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David,
Villlic*.

W icti Sliifliak liad returned into the land of
Rt*holH>ani caufrd a miinber of lliioldii and bucklers
to be made in brals, and fublKitutcd them in the
place of the j~olden ones which had been taken away.
Tju* fuccet'duiR part of the reign of Rehoboam was
nol interrupted by anv remarkable event ; and he
died at the age of (ifty-feven years, feventeen of
vhich he held tbe fovereign rule. He was a man of
weak inteileds ajul haughty difpofition, tnd fuff'ered
liis kKingdom and himfelf to be ruined ny not follow-
ing liic good advice given him. He was interred
iiuiong tne kings at Jei t.falem, and fucceeded by his
foil Abijah, in the eighteenth year after the ten tribes
had fubmitted to his government.

Let us return to Jeroboam, whofe wick-
cdnefs exceeded all bounds. He daily
fixed up altars in the high places, and
from the lowell clafles of the people caufed
priells to be ordained; for which infults,
C*.od caufed a merited judgment to fall heavily upon
him and his family. At this period his fon Obimes
wasafliitted with licknefs, ana he ordered his wife to
drefs hcrfelfas a perfon in a private fhition, and go
to the prophet Ahijah, mhohad formerly predided
that he ihotild himielf obtain the royal dignity, (io
to the prophet (faid he) and enquire whether the boy
v ill be freed from his illnefs. She followed her hui-
hand’s diretiions, and def~arted for Shilo, where the

het then dwelt. Dunng the time fhc was upon

journey, Ahijah, whole fight was much im-
paired by age, was addrefl'ed by a voice from hea-
ven, informmg him that the woman was coming to
liis houfe, atid upon what occafion; what queltions
Ihe would put to him, and what anfwers he fl?ould
return. When flie aiproached the door, he fpoke
to her as the wife of Jeroboam, and told her not to
attempt to conceal who ihe was, for that the power
who had given him previous information of her ar-
rival, and inlpircd him with what he was about to fay,
could not be deceived. Return (faid he) to your
hufband, and alfure him that the Almighty hath thus
fpoken: “ As | deprived the houfe of David of the
regal authority, and from a mean ftation in life ex-
alted thee to the dignity ofa throne; and as tliou haft,

befides gold and filver to an immcnl'c

Didih of Je.

child fnrvtold
hy the pro-
phet.

* Thefe prodigious treafurcs, which David and Solomon had flreport.

amafled, were a great incitement to Shifhak to undertake this expe-
dition ; and in five ~Nears after Solomon’s death, they were all car-
ried into Egypt. Hence we may learn what little dependence can
be laid on riches, when the poiTeflbrs of them turn their backs upon
God the giver of them, and rejefl his worfhip and fervice.

+ 'I'nc reafon why Jeroboam fent his own >»ife to confult the
prophet at Shiloh, was to keep the whole tranfatlion an inviolable
letret; for had it been divulged, his whole government might
"have been in danger: Iwcaufe, if his fubjefts came to underftand
that he put no confidence in the golden calves, but had rccourfe to
the worlhippnig of Jehovah, they would forfake thefc fcnfelcft idols,
and return to the true worihip of the God of Ifrael, whom they
had fo imprudently forfaken. The queen then was the only iierfon
he could place this confidence in. As a mother, he knew ftie
would be diligent in her imjuiry j ai;d, asa wife, faithful in her

with the greated ingratitude, deferted me, and im-
pioufly put up gods of thy own invention, made by
the hands of men, and preferred them belore the
Creator of the univerfe, | will, therefore, iniinedi-
atcly extirpate thee and thy houfe from the tacc ot
the earth, and give your carcafes to be eaten by the
dog5, and the brcis of llic air; and another king Ihall
be in thy Head, vho (hall not futfcr one man of thy
family to rem ain alive; nor ftiall the people them-
felves avoid punifhment, for they fliall ne driven out
of the happy land they inhabit, and be Icattcred be-
yond the Eulihrates, for imitating thy wickednefs,
and worfhipjiing thy gods in fcorn of me and wliat |
have commanded. Hallcn to your hufhand, and
inform him what | have now related : and as to the
child, it fhall expire the inftant you enter the city.
He fhall bi: interred with a public folemnity, and la-
mented as the only part o Jeroboam’s family who
had not merited reprobation.”

TerriHed at what Ahijah had faid, fhc departed
with the utmofl fpeed, alid on her arrival, fhc wa>i
exceedingly afflicled to find the words of the prophet
verified in regard to ths child. She related to her
hufband a circumflantial account of what Ahijah had
communicated t.

CHAP. vV,
JEROBOAM King of ISRAEL, is fuhdued ly
ABIJAH Kingof JUDAH. The Death of ABI-
JAH, who is fucceeded by ASA. JEROBOAM

dies; and after him his Son NADAB reigns.
NADAB is killed by BAASHA, who exterminafts
the Familyof JEROBOAM..

OTWITHSTANDING all thefe purifhments,

Jeroboam ftill continued to raife great forces,
and offered battle to Abijah, who, in his father’s
ri“ht, then reigned over the two tribes. As this
prmcq was but little pradifed either in civil or mili-
tary affairs, Jeroboam entertained the utmofl confi-
dence of vidorj'. But far from being difmayed,
Abijah manifefled a condud which fcarcely could be
expeded at his tarly lime of life, and immediately

But there were many rcafons why he might defirc her to
difguife herfelf: for though Shiloh lay within the confines of Eph-
raim, yet there is fufficient reafon to think it was fubjeft to the
houfe of David. It was certainly nearer Jerufalem than Shcchcem,
and therefore Jeroboam thought it not fafe to venture his queen in a
place under his rival's government, without her putting on fome
difguife. Heknewalfo, thatthe prophet Ahijah was offended at the
grofs idolatry he had introduced ; and therefore iie thought that her
being dtfguifed would be the only means of making the prophet
fpeak without the leall refcrve. He thought, indeed, that ftie
might pafs upon him, when difguifed, for another perfon, But
how grofsly was he miftaken! Itis furprifinghe cotild be fofar infa-
tuated as to think that the jierfon who was capable of foretelling the
fate of his fon, ihould not at the fame time be able to fee through
this fraud and difguife.

colleded



Cliap. VI.]

collcflcd ubody of fbldicrs from the two tiihcs, and
inarchcd towards mount Samaron, where he cHah-
liflicd his quaricrs, and prepared for hattle. HiK
army contained lour hundred thoul'aiid men; and
double that force formed tlie army of Jeroboam.
Jeroboamti , 7~ dctachmeiit from the army of Joro-
ay defeited boam Drivatcly marched in the rc-ar of
with jim t Abijah stroops, who wer(?greatly alarmed
7 by the event: but their leader encourag-
ed them to prefervc their fortitude, exhorting them
to depend on the proteftion of ti\e Almighty, who
would render abortive the moftconfummate treachery
levelled againlt the righteous caufe which they were
engaged to fupport. Tnis revived their courage, and
they addrcfl'ed themfelves to prayer, till the fignal
was given ; when with loud fhouts they attacked the
enemy, whom they totally defeated, committing a
more dreadful carnage than is recorded either in the
Greek or Barbarian annals. Five hundred thoufand
foldiers fell upon the field of battle. Bethel and
Ithen, and all their bed ti)rtified towns, were con-
guered and pillaged. This llroke-fo weakened Jero-
boam, that he was not in condition to renew his
attempts during the life of Abijah, who notlong after-
wards died, after having reigned three years; and
he was interred in the fepulchre of his forefathers at
Jerufalem. He had, by fourteen women, two and
twenty fons, and fixteen daughters, all of whom fur-
vived him.
Retih Of je- Jeroboam died in the twenty-fecond
vcar, after being invelted with the fove-
reigntyof the ten tribes, and in the fecond year of the
reign of Afa. He was fucceeded by his fon Nadab,
who pofTefled the kingdom for two years only, dur-
ing which time he endeatoured to exceed his father
in every kind of wickednefs. He levied forces, and
marched againfl: Gabathon, a city belonging to the
I*hiliftines, imagining that he could conquer the
place by fiege. While this intended enterprize was
in agitation, he was treacheroufly murdered by
Baafha, the fonofMachel. Baafha aifumed the go-
vernment, and extirpated-the whole houfe of Nadab,
agreeable to the predi6Hon of the prophet, thiitj uch
of the race of Jeroboam as fhould die in the city the
dogs fhould devour, and the fowls of the air thofe
who fhould perifh in the fields*. T|jefe punilhments
juftly fell upon Jeroboam ana his houfe, for dcfert-
Hig the Lord, and for their other impieties.

cC H AP V.

Amiable CkaraRer of ASA, King of JUDEA. He
gams a complete Viltory over ZAR/EUS, King of
ETHIOPIA. The Kivg oj DAMASCUS cnten
into a Confederacy againjl BAASHA, King 0/

*  There isa remarkable fimilarity between Jeroboam and Baafha jn
fheir lives and in their deailis, in their fonsand in their family : for
ai Nadab the fon of Jeroboam reigned only two year*, fo Elair tlw

No, g.

THE ANTIQUITIES OF

tHE JEWS. iG
ISRAEL, xuhom.CREON iills,,and ZIMRI'*nur-"
den hii Svn and SuccrJJor ELAH.

sa, famofAbijah, and now king of Judra, pur-

fued Hc™ntlud very different from that of Jcro-
boaiu king ol Ifrael, and his immediate fuccell'ors;
inaliuuch as lie naid the mofl rigid obferVancc to
fvery-innitution I>oth divine and moral. He intro-
duccd the moft wilvolcfome laws for the better regulat-
ing his 4jovcriinM‘nt, and diretled Jiis attention to-
wards confiding the abominable vices which had
been introducetl among the people. He had three
hundred thoufand cholcn men of the tribe of Judah,
whofe arms were bnce.s and, fliields; and from the
tribe of Benjamin, two hundred and fifty thoufand,
provided with bows and buckltrii.

In the tenth year of the government of Afa,
Zaracus, king of Ethiopia, Icdagainft him abody of
f<)rces, ajnfifting of one hundred thoufand horfe,
nine hundred thoufand foot, and three hundred cha-
riots. On his arrival at Marefa, a city of Judah,
Afa encanipedhis army in tlve valley ofSaphatba, at
a finall diitance from tlje city, and prepared for
battle.

Obferving the formidable power of the enemy,
Afa invoked the aid of the Almighty, declaring, rhat
he had taken up arms only through the confidence he
repofed in him, and that liis afliitance would more
than compenfate for the injeriority of numbers, and
every difadvaiytage. attended to the intreaties
of Afa, and, by a fign, gave him to underftand that
he fhould prove vitlorious With this afluranc’-*, he
proceeded to the encfounter, gained an AfjdeiMuhe
abfolute vittqry, and puriued the enemy tihi't'-"
with great flaughter to the plain of Gcr».

Having obtained immenie booty from the plunder
of tilt townofCerar, and the camp of his advcriary,
Afa direfiied his march towards Jerufalem, near
which place, the prophet Azariah, having ordered
him 10 halt, fpoke to the following cHett: * It hatU
pleafed the Almighty, on account of your viriues,
to give you this flgnal victory; and if you prcKcecl
in a fimilar difcharge 6f your duty, you may be af
fiired tbit fuccefs will attend all vour fmuro umlfr-
takings; but ifotherwife, you will lufj'cr the moll
drea( ful calamities; and a iieriod will arrive, v.hru
there will not be a prieft qualified for thelioly office,
or a true prophet to be found amongfl you. Your
cities will be razed, and your people difperled
through the earth, without any fixed place of refi
dence. Kxercife yourfelves, dberefore, in acts of
piety, before it is too late, and unanimoufly oiFer
up your thanks to God for the happinefs you at pre-
fent enjoy.” Afa, and all his army, rcccivcd great
comfort from >hefe words; and they continued par-
tictiiarly careful in paying the flrideft attention to
their religion iind laws. 'I'o0 enforce the Ilatter

fon of Baafhareigned jio raoro; and 11 Nadab wai Kkilltd with the
fwotxl, fo alfo wa» Elab.

s r Afa
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Afa appointed proper officers throughout the
kingdom.

ufoipi fiaaflia, who murdered Jeroboam'’s fon,
ire kipidom and ufurped the kingdom, reigned four
Olifrici. years. His palace was at Tarfhilh, and he
far exceeded both Jeroboam and his Von in every
kind of wickednefs. He wax guilty of the greateil
tyranny and oppreffion, and fet even the Almighty
at defiance. Jeau, the prophet, therefore, by. the
command of God, informed him, that he .was re-
fblved to extirpate him and hiswhole race”™ as he had
the family ot Jeroboam; for as he followed the
ewicked example of Jem”am, it was proper he
fhould equal him in hisfuft'erings. Notwithftanding
~hefc threats, Baafha Itill perhlled in his iniquitous
courfes, asif he had expetted a reward for his (ins,
rather than a punifhment; at length he advanced
with Ibme forces to Ramath*, which is about forty
furlongs diUant from Jerufklem, and a place offome
conlequence. This city he fortified, confidering it
as an advantageous fituation for making incurfions
into the kingdom of Afa; who, being rather appre-
hcnHve of his intentions, and reflefting on what ill
confequences might attend his people, byfulFering
Ib numerous an army near them, immediately fent
an embafly, with large gifts to the king of Damafcus,
intreating him to becomc his ally, from a regard to
that affeftion which their families had
always entertained for each other. The

Hit town! Bt-

mtclerd and
buint. and prefentsof Afa, ~Mdthe requefted alliance,
nimier aftet were accepted by the king of Damafcus,

dertd. who detached himfelf from Baafha, at-

tacked his towns, ahd burnt and plunder-
ed feveral of them, among which were Achion, Dan,
and Abelmacn. As foon as Baafha was informed of
thefe proceedings, he left Ramath, and returned to
the care of affairs in his own kingdom. From'othe
materials left at the departure of Baafha, two ftrong
K)wns Mere built by Afa, who called one of them
Caba, and the other Mafpha. After this, Baafha
never more entered the field, for he was murdered
by Creon, and interred in the city of Arfanes. He
*was fucceeded by his fon Flah, who after he had
reigned two years, was, while he was drinking with
Ofa, his houfhold fteward, killed by Zimri, one of
his matters of horfe, during the abfence of hi»guards,
who were then laying liege to Gabatha, a city be-
longing to the Phililtines.

CHAP. VIL

EL AH, Kingof ISRAEL, being murdered by ZIM R,
OMRI is c/i“en King by ihe Armyt ZIMRI de-
Jlroyi him jclf and the Palace by Fire. OMRI is
jMceeded by AHAB, whoje Rum is prediUed by

* Thii city was in the tribe of Benjamin, Ibuth of Jcrufalem.

It was fortified and garrifoned to prevent the Ifiaclitei from going
to woTlhip at Jerufalcrt, as they had been permitted in the former

genuine wo KS of JOSEPHUS.

[BookVIII.

ELIAS. JE,I1U afcends the Throne oj ISRAEL,
and HAZAEL becomes King of ASSYRIA..
JEZEBEL caiifes NABOTH to beJloned.

fte r the murderof Ela, Zimri be- Ei.h.V.imri,

camc kingof Ifrael, and totally ex- ad Qmi,
terininatod the family of Baaflia, accord- "js"
ing to Jehu’s prophecy. As foon as the
king’s death was known to the army, which was thea
before Gabathon, and that Zimri had ufurped the
kingdom, they immediately elefted Omri, the cap;
tain of the guards, to reign over them. After rail-
ing the fiege, he marchcd diretlly to Tirzah, which
he took by ftorm. Zimri perceiving there was no
guard in the city, retired into one of the apartments
of the palace, to which he fet lire, and confumcd
the whole building, himfelf perifhing in the flames,
after a reign of only feven days. Every thing was
nowin the mofl embarraffed fiate; and the nation
formed itfclf into two parties, the one faftion fup-
porting the interefl of (“mri, and the other that of.
Thaman ; but the former fucceeded, for Thaman
was killed, and Omri enjoyed the whole Kking-
dom. Afa had now reigned thirty years, Omri
filled the throne twelve years, half of which time he
reigned at Tirzah, and the remainder at Mareon,
which is called Samaria by the Greeks. The moun-
tain on which it was crefted, was purchafed of a man
whofe name was Samar, from whom Omri called it
Samareon. He excelled all his predecellbrs in wick-
ednefs ; and, like them, by daily a6ls of impiety,
turned the affeftions of his fubjefts from the duty
they owed their Creator. God therefore made all
thele kings the inflruments of deflroying each other,
till at length they were totally extirpated. Omn
died at Samaria, and was fucceeded by liis fon Ahab.
W e have here anexcellentproofof God’s gqodnefsi
in direfting the affairs of men, of his making the
good happy, and totally deflroying thofe who dif-
obeyhim ; for Afa, who reigned over Jerufalem, and
the two tribes, was the only oiie who enjoyed felicity:
and imi confequence of his uniform integrity, he pof-
feffeU the favour of his Creator to a very advanced
time of life. He died after he had reigned forty-one
years, and was fucceeded by his fon Jehofhaphat,
whom he begat iSpon Abidah, and who inherited bis
father’s virtues, and regulated his condu6l by the
example of David, his intrepid and pious anceflor.

Twemy-two years did Ahab, king of Ahb

the Hraehtes, rehde in Samaria, where wuicody. ad
every alteration he made in the govern- pomaMiddl
ment was an injury thereto. Fie copied
the vices of predeceflbrs, particularly thofe of Jero-
boam, whofe golden calves he worfnippedj befides
committing other enormities. Having married Jeze-
bel, daughter of Eth-baal, king of Tyre and Sidon,
Ihe feduced him to worfhip the gods of her country.

r«ign; and thereby this politic king thought he fiiould guard agaioft
any infurreiiion or revolt of hitown Aibje”i.

2 This



Chap. VI1.]

This woman was rafh, violent, and ungovernable,
She caufed a temple to be built, in honour of Baal

and had groves of trees planted, in which prierts and
falfe prophets performea fervices of idolatry. Theli?
procoedings gratified Ahab, who took delight in the

Eliii foretenit PNEfts, and their extravagant worfhip.

«drought of At this time a prophet, named EJias, a
ireevears native of Gilead, waited cTn the king, and
uration. . . . .
laid, that “ on jjis leaving him, neither
ram nor dew fhould fall in the province, till his

return.” Having thus faid, he departed, and travelled
towards the fouth, till arriving at a river, he there
remained for the convenience of the water, and was
fimplied with meat bv ravens. The drought increaf-
ed till the river was rfried up, when Elias was dirctled
by the Almighty to go to a town between Tyre and
Sidon, called Sarepta, where he would meet with a
widow woman who would funply his neceflities.

Th. widow-t Hereupon he fet forward, and when

med ad ail near the place, beheld the woman picking
up flicks, whom«he afked for water; and,
as fhe,was going for it, bid her bring bread
alfo. She faid, a handful of meal, and a little oil,

was all fhe had to keep herfelf and fon from flarving,
and fhe was now gathering flicks to bake it into a
cake. The prophet encouraged her to let him par-
take of it, on the afTurance that, when they were all
fatisfied, her barrel fhould be conflantly fiipplied with
meal, and her cruife with oil, till the earth fhould be
replenifhed with rain by the goodnefs of God. She
obeyed the prophet; and, though they conflantly
fed, found her flock as conflantly replenifhed, till
the dry feafon ended.

Eiiw reflores The fon of the woman who had enter-
tained Elias, falling very ill, flie attributed
the misfortune tohnn; faying, “ This man

vhom | have fed has brought this judgment upon

me, on a difcovery of my fins.” At length, when
the child was thought to be dead, the prophet faid,

“ Give himto me, and 1 will recover him to life;”

and taking him to his chamber, he placed him on the

bed, and prayed that God would jcflore him; for
that the death of the fon, while he remainecL”u the
family, would appear to be a fevere requital of the
mother's goodnefs to him. The prayers of Elias
were heard; God reflored the chi\d; and the mo-
ther was all gratitude, and confefTed that the Spirit of

God diretled the a6lions of the prophet *.

Ran it po* Soon after this, Ehas was commiflioned
to acquaint Ahab, that rain would fpeedily

fall. By this time the fafrine raged to fuch a degree,

that the people were on the point of flarving; nor
was there food for the cattie. Obadiah, who luper-
intended the royal flables and fields, was now fent for
by the king, who ordered him to feek near the rivers

*  Though the womaa had before fufficicnt reafon to believe that

Elijah wasa nrophet, yet upon hit not curing her fon when he lay
£ck, her faith began to fail. But up”n feeing him raifed from the
dead, her faith revived with her fon; and, through the joy of hav-
ing him reftored, (he confidered this M miracle as much greater
ihan the former.
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and ditches, for grafs for the horfcs and other cattle,
and alfo to find the prophet, who had been long
fought for in vain. Now Obadiah was a righteou*
man, who had heretofore hid in caves and fupported
o?g(hhundred nrophets, during Jezebel’s perfecution
0 em.

Obadiah had no fooner left the king, Oxdh
than he met Eiias, who bid him tell his
mailer that he was coming to him. “ Wherefore

(faid 0|.?adiahj fhould you difpatch me with fuch a
meffage, w~o am fent in fearch of you, that the king
may inllifcla tormenting death on me? When | am
gone, the fpirit by which yoaare governed may lead
y<)u another way, and then ijiylife will pay the for-
feit. Have more concern for my fafety. You know
my zeal for your fraternity, by my prefervation of
the hundred prophets, whom | flill fupport in the
caves.” The prophet, however, infifled on his going,
and folemnly fwore to attend Ahab. When the king
found he was coming, he hadened to meet him, and
in a rage exclaimed, “ Is it not you that are the
plague of the liraelites & Is it not you to whom this
drought and famine are owing?” 'lI'he prophet re-
plied, that Ahab and his hou/nold occafioncd their
own dillreffes, by the introduction of failcgods, and
departing from the true religion. Elias now -de-
manded an afTembly of the people on mount Car-
mel, and that Jezebel’s prophets, and the prophets of
the groves, might be prefent. Ahab affemnled them;

"and Elias Hanning in rKcniidd, faid, “ Wherefore

hefitate you betwixt two opinions ? If you think
ours the true God, worfhip him, and keep his com-
mands ; or if you preffr the worfhip of falfc god>, the
choice is your’s.” reply being made, Elias pro-
ceeded thus; “mHere am 1, a fingle prophet, againil.
three hundred : if you would afccrtain which is the
true.Veligion, | will place an ox on a pile of wood,
but not fet it on fire: let the other prophets do the
fame, and implore their gods to inflame the pile; by
which the true worfhip will be diflinguilhed from thp
falfe.” This mode of detennination being accepta-
ble to the multitude, Ahab’s prophets laid their ox
on the pile; and when diey had offered their incan-
tations a long while, Elias ridic'iled them, bidding
them fpeak louder, for their gods ir.ight be ailecp,
or on ay>urney. From morning till noon ihey con-
tinned their exorcifms, cutting and flafhing thiir
bodies; but the effeft was not produced. Elias be-
ing now to facrifice, bid the people draw near, and
obferve that no fire was fecrctly conveyed to hiii
pile. Having taken twelve Honest, that is one for
each tribe, he made an altar of them, round which a
deep ditch was cut; then placed his wood on the
altar, and on it the facrihce, throwing four veflels of
clear water on* the altar, which filled the furrouod-

+ This, as obfcrved above, being in allufion to. the rjunber of
tribes, WAS probably intended alfo to fticw, tliax ali the Ifiaclitct,
though now divided into two nations, ought to be united by the
fame band of love and unity, and to adopt one and the fume mode
of worfhip; nami-ly, that of the tru« and living God, whofe temple

was It Jerofalem. ]
ing
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ing ditch. All being prepared, the prophet railed
on God to convincc the unbelievers; and, while he
vas yet fpeaking, lire defcended from heaven, burnt
Tip the lacrificc, and dried the water. This miracle
altonifiled the Ifraclites, who bowed tp the ground
in adoration of the only living and tnii Ciod. Klias
then ordered all the f'alie proplicts to be put to death,
which being done, the people departed,

ilie propret propiiet iiow afccnded moutitCar-
jireK)L» mel, and, luting on the ground, with his
*thi>of  head on his knees, comniandc<;l his i‘crvant

to climb a rock near the lea, and look out
for acloud. After fix.fniitlefs attempts, he fkid he

law fomething aboutthe lize of a man’s hand in the
air, of a blackifli colour. Elias hearing this, fent to
bid Ahab haften to the city, or a violent ilorm of rain
m/ould overtake himj and indeed a great rain fell,
and the whole atmofphere was clouded, by the
tunc that he had reached Jezreel, to which city
Klia* by God’s immediate fupport, ran before his
chariot.

Eii«. aje-
tcheiNme,

Jezebel hearing of the deeds of Elias,
aiid how hc had caufed the death of her
prophets, fent and threatened hisdellruc-
tion. Hereupon, he fled to Beerlheba,
wh-ro leaving his fervaiit, he departed into the wil-
dernels, and aying down on the ground, wifhed for
death. “ I am no more worthy, O God (faid hej,
than thofe who have preceded me; nor have | any
dcfire to live.” Having fi~f1 under a tree, he foiind
himfelf awakened by an inVifible agent; when rifing
and looking round fiim, he faw meat and drink, with
which* he refrefhed himfelf,’and then repaired to
mount Sinai, where hc found A cave, into which he
went, with an intention of refiding in it. In this
place hc heard a voice, demanding why hc left the
city, and wandered thus in the defert; to whith hc
replied, that the queen had threatened his life, for
having occalioned the death of the falfe prophets,
and declared the only true God to whom worfhip was
clue. The voice now hdtrufted him to leave the
cave on the following day, and a6l as he fliould be
dirertcd. On his quitting the place next day, there
was an earthquake, and then a blazing hre. in the air,
which was fucceeded bv a fhort filence, and that by
a (iill voice, which bade him be of good courage,
for his enemies fhould not triumph over him; it
likewtfb direded him to return by the way
mould be

He inoints

suiael 1ing  Of Damafcus, where Hazael
3;h/tfakr?i[i'aud anointed king of Aram, and Jehu, the fon
cv.r Um{ of Nimflii, king overlfrael, by his hands;

he was alfo to anoint Elifha, of Abel, pro-
phet in his llead; for the divine wrath would cut off
the wickcd from the'land, and Hazael fhould deftroy
thofe that efcaped the fword t)fJehu. Hereupon the
jjrophet departed; and finding Elifha, the fon of
bhaphat, with other people, plowing with twelve
yoke of oxeiij he threw his cloak over him: on
which Elifha immediately nrophefied, and pre-
pared to follow Eli.xs, but firU requeffed pcrmifnon
to bid farewell to his parents, which being done, he
attached himfelfto Elia.s, as his difciple and companion.

[BookVIIL.

Adjacent to the gardens of Ahab, king Ah.bcovtu
of Samaria, lay avineyard, belonging to
Naboth, of Jezreel, which vineyard Ahab \
wifhing to add to his gardens, frequently afked Na-
both to fell him, or accept other land in exchange
for it; but this Nalx)tH refufed, as it was a poflefTion
which had been the particular gift of providence.
Ahab was fo chfigrin’d at the refufal, that he became
melancholy, abflained from his food, and negletled
to bathf* according to cullom, and fell fick. On this
alteration, Jczebd became anxious to know the caufis
of it; and, on her repeated urgency, Ahab recited
the flory of Naboth, and expatiated on the rudenefs
of his behaviour. *“ I intreated him (faid h~ with
fair words; anddefcended below the dignity ofaking
in my addrefs to him; and all I could gain by this
condufcl, was an abfblute refufal.” The queen gave
him all poflible encouragement to recover his fpirits,
and to be no longer anxious on the fubjeft, for fhe
would take care tliat Naboth fhould be punifhed for
the infult. Having faid this, fhe wrote letters to the
elders and principal men of Jezreel, in the name
of y\hab, importing that a faft fhould be proclaim£d
and an aflcmbly convened, in which a place among
the chiefs of the people fliould be given to Naboth.
That three witnefles fhould be provided, who fhould
fwear that hc had blafphemed (Jod, and fpoken evil
ofthe king: and that on thisevidence, Naboth fhould
be convifcled, and his fentencc be, that the people
fhould flone him to death.

The queen’s orders were obeyed in
every particular: Naboth was convitted,
and received fcntence, which was fpeedily
executicd on him. Intelligence of thcfe
tranfafclions being carried to jezebel, fhe
repaired to the King, and informing him
that Naboth was difpatched, faid he might
take poflefTion of the vineyard without farther cere-
mony. This news gave Ahab fb much fatisfa’Clion,
that hc immediately let forward en a journey towards
the fpot thus dearly purchafed; but the prophet
Elias was fent by God, to reprefent the fin oi his
taking pofieflion of the vineyard,'which was acquired
by the murder of the right owner. Ahab feeing the

phet advancing, went to him, confefli:d what had

n done, and pfiered to make reparation. By the
order, and in the name of the Almighty, Elias ac-
quainted him, that “ where the blood of Naboth had
been licked by the dogs, they fhould likewife lick
the blood of Ahab and Jezebel; and that the crime
of taking away the life of aa innoccnt man, by per-
jury, fhould be puniflied by the extirpation of®their
whole race.” Ahab was fb affefted by the denun-
ciation of this judgment, that he became deeply pe-
nitent for his fins; cloathed himfelf in fackcloth, fail-
ed, went barefoot, and gave every other teftimony
of unfeigned forrow'. Hereupon the prophet was
commifTioned by God to acquaint him, that, in con-
fideration of his contrition, the judgment wnicli had
been threatened fhould be poftponed during his life,
though it fhould certainly take place in that of his
fon : and hereupon the prophet departed.

Naboth mur-
dered At (he
indancsof |e-
zebelt whAy
with Ahdib*
are (hrcitCettfd
wiUi the di-
vioe ven« -
geance.

CHAP.



Chap. V1.1

CHAP. VIIL

yfHAB being bfjirged in SAMARIA by ADAD, er
BENHADAD, the latter »>6 l'epuljed. In tiu fol~
lozvMig Year, AD AD is congtipred in Battle, and ap-
pliesfor Mercy io AUAB, xvhogrants it, and dif~
mijfes him in afriendly Manner, for which he is
reproved by the Prophet.

Abd kingof "“TAHUS fitiiatcd were the affairs of Ahab,
Mab'sdomr whcTi Adad, king of Syria and Da-
mon«,»nTe  i7Nafcvis, rajfiiig a large army, and thirty-
I ficto two kings from beyond the river Euphrates

[ uniting with him, they jointly inarched
Jagalnfl Ahab; who, fearing to encouiuer foimmenfe
[a multitude in the plains, retired to fortified placcs,
to defend himfelf. Samaria, a place Itrong ty na-
[ture, and being defended by a garrifon, walls, and
other work*, was the particular retreai of Ahab.
I Againfl: this place Adad brought his army, and made
jprcparations for the attack; but firft lent a herald
Ito Ahab, to require leave to fend enibafladors with
lhi*demai>ds. | ’his being agreed to, the embadadors

i'prefented, that the wives, children, and riches of
\hab were at the difpofal of his enemy, who, how-
ever, would raife the fiegc, and withdraw his army, if
Ahab would acknowledge his power, and give nim
leave to iakc what.he thought proper. To tnis Ahab
p-fplied, that himfelf and his pouelfions were all at
he fcrvice of Adad * : but the latter fcnt other em-
laHkdors, demanding, that his fervants and officers
ight, on the following day, fearch the houfes, lodg-
ngs,&c. of the king and his domeftics, and carry off
hatevcr they thought proper.

On Uiis, Ahab detennined to call a council of his
ricnds, whom he thus addreffed: “ Adad has fcnt
me two propofals, by the firU of which he affrecd to
raife the (icge, on my acknowledging myfelf, my
wives, and my children, to be at his diipofal; which

confented to, becaufe | would not let any intereft
of my o\m fuperfede the public good : but his fc-
cond projxjfal is, that they be permitted to make a
general ft-arch, and carry off' what they pleafe* which
s only a pretencc to widen the breach between us.
They thought, doubticfs, that, 1 fhoyld remain firm
o the firft contract: but now they; demand a deli-
.ocry of my people and countrj™ which they may be
iffured iMhall not comply Mith; and that a war will
)c' the confequence; but | aju determined to abide
)y your advice,” On dii* all the council reprobated
he infoknce of Adad, and voted for war. The an-
wer then given the embafladors was, “ That the firft
"'mand would yet I>e complied with by the King j
Qut that the horiour and fafetV of the citizens required
that he fliould refufc the fecond." This anfv;er fo
mortified Adad, tliat he fent a third meffage, import-

* Ahab feems not only to have complied with the infolent de-

mand of Bcnhadad, but ljkewife to have made a greater fubmiflion
than he could expch; which Ihcwed fo much ahjednels, that Bcn-
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mg that Ahab fliould not truft in the flrength of his
fortrefi, for he would raife works above hi* walls,
which he could do by each of his foidiers contribut-
ing a handful ofeanh. To this Ahab fi;nt Hi, trmi
anfwer, That not with their tongues,
but with fheirlwords, men »>fcour.igc ihould debate."”
When this meflage arrived, Adad was at fupjjfr with
the thirty-two kings, and he gave inilant orders to
prepare for the fiege. In the interim, Ahab and hi®
j'wople \jere in the utmofl defpondency ; but a pro-
t going tj him, affurcd him, that (Jod would grant
people a yitlory over their numerous enemies.
Ahal) was anxious to know the immediate inf*nnnents
of the vitlory; when the prophet faid,he fhouldhimlclf
be at the head of the lons of the nobles. Thefe be-
ing fumnionrd, and Ahab having learnt that his ene-
my was indulging in the height of luxurious revelry,
the city gates were thrown open, and they fiiliied
out. Adiid hearing hereof, fcnt a party, with direc-
tions to condu”i them, bound, into nis prefence. At
this time the army of Ahab wa.i ready within the
walls, to iffue forth when neceiTary. The i)afe«s ii*
valiant young nobles having attacked die >y
guards, many of whom diey killed,and purfued the rc/I
to their tents; Ahab and his army, ruflied out, attacked
and routed the enemy, who were moft of them drunk
and unarmed. ‘'Fhofe wiio could, efcaped by flight:
among them was Adad, who was favcd by the fneed
of his Horlt'. The Syrians being purfued, fucn a»
wore overtaken were itiikd. Tiie plunder, in gold,
fvlver, ecjuipageS, and Adifi’'s own chariot and horfcs,
was very great, and was”~ududed to the city by the
conquerors.

Notwithflanding i\/s viflory, the prophet told
Ahab that his enemy”ould be ready to attack him
in the fpring, and bid him prepare for it; which he
did wtth vigour. Adad liaving collcHed his fhattercd
army* his friends advifed him not to engage Jjgain in
the mountains; faying, that the god of the Ifraelites
was the god of the mountains; but th¢”™ would have
loU the batUe in die plains. They alfo advifed the
difiuifling of the thirty-two kings, but to keep their
troops, over whom experienced officers might be
appointed,.and that recruits of horfe and fool thould

fupply the place of the flain. This advjcc Ada rider
pleafc'd the king, who complied with it; alﬂzﬁ’“tjp&
and on the approach of fpring, encamped Alub. and if

in a large plain near die city of Apheca. over-
Ahab advanced with his forces, and pitch- ©™

ed oppofite the Syrians, though greatly inferior m
number. During this poHure of affairs, the prophet,
ill tlie name of God, allured the ifraelites ofvictory,
for the God of the mountains was likewifc God of the
vallies. During fix days the armies lay thus encamped,
and on the fevcnth advanced to battle. The

was at firfl obflinate : but the Syrians unable to llano
the fhock, turned, and fled, the enemy purfuing them

hadad increafed his demandi, and augmented hit infolcncc in pro-
portion to the pufillanimity of Ahab.

Tt clofely.
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clofely. Many were flain in the purfuit't fome Killed
in the flighli»y their own chariots and fellow-foldiers;
foinc trod to death, and fome torn to pieces. A few
only, their numbers confidered, reached Apheca,
their only place of refuge. Under the walls of that
city, it was calculated tlwt twenty-fdvcen thoufand
were buried >and thofc killed in battle were elti-
jnated at one hundred thoufand.

He jppiirt for Adad havinp fccrcted bimfclf in a cave,
mercy to with feveral of his faithful adhejcnts, fome
Aeb, wo  of them extolled the natural cenerofity of

' m the Ifraelites, and advifed the king to (ub-
mit to the mercy of Ahab, which they were confi-
dent w'ould be extended to him. Adad agreeing
hereto, a number of \icople were chofen to fuj~h-
cate mercy; for which purpofe they were drcfled in
I'ackcloth, with halters round their nccks; and in this
guife they went to Ahab, to folicit the life of Adad,
who acknowledged himfelf his prifoner, engaging
that he would always think himlelf fuch. To this
Ahab faid™ ** | rejoice at his fafety; and you may
affiire him, in my name, that my own brother could
not be more welcome to me than he fhall be.”

An oath being fworn that the perlbn of Adad
fliould be fafe, the fupplicants departed to the cave,
and brought him to Ahab, who was fitting in his
carriage. When he faw the royal captive, lie ex-
tended his right hand, faluted him, featcd him by his
lide, and pledged his honour for his fafetv*. Adad
acknowledged this goodn”, which he faid fhould be

atefully remembered; Vthat the lands which had
ﬁen taken from the Ifr™lites fhould be reftored;
and that Ahab (hould be as Wcjcome a gucU at Damaf-
cus, as the father of Adad ban been at Samaria. A
league was now made betwixt vhe parties, and Adad
being loaded with prefents, took his leave.

Soon after this event, a ))rophet warned
Mitaiah reqiielted an Hebrew to 'llrike
him on the head, as an aS; of obedience to
the will of God. The party refufed; o*i
which the prophet faid he lhould be torn
by a lion; which happened accordingly; and the
prophet applied to another man, who iiiruck him fo
that his head Itrcamed with blood. Micaiah, bind-
ing up the wound, repaired to the king, and told him
that he was a foldier, to whom an officer had com-
mittt:d the care of a prifoner, who haying efcapcd,
lie himfelf was obliged to fly for fear of punidiment.
Ahab approving the faid ofiHcer's fev.erity, the pro-
phet uncovered his head, and made himfelf known.
This device was intended to imprefs on the mind of
Ahab the impropriety of letting fo vile a wretch as
Adad go at large: ‘“ And (acfded the prophet) the
time advances when yourfeif and your army lhall be
dcftroyed by this Adad whom youh”ve permitted to

cy repfcheiid-
cd by (he pro*
phet.

. The lenity of Abah on this occafion wss vfry rrmarkable ; to

» |l a pcrfon brother (fee i Kinis xx. 32.) who had determined his
deftruftion, wa»a great pitch of humanity; and to forsive one, who
hud been guilty ot ihe mod utrociousiblarphcmy .igttinliGod, (hewed
iu it ail iiuloletice of mind which wasi unwoitby of pit/, and a dif-

.3

efcape.” The prophet’s freedom fo affronted Ahab,
that he ordered him into prifon; but the reflection on
the prophecy fat heavy on hi™® mind.

CHAP. X

JEHOSILIPKATI great Power, exemplary Virtues,
and Happinifi. JE{IORAM efpotifei the Daugh-
ter of AHAB, King of Ifrael, whom JE HOSHA-
PHATJupporti in the IVar againjl ADAD.

EHOSI-IAPHAT greatly extended his
territories, and cflablUhed garrifons
and governors in the feveral cities with-
in his dominions, as well as thofe which had been ob-
tained from Jeroboam by his grandfather Abijah. His
life was a continued l'encs of piety and juftice, and he
Mas rewarded by the bleffing and protection of the
Almighty. His riches gnd fame were confiderably
augmented by the gifts of neighbouring monarchs,
whofe munihcence bore tellimony to their approbation
of the irreproachable integrity of his life.

Jehofhaphat alfembled the pried* and Hefets thw
elders, in tlie third year of his fovereign- ««fisrme«i<»
ty, and diretled them to nominate com-
milFioners for die. purpofe of prcfcrving a ftri8 ad-
herence to the duties of religion, and the lepal inffi-
tutions delivered i)v Mofes. Tliis attention 10 the
important articles of religion and law proved ib fatif-
faCtory to the people, that they bccame emulous to
exceed each other in executing the Kking’s com-
mands. Belides the advantage of a perfeft Hate of
domeltic tranquillity, he enjoyed the fatisfatlion of
living upon terms of a.mity with the neighbouring
princes. The ufiial tribute was regularly paid by
the Philiftines, as was the an.'iual itipend of ux hun-
dred and thirty lambs, and an equal number of kids
by the Arabians. As a fecurity aga.nit invafions,
he kept his plaxies of Itrength in a Uate of defence,
and a well-difciplined body of troops in conltant pay.
Edra-was appointed to the command of three hun-
dre'd t'noufand fhield-bearers, feleCled from the tribe
of Judah : and Johannon had the command of two
hundred thoufand. The fame ofhcers alfo com-
manded two hundred thoufand archers belonging to
the tribe of Benjamin, Under another leader named
Ochobat, were one hundred and eighty”™ thouiand
men, armed with bucklt-rs.

A marriage was celebrat«d betweeji Jc- |
horam, the ion of Jehofhaphat, and Go- toA-
tholia, daughter of Ahab, who reigned
over the ten tribes. Ahab provided a
magnificent entertainment at Samariafor Jehofhaphat

iitiei ot Jcho-

ter.

rcwrd for the fafetv of his nation, which would naturally caufe its
fuDverfion. This ill-timed humanity, fo inconCftcnt with his cha-
rader as the father ofhis pcojJc, the fcrvant of the true Gnd,and his
vicegrrent in the throne, juflly deferved the fentcnce deiiounrrd
agaiuft him by the prophet.

and



Chap. 1X.]

and the'troops by whom he was attended. Having
meditated the recover)' of Ramoth-Gilead, which had
been conquered by the king of Syria, Ahab rcqiielt-
cd the afliftance of Jetiofhaphat, who corifentcd to
unite Jiis endeavuurs towards effetting the intended
cnterprife, and furnmoned his tn>ops from Jerufalcm
to Samaria, Tliefc kings proceeded to a ccriain dif-
tance from the towii, and, cwcii bcfnjj fcatcd on a
throne, they reviewed and paid their forces. A
peace having fubhlted for flic fpace of three vcars
between Ahab king of Ifrael, and Adad king oF Sy-
ria, Jeholhaphat recommended that, if any prophets
could be found, their advice lhould be taken as to
ihe expediency of commencing holtilities.
Thef.ifepro- Thc kingof IfracM Called an aflcmbly of
uiicdiining NS prophcts, the number of whom
et~ arnounted to about four hundred, and he
i lent cor 1jt directed them to make enquiry whether
Jenoouphai.  an aitenipt to recover thc city of Ramoth
would be attended with (uccefs. They unanimoufly
perJuaded him to profecutt™ the war, faying, Adad
would be vanquiflied, and a fecond time made pri-
foner. A fufpicion being conceived by Jehoihaphat
that thefe men were not favoured of God, he in-
quired of Ahab, whether he had not other prophets
to whom he could apply. He wasanfwered by Ahab,
that there was one other, named Micaiah, who was
the fon of ItT)la, but that he detellcd thc man for hav-
ing predicted only unhappy events, and had ordered
him to pril'on for having attempted to perfuade him
that he would forfeit his life in the approaching war.
Jehofhaphat advifed that Micaiah might be called into
thc prefence of Ahab j and an eunuch, who was an
attend”it of the bed-chamberj was difpatched to con-
du6l him from the gaol. During the progrefs of their
journey, the mellenger related, that tlie prophets had
declared the event or the w'ar would pro\ e favourable
to Ahab. Micaiah fai(l, that whatever the infpira-
tion of thc Ahnighty {liould dictate, he would, with-
out prevarication or referve, report to Ahab. ‘I'he
king put thc quellion to him, enjoining him neither
to extenuate or aggravate the truth. He

Nﬂ r’?d(i:p‘&t faid that he had feen the people of >lj;acl,
ti<(@i deith inJjke lheep without a Ihepherd, ~perfed

the e«i»edi-

tion. and purlutd by the Syriansj and that bv

this reprefentation tjie Loyi had intimated,
that only the king fhould fall in tne engagement.
Ahab, having heard this prophecy, afked Jehofha-
phat, whether lie was not now convinced that he had
not wrongfully accufed thc man. Upon which Mi-
caiah (aid, “ | have iio»cnmity towards you. the
predidion was thc effcil of an infpiration from thc
Almighty, by whofe exp.-efs command it was faith-
fully delivered to you : but by thc flattering impo-
iitibns of the fjilfe prophets, you arc perfuaded to
engage in a war which will prove your deilrudion.”

* Zedekiahbad ufed Micaiah with grrat incKgnity, and by his

gueftion to him would have infinuatcd that he wa» a falfe jirophet;
bat in punifhment of his abafc, and i.i vindication of Micoiub's di-
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The i«ng pecame much difturbod by the firmnefs
with which Micaiah perfiltcd to fupport this pre-
ditlion.

Zedekiah difCuaded the king from paying thc leafl
regard to what Micaiah had faid, declaring thc whole
to be a palpaiilo fittion and in confirmation of this,
he laid, that he had fpoken in direft contradiflion to
a prophecy of Elias, who had afl'crted that the king's
blood fhould be licked-by the dogs, in the field where
they bar lickcd the blood of Naboth. “ I will now
(faid he/ ftrike this man on the facc, and if he be a
prophet of God, may my arm w'ither as did that of
Jeroboam, w'hen he lifu-d it ~gainfl the prophet Ja-
don.” He flruck Micaiah, and as no judgment cn-
fued, Ahab was confirmed in”lic defign of engaging
in a war with thc king of Syria. Zedekiah now pre-
fented the king with horns of iron, faying, that un-
der the femblance of thefe horns, it was intimated by
the Lordtiiat lie fhould pulh ihe Syrians- to extremity
and finally deffroy them. Micaiah told Zedekiah,
that he would be Ihoniy called to a very fevere ac-
count for the imnofiiions he hj<f been guilty of, and
driven to fcek liis jafety in hiding pTaccs *. The
king being highly inc( nfed againfi Micaiah, com-
maiided Apion, rlie governor of thc city, to confinc
him in priron,and allow him no other fuflcnance tliaii
bread and water, till his return from the war.

‘I'ne confederate kings Ud ihcir fi>rces Thf
toward Ramoth, wliciice Adad camc forth
to meet them. In or»W to avoid the
event which haH been foJ-toid by Micaiah, thc king
wore thc drefs of a privAc man, nnd he was perfo'
nated by a native of J~'malem, habited in theVoyal
robes. Adad charg”™ his ofhcers to dirc6l their
arms againit the Kiiig'of llraol, without regard to his
fubjeds. Obierving Jehofhaphat at the head of thc
troor”, the Syrians preff(?d upon him, but difcovcr-
ing their miltake, they retiree . A domeflic of Adad,
named Ainan, fhot a random arrow, which paffmg
through thc joints of Ahab’s armour, penetrated hi#
lungs. Apprehending that this unfortunate circum-
flance might deprefs the fpirit of the troops, the
wounded monarcn ordered his charioteer to remove
a fmall distance from thc armvi ?nd having remained
in his chariot nearly till fun-fcuii-.g. he expir£d.
Thc annics took the field in the morning, ann con-
tinued harrafling each other thc whole day, but Ahab
was the only man flain. On the approach of night,
the Syrians retired to their tents: and when an hcrala
had proclaimed the death of Ahab, the people dif-
pcrfed. 'Jhe remains of thc king were interred at
Samaria; and upon wafhing thc blood Propbfcyof
~roni the chariot, at a neighbouring loun- kiu. fuihii.
tain, the dogs licked it 17, accofcling to
the prophecy oi' Elias. This fountain was aftcrwar<J«
ufeci as a bath for common women.

vine miffion, he was again infpired with a focond prophecy ; whi:h
bctnz fulfilled, as well a« that denounced againft Ahab, wa* a far-
ther illuftration of Micaiah * integritj-, and Zcdckiah’'5falfehood.

HOOK
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fBook IX.

I X

Containing the JEWISH HISTORY, from A. M. 3048, to 3224.

C HAWP

The MOA.BITES and (heir Con/ederatts, conquered hy
JKHOSHAPHAT.~ The Death of AHAZIAH,
agreeable to the Prediction of ELIAS. He is fuc-
teeded hy JEHORAM” who being joined by JE-
HOSHAPHAT and the King oj IDUMEA,'they
conquer the MOABITES.

Jtfiadiaphtl
reproved for
joining with
Alllb.

EHU, the prophet, meeting Jehoflia*
J phat on his return to Jerufalcm, after

liis junttion with Ahab,againft Adad,
told him how much the Almighty was of-
fended at the alliancc; but faid, that for his former
obcdience to the law of God, he would find pardon,
and deliverance from his foes. Hereupon the king
fought his peace with God by prayer, ottering facri-
lice, and ordering that tiic people throughout tiis do*,
minions (hould ue inftrutlid m the laws of Mofes,
and in the anticnt religio/iu He likfcwife appointed
magiftrates of the cities a~d large towns, who were
oroefcd to diftribute jullicVuo all ranks of people
without favour or partiality. V>o0o0d order being let®
tied among the two tribes, the wng repaired to Jeni-
falem, where, from among the priells and Levites, he
fclcfted judges, who were inflrufted toafi uprij~htly;
and diretted, that when matters of conicquencc were
brought beforfc them from the adjacent cities, they
fliould not determine but on the coolelt deliberation;
lince a deficiency of jullice in the city where the
temple of God and the palace of the.kingwere ereft-
ed, would be highly dilhonourablc. Ahaziah, tlic
prieft, was appoimed to prcfidein holy mavters, and
kebediah in civil.
About this period, the Moabjtes, Am-

TheMoabitet,

<gc. iirvidini  Monites, and Aramites, having hired great
};‘;h;t'sg‘; numbers of troops, advancea to the city
o of Engedi, near the lake of Afphaltites,
fembly. knd  al>out thirty-eight miles from Jcrufalem,
prayi fordi- with a view of giving battle to Jehofha-

phat; who no foonerleanu that they had
patted the fake, than he convened an aflembly, and

itanding before the temple, implored the protection of
heaven againijb the enemy.

They are en- During their dev'otions, Jahaziel, a
fcoug.gtedbyi prophet, flood up, and faid, that their
rophet.

prayers were heard, and God would grant

e TIIC unnatural league Jchofliaphat made with this idolatrous
prince was, by the hand of Providcnce, the teal caufc of thi» difafter.

them viBory in the defence of their religion. He ad-
vifed him to march the next day, and thev ftoiild
find their enemies encamped on a hill called Sis (fig-
nifying an eminence) between Jerufalem and Engedi:
where God would nght the battle for them, while
they might only look on, as fpeiiators of theaBion.
When the prophet had ended, Jchofhaphat and his
people fell on the ground in adoration, while the
lymns and mufical inftpuments of the Levites ac-
companied their devotions.

On the following day the kingrofe early,
and going into the dcfert near the city of
Tekoa, told the people fo rely on God
by believing his prophet, and not to form
in batde array. He direfcted the pricfls with their
trumpets to advance, followed by the I-,evites and
fingers, as on a day of viQo'ry and triumph. This
advice being obeyed, the Almighty ftrucK fuch a
terror into the enemy, that they attacked each other,
and fought with fuch incredible fury, that they all
fell facrihces to their mutual rage. On aview of the
valley, Jchofhaphat found it covered with dead
bodies, and triumphantly rejoicing in a viftory ob
tained without bloodttied, permitted the foldiers to
make booty of all the fpoils, which were fo confider-
ablc as to take three days to carry them off".

ThekiiN'sra.
lutarjr advice

»ml mea-
Uret.

At the end of four days the people af- Heiive,
fembled in the valley of Beracna, where tfhar:s;to
or hif mm-

they ottered thanks to God for the merci-
ful exertion of his power. From this cir-
cun?ftance the place was called the Valley behali
of Blettings, wnich name it IHIl retain.s. Hencr the
army proceeded to Jcrufalem, where feafts and fa-
crifices employed fevtral days. This iignal viftory
imprefl'ed all foreign princes and nations with a high
opinion of the piety of Jchofhaphat, as a perfon pe-
culiarly favoured ofheaven ; and this fenfiment at-
tended him through life. In the mean time Jcho
fhaphat was in friendfiiip with Ahaziah fon of Ahab,
in conjunrtion with whom he fitted out fhips for
the gold trade; but the whole projefct failed, all
the fjiips being loft, partly through tempeftuous
weather, and partly from the veffels &ing ill adapted
to the leas they were to navigate*.

In the reign of Ahaziah, king oflfrael,
Elias was tranflated, and no account was

cu™ous inter-
p<i<lItionoo hit

ever

The wickednefsof Ahaziah and his people was extremely great. He
was not moved by the untimely death of his father; but follo™J

- ———
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ever afterwards heard of him : but he left behind
him his difciple Elilha, of whom meiuion has been
already made. In like manner Enrtch \vas tranflaled,
before the flood, as it is recorded in holy writ.
Jehojam fucceeding his’brother in the governnicnt,
determined to po to war with Mcflia, king of the
Moabites, on his refufal to pay an annual tribute of
two hundred thoufaiid unfhorn {liee”, in conhdera-
tifin of what had been heretofore paid to Ahab his
father; and he gained a eoifiplete victory over them.
Some little time after this, Jchofbaphat lived in an
eaiy retirement, and then died in Jerufalem, in the
twenty.fifth year of his reign, and the lixtieth of his
age; and was interred in a moll pompous manner.

C Il A P 1.

JEHORAM faccerds JEHOSHAPIIAT. Mirncks
wronght hv ELISH/f. AD AD befitgn S/4AMARJA.
ThtSifgfmiraaUmJly raij'td. ADADmurdfred fy
HAZAEL, 7vho gj*imes hr Govemmn/. JEHO-.
RAM, for hii great Wickednefs, is threatened hy
ELISHA.

