing troubles rtiight 
be ctmfidcred as occurrences produced in the com- 
moil courfe o f  nature. A  third party adopted fenti- 
ments between the extremes o f the two pct:cediiig : 
they propofed, that for each o f  the above-mentioned 
cities a golden image fliould be provided, and that 
thefe five image* inould be confecrated fo the ho
nour o f God, as an inllance o f  gratitude for having 
relieved them from the terrible afflittion o f the 
plagues, which human mMns were not able 10 era
dicate. .Thery alfo propofed five golden micd, thrreby 
referring to the vermin which had deftroycd the 
produce o f their grounds*; and that a carriage, i^the 
brm o f  a waggon, fhould be conftrufled for the pur- 

pofe o f  receiving the arkj upon which was to be 
[aid a box containing the images and golden m ice; 
this carriage ŵ as fo be drawn by tVO milch-kine, 
their calves being taken from them and confined, 
that they might not caufe them to delay their pro
grefs. The \ehicle was taken to a fpot branching , 
into three rOads, and the beafts being allowed to • ; 
ptirfue their own courfi:, it was to be underffood th «  J 
if  they purfued the Hebrew road, the misfortunes

*  It wa» a cullcm among the ancients, when any country was »q- 
fcd rii w iih difcafe, plague, oi noxiout animali, to c ie d  an image 

N o. 6. . .

o f it under cefcftial influence, which they bclicvod would remove 
their caufe o f  complaint.

• D d • which
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winch the people o f  the five cities had fuflained, pro- II 
ceedejd from the ark; but i f  they took any other I 
dire£lion, the public calamities were to be attributed 
to fome different caufe. "• ■

C H A P .  II.

Rfjoicingi o f  the IS R A E L IT E S , on ‘the recovery o f 
the Ark. De/eai o f the P H IL IS T IN E ^ .

Tt>* 
rtcever 
ark.

Ur«iit(i ' T ’ H E animals being allowed the liberty 
«r th e  X  o f follojvinjif thcir own courle, im

mediately llruck into the Hebrews road*, 
and, with as much regularity as i f  they had been im
pelled by the direSion o f  a driver, proceeded towards 
a village belonging to the tribe o f Judah, callcd 
Bethfhemeth, where they (lopped, notwithftanding 
a fertile and extenfive plain feemed to invite them 
to continue their journey. A t this time the people 
were biifily occupicd in getting in' the harveft, but 
they left their work, and being joined by great num
bers from the town, proceeded towards the ark, the 
return o f  which afforded them inexpreflible plca- 
fure. T hey took the ark and the box containing the 
images and golden mice from the carriages, and hav
ing placed tWm on a larfee ftone, facrihced the ve
hicle on which the ark was conveyed, and the beatts 
which drew it, as a burnt-offering to the Lord. A  
number o f the Philiftines who had fdilowed the ark, 
waited till the conclufion o f  the above ceremony, 
and then returned to their companions.
T h t  B c th fl ie .  Seventy o f the Bethfhemites incurred 
injtei funifli- the difpleafure o fG o d o n  the above occa- 
*<*• fion, by touching the ark, which vjas a
liberty granted only to thofe invefted with the autho
rity ana qualification o f  priefthood. In the midfl o f 
their rejoicings, the fpirits o f the multitude were 
exceedingly acprelTed by the fate o f thefe men, 
whom they lamented, not as having difcharged the 
cotnmon aebt o f  nature, but as falling judicial v ic
tims to thcir own temerity. This calamity convinced 
them, that they were unworthy to be entrufled with 
the care o f fo facred a depofit; and they, therefore, 
difpatched mefTengers to the Hebrews, to inform 
them that the ark was brought back. Upon this in- 
telHjjence being communicated, it was conveyed to 
Kirjath-jearim, in the neighbourhood o f Bcthihe- 
Kieth, and depofited in the noufe o f  a Levite named 
Am inidab, who, being a man o f ftrifct piety and exem- 
‘plary morals, was confidered worthy o f  the facred 
trull. T o  this man and his fohs the care o f the ark 
was alligncd.and, excepting the four months when it 
was detained by the Philimncs, it remained twenty

* H c k  was a remarkable inftancc o f  divine interference : ir wat 
unnatura] for the Icine to go  traflably in yoke together, having 
never before been ufed tofucfc labour ; therefore it were hijhiy pro
bable that they would have teiurncd to their calver, out o f  natural 
afTcAian; and It was very unlikely alfb tliat they Ihould g c  ia  the 
Hebrew road, when ihcic were feveral other ways to take.

a

years in thcir pofTefTion ; and fo worthily did th e y  
execute the office conferred upon them, that the pub
lic acknowledged themfelves to be perfeftry fatisfied 
witli thek condufcl, and beftowed upon thcr^ a high 
degree o f  reputation.

Samuel fummoned the people to af- 
femble at the city called M izpeh, and at fieiiig, th* 
this place they performed facrifice, offer- 
ing fvipplications to the Lxird, and oblerv- 
ing the day as a folemn fall. T he Philiftines gained 
information of this meeting, and advanced towards 
the foot with a powerful army» intending to make an 
attacK by furprife. T he formidable appearance o f 
the foe threw them into the greatefl confternation, 
and they repaired to Samuel, to whom they alledged, 
that they dreaded the event o f engaging an enemy 
by whom they had been fo frequently vanquifhed ; 
adding, that in compliance with hisdirefclion, they had 
affembled at Mizpeh for the purpofes o f offering up 
facrificcs and fupplications to the Lord, and entering 
into a folemn engagement o f  fidelity; and that they 
now fyiuif* themlelves in a defencelefs ftate, expofed 
to the m ercy o f  the Philiftines; wherefore they in- 
treated him to excn  his endeavours to prevail with 
the Lord to deliver them from the impending dan
ger, which they could not hope to efcape but through 
die intervention o f  the Divine Providence. Samuel 
encouraged them to hope for fuccefs;faying, that G od 
would indifputably grant them the proteaion which 
he had been gracioufly pleafed to proaiife. A fter 
this, he offered a fucking lamb as a facrifice in the 
name o f the H ebrew s; fupplicating the Lord to pre- 
ferve them from the calamities threatened by the 
Philiftines. This facrifice proved agreeable to the 
Lord, who, in reply to the requeft o f  Samuel, pro- 
mifed that the Hebrews fhoula obtain a complete 
yiftory over their enemies. Before the facrifice was 
intirely confumed, the Philiftines formed themfelves 
into the order o f  battle; and as they had not afforded 
the Hebrews time to put themfelves in a ftate o f  de
fence, they entertained the moft confident expefla- 
tion o f  conqueft. But the iffue o f  this matter proved 
fo contrary to the expe£lation o f  the Phihflines, that 
it would Icarcely have been credited, had, it been 
predifted by an oracle.

O n tlie fpot where Philiftines were ftationed; 
the Alm ighty ciufcd avtu lsn t trembling o f  the earth, 
which opened in different places and hvallowed up 
great numbers; at the fame time the raoft terrible 
thunder roared in the heayenst, and the lightning& 
defcended upon them in continual flafhes, fo dread
fully fcorching them, that they could neither make 
ufe o f  their arms againft the Hebrews, nor fee how 
to avoid the danger. T h ey fled in the greatcft con
fternation to Chore, and were pitrfued by the H c-

+ T he Phtliftinc* propofM to attack the Ifraelkes at a.time whea 
they were not prepar^ to reccive them, being only gathered toge- 
ther before the Lord, *rid, probably, ddtitatc o f  arm». But G od 
foon cotivinccd the uncirciirocifed army, that /« hh hands art thr 
m u t e f  lift and dtatb, by attacking them w ith the artillery o f  
neattn.

X - , ------- ---
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brcvfs, who com/hitted a great flauKhter upon them 
in their retreat. A t this pTacc Samuel cauled a nio- 
silinental'Hone to be fixed, for the purpofc o f de- 
hoting the bounds o f  the fjx)t whereon the vi6tory 
and purfuit took p la ce ; and he diftinguiflicd it bjr 
the name o f  the in commemoration <*f the
powerftil fupport, which wa* manif«(led by the A l
mighty in behalf o f the Hebrews.
. T hefe events fo cfteftuaUy deprefled the fpirits o f 

the Philiftines, that they never re-afTumed courage 
lufficient to renew hodtlities againft the Hebrews. 
Samuel continued to make incurfions upon the ene
m y, till he reduced them to a ftate o f  hopclefs'fub-

{‘ eaion . He recovered the whole trafct o f  country 
>etween Gath and Ekm n, which had been con- 

cTuered by the PhiliHines. Previous to this p e ritK i, 
the war between the Canaanitcs and the Hebrews had 
4'ubfided.

C H A P .  III. . ^

S A M U E L  refigm the Government in Favour o f his 
Sons, J O E L  and A B IA H .

S i m u r l  1^ . 
rijm ihcgo- 
v c m m e n i. Ha v i n g  re-inftated the people in 

their poffenions, and made fomepro- 
grefs towards introducing a regularity o f 

government, Samuel eftabliflied a plan for the admi- 
niftration o f  public juUice. C m a in  towns were ap
pointed, wherein the judicial b ^ n efs was to be tranf- 
afcled; and to cach o f thefe he reft>rted twice a year, 
in order to enforce an inviolable obfervance o f the 
laws o f his nation. For a long feries o f  time, this 
fyflem o f policy was pratlifed; but "when the infir
mities o f advanced life had rendered him unequal to 
the arduous talk o f condufcling the public aifairs, he 
retired from the adminiitration, anu inverted his au
thority in his f<ms, Joel and Abiah. He commanded 
them to divide the pet^le into two bodies, over cach 
o f  which they were refrcQ ively to prcHde ; and that, 
at Bethel ana Beerflieba, they ihould each euablilh 
a court for the purpofe o f  attending to legidative 
appeals.

From the condu£l o f  Jod l ^ o  the cider fon 
o f  SamuelJ and his b ro tb e fA b m li, tut may learn.

* T lw c<5tp« o f  Samocl’t  font were k(« atrocioui than thofe o f  
E li 'i  for»«, becauic there it no comiMriibn between tahing bribe* and 
Openly profaning the Mbeinacie, thu» rendering religion it ft lf  defpi- 
cable. Beiidei, the criraetof the ibat o f  Eli were pci^trated in hit 
own fight; and by not prevent.’ng, he was in foroelenfe the accef. 
faiy  or enconrager o f  them : bat Samuel't font were at a tiiftancc 
from him, aiMi polfibly tkcif crttact nit|hi not rcach hi* e*»».

i  Samuel 1̂  now , a  w ifeaiul painful d ir e il io n o f  a ifa in , re- 
ftored the purity o f  tr lig ion7 and rcC:ued bi« nation from, the power 
o f  the Philillinet, and iBcir other ho&ile ncigMwurt, againft whom  
they were utterly unable to make head, w4icn he entered tipon the 
adi&iiuilraticrn. A t thia very t im e , the petiple,.debauchcd a* ufual 
by p w e r  aixd profperity, took the pretenccof the corrupt conduft

that children do not always inherit the good qualities 
o f  their parents, and that a virtuous offspring may 
derive their orign from profligate ancellors. Thefe 
degenerate fons proceeded in a courfie diametrically 
oppofite to the inurutlions and example o f their father. 
Tnejr prottituted the judicial charafterto interellcd 
confiderations; for it was not according to the merits 
o f the caufe, but the cflimated worthof the bribe, that 
judgment was pronounced. A t the tin«;s they fhould 
have Ijeen employed in the dillrlbution o f public 
juftice, th<*y were indulging theinfelves in luxury 
and intemperance ; and in every inltance their con- 
dutt was a d ired  violation of. the laws o f God, and 
equally contrary to the comtnsuids o f their father*, 
wholie attention had not been more materially en
gaged on any fubjefcl, than the obfervance o f a nc- 
cellary fubordiuation o f the people towards their I'u- 
perior:!, and common juftice amongthemfelves. .

The licentious condud o f  the Ions o f  Tht irraeiitri 
Samuel incenfed the people to fo high a 
degree, that, when he repaired to Ramah, where 
he then refidcd, they loudly complained to him o f 
the mal-adminillration o f nis children, and earneftly 
prefTed him, m confideration o f  his own infiripities, 
which rendered him incapable o f  fupporiiiig the 
weight o f  the government; and o f the mfuHcrablc 
diforders committed by his fons; that he would ap
point a king to reign over them, under whole coni- 
inand they might revenge the injuries which they had 
fo long fufiained from tTie*PhililHnes.

In con fequ en teof inftrufcUon from heaven,Samuel 
convened an af^emblyof the people, and gave them 
a'pofitive affurance that he would affign them a king} 
but firfl o f all acquainted them with tho evils and in- 
conveniencies which they mufl expcQ to endure 
undt/ that peculiar form o f government. The peo 
pie Yere totally deaf to all he could fay upon the 
hibje^£l; allcdging, that they could not preferve 
themlelves from a foreign bondage under any other 
form o f government, and juflifying their choice by 
the example o f all the neighbouring nations.

W hen S&muel perceivea that all his arguments liad 
not the leafl effetl upon them, he difmifred the ai- 
fembly, with a promife that he would cail them toge
ther again as foon as God fhould have revealed to 
him on whom he would be pleafed to confcr the.re
gal dignity, t .

C H A » P ._

o f  the p ro ^ e t’trw o fo n t, to g o in  •tamultuous manner and demaml 
a king i  but the Iccret fprickg o f  tbeit rebellion was the ambition o f  
their leaders, who could live no longer without the fplendorof a 
royal cotirt and houOiold. "  G iv f m t”  fay they, in Hofca xiii. 
10. •' aking and f r m t e i "  where everyone o f  them tnightihinea 
diftioguifhed officer o f  fote. T hey could get ttolhing, their 
tiS u n  led them to their ju d « '«  poor reCJence, io  the JiieoL y  lie  

but the g i f t  o f  the h tlj/ fir itt  which a courtier, I f u ^  
poK, would not prize even at the late Simon Magu* held it, o f  a
paltry piece o f  tnoney.------ T h ii.it  waj, and thii onlv, that made
their demand crim inal: fo* the chufing reeal, rather iKm  ariftocr*- 
tic viceroyi, wa> a thing^plainly indulged to them by the law o f 
Moles, Deut. nviL 1 4 ,1 5 . The claow, •' vih»m th* LtrdtJy CeJ
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»>ul tni 
S«mue| mtct.

C H A  P. IV.

.SA U L is preclaimcd King. The City o f J  A B E S H is  
' » ^  N A B  A SH , King o f Uii A M H O N IT K S . ,

K IS  H , a perfon o f virtuou* charat\cr, 
o f the tribe o f Benjamin, had a Ion 

hamed Sawl, vh o  was equally famed for his perflinal 
and mantal ^ualiftcationg. The father having loR 

affes, which were o f a go(xl breed., fejit Saul, 
accompanied by one o f his fervants, to fe«k for diem. 
A fter a long and fruidefs Icarch, Saul determined to 
return home, being apprehenlive that his longer ab- 
i'cnce would create an vneafinefs in the mind o f  his 
failier. W hen they approached near to Kamah, the 
4iervant adviicd Saul to nave rccourfe to a certain fa
mous prophet who lived in that city* for intelligence 
concerniiig the affes. Saul replied, that he was to
tally dellitute o f  money to gratify the prophet for 
his information, having expended the whole o f what 
he hfought from honic. T he fer\-^nt anfwcred, that 
He hadhnnfelfa quarter-niekcHlill remaining, which 
Kf imagined would be I'ufficient for the purpofe : for 
1)0 wfts not apprifed that this man did not, like fome 
Others, make a traffic erf’ hia knowledge in hidden 
m&ttcrs. Upon their arrival at Ramah, they met a 
riumber o f damfels at one o f the gates, who were 
coming out of the city to draw water. B y them they 
were ajrctted to the refidcnce of the prophet; and 
the maidens further advifcd them to lofe no time in 
repairing to his hf>ufc, as in cafe o f  dfclay they would 
not be sible to obtlin a cbiiference %viih him that 
night, be having invited a number o f  guclts to fup 
with him.

Samuel had already been informed o f  God, that 
the perfon whom he was to proclaim king over Ifracl 
was a young man o f the trine o f  Benjamin, anq. that 
he fhould conw to bis houfe that evening; and he 
w^s, in c^)nfequcnce, wailing at home in expeclati. 
on of-tl>r Granger’s arrival. A t the precifc hour ap. 
pointed by the Almighty, Saul arrived at the houfe 
o f Samuel, who immediately difcovered, by infpi- 
ratioji, that he waii tl>e perfon whom C.od had cno- 
fen. Saul, addrcHing Samuel with great courteouf- 
nefs, dcfired to be introduced to the prophet. 
Samu«»l replied, that he was the perfon; and, nivit- 
inc him to partake o f  the repaft which he had pror 

, v l ^ ,  informed him not only that the affes which he 
fbughx wcre.iaic*.I)m alfo tliat he was on ihe point o f  
being advanced to the very fummit o f  power. Saul 
anfwered, with great modefty, that both his family

/ha ll chtijiy' plainly figmfics that they (liotild take rare , when they 
demanded a that thry  th o a jh to fn o n e  othcf than fuch a king, 
who to be G o n 'j D*r w t\ .  As therefore court' .nrtWtiofi wm 
(irily ii» the wiclted view of the ringleaderi o f  thefe m«l-contenf», 
;n»l 'no frmlifh fe a r r fb r  fhe frate, kipe* o f  betterjny th» pi4t)t« 
aMminiflration, It is evident to all acquaintrd with the genius o f  thi« 
tlitte and peo|ilc, thnt compliance with their deii'and inpll have 
endefl in the utter ^eftm ftion o f ihe M oftkal rdigtm  p« veil at lain, 
R it it was G nd’» piirpofc to keep them frparatc, in order to preiirve 
dietrurm oryW him fcJfaniiiill *n id ch trou i world ; and this not be-

and‘his tribe were too inconfiderable to permk him 
to indulge the molt dillant hopes o f  acquiring fo 
tranfcendent an honour. A t fupi>er, Saul' was feated 
^bdvethe reft o f the guefts, contiftmg o f  fcveuty 
perfons, with his fervant next him, and Samuel or
dered the attendants to fet before Saul a royal mcls. 
A t the hour o f ^eft the company retired, but Saul 
and his fervant remained with the prophet that night.

T he next morning by fun-rife, Satnuel Siui »n»inwi 
difmiflcd his gueft, accompanying him a 
fmall diftaric^ on hi* way home. Being comc to a 
convenient fpot, the prophet defitrd Saul to fend his 
fervant a little way on before, as he had fometbing 
o f  confequence to communicate fo him in private. 
His requefl being complied with, he took-out o f  his 
pocket a phial o f  oil, and, pouring it upon^is head, 
jronounced and faluted him king o f  Ifraw^ at the 
ame time admonifhing him, that this diftinguifhed 

honour was conferred on him, to the intent that he 
might revenge the injuries which thfr Hebrews had 
received from the Philiflkies, and defend them from 
all fiUitforattacks o f  their enemies.

W n ^  Saul returned home, he was clofely quefli- 
oned by his kinfman Abner, forwhmn he entertained 
a particular friendfhip, relative to the incidents o f 
his jo u rn ey ; all o f  which he readily communicated 
to him, fave that which regarded his advancement 
to the regal dignity; being apprehenfive, from his 
knowledge o f the frailty o f human nature, that, if  
this circumflance fhould obtain b tlitf, he fhould 
draw upon himfelf the envy and jealoufy o f  hi.s rela
tions, or incur the cenfure o f  being a weak and vain 
young man.

An affembly o f  the people being foon afterward* 
convened at M izpeh, Samuel reminded them o f  the 
obligations they were under to the G od o f  Ifrael, 
and to the obfcrvance o f  his laws : that they had re- 
je6led the government o f G o d , when they defired a 
k in g; and m compliaJ>ce with their wifhes, he had 
anointed one to rule over them. T hey ob eyed ; and 
Saul, the fon o f  Kifh, o f  the family o f M atri, o f the 
tribe, o f  Betijamin, was thus eletted to tlic high 
olfiee in qiieuion*. T he VCTy moment that the el'ec. 
tion was finifhed, Saul privately withdrew himfctf 
from the afTembly, in order to avoid the congratula
tions o f his new ^ b j e ^  A  w e  example o f  modefty 
and p ru d en c^  iirtrtftntHs. Suddenly advanced from 
a private ftatiqn to the funreme government o f  a nu
merous and m i^ ty  people I

T h e prophet, upon t le appearance o f Saul, pre- 
ftnted him to the people, who received hirft wirfi the

ing to be done but Ity the pr«4erv«tion o f  their reKeion and hitr, 
we muft needs conclude he \vbuld not give way. to tneir rebellious 
demand.

* But w earetoM , r Sam. x. 27. *• thar theckildren o f  Felial 
(er » f iniquity) d ^ ife d  him, »ml brought Win no ppcfentj,”  diey 
did not (fome to wifh him a happy reign, or to pay him homage. 
T hey were probably men o f  power and fortune, who defp if^  bim 
on account o f hii tribe ^ntl family : but as he paged by tht-ir aflVonr 
without notice, he ihewed botli his magnanimity and his pmdcnce.

\
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l«udelt acclam ations o f  j o y ; Satisiicl noticcd tothem , 
at tlie fame lim e, the (upenor height o f  his pi;rfon,anu 
his ma jellic m ien. T h e  prophet afterw ards returned 
to R am ah, the place o f  his abode, and Saul repaired 
to G ibeah , his native city. A  numerous train o f  per- 
fons accom panicd him thither, from m otives o f  duty 
and-refpe£l; but with thcfe w ere interm ingled a num
ber o f  profligate wrctches, who bcliavcd with the 
inoft contem pttious infolen^e, not o n ly  towards thefr 
loyal fcliovr-fubjcits, but even  towards the p riacc 
himfeif.

W ithin  the courfe o f  a month after the acccHion 
o f  Saul to the fuprerne authority, a war broke out 
between the Amm onites and the H ebrew s, in the 
courfe o f  which he acquired confidcrable renown, 
Nahafti, the king o f  the A m m onites, invaded the 
coufjtry o f  the Ifraclites beyond Jordan with a power
ful arm y, where he fubdued feveral cities, and fpread 
defolation throughout the land. T his prince, not 
contented with reducing the inhabitants to flavcry, 
in  order to prevent even  ibe poflibility o f  their re
volting, put out the right eye not only  o f  ly» prifon- 
ers, but alio o f  ih ofcw h o yielded thcmfelves 3 n capi
tu lation; and thus, as in battle the left eye  was cc)u- 
ftantly covered with the b uckler, rendered them to
tally incapable o f  ferving in the field.
Nahaih fcndi Nahafh afterwards marched his arm y 
»r infuiting into thc coun trv o f  the G ileadites, litu-

® Jordan, and encam ped 
‘ near Jabefh, the capital o f  the province.

H e fcnt a fummons to the inhabitants, perem ptorily 
requiring them to lubmit without delay to the cruel 
conditions above-m entioned, and threatening, in 
cafe o f  refufal, to d ellro y  the p lace, and to put thc 
citizens to the fword. T h efe people were at firft 
m uch divided in their fentiments, whether they 
(hould return a rofolute or a fubmiflive anfwer to this 
fum m ons; and they at length determ ined to (leer a 
m iddle courfc, and fent a mefl'age to N ahafh, te-

auefting that he w ould grant them a truce for feven 
ays, during which time they m ight fend to their 

allies for afliftancc; and prom ifing, in cafe their ap
plications fliould p rove unfuccefsTul, either to*yie!d 
themfelves upon the terms propofed b y  him, or to 
march out and give him battle. T o  theie conditions 
Nahafh, influenced b y  the m ofl confummate con
tempt o f  the whole H ebre\j(,jM fAai^5 adily afl'ented*.

T n e G ileadites, accordm gly, difpatched exprefl'es 
to all parts o f  thc coun try, to acquaint their neigh
bours with the imminent dangdr lo  which they were 
e x p o fe d ; but, though th tir utuation was univerfally 
deplored, yet no one dared to flir in their d c fc h c c ; 
and the people o f  G ibeah, where Saul kept his court, 
w ere not lels infefiled than thc reft with this extrem e 
dread and apprehenfion o f  the pow er o f  thc A m m o
nites.

*  Saul, indeed, had been appointed k in g ; but not having as 
yet taken upon him the government, he livra in the fame pri\ ate 
manner as befo re: fo that Nahaih was perfuaded he could not
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Saul, who liitd been fouie time abfent fioin the 
capital, chanced to return jufl at this tim e; and, 
having learnt thc caufc o f  thc apparent fiirrow and 
coniternatiou o f  thc people, he, atlu alcd  by a divinci 
ini ■>ulfc, fent hark fonie o f  thc incflci»gcrs, with 
orders toaflurc their fellow -cilizens that he would de. 
liver them from their enemies in the courfe o f  three 
days, and that thc riling fun fhould behold die total 
dcfeal and dcflru a io n  o f  thc haughty .fo e ; and the 
r d l  he retained with him, to fervc him in the capacity 
of guides.

C H A  I\ V.

SA U L  de/ents, the A M M O N IT E S , and is again 
anointed, and proclaimed Kivg.

SA U L  perceiving the great averfion o f  the people 
to engage in this war, and being fatisfied that 

in the prefent cafe, the utmoft difpatch was neccffary 
In afTembling an arm y, devifed thc following ex p e
dient to induce them to take up arm s: he fh ft cut o f f  
the legs o f  ji certain number o f  his own oxen, ai\d 
then ifiued a proclamation, that the fame fliould Ijc 
done to tlic oxen o f  all fucli perfons as fliould cilht* 
refufc or negleft. lo  appf^ar in arms on the next day, 
on the banks o f  the river Jordan; ihence to follow 
him and Sam\iel w h e rc-e ^ r il fhould be deem ed re- 
quifite to lead , them, 'fn c  fear o f  incurruig thc 
above penalty influpiceci thc people to that degree,, 
that, at the precife time, they affembled to the nutn- 
ber o f  70,000 cfFeflive men, exclu five  o f  afeparatc 
body o f 70,000, which were furnifhed bj  ̂ the tnbo o f  
Ju d ah ; as appeared by a m ufler made near the city  
o f  Ucftam, wlvich was the appointed place o f  rendeZ' , 
vousf

W ith  this arm y Saul crolTed thc river ŝ ui defeat, 
Jordan, and, after a march o f  about ten •''* 'mmo- 
fchicni during the night, at length hailed ™'*‘‘ 
on the fpot which he had before fixed on for that 
purpofe. A t break o f  day the next morning,' he fc 
>arated his arm y into three ^livifions, and, Uiddcnly 
)reaking in upon the enem y’s camp, defeated thc;it| 

with incredible flaughter; their king, Nali:'./]i, bcjriff 
am ong tlic number o f  the flain. l i e  purfued th? 
glorious advantage he had gained, and marchc d with 
his troops into the country o f  thc Anmionites, 
he utterly laid wafte, and rc-condufted his nrm;^ 
home, crowncd with vifclory, and cnrichcd b j  the 
fpoils o f  their enem ies. T iic fe  futcefles acquired 
hitn great rep u U lion ; and ihofe o f  his fiibje£ls who 
had before taken every  opportunity to niamfi-ll thei]; 
contem pt o f  him, were now ihc mofl zealous in hi«̂  
praife.

levy an army in fo (hort a fpace at feven dayi, and, confeqnenfjy, 
that there was no’ danger in granting them the rcfphc’ tht^ 
defired.

E  e M
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A t this period , Satnuel propofcd that a fceon d 
convention o f  the people -ihoHid be held, with the 
view  o f  conhrm ing again the advancement o f  Saul 
to the fupret\ie authority. T h e y , accordin gly, af- 
fem bled at G ilga l, where the fame cerem onies were 
repeated as had fcr^n uled at the form er elettio n , in 
the fight and hearing o f  all prefent. T h u s was the 
H ebrew  governm ent chan|;cd, from  a republican to 
a tnonarchicsJi form. D uring the whole term o f  the 
adm inillration o f  M ofes and Jolhua, it was arifto- 
cratic, and for the fpace o f  eighteen yegrs after the 
death o f  the latter, no one bem g invefted with the 
fuprem e authority, the whole nation was involved in 
an abfolute anarchy. ,  T h e y  w ere afterwards go
verned, for a coniiderable term o f  years, b y  certain 
m agiflrates, who were denominated judges', and to this 
form lucceeded that o f  the regal governm ent.

C H A  P. VI.

T h e  P H IL IS T IN E S  are defeated by J O N A T H A N .
SAU L'S rajh Vow. His Ojspring.

* D E I N G  eftabliflied in the regal authority, Saul 
t i  ad'embled three thoufand men, felefted from the 

Ibody o f  the p eop le; and tw o thoufand o f  them he 
tom m andcd to accom pany him to his relidence at 
Beth-el, as a guard for his perfonal fa fety : he ap
pointed the other thoufand to attend his Ion Jona
than, whom he bad ordered to repair to G ib e a h : 
iiear to which place Jonathan, with thefe thoufano 
m en, attacked and conquered a caille belon ging to 

ih e  Philiftincs.
T iie P h ii it .  W hen the Philiftincs inhabiting the. 
tiiw<oppr*ft parts adjacent to  G ibeah  obtained advan- 
th€ Hcbremi jfje H ebtcw s, they did nol only
difpoffefs them o f  their arms, but enjoined'them  
againft pratlifing any handicraft branch, in which 
iron was a m aterial; thereby fubjefting them to the 
necelfity o f  em ploying Philiftine workmen to provide 
the iron-work, even for their dom eftic utenfils and 
implements oi hufbandry. T h e  Philiftines pofleffed 
themfelves o f  the fords'and paffes, and having forti
fied their towns, they came into the field with an arm y 
o f  three hundred thoufand foot, thirty thoufand cha
riots, and fix thoufand borfe, and cnablilhed their 

.qK irters at M ichm afh. W h en  Saul had gained in- 
teiligence o f  thefe preparations, he repaired to G il
gal, and ifl'ued proclamations for all nis people to 
take up arms againft the enem y, whom he reprefented 
to  be lefs form idable than th ey w ere in reality; but 
upon obtaining authentic inform ation as to the m ili
tary prowefg o f  the PhiliRines, an univerfal terror

brevailed among the H ebrew s, the greateft part o f  
whom pafled the river Jordan, and fled to the tribes 
o f  G hcI and Reuben for protefclion; the rcll con 
cealed themfelves in caves, vaults, and fuch other 
places as they imagined would (hclter them from  the 
vigilance o f their adverfaries.

A t this jun ftu re  Saul applied to tlie prophet Sa
m uel, requeuing his advice for the regulation o f  his 
ifondutl in the p r e fc m  ^diftrefeful Itate o f  affairs. 
Samuel inftruQ ea him toVemain in his prefent fitua- 
tion, and tp prepare offerings to the L o id , fayin®, 
that at the expiration o f  feven days, he w ould him- 
fe lf attend ilie cerem ony o f  o b la tio n ; after which he 
might give battle to the enem y. T h e  appointed time 
was now arrived, and being continually abandoned 
by his foldiers, Saul becam e exceed in g ly  impatient, 
and proceeued to offer up his facrifice; in u n ^ a t e ly  
upon the conclufion o f  which ce rn n o n y , the arrival 
o f  the prophet was announced. H e cenfured Sa»l 
for havm g arrogated to him felf the office o f  perform 
ing 4acrihce to G o d * . ,T o  extenuate the fault al- 
ledged a ja in lt him, Saul urged, that he had waiteti 
the alSjwinted time, but that the enem v having qu it
ted Mtchmafti, and d ireS ed  their march towards G il- 
i;al, had greatly tntimidalfed his men, m any o f  w h o a  
lad deferted ; and that on thefe confiderations, he 

was com pelled to offer up tbe lacrifice, left he Ihould 
be intireiy  abandoned b y his follow ers. In  r e p ly tu  
this, Samuel rep rovrd  him for having neglefcfed « 
rigid o b fe rv a n ce o f his direfU on, whicn-be declared 
to be a m eftage fitiin the A lm ighty h im felf; adding, 
that a com pliance therewith w ould have effeftu ally  
(ecured the governm ent to him and his p o fteritv ; 
and he then returned hom e, much difpleafed w ithtpe 
conduft o f  Saul. A ttended only by  fix hundred 
men, and his fon Jonathan, Saul renw ved to G i
beah, the H ebrew s having been prohibited (as belbre 
obferv'cd) the m anufatturing o f  iron, and the «»ajo- 
r it y o f  his followers being deftitute o f  arms.

T h e  Philiftine arm y, being divided into ndrtTitin 
three bodies, penetrated into the cou n try  their «jtu 
o f  the H ebrews b y  three different roads, 
an(̂ j, as they p ro ce e d e d  ravaged and laid wafte dte 
territories o f  their afflifted adverfaries. Saul, Jona
than, and A biah, the high-prieft, belield the m erci- 
lefs devaftation from an em inence, and feverely  re
gretted that th eyjiiefe-iiQ t in a ttate fufficiently fo r
m idable to repel the invaders. T h efe outrages fo 
exafperated Jonathan, that he determ ined upon a 
brave er.terprife for the prefervation o f  his co u n try; 
and queftioned his armour-^warer, whether he w ould 
fhare with him the danger and glory  o f  the generous 
attempt. H e confentea, and bound him felf b y  the 
Iblemnity o f  an oath, to  put his life on the iflue o f

•  T lie wickednefi o f  Saul, on thi* occafion, confifttd partly in 
hit encroadiing open the office o f  the pricft and prophet, in 
waiting for Samuel, ia hit endeavouring' to palliate bis fault by 
throwing it upon the prophet, and not (hewing any iigns o f  reinorie, 
compui>Aion, or repcntance. Samocl had exprcftly promtfed to 
cenw and odcr f a c r i ^ ; but Saul o & ted  the facrifice himfelf. St>

muel had enjoined him to wait feven days for h im ; but he offeied 
on the fcventh day in the tnoming : and, laMy^ Samuel had affnivd 
him, that he would direft him wlwt meaAues to tak e ; but, inftcad 
o f  thi», he intended t t  ^oumence hi* military operstioiw without 
the prophet t advice.

the
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the plot. Jonathan propofed, that th ey ihouid fe  ̂
crctly  gain admittance to the cam p o f  the enem y, and 
endeavour to throw them into confufi:>n b y  a fudden 
and tinexpefted attack. T h e  Pliiliftines were en
cam ped on a  foot o f  ground o f  a triangular fliapc, 
bounded on all fides b y  rocks, -which renderea it 
nearly  inacceflible. Jonathan, to encourage hit ar
m our-bearer to behave himl'elf courageouily  on the 
occaiio n , told him, that if, m clim bing up the rockS, 
th ey  fhould be difcovered and Ijxiken to b y  the ene
m y, he m ight con(ider the circum ftan ce«s a certain 
ptefage  o f  their fu c c e is ; but, i f  the contrary fhould 
tiappen, they m uft abandon the enterprile.

W h en  they had nearly read ied  *he cam p, they 
w ere efpied bj  ̂ fome o f  the Philiilinex, who obferved 
to  each other in deriilon, that there were two o f  the 
Ifraelite*w ho had v e n tu r ^  out o f  their lurking-holes; 
callin g  to Jonathan and his com panion to draw ncar- 
Viiiunt ex. er, to receive the reward o f  their ralhnefii.

T h is  incident afforded Jonathan the great- 
eft (atisfafction and having, with much 

danger and difficulty, at le n « h  attained th ^ to p  o f  
the rocks, be and hi« artm M ir-oearerfuddenlyTntered 
a part o f  the cam p where the enem y were afleep, and 
flew  about twenty before they w ere fenfible o f  his 
approach. T h e  boldnefs o f  this attem pt threw the 
Philiftinet into inexprefiible con fufion ; fome aban- 
lion in g their arms, and endeavouring to fave them- 
fd v e s  by  flig h t; fome part o f  the arm y being con>- 
fMifed o f  difterertt nations, fell b y  the hands o f  each 
other, theifr terror not perm itting them to diflingurih 
friena from  fb e ; m any rufljed upon death, m erely 
from  the very  apprehenfion o f  it j and the num ber 
o f thcie who perifhed b y thefe various m eant was 
v e ry  confideraole.

Saui, having by  this time received intelligence that 
an extraord in ary com m otion prevailed ip the camp 
©f the Phtliltines, ordered infiant inquiry to be 
made whether any o f  his own people were a b ie n i; 
and being inform ed that Jonathan and his armour- 
bearer fecretly withdrawn theml'elves, he com 
manded the higb-priefl to habit him felf in his lacer- 
liotaA veftm ents, and to  offer up prayers to O dd for 
tnllruStions how to proceed on the occafion. This 
being done, the high-prieft acquainted Saul, that it 
was G o d ’s plw fint? uiat he-flioiiid im m edi^ ely attack 
th e enem y, in full confidc^tN«£a>b|aining a com 
plete v id lo ry ; which iu ju iiaion  Saul jo y fu lly  obeyed, 
i n  the interm ediate tim e, fuch o f  the H ebrew s as had 
concealed themfelves in the hidden places o f  the 
rocks, having learnt w h af had happened in the camp 
o f  th e  Philiflm es, aifem blcd to the num ber o f  nearly 
ten thousand men, and putting them felves under the 
•<x>ndud o f  their king^ attacked the enem y with fuch 
im petuofity, that they foon put them to the rout, 
and purfueo them to a conflderable diftance with 
«aart nih great flaughter. But Saul, either through
tmcntioii -m advertcncy, or infatuated perhaps with

ihis unexpefcted and fignal I'uccels, fell into

+ 'I'he execraiioii o f  S«ul was fit only for a .madman to utter, and 
thtn which nothingcmild be more extravaj'Snt, unleft it was what 
immediately followed in this pafiage, nam dy, by bis laying hirafelf

a >

/

an error which nearly p roved  o f  tlie m ofl fatal confe- 
quencc to his repofe, and em bittered even the fweets 
o f  conquefl. From a Urong dcfire o f  taking a com 
plete revenge on the enem y, he ordered that the 
purfuit fhould be contunied, without, interniiffion, 
till n ight; ai«i vow ed to  punifh with death any per- 
fon who fhould allow him felf the leifure even to eat 
or drink, till the chace fhould be at an end t ; and 
this denunciation was ratified by all tl«' people wh6 
were with him at the time. Jonathan, however, who 
was totally,unacquainted with t\)c foregoing circum - 
ftance, in pafling loon afterwards through a wood, 
in the difln6t o f  the tribe o f  Ephraim, perceived fume 
bees at w ork, and taking a honey-com b, began to 
fuck it ;  but, being in fo n n eu b y  thofe who w ere next 
him o f  all the particulars relative to his father’s vow , 
he inflantly defifled , and threw the comb to the 
g ro u n d ; but not without fome refle£lions on tlie im
propriety o f  his father’s c^ndu6t, in interdifting fuch 
refrefhm ent to the people as might enable them to 
purfue the enem y with the greater alacrity,

Saul was v e ry  defirous o f  exterm inating the w retch
ed remainder o f  the P hiliflines; nor were the troops 
lefs anxious to efFeft this point than their leader. 
But he determ ined to confult the wilt o f  G od, with 
rd 'p cft to the niattcr in queftion, before he Ihould 
proceed in his d e fig n ; and he therefore o rtltT c ti 
A rch itob , the high-pricil, to make application to 
G od for his inflru^iions on this head. A rch itob  re
turned for anfwer, that tbe oracle was fiient. Saul 
obferved, that the filence o f  the A lm igh ty , in this 
cafe, certainly proceeded from fome fecret and 
im portant caufe, as, at other times, he had been 
accuftom cd to intimate his pleafure to them, withotu 
any application on their part; adding, with a fo- 
lemn oath, that he woirld put to death that perfon 
who Ihould be found by his iniquity to havefubjetted 
then? to this dilemm a, even fhould his own fbn Jona
than be difcovered to be the offender.

T h is  declaration was highly applauded b y tlve 
people, and Saul ordered the lot to De caft ; him felf 
and his fon flanding, during the time, fome little dif- 
tance from  the rcfl. W h en  it was perceived that the 
lot had fallen upon Jonathan, hi< father bid him re- 
collefct what fecret crim e he had lately com m itted, 
and to nvikean open confeflion thereof befoic hII the 
people. Jonathan replied, that he had no fault to 
charge him felf with, fave that o f  having tafled, 
ing the purfuit on the day brfore, a little h o n ey; * 
being to u lly  ignorant, at the tim e, o f  the prohibition 
iffued by his father. Saul affurcd him, with an oath, 
that his life fhould pay the forfeiture o f  his difobe- 
d ierce  : as he preferred the religious obfervance o f  
hit vow , before every  confideration o f  parental ten- 
dernefs and ai}e6lion.

T h e  generous youth , not at all difmay- jouthm 
ed at the profpe'ft o f  death, calm ly an- 
fwered, that he fhould readily relinquifh * 
his life, for the fake o f  enabling his father to releale

uniier an execration to cot the threat o f  hi» fon Jonathan, for tail
ing a little honey, without knowing that he had incurred hit father'* 
curfe upon account e f  it.

himfelf
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h im fclffrom  the obligation o f  a facicd b on d ; and 
tlial the re lled io n  that he li»(i been, i« foine decree, 
iiiflruinL'Utal in reveiif;ing the injurios wliich the 
H ebrew s had lo long (iilhiincd from the PhililHnes, 
w ould Kllord him ample confolation under all his 
fuHerings. 'H ie noble conftancy nianifcfted by  Jo
nathan o n  this tryin g occalion , affc6led the pcopU; 
to that d egree, that they forcibly  refcucd him p \ito f 
the hands o f  his enraged fath er; unaniinoulJy declar
ing, with the m olt folcinn oaths, that they w ould not 
perm it ihe lead in ju ty  to be done to the n^an to w hom 
they w ere fo largely indebted for die v id o ry  o f  the 
preceding d a y ; D eleediing G od to pardon a fault, 
into which he had beei^ m illed by ignorance alone.

A fter this rem arkable v it lo ry , in which the num
b er ilain on the Hde o f  the Philiilines amounted to 
nearly lix ty  thoufand men, Saul returned to his capi
tal, wliere he long en joyed  an uninterrupted fencs 
o f  profperity, and acquired immortal fame b y the 
repeated advantages which he obtained o ver the 
A m m onites, the ^loabitc.s, the PhililUnes, the td o m - 
ite,s, and the people o f  Zoba^ . H e had three funs, 
w liofe names were Jonathan, Jofhua, and M elchi- 
ihui". and two daughters, the eldelt o f  whom v i s l s  

named M erab, and the other M ichal. His arm v was 
com m anded b y  A b n er, the fon o f  his uncle, K e r ;  
K ifli, the father o f  Saul, and N er, were the fons o f  
A b iel. H e had a numerous arm y o f  infantry, caval
ry , and ch ariots; and from every  encounter with his 
enem ies, he conflantly returned v itlo jio u s. His 
guards were rem arkable for their mafrtial appearance 
and deportment. In fhort, under his reign, the If- 
raelites attained to a height o f  reputation and power, 
w hich rendered them at once both the en vy  and ter
ror o f  all the neighbouring natiojis.

C H A P .  VII.

S A M U E L  delivers a MrJJage from  the L O R D , en
joining SA U L to de/iroy the A M A L E K I T E S .  
SA U L  incurs the Dijpleajure o f GOD Jor /paring 
the Life o j King AG AG .

' ^ H E  prophet Samuel reprefented fo S ayl, that he 
X haa received an cxprefs command from the 

,*»Aknighly, to remind him o f  his duty to the Creator 
o f  the univerfe, and the K in g  o f  kings, who had e x 
alted him to the regal dignity<5 and that it was the 
p!eafure o f  G o d  he fliould profecute a war againli 
the A m alekites. and utterly extirpate the whole 
r a c e ; that i k > aavantage (hould be made o f  the pro
perty  o f  the people, and that their cattle, goods, and 
other pofTeflions, /hould be intirely cjeftroyed, and, 
accorain g  to the prediction o f  M ofes, even the name 
o f  A m alek expunged from the hillory o f  mankind. 
T h efe  judgm ents were denounced againft the Am a- 
Jekites, as a ju tt punilhment for their iniquities.

