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C H A P .  VI.

J U P A S  and M A T T H IA S  inveigh againjl the Gol
den Eagle. They, with forty olhen, taken Prifonen. 
T h n  iheir ConditB, but are fent in Bonds to
J E R IC H O . M A T T H IA S  depcfei, and J O Z A R  
aflvanced in his Jlead. The Ringleaders o f the Sedi
tion hiirnt alive. H E R O D  fends for S A L O M E  
and A L E X A S . A hoi-rid Order given by H E R O D .

iiinefior T J E R O D  being taken extrem ely ill,
H e ro d ,  a n d  X x  mafic lils will, and having, through
î ame pjrticu. the alpci fions o f  Autipatcr, loli all good
wiu* ** opinion o f Archelaus and Philip, he ap

pointed, his youngelt (bn to fucceed him. 
He bequeathed a thoufand talents to Caefar, and 
five hundred more to Julia the emprefs, Ifls children, 

'friends and freemen. T o  his fifter Salome he be
queathed a large fortune, in ’confideration o fh e ru n - 
ccafing affetlion for him; and the red o f  his poffef- 
fions, in money, lands and revenues, he left to his 
fons and grand-children. Herod was now on the 
verge o f feventy years o f age, and as his illnefs in- 
creafcd greatly, his recovery was dcfpaired of: he 
was exceedingly pafTionate and furious, and his d]f- 
pofition was fo much foured by his illnefs, that it 
was impoffible to do any thing which would afford 
him fatisfafclion. In fa6t, what gave him the molt 
uneaTinefs was h’is own pride, in confequence o f  an 
idea which he entertained that the people had’ taken 
an antipathy to hini, and hated him to fuch a degree 
as to take fatisfaftion in whatever made him un
happy: and he was rather conHrmed in this opinion 
thari otherwife, by a difturbance which happened 
during his illnefs, occalioncd by the inftigations and 
artful management o f  certain men o f  eminent clif- 
tinftion, who took the lead in the affairs; o f which 
the following are the particulars:
Seduion raif. Am ong thc Jews there were two men 
tdbyindw who had acquired a fingular degree o f 
and Mitthiu. rcputation, for iheir diftinguifhcjd know
ledge in general, and their fingular (kill in the praC': 
lice o f the law in particular. Thefe perfons were 
likewife very great favourites with the people, in 
confequence o f the cari^they took in educating their 
children in the knowledge and pratlice o f  their 
feveral duties, and the profellions for which they 
were intended, to which the prectptors devoted al- 
mort the whole o f  their time. T he names o f thefe 
men were Judas, the fon o f  Sariph*us, and Mat
thias, the fon o f  Margolothus. Thefe two eminent 
perfons had no fooner received information that the 
King’s friends defpaired o f  his life, than they imme
diately impreflcd the young men with an idea o f 
fetting about the bufinefs o f reforrnation; advifed 
thert to deflroy all thefe new eretlions and ftruc- 
turt which Herod had caufed to be built, contrary 
to thc ancicntlaws o f  the country; and they alfured 
them, that they fhould infallibly meet with aji ample

B reward, i f  they approved themfelves valiant cham
pions in defence o f  the truth : they advifed them 
likewife to refleft, that all the difturbances and con
tentions which had happened in the royal family, as 
well as the defperate difeaffr under which the king 
laboured, were fimply denunciations o f  the divine 
vengeance againll him for having' violated th(t.a«ti-*  ̂
ent cuftoms; and this point was particularly infilled 
on by Judas and Matthias. ^

Am ong others, a fingular inflance o f 
fuperftitioufAnagnificenc^ was thc dedica- *epoVe4 
liop o f  a golden eagle, o f extraordinary puiuowmthe 
weight, and immenle value, which was 
placed over the portal o f the temple.| Now this be
ing clearly contrary to thc dTiretUons contained in 
our laws, which pofitively prohibit the u feoffu ch  or
namental figures in fuch fuuations, JudaS and M at
thias advifed their followers to pull down the eagle, 
in an addrefs to the following p u rp o rt: “  W e con- 
fefs that it will be an enterprife attended with fome 
danger; but an honourable death is to be prclerrcd 
to a life o f  ignominious eafe. You cannot forfeit 
your lives in any way that wiM redound more to your 
credit, than in the affertion o f  thc laws and rites o f  
your country, which will immortalize your names. 
I f  this diflintlion be not fought for, the brave and 
the ignoble will be equally undiftinguifhed in the 
fame common grave; wherefore perfons o f  unfullied 
honour, and fuperior virtue, would aft well even to 
court death, which is but a common fate, by fecking 
a proner and glorious opportunity to etpbrace it; 
and thus depart from a troublefOme world with fatifl 
faftion. The dread o f mortality, and even the pain 
o f dying are taken away, when a man departs this 
life in the confcioufnefs that he has afcled a proper 
part in it, and he at once tranfmits both the fame 
and the reward o f  his atlions to thofe that mav fuc- 
ceed him.”

This addrefs was no fooner ended than itf.dcftroved 
a report was fprcad o f  the death o f  the by th e  p o p u -  

kin g; which added to what they had juft 
heard, had fuch an effeft upon the people, that thev 
were animated in the htghefl degree, and though 
is was now noon day, they got upon the portal, pul
led down the eagle, and cut it to pieces with tli6ir 
axes, in the prefence o f  an immenfe number o f  
fpetlators who were affembled in the temple. T hc 
news o f this outrage had no fooner reached Herod’s 
commandcr in chief, than he aflembled a large body 
o f  troops, and haftened away to the fpot, to prevent 
the perpetration o f farther milchief; though, in fa6l, 
he found what had happened to be much left con- 
fiderable than he had miagined. W hen he camc to 
the fpot there was no appearance o f  an enemy to be 
feen, except a rabble o f people might be deemed 
fuch, who had neither arms, nor were under difci- 
pline, and were eafily difperfed, on thc firfl attack 
made .upon them: the ftaders, however, Judas and 
Matthias, with about forty o f their adherents, main
tained their ground, as they made it a point o f 
honour not to fly on this occafion.

Thefe
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J j 4 i i a n d  
Machiji 
e a k tn  i liu i 
euftoiy, Aiul 
r» » ii i i r e d ' by  
t l e r ix j .

Th«>fe bfing immcdiaiitly tpkcn into 
cuftoily, were condudttl to H cnxl, vh o  
dcmanclfd o f  ihcn» how du-v dared to 
commit |uch an outrage iij)un llic J’a n cd  
ligure o fjU c f^agle; on viltich theymada a 

reply in fublbn ce as Collows: “■ W<; have for a coi>- 
■̂ incrxihle time pail entertained tlHMightsof this at- 
i'air. and having at. come to a riTohition o f
carrying it iixy» execuiiun, we conceive that wc itavf 
at'UQ a« men oC hoiiour and fpirit ought to have 
done. As to the deed we have done, it Vas in ailer- 
tion o f  the honour o f  Alm iahty G od, in purfuanoe 
o f  that great teacher whofe aifcip1«ts wc are proud to 
l)e thought. W e bcfcecii you, Sir, not to deem it 
an a d  worthy your afttininiincnt, i f  we havc’given 
a preference to the la v̂s whicli were tranliiiitted to 
us by Mofes, and wliicU lie received Irom God hiin- 
fclf, to any other laws or commands whatfoever. W e 
cannot conceive ofourfclves as fulferers for any cri
minal aCtion; but for having done our duty, and 
obeyed the diftates o f  our confcicnces; and, in a 
caufc o f this kind, we are ready to fubmit to death, 
or t6 any other punifljment that may be iniiicled.” 
It was evident that in all they faid and did refpecling 
(this matter, there was a perfetl correfpondence be- 
tvveen their fentitnents and afctions, and that thty 
were as ready to albide the coufequcnce as they had 
been to tranlaft the deed.
t i .« y . r e  fcn t Sooo after this Herod font them in bonds 
b sh m 'i to  to Jericho, where he convened a large
jtncho. afl'embly o f tlie Jews, and being himfelf
at this tiirie very much indiljK)fed by ilinefs*, he 
was carried into the council-room in a chair, where 
he made the following I’peech on the occafio ii; “  You 
arc not infcnfible o f  the unabating ardor, and un
wearied pains with which I have conlulted the in- 
tered o f  the public: you know that at an immenle 
charge, I have re-conftrufted the temple, for the ac- 

.commodation o f the people; a work which, in the 
fpace o f an hundred and twenty-five years, the 
whole race o f the Afmona-an family were unable to 
accomplilh. Y ou are apprifcd that I did not only 
rebuild this fabric, but endowed it, and enriched it 
with ornaments, and prefented it, with ample dona
tions, correfpoiident with the magnificence o f the 
jwork: yet at length, when I conceived that, after 
my deccafe, tny memory would have been preferved 
by the diftinguifhed fpkndor o f  m y works, and that 
the good offices I had done would navs perpetuated 
m y glory, I am infulted while living; for benefits 
conferred, indignities are offered: the people are 
witnefi'es o f  the affronts given to me at noon dav; 
the gifts and ornaments 1 have bellowed on the 
temple are torn from thence: aiui facrilege
is the confequence o f  a pre-detfermined malicious

proceeding; bqt it is not to me fo mifch as to G od, 
.tiiat the aiiront is oftered.”

T he principal people o f  the council, unable, to 
judge how far Herod might be tranfported by the 
impulfe. o f  his cruelty, thought it the mod prudent 
mctTiod to fecure themfelves bvan  early declaration 
o f tht'ir opinion. 'I'his they did by averringi that 
they were wholly innocent o f  the faO complained 
of, and, that according to their fentiments, tne,‘riot
ers merited the fevereil punifliment. This declara
tion was very pleafmg to the k in cr but The.iiigh. 
he deprived Matthias o f  the office o f  p.ieftiwod*

• high-priclt, prefuruing that'hc wat con- 
cenied in the contrivance, and bellowed givenio'jo*," 
it on his brother-in-law Jozar. W hile 
the above-named Matthias exercifed the pontifical 
ofKcc, it happened on a.particular night, preceding 
a day appointed for fading, that he dreamt he flept 
with his wi+‘e ;  by which circumdance he became 
unqualified for the difcharge o f his duty the next' 
day, on which occafionliis near relation Jofeph, the 
fon o f  Elem us, was comrrriffioncd to fupply his place 
for that day. Herod having deprived Matthias o f  
the ofbce o f  hifh-prieft, iftued o:-ders that the otjier 
Matthias, the principal in the latK tumultuou.s pro- 
ceedingsj, fliould be burnt alive, tog^ether with all 
his affociates.. T here happened to be an eclipfe o f  

. thl: moon on the night thefe orders were carried in
to execution.

Herod’s illne& now increafed to n 
fliocking height, and was univei'fally d i( te i t ip e r ,* n d  

deemed to be a judgm ent on him for the «»>c lormem. 
excefs o f  his crimes. He had an inward 
fever which parche<l him to an excelTive degree, 
that it feemed as if his infide Was burnt. His appe
tite was voracious as that o f  a dog: he w b s  tor
mented w'ith a cholic, and ulcers in tire bowels; his 
feet and groin were fwelled with tumours; his fecret 
parts were filled with worms, and putrifying; he had 
a pedilential and painful tentigo, with cramps, con- 
trafclions o f the nerves, and an adhma: in a word, 
fo extraordinary were his fuflcrings, that men tif 
fkill, philofophy, and religion, combinetl in the opi- 
nit)n that he was vilited by the immediate hana o f 
G o d * , Yet though his pains were as fevere as his 
diforder was hopeiefs (jf cure, he h im ld f was the 
the only perGjn who did nq» defpair, but dill con
tinued to fend far and near for I’rtfli phyficians, and 
to inquire for new remedies.

A t length he pafl'ed over the river Jordan to the 
hot baths at Callirrhoe, which make their way into 
the lake o f  Afphaltites. Thefe waters are very agree
able in tade, exclufive o f the mineral virtue they 
poflefs. W hen he was at this place, his phyficians 
gave orders that he fhould be placed up the flioul-

*  W e  need w jt w onder that the vengeance o f  heaven (hould fall 
uncom m on ly hciivy upon this monflrr o f  barbarity and w ickednef*, 
when w e reflcft on the inany enormou* crim es he hail been g u ilty  
o f  d u r i n g  hi» governm ent; am one w h ich  w e m ay reckon his mur
d e rin g , ?ooa after the b in h  o f  C h rift, '• a ll the children that were

in  Bethlehem , and alJ the coafts thereof, from  tw o years old and un
d e r , ’ M a tt. ii .  i6 .  In fhort, hj« w hole Kfe feemed to compofe 
one unvaried fcene o f  pride, am bition, v ice , and cruelty, render
in g  him  dctcibibie both to G o d  and incB.

ders
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ders jn a vefTel o f  o i l; which being done, he was 
feized with fuch a fainting fit, that his attendanut, 
fuppofing him to be dead, burft out into fuch cries 
and lamentations, that he was, for the prefent, re
covered by the noile they made.

H erod by this time began to fee that he had but 
flattered himfelf with that continuation o f  life which 
was not to be Cxpefted; whereupon he ordered a 
donjition o f  fifty drachmas to be given to each o f 
his foldiers, and having direfted larger fums to be 
diftributed among his officers and rriends, he re
turned to Jericho: but he had not been long at that 
place before the wickednefs o f  his difpofition tempted 
him to think o f  taking leave o f  the world, by an aft more 
dreadful and diabolical than perhaps ever entered into 
the mind o f any other man to conceive. H e iffued a 
fummons to all the Jews o f  the grcateft diltinftion 
in the countrv, to attend him at Jcricho without lofs 
o f  time, and denounced the penalty o f  death on their 
omiflion. Having m^de their appearance agreeable 
to the order, he dirc6icd thJlt they (hould all be fliut 
up together within the circus, or tilt-yard, without 
the Icaft inquiry as to their guilt or innocence.
S h o c k i n ,  in.  ̂ This bcing donc, hc fent for his fiftcr 
ftaoceofhii Salome, and her hulband Alexas, and on 
5^1-Z.Th" their attendance, addrefled them in the 

*' * ■ following manner. “  I am now drawing 
towards my end. M y pains are very great; alia 
I mult yield to the inevitable ftroke o f death, the 
fate which is allotted to mankind in general. I mult 
acknowledge that it would give me fome kind o f 
concern, to think tijat I fhould be deprived o f  thole 
funeral honours which is cuftomary to pay to fove- 
reign princes. I am not infcnlible what kmd o f treat
ment I am to expeft at the hands o f  the Jews. T h e y  
have detefted me during m y life, and will rejoicc 
to learn the news o f  my death: but it is yet in the 
power o f  you two to afford me Ibme fktisfafMon even 
in my laft tnoments: and I think that you owe me 
this obligation, in return for all the favours I have 
conferred on you. I therefore befeech you to at
tend to the ord^crs I give, and I yet promife m yfelf 
one o f  the moft honourable funeral folemnities by 
which any prince was ever diltinguiflied: thd thought 
even now glads my heart, that at the conclufion o f 
my life there Ihould be a ffcneral mourning, in 
which every tear that î  {hod fliali j>rocccd from the 
■unfeigned diiitates o f  tTie heart. That this purpofe 
may Be efFetlcd, I direfcl that .-js foon as ever my 
bo(w fliall be brcathleis, the circus be encompafled 
by u^ldicrs, and the word o f  command being given, 
let every man within it be put to death. But let 
no mention be made o f my decree till this work be 
accomplifhcd. B y the carcful performance o f  this 
order you will doubly oblige me : in the firlt place 
by the execution o f  my will, and in the fecond by ' 
occafioning a general mourning to celebratc my 
death.” H erod accompanied this fneech with in- 
celfant tears, and b efo u ^ t Salome ana Alexas, by all 
the facred ties o f  frienofhip, mutual confidence, and 
confanguinity, to be puntlual and faithful in the dif- 
charge o f  what he had comnnitted to their care; and 

N o. iG.

they fojemnly promifed him an uirreferved obedience 
to all his commands.

I am aware that fome perfons, on rc- Refleflion <» 
colleQion o f  the horrid barbarities o f  hi*«n»i»a«£ 
Herod to his neareft relations in former 
inltances, will be o f opinion that the ftcps taken 
may be in fome meafure juftified by the ncce{?i4̂ ' o f  
his being, cruel in his own defence, to prevent the 
ill cffefts o f their mutual je a lo u fie s ^ a  competiti
ons: but his charafter, in this latt afcl, marks him 
for one o f flie moft unnatural favages that ever was 
diftinguiflied by the human form. W hen he fimnd 
his life advancing haftily to a period, he left orders 
to doom others to deftru£tion, taking eff'eftual care 
that the whole nation flioultf mouni for him, fince, 
in obedience to his commands, it mult happen that 
at Icaft one in each family would fall a lacrifice to 
the rigid order. W hat adds to the infamy o f this 
proceeding is, that there was no provocation, or iii- 
ju ry  intenaed, nor any plaufible realbn or pretext 
for the perpetration o f  it. Am ong perfons attuatcd- 
by any fenfe o f  religion or the common fecHngs of’ 
humanity, the greateft enemies are recotjcilcd- by 
the approach o f  death, and all animofities are buriod 
in the grave.

C H A P .  VII.

CjE S A R  wrifti to H E R O D , that A C M E  ii jnd to 
Death, ani A N T I P A T E K  left to his Father's Dif~ 
pofal. H E R O D  prevented from  killing h im fd fly  
A H IA B . A N T I P A T E R , fuppojing the King  
dead, offers to bribe the Keeper to let him rfcape. 
The Keeper gives the King Intelligence o f this C ir-  
cumflance, who orders one o f  his Guards to kill 
A I ^ I P A T E R . H E R O D  appoiiUs A R C H E ^  
L A U S to fiicce'd him; he is acknovdedged King. 
H EROD'S pompous Fimtral.

At  the period that Ilerod was giving Acme put t» 
his final orders to his relations, hjs 

embafladors arrived from Rome, with an anfwer to 
the letters they carricd toCa:far, the purport o f which 
was in fubllance as f o l l o w s T h a t  Acme had b cm  
put to death by the order o f Cielar, for having heldl 
a corrcfpondence with Aniipater, but that the em
peror leu the death or baiiiHunent, or other p*ni(h- 
ment, o f  Antipater to the difcrciion o f the king his 
father.” Herod feemed to be greatly ploafed at flit 
confideration that Acme had received condign pu- 
niftiment, and much gratified by the perniiflion t<> 
a& as he thought proper with his I'on. But the paina 
o f  his illnefs foon incr«aftd to a great degree; and 
in a kind o f  greedy fit o f hunger, he afked for a knife 
and an apple, as it was his c.ommon cuftom to pare 
his own apple*, and eat them by degrees, as his in
clination demanded them. H e wa» ix) looner fup-

4 K  pliod
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vented.

plied with the knife, than he was obferved 
to look about him as if he cnteruined an 
idea o f (tabbing him felf; but bein^ atten
tively watched by his nephew Ahiab, he 
was prevented from perpetrating the deed 

juft as he had lifted his right hand to make tlie Itrokc; 
^ h j ^  feizing it, and making a loud exclamation. 
T he noifc occafioncd by tlus circum llance alarmed 
the court a fecond tim e; and the people "in general 
jcjitcrtaincd no doubt but that the king was at the 
point o f  dcath.^ i

Antipater being informed o f  this circumflance, was 
.confident in his own mind that his father was d ead ; 
and as he had no doubt but that he {hould now pro
cure his libcrtyj he Kkewife entertained fanguine 
hopes o f  obtaining poITenion o f  the throne. Im- 
prcITcd with this idea, he fpoke to his keeper to ad
mit o f  his difcharge, making him ample offers o f 
sratification, at prcfent, and promifing that he Ihould 
be preferred when he came to the crown, if  he would 
comply with his requefl.; but the keeper, fo far from 
acceding to the terms, went immediately and in - ' 
formed the king o f  all that had happened. Now 
Aniip.wi' H erod entertwned no fmall degree o f en- 
Oain by He- mity to Antipatcr before this circum- 
rod’i order. ftancc, which howcvcr inflamed his paf-
jfions to fuch a  degree, that, though he w'as in the 
agonies o f  death, he flarted up in a violent rage, and 
with theutmoft bitternefs o f language, and vehemcnce 
o f  a&ion, eave orders to one o f  his guards to go that 
inflant, ana difpatch Antipatcr, and commanded that 
his body fhould be buried in tne caftle o f Hyrcania, 
in a private manner.
Herod .p. Herod, before his death, cave orders
fKiinti Arth*. fot an alteration in his will, by which he 
ii>ut 10 fu c -  g a v e  t j i e  kingdom tOi,Archclaus;  and hav- 

ing in liis former will declared that Antipas 
Jhould fucceedto the government, he now appointed 
him tetrarch o f  Galilee and Pcrsea. H e gave to his 
fon Philip, the brother in law o f  Archelaus, the pro
vinces orT raclion and Gaulon, with thofc o f  Bata- 
naea and Pamias, iinder the denomination o f  a te- 
trarchy. 'l o his filler Salome he gave Jamnia, A zo- 
tus, and Phafaelis, with fifty thoufand pieces o f 
coined m oney; and to his .other relations he be
queathed cafh or land as legacies. H e left ten mil
lions o f pieces o f  r c ^ y  coin, with gold and fllvcr 
plate', ana variety o f all kinds o f  ricn furniture to 
C x fa r ;  and to the emprefs Julia .ind her friends five 
millions in coin. Thi.s will being excoited, H erod 
died, in the thirty-fevenih year after he had bepn 
dcclarcd king o f the Jcjvs by the Romans, thirty- 
four years after Antigonus had been expelled, and 
five (lays Alter the death o f  Antipater.
« Herod was diftinguilhed by the cruelty

' • o f  his difpofition; he was greatly influ
enced by the violence o f his paflions; arbitrary in 
his conduft, yet generallytfuccefsful in his unaer- 
dertakings. He arofe from the condition o f a pri
vate man to that o f a k in g ; he encountered many 
difficulties, but got through them in an extraordi
nary inajuicr, and lived to a full age. W ith regard

TheĴ iding 
m en  in  th e  
cirtfUl diC- 
c h a r f c d .

to his diflurbances with his children and family, 
though I fhould deem him unhappy, yet he was far 
from being fo in his own opinionj as he generally 
prevailed againft all oppofition.

Salome and Alexas made a point of 
keeping the death o f  Herod a profound 
ferret, and going immediately to thofe 
eminent perfons who were confincd-in the 
circus, told them, in the name o f the king, that they 
were at liberty, and might immediately deiwrt* and 
follow their lawful occupations, for there was no far
ther reafon to reftiain their condnft; and this gene
rous device was extremely acceptable to the Jews in 
general.

As it ŵ as now deemed proper to make The 
the king's death public, the troops were "“ ‘i* 
ordered to afl'emble at the amphitheatre 
a tjcr ich o , where H erod’s letters to the army were 
read. Thefe contained the mofl liberal acknow
ledgments o f  the zeal and fidelity o f  their pafl fer- 
vices, and they were rc(juefled to, continue the fame 
affeQionate ooedience to Archelaus, who was now 
appointed to fucceed to the throne. This being 
done, Ptolemy, the keeper o f  the king’s feal, now 
read the will o f  Herod, in which was this particular 
claufe, “  That the will itfelf was not to be allowed 
valid, or o f  forcc, till if had received the fanftion o f 
G«:far’.s approbation.” As foon as tlve will A rc h e la u s  

was read, the people fhouted, with loud *•
acclamations ot “  G od fave king Arche- 
laqs!” the officers and foldiers uniting in wifhing 
him a happy reicn, and promifing that,the fame de
gree o f  auty ana fidelity which had been j>aid to his 
predeceffor, fliould be continued to tlie new king.

It now remained to take proper carc o f  Pompand 
the funeral folemnity, ana this was the 
particular bufincfs o f Archelauit, who di- 
reCled that it fhould be conduced with the iitmofl 
pomp and grandeur, jand determined to appear him- 
le lf in the chara£ler o f principal mourner. T he 
body was placed on a litter adorned with gold, and 
embelliflied with precious flones o f  great value : it 
was covered with purple, and on the head was a dia
dem, over which was a crown o f gold, and in the 
right hand was a fceptre. B y  the fide o f  the corpfe 
marchcd the fons and relations o f  H e ro d : Thefe 
were followed by numbers o f folditrs in different 
divifions: the royal guards %oing firft; next to them 
the troops o f  T h ra ce ; then the Germans, and after 
them the Galatians ; all o f them dreffed and armed 
as if  isoing to battle. T hefe were followed by the 
reft o f  the army, each divifion commanded oy its 
proper officers; and five hundreti domeftics of*̂  the 
court, carrying fpices and perfumes, brought up the 
rear. In this funeral ppmp they proceeded to He- 
rodium, eight furlongs diftant from Jerufalem, where 
the body was interred, according to former orders 
given for that purpofe.

Archelaus having, agreeable to the cuf- 
tom o f the country, devoted feven days 
to the celebration o f the funeral rites o f 
his father} and the cufl'umary term o f
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mourning being now ended, he entertainC:d the peo
ple an’cinbled on the occafion, and then departed to 
the tem ple; where being leatcd upon a throne o f  
gold, he received the congratulations and good 
■wilhes o f  the public. Thcfc he aiifwcrcd in the inoft 
afl'ablc and reipeftful manner, faying that he deemed 
it a -^jroof fafter the ill treatment they had received 
from his fatberj o f their great good-will, that they 
received him fo favourably ; and aflurine them that 
lie ^ould never forget this inltance o f their friend- 
fliip. “  For the prefent (faid he) I dp notnretend 
to alTume the name o f king, as I think that I nave no 
right fo to do till Caifar has ratified my claim by an 
approbation o f the contents o f  my father’s will. The 
■want o f  Caefar’s authority prevented me from afTum- 
w g  the dignity, when tlie army at Jericho prelTed 
m y acceptance o f  it, as I was not lawfully iuvefted 
with the pofleflion : but when the time fliall arrive 
when my title to govern fliall admit o f  no farther dif- 
pute, it lhall be the bufinefs o f  my life to confult, 
your pleafure and advantsy^e in all things, and toi 
give you occafion to atknowledge that my reign over, 
you IS more agreeable than ever you found that of- 
m y father.”

' T h e modefty and affability o f difcourfc and beha-j 
viour by which the new prince appeared to be dif- 
tinguifhed, was extremely acceptaDle to the people, 
■who feemed to rely (as is common in fach ca,xsj 
yith  the moll implicit confidence on the fincerity 
and veracity o f  every thine that he faid. Indeed 
fuch was their gipparent conhdence in him, that they : 
determined to make an immediate trial o f his libera-i 
lity by a requt;!!; o f  various favours. Some o f them, 
entreated a remiffion o f  taxes, others requelled the 
liberty o f  their friends, many o f wliom had been ap-' 
prehended, and confined a long while in prifon, by 
the command o f H erod; and a third fort exclaimed 
vehemently againit feveral duties and impolitions 
w hich had been laid on fuch o f the neceflaiics o f life 
as were brought to the public markets.
Archelaus having confidpred the nature ujeir'«9uefti.. 
o f  their demands, and the critical junfture 
in which they were made, thought it a point o f pru
dence to comply with them a ll ; and after tl>c facrifice 
■was ended, he invited his friends hom e with him, 
where a fplendid entertainment was provided.

C H A P .  VIII.

A  FaHion fcek to evihroil the Government. A  Tzin̂ ult 
approaching to Rebellion. The'Temple crouded by 

faSious J E W S . A R C H E L A U S  cuts off Three 
Ttmfand. S A L O M E  an Enemy to A R C H E L A U S. 
A R C H E L A U S  d<partsJor R O M E , and VARU S  

fo r  A N TIO C H . A N T IP A S  repairs to R O M E , 
and claims the SucceJJion. A R C H E L A U S  informed 
againjl by S A B IN U S . He gives in his Defence. 
A  Council fwmmoned by C ^ S A R . A N T IP A T E R  

fpeaks againfl A R C H E L A U S , who it charged with

Ufurpatinn, ait̂ l arbilrary Proceedings. ANT/-~ 
P A T E R  appeals on the Matter o f FaU. C^£SAR'$ 
Behaviour, to A R C H E L A U S .

At  this period there was a faftion o f  a f.aiont m. 
Jews, who, being difcontented with j

the meafures o f  gr)vernment, ufed to hold 
frequent and pnvate meetings, in which they con- 
oerted fchetnes o f oppofition to the p ^ lic  proceed
ings. After fome confideration they could not fftc 
on any mofe proper fubjet^ o f complaint, than the 
affair o f  Matthias and his companions, whom Hercjd 
had executed for dellroying,the golden eagle. Wh^le 
the king lived, they were afraid to make any open 
attempt to vindicate the hon<?ur o f the reformers, or 
to ju ltify  their conduft': blit now he was dead, they 
were outrageous in their invc8ives, and clamoroirs 
in their abufe, loading his mem ory with every op. 
probriom epithet. T h ey  would frequently aflcmbU: 
in the moft tumultuous manner, demanding that-Ar
chelaus fhould give them fatisfadion bj' a rigorous 
execution o f  ju ltice on thofc friends of Herod who 
were moft inflrurnental in procuring the death o f  tlie 
refom iers; as if  the dead could be nenefitcd by pu- 
nifhing the liv in g : and they particularly required 
that the high-pnelt whom Herod* had promoted 
fhould be removed, and Ionic man o f character be 
advanced in his flead.

Archelaus was f̂ ir from being pleafed 
with this peremptory behaviour; but as 
he was on the paint o f  departing toCaefar, 
for the ratification o f his power, and in- 
ftruftions for his conduft, he thought it prudent to 
accommodate matters on the befl terms p ofh b lc; 
wherefore he font a principal officer to try what ef- 
feft a moderate conduft and reafonable arguments 
might have on the people; who addreffed them as 
follow s:

“  I'his is certainly an improper time to think o f  
revenKcful meafures. The perfons who were pu- 
nifhed were lawfully co n vitled ; and your interpo- 
fition in the prelent manner is an allumption o f  
power to which you have no right. You will do 
well to reflcft that Archelaus is. now on the point o f 
his departure for R o m e; and on lii.-. return with a 
ratification o f  his commiflion, there is no doubt but 
that every gri<‘vance will be redreffcd : in the inte
rim it is requifitc thjit you fhould live in peace and 
friendfhin with each other, and not incur the penal
ties o f feditious prafliccs.”

So violent an opp<>fition was made to 
thi» fpeech, and it was followed by fuch 
outrageous exclamations, that the man 
who iiiould harv’̂ e attempted to quell the 
tumult, would have done it at the hazard o f  his life. 
T he multitude faid that they had the law in their own 
hands, and as Herod was dead, they would be re
venged for the dcllruMion o f thofc friends whom he 
had alfaffinated while J iv in g ; and they were alto- 
nifhed that any hefitation Ihould be made on this 
fubjefct. So violent were their paflions, that they

oonfoundcd
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confoundcd all idej ŝ o f right and %rong, conceived 
that their prelciu humour ought neceflarily to pre
vail, <ind Icemcd to forget the means o f  confulting 
their own fafety, while they fought the deltruftion 
o f  others. Mean time, the king himfelf, and fc* 
veral other perfons, made proper application to them, 
to feoth their paflions; but an effett was conftantly 
produced contrary to what was wiflied ; they bccame 
m ojc v io le n t than ever; and if  their numbers hakd 
Ifccn equal to Uieir fpirit, a rebellion would have 
concluded what commenced only in a tfimuk.

A t this time the feaft o f  the pafTover, or 
unleai^ened bread (which is the memorial 
o f  the deliverance o f  the Ifraelites from 
the land o f liigypt), being near at hand, 
an immenfe number o f people more than 

was ufual, from cont^uous as well as more dillant

?iarts, came up to Jcrufalem, to worlhip G od, and <>fi'er 
icicrificcs on the occafion. A  numocr o f  fatiious 

Jews now crouded into the temple, and there re- 
lyained, declaring that they would not abandon their 
fituation, though they had no other refource to pre- 
vent their ftarving than begging their bread. It was 
found that their intentions in taking up this fituation 
was to confole with the multitude for the lofs o f  their 
two favourite teachers, Judas and Matthias, and to 
inlligate the people to revenge their deaths. This 
tumult feemea to wear a threatening al'pei:t,when, in 
fear o f  ill confequences, Archelaus feiit an officer, 
with a party o f the guards, to fupprffs it in time, 
before the rebellious dirpofition had Ipread among 
the people in general: orders being given, that if 
any obilinate refiftance was made, the ringleaders «f 
the mutiny fliould be feizcd, .and earned before 
Archelaus, that they might be punifhed by way o f 
example to the reft.

Immediate!)' on the appearance o f  the 
foldiers, the faftious crew abufed them in 
fo clamorous and outrageous a manner, 
tKat the whole multitude feeming to be 
infpired with a general I'pirit o f  revenge, 
a (Tailed fliem with Hones, and other wea

pons, and killed them all e.xcept the commanding 
oflicer, and a few wounded men, who made their 
efcape with him. 1  his being done, the people pro- 
cceclcd with their facrilices as before. A t length the 
conteft grew to fuch a height, that Archelaus was un
der a neceHity to fupprefs {he infurretlion, or he 
muft have fallen a vitlun to its iage ; wherefore he 
fent all his troops to encounter tiie rabble, illuing 

particular orders to his cavalry to prevent any luc- 
cours being fent in, and to piu to tlie,j\vord overy 
pcrfon who fhould attempt to make his efcape. 'i'hree 
thoufand o f their nten were cut o ff by this body pf 
horfe during the a6Hon, and the red o f  them fled to 
take fhelter in the adjacent mountains. This conteft 
was no fooner ended than proclamation was made 
that every man fliouId peaoaably return to his own 
habitation; and notwithdan^ding the boails o f  the 
mutineefs, they now appeare'd to be all happy to fave 
theinfclves by a compliance with thcfc terms; and in
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the fear o f worfe confequences, they were contented 
to abandon the celebration o f  the fellival.

Archelaus now departed on his journey 
to Rome, taking with him his mother and 
Nicolaus, and Ptolem y; with many others 
o f  his friends: the care o f  the kingdom, 
and the management o f  the houfhold be
ing left to his brother Philip during his 
abfence. Salome and her family were Tike- 
wiic o f the train, and a number o f  his other relations, 
who went urfdcr the pretence o f  uniting their inter- 
ells with his, in order to infure him the fucceflion to 
the governm ent; but, infa6U their defign was rather 
to hinder than to promote his intereft; for they had 
come to a previous refolution to exhibit a complaint 
againft him, relpefting the bufinefs o f  the temple. 
H owever, all the company fet out together, and 
when they arrived at Cafarea they met Sabinus, who 
was procurator for Caefar in Syria; and who w:̂ s 
travelling with all expedition towards Judaea, to take 
charge oTthe money th&t had belonged to H erod; 
but Varus happening to meet him on the way, pre
vented his journey, as he himfelf was going on the 
fame bufinefs, Ptolemy having given him an invita
tion, by the command o f  Archelaus. Sabi- S a h in u i  and 
nus therefore, in refpctl to Varus, gave y'f*" 
himfelf jio concern with regard to the 
fd ltso f Juda:a, nor fealcd up their trcafure; but left 
every thing as- he- found it, in the poircffion and 
under the contronl o f Archelaus, till Ca-far fliould 
finally determine on the bufinefs r but Trewhtroue 
foon after this, when Archelaus had em- condua»f 
barked for Rome, and Varus fet out on 
his journey towdrtls Antioch, Sabinus proceeded im- 
mefliately to Jerulalem, where he took up his refi- 
dciice in the palace, and having fent orders for the 
king’s oflicers, civil and military, to attend him, he 
demanded their keys and their Ijooks; but they told 
him that, by the command o f Archelaus, all was 
made fecure, for the ufe and emolument o f  Cacfar, 
and every article was to remain in the ftate they re
ceived it till Archelaus fhould return.

About this period, Antipas, another o f 
the fons 6 f Herod, fet out on a voyape to 
Rome, in the h o p e 'o f obtaining poflelfi- 
on o f the kingdom for himfelf. Salome 
exerted her influence to {lerfuade him to 
this meafure, pretending that he had a prior right to 
the government, arifing from the tenor o f  H erod’s 
former will, and iniinuating that the firfl will ought 
to remain in force. Antipas took Avith him in tnis 
expedition, his mother, and Ptolemy, the brother 
o f N icolaus; a man who had been, for a long time, 
the intimate friend o f Herod, and was alwju s parti
cularly attached to his party. But the perfon who, 
above all others, cncouraged Antipas to this ambiti
ous purfuit, and who had the greatefl degree o f  in- 
tereft with him, was Irena;us, a man famous for the 
arts o f perfuafion,^ and w’ho had been greatly con
cerned rn the king’s bufinefs, and for a long period 
o f  time. Other perfons were not wanting iii their

advice
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advice to the prince, defiring him to rccolleft that 
Arciielaus, as his elder brother, had the right o f fe- 
iiigrity, exclufive o f that which had-been l onfcrred 
on him by the will o f  his deccafed father: but the 
arguments o f Irenteus, added to the impulfc o f  his 
own ambition, bore down all other confiderations, 
and determined him to procced to Rome. W hen 
he arrived at that city, his relations univerfally jo in
ed his interelt; not out o f any particular regard they 
had tor him, but from an averlioii they entertained 
for A rchelaus: though in faft, what they principally 
wiflied was the poli'ellLoii o f  their liberties i>nticr a 
Roman governor: at any rate, however, they con
ceived that tliey ihould be more agreeably governed 
by Andpas than Archclnus, and for this reafon they 
employed their iutereft for the former, 
sihinut information againft Ar-
l e d ^ s  a  cftin - chelaus had been prefcnted to Ca-far by 
pUint agiittfi Sabinus; and hereupon Archelaus com- 
A r c h e U u i .  niiHioncd Ptolemy to prcfent the emperor 
with a memorial o f wlpt he iw d to urge in his own 
favour. This memorial contained fRe foundation,'of 
his claim ; the heads o f  his father’s w ill; an accrtunt 
o f what cafh he left behind him, and with h was fent 
the ring with which the money was fealed up; Ar- 
chclaus referring himl'elf, on the whole, to the good 
plcnfure o f the emperor. W hen Carfar had read 
theft writings, peruled the letters o f Varus and Sab^- 
nus, conhdered what valyg Herod had left in money, 
what the annual revenue o f the government amount
ed to, and what arguments Antipas had urged in 
c*farc»iu» behalf o f his own claim ; he fummoned 
cnincii. an adcmbly o f his friends to meet in coun
cil, a n d  deliberate on the whole m atter; and then 
gave audience to the claimants.

T he prcfident on this occafion was Caiu.s, the 
fon o f Agrippa, by the emperor’s daughter Julia, 
whom Ca;rar had adopted. T he fir ft iicrfon who 
ftood up to fpeak was Antipater the fon 01 Salonie, an 
admirable orator, and an irrcconcileable enemy to 
Arrheliuis. He delivered his I'entimcnts in terms to 
the following purport;
Accufaiiop of “  I confefs I am not a little aftoniflied 
Archdjui.bt- that Archelaus fhould be at this time feek- 

ing to ratify his title to a kingdom, over 
(or T f S a -  * which he hath already exercifcd I'o abfo- 
it-me. lute and fov;;reign a 5>ower, without hav
ing prcvioully applied for, or given him felfany con
cern about the obt.iining the ratification or confent 
of Ca;far. W hat I refer to is, his late mafl'acrc o f 
fuch a nuniber « f the Jews on otie ot their folemn 
fi'iUvais. I f  we Ihouldj for the fake o f  argimient, 
allow that the punilhment itfelf was merited, yet that 
n u ll be conlidered as murder in an ufurpcr, which, 
in a lawful prince, would have been but an aft o f 
jufticc. I f  be took tipon him to excrcife regal au
thority without permiffion oinained from C sfa r, if 
was an i-nfdt to the emperor; and his conduft was 
*etmore a'trocious if  he prefumed to behave in tWs 
manner in his charafler o f  a pri/ate man ; fo that he 
has now 110 right to expeft a delegation o f  power 
from Ca'far, after he has done w lat ought to deprive 
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him of the original nVht o f  difpenfing that power.. 
He has taken on himfelf, at his own will and plea- 
fure, to change the oHicers o f  the army; he has placed 
himfelf on the throne, and, as a fovereign prince, 
has heard and deii*rmined caufes : he has received 
public addreHes and petitions, and given anfwcrs to 
them : and in all thefc matters he has afled witlmut 
that proper warrantor authority which could have 
been granted to him by no one Init G rfar. Kxchi- 
five of all thelif matters, he likewife difcharged from 
the circus thftfe that were committed thither, and on 
his own iingle aufhority." ,

Antipater, on thisoccafion, made tnany 
other objettions to the condufV o f A rche
laus, fome o f  which were undoubtedly 
true, and others not altogether imyflroba- 
ble, if we refletf on his yotith, and aHow for that 
ambitious heat by which he might be impelled by a 
fudden rife to the lummit o f nower and fortune. 
Among other things to his difadvantagc was menti- 
oned the extravagant impropriety o f  making a fum}v 
tuous entertainment on the very night fucceeding 
that o f the death o f  his father; which the people 
themlelves deemed fo ungratcf^ul an infult on the 
memory o f  fo kind a parent, that they were ft ruck 
with horror on'thc occalioji, and were on the point 
o f breaking into an outrage, from a confideration 
that he could fo far impofe on the public, as to per- 
fonate fo perfcft a grief in the day-time, and imme
diately fpi*nd the night in all the licence o f unbound
ed riot and luxury.

Antipater having urged thefc particu- Hinfpriio, 
lars, continued his fpeech as follows: “ Is ‘ o'! of 
it poUible that Ca-far can imagine that a 
man o f  this wicked turn o f  mind will evince any 
greater ftiare o f  gratitude to the emperor for the pol- 
enion o f a crown, than he has fhewn to a fat ler, 

who has afted lb tenderly towards him ? W hat proof 
rould be given o f  an unfeeling heart, greater than 
that offingin g, feafting, revelling and rcjoicing on 
the death o f a parent, as he might have done on the 
deftruQion o f an enemy? \\ 'h af pretcnce caji this 
man have to folicit Cttfar to mnke him a king, after 
he has already prel'umed to invci'l h'mCelf with the 
re^al authority, without the emperor’s pcrmilfion ? 
The horrid murders perpetrated in the temple are 
greatly aggravated by the facrednefs o f  the place in 
which they were committed; nor lefs fp that they 
were done on a folemn fcftival, when ftranger.s and 
citizens were equally ottered upas fo many lacrifices 
to brutal rage : the holy place was filled with human 
bodies; nor was this atrocious crimc committed by 
a ftranger, but by one who had ufurpcd the domini
on, and afcted as invefled with royal powftr, to give 
the better countenance to his favage and inhuman 
proceeding5. His father was fo well acquainted with 
his difpofition, that he never entertained a thought 
»f him fora  fucceflbr, wlliie he continued in ftie pof., 
f'eflion o f  his rational faculties: on the contrary, he 
had devifed the gov<frnment to Antipas, by his for- 
mer will,.made when he was in his full fenfes, and 
in perfed health both o f miad and body. O r  Ictu i

4 L  but
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but fuppofe that the opinion which H erod eniertain- 
rd o f  Archelaus, was the fame when he made his 
formar will, as when he made the la tte r; has he not 
fince been guilty o f crimes fiifficient to (hew that he 
will make an execrable king, fince he has prel^umed 
to by a fclf-delegatcd power, and has not fcrup- 
led.^p Tmn der people, even in the temple, when he 
was only a private man ?” Antipatcr having faid 
thus much, concluded his difcourfc by appcalnif; to 
fcveral o f  his relations, who attended on this occa- 
fion, for die truth o f  what hr had advancfcd.

This fpeech beine ended, Nicolaus 
flood up on the behalf o f  ArcJjelaus, and 
argued in the followinjj manner. H e faid 
that the tun^ult in the temple w as carried 

to fiich a height, that there was no other way o f  fup- 
preflingit but by the deftrndlion o f  the rioters; and 
thei-cfore that the blood o f  tlwfe who were flain on 
that occafion reded on tlwir own heads: that the 
behaviour o f the rioters miplit feem an aft o f  info- 
lence to A rchelaus; but, in fafcl, the aiiront was 
offered to the authority ol Ciefar, when, contrary to 
the law o f nature and nations, and in violation o f  the 
facrednefs o f the place and occafion, thofe men 
were murdered, who were only fent thither in a re
gular manner to put an end to the mntiny. “  Now 
( f̂aid hej thefe are the men that Antipater (equally 
void o f  honour, and dellitute o f  flume) would feeK 
to defend, provided that, in fo doing, he. may but 
gratify the rancour o f his malice againfl Archelaus. 
It is evident that they who firfl began to offend are 
to  anfwer for the crime, and not they whom necef- 
fity compelled to take arms in their own defence. 
W ith regard to the remainder o f the articles that 
have been charged on Archelaus, the accufers thcm- 
felves arc equally blameable with refpetl to them, 
fince they thenifeives confented t6 Uie. very deed 
againfl which they now complain ; exclufive o f all 
wnich, they have reprefented ine affair as much worfe 
than it really w as; Uirough envy to the principal per- 
fon concerned, though lie was a near relation, one 
that had merited every bounty his father could be- 
ftow, and had conferred many favours on the family 
in general. W ith regard to the authority o f  the king s 
taftw iil, I cannot help remarking, not only that he 
was in his full and perfeft fenfes wnen he caufed it to 
be written, but that fecond wills, equally with fecond 
thoughts, are generally the Deft. O ne full proof 
that Herod was deliberate in the making this will, 
arifcs from his having fubmitted the v-ilidi^ o f it to 
the determination o f Gaefar; and Cacfa.' poflefles too 
Ubcral a mind to think o f  encouraging an ungrateful 
behaviour in a fet o f people, whp navmg, during the 
life-time o f Herod, been under innumerable obliga
tions to his bounty, now feek, on his death, to de- 
ftroy the effefcls o f  his will. It is to be prefumed 
thatCsefar will give full fcope to his bcnevolence in 
fa v o u r .o f  a faithful friend>and ally, who fubmits 
to his imperial determination with the utinoft re
liance; and not permit that diguitv a»id juUice by 
which he has been difUnguifhed tnrough the whole 
world, tp be infultcd by envious and cafumnious

A fc lie1 « u j S e -  
h a v e i  l^ ib m if-  
i iv e l ;  b c f u e  
Cier»r, w h o
givt' I fa-
v m ira b le  o jii . 
iiiono* h im .

reports. Is Antipatcr equally ready with us toi)ay  
a proper deference to the will and authority ofC sc- 
far? I confcfs it would b^ no eafy matter to form a 
judgment how Herod could be fo far miltaken as 
to the perfon on whom he intended to beftow the 
government, and yet fo perfectly right in the dif- 
pofition of it.” , , , .

As fbon as Nicolaus had ended hts 
fpeech, Archelaus call liimfelf at the feel 
o f Ca:iiir, who imnnediately railing him 
from the ground, laid, with an of air lin
gular humanity and kindnefs, that he had 
approved himfidf worthy o f a crown; 
which was deemed a k ind-of tacit acknowledgment 
o f his right to fovereignty. Clclar, finding that the 
young prince was happy in his prcfent reception, 
difmill'cd the aflembly, declining for the prelent to 
give his final refoluiion on the bufinefs, and allow
ing himfelf time to confider whet:»er he fhould efta- 
bhfh Archelaus alone in the government, or divide 
it among the whole famity, fince they all equally de- 
per(dcd upon the’ imperial bounty.

C H A  P. IX.

TAe JEW S graitt fedkiotts. S A B IN U S  oppofes them 
in the Abfence of V A k U S ; to whom he applies for  
A M m ce . The J E W S  attack the R O M A N S from  
the Gatltrits o f the Temple. The Galleries fired by 
the R O M ^ N i', the J E W S  drflroyed, and the Temple 
plundered. The Ccutitry harrafjtd by J U D A S , a 
Robber. SJM ON, late a ServaiU o f H E R O D , pre
tends to the Crown. A Battle betw<,tn S IM O N  and 
G R ATUS. SIM O N  conquered, taken, and beheaded. 
A T H R O N G E S  afpires to the Government. iHmfclf 
■and his four Brothers taken. S E P P H O  R lS  rt~ 
duied to Afhes hy VARUS. The J E W S  f y  at the 
approach o f VARUS, who puts two Tiwufand to 
Deatht VARUS returns to ANTJOCIJ. An tm- 
hafj'y o f J E W S  fent to CAESAR, who gives them Â i~ 
dience in the Temple o f A P O L L O . Complainis o f  
A R C H E LA U S, who, as m il as H E R O D , is de

fended by N ICO LAU S.

" t T T H I L E  the above-mentioned affair S td k io D  t n  j
w  remained .unfeitled, Malthace, the r«jUoftiie 

mother o f Archelau.s, was feizcd with a J*"’- 
fit o f illnefs, which deprived hCr o f  her life. About 
this time intelligence arrived from Varus, the go
vernor o f Syria, that the Jews, who from the time 
o f  the departure o f  Archelaus, bad been exceedingly 
difpofed to afts o f mutiny, had lately revolted; but 
that Varus, by fuddenly attacking them with his 
troops, before they hacl time to afTcmble in very 
great numbers, had the happinefs to fupprcfs the 
fedition: and having punilhed the principal muti

neers
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necrs in an exemplary manner, he returned to A n
tioch, leaving at Jemralem only one legion, to pre- 
veiu farther commotions.
saiii.mop- It appears, however, that this provi-
potenhea. fion wa.s itifuflicicot for the purpole: For
no {'ooncr had Varas departed, than Sabinus, the dc- 
puty-govcrnor in Syria for C a la r, thinking the 
iibovc-mentioned rcinforceiuent would enable him 
to leall on equal terms with the multitude, de
termined tf) turn his arms againft the Jews. Thus 
reiblved, he worried and provoked them in every 
]K)iril>le inllaiice, rendering them impatient o f  luch 
cruel treatm ent: he made attacks on many o f  their 
caillcs and forts; and under pretence o f  renderini? 
Icrvicc to the public, made a general fearch to dil- 
cover the dcpolits o f concealed treafure; but his 
real intentions were to obtain money fufficient to 
enrich himfelfi

At this tnric the feaft o f the paflbver 
atthepjionir (wliich is thc moll diltinguiihcd feftiyal 
kept by our t.alion) drew nig^; and on tjiis occalion 
many thotifands o f  Jews, from all parts o f the coun
try, repaired to Jerufidem: fome o f them came with 
an intention o f  paying thrir relieious adoration, but 
great numbers were infpired only by motives o f  re
venge. T hey affembled together, not only from 
the adjacent couiury of Juda;a, where their fulfer- 
ings had been the moll fcyere, but from Galiietf, 
Jericho and Idumaea, and likewile from the towns 
beyond Jordan, with a ’refolution to punifli the con- 
dufct o f  ^ b in u s in the moll exemplary manner. B e
ing affembled, they parted their troops into three 
divifions, one o f which took pofleflion^af thc circus; 
the fecond placed thcmrelvcs on the north-eafl fide 
o f the temp e ; and the third took their Itation in the 
weft, adjacent to the royal palace. Being thus fitu- 
ated, they inclofed the Romans between them, and 
began to make preparations for the attack. 
s.bi.,u, feud. ,  This intrepid behaviour o f  the people 
toViru. fjr furiuihed no Imall degree of lurpnze to 
relief. Sabinus, v'ho percciying that there was
no doubt but that they were refolutcly detertnincd 
either on death or conqueft, he inllantly diipatched 
meflengers to Varus for reinforcements, urging that 
if thc expefted relief was not immediately lent, the 
legion that he had left in the city would be infallibly 
deilroyed. *

In the interim Sabinus afcended to the top o f  a 
high turret, a part o f  the caftle o f  Phafael, which 
was built in honour o f  the brother o f  H erod, who 
was killed in battle by the Parthians. From this 
place he made (igrals with bis hand, that the R o
mans fbould fally forth, and make an attack upon 
the Jews; infolently expetting that others would 
venture their lives in I'upport o f  meafures brought 
about by his av^irice, whi e he was afraid to make 
one o f the number, and take his Hiare o f the com
mon danger. Notwuhftanding the unreafonablenefs 
of this expeftation, the Roinans <ibcved the orders, 
and a fmart engagement enfued. T he foldiers be
haved in a manner that did great honour to their 
perfonal courage; but the Jews were by no means

3

T h *  J « w i g tU  

ili<  cti< m y 

i r o n  th e  te m 
ple
w h ic h  a rc  
fir«| b; 1  ̂
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difmayed, though their peo^ l̂c fell in confiderable 
numbers. A t length the Jews took poflcffion o f fome 
o f the outward galleries o f thc temple- 
w’hich having afcended, their archers and 
(lingers annoyed the enemy with ftones 
and arrows, appearing in fafety, rather as 
jpedators o f the battle than a6lors ih it; 
for fuch was their fituation, that the Ro- 
mans could mu do any execution on 
them in return. For a confiderable.time 
the battle wa* continued under thefe di&dvant;iges; 
till at length thc Romans made a large fire under the 
ralleric.s, which being built o f  wood, the flames 
pread with great rapidity, and foon afcended to 

the roof; the pitch, wax, and Ail, that had been ufed 
in thole parts that were gilt, contributing greatly 
to the increale o f  the lire, the whole was foon in 
fuch an uuiverfal blaze that there was no profpe£l o f 
efcaping: death furrounded them on every fid e : 
great numbers met their fate by the fall o f  the build
ing, others were put to thc i'woid on the ground; fo 
that, upon the whole, o f all thofe who had taken 
poff'eflion o f  thc galleries, not a fitigle perfon ef- 
capcd. Several aftonilhed even to diflradion, de
voted themfeK cs to the flames in mere defpair: 
others threw thcmfelves on thc points o f  their 
fwords: a numhrr thought fo fave thcmfelves by 
retiring to holes and corners; but thefe were all 
put to death by the foldiers; for being totally unpro
vided with arms, it was impoffible they fhould make 
any defence. \Vhen the fire began to .
abate, thc Romans made their way through hj the 
thc ruins till they came to the place where 
tlie (acred treafure was depolitcd: a great

Sart o f  which the (i:>Idicrs ftole and carried ofF; but 
abinus pretended that not above four hundred ta. 

lents o f  the whole booty came to his hands.
T h e diltrelfes o f  the Jews w r c  now ag

gravated in a very high degree; numbers 
o f them having loft many o f  their deareft 
friends and relations; and all o f them 
having octafion to lament the facrilegious 
robbery o f the temple. Y et notwithftandin^ the 
reafon they had fo abandon themfelves to deipair, 
a confiderable number o f  thc moft refolute among 
them affembled together, and furiounding the pa
lace, they threatened that they would fet fire to it 
without lofs o f time, and if  any one fhould atteiTspt 
to efcape from thc fljimes, he fhould be inftantly put 
to the fword; but this vengeance was not to take 
place, if  they would immediately abandon their fta- 
tion, and depart: and they likewife promifed indem
nity to Sabinus and all his adhcrcnu, if they would 
inftantly retire: and the majority o f  the court was on 
the fide o f Sabinus.

A t this period Rufus and Gratus de
parted to the Roman iniereft, having with 
them three thoufand of* H erod’s feled 
troops, exclufive o f a party o f horfe that """* 
was under the immediate command o f Rufus; which 
afforded a confiderable and well-timed relief. Still, 
however, the Jcw'S continued their operations with

unceafing
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unccafing ardor; they tnincci the walls, ilireatcncd 
the enemy, yet advifcd them to depart while there 
was any Hcgrce o f faR-ty in ib doing; n(vr run the 
rifk o f driving to defperation a people who were rc- 
folved, whatever mifjlit be the confequence, to main
tain their liberties niviolate, and to prelcrvc tliafe 
law& and rights facred which their anceilors liad 
tranfmiued as their inheritance. Sabiims feemed not 
ilUdifpofed tQ^havc complied with tht fe injnuBions, 
Imt he was afraid to trult to the j)roniil'cs o f the Jews, 
fiom  a corifcioufnefs how ill he had deHSrved at their 
hands: bcfides, he thought that the terms which were 
i){fercd him were too advantageous to be ratified; 
and for thele rcafons he refolvcd to attempt the 
maintenance o f his ptefcnt poll, in the hope that 
Varus might fend him alllilance before he fhould be 
compelled to abandon it.
Commoiioai W hile allairs at Jerufulem M’cre thus 
iu]uiiKa. fituatfd, many other inl'urrefclions took 
place in different parts o f Juda;a, and in the adja
cent countries, partly arifing from motives o f  re
venge, and partly from a view to advantage. On 
this occafion a immber of forces which Herod had 
difbanded, amounting to about two thouliind, af- 
fembled in a body, imder the command o f Ahiab, a 
nephew o f H erod, with a refohiiion to attack a 
party o f the troops o f Archelaus; but Ahiab, not in- 
fenfible tliat thole he had to copc with were veteran 
foldiers, and men o f approved valour, did all in his 
power to avoid coming to aclion, by retreating to 
I'ecure places, where it was not an eafy matter to en
counter him.
Thecountr Nor wcrc thcfc thc only difturbances 
hamXri>y that iiappcncd; for Judas, thc Ion o f 
j « d a i « r o b -  tzek ia s, the famous robber that fomierly 

gave fo nmrh trouble to Herod (though 
in thc end lie fubdued him), occafioned frefli fcenes 
<)f confulion. This judas, having put himfelf at the 
bead jnf a number o f defperatc men, whom he had 
raifed at Sepphoris, a city o f Galilee, caufed ail his- 
adherents to take arms, and made an incurlion into 
the king’s counti;y, where he made feiy.ure o f the 
magRzines and military flores, took pofleflion o f the 
money belonging to tne king; rendered himfelf an 
objed o f terror to thc inhabitants; ravaged and de- 
firoj cd the country wherever he camc, and at length 
afpired even to the regal government; this, how
ever, he did'not by the uTu.'Marts o f ingratiating him
felf with thc people, or by giving any proof o f his 
a^ttachnient to the laws o f honour (for o f thefe he 
i»ad no idea), but by the wanton perpetration o f every 
m ilchief that lay within his power, 
siinon ittc During the confufion occafioncd by 
fervt«tofHt. this ftatc o f public affairs, diere came in- 

to notice one .Simon, heretofore a iervant 
tr'articom-' o f king Herod, who was remarkably dif- 
mitfgKit tinguifhed by his uncommon ftrength, 
tiusts. height o f  his^ftature, and thc fingular
grace and conielinefs ofliis perfon. "̂ rhe vanity and 
inipudence o f  this man nnpelled him to afpire to the 
crown. He procured a number o f guard;, to attend 
liim, and was every where received as a prince^ by 
tiie undirccrniiit; multitude, who falutcd liiiu with
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exclamations o f “  G od fave the king !” In faB, he 
confidered himfelf as the mofl fit perfon in the world 
to be advanced to the regal government. That lie 
might give a proper fpeciinen o f  his dignity, he be
gan by burning and rifling the palace at Jcricho, ra
vaged fevc ral others o f the Tving’s houfes in the fame 
manner, and permitted his adherents to make booty 
o f  whatever they found therein. N or would his de- 
>redations have ended here, if  his career haci not 
leen prevented in tim e; but Gratus, one . i,rnuied 

o f the king’s captains, who was at that hv 6r»itJt, 
time affbciated with the Romans, advanc- 
ing with his troops againft Simon, a moll ’ 
violent and obflinate engagement happened between 
tliem. T hc forces under the command o f Simon, 
which came from the other fide o f  the river Jo rd a n , 
exhibiting much greater proofs o f  courage than ikill 
ill the ai'tion, were foon routed and cut in pieces : 
Simon, who attempted to make his efcapc over fotne 
difficult pafles, was taken prifbner, on which Gratus 
gave orders i'or his beiifg beheaded.