Foamfu= TE£ HOR A M, thc cldcf} of fcveral fons.
Zr].h2 : J ofJehofliaphat, fuccecded his father
et in the fovercignty. He was nained after
his mother’sbrother, wM was lately returned from the
war again!! the Moabites, and'had brought with him
Elifha thc prophet, of whom many things are rrienti-
oned in holy writ, which arc well worthy of re-
gard. Eliflia was applied to by thc wife of Obadiah,
4 ucward to Ahab, who hinted that he wayacquaintcd
with thc ra'ge of Jezebel agairiflthe prophets; and of
her hufband having fupportcd an hundred of them
in the cave, by wluch he. had fo greatly inVoK'ed
llimfelfin debt, that herfelf and children were likely
to become flaves to the creditors : on which flic beg-
ed the prophet’s affillance, in confideratiun of her
Jufband’s merit. Hereupon Elifha demanded what
I'cr houfe afforded; and on lier faying
oulya little oil in a criife, he directed her

formed by
Hiiiu, who  to borrow a numberof empty v(4Ifil»'and
thrd>" her 'ncighbotirs, and, making laft

iier chamber-door, to pour, a little oil into
each, and they would be filled by thf power of God.
She did fo; and having returnea to the prophet with
an account of her proceedings, he bid her fell the
oil, and difcharge her debts, and fhe would have
fomething left for her family. By this means flie
experienced a very feafonable deliverance.
Elifha being, informed of a confpiracy againft
Jehoram, and that Adad meant to attack him in a

his _j-cmicious example, ftil] fedncirg the people, and provoking
tlie God of [fraci by his abominable idolatries. The author of the
book «f Chronicles informs us, that his impiety was fo provoking,
that God had abandoned him, and would not profjier thc naval cx-
Ceditiou of Jcboftiaphat, bccaufe he joined the jleet of this vicious
[iiincf. And the wickednefs of Ahaitah, fo great in itfelf, w»s

Mo. 9.
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larticular jijacc when he went to hunt, adviR-d the
~ing not to. go, by which his life was prefcrved.
Adud WIiis fo enraged hcreat, that he charged his fcr-
vants with infidelity, in difcovering what themfelves
only couin know. One of them replied, that he
ought not tOifufpeft them, while his enemy had Ib
faithliil a fpy as Eliflia, who was able to divine his
nu)ll Iccret thoughts. Hereupon the king fent a
party to enquire after Elifha, who learnt he was at
Dothan; on which chariots and horfemen were lent
to take -iiim into cuftody. They furioundcd the
town in tlie*evening, fo that no pcrfon could go in
or out; and thc prophet’si‘crvant hailed to him m ihc
morning, to acq”™uaint him with what had happened.
The prophet bade him be of nrlod courage, ami n ly
On the Providence {jif (Jod; and infhuitfy pravcd for
fomc token of his protctlion, to confirm the faith of
the forvant. In confequeiice hereof, a number of
chariotsand horfes appeared abf)UtElifha”*as nguard,
and were vifible to the fervant; uik)ii which all his
fears were diflipated.

Elilha now implored thc Almighty to .
blind his enemies to fuch a degree, that e
they fhoud not know him from any other Sjrrian «rmy”
pprfbn ; which petition being complied ™
with, he'went among the troops, and dem.inded who
and for what they were fcarching. “ For the pro-'
phet Eliflia” (faicl they), on whicii he bid them fol*
low him, and he would clirett ihem to theplrffcc wik tc
hewa.s. Now their inte|ktts being as much clouded
as their eyes, ~ley foll~cd him to Sainaria, and
were no fooncr within lie city, than he defired
Jehoram to make thc mAs fafl, anti Confine them.
The prophetnow pra” 1 oncc more, that the S/ria:i*
might be reflored to fiifit; and his prayers being heard,
they were altoniflicd to find that they were within thc
walls Mf the enemies city, and wholly at their mercy.

The aflrighted Syrians were doubting how lo aB
in this fituation, when the king advifed that they
m.iglit be put to death*; but to this the prophet
objefeted, as a dilJionourable proceeding, cxcept to-
wards perfons conquered inwar; “ Thefe men ffaid
hcj had no hoflile intention againft this country, and
appear to be mere agents in the hand of Anh.pr,,.
Providence. | he prophet, therefore, ad-
vifed thatthey fliould be treated hofrtitably,
and left to their own liberty, after they
had been properly entcrtaini d. Hereupon Jcliorani,
in purfuancc.ofthe prophet’sadvicc, entcitaiiird them
lil)crally, and difmiffccl them. On their return, they
javethe king their mailer a minute account of "Miat
lad happened, which greatly affctlcd him, and con-
vinced him that this miracle was wrought by the im.

mediate hand of Heaven, and that thc prophet was
divinely

highly ageravated I\y his making the people to fin. By hisevil
ample ana ;iuthorit™ he corrupted their worthip, anil juuly drtiv
upon liimfclf the guilt of their ttanfgreflions.

* Though a conqueror ii at liberty to pthis csirmifs to tho
fword, yetthe laws of humanity and-tfompaffion flioutd afwiyi vc-

ftrain u» from treating with the utrooft (i;verltjr fuch as fiiricrulri
U u tbcmlUvts,
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divinely iiifpircd when he delivered the prediftion in
the name of G«d. Adad refolved that, hencefor-
mnard, he would never fcek to injure the king of
Ifrael io a treacherousmanner; but, confiding in his
numbers ~id llrengih, would engage hitn in open
eWar.

renelnt Thus refolved, Adad collefted a nume-
hoililities rous army, with which he marched againlt
llcaitift jd"<  jehoram ; who thinking his forces inade-
1] quate to the rifk of a battle in the plains,
remained witiiin the walls of Samaria; which being
ftrongiy fortified, Adad hefitated whether he fliould
attack him in form, or endeavour to reduce it
by famine. At length' the place was beficged, and
the garrifon was fo rec'ucea for want of prqvifions,
that the head of an afs was fold for eighty pieces of
filver, and five pieces was the price ofapint of pige-
on’'sdung, as the fauce for it. In this diftrefs Jcho-
ram was apprehenfive, that fome perfon might inform
the enemy how greatly the famine had reduced
them; for which reafbn he daily walked round the
fortifications, had an eye upon the guards, and was
very attentive tTiat no fpy fnould enter the city in a
private manner.
A While the king was thus employed, a
famotins». woman demanded his afTiflance. He fup-
meria fkofeti. fhc came to beg of him, and faid,

How can | aflift you, who have neither barns nor
wine-prrfffes ?” Hereupon the woman laid, flie afked
not for food but forjullicc, jnd wifhedhe would de-
termine a debate between”nother yeoman and her-
felf. The king afking h”~ meaning, flie told him
that her neighbour and ht~frif being both ready to
perifh for food, having each ay™nale infant, agreed to
kill their children in turn, ®- prevent themfelves
from Itarving. She faid her child was killed and
drefTed on the preceding day, and the other wpman
had a fhare of it; but now tliat fhe ought to partake
of the other child, the woman had departed from her
promife, and concealed it. . This narrative almoll
diflraftcd Jehoram, who tore his garments,
and exclaimed, that he was never com-
pletclv wrctched till that moment. < And
this, (“faid he} would not have happened,
if the prcrohet had applied to God in my favour;
but his life fhall pay the forfeitand, in the firftim-.
puHeof his rajre, he fent an officer to cutoff' the
head of the prophet.

Elifha was not unacquainted with this refolution of
the king, and while ne was in company with his
difciples, he told them, that Jehoram had commif-
fioned an officer to head a party who were to deflroy
him. “ Therefore, (faidhej, keep an eye on them,
and when they approach, flwt the door till the king
comes ; for he has altered his intention, and is now
on the way to counteraft what he ordered.” Thefe

The Kking
<ieds» o

evit Eiiiha to

thi-nifelvps, and implore our mercy. Bcfidfs the humanity and
charity of thisaction, it was both prudent and politic, at it was the
bdi natural means.to moHify the hearts of thsfs Sytians.

* Ini‘efcribingalargefliower, or grtw fitll of r.iin, the facrcd

writer* ufe thephrafe ol opemng the n/iiiidwii ofh ta v en fee

[Book IX.

direftions were obeyed, and the party was (hut out
till the arrival of Jehoram, who had made all pofnble
hafle to prevent his commands refpe£ting the life of
the propliet being executed.

The king had no fboner arrived, than
he betan to revile the prophet, who could
fuffer them to endure fuch extreme dif-
trefs, without oHering one prayer to God on their
behalf. In anfwer hereto the prophet laid, that by
the fame hour on tlie day following, provifions fhould
be fb cheap in Samaria, that the market price of a
meafure t>f finer flour fhould be only a lhekel, and
the fame fum. for two meafiucs of barley. 'I'his pre-
didion was credited by the king and his attendants,
who had heretofore had fuflicient proofs of the pro-
phet’'s veracity. Hereupon they had as much faith
in the prophecy as if it had been already accom-
pliflied ; but one of the king’sfavourite olhcers who
commanded a third of the army, and was then in
familiar coiiverfation, leaninjr on the .king, faid,
“ What you have now declarea is ascreuible as that
it fhould rain flour and b'arley from heaven *; and |
fhould as readily afTent to it.” Tathis 'the prophet
replied, that what had been fo-etold fhould intalli-
bly happen, and that he fhould be a witnefs of it,
without partaking of the benefit: which accordingly™
came to pafs.

At this time four leprous perfons lived Baaviour of
without the gates of Samaria|j&nd it was theieptn.
not cuftomary to admit any fuch within the walls.
The famine raged fo violently in the city that no pro-
vifion could be hoped for from that quarter, and to
remain where they were, threatened equal defiruc-
tion ; on which they refolved to fubmit to the mercy
of the enemy, who would either fpare their lives,
or deflroy them in a more eligible way than Itarving.
Being all of the fame fentiment, they departed by
night to the camp of the Syrians, who, on the in-
ftant, were flruck with an imagination that they heard
the trampling ofhorfes, and tne noife of armed men
invading them ; on which they repaired in hafte to
Adad, and acquainted him that Jehoram and his al-
lies wfre on the march within hearing. This ftory
was the«fr.ore readily believed by Adad, becaufe his
own imagination had painted the fame Icene : where-
fore every man began to fhift for himfeff, and the
whole army retSred ill confufion, each anxious to
fave his own life, and leaving horfcs, carriages and
treafure, behind them. The lepers arriv- TheSyriam
ing at the tents of the Syrians, and find- t«ir
ing all quiet, refrefhed themfelves with
eating and drinking, and then carried away gold and
other rich effefts, which they buried in a hole they
had dug for that purpofe. Having four times loaded
themfelves in this manner, and hnding the enemy
quite retreated, they confidered that they ought, on

Eiiha pro-

1 Kings vii. 2. This unfeafonaSle ridicule, therefore, implici
that the nobleman thought that fuch a fu.Ulen tranfition fn>m famine
to plenty, prediiteJ by the prophet, deferved no crctlit, and was as
iinprobabk- as to expctl that it ihould rain corn.

the



Chap. ITT.I THE

the firft difcovcry,-to have acquainted Jehoram, and
the people in the city, wiih thiseycnt: on wliich they
battened back to Samaria, and arriving at the walls
of the city, called aloud to the watch that the camp
was abandoned by the enemy. They likcvil'e, at
the fame lime, fent notice hereof by the Kking’s
guards: on which a councfl was rummoned, to
whom Jehoram delivered his fcntimelits, that it was
an artifice of the enemy to (“raw his I'ubjcfchs into an
ambufh. “ Probably, (faid he}, they del'paired of
ftarvingus, and have therefore had recourfe to this
ftratagem. Now, for this reafon, | would be
guarded againll thistreachery, and not embark in an
affair that may totally ruin our caufe.” Hereupon
one of the council, prcmifing that his majeftv liad
formed a right judgment, hinted that it would be
proper to fend two horfemen as far as Jordan to learn
the truth ; that if they lhouldbe made prifoners, the
l0’<would not be great, and it might ferve as a cau-
tion to others. The king acceded to this propolal,
and difpatched the melfen”rs, who foon returned
with an account that not an enemy was to be feen;

which it pii-' there was pleiity of corn and arms,
hgedby e  and abundance of things which the Syri-
Urrfiiie.. ans appeared to have left in their hurry.

This intelligence'induced the king to fend out peo-
ple to pillage the camp of Adad, where they obtanied
an immenfe booty in gi~d, filyer, horfes, and other
cattle, and an amazin”~i~uantity of corn ; fo great,
indeed, that the former fcarcity was forgotten in the
jprefent plenty ; and, agreeable to Eliftia’sprophecy,
fa meafure of flour and two of barley, were fold each
fora fhekel; containing a bufhel and a half, Italian

ip meafure: but the Officer before-named, who coni-

y

mandi'd a third of the army, received no benefit
thereby, for, being ftationed at the gate, by the king’s

'i command, he was crufhcd to death by the crowd.

By this time Adad had retii-ed in fafety
to Damafcus mand having learnt that the
hafty retreat from the camp was the confe-
cjuence only of their own fcars, he con*
fidered it as the immediate judgment of
heaven, and fell ill through the anxiety of hismind.
Elifha now advanced towards Damafcu”™ WTiich
Adad being informed of, fent Hazael with rich prci-
fents to the prophet, at)d bad(; him tyiquire whether
the king would furvive his difeafe. Forty camels
being”~oaded with valuable eff'etts, Hazael proceeded
on his colnminion, and meeting the prophet, faluted
him witli the mou profound felptci, produced his
prefents, and adadnim”in the king’s name, what
would b(t the illue of his diforder. Elilha
faid, the king would not live; but bade

Ai>d, being
"ulcenillifendi
a mrfrenger to
Elilh.I1 to in.
quirtconcem -
ing the iffue.

Elilln fore-

WIli ihe death T a - )
of Adid, and him conceal the intelligence from him.
rd>encemfit  Hazael was fhocked at this news; and

® Eliflia wept extremely, in conlideration

. He fuffocatcd him with the cloth, which he pretendfd to hy

on his face to cool him. Some dopicB of our author read a »iV,
and othrri a nvrrliif, uhich commrntators endea-
vour 10 rcconcilc by affcrting, that the covcrlid was made of net-

ANTIQUITIES

OF THE JEWS.

171

of the future diflrcncs of the people. Hazael dc™
manding of the proplict thr cauie of his grief, he re-
ined, ‘1 weep to think what mifery you will occa-
ion to the Ifraelites. 'rbcr principal mca ihall be
put to the fword by ymi, who Ihall likewife dt Itroy
the cities by fite, kill their children by dafhing them
agaiiifl the ffones, and rip others from the mothers’
wombs.” Hazael alked how he could be the author
ofiuch dillrefs? to which the prophet faid, “ God
has declared to me that you are to reign in Syria.”
Hereupon Hazael deprted, and told Adad he
fhould recov™er of his diforder; but vifuing him on
the following day, he took awet cloth*, with which
he ftrangled hun, and ufurped the government.

CHAP. 1.

The ARABIANS ravage ISRAEL. JEHORAM's

deplorable Death, He is ficceede'd iy his Son
AHAZIAH.
ot long after the prediflion of invafion of

Elifha concerning Hazael, the Ara-

bians on the confines of Ethiopia, in company wiili
other barbarians, affembled, and forced their way
into Jehoram’s kingdom. Having laid wafle the
country as they went, they etvtered the royal palace,
and flripped it, and lial»i"d all the wives and chil-
dren of the king? except ~ ly his fon Ahaziah, who
with great difficulty efc”~ d from their rage. This
misfortune! was fuccee”i by Jehoram being feizcd
with the diforder whijp the prophet had preditlcd,
which was fb peflilenfial, that it was juflly deemed
the confirquence of the immediate wrath of Cod;
his b«wels daily falling from him in his own view.
His ftibjefts even triumphed in his diflrefs, and con-
fidered it as due to his execrable wickednefs. When
he died, his corpfe was denied the honour of a royal
funeral, for they would iiot place itin the tomb of his
father. His reign v.'as eight years, and his age forty;
and Ahaziah his fon fucceeaed him in the govern-
ment of the people of Judah.

The death of Adad afforded a profpeft
to Jehoram, king oflfrael, ofthe recovery
of Ramoth-Gilead, for which purpole he
railed alarge army, and marched towards
that city. An arrow fliot by a Syrian wounding him,
on the Hrfl attack, he was obliged to retire to Jezreel,
w obtain acure; leaving his army under the com-
mand of Jehu, who fbon compelled the town to yield.
It was Jeboram’s intention to wage war againft the
Syrians, as foon as he fhould be recov(?rea. In the
interim, Eliflia~difpatched one of the difciples to Ra-
motb, to anoint Jehu with holy oil, and pronounce

Jchomm
wce>ndrd by «

ian ti AT

work. Eut as the ms(he« would have given the king room en’
to pcrfpirc through thtfm, their opinion ferms mo'rc agreeable to
the context who think it was either a coverlid of goat't hair, 01 clfc
a thick cloth, which would imbibe a large gnantity of w”icr,

hint
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him king, by the divine authority. This I'nefli-iiger
was likewife ordered to leave the placc with expe-
dition, and to keep his bufinefs a I'ecret from every
khu ujcinteii One. Finding Jehu with his officers, he
KE begged, t() fpeak to him in private ; and
Jehu retiring with him to his clofet,* was anointed
king, with directions to dcftroy the lioufe ol’Ahab,
and revenge the death of the prophets whom Jezel)cl
had cauled to be inhumanly murdered. The mel-
feiiger laid farther, that as Jehoram the fon of Nebat,
and all the family of Baaflia, had fallen fiicVifices to
their vices, fo the whole race of Ahah fnould be ut-
terly demolinied. Having delivered his commiflion,
he retired as privately as polliblc, and Jehu returned
to his officers. Thef™ were anxious to "know the
bufinefs of the men'enger, whom thev thought was not
in his fenfes. “ No (faid Jehu), he fpoke like a
madman*.” This only excited their curiohty to
know the particulars; on which Jehu told diem, he
had declared him king, by the comnland of (Jod.
Hereupon, the officens taking each his cloak, piled
Illiem one on another, to form a kind of temporary
throne; on which Jehu IX'ing fealed, they founded
horns and trumpets, congratulated him on liis luc-
ceflion, and falutcd him as king. At tiiis time Jcho-
ram was at Je/aeel, to be curecl of the wound he had
received at Ramoth: and Ahaziah, his filter’s fon,
was likcwile there on a vifit to him. Hereupon Je-
hu marched his army to Jezreel, where ie pro-
pofed to furpriie them : but he gave flriCt or-
ders to his foldiers, not tdRi*nd the tealt intelligence
to Jehoram, as the tedof t~ir loy alty to himfelf.
jdioMn jrd The army iniff*liately obeyed the or-
kill- ders of Jehu, llatia*iing themfelves upon
ea by Jehu. pafles towards Jfe/reel, and effetlually
prevented any intelligence being communicated to
the enemy. In the mean time, Jehu mounted his
rhariot, and, being attended by a*party of chofen
troops, proceeded towards the city. This party be-
ing obfervcd by a fpy, related bis difcovery to jeho-
ram, who immediately ordered a horfeman to go up
If) the party, and learn of whom it was compol'ea.
The man obeyed; and upon his making enquiry re-
lative to the ilate of the army, Jehu ordered him,
witliout concerning himfelf about the troops, to fall
into the rear and join the march. The fpy having
gi\'en notice that the meH'enger had joined the party
which was advancing towards the town, another cou-
rier was difpatched, and he wasalfo detained by Jehu :
upon which the king moiinted his chariot, and being
accompanied by his kinl'man, Ahaziah, the king of
‘Judah, vent forth towards Jehu, who continued his
inarch at a regular aivd moderate pace. Upon his ar-

* Thefacred hiftorian (a Kings, ix. ii.) makes the imputation

of mailncfs in the prophut to from the otiicr ofiicrrs, who

inijuirej of Jehu, " Whciicc came tliis mad fellcnxi to thee?” and

indeed, the abruptnefj of kis addrcfs, the terror painted on his

cuunteiiance, the haftc with which he lied, the gcaetal contempt

which men of a military life have for the priefthood, joined to the

contcirpfwhich idolaters have for the j<rophet» of the true God,
2 m
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rival intlwfield ofNabotb, Jehoram quedioned Je-
Im concerning the lituation of his troops. Inflead
of giving an anfwcr, Jehu faid he might boaft of an
abandoned proditute, in die perfo’i of his mother.
Upon tbis, Jehoram obferved to the king of Judah,
that it was evident his dedruClion had been con-
flired: and as he was providing for his fafety by
f ight, Jehu let' fly an arrow, which penetrating hif!
heart, he fell from his charit)t; and Jehu recollecting
that he had heard Klijafi pronounce that Ahab and
his w'hole race (I'ould perilh in the field which he had
ul'urpetl I'roui Naboth, ordered Bidkar, v.ho com-
manded a uiird part, of his forces, to caft the body
of Jehoram into that,field. Abaziah apprthending
himfelf to be in danger, turned Into a private road,
but being purfued and wounded by an arrow which
was pointed at him by Jehu, he difmounted from
his chariot, took horfe, and lied to die city of Me-
giddo, where he foon fell a vidim to the wound he
liad received. His remains were interred at Jeru-
lalem. He reigned one, year, during which period”®
he proved hiinielf to be a man of more iniquitous |
principles than his prcdecefior.

CHAP IV I

JEHU puts JEZEBEL to Death, extirpates /Ap]|
Race of AHARB, with the idolntrous Pricjls, and de- |;

molijhes the Temple of BAAL.

HEN Jehu made his entry into the Dehof ‘
W city ot Jezreel, queen Jezebel be-
inp fiimptuouny apparelled, placed herf<-)f at a tur-
ret window, in order to view the proceffion; and as
he was palfing, (he faid, “ A faithful fubjett that, who
kills his fovereign!” I'his being noticed by Jehu,
he demanded who the woman was, and ord.".red her
to defcend; but, as flie did not complj’, he com-
manded the eunuchst by whom fhe whas attejid-
ed, to cad her down. They obeyed : and die walls
of the tower, againd which lhe ftruck in falling,
wer2"ffSYricd with her blood. Jehu and iiis followens
proceeding to the palace, rode over die body, and
trampled it under foyt. After having remained a
fhort time in the palace, Jehu gave oi ders that, from i
a refpe”™ to the exalted dation of Jezebel, her do-
medics (hould caufe her remains to be buried with
the honours due to her rank : but only a part of the
(kull, the palms of her hands, and fojes of her feet,
could be lound, the refl having been devoured by
the dogs. This circumdance. gave die new Kking

might all coincide to make the reft of the captains look on the pro-
phet in tliis unfavourable liijht.

+ 'I'nefe perfons, in the fiaiJern conntries, attended upon queens in
their chambers, and, by their great care artd diligence, were often
promoted to places of ~rcat truft and iirofit; as appears from fhe
Hebrew word, which is fometimes ufe<i to fignify a great cffiferof
ftate, who dwells in the palace, and is near the pcrfon of the fovereign.

additional



CIiap.V.l

additional veneration towards the propliecics of Kli;
)ah, who had foretold that in Jezrecl the flcfh of Je-
zebel (houid be eaten by dogs.

The fevenfy fons of Ahab rcfidcd at this time
in Samaria. In order to be convinced of the
difpolition of the people towards him, Jehu wrote
letters to the governors of the young princcs,
and the principal magillrates of thf town, faying,
that as they pofleffed niynerons fortified towns,
and other places of ftrcngtn, and were abundantly
provided with troops, chariots, and every imple-
ment of war, it would be a6ling a commendable
part to felefl from the youths one who fhould be molt
worthy to afl'umc the regal dignity, and under his
comnuind to avenge the death of their late fovereign.
Thefc letters being taken under confideration, tho
refuk was, that it would be a highly impolitic and
dangerous procedure, to difpute the power of a man
who had a ready vanquifhed two powerful kings ;
they therefore informed Jehu, that they would ac-
knowledge the fovereigntv of no other man than
himfelf, and declared that they would implicitly fub-
mit to his commands. Jehu wrote again, requiring
them, as a teftimony of their obedicnce, to fend him

head”™ and hands of the fona*of Ahab. Hereupon
Ay»fiven  a confcrence was held between the magif-
tyfonidiin.  trates and the governors of the princes,
and they came to a refolution of complying with the
requifition of Jehu. He was at fupper when iiuelli-
gence was delivered, that the heads and hands of the
. princcs were arrived : he ordered them to be placcd
ni heaps, one on each fide of the palace gate. Going
forth trie following morning to view them, he faid to
j the multitude, “ It is true that | killed the king my
I mailer, but by whom have his fons been flain ?” He
i applied himfelf to convince the people, that the la-
*crifice of the lioufc of Ahab was agreeable to the will
i of the Almighty, and the predifcticm which he had
diftated tohts prophet. Having put to death all the
perfons he could difcovcr of the family of Ahab, he
departed for Samaria. On Hisway, he joiiied com-
pany with forty-two of the relations of Ahaziah, king
of Jerufalem, who informed him, that the guyH>le ot
their journey was to acknowledge allegiaiiceto Je-
horam and Ahaziah ; for they were ignorant that
thofe princcs had been flain by Jchy. He caufcd all
ihefe perfons to be put to death. He afterwards met
with’jfehonadab, a man of ttrift integrity, who ap-
plauded'his zealous endeavours for extirminatingthe
race of Ahab. Inviting him to tal e a place in his
chariot, and to accompjJrjy him to Samaria, Jehu faid
he lhould bear witnefs, that he would put all the apo-
(tates to the only true God to the fword ; and that
men of virtue derived fatisfaftion from inflitting a
juft punilhment upon the wickcd. They r<”/aired to
the city, where Jehu caufed the relations of Ahab to
be put to death, as fait as they could be difcovered.
To prevent the efcape of the falfe prophets and
idolatrous priefts, he iuggefted the following Itrata-
gctn; he declared himlelF determined to oblcrve a
more fcrupulous attention to the worfhip of Baal
than had been paid by. Ahab, and that he meant to
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offer a "rent facrifice to the idol; on which occafion
he required the attendance of the priefts and pro-
phets, on the penalty of forfeiting their lives. Oi\
the apjiointed day thev anembled at Samaria, and
were prefcnted with veltniems, in which they habited
themielvcs pi™ paratory to their religious ceremonies.
Jehu, accompanied by Jehonadab, repaired to the
t-emple of Baul, and caufed all perfons to evacuate
the building, who wert- not fervants to the idol, under
the pret,ext of not lulfering the cercmony to be pro-

faned by th"™ prefence of unqualified perfons. When
the apoftafcs were on the point of com-
meiicing their abominable wprfliip, Jehu «i wdrihip

gave a lignal'to a party of fourfcore men,
who were ftationed near the* entrance, upon which
they rufiled in upon the priells and prophets, and
fjtthem all to death. They were enjoined not to
are the lives of either prophets or priefts, on pain
of being themfelvcs put to death. Further, to purify
the city from the moft abominable facrilege, Jehus
men fet fire to the royal palace, which was intirely
confumed. Baal was the idol of the Syrians, to which
Ahab had dedicated an altar, in compliment to his
father-in-law, Ithobal, king of Tyre arid Sidon; and
belides appointing priefts and prophets, provided
every requifite for thf*ir religious ceremonies.
Though Jehu ftill permitted the adoration of the Il-
raelites towards the golden calves, the Almighty, in
confideration of the leverities he had inllifclcd
upon the apoftates, waa”>leafed to intimate, by the
agency of a J>rophet, fcat his poftcrity, till the
fourth generation, Ih<>” reign over the people of
Ifrael.

CHAP. V.

ATHAIJAH confpires ike DtfIntBion of (hf. Line,
of DAVID. JOASII, the Son of AHAZIAIT, is
pnfervid by JEIIOIAD”, the Uigh-Pnejl, and
anointed King at JERUSALEM ..

Ailii}iahcpn>.
fpirei thr dc*
3+ udiori of

THALIAH, daughter of Ahai>, king
A of Ifrael, a»<l widow di Jehoram,
king of Judah, being informed of the de-
valtation which Jehu had made- in the ini-
auitous family of her father, formed a

etermination of revenging the deaths of her brother
Jehoram, Ahaziah, her lon, and oth”r kindred, by lo

eftcdually exterminating the line of David, as not to

futter a man to efcape her vengeance, who (houid

boalt an hereditary claim to the throne of Judah.

She accordinglv gave orders, that the fons of Ana-

ziah fhould be flam ; but the nurfe of Joafh, wdvj w™,

then a year old, concealed the infant among the bo-
dies of his deceafed brethrenand unf)n Jelu ih.i®
beth, lifter of Ahaziah, and wife of Jchoiada, the’
high-pricft, entering the palace,” flie perceivi d tiic

child, and fecretly conveyed him to her dwti niK,
and thence into the temple, whcrcj without thf cu -

X x cuuilidiicc

fMi «U Kia*
rd
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cumflancc being known to any perfon exccpt her
luif})and, fhe carcfully nouriflied him during the fix
years of Athaliah’s reign over the two tribes in
Judea*.

Jtufhanointrd
tiiiighy jchoi-
tii (he high-
pricll.

Jchoiada, in the feventh year, produced
the child to five captains, ;nd prevailed
upon them to unite their endeavours to-
wards inverting him with the regal dignity.
Having hound lliemfelves by an oath of fidelity and
fecrecy, the captains departed, in order to fumnion
the pnefts, Levites, and the principal meii* of the
tribes, in the name of the high-pricil, to~affemble at
Jcrufalem. Being arrived, Jehoiada infonned them
that, on condition of engaging in an oath of fecrecv,
he would communicate«io them a matter of the hign-
e(l importance to the public weal, wherein he fliould
have occafion to requert their afiiftance. He admi-
niitexed the oath, and then pointijig to Joafli, faid,
“ Behold your king: he is the only furviving branch
of thQ houfc of David, whofe pofterity it was the
pleafure of the Almighty to promife fiiould continue
to reign over us. It is my advice, that you form
yourleivcs into three parties; one to guard the king
in the temple j another to pofTefs thcmfelves pf the
feveral avenues to the bui dings; and the third to
guard the open gate leading to the palace. Such as
are unprovided with arms, may follow their inclina-
tions, as to remaining in the temple, or otherwife :
but no perfons bearing weapons muft be admitted to
the building, except they b~ riefts.” He appointed
certain prieits and Levites”™ remainwiear the king,
as the guard of his perfon, lecping their fwords eon-
ftantly unfheathed, and to any man who fhould
attempt to force into the tem~. with arms; and to
employ the utmolt vigilance iXwards the perfonal
fafctyof the new fovercign. The perfons alTembled
on the occafion, unanimoufly approved the conrduft
of the high-priert; whofe next bufinefs was to open
a magazine, and deliver to the centurions, prierts,
and Levites, arrows, lances, and other implements
of war, which had bein depofited in the temple by
David. The arms beinffdiltrihuted, the centurions,
pncits, and Levites, ftationed themfelves without
the temple, which they intirely furrounded: and as
they llood fo near as to be able to take each othtr
by the hand, none could obtain admidion whom it
was judged expedientto exclude. Joafhvwearing a
royal crown, was now produced; and being anoint-
ed with the holy oil, the high-prieft, with the ufual
formalities, proclaimed him kmg. The ceremony
was accompanied with reiterated acclamations; aiid
the perfons who attended on the occafion, joined in
wifhes that Joafli might enjoy a long and™ happy
reign, and prove vitlorious over his enemies”™

The fhouts of the people reached the palace, and
proved terribly alarming to Athaliah, who iummoned
her guards, and repaired to the temple, where (he

* The terrible fate of thefe royal families cannot be read without
horror. 'Flie whole offipring of Al>«b was cut uff for their idolatry,
iuid the kings of Judah having contracted aa affinity with the houfc
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gained a ready adttiittance, but her attendants were
not fiiffered to accompany her. Perceiving Joalh
feated on the throne, and wearing a crown of royalr
ty, fhe vehenKiitlv called for the ufurpcr to be de-
llroycd. Jehoiaaa ordered her to be taken i'lto
cuftody, and to be put to death at the brook of Ki-
dron, laying that the temple was not to be polluted,
by the I)lood of*a perfon fo abandoned to wicked-
nefs. The officers appointed to exectue the com-
miffion, were direfted to* put any man to death wha
fhould attempt a relcue.

The fcntencc pronounced by Jchoiada
being executed upon Athaliah, be affcm-
bled the populace in the temple, and adminiflered
the oath of allegiance to the new king. Joafli now
bound himfelf under the folemnity of an oath, to a
faithful difcharge of the religious autics, and a rigid
oblervance of tlie commandments of God, which had
been tranfmitted to us by Mofes. Thefe ceremonies
being concluded, the people halted to the temple,
which, with a view to inj™atiate themfelves in the fa-
vour of Ahab, Athaliah, and her hufband Jehoram,
had built and dedicated to the idol Baal ; this build-
ing they intirely laid in ruins, and put to death a
pneftofBaal, named”~attan.

Aih»ii»h

Agreeable to the inftitution of David, Jchoiadi re-
th« holy temple of Jerufalem was com-
mitted to the care of the prierts and Le- 'Px»fGod.

vites 5 and, according to the law of.Mofes, Jehoiada
appointed a folenin facrifice andincenfe to be offer-
ed each day: and he felefted a number of the Le-
vitesj to prevent the temple being polluted by un-
purihed perfons gaining admittance. Joafn was now
conduded from tlie temple to the royal palace; and
being feated on the throne, was again declared king,
amidrt the univerfal lThouts and acclamations of the
pecmle. The death of Athaliah, and the fucceffion
of Joafli to the fovereignty, were events fo agree-
able to the multitude, that they employed feveral
days in feartingand merriment. The rnother of Jo-
afh was a woman ofBeerfheba, named Zibiah. Dur-
ing the life of Jehoiada, Joaih flriftly adhered to the
duties of religion and the laws of his country. On
hisarrfTSTto a ftale of manhood, he obtained the ap-
probation of the high-priert to efpoufe two women,
)y each of whon\ he had ifTue.

cClI1t AP VL

JEHU dies, and is fucceeded in the Government of
ISRAEL by his Son, JEHOAHAZ. The Dege-
neracy of JO ASH, who caiifess ZECHARIAH to be
Jloned to Death. The Siege of JERUSALEM, by
MAZAEL. JOASII dies.

of Ahab, were fo dcftroyed by three fucceffivc mafTacres, that there
was but one left.

A Dcfperate



Chap. VII.]

\ Dcfperate war was profecutcd by Tlazael, king of
Syria, a™aiiwt Jclui, king of the Ilraclitfs, in tlie
courfe of which an inimenfc trad of land, caflward
of the Jordan, was laid waftc, great havockwas rom-
mitted upon tiie tribes of Reuben and Gad, and the
half-tribe of Manaffeh, and the cities of Gilead and
Batana™a were vanquifhed and plundered. Thefe
places were entirely confuincd by firt-, and the inha-
bitants, without diftinftion tj" age or lex, were put to
the fword : and thefe cntcrpriles were accomplifhed
with very little oppofition on the part of Jehu, who
held the religion and laws of God in contempt*. In
the twenty-feventh year of his reign over Ifrael, Jehu
died; and his remains were buried at Samaria. Je-
hfoahiaz, the fon of Jehu, fucceeded to the throne of
Ifracl.
Dittieracyof Aftcr tlic deccafc of Jehoiada, Joafli,
ire kg tnd and the principal people of his dominions
degenerated into an utter contempt of the
holy religion. The Almighty fent prophets to ex-
xjltulate with them on thwir abominable apoftacy ;
Jut the vengeance denounced againft them, and the
example afforded them in the fate of their prcdecef-
lors and families, upon whom the judgment of heaven
been inflicted, as a punifliment for the enormity
ofiheir crimes, were not fufficient to efVetl a refor-
mation. Zechariah, the fbn of Jehoiada, exhorted
the king and the people to repentance, as the means
of avoiding the dreadful judgments which would in-
evitably be tlie confequence of perfifting in their
iniquity. The king, regardlefs of all the fervices
which had been renclercd nim by his father, caufed Ze-
chariah to be ftoned to death in the temple. With
his dying breath, he appealed to the Almighty, as
his judge and witnefs, that he fuffered for having
adminiflered good counfel, and for being fon of a
man who had cfFetbially laboured in the Tervice of
the king. Soon after this, Hazael fubdued and plun-
dered the city of Gath, and then led his troops to-
wards Jerufalem. Terrified at the approach of the
Syrian army, Joafh entered into a comf)ofition with
Hazael, to whom he furrendered the immcnfe trea-
fiire contained in the temple, as a confidcaay&i for
his raifing the fiege. A fliort time having el~fed,
Joafh fell fick; and this circumftance was taken ad-
vantage of by the friends of Zicchariflh, who attacked
Yoathn”, him by furprife, and took away his life.
He lived forty-Icjven years. He was in-
terred al Jerufalem ; but his impious courfes had
rendered him fi) obnoxious, that his body was de-
nied a place in the ioyal*fepulchre.

* Strange that a man fo jealous of the honour of the Lord of

Hofts, as to flay the whole racc of Ahab, and utterly dcHroy all the
prieils, proghets, #nd principal worfhipjx;r» of Baal.lhould himfeif
depart from tfic obfervance of the holy commandment, and as the
hillorian informs us, fhould hold the laws of God in contempt, and
bccome a worfhipp«‘r of Hocks and ftones.

+ This was an information by aftion, whereby the prophet in-
formed the king of the viflory he Ilhould gain over the AlTyrians,
to coiifole him on account of his o«n approaching death.. Hi»
fliooting the arrow eaftward, was cxplaiacd by the prophet to fig-

THE ANTIQUITIES

OF THE JEWS. 375
CHAP VIL
JOASH fmcerdfd by hu Son AMAZIAH. JE-

H O AH AZ obtains the divine AdJijlaiicr ugainjl 11A-
ZAXL. WASH, the Son ofJEHOAHAI, be-
comes King. The DeJiruHion of the ASSYRIANS
foretold by ELISHA. HAZAEL dying, the King-
dom 0j SYRIA defcends to AD AD; his Son.

'T'H E government of Judah defcended AmaxUhfuc-

J. to Joafh, from his father-Amaziah; hit -
and when Joafh had reigned twenty-
one years, Jehoahaz, the fon oK/Jchu, began a reign,
which lulled feveiiteen years* over the people oflf-
rael, in Samaria. His condufcl was very different
from that of his father, fince, by his difregard to everv
thing that was praife-worthy, he imitated the worft
of his ancellors. In the interim, the great force of
the king of Syria, who had over-run many of his ci-
ties, and dcilroyed numbers of the inhabitants, was
reduced to ten thoufand foot, and five luindred horfc.
Elifha had preditled this misfortune to the Ifraelites,
in informing Hazael that he fhould deffroj- his lord,
and take on himiclFtbe government of Damafcus aiul
Syria. At this unhappy period, Jehoiada humbled
hirnfelf before the Lord, intreating relief from the
opprefTions of Hazael; and God neing pleafcd to
hear his prayers, peace and happinefs were rellorcd
to his dominions.

Joafh, the foTi of Jcholl™az, fucceeded jo.ih.kint of
to the government of Uj|j>I'l and Samaria, viiiu
in the thirty-feventh of the reign of
his name-fake Joafiy king of Judali. He reigned
fixteen years, and was in all refpetls the reverie of
his father, being a man of moft exemplary charafter.
Atttfistime, Elifha, the prophet, was very old; and
being on his death-bed, Joafh made him a vifit, wept
over him, and treated him as the father and friend of
his country. He fiiid, that while the prophet lived,
his prayerii'lind predittions would defend them againft
their enemies, to whofe merty he fhould be left when
he was departed : “ Wherefore (faid he) 1 would ra-
ther die with you, than live without you.”

The prophet was much affe6led with this
generou*; mrrow, and ordering a bow and freil.flion of
arrows, bid the king fhoot themt. After the
(hooting three times, he left off; on which the pro-

t faid, if more fhafts had been difcharged, he
Id have over-run the whole kingdom o Syria;
but as he had fhot only thrice, he fhould gain three

nify his delivcrancc from the Syrians; and hisordering him to llioot
the other arrows a”ainlt the ground, had not the king l)cen very
dull of apprehenfion, or very far gone in infidelity, mull have been
underllood by him to fignify a repetition of thefe vidtorics.
To ftop, therefore, when he knew beforehand what this a”ion
meant, was an inftance of the highell degree of fupinenef!!; and, i«
futh, juftly excited the indignation of ine prophet, who could not
but grieve at the calamities which threafcnrd hilcountry, on account
of the incredulity or remilTnefs of their king.

viQories
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viclorics over them, in which the lands they had
taken from his father, fhould be recovered, ilere-
upon the king left Klifha, who foon afterwards died.
'I'he prophet was highly celebrated for the upright-
ncfs of liis charaBcr, and the many niiraclen-he-v
wrt)u«;lu, an account of which is ftill prtiferved on the
records of the Hebrews. He was Buried iii a moit
magnificent manner, agreeable to the merit of fo
ilhiltrious a miIn. A little time afterwards fomc
thieves havijig murdered a traveller, threw the body
into the tomb of the prophet; but it had no Iboner
-touched him, than the man came to lifi?. Thus his
miracles lalled even after his death,

ivaih of The death of Hazael foon happening,
Hinei. the fon of Adad fuccccdcd of courfe to
the government of Syria; and Joalh now obtained
three vitiories over him, by which the Ifraelites re-
covered the country of Syrians Elidia had foretold.
Jeroboam fucceeded to the government, on the death
uf Joafh his father.

CHAP. VIII

The AMALEKITES, EDOMITES, and GABIL-
ITES, defeated by AMAZIAII. He k cnngmred
and taken Prijoner by JO ASH. He fuves his Lift
by giving vp JERUSALEM. He is murdered
his SubjeBs, andfucceeded by his Son UZZIAH.

chmaer of A MAZIAH ™ras advanced to rule over
Amaiishking £\ . thc tHbe OT~Jadah, in Jerufalem, in
ofjudih. the reign of Joafli king of Ifrael. Jehoa-
dan, a native of Jerufalem, wa\i his mother. From
his youth he was remarkable for his love of integrity;
and thc firft thing he did we&’s to punifh the murder-
ers of iiis father, who were all brought to juftice; but
he punifhed not their children ; fo lowing herein the
fentiments of Mofes, who held it wrong to chaftife
children for the crimes of their parents™ Amaziah
now enlvfted, and appointed centurions over fuch
of thc men of thc trmes of Judah and Benjamin, as
ewere about twenty years of age. Having determined
to wage war agaiuli the Amalckites, Edomites, and
Gabilites, he agreed to pay or”™ hundred talents of
filver to thc king of the Ifraelites, for twenty thou-
fand of his forces. When he was ready to march
againft his enemies, a prophet advifed him to dif-
mcharge the Ifraelites, for they were an abandoned peo-
ple, whofe dedrutlion would attend tha;of thofe who
were concerned with them; bchdes, with God’s help,
his own army was futHcient to deitroy his enemies.
As the king had already paid for his forccs, he did
not much like this udvice; but being rel'olved to
fuhmit to the will of Cod, as expreffed by the pro-
phet, he difmifl'ed them, faying, “ he would freely

* This is a very Cgnificant alleeory,
figure of atliilllc [a low, contemptible weed, but greatly elevated on
account of foine accidcntal advantages), intimates what would cer-
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in which Joalh, under the
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give that as a bountv, which had been received as
wages." When thefc troops were gone, he advanced
witu his own forces, and coriquercd his enemies, ten
thoufand of whom he killed in one battle, and drove
tl%c other ten thoufand to thc extremity of amountaiu
which overlooks Arabia, down which they were
thrown, and killed; after which, Amaziah returned
with immenfe tireafure. In the interim, thc twenty
thoufand difcharged troops were fo enraged'at tlve
rejeElion of their I'erviccs, that they invaded the
femerc, killed throe thoufand of the mhabitaats, and
drove off great numbers of cattle.

This vitlory fo elevated Amaziah, that
he forgot the God of battle, and departed
to the worfliipof the idols ofthe Ainalekites. Here-
upon the prophet went to him, and cxprelled his
auonifhment at hi.s worlhipping thofc gods, who, fo
far from protefting others, were unable to defend
themfelves, but were carried, with the rett of thc
booty, by the Hebrews ty Jerufale\n. The king bade
him fay no more, at his peril; to whicNi the prophet
only replied, that he would dcfid ; but that the ven-
geance of lieayen would be thc ccrtain confequence
of fuch a horrid fupcrllition.

NotwithllanHing this, Amaziah was fo
flufhed with his late fuccefs, that, regard-
lefs of the intervention of Providencc, he
wrote to Joafh, king of thc Ifraelites, a letter, re-
quiring fuch fubmiliion from him and his people, as
had heretofore been paid to David and Solonion,
his anceltors; and threatened that the fword fhould
decide the difference, in cafe of refufal. .To this
haughty letter, Joafli font an anfwer to the following
jurport: “ A thilile that grew on mount Lebanon
‘em, on a certain time, to a cyprus-tree growing ou
the fame fpot, laying, give thy daughter m marriagp
to my lon : on which a wild beall trod the thiftle to
the ground *. Learn hcnce to lower your ambition,
nor aim at things fo much above yon. Be cautious
left your pride, on having conquered the Amalekites,
fhould lead you to fuch aB.ions as may produce the
lofsofjour kingdom and Ufa.”

AriTSfeiah was now much more enraged
than before, and Providence leaving him
to thc influence, of hjs own paflions, he
prepared for battle: thc forces werfi drawn
up on each fide; but the troops of Ama-
ziuh lu) fooncr faw the enemy, than they
precipitately fled, and left the king to
be taken prifoner. I'ne opponents refufed him
guarter, but on the condition that the gates of Jeru-
falcem fhould be thrown open to them. Neceflity
and thc fear of death prevailed; and a breach of
three hundred cubits wide being made iu the wall,
Joafli entered the city in a triumphal chariot, with
Amaziah his prifoner preceding him. Joafli having

jupfei inm
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lenge toJo<(b,

He ii defeat-
ed, iivl tdken
erifaner, by
Joafli, who
takes Jcrufa-
lemmd plun-
Jeri the tem-
ple.

tainly be the fate of Amaziah, if he continued to provoke a prince
of his ftrength and jjower.— His rofufmg to follow this advice, feon
aftcnrards proved his ruiu,

made
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Toade prize of the gold, filver, holy iitenfils, and
<other trcal'ul-e found in the palace and temple, gave
the king his liberty, and retired with his boot>" to Sa-
maria. It was in the fourteenth j'car of the reign of
Amaijiah that this misfortune happened to JerufaJem,
the people of which confpiring again!! him, he fled
to Lachifii; but thither they purfued; and de/lroycd
him. His body being earned to Jerufalcm, was in-
terred with regal honours. »Thus ended the life of
a king, who owed his misfortunes to his departure
from the true religion. He dietl at the age of fifty-
one, having governed twenty-nine years; and Uz-
ziah, his fon, lucceeded to the throne.

CHAP. 1X..

UZZIAH's ViUories. His Departure from God, and
Punijhment. He is fuccefdei by his Son. "fONA-
THAN. ZECHARIAhk killed ly. SHALLUM,
who feizes the Governmint, SHALLUM Kkilled by
MANAHEM, and is fuurcded by his Son PEKA -
HIAH. He is murdered by PEKAH, who reigns in

Jlead, and is invaded by TIGLATH-PJLksIuR.
JVTHAM, King of JUDAH ; a pious Prince, tn
-whofe Reign the DedlruHion of NINEVEH, and
the ASSYRIAN, Empire, is,Joretold by NAHUM.

JEROBOAM, the fon of Joafli, became
J king of Ifrael in the fifteenth year of
' tne reign of Amaziah. He reigned forty
years, and held his court in the palace of his fbre*.
fathers, at Samaria. He was addittcd to idolatry,-
and was of a mind utterly depraved; and many were
ith: judgments againft the Ifraulites, in confequence
)of his wicke4 courfe of life. The prophet Jonah
had predifted of him, that he fhould conquer ~Ke Sy-
rians, and extend his dominions to the city of Ha-
math northwards, and fouthward to the lake Afphal-
tites, which had been formerly allotted by Jofhua as
the bounds of the land of Canaan. This proi™hety fo
lated Jeroboam, that he feized from the Syrians the
ands thus defcribed, -and annexed them to his own

Jp.ei™ofje-

‘“minions; thereby verifying the !llprophet’s ppe-
idion.
litooyo r~  Jonah was inftrufled by God to go to

mih > Nineveh, and there to preach dellrutl'ion-
o that wicked city, and the kingdoir>; but, unwilt
ng to be tlie authsr of fixh bad'news, he took hjs
>alfagie at “ppa, on board a ihip which was bound
0 Tarfhifh, in Cicilia. Durng tne voyage, the wind
‘lew fo tempelluoufly, that the Gommandtr, feamen,
lid even the pijpt, defpaired of ever making land.
*Vhile fome of the qrew were at prayers, and others
abouring to favc the fhip, it was ooferved that Jonah
ay on his facc, without lending any alTiftancc. The
orm becoming more violent, it was conceived that
lisjudgment arofe from the euiltof fom”pcrfon on
>oard, and they agreed to caft lots to difcoverthe of-
i;iider. This being done, the lot fell en Jonah;
No. 9.

THE ANTIQUITIES OF THE JEWS.

177

updn which they enquired who and what he was; to
which he aniwered, “ | am an Hebrew, and a pro-
phetof God; but 1 have occafioncd this ftorm, and
-you muft throM”me overboard, if Vou mean to faw
yourfclves and the fliip,” At firit they thought it
extremely inhuman, thus to devote to certain de-
ftrnilipn a man who had nut himfelf under thrir
care; but at length his authority, their own fears,

"rgent necefTity of the caie (for the (hip was
lult finkuig), determined them to call him over-
board ; and«n that moment the ftorm fubiided. We
are farther tpJd, that he was fwallowcd by a great
fifh, which threw liim up, three days afterwardi,
alive, and unhurt, on the coa™ of the Euxine Sea*.
The prophet having befought and procured GodV
oardon for difobeyiiig his commands, proceeded to
Nineveh; where having exalted himfelf fo as to be
properly heard, he foretold that the empire of Afia
was nearly at a period : and departed, when he had
thus fulfilled his commifTion.

Uzziah, on the day of a folemn feffival, wxih, for
haying cloathed himfelf in the drefs x)f a f
priell, went to the temple, toofTor incenfe prifn'ii *'
on the golden altar; on which, the high- firiton with
priefl, Azariah, and eighty other priefts,
haflilv repairing to the temple, protelled againft fuch
an allumption of the facerdotal rights, which had
ever been the peculiar privilege of the priefls of the
houTc of Aaron. Azariah enjoined him to defift
from fuch profaijity; but iiiic king bidding them dc
part, at iheir peril, an eartJiquake fliook tne temple,
and opened the roofof it,"t»hrough which afun-beani
darting, firuck the ii™ious prince with Icprofy.
Another miracle Riccft™eded this: not far to the well
of the cit)', at a place called Eroge, the fame earth-
guake”~divided a mountain in the middle, arid part of
it rolUng halfa'mile, flopped on the eafl fide ofan op-
pofite mountain, clofed up the highway, and covcrcd
the royal gardens with part of its contents. T'hc
king being a lepeij~the priefts advifed him to' depart
the city, as one unfit for fociety; and his fpirit was
fo broken by his illnefs, that he obeyed them. His
fon Jothan alfumed th”™ govtrnment, and the Kking
having languiflicd awhile in rctiremfnt, died, and
was buried in his gardens, in a tomb erected on the
6ccafion. « He reigned near fifty-two years, and was
near fixty-eight years of age.

About this time, Shallum, fon o f Jabefh, soB)rouf.
a domeflic of Zechariah, king of the If- '
raelites, murdered his mafler, before he ihglbraa-

had reigned feven months,and affuincd the wk
government; but news hereof reaching
Menahem, who commanded an army at
Tirzah, he marched to Samaria, when
Shallum had govcrued only thirty days, routed him
in battle, put him to the fword, and appropriated to
himfelfthe enfigns of royalty. Menaliem returned
with hisarmy to firzah, but the citizens refufing him

fucrmdi

* Jofephos was miftakcn as to
a learned and refpedlable hiftorian.

Yy admuianccj

t

place, asuprored.by Bochwt,
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he ray”~e<d the adjacent country, and,

u~heand-of caufca all the men, women,

4ud cjbiildrci®, to. 1™ ~Nficoy«d: atndhis rei“n of t«n
ycass ove” J™Mraei, was old %pi(ECe with thi« commence-
Hicqu SooQ aftcjrR tl)e ~ove maffacre, Pul, king of
AHyriii, thxeate««<i U) invadfe him j but he com-,
sounded: mattery Uy paying a thoufand talents of
Whvei;, at the rate>of fifty fhekels abead- This prince
was BU;ricdat:$ajfna<ria, and fucceedcd by- his fon Pe-

kahiili, whofe ighuinau difpofition equalled that
PaUnHi of his fatheif. When Pekaliia.i had reign-,
fumby Pe. ed two yeai;s» h« was. murdered at a pub-
\rgaightvivf?phié lic fW | b% Pckah, fon of Renialiah, who

ULt reigwed af¥it twenty-years, and died with

a charafctei equally mftingiiiflIK™ by his
ipipicty to God, a™id his want of common julJlice tQ
his tcllp)Vr(;reatui;c3.

Tt Kraglitci Tiglath-Pilcfcr, kin™ of Affyci™ made
oxi«ded by ijijci)r,do»s oni the llraelites dunng the
ihtSyn.ni,  fgign of the abovc-mcntioned Pekah, and

having conquered t'hc laixdj of Gilead, thc; country
beyond Jordan, and the adjacent part of Galilee,
with Affbraiand Cydida, made captive* of tlie inha-
bitantsj whom he conyeyed to hia own country*,
jothim,. pi. The triijc of Judah» in Jcrufalem, was
ovi «<iMri-  now governed by Jotham,,the fon of Uz-
int fjMhins  ziah, by Jerufhah, a native of the city.
e«r wl. prince wa?, dittinguifhed by his.de-
vot-ion, juftice, and pi*bUc- fpirit. He retdfied all
abuf(?s and kept every th#ng in proper order. The
galleries and porches ofi thi>temple wer< repaired by
him, and the city walls prevented from going to de-
cay. He buijt large and fttong towers; fubjefted
the AmmonitfCs to. tiie paymen.t of one hundred u-
ler™ts, and thirty thoui“nd meafures of wheat and
barley anniially. He raifed his kingdom to a ftate
of f|?lendor; and while hift people were djtaded
abroad, they w.Qre happy at, home.
Nosfcir*iprfl- The prophet Nahum, who lived in this
predi6lecLthe deitru£lion of
Niflevch, and the Alfyrian empire, in words, to this
purpofc: “'Nineveh jhail r*Memble a fi{h-pool, the
whalers of w,hich,are agitated, aviolent wind. The
ft»rm ftail occafion the people to fly, and cry one to
another. Take with you your gold andfilver; butthis
>djll be aifre”arded, a* life Oiall be held more valuable’
than riches. Divided in fentiments, they IhaJl run
weeping andlamenting amoag each other, their knees
trembling under, them,, and uefpaii in. their oounte-
naivfes. They Ilhall*lk what wiil" Deoome of the
habitations gf the lions, and the dam,s of the., lions
whqlpsj and the Lord (hall reply”™ that Nineveh lhall
be cut off frpm the faxe of the earth, and thc devaf-
tations of tbc wjildbealb fha has fent into the world'
lh.aU ccafe.” This, prophecy was- fuKilled at-the end
of;ont; huuflrcd ana fifteen year».