J  The kingdom o f Zob» wag a pari o f  Syria, bounded by the 
river E uphm tu  on the eall, hiuI by Dunafcus and ihe land o f Canaaa

Saul engaged to execute with all poffible difpatch 
the inltruftions delivered to him b y  Sam uel. H e 
now alfembled his followers at ( iilg a l, and upon a 
reviev« o f  hre forces, they appeared lo-conW t o f  forty 
thoufand m e n , excUHive ol the tribe o f  Judah, which 
muftered thirty thoufand. W ith  this arm y Saul pre- 
>ared to attack the A m a k k ite s ; h e  ftationed ain- 
>u(hes upon the pafl'es o f  tlie river* and woods, lb 

diat the enem y could not m ove from  their quarters 
w ithout danger o f  being attacked by furprife. A l* 
ter fome ikinnifhes, a general battle took place, and 
the Am alekites were totally d e fea ted ; great part o f  
them being llaughtered during the battle, ^nd exr 
ceptii>g a very  inconfiderable num ber, the rcll w ere 
effettu ally  c u to fi' in the purfu..t. A fte r  th ii vittury* 
in conform ity to the divine predit^ on, Saul prot 
ceeded to attack the w alled and fortified towns, and 
other places o f  ftrcngth. Some o f  thclc he fubducd 
b y  fiege, and others b y  llratageni.

K in g  A ga g  w^s taken pril>i>ncr, and, saui-t cnmi. 
m erely  from  his being p t  an agreeabl* n»i lenitT, m

fierfon, Jjjaul determ ined to preferve him 
rom flie  common ruin; and this a tl o f  difobedienc« 

was the foundation o f  the calamities afterwards ex- 
pei^ienced b y the H ebrew s. A  condutt iim ilar to 
that o f  the king was adopted b y  the people, who co n 
verted the cattle and other valuable enecb 4o their 
own ufe, and deltroyed o n ly  wliat was not wortb 
prefervation. Saul ravaged and laid wafle the whole 
coun try, extending from Pelufium , on the confincii 
o f  E gy p t, to the R ed  Sea.

A fte r  thefe great atchievem ents, Saul returned 
hom e, apparently reconciled to the idea that, in the 
important work o f  reducing the A m alekites, he had 
in vio lab ly  obferved  the direflions com m unicated 
b y  the prophet Sam uel. But the L ord  was incenfed, 
againfl S ayl, for having difregarded his commifTioo 
in fparing the life o f  A g a g , and fuffering the people 
to make advantage of tne plu nd er; and he wiu> 
}leafed to inform Sam uel, tliat as Saul had proved 
lim felf inclined to purfue the d idates o f  his own 

inclination, rather than fulfil the orders intrulled to 
hinj,Mie repented having advanced him to the fo*- 
vereignty. T h e  prophet was fo greatly diftrefled by  
this revelation, that he em ployed the following night 
in fervent fupplications in favour o f  Saul. In an- 
fwer to thefe in'tttfifi^Jtw^ the L o rd  was pleafed to  
fay, “  that to excufe offences o f  luch m agnitude as 
thofe com m itted b y  Saul, w ould be an ill-placed 
m ercy, «nd an encouragem ent for the perpetration 
o f  additional crim es.” ^

Finding his prayers for obtaining the pardon o f  
Saul to be ineffectual, he, the next m orning, repaired 
to G ilgal. U pon his arrival, the kin^ em braced him, 
and after a congratulatory thankfgiving for the late 
fucceflcs, he obferved, that he had, in every  inftance, 
a d e d  in conform ity to his commiCTion. U p on  this, 
Samuel inquired refp ed in g  the bleating o f  flieep 
w hich he heard in the camp. T h e  king replied, that

on the weft. We are told in fcripture, t lu t  i t  was under ihc k j-  
vernmcnt offevcral k ingj, j Saia. xiv. 7 7 .

the
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the found proceeded from  fome beafts which the 
p eople had refervcd for facrificej and faid, he had 
lb  eff'efclually deftroyed the Am sdekites*, that only 
one man remained alive, and that  ̂he kept him p n - 
foner, that he m ight be inftrufted in what m anner to 
difpofe o f  him. Samuel faid, it was not facrifices, 
but the righteoufnefs o f  m ankind th jt proved accep
table to the A lm ig h ty ; w ho accounted the only trijc 
(acrifice an obfervance o f  his facred w ill, without 
which the fat o f  beafts, and offerings o f  gold and 
filver, he confidered as oftentations o f  pretended 
p iety  : but that from  thofe who inviolably  obferved 
the divine commandments, the m oll triding ofi'crings 
■were rccciyed  by the fuprem e B ein g with infinitely 
greater fatisfaftion than all the pomp o f  cercm ony 
unaccom panied by a pious integrity o f  heart.

' I am now to reveal to  you,

I

S a m o e l  d r .  
tiouficê God*! 
iltfpltarure 
a g a ia f t  S a u l 
f o r  d ifo W - 
d ie n c e .

faid Sa
m uel, that you have incurred the difplea- 
fure o f  the A lm igh ty, b y  the contempt 
w hich you  have fliewn towards his com 
mandments. A« a puniftiment for your 

difobed ience to the declared pleafure a n d ^ xp refs  
com m and o f  G o d , you are doom ed to be deprived 
Qf the fovereignty, and o f  the authority whicn you  
have grolsly  abufed, in violation o f  tne reverence 
due to the fupreme B eing, by  whom you were exalted 
to the regal ftate.” Saul admitted that he had been 
guilty  o f  an heinous tranfgrcffion, in exceading the 
commiffion delivered  to hmi by  the p ro p h e t; and in 
extenuation o f  his crim e, ne ufed no-other argument, 
than that the foldiers w ere fo refo lute ly  determ ined 
to plunder the enem y, that he dreaded the confe- 
quence o f  an attempt to reflrain their v io le n c e : and 
he intrcated Samuel to obtain a pardon from the 
L ord , prom ifing, that the offence o f  which he had 
l)ecn gu ilty  (hould be a warning for the better regu- 
lation o f  his future condufct. H aving made this de
claration o f  his fincere rcpentance, he endeavoured 
to prevail upon Samuel to continue with him fome 
longer time, in order to avert the vengeance o f  hea
ven ; but, being fenfible that his m ediation would

f»rove iiteffcClu^, the prophet exprefl'cd his ynw il- 
ingnefs to com ply with that requeu.

C H A P .  VIII.
S A U L  is rejeEled, and D ^fi^lttyrociaim ed K ing o f  

I S R A E L .

W H E N  Samuel was about to leave Saul, the 
latter, in order toM clay his departure, caught

*  T h e  cxcifion  o f  the Am alekites had been determined b y  G o d  
a ^ u t  four hundred years before this tran fadion . Balaam in h it 
vifton coniirms this-doom . T h e  order to cut them in tirc ly  o f f  was 
renew ed by CJod ' fcveral years afterw ards; and agreeable to t}iis 
order, Saul fet out on this expedition. It may be obferved alfo , 
that the)’ continued inveterate enemies to  the H ebrews, and ioined 
with their adverfarics, whenever they co u ld , to  cnflave and deftroy 
them ; particularly w ith tlie M idianites, v i .  i ,  }} . N a y ,  
this very order to Saul, utterly to deftroy them , feem sto havjt been

S»cn becaofe they had, together w ith M oab, F.dom, the kings o f  
ubah, and the PhilifliuCT, inraded and fpoilcd them ; xir.41?.
“N'o. 6. • ^

G o i  e o ln - 
m a a iit& im u e l 
t*  a n o m t 
v id  k in g .

hold o f  the garment o f  the prophet, who end eavour
ed to difengage him felf, ■And in die conteft the man
tle was re n t; which accident Samuel applied b y  an 
allufion, telling Saul, that the governm ent o f  the 
kingdom  would be torn from him, and a man o f  piety,

i’ u llice and probity, appointed a s'th e  furcelh>r to 
lis throne. “  T h is  ft-ntence, ( faid he,) is palfcd, and 

the threatening o f  G od  concerning you is Irrevoca
b le." H aving confcfled that the ditplcafure o f  th« 
A lm igh ty  was due to his iniquities, Saul intrcated the 
prophet to«return with him, that he might humble 
him felf before his offeiided C rea to r: Samuel .com- 
plied, and they jo in ed  in the w orfhip o f  the I/>rd. 
T h e  devotions being co n cU d ed , A gag , the king o f  
the A m alekites, was brought fiurth. H e had been 
heard to make ufe o f  fome exprcflTions concerning 
the terrors o f  death, and thefc w ere retorted upon 
him b y  the prophet, who faid to h im : “  M an y an 
H ebrew  m other hath been overwhelm ed with afflic
tion by thy deftrufctive fw o rd ; it is, thereft)rc, ju fl 
that th y  m other be numbered among thofe who are 
childlefs.”  H aving given orders for putting A ga g  
im m ediately to death, the prophet returned to K a- 
mah. T h is was the lalt interview between Saul and 
Samuel.

Saul repaired to his palace at G ibea, in 
the full perfuafion that his contem pt o f 
the divine commands had produced his 
fad reverfe o f  fortune. Samuel was great
ly  diftrefTed on^account 5f  the reparation ■. but the 
L ord  com m anded him to fupprefs his uneafincfs, and,

Eroviding him felf with a cruie o f  h o ly  oil  ̂to repair to 
ethlehem , and there anoint one o f  the ions 01 Jcffe, 

the fon o f  O b cd , king o f  I fra * l; faying, that the 
party adjudged w orthy to fupport the regal dignit)', 
m ould be diflinguifhcd tu mm from liis brcthrciu 
O n  the arrival o f  the pronhet, the people o f  B eth
lehem  anxioufly inquirea as to the Caufc o f  his 
jo u r n e y : he gave them a general anfwcr, fayiiig , 
that hik bufinefs was 10 perform  facrifice.

T h e  holy cerem ony being concludcd, the prophet 
invited Jcfle and his ions to dine with him. H e was 
ftruck with admiration by the graceful form and de
portment o f  the elder fo n ; and concluded that lie 
was the perfon dcftined to fill die throne. But upon 
afking whether be was the ntan to be anointed, ho 
was anfwered in > e  n eg a tive ; and told, that tÛ  
A lm igh ty  ju d ged  not from extern al-excellen cies; 
but that the qualifications m oil acceptable lo him, 
were p iety, ju flice , fortitude, and the other virtues 
which harmoiiife and com pofc the beauty o f the hu-
,1 .  ■■i —  ii I ■ f c  i m i «  I  II  ................................-  ■

T iiclfn icH t^ i, therefore, had a righ t to  Te\engt themfelves on therr, 
a* tfce;  ̂were a g g r e jo n  b y  the law  o f  nature and nations, and utterly 
to extirp a 'c  them too, i f  that was niceflary for their own prefcrva. 
t io n ; and were ob liged to do it , i f  G o d  commanded 'tliero. G o d  
did  command it . A nd w ill any man difpute tl^  right o f  G o d  to 
dcflroy an in corrig ible  nation by pe<li|encc, cajth quake, llorra, i t  

famine ? A s no fenfible perfon can deny this, how then can he deny 
the right o f  find  to deftroy them by the fword ? I f  this right in G o d  
be allow ed, then hi* g iv in g  it in command to Saul. bj- Samuel, w ai 
fioi unworthy o f  liim . and ^aul «ug;ht to have done it in the fuU c? > 
ten t’o f  his commiffion.

F f  ■ '  niatl
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m an ftml. U ^ n  th ii, Samuel requefted the attend- 
p c e  o f  the otW r ftms, a o d fiv c  m ore appeared, who, 
in point o f  |krfb n al advantages, h t  found in no rc- 
fp c ft  inferior to their e l ^ r  brother.

T h e  names o f  thefe fix fons o f  JefTe were E liab, 
A hinadab, Sam m a, N athanael, R ael, and A fa. S«- 

flnucl, having confulted the A lm igh ty  on •which o f  
thefe brethren h  ̂ had determ ined to confer the fo- 
y sre ig n ty , r<?ceivcd for anfw er-that neither o f  them 
vas-thc man on whom he had fixed hi.? choicr;. T h e  
prophet then inquired o f  JefTe, what other fons he 
h a d ; w ho replied, that he had on ly  one m ore, who 
was em ployed in tending his flocks, and was named 

'D a v id . Samuel defiroti that he m ight be lent fo r; 
fayin g, it was but right that he fhould be admitted 
to  partake o f  the rcpait. T h e  phyfiognom y o f  this 
votuh  prepoflTefTed e v e ry  beholder in his favour j he 
tkcing o f  a florid com plexion, with fomethirig o f  a  
martial air, and a countenance highly expreflive o f  
m odefty  and benevolence. Im m ediately upon his 
entrance, Samuel whifpered Jeffe that this was the 
yo u th  whom G od  had acftined to reigh o ver hi* p eo
ple. T h e  prophet feated him n e x th im fe lf; the fa
ther and the reft o f  his children taking their places 
below  him. Samuel then anointed* D a vid , and told 
him in a whifper, it was the pleafure o f  the A lm igh ty  
that he fhould afTume the governm ent o f  the k in g
dom  ; enjoining him to a ftrift adm iniftration o f  juT- 
tice , and a due reverence to the commands o f  G o d ; 
and afluring him, that, b y  fuch a condufil, he w ould ' 
eftablifh him felf in the government,* fubdue the Phi-» 
lidines, and all his other enem ies, and perpetuate hî < 
fame to the lateft pofterity.

C H A P .  IX.  ‘ ‘

G O L IA T H , the CkanipUn n/ the PHILISTINES,^^  
defies the IS R A E L IT E S , and isJlain by D A V ID .

th« Phuif. C  O M E  fhort time afterwards, the Philif-;
linfsrtiKw O  tines entered the coun try-of the H e-

brews, and encam ped with a vaft arm y 
between the cities o f  Shecoth and A ze k a h . Saul^ 
obliged them to quit this fituation; and they efla-, 
blifhed their quarters on a m ountain, oppolhc vn that, 

was occupied b y  the Ifraelites. In the array  ̂
o f  the PhiliUines was a mun o f  prodigious Itature and 
Itrength, named G oliath, a native o f  G ath. H e mea-( 
furc*(l in height fix cubits and a fpan, .md the arm our' 
which he wore was proportioned to hi& vail bulk and 
fo rce ; his coat o f  mail weighing five tliouland Ike-, 
kels, and the head o f  his fpear, which was o f  iron, fix 
hundred Ihekels: this fpear he bore upon his fliojilacr,

•  He fmgled him out from the reft, ind privately anointed him : 
for it is plain, from what is faid before, that Samuol was afraid to 
hare it known, and therefore did not anoint him puhlicl^ in the 
midft o f his brethren. And by Eliab’s treatment o f  D avid, after 
this, I Sam. xvii. 28. it iv evident, that he did not know him to be 
anointed king over Ifriel. David himfelf might be as ignorant o f

it being too ponderous to be carried in the hand, as 
lances generally are.

T hus equipped, this p r o d i^  o f  nature defcendcd 
into the va lley  between the above-m entioned m oun
tain*, accom panied b y a numerous b o d r  o f  arm ed 
Philiftines, and, with a vo ice  in the h ig h d t degree 
expreffive o f  hi* extraordinary fizc and Itrcnrth, he 
uttered the following defiance in the ears d f  the H e 
brews- “  Prompted b y .a defire of preventing the 
eftufion o f  human blood, I come hither, y e  men o f  
Ifrael, to  propofe to you  a decifion o f  the conteft 
between the two nations, b y  fingle combat. I here 
offer m yfe lf a* a champion on the part o f  the P h ilif
tines ; and i f  you will fend fbm« peHbn with a like 
commijTion from your nation, ifrie p revailing diffe
rences m a y e a fily  be fettled, without procc«5ding to^a 
general battle. I f  he chance to vantjuifh m e, then 
will we be your fervants ; but i f  I prove victorious, 
y e fh a il be lubjefted  to us*, for it is better that one man 
o n ly  fhould be expofed to  deftrutH on, than a whokr 
arm y.” A t th e conclufi«n o f  his fpeech, he returned 
to thsj^am p; and this defiance he regularly  repeated 
during the courfe o f  forty d a y s; the H ebrew s beiirg 
h igh ly  chagrined to remain thus long in a ctive ,'in  
f i ^ t  o f  the enem y.

A m on g the troops o f  Saul, were three o f  the foos 
o f  J e fle ; but D avid  had been lent back to his father, 
at the commenceme&t o f  the w ar, to his form er em- 
p lo v  o f  tending the fheep. H avin g  been difpatched 
to the camp, by  Jefft:, on a certain day, to carry  pro- 
vifions to his brethren, and to inquire after thrir 
w elfare, he chanced to hear G oliath reproaching artd 
execratin g  the Ifraelites, with m ore than ufual viru- 
lenc€f, for their cow ardice in declining his repeated 
challenges. D avid , who was en gaged  at the time in 
convijrfation with his brethren, could not contain 
his ertiotion on the occafion, and refolutely  declared  
his willingnefs to encounter this haughty boafter; 
but E lia b , the eldeft fon o f  his brethren, fharply re
prehended him for his rafhnefs; bidding him, in 
rifion, return to the care o f  his flocks, as being fer 
the ijpore fuitable em ploym ent for one fo y o u n g  and 
intxp erien ced .

From  re fp ed  for his brother, D avid  wa« inires 
filent for the p re fe n t; but, when he was to tî ht :he 
about to quit. th e _ ,£ ^ p. having again 
m entiotied, in  ttWlieaTlHg o f  lieveral o f  the foldiers, 
his defire to engage the |ian t, they im m ediately 
carriec^the intelligence to Saul, who ordered him to 
be brought before him, {ind queftioned whether he 
had made any (fcclaration o f  the kind related b y  the 
foldiers. D avid  replied in the affirm ative ; and 
afl'ured the king, that, with his pcrm iffion, he would 
q u ick ly  render this arrogant Philiiline as contem pti-

the precife intention o f Samuel in this cercmony as hii brethren, 
becaufc it was cuftomary to anoint a perfon for the Prophetic office 
as well as the Regal. Samuel't not revealing this fecret to D avid, 
Ihewed his prudcncr*, teecaufc, i f  it had got wind before the pro
per crifis, it would have endaogeroi both tSeir lives.

•ble
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bJe as he at prefeiu appeared to be form idable; ad
ding, that the «lory redounding to the nation From 
fuch a conquelt would W  the greater, as being ob
tained by a raw and incxperienc'ed youth. Saul was 
ftruck with amazement at the couragc o f  D avid, but 
he dared not intruft the decifion o f  fo importanta 
caufe to one whom he deemed, from his want Aif 
years and judgmKnt, to be fo inadequate to the taik.

David, clearly pei-ceiving in the countenaiice <Sf 
tTie king what palled in has mind, endeavoured to 
difpcl his doubts by the following words: “  It-'K 
not. Sire, fo much the Hebr«w arniy, as the omni
potence o f heaven itfelf which this wrctch dares 
thus impiouily to detvi; nor ihould the com bat be 
confidered as a conteft bervv'een Goliath and D avid, 
but between Goliath and the I^ rd  <if Hofts, who 
fometimes deigns to effeft the moft glorious purpofes 
by the agency o f  the weakeft and meaneu inltru- 
tnents. I confide in that almighty power, for the 

'l ik e  aid at>dprotedion which he has been gracioudy 
pleafed to afford me on formeropcafionfi. It chaaceil 
on a time, as I was tending the flocks o f hu' father, 
that a lion entered the fold, and carried o ff alam b :
I purfued the furious bead, and, feizing him by the 
tail, dafhed him againft the ground with fo much 
force, that be inlUntly yidded up his life at my feet. 
In the like manner I, fome time afterwards, en
countered a bear with fimilar fuccefs. I do not con- 
lider this PhilifUne as a more fomiidable foe than a 
lion or a bear j but, on the contrary, am firmly per- 
fuaded, that G od will make me the humble inuru- 
raent o f  thatpuniftimcnt which he will infli6l on this 
audacious and blafpheming wretch.” 
s.ii eonfeus. now convinced, from the man-
tnti ana< him ncr in which thcfc words were uttered, 
for the e<m- Oiat thc youth was a£tuated by a divine 

impulfe, and therefore no longer h efi-; 
tated to CTant the requeued permiffion. T o  prrj>arc 
him for the combat, he equipped him in his owii 
fuit o f  armour; but David found, that thefe arras 
were likely to prove rather an incumbrance than a 
defence to him, and therefore defircd leave to lay 
thcm afide; modeflly obferving, that they w efehct- 
tet adapted tu  the ufe o f  the ixilful warrior, than o f  '; 
the inexperienced fhepherd. H aving rcfimied his 
own habit, he took his fhephei^'s and his fling*; 
and putting five fmooth iiene?/* he had coU
led cd  from the brook, into his wallet, he advanced ' 
towards his antagonifl, who ran, as well as he was ' 
able under fo pumbrous a load o f  armour* to meet 
him. W hen Goliath peTceived the diminutive fta- 
turc o f his adverfary, and the uncommon weapons

*  Though we (hould not urge D avid’i  confidence in the divine 
affiftance to clear him from the imputation o f  rafhnefs in thi« glo
rious undertaking, yet his condiift may be vindicated. So f ir  is 
theic from any appearance o f  raftinefs, that David feems fraiher to 
have bad the advantage. T he Philiftine was armed with heav y  ar- 
jnper, a fword, a fpear, and a (hitJd ; and therefore Dayid, though 

, -a fttifiling, wa* ijniie f«fe vvhilft he kept ij^vlliOking mooftcr froni 
near him ; and had this pecuiiar advantage over him, that 

he couTd ftrikc him at a diflance, and i f  hehad miffed him once, had 
mere chanccs o f hitting him, anU at laft could have «un away;

/

with which he lud provided him felf for the ertcouft- 
ter, he alked him, with ineffable contempt, whether 
he imagined that he was come thither,to heat a dog, 
or to engage in combat with one fkillcS in thc ufe o f  
arms. David replied, that he confidered him as far 
worfe than a dog. Thcfe words inflamed thc Pliilii’- 
tine with fuch violence o f rage, that lie vented die 
moil bitter execrations againfl David, and declared 
that he would give his dead carcaie finr food to tlic 
fowls tlic air, and the beafts o f die field. “  Y ou ,” 
faid D a vid „ “  come to the field clad in a coat o f  mail, 
and armed with a fword audfpear; but ray armour 
is the commifhon which i  ha,ve received from tljc 
living G od, who will this d jy , by i»y agency, d«- 
Uver D oth y o U r fe l f  and your army uuo the hands 
o f  thc H ebrew s; and I fluill, tire night, feparatc 
your head from your body, and throw your carca^: 
upon the dunghill, to be devoured by dogs, o f  
whofe nature you fo nearly partake. And this event 
fh a ll convince maiikind, that the God o f  the I fra c r  
lites makes the fafety o f h is people his peculiar care; 
and that neither arms nor numuers can affpfd any 
proteQion to thofe who incur his refentmcut.” 
Goliath w a t.fo  much prepoffeflcd with a con
tempt o f  the vouth, and the inexperience o f  his anta- 
gonift, that thefe words made not the leafl impref- 
lion on him, and he eagerly preflcd forwatd to the 
combat.

C H A P .  X.

TAe Drath o f G O L IA T H . The P H IL IS T IN E S  are 
purfued and dcfeaiti by the H E B R E W S . .SAUL  
conceiws a mortal Envy and Hatred againfl D A  VID.

eagernefs which David mani- D»»i*kiiif 
X  fefted to proceed to a£lion was not at Coiinii wnh 

all inferior to that o f  his adverfary, bring *“'** 
incited by his all-powerful and invifible 
Prote6ior; and, when thc combatants had advanced 
within a certain diftance o f each other, David tot)k 
one o f  the flolies.from his wallet, and, placing it in 
his fling, hurled it with fuch force at ihr giant, that 
it fraftuscd his fkull, and killed him. David inft^mly 
ran towards the foot, and, unfhcathing his enemy s 
(word, flruck o ff his head therewith.

T he army o f the Philiftincs wa* thrown -rhe Phiiia 
into fo great a confternation by thirde^ at linei •rtdver- 
o f their champion, that they inflantly fled .
in the lUmoR cdnfufion; and were pur-

whereas the fword. the fpear, and thc fhield o f  hii enemy, ŵ ete 
wholly infignificant, ai thefe coutd only be employed againfl him in 
a clofc encounter. David wa* dexterous at hi* -fling, accp r» l^  to 
thecuilom o f thofe times, w d  could fcarcc fail o f  hi* blow whilft he 
had to  huge an obieit to aim *t. The lling was an oiFenfive weapon 
ufcd in war, and it was reckoned an exceeding ufeful (lualifiianon 
for a faidier to bo exercifed in it. They were brought up to , atid 
frecjucntly exerciled in it, a ĵd attained to an amazing dexterity in 
xhe ufe o f  i t ; iiubmuch that we read, tkai they could fling Hone* 
at an hair’s breadth, and not mifs.”

fued
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fued by the Hebrews as far as the frontiers o f Gath, 
and to the very gates o f  Afcalon. O n this occafion 
fvill thirty thonfaiid o f  the Philiftines were flain, and 
the wounded amounted to nearly double that num
ber. The Hebrews, upon their return from the pur- 
fuit, plundered the enemy’s camp, and afterwards 
fet it on fire.’ T h e head of^Goliath was preferved by 
David as a trophy, and he offered the fword as an 
oblation to tHfc Lord.

W hen Saul was upon his return with the anny, he 
was met upon the road by the women /̂id maidens 
o f  the feveral cities through which he pafled, who 
camc out in troops, to.gratulate him on his fucccfles, 
with mufic and f<>ngs q f triumph ; the women lead
ing the chorus with the words, “  Saul has (lain his 
thoufands!" and the virgins replying, “  And David 
his ten thoufands!" From this circumflance, Saul 
conceived the ridiculous notion, that he fhould be no 
longer fafe on his throne, while David continued 
about his perfon; and ho, therefore, removed him 
from the poft he held in his guards, and advanced 
him to the command o f a thoufand men, in hopes 
that he might fall in fome o f  the enterprifes in which, 
from the nature o f  his new dignity, he would be fre
quently engaged.

David, on the other hand, was fo highly favoureti 
by the Almighty, that he efcapcd all the fnares fpread 
for his deftrutlion ; and not only acquired the uni- 
verfal efteem o f the people for his valour and con- 
duft, but alfo made a ftrong impreirion on the heart 
o f Michal, the king’s youngcft daimiter. Saul foon 
perccived the growing paflion of^the maiden, and 
would fometimcs infinuate, in the courfe o f conver- 
fation, that he fhould not be altogether averfe to the 
match, on certain conditions; moaning by this con- 
dutf, to lure David into a fhare which might lead to 
his deflrufclion, to which point all his machinations 
tended.

Saul, at this time, made a declaration to fome of 
his courtiers, that he was willing to give his daughter 
in marriage to D avid, on condition that he fliould 
bring him the heads o f fix hundred Philiftines. This 

, propofuion he fuppofed would naturally engage D a
vid, who he knew was ever ready to attend the calls 
o f  glory, in fome dangerous enierprife againit the 
Philiftines; preferring that he fhould be rfaken off 
by their hands, rather than by his own immediate 

,»«*w«imand. He alfb employed fome o f his emiffaries 
to found David on the lubjeCt o f the match in ciuef- 
tion ; who rcpref’ented to him, that the favour wnich 
he had acquired both with the prince a id the people 
was fuch, that a report was current, that Saul intend
ed to confer his daughter on him in marriage; but 
David rejedcd  their intelligence, as improbable.

* l l t e  only juft reafoni that could vindicate Saul in command- 
Ing, and David incxccuting his command, tu cut nfi'£iich a number 
o f PhiJittincs, were either G o d 's order, or their being at war with 
^hc PhililHaes, or tlie neccflity o f it to weaken their eneraie?, the 
fiiffty o f iheir country, the fecurity o f  their libertv, and Aich like 
motives; and i f  thcfr motive* comurred to jultify 'hnvid in accept
ing the condition o f liecomirtg Saul’t I'on-in-law, by bringing the

T h ey  were a fecond time difpatched by s.«t uyi > 
Saul, on the fame bufinefs, with inflruc- ^
tions to acquaint David, in his name, that •
the want o f riches he fhould confidcr as no objetlion 
in the perfon whom he fhould confeiit to. accept as 
a fon-in^law; being determined to beflow, ana not 
to fell his daughter, whenever he fhould part with 
her; and that ne r^ u ired  nothing further from him, 
flian to bring him the heads o f  fix hundred o f  the 
Philiftines*; which would be the moft acceptable 
prrfent he could offer, both to himfelf and his 
daughter ; and would, imweover, by the bravery o f 
the a£lion, fully juftify her in her choice to the world. 
D avid, totally unaware o f  the finifler defign o f Saul 
in this propofal, gave himfelf no ccmcern with re- 
fped  to the difficulty and danger o f the enterprifc, 
but inftantly concerted the proper ineafures with his 
companions for carrying it into execution. He ac
cordingly gave battle to the enem y, routed them 
with great flaughter, and delivered to the king the 
number o f  llain require^.

C H A P .  X I .

E vil PraBices o f SA U L fgainjl the L ijt  o f D A V ID , 
whom J O N A T H A N  warns o f his Danger.

Al t h o u g h  Saul, to  avoid the reproach o f  a 
breach o f faith, had now given his daughter to 

David in marriage, yet this clofe alliance did not in 
the leaft alter his difpofition towards him. For, re
marking that David increafed daily in the favour and 
eficem o f G od and man, he became violently appre - 
henfive, that both liis crown and life were in danger, 
from tljc attempts o f the youth ; and, to fecure both, 
refolved to put him to death in the moft fecret man
ner poffiblc; to the performance o f  which office he 
dettinedhis own fon Jonathan, and a certain number 
o f his moft faithful domeftics. Jonathan was greatly 
amazed to fee the late affettion which his father bore 
to Dav d, thus fuddenlv converted into the extremity 
of.hA tred; and, ftrucK with horror at die bale and 
treacherous d e % n  meditated by Saul, inflantly com
municated to David the whole m atter; and advited 
him to fly with, all fj^ed, as the only means o f pr«- 
ferving his life. further promifed to learn
from his father the caufe o f  this extraordinary en
mity towards the youth, and to endeavour to in- 
fluence’ him in his favour; obferving, that he knew 
o f no fault committed by D avid, which could juftify 
the king’s indignation ; and that, fhould be acciden
tally have fallen into any trifling errors, the fervices" 
which he had rendered both to his fovereign and to

ftipulated number, hi* bringing more was yet a higherferrice to the 
public; and fo far from being any breach o f the rules o f  religion 
and morality, as that it wai a p'rrof o f  real patriotifm and public 
fijirit, highly merited the thanks o f  his king and country, and ren
dered him worthy oK'tw honor intended him. In i Sam. xviii. at,  
Saul g demand is an hundred fore-&ins fnot head.) o f  the Phi- 
lilUnet.

his
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his country, made ample compenfation for them all. 
He then allured David, that he would, from time to 
time, give him intelligence o f  his father’s proceed
ings ; after which they fenarated, and David, in con
formity to the advice o f Jonathan, retired to a place 
o f  I'alcty, to avoid the relentment o f the king. *

O n the following day, Jona‘,*'an  ̂obferving that 
his father was in a placid difpornion o f  mind, took 
the opportunity to fpeak to, htm in favour o f  Davicl. 
“ 'It appears to me,” faid he, “  very extraordinar>\ 
that you (hould have conceived fo violent a hatred 
againft this young man, without the ieart apparent 
caufe. O ur whole nation is highly indebted to him, 
not only lor the dcftrufction o f  the Philiftines, but for 
his vifclory over the giant, whofe repeated challenges, 
fur the lerm o f  forty fucceffive days, fo deeply afleft- 
cd our national honour; and which no one had cou
rage fufficient to vindicate, fave the youth in quef- 
tion. H e is doubly entitled to your efteem, both as 
a man o f great perfonal courage, and alfo as being 
your fon-m-law; an honouft which he purchafcd on 
your own terms, by prefcntingyou with thĉ  heads o f 
lix hundred Phililluies. Rf;f]c6t, I pray thee, on the 
grief which our whole family muft feel for the lofs o f 
tnis worthy 3'outh ; particularly your own daughter, 
who, by his death, will be reducca to the pitiable con
dition o f widowhood before fhe has experienced the 
happinefs o f  the maternal ftate. Be pleafed to recol- 
lett alfo, the relief which you have received from 
liiin in thofe .hours when poflefi'ed with that malig
nant fpirit which has fo often o f late deprived you o f 
your repofe; and to entertain fentiments more wor
thy o f yourfelf, and o f the man to whom our family 
is fo highly obligated." Thefe arguments made fo 
Itrong an imprellion on the mind o f  Saul, that he de
clared, with a folemii oath, that he would never, in 
the flightclt degree, be guilty o f  any violence towards 
Davicf, for the time to come. This welcome intelli
gence Jonathan immediately communicated to D a
vid, who returned with him, thereupon, to court, 
and relumed his attendance on the perfon o f the 
king *.

• C H A P .  XII.

The P H IL IS T IN E S  are c^air^'vaHquipied by D A 
VID. He is pre/erved by M IC  H A L  from  the De- 

Jigm o f SA U L, who had again dfiermined to^ut hint 
to Death. J O N A T H A N  and D A V ID  conlraB a 

fokmn League c f  Fritndjhip. D A V ID  reforts to 
N O B , and alfo to G A T H ; at the former o f which 
Places, he is kindly received by A B IM E L E C H . 
This Circumflance iovxmmicatcd to SAU Lt ht  ̂
in confequence, puts to Dcaih not only A B IM E L E C H ,

N T h r  Phllir.
t in c i
d e le a u d  k y  
D ^ v i i .

T h e  t n r y  t rn l  
j e i l 'i u iy  o f  
S a u l ( till c  <ii> 
( ii iu e t .

hiu alfo ike wholt Sacerdotal Race, fave A B IA -  
T H A R , who efcapes hy Flight. The miraadoui 
Deliverances o f D A V ID  ; w d Death o f SA M U E L. 
D A V ID  takes to Wife A B IG A IL , the Widow of 
N A B A L . He. is received hy ACH ISH , who pta\ 
htm tn Poffeffim of Z IC K L A G , and retains h m  iii 
his Service.

•
E A R L Y  about this period, the Phi- 

_  liittnes again coinmenccd hollilities 
againft the liebrews, and were defeated in 
a pitched battle by David, to jvhoin Saul 
had enirulted the command o f the army. Upon the 
arrival o f David at court, with'the intelligence o f this 
jlorious victory, he was received by the king with a 
ullen and gloomy air, and in a manner little confo- 

nant cither to his expectation or his deferts: for Saul 
was conilantly apprehenfive o f the increaling repu* 
tation o f David with the people.

On a certain day, Saul, being feized 
with a return o f  his old diforder, lent for 
David, to ling, and i>lay on the harp, as 
ufual; and, whiHl the latter was employ
ed in the above manner, Saul, fuddenlv itarlingfrom 
his couch, with the utmoft effort of his llrength, threw 
at him a javelin which he held in his hand, and which 
mult have put a period to his life, had not David 
providentially avoided the blow, by flipping on one 
tide. He immediately retired, in ‘all hafte, to hi4 
own houfe, whera he remained f̂ tir the reft o f the day. 
W hen night arrived, a guard o f foldiers were fent to 
the houfe, with orders from the king to- prevent his 
efcape, and to feize his perfon in tne morning, in 
order to his being put to death with all the formali- 
ties o f  a public execution. But M ichal, who had 
received intimation o f her father’s defign, gave D a
vid instant warning o f his danger j advifing him to 
lly before day-light; and, after mutual endearments 
aud lamentations, fhe let him down from a window 
at the back part o f the h oufe; and thus he efcaped 
the imminent peril to which he was expofed.

W hen the foldiers whom her father had M ic h .if» -  

fent entered the houfe, and inquired for »<»*« 
her hufband, Michal anfwered, that he hsd 
been very ill during the night, and wasjufl then fallen 
afleep; ai^d to confirm her 'affertion, fhewed them 
the bed, under the coverlet o f  which fhe had 
pofely placed the liver o f a kid newly killed,which, 
by its palpitation they fuppofed to f>ethe body o f  the 
fick perfon. T h ey, therefore, returned to Saul with 
an account o f  tiiefe particulars; but were inftantiy 
fent back again, with orders to bring David a ya y  
with them, m whatever condition they might find 
him ; Saul being determined, at all events, to put 
him to death. Havine repaired a fecond time to the 
houfe o f David, h ey aifcovered the deception which

•  The reader w ill obferre, that Jonithan evf r confidcrs David at 
•B innocent perfon, and pleads for him to hiffTllher, not as a rebel 
or notorious ofiender, to obtain hii pardon, but as ha'vine never 
done an/ thing to forfeit Saul’s favour, or bis own l i f e ; and there-

N o. 6.

/

fore Jonathan muft be comnicnded in difobeying hia father’s order 
to l)avid*t hurt, aud duine all he could to prevctu his purpofe to 
kill him.

G g had



J i 8 _ _  T H E  W H O L E  G E N U I N E  W O R K S  O F  J O S E P H U  S. [Book VI.

haxl been pat upon them-; and, acquainting the king 
therewith, he I’evcie ly  chid his daughter for thus 
leaguing againft her father with his grcateft enemy, 
ilu f Michal exculcd herfclf, on the plea that her huf- 

. l)and had compelled h<ir to conceal him, and to aHiit 
liiin in his efcapc, by threats o f im'tant death, if  <he 
refu lcd ; and lay this pretence Ihe pacified her fa- 
Eivid rcforu t h c r ’s W rath . In t h e  mean time, David 
to s.uiuci I flvd to Ramah, where Samuel then rc(idcd. 
and acquainted the prophet with all the particulars of 
Saul’s condutl towards him; a(iuri<ig him", at the 
fame time, that he had been guilty o f no fault which 
could afford the flightcfl pretext for the king’s 
prefent inveteracy againlt him.

Samuel, hereupon,*in order to ' fliclter David 
from the great danger with which he was now threat
ened, repaired with him to Galbaah, where they 
remained together for fome time. Jiut no fooner 
was Saul made acqtiaintcd with the place o f their re- 
trei'.t, than he difpatclK-d thither a niunbcr o f armed 
men, with orders to feize the perf»n o f David, and to 
bring him away in chains. W hen the medengers 
arrived at Galbaah, they found Samuel in company 
with leveral other prophets; and, the Spirit o f God 
falling upon them at the inltant, tiiey allb began to 
prophefy with the refl; and the like happened to 
thofe alfo whom Saul lent afterwards on the fame 
bufincfs. Saul, at length, went thither him felf; but,
as foon as he came within fight o f Samuel, he found 
h im fd f poffelfed with the fame fpirit; and, upon a 
nearer approach, he threw off his garments, and pro- 
phefied naked before Samuel and David, for the 
Ipace o f  a whole day and a night

David, confciousof the irreproachable- 
»o joi»ih«n nefs o f his conduft, bitterly complained
of Siufi to Jonathan o f the injuflice o f  the K in g  in
ueitment. feeking his life. Jonathan alfured him,
that he had bcm  milled by the reports which he had 
heard on that fu b je tl; as the king his father never 
formed any refolution o f importance without ac
quainting him therewith, previoufly to the carrying 
it into execution. But David perfiiied, with an oath, 
that his fears were too well founded; adding that, 
as Saul was acquainted with the ftrift friendfhip 
which fubfilted between them, it was not probable 

' that he fhould ctjinmunicate to his fon anv defign 
o f  a like tendency to that in queflion. ''Jonathan 

. was at length convinced; and defircd his friend to 
•"•^!?)nfidcr in what manner he might render him the 

moft efleftual fervice.
A puv,.t to- Jonathan direfled David to a certain 
kfn btiw«i fpot without the city, there to remain con- 
Davidar.(f]c. ccaled till his return; promifing that, 

when he fhould havt difcovered the dif-

* The change in the meflrnger* o f Saul was great; but that 
winch was wrought in Saul h iaifelf was aftotijfhing. He carae to 
w rrsk his vengcance : but iuflcad o f a mui ilercr, he becomes a pro
phet ; puts himfelf fiakcd intir-;Iy into the hands o f  Samuel, the pro
phet!, and D avid, who might have made what advantages they 
pleafed o f an adventure fo fortunate, even to have cut off Saul, and 
raifed David to the throne. But they abhorred the thought; and as 
the Jpirit o f the Lord kept Saul in that condition till David was (afe.

pofuion o f  his fatfier towards him, he would come 
to the place with his bow and arrows, attended by 
one page on ly; that he would let fly three arrows, 
and, if the intelUrence he brought him was favour
able, he would order the page to fetch them again to 
him ; but, if he gave him no fuch order, David was 
from ihencc to coiiclude, that his perfbn was in dan
ger frcmn the king’s rcfentment.

'•  At the felli%al y f the following day, Saul, having 
firlt purifie d . i n ‘the cuftomary forms, took 
hi.-! feat ai th^ '̂table, with Jonathan on his right hand, 
and Abner, li.c general o f his army, on his le ft; the 
feat whicli, in virtue o f his office, belonged to David 
remaining vacant. Saul obferv ing this circutnftance, 
imagined that David had not regularly purified him
felf, and therefore pafled it over in filcn cc; but, r<;- 
marking that he fhll did not attend on the fecond 
day of the feflival, Saul, with a confiderable degree 
o f afperitv, quelHoned Jonathan why David had thus 
abfented himfelf, for two fucccffive days, on fo fo- 
lemn an occafion, Joiyithan replied, that he had 
granted Jiim {icrmiflion to repair to Bethlehem, to 
roleiirni/.e the fcifival with his own trib e; adding 
that, from the fincere afteftion w'hich he bore to the 
young man, he Ihould be glad to have his majeftj'’& 
leave to repair thither to him.

Thefe laft words fo highly irritated sauirefentf 
Saul, that he could no longer conceal his jon»ih*n'i 
liatred to D avid; and, loading his fon ^-«iiito 
with the injurious epithets o f traitor, and 
confederate with the enemy o f his family, he ordered 
him forthwith to fend fome perfons to Bethlehem, to 
bring David from thence, that he might be punifhed 
according to his demerits; obferving, that it muft be 
apparent to every one who did not wilfully fhut his 
eyes againft the truth, that his perfonal fafety could 
be no otherwife fecured than by the death of^David. 
Jonathan, in the mofl refpeftful manner, dofired his 
father to inft>rm him by what heinous offence David 
had thus drawn upon himfelf his refentment: but the 
queflion had nearly cofl him his life : for Saul, feiz- 
inir a javelin which flood near, would infallibly have 
killed him therewith on the fpot, but for the inter
ference o f fome o f the attendants, who wrefted it out 
o f his hand.

This aBion clearly evinced to Jonathan the vio
lence o f  that hdtrcii^wbich his father had conceived 
againft David*; aTid he immediately retired from the 
company, deeply aflt'efted with the reflc6tion on the 
danger,which threatened both his friend and him
felf. Having fpcnt the night in fleeplefs anxiety, he 
rofe at an early hour in the morning, ^ d ,  taking 
with him his Joow and arrows, he repaircu, with one 
page only, to the fpot where D avid was concealed.

fo Saul was fafe during the time that he was nak'ed (i. e. deftitute o f 
his royal military robe.) A  noble evidence this o f the innoccnce 
and loj alty o f  Samuel, the jir^ hets, and D a v id ; whilft at the 
fame time it affords a pleafing inrfance, to a generous compaflioaate 
mind, o f the care o f  Providence over perfecuted virtue, and of the 
impotence o f  humatWKilice tOH'aids thofc wlwm G od is dctirmincd 
to preicrvc.

He

\
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D a v id  re p a irs  
to  A b im d c c h f  
Uie p r ie i i .  a t  
N o b , w h o  
g iT « i h im  

an d
» r n u .

H e firft difchargcd his arrows, and in token that the 
intelligence he brought was unfavourable, initead of 
.fending the page to pick them up, he rc-difpatchcd 
him into the city, on a feigned errand, that he might 
be at liberty to converfc with his friend with me 
greater privacy.
The two Immediately upon the departure o f the
f r ie iid s (> a rt, to  lad, David came forth from his hiding- 
mettnomjrt. pi^ce, and prollrated him lelf at the feetftf 
ftis bctiefa6ior, whoraifed him up in the nioft aftcdi- 
onate manner; and they joined ui deploring the ma
lignity o f  their fate, which thus compelled them to a 
Icparaiion, to which death itfelf was, in the opinion 
o f each, f«ir nrefcrable. After Ibme time fpcnt in 
thefe mutual condolements, and in renewing, 
with the mod folemn proieftations, the league o f  
I’riendlhip they had formerly contrafled, they took 
a final leave o f  cach other*, and Jonathan returned 
to the city.