This rage for a new mode o f  govern
ment was every where prevalent among 
the common people. A  liccntious multi
tude, not unlike thofe who followed the 
fortunes o f Simon, bvirnt to the ground thc royal 
palace o f Amatha adjoining to the river Jordan. 
In c people appeared to be univerfally infpired witli 
a violence o f fcntimiMit that approached even to mad- 
n efs; occafioned principally by the abfence o f their 
king, wlu) by the arguments o f reafon, and the en
forcements o f law, might have kept them within the 
bounds o f th*;ir duty. It is true that foreigners 
were brought in to reclaim them ; but fb infatiable 
was their avarice, and fo unbounded their pride, 
that the peonle at large were only fuflerers by what 
was intended for their advantage.

A t this time there ap leared a man named 
Athronges, wlm was aiflinguiflied neither 
by birth, virtue or fortune, being a fliep- 
herd o f the lowefl rank : but he was re
markable for the enormous fize o f his 
perfon, and thc uncommon flrength o f  his limbs. 
Thus tpialified, he fbught to obtain a fhare in the go
vernment, and refblvecl to rifk his life that he might 
acquire to himfelf the prerogative o f doing as much 
mifchief as might be apeeabj/.- to his own inclinatioi;. 
Now Athronges had fc)ur brothers, neither o f whicl; 
was lefs remarkable than himfelf for bulk and ftature ; 
and untlcr the command o f each o f them was a num
ber o f  foldiers, which they deemed an effential cir- 
cumflance towards obtaining the principal point 
which they had in view. Great numbers o f  people 
flocked to the fbndards o f  thefe five brothers; Ath- 
ronges fent out his four brethren on different parties, 
to acl as deputies to him, while hijjifelf atted the 
part o f  a fovereign, fitting ia  council with a crown 
(m his head, making rcfblutioni? and iffuing orders 
refpeiting affairs o f (fate.

This mock monarchy continued for a 
confiderable time, during which the royal ih«ir i>rfru- 
flyle and title were kept up, and he feein- 
ca  to have more obedience paid to him

than
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tlian was rcquifitc; for Athrongcs excrcifed unli-v 
iTjitcd authority, and his decrees were not to he con
troverted. W licn the Romans or the ki/ig’s foldiers 
became fu bjeS  to his will he ai:lcd with the utmoft 
cruelty, for he was equally an enemy to them both; 
to the one partj  ̂ for the freedom they had taken dur
ing the time o f  Herotl, and to the other on account 

.o f injuries o f  a later date. Animofities now grew 
rb ilf  to a greater height} one cnormitj’ made way 
for another; the refentment became im placablc; 
cruelties w ere com m itted  for the fake o f  cruelty, 
and the deftrtlftion made with the view to the ob
taining o f  booty was fo great, that no peribn could 
poITels his own lifein fafcty.
T h e y  i r e  a l l  T lic partizans o f  Athrongcs, ilTuing from
uken, ani an ambufh near Einmaus, attacked a Ro- 

man convoy that was bringir»g corn andr«HP«(Te4,

Arius the captain, with about forty o f  his troops, all 
men o f  diltinguiftied b ra ve ly ; and it is probable 
that the reft o f  the forces Would have fharcd the fame 
fate, if  Gratus had not joined them with a party o f 
foldiers, and relieved them ju ll in the very moment 
o f  danger: but, as it was, they were obliged to leave 
their dead behind them, lb narrow was their efcape. 
T h e brothers o f  Athrongcs and h in id lf ftill kept 
fighting for a confiderable time, doing material in
ju ry  to the Rotnans, but fullaining much greater 
themfclyes; and in the end they were all taken pri; 
foners in the foUowing m anner: One o f  them was 
made captive in’ a battle with G ratus; a fecond by 
Ptolem y; Archclaus took the eldcit into c u llo d y ; 
and the other two finding their cafc defpcratc, that 
their men were worn out with toil and fickncfs, and 
that they had no hope o f  redrefs, or irofpett o f  re
ceiving frefh recruits, at length likewi e I'urj-endercd 
thcmfelves to Archelaus, who pledged his honour, 
and took an oath for the performance o f  cerfain <li- 
pulated conditions: but this happened a confiderablc 
time after the furrender o f  the other brothers. 
cotrfuf.dft.te W hile things remained in this ftate o f 
•f judat«. licentious confufion, every party o f male- 
contents w i^ed to impofe kings o f  their own choice 
on tlie public; by which the government was greatly 
difturbed, and the'Jew s, in particular, were per
petually dividing into frefh faftions; but things were 
not altogether 10 unhappily fituated amoiifr the R o
mans.
v.ru« fTt. T he intelligence that Sabinus had con-
(..reiw re. vcycd  to Varus refpefting.the danger o f

■ “ *■ his fituation, made the latter extremely ap- 
prehenfive for the fafcty o f  the third legion, which 
was all the force that they had in S y r ia ; wherefore 

alTembled the other two legions, with four troops 
i»i horfe, and the auxiliary forces o f  the king and 
the tetrarch, and proceeaed immediately towards 
Judsea, to give fuccour to the befiegcd, appointing 
a rendezvous at Ptolemais, in his way to which he 
lOok fifteen hundred men with him from iJerytus. 
Affuiiflift, Exclufive o f  this reinforcement, Aretas 
uk Rorotni. Patraian (the fame who through a mif- 
Mtiderftanding with H erod had gone over to the Ro- 

Xo. 17.

mans), furnilhed him with a large body o f  cavalry 
and infantry. W hen all thefe united forces were met 
together at Ptolemaisj Varus deputed a command o f 
part of.ihe army to his fon, in conjunQion with one 
o{ his particular friends, dircding them to march 
into Galilee, which is in tlK neighoourbood o f  Pto- 
leuiais. On this incurfion into the country, thb Ion 
of Varus met with fome onpofiiion; but he was every 
where fuccefsfu l: l)c took Sepphoris^ fold the inha
bitants thereof as (laves by public auction, and re
duced the city to allies. In the mean time Varus 
proceeded with his army towards Samaria, but he 
did no injury to that rity, as he knew the inhabitants 

w ere dilpofed to atls o f  loyaUy; and t>f a very peace- 
^ l e  diljKifition. H e now encamped in Ami and 
Ifce village o f Arus, which was tlie pro- Simphobumt 
p«rty o f  P om p ey: but this village was by‘htAr«- 
Durnt by the Arabians, who fought to do 
every injury to the friends o f  Herod, in deteftation 
o f  the memory o f  that nrince. T lie army proceeded 
toSam pho; but that place, though exceedingly wcil 
tbrtitied, was rifled by the Arabians, who afterwards 
fet fire ?o it: in faft, great ravages were made, both 
by fire and f'word, during the whole o f  this expedi
tion. yaru s gave orders for the burning v,™. order* 
o f  the city Emniaus, in refrntment on ac- Emm»u»toiKi 
count o f  a number o f his foldiers having 
been there flain ; jjut he f’ rft permitted the inhabi
tants to quit the city. f*roteeding from this place 
towards Jcrufalcm, his army no fooner came in fight 
o f  that placc, than the Jews, who had bcficged uie 
legion (lationed therein, abandoned their fituation, 
and every one began to confult his own fafety. 
Varus cenfurcd thtf Jews o f  Jerufalem with the ut« 
molt feverity on account o f  the pall tranfa6lions; 
but they urged in their defenc^ that the circum- 
flance happening at a time when fuch immenfe multi
tudes o f  people Yiad crouded to Jerufalem, the inha- 
bitanUhad not occafioned the war, but the ftrangers; 
and that the former, (b far from having afted in op- 
pofuion to die Romans, had run an equal rifk with 
them in the conlequence o f  the encounter. W ith 
regard to Sabinus, he had left the city privatelv, and 
retired towards the fea-coaft, fo ihsf Varus could not 
by any means get him in his ^ ffe in o n .

T h in p  being thus fituated. Varus fent 
mcfl'en^rs through the country, tb in
quire who were the principals in the late 
revolt; and having convjded a great 
number on the clearcft'cvitJeiKe, he cauf- 
cd about two ihouland to be execut«d on 
this occafion; but other* he pardoned and difmilTcd. 
J h c  troops imder Varus having, contrary to his in
tentions, and in the violencQ o f  military rage, com
mitted many very unjultifiable adions, he now dif- 
mifTcd the greater part o f  his army, for which he had 
ittle farther occafion. ^ ftcr this, however, being 

inforrted that ten thoufand Jews had colletled them- 
'clves together, he gave orders that a large deUch- 

mcnt fhould atuck Uiem in their quarters; but this 
attack was unnecelfary; for they delivered them* 
'elves prifbncrs at dtfcretign to Ahiab, without offcrr 

. 4 M ing
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ing to make the Icaft refiftancc. V arus now gave the u 
common people their liberty, and pardoned all the 
rioters in general, cxccpl the principal people con 
cerned in the commotion, among whom were fome 
pcrfons related to H erod, who had engaged in the 
contelt, iit defiance o f  regard to their allinity, and 
the laws o f  honour and confcience. T h e public dif- 
turbances being thus in great meafure comnofed, • 
Varils rm rn e d  |o Antioch, leaving the fame legion 
in garrtfon at Jerufalem that was there before.
The jrws T h c iiifurrefclion in Judiea was no fooner

• ended, than Varus found a frelh fccne 
fa'r̂ 'hogw’n difficulty by a circumltance that hap- 
rtiem »u4i- pened at Kiome, o f  which die follow- 
ence. j^g are thc particulars. Varus had given
pcrmifBon to the Jews to apply to Ca:far, for leay» 
to live among themft lves, and aft according to their 
own laws. In confequence hereof fifty o f them were 
joined in a commiffion to make the necefl'ary requelt, 
and above eight thoufand more were to fecond their 
application. O n this occafioii Csefar gave orders 
that leveral o f his particular friends, and other per- 
fons o f the grcateft eminence in the city, fhoula at
tend him in the temple o f Apollo, a fumptuous edi
fice which himfelf had built. T o  this place the de
puties repaired, followed by a great number o f  Jews j 
and Archelaus and his friends rikewife attended : but 
thc relations of the king knew not how to aft in this 
em ergency; for as, on thfc one hand, they had an 
utter antipathy to Archelaus, and therefore could 
not efpoufe his interell, fo, on the other, it was im- 
poflibie that they (hould take part with the deputies, 
without making it apparent to the emperor that they 
were enemies to a prince to wlltom themfelves were 
related. Philip, the brother, likewife attended on 
this occafion, having, in confequence o f  the advice 
o f  Varus, come out o f Syria, with a view to aflift 
Archelaus, for whom he entertained the moft fingu- 
lar efteem and regard. Philip, however, was not at 
this time ddUtute o f  hope, that if  the deputies Ihould 
lucceed in their application, and the children o f H e
rod lliould be adjudged to ihare in the dignity, he 
might himfelf obtain a portion o f the kingdom.
Theiewifh 'The deputies began their addrefs by
cmbiâ don making an hvimble and earnefl applica- 
* “ j“a  h ' t r *  future, kings might no
*“ "  ' longer reign over them, whole power was
intolerable. T h ey  recounted the hiftory o f the ini- 
ouity and mifmanagement o f H erod, who, they faid, 
tlxough a king in name, was a tyrant !n the exercifc 
o f his pdwer. T h ey  urged that he was not only an, 
adept in the vulgar modes o f opprellion, but artful 
in new contrivances to improve on thc wickednefs o f 
thole who had gone before him. “  It would be 
nccdlefs (laid they) to attempt the making a calcu
lation o f  the number o f  lives that have fallen facri- 
fices to his inhumanity, pnce they who furvived 
were yet more wretched than others who were de- 
ftroyecl; for terror and danger perpetually fur- 
rounded them, under a mailer devotd o f  every prin
ciple o f  humanity, who equally difpofed o f  their 
pcrfons and fortune! as his humour direfted. W here

fore did his vanity infpire him to lavifii R,„pin.u- 
fiich an uncommon expence on ttrangers ? tionofHtrod*i 
W h y did he repair, rebuild, beautify and 
enrich fiich a number o f  their cities, but 
that he had devifcd a mode, peculiar to himfelf, o f  
dillrt'fling his own lubjefts in the higheft degree, in 
order 4o gratify his vanity bv the applaule o f  fo
reigners; and prided himfelf "by making a defert o f  
whut had been a plentiful and flourifhing coun<vry ? 
What numbers o f the nobility has he doomed -to 
death, on the (lightell pretences, and in violation 
o f all law and eq^uity, fimply to feap the advantage 
o f their forfeired citates! And has he not received 
the fortunes o f many others as a compenfation for 
their lives, which ne pretended were forfeited? 
W ith regard to the collettion o f the cuftomary taxes, 
he could not be fatisfied with the payment which 
each perfon made, according to thc fum for which 
he was taxed, but bribes and farther gratifications 
muft be given to colleft(;rs and other dependents o f  
the court, as well as to thofe who v>ere their agents, 
to prevent their being otherwife ill treated. W^e 

.fay nothing of" the horrid infults offered equally to  
virgins and to married w o m e n b u t  chule to let 
them relt in oblivion, in tendernefs to the reputation 
o f  thofe that iultaincd thc injury : but, in fatl, the 
nwft lavage beaft o f the forelt could not have ruled 
over us in a more tyrannical manner than H ercd 
did. 'I'he misfortunes confequent on his reign were 
indifputably the greateil that ever were endured by 
the people o f our nation: wherefore they might very  
reasonably be permitted to pay their compliments, 
to Archelaus on the death o f his father, fince they 
were certain that it was impoHible a worfe prince 
ffiould fucceed him. T he people too, to fhew the 
refpe6l they entertained for the fon, were not lefs- 
forward to promote the funeral honours o f the fa
ther; and were anxious, by every inltance o f  obe
dience and aff'e£\ion, to teftify the defire they had 
o f obtaining the favour o f  the reigning prince : but 
it was not long before they had melan- odioui ch»- 
dholy occafion to know that Archelaus raan'ofAr- 
was the <true fon o f fuch a father: for he 
was not even ellablifhed in his government before he 
gave them a fpecimen o f  what tney were hereafter to 
expeft, when they fhould be wholly at the difpofal 
o f  nis mercy. For the prefttit his whole fortune was 
dependent on the bounty o f  Caefar; yet willing to 
give his new fubjefts an inftance o f his regard to 
juftice, his modefty, and his virtue,^ he caufed three 
thoufand citizens o f  his own tribe to be facrificed, 
and this even in the temple, with as little retnorfe as 
if  they had fallen viftims to the rigid laws o f  their 
country. It now remains that the public ihould 
form an opinion o f the infolence o f  this wicked man, 
who with the molt fhamelefs effrontery, after having 
been guilty o f  committing fo violent an outrage, 
can think o f  charging the crime upon others, a n d  at 
the fame time of malkiing prctenfions to the govern
ment.”

In a word, the deputies concluded what Tti«ir 

they had to » y  by making a  Ihort rcqueft.
to
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to C *far, the purport o f  which was, that he would 
alter the form o f their government, and no longer 
permit them to live under the oppreUion o f  a mon
archy : they intreated that they might he annexed to 
Syria, and ruled by fuch perfons as Cspfar fhould 
think proper; faying that it would then be evident 
whether they were a people who fought to make in- 

 ̂ novations, and to live in the perpetration o f  afcls o f 
■H^mftulence; or were dilpofed to obey the laws o f 
Order, and toT>ay a proper deference to the autho
rity o f  legal government.
N ic o ia u *  A ®  deputies had concluded
pieadiin*- their addrefs to Csrfar, Nicolaus began to 

fpeak in defence o f  H erod and Archelaus; 
“  h eftid  was to the following pur-
p o fe ; “  I would wilh to alk, that if  Herod was guilty 
o f  all the crimes that have been charged upon him, 
how it happened that his accufers never thought fit 
to call him to an account for it during his life-time, 
when the juftice o f Cacfaj would fo readily have 
afforded them fatisfa^tion ? With regard to what is 
charged on Archelaus, the aft was not fo properly 
his own, as impelled upon him by the violence ot 
a turbulent faftion, which had firft infulted the laws 
by the moft feditious kind o f  behaviour, and then 
deftroyed thofe who were delegated to quell the up
roar. And to what docs the crime o f  A rcheljus 
amount, more than that, by being at the head o f a 
ftronger power, he hasfuppreffed a dangerous infur-: 
reflion ?” Nicplaus now turning to thofe who had 
made the complaint, faid, “  N o peace is to be ex- 
pefted during the prevalence o f the prefent fpirit o f 
tonfufion; and while thefe people are permitted to 
judge for themfelves, and direft as theypleafe, they 
will never acknowledge that they are fatished with 
any grants in their favour.’’

C H A  P. . X.

! The Generqfity o f C A ISA R  to the Sons o f H E R O D .
: The Allotvients granted to them Jevera l̂y.

C«fa»*idcci. ^ ^ ^ S A R  having heard what argu-
f fiM refped- V-v mcHts wcre advanced by each party,
i ini ihe fue. difmilfed the ad'embiy, and havikng takcn
' a few days for conlideration on the buli-

nefs, declared, that Archelaus Ihould fucceed to the 
half o f H erod’s dominion, under the title o f  an eth- 
narch, though not o f k in g ; but yet that he Ihould 
come into ponefTion o f  the kingaom when his merit 
fliould entitle him to fo honourable a diftinftion. 
The other half o f  the kingdoni was divided between 
the two fons o f Herod, Philipand A ntipas, the latter 
being the fame who oppofeo Archelaus with regard 
to the government o f the whole. T he (hare allotted 
to Antipas was. the country beyond Jordan, and the 
diftrift o f (Jalilee, with an annual revenue o f  tw o 
Hhgtnerou* hundrcd talents. T o  Philip was given a 
j j i o u B f i iu  to  yearly revenue o f one hundrcd talents, 

«o4'iion«, the lands o f  Baianaeaj Trachonitisj

Atiranitis, and part o f  the palace which bore the 
name o f Zenodorus. T o  Archelaus were given the 
countries o f  Juda;a, Idum;ca and Samaria, to which 
lalt Ca;far remitted a fourth ])art o f  thoir duty culto- 
marily paid, on the account o f  the inhabitants liaving 
remained loyal, when thofe o f the other dillrifts re
belled. 'pit; tower o f Straton, with Seballe, Joppa 
and Jerufalem, likewife came to his Ihare; but the 
inhabitants o f  Gaza, Gadara and Hippon, having 
contbrmed/o the Grecian mode ofliving, Ca;far hatl 
annexed them to Syria, and they were no longer 
coofidered as dependencies on the kingdom. On the 
whole, fix hundred talents was deemed to be the i c- 
venue o f  Archelaus. •

This was the adjuflment o f  the patri- , n d  b o u m i-  

•mony o f  the (bns o f Herod. W ith re- fui|r»ono 
gard to Salome, Caifar granted her a 
palace in Afcalon, withinthe dominions o f  Archelaus, 
exclufive o f  the cities o f  Jamnia, Azotus, and Pha- 
faelis, which her brother hud bequeathed to her by 
will, together with five hundrcd pieccs o f  minted 
m oney; fo that her whole revenue was eftimated at 
fix hundred talents annually. The rcil o f the lega
cies which had been left to the relations o f Herod, 
were likewiJ'e confirmed to them by Caefar, agree
able to the tenor o f his will. Exclulive o f  what 
Herod had bequeathed to his two unmarried daugh
ters, Cscfar made them a prelent o f two hundred and 
fifty thoufand pieces o f hlver each, and caufed mar
riages to take place betweeii them, and the two fons 
o f Pheroras. But what diltinguiflied the condufcl o f  
Casfar for a generdus magnificence beyond every 
other circumltance, was the divifion which he made 
o f his own legacy among the fons o f  H erod, o f  all 
which valuable bequelt he retained only a few pieces 
o f  plate, and thefe rather as a remembrance-of the 
giver, than from any particular regard he had to the 
articles bequeathed.

C H A P .  XI.

A  J E W  perfonates A L E X A N D E R  the Son o f  
R O D . He goes to R O M E  in great Hiate and Splen
dor. The Iw^JUion is dtfcovered by C/E^'AR.. 
The Man, confrjing'the Cheats is condemned to the 
Gallics,, and the Person by whoje Advice he atled is 
put to Death.

Al l  matters refpefting the will and: tk. 
legacies o f Herod being iiyw adiuft- w, by« 

ed, the public attention was cngagcci bŷ  
a fingula,r circumftance.. There was a 
young man, o f  the nation o f  the Jews* who had beem 
educated at Sidon with a freeman ot Rome._ Now 
this young Jew happened to bear fo perfeft a likenefs- 
to Alexander, the Ion o f H erod (whom his father 
had ordered to be put to deatW that they who- r.ecol- 
le6led the foriuer could not difcern. any difference iib 
their perfoia. T he Jew thinking to make advantage 

a. • o f



32-1 T H E  W H O L E  G E N U I N E  W O R K S  O F  J O S E P H U S .  [ B o o k  X V I t .

o f this circum dancc, would frequently throw out 
hints that he was related to the royal fam ily; and in
timate in an artful manner, that he had fome profpefcl 
o f  obtaining the poffeflion o f the crown.
Mcihod.dopt- W hile he was ruminating on this bufi- 

Im'Ciiiryinc nefs, he happened to fall into converlati- 
•nthe impof. on with an artful man o f  his own nation 
*“"■ and tribe; one who underftood the nature
o f  court intrigues and contrivances, and was admi
rably calculated Ihr the carrying on anv fcene o f 
extraordinary wickednefs. H avm g deliberated to
gether on the fubieft, the fubftance o f  the {harper’s 
advice was, that the young fellow fliould afTume the 
name and charafter o f  t^at very Alexander who was 
faid to be d ead ; and they agreed to propagate the 
Itory in this m anner: that the perfon to whom the 
care o f  the execution o f the two brothers (Alexander 
and ArillobulusJ had been entruUed, had fubllituted 
two other perfons in their Head, and by this means 
prcferved ooth their lives. T his device not only 
pleafed the imagination o f  the impoflor, who was 
nappy in the thought o f the part he had to a ft; but 
the people in general feemed to give a ready aflent 
to the im pofition; inlbmuch that m going to the ifle 
o f  Crete, and from thence to that o f  Melos, the 
Jews placed the molt implicit confidence in his fto ry; 
and to the fuppofed credit o f  his affinity to the royal 
family,and advanced himfeveral ct)nfiderable (unis o f 
rnT)ney. B y  this time the young adventurer was fo 
imprelfcd with the idea o f his imaginary confequence, 
that he formed a hundred romantic fcnemes, and be
gan to confider whom he would take into his favour, 
and what places and preferments he would bellow. 
H e g o e «  to  Filled with thefe great, but airy imagi-
Rome; natioiis, he proceeds towards.Rome, being
accompanied by a number o f l«s new courtiers ana 
adherents. H aving reached Puteoli, he had no 
fooner landed at that place than immenfe numbers 
o f  Jews crouded about him, and all thofe who had 
any acquaintance with, or knowledge o f  H erod, ac
knowledged and received him as their king. T h e 
crcdulity o f the populace had now ample matter to 
work on, and was a ftrong prefumption in its favour; 
for the likencfs between this perfon and the prince 
was fo very extraordinary^ that many o f  the intimate 
friends o f the latter, on the very hril fight o f  the im- 
poftor, did not only fay, but fwear that he was A lex
ander, and could not poflibly be any other perfon.
The jewi re- Intelligence o f  this extraordinary affair 
foit u»himi being conveyed to Rome, all the Jews in 
that city came out to meet the fuppofed pr'nce, offer
ing praifes and thankfgivings to heaven, for that 
Providence which they thought had decreed a deli
verance fo truly furprifing. No expence was fnared 
to celebrate his arrival: Ke was carried in a litter, 
•with the ftate and magnificence o f  a prince, and fol
lowed by immenfe crouds o f  pjpople, who (houted for 
jo y , and offered up their prayers and vows for his 
ifafcty and profperity, as is common in cafes o f  fuch 
a nature; out tnefe honours took their rifr chiefly 
from the refpeft they bore to Mariamne, his fuppol- 
cd mother.

Ca:far, h a v i n g  reflefted on the. matter, Cmhr w- 
could not be induced to believe the llory, amine. im» 
for he thought Herod was not a likely per- " '  •
foil to have been impofed on in an aft'air o f fuch im- 
wrtance. However, not to determine too haftily, 
le difpatched a freeman o f his, named Celadus, who 

had been a cotemporary and companion o f  the two 
princes, to bring to him the luppolcd Alexander, that »• 
he might fee andconverfc witn him. But w'hen Q ;- 
ladus came to him, he was as much deceived as to 
his identity as the reft o f the world had been. Not- 
withftanding this, however, Csefar could not be im- 
pofcd upon in the aflair ; for though the two perfons 
Dore as (trong a refcmblance to cach other as imagi
nation can conceive, yet, upon a clear infpeftion, 
Ibme circumflances were difcernible in which their 
perfons difagreed; particularly with regard to the 
hands o f  the fuppofititious Alexander, which had be
come hard and callous through lab our; and his fkin 
was obfcrved tt) be coarfe^ than that 6 f perfons gene
rally is who are brought up in all the refinements o f  
court delicacy. Ciclar likewife remarked, that the 
fuppofed prince and his tutor agreed exaftly  in their 
tale ; yet he was flill convinceu that the whole was 
an impofition. H e enquired o f  the youth what was 
become o f his brother Ariftobulus; and fince they, 
b o ^  obtained their liberty at the fame time, how it 
happened that they did not make their appearance 
together, and put m a joint claim to the crown. T o  
this the imiJoftor anfwered, that Ariftobulus remain
ed at Cyprus, being apprehenfive o f  danger on the 
voyage, fince, if  it haa nappened that they had both 
been loft, there would have remained no one o f the 
race o f M ariam ne; for which reafbn care was taken 
for the fafety o f  Ariftobulus, to prevent fuch a con
tingency.

I ’he impoflor continuing pofitively to* He ei|wiiu- 
affirm this, and his coadjutor agreeing lautwithhw 
with him in every part o f the ftory, Cselar took the 
young man into another apartment, and addrefTed 
him in the following manner. “  Remember that it 
will be at your peril if  you impofe upon me by falfe- 
hood ; buf if  you fpeak the truth, your life (hall be 
fpared. Therefore I defire that you will immedi
ately inform me who and what yod are, and who it 
was that infligated you to this procedure; for you 
are yet t*o young to have engaged in fo diabolical a 
plan, i f  you had not been encouragcd by the artifice 
o f  others.”

W hen the youth found that he was thus i>,e(jithe 
hard preffed, and that evafions would no ■ m pofiiipnt 

longer anfwer any good piirpofe, he re- the 
counted to Caefar the whok; hiftory o f  the 
affair, and gave un his advifer; and told puuhuaivi. 
all the manner o f their proceeding. Here- «> death, 
upon Cacfar condemned the advifer to death j but 
kept his promife with the impoftor, whom he con
demned to the gallies, as he was o f a flout habit o f 
body, and well able to endure fuch labour. W ith 
regard to the Jews o f  Melos, they were deemed to 
have been fufficicntly puniflied in the expence they 
had fuflaincd by way oF fupporting the impofition.

C H A P .
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C H A P .  XII.

*
ARCH ELAU Sy for maLadminiflration, lanipud, a^d 

all his Goods confifcated. tiecilal o f  his Dfcavi^ 
ruhjch 7S expounded by S IM O N  an EJjtne. G L A -  

'X P JIY R A ^  Drfdm, rrfpeBinr her form er Httjhand.

CooduftinJ I "'tJE cthnarchj- having been bcftowcd
tHnuaioMof X  on Archelaiis, he took po0cflioii o f

. KnMnt. ^ Tctum.to Judicaj auci not long
afterwards removed. JoazaV, the Ibu o f Bocthuji,
from the ofBee o f  high-pricll, having been charged 
with being concerned with- a (editions fatl^ioii; -and 
Archelaus now conferred the oihec ou his brotlier. 
Eleazar,

The' ethnarch now, at a very great ejcpcnce, re 
built the palact o f  Jericho; and o f  a fine ftrcam wa- 
tcring the villag*?, o f  N eari, he conveyed the half 
to a grovc b f paTm-trces, which he had lately planted 
in a meadow adjacent thereto. H c likewife caufed 
a new village to  be ercfted, which he denominated 
Archelais, in imitation i>£ his own name. Soon after 
tins* in oppofiiion to the laws o f  his country, he 
married Glaphyra, the daughter o f  king Archclaus, 
and the widow o f his brother Alexander, though i«- 
termarriages with the wives o f brothers arc cxprcfsly 
forbiddcii by ihg -laws o f the Jews; and by this'wife 
he bad feveral cbildren. Elcaz'ar, the high-prielt, 
was but a Ihort limc in Dolfeffion o f  that elevated 
ftation; for he’was dtpofed from the office, and Jefus, 
the fon o f Sias, appointed in his ftcad.
HofubjcOi W hen Archelaus had lield the reins o f 
cbmp'«in »f government about ten years, the principal 

ptople among thr Jews ajid Samaritans 
b i m t o  V ie n n e  werc To greatly dilpieafed with his mode 

o f  adminillenn^ public affairs, that they 
united in an addre.ls to CaEl'ar, complaining o f  lus 
condu6l. T ljey  were the more embwldened to 
nuke this complaint, becaufe they knew that a too 
liTOrous cxeCutioli o f juIUce was contrai^ to  tlie 
wHl and inclination o f Ca:far, who had given him , 
the moll pofitive qonimaiids to rule over lii's people 
by the laws oi'equity, impartiality, and ^ n cvolence. 
When Caifar becamc acquainted with'this complaint, 
he fcnt i'orvVrclTfclaus, who was his agent at Rome, 
coaimanding his attondance without lofs o f  time, and

■ dircfting him to go imnjcdiately, .fnd bring tc* him 
the other Archelaus; without even honouring him 
with a letter to notify his b.ulinefs. Archelaus had 
no fooncr received his commiflion, than he haftened 
into Judcca, where he met with the other Archelaus • 
at an eniertainment with his friends, told him the 
command o f Caefar, wind dclircd jie would inllantly 
come with him. ^ n  their arrival at Rome, Cacfar 
heard the charge and dcfetue, and then fenteuccd 
Archelaus to be banidied .to Vienne, a city o f  G aul, 

•and ordered that ajl his goods iliould be confifcatcd.

No. 17.

Not long before the above-named Ar- A«ountofi:i« 
chclaus was fent for to Rom e, he had a fiitfubV 
fingular drciwn, the particulars o f  which 
he recited to feveral o fh is friends, and which' are as 
follows. l ie  imagined that he beheld ten ears o f 
wheat, ail ripfc'and full, and fonie oxen devtuiring^ 
them. When he awaked, thfs dream fo (Irongly im-  ̂
p fe ik d  hu minil, that he could not refrain alkin)? 
the meaning o f  it from fome pcrlbns Vho were emi
nent lor their (kill in the explanation o f  fuch kind' 
o f  m yllerie^' However, the interpreters dilFering in 
fentiment, .Simon, an EHene, obtained permiffion 
o f  the r̂ ;ft, to give his txplanation o f the "above- 
mentioHod dream; and his determination was, that it 
forctyld Ibme misfortune that tvas to happen to Arche- 

f .laus; for he faid that the dreahiing o f oxen, which 
’ arc anitiials deftipcd to flavilh labour, implied mifery; 

and likewife a changc o f  affairs, becaufp when the 
ground was turned up the litiiation and appearance • 
o f  things Vere changed. He faid that the ten cars 
o f  90m feemedto intimate an equal numbe'r o f  years, 
which revolve in a jreffular courJe; and that if was ap
parent that die reignoTArchelaus was n:‘arly conclud
ed. Thus aid Simon explain the above-mejitioned 
dream; and on the fifth d ayaftecit happened, A rche
laus the agent o f  Ca’far arrived in Juda;a, witji orders 
for the other Archelaiis to wait upon the .empefoh 

Glaphyra his wife, the daughter o f  Ar- 
chclaus the king, had likewife^ dream o f wi>e ouuhy. 
a fingular kind. This Glaphyra (as hath r*.*Ufoon 
been before obfecvecj) was lirlt married to- 
Alexander, the fon o f  H erod, and the brother 'of 
Archelaus.’ A fter her firit hufbaud was put to death, 
by the ordar o fh is  father, fhe was married to Juba, ' 
king o f  M auritania; and after his deccafe fhc re
mained a widow, with her fatlier *in Cappadocia, lill 
Archclaus fell violently in love with, and married 
her, having'firft difcharged his fortner wife, Mari- 
amiie. W hile flie was the vvife of,Archelaus, flic had 
the follo.wing dream Her ipiagin.ation painted the 
figure o f  lie>* firll hufjljt'ind, Alexander, advancing 
towards her: and then, wlicri Ihc intended to have 
clalped him io her arms, with vvery demqnflratioii’ 
o f  love and jo y , he b^gan to txpoflulate with her in 
the fpllqwing manner “  Alas! C laphyra, thou h.i(l 
verified the.old obferyation, tĵ at th(;fe is co confi- 

•<lcnce to be placed in women. W as I not the huf 
band o f  thy virginity; and had we not,.children, the 
pledges o f our mutual loye ? How then couldfl thou 
To far forget the mutual obligations we ŵ *rc tinder 
to each other, as to, e n p g e . m a fecond marriage ;

, and after that to be Veuded a tJiird time, and ev-cn 
then to my brother Archelaus; thus violating the 
honour o f  my family in a n>oft fhamcful n l̂anner? 
H owever, our fonncr love Ihall not be forgotten, 
and it fhall btt my care to deliver thee from the ig
nominy o f this lall conncBion.” Glaphyra F e p e a te d  
the particulars o f this dreani to feveral o f her fcjnale 
acquaintance, and died wifhin a few days after jt 
happened.

4 N
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B O O K XVIII.

Containing the H I S T O R Y  of various T R A N S A C T I O N S ,  from the Y E A R  of ihci.

W O R L D  3 9 7 3 , to  4003.

C H A P. L

C j f t n i u i  
m a d e  ( o v e r -  
n o i  o i  S y r ia .

TJu Government o f S Y R IA  commitiei to C Y R E N IU S . 
Dreadful Outrages committed by J U D A S , erG<AU- 
LANITJt:, and SAD D U CU S, a P H A R I S E E .

• TIu burning o f the Temple. A  fourth SeB, f c t v f  by 
J U D A S  and SA D D U C U S. .

T  this period Caefar fent as a gover
nor into Syria, Cvrenius, a man 
dillinguiflied by tlie cmincnce o f  

his* charafter, a fcnator o f  Rom e, and one who had 
arrived at the dignity o f  a conful, after having gone 
through all the oflRces o f  honour which }ead to that 
eminent ftation. H e was attended by Coponius, the 
mailer o f horfe^ who went with him m the charafter 
o f  governor o f Judaea; but as Jud«ea was at this time i 
annexed to Syrfa, Cyrenius was charged with the •’ 
bufinefs o f taxing the people, and likewife dircQed ' 
to feize on the m oney and effctts that had belonged 
to  Archelaus. •

For fomc time, at firft, the Jews were 
extremely uneafy at this mode o f  taxa
tion; but they were at length induced to 
fubmit to it, and comply without giving 
any farther troubie, partly by the advice, 
and partly b y  the authority o f  Joazar, the 

iHgh-nricft, ana foti o f  Boethus. About this tmie, 
■one Judas, a Gaulanite, o f  the city o f  Gamala, be-j 
*gan to diftinguifli himfelf. This man combined with  ̂
a  Phan fee, named Sadducus, to entice the p eo p le» 
|o revolt. T h ey  urged tliat taxes were only badge§ I 
o ffla very ; and that it would become the dignity o f '  
the whole people to unite in an alTertion o f their 
liberty; they (aid that one fortunate and well-tim ed. 
•ftrok6 woula render them indepv^dent for ever; and 
■would contribute no lefs to the fecurity o f  their pof. 
fcinon$ than to the advancement o f  their rcp uta-' 
tion. . ^
si,«kiotout. There were but few argnmcnts necef-
M it« c o m m it -  fary to excite the multitude to afcks o f  vio- 
(cibyihcm. jpncc; nor is it in thc power o f language 
to dfcJTcribe the havock ih atV as made in the country 
by thefe outrageous dep^dators; friends an#cnemics 
wore equally robbed and murdered withcHit dilUnc- 
tio n : mafi'acres and affalfinations were dreadfully 
frequent; and all this was done under the prctence 
o f  proiuotiug the common good; o f  advancing li-

T h t  Je w J
iP iu r m u r ,  ao<  
n c i t *  ■ r e -  
b c llio B  o n  » c .  
c o u n t  o f  th e  
U i i n  le v ie d  
Jky C j f te n im .

W » r  i n d  f i -  
m in e  fo llo w , 
■nd th c  t e m .  
p i t  d eftro jred  
b y  6 r e .

J u d a s  i n d S t d -
d u c u i t h e  
p r in c ip a l  i n -  
c e n d ia r i t t .

o f  difpo-

bert}^, and fecurin^ property; but the faCl Is, that 
malicd and private inicrcft were the Iqading motives. 
W h ile  the peonle v e te  tliu? mutually 
fecking the deuru6lioi? o f  each other, 
by all the feverities o f an inteftine war, 
they were likewife engaged in a foreign 
war, and had to llruggle with all the ag- , ^
gravated calamities o f a fcvere famine; yet, fo f a 
confiderable time, nothing could put a period to tlic 
courfe o f  deflruftion in which they were engaged, 
tt.’.l at length a fire feized the temple, and burnt jt to 
the ground.

Such was the unhappy corifequence o f  
fceking after new laws and cuftorhs, and 
endeavouring to abolifh thofe eflablifhed.
Judas and Sadducus were the authors o f 
this confufion, who, from a pirticularity 
fition, were inclined to add a fourth fefl to the three 
former: and the idea o f  innovation fo charmed the 
multitude, that a great party joined them;' whicb 
not only occafioned the prefent difturbances, but 
laid the foundation o f  much future calamity; in this 
place, therefore, it will be proper to trea  ̂ o f thofe 
mifchievous principles and opinions from whicV» fuch 
fatal conftquences nave arifcn.

C H A P. II.

Opinions and PraHicei o f  vAe P H A R I S E E S  and 
S A D D U C E E S . Mode o f Living, in d SentimtnU 
o f the E S S E N E S . Their t>oBrine and Govern
ment. Account o f a fourth Seil ittlio were fo r  ahfo- 
lute Liberty.

IN ancient times, among the Jews, there Different 
were three diitinguifhed fetts o f  reli- »mongihe 

gion; known by tl«* names o f ihe Pha- 
rifees, Sadducees, and E{fcncs>i^f each o f  which it 
may not be improper to fay foinething in this place, 
ttioiigh a farther account o f them wnl be found in 
m y fecond book o f  die wars o f ihe Jews.

T h e manner o f living among the Pha- ThePhatneu 
rifees is fimple and auftere : they indulge 
not in an-y luxuXy. T hey are extremely confcienti-

ous
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ous in an adherence to the diftates o f  their reafon j 
and liften to their elders without prefuming to con- 
tradift thenij for th ey ,p a y  the nigheft veneration 
to their advice. T hey hold that Fate governs all 
things; but yet not in Jo abfolute a manner as to 
exclude the operations o f  free w ill: for they fay that 
though God orders and appoints every thing that is 

ip matters which have a regard to 
good ajid evil, this does not prevent the concurrence 
o f the will. T he immortality o f  the foulj and a fu-

puniflimcnts in another 
aith. T h e y  fay that the

ture ftate o f rewards and 
world, form a part o f  their 
righteous will arife to the poflefEon o f  happfneis, and 
th« wicked be condemned to cndiefs chains and 
darkncls. T heir reputation was highly advanced 
among the people, by the propaption o f  thcle doc
trines;, and agreeable to their ideas and advice, all 
things were tranfa6led in the folemn offices o f prayer, 
and other a6ls o f  devotion:* fo great was the opinion 
that t ie  people cntertaine(! o f  the equity, temper
ance, and wifdom o f thefe men.
The S4ddu- On the other hand, the ojpinion o f  the 

Sadducees was, that the foul and body 
die at the fame time; and that the only obligation

f»"ople are under, isj to obferve the law: with thefe 
entimqnts, th^y pride themfelves on a right thpji 

have to difpute with their teachers on matters 
o f  the, highelt importance. There are but few 
o f thefe people, but they are generally perfons o f 
dillinfclion. Nbw when thefe are advanced to bear 
public offices, they are compelled, though againtt 
their fentiments, openly to adopt the opinion o f  the 
Pharifees, or otherwife the common people would ' 
not permit them to hol^ their ftaticwis.
T h e  E f fe n e i .  T he third fort, the Efl’enes, fay that the 

world is abfolutely governed by the pro
vidence o f  G od, without any other interference. 
T h ey  acknowledge the immortality o f the foul, and. 
fay that ju llice  is the chief o f  all virtues, which they 
alfert by their praftice as well as do£lrine. T h ey 
fend gifts to the temple, but do not attend in per'fon, 
as they facrifice in a wav peculiar to tiieml^lves, and 
with a greater degree o f  religious ceremony. T h ey 
are iingularly ftrift in their morals, rigid in con- 
yerfation: hufbandry is the only bufinefs they ■ 
follow. T h ey  are nwre diftinguiftied for their love 
o f ju llice  than either the G reeks or Barbarians; and 
boafl o f it as a virtue to which they have unceafingly 
applied. T h ey  enjoy their effeds in common, know
ing no fuch thing as the diftinfcHon o f rich and. poor. 
T h ey neither mar-ry nor keep fervants; confideriag 
marriage as an encroachment on the natural r^hts 
ofm aiikind; and the other circumftances as attend
ed with more trouble than convenience; wherefore 
they rather incline to give alfiltanqe to each other, 
by a mutual interchange o f good offices. This is 
the mode o f  living among thefe people, who are 
deemed to be above four thoufand in number. From 
among their prielts they chufe their treafurers and 
comminkries, who are inen o f unfullied honour; and 
it IS their bulinefs to diltribute the fruits o f  the canh 
lufficieat to feed and fupport the whole people. On

.3 -

the whole, their living rcfemblcs that o f  the Plifti 
among the Dacians.

Juaas Galilaeus was the founder o f  the * fm.,* m  
fourth fed  o f religion, which did not d i t  «t,o dif.iiow! 
fer in any great degree from that o f (he ‘ <hum»n*a, 
Pharifees; pi*incipaUy, indeed, in 'th eir 
holding the maxim o f uncontroulable libcfty. *rhey 
afferted that there was no other Lord or fuperior 
thaji G o d ; and rather than call a n y ^ an  by the name 
o f  MaRtr  ̂ tftcy would expofe themfelves, and their 
nearelt relations, to any degree o f  punifhment,* 
though ever fo fcvcre. But this is fo well attefted, 
and has been coufirnicd by fuch repea'ted obfervaiion. 
and experience, that’ it is utmeceflary to urge any 
thing in proo# o f i t : befidcs, no lang^iage xan con
vey a tolerably adequate deicription o f  the fortitude 
which thefe people evinced in their contempt o f 
P^in. ' • _

T he animofities mentimied in the for- 
mer chapter were greatly inflamed by the OtC.
tyrannical crucltic*s.of Geflius Floras, at 
that time governor o f  Jiidxa;  the confequence o f  
which was, that the people at length abfolutely rtJ- 
volted from the Romans.

' '  • C H A P .  III.

H E R O D  and P H IL IP  ftltled in their Tetrarchies.
The Ttmple profaned by the S A M A K IT A N S , 

■ The Death o f S A L O M E . Tht Death- o f AUGUS^ 
Tl/6\ jvho is Jucceeded by N E R O . JU D uE A  
verned by V A L E R IU S  G RATU S. Changes, in the 
Illgh-Priejlhoood. G R A T U S  Jucceeded by PON^  
T IU S P I L A T E . A  City buiU by H ER O D , and, 
called T IB E R IA S . O RO D ESkilled. A m A B A .  
I(l/S beaten by V E R O N E S, who is.hinkfelf routed 
in a Second Battle. The Death o f AN TIO CH U S  
Ring o f CQMOGEW A. G E R M A N IC U S fcnt to 

fettle the Government. P  ISO poifons him.

' ^ H E  forfeited effe£ls and eftates o f  EftcfliofAr- 
X  Archelaus having been fold by C y- 

renius, he adjufted a mode o f taxation, 
agreeable to the order? he had received. This hap
pened in the thirty-feventh year after the battle o f 
Aftium , in which Antony was conquered by Ca:far.
A t this time a violent infurrcdion happen- •
■ed among the people, in oppofition to hi|h.|>fi«ft in 
Jo^zar, the hign-priell, w-hom Cy renius 
deprived o f his dignity, and diretted that 
he Ihould be fucceeded by Ananus, the fon o f  Seth. ;

Herod and Philip had now take# poffeffion o f  their 1
tetrarchies, and' adjufted afJairs in the bert manner j
poffible. Her9d fortiffed “Sepphoris, en- \
compaflled it with a wall, and made it the ofiurodm'i ,i
capital bulwark o f Galilee. This being ’
done, he fortified a town, which had borne '* j
the name o f Betaramphtha; -but, ambitious to do 
honourtothe- emprcfs, he changed its name to that.

o f
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o f Julias. Philip employed hinifclf in enlarging and 
beautitying Palcas, \\hich was liuialcd at ihc licad of 
the river Jordiin, and he calltd  it by the name o f 
C a‘fart:a; likcwilc the villagt; o f  Bethfaida, on thĉ  hank 

o f  the lake Gcnnctarcth, which he incrcafed till it 
was eqiril in fjzp to a capiul ciu '. This place grow 
populous^nd ricti, and in rcfpeft to Julia, the daugh
ter ofCaelsir, it iikewifc. received the-name o f Julias. 
x>iHurfc.no!-i r/%viuu.slo this (as hath hceu rem.irk- 
in the temple, ^d) Coponlus was'fcnt With C;'j-eniu.s into 

•Juda*H: and during his government the following 
diUurbancc art»fc. On the fcalt o f  the pafclral, other- 
vilii; ciillcd thefeall o f unleavened In-ead, it is cufto- 
m arylbr tVie prieilsio f *  open fhe doors o f the tem
ple after inidnight. Now it happened that a number 
o f  Samaritans had come privately intp the city o f  
JcrufalcHi, and having waited till the doors were 
opened, they immediately nifhed into,the* temple, 
and^taking up the bones otrlie deceafed, threw them 
about into tlic galleries, and other parts o f the build- • 
ing. F of the futfirc the pricll djceded that a better 
Riiard Ihould be kept, being warned by the infolencc 
o f  this proceeding. ,

.. Not long after this Coponius returned 

. to Rome, and was fuccceded in his gov- 
rrnment by Marcus Ambivius, during 
whofc adminiflration died Salome, the 
filler of Herod. She bequeatherd to Julia, 
cx clu fiveo f hertoparchy, the c ity o f Jam- 
nia, Phalaelis on the plain, ana Arche- 
lais ; together with feveral plantations o f 

palm trees, .famotis for thfc admirable fruit they pro
duced. .

Ambivius was fuc'ceeded by Ahnius R u
fus, during whofe adininiltration Auguf- 
tus departed this life, at the age of. feven- 
ty-fcvcn years. He had ruled the com
monwealth fifty-feven years, fix months, 

and t̂ co days, havifig been an affociate with ,An- 
tony in the gov<?rnment for the fpace o f fourteen 
years o f that time. H e was the I'econd o f the Roman* 
emperors.
Ntro fuccceih Auguflus was fuccccded by Tiberius
Au#uftu!. N ero, his fon in law, and the fon o f Jiiis 
wife L iria, being tlic third emperor o f Roine^ Now 
N ero bellowed the government o f  Juda’a on V ale
rius Gratus, in the place o f Annius Rufu.s. I ’rqm 
Oritu»»;i- Ananus he took the olfice o f  high-priell, 
i»irtcdgover. aiid bcfVo.wcd it on Ifmarl, tjic fon o f Fa- 
roioi judir..  ̂ afterwards
was removed, to make way for lilca/.ar, the fon o f  
Ananus, the late high-prieft. E lcazar held the office " 
for about a year, w len he was deprived o f it, ar»d it 
was bellowed on Simon, the fon o f Cainith; who 
had likewife poireflcd it abour a twelvemonth, when 
he was dircfclrd to refign it, iii favour o f Jofepn, who 
I’onuui I’i. was furnamed Ciiajilias. A t this time 
i4ie (u.cee* CJrdtus, having been eleven years in pof- 
nr.tui. {cffion o f the government, returned to 
Rome, and was fucceeded by Pon»ius Pilate.
Tiberiaibuiu Ncro was now the particular friend p f
hy lUrod. H erodj. the tetrarch, to whofe honour the 
latter built a city, to which he gave the name o f T i

M a rc u s  A m -  
b iv tu s  Xuc- 
L « d «  C » p * r t i-  
u s  <s g o v c r-  
nw.

D e a th  o f  S a -  
kerne, >nd h e r  
b « n u e (li .

Xiifui mjKie 
g o v r rn o r i  in  
w h o te  i d m i -  
n i f t n t i o n  A u -
r>n<» C*liL 
a i e i .  “

P h r a a t f t . k l n j  
o f  P a r t h i i ,  
m u rd e re d  b y  
b i t  lbn« w h o  
i t  a f tc rw a rd t  
d e 'l r o y td  kjr 
t h e  p eo p le .

was Ther-

berias. He caufed this city to be ercfted near the 
hol-batlis o f Emmaus, bn the borders o f the lake 
Gcnncfortfth, the molt commodioii'! fpot o f  ground 
iti the whole country o f GaliWe. This city  was peo
pled partly by Hrangers, and nartly by tlie people o f 
Galilee, fome being c<impelk:a to go and relide thepe, , 
and many perfons o f fome diftinOion fixfd  on this I 
place for tlieir habitation bv choice. It was peopled ■ 
much foonerihan ifw tm idhave been, becauie 
n u m b e r s  flockcdthither from all parts ofthe co u n try; 
perfons o f all ranks and degrees-, down to the mean- 
e fl; I'opie o f whom were thought to be flaves. Seve
ral confKtcrable privileges and immunities were be
llowed on them by Herod, toenca;uragc them to fet
tle in this place : to fome o f  then = he gave houl’is , 
?(nd to others lartds, that the. violation o f  the la\^ 
mi^hf be the lefs regarded : for as the place was filled 
watli fe]pu1chrcs, and polluted by dead bodies, the 
inhabitants were deemed unclean for fcven days after 
thfcir rerKlentetherc. i '

About this period Phraataces, the fon 
o f Phraates, king o f the Pafthian^s, trea- 
cheroully murdered his father. T he cir- 
cuinftanccs hereof are related in the fbl- 
lowiiig manner. Carlar having fent to 
Phraates a variety o f  prefents, among the 
TC't was an Italian woman, whole n&me 
mufa. PhraateS took this woman to his bed, and 
had by her a fon, to whom he gave the rfame « f Phra* 
ataccs. Atlength being enamored o f  her beauty and 
converfafion, he married her, though he had feveral 
legitimate children o f  his own before. NowTher,- 
mufa entertained an idea o f putting her fon in fuch a 
fituation that he Ihould (land a chance o f  becoming 
king o f Parthia; but fhe was confcioiis that it could 
not DC eftefted unlefs the legitimate fons o f Phraates 
were removed out o f the way. She therefore applied 
to her hufband on this fubjetl, and he readily agreed 
to yield to her requeft ; for ftie was fo great a favou
rite, that he found it impolTible to refufe any thing 
that flic afked. T he young princes were therefore 
difpatched to 4lom c aslioftages, and Phraataces was 
educated at home, as heir-apparent to the throne. But 
he grew uneafy in his fituotion; and being impatient 
to wait for the reVerfion o f a crown, which he tnouf ht 
he might have in poireflion, he entered into a confni- 
racy with his mother, t6 pave an eaficr way to tne 
governnaent by the murder oi' the k in g ; and this 
was accordingly effefcted : and Ihrewn fufpicions 
arofe, that Phraataces lived in a courfc ofincelluoxis 
familiarity widi his motiicr. The confequcnce was 
ffich as might nave been expetled; for the people 
were fo enraged againfl Phraataces, for the known 
murder, and the uippofed incell, that, before he 
had taken polfelfion o f  the government, an infurrec- 
tion happened among the pedple, by whdm he was 
dcflroyed.
• Now the lafcivious condufl. o f the 
above-named Thermufa being deemed 
futficient to have polluted tjie blood o f  
Phraates; and the Parthian nobility con- 
fidering that their nation could not well 
be governed without a k in g j they de-

O ro d e i  in v ite d  
to  taV c (b e  
c ro w n  o f  P a r -  
i h i f  I l>ut i< 
f o o n i f t e r k i l t  
ed  b y  r a p f p i n -  
t o r t .

termincd
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V ..

T h e  I’j r i h i -  
a n s  fen d  a n  
«mbiiTy to 
k o m e ,w h e n c e  
V o n o n c i is 
Unt to (alee 
th e  k in g d o m .

u miincd that they would placc any king upon the 
tlironc, who was not o f the family o f the A dacida:; 
and in confcjiuence o f  this refohuion, tlu;y lent cni- 
baH'adors to invite Orodes to accept o f the govern
ment. It is true he was o f  the royal line ; hiiit the 

I fingular cruelty o f  Ivis difpofition had rendered him 
I fo obnoxious to the people at large, that he was at- 

; " tacked by a band o f confpirators, and killed on the 
xQaot,: the Parthians being alwa)*s provided with their 
uvords. Different accounts have been given as to 
the way in which he fe l l ; foine fay at a facrifice, 

’ . others at a banquet; butthem oft generally received 
Xttinion is, that he was hunting when he met with his 
fate.

Hereupon the Parthians fent an em- 
balTy to Rome, requefting that one o f 
their hoUages might be appointed their 
fovereign, to fill the vacancy occafioned 
by the late death ; and having fixed their 
choice on Vonones, preferably to the relt 

o f the brothers, a recomniertdation was given o f him, 
as a prince every way deferving o f  the honour that 
was oflered him, in tne command o f two o f  the molt 
diltinguifhed empires in the univerfe; meaning thofe 
o f  Rome and Parthia. But the Parthians foon re
pented o f  the choice they had made, he being at once 
o f a ^roud difpofition, and fond o f variety. T h e y  
laid t ie y  had too much fpirit to fubmit to be gove/n- 
cd by a (lave, which was the fenfe in which they lui- 
derftood the word h ollage; and they were perpetu
ally applying this word to their fovereign, as a term 
pf reproach. 'I'hey laid he was not a king whom the 
laws o f  arms had compelled them to o b e y ; but one 
who had been impofed on them, in conlcquence o f 
the making a fcandalous peace. W hile their i)alfions 
were agitated by the moft violent emotions, they dif- 
patchcd melTengcrs to Artabanus, at that time king 
o f  the Medes, who was o f  the family o f  the Arfaci- 
dae; and he very readily came to them, attended by 
a numerous army.

As the greater part o f the people o f 
Parthia yet continued unfhakfcn in their 
loyalty, Vonones immediately attacked 
A.rtabanus, and drove him badv again to 
his own countrjf: but the latter loon pro- 

confiderable re-inforcement to his army, 
immediately advanced, and attacking Vonones, in a 
fecond battle totally routed him, and it was with 
great difficulty he laved his own life, efcaping into 
Sejeucia with a few horfemen. Artabaims, taking 
advantage o f the confulion into which he had thrown 
the Parthians, purfued them with uncommon ardour, 
committing creat flaughter; and then retired to Cte- 
liphon with his viftorioi's troops. The kingdom of 
l*arthia now fell into his poUclTion, in right o f this 
conqucft.

In the interim Vonones retired into A r
menia, having conceived an idea that he 
Ibould be a b le io  fubjeft that country to 
his dominion : and he direftly difpatched 
an embalfy to Cs^liir, intreating a ffia n ce  

i n t ^ c jiC C U iio H ^ b jj^
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whether the emperor had not fufficient confidence in 
his perfbual courage, or whether he himfelf did not 
thinlc it prudent to difoblige the Parthians, M'ho at 
this tune threatened to make war upon him, he abfo- 
lutely refufcd to convnlv with the propofal, and would 
not afford the leaft iitfi/lance. This refufal was fatal 
to the houe^ o f Vonones, who likewife found that the 
principal people o f  Armenia, which bordered on 
Nipliaies, all cfpt^rcd the caufe o f Artahanus. W here
fore, haying deliberated on his litu>ition, he furren- 
dered h im k lf to Syllamis, the governor o f Syria, 
who, in confideration o f a former acquaintance that 
he had with him at Rome, received and entertained 
him in the moll diltinguifhed manner. Artabanus, 
having now iiappily fettled l»is affairs, beflowed the 
kingdom o f Armenia on his fbn Orodes.

Antiochus, king o f  Comogena, dying oeathofAntu 
about this time, there enfued, on his de- 
ceafe, a violent difpute between the prin- Comii|en». 
cipal people and the vulgar : the latter wifliing to Ixr 
governed by a king, as they had heretofore b een ; 
and the former inclining to reduce the kingdom into 
the ftate o f  a province. Hereupon the fiinate o f 
Rome ill'ued a decrce, that Germanicus Ihonld de
part into the e;i(l country, to adjuft the differences 
that had arifen; but Providence ordered that thin 
circumltance fhould end in the ruin o f this excellent 
prince; for after he had compofed the ot!.thofn«r- 
commotions in Syria, he fell a facrifice to manic«by 
poifon, through the management o f Pifo ; 
as will be related in another part o f  this work.

C H A P .  IV.

Account o f plantimg Standards in J E R U S A L E M , 
with the Iviagt o f CyESAR on them. The Author'i 
Tejlnnony concerning JESU S C H R IST. D E C IU S  
M U N D V S enamoured o f P A U L IN A . His cri
minal Intcrcoxirfr with her in the Temple, for which 
the infamovs Avthon are pnmjhed with Death, and 
himjelj biimjlit'd.

A  Body o f  troops having removed from ima*<-«ofC«-- 
Cacfarea, lo  take up their winter- ‘arbrou|htby 

qviarters in Jerufalem, Pilate, the gover- 
nor o f  Juda;a, permitted their bringing a 
number o f  ftanaards into the city, on which were the 
image o f C«far, in direft contradiftion to the laws o f 
the Jews, which exprefsly forbid the nic o f all fuch 
emblems and devices; and, for this reafon, colours 
with piftures on them had nevei -been brought into 
the city by any former governor, 'i ’his general rule 
was firft tranfgrefled by P ila te ; and what added to 
the offence was, that t]iey were l^roughtinto the city 
ip the dead o f the night, and there planted, un
known to the inhabita^us. In the morn- T h e j e « . p e .  

ing, when the citizens obferved what had litiunagainft 
been done, they aflembled in great num- 
bers, and immediately went to Pildte at Ca.-{area, re
queuing o f  him that the obnoxious images might be

4 O removed -
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removed to another place. T h ey  continued feve- 
ral days, in the hope that Pilate would comply with 
their rcq u eft; bm he was jjeremptory in ftis refu- 
fal, pretending that fuc.h a could not be
complied with, as it would bfe an affront to' the 
emperor.
On iixe Jew.’ T h e Jcws ftill continucd importunate in 
e-iniea im̂ or- ihcit ocinands; when at. length, on the
diwlminrf fcventh day o f  their attendance, Pilate
coiidua? the g a ve^ iriS io n s to a party o f  foldiers to
im3(i« are providc themfelvcs with theit arms, and

temov. ftation ;lt an appointed place.
This being done, he afcended a tribunal, 

y  hicli hr had ordertS to be placed in the circus, as 
a fpot the moft convenient frcmi which to furnrife 
ihe people. A i  this ti;nc die J6ws thronged about 
him, urging him t<:> ^ive an anfwer refpctling the 
liiifiiielis that fo grcilifly agitated their minds. H ere
upon Pilate gave afjghal to his foldiers, and ordered 
rhem immediattly tjpPadvance, and cut the throats o f 
all thofie who did n6t depart home, and remain at 
peace. On this t l«  Jews threw them fdves flat on 
thq ground, and ft retched out their necks; thereby 
Ijitunating that the Iaws o f their c o u n ty  were much 
more dear to them, than their lives. This unparal
leled inllance o f refolution had luch an cfFeQ. upon 
Pilate, that he ilfued immediate orders for ihc taking , 
down o f the imag(it, and that they fhould be car- 
ried bade to Caefarea, from whence they were 
brought. ,

A t this time Pilate having formed a de- 
(ign o f bringing to Jerufalem an aquedo6t, , 
from the diitance o fiw o  hundred furlongs ; 
from the city, he demanded that money 
fliould be advanced from the holy trea- i 

fury, to difchargc the expencc o f this undertaking. 
This gave fuch great offence to the people, that they 
aflembled in a body amounting to many thoufands, 
thinking that the clamour o f an outrageous mulii- 
tude might prevent his carrying his Icjieme into exe-; 
cution. It happened (as it frequently does in popu
lar iniurrettions)' that among the iiumeiife number o f 
compla nants, there were lome who abufcd Pilate 
perfonally, and infultcd him b y  (he moft opprobri
ous epithets. Provoked bynh^s circumftant:c, he 
gave direttions to a number o f his foldiers todifguifc 
tnemfelves in the dreffes ofcountryihen, to cohceal 

■dubs under their cbats, and form a ring about the 
m ultitude; intimating likevrile, that if  the former 
fcurrilous beha\'ioiir mould be ct^ntimied,'he would 
give them a’ rignal,,on which they Ihould a t̂ agree
able to inftruaions they had rec^ved. (Ml this was 
done according fo order* Irfnguige-
beingTenewed, Pilate tcive tftfc fi'gnal/'on wf}ic,h the 
foldiers began to attack with their clnbs,^.and, in 
fafcl, exceeded the' commiflion they had received ; 
for the innocent were equally involved in the cala
mity with the guilty. T he cSnteft, however, proved 
very unequal; for one party being armed, and the 
other altogether dtfencelefs, many o f the Jews' were 
killed, great nuilfbers wounded, and the whole b o d y .
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difperfed, fo that there was a total end o f  the infur' 
retlit»n.