*- T'hi» was the fecoivl captivity or doport»fioo of tlie Ifraelitei,
the firA being made by Pul,,H”v.cftrtied t~o tr»Ue»and*a
lulf, fituated beyond Jbtdan. Th?, I"vig <€

[BoolelX.

Ahaz fucceedcd to th« throne of his fa-
ther Jotham, who died in the lixteenth h»i%"oroc!
year of his reign, and the forty-firll-of his  @ex hi* f*,
age. Ahaz was dittinguifhed by his imi- <*m
tating thc kings of Ifrael in their idohitrv', and by
violation of the laws of his country, beyond any
princc who had precoded him. He raifca altars in
Jerufaleni, on which ho faxrrifked to idote, and even
offered his fon, as a bitf'.it-offitriug”™ according lo-the
cuttom of the Canaaniles; and committed-other afcts
e<jually atroeioas. I>»ring this condutl, Rezin king
ot DaniaJcus, and Pekah. king of the Ifraelites, unit-
ing tiu'ir armies, maFched: and beiieged Jeruftilem ;
which, lw)wever, was fo fortified, that tney were com-
pelled todcfill from the attack.

In the mean time, the king of Syria took po(rellion
of the city of Elath, near the Red Sea, deftroyed all
tj»e inhabltant.s, and Supplied thcjr-.places by a colo-,
ijy of Syrians, Soon afterwards lift feized on fttvcfal
calllcfi aijd fortrelles, (laughtered the- Hebrews i« a
dreadful mannjer,, acquii'ea great plunder, and then
retreated to I>aniafcus with his vifctorious army. 7’he
king of Jerufalcm having learnt that the.Syriar»"\vcre
departed, advanced his army againft tne king of
liirael: but fuch was the dilpleafurc of God agaif™nT*
him*for his impiety, that he loft one hundred and
twenty thoufand men in the battle; in which, Amiah,
the fon of Ahaz,, fell in perfonal conteft with 2 echa-
ria™ general of the Ifraelites; who likewife Kkilled
Azica, captain of the guards, and took prifoner BU
kanah, general of the Hebrew forces.

C H A P X

57 /?//? laid xvap; REZIN, Kingof DAMASCUS,
killed, and the Place taken. AH At dies, and isJuc-
cecded by his Spn, HEZEKIAH. PEKAH Kiiltd,
and the Kingdom feized by HOSEA ; who ii made
tributary to SALMANE'ZER. The Worjkip of
GOD reflored by HEZEKIAH, by zvhom the PHI-. \
LiSTINES are conquered. '

h az being now rcduced to demand T*

help towards carrying on- the war,
ferjt meflengers to TiglathrPilefeis king ’ i
of the Affynans, with Tumptuous gifts and/offers of
large fums ofmoney,, on the condition of his aiding
him againftthe Ifraelltefi, ~id the people/jf Damair
cus and Syria, That prince immediately marched
to the aflTiltance of Ahaz, and in conjunftion with
him ravaged Syria,, goffeffed himfelf, of Damafcus,
and ftabbed Re;jjn, the king thcreofi. He fent the
inhabitants of Damafcus to Upper Media,- and filled'
the place with his ow/i. fubjefts. The land of, tlic

the golden, ajf-w”ifch-jerobown let up at Bethel; the cntier in Daa
wftit taken away by 1712 when he invftded Galiltt> in which pro-
ving: (bat cityUloud.

Ifraelites
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Ifraelites was in great flteafure depopulated, and im-
menfe n” lw rs of prifaners taken. This being done,
Ahaz feir,ed the gold and filvcr in thc royal trealurjr,.
and in. the temple, together with the rich prelents, and
wrried the whole to Daraarf'cas, where ne delivered
it no the king oC Aftyria, in gratitude Il'or his affilt-
ancc, and retunicd: to Jerufelem.

Hi fhamtfut Ahaz was fb deltitutc of all fcnfc of
dtpufofc trae religion, that*he worfhinpcd the go'ds

9~the Syrians, rn the hope of their favour-
* Ym mg his arms; on the contrary”™ when he

had been overcotne, he paid adoration to the Afly-
rian«’ gods v fo tbat any kind of idolatry was equal
K) hhn ; but he defpil*d the worlhip of the tr#; God"
according to. the reHgion of his forefathers*”™ which
hroaght on him. the vengeance of heaven. Such
mwza Ins’ contempt for the worfliip of tlie true God,
that having sobbed the temple otall its moft valuable

he ardjeiied tiic doors to be kept fall, to pre-
vent others from offering im tjlicir devotions there.
Dath of After a contiimea courfe of impiety, he.
Ahu. ~ died in the iixteeuth. year of his reign,
aged thirty-ltx years, and was fucceeded by his fon
Hezekiah. At this period, by the treachery of Ho-
1?;~ a favourite at court, Pekah, king of Ifrael, was
deprived of his government and life, Hofca conti-
nuing nine years in poU'effion off his ufurped autho-
rityu His life and condutt: proved that he believed-
.uwt in God, and was one of the moft abandoned of
men. Being attacked by Salmanezer, king of the
Aflyrians, he was conquered, and obliged to oecome
tributaiyv being rejected by that God whom he had

dL'fpifedI

Hezckiah became king of Jerufalem in
fikeed'’A&  the fiourth.year of Hofea's reign. He was
ani Tk a @ Prince of fiiperior abilities, and cele-

tMtough rt~  brated for his regard to equity and piety.
fg"fl%%@m On his firft advancementto the throne, ne

determined to adjuft die great bufinefs of
religion; and thereupon fummoning his priefts and
Levites,.he addreffea them to the following purport;
“ Itis unneceflary for me to remind ycfu oi thp mif-
fortunes confequent on my father’s fins, in»your re-
fufing the worlhip due to God,, and uniting with him
in the adoration of hisidols; but as experience hath
npw. taught you. how dreadful* a thirtg it is to trifle
with heaven, | recommend that all pail failings may
he hw u~ ixi.ohlivion; thatyou, and the priefts, and
the Levies, clcanfe’ yourfelves from former pollu-
i-tions; th™ opening the doors of the holy place®
jiurify it iV facriftccs anfl confecrations; on which
ioam ay irope for future profperity, as well as pre-
it pardon.’ the royal advice was fo acceptaole,
diat the priefts immediately repaired to the temple,
which they ftrippediof its impurities, prepared their

. Tlie covenantwhich Gotl had made with his people was,
he lhould be thtgr tutelary d'eitv a»d king; but not worftupp” lo
the fame, maoucr as the totelary deities of the neighbouring nations,
mipadored the tutelary gods of other nations in conjunttion wi”
their own. On the contrary, the God of Ifratfl reftrained all tbeir
Worlhip to himfelf by exprefslaws, and ftill.ftrengthencd this partof
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facrifices on the altar, agrce-
N e to the ctiftom of the Jews. In the interim, the.
kmg difpa<ched meTlengers throughout his territories'
t<>d”and the attendance of the people to tlie fcalt
of the unleaveyied bread, which, through the impiety’
or mrmcr kings, had been long nrgletled» The
meffengen alfo warned the Ifraelites to ”
ceafe all luperftitious worfhip,and return toth< Hr«i.
to that of the God of truth; promifing, ™%
in the king’s narrre, that they fhould be ™ ‘mf*"*
ct]ually free%s his own people, to pafs to and from
~Nis feaft : they were alfo told that their intercft', ra-
therthan that of the king, gavd rife to this invitation,
«id it was hoped they would hnd their advantage iiv
it. The Ifraelites, however,-treated the mellengers
with Contempt, and infulted the prophets; who re-
eommcnded a return to their duty, and told them
what mifery would refult from their difobedicnce i
nay, they even feized and put ta death feveral of the
prophets, and proceeded from one impiety to another,
tall the vengeance of God yielded themup a. preyr
to their enemies, as will be hereafter feen. Of the
tribes of Zebulon, Manaflch, and Iflachar, however,
multitudes attended to the words of the prophets, and
repaired to Hezekiah, at Jerulalem, tooH'er up their
devotions.

The concourfe being aftemblfd, the
king, accompanied by the princes and
people, proceeded to the temple, where
H~zekian offered, of bull*, rams, and goats, feven
each, on his own account. Having firlt placed his
hands on the heads of the beafts, the priefts cut thoir
throats, and then burnt without dividing them; while
the Levites made a circle, and fang divmc hymns to
mufical inft*ruments, the other priefts forming the
choriLS. This ended, both king and people worfhip-
ped God with their faces bowed to the ground.
Exclufive hereof, the king facrificed feventy bul-
locks, a hundred rams, and two hundred lambs; and
likewife gave, as 4 feaft for the multitude, fix hun-
dred bullocks, and three thoufand other cattle. The
priefts having ended their ceremonies, the king and
pe</~I~feafted together, and combined in the praife

oir.rinpm

Now approached the feaft'oi unleaven- ofiin-
ed bread? and during t>ie preparation for k
it, facrifices were made for leven days,
and Hezekiah’ gave the multitude jt\w) thoufand
hulls, and fcven thoufand cattle of various kinds.
The king’'s example was followed by the princes™ who
gave a thoufand bulls, and fourteen hundred other
cattle; fo that fo fumptuous a treat had trot been
Wnown fince the days of Solomon.

This-feftival being ended, and Jcrufalern being
purified from tHe idols which had difgraced its wor-

their conftitotion by afluming the charafler of theii.king; for aj
the feparatecharafleriof king and God centered in oneobjeft, they
could jiot be guilty ofidolatry without being guilty of rebellion at
the fame time. So admiroble was theconftitution ofthe theocracy,
undet'which the Iftraelites were 1

fhip,
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Hc«iuh ~>P» a general purification took place
ruigei "aur?  throughout all the country. -Uezgkiah
iandfidoii. ordered daily facrtficei to be offered
out of his own pofTenrion.s,an(i,4iX<"\i=4
prefent tenths to tne mells and In -
vites ; fo that tI™ir atteiidance on tHe ~ftar yras not in>
tcrrupted by-other IXc likewife huilf gran™-
ries and ftorc”~ufcs”™ in “vhich com and,~Mruii w<-.re
kept for theUfe:~Mftlifmai«i tlj«ir families ; fo that all
things began now;to run in the asJicicnt channel.
His fiicoeft , Afier this, rcfloration of upod order,
(he Hez”~iah waged war againff the Philil-
Philiftiui. trnes* at»<i iliiited to his«wn dominions all
their cities from Gat}i™|6 Gaza. In the interim the
king of Affytia requ”~d the tributc ofhim which had
been herctofhrc paiato his father, and thiCcaicncd an
invafion in dfefeof r~ufal: but Hezekiah paid no re-
gard to thefc threatsj reiving on the mercy of Hca-,
vcn, the confcioufndTs ofhi.s own iniegrity, and the
afTiflance of the prophet Ifaiah, whom he knew
would inform him of fuch things as wqrc to come to
pafs.

C HAP. Xl

SAM'ARIA taktnj)y SALM.INAZAR, who ravaga
the Kingdom of ISRAEL” taka King HOSEA
Prifoner, and tran/plants' the People. A Colony v f
CIHHUTHITES placed in ISRAEL.

N the feventh y>ear of Hofea, kmg of

Capt f
S:SUL:’I;: Objr Ifrael,. Salmajiezcr, king of Afiyria,
iﬁg‘?ﬂfﬁr‘ hiving I~rnt that Holca was combined
lhccountry, ~ H@ainlt him with So, king of EgyfR, he
and ukes advanced his army againd the'city of
;‘;}'Ofer_ Sa”™naria, which, having reCltcd his at-

tacks for more than two years, was taken
by alfault, in the feventh year of the reign of Hezc-
kiah, king of Jerufalcm. The kingdom di Ifrael was
deftroyca by the capture of this place, Hofea being
taken prifoner, an(”™ the inhabitants removed into
Media and Perfia: Sfelmanezcr bringing people from'
the borders of Chuthah, a river of Perfia» fup”™y
the place of the Ifraelites in the land ofSaniiaria.

* The main eaufc of thefe calamittct is very properly accounted

for by the facrcd peuaian, who obfcrves (* Kin™-* xvii. 14.), that
they did not belicre in the Lord tvi*r Cod j” or, INoth<iwords,
they did not believe the .prdpTictr of fflt'laird

them the confequen<;ei of their fm»; for~hey lever re™a«sd tiii wor-
fhip entirely, but worfhippcci him in ¢~ junftion With idols.

+ The tranfplanting thefe people Into the donniriiohs Bf the Ifra»
elite*, pccafioned a cttrrupt mixture of religion*; fot”the faciedljif-
torian, (fee * Kiitfs xvii. 89,30,31.) inform us” that ‘‘ every
nation made gods of theirown;' xhenwen, S*cmhdrm/k, Nergat,
Niiitz, and l'artak.

Ai tte words Succolh-bmoth fignify the tabemacU ofdnughlen, they
probably refei'to thofe infamous places in which young women profti-
tuted thcmfelv);s in honour o( the goddef* Mylete, or Venus. Cuth
was a province of Aflyria, and i»crhaps the fame which Mofes'telh
o» Is ciKompaffcd by the river Gihon, and therefore the fame with
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It was about nine hundred and forty-
fcven years from their departure from
fegypt, eight hundred from the time of
Jofhua, and 1”0 hundred and forty from Rehoboam's
rcvblt;' fhat the ten tribes were thus tranflat”™.Such
“ASS tiie Avrctched fate of a people, 'w~#ifdained
fubjcBion tofh” laws, and defpifed the**dihonuions
of the prophets, who fbrewarfjcd them thjit a con-
wrti“cnucfrofinipiety would certaliily end in their
ruin*. Theft misfortunes arofe from the revolt of
tiie Ifraelites, and their advancingto the regal dignity
Jeroboam, who fetting up idolatry in dcfiance ofthe
iaws of God. and inducing his noiiile toifollow fuch
abad etample, juftly provoked the Svrath of the Al-
mighty. The above-named Salmaner.rr, who ranfack-
cd and triumphed over all Syria and Phoenicia, is
mentioned by Menander, inhis hiftoryofthe Tyrians.

Captivitjr of
(he ten tribes
of Ifrae],

The people newly planted hi “atnaria the chu-
were called Chuthitest, from thp river ihiteiiiiSaau-
Chuthah in Perfia, whence they were {)'lggﬁ’;'(;‘ffor
brought by Sahnanczer:** They confiftcd their idolairir,
of five nations, each Avorfhipping their fend foran
own gods, which they brought with therai :;fzﬁl'l'“'“

on which the wratjj-of heaven defcended
on them for their idolatry, and afflifted them witlfT’
.peflilence that nfcariy deftroyed them. AIll human
methods of relief being fruitlefs, the Oracle advifed
them to pav adorati<in to the true Qod, »s the only
means of naviug their evils rcdrcfled. \*ereupon
they difpatched meffengers io the kinjjr.>df Affyria,
entreating hina that Tome of the pr~-Sj who had
been made prifoners with the Ifraelites, hiight be
fent td them; This was complied with; and on the’
arrival of tht pricUs, the Chuthitesi”id'efired them to
read tlie law'or Mofe.s which they d»d, and likewife
expounded,it, fhewing the reafuiAblcntfs of the
worlhip: whereupon the Chuthites began the ftudy
and praftice of the *rue religion, |and the* plague
ceafed ina ftiort time. The Hebre”.s ftill Ncall thefe
people Chuthites, but Samaritans is the i“me they
bear among the Greeks. They arc a moflitinprinci-
pled people, ftill adaptingiheir condt»ftto the change
yf circuTuftances. Wheri the Jew* are imVa profpc-
rous fituation, they clami a kindrcfl to t~em; but
vfhen misfortunes ~ii“und them, tfflsy fa)[, “ We
afc itran|;er*i a diftajbt coul]itry, and
Wyve Qo coiine&liUt& with you." i
- - - -

the country which the Greeks call Sudana ; artd whicP’ is, to this
day, called by the inhabiunts Chu<*Jlan. With rega/3 to the god

Nenal, we may infer that, as the word ntr fignifiet *) ,lamp, thefe

afterwaiids eaHed Petfians, sfdored fire ; and,
weareiaibrmed that, in honour to the fun, the/ perpetual
flame Tjurning on their akars. The city here mentioned ~as fituated
in a prcgHtfCt of Syria, lyJngon ~e Orontes. 'Ba: what idol is here

, meant di»the word Afiiima f As it i«wfetl known that the Syrians

adpicdthefiin, and as ofnman, or _/inw««,-in the Po'fiip lan”™age,

ufigntfies-jfNTTrrtr, it is probaWe that the SyriaBt d«ivi:d"from thencc

thOnameof theirgotl, who was reprefcnted bjf a large ftone pillar,
«of a conical or pyramidal form, the Hieroglyphic of fire, Nibbat, or
mbelmi.hoih in the Hebrew and Chaldee, with a fmall variation,
denote quick, fwift, rapid, &c. and tartai, in the lame language,
figtiifics a chariot.
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THE ANTIQUITIES OF THE JEWS. igi

K X.

HISTORICAL OCCURRENCES from the YEAR of,the WORLD ,3224 to 34251

C H A P i

.SENNACHERIB kadi a powerfid Army towards
JERUSALEM, and btfieges it. The Prophrt
ISAITAH ttjfurti HEZEKIAH 0/ thx AdiJlanct of
the Almighty.

Jerufalem be- ENNACHERIB, kin™jof AfTyria,
by the in the fourteenth year of the reign of
Ainyrian Hcj'ekiah, Jiaving fubdued all the
: citiesofJudah and Benjamin, led his army
towards Jerufalem, whence an embalfy was dif-
patchcd to propofc terms of acconjmodation, and to
otfer him tribute. He accepted the propofals, and
boind himfelf with the folemnity of an oath to de-
cline hollilities, on condition of being paid thirty ta-
lents of gold and three hundred of filver. Hezekiah
paid the ilipulatetlfum, in confidence that the enemy'
would evacuate his dominions: but, regardlefs of
the treaty which he had fworn to obferve, he ap-
~pointed his lieutenant general Rabfhaketh, with
"'harata and Anacharis, to direft the war again(t
crufalcm, himfelf taking the lead of an army againft
the Egyptians and Ethiopians. The commiflioner*
who had been deputed by Sennacherib, having
Ccul'ed the camp to be removed within fight of the
walls of Jerulalem, difpatcheda couricrto demand a
parley with Hezekiah. Judging it unfafe to go in
perfbn, he ordered Eliakim, his deputy-governor,
and Shebnah and Joah, the keepers of the records,
Rirniaéthi« repair to the AfTynan army. Rabfha-
infoiert keth, in a peremptory voice, b”de'them
fpttchtoine enquire of their mafter, wherefore he had
prefumed to difpute admitting the arniy

into the city, and hefitated to.acknowledge fubmif-
ion to the greatand powerful Sennacherib. He faid
that E{,;:pt was no(fin a condition to withftandthe
Afiyrian ".trmy, and therefore if Hezekiah flattered
limfi Ifinl]]ie hoi>e of aflidance from that quarter, he
would be Ueceived; f6r»he would be trufting to a
broken rew™*, which would wound the hand that
jreffedit. He delired them to inform Hezekiah,
hat the prefent expedition was undertaken by the
diretlion of tMe Lord, who had already granted
Scnnacherib a complete victory over the Ifraelites,
and would, certainly render him equally fuccefsful in
the war againfOerufalem. Rabfhaketh fooke in
Hebrew, in which language he was well verfed; and
Eliakim, apprehending that his addrefs being gene-

e This compariLn is excellently adapted to denote an ally, that
ISnot only weak ami unable to help, but alfo dangerous to thofe
Hho rely on him for fuccour; and his leprefenting tlie power of

No. lo. *

rally underftood might hnve.an utifavmirable cffefl
upon the multitude, rcqnefted him to iiroceed in the
S\riac tongue: but being «pf»rifed of the mtdtive oh
wnich a cliange of language was advifed, he ex-
alted his voice, and continued his harangue in He-
brew.

The purmirtof hisdifcourfe being com-

municatea to Hezekiah, he cloaihed him- 'I'lftfitl't:?w in
fclf in fackcloth, according tc the cuftom minntr,
of the country, to denote his humiliation, cr«vis. rhc

rine lid.

and falling proflrate on the gtound, fer-
vently prayed for the afliflance .ind protetlio# of the
Lord. He charged a number of hiii fclc6l friend* to
accompany fomeofthe priefts to the prophet Ifaiah,
whom they were to entreat to exert his encieavours, by
prayers and facrifices, for obtaining the afliUaiicc and
protettion of the Almighty, and for humbling th*
power and pride of the ci®emy. Ifaiah yielded to the
requellmadeto ftim on the part of Hezekiah; and was
autliorifcd by the Oracle to declare to him that, with-
out proceeding to an engagement the Affyri.in8
fliould be compelled to make a fhamefu! retreat,
with the lofs of a confiderable part of the army;
that Sennacherib fhould not fucceed in the war againft
the F~yptians; and that, on returning to his kingdom,
he fliould die by the hands of his two fiins.

At this time Hezekiah received letters
from the king of AHyria, expoflulating on
the dangerous policy of attempting to main-
tain a defence againft a monarch who had
reduced fo many warlike nations to fubjetUon, and
menacing a general flaughter of men, women, and
childreti, if tlie gates of the city weic not throw.i
open to kis army. Hezekiah hiving repofed an ab-
folute confidence in the truth and power of the Al-
mighty, paid no regard to thefe letters, which he
foldctl up and laid in the temple. He continued t(
offer up fupplications in favour of the people, tilt
the return of Ifaiah, who reported to him the fol-
lowing anfwcr: “ That his petition having prevailed,
no injury was to be apprehended from me enemy ;
and that the period was approaching, when the peo-
ple would be rsftorcd to the peaceful enjoymcni uf
their poil'efTions.”

The king of Aflyria, on his return from
the war in Egypt, found, that in the night
after the fiege had been comnienced
againft Jerufalem, his army had fuftaiiied

(hriicdiirs

KKk g

Judiciat
lence in Sco.
nt*h«r>b'i
araijr.

Egypt to be ai brittje »t the re«d» growing on the hanlciof the Nile
(fcr to thefe doubtl”™j ihc Syrian otaio* alludes), is a gi«at beauty in
the fimilitude.

Z z / a dreadful
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a dreadful havock; general officers, tribunes, and
private l'oidiers, amounting to one hundred and
eighty thoufand, having fallen a facrifice to the ju-
dicial vengeance of heaven*. Scnnachcrib confi-
dered the peftilcnce as aneffetl of the divine wrath;
and dreading that the mortality would”™prevail among
his remaining people, he led them with the utmolt
expedition to the city of Nineveh, at which place he
held hiscourt. Some time after his return, he was mur-
dered in the temple dedicated tothe idol Arafcus, by
Adramelek, and Sharczar, his two eldeft fons, who
took refuge in Armenia. Efarhaddon, *the third fon
of Scnnachcrib, l'ucceeded to the throne.

CHAP. 1.

TheLife of IIEZEK IAH prolongedfor Fifteen Years.
A Treaty of Alliance concluded between BALAD,
King of BABYLON, and HEZEKIAH. ISAIAH
frediBs the Captivity of the ISHAELITE”, and
the Calamities to be inflidled upon HEZEKIAH and
his Poprtty. HEZEKIAH dies.

Hizekiih'i ONSCIOUS that his prefervation
giﬂgggus had been effefted by the intervention

of Divine Ppvidence, in cauling ajudi-
cial plague to prevail in the Afl'yrbn army, Hezc-
kiah now humbled himfelf in prayer and thankfgiv-
iujTs to God. While he was occupied in this holy
bulincls, he was afflifted with fo grievous a diftein-
per, that his phyficians entertained no expedation
of his recovery; and, in this extremity, he fervently

raycd to the Lord to prolong his life till he fhould
Iecoine the father of a fon, to whom the fovcreignty
might be tranfinittcd. On the confideration that be-
ing deftitute of an heir to the government, proved
the fource of greater afflidion man he experienced
from being deprived of the grandeur and other ad-
vantages of a throne, the Almighty accepted his fup-
piications, and cominillioncd the prophet Ifaiah to
allure him, that his aHlidions Ihould be removed in
His life i« three days ; that fifteen years fhould be
inracBioutiy added to his life, and that he fhould beget
proUigod. fliould fucceed him in the go-
vernment. The mcfl'age from the l.ord was of lo
extraordinary a nature, that Hezekiah could not
avoid entertaining a doubt of its authenticity; and he
therefore defiredthe prophet to afibrd a proof of the
divine commiflion by the performance of fome mira-
cle. Being afked what evidence he required, the
king laid, that the moving of the fhjadowonhis dial
ten degrees backwards, would give him perfetl fatif-
fafclion. This prodigy was wrought, and Hezekiah
being loon afterwards rellotcd to pcrfe£l health, re-

*

fufi'>n, and made it vifible to all the nations, efpecially to the7</'»
that JiHovAHwas a God *“ mighty in ftrcngth and excclleut in
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Thi* tremendous aft forced him to retreat with (hameand con-

[Book ~

paired to the temple, where he devoutly prayed to,
and worfhipped God.

About this period the Medes obtained
a conqueft over the AfTyrian empire.
Balad, the king of Babylon, difpatched
embafladors charged with prefents for
Hezekiah, to whom they were authorifed to propoie
terms of alliar.ce. Thefe embafladors were graci-
oufly received, and after Hezekiah had magni-
ficently entertained them, fhewn them his armoury,
and the imnienfe treafures which he pofleffed in gold
and filver, he difmifled them with gifts of value for
king Balad.
the embafladors; and he anfvyered, that they had
been fentto him by the king of Babylon, and that he
had fhewn them the treafures of his palace, that they
might be enabled to make a jult icport of his
wealth and power to their mailer. Upon this, the
prophet laid, “ I am commiflioned to inform you,
that in a fhort time your treafures fhall be con-
veyed to Babylon; andrthat many of your pollerity
are dellined, after being deprived of virility, to
ferve as eunuchs in the court of Babylon. Thefe
events will inevitably tranfpirc, for they have been
predi6led by the Lord.” |I’his information deeply
afflifted Hezekiah, both on his own account and on
that of his family ; and he faid, that fince the judg-
ment of heaven could not be averted, he had only
to fupplicate, that he might pals the remainder of his
mife in a flate of tranquillity. Ifaiah and twelve other
prophets faithfully committed their predjdions to
writing, that poflerity might be convinced of their
ading under the fantlion of the divine commiflioiv
Hezekiah died in the five and fiftieth year r>eathof
of his age, and in the twenty-ninth year Hedeniah
ofhisfovereignty.

ConcluJf! an
alliince with
Bdud kiiif of
Babylon,

CHAP. 1.

The Iniquity of MANASSEH, the Son and Succeffor !

of HEZEKIAH. The King of BABYLON con-
quers 'fUDEA, and fakes MANASSEH Prifoner;
but upon his Repentance, he rejlores him to his Go-

vernment. The Death of SIANASSEH, taho is
fucceeded by his Son AMON. In the Second. Year of
his Reign, AMON is murdered, and his Sun

JO SIAH isproclaimed King. !

ANASSEH fucceeded his fatheC*

Hezekiah in tiie government; his
mother’s name was Hephzipah, a native of Jerufalem.
This prince aded on principles dicedly oppofue to
thofe of his father. Influenced by the pernicious
example of thofe around him, and open to the flat-
tery of fycophants, who were avyfe to the refor-

power that he was truly, what he ft}led himCelf, e Th/” Lord
ofhoflsand that“ there was no other god that could deliver aitei
this fort."

mation

llaiah queflioned Hezekiah refpeftine.
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jnation eflabiifJied by his pious preclecefTor, he
rufhed into the cotnmilTion of the nioU daring impie-
ties, and thofe abominable idolatries for which the
Hebrews were on many occafion>i.fevercly punifhed.
He even dared to profane the holy temple, lie bar-
baroufly perfecuted men of the mod exemplary pietyj
and the very prophets were facriticed to his infatiable
luft of blood; fcarcelyaday palfine, .whereon fonie
of thefe pious men were not made victims of his
cruelty. The Almighty fent prophets to exhort the
king and the people to repent of their crimes, on the
penalty of fuH'ering pumlhmeiils equal to whiit had
been inflidled upon their brethren, the Ifraelites.
Thefe admonitions were treated with contempt; and
the kingand people of Judsea continuing to purlue
their ufual courles oi iniquity, the Almighty was
pleafed to ftir up againft him a powerful enemy in
the king of Babylon and Chalda.*a, whofe forces ob-
tained a complete vitlory over Manalfeh, who was
furpr'ifed and made a prifoner of war. His domini-
ons being ravaged, and hinjlelf a* the mercy of the
conqueror, this unhappy prince fervently fup”)licated
the Almighty to cauii:: his eneniy to treat Inm with
clemency aiid lendernefs. The Lord, in ~omnjife-
ration Ol his iutterings, liftened to his prayers : and,
aft«irfome time had elapfed, the king of Babylon rc-
llored him 10 his throne.

Re ii Manaflch now exerted his utmoft abili-
pachied ad  ties to ij\ake evcry poljible atonement for
reftottcl his former crimes. He purified the city,
confecrated the holy temple anew, and made it the
buHnefs of his life to manifelt a due reverence and
gratitude towards his Creator. Confcious that his
former guilt had, in a jgreat meafure, been the caufe
of the miferies which his people had endured, he en-
deavoured to eflecl areformation among them, both
by his example and authority. He caulcd an altar to
be crefcted agreeable to the direftions of Moles, upon
which daily oblations were made: and having re-
ftored the religious ceremonies to their original pu-
rity, he dirctted his attention towards improving the
fortifications of the citv. He made the neceflary re-
parations in the old walls, and, as a further fcciirity,
encompafk-d them with new ones. H”™  erefted
divers flrong and lofty towers, and provided the
out-works with all netcflary.provi“ons and ftores.
During the remainder of his reifen, his veneration to
(iod fuffercd no abatement, and he was confidered
as one ofahe moft happy fovereigns. At the age of
fixty-feve'*, and in the fifty-fifth year of his reip, he
died, and vas interred in*he royal garden. His fon

Arn fu-  A\mon, bv Klmalfema, a native of the
«k Mnef. city of Jabat, fucceedcd to the throne.
fchhi>faiber. followed the profligate examples which

bis father aifortled in the earjy time of his life : and

* Thefacred writings, on this partof the Jewifh hiftorv, inform
uj, that fo many an<(aggravating were the pro\ ocatioiis of the Ifra-
elites againft Go<l in the precedine reiens, that all the piety of
jofiah, hii great care and indefatigable induftr)' to extirjiate idola-
if)'. were not fufficient to obtain a ra ocation of the fcntcnce the
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his mal-adminiftration, induced fome of his intimate
friends and domeftics to confpirc his death, which
they cfl'etled iii the twentieth year of his life, and in
the fecond of his govmmu-nt. The public punilhed
the murderers by death. The remains of thisprincc
were depofiic(J in the fepulthrp of his father. Upon
the deceafe of Amon, Jofiah his fon, who was at that
lime about eight years old, afcended the throne.

C Il A P. 1IV.

JO SIAH ahoUpies thr wor/h™p of lioh, and makes
excellent Rrgulatio}u in tcligUui and civil AJain.

'ml mHE mother of Jofiah was a native of HE<Tiirrtdw.
X Bofcath, and her name was Jehida. of
The Hew king was of a gracious difpoii-* ER*™
lion, and naturally attached to virtue. He
projK)fed the truly excellent example of
David as the rule of his condutl through life. Before
he had coinplcated his twelfth year, he gave a fignal
inflance of piety, by extirpating the abominabJe wor-
fliip of idols, and refloring the people to the religion
of the true God*. Such of the ordinances of his pre-
decefli)rs as he found productive of ill confequences,
he abolilhed ; f'uch inltiiutions as were expedient he
retained; and to thofe which required alterations,
he made amendments, which would have conferred
honour upon th mofl colM'ummaie wildom, and the
experience of advanced year*. He caufed all the
groves and altars which his apoflate predeceflors had
dedicated to the idolatrous worfhip, to be deflroyed,
andattachcxl the people to a due reverence towards
the worfliip of the living God. He appointed com-
miffiyiiers to fupennten(l the manners of the people,
and aotermine on the merits of caufes depending hci
tween individuals; and he rigidly adhered to the ad-
miniftration of public juflice. He deputed commif-
fioners to receive contributions of g(jld and filver
for the purpole of repairing the tenipie; but, averfe
to give caufe of comp aiiit, his fubjecls were at liberty
either to promote or dccline the fubfcription. The
contributions being depofited in the treafury, Ama-
fiah, governor of the city; Shaph:ui, the fcril>e;
Joafli, the recorder; and Hilkiah, the high-prieft,
were nominated to engage artificers, provide inafe-
rials, and regulate the expcnces of the intended repa-
rations. The rebuilding the temple proved a laflmg
monument of the exemplary piety of Jofiah.

In the eighteenth year of his reign, Jo- neiireiidi.
fiah diredcd Hilkiah to apply what gold resioni tor
and filver fhould remain, after defraying
the expcnces iqcidcntal to the edifice, in

“

Almighty had pronounced againft Judah ; for it feemt, that though
the j)cople complied with the prcfent reformation, yet their compli-
ance proceeded princijwlly from a fear of incurring thckiog'i dif.
plealure, or offilling the fevcrity of hi» jufticc.

ihb
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the formation of cups, chalices, and other veffels and
tttenfilsfor the fcrvice of the holy religion; and he
ordered that all the cold and filver depofited in the
royal treafury, fhoulu'be manufaftured into vefTel*
for the fame purpole. Upon removing the treafure.
The ho«i».f  the high-prieft difcovered tjjpfocred books
Moftsfouiu. of Mofes; which he delivered to Sha-
phan, the fcribe, who, after having perufed them, re-
paired to the king, and informed him, that his com-
mands had been obeyed ; adding, that he had found
the books of Moles. Ililkiah read thefe books to the
king, who, upon hearing their contents,* in an agony
of grief, tore nis clothcs, and called for certain par-
ticular friends. On th'eir arrival, he defired them to
accompany the high-pVieft to the prophctefs Huldah,
the wife oi Shallum, who was a man of diftinguilhed
reputation; requelling that they would unite their
endeavours, to prevail upon her tonwkeintercefrion
with the Atmighty for pardon toward* himftlf and his
fubjcEl*; faymg, there was great reafon to appre-
hend, that the vengeance of heaven would be direft-
ed towards the‘prefent generation, as a punifhment
for the iniquities of their progenitors; and that with-
out obtaining a reconciliation with the Lord, they
lhould be dilpcrfed over the face of the earth, and
terminate their lives in mifery. Upon the king’s
order being communicated to the prophetefs, me
direfted them to report this anfwer; “ 1 hat the im-

HuHih'« pious fuperltjtion of the people, and their
prphrticti contempt of the menacing predifctions of
cerurontioo, prophets, Had incurftd the wrath of
heaven; that the people would be banilhed from

their native land, and be deprived of the bleflfings of
life; and that no fupplications could prevail, to avert
the judgment which the Lord had irrevocably pro-
nounced. However (continued tlic prophetefs), re-
port to Jofiah, that, from a regard to his piety,, the
Almighty will not inflift thefe puiiifhments during his
hfe ; out that immediately after his deceafe, the di-
Tine vengeance will be executed upon the people in
general, without diftinEtion.”

Mufet Hereupon, Jofiah difpatched meffengers
tkcUwtobe  to the feveral cities within his dominions,
embly of ;3@ commanding the pr'icfts, Levites, and his
Mifit M J- fubjetlsin general,to ry>airto Jerufalem:

and upon their being alTembled, the books
of Mofes were read to them' after which, the king
advanced to an eminence in the midft of the multi-
tude, and adminillercd the <wth of abediciKe to the
laws of Mofes, and the holy worOiip and religion of
God: and the people bound themiMves under this
engagement with unanimous approbation. After the
lacrihces had been made, prayers were put forth for
obtaining the bleffing of the Almighty. TI>e Kking
enjoined the high-priett Kxtake a particu-
lar furvey of the veffels and other plate
containea in the temple, and cffctlually

exiupjtt Uo-

* It is certain th;tt all the pco™p of tf.e Hiail worfliippoJ tbs fun,
and ccnfecratcd borfes to it, hocaufc they were, perhaps, the hiero-
glyphic by which that luminary Wi4s iepri-<Vntcd.  Ph&® ancients
ksa alTo a notion that the fun itfclf was carried about in a chariot;
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to deftroy fuch articles as had been dedicated by his
predecellors to the fervice of the idolatrous religion.
The king’s commands were puntlually obeyed, and
the remnants of the utenfils were cart away. In obe-
dience to the command of Jofiah, all the prieits who
were not of the line of Aaron were iHit to death.

"I he reformation of the city of Jerufa- sum. the
leiii being effedted, Jofiah made a journey
through his kingdom, ar)d deftroyed every e

evidence Mhich remained of Jeroboam's fuperftition
and idolatry « and the bones of the falfe prophets,
he raufed to be butnt upon the altar which Jero-
boam had erefted. Thus, after the expiration of
three hundred and fixty-one years, wa”™ the predi6Hon
of the prophet verifiea; for he declared, that thefe
events (hould be accomplifhcd by a man of the racc
of David named Jofiah. The Kking, in perloii, and
by the agency of mefl'engers, applied to the irmelites
who had efcaped from the captivity of the Afiyriarrs,
with a view to reclaim them fmm the abominable
adoration of idols, andito infpire them with a jufi
fenfe of their duty towards the eternal God. The
figures of horfes cledicated to the fun*, and placed
over the"porch of the temple, he caufed to be de-
ftroyed; and he appointed officers to make flrifel
enquiry within the towns and villages of his domi-
nions, for the relics of idolatry, which he command-
ed them utterly to deftroy.

After this purification of his realm, he toiianceie-
airembled the people at Jenifalem for the ‘Pe
purpofe of celebrating the feaft of unlea-
vened bread, or the paffover; and on this occafion
he gave from his own Ifore thirty goats, one thou*
fand lambs, and three thoufand oxen : the principal
prieff prefented to the others of the facerdotal oraer
two thoufand fix hundred lambs; and the chiefs of
the Levites gave to their tribe five thoufand lambs,
and five hunnred oxen. A f'olemn facrifice was made
of thefe viftims, according to the precepts of M ofes:
and the ceremony was performed under the direflion
of the priefls. An exaft conformity to the law and
ancient ufage was obferved on the celebration of this
feflivstl, yhich was the moft folemn that had been
known fince the time of the prophet Samuel.

CHAWP. V.

PHARAOH.NECHO ts oppofed by WSIAjH, who is
//ain, and fiicctfdcd ly his Son JHHOAHAZ, rtiko
is made Captive, and dies 'in Egypt. EPJAKIM s
made king by PHARAOH.

N procefs of time, the army of Pharaoh-

Necho proceeded under his command
towards the Euphrates, to attack the “meepire
Medes and Babylonians (who had over- «iifO“i5hhii

and therefore chariots, a* well as horfes, were dedicated to it; and
in tlieiR the king and his x"eat (rtficers went out at the eaft gateof
the £ity every nieintng, to iiilutc and adore the fun, at iu coining
above the horizon.

run
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wntrr, run the empire of Aflyrla), and fnbdue
Bptun”  Alia to his dominion. Having proceeded

r a place fubjetl to Joiiah, the
Utter refufed to let Pharaoh nafs; on which he dif-
patchcd a mcHenger to tell Joliah, that his dcfigns
were not holtile to him, but he wilhed to march to-
wards the Euphrates, and hoped the king would not
cotnwl hm to force his way. Jofiahf however, per-
fifted to him a palJFag”™, as if hereby impelled
by a Kind of fatality to bring on his own ruin : for
while hfe was riding to ~nd fro, giving orders to his
army, an ICgyjitian Ih<>t him with an arrow, by which
he was fo drcadfuUf'wounded, that he gave orders
for his army to retreat, and went himfelf to Jerula-
lem, where he expired, in the thirty-firlt year of his
reign, and at the age of thirty-nine. He was interred
with, great folemnity, in the burial-place of his an-
ceftors, and feveral days were devoted to public
mourning for his death. Jeremiah, the prophet,
wrote an elegy on this occafion, in which he foretold
the near approach of the Babylonifh captivity, and
the misfortunes confequent thereon. Thnis elegy is
llill in being. E/.ekiel, the prophet, likewife left two
books of prediaion on this lubjetl, in which he fore-
tells the calamities which fhould follow this revolu-
t'(>n. Both thefe prophets were of the line of the
priefthood; Jeremiah dwelt at Jerufalem from the
thirteenth year of Jofiah’s reign, till the city and tem-
ple were deltroyqd.

;jentars* fuc- Jehoahaz, who was twenty-three years
ocetiing, i old at the death of Joliah, now alfumed
powtri’hr authority, and held his court
.r:oh4 o at Jcrulklem. His mother was named

llanuital; and he was a prince of a pro-
irreligious difpofition. When
' “ the king of Egypt returned from the wars,
he difpatchfd a inefTenger to Jehoaha/ to attend him
at Hamath in Syria, when he dcpofod him, put him
in chains, and transferred the government to his el-
der brother by the lather’s fide, who was named Elia-
kiin; but, on this occafion, alffumed the name pf Je-
hoiakim. The Egyptian made this prince his tri-
butary, by taxing his country to the amount »f one
talent of gold, and one hundred of (ilver. * Jehoahaz
he took with him into Egypt, where he died, having
reigned only three months juid. te{i day.s. Zabida,
of Raman, was the mother of Jehoiakim, who bore
the charailer of a malicious, revengeful man, who ne-
efted ,the worftiip of Gmi, and had no companion
ﬂr his follow-creatures.

rjDsttii ie
foj'lSim

CHAP. VL

PIIARAOQOII-dffeatci by NEBUCHADNEZZAR, to
whom JEH O IAKIM becomes tributary.

* From thisplace to the end cf this book, Vorftius cautioiu us

not to pay too irnplicic a regard to Jofephus, who i* fuppofcd, on
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EBUCHADNEZZAR* proceeded Dwiah
with a large army to Carchabefa, phincBA

near the Euphrates, in'tlie fourth year of whsmiieij«-
the reign of Jehoiakim, with a view to qui}ffi"iijfhrg)d
make war on I'haraoh-Necho, and reduce _.in capuvr.

all Syria. Pijaraoh raifed a large army*
and took the field to oppole him, and the armiei
engaging, on the banks of the Euphrates, Pharaoh
was conipelled to retire, with the lots of I'everal tho«-
fands of iiis troops. After this, inthe eighth year of
Jehoiakftn’s reign, and the fourth of Ncouchadiici-
zar’s, the B;ft>ylonians invaded Judea, and threatened
dollruttion to its inhabitants, unlefs they paid a tri-
bute, like the reft of the Syrians. Jehoiakim, terri-
fied by thefe threats, putchaled his pcace, and paid
contributions for three years; but in the fourth, hear-
ing that th(i king of Egypt was advancing againil
the Babylonians, he refuted to pay tribute. He was.
however, milinformed ; for the Egyptians were afraid
to attack the Babylonians; which agreed with Jere-
miah’s predidion, that the Egyptians would be no
better that! a broken reed to depend on. This prtv
phet likewife foretold, that the Babylonians fhould
foon deffroj' Jerufalem, and take Jehoiakim captive.
Thefe predidions were generally defpifed; and there
were a few perfons who advifed the, exhibiting arti-
cles againfl the prophet, as a promoter of fedition.
This being done, the majority of the council would
have punimed him with death; but others were for
difmifflng him; alledging, that other prophets, among
whom was Micah, had pr?di£led the fame calamities;
and inftead of being puniflied for it, were highly hpr
noured as the prophets of God. Attention being
paid hereto, the prophet was difmifTed.
Jeremiah now reduced his prophecies
to writing ; and in the ninth montli of the
fiftcyith year of Jehoiakim's reign, on the
afTembling of the people in the temple, on
a folemn falf, he publicly read liis book,
containing predidions o”the niisfbrtunes to the peo-
ple, city, and temple. On hearitig the contents, the
princes took the book from the prophet, and advifed
him and Baruch, his fcribe, immcfFiately to fecretc
themfelves. 1hey then took the book to the kiogi
who ordered his fecrctary to icNd it; but was fb en-
raged at it, that he tore and burnt it: commanding
that Jeremiah and Baruch fhould be inflamly brought
before him, to receive fentence of puniflitneul: But
they had previoiifly abfconded.
Jehoiakim, foon after the above events,

>ok of (,t».
phecy torn
and burnt by
th« kin|*i Of.
der.

Nebucfciil-

being terrified bv the prediclions of Jcre-, iicitafi bein(
miah, admitted Nebuchadnezzar and all af“cffuiéiﬁfmi”b‘;'
his army into the city, on friendly terms, foickinv,
without having taken any meafures for pcr_&i:_mif:y
puia him t«

his own fecurity, or even thought of ex-
cluding the ftabylonians; who had no
fooner got footing in the city, than he violated the
rights ot friendfhip, by putting tlie king to the fword,

lieaih.

fome occadong, to {hew more partiality to bit coiuitiymco than \t
a”ecable with truth.
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with all the principal young men of Jerufalern. He
then ordered the body of the king to be thrown into
the fields without the walls of the city, and advanced
his fon Jehoiachin to the government of the city and
country. He made prifoners of about three thou-
fand perfons of diliinftion and eminence, whom he
carried to Babylon in captivity; among whom was
Jizekiel the prophet, then a very young man. Thus
ended the life of Jehoiakim, at the ag’e of thirty-fix
years, after a reign of eleven years. The mother of
hisfuccelior, Jehoiachin, was named Nehuihta, who
vas a native of Jerufalem. '

Nebuchadnezzar having revolved the

::;y:fnf{errun former proceedings in his mind, repented
Jerulalem, his having placedjchoiachinon the throne;

and 129 confideriiiff that the young king would
~cfeicd them  NOt eafily orget the murder of his father,
rifoheii to

but would feek for the moft favourable
opportunity to revenge his death. Thefe
rcfleftions produced a refolution to fend an army to
attack Jerufiilem; and Jehoiachin, who was a pnnce
of a mild dilpolition, and a lover of equity, agreed
ewith Nebuchadnezzar’'soflicers to furrender the place,
on the condition that both it, and the inhabitants,
fhould remain uninjur'd : and ftrr the ratification of
this treaty, the Kking’s mother and relations were
given up as hollages. At the end of one year, how-
ever, Nebuchadnezzar broke his agreement, and or-
dered his officers to feize the young men of the city,
with artificers of all kinds, and convey them to him
in fetters. This being done, ten thoialand eight hun-
dred and thirty-two perfons were made captives, and
confined in prifon, among whom were Jehoiachin,
his mother, and relations.

CHAP. VII. N

ZEDEKIAH advanced to the Government, hvt rr/lriBed
not to ajfijl the EGYPTIANS. ZEDtKIAH
breaking hh Covenant, JERU-'IALEM is brjieged
by NEBUCHADNEZZAR, PHARAOH, King of
JE.GYPT, attempting to raije the Siege, is rovied hy
NEBUCHADNEZZAR, who returns to the Attack.

XTEBUCHADNEZZAR having imprj-

foned Jehoiachin, elevated his uncle
Zedekiah to the government, binding
him, by a folemn oath, neither to make innovations,
or take part with the Egyptians. When Zedekiah
began to rule, he was twenty-one years old; and he
had a brother, by the fame mother, named Jehoiakim.
The above prince was deficient in all virtues, and af-
fociated with young men as abandoned as himfelf;
fo that Jeremiah the prophet frcquendy conjured him

ZedekUh
raiCcd to the
throne.

+ Jeremiah, by God’i command, made him bo:id« and yokes, which
he fent by the embafladors o f the princes who congratultied Zede-
kiah on hit acceilion to the throne, with tbit mefid~e frtnn God,
** that be hid given all their coimuia to the king of Babylon, and
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to the pra&ice of religion j advifed him not to liften
flatterers and falfe prophets, who filled his imagi-
nation with ideas that the Babylonians would not
again attack Jerufalemt; and that whenever the
Egyptians fought, they fliould conquer them;, which
the prophet faid would not happen. Zedekiah would
lilten to, and appeared convinced by the arguments
of Jeremiah ; but no fooner did he mix with his old
companions, than all the good advice was forgotten.
At this time, Ezekiel,'v™ho refided at Ba- Prophedg of
bylon, prediaed the dcftrufclion of the HEekieiand
temple, and lent his prophecy to Jcjrufa-
lem. The two prophets agiecd that the city fliould
be taken by fprce, and Zedekiah carried into capti-
vity : Jeremiah faid, that the king (hould convey
him prifontr .to Babylon, while E?ekiel predicted
that he fliould not fee that city. This apparent in-
confiftency in the prophecies led Zedekian to doubt
the truth of the whole: but it will hereafter be i'een,
that he was midaken iu his conjcifclure.
At the end of eiglit yec”rs, Zedekiah vio-
lated his oath to Ncbuchadnezzar, by tak-
ing part with the Egyptians; thinking
that, jointly, they could fubdue the king
of Babylon. Nebuchadnezzafr immedi-
ately marched, ravaged Zedekiah’'s country, fci»ed
his cattle and fortrefs, and proceeded to the fiege of
Jerufalem. Pharaoh learning how Zedekiah was
preiled, advanced to his relief, with a view to raife
the fiege. Nebuchadnezzar having intimation het;e-
of, would not wait his approach, nut proceeded to
give him battle, and, in one contelt, drove him out
of Syria. This circumftance fufpending the ficge™
the falfe prophets reprefented to Zedekiah how Si-
furd it was.to fear that the Hebrews would be carried
captivc to Babylon; whereas it was mort probable,
that the prifoners already taken would be brought
back, and the plate and treafure, which iiad been
carried from the temple, reftored. In coaitradifclion
hereto, Jeremiah charged the falfe prophets with be-
ing impottors; faid, that no good was to be hoped
for from the Egyptians; but that they Ihould be firtt
conquered, and then the army of Babylon return to
the nege \ that thofe who efcaped death by fword and
famine, fhould have their houfes ranfacked, their
goods ftolen, and the city and temple plundered,
while themfelves fhould be carricd into captivity.
The people in general paid great attention to what
the prophet faid; but the moft eminent people, and
the unprincipled in general, confidered ai/d treated
him as a mad-man. Jerejjiiah having proceeded
twenty furlongs from Jerufalem, in the way to Ana-
thoth (his birth-place), he was met by a magiftrate,
who confined him, on pretence that he was deferting
to the king of Babylon. He urged invain that they
charged him falfely: he was hereupon hurried be-

Zedekiah, for
hit iieacher-
d.$ cuiolry
P'Inithed by
Nebuchftd-

therefore their wifeft courfe would be, to fubmit to his)'oke; which
if they refufed, both they and their -countries would moft ccitainly
be deflroyed.” TKkis predi™on was afterwards verified.

fore
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fore a tribunal of juftice, examined, tortured, and
condemned to death; and remained feme time under
that lentence.
jtrmniih'i il In the tenth month of the ninth year of
uieorire  Zedekiah'’s reizn, the king of Babylon
priccVi again befieged Jerufalem with a large ar-
my, and, for a year and a half, exerted all his art and
(Ircngth to conquer it; but the city,th«ugh enfeebled
by famine and pclHlence, did not yield. At this time
Jeremiah, who was in priron,*callcd to the people to
open the gates, and admit the Babylonians, as the
only means to prevent their dellruftion : he faid,
thole who remained in the city would be deltroytd
by famine or fword; but.the enemy would fpare luch
a* fled out to them. Hereupon the princes went to
the king, and reprefented the prophet as one whole
idle tales would delude the multitude; infinuating,
that the people appeared refolute to defend the city
to the uttermoft, till their courage was abated by his
ictions. The difpofition of tiie king woula not
led him to extremitieji; but urged as he was,
and unwilling to difoblige pcrfons of their rank, he
permitted them to difpofe of the prophet as they
plealed. Hereupon they repaired to the prifon, and
taking out Jeremiah, lowered him'with a rope into a

lit iJukfo "hcpe they left him up to the neck in
out the mud, that he might be uitt'ocated. An
dtingvon b/ Ktbiopian, one of the king'sfavourite fer-

he vants, informing his majelly of his fitua-

tion, He ordered him tofelecl thirty men
who coiild be depended on, who (hould take ropes,
and inltantly releafe him. This being done, the
prophet was privately introduced to the king, who
afked him if he could relieve his diftrefs by tlie in-
terpofitilm of heaven. Jeremiah replied in the affir-
mative ; “ but (faid he) your people will neither cre-
dit me, nor take niy advice. Thofe who call thcm-
felves your friends, are my foes: they confider me
as an hypocritje, and are now combining my deftruc-
tion: but where arc now thofe deceivers, that per-
fuaded the people no danger could ariie from the Ba-
bylonians ? However, fir, my life may pay the for-
feit, if I tell you the truth.” On this trie king fwore
to the prophet that his life fhould be fafe; whereupon
the latter faid, “ Deliver up the city to the king of
Babylon. This is the only njethod,to be fafe from
perfonal harm, to avoid the dartgers which threaten
you, fave the temple from being Durnt, and the city
from being rafed to the ground. |If you negleft this
advice, | declare in the name, and by the order of
God, that all kinds of misfortunes will furround you;
and to you will be attributed the deftruEUon of your-
felf, family, and people." Zedekiah told him, he in-
clined to purfue bis advice, for the public good ; but
he was apprehenfive that fijme of his iKoplc, who had
gone over to fhe Babylonians, would advife the king

«m! I mn = [}

* If it difficult ro conceive how the befieged could make their

rfcapr, by iny narrow pafs, feeing their _enemies the Chaldeans
had encompafred the city. The Jews think there wa» a fubter-
>0 pafliige ftom the palace to the plains of Jericho, and that it
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to deflroy him. The prophet told him to be oafy on
this head; for, on giving up'the city, himfelf, his
wivc-s, and children (hould be fafe, and the temple
fhould luflain no injury. Hereupon, he badV Uie
prophet depart, enjoiniiig him not to divulge a fingle
lyllable of wh"\jt had pafli‘'d, even to the princes: and
if any one fhould inquire refpcding the vifit, he
fhould fay he had been to folirit his liberty of the
king. The prophvt complied in all rcfpcéks with thcfe
inJundio;is.