In order to avoid the unceafmg pcrfe- 
cution o f  Saul, ^ a v id  lied to Nob, the rc- 
fidence o f Abimelech the high-grieft. As 
he came without a fingle attenaarrt, A b i
melech could not conceal his furprizc at 
the circum ftance; but David informed 

him that, being charged by the king with the execu
tion o f  a conmiiflion o f a moll fecret and important 
nature, he had, for the greater privacy, difmilfed 
his 1‘uit for the prefcnt, and had appointed them a 
certain place where they fhould meet him. Under 
this pretext he obtained from Abimelech a fupply o f 
money, and alfo* the fword o f Goliath, which nad 
been hungup in the temple, and dedicated to God ; 
and, being tlius provided, he retired to Gath in the 
landofthe Philifhnes, where Achifli, the king o f  the 
country, then kept liis court. It chanced, that t̂ K' 
whole o f  the foregoing converfation between David 
and Abimelech was overheard by a ^ 'rian , named 
Doeg, who was employed by Saul in tiie capacity o f  
a groom.
Divia •rrivti Immediately upon the arrival o f David 
at Gith.  ̂ at Gath, he was recognized by fcveral o f  
the king’s fervants, who feized him, aiid conduftcd 
him before their marter, with loud complaints o f the 
inany lignal injuries which their nation hadfuftained 
from tins man. David, now perceiving himfelf in
volved in a worfe dilemma th!Hi^before, fuddenly af- 
fumed the behaviour o f an idio't ; “ drivelling at the 
mouth, and ufing other afclions o f  a like kind; which 
expedient fucceeded fo well, tha» A chilh ,,in  a vio
lent paflion, bid his fer^nts remove him from his 
prel^nce, and drive him out o f the c i t y : and thus 
David cfcapedthe imminent danger to which he had 
been expoled.
Ht retire! to From Gath he retired into the diftri£l o f 
• dirtriaof the tribe o f  Judah, where he remained 

concealed for fome time, in a cave fitu-

* T his adieu it the moft pathetK: and tender that ever wai de
scribed. There wmreafun for David tocK aed  in forrow (which in
1 Sam. xxi. 41. we are told, was the cafe], m he wai now xo  bc-

Wed in the held o f  Adullam. Hither numbers o f his 
friends, relations, and other perfons repaired to 
him, fome being influenced thereto by an affctlion 
for himfelf, others by their hatred and fear o f Saul,

les o f retrieving 
;icfc, amounting in

llieir
the

and others again by the ho
ruined fwrtunes : and With tiiv4v, aiiiviiiiiLiii  ̂ lu tll\J 
whole to about four hundred perions,* he put him(t‘.lf 
under the protedion o f the king o f Moan, who en
tertained him and his followers with thy greatefl hof- 
pitality, during the whole time that they remained in 
his doi^iinion.s, from whence, by the advice o f the 
prophet Saftuiel, they removtid to Haicth in the land 
o f Judah.

Saul quickly received the’ alarming intelligence, 
that David had been feen at the heati o f an armed 
force; and, being well actiuainted with the courage 
and enterprifing genius o f the man, he was greatly 
apprehennve that he might enter upon fome attempt, 
which might, at leaft, perplex the peace o f his king
dom, and might probaoly endanger even the fecu- 
rity o f  his crown and government.

Saul ordered Abiindech and the reft o f 
the priefls to be brought before him. and Abimelech, 
upon their arrival addrcfled the nigh- 
prielt in thefe words: “  W'hat oflence had I given 
you, that you fliould thus favourably receive the 
avow ed enemy o f my perfon and governm ent; fur- 
nifhing him with money and arms, and encourag
ing him in his perfidious defigns, by communicating 
to him the relponfcs o f the oracle relative thereto? 
You cannot be ynacquaintcd, that he is at the prefent 
time a fugitive, merely from the apprehenfion o f re
ceiving the punifhment to which ms inveterate ma
lice againlt my perfon and family has juftly rendered 
him obnoxious.

Abimelech did not attempt to difprovc 
the ttharge, but alledged, in vindication 
o f  his condu£l, that lie had confidered 
David, not as the enemy, but, on the contrary, as 
ihc friend and faithful fervant, as well as the fon-in- 
law o fth c kinj^He added,that itwas in confideration 
o f thefe qualities that he had afforded him the aflif- 
tan.ee be bad requelted, on the plea that he had been 
fent by the king to execute a commillion, which re
quired the utinofl fccrecy and difpatch ; that, with 
refped to the circumllance o f his confuiiing the ora
cle at tire defire o f David, it was nothing more than 
what he had repeatedly done on former occafions : 
and, hiiallv, that, whatever defigns it might appiwB  ̂
David had formed againft the perfon or govei;nment 
o f the king, he befeeched his majefty to do him the 
juftice to believe that, cither dirc6lly or indiredly, 
he had not the leaft fhare or concern thereini

This juflification, though highly nlaufible, Sau?, 
being prcpoirefred by his fears, totally difregarded, 
and initantly tommanded his guards to feize A bi
melech and the reft o f the prielts, and to put them

w h o  c le i r t
h im rd f.

come art exile from his friends, from liisu ife , from hit parent*, 
from his kindred, from tl»e people of G od. and from aU ^krod 
folemnities,

to
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to death ort the fpot*. But, it being prohibited by 
the law o f Mofes to fpill the blood or anv perfon in
verted with the facerdotal funtlion, the Hebrews 
unanimoufly and fteadily refuiied tocom ply with the 
kin g’s order; and the execution o f this barbarous 
conimillion was, in confeq\ience, commuted to 
D o cg , the Syrian, and a band o f ruHians whom he 
fclctled  for that purpofe : the number o f thofe who 
were thus inhumanly martacred, amounted to three 
hundred and eighty-five perfons.
A V im e ie c h  The vcngcance o f  Saul not bc^ng yet 
a n d  th e  p r ie f tt  fufficicntlv glutted, he difpatched his
sTuT'r'd agents to Hob, the refidencc o f  the prielt-

“ hood, with oraers to put the inhabitants
to  the fword, without (firtinftion either o f lex or age: 
this (avage comniiflion was executed in its fullclt 
extent; no one efcaping the general dcltrutlion, 
fave Abiathar, the fon o f  Abim elcch, who was pre- 
ferved by a miraculous interpofition o f the divine 
providence. Thus was verified the revelation which 
G od had difclofed to Eli the high-i>rieft, intimating, 
that the guilt o f  his two fons would, in the courlc o f 
time, be punifhed with the utter extirpation ol his 
family.
Akiiihar ef. Abiathar, the fon o f  Abim elcch, who
c«p inR , r e -  was the Only perlbn, that efcapcd the ge-
i«)atoD»vid. neral maflacre, repaired to David, with 
the afflifting intelligence of all that had paflied. 
D avid condoled with him on the occafion; exprelfed 
great forrow to have bee/i in any refj^ed the caufe 
o f  fo dreadful a calamity, o f  which die had from the 
firfl been apprehenfive, from the circuniftance o f 
D o eg ’s being prcfent at the interview between him 
and Abimelech ; and concluded with recommend- 
irfg it to Abiathar to continue with him, as the bcft 
means o f  flicltering himfclffrom thepurfuits orSa,ul. 
Darid rue- Near y at this period David received
counKeiuh. intelligence, that the Philirtines ha<d in 

vaded the province o f  Keilah with a nu- 
Tnerous army, fpreading univerfal devaltation where- 
evcrthey came; he therefore refolveti^o oppofe them, 
but previoufly confulted the oracle; and, having 
received a favourable anfwer, advanced with his 
fmall force againft the enemy, routed them with a 
confiderable (laughter, and actjuired a valuable 
booty. After this viftory, he continued fome time 
at Keilah, to protett the inhabitants during the lî a- 
fon o f  harveft. When the intelligence ofihis vitlory, 
* i c h  was reprefented niuch to the advantage o f 
David, and ihe circumltance o f his Ihiming hntifclf 
up iu the city o f Keilah, were conniunicated to

* W hy (hould the pricfls have been involved in this Ixirbarous 
n>afli^crc^ D»eg mention* only Abimelech as U-in? applied to b y  
DaviJ ; and in like manner Saul h im 'flf, in rKe charge he brings 
againll Abimelech, accufes him and David ; ^yh'^ hn w  ye ccnff>ired 
agttittfi me, thou tind ihe fgn o f JelTe ? wiihout a fyllable o f any other 
p t  ieilt. i \ s  to the pricft* not acquainting Saul with David's flight, 
why Ihould they do ir, i f  they were not informed o f it , but oe- 
lifv'cd, as David had pretended, he w rj in halle wpon the 
k ing’s bufinefs ? And i f  they had known the re.ifon o f it ,  it was

4

Saul, he inllantly difpatched a body o f  forces to be- 
fiege the place, with orders not to abandon the fiege 
till David was delivered into their hands. But David, 
being forewarned, that if  he continued at Keilah, the 
people would deliver him up, in order to make their 
D eace with the king, he retired from thence, with 
lis four hundred followers, and encamped upon a 

hill o f  g r e a t  nafural ftrength, named En-gedi, which 
A»as'fituatcd in the dcfert,

hut, when Saul received information that David 
had quitted Keihih, he countermanded the orders 
which he had 1-efore given, refpeding the fie g e ; and 
David again changed his quarters, retiring to Cocna, 
in the diltritt o f Ziph. A t thij: placc he nad an in.- 
terview wuh Jonathan, who exhorted him to fup- 
port himfelf with refblution under his prcfent trou
bles; affuring him, that in a fhort time he would be 
inverted with the fupreme governm ent; and repre-* 
fenting to him, that fuch exalted dignities were not 
attainable without much toil and danger.

T he people o f Ziph, jv ith the view o f  TheZiphitw 
ingratiating themfelves wuh the king, gave r.t«5etofci« 
him n m iceof the place whither D avid had 
retired; and engaged, if  Saul would furnifli them 
with a body o f  troops, to feize his perfon; which, 
they alledged, might eafily be etfetted, by fecuring 
certain panes, whereby his retreat would be ren
dered totally imnrafciicable. Saul expreffed his ac
knowledgments for this intelligence, and immedi-

II ately dilpatched a party to carrj' the defign into exe
cution ; promifing to follow them at the head o f a 
larger force, whh all convenient diijpatch. The 
Ziphites ferved as guides to the troops lent by Saul, 
and aft'oidcd them every afliftance in their power 
towards executing the commiffiou with which they 
\^ere charped.

But G od would not permit thefe wicked 
defigns to ta k e e ffc d ; for D avid, having 
received information o f the king’s ap- 
l)roach, retired to a large rock in the defert o f 
M aon^. Hither he was fo clofely purfued by Saul, 
that he appeared to be deprived o f  every hope o f  ef- 
capin^, when intelligence was brought to the kingy 
thar the Philiitines had invaded his dominions, and 
were ravaging the country without controul. This 
circumrtance induced Saul to abandon the p urfu itof 
D avid, and to Purn^ris arms againf> the invaders’; 
confidering itksnughlylhiprudent to rifk the tt)tai 
lots o f  his kingdom, merely for the fake o f  gratify
ing his rf;venge aj^ainft a particular perfon. In this 
manner was David prefcr\tj;d, from the apparently

not in their power to  have acquainted Saul w ith it  time enongh 
for him to have apprehended him : it is tliereforc evident, from 
Saul’s charge ngainft Abimelech. that his fufplcion o f thepriefts 
being in David's intercft, arofe merely from the information o f  
Docg, and not from any thing they had done, before this, con
trary to their dutjf.

+ Maonw’a s *  dilli«**wildcmcf» from Z ip h , though they both j  
lay in the tribe o f juduh. 1

inevitable

H e  r e t i re s  t*  
th e  d e fe r t.

\



Chap. XII.] T H E  A N T I Q U I T I E S  O F  T H E  J E W S . 121

inevitable deftniftion with which he was threatened; 
and from hciice he marched with his troops to the 
Hreights o fE n -g c d it.
s»ui perfiiH As foon as Saul had routed the Philif- 
in ptrfecutmg tincs, and compelled them to return to

country, he feleQed three 
thoufand o f  his choicclt troops, and, putting him- 
I'elf at their head, renewed the purfifit o f  David, o f  
whofe reircat to En-f^edi he had now obtained tht 
nloft indifputable information. W hen he had ar
rived very near to the I'pot, he retired, for a fhort 
time, without any o f his attendants, into a dark and 
fpacious cave, in which it fo happened that David 
and his companions were concealed; one o f them re- 
co lled in r the perfon o f Saul, inftantly acquainted 
David wuh his difcovery, and advifcd him to avaij 
himfelf o f  the opportunity which G od had thus 
afforded him, o f eitahlifhing his own fatcty by the 

death o f his implacable foe. But David 
rejetlcd this advice with horror, and con
tented himfelf with cutting ott a piece o f 

the fkirt o f Saul’s robe; and even this adic^n created 
a Itrong compunfction in liis breaft, as he conlidered 
it as an unwarrantable violenc»  ̂committed againlt the 
perfon o f  one whom God had been plealcd to fet 
over him in the quality o f his iovereign.

Immediately upon the departure o f  Saul from the 
cave, David K)llowed him, and, in the molt rcfped- 
ful manner, addrelfcd him in thefe words : “  It is the 
common misfortune o f  all princes. Sire, to be fur- 
rounded with ninnerous fycophants, whofe conftant 
prattice it is to fill their minds with i'njurious fufpici- 
ons o f their fincereft and moft approved friends. 
Profeflions may deceive, but the man who a6ts in 
conformity to his duty, gives an incontrovertible 
teflnnony o f his affedion and refpeft for his fove- 
rcign. I have been accufcd to your m ajelly o f 
Crimes which never entered into my miagination j 
and you, in confequence, purfne my life with the 
moli unreinitting ardour. But I trull, Sire, that the 
exam pleof my conduft on the'prefent occafion, will 
convince you how totally undeferving I am o f the 
rigour which I have experienced at your hands.* For 
it was equally in my power to have deprived you o f 
your life, as to cut off this piece o f  your p rm cn t, 
which you now fee in my hand; but even all the pro
vocation which I have recc.iv?«H, .cp'ViJd not induce 
me to be guilty o f  fo vindidive an aftion. Judge 
then, Sire, whether you can, without the molt pal- 
Rablc injuitice, contmue to perfectue me. i  fubmit 
m y conduft to the judgment o f  the Alm ightv, and 
he will decidc by whom the charge o f guilt hath been 
incurred.”

............ .............................
•

+ T h is  ftrong h o ld , now called A n -gucdi, wa« a large v i l l ^ ,  
fituated in the d cfcru , w hich lay upon tlic wellern coall th e & I t  
or Dead-Sea, not far from the plains o f  Jcricho. T h is  country 
abounded in mountains aad large chverns, and therefore was a very 
commodiou* place for D avid  to retire to , ai1ii'*conceal hiinfclf from 
his jralous enemy.

No. 7. ■

Saul reflc6linj? on the imminent peril s.ui ju»ifie< 
which he had elcaped, and on the great con-

moderation exhibited by David on the oc- 
cafion, obferved that he had repaid all the benefits 
and fervices which he had received from him with 
the bafeft ingratitude and cruelty. He further ac
knowledged that David, by his condud on that day, 
had proved himfelf to be noffefled, in the higheU 
degree, o f the generous lentiments «*f their tore- 
fathers, who gloried in (paring the lives o f fuch o f 
their ftft_-s as Providence had delivered into theit 
hands; adding, that he was from hence convinccd, 
that it was the intention o f  th;: Almighty to confer 
on him the fuprcme government o f the Hebrew na- 
tiori; and conjuring him, wlTen that period fhould 
arrive, to fhew mercy to his children. After David 
had bound himfelf to the king, by a folemn oath, to 
a Itrid oblervance o f his requelt, they (eparattrd, and 
David removed with his troops to the ftrcights o f 
Mi/.peh*.

Nearly at this period the Hebrews were ne«h of 
deprived o f the prophet Samuel ; a man s.muei. 

whofe numerous virtues had ju ftly endeared him tc» 
the whole nation. He died at Ramah, his native 
city, and was interred with a magnificence highly cx- 
irelliye o f the affedion which the people entertained 
or him. He held the fupreme authority twelve years 

fubfequent to the death o f Elij and died in the nine
teenth year after the introdudion o f the monarchical 
tbrm of government. ,

In thecity o f Jimma, fituated in the dif- jtory of 
trid  o f Ziph, and near the fpot on which N .b ii  »ai 
David had encamped his troops, dwelt a Abi|»u. 
certain perfon named Nabal, whofe flocks were fo 
numerous that they were computed to amount to 
three thoufand fheen, and one thoufand goats. David 
flrid ly  prohibited his people from committing the 
flighttll depredation on the pofl'eflions o f this man, 
and even permitted them to affift the fhepherd* o f 
Nabal in tending their flocks; flattering himfelf, that 
he fhould thereby confer an obligation on a perfon 
who was deferving o f his favour. But the dili)ofition 
o f Nabal was naturally churlifh and morofe, whilli 
his wife was equally remarkable for the grace* o f her 
perfon and mind.

W henthe feafon o f flieep-fhearing ar- Nih.v.ch«r- 
rived, David fent ten of his men to com- i'*’' wthav.our 
pliment Nabal, in his name, and to re- s
queft a fmail fupply o f pr<)vifions, for which lie 
would, when opp<)rtunity offered, make him ample 
compenlation. They were further ordered to repre-' 
fent to him that, during the whole time o f their abode 
in the defert, they had never once injured him in hii

*  T h a t Saul (hould break hi* vows, and, what is worfe, that he 
Ihould ungratefully purfue his deliverer, with increafingtlurft .ifter 
his blood, is an extraordinary inftancc o f  the length in wicktdnef» 
w hich fome men are permitted to run. Saul imitated in this re- 
fpeft thofe w ho had fold tljcmfclvMi to work iniquity in thefighf o f  
the L o rd .

H h property,
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property, but, on the contrary, had done him fome 
lervicc b y  the affidance which they had afforded his 
fervants. Nabal enquired irom •whom they came, 
and, being informed that they vere  fent by D avid, 
the fon of Jcffc, he ncH only peremptorily refufed 
to com ply with their requelt, but accompanied his 
rcfuial witlim any opprobrious expreUions refpcfcting 
David, whom he ftyled a fugitive, who had left his 
mafter from 5411 apprchenlion o f  receiving thepunifh- 
m entdue to his crimes.
He TOWS re. W hen David was informed o f this be- 

haviour o f  Nabal, he inllantl^ put himfelf 
at the head o f  a party o f four hundred o f his fol
lowers, and, leaving t*he remaining two hundred to

§uard the baggage, l^egan his march towards the 
welling o f this man, with a full determination 

utterly to extirpate his whole family, and deftroy 
his habitation ; and 'his he bound him lelf by an oatu 
to perform before the next day’s dawn In the mean 
time, fome o f the fervants of Nabal, who had been 
prefent at the converfation between their mailer and 
the perfonsfem  bv David, communicated to Abigail, 
the wife o f  Nabal, the particulars o f all that had 
paffed; at the fame time luggefting to her their fears, 
left this condud o f  their mafter fhould be attended 
with fatal confequences to himfelf and his family. 
Upon this iiitclligence A bigail, without mentioning a 
iyllable o f her defign to her hufband, who was, at 
the time, in a flate o f  intoxication, ordered a num
ber o f  affes to be laden wjth refrefhments o f  various 
kinds, and immediately began her journey to meet 
David on the way.
fcu t i i  H K i.  W hen flie arrived near the foot o f the 
fitd by Abi- mountain, fhe perceived David and his 

men defcending into the valley, and, upon 
a nearer approach, proltrated herfelf before him, 
and carneftly folicitea him to pardon the contemp
tuous expreffions uttered by Nabal, whofe sunie 
■ftrifclly accorded with his difpofition. She afl’ured 
him, that ftie was not prefent when his meflengers 
came to her huiband; oblerved, that he ought to re
turn thanks to heaven for preferving him, by her 
agency, from the guik o f  blood, and expreffed her 
\vifhes, that he might ever continue free from that 
pollution, as a means o f fecuring the favour and 
aififtance of G od in all his contefls with his enemies. 
She readily admitted the jufUce o f  his refentment, but 

^^rneftly befought him to fet due bounds to his ven-

f';e’ance, and to refleft, that nothing gave fo great a 
uftre to the charadler o f  a perfon defttned to rule 

over others, as the virtues o f moderation and cle
mency ; concluding with a rcqucit, vhat he would 
condefcend to accept from her hands the refrefh- 
ments which fhe had brought with her, as a fmall 
token o f her refpe^i and good will.

•  T h e  heart o f  D avid  was fufceptiblc o f  the tcndercft etnotioni. 
T h e  am iable and lovely appearance o f  A b ig a il comi^enratrt for the 
brutal behaviour o f  her hulband.and w ins the afiei‘ iiiAntof th elfra e l- 
itilh  C ham pion, though he w aited  for the death ot N abul before be

w ho obtaiftt 
her requeft.

David received her in the moft favour
a b l e  manner; accepted her prefents,-and 
afTured her, that (;od himfc f had certamly mfpired 
her with the defign o f atoning for her hufband’s 
offence in the manner fhe had adopted; and that fhe, 
otherwife, would never have feen the morning’s light, 
as he had folemnly fworn, never to clofe his eyes 
till he had utterly' deflroyed the habitation o f Nal)al, 
« id  had put every individual o f his familv to the 
fwoid. He addea, however, that, although he was 
content, upon her account, to pafs ovei the aflf'ront 
which he had i"ceived from herhufband, yet Nabal 
would cert?.inly be puniflied in due time by the hands 
o f  the Almighty.

Abigail, upon her return hr >me, found Death of 
Ijer huiband fo much intoxicated, that fiie Nabni. 
perceived it would be in vain to acquaint him that 
night with what had paffed. W hen Nabal learnt, on 
the next day, the imminent danger which he had 
efeaped, he was affected fb ftrongly, that he was im
mediately feized with a nymbnefs which pervaded Ijis 
whole bo^ y; and, in this conduion, he continued 
to the time o f his death, which happened on the tenth 
day. W hen David was informed o f this event, he 
obferved, that Nabal had merited the punilhment he 
had fuffered; and returned thanks to Ciod, for his 
goodnefs in preferving him from the guilt o f blood.

David difi^atched a meflenger to the Davidm»rriei 
widow with propofals for taking her in Abig»ii. 
marriage*. She replied, that fhe was unworthy 
even to wafh the feet o f David ; but in compliance 
to his defire, flie repaired to him, and they were 
efpoufed. T he virtues o f her mind, and the beau
ties o f  her perfon, obtained her this honourable pre
ferment. Michal, the firft wife o f David, was dif- 
pofed o f by her father to Phalti, the fon o f  Laifh o f  
Gallem ; after which he contracted a marriage with 
a woman o f Abefar, named Ahinoam.

The people o f  Ziph informed Saul, that David 
was returned to their quarters, and that he might be 
repulfed with a moderate forcc. Hereupon Saul re
paired immediately to Z icklag. David difpatched 
Ipies to learn the fiituation o f  the enemy, and upon 
receiving intelligence, that Saul had pitched his tents 
at Zicklag, he rofe in the night, and attended only 
by Abifhai, the fon o f his fifler Zeruiah, and Abime- 
lech the Hittitfc^ prifrately departed and 
gained admittance to the royal tent, where 
he found the king afleep, Abner, his ge
neral, and his guards being in the fame 
fituation. Abiihai was dcfirous o f put
ting Saul to death, but this defign was op- 
poled by David, who faid, that however 
iniquitous, confidered as a man, the perfon o f  the 
king was facred, fince he had been #xitlted to a

acknowledged hi* pafiion. H ad he ufed the fame w ifdoni and ju f-  
ticc  in the affair o f  Bathfheba the w ife  o f  U riah , he would have favcd 
h im fe lf many b ittc i laTfithtotioM , and tbe c u iic  o f  re iig io o  n u r h  
d ifg racc .

David cntrrs 
S«ul’ i  camp 
w hile he ta d  
b ii attendants 
were afleep, 
kut refralm  
from vio- 
Iw ce.

\
throne
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throne by the appointment and authority o f  the 
A lm ighty; and that for the abUfe o f  power he was 
accountaDle only to the Supreme Being, by whom 
that power was delegated. H e faid, though he would 
jM)t avail himfelf o f  the advantage affbraed him, he 
would take away the lance and pitcher o f  water from 
the bcd-fide, as tellimonies to prove how ablolutely 
the king depended upon his mercy.*
He «pr«- He now left the camp, and, Halving croH- 
licnds Abuer* ed the river, afcfendcda mountain whence 

he called aloud to Abner and the guards ; 
the general, furprifed to hear himfelf thus audrefled 
by name, demanded M'hence the voice proceeded. 
David acknowledged himfelf, and ironically afked 
Abner, Mhcther the general o f an army, tiie favourite 
o f  a prince, and the profelled guardian o f his perfoiial 
fafety, did not greatly exalt his chaiafter, by indulg
ing nimlielf in deep at the time his mailer’s life was 
in danger. He mentioned the circumllance o f the 
lance and pitcher o f water being taken from the 
king’s tent, obferving tha^ whether the opportunity 
o f  removing them was afforded through iieglett or 
treachery, Abner had merited to be condemned to 
the lofs o f  his head.
Sjuiicknow- knowing the voice o f David, and
icdfesDivid-i finding that he had been a fecond time in 
ijudabk con- the power o f  this generous friend, whom 

he conlidered as an implacable enemy, 
publicly thanked him for having Ipared his life ; and 
dehred him to return home, in full afiurance, that all 
enmity (hould fubfide on his part; for he was con
vinced that his life and fafety were not dearer to him
felf than they were to David, who, in return for re
peated banifnments and attempts upon his life, the 
lols o f friends, and other injuries, had manifefted a 
tteady attachmem towards him, by an uninterrupted 
feries o f  friendly offices. David defired a mellengcr 
to be difpatched, by whom he might return the lance 
and the pitcher, calling God and man to witnefs, that 
when he took them from the tent, the king’s life was 
equally in his power.

Saul now returned to his palace; and David, at 
the head o f his fix hundred men,marched into thejand 
o f the Philiftines, from whom he had obtained *per- 
mifTion to ellablifh his refidence among them. Da
vid and his two wives, Ahinoam and Abigail, met 
with a liberal reception from Acijiyi, the king o f 
Gath : but conceivm g himfelf to be degraded, by 
remaining a burdeti on the public, his fituation be
came extremely irkibme, and he d^^termineti to peti
tion Achifh to grant hiirfa portioti o f  land. In con- 
feauence o f his application, the kingaffigned Ziklag 
to himfelf and his heirs in perpetuity; and for this

place he entertained a great paniality, even after his 
exaltation to the throne.

David remained in Z iklag four months and twenty 
days, during which fpace he made frequent incur- 
lions upon the Sarites and the Amalekitcs, from whom 
he obtained great numbers o f mules, camels, and other 
fp o il; but he avoided taking any prifoners, left they 
Ihould betray his proceedings to Achifh. He difpofcd 
o f  part ofthe booty in prefents to the Ung, who often 
queftioned him refpctling the manner o f  his obtain- 
ing the*gifts. His anfwer was, that he had made in
roads on tire fouthern parts o f Judah*.

About this time, the Phihftines \^erc ThfPhiiif- ‘ 
making preparations for commencing a tiM<prcpai« 
war againit the Hebrews, afld a day was 
appointed for a general rendezvous at "*'*"■ 
Rengam, whence Achifh was to lead his troops to 
the encounter. The king reuuefled the affiflance o f  
David, with his fix hundred men; and to this he 
readily confcnted, obferving that the period was ap
proaching when he Ihould be afforded an opportunity 
i)f making an honourable compenlation for the boun* 
ties he had received. In return, the king promifed, 
that if he proved vidorious in the engagement, he 
would apjxjint David to the command o f nis guards, 
and invelt him with every honourable dillintlion 
within the compafs o f his power.

C  H  A J \  X I I I .

TAe Ghoji o f S A M U E L  foreUlh the Defeat o f SA U L, 
and ike Death o f himfelf and his Sons. Z IK L A G  
pillaged and burnt ly the A M A L E K IT E S^  -who 
are purfued and cut ojf by D A V ID .

SA U L  had already banifhed from his kingdom the 
f^)Othfayers, fortinie-tellers,and all other vainpre- 

lenrRrs to a fkill in foretelling future events; but the 
prophets were not included in the profcription. In
telligence being communicated, that the Phili(line.s 
had pitchcd their tents upon a plain at Sunem, Saul 
drew up his forces oppofite to the camp o f the ene
my, near the mountain o f Tiilboah. The armies be
ing in fight o f each other, Saul obferved, that the Phi
liftines had a great fuperiority both in point o f num
bers and difcipline; and his fpirits being gicady de- 
prefled l)y this circunrtflance. he rcfblved to confult 
the prophets in relation to tlie iffue o f the expettstl 
engagement. The queflion being propofed, and no ' * 
an wer given, his uneafinefs encreafed to abfolute 
defperation; for he confidered the filencc of the 
oracle, as a certain indication o f approaching cala
mity. Notwidiftanding this, and a confcioufncfs that

*  T h e  anfwer was true, but am biguous ; for all thofe people «c- 
lu ally  dw elt on Mie fouth o f  Judah. But Achifti underftood the 
anfwer as meaning that the incuriion wa* made on Judah, on the 
Jerahffleelites and K en iteithem fclves, though D avid  afferted nofuch 
thing. H e therefore was not gui.'ty o f  « ,& lfity , as fem e w riteri 
fuppoic, and labour to palliate or con dem n ; and i f  in any thing he 
w ai to blam e, it  wa« for g iv ia g  aa ambiguou* anfwer to a quelTion

which he was not obliged to give a dire«5t reply to. A chifli w ell 
knew  that D avid  had made an incurfion upon fomc o f  the neigh
bouring tribes, and in this D avid d id  not deceive him ; b u t k e t h o i ^ t  
he was no ways obliged to tell him who they w ere; and therefore 
faid only in general, that ilicy were fucli as d w elt on the fooih o f  
Judah. A n d i f  A chifh  mifunderflood hiiBi I  do twt yet fee that 

D avid  was obliged to uodccciTC him.

3
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he had forfl'itcd the favour o f  the Alm ighty, he had 
recourfc to wizards atid conjurers, in orncr to obtain 
the knowledge o f  future events, and employed agents 
S4ui freitt t* to find out fome woman (killed in the my- 

** Series o f  divination. Being informed that 
a woman o f this defcription refided at Kn- 

dor, he immediately repaired thither, being difguifcd, 
and attended by two conlidents. Upon nis arrival, 
he requellcd ker to call up the fpirit o f a perfon he 
fliould name, as a proof o f  her fkill. In confide- 
ration of the king’s cdiQ, which had prohibited this 
mode o f divination, ou the penalty o f  banifhment, 
Ihc declined a compliance, intreatin» him not to lead 
her into an aft o f  difohediencc, tne dilcovery o f 
which would inevitably ^rove her dcllruClion. Saul 
continued his importunities in a more urgent man
ner, invoking the moH bitter imprecations to befai 
him, if  he fhould divulge any part o f  the proceed
in g ; and on the credit o f his aluirances, Ihe at length 
confented to gratify his defire.
Sauidefirc. ^aul dcfired her to call up th? ghoft 
thethoiVof o f  Samucl. Being entirely unacquaint- 
MiTed'a'** cd with the perfon o f  Samuel, fhe was 
' V  '**' r Kfeatly aftonifhed by the divine figure 
o f  the fpe^tre; antj turning to Saul, (he afked him, 
if he Avas not the king ? (this Samucl had intimated 
to h e r): and he replied in the alhrmative, deliring 
to know the caufe o f  the confufion by which flie ap
peared to be afic6led*. She faid, the apparition 
caufed her diforder, being the refemblance o f  an 
aged man, encompafled with a glorvfand in the atti
tude o f afcending from the earth. pJe qaeftioned her 
as to the age, figure, and habit o f  the fpeftre; and 
was anfwered, that it appeared to be an ancient and 
venerable man, in a facerdotal garment. Hence 
Saul concluded it to be the ghoft o f  Samuel, and 
proftrated himfelf on the earth. The fpirit a'Tked 
Saul, for what rcafon he had called him from his 
peaceful abode; and the king replied, that being 
threatened with a powerful army, and having no pro
phets to conf^ult with, or vifions imparted for the re
gulation o f his conduft, and being abandoned by the 
Lord, he was compelled int»the prefent meafure by 
the moll urgent necefhty, finding nis laltrefource for 
advice to be in Samuel, whom he had, on various 

found to be ileadily attached to his in-occafions, 
terclt.

r c b u k td  
fcy th e  lp c< tre . 
K id  g r c d ly  
u r r i f i t d a t  h i t  
r t l a t i s a .

The ghoft reproved Saul for his unfea- 
fonable defirc o f learning what (hould be
fai him ; but added that, as he had ex- 
prell’ed himfelf fo anxioufly on the fub- 
je d ,  he would foretel his fate. The gholt

*  M »gic, efpccially that part o f  it which w as ftfted Necromancy, 
owed its origin to the (ho a s  which w ere exhibited in the Pagan my- 
flerics; and this woman drfigned to have out the trick upon Saul, 
hy paling fome accomplicc upon him for the propliet Samucl. But 
tt) her great allcniflimont the prophet nowapiiearing, ftie wai fo fur- 
prifcii that fhe cried our. Saul, as (he had told him Iwfore, had 
profcribei all the profdTors o f  magic j but by the appcarance o f
Samuel, fiie colleftetl that the prrfon who confultcd her was Saul 
liim fclf; and rcflefting on his fevcrity, flic could e.xjicdt nothing

( i n n  b t i n ;  
je a lo u s  o t D ;i .  
vid , h e  i i  d ir .
m ifle d  f ro m  
th e  » r m y .

proceeded to inform Saul, that him felf and his fons 
would'be flain in battle the next day, and that Dayid 
would fiicceed to the government, and effeft an 
h a p p y  termination o f the w ar; adding, that he was 
doomed to the lofs o f his crown and life for his dif- 
obedience to the commands o f  G od, refpefting his 
conduH towards the Amalekites.

Upon hcaiinglhis fentence nronounced, the king’s 
vftal powers feemed to dj f̂ert nim, and he fell to the 
ground; but whether this was the efTcft o f fudden 
urprife, or having remained without food for the 

fnace o f  four and twenty hours, may admit o f a 
doubt. However, upon his recovery, the woman 
urgently prefled him to take the neceffary refrelh- 
inent for tlie fupportof nature, that he might be able 
to return to the camp. Her repeated lolicitations, 
at length, induced him to com pliance; and Ihe killed 
a calf, and, having drelled it, fet it before her royal 
guefl and his attendants. After t.ie rcpaft, the king 
departed, and the fame night joined the'army.

T he Philiftine troops »vere affembled, according 
to their fereral diflributions, into tribes, kingdoms, 
and governm ents; Achifh, the king o f  Gath, and his 
men, being drawn up behind the t)iher forces, and 
David, with his party o f  fix hundred, in the rear o f 
him. T he Hebrews being obferved by T h e  P h i i i f -  

the Philiftine commanders, they demand* 
cd whence they came ? by whofe order ? 
and for what purpofe? Achifh replied, 
that “  tlie leader o f  the Hebrews, (point
ing to David) had been fervant to Saul, whofe dif- 
pleafure he had incurred; and, judging his life to be 
in danger, he fled into my dominions for fanftuary, 
attended by the party whom he now commands; m 
gratitude for the afTiltance I afforded him, and from 
a principle o f  refentment againft his late mafter, he 
has engaged, on the prefent occafion, to exert his 
utmoft efrorts in fupport o f o\ir caufe.” The Pliilif- 
tines unanimoufly difapproved o f  repofing confidencc 
in a declared enem v; urging that, in the important 
caufe depending, tVie moft dangerous confeguences 
might anfe from the treachery o f  the party in quef- 
tion,; they, therefore, requefted that Achifh would 
order him to leave the army, and return to the placc 
appointed for his refidencet; adding, that David was 
the man by whoi^i mai^y thoufands o f  the Philiftines 
had been flaughUL-red, and whofe exploits were fo 
highly celebrated in the fongs o f the Hebrew virgins. 
Thefe objeflions were fo reafonably founded, that 
they werft readily admitted by Achifh. He affiired 
David, that experience hatS convinced him o f  his 
bravery and fteady attachment, and that on thefe con-

but death for exercifine her trade: (he might therefore well alk 
him, V/hy haft thou deceived me f”

+ T h e lords o f  tlie Philiftines were fufpicious ^of D avid’s pur. 
pc^es, and infifted upon his difmilTioi). His pleafure muft certainljr 
have been great, to fitid himfelf extricated out o f  fo delicate a fitu- 
ation as he had been in, when there might have been a flruggle be* 
tween his gratitude to hi» friend and his love to his country j and in 
which he could not poflibly know what part he had to a£t, or was 
bound to aft, till the two armies were ncarl/j or actually cn gag^ .

. ifidcrations
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fidcrations he had received him as an a l ly ; but he 
dt fircd him to decline taking a further part in the 
prefcnt expedition, and to return to Z icklag, in or
der to guard the people againft any advantage which 
might be meditated by the enemy during the abfcnce 
o f  the arm y; obferving, that by this commifnon he 
would be able to render him fcif as.cflctluaily  fcr- 
viceable, as by remaining with the trooixs. Achifli 
having declared, that the Iricndflup he had conceiv- 
cd had fufi'ered no abatement, David departed for the 
place o f his deftination.

T h e Am alekites availed themfelves o f 
D avid ’s attendance upon the Phililtine 
army, and attacked Zicklag, which they 
fired, and entirely deftroyed, and com

mitted great devallation in the adjacent coun try; 
after which they retired, making booty o f  all tne 
cffcrt.< which they were able to remove. David find
ing his habitation to be laid defolate, and that his 
wives, thofe o f  his fellow-foldiers, and their children, 
had been made prifoners, g%ve way to the moft paf- 
lionatc lamentations, tearing his garments, and by 
()ther extravagant aaions proving the excefs o f  his 
lon'ow. His companions were 10 exafperated on 
this occaiion, that they formed a refolution o f  Hon
ing David to death, as being the caufb o f their pre- 
fent didrefs, but they did not carry this defign into 
cxccution.

W hen the violence o f his grief had fubfided, D a
vid requelled Abiathar, the high-priefl, to habit him- 
felf in his pontifical robes, and Confult the Lord, whe
ther, uponpurfuing the enemy, it would be granted 
to the Hebrews to recover their women and children, 
and to take revenge for the injuries they had fuf- 
tained. Abiathar direfted him to follow the Am a
lekites, faying, fuccefs would attend the expedition. 
Thus encouraged, D avid put himfcif at the head o f 
his troops, and clofely puriued the enemy as far as 
the brook o f  Befor. Â  ̂ this place they perceived a 
man, who, it appeared, had loft his road in the dc- 
fert, and was on the point o f  ftarving, having re
mained three days without fullenance. A fter talking 
fome refrefhment, the man faid, in reply to the qwel- 
tions put to him by David, that he was an Egyptian, 
who had attended his matter at the dellruction o f 
Z icklag, and that, on the rekurn o i the troops, his 
iirength failed him, and he was Ieft«in the defert.

David appointed this man to be a guide 
in the purfuit o f  the Amalekites, \^hom he, 
at length, overtook, and found in a Hate 
o f  the utmoll diforder; Tome being en
gaged in a vain contemplation o f the

*  T h e equity o f  thii law appears not only from its being peqjctu- 
arod, but likewife iVom the nature o f  things; forthefe tw’onundreil 
were left behin<l by common confent to guard the baggage; tliey 
were part o f the fame corps, and M on gcd to the fame nation ; they ' 
wcfe preyenfed Ijy top great, fa t i^ e  from being prefcnt at the en
gagement ; and a« they would otherv^ife have taken part in the bat
tle, their w ill was accepted ^Qr the deed. By*ftaying with the bag
gage thev facilitated the conqucit o f  their feJIow-foldierj, who, 
Khcn eitibarraipcil and hinijered with jbat Impediment, could nci- 
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fpoils they had obtained, others in the indulgence o f  
gluttony, fome unarmed, and thole who were i>ro» 
vided with weapons, lb much intoxicated as to be 
unable to ufe them. In this confufed fituation, they 
were vigorouflv attacked by David and his followcrV, 
who committed I'o terrible a llaughter, that not more 
than four hundretl inen efcaped, and thele were in 
dcbted for their fafcty to the I'pced o f their camels. 
The purfuit comitiued from noon till eT'cning; and, 
during vhe atlion,the women and children beronging 
to David’s iwrty were recovered, as were the ellctts 
which had been pillaged from Zicklag.

On this expedition David was attended 
by only four hundred m en, having lla- 
tioned the other two hundred o f his party 
as a guard to the baggage. The ibur 
hundred who were engaged in the adion, 
objefcted to the other two hundred being admitted to 
fliare in what had been recovered from the eneni), 
infifting that their wives and children only fhould be 
reftored. David remonftraied againd arrogating to 
themlelves the merit o f  the vid ory, which was to be 
attributed only to the Alm ighty; urging, the iii- 
juftiee of excluding the party o f  two hundred men 
from their proportion o f the booty; as, while the 
others were engaged in purfuit o f the enemy, they 
had guarded the baggage, the prefervation o f which 
was efl'entially neceii’ary to the common caufe. Thin 
determination w’as fubmitted to the authority o f a law, 
which ftill remains in fo rA , whereby fuch as guard 
the baggage, ar? declared to have an 'equal right to 
the fpoil with thofe who are more adively  en;{agcd 
in the war*. Upon his return to Zicklag, David dif- 
patched meflengers with a part o f  the fpoil, as prefeiits 
to his friends in the tribe o f  Judah.