About this period there arofe to notice 
one jEstJs, a man o f confummate wifdom,
IF  IN D E E D  HE M A Y  B E  D E E M E D  
A  M A N . He was eminently celebrated 
for his p<3wer o f working m iracles; and they who 
were curious, and detirous to learn the truth, flocked 
to him in abundanci*. He was followed bvihiiTfsnfe 
numbers o f  people, as well Jews as Gftntiles. This 
was that Chrift whom the princes and |rcat"men o f 
our nation accufcd. H e was dflivcred xip to the 
cr(jfs by Pontius Pilate; notwithllandThgVhieh,tJ\:-rc 
who originally adhered to him never fp/fook him. 
On t!>t third day nftcr his rrucifxian hr ivas fecn aliv^  agree
able to the prediftion o f  feveral prophets; he 
wrought a great number o f  marvellous a£ls: and 
there remain, even to this day, a left o f  people 
who bear the name o f CmusTiANS, who acknow
ledge this Chrift for theijr head. ^

About this time a moft difagieCable 
misfortune befell the Jew s: but the ac
count o f this I fhall poftponc till I have 
related I h e  particulars o f a  v e r y  Icanda- 
loufi tranlaftion d ia l  happened at Rome, on otcafion 
o f  a facrifice to His. A t the city above-mentioned 
Xjis a woman equally diftinguilhed by her birth and 
her virtue. H er name was Paulina. She was very  
rich; beautiful beyond the power o f defcription, 
and o f a deportment fo modeu that there w is not the 
flighteft taint on her charafter., She was the wife o f  
Saturninus, whowks a man every way worth’y o f  the 
pofTcffion o f fuch a woman.

N ow it happened that Decius Mundtis, oecibs Mun- 

a Roman knight, who was himfelf youhg ^« «>»«•<««- 
and accomplimed, fell violently in lo V e  
with Paulina, whofe rank exempted her from allhe- 
celfity o f  yielding through the force o f  money or 
prefents; but this circuimtance did but fo much the 
more inflamo the paflions o f  Mundus, who proceeded 
fo far as to make her an offer o f two hundred thoufand 
drachmas, on the condition o f  flecjiing one night 
with her. This offer being rejefted with the con
tempt it aeferved, he found that his jvifTion increafcd 
to fuch a degree, that life became altogether infup- 
portable; wherefore he formed a refolution at onte 
to.end his life and paffion, Ly llarying himfelf t  ̂
death. .

Now it happened at this time that there Ut't vUe »nd 
was a frced-wdman, a fervant'of the father 
o f Mundus, an artful Xre-Jtu re, Jiamed Ide, who was 
rather more verfcd in mtrigue than was confiftent 
with the charafter o f a>Mrfon o f  reputation. This 
woman, remarking the oehaviour o f  Mundus, and 
thinking diit the arguments o f reafon would have no 
w ^ h t  to influence his condud, fhe proceeded in a 
different manner; encouraged him to hope for a 
happy iffue o f his paffion, and faid that fhe did not 
deipa'ir o f  obtaining hin> the poffeflion o f  Paulina, 
which fhe thou^it might be procured for the fum o f 
fifty thoufand drachmas.

This
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■Method propofal afforded the highcft fatis-
whtrtky (he faftion to Mundus, who dcpofited the 

Xj2rtros«crj(k^nioney in her hands : but the woman was 
inwrr confcious that Paulina was not to be won 

'  by a bribe: wherefore, having confider-
ed o f  the affair, and rcflefting on the extreme reve
rence that fhe entertained for the goddefs His, fhe 
devifed the following contrivancc- H aving aftcm- 
bled^a num ber'of the priefts o f  Ifis, fwore them 
to keep inviolably fecret what (he had to reveal to 
them ; and the better to infure their compliance, fhe 
gave them twenty-five thouland drachmas, and pro- 
fKifr<^hem the fame fum when the bufinefs ftjould be 
com p w cd  : this being a prevailing argument, fhe 
related to them the circumuances o f  the affair, and 
warmly folicited their interference, to introduce 
Mundus to the company o f  Paulina. T he tempta
tion was fo great, t ^ t  the priefts found they had it 
not in their power to refift it, and promifed their beft 
affiftance; in purfuance o f  ^^hich, the eldelt o f  them 
immediately went to Paulina, and having demanded 
a private audience, informed her that he waited upon 
her with a mcffage from the god Anubis, wlio was 
violently'enam oured o f  her, and could not refrain 
from requefting that fhe would pay him a vifit. 
Paulina made the prieft extrem ely welcome ; »and 
was fo delighted with the idea o f the great hono\>r 

‘that was to be conferred on her, that fne could not 
help mentioning to the ladies o f  her acquaintance 
the fingular regard that was entertained for her by 
the god Anubis. She likewifc recounted the circum- 
ftance to hcrhufband; told him that an appointment 
was already made, and that fhe fliould eat and fleop 
with the god. T he hiifband, having had the moTt 
indubitable proofs o f  the virtue o f his wife, feemed 
very well pleafed with a circumflance fo much cal
culated to raife his jealoufy.
Munduief- *̂ he time appointed Paulina repaired
feftthiipur- to the temple, where flie fupped; and the 
poft in tr.e hour o f rcu being come, one o f the priefls

dark, inflead o f meeting with the god, fiie found 
Mundus, with whom (he pafl'ed the night, without

* having the leaft idea but that fhe had b e e h o n o u re d  
by the embraces o f  Anubis. Early in the morning, 
before the prieUs who were in the fecret had arifen, 
Mundus got up, an^quitted the tem ple; and fome 
time afterwards Paulina returned to her huiband, to 
whura flie related the flory o f  the honour that had 
been done h e r; and flic likewife recounted it to her 
female friends, in terms o f  grateful rapture. There 
was foniething fo fiugular m this affair, that they 
could fcarcely crcdit it; and yet they hardly knew 
how to dyubt it, from the high charaBer that Paulina 
had acquired for her invi<ilaie modefly.
Pauiin. .n- T hrcc days after this extraordinary ad- 
fuitedhyhtr vcnturc, Mundus happening by chance 

to meet the lady, laid, “  O  Paulina ! what 
obligations am I not under to you, for your kind- 
nefs in faving me the two hundred thoufand drach
mas with which I would have prefented you, and at 
length complying without a bribe 1 It is a luatter o f 

Z

indifference to me whether you enterfnin a regard 
for Mundus or not, (b you will but permit him to 
gratify hiu paffion in the charafter o f  Anubis;" and 
having faid this, he departed.

W hen Paulina came to refleft on what 
had happened, and to confider how vilely  the pric(inii4 
fhe had been tricked out o f  her virtue, <"*>« pvti«» 
(he tore her prm ents through vexation, 
related the affair to her hufbstnd, and intreated him, 
by the love he bore her, to procm^ fome punifh- 
ment to b e ’ inflitled on the offenders. Hereupon 
Saturninus acquainted the emperor o f  the affair* 
who having (Iritliy examined into it, gaVe orderj 
that tlie priefls fhould be crucified, together with 
Ide, who was*the contriver oT the plot, and the prin
cipal occafion o f iti being carried into execution 
aeainft a woman o f f'uch an amiable character. He 
likewift: ordered that the temple o f  Ifis fhould be 
pulled down, and her ftatue tnrown into tl\e river 
Tiber. W ith regard to Mundus, he was only ba- 
nifhed: allowance being made for the force o f  paf- 
fion in fo young a man. Thus much with regard to 
the ftory o f  Paulina. I now proceed to give an ac
count o f  the calamities o f  the Jews at Rome, agree
able to my promif'c.

C H A P .  V.

Four abandoned J E W S  ajfxmt tht CharaBers of Doc
tors o f the Law. Complaint ofthtir diforderly Pro» 
credings being made to T I B tR I U S , by SATUR-^ 
N IN U S, the JE W S are commanded to leave the City. 
Account o f'a  S A M A R IT A N  Imfnflor. P I L A T E  
routs the S A M A R IT A N S . M A R C E L L U S  
pointed Governor of A, and P I L A T E  or
dered to R O M E .

H T H E R t  was 
X  Jew, o f  the

at Rome at this time a Accounrof 
moft infamous charac- four 

ter imaginable, who had boen compelled 
to leave his country, to avoid the rigour o f  the law. 
Now this man, combining with three others, of*clia- 
rafcters equally infamous and abandoned, they hI- 
funied the appearance o f rabbies. read publicly on 
the laws o f Mofes, and pretendea to expound them 
to the people. B y this conduct they obtained a 
number o f di(ciplcs,‘ and among the red a woman 
named Fulvia, who wa.s a pcrfon o f  honour and cha- 
rafter, and inclined to the profefjion o f  xhtr <kir»uJ 
Judaif’m. Now Fulvi-a having altogether 
fubmitted.to the authority and difcipline 
of thefe men, they prevailed on her to 
entrud them with oblations o f gold and 
purple, for the ufe o f the holy temple at 
jerufSlem ; but as oftci! as they received 
her bounty they converted it to their own 
ufe. Now this atetfive praiilicc coming to the know
ledge o f  Fulvia, me wife o f Saturninus, fhe prevailed 
on her hufband to make the affair known xo Tibe-

F u l« ia  o f  
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b u t ,  b t i n j  ile - 
t e c U J .  I t c  r s .  
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m is; in coi.'Tcqucncc o f which the emperor ifiucd 
oi diTs that all the Jcw>s fliould immediatoly leave the 
c ity. O f  theic, lotir tliouland were entered upon the 
conjul’s roll, to lervc ai (bldiers, and lent into Sar
dinia; excluhvc ol whom there were great numlier^ 
v h o  refilled to bciir arms, on account o f their reli
gion; and thefe were puniflied by a variety o f  tor- 
nu nis, and then banifhed; the whole body o f  the 
Jv’ws fuflering pn account o f  four men o f  abandoned 
characters.
A Sinwrirtn Samaritans, 'at this time,
decriicr im-  ̂ without thcir fliurc o f” misfortunes. It 
poiwoiithe • happened that there was a notorious im- 
cr«outu». n'oltor smo^ig tlicfc people, who by the 
moft ridiculous florici, and extravagant lyxs, would 
IVecjuently afTemble a croud about him. This man 
tola the multitude, that if  they would but meet him 
at Mount Gerizim, he would give them a fight o f the 
holy v«lfels which Mofes had’ buried in tliat place 
fo many ages ago. Now fuch was the credulity -of 
^lii'fe ignorant people, that great numbers o f them 
allcmbled in arms, and belieged Tira<haba, expefcl- 

"IS. otiKTs to  comc and j.)in them; on 
r . i u t t d  b y  P i .  which they dctermmcd to go up to the 

iTiountain with a large army. But Pilate 
having intelligence o f their proceedings, 
got together a body o f  cavalry and infan

try, and took poflcfTion o f  the mountain, whence he 
attacked the Samaritans who had atTcmblcd near the 
village, gave them a total rout, with confiderable 
il'Augmi r ; and took and brought off a large number 
-of prifoners; and among this number he ordered 
•rhofc to be beheaded who were men o f  rank or in- 
tcrcft.

■TheSamiti- Soon aftcT tliis defeat, the chief perfons
t.nifuhibit among the Samaritans made application

Vitcllius, a perlbn o f the rank o f  con- 
lull ''h o  was at (hat time governor o f 

tp iippcar »t Syria, complaining o f the conduft o f
Rome. Pilate, and inhfting that he had been
giiilty o f murder. T h ey  faid that there was no in
tention o f  departing from the authority o f  Rome, by 
thcir meeting atT irathaba; llnce they meatit only 
to t̂ ake refuge againfi the arbitrary condufl. o f Pilate. 
Hereupon Vitellius commiffionea his friend Marcel- 
his to undertake the oiFjce o f  governor o f Judaea, 
and diretU d that Pilate fhould be fent to Rome, to 
anfw er, before the emperor, to the complaints that 
had been brought againlt him.  ̂ Pilate had now been 
poffcHed o f  his government te'n years; but, on this 
order, he prepared to depart for R o m e: however, 
Tiberius died before he arnvcd at that city.

C H A P .  VI.

V J T K U J U S  rm iti tht Duty on Fruiis, &c. H YR - 
C A N V S bniUs the CajiU A f ^ N l  A. C A IA -  
P H  A S  deprived o f (he Office Ihgh-prtrji, and 
jfO N A T U A N  advanced to it. A  Treaty between

T IB E R lU S  and A R T A R A N U S . 
raHer o f P H IL IP .

J  ^

' I I  F. feaft o f the pafTovcr, as it is dc-

Deafh and Cha-

'X '______A nominated among our people,-riow 
approaching, V'itelliiis departed into 
Juda-a, and goinc onward to Jorufalem, 
the Jews receivca him with a difliiiRion 
due to his rank; and he was bountiful enough to 
remit them the whole o f the duty on fruits. He 
likewile rcftortd to the priefts the ponfcfTion o f  the, ,  
pontifical robe.c and habits, which they depofited j ’-’. 
the temple, where they had been kept prevjrrJs to 
the caftle o f Antonia being the place o f their re
ception.

Now the firft high-pried o f  the name 
o f  Hyrcanus, having erefted a c.allle ad- 
i^icent to the temple, refided there the 
greatelt part o f  his time; and in this 
place, in his own cuftsdy, he kept the 
robes and ornaments o f  the high-pneft, which w'cre 
to be worn by no one but himfclf. As often as he 
changcd his habit, he conltantly depofited the facred 
vcllments in that caftle; a pra6tice which was fol
lowed by his fucceflbrs for a um fiderable time. On 
Herod's accefTion to the throne, he w'as fo highly 
(iclighted with the fituation o f  this place, as well as 
with it.s flrength and beauty, that he made improve
ments in it, at a great expence, and gave it the name 
Antonia, in honour o f  his worthy frietid Antony.
In this place Herod found the facred veftments, and 
there he caufed them to he kept, from an idea w’hich 
he had conceived that the Jews would be held in 
obedience as long as he had thofe in pofTeffion. O n  
the fame principle Archelaus, his fon and fucceffbr, 
afted in the very fame manner: and their example 
was follow'cd by the Romans, after the kingdom was 
reduced into a province : for thefe holy habiliments 
were conftantly depofited in a cabinet whicli Was 
made on purpofe for their reception* and kept un
der the feal o f the priefls, and the keepers o f  the 
facred treafury; ana a  lamp conftantly burnt before 
the p la cG . in confequence o f  direftions given to the* 
governor o f  the caftle for that purpofe. Thefe vefl- 
ments ufed to be regularly delivered by the gover
nor to the ^igh-prieu, on the feventh day preced
ing the three lolemn feftivals*; and the latter having 
caufed them to be made perfettly clean, wore them 
in the difcharge o f  his ofhce, ana on the following 
day refiored them to the place from whence they 
had been taken: and this was conftantly done on the 
Iblemn faft, as well as on the three other annual 
fcftivals.

liut now it became the will o f Vitellius 
to difcharge the governor from being any 
way anlwerable tor the care o f the pon
tifical habits, which, in favour of̂  the 
Jews, he committed to the cuftody o f the

Srieits, who had been the ancient keepers o f  them. 
Jot ion)j after this he deprived Jofeph, called Caia- 

phas, ot the ofHce o f  hi^h-prielt, and beftowed it 
on Jonathan, the ion o f  the high-prielt Ananus-, and

departed
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departed to Antioch. Toon after he had made this 
alteration.

- - A b o u t  this time Vitclliiis rcccivcd Ict- 
d ud S^  t ^  from Tiberius, direftine him to make
league with a Ifeague witH Artabanus; for he w4s an-
Arti anuj. nrchenfivc tliat the empire might be
endangered, if  the latter fliould maice a conquelt 
o f  Armenia : but Vitellius was dircQed not to ratif y 
the ieague, unlefs one o f the foiis o f  the king 
va s delivered as ah hoftagc. Hereupon Vitellius 
offered confiderable fums o f money to the kings 
o f  Iberia and Alania, on the condition o f  their 
I'rim^diately engaging in a war with Artabanus. 
T he j>K)ple o f  iberia could not be induced to lend 
any farther aflillance to this plan, than to admit the 
Alanians to a free paffage through their city, that 
they might pafs by the Cafpian'mountains, and thus 
obtain eafy admilTion into the kingdom o f A rta
banus.
ThePiithinni T his inroad Qpcafioned the immediate 
u f e  A r m e n i i .  J o f ,  o f  Arm enia to the Parthians; and 
this was followed by fo. violent an incurfion into 
their own country, that moll o f  their nobility were 
deltroyed, together with the fon o f  their king, 
and fuch immenfe multitudes o f  the common pco- 
)le, that the land was in a great degree depopulated 
IV this invafion. B y  this time Artabanus began •« 

difcover that he was betrayed by thole in whom he 
had placed the greateft degree o f  confidence; and 
that Vitellius, by the means o f  bribes, had induced 
his friends and near relations to join in a plot for his 
deflruftion: wherefore, not knowing jn  whom to 

place any confidence, led, under the inalk 
o f friendlhip, he Ihould be treated in a 
treacherous manner; and having very 
good reafon to believe that pcrlons o f  
flie lirft rank and quality were engaged in 

the fcheme againfthim, he inilantfy made hiscfcape 
to the interior provinces, where he m etwidi imme
diate protedion; and an army o f  the Dahi and Saci 
coming to his aHillance, he was not only enabled to 
•vanquilh his enemies, but to recover his kingdom. 
T r e t t y  h t .  P ”  thangc in the Hate of^lfairs, an 
tw ccfi T * b e -  alliance with Artabanus was propofed by 

T iberius; and the propol'al being accept
ed, the two parlies confented to meet, 

cach attended by his ff\iards, to treat o f  the bufinefs, 
on the middle o f the bridge over the river Euuhrates. 
A s foon as the treaty was concluded, a molt fump- 
tuous and fupeib entertainment was provided for 
them both by Herod the tetrarch, in a tent which, at 
a great expcncc, had been crefted over the lame 
river. Not long after this Artabanus fent his Ion 
Darius as an hollage to Tiberhis, together with a 
number o f  prefents, among which was one Eleazar, 
a Jew, known by the name o f the giant, remarkable 
for being o f the allonilhing height o f feven cubits. 
In a little time Artabanus returned to Babylon, and 
Vitellius to ntioch.
H«foa riva It was the wifli o f Herod to tranfmit the
•tftiic* lo firlt account o f this good news refpe£ling
yifeiiius. hollages; wherefore, without lolii oT
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time, he difpatched a rtielfengerto Tiberius, with all 
the particulars relating thereto. Some time after
wards Vitellius, a confular governor, fent intelli
gence o f  the fame kind to Ca:far, on receiving o f  
which be returned fimply thisanfw er: That he had 
informed him o f nothing new, for tliat Herod had 
previoully acquainted him with every particular. 
This anticipation o f the good news by Herod, gave 
the utmoft offence to V itellius; b u t^ e ftifled his in
dignation fm- the prefent, nor took farther notice o f 
the affair till Caius fucceeded to the government.

A t  this period, which was in the twen- Dt,(h,n4 
tieth year o f  the reign o f  Tiberius, died c h a t a f l c r  o f  

Philip, the brother o f  HerogJ, after hav- 
ing been tetrarch o f  Trachonitis, Gaula- ' •>’roth*r. 
nites, and Batanaca, for the fpace o f feven and thirty 
years. H e was a man dillinguifhed by his modera
tion, and devoted to the quiet enjoyment o f  his eafe; 
his whole life being Ipent within the diltrifl over 
which he was appointed to prefide. He very leldoin 
left his own houfe, and when he did, it was in com
pany with a few felefcl friends; and he had a chair 
carried after him, which, on particular occafions, 
he ufed to convert into a lea* ofjuftice. As it Ibme- 
times happened that he met perlonson the road who 
had need o f  his judicial affillance, it was his cultom 
not to lofe any time, but to hear the caufe immedi
ately, and to acquit or condemn the party, according 
to the llrength o f the evidence. His death happenca 
at Julias, and he was interred with the utmoft pomp 
and magnificence, in a monument which he had 
caufed to be ereaed  for his reception. As he left 
no children behind him, the emperor decreed that 
his ellate Ihould be annexed to Syria, but on the 
condition that the country Ihould not be deprived o f  
the tributes hereafter to be railed in the tetrarchy.

C H A  P. VII.

H E R O D  the Tetrarch, being married to the Daughter 
o f A R E T A S , Jalh  in Love with H E R O D IA S , 
and propofes to marry her, and abandon hii prefent 
Wife. This is difcovrred by the Wife, and refettied by 
A R E T A S , who conquers H E R O D  in Battle. The 
Death o f JO H N  B A P T IS T , by Order o f HE^ 
R O D . Account o f the Family o/" H E R O D  the 
Great.

At  this period a war took placc be- Hired and 
tween Herod and Aretas king o f 

Petra, occafioned by the following cir-" thecaufeJof 
cumltarrce. H erod tne tetrarch had been 
for a confiderable lime married to the 
daughter o f  A retas; buj having bufinefs that called 
him to Rom e, in his way thither he vifited Herod, 
his brother-in-law, who was grandfon o f  Simon, the 
high-prieft, by the daughters fide. W hile on this 
vtht ne became violently enamoured o f  Herodiasj 
the wife o f his brother, and the daughter o f  Arillo-

4 P . buliis,
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bulijs, their brother ; and Ihe was alfo Cftcr o f 
Agrippa, who was afterwards king. Impelled by the 
force o f  his paffion, he proi>ofea to marry her wher^
he (hould return from Rome, and to part with the
daughter o f  Ar,ctas; and on this condition the match 
was mutually agreed on.

This contrafl being made, he purfued 
his voyage to Rom e, and having dif-
patoSed his bufincl^ there, returned to
the place o f  his own relidenc^ In the in* 
terim his wife, having obtained fome in

formation o f what had pafled between him and H e
redias, told him in a manner that could not give him 
the leaft caufe o f  fufpicicm, that flie /liould be happy 
i f  he would but pennu her to pafs a little time acM a- 
chaeras, which was a caflle on the borders o f  the do
minions o f Aretas. Now Herod, not having the leaft 
idea o f  her real intention, readily confented to the 
journey. It is to be remarked that Macha:ras, be
ing a place devoted to the wife’s father, ever)' thing 
was properly prepared for her further journey ; im
mediately on her arrival the governor o f  the palace 
furnifliea her with Arabian guards, who loll no time 
in conveying her from place to place, till at length 
fhc arrived at the palace o f  her father, where flic re
lated to him the particulars o f the new conncdion 
that had been formed by Herod.
H * r» < i '» » r ro y  Grcat unealinefs arofe from this cir- 
r.utea by cumltance, and as, previoufly thereto, 
Atetu. there had been a difpute'between the par
ties refpeQing the boundaries o f fome lands in Ga- 
mala, and as tw o  armies were already in the field,
for the purpofe o f  adjuiting this difference, the above 
affair was made a pretext for an immediate battle, in 
which H erod’s party was utterly routed: but this was 
principally owing to the treachery o f a number o f  
defertersj who were at this time in the pay o f H erod, 
after having abandoned the caufe o f  Pnilip. Herod 
loll no time in acquainting Tiberius with the parti
culars o f  the above affair; who being enraged at the 
condufc"̂  o f  Aretas, direfted Vitellius to make war on 
him immediately, and either to fend his head, or to 
bring him prifoner to Rome.

It was at this time the prevailing opi
nion among the Jews, that the above dif- 
aiter was a proof o f  the vengeance o f 
Heaven againil Herod and his army, on 
account o f  John, furnamed the Baptilt, 

■whom this tetrarch had caufed to be inhumanly mur
dered. Now the Baptift had not been guilty o f  any 
crime.. His cullom was, to exhort the Jews to the 
love and praftice o f every virtue ; he principally 
iiififted on their lives being regulated by the rules o f 
piety and juftice j urged the neceffity o f regeneration 
oy baptifm and a new life; and inhfted, tliat it was 
not by abftaining from any particular offence, but by 
a conUant courfe o f  goodnefiF, that they could receive 
the ben<;fit o f fuch regeneration.
Htifbtidia Baptitt had now acquired great
grcJ’rrLn“ CTcdil and authority among the people, 
iio.iiu(»e- by  the holinefs o f  his life ; and this was 
•««. evident by the number o f  his difciplcs,
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and the veneration they entertained for his doftrine. 
li) fatt, they feenied to be fo totally devoted to his 
will, as to be altogether under his infhift>’ f £ ; inio ' 
much that Herod was jealous left his Wgh dogice of 
reputation Ihould tempt them to revom T o  prevent, 
therefore, the dreaded conl'equences, le determined 
on his deftruHion before he could have an opportu
nity o f  perpetrating any aCt o f  m ifchiefj rather thati 
wait the event, and repent after the att was cor>,mit- 
ted. Urged by this conlideration, hedif- 
patched him to Macha*ras (the place 
above-mentioned; as a prifoner, direct
ing that he fhould be immediately put to 
death; and die fentcnce was executed 
agreeable to the inllrufclions; but the impiety o f  the 
deed was followed by an almoll immeaiate divine 
verjgeaee on H erod; agreeable to the idea o f the 
Jews, that he had been punifhed for fpilling the 
blood o f  that holy man.

A t this time Vitellius,was making pre- vitfiii« * 
parations lor the war in Arabia, and was m»nhti to.- 
aftually on his march towards Petra, hav- 
ing ynder his command two legions o f horfe and 
foot o f  the Roman auxiliaries. W hen he had got 
as far as Ptolemais, and was on the point o f  crofling 
Juda;a, he was met by the principal people o f  the 
«-ountry, who moft earneftly folicitea him that he 
would take a different route ; for that tbe Je,wilh law 
was infulted, and their religion profaned, by the 
images that the P^omans ufually carry in their c o 
lours. This realon had its proper weight with the 
general, who directed that his army Ihould march 
about, by the way o f  a large p lain; and in the mean 
time he took with him Herod the tetrarch, and fe- 
veral other friends, and went up to Jerufalem, to 
off er public worlhip, on occafion o f a folenin feftival 
which was then_ approaching. H e made 
three days ftay in tiis  city, during which 
time he was treated wkh all poffible marks 
o f honour arid refpc6l; and while he re
mained there, he deprived Jonathan o f  
the office o f  high-prielt, and conferred it on his bro
ther Theophilus : and on the fourth day he received 
letters which announced the death ofTiberius, where
upon he caufed the people to fwear allegiance to his 
fucceifor, Caius C aligu la ; and this being done, he 
gave orders for the recall o f  hi» troop-s, and direfted 
that they Ihould go into winter quarters; the changc 
in the government having detergiined him to put a 
period to the w ar; and alter this he returned to An
tioch.

A  tradition is current, that when this 
expedition o f  ViteUius was talked of, A re
tas confulted the wizards and fortune
tellers, reljx-'Qing what fliould be the iffue 
o f  the affair; and that the anfwer which 
he rtceived was to the following purpofe : “  That 
the army then on the march fhouui never arrive at 
Petra; for that either one o f the prinrrg ftiould die, 
or he that commanded the army, or thî  perfon that 
was deputy in the command, or the party againlt 
whom tlic war was levied.”

At
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Account of 
llft^od Uie 
Grĉ t.

At this period Agrippa, the fon o f  Arif- 
tobiilus, had been at Rome about a year, 

v ” '7" -J^vin^ matters o f  great importance to 
tr'nrftrtt w itlX ’a;liir. But before I fay any thing far- 
fUer o f  him, It will be proper that I mention u)me- 
thing with regard to Merod and his fa m ilp  fince in 
them is exhibited a fingular iiiftance o f  the wifdom 
and power o f  the providence o f G od. In the cafe o f  
Hei*)d, wc fliall lee that the having a numerous fa
mily, the poUeffion o f a folendid fortune, with royal 
power anti dij'nity, are o f  no avail, without the more 
valuable pofleflions o f piety and ju ftic e : lincc there 
was lifarcely any remains o f  the very large fiimily o f 
HerotNn the fpace o f a hundred years. This eon- 
lideratioi) is fufficicjit to humble the pride o f the 
arrogant, and to raife the contemplation.of the vir
tuous man, on the wonderful advancement o f  A grip
pa, who, from a private ftation, contrary to all hu
man expeftation, was raifed to a degree o f power fo 
very extraordinary. *
H i .  f a m ily  I have heretofore mentioned fomething 
and progeny, attait in the general, but lhall now *
defcend to particulars. B y Mariamnc, the daughter 
o f Hyrcanus, Herod the Great had tw'o daughters; 
one o f them was named Salampfo, who was niarriea 
to Phafael, the fbn o f  Phafael, elder brother to the 
king, by the confent o f  the father. T h e  name o f th« 
other daughter was Cypros, who was married to A n
tipater, Herod’s nephew, by his fifler Salorne.

Salampfo had five children by Phafael, viz. three 
fons, Antipater, H erod, and A lexander; and two

'pros j 
ileman

the former 
o f  the ille

o f
o f

daughters, Alexandra and C 
whom married Tim ius, a no 
Cypros, and died child lcfs; and the latter was mar
ried to Agrippa, the fon o f Ariftobulus. Cypros 
bore to Agrippa two fons and three daughters. T h e  
fons were named Agrippa and Drufus, the lalt o f  
whom died while he was under a g e ; and the daugh
ters were called Berenice, Mariamnc, and Drufilla. 
Agrippa the father was educated under the carc ot 
his grandfather Herod the Great, as were likewife 
H erod and Ariftobulus, and alfo Berenice, who was 
the daughter o f  Salome and Coltabarus.# A t this 
time the children o f  Ariftobulus were infants, when 
their father, and his brother Alexander (as hath been 
before noted), were put to death by the command of 
Herod. On their adv^ cem ent to years o f  maturity, 
tins H erod, the brother o f Agrippa, wedded Mari- 
amne, the daughter o f  Olympias (who was daughter 
of king Herod), and o f  Jofeph, il’e brother o f H e
rod; and o f this marriage Ariftobulus was born. 
Now Ariftobulus, Agrippa’s third brother, was mar
ried to Jotapc, the daughter o f  Sampfigeram, king 
of Em efenes; and by her he had a daughter, born 
deaf, who received the name o f her mother. The 
above is a lift o f  the children o f  the three brothers : 
their filler, Herodias, was married to Herod, the 
tun o f Herod the Great, by his wife M^riamne, the 
daughter o f Simon the high-prieft; and o f this mar
riage was born Salome ; out after her birth, Hero- 
dias, in defiano; o f all the laws o f honour and con- 
icience, did not hcfitatc to takt, for her fecond huf-

band, Herod the tetrarch o f G aiilfc , though fhe was 
wife to his brother by the father’s fide j and had like
wife a former hulband living at the time o f this fe
cond marriage. T he daughter, Salome, was marri. 
ed to Philip, the fon o f  Herod the tetrarch o f  Tra- 
chonitis, who died without iffu e ; after vhich fhe 
was married to Ariftobulus, the fon o f  Herod, and 
brother o f  A g rip p a ; and three fons were born o f 
this marriage ; vi?.. Herod, Agrippa', and Ariftobu
lus. Thus inuch with regard to the family o f Phafavl 
and Salampfo.

T o  Antipater Cypros bore a daughter, which took 
her own name, and who was married to Alexas Sel- 
cius, the fon o f A lexas, by \\*om he had one daugh
ter, likewise named Cypros. Herod and Alexander 
(as hath been mrntioned) were the brothers o f Atf- 
tipater, and died without children. Now Alcxandenx 
the fon o f Herod the king (the fame who was put to 
death b y  his father), haa two children, named A le x 
ander and Tigranes, by Glaphyra, the daughter o f  
Archelaus, king o f Cappadocia.

T h e above-named Tigranes died without iffu e: 
he was king o f Armenia, and the fame who had an 
accufiition brought againft him by the Romans. A lex
ander had likewife a fon named Tigranes, after his 
uncle, who was promoted by N ero to be king o f 
Arm enii. He had alfo a fon named Alexander, who 
was married to Jotapc, the daughter o f Aniiochus 
king o f  Comagena, and was advanced by Vcfnafian 
to the dignity o f king o f Lefis in Gihiia. T he family 
o f  Alexander foon (feparted from the laws and cul- 
toms o f the Jews, and embraced thofo o f the Greeks. 
There were no children left by the reft o f the daugh
ters o f Herod the Great. Thus having'given an ac
count o f  the pofterity o f  this prince, down to the 
reign o f  Agrippa, I ffiall in the next place recount 
the hiftory ot Agrippa himfelf, together with that 
variety o f  providential incidents, which in the end 
advanced him to fo diftinguiftied a ftation.

C H A P .  VIII.

jlccount o f the Rife o f A G R IP P A . A R I S W B U -  
LU S the Eneiny o f A G R IP P A . A G R IP P A  
Vifits T IB E R IU S . He ii appointed Govcrnnr to 
T IB E R IU S  N E R O . His Imprifonrnent, which is 
rendered tolerable by A N T O N IA . T IB E R IU S  
bejiows the Government on C A W S , and charges him 
to aB generoujly by his Brother, whom he after
wards atftroys. Death and CharaRcr o f T  IB E R L  
US, who is fucceeded by C A IU S. The Declaration 
o f CAIUS CjE SA R , who or ders A G R IP P A  to be 
releafed. The Crowning o f A G R IP P A . The Go
vernment o f J U D jE A ^ iv cn  to M A R C E L LU S.

SO M E  fmall time previous to the death 
o f  Herod the Great, Agrippa refid- «»d

ing at Rome, and being often in the family 
o fth e  emperor, became a very great favourite o f  

3 ^  his



33^ T H E  W H O L E  G E N U I N E  WO R KS  OF JO S E P H U S . XVnL

t  his fon'D rufus, and alfo obtained the good opinion
f  o f  y^uonia, the wife o f the elder Drufus, liirough

the interefl. o f  his inotlier B('.renicc, for wliorn Anto- 
jiia had a >nofl particular eltecni. Agrippa was by 
nauire rather inclined to cxtruvapance > but during 
the life o f  hiy mother, he reflrained him fclf within 
fomi? reafonable bounds; lier death at length m ak
ing him maftcr o f  his own conduCt, he began to give 
cxpccmve treaty and make profure and coftly pre- 
fcDtK, particularly to the dependents ainl domellics 

rfTthe court, where it was that he hoped to raife his 
' fortune. B y  thcfc means he involved him fclf in

'  debt to fuch a degree, tliat he could no longer make
his appearance at Romcr; befides, at this t;mc, T ib e
rius having the misfortune to lofe his forr, he could 
not now endure the light o f any o f  the favourites o f  
l)rufus. left he fliould be rcinii;dcd o f the lofs he 
had fuftaincd.

Agrippa having thus fquandered his 
M.ith.,»hrre moncj', and deuroj’ed his reputation, by 
heibaudoin the irregularity o f his condutl; and his 
meUechaV Creditors being anxious with him to dif- 

charge their demands, which it was not in 
his power to do, he returned to'Juda;a ; and w'hen 
tlwre, feeing no hope o f  retrieving his fortune, and 
blufliing for the folly he had been guilty of, he re
treated to Maltha, a caltle in Idumaea, having con
ceived an intention that, in that place, he would 
put an end to an exiftence that was no longer fup- 
portable. Cypros obferving the defponding humour 
o f  her hufljana, and remarking that his melancholy 
fecmed to forebode the moft fatal confequences, ex
erted her utmoft endeavours to prevent the misfor
tune which (he dreaded; and particularly wrote to 
tier filter Herodias a circumftantial account o f  the 
calamitous fituation in which he lived ; and moft ear- 
neftly urged her, by all the tics o f honour and con- 
fanguinity, to afford him fome immediate relief: 
fhe faid that flic did every thing that was in her own

f)ower, and hoped that her example would be fol- 
owed by her fitter.

Her diisin- Hcrodias was fo much afTefted by this 
♦e-eftjbrrwf rcprcfcntation, that fhe joined with her

* hufband in fending a meflage, defiring that
p.fion tor Agrippa would attend them ; when they
him. gave him a peufion, and brftowed on him
the government o f  T ibtrias, for his immediate fup- 
p o rt: but Herod did not long continue in this gene
rous difpofition, nor was Agrippa very well con
tented with his prefent fituation. Now It happened 
thlit, on a certain time,' when they were drinking at 
T-yrc» Herod m ide many ungenerous reflefclions 
on Agrippa, on account o f  his povertj’', and intimat
ed, among other things, that he was fupported by 
his bounty.
Btinc inrutir̂  This infult was too great to be borne by 
by lUrod, he png o f Agrjppa’c fp irit; he therefore re- 
Vi^i.'who paired to viiit Flaccus, an old particular 
ttvour.biyre- uicnd o f  his whcn at Rome, who was at 
Mite. him. govcrnor o f  Syria. Flaccus
received him in the moft free and hofpitable man
n er: but at this time Ariliobulus, the brother o f

H e  i n c a r i  
th e  h A trfd  o f  
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Agrippa, was a vifitor in the fame houfe : the for
mer was his enemy, though his brother: yet Flacwis 
divided his favours and civilities indiflEw^inly bx̂  
tween them, as if no animofity had fii^nfted.' nri- 
ftobulus, however, urged by the mdft implacaWe 
malice, ftill kept up the quarrel, and would not reft 
till he had infpircd Flaccus with a bad opinion o f 
Agrippa, which was effefted in the following man
ner: The inhabitants o f Damafcus, and thofc o f 
Sidon, had a violent difpute between them, refpcB- 
ing the boundaries of their territories, and Flaccu* 
was fixed upon to hear and determine the caufe. 
Now the people o f Damafcus, being in fo r m ^  that 
Flaccus and Agrippa were on tcm s o f  the'utmoft 
intimacy, thou^ t it would be a ftroke o f  good policy 
previoufiy to engage the interefl o f  Agrippa, by 
Dribing him with a fum o f money. T h e bargain be
ing made, and promifes o f  mutual fecrecy given, 
Agrippa exerted all his intereft for tlie people o f 
Dama cus againft thofe o f Sidon^

Now Ariliobulus, having difcovered
■ that Agrippa had received a bribe to tran- 

fafct this bufinefs, went to the governor, 
and complaincd o f the ccmduft o f his bro
ther; and Flaccus, examining into the 
merits o f  the affair, and finding proof againft 
ftgrippa, difmiffed him from his favour, and left hira 
to feek a fupport in the belt manner he was able. 
Hereupon Agrippa went back to Ptolem ais; and 
being in abfolute want o f the neceffaries o f  life, he 
came to a refolution to return into Italy. Thus dif  ̂
trelfed, he gave direftions to Marfyas, a freed-man 
of his, to apply to the brokers, to raife a fum o f 
money, on any terms whatever, to anfwer his pre- 
ent demand. In confcquence o f thefe direftions 
Vlarfyas went to Protus, a freed-man o f Berenice 
the mother o f  Agrippa, his late patrorefs, who, by 
ler laft will, had recommended him to the fervice o f  

A ntonia); and propofed to him to advance a fum o f 
money to Agrippa, on the fecurity o f his own bond. 
Protus faid that he was already in his d e b t: yet 
Marfyas prevailed upoii him to lend twenty thou- 
fand attio drachmas, on the fecurity abov® mention
ed ; but o f this fum he gave no more to Agrippa than 
feventeen thoufand five hundred pieces, retaining 
the other twctthoufand five hundred to himfelf, for 
the trouble-taken in procuring this advance: nor 
was Agrippa in circumftances to difpute about this 
extortion.

As foon as he was pofli'ffed o f  this mo
ney, Agrippa proceeded to Anthedon, 
where he met with a fhip calculated for 
his Icrvice, and made preparations for go
ing to fea : but Herennius Capito, the procurator of 
Jamnia, hearirig o f  this circumftance, i'ent a number 
o f  foldiers to him, to demand the payment o f  three 
hundred thoufand pieces o f  filver, the property of 
the king, which he had borrowed whcn he was at 
Rorne. This circumftance occafioned fome little de
lay in Agrippa’s proceeding; but he amufed the fbl- 
diers with fair promifes, and, when nighty ^ame on, 
cut his cable, and flipped out to fea, li^eHng his

courfc
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Sufctrsofhii coiirfc towards Alexandria. O n his arri- 
.itiiiccitoob- val at that city, he made application to 
lain iT.onfy, A lexan d er, the principal officer o f the re- 

rcqihi^ing that he would lend him two hun
dred thoufancBpieces o f money on his bond, 'l o this 
the officer replied, “  W ith regard to yourfelf, I have 
not faith enough in you to credit you with fuch a 
fin ii; but your v«fe appears to be a woman o f excm- 
plarii charatter and amiable dtportm ent; and Ihe 
lhall have the money if  ffie will give her Iccurityfor 
it.” In this manner the matter was fettled ; and Cy-

f ros becoming bound for the fum wanted, Alexander 
Lirnifhed Agrippa with five talents on the foot, and 

gave tm i letters o f  credit, to receivc the reli at Pu- 
te o li; for he was unwilling to trufl the whole fum 
with him at oncc, lell he fhould apply it to improper 
purpofes. B y  this time Cypros was convinced tnat 
there* w’as no poffibility o f preventing her hulband’s 
proceeding; wherefore ffie and her children went 
over land to Judaea. ^
Cĉ toRome. ,  '^Vhcn Agrippa arrived at Putcoli, he 
and ii kindly lent a letter to lib e r iu s  Lailar, w ho was 
rtcmtj by tin-n at Capreae, informing him that he 

had come fc> far (o pay his humble refpefts 
;o him ; and requeuing hispcrmiffion to wait on him. 
'I’iberius did not heJitate to fend him an anfwer re
plete with kindnefs, in which he informed him tha  ̂
le fliould be happy to fee him at Ca )rea\ Thither 
\grippa went, and on his arrival Tiberius received 

liim wiUi open arms,andwelcomed him to the palace, 
where he enterlaincd him in the mofl generous and 
liofpitable manner, thereby proving liis fincerity 
when he gave him the invitation. But on the follow
ing day letters to Tiberius arrived from Herennins 
Capito, complaining o f the condutl o f Agrippa, and 
Hating, “  That w’hen he demanded payment o f  a 
bond for tliree hundred thoufand pieces which had 
been long fincc due to the emperor, Agrippa de
parted in a fecret manner, lb that the money would 
probably be loft.”

This conduCl was fo highly offijnfive to 
Tiberius, that be commanded the officers 
of his bed-chamber not to pennit A grij^ a  
to depart till the debt was difchafgcd. On 
the contrary, Agrippa did notl'eem to re

mark the difpleafure o f the emperor, but immediately 
applied to Antonia, mcHher o f (iermanicns and Clau
dius, who was afterwards advanced to the fovereign 
Jcwef. T o  her he related his and told
ler that he was likely to loie the favour o f  the em

peror, for want o f  die above-mentioned three hun
dred thoufand p icce s: whereupon fhe lent him 
the money, in honour o f the memory o f Berenice, 
and the mutual friendfhip they had entertained for 
cach other; exclufive ot which, Agrippa had been 
the companion and play-fellow o f her fon Claudius, 
almoR from his eariieft infancy. Having received 
this money, he difcharged his debt, and was rein- 
flated in the favour o f  Tiberius. This condu6t had 
InchaneffeCl on the emperor, that he committed his 
grandfbn, Tiberius Nero, the fon o f Drufus, to the 
car<“ and government o f  Agrippa, requeliing that lie 
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by  H o re n n iu f  
wilkadefrauit 
he  is d i rm ii f e J  
th e  c o u r t .

R u fp irio u t  
w o rd -s fp o k fii  

h itn»  • n d  
h f i r 4  b /  l :u «  
t /c h u i*

would l)c confbntly in his company, and regulate 
his whole condiift. Agrippa, however, h adfoftronc 

. an i(ka o f his obligations to Antonia, that he paid 
his principal attention and’ tefpeft to her grandfon 
Caius, for vbom the people iii genera) had the highcll 
efteem, not only refperling his perfonal virtues, but 
on account o f the reverence which they entc:tained 
for the memory o f  his father. Germanicus. A t this 
period a Samaritan, one o f Cartfar’s frced-men, lent 
Agrippa a million o f  pieces, with pah  o f  which he 
dilcharged His debt to Antonia, and employed the 
remainder in p^'tng the expence incurved by his 
attendance on Caius, with whom he had now con
tracted the utmofl friendfhip.

It happened that on a paTtirnlar day 
Caius and Agrippa were riding out 
in a chariot, without any other company, 
when Tiberius became the fubjert o f  con- 
verfation; on which Agrippa exclaimed,
“  From my heart I wifh it would pleafe God that 
Caius was in his place !" Now Eutychus,a freed-maa 
o f  Agrippa, who at that tinie drove the carriage, 
heard thefe words fpoken ; but took no notice o f  
them for the prefeaf. Some little time afterwards 
Eutychus was charged with ro})bing Agrippa, and 
carrying off' Conic of' his cloarh'>. The man was really 
guilty o f the offence; and was apprehended, and 
carried before Pifo, the governor o f  the place, to 
undergo an examiiiation. Am ong other queftions, 
Pifo afkedhim how it happened that he ran away v to 
which be replied, “  That the life o f Tiberius was in 
danger, and be was going to make a difcovery o f 
the plot." On this declaration he v as fent niu&r'y Ar. 
bound to Capre.T, where Tiberius flill 
kepthiin in chains : for tile emperor, in all 
affairs o f flare, was certain lythe moft dilatrtry man 
that ever exifted. flmbaffiidors cofild not obtain an 
audience o f him without a tedious d elay ; nor 'wouhl 
he nominate people to fuccced to governments o f  
provinces, til! he had certain knowledge o f the 
(leath o f  thcf former poff'eflbrs. It was his cullom, 
likewife, to permit prifbners to remain a long time 
unexamiin'd; and w icn his friends afked the reafon* 
o f this fingular condutl, he would addrtfs them in 
the following m anner:

“  I f  I were too eafy o f  accefs, and jj-avc R c tfim *  t i v m
!»)• Tib»Tij;» 
to r  h l« a tU y » .

and that

too ready an admiflion to embaflhdorsj I 
ftiould find that they who were fneedily 
received, would be fpeedily dirmilTcu; 
others would foon be fent to lupply their places'; fo 
that by this mode o f  proceeding, I fhould be perpc; 
tually embarrafTed by giving frefli audiences; and a 
great part o f my life would be fpeiu in the receiving 
and difmiffing of'cmbalfadors. W ith regard tO offi
cers, when they arc oncc fixed in their ftations, it is 
more advantageous to the fubjefct to retain them, 
than changc them for others; for covetoufnefs is the 
vice o f  magiftrates ; now perfons who wnaginc they 
hold their offices during their good behaviour, will 
be lefs rapacious than they who expetl to be fpeedily 
difmifredf. I will illuflrate tliis matter to you by re
citing ananciicnt fkbltt.— A  wounded may lay by the 
. 4 Q  lidc
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fide of a road, unable to help himfelf, v.’hile namberc 
o f  llicff fwarmcd on'his fores, and gave liim no fmall 
degree ol uni'afint'fs. A  man of humanity happen
ing to pafs that road, cxprelfed his rcadinefs to drive 
them away, and relieve the iwor inan from his fuf- 
ferings:— B y no means, cried he; leave them in their 
irc’ lent Htuation; for thele flics, when their hunger is 
aiisficd, do not torment me nearly as much as a new 

fct would do, that may Come half flarved. Now 
. this is precifely the cafc between fubjc8s and newly 

appointed magidrates, who are to be coniidcred only 
as Trefh flics, come to f»ick the blood o f  the people.

It is unneceffary to adduce any other proof ol this 
being the true charatlcr o f  Tiberius, than the cir- 
cnmltancc o f his apprtinting only Gratus, and his 
fuccefibr Pilate, to be governors o f  Judica, during a 
reign o f  twenty-two years: and he governed the 
other parts o f his empire in the fame manner. T h e

♦ rcafon that he alligncd for the not bringing o f pri- 
foncrs to a fpeedy trial, was, that their lufFcrings 
might be fo much tnc nH>rc tedious, as a punifliinent 
for their former offences; fince protra6led torments 
were worfe than death.

Eiitychus being kept fo long in chains 
was evidently the confcquence o f  this dif- 
nofition o f  Tiberius; but the empe ror at 
length coming from Caprcae to Tufcula- 
num, diftant only one hundred furlongs 

from Agrippa, he rCquclled A n ton u  to folicit that 
Eutychus might be examined, that what he had to fay 
againft his patron might be known at once. Now T i 
berius entertained a fingular refpeQ; for Antonia, 
partly on account o f  affinity, for Ihe was his filler- 
in-Iaw, and the widow o f Drufus; and partly for her 
fteady virtue, in refufing a fccond marriage in the 
prime o f  her life, to which fhe had been earneflly 
preffed by Auguftus himfelf. In faQ., her whole life 
exhibited a pattern o f the moft exemplary virtue, 
JExclufivc o f the above confiderations, Tibeitius was 
under perfonal obligations to Antonia, which he 
could not forget; fince her wifdom, fidelity, and di- 
liRencc, bad laved his life from the defperatc machi
nations o f  Sejanus; for he was poffeffed o f  great 
power and credit, a captain o f the guards, and liad 
engaged in the confpiracy a numoer o f  the moft 
eftiinent fcnjitor*, many of̂  Csefar’s freed-men, feve- 
ral o f  the favourites at court, and’fome o f the military 
T h c c o n f p i r . .  ojfficefs. T hc cfcapc, thcrcforc, o f Tibc- 
cy ofstj-niii rius was rather extraordinary, and tiie 

ctf’eQs o f  the trcafonablc intejuion were 
’  *' evidently defeated by the refoWte induf- 

try o f Antonia; for no fooncr was fhe in
formed o f the horrid intention, than fhe wrote down 
a narrative o f all the particulars o f  ihe plot, as they 
came to her knowledge, and fent them, from time 
to time, to Tiberius at Caprea*. by the hands o f 
Pallas, who was an approved and confidential fer- 
vant o f the emperor; and«in confcquence o f this 
difrovcry, the confederacy and thofe coiicerncd in 
it being made known, Sejanus and his accomplices 
received the reward due to their dements.

It may be prefumed that if  Antonia’s T.hrrigs.n. 
merit was great with "I'iberius before fhe devours to 
had rendered him this piece o f  fe rv ic ^  
it was much greater afterwards: fo t ^ t  Eû > ,  
wlien, at the requelt o f Agrippa, fhe ftad 
repeatedly urged the emperor to hear the charge of 
Eutychus, he could not refufe to comply wiih her 
folicitatlons; but he addreffcd hci*to the following 
Durport: “ I f this nian has reported fallehoo^  re- 
petling Agrippa, he has been already fulhcicntly 

punifhed in the kngfh o f his imprilonmeiit; but let 
Agrippa beware how he profecutes thjs matter with 
too great a degree of rigour; lefl, on a d ear invefli- 
gation o f the affair, the punifhir.ent he inteai'i'ls for 
Eutychus fliould fall on his own head.” Antonia re
ported the contents o f this fpeccli to A grippa; but 
the more carnefl fhe was in advifing him to declinc 
all farther thoughts o f profecuiion, the more refblvcd 
be feemed to have the matter determined by a full
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cxatDination.
W hen fhe found that he refufed to be 

advifed, fhe took an opportunity, w h ^  
the emperor was pafTuig by in a chair, 
after dinner, with Caius and Agrippa 
walking before him, to advance immedia
tely to Tiberius, with a repeated requefl that Euty- 
^hu$ might be brought to an immediate examination; 
on which he addrefied her in the following m anner: 
“  I call heaven , to witnefs, that what 1 am now 
about to confent to, is contrary to tny own inclina
tion, and merely in compliance with your urgent 
requeft.” H aving faid this, he gave orders to 
M acro, who had fuccceded Sejanus as p p tain  o f  
the euards. to dired that Eutychus ffiould be im- 
meaiately brought before him.

T he prifoner having made his appear
ance, Tiberius interrogated him in the 
following manner:-“  W hat have you to 
alledge againft your patron, Agrippa, to 
whole bounty you owe the poffefhon o f 
your freedom?” T o  this Eutychus made 
“  One da,y, as 1 was driving Caius and Agrippa in a 
chariot, and fitting at their feet in the difcnarge o f  
my d u ty ,'I  heard the fubllance o f  the converfation 
that paued between them; and, among other things, 
I particularly recollefl that Agrippa aadreffed Caius 
in the following manner: “  D:;voutly do I wifh that 
the old man was bu tfafely  depnfjtcd in the grave, 
and you were left governor of the world; for if  he 
was departed, you might ealily difpofe o f  his grand
child, Tiberius; and exclufive o f the general advan
tage that would arife lo mankind from this circum- 
flance, I might reafonably hope to fhare in the par
ticular blcfTing o f  the revolution*”

There wanted nothing to induce Tibe- 
to give credit to this information;

I'lam inatian 
o f EtiiyeHuf, 
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anfwer;

rius
and fie was inexpreffibly chagrined to 
think, that after ne had committed the 
education o f  his grandfbn, Tiberius, to 
the particular care o f  Agrippa, he fhould totally 
ncgled iHiat important charge, and devote his whole
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time to an attfndance on Caiiis. T^e emperor, 
thereForc, turning about to M acro, cried “  Put him

• in_-chains;^ but Macro, not knowing who it was 
ihal'+mncat^.‘/for he could not think o f fuch a cir- 
cuniltancc refpcrting Agrippa), heiitated a while, 
till lie Ihould be more fully inmrnied o f  his inten
tions. In the interim Tiberius took a walk in the 
cirrus, and obirrving that Agrippa was fHll at li
b erty  he again called to M acro, and faid, “  Have I 
noi given orders for the putting ih it tnan in chains?" 
'I'o this M acro cried “  W hat man?” Agrippa 
laid, “  T iberius.”
Heiicommit. Hcrcupon Agtippa had recourfe to the 
t.a to prifmi. humbleft fupplic»tions and intreaties, bc- 
fccching Tiberius, by the regard he entertained for 
the memory o f his fon, who had conferred on him 
the h(mour o f  his acquaintance, and on account o f 
the Icrvices he had been happy enough to render 
his grandibn Tiberius, that he would grant him his 
pardon. But his folicitatioys had no cffet-l; for he 
was immediately dragged away to prifon by ilie 
guards, in his robes of honour, as they found him. 
Kow the weather being remarkably fultry, and 
Agrippa ready to perifti throngh the intenfenef? o f 
ihird, he obferved one Thaumaftus, a fcrvant to 
Caius, who had a pitcher o f water in his hand, and 
rcquelted that he would give him a draught o f  iff 
Thaumadus readily complied with this re q u tfl; and 
when Agrippa had quenched his thirft, he addreffcd 
his Uenefattor in the following manner; “  Sincc 
nitgriiitude you, Thaumaltus, have been fo generous 
t»Thauin»f. as to C o n fe r  this obligation on me during 

rny prefeiit difgractlul fituation, with the 
fame readinel's that you formerly ferved me in a 
more elevated Ration o f  life, be afTured that you 
fhall never have caufe to repent the liberality o f 
your prelent co n d u tt: for you may depend upon 
my word o f honour, that as toon as my prefent dif
ficulties fhall be overcom e, I will make ufc o f my 
utmoU intercll with Caius, that you fhall be rcitored 
to your liberty.” And Agrippa was afterwards as 
good as his prom ife; for no fooner was he advanced 
to the crown, than he begged Caius would make 
him a prefent o f Thaumallus, to whom he'gave his 
freedom, and entrulled him with the management 
of his affairs; and when his death approachedj he 
recommended him to fon and daughter, A gnppa 
and Bernice, advifing that he might continue in the 
fame fituation during the remainder o f his life; and 
this he did, with credit to himlelf, and pt)ffeffing the 
cAeem o f  all who knew him,
i v i i d i o n  in  Whil< Agrippa was {landing, bound 
conf«n)ucn« Avith chains, With other pnfoners, before 
lerdiinfOD palace, leaning in a melancholy man-
A»tippa’» ner againrt a tree, an owl perched there- 

on; which being obferved by a German 
I'rifoner, he alkcd a foidier who was the perfoij dref- 
ied in purple; and being told that he was a Jew o f 
the firft ddtinCtion, he begged the foidier would let 
hirft approach him, for f c  wifhed to know fome 
things rcfpefting his country. This requeft being 
complied with, and an interoreter being alloweo,

3

the German addrefTed Agrrppa to the following cF- 
f r t t ; “  1 perceive, young gentleman, that you are 
dojettcd by this (udden and amazing change in your 
fortune: yot it is not in your power to conceive, nor 
will you eafily credit, how very near your deliver
ance approaches, under the I'pecial care and protec
tion o f  that providence which is your peculiar guard. 
I now invoke all the gods which are worfhipped 
cither by your nation or ours, by wjiofe pcrmiUion 
we are thus impriioncd, to wimiTs, that I fay not 
this to flatter you with idle hopes by which you will 
b^ deceived; for I am not inlenlible that fuch prog- 
noltications, i f  the event fhould not prove anfwer- 
able to the prophecy, are pr'^dutlive o f  more injury 
than lervice. But 1 conceive it to be my duty, at 
whatever rifk to niyfelf, to inform you, that you will 
fee fuch a furprifine turn o f affairs, as will elevate 
you from this diflreVsful fituation, and place you on 
fuch a fummit o f honour and power, that you will 
become the envy ofthofe who have heretofore af- 
fptlcd either to dofpife or pity you. The remainder 
o f  your days will bo profpcrous, and your good 
fortune will be poffcffcd by children whom you will 
leave behind you.— I now introat your particular 
attention to what I have farther to fuv. W hen you 
lhall again behold this bird, you fhall die at the end 
o f five days from that time. Thus much I am com- 
miffitined b>* Heaven to give you to underftand by 
this aui'picious omen, w h a t l  dcclare is founded in 
faft, and 1 tell you the limple truth, that you may 
not be borne down by the weight o f  your prefent af- 
flitlions; but be happy in the profpeft o f future 
events. A ll I have farther to delire o f  you is, that 
when you fhall find thefe predictions verified by the 
event, you will not be unmindful o f  your fellow pri- 
loners; but procure the freedom o f thofc you may 
leave in this place.” W hen Agrippa heard this pro
phecy o f  the (Jcrman, it appeared to him altogether 
as ri( iciilous, as it did afterwards wonderful when it 
came to be accomplifhed. ,

During this time Antonia was exceed
ingly unnappy on account o f the hard 
treatment o f  her friend; and conceiving 
that the inflexibility o f  the rliij)olition oT 
Tiberius was fuch, that the nraklng o f  ap-

Elication or intcrccffion.to him would but 
e a mere lofs o f  time, fhc therefore took a different 

method; and applied to M acro to render his con
finement as cafy to him as poffible, by direfting that 
he Ihould be attended by foldiers o f  a civil and hu
mane difpofition, that he (hould conflantly fit down 
at table with the officer in whofe immediate cuflody 
he was; that he fhould be permitted the ufe o f  the 
bath daily, and tliat the vifits o f his friends and free
men Ihould be admitted. A ll thefe favours were

fjranted; whereupon he was vifitcd by his friend Si- 
as: and M arfyas and St^chus, two o f  his freed-men, 

conflantly convey'cd to nim, the food o f  which he 
was mofl fond; and under pretence o f  carry
ing blankets to fell, they fupplicd him with thofc 
articles on which to repofe in the night; the fol
diers, agreeable to the hints iHey had received

from
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from M acro, making no oppofition to thefe pro
ceeding);.