C HA P. VIl

JFERUSALEAI taken; the City, Palace, and Temple
ranjacked and burnl. ZEDEKI/iH'i Uiiidren and
Fnends Jlain ; his Eyes put out, and hiw jdf carried
Captive to B ABYLON. JEREMIAH committed
to the Care of GEDALIAH. ISHMAEVs Trra®
chery. The EGYPTIANS fiibdued, and carried
Prxfoners to BABYLON. Account of DANIEL,
SIIADRACII, MESIIAQH, and ABEDNLGO.
DANIEL interpTfts the King’s Dreavis. NEBU-
CHADNEZZAR'S Death.

"TAHE fiege of Jcrufalcm went on vigo- Jf
J. roufly. The Babylonians complcat- U™

ed their works, having railed towers all round the
city, loas to dri\K* the invrfded parties from its walls.
The place, though a prey to the plagiie and faniine,
was ohftinately defended; every fcheme of protec-
tion being oppofed to that of attack, during the fpace
of a year and a half: but at length, want of provi-
fions and forces, compelled its iiirrender, when Ze-
dckiab had reigned eleven years, three months and
nine uays. It was delivered at midnight fo Nerge-
laer, Aremantus, Emegar, Nabafaries, and Encha-
rnmpfaris, officers of Nebuchadnezzar. Zedekiah
feeing the troops enter the temple, abfconded, by a
narrow pafs, to the defert, with his wives, children,
officers, and friends *: but advice of this being given
to the Babylonians, they purfued them early in the
morning, and furrounded them near Jericho, The
friends of Zedekiah flying to fecure themfeives, he
and his wives and children, with a few adherent*,
were eafily made prifoners, and condufted to the
king, who no fooner faw, than he reproached Zede-
kiah, faying, “ Had | not your promife to condu6i,
for my advantage, the power | mvefted you with ?
I made you a king in the ftead of your brother Je-
hoiakim, and you have endeavoured to repay me,
by ufing your interefl to my ruin. But you are now
become my prifoner, through the juftice of God, for
the punifhmen”of your ingratitude.” The king hav-

was through this they retired. But as no Aich fubterrineooi paf.
fage is mentioned bv the facred hiflorian, it feeras more pr(>b«ble,
that the Chaldeans oeing now making thcii ailkah in the oj'pditc
part of tdee city, thi* was left unguarded.

3
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ing thus fa'id, ordered his wives and children to be
t to death in the Hght of hiinl'eU and the other pri-
iiers; and then direCled Zedekiah’s eyes to be put

out, and himfelf conduced to Babylon in duiins.

Areenent Thus werc the prophecics of Jeremiah
o tretwo and Ezekiel vcrihcd ;» the former fay-ing
plophait flioultl be made prifoner, fpcak with,

and fee the king, and be earned to Babylon: the
Utter, that he fliould be carried to Babylon, and not
fee the king there; which he could not do, fince his
eyes were hrlt put out. By this we may fefe the wif-
dom and power of God, and the regdlarity of the
operations of his counfels; We may learri to reve*
rc'uce the prefcience oT the Deity, and to know that
all events are ordered *by his providence, and come
to pafs according to hiswill. It is likewifc a remedy
againft that incrcdulitv which prevents our know-
ledge of threatened evils.

1 he race of kings dcfcended from David was now
extinft, after a fucceffive reign of twenty-one princes,
~d during a fcries of five hundred and fifteen years
fix months and ten days; but this includes the reign
of Saul for twenty years, who was of a difl'erent
tribe.
Jfrufilem,
with Itie p*-
Ucc and te n>

pictranlacked
and burnt.

After the above fignal viftory, Nebu-
chadnezzar difpatched his principal of-
ficer, Nebuzar-Adan, to Jerufalem, to ran-
lack and burn both palace and temple, to
rafe the city to the ground, and condutt
thc-captive inhabitants to Babylon. Nebuzar-Adan
executed his orders in thcelevcnth year ofthe reign
of Zedekiah, taking all the gold and filver vellels
from the temple, the brafen pillars, the tables and
candlefticks of gold, and Solomon’s large laver : af-
ter which he burnt the city, palace, and temple, to
the ground. This happened in the eighteenth year
of Nebuchadnezzar's reign. The temple had. Ueen
built fourhundred and feventy years (ix months ai\d
ten days. It was one thoufand and fixty-two years
(ix months and ten days from the Ifraelite.'t leaviiig
Egypt, and three tlumfand five hundred and thirty-
five years fix months and ten days after the creation
of the world.

of Nebuzar-Adan took the following pri-
aitioe. foners, namely, StTaiah, the high-prieit;
Scpheniah, next in rank; three principal keepers of
the temple j feven of the king’s friends; 'tlie* chief
eunuch of the bed-chamber; the l'ecrctary to the
king, and other perfons of di'ftinttion, in all about
threelcore, and coiidutted them lo the king, at the
city of Reblathis in Syria. The king ordered the
high-priell:, and others of the firlt rank, to be behead-
etTthere ; but the majority of the prifoners were car-
ried to Babylon with Zedekiah, aniong whom was
Jehozadock the high-priell, who was ion to the above-
named Seraiah.

.............................. -y i

* The words in fcripture (Jer.xi.14.) are, ** Baalls, king of the

'Ammonites hath fent Ifhrnael,” &c. Now it it necdiTary to ~crve,
that the word “ Baalis" i« rather a name of office tiian a proper
mtnme. by’ xvhich we may underftand the ~aeen-mother, who was
guardian of liie king of the Ammonites danng his minority. I(h-
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On the king’s return to Babylon, Zede- 1>a«h of
kiah was thrown into prifon, where he ex-

pired; and he was buried 7yith regal honours. The <
king gave Jehozadock his liberty, alligned dwellings
for the prifoners in Babylon, and dedicated.to hts
idols the holy vefFels which had been taken from the
temple. The general NebuzJir-Adan had committed
the majority ot the captives to the connnand of Ge-
daliah, a man dillinguin”cd by his julUce and bene- .
volence, who allowed to each man a certain portion
of land for his fubfiftence, on paying the king a tri,
bute. Jeremiah was releafedfrorn pnfon ; j!nvhikh
and the governor having received the

king's orders to treat him well, Gedaliah '

offered him either to go- to Babylon, or, if he chofe
another place of refidence, he would write to the
king refpetiing the matter. Jeremia.h anfwered, that
he would rather live among the ruins of his native
land. This being told to Nebuzar-Adan, he dircBed-
Gedaliah to provide properly for him, and fent the
prophet fome valuable ~irefents. Jeremiah having
obtained the liberty of his forvant Baruch, chofe him
for his companiAn, and fixed on Mizpah for his refi-
dence. liaruch was the fon of Neriah, nobly dc-
fcended, and a great matter of his native language.

Gedaliah was very kind to thole who ceWuiffei
fled during the fiege, and this benevo- ovtrthfrem-
lence to the fugitives fo railed his crcdit 'm¥*>

among the furrounding nations, that numbers came
to him, and formed a large fettlem'ent, having lands
alfigned them, for which tney paid the king of Baby-
lon a fixed tribute. (iedaliah’s goodnefs to the lietT
tiers fo engaged the elteein of Johananand the othej
principal men, that having intelligence of a confpi-
racy forming againlt him, ny Hhmael and the king of
the Ammonites*, they informed him that the tbrmer
wifhedto deftroy him, and reign over the Ifraelites.
To eounteraft this ilan, they rcquelted his permiflion
to dellroy llhmac ; for they thought the Ifraelites
would be ruined by the continuance of the plot.
«Gedaliali faid, he deemed it impolFible that any man
could Ib far deviate from all* lenfe of moral obliga-
tion as to feck the dtllrudion of his prelerver : but
if this wa's the cale, he would not fo far violate the
laws of hofpitality as to take the life of the man who
had Iheltered himfelf under his protection. On this
declaration, Johanan and his friends departed.

A vifit being made about a month after o«hiish ed
this, toGedaliah, byKhmael and ten of his hutr.eni.
friends, thev werc molt hofpitably treated, b{3rou0y
The glafs having gone roynd, till Geda-
liah, and his party were fomewhat elevated, the others
treacheroufly murdered them all. This happening
at midnight, they fallied into the fireets, deuroyinf
Jews and Babylonians indifcriminately. The follow-
ing day a party of eighty men camc from the coun-

mael, mtntioned in this vcrfe, was a Jew, and a defcendant from
David, who fecms to have had fome pretenfioas to the throne at thi»
time, and to ha\'e made an allijince with the qucen-mother of tlit
Ammonites, to render bis defigns more fuccelsAil.

try,



Chap. VII1.]

trv, with prefcnts for Gedaliah, but were unacquaint-
ed wnh tlie prcccdinp murders. Hhniael invited
them in, as to Geda'liah; but clofing the doors,
caufed them to be murdered, and thrown into a pit:
but Come of tliem were I'pared, on a proniife of dif-
coverimg where corn, cloaths, and other elfctts, were
hid in the earih : but the men in general of Mizpuh,
with tiie women and children, were carried o ff;
among whom were Zedekiah’s daughters, who had
been eft under Gedaliah’s protefclion, by Nebuzar-
Adan.

lihmacl flee*
to the king of
the Atncno-

nites.

This being done, Ifiimael repaired to
the king of tle Ammonites,with the news;
but Johanan, and the other principal peo-
ple, having heard of the death of Geda-
liah, and tle cruelties at Mizpah, combined their
forces, and purfued Ifiimael, whom the™ came up
with near the fountain of Hebron. The captives,
feeing the purfuers, ran to them in rapture; while
Ifliniael and eight of liis followers™ hauened to the
king of the Ammonites. In the interim, Johanan,
with the eunuchs, women, children, and others, who
had fled from Ifhmael, proceeded to Mandra, where
they refted '‘one day, doubting if they fliould depart
to Egypt, lelt the Babylonians {hould attack them,
in revenge of the miirder of Gedaliah. But refolv-
ing to confult Jeremiah, they bound themfelves by

Jeremiaii e an oath to follow his diretlions. The pro-
joint the Jsws phet promifed them an anfwer; and at the
oo e end of'ten days he was vifited by the Al-
ihey difobey, mighty, who airctted him to tell Johanan
gzs[ii’:teffa“’ and the other chiefs, that “ if they re-

mained in their preleift fituation, they
fhould be fecure againft the Babylonians; butif they
went into Egypt, tijeyjnuft expef£k judgments fimilar
to thofe which had befallen their brethren.” Inftead
of giving credit to this melfage, they thought it was
an invention of Jeremiah, in favour of his fervant
Baruch, and calculated to leave them a prey to the
Babylonians : on which Johanan and his adherents
feized on Jeremiah and Baruch, and departed into
Egypt; where being arrived, the prophetliad avilion
from heaven, which informed him that an army fLiould
be bro\ight into Egypt by the king of Babylon, the
country conquered, part of the people flain, and the
reft carried captives to Babylon; and this the pro-
phet was to declare to thfc peftple. *This prediction
vas verified in the twenty-third year of Nebuchad-
nezzar, who qiaking an incurfion into Coelo-Syria,
futjetted that country, tlien weru againft the Ammo-
nites and Moabites, whom having fubdued, he pene
trated into Egypt, killed the reigning king, advanced
another in his flead, iiid carried prifoners to
Babj lon fuch of the Jews as he found in the coun-
try.

+ It was tRe ciiftom of moft nations, before their meals, to m.tke
an oftering of fome part of what they were to eat or drink to their
gods, as a thankful acknowledgment, that ever)’ thing they enjoyed
"as their gift; fo that every entertainment had fomething in it of
tlie nature of a facrifiee. This praftite generally prevailing, made
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Thus the Hebrews w'are twice carried
ifoners beyond the Euphrates. The Af-
rians, in the reign of Hofea, firfl carried s hu_idhites-

away the ten tribes ; and Ncbuchadnezzar,
onthe conqueft of Jerulaleni, made captives of the
other two, Salmanezer removed the Chutliiies from
Media and IH-rfia into the land of the UVaelitcs,
where they took the name of Samaritans; but the
king of Babylon left no fettlers in the room of llic
tw'o tribes he carried away. Hence it happened,
that, for.the fpace oi’ feventy years, Judea, Jerufa-
lem, and tin temple, were totally abandoned. One
hundred and diirty-fix years fix months and ten
days elapfed, between the captivity of the ten tribes
and the departure of the <othes two.

Some of the finefl young men among
the Jews being felefted for Nebuchadnez-
zar’s. particular fervice, had tutors ap-
pointed to inJitruft them in the learning
of Chaldaea; and fome of them were
caflratd, agreeable to the cuflom of the country.
Among them were four relatiens of Zedekiah, viz.
Daniel, Ananias, Mifhael, and Azariah; but their
names were changed to Beltefhazzar, Shadrach, Me-
fhach, and Abed-nego. The king was equally pleaf-
ed with the goodnefs of their tempers and ftrengtli
of their judgments, and direfted provifions to be
fent them from his own table: but Daniel, confrder-.
ing that flich elegant viands fuited not their fitua-
tion, applied to Afchanes, the eunuch, and begged
that, inltead of vhe king’s™irovifions, they might eat
pulfe or dates, or any homely foodt. The eunuch”™
exprcfl'ed a readinefs to gratify them; but faid, that if
they fhould grow lean on fuch food, and decline in
health and complexion, the king might fufpefcl what
had hapctf;ncd, efpecially if their companions looked
better than they did, which might endanger his life.
However, they urged the eunuch to make the expe-
riment, faying they could return to their former
food, if this was found not to agree with them. The
trial being made, the eunuch found they increafed
in health of body and vigour of mind; on which
he kept to himfelf the king’s allowance. A courfe
of this temperance fo ftrengthened their faculties,
that they rapidly increafed in Hebrew and Chaldaeati
learning; particularly Dwiiel, who became a pron-
cient in their arts, undertook to expound dr;-auis,
and had fometimes vifions of his own.

Nebuchadnezzar, two years after the ThcHn?.
conqueft of Egyut, had a dream, and its <«arkibie
interpretation, which he forgot in the
morning; on which he fent for the Chalda”ans, magi,
and prophets, and told them what had happened, luu
demanded their interpretation. They told him this
was impoHible; but if he w'ould recite the dream,

Nel>uch&d>
i.exiar trejts
Djnicl anu
hii cotnpmi-
oni wiih fii)-
fular rerptdl.

Daiuel and his friendi loolc upon the prt)ri(ions coming from the
king s table as no better than meats offered to idols, and, by fuch
offering, became politifcd and unclean. He was likewife prohibited
eating particular meats by <he law of Mofes, and thcfc very m at*
might hiive been in vogue among the Babylonians,

3B they
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they would explain it. Hereupon the king de-
manded their compliance, -which tney faid was oqt of
their power; on which he ordered them to be put to
death. Daniel hearing of the intended execution,
went to Arioch, the captain of the guards, to enquire
the caufe; on which the captain informed him they
were to die, becaufe they could not explain a dream
which the king had forgot. On this Daniel re-
queiled they might be refpited for one night, and he
hoped God would enable nini to interpret the dream.
The captain acquainting the king with this'circum-
ftance, the execution was fufpended. The friends
of Daniel retired with him to his chamber, where they
Ipent the night in prayer, that God would be pleafed
to reveal to Daniel the firearii which the king had for-
gotten. Their prayers were heard, and Ciod made
known to Daniel both the dream and its interpre-
tation. He arofe early in the morning, and repair-
ing to the men under fentence of death, bade them
be of good courage, for he was certain of deliv’ering
them. They returned their joint thanks to nwiven,
and then Daniel went to Arioch, defiring to be in-
troduced to the king, whofe dream he could now
interpret

Diniel, bcin]|
fent for, iii-
trrpicii it.

Daniel no fooner fawthe king, than he
faid he did not approach him from motives
of vanity, or a pretence of pofl'eliing more
wifdom than the Chaldaeans and magi; but that God,
in pity to the unfortunate, had permitted him to ex-
plain the king’s dream. *“ | confult ffaid he) your
honour, in the endeavourto fave the lives of thofe
worthy men, whom you would deftroy, for not being
able to reveal a fecret which it was not in the power
of human wifdom to difcover. Your dream was to
the following purport: having refle6k-d on the fate
of your dominions after your deccafe, you dreamt
that you faw a ltatue (landing upright, the he~d of
which was gold, the arms and moulders filver, the
belly and thighs of brafs, and the legs and feet of
irf)n.  To your fight a ftone then broke from a moun-
tain, and falling on this ftatue, overthrew it, and
crufhed it fo, that the duft of the gold, filver, brafs,
and iron, was blown by the wind to the uttermoft
part of the, earth, wlylc the ftone increafedto the fize
of a mountain. The interpretation of your dream
is, that yourfelf and the preceding kings of.Babylort
are meant by the golden head : the hands and fhoul-
ders lignify, that your empire fhall be deltroyed by
two kings; the brafs imports thr\t a king from the
veft, cloathed in brafen armour, Ilia'l overturn their
empire; and a roan clad in iron, which is Itronger
thau.gold, filver, or brafs, is to fubdue this lad king.”
Daniel likcwife explained the meaning of the ftone t,

+ This flone is reprefcntcd as “ cut out of the mountain without
handsthe kingdom of Chrift was firft fct up, while the Roman
empire was in its fulHIrength with “ legsofiron.” This great em-
pire, defcribed in its iUong and flourilhing itate, with " legs of
Uon;” was aftrrwards divided into ten leffer kingdoms, the remains
ofwhich are Uill fubfilting. The imigc is ftill ftimdin;; up«n its
fret and toes of iron and day; the kingdom of Chrift is yet * a
Uone t)f tumbling and a rock of offencc b;u the ftone will orte
4ay fmite the image upon the feet aiid toes, aud deiiroy it utterly.

[Book X.

which | omit, as | write of paft, not of future events.
The curious, however, may refer to the book of Da-
niel in the Holy Scriptures.

Struck with aftonifhment, Nebuchadnezzar owned
the above to be his dream; and, bowing fo the
ground, wordiippcd Daniel, beftowing on him the
name of his goo Beltelhazzar. He ike\tife com-
milHoncd Daniel, in conjuntHon with fome of his
relations, to rule over the whole province. Daniel
and his friends were much envied for this promotion,
which feemed to threaten their lives, as appears by
the following narrative.
~ Nebuchadnezzar fixed up, in the plain
of Babylon, a golden image, fixty cubits
high, and fix broad. On the dedication
of this image he fuynmoned a meeting of the prin-
ces, officers, <&c. throughout his dominions, and
caufod proclamation to Dc made bv the found of
trunipet, that all fhould proilrate themfelves, and
worfnip the image, on pain of being thrown into
the fiery furnace. The irumpet being founded, all
the people fell down in adoration, except Daniel
and his kinfinen, who refufing thus to violate the.
laws of their country, informacion was laid againft
them, and they were thrown into the fire. The pro-
vidence of God now fo interpofed on their behalf,
that they remained unhurt amidft the flames, which
had not even the power to Jcorch them. This cir--
cumftance ftruck the king with fuch an idea of the

dnefsofGodinthe prefervatioh of his fervants,
he ever afterwards held them in great honour
and efteem.

Soon after this event Nelauchadnezzar NeMjched -
had a fecond dream, Mhich was that, n««r'»
“,after being driven out from' his king- A6 » i
(}om, an«j l]ﬂiving feven years among the pediai 5
beafts of the foreft, he fhould be reftored
to his former rank and fplendor.” On this dream
alfo the king confuked his wife men, but Daniel
alone could interpret it; and agreeable to his expla-
nation it happened, that after Nebuchadnezzar had
fpent feven years in abfolute folitude, during which
no ptfrfbon attempted to feize his government, it
pleafed God to reftore him to the regal power. He
died in the forty-third year of his age; having been
diftinguifhed for hisvigilance, and a better fortune
than attended any of'his predecefTors.

a goun
imigtetefitd

CHAP IX

EVILMERODACH fets JEUOIAJim at Liberty.
BELSHAZZAR befteged in BABYLON, by CY-

and will itfelfbecom e agreat mountain, and filf the.whole earth;”
or in the words of the apoftle(Rev. xi. ic.), “ Thekingdoins of th;»
world (liall become the kingdoini ofour Lord,” &c. Wi have there-
fore feen the kingdom of the " ftone,” but we have not yet feea the,
kingdom of the “ mountain.” Some parts of this prophecy ftill re-
main to be fulfilled : but the exact completion of the otlier parts
will not fuiFcc tM to doubt of the accompliihmuit of the reft aliu,ui
due feafon.

RUS
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HUS and DARIUS.
SHAZZAR by DANIEL.

A Vijinn expoundfd to BEL -
CYRUS takes BABY -

LON. DANIEL becomes the Favourite of DA-
RIUS. His wonderful PrediHions.
jehoilkkimfet 'C'VI L-MER () DA CH fucceeding his
.(liberty. father Nebuchadiiezzar, gavc liberty

to Jehoiakim, kingof Jeriifalein, made him various
prerents, repofcd great conHdencc.in him, and com-
mitted liie govecrmnent of tHc palace at Babylon to
his care.

Evil-Merodach reigned eighteen years, and was
fucceeded by his lon Niglifar, who™ having reigned
forty years, the kingdom devolved to hi.sfon Labofar-
dochii.s, who died at the end of nine month.s, when
the fovereign rule delcended to Belfliazzar, who
was called Naboandel by the Babylonian.s. Againft
this prince, Cyru.s, king of Perfia, and Dariu.s, king
of tlie Medes, waged war; and when they were be-
lieging Babylon, an aftonifhing vifion appeared to

BelUiazzar. .
iiaizir'f While he was furrwunded by his courti-
= ers and concubines at fupper, the table

jeing decorated with veil'els of filver, he profanely
called for the facred vefTels, which Nebgchadnerzar,
zft«r the ranfack of Jerufatem, had depofited in the
temple, though he never applied them tovulgar ulies.
Bellha/.zar being elevated with liquor, was talking pro-
fanciy of the tru® God, when looking towards the
wall, he beheld a hand, writing fome words thereon,
which terrified him to fuch a degree, ihat he inflantly
affembled his wife men and Chaldaeans, to difcover
;he meaning of the words. Having confulted toge-
ther, they declared their total ignorance of tiie whole.

Hereupon the Kking, utterly diltrelfed in mind,
ordered proclamation to be made throughout his do-
niinions, that whoever could interpret the writing,
ftiould receive as a reward a royal purplj robe, and
a gold chain, and fhould rank as third man in the
kirujdom ; on which the wife men once more aflern-
blea, each anxioUs to develop the fecret; but their
labours proved altogether fruitlefs. This fecond dif-
appointment made the king perfeflly miferablft; on
which his grandmother informeci,him,that among the
prifoners whom Nebuchadnezzar had brought from
Jerufalem, there was a man ,0G gr«at wifoom and
penetration, wFio appeared to b« aduated by a divine
epirit in the refolving abftrufe queltions; and fhe,
tnerefore, adv/ed him to fend for Daniel, queftion
him refpet”™ng the writing, 'and offer him every en-
couragement to fpeak the truth, however difagree-
able that truth might be.

Belfliazzar confeffed he had heard of Daniel’s wif-
dom, and took lier advice in fending for him¥*.
When he approached the royal prefence, the king
affured him, tnat all which he had prorriifed in his
>roclamaiion fhould be made good, if he could re-
olve the queflion, which would extend his fame ¢

*  Thoo(';h his grandfather Neb«chadnczz»r had promoted p»-
niel to confidcrable place*of honour, yet Belfhazxar knrw but little
of him; which argues hi» being a weik, vicioui prince, according
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wherever the affair fhould be heard of. Daniel de-
clined accepting either prrfents or ho- rpounded(y
nourable diltintlions, faying, “ Wildoinis

the gift of heaven, not to be purchafed or corrupted
by bribes, but ever difpofed freely toaffiit thofe who
wit heradvi/-e. The writing predids that your death

is near. You ought to have been warnedl)y the fate
of yourgreat predeceffor, for his contempt of heaven,

ail'd regulated y6ur condud by the principles of re-
ligion. ~Nebuchadnezzar, as you well know, was
driven fron~the fbciety of men, and obliged to herd

with healLs; till, on his humble penitence, God was
Sleafed to re-in(tate him in bis government; a blef-
ing he ever afterwards ackriowlcdged with the moft
devotut gratitude. But fo littV are you intluenced
by hisexample, that you openly blafpheme (iod, and,
in the company of your harlot™, profane the veHels
of his holy altar. This impious condud hath brought
on you the vengeance of God; and this writing is
preditiiveof your fate. By Mkne is implied numbers
which'portends, that the days of your life and reign

fliall be few. Tekki, fignihes ; and intimates,
that your concluding reign is weighed in the balancc.

perk.s importsa a n d declares, that the Me-

des and Perfians fhall divide your kingdom." De-

jeded asthe king was at this interpretation, which

foretold his deftruftion, yet he conferred on Daniel

all that had been proniilcd; for he confidered that,

however fatal the news might be to him, the prophet

had aded the part of a coi“fcicntious man, in telling

him the real tiufli.

Soon after thi.s, the city of Babylon fell
into the hands of Cyrus, who took it in
the feveiith year of the reign of Belfhaz-
zar, who is deemed the lan king of thd
family of Nebuchadnezzar. Darius wa« fixty-nvf>
year.«it)ld when Babylon was taken, by the aid of his
kinfman, Cyrus, the fon of Affyages. Cyrus took
Daniel with him to Media, where he promoted him to
the-rank of one of the three chief governors, under
whom weic three hundred and fixty others, as Darf\is
had originally modelled the government. Darius
had fucn veneration for Danid, that he feldom en-
gaged in any bufinefsof confequence without his ad-
vice, which drew on him the envy af the other fa-
vourites ~t court: but Daniel was particukrly cau-
tious not to fall into their fnares. He was wholly
above receiving a bribe, and took only a legal ack-
nowledgment ror a favour conferred; yet this did
not deter his enemies from combining his dcflrudion,
which they attempted in the following manner.

As Daniel regularly prayed to Gc)d Copfpincy
three times every day, his opponents
fought to entrap him from this circumflance; on
which they made application to Darius, inthe name,
arni by order of the officers of ftate, to rffuc an
order, that whofoeyer fhould fc)Hcit any thing, from
God or man, for thirty days, fhould be thrown into

Cyrui ukn
B~bylo.. and
promotM
Daniel.

to the chsrafler which hiftoriaiw give 6f him, leaving the care of
public bufioeii to hi* mother.

the
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Darius unaware of their intentions,
pafTcd the decrce. This circutnllancc fhocked all
the people except Daniel, who continued to worlhip
Goci publicly, as if the order to the contrary had
never Ulued. His enemies had now a pretence far
their proceedings, and inimedidtely waiting on-the
king, informed liini that Daniel was tlie only perron
who defpifed the royal proclamation, by continuing
hiswdrfiiip; which, they faid, was not done from* a
motive of religion, but ni mere contradiction to the
king’s authority *. Their malice was the rfiore vio-
lent, from an apprehenfion they enteftained, that
the king’s partiality for Daniel might induce him to
,jiardon the fuppofed ofTcnQC-: on which they preflcd
lim for immediate juAice 'on the delinquent, whom
they infilled fhould be call into the lions den.

Dariu.s, compelled to yield to their im-

tYc lions den.

Who isth L :

imoofe .m’n lortunities, told Daniel he had no dt)ubt
dow and mU  3ut the life of fo good a man, would be
raculoutypre™ - grotcBed by the immediate interference

fcrved ; but
hif enemiei
deflroyei
therein.

of divine Providence. Daniel being put
into the den, the mouth of it was made
dole by a large flone, and Darius having
fealcd the door wiih the royal fignet, returned to his
palace. The king was fo troubled, that he could
neither-cat nor ilecp during the night; and in the
rriorning early, he repaired to the den, where he
found the feal unbroken, and every thing as he had left
it. Darius looking through the grate, called Daniel
by his name, to enquire if he was fafe and well, on
which the prophet anfwefrd in thc~flirmative: on
V'hich the king ordered him to be fet free ; but the
enemies of Daniel denied that .this was a providen-
tial deliverance; infilling, that the reafon why Daniel
remained unhurt, was, that the lions had then no ap-
f»etitc. Darius was fo enraged at this palpable ma-
ice, that he ordered th(‘.lions to be fed till thcy”were
icrfc6lly fatisfied, and then that the accufers of Daniel
liould be put in among them; faying, “ If the lions
touch them not, it is becaufe they are filled; but if
they deftroy them, the prefervation of Daniel mult
beafcribedto Providence.” I'hcy were no fooncr
thrown in, than the Providence of God was mani-
fciled by tJieir being torn to pieces.

Soon after this wonderful definition
of Daniiil’'s enemies, Darius cauj'ed pro-
claination to bt made throughout al his
dominions, that his ful)je6ls fiiould ac-
knowledge the God of Daniel as the only true God.
Helikcwjf'e made the prophet Ivis moil particular fa-
vourite, and advanced him to the h'ghcfl honours.
Daniel having now acquired univerfal efleem, built
a magnijicent edifice at Etbatane,.the capital of
Media, which is equally wonderful for its beauty and
itrength. ,

D»iiui pub.
luly «cknQw-

* In oml«t to aggrav'ate Ins fault, they a3ded. that he w.isa

forei;. n*r, one of the children of the captivitj-, and, though brought
thithi ras a captive, dared to offer a public affront to the lawi (if
a kin”Y uhofc favour and eproteftion hi-enjoyed. Daniel, on the
other hand, pleaded in his dcfence, th*t his having difobeyed tiie
king’s d«cree, was not done out of contumacy, but purely’to pre-

[BookX.

The life of Daniel is nregnarit with DMiti hiriijr
many remarkable circumftanco worthy
of notice, hxclufive of the gift of pro- .
phecy, he was happv in die enjoyment ofthchlghefl
reputation both with j>rince and people; and his
writings flill extant, prove, that he was admitted to
the immediate converfation of God, who revealed to
him not only fyture events, but the particular time
when thofe events fhould happen. Other prophets
generally foretold misfoVtunes, by which they made
enemies both of princes and people; but Daniel pof-
feffed the cftecin of both, from the good news he
had the happinefc to reveal. It was alFo univcrfallv
allowed, that his predidions were infallible, which
may be alio judged from thf works which he has
left us.

Daniel relates, that as he was enjoying Hiivifionj.
the air with his friends, at Sufa, the capital of Perfia,
tliey were fuddenly furpri/ed by an earthquake, on
which his friends fled, and left him aflonifhed on the
ground. In this fituatioy fomcbody feemed to touch

lim, bid him rife, aiui he fhould fee whatwould hap-
pen to his countrymen in future ages. On his get-
ting up, he faw a ram with Il-veral horns, one of
which was hjgher than the reil; looking weflward,
he beheld a goat palling through the air, which at-
tacked the ram, beat him twice down, and trod on
him. Then alarge horn grew from the forehead of
the goat, which being broke™ four more arofe in its
fleau, direded to the four quarters'of the heaveiis.
The prophet writes, that from one of thefe came forth
a finall horn, which, on its increafe, was to niak®*
war againfl the Jews, deflroy Jerufalem,.and abolifh
the ceremonies of the temple; and all facrifices, for
1296 days. Daniel thus expounds this vilion. The
Medes and Perfians are intimated by the ram: their
A)llo,wing kings by the horns, and the lafl of their
fovereigiis, by the lafl horn, as his wealth and power
was to exceed the red. A Kking,of Greece, who
fhould deflroy the Perfian empire, is meant by the
joat. The horn on die goat’s forehead, means fhe
u'fl of their kings, and the four budding horns, their
fucccH'ors, who, though not allied to them, fhould
divitje their dominions; that thefe fliould reign many
years,and frorti them'a king fhould arife, who fliould
wage war againfl the; Jewifh nation, abolifli the laws,
deuroy their coinmo>|wealth, ])lundcF their temple,
and prevent for three years all worfhip and facri-
fice. This misfortune happened under Antiochus
Epiphanes. -

Daniel wrote many wondi-rful predidi-*
ons concerning the Roman empire, and
its inroads on the Jews, which he has left
in writing as a proof of théir divVine au-
thority, by their acc#inplifhmentt. This ought to

con found

liesrefpca.
inievermsof

I'revidencc.

ferveagoid conftience, which is the only true principle of loyalty

and obedience. See Han. vi. 13. 22.
+Wh~t wasrcvtaled to Nebuchadnezzar conc..Tning the four great
empires oCthe world, wajagain revealed to Daniel, with ioim-.iHdi-
tions and cnlargemcnt.s, about forty-right years after. But what was
reprefcntcd to Ktbuchadnezzar in the form of a great image, was
exhibited
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confound the Epicureans, who deny an over-ruling
Providence, and contend that ™M1 things happen with-
out divine direction ; which is as abfurd, as it would
be to turn a lhip loofe to the mercy of the winds and
waves jvithout a pilot. When | reHca on the pro-

exhibited to Daniel in the fhape The reafon of
this diffcrcncc might be, that this image appeared with a glorious
luftre in the imagination of Ncbuchadiiezzar, whofe mind was wholly
taken up with the admiration o fworldly pomp and fplcndor; whereas
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ph~cies of Daniel, | am aftonifhed at the ignorance
and irreligion of thofe people who deny a Provi-
dence ; for how could it hapfpen, that thinps pre-
diftcd in one age, fhould be punftually fulhUcdin
another, if all things were left to mere chance P

the fame monarchies were reprefented to Daniel under the (hape of
fierce wild bcalls, as being the great fupporter* of idolatry and
tyranny.

XI.

OCCURRENCES from the YEAR of theJ*"VORLD 3425 to 3635.

CHAP

(jy”™US commands his Officers and Governors to affijt
‘the JEW S in rebuilding the City and Temple at
\JFERUSALEM.

T7edofthyt Tp-N the fevcentieth year of the Captivity
AN fOF | of the Jews in Babylon, and in the

of Cyrus, the
Almighty accomplifhed the predifction which he
made by the prophet Jereniialf, previous to the de-
ftrutlion of Jerufalem, that, “ After a bondage for
the fpacc o f fcventy years, under Nebuchadnczzar,
and his fucccflbrs, the Hebrews fhould be re-eftab-
lilhed in their former ftate of happinefs and fplrndor.”
The Lord was pleafed to incline Cyrus to circulate
letters throughout Afia, purporting, that the God
adored by the Ifraelites was the eternal Being,
through whole bounty he enjoyed the regal dighity;
and that he had found himfclf honoi~hJy menti-
oned by the prophets of ancient™<"8rrc7 and repre”
fentcd by them as the man who ftwuld caufe Jerufa-
Icm to bi: rebuilt, and reftofo”™ Hebrews to their
former ftate of grandeur andbraependency. Cyrus
had read the p~onhecjcs of/Haiah, which had been
written two hundred jajni/ten years previous to his
binh; and which induded a revelation from the
Lord, that he would creite a man named Cyrus, who
fhould reign over many powerful nation”, and give
the Hebrews pofl'effion of their native land. This

* One reafon why the bulk of the Jew's (who were originally

pallorj, an<Wo'rersof agritrulture) might rather chufe to live in the
countr}'than at Jerufalem, wa«, becaufeitwas morefuitedio their
~enius'and manner of life: they might.alfo be terrified from eoing
tliitlier, on account of the many eneinie* they (hould be expoM to.
do not read that Daniel took the advantage of the 'edidl which
Cyrus made in favourofthe Jcwi; and therclore we may fuppofe.
No. 10.

predifclion was delivered one hundred and forty year*
before the deftruflion of.the temple. Cyrus enter-
tained a due veneration tow rds the prophecies re-
fpefcling himfclf; and havii» fummoned the princi-
pal people among the Jew™ f Babylon, he informed
them, that he would granr paflports to fuch of their
nation as fliould be inclined to return to their native
country; and that they fhould be at liberty to re-
build the city and temple of Jerufalem; adding, that
he would command his governors, and other officers
on the confines of Judtra, and provide them 'with
gold,#filver, and other materials lor conltnitting the
edifice, and likewifc beads for facrifice; and he ob-
ferved, that the ble/Ting of the Lord would certainly
attend the righteous undertaking. The principal
people of ihe tribes of Judah and Benjamin, with (he
prieftSand LeVites, immediately ficpartedfor Jcrufa-
lem: but many of the Jews detemiined to remain at
Babylon, rather than relinquil'u *he pofi'efTions they
had obtained in that city *.

Wheivthe people who had accepted the

Th«ii cnniri*

propofal of Cyrus for rebuilding tne tem- butioni for
ple, arrived at Jerufalem, great contribu- fuppirtnitne

tions were made in gold, filver, horfes,
and other cattle. Numbers attendefd the ceremony
of oblations, and the ancient forms of religious in-
ftitutions, with as great punftuality as was obfcrved
when the city was nrll eretled. Cyrus liad fent to

that as he did not return with them to Jerufalem, the Icing might re-
quire hi* continuance with him; and Daniel might rather conlent to
it, as havingthereby a better opportunity to befriend hit country-
men upon any exigence. For this purpofc, it is highly probable
that he attendeJ the Perfian court, whicti, after the t~ing and de-
facing of Bab)ion, refided in fummcr at Shulham, or Sufa, and in
winter at Ecintana.

30 Jerufalem
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Jcrufalem the holy vefTcls and other utenP.Is which H and it was followed by the daily oblations, the facri-

had been taken from the temple, and conveyed to
Babylon by Nebuch»dnezzar. Mithridates, or Mith-
ihradates, the king’s treafurer, being charged to de-
liver them to the care of Abaffar, in whofe uoHeflion
they were to remain till the temple (liould bexom-
picated, when he was authorized to depofit them with
the priefts and ma”iltratcs.

‘I'he number of pcrfons who were releafed by
Cyrus from the captivity in Babylon, and returned
to Jerufalem, was forty-two thoufand fpur hundred
and fixty-two.

TKe Jews applied thcmfelves with the greateft in-
duftry  form the found”™.tion of the temple; but
they had made no considerable progrefs, when appli-
cation was made by the neighbouring nations, re-
quefting the princes and governors, who had been
appointed to fuperintend the work, to prevent farther
proceedings. The molt Itrenuous oppofift's of the in-
tended ftrudure, were the Chuthitcs, whom, after he
had expelled the Jews, Salmanaffcr, king ofAlCyria,
led to repeople Samaria. Confidcrable bribes and
flattering promilics prevailed upon the commifTion-
crs to neglefl: the execution of the important under-
taking : and Cyrus being at this time engaged in the
war againft the Mafliigetes, was entirely unacquainted
with the fufpenfion or hiscommands. He at length

mfell a victim to the rage of war; and the govern-
ment was allumed by his fon Cambyfes, who, foon
after his return from the conquelt of Egypt, died in
the city of Damalcus, after he had rtfigned fix years.
The government was transferred to the Magi, who
held the adminillration one year, at the expiration
of which period, ETarius, the fon of Hyllafpes, was
advanced to the throne by the feven Satrapae, or
the heads of the feven principal Perfian families, and
the unanimous fufFrages of the people.

CHAP. 1.

An A/ftmhly of the JEW S convened by ZERUBBA™
BEL andJESUS the High Prujh, by whofe Means
the Foundation of the Temble is laid, and Part of the
SuperflruUure raifed.

ERUBBABEL, the leader, and Jefus, the high
I prieft, in the feventh month after the Jews had
retired from Babylon, iffued orders for an alfembly
of the people at Jerulalem. Thefe orders being
chearfully complied with, an altar was erc6led, ac-
cording to the inftitution of Moles, oii the fpot where
the altar had ftood in former times. Hereupon the
inhabitants of the neighbouring countries were great-
ly tiffciided; and in(fied they were enemies to the
Jews, and inclined to oWtruft all their operations.
About this period, the feaft of the tabernacles oc-
currcd, according to the order of the Mofaical law .

* F m was nut only famous for writing, hut for explaining the

things containal in the fcripturts : for asfifher fignifies a book, fo
denotes one fkilled and learned in that booic; and as there'was
AO book,comparable to the book of the law, therefore, /ipbtr became

fices of the Sabbaths, and the new moons and other
facred fellivals. From the firft day of the fcAicnth
month people repaired to Jerufalem in order to dif-
charge fuch vows as they had bound themfelves to
perform.

The building was now commenced, and immenfe
fums were exi”“rided amongft the various artificers,
and in making the nect™Tary provifions for thofe who
were employed in the conveyance of materials. The
Sidonians liberally aflifted in the undertaking: they
conveyed vaft numbers of cedar planks from Libanus,
and framed a great number of boats, which they re-
moved to the port ofJoppa, agreeable to the direfti-
ons of Cyrus, which Darius had confirmed and or-
dered to be carried into execution.

The foundation of the temple having been com
pleted in the fecond month of the fecond year after
the return of the Jews, they began to ralfe the fii-
perftrufture on the firft day of the third tnonth ; the
direftion of the work b/?Ning entrufted to fuch of the
Levites who were twenty years of age and upwards,
Jefus, the high-prieft, his fons ana brothers, Zoli-
miel, and others, who execu:ed their feveral com-
miflionswith fiich induftry that a progrefs was made
in the undertaking gready fuperior to the moft “an-
guine expettations. "

The priefts, habited in facerdotal garments, a>id
provided with mufical inftrumenty, repaired to me
temple, and beingjoined by the Levites and the forts
of Afaph, the lacred hymns of David were Aing,
agreeable to the original inftitution. The prieftir,
Levites, and others, who had been witnefTcf to the
aftoniftiing magnificence ofthe former ftrutlure, with
violent exclamations of forroW, lamented the great
inferiority of the new temple; but fuch as were net
\g.tjalified to judge of the dilproportion were perfe”y

isfied.

Xerxes, the fon and fucceffbr of Darius, was the
heir of his father’s virtues. He confirmed to the
Jews all the favours his predecefTors had» promifed.
At this time Joiakim, the fon of Jehu, was high-prieft;
but the higlf-prieft of the Jews was Eldras, an inha-
bitant of MW lon, diftinguifhed by his piety, and
honoured by tne'f ~“neral efteem. He was an adept
in the law of Mofes', 'Vhich rendered him a particular
favourite with the R'ng. Efdras having refolved to
go to Jenifalem, and ic take with him a number of
Babylonian Jews, requefi'-'d thfe, kihg\o grant him a
recommendatory letter to me governors of Syria;
which favour was obtained,<and the moft happy con-
fequences enfued.

The feaft of taberifades having com- Efdmre**
menced> and the people being adembled ihicatothe
in the eaftern part of the temple, Efdras, .
at their defire, ftood in the midft of them, and read
the law of God : which fervice continued fYommorn-
ing tip noon, to the great inftrudion of the audience,
who learnt the laws of truth and uprightnefs*, and

a name of great dignity, and fignified one that taught God't I»w,

and inftrudcd the people out of it; fuch wai Ezra, whoiscallcd
/o”~ban mahir, a ready fcribe, Ezra vii. 6.

were
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were taught to refleft on the fate of their forefathers,
in confequence of the violation of thofe laws, the
obfjitvance of which would have cnfured their hap-
pinefs. This refletlioii melted them into tears, which
£fdras obferving, bade them go home and make
themfelves eafV; obferving that the feflival was
rather profaned by their grief He advifed that they
ihould eat, drink, and rejoice, and rwgard the felli-
val no farther than as it might prevent their being
again guilty of their former error. They took his
advice, and having fpent eight days in feafting, every
man returned home, with acknowledgements to El-
dras for the reformation he had occafioned. The
hearts of the people of Ifrael were won by the con-
duft of Efdras, who lived honourably; died at a
great age, in Jerufalem, and was interred in a moll
pompous manner. Nearly at the fame time died
Joiakim, the high-priell, who was fucceeded by his
fon, Eliafhib.

N fortifications being compleated,
mtcfurei for ~ Nehemiah and tfae people offered facri-
pepirg e fice, and made a leaft of eight days,
'y which greatly chagrined the Syrians.

Nehemiah confiderir% that the city was but thinly
inhabited, prevailed on the priefts and Levitesto re-
Sda therein, promifmgto provide them houfes at his
Qvfi expence. He alio dirctled that the hufband-
n«n lhould carry their tithes into the city for the
filwwrt of the prielts and Levites, the duty of whole
ntx TObe interrupted by worldly cares.
Qadireftions were readily ob(n'ed, and the city
i«?t*me more populous. Thefe things happened
' .wenty-eighth year of the reign of Xerxes,
nany worthy aftions, Nehemiah died in a
good old and he will be ever remembered with
gratituneJ'TOV his goodnefs in the reparatioti of the
walls of Jerufalem.

, C H A P 1.
ARTAXERXES difmifa his Wife and
marries ESTHER, Netce.

HAM AN advifes the DeJlruElion”™ the JEW S, and
that MORDECAI be puhl®Demh. IIAMAN
hanged O™ tlu~M et prfiiMA for MORDECAI,
and the lattsnTANSNar

Xerxes, his fon Artax-
Shegrontfeaft crxes fuccecdcd to the government

Art«- tif~*he Perfians, and no I'ooner commenccd

' his reign, than he appointed governors
over one hundred and twenty-(even provinces be-
tween Ethiopia”*and India. Inhi& third year he or-
dered a »and entertainment at Sufa, at which his
riend™ a”™ great officers were entertained for one
~Niwgjred and eighty days. The embafladors of other
>wtions attended this entertainment for feven days,
»ndthe feailwas condufted in the following manner.
Atent was erefted on pillars of gold and niver, co-

DtfcriMioo of
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vered with purple and fine linen, large enough to
contaiii fomc thoufands of peoj)le. The wine was
ferved invelfels ofgold and filver, adorned with ilones
of great value. 1 he attendants were direfted (as
ufual among the PcrfiansJ that no one Ilhould Dc
compelled to jjrink more than he chofe; and procla-
mation was made, that a certain number of days
Ihould be appointed as a feltival for the general
welfare of the kingdom. Vafliti the queen N e
had a feparate apartment where fhe enter- niLd iw'her
tained her women. Her beauty was fb
great, that the king fent for her, that his
company might fee her; but in obedience to the
rigid laws of Perfia, (whiwe a woman only Jees her
domclticsj fhe refuled to attend ; the cvumchs were
repeatedly fent to funmion her, hut fhe Itill perfilled
in her rcfiifal. Thisfo incenfed the king, that, when
the fcafl was ended, he advifed with the feven com-
mUnoners appointed to interpret the laws of Perfia,
how he fhould atl in this calc of hi* \"ife’s refufal.
Mechaeus, one of the commiffioncrs, faid' that the
offence was not fimply againft the king, hut of dan-
jerous precedent to his lubje”ts, whofe wives might
jc taught difobedieiice to their hufbands, if the
queen’s prefumption fhould go unpunifhcd; where-
fc)re he advifed that the king fhou d iffue a procla-
mation, importing that he had banifhed Va hti for
ever from his court and prefence, and would take *
another wife in her ftead. The king’s love for the
gueen pleaded fo powerfully for his living with her,
#and the laws fo ihuch to the contrary, that he knew
not how to aft. While he was almofi diflrafted with
his own thoughts, his friends advifed him to confidcr
the unreafonanlenefs of his attachment to one woman,
when he had only to chufe among the whole fex,
.ind fix on that wife who fhould be mod agreeable to
him. j~They urged that the former wife would loon
be forgotten, in -the charms and converl'aiion of a
new one.

In confequence of this advice, perfons Theidvinct-
were deputed to fearch through the king’s wentof
dominions for fomc diftinguilned beauty; *
and at length they found at Babylon a maid named
Eflher, the elegance and gracc of whole perfon ren-
dered her the objett of univerfal admiration. Her
parents being dead, fhe had been educated in the O
noufe of her uncle Mordecai, a man of great diltinc
tion, of the tribe of Benjamin. Eflher being com-
mitted to the care of the king’s eunuchs, was attended
with great refpeft, and furnifhed with perfumes, ef-
fences, and fuch other things as ladies ufe, to im-
prove their charms. She thus continued with four
hundred other virgins, for fix months, at the end of
which the king received them alternately to his bed;
but when Eflhet’s turn came, her converlation and
behaviour fo charmed the king, that he relblved to
marry her, and accordingly celebrated his nuptials
in the month Adar, being the twelfth month of the
feventh year of his reign. He difpatched meffengers
to proclaim the marriage fcafl, which lallcd a month,-
at which the king entertained the principal men pf
the Medcs, Periians, and other nations. When the

queen



196 THE WHOLE GENUINE WORKS OF JOSEPHUS. XI.

gueen entered the palace, the king put the crown
on her head and thenceforward lived with lvcr with-
out inquirine refpefting her (country. In the mean
time her uncle Mordecai removed to Sufa, and often
enquired at the palace for the welfare of Either,
whom he loved as tenderly as if he had been her.
father.

About this time the king iffued orders, that when he
fliould'lit on the throne, no perfous Ihould approach
him without being commanded to attend, on the
forfeiture of their heads; and the offifers attended
with axes, to execute fuch as difobeyed *. But the
king held in his hand & golden fceptre, which he ex-
tended when he chof(;,to-S”ve fuch as difobeyed the
order: atid their touching this fceptre, fealed their
pardon.
wj Ar Bigthan and Terefli, two of the eunuchs
coa«” 'ednl of thc chamber, now plotted the deltruc-
iHiaokg«dnft tion of ihc king; hut Barnabafus, a Jew
tre iting *dcfcent, who was fervant to one of
them, told Mordccai of the aflrair, who made it known
to the king, by the mtans of Either; on wlrich the
coni'piratovs were feizcd, convifctetl, and executed.
I'orthis fcrvice Mordecai was admitted adomeftic in
the palarce, and the circumftance was entered on re-
cord to his honour.

H.man, being

promoted Haman, the fon of

piomotrj.ij* riammecdatha, an Amaiekite, who was or-
grtat «tiny  ten at court, wherc, agreeable to the king’s
toMéjon=  pleafure, both Perfians apd ftrangers paid

him great homage.
him, fuch obedience being againft the cuftom of his
country. This being remarked by Haman, he en-
quired who he was; and learning that he was a Jew,
exclaimed at his infblence in affronting him to whom
the natives laidfuch refpeft. Haman now conceivcd
a fcheme o revenge, not only againfl Mordet'ai, but
the Jews in general, remembering "that thefe people
had formerly beaten his countrymen, the Amale-
kites, and driven them out of their land. Hereupon
Haman repaired to the king, hinting that the Jews
were a vile race, of bad tempers, difagrceable man-
ners, and ' fuperltitious m their ceremonies; who
lurked abovu his dominions, and appeared to be the
enemies of mankind by their general behaviour. He
Ipthen befought the king to oblige him in the higheft
degree, by ordering the utter extirpation of thefc
gple; “ And (faid he) that your revenue may not
ft'er hereby, | will, out of my own eltate, pa”'tnto
your treafury forty thoufand talents of filver; for |
<ligll be happy in the lofs of part of my private for-
tune, fo that thefe abandonea people are but rooted
out of your dominions.” In anfwer hereto, the king
refuled to lake Haman’s money, but bid him de;u
with the Jews as he thought proper/ whereupon the

*

reign of Darim ki-)(j of Media, that no perfon (hould be admitted

into the kings’i prefence ; but that, if he had any bufinefs with him,

he ThouW tranfa”™t it by the intctcourfe of hi» minifteri. This cuf-

tom pafled from the Iv~dcc to ilie Pcrfumt, tbsugh the reafon of the
2

Mordecai alone bowed not to*

For the prffen «tion of royal dignity, it was enaftcd, in the

latter gave orders for publifhing throughout the
king’sdominions the following edict:

« ARTAXERXES the great King, to the. one hun-
dred and twenty-feven Governors of the Province of
INDIA and ETHIOPIA, greeting.

“ Forafmuch as God hath given me the
fupreme rule over nuinerous nations, and
as much command over the reft of the

Cruft cdia

.world, as gratifieth my higheft ambition ¢ | ain dif-

pofed, therefore, not to tyrannife over my fubjefts,
out to rule ihem with a gentle hand, to fecure them
in peace and freedom, and to fettle their tranquillity
on a firm bafis. Thefe things I have maturely con-
fidered; and being informea by Haman, my favou-
rite friend and counfellor, bn whole allegiance,
difcretion and juftice, I can depend, and who ftaiids
firfl in my cfteem, that a barbarous people have in-
termixed with my fubjetts, who prefume to govern
theml'clvcs by their owrf laws, and prefcribe a rule of
condutl contrary to good order and fubjefclion; a
people, who in their manner™ and behaviour hold
our monarchy and adminillration in defiance : you
are therefore hereby commanded, that when Haman
(M'hom you arc to deem as a father,) fhall give no'l*e
who are meant by this proclamation, that, in puau-
ance of this decree, you piit all the faid people to™e
fword, men, women, and childres?(,~wkhout

tion : and | farther enjoin, that this be lexecu'ea\)ft
the thirteenth day of the twelfth month of the j,~ef(®
year. that one day may compleat the deftrtiaic”’/ of
your enemies and mine, and our lives be fi'int'Tii
peace and fecurity.”

e This order was foon circulated through all tbe
towns of the empire, and the people prepared’to
deitroy the Jews on the fixed day : nor was the dif-
pofition at Sufa leCs violent againft them, than in
other places. In the intjcrim, the kin”™ and Haman
fpent tneir time in feafting and drinkiHg; but the
peoole of reflection were Ihocked at the approaching
maliacre.

Mordecai no (bf'ncr learnt the purport
of the proclainatTpn,, than he rent his
cloaths, coverbd ~tt'i\clf with fackcloth,
threw afhes on his hev4ivind went though pactife
the city, protefting agardf
ftopped at the gate oT the wliich no.man durfl
enter in fuch a drefs; in, all other ~aces the Jew?
were likewife abandoned to grief. Tne queen lea™f-
ing that Mordecai was at the palace-ga»e in fuch a
habit, fent and begged that he would change hi»
drefs: but he replied that he would not, till the caufe
of it was removed. The queen fenc Hatach, one of

Mbrobcai>
UinmatiM

law. at firft, was not only to fieeure th« kin”~t perfon, but .I.Wt'
fupport the ipower of fome great ofScer»of ftate, by having only.tb<
privilege ot fj>eaking to the king themfelvct, aud,fu<” at the?
thought proper to inuoduce.