Tly; armies o f  the Philiflines and H e
brew^ joined battle in the.neighbourhood 
o f  the mountain o f  Gilboa. Saul and his
fons, Jonathan, Aminadab, and Melchi,
fought with aftonifhing bravery: theyfore- 
fawthat theymuft inevitably fall in thecon- 
teU, but refolutely determined that the enemy flioulrl 
have but little caule to boaft o f  the viftory. T h ey  
were opprelfed by a great fuperiority o f numbers; 
and when they had fubduedone party, they were at
tacked by others in fuccefiion, till, at length, tln-y 
yielded up their lives i[n the heat o f the battle. Upon 
the death o f  Jonathan, Aminadab, fand Melchi, 
army fled, and'was purfued by the Philiftines wifh it 
terrible ilailghter. Saul maintained a defence, at the 
head o f a fmall party, fome time lo n ger: but from
the wounds he had received from the darts and ar-

ther have charged ^Kith fo njuch vigour, nor could hare performed 
tlie neceffar)' mmattrvm and evolutions with fo mtich dexterity and 
addrefs. In this refpoift they might be confidered in a remote view 
as having a (hare in the defeat o f  :he enemy. Befidei which it may 
be addecl, that they were equally expofed to danger with thofe who 
aftually engaged the enemy; for i f  the four hundred had been de
feated, the enemy woiild undoubtedly have marched up to them for 
the fake o f  booty, aad would have cut them off as well as their 
main body,

• 1 i rows
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rows o f  the Philiftines, his ftrength was fo much ex- 
haufted, that he became incapahle o f further refif- 
t^nce, and even o f  the power o f  depriving himfelf o f 
life. In this extremity o f  his fate, he commanded 
his armour-bearer to difpatch him ; but the man, from 
a veneration he entertained for the icing, excufed 
him felf from the office; in confequence o f  which, 
Saul rufhed on the point o f  his own fword ; but this 
not fully amwcring his purpofe, he applied to a 
young Am alckite, reoueflm g him effeftually to pre
vent his being taken alive by the enemy.* T he Am a
lckite immediately killed the king, and taking his 
crown and golden bracelets, made a precipitate re
treat. W hen the armour-bearer perceivea that his 
royal mafter was dead, he immediately put an end to 
his life ; iand o f  thofe who compofed the king’s guard 
not a man furvived his royal maftcr.
T h e  I’h i i i f -  The Hebrews, inhabiting the valley be- 
linetdifpofleft yond Jordan, and the cities upon the 
«he Hebrew plains, having learnt the event o f the bat-
o I eircitiei. j  neriflied

in the aftion, miittcd their open towns and Itrong 
holds, and the Philiftines poneffed themfelvcs o f  the 
placcs which the others had evacuated. O n the day

+ On perufing this narrative, no one will exprcfs much regict at 
the death o f  the cruel, unrelenting, and perfccuting Saul, the firft 
k in g o f  Ifrael; but that the amiable, generous-hearted Jonathan 
fliould.fall a facrifice at the fam ejim e, will fenfibly the tender

following that o f the battle, the PhilHlines returned 
to the field, and finding the bodies o f  Satil and his 
fons, they ftripped them, cut off their heads, and ex-

Sofed the bodies under the walls o f the c ity o f  Beth- 
lam, which at this time bears the name o f Scytho- 

polis. The people o f Jabeth-Gilead being highly 
inccnfed agaiiiR the Philillines for thefe violences* 
l«)rmc(l a p a r t y  o f enlrrprifing men, who determined 
to take down the bodies', and after privately travel
ling all night, they arrived at the fpot, and effefted 
their purpolc. The death o f Saul and his fo n s t  
was feverelv regretted by the people o f  Jabefh, who 
afiorded a teftimony o f  their ellccm , by a public in
terment o f their remains in the chief part of the coun
try. On this occafion, all ranks o f  people were en
joined to a flriO; obfervance o f falling and mourning 
for ihe fpace o f feven days. Thus was Saul punifh- 
ed for his difobedience to the command o f the Lord, 
refpefcling the war againft the Arnalekites, the maf- 
facre o f Abimelech and his family, and the dc- 
ftrudion o f  the facerdotal city. Saul continued 
in the g<?vernment eighteen years previous to the 
death o f Samuel, and twenty-tw> years after that 
period.

feeling* o f  the friendly and benevolent. It is one.among a thoufand 
other proofs, that, with. ref[jeft to the affairs o f  this life, “  One event 
happeneth to the righteous and to the wicked.”

B O O K  VII.
c

Containing the H IST O R Y  o f E V E N T S from the Y E A R  o f the W O R L D  2890, to 2931.

C H A P .  I.

D A V ID  exprejfci the deeptjl Sorrow /or the Death o f 
SA U L and J O N A T H A N . He is proclaimed Ktng 
by the Tribe o f J U D A H ; but ihe other Tribes de
clare in favour o f IS H B O S H E T H . His Forces 
are defeated by thofe o f D A V ID , under the command 
o f J u A B .  A S A H E L , the Brother o f J O A B , is 

flain  by A B N E R , In confeqxience of a Reproof re
ceived from  IS H B O S H E T H , A B N E R  abandons 
his Inierefis, and joins the Party ^  D A  VID ; and is, 

foon afterwards, treacherovjly affafjmaied by J O A B .

■^HE battlCi which proved fo fatal to the H e
brews, was fought on the fame day ini which 
David obtained the vifclory over the Annale- 

k ite s: and, on the third day after his return to Zick- 
lag, a perfbn arrived there, who had efcaped from 
the encounter in which Saul and his fon* were flain.

T

H e prefented himfelf before David with his garments 
rent in various parts, and his head covered with 
afhes, and accfuk'inted him with the defeat o f the H e
brews, and the death o f  the king and his fons; ad
ding that he was an Amalekjte by birth, and that 
Savii, after having receivet? many wounds, attempted 
to thruft himfelf through with his own fword, in order 
to avoid the d ifgraceof falling alive into the enemy’s 
hands: but,wanting flrength to execute his purpofe, 
he had earncftly requefledhim  to perform the above 
office, with which rcquefl he found himfelf under the 
neceflity o f coiiiplying; and, in confirmation o f the 
truth o f  his afl'ertions he, at the fame timci delivered 
into the hands o f  David the royal bracelets and 
diadem.

Upon receivii^g this intelligence, David J’sviaUffftn* 
rent his cloaths, and devoted the whole 's.ui'’"^ 
o f  that day to lamentation for the lofs wehan.

which
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which both the-nation and hiinfelf had fudained on 
theoccafion. But his grief arofe chiefiv from the 
confideraiion o f  the (inccre aH’edion  and friend(hip 
which had fubfilled between him and Jonathan, to 
whom he had more than once been indebted for the 
prefervation o f liis life. As a proof o f  the generous 
difpofition o f  David, he not only tUus publicly la
mented the cataftrophe o f Saul, but, uninducnced 
by any confideration o f  the»manifold in.jurieii which 
he had received from him, he alfo condemned to im
mediate death the wretch who had confefled himfelf
10 be his m urderer; and who, by his principles, clear
ly  evinced from what country he derived his birth. 
David compofed various elegies and epitaphs, in 
praifi; o f Saul and his fon Jonathan, all which are lUll 
extant.
He fixo hii W hen the term o f  the mourning for Saul
refidence it and his fous was expired, David confulted

ebron. oraclc in which o f  tlie cities o f  Judah
he fliould take up his relidence; and was diretted to 
fix upon the city o f Hebroft for that purpofe. He 
accordingly repaired thither, with his two ^ives and 
thofe perfons who conflitutcd his body-guard, and 
was quickly followed by all his whole tribe, who, in 
an alfembly held for that purpofe, unanimoufly pro
claimed him king o f  Ifraei.
A b n * r  m ik e s  Abiicr, the fon o f  Ner, and the late ge- 
iihboOieih neral o f the army o f  Saul, no fooner heard 

o f the death o f that prince and three o f his 
fons, than he inftantly repaired to the camp, in fearch 
o f  lihbofheth, another o f  the children o f  Saul, whom 
he conduced to the further (ide o f  Jordan, in order to 
preferve him from danger, and caufed him to be ac
knowledged and proclaimed king o f Ifraei, by all the 
tribes fave that o f Judah; fixing on Meanahaim, for 
the place o f  his refidcnce. The conduft o f  the men 
o f Judah, in elefting David for their king, had given 
fuch offence to Abner, that, aifembling a numerous 
army, he marched into their country, with thedefign 
o f punifhing them feverely for their temerity. The 
forces o f David were commanded by Joab, the fon o f 
Suri and Zeniiah, the filter o f  D avid ; and Jonb was 
accompanied in the expedition by his two brothers, 
Abifhai and Hazael.
W o o d y c o n re f t W hen the two armies arrived in fight o f 
between cach Other, in the neighbourhood o f Gibe-

on, they drew up in ordtr*of battle : but, 
«c army, prcvious to the commencement o f a gene
ral engagement, Abner propofcd that e ^ h  party 
.ihould fiileft a certain nijmber, to make trial of their 
valour in a fcparate combat. This propofal being 
accepted by Joab, twelve men on a fide were chofbn 
for the purpofe; and, in the fpacc between the two 
armies, they a ttac^ d  cach other firft with their darts, 
and afterwards with their fwords, with fuch fury, 
that, in the end, they all fell lifelefs upon the Ipot. 
T he two armies then joined battle, and, for a while, 
the contefl was maintained with equal ob llinacy;

* Kinichi imagines that Abner’s real meaning was, that Afahel 
ihould take one o f  hit attendants with his armour, and be content 
w ith the glory o f  carrying him off «  a captive. Others fuppofe.

A b n t r » u k m j  
o tfence  I d i -  
b'lOiê ht (juKf 
h i t  party* a n 4  
jo in s  D .ivid«

but, at length, the troops o f  Abner were utterly 
defeated, and put to flight.

Afahel, the brother ot Joab, iwfTcfTed a A f .h e i  k i i i e a  

fwiftncfs o f foot, in which he was furpaifcd 
by very few horfcs. This man, without paying any 
attention to the rcit o f the fugitives, confined himfelf 
wholly to the puriuit o f  Abner, who, perceiving that 
his aclverfary gained ground on him at a very confi- 
derablc rate, repeatedly defired him tiT defill from 
following him, and offered to compenfate him with a 
full fuit o f a m is* ; reprefenting to him how unwilling 
he fhould be to kill him, even in the defence o f his 
own life, as he was fenfible tlrat he fhould thereby 
draw upon himfelf the irrecoiicileable enmity o f his 
brother Joab. But when Abner perceived that all his 
arguments were lofl upon Afahel, he fuddenly darted 
his lance at him, and laid him brcathlel's on the 
ground.

T he Itruggle for the fupreme authoritj’’, between 
D avid and the fon o f Saul, produced a civil war 
which was o f a>nfiderable duration, but terminated, 
at length, in favour o f the former.

T he valour, dilcretion, and po])ularity 
o f Abner were, throughout the whole 
war, the chief fupport ot thepretenfions o f 
Khbolheth; but that jirince, having re
ceived information that a familiar connec
tion fiibfilted between Abner and Rizpah, the daugh
ter o f Sibeth, who had formerly been yne o f the con
cubines o f his late father SSuI, reproached him on the 
fubjeft with fo'm uch acrimony, that Abner, from 
that hour, determined, in revenge, to quit the party 
o f  Iflibofheth, and to unite himfelf with that o f Da
vid. In purluance o f this refblution, he difpatched 
one o f his friends fecretly to Hebron, with indruCti- 
ons tp inform David that he was ready to enllire him 
the jv)Heffion o f  the kingdom with the genenil confetit 
o f  the whole people, by bringing over to his interelU 
thofe tribes which had been hitherto adverfc to his

firetenfions, on condition that he fhould bind him- 
elf by an oath to confer on him the office o f prime 

minilier, as fbon as he Ihould have made good his 
engagements. David eagerly clofed with the propo* 
fal, and defired that Abner, as a proof o f his fincc- 
rity , would caufe his wifti Michftl, whom he had 
obtained from her father at the imminent hazard o f  
his life, to be immediately reftored to him. Michal 
was accordingly takeii from Phalti, on whom 
father had beuowed her after the difgrace o f David, 
and was again delivered up to her firii hufband; and 
this was done with the privity and confent o f Iflibo- 
fheth, who however expreffed a (irong convitlion or 
the reafonablenefs o f the requifition.

After thefe proceedings Abner repaired 
to David at H A ro n , with a band confifting H e b ro u .

o f twenty perfons, whom he had fclefted , 
for the purpofe; the intent o f his journey being to 
fettle matters with David in perfon, and to acquaint

he bid* him try bit vriour on one o f the common fo.dier^, by 
endeavouring to diikrm hiiti, in order to divert him from .ittac)tm)5 
himfelf, who was an old folJier, and an experienced general. _

him
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him with the prop;refs he had made towards the com
pletion o f  his engagements. Upon his arrival at the 
court o f  David, he was received in the molt friendly 
inanifiT by that prince, who entertained him with the 
jitujoit nia^nificencc for the fpace o f  three days, at 
the expiration o f  which time Abner rcquelled to be 
difmifled, that he might finHh thê  undertaking in 
which he had enjbarked.

Durinj; th? above tinee days, Joab, the general o f 
the army o f  David, was abfent from H ebron; but he 
returnea jult at this ju n d ure, and cn teru l the city at 
one gate as Abner quitted it by another. Having 
been madeacquaiutcd-with all that had palfed during 
his abfencc, he inltantiy conceivcd a iufpicion that 
Abner, with whofe abilities he was well acquainted, 
would effeftiially fupplant him in the king’s favour, 
even, perhaps, to the depriving him o f the honour
able onice o f  commander o f  the forccs.

He endeavoured, therefore, at firil to imprefs the 
mind o f  David with fentiments difadvantageous to 
Abner, whom he repreferued as a pert()n, wliofe foie 
intention it was to midead him by his profedions, that 
he might with greater facility fecure to the family o f 
Saul the pofl'e fion o f  the throne. W hen he per
ceived that all his fuggeltions were ineft'eftual, he 
fonned the cxecrablc defign o f ridding himfelf o f his 
rival by aH'aflination; and, accordingly, lent meffen- 
gcrs after Abner, to defire him, in the name o f David, 
to return immediately; behaving omitted to mention 
a matter to him which warfof great moment. Abner 
was overtaken by the meirengers 'at Sirah, about 
twenty furlongs from Hebron, and, not fuibcfcting 
any mifchicf. Tie readily accompanied them back to 
the latter city, at the entrance o f which he was met 
b y  Joab and hks brother Abifhai, who, the better to 
conceal their infamous purpol’e, received hini with 
the nvoll flattering profellions o f regard and eiteem. 
Tieistreache- W hen, undcr the pretext o f private bufi- 
rounyfl»inby ncfs, they had drawn him on one fide, to 

a difiance from his attendants, Joab Sud
denly thruft him through with his fword. He pre
tended to juftify this bafe and treacherous deed on 
the plea o f relentment for tlic death o f his brother 
A fa h el; but his foie motive to the commifrion o f the 
faft was, the fear left A bner, by his fuperior merit 
and ferviccs, fhoiild prove a dangerous rival to him 
in the favour o f the king.

15!I?id grievei David (cxprcfli'd the greatcft affliftion
for the mur- for the untimely iate o f  Abner, and, in 

the moft folemn manner, declared his 
utter ignorance o f  the barbarous defign ; 
venting, at the fame time, the inoft bitter 
execrations on the perpetrators and abet

dcr o f Abner, 
aiul denounut 
1  cuifc on Jo
nh for the 
horrid deed.

+ I f  we tranflate the words ufed by D arid  on tliis gccafion, "  L e t 
the blood o f  A bn er reft on the head o f  Joab, * :c .”  in the future tenfe, 
inltead o f  the im perative w o rd , “  Itjhall reft, & c .”  the eharafter o f  
D avid  may be cleared from  afper(io»s, and the fentence, inftead o f  
an execration, w ill  become a  p ro p h e ti^  predidlion, w hich D avid  
delivered by d ivin e infpiration, and w hich was, in th efc^ u el, accom- 
plifhed in its greateft extent. D avid  had,' indeed, the greateft rea- 
fon fur cxprcliiog his in dignation  in  the moft paffionatc manner for

tors o f fo nefarious an a flio n t. H e ordered all the 
honors o f a public mourning to be paid to his memo
ry, and attended his funeral in perfon, as ch ief 
mourner, accompanied by all the gr.eat officers o f 
flate. On this occafion his whole deportment mani- 
fcfled the real efleem he had entertained for Abner 
whilfl living, ai>d thafincere grief he felt for his death, 
t ic  caufed the body o f Abner to be interred, with the 
utmofl magnificence, at. H ebron; and infcribed on 
his tomb an epitaph o f his own compofition, iri which 
lie highly extolied the bravery ana other numerous 
virtues o f  the deeeafed. B y this condutt David con
ciliated the affection o f the iKople in general, but 
efpecially o f the friends o f A b n e r; ana they unaiii- 
njoufly exculpated him from all imputation o f being 
acceffary, citner direfclly or indirectly, to the barba
rous treachery o f  Joab.

. C H A P .  II.

IS H B O S^ IE T H  ajfajfinated. The Covfpirators carry 
his Head to D A VID, who cavfci the.7n to he put to 
Death. The Tribes unanimou/ly concur in eleBing 
D A V ID  fo r  their King. He ajfemhks an Army  ̂
and makes hm felf M ajhr o f J E R U S A L E M .

IS H B O S H E T H  was extremely afflifiled at the lofs 
o f Abner, not only on account o f his relationfhip, 

but alfo as by his interefl and influence alone he had 
been advanced to the throne o f  his father. But that 
prince did not long furvive him, being trcacheroufly 
murdered by Baanah and Rechab the fons o f Rim- 
mon. Thefe men, who were two o f the principal 
perfons o f  the tribe o f  Benjamin, vainly imagining 
that they fliould thereby recommend themfelves tothe 
hiphefl preferments in the fervice o f David, deter
mined to afl'affinate Ifhbofheth whenever an oppor
tunity fhould offer. Accordingly, at a time when 
that unfortunate prince had retired to rcpofe himfelf, 
on a(;count o f  the violent heat o f  the weather, the^ 
entered his chamber, his attendants being all aflecp, 
and, after having deprived him o f life, they cut ofi' 
his head, and then retired with the fame privacy with 
which they had entered.

T h ey  immediately began their journey to Hebron, 
at which place, after travelling with the lumofl expe
dition d^iring the whole night, they arrived o n  the 
next day. But when they, appeared before David, 
and prefcnted him with the bead o f  Ifhbofheth, mag
nifying the fervice they had rendered him by thus 
ridding him o f  his competitor for the kingdom, he,

fo foul an a ft .  A hn er w as a man o f  great pow er and authority, and 
at that tim e the head o f  the oppofite part}-, and therefore rendered it 
fufpicious that D avid  had fome concern in the m urder, as it was per
petrated b y  his firft mintfter, and the general o f  his forces. BeGdes, 
at A bn er had bpen je co n d le d  to D avid , th e b tc a c h flffiJ th .a n d  hof- 
p ita lity  was added to the crim e o f  m urder, w hich was fufficicnt to 
alienate the minds o f  thelfraelites from him for ever.

to
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to ihcir great aftonifliment, exprelTed his utter abhor- 
rcncc of their conduct. David ordered thefc men to 
be taken from his prefcnce, and to be put to death : 
and he caufcd the head of’ Ifhbofheth to be placed in 
the tomb o f Abner, with fuch funeral foleiunities as 
were due to the exalted ftation o f  the d ecp fed .
Th e tribf. Soon after this cvetit, the principal per- 
V ow alle& ian  e  fons o f  the tribes o f  IfraeK and the officers 

o f the army repaired in a body to Hebron,
. where they folentnly acknowledged David 

as their king, vowed allegiance to him, and made him 
a formal tender o f their lives and fortunes; rcpref'ent- 
ing tohiiYi the prcdileftion they had always manifeft- 
ed for him, even during the reign o f Saul; adding, 
that they were cons inced, from the declaration o f  the 
prophet Samuel, that he and his dcfcendants were 
deftmed by the Alm ightv to rule over them for a 
fuccelfion o f  ages, and tliat the important work o f 
fubduing the Philidines, and, confequently, of efta- 
blifhing the kingdom on the linn and folid bafis o f  
peace and fafety was referv^ed alone for him. David 
exprefTed his acknowledgments; and afUircd them, 
that he would exert all his endeavours toTulfil their 
cxpeftations. After having regaled them with the 
utmofl magnificence for the fpace o f  three days, he 
dirmill'ed them, with inffruBions tofeletl out o f  each 
tribe all thofe who were capable o f  bearing arms, and 
to condutt them, properly equipped, to kebron.
Divia unani. Thefe troops repaired to David at He- 
itiomiychofen b ro n ; bringing with them com , wiiie, and 

all other neceiiaries in the grcated plenty. 
T h ey  unanimoudy (aluted David with tlie title o f king, 
and, after having fpent three days in public rejoicings 
on the occafion, ie put himfelf at their head, and 
marched againlt Jerufalem; which city was then 
inhabited by the Jebufites, who were defcendcd from 
the ancient Canaam’tes. Upon the approach o f  D a
vid, they fhut their gates, and, to mew their con
tempt of̂  the force he had brought againft them, they 
placed their blind and lame on the walls, thereby 
intimating alfo their confidence in the natural ftrengtn 
o f  the place. David was fo highly incenfed at this 
infult, that he determined to attacli them in tfie moff 
vigorous manner, without any further delay; hojfing, 
by the capture o f this place, to ftrike fuch a terror 
into the inhabitants o f all the other cities, as fhould 
induce them to fubmit upon tRe verV firit fummons.
He reduce* Having made the iieccflary difbofitions, 
jcruWeni. hc ad\ auccd to the walls, at the head o f a 
feleft body o f  his troops, and, by making a general
—  ________ t____________________ _

J D;«vid VI o f  an cnterprlfirig genius, w hich he always em ployed 
for the honour and intercU o f  bis country. H is fiege o f  Jerufalem 
was founded in jufH ce, and the taking it neceflary to the o f  
his government and people. It was iitu;ited in the m iddle o f  the 
tribe o f  Benjam in, and taken hv the Hebrews fw>n after Jofhua's 
death ; not indeed the whole o f  i t ,  but the lower c ity  ; for the jeb u - 
fites kept poffrflion o f  the fortref-. o f  Z io n , the H ebrews and Jebu
fites dw elling together in the-othtr part o f  the c ity  after it w as re
built. T h e  H ebrews dw elt in it in the rei^n o f  Saul, for O avid  
look the head o f  the Philiftine, and brought it to Jerufalem ; i Sam. 
x v ii. 54. But the whole c itv , as well as the fort, was now in the 
hands o f  the Jebufites; for when D a\id  demanded the reftlcution o f

No. 7.

affault, foon becimtf mailer o f  theplacc t ;  but the 
garrifon retired intr> the citadel. This fortrcfs was o f 
very confiderable ftrcngth, and David, confidfring 
how much his honour was concerned in the fubjetlion 
o f it, endeavoured to animate the courage o f his fol- 
diers and their leaders, by promifes o f pecuniary 
gratifications to the former, and by engaging to C o n 

fer on him, among the latter, wiio fliould fi'rd make 
good his flation on the parapet o f  th  ̂ citadel, the 
pofl o f commander in chief o f all his forces. T h e 
profpeM o f thefe rewards infpired the Hebrews with 
To ftrong ;fn emulation, that each man performed 
miracles o f  valour on the occafion : but it was the 
fortune o f Joab to reach the lop o f the battlements, 
before any o f his companion!..

C  H A  P. III.

D A V ID  rrpnirs and heautijifs JE R U S A L E M , and 
cftahlijhei his Court therr. The King o f T Y R E  

Jfuds Em.baJfadors to D A V/D, and vtakes an Alli
ance with him.

i)dA f t e r  the capture o f  the citadel. Da- 
vid repaired the fortifications o f  the 

place, and gav̂ e it the additional title o f  •if" e*ii«i the 
the city o f  D avid; and hc removed his 
court thither, where it continued for the whole fubfe- 
qucnt term o f his reign. A t the time.of transferrinir 
his court from Hebroti to»Jeruralem, he had reigned 
over the tribe 6 f Judah alone feven years and fix 
months; and, by the continual embellilnmcnts which 
he beflowed on the latter place, it became, at length, 
the feat y f  the utmofl W endor and magnificence.

A t this period embafi'adors were fent by Emb«fly of 
Hirjyn, king o fT y r e , to fblicit an alliance H'""* 
witl^David; and thefe perfons brought with them a 
valuable prefent o f cedar-wood, and alfo a nimiber 
o f  ingeni>)us Ivorkmen, in different branches, for the 
purpofe o f  conftniBing a palace for his refidencc in 
Jerufalem. David united the Ibrrrefs above-men
tioned to the city, and encompalfed both with a. 
wall.

C  II A  P. IV .
D A V ID  gains feveral Viclorit ŝ over the P H IL IS 

T IN E S  and their Allies. The Ark. is cnndi'Hed l!> 
J E R U S A L E M . U Z Z A II, fo r  touching the Ark,

the c ity , the Jebufites fay , “  T hou  (halt not come in hither." Ho*r 
it came into the podclTion o f  the Jebufites, is not faid. Probably 
they feized it during the war Iwtween Saul and the Hhilifline,-! j or 
the conteft between D avid  and Iflibofheth, « hich laded for above 
feven year*. D avid  therefore had a righ t to recover it, as the an
cient poffeflion and property o f  his p a ip ie ; and would liavc bem  
an im politic ncglieent prince, had hc fuftercd fo ftrong a fortrefs, i» 
th e m id fto f  his dom inions, to have remained iu the hands o f  hi< 
enemies. A n d what fixed i)»vid the more in his tefolution to be
com e mafter o f  it , was the infult ortertd him by the Jebufites in the 
town and fortrcfs, upon tlve fuppofition that it na* impregnable.

■ K k I f
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15pum/hed with injlani Death. D A V ID  fingi and 
darues before it; .and is reproached b/h is Wife 
M IC H A L t H^ing unbecomingly.

iTn« «ttck intelligence was communica-
jhc Hetrewi, \ » tcd to thc Philifljnes that the fove- 
who reignty o f  David had been recognized by

all the tribes, they marched into the coun
try  o f  the Ifrselites, and encamped on a fpot, (ituated 
at a fmall diftance from Jcrulalem, which bears the 
name o f the V alley o f the Giants. D avid 'h avin g 
confnltcjd the O racle, as was his conlfant cuftom 
before he entered uppti any enterprizc o f Impor
tance, and having received a favourable anfwer, 
inmicdiately marclied Jfgainrt the enemy, whom he 
furpril'ed in their camp, and routed with a prodigious 
flaughter. ..

Although this viB ory  was obtained witJi great faci
lity, and with a very trilling lofs o f  men on the fide 
o f  the Ifraelites, it mud not he from thence inferred 
that the enemy were deficient either in numbers or 
b ravery ; they having called to their aid the Syrians, 
Phcenicians, and feveral other vyarlike nations; their 
frccjuent lofl’es in former coutelts with the Hebrews 
havuig rendered them incapable o f fupporting a war 
without , fuch afliltance. T h eir martial fpirit, how
ever, was not deprefled, for they again appeared in 
the field, with an army thrice as numerous as that 
with which they laft iiivaded the country o f the H e
brews, and encamped on the fame fpot on which they 
had been defeated by that peonle. <

David once more confultea the Oracle, and was 
ordered to jpoft his army in a certain forell, named 
the G rove o f  Mourning, and to lie quiet till he fhould 
perceive a fupernatural agitation in the leaves and 
branches o f  the trees, without the llighteft breath o f 
air to occafion it; itpmediately upon which figrlalhe 
might attack the eiienw, with the mofl perfect cSonfi- 
Thoy «re ■ dcncc o f  mcccfs. Thcfc* yrd ep  David 
fcc o n d  luB c clofely obferved, and the Philiflines gave 
•orited. ■̂vay on the firfl onfiet, and fled in the 
utmofl confufion asfbon as the Ifraelites advanced fo 
jicar as to be able to ule their fwords. T he Hebrews 
continued the purfuit, with great flaughter, as far as 
G azer, which is fituated on tne frontiers o f the coun
try o f the Philiftines; after which they returned to 
plunder the enemy’s camp, where they found an 
mipienfe booty, and alfo the idols o f  the Philiftines, 
which they utterly deftroyed.

This war being terminated fo fpeedMy and fortu- 
•a te ly  for the Ifraelites, D avid, with the advice o f 
the elders and chief perfons o f  thc feveral tribes, 
determined to march with his whole army, accompa-

*  T h e  ark might not to have been dr«wn by oxen, but carried by 
the Levitci on their (hoalders, as we find it afterwardi; and their 
neglcfting to do it on this folemn occafion, and con(ulting their eafe 
more than their duty, was an offence o f  no fmall aggravation. Be- 
jides this, the Levites were prohibited from touching thc ark, under 
the exprefs penalty o f  death. Numb. iv. 1 5— 20. And as this i» the
&rll inftaoce that we have o f  violatiiig tbi* prohibition, the penalty

3

Davi4 male*! 
preparations 
I'oi bringing 
tli9 irli ID |t> 
rufalem.

nicd by tht priefts and Levites to Kirjath-jearim , for 
the purpofe o f condutting the ark o f  G od from thence 
to Jerutklein; which city was defli-ned to be thc place 
at which the people were to aflcmble in future, to 
offer up their oblation*, and to perform all the other 
offices o f their religion; a proper obfervance o f  
which duties, would have preferved Saul from the 
fatal catsiftrophe which he experienced.

• W hen the ncceflary pre{)arations had 
been made, the ark was rqmoyed from the 
houfe o f  Aminidab, by the priefts and Le- 
vites, who placed it on a carriage con- 
ftfu6led for thc purpofe, and drawn by oxen, and 
delivered it into the care o f  their I'ons, and the other 
perfons o f  their families. David took the lead in thc 
procefTion, and was followed b>' a numerous body o f  
the people, dancing and iinging hymn* o f  praife to 
the Alm ighty, in which they were accompanied by 
various performers on the harp, cymbal, and other 
inftruments. In this order they proceeded towards 
Jerufalem ; and, when they arrived at thc f’ix)t which 
is diftinguifhed by thc titfe o f  the Thrcfhing-floor o f  
Chidon, 6r Nachon, the oxen which drew the car
riage chancing to flumble, U zzah, who tiKah-t pr*. 
happened to be clofe to the ark at the fumption pu. 
time, put forth his hand to fave it from with
falling, and was immediately ftruck dead ** •
by the judicial vengeance of^heaven, in confequence 
o f his prefuming to touch it: a privilege enjoyed 
folely by the priefts and Levites*. The unhappy 
fate o f  this man, greatly affeftcd both David and the 
people in general; and the place was, from that day, 
intituled Perez-Uzzah, or tie Tratifj^rmm of Uzzah.

T h e feverity o f the punifhment inflitled .p,,, 
on U zzah lb much alarmed David, that he br-iu|httothe 
was apprehenfive left a fimilar fate fhould 
attend nimfelf, if  he ix*rfiftcd in his defign ' ' 
o f  removing the ark to Jerufalem: he, therefore, 
depofited it in the houfe o f  Obed-Edom, a Levite o f  
jreat reputation for the fanfcliiy o f  his manners, who 
lyed in the open country, at fome diftancefrom that 

city, where it remained for thc fpace o f  three months* 
During this period, Obed-Edom, whofe circumflan- 
ces liad been hitherto much contracted, acquired » 
degree o f  wealth, which rendered him at once the 
envy and admiration o f  all who knew him. This 
incident being cr>mmufticated to David, he no longer 
entertained an^ doubts o f the propriety o f  conducting 
the ark to Jerufalem ; and he, accordingly, gave 
immediafe orders for its removal, which was perform
ed in the following form :

A  certain number o f the priefts went firft, carrying 
the ark on their fhouldcrs, and thefe were accompa-

o f  death was incurred, andtherefure jufily infiided b}' him that threa
tened it, as an ennmple to others, aud to prefcrve a due rcverence to 
the divine inftitution, and (hews that the prohibition was d iv in e; and 
as David himfclf and thc whole houfe o f ifraci were prefent at thefo- 
lem nity, the nature o f  the death, and the rcafoa why it w asinflicicd, 
could not be conccaled.

nied
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D a v id  fo rm s a 
d d ig n  t o  b u ild  
a  m ag n it ic c o t  
t e m p le .

nicd by a band o f  finging men, at the head o f  whom 
was the king himfelf, who danced and fving .with the 
reft, to the found of his h arp ; and the procefTion was 
clofed by an infinite multitvide o f  the people. Upon 
3 -h e  i 'r k  c o n .  ĥc arrival o f the ark at Jerufalem, it was 
«jedtojeiu- placed in the tabernacle which David had 
fiiem caulcd to be built purpofely for its recep
tion ; and fo numc rous were the obliftions offered up 
in confequence o f this event, that each man, womali, 
aVid child, who were prefent at the ceremony, recei
ved a picce o f flcfh and a cake o f  bread.

W hen David returned to his palace, he was met by 
his wife M ichal, the daughter o f  S a u l; who could not 
refrain from reproaching him with an indecency o f 
conduft, in dancing bcmre the ark, in the manner 
above-mentioned, and thus cxpofing himfelf to the 
derifion o f his fervants and handmaids. But David 
juUified the aftion, as being, he maintained, plnafing 
to that Alm ighty Power, v^ o had preferred him be
fore the king her father, and all the red o f his coun
trymen. • •

T h e uninterrupted felicity wljich David 
»iow enjoyed, inlpired him with the defign 
o f  building a fumptuous temple for the 
nublic worfhip o f  the D eity ; deeming it 

in an hi^h degree critninal, any longer to permit the 
ark o f God to remain in fo unwonhy a building as a 
tabernacle, at a time when he refidea in a palace con- 
Itrutled and ornamented with the utmoll profufion o f 
elegance and fplendor; and to this he was further 
incited, by an ancient prediction o f  Mofes on that 
fubjeft. Nathan the prophet alfo, to whom the king 
communicated the relolution which he had formed, 
highly approved o f  the defign, and encouraged him 
to execute it with all convenient difpatch. But on 

the following night the Lord fpake thus 
to Nathan; “  Inform David, that I ap
prove his propofal for dedicating a temple 
to my worfliip ; but that on account o f  the 
hoftilities in which he has been engagecf, 

having rendered hirn a man o f blood, I cannot con- 
fent to the defign being carried into effe£t in his days. 
Inftrutl him, that on the conclufion o f  a lontf rf ign 
o f felicity, he fhall charge the execution o f this im
portant Dufinefs to his Ion Solomon, who fhall ex
perience from me the tendei;eft caje o f  a father to
wards an only child. You are furtiig- commiffioned 
to fay, that if  Solomon fhall degenerate into wicked- 
nefs, the land fhall be vifited by ficknefs or famine, 
but that the government fhall not be trartflated to 
another fam ily.” Nath*n immediately repaired to 
David, and related this meflage from the Almighty. 
David proflrated him felf before the ark- and wor- 
fliipped the Lord. “  Almighty God (faia he) thou 
haft exalted thy fervant from the fheep fold, to the 
eminence o f regal povr r and dignity. For all thy 
benefits and mercies, glorified be thy holy name. I

*  Aharbinel, in his explanatien of this pact o f facrcd w rit, telb 
•», that the royal prophet, on thi» occafion, magnifies the go^nef» 
o f  tbt L o t i ,  who had not only made him * powerful king, but had

M tffa g e  f ro m  
C o d ,  by  th e  

p r o p h e t  
V a t h a n ,  c « a -  
c c rn in g  i t .

blefsthee, O  God, for thy providences towards my- 
felf, thy gracious promife to my pofterity, and for 
the many protefclions and deliverances of̂  thy*peo
p le*." Having accompanied this benedi6tion with 
an hymn to the honour o f God, he departed.

C H A P .  V .  .

The P H IL IS T IN E S , the M O A B IT E S , and the 
S(fPH E N IAN Sfiibdued by D A V ID .

Be i n g  naturally averfe to a life o f inaftivity, 
David determined to* commence hoftilities 

againft the Philiftines; and to profecute this defign, 
he was animated by the preditlion, that having etlec- 
tually vanquifhed all his enemies, he fhoulcf leave 
the government to his fucceflbr in a ftatc o f  perfeft 
tranquillity,

'In prcMiaration for the conqueft he had meditated, 
he called a general rendezvous o f his forces; ana 
when he judged them to be in a proper condition to 
march, he invaded the country o f the enemy, and 
made fci/Aire o f very confiderable trafts of̂  land, 
which he annexed to t le jurifdifction o f the Ifraelites. 
He declared war againft the Moabites, upon whom 
he committed a terrible flaughter. About one third 
o f the enemy efcaped the rage o f  batile, and they 
were rendered tributarie* to David, Near the Eu
phrates he enc»untercd,and obtained a complete vic
tory over, Adrazar the fon o f Arach, who was king 
o f the Sophenians, In this attion he deftroyed twenty 
thoufand foot, and five thoufand horfe. He took 
from the enemy a thoufand chariots, one hundred o f 
which he referved, and the reft he burnt.

ScfVne time after, Adad, king o f  Syria D .* id  o r e r .  

andDamafcus,marcheda formidable army AiW* 
to the affiftance o f his f r̂iend and ally 
Adrarar, cxpe6iing thereby to remove the feat o f 
war from the country o f  the Sophenians. After fome 
fkirmiflies, a general engagement enfucd near the 
Euphrates, wherein twenty thoufand o f the troops o f 
Adad were deftroyed, and the reft were put to flight.

David fubdued Damafcus and the other h i i  f u r th e r  

parts o f  Syria, and cftablifhed garri- 
bns in fuch places as he judged to b e convenient j  

and having fubjefted the whole country to contribvi- 
tion, he returned to Jerufalem, taking with him the 
golden quivers and other rich trophies obtained in 
the battle with Adad. He dedicated this fjjoil to the 
Lord, in gratitude for the vifclory obtained through 
his favour; and ftill continued to purfue his con- 
quefls under the evident afTiftance and protc6tion o f 
heaven. He befieged two o f the moft confiderable 
cities in the dominions o f  Adrazar, which were called 
Bettea and Machon, and acquired gold and filver to

promlfed that his feed for a lon^ fcries o f  yean, and at lad, the 
great Mci&ali, the dciiic o f all iutioni> IhouU lit upon hi} throne.

aa
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an iminenfe value, exclufive o f a confidcrab'.e quan
tity o f  a kind o f  brafs, held in frreatcr cltiniation 
cvcil than golcl itl'elf; and this mclal Solomon cauicd 
to be lilt'd in forming the beautiful bafons and the 
ex tcn fu e  vcflcl callcd the fca, by which the temple 
was decorated.
ToiMterBin. T o i. thc king o f  Hamath, having rc- 
w «iMgue ceivca intelligence that David had fubdu- 
with Uirid. c 4 tly- army o f  Adrarar, he judged it ex
pedient to provide for his own lafcty byconnefcling 
himfeU to thc vit'lor in a league o f  amity% He fur- 
nidicd his fon Joram with a variety o f  ^magnificent 
prclents, confilling o f  antique vefFels in gold, filver, 
and brafs, curioully \yrought, and in the Tiigheft per- 
fctlion, and coinmifTfoned him to congratulate 
D avid on his v itlory  over Adrazar, and to nropofe 
an alliance. The king gracioufly received the em- 
ballador, acccplcd the orcfents, and gave him an ho
nourable affurance that (le acquicfced ui thc propt;)fed 
alliance. Thele gifts, and the remaining part o f the 
fpoil obtained from the enemies he had conquered, 
lie gratefully dedicated to the Lord, to whom he at- 
tributed'the whole honour o f his victories. David's 
I'uccefs was not confined to thofe undertakingswherein 
he was pcrfonally engaged; for the Almighty fa
voured his caufi: in the enterpri/es which were at
tempted by the officers'hc dci)uted, as will appear in 
thc followinginftance; Abifhai, the brother o f  Joab, 
being commilTKmed to lead an arn\y agaiuft the Idu- 
niseans, encountered and j:ut off eighteen thoufand 
o f  the enemy, and having fccurcdf the intire fub- 
niiHion o f  thc refl by the ellablinuncnt o f a number 
o f  garrifons, made them tributaries, and impofed a 
tax upon thc wliole pcoi)le by the head.

P r in c ip a l  o ff i .  David was a man o f fuch ftrift integrity 
c e r» , he. in thc execution o f his judicial charader, 
that in all die appeals fubmittcd to his dccifio^i he ' 
never pronounced a I'cntence that was not llriclly 
confiftcnt with thc principles o f  juftice. He ap
pointed Joab, the fon o f Z.cruiah, to be his genera ; 
and Jofcphat, thc fon o f Ahilud, keeper o f the re- 
c()rds; from thc houfe o f Phinchas, he feletled his 
friends Abiatiiar and Zadok to be his p ric lls ; and he 
nominated Seraiali his fecretary; his perfonal guard, 
into which his elder fons were incorporated, was com
manded by Bcnaiah, the fon o f  Jehoiada. 
i> «v i.i i» -  Having regulated and eflablifiicd his 
oujr̂ ti aftei domcftic conccm s, tlic king direded his 

attention tow’ards his deccaf'edfriend Jona- 
' than; inquiring wliat fors. friends, and

relations he had left, with a view to n akc them the 
1'ubjeft.s for thc exercife o f his gratitude; for among 
his virtues was that o f remembering pad benefits, 
v’hich he ever made it a point o f  confl ience to ac
knowledge and requite*. A  man named Ziba, who 
had been in the fcrvice o f Saul, was brought to 
David as the inofl. likely perfon to fatisfy his inqui

* David's generous difi'ofition towards the children o f  Jon.ithaB, 
evidenced a grateful ana princcly fp ir it : his bciicvcilcnce herein 
alfo implied Uiankfulncfs to G od , for being elc\ ated to the î ĝal

ries; and from this man he learnt that a fon o f  Jona
than, named Mephiboflieth, was Hill living, and that 
he was lanje o f one leg, the nurfe having let him fall 
from her arms upon hearing o f  thc terrible engage- 
ment wherein his father and grandfather were llyin, 
Upon further inquiry, thc king was informed that 
the fon o f his friend had been brought up by one 
Machir, o f  the'city  o f Lodeba, where he flill re
mained.' T hc king immediately fent for thc yonng 
man, who being fbon bro'uglu into his prefcnce, pro- 
flrated himfclf at his feet, and fhewed him other 
marks o f  reverence. David encouraged him with 
thc affurancc that he might rely upon a continuance 
o f thc favour and protection o f his fovereign. He 
foon after gave him ixjlTclfion o f the edates and other 
eff'cds left by h sfather and grandfather; receiving 
him as his particular guefl, and appointing him to 
eat at his own table. Mephibofheth having.made 
grateful acknowledgments to his bentfatt<jr, Ziba 
was callcd, whom David commifTioncd to fuperin- 
tend the grounds; and at ftated periods, to deliver 
thc profits^to the fon o f Jonathan, who took up his 
refidence with tiie king, and was on all occafions 
treated with the refpctl due to a child o f  the family. 
'J’hc king further ordered that Ziba, his fifteen fons 
and twenty others o f his family, fhould be the at
tendants upon Mephiboflieth. Mephibofheth s iflue 
was a fon called Micha.

Nahafh the king o f the Ammonites, the n.nun'j in, 
friend and ally of David, died about this fuitmg 
time, and was fuccccded by his fon Ha- David’, 
nun; to whom David difpatched an cm- “ ' ‘’"'S'” - 
bady to odcr condolemcnts in his afiliclion, and af- 
furances o f  maintaining the league o f  amitv which 
had fubfifted between him and tlie deceafea. The 
principal people among thc Ammonites falfely infi- 
nuated to their king, tliat thefe mcffengers, under 
the pretext o f being charged with a compliment o^ 
date, had been fent by David for thc purnofe o f  ex- 
^uining into the flrength and defenfive liate o f the 
country; and they advifed him to afcl with circum- 
fpection, led thc opportunity fiiould efcape o f  fruf- 
trating the treacherous dcfigns w'hich they pre
tended to have been meditated by thc king o f  
Ifracl. Hanun, being jrevailed upon by thefe 
umTieritcd calumnies, aifinid’ed the embafradors 
with one half 6 f their beards and one half ( f  
their veils cut nfl. In this condition they returned; 
and having reprcfcntcd to David the ignominious 
treatmeiu tliey had reteived,, he bccame highly in- 
cenfed againd Hanun foi his« contempt o f thc laws o f  
nations, honour, and hofpitaliiy, and determined to 
avenge the grofs infult which had been offered to 
him, in the perfbns o f his embad'adors, by an imme
diate declaration o f w'ar. T h e  Ammonites T h e  A m m o -  

being convinced that their perfidious con- p«p»re 
d ud would not admit o f excufe, prepared for w « r .

dignity in the room o f  S aul; who, though his inveterate enrniy, i» 
remembered with kindnefs, and whofe pofterity-, agreeable to thc 
oath David had taken, had many favourshcap^ upon them.

to
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to defend thcmfeh’es againft D avid, who they learnt 
had fonncd the rcfolution o f  vindicating h iinfelfby 
force o f  arms. Hanun difpatched cnTDan’adors to 
Synis, k in g o f Mcfbpotamiajwith a p rcfcn to f athou- 

■̂’anfl talents, in order to engage him in an alliance; 
Syrus confcntc'd, and obtained the afliltance o f the 
king o f  Zoba, in fnpport o f the canfe o f  the Ammo
nites. T he joint forces o f  tlK-fe kings amounted JO 
tjventy-two thoiiiand foot. , T h e afliftance o f the king 
o f  Maachab, and o f  king Khtob was likcwife pur- 
chafed, and they alfo mulltered twenty-two thouland 
■Dien equipped for war.

C H A P .  VI.

JO A B  ohtains a Victory over H A y U N  and the con- 
frderate Powers. D A V ID  defeat!, the King o j  
S Y R IA , and commits, a terrible Slawhter upon his 
Army. D A V ID  becotues enamoured o f H A T II- 
S H E B A , and, after having gratified nis PaJJion̂  
contrives the Death o f her Hufhand, AM  N O N  
violates T A M A R , and her Brother A B S A L O M  
meditates his DeJlriiBion.