A t the expiration o f about fix months 
from the commencement o f  Agrippa’s 
imprifonment, 1 ’iberins, on his return 
from Caprca;, was atlacl<cd with an ill- 
iicfs that was at firll but Ihght; hut which

[gradually increafing, he grew worfe till 
lis life was defpaired of. When lie came 

to perceivf thjft there were no" hopes o f his reco
very, he difpatched Evodus, his fav§urite freed 
man, to bring his children to him early on the fol
lowing day, to take a fmal leave o f  their <lying pa
rent. W hen I fpcak o f his children, I mean thofe 
he had adopted; for IlfVufus, his onlv fon, was dc- 
itrafed: but Tiberiu.s, the fon o f that Drufus, was 
yet living, as was Caius, the fon o f  his brother Ger- 
Ciiusand manicus, who b y  this time was arrived at
C ^ e rm a n ic u i the years o.*" maturity, and was a j-outh

îvtiwijr diltinguiflied b y  his learning, and by
®''* ■ every other excellent qualification. He

vas a very great favourite with the people, on ac
count o f the refpccl they entertained for tlic memory 
o f  the virtues o f his father, who was a prince fingu- 
larly dillinguifhed by the modefly ot his deport
ment, and the eafe o f his converfation, never pre
tending to that fuperiority which was undoubtedly 
his due. A  charaftcr thus nninently diltinguiflied 
could not fail to attract the favour o f die fenale and 
people, and o f the provinces in general, which owed 
him many obligations for the repeated good offices 
he had conferred. In faft, his death was not cele
brated with lo much outward pomp and mourning, 
as by a fincere forrow, and tears that flowed from 
the real impulfe o f the heart. T he people in gene
ral lamented the death o f this prince with fuch an un
feigned grief, as if  each man had wept for the dc- 
ceafc o f  his own father. Caius was highly advan
taged in the public opinion by the reputation o f  Ger- 
nianicUs; but particularly amotig the foldiers, who 
were ready, at the firll call, to devote their lives to 
do him any kind o f fen-ice.

Orders having l>cen given bv Tiberius, 
that I'A odus fhould bring his fons to him 
early in the morning, the emperor offer
ed up a praver to the gods o f his country, 
that lie might be direckd, bv fome par

ticular figuJil, Which o f the two he Ihould make 
choice o f for his fucctlfor; yet privately wifliing 
that Tiberias might be dilluigullhcd by the happy 
omen: however, he did not dare veuti re to make a 
prejudicatioii in a matter o f fuch high irtiportance, 
•but thought proper firlt to confiilt his oracle. W here- 
lUpropofci be deterrtiined that he would be go-
<n amen, verned by this circumflancc, that the
*1^  prince who fhould firU wait upon
touioic«i«>. the.morning fhould fucceed him

in the government. H aving formed this 
refolution, he gave particular orders to the tutor o f 
his grandchild, to bring the youth tf) him by day
break, not entertaining a doubt but that the gods 
V'ould declarc in favour o fT ib e n u sj but the event
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pnwed the contrary; for the emperor fending out 
Evodus, as foon as day-light appeared, to fee if  the 
young princes were at the door, and to bring into 
the palacc the fird he faw, he found C^a'us ulo;:c, in
formed him that he mull wait on his fj-̂ ther, aiul im
mediately introduced him. N aw it happened that 
Tiberius, being unapprifed o f  the intention o f the 
emperor, had Itayed to breakfalt, and thus milled 
the favourable opportunity.

T he emperor was altoiu'lhed when Caius entered 
the room, and wondered at that piovidence which 
had defeated his defign in the difpofal o f  the govern
ment, by thus fettling it in a way totally contrary to 
what he had intended. Wor did l»e deem the prefeiit 
difappointment o f his expetlations, the worft circuni- 
llance attending the afl'air; for he did not confider 
the lofs o f the empire as o f equal conlequence with 
the perfonal fafety o f his grandchild; fincc, where 
the acquiring o f dominion is the object, the queRion 
will be decided by force: ambition is deaf to the 
calls o f humanity, and where there is a rivalfliip for 
power, the ruin o f  one party is generally deemed 
the fecurity o f the other.

Now Tioeriiis paid great regard to the 
predictions o f  fortune-tellers, judicial 
altrologers, and people o f that kind ; and 
ke atted, in a great degree, purfuani to 
their advice and diredion. Happening one day ro 
look ujx)n (Jalba, he turned about to fbme friends 
who flood near liim, and faid, “  That man w’|)l be 
empe ror o f Rom e." It muft be confciTed that not 
one o f  the Roman emperors ever had fuch faith in 
prognoilications as Tiucrius; yet (ome o f his ideas 
were not altogether abiurd. Nothing, however, 
made a deeper imprrflion on’ his mind thc.n the late 
determination refpefling the two princes, which had 
luch an cffcft on him, that he already confidered 
his grandfon in the light o f  a man doomed to deflruc- 
tion ; and what aggravated his wretchednefs w as tbat 
him lelf was only blameable for that iuquifuivencfs o f 
difpolition which dcftroyed the peace o f  his own 
mind : whereas he might have lived at his eafe, and 
in perfefcf freedom, without feeking to know the 
hidden counlels o f providence, and di-ftroying his 
repofe by perpetual inquiries iiuo the knowledge' 
o f future events: but this anxiety to know what in 
nature mull: be hidden from hi.n, was the curfe o f his 
difpofition.

Being difappointed in the wifh that he charge to 
had formed refpetting the lucccffioii, he 
was but ill difpofed to congratulate the future em
peror on the good fortune that awaited him; yet, as 
on this occafion j t  was neceffary that fomething 
fhould be faid, he addrefTed the fortun.itc prince in 
the manner following; “ It is unneceffary, my fon 
Caius, for me to inform you, that Tiberius is more 
nearly allied to me in blood than you are; yet I now 
commit the government o f  the Roman empire into 
your hands, in confequence o f  having confulted the 
will o f the gods, and debated on the affair in my 
own mind. But I command you, that in the ex<*r- 
cife o f the power with Vhich you arc invefled, you

conflantly
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conftandv remember the obligations you are under 
to him wno beftowed ii on vou; and that your gra
titude to ]^ur patron be teftified by every poflible 
indance or afFefction and regard to your brotlier T i
berius. A ll that I have to requeft o f you, in grate
ful acknowledgment o f  the honour I liave now con
ferred (for, next to Heaven, it is owing to mej, is 
that you will in every particular treat him with the 
utm(}/l kindnefs, fince ne is equally endeared to me 
by nature and affedion. I wowla likewife wilh to 
remark to you, that it is no lefs your interell than 
your duty to comply with the injunctions I have

Siven: for on the life and happinefs o f  your brother, 
le dignity and fccurity o f  your lltuation will  ̂ in a 

great meafure, dripcnd; ana your unhappinefs will 
Ipecdily fucceed the day o f  his death. 1  he fituation 
o f  a fovereign prince is eaually dangerous and un
certain: he lianas on a giduy and llippery elevation: 
nor will the divine v.cngeance fail to follow any ac
tions he may be guilty of, in violation o f  the laws o f 
nature and confanguinity.” ^
Cains pro. Tibcrius having thus made his laft ad- 

drefs to Caius, he promiled a punftual
leiwjrds dc. and exaft obedicnce to every article o f 
fhoyihi.bro. his C o m m a n d s ;  but he did not intend that 
«h«rTibenu,. j,jj aQ î^ns fliould corrcfpond with his 
vord s; for no fooner did he come into the pofleffion 
oi power than he caufed his brother to be put t6 
death (as Tiberius had forefeen); but within a few 
years he himfelf loft his life by allafTmation.
Death »nd In a fcw days after Tibcrius had de- 

dared  Caius his fucceflbr, he departed 
‘ this life, having reigned twenty-two years,

five months, and tiiirteen days. Caius, who fuc- 
cceded him, was the fourth in the lift o f  the Roman 
emperors. T he tirft news o f  the death o f  Tiberius 
afforded the higheft fatisfaEtion to the Romans; but 
they fcarcely dared give credit to the report; for 
though the confirmation o f  this news was the firll 
wifi» o f  their hearts, and there was nothing in the 
world which they would not have freely given to be 
afccrtaincd o f  the truth; yet they were afraid o f  even 
feeming to believe the report, or o f  evincing the 
happinefs they feJt on receiving the intellij^nce, be
fore they were certain o f  the faft; for fo great a 
number o f  fpies and informers were ftationeu in dif
ferent places, that it iwight have been very danger
ous for a man to declare his fentiments. Tiberius 
was o f  a moft fierce and tyrannical difpofition, and 
behaved to the nobility with a rigour never before 
experienced. His animofities were not known to 
have any other foundation than in the influence 
o f  the prefent turn o f his m ind; and his cruel
ties were fretjucntly carried to fuch a horrid length, 
that death from his hands was often deemed an act o f 
mcrcy. It was therefore neceffary for the people to 
apptutr cautious how they credited die news which 
they wifhed, as a miftake might have been attended 
witn fo much danger.
Mariyu in. As fooii as M arfva^ the freed-man o f 

received information o f the 
’ death of̂  the cinperor, he inftantly hur- 
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ried away with the good news to hij patron, who was 
then going to bathe, and whifpered him, in the He
brew lajiguage, “  T h e lion is dead.** Agrippa im
mediately comprehended his meaning, and exclaim
ed, “  Mow is it poftiblc that 1 fhould requite thee 
for this favour, and the many other obligations thou 
hafl conferred on me, provided that thy prefcnt in
telligence fhould prove tru e!” T he officer, to whofe 
cullody Agrippa had been committed, obfcrviug in 
what a hurry Marfyas delivered his mcHage, agd 
how well plotifed the prifoner was wilh the npws, im
mediately conjeflured that the intelligence was o f 
the fatisfaftory kind, and therefore defirud Agrippa 
to inform him o f the particulars. A t firft he made 
fome kind o f  hefuation ; but^n being urged to dif- 
cover what he knew, he related the plain matter o f 
fafcl. The officer having congratulated him on the 
good news, invited him to partake o f an elegant fup- 
p e r : but while they were in the midft o f their enter
tainment, a mitflbngcr arrived with an account that 
Tiberius was out o f danger, and would foon arrive 
in town.

This intelligence aftoniflied the officer 
in the higheu d egree; and being appre- 
henfive that his life muft pay the forfeit 
for his having rejoiced with a prifoner on 
the news o f  the death o f  Tiberius, he 
pufhed Agrippa violently from his feat, and exclaim
ed in a rage, “  Is it thus that you feck to impofe upon 
me by lyes and artifices; and oould vou find no other 
jx'rfon to amufe with a pretended llory o f  the death 
ofCaefar? Depend up(m it, that you fhall pay fe- 
verely for the liberties that you  have taken.” Saying 
this, he direded that he fhould be put in chains, ana 
more ciofely watched than he was before. Agrippa 
liaving palled the night in this fituation, the report 
o f Ca:lar’s death prevailed in the morning, and the 
people offered 1‘acrifices o f  jo y  on the event.

Soon after this report, two letters were 
brought from Caius, one to the fenate, 
informing them that he was appointed fuc- 
cefior to T ib eriu s; and another to Pifo, 
governor o f  the city, to the fatne effeft- 
Thefe letters ordered that Agrippa ftiould be dif- 
charged from prifbn, and allowed to live in his for
mer lioufie ; fo that, though Hill in a kind o f cuflody, 
he wa& cafed o f all fearful apprchenfions, and con- 
fidered himfelf as in a ftate o f enlargement. Sooa 
afterwards Caius came to Rome, and brought ytitl» 
him the body o f  Tiberius, which was interred in a 
moft fumptuous manner. T he emperor would in
ftantly have difcharged Agtippa, but thi» was op- 
ix>fed by A ntonia; not for want o f  aSetlion to the 
party, but that fhe thought it would be rather inde
cent to hallen the difcharge; and, as Tiberius had 
committed the prifoner, would be deemed a kind o f  
infult oa his memory. In a few days, H«i»crownrf 
however, Caius fent for l^m to his palace, 
and having given diredions that he flioula 
be fliaved and properly (Ircffcd, he caufed 
a crown to be put on his head, fuccef- 
for to ihc tcu aich y which had been pof- 
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fe(Ted by P h ilip : he Ukcwife created him king, be- 
flowed on him the tetrarchy o f Lyfknia, and gave 
him a chain o f  gold o f  the fame weight as that o f 
iron which he had worn in prifon. Marcellus was 
now font as governor o f  Judaea by Caius.

W hen Cams Ca^far was in the fecond year o f  his 
reign, Agrippa introatcd his pcrmiflion 19 retire into 
his own country to adjud his private affairs, protnif- 
ing to return at a limited time. It was n\aitcr*of 
al^nifliment to* his countrymen to behold Agrippa 
with a crown on his head j as he appearod a lingular 
iiiltancc o f  the inftability o f  fortune, and the ffu£lua- 
tion o f human attairs, having fo foon changed his 
fuuation from one excels to the other. Some o f 
them confidered him sft a wile and fortunate manj 
who could I'o firmly fupport himfelf againlt all difii- 
cu liies; while others were fo alloniflied at the revo
lution that had happened, that they could fcarcely 
crcdit the evidence o f their own fcnies.

C H A P .  IX.

H E R O D IA S  envUs her Brother, and advifes her Huf- 
band lo folitit Favours fo r  him/clf. H E R O D  ac- 
m jtd oj Confpiracics. H f acknowledges his Guilt, 
is removedjrom his Government, and condemned to 
perpetual Exile. C/ESAR offers a Favour to IIE -  
R O D IA S , which flie refvfes to acccpt of, and is 
ordered into Banijhmcni with her Hufhimd. The 
Moderation 0/ CAIU S, and his fubfeqvxnt Arrogance.

T T E R O D I A S  (fifter o f  Agrippa, and 
to  A .  A i .  wife o f  Herod, the tetrarch o f  Gali-

pipp*, and lee and Peraea, the country beyond Jor-
thcMufeofit. exceedingly chagrined at the
preat fuccefs o f  Agrippa. She could not endure the 
ide« that her brother, who fo lately had been obliged 
to abfcond from his creditors, Ihould now be fo great
ly  advanced above her hulband, in honour, rank, 
and dignity. The pride o f  her fpirit gave her in
finite mortification, when fhe beheld him dreffed in 
all the pomp o f royalty, fhewing himfelf to the peo- 
pie wlu> furrounded him in crouds. This fight, and 
the ideas that it occafioned, raifed fo much o f  envy 
lA her mind, that fhe was anxious for her hufband 
to  repair immediately to Rome, and folicit the em
peror to confer equal honours on him. “  I fhould 
DC inexprelTjbly wretched (cried fhej to behold my 
hufbana, who was the fon o f  a king, in d  who, by 
his own perfonal qualifications, and in confequence 
o f  the affeftions o f  the people, had fo good a right 
t}> fucceed to the thronp, fund tamely lookinff on, 
with pcrfeS  indifference, while the fon o f Ariftobu- 
lus, at once a bankrupt and a criminal, who has 
undergone the rigour o f the. law, is promoted to a 
throne." Then turning to her hufband, fhe fakl, 
“  I f you could patiently fubmit to live to this period, 
below the dignity o f  your family, certainly no time 
is now to be lolt in doing credit to the name o f  your
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father, nor ought you longer to think o f  rainking 
beneath an abjefl wrctch, who, not long fince, was 
fupported by your bounty. N ever let it be faid, 
that, while you had every advantage o f  fortune and 
reputation on your fide, Agrippa, borne down by 
the weight p f his necefTities, (liould have an oppor
tunity o f iuperfeding you in the means o f  advancing 
his fortune. It will ill beconie the dignity o f  Herod 
to acknowledge the fuperiority o f  that man whom 
his own bounty has kept from ftarving. Theretbre, 
I intreat you, without hefitation, or regard to the 
expence that may atieiid the expedition, we imme
diately depart together for R o m e : money has no 
farther value than in the fatisfa6lion it procures us 
from the having difpofed o f it in a proper manner.”

H erod was o f  a difpofition calculated to n w o d ,  t f w r  

indulge him felf in his e a fe ; nor hsid he 
formed any favourable opinion or the 
court o f  R o m e ; wherefore he endea
voured all he could to divert his wife 
from her intention, thinking that abftain- 
ing from the journey would be the fafelt proceeding; 
but in proportion as he was for declining, flie was for 
purfuing the plan ; and urged him in fo importunate 
a manner, that he was at length obliged to comply 
with her requeft; ou.which tliey proceeded together 
towards Rom e, with a fplendid retinue. Now A grip 
pa, having u k en  care to be informed o f all their mo
tions, had laid a plan for the counteraSing their dc- 
figns. H aving prepared letters, and prefents for the 
emjpcror, he kept his freed-man, Fortunatus, ready 
to fail for Rome, as foon as it fhould be known that 
Herod was put to fe a ; with particular inftruftions 
for his conduft on his arrival.

Fortunatus having a favourable pafTage, 
arrived at Puteoli at the fame time that 
Herod d id ; but it happened that the em
peror was now at Baia:, a fmall town in 
Com pagne; five furlongs from Puteoli, a un-
tuiguifhed by its royal palaces; as the emperors who 
frequented tne hot baths, cither for health or plea- 
fure, were ambitious o f  excelling each other in the 
fplendor and elegance o f  their buildings. W hen 
Herod arrived here, he paid his refpe£ls to C aius; 
and Fortunatus, almofl in the fame moment, deli
vered his letters, which the emperor having read, 
found, they contained two charges againft H erod; 
the firftof which was, his being o.>ncerned in the con- 
fpiracy o f  Sejanus againft T io eriu s; and the other, 
taking part with Artabanus, the Parthian, againfl 
C aiu s; in proof o f which Agrippa urred that he had 
then a magazine o f arms for fcventy tnoufand men.

Caius, inflamed at this news, inflantly 
afked Herod i f  he was thus formidably 
p ro v id e d n o r  could he deny fo indifput- 
able a faQ. The emperor fought for no 
farther proof o f  his treafonable defigns; 
but immediately ^ p riv ed  him o f his go
vernment, and feized on his money, both 
which he gave to Agriopa, as a reward (or the dif- 
covery he had made. Herod he doomed to perpetual 
exile at Lyons, a  capital city o f  F ran ce; but with
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regard to Herodia*, who was fiftcr to Ajfrippa, he 
permitted her to retain all her private property, not 
aooming Her to a (hare in her hufbatid’s mtsfortuncs, 
faying, ne would treat her with lenity for the fake o f  
her brother. W hen Herodias heard this determina
tion, (he addrcffed Caius, faying, “  Y ou  have de
creed like a magnanimous em p rrorj permit me to 
behave like an obedient wife. It will oe out o f  my 
pow«r to enjoy the effefls o f  your liberality; for I 
cannot deem it juft or honourable to abandon my 
hufband in his diftrefs, after having partaken o f  all 
the advantages o f  his more aufpicious fortune.” 
Caius was exceedinglv offended at this dignity o f  
mind in a woman,'ana confidcring her behavioOr as 
an affront to himfelf, he leized her eff'efts, and or
dered that fhe fliould be banifhed and confined with 
her hufband. Thus was Herodias fubieftcd to the 
vcngeance o f  heaven, as a punifliment for the envy 
{he had entertained towards her brother; and Herod 
was thus afflided in confeqijence o f  having taken her 
advice in the profecutiou of a malicious a a .

During the two firll years o f  the reign 
o f  Caius, his government was dirc6led By 
the rules o f  prudence and moderation, 
and was equally 2cce]>table to the people 
at Rome and in the provinces; but, after 

that period, his arrogance and vanity increafed tg 
fuch a degree, that he became intoxicated with his 
power, confidered himfelf as fomething more than 
mortal, blafphemed the gods, affumed tne flate o f a 
deity, and demanded that divine honours fhould be 
paid him.

A n unhappy difierence arifing at this 
period between the Jews and Greeks who 
were refident at Alexandria, they agreed 
that each party fhould fend three embal- 
fadors to adjuft. the affair in the prefence 
and o f thefe Apion and Philo were the 
Apion made many obje6iions to the con- 

dufl: o f the Jews, the chief o f  which was, that 
“  W hereas in all the various parts o f  the dominions 
o f Rome, temples and altars were erefted to Caius, 
and equal adoration paid to the emperor as to the 
:jods, the Jews alone were refraftory, and tefufed to 
:wear by the holy name o f Cacfar, or to dedicate 
Lnages to his honour.” This inflammatory remark 
having been made b^ Apion, he faid all he could 
p, . . - , farther to irritate Cai\is againfl the Jews, 
and >nim>ied Now Philo, the brother o f  Ale>utnder, 
fptech»nd who was overfcor o f the cufloms, and a 
coadtta. diftinguifhcd by his learning and
other accomplifiiments, prepared himfelf to rej>ly to 
th isf^ ech , in behalf o f the Jews, as was his duty as 
their principal embiiflador: but Caius, in a tranfport 
o f  rage, commanded him to depart the place; where
upon Philo, turning about to the Jews who were near 
hrm, advifed them not to d e ^ ir ,  addrcffing them in 
theJe remarkable w ords: Now G od will be. our
friend, fince Caius is our enemy.”

T u m u l t  a t  
A te n a n d ria  

tb e  
le w s  a n d
f c f t e k i .

o f  C a iu s; 
principal.

C H A P .  X.
CA/US orders PE TR O N IU S to crcSl his Statue in

yU D /E A . The JE W S vemonjlriae againfk it* 
P E T R O N IU S  ajrmbles the J E \¥ S  at T IB E R IA S . 
IIis Letter to C A lU S, which arrivei when AGRIP-^ 
P A  is at R O M E . A G R IP P A  gives C A iU S m 
moji fumptuoiis Entertainment, who pramijes anfU  
Amends.

'" F * H E  refufal o f  the Jews to fubmitto 
X  the orders o f Caius, incenfed hhn in «<»»'thth€ 

fo high a decree, that he immediately dif- 
patched Potronius into Syria, tir fupply in
the place of Vitellius, and gave him oniers 
to enter Judica with a powerful army, and there 
eretl his flatue in the tem ple; faying, that if  the 
Jews readily acquiefccd in this proceeding, no far
ther notice fliould be tak en : but if  they made any 
oppofition to it, they fhould be compelled to a com
pliance by force o f  arms.

Petronius readily engaged in this bufinefs, and 
lofl no time in making preparations to execute the 
conimands o f the em peror; for which purpofe he 
affembled two Roman legions, and a immberof.aux- 
iliary troops, which he fixed in winter-quartcrs at 
Ptolemais, that* they might be ready for aClion in 
the fpring. He (ent repeated accounts o f  his pro
ceedings to C^ius, who made proper ■acknowledge
ments o f  his diligence, aiid gave him direftions to 
proceed with refolution, faying he was determined to 
reduce tlie obflinate Jews to oBcdience.

A t this time immcnfe multitudes o f  Jews The jtwt 
reforted to Petronius at Ptolemais, in- 
treating him in the mofl carnefl manner, 
not to compel them to a d  a p in fl the difilatesof their 
coiitciences, and the culioms o f  their religion. 
T h ey  laid, that if  it was abfolutely necefTary to 
erect li (tatue in their temrtie, the heft ppcvious flep 
that could be taken would be to facrifice their lives, 
and then the troops might att as they thought pro
per: but that, while they lived, they would never 
admit ji violation o f thofe laws and precepts which 
they had received from their illuftriuus anceitors, 
through fuch a long line o f  gerK'rations. In anfwcr 
to this Petronius faid, “  Peihaps what you urge 
might have a proper efFeft on me, if  I could 'aft 
agreea'ble to my own inclinations; but as I have re
ceived the commands o f  the emperor, I mutt coin- 
ply with them; nor dare I difobey m y orders." In 
reply to this the Jews laid, “  I f  you conceive your- 
felf thus bound to obey the orders o f your matter, 
we do not hold thofe o f ours to be lefs facred. B y  
the bleffing o f  Heaven we are refolved to follow the 
example or our forefathers, agreeable to our prac
tice till the prefent moment. W e are not fo mean 
and abjeft as to trifle with the laws o f  our G od, and 
hazard the lofs o f  a glorious immortality, for the 
fake o f  prefisrving our prefent exiftence. N o, Sir. 
we arc inditterent what btcomes o f  our perfons ana 
fortunes, fo that our laws and religion are but pro- 
tefted. W e  place our reliance in Heaven, and, af- 
fured o f  the divine providence and proteflion, we 
are determined to run every hazard. Ought we at 
once to incur the wrath o f  God, and the infamy o f

cowardice ?
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cowardice ? Sh^ll we obey our M aker, or tlic com- 
niands o f  Caius? D o yo»j determine with regard to- 
the propriety o f  our Condiift.”

As it was now evident to Petroniiis that 
tliefe people were inflexible in their refolu- 
tion, ana that nothing but the violence o f 
flaughter, andtheefFuhon o f  human blood, 
could procure the crefction o f  the ftatue 

of C aiu s; he afieinbled a number o f his friends and 
doTKoflics, and went to Tiberias, there to remain till 
lie fhould be more particularly informed o f the man
ners, cufloms, ana difpofition o f  the fJcople with 
whom it -was his hufinefs to treat. T h e Jews ve re  
alarmed with the apprehenfion o f  a war frtmi this ap-

f)roach o f the Rom ans; but their principal fear was 
elt their cufloms and‘religion fhould be invaded. 

H ereupon, many thoufands o f  them afl'embled in a 
body and went immediately to Petronius, requefting 
him, in the mofl; earnelt manner, not to urge the 
people to defpcrate meafures by prefuming to pro
fane rhcir holv temple with forbidden images. Pe
tronius exclaimed, “  W ill you feck to contend with 
Czcfar ? A re  you difpofed to make war againft the 
emperor, without confidering his flrength, or your 
own weaknefs ?” In anfwer hereto they faid, that 
they had no intention o f  fighting, l>ut would rather 
yield to death, than to the facnfice o f  their laws. 
H aving faid this, they threw themfelves to the 
ground, and made bare their necks, thereby inti
mating their abfolute will, and determined refoluti- 
on. in  this manner they continued for about forty 
days, ncgleSing to plow or fow their land, and omit
ting every other bufinefs o f hufbandry which the fea- 
ibn o f the year required: for they had unanimoufly 
agreed rather to fnbmit to death, than that the ftatue 
fhould be erefled.

W hen affairs were in this fituation, fe- 
veral Jewifli noblemen o f great families, 
and others o f eminent diflindion, among 
whom were Ariftobulus the brotherof king 
Agrippa, and Elcias, who bore the fur- 
name o f Great, made application to Pe

tronius, requefting that he would confider how de
termined a people he had to do with, and what fatal 
confcquenccs might attend the driving them to atts 
o f  defloration. T h ey  therefore advifed him to re- 
preftjnt to Caius the peculiar difhcuUy o f  the cafe, 
and the obflinacy of his opponents, who had per
mitted their lanus to lie uncultivated, not, indeed, 
v'ith any view to afts o f rebellion^ f>ut with a refolu- 
tion rather to die than to fuff«r an infringement in the 
article o f ‘religion : tliat a difahility o f  paying their 
taxes muft rem it from their negleft of hufbandry, 
cxcluftve o f the danger to which the country would 
be expofed from ranme and robbery. T h e y  hinted 
that on thefe reprefcntations, Caius might poffibly 
relent, and then it would not appear that there h ai 
been any idea oF rebellion ; but if  the emperor was- 
abfohitely determined to ‘carry on a war, no hin
drance would arife from this reprefentation. This 
is the fiibffance o f  the arguments uleJ by Ariflobu- 
liu  and his friends.
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Petronius was well acquainted with the 
impetuous and revengeful difpofition o f  
Cams, particularly when his commands 
were not ftri6Uy and immediately execut
ed: but fo great a reverence did he enter
tain for the laws o f G od, and the rights o f  confct- 
ence, and fb dreadful was the idea he nad o f  facrific- 
ing fo many liv'es to the rage o f  a madman ; that hav
ing confidered on the affair, reflefc\edon the credit o f 
Anflobulus, who had interceded for them, the- im
portance o f  the bufinefs itfclF, and the danger o f  ren
dering defpcrate a people who had given fun proof o f 
their determined temper, he refojved, at whatever 
hazard to himfelf, to write to Caius, flating all the 
difficulties that attended the affair'; and he reafoned 
wrth himfelf in this manner : “  Suppofe that what I 
attempt fhoidd not be produ8ive o f  any good confe- 
^uence, and that inftead o f arguing the emperor 
into a better difpofition, my cxpoftulations (nould 
tend only to provoke his rage, and draw down on 
my own head that vengeance which I am feeking to 
avert from oth ers: yet Ilill I fliall have this confo- 
lation, that I fhall die in the duty o f  an honeft man, 
who did not fear to rifk his own life, even when ruin 
ftared him in the face, to protctt a people whom he 
conceived to be at once innocent ana opprcffed.”  
Having thus deliberated' on the affair, Petronius ifl’u- 
<fd orders for the Jews to affcmblc at Tiberias, where 
they met together in immenfe numbers, and he ad- 
dreffed them in fuch a courteous manner as infpired 
them with the mofl fanguine hopes o f fuccefs.

In the letter which Petronius wrote to Hewriieita 
Caius, he laid before him a particular ac- c«f»r, repre.* 
count o f  all that had happened, and re- their 
>refented to him what would be tlte proba- 
jle confequence o f  rendering defperate fuch immenfe 

multitudes o f  people who were obftinately bent on 
retaining their own opinions. H e faid that nothing 
but abfolute force would compel them to yield, and 
that if  the emperor purfued them with violence, he 
would thereby leffen his own revenue, make him felf 
unhappy, and entail eternal difgrace on his name. 
T o  all this he added, that the Jewifh people were 
peculiarly acceptable to G od, who had given fingu- 
lar dcmoifflrations o f his particular regard for them.

W hen this letter o f  Petronius arrived at 
Rome, king Agrippa happened to be 
there with the emperor, who feemed to be

fjreatly attached to him, and the othcrtook 
mgular care to cultivate, his friendfhip 

by every a d  o f  liberal behaviour: parti
cularly, he made an entertainment for Caius, which 
for its magnihcence, order, elegance, fingularity, 
and the expence that attended it, exceeded every 
thing o f the kind which had been feen; the entertain
ments o f  the emperor him felf not being fit to be put 
in competition with it. Caius was highly pleafed, 
not only with theelegaru profufion o f this treat, bvit 
with the fpiritwith which it had been condufted ; for 
the expence o f  it was greater than Agrippa could 
well afi'ord: wherefore the emperor conceived an 
idea o f  making him an equal compliment in return.

W hen

A g rip p *  
m a k e t  • iplen* 
di<l catcrtHiR* 
m e a t  fo r  tKe 
e m p e ro r ,  w h o  
p ro m ife i  a  re« 
q u i u l .
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W hen be was a little warmed with wine, he called to 
A gnppa, and addreired him in the following m anner: 
‘ r^xclulij'c of the prefent inilaiice, I have had 

many other proofs o f your friendlhip .and re p rd . 
In the tune o f  1 ibcrius yoir gave rue ieveral evident 
proofs o f it, atthe rifk o f your own fafety; and you 
have lefs conh^lted your own convenience, than my 
honour and fatisfaffion. And as it would ill become 
iny ^ignity lo lay under obligations that I had no 
idea o f repaying, I am determined to make you 
fome immediate recompencc, for any deficiency in 
m y former favours: and what I propofe now to do 
for you ftiall be fuchan addition to my pall bounty, 
as may be deemed no fmall increafc o f  your for
tune.
Modfftrcpiy H aving thus faid, Caius waited in ex- 
CafuV *’*’* '* peftation that Agrippa would have folicit- 

ed lands, commilTioiis, or even provinces 
and revenues, which he was well difpofed to have 
granted : but Agrippa, though previoufly determin
ed what tJ afl ,̂ oiTiitted to make his requell at pre- 
Jent, conceiving it might be done witli a better grace 
in the.fequel o f  the converlation : but he addrefled 
the emperor as follows : “  As I had no private view 
in the little fervices I was happy enough to render 
you in the days o f  Tiberius, fo I have no farther wifh 
at prefent than the honour o f  your friendfhip; an^ 
though I am not unacquainted that you have many 
valuable gifts’ in your difpofal, permit me now to 
make my mod grateful acknowledgments for the fa
vours I have received, and to declare that I am not 
ambitious o f  any farther gratification.”

Caius wondered at this inftance o f mo
deration in a man to whom fuch an offer 
had been made; but Rill-he was determin
ed that he fliould afk fome favour, and 
that, whatever it was, it fhould be com

plied with : and having intimated his lentiments, 
Agrippa faid, “  Since your benevolence lays this 
command upon me, I will prefume to offer you one 
requefl: I will neither afk you for wealth or honour, 
fince youf bounty has already beflowed enough of 
both on m e; but your compliance with my prefent 
requifuiou will render you equally the favourite o f 
G od and man ; and if’ I can but obtain this favour in 
ivddition to all thofewith which I have been already 
obliged, my fame wiW be eltablilhcd lo future tiroes. 
A ll I have to requell is, that your order to Petronius, 
for the erecting your flatue in the temple o f  the'Jews, 
may be recalled;”
tiim ricids Agrippa was not infenfible that by mak- 
lo Agripfs’* jng ijiis requeit, which was a diretl oppo- 

fition to one o f the decrees o f  Caius, he 
was iij immediate and imminent hazard o f his l i fe : 
but the emperor conceiving himfelfmuch obliged by 
the elegancc o f  his entertainment, and being afliam- 
cd to refufe a requeft which he himfelf had ordered 
to be m ade; bcfides the refpefl he thought due to 

man who preferred ihc facrtd obligations o f  confci- 
*ence, and the welfare o f  his cc untr)', to his own pri
vate emolument, he determined to grant the favour : 
and, in confcqucnce o f  this detcrnuiiatipn, wrote to 

N o. x8.

H e  req iiefts  
t h a t  th e  o r d e r  
to  P « U o o m s 
m a y  b e  r e v o k 
ed .

H e a r in i ;  o f  i  
c o m rao rto fi p  
m o n j  th e  
Je«vii C arf« r 
wtitexar4>
naiint lê trr 
t o  P e t r o n iu t ;

Petronius to the following effcft; “ I «pprove o f  
what you have already done, in colU'iling the tro.ips 
together, and in obfcrvingm y orders. With regarj 
to the flatue, if  you have already erefted it, let it 
remain; but iF i»ot, concern yoiirfelf no farther 
about that afi'ciir; hut difmifs your troop?, and n s  
turn into Syria. I am willing to pardon this a£l o f  
difbbediencc in the Jews, on account o f  Agrippa, 
for whom I entertain fo perfetl a refpeti, that I <;an 
refufe nothing to his requell.”

This letter from the emperor to Petro
nius was written before it was known that 
the Jews intended to break jnut into abib- 
lute rebellion; but Caius being a man 
void o f  honour, above blulWng for any 
thing that he did, and exceedingly aban
doned to the influence o f  his paffions, 
thought he fliould conlult his own dignity, by alTum- 
ing an unreafonable degree o f flatelinefs: wherefore, 
as Toon as the report was confirmed that a commotion 
had happened among the Jews, he broke out into a 
mofl violent paffion, conceiving that his authority 
was trampled on by that rebellious people, and ia»- 
mediately wrote a letter to Petronius, in a very dif
ferent flyle from the firit; and it ran in the following 
term s: “  A s I find you paym ore refpeft to the bribes 
you have receivedfrom the Jews thanto th,e authority 
o f  my commands, as is evident by your neglefttng ’ 
my bufinefs to attend to theirs, I leave it to youjr 
imagination what you ought to expe£t from my ven
geance. I am determined to punilh you in ftn exem
plary manner, as a warning to the prefent times and 
to pollerity, that the power o f princes is not to be 
trifled with.” This letter was fent to Pe- butJiMbe- 
tronius during the life o f  C a ifa r; but as fpreitwMjc 
the peribn who carried it had a’  flow paf- ' 
fage, it was not delivered till after his deceafe; fbthat 
Petronius received the news o f  his death before the 
letter. I'hus did the gracious providence o f  G od 
interfere in his behalf, to reward him for the zeal he 
fliewed, and for the dangers be fullained, iii fup- 
portol hisown honour, and the A'ligion o f thc jew a. 
\Vhile Caius, who had ufurped to himfelf diviue ho
nours, was cu to ff in the inidll o f his vanity and w o- 
i'umptipn, Petronius received the th-anks o f  the ftb - 
mans, as well as o f  the people »f the pu5vi»ce, for 
the fingular greatnefs o f  his public fervices m par
ticular he was complimented by the chief pcrlbns o f 
the fbnate, whom Ca,-far had frequrntly iniulted and , 
ill treated, by methods thatteftified the fiiigularpride 
o f  his heart. Caius died fbon after ihc d ila tin g  the - 
lad threatening letter to Petronius. W ith regard to 
the foundation o f a confpiracy, and the mode o fexc- 
cuting it, I fhall treat o f  it in another part o f this 
work. Soon after Petronius received the sinjwiar in- 
letter informiog him o f the emperor's ftmiccof 

..death, he g o t  th a t  which denounced his 
o w n ; and as, in his fitnation, he could • 
not do otherwife than rejoice at the former e ven t; 
fo was he equally bound to extol the goodne.f'! o f

I Providence, which immediately afterwards rewarded • • 
bis regard tp the holy tem pk, and liis sMrdl io  ferye -  

4 S ihc
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the Jews in their diftrelTed fituation. Thus was the 
life o f  l\  tronius p id trv c d  by the immediate inter
ference o f  Heaven.

C H A P .  XI.

77te M ifay o f t U  JE W S o f M E S O P O T A M IA  and 
B A B Y L O N . Account o f NEARDA<: and N IS U  
B I S ;  find o f the two B i of hers, A S N ^ ^ U S  and 
JN IL /E U S . Tfie Command o f B  A B Y L O N  given 
to A S IN jflU S . A N lL m r S , hii Brother, cna- 
mowed o f a P A R T I U A N  Lady, dejlroys her Huf- 
band, and marries her. A N IL /E U S maiet an Jn- 
(urfjon into the Country o f M IT H R ID A T E S , takes 
him Prijoner, and puH his Army tothe Rovl. A N I
L/EUS and his People /tain. The G R E E K S  and 
S Y R IA N S  vnile agairji the JE W S. Above Fifty 
Thovfand JE W SJlatn, and the rejl retire to differ
ent Places.

CnUmi iM of confufcd and ralamitous was the
ft* jtw., ill fituation o f the Jews o f  Meionotamia 
MdopotMni* and Babylon at this period, that their an- 

cient hillories relate nothing in any de
gree approaching to i t : but in order to give an ex- 
a8 ftate o f  the caie, as it is iny intention to do, I muft 
trace the afl'air from its original. In the province o f 
Babylon is a city named Nearda:, a place diftinguifli- 
ed b y  its pojpuloufnefsj yet fo fruitful that the inha
bitants can lubfilt on its produce: it has a wall and 
fortifications for its defence, and is ulmoll fur* 
rounded by the riv?r Euphrates. In this province 
and on tlic fame river is a city called Nifibis. Thefe 
places being exceedingly ftrong, in them the Jews 
from time lo time depofited their holy treafure, as 
it was received and dedicated, in order for its being 
tranfn^itted to Jerufalem, whither, at appointed 
tinpies, it was carrted under ftrong convoys, left it 
fhould be feixed on by the Parthians, who were at 
that time in poflefllon o f  Babylon.
Aftronfpiity Am ong the Jews o f  l^earda: were two 
fortred by brothers, named Afinaeus and Anilsetis.

iiU T h ey were the fons o f  a widow, who had
*"■ placed them out to learn the art o f  weav-

ing faii-cloth, which is no difreputable profellion 
in that country, where it is even common for the 
men to card and fpin. A s it happened that the 
two brothers came too late one day to their work, 
their mafter was fcvere upon them lor their n e g le ^  
in refentment for which they armed themfelves with 
the tirft otfenfu'C weapons tney could feize, and re
tired to a place where the river divided, which was 
diftinguifhed by its affording plenty o f  corn, g;rafs, 
fruit, and every fort o f  pravilion proper for winter 
ftore. W hile they were in tliis fituation a number 
o f  Hont young men, whofe neceftities tempted them 
to feek fome relief, reforted to them, and enlifted 
under their commaiul, and taking up arms, no

perfon dared to oppofe their proceedings. T h e  bro
thers being thus reinforced, erefcted a ftrong furt, 
and font out a great number o f  emiffaries and ftia- 
rauders, to laile contributions throughout the coun- 
try. Thele were commilfioned to ofler friendftiip 
and proiefction to all that fubmitled to their demands, 
and to denounce vengeance againft all that refufed 
complittnce j lb that the people were under a fort o f 
neceffity o f  coming into any term s; for by this^ime 
the party was grown fo numerous, that tlicre could 
be no thought o f refifting; and even the king o f  
Parthia began to be alarmed at the infurreclion.

On receiving intelligence o f  this affair, xhc.r power 
the prince o f Babylon, deemir/g it his «ur,rnhe 
duty to fupprefsthe fedition before it grew 
to too great a head, colfcfcled his troops 
throughout the diftritts o f Panhia and Babylon, and 
immeaiately marched with the greater part o f  his 
army, hoping to come up with tne mutineers time 
enough to furprife thci^. H aving, b y  defiles and 
crofs-paths, advanced to the edge o f  a piece o f  
moorifli ground, he there halted; and prefuming 
that, as the next day was the fabbath, they would 
not venture on a battle, he flowly moved forward, 
intending to fail fuddenly upon them, when viftory 
would follow o f courfe. A t this time Afinasus and 
l̂ is compauions were repofing themfelves on a bank 
with their arms laying by them, when Afinaeus called 
out, “  I think, fellow-ibldiers, I hear the neighing 
o f  horfes that feem to be urging forward to a battle ; 
and I can even fanfy that I hear the champing o f  
their bits; w'herefore it becomes us to take care that 
we are not furprifed: let fome perfons, therefore, 
inftantly go out, and learn the truth o f the affair, re- 
fpe^ting which I wifh I m ay happen to be deceived.”

Agreeable to thefe directions fcouts s;oim bimg 
were immediately fent out, who loon re- advice of the 
turned on the full gallop, with information " ‘ "IJ’**?* 
that Afinaeus had formed a right conjec- ‘ '
ture j for that the enemy were lb near as to be on the 
point o f  executing their defign. T he melfenger faid, 
they had horfes Yufhcient to trample them to death, 
as they were but defencelefs men, and dared not 
make any* refiftance on the fabbath, which was for
bidden by the laws o f  their religion. Afinaeus, how
ever, was o f  a contrary opinion, and faid it was a 
ridiculous thing to think o f ftai<ding ftill, and fubmit- 
ting to be deftroyed, merely to gratify the rage o f  an 
enem y: “  O n the other hand (laid he) refume your 
courage; reflexion the ureent neceftity o f  the cafe: 
foll9w my example, that it we fall it may not be unre
venged; and leave the iffue to the determination o f 
Providence.” Having thus exhorted and AGn*ujtc- 
encouraged his people, he feized his arms, “ "r »uiithe 
and led them to battle; and finding the 
enemy in an unprovided Itate, rat ler prepared to 
take poCTenion o f  a victory already gained, than to 
fight for conqueft, they attacked them, and put the 
main body to (light, after killing great nurabtrs on 
the fpot.

T h e news o f  this viftory being brought Aruixinu* 
to the king o f Parthia, he conccivcd fo

high
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t U o o  o f  th e  
ShWen. high an idea o f  the couragc o f  the two 

brothers, that he was extrem rly impatient 
trt Wave an interview and conveiTe with them ; where
fore he difpatcljcd to them one o f  his attendants, in 
whom he placed great confidence, with the followine 
inefTage : “  I am commanded by Artabanus, Icing o f 
the Parthians, to inform you, that though you have 
done him gront injultice in the inroad whiclj you 
hav^jmade iuto his dominions, y<-t he is willing to 
forget all pa(t oftences, and bury all animofities in 
oblivion, in coiifideration o f  the advantageous cha- 
ratler which he hath heard o f  you. I am farther 
commillioned, in m y mudcr's name, to affure you 
that he wUhes to join in a league o f friendfhip with 
j'ou, without any fraud orcollufion. On his honour 
and faith I am likewife to oH'er you all poffible allur- 
ancc o f  your fafe conduft on your journey to him 
and back again. Y ou r own experience will inform 
you that my fovereign is a prince o f great botinty 
and munificence, ana that,he will be inclined, on 
every occafion, to give you all pollible proofs o f the 
generolity o f  his dilpofition.”
An i*usdif. T h c apparent candour o f this invitation 
(.jtehed (iian* vas infuthcient ttj prevail on Afinjrus to 
ontheembai jr u„(jertake the jo u m cy; but procured fuch 
prefents as he could, and fent his brother Anilzcus to 
wait on the king. O n his arrival he found his re, 
ception as agreeable as could have been w ifhed; but 
the king obferving that he came alone, afked him 
how it happened that his brother did not accompany 
him : to whicli Anilarus anfwered, that he confidered 
himfelf to be lafe in his prefent fituation, and was un
willing to leave it on the confidence o f  his majelty's 

lyom ife. Artabanus being fenfible that 
ear had given rife to this cautious con

duct, fwore by his gods that neither o f 
the brothers fhould receive the leaft degree o f  in
ju r y ;  and in ratification o f  this oath he gave his 
right hand to Aniljeus, which, among the barbarianr,, 
is deemed the moft facred pledge o f  good faith that 
can be given by one man to another; fince, that ce
remony being once paft, there remains then no fuf- 
picion o f  deceit, no room for jealoufy, nor even an 
idea that falfehood can pofTibly take place.’
P o lic y  o f  th e  Artabauus having given this affurance 
ivrthi.i.i(mg toAnila:us, fent him back to his brother > 
on thit o«»- and concei'/ed great hones o f  the fervices 

that might be renderca to hin> by their 
joint endeavours to keep in awe thofe provinces that 
feemed inclined to revolt during the king's abfence; 
as they had a confiderable party that adhered to 
their inicreit. T h e king likewife confidered, that 
while he was em ployed in fuppreffing a rebellion in 
one part o f hi$ dominions, Afinarus might do him 
jreat injury in the neighbourhood o f liabylon, by 
npplying nimfclf with men, and taking poflt-lGon 

of the ftrong forts. His fending for Afinicus, there
fore, was founded in good policy. .
T h e  tw o  b r o -  Anilarus having made a report to his
•heu wiitoB brother o f  the fingular refpetl that Arta-
*»h«r!̂ «nd banus had exprefled for them both, and

iiiiurmcd him by w lm  fulemn oaths and
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proteftations he had ratified the fincerity 
o f  his regard, Afinipus was induced to "'“ *"• 
think o f  waiting on the king, and in purfuance o f  
this fentiment they fet out in companj'. T h ey were 
received by Artabanus with great fwliter>ers, and 
appearance o f friendfliip; but the king remarking 
the difagrecable figure o f Afinarus, and confidering 
the dignity o f his mind, would frequendy obferve, 
that “  the foul o f that man wt»s not formed for his 
body." Being one day at table with him, thc king, 
addrefTing l.’Smfelfto his general, Abdagafus, fpoke 
in the highell terms o f  tne martial exploits of̂  Afi- 
na?us, whom he reprefented as a miracle o f  valour. 
T o  this Abdagafus made no other reply, than fimply 
to beg the king’s permiilion ?o cut his throat, in re
venge for the injuries fudained by the Parthians. 
In anfwer hereto Artabanus faid,  ̂ Moft 
certainly I fhaU never permit fuch an in- 
fult to be offered to a man who has cn- 
truftcd his fafety to my honour, and whom 
I am bound, by the facred obligation o f an 
oath, to protcd : but i f  yon are difpofed to give a 
convincing proof o f  your courage, you may find a 
method o f vindicating the honour o f the Parthians, 
without a violation o f  my oath ; for you have only 
to attack him on his return, and not inform me of 
your intention.”

Karly on the following morning the king 
fent for Afinarus, whom he adarefled to 
this purpofe ; “  It is now proper that you 
fliould return to your own p ace o f  refi- 
dence, left, while you wait, the refcntment o f mv offi
cers may be carried beyond the bounds o f  prudence, 
and you may receive an injury not in my power to 
prevent. I recommend to you the care of^Babylon ; 
preferve the peace o f  that province to the utinofl o f  
your power, and protect it from robberies. Sincc 
you have not hefitated to trufl your life to my ho
nour, be afl’ured that I will always confult your 
fafety as much as my own.” Having faid this, thc 
king gratified him with a number or valuable pre- 
fents, and fent hini to thc carc o f  his own govern
ment, in which he was n(j fooiier fettled than he ap- 
jlied himfelf to thc building, repairing, andbeauti- 
y in g  o f  forts, wherever it was found necell'ary. In 

faft, he afted in all things with fo much 
prudence and difcretion, and gave fuch ircstrepuu- 
univerliil fktisfaftion, that no man before 
ever arrived at fuch a degree o f  power '
and credit from fiich a beginning, and in fo fhon a 
time. T he great men o f  Babylon, and the gover
nors and commanders in Parthia, w e r e  equally his 
friends. His authority increafed with his anns and 
axlherents; fo that Mefbpotainia was, in a great de
gree, under his immediate goverinnent.

Affairs profpergd in this manner with 
thc two brothers for the (pace o f fifteen 
years, equally to their 2>wn honour and 
the fatisfaftion o f  the public ; but at 
length, when they beg^n to deviate from 
their exemplary piety and good behaviour; when 
they abandoned thc ftu d yo f virtue, and thc prccepts
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<>f iheir anccftor*, and gave thi'infeivps up t > the 
gratificntions o f  renfe, and adrniucd foreign inno
vations, tbcir crrdit likewifc decayed. It happened 
at this period, tliat a ceruin Parthian governor came 
into tlv>l'c provinces, and broaight with him his wife, 
vh o -w as greatly and equally Hiflilngaifhcd by the 
fuper-cmin.cm beauty o f her perfon, and the uncom 
moil qualifications of her mind. It is vincertaia -vi’he- 
thcr Anilaeus had fecn thi's woman, or only heard o f 
her'yn«ornihon m erit; but he bccj«ne violently in 
1^ 'c  with hqr; and,having no other mcfhod to ob- 
ttjMi his cndj and being impelled -by the violence o f 
his j%fl[ion, hp waged war againlt her hufljand, whom 
having kiUed in ihcvtirit M tack ,‘hc got the kidy into 
his ppfclJiojij »rKl took l'er to his bed.
Source of thV t  roni this circumdance arofc a fcene o f 
calamiUui > dreadful misfortunes which afterwards be- 
wiuch uetcU ffli the broiliers. It was the cuftom o f 
the brothcn, tjmcs to Carry with her
fome imagc.s o f  the gods o f the barbariai^ ; and be
ing now a widow and a prifoner, fhe had concealed 
fome o f  thofe idols, which, for a confiderable timcj 
fhe worfliipped privately, as flic could find oppor
tunity : but fome time afterwards, when Anilaeus 
openly acknowledged her as his wife, flie exercifed 
her religion in the molt public man?iery without any 
farther endeavour to make a fccrct o f the affair.

This maVrying a barbarian woman, and 
an idolatrefs, in defiance o f the laws, rites 
and cufloms o f the Jews, gave the utmofl 
difgufl to thofc friends who had hereto
fore been moft zealous in behalf o f  the 
brothers. Future princes ought to be 
cautioned by tliis example, not to depart 
from the duty they owe to G od, in feek- 

ing a gratification o f their carnal appetites. In the 
initanoc above-mentioned it was in vain to think o f 
oppofiiig the cool voice o f rcafbn to the turbulence 
o f  paffion j for a perfon o f  eminence having taken 
the liberty to difcharge his confcience by giving fea- 
fonable advice, was fiabbed to death on the fpot. 
A s he was dying, he breathed out the following pro- 
photical denunciation aeainft the brothers ana tneir 
abettors : “  M ay they be purfued by fignal ven
geance, on account o f the infults they have offered 
Both to religion and friciidfliip ! M ay the treatment 
they have given to others fa 1 on their own heads! 
M ay th  ̂ brothers be punifhed as the principal au
thors o f this violence, and the others for aflifting 
in the onurder o f the protestor o f'tb e ir  liberties 
and laws, whom it was tneir duty to fhicld from all 
haruj!”

The people were concerned, in a very 
high degree, for the death o f  the worthy 
govern o r; but the fenfe they entertained 
o f  the forrner goodnef's o f  the brothers, 
to which, in a great degree, their prefent 

happy fituation was owing, l̂ad fuch an effefci upon 
them, that, for a while, they reilrained their refent- 
m en t: but at length the open and undifguifed pro- 
feflion o f idolatry offended {hem beyona all human 
endurance; wherefore they all'embled in great num- 

3  .

A n l t c u t  m a r i  
l i t !  ih e  b s r -  

w o -  
iTMn, an d  
(h e re b y  d if-  
f l t j f c *  h i t  
t r i c i id i .  l i e  
m u rd e r s  on* 
t h » t  r e p ro v e d  
h im .

T h e  Jevw  
c o n if 'ls in  to  
A f im c u to t ih e  
c o n d u f.l  o f  h i*  
b r o ih t r .

Me e x te n u a te s  
h i*  b r o th e r ’s 
c r im c i ,  b u t  
rc m o n f tr ite *  
wi<h h im  
th e re u p o n *

ber :̂, rfpalrcd to Afinfrtis, and complained o f tJi** 
condud o f liis brother. T h e y  were vc-ry p lainiin  
their remonttrances; fiiid that the unhappy affair* 
had been better wholly om itted; but that fince it 
was paft, it became his duty to att in a determined 
manner, to prevent farther ill conlequences; for 
othcrwifc the commotion among the people would 
becomc general. T h ey  faid that the marriage was 
fuch a violation o f their religion, that it was gene
r a l l y  difapproved: and with regard to the idolatrous 
pra&ice.s o f  his brorher’s wife, they were a bafc in- 
lult oTi the worfhip o f the true <iod. Afina-.us ac
knowledged that the wirkednefs which his 
brother had been guilty o f was replete 
with the moft dangerous conlequences 
both to hiinfelf and his people : but hay
ing the moll affeftionate tendernefs for fo 
near a relation, and making all. poffible 
allowance for the frailty o f nature, in a cafe where 
his heart was fb deeply «;ngagcd, he fought rather to 
extenuate his crime, than to criminate hi« condu0. 
But the people becoming every day more clam o, 
rous with Ahnarus, he at length came to a ref^olution 
to apply to his brother, whom he cenfured for what 
w'as paft, and cautioned him with regard to his future 
condutt; intreating that he would, witiiout hefitation, 
fend his wife back again to her friends. But this 
proceeding had no influence on the conduft o f Ani- 
lacus; and, the woman, finding that the fpirit o f the 
5opulace began to incrcafc; and, appre- Afinams pou 
lenfive o f  fome fatal confequence to her •>? hi» 

huffiand, on her account, fhe caufed Afi- 
naeus to be poifoned, not entertaining the leafl fear 
o f her own perfonal fafety, when a fond hufband w'as 
to 'be  the judge o f her condu£t.

T h e whole power having now devolved 
to Anilseus, he collefcled his aniiy, and 
made an incurfion into the country o f  
Mithridates, the fon o f  Artabanus, and a 
perfon o f  great diftinftion among the Parthians. 
Here he found a great plenty o f  money, (laves, and 
cattle, with other eficas o f  confiderable v a lu e ; all 
of.which he carried away. A t this period Mithridates 
was at no'great diffance, and being informed o f  the 
inroad that had been made on his dominions, not 
only without all provocation, but through the mere 
impulfe o f infolence, he fele^ltfd a confidciable num
ber o f  his heft troops, andadvanced to give battle to 
Anilarus. T he following day being the fabbath of 
the Jews, which it is their cuftom to celcbrate as a 
day o f perfefcl reft, he ftopi that night at a village* 
intending to fall upon them by furprife on the fol
lowing day. Now it happened that a Syrian in the 
neighbourhood had intelligence o f  the delign, which 
he communicated to Anilaeus, and gave him particu
lar information where Mithridates was to be that 
night at a grand fupper. Anilaeus, having received 
this intelligence, direCled his people to take the cuf- 
tomary refrefliment, and m arc^ d immediately to 
furprifc the enemy : in which his fuccefs v;as equal 
to his w ifhes; for falling on their quarters about the 
fourth watch, he took fome allcep, while others

efcapcd
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^Ccapcd under favour o f  tlv? night, Mitbridatcs bc- 
MitLid,ue. inc mack a prifoncr, was placed on an afs, 
tikA captire, .nalvcd, which is looked on as the highelt 

of infamy among the Partluans. 
u y trcaie . mannar he was convcyed to a

wocxl, \yhcrc feveral o f ilw- friends o f  Anila'us were 
for putting him to death > but this he him fclf oppofed, 
and addrelled them to the following efFefcl ;• “  This 
nianjs one o f  the moft diftinguiihetl in all the coun
try, and allied to the royal family. Now he is in 
your power, fpare his life ; and you need not doubt 
but he will forgive palt offenccs, and always remem
ber the obligation; belidcs,.you  will, by this pro
ceeding, preierve an interjli that may in all events 
lead to an accommodation. O n the contrary, i f  you 
put Mithridates to death, you may depend on it that 
the king will avenge his blood ou all tne Jews in Ba
bylon : and we ought to intereft ourfelves in the wel
fare o f  th()fe people, not only on account o f  affinity, 
but in point o f  prudence : for as the chance o f  war is 
uncertain, it is right to fecu*re a retreat for ourfelves 
in cafe o f a defeat.”

T he people in general feemed to be o f  
the Ikme opinion as Anilaius, on which 
Mithridates had his liberty granted by the 
common confent: but when he returned 
home, and his wife learned oii what con^ 

dition he had obtained his freedom, fhe reviled him 
in the moft opprobrious terms; hinting that he, who 
was the Ibn-in-law of a king, after having fought ft) 
many battles with, and been fo often diligraced by 
the Jews, and at length made captive by them, ought 
not meanly to have fubniitted to owe his life to their 
bounty. She concluded her inve£tives by faying, 
“  Retrieve your charafter, or, by the powers that 
protert the thrones o f kings, I fwear that I will in- 
llantly abandon you !” A s (he was continually ad- 
drcffing him to this efFeft, he grew tired o f  her re- 
tleQions, and was afraid that her pride would at 
length induce her to procure a d ivorce; wherefore, 
though againfl bis own inclination, he puthim felfat 
the head o f an arm y; but not without a mental con- 
vitlion, that the Parthian who would fubmit j.o a Jew 
was defierving o f death. '

Anilicus being informed that Mithri
dates was marching towards him, rcfolved, 
on a principle o f honour, to hazard a bat
tle in the open field, rather than take ad
vantage o f the fecurity of his prcfent fitu- 

ation; wherefore he advanced to meet the enemy, at 
the head o f a body o f troops that were almoit flran- 
gers to dfcleat; and, exclu ive o f  his veteran forces, 
he was joined by a number o f  vohmteers, who took 
arms in the hope «f (haring the b o o ty ; fo that, on 
Jhc'wlioh', they deemed the vittory obtained before 
the battle was connncnccd. Full o f  thefe fanguinc 
hopes they travelled about eighty furlongs, through 
a dry-fandy country; and wlu'n they were fo fa- 
iigued witli heat and exce(Tive thirft that they were 
Uarcely able to fupport themfclves, Mithridates at
tacked them with refh troops- totally routed them, 
<iM(i killed feveral thoufands in the flight. Anilasus- 
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and others who efcaped, retired to an adjacetit fori-f}, 
in a flatc <)f confufion which is beyond d«;fcriptirtn ; 
leaving Nlithridatcs in full podtfiion o f the honour* 
o f  the field.