<
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the king s eunuchs, to learn Mordecai's reafon for
juch an appearance ; on which he told him the parti-
culars of tlic king's order for the dellrutlion ol the
Jews ; and what a funi of money Hainan had oiFercd
for Il;e grant. He gave Hatach a copy oTthe origi-
nal order, to communicate to the queen; and begged
his intereli with the king to (pare the lives of a whole
people; entreating him not to hefkate, for Haman
was perpetually traducing ~le Jews to the king, and
would certainly lucceed if not ccunteratled. 'I'he
euiiuch told this to the queen, who fcnt word to
Mordecai, that to interrupt the king on his ihronc,
without orden to attend, was an oficnce punilhable
with lofs of life, except the king granted pardon by
extending his fceptre. Mordecai now urged the
nicflenger to remind the queen, that not her jierlb-
nal fafetyonly, but that of a whole people was to be
r<gar(lca ; ca\itioning her not to omit fb charitable
an office; and hinting that if (he did, Providcnce
would preftrve the Jews, and lhe and her fa-
mily might hereafter lie at their mercy*. Eflher
now directed the eunuch to tell her uncle that he
fliould an'emble the Jews at Sufa, and order a fad of
three days for the queen’s fafely ; faying, that herfelf
and attendants would obferve the fame, and at the
|d of that lime lhe would go to the king at the ha-
rd ot her life. The queen’s orders were obeyed
Mordecai, who fafteu and humbled himlidf, be-
God t~extend his mercy to penitent fin-
mimay the malice of their enemies ; for
their own crimes, but the pride of llaman.
:tled fuch adoration as was due only to CJod,
ced them to that diftrefs; by which a nation
fed to violate the divine laws, was to be root-
/rhe Ifraelites praj'ed to the fiimc purpofe,
NG ()d to avert liis judgments. The queen
mourning veil, according to the cullom of her
country, proftratcd herfelf on the ground, and ab-
flained from food and all refrefhments for three days;
and implored God to incline the king’s heart in her
favour, to render her pcrfbn and words more accept-
able than ever in his fight, that their cjiemies iniglit
be confounded, and her unhappy count|xi»c»*cfcupe
the fnare that had been laid forVhofr«'/

Hiher intep. ‘I'nrec days beingViis fpent in humi-
cedeini.hthe liation, the quec™N'CTcffifd nerfelf in her
Jthe Jens,  TOYAI attire, togjrwh her two handmaids,

ing, leaning on one,
while the oM. .uNM~Nj~A~rain.  Dignity, elegance,
were nm i~d in her appearance. The

jy~j~Vas feated on his™hronc, molt fuperbiy dreJf-
the royal robes, adorned with precious flones,

sold, aiT™'p~rl. The queen trembled at the grandeur
~>f the figntT~and fanlying that the king looked dif-
pleafed, fainted in the arms of one of her attendants.
The king, flfocked at this accident, defcended from
the thrQM~cat”™;hed her in his arms, and afTured her

t)
y * Not only the Jews, but a great many others in Shuftian, might
~ concerifcd at the horrid decree Haman had procured for dfftroy-
ag that people, either bccaufc they were related to them, or en-
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that, though fhe came unfent for, no puniflimont
(hould follow, as the law was intended u>rcflrain tlie
fubjecls, and had no reference to her, who was his
jartner in the fovereign authority. Thus faying, he
did the ~ce™Hro lightly on her neck, and gave it into her
hands; whicji dilitpated all her fears, Having reco-
vered the ule of fpcech, flie faid fhe could not ?ic-
count for hex fudclon illnefs, but that her heart failed
on the fplendid appearance of the king. Thefe
words were f'poken in fuch a weak and languifhing
tone, th*at~le king, impreffed by the idea of what flie
fuffeivd, faid, he would grant any thing, even u>tUc
half of his kingdom, to her petition. Eflher only
begged he would that ~y bring Haman with him,
an<l accept of a treat fhe lafl jirovided. They both
went, and when elevated with liquor, the king bade
her only name her requcfl, and it fliould be com-
plied with; on which lie folicited, that he and Ha-
inan would attend her uhe following day, when flie
would prefer her petition. This pleafed the Kking,
and enraptured Hainan, who was not a little proyd
of this eminent diflinttion. In his way fiome, in;
met Mordecai in the palace, who paid him no re-
fpect; on which he went to his wife Zerefh, and fe-
veral of his friencfs, whom he informed on what tcrnu,
he was with the king and queen, with whom he had
flipped, and received a fimilar invitation for the fol-.
lowing day; “ but yet (laid he) the infolcncc of
Mordecai chagrins me.” Zerefh advifed hiin to
erett a gallows fifty cubits high, and obtain the king’s,
pcrmilhon to Rang Mordecai on it in the morning.
He took her advice, and the gallows wa& put up
within his own palace. But the providence of God
defeated the hopes of Haman ; for the king being un-
able to fleep that night, arofe, and ordered hii fecre-,
tary to bring him a number of flate papers for liis pc-,
rul;>*. On reading them, the king found that great
honours and riches had been beftowcd on one man
for his valour; that the fidelity of a fticond to jiis
prince had made his foruine; at length, he came 1Q
the accotint of the confpiracy of the eunuchs, 1"g-
than and [Il'erefh, of which Mordecai had made dil-

. covery. The king bade the fecretary 1”™op here, and
; Mked him if the party had been
' fcrvices; to which the other faid, ih”t no reward was

rewarded for, hii,

mentioned in that account. The fecretary was, ujjjjt
ordered to enquire the hour; and bringing woi d {IffiT.
it was day-break, the king bade him fee if.any o/‘jii.i
friends were at the gate of the palace. He there
found Haman, with his petition againff the lif* of
Mordecai. The king being told that Haman waited,
ordered him in, and aid, “ As | edeein you niy belt
friend, 1 wifh for your advice: but whai honours,
coufiftent with my own dignity, and my afretlion for
the party, fhadl | beflow on the man who has con-
ferred the greatefl obligation on me ?" Haman,
thinking this qucftion related to h'unfclf, faid, that the

gaged with them in worldly conccrn», or perhaps out of mere huma.
nity and companion to fo vaft a number of innocent people, now ajv.
pointed as (hcep for the /laughter.
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thus to be diftinguifhed fhould be cloathed in
the roj;al apparel, be prefcnted with a chain of gold,
and being mounted on the king’s own horfehis ma-
jffty fhould direft one of his" Confident friends to
march before him thro«Kh the city, and proclaim,
“ Thus fKall it be done to th~wan whom the king
delighteth to honour.™ *7116Ting appcaufiag plcafaa ©
H.m.n com., "wub thls propofal, faid, “ Do you take
itindkdtodo the hpflc, apparel, and golden chain, and
hoour to having found Mordeca; Jihe Jcvf, dfcli
him, lee’ him mounted, and ~ Ik before
him as the herald} for you, being my moft worthy'
friend, are the inoft proper perlun to execute what
v'ou have advifed. \This hanouf fliall be done to
Mordccai, becaufe I;owe my life to his Ha-
man was confounded'at this drd”™;T»,blu obliged to
comply ; wherefore hp took the horfc, the royal ap-
parel, and chain of gold, and went in fearch of Mor-
tlecai, whom he found cloathed in fackcloth at the
gate of the palace, atid defired him to put on the
purple robes. Mordccai, ignorant of what had pall-
ed, thought Haman intenaed to ridicule him, and
therefore treated him as one who ftieant to infult the
unfortunate. The matter being explained, Mordc-
cai was convinced that the king interided him this
honour, in reward of his preventing the cffeEts of the
eunuchs’ confpiracy; wnereupon he put ©n the
robes, invelled him with the «nain, and, gettine on
the horfc, rode through the city:' Haman preceding
him with this proclamation :>‘ Thus fhall it he done
to the man whom the king 'delighteth to honour.”
This ceremony being ended, Mordccai repaired to
the king, while Haman went home dejefted, and in-
formed his wife and friends of what had happened:
Art hearing wl.ereof they were convinced that they
could not wreak their vengeance on Mordecai, who
appeared to be prote£lcd by hoaven. n
During their converfation., Jome eunuchs came
from the queen to fummon Haman to fuppw: Sa-
bucfaadas,onc of the eunuchs, feeing a gibW in the
court-yard, inquired who it Iras intended for; and
being told for Mordecai, thejguecn’* uncle, he faid
more. While they were at fupper, the kins again
defired the queen to make her demand, and itihould'
eawt be refuled. On this fhe' recited the imminent
4H "er of theJews; lamented that herfelf anti coun-
trymen were devoted to deftruttion, and faid, that
was the fubjeft on which fhe wiflied to fpcak to the
king. She was unwilling to interrupt bufinefs of.
ftate, and thought that if her"tountrymen bad been
only doomed to flavery, the femence rtiight havr btjcn
(ubmitted to; but fhe implored his majelty tojiul a
ftop to their t"Hal deftruftum. The king immediately
~ked who had a defign to deltroy them ? to whicn

* It is the univerfal cuftom of tlic eaftern nationr to rccline on a
couch V'hile they eat thrir meals ; and while the queen was in this
pofture, Haman (iroftrated himlelf before her. It muft be merely a
pretencc of Artaxcrxes, to charK H.nnan with any indccent delign,
iMct all other circumftancen militated too much againit him to ad-

» it of it, and confequcntljr prevented his forming any other projcft
*
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the queen anfwered that, in mere malice, Haman
had given fuch advice. The king being tne king
burt Dy this difcourlls, retired to uie gar- highirincert.
den: and in the mean time, Haman, who *
faw tlic gathering ftorm, befought tlie queen’s pardon
for his errors, aiidljj»rirditm<rlf-titi-ihc bed by her,
ifr # jjofhiie; uf'h'tTmiliation *. At this inftant the
king returned, artd obferving Haman in this fitualion,
reproached him as a villain for attempting the ho-
~nour of the queen; accompanying what he faid with"*
fuch violent aftion, that Haman was at a lofs to i-e-
ply. Sabuchadas, the eunuch above-mentioned, now
told the king of the gibbet ereded in Haman'’s court,
for the execution of Mordecai; hereupon the King
gave orders that Haman fhould be hanged on the very
bbet he had prepared for the other. Thus wonder-

I was the wildom of Providence, in bringing Ha-
man to the very puniflunent he had defigned for
another.

Hauian being executed, his eflate was
given to the aueen, who kad by this time
informed the king of her attinity to Mordecai; on
which the king fent for him, and gave him the ring
which had been heretofore entruded with Haman,
and the queen bellowed on him the eftates of the de-
linquent. She next reminded the king of the lette(t|s
Haman had difpatched through the empire; anA
begged that he would eafe the Jews of their appreA
hcnfions, faying that her own life involveafin”
the fafety of her friends. The king aiiufaTflci’
nothing fhould happen to the'Jews widiout her.frP V"]
fent; and permitted her to write to them in his,(~w
and the letters fhould be delivered throughorr.\w” e
dominions, fealed with the royal fignet, which Would
give them fufficient validity. i

Perfons were immediately difpatched witn”™** roy-
al proclamation in favour of the Jews. In the mi»
time, Mordecai, coming out of the palace, dreffed in
the royal robe, gown and chain, the Jews triumphed
in this circumftance as a prelude to their happinefs;
and the joy was extreme wherever the king s letters
were publifhed. People of other nations were like-
wife foaffeej, that many of them were circumcifed
in order to efcayjt™s Tews. On receiving this letter,
the princes, magifti™ps, and governors, dreading the
refentmentofMoidecjvjj~id more thati uAial reipeft
to the Jews.

i'he publication of
Jews of Sufa to deftroy fiK’
their enemies; and the king informmiimgy*
the queeri her'eof, aflced her If flie had any thirity, ipanr-
th«rdotdieemasrdl, for he fhould not refufe herrequeui*,
She begget —that-Haman s-ten—fors—migljt be harged Jj
on the giobctt, and that the Jews m'Ipit be allowed

one

Exerution of

EffcQi of ti«

refcind«ory

than that which tended to the pre&rvation of his life™ which now
apprehended to be in danger. N
+ There is, in the Hebrew copies of the book of Eflber, a Angular™
matter for preferv.ing the memory of the manner in which thrfe
young gentlemen were put to death ; and in this circumftance we
follow them in our txanflauoo, yet the meaning of it is but little
known.
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one other day of revenge. This being granted, they
aflembled on the following day, and Kkilled near
three hundred more at Sufa; and it was judged
that feventy-five thoufand more were denroved
throughout the empire. The llaughter at Sufa was
on the thirteenth; that in the country on the four-
teenth of the twelfth month; which days arc Hill
celebrated as feftivals among the Jew's, agreeable to
an order of Mordecai, for a perpetual remembrance
to pollerity, that the days intenaed for their deftruc-
tion proved thofe of their deliverance; and thefc
days arc now called purim, or fea(ts of Prefervation*.
Mordecai continued in great credit with the king and
Queen, and fo direfted public affairs, that the Jews
(ourifhed wonderfully during his adminillration.

CHAP. 1V.

ELIASIIIB, the High-PrttHi, fuccetded hy JUDAS.
JESUS /lam in the Temple, by his Brother JOH N.
MANASSEH, Brother of JADDUS, the Htgh-
Priep, married to SANBALLAT’s Daughter,
NICASA.

"1 "HE high-priefl, Eliafhib, being dead,

hj  JL ewas fucceeded by his fon Judas, and
_m2:.nhe he,bv. his fon John.  This John caufcd
tne tetnple to be profaned by Bagofcs,

r I'-~er of Artaxerxes’ troops, levying a fine on
th™ [ ~of fifty drachmas daily, for each lamb they
to De paid before the offerings com-

menced. ‘ The caufe of this fine was as follows. The
rrotherof John was named Jefus, and Bagofes being
Its in”iditc friend, fought to elevate him to the
pritfihood. Jefus, preluming upon this diftinftion,
qguarrelled with his brother m tne temple, and the
latter, much enraged, attacked and killed him : a

known. The names of the fons of Haman make the 7th, 8th, and
9th verfes of the 9th chapter of Efthcr ; which d'aiflon of the
names in a perpendicular courfe of verfes, it is eafy for the reader
to confider them as divided into three columni, or ai han”~ng upon
three ftringi; three upon a ftring, one above arjother. The names
in the Hebrew copies are much more exactly ranged for this way of
to.ifidering them; p::rticiilarly in the parchment copy for the fer-

v~ on thi fcaft. ‘lli“atention of which ranging or divifion, is
*” nifvj t.sit HamanTions were hanged one above another in one
:ndicular line.

The day before the opening of the feaft, the Jews obferve as a

ift, becaufean that day, fay they, their fathers did fo when they
re threatened with the danger above-mentioned, and were aflem-

:d for their comm'>,n defence. The two following days are Bat-
chanalian, or days ot jiigh feafting arid inirth, paiiicularly of high
drinking. The ~aflao reads the whok book of Efther, without
>gife or hefttaji': it is kept fur this fervice, fairljt written on a
large fltin”~i~*archment rolled on acylinder of wood. Both fexes of
~N"'w~/sod conditions (except very young children) are enjoined,
better prefervation of the remembrance of the matters now
commemorated, to read or aflift at the readine of that whole book.
When the parchment is unfolded, the Chaflan fays, " Bleffed be
God, the King of the world, who hath fiujiUficd us, and command-
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circumftance fo diflionourable to religion, that hea-
ven would not permit it to remain unpunifhed.
The confequence was, that the Jews loft their liberty,
and the temple was profaned by the Perfians : for no
fooner had Bagofes heard that the high-prieft had
llain his brott~cr in the temple, than he exclaimed,
in contempt of the Jews, “ Abominable people! to
turn your houfc of worlhip into a flaughter-houfel”
He now crouded to get into the temple, but fome
pcrfons uppofing him, he faid, “ Conceive you that
my living bAdy is moreoffenfive than the dead with-
in this place ?” And thus faying, he forced his way.
From tliis period his condjitt'over the Jews was very
rigid, for about feven “ears*: but John dying, was
fucceeded in the prietthood by his fon Jadaus. Now
Jaddus having a jrothcr named Manafleh; and San-
ballat confidering how great a city Jerufalem was,
and that the Syrians and AflVrians had been fre-
quently routed by the kings thereof, gave his daugh-
ter Nicafain marriage to Manafleh, as a teftimony of
the frienddiip which he intended to maintain with the
Jews. This Sanballat was a Chuthite, and from him
the Samaritans derive their (*rigiji ; he having go-
verned Samaria, under the laft king, Darius.
Paufanias having about this time mur-
dered Philip, king of Macedon, that
prince was iucceed”i by his fonAlexan-
der, who paffirvg the I-fellcfpont, gained
a great viftory over the army of Darius, by the river
Granicus. He* then reduced Lydia and lonia,
marched through Caria, and arrived in the country™
of Pamphylia. On the other hand, the Perfian mo-
narch, receiving intelligence of Alexander’s fuccef-
fe~r and fubfequent operations, affembled his forcc.<!,
refolving to give battle to the Macedonians, and pre-
vent their ravaging Afia, as they had nropojed.
Having paffed the Euphrates, he difpofed hiinfelfto
battle on the other fide mount Taurus, in Cilicia.
Sanballat, plealed with this march of Darius, told

Cr«"fuc.™
««dihi»f»,

ed Dsto read the Magilla" (a Talmud treatife folcalled, which treat*
of the feaft of Purim.) e BlelTed be God, who in thofe days, at thi*
time (fo runs the Hebrew) wrought niirai.lt-ii for our fathers.” As
often as, in the courfe of the reading, he names Haman, the auditor/
fays, Lefhis name be blotted out; may the name of ib* wicked
rot!” The boys, at the fame time, clcnch their fifts and ftrike thc<n
together, and hiffmg at the name of Haman, make a great and cla-
morous noife. The names of the ten fon* of that proud Perfian arc
read with one and the fame breath, becaufe, fay the Jews, they were
all hanged, and all expired, at the fame moment of tiinc®

When the Chadan has linifhed the reading, every one fay~.T,

Curfcdlie Haman ; blefled be Mordecai; curfed be Zerelh (the
wife of Haman); but bleffed be Efther ; Curfed he all idolaters;
but bleffed be all the Ifraelites; and bleffed likewife be Harboneh
(one of the king's echamberlains), by whofe hands HIman was
ha”ed.”

On thi* feaft, they fend prefcnts to one another (the men to men,
and women to women); and give to the poor. And, for the pro.
motion of mirth, men put on the apparel of women, and women put
oD the apparel of meu. This is forbidden in the law of Mofes : but-
the Jews fay, 'tis no fm on this otcafion, becaufc it is done only, to
heighten the feilivity.

ManafTchi
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ManaOeh, that on th(* kinjj's return he would ratify
all his promifes ; as he had no dotiht, but the Mace-
donians would be roytcd on the fird encounter. In
this, however, he was niUkken ; for I>ariuswa» de-
feated, his ariny bcine chiefly cut offF, his mother,
\yiie, and children made captives, and he obliged to
lave lumliclf by a precipitate flight. In the mean
time, Alexander marched into Syria, made capture
f)f Sidon and Damafcus, and beficged Tyre. He now
wrote to the hij~h-prieft of the Jews, claimipgthe af-
iiliancc heretofore given to Darius, andrdemanding
that his army might be fupplied with neceHaries,
which fhould be paid 'for pundually. The high-
priefl returned a llion antCver, intimating that they
had fworn not to bear arms againft Darius, during
their lives. This anfwer enraged Alexander, who,
however, proceeded in his attack of Tyre, but
vowed that, when he had conquered it, he would at-
tack the high-priefl, and tcach his people not to vio-
late their oailis. Alexander foon conquered Tyre,
and then proceeded to reduce the Perlian govern-
ment at Gaza.

Sanballat, finding that Alexander lay

Sinbatl.it re. . . ey e .

vnlts irom before J'yre, repaired to him witii eight
Darius t) thoufand men, tiius abandoning his faith
e« to Darius. Alexander received him gra-
nim tsbuita  cioufly, and bid him fpeak freely ; on
Ce“:sme at which he faid that his Ibn-in-law, Manaf-

feh, brother to Jaddus, high-pried of the
Jews, was following him with a gre/U eoncourfe of
people, who requelled leave to ereft a temple in that
province. Sanballat intimated likewife how much
Alexander’s iiiterclt was concerned in this permif-
lion, as the Jews, who were very numerous, might
he ”s troublefome to him, as they had heretofore
been to the Syrians. The rcqueil was granted, and
they began to build the temple, of which Manafl'eh
was to be the high-prieft, and his defcendents, by
SanballatvVdaughter, to fucceed to that honour. At
the end of nine months, Sanballat died, and Alex-
ander having made a conqueft of Gaza, proceeded
towards Jerul'alcm. Jaddus the high-prie | was now
confounded to think how be fhould behave to a prince
whofc former commands he had difobeyed; on
V'iiich he ordered prayers and facrifices for the gene-
ral profperity of the people. On the tbllowing
night it was revealed to Jaddus in a dream, that he
fliould adorn the city with garlands and flowers, open
the gates, and let the people, dreffr'd in white, go
out to meet Alexander ; himfelfand the other priefts
preceding, in their proper habits. In the morning,
Jaddus, highly rejoiced, told the citizens what had
been revealed, and proceeded to make the necef-
fary preparations for meeting the king.
Learning that he approached, Jaddus,
with the nriellsand people, went on to a
place called Sapha, (or the place of prof-
pe£l) from its commanding a view oi' the

Jaildus meets
Alexander,
by whom he
is irtciouHy
rectived.

. This account does not materially difFcr from that given by
Stackhoufe, who relates, that Jaddus went out in his |jontifical
robes, with the priefts attending him in their proper habits, and,
upon an emincQce< Vaitcd the coming of Alexander i whom fceiug
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city and temple. The Chaldaeans and Phoenicians
thought to deflrov and plunder the high-priefl and
people ; but it happened 9therwife : for Alexander,
being the people walking in white, the priefls in filk
robes, and the high pricft in purple, embroidered
with gold, wearing his mitre, and having on his fore-
head a golden plate, with the name of God on it, ad-
vanced alone, paid homage to the infcription, and
complimented the high-prieft*. Hereupon the Jews
gathered in crouds, and proclaimed the praife of
Alexander. This behaviour aftonifhed the kings of
Perfia and otbern; and Parmenio afked Alexander
how it happened that he, whom almoft every man
worfhipned, fhould bow to a priefl of the Jews.
Alexander replied, “ | worfliip not this man; but
his (iod. Some time fince | faw this very perfbn, in
the fame habit, at Dion, in Macedonia. | was de-
bating howto conciuer Afia, when he bade me con-
dutl my army over the river, and | fhould fubdue
the empire of Perfia. On feeing him in this habit,
the idea of my dream rfccurs, and | am fure this is
the ])cribn who encouraged me to this exjiedition ;
thus convinced of the divine interpofition, | have no
dQui)t of fuccefs againft the Periians.” Having faid
this, tlie king fainted Jaddus, and the other priefts
ef'corting him into the city, he advanced to thetcn-
ple, and ulFered facrifice. Alexander paid grtit
refpeB to the high-prieft, who, on the conclufion/”'
the ceremony, fhewed him a pronhecy of
which preditled tliat in future timevVATAL"-u>'"N" |
com uer the empire of Perfia. Alexander
ing tiat this meant himfelf, was highly gratifficuv'?
dilcharged the people till the fol owing da?r
they were to make known what they dMired he
fhould do for them : On their meeting, the high-
prieft faid, they wifhed to enjoy their own ljt-v/s, to be
freed from a tribute paid once in feven yearsT™+td
to poffefs the fame privileges as the Jews of Media
and Babylon ; all which Alexander granted, and
faid farther, that if any of them chofe to enlift in his
army, they fhould have the free exercife of their re-
ligion ; on which many of them engaged in liis
fervice. ~

Alexander having adjufted affairs at
Jerufalem, proceeded to different places,
and was well receivefl in them all. The
city of Sichem, near the mount Gerizim,
was at this time the chief refidence of the
Samaritans, who retained their own difpofition of
being friends to the Jews in profperity. Alexanfffr>
was met by the Sichemit”™s (accompanied by the
troops Sanballat had fentj, who, with apparent joy,
begged he would honour their city and temple with
a yiht. The king f'lwke kindly tq'them, and pro-
mifed a vifit on his return, Thev tIen afked a re-
mittance of the feventh year’s tribute  Alexander
demanded of what nation they were; tfi*y anfWered
Hebrews, but the Sidonians called them SiculL-aiitf iw

The Samari.
lans ofSicl«em
apply to Alex-
ander, for a-
empiion from
tribute.

at fomc diftance, he moved towards him in this folemn pomp; u hi<b
firuck the king with fuch an awe, that, as he drew near, he baweii
down to him, and falutcd him with a religious veneration, to the
great furprize ofall who attended him.

They
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They were then afkcd if they were Jews;

but they anfwered in the negative ; upon

which Alexander faid, “ The favour vgy
, afk | have granted to the Jew”; and when
I retwn, and am better informed, | fiiall indulge
you in whfk may be thought reau)nablc.” Saying
this, the king difmilfed the Sichemiie«; but took
Sanballat’s troops, with him to f/”ypt, swbere they
had lands allotted them; IAit they were afterwards
placed in garrifon in Thebes, where they had the
iame indulgence.

The confider-
atton of thetr
m)ueft poft.
poned.
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his empire was di-
vided among his fiij&cetfors. The temple
of Gorizim jeinained unioucl>ed. Wnen
the Jewi5 at Jenifakm violated their laws, by a breach
of the f.tI>baih. or eating meats tlut were forbidden,
they llfed to fake fantluary with the Sichemites, pre-
tending thatihev w€re-f»lfely accufed. Jaddus, the
high-prieit, died at this period, and was fuccecdcd
by his fojiOnias.

Alexander dying,
«ohr ind
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The MACEDONIAN Empirt divided into Principali-
titi, after Deceafe of ALEXANDER. PTO-
LEMYobtaim Pojfeffwnoj JERUSALEM.

r>r(hliynof A LEX ANDE R died, after having
tiicViredaiii. L\ obtained an intire conquefl over
enprt A . the Pcrfian empire, and eflabliflicd

divers regulations in Jerufalem, as we have already-
mentioned; and his kingdom was divided among the
chiefs of his army. Antigonus afl'umed the com-
mand of Afia; Selewcus, that of Babylon and the
bordering countries; the Hellefpont was under
Lyfimacnus; Calfander reigned over Macedon; and
Ptolemy, the fon of Lagus, over Egypt. Thcfe
princes feverally aimed at univerfal fovercignty, and
the confequence was a war of long duration, m the
courfe of which great mimbers of people were fadrii
ficed, and many capital cities utterly deftroyed. The
country of Syria was particularly aff'efted by thefe
ontentions, during the reign of Ptolemv, who was
ailed the faviour: but no man lefs defcrved that

onourable diftinflion*. .

This Ptolen|>', under the pretext of a
religious motive, obtained admittance to
the city of Jerufalem on the fabbaih, and
rkei meojr of gained poJfcffion of the place, without

“jewipri- — gppofition, the Jews being prohibited tI®
n ule of.annK on that faered dayi In his

iilory of the fuccefTors of Alexander, AgatFar-

f lolemjf g tti

Icrufilecm by
t»chrry, and

Piotemy was a man intircly given op to hii lufts and voluptu-
dclighu. Drinking, gaming, *nd lafciviouCicfi, were the
li'olc cmplojrmccts ;of his life. Agathoclca his concubinc, and
rgathoclet his hrotber (who was his catarnitc) governed him abfo-
Itely; and when ArUnoe (who was both his fitter and wife) com-
bined of the negleft which, by meansof thcfe two fcvourites, was
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chideSj the- Cnidian, fays, “ The people called
Jews, inhabiting the ftrpngly fortified ana populous
city of Jerufal(-in, lubmilted to the intolerable op-
preHioi) of Ptolemy, from a fuperditious regard to
their fabbath, by which tbey were with-held from
taking up arms to repulfe tne invader.” Ptolemy
made captives of a great number of Jews from Jeru-
faJom, Samaria, and mount Gerizim, and tmnf-
pldnt*d them into Egypt. The anfwer of the Jews
to Alexaftda* after lie had vanquiflied Darius, con-
vinced Ptolemy that they were a people who paid a
Jacrcd oljfervance to an oath; and on this conlidera-
lion, having firft fworn them to hdelity to himfclfand
his fuccell'ors, he cntrulled them to defend feveral
ilaces of Itrength, appointed them to olHces of con-
iderable iruft, and admitted them to the fame privi-
Ifges in Alexandria which were enioyed by the Ma-
cfdoniaiis. The liberality of Ptolemy, aiid ihc fer-
tility of the country, induced great niiipbersof Jews
to repair to Egypt. The ancient laws and cultoms
were a continual fource of dilTcnfions among the
Jews and Samaritans; the formerjdecUring the tem-
ple at Jerufalem to be the only fiply j~ace, and the
others a* politively infilling in favour of the temple
at Gerizim: and in thcfe contetts many lives were
loll.

Philadclphus/uceuedcd his.firther Pto-
lemy f#ho was called the faviour) in the
government of Egypt. On the following

The ciptive
Jeurt reitored
to freedoin.

put upon her, this fo offendal the king and his catamite, that ordcrt
were given to have her put to death; but he did not long furvivc
hcrj for, having worn out a ftrongconftitution by his intcmpcrancc

and debaucheries, he ended his life before he had lived out half the
ordinary term allotted to man.

3E occafioiv
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occafion he rcftorcd to freedom one hundred and
twenty thoiifand Jews who wefe. captives in Egypt.
Demetrius Phalereus, who was appointed to the care
of the royal library, with remarKable induftry la-
boured to procure all the books which were deferv-
in{j a place in the king’sftudy. Being Mkcd by Phi-
laaelpnus how many books he had colleCled, Deme-
trius replied, that the number amounted to two hun-
dred thoufand volumes, which he hoped foon to in-
creafe to five hundred thouland, having”lc3rnt that
the Jewspofl'eflcd a vaft number of nianufcripts on
the fubjcfcl of their laws, ceremonies and culloms,
which would prove a valuably; acquifition to the royal
iibtaty ; he obl'erved,* that though the charafters
and language of the tlcbrews bore fome affinity to
the Greek, yet tljerc were many niceties peculiar to
each tongue, which would contribvite to render the
tranflation a work of difficulty, but that it might not-
withftanding be accomplifhcd if the king fhould
judge it expedient to incur the cxpence or the un-
dertaking. Philadelphus cxpren'ed anen-
tire approbation of what had been inti-
mated by his librarian ; and difpatched a
letter to the high-prieft of the Jews, re-
quelUnghis affiliancetowardsthe intended
acqiiifition. Ariltasus, whofe wifdom and
modellyhad obtained him a diltinguiflied
place in the kingsefteem, had long cheriihed the
hope of reftoring the Jews to freedom ; and deter-
mining to avail himfelf of* the favourable opportu-
nity which now oft'ered, he applied to Sofibius,
Tarantinus, and Andraeus, captains of the guards,en-
treating them tojoin their interefts for efiefting the
defired purpofe. Having received their promiiie of
afliftance, he thus addrefled the king ;

“ Your majelly having been pleafed to figsify a
defire of having atranUation of the laws of the Jews,
1 Immbly apprehend that the bufiiiefs cannot be
lairly executed while fo many of the people from
whom you expeft aHiftance remain in bondage. To
relieve their diftrefs is an aft worthy your exalted
ftation and charaQer, fince we' all worfhip the Al-
mighty God underthe feveral names ofJove, Jupiter,
A Jiivando. From a veneration of the univerfal
Creator, you may be inclined to reltore fclie mifer-
able captives to the land afligned them by Provi-
dence. 1 do not prefume to efpoule the caufe of
thefe neople on account of a family alliance, but
etitireiyon the confideration that wc are the fervants
of tlic fame God, to whom the folic.ted clemency
will prove highly acceptable.”

Thekir.i'i inquired of Aridaeus what
i«iiiber.iiiy number of Jc”'s wefe in bondage; andhe
twhehaifof  “ves Informed by Andmnis, that they

ambunted lo about one hundred and
twenty thoutand : upon this, the king alked Arif-
taeus whether he thought he had requelted a moderate
favour. It was obferved by Sofibius, and others, that
companion towards the miferable was worthy the
royal charafler, in gratitude for having been advan-
ced to the fyvereigiity. Philadelphus was perfc6lly
faiistied witli the condutl of the perfons who had in-

koiemv Phi-
U<le)lihui or-
don « tranllj.
tion of the
JtKufh Uw> 10
fw m«de into
Crrck, by
l:yeiuy.two
cld:n.
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terceded in favour of the captives, and ordered that,
on the eniuing pay-day, his loldiers, exclufive of their
ufual ftipend, lliould receive an hundred and twenty
drachmas in lieu of every Jew whom they held in (la-
very; promifing further to extend his clemeiicy in
compliance wit \the requelt of Ariftarrfs, or rather
with the decrees of Providence, ajid that the whole
fhould be ratified by a proclamation emancipating tli6
Jews who had been made prifoners during his father’s
reign, as well as thofe who had fallen into captivity be-
fore and fubfequeni lo that period. He was informed
that the deliverance of thefe people would incur an
expence of at lead forty talents: and he faid that not-
withftanding the fum was confidefable, his protnilb
fhould be punttually fulfilled.

mThe kiiy; ordered Demetrius to publifli the particu
lars concerning ~he tranflation of the books and re-
cords of the Jews. Upon a regifler was infertcd a
tranfcript of the petition of Demetrius, alillofthc
donations towards the ui,idcrtaking, with the names
of the feveral fubfcribers, and the letters which had
palled on tlie occafion; fb that the munificence of
the king, and the liberal afTiflance afTorded towards
perfetling the work, might be apparent on the firfl
view. His munificence, and the many valuable pre-
fents which he made to the temple, Vere beyond de-
fcription fplendid, and. exceeded every thing done
by former monatchs; I mean thofe who were not
defcendents of Abraham, but raifed i"p by the Al-
mighty to fliew favour to the people of Ifrael.

CHAP. 1.

The Liberality of the King of AS I A toway-ds the JEWS™
CLEOPATRA, Daughter oj ANTJOCHUS the
GREAT, married to the King of EGYPT.

O celebrated were the Jews for their faith and their
military fkill, that Seleucus, furnamed Nicanor,
admined them to the immunities of Antioch, and his
feveral cities throughout Afia and Lower Syria; and
to this day they enjoy the privileges granted to them,
in common witji the Qreeks and Macedonians. The
Jews being prohibited the ufe of foreign oil, the
Olympic officers had it in commiflicm from the go-
vernment, to allow them, in lieu thereof, a jxirtion
of money. In the following war, the people of An-
tioch infifted upon the Jeys being abridged of this
privilege; but Mutianus, governor of the province
of Syria, would not conrrply with their requifitions.
The people of Alexandria urged the disfranchifemeni
of the Jews, during the reign of Vefpafian and his
fon Titus: the Romans honourably oppofed the mea-
fure, which the above-mentioned princes could, not
be induced ta countenance. Notwithftanding the
provocation of an obflinate war and rebellion, thev
nobly declined a gratification of their pHffions, ana
rejeacd the intercefTion of two powerful natioiu, on
the confideration that the privileges of the Jews could
not be abridged without aviolation ofjullice. Their
former
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former dcfcpts prevailed over their prefcnt offences;
and the princcii faid, that private interclt; ihould not
fcduce them to take niciin advantages. They urged,
tliat fuch of our people as had taken up arms againit
the had been fufliciently punilhed in the
courfc of tISVar; and to abridge the I'acrcd rights of
thofc .who h” not committed offence, would be
equally contrary to the principles of realbn and
juftice. *

I 'he generofity of Marcus Agrippa towards the
Jews ftands on record. He defended them againft
their enemies, and entered into various leagues with
the neighbouring princcs for their common defcnce.

Antiochus perfetted a bond of friendlhip with Pto-
lemy, by marrying his daughter Cleopatra. For a
niarriage-portion he received hiilf of Ccelo-Syria,
Pha;nicia, Judea, and Samaria, which being let to
hire to the priticipal people of the eprovmtes, the
rents were paid into the royal treafury.

The pride of the Samaritans now induced them to
infuU tlie Jews, feveral of wliom they made captives.
This happened in the time of Onias the high priell,
who was (b weak and covetous that he retufed the
ufual tribute of twenty talents, which hispredeceffbrs
had conftantly paid to the king. Ptolemy Euergetes,
the father of Philopater, was k) affronted at this cour

that he fent an ambaffador to Jerufalem lo de-
mand the payment, and threatened to fix a plantation
there, and quarter an army on the country, in cafe
of a refufal. The Jews were extremely terrified at
this meffage j but Onias, whofe ruling paffion was the
love of money, was determined to abide the confe-
guence.

jofephfi«d. Jofcph, a young man, nephew of Onias
vicetoOnui  the high-prieft, was' remarkable for his
rejeced prudencc and integrity. Being at Phi-

thola, his mother fent him notice of the above mef-
iage j on which he went to Onias, and rcproached
him with his difregard to the welfare of the public,
to whom he owed nis promotion; laying that, atlealt
he fhould go to the king, and endeavour to obtain a
remittal of partof the tribute. This Onias abfolutely
declined; on which Jofeph defired to go in his place,
which was granted, ioleph therefore affembled the
people in the temple; told,them he would wait on the
uing, and hoped his uncle’s reminhefi would have no
ill confcquence. They thankfully left the bulinefs to
liimj on which he invited the king’s cominilfioner
to a fplendid treat, which lafted Irveral days, made
him nch prefents, and tgjd him he would follow him
to his mafter. The commiffioner returning into
Egypt, fpoke of the iiif*ratitude of Onias; but men-
tioned Jofeph (who would foon be there) in terms of
fuch high refpefel, that the king, and the queen
Cleopatra, wiihed to fee him.
‘Goci on an Jofeph now fent lo his friends in Sama-
to ria, toraife money tofurnifh hisequipage,
Prolemjr with - which coft near twenty thoufand drach-
xn it mas, in cloaihs, Korfes, carriages, plate,
»iew. &rc. On his road to Alexandria, he fell
in rompany with fome of the princcs and nobles of
Syria and Piurnicia, who were going to the king, to
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urchafe his revenue, which was annually fold to the
eft; bidder. Thefe pet>ple ridiculed the appearance
of Jofeph and his retinue; but he proceeded to Alex»
andria, whpre learning that the king was at Memphis,
he went forward, and met him in his chariot, with
the queen, aid Athenion, the very commiliioncr
whom Jofeph had treated at Jerufalem. Athenion
no fooner faw him, than he told the king that wa»
the young man of whom he had fpoken fo highly.
On this/ Ptolemy took him into nis carriage, and
mentioned liow ill he had been treated by Onias.
Joleph replied, “ An old man is a fecona time a
child; impute nothing to Onias beyond what his
age will excufe: for u? whr» have youth, and the
power of our faculties, we will give proof of- our
dutiful attachment.” This fpeech fo pleafed the
king, that he gave orders that Jofeph fhowld be
lodged in the palacc, and treated him at his own
table; a circumflance that gave great difguft to the
Syrians.

The day arriving when the branches of
the revenue were to be Ibid, the nobles
above-mentioned ofl'cred eiglit thoufand
talents for the duties of Coclo-Syria, Phoe- freft
nicia, and Samaria ; on which, Jofeph bid double the
fum; which pleafed the king, who afked him what
fecurity he could give. Jofeph faid his fecurities
were undoubted; and the king bidding him name
them, he replied he ha”™ no doubt that tnc king and
queen Would Ue mutualTy bound for his intc'grity.
Hereupon the king truffed him with the receipt of
the revenue, without other fccurity; a circumllance
that extremely mortified the intended purchafers.

Thus comniiffioned, Jofeph folicited a
guard of two thoufand fbldiers, to aid him
in lev;Ning the duties; which being granted,
he borrowed five hundred talents in Alex-
andria, and proceeded tow'ards yria. On
bis arrival at Afkalon, the people not only refufed
to pay the tribute, but infulted him; whereupon he
punifned twenty of the ringleaders, and railed a
thoufand talents from their forfeited edates, which
he fent to the king, with an account of his proceed'-
ings. This fo pleafed the king, riiat he left him wholly
to nis o\yi condutt; and the red ofthe Syrians, llrurk
by the aoove example, paid their taxes witho'.K heli-
tation. The people of Scythopolis following thofe
of Afkalon in refufing to*pay the tribute, Jofeph
dealt with them as with the others, applying the for-
feitures to the ufe of the king. In the courle ofbufi-
nefs, Jofeph procured many valuable prelents both to
the Kking and his ininilters.

Jofeph h

ircaled with
fmgulir ho-
nour ind re*
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Twenty-two years Jofeph lived in prof- circum-
perity, during \*hich he had feven fons by
one wife, and one, named Hyrcanus, by irth ut Hyr
the daughter of his brother Solymius, *“"ui

whom he married in confeqticnce of the following
iivcident. Journeying to Alexandria with his bro-
ther, to find a Jew of rank proper to marry his daugh-
ter, Jofeph, being at fuppcr with the king, fell in love
with a maid who was dancing to entertain his ma-
jefty. He told the fecrct to his brofticr, wilhing,

that
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that as he could not lawfully marry her, he -would
jirivately introduce them to each other. The bro-
ther promiled, but put his daughter to bed; and Jo-
I'cph, having drank too freely, difcovercd not the de-
ception. This deceit was repeatedly praftifed, till
Jofcph, wholly enamoured, lamented lo his brother
the improbability of the king’s pcrmittingthe match.
Solymius bade hun be at rcfl; laid he might lawfully
enjoy the woman as his wife, and revealed the whole
fccret: fayijig, he permitted this affront to his daugh-
ter, rather than that his brother (houlfl commit a
heinous offence. Jofeh was all gratitude for this
iiiftance of friendfliip, andjnarricd tlie daughter, who
was the mother of Hyrtanus? At thirteen years old,
llyrcanus was fuch amiracle of good fenfe and bene-
volence, that he became the dbjeft of envy to all his
cider brothers.
ettraor- Jofeph, willing to make proof of the
divanuientt.  abilities of his children, placed all of them,
fxcept Hyrcamis, under experienced mailers; but
they made no proficfencv. He then fent Hvrcaiuis
a journey'of feven days into the defert, witli three
hundred pair of oxen, to plow and fow; firft private-
ly taking away the lines that were to fallen the yoke
to the )K>ugh. The youth, on his arrival, mi/Ting the
Ijnes, ome hufbandmen advifed him to lend to his
lather for them ; but, unwilling to lofe Ib much time,
he gave ordcr.s for ten yoke of oxcti to be killed, the
lic Ih of which he dillributed among hisworkmen, and
had the Ikins cut into thon]|,s, with which he fattened
the oxen to the ploughs, did his bufinefs, and return-
i;d to his father. Jolcph was enraptured at this nru-
(lence of his fon, and fembraced him in token of his
approbation of fuch condud: but the brothers hated
Jiyrcanus for his l'uperior abilities.
Hyrcenue ip- Soon aftcr this, Jofeph heard thj.t the
iDeciiJ tjueen was biought to bed .of a fon, and
smemy on that the princes and great men of Syria
the birtk of « were halrtning to court, to congratulate
foo. the king on the occafion. Jofeph’s age
iieventcd his attendance ; but he leverally alked his
%ns to go; one of whom faid he ihould not choofe
appear before the king; a fccond was iniacquaint-
<d with the ways of the court, &c. but they united
in wifliing Hyrcanus might be fent. Herejjpon, Jo-
feph called him, and alkcd him how he would conduft
himfelf if fent on this bufinefs. Hyrcanus faid he
ihould think it an horwur-to be fo employed, and
would not put his father to nauch expence; hinting
that ten thoufand drachmas would defray the charge.
Jofeph paufcd, admiring his moderation, when uie
fon faid, “ I would not recommend the fending from
this place any prefents to the king; butwrite to your
agent at Alexandria to furnifh me with proper gifts.”
On confideration, Jofeph thought 'that ten talenu
might make the neceffary purchafes; on wliich he
gave his fon letters of credit to Arion, who had then
three thoufand talents in hand, Jofeph ufing to re-
mit the collefclions in Syria to him, to be tranlinitted
to the royal treafury. Hyrcanus nnmediately went
to Ariun with his letters, vhile his brothers fecretly
laboured to deflroy him. Arion afking what fum
would be -fufTicient, Hyrcanus faid, “ A thoufalLd
2
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talents. — What! (faid the former) to be wafled in
luxury. no, fir, your fathct’s fortuiite was made by
induftry, and you would do well to follow his exam-
ple « 1 will give you only ten talents, and thole I
wilffee expended in the prefents.” Hc,J?"eceeded
in this manner, till Hyrcanus had hirn,<Sommitted to
prilon. At this time, Arioi”*s wife, who was on good
terms with tlic queen, carried the news to_her
trefs, and the queen told it to the king, with reflec-
tions on the young man’s cpndu6l. Hereupon, the
king fent a tn-*frage to Hyrcanus, wondering that he
did not fulfil his father’'s comniiflion, and ftill more
that he had imprifoned the agent; ordering mm to
attend immediately, and clear hinifelf of the charge
alledged againll him. Hyrcanus bade the Hii ringic*.
meffenger tell the king, that by the laws

of the Jews no man was to eat the flefh

of any facrifict, who had not hhnfelf firlt offered fa-
crifice in the temple : that his cafe was fimilar, and
he could not wait on the king till he had procured
the prefents which his father had provided as a telli-
mony of his duty and gratitude; and that with regard
to punilhing a refractory fervant, he thought himfelf
jultilied.: for the ill example of an inferior might at
lenjj~h reach the king himlclf; as where authority is
delpifed, the precedent is dangerous. The king was
charmed when he heard of this dignity of fcntiment
in fo young a man.

By this time Arion found he had no
intereft with the king; on which he com-
pounded for his liberty, by paying the
thoufand talents to Hyrcanus, who imme-
diately went to court, and was admitted
to the royal table. Hyrcanus now privately bought
of the merchants ont hundred Hnc young men, and
the fame number of accompliflied girls, at a talent
each. Himfelfand other perfons of diflinftion, be-
ing invited to dine with the king, the mailer of the
ceremonies placed Hyrcanus at the bottom of the
table, on the fcore of his youth. The company j
agreed to lay their bones on Hyrcanus’s plate, and
then introduced Tryphon, the king’s jefter, to ridicule
him; whjch he attempted, by bidding the king no-
tice the circumllance, and (apng, that fo had Hyrca-
nus’s father picked the bones of all Syria. Hrsinus
The king,fmilirtg, afk’cd Hyrcanus how he poigiut
came by I'o many bones ? “ Sir (faid he,
looking on the company.) dogs eat bones as well «s
meat; out men put the bones afide.” This pleafed
the king, who prailcd him, and recommended him to
general refpett. On the fallowing day, Hyrcanus
privately inquired of the fervapts, what their matters
intendeci to prefent the king on the birth of the
prince : fome faid twelve talents, and others more or
lefs; while Hyrcanus pretended to be uneafy that
he could give only five talents. The fervants told
this to their matters, thinking the youth would be
difgraced in the king’s opinion, by the fmallnefs of
his prefent. On the following day, the syfrornig
hijghett giftw'as twenty talents, except that niiiiefke ol
of Hyrcanus, who gave the hundred boys e
and girls, and with each a talent befides. *®
This gift altonilhed the king aiid bis friends; bwt

cjcclufive
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cxclufive hereof, Hyrcanus gave gratuities to the
king’s officers, to counterattthe plots of his brothers,
who had fousht his deftniftion. The coiiduft of
Hyrcanus fo ilruck the liing, that he promifcd to
grant ar),v favour he fhould afk; on wliich he rc-
quedcd oul™ etters to his father and brothers.
Hereupon the jiing difmifled him honourably, made
him princely p efents, and gave him the requcltcd
letters to his family. ,

W lien the brothers of Hyrcanus learnt
k)Wthe king and queen had received hiuj,
and how much his reputation was advanc-
ed by this expedition, they combined to
meet him without tlie town, and put him to
death : nor was theirfather fwho was difgulted at the
expence of the prefents) wholly unapprifed of this
ailair, though his fear of the king occalioned his con-
cealing it. In faft, the brothers met, and attacked
Hyrcanus, whofe attendants killed two of them, and
wounded feveral of their followers, the relt efcaping
to Jerufalem. Hyrcanus proceeded thither; but
finding no refpefl paid him, he went over the river
Jordan, where he coUefted the royal duties from the
Barbarians, for the reft of his life. This happened
wluMi Seleucus, ion of Antiochus the great, reigned
Dea.hofjo- ovcr Afia. About this TCriod, Joleph, the
iph si40. father of Hyrcanus, died, after having

cQiiniE~cd the public duties of Syria,
Phoenicia, and Samaria, for twenty-two years; and
bearing the cluirafter of a courageous and pious man.
Near the lame period died Onias, the uncle, who
was fucceeded in the pricllhood by his lon Simon,
wholikewife dying, was fuccieeded by his fon Onia.s;
who received, from Arius king of l-acedaemon, an
cmbafly, the contents of which are as follow :

The br-'ihtfn
of Hyrcmus
coofpirc
agAiitft hit
life.

ARIUS, King of LACKDJP.MON, wijhti Health
to ONIAS.

* AN ancient manufcript having fallen
into our hands, proving the relationfhip
between our families, and that we are de-
fcended from the line of Abraham, it appear.”equi-
table that all poflible g<x)d offices fhould Dc mutually
H-)nc by perlbns fo nearly related. We therefore
ortri“~vou every fervice in our power; and fhall
henc<“forward deem your concerns Ss our own, and
‘coTifiderourinterellsas thefame. Our faithful fervant
Demoleteswill deliver you this letter, which iswritten
on one page in quarto, and fealtd With the white
figure of an eagle, grafping in her talons a dragcjn.”

Jofenh beitSg dead, there were violent difputes be-
tween nis foils, the elder making war on the younger,
ajid Simon the high-pricil, with the majority of the
people, taking part with the former. Hyrcanus re-
mained beyond Jordan, engaged in perpetual war
with the Arabians, of whom he killed, and carried
iVcartieof into captivity, great numbers. In this
Uyrc nu country he built a wonderful caftlc, the
walls of white Hone, with figures of various animals
ciirioufly carved on them. A deep ditch or filh-
pond was dug round the caftlc, and in a rhountain
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oppofitc to it, pafTages were cut, in length fcv#ral
lurlongs, but, for fecurity fake, only wide en™ij™h at
(he mouth for one man to enter. Within the caRlc
were lodging, dining rooms, and other placcs of cn-’
tcrtainment, wiih llatcly buildings, courts, gardens,
and fountains. This place is on the borders of Arabia,
and Judea bey<#nd Jordan, near the land of the Efle-
bonites, and received the name of Tyre. During fcven
years, which Seleucus reigned in'Syria, Hyrcanus
held this government. Antiochus fucceeded Seleu-
cus; and wout this lime died Ptolemv king of JCgypt,
who left tw(f young fons, named t*hilomeicr and
Phv-fcon. yVntiochiis being at this time v ihoffiyr-
very powerful, flyrcanus dreading being «mey i
called to anfwer for hiSScvewilies' to the

Arabians, deflroyed himfclf; and his policiTions were
fcized by Antiochus.

CHAP. 1.

ONIAS becomes Iligh-Priejl; repairs to ANTIOCH,
and renounces Religion. ANTIOCHUS breaks into
EGYPT, but is repuljed by tlie ROMANS.

"TAIIE high-priefl Onias being dead, Antiochus
X Epiphanes promoted his brother Jefus to the
jpefHioo", during the minority of his fon : but the
cing being difpleaied with Jcfus, deprived him of the
dignity, wnirh he bellowed on the younger brother
Onias. Now Jefus took the name of Jalon, and
Onias that of IVitnelaus. 'Hereupon the people were
divided into factions : Menelaus being fupported by
the lons of Tobias, and Jafon by the people in ge-
neral, who proving too powerful, Menelaus and his
pauy retired to Antioch, declaring they would re-
nounce the Jcwifli worfhin, and follow that of the
Greeks j requcfting permi/fion to open an academy
at Jerulalem for public excrcifes. This licence be-
ing obtaineil, they abandoned the laws and cudoms
of thr Jews, adhered tq thofe of other nations, and
became pcrfctl Greeks in appearance, even when
naked.

Eafe, and the comfort.nble fettlement of his people
at home, induced Antiochus to penetrate into Eppt,
encouraged hereto prtly by the weaknefs of the
fons of Ptolemy, and partly by ambition. Thus de-
termined, he marched a large army to Peiufiumj
where he conquered Philomcter. He then reduced
Memphis and other places; and proceeded to Alex-
andria, in h(~* of conquering the king, and taking
the place. But the Romans commanding him in-
fiantly to withdraw, he abandoned his conguclts.
licretofore we have fpoken only flightly of this
king; butwe now proceed to the particulars of hii
taking JerulUliiin.

Antiochus, retreating from Egypt, pro-
cecded immediately with his anny to Je-

rufalem ; and having gained over a party ftum whuh
in the to~fn, the gates were thrown open to
him. Hereupon he plundered the city, drcdfui iwr.
put great numbers to the fword, and re- iwritienod
paired to Antioch with his trcaiure. The

3 F barbarities
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barbaritic* of this outrap;e were fiich,Ihat even timfc
who opened the gates to the troops of Antiochus
vcre not fpaied. 'J'he fpoil'Of the temple was incre-
dible: the holy veHels, goldc»i candlelticks, golden
altar, table of (hcw-brcind, ciirtains, filk unci linen
embroidery and even the immetife quantity of con-
cealed trcauire were all carried away. The people
were forbid to ofter daily facrifices, the city was le-
velled with the ground, and moff « tiie inhabitanis,
men, women, and children, were either killed or
made prifoncrs. The enemy built a tower in the
city, commanding a view of the temple? which they
fortified, and filled with Macedonians and apoltatc
Jews. They built an aliar in the temple, on which
they facrihced hogs, ijVderiilon of the Jews; whom
they atterly -diftrcfl'ed, becaiife they ‘'would not re-
nounce the true God. They likewife built temples,
and altars, on which they offered up fwine’s llelh, in
the other cities and towns. They laid penalties on
the Jews for circumcifing their children, and kept
people in pay to extort penalties, or to nrofecutc
them; fo that, in the end, moll of the Jews lubmitted
to the king’s commands; though Ibme were found
fii) courageous as to brave all "dangers, rather than
violate their laws and religion. "I'ncfe were lirll
feverely whipped, and then themfelvcs and wives
crucified, thole-of their children who had been cir-
cumcifed being hung about their necks. Orders
were likewife given to deflroy the holy fcriptnre.s;
and that no perfon fliould pofl'cfs them on pain of
death. . NN

Dnp.icityof The SaiTiiarilans finding the wrctched
tile 6im¢i.  ftgic to which thc Jcws wcerc ri‘duccd, now
s no longer claimed affinity to them, nor
fpoke of the temple of Gerizim as that of God. They
now faid they were defdended from the Mi-dt; and
I’erfians; and refolved to renounce all coiuiettion
with the wretched race ~f the Hebrews. ThejJ alfo
dedicated th~r temple ~t Gerizim to Jupiter, the
chief of thc heathen deities.