T h f  
h n  o e fe a ttd

S y r ia n ,  O  N S C I  () IT S o f  the fiipport o f God 
efeated in a juft cauli', the courage o f David

fuSercd no diniinution on account o f the powerful 
confederacy which was formed againft him. He in- 
trultcd the condufct o f the army to Joab, who pro
ceeded on his march, and encamped before the prin
cipal city o f the enemy, which was called Rabbah. 
T h e  troops marched out o f the town, and the auxili
aries were drawn up in order o f battle in the open 
held, while the Ammonites were ranged under the 
walls o f the town, facing the Hebrew army. Joab 
m adeafim ilar difpofition o f his army, and giving the 
command o f one body to his brother Abim ai, with 
orders to attack the Ammonites, he put himfelf at the 
head o f the other, which was compofed o f chofen 
men, and prepared to engage Syrus. It being*agreed, 
that in cafe.of either being hard prelfed by the enemy, 
the other fhould repair to his alfifhuice; and Joab 
having enjoined his brother to afi )ionourable dif- 
charge o f the truft repofed in him,* Wiey proceeded to 
their■'•refpeftive dellinations. Joab gave battle to 
Syrus, W ho for fome time maintainecfa courageous 
dtfcnce, bvit a confiderable number o f  his men be
ing cu to ff, the reft d e fin e d  the contelt and made a 
retreat. This circimillance flruck the Ammonites' 
with fuch terror, that they retired into the town be
fore Abilliai approached to offer them battle. Joab 
n o w  led his»nny in triumph back to Jerufalem.

*  This is ufually furrounded by two walls, the outernioft o f  which 
partly pn^efts ov-cr the flrcet, p;.rtlv makes the partition with the 
contiguous hiHjfes, and is freqiicutly fo K>w, that One may eafily 
climb over it. T h e other, which may be na7̂ êd the parapet-wall, 
■bangs innnediatdj over the'court, being always bread-high, and

N o. 7. ,  •  .

T l i e  A m m o -  
n i te i  a n d  
r ta n i  'a r t  • 
ag a in  
co m e .

o v e r -

Notwithftanding thi  ̂ fignal defeat, the 
reniefs fpirit o f the Ammonites Ihll re
mained unfubdticd ; and they applied to 
Chalama, king o f  the Syrians, who was 
Rationed on the other fide the Euphrates, 
for an auxiliary force, which he undertook to pro.* 
vide on condition o f receiving a llipnlated pricc. 
Chalama appointed Sliobac, his lieutenant general, 
to lead an arn.y o f eighty thoufand»foot and ten 
thoufayd horfe to llic afliflance o f  the Ammonites. In 
confeqnenje o f  the formidable reinforcement which 
the enemy had received, David judged it to be no 
longer expedient to intrnft the ctindufcl o f the war to 
his depitties; and therefore he affumed the command 
o f his whole army, and having pafl'ed the Jordan, 
proceeded to an engagement, in which he killed forty 
thouliind foot and feven thoufand horfe: Sbobach, 
the general o f  Chalama, received a wound in thê  
attion which canfed his di'ath. T iie prefumption o f  
the Mefopotamians being cffeftuallyhumbledl by this 
event, they fent embaffadors with prelents to D avid; 
and with acknowledgments o f  fubmiffion tohis power, 
they were commiffioned to intreat thu; he would de
cline a further pnjfeciition o f  the war. David now 
returned to Jeiufalem ; and Joab was again dif
patched againfl the Ammonites, whom he ooliged to 
retire into Rabbah, to which place he a fecond time 
laid fiege, and committed great havock in that city 
and feveral other parts of the enemy's country.

Though David was a n*;in o f great piety Acf̂ um of 
and juftice, hcfwas not exempt from the 
frailties o f human nature; for he was guilty 
o f  an heinous crime, whereby he incurred 
the difpleafure o f  the Almighty, In the 
cool o f the evening, as he wa» walking on the terrace 
o f his palace, he perceived a woman o f moll exqui- 
fitejlieauty who was bathing. He inRantly conceived 
a violent pafTion fcJr her, and caiifed her to be brought 
to his bed. She became pregnant, and reprefenting 
to the king that if  her fault flioiild be difcovered, the 
laws of hci country would condemn her to death* 
fiipplicatcd him tooevife fome means for keeping the 
affair profoundly fecret. Uriah, Joab’s armour bearer, 
and the hufband o f this woman, nho was named Hath- 
fheba, was ordered into the prc((L;nc  ̂ o f  the king, 
who (fueltioned him concerning the I'tiite o f the 
army, and the progrefs o f the fiege. He replied, 
that things were in the mod favoura )lc train for^il'c 
cefs. David invited him to fuppc r, and after thc ft-  
paff, ordered him to repair to his habitation and rc- 
pofe that night with his wife. Uriah, notwithftaha- 
ing, rernained among the guards in the palace.; and 
when this was known to the king, he alUed lijm on 
what account he had neglected the opportunity ()f 
vifiting his after fo long an abfence Uriah an-

n . iv i d ’(  adul>  
t e iy  w ith  
B iith llick* .
( n o  m u r i lc r e f  
U iia l i .

anfwers to the AflZ/Zm/w//, Deut. xxii. 8. Inftrad o f  this parawt 
wall, the topt or terraat o f fome houfejare guarded with balullrai.^. 
or latticed work, which fecms to be the fame with thatw/ or taiiict,
2 King's i. 2. On thefe terraces feveral donieftic oflicei were iier- 
formed, ai appear* from Jofti. ii. 6.

L 1 fwcrcdj



m ______t h e  w h o l e  g e n u i n e  w o r k s  o f  J O S E P H US.  [Book VII.

fwered, that he judged it not confiftent with the ho
nour o f a Ibldier to indulge him fclf in the embraces o f 
his wife at a time when his general and fellow foldi- 
ers lajr on the earth in the open country o f  an enemy. 
T h e king commanded him to remain another night, 
telling him he fhould return to the camp on the fol
low ing day. H e was again called to fupper with 
David, and he plied him with liquors in expeftation 
that in the gaiety o f his heart he would go to Bath- 
ftieba; but he was difappointed, for Uriah fpent this 
night alfo, as he had done the preceding one,'•among 
the guards. T his proved fo highly agfjravating to 
the king, that he wrote to Joab, informing him, that 
being ju ftly  incenfcd'againlt Uriah, he was deter
mined to punifh him according to his dem erits*; this 
letter further cxprefl'ed, that to prevent any reproach 
falling upon David, Joab fhould appoint Uriah to un
dertake fome deluerate enterprize, and that his com
panions fhould DC indruBed to defcrt him to the 
m ercy o f the enemy. David having written this let 
ter, and fealed it with the royal feal, committed it to 
the care o f  Uriah, to be delivered to Joab, who hav
ing received it, obeyed the royal mandate by order
ing Uriah to undertake a molt d^angerous expedition; 
but, to put a face o f plaufibility on the matter, com- 
miffioned feveral men o f  acknowledged bravery to 
fccond him; and told him, that ifany didiculty arofe 
as to his entrance int« the town, he fhould be fup- 
ported by the whole army. Joab likewife recom
mended it to him, to fupport the charafcter he already 
held in the opinion both o f the king and the army, 
b y  every pofiible exertion o f  his military courage. 
Uriah accepted the commiffion with great readinefs; 
but Joab gave private orders to thole who attended 
him, to defert him when they found that he was fur- 
rounded with the utmoft difhculties. As the Hebrews 
preffed hard upon the wall, the Ammonites were ap- 
prehenfive that they would enter the town by fofce ; 
on which they threw open their gates, ana rufhed 
out in great numbers; which fervea as a hint to thofe 
who attended Uriah, that this was the prccife moment 
to obey the orders o f Joab, by dcferting him. Thus, 
then, they left him at the m ercy o f his enemies, 
againfl whom he fought with aflonifliing rei'olution, 
and did wonders with his fingle arm againfl an oppo- 
ling multitude; but after being wounded in^feveral 
places, he fell breathlefs on the ground; and with 
him fell a fmall number o f  his friends, who had not 
betn informed o f  the plot laid agaiud him.

As foon as the contefl was ended, Joab fent an ex- 
prefs to D avid, acquainting him that, to put a fpeedy

•  T his account differs very m ateriilly, in feversl parts o f  it, from 
that given in holy w r it ; »nd it (hould feem that.Jofephus had not 
eonfulted the facred writings on this fubjoft, but had only regarded 
traditional information. Notwithftanding the difference, this may 
beelleemed as one amongft many other proofs o f the authenticity o f 
the fcripturei; for although other hiftorians may ditfeV in the rela
tion o f the fame circumftance, it it a corroborative evidence that fuch 
sircumftance really occurred, and that there w ain o  coUufion be
tween them to deceive mankind.

H end to the fiege, he had made an affault on the town, 
but had been compelled to retreat to the camp, with 
the lofs o f feveral o f his men. Joab gave private 
inttruaions to the perfon who carried this exprefs, 
that if  David appeared affecled with his information, 
he might add, that Uriah was among the flain.

D avid having cxprefled his difapprobation o f the 
conduft o f  Joa'b, the mefl'enger mentioned, as a 
c l̂fual circumftance, the^cath o f U riah; on which 
the king obferved, that *it was but an effett o f  the 
common chance o f war, and diat ft>ldiers mull be 
alike prepared to meet every change o f circum- 
flancest.

T he intelligence received o f Uriah’s death occa- 
fioned Bathfheba to fhut hcrfel " up for fome time, 
while flie paid the tribute o f mourning to his me
m ory; but no fooner was the feafon o f forrow at an 
end, than David efpoufed iicr, and flie foon after
wards made him the mother o f a fon. So contrary 
was this match to the will o f heaven, that Nathan the 
pr(^het was informed, in.a dream, o f the difpleafure 
o f God on,the occafionj and coinmUfioned to repri
mand David for his crime. Nat'ian, who poffcn'ed

g great knowledge o f  mankind, confidering how little 
regard princes paid to the admonition o f  reafon, par
ticularly while they were under the influence 
o f their pafTions, inflead o f dire£tly informing 
David o f what he had learnt in the vifion, introducea 
his inflruClions by way o f  narrative, as will be feen 
in the following recital.

“  T w o men (faid he) dwelt in the fame city, one 
o f  whom was diflinguifhcd by his affluence, having 
plenty o f oxen, fheep, and all other kinds o f cattle. 
The other was a very poor man, poffeHiid o f  only 
one fingle lamb, which he reared and fed with his 
children, and loved it as tenderly as if  it had been 
his own child. It happened that the rich man had a 
vifitor came to fee him, whom he could not do lefs 
than entertain in an hofpitable manner; but rather 
than furnifh his table from his own abundant flore, 
he caufed the poor man to be robbed o f his only 
lamb, tofurnilh a fupper for the vifitor.”— “  W retch 
that he*is (cried the king) to be guilty o f fo inhofpi- 
table an a£lion ; he ought to make fourfold refliw.- 
tionto the injured party, and forfeit his life as a far
ther atonement;’];—O n .which Nathan inllantlv faid, 
“  Thou art the;i\an, and flandcft condemned from 
the words o f thy own mouth.”— After this decl?ratioii 
the prophet related the particulars o f  liis vifion, 
faying how highly God was offended with the con- 
du£l o f  D a v id : reminded hfin o f  his ingratitude lo

+ The meanell diffimulation, and moft atrocious hypocrifjr, 
fligraatife the conduft o f  D avid, as well a-> murder and adultery.—  
What a train o f  evil* neceflarily attended thr commiflionof one hei
nous offence! well might the Almighty be difpleafed with the royal 
finner, who thus abuied his delegated power to anfwer the infa
mous purpofe o f  lafcivioufnefs: his condufi formed, in this in- 
ftance, a hideous contr^ft to the amiable and pious youth when per- 
fecutcd by Saul, an{\v.hen h cfo llo " ed theewes great with yttung! 
Lord wliat is man, but a monAer o f iniquity, vfhcn left tohim felf!

that
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^ that Providcnce which had advanced him to the 
throne, fubje6ted the furrounding nations to his 
command, and repeatedly delivered him from the 
hands o f  Saul. “  And now (iaid Nathanj (hall you, 

> id+itrliaye a number o f legal wives, compel in deh- 
ance o f all luws divine and human, the wife o f ano
ther man to cohabit with you, and then betray the 
hulband to certain death from the* hands o f the 
e^emy ! W hat, after luch (;ondutt. Can you expetf, 
bHt that the vcnijeance o f Heaven Ihould overtake 
you?”— Nathan farther laid,that David (iiould live to 
know that one o f his fons had committed a rape on 
his women, and Ihould find that Ion brought to con
dign punilhmcnt. The prophet moreover added, that 
this child by Bathfhcba (lioiild die in a Ihort time. 
T he terrors o f thefe words affefted David to fuch a 
degree, that he trembled with apprehenfion, and con- 
feiled his fins with tears cxpreffive o f  his contrition. 
In conlideration o f  the good tenor o f  his life, and 
that, except in this cafe o f  Uriah, he had afcled as a 
righteous man, (iod took cwmpafJioii upvn him, and 
accepted his rcpentance, promifing, by nii; prophet, 
the continued pofieffion of his life and kingdom.

T he prophecy o f Nathan* having been thus de
livered, hcU)ok his leave o f the king; but he had 
not been long departed, when the child of Bathfheba, 
bv David, was fmote wilh a fevere illnefs, w'hich 
afflitted David to fuch a degree, that he retired to 
his chamber, and r<Tr»ained there feven days, refuf- 
ing all kinds o f food, 1^'ing on the ground wrapped 
in fackcloth, and prayiiig inceflantly for the life of 
that child to whofe mother he was fo much attached. 
T he child died on the fgventh d a y ; but (till the fa
mily avoided acquainting^the king with itj as they 
conceived that he whofe grief was fo excefhve, as to 
induce him to refufe the common neceflariesof life 

/)nly on account o f the child’s illnefs, would not hear 
with any kind o f  patience the news o f his death.

The ooks o f  tne domeltics fufficiently apprifid 
David that fomething unufual had happened, o f w'hich 
they were afraid to give him intelligence ; and attri- 
but:ng the matter to its true cault, he acquainted 
one o f  the fervants with his fufpicions, who <5w/ied 
that the child was dead. Hereupon David arofe 
from the ground, walhed himfelf, put on clean gar
ments, and having ordered his lerv^nts to provide 
fuppcr againft his return, went to«y: tabernacle to 

.^worrnTjV God. A condutl fo extraordinary and un- 
expeded filled the relations and domeitics o f  David 
with afloniflim ent: they thought it Itranrt that he 
fhould lb calmly refign*to the death o f the child, 
when his dangerous ilTnefs only had giv.cn rife to fo 
extravagant and ungovertiable a degree o f  grief. 
Curiohiy prompting them to know the real caufe pf 
this alteration in David’s conduft, they hinted their 
wilhes to him, and he replied, that “  W hile the

* T he exprcfs time when Nathan appeared as a prophet in Ifracl, 
is no M here fpec!ficd, neither in the iiicred writings, nor in thofe d '  
any other hif'urian. But from what is relatdjj.pt him he appears to 
have been endued with a piea(in^ method o t'^ d refs , and knew 
how to mitigiiic the fcventy o f h u reproofs with a  fuiiabk mixture

child was living, and there were yet hopes o f  his re
covery, he was unwearied in prayer to (iod to (pare 
his life ; but when he was abiolutely dead, it would 
have been equally foolifh and prefumptuous to weary 
heaven any longer with his prayers ; or to grieve for 
an irrevocable event.” Thefe fentiments o f David 
were generally approved by all who heard them. 
Some time after tins Bathlheba had a fon by D avid, 
to whom he gave the name o f  Solomon, in confc- 
quence o f  the advice o f the prophet Nathan,

T he Amiyonites w’er.0 by this time extrem ely dif- 
trell'ed by Joab, who had prevented their receiving 
fupplies o f provilions, and cu^ofi'all their water e x 
cept one (hiall 
ufe very fparing

>nng, which they were obliged to 
_ . y, lell that*Silfo fhould fail them ; 

fo that they were on the verge o f  perifhing through 
hunger and third. A t this junfclure, Joab difnatched 
to David a tninute account o f the fituation of^affairs, 
requeuing his perfonal attendance at the dcllru6Uon 
o f  the city, as an event that would be worthy to be 
recorded among the other diflinguifhed atlions o f  ths; 
king’s life. No fboner had David received Joab’s 
difpatches, than, convinced o f his zeal and loyalty, 
he affcmblcd hi.s army, and marched at the head 
thereof to the aff’ault o f  Kabbah, which being takent 
by Itorm, the king allowed his troops all the plunder, 
which was o f immenfe value, excepting a crown oF

Sold, weighing a talent, on which was a fardonyx 
one, which was afterwards conltantly worn by Da

vid. T he inhabitants o f jlabbah were put to death 
with circumllanees o f great torture ; and all the other 
rebellious Ammonite cities fhared the fame fate.

vSoon after the ifiu eo f this diflinguifhed rap*
vid o ry , its glory was tarnifhed by a moft llld inixftwilh 
unfortunate circumflance. David had a hi» r«- 
maiden daughter, named Tamar, who was 
deeiTftd, beyond all companion, the greatefl beauty 
o f tlTe age ui which fhe lived; and fhe was born o f 
the fame mother as Abfalom. With this daughter, 
Amnon, the eldeft fbn o f  David, fell violently in 
lo v e ; but as fhe was llrid ly  guarded, and was pof- 
ieflcd o f an innate modefly, he, faw no profped o f 
i'uccefs in addrefling her, and pined away tnrouch 
excefs o f  grief. This change in Amnon, wnich daily 
increafed to an alarming degree, being obfervcd by 
Jonathay, who was his friend and relatioii, and a oer- 
fon o f uncommon fagacity and penetration, he aflced 
him the caufeof his indifpolition, and particularly quef- 
tioned him if love was not at the bottom o f it; wnich 
Jonathan really imagined to be the cafe. T o  this Amnon 
replied, that he was enamoured o f his own fifler; on 
which, Jonathan gave him a hint how he might gra
tify his wifhes. “  f'eign yourfelf fick, (faid he) and 
when D avid pays you a vifit, tell him that you wifh 
for the company o f your fifter, whofe kina attend
ance you think will tend greatly to the rcftoration

o f meekneft andwifdom , which endowments qualified him for the 
converfation o f  mouarchs and eourtiert. IDavid edecmed him 
highly, as he condu(fkd hiinfclf between il»e extremes o f  fcivile 
flattery, and inflexible aulteriiy.

o f
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cF your health*," This advice was followed by 
Amnon ; who, on feeing David, requcfted his filter’s 
company. This being granted, he begged her to 
make him fome cakcs; which fhe made, and baked 
in his prefencc, and prclented them to him ; but he 
rcfufed to touch them, and dircBcd the fervants to 
leave the apartment, faying that he wifhed to com- 
)ofe himfcif. T h ey  were no fooner gone than he 
jegged his Tiflcr to carry the cakes into a private 

room, which ftie complied w ith; and he following 
her, made ufe o f  every pofTii)le argument to inducc 
her to gratify his unnatural ptfUiou. 1  he harmU-ls 
maiden expolhilated with him, called out for aliill- 
ance, and intreated hnn not to think o f facrificing 
the honour o f his family for fuch an extravagant lult. 
“  Let me be gone, (cried fhe) for G od’s fake, and 
learn to regulate your defires by the diftates of ho
nour, religion, ana law: or think how you may obtain 
vour father’s confent, nor feek to gratify your paf- 
fion by violent means." A ll her uitreaties, how
ever, were in va in ; his paffion made him deaf to the 
voice o f  reafon, and notwithftanding all her endea
vours to the contrary, he forcibly violated her 
perfon.
Amnon'. b»re T h e oafTion o f  Amnon was no fooner 
iiMimcntof gratified, than the violent love he ap- 

peared to have had far bis fifler was 
changcd into as'violent a degree o f  hatred, and in a 
tnoft imperious tone he coinmanded her to quit his 
apartments t .  Shocked at this treatment, fhe afked 
if, after having been thus injured, fhe was to be ex- 
pofed to the public, and difmUfed, by day-light, to 
tell the world ;̂iow fhe had been infulted. “  This 
treatment, (faid fhe) even aggravates, if  any thing 
can aggravate, the horror o f  me crime o f  which you 
have been guilty; for in the former inltance at leaf!, 
■the prevalence o f  an ungovernable paffion mig'ht be 
ilead fd .” A ll her reinonflrances, and even her 
truggles were fruitlefs-; for Amnon ordered his fer

vants to turn her out o f the houfe; and they com
plied. A s file went through the ftreets with her veft 
torn, and afhes on her head, lamentin,^ the ill ufage 
fhe had leeeivedj flic was met by her brother Abla- 
iom, who, furpriled at the fingularity o f her appear
ance, dematided had hajy)ened to h er; on which 
flic related the particulars of̂  the fliockingtill ufage 
fhe had receiven. By way o f confolation, Abfalom 
faid that fhe was nor fo blamcable, as the crime was 
perpetrated by her own brother; and Tamar becom
ing thereon fomewhat pacified, went with Abl'alom 
to his houfe, and refiaed with him & confiderable 
time.

W'hen David was acquainted with this affair, he 
was afHided beyond expreffion ; but as Amnon was 
his eldeft and moft beloved fon, he ^.eelined to pu-

* Thispcrfon is here honoured with the name o f Jonathan, the 
approved Uiend o f D avid; but, alas! a far different fpirit wa» in 
him! In the faripture account, he i» cilicd Jonadal).

+ When love is unlawful, it is vexatiom and tonnenting in 
the extreme. Its enormity muft ftrike the fonl with horror, and 
thcrimpoflibility o f  an iunocent gratification mull incjcalc that hor-

nifli him as the crime deferved. In the mean tnn(-,_ 
Ablalom waited for a proper opoortunily to bt; rcr- 
v en g ed o n  A m nont; and after tlie e.X}jiration of two 
vears fr<^i the rape o f I'am ar, he invited his father 
anti brothers to attend at a flieep-fliearing at 
H azor, a city in the tribe o f  Benjamin. David urged 
the trouble and extraordinary cxpence, as a reafon 
forhisnon-nttehdance; on which Ablalom requcfted, 
tliat his brothers only iryght com e; to which David 
confeiuing, Abfalom ifl'ued orders to his fervants to 
attack and kill Amnon when he was in liquor, on a 
figiial to be given by their madc-r; which tliey, w atch
ing the y^roper opportunity, ejiecuttd accordingly.

C H A P .  VII.

A B S A L O M  retreats to G E SIJU R . JO A B  obtains 
PerviiJJion for his Retnrn ; anid, after a xvhilr, to 
zvait on D A V ID , vihofe Leave he procures to go and 
pay a at Hebron, where he gels h'lvifclf prccLiim- 
ed'King. D A V ID  retires from  J E R U S A l.E M .  
A B S A L O M , by the Advicc o f A C lllT O F I lE L , is 
guilty o f an heinous Offence.

n  ■'HE outrage committed on the life o f  Amnon 
X  affetted the reft o f  the brothers to fuch a degree, 

that, conceiving the plot to^ro intended equally 
againft them all, thcn’ mount£-d their horfes, and haft- 
ened away to their father. ?n the interim, a meflen- 
ger arrived, and informed .David that Abfalom had 
caufed all his brothers to be flain. This afllitlive 
news had fuch an influence' on the mind o f  D avid, 
that, without waiting for a confirmation o f  it, or re- 
flet'ting on its incredibility, he abandoned himfelf to 
the extremity of grief, tore his garments, and, prox 
flrating himrelf on tlie ground, lamented eqtially tlic 
horrid crime of the murderer, and the unhappy fate 
o f the deceafed.

W hen this news arrived, Jonathan the fon o f  Shi- 
mei, tlie brother of David, being with him, advifed 
him to have patience, till he hatl conlidered the im
probability o f the circumflancc, and received far
ther information ; “  Kor (faid hej as there is not the 
leaft reafon to bclievo all your Ions fhould be flain, 
I cantiot give c w lit  to the fto ry ; with regard fo Am 
non, indeed, it is not improbable but ADfi!f)m may 
have taken this opportunuy to wreak his vengeance 
on him ,‘for the inliilt offered to his filter.” During 
their convevfation they heard the feet o f horfes, and 
the noife ofp eop le as juft come off a journey ; and, 
on inquiry,' they found that the Ions o f  David, who 
hadefcapcd fnmi the houfe o f  Abfalom, were juft 
theh arrived.

ror todefpair. A  fituation too painful for human nature toendure.
t  Becaufe Abfalom neitiu-r threatened norexpoftulated, nor even 

took the leaft nonce o f  what had pafft-d, Amnon lulled himfelf into 
a b(!hef that Abfajprf would not trouble him on account o f  his bafe 
conduft towards I'am ar; whereas he had greater reafon to appre
hend that Abfalom was meditating feme tcrriMc revenge.

T his
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This meeting between David and his children was 
very afFcfcting, and mutual tears flowed in abun
dance. T h e father wept at once with jo y  at the fight 
of'thofe fons whom he I’uppoied to be no longer liv- 

^^p^'and through grief at the recolleftion o f  him 
whom he knew to be dead; while the fons lamented 
the m u rd erof their brother, but were confoled at the 
thought o f  iteturning fafe to their fatlier; fo tiwit the 
whole fcenc was wonderfully pathetic. In the in- 
teTSjj, Abfalom departed to G cfhur, where he re- 
m ainM  about three years with his grandfather by 

^he mother’s fide, who was a man o f conliderable 
rank and' influence*
jojb’i B:j the expiration o f  this time, the anger
g»mforrec«u- o f  Davitl towards his fon Abfalom was in 
ing A »ion,  ̂ great meal'ure fubfidtd, and he becanic 
difpofed to recall him to his favour and frieudihip; 
ana this difpolition o f  the king being obfcrved by 
Joab, the friend o f  Abl'alom, who was continually 
with David, he cotiiidered how to improve it to the 
advantage o f his friend, ^ ’o cff'cft hi«\purpofc, he 
had recourfe to an ancient and v e n e r ^ e  woman, 
whom he caufed to be cloathcd in deep mourning, 
and in(lru6led her to lay her cafe before the king, 
which (he reprefented, by way o f  petition, in the f(H- 
lowing manner, viz. That tw« o f  her fons, who re- 
tided m the country, having had an unfortunate quar
rel, which grew to that lieight that they came to 
blows, one o f  t h e m 'u n h a p p i ly  killed in tiie con- 
teft : whereupon, f o m ^ f  the friends o f the deceafed 
demanded julUce to ^  done on the murderer. 
W herefore {he folieiteJ the king to {pare the lift o f 
her t()n, who, notwithluwiding his offence, was the 
oaVy cotnfoirt o f  her olH^age. She added, that her 
fon s enemies were fo determined in their malice, that 
nothing could protefcl him, but the interference o f 

ithe royal authority; and that fhe had no hope o f  re
lief, but in the mercy o f  her fovereign *. Having 
a£lcd her part with great flcill, the king was induced 
to comply with her requelt: upon which, having 
made many acknowledgments o f his eonfiderate 
goodnefs to a mother who folicited the life o f  an only 
child, fhe yet befought his majefly to grant her.one 
further favour, a* a proof that ftie fhould not fail to 
reap the benefit o f  the royal prom ife; and this was, 
that he would let the pardon 01 her aliild be preceded 
b ^ l p t  o f his own fon Abfalom ; fW by extending 

’-WTcon<4^affion to him, there could remain no doubt 
but the intended m ercy would be ratified in the cafe 
o f  her own child. She added, that as his majcfty had 
already the misfortune t<? have loft one fon, it would 
be very inhuman for hmifclf to be the dcflruftion o f  
another.

*  T he w hole intention o f thi» woman'* fpeech wai, to frame < 
cafe fimilar tp that o f David, in ortlor to convince him how much 
more reafonable it was to preferve Abfalom . But there was gre;'.t 
a n  in not making the fimilitmle too plfiin and vifible, left thelcing 
fliould perceive the deli^n o f  her petition, before (he bad obtained 
a grant o f  pardon fot her fon. and tame td^>nial« t]»e aralication
*0 the king.

+ The teverity David thought proper to iofliA  upon bi* fon, by 
K o. 7.

David now Hegan to conjefture, that this applica
tion o f  the woiran was in confeqiience o f  the advice 
o f  Joab; andlinterrogating h e ro n  flu* fubjert, he 
found it to 1)̂  as he I'ufpefled; wherefore calling 
Joab to him. he acquainted him, that h's dcvice hao 
fucceeded, that his anger agalnfl Ablalom had fulv- 
iitled; that he freely pardoned him; ;uid that Joab 
might recall Isim whenever he thought proper. This 
was joyful news to Joab; who, having .ijade the moft 
gratefu] acknowledgments to his fovereign, repaired 
inflantly to,G dhur, and brought back his friend Ab-

Hfalom to Jerufalem. W hen the king was informed 
o f the return o f  his fon, he fent a meflage to hin», 
importing, that he muft abftain from appearing be
fore him for the prefent, for that he could not yet 
be rc*conciled to tne fight o f  him ; whereunon, Abfa- 
lom remained within tne walls o f hisow n lioufe, that 
he might by no means come into the prefence o f 
the King. The trouble and anxiety he had for fonic 
time part encountered, together with the manner o f  
his living, had been rather incompatible witli his rank 
as the fon o f D avid; yet the fingular manlinefs and 
CTace o f his perfon was not in the leaft diminiflied, fo 
that he was deemed the wonder o f  his age. Once in 
eight months he ufed to cut his hair, and in that fliort 
(pace o f  time it would grow to the weight o f  two bun- 
tired fliekels, which are equal to five pounds.

He lived in Jerufalem, in the private manner 
above-mentioned, about two years, and b y  this time 
had become father o f fo«r children, viz. three fons 
and a daughtet*; the latter o f whom was remarkably 
diftinguifhed by her beauty, and was afterwards the 
wife ofRehoboam , the foti o f  Solomon, by whom fhe 
had a fon called Abia. As Abfalom grew uneafy from 
his mode o f living, he fent to his friend Joab, to ob
tain jjermiffion for him to wait on his father, in hopes 
that^u perfeft reconciliation might be the confequencc 
o f  an interview. Having in vain expefled an anfWer 
for fome time, he difpatched fome of his fervants into 
afield belong to Joab, to burn his corn on the p ou n d , 
as it was growing. This coming to the knowledge o f 
Joab, he went to Abfalom, complained o f the injury, 
and demanded the reafon o f  fuch proceeding; to 
which the latter replied, that had no other way o f 
obtaining f^ht o f him ; that he had written to r.*qucfl 
his intecccmon with his father, but that he had aonc 
nothing in the bufinefs: and added a wifh, that hr 
w'ould endeavour to pacify the king; “  fi>r (laid he) 
if  he flill continues inflexible, banifhment itfcif would 
be preferable to my prefent condition t . ” This ad- 
drefs affected Joab fo much, that he made immediate 
application to4^avid, and wai fo fucccfsful in his fiiit. 
that the king gave orders for his fon to be admitted

not permitting him to appear in the royal pefence, wat intended 
not only to make him forry for « ’hat he had done, bat alfo to con- 
yiuce the people how deteiialjle bit crime wa» in his fight, and how 
averfc he would lie to pardon murde»r$, fmc* lie could not endure 
the iight ot •  fon w^.ofc hand wa« defiled with a brother • blood. 
Pits aBedh'on to him did not hinder him from feeing that it would 
so t be for hit hoouur to admit him to be near hit pcrlon.

M  M
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Jbtaincd, Abfa- was agreed that he fhould go over the river Jordan, .
to foine place o f greater fecurity, committing to ten 
o f  his concubines the care o f  the royal palace. 
Having refolvcd, then, to leave the event o f  this 
affair to the Almighty, he fct. out on his jourtit^-* 
attended by immenfe numbers o f  people, who volun-

T H E  W H O L E  G E N U I N E  W O R K S  OF J O S E P H U S .  [BookVII.

to  his prefence. This favour being Obtained, Abfa- 
lom threw him felfat the feet o f  his filther, and hum
bly fucd for pardon o f all his palt offences ; on 
which David extended his right handj ja ife d  him up, 
and gave him the molt folemn afl'urance that all for
mer crimes (hoiild be buried in everlafting oblivion. 
Aiifaiomir. W ithin a fhort time, Abfalom became 
fiintothe fo niuch ingratiated in the favour and af-
nowii. fftlio n  o f  the king, that he was permitted
to keep a fplendid equipage, to retain fifty men as 
hrs body guard, and to have a great num bvofiervants 
and dependents, befides chariots and horfes in pro
portion. He was coiiUantlv one o f  the molt officious 
in perfonal attendance on the king, yet at the fame 
time ever ready to belpeak, by the moft plaufible 
behaviour, the aff'e6Uons o f  the people. W iien any 
pcrfon who had a caufe in litigation came to fue for 
jtillice, he would treat him in the molt familiar man
ner, demanding his name, country, bufinefs, & c.  and 
aik i f  he couU be perlonally ferviceable. On the 
application o f fuch as appeared diicontented at the 
palfing o f a hard fentence, or when verditls had 
gone againft them, he ufed to obferve, that “  bad 
men were about the k in g ; that his majefty was fome- 
times miftaken as well as other p eo p le; and hinted, 
that if  himfelfhad been in the place o f  others, things 
would not have happened as they had done he 
w ould then wifli the perfons who applied, great 
I'uceefs, and, in the moft artful way imaginable, en
deavour to ripen their fentiments to the promotion 
o f  the fcheme he had in view. ‘

B y thefe infidious methods, he foon 
gained over a large party to his intcreft; 
and, in the fourth year, from the recon
cilement to his father, thinking his plan 
then ripe for the execution, he alket^per-'* 

milTion to repair to Hebron, there to fulfil a ,vow  
which he had made during his baniihment. David 
readily granting his requell, he invited a great num
ber o f  neople to attend him, and was fd low ed by 
many others; among whom was Ahithophel, the Gi- 
lonite, the king’s principal minifter, who was attended 
by two hundred inhabitants o f  Jerufalem : but nei
ther thefe nor Ahithophel knew of' the intended de- 
lign, namely, to proclaim Ablalom king, which was 
loon afterwards done, by the common confent o f  
the people.
Pi»iddcp»»tt Information o f  this atrocious afl being 
|Tom jeruf»- brought to D avid, he ftood aftonifhed at 
*"’■ the infolence and ingratitude o f  his fon,
who, after having obtained the royal pardon and be
ing taken into favour, could fo foon*embark in fo 
rebellious a plot; for it feems that the fcheme was, 
not only to leize on the kingdom, which was the gift 
o f  God to David, but to attempt his lift alfb. In this 
perplexing fituation, the Jcing deliberated with his 
Friends, on the fleps moft proper to be taken ; and it

* • ' . v» ...
* The facred writer doe* not far fo much » j this; but reprcfent* 

David as praying that the counfel o f  Ahithophel (which was fo fare 
And iafe, that it wai generally followed without ever doubting o f

A b fa lo m , b y
d if l im u U tio n ,
■ c iju ire ip o p u -
I i r i t y ,  ( l id  i i
p r o c U im r d
l i n y .

tarily e m b a r k e d  in the caufe o f  their lovereign ; par- 
ticularlv his fix hundred friends, who lud heretofore 
fo faithfully attached thejnfelves to him when he was 
perfecutcd by Saul. Abiathar and Zadock the high- 
priefts, together with the Levites, would gladly have 
taken the ark with them, and attended D a vid ; nut h ^  
advifed them not to think o f removing, and enforc-ed 
his requeftby obferving, that the prefence o f  the ho
ly  ark would not be neceflary for his protcttion, as 
he fhould be immediately under that o f  heaven. 
His lalt advice was, that they fhould devife fomc 
private method oT informing him, from time to time, 
o f  fuch news as it might import him to be acauainted 
with : and thefe inftruEiions were afterwards admi
rably o b e j^  by the gocKl condutt o f  Jonathan the 
fon o f AWrathar, and Ahimaaz the fon o f  Zadock. 
W ith regard to Ittai the G itti'c, though advifed to 
the contrary, he infifted on a perfonal attendance on 
his fovereign, whom h eaccorain glv attended.

As David, furrounded by the weeping HehMnof 
multitude, was walking bare-footed up tbedcfeaion 
mount O livet, a perfon arrived exprefs, “Mhithcphei. 
with information thatAhithophe4̂ ttidclefertedhis duty, 
and taken part with the reb^ iou s Abfalom ; which 
news fo fhocked the king, t|at he befoiight the A l
mighty to deprive him or his 
a man o f  fo great penetratic 
was nothing David dread 
cious e ffetb  o f  his counfeis.

D avid had no fooner reached the fummit o f  the 
mountain, than he caft his eyes on the city, and wepV, ( 
while he lamented the lofs o f  his governm ent: on 
this fpot he met with the loyal and friendly Hufhai, 
who, with his cloaths torn and ftrewing afhes on hi* 
head, was regretting the uncertainty o f all fublunary 
enjoyments. . David encouraged him to bear up 
undcr*the misfortune with refoTution; aixl earr.eftly 
advifed him to return to Jerufalem, where he might 
be o f efTential fervice, by pretending to fide with the 
friends o f Abfalcm , which would give him an oppor
tunity o f  becoming acquainted with the counfejs, and 
perplexing the fchemes o f  Ahithophel. Hufh-Ai, 
v in ced b y  thefe reafons, went back to Jerufalem, to 
which place Abfalom likewife foon after repaired.

David continuing his joufney, was met Faifchood«j 
by Z ib a , a fervant to Mephibofheth, to i««herjruf 
whom the king had committed the manage- 
ment o f  an eftate which he had given to the fon o f  his 
friend Jonathan. Ziba, who was driving a couple o f  
afTes,complimented David and hisattendants with their 
choice o f  any part o f  the burden o f  his beafts. Ziba

its fuccefs) m ig h t^ -^ ‘ turned into fooliflmefs,’' or fruflratc^l »nd 
over-ruled.

;nfes*. Ahitli ophel was 
and fubtilty, that there 
fo much, as the perni-

being
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being allied wiierc liis mafter was, replied, that he was 
at Jcrulalcm, entertaining hopes that, in honour of- 
the iTi'Cmory o f Saul, the people might be induccd to 
take advantage o f the prefcnt dittiirbances, to eleft 

^tnnnheir foyereign. David was fo enraged at this 
iuUancc o f ingratitude, that he refumed the cftate 
above-mentioned, which he committed to the care o f 
Ziba, who deemed himfelf highly 'gratified by the 
truR. . ■
sĵ î Ŵ urfet W hen David, in the courfe o f his jour- 
.ndiiiraî  ney, arrived near Bahurim, Shimei, the

^p.vid. foil o f G era (a relation o f Saul}, advanc
ing tpwflrds him, threw ftones at and curfed him; 
and abufed him the more violently, the more his 
friends took the part o f  their fovereign. Shimei 
attributed all the. pubHc calamities to David, whom, 
with molt opprobrious language, he directed to quit 
the country; thanking G od, that his own fon had 
retaliated upon him the infults which David had here
tofore ottered to his father. A ll the company pre- 
fent were Ihockcd at this^iehaviour, whI he would 
certainly have fallen a facrifice to the r^ n tm en t of 
Abilhai, but for th  ̂ intcrpofition o f David, who ad- 
vifed him to rellrain his paflion, ajid not feck to in- 
creale the prcfent calamities. Having given tiiis advice, 
David proceeded llowly on one fide o f  ihe mountain, 
while Shimei went on the other fide, curling him as 
he advanced *. A t length David and nis followt^rs 
arrived on the bank o f  the river, where they halted 
to take refrefhment d!fter their tedious march, the 
troops being mullered qn the occafion.
Muihnipre- About thi* time, Abfalom and Ahitho- 
len d a  to  jo in  phcl arrived 4tjcrufalem,where prodigious
Abiiibm. cror.’d so fp eo^ e received them wilh every
demonftration o f  jo y  ; nor did Hufhai fail to make 
one o f the number, to cry “  God fave the king,” and 

AO wifh that his reign might be long and profperous. 
Ablalom, ftruck by this circumftance, demandf'd how 
it happened that the zealous Hufhai fliould defert his 
king, and attach himfelf to the intereft o f another ? 
T o  which Hufhai artfully replied, that the will o f  God, 
and the approbation o f the people were not to be re
filled. This fpeech lulled all fufpicion that ABfalom 
might have entertained o f Hufhai.

Ahithophel was now confulted what was 
proper to be done* in tht prefent poflure 

Jo o f  affairs; and his advi«» -was, that Ab-
falom fhould lay with all David’s concu

bines ; and he enforced his advice by faying, that 
when matters were thus advanced beyond a poffibi- 
lity o f  reconcilement, The people would infer that 
the flate was more fecure. “ In the prefent ftate o f  
things, (added he  ̂ they may think a reconciliation

*  Whether this man had been a perfonal fufferer in the fall o f 
Saul's fam ily, or what had exafpcrated him againft David, no where 
appears; but it feems as i f  he had conceived fome rancorous hatred 
to him, when neither the prefence o f the king, nor the terror o f  hi» 
guards, could rellrain him from throwing ftones, and venting bitter 
Ipeeches againft h im ; and.it appear* as if wa* fallen into'
tni“ utmoft contempt, ^hcii a private man Coula tlfink o f  venting his' 
malice at him, in fo grofs a manner, with impunity. Such rage

A h i tb o p h e l ’t  
f tb o m in ab le  
c o u n fc l io l -

niav be cfTe6l<lJ, in which cafc their fafety would bo 
endangered b;l declaring in your favour.” This ad
vice was fo llo le d  ; and a tent being ere8ed in the 
place for the Jccafion, Abfalom, in the view o f the 
people, lay \\iih the king’s concubines. Thus the 
pro})hecy o f  Nathan, icfpe6ling what would bcfal 
D avid, was fulfilled t .

C H A P .  VIII.

A H IT H O P h E L  oppojrd, and over-ruled by IIUSIIAT. 
A H IT H O P H F L  hangs himftlf in his own Houfe. 
A M  A S A , bring crcatrd (^rncral by A B S A L O M , 
engages D A V ID  in Battle, and is routed. A B S A 
LO M  found hanging on the Bough o f a Tret, by thg 
Hair o f his Head. jfO A B  flrikcs ABSALOM ^  
uith his Javelin, through the Heart.