After tlx: defeat, great numbers o f idle Aniî n* 
and diforderly people refortcd to the apny m,t«def.e. 
o f Anilaeus, fo that its original number "iJt'oiaoniht 
was foon completed; but thefe troops 
were allogether undifciplined, and by no H) party lie 
means fo valiant as thofe he had lofl. 
Notwithftaiwiing this diladvantagc, he 
marched into the quarters o f  the Babylonians, and 
made great dcvallation: whereupon the Babylonian* 
fent to the Jews at Nearda, requeuing that Anilacui 
might be delivered up to juR ice; but Uiis rcijuifition 
could not be complied with, as he was not in their 
power. Propofals were now fent to AnilxU s, offer
ing terms o f  peacc, and requeffing that ^treaty might 
be fet on foot, that affairs might be adjufled on equi
table terms. This being agreed to, commiffioners 
were deputed by the Jews and Babylonians to ma
nage the whole bufinefs in difpute between them. 
T he Babylonians having carefully obferved the placff 
where Aniljeus and his companions were affemDled, 
fuddenly furprifed them in the dead o f  the night, and 
finding them fleepy and intoxicated they killed all 
they met with ; and among the rcll A nilaus fell a 
facrifice to their rage.

In ancient limes perpetual variances M«nyofihe 
had happened between the Babylonians jewnreforc- 
and Jews, refpefting their rights, culloms, 
and mode o f  living; fometlmes one party 
ha'tfing the advantage, and fbmetimcs the other: fo 
that the debate commonly ended without a decifion. 
During the life o f  Anilaeus, and while he was fup- 
)orted by his friends, the Babylonians were kept in 
bme fort o f  aw e; but in confequence o f  his violent 

death, they now affumed courage to affront the Jews 
on every  oecafioii, till they rendered their lives a 
burden to them; and by their inlufferable infolencc, 
many o f  them were compelled to abandon their ha
bitations, and to retire intoSclcircia,the principal city 
o f that province, and which received its name from 
Seleucia Nicanor, who was ilic* founder thereof; no.v 
this was a place facred to .Liberty, where grout num
bers o f  Macedonians, (Greeks, and Syria;>s Irvrd l<> 
gether in a promifcuous manner. In this eiiy Hk? 
Jews refidecT, much at their eale, for the fpjfcr of 
five years, and in the fixth year a violent plague 
raging in Babylon, many more o f that pople were 
compelled to retire: into.Seleucia; a qircumRance 
that gave rife to greater diflrefs than they had yet 
known; as will appear from tlie following fhort nar
rative.

There were perpetual quarrellings be- v,vi»r.«. b 
tween the Greeks and Syrians ofihis city, t»Ven t).r 
but in all their difputes the advantage lay 
on the fide o f  the (irec'ks, till the Jews 
came thither, who being a brave and warlike peo
ple, the Syrians procured their affiftancc, and ob
tained the advantage. The (Jreeks, finding thf* in. . 
conveniences they lay under, a.nd that tliey fbuuld 
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be. ruined unlefs they could deftroy the connofition 
between the Syrians and Jews, they privately relbrt- 
ed to fome particular friends they had among the
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Syrians, for their advicc how to heal the breach, 
and bring matters to an accommodation. 
'I'hc propol'al was received in an amicable 
iijanner, and referred to the confideration 

f  ibmc principal people o f  both parties, 
who were to advife on tlie mofl; proper 

mode aT proceeding; and they foon agreed to end 
the-<ontrovcrfy, by joining againft the«;Tews as the 
common enemy o f botli. In conl'cquence o f  this 
agrcement they attacked the Jews in an unguarded 
lumr, o f  whom they deftroyed above fifty thouiaud,

not one efcaping who was ‘ not protefted b y  ftmie 
friend or neighbour. T h e  wretched relidue fled to 
Ctefiphon, a city o f the G reeks near Sejeucia, the 
winter refideiKe o f the king o f Parthia, v, here his 
valuable furniture was depolited. Here they took 
up their refidence, in hope o f  proteftion within the 
verge o f the royal court: but the Jews in general 
were foaerrified by the Babylonians and Selcucians, 
exclufive ot their fear.s from the Syrian confpiracy, 
that molt of them retired to Nearda and N ifibii, ex- 
peding p rot efclion from the llrength o fth o fe  places, 
and the v a l o u t . n f  their defenders. This is a faithful 
reprefentation o f  the affairs o f the Jews* in Babylon 
at this, period,

B O O K XIX.

Containing the H I S T O R Y  o f various T R A N S A C T I O N S ,  from the Y E A R  of the

W O R L D  400̂ 3, to 4009.

C H A P ,  I.

CALIG U LA exercifcs the maji horrid Barharities upon 
the J E W S . Chalkngti Adoration, S7id pillages 
the Temples. C L A U D IU S, the Unde o f C'AIUS, 
is accujed by his Bond-man, named P O L L U X . A  
charge alledgcd againji P O P E D IU S  by T IM I-  
D IU S. A Woman named Q U IN T IL IA  piU to the 
Torture, which Jhe fupports with great Refulution. 
The bold and generous Sentiments o f C H /E R E A S, 
who, with SA B IN U S, and M IN U C IA N U S, form  
aDeJrgH to takecff C A lU S. The Execution o f it being 

fiifpctided, C fiM R E A S  becomes impatient, andpro~ 
p fis  io under take the affair himfclf. The Death o f 
CA JUS, and the manner o f It. Proclamation made 
oftheD eaX hofC JE SA R .

In^Vance o f  
t.’iiufl f*.U» 
|u U * 6  c r u e l 
ty  4 i id fy r* n n y

n  E unexampled cruelties which the 
emperor Caius exercifed upon the 
Jews-were not confined to Jerufa- 

lem and the neighbouring provinces; but 
with the utmoft inveteracy o f deliberate malice, he 
extended his infupportable tyranny throughout every 
7art o f  the Roman doininirtns. N o place under his 
urilditlion more fatally experienced the effetls o f  
lis favage barbarity than Rome. I« the general op» 

prcffion he fsemed to direct his vengeaiicc princi

p ally  againfl the mofl confiderable men, fnch as the 
firnators, patricians, and the order o f  men called 
equites or knights, who in point o f  wealth and digni* 
ty were next inferior to the fenate, and from whom 
tnofe who compofed the fenate were freqiiently 
felefled. H e appeared to derive a peculiar gratifica
tion in fubjefting thefe people to the violence o f hit 
brutal rage : he condemned many o f them to banifh- 
ment, ajid the vileft indignities; others he cruelly 
murdered, and their effeds he confifcated; fo that 
to be poffelfcd o f property was a fituation o f the nroft 
imminent danger, l ie  arrogated to him- iii,mroitnce, 
felf the appellation o f a god, And infiflcd »mbitioB, wd 
on public adoration from his fubjefts. In 
the capitol, which is the molt famous o f  all the 
Roman temples, he declared himfclf to be the bro
ther o f  Jupiter, whom he had the effrontery to ad-1 
drefs under that clw raB er; and in innumerable 
other inftances he betra^'ed an equal degree o f  vanity 
and extravagance. He was defirous o f  pafling from 
a city in Campania, called Puteoli, to Mifenum, a 
town on the oppofite fhore o f  an arm o f the tea thirty 
fladia over, but, confidering it as a depadation oi 
his dignity to pafs in a galley, he caufeci a*fiYidge to 
be conlb'ufclco, extending from one to the.6^ijer pro
montory, and over this he palled in his cliariot, tri
umphing ia  the vain idea o f  having fubjetLed

3 ca rt i i
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earth and fca to his dominion in a manner confiftent 
with ills iniagit\ary divinity.
He plunder* • ambitious emperor plundered all
(lie (iixcun tin icm plci iu G rcccc of their fiiiclt pain-

Iculptures, and other precious arti-
tu o  o i  ju p iM r clcs dedicated to  the d eity ; and h ejll’ued 
tobthiwjht orders for conveying the I’poil to orna--
lyRoine. incut his palaces, gardens, andhouCesof
p kafiirc; laying, fhat fince Rome was the moil
inagflificent city, the niolt curiqus and valuablepro- 
dutUoui, cu^ l̂d not, with equal prc/priety, he depo- 
lited in any othur place, l ie  had the enVontcry to 
fend to. Mciiynius Rcgulus, commanding him to 
taufe the ilatiie o f  Olympian Jupiter, that'cT^quifitc 
produtlion o f i ’hidias,;the fiatuary o f  Athens, which 
was held in the highefl eilimation throughout G reecc, 
to be removed to Rome : but this unreafonable order 
was not complied w ith; for the ariihceis ,informed 
Mcmmius Regulus, that by difplacing the ftatue it 
muR inevitably be broken. A  tradition is preferved, 
that during tiie time Memrfiius Regulus had the re- 
moval o f the Uatue under deliberation, he was deter
red from carrying the projctl. into effcd  by a nioft 
extraordinary^ vilion, in conf^qucnce o f  which he 
\ Tot,e a letter o f excufe to Caius. Had not the death 
o f the emperor intervened, he would infalliblv have 
puhiihed the dilobedience o f  Meminius by the lofj^ 
of his head.
ciainii e-jui. cxccfs did thc infolcncc and
litrof <euti- vanity o f  this man arrive, that, upon the 
«nihip to birth o f a daughter, he caufed the image 
Jupiter. yj' child to oe conveyed into the capi- 
tol, and placed upon the knee o f Jupiter, ihereoy 
intimating that the infant flood in an eaual degree o f 
rclationfhip to Jupiter and him ielf; and be challeng- 
^̂d the fpedators to determine which o f  the fathers 
wfis molt refpeOable. The people entertained the 
uunoil deteflation o f the condud o f  Caius, but Itill 
they fervilely fubniitted to all his extravagant hu- 
incouraEcs >nours. He uot Only gave permidion to 
(lives,. wh'oTj ilaves, but even afibrded them all poflliblc 
iCTufMhtV** encouragement, to alledge charges o f 
iMfteU Avhatevcr nature they thought jjroper

againfl their matters ; and thefi*accura- 
tions proved the more opprefTive, as they were con- 
f^aniiy fupported by the authority o f  the emperor, 

ho rewarded die infc«-mers in proportion to their 
dt.gree o f iniquity. A  capitaU^ffencc was alledged 
againfl Claudius, the uncle o f  Cains, by his bond
man, named P ollux; and on this occafion Caius 
prcfided on thc bench, with a view to procurc his 
uncle to fr.frcr the death o f  a criminal, on a falfe ae- 
cufation : but in this defign, however, he did not 
iiicceed.
H: btcume. T he countenance he afjTordcd todctrae- 
ojbtsiiihe tors and infornjer.; o f  the iiioit abandoned 

 ̂ principles and prafcUce having givcji (laves 
a fuperiority over their patrons, and caufed an in/i- 
■Jiity o f  other mofl defperate^evils, the people vented 
liie bitterefl execrations againA the emperor, as thc 
author o f  the prevailing evils, and fuggelled tt) thcm- 
iclve.j various nicafurcs for extirpating from the

It'is  h o r t i j  
r i i i n t s  o u f c  
th e  y c o f le  M 
f la t  h itd c itb .

M o r» l r tf i 'C -  
t io n l  c o u f t i  n -  
i i i |  h im .

earth fo drteflable a monflcr, fomc being influenced 
by a defire o f revenge for the injuries they had fuf- 
tained, and others on the principle o f avoiding 
thc inifchiefs with which futurity fcenied to be 
pregnant.

The emperor having extended thc per
nicious influence o f his tyranny to the cx- 
tremeft degree, his inmiediate death was 
confidered as the only eft'edual means o f 
refloringthe ancient authority o f  the laws, and fecu- 
ring the puhSc trantjuillity. The dcatli o f this cruel 
man was an event highly favourable to the Jews, for 
b y  it they were hanpilv p rckrved  from the deflrufti- 
on to which he had deflined them.

It is neceflary to be exceerffngly minute 
in the narrative o f  the death o f  this w ick
ed princc,fince it will afford a gratification 
to curiofity, Wy fhewing the wonderful rjtpcrations 
o f the divine providence in the jufl difpofal o f 
eveu ts; inltrud the virtuous part o f  mankind not to 
def’pair in the utmolt extremities o f  ill fortune; and 
at the fame time prove an admonition to thofc* placed 
in thc exalted fpheres of.iife agaii\ft refting their hopes 
on vain and treacherous foundations, or pointmg 
their wifhes to the attainment o f tranfitory enjoy- 
menLs ; and afford a confolatory indruHioii that th« 
happinefs o f life is only to be prt)cured by a fleady 
adherence to the principles of virtue and piety.

T hree confpiracies wi;re formed for 
efiecting the dellrutlion o f ihis unnatural fpifacit* 

•and detefted tyrant, and each fadion was 
fubjed to the command o f a leader o f ap- 
proved and diftinguifhed refolution. A  Spaniard o f  
Corduba, named yllniilius Regulus, had the com
mand o f one troop; another was under Caffius. ( ’hit- 
reas, the tribune; and Aiu)ius was the leader o f  a 
tliird detachment. Thefe parties were compofed 
o f men remarkable for intrepid and relblute difpofi- 
tions : and they all held Caius in the utmofl detefla- 
tion, confidering him as the moff abominable mon- 
fter that nature fiad produced. /T.milius Motive, of 
Regulus, being a man o f an honourable their 
and getierous temper, was thc enemy o f 
Caius from the abhorrence ht >iaturalty ciitertained 
<3f  every fpecies o f  wickcdnefs: Minucianus was 
confcious that the vcngeance o f  the tviavt would 
prove fatal to whoever incurred his difpleafure, «nd 
partly on thisconfideration his enmity was produced, 
aiul partly in revenge for the death o f Lepidus, a 
man o f  flrid  honour and unblemifhcd charafAer, and 
his particular friend, whom the tyrant had xruclly 
murdered; the office which Cha;reas held required 
him to be frequently about the perfon o f the emper
or, and he, therefore, apprehended his life to be 
continually in the moll imminent danger from the 
ferocious difpufition o f his malter, who took every 
opportunity o f upbraiding him with cB'eminacy; the 
dangerous predicament in which he Hood, and the 
infuTtshe perpetually received, heartilydifpofed him 
to alfill in the enterprire o f  effeding the deffrUc- 
tion o f  Cajus. Notwithflanding thcv were refpec- 
tively influenced by particular and diftinct motives,

they
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they were unanimous in the common caufe. T hey 
confidercd it the indifpenlabie duty o f  true patrio- 
lifm to fa.crificL‘ their lives in dc(«‘nce o f  their country, 
and to encounter every danger and difficulty raUier 
than fufl'er mankind to labour under the opprcffion 
and bloody outrages o f  a mofl barbarous and uiire- 
C'hareu the Icnting tyrant. Chaereas was more refo*
nui* t«airu» liitcly dctcmiincd upou carrying the ex-
confpiutof. execution than his companions;
thin fjctraordinary ardour was occafioncd by a con- 
fcioufnefsthat he had advantages abovfe the others, 
vh ich  would enable him with the lefs difficulty to 
perform the great enterprife whcncc he expeftcd to 
derive a very confiderable reputation : for being 
one of the tribunes, inSnrtue o f  his oflicc he had free 
a c e e f s t o  tlw; perfon -jf the emperor.
AitiicCiic'n. It was now the tune for performing the 
fitn t»ircii, circus gamts aiwd exercilcim in which en- 

tertainment the people o f Rome found a 
trbe'cruciiy particular ploafurc. O n this occafion it

liad been a long cHabliflied cuftom for 
the people to be allowed tnc liberty o f  petitioning 
the em peror; and when their demands were rcafon- 
able, it was feldom they met a refu fa l: at this time 
d»en the multitude aflembled in great numbers, and 
r e q u e f t e d  f îat pay'ment o f part of their (axes and tri- 
Ij^tcs might be remitted. Inltead o f  granting their 
rcquelt, Caius gave way to the molf violent expref- 
iiotis o f rage, aiui commanded his guards to feize the 
people who had prefumed to make the clamour, and 
put them immediately to death; and in confequence 
o f  this.crucl order fcveral were indantly llain. The 
people patiently fubmitted to this aft o f violence ; 
but it lerved to caution them againll putting their 
iives to fuch imminent hazard in future for the pur- 
pofe ofprefcrving theirmoney. This laft inftance o f 
barbarity inlpired Chaereas with additional avidity 
for attempting the enterprife, and ftopping the 
bloody rage o f  the brutal tyran t; he levera) times 
intended to deltroy Caius while he was at table, but 
w'Hs induced to fufpend the execution o f  his delign 
hv the expcfclation o f  a u)ore favourable opportu
nity, when he might be at a greater certainty o f  fuc- 
ceeding in his attempt. Cha-reas had for a confider- 
able time been cajitain o f the guards, and he now 
held a commiffion for collefcUng certain revenues; 
the extreme poverty o f k>me of the people on whom 
the tax was impofed opcraicd upon his compairionate 
difpohtion, and therefore he was n o tfo  fevt're in 
cxad in g  the payment ofarrears as C;rfap wifhed him 
Reprsachfui to bc. In confcqucncc o f  this lenity he in- 
hrhjviourof currid  tlic difpicafure o f  C«(ar, wiio up- 
t«ustowa»d» braided him forbein" aninfignificantcrea- 
Chercii. executuin o f  liis ofhce, and
dellitute o f the fpirit neccHiiry to enforce paym ent; 
and whenever Cnaireas applied to him for the watch 
wt)rd, it was his conftant pratlice to give a word, the 
im p o T t  of which conveyed a refletlion upon him for 
being o f a pufillanimous and effeminate temper : but 
notwlthftanding this, Caius himfelf made no Icruplc 
to alFume the habit and ornaments o f a wcunan, and, 
at ccicmonies he had eltablilhcd, to accommodate

his behaviour in every rcfpeft to a refemblance o f 
the female charaftcr.

W hen Chaereas delivered the word to liis  brotlicr 
officers, it conltantly rendered him an ob jed  o f deri- 
fion to them, and it was fcldoni thcv failed obferving 
to him that they expcftcd the word would bear a ri
diculous meaning. This m ockery o f  Ca- othe» .ffcci- 
ius at length bccame fo intolerable to i*';
Cha;reafi, that he could no longer refrain ‘ 
from communicating his purpofe to his particular 
friends, in the number o f  whom was a fenator named 
Popedius, who had paded the feveral degrees o f  ho
nour, but being one of the fett of* Epicurus, his 
whole attention was. engroifed upon indulging his 
defire o f living in perfett eafc. ’ iAn acrufation was 
made againft Popedius by Tim idius, hii profefled 
enemy, purporting that he had made ufe o f  exprcf 
fions o f  a dangerous tendency and violently retlc6l- 
ing upon C a iu s; he pretended i hat the charge he had 
adduced was founded op the cvM cncc o f  Quintilia, a 
comedian o f  fingular beauty, o f  whom Popedms was 
enamoured. Upon Quintilia’s refuling to give falic 
teftimony againither lover, Timidiu.s requellcd that 
fhe might be put to the torture, whicli Cains com
manded Cha;rcas to fee inflantly performed. It was 
the tyrant’s cuflom to apjx)int Chsereas to offices of 

-this kind, from an idea that having fo frequently re
proached him for being a timid and woman-hearted 
creature would.caufe him to execute his commands 
with greater feveritj’. A s Quintilia was paffing to 
the place where flie was to fuffier torture, fhe trod on 
the foot o f  one o f  the confpirators, -thereby intimat
ing that no futfcrings fliould compel her to a confef- 
fion o f  the enterprife that was in agitation.

Chaereas was under foflronga necelfity 
faithfully to execute Ca;far’s commiffion, 
that he could do no otherwife than inilifcl 
great fevcrities upon Quintilia, though 
they proved a great violence to Ifis incli
nation. H aving fuftaincd her fufferings 
with wonderful fortitude, he conduded her into the 
?refence o f  the emperor, mangled, torn, and dif
igured in a moff fliocking m anner; notwithffanding 

the natural cruelty o f his temiH.r, Caius entertained 
fomc pity for the rnifcrable ob jctl, and gave her a 
confiderable fum o f money, as fomc compenfatiori 
for her fufferings; and he? rcftored Popedius to 
liberty.

Chaereas was exceedingly afflicled upon 
confidering that he had been the inltru- 
ment o f  inlli£ling a fa vage barbarity upon 
a woman whofi; fufferings had moved even 
the emperor to compaflion, and he look
ed upon this as an event that would greatly detrafl 
from his repuUtion. Matters were in this fituation 
when Chiereas refolved to open his mind to Papi 
nius, who as well as himfelf was a tribune, and Clc 
mens, a captain o f the city troops. Addreffing him 
fe lfto  Clemens, “  T he public are fenfible (faid he] 
that neithpr you nor m yfelf have been deficient in 
the difcharee o f our duty to the emperor, and that 
we have afuduoufly dircclcd our attention to d c t e f t

and
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and frHftrate confpiracics; fomc o f  the parties con
cerned in fomenting infiirrcCtions wc liave fvibjcHed 
to tortui'e.< fo extreme that the deplorable condition 
o f the offenders has given birth to pity even in the 
favage bread o f the em peror; ami o( k ts  we have put 
fo inuant death; but is it not d^Togatory to the clia- 
ra6ter o f  men o f honour and foldicrs to engage in 
oilices o f fo horrid a nature P" T o  this, Clemens made 
no reply ; but his countenance evidently betrayed 
afcnle o f  fliame, arifing from the rcdefclion o f hav- 
?ng complied with the mcrcilefs orders o f  (^aius, in 
direft violation'of the didates o f  confcience and hu- 

inanity. Chaereas now proceeded to the 
d r t f .  o n  t h e  following cff'cfl,: “  Public fame declares 
lubjea. Caius to be the author o f the intolerable 
grievances which prevail throughout the city and 
empire ; and they are.fo notorious, that it is wholly 
unnecefl'ary for me to recapitulate them ; but the 
truth is, that ourfelves are to be ju itly  confidered as 
the caui'e«fthof<i outrages vh ich  the people o f  Rome 
and mankind have too long Qndiired; for we have 
executed the molt barbarous comminions, even at 
the time when, had we been difpofcd to thegloriouiS 
enterprife, we might have relieved the world from 
the oppreffion o f  a mercilefs tyrant: but inflead o f 
ihii, we have fcrvilely fubmitted to offices which 
have degraded our chara6tersas foldiers and men o4’ 
honour, and branded our names with eternal infamy. 
W e cannot pretend to the glorious reputation o f 
defending the liberties o f  our country : our bufinefs 
has been to fupport the man who incefTantly labours 
to endave our bodies and ruin our fouls. In obedi
ence to a bloody tyrant we have perpetrated the molt , 
horrid murders, and inflifted the mod excruciating 
tortures upon other people; and we muil expefct 
that we fhall ourfelves be configncd to (imilar v io
lences. O ur abjeft compliance is judged to be the 
effetl o f compuHion and fear, not of refpeti and 
duty; and we mud therefore be the ohjefts o f  dreud 
and fufpieion, rather than o f  cdceni and confidence. 
So wanton is ii)c barbarity o f  Caius, that he obferves 
regard neither to guilt nor innocaice, but thofe 
over whom he has authority he indifq>*ninately 
configns to death or other,puni(hment.<according 
to the extravagancies o f his humour, 'rhefc circum- 
dances being conli'Ured, it will appear indil- 
pcnliihly neceffary to purliie meafiires for the pre- 
lervation o f our own lives and the liberties o f our 
country.”

Clemens declared his approbation o f  the fenti- 
ments o f  Cha;r<^as, whom he enjoined to profouixl 
fecrecy, obferviiij^, that if  the lead intimation o f the 
nlot fhould tranfpire, the ccrtainconlequence woul^ 
be death to all the parties concerned. “  It is my 
idvice (faid hv ) that we attempt not to carry our plot 
ii'.to execution till time fliaU afford us a favourabtc 
opportunity. T h e  years I have paffed have abated 
the violence o f  iny paflions, and perfiiaded me that 
the bed counfels are thofe which may be purlued 
with the greated fafety.” Clemens now departed, 
deeply rumin:iiing upon what kad pafled during the 
interview.

Xo. i8.

The indifferi'nce o f  Clemens gave rife 
to a fufpieion in Ch.rreas that he was not 
firmly a'.tachcd to the caufe; and there
fore he haltcned to a brother-tribunc 
named Cornelius Sabinus, whom he knew 
to be a mail o f  drift integrity, deadily 
dil'pofed lo fupport the iinerties o f his
country^ and t:\ceedtnglydiffntisfied with the pre-
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o f  his judgment, 'rhe jealoufy he entertained (>f 
Clemens occafioned him to be very  urgent foi an 
immediate difpatch o f  the bufinefs in hand. He 
found that Sabinus entertaiiicd fentiments perfeftly 
correfpondiiig with his own, though he had not ven
tured to divulge thetn : but he gave Chasreas the 
drongcd affurance o f  fiscTecy, and that he would 
aflift in the enterprife.

T h ey  agreed that it would bclm propcr 
to loft; time in bringing n'atters to an 
iflue: and they now repaired to Minueia- 
niis, whom they knew to be t.n enemy to 
the prefent fyftem o f government, and 
markable for a dignity o f mind and a rigid adherence 
to the principles o f  virtue. Caiiis, M’ho had naturally 
an enmity againft men o f honour and integrity, had 
caufed the death o f Lepidiis, the particular friend o f  
Minucianus, and on account o f  that event the aver- 
fion he had conceivcd againft him was greatly in- 
creafed, for he was fenfible that tl\e.lofs o f his friend 
mud have incurred the ill-will o f  Minucianus. T he 
expreffions made ufe o f  in previous conferences en
abled Chasreas, Minucianus and Sabinus to form a 
judgment o f  each other’s fentiments, though^ they 
deemed it imprudent pnbiickly to declarc their dif- 
approbation o f the fydem o f government; but the 
confideration o f being engaged in the fame intereds 
united them in a firm b<jnd o f  friendfhip. The dig
nity a'nd virtue o f Minucianus had on former occa- 
fions commanded great refpeft from Chaereas and 
Sabinus; and in the prefent in dance they refolved to 
r -efervo their ufaal defeience towar is a man o f fuc;h 
lingular merit, and to divulge their bufinefs to him 
in a gradual mSnner.

'J’he ridicule which Caius cad upon (;h^r^as by 
giving the word Avas the fflb jed  o f  public difrourft. 
Minucianus afked Cha;reas what word the emperor 
had given; and, happy in a quedion fo favourable 
to his dc-lign, he replied; “  W halevrr word the ein-

feror may have given, let your word be 
. i n E R T Y .  T he conformity o f our fentj- 

ntents animates me to proceed in a caufe
lo which l  am refolute y difpofed. This 
fword which I now gnifp will be fufficieRt for iw 
both; let us then haden to the execiuion o f  our de-

LtltCiTV
th e
w o iii for < t-  
U c k i » |C a i u f ,

figti, your prudcnce anc: 
for my com lutt; and rtf 
dial! be obeyed with c

,courage fl-rving as example.s 
afliired that your commsnds 

hcarfulnefs and punftuality. 
Succefs does* not ib much depend upon the dretigth 
o f  the arm as upoti the intrepidity and fortitude or 
the mind: a brave foul, therefore, is not deprclUd

4 U l>y
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b y  the w^m o f arms; for courage fuppHes the defici- 
«;nr.v o f weapons. I am impatient tor the glorious 
t'iiploii: and what< ver may be the event as to myfclf- 
I,am pcrfeflly  indifferent; for I have iiiore impor
tant concerns than the niaking provifton cither for 
tnv lifv ot- fortiyre at the time when the lives o f  my 
fe low fn b jc ^ , and the laws and liberties o f my 
country on the will o f a lavage tyrant- Since
you ha\>rt»cen plealijd to dcclarc your approbation 
o f  th&/4Y)tcnded entcrpriie, if  it (hall prove my for- 
fijjK5 io ilrikc the decihve blow, I h op t I lhall not 
incur your envy for having irecd mankind from a 
iiaie o'ftlie moll intolerable oppfelfion.” Minucianus 
now embraced Cha.‘rras, aij^ wiflied his attempt might 
iucccedj after which thSy )arted.

It is related iia t the confpiraj:ors were 
cnccHtragcd to proceed in their defign by 
the following circum i'ances; as Clia:rcas 
was entering the pal . cc, a voicc was heard, 
biddiiig him, in tnc name ofthe Alm ighty, 

piirrac the caufe in which hcliad engaged. Charreas 
w 6 jat lid l alarmed, I'uppofing himfelf betrayed; but 
upon rcflc'ilion, he imagined the exhortation to have 
been cither an cnc(juraging declaration o f divine 
provideiice, or an addiels from fome pcrfon con
cerned in the conjpiracy, with a view to animate 
him to the enterprile.

G reat numbers o f knights, foMieri, and people o f 
other denominations, who were friends to the in
tended revolution, had alfcmbled, and they were 
iinanimoufly o f opinion that matters had arrived 
to fo critical a conjundure, that the deftnicUon 
either o f  Carfar or the commonwealth was ine
vitable; and they v.’cre emulous to cxceed^each 
other in whatever they fuppofed would contribute 
towards the prefervation o f  their country. T h e 
onmut, tfce confpirators were joined even ny Cal- 

lillus, a freedman and great favourite o f  
the emperor, over whom he had lb con- 
fidcrable an influence, tlwit, rather than a 
I'ubjetl to, he appeared to be a partner in 

tyrannous government. B y  the moil corrupt 
prafti'ces he h;ia amalfed tmmenfe wealth, but he, 
notwithftanding, judged hb fituationjo be very pre
carious under Cams, whom he knew to he impla
cably rcfolutc n̂ fully acomplifhing every fcheme o f 
m ifcljiefhc cfwiccived. CafUftus imagining that on 
the fdore of iiis wealth, which was a temptation 
fcarccly to be refiftcd, and on many other accounts, 
lic was in imminent danger, deemed *t prudent to 
ingratiate himfelf into the favour o f the next fuc- 
cclior^ and Jie therefore privately applied to Clau
dius, informing him, that he had been frequently 
urged by the emperor to deltroy him by poilbn, but 
that, from motives o f kindnefs, he had adopted ftra- 
tdgems for arnufing the emperor, who flill expefcled 
that his commands would b  ̂ carried into execution.

I am inclined to difpute the authority o f Calliflus’s 
report, and to believe that his view was merely to 
obtain an intercft in Claudius: for had Caius intencled 
to cffeti the death o f his uncle, he w’ould nen have 
tufl'cred his ddign to be frullrated by the cxcules o f

t m p e r o r ' i  
i r c R t in a n  a n d  
fiiTouriu,
3 .1w  Lu th e
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l«y, i-jiTiJtei 
l ii«  CO.: p a -  
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Calliftus, whofe death muft have been the immediate 
confequcnce o f difobedience to the commands o f  the 
tyrant. However, Claudius confidered him felf to 
be under great obligations to CalliRus, whom he 

r looked upon as the mrtrument o f  providence for 
eflctiing an happy deliverance.

Though Chafreas was anxioufly defirous 
o f  pulhmg matters to an immediate iflue. 
the e x e c u t i o D  o f the plot was deferred 
from time to time, through the irrefolute 
and inattive di»i>o{ition o f fonjc o f  the 
confederates. Cha:reas declared that he would not 
have hcfitated to delhoy Caius even in the caj)itol,

• at the tivne ho was jicrforming facrifice for his daugh
ter; or, while he was dillnbuti ig gifts to the nml- 
titude, to have thrown him headlong from the bat  ̂
tlements o f  his palace; he obferved that as he judged 
himfelf fecure, and was leldom upon hi.s guard, he 
might have been furprifcd on Ibme public ioleninity, 
or-atthe private ceremonies which he had him lelfin- 
lliw tcd, el'pccially as lie was furroundcd by attend
ants who held him in abhorrence, notwidiftanding 
the neccflary regard to their I’afety rendered it pru
dent to conceal their Icntiments. T he apprehenlion 

lities might be loft, ana the end o fthat all opportunities 
the confpiracy frultratet by further delays, ren-
ck;red C  la^reas fo impatient, that he upbraided his 
companions with entertaining the fupcrftitious notion 
that the pcrfon o f Caius was (acred; declaring that 
he was hmifelf ready to undertake the bufinefs, and 
to engage to difpatch the tyrant, even without the 
advantage o f  any kind o f  weapon ot- inftrument o f  
death. His allbciates highly api)lduded his undaunt
ed refohuion and iteady zeal in the public raufe: 
but they were inclified nill to procraftinate the de- 
cifive attempt till the time for celebrating the games 
inllitiited in honour o f  Auguftus, to whom the R o 
mans firlt owed the lofs o f their liberty; for he took 
the authority vefted in the people into his own 
hands, and eftablifhcd the monarchical form o f go
vernment. Oppofite the palace a thea*re was ereft- 
ed, to which the Roman nobility, their Theyform* 
wives a>K)̂  children, and other people o f  refojud. 
condition feforted: and it was propofcd 
that the plot fhould be executed on one o f  the pub'ic 
days when the emperor was fupounded by the many 
thoufands o f  people which repaired to this place on 
occafion o f  the entertainments; as in calc o f an 
alarm, the guard would not be able to obtain admif- 
fiou time enough to prevent the exploit- and it was 
urged that an attempt in any other place would not 
be attended with fo great a probability o f fuccels, as 
tlie military power would have a fairer opportunity 
to interpofe and utterly defeat the confpiracy, the 
confequencc o f  which would be certain deflrutlion 
to' all the parties. Cha^reas agreed to this mei;furc, 
which was to take place on the firft day ofthe public 
fpeHacles; but they were not able to put their de
fign in execution till the third day, which was the 
lalt o f  the exhibitions and entertamments: and the 
confpirators would have lulfcrcd even tins day tb 
clapfe, had not Chaireas animated them by an addiefs

to
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to the following efFe6l; “  W e are united in an ho
nourable and righteous c a u fe : b»t cowardice and 
indolcnee'havc io fliamefully prevailed, that we Uill 
remain in the firfl Itage o f  our bufiDcfs. Tlits un
pardonable delay fufpends our lives, fortunes, and 
tlie incltiinable liberties o f  our country in the danger 
o f being irretrievably ruined. H ave we not realon 
JO apprehend that our delaj's will produce a difco- 
v c ry ^ f our intentions? in which cafe, inUead o f de
livering j>ur country, we fliall provoke the mercilefs 
tyrant to the exercife o f opprefTion with redoubled 
fury. Can it be expelled that a condutt fin^ilar to 
tbatwe have hitherto purfued will prove advantage
ous either to ourfelves or to our country? Let us 
exert a neccifary fpirit in the glorious caule we have 
undertaken, and immortal fame will be the reward 
o f our generous endeavours." Chsercas now made 
a paufc, in order that his alfociates might confider 
and more fully underTtand his addrcfs: but no reply 
being made, he proceedecJ>thus: “  For what pur- 
pofe, I intrcat yo u ,-is  it that you make thefe fre
quent hedtations and delays ? \ o u  cannot be igno
rant that this isth e laft day o f  the entertainments, on 
the conclufion o f which daius means to go to A le x 
andria, and thence proceed to make the tour o f 
A 'gypt. W ould it not reileft eternal difhonour 
upon us, ftiould we fuffcr this monllcr, who is a“ 
dilgrace to human nature, to efcape our vengeance, 
and leave to fome generous yCgyptian the Elorious 
opportunity o f  doing that jultice to mankind which 
we dare not attempt ? The time, my friends, will no 
longer admit o f  delibeiation: before this day fhali 
clapfe 1 will acquit m yfelf o f  the duty I owe to my 
country and to mankind; fo r i  will allow no man to 
ilifpute with me the glory o f  delivering the world 
from this deteftable tyrant."

This generous addrefs infpired the party 
with a defire o f having the enttfrprife at
tempted on the inltant; and it being the 
day on which Chaereas, as captain o f  the 

guard, was, according to his turn, to go to the em
peror for the word, he put his fword to his fide, as 
ufual on fuch occafions, and repaired to tU i^ alace. 
The multitude were preffing to obtain p aces, and 
the em peror appeared particularly gratihed by the 
confufion that prevailed amongll them ; for there be
ing no parts purpolely afligned for the reception o f 
tilt fenators, knights, and other people o f  diftinftion, 
inen, women, maflcrs and Haves, o f  all denomina
tions, croudcd promifcuoufly together. Sacrifice 
was oftcred up to Auguftus, to whofe honour the Ib- 
lemnity was dedicated; and during the ceremony 
fome blood, which fprang from the viftim , Gained 
ihe robe o f  a fenator named Afprenas. This circum- 
Hance proved a fubjcfct o f mirth to the erriperor: but 
the reft conlidered it as an unfortunate omen, and 
Tuch indeed it proved ; for in the tumult that epfued 
Alprenas was (lain. It was remarked with furprife, 
that on this day the emperor fhewed an extraordi
nary (hare o f  rood hummir and mirth. Sacrifice 
being performed, he repaired to the theatre, attended 
oy fuch o f  the courticrs as were moft particularly

T h e  co n fp ir» -  
t o n  t r «  e a g tr  
to  e ffe f t  t h e i r  
|iu rp a /e .

Jn c id < n N  p « .
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• d to m p lK h . 
m r n t  o f  tfa t 
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attached to him. T h e theatre was a temporary build* 
irtg, compofed o f  frames o f  wood which Dereripnon of 
were taken to pieces and put together as 
occafion required : it had two entrances, one gate 
opening towards the court, und another oppofite the 
paffage through which the aftors pafTed, that they 
might not incommode the fpcflators; aud on the 
lame fide as the door opening to the paftiage was a 
ipace feparated by partitions tor the afc\ors and the 
performers yn mufical inftruments.

C afar being feated on the right-hand 
fide o f  the theatre, Chaereas and tlie reft 
o f  the tribunes near him, and the multi
tude having taken their plaui's, a fenator 
and a military man, named Bathybius, in 
a whifper afked Cluviius, a man o f  the confular dig. 
nity, who fat next him, whether he had heard any 
news. The anfwer was in the negative. Bathybfus 
then faid, “  I mult inform you, that this day the 
tragedy o f  the tyrant is to be perfonned.” ( ’h iatus, 
ui a verfe from Homer, urged him to be carcful that 
he Was not overheard by the Grecians. Fruit and 
birds were now thrown down among the people, and 
the confufion o f li:rambline for the prizes fcemed to 
afford Caius uncommon delight. During the enter
tainments, two mafters were introduced which may 
be confidered as luifortunate omens: the firft was a 
corrupt judge fuffering public juftice, and the other 
a reprefentation o f  the tragedy o f Cinyra, wherein 
herfelfand her daughter * M y rrna were put to death: 
and during thefe performances a confiderahle quan
tity o f blood was Ipilt, for the purpofe o f giving the 
fcene the greater appearance o f  reality. Thefe re- 
prefentations took place on the anniverfary o f  tiic 
death o f  Philip, the fon o f  Amyntas, king o f  M ace
donia, who upon entering the theatre was llain by his 
friend Paufanias.

Caius was deliberating within himfelf whether he 
fhould retire to bathe and receive fome refrefhment, 
and then return to the theatre. Minucianus, who 
fat near Caclar, obferving Cha;reas, and fearing the 
opportunity for executing the plot might be loil, 
rofe in order to follow and encourage hnn in his re- 
folution : but Caius gently took hold o f  his robe, 
and, in an accent o f kmdnefs, afked him whither he 
was going. Upon this Minucianus again took his 
feat; but his apprehenfion returning, ne rofe a fe- 
cond time, and the emperor made no offer to detain 
him. Afprenas, who was engaged in the confpiracy, 
endeavoured ta prevail upon Caius to retire, as was 
ufual, faying that, after bathing and receiving fome 
nourifhmcnt, he would return to the emertainmeuLs 
with additional pleafure.

Having flationed the confpirators in 
places mofl convenient for effecting the 
enterprife, Chaereas became impatient o f  
longer d elay ; and it beii;^ now paft three 
in the arternoon, he refolvcdto return to the theatre, 
and aflault Caius there : he was however fcnfiblc

Chtettu p r a -  
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Vide Sim. Pctiti Legis Atiicaj, p. 148.
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that i f  he ^)urfucd this defign, many lives mull be 
Jolt: but he coiilideied the liberties o f  his country 
as a concern infinitely more important than the prc- 
fervation o f fome individuals. H e proceeded to
wards the theatre, but berinc he rcaciiecl that place, 
the word was given_ that Ckel'ar w:is returning to the 
palace. The confpirators cleared the way, leenuiigly 
as i f  by order of the emperor, but their view was 
only to plant thenifelvrs near u1iere he was to p:tfs. 
T he proccffion was led by Claudius, the uncle o f 
Ciiius, who was followed by Marcus ‘ivlinucianus, 
who had married hiS' hiter, and after him came V a
lerius Afiaticus. T he eminent quality o f thefe per- 
fdnfc intitled tTiCm to p^!< without moleftation. T he 
above menticmed pcrronages were followed by Caius, 
attended by PauluS Antntius. Having reached the 
entrance of the jjalact, he turned into a private way 
leadnig to the baths, in order to view fome youths 
who had been fern him from Afia, and were ccle- 
l>rated for their fltill in the Pyrric manner o f  dancing, 
and forcom pofm g and finging facred hymns. W hen 

had entered this narrow paffage, he was 
r.M ly 1 f. • followed by Charreas, who afked him for 
iimttj hjf y,-ord, which was given, but, as ufiial,
Jnm”'' * it conveyed a meaning lb highly indecent 

and .aHVonting, that tiie tribune rebuked 
('aius in very fevere language, and then flabhed him 
between the netk and the flioulder, but the weapon 
was Itopped by a bone. Though the wound was not 
mortal, ne neither made complaint, nor called for 
aflillance, but he groaned, and attempted to efcape; 
Uritd.f- he then received a blow’ from Cornelius, 
piicheiiby which occalioncd him to fail upon his 
oihmiJieirnt cufucfl HU uuivcrfal out-
cry o f  “  Down with him, difpatch the tyrant!” dur
ing which ĥ ; received many wounds, and at length 
yielded up his life.

Some pretend that Cha*rei\s did not mean the firfl 
blow to be mortal, but that a repetition o f wounds 
fliould prolong his mifcry. It does not, however, 
£eem probable that Cha'reas could be fo weak as to 
.put his own fafety and that o f his friends to the moR 
unminent hazard by fo dangerous a delay. Aqtiila 
is laid to have given the wound that caufed the death 

o f  Caius : but tlie reputation o f the enter- 
terjriftafuib- prifc was attributed wholh to ChsKreas, 
eatoCn»rej>. originally fuggelted tlie dcftruHion
o f  the emperor, foi nied the confederacy, animated 
his ailbciates to cH'ed the enierprife in del'pite o f the 
attending danger, and when matters had arrived to 
lui exiremity, by a iifigular cxerUj^i lai'et\urage, ef-
ll  ttuallj' hun»i>ied the powcr rmd pirrtle nf tK eiinna-' 
turai and bfirbarq.us t^ant. Hence it ap}X‘ars that 
mankind were indt^bteilTor great fxpU)it to the 
Heady fortitude atid unrcmittuig diligence ofCha,Teas. 
Th.co,,ipir.. ^ ;UchievfUKni having taken
« . . . c i c a r c  to  place, the conlp^’-ators were greatly alarm- 
iiic of |)y ixiletling on the little i)rofpeB. they'
<.erm.nicui.  ̂ j-̂ {e j-ctreat. T liey judged
it imjy)irible to return by the way they cam e: for the 
pallages were extremclv narrow and trouded with 
loldicrs, whofc duty had called them to attend near

3
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the palace on occafion o f the fcfliva l: at length they 
d e t e r m i n e d  that it wtnild be moft expedient to retire " 
by another way to the houfc o f Gffrmaincus, who 
was father to the lately deceafed Cains: this build
ing i'l contiguous to the palace, or rather it may be 
caUed part o f that edifice y for they are conneaed 
bv fhiicturrs raifed by pi eceding emperors, each o f  
w'hiih is ftill diflinguilhed by the nam c.of its refpec- 
tiv« founder. Having cfcaped .to this place,^they 
judged their fituation would be pcrfccUy iccure till 
the multitude gained information ol the death o f 
C»rfai-.

The German body guards, cgilled the 
CcItlc legion, were the tirit wht) gained 
intelligence o f the death of Caius 5 thefe 
men were o f  fingularly athletic and ro- 
bult conltitutions j in temper cruel, and 
addi£ied to fiidden and violent pafTion, 
but o f hich remarkable intrepidity in tlie 
pradicc o f  arms, th.it,iwhen equally matched, it 
was fcarcely poHible to lubdne.lhem. .T h e  death o f 
Caius exafpcrated thefe men to the highefl pitch o f 
extravagance, but their concern wasJf’ounded on no

Senerous motive o f eftccm, but on the confideration 
lat they fhould be deprived o f their ufiial em olu

ments; for the emperor had diflinguiflied thefe 
►people by diflributing frequent rewards among 
them. T h ey were commanded by Sabinus, who 
was oiiginalfy a g'adiator; and it was pot on ac
count o f any merit on his own part, or on tliat of 
his anceflors, but to a ferocious difpolltion and a 
robufl form o f body, that he was indebted for his 
advancement. Sabinus led his party in fearch o f 
the murderers o f  Caviar, and the firit they met was 
Afprenas, whom they inflantly tore to pieces. W e 
have alrejidy mentioned the robe o f this (enator 
being flaincu by the' blood o f the vidim  at the fa- 
crifice as-an unfortunate omen. A  man o f very dif- 
tinguiflied rank in the city, named Noibanus, feve- 
ral o f whofc ancellors had acquired a high reputation 
by ferving in quality o f generals in the army, was 
next allaulted oy thefe (Tcrman ruffi?’'-^ but he 
prefent^r difarmed the firft who attackc3  nim, foon 
after whiciti-«hc was flainj but being a man o f great 
ffrength and aSlivltv, and o f luicommon courage, 
he would have fold bis life at a very dear rate, had 
lie not been opprefled by nutnbe/s. The third fena- 
tor they encountered was Anteiu:;, who had ventured 
from his retreat from a dc fire o f viewing the body 
o f Caius, againit whom he had entertained an im-

f)lacablc enmity on the following ^ ccoiuu: having 
alien under the difplcafnri^ o f  Caius, the father o f 

Anteius incurred the lentence o f  banifhment; but 
this not being fufficient to fatiate his revenge, the 
tyrant caufed him to be put to death in his exile, 
liefides the three peribns above-mentioned, many 
others whom they encountered in their way were in- 
difcriminately flain by this barbarous troop o f G er
mans.

T he news o f the death o f Ca*far being Aft«ii(hm«nt 
brought to the theatre, tVie people were »' 
thrown into the grcatclt ullouifhmcni

imagina*
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im aginable! they who wifliod the tnteJ- 
l^igetice ?night prove authontir, were 
fearful o f  rcpofing any confi(]«*npe in the 
rumour, lell their hoj>cs jhould be difap- 
pointed; others were not inr'ined to bi*- 

licye the report, bcraufc they wiftied it miglu p r o v e  
lailc; and a third party were o f  0)iiiiun that the 
0ccon>f)li(hment o f the aftion furpaHed all poflibi- 
Iity» Such as entertained the latter notion were 
chiefly women, young people, foldicrs, and flaves. 
H e obtained the favour and good wifhes o f  the 
women and young people, by the prizes he dillri- 
buted, and the entertainments he gave, under the 
pretext of gratifying the people; but he was in- 
tirely aftuatcd by his unnatural propenfity to the 
dellruftion of his fellow-crcatures: the foldicrs were 
attached to him on the confideration o f obtaining 
pay in his fcr\;ice, and being, in fome meafure, the 
l)artners o f his oppreflTion; for they were the inftru- 
nients o f  his vengeance upi>n good men, and (hared 
in the booty obtained from thofe whom the tyrant 
configncd to ru in : the bondmen were attached to 
him by the encouragement be gave them to advance 
falfe accufations againft their mafters; for if  a (lave 
WHS de(irous o f  gaining his freedom and amaffing 
riches- nothing farther was necefllary than to point 
out where his mailer’s riches were depofited; and it 
was a matter o f  abfolute certainty that, without the 
Icafl regard to common juftice, Caius would feize 
the fpoil: than, on the double motive o f liberty and 
avance, were (laves induced to effeft the ruin o f 
their employers; for though the accufations were 
evidently deftitute o f  foundation in truth, they were 
conltantly fupportcd by the authority o f  Caius, who 
granted unconditional pardon to the infoi-mcrs, and 
the law allowed them oiie eighth part o f  the con(if- 
cated effcfts.

T h e people o f  diftinftion who believed the intel
ligence o f the death o f  Caefar to be true, either 
from their wifhes that it might be fo, or from be
ing informed o f  the confpiracy, were exceedingly 
careful to avoid all difcourfe on the (ubjefcl; for 
they were.confcious that if  by their looi^ *or any 
other means, they fhould betray the le jif  fymptom 
o f fatisfaSion, the inevitable confequence muft be 
inftant death.
D 'f f e r c n t  r e . Various.Veports conccrning the event 
poiticoiK.n>- were circulated; fome pretending that 

Caefar had been wounded, but not mor
tally, and that he was attended by fur- 

geons. The people, however, judged it unfafe to 
nriake a declaration o f  their fentiments; for they 
were uncertain whether they who publifhed the 
news wdre attached to the iutereils o f  Caius’s party, 
or to the oppofitc fatlion; and therefore t h ^  conli- 
dered it equally dangerous to take a decifive part 
cither in favour of, or againft the revolution. T he 
rcDort which ferved more cfTeBually than all the 
reft to deprefi the fpirits o f  the nobility was, that 
upon being wounded, Ca;(ar, without waiting for 
the alliit^nce o f furgeons, haflened with all ponible 
Ipeed to the ra*rkct-piace, vh cre, in a declaiiuiory 
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adi^refs, he appealed to the multitude on the cni- 
elty trercifed  upon him, Theic dilfcroni r u m o u r s  
opt-rdtcd upon the p-ople according to the foiiii- 
fi)ciits they rrfpeBively entertained; but the c îi- 
Hernaiion anion" them was general, and Co crt-nt, 
that they did not dure even to m>it their iMacos, j 
for they knew their fate did not fo much clepcnd 
on the guilt or innoccnti; o f  their intentions, as up
on thf evidtncc which would be advanced by the 
informers, and the interpretation which the juUgiN 
would pm *ipon that evincnce.

During this diflraclcd fituation o f  af- Thtthwtre 
fairs, the theatre was furrounded by the !«y'iie 
enraged Germans, brandiihing their 
drawn fwords: upon the appearance o f  g re a t  lo rco r o f  

thefe troops, the people in the theatre ti'« p=«p''' 
were alarmed in the higheft degree, and they ima
gined that, whether they rentained, or attempted to 
efcape, they (hould be equally certain o f being pm 
to indant death. The (bldiers haviijg forcibly gained 
admittance into the theatre, a mo(t terrible clamour 
enfued among the people, fome o f  whom made 
proteflations o f  their innocsnce, appealing to the 
gods to witnefs their truth ; ethers made ufe o f  fup- 
plications, exc.ufes, fubmifrions, and every other 
means which they conccived might tend to deprccutc 
the wrath o f  the foldicrs.

So truly deplorable wa : the fituation oT TheOi-r- 
the people, that the tendernefs o f com- manii relent- 

pafTion afTailed the cruel hearts o f  the 
Germans, whofe confciences now up- "
braided them with the afts o f  barbarity 
which they had already perpetrated; for after hav
ing put Alprenas and others to death, they carried 
the heads o f  thofe unfortunate perfons about, oi- 
tentatioudy exptjfing them us public fpedacles; but 
they at length depofited the heads upon the altar. 
The unhappy deaths o f fo many jierfons o f  didinc- 
lion, and the brutal and infulting triumph o f the 
Get mans, infpired the friends o f  the deceafed fe- 
nators, and other people o f  rank, with the raoft 
lively afflidion, which was greatlv jncreafed by 
the alarming confideration that tneir own lives 
were in the mod imminent danger. T h e death c f  
Caius did not yet afford perfccl fatisfafiion even to 
thofe who had been his moft inveterate eucm ifs; 
for they remained under the mofl dreadful appre- 
hefifion that they fhould uot long furvive the ty
rant.

During the general confternation, a Th«J»«fh<rf 
public cryer, tiamcd Aruncius, a man o f  th« rmptror 
confidcraDlc wealth and o f  great influ- 
ence among the people, carne to the the- J,.'* ‘ 
atre, habited in deep mourning, and, dif- 
fcmbl'ing his real fentiments, iic affumed every ap
pearance o f  the moft fincere and tender affliaiou, 
and with an exalted voice made public proclamation 
o f  the death o f  the einperor. T he Germans now 
appeared to relent, and oeing commanded by their 
officers to fheath their weapons, they obeyed, and 
the tumult fubfided. T he public declaration o f the 
death o f  Ca:far was undoubtedly tlic means o f prr- 

4 X  ferving
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C 'h ie rc a t  
» o x io u 0 y  fb» 
l ic i to u s  Tor 
t h e  fa fe ty  o f  
MinMciaoiu.

fcrving the people in the theatre, as well as many 
others who might have fallen into the power o f  the 
Celtic le g io n ; for while the German toldiers, who 
formed that Corps, entertained an idea that Caius 
was ftill living, lb great was their affeftion for him, 
that, in revenge for the conl'piracy raifed againd 
him, they would have exerciied an indii'criminaie 
barbarity up^n the people, regardlcfs o f thcTnife- 
rieg which nccefTarily muft have refulted trt the 
c^ n io n w calth  in the ettefts o f  their ^ioleiit and 

xtnigovernable rage. Upon confirmatiorf o f the news 
o f  Cffifar’s deat^ they confidercd that no motive 
remained for giving additional proofs o f  their at
tachment, which iheir hiallcrs were no longer in a 
condition Co rew ird, and that there was great rea- 
Ipn to apprehend they might be fubjcaed  to pu- 
nifhment if  it ihould prove their future fortune to 
be under the government o f the fcnate.

in  the mean time, Chsereas was ex
ceedingly diflrefled leil Minucianus 
fliould not efcape the general danger: 
he therefore applied refpeftively to iuch 
o f  the foldiers as he imagined he might 

. fafely confide in, earneftly intreating that, if  they 
Ihould meet with Minucianus, they would be parti
cularly attentive to provide for his fafety, and be
have to him with every poffible inftance o f  kindnefs 
and re fp c8 j and in confequence hereof Chsereas 
and Clemens were conduced to their refpc6lable 
friend, who, addrefling him felf to Charreas, libe
rally complimented him on the fuccefs o f  his en 
deavours to prefcrve the liberties o f  his country; 
faying that, in the name o f the commonwealth, ne 
would take upon himfelf to congratulate him on the 
addrefs he had proved him felf to be mafter o f  in 
framing the plan o f  the revolution, and the lingu
lar bravery he had difplayed in carrying it into exe

cution. “ ■ How tyrannically Ibever rulers 
ffaid Minucianus) m avexuUjin the fliort- 
lived pride o f lawlcfs dominion, they^muft 

be the objefts o f dcteftation to the virtuous part o f 
the world, and their triumphs mull ai length termi
nate in a miferable ami Ihameful end, which ineyi- 
tab4y awaits them.” The f>blcrvations o f  Minucia- 
mw were exemplified in the cafe o f  Ca?farj for, b y  a 
continual violation o f  the Icgiflative eliablifhmcnt, 
and the infupportablc opprellion to which he J»b- 
jc fted  the very peo >le who were molt iirmly at
tached to his interefls, he laid the foundation for 
the cotifplracy; thus was he the inl+rdmcnt o f his 
own ru in ; for the repeated injuries and infults which 
he heaped- upon his,bell friends, ijilbirtd them with 
the m(m inveterate eiimity, tô  vhTch he, at length, 

defcrvedly fell a facrifice. A  phyiician, 
hamed A rcyon, was font for, in order to 
adminiltrr ri'lief to fome perfons in the 
theatre who had been wounded > and the 
guards being retired, he leized the fa

vourable opportunity o f providing for the fafety o f 
his friends, by tending them away, under the pre
text o f  employing tneni to bring him remeaies. 
T he fudden retreat oi ihc phylician’s friends occa-

O b r r r v s d o n  
• f  M in o c ia -  
■u> r e r i i i e d .

A rty o m , th e  
ptiyrKiiii, 
p ro v id r t  to r  
t i l t  o f  
hM tr ic u d s .

T h t  f e m te  
m e e t ,  m il  
w i th  m o d c r i -  
t io i i.

T l i j y  p i f s  a 
d f c r t e  to  c o n 
d e m n  th e  m e 
m o ry  o f  C a i i -  
gula, a n d  l ii f -  
m i f i  th e  fo l-  
d ie r s  an d  p e o -  
|. le .

C o n e d  the utmoft confufion amoneft the multitude, 
for mey quitted their feats, and with th,e utmoft 
anxiety endeavoured to get out o f  the building 
where they had l)cen fo long confined under the 
moft terrible apprehenfions.

lu  the interim, the fcnate aUemblcd m 
the palace, whither the popiHace prefently 
rcforted in ^rcaT'miiltitudesj and vcbc- 
m cniiy demanded public juftice upon flie 
nnii^CTers o f Caius. T h e fe^iate deemed it not 
prudent openly to oppofe the defirts o f  the peo
ple, led tlicy fiiould be provoked to Hill greater 
extravagances o f outrage. During the general tu
mult, a man o f confular dignity, named Valerius 
Aliaticus, went among the people, and upon be
ing alked if the murderers had been difcovered, and 
who were the parties concerned in thfc deed, he 
replied, “  W ou d it had been m y fortune to have 
deprived the tyrant o f life!”

The (enate having pjlTed a decree in 
condemnation o f  the memory oi Caius, 
they proceeded to ifl'ue an order for the 
folaicrs peaceably to repair to their quar
ters, ana the citizens to their re-p^aive 
habitations; promifing the foldiers confi- 
derable gratuities, and the reft o f  the 

..people a diminution o f  the taxes impofed upon 
them, on condition o f  their not tranfgrefling the li
mits o f regularity and difcretion. Thus \»as a happy 
termination put to a popular and violent clamour, 
which, but for fo feaionable a check, would proba
bly have increafed to a fatal degree, and have 
given rife to rapine, facrilegious violences, and 
other enormous crimes. The whole number of 
thofe perfons who compofed the fenate being now 
allcmbled, they proceeded to deliberate on the ex
pediency o f re-eftablifhing themfelves in their an
cient authority.

C H A P .  II.

The determine to ejiallijh a monanhical Form
o f Governmenl, and declare C L A U D iV S  the Sv.c~ 
cejjor o f his deceafed Nephew C A IU S. S A T U R -  
N J ^ S  ofpojci them, and pr.eferi a “Commonwealth. 
Condu£l o f CHj£ R £ A S  herein. Particulars re- 

JpeBing the Death and Character CAIUS. 
G R A T U S difcovers C LA U D IU S, who is advanced 
to the Sovereignty, l l u  Senate and People dija- 
gree rtJpeBing the Government. Admdtutory Letter 
from  the Senate to CLAU D IU S.