..................... e S fhiie
CHAP. V.

The who wdidd compel a faljt Worp,ip,

killed by M/ITTHIAH and hh Sons. The dying

Spttch ‘and Advice of MATTH IAS.

t this period, Matthias, a prieft, lived at Modim,
a village of Judafa. He hi-id five fons, namecl
Johannan, Simon, Judas, Elcazar, and Jonathan.

* The raotlern Ifraelitfs itc not left I'tiA (aftt-r their wav), th.

their ancient idolatrous brethren were rrmift, in'keeping the fah-
bath. Buxtorf.in his Account of the religious CuUoms.and Cere-
monies of that people, has given us the following finguiar prohibi-
tions, felcfted from among many others, which regard their obfer-
vauce of this holy Jay.

1. If, on the fabbath, a Jew arrives at home, or elfewhcre, on a
horfcorafs (as, by means of thc privilege of the fabbarh-dav’sjour-
»ey, he mayj he is at libcrtj' to eafc his beaft, when he putjluui up.

[BookXllI.

Matthias would frequently lament to his (bns, the
wretched llate of the Jews, whofe city was laid wade,
and temple profaned and he ufcd to fay how much
more noble it would be to facrifice their lives in de-
fence of their countr)’, religion, and la\v~than to
live in fo bafe and fcrvilc a ftate.

When the king’sofficers came to execute the royal
orders, they applied to Matthia.";, asf a man whi»fe
Condua migiu i[ifluen<;c others, and commanded him
to worfhip as dirctted. Tliis he refuled, faying, that
if every other perfon fubmitted, he would not, and
would'advife his iuns never to abandon their an-
cient uligion. While Matthias was thus fpeak-
ing, a Je w came forward, to facrihcc according to the
new edid ; which fo enraged Mitthias and his fons
that they killed not only thc Jew, but Apelle.s, thc
king’; oflicer, with his giuird, who were cndeavour-
jng to enfoj;ce thc new worfhip. The altar was over-
tunied in the conteft ; while Matthias exclaimed,
“ Follow me, =o\i that regard your honour or reli-
gion!” Hereupon Matthias and his fons retired to
the wildernelii, leaving their property behind them ;
and were foon followed by numbers of people, who
refided in caves a confidcrable time. News hereof
being brought to thc king’s ofiiccrs, they drew the
troops from the caflle of Jerufiilem, and advancing
to the wildernefs, advifed thc Jews to fubmiflion, to
prevent thc neceflity of deftroyhig them. To this
the Jews turned a deaf ear; on which their oppo-
nents fixed on the fabbath for dellroying them, which
they did by burning them in their caves, no rcfift-
ance being made; for fuch was tlic rCvereivpe that
the Jews had for thc day, that, rather tha.i profane
it, they would peri{fh *. About a thoufand men,
women, and children were thus fuffocated imder-
ground ; but numbers efcaped, and uuitgdthemlelves
under Matthias. 'l hisvenerable man new iiillruBed
them that, in cafe of necelfity, they ought to defend
theinfelves on thc fabbath, aswell as at other times; or
their enemies would alw'ays take (he advantage, and
attack theiTi when no rcfidance was to be dreadejJ.
They were hereby convinced of the propriety of
ufing.jfnns on the fabbath on urgent occafions;~and
the prafctice has coiuinut d to this day. Matthias now
drew together all the people who had dii'pcrfed thern-_
fclves, and lurked about in dread of the cne«n\r* and
finding himl'elf at the head of a confidcrable army,
deflroyod the idol altars, put to the iftrd fuch apo-
flatts as could be found, ordered thc cirCumcifion of
children, and drove ofli' fuch of the king’s officers
as were appointed to rtltrain.that pradice.

At

by UK>ring the girths; but it is a profanation to take off the faddle.
If the bcaft (hakesit off, all is well enough, fay thc Rabbins; for
that is a thing the Jew hath no hand in. JBut in fuch a cafc, the Jevtr
muH let the laddie lie, fall how it may.

7. If, on the fabbath, he leads a horfe with abridle, he muft take
cai-e that fuch a portion of the reins hang beneath his hand, or t«-
tween hi* hand and the bit, as that I>e cannot be fuppofed, liiltead of
leading the horfe, to aflift only in carr) ing the bridle.

3. it is lawful oa the iabbath-day to leap over a ditch, but not to

wade
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\\t tbfc end of a year from this period, Matthias
finPing that his death approached, fuminoncd his
font'i“and addrefied them as follows: “ My life is
drawing to the clofe; but ere | leave you, | chargc
you to be farm in Uic caufc | have aflertcd. Rec-

wade through the water. left.fcy the Rabbins, a neceffity fhould arife
for jirofaning thc day, by drying the IRckings.

4™ A Jew Is not to wear afivord, or any fuch thing asa weapon or
warlike accoutrerhent, on (he'fabbaih : nor is a taylor, at this time,
to go out of his houfe”~ith ancedleftickingon his clothes.

The paralytic, and the lam* perfon, who cnnnot walk without
a ftick or canr, is permitted the ufe of one on the f»bbath : but the

who. are not lamr, mnft handle no fuch thing. The ufe of
/ilts, for pafling over water ot dirt, is at this time unlawful; be-
caufe, fay the Rabbins, very fagacioufly, though t'le ftiltj feern to
i-prry™a, man, yet in faft ’'tis the man who carries them: and noone
mjilt incurobcr him fdf with any thing, on the fabbath, that hatli but
the fmallctt refemblance to, or the leaft nature of, abuaien.

6. A plaifter that i« oir a wound may be continued; but ifit
drop* oW, it'is not to be put on agai”, nor any thing in its ftead, till
the fabbath is gone.

7. A Jew ought not to carry either gold or filver, or any fort of
mnoney about him on the fabbath : and if at any time he finds a purfe
0."monevs he is not to meddle with it.

A8. While the dirt which is uoon his coat, cloak, or ftocking* is
nioil™, he my fcrape it offwith thenailsof his fingersjbut if itisdry,
hte muft let It ren/ain till the fabbath is ended ; becaufe, fay the Ralw
bins, the'fcraping it off when it is dry, makes a dull; which gives
the matter the look of pounding or grinding. If his hands happen
to be bedaubed with dirt, he may wipe them upon a cow's tail, or
upon the mane or tail of a horfe, but not with a towel, or any linen
whatever, Idl- a nn:cffity (liould arife, of which he would be the
caufe, of wafliin” it before the fabbath is fpcnt.

g, JfaJew fpies aflea upon him on the fabbath, he is not to catch
it, unlefs it bites him ; i\ which cafe he may lay hold of it, if he
cdn, and throw it from him ; !ut he muft be fure not tokill it; be-
Laufe a flea, fay the Rabbins, was created, like other creatures, out
ofthe earth: but he may crack a loufe; becaule, fays the fame
kurned gentleman, a loufe is generated, not of the earth, but of the
fweat of man’s body. But in this latter cafe, the ralibinical b(nly is
oppofed by Rabbi Eliezer, who in the Talmud maintains, that he
who cracks a loufe on the fabbath, is as N lIty as he who on thatdav
kills a caiael. And there are many doubts upon the matter to this
d.ny.

10. A Jew is forbidden to climb a tree ujwn the fibbath’, left he
(hould rt~ or break any thing off; the ftripplngof the fmalleft twig
at that time being judged a profanation.

M, Ifcom be thrown to jjouUry on the ~ibbath, care muft be

,'t*ken that the feathered family pick it all up, or that it be thrown
themin a plac* to which no rain can come, left any of the grain
fhoultl take root and germinate; for, in fuch cafe, this, fay the Rab-
bins, would be lowing on the fabbath; acfime for which there is no
expiation.

ti. If~oD the f-ibbath, a Tew%rrives from fca at an harlwur, he is
not to go adiore till the hibbath is over, unlefs he is clofcly purfued,
and his life is in danger.

We (hall clofe this fuV;jrft, by adt®ing a curious narrative con-
C'rning it, taken frt)m a Jewifli writflr.

“ Onoeupona time three Jews, who were together upon ajour-
ney, being overtaken by thcfabb.-uh ina wood, at a great diftance
from any Tioufe or cottage where tljcy might lodge, one of them
faid. What is to be done? The road is infefted with robljers, and
the wood is full of wild beafts; is it not, therefore, more advifeable
for ujto go forward, than to expofe ourfelvcs to fuch a hoft of dan-

by flopping here, out of a fcropulous regard,for the fabbath ?

Nith two of thtm tliisqueftion pafled in the affirmative; while the
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member my advice, and follow it. Maintain the
laws and rights of your country, and, if ixjlFiblc, re-
ftore order to a nation almoft buried in confulion :
noralfociate with thofe who have betrayed it. Dif-
grace not your father; but, defpiling all dangcrsj

other faid, he was refolved not to ftir a ftep further till the fabbath
was pafled. “ God,” fnid he, ' who hath commanded us to teft on
the labbathi” is able to preferve me from danger in the very heart of
this woin.” accordingly there he pitched his tent”rid ftaid ;
while his companions purfued their way, and thereby violated the
fabluth.

e» Being not witliout ,i\iaticum »n3 a little furniture for the table,
he fpread a napkiii on the gi-ound, and fet out his fupper; which
having hallowed vtith the eultomary prayers and beneditlions, he
fell to with greatchearfolnefsand ap).>etite ; when a fierce and fright-
ful bear of monftrousfize prefented himfelf at the tree, and bchehl
him with fuch looks of cruelty and famine, that the bones of the
eoodjew rattled with horror. Butinan inftant recoverin”his pre-
lenceof mind, andftrengthening bis lieart with this reflection, that
God was able topreforve him, he threw to the bear a lumpof bread {
and the bear ate it and kept his ftation, without the leaft attempt to
plunder or molcft him. TTie Jew, obferving his vifltor to e ft>
well difpofed, took couragc, ami finiflied his fupper without farther
compliment; while the bear looked on, without an™ token of Jif-
content that he tafted no farther ofthe Jew’shofpitality.

“ Supper being over, the Jew betook himfelf to noflurnal prayer,
and after that, to fleep. The bear lav down bv him, and tiiejew
flept foundly j and all went well during the whole night, the Jew
not awaking till the morning; whsn hndine the favage crcatute
flretch’d at nis repofe hard by him, and confiooriiig how peaceably
things had been carried, anef thff manifeft tokens of friendfhipand
food humour on the fide of the bear, he lifted up his eyes to the
leavens in raptures of gratitude, and betook himfelf with a joyful
heart to the religious otHces of the morning, praifing God wirha
fervid bofom for fo amazing an inftance of liis love and proteflion.
Inaword, there he dined and fupped, and jierformed ail the religi-
out officesof theday; the bear attending him all the time ataguard,
and bejiaving as upon duty, wot once oftering him the leall ino-
leflation.

e The fabbath being over, the good Jew purfued his way ; while
the bear, who was not yet at the end of lin cominiflSpn, marrheJ
behind him, keeping him company all that night. Hcfore morning
thisbleffed Ifraclite was met by his two iHlow-travcllers, whoh?\iil
left him in the wood, and who this night had fallen into the liaiid*
of villains who had robbed thrtn of all tliey had. Asfoop at. the beat
I>cheld thefe violators of the fabbath, he flew upon them with all hit
fiercenefs, and tore them to pieces, to the ur-.it aftoniftiment -md
terror of tic good Jew, who now lhoofc.wltu apprt.h'iciiOT that th4
bear would next falj upon him. W hile lie wai in this frigiii', he was
accofted by the villains whohad robbed his.con™anions. They alkcd
him who he was, and from whence he came? Trufttngin Gud, and
not being alhamed of his nation or religion, herepliedi thathewasa
=ew, and that he came from court (he meant the fabbath, but they

elieved he meant the court of the fovereign of the country). They
then aflted him, how he came to lie attended by the bear ? for they
obfcrved the creature refficftcd him. 1”~c anfwcred, the king had
commanded that the bear (hould accompany him. Upon which, the
robbers whifpercJ tqgone another— This jew muft needs be a great
favourite of the king, fiiice his majcfty hath ~lven him this bear foX
company. 1/;tus, faidoneof them, give him all our money, and
fee him fafe out of the wood; it may be an obligation that will pre-
vent his giving Jiotice of us at court, and caufing us to b: appre-
hended.” This being agreed to, they loaded the Jew with a prcfent
of all their wealth ; and, ha»irt™ feen him fafe out of the wood,
they left hrro, a* did likewife the bear, who tiicn tetumed to hi*

home. Valtte ttflatiditt,
r;(k
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nflc your lives when your coumry demands them»
allured that a rcftoration to your former liberty -will
be the recoinpence that God will bcftow. It is true,
that our bodies are mortal; but great anions immor-
tallle our memories; and to fuch a8ions | would
nave you afpirc. | mofl earneftly advife you to con-
cord with each other, and to confiderho5sthe abilities
of each may bell promote the interelt of you all.
I"or iiiltance; Simon has a depth of judgment; let
him be your counfellor. Maccabaeus is diiriii

by his valour and inilitary (Kill; appoint him your
general. On the whole, attend to what you have in
view, and rely on the fupport of all men of honour
and virtue.” * N

This dying fpeech of Matthias to his fons being
Concluded, with his prayers that God would fucceed
their attempu to relieve dieir countrymen I'roin their
oppreflTions, he departed this life, andfwas interred at
Modim. He was buried in a decent.and honourable
manner; and foon after his interment, the admini*
ilration of affairs was placcd in the hands of his fon
Judas, otherwifc called MaccabaEus, in the one'hun-
dred and forty-fixth year from Scleucu.s the firft.
The brothers of Judas gave him fuch aid, that they
foon drove the enemy from the countrv, deltroyed
the principal delinquents, and cleared tne land from
all deiilements.

The fueceffion of Judas to the command of the
army being notified to Apollonius, governor of Sa-
maria, he advanced againil, him : but Judas met and
routed him, deftroying great numbers of his people
oYi the fppt, Killing Apollonius with his own hand,
and carrying off his lword. The fpoil taken in the
camp was very great.

Serf)ii, governor of Crelo-Syria, being informed of
this yittory, and that reinforcements were conltantly
coming to Judas, refolved to give him battle ; conh-
dering himfelf as bound to reduce thofe whom he
deemed rebels. Having joined a number of fAugitive
Jews with hisown people, he marched and encamped
at Bethoron, a village of Judaa. Judas prepared to
defend himfelf: but finding his foldiers difcouraged,
addreded them as follow”: “ Brother foldiers; de-
pend not on yourfelves, but on God for viftory: con-
fidence in him is fuperior to that in multitudes of
men. The hiftory of our anceftors confirms this
truth; who, with fmall numbers, have routed thou-
fands, in defence of their religion, freedom, laws, and
families. Truth muft prevail, and innocence fliall
remain unconquered.” Thus Coring, he led his peo-
ple to the ~ttle, in which they fouglu mod courage-
oufly, killing Seron on the Ipot, and defeating the
army of the AflTyrians, who feeing their general fall,
betook themfelvestofiight; eachman feeking his own
fafety. Judas nurfuecl them lo the plain, many ef-
raping toward tne fea-iide; but about eight hundred
were llain in the field.

CHAP. V.

LYSIAS commands the Army ofANTIOCHUS. JU-
DAS MACCABEUS defcati LYSIAS. JUDbAS

[Book XII.

prottids to JERUSALEM” and purifies the T e/ |
pic. The GALILEANS demand his AJjiJlance.

TAHESE repeated mi.sfortunes induced Antidchus
L to raife an extraordinary army of his own peo-
ple, joined with Greek forces, with which he pro-
pofed to invade Juda;a in the fpring ; but his natural
Dcnevolence, fiaperadded to the late troubles, had
caufed fuch a deficiency in the fupplies, that he
found the expence of war would be more than pro-
portioned to the revenue. Hereupon be relblved to
go firil to Periia, to eollea calh; and, during his
abfeuce, left the command of the country between
/Egypt and Euphrates, with the care of fome of hi»\\
troops and elepnants to Lyfias, a man of tried intei™'
grity; to whom he a fo committed the care of his fon
Antiochus- till he fhould return : and he determined
that when he had reduced Judaea, and fold the inha-
bitants for Haves, the whole coimtry fliould be dc-
flroyed. On ifl'uing thefe orders, he palTcd the Eu-
phrates, in the year one hundred and farty-feven.

In orderto execute this conuyiiflTion, Lyfias placed
Ptolemy, fbnofDorymenes, with GorgiasancINica-
nor, at the head of forty thoufand foot, and feven
thoufand horfe, commanding them to march into
Judasa. Having encamped on the plain of Emmaus,
they were joined by numbers of Syrians, and thole
of other countries, with vagabond Jews; likewife
merchants* and traders, who brought fetters to fe-
cure their prifoners. Judas was provided with an
army of force j but he bade them not truft in their
own flrength, but implore the protettion of heaven,
by wearing fackcloth, by falling and prayer. This
being done, he divided his people into regiments,
troops, and companies; having firll difmiflcd the
men lately married, and fuch as had made new pur-
chafes: Gorgias, with five thoufand foot, and a tnou-
fand horfe, condufted by fome apoflate Jews, intend-
ed to furprife Judas at night. Hereupon he thought
of counteracting the enemy, by attemntine to burn
the camp, when part of the troops haa left it. To
eff'eft. this, he oraered feveral fires to be made in his
own camp, and then marched in the night towards
Emmaus, where the enemy was encamped. In the
interim, Gorgias finding the Jews’ camjp deferted,
fuppofed he had little dfe to do than to difcover
and deftroy them. At day-break Judas, with three
thoufand men, arrived at the enemy's camp, and
found them well provided ; whereupon he told
them, 'that they might fafelv encage, even if un-
armed, for the Providence of God was their Special

teaion. Thus faying, he ordered the charge to
ounded, broke in on them, and put numbers of
them to the fword, purfuing thi-m to Gadara, while
the reft flew to the plains of Jamnia, Idumiea, and
Azotus. About three thoufand were flain; but Ju-
das would not permit his troops to touch the fpoil,
becaufe Gorgias was yet unconquered; but he faid,
when his troops w'cre conquered, they might feize
the booty. He had f'carce fpoke thefe words when
the foldiers of Gorgias, who were flationed on an
adjacent hill, faw their camp fmoaking, and their
3 friends
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friends dead, while the enemy were ftill able to renew
the at~ck, on which they dil'perfed in confufion.
The '“nftory being thus cafily obtained, Judas per-
niittea his people to pillage the field, in which tncy
found gold, (ilver, fcarlct and purple veltnients, and
other valuable booty, which they carried oH in tri-
umph, finging and praifingGod for the vifclorv.

This defeat fo mortified Lyfias, that in the follow-
ing year he entered Judara Cith an army of fixty
thoufand foot, and five thoufand horfe, and encamped
atBethfura. Judas, undifmaycd by fuch numbers,
advanced with only ten thoufand men, and having
olfered up a fliort prayer for fuccefs, attacked the
;Aiemy, forced their lines, ajid killed five hundred
N the fpot. The army of Lyfias was fo llruck with
this fhock, that they determined to conquer or die:
but the commandcr, marking this effort of dcfpair,
withdrew them to Antioch, where he obtained rein-
forceincnts, in hopes of greater l'uccefs on a future
occalion.

Animated by thefe fuccdfes, Judas encouraged
the Jews to rely on the contiimed protettion of God,
and to march to Jerufalem, there to offer facrifices,
and cleanfe the temple. Arriving there, they found
the gates burnt, the temple abandoned, and weeds
overfpreading the courts; fo that thev wept at the
deplorable fituation of the place. Juaas ordered hi«
people to attack the citadel, while he took care of
the cleanfing of the temple; which he furnifhed with
utcnfils, veliels, a candlelticjc, a table, and an altar
ofincenfe, all of pure gold. He likcwife fupplied
inew doors, and put up veils and hangings on the

5walU. The altar, which had been profaned by facri-
Ificesand burnt-offerings to idols, was alfo removed ;
Sand a new one, of unhewn ftone (agrtteable to the.
direcUons of Mofes), placed in its Uead. Lighted
wer« placed in the candlellick, incenfe offered
)n the altar, Ihew-bread placed on the table, and
Jurnt-offerings made, on the 25th of the month
Cadeu, iuft three years after the temple had been
profaned by Antiochus: and this ceremony of the
Jurification was repeated on the fame day, in thqone
mndred and forty-eighth year of the Olympiad,
agreeable to a prediction of the prophet Daniel.

Judas continued thisfellival eight days, with facri-
scos, rejoicing, jyid fealUng, while tlfe air rcfoundcd

mh notes of thankl'givine and praife, and the pe”™lc
were indulged in all reafonabl'i gratifications. The
public joy was fo great on this reiloration of religion
and law, that an anniverfary, of eight days celebra-
tioii, was appointed to be Tie'dfor ever, and which is
till called the “ Keafl of Lights;” which, I prefume,
alludes to that light which Heaven on this occafion
peculiarly granted. In the interim, Judas cauled
he walls of the city to be repaired, and fortified with
iowcrs-; he alfo (laiioned a garrifon at liethfura, and
mffedually fortified the place.

7 he increafing power of the Jews inftigated the
neighbouring nations to do them every poflible in-
jury; and many of them they dellroyed by artifice,
“hilf Judas dia his utmoit to defeat their inachinati*
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ons. At this period he attacked Acrabatan, where
he got great booty, after deftroying the Edomites, and
blocking up the ions of Baan (their commander} in
fortified place.5, where they lay to attack the Jews;
but thefe places were taken', and laid in aflies, thofe
who protetled them being dcftroyed. When Judas
had routed thefe people, he attacked the Ammo-
mnites, commanded by Timotheus; conquered them,
took the city of Jazar, fet it on fire, made captives of
the wives «ind children, and returned in triumph. As
foon as he wSs gone, the people afTembled at Galaad,
and attempted to furprife the Jews in that diftriSl;
who taking refuge in the ioicrefs of Dametha, in-
formed Judas that TimTitheus<ncant to attack them,
and begged his aflifiance. At this inllant meffen-
gers from Gahlee brought complaint to Judas, that
a confpiracy wasfonned againft them by the inhabit-
ants of Ptoleinais, Tyre, and Sidon.

CHAP. VI

GAULEE relieved by SIMON, Brother of JUDAS.
A ViBory obtained over the AMMONITES hy
JUDAS and JONATHAN. JUDAS tjan®
jports the JEWS near GALAAD into JUDMA.
JUDAS takes EPHRON by AJjault, and puts all
the Men tofhe Sword. GQRGIAS defeats JOSEPH
and AZARIAS.

IM O N, the brother of Judas, was now fent, wiih

three hundred feleft men, 10 affifl the Jews at
Galilee, while himfelf and Jonathan, his other bro-
ther, marched with eight thouland, to Galaad { the
reft of*the army being left to the care of Jofeph and
Azarias, with orders not to tight till he came back
again. When Simon arrived at (Jalilee he attacked
th~nemy, and deftroyed three thoufand, purfuing
thOT to the gates of I'toiemais. Having Itripped the
‘vanguifhed, they redeeiTK-tl the prifoners with the
fpoHs, and returned to Jerufalem with them,

Judas and his brother Jonathan’ having marched
three day;i into the wildernefs beyond Jordan, the
Nabathites received them amicably, and un'brmcd
them of the diftrefs of their countrymen confined
hi Galaad, advifingthem to haften to relieve them,
by the way of the defert; During this expedition
they reduced the town of Barala, burnt it, and put
to the fword all who were capable of bearing arms.
Night now advanced; but Judas proceeded to a
caltle, in which he had learnt fome Jews were be-
fieged. Arriving there early in the morning, he
found the enemy prepared to fcale the place; on
which he feparatea his troops into three divifions,
and exhorted them to be valiant, in aid of iheir
count“men; whereupon, on the fccond trumpet
founding, the enemy was attacked in the rear*
Timotheus finding that Judas was the commandcr,
his men precipitately fled, being purfued by the
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Jews, who killed eight thoufand of them. During
the purfuii Judas took the city of Mailam, which
was dettro”ed by fife. aU the male inhabiuntii being
put xo death. TINis fate likcwife attended C~fpHan,
Bofor, and XJthcr pJac«, of which conqueft was
iTiade. ]

TiinotheuS;_affe«ii>lii)g a large «rray, aided by a
band of Arabian” aiid other forcci» paUcd th* river,,
and encam p nciir Raphttti, where be animated his
troops tf> behave courageouUy, and prercnt tiic
Jews paHiac that river, @ wWcK h e ( b e ifTue
of the war Upended. Jdziiit« finding th~ncjtheits
WAs prepared for battle,.MIltd the river, attacked
and routed himi his ;rekin2 tlieir iifcty in
flight. Sonjje in them rej” e o |'naacjnf)icst>fCar-
naim, in hcipp ~ protefction :: iHit d”~ro]ltd

the town, iputathp inhabitairts id wc' fword, and
caufed the tcmnic tobc burnt.. , >
He now colkcted the llraeliics Cblaad, and

carried thciu into Jiidxu, VAvii tlirir'jpyt~rn anil
cfTcfts. As the city of Ephron was m/OTj direft
road, he alked forpcrmiflion u~pafs j~*rou”™ U; but
this being denied, he j)repared liis troops to attack
it; and conquered it i« one day and night, putting,
all the men to the fword, rcducintthe placc to afhes,
and marching his army, over the g”~dies of the dead.
Having mflcd the river |prdaii, he p:ocfecded
through tlie plain of Bcthfan Juda:a, the
oifcring facTiHcts, and fingint fongs and hyntiii of
joy, in gratitude for their-fefctyjjdt pot a fingle
jew was'ioft in all this expedition.

Simon having marched into Galilee againft t>ie
people of Ptoleniais; Judas and his brother Jonathan
beiag gdne apinft thofe of Galaad; Jokph and.
Azafias, who had been leftas.a guard in luda?a, iri
the abience of Simon, thought it clilgraceful not to
dillinguiflj themfelvesj they therefore proceeded to
Jamnia, where Gorgias, the governor, cncountercd
them, killfid two thoufand ofiiiem, ana purlucdtbeir
(battered forrccsto the conEncs of Judsn. This gnf-
iortune befell them, in confequcnce of dtfobejPhg
their commander, whoCs orders were *not to nght
till he came back again*”

In the rnterun, Judaa carried on a vigorous war
apinft thc Eoomitcs; for, befides the dcfljruESon pft
Hebron, (hej™ dcinolifhea Marina, and:~"~ndered
Axotlis, retuiifting to }enifalem in all tlic pridfcof
conqucft. ~

At this time Antiochu% pitM;ee3?ng through hw
higher proviuces, wa% ialt>rmcd of mriih oty in
Perfia, rtilmcd;f.lymaisifimiduch was * griUidlcmple
dedicated, to Diana, containing fiimptuoiis ~fcnts
of all kinds, and, among the reft, ihfc fluelds and
breaft-platcs of Alexa.nuicc» |i)n .pf kijiM o™
Macedon* This information lo fti'tick Antiocnus,
that he procctsdcd with hisarmy toad'ault thepUc®),
but the inhaljit*nts refiftcd bravely, drove him qgp,
and purfued his forces even to Babylon, dettcoying
numbers of them in th'c purfbit. \Vhilc ht; was ia™
menting this defeat, news arrived that his other
troops, who had been deftined to attack the Jews,
were difcomfited, and that the ftrength of thofc peo-
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pie increafed daily. Oppreffed with thefe repealed
misfortunes, he fell fick; and finding himfelf near
death, fumnioned his friends ta attend him, atid told
them the caufc of his diforder. “ My puniftiment
(faidhcHs bnt juft, for profanhig the temple of the
Jew*, and defpifing the God hfheavenatid having
faid thefe vncyrds, he departed this life. | am atto-
liift~rdat P«l|gbivtt,(9tljerwifc a writer of credit) who
afcribes thisjudgment on AntitKhus, to his dcfigu
'of rilling fbc temple of Diana; whereas his facri-
on the tempfc ufjcnifalem was afchially com-
nutted; and the imputation of his calamities and
deith to that ad, would havcf been therefore more
eTcafonable and juft. fn

CHAP. VII.
ANTIOCHUS EVPjITOR, Son and Succrjor of
ANTJOCIIUS KPIFHAHES, t$proclamrd King
LYSIAS. JERUSALB.M hefirgcdh JUDAS.
ANTIOCHUS lays' Sirge fv BETJtS"RA. The
Death of ELEAZAR. JUDAS returns to the
Sit"e of JERUSALEM. The Temple U bravely
defended*

HEN Antioch'iis found his death was approach-
W ing, he fent for a confidential friend named
Philip, to whom he committed the crown, royal
robes, and fignet, in truft for his lon Antioehus, then
under age, adjuring him to fuperintend the educa-
tion of hisjon, and fecure the crown till hQ”~fhould be
~t to govern. The event of his deaih, which liappen-
ed in the year one hundred and forty-nin™ was no
fwner announced, than Lyfias pnoclaimea his fon
king, by the name of Eupator.

In the mean time, the Macedonians, jeri\enke.
who, with fome revolted Jjews, were fta- Snd »
jyoned in Jerufalem, falhed out to pre-.
vt'ntjhe Jews worlhipping in the temple, which was

e:iii)y done, as it was commanded by thec”le. Here-
upon Judas ordered machines and ba(ttering-engin«s
to prepared, to aflault the place; but while this
wa*ii()ing, fundry perfons dcfcrt«d to Antiochusv
and reprefented their unhappy fituation, in obeyinj®
his commands, by which they were likely to becotne'-
caiptives.Uo Judas. On this, the young prince or-

II*dered his troops to be coHefted, atid difciplined,
i|*in»djJiaj:.~CM(Jevies fhould be raifcd, which foon pro-

duced an.“myo£. twtnty thoufand horTe, one hun-
dred thoufand foot, and thirty-two elephants. Thus
prgvided, he marchedirom Antioch to Idumaea, and
th”*ncc: to Bethfura, a placis fortified by artand nature.
This place he afl'aulted in vain; fur al) his efforts
were fruffated. In the ioterim hearing of

Jt his apjmwrh, raifed the firge, marchcA to meet him,

and pitthed his tents about thirtyitirlhngs from him,
in the ftreighLs of Bethzachariah. Antiochus leaving
the Bethzarites, encamped near Judas, dircfcling his
army lo march and arrantje thcrai‘clvcs ia order by
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day-light; but the narrownefs of the placc obliged
them to go in defiles, one elephant preced-ing atliou-
iiiTid t'’X)t and five hundred horfc; the elephants hav-
ing on their backs caftles filled with archers; while
the other troops afcended the hills, under the costi-
niand ot oihcers of experienced valour. They
made the attack from this height with the louden
accbmations, fb that the vallinjs rjff-echoed with the
nolle; but Judas received them undauntedly, and
v.i«t e killed fix hundred on the fidt attack. Dur-
~of Eh. ing the engagement, Eleazar, brother of
' Judas, oblt'fving an elephant more gaily
caparifoned than the reft, and preliiming that the
knig rode this beaft, fo*ced hiinfclf tjirough the
Naards, killed fevcral of his opponents, got under
the elephant’s belly, and wounded him mortally;
but was himfeifcrufhed to death by the weight of tne
beaft in filing.
Afiticdm At length Judas, finding the number
tves Bthr of the cncmy too great for him, returned
" to the fiege of Jerafalcm” while part of the
army of Antiochus went to the fame placc, and the
rcfl to Bethfura. The number of tro”js, fuperad-
dcd to the want of provifions, fo difcouraged the
people of Bethfura, that they agreed to deliver up
the placc, on condition that no violence fhould be
offered to them. As far as preferving theii lives,
A.ntiochus kept his engagement, but drove the inha-
bitants naked from the town, and placed his own
people in their fiead. The temple, however, was
obllinately defended, every attack of*the enemy be-
ing counter-worked ; but the people were diftreffed
for want of bread; for this happening when the
ftores of the laff year were eaten, and in the feventh
year, when the Jews, bv their laws, could neither
plow nor low, many of them abandoned the place
in want of provifions; fo that very few were left to
defend it.
He retire. At this timc the king, and Lyfias his ge-
framirefdc ncral, received information that the ~o-
dfjcruiem vemment was ufug#d by Philip, who was
marching out of Perfia towards them, at the he,ad of
his army : on which they refolved to abandon the
fiege, and attack him ; but to keep their intention fo
fecret, that neither officers nor fi)ldiers fhould jud”™
of their defign. To effefcl which, *the king bade
jLyfias reprelent to them the flrength of the place,
and how tedious a bufinefs it would be to take it: that
corn grew fcarce; that the king was wanted in ano-
ther place; and the befl ,way would be to yield the
people the ufe of their religion and laws, which be-
ing all they contended for, ihe king might depart at
his pleafure. This propofal was highly acceptable to
the army.
; Theuirpte

fclivertd ap
; 10 Aiuiochui,

This plan be'ng laid, Antiochus fent a
meffenger to offer peace to the befieged,
with full liberty of confcience and the en-

"m'r,t joyment of their rights, which he bound
'lmjw Wi himfeif bv oath to proteft; on which they
TLOniu  geljvered up the lemple : but he immedi-

>'0 ke fliin.

ately, contrary to his engagements”™ le-
velled the walls with the ground, ana carried the
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high-prieft Onias fotherwife Menejaus} with him to
Antioch, This was done in confequence of the ad-
vice of Lyfias, who faid that Onias mufl be deftroyed
if ever he wilhed to live at eafe, or fee the Jews in
peaceable fiibjctlion, for he had inftigated his fa-
ther to compej thi-m to a religion contrary to their
opinion. Hereupon Onias was fent to Berrlicea in
Syria, where he wax flain, by the Kking's order, after
being high-prieft ten years. Onias was a had man,
who, to fifcure himfeif in powep”™ nad caiifcd the
Jews to depart from their laws”~nd worfhip. Alci-
mus, othcrwife called Jacimu”was his fucceffor.

Philip having now ~“imertrhe government, Anti-
ochus marched againff, congfteretl, made him pri-
foner, and ordered his being put to death. The
king having given the priefthood to Alcimu.s who
was not of tle facerdotal line, the young fon of
Onias departed to Ptolemy, kingof~gyp” and was
received favourably by him and his queen Cleopatra,
who pve him a port iu Heliopolis, where he built a
temple, modellea after that at Jerufalem.

CHAP. VIII.

TRIPOLIS feizrd by DEMETRIUS. ANTIO.
ClIUS and LYSI/IS pvt to Death. JUDAS con™
plained of to DEMETRIUS, by ALCIMUS. An
Army ferU againji JUDAS, and the Priejlkood frttUd
on ALCIMUS. He puts the Friendi of JUDAS
to Death, and then Jiiti for Support to DEME-"
TRIUS.

b o u t this time, Dcmetfius, the fon . .iu=

ofScleucus, having fled from Rome, fiim on Tri-
leized* Tripolis, in Syria, afliimed the Ly !'m'wn(
cniwn, and invaded the country, the peo- uJ (Ub A®
ple of which readily fubmittcd, and deli- tiechiu and
vered to him Antiochus and Lyfias as (i
prifoners, whom he ordered to inflant
death. In the train of Demetrius were great numbers
of~rofligate Jews, who had been banifhed for various
ofiences. 'I'nefe were headed Ly Alcimus, the high-
priefl; tbey bitterly inveighed againf®™ the Jews iu
general, out particularly againft Judas and his bre-
thren, whom they accufed of deftroying numbers of
the king’s friends, and driving the complainants out
of the country: tTicy therefore defired Demetrius to
fend fome perfon tojuda'a, to witnefs what devaftation
Judas had Deen guilty of.

Hereupon Demetrius joined Bacchides,
governor of Mefopotamia, in a commiffion
with Alcimus, and difpatched them with
an army, to at&ck Judas a«d his adhe-
rents. Bacchides marched from Antioch to Juom,
where he invited Judas to treat on terms of fnend-
fhip: but his dcfign was only to enfnare him. Judas
refle£ling that with fuch an army he could ncH come
as a friend, flood on his guardj and gave no credit to
his profeffions; but fome of his people went over to
the oppolite party, prefuming that their countryman,

Alcimus,

BiccVik, m.

fi trcR ind ill-

Je*«.
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Alcinius, would tiot injure them ; efpeciall)®, as a fo-
jemn oath was fworn that they lhould be i'afc : but,
in violation of this oath, Bacchides cauf'ed (ixty of
them to be immediately (lain; which perfidious att
prevented any more from appmaching him. This
being done, iiacchides went to Bethfiyn, where he
caufcd feveral defertcrs and other difaHefted people
to fiain ; and leaving part of his army to proted
the province, he returnen to Demetrius at Antioch,
having firft ifliftd orders that Alcimus fliould be
0.beyed in his abfeni.;"*. *

Aicimu. i«i. During ~ s period, the views of Aid-
micai »nd mus wcrc directed to lecure himlolf in the
cuel o the  Officc of high-priclf; to etFetl which, he

Skt endeavoured to ingratiate himfclf with the
people by fair words and obliging behaviour; by
which he foon doubled the number of forces that had
been left with him; but they confided chiefly of re-
negades, deltroying fuch Jews as were frienas to Ju-
das, wherever they met them. Judas relletling on
this condutt of a let of abandoned wrctches, had re-
courfe to the laws of retaliation againll Alcimus,
who finNinpj himfelf unequal to the conteft, retired
lialiily to Ucmetrius, at Antioch, whom he irritated
apinlt Judas, fetting forth the great mifchiefhe h”d
already done, find tne farther-danger to be appi'e-
hendcd from him, unlcfs an army v.as lent to cneck
his proceedings.-

CHAP IX

NICANOR frnt with an Army againfl JUDAS, and
endeavours by Treachery to invr'iglc him. N/CAr
NOR's Army conquered by JUDAS, and hijiifclf
Jlain. ALCIMUS diesfuddenly. The Peopla chvje
JUDAS for his Siicce/Jor., JUDAS forms an
Alliance with the ROMANS.

Nionor com-

JPKMETR IU§‘ iuneafy at the ,growin

E%‘?c':llknejilﬂ\/l - - power ot judas, and fearful o
Jdiadeftroy  confequenccs, gave the command of a
hii forces. large army to Nicanor, whom he commif-

fioned to attack Judas, and afford no quarter to his
troops. Nicanor proceeded on this commiflibn ; but
confjdering that his opponent might poflibly be ruin-
ed by tiie arts of treachery, he font for Judas, to
whom he faid. “ Wherefore fliould we rifk all on the
u;iccrtaia chance of war, when we may better adjuil
matters by negociation ? | pledge my nioft folemn
oath for your Tecurity. Peace alone is my objc6t;
vdiich you may imagine by the number of friends I
have brouj”™t with me, to teftify our mailer’'s good-
will and atFeftion to all the JewifH race.” This
fpeech had fuch an effeS,that Nicanor ajid his friend*
were received with franknefs; on which Nicanor
gave a hint to fcize Judas: but the latter had the
Hii irexdery  happincfs to difcovcer the plot, and rc>
ittxati. treated 111 time to his own pco])lc. This
deteftion of treachery jiuf an end to all thought of
treaty, and a battle was fought near Capharfalama, in
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which Judas was routed, and retired to the caftle of
Jerufalem for refuse.

Nicanor happening to pafs near the temple, a num-
ber of priefls and elders met him, and fhewed him the
facrifices they were going to' offer for the happinefs
of Demetrius. On this, Nicanor profanely fwore,
that if Judas was not delivered up to him, he would
foon return, deftroy ~le temple, and leave it in utter
ruin. The priefls, in great dejetlion, prayed that
Cod would protptl his temple and his minifters from
the fury of the foe. Nicanor now left Jerufalem and
encamped at Bethoron, where a great force from
Syriajoined him. In the interim Judas pitched his
tents at Adafi, about thirtyfcfurlongs from the enemy,
having only a thoufand men ander his command.
He encouraged his troops by faying, that though the
number of the enemy was great, they ,fought in the
caufe of God, whofe power could cnifh multitudes;
andadvifcd them rather to think on their own valour,
than thr numbers they were to encounter. n,icnnf
* Attack them courage6ufly ffaid hejand killed>»nchi»
leave the reft to heaven.” A-battle enliied,
at firft vigorous on both fides; but Nicauor (after per-
forming wonders of valour) being killed, and many
of his forces, his people threw away their arms, and
fled with the utmofl precipitation. In the interim
Judas purfued the fugidves, to whom he gave no
quarter; proclaiming his vitlory by found of trum-
pet in .all the cities and towns he pafled through.
This brought together the country people, who at-
tacked the fugitives with fuch fury, that not a man
efcaped of the whole army, which had confifted of
nine thoufand. This happened on the thirteenth of
the month Adar, in the memory of which we to this
day celebrate an annual thanKfgiving. After this
vidory, the Jews had fome refime from war, and
ho])e of future peace; but this was of lhori conti-
nuance.

The high-prieft, Alcimus, now gave or- DeathofAlcU

der.ffor pulling down the old wall of the [Jui"ohe"
lantUiary, and dem#(ifhing the whole s fucceeded
works of the ancient prophets: but had by iudax.

no fboner fpoken than he dropped down fpeechlcfs
to the ground, languifbed awhile, and then died, after
having been high-priefl four years. On his death,
the people unantiuoufly chofe Judas to fucceed him.
The new high-priefl was difpofed to enter into a,
league with tiic Romans, from their fame in conque.*--
ing the Gauls, Spaniards, Carthaginians, 8ic. Here-
upon he difpatcned his friends, Eupoleinus thefon of
John, and Jafbn the fon of kleazar, as embafladors
to Rome, requeuing that they might be received as
allies, and that Demetrius nught be applied to, not
to trouble the Jews any farther. This propofal
proved agreeable to the fenate, who con-
lented to the”™ league, caufed this confent iinnce with
to be engraved on tables of brafs, depo- thRomim
lited the original in the capitol, and lent a copy of it
to Jerufalem. The purport of the articles was, ‘* That
no people fubjefcl to the Romans fhould hereafter
make, war on the Jews, or fupply their enemies with
moncj-, fhipping, corn, &c. and that tlie Jews lhould
be
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be held to the fame terms, in cafe the Romans fhoiild
be attacked. 1 hat if the Jews demanded any future
riteration 01 Uieir agreement, the conlent of the whole
people lhould be necelfary to ratify it.” Eupolemus
the ion ot John, Jalon fon of Eleazar, Judas the high-
pnelt, and bimon his brother, conmiander of the

refolution of the fenate. This is
the hrit allunce which the Jews and the Romans made.

C HAP . X.

DEMETRIUS finds BACCHIDES into JUDEA,
mnthan Army. JU D A S encounters him zoitnonly eight
hundred Men. The Magnanimity oj JUDAI.

Bacchite
fcot iaia Ju-
<lca with aa
armjr.

em etrius hearing of the death of
D Nicanor, and the defeat of the army,
difpatched Bacchidcs again into Judea,
with frelh troops™ This general encamp-
ed at Arbela, atown of Galilee, where he forced ma-
ny Jews from the caves to which they had retreated,
llcnce he repaired to Jerufalem, where he learnt that
Judas and his aflbciates were at Bethfeth, to which
place he marched with tw'enty-two thoufand foot,
and two thoulaiid horfe; while Judas had only a
thoufand men, two hundred of whom deferted him.
Thus diftreflcd for men, and having tjo opportunity
of recruiting his forces, yet Judas refolvedto hazard
a battle, anid crKoura”ed his people to ftand by him
in all extremities. 1 hf;y reprelented to him how
vain an attempt it would be, to engage againft fuch
fuperior riumbers; and advifed him rather to retreat
with caution, and recruit his forces. To this Judas
replied, “ It fliall never be faid of me that I turn my
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back to an enemy. Jf it be the will of God that we
now fall, let his will be done; but let us not, by an
ignominious death, dellroy all the credit of a life of
glory.” His foldiers were fo animated by this fpcech
that they refolvcd to abide the contelt.

'flic army of Bacchidcs was difpofed in
the following manner. The front was
compofed of light armed men and archers,
lupportcd by a body of Macedonians,
while there were two wings of horfe, the
right wing ‘being commanded”™y Bac-
chide§8. In this difpohtion the/«idvanced towards the
enemy, founded a chargcv”~ve a loud (hout, and
began the attack. force™s of Judas fuilained the
Ilhock bravely. The batile continued from morning
till near fun-fct, when Judas feeing Bacchidcs with
his right wing gelling harden his men, relieved them
with a band of courageous youths, who broke their
line, and purlued them as far as Aza. The left wing
of the enemy now purfued Judas fo clofely, that, fee-
ing no chance ofeicape, he and his adherents deter-
mined to fell their livcsdcarly, and fought their ene-
mies till they were overcome through mere fatigue.
Judas being killed in the battle, his troops fled; but
his brothers, Simon and Jonathan, having prevailed
on the enemy to give them his body, carried it to
Modim, where it was interred with great pomp, in the
family lepulchre, and a public mourning of i'everal
days appointed in honour of his memory. Thus died
Judas Maccabxus, a brave and benevolent man, who
forgot not the nijunftion of his father Matthias, who
commanded him to dccline no danger in defence of
his countrymen; in compliance with which injunc”®
tion, he obtained great nonour while he was three
years high-prielt; and by relieving his friends from
the hands of the Macedonians.

BatUtbclwcfa

chtdci, in
wliich rii« for.
mer noblydi**
In dcltnci of
hii country.

X111,

N Containing the HISTORY of the JEWISH TRANSACTIONS, from the YEAR of
.the WORLD 3804,10*3898.

N

CHAP. l.

JUDAS fucceeded by JONATHAN, who, with SI-
MON, retires to the Wildtrnefs, and they are furjuxi
by BACCHIDES. JOHN and his Companions de-

Jiroyed by the Sasmof AMARAIUS. JONATHAN
a/auled by BACCHIDES on the Sabbath. JONA.
THAN dNjlris Two ThotiJuTtd o f the Enemy, and re-
treats. BACCHIDES Jortifies the Citadtl of JE -
RUSALEM, and other Places. Revenge takenfor
the Death of JOHN. BACCHIDES fiUs to Death

No. 11.

Fifty Jeruifh Deferters. JONATHAN and SI~

MONfortxfyjikemfelves in BETHALAGA.

Miiiuorthe
N

M MEDIATELY after the death of
Judas, the apoflate Jevj refumed

their ancient enmity, and periecuted their ho-
nefl countrymen with more mafice than before. A
general famine now fpread over the land; fo that
tnrough diflrefs for bread on one band, and the dif-
ficuUy of defending thcmfclves againtt their enemies
« 3 H on
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on the other, many of the Jews wei*c in a manjier
compelled to arlhere to the fafcVion of the Macedo-
llians. Bacchides now entruftcd a princinai (hare
of the governmejH to the apoltate Jews, who fei/.cd
the former friends of Jndas, and delivered them to
Bacchides,'who tortured” tlicin to death. The Jews
were never fo deplorably niilerable fiiice the liaby-
lonifli captivity, as at this period: fo that the late
adherents of Judas entreated Jonathan to follow his
brother’s example” in rilking his life for th« liberties
of his country; and i?efought him to alfiAne tlic com-
mand, for without a leMer they muft be all loft. Jo-
nathan replied, tliat he ready to do or fuffer any
tiling for tI>e public welfare; tJfTwhich he was ele”ed
general, by common confcnt.

Bacchides hearing of this elc6lion, and
confidering that Jonathan was not lefs
likely to give trouble to the Macedonians
than his brother Judas, concerted how he
might dettroy him ; but himfelf and his
brother Simoji having intelligence of fuch a defign,
collettcd whut force lie coula, withdrew to a neigh-
bouring defen, and pitched their tents near the
ptKil of Afphar. Bacchides confidering this retreat
as a flight, marched his army after them, and en-
Joi.r, camped beyond Jordan. Jonathan being
<f lomdmr, informed hereof, lent his brother John to
iUm br the Arabian Nabathites, rcquefling per-

niiffion to leave his baggage with them,
till he had fought Bacchide*.; but the "f Ama-
rrcus having notice of this embafly, fallied from Mc-
daba, took the baggage and carriages, and killed John
and all his people; but this outrage was afterwards
properly revenged.

Intelligence being given to Bacchides
where Jonathan was encamped, he fixed
on the ikbbath to attack him, prefilming
that his peop'e would not light on that
day; but Jonathan reprefenting that, as
the enemy was before, and the river behind, they had
no chance of efcape without fighting, they appealed
fo heavrn for the fuccefsof their caufe, and inuantly
attacked the enemy, of whom they killed great num-
bers. In the inJerim, Bacchides afl'ailed Jonathan,
and made a furious llroke at him, which he,parried,
and retreated with his people to the other fide of the
mriver, whither the enemy durft not follow them.
Bacchides, having loft near two thoufand men, re-
tired to Jerufalem, wirich he fortified in the ftrongefl
manner, and kept in k as hoflages the fons of the

incipal men of the country. He likewife fortified
.lricho,£mmaus, Bethorbn, Bethel,Thamnatha, Pha-
Faihoii, Techoa, aodGazara*, which places were fup-
plicd with garriloBs, ready to make excurfions on the
Jtws.

ami About this time, Jonathan and Simon
received intelligence of a pompous wed-

fooachnti fuc-
cceding hit

brottier Judai»
Bacchiies tiy«
Ingres forliim.

Jon4 hsn at-
ilt Iced by
1) ecliidci,
wliom he re-

Alman (all up-

§;stfj<§,g;tmeg ding to I>e celebrated between one of the
iehriling* fons of Amar~us, and the daughter of an
wrdding. Arabian of diftintlion. The wedding was

to be arttrmlcd by the fons of Amaraeus, and the bride
io be efcurted from tiie city of Gabiitha, iu great

[Book XItf.

fplendor. This opportunity Y'as feiv.cd to revenge
the death of John; and the brothers, having platxd
an ambufh in the mountains, hurried towards Mad&>-'
ba, toattack the people who were to attend the wed-
ding. The bride and bridegroom, with four hundred
friends, including wives and children, making their
appearance, the party rufhed out, deflroyed them
all, and carricd off the whole booty; after which
they retreated to their'Tormer flation.
Bacchides, having left garrifons in Ju-

The ipo<I»tes

daea, returned home, and tl>e Jews remain- folirit lleme-
- . . triui, that Jo-

ed in fome fb;t of peace for two years; a ,.miin and
circumftance that gave great difturbance hnis party nay
be tak » of.

to the aix>ftates, who folicited Dometritis
to deftroy Jonathan and his people, which they faid
might be cfl'cfted by l'urprife in a iingle night. This
propofition being acceded to bv the king, he fent
Bacchides on this bufinefs into jfudtea, who, on his
arrival, difpatched letters to the king’'s officers and
friends in the country, to aflift in making Jonathan
captive. Hereujpon thcly contrived how they might
~ct him into their hands; but Jonathan having beerr
forewarned, afcted cautioufly, fo that feveral repeated
trials failed; which Ibexafperated Bacchides, that he
attributed the ill fuccefs of the undertaking to the
treachery of the apoltate jews, who, he faid, trifled
with the royal orders; and he put fifty of their prin-
cipal men to death, in the firft tranfports of his rage.
At length Jonathan and his brother, finding Bac-
chides too powerful for them, retired into the wil-
dernefs, and raifigd walls round the village of Betha-
laga, to ferve them for a retreat on an emergency.
Bacchides being informed hereof, march- \sdhickd \t-
ed towards them with all his forces, and _Jon»*
being joined by a body of jews, began the HE"QW
attack of Betbalaga, which he continued fiiagem ae,
for feveral days; during which it was obfti- Katshis ddigii
nately.defenaed. Matters being thus fituated, Jona-
than, having committed the defence of the place to
his brother Simon,-colletted a number of forces in the
neighbourhoodj and marching privately in the night,
attached Bacchides in his encampment, killing great
numbers of his people, Simon Toon difcovcred that
this havock was made by his brodier; on which he
fallied forth, burnt the enemy’s works, deflmyed
many of their forces, and returned to his intrench-
inents. This double attack, ajid the failure of an
attempt in which he thought himfelf fure of fucceed-
ing, almoft diftra€led Bacchides; but he laid all the
blame on the apoltate Jews,~who advifed the king in
this bufinefs. His onlv concern now was how to draw
off his army without difgracc either to himfelf or his
fovercign.

CHAP. .

A League betwixt JONATHAN and BACCHIDES,
the latter of xuhom ~uits JUD.£EA. JONATHAN
Jixa on MACHMAS as the Place of kii Rtjidence.

BACCHIDES
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ad T) ACCHIDES wasnow deliheratinghiow
mﬁ)&* A J t<»ad; when Jonathan having received
pece an intiniation of what wa.i padinf® in his
’ mind, dirixitched a mcHcngcr to him, with
propofals for a league of nmtual fricndfliip, on con-
dition of the exchange of prifoncrs. Bacchides faw
in this prupoial Ib fair an opportunitjr ff his aLiandun-
ing the liege without dil'gracc, that he immediately
accedcd thereto: on which the nrilbners were ex-
changed on both fides, and the refpcttive command-
ers Ixmnd themi‘clves by a Iblemn oath that no farther
hoftilitics (hould l)c committed. This agreement
being ratified, liacchides returned to Antioch to
the king, and never again entered Juda;a with his
army. This frate of jKace and fafety was very ac-
ceptable to Jonathan, who retreated to Machmas,
where he employed his time in the diltrihution of law
and juflice, and the other cares of government. He
was zealous in afTcrting the laws, and clearnig the
country of falfc brethren, and falfe worfhip.
Alexander, thd fon of Antiochus Epi-

Alrxander

fciii. I''oie.  phancs, aided by a confederacy of the iol-

ti'ers in garrifun at Ptolemais in Syria,
Mmyde«  toolc pofleflion of that place, in the year
iicainithim  one hundred and fixty. This confederacy

aroic from an averfion the foldiers had to Deme-
trius, whole pride and indolence were fuch, that be
immured himfelf in one of his fortified calfles near
Antioch, where he was exchidedfrom all vilitors,and
fpent his time in the molt indolent manner, w'holly
negletting the cares of the government, a circum-
Itance that produced him many enemies ¢ but on this
news of Alexander having taken poircflion of Ptole-
mais, he aflembled his army, and marched to give
him battle.
Alliance b«- occafion abovc-mentioncd, l)e-
twetn Demt. Mctrius difpatchcd nielfengers with let-
inindjo- ters to Jonathan, proix)fing a firm al-
/= liance between them. This was done to
prevent Alexander being firll in a propofal of the
Kind, in rclentment of the infults and mjuries he had
formerly fuftained. Thefe lettersintimated t™atjo-
nathan lhould raife men, provide arms, and fet at
liberty thofc hoflages who had been committed pri-
foiiers to the caHle ny Hacchides. On receipt of the
difpatchcs Jonathan repaired to Jerfifalcm, where he
Jead them publicly to the foldiers and the people.
The fugitives and profligates in the citadel were nir-
d at this fudden return of Jonathan to favour:

he proceeded to mal™e his levies, and gave liberty

to the hoftares, vith orders for them to return in

sonathan K- ufcty to their friends. Jonathan now
i*irtind for- took Up his refidcncc at Jerulalem, whtrh
jeruQ-  he altered, repaired and fortified, eroding

i for its defence ttrong walls, compoled oT
ftones of a prodigious lizp. On this alteration of Je-
rufalem, thofe Macedonian* who had been Ibtioncd
in different garrifons throijigh the country, retired to
Antioch; while the Jewilh deferters, and others, who
vcre at Bethfura, and in the tower of Jernfalcrn, re-
niaincd in their prefient fitiiation, not thinking it fiifb
for them to retreat.
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The charafter of Jonathan, his valour
and couiagcous adions agiiinll the Mace-
donians, and the infults (hat had been
ofiercd him both by Demetrius and Bacchides, were
not unknown to Alexander; who having been inform-
ed of the late offers and pretenfions of Demetrius,
all'embled his friends, and reprelisnted to them that
nothing could be more n-udent than an alliance with
Jdaariian. The counci being of the fame opinion,
Alexander immediately difpatthejl an cnibafl'y with a
letter to tfi(? following purport”®

jfriten
medehi™

“ ALEXANDER ~ A1~ to JONATHAN hit
Brother, greeting.