A H IT H O P H E L ’s late advice had no Ahiihoj>hei'» 
fooncr been carried into execution, 

than conluliations were held how to pro- defcitdby 
fecute the war: when he faid, that i ' he 
might be intruflcd with the command o f ten thoufand 
felefcl men, he would bring the head o f David, or be 
content to forfeit his ow n: adding, that the (of* 6& 
D avid’s life would fecure the government to Abfii- 
loin, and fafety to the public. This propof'al ap
peared highly agreeable *o Abfalom ; but before he 
came to a refcOuion, I k - thought it prudent to take 
the advice o f H ufhai; whole opinion being demand
ed, he gave it to the following purport: “  It is iinnc- 
ceffary f<)r me to remind you. Sir, o f  the acknow
ledged valour o f your father, and o f  the numbers o f  
brave men in his fervice, in conjunflion with whT)ra 
he h*ath always been yittorious. You are equally 
well acquainted with his courage and his fkill. O ur 
advances will undoubtedly be antiounced to him ; 
and it is probable, that his troops will wait to engage 
us, in fome wood, valley, or behind a rock ; or 
fliould we advance to attack them, they would pro
bably retreat by degrees till we are furrounded, and 
the whole body fall upon us at once, i would wifh

!aou. Sir, to confider, that in an emergency, fuch as I  
peak of, whether the encouragement given to the 

enemy, joined to the conflernation into which we 
fhould be tl.rown, would not create a confufion very 
unfavourable to your army. You will now. Sir, 
pleafe to confider, whether my advice or that or 
Ahithophel is mofl proper to be purfued. But having 
proceeded thus far, let me inform you what I think, 
in our prefent Gtuation, would be the moft ratioiul

was little lefs than madnefs; fince he could not injure David, but 
m ight, for his infult, have fuffered immediate death,

?  In addition to this grievous afHiftion, it ftiould feem that Da
v id s  tranfgreinon, in the matter o f  Uriah, was, in a greater or lefs 
degree, the caufe o f his mourning all his days; and though G<xl for
gave the <m, he caofed David to fee and feel both that, and the pu- 
nifhment o f  it, in the miferics w ith which he wai afterwards aifiittcd 
in his fam ily.

mode

)
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mode o f  afting. G ive orders that tfie whole body 
o f  the Hebrews affemble, at a fixed 4 me and place, 
to wage war with David ; and when fhey arc come 
together, do you affvime the commaiAj o f  them all, 
without delegating your authority to any other per- 
fon. This being done, David muR either retire to 
the walled towns, ftrong holds, or other fecure places, 
or take the open field : in the latter cafe, your num
bers will be fufficient to deftroy him ; and among 
them will be a multitude w'hofe pride and ambition 
V'ill ftimulatc them to appear foremoft in»the fervice 
o f  tKeir prince and country. Thus the niin o f  Da
vid will be certain: but, i f  he fhould afcl only the 
defenfive part, and feeit fccurity by fccreting him- 
fc lf; there arc many ways o f  reaucing him to fub- 
miflion, fuch as ftarvihg, mining, or battering*.” 
Hufhaf had no fooner delivered his opinion, than it 
was determined to follow his advicc, in preference 
to that o f  Ahithophel; and even Abfalom voted in 
favour o f  this refolution ; but it ought to be remern- 
bered, that the hand o f  Providence guided this 
event.
Hurtui io- This determination was no fooner made, 
forms Da»id than Huffiai haflcned to Abiathar and 
rf what Zadok, the priefts, with an account of 

the refult o f  the conference; intreatirig 
them to fend away inftantly an cxprefs to David, 
conjuring him to pafs over the river Jordan that 
n ight; for that his enemies might attack him in his 
pro font fituation, i f  they fhould learn where he was,

. or if  any alteration fhould happen in their fcntiments. 
T o  forward any intelligence o f  this kind, the high- 
priefts had procured lodgings for their fons without 
the city, and had a trufty maid-fen'ant to carry the 
diQjatchestathem ; and no fooner was the informa
tion received, than the young men hallcned to pbey 
their orders : but they had not proceeded a quarter 
o f  a mile on their journey, b<;fore they were difco- 
vered by fome hoHemen ; and Abfalom , being foon 
apprifed o f  the circumftance, gave orders for appre
hending them. T h e young men, having learnt the 
danger they were in, quitted the high-road, and 
wem tow'arcis Bahurim, a little village not far from 
Jcrufalem, where a woman undertook to hide them; 
which fhe effefted, by putting them down into a 
w*ell, over which fhe threw the fkins o f  fonn; bealts. 
T h e y  were but ju fl got fafe into this retreat, when 
fome men canie after t+iem, and inquired if  {he had 
not feen fuch people. She confeflcd, that two men 
anfwering the dcfcriptionhad drunk a,* her gate, and 
were gone forward; nor could there be any doubt o f 
overtaking them in a fhort time. This did not fatisfy 
the purfuers, who f6ught for them a long time in 
vain, «nd dien returned to Jurulalcm. W hen the 
woman was certain they were at a pJoper dillance, 
fhe releafed the young men from the well, who im
mediately purfued their journey, and informed

* Since the laws o f  nature and arms have made no difierence 
with refpc^ to the way o f  conqueft ; and tlwfe o f  mercy and huma
nity feem to incline to that fide where the lead blood in likely to b<?

; Huftiai raav be faid to have afted herein the worthy patriot, 
at well ac the faithiul fubje{\.

4 • ^

oil h i i  a d v ic e  
b r in j r e j e f l e d t  
hiD K i b im -
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B a n i l l a i ,  See, 
m e e t  D a v id ,  
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David ofthe proceedings o f  Abfalom. Though their _ 
arrival waslate^ David managed fo as to get his peo
ple acrofs the river before morning,

Ahithophel v/as fo much chagrined that 
Hufhai’s advice had been preferred to his, 
that he got upon his afs, and retired to his 
houfc at Galmop, and, affembling his fa
m ily, acquainted them what counfel he 
had given to A bfalom ,.w ho had reje6ted it;  ad
ding, that the reiefclion o f this advice would'toon 
prove ruinous him, for that David would conquer 
hisfon, and recover the fovcreign authority : “ A n d "*  
now (faid hej it is lefs difgtaceful fot me to meet 
death while I can boaft my freedom, than to wait^thc 
re-e(tablifhmentof the king, when I fhall be facrificed 
bv the father for the fervices 1 have done the fon.” 
H e had no fooner thus exprefl'ed himfelf, than he 
retired to a private room, and iianged h im felft, from 
acorifcioufnefsof his own demerits; and he was bu
ried by his relations.

David hj^  now palTcd fhe river Jordan, 
and arriveu at Mahanaim, one o fth e  prin
cipal cities in that part o f  the country; 
wnen Siphar, a prince o f  Ammon, Rar- 
zillai and Machir, two o f  the chief inhabitants o f 
Gilead, treated him with the utmoft liberality and 
affefction, as did ailb all the principal perfnns or that 
diftritt; not only in his prefent dillreffed circum- 
ftances, but from the recoileitjon o f his former rank 
ami dignity. Such was the Ifcind afFefclion o f the'fe 
people, that David and his »etinue were amply fup- 
plied with meat, bread, w'i«e, lodging, and every 
other article that could contribute either to theif 
fupport or accommodation. During thefe tranfac- 
tions, Abfalom havine affembled a large arm y to op- 
pofe David, croffed the river Jordan, and encamped 
near Mahanaim, a town o f Gilead. O f  this army' 
Amafa was appointed general, in the room o f Joab: 
now Zeruiah the mother o f  Joab and Abigail the 
mother o f Amafa, were both the fifters o f David.

On the review o f the army, David found 
himfelf able to mutter only four thoufand 
m erf; yet with this fmall number he deter
mined rather to atl offenfivelv, than to 
wait till he fhould be attacked by Abfa- 
lom : he therefofre fepirated his army into rtirce 
vifions, and a'pphinted proper officers to each^ oiy- . 
ingthe firft dnvifion to Jo in , the fccond to-AbHnSii;^ 
and the third to Ittai, the Gittite. T he king would 
willingly have been rrefept with the arm y; but in 
this he was oppofed by his adherents, urging, that 
i f  they fhould be vanquifhed while he was in the field, 
their whole plah wCHild be fruftrated, and thecontefi 
at an en d; whereas, on the contrary, if  one o f the divi- 
fions ihould be i-outed, the reft might retreat to him, 
and fome mode might lae adopted to recruit the arm y; 
and, exclufive o f  this conhderation, the king’s ab-

«

+ H e was conviiyiced. from the method* Abfalom w aj goinjr to 
purfue, that Da<ld wotild get the b e tte r,o f him ; and, in tii«( 
cafe, he well knew he flioulJ be put to death for hij treafon, and 
therefore chofe to be h ii o wn executioner.

fence

Di(|M rition o f  
D a v id 's  fm afl 
a rm y  f t r  »%. 
ta c ) i i« (  t h a t  
o f  A b ia la m .

di-



diap.IX .^ T h e  a n t i q u i t i e s  o f  t h e  j e w s . 141

fence from the field might induce the enemy to  think 
that he had another anny wliich had not made its ap
pearance. B y  thefe arguments D avid was influ
enced to remain at Mahanaim ; but he bound liis ad- 
,herems, by  every facred tie, to difchargo their duty 
m anfully; requeuing, that i f  Providence fliould de
cree the v iftory  in their favour, they wotild fpare 
the life o f  his Ton A bfalom ; for, in c*afe o f  his death,

H lifc would become g f  no value. Having ex- 
himfelf to this purpofe, he difmilfed his 
with all good wdhcs and prayers for their

luccefs*
The twoar- Abfalom tto footicr remarked the difpo- 
m ie s  j o in ,  » n 4  fition o f  Joab’s divifion, which was on a 
*“*’**• .plain, wath a wood behind them, than he 
oppofed his own troops to them in a fimilar fituation. 
A s foon as the two armies engaged, eaual valour ap
peared to infpire cither p arty; the one anxious to 
recover D avid’s lofs, the other no lefs lb to fupporl 
Abfalom in his ufurped authority : the adherents o f 
David were determined to do and fufPei>^cry thing, 
top u n ith th e guilty fon .forhis rebeOiotiVgainlt his 
fatn cT . F o r a  confiderable time Abfalom s people 
fought mod courageoudy, afliamed o f being van- 
quiined by the few forces o f  D a vid ; while, on the 
other hand, the royal party had in view the ho
nour o f  putting fo many fuperior thoufands to the 
rout. A t length, however, the veterans o f  D avid, 
with a bravery that difdained all oppofition, broke 
the enemy’s ranks, totally routed them, and purfued 
the flying divifions through w'oods, over mountains 
and precipices, or wherever they fought for fafety. 
C rcat numbers were loft in thcpurfuit, many taken

Er if o n e r s ; a n d  th e  n u m b e r  k i lle d  o n  th e fie ld  o f  
a ttic  w as e ft im a te d  at t w e n ^  th o u fa n d .

T h e pcrfon o f  Abfalom was fo diftin- 
guifhable, both for his height and comeli- 
nefs, that he was the univerfal mark at 
which they wiflied to aim: in order there
fore to avoid being taken prifoner, he 
mounted his fwifteft mule, and rode off 

at the full,fpccd ; but the wind blowing his lonjg hair 
above his head, it catched hold o f  a bough ofafcrec, 
and the mule continuing her fpecd, loft Abfalom 
hanging in this fituation. This being obferved by 
one o f  D avid’s trdops, he infcn-med»Joab o f the cir- 
ci^ ftq jice , who ordered him to go swidltab Abfalom, 
“tfiTO his seward fhould be fifty fhekels o f  (ilvcr. This 
the foldier rcfufed, faying, that two thoufand fhould 
not bribe him to fuch an atl, efpeclallvas David had 
jivt'n orders that the young man’s life  fhould be 
pared. Joab now inquired where Abfalom  was 

hanging, and having at length found him, ftruck his 
iavelin through his heart. Joab’s armour-bearers 
neing prefent at thisfcene, lifted the body from the 
tree, and buried it in a pit, over which they erctlcd 
a  kind o f  rude fepulcnre, by piling a number uf

*  T he ftrength o f  paternal affeftion was fully exemplified in king 
Ami (hone cortfpicuouny amongft m aiy 61*hi» foleiidid vir

tues. T he kinB'» anxiolisiontefn-fur the life o f Ik reodliout uo-
No. 8.

' A b f i lo m ,  i a  
L _ B is f l i jh t ,  if  

c iiU n g lc d  b]r 
b i«  h a ir  
amQng ihe 
( o u g h t)  a n d  
f la in  by J o a b .

floncs upon it. 
ordered a retr 
and fave the u 
time before th

This ceremony beJng' ended, Joab 
at to be fbundeo, to Uop the purtiiit, 
neceflary cHuii<m o f blood. Srtine 
., in a place denominated the king’s 

valley, adjacc^it to Jerufalem, Abfalom had rauit d 
a marble column to heert'ftcd, to which he gave the 
name o f the “  Hand o f  Abfalom ,” and intended it 
as a laflinj^ memorial o f htmfelf, in cafe (as he hiiH- 
felf exprefl'ed it) he fliould die childlefs.*

C *H A  P. IX>

J O A B 'i  Rtmonfirancn on otcnjim a f the Death o f  
A B S A L O M . S H I M E l fohcits and obtaim. Par
don. The Tribe o f J U D A H  adhere In D A V ID  : 
and. SH E B A 'S  revolt. ' A M A S A  dffpalched by 
D A V ID  after S H E B A . 'JO A B  meets AM  A S  A, 
and /labs him. S H E B A ’s Head brought to 
D A V ID  by J O A B . A famine among the IS R A 
E L IT E S , in confetjuence o f SAU L's hrtach o f Faith 
uMh the G IB E O N IT E S . D A V ID  numbers :the 
People, and a Pejiilente enfues.

Ahinni inC
CvJtVi d i l-  
p a tc h td  tn  
C arry  intfUI- 
({cnte o f  t h f  

n e o t l o  O a * i4

' ' I  'H E  immediate difperfion o f  Abfa- 
i  lom’s troops was the confequence o f 

his death : and now a kind o f conteflaiofe 
who fliould carry the new* o f  the viftory 
to David. Ahihiaaz, the fon o f  Zadock 
the high-priefl, bcfbught Joab that he might be the 
mcfl'enger, as the vittory appeared to be the imme
diate confeqiicnce o f an interfering providence; but 
Joab replied, that as he had hitheno carried the kiiig 
only^ood news, he would be an improper mcfl'enger 
o f  trî ‘ death o f  his fo n ; he therefore ordered Cufhi 
to be the bearer o f  this intelligence, as he had been 
witncfs to the even t: but Animaaz again applied, 
urging, that D avid’s concern for the lols of his fon, 
woulcf yield to his jo y  on the general import o f the 
meflage. Hereupon Joab permitted him to go ; anri 
as he was acquainted with the neareft road, he* ar
rived before Cufhi.

W hile David was fitting at the gate o f  his pal.ice, 
auxious.to learn the event o f  the conteft, a Icrvaiit 
brought him intelligence that he could difccrn a per 
fon advancing haftily toward them, but that he was 
not n(*ar enough to afccrtain his perfon. David be
gan to cortfole himfelf with the hope o f  good uevis, 
when the fervant tOld him that he faw a fccond perfbh 
running, which ftill increafcd his expetlations. B y  
this time the firll meffengcr w^iscome very near, artd 
proved to be Ahlmaaz, tjie fon o f the high pticflL 
Z adotk, who»travelled .itr a chariot. “  I'his man 
(faicl David) teru in ly  brings me »c«€piabift.«ucUi- 
^ c n c c a n d  fcarcely had he pronounced thcfe wosds,

.grateful fon, who was feekinff the deftru^on o f hit indulgent father, 
merely to gratify his own amoition, and the limcntationi> be made *t 
his death, are /carcely to be parralleled in hiftory.

N when

)
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>vhcn Ahimaaz proftrarted hlmfelf I :fore the king,
rom the ann>'. 
s and v id o ry .” 

T h e kiiTg then eagerly inquiri;d the Site o f Abl'alom, 
to which tlie mcTfenper aiifwcrcd, niat he had no 
fooner been a witnels o f  the vifctory by the routing 
o f  the enemy, than he hurried away with tiie new s; 
that his orders from Joab were given in halle, and 
related foleVy to the advantage gained cn’cr the ene
my, without regard to Abfaloin, o f whoni, however, 
he knew the troojis were in purfuit, from the noife 
and clamour that he had heard. He nad fcarcely 
done fpeaking, whenCufhi arrived with intelligence 
o f  the v id ory, and throwing himfclf at D avid’s feet, 
was interrogated w ithlegard to the fate o f A bfalom : 
u*vi4Umcnii to which he replied, “  M ay all the ene- 
<ht 4«ih <rf niics o f my lord the king be no more fuc- 
Abfiiom. cef^ful dian Abfalom has been!” Intelli- 
g fiu e  thus fatal to the Jiopes o f I>avid, turned a day 
o f  jo y  into I'orrow and lamentation. T h e king was 
inconlblable for the lofs o f his fon ; and the people 
v ’cre e<iually aftonifhed and grieved, that their fove- 
reign could thus afflift himfelf for the death o f  a 
rebel, by which his life and crown were fecured. 
D avid, how ever, withdrew himfelf from public bufi- 
nefs, and, on the top o f  one o f  the highell tow'ers o f  
the city, lamented nis fate with many tears ; and, 
while he fmote his brcaft, and tore his hair, ex- 
claiwied, “  Oh Abfalom, my Ion, my fon! A h ! that
I could have died with thee, my ion Abfalom *! B y  
this time Joab and the army were antering the city 
in trium ph; and were not a little lliocked, that the 
;5ritff to which the king had abandoned himfelf, 
pread an air o f  gloom over the joyous folemnity, 

and made them appear rather as tlic Vanquifhed than 
the conquerors.

O n this occafion David gave him fclf up 
fo intirely to grief, that Joab thought it 
requifite to throw off all reflraint, and 
fpeak his fentiments with freedom, which 
he did as follow s: “  Confidcr, Sire, (faid 

hej the tendency o f  your co n d u ft: confidcr how in-

fglorious it is for you thus to wafte your time in fruit- 
efs repinings: this behaviour carries with it the ap

pearance o f defpiling the good offices o f  thole 
friends, who have riJkcd their own lives to preferye 
your’s ; nay, it looks like a degree o f  contempt for 
yourfelf and your own family, and a partiality for 
ihofe enemies which the juft vengeance o f heaven 
hath doomed to deftrudlion, as an in(laiu:e o f  mercy 
U3 you.

Aroufe then, I befeech y o u ; appear before your 
fubjefts, and acknowledge that, next to the imme
diate interference o f  Providence, you owe the vic
tory you have obtained to their courage and fidc-

*  Nothine can certainly be more moving arid pathetic, than the 
words uttered by D avid on tliis fokmnoccabon : ^ t  whether it was 
D avid’idclibetnte w ifb, that he had died in Abfalom's ftead j or 
only theefrcftof hit exceflive love and and grief for him, it  not 
fo cafy to detetmine. St.AuguIlinc fceim tol> cun the atfirnuuive

}o«b rcpre* 
Itendi Davidt 
and inlhû t 
him what 
itcps lo uke.

lity : for if  you continue in this defponding way, 
your army will d efertyou , your kingdom wul be 
lofl, and then you will find real a n d  fubftantial caulc 
for lanrientation.” Such was the eB'ect o f this honed 
addrefs to David, that he began to recoiled hirifelf, 
and relb lvedto  pay more attention to the intereils o f  
his people, and the dignity o f  his governm ent; and 
ihercfoic appeared at the gate o f his palace, with 
unufual complacency in his look and behaviour. 
This alteration in his coiidud had fuch an influ«*ifcc 
on the people, that they crouded in from aU parts, 
to makr fiibmifTion to their foyereign.

During this firuation o f  affairs, the late jnfu,, 
adiierents o f Abfalom, who had fled on | t n t s  r e c a n t ,  

the day o f  battle, and were now got to 
their own habitations, difpatched expref- mino'David, 
fes acrofs the country, defiring tlieir »n<i iwi>ioi« 
friends to recoHcd what a variety o f  obli- 
gations tlicy lay under to David, for the niuneroiis 
hazards and toils he had undergone in alferting their 
common rights and liberties; how ungenerous they 
had all bc'.aved in rebelling againft him : and re
commending an immediate lubmiflion to him, when 
they (hould intreat his forgivenefs, and folicit him 
once more to take them under his royal protection ̂  
and thefe arguments were enforced by the confide- 
ration, that the ufurper they had fet up in the place 
o f  David was no more.

In ctmfequence hereof David received gy of 
addreffes in great number, which he re- the high 
gularly difpatchcd to Zadok and Abia- P"*']’ ’ 
tliar, the high-priefls, inflruding them how Amaia «« 
to treat with the heads o f  the tribe o f  brought over 
Judah, to confirm his relloration. Here- 
upon the high-priefls repirefented to them how fcan- 
dalous it would be for them to remain indifferent, 
while others were taking the lead in an ad .of common 
juflice to fo benevolent a prince, who was, m ore-' 
oyer, o f  their own tribe. This mode o f  addrefs in- 
fpired a fpirit o f  emulation who fhould be moft zea
lous in the fervice o f  the king. T he high-priefts were 
alfo inflruded to inquire o f  Amafa how it happened 
that he, the king’s nephew by his own filler, had 
failed to model the army to a difpofition fit f()r the 
reftoration o f the true governm ent: and it was hinted 
to Amafa, that David would give him the fame poft 
he held under Abfalom, and like wife grant him his 
free pardon. In this inode the high-priefls treaisd. 
with the heads o f the tribe; and with Amafa, who, b y ’  
the promife above-mentioned, was eafily reconcilcd 
to the king’s interefl.

T he firfl tribe that fent deputies to The eribe of 
D avid, to invite him to re-auume the Jud»h »;ibin. 
regal government, was that o f  Judah; 
and partly by the influence o f  this ex- hii liuhoriiy.

fide. Whether D«vid’» wifh wa» deliberate o r not, his grief wa» 
dottbtlefs ircreafed by refleAing th «  himfelf, bjr hit own fin in the 
cafe o f  Uriah, had b n n  the uniuppy inftruraent and occafion o f  his 
fon’s death, w hat wai moft lamentable o f  all, io a Hate o f  finful re
bellion a ĵaintt r kind and indulgent parent,

aunplc»
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ample, and partly through that o f  Arfiafa, all the 
tribes agreed to receive the king at Jcrufalem. 
Among the very foremoft to pay the tribute o f  fub- 
million was the faid tribe o f  Jimah, who advanced to 
meat him even to the banks o f  Jordan. There like- 
wife went Ziba, a freed-man o f Saul’s, with fifteen 
children, and twenty fcrvants; and athoufand Ben- 
jam itcs, preceded by Shimei the Ibrfof Gera. Thefe 
all combined with the tribe o f  Judah, to throw a 
brieve acrofs the river, th’at David and his troops 
m igri^ afs with greater convenience.
KKim,; h... W hen the king had rcached the river 
bici limUiifi fide, the tribe o f  Judah firll paid their 
andob:aio» obcdieuce : then Shimei, approaching to 
fivour. bridge, humbled himfelf at the feet o f
David, implored his pardon lor all that was palfed, 

-and hojx;d it would not he remembered to his dif- 
advantage when David fliould be rcinflated in his 
government: reguefling farther, that his ready fub- 
miHion, and unfeigned repentance, might be ac
cepted in extenuation o f  Iws former crijiies. In an- 
fwcr U) this, Abifliai, the brother to Joab,Exclaim ed, 
“  Think you thus eafily to compenfate for the infults 
that you have offered to the king whom God hath ap
pointed to rule over you ?” D avid, in reply, faid, 
‘ ‘  Be at peace, no farther try to foment old divifu)ns, 
by feeking out new caufe o f  difquietude. Confider 
this as the firlt day on which I begin to reign, and 
oblervc what I moll folemnly fwear. E very  one is 
now abfolutely forgiven by m e; and I hereby engage, 
that not any perfon, o f  what rank or condition Tb- 
ever, fliall fuffer on account o f  any infult offered to 
niyfell, or on any other acco u n t; and you, Shimei, 
may now relt at eafe, for your life fhall not be en
dangered.” Hereupon Sliimei arofe from his fup- 
]|)liant poflure, paid his humble refpetts, and re
tired.

Mephiboflieth, the grandfoit o f Saul, 
now approached the king, in a difguife 
which was the confequence o f a vow by 
which he had bound himfelf when David 
was expelled, that he would neither cut 

o ff his hair, nor change his clothes, till his fovtr;:ign 
fhould be reftored. Z iba had endeavoured to tra
duce Mephibofheth to D avid; for on the latter in
quiring how he could dcfert hijn in tlje day o f diftrefs, 
he attributed the fault to Ziba, wh(^ had difobeycd 

JjiencotVimands, and treated him with the utmoft in- 
folence,’ notwithftanding he had given exprefs direp-

•
*  David firil gave the whole in property to Mephibofheth, and 

afterwards to Z ib a ; and yret, I  have faid, Thau and 7.iba divide the 
land, muft refer to feme formerJetermination o f  David with refpefl 
to theefiate. But no fuchdetermiration is to be found but in that 
original one. chapj ix, lo . in which theeftate w ai divided between 
Mephibolheth and Z ib a  ; the whole to Mephibolheth in property, 
and to Z iba  fufficientto maintain him felf and fam ily, for talcing 
care o f  it ,  oot o f  the profits it produced ; fo that this was, in rea
lity , 'confirming the original grant, and reftoring him to the poflef. 
ilon o f the whole i ^ n  the fame terms on which the pofleflion was at 
firft granted him. It was certainly a revocation of^he grant to Z ib a , 
who therefore could claim no pan o f  tlie cftate by ^ a t  g t in t , nor

\

M e p h ib o fh e th  
a ll'o  w a in  on  
th e  k i i t | ,  w ill 
apolO]gixes fjr 
h i i  n e f l c A .

tions to have very thing prepared for his journey.

B i n i l h i  i i  
k in d ly  r c .  
c e iv f d  bjr 
D a v id .

This was heai 1 by David, who neither made any 
comment on it nor hinted ihe lead difcredit o f  what 
Ziba had here Dfore faid; but told Mephibofheth, 
that he wouU/order Ziba to n*flore half the eflate 
that had been intrufted to his care *: to which Mephi- 
boflicth anfwerc'd, that Ziba was welcome to the 
whole, fince he had the happinefs o f  feeing his fbvc- 
reign reftored to his throne and kiugdow.

Barzillai, the Gileadite, a man renown
ed for*a£ts o f  honour and virtue, had 
been lon^*the fteady friend o f David, 
whom he had afTilted in deeds o f heroifin ; 
nor, on this occafion, could ‘Barzillai deny him felf 
the pleafure of attending th<? king on his way to the 
ri ver Jordan. David intreated him to accompany 
him to Jcrufalem, affuring him, that he would treat 
him with the tcndernefs o f  a parent, and that every 
convcnicnce fhould be fuuplied to render his old 
age comfortable to him. 'I o this invitation Barzillai 
replied, that a retired and private life was now more 
eligible to him, than all the gaiety and fplendor o f a 
palace : for that he was eighty years o f age, and had 
outlived all tafle for the pleafurcs o f a court; his 
chief care now being to give direftions for his fune
ral, and prepare for another world. For thefe rea- 
fons he requcfled his majefly’s permilfit)n to return 
and dwell at his own houfc, where he might live in 
the way moft agreeable to him felf: he faid farther* 
that he could no longer r(jccK'e pleafure from luxuri
ous liv in g; and with regard to dancing, fiirj^ing, and 
the concert arifing from the accordance o f  voice and 
inflrument, he had no longer any pleafure in tltcm, 
for that he was almoft deprived o f his hearing. In 
confideration o f thefe reafons, David was induced 
to part with Barzillai, on condition that his foii 
Chnnham fhould go with him, and accept o f fuch fa- 
voufs as his majelty could with propriety beflow on 
him. Barzillai committed his fbn to the king’s care, 
with every acknowledgment o f  the honour done 
them, and ictired to his own houfc, after offering up 
his wanncfl wifhes and prayers for the long and prof- 
perous reign o f David.

On David’s arrival at Gilgal, he found that his fol
lowers confifled o f the whole tribe of Judah, and one 
half o f  the whole nation. A t this time there came to 
David many o f  the chief men o f  the co u n ty  (fol
lowed by vafl multitudes o f  people), who refleaea on 
the tribe o f  Judah, for their prefumption in waiting up-

bv any other; for there was no other but that tn- which he wa  ̂
allowed apro|'«r maintenance out o f  i t :  fo that i f  David was too 
hafty in giving Mephibolheth's eSate to Z ib a , he was, upon bein? 
undeceived, as hafty in relloring it to him, and therelw uifcavered 
his great regard tcftruth and equity, and the finnnefi o f his afl'e^iion 
and friendmip to Jonathan and his fam ily. And though he con
firmed the original grant, thereby leaving to Z iba and his family a 
m aintm anceoutofnieeftate, it was out o f  rcfpefteven toSaul, o f  
whofe houfe Ziba was, and as a recompence for that feafonable 
and noble fopply that he brought )*im when he was forced to aban. 
don the capital, by the unnatural rebellioa o f  Abfatom his fon; 
2 Sam. XVI. I,

on
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o n ‘the kingw ithoutthcconcurrenccof ihcir brethren, 
as in rcalbn they ought to have jjone all in a body. 
I'u  this ihc tribe o f Judah rephcd, t lat they hoped 
ti)eir brethren would not be ofl'cndecithat they had 
made the firll offer o f  their fcr\ ices^as they con- 
fidcred it as a duty to which they wore bound by iheir 
affinity to the kinjj, which had made them more zea- 
Jous on the occahon than othcrwife they fhould liave 
been ; they if^erred, that they had not a view to any 
private advantage in what they had donf, and 
thought that, in reafon, this tertimony o^ their zeal 
nought not to g'ivc any offence to thofe who were later 
in their profcflions o f loyaUy and attachment.
Rebellion of During this dcnatc among the principal 
Sheba. men, Sheba \he f(m o f  Bicliri, o f  the tribe 
o f  Benjamin (a man o f a violent and litigious difpo- 
lition}. Handing up in the niidlf o f  the allem bly, ex
claimed in a loud voice, “  W herefore do they talk 
to  us o f a part in David P'W hat connexions can we 
have with tiie fott o f  JeH'e ?” Hereupon he ordered a 
trumpet to be founded, and proclamation to be 
made, that “  the people might depart to their tents;” 
from which moment it was confidered that a war was 
declared againft David : the majority appearing to 
adhere to the party o f  Sheba; but the tribe o f  Judah 
Itill held their allegiance to D avid, whom they ef- 
corted to Jcrul'alem.

As foon as the king arrived at the city, his firft 
•care was to remove from his palace all nis concu
bines, whom Ablalom had-heretofore publicly vio
lated : but he gave orders for their 'being properly 
attended and accommodated, in lodgings prepared 
for them, though from this time he never held any 
correfpondence with them. His next Rep was, to 
promote Amafa to the rank o f general, in the room 
o f  Joab, and to him he gave orders to aflemble all 
the troops he could o f the tribe o f Judah, and"pre-

{)are to march, within three days, againft Sheba, the 
bn o f  Hichri. This commiffion Amafa endeavoured 

to cxecute with all pofTible expedition; but not being 
able to alfemble them fo foon as he wifhed, David 
grew impatient, and on the third day, fpoke to Joab 
to the tollowing purport; “  There is no time to be 
loft in counterafting the defigns o f Sheba ; do you, 
therefore, inftantly afl’cmble fuch troops as are in 
T ead in cfs, together with the fix hundred veterans; 
and, taking 5'our brother Abiihai as your aififtant, 
proceed dircftly  in fearch o f  him, and the moment 
you got fight o f him encounter him, before he has a 
poffibility o f  arranging his forces; for, if  there be 
any delay on our ])art, his numbers v'ili increafc 
like the gathering o f  a fnow-ball; and, when he is 
fufficicntly ftrong, he may tx u r e  himfelf in fome

* aftion wa» attended with the highefl TCrfidy and info- 
lencc. M any reafone coucurred to prevent Davkl's calling Joab to 
an account now, patticuhrlj’ hi« power, authority, and intereft 
w ith the irm y : but it is plain he never forgot, nor forgave him. 
T hat he highly refemed it , wc find in hit lail charge to'Solomon, 
■where he nobh' recommendi, and gives it in charge to his fon, to 
do juftice on that bloody artaffin- He wa* not now in a capacity t© 
do it. Joab wai too powerful a fubjeft to be brought to account.

A n » r i t f ( » c h .  
e r» u 8 ] « 'm u r 
d e re d  b y  J<Mb,

fortified town, and it may be a w ork 6 f trtore time 
and labour to diflodgc him, than it was to conquer 
Abfalom ."

No fooner had Joab received his or
ders, than he and his brother colle6led 
their troops, and marched in pur'fuit o f 
Sheba, Whe n J[oab came to G ibeon, a village 
about five mileffrom Jerufalem, Amafa met him at 
the head o f a numerous^army. W hile Amafa was 
approaching to falute him, Joab, who wore a bt<?aft- * 
Mate, and hud his fv'ord by his fide, let fall thctword 
rom the fcab’tjard, but immediately took it up again j 

and advancitig towards Amafa, took him by the 
beard, under pretence o f faluting him, but inftantly 
ran him through the body, fo that he dic^l on the 
fpot*.

Amafa was no fooner dead, than Joab and his bro*-- 
ther Abifliai proceeded on their march in fcarch o f  
Sheba, leaving a perfon in care o f  Amafa's body, with 
orders to proclaim that he was a bad man, and had 
only been pmiifhed according to his demerits: pro
clamation 4̂ as alio made, that the friends o f  David 
fhould follow Joab and his brother. During the 
time the body lay expofcd, great numbers afl'embled 
to view i t ; on which the perfyn in whofe care it was, 
removed it to a neighbouring village, where he nut 
it in a houi'e, and covered it with a coat, and the fol- 
diers now followed their leaders. Joab and his army 
had nearly traverfed the whole country, before they 
knew that Sheba had taken refuge in a fortified town 
named Abel-M aacha. T h e gates o f  this place being 
fhut againft Joab and his troops, he was rcfolvcd to 
laefiege it; and accordingly gave orders for throw
ing up a trench round it, and that the -walls fhould be 
undermined, and the place attacked by means o f  
batteries.

W hile the neceffary fteps were taking 
for the attack o f  the city, a public-fpirited 
woman, zealous for the fervice o f  her 
country, afcended the battlements o f'th e  
wall, whence fhe called aloud to Joab, 
defiring to fpeak to him apart from his 
troops'. Joab com plying with her requeft, fhe ad- 
dreffed him in the following manner ; “  Although 
Providence hath appointed kings and governors to 
rule over us, to induce us to live at peace one 
among anotherf -and to defend us frmn the affaults o f 
our foes, yet have ^ u  advanced againft u,«, t̂o 'dt*- 
f tro y o n e o f the molt capital cities in all the land o f 
I fra e l; and this without any firoyocation or infult 
on our parts.” I 'o  this Joab replied, that fhe was 
miftaken in her ju d gm en t; for that he had no wifh 
either to dcftroy the city, or to injure anyone o f  its

A fter Abfalom ’s death, he had the infolence to tel! the king with an 
oath, that he would make every one o f  his fubjefts defert h im ; and 
after this atTafltnatjjn o f  Amafa, he refuined, contrary to his maf- 
ter's w ill, the command o f all the forces ; who had an allpftion for 
him as their own general, and becaufe he had reftored the quiet o f  
the land by quelling the infurrcftion o f Sheba. Joab’s being vx>n- 
tinued captain-|rf;>ieral o f all the forces was not from D avid s in cli
nation, but coutrary to it, and l>y force.

2 inhabitants:

A  w o m a n  p r o -  
c u re j  th e  
d c i t k  o f  
S h e b a , w h ic h  
r e l i o r e i  th e  
p u b l ic  ( ra n -  
q u ill it ) r .
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inhabitants: all he wifhed and demanded was, that 
the rebel Sheba the fon o f  Bichri fhould be delivered 
up as a viQim to public juftice, and his army ihould 
be immediately withdrawn froim before the walls. 
The woman having h p rd  this declaration o f” Joab, 
requefkd him to fui'pend his operations but for a 
fliort time, and the head o f  Sheba fhould be thrown 
over the wall to him. Joab conl'entine to this, Ihe 
defcended from the wall, and a^ldrcHed the citizens 
in ,th« following manner : “  Can you, O  fellow-citi- 
zens, W  fo abandoned, as for the fake o f  affording 
p ro t^ io n  to one bad man, who is moreover a 
uranger among you, to confcnt to the lofs o f  your 
wives and children, and to be driven from your habi
tations in fo dili^raccful a manner? W hat obligations 
have you to Sheba, w> countcrbalence thofe you owe 
to David ? O r if  this was not the cafe, is itpolTibleto 
hold the city in defpite o f  the bcfiejiers P” This 
fliort addrcfs had the iiuended effefcl: tt was agreed 
to purchafe peace at the e x ^ n c e  o f S^cha, whole 
head'was immediately cut cm', and thrown over the 
v a l i ; on which the troops returned to Ji'rufalem, 
where Joab was appointed gen era l: the command o f 
the guards^ and the lix hundred veterans, was given 
I^Benaiah; Adoram w*s appointed,treafurer; the 
recorders were Achilaus and Sabathes; Sufa was 
jnade fccrctarv; while the office o f  high-prielt re
mained with Aoiathar and Zadock. i

Matters had not long been thus adjuft- 
ed, when a famine raged fo violently, that 
David intreated God to acquaint him with 
the caufe and cure o f  the calamity. T o  
this the prophet returned an anfwer, inti, 

mating, tlwt Saul having treacheroufly flied the blood 
o f  the Gibepnites, it appealed to heaven for ven
geance ; tor that this blood h»d been flied, not only 
m oppofition to the rights o f  natural equity, but to 
Jofhua’u promife and oath, which the elders had ra* 
tiiicd. I h e  prophets therefore inftrufted the king 
to redrcfj the injury firitained by the Gibeonites, in 
the murder o f  their citizens, in luch manner as they 
Ihould require, on which the Alm ighty would avert 
<h* prefcnt judgment. As foon as David heard*tkis, 
he fent for tl>c Gibeonites, and demanded what re- 
compence they would w ifli: K» which they anfwered, 
** Let iirven o f the fons or relations a f Saul be given 
up to our difpofal." Hereupon David gave orders 
that ieyetf o f  tnem ihould be fought for j out with an 
exception in iivour o f  Mephibomethj on account o f 
his iatlier Jonathan, being given to the G i
beonites, they were ap^ Sled , and intiitled fuch pu- 
nifliments on them as they thought p ro p er: imme
diately after which, rain fch in great abundance, the 
earth recovered its former verdure, and produced 
the accuftomed«plcnty.

Soon after this event, David marched his forces 
againid the Philiitines, whom he attacked and routed;

*  Thi» defire o f  the people u  btaurifnlly exprtlfed in t  S»m. 
*»i. 17. " T h o ^ lh a ji * 0 1» more out with ut to b ^ lc .  that tha« 
quench noi the light o f  Ifracl.”  D avid, in 2 Sam. jd c \  66. "  Thou 
 ̂ No. «. \

A (>mine 
fu iti *ni rt-
moved by the
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but being too ea ;cr in the purfuit, he wts 
obferved,when; oneand fatigued,byAch- 
mon, the fon o Araph, a man o f  the gi
gantic race (a n ^ d  with a fword, a coat o f 
mail, and a lanct which weighed three hun
dred (hekels), who, turning quirk on the king, beat 
him down, and would infallibly have killed him, but 
that at the inllant camc up Abilhai, the brother o f  
Joab, who Handing acrots the king, attacked and 
jlew Achpion. T he great danger David had been 
in, and his pr*)vidential deliverance, lb much affetlcd 
the army, that the officers infifted on his fwearing 
never again perfonally to engage in war; for tliat tho 
bleffings derived to the naticyi by his government, 
were in the utmoft danger o f  being lolt, from that 
natural Ixravery which led him to expofe him felf in 
fituations o f  the moll iinminent danger *.

Not long after this battle, the Phihllirvcs t»i« 
re-aU'emblcd their troops at G a z a ; on ii««i worfttd. 
which David fent an army« to attack them.
Sobach, the Hittite,' obtained a great cha- 
rafter on this occaiion, by killing, with 
his own hands, fevcralof the race o f the giant*, who 
were equally remarkable for ttrength and lize. In a 
word, the viftory was principally owing to his cou
rage. T h e Philiftines once nriore took the field, 
againfl whom the king fent frefli dctachtBcnts; and' 
in this attack, Nathan, a relation o f  David, perform
ed miracles o f  valour: among the reft, killing one o f 
the braveft o f  the Philiftineain (ingle com bat; where
on the remainder fled, with the lots o f  great uumberi 
o f  their troops.

T h e Philiftines took pofTeflTion o f  a town near wlWre 
the Hebrew* la y ; ana amon^ them wa.s a man dt- 
fcendcd from the race o f the giants, whofe height wa* 
fix cubits, and who had on each foot fix toes, and on 
each band fix fingen. This  ̂ enormous giant, while 
fightin'g at the head o f  his foldiers,' was attacked by 
Jonathan, the fon o f  Shimei, and flain, fighting hand 
to hand f which circumflance went far in the decifiou 
o f the v»ttory, and eflabliflied Jonathan’i charafifr 
as a man o f great courage. ITiis might be callfcd a 
decifive vifclory; for the Phllillincs wanting comaije 
to engage the Ifraelites any moco, the war wat ,at 
end.

T h e  fa«igues and harard* o f  war being nr)W over, 
and the blelfings o f  peace reltorcd, D avid  devoted al- 
mott all his time to  the com pofition o f  pfalm* and 
hymns to the honour o f  G od. T h c ie  being iu various 
m eafiirei, asid adapted to  different tunes, he gave 
dcrs that the L c v ite s  fhould  f in e  them , on th ffabbath , 
and otlier Iblcmn feitivals. T n is  irnging was adeem* 
paaied by m ufical inftrum ents; aniong which* w«r« 
the pialterv', which had twelve ttrings, on. which tllc 
lingers o f  the m e&cian m oved ; an inilrumcnt o f-tcii 
firings, which was founded by touching it with •  
q u ill ; and cyTnbals o f  a great Ixze, made o f brafs.

haft given  m e the (hieW o f  thy falvation,”  cckbrate* the efc?pe h e  
experiei>ced. when on the point o f  being lla in  bjr the giant, abovo- 

‘  roentiocied. .  . . •

)

O o David
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David was now furrounded by mkny men o f  dif- 
tinguifhed courage and honour, among whom were 
ihirty-eight who had become fup/;r-eminently re
markable for their valour : thcfe nv'en fcemed born 
for glorious atchievements, and adapted to give laws 
to empires.
D»vHor.ier. T h c king had now come to a refolution 
th< people to JO number the people o f I frael, to Ice what 
be numtered. j^rccs could be raifed on an emergency : • 
but he did not recolleft an ordinance o f  Mofes, which 
decreed, that, on every fuch occafion, (half a (hekel 
for eacli man fhould be offered to G od, by way o f 
oblation. David dilpatchcd orders to Joab to fake 
the account, which fjc declined as an unneceflary 
bufincfs: but the king would not be refufed, faying, 
that he would have it done immediately. Hereupon 
Joab took the advice o f the Scribes, and the heads o f 
the tribes, and a computation was immediately made 
through the whole coimtry. Joab went, at the end 
o f  nine months and tw cntvdays, to the king at Jeru- 
falcm, and informed him that the number of Ifraelites 
fit to engage in war, was nine hundred thoufaiid, ex- 
clufive o f the tribes o f Benjamin and L evij an ac
count o f  whom had not as yet been taken. Four 
hundred thonfand men, he faid, might be muilered in 
the tribe o f  Judah only.

During the progrefs o f  the above bufinefs, David 
regretted the orders he had g iv e n ; and was told, by 
the prophet, o f  thc anger o f G o d : on hearing which, 
he humbled himfelf in anfeigried^ repentance, and 
obtained his pardon in confequence o f  his prayers. 
Soon afterwards, the prophet (»ad came to him, and 
faid, that God gave him nis choice o f the three fol
lowing things, viz. “  A  famine for feven years; a 
flight o f three months before his enemies; or a pef- 
tilence o f three days.” 'I’o choofe either o f  thefe, 
David thought very diflrefsful : “  I f  (faid he,) I lix 
on famine, I fhall feem to regard my ix;ople’s interact 
Icfs than my ow n; for it is ngt likely that I can be 
deprived o f breads I f  my choice be to fly  before 
the rnem y, the appearance will be the fame, as my 
perfonal fafety may be provided for in caflles and 
ftrong fortrefies ; but the third calamity is equally 
threatening to fubjefts, and to their rulers.” W hile 
he was thus deliberating on the matter, the prophet 
urged a fpeedy anfwer; on which the king^faid, “  he 
(hould expeft greater mcrcy from the hands o f God 
than man, and therefore chofe rather to fubmit to the 
peflilence, if  agreeable to the divine will.” This 
His crime anfwcr being given to the prophet^ he 
i»inifhedby• made a report o f  it; foon after which, 

the Ifraelites were attacked with diforders 
equally new and violent, which were attended with 
almoft fudden death, and bid defiance to all the fkill 
o f  the phylicians. Some were affli6ied with fuffoca- 
tions, fome with fwimmings in the head, others with 
dimnefs o f  figh t; others again cither with violent

* U 'idj irfpefl to this crime o f numbering th* jieople, it it the 
opinion o f fomc, that G od, for wife eiwU and purpofes, known only 
to hiinfclf, permitted David to be influenced and perfuaded by 
fome e»il counfellor f  fincc, from Joab'a words on thii occafion, z

gripes, languors, or faintings, and various difeafes, fo 
that they expired at an amazing ra te ; fome even 
died in lamenting the death o f  oth ers: in a word, 
the difcafc fpread fo fall, that feventy thoufand per- 
fons fell a facrifice to it, between day-brea'k. and 
dinner-time. The diforder was now making baity 
ftrides toward? Jerul'alem, when David cloathed him
felf in fackcloth, and dcprccated th e  vengeance o f  
heaven by prayers, and tears o f unfeigned humilia
tion. W hile he was thus en p g e d , he looked up
wards, and behdd an angel advancing to Jerufalem, 
with a drawn fword in his hand. Struck with this 
appearance, he exclaimed, “  Let thy punifliments,
O  Lord, fall on thc fhepherd j but in what hath the 
flock offended ? On me, and on my family, be thv 
wrath poured forth *; but have njcrcy, 1 befcech 
thee, on my people !”