#

W H I L E  the fenate were engaged in t*** '“''•'‘ i’ 
deliberations on the ftate o f pub- JrchT/ani" 

lie aR'airs, the body o f foldiers a flem- ni-mioale 

bled, and proceeded to debate on the t'l “  
quefUon, “  Whether the eftablifhmcnt 
o f a popular or an imperial government would be 
molt eligible?” T he purport o f  their reiblutions

vas>
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■wars, that a commonwealth would not be able to 
provide for the ^public origencies, and that on 
other acc'ounts an eftablifhment o f  that nature 
would not prove beneficial to the people; and fur
ther, that as they had been entertained as the com
panions rather than as the fervants o f  Caius, it 
mud necefTarily greatly diminifh their confeawence 
to fubmit to a ftate o f  dependence upon fuch a 
numijer o f  perfons as would have authority over 
them, i f  the adminiflration were to be lodged in 
the hands o f the fenate. Therefore, they deter
mined to ele6l Claudius, the uncle o f  the deceafed 
Caius, to the fovereign command, judging that his 
didinguifhed birth, and many eminent qualities, 
pave nim a fuperior claim to that dignity. T h ey  
immediately fetched Claudius from his lioufe, and 
proclaimed him emperor, expefting that he would 
liberally reward them for being the authors o f  his 
exaltation. The proceedings o f  the foldiery were 
foon conveyed to Anacu% Sentius Saturninus, in 
the fenate-houfe, and he, finding affairs arrived to 
fuch an extrem ity, that every hour muft neceffa- 
rily produce additional trouBles, rofe and deliver
ed himfelf with a boldnefs and freedom o f fenti- 
ment that refletled great honour upon himfelf, and 
proved worthy o f the particular attention o f  his 
patriotic auditory. ^

The ^ d refs  o f Saturninus proved highly to the 
fatisfattion o f  the whole affem nly; but t ie  fpeaker’s 
attention being wholly confined to the fu b jea  o f  his 
dilcourfe, he did not recolletl that he wore a ring 
on his finger, the ftone o f which bore a reprefenta- 
tion o f the head o f C a iu s th is  ring being obferved 
by Trcbcllius Maximus, he fuddenly rofe, and took 
it from the finger o f Saturninus, and it was inftantly 
broken in pieces.
Ti.ew.tdi- As night was now approaching, 
wordLiBiR- Chacreas went to the confuls for the watch- 
TTf g iv en  b y  word, and the word they gave was Libei ty. 
t econ m. pcoplc wcrc cxceecfingly rejoiced at
hearing this word, which they underuood to be an 
indication that the ancient authority would be re- 
Itored. Before the Caliirs ufurped the fwvereign 
authority, it was an invariable rule for jhc confuls to 
give orders to the foldiers; and the giving liberty as 
the watch-word was the firft authority which the fe
nate exercifed after "being depnjfed. Chaereas deli
vered the word to the four companies o f troops who 
had declared themfelves firmly attached to the caufe 
o f the fenate. Soon after they had received the 
watch-word, the foldiers departed, and prel'ently 
afterwards the mtiltitnde difperfed, rejoicing in the 
happy profpeft o f  the commonwealth being rellored 
to its original Hate o f  (plendor and happinefs, and 
unanimoufly applaifding Cha;rcas as the deliverer 
o f  his country.

Chscreas apprehending that there would 
ftill be danger as long as the widow and 
daughter o f  Caius were permitted to fur- 
vivc, difpatched Julius Lupus, who was 
one o f  the tribunes, with an order to put 
them both to death ; he employed this 
p erb ii in the buliucfs) partly on account

C h a r e  >1 o r .  
d e t i  th e  w i .  
d a w  a n d  
i i u g h t e r  i f  
C a iu i  to  be 
p u t  to  d e a th )  
fo i w h ic h  a A  
h e  u  b l u w d .

o f  his being a kinfman to Clem ens, and partly t>n 
the confideration that as he had taken a very adive 
part in the confpiracy he might derive his Ihan- .>f 
honour by the aBual p>erf()rmance o f  fome exploit 
for the public fecurity. Several o f  the confede
rates, however, judging that Cefonia had not llimu- 
lated her hufband<o enllave the people, or exercife 
cruelty upon the many illuftriotis Romans who had 
fallen viftims to the brutal vengeance o f Caius, cen- 
fured Charreas for advifing the dellruQion o f the 
widow, wh«m they conceived to be by no means 
chargeable with the crimcs o f her late hufband. O n 
the other hand, it was urged, that, with a view to the 
gratification o f  her amorous defires, Cefonia had 
adminiftered to Caius a firovocative preparation, 
which had operated fo powerfully as to affe-d his in- 
tellefts, and precipitate him to the perpetration (rf 
the moft fhocking barbarities; and that the woman 
muft therefore be confidered a\ the primary fource 
o f  the common calamities. T he party who efpoufed 
the latter opinion prevailed, and therefore Julius 
Lupus hafted away, in order to execute his coin- 
miuion. Upon his arrival at the palace, he per
ceived Cefonia bitterly lamenting her unhappy fate, 
as fhe lay with her infant daughter extended on the 
floor, by the corpfe o f her hufband, which, in a 
bloody and mangled condition, lay expofed, without 
any or thofe decencies which it is ufual to provide 
for the dead. Cefonia was heard to utter 
only exclamations againft Caius, for hav
ing refufed to adopt the meafures fhe had 
repeatedly recommended, which would 
have fecured him from fo tragical a cataf- 
trophe. The precife meaning o f thefe expreffions 
ftill remains a matter o f  uncertainty. It was bo- 

that the counfel fhe referreil to 
lis to(> rigorous government, left, 

by the continued exercife o f  barbarity’and opprcl- 
fion, his fubjetts fliould be fo enraged as to unite in 
eff'c8ing his deftrutlioii. The conftruftion which 
others put on her words was, that having received 
fomc intimation o f a confpiracy, fhe iiad advifcd 
him to caufe every individual, o f whofe loyalty 
there was the Icall reafijn to emcrtain a fufpicion, t(» 
be inftantly put to death. .Cefonia rtcuelted Lupu< 
to approach, and view the mangled and bloody 
corple o f C aius; and after giving vent to the rnoll 
violent emotions o f grief, me caft her eyes upoii 
Lupus, from whole countenance fhe conceived a 
fufpicion o f the purpofe that had brought him to the 
palace, and this was fully explained by what he 
afterwards faid to her. After employing shed;e»wi-h 
a fhort time in bewailing her miferable «n)«n * torn, 
fate, with a fingular fortitude and refblu- 
tion, fhe prefented her bare throat to Lupus, urging 
him immediately to conclude the fatal tragedy which 
his aflociates had begun. Having put Cefiinia and 
her infant daughter death, Lupus immediately 
difpatched intelligence o f  his exploit fo Charreas.

Caius expired in the fourth year o f his c«* *abie 
reign. Even when a private peri’on he was c i .« . er of 
brutal and malicious in the highefl de- 
g rcc; his appetite was depraved; he patronized in-

forraeri;

CeConix a f-
c r ib « i  th e  tM * 
g ica l end  
C a h i i  fo  h i t  
r e j « ^ i n |  k t r  
a d v ic e .

lieved by one party 
was, to moderate
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farm ers; was o f a cowardly difpofition, and cunTc- 
quciilly CMicl. He. was fund o f power; but, as it 
enabled him to behave cruelly to thole who had not 
oU'etKlcd, and to commit murder and rapine as the 
jirdiide to jcizin g an iheir effc6ls, he courtcd the 
flaiteries of the vu lgar; and was fo wild and extra 
vagant in his ambition, as not to be fatisHcd without 
the erettion o f temples and ahars to his honour. 
T h e  rcftraintR o f law and morality wort equally dila- 
preeal)le to him ; and he had no mercy on his mod 
intimate friends, when infpircd by a prii'cinle o f re
venge. PoflefTing no virtue o f  his own, lie was a 
foe to virtuous men, and was remarkably impatient 
o f contradittiou. He was guilty o f laying with 
his own fifter, which jifocurcd him the utnioft ha
ired o f the people; for inceft was deemed a crime 
of fo black a dye, that it was fcarcelv thoujjht pofTi- 
blc that il fliould be committed: in fatt, this atroci
ous oHenre had nqt bcv'̂ n even heard o f for fevc- 
ral ages. Jt is not in my power to aflisrt that he 
ever did, or even attempted, any work o f  true dig
nity and magniljcence, tending to the credit o f the 
fiiipire and the general welfare o f  fociciy, except 
his erefcling harbours and ftore-houfes nearRhcgium , 
and in the.^kinity o f  Sicily, for the convenience o f 
the fhips ^ i c h  arrived from yEgypt with corn. 
'J his was, uniiueftionably, a work of great public 
life and ntiolument; but even this he aid not pur- 
fue till it was completed, but left il unfinifhed, 
partly through the idlenefs and inattention o f his 
agienls and artifls, and partly through the fickleneis 
o f his own difpofition; for his ideas were perpetu
ally  cn g a p d  on idle fchemes, and he chole rather 
to exhaull his trcalure on his perfonal gratifications 
tjian on works o f great and public utility; yet he 
was a mofl excellent orator, and a proficient in 
He hu fome Greek and Latin. He poHeflcd great 
gooj pcrfotui p relcn ceo f mind, and was well fkillcd in 
,u. mot.oni. extempiu'c declamation on all fubjcRs. 
His addrefs tended at once to convince the judgment 
and conciliate the affettions o f his hearers, in de
bates o f the utmoft importance; a .happinefs in him 
that was partly naturai, partly acquired. Being 
educated under his father Germanicus, and his un
cle Tiberius, who preced,cd him, he emuJated thefe 
illuftrious pcrfons, who were ditiinguifhed by this 
kind o f  excellence, and was anxious, in this parti
cular at leaft, to preferve the dignity o f his birth 
and education. But to what purpofie is il for a man 
to poflrfs a liberal and virtuous cdur^tion, if, the 
moment he is at his own difpofal, he pei*verts its ad
vantages to nurptifes diametrically oppcfite to what 
was intended? It is extremely difficult for men, 
who have full power to do what they pleafe, to 
ati as they ought, from the mere impulfe o f  moral 
reditude. When Caius firtt took poUclIion o f  his 
government, he lelcfted for his minilters a number 
o f  perfbns diitinguifhed by their virtue and capa
city, by which he greatly conciliated the affrtiion o f 
the people; but as his mind became by degrees 
depraved, he difmiflird hit ancicnt fervanu in a dif- 
graccful matmcr; and, M. lengtli, by the tyranny o f

p r 0v a t l t n |  a* 
jn o n g  th e  Sol
d ie ry  a n d  peo
p le .

hiscondu€i, urged his fublefts to fuch afts o f  4 cf- 
peration as ended in the lofs o f his life.

Claudius, as hath been previouTly ob- sketch of ih« 
fcrved* being informed o f the death o f charadtw «mi 
Caius, and the confufion that reigned 
through the court in confequence o f that 
event, retired to confult his own fafety; though, in 
fact, he was in no danger, other than that an infuU 
might be offered to hi>̂  rank ; for he had been always 
inclined to a life o f retirement. His condutl was 
modeft and temperate; he was a lover o f learning, 
particularly.G reek iitcraiurc, and an enemy to all 
the noife and hurry o f life.

At ihi.s time, the populace were half 
diflraQcd; the pulacc was crouded with 
foldiers, %dio ran, from place to place, in 
the utmoft confufion; and the common 
people hurried about without regard to the 
authority o f  government. During this tymult, the 
guards, who were men o f  the fir:l charafter among 
the foldiers, began to confider o f  the mofl proper 
m o d e .o f proceeding; not that they regretted ihc 
death o f the prince, wno they thought had been pu- 
niflied according to his dumeriis, but they con
ceived it would l)e prudent to adjuft their own af
fairs; the enmity o f the Gennans, likewifi?, againft 
the murderers, was lefs impelled by their wiflies for 
the public weal than a regard to their private inte- 
reft. A ll thefe circunmances combined, tended 
only to, increafe the apprehenfion o f  Claudius, 
which was not IcfFened by the fight o f  the head# 
o f  Afprenas and his aflbciates, which were carried 
about in triumph.

Claudius had now retreated to a place where it 
was not poflible to get but by fome dark flairs, and 
there he flood concealed. In the interim, Gratus, 
one o f  the emperor’s guards, faw a per Ion in a cor
ner, who feemed to willi to conceal himfelf, and not 
Jcnowiiig him, advanced, though the other begged 
him* to retire. H aving drawn him from Gr»tui h.vmg 
his retreat, and recognizing him, he call- 
ed out to thofe near the foot, that he had 
found Claudius, the moll proper man 
to fill the «'acant throne. Claudius, ap- 
prehenfive that he fhould be put to death on ac
count o f  Caius, earneflly intreatcd their forbear
ance, and protefled his innocv.nce o f  the whole af
fair. Hereupon, Gratus, with a fniiling countc- 
nance, took his right hand, and bid him not to be 
apprehenCye for nis fafety; but rather think o f  
taking poflefTion o f  the empire, “  O f  which," feid 
he, “  the gods have deprived Caius, and now oflTcr 
to Claudiui by the hands o f Gratus; that the peo-

Ele who have been fo long cruelly oppreffcd may 
e relieved from their burciens, and the public wel

fare maintained : wherefore, Sir, in the iuim< of 
Heaven, refume your courage, and take poffefTion 
o f  the throne o f  your anccltors.” Tliis being faid, 
Claudius was elevated on tiie fhouldcrs o f  the po
pulace, his jo y  and fear having rendered him inc4- 
pabJc o f  iuppcjrting himfvlf.

W hile

d ifc o v c r id  
C l iu d i u i ,  p u t i  
h im  in  p o ffe f- 
l io n  o f  th e  e m 
p ire .
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N X
W hile thcfe things were tranfa^ling, 

guards aflemblea in ftill greater num-
*  ̂ bers round Gratiis, and began to mvirmur 

among theml'elvcs, faying how tinreafon- 
able an affair it was that the inoHenfive Claudius, 
who liad lived To quiet and retired a life, fhould 
be thus d eilroyed ; for they conceived that he was 
now on the point o f  being hurried away to exe- 
cu tiy i. Some o f them were for appealing to the 
conmls, and as the foldiers croiidea ftiU more toge
ther, thoie o f  the people who had no arms difperled 
to feek dieir own I'afety. T he progrefs o f  Claudius 
was now Itopiicd; for he was unable to walk, and 
thofe who had carried him had retired, on the for
mer mifapprehenfion, fearing that they might be 
partakers o f  his fate.

T h e troops being now in poflTcfTioii o f  the palace, 
their numbers increafing every moment, and no one 
to oppofe their proceedings, they began to confider 
how they ftunild fettle thi% affairs or the common
wealth. 1 he foldiers rejoiced to (ee Claudius among 
them, and joined in one opinion that he fhould be 
advanced to the empire ; partly in refpeft to his bro
ther Germanicus, for whote n>etTiory e v e r y  one en
tertained the kindeft regard, and partly to prevent 
the ambitious projects o f  any o f the fenators, who 
having heretoft>re caufed great commotions in the* 
Rate, might probably do the fame again, if  it fhould 
They iTjeft a be in their power. T h ey  now deemed 

the republican form o f government to be 
irrecoverably lo lt ; and thought, if  it was 
neceffary that an emperor fhould be 
chofen, it might not be improper for 

them to have the credit o f  advancing whoever fhould 
be promoted to that dignity. Reafoning in this man
ner, they prefumcd it would be good policy to fix on 
Claudius for the man, and thus take to themfelves 
the whole merit o f the obligation. The troops in 
p n e ra l were fo perfeftly convinced* o f the reafona- 
blenefs o f this mode o f  arguing, that, after a fliort 
confultation on the bufinefs, they joined in an uni- 
nimous refolution; and fome o f them taking Clau
dius on their fl)oulders, carried him to the»camp, 
the whole body o f  the foldiers followiij^;, there to 
complete the bufinefs they had fo fuccefsfully begun.

During thefe proceedings, a difference arole be
tween the fenate and *the people at large; the for
mer being for the eftablilhment o f  the common
wealth in its ancient fplendor, and defending their 
authority from the ufurpations o f  tyranny: on the 
conirar}", the Isiter. envying the power aimed at by ^ 
the fenate, wilhed for a regal reftraint on the pro- 
leedin^s o f  its members, and that they might be fe- 
cured from their opprefTions by an appeal to a high
er power. T h e  people -at lai^e, therefore, were 
tranfponed at the elevation o f  Claudius, prefuming 
that, under his government, they fhould be pre- 
ferved from the calamities o f  civil war,‘ and all that 
fonfequent diffrefs in which the wars o f Cacfar and 
i'umpey had involved them,
t'iutionary 'I’he circumffance o f  the foldiers having 
•■tvic. ot (i>e carried Claudius in this maimer to the

tliul.

rep u b lica i. f o -  
v e rn n e i tc ,  « n d  
ip fA in t  C l> u -  
d iu t  to  th e  
fuccsfiion .

( tn t te  to  h i tn .

No. 19,
army, was no fooner made known to the

H e  i(  c i^ h o n *  
ed to
th e  fo T « rW |*  
p<»wer f ro a i  
th e  h im U  a t  
Iht fituaton.

fenate, than they fent fome particular i>erfoni o f  
their own body, who were inllrufcled to t-autioix 
Claudius “  not to endeavour to aOume the govern
ment by force, but rather to aft as one o f the fe- 
nators, leaving the care o f public concerns to thut 
bodj', who were legally qualified to direct the pub
lic adminillration of affairs." T h ey  were likewilc 
to reprefent, “  W ith what a degree o f  tyranny for
mer muffers, anionp; wham w*s Caius, had treated 
the people; and of the danger Claudius himfelf had 
been in fr#»m the tyrant; and to hint how ill it 
would become him to praftife tyranny who had con
demned it in anodier; but that if he would own 
the authority o f  the fcnat^. and re-affume his for-, 
mer principles and prafciice, he would obtain the 
highelt appiaufe from a free and powerful people, 
and obtain the character o f  a wife and' good man, 
contented wjth the ordinations o f  law and Provi
dence. On the contrary, if  he perfiflcd in his de- 
fign, after the judgment that haa been iiiflifted on 
Caius, they fhould undouiitedly oppofe him, for 
which purpofe they were well provided with arms, 
troops, and every other rerpifite : but that their 
chief dependence was in tlie afliflance o f  Hea
ven, in behalf o f fo juft and equitable a Caufe a« 
the defence o f  the public liberties.”

The principal commifTioners deputed 
to attend Claudius on this occafion were,
Veranius and Bronchus, who, having de* 
livered their mefl'agc, threw themfelve* 
at his feet, and earneftly intreated him 
not to take any flep that might rifk the involving 
the public in the calamities o f  a civil war: but the 
commiflioners obfiirving that Claudius was fo fur- 
tounded with perfohs belonging to the army, that 
the power o f  the confuls was greatly inferior to 
that o f  the troops, they fimpiy reouefted o f  him, 
that “  I f  he was determined to aftiime the fove- 
rrignty, he would decline taking it by violence, but 
accept it from the fenate; fince it would by no 
means appear fo creditable to fcize it from the peo
ple by force, as to receive it as a proof o f  their 
efteem.”

 ̂ * » 

A ' ^ c H A P .  III.

A a u i n I G R I P P A ,  that C A W S  was 
not dead. C L A U D IU S  takes his Seat in the A f-  

Jembly. AG R I P  P A  deputed to dejire C L A U D I
US to refign hii* Clatnn. The Reply of CL/IU^ 
DIU S. speech o f C H O R E A S  aj;arvjl C L A U . 
D m .  An AJfault on QUINTU S P O M P E m ,  
tvho is proteded ly C LA U D IU S. Several o f the 
Senators ztfounded. The Advice o f A G R IP P A  to 
CLAU D IU S. C U M h E A S , LUPU S, and cthtrs, 
put to Death. S A B IN U S  pardoned hy C L A U D U  
U S; but he afterwards fa lls on his own Sword.

C^ L A U D I U S  being p erfeaiy  well acquainted 
with the pride o f  the people who now made 
 ̂ y  iheir
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their folicitalinns to Viim, anTwcred tlie cftmmiffion- 
crs in as polite a manner as he could do confift- 
«nt with the laVs o f  prudence. But the temptation 
o f power was great; he was gtiidcd fey the counlbl 
o f  A grippa; the foldiers too were iniportnnatc in 
their advice, and promifed to fupport him in the
Claudiuii a i f e r t i o n  o f  h is  p r e t e n f i o n s ;  w h e r e f o r e ,  
fttishUci.im h e  w a s  p r e v a i l e d  u p o n  t o  a f f e r t  t h e  r ip h t  
*' •’A ' h e  h a d  t o  t h e  d i g n i t y  t h u s  f r e e l y  c o n f e r -  

rc<l<)T» h i m .

Agrippa having difpofed o f  the dead<^^ody o f  his 
friend Caius in a decent manner, and adjuUed «f- 
luir.s as well as the prefent confulion would admit, 
he immediately went a^nong the guards, to whom 
lie reported that Caius was not abfolutely dead, 
ihougn very  dangerimdy ill o f his wounds, and 
that he was going to prociire the aflfiUance o f 
phyficians: but being in orniod that Claudius had 
i)cen borne away by the Ibldicrs, Agrippa imme- 
fliately hurried after him ihrough the crowd, and 
at length, with much dilficulty, found him; but 
terrified in fuch a high degree, that he was on the 
point o f  furrendering to the fenate; but Agrippa 
lultantly mentioned (bme circumllances to him, 
that a>nfirmed him in his former refolution of 
maintaining the {Ration he had acquired; and hav
ing thus done, he dqiartcd.
AgrippjokM .N ot long afterwards, Agrippa was in- 

vited to affume his place in the fenate, 
fciutc. whither he went, drefled in the gayeft 
and moft elegant flyle, and as if  totally ignorant o f 
all that had happened. He had no Iboner taken his 
feat, than be demanded o f the fenators how Clau
dius had difpofed o f hinilelf: on which they re
lated all the fafts as they had happened, and then 
afked him what he thought o f the prelent polition 
o f  public affairs ? T o  this he faid, “  'I’here is 
nothing I poffefs in this world which I hold fb dear, 
but 1 would readily part with it to promote the 
dignity of the fenate; but I fhouTd be happy to 
hear fomething propofed, tending to promote the 
folid  advantage o f the commonwealth, rather than 
to  lillrn to idle talcs, which are calculated only to 
eatch the attention o f  the vulgar ; for it is a ferious 
truth, that without an adequate provifion o f arms, 
men, and money, as a foundation ov. which to pro
ceed, tlicre is very little fucj^efs n  '*‘5: hoped for 
in a contell for dominion a^*-a^*}r.)Vity.’’ In an- 
fwer hereto, the fenate faid, that, with regard to 
thofe effential articles, they were mod ampiy pro
vided; that as to troops, they had a fufficient num
ber of flaves, who would be v?ry happy t® be en
gaged on the conditioiwof receiving their freedom.

o f  be (faid A grippa); and
Ajripp* m With iubmifTion to your fuperior wif.- 

 ̂ "  expeClations may not
fail o f fucccl'sj but give me leave to 

make one obfervation. Y ou are not unacquainted 
that the troops with which Claudius is provided arc 
all veterans, well experienced and difciplined ; 
vhereas, on the contrary, we have none but a raw 
and uiulii'ciplincd rabble o f wrctchcd crcaturcs, who

fcarce ever beheld a naked fword, to engage 
fb many men o f approved valdur; wherefcro, iin- 
der correaion o f ytmr better judgments, I himibly 
propofe that fome perfons may be commifTioned to 
wait on Claudnis, to endeavour to prevail on him 
to refign his claim; and if  any difficulty arifes with 
regard to the perfons to be deputed, I am willing to 
make one on this bufiners.”

This propofition ap]K-ared fo reafon- He ii'depmei 
able to the fenate, th.it they immediateiy «•> jefircci»u- 
depiited Agrippa. and fome other perfons, 
to tranfaA this aftair. Agrippa, however, ' 
contrived previoufly to have a private meeting with 
Claudius, whom he informed o f the uneafy flate o f 
mind in which the fenate was, and difciated to him 
what anfwer he fliould make to the deputies, which 
was thoughfbecom ing the dignity o f a prince. In 
coufenuence hereof, when the commiffioners attend
ed, Claudius addrefled them as follows : “  I am not 
furprifed that the gorernment being ciaudiu.*i.d. 
lodged in a fingle per (on is fb difagree- 
able to the fenate, whfn I rcflett how much diftrefs 
the tyrainiy o f  fome late princes hath caufed them : 
but for myfelf, 1 have not an idea o f any greater fa- 
tisfafifion than what will arife from the impartial ad- 
miniftration of ju flice, which will fecurethe liberties 
i«ind pofleffions o f my fubjeQs : for it i;; my intention, 
though ruling under the name o f a prince, to go
vern by the general confent and kdvice o f my peo-

Fle. W ith regard to my finccrityin what I now fay, 
wifli only to refer the fenate to thofe proofs o f  up- 

rightnels and moderation which I have already 
given in times o f  great diftrefs and difficulty.” H av
ing thus faid, he difiniffed the commin!ion- adminif- 
ers; and, after they were gone, made A te r«  i n  o i t h o t  

fpeech to his foldiers, to whom he admi- » il'e
niflercd an oath o f  fidelity, andprefcnted 
each private man with fvve hundred drachmas, gra
tifying the officers with proportionable fums, and 
proinifing th'at the foldiers who were not prefent 
mould be in like manner rewarded.

Hereupon the fenators fummoned a A  c o u n c il  o f  

meetirrg o f  their body, who afl'embled in f'wtor* fum- 
the tem pleof Jupiter Capitolinus, on the ‘ 
following morning before day-break. Some o f them, 
apprehenfive o f  ill confequences, were afraid to be 
prefent, and therefore concealed thenifelves in the 
city ; while othersw entoutof town privately, rather 
chafing to fubmit to flavery, and tnereby preferve 
themfelves from perfonal injury, than to run the rifk 
o flo fin g  all their prefent pofielfions, by a fruitlef'* 
c.onteft for what they (teemed to be already lo f l; fo 
that, on the whole, not more than a hunared fena
tors were prefent.

During the height o f their debate on the 
important bufinels in hand, a number o f 
foldiers came to the door, and called out 
to the fenators, defiring that they would 
appoint fome finglc pcrfon to govern 
them, fmce it was evident that nothuig but confufion 
arofe from a multiplicity o f governors : but they left 
to the fenate the choitc o f a proper pcrfon. Thu

propofal

T h e  f o ld ie r i  
m j u i r e  th e  
f r im te  to  if- 
p u iii t  a n  CD- 
p e r e r ,
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jofal appeared to be a fnarc, from which they 
Jiow  to extricate thcmfclves ; for they con

ceited  that they had every thing miw Jo apprehend 
froAi Claudius, inftead o f tlie lioerty they had pro- 
inifed themfeives; though there were among the fe- 
nators Icveral men, \vho, from the dignity o f  their 
fainilies, and their affinity to Caefar, might reaibn- 
s™eoffhe claimed the imperal honour.

Am ong thefe was Marcus Minutianus, a 
pcrfon o f  thefirU rank, who by marriage 

 ̂tnuy. allied to the Ca;faTs, haying wedded
Julia, the filler o f Caius. This man oHered to fuc- 
ceedto thedignity ; but the confuls artfully declined 
the confklcration o f his pretcnfions. V alerim A fia- 
ticus would willingly have put in his claim, but he 
was prevented by the remonltrances o f  another M i
nutianus, who had been one ot the confpirators 
againll C a iu s ; for affairs were now’ in fuch a  fitua- 
tion, that any competition with (.'laudius would have

Eroduced a ftene o f  horrcw and devallation not to 
c defcribed; lincc his adherents were provided 

with great numbers o f  gladjjitors, and all kinds o f 
military perfons, befides a large body o f  watermen, 
and other people o f  inferior tlafs, who had been pio- 
cnred to attend, in cafe their affiOance fliouKl be 
wanted. Several o f  the fenators, who intended to 
have been candidates, were prevented from making 
their appearance, on account o f this dangerous con- 
fufion, as they apprehended that fatal conletjuences 
might arife, both to themfeives and the pulbhc.
The ri.Hier» Daj'^-light began now to approach, when 
(liiipreiting Ch'dcreas, wirh a confiderable number o f 
lor an enipcr- p^oplc, arHvcd, and making a fignal lo 

'the  Ibldiers to keep nience, intimated that 
iiirtprcchiui hc had fomething to fay, and wifhed to be 
lormt. h eard: but the anfwer was, that an em
peror ought to be immediately made choice of, with
out lofs o f tim e; and they prevented his fpcakingby 
their vociferations. It was now evident to the fenate, 
that this was not a proper time to think o f  adjufhng 
the govermuent, when their authority was defpifed 
by the military, awd the reverence due to their dif- 
tinguiflied rank m adea jeft o f by the lowefl aftd mott 
abandoned o f the people. T he confpi/ators being 
informed o f  thefe fentiments, grew perfefilly outrage- 
)u*; on which Chacr^jas, with an air o f  the utmoft 

contempt, faid to'them, that “  I f  they would not be 
larisftcd without an emperor, he would produce one 
for their fervice, if'th ey  would but procure him an 
order from Eutychus, as a juflification o f  his con- 
du£l.” It is worthy o f  remark, that this Eutychus 
was a charioteer to Caius, a man o f  mott abanooned 
charatler, who had ferved his matter in the vilett 
I I«  i n v e l j h i  ottices. T o  this taunting fpeech o f Chae- 
»{jiniici»j. reas hc added many other bitter invec- 

tive.s, declaring tnat he would foonerpro- 
ducc to them the head o f Claudius, than acknow
ledge’ him as an em peror; adding, “  Has not a mad
man fuflicicntly punifhed us,, but a fool mutt be our 
next choice ?” Kut his remarks and refledUons were 
J'qvially loft on the public : the foldiers, without rc- 
garduig whai he faid, iullantly drew their fwords.

took their colours, and proceeded to find Claudius, 
in order to fwear allegiance to him, as others had 
heretofore done.

The fenate was now abandoned by thofc xhe roMitn 
very people that fhould have been itsde- withdr»w 

fenders; the coniuls were neacjy reduced f""" f®*
to the degree o f private men, and the peo- “ ‘®' ‘ 
pie in general almott dittradled with grief and con- 
Iternaiion, on the refleftion how unhappy their fate 
mutt be, after the infults that had been offered to 
C laudius: »very man, however, feetned to lay the 
blame o f thefe misfortunes on others, in the wifh to 
extenuate his own conduit. During the 
violence o f  this confufioii,^Sabinus, one iei»4 
o f  the confederates, made hi* appearance, ciiud«ui. 
and folemnly protetted that hc would ftab ever)’ n»an 
he met, fooner than acknowledge the authority o f 
Claudius; and, by feeing him in poffeffion of̂  the 
empire, cqnfcfs his own abjett I'tibmiffion to flavery. 
'i hen turning to C h areas.'h e faid, “  How will you 
juttify your c o n d u t lW i l i  you, who were one o f  
the firft affertons o f  the general liberty againfl Caius, 
rcccde from your magnanimoiis rcfoliition, in fear o f  
death ; as j1 a brave man could be hapijy who is not 
likewife free r  T o  this Cha^reas replied, “  N o: I am 
determined that my libeity and life fhnll end toge
ther; but, at pref'cnt, I fhould be happy to know the 
fentiments o f Claudius.”

During this confufcd ftate o f public 
affairs, great crouds of people from all peiui, a coo- 
parts hurried to the camp, to pay their 
compliments to Claudius^ and among erVb«t*iril 
thefe came Quintus Pompeuis, one o f  the 
conluls, who had acquired the particular 
cm n ityof the army, beraule he fiad animated the fe
nate to the fupport o f  their liberties. C)ii his corn
ing forward to pay his refpetls, the foldiers drew 
their fwords to attack him, and he mutt have fallen s 
facritice to their rage, but that Claudius placcd him 
by his fide, and thus prote£led him. Some other firr- 
nators, who came with Pompeiu.s, were more roughly 
treated; feveral o f them who advanced to falutc 
Claudius, were kept back by blow s; all o f them 
were in great danger o f their live.s, and among them 
Aponius went away wounded. King A grip p i now 
fpoke in their behalf- to Claudiu.s, w'ho, Ajrippi ,dvi. 
on his requefl, treated the fenators and (u moa»rati-* 
men o f rank in a compfaifiint and friendly wtowuduhe 
manner; Agrippa obferving that, when *“*“ ''*• 
thofe fubjetts were lott, hc would have no others 
but what he would bliifh to ackriowledge. In purfu- 
ance o f  his advice, Claudius direBed them to meet 
him at the palace, to which he was conveyed through 
the town in a litter, the way being cleared by a party 
o f foldiers.

Now Pollio, lately made captain o f  the C l iu d iu t  

guards to Claudius, had iflued orders that d * m n iC h « r e -  

noiie o f the confederates fhould appear in  ̂
p u b lic; but Chaereas and Sabinus, two o f  the mott dif- 
tinguifhed o f  them, prefumed to violate this order; in 
confequence o f which, as foon as Claudius was ar
rived at his palacc, anil his friend* aiTciublcd round

him.



perfons from bis army; whicK being done, V'*' 
he piiblin iedanedia conhrming Agrippa 
in the poflellion of the kingdom vh ith  ment. I 
Caius had heretofore beftowcd on him ; and hei‘ein 
(he management and diligence o f  Agrippa in his fcr- 
vice.'w ere very much extolled. He likewife gave 
him the government o f Judapa and Samaria, as hav- 
ingbecn-apart o f the kingdom o f  his grandfather 
Herod ; and this he confidered as an aft o f refbtntion 
of what the famih had been formerly noH'effed o f: 
and he alio, o f his own mere bounty, bellowed on 
him Abela, and ihe adjaccnt landis o f  mount Liba- 
n\is, which h»d been the po{l'c.ni<)n o f  Lyfanias. 
Certain- articles o f agreement betwben this king, and 
the inhabitants o f Rome, having been engraven on a 
copncr-platc, were placed in the centrc of the great 
market-place o f that city, as a memorial to future 
ages.

Claudius difniifTed froinprifon his old friend Alex* 
ander ; likewife Syfniiac<>ius, the officer o f  the ruG 
toms, who had formerly been agent to Antonia, 
mother o f C aiu s; but l̂iat prince, urged by paffion, 
had imprifoned him. Claudius alfq contraded that 
his fon Marcus fhould marry Berenice, the daughter 
o f A grippa; but the youth dying before the mar
riage was confummated, Agrippa gave the maid in 
wedlock to his brother Herod, on whom Claudius 
bellowed the kingdom o f Chaicis, at the requeft o f  
Agrippa.

During the reign o f Caius, the. Jews had been very  
much opprelTed and perfecutcd by the people o f 
Alexandria: but they now began to re-aflume their 
courage, and applied to arms,-which gave rife to a 
fedition between them and the Greeks. O n the firft. 
advice o f  this difturbance, Claudius wrote to the 
governor o f Egypt to ufe all pofTible endeavours to 
lupprefs i t ; and at the requeft o f two kings, Agrippa 
and Herod, lent editls to Alexandria and Syria, in 
favour o f the Jews.

By theabove-mentioned edi£ls Claudius 
Caelar intimated the refpeft he had forthe 
je w s ; and as loon as he had iflued tbem, 
he directed king Agrippa to repair to his 
governmenty having prcvioully diftinguilhed him by 
an abundance o f honours, ana given iiim a number 
o f  letters o f fpecial recommendation to all the gover
nors and intendants o f provinces throuph whole juril- 
diftions he was to travel. Agrippa adjulled his af
fairs iji the moll c:^pcditious manner, a.nd when this 
was done, he immediatelv went to Jerulalem, where 
he dilcharged him felf o t  all his facred vows, and 
offered up farrifices agreeable to the rigid forms o f  
the law; likewife obliging numbers o f  the Nazarenes 
to cut ofi'their hair. Agnppa having been heretofore 
bound with an iron chain b y  order o f  Tiberius, a 
golden chain had been prefenied to him by Caius, o f 
the fame weight as that o f iro n ; now this \u dcdic«t«i 
chain o f gold Agrippa dedicated to G od, “  
directing that it fbould be hung up over 
the box o f  the holy treafure, in the vellry, as a l i f t 
ing monument o f  the power and kindnels o f  Provi
dence, in ali'ording relief to mankind in their deepefl;

calamities;
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bim, he Condemned Chaereas to death. Evirn the 
friends o f  Claudius deemed their conduft to have 
been infpired by principles o f bravery r but as it 
was thought n eed  ary to punifh the treachery, by 
way o f example, for the prclervation o f princcs in 
I’uture times, Cha-reas was conveyed in the place rtf 
execulion, with I.upus, and others o f the conlpita- 
tors. In his death he exhibited great lerenity ofmind; 
nor by a angle look or aBion did he depart from 
the dignity o f nis ciiaraMer. On the contrary. Lupus 
behaved in a molt daltardly manner, asd Charreas 
treated him M'ith the utmoft contempt on that ac
count. W hen Lupus was ftripped, nc complained 
that he was cold, to wjiich Chaereas replied, that 

W olves felt no cold,” in alli:(ion to the word lupus 
fignilying wolf, as well as the name o f a man. i he 
<ntrn>id be- cxecutioncr being prepared to , do his 
ii«v'ioiirof * office, Charrcas laid, “  Are you a mafter 
chie««i, »iid o f  the bufincls o f cutting throats, and has 
ifi.upu't'™'’' f'vord a good edge?” After which he

bade him ufe the lame weapon with which 
he had killed Caius. A t length the officer did his 
<luty, and difpatched him at a fingle b low ; but 
I.upus, afraid o f  the ftroke o f  death, kept in conti- 
jiual motion, fo that the executioner was obliged to 
g ive him leveral blows, by which he was much cut 
and bruifed, before he could be put out o f  his pain. 
W hen the people, a few days afterwards, came to 
cclebrate the fcall o f expiatory oblations to the 
1'pii*its o f their departed friends, they paid Chaereas 
equal honour with the others, by throwing their 
olr'erings into the fire, agreeable to the accuftomed 
practice, and Inliciting his pardon for their former 
ingratitude. Thus ended the life o f Cha-reas. 
ftibinui ptr. W ith regard to Sabinus, he not only 
jonedhf fcccived a paidon from CUudius, butwas 

I*;** continued in the poll that he had hereto- 
I I in ei. held, in conuderation that he did not

violate his trull, even in apparent treachery. Sabi
nus, however, was ill difpoled to make a proper ufe 
o f  the mercy that had been extended to him, for he 
iinm ediatdy facrificed his life, by falling on the 
point o f his 1 word.

C H A P .  I V.

A G R IP P A  confirmed in his Kingdom hy f.LA U D IU S. 
A Di/furbnncr arifn betxunn (he y f 'W S  emd the 
G R E E K S . C LAU D IU S orders A G R IP P A  to 
his Gcvnnment. S IM O N  advanced to the Office o f 
High-Priefl, Tfu Command o f the A  rmy given to 
SILA S. Some Inhabitants of D O R IS  dedicate a 
Statue to C./ESAR in the Synago^ie of the JEW S. 
A G R IP P A  complains to, P E T R O N lU S 'o J  this 
Outrage.

/

A g rip p a  fc n t  
b y  C l iu d > js  
to  h i t  k i f t f -  
d o m .

C’^ L A U D I U S  was no fooncr eltablilh- 
> cd in his government, than he made 

j«a€jpcrr«n it his bufinefs to difchargc all fufpcfted
3

T h e  e m p e ro r  
d ifc a rd s  faf*



^  Chap. rv . l  T H E  A N T  1 Q U I T  I F. S O F  T H E  J E W S . 3*^

D c p u fe t  T h e .  
o p h ilu s ,  1114 
c o n te rs  th e  
l iig h -p r ie f t*  
hcxMi on  
S im o n .

«^.^.^itics;-and to intimate to ilic  people in general, 
tliJvmft^God who permits us to be oppreHed, is able 
tor.-wfe us’ to our former Itation. This conl'ecrated 
chai() reprefented a lively pifclure o f a prince bccome 
the fport o f fortune, and confined in irons ; and then, 
as foon as imagination conld form an idea, rclh)red 
to bis liberty, and becoming a greater prince than 
he v̂as before. N or is this any thing l)ut what is 
agre<*iible to the viciffitvidc o f  human aftairs: for it 
often happens that things the mod profpt rous go at 
once to d e ca y ; while tnofc the molt adverfe foon 
become prolperous!

Agrippahaving thus difchargedhis duty 
to frod, his next ftep was to diveit Theo- 
philus, the fon o f  Ananus, o f the office o f  
high^rieft, W'hich he beftowed on Simon, 
the fon o f  Boethus, who bore the liir- 

name o f Canthara. Now this Simon had two bro
thers, who had already officiated as high-prielts, as 
had alio their father, Boetlius, whofe daughter was 
inarriedto king Herod, as hath been mentioned in 
another place. This fingulaf diftinttion |ikewife 
happened in the family of Simon the higb-pricfl, the 
Ion o f  Onias, whofe three fbns fucccedcd to that 
office, during the Macedonian government, o f 
which notice nath likewife been already taken.

T he king had no fboner adjufted the* 
fiiem, «r.dte. attajr Of the pontificate, than he began 
miuihem immediately to pay his rclpefts and ac- 
«o lou et. knowlcdgments to the inhabitants o f  Je- 
rufalcm, for the honour they had done him, and the 
veneration they had fhewn him, by abolifhing the 
tax on houfes, which had been paid ui former tim es; 
which he confidered as an ati o f  civility that could, 
not eafily be exceeded. Agrippa now appointed 
Silas to DC general o f  his army, in confideration o f  
the many dangers and difficulties they had formerly 
encountered in the company o f  each oilier.
A ft«tue to Some time after thefe event* a number 
Ccfjrerefled o f  young mcn belonging to Doris, im- 
inthtfyn*. pelled bv thc heat o f  their own imagina- 

tions, afi'embled together, and under pre
tence o f  a re ^ rd  to religion, dedicated a flStue to 
Caefar in the fynagogue o f  the Jews. This circum- 
(tance gave the utmofl offence to Agrippa, who 
thought it would ten^j, in a high degree, lo bring 
their religion into contem pt: he therefore lolt no 
time in repairing to Petronius, the governor o f Syria, 
to whoin he made complaint o f the infult that had 
been offered: and Petronius exprefTed his abhorrence 
o f  the infolence o f  the intruders, to whom he wrote 
a letter o f  rebuke, conceived in the following term s;

P U B LIU S P E T R O N IU S , Governor o f S Y R IA , by 
Appomlmtnt o j  T IB E R IU S  C LA U D IU S Cy£SAR  
AU G U STU S G E R M A N IC U S, fendeth greeting to 
the Magijlratci o j D O R IS .

I.^from “ F O R A S M U C H  aslbayeheencertain- 
KiroDiusre. Iv informed that, in oppofition to tlie edi£l 

o f  Claudius Caifar Auguflus Germanicus,
o lie ju lc tt .

No. 19.
granting to the Jews full liberty to live

agrecabh' to their own laws »nd cuftoms, fome isf 
the p 'o p lc  under your jurildiftion havc be< n fb 
fuming, ill defiance o f  the faid imperial a.s to
profane their fynaeogue, by erecting thereiu thft 
ftatue o f Carfar, wnich is an infult on their religion, 
a violation o f ihc freedom Capfar hath granreri tncm, 
an affront to their con(cii*nce, and an indignity of
fered to the majefly o f  t ierar; for his image ought 
rather to have been placed in his ow'n temple than 
in that t)f others, and by no means in thc fynagogue, 
particularh»as the cmpi  ̂ror jiad thought fit to permk 
every man thc free indulgence o f  his own o|)inioiis.
I wifli^o decline giving any orders as from invfolf 
in thi.*. bufinefs, arter fo atmcioiis an infult oflered 
to thc authority o f  my niaftcr, who has not only gra
tified the Jew.'j with refped to their religious fenti- 
inents, but alfo allowed them the privileges o f free
men, in common with the Greeks, in the feveral 
cities where they refide ; yet, as affairs are now fitu- 
ated, as an outrage hath Dccn undoubtedly conunit- 
ted in defiance o f the authority of C®far, and wherea.'j 
you difclaim all'concern in the affair, which you at
tribute to thc licentiuufncfs o f  a mob, 3'ou are there- 
fore hereby required and commanded to delivt-r 
fbnie o f  the offending parties to my officer Vitellius 
Proculns, that he may bring them to me to anfwer 
for their condud, or at leait make him acquainted 
with their names, otherwiie you will be fufpe6ted o f 
having been concerned in the bufinefs. In the in
terim, have a proper regard to the peace o f thc pub
lic, and quell tholi? turbulent fpirits that are difpofcd 
to create confufion. W ith regard to my honoured 
mafler and myfelf, we are exceedingly anxious not 
to give the leafl offence to the Jews by furnifhing 
them with any opportunity or pretext o f  doing ,jui- 
tice to tbemfelves. However, for your fuller ini'or- 
maiion in this affair, and that you may not niead ig- 
norance o f  tfie opinion o f  thc emperor, I nerewith 
tranfhiit you a copy' o f his editt to the people o f  
Alexandria, which was communicated to me by tl>c 
honoured prince Agrippa, as I was fitting in the 
chair o f  ju ilice , though it is already well known to 
thc public; and this edift pofitively requires the ra
tification o f all Ca-far’s concefFions in favour o f thq 
Jews. W herefore I now give it you in Uri^t charge, 
that from henceforward you forbear all kind o f lu>- 
gations with that people, and peaceably permit them 
to worfliip G od in their accuflomed manner." In 
a word, Petronius gave fuch dircfclions in this bufi- 
ncfs, that he foon rettified all the abufes complained- 
ofi and prevented the like enormities being perpe
trated at a further period.

Not long after this time, king Agrippa removed 
Simon, furnamed Canthara, from the office o f  high- 
prieft, defigning to reftore Jonathan, thc (bn o f  A na
nus, as a perfbn better qualified for that honourable 
diflinctioh ; but Jonath%n declined it, with an a c
knowledgment o f the favour intended by the king, 
whom he addrefled in the following manner: “  A i  
the Alm ighty did not think me worthy o f retaining 
that facred officc, I reft coqtented in the confciouf- 
nefs of having oncc worn thc holy vcllinents. I 
. 4 Z  - cyuld,
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could, originally, have better juflificd my entrance 
into that holy order than I now could my re-afiump- 
tion o f  the dignity: but, Sir, as you I’ecm to pay a 
-high regard to the worthinels of the party, permit 
me to recommend to your m ajclty my brother, who 
i-s a man uncorrupted by the vices o f this world, 
hlanu lefs and without offencc before (rod and man, 
and o f  courl'e highly proper to fill thi» dignified (fa- 
tion.” This candid and modelt behaviour o f Jona
than fo pleafcd the king, that he readily agreed to 
l)is rcfignation o f  the om ce, which he beltowed on 
h i i !  brother Matthias. In a ftiort fbace of,tim e af
ter this, Peironius was difmiffed from the }» )̂vcrn- 
mcnt o f  S j ria, and Marius fuccecdcd to that ho
nourable pod. *

C H A  P.

S IL A S , giving In/fances o f his Pride and Imperti
nence, A G R IP P A  fends him to Prifon, but after- 
wards invites him to Coun. For his reproachful 
Anjwtr, he is again ordered to Prifon. J E R U 
SALEM . fortijied by A G R IP P A , but the Work is 
flopped by C L A U D IU S. Bcunly and Magnificence 
c f  A G R IP P A . He goes from B E R Y T U S'to T I
B E R IA S , end receives Royal Vfits. E L IO N j£.US 
made Iligh-P rief, injiead o f M A T T H IA S . Games 
in Honour of C'/ESAR. Blafphemous Compliments 
to A G R IP P A . An Owl perches over his Head. 
He becomes violently tormented, reproaches his Flat
terers, acknowledges his Frailty, and dies. Account 
o f his Revenue and Children. The Ingratitude o f  
'Cj£ S A R E A  and S E B A S T E . CU SPIU S FAD U S  
entriifled with the Command.

Ambiticnd C l  L A S , who was general to Agrippa, 
v u . i t y  o f  S i -  contemplatmg his faithfulnefs to the 

imminent dangers he had en- 
ky Ajrifpa. countered with him, and the difficulties 

he had undergone in his fcrvice, thought 
that as they had been friends and aflociates in the 
diltrefTes o f war. they had a right to an eqjual fhare 
in the honour and prerogative o f government. H av
ing meditated on thefe tircumftances, he confidered 
himfelf eaual to the king, whom he treatpd with un
warrantable liberties. H e was moft Infolent in his 
common difcourfe, at one time boafling oi' his own 
merit, and then infulting the king with his former 
low lituation; frequently reminding him o f the 
great fcrvices he had done hhn, the pains he had 
taken, and the hazards he had run to contribute to 
bis gratihcation. Thefe kind o f fpecches, often 
repeated, had the apj>earance o f reproach, and 
grew exceedingly tirefouieVo the king, who thought 
the freedom that was taken was greater than good 
manners wo\jld warrant; for the man who has been 
in a low fituation does not like to be reminded o f it 
when he riles to a more elevated rank; and it dif-

plays equal mcannefs and ignorance t o - r c p r o a * ^  
man with obligations conferred.

The behaviour o f Silas became, at A r r if( a  dlf-
length, fo rude, that the king was pro- pofrt ,»(hew 
vokcd beyond all M tiencc, and, in the 
v)olt?ncc o f his pHifion  ̂ deprived hini or reproncu-
his command, and fent him to his own fuUonduft, 
country a.‘. a phfoner. But when Agrip- 
pa came afterwards to re.necl on the feve- «>
rity he had ufed towards a perfon to whom he had 
fo many obligations, his heart began to  relent; and 
the anniverfary o f his birth-day now approaching, 
when all perfons began to make preparations to ce- 
lebraie the royal feltival, he fent for Silas, to make 
one o f  the company; but the latter, who was a 
man that prided hiinfclf in fpeakir g his mind freely^ 
and particularly in cafes wnere he thought himfelf 
offended, addrcHcd the people who brought him 
the invitation in the following inanner— “  \ o u  per
ceive, gentlemen,’ the Ivrmour that is intended me 
by the king; but his prefent obliging dif'pofition will 
be o f fhort continuance; and this conduft is but a 
fpecimen o f his former behaviour. He has de
prived me o f my commiffion, and deflroyed my rie 
putation, as far as lay in hu i>ower; and does he 
think tiiat 1 will now refrain from fpeaking the 

^truth, or ceafe declaring my opinion, while 1 am 
fupported by the confcioufnefs ot my own integrity ? 
N o : the public fliall be apprifed o f  the diflrefs 
from which I have relieved him, and the danger 1 
have encountered for his fa k e ; and how am I re
warded but by a chain and a dungeon( Injuries 
like thefe ought not to be forgotten, nor to pafs un
revenged: take this anfwer to the king your maf- 
tcr." It was now evident to the king, that the obfti- 
nacy o f Silas was not to be overcom e; wherefore 

. he was again ordered to prifon.
Agrippa now gave his attention to the Agr>p. u 

city, and fortified the walls o f  what was p re v e n te d  b y  

tailed the new town, at the public ex- ci»u«'u»frô tn 
p en ce; building them higher, thicker, 
and flronger than they formerly were; 
and wy>ulo finally have rendered Jerufalem impreg
nable, but ĥat Marfus, governor o f  Syria, ftnt pri
vate intelligence o f it to Claudius, fearing there 
might be fome farther defign j, on which, the empe
ror inflantly wrote to A grip M , to forbid his pro
ceeding; whereupon the worli was fufpended.

A gripra was bv nature fo bounteous, cifpofi.ico cf 
that he diltinguimcd himfelf by his libe- Agr̂ p«sreit- 
ral aftions, having no higher pleafure ir «»«>•'•»*» 
than in fliewing tlie generofity o f  his 
temper on all proper occafions. Herein he widely 
differed from his predecefTor H erod, who was o f a 
deceitful, harfh, and cruel difpofition; exclufive 
o f which he diflinguiflicd the Greeks, above the 
Jews in a moft partial manner, which is evidenced 
in the treafurc he expended on foreign works o f ar- 
chiteflure and cleM iice; fuch as theatres, temples, 
gaJleries, bathing-houfes, and places of̂  parade; 
whereas he never nut himfelf to any confHieraiilc 
expcnce iu the ercaion o f  public works io the ho-

ouur
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^ o * ir  o f  the Jews, On the contrary, Agrippa was, 
highcll degree, gentle and humane, a friend 

and'.patron o f  ftrangers, and o f  mankind in gene
ral ;|but ill a more particular manner bountiful and 
compaHicmatc to thofc o f  his own profeffion and 
country. T o  gratify his liberal wimes, he chofe 
Jcrufalem for his conftant refidence. He was exafcl 
and punQual in the duties o f  religion, and offered a 
lacrijjce every d a y ; yet he was Tree from all taints 
o f fuperilition. One remarkable inftance o f  his 
benfivolent diff>ofition will appear from the follow
ing narrative.
Simon ciium.  ̂ when Agrippa was at Ca:fa-
nutcjAgrip- Tca, a Certain lawyer, named Simon, 
p .,w j .o p .r -  publicly rcfleftcd on him as a man o f 
i o o , h . m .  diforderly life, who ought, in ju flice , 
to be punifhcd for his irregularities, agreeable to 
the prafticc o f  the Jews in fuch cafas. O f  this 
circumltance the governor fent intelligence to the 
king, who iiiflantly trantyiitted an order for the 
attendance o f  Simon, who accordingly went to him, 
and arrived at a time when the king was at.the the
atre; whereupon his inajeft^ called to him, and, 
in a ftrain o f great humanity, faid, “  I f  you know 
any thing o f me, my friend, riiat is difagreeable, I 
would wifli  ̂ you to make public declaration o f  it in 
this place.” Simon could fay nothing in hii julli-i 
fication; but, in a confufed manner, begged the 
king’s pardon, which was inftantly crajited (con
trary to the general expeftation), and received an 
immediate gratification, exclufive o f the pardon; 
for Agrippa prided himfelf more in the exercifc 
o f  an a€l o f  humanity than in that o f  revenge, and 
thought mercy, rather than pride, to be the charac- 
terittic o f  a king.

In every place where Agrippa arrived, 
proofs were given o f  his bounty 

and magnificence; f^jut Berytus was dif-

Airifft't 
.£T t» t l ib e r a l i 
t y  to  th e  i n h i -  
b i t a n u  c l  B « -  
r y tm .

fome proo
a n d  m a g n i U \ . i : i i i . t ; ;  I v u i  x > c i  y i .u »  Wiu> u i i -

tinguiihed above t. ;  reft; foi in that 
place, at an immenfe expence, he erett- 

cd a theatre and an amphitheatre, o f  equal fplendor, 
together with a number o f  bagnios and arched walks, 
which were all finifhed in the higheft degree o f  per- 
fedlion. Thefe difUnguiflied buildings^ were dedi
cated with a very extraordinary degre*e o f pomp: 
variety o f  fhews were exhibited in the theatre, with 
a diverfity o f muiic, *and other kinds o f entertain
ments. In the amphitheatre, a number o f  gladiators 
exhibited their feats in fingle com bat; and this be
ing ended, no lefs than feven hundred malefadors 
were expofed to another feven hundred, forming the 
rcfemblance o f  a baule, and they fought till every 
man was deflroyed; by this plan, the execution o f 
public juffice being rcnderea a matter o f enter
tainment to the fpetlators.

Soon after this, Agrippa went from Be- 
rytus to Tiberias, a city o f  Galilee, where 
feveral royal ptrfonages paid him their 
coinpliments; as Antiochus, king o f  Co- 
magena, Samfigeran, king o f the Emen- 

fcnes; Cotys, king o f the Leffer Armenia; Polc- 
u o u , ail iuicriur p iiu(e o f  Fontus; and cxclufive

A t T ib c r i a f i  
h e  t r . l e n a i a t  
fo u r k in g f  
w ith  M inot- 
d in a r  { in a |D i-  
A rencc.

o f  thefe, Herod, king o f  Chalcis, and the brother 
o f Agrippa. Thefe were received and entertained 
with a d egree*of royal hofpitality becoming the 
charatler o f Agrippa and his vifitors; and it waf 
deemed much to the honour o f  the former to have 
fo many guelts o f eminent diflin^lion. W hile the 
above illuftrious perfbus were with Agrippa, Mar- 
fiis, the governor o f Syria, proceeded to pay him a 
vifit, and Agrippa, through refpeft to the fov«- 
reignty o f  the Roman empire, went feven miles 
from town 40 meet him: but the above vifit, as it 
a f te r w ^ s  happened, occafioned a difTcnfion be- 
tweeii>^em; for Marfus, Bnding fo many kings af- 
femblcd in fuch harmony, was apprehenfive that the 
public fafety might be ciuhmgered by fo powerful 
an alliance, \^'heref()re he difpatched mcflcnKcrs to 
them reCpeftively, direfting that they fhouTd de
part wiiiiout lol's o f time, which circumflance fo 
difgufted Agrippa, that he had ever afterwards the 
utniofl contempt for Marfus.

A g rip p a  r e 
in  o v o M a t l h i -  
a>, aiiiJ m a k c i  
K lio n * u «  
h 'g h -p r ic f t .

Agrippa now divclted Matthias o f  the 
office at high-pricff, which he bellowed 
on Elionaus, the Ton o f  C itha-us. In 
the third year cjf lijs reign over all Ju-. 
da;a, Agrippa made a journey to Casfa- 
rea, former y known by the name o f Straton’s tow
er, where a great number o f the nobility, and other 
perfons o f  rank, aneinbled from all parts o f  the 
province, to be pi t lent ai a folemnity o f  games and 
ihews, which he mllitutcd in honour o f Carfar. Ear- 
Iv in the morning o f the f'econd day o f  this feflival, 
Agrippa went to the theatre, habited in a Hii fpicndid 
filver itufi, o f fo rich and fingular a tex- afptarancem- 
ture, that the eyes o f the people were 
dazzled by the reflexion, as the beams ravtra hrm as 

o f the rifiiig fun flruck on it. T he rays 
of light that emitted therefrom appeared to the vul
gar to have fomething divine in them, and inCpircd 
inem equally with ideas o f fear and veneration : 
and, on this occalion, a fawning crew o f  conteinp- 
tible flatterers extolled him as a deity, and in a for
mal manner intreaied him to pardon the fins arif- 
ing from their ignorance, when they thought he was 
a mere mortal; whereas, they were now convinced 
that he was a being o f fuperior rank, and fomething 
more than human.

Gratihed in a high degree by this odi
ous flattery, he fought not to fiipprefs it, 
as he fhould have done; but wnile, in 
the pride o f  his heart, he \yas contem
plating on his fuperior dignity, and lift
ing his eyes towards heaven, he beheld 
an owl over his head, fitting on a rope, which he 
confideredas the fore-runner o f  mifchief, as a fimi- 
lar circumftance had heretofore been o f good for
tune; nor was he miftaken, for he inflantty felt a 
violent pain at his heart, and convulfions in nis bow
els. In the extremity Oi* his tormVnis, he addrefled 
his furrounding friends, faying, “  Now behold your 
god is fentenced to death: by this inevitable fate I 
mall prove the abfurdity and impiety o f fkttery, and 
by m y death convince the world that I am not im.

mortal.

N o t ra )> u k in | 
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im p io u i ailu> 
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m o i 'l i l  d ilc a re
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mortal, ^'he will o f  Heaven he done! 1 have had 
no renfon, during my life, to envy the happincfs 
of any prince exiftirjg, but anibitioh has been my 
ru in !”