“

HAVING lonpj fiiice been informed of thy cha-
rafter for honour, faith and courage, and deeming
thee everv way worthy our befl regards, wc have
difpatchen embafladors to ofter thee our friendfhip
and alliance, and have commifTioncd them to treat
of the fame: and bjr thefc prefents, and our royal
authority, we conftitute and ordain thee higfi-pricft
of the Jews, and rank thee ;n the number of the
king’s friends; and we likewile prefent thee with a
crown of gold and a puri)le roue: entertaining no
doubt of a proper return being made by thee for
this inftance of our regard and ellecm.”

On the arrival of this embafTy, which happened
on the day ofie feafl «f tabernacles, Jonathan put
on the robe of the high-priefl; nrecifely at the end
of four years from the death o™ his brother Judas,
during which time the office had been vacant; and
from henceforward Jonathan was diligent to iucrcafe
his troops, and provide rtiore arms.

At this period Alexander afliimblcd a mHb-
largtf army, partly compofcd of fuch as ™™ aw.
had gone over to him from Demetrius, in
Syria, and partly of his own troops, with whichlUsWt-
which he a<lv.inccd to attack the cne- ‘o Hiiw.
niy. Soon after the battle conimenccd, the
right wing of Alexander’s forces wa« uren'cd
hard by the left of Demetrius, who nulliea thoir
advantage even to the plundering of the camp”
but Alexander’s troops forced the o]ipofite colutnn,
where Demetrius fought in perfon, till it w<: loully
routed. Demetrius aded wonders, killing, and
frluing his enemies, anti defending hiinfclf; till at

ngth his horfe plunged into a bog, and being or>
prcfled by multitudes, he was obliged to yiem;
which, however, he difdaiiied foi: Ibine tinK to do,
fighting on foot till his body was covered with darti
and arrows. Thu« died Demetrius, at the cud ofn
reign of eleven years.

CHAP. 1.

ONIASpropofes io luiid a Temple in EGYPT, like
that in JERUSALEM. A Dijpute between the
JEWS and SAMARITANS, concernins the trve

. Temple,
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Temple. The matter referrti 19 the King, wu) de~
(larfi infavour of JERUSALEM.

t this time Onias, the fon of Onias
Oiiiu ta lwild the high-pricrt, dwelt in a kind of
Napiein exile with Ptolemy Philometfv atAlexan-

dria. This Onias, coiifidering how Judaea
had been ravaged by the Macedonians, and with a
view to acquire fame to himfeU, determined to try to
obtain permiffkKm Ptolemy, and his queen Cleo-
patra, to build atem ~ in >Egypt fimilaVto that at
Jerufalem, in which propofed that priefts and
Levitcs ol his owti familj*~ouM officiate. He was
iuCpired with this idea b5' a preoidion of the prophet
Ifaiah, of fix hundred'years Handing, intimating,
tliat in future ages a Jew lhould erect a temple in
A'.gN pt to the glory of God.

The grant being made, Onias began immediately
to.build the temple, and raile the altar, on the plan of
that at Jerulalfrm, though the dimcnfions were
much lefs. When the building was finifhed, he
found a number ,of priefts and Levites of his own
fcntiments, to perform the fevcral partii of divine
worfhip.

Difpinebi- About this perioda mqft violent difpute

m=ewi happened at Alexandria, between the
and sairmri*  fews and Samaritans, the latter of whom
o vem- lad built atemple at Gerizim, in the time
plet. tefeicd  Of Aleicander the Great. This difpute,
coihe king:  which regarded the temple”™ and the mode
of worfliipping, ftood as follows : the Jews infilled
that there wa* no temple authorized by the laws of
Mofes, but that at Jerufalem; while the Samaritans
were equally fanguine for the temple of Gerizim,
Both parties agreed to refer the difpute to the deci-
fion ofthe king andhisminifters, with allowance that
counfel might oe heard on each fide, and that the
party in the wroi”™ fhould fulfer death. Androni-
cus, the fon of Meflalan, was appointed to plead for
the Jews, and Sabbaeus and Theodofiusfor the Sama-
ritans. Both parties w ~ bound on oath before
God and the king, to ofter nothing contrary to law.
The Jews of Alexandria were uneafy for their advo-
cate, and grieved to think that any doubt (houldbe
made of the facpcd authority of the temple of Jeru-
falem, the nobleft ftrufcture in the univerfe. The

rropofal of

Whodktice. haying fummoned his counfellors to
infaar>f  try the iffue, a debate arole who fhould
thatinjcru-  fpcak firft; when Sabbffius and Theodo-

fuis yielding that point to Andronicus, he
began by ftating the antiquity and fanftity of the
temple at Jerufalem ; proved the legality of its ori-
ginal foundation ; difpfayed tlie regular order of the
prielHiood through a fucceffionof age”s; adverted to
the fplendor and dignity yf the place, as it had been
at all times celebrated; and ~ ke of the magni-
ficent bovmfy of the kinp of Afla towards it; whereas
the temple of Gerizim had been little more noticed
than if no fuch place had ever been built- Thefe
pleadings determined the king infavour of the temple
of Jerulalem, and he accpraingly gave fentence of
death a”™ainft Sabbarus andTheoaofius.

[Book XIII.

Demetrius being dead fas hath been MrrUge of
heretofore mentioned) Alexander affumed Aesancer
the government ofSyria; fooii after which cie»py.-
he wrote a letter to Ptolemv Pliilometer,
propofuig a match between himfelfand his daughter;
and intimating that there would benodifgrace in an
alliance, after the conquefl of Demetrius, and the
recovery of a kingdom which was hisown in right of
his father. This propolal was highly fatisfadory to
Ptolemy, who fent a letter to Demetrius, congratu-
lating him on his late fuccefs, promifing to bellow his
daughter on him in marriage, lie farther promifed to
meet him at Ptt)lemais, with his daughter, where the
wedding fhould be celebrated. Soo« after writing this
letter, Ptolemy took his daughter to the appointed
place, where Alexander attending, the parties were
married, and he received as a wedding portion, a

film becoming the dignity of the father. Hijhhooaun
Alexander invited the Ingh-prieft Jona- coniertedou
than to the wedding, where both die mon- J&*"*"-

archs received him in a ‘diflinguifhed manner, and
made him large prefents; Alexander particularly di-
refting him to wear a purple robe on the occafion,
and take a feat next himfelf on tne throne; and giv-
ing orders to his principal oflicers tjoattend him into
the city, and proclaim that no rhau fhould intuit,
abufe, or othcrwific ill-treat him, onpatn of abiding
the confequences. Some enemies of Jonathan had
come to the place, with a view to dcfume him; but
on this gracious declaration they abfconded, in ap-
prehenfion of the ill confcqucnces that might atife to
themfelves-

CHAP IV

An Army conduBed into CILICIA by DEMETRIUS
NICANOR. JONATHAN routs APOLLO-
NIUS, whom he purfuesto AZOTUS, and fires the
Temple of DAGUN. PTOLEMY marches to join
ALEXANDER. PTOLEMY takes his Daughter
from ALEXANDER, and marries herto DEME -
TRIUS. ALEXANDER defeated by PTOLEMY
and DEMETRIUS. The Citadel of JERUSA-
LEM befteged U JONA THAN, the Army of the
latter dijcharged, and their AJ'eSlions lofl.

em etrius the younger, being

fupplied with a body of troops that
Lallhenes had hired, embarlied ana failed
with them from Crete into Cilicia, in tlie year 165.
This alarmed Alexander, who inftantly marched
from Phccnicia to Antioch, tp fecure his affairs be-
fore the arrival of Demetrius; but Alexander leav-
ing the care ofCoelo-Syria to Ap>ollomus, he marched
an army into Jantoia, where he fent a challenge to
the high-priefl, Jonathan, accufing him for living at
cafe, ajwi withdrawing htmfelf from the public Ter-
vice : defying him to meet him with his fwoid in the
openfield, and putting the iffae on their fingle con-

tefl: boafling, likewile, that he was at the head 6f a
number

Demeiri.i*
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number of the braved men in the empire, whofe
valour had frequently made the ancclloVs of Joiw-
tllan yield.

On this defiance, Jonathati, %\iih his

Jonathan driTOI

Apoiioniui brother Simon, aji(l ten tliouland feUifcl

;rn"dm soppi. ffien. inarclied from Jerufaleni, and en-
puifues . .

him 10 camped at Jiypp” the gates of which were

Atotus. lhut by a garnloiv'of Apollonius, which

loon, furrcndtredi on Jt»nalhan’s prepar-
ing to attack the place, i”ollonius licaring that
Jonathan was in poffenion of Joppa, niarcliea, and
encamped In the fields near that placcl Hereupon
Jonathan advanced, and purfucd nini towards Azo-
tus ; but when Apollonius found him on a particular
fpot, he raced about to engage, having firu i)lantcd
d thoufand horfc to attack Jonathan in the rear: but
he being aware of this difpofition, formed his men in
a fgiiare figure, to fight every way. Jonathan ordered
his Drother Simon to charge the body of the enemy,
while his own men (hould opiy receive the darts and
arrows vjsich fell on their bucklers. In tliis-fituation
they Itood clofc, that nothing- could pent'trate
them ; ;md when the enemy wrfs fatigued by this fruit-
icI'Nmod™Hof attack, the troops of I?imon broke in,

1k burns the  aild put the main body to fliffht. Jonathan
temptecfo.- piirfued them to Azotus, killed numbers
o tardhiftj of the fugitives, and drove the relt into the
ae 2" temple of Dagon, which he burnt to the

g/mind ; nor did he flop here ; for he fct
fire to thi~cim and to feveral adjacent villages. It
was reckoned that about eight thoufand men were
either flain >or burnt. Jonathan having defeated
fhisarm}'~ advanced toAfkalon, and encamped near
that city, the inhabitants of vi“hich brought him pre-
fenis, as™a toftinionvoftheirefteem, which he grate-
fully received, ana then went back in triumph to
Jerufaleiu” laden with fpoils. Alexander pretended’
to be greatly pleafed with this defeat of Apollonius,
who, he fain, had undertaken the expedition againit
a friend ah;d ally without his confent; and in token
of his aj>prbbation of Jonathan’s conduct, he made
him governor of Accaron, ahd prelcnted himVith a
Id_?n bu~le, a gift heretofore i>eculiar to the roNiil
mily. _
rtoiemy ~  About this periotl PtoliL;my Philgmfctcr
kindijmt-  >arrived In Syria, with land and fea-forces,
To alfift Alexander, his fon-in-law. Agree-
e able to the king’s order, he was received
vith univerfal refbett, except at A/otus, where the
people complaincQ of the burning of tiie temple of
Dagon, and revilfcd Jonathan, who had ravaged thS
country withfire and (word. Jonathan met Ptolemy
at Joppa, condtifcled him to the river Elcuthertis, und
then returned to Jerufttem, having been reecrv/™d
withrgreatmarks of diltinf¥ion. "
Jvednjtr PRy arrMiteg ammeftiyirof Ptolc-
t—rPtdf%aln]F mais, had nearly fallen a. facrifice to the
treachery of Alexander, on a plan con-
certed by Ammonius. The plot being difcovered,
rtolemy wfote to Alexander, and demanded luflice
on the delingiiem; but Alexander refufed to deliver
‘iin’\],O colrffefling that himfelf bad a fhare in the plot;

antiqguities
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oi;vhich Ptolemy conceived a mortal hatred toljim.
Amiw»imis aftcrwaxdy lolt his life, uin”~'he was feck-
inp.his fafety in lhcdrfpi]i<: 6f a Woman’sdrcfs,

The above-nieimoneatondutl of Alex-
ander fo difgulted P.toJcpiy, thai; h(™“tolok it giup,1)tcr
his.daughier* Irgm bim, .aiid mgaged in riMptta

a leagud with Demctriui, on condition figm Akxi>-
of being reitorcd to his father’s kingdotn,
and recejving the hand orCle.opatra ;in marriage.

Demetrius *va8 equally pleafed ¢with'the wife, and
the prupofed terms; but Pto}tnny had no eafy mal-
ter to procure the confent «/fthe people to receive,
g* a lung, the" niwi vhom tlyry deemed enemy :
but their hatred to .~iisxander was fo gfcat that they
complitd. Hereupon Ptolemy entered into Antioch,
ulierff the cilis™ns and foldiers jjroclaimed him king
of Alia and ~f.gypt. He was a man of lionour, dil-
creiion and temj)erancc, and fo condudltd his affairs,
as to afford fatisfafci:ion to nis own pet)ple without
giving difgufl to the Romans. Having fnrmmoned a
council of the people of Antioch, he adv'ifed them to
leccive Demetrius asking; hoped Uiat all pafl en-
mity would be forgotten, on H fenfe of the prefent
obligation; laid that he would liinifelf be bound for
his faithful execution of the truft repofed, and that he
would content hinifelf with thcgovernmc'U of A'gypt
only. Thefe arguments procured the regal govern-
ment to Demetrius, by coni'eut of the people.

A vail ai;iiiy b/ouglii out of Cilicia,
under the c_otnm|ind of Alexander, was
now-ravaging Sjria, and the country
round Antioch, ‘with fire and I'word.
Hereupon Ptolemy and DenietritiJ attack-
ed, routediiim, and compelled him to fly to Arabia,
During this battle, Ptolemy’s horfi}, bcinj™ fVighfencd
by thr braying of an elephant, t]iircw hitn, and his
encmias woundtid'hiin iivmany j»rt« of the head, fo
that he nuilT bave died on the fpot, btft'nas refcucd
by fome of his }™atds. He lay fpcechlefii four days;
but on the fiftli h*began to recovcr, when the htad
of Alexander™ wTncb had been cilt ofi’ by Zebelus,
an Arabian .prince, wa« prclent™d to hinn; bm he
died foon after he had pleafed liiinlelf with the fighti
The above-nienti(nicd Alexanderireigned five years,
and was’ fucceeded by jDemetriiiSj whojappears to
have been of a cruel difpofition, from hii trealiot™nt
of Ptolemy’s foldiers, to whom lit* owed ohlicntions
otrhis miarriage with Cleopatra. 1’his conduct lo
difgufled the foldiers, that they I<jfl thei™ elephants
behind them, aijd”ivcntlo Alexandria.

' tliw pefiod, tncnigb-pricil Jonathan, ’jerufiilem v-
taving collctted what farcci-tLCi,<;ould ia h ‘ml-

hitrun-in\ivr
Dcmetriui
overcoflDt
Alexanuer.

i~ Jtidjea™ laid fiege tqg,Jcculiilcuii to eitpel

Jbe garrifon of Macedonians, an4 <lIriv«out the Jew
wim 1ad taken fanéii@fy~ The people lii the plaee
at'lirfl defied jenatban; but foon ftftit out fcouts ==
demand fuccour of Demetrius, who inflantly marched
from Antioch, and arriving at Ptolernais, fcnt to Jo-
nathan to attend him. On this the latter took prc-
fents of gold and filver, fine robes, and other valu-
able effefts, which he gave to Demetrius, being at-
tvnded by the pricfts and elders; but during this
31 time
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oftcc of high-prieft ; and was ib far from paying re-
gard to the calumnious infinuations of the apollate
Jews, that upon Jonathan’s rcquc/ting »n abatement
of three hundred talents for the tribute of Judara.
with the dependent provinces of Samaria, Joppa, ana
Galilee, he fent away the following difpatches:

*DEMETRIUS the Kim greets his Brother JON A-
T/1AN, and the the JEW ISH Nmon.

“ YOU arc hereby to underftand that we have
lately written-a letter to our trufly and well-beloved
coufm Lallhcnes, a copy of which isiherewith tranf-
mittcd.

» DEMETRIUS the King, to his Father LASTHE -
NES, greeting.

“ SUCH is the fenfe we entertain of the return that
our friends, the Jews, have from time to time made
to our good will, that we are refolved to give them
fome diuinguifhing teftimonyofour eftecm. Where-
fore we hereby command that the governments of
Aphereima, Lydda, and Ramatha, with all the lands
dependent on tnem, which vere taken from the Sa-
maritans, be alligned to the ufe of Juda;a: and we
exempt the priefts at Jerufalem from all taxes hereto-
fore paid to our anceftors, as well thofe called crown
taxes, and on falt-pits, as thofe on corn and fruit;
and we command that for the future nothing of the kind
be demanded. Take care that a copy of this letter
be fent to Jonathan, and let it be hung up in ft dif-
linguilhed part of the holy temple.”

All things being now in a peaceable train, Deme-
iriufi difmilfed his army without giving them their
lull pay; and retained gnly a number of mercenary
troops, which had been collefled in Crete, and other
adjacent iflatids. This difcharge of the troops,
without gratuity, alienated the ane£lions of his peo-
ple; for his anceftors had been accuftomed®to keep
them in pay, in peace as well as in war.

C H A P. V.

TRYPHON's Revolt, and treacherous ConduR. The
Citadel brjkgeihy JONATHAN. .ANTIOCHUS
crowned by TRYPHON. DEMETRIUS defeated.
Ht encamps before CEDASA. JONATHAN'I
Troops defert him; butare rallied, and obtain the

ViBory. His Embajfy to ROME and LACED JE-
MON. Account of the PHARISEES, SADDU-
CEES, and ESSENES. ARSACES defeats

DEMETRIUS, andtakes him Prifoner.
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uneafmciswhich prevtiled among
A the troops of Demetrius, being re-
marked by Tryphon, a native of Apamia,
and heretofore one of Alexander s offi-
cers, he applied to Malchus, tutor to An-
tiochus, fo?i of Alcxatider, reprefenting the difpofi-
lion of Demetrius’s troops, and ofienng to reflorc
Antiochus to the throK-r: of his father. Malchus he-
fitated : but was at length induced to comply, and
committed Antiorhusto the care of Tryphon.
During this period, Jonathan was be-
fieging the city of Jerulalcin; he rcfolved
to expel the fugitive Jews from the garri-
fon, aswell as from other fortrcfl'es in the
country. On this occalion he fent meHcngcrs with
farther prelents to Demetrius, requeding him to
withdraw his men from the Jortreiles. Demetrius
anfwercd, that he was willing to oblige him in that,
and m(»re im >ortant concerns, as foon as the war
fhould be enged; and j~treated him, by the rites
of friendfhip, to fend him a fupply of forces, as his
own people had fled to the enemy. Jonathan fent
him three thoufand men, in confequence of this
rcqueft.

Trjrphoo
offeri to le-
liorc Anting
chtii to Ihe
throne of his
fithtr.

inforcnthe

Demetrius, both on his father’saccount, The difoon-
and his own, was now become extremely tented Antio-
obnoxiousto the people*of Antioch: in-
fomuch that, on hearing of the aid from mreMnuT.

J[onathan, they afJembled in arms, and
furrounded the palace, as if with a view to attack it;
but their intention was to feize him on his coming
out. Hereupon Demetrius drew up his hired troops,
and thofe fent by Jonathan, and attacked the allail-
a-nts; but fuperior numbers obliged, them tA retreat
into the palace, from the battlements of which they
threw darts and arrows at the enemy, which ob-
liged them to take fhelter in different houfes. The
Jews now fired the city, the houfes of The w
which {landing clofe, and the buildings ‘i dity-
being chiefly of wood, burnt with great fury. The
inhaoitants fled from houfe to houle, the Jews pur-
fuingcand deflroying them. Their whole care now
was to fave their wives and children : but flil! the
Jews, taking advantage of the confufion, in obedi-
ence to the king's order, killed great numbers, and
obliged the reft to lay down their arms, and l'urrcn-
der at difcretion. Thus ended the battle; i,g,tudeof
Demetrius pardoned the rebels, and gave DapaHw9
the fpoils to the Jews, whom he fent back

to Jonathan, with acknowledgements that the viAory
was owing to their valour: but he did not lopg conti-
nue in this difpofition; but threatened to attack Jona-
than, if the fame tribute which the Jews had formerly
paid to his anceftors, were not paid to hiinfelf. This
threat would have been made good, but that Try-
phon arriving with young Antiochus, placcd the
crown on his head, and being alTiited by the foldi;
ers, from whom Demetrius had with-held their accuf-
tomed pay, attacked the latter, conquered him ina
fea-engagement, feized on hiselephantii.ima”™e c?p>
ture of the city of Antioch, and compelled him w

retreat to Cilicta for fafety. >
Antiochus
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Antiochus now fent an exprcfs to Jona-

Jonadiin
grmfly h«.  than, confirming to him the oHice of high-
plured oy ?7rieft, putting iiim in poflcHion of’ the

four governments annexed to Judaea, and
gjving the command of his forces, from Tyre to
Sidon, to his brother Simon. He hkewife enrolled
him m the lift of his friends, and font him feveral
drinking cups of gold, with » gold buckle, purple
robes, &c. commiirioning him to wear thefe badges
of dignity. Thcfe marks of di(lin6iion fo flruck
Jonathan, that he fent a joint meQ'age to Antiochus
and Tryphon, offering to unite with them againfl
Demetrius as a common enemy.
Hcbringio»er Jonathan being cornmiffioned to raifc
(veni ciriei~ forces, attempted it in Syria, Plucnicia,
t »fpouiehit and the towns and cities adjacent; but
- though he was received with urfpecf, he
jot no troops. Hence he went to Alkalon, where
le was received in form, and had prefeiits made him:
here he reprefi?nted to the geoplc, th-~ it was their
intercfl to afTift Antiochus againit Demetrius ; and
they promifed to take arms. Proceeding to <>aza,
on the fame defign, the gates were fhut againfl him,
and the people refolved to adhere to Demetrius.
Hereupon Jonathan divided his army, aflaulting the
town with one part, while the country was burnt and
laid wafte by the other. The inhabitants neither finding
relief, nor having hope of any from Demetrius, and
feeing no profpefct but of deflrutiion before them,
fent (Icputies to make fubrniffion to Jonathan, who
received them in the moft friendly manner; accepted
their propofals, and fent their hoftages to Jerufalem,
while he j)roceeded towards Damafcus.
In the interim Demetrius had a large
it fard« army encamped near Cedafa, bordering
o' Briiifur*. Tyre and Galilee, with aview to entice
Jonathan out of his way : but'he continued his route,
leaving the care of Judasa to his brother Simon ;
who, airombling what force he could, marched and
attacked the flrong fortrefs of Bethfura, then in pof-
fefTion of the partizans of Demetrius. The peopfe in
the garrifon, apprehenfive that they fhould all be
put to the fword, requefted Simon s permifTion to
enarch unmolefled to Demetrius : which he granted ;
end placed another garrifon in their flead.
lonthi.de- By thistimejonathan \~asadvanced into
iMMihcamry  the plain of Afor, where he had no idea
o Dareifiu. oppofjtion : but one of Demetrius's
parties, having notice of his march, lay in ambufh
behind a mountain, whiJe the main body advanced
to attack him on the plain. Jonathan gave the beil
ordersthe fhortnefs of the time would permit: but
the jews, feeing the ambufli, were afraid of being
uirroundeti by two parties, and precipitately, fled.
So general was the terror, that only fifty gallant fel-
lows remained with Jonathan, and the two captains,
Mattathias, the fbn of Abfalom, and Judas, the fon
of Chapfaeusi The'fe charged the enemy in front, m
fo defperate a manner, that the forces of Deincthus
hefitated; on which thofe who had deferted from
Jonathan returned, attacked them, Kkilled near two
thﬁfgnd, and followed the reft even to tbeir B TSat

Simon takei’
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This viftory being obtained, Jonathan hu emi«ry
returned to Jerufalem, whence he dif- «Raretd

latched embafladors to Rome, to renew

ormer alliances, with diiedions to come back by
way of l.acedarmon, on bufinefsofa finiilar nature.
The Romans received the cmbadadors with high re-
Ipetl, and difiniifed them wiih letters, recommcnd-
ing that fafe paffage might be granted them by the
kings of Europe and Afia.

At this'tiijie the Jews were divided into amory
three feds, callcd Pharifees, 1”adducees, Jr*
and EfTencs. The opinion (jfthc Pharifccs was, that,
in lonic inflanccs, men were left to their own will,
and in others over-ruled by*a particular fate. The
Sadducees held that a man’s condition was in all cafcs
determined by his own condud, without any inter-
ference of providence ; while the Ellenes contended
that an irrelilUblc fate over-ruled every aEtion.

Jonathan being informed tliat the forces v.riou. e
of Demetrius, which were now augment- iwux«ofinf
ed, were advancing towards him, haltened
to meet them at Amathis, refoK'cd to oppofe their en-
trance into Juda*a. He encampcd about hfty furlongs
from them, whence he fent fNies to difcover their
defign ; wlu) taking fcmie prifoncrs, learnt from them
that it was intended to furprize him in his encamp-
ment. Hereupon he arranged every thing for his
defence, fixed centinels at the out-polls, and kept
his men under arms all night, previoufly acquainting
them with whi*t was inTended. Demetrius’s com-
manders learning that their plan had been divulged,
were puzzled how to ad, for they were not able to
make an open attack : wherefore they dccainned in
the night, covering their retreat by a numoer of
fires. At day-break Jonathan marched to attack
them; when finding the camp abandoned, he pur-
fued tnem with ail expedition ; but in vain, for they
had retreated to a fecure place beyond the river
E~'utherus. He now therefore purffiied his courfe
to Arabia, plundered the. coiuitry of the Nabath*-
ans, took multitudes of their cattle, and made many
prifoners, which he took to Damafcus, and fcild.

Mean time Simon procecd/;d through loppi tkn
Juda*a and Palarfiine, and fortihed all (le- "
fenfible places, even to Afkalon ; whicli being doncj.
he went forward to Joppa, which he poffeOed uiinfelt
of, and placed a garrifon in it, to prevent the place
being delivered to Demetrius by the inhabitants™

When things were in this fituation, Jo- xhe ckytrd
nathan and Simon retired to Jerufalem, iemiefc.tiri-
and the people being fummoned to the '*
temple by the high-prieft, were dircded to repair the
walls of the city, fortify them with towers, and to
cut off the comrjiunication betwixt ihe city and caftlc
by another wall; likewife to put the whole country
in a ftate of dd'ence by proper garrifbii.,s. This au-
vice being approved, Jonathan committed to his
brother’scare the country department, taking that of
the city on himfelf.,

By this time pemctriits had got into Arfatndt.
Mef()potamia, propofing to ravage that <
country, and reduce Babykm. Hts plan {*J
Was, to fix the fcal of war in the upper

provinces,
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provinces, the Grec'’k and Macedonian inha'bi.
uiUs of which had invited him thilhcr, with pro-
inifes of obedience, and offers of afTiftance againft
Arlaccs, king'of Parlhia. Encouraj;cd hereby, and
thinking that after he had beatfcn the Parthians, it
vould be cafy to drive Tryphon out of Syria, De-
nietrivis advanced towards them, and was chcarfully
received by a large army, at the head of which he
attacked Arfaces, who totally routed him, took him
prifoner, and deftsoyed alnioll all his fojcos.

CH. AP VI

TRYPHON's Plot againjl JONATHAN, -whom he
injamoitjly betrays, kills a Thoufand oj his People,
and makes him a Prifoner.

failiire of Demetrius in the laft attempt.

induced Tryphon to abandon all allegiance to
Antiochus, and rolled how he might poUcls himfcif
of the crown; but as Jonathan was the firm and
powerful friend of Antiochus, the fchemc was to dc-
ilroy him firlt.'" For this purpofc Tryphon w'ent to
Bethfun, where he found Jonathan with forty thou-
fand men at his command. Finding his flrength un-
equal to the encounter of fuch an army,*hc fought
to feduce him by prefents and compliments. He
clirefcled his officers to ob”y Jonatk’n as himfelf;
and proceeded, with great artifice, from one fubtlety
to another. At lengti he infinuated that, as the war
was over, Jonathan might difband his army, keeping
only a pro ler body guard, and attend him to Ptole-
mais, whic i place, and all the adjacent fortreff'es, he

jon<hin b, was refolved to put into his poffgffion.
iwyed irt» Lullcd by thclc arguments and promiles,
Tryphoii'i Jonathan difmified all his army, except

] three thouland men, two of which he left
in Galilee, and went with Tryj)hon to Ptolemals,
yith the other thoufand. The inhabitants having
been previoully inftrufcied, fhut the gates on his firlt
entering the town, Killed all his thoufand men, and
took him prifoner. Tryphon difpatched a part of
liis army to Galilee, with a view to dellray Jona-
than’s two thoufand men left there ; but thefe havin
information of the manner in which Jonathan hai
beetj treated, feized their arms, and etfefted their
cfcape. Tryphon’s troops were fo convinc'cd that
thefe men would bid equal defiance to death and

tlanger, that they returned without attempting to
nioleft them.
crieftt jtru. The inhabitants of Jerufalem were >ex-

Wem mjo- trcmely afflitled on bping Ninformed of the

im niaffacre above-mentioned, and the im-
pntrmem. prifonment of Jonathan, for whom they
had the fincerell regard j and in cafe of whole death,
they apprehended tne utmuft danger from thofe ene-*
niies of whom before they had no fear. Nor.were
they much millaken in their conjedturej for, upon
the news that Jonathan was put to death (aj will
hereafter be mentioned” tbeir neighbours combiued
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againd them, as men who had no commander; even
Tryphon aflembkd an army to invade Juda;a; but
Simon, oblerving tlieir fears, fummoned them to-
gether, and addrefl'ed them to the following pur-
ort:

Pe. It is unneceffary, friends and countrymen, for
me to fay that my father, brothers, and myfelf, have
been always ready totfxpofe ourfelves for the com-
mon liberty; the defeiKe of law and religion, has
been the bufinefs of our family; nor am 1 ii) lolt to
the authority of example, as to think of prefcrving
my life by the forfeit of my honour. Seek not,
therefore, for another commander, fince | am wil-
ling to lead you wherever great and glorious afclions
fhall call us. | count not myfelf greater than my
brethren, nor value my life more than they did
theirs. Never ffiall it be faid that | have denarted
from the dignity of my family. | have no douDt but
God will, by my hands, avenge you of your ene-
mies, deliver you, your wives and children, from
thofe who opprefs you, *and lecure the holy temple
from defilement. In a word, is it not becaufe you
are confidcred as flieep without a fficpherd, that
the prelent confederacy is in league againlt you ?”

T lis (peech i'o animated the people, sinon fuc-
and difpellcd their fears, that they ex- -
claimed, “ Simon alone ought to fucceed
his brothers Judas and Jonathan; let Simon be our
general, and we will obey his commands!” Simon
now ordered the walls of the city to be repaired and
fortified; which being done, he difpatched his friend
Jonathan”™ the fon of Abfalom, to Joppa, to clear
that town of its inhabitants, left they ihould deliver
it into the hands of Trvphon.

At this period Tryphon, at the head of Tryphon
an army, was marching from Ptolemais to nade to
Judasa, bringing Jonathan with him as a
prifoner. Simon and his troops met him on a moun-
tain that overlooks the plain, near the city of Addida.
Tryphon finding that the Jews had elefcled Simon
general, fent him an exprels, importing that, if he
wiihed his brother’s releafe, he fliould lend a hun-
dred talents of filver, and two of Jonathan’s fims, as
a liscurity that, after he ffiould be fet at liberty, he
fliould not feduce the people of Juda;a from their al-
legiance. Simoi\ had no doubt but a deception was
intended; but he thought that if he refufed the mo-
ney as a ranfom, or the fons as hollages,*the death of
his brother might be imputed to him : whereupon he
fummoned a council, to wiltom he intimated his fuf-
picion of treachery ; but faid he thought itwould be
proper to diipatch both the youne men and the mo-
ney, rather than be thought indifterent with refpett
to his brother’s fafety. Hereupon the hoftages and
money were fent, j'et Tryphon refufed to give Jo-
nathan his lilrcrty, and continued to ravage the
country with his army, till hearrived at Dora, a city
of ldumaa, whence he propofed to proceed to Je-
rufaiem : Simon ftill clofcly watching his motions.

Intelligence was brought to Tryphon, while on hit
march, that the garrifon ofJerufalem was diftrelfed
for provifions, to the reliel' of which he was defired

to
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to haftcn; on which he ordered his horfe*tol>e ready
to march ; but lo dee ) a fnow fell in ilie night, that
th(;rc was no pofTibi ity of proccc-ding. lie now,
therefore, returned toCcelo-Syria, and pa(Tedthrough
Galaad, near the city of Bafca, in which couniry
he cauled Jonathan to be put to death, and having
buried hun, went forward to Antioch. Simon, how-

simon buriet  €Ver, had the remains of Jonatliati re-
iiDnouraMy moved to the I(?pullhre of iiis father at
e enc’ Modifii, public mourning being made
whom Trir-  ON the occafion, and a fuperb monument
phon hed of polifhed white marble ereflcd to the
balely ni family. This was on an eminence, and

d d.
o cncompanbd with arched walks, and roll-

ing on pillars each of an entire ftone. Simon caufcd
leven pyramids to be eretlcd, viz. for his father, mo-
ther, lour brothers, and himfelf; and thefe were I'o
extraordinary, that they arc Hill celebrated for iheir
beauty and magnificence.

Jonathan had now governed, as prince and high-
prielt, four*years, and was*fucceedcd by his bro-
ther Simon, as above-mentioned. Simon, in his
fjfl year, relieved the people from the tribute.here-
tofore paid to the Macedonians; and he Itood fo
high in their opinion, that they dated their writings,
both public and private, from the years of his govern-
ment, with the addition of “ mort worthy patron of

the nation.” Every public bufinefs flourifhed in his
simon demo* hands. lie obtained a vitlory over the
i;ihesCaiau, common enemy; dellroyed the cities of

Gazara, Joppa, and Jamnia; levelled the
citadel of Jerufalem with the ground, and fo ordered,
tliatit could not afford a refuge for rebels and fugi-
tives, nor be in a condition to annoy the citj'’. To
cffefcl this, he advifed the digging the mountain on
which the caftle flood, fo that the temple (hould he
left on the higher ground. He affenibled the people
on this bufinefs, to whom he reprefented the mif-
chiefs already fuflained by this caftle, and the pro-
bable confequences, ifan enemy lhould get polfef-
fion of It. This argument had fuch an effect, that
they univerfally agreed to deftroy the mountain ;
and the people worked on it for three years, da”™ and
night (relieving each other), till at length the temple
had the advantage in point of fituation.

CHAP. VI

ANTIOCHUS murdered~by TRYPHON, who fuc-
ceeds to the Crown. His Soldiers dtfcrtto CLEO-
PATRA, who married ANTIOCHUS SOTER.
He attacks and conquers TRYPHON, who is Jlain
nt APAMIA.

EM ETRIU S Nicanor had not been long made
prifoner, when Tryphon privately murdered
Antiochus, the fon of Alexander, and propagated a

* Scaligcr (ayt that Jonathan died after governing the nation cigh-
«tfn years, uid in iht fourteenth j-ear of nis priellhood.
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report that he lofl hislife by an accident, which hap*
pened in his exercifes. While the public weje in-
tent on this report, Trynhon exerted his utmoll in-
fluence, and employed Doth money and friends, to
induce them to chufe him king. The friends of
Trjphon urged that Demetrius was a captive with
the Parthians”™ and that Antiochus would never for-
give thofc who had deferted his brother. By thefc
infinuations Tryphon paved his way to the throne ;
but there Nid not need niuch artifice in the cafe; for
the people readily combined tow”fds his elevation,
from an idea that they who voted for making him
king, would be in a fair way to make their owt'i for-
tunes ; fb that therff was no difiiculty in his advance-
ment. Tryphon no fooner became Kking, than he
began to difplay that turpitude of heart by which he
had been diflinguifhed while a private matt. His
point was no fooner gained, than he threw of!" the
nialk, and icoved that the name of Tryphon (which
fignifies a diffolute wretch) very well became him.
liis difpofition proved fo difagreeable to t!v foldiers,
that they deferted, and fled to Cleopatra, the wife of
Demetrius, who was at that time in retirement with
her children at Selt'ucia, while Antiochus Soter (the
brother of Demetrius), was ranging from place to
place, the fear of Tryphon preventing almofl every
one from aflbrding him afTmance. Cleopatra, en-
couraged by advice of her friends, and the appear-
ance of the foldiers who had deferted from Tryphon,
and urged by the fears,fhe had left the people of
Seleutia fhoul(T*deliver the placc to the ufurpei, dif-
patched a mefl'age to Antiochus, offering her kinfj-
dom to his difpofal, and herfclfin marriage. This
propoljl being embraced by Antiochus, of
the people flocked to him in fuch crouds, Tryphor.
that he fbon found himfelf at the head ofa

large ftrmy, with which he marched againd Tryj)hon,
conquered him in battle, drove him from Sj ria to
Phoenicia, and at length pent him tin in the flrong
forticB of Dora. Antiochus now difpatched tinliaf-
fadors to the high-priefl Simon, on a treat>of frirnd-
fliip and alliance; and the propofal being accepted,
Simon lent him money and provifions towards the
maintaining of the fiegc ; articles at that time liighly
acceptalJe to Antiochus, who was very gratefu for
this inflance of his friendfliip. After a.while Tryphon
efcapcd from Dora, and fled to a town calleJ Apa-
mia; but the place was taken, and him-

felf put to the fword, before the fourth

year of his reign was ended.

Antiochus,being naturally covctousand ungrateful,
was fo far from making a proper ackn<)wledgment
of the favours Simon had conferred on him, that he
fent Cendebseus with an army to ravage Judaea, and
take him prifontT. The idea of this difhonourable-
perfidy fo enraged the venerable man, that in de-
fpiteofagc and infirmity, and with all the ardour of
youth, he aflembled his army, and marched at thf
head of it to engage the enemy. llaving difpatched
his fon with a number of fcle*Luoops, be followed in
a difiercnt dircaion with the reft, ft:ationmg part pf
his forces in ambufh at every proper place. Thus
he had the advantage In every ciicounter, luccccded”™

3 K to



22-2

to his utmoTI wifhcs, and having renewed his league
with the Ruii)ans, i'pcnt the remainder of his days
in peace.

CHAP. VIIL

SIMON treechtroxijly miirtlered h his Sm7iii-'laru
PTOLEMY. Tht Wifr and Two nf thf Children
of SIMONnadtPrtfoncri; Ini/Jfifi, Tiiird'Son”™ being
apprijed of his Danger, cjcapnio. JEU uSALEM.

FTE~” Simon had held the govern-

Simon mur-
dei'cd by ment yl Judaea eight'years, he was
vtoUrry. invited to an entertainment by 'Ptolemy

his fon-in-law, afid th~re cruelly murdered by him.
PtoU-ihymade prilr)ners ofthe wife an<l two of tlic Tons
of Simon, and employed ruilians to furprife and take
away the life of John, the third foii, who wascallcd
Hyrcaims; but receiving tim(;ly information of the
treachery,* he fled to Jernfalcni, w'liere he experi-
enced the moll friendly behaviour from the people,
who entertained a great veneration fov the memory
of Simon, and a deadly abhorrence of Ptolemy,
whom they courageoufly repulfed upon his attempt-
ing to enter at one gate of the city, after Hyrranus
had gained admittance at atiother.
Ptolemy retired to the caftlc of Dajfon,
‘vhich was fitnated in the ncighboiirhwd

my intte of JeHcho. AsKic fucceQ'pr ofliis father,
Nieof Hyrcanus aiTumed the pontifical dignity,
*son. marched to attack the caltle to which

CONCLUSION of the

CHAP. IX

JERUSALEM brfteged by ANTIOCHUS, who grants
a Truce of Jeven Days. HYRCANUS intercedes
for a Compromfe ; the Siege is raiftdy and {he Par-
tiessform an AtUance. The Deathof ANTIOCHUS,
and the Succefjim of his Brother DEMETRIUS.

Aticdhuo CTIMULATED by the difgraccs he
imiict to O had been fubjeftedto by Simon, the fa-
W/ ch'hTi of Hyrcanus, Antiochu*, in tlic fourth
oneiedto  year of his rtign, in the firft of that of
Jixt. Hyrcanus, aud ui tlic hundredth * ai)d o
condOlympiadj made an incurfion into Judaea; arid
having comniitted great dcvaflatiou in the country,
obliged Hyrcanus to take refu” withiti the city,
whi” he encompafl'ed witii his troops, <livided intb
feven bodies. Tiie great itrength of the walls, and

* The of i6ift Olympiad, vide Pctitus, Eclog. Chronoloe.
lib. 1. cap. 6.; and Scaliger's notes opon Eufebius, p. 135. Ed.
Coromelin. .
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Ptolemy had retreated. In the profecution of this
enterprize, the greatell difficulty he had to fur-
mount, \as a natural tendernefs towards his mother
and brethren, whom Ptolemy caufed to be whipped
and otherwifc publickly tormented upon the batde-
ments, threatening, to cntt them down imlefs Hyrca-
nus immediately raifed the fiege. , This terrible me-
nace abau'd the refolittion of Hyreaims, who judged,
that iflie proceeded in kis Hrlt dclign, theconfequence
would be an aggravation of crucltyto his relations.
His mother oblerving his embarrairment, calicii to
hirfi aloud; uJ-gTflg hhri, without confidering the fuf-
ferings of herfelfand her fons, to ~vei”' the injuries
his family had received, and exfreffing a willing-
nefs to expire under the mod excruciating torments,
on condition that the barl)arous and unnatural tyrant
Ptolemy fhould meet a pimilhment proportioned to
the enormity of his guilt. This itillance of genero-
(ity and fortitude animated Hyrcanus to make a vigo-
rous afl'ault; but he obferved, that in proportion to
the force lie excrte<l| for'reducing the fcirt, additional
cruelty wa-s exercifed upon his mother; and his de-
fire of*revenge yielding to filial tendernefs, the fiege
was protratlecl, till the arrival ol-the fabbatical year,
which put a period to the war. Everv feventh year,
as wdll as every feventh day, is obferved by the
Jews asatime of relt. Upon the conclufion of the
w”, Ptolemy put the mother and brothers of Hyr-
caniis to death, and then retired fur faiety to Phila-
delphia, the gt)vernnj™nt of which place had been
ufurpcd by tlie tyraW Zeno, who furnamed
Cotyla.

HISTORY of the BIBLE.

the intrepidity with which the place was defended,
irevt;nted any confiderable advantage being gained
>y the aflailants for fome time. During a Inort in-
terval the camp was diflrefled for water; but thiji in-
convenicnce was removed by a plentiful fall of rain.
I'he northern (J\iarter of the city being judged the
leaft difficidt of accefs, againit that part Antiochas
diretled his grealeft force. He ercfited an hundred
turrets, each confifting of three ftories, in which he
fbtioned-a great numi>er 0/ men for profecuting tluc
affault. To prevent a reiniorcement or communica-
tion, he formed a double cifcumvallation of confi-
derable extent. But notwithftanding thefe opera-
tions, the troops made frequent tallies from the fort
to annoy the enemy, at fuch times ~ they appeared
to be the leafl prepared for dcfencc; and when thefe
attempts were not likely to fuccecdj they had the ad-
vantage of a fafe retreat into the city. Such of the
inhabitants as confumed the provifions without bear-
ing arms in fupport of the common caufe, Hyrcanus
compelled to evacuate the city; andAntiochus pre-
venting their retreat to the open country, many of
them perifhcd under the walls for want of food.









Chap. X.] the

On the arrival of the fcaft of the Tabernaclics,
the above-mentioned mifcrable people were again
received into the town; and on occalion of this frf-
tival, the people applied to Antiochiis for a truce of
feven days. This rcqiiell he granted with the utinoll
readinefs; and fent them bulls with gilded horns,
and other bcalts for facrifice, gold and hlver cups
repleniflied with a variety of tNe moft cfteemed per-
fumes and fpices, befides a large fupply of provifions.
His conduct in every indance was contrary to that
of Antiochus Epiphanes, who, upon conquering the
city, proved his contempt of the inllitutions and ce-
remonies of the Jews, by facrificing hogs upon the
altar, and polluting the holy place with litmor in
which the fleni of thf)fe animals had been Doiled.
This affront produced an irreconcileable animofity.
The piety of the prefent Antiochus obtained him the
furname of the Pious, and he way held in the highell
eflimation by all ranks of people.

Hyrcnui gcnerofity of Antiochus encou-
itndianem- raged Hyrcanus to difpatch an enibaHy,
hairy to An-  rcquefling that he would permit the Jews
ticc . to live agreeable to the eftablilhed laws

and cufloms of their nation. Antiochus, in oppofi-
tion to the court-fatlion, complied, on the condition
that the Jews ihould lay down their arms, fecure to
him the tribute of Joppa and other cities, and admit
a garrilbn into Jerufalem. The garrifon was objett-
ed to, on the plea of the necelfary inconvenience of
mixing with ilrangers; and to compound this matter,
an oUer was made of five hundrca talents, and ho-
Uagcs for a due performance of the treaty. Three
hundred talents being paid in part, and the hqftages,
one of which was the brother of Hyrcanus, being de-
livered, the ficge was raifed.

An alliaocc Hvrcanus caufed’ to be opened the fe-
Civicuded be-  julcnre of David, a very ric ) and power-
tween them.

ful fovereign, and thencc took three thou-
fand talents, whereby he was enabled to hire rein-
forcements to his army; he was the lirll among the
Jews who entertained foreign troops. He now lorm-
cd an alliance with Antiochus, and invited that,king
and his army into the city, where he received and en-
tertained them with the utmofl magnificence. As it
ISrecorded by Nicholas Damafcenus, he afterwards
accompanied Antiociurs to the Part+iian war. This
hiftorian fays, “ After Antiochus had fubdued the
Parthian army \indcr the command of Indates, he
connrufcted a triumphal arch up«)n the banks of
the river Lycus; and tha”at the interctflion of Hyr-
canus, a Jew, he remained at this place two days ; the
Jew* being forbid by their laws to travel on the fef-
lival, whicn liappened to occur at that time.” This
feftival was the feaft of Pentecolt, which immediately
_ followed the fabbath ; and on neither of thole days
were the people of our nation allowed to travel.
iHiihofAn- Antiochus gave battle to Arfaces, king
tiodu. of the Parthians, and in this encotmter he
Ul both liis life and his army. Uix)ii his kingdom
Ibeing invaded, Arfaccs fet at liberty his captive Dc-
jmetnus, who fucceeded his <brother Antiocnus in the
lgovernment of Svria.
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CHAP X

HVRCANUS (onguers IDUMEA, and reconcilcs tjfie
Inhabitants to the Jfwi/h Injiilutiom. He nrgociairi
n frejh Tueaty ruiih the ROMANS. The Army of
DEMETRIUS beingentirely routed, hefliesto PTO -
LEM AIS for Shelter: He isfeized at TYRE, and
putto Death, ALEXANDE”'Jlain in Battle.

PON receiving information of the 1dumea cOn
death of Antiochus, Hyrcanus led <u“edy
his army into Syria, expcdin” to find that
country greatly depopulated; and this conjec-
ture proved to tie judly founded. After a ficge of
fix months, he lubdued Madaba; and he foon after
m?dc himfelf mailer of Sartiega, and other places in
that nei”lil)ourhoo<l j he>hcn proceeded to the Cf)ii-
aueft of* Sichem, Gerizim, and the land of the Chu-
tnites, where one of the governors, named Sanballat,
in compliment to his fodi-in-law Manafirh, the bro-
ther of Jaddus, the high.prieii, having obtained the
penninion of Alexander, conltrutlcd a temple on the
model of that at Jerulalein, as we have iu'fore relat-
ed ; this temple was deltroycd about two hundred
years after it had been built. He rediRcd Adora,
MariHa, and other places of Itrength in Iduma’a, and
profecuted his fucceffes yl! he had fubdued »he whole
province. Ht»<hen iflued a proclamation, enjoining
the departure of thofe who would not fubmit to cir-
cumcilion. Rather than abandon the land, the peo-
ple acciuiefced in this, and every other Jewilh infli-
tution: and fince that period, they have been num-
bered among the people dt nominated Jews.
Hyrcanus, the high-prieft now dilpatch- Thotrety
ed an embalfy to the fenate of Rome, with K
letters on the fubjed of a renewal of the
leagvie of amity. In conlequenee of thefe letters,
Fanius, foil of Marcus Pra-tor, aHembli-tl a fenate in
the field of Mars”™ on the eighth of the ides of March,
Lucius Manlius, P)nof Lucius Mentina, and ( aius
Sempronius, fon of Cains F'alerna, being prefent to
deliberate.on the pro]x>fed ireaty, and o?her public
bufinefs Vhjch Simon the lim ol Dofiiheus, A )ollo-
nius fon of Alexander, and Diodorous fijt; ofjafon,
were commiUioned to negociate with the fenate. It
was Itipulated, that refloration lhould be made of the
city and ports of Joppa, (iazara, the fountains, and
other places which, in violation of a decree of the fe-
nate, had been ufurped by Antiochus; that the king’s
troops fhould not pals through that or any other part
of the Roman territories without permiffion ; ajid
that commifrior¥:;rs fhould be ap|)ointed for elli-
mating the lofles confequent on his devaflation.s for
mnhich full reparation fliould be made. ()n thefe con-
ditions, the propofed treaty was accepted by the fe-
nate, who alfured the honourable deputies on the
fiart of the Jews, that on die firll opportunity an an-
wer in form fhould be returned, and that no injury
fhould in future be offered to them. Fanuis was
commiflioiicd tj fupply the cnibaliadors with money
from
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froni the public trcal'ary, for dclVriying the char”~c of
their return; and they were likcwifc furniflied with let-
ters of recommendation to the governors and officers
of the feveral places through which thej' were to pafs.
Flight adl During thde tranfaftions, Demetrius
:hof was heartily difpofed to coinmencc hoOili-
ptm.inuj. ~ ties apinft Hyrcanus; but Ifc was not in
a condit"ion to e fett this defign, being generally de-
teiled by the Syrians and his own foldiers, who unit-
ing in a confederacy againft him, rcquefled-Ptolemy,
ot lerwife Phyfcon, king of Egypt, to lend to them a
defcendantoi the houfeof Seleucus, whom they would
inveft with the fovc/cignty. Ptolemy lent Alexander
furnamed Zebina, attenOed by a numerous armv. An
engagement enfued, and Demetrius being defeated,
fled to Ptolcmais, where Cleopatra, his wife, then re-
fided ; but being denied entrance into the city, he
repaired to Tyre, where he was feized by his ene-
mies, who, after keeping him fome time in a mifera-
ble. cxiltence, (leprived nim of life.

AK-xander 'I'"he kingdom of Syria being now un-
(linmb.uie. the I()vcTfignty ()1 Alexander Zebina,
a league was fcjrmed between this new king and Hyr-
canus, the high-pricR, who foon after was engaged
in hollilitics win Antiochus Grynhiis, lon ol'Deme-
trius. Alexander fupported his ally in this war; and
when the a*niies joined battle, it was his fortvnie to
be (lain. Upon tlie death of Alexander, Antiochvis'
fucceedcd to the throne of Syria : but he checked his
delire of proceeding againit the Jows,«iiM confequence
»)fintelligence being connnunicated to him, that his
brother and nanie-iake Antiochus, who was furnamed
Cyzicenus, was railing an army at the town of Cyzi-
cus, for the purpofe of oppofing his operations. An-
tiochus Cyzicenus derived his lull appellation from
the jilace where he was educated; he was the”lbn of
Antiochus Soter, who was flain by the Parthiatis. We
have before obfcrved that Cleopatra was married to
two brothers. Upon the arrival ol' Cyzicenus in Sy-
ria, an engagement enfued between him and his bro-
ihcr; and, indeed, they lived in a perpetual ftatc of
animohty and warfare. In the mean time,
Hyrcanus enjoyed an uninterrupted tran-
quillity; for, upon the deceafe of Antio-
chus Soter, he no longer acknowledged himfelf to be
either a f~ubjeQ or ally of the Macedonians. The af-
fairs of Hyrcanus were in a flourifhing flate during the
time of Alexander Zebina, but lUl more fo in the
iovercignty of ihc brothers; for while they were har-
raffing each other to deftrutiion, Cyzicenus wascom-
mitting devallations in the country, and the other
having no alliftance from Egypt, he enjoyed perfeft
cafe and faiety in Juda;a, where he amafl'ed inmienfe
wefalth.

Prufperoul
condition of
Hyrcinui.

€ HAP XL

SAMARIA bcfieged by HYRCANUS. ANTIOCIIUS
CYZICENIf) inarches to the Relief of the (dtv, tut
li rejjul/ed by ARIS2VBULUS. SAMARIA is

[Book XIII.

iLtterly deflroyed. HYRCANUS ahnndons the Prin-
ciple ofthe PHARISEES, and adopts thofe of the
/aDDUCEES. The Deathofhyrcanus.

Hyrcarui
to the king of Syria, were inhabitants becfieiw Sa-
ofluda:a, and in alliance with the Jews.