It plcafed.tlie Almighty to put an end Thefa»*ue 
to the raging o f  the peftilence, on the in- 
terceffion o f  David, who w asdiretfed by the nrophet 
Gad to i^^air inllantl^' to the threfhing-floor o f 
Araunah,' and there to offer facrificd, on an altar to 
be ere6led on thc occafion. David repaired thither, 
when Araunah, who was threfhing his corn, obferv- 
ing the king and his Tons advancing, went out to pay 
his obedience. Araunah was a Jebufite, and fo warm 
an adherent to D avid, that he had preferved him at 
the time o f  taking the t itv , as before mentioned.

Araunah now mquirea, if  he fou ld an y way ferve 
David ; to which the king replied, “ I come to pur- 
chafe your threfliing-floor, on which to build an altar, 
and facrifice to G od.” “  Not the threfhing-floor 
only, (faid Araunah) but my ploughs, m y oxen, and 
m y burnt offerings, are all at the fervice o f  my king, 
without expence; and J prav that your fa.crificc mij^ht 
be acceptable to G ofI*” 'th is behaviour charmed 
David, who faid it would be wrong to offer a facrificc 
which coft him nothing; wherefore he muflpurchafe 
the floor, for which he gave fifty fhekelsoffilver. This 
being done, David was reftored tr> thc favour o f thc 
Alm ighty, after facrificing burnt offerings,and peace- 
offerings on the place. This was the very fpot on which 
Abraham would have offered up his fon Ifaac, but for 
the intervention oftheangel,and the appearanceof tlie 
ram in his place; o f  which we have already written.

T h e p rayerso f David being heard, and D . r i d  f K ? i .  

his facrifice become acceptable, he deter- 
mined to give the name o f “  T hc A ltar of, the Peo
ple,” or “ The Ifraelites’ Altar,” to the whole place, 
and thereon to caufe a t a ^ l e  to be ere ife d : and 
this refojution was llrenj^mened by one , o f Gf>d’s

Krophcts, who preditled to David that the temple 
lould be built by his fuccefl'or. Hereupon David 

gave orders for numbering thc flrangers in his do
minions ; who. appeared to oe about one hundred and 
eighty thoufand, o f  whom one hundred thoufand were 
employed to carry materials for building, and eighty

Sam. x x ir . 3. it feems plain, that the matter had Leen privioufly 
debated in the council, and that though Joab oppofed the art, vet 
David was iliriud up to perform it, by the pcrfuaUon o f fame other 
perfon. c

3 ‘ thoufand

./
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thoufand to do the flone.work : bcfides which, thirty- 
five thoufand were directed to atl as ovcri'eers o f the 
workmen. Valt numbers o f cedar trees, the largelt 
and beft that could be got, were ijrocured from T yre  
and Sidon, and an immenl’e quantity o f  iron and brafs 
was brougiit together on the occalion. T o  his par
ticular friends David uled to lay, that thefe thnigs 
were only procured in readinefs, agalnlt the time his 
Ion might want them, which jvould forward the work, 
and fave much time and labour : but that his fon was 
not yet o f an age to engage in fuch an arduous ta(k.

C H A  P. X.

SO LO M O N  recdvfs DircBAom f r o m  his Father con- 
ctrning (he budding o f a Temple. A D O N ljfA H ,  
D A V lD 'i  fourth Son, xifurps the GiwrnmtiU. DA~ 

, -VID nominaies SO L O M O N  his Sacce^r.

•Di.id iiv« \ / f  A 'IT E R S  were thus fituated, when 
d ire c i io m  to r  I V X  David conjuianding the prefence o f 
huiidmg u»e i,is fon Solomon, enjoined him ftritlly, on 

J,is advancement to the throne, inflantly 
\o  fet about the buildingof a temple for the adoration 
o f  the Divine Being. “ This (laid Davidj I would 
niyfclf have done, ljut that my frequent wars having 
marked me as a man o f blood, the particular coiu- 
inand o f  (rod prevented my proceeding in it, and 
deftined it for you.” Now o f Solomon it was fore
told, that he fliould be a prince o f  peace ; that he 
fhould be taken under the peculiar protection o f the 
A lm ig h ty ; that under his government the fubjetls 
fliould nQt only be- free from foreign wars, but live 
without private quarrels and animohties. Then D a
vid, addreffing his fon, fpnke t<) the following pur
port ; “  As it was ])reditled before your birth, that 
you fhould wear a crown, a£l worthy o f that diftinc- 
tion: let piety, fortitude, and julUce, govern your 
a tlio n s; let the laws, traditions, and commandments 
o f  Mofes be revered by you ; neither violate them 
yourfelf, nor permit others to do fo. W ith ivgard 
to the building G od’s temple, let no difficulties pre
vent your proceeding in it. 1 will take care, that at 
the time you afcend the throne^ all the materials fhall 
l)C ready for the beginning o f it. Ten thoufaiul ta- 
jc n is o f  go'd, one hundred thoufand o f filver, befides 
an incredible ouantity o f  iron, timber, and flone, are 
already provicled. You will rind no want in fupplies, 
and thoul'ands o f  niafdtm and carpenters fhall wait 
your conunands. Let ?he whole work be condutted 
with care and expedition; for, on its being com
pleted, you need not d(Mtbt but G od will contmue to 
you his protetUon and blefiing.” .

Having thus fpoken, the king gave it in charge to 
the princes, to aid Solomon in the advancement o f 
this w ork; and, in prcfelence to every other con-

_* Galen obfcrves, that the application o f  any y ^ n g , wholefome 
aninul to the Aomacli, is the molt eEcilualincthud ol^iocuring heat

cern, to attend i le duties o f religion, fince that w o u ld
infallibly fecun 
nity. JDavid ‘ 
was completed.

peace and prolperity to the commu- 
ewife ordered, that when the temple 
the ark, with all the holy veflels and 

utenfils theremito belonging, fhould be placed there
in ; which, agreeable to the commands o f  God deli
vered to their forefathers, ought to be done, fince 
they had been enjoined to raife a temple immediately 
on their arriving in the Land o f Promifef David laid 
thefe inJuntUons etu ally  on his fon, and on the 
prince.*! who^attended him.

The king had now juft completed his feventieth 
year, but was fo debilitated by a complicatioti o f dif- 
orders, that his blood was almolt fiagnated, fo that 
he could not get any vvarmtTi from all the clothes 
that cpiild be lairi up(>n his bed. On this occafion, 
a confultation o f phylicians was held, who were una- 
nimoufly o f  opinion, that nothing was fo proper in 
his dilbrder, as the deeping with a healthy young 
perfon, the genial heat o f  whole body being com
municated to the king, might relieve nature, without 
doing it any violcjice. Hereupon a maiden, named 
Abifliag, famed for her healtli and delicacy, w;ls put 
to bed to David, to lie bv hin.,and keep him warm*; 
which fhe might do wiilt per/'ed innocence, as the 
kin^ was paft the age o f  temptation.

1 he next fon that David had, after Ab- Adnntjth iif- 
falom, was A'donijah, whole mother was p'«‘ “• 'i>« 
named Haggith. This youth was not 
much unlike Abfalom, eiti;cr in height, comelinefs, 
or ambition. Sbon after the death oTAofalom, Ado- 
nijah feemed to have an eye to the fuccefTion, and 
took great pains, by himfelf and friends, to make a 
popular intereft. He furniflied himfelf with horles, 
chariots, and guards, keeping a fuperb equipage; 
nor did his father reltrain him in this mode o f pro- 
ceedrtig, or even inquire the reafon why hc livea in 
fueh*pon»p. Joab the general, and Abiathar the 
high-prielt, were the principal adherents to Adoni- 
ja h ; while Nathan the prophet, Benatah the captain 
o f  the guards, Zadock the high-pried, Shimei, and 
the officers in general, took the part o f  the king.

In the fuburbsof Jertifalem, not far from the foun
tain in the royal gaid' iis, Adonijah prepared a 
fumptuous entertainment, which he invited all his bro
thers to .partake of, exceiH Solonum. Joab, A bia
thar, an(f the principal men o f the tribe o f  Judah, 
were alfo prefent; but neither Zadock, Nathan, He- 
naiah, nor a man o f their party, had any invitation 
given them. 'I'his affair being reflected on by Na
than, he faid to Bathfheba, Solomon’s mother, “ Ob- 
I'erve how Adonijah is already allhming the llate o f 
royalty, while David is ignorant ofhfs proceedings; 
it becomes you, therefore, equally for ycMir own 
fake and your io n ’s, to interell yourfelf in this bufi- 
nefs. G o then to David, and, when alone, remind 
him that he has fworn th it Solomon fhall be his 
fuccelTor; adding, that Adonijah behaves as if  he

and health. T h e advicc o f  David * pliyficians, therefore, was f»- 
lutan-.

wâ
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was already king. During this difccM 
into the room, and confirir  ̂ what you 
vice plcafed liathflieba, who fouRht

rfi.*, I will come 
lay.”  This afl- 
ithc king, jiaid

ker refoa£ls, and obtaiaing permiiru)^ td deliver her 
ufincls, did it as Nathan had direm^i j'^rccounting 

the ftory o f  the entertainment, who were i’Mitcd,«TO 
who were admitted i adding, that the p w lic  were 
anxious to know whom lie would ap p oi^  to I'uc- 
ceed him ; anid that the life o f herfclf and mn refled 
on, the event. A t this moment.Nathan’s attlpdance 
was announced to David, and^orders being gi*en for 
his immediate admiffion, he fahS to the king, w d i an 
air o f  ailonilhmtiit, “ ,Ha,Ve you this-day tran«fcrred 
the fovercign rule to Adonijah, an«l appoiutcjft him 
to fucceed you ?” Tli(? propb^ then told him V  
fcait, who were invited, afid|SlTa4 eFt ufTafkrd: yw\nd 
there are they (laid Im;! fe a flin ^ p d  'cafbuf||i^vj»i»d 
drinking healths to Adoni jah, ■qfcir new fovereign; 
but for me, and the h igh -pr^ ft^ ad ock, and your 
tijiptain o f  the guards, B inai^i, we were utterly un
acquainted witn the affair, rffow I would advife 
your majcfty to fignify to thi? public, whether thefe 
procaedmgs have the fanftion or your approbation.” 
W lien the prophet came inVBathiheba had retired, 
and being now fuirmioned to appear, the king faid, 
“  T he oath I formerly made to you, Bathflieba,! now 
repeat, in tlie prefence o f  Alm ighty God. Solomon, 
your Ion, flxall fucceed to the g^jvernrficnt, and this 
day ihall thc.bufincfs be accomplijhcd.*’ Hereupon, 
U»tUihcba wiQicd the kins longJifc, and departed. 
n»»id«p. T he king: infenlly  fending for Ziadock 
p*i«isSoio- and Benaiah, defired them to accompany 
Wflfcr*’*’ Nathan,, and, being, condu^:l^ by the 

guards, place Solomon on the king’s mule, 
and attending him to the fountain, callea Gihon, 
without the ctry, anoint him with holy oil, and pro
claim , him "king. .David likewife- farther orrlferrd» 
than he lhould he earned through the city, cTcftrted 
by troops, and attended by crowds, crying, “  jL.one 
Uve ki«g Solomon !” that his having boen appointed 
to luccced to the throne, might become'a. matter o f  
the moft public notoriety. Finally, David cora- 
manded Solomon to rule oyer all his pcDplt witU the 
i, t̂moit regard to the prineipJes crt’ equity and reli-

6ion. A  prayer to G od, for a blefltng on Solomon, 
ci«g now proiK>unccd by Bcnaiah, tlvey all (kparted 

to cxccute the king’s commands. .
Solomon being placed on the k i l l ’s mule, was 

attended to the fountain, anointed, arid accompanied 
back, again, amidll the Ihouts o f  the people, who 
prayed that,his reign might be long »nd prmpcrous. 
H e was now conducted to (he palace, iikd (rated on 
the throne o f  Davi^ ; which being done, the whxile 
city joined in fcllivily^ ai>d nothmg was to be feen

•  Though no precejit in the law tntkes the altar a privileged 
place, the Jew*, in conformity to the cuftom o f other naiiona, 

have confideccd it as fuch. But tlw queiHon is, to wbat 
altar Adonijah fled ; whether to the brafeR oni which Mofc* made,

' aad which iv*as «ofl  ̂at Gibeon, or to that whiefi'lils father Katrfately 
crefled in the thrc(hiiw-flpor o f  Araunah ? It is ejyiirfsly faid, th«t 
Vc "  caught hold oh titp totns o f  the a l t a r b u t  it is hardly to be

II or heard but fcalling, dancing, and miific, and every 
polTiible demonftration o f jo y . A t this time Adoni- 
fail, with ]oab and his other guefts, who were at their 
feahing, wet*'fo-iOarmed-fti; the fou^ jaLth^ trum- 
pets, ;uid th'e acclamations o f the thafe they .
cjditted^their dinner^, atid while ' thW  wbTe w onder-; 
ing what had hap»tn<jd, JorrdUian,. jhcyfoftjof Abia- 
tharthe high.prlcl^fialpe in,.whofj)^.^dpnjjab rejtwcpd 
to fee, oil thri prefunjption’ ttjat he was tl)c i^^efl'ettaer 
o f  goodiu'WSj but .Ifm atbinhadn^ f^BHera^quaiijit- 
ed them With the rtrdeVs iffaed bytH^' king, itid V(hat 
honour diad hecn'd(Jri^'td S'oloiriftn, cpmp^ny
left the\ citfrTtai^iVie^t, and p' *̂̂ Hl^W^■^Tra t̂edf to 
d\;qir own houfcf̂ .̂  Adoiijjah alt^HeV'Wiu- fch.'

Tcirtus that the nattii'tf'rtrhis crinie Tca^ciSly", m i u  t tf S o lo -  

left h o i^ fo r  m cfcy, fled to the ,
the altar fdr fanauaxy *, ^ntVthcm T61' f e -  1
cd forgivenefi. A'! foon as Soltnnon was ^old h<i»w 
Adonijah had difpoft*d o f hijjii’clf, and that lie expefcl- 
ed fome fc c y ity  thar hiir pardrniHiould'be granted, ■ 
he, with an^tjual d e g r rr r f  inercy and prudcnce, fcnt 
him a pardon for all pafl tranfgrenions, attained w&h 
a hint to him, to bt exlrtmt^^y c«utioUV injij^ future 
conduft; for that in cafe o f a hmilar behaviour hene- 
after, he mull certainly abide t’ne fatal confequence. 
Adonijah being brought from tlie place o f his retreat 
to the palace, made his fubmiffion to the new k ii^ , 
who told him to return in pcace p  his own habita
tion, and hereafter to behave like a good fubjeft, 
which he would BikI greatly to his advantage.

C H A P .  XI.

The dying Counfel, Prayer, Farewtlly Dtatk, af̂ d 
Funeral o f D A V ID . The Siege o f J E R U S A L E M  
by A N T iO C H U S.

Af t e r  having given ample dirtffctions for build
ing the tempW, and commanding the great men 

(if Ifratl to aflilt hi.s fan Solomon in a work which lay 
fo near his heart, David, being heavily oppreifed by 
the infirmities o f age, judged him felf on tnc point o f 
diflblution; and having called Solomon into his pre- 
fence, he ad d re^ d  him to the fo ^ w in g  eH ett: “ ;I 
am now preparing to depart to a woVld, whither, in 
due time, you mutt follow. T o  die, is to pay f*K 
common debt o f  nature; and that.debt once paid, 
puts a final p>eriod to all our concerns with this life. 
W hile I have power, I mutt not omit to remind ycHi 
o f the doftrines which I have £0 frequently incul
cated: in the goverimient 6 f tll«f people, fail not to 
oblcrve a ftritl regard to the admmiftration o f pub-

fuppofcd, that the altar' in the threfhing-floor, erefted in fuch ha^e 
with flones and turf, was made ia this form. 'N\'e nwy fuppofe, thj^ 
as l!)avid had built a place for the leception o f  the ark o f  the c o v ^  
Tiant on Mount Z io n , he liad alfo built tV rc  an altar, for the oblation 
o f  the daiiy facrificea, in the cxaft form o f the originai one which 
was then at G ib fo o  j and that it was to this altar that Adonijah fl«d 
for refuse.

lie



-bRAO^HAWS i, *- JosE l’HUS
,'<ir

m s s T A ^ r c K s  a r P z A C E s n r  \ J ^ A R T  0 1 ^

P  A .L  E S T I K E ,
Reduced^toRom auM ilcs,

I^e2 fa m < s t ^ j c td  fy  t i f  M tie s fi& it^Y  

sev era lJ lu tio r j f>Y tvi>o/n n>r

:i.3

3  d ista n ces  iverr fioi'ntrdouf.aj >
Jio£sj)liu« ̂ ul«l>iiu v&rmiuu J^ d oras ,

;— Si cuht s ^^uA-ntaninus. /  ,  wwi^ /-v*.  ̂ k i v '
 ̂ '̂  - rifJk*fy/Hie*trhci’/hirtditvfit‘uA2K/met' j  T ^

\  i>fit^a<(^ittfdare <vpi'<̂ from t^aHcitnt ^  . : / ^  X
\  Jrriianlrm I ^ f r a r y .  v  f  |'
. ]  /  Ti f̂wJ^o/<(arrfi f̂^y^bmJ>iled, ^  -• -ii. • ,

tvitb Jhtfin'}’ent(Hfy.By 
TLoi?B<mrii. _

tj. Jlmvimunvftlu %Ki

/wW'v* yMi>fvlu

MiiitliaJtf

SantjiKActtitetZaJk*

Z T L  O l i T T T I ^

CtifnioikH£
I I ^ ^ i L iOec

JiA-TAJTEA

N.J

M  H  D  I  T  E  R  -  A

t u p  p .  K .  E  i s .

Afl
w  ^  7i \  \ ^

Xfu^u/u

.MivUfhitn

jL F. JSf j/Vtr.r* L.»w.

{̂KttirS.AUCJI

1  I) U M E. ^

Jiti^i*tA.Mu<.t 6giie  aJJ^ref^

J  k> u  y> 30

VjtJiK «fJt.A^HAS 
iHMAtitnm

du l 0/'7‘fl\M

F  ^  J t  T

Aiw ieiU ihuM rj' o f 

du  jyioaihitc* atuL 
IMyianiteji.

O  F

''t..

A  K  A  B  I

j  ie h). 30 4e JO

'  J^cnc^uS^

\JW/»T 

A-y Kiath

/r f/ii

^'v ■
■• V’Kiliki •!



Chap. XI. T II E . A"N T  I Q U I T I  E S O F i « E J E W S . H 9

lie jufUcC; zealoufl)' adore that Eternal Being to 
whom you are indebted hfr the regal dignity, as well 
as for your cxiftcn ce; pay a rigid regard to*his com
mands, as they are tranlmitted to us by M ofcs; £or, 
if  thsough fear, vanity, intcrelt, or any other human 
infirmity, you (hall violate his laws, you mud no 
longer exp ed  a coJitinuaijceoftheprotcfcHonofdivine 
Providence. But if  you rcligiou(lj'*conform your- 
felfto the pleafure o f  the L yrd, the government will 
be eftablimed to yourfelf atid your luccefTors in per
petuity. I mult now mention the iniquity o f  Joab, 
in the an’affinations o f thofe brave warriors, and du
tiful fubjetts, Abner the fon o f  N er, and Amafa 
the fon ot Ithra, whom he cruelly malTacrcd, from 
motives o f  malevolence and envy. I had m yfelf in- 
flitled upon him the punifhment due to his crimes, 
but was rellrained by.a confideration o f  his popula
rity ; yet you may adt towards him as your judgment 
fhall d irea . It is m y requeft, that* you will exert 
yourfelf in offices o f friendfhip towards the fons o f  
Barzillai, the G ileadite; and tiis  I mea/i you fhouRl 
do, as a requital o f  the obligations I received from 
Barzillai, during the period o f  my banifhment; and 
thefc fervices I conlider as a debt which my whole 
family are bound to acknowledge. W ith Shimci, 
the Bcnjamitc, the fon o f  G era, you may find (ome 
proper occalion to^ ccoun t for thole opprobrious 
and unmerited cenfures, during my perfecution at 
Bahurim*. On <kir interview at the river Jordan, 
he obtained m y pardon; but in cafe o f future tranf- 
greffions, you will determine as to the propriety o f  I] 
punifhing thefe injuries.”

Having concluded this tlifcourfe, David expired, 
in the feventieth year o f  his age, after a reign o f 
feven years and fix months over the tribe o f  Judah, 
at Hebron, and thirty-three years over the whole 
people o f  Ifrael at Jerufalem. David was a man

*  This is certainly a blot in the Jaft hour o f  this good man.
H e had fworn to Shimci and pardoned him ; and he now' in a man
ner defires Solomon to find an occafton o f ref'cnge. Alas, how

poflefTed o f evpry qualificatien neccfl'ary to the e x 
alted fUtioii|ivhich he filled. N o man was more re- 
niarkable f ^  hjravery and fortitude; and he took the 
lead in all^angerous expeditions, either for the de
fence or pjF)tt>t;lion o f his people. The valour o f his 
(oldiers vMs more animated by his example than by 
the au lh » ity  o f  his command. He was judicious 
in the anointm ent o f  his council; and pcillefTcd a 
Jingului^cgrec o f  penetration, whereby- he was en
abled A  improve prefent advantages, and obviate 
futiiriiHiHiculpcs. He was o f a temperate, humane, 

able difpofition  ̂ an impartial judge, and a 
us man. His life was i|-ri;proachablc, except-

aiid 
righti 
i'ng i 
The 
o f  a

the cafe c 
ealth h ^  

rint^inn 
, w ) t i a  

the powers o f del 
fucceflbr, depolit 
pulchre; concerni 
about thirteen hun

ba, an d her hulband Uriah. 
e^s;ecded the polfclTioni 

iJ*lremains were interred at 
ccnce o f pomp exceeding 

IV. Solomon, l i i  fon and 
mmenle treafure jn his fe- 

lich itm uftbc obferved, that 
cars after this period, in

the time o f  Hvrcanus tnc high-pried, Jerufaleni be- 
ing befieged by Antiochus, the fon o f  Demetrius, 
he made an offer to abandon the place, in confidcr 
ation o f being paid three thoiifand talents. Hyrcanu.i 
had no refource but in David's tomb, which he 
broke open, and therice took the fum demanded 
for the compofition. Many years afterwards, king 
Herod difcovered a cell, from which he took riches 
to an immenfe amount; ])ut fo deeply funk in the 
earth, and fo ftigenioufly concealed was the place 
where the remains o f David were depofited, that 
both Hyrcanus and Herod were unable to etfefel a 
difcovery. In the tenth chapterof the fixteenthbook, 
the reader will find a particular account o f  H erod’s 
rifling this tomb, where he found much valuable 
treaf^Tre.

frail, how imprrfe^^ the beft o f  men are! What eminent virtuei 
are ditccrnihie in D uvid! how cpntradcd with detedable vices!

. B . O O K . VIII.
T R A N S A C T IO N S  from the Y E A R  of the W O R LD  2931, to 3048.

C H A
S o l o m o n  Juattds to the Throne  ̂ and canfa 

A D O N IJ A H , J O A B , and S H IM  E l  to be put 
to Death. He transfer i the Sacerdotal Dignity from  
the Houfe o f I T  H A M  A R  to that o f P H IN E H A S .

S
O L O M O N ,  the fon o f  David, fucceeded to 

the government at an early period o f  life, be
ing inveded with the regal autl^ority by the 

appoinmeiit o f  the Alm ighty, and the a ^ w c d  con- 
No. 8. ,

P. I.
fent o f his father. Upon his advancement to the 
throne, he wa« congratulated by the people, who 
expreffed the mod liinguine wifhes that he might en
jo y  along life, and a reign o f uninterrupted felicity.

Adonijah, who, during the life o f  David, had made 
an attempt to polfefs nimfelf o f the governmtjnt, 
adopted an infinuatingaddrefs, in erder ib obtain an 
intereft with Bathfheba, the mother, .through
whofe mediation he had c o n c g iv ^  a dciigo ot proj 

p p * moling
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jijofing' his own intercft. She afTurcd him, that flic 
vould  exert her utmofl power to renocr him fcrvice. 
Baihliieha alfo told him, that (he was ifpolcd to pro- 
inotehis fuit, and encouraged him to hope that the 
king would not rejeft the joint inters^ o f his mo
ther and brother, even nn a fubjeft o f  greater confe- 
qucnce ihan that in quelUon.

Solomon not only refufed the requeft o f  his.mother, 
but caufed Adonijah, Joab, and S limci to be put to 
death ; and banifhed Abiaihar the high-prieft*, for 
attaching him lelf to the caufe o f Adonij^n and Joab. 
Thus, according to the prcdidion o f  God to Eli the 
grandfather o f  A biatlur, the pontifical dignity was 
transferred from the houfe o f ItJiamarto Zadock, o f  
the family o f Phinchas*' Eli was the firll o f the houfc 
o f  Ithamar invefted with the facerdotal fu n ftio n : 
and from his time, the following perfons o f the family 
o f  Phinehas led private lives; Boccias, fon o f 
Jofeph; Jonathan, o f Boccias; Maraeoth, o f  Jona
than; Arapha, o f  Maraeoth; Architob, o f  Arapha; 
and Zadock, o f  Architob.

C H A P .  II.
S O L O M O N  marries the Daughter o f the King o f  

E G Y P T . The Gift o f Wifdom beflowed upon him 
hy the Almighty. Wonderful, StruSlure o f the Temple. 
He builds a Juperb Palace; and ereas Fortificati
ons o f great Strength f o t  the Defence o f J E R U S A 
L E M . He vanquifhei the C A N A A N IT E S . His 
immenfe Riches. He degenerates into Idolatry. 
E vil Confeqacnces o f his MifconduB.

V a r io i B t r tn r .  
k A io n s  o f  
S o lo n o a .

'  I ’ H E  regal authority o f  Solomon was 
A  at this time perfeftly eftabliflied; his 

people were reconciled to the govern
ment ; and his enemies acknowledged the [upcrio- 
Tity o f  his power. During this ftate o f  uninterrupted 
tranouillity, Solomon contrafled a marriage with the 
daugnter o f  the king o f  Egypt, enlarged and con- 
fulerably ftrengthened the walls o f  Jerufalem, and 
applied himfelT to the diltribution o f  public juftice. 
H is early tim t o f  life was no obftruftion to an unre
mitting obfervance o f the duties o f  his exalted ftation, 
and a religious conformity to the inttruftions o f his 
dying father. In fhort, his mdgment and penetra
tion were arrived to fuch a ftate o f  maturity at this 
early period, that they would have done honour to 
the gravity o f  age and extenfive experience.

ScMomon now determined to humble him felf in 
prayer, and perfdrm facrifice to the Lord, in gra- 
titude for the blclTings he erijoyed ; and having re
paired to H ebron, he made an oblarion, confifting 
o f  athoufand viftim s, upon the brafen altar ereded 
b y  Mofes. This inltance o f  piety proved lb agree
able to the Almig-hty, that on the following night he

*  T h e c i le f  piiefts were apixvintal by th e k in g i, and were re- 
ffiOTcd cij; luit to death by them o a  account o f  any CDonnous ciim e.

vifited Solomon in a dream, and afTured him that he 
would grant whatever he fhould requcil. He deter
mined that the objcQ o f his choice (hould be what 
the bountiful Donor would bellow with the greatell 
fatisfaftion ; and, at the fame time, an acqiufition 
.of fingular advantage to him felf; and he petitioned 
the Lord to the following e f f e f t “  Grant mu, (.) 
G o d ! a juft coinprehcnfion o f  things and a perfefct 
judgment, that in the government o f  the people I 
may invariably regulate 'my conduft by the rules o f  

. truth and juliice !” This proved fo agreeable to the 
A lm ighty, that, in addition tp the blelling o f  greater 
wifdom than ever man polfefled, he promifed wealth 
and glory to Solom on; and, or condition o f  his con- 
formmg in all things to the divine will, and following 
the virtuous example o f his father, the fovereignty 
fhould be continued in his family for many genera
tions. Solomon awaked upon hearing thele affur- 
ances, and haviAg worlhipped the Lord, and offered
thankfgiving^ he returned to Jerufalem, where he 
{Jerformed larcrif 
people.

:rificc, and gave a general feaft to his

T w o harlots appealed to the king on the following 
occafion : T he complainant related, that fhe had 
dwelt in the fame loagihg with the other woman ; 
that while fhe was afleep, the defendant took her in
fant from her arins, and in th ^ la c e  fubftituted the 
body o f  her own'child which fhe had overlaid andi 
fmothered; that early in the morniing fhe difcovered 
the fraud, and earnettly pleaded to have her child 
returned, which fhe iniallibly knew to be her own 
from certain marksj .but that her opponent perfifled 
in ^  refufal. She f'aid fhe had no witnefs to fupport 
her caufe, but fujwlicated the king for juftice. Solo
mon afked the defendant what plea fhe had to offer 
in extenuation o f  the charge. She refted her de
fence on the affertion that the complaint was ground.- 
lefs, and that the living child was the ifjue o f  her 
body. T he firmnefs with which each party fup- 
ported her depofition induced the auditors to fuf- 
pend their judgment on the ifTue o f  the caufe, which 
at length was determined by the followir^ happy e x 
pedient. Solomon commanded the living and the 
dead child to be produced, and that with his ftvord 
one o f  his guards fhould cut the bodies exactly in 
halves, one half o f  each to be given to each woman. 
Hereupon, the mother o f  the living child wept moft 
bitterly, earneftly fupplicating that this fentence: 
might be reverfea, ana declaring, that rather than 
the infant’s life fhould be f'acrificcd, fhe would relin- 
quifh all claim in favour o f  the other woman. T h e 

' prcu:nded mother appeared to be fatisfied with the 
judgment, and even to enj(W a cruel pleafure in the 
diftrefs o f  her adverfary. O n this evidence o f  ma
ternal affeftion and natural tendernefs, Solomon af- 
figned the child to the real mother; and he feverely 
reproved the iniquity o f  the other woman in having 
endeavoured, after the lofs o f  her own child, to

and. in order (hew th«ir inferiority, always appeated ftamdiag 
in the royal p cfencc.

j cffea
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efFeft the deftruflion o f that o f  her friend. T h eco n - 
duft o f  Solomon on this occafion was confidered as 
fo Angular an inftance o f  his ftgacity and penetra
tion, that from this time he was honoured as a king 
aftin^ under'the immediate diretlion o f  the fuprcme 
Being*.

Upon the acceffion o f  Solomon^ to the throne, 
Hiram, the king o f T y re , fent an einbafly to congra
tulate him on the occafion, ^nd to exprefs the fatif- 
faflion he enjoyed upon the government being con
tinued in the family o f  David, for whom he had en
tertained a great friendfhip. Solomon fent the fol
lowing letter by thefc embaffadors.

" K in g  SO L O M O N  to King H IR A M , greeting."

Solaoon’i  
m eflaie to 
H iram , k in | 
o fT y r e .

wars o f  his time compel 
holy work, which he le

“ M Y  father David, be it known to 
thee, O  king, long entertained the dehgn 
o f  conftrutling a temple, and dedicating 

\onour o f  (?o d ; but the 
ed him to decline this 

to be compleated by 
me, during a ftate o f peace, accordii^  to the pre
diction o f the Lord. Praifed and Dlefled be his holy 
name for the prefent tranquillity o f  my reign. B y  
the divine affilUnce, I fhall avail m ylelf o f  the op
portunity that is afforded to profecute this impor
tant work. I therefore rcqueft that you will permit 
fome o f your people to accompany my fervants to 
mount Libanus, and there affili in cuttmg down ma- 

9  terials for the intended (Irufture; the Sidonians hav
ing more judgment in that bufinefs than we have. 
Such rewards as you may judge to be reafonable 
(hall be given to tW workmen.”

Solomon’s letter proved highly fatisfaftory to 
Hiram, who fent the following reply.

“  King H IR A M  to King SO L O M O N ."
%

Htrtm’t «. “ N O  circumftance could have afford- 
«r, ia an. cd me greater pleafure, than that 1 ex- 

perience in confequcnce o f the govern
ment o f  yourblefled father being transferred to a fuc- 
celfor o f fuch eminent virtue andwifdom. Praifed be 
the name o f the Alm ighty, f»r the *gracious provi- 
deiKe minifefted in this happy event. Y ou r rcqueft 
ihall be chearfully granted. Such numbers o f the 
fineft cedar and cyprefs-trees as you may have occa
fion for, I will order to be cut down; and they fhall 
be tranfported to fuch forts as you may appoint, 
whence they may be conveycd to Jerufalem by your 
own people. In exchange for this, if  you will fupply

'

us with fuch a proportion o f  corn as may be conve
nient, it will be confidered as a particular obligation; 
that bein^ an article moft wanted in this ifland.”

Hiram s letter proved fo agreeable to Solomon, 
that he order/d him an annual prefent, confiding o f  
two thoufand m cafures,of wheat, two thoufand vef- 
fels o f  oil, and two thoufand velTels o f wine, each 
veffel containing feventy-two quarts. T.he friendfhip 
thus commenced between the kings, daily increafcd^ 
and was manifelled by a conflant interchange o f offi
ces o f kind*iefs.

Solomon commanded thirty thoufand workmen to 
be felefted, ten thoufand o f whom he ordered to cut 
wood upon mount T.ibanus. for the fpace o f  one 
month, at the expiration o f which time tney were to 
be relieved by a fecond ten thoufand, who were to 
do duty for a like period, and then to be fucceeded 
by the third ten thoufand. Thus they were at liberty 
to remain at their refpeftive habitations for two 
months, and, according to the rotation, every fourth 
month they were to return to labour. Adoniram 
was appointed fupcrintendent or fhfpeftor-general o f  
thcfe workmen. There were befides, feventy thou
fand foreigners, whom David had infencied for 
conveying»ftones and other materials, eighty thou
fand mafons and ftonc-hewers, and thirty-two thou
fand ovcrfecrs. T hey were ordered to fearch for the 
largeft itones for the foundation, and to prepare 
them for ufc on the mountains wViere they were pro
cured, andthe« to convey them to Jerufalem; and 
in this part o f the bufinefs, Hiram's men were com
manded to affi ft.

Solomon began this important under- ŝ iomoo b». 
taking in the fourth year o f his reign t ,  fin* to im.M 
and in that month which is called Arte- 
mifiivs by the Macedonians, and Jar by the H e
brews; five hundred ninety-two years after the Ifrae- 
lites had come out o f  E g y p t; one thoulknd andi 
twenty vears from the period when Abraham re» 
moved from Mefopotamia into the land o f  Canaan ; 
fourteen hundred and forty years after the flo od ; 
and three thoufand one hundred and two years from 
the creation o f the world. It was two hundred years> 
after building the city o f T yre, and in. the eleventh 
year o f the reign o f king Hiram.

T he fftundation was funk to an.aftbnifht- in 01**0. 
ing depth, and compofed o f llones o f fin- *“"*• 
gular magnitude, and fo hard, a quality, at to rcfift' 
tne worm and the inclemency o f the weather; and 
being clofelv mortifed into the rock with great inge
nuity, they formed a bafiii adequate to the fupport o f 
the intended ftrufclure. The temj)le wa* fixty cubit* 
high, and fixty cubits alfo in length, and the breadth

*  T he wiiUom o f  this king, in determining the cafe between 
the harloti, is fcarcely to be p^raMeled. H e difcovered a great 
penetration into the hidden leceflet o f the heart, and the dircovery. 
made in confeouence preved it to be genuine.

t  I f  it (hould be alked, why Solomon did not b a in  the buiklin^ 
o f  the temple fooner f it may be anfwered, that t fe  materials hit 
nthct had provided lay tudc and u a f a f l u o D c d ,  a n d ^ ^  coniidezable

diftance:- thi* time wa* therefore requifite to form them intoexaft 
A’inmetry and order; efpecially.as thevery ^lonei,, which made the 
foondation. were probably vaft block* o f  marble or'porphyry, and 
all polifticd in  the moft eatqoifitt manner. Abatbinel leJU u i, 
that Solomon would not make ufe o f what his father; had prepared ; 
and therefore tour yearscannot be reckoned an unreaibnabk t in e , to 
gather gold aod iUvcx fu&cieut to defray fo vaft aaexpC K C.

-was
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w:is(wfiity cubits; above this, was aipothcr ftage, o f  
«‘(|iial dimcniions, Co that the heigiu of the whole 
lln id u rc was ohk bundled and twenty cubits. T h e 
ualls were; compofcd entiri-ly o f  white Uone ; and 
the front o f  the iiuilding M'as towariis foe eafh T he 
porcli was twcntv cubits iu jc n g th , ti n in breadth, 
and one hundrecl and twenty in height. Round the 
outward waU-s were crctted thirty cflis, or fmall 
houles, coinnuinicating with each other, and form
ing galleries, and at the fame time anf^wecing the 
purpol'cs o f bultreffcs, by fupporting the v;alls. Thefe 
cells were each five cubits broad, and o f the fame 
length, and twenty cirbits high. O ver thefe were 
two other floors o f thr fame proportion, and the 
uppermoll o f the cells were on a level with the lower 
(lory o f the fabric. T h ey were faflened together by 
large beams, fo difiofed as to make them appear o f 
one picce, and as i ' they gave additional flrength to 
the walls. Under the beams was a variety o f  carving, 
gilding, fret-work, and other curious ornaments. 
The walls and cielings w'ere lined with cedar, and the 
vainfcots were enibelliffied with a profiifion o f fplen- 
flid ornaments o f  the pureft gold. T h e fabric was 
cotnpofed o f  floncs poliflied to the utTiK)fl degree o f 
e xcellence, and put together with fuch aingenuity, 
that thA fniallcfl crevice was not to be perceiven. 
T h e  whole, in fhort, was fb wonderfully executed, 
that it appeared to be the effefcl o f  divine provi
dence, rather than o f human art.

The fecond flory had rtot, like tlip lower part, a 
large door towards the call, but feveral fmajl doors 
were made to enter from the fides. T he king caufed 
winding flairs to be cut in the wall, which flairs led 
to the upper part. T he temple was intircly lined 
with ceuar, and the timbers were joined oy iron 
cramps, w'hercby great flrength ana folidity ,were 
given to the building. Solomon caufed the' temple 
to be divided itito two parts, the more inward o f, 
which was a fpace o f twenty cubits fquare, called the 
holy o f  holies, and d<xlared to be inacceflible, being 
particularly C()nfetruted to the Alm ighty. T he 
other fpace o f  forty cubits was called the holy tem
ple, and dcflined to the ufe o f  the priefts. In the 
wall dividing the teniple a large cedar door was made, 
and it was richly gilt and carved,.and before it hung 
a veil o f the finefl filk and linen, curioufly'em broi
dered with hiflorical and other reprefentations in pur- 
p k , fcarlct, and a variety o f  other colours, in the 
higheft perfeftion.
T h e  c b e r u -  T he king caufed two golden chcni- 
bim*. bims to be made, and he placed them in
the holy o f  holies, and dedicated them to the Lord. 
T h e y  were each five cubits in height, and their 
wings, which were five cubits long, being flretched 
yut, touched the walls on the nortn diid fouth Tides; 
aiid the other wings, joining each other, formed a

* In Hebrew, the word is ufed to (ignify any great col
lection o f  water*; and in thii place the woid [fca] ftgnifies a
large vetfel containing a great quantity o f  water.' In i Kings vii, i6 . 
w c icad, that thitfea contained thoufand bathi: now a bath

covering for the holv ark. T h e  fupcrb and curious 
w o r k m a n f h i p o f  thelc oherubimi, is beyond the power 
o f dcfcription. The doors were twenty cubits broad, 
and o f  a proportionable height, and overlaid with 
beaten gold; with which precious metal even the 
floor o f  the temple was entirely covered. Before 
the entrance o f j:his place was hung a rich cwtain.
In fhort, nothiiig was omitted which could add fplen-
dor and magnihcence to this aflonifhing ftrudure.

Solomon being informed that a man in T y re , 
named Chyram , was highly ceUbrated for his fkill 
in the manufacture o f metals, fent th ith erto  engage 
him. This man w'a$ alfb an ingenious archited. I he 
father o f Chirani was an Ifraclite by' extraclion, and 
his mother was o f the tribe o f Naphtali. T h e m«fl 
difficult and curious work was affigned to this arti
ficer, who cafl two hollow pillars, the brafs o f  which 
was four fingers thick; they were eighteen cubits 
high, and twelve in circumference. Upon the top 
o f each o f  tbefe pillars was formed a chapiter o f  
brafs, five cubits high. Thefe were overfpread with 
a kind o f brafs net-work; below them were lilies o f 
the fame device, and under thefe, two row* o f  pome
granates depended, an hundred in each row. T he 
pillars were fixed in the entrance o f  the porch o f the 
temple, and that on the right hand fide wi«j: called 
Jachin, and the other ik>az.

Chiram made a vcffel o f  molten brafs, T h e b r a f e n  

bearing fome refemblance to a globe fc- 
vered in the middle, and from its extraordinary 
magnitude it was called the fea. It meafured ten cu
bits from fide to fide, and the metal was four fingers 
thick. It was fupportcd by a twifled pillar, mealur- 
ing one cubit in circum ference. A t the bafe o f  {.his 
pillar were placed the figures o f  twelve bulls and 
oxen, fo difpofed, that three faced the eaff, three the 
weft, three north, and three fbuth. The vefTel called 
the fea*, would contain three thoufand baths; and 
cach bath is eflimated to be nearly equal to ten Eng- 
lifh pottles. H e made ten brafen bafes, o f  equal 
dimenfions, with fquare fules: the lengUi o f  them 
was five cubits each, the breadth four, and the height 
fix. ‘ T o  each bafe were made four pillars-or fupport- 
ers, and the parts which were feparately call, were 
fo nicely compafled and incorporated, that each bafe 
and its pillars appeared to be one entire piece o f  
work. The figures o f  a bull, a lion, ay eagle, and 
other reprefentations, were wrought upon the bafesj 
the pillars, and the plates o f  the borders were 
adorned with correfpondi;ig images. T h e whole 
was mounted on a carriage o f  four wheels, each a 
cubit and a half over; the wheels, fpokes, nave, and 
every other part being cafl, and put together with  ̂
furprifing ingenuity. Emboffed work was intro
duced, in reprefentation o f  hands,‘ flioulders, the, 
paws o f lions, tatons o f  eagles, and branches o f palm-

was the fame with the epbah, and contained eight gallons; fo that, 
according to this computation, the fea here mentioned held fixtecrt 
thoufand galloi^''.

trees.
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trees, for the jpurpofc o f  making good the angles; 
and refls were formed for receiviiig the layers. T o  
each o f  thefe hafcs was made a laver o f the fame 
nietai, being four cubits high, and o f an equal inoa- 
furein  diameter. The lavers, cach o f  which would 
contain forty baths, being placed on the bafes, were 
depofited in the temple ; five being^difpofcd on the 
north, and five on the fouth fide, facing the call. 
T h e brafen fea was alfo d<i;pofitcd in the building; 
and it was afligned to the u fe o f the priefls, who were 
to wafh their hands and feel therein, previous to their 
approaching the altar. T h e lavers were made ufe (>f 
for cleanfiug the entrails and other parts o f the v ic
tims deflined for the holooaufts.
Th e«it> rof H e conftrucled a brafen altar, meafur- 
hrafi ing twentv cubits long, twenty broad, and
ten in depth, on which the burtit-offerings wrre made, 
and provided water-pots, flefli-hooks, and boilers, o f 
the fame m etal; and, in fhort, all the utenfils apper
taining to the religious ceremony. Salomon caufed 
an immenfc number o f taBles to be made o f  various 
forms and fizes, and o f  ineftimable value; and one, 
which was larger than the reft, was entirely compoled 
«)f pure gold, and on this was placrd the Ihew-bread ; 
on the other tables were placed twenty thpufand vef- 
fcls and cups oi gold, and forty thoufand o f (ilyer.
The candle. Ill Conformity to tlie in jmittion given by
f t i c k i .  Mofes, Solomon provided twelve tliouiand
candlellicks, one’ o f them, according to the diretUon 
o f the law, held lights, which were kept condantlv 
burning. T his candl/'ftick was-placed on the fbtuh 
fide, oppofite the table for the fhew-bread, which was 
on the north, and in the middle was the golden altar. 
The ark o f the covenant was kept in the holy o f 
holies, which was divided from the fore-part of the 
temple.
t'upt, &c. Solomon alfo caufed eighty thoufand 
wine cups, ten thoufand goblets, and other veirds o f, 
various forms, to be made in gold, and twenty thou- 
iand in filver. H e aUb provided twenty thoufand 
o f the golden meafures, called the Mofaical Hin and 
Afl'aran, and forty thoufand o f the fame in .filver; 
eighty thoufand golden difhes and plates for fte^ping 
flour in upon the altar, and double that number in 
filver; twenty thoufand golden cenfers for incenfe, 
and fifty thoufand other cenfers fot conveying fire 
fiom the great to the fmaller altar.