H e had no fooner fpokcn thefe words 
than his pains increaled to fuch a de
cree, that it was neceffary to remove him 
inj/) the palace; and a rumour immedi
ately fprcad through the town that the 

king was at the point o f death. Hereupon, the 
people in general, men, women, and «thimren, a- 
oopt«d the cuftomary mode o f cloathing tfmmfelves 
in-ftckcloth, and united m prayers to Go(f^i>i the 
recovery o f  the king. In the interim, Agrippa, who 
was in an apartment at iTie lop o f  the paiacc, could 
not refrain from tears on feeing hix mourninjj lub- 
jei6ls proftrate on the pavement below. His ex
treme pain continued, unabated, from that time to 
DeithofA- the f!id o f five days, when he died, in 
gfipp»- the I'cventh year o f his reign, and the fif- 
ty-fourth o f  lils age. During the firlt four years of 
his reign he governed under Caius the emperor, 
Philip being tetrarch during the firJl three years; 
and in tho fourth Herod being joint tetrarch with 
him. Claudhis was emperor during the remaining 
three years^ n d , exclufive o f the government o f  Ju
daea, Iiad beftowed on him thofe o f  Cfefarea and 
H i t  re v e n u e  Samaria. His annual income was reck^ 
««(ip r o iu f e l i -  oned at twelve hundred m yriads; but 
bcrihty. notwithiianding this revenue, he was 
obliged to borrow; for t ie  liberality o f his difpofi- 
tion was fuch, that his expences exceeded his re
ceipts. Silas b<*ing now in prifon, and Herod, 
prince o f  Chalcis, and Chelcias, general o f  the 
troops, being both his inveterate enemies, dif- 
patcned Ariilon to deftroy him, as by the order o f 
the king, before his death was made public.
H i .  c h u d r . 1. .  fiirviving family confilied o f

a fon o f his own name, aged lew nteen 
years, and three daughters; o f whom the eldefl, B e 
renice, when fixteen vears old, was married to her 
uncle Herod. T he fiscond, Mariamne, was ten 
years o ld ; and the youngelf, Drufilla, fix years. 
Mariamne was contratted to Julius Archelaus, the 
fon of Chelcias, and her fifler to Kpiphanes, the 
fon o f Aniiochus, king o f Comagena.

T he death o f king Agrippa was no 
fooner made known to the public, than 
the inhabitants of Ciefarea and Seballe, 
inftead o f making a proper acknow ledg
ment o f the many obligations he had con

ferred on them, loaded his memory with the moft 
I'eandalous and opprobrious epithets that their imagi
nations could ponibly give rife to. It happened 
that at this time there was a number o f  folaiers at 
thofe places, who, in aid o f the calumny, took the 
liatues o f Agripp^’r, three  ̂daughters from the pa
lace, and .conveyed them in triumph to public bro

7 > gr» titu4e o f  
C W a r e a  an d  
S e k » fte  to  A -  
g r ip p a '^  m e -  
ir .o ry .

thels, with hnitifh terms o f  reproach that ! 
infamons for Tcpetuion. T h e y  feaded, 
the tricks o f  buffoons in the ftreets, adorned ftheir 
heads with flowers and garlands, perfumes^ and 
ointments, as i f  they were facrificing to Charon ; 
and likewife drank libations o f  thanks for the king’s 
death. In this manner they entertained themfelves,
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ed thofe fjslendid rities, and the temples and port* 
appert lining tlrereto.

A t this time Agrippa, the fon o f  the 
deceafed king, was at Rome; being edu
cated in the court o f Claudius, who, be
ing informed o f the death o f the father, 
and the horrid infults that had been of
fered to his memory by the ungrateful 
inhabitants o f  Ca;farea arid Sebaftc, ex- 
preffed great concern art the lofs o f  the king, and 
equal indignation at the ingratitude o f  the other par
ties; wherefore he ftvTTied an idea o f  immediately 
fending the prefent Agrippa to take poffefTion o f  his 
father’s kingdom, which was equally agreeable to an 
oath he had taken, as confiftent with common rea- 
fbn and equity. But the emperor was eafily diverted 
from carrj'ing his plan into execution, by the perfua- 
(ion o f a number o f  favourites who furrounded him. 
T h ey urged that it was unfafe to trufl fo important a 
bufinefs in the hands o f  a man fo younc and unex- 
jerienced; for the commiflion was o f To difficult a 
vind, that it would furnifh ample employment for the 

moft acute genius in the empire.
Thefi? artful infinuations induced Clau

dius to change his mind, and thereon he 
deputed Cufpius Fadus to the command, 
hut paid fo great a refpett to the memory 
o f the deceafed, that ne ftriftly charged 
him not to receive Marfus into the governmentj on 
the confideration that he had fieen the deternnned 
enemy o f A grip p a; but he gave him flill more parti
cular direftions-to punifh feverely the inhabitants of 
Csfar^a and Sebalie, on account o f  the indignities 
they had offered to Agrippa and his daughters. He 
commiffioned him likewife to difpatch to Pontius five 
cohorts, and the other troops fhat were in thofe two 
cities; and to caufe that their places fhould be fup- 
plied by a feleft body o f men from the Roman legi
ons then in Syria. This lafl order, however, wa* 
not obeyed; for, on an eam efl application, Claudi
us was induced to perniit thofe troops ftill to rertain * 
in Judaea. From this circumftance arofe many great 
calamities which were afterwards fiiffered by the 
Jews, and which gave rife to a feries o f  war when 
Florus had the command; fo that Vefpafian, though 
the conqueror, was obliged to compel them to quit 
the country.

B O O K

CuTpiua F a -  
d u i  appo iiiic ii 
tc  t h f  gO T ern . 
m e m  o f  J u «  . 
d z a .



Chap. 1.7 T H E  A N T I Q U I T I E S  O F  T H E  J E W S .

)   ̂ B O O K  X X .

Containing the H I s V o R Y  of  the T R A N S A C T I O N S  from the Y E A R  of  the W O R l , D

4009 to 403a

C H A P . I.

C LA U D IU S heftorus the Government o f S Y R I A  on 
C A S S IU S  L O N G IN U S. A  Rupture between the 
JE W S and P H IL A D E L P H IA N S . F A D U S  

puts to Death TH O LO m /EU S, the Captain o f a 
dffperate Band o f Robbers. A G R I P P A  petitions 
that the ^ £ 1^5 may contihue in PoJfrJJ'ton o f the 
holy Rohes, and his Reqiujl is grantea. CLAU 
DIUS'S Letter to the Senate. H E R O D  appoints 
J O S E P H  to the OJice o f High-Prieji.

C l iu i i tu t  
m a k c i  CalT iu t 
L o n f in u t  f o -  
reiB A r o f  S jf-

s O M E  fliort time fubfequent to the 
deceafe o f  Agrippa, which wc have 
fpoken o f  in the preceding book, 

the emperor Claudius manifefted the re- 
fpcft he entertained towards the memory 

o f  his late royal friend, by removing Marius from 
the government o f  Syria, and appointing CafTuis 
Longinus to fucceed him, agreeable to the requeil 
which Agrippa had made and frequently repeated 
in divers letters to Claudius.

A t this period, Cufpius Fadus afRuned 
the government o f  J u d a a ; and in virtue 
o f  the commiffion entrufted to him, he 
determined to fupprefs an infurrefclion 
which then prevailed between th«f Jews 
refident on the other fide thg river Jor
dan, and the Philadelphians, refpetting 
the bound|ries o f  a village called Mais, 
which was inhabited by a people remark

able for their courageous and warlike difpofitions. 
The Jews having taken up arms, and put leveral o f 
the Philadelphians to death, without authority from 
their fuperiors for purfuing fuch violent mealuics, 
Fadus was fo highly incenled againit them on ac
count o f  their infolent and leditious proceedings, 
that he caufed Annibas, Amaram, and Eleazar, the 
Principal ringleaders, to be put in irons; and he 
liwn afterwards fentenced Annibas to death, and 
his two companions to banilhment. ‘ ‘ I f  (faid he) 
they (uppofed themfclves to be aggrieved by the 
Philadelphians, it was their duty to fubmit their 
Complaints to my confideraiion. But fince they 
have offered fo daring an affroot as to conflitute 

No. 19.
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themfelves the judges o f  their own grievances, and 
have infolcntly taken into their own hands a power 
that docs not Delong to them; to difpcnfe with in- 
Hiding the punifhment they have incurred, would 
be inconfiltent with the duties o f  the office which 
I am appointed to execute."

Soon afier the above-mentioned fedi- 
tron had been quelled, 7 'hol'jmarus, the 
captain o f a band o f  robbers who had 
committed great devaRaiion in Arabia 
and IdumxH, was brought before him, 
and he fentenced the delinquent to be put to death; 
he alfo purlued the mofl eiietlual meafwires, with un
remitting affiduity, for extirpating all otiier inva
ders o f  the public peace, and delpoilers of private 
property. H e then lent to the prieits and principal 
men o f  Jerufalem, requiring them, under the- au
thority o f  a mandate granted by Caefar, to reftore 
the pontifical vcllments, particularly afligned to the 
ufe o f  the high-prieft. to the caftle o f Antonia, 
where they had been ciepofited in ancient d<ivs. It 
being apprehended that the requifition for reitoring 
the lacred robe and facerdotal ftole to the caftle o f  
Antonia might exaCperate the multitude, the troops 
were drawn up, in order to preferve the pubUc 
tranquillity; and the prieits and other leading peo
ple o f Jerufalem, judging that to put an abfolute 
negative on the cfcmand would be attended with 
danger, applied to Fadus and Longinus, refpeft- 
fully foliciting that they might be permitted to rc- 
prel'ent their cafe to Claudius, and that proceed
ings might be fufpended till they fhould obtain the 
emperor’s anfwer to their petition. T heir requeil 
was complied with, on the condition o f  Thtf«r*d 
delivering up their children as holtages. 
to which they readily confented; ana 
the deputies in behalf o f  the Jews depart
ed for Rome. Information being given 
to Agrippa, who was at that time reudent 
at the court o f  Carfar, o f  the arrival o f  the depu
ties, and the bufinefs they werj^»dmi jloyed to nego- 
ciate, he petitioned th a tC xla r  DM'iy'l thr
cred veftments ftill to continue in the poflisfTion o f  
the Jews, and that, if  he ihould be pleafed to grant 
the requelt, he would tranfmit an order to Fadiis,

5 A  fignify-
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his benevolent determination. H*;reup- 
on, Claudius cauled the deputies to be called into 
nis prclencc, and informed them that he granted 
I ■ j  they were comminioncd to fupplicatc,
bidding them make acknowledgments to Agrippa, 
whole intcrceflion had influenced him in favour o f 
the Jews,
H r r o d j  b r o . O n the interceffion o f  Herod, prince 
ther ot the o f  Chalcis, and brother o f the dcccafcd
«npp''a'rLm’i. Claudius nominated him to the
znateilb̂ CUu- charge of the temple, the hrily veflels, 
iJiujtotiie and other treafurcs, and invefifd  him

vith  the authority ofappointin^ tfiUiigh- 
•p p o :n t>  J o -  p n e ji; and, till the conchifion o f  the
leiihhigii- Jr.wilh wars, this power remained i't the
 ̂ family o f Herod. Having removed Can-

thai a, Herod advanced Jofeph, the fon o f  Caneus, 
to liiccecd him in the pontifical dignity.

C II A  P. II.

I Z A T E S  Km r o f A D  I  A R E N A , and H E L E N , his 
Mother, enmace the JEV V ISH  Religion. M O- 
NOBASUi) fttlks the Frcvince o j C A iR O N  upon 
1Z A T L S , foon after which he expires, and I Z A 
T E S  ii declared hts Succejfur. A ll the Jirothers oJ 
IZ A T E S , 'excepting the elder, fa it as Hof]ages to 
C j£ S A R  and A R T A B A N U S . H E L E N  goes to 
JE R U S A L E M , where p'.e gtneroujly ajfords great 
Relief to the People during a terrible Famine. 
A R T A B A N U S  dying, is fucceeded hy his Son 
V A R D A N E S . Having made M'ar upon I Z A T E S ,  
V A R D A N E S  is dejtroyed by his oiun SubjeHs. 
I Z A T E S  involved in various Difpuies and Difficul
ties. Jlis Death, and is fucceeded by M O N O BA-  
SUS. The Remains o f IZ A T E S  and H E L E N  
interred at J E R U S A L E M . THEUDAt>', a falfe  
Prophet, pul to Death by F A D  US.

T t * n o r i „ » r y  A  B O U T  this pcHod, H clcn, queen 
cvtet rci«tin« o f Adiabcna, and Izates* her fon,

en.'braced the Jewifh religion on an oc- 
cafion which we fhall hereafter relate. 

T h e king o f Adiabcna, who was named Monobafus, 
othcrwile Bazeus, became violejuly euamoured o f 
his fifler Helen, and cipoufed her. It happened 
th^t when they were in bed together, at a time 
when Helen wavS pregnant, her hulband threw his 

. arm over her body, and, while in that pofition, 
he heard a voice, bidding him remove his hand, 
left it fhould injure the unborn infant, which would 
prove an objetl o f  particular cure o f the Divine 
Providence. afltjej when he heard the
vAvicc,. i'l-U-kivuig awakened, and being fomewhat

* E/.atcs, according lo Tas;itu(.
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Monol̂ lus 
fo r  I w t f s i  
w h o  ts  e n v ie l  
by  h i s  b r e .  
i h r e n .

recovered from his fiirprife, he communicated the 
extraordinary circumllance to his wife. In the (iiie 
courfe o f time (he was delivered o f  a male c^ild, 
to whom the father gave the name o f Izates. B e
fore the birth o f Izates, he had a fon, by the fame 
princcfs, whom he called after him fdf, and by 
difFcrerrt wive.s he had fcveral other fbns.

Monobafus entertained a more tender 
affcdion for Izates than for the reH o f his 
children, and his partiality was lb appa
rent that they conceived a rcoft intolera
ble envy tovvards the favourite. T h e 
king perceived their jealoufy, but was inclined to 
attribute it to a defire they flvcrally  entertained 
o f obtaining the firll place in his efleem, rather 
than to confider it as proceeding from deliberate 
and fettled rancour; but obferving that matters daily 
bore a more threatening afpetl, he determined to 
remove Izates into a fitua'tion v/hich fhould fecur<> 
him againlt the cffeBs G f the enmity o f  his bro
thers. He therefore fent him ‘ to the fort o f Spafi- 
nusj and, in order to fjjcure him a favourable recep
tion, furnifhed him with powerful recommendations 
and magnificent prefents to king Abennerigus, who 
received the youth with remarkable tendernefs and 
refpeft, and at length conceived fo liigh an efteem 
for him, that he gave him in marriage his i n t e t  m a r r ie s  

own daughter Samachas, iuidwith her, by SatMciui. 
way o f aow cr, a tratl o f land which produced a 
confiderable revenue.

Being now arrived to a very  advanced 
age, and apprehending that his diflblution 
was Ipeedily approaching, Monobafus was 
exceedingly defirous o f once more be
holding his favourite fon, whom he there- 
fore recalled from Spafinus; and after embracing 
him with the greatefl tendernefs and affection that 
can be imagined, he afligncd over to him the pro
vince o f  Caeron*, which was highly celebrated for 
the produftion o f various kinds of aronlatic plants 
o f the tnoft excellent quality, and for containing 
the veftiges o f  Noah's ark, which were expofed to 
view, 'and efteemed matters o f  great curiolity. 
During the temaining part o f his father’s life, Izates 
refidea in the country o f Ca:ron.

In a fhort time the king w figned his rvaihof M o - 

life, and on the very day o f  his deceafc nobiim. 
the queen aflembled the miniilers, commanders, 
and principal officers, and informed them, that her 
late hufband had eleaed  Izates to fuccced him in 
the fovereign dignity, deeming him more eminently 
qualified than either o f his other fbns for difcharg- 
ing the duties o f  the royal flation; but flie requeu
ed their advice, obferving, that a private opinion 
would iiot operate to procure the haj>pinefs o f a 
prince, in oi^ofuion to the general fentiments o f 
the people. 1 ’he queen dirrtled this compliment in 
order to difcover the iuterefls they were inclined to

M»nob.\rus 
b d lo w t  o«i 
h i s  U v o u r i tr  
f»n  t h e  pro* 
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* Carjon, in Bochart’s Gtographia Sacra, 1. i. c. 3.
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fuppori. According to the eftablifhfd cuftom o f the 
country, the ininiltcrs, when the dnecn had con
cluded her addrefs, made a profound revert-nte, and 
then* proceeded to inform her, tiiat they were per- 
fetlly  fatisficd as to the ju lt jnreference o f tlie de- 
ceafed kin^ towards Izaies, whom they were unani- 
inoudy delirotis o f advancing to the regal dignity, 
hauiiide- T h ey  faid the people were ready to ac- 
c h i r e d h i lu e -  knowlcdgc allcgiancc to Izates, and that 
c e iio r . queen judged it expedient, they
would themfelves engage to deUroy the brothers, 
and fuch other relations as it might be apprehended 
would difpute the right t)f Izates to ad'ume the 
throne. Helen thanked them for the inltance they 
had fhewn o f their zealous attachment to her Ion, 
but faid, fhe deemed it improper tf> take any mea- 
fures againft the brothers, or other branches o f the 
family, without the fanfclion o f  Izates’s approbation. 
Apprehending that they ihould not be able to pre
vail upon the queen to ct^fent to the dt ath ol the 
brothers, the council urged that the fafcty o f the 
new king rendered it necdf^ry to imprifon them, 
and intruR the adminiftration o f  government to a 
perlbn whom the queen might approve, till the ar
rival o f Izates. The 
fures laft recommendec

T l ie  g o v e rn 
m e n t i i i tr u f t-  
ed  to  M o o o -  
b a fu i u  v ice
ro y .

queen acquiefced in the mea 
by the council, and nomi

nated Monobafus, the elder brother, to* 
aflume the ofhce o f viceroy. She then 
placed the cmwn upon the head o f M o
nobafus, delivered to him the (ignet ring 
and royal n;be, called the Umpiera, 

Vf̂ iTch had belonged to his father, and inveftea him 
with the full power o f government during the ab- 
Icnce o f Izates, who returned to Adiabena im
mediately upon receiving intelligence o f  the death 
of his father;' and, on his arrival, Monobafus re- 
figned his authority with the utmolt readinefs. 
lute! and DuHng thc relidcncc o f Izate<! at the
queen Helen fort o f  Spafinus, a Jcw merchant named 
b eco m e j e w i .  Ananias, contrafted an acciuaintance with 
fome ladies o f  the court, and inltrutted them in 
thc knowledge o f  God, according to the princi
ples o f  the Jewifli religion. T hele women intro
duced the merchant to Izates, whom i ie  alfo con- 
k'erted, and in complianccvrith the C o r n e l l  intreaties 
of the prince, accompanied him to Adiabena, when 
he was recalled a Ihort time previous to the deceal'e 
of his father.. It happened that, at the fame time, 
another Jew converted queen Helen to a belief in 
our religious principles.
U a te t  f e n d t  iJpon finding that his brothers and other
tnibroihcrt rclauons were imprifoned, Izates was ex

tremely concerned, and the filent admo
nitions o f  confcience would not permit 
him to confent to their death, or to detain 
them in chains : but (till he rellefcted that 

if he reftored them to liberty, the provocation to re
venge which they had received might render his own 
fafety very precarious: thereforcj to avoid cither 
extreme, he fent thefn, accompanied by their chil- 
di'*‘n, as hoftages, fome to Claudius Ca;far, at Rome, 
and the relt to Artabanus, king o f  Pai thia.

h o lU |c s  to  
C n f a r ,  a n d  
%iabuiua 
k in ^  o t  P 4 r -  
U ua.

. When Izates perceived the partiality o f  z .,u f i..,« 
nis mother to the religuMi o f thc Jews, he <.rthejew Oi 
deemed it projK'r to make a profelfion of »n<i «te. 
his own faith : and conceiving that while 
he remained in a flate o f uncircumcifton he could 
notpm porly calf himfelf a Jew, he determined to 
(ubriut to the operation, which he confidered as.ef- 
fentially necedary to his perfefting himlelf. The 
queen endeavoured to diflnadc him from this mea- 
(ure, being fearful that it mud neced'arily be fol
lowed bv ♦cry dangerous confequences, fince it 

•could u<?t bt^exiK-fcled that the people would pre- 
ferve ffieir allegiance to a profeffcd Jew. 'fh e  ad
vice o f his mother occafion^-d the king to defer the 
execution o f his defign, on the propriety o f whii;li 
he confulted Ananias, who declared hunfelf per- 
fortly ()f the queen’s opinion. He faid, Aiuni„.f<- 
that if  the king perlilted in his purpofe, cmptt hiin 
he muft himfelf be abfolutely neceffitated cirotjm. 
to depart from Adiabena, in order to 
avoid the vengeance o f the people, who would con 
Hder him as a public fcducer, and an enemy to the 
government; adding, that ihe adoration o f the 
Ahnighty being an att o f the heart, the external 
ceremony o f eircumcifion would be dilpt-nll'd with, 
when thc peace and lafety of a whole penple would 
be endangered by a compliance, provided an iin 
]>licit obedience was oMcr\’ed to tlve laws and pre
cepts o f Moles. I'liefe, and other arguments of thc 
like nature, reconcilcd the king to thc notions of the 
queen and Ananias.

Some time having elanfcd, a Jew, named Eieai»r en- 

Klea/ar, came from CrulilOe to Adiabena; fjr««  >h« ne. 

he was a man o f great knowledge in the 
M olaic inllitution.s, and it was refolvcd for him to 
remove every doubt which had revived in thc king's 
mind rclpecting the necefTity o f circumcifion. Kh a- 
zar being introduced to the Iting, found him engaged 
in thc lludy o f  thc books o f  Mofe.s, and (aid to h im ,. 
“• I fear. Sir, you are not apprifed o f the affront 
you oHer to the law, and o f your hi"h oflence to the 
A lm ighty; fOr to he acquainted with the holy will is 
not fuHicient; a due conformity to thc fiicrcd coin- 
mandmenLs o f the Lord is abrolutely neceflary 1o 
falvation. On what motive can you remain in hi 
dangerous a (late as that o f uncirciuncijion P If  you 
arc Hill ignorant o f the law which pronounces cii- 
cumcifion to be neceflary, continue to read, and 
you wifi be convinced that to difpenle with fo <•!- 
fential a ceremoriy is to be guilty o f an horrid hn* 
piety.” This remonftrance had fo power- l7.«tn beiiiK 
ful an eH'ecl upon Izates, that he com
manded the immediate attendance o f  a 
lurgeon in a withdrawing room, where 
he fubmitted to the operation. Having 
informed his mother and Ananias o f  thc tranfaflinn, 
they cxprefled the moli tcjjil^^s^nxicty for the 
fafety ot the king’s perfon and 
that If the leall intimation o f the circum flancc wa.s 
communicated to the people, an indirretlion mufl 
be the ineviiuble conle<iueirre, fince they would 
never lubaiit to be governed by a priucc profeiring

a faitU

\
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a faith contrary to the eltablifhed religion o f  the 
country; aitd they were greatly alarmed on their

H cfa in  | o e t  lo  
f c i u l d c m .  
x i i i  r t l i r r n  
r tie  pc» |ile  

» U-

tors o f  an act fo violently inilitatinj^ againft the in
clinations o f  the people. The cafe o f Izatcs is to be 
c o ^ d c r c d  as an admirable leflbn to mankind; for it 
j-ik^lied the Almighty to deliver him from the mod 
defpcrate and hopelefs fituaiion; ihereb> intimating 
that virtue and jMcty will infallibly inc^t with due 
rew ard; but this matter will be treated! o f\ io r e  at 
large in the fequel. ^

Izates beiiif, eftablifhed in the peace
able pon'eflTion o f  his government, and 
having obtained in hi* own country, as 
well as in foreign parts, the reputation o f 

«"'«>*• being a juft and wife prince, eueemed by
his fellow creatures, and particularly favoured by 
the A lm ighty; the queen cqnridcrcd, that fince af
fairs were fo happily fituated in Adiabena, fhe might 
reafonably indulge an inclination flic had conceived 
o f  vilitLng the holy temple at Jerufaleni, and o f  per
forming w orftip, and oflTering facrifice, according 
to the fllablKhcd regulations. Izatcs highly ap- 
j)rovcd o f the intended expedition, provided his 
mother with immenie fums o f money, and proceeded 
with her fcveral days on her jou n iey. At this time 
fo terrible a famine prevailed in Jeruialem, that 
many o f the inhabitants daily perifhod; the arrival 
o f  the benevok-nt queen therefore proved a very 
happy circumltance; for flie had no fooner received 
information o f the public’ neccflities, than ihe dif- 
patched mcflengcrs to procure the means o f  fubhlt- 
c n c e .. In a Ihort time great quantities o f wheat were 
brought from Alexandria, dried hgs from the ifland 
o f  C yprus; and thcl'e and other articles which had 
been procured by her order, fhe caufed to be diltri- 

iiuted among the diilrelfed Jews, whereby fhe ob- 
taimxl a degree o f reputation adequate to the (ieafon- 
ablc proof (he had attorded o f her munificent and 
iMtttfiniif liberal difpofition. Upon receiving intel- 
ih*m»(uppiy ligence o f the famine, Izates fent vail 
efmoBry. fums configncd to the governors o f Je- 
rnfalcm, to be applied to the ufe o f fuch o f  the 
people as Itood iii need o f relief.
Art.binu5.on T he principal men at the court o f Par-
• coin>ir«:f thia having engaged in a confpiracy, 

they became at Wngth fo formidable, and 
proceeded in their defigns with fo much 
refolution, that the king judged it would 

be exceedingly dangerous to remain in his own do
minions; he therefore determined to requeil the 
advice and affillance o f Izates, as the molt probable 
means o f re-cflab!ifliing himfclf in his former Itate 
o f  fafety and power. In purfuancc of this defign 
Artabanus collctl^d'sfJwj: a^houfand o f  his relations 
*aii ‘̂HrKftt^'rf<Vf^ends, and, attended by theft; per- 
fons, proceeded to meet Izates. T he kings, who 
were not perfonally known to each other, met on 
the public way; but, from the great iplendor and 
magnificcnce o f his equipage, Artabanus readily

o f h i t l u b j t i l i t  
f o l i c k s  th e  

ro icE tio n  o f
lUtei.

concluded that the party approaching could be no 
other than Izates; therefore advancing towards him, 
he faluted him, according to the cuftom o f the coun
try, with a reverence called adoratim, and then*ad- 
drelTed him to the following purpofe: “  L et me not 
be the objefcl of your contempt, moR il- suppii„nt 
luftrious princc! becaufe you now lee me udr.r,of 
in the degraded fuuation o f  an humble •‘ ‘•■•nuno 
fupplicani. From the regal dignitv it is **'*% 
my unhappy fortune to be reduced to the obfcurity 
of a pnvate ftation •, and the extremity o f  m y c in  
cumflances compels me to feek a refource in your 
majefty’s bcneticence; and permit me to declare, 
that I enteriain .hopes o f receivi.ig, fuccour from a 
prince whole excellent underftanding will naturally 
lugged to him a juft idea o f the vicWhiudes to which 
human life is expoled, and who will relleft that his 
own elevated nation affords r.o . ^rfefl fecurity 
againlt a change o f fortir<e fimila? to that which I 
have unhappily experienced. 1 muft further ob- 
ferve, that it is the common intereft o f  princes to 
affilt and protect eaclj other, for the fucccfs o f  a  
revolt agamft one prince fisrves to encourage the 
reftlels and factious fpirits o f odier nations to con
fpiracy and rebellion.” The addrcis' o f  Artabanus 
was accompanied with tears and a countenance that 
plainly evinced the dejefcted (late o f  his heart. 
\Vhen Izates underftood that his fuppli- rjieking 
cant was the king o f Arabia, he inltanily 
difmounted from his horfe, and in the 
mod kind and encouraging manner e x 
horted him not lo delpair, out rather to  
cherifh the hope that Divine Providence 
would reftore him to lys former exalted dation. 
“  Be affured, royal Sir ffaid Izatesj, that vou will 
find in me a fteady friend, and a more confiderable 
ally than yoii expetl; for I will re-edablidi you in 
the full poffeffion o f  your former authority, or rc- 
linquifh my own crown in your favour.’ Izate& 
now obliged Artabaims to mount his horfe, declar
ing his intention o f accompanying him on foot, in 
acKnowledgment o f  his fuperiority; but in this A r 
tabanus raufed  to com ply, faying he would in- 
dantly difmeunt if  Izatcs did not u k e  horfe and 
lead the way. /Vt length Izates complied, and con
ducted Arubanus to his palaw , obferving towards 
him every mark o f  diftinftion, honour, and refpeft. 
He complimented him with the fird place at all en
tertainments and other meetings, and in every other 
initance fhewed him the greated re fp eft; for he re
gulated his conduft according to the former date 
o f  Artabanus, without deducting any thing for the 
unhappy revolution o f  his fortune, which he ju flly  
confidered as a circumdance to which every fovc- 
reign was condantly expofcd.

Izates now difpatched letters to the Par- 
thians, earnedly intreating them to re
call Artabanus to his dominions, giving 
his word t)f honour, and oficring,^ if they 
Ihould deem it neceffary, to ratify it by 
the folemnity o f an oath, that, on con
dition o f their compliance} be would be-

t r c i t i  h im  
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A r u b i D u i ,  
b t in g  le f to te d  
t o h U  k in g 
d o m . tc f t if ie i  
h i i  g r a t i tu d e  
10 I ta tc s ,

dirconttnied comc cngagfd ihat a full pardon fhould 
, be eranted for all paft offences. T h rir  

anfwer was rather an evafion than an ablblute refu- 
(al; for they urged, that having elefted a man named 
Cinnamus to the Ibvcreignty, an attempt to difpof- 
Icfs him o f the authority would inflame the popu ace
o an ungovernable outrage. Cinnamus, who had 
)cen brought up under the care and diredion o f  
Artafcanus, was greatly affefted at the miferable 
fituation o f that prince; and being a man o f an ho
nourable and generous difi>olition, he font word 
to him, that i f  he would return he would himfelf be 
anlwerable for his perfonal fafcty, and refign to him 
the fovercign authority. O n this affurance, Arta- 
banus fet out, in order to take {wU’eflion o f his 

kingdom; and on the way he was met by 
Cinnamus, who taking the crown from 
his own head placed it on that o f Artaba- 
nus, faluting 1 ^  by the title o f king, and 
behaving towards him with the greateft 

rcfpeft and revcrence, and the ufual forma ities o f 
ftate. In teftimony o f  his gratitude to Izates for 
having rellored him to his throne, Artabanus grant
ed him the privilege to wear a tiara, and lay on a 
bed refembUng thofe which the kings o f  Parthia 
had the exclufiye right to ufe; and he prcfented 
him with the fruitful and extenfive country o f 
fibis, which had formerly belonged to the kings o f 
Armenia, and was celebrated for 4;ontaining the an
cient city erefc^ed by the Macedonians, and called 
Antioch, but afterwards diftinguilhed by the name 
of Mygdonia.

Soon after the above occurrences, A r
tabanus died, and was fucceeded in the 
government by his Ion Vardanes, who 
foon after his acceffion to the throne en
deavoured to prevail upon Izates to com

mence hoftilities againfl the Rom ans; but he' was 
mafter o f too great a (hare o f penetration to lufi'er 
him felf to be unnecelFarily involved in a war with 
fo powerful and well-difciplined an enemy : he wSs 
bendes, on other accounts, averfe to the nj^eafure 
propofed by Vardanes; for he had fent five ions to 
be mftru6ted in the language and difuipline o f the 
Romans, and his mother had taken up her refidence 
at Jcrufalcm for the benefit o f  devotional exercifes 
in the holy temple. Izates endeavoured to divert 
Vardanes from nis purpole, by frequently repre- 
fenting to him the undoubted bravery and great 
ftrength o f  the Romans, and the lUrprifing explaits- 
they bad perform ed; but Vardanes was To highly 
offended by thefe expoUulations, that he immedi
ately declared waragainft Izates: hut he had caufc 

feverely to regret his intemperate con- 
duft. The reiolution that Vardanes had 
fonncd, and continued to pcrfevere in, 
o f  commencing a war againft the R o 
mans proved lo highly ofFenfive to his 
fubjefts, that they put uim to death, and 

tlefted his brother G otarza to fucceed him in the 
i;overnment. After a fhort reign, Gotarza was 
treacheroufly murdered} and Uic throne was af- 

N o. 19.
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cendcd by his brother, named * Vologefus, who 
gave the government o f  Media to Pacorus, ihc 
elder, and that o f  Armenia to Tiridates, the young
er brother by the father’s fide.

B y the exemplary piety o f  Izates,he acquired the 
reputation oT being a pcrfeHly virtuous and in every 
rel'petl a happy prince; and in confideration o f  the 
happy cc'nfeqiicnces that had rcfultcd from the 
kin g’s change o f  religion, Monobalus, his brother^ 
and his other relations, formed the inten
tion o f  ^l(^ting the cuftoms and manners 
o f  th ^ ^  ews. W hen the nobility and 
oth er principal people o f the kingdom 
learnt what religious principles were en
tertained by the roval family, they were 
inccnfed in the higlieft degree; but they difguifed 
their (entinients, judging they (liould, by fucn cau
tion, find an opportunity o f revenge with the lefs 
difficulty. T h ey  wrote to Abias, the king o f  Ara
bia, reprefenting that Izates had forfeited every 
claim to allegiance from hi.? fubjetls by an* impious 
defertion o f  tne e^ftablifhed religion o f  his country; 
and that they were, therefore, refolved that he 

t^ould not eicape with impunity., T h ey urged A- 
bias to a declaration o f  war againft Iza- AHntrompt. 
tes, promifing hiui great fums o f money, 
on condition o f his compliance, and that 
on the firft encounter they would defert 
their king in the open field. Abius ac
cepted the propofal made to him, and immediately 
marched a formidable body o f  troops againft Iza
tes. W hen the armies arrived within f i^ t  o f each 
other, Izates’s foldiers fled, appearing to be in the 
utmoft coiifternation: the king, however, made a 
(afe retreat to his camp, without betraying any 
marks o f  confufion or abatement o f  his natural cou
rage. Upon making inquiry into the caufe o f  the 
deiertion, he difcovered it to have been a pre-con
certed plot between the enemy and his own fub- 
jefls . Such o f the confpirators a.'j he was able to 
deteft he configned to punifhments adequate to 
their demerits. O n the day following, he gave 
battle to the Arabian army, which he in- 
tirely defeated, committing grea» (laugh
ter upon a part o f  the army, and putting 
the reft to flight: he clofely purfued Abias, 
till he took refuge in the caftle o f Arfa- 
mas; and having reduced this place by 
ftorm, and made booty o f an immenfe trcafure, he 
returned to Adiabena in all the pomp o f conqueft. 
T o  avoid being taken prifoner, Abias put an end to 
his own life.

T he leading men at Adiabena who formed the 
confpiracy againft Izates ftill held the determination 
to purfue their purpofe, notwithftandrng a confci- 
oufnefs that their late treacher^had intircly fubject- 
ed them to the mercy ofutha>dii«jffi:]  ̂ T hey wrote t-o

*  Spanheim o b ferva , that, according to the aadcui coin, tb» 
uamc it  Bolagafct.

H e  p im u b « f  
ttie  t r « i i« n ,  
a n d  lietV au 
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Vologcfiis, the king o f  the Parthians, 
wr^ing that his apoOafy from the religion 

I’ is rountfy  had rendered Itirtc* the 
wimfceitii nbjetl o f univerlkl dctofhtfion to his fub- 

and fuppiicated that mcarures might 
De piirCued for cffetlinK his deftruftion, 

mill that the PartliiHii would iiomihatc foine jicrfon o f 
Ills (>wn tiation to aHiirne the go^^criimcnt, vh ich  
tiK'ir frire(ent kinp was no lon(j;er worthy to poUefR. 
In conlcqiicrK'c heivof, afid without any realonable 
Rround of' quarrel, Vrilogtfu* dottrminert (p  com- 
incnce a wHr againft Izates. T h e  ParthiaiV^jnani- 
ft.Ucd his ituention by a revocation o f  the grants 
which his father Artabawns had made in favour o f 
Izaics, and a menace immediate war if  he nrc- 
fuined to difputc his pleafure. T he conduft o f Vo- 
loRcfus proved highly enibarraflinp to Izates, for he 
confidercd that to be deterred by threats into a com
pliance would be an argument o f meajinefs o f fpirit; 
ihid fari|»rr, that by relinquifhing the privileges 
which had bet'ii fo duly ccJnfirfiicd to him, and 
which he had lo well defcrved, no material advan
tage would he produced, lince it was not probable 
that his acquielcence would induce the Parthian to 
fupprcfs his hoftiie de(igns. A t length he came to a 
rrfolution o f rifking life, honour, and fortune, on 
the illu cof'a  battle, fully depending on the afliftance 
UiiM ptf. Almighty. He k'nt his wives and
|iAics 10 n.eet children to a ralHc o f  great llrength, and 
fliretwwf. cnufed great Hores o f grain and other ne-
ci'lfaries to be removed to the (Ironged forts he pof- 
lelfed; and burnt, or otherwile deftrovcd all the fo
rage, hay, and luch other articles in the neighbour
hood as could not be removed, and which il feized 
by, might have proved Icrviceable to tlie Parthian 
army. H aving tnken the above precautions, Ixates 
waited to receive tlie enemy. N'ologefus had col- 
lefcled an army much more formidable than could

f) o n i b l v  be expetled in l b  fhort a time; and he 
ormed his camp on the banks o f  a river fisparating 
/idiabena from M edia; near the fame fpot I rates 

i ; n c a m p e d  his forces, which confiltcd o f  fix thoufand 
H.M»hiy cavalry. V'ologefus difpatchcd an herald 
ihrti'kof the to inform Ir.ates, that he was preparing to 
Pirthnnkmj. attack him with the whole force of his em- 
pirc, which extetulcd from Baftria to Euphrates, in 
order to punilh him fui having inlblentlv difobeyed 
his commands, and refufed lO acknowleage him as a 
muUer; and that he wus guilty o f an rgrvgious folly 
in depending ft>r fiiccefs upon the D eity he worfhip- 
ped, who had not power to proteft hnn. The an- 
M.«iertr.piy fwer that IzatCT returned by the meflen- 
ot lures, iind gcr was, that in point o f  numbers he did 
hiipiout not pretend to rival V ologefus; but that 

he refigned himfelf to the will o f an 
eternal G od, whole goodtiefs and power furpafi'ed 
jJte narrow liuut/flTSHiinaW corapreheidion. Hav-
Ti)gTlTrrfe\‘t herald, Izates proftrated him fdf
upon the earth, and thus addrcfrea the I^)rd: “  Al- 

TTiighty and ever blcffed G od, whom thy blcflcd fer- 
vants never fupplicate in vain, vouchfafe to extend 
ihy incrcy to thy faithful creature, who now fubmits

h i m f e l f  t o  thy divine will, itifinite goodnefs, and 
almighty power; punifh the impious temerity o f 
thole people who have dared to blafpheme thy fa* 
cred nam e; but this vengeance upon miric ene
mies I do not fupplicate fo much on my own ac
count, as in vindicati<^n o f  the affronted honour 
o f thy holy name.” 'I'he humiliation and prayeri 
o f this truly pious prince proved accept- 
able to the Alm ighty; and on the fame of i>roViiie.;ct 
night the following event happened, which 
deferves to be confidered as a remarka- * 
ble itjdication o f the Divine Providence in his fa. 
vour. Vologetm  received intelligence that the Da- 
h®, and the Sacse (inhabitants o f  Scythia], encou
raged by the king’s abfence, had made an incurfion 
into his dominions, where th«y were em ployed in 
ravage and devaftation: hereupon, V'ologefus led 
liis army in order to repel i^e inviuiers.

Soon after the above A ven ts, I^ tes  
expired in the fifty-fifth year o f  his age, tei* who ap. 
and the twenty-fourth o f  his government, point.hi«kro. 
He left four Ions, biit in acknowledgment 
o f  tl>c integrity o f  his brother in re- him. 
figning the authority that had been cotn- 
nnttecf to him in trufl, he appointed Monobafus to 
furceed him in tlie fovereignty. T he deceafe o f  fo 
ft-uly religious,affectionate, and dutiful a fon eaufed 
great affliffion to Queen H elen ; but the advance 
ment o f Monobafus to the throne afforded fome 
mitigation to her grief. Upon the death 
o f  Izates, the queen retired to Adiabena, durs, and i> | 
but fhe did not long furvive. Monobafus •"'j 
fent the remains o f  his mother and bro- 
ther to be depofited in the three pyra
mids which the queen had erefcied at the diftance 
of three furlongs from Jerufalem. Farther particu
lars refpefling Monobafus will be introduced here
after.

W hile Cufpius Fadus held the govenim ent o f  Ju- 
djea, a pretended prophet, named Theu- Thjuj,, , 
das, perfuaded great numbers o f  people hife prophrt, 
<o takf their mofl valuable efl'e£ls and 
follow him to Jordan, promifing that by a 
fingle word «he would caufe the waters 
to divide, and afford them a dry paffage to the op- 
pofite fhore. He was followed b y  a great miJti- 
tude, but they had fiifficient rcafon to repent their 
fo lly ; for Fadus f'ent againfl them a troop o f  ca
valry, ,by whom many w^rc flain, and others made 
prilbners. The foldiers returned to Jerufalem, and 
the head o f  the impoftor was expofed as a public 
fpettacle.

Cufpius Fadus was fucc^ ded in the go- T ib erim  a .  

vcrnment o f  Juda:a by Tiberius Aluxan- icua r̂tw*. 
der, the fon o f  that Alexander who held 
the office o f  * alabarcha in Alexandria, jX T ” "* 
and who was confidered as the rnoft weal
thy citiren o f  his d w s. Tiberius Alexander apof- 
tatized from the religion o f his anceftors, and was

*  V id e  Tum ebus'i Adverliiria, 1. xxv ii. c . i j .

in
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in other refpefts a mor« pxceptirtnable charaQer 
than his father. A t this time, a terrible famine raged 
in Judsea, when qiicen Helen prortireB corn for 
the relief o f  the people «t an immenfe eypence, as 
wc have already mentioned. Alexatider can fed the 
crucifixion o f  James and Simon, the fons o f  Judas 
o f  Galilee. W hile Cyrenius was employed in tax
ing G alilee, the fuft'erers above-mentioned exerted 
theif end<;avours to fpirit up the Jews to a revolt 
agaiiift the Romans.
An>niMB»<i< Joleph, the fon o f  Camydas was re- 
hî h-picftj moved from the pontifical dignity b yH e-
Cum.nu.r«c. fod , thc king o f  Chalcis, who appointed

Ananias, thc fon o f  Nebcdaius, to fuc- 
H.rnd, w . cecd him. Tiberius Alexander vas fuc-
thtrof Ajrip- ceeded by Cumanus; and about the fame

period died Herod, brother o f  Aerinpa 
the great, leaving the f^ low ing fons; Arirtolnmii, 
by a former wife, and ^ rn ician u s and Hyrcanus, 
by Berenice, the daughter o f  his brother, king A - 
grippa. Claudius Caifar appointed the younger A- 
grippa to fuccecd to thc throve o f  Herod. During 
the government o f  Cumanus, an inftirreflion tool; 
place in Jcrufalem, in which great numbers o f Jews 
vere  dettroycd, as will appear in the following 
chapter.

C H A P .  I I I .

A  great Concourfe o f J E W S  repair to J E R U S A 
L E M  on Occajion o f the Feafl o f the Pafjuver. A 
Soldier offers a Jhm ieful Indignity to the Temple. 
The People throrvn info Confiernation, and in the 
general Diforder Txoenty Thoujand o f them are 
fmothered and trampled to Death. In the Tumult, 
the Books 0/ M O SE S *re found, and iejiroyed hy a 
Soldier. The Offender is (cndevined to lo/e his 
Head.

\ T h e  J e w .  t h e  time now approaching when it 
I niMt u.c«ie- A  IS ufual for the Jews <o celebrate 
i the pafchal feafl, otherwifc called the

feaft o f  unleavened bread, vaft multi
tudes o f  people rcforted to Jenifalcm on occafioii 
o f the feftival. Cumanus judged it prudent to placc 
a company o f  foldiers to guard the temple, and to 
fupprefs any diflurbancen that might arife among 
the populace. His predecefTors had frequently 
taken this precaution t>n fimilar occafion*. O n thc 
indtctni ua fourth day o f the fcflival, a Coldier had 
cfifmiUer, the audacity to cxpofc hiniCslf entirely 
JO* It. dtMd. naked to the public, who were curagt-u 

"to *be highefl degree by this afct o f  inde- 
te n c y , which they confidcred not f’o 

much as a mark o f  d ifre fp tt  to themfclves as a ma- 
nifefl infult to the Alm igfity power to wholie honour 
the feftival was dedicated. Some people, o f  more 
daring fpirits than the reft, attributed the offence 
to Cuma.nus, allcdging that it was not probable thc

foldier would have been guilty o f  fo daring an in. 
folencc without having received entourHgoment 
from »he governor. This difgraeeful imi>utatiori 
proved thc fource ct( great afflitlion and aiig<jr to 
Cimianus} but he exhorted ihc p«)ple, in terms o f  
gclulenefs, to moderate their paflion, and not to 
procccd ty any afls o f violence; but ohferving, that 
inftead o f  appealing, his argument* ferved to in
flame the rage o f  the populace, he commanded the 
troops to march into the caftle o f Antonia, which, 
as we f  already mentioned, commands a view o f 
the tp^ple. Upon perceiving the army advancc, 
the f^ople ajjprehended that they were preparing to 
attack tncm, and the ide» o f danger was To preva
lent that each endeavoured to provide for his own 
fafety by a precipitate retrea^, and the iwlfagcs be
ing narrow, twenty thoul'anci o f them were Htiier 
fmothered or trampled to death in the crowd. 
T h u i did one beaftlynftiori o f a fbldier turn a pub 
lie feltival into a day o f  general farrow, for the 
public no longer attended to their prayers and fa- 
crifices, and other ceremonies, but employed them- 
felves in lamentations and mournings.

Soon after the above unhappy events, 
fucceeded another heavy afflithon to (he 
Jews. A  number o f people who had ef- 
caped from the neighbourhood o f the 
temple, had proceeded to thc diftnnce of 
about an hundred furlongs from tlietown, 
when they met one o f  the emperor’s domeflics, 
whofc name was Stephen; and this man they af- 
faulted and robbed. W hen the circUmftance was 
related to Cumanus, he detached a body o f  troops, 
with a C(Mnmifllion to ravage thc vHlages o f  tljt: 
neighbourhood wherein the faCt was committed, 
ana to make prifoners o f  fomc o f  the principal in
habitants. fn the plunder, one o f  the 
foldiers found the books o f  Mofes, which 
he produced to his companions, and hav- 
ing c-xcrrated the whole Jewrfh people 
and their lawn, with the utmofl virulence 
o f rage, he tore and utterly deftrm-ed 
the books. Hereupon, ti»e Jews aflem- 
bled in great multitudes, and Cumanus 
being at Ga;farea, they repaired diither, and fuppH- 
catcd that juftice might be excrcifed upon ih'* of
fender, urging that they did not confider him as 
dcierving punifhment for the affront to themfclves, 
fo much as for his horrid impiety to the Almighty. 
Cumanus judged it not prudent to deny the ju f
tice claimed b y  the Jews, left a ixjpular revott 
might be the confequencc; and after having con- 
fulted his friends on the matter, be fentcnced the 
offender to have his head "llruck ô .̂

O n *  o f  c , .  
( t r ’ t  d o t r t f .  
lici robh«4, 
h r  w k ic h  C b .  
m a tw i  iMWf 
rc v e a (c .

A  fo M ier d e -  
f tro )  » th e  
b o o iti  o f  
M  f e i ,  f i r  
w h ic h  C u >

unc<4 him lo 
l a b  h i i
I lC lJ .

C  H  A

A Dijfenjion between the J E W S  and S A M A R IT A N S . 
The J E W S  defeated by CUM ANUS. The S A M  A .  
J U fA N S  cmuplain againjl the J E W S . A^/A-

NJAS
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N IA S  and AN /1NUS, with others  ̂ fcnt to R O M f., 
in order fo r  Trial before Ihe Emperor. The Caufe 
heard by C L A U D IU S, luho punjhei the Offenders. 
The Governfnent o f JU D jE A  given to C L A U D IU S  
i E L l X .  CJE.SAk dies, and, it is fitppojed, by 
P(uf<<n. N E R O  declared hmpercr, Hts Cruelties, 

■ ^egives the lej'er A R M E N IA  toA R IST O B U LU S, 
end part o f G A L IL E E , with the Government o f  
other places, to A G R I P P A .

( ^ O O N  after tlu: tumult mcntibkcd in■ " th e  Jew «  n id  
S i i n t r i t t n i  
q u a r r e l .

the precejjling chapter had been ap- 
ppafcd, a terrible dilFcnfio!! happened 

between the Samaritans and the Jews, the particulars 
o f  which we ihall now proceed to relate. W hen the 
( lalileans repaired to Jerufalem to celebrate the pub
lic fcUivals, it was their cultom to pafs through 
Samaria. A s thefe people were going to Jerufalcm 

.(in l<)me public occafion, a.quarrcl took place be- 
iwcen them and the inhabitants o f  a village callcd 
K ais, fituated in the great plain, and under the ju- 
rifdiQion o f  Samaris, and I'cvcral o f the people o f 
Galilee loft their lives in the conteft. T h e  Gahleans 
being incenfed to an excefs o f  rage, requefted Cuma- 
nus to allert their caulic, and he promifed that due 
punilhmcnt fliould be inflifted upon the promoters 
o f  the dillurbance; but they re jea cd a ll terms o f  ac
commodation, declaring their refolution to feck re- 
drefs by arms. In this difpofition they applied to 
other Jews, reprefenting to them that a Hate o f flavery 
was, under the moft favourable circumllances, a life 
o f  infamy, but that with the addition o f  tyranny and 
injultice it becamc whollv intolerable. In Ihort, 
*rhe|ewi»rm animated the other Jews to take up

arms; and Eleazar, the fon o f  Dinaius, 
and ut it. was cletlcd to the chief command. For 

feyeral years Eleazar had been a moun
taineer, and obtained alivelihood by mak

ing incurfions in Samaria. Cumanus marched a p in R  
the Jews with fome fuuadrotus o f cavalry fromSeoafte, 
fo in  companies o f foot, ^ d  a body o f Samaritans 
complete yarm ed; and with thcTe forces he intirely 
defeated them, committing a great flai^hter, and 
taking a great number o f  prifoners.
Methoji uf.d The fituation o f  the Jews was now in 
loDtcifythe cvcry  rcfpcfl. fo truly deplorable, that 
muliitude. Micrc nioft diftiuguifhed for
rank, integrity, moderation, and good Tcnfe, hum
bled themlelves in fackcloth and aflieai, .and EervenUy 
appealed to heaven to avert the dreadful calamities 
'which ftill fcemed to be fufpendcd over their heads. 
T h ey  reprefentcd the definlate ftate o f their country, 
the eventual deftru&ion o f  the temple, and flavery 
o f  their wives and children to nations addidedto 
jro fan e  religioMrj^iiaflwring their countrymen by 

religion, co^unfry, liberties, fainilies 
and laws, to moderate their extravagant pailions, 
I'upprefs all farther dcfigns o f war, and peaceably re
turn to their relpcftivc habitations. Tiie arguments 
xnadcul^oi had tbe d<;fircdcficd upon tlic commou

people, who gradually difperftd ; and the mountain
eers teturnea to their former quarters, ajid conti
n u e d  to follow their illegal and rapacious courfe o f  
living. From this period Judaa bccamc a recepta
cle for robbers.

Numidiiis Quadratus*, the governor o f Tht s.mari- 
Syria, being 'at this time at T y re , the umuiubit 
principal people o f Satnaria went thither, 
and exhibited a complaint to him againfl g»yt,Uet,t 
the Jews, charging them with having fcL »*»in(t(he 
fire to, and plundered their villages; and J**“ - 
alledging that they were not fu fenribly afJ’e6 ed  by 
the injuries thcmfelves fuftained, as by the contcinpt 
fliewntothe fupreme authority o f  the ftate oi R om e, 
which pofleU'ed the' exclufive right o f  taking cogni
zance o f all difturbances arifing within the province 
they inliabited. H avingniadethcircharge, Dtfen«ofihe 
they demanded juftice umin tl>c delin- jew«, whare- 
quents. T he Jews now a^refTed the go- 
vernor, accufing tlieir adverfaries with '  
being the firft promoters o f  the tumult, and feverely 
arraigning the conduQ  ̂ o f Cumanus, who, they al- 
fertcd, inftead o f punifliing the authors o f  the riot, 
had been induced by bribes to connive at their bar
barous proceedings. Having heard the accufation 
and defence, Quadratus told the parties, that he 
•̂ tv'ould go into Juda:a and inform hunfelf o f  thp real 
ftate o f  the fafcts, and then pronounce TheSjmir:- 
judgment according to the merits o f  the «»• «ijudgeii 
caule. In a fliort time Quadratus went to *’’■ 
Samaria, and the matter in difpute being fubmitted 
to his decifion, he pronounced that the Samaritans 
were the original fomenterS o f  the tumult. Informa
tion being made to him that a defign had been con- 
ceivad among the Jews for promoting an infurreClion, 
he condemned feveral o f the prifoners who had been 
taken by Cumanus to be put to death.
From Samaria Quadratus went to Lydda, 
a borough o f  fo much corffideration that 
it might have pafled for a capital city, 
and again heard the caufe o f  the Samari
tans, pne o f whom charged an eminent Jew named 
Dortus, and four others o f the fame tribe, with hav
ing endeavo*>red to fpirit up the people to an infur- 
re a io n ; and thefe men he caufed to be put to death: 
Ananias, the high-prieft, and Ananus, the captain, 
he fent in bonds to Rom e, to which place he aHo 
fent-tnany o f  the principal Samaritans and Jews, with 
Cumanus, the governor, and Celer, tht tribune, in 
order for trial before Ga:far. Quadratus now went 
to Jerufalcm, where he apprehended further diftur
bances wouldarife, but finding the people in pcrfed 
tranquillity, and the attention o f  the Jews wholly 
occupied in their religious ceremonies, he repaired 
to Antioch.

T h e parties being arrived at Rom e, a 
time and place were appointed for trial, 
and in all probability iudgment would 
have been pronounced in favour o f

T t io
h u r d  a t  L y d 
d a .  D o r tu s  
an d  o th e r s  p u t  
to  d e a th .

C I» u d i« «  o r 
d e rs  (h e  
t o c u n c b e f t r c  
h im .

* A ccor/ii^  to Salmafiut. Umjdiu* C^uadiatus. V id e  his thji 
tation* upon Spartianuit
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S e n ten c e  a n i  
pun iO ^m ent o f  
t b t  S a m a r i -  
t i n s ,  i i c .  « n i  
f e l i x  m ad e  
lo v e rn o r  &f 
judci.

Cumanusandthe Samaritars through ihe powerful in- 
tcrcd theyhad made with Casfiir and the freemen, 
bad it not been for the iiiterpofition o f  Agrippa the 
younger, who ob lf rving that the Jews were in dan
ger o f  being opprcdca by the luperior power o f 
iheir adverfaries, iarneftly intreatcd Agrippina to 
prevail upon her hulband Claudius to grant an im
partial hearing o f the caufc; and pafs judgment 
uporf thoic who fhould appear to have oeen the offen
ders. In confequence o f  the interceffion o f  A grip
pina, Claudius confented that the matter in dilpute 
ihould be brought before him in proper form. I rom 

the evidence that was adduced on the 
trial, he adjudged the Samaritans to be 
guilty, and condemned them to fufl'er 
death) Cumanus he ff“ntcnced to banilh- 
mont, andCeler, the tribune, to be con
veyed to Jenifelem, and dragged through 

the Ilrcets till he exp ired \an d  he nbmiiiated C lau
dius Felix, the .brother of Pallas, to aliume the go
vernment o f  Judica.
Cifar tonfrrt In the twelfth y^ar o f  his reign, Capfar 
pat honouri appointed Agrippa to the tetrarchv which 
•nAgripp*. Philip had held, and o f  liatana'a, with 
Trachonitis and A bila*, which had been the tetrar- 
chy o f  Lylanias : but he removed him fiom ('halcis, 
after he had enjoyed that government four years.’ 
After the great honours and advantages beftowed 
upon him by Ca;Iar, this young prince married his 
■li ter Drufilla to A zizus, king o f the Kmefenes, who 
had been converted to the Jewifh religion. iJrufilla 
had been betrothed to Epinhanes, the fon o f  Antio- 
chus, on the condition o f  his profelling Judaifm ; 
hut upon his refufal to comply with the terms, the 
rontratt was diHolved. Another {ifler, named Ma- 
riamnc, he clpoulcd to Archelaus, the fon o f Chel- 
tias, to whom fhe had been promifed by her father 
Agrippfl : and a daughter, named lieren’tcc, v'as tlie 
illue o f this marriage.

Soon after their union a feparation took 
place between Drulilla and A/.izus. She 
was admired as the nv)lt beautiful ^oman 
o f her lim e: mid Felix, the governor o f 
Juda-a, b«‘came violently enamoured o f 

He informed a Jew, named Simon, who was

r>tufilla dc-
Ic r is  h e r  i tu f t  
iind A z iz u ; ,
M .d m a r i l r i

nor.
his particular friend, »ud a man highly celebrated as 
a magician, o f the pafhon he had conceived; enjoin
ing him to c.\ert his endeavours to prevail upon Dru- 
hlia to defert her hufband and marry him, and to 
allure her, that if (Jic conlented, he wt>uld make her 
the molt happy woman ujx.n earth. Drulilla was pre
vailed upon to rencunce her religion, abandon her 
hufband, and nuirry Felix : and to this fhe waspartly 
Hiduced by the delire o f  avoiding all further uncafi- 
nefs from her filler Berenice, who envied her the 
poffeflion o f  the lu]>crior attraBions o f  her perfon. 
lly  Felix, Drufilla had a fon named Agrippa, who in 
the time o f  Tit.us Ca;far, logeiiier with his wife, fell a

•  Aheana, bnt Abila fecmi to bc the truf reading. V ide B«rk«- 
lius u}>on Step. Bryzaiit. p. 9.

No. 19.

B e r fn ic f i  f ttf-  
jx  :eii o l »v 
Cf.h
h e r  h u U x itd .

farrificf* to a violent eruntion o f  Mount Vcfuvius, 
we. fliall hereafter paitirfflarly relate.

Berenice for a confiderable tinig fur- 
vived Herod, to whom fce was both wife 
and niece. A  report being circulatcd that 
a criminal intercourfe iubliftrd between 
hex and her brother, flie judged that the mofl cffec 
tuid method for r.learing lierlclf froni the horrid find 
flanderous accufation ofincefl, would be to prevail 
upon Polemon, king o f Cdicia, toembraee Jtidaifm, 
and uniu^ffcrfelfto liim in marriage. In confidera.- 
tion o^iTer great wealth, Polemon accepted the pro- 
pofals of B eren ice; hut flie foon defertcd him, and 
he then abandoned the princi^>lcs ofou r religion.

Mariamne was not more virtuous than 
her fillers; for fhe quitted her hufl)and 
Archclaus, and efpouied Demetrius, the moll con- 
fiderable Jew o f  Alexandria, both on account o f his 
family and wealth. He held the office o fa la b a rch a j 
o f Alexandria. B y Demetrius, Mariamne had a fon 
named Agrippinus, o f  whom we fliall have occaflon 
to fpealv- in the fequel.

A fter a reign o f thirteen years eight D«.hofci.«. 
months and twenty days, Claudius Ctefar <iiui, iuppoW 
departed this life ; and it was violently 
fulpetlcd that his wife had adminiflered poifon to 
him. She wa'S daughter o f C.ennanicas, the brothejr 
o f the emperor ; flie was fr fl married to one of the 
molt coiifidcrable men o f Rome, named Domitivw 
^'nobarbus, to whom fhe bore a fon called aft't  lus 
father, but whole name was changed to that o f N ero , 
upon being adopted into the family o f  Claudius. 
After the deceafe o f Domitius, Agrippina remained 
in a flate o f widowhood a coufideraDle time before 
fhe was efpoufed bv Claudius. B y  a former wife, 
named Meffiilina, Claudius had Britannirus + and 
O d a v ia ; being jealous o f Meflalina, he caufcd her 
to be put to death. The eldeft o f this emperor's chil
dren was ,'\.ntx)nia, the iflue o f a marriage with Pctro* 
nia, and he efpoufed her to Nero.