The indrgnitics they kad received from the Samari-
tans fo greatly incenfed Hyrcanus, that he determin-
ed to dired the whole force of his arms againft the
ftrongly fortified city of Samaria ; which was rebuilt,
and called Sehafte, by Herod. He begirt the town
with a ditch of confiderable width, and a double wall
of great llrength, appointing his fens Antigonus and
Anftobulus to prohjcute the ficge ; which was coii-
dufted with fuch vigour, that in a fiiort time a terri-
ble famine raged in the city, the inhabitants being
reduced to the. necdffity of fupporting themlelves on
carrion. In this extremity they folicited relief from
Antiochu.s Cyzicenus, who direcily marched to their
aniilaiice ; but was repu'lfed by Ariftobulu.s, who be-
ing joined by Antigonus, they purfued him toScy-
thopulis.

The brothers returned to Samaria, and . .o
renewed the liege; in confequence of aticip:iing to
which, the people again rec uelled aflift- rcfeale sarra
ance from Cyzicenus; and le prevailed |1 "9
upon Ptolemy,, furnamed Lathurus, to
fupply him with fix thoufand men. The grant of
thefe troops fo greatly offended the mother of Ptole-
my, that he was in the moft imminent danger of lofing
his kingdom. With thefe Egyptian forces Anti-
ochus ravaged part of the country of Hyrcanus; his
motive being to entice the troops from tlie fiege by
adiverfion,as he was notin a condition tooppofil' ihc
whole force of his antagonifl. But, from defertions,
many of his troops falling into ambufhe.s, and other
accidents, he delpaired of fuccefs; and appointing
Callimander and Epicrates to the condutt of the
war, he retired to Tripoli. Callimander engaged in
a rafli expedition, wherein his ~rmy was aeltroyed
and kimfelf flain. The Jews bribed Epicrates to lui -
render Scylhopolis and other places. After a fiege
which continued a year, Hyrcanus became Hyreaiui
mafter of Samaria, which he utterly de- takes
ftroyed, and P)y forming watcrcotirfes, [Irgn
and other meafures, the appearance of
the fpot was entirely changed, and no veflige re-
mained of the buildings. There is a furprifing, and
frhaps an incrediblc tradition refpe6iing Hyrcanu-s.

is related, that being alone offering incenfe in the
temple, a voice from neaven informed him, that his
fbns had obtained a viflory over Antiochus Cyzice-
nus ; and that he immediately went forth to the peo-
ple, and communicated to them the revelation, wnich
was ii:K)n after confirmed. This extraordinary inci-
dent is faid to have happened at the precife time in
which Cyzicenus was defeated.

Not only the Jews of Jerufalcm and Alexandria)
but thofe ali(> of Egypt, Cyprus, and othci places
were now in a flouriming fituation: for in confe
quencc of a difagrecmcnt between Cleopatra and %r]

T h e people of MarifTa, though fubjeBs



'Chap. XII.]

fon Ptolemy Lathurus, the queen had committed tlie
command of herarmy to Chelcias, and Ananias the
fon of Otiias, by whom a temple, after the motiel of
tKat at Jerufalem, had been built in the territory of
Heliopolis. The queen was wholly iniluencca by
the advice of thefe men. Strabo, the Cappadocian,
fays, “ Great numbers of thofe w'ho came with us to
Cyprus, as well as thofe who were afterwards fent
thitlier by Cleopatra, abandorftd the queen, and at-
uched tnemfelyes to the intereft of Ptolemy; but
the Jews of Onias’s party continued in alleRiance to
her, in gratitude for the diftinftion flie had bellowed
upon their friends and countrymen, Chelcias and
Ananias.

The fuccefs of Hyrcanus attrafted theenrvy of the
Jews, and particularly of that fefcl called Pharifces
The influence of this faftion was fo great, as con-
ftanily to prevail over the multitude, ev.en in oppofi-
tion to the fentiments of the king and the high-pricft.
Hvrcanus, who had been educated among the Pha-
rifees, invited them to an e»ntertainment; and when
his hofpitalitv had caufed a circulation of good hu-
mour, he aadrclfed them to the following cffe6l:
“ Since | profefs your own principles, it is fcarcely
neceffary to obfervc, my friends, that my mo(t {an-
guine wifh is to render myfelf acceptable to the Al-
mighty, and to obferve a ftrift juftice to my neigh-
bour. If 1 have violated my duty, itis your bufinefs
to admonifh me, and it Ihall W mine to effeft a refor-
mation of my conduct.” This fpeech was received
with great applaufe, which afforded Hyrcanus con-
fider~le pleafure.

Soon after this, Eleazar, a Pharifee,
having brought a falfe and fcandalous

Hyrcanus re-
nounces the

"jr*l‘:c:;‘ef charge againft Hyrcanus, his friend Jona-
and adopts than, who was a zealous Sadducee, took
twe ofthe  that opportunity to prejudice Hyrcanus

Saddvcees.

againfl the whole feci of the Pharifees,
inGnuating, that they were all concerned in the de-
famation. The leaders of the Pharifees being confult-
cd, to know what punifhment fhould be inllifted on
the calumniator, <hey gave it as their opinion, that
imprifonment and fcourging would be fufficient.
This anfwer fully convinced Hyrcanus, that what Jo-
nathan had fuggefted was true; and therefore, being
greatly incenfcd againfl the Pharifces, he abrogated
their traditional conflitutions, lubjefted fuch as
fhould obferve thein to fevere penalties, and ever
afterwards attached himfelfto the Sadducees. During
the remaining part of his life, he emoyed uninter-
rupted peace and happiftefs, and dleo in the thirty,
firft year of his government, leaving five fons. The
Almighty was pleafed to beftow upon him three emi-

+ Thefe difttnguilhed themfelics by their M»1 for the tradition!
«f the elders, which they derived from ihe fame origin as the written
Word itfelf, pretending that both wete delivered to Mofe* from
mount Sinai, and were therefore both ofeqtial authority. From their
rigoroui ohfervance of thefe traditinn*, tli”™ looked upon themfelvw
ai more holy than other men, and tbereiure feparated themfdvea
ftom tbofe whom they thought finner* or profane, fo a* not to eat
w driok with them; and hence, from tlie Hebrew word/”~u,wluch
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nentdiflinftions, vij. the civil government, the high-
priellhood, and the fpirit of prophecy. He predicU
ed, by a divine revelation, that his two eldefl fons
would not long enjoy the ttovernment; and the pro.
phccy was verified, as will appear in the following
chapter.

. CHAP. X1l

ARISTOBVLVS tjiahlijhti a Monarchical Govnn-
mrnt. Hu Cruelty towards his Mother and Brty
thren. The Death 0j ARISTOBULUS.

RISTOBULUS, the eldeil fon of Amomr.hi.
Hyrcanus,determined to abolifli the

principality, and ellablifh an abfolute go- hiibdoy
ycrnment; and the period at which he ef-  AdiJdoiu.
fcfted this was four hundred and eighty-one years af-
ter the emancipation of the Jews from captivity in
Babylon. He nad a particular regard for his next
brotner, whofe nanie was Antigonus, and he admitted
him to (bme fhare in the govenimeni; but his mother,
whom he confidei”d as his rival to fovereignty, Hyr-
canus having bequeathed to her all that was in nis
power to leave, he ordered into clofe confinement,
and his three younger brethren he confi'gned to the
fame fate. So horriblv unnatural was his H,,uwdCe«
cruelty, as adiually to figrve his mother in
her prifon, ~ftd, on fome equally malignant and
groundlefs infinuations, to facriBce the life of his fa-
vourite brother Antigonus. It was fome time before
Ariftobulus would attend to the malevolent fuggef
tions againft his brother. On the approach of the
feaft of the Tabernacles. Ariftobulus was confined >0
his b«d by ficknefs: ana at this time Antigonus cainc
from the army in great martial pomp, and, attended
by his guards, repaired to the temple, in o™rder to
fupplicate heaven for the refloration of his brother's
health- The enemies of Antigonus infinuatcd to the
king, that the magnificence and flate which his bro-’
ther had affumed, was an evidence that he aipired to
the fovereignty. Ariftobulus did not give credit to
all that was reported concerning his brother, but fup-
pofiiig {here to be fome foundation for a part, he dc-
ternjined to provide for his own fafety, wirliout ap-
pearing to be apprehcnfive of hi*danger. The king
Itationed a guard in a fubterraneous place in the
tower, which has fince received the name of Anto-
nia, and commanded them, that if Antigonus came’
that way unarmed, they fhould not molefl hiinj but
that if they obferved him provided for defence, they

to ieparate, they had thciuupeof Pharifitt, or feDaratifh.>~
Their pfetencet to extraordinary piety drew after, them the common
leople, who held them in the liigneft cftcem and veneration. They m
»ela tbp exiftencA.of angeli and fpiriti; and a refurrertion from the
dead, thatis, of the foul only, by its tranfmigiration into anothw
body, and being born anew with it. See further concerning them
in book xviii, ¢c. u
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m(houAd taVe away his life. .Ariftobulus difpatched a
tncflengcr to requedthe prefcnce of Antiponiis in his
apartment, and uriClly to enjoin him to come unarm-
ed ; but the queen and other of his enemies prevail-
ed upon the mefTenccr to fay, that the king defired
to fee him equipped in an extraordinary fine fuit of
krmour which, it had been told him, he polfclfcd.
Unfufpefting the trcachery, Antigonus immediately
went forth completely armed; and he was flain by
the foldiers ported,in the dark pafl'age of the tower
ofStraton. Judas, Svhofc prophecies hall been con-
ftantly verified, upon obferving Antigonus go to the
temple, faid to his difciples that he was weary of ex-
Iftonce, fince his reputaiton as a prophet was entirely
lo(t; for that he had preditled the death of Antigo-
nus fhould happen on that day at Straton’s tower;
but that he was ftill alive, the place fix hundred fur-
longs diftance, and the day more than half elapfed.
rrelfcnriy after this, new's was brought that Antigonus
was flain under the tower, according to his prefap.
This tower was called Straton’s tower, as well as that
upon the coaft, which was afterwards diftinguifhed
by the name of Caefarea.

L. ftiiit«ri The fevere upbraidings of confcience
anddc.thof ~ for the barbarous murfler of his brother
ArinobuiLe, gT-eatly increafed the diftemper of Ariflo-

bulus, and a vomiting of blood enfued: as an attend-
ant was conveying fome of it away in a veffel, he fpilt
a partj feemingly by the direftion of Providence, on
the fpot where the marks of Antigonus’s blood were
yet to be fcen. This event, whicn vJas fuppofed to
nave happened from defign, produced fome diforder,
the caufe of which the king anxioufly enquired; and
having extorted it from his attendants by entreaties
and threats, he faid, “ The all-feeing Power hath de-
tefcled my iniquity, and my brother’s murder hath
called down the vengeance of heaven upon me.' How
long fhall I hold that life which is forfeited to the
blood,of a mother and a brother? Rather why do |
not expire on a fudden, than thus yield my life drop
by drop, as if the fevereft punifhment was inadequate
lo my guilt?” Upon uttering thefe words, Ariftobu-
lus, who was furnamed PhilelUn, fignifying “ a lover
of the Greeks,” inftantly died, having reigned only
one year. He fubdued and annexed a confiderable
HioAf ind  part of lIturacatothe territory ofJudaa, and
chxaeer. compclletl the people to fubmit to circum-
cifion and other Jewifh inrtitutions, on the penalty of
banifhment: and he performed other important fer-
vices to his country. Excepting in refpefct to the mat-
ters already tirged againft him, he was confidfered as
a man of modelty and juflice. On the authority of
Timagenes, Strabo fpeaks of him to this etJett. “ He
was of a good difpofition, and in many inflances
proved himfelf i friend to the Jew™*: he extended
their mrifdifciion oyer a great part of Iturxa, and
united the people in the common bond of circum-
cifion.

CHAP. X111
JFANNUEUS ALEXANDER advanced to the Sove-
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reignty : He piits one of his Brothers to Death, and
lays Siege to PTOLEMAIS, hit abandons the En~
tcrprife. PTOLEMY of ASOCHIIS takes the Tov/n
by Ajault,

ALOME, called Alexandra by the
Gieeks, rellored the three brothers of uiMaiio

Ariftobulus, her late Viufband, to liberty;
and Jannzeus, otherwife called Alexander,
who was thf* eldcU, and of a difpofition lefs violent
than the othets, fhe raifed to the throne. It was the
fortune of Alexander to incur his father’s averfion
foon after his birth; and this if faid to be the reafou
ofhis difpleafure; Hyrcanus had a dream that the Al-
mighty appeared to him, and that upon afking who
fhould be his fucceffor, the refemblance of Alex-
ander was immediately reprefented to him. This
circumflance prejudiced him fo much againft Alex-
ander, that he fent him to be brought up in Galilee.
Alexander caufed one of his brothers to be put to
death for attempting to l'upplant him in the govern-
ment: but he maoc a generous proviflon for the
other brother, who contented himfelf in a private
flation.

Alexander led an army to Ptoiemais, HeUyifiep
and gave battle to a body of the enemy’s *“ Pdersii.
forces, whom he compelled tg retreat into the city,
where he kept them blocked up. Gaza, another fca-
coaft town, remained at this time unfubdued, as did
Dora and the tower of Straton, which were in pof
fefTion of~Zoilus. Antiochus Philometer and his bro-
ther Antiochus Cyzicenus, were fo exhaufted in the
wars they had maintained againft each other, that the
people of Ptoiemais expected no relief from them.
Zoilus, who had been waiting for the opportunity
making advantage of the prevailing divifions, afford-
ed fome relief to Ptoiemais, but the force he fent
was not fuflTicient to be of any conGderable fervice.
The people of Ptoiemais had no hope of relief but
from Egypt, and their principal dependence was upon
Ptolemy Lathurus, who having been compelled to
evacuate his kingdom by his mother Cleopatra, had
retired to Cyprus. They fent to him an dribafTy,
commiflioned to folicit his. afUftance againft Alexan-
der, and to afTure him there was every reafon to be-
lieve the people of Gaza and Ptoiemais would de-
clare in his favour immediately upon his entering
Syria, and that he would be fupported by Zoilus, the
Sidonians, and other neighbouring people. Ptolemy
ordered all pofTible difpatch in the equipment of a
fleet for this enterprife.

Ptolemy difembarked at Sicamin, and Thbeptopie
thence marched, at the head of about refufetotitu
thirty thoufand horje and foot, to Ptolc-
mais. On his arrival before the city, he difpatched
an embaffy to the people, but they refufed to receivp
the tneflage, and to hold any intercourfe with either
the king or his agents. This difappointment fb greatly
embarralTed him, that he knew not what meafures to
purfue. Zoilus and fome commiflioners irom Gata
reprefented to Ptolemy, that thejewa and Alexander
were conunittinjgreat devaftatiom in dicit territories,

aud



Chap. XIV.]

and requefted his afliftance, to repel them. Upon
the appearancc of Ptolemy, Alexanoer judged it pru-

. He engagedairreifegtcineeaiticable.

with Cleopatra to (iibduc Ptolemy, whom he, at the
fame time, treated as a friend ana ally, offering him
four hundred talents of filver, on condition of lur-
rendering to him the ufurper Zoilus, and rcllored to
the ~ews the lands which he pon‘effed, and had for-
mer " pelonged to them. Ptolemy readily em-
braced the propofai, and feized Zoilus; but upon
difcovering that Alexander had privately made
propofals to Cleopatra, he confidered the treaty to
be violated, and therefore laid fiege to Ptolemais.
He appointed one part of his army to profecute the
fiege, and led the other to ravage tne country of Ju-
daea. Alexander affembled an army, which lome af-
lert was compofed of fifty, and others of eighty thou-
fand troops, to oppofe the operations of Ptolemy,
Pioifmyuku  who, taking advantage of the fabbath-day,
Afochiiby.f- reduced Alochis, a city in Galilee, by af-
fault, acquired mi immenfe booty, and
made about ten thoufand of the people prifoncrs.

CHAP. XIV.

ALEXANDER dcfeaud iv PTOLEMt LATHU-
RUS. PTOLEMAIS Jubdued by CLEOPATRA,
xvho enters into Treaty with ALEXANDER. The
Siege of GAZA. APFOLLODOTUS murdered by
LYSIMACHUS, who treacherou/ly furrenders the
City. ANTIOCHUS CYZICENUSvanqui/hed and
put to Death by SELEUCUS. DEMETRIUS EU-
C~US afcends the Throne of DAMASCUS. AN-
TIOCHUS/lain by the PARTHIANS. Heiifuc-
ceeded by PHILIP and DEMETRIUS. Fifty
Thoufand JEW S killed in a Rebellion.

Poitedde- T TAVING fubdued Afochis, Ptolemy

11 Atel made an afiault upon Sopphoris, but
uxkr, with  in this attempt he was defeated, aad fuf-
jre< asuln-  taincd great lofs. He then led his army

againfl Alexander, whom he met with in
the neighbourhoodt of Afl'ophus, adjacent to the
river of Jordan, and pitched his”~amp oppofite to
that of the enemy. The van of Alexander’sarmy was
compofed of eight thoufand of the foldiers called
Hecatontomachi, who were provided with brafen
bucklers. In the front, of his forces Ptolemy had
fome warriors equipped in the fame manner, but his
followers were not in general fo well armed as their
adverfaries, and they were therefore the lefs anxious
for an engagement. Philoficphanus, an officer of
great fkill and experience, encouraged them to ex-
ped fuccefs. They croffed the river; and to this
movement Alexander, who was ftationed on the op-
pofite fhore, made no oppofuion, judging that he
mould with lefs difficulty obtain a conquefl if he

+ In the Thcfaurus Geograph, of Ortelius. thi* placc i» denomi-
KUed Afochii, or Aflbphiu.

THE ANTIQUITIES

OF THE JEWS. 227

could auack the enemy while they were in a fuu-
ation from which the river behind them would render
The battle was fultained
with great bravery on both fidcs; upon a body of
Ptolemy's troops giving way, vittory fcemed to fa-
vour Alexander ; hut upon the arrival of Philoflc-
phanus with reinforcement, the Jews were entirely
routed, and purfued by Ptolemy till his foldiers were
fatigued, and their weapons blunted by the havock.
they ma~e. It is recorded, that thirty tlioufatid men
were flain iti the encounter; and ~Timagenes fays, in
his hiftory, that the number was fifty thoufand.
Great numbers were made prifoners, and the reft
efcaped by flight. ,

After this terrible carnage, Ptolemy cruei of
went .to fome villages belonging to the HUy.
Jews, and commanded his foldiers to murder the
women and children, and then to put the parts of
their bodies into veffels of water wnich were to be

ed over fires. He had recourfe to this bloody

tagem, in order to flrike terror into thofe who
had efcaped by flight, by ii'fpiring the idea that hi*
army was additlcd to feed upon the flefh of an enemy.
This fhocking barbarity is mentioned both by Strabo
and Nicolaus.

Juda-a being ravaged, and Gaza fiib-
dued, Cleopatra judged it necellary to
give a check to the enterprifing fpirit
of her fon Ptolemy; and fhe was far-
ther induced to this, gs he had already advanced
to the gates AfEgypt, and had formed a defign of
ufurping the government. She muftcred both her
military and naval forces with all pofTible difpatch,
and appointed for her generals two Jews named
Chelcias and Ananias. She tranfported her molt
valuable treafure, her grand-children, and her laft
will, <to the ifland of Coa.s. She fent a ftrong naval
force and her fon Alexander to prefcrve peaco in
Phcenicia, in which province a revolt was threaten-
ed ; and flie went herfelf to Ptolemais, where being
refufed admittance, fhe ordered the city to be al-
i'‘aulted. Hereupon Ptolemy evacuated Syria, and
repaired to Egypt, in the flattering expettation that
he fhould fino that country in a defei.celefs ftate;
but in ~is attempt he was defeated; and in purfuing
Ptolemy, Chelcias, one of the generals of Cleopatra,
loft his life in Ccclo-Syria.

The queen detached a body of troops Ren <«
in purfuit of Ptolemy, who was again ensmn
driven out of his own country, and under with Alexaa-
the necefTity of eftablifhing his winter d<
guarters in Gaza. In the interim fhe became millrcfs
of Ptolemais, which was taken by afliiult. The queen
received prefcnts from Alexander, whom (he treated
in a moft gracious manner, confidcring him as a
f>rince violently perfecuted, and as haying no rc-
burce for relief but in herfelf. The impolicy of
fufFcring fuch numbers of Jews to remain dependent
on the will of one man was urged to Cleopatra, and
fhe was advifed to feize Alexander and his kingdom:
but this was oppofed by Anania.s, who pleaded the
iniquity of the mcafure, which would render her an
pbjcft of the mofl violent dctcftation to tlic honett.

p*rt

Cleopitri en.
deav«urs 10
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part of the Jewilh people. The coiiduft of Ananias
proved highly agreeable to the queen ; aiidlfhe after-
wards renewed a league of amity with Alexander,
at a city ol’Coclo-Syria called Scythopolis.
whofcefierM Alexander being no longer in dread of
sialakeici. thc power of Ptolemy, led his army againft
Gaclara, in Coelo-Syria, whicji after a (icge
of ten months he fubducd; he then proceeded to
Atnathon, the Itrongeft fort on the river Jordan,
where Theodotus, thc fon of Zeno, had depofited
his treafur«, and th»s place he reduced. iTfieodotus,
in revenge for thc injury he had received, attacked
the Jews Dv furprize, dellroyed ten thouland ofthem,
and made booty of Alexander’s baggage. Notwith-
ftiinding this misfortune, thc king attacked and fub-
dued thc fca-coaft towns called Raphia and Anthe-
doii, to which Herod afterwards gave thc name of
Agrippiades. Cleopatra had now returned to Egypt,
as had Ptolemy from Gaza to Cyprus. Alexander
availed himfelfof thi:;s opportunity to lay fiege to the
tity of Ga/.a and ravage thc c<miitry, in orcic;r to re-
vt nge himfelf upon the people for having formerly
folicited Ptolemy to Join in repuHing him. A ipol-
lodotus, attended by ten thoufand citizens and two
thou ['and mercenaries, made an intrepid (ally one
night upon the camp of thc enemy, who fuppofing
Ptolemy had come to the reliefof the befieged were
greatly difconcertcd : but when day-light difcovered
tlieir millake, they rallied and charged Apwllodotus
with fo much fury as to kill tfn thoufand of his party.
Notwithitanding their defeat and bAtig threatened
by famine, the people of Gaza determined to cn-
rounter all dilficuhies rather than fubmit to the ene-
my ; and they were cticouraged to pcrlilt in this re-
folution by Aretas, an Arabian king; but he did not
alford the timely alTiltancc he had promifod them.
Lyfimachus being envious of his own
brother for thc great reputation he had
it oreat acquired, barbaroulK' murdered him; and
niugtiter ot  then with the concurrence of his adhe-
the rents, treacheroudy l'urrendered thc city
to Alexander. Upon entering the town, he feemed
inclined to moderatitm: but lie foon gave his troops
unlimited liberty for deftruftion, and a terrible car-
nage enfued, in which, however, as many, of the
Jews as of thc people of Gaza were flain. Some of
the inhabitants fired their own houfcs, that Uicy
might not be plundered by thc enemy; and fomc
killed their wives and chrld™rcn, preferring that they
fhonld die in freedom rather than live in bondage.
Thc fenators were in council when Alexander en-
tered the city, and five hundred of them fled to the
temple of Apollo for fan&uary, but they were all
{lIkin, and the city was pHllaged, and entirely de-
Itroyed. Alexander now returned to BabyUm, after
having employed a year in the expedition «£ainll
Gaza.

Can furren-
derc4 (o Alex-
ander, wlki

AiiMwi Nearly at this period Antiochus Gry-
cryphujdiM,  phus fcjl a facrificc to thc treachery of
wd *fgc. Heraclean in the nine-and-t~fcnticth year
leco* ' of his ibvercignty, and in the forty-iifth

year of his age. He was fuccccacd in
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the government by his fon Scleucus, who commcnccd
war againlt his uncle Antiochus Cyzicenus, whom he
Aibducd in an engagement, and afterwards put to
death. Some time after the deceafe of Cyziccnos,
his fon Antiochus, furnamcd Eufebes, was crowncd
at Arad. He deolarcd war aeainft Scleucus, whom
he defeated and drove out of Syria. Scleucus fled
to Cilicia; and notwithitanding he was received in
a moft friendly manner, he impofcd upon the Mop-
featcs the mou oppreffive taxes, which fo greatly in-
cenfed them againlt him that they fet fire to the
palacc, wherein Scleucus and his attendants were
confumcd.

During thc government of Antiochus Antioduk
Cyzicenus in Syrifi, a brother ofScleucus, GmeuWr
who was alfo named Aniiochiis, declared
war againlt him, in which Cyzicenus loft his life.
He was fucceeded in the fovereignty by his brother
Philip, who reigned over a parr of Syria. Hereupon
Ptolemy Lathurusadvanced Demetrius Euca”rus, his
fourth nrothcr, to the throne of Damafcus. Anti-
ochus defended himfeifwith fingular bravery againit
his brothers: but he efpoufed tic caufc of Laodice,
gueen of the (ialadenes, in thc war againft the Par-
tnians, by whom he was * (lain in battle, after having
manifefted himfeif a man of great intrepidity. His
own brothers, Philip and Demetrius, fucceedcd to
thc government of Syria, as before obfcrved.

About this time Alexander'w’as highly

. - Alnaiidrr,
enraged againlt thc people under his com-  ying inruiie;
mancl. On thc celeoration of the fealt of bir the Jews,
the Tabernacles, it was a cuftom among [ ¢ (hou-

the Jews to march in proceflion,- carrying

boughs of palm and citron. While Alexander was
preparing to affilt in thc ufual folemnities, the people
threw citrons at him, called him flave, and applied
to him other infulting terms. Highly inccnfcd at this
coiKluft, he caufcd lix thoufand of the multitude to
be flain : and he had a partition of wood fixed up to
keep thc crowd from the altar. He entertained no
efteem for the Syrians, and judged it not prudent to
rely on them : but he cholc the Pifidians and Cili

cians as mercenaries for profecuting his fchemes. He
fubducd the~rabians, rendered the Moabites and
Galaadites tributaries, and deftroyed Amathus, with-
out (wpofition from Theodorus. He declared war
againlt Obcd, king of Arabia, during which he was
furprized by an ambufh in the neighbourlK>od of
Gadara, in Galilee, and forced into a craggy and
narrow paflagc, whence, with inlitiite difficulty, he
retrcatea to Jerufalem. A rebellion now enfued,
which continued for the fpacc of fix years, in the
courfe of which no lefs than fifty thoufand lives w”re
loft. Thc king t)ccame extremely defirous to ef™t
a reconciliation: but the more anxiety he exweflicd
on thc fubjeft, the more averfe were the people toa
compliance. At length he afked, by what means he
could fatisfy thcni; and tlje reply was, that he

* Vaillant, in his Numm StiaiiuierMm, cntlcavourt to prove thii
an error of Jofephuj.

would
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would do it bv cutting his own throat. They fo-
licited the afltilancc oJ Demetrius Eucft'rus agaiiill
Alexander.

C HA P XV.

ALEXANDER is defl’d:fd hy DEMETRIUS EU~
CARUS. ALEXANDER fnbduts BETHAMA.
He viajfacres Eight Hundrfd JEWS xuUh thnr
Wives and Children. DEMETRIUS is earned
Prifoner to PARTIIIA, where he dies. .

em etrius Eucaerus led an army confiftinR
Dof three thoufaiid horfe, and forty thoufanu
foot, including auxiliaries, and pitched his camp in
the neighbourhood of Sichem. Alexander inarclied
againll him at the head of about twenty thoufand of
Uis adherents, and about fijt tliouland Circek merce-
naries. Alexander employed every ftratagem his
imagination could fuggelt, to feduce the troops of
his adverfary to join him; and a like condutl was
purfued by Demetrius towards the Greek merce-
naries : but neither of them was able to fucceed.
Thfumj of The armiesjoined battle, and Demetrius
Alecoder ptoved viftorjous. Great havock was
oecoread made on both fidcs: and the auxiliaries of
Oyjiteiremiu.  Alexander fought with alloniiliing braver
ry, every man of them yielding hi* life

Jword in hand. Alexander fled to the mountains,
and companion for his misfortunes foon after in-
duced fix thoufand 5ews to join him. This rein-
forcement proved fo alarming a circumftance tp De-
metrius, that he retired. Tne reft of the'Jews con-
tinued the war againft Alexander, notwithftanding
they were vanquimed, and great (laughter was made
among them in every engagement. At length they
were compelled tp feek refuge; and moft of the Jews,
and among them the principal men, fled to Bethama,
where they were befieged by Alexander, who, after
he had fubdued the town, carried them priJToners
to Jerufalem, where he exercifed u|]>on them the
Horrid cruel- fhocking cruelty. He gave a treat
ticj of Ai«. to his coucubmes in a turret which coni-
ad. mandcd an extenfive profpefcl, and for
the entertainment of his company he caufed eight
hundred Jews to be crucified, and the throats of their
wives and children to be cut at ibe fame time. Thus
were the tortures of th«fe unhapj/y viElims aggra-
vated, by being witneUcs to the barbarity executed
upon thofc to wnom they were connefted by the ten-
<icreft bonds. They had revolted againft their lawful
jbvercign, invited "foreign powers to fupport them
in rebellion, put his crown and life to the moft im-
minent danger, and drove him to the necefTity of
relinquilhing the pofl'cffions he had obtained in- the
wars againft the Moabites and Galaadites, as a gra-
tuity to the kin”™ of Arabia, for declining to efpoufe
the caufe of his refraHory fubjefts: tntde, not to
uicntidn other circiunftances of a fimilar kind, were
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certainly an high provocation to feverity of Minifli-
unnatural rigour. The above inftance of cruelty
rendercfl Alexander fo obnoxious to the Jews, that
they diftinguiflied him by the appellation of* Thra-
cidas. About eight thou and of tne foldiers who had
taken up arjns againft the king, efcaped by night,
and lived in retirement during the remaining j>art of
Alexander’s reign, which he enjoyed ncaceably
after the infurrettion above-mentioned liad been
quelled.* o

From Judaea, Demetrius marched with |y etriic v
ten thoufand foot and one thoufand horfe IfRM Bt i
to belic-ge his brother Philip in the town Wﬁtﬂf&n
ofBeroca. Straton, the friaul of Philip, prifoner, tnd
who held the government of the place, fiBt Dxjr.
applied to Zizus, a prince of Arabia, (i whne
and Mithridates Sinaces, king of Parthia® '
for aftiftancc. Tiiey iupplied a formidable army to
repulfe Demetrius, whole people being greatly dif-
treU'ed for water, and perpetually annoyed by the
darts and arrows of the confederate powers, at
length furrendered, Demetrius lacing taken prifoner,
ana fent as a prefent to Mithrnlates, king ol Parthia.
The Antiochians who were found in the camp were
allowed to return to Antioch. Mithridates behaved
to his prifoner with a degree of liberality and refpeft
that acquired him great honour; but Deing feized
with illnefs, Demetrius did not long furvive. In a
(hort time after Demetjius had been made prifoner,
Philip repaired to Antioch, and afl'umed the govern-
ment of the Syrian dominions. While he was en-
gaged in an expedition againft the Parthians, his
brother Antiochus, otherwife called Dionyfius, pro-
cured himfelf to be invefted with the fovcreignly of
Damafcus. Upon receiving intelligence of this
even' Philip immediately repaired to thee ty. where
he gained admittance by means of Mile/ius, who was
governor of the fort, and depofed Antiochus. He
oft'ered no gratuity to Milefius, left it fliould be ima
gintd that he had been admitted into the town
through biibery, rather than the authority of hiii
name and charatlcr; and for this noglctt that ofiicer
feized an opportunity of r™ycnge. W hile Philip was
engaged in hi* ulual cxercifes and diveriions at the
circus, Milefius fhut the gates of the city againft him,
and determined again to receive Antiocmis; who
upon gaining information of what had happeii’d,
marched out of Arabia, and entered Judaea with an
army of eight thouliind foot, and eight hundred
horle. Hereupon Alexander qaufed a Aiemnif
ditch to be cut of confiderable depth, ex- ceoiiter if-
tending from Caparfaba, which is now [rem®con”
called Antipatris, to the lea of Joppa, i utit
which was the Qiily p~Oage whereby eccefs m  twmy
could be gained to the town. He allp °f Vit

rruud, ioi
erefted a wall of confiderable length, and niinbif nin.

e 'ITie Thrarian* being remarkable for a crueltv of difpofjtion,
according ro 'l hucydidet, fnj other hillojioil wriierf.

3 M a number
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a number of towers, compofed of wood. Antiochus
fct fire to tbefe wooden fortifications, by which means
he gained a pitflage into Arabia. He proceeded to
engage the enemy, who gave way on his firfl attack;
but they foon after advanced with ten thoufand horfe,
and Antiochus encountered them with great vigour,
and a bloody conteft enfued. Antiocluis had fo
greatly the advantage, that he conliderJdid himfcif fe-
cure ofViflory ; but obferving one of the wings in
danger of being overpowered, he eagerly preffed to
its relief, but in tht.attempt it was his fu~tUne to be
flain. The troops were fo difpirited by the death of
their leader, that they fled in confuuon to Cana,
where the majority of them perifhed for want of food.
Merely from a pfincirfe of oppofition to Ptolemy,
the fon of Menna”us, tne people of Damafcus elected
Aretus to fucceed Antiochus Dionyfius in the go-
vernment of Ccelo-Syriav He led an army into Ju-
daea, vanquifhcd Alexander in the neighbourhood of
Addida, and after having concluded a treaty with
him, returned to Damafcus.
Alexander fubdued the city of Dion by
fuduesfee-  afl'ault.  After this enterprize he pro-
rad placer. ceeded to Efl'a, where Zeno had depouted
all his valuable treafure : he environed the place
with three walls, after which he reduced it by afliiult.
He then marched againft Gaulana, Seleucia, the Vale
ofAntiochus, and the fortrefs of Gamala, which places
he alfo conquered by llorm. Many accufations of
mal-adminillration having bt~n exhibited againft Dc-
metriHs, Alexander deprive'd him o£*the regal au-
thority. After having employed three years in the
above expeditions, Alexander condufted his army
back to Jerufalem; and the Jews received him with
the warmeft congratulations, exprefling a perfeft fa-
lisfattion in his condu£t, which had brought their
affairs into fo profperous a train. ,
Enttfire do- At thl” pcriod the Jews were in pofTef-
minioniofthe  fJoH of many confidcrable places in Syria,
J- Idumaea, and Phoenicia; as Apollonia,
Joppa, Jamnia, Azotus, Gaza, Anthedon, Raphia,
Roinocura, and the tower of Straton, on the fea-coaft.
In the inland part of Idumaea, they had Adora, Ma-
rilTa, Samaria, and the mountains of Carmel and
Itabyr, Scythopolis, Gadara, Gaulanitis, Seleucia,
»nd *Gabala: in the country of the Moabites, Elfe-
bon, Medaba, Lemba, Oron. Thelithon, and Zara :
and in Cilicia, Aulon, and Pella. The laft-mentioned
city was deftroyed in confequtnce of the inhabitants
having refufed to adopt the laws and cuftoms of the
Jews, who poflefled many places in Syria, which we
have not particularized.
Aiti»DieT>» Towards the conclufion of his reign,
fickoeband  Alexander b«caa»e violently addided to
intemperance, the confegwence of which
*was a quartan ague. He was aftlifted with this dif-
temper for three years, during which fpace he ftill
continued his attention to the aifairs of government

Alexander

* Card. Norit, In hi* book de Epocha Sftomaced. ciU« Uiis
phce Gamala.
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and the army ; but his excelTes, and the cares an-
nexed to his nation, at length produced his death,
which happened on the frontiers o f the Gerafens,
during the fiege of the caftle of Ragaba, fituated dn
the other fide the river Jordan.

The queen Alexandra judging her con- m. gnecn's
fort beyond the poffibility of recovery, JYenatin
gave way to the violence of'grief, and la- =ajpmn

mented the miferable fituation to which herfelf and
children would be reduced by his death. “ My be-
loved hulband, Cfaid (hej what will be the fate of
your wife and children if wc are deprived ofyour
proteftion, and left to the mercy of your moft inve-
terate foes!” To this Alexander replied, “ | particu-
larly requett that you follow the advice I am about
to give : as the only effeflual means to fecure a peace-
able fuccelTion to yourfelfand children, keep my de-
ceafe profoundly lecret from the army till the caftle
(hall be fubdued; then repair in triumph to Jerufa-
lem with the news of viftory ; anti let your princi

pal care be to ingratiate,yourfe)f into the efteem of
the Pharifeesj for your charafcler will receive its
colour from the intereft you form with that fett, to
whofe opinions thofe of the multitude are entirely
fubfervient. The popular clamour againft me has
been raifed by an oppofition to them. On your ar-
rival at Jerufalem, lend for the principal men among
the Pharifees, expofc my corpfe before them,-and fay,
that from a veneration of their piety and juflicc, you
reSgn the body either to be allowed the ceremony of
interment, or be treated with contempt and indignity
in return for my paft unworthy conduft, as their dil-
cretion lhall didlate; and allure them, ihat in this,
and all other matters of a publit nature, you will ob-
fervean iinplicit obedience to their authority. Fol-
low this counfel, and my remains will infallibly re-
ceive the honours of a magnificent funeral; and
yourfelfand your offspring will be cftabliflK d in the
dignities of the royal ftation.” Having concluded
this fpeech, Alexander expired, in the twenty-
feventh year of his fovereignty, and in the forty-
ninth of his age.

CHAP. XVI.

HYRCANUS, the eldfft Son of ALEXANDER, is
advanced to the pontificate. ARISTOBULUS leads
an Army againjl PTOLEMY. The SiegeofPTO-
LEMAIS by TIGRANES, King of ARMENIA.
MITHRIDATESvanquifhed by LVCULLUS. The
Forts belonging to Queen ALEXANDRA fubmit»
ARISTOBULUS, wh”e Wife and Children fhe
imprifons. ALEXANDRA dies.

‘A H E caftle being fubdued, the queen,
X in conformity to the direflion of her

late huftiand, delivered the body to the
Pharifees, to be difpofcd of as they ftiould
judge expedient, and fubmittcd the adminiftration
entirely

uin.
te
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entirely to their direftion. This conduft acquired

friendfliip of the Pharifees,
who had hitherto been her molt inveterate enemies;
thejr harangued the m«ltitude, highly-Extolling the
merits of Al~exander, and lamenting the lofs of I'o
excellent a fovereign; and their dilcourfe had fuch
anctieci upon the people, that they determined to
oblcrve hi* funeral with a magniHcence fuperior to
what had been known on any ffirmer occafion.

Hymnut Alexander left two 16ns, the elder of
rtifti o the  Whom wrs namcd Hyrcanus, and the other
~-prie Ariftobulus; but the regal dignity he be-

gueathed to his queen Alexandra. Hyr-
canus was not qualified for affairs of flate, being na-
turally difpofea toalife of eafe. Ariftobulus was of
an aftive and intrepid difpofition. The difapproba-
tion which the queen exprefled of the adminillration
during the life of her hufband, obtained her the fa-
vour of the people. Through her intereft Hyrcanus
was appointed to the office of high-priett ; this dif-
tinfclion was not given hir™ on account of his feni-
oritv to Arillobulus, buton the confideration that he
might be governed with the lealt difficulty. Though
the government was conduced under the authority
of the queen’s name, lhe was a mere inftrument to the
Pharifees, to whofe will (he exafted a Itrifcl obedi-
ence in her fubjefts. The traditions and ordinances
of the Pharifees, which had been fupprefled by her
father-in-law, fhe caufcd to be revived, at the in-
ftance of this feft, who alfo obtained her concur-
rence to the return of exiles, and fuch other meafures
as they were inclined to ettett. She conhderably
augmented her own troops, and had a mercenary
army in conftantpay.
intrigues INntiislaft, and fome other particular
ie»«ritie»of inftances, file afcled independent of the
trelhirifte. Pharifees. Her.great power rendered her
fo formidable to the neighbouring ftates, that they
fent her hoftages as a fecurity for not committing
atls of hoftility. The Pharifees were perpetually
urging the queen to a6ts which fomented difordcrs
in the government. They became exceedingly im-
portunate for vengeance to be executed upon thofe
who hadadvifed taking away the livdP'of the eight
hundred Jews, of whom we have already fpoken.
In compliance with their requeft, Jiogenes was put
to death, and%fter him many others. At
length the leading men among thofe who

komon(\rd4nce

of AriiVobu*

ku «nd hit were prefecuted by the Pharifees repaired
adberenti H : H
agaorimem. L0 the queen, Ariftobulus being at their

head; and hi#countenance manifefted the
abhorrence he entertained of the public meafures.
The adherents of Ariftobulu* reprefented to the
queen, that in the utmoft extremity of danger they
had preferved an uniform ioyalty to their late fove-
rcien, who had generoufly rewarded their fervices;
and they fupplicated, that fince they had efcaped
the perils of war, they might not be fticrificed to the
malevolence and treacheo' of their domeftic ene-
mies. They added, that if their perfecutors would,
proceed no further m their fanguinary purpofe, froya
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a refpeft to thcir fuperiors, they would fupprcfs
future complaints on what had been already perpe-
trated. They requefted that if thdir adverfaries
were permitted to continue their cruelties, the queen
would allow them to withdraw, faying they would
rather yield their lives in the palace than retire from
her jurifditlij)n without her confent. They obfcrved,
that to countenance the declared enemies ol”hcr de-
ceafed confort, at the expence of his apprt)ved
friends, would be a fevere reproach upon her ma-
jefty’s hofiowr; and Aretas, the .Arabian king, and
other hoftile p>owers, would enjoy a peculiar plea-
fure upon learning that ihe had driven from her
court the men who had been fo formidable, that
their very names had formerTy ftruck them with ter-
ror. They laid, that if lhe was determined to yield
every confideration to the ambition of the Pharifees,
they had only to folicit her majefty to grant them per-
million to retire into caftles and garrifons, where
they would terminate a miltrable exiftence, honour-
ably Iharing the common calamities which feeined to
await the friends of the dcceafed king. <

Thefe expoftulations drew tears from the auditors,
who invoked the ghoft of Alexander to compaffionate
thofe who had been flain, and thole whom it was ap-
Erehended would experience a fimilar fate. Arifto-

ulus (poke with the moft freedom on the public
caufe, and he was the Icaft referved in uttenng re-
proaches upon his mother. The people who were fo
heavily opprefled were jhemfelves the caufe of the
calamities thftr experienced, by vefting the go-
vernment in the hands of an impetuous and yin-
difctive woman, notwithlianding the empire might
have been legally conligned to a fuccefTorof the male
line.

Being greatly embarraffed by the con-

The que”n
daft ,of the malecontents, the queen girti the 4G
judged fhe could not adopt a more expe- Stated
dient meafure than that ofappointing them .1 fnutj
to retire to feveral garrifons and places of ;I)Illalceotﬂ;'t\jlclr(z-

ftreiigth : but it was flipulated that they
ihould not enter Hyrcania, Alexandria*,
and Machaeras, mv.’hich places fhe had depofitedher
jewels and other valuable treafure. Soon after this
(lie fent Ariftobulus at the head of an army to oppofe
Ptolemy, furnained Menna:us, near Damafcus, he
being a turbulent prince, and ecceediiigly vexa-
tious to his neighbours: but he returned without
efieding any confiderable enterprife.

While affairs remained in this fituation, ¢  qiion of
Alexandra received intelligence that Ti- Tijrac
granes, king of Armenia, had marched an ::':[ftgt‘fslr*
Hnmenfe army into Syria, and that his de- T
fign was to penetrate into Judaea. In con-
fequencc of this alarming intelligence, the queen
diipatched an en\balFy, Aarged to make compli-
ments and prefent gifts toTigranes, who was then
encamped before Ptolemais. The queen Selene,
otherwife named Cleopatra, who held the govern-
ment of Syria, animated her fubjcfls to oppofe the
epcratioiu of Tigranes. The ambafladorti fent by

Alexandra

heifelf.
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Alexandra on the part of the whole Jewifli people,
ewere favourably received, and Tigranes allured them
of afriendly difpofition, acknowledging that he con-
lidered hinifelfnighly honoured by the queen’s fend-
ing an embaHy to niiii at fo great a dillance. Tigra-
ncs fubdued Ptolemais, and immediately after that
enterprize received information that Mithridates
havings been Touted and purfued by Lucullus, had
fled into Siberia; and that Lucullus being unable to
overtake him, had marched into Armenia, where he
was then committing great devaltation™ Hereupon
Tigranes drew off his army, and refolvcd to provide
for the fafety of his own dominions.

Alexandra heiiig feized with a dange-
rous illnefs, ArifloDulus judged that he
fhould not meet a more favourable oppor-
tunity for executing the defigns he had
formed. Accompanied only by one at-
tendant, he went privately nv night to the forts and
rallies where the friends* of his late father refidcd.
He was greatly dilfatisfied with the conduft of his
mother; and he became uneafy upon redefcling, that
if death fhould be the conicquence of her prefent
indifpofnion, the whole family would be at the mercy
of the Pharifees, who had an abfohite authority over
their creature Hyrcaiuis, the next in fucceflion.to
the government, and that he was totally unqualified
for executing a public truft. He communicatcd his
purpofe only to his wifcj whom leaving, with his
children, at Jerufalem, he repaired to Agada, where
an inhabitant of diltinguifhed rank, tamed Galates,
gave him a liberal reception. On the day after that
of his departure, his, abfcnce was obferved by Alex-
andra, who, however, entertained no idea ot his in-
tention, till flie was informed that feveral fortreffes
had fubmitted to him. For when one place had ac-
cepted his propofals, the example was immediately
followed by the reft. The g™ueenand her party were
thrown into the utmoft coimernation, judging Arif-
tobulus to be a man qualified to fucceen in the entcr-
prife he had und«irtaken; and they were further
alarmed by the dreadful apprchenfion that they

Ariftobului
farmi idefign
of obtaining
«he p)vern.
ment.
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fhould be called to a fevere account for the barbari-
ties they had exercifed upon his friends. The wife
and children of Ariflobulus were feized, and con-
fined under'f ftrong guard in the citadel adjacent'to
the temple. The people repaired in great Ther.pid i«
bodies to the prince, who in fifteen days aeafeofhii
was mafter of two and twenty caflles. He .
~Needily affembled an army from Mount Libanus,
Trachonitis, ana the heighbouring powers, who were
readily inclined to fupport the ftronger party, from
the enefc'tation of the advantage they fhould derive
by affifting in the ellablifhment of a new Kking.
Hyrcanus and the elders requcfkd that the queen
would give diredions as to the meafures they were to
purfue. They informed her of the great power of
Ariflobulus, faying their fituation was defjpcrate, but
that though ruin was to enfue, they could not att
without her concurrence. She replied, that the ftate
of her mind and body rondered her wholly incapable
of the cares of government, which fhe refigned en-
tirely to their managenjent: adding, that there was
no deficiency either of men or money. Otathof
Having delivered thefe words, fhe ex-
pired, in the feventy-third year of her age, and in
the ninth of her reign.

Alexandra was a woman highly ambiti- Her charac-
ous of honour and command, and fo par- «e
ticularly afiiduous in the difpatch of public bufinefs,
that fhe may ferve as a worthy example to rulers of
the other fex. She attended to prefent circumflan
c«, without vainly endeavouring to penetrate into
kiturity. She was moderate in the exercife of her
authority, and lived in hijfjn reputation for juftice
and integrity. After her deceafe, the errors of her
government were confpicuous in the calamities ex-
perienced by the royal family. The queen having
chofen the enemies of her houfe for her advifers, is
to be juftlv attributed as the caufe of the misfortunes
which followed. During her reign, however, fhe
preferved the government in uninterrupted tran-
quillity.

Ai«an<ire,

B O O K XIV.
Containing the HISI ORY of the TRANSACTIONS, from the YEAR of the
WORLD 3898, to 3929. t
CHAP l.

HYRCANUS defeated ly ARISTOBULUS. An
Accommodation between them.

eftin the third year of the Olympiad one
Hor-

Metellus Creticus were confuls.

I IYRCAN U S entered on the office of high-

dred and feventy™feVen”™ when Q.
4cnrius, Aod Q.

Ariflobulus inflantly prepared to attack him, and a
battle was fought near Jericho, in which Hyrcanus
was routed, many of his troops deferting to the op-
pofite party, and himfelf obliged to take refuge in
the citadel, wheFe, by the command of the mother of
Ariflobulus, his wife and children were imprifoned ;
the reft of Hyrcanus’stroops fought for fafety within

the
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the verge of the temple, bin in a little while wen’ in-
duced to lubjTiit. The paflions of the brothers being
at length cooled, they mutually agreed that the poi-
fcffionof the government fliould be fecvired to Arif-
tobulus, while Hyrcamis fhould enjoy his private
fortune in the maiuier molt agreeable to himfeif.
This agreement was figned in the temple, and vali-
dated by the ceremonies of joining hands, pledging
their public faith,, and enibraciitg cach other in the
(ight of all the an'embly: and this being done, Arif-
tobulus departed to his palace, and Hyrcanus to his
private apartments in the fame building.

Antiprer Among the adherents of Hyrcanus was
Binypthe a certain Iduma:an, named Antipater,
~mortal foe to Ariftobulus. He

n ouui, vas a man of fortune, ofan aftive but li-

tigious difpofition; and from an enmity which had
lonfffabfiffed between him and Ariftobulus, he fought
to degrade the latter in the opinion of the people, by
every poifible method of calumny and detraflion;
and at length fo far prevailedn as to excite their jea-
loufy and fear of him. Antipatei- ufed to infinuate
how unreafonable it was that the elder brother Ihould
be fuperfeded by the younger, to the excluding him
from his government and birthright; and hinted,
that it was a difgrace to the many noble Jews who
permitted fuch an aflumption of power. In the fame
manner he talked to Hyrcanus, whom be advifedto
fecrete himfeif, fince the oppofite party could not
but have a defign on his life, knowing that his bro-
ther was not fate while he lived. Hyrcanus was a
man of an unfufpe£ling difpoiition, on whom this
difcourfe appeared to have little effett; but his bro-
tlicr Ariftooulus was of warm and violent paffions.
Haix%iiefk0  Antipater perceived that his infinuations
areiv n litt  did not operate on Hyrcanus as hewifhed;
iwifa Uyr-  but he Itifl urged him to avoid his brother,
cenw. it"ngth he prevailed on him to offer
his friendfiiip and lisrviccs to Aretas, king of Arabia,
and claim his protcftion in return; and this advice
appeared the more reafonable, as Arabia was adja-
cent to Judafa. This relblution b”ing made, Anti-
pater repaired to Aretas, and having obtained hjs
oath not to deliver Hyrcanus into ,U|C liands of his
enemies, he returned to him with an”account of the
fuccefs of his expedition. Having remained a little
while at Jerufalem, he conduEled flyrcanus out of
the city by night, and, making long journies,
brought him fafe to the city of Petra, where the
courtof Aretas was kept. He r>ow exerted all his
influence with the king toeflabliih Hyrcanus in his

Aeta pro- patcmal right; and, at length, by pre-
mifts him fents and arguments” induced him to con-
>ifidvie fent. At the faine time Hyrcanus pro-

niifed that if, through the king’s means, he fliould
be fettled in his government, ne would reftore the
twelve cities which his father had taken from the
Arabians. '

C HA P I

ARISTOBULUS dfjeattd by 4 RETAS, who drives
X0.12.

ities

of the jews. K

hm to the Temple, and aJptnUs hin there. The
JEWS retire to EGYPT, to celebrate the Feaji of
unleavened Bread. ON IAS floned to Deaths

retas, encouraged by the pro- . ~
mifcs of Hyrcanus, colleQed an' c'L.’ AdftV.
army of fifty tHoufand cavalry and infan- g

try, with which he marched againflAriflo-
bulus, whom he foon overcame; and
manyof hi* troops dcferting to Hyraanus, he retreat-
ed to Jerufalem, to which place Aretas purfued him,
and attacked him in the temple; moll of the people,
except the priefts, now taking the part of Hyrcanus;
while Aretas, with his Jewill™ as well as Arabian
forces, prefTed on with the utmoft alacrity. As the
fcafl of unleavened bread approached, at the time
this war was depending, the principal Jews retired
into Egypt; and at this period Onias, a holy man,
fecreted nimfelf, in the expefclation of a civil war.
The Jews, imprefl'ed with an idea of the piety of
Onias, intreated him, that, as his prayers had for-
merly delivered them from famine, he would now
denounce a curfe on Arillobulus and his people,
that they might be freed from the miferies of war,
Onias hefitated j but the people repeatedly urging
him, he ftood up in the miall of them, and laid,
‘““ Thou, O God, art the King of kings; and finci?
it fo happens, that we who now ftand before thee are
thy people, and thy priells arc thofe who arc be-
fieged in the ,temple, i» humbly intreat thatihou
wouldcft not liftcn to the prayers of either party tp
deftroy the other!” Thus faying, a jet o,i,, fchi,
of villainous Jews uoned him to death; pay
and his barbarous murder was avenged in
the following manner. During the attack
of the temple, the time of the feaft of unleavened
bread Hrrived, when it was cuflomary for thi>Jews to
offer a number of facrifices : but the parties befiegccj
being deficient, defired the others to fupplytheinj
and a thoufand drachmas, ready money, for each
beaf>,was the agreed price. Thepriefis and Ariftobu-
lus let down this money in a bag, from the wall of the
temple: but when the affailants had received it, they
reftifed to deliver the beafts f)r farrifiee, thus not
only robbing menj but defrauding God of the facri*
fice. intended for his fervice. On this infamous con-
duft the priefts united in prayer, that Go(l would
not permit the crime to efcape without puniflimcnt.
An immediate judgment was the confequenre of
their prayers: a violent tcmpeft delconded, which
cut oft the fruits of the earth throughout the pro-
vince : fo that fifteen drachmas was the price of a
fingle meafure of wheat.

At this period Hompey being kept in

Armenia, in cofifequence t)f a war with Rooun giwi-
Tigranesj difpatched Scaurus into Syria,

who arriving at Damafcus, found that

Metcllus andLollius had lately made cap- mercHwv

ture ofthat city, and therefore proceeded

towards Judxa. While he was on his Avay thiijieri

an embaffador arrived from Hyrcanus, and anotlicT

from Ariftobulus, cach to treat of an alliance offcn-
3N 1 ftvc