‘ Robeiar.d  ̂ This great king further provided one 
mufic.i in. thoufanu facerdotal robes, with ephods, 

rumentj. p | - ( . ( j p n s  (toncs and other appen
dages ; but there was no crown except that on w lich 
Mofes had iiifcribed the name o f the Alm ighty : ten 
thoufand filken vcds, and a like number o f purple 
girdles for the^priefli; two hundred thoufand trum--

S>ets, agreeable to the diretiions o f Moles, and the 
anie number o f filver doles, for the ufe o f the Le- 

vites, whofe ofhce was to- cliant hj'fnns facred to the 
praife o f  G o d ; and four hundred thoufand harps, 
pfalteries, and other mufical mllnunents for accom

• C filcd  alfo “  T he Tabcrnacle o f the Congi^gation," which, 
for the prevention o f  fchifm, and to m;.kc the temple the centre o f

N o. 8.

panying the v^ice, which were formed o f a compo- 
lition o f gold and filver ; in fhort, nothing was on>it- 
ted which wealth and induflry could add to this glo
rious w ork,, to manilVfl the zeal o f  the founder to
wards the ;\/nighty, and infpire others with corre- 
f  londent affections. 'I'hat part o f the temple wherein

■ t le priefls only were to be admitted, was guarded by 
a fence thrt'C' feet h ig li; the fpace whi ;̂h was for the 
reception o f fuch o f the public as came with the pu
rity aiid qualification required by the law, was a 
quadrangi*lar court, with fpacious galleries, and four 
fuperb gates opening to the call, wefl, north, and 
ibuth ; and thefe gates were plated with gold.

For the purpofe o f ercHijig this temple, the moft 
aflonifliing hollows were filled up; for the earth was 
railed four hundred cubits, in order to form it on 
a level witii the furface o f the rock on which the 
building was railed. 'I'he edifice was environed with 
a doid)le cloifler, fupported by two ranges of pillars, 
cach o f which was hewn, in an intire piece, from tlie 
rock. 'J'hcfe cloifters were wainfcotted with cedar, 
the doors were com pofedof filver, and the roof was 
fret work. This ftupendous undertaking was com 
pleted in feven years; and, confidering the magni- 
icence and ingenuity fo allonifhingly difplayed, it 

may ju lly  be faid to have been the work o f ages 
comprifed within that period.

The temple being brought to a (late o f 
perfeilion, Solomon dilpatched letters to 
the riders o f IJrael, and«the principals of 
the different tribes, requeflmg them to 
fiimmon the people to Jcruliilem, in order to view 
the temple, and to affiff in removing the Ark o f  Al
liance thither. In the feventh month, which the 
Hebrews call Thuri, and the Macedonians Hyper- 
bereyafus, the populace aflembled; and this was the 
timp for celebrating the feaftof the tabernacles, wiiich 
was the moft fblenm fcltival obfcrved by the Ifrael- 
it<*s. The holy ark, the tabernacle o f M ofes* and 
the facred veffels belonging to the altar, were con
veyed into the temple by the priefls, preceded by the 
king, the people, and the Levites, who fpriukleu the 
way with the blood o f the victims for facrificc, and 
perfumed the air with incenfe, the fragancy o f  which 
extended to a great diflance; and it was o f fb grate
ful and'revivmg a quality, that though the popniace 
had danced and fung all the way, they reached the 
temple without any fenfation o f fatigue; and they 
concluded that the Alm ighty h*d defcended to con- 
fecrate the temple, which was dedicated to his wor- 
fhip.

Having reached the holy o f  holies, the The «rk, * .  
place dcllined for the reception o f the conveyej to 
ark, the peopjc drew back, and left the 
priefls to convey it info the oracle, where they fixed 
It under the two cherubims, whicli had been made 
with the points o f their wings extending cach to the 
other; ib that the ark, whidi flood juft beneath, ap
peared to be covered and protetled thereby, lii

A |>en(r«it 
fum m A na o f  
t h e  peo p le  to  
J c ru O il tm .

dpvotiou, wai now taken down, and flepofited in thetreafury, where 
it continued till the taking o f  Jerufalem by the Clialdcani.

■ Q  q the
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the aik  were dopofitcd the two tables, which 
had the ten c()iiiniandim;iits engraven on them,as ihey 
had been dt livered byC'iodon mount Sinai. In the 
(iuutnary were alio )lacedthc candlcftiek!., tabic,and 
Rolden altar, difpo ed in the I'anic n i^ n er a!> they 
iu-retofore lad  been in the tabernacle, when daily 
I'acriiices were oU'ered up. D ired ly  opi^ofite to 
the door was, placed the braien altar, that the gran
deur o f  the worfhip on the other fide inight be the 
better leen. In the temple were likewil'e depofued, 
all together, the reniaiiiuer o f  the holy ytcnlils and 
vellcls.

I ’he m od refpetlful* care having been taken to

f ^lace the ark in a proper manner, and the priefts 
)cing retired, a cloud dcfccnded, Ayhich fo oblcured 
the view, tliat they Icarcely faw each* other : but its 
cft'etls were fo benign,.‘hat they appeared as not pro
ceeding from a common caufe, but an intimation o f  
the divine pleafure, and o f the defcent o f  G od to 
dwell in die tentple.
Prayer of As the people were deliberating on this 
Solomon. cveHt, Soloiuon arofe, and with equal 
dignity and devotion, prayed as follow s: “  O  Gofl, 
who dwelleft in eternity, thou who hall created this 
wofId, the heavens, eartli, air, and the lea, from no- 
ih in g ; who fillcH all nature with thine unbounded 
and incomprehcnfible greatnefs; look with compaf- 
lion on us who have built a temple to the glory o f 
thy name. M ay our prayers be heard, O  G od, and 
ourfacrifices accepted: tluKigh thou aft omniprefent, 
be particularly with thy fervants. Nothing is hid 
from thee : Irom thine heavens, then, attend to our 
^letitions. Have mercy upoti us, O  (iod, who heareft 
thofe that conllantly worlhip thee, and reverently 
love and ferve thee.”
His»ddrtf«to 'J'his prayer being ended, Solomoy ad- 
t h e  p eo p le . drcd'cd the pcoplc on the providencj^and 
w w er o f  the Almighty, inforniing them how, in vi- 

:ions and dreams, Itrange things had been made 
known to David his father, refpetting things 5a(t and 
to come, regarding himfelf, the name given lim, his 
fucceeding to the government, the railing the tem
ple, his family being eltablifhed, ati(l the welfare o f 
the people at large : “  And now,.(faid he) as many 
o f  the prophecies are fulfilled, be you thankful to 
the Lord, not only for prefent enjoyments,'•but for 
future promifes; and confider the blellings bellowed, 
as a prelude to greater yet to corac.”

* G od is reprefented in the facred writings both as the tutelary 
deity  and the lupreme magiftratc of the Jew s; in confajucnce o f  
which he governed them by an equal, or rather an extraordinary 
pruvideace. T his extraordinary providencc is reprefented as ad- 
tninillcrcd, i .  Over the Hate in general: 2. Over private men in 
particular. And fuch a reprefeiltation we fhould exjieft to find 
from the nature o f  the republic ; becaufe as an extraordinary provi
dence over the ftate necefforily follows G o d ’s being their tutelary 
«Jcity, *n extraordinary proviclence to particulars follows as necef- 
larily from his l>eing tlwir fupretnc maeillrate. As to this provi
dence over the ftate, it would-be abfurd to quote particular texts, 
when the whole Bible is ont continued hiftory o f it. In this dedi- 

£ation o f  the firil xem^Ue Solonwa addrefTcii a prayer to G od , that the

Thus f a y i n g ,  Solomon lifted up bis 
hand, and lookn^g towards the temple, „tion .nd 
exclaimed, “  What, O  G od! are the moft p«yer 10 
f>lendid works of man, compared with 
t le leail o f thy bounties! How fhalt thou, who want
ed not our feVvices, be requited by thofe who have 
nothing to bellow ! All we can offer is the tribute o f 
our thanks and gratitude, a dillindion by which men 
are honoured above tl;y other creatures; which 
thanks I now render, for myfclf, my family, and my 
people, ibr thy bleflings heaped upon iLs, A ccept, 
then, the words o f our mouths, as the otily prefent 
method o f expreHing our duty, for thy m ercy to my 
late father, who was raifcji by thee from the Iheep- 
fold to the throne, and for thy bounty to m yfclf, in 
the ratification o f thy moll gracious promifes and 
nredifclions. Continue to us, as to a chofcn race, thy 
olelling; may the government remain uninterrupted 
in our family, for a fuccelhon o f  ages, agreeable to thy 
promife to my father David, (irant thi.s, O  G o d ; 
and may my people pofltfs thofe virtues that m av 
make them acceptable to thee. Condefcend, O  G od, 
to make this temple the place o f thy peculiar refi- 
dence. I am fenfible that the heavens and earth are 
too confined for thy m ajelly ; much lefs can a build
ing o f  wood and ilone, the work o f ntortal hands, be 
worthy, o f i t : yet I cannot refrain from imploring 
thy protetlion o f iu Prclerve it, O  G od, from the 
attacks o f  our enemies, and let thy polfeflion o f it 
be its peculiar defence * : and if, in future time, the 
fins 01 this people fiiall call aloud for thy jtidgments, 
let their humble fupplications, and unfeigned repen
tance, in this thy houfe, be accepted as an atonement 
for their crimes. And I implore this mercy, O  G od, 
not oidy for the Hebrews, but for all people who 
lhall worlhip thee in this place. Thus* mall the 
world know that we are thy cholen i)coplc, and that 

 ̂ this is thine habitation; and it will be fccn that the 
Hebrews are devoiitly anxious for a general d)ftri- 
bution o f  thy mercies."

Solomon having faid this, bowed to the 
groun^, and having worfliipped God, 
arofe and offered a variety o f facrifices, 
o f  the acccptance o f  winch proof was 
given, by a flafh o f  fire which dcfccnded 
to the altar, and Konfutiied the facrifices. The multi
tudes who faw this, confidered it a.̂  a token that G od 
acknowledged the temple, and approved thc^ orfliip ;

covenant between him and the people might remain firm and in
violate, and the old oBconomy be ftill continued. Solomon in this 
petition, which w ith refpcft to the given covenant we might pro
perly call a petition o f  rights, fpcaks the langua^  o f  one who ex
tended the temiwral fan^ion o f  the law to particulars and indivi
duals: for he defires G o d , according to the terms o f  the covcnam, 
“  T o  render unto every man according to all his w ays." Bat when 
is.it that he praj-s for the exertion o f  this extraordinary providence 
to particulars ? A t the very time when it is adminiftering to th« 
ftate in gen eral; •' I f  there be in the land famine," & c. T he ne* 
ce(Far) confcquence is, that as fure as Solomon believeil an extnor- 
dinary providence excrcifed to the ftate in general, fo furely did he 
belicv« it cxercifed to individuals in puitieular,

2 which

T e f t i jn o o r  o f  
G o d ’i  a p p ro -  
b j t io n  o f  S o . 
lo m o n V  p r a y ,  
e r ,  w o if a ip ,  
i n d  f tc r i f ic t s .
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which fo tranlported them, that they joined in oHv; 
gcMieral adoration o f the D d ty . Solomon now rc- 
t irncd thanks for fo pcrfctt "a tcRiinony o f  (i»>d’s 
favour, in which he intrcated flhe people to jo in  him. 
He tlTen recomnicndcd conftant prayer to G od, that 
they might Itill cxpcricnce his grace, by living righ
teous and holy lives, according to thi^laws o f  M oles; 
which would certainly render tncm the mod happj’ o f 
all people. He rei«inded tl»em, that their happinels 
could be only fecured by what had acquired it, the 
pradice o f ju fticc and religion. He farther faid, it 
was not fo eafy to keep what they had obtained, as 
to procure what they w anted; and urged them not 
to forfeit, by m iftonduft, what their virtue had ac
quired,
oHeringi. Solomon having finifhed his exhorta

tions, difmifTed the people, after an offer
ing o f  twelve thouland calvcs, and 120 thcnifand 
lambs ; on which all the Ifraelites, with their wives 
and children, were enter-tained, being the firlt bl(M>d 
Thrffaftof llied in thc temprc. Exclulive hereof, the
Mb«rn>ciei. fcaft o f tabcmacles was celebrated, at So-
icmion’s expcnce, before the tem ple; which was very 
f]>lendid and magnificent, and continued for a fort- 
nicht.

T he hurry o f public bufinefs being ended, every 
one thought o f returning home, after acknowledging 
the bcnevoIence, good condu6i, and wifdom of the 
king, and offering prayers for his continued life, and 
the happinefs o f  nis people. T h ey  returned rcjoic- 

[ing, iinging, and prailing G o d : and the tcdioufnefs 
k)f their journ ey was alleviated by the jo y  o f their 
hearts, and the mutual good humour o f the c(»m- 
pany.
fiod .ppe»r. Soon after this, G od appeared again to 
to Solomon io Solomon in his deep, when he heard a 
a*ifion. voice intimating, that his prayers and fa- 
crifices were accep ted ; and that God would picferve 
him, and dwell in his temple, while himfelf, his fub- 
je tts, and their poRerity, continued faithful in wor- 
(hip, a'? his father David had done. O n this condi
tion it was promifed, that he fliould reach the ytmoff 
fublunary happinefs; that the poff'eflion o f  the thtonc 
fliould remain in his fam ily; and that the fceptre 
,'hould for ever be fwayed by a prince o f  the tribe 
o f JUdah : on the contrary, that i<* they fhould de
part from their nrefent worfliip, and leek llrange 
■gods, they flioula be cut off from the face o f tlie 
eartli, and be no more a dilUnft people; but bejj|g 
harraifed by war, and o^her calamities, (hould wan
der as exiles and vagabonds through the world. So
lomon learnt from the voice o f God, that, if  his peo
ple apoltatifed, the new building Ihould be deffroyed, 
and burnt by barbarians, andjerufalem  laid in afhes 
by an unrelenting foe; fo that amazement fhould 
arife from the extremity o f the diilrels, that a people 
lately fo favoured o f  heaven, and fo dillinguimed ny 
theii: riches and fplendor, (hould at once fink to 
fiich utter contem pt: to which themfelves would an- 
fwer, that the forfaking their G od, and abandoning 
the leligion o f  their forefathers, and their country, 
had brought that judgment upon them. •

I

Thc temple being comnle»ed^ Solomon The royil 

began to build a royal palace,Avhich was 
thirteen yei«rs in completing. He was not fo anxim ii 
refjx'iling the latter, as the fonner, which (as we have 
heretofore taiii) was finiffiedin feven y ca rV ‘>wing ii> 
the particular aid and bleffing o f The court
o f Solomon was greatly inferior to the temple, as the 
latter was deJigned for the immediate wofihip o f  God, 
the other for the refidence o f  an earthly monarch ; 
but it was ada|)ted to its defign, and a credit tc> the 
prince and people who built it.

Solomon now repaired the walls o f Je- n«p,irof thr 
rulalem, to w’hich he added-towers and w«iiiofj«ru- 
other fecurities. He likewil<ibuilt, in the 
land o f  the Philiffines, the cities o f Afar, Magodon, 
and Gazara. 'J’his laft city, Pharaoh, king o f Kgypt, 
had heretofore taken, rail'd it to thc ground, and de- 
ffroyed all the inhabitants; but afterwards gave it to 
his daughter, on her marriage with Solomon, who 
caufed u to be rebuilt as a city o f  Itrength. He 
alfo built IJetachora, IJaleth, and other places o f  
pleafing retirement, diifingui/Jicd for go«»d water* 
and pure air. Having taken pollellion o f the en
trance o f  the defert towards Syria, he there eret)ed 
thc fortified citv o f 'I'hamadora, by which name tlie 
Syrians flill call i t ; but thc Greeks call it Palmyra. 
T he city having feveral fprings and fountains, was 
intended for a watering place to thole who palled 
through the defert. It was lix days journey from 
Babylon, two fj-om Upper Syria, and one from the 
Euphrates.

Between mount Libanus aad thc city The C'n«in. 
o f  Amathe, there yet dwelt a number o f  it«i in- 
Canaanites, who refufed fubminion to the 
king o f  l l ’rael; but at length, Solomon compelled 
thenvto pay an annual tribute o f a fixed nunioer o f 
llavos, who were to till thc land, and to do other la
borious excrcife; for the Hebrews engaged in no 
fervile olhces, it being thought diflionourable for 
thofe who had fubdued fo many nations, to do the 
work o f  cantivcj. T he difpolition o f  the IlVaelites 
was turnea to arms, militair exercifes, thc ule of 
horfes, chariots. Sic. The Canaanites were kept to 
eonffant work, and fix hundred perfons wen- ap
pointed to fuperintend them, and to fee ihey did their 
duty. *

A t Ezion-Gcbcr, a bay oT Egypt on the t s «
Red Sea, thc king conllrufleti a number 
o f lliips. This port is now iiafiied Berenice, riml i- 
near tne city o f  Elan, formeily deemed to be in (In- 
Hebrew jurildidion. King Hiram greatly allilled 
king Solomon in preparing his navy, lending him 
manners and pilots, who conducted Solotnon's offi
cers to Ophir, called thc Land o f (iold, where ihey 
colleded four*hundred talents o f  gold, which they 
carried to Solomon.

So great a charadcr had Solomon now t i  If queen 

obtained for his virtue and knowledge, 
that N icaulis, queen o f  Egypt and Ethiopia, “ 
who w'as alfo diffinguifhea for her wifdoni, was de- 
firous o f vifiting him, doubtful if the reports concern
ing him had not exceeded thc fatt. When>flie had

dclibcvuied
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deliberated kmic time on the matter, (he came to a 
n'Ibhilion, and defpifed the inconvenience and dan
ger o f a lon^ voyage, that her judgm ent might be 
convinced f)i'ihc truth o f what flie had heard. Thus 
refoived,-Ihe proceeded towards Jer»»ralem with a 
moft fmaptuous equipage, liaving in her train many 
camels laden with precious ilones, gold, and per- 
f'anies. W hen Ihe arrived, Solomon received her 
with all the ^illinfction due to her high raiiJ< ; and fo 
fa lily  rel'olved the difficult quellions fhc put«to him, 
that ihe was lolt in wonder to find the reaiuy lb much 
exceed the report. The I'plendor o f  the royal pa
lace, the order and reg-ularuy o f the edificc, and the 
king’s fagacious managf,*ment o f the building o f it, 
were all matter o f aftonifhment to her. T h e  grove 
o f  Lebanon, which was deemed the niader-piece o f 
the building, charn\ed her h ighly; nor was-Ihe lei’s 
pkali'd with the oeconomy oi' the houlehold, the re
gularity o f  the entc-rtainnients, and the fingular grace 
which accompanied all that Solomon did. T he fight 
o f  the daily lacrifices, and the devotion with which, 
the pricits and Levitcs performed their worlhip, af- 
Ibrded her great pleafiire. This matter was con- 
llantly in her thoughts ; and when flie had pondered 
on the fubjc'tt a long time, fhe addrelfed the king to 
the following purport;

“  Illufh ious fovercign! There is fo much o f doubt 
and unccrtauuy in common report, that when this re
port verges on the extreme o f good or evil, we are 
conllrained to with-hold cHir affent tp it; but in re- 
fpe£l to your inielletlual faculties and diflinguifhed 
f,lory, common fame, lb far from having exceeded 
ihe fatt, hath fallen far fhort o f it; and 1 am this day 
a witnefs o f that real dignity, which I thought had 
been heretofore exceeded in defcription. The H e 
brews are blefi'ed, the friends and lubje61s o f ^t)lo- 
inon are blefled, who are continual wunefl'es ex’ his 
wifdom; and all praife be rendered to G od, for or
daining fo worthy a princc to rule over this nation*.”

'J'his Ipeech being delivered, the queen prefented 
to Solomon twenty talents o f  gold, befides precious 
Ilones, fpices and perfumes, to a great amount. T ra 
dition liKewife reports, that Ihe gave him* a root o f 
balfam, the firft o f the kind that had ever been 
brought into Judea, where it has fo greatly thrived 
lince that time. Solomon was not deficient‘ in mak
ing proper returns to the queen o f fuch prefents as 
he thought might pleafe her, and he even prevented 
her wifhes in every thing that he conceived would 
yif'td her fatisfafilion. T he queeti returned lo her own 

.country, loon after this mutual exchange o f prelents, 
()UUI biDtighC A t this period, Solomon’s Ihips arrived 
ly i« from from O phit (named the Land o f  G old), 

bringing rich Itones, and great quantities 
o f  pine-wood; which lafl was ufed, partly to fupport

That the government o f  the Jpw s  was only a v ice-ro p h y , may 
be inferred from this circumftante : 'I'hc throne and king'^oiij o f 
ju(k-a is all along e<prefsly declared to be “  G od's ihrone” and 
“  God s kingdom.”  Thus the queen o f  Sheba, w hovifited Solo
mon to be infliufted in his wifdom, and doubtl'ofs had been infonn-

the palace and temple, and partly in the conltruftion 
o f  pfaUeries, harps, and cymbals, on which tlie Le- 
vites fung and played to the glory of God. f o r  fi/e 
and beautv, Solomon had never i(L;cn fuch wood be
fore ; but'it fhould be remembered, that-this h not 
what is ufually called pine, being more glofly and 
white, and liaving fome refemblance in the grain to 
that o f  a fig-trt e.

Solomon received by .this fleet, fix hundred and 
fixty-fix talents of gold, exclufive o f prefents from 
the kings and governors o f A rabia; and the mer
chants had their ufual adventures. T he king order
ed two hundred targets to be caft o f this golcf, which 
weighed each fix hundredfhekeU, and were hungup 
in die principal hall in the grove o f Lebanon. Kven 
the cups that Solomon drank out o f  were made o f  
beaten gold, adorned with ftones o f  va lu e; and o f 
this rich metal, his common utenfils were made. In 
the above traffic, no money p af'ed ; Solomon fend 
ing his own (hips from the fea o f Tarfus, and receiv
ing in exchange negroe. l̂, gold, iilver, ivory, apes, 
& c. This voyage, the going and returning, ufually 
took up three years.

T h e fame of'S olom on ’s wifdom and 
rrandcur was now fo extended, that the TnTprefau!’ 
‘ovcreigns o f  many kingdoms wifhed to f ro m  fo re ig n  

fee him ; and loft no opportunity o f tef- 
tifyiiig their regard by the prefents they fent him, 
which confiffed o f  gold, filver, purple robes, per
fumes, and fpices, with chariots, horfes, and mules, 
the laft o f uncommon ftrength and beauty. T he 
king had now a thoufand chariots, and twelve thoii- 
fand horfes, which were rode by young men admi- 
ra1)ly (killed to manage them. Tliefe youths were 
all dreffed in purple, and when the fun (hone on their 
hair, which was intermixed with threads o f  gold, 
it had a moft beautiful eff'ett. Solomon ufed to ride, 
drefledin white, in a chariot, attended by thele men, 
having arms and quivers, to a pleafaiit houfe he had 
near the city, in which he much delighted, for the 
beauty o f  its gardens, walks, and fountains.

Solpinon was o f  fo quick a penetration, that it msif 
be faid he fcarcely fufiered the moft minute im prove
ment, either for ufe or ornament, to efcape him. H e 
caufed all the public roads leading to the palace at 
Jerufalem, to btf reguferly paved with a black f lo n t ; 
and to this he was induced oy the double confidera- 
tion o f difplaying his own magnificence, awd contri- 
bi^fing to the convenience o f the public. He k(?̂ 3t 
but few chariots at JerufaJem, but difperfed great 
numbers at different towns, which were called the 
Chariot-towns,- and at thefe places they were kept 
free o f expence. T he profufionof filver which was 
at Jerufalem is not to be defcribed; and cedars, 
which had before been known only In Judea, were

ed by him o f  the true nature o f  his kingdom, compliments him in 
thefc words: “  BleHed be the Lord thy G o d , which delighted in 
thee to fet thee "  on his throne,” to be king "  for thc«Lord thy G o d ; '  
as it is read, z Chron. ix . 8.

now
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now to be met with as frequently as mulberry trees. 
He coinmillioned ccrtaiii Egyptian merchants to 
purchafc a number o f chariots, with two horfes to 
each, at the rate o f fixty filver drachmas for every 
carriage and pair of horfes: and theic he (ent as 
prefents to the king o f Syria, and other lovcreigns 
beyond the Euphrates.

It is indifputable that* Solomon wasH i i  difobe«  
d icn ce  to  th e  
d iv in e  com * 
m an d s .

greatlv fuperlor to any monarch who had 
graced a throne, in piety, wirdcmi, ju<lice, 
power, and other eminent qualities : but 

it is equally certain, that by atling contrary to the 
law o f Mofes, and the religious and legal inilitutions 
o f his anceUors, he blaftecl the hopes which his ex
emplary conduft in the early part oi life had in- 
fpired. His ungovernable attachment to women was 
fuch, that, not contented with thofe o f  his own coun
try, he took the I'yrians, Sidonians, Ammonites, and 
otliers, in dirett violation o f the law o f  Moles. The 
prohibition o f the Hebrews intermarrying with fo
reign women, was made oif the wife tonfideration 
that women profefllng an idolatrous religion might 
feduce men from the true G od. Solomon contrafcted 
marriage with no lefs than fcven hundred women, 
who were delccnded o f the moft exahed families, and 
<)i\e o f  them was daughter to the king o f  E gyp t; and 
he had three hundred concubines. So infatuated 
was he by thefe women, that, to prove his tendernefs 
and affeuion, he yielded to their impious examples, 
lie iipfci into A s his age increafed, the powers o f  his 
idoUtry. miud wcrc impaired in nroportion to thofe 
o f  his b o d y ; and as he became inaiH'erent in his duty 
to Almighty G od, he was induced with the lefs diffi
culty to adopt the abominable mode o f worfliip, which 
was cxercifed and recommended by his women *.

His conduQ, in regard to the other fex, was not 
hi? tiyfl breach o f duty, for he tranfgrefli:d the law 
by caufing the figures o f  the twelve bulls to be 
placed round the pedeflal o f the brafen fea, and 
afterwards caufing the lions to be fixed on the fleps 
o f  the throne. In his own faniily he had an 
•►inftance o f the molt eminent piety, honour,^ and 
virtue, in the perfon o f his father, whofe diflinguiflted 
qualities were recommended as an example, by a 
divine vifuation during his fleep, to which he was 
inflru6led to adhere, on the pe^alty erf incurring the 
divine vengeance. H e difregarded thefe inftruc- 
tbns, and^he confequence was an ignominious death. 
Ptoyucy of After this, the Almighty, by the agency
the revolt of o f  a prophct, communicated to Solomon 
th e  ten tr ib e * , (hould *mcct a rctribution for his
iniquities: but that, in confideration o f the promile

fiven to his father, by the Almighty, he fhould not 
e deprived o f  the government, which fhould be

* Had we not tlic authority o f  the facred hiftorian, at well as 
others, it would hardiv be credible that Solomon, who built the 
temple, and confecratcd it by the fineft prayer that ever came from 
the mouth of a mere man; who had fuch frequent vifions o f the Al- 
mighfj', and was favoured with fuch inconteftable evidence o f  the 
natnreof the divine Being j wc fay, after fuch favours and qitali- 

N o .  8 .

I

tranfniitted to his fon, mHo fhould, however, be nu
ll ifhed for the crimes o f his father : the prophet f^r- 
ther laid, that ten o f  the tribes (hould revolt from 
his furcellbr, but that from a regard to his grand
father, and tl> temple at Jerufalem, the other two 
fhould preferye their allegiance. The king became 
exceedingly dUlrefled, in the idea o f being removed 
from the eminence o f temporal grandeur and feli. 
city, to the extrem ity o f mifery.

\ o t  lutjg after this meffage had been 
pronounce^Wjy the prophet, the Almighty •» enfmy to 
was pleafed to'create a powerful and vin- 
d iilive enemy to Solomon, in* the perfon o f Adad, 
who was a native o f Iduma;;^ and a defcendant o f 
the royal line. W hen the Jfraelites conquered Idu- 
ma.*a, Joab, whom David had appointed to the com
mand o f the army, cauled all the males capable o f 
bearing arms, who could be found within the fpacc 
o f  fix months, to be put to death. Adad, who was 
at this time very young, efcaped to the dominions o f  
Pharaoh, king o f  Ep-pt,w ho gave him a gracious re
ception, and, befides houfes and lands, appointed 
him a revenue : and he conccived fo high an e/teein 
for him, that, in procefs o f time, he gave him in mar
riage to his filter Tanhines, who bore to him a fon, 
whom I'haraoh caufed to be brought up with his own 
children. Upon intelligence being brought into 
Egynt that David and Joab were deceafed, Adad re
queued the permiffion o f the king to return to his 
native country; .where he intended to foment an in- 
furretlion, in revenge for the cruel mafl'acres perpe
trated in the early part o f his life. Pharaoh repeat
edly urged him to relate the motive o f  his defiic to 
relinquifh the proteftion o f  his beft friend, but was 
not able to obtain a fatisfaftory reply.

Tht;iniquities o f  Solomon tiow calling aloud for 
vengcmnce, the Alm ighty inclined PharaoTi to yield 
to the fblicitation o f Adad; who repaired to Idumuca 
with a refblution to raife a rebellion againfl Solo
mon ; but, obferving the garrifons to be exceedingly, 
flrong, and the whole country in an excellent ftatc 
o f  defence, he judged that he could not efleti his 
purpofe by furprife; and adjourned to Syria, where 
he united with a man named R c 7 o n ,  the leader o f a 
defperate banditti, who was a fugitive from his nnf- 
ter, Adadtzer, king o f  Zobah. In conjunflion with 
this man, he lubdued that part o f  Syria, and having 
caufed himfelf to be proclaimed king, he commit
ted great flaughter upon the Ifraelites, and obtained 
inimenfe booty, during the reign o f Solomon.

Jeroboam, the fon o f  Nebat, was left at Ahij.h p«- 
an early age to the diretiion o f  his mo- 
ther : and as he advanced towards man- ovenheten 
hood, being oblervcd by Solomon as a

fications beftowed on this man, it almoft exceed* belief that he (hotil J 
fall into idolatry through anv fnare or temptation. Surely, all his 
recollection muft have failed nim, and his memory muft have totally 
deferred him, before he could be guilty o f fuch monllrous ingratu 
tude and wickednefs! Hcnce wc may ice, how frail, how impotent, 
the brighteft and wifcft o f men arc, when left to th cm fdvci!

R  r youth
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youth o f  a generous difpofition, he ap ^ in ted  him 
I'uperintendent o f  the improvements making to the 
walls o f  Jerufalem ; and as a reward for the punaual 
difcharce o f  hia duty in this oflicd, the king inveftcd 
him witn the military conraand o f the inbe oi Joleph. 
As he was departing on Jiiiimb occafion from the city, 
he was met by the prophet Ahiiah, the Shilonite, 
w ho haviiig  ̂callcd liim to a retired fpot, took hold 
his garment, and rent it in twelve parts: he ordered 
him to take ten o f  the picces, a.ccprding to the wnl 
o f  the Lord, who, as a punifhmcnt for haVnig attached 
him felf td prohibited MM)men and ideal ^ods, had 
determined to  talie the government from Solomon ; 
adding, that in confidtvation o f  the nrortiife t9 David, 
two o f thei tribes would continue their allegiance to 
the fon o f  Solomon. T h e prophet exhorted Jcro-' 
boam to the' rigid obfen^ance o f the laws, and the 
pious exarhple o f David>0nd carefully to avoid thofe 
iniquities which had produced the reprobation o f 
Solomon, as the certain means o f  efcaping a limjlar
fate. , , 1 t

This prediQ-ion o f  the prophet much elated the 
fpiritsot Jeroboam, who being naturally o f  a .turbu
lent and ambitious temper, immediately declared his 
intentions, and endeavoured to fpirit up the arnriy 
to an infurre£lion; but Solomon being early ajjpril- 
cd o f thefe pratticcs, gave orders for appreherwing 
h im ; whereupon Jeroboam judged it prudent to de
camp, and he took refuge in the dominion* o f  Shi- 
fliack, king o f Reypt. " , ' , . , „

It is indifputab e that Solomon was the richclt, 
and, if  we except the crimes he was led into, in the 
decline o f life, by his violent'paflion for women, the 
wifeft fovereign upon earth. H aying reigned eighty 
years, he expired at the age o f ninety-four, and was 
interred at Jerufalem*.

C H A P .  III.

SO L O M O N  is fucceeded in the Government by his Son 
R E H O B O A M . Ten Tribes efpoufe the Cavfe o f  
JEROBOAM jbytuhvm  they are /educed to theWor- 

Jhip o f Idols. R E H O B O A M  a^o becomes an Apo- 
Jiate from  the A L M IG H T Y . "•

R c h o V o im  E H O B O  A M , the fon p f Solomon, by
fu cceed s  S o lo -  X v  Naama, an Amraoiiitifti woman, fuc- 
n»on«>kiiig. ceeded to the throne. Upon the deceafe 
o f  the king, fome o f  the principal people ftrongly 
urged the return o f  Jeroboam, who fpeecTily repaired 
toSichem.j- to whTcli'^aTe Hehbhoam had and iad- 
journed for the purpofc Oif declaring himfelf the fuc- 
celfor to the throne, under the fantlion o f  the una

•  Our autiwr't accouo| ii<ftrs widely frptn that, given in fcrip- 
ture o f  the reign aUd'agJi'of Soionion: tlie facred WftorTan inform}' 
us, that he reigned fortv years; which, added to nineteen, the time 
when he fucceeded to the throne, makes his age to be no more thaji 
fifty-nine, a Kings xii. 42.

t  T hey advifc hin»to acknowledge that Lis father bad greatly

H e  c o m m its  a  
fa ta l  e r r o r  h y  
p r e f e r r in g  th e  
co u n fc l o f  
y o u n g  m e n .

nimous fufFrages of the people. Jeroboam joined 
divers o f  the princes and leading people in an appli
cation to Rehoboam, whom they advifed to adopt a 
mild governrhentrobferving that, in iome inflances, 
Solomon had been rather oppreffive; and that inftead 
o f  rendering himfelf an q b je d  o f terror to his fub-* 
hf£ls, his iafcty and happincfs r e q u ii^  him to regu- • 
late his con d u a in fuch a manner as to obtain an ac
quiescence to the mteaftires o f his government, from 
an tinfcign^d aftcftion to his perlon, rather than a 
dread of his power. Rehoboam delayed making a 
reply for three d ays; and this circumuance was the 
foundation o f a jealoufy among the people, who con- 
fidered that an immediate compliance with fo reafon- 
able a requelt, would not have been refufed by a 
prince difpofed to promote the happincfs o f his fub- 
je6ts. T hey reflefcled, however, that the fufpenfion 
did not imply an abfolute denial, and waited the event 
with favourable expeftatiorfs. >

Rehoboam fummoned the counfellors 
and friends o f his late father, and renuefted 
their advice as to the reply he fliouldmake.
T h ey  recommended him to behave with a 
jracious humility on this occafion; ob- 
erving, that fuch conduft would haVe 'a  more fa

vourable influence than a rigid obferyanoe o f  the for- 
malites o f  ftafe. But fo infatuated was this young 
prince by the charms o f his new ftation, that, rejefting 
the whoWqme counfel he had received, he applied 
for the fentiments o f fome perfons o f  bis own age and 
difpofition. T h e y  advifed him to anfwcr, “ That 
they fhould feci more weight from his little finger, 
than they had done from the loins o f  his father; that 
if  they had been opprefled before, the opprefTion 
fhould be increafed; and that if  whips'were the in- 
ftruments o f chaftifcment made ufe o f  by his prede- 
ceUor, he would him felf inflift a more painful dif- 
ciplinc by chaftifing them with feorpionst. In the 
utuioft anxiety o f  hope and fear, the people affem- 
bled on the third day: when the king delivered the 
anfwer, precifely in the words which the young men 
had rccommcnded. Thus, by the provi'- Rtvo'iofthe 
dence o f  the Lord, was the prediftion o f  ten trib«. 
the prophet Ahijah fulfillea. T h e people unani- 
mouuy cried out, “  W e  renounce all allegiance to 
the houfe o f David. I f  it is his defire; let the king 
pofl'efs the temple which was conftrufcted by his fa- 
therybutwe are no longer the fubjefcls o f  IK'hoboam.” 

This was the prelude o f  a general fedition, which 
became fo violent, that upon an officer o f the king’s 
treafury being fent forth to appeafe the multitucfe, 
by^ttnbutiug^the ^aufe o f the revolt to the rafh ad
v ice  o f  foiiic ihconfiderate young men, without per
mitting him to urge any exculpatory arguments, they 
ftonedhim tp  death. T he kuig apprehending that

pp^ci& d tbcm, and at the fajoe time to declare that he would ad 
Ift'a far 'M6 f£  tyrannical and opjiifeffivc manner. But it was (Ull 
worfe, to acknowlcdw that his father had treated the Ifraelites 
like bead* o f  burden, but he would ufc them in a far more cruel 
manner; and infttad o f  common whips, ufc thofe full o f  thoins or 
pieces o f  iron, w hicli would tear their very flefli in pieces,

» a , his

i
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his life was in danger, mounted his chariot, and 
j  expedition to Jerufalem. T he tribes 

o f  Judah and Benjamin continued in allegiance to 
hull, but the others revolted to Jeroboam, and de
clared that they would never ag âin acknowledge the 
fovereignty o f  a defcendent o f  David. Rclu^oam  
multered one hundred and eighty thw»ufand men, and 
with this force he propofed to profecute a.war againlt 
the ten tribes who had deferted his caufe, till he 
(hould compel them to obedience. During the pre- 
l>arations for this intended enterprize, a prophet o f 
God exhorted him notto engage in a Civil war, urging, 
that the defefclion o f the triocs was an event, which 
for ju lt ends had been produced by the providence o f 
the Almighty.
leroboam ef- Jcroboam conftrufted a palace at Sa- 
u b l t f h e i  id o -  chem, where he cftabliQied his refidence, 

and he afterwards built another at Penucl. 
and Bci fi. approach o f the featt o f  the taber-
nacles, he reflefted, that ij” his people (hould repair 
to Jerufalem to celebrate that feftival, the ceremonies 
o f  religion might fo far operate on their minds, as to 
induce them to acknowledge allegiance to their late 
fovereign, whereby both his life and government 
•would be in imminent danger. O n thele confidera- 
tions he determined to ereft two temples, one at 
Bethel, and the other at Dan, which is fuuated near 
the head o f  the Lefler Jordan. Having confecrated 
the golden image’o f a calf in each ofthefe buildings, 
he alfembled the ten tribes under his command, re
duced them into their idolatrous worfhip, and, by 
this aft o f difobedience to the commands and laws o f 
G od, Jeroboam was the primary caufe o f the civil 
wars, bondage and other calamuies, which they ex
perienced, and alfo o f the dcRruftion o f his own fa
mily.
Xa« of Re- T he cities o f Bethlehem, Etan, Tckoa, 

Bethzar, Shoca, Adullam, Ipa, Marelha, 
Ziph, Adoraim, Lachifh, Azekah, Zorah, Ajalon, 
and Hebron, were built in the tribe o f Judah by 
Rehoboam, befides many other towns o f equal con- 
lideration within the tribe o f  Benjamin. He a ^  
pointed governors and eftablifhed garrifons in tliefe 
places, which he amply fupplied with corn, wine, oil, 
and every  other necefl'ary foj- defejice and mainte
nance. T h e  intolerable oppreflion o f Jeroboam oc- 
calioned great numbers o f the priefts, Levites, and 
the laity^ to repair to Jerufalem, for the advantage o f 
paying adoration to the true God, inftead o f  the 
golden calves which their king had compelled them 
to worfiiip -. and in the courfe o f three years, the 
power o f Rehoboam was augmented in a very con- 
uderable degree. T he firit wife o f  Rehoboam was 
his kinfwoman^ and by her he had three children. 
He married another relation named Maachab, who 
was daughter to Tham ar, the daughter o f  Abfiilom ; 
flte bore t® him Abijah. He had eighteen wives, and 
thirty concubines; and thefe women bore to him 
twenty-eight fons and fixty daughters. He intended 
that Abijah fhouldfuccced him in the government; 
aiKi to his care he cntruiled bis ircamre, and ap-

Kointed him to fuperintend his 'fcvcral places o f  
rength. It generally happens, that oroiperity pro

duces a corruption o f manners ; and this was the cafc 
with Rehoboam ; for as his power increafed, he gave 
additional larftude to the praftice o f vice. As it is 
ulual for the multitude to be influenced by the con
duct o( their fuperiors, the licentious example o f 
Rehoboam feduced his fubiefts into a profanation o f 
the commandments o f  God.

C H A P .  IV.

J E R U S A L E M  is hrfttgei and taken by S H IS H A K  
King o f E G Y P T . The Teviple plundered. The 
Death o f R E H O B O A M , ojter rvhom his Son 
A B I  J A H  afcends the Throne, Terrible denunciation 
o j the Prophet A  H IJ A H  againjl J E R O B O A M , 
and his Houfe.

SH I S H A K , king o f Egypt, was cho- * shifh.v in. 
fen by the Almighty as an inftrument vadei jud.«, 

*of vcngcance upon Rehoboam; and not 
Sefoftris, as Herodotus aflerts. W hen fpoiinheiem- 
Rehoboam was in the fifth year o f his i*'* 
reign, Shifhak marched againft him with a nume
rous army, chiefly confpofed o f Ethiopians and 
Africans, and fuppofed to contain twelve hundred 
chariots^ fix thoufand horfe, and forty thoufand foot, 
with which he attacked and fubdued the Ifraelitcs; 
and having eftablifhed garrifons in feveral fortified 
towns, which had furrendered to him, he laid ficge 
to Jrt-ufalcm, where Rehoboam and his people were 
blocTced up.

In this exigency Rehobo.im eameftly fupplicated 
the Almighty to grant him viftory over his enemies, 
but his prayers were rejefted : and to increafe his 
terror, the prophet Sameas informed him, that the 
Lord had cfeterniined to withdraw his protcftion 
from fuch as were degenerated into a ftate ot'apoflafy. 
T he p rop h et’s words had fuch an efteQ on the kiiig 
and tne jjcopie, that they acknowledged thtir fins, 
and that their punifhment was juftly infjifted. Tfius 
reduced to the moll dcfponding (ituation, the king 
was afTured by the prophet that tneir pcnitence would 
be fo far regarded by G od, that he would not fuffer 
them to be totally ruined, but that the Egyptians 
fhould hold them in bondage, in order that they 
might be convinced whether ferving God or man 
was attended with the greater advantage. Terrified 
by this‘declaration, Rehoboam furrendered the city 
upon ccrtain conditions: but, difreprding the artu 
cles o f  the ftipulation, Shifhak plundered the temple, 
and made prize o f all the plate and other troafurc 
which was dedicated to G o a , as well as that which 
belonged to the k in g : he likewife leized the golden

I fhiclds and bucklers o f Solomon: the golden quivcK  
which had been taken from the king of Sophena by

D avid,