In or4 er to f<*cure the fucceflion to her 
fon Nero, Agrippnia contrived the death 
both o f her hufband Claudius and Britan- 
nicus, who was fornicrly-called Gcrmani- 
cus. Immediately upon the deceafe o f  
the emperor, fhe made iniereft with Burrhus, '•ap- 
tain of the guards, the principal officers, tribunes, 
and other leading people, to convey Nero to the fol- 
diers, and declare him fucccffor to the throne. The 
firlt action which rendered him remarkably odious 
after his advancement to the fevereign power, was 
the caufing Britannicus to be poifoned. A  few years 
after that cruelty, he reqiiited his mother f(.)r having 
'iven him exiftence, aud poifefTion o f  the empire, 
jy  murdering her in a public and niofl barbarous 

manner. He alfo efl'etled the death o f his wife'Ocla- 
via, as well as o f many i« i fwinrtnji^ily d iftin gu ifh ^  
by their rank in life, and a proper

K c ro  p r9 -  
c U im M  r r a .  
p e ro r ,  
p io v e i  ■ 
c i'u c l ty ra p f .

J O r principal govcrudr o f  the Jews. Vide Turncbuft's Adverfari.i. 
1. *x . c. i t j .  t  Sc«Notciupoii T a’citu*, by Rvckin*; p.

6 C principles



378 T H E  W H O L E  G E N U I N E  W O R K S  OF J O S E P H U S .  [Book XX.

a tid  
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tu ic i l ,  i i id  
I r u th  p r e f e r -  
r t d t o  b ^ th .

principles o f  honour and i a ^ r i t y ; endeavouring to 
exculc his barbarity by abf^ d  and improbable pre
tences that they liac! concerted plots againlt his life. 
Hilt it is uoncceflary todtvrll on this Uibjc£l, the life 
olJiJtfro havingalrcady employed the pens o f  divcfs 

biftorians. Different wHtershave fpokrn 
o f  N ero according to their refpedive 
prejudices, fome navinj^ extravagantly 
commended bis gopd ijualitirs, and others, 
with equal violenrc, having i^xecrated bis 
bad o n es; but, indeed, a mo>  ̂ fcrupu- 

lous regard to truth has not been obfervSi, in the 
hitlories o f  preceding emperors. It is my bufinefs 
to ccinbne m yfclf wilbift n e  limits o f truth in every 
i)^ilance; to touch but lligluly on matters not imme
diately conneded wiih the plan o f this biltory, but 
to be more particular and diHufive as to what con- 
ccrns our nation, candidly acknowledging wherein 
VC have defervcd cenlure, and faithfully recording 
the dillreflia we have experienced, 
covernmenti Tcncw our narrativc; in thefirft
btrtoweiioti year o f the reign o f  Nero, died Azizus,
Auftobutm the king o f  Emcfenes, and he was fucceed-
•nd Agriirpi. brothcr. N ero bellowed the
IcITcr Armenia upon Arillobulus, the Ton o f Herod, 
king o f  Chalcis. A  part o f Galilee, Tiberias, Tari-, 
chear, with Julius beyond the Jordan, and fourteen 
villages annexed to the fame jurifditU gn, he iu+)jett-' 
cdtoth e government o f  Agrippa.

C H A P .  V.
The Robhers and Imppjlors of JU D /EA incrrafr. 

F E L IX  employs D O R A  to ejjdl tkeDraihof J O N A 
T H A N , and he is fiahbed Ey -Rnjiam. The People 

feduted by a JalJe Prcphel. The Mnltiiude difperfrd, 
but the Impojlar rjcapes. A Contention between the 
J E  PT5  of CJF-SA REA and the S YR IA N S. The 
poniifical Dignity conferred upon IS M A E L . D ivi-  
Jions among the Iligh-Priefls^

]u 4 ie a  in fe ll  
rU w ith  ro b -  
h f t t

r ' l l  E fuuation o f  affairs in Jud<ca be- 
A. came daily more diilrelling; every 

.nj >m- pan o f the coulitry being infeftcd with 
robbers and fedncers, notwithltanding 

F elix  fcarcely permitted a day to clapfe without con
demning fome o f them to the punifhinents due to 
their crnnes. O ne o f the molt confidcrable o f thefe

Ecoplc -was Eleazar, the fon o f  Dina:us, being the 
;adcr o f a formidable iroop o f  robbers : Felix got 

this man into his power by i ie following flratagem: 
he gave him an invitation to come over to Jiim  ̂ pro- 
mifing in the moll folemn manner that he entertained 
no defign to enfpare him, and that he fliould, in 

^ v ,e r y  refpefcU J^T¥r*«*'ihitc of perfefcl freedom and 
“T aieiy '- (JfiflTOix betrayed the faith repofed in him, 

andient Eleazar in bonds to Rome. 
jouidiAngiTCi It was through the iniercefTion o f  Jona- 
t r i f o j i y  » d - than, the high prieft, that the emperor 
»we»icu*. bad bellowed the government o f  Juda:a 

3

upon F elix : Jonathan, therefore, conRdering that 
t h e  public mifchicfs arifing from mal-adniiiiiflration 
would be charged on himfelf, was induced (rcquently 
to expofhilate with Felix, with a view »o eficct a re
formation in his condutt. It is the difpolition of 
men of abandoned principles to conceive an av.erfion 
towards thole who offer good advice, which, how 
friendly foever the intention, confcioiis guilt repre- 
fent-s as malevolence and reproach.. 'I’liis proved the 
cafe with Felix, who revolved in his nund a variety 
o f mcafures for removing. .]onathan, and at length 
communicated his purpofe to a man in Jeiulalem  
named Dora, who was held in-gfeat ellimation by 
the high-prielt. Felix promifed Ut>ra a confidcrable 
fum of money, on condition of his dl'et ting the death 
o f Jonathan ; obfisrving that no dillicultv would oc
cur in procuring rulfians who would willingly exe
cute the bufinefs. J e r u l^ in  waŝ  at thiy wh., cmfti 
timeinfefled by a defpe/^te gang o f bra- h.m t. te 
voes, provided with daggers concealed * 
under their garments; and Dora employed thefe 
rufKans to execute tht barbarous commiflion he had 
accepted from Felix. In their ufual difguife o f pil
grims the robbers difperfed thcmfelves among the 
riends, and thofe who compofed ..he train m the 

 ̂ hi.gh-prieft; and, availing thcmfelves o f a favourable 
'  opportunity, they flabbed him amidfi theconcourfe 

o f people by whom he was furrounded, and then the 
whole party efcaped. The impunity which the per
petrators o f this norrid and facrilegiouy murder ex 
perienced, proved an encouragement to other ini
quities o f  a fimilar k in d ; for it became cuflomary 
for ruffians, in the difguife o f  pilgrims, T h .d ifru ift 

to commit murders at public feltivais, ot piigF.m* 
either from revenge, avarice, or other ufud for m»r. 

m otives; and this prattice was not con-  ̂
fined to the feveral parts o f the city, for 
the holy temple itfeU was no protefclion agiinft the 
moll abominable impiety aiul facrilege.
After the favred hqufe o f the Almighty 
liad been degraded from its original llate 
o f  purity, it is not wonderful that his wrath ftiould fall 
upon Jerufalem; that,he fliould deliver the city into 
the power t)f the Romans, to be punifhed by expia
tory flames; and that he fhquld condemn the whole 
nation o f  the Jews, with theiV wives and ofFsprip; ,̂ 
to bondage and afllitlion, in order to convince then, 
by fo judicial a punifhment, o f their abominabl-’ 
iniquite^

Befides the violences committed by robbers, the 
people fuftained great mifchiefs from the impofitions 
o f  pretended magicians and other impoflors, who le- 
duced the populace to follow them into fblitudes and 
deferts, under pretence o f  fliewing them miracles: 
but they had caufe feverely to regret their credulity 
and fo lly ; for Felix caufed a number o f them to be 
taken into cuflody, and put to death. A  An Egvp-iai
man canie from ^Egypt at this time, aud impoHor ae-
pretending to pofliefs the gift o f  prophecy, ^
invited the people o f Jerufalem to follow iFp,,’
liim to the fummit o f  Mount O livet, fituated 
about the diftance o f five furlongs from Jerufalcnn:

promifii'H

M i f e r k i  o f  
th e  jew *  » r -  
c o u u fed  fo r.
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proinifinR that upon his pronouncing certain words, 
they Ihoukl fee the walls fall to the earth, afford
ing them a free paffage to enter "the city. W hen 
FiMix received intelligence o f  what the impodor had 
jiropofed, he ordered his troops under arms, and, 
with a numerous body o f horfe and foot, he prefently 
iittacked the uuiliitude by furprife, putting four 
hundred to death, and making prifoncrs o f two hun- 
dreck; but noiwithltanding the moll vigilant fcarch 
was made, the Egyptian impoflor efcapcd. 
nreadfuimif- The robbcrs, and other abandoned mif- 
ci.iff. hy ihe crcants, exerted their utmofl endeavours 
«,bhcr . t o  engage the people in an inliirreftion 
againft the RoTuans, whonuheyfcprcfented asoppref- 
iive to an intolerable degree. T h ey travcrfcd the 
counlrvj making fboil o f  the property, and burning 
ihe haoitations o f  thofe who refufed to unite with 
them in oppoling the poi^-r o f the Romans.
Contertion p e r i\ l a Contention lopk place
hai»eenth« bctwcen 1 1C Ca*fart'an Jcws and the Syri-, 

ans, on the force o f certain >riviU‘KCs. 
fĉ ruim.' '  Cit^area ellabli hed their

claim o f preference in the rigiu o f  Merod, 
their king, as the original founder o f the city. The S y
rians inliited that, nrcyious to the ellabliflunent o f the 
city o f  Herod, andtoits being inhabited by Jews, the 
place had exi Ited under the denomination of the T ow ef 
o f Straton. The governors o f the adjacent provinces 
being informed oi the prevailing commotion, cauled 
the inccndiaries o f  both parties to be apprehended 
and whipped; this puniflimcnt produced a fufpenlion 
o f the tunnilt for lome time ; but the difpute was, at 
length, revived by the Jews o f  Cai'farea, who, prid
ing themfclves in their riches, calumniated and r«- 
proachcd the Syrians, who replied with no inferior 
degree of acrim on y; for they were encouraged to 
a boldnefs o f ojppofitiun by a confcioufneis that 
many of the foldiers in the fervice o f Rome were 
M a n y  o f  t h e  attached to their caufc. From words they
pirim killed proccedcd to annoy each other by calling
indwoui dcd. o f Hones, and the quarrel was continued
till inanyon each fide were flain and wounded ^butthe 
M i l  c h i l l i .  Jewshad eoidkierably the advantage. The
f c .  i h t f e d u i -  contention.-fiaving increalijcL to a kind o f
0U-, ]cw», FelixA-Qmmanded the Jews to decHne
all farther animolities^ butfindingthat they treatedhis 
authority with contempt, he ordered his troops to 
march againll them, and the confeauence was, that 
many o f  the Jews lofl their lives, ana a much greater 
nuusber were t4ken prifoncrs. Feliy gave the foldiers 
pcrmiflion to plunder, and they rifled feveral o f the 
molt conliderablc houfes o f  property to a great 
amount. I'hofe Jews who were moft remarkable 
for moderation and honour, dreading dill more fatal 
confequences, folicited Felix to recall his troops, 
that the X)ifenders might have the opportunity o f  re- 
poiiting o f their rafh and inconfiderate conduct; and 
he complied with their requcft.
T h e h i ? h -  ^ ” 6 Agrippa advanced
fiieih oppieft Ifmacl, the fon o f  Phabeus, to the ponti- 

cilsm fical d ignity; and the high-priefti now 
deuthed  ihemfelves from the intereil o f

*!ie p tic i 
•I j.iiry.

/

the other pricfls, and the governors and the princi
pal officers and inhabitants o f  Jer iifalem. Each o f  
the high-pricfts procured the attendance o f  a guard, 
compofcd o f  the moll intrepid and (c'ditious people 
they could fe le tl: and they vilified their aavcrfa- 
ries in the mofl provoking term.<;, and molefledthcm 
by calling Hones. So fhameful was the condutl of 
the magillrates, in negletting to reflrainthe infolcncc 
o f the high-pnefls, that, by means o f their agenti, 
they defhoyed the barns and foizcd the tithes be
longing t ^ h e  other priefls, many of the poorer fort 
o f  whcrfrTaftually perilhcd for want o f food. Had 
no oruer o f  government been edablifhed, they could 
not have proceeded to grcaier extremities.

C H A P .  VI.

B E R Y L L U S  ohtaim a Maridak for disfranchijivf; the 
JE W S. "jUD/EA infrjied by Braziors and Rr^- 

hrrs. A C k l'P F A  coiijtrnn  ̂ a Palace commnndwg 
a view o f the Tewpk: and the JEWS'ereH a Wail 
to inte^Ytpt the Sight. F E S T V S  orders thr Wall to 
be dejlroyed. The J E W S  appeal to C ^ S /iK , wAo 
dftei-viines in their Favour. J O S E P H  advanced to 
tht Pontifical Dignity.

F e f tu i  fu c -  
c « d .  F e l i i  M  
gov a m o r .

'^ ''H E  emperor having now transferred 
X  the government from Felix to For

tius Feflus, fome of the m oirconfiderable 
o f the Cicfarcan Jews repaired to Rome in order to 
exhibit accufations againft Felix for the exercife o f  
tyranny and injuflice; and their reprelentations mufl 
inevitably have produced hi.s deflruttion, but for the; 
interference o f  his brother Pallas, who being in high . 
eflimation with Nero, folicited and obtain<;d his 
pardon.

Tw o dillinguifhed Syrians o f Casfarea Mtnd«tff.)r 
applied to Beryllus, who had been pre- »̂ir»nchirtu* 
ceptor, and now held the office o f  Greek 
fecretary to N ero; and, by an immenfe futn o f 
money, prevailed upon him to procure the emper
or’s mandate for disfranchifing the Jew.i, and for 
revoking the privileges and inuininitits o f  the city 
o fC x fa rea , which they claimed in common with 
the Syrians. This mandate is to be confidered as the 
caufe o f all the miferies which we afterwards expe
rienced; for the CaifarQan Jews were thereby in
flamed to greater violence, nor did their relllcfs dif. 
pofitions iubfide till they were involved in all the 
calamities o f an open war.

Upon the arrival o f Fclhis in Jud»a, he JudKA infeftr4 

found the country ravaged and laid wafte, h  «deiii«riie 
the people compelled to defert their habi- 
tations, the land over-run by g r ^ t  numbers o f rob
bers, who fet fire to, ;llid‘ [miiiiiiered houfcs. aiuL—  
committed every other kind o f  erflll-muy WUiout 
controul. T hcfe defperadocs were callcd Sicarii*,

Vide Diufus dc Tribut Sc îs Judxorum, 1. 11. c. 24.
from
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Aiî irapoflor 
i i i i i  h i t  foU  
kmcri il»- 
f lro y e d  b y  
1-eftu f.

from the word Sica, fignifyinethe weapon they iifrd, 
wiiich was curving towarais the point, and otherwilc 
made after a form bctwccm the Pcrfian fcymeter, 
and the Roman falchion. It was the cuftom o f thefc 
bravoes, on public days, when the people refort<*d 
fo the city, to difpcrfe themfelves amongft the mul- 
tinide and perpt;trate the moll horrid murders: at 
other times they attacked towns and villages, and 
fubjefted the unfortunate inhabitants to the molt 
ciucl extremities o f  fire and fword.

A  famous importer lived afS^is time; 
he fcduced great numbers o f  the''people 
intothe.abfurd notion that if  they followed 
him into a certain wildcrncfs, tiiey fliould 
be no longer fu b jcS  to the uiisfornincs 

and accidents o f  life. However, Feftus ordered the 
proceliion to be iutcrccptcd by a ftrong detachment 
o f  horfe and foot, who purliied and put to death the 
I'educer and his credulous difciples.
Tti«]e*v, Near the porch o f the roj'al palace at 

Jerufalem, formerly belonging to the Af- 
ucf t A g r i p p a  caufcd a

fuperb cdifice to be connruded. Being 
lituated on an eminence, it commanded a 

prof{)c8. o f  the city; and from the king’s bed-cham- 
PLT pvightbe pcrccivcd all that paffed in the temple. 
T his circuinftance proved highly oH'oniive to the prin
cipal jew s ; for our law does not allow our religious 
ccremonics, particularly the facrifices to be expofed. 
T i) intercept the view from the king’s bed-chambcr, 
the Jews ercfcled a wall before the feats, which in- 
cloied the interior part o f  the temple toward the 

v.vcft, and it likcwife concealed the galleries without 
the temple on the other (ide, whew the Roman 
guards are llattoncd on public days, for preferving 
tranqiiiUity. Agrippa was liighly offended with the 
Jews lor building the wall, and Keltus was Hill more 
i’o; and the latter ordered them immediately to de- 
Itroy i t : but they repHcd, that they would fooner 
rcliiiquifli their lives, than coinmit any violence 
upon their temple; and they requcfled that, bcfoie 
nny incafures xvere pud'ued againll them, they 
m ight be permiLted to appeal to Caviar, through the 
Tftcempctor agency o f tfcputies) aiui Keitus cojn- 
tcing«(i|*ai- plied with their dcfire. The^'iH>ininaie<i 
•'* {*'■' , ten eminent ciiiKcns, with Ifm wl the lueh-

' '  priert, and Chrlcias the trtafurer o f the 
letnple, aseommifliouersto reprclent their 

cafe to Nero. Popjia^a, the ciTvjjerur’s wife, a wo
man i>f great piety, and a 1‘riend to the Jews, inter- 
ceckd with N ero, ai d  prevailed ujxm him toautho- 
rife the continuatice ot the wall. T he emprels dc- 
tkincd Ifmael -and Cliclcias as hoftages, but the ten 
A,npp..r,nf. deputies w c^  i)(.'r«>ittt:<l U) rctuni Agrip- 
lentbciwn- pa, oemg ujformca tliat tlip Jews had 

gained tlwir fuit, beftowed the pnntificiiie 
upon KlSpH^^aviierwilc namcd-Cabis, the 

T oiTT Jr^  iiLin',’ t?ho had formerly'Cnjoyed the dignity 
o f  the liigh-pricflhood.

mi« 
to nu>4

■trhc P*vere. 
m t n t  i c t l  
hifhfr eft. 
Ivocxt «jalii 
c h a n g c d .

'i A l. AlTamonxn,

C  H A  P. VII.

A L B JK U S fucc'crds F E ST U S. J N A N U S  m.'Jt
JIigh~PricJl. His violent Mea/urn. A G R IP P A  
proiaotes 'JESUi>f ihc Son (\J t)AM .N £U S, to tht 
Jligh-Prujlltood, end mlargis C/E.SAKEA P JH -  
I J P P I .  ConflniBs a fuperb Thratre at 
TU S. A L B IN U S fuccrcdrd by G E SSIU S FLO -  
Rl/S. The Temple cmpUted.  ̂ The Origin, (hia- 
l i f  cations and Nuviber o j the IIigh~PricJls.

U P O N  the deccafe o f  Fcflns, N ero 
conferred the govcrnnieul. he had 

enjoyed inxjii Albinus. A t th i fame 
period Agrippa difplaccd. Jofeph,and pro
moted Ananus, the fon o f Ananus, to luc- 
cced him iiTthe pontificat'h' T he elder Ananus was 
conlidefcd as one o f the^moft h ^ p y  men on earth j 
for hfc had five Ions, who liiccelilyciy enjoyed the 
pontificate afttr him and thia m'us what no other 
man could boall. Anar.us, the fon, was o f  a vin- 
ditlive, fierce and haughty temper^ he profclled the 
p rincip lesof the Saddiicecs, 'aJio, as we have already 
obferved, wpre a feCl remaikable for .̂heir ccrlbri- 
<nus and uncharitable difpofuions. After the death 
o f  Feflus, and previous to the arrival o f  his fuftcef- 
for Albinus, Ananus adcmbied a coun
cil, and cited Janies, the brother o f 
ChriAs and t)thers to ajjpcar, and anfwcr 
to an accufadon o f having committed 
blafphemy, and violated the U w ; and in 
confequence o f this charge tl>cy were fentenccd to 
be (toned. T jie  C9ndu6l o f  Ananus, with to
thefe fuppofed offenders, proved highly dilgulting 
to thofe citizens whofe fentimcnts were regulatea 
l>y motives o f  piety, and a due regard to the laws; 
and they privately tranfmittc4 a reprefemation o f 
the cafe to the king, requeuing that A J ^ us might 
be reprimanded, in order to deter him from a repe
tition o f  his unjiillifiable condufcl. T he matter was 
aUb related to ;\lbinus, thtyi on his journey to A lex
andria, to wjiom the letters V'*t n>rt|j, th^t the parties 
could not be legally conflcmiu'd '.vithout his corn ur- 
rencc, and tlval therefore Anaij,us had been guilty o f 
ufiirping his authority and_vio|aiing the Aiunus de
law. Highly incenfed againit the high- poWbyA- 
jrieft, Albinws wrote to him a nienacu!g 
ettq^Jlrongly exprelTivc o f his difpleafurct^ and on 

thcttxpiratiun o f  three inonlhs, king Agrj'ppa de- 
pofed Ananus from the pontificate, and appointed 
J q fc )  the fo n o f  Damneus, to a<ffwme thaidiKnity,
> Bmon the arrival o f  Albinus at JerufaTem, he 
caufed a confiderable part o f  'the robbers to be put 
to death, and exerted his utmpli endeavours to rc-> 
flore the province to a ftate o f tmnquillity. Ananus 
frequently complimented Albinus and the high- 

' pried with ptefetits, and in many other inftancci 
fhewed them great rcfpe6i : and he gained the parti
cular elteem o f the people by his affable and gan«*-

r o u s !

AnimiJ CJirfw 
In m e i .  t h e  
b r o th e r  o f  
J c f u i ,  fo  b e  
( t a n t i .
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T h «  fe rv in t*  
o f  A i i in u i  
p tu a i lc r  t h t  
p t i c i b .

{ rc l 'i  o f  th e  
c o b b c ri .

rous difpofuion: but he entertained a number o f  
-jirofligate domeftics, who, uniting with 
others o f  e(jually abandoned principles, 
broke into the .barns belojiging to the 
priefts, and ftole their tythes, cruelly 

beating and wounding fuch as oppofed them; in 
confequence hereof the Y>riefts, who had no means 
o f fubfiftence but their tenths, were reduced to the 
moll«;xtretnc diftrefs.
MifcWevimt  ̂ holldav-evc the robbers pri-
aai.nd vately gained admittance to the city, 
aurmtejpro. ,̂̂ (1 furprifod tbc foH o f Ananus, the 

high-pricft, who held the office o f  lecre- 
tary to Eleazar, a military officer, and 

having confined him in bonds, they carried him off. 
'J'hey difpatched a mrffage tb Ananus, pcopofing 
that on condition o f  his prevailing upon Albinus to 
difmifs from his cuflody^en o f  their adbciatcs, they 
would reftore ^bcir pfiftJfeer to liberty. Albinus 
forcfaw that a compliance with the requcU wOuld be 
jrodutlivc o f ill confequenccs : but yet, in a cafe o f 
To prefiing a nature, lie couU  not rcfufe. T he re- 
detnption of' Ananus's fon proved a dangerous pre
cedent; for the defperadoes were perpetually in
venting ftratagems for tnaking pnfoners o f the rela
tions o f  Ananus, for the purp()fe o f  redeeming their 
companions. T h ey  greatly increafed in number* 
amHffrength, and committea the ujoft terrible deva- 
{lations throughout the country.

Ca;iarca Philippi" had now been confi- 
derably enlargea by king Agrippa, who, 
in honour o f  Nero, had given it the ap- 
peUation 6f Neronias. A t Berytus he 

fupcrb theatre to be erefled at a great 
and he endowed the building with aii im- 

mcnfc fum o f m oney, for the purpole o f  annual ex- 
hibition.s, and for providing corn .fnd oil to be dif- 
tributed among the people at a certain proportitm 
by the bead. H e enriched the city with curious 
ftatues, a moft valuable col!c?;fir)h o f antique nieces, 
the produtlions o f the inoft capital artifts, ami other 
pitlures: this town, in fliort, was^the recV ptvle  of 
the moft curious and vuljitiblc articles in tne king
dom. Agrippa was rcWncrcd extremely unpo nilar 
by Iris partiality to lii^ytus; his fubjetls con ider- 

'clves iiighly Aggrieved by the king’s divelt-

A g rlp p i* t
(upfrb'tl.CA.
t i e  a tB c r j r -
fUk.

cuufed a 
expence;

ftances o f the Jews were Siftrrwards continually verg
ing fiill nearer to the extreme o f mifery.

Albinus having receiNxti intelligence t'. >rus m«ile 
that GefTius Kloruj .was appointed to'fuc- »»'«*>«■• 
ceed him, determined, as the' molt ofFcctual means o f 
obtaining the efteem of the people,''lo'executc juflioe 
upon the offenders who had'bcen apprehended and 
committed to prifon. He ordered the prifoncr.s u> 
be brought into his prefcnce; and pronbunccd iudj^ 
ment tipoiyhcm  according to their degrees o f  cn - 
m ir a lity ^ ic h  as were acculed only o f  ,,i ,im.i ci.. 
flight ;^ en ce s, he difmilK*d on their pny- mmryef an 
ing Hne.s and he fcntenced thofe to death 
againff whom fufficicnt e\*idencc was adduccd to 
prove the commHTion o f  capital crimes. Thus by 
clearing" the jaii.s did he, funer the country to be 
over-run by rol>bcrs and other abandoned charac
ters. The Cnging men o f the tribe o f 
l^evi petitionca Agrippa for jicrmiflion oMain ctrui:} 

to ufe the linen ftole, which only the

firiefls had then a right to wear; urging, that 
rom a compliance with their rcqucfl he would de

rive immortal honour. The king fiiminoned a 
council, and granted their petition with the ufual 
formalities: and the other levites who ferved in the 
temple he permitted to ofliciate as fingers. T lie grant 
o f  tnei’e privileges was contrary to the laws and cuf- 
toms o f «ur nation, which have never been violated 
with impunity.

The temple being now completed, 
eighteen thovifand workmen, who had 
been paid for their labour with the ut- 
mofl punftuality, now btcamc dcflitute o f 
emplovment. T h e  people being defirous 
to affifl thefc diflreffed artificers, and unwilling to 
keep large fums o f  money by them, left they fhould 
be laizerl by the Romans, made a propol'a! to Agrippa 
for repairing an edifice, fituatrd on the eaft lidc o f  
the temple, which overlooked a narrow valley o f  
great depth. T h e wall o f  this building was four 
hundred cubits high: the ftones were white, each be
ing twenty cubits long and fix decj), and the furf.tte 
o f tliem wrought fuiooth and regu^r. T h e Itrwiv. 
ture was raife<i by .Solomon, thu oi iginal founder o f 
the temple. Claudius Csefar'comminion(;d .Agrippa 
to make the pro]X)fe^ •reparations.; but Agrippa con- 
fiderine the extenlivencfs o f. the undertaking, the 
iniinen e fums o f  money it would require, ami that 
aJl human . works might cafily be dcitroyed, he 
judged that it .would not be lexpediciit to comply 
with the dcflres jof the ptiblic: but he proiwi'ed, in- 
fteid o f repairing the facred td ih ce, to pave the 
flrcets o f the cilv  with white ftone.'i., After 
this, Agrippa aclvanced Matthias, the fon made h.*h- 

of Thcopluius, to the pontifical’ digtiitr 
in the room o f  Jefus, the fon o f..(» a T n a lie l;  and 
hi.s.time the wars between llHH.«lfomla^ and the Jc. 
comnvciiccd.

It will not be- improper here to intro- Ortgin an 1 
diice fome particulars rcfpetting the origin 
and qualifications o f  high-priefti, and ro ®»Wgh.f.r.rrtr 
mention thcperlbns promoted to the pontificate î!l

T h «  te m p le  
f in if t i ti t,  j i i i  
p ru p o fa t for 
c m r lo jr tn f  th *  
dirch.ir̂ J 
w o r lim e it .

I l l

D the
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the cojiclufion o f  the «hove-mentioned war. Aa- 
tlie brother o f Mnfes, was the firll o f  the or

der, and he was fiicceeded by his fons So inviola
ble a regard did our progenitors ohferve to the 
right o f  hereditary fuccefHon, that only thofc o f the 
blood o f  Aaron were deemed eligible to afTiime the 
holy office, even kings themfrlves being excluded. 
T here were eighty-three high-priefts from the time 
of Aaron to that o f  Phanafus, who, during a time o f 
hoftilities, was elected to the pontificate by a fac- 
lion: thirteen o f  them excrcifcd the V tJ y  office 
from the time o f  the tabernacle o f  the Almij^^tj  ̂ be
ing conftrufted in the defcrt by Mofcs, to the time 
t)F people entering Judcsi, where the facred temple 
was crc6ted and dedicated to God by king Solo
m on*. According to the original inftitution, there 
was no opportunity to fuccecd to the pontifical dig
nity but through a v*acancv by death ; but that cuf- 
lom was abolifhcd, and it bccamc ufinil to diveft the 
high-prieft o f  his office, and appoint a fucceffor. 
T he tliirtecn perfons above alluded to, defcendents 
o f  the two fbns o f  Aaron, enjoyed the honourable 

diftinttion in due rotation t . T he Hrfl 
eftablifhment o f the government was ari- 

fo v c r n m e n t .  ftocratical, the fecond monarchical, af
ter which kings were inveited with the fo- 

vercign authority. W e compute tlwt fix hundred 
and twelve years elapfed from the time o f our peo
ple being condufclcd out o f  the land o f Egypt, by 
M ofcs, to that o f  erefcting Solomon's temple.
, _ , Under the government o f kings the

thirteen high-priclis already mentioned 
were lucceeded by eighteen others, reck

oning from king Solomon to the time when, after 
i’ubduing Jcrufatem, and deftroying the holy temple 
by fire, Nebuchadnezzar, king o f  Babylon, fubjc6t- 
«d Jozedec and the whole nation to captivity. 
Kcftontion Cyrus king o f Perfia rellored the Jews 
•I (he Jew* to hbert>  ̂ and their country, after they 
by Cytui. remained feventy years in captivity
in Babylon, and granted them i«rmHfion to rebuild 
the tempi?, the pontificate being at that time in

f)ofleflion o f Jefus, the Ton o f  Jozedec. For the 
pace o f  four hundred and fourteen years, fifteen 

o f  the polterity o f Jefus enjoyed the high-prielt- 
bood, cxercifing their authority in a popular man
n er; and then King Antiochus Eupator, with his 
general Lyfias, put to death the high-prieft Onias, 
otherwife name^ Menelarus, at the city o f  Berytus, 
excluding his fon from tire fucceffio.n, and confer- 
Ttng the dignity upon Jacimus, who, t^)ugh o f the 
jace o f Aaron, was *not o f the pontifical family.

* T betr is a ffaft o f dedication opened bv the Jewt on rhe zcth 
ijajr o f K iflef or Cafleu, or i!ie November raoon, and is held for 
eight days fucceflivel)^ J| was inftituted by Judaj Maccabxus and 

r- h it, bfcthrfn^ in peg4 o iT ? r ttf f* ‘dedication o f  the new altar, anii 
o f  the dcliverance o f jerufalem, by the bleiTing o f  Go<i on their 
hands, from the G r« k » , who had profaned and defiled the temple, 
wafted the facred oil, and involved the Jews in m any miferies. 
Hut the jews fay (from tradition) tliat it was inftitnted in mt inory o f 
the mitaculous burning o f  a lamp in tlu; temple, when judai \lac-

On occafion o f the death o f  Ontas, his fon. whof« 
name was Onias alfo, went into Egypt, and ingra
tiated himfelf into the favour o f  Ptolemy Philome- 
ter, and his wife Cleopatra; he prevailed upon them 
to condnid  a temple to the Alm ighty at Heliopolis, 
fimilar to that at Jerul'alem, and to appoint him 
high-pricil. ReCpctling this temple, we have fufh- 
cientlv fpoken already. Jacimus died after he had 
enjoyed the high-pric(lh()od three y p r s ; butleay- 
ing no ftirceflor, the pontificate remained vacant for 
the fpace fin en years. After the re- The hi*h- 
volt o< the Jews aganifl the Macedonians, prerthcoi 
the dignity o f the high-prielth(H)d was 
transferred to the Afinona-an line  ̂ Jona- 
than being promoted to the pontifical office, which 
he exerciled for fevcn years. Jonathan falling a fa- 
crifice to the treachcry o f  Tryph(>n, was ^ cceed ct 
by his brother Simon : an^jpon Simon bem gafl’affi- 
nated at a public enterwinment by his ion-in-law, 
the dignity devolved to his fon Hyrcanus, who en
jo yed  it thirty-one years: upon his dcceafe, he was 
fucceeded by his fon •Judas, otherwife called Aril- 
tobulus, who was the firil that alfumed the title ant 
qu ality 'o f king; having reigned one year, he died, 
leaving his brother Alexander the heir both to the 
kingdom and pontificate. Alexander continued in 

'‘the exercile o f  the regal and pontifical funtlions for 
twenty-feven years, and then died, bequeathing.the 
regency to his wife Alexandria, whom he authorifec 
to bellow the pontificate upon one o f  his fons 
whoni fhe fliould moft app rove; and fiie conferrec 
the dignity upon Ilyrcanus, who enjoyed itdurin] 
the term o f her fovereignty, which was nine years 
Upon the dcceafe o f Alexandria, Ariflobulus de 
dared war againft his elder brother H yjcanus, am 
having fubdued and reduced him to a private Ha 
tion, he afliimed the fovereignty and pontificate 
A t the expiration o f three years and three months 
Pom pey conquered Jerufalem, and carried Arifto 
bulus and his children prifoners to Rome. He re 
ftored AriHobulus to the dignity o f  high-prieft, anc 
appointed him prince o f  the Jews, but he was not to 
allume the title and chaf<^er o f  king. Exclufive 
o f  the nine'years already mentioned, Hyrcanus re 
mained twenty-three years r.i the exercife o f  the 
pontifical funclion. This tin ê being elapfed, Bar- 
zapharnes and Pacorus, men o f  diiTinguifhed cl.a- 
raders, and generals in the Parthian army, croflcf 
the Euphrates and made war againll Hyrcanus, 
whom they fubdued and carried away prifoner. 
T h ey promoted Antigonus, the fon o f  Arillobulus, 
to the throne; but in three years and three nwjnths

cabxus had driven out the Greeks, for eight days together, there 
being in all that time onK- fo much oil in the lamp at was naturally 
fufficient for fubfiftine a flame the fpace o f  one day. However thii 
may be, there is read in the fynagogue, on the * jth  day, the 7il> 
chapter o f  the book o f  Numbers, which treats o f  tnc dedication of 
the tabernacle and the altar, bccaufe tradition fays, this a jth  day 
is the annriverfary o f  the finiftiing o f  the tabernacle by Mofcs. 

t  Vide Seldcn de Syncdr. H cb. L i i .  c .  15 , p. 393-396.
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he was made prifoner in Jerufalem by Herod and 
Sofus, who fetu him to Antony, by whofe coin- 
niand he was loon after put to death at Antioch.

T h e Romans having eftablifhtd Uerod 
grea etiww! iu thc regal dignity, he difpenlbd with 
rc p'scJing the jhc pfatticc of fclccting the high-nriclts 

from the Afinonaean family, and dilnofed 
‘ ’ o f  thc pontificate iiidifcriminatcly, (leem-

ing Pven the mod obfcure perions in holy orders 
cligil)le to the ofhce. Tiie cafe o f  ArifloDulus is, 
however, to b ee x cc jn e d ; for he being thc brother 
o f his wife Marianine, and the grandfon o f flyrca- 
nus, who was taken by the Parthians, and whofe 
memory was he|d in the higheft veneration, he pro
moted him to thc high-nriefUiood, with a view to 
infinuate himlelf into the favour o f  the people. 
The great and ftill incrcafing reputation o f  Arifto- 
buius infphrcd Herod %vl»th envy and jealoufy; and 
therefore, as we have alre^^y related, hecaiifed him 
to be drowned, while fwimming in a Hih-pool at Je
richo. After this, he intirely excluded thc Afuio- 
na:an racc from the polTeflioff o f  thc pontifical dig
nity; and the fame condutl was purfued bv his fon 
.\rchelaus, and by the Romans, when Juda*a came 
under their government.

In the courfe o f  one hundt '̂-d and fe-̂  
N u m '.e r  of ycars, from the time o f  Herod to

the conllagratioii o f  Jerufalem and the 
temple by Titus, there were twenty- 

finiideftrijj eight high-priefts, fome o f them being 
*“*■ under Herod, and Archelaus, his fon.
After the deceafe o f  Herod and Archelaus, our na
tion was fubjetled to the ariftocralical ftirm o f  go
vernment, and the high-prieft was invelled with the 
exerciie o f tiie fovereign authority.

C H A P .  VIII.

FLORUS fiucetds A L B IN U S. The Beginning o f thc 
War between the and the R(Jh?ANS.
General Ihjlory o f t f^ J E W S .  ,

F lo ru f  »p-
jo v e r -  

fier 01 J u d K i .

N E  R O* appointed GefTius Flonis * 
to fucceed Albinus in the govern

ment o f  our nation, and he reduced us 
a ftate o f the molt extreme mifery.to

Ry birth, he was a Clazomenian, and when he came 
into Judaea he was accompanied by his wife C leo
patra, who v;as equal to Florus in a difpofition to 
iniquity. Cleopatra had a great influence over the 
emprels PoppcKd, and to that influence Florus was 
indebted for his exaltation. T h e opprefTion o f  this 
man was (b intolerable, that the Jews even regretted 
the lofs o f  Albinus. Though the wickednels o f  
Albinus was exceffive, he Uudied to put the mofl

• G elllut, or Cefliun, in note* upon Catullus by Voflins.
1- lu the time o f Vefpafian, long before the Antiquitie* were 

't iu e n , thc ou the Je> î̂ h W an  w erc'publilntd. V ide

H i, ciccfTei 
j r o v t  th« 
m a in  c .u f c  o f  
t h f  J t w i f t  
w i r  » l i h  t k t  
Kanunt.

C » < c lu l in (
K .  mnt o f  the 
}«wifli inn*

*.......... I, "a~T7T ' ^ I I I  I im ia

favourable appearance upon hts cnndnft; but 
on the contrary, triumphed in jnfimon. 

his iniquity, and all his behaviour feerrwd eh«»ct« of 
to intimate that the whole biiliitefs o f 
his commifuon was to effeft the niin o f our na
tion. His avarice and rfuelty were without bounds: 
he gave encouragement to public robbers, by fbar- 
ing with them in the fpoil; which induced him to 
countenance them in every fpecies o f  depredation. 
His rapacm- and tyranny were fo extreme, that the 
Jews wcr>flriven to the crucl tiecelTity o f deferting 
their rJuntry', altars, and religious ceremonies, and 
feeking refuge among the moft inhofpitable ftran. 
gers. In fliort, the opprPfTion o f  this 
man precipitiitt'd the miferahlc Jews to 
take up arms againll the Romans, prefer
ring to perifh together rather than lonfjer 
to remain thc objeds o f contempt in ig
nominious flayct;y, and gradually to fall 
facrificcs to fo infupportable a government. Thc 
war cotnnienced in thc fecond year o f the govern
ment o f Florus ()ver Judira, and in the twelfth year 
o f  the reign o f  Nero. Such as wi/h to be inform
ed o f the particulars o f  the war will be fully grati
fied by pcrufing the books t  written on that fiib- 
je th

1 here conclude the A n t iq u it ik s  or 
THR Jf.ws, contained in twent'y books 
and fixty thoufand lines t ,  comprehend
ing a narrative o f what happened to them 
from the creation o f the world to thc twelfth year 
o f the reign o f N ero; their fituation in /Egypt and 
Syria; their fufferings under thc AflTyrians and Ba
bylonians; and the treatment they experienced from 
the Perfians, Macedonians, and Romanc. I have 
given an authentic account o f  the fucce^on o f the 
high-priefLi during the courfe o f  twA thoufand 
years; nor have I omitted to treat o f the fevcral 
forms and revolutions o f  government. The whole 
is founded on the authority o f  the holy writings, as 
was uromiled at the beginning o f this work.

I ihall here venture to alfert, that no man could 
have afforded the Greeks a more pe«feft hiftory than 
the prefent produftion. The Jewe will admit that 
there is none more converfant in the Mofaical law 
than myfelf. I have fludied the critical and gram
matical properties o f the Greek language with the 
ftritleit attention; but I pretend to no (kill in the 
pronunciation, our people holding the knowledge 
o f many languages m flight eflimation, and conli- 
dering the fludy rather as profane, being common 
both to freemen and flaves. The only learning and 
wildom which we account valuable, are a neccfTary 
attention to a knowledge o f  our laws, and a jult 
conception o f the facred fcriptures: but among tiie 
numerous candidates there ar^perhups but two or 
three who ha^e arrived tJT^JfOTcwjgy in ,tho('c ex
cellencies.

1. x r iii . c . * . Voff. de Hift. G r . &  Valcf. ia  Eufeb. p. 48. Se Ed' 
Parif.

In thc original, £< muriajifiUkm.
I have
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T h e  t u t h o r ' t  
m o ttv e i  lo r  
w m i t t g  th e  
h i f to ry  o f  ih *  
Win.

I have conceived a defign, b y  the per- 
miffion o f  God, to write a concife narra
tive o f  the war, from its commencemtnt 
to the prcfent period; being the thir
teenth year o f  the reign o f Domitian, 

^»rtd the fiftyrfixth o f  my age; in which it may not 
be improper to fpeak briefly o f  my family, and my 
own perfonal conduQ, while people are living to 
Dear teftiinony o f  m y truth, or diiprove the autho

rity o f  my affertions *. I likcwife intend to treat oF 
the opinions o f the Jew#, in four books, concerning 
the Almighty himfelf and-his nature; and alfo o f 
our laws, cxplaininc the reafoiis why fome matters 
arc allowed, and why from others wc are exprefsly 
rcftraincd,

* T h it fenten'-e, perhaps, meani the life o f  the author. V’’idc 
V akfiut upon Rufebius, p. 47, 48.

A  D E F E N C E  O F  T H E

J E W I S H  ANTIQUrXIES,
I N A N S W E R  TO API ON:

C O N T A I N E D  I N  A N  E P I S T L E  F R O M

FLAVIUS JOSEPHUS
T  O

E P A P H R O D I T U S .
B O O K L

The
f r c f t c t . I N my hiflory o f  the Jcwifli Antiqui

ties (moll honoured EpaphroditusJ I 
have faid fuflicienl to al'certain the 

ancient defcent o f the Jews, and to prove that they 
are a people which derive not their origin from any 
others ; alfo to prove their undeniable claim to this 
originality from the beginning o f time. This I .have 
niaae appear by a faithful dedutlion o f  hittory for 
five tbouland years, extratled from the authority o f 
the facred writings: yet has this been infufticient to 
fecure me from the moll opprobrious invefclives, or 
to gain my hiltory any other charatter than that o f  a 
fable. It bas b ^  « *j^ e^ y my enemies, that if  the 
Jew i wer^ o f diJliriguimed origin as I have made 
them, how it happens that the bell Grecian hillori- 
ans have made no niention o f  the circumftanre. It 
Hiidefignin therefore bccomcs me, for three obvious 

(hii reafons, to declare the truth : in the lirft 
placc, to confutc m y enem ies; in the fc- 

3

cond, to inftruft the ignoran?*. and, in the third, to 
reprefcnt the whole Rate o f tĥ - cafe, in an open and 
fair manner, to all thqfe who arc friends to A u th o r i l ie i ' 

truth. W ith  regard to my authorities, I fromtJrtek 
lhall make ufe o f  tholi; only whom the 
Greek writers theml’elves hold in’ the higheft reputa
tion ; with refpe£l to tholi: by whom m yfelf or my 
writings have been traduced, cither through igno
rance or malice, I lhall alfo try to explain how it 
happens that the Greeks in general have taken fuch 
flight noticc o f  the Jews; and fhall prove that, with 
re!pe£t to  particular writers, they either were, or 
pretend to be, totally igtiorant o f  the'aftairs o f  which 
I have treated.

T he world abounds with people who are Afari j»n 
fo devoted to the opinion o f  ttie G reeks, l̂iiy in 
that they confuler them as the only per- 
fons worthy 10 be confulted with reipefct to the credi
bility o f  hiilory i to dic infult and dif^irace o f men of

all

-
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ill other nations whatever. Now I own I am greatly 
aftoniflied at the prcrumpiion o f thcfe pretenders to 
a knowledge o f  antiquity, when they are equally 
oppofed hj' plain rcaion and indubitable faB. In 
matter o f hiftory we ought not to be governed by the 
private opinion o f  any particular man, or botly o f 
men, but by the interjial evidence o f the fa£ls ihcm- 
felves. W ith regard to the G reeks, cverv tiling 
amorig them appears to me to be diftinguifhed by 
die air o f  novelty. T heir bixiWings, their arts, their 
laVs, are b i i to f  late date ; and evcn.the ufe o f  hif
tory among them is Init a very modern improve
ment. On the contrary, they themfclves acknow- / 
o.h.t..uon, Jedgr that the Egyptians, Chalcteans and 
hive ketttr Pnocnicians (not to mention the Jewsj, 
prtierr'dantf- havc kept regular periodical records, to 
mtmemoci»it j^mfmit to Dofterity the njemorable afts 
o f  former times. I*heft3%w_ere prefervcd by means 
o f tnotiu-menwl pillars-anti'rnfcriptions, agjccableto 
the advice o f the wifeft meh among them ; that the 
meinoi-y o f  their public tranfa£lions might not he 
loft, but faitlifully recorded to»aHer ages. I t is lik c -  
\<-ifc worthy o f  obfervation,thatas thefe people lî ’cd 
in an open air and fine climate, their mountains 
were lets liable to m ouldtr and d e r a y : which was 
by no means the cafe with the Greeks, who neither 
gave orders for fnch infcriptions, nor would their* 

.climate prefcrve them,
ori|iBofihc It is very natural for thofe who ere£l 
Greeki. Qatcs or focieties, to think therrtlclvcs
prrfeft in the art o f  government. W ith regard to 
the G reeks, their fltill o f letters is o f  late date, nor 
are they at this prefent time arrived to a full degree 
o f perfeftion in this fcicnce. R efpetling their anti
quity in this particular, themfelves pretend to no 
farther origin than the Phujnician ; and confider 
Cadmus as their firfl m ailer; but neither in their 
temples, nor on their public regiltcrs, arc thoy able 
to produce one authentic memorial o f the period to 
which they pretend to allude. It is an acknowledged 
fatl, that when it was debated if the ufe o f  letters was 
known at the time o f  the T rojan war, the quvllion 
was carried in the negaiwf^; and it was determined 
that'no fuch chara6leryfticn exifted. Certain it is, 
Homuf'i p«em that there i ^ o  G reek manufcript now cx- 

firftCreeic tant wiitterrbcfore the poem o f H om er;, 
lufcnp. it is equally certain that the Trojan

war was at an end before the writing o f  this poem.
It will be likcwife confeflcd, that Homer never com 
mitted his noem to writing, but that u was fung about 
aSTi ballad, in different places, till the people had 
learnt it by heart, and in procefs o f  time copies 
were taken o f  it from the memory o f  the reciters; 
vhich clearly accounts fa r  the number o f  errors and 
contraditlions found in the firft'manufcripts.

W ith regard to Cadmus, the Milcfian, Acufilaus, 
and other Grecians who were afterw'ards reputed 
hiilorians, thcfe cxiftcd but a little time before the 
TVwdifc/̂ u* inroad made into G reece by the Per- 

fians. Pherecides o f  Syros, Pythago- 
trtrem!.* Thales, who were among the

molt ancicnt o f  their philofophers on
No. 20.

w ritiri.

T h e  C r w l ; .  
n o t  in ii tlc it  u
II fu p e^ io r
knew iet(« m 
•D itq u ttjr.

Celcftial and divineaffairs, combing td 6wti 
that they derive their knowledge froinlhfc 
Egyptians ^and Chaldiratls; afid though what 
been commftted to V/riting on thdfe fiibjefts has beffii 
allowed the authority oi antiquity, yet it is even tt< 
this day a doubt, k'hether the per/bns above-menti' 
oned were the authors o f the pieces alluded to.

Is it not, th^n, a(toui(hmg tlwt the 
Greeks fhoiild claim, not only the crt'dit 
o f having a fupcrior knowledge in antiqui
ty, but arrogate to thetnl'elvcs the
further credit o f  hillorical faith and can- 
donr, in preference to other men ? WhiMoas, dven 
from their own works, it is cwident (hat their writing,i 
arc rather founded on conjetlurc and opinion, than 
on matter o f  fafcl, and that every man indulges his 
own fancy in his writings ; for their authors difagrec 
with each other, and relate U) the public very incon- 
fillcnt accoinits o f the fame circumdances.

M any rcafons might be afligned for tHriM 
thefc variations among the Greek authors, niem 
if if were neceflary to bcltow the proper '•’emjccoum- 
attention to difcover thi'in : but the tw'o 
points which I principally infift on are, firfl. In not 
preferving the memor>  ̂ o f  diftinguifhcd aftions, by 
a proper foundation o f  their hiftory in recordj and 
mem orials: for pofterity muft be left uninforincd 
w’ithout thefe monumental traditions; and fccondly,
I charge them with giving falic accountsofthe'hillory 
o f ancient limes, where thev are little liable to bt: 
contradicted. T he mode o f  keeping public regifteir* 
hath been negleflcd, not only in the exterior parts o f  
G reece, but even in Athens itfelf, where the people; 
with regard to their original, aredidinguilhea by the 
name ot Earth-horn^ and pride themfclves above all 
other people, on account o f  their antiquity andjearn- 
ing; It is generally acknowledged that Draco’s 
penal laws preceded all their other writings, though 
they are not o f  much greater antiquity'than the time 
o f the tyrant Piliftrates. W hat then is to be iiid  with 
refped to the Arcadians, who rcctived the ufe 
o f letters later thati any o f  their countrymen, 
and yet pretend to a precedence in poiril' o f anti' 
qiiity ?

Now as there was no valuable intclH , 
gence extant, for the inUru8:ion o f thofc* hiftaw;? . 
who were defirous to be well ihformed, or 
for the reftifying the errors o f  thofo who 
might otherwife wilfully deviate from the line o f  
rcftitude; how was it polTible but that their hiftori- 
ans Ihould give contradifctOry accdunts; efpt^cially 
i f  we c'onlider that truth was feafl o f  all their object', 
though they made perpetual profeffions o f  a contrary 
nature ? In fafcl, they wrote with a vlcW to popular 
applaufe, and if they could but obtain the name o f  
diltinguifhedorators, they were little folicitous fltrthtJ 
honeltnam eof men. Som t'wf rtiem yrotc from wbinf ' 
and capricer, totally difregarding the truth o f their 
recital; others were mere panegyrifts, and fouglj^ 
only the favour o f perfons o f  eminence: while a 
third fort prided themfelves in depreciating the nor- 
fonsrand writings o f thofe that prCccdcd them ; all’ o f

• 5 E  . wliich
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C h m f t e r i f - .
irenu-'

ifvc

J 'hc K |vptu 
aiis' itiil twby.

it- l^«ir rt-  
CL>i is .

Avliich deviates ijitirely from the office and duty o f 
an l-.iftorian.

W hen a niimber o f writers agree in tlic 
fame t h i n g ,  and concur as to rhc particu- 
lars o f  titjic and place, it is an itifallibic 

that tlie hiftory is genuine : but the (ire ets  have 
<rovcd where the truth lay, l)y thcir coiitradi£lions 

other. I f  the only contcD between them and 
>^s was with regard to clogaiico. o f ditlion, we fliould 

not deny ihcni the precedence ; but with regard to 
the antiquity, and nl^ittcr o f fatl, it is oth^wifc.

It is known that the Egyptians* and Ba- 
byh)nians were anciently extrem ely cxa6l 
in noting tl^cir accounts and annals. 
Amotig the Egyptians the care o f  this rc- 
^iftering was coinmined to the priefb, 

who were v e iy  afTiuuous and careful in the difcharge 
o f  this duty. T he example o f  the Babylonians was 
foUbwed by the Chaldauans; and the Phoenicians, 
on their incorporation witli the G reeks, taught them 
the ufe o f  letters, and how far thefe were fubfervient 
to theconduti o f life, and tlie prcfervation o f public 
traditions. But as this is a matter confeffed by all 
iarties, it is unnecefTary that I fliould fay any thing 
arthcr o f it iti this place*: wherefore I fliall content 

m yfelf with briefly obfcrving that our predecefl’ors 
took at lea(\ as great, i f  not greater, care to fecure 
this order and regulation, than any other people; 
for the high-priefts and prophets were charged with 

this commiflion; and the pradice hath 
been regularly kept up to the prefcnt 
tim e; and, if  I may be allowed to pro- 
phcfy, I dare prefumc to f’av, it will ne
ver fa il; for care was originally taken in 

the choice o f  p< r̂fons o f  diflingninied piety and vir
tue fô ' the office o f  prieff (exclufive o f  thofe who 
\!trk devoted to the fervicc o f  the altar], and a 
provifion was made that the line o f priellhood 
mould not be contaminated b y  a mixture with any 
other fam ily; for no man is qualified to execute the 
officfc o f  a prieft except his mother be defcended 
from the line o f the prieflhood; wherefore, regard- 
lefs o f  riches or rank, the man who makes his pre- 
tenfions to the facerdotal ofiice muft produce a 
mnnbcr o f  witncfTes to prove his defcentin a regular 
line. • •

This is not only the cafe in Judaea but 
in Egypt, Babylon, and all places 
thnAighout the tarth, where our people 
are difpcrfed; for our priefi:* make it a 

pojnt o f confcience not to marry with any but 
th<5fe o f  their own tribes. W hen they are dilpofed 
to wedj they fend to Jcrufalem the name o f the 
bride (ny permifhon o f her father), with a draught 
o f  her pedigree, properly attcf^cd. But in times 
o f  war (which have frctjuently happened}, parti
cularly in the dayy)C.Aiiiti{jchus'Epiphancs, I^unpey 
tlve Great, and CiTiintiTIuTA'arus, and likewife with
in our own membry; in thete cafes, the furviving 
priefls fupply and reform the old n;giflers, and make 
new ones; and the women who remain are exa
mined with the mofl exa^t fcrutiny. The priefls arc
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never married to captives left they fliould contraft 
a foreign mixture; nor can there be a,m ore con
vincing proof o f  their uprightnefs than that, for the 
f̂ |)acc of̂  two thoufand years, the names o f all our 
priefls have flood upon record, from fadier to fbn. 
I f  among the priefls ajiy one be found to 
prevaricate, or depart from the truth, he of .pH.o 
is dcpolcd from the exercifc o f his func- 
tion, aind forbidden to attend on the altar. “  ',
By thefe proceedings, wc arc undoubtedly and un
avoidably in the right. Few perfon.t have been 
penuitted to v̂ rite; and we meet with no contradic
tions among thole that have written. W ith regard 
to thofc wonderful antiquities iii the books o f  the 
prophets, wc do not fo nmch account them hiflory 
as divine revelation. R efpeding thofe who have 
recorded the hiflory o f  their own times, they arc 
not many in number, an d ih eir accounts generally 
agree with cach other. B'Jt let me procced in my 
prefent tafk.

I deem that there are no more than T,wmy.ewo 
twenty-two books whi(^ we are bound to booUi ..niyof 
believe; and in thefe are contained the h’st'eî e'rrm 
hiflory o f  the world from its original to 
the prefent time. O f  thefe twenty-two 

.books, five are employed in giving an account o f 
<he crcation o f  the world, and the generation o f  
mankind. This hiflory is continued to the death o f  _ 
Mofes, and comprehends a period o f  almoil three 
thoufa«d years. •

Each o f our prophets wrote the hiftory ĥe pn,ps«, 
of the age in whicfi he hved, from the wrote ththif- 
death of Mofes to the reign o f  Ariax- their
erxes, the fbn o f  Xerxes, and king o f  
Perfia; and this hiftory is contained in thirteen 
bo o k s; and the other four books confifl o f  divine 

v^hymns and prcccpts o f  morality. W e have like* 
\yife a regular feries o f hiftory, from the days o f  A r- 
taxerxes to the prefcnt time, which wc hold in great 
clleem, but do not venerate it as we do the others, 
becanfe it is not authenticated and made facred by a 
continuation o f  the dcfcent o f  the prophets. W ith 
refpca to the other writit^s, we pay as 
much regard to their contents as if we tedftmeaf 
had been cyc-witnefles o f .it'c circum- wnoi'iMi 
fiances related, fo r  we know- how long 
they have remained in the world, without any at- 
ti'mpl to increafi: or abridge them, or even to dif 
guife or tranfpofe them in any maimer; and thefe 
writings we hold to be divine; wc dittinguifh them 
by this epithet, and arc taught from our carlieft in
fancy to confider them in that light, and pay a pro
per obcdiencc to them, and, if  neceffary, to fufler 
death in their defence, rather than forego opinions 
thus facredly imprefied.

Numbers o f our countrymen arc at Superior »m1 
this time captives, fuffering a variety o f 
torments, flrugchng with death in its 
molt iormiclable inape, and contending in the prefers, 
theatres with beafts, and men Hill more **“*' 
bnital than th e v ; and all this becaufe they t
refufe to abandon the laws o f their coun- i*w«.
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try, and blafpVieme the C o d  whom thfir anccftors 
worfhipped*! Can it be’ faid that the Greeks have 
cv'er given an eqiiAl pi'oof o f  th'eir faith and rcfolii- 
tion ? Thefe people wmild refiifc to abide fuch 
trials in defence o f all they hold moft dear; but the 
fatl is, that they deem thofo things which ought to 
be held facred as mere matter of form ; and their 
befl hiltorians are ctilpable in this particular. T hey 
freqifrntly commcncc the writing o f  their hiftories 
without any knowledge o f  the fafts to which they 
allude, without confuuing thofe who have been on 
the Ipot, and parries in the actions; or, if  they do 
confult them, without crediting what they fay. 
V ery extraordinary hiftories o f our late wars have 
been publiflied by thofe who were never near 
enough to the fcene o f  atHon to form the flighteft 
opinion o f the matter o f  fa ft; bin their plan has 
been to coinpile a confofed hiflory, partly from 
report and partly from imagination, an( then to af- 
fume the character o f  hiftorians o f  the firit cre
dit.
A u t i .e n , i c i . r   ̂ bot’tv c r , in a very diffe-
andfaithiiti. Tcnt manner, for 1 have related nothing 
fltfiioijotc. o f  which I had not cither ocular de- 
hî r̂un." rnoidlt^tion, or other indubitable autho- 

rrty; for I had ample opportunities of 
acquainting m vlelf with the various tranfaflions. I*  
have been as faithful in the report o f  events as I 
was accurate in the foarch after fafcls. As long as 
the Jews were able to fupport themfelves againd the 
Romans, I had the honour o f  a command in Gali
lee; but it was at length my misfortune to bo made 
captive, and carriea to Vefpafian and Titus. In 
this fituation, I was kept in chains, but was ftwn 
permitted to make my obfervations on all that 
pafl'ed; and not long afterwards obtained mv li- 
nerty; when the fiegc o f  Jcrufalcm - taking placc,
I went abroad with Titus from Alexandria.

I was now diligent in my remarks on all that 
happened. I was well acquainted with all the mo
tions o f the army, and was extremely careful to re- 
prefcnt every circumllance exaCily £ts it occiw ed.' 
With regard to the fituaifoii o f the city, I wa.s in
formed o f  it by prifot^rs and dcfertej»s, as they 
were all under m y ’jferticular direftion and ma
nagement, by the ablrtlute commarld o f the empe
ror. In fatl, I took every proper opportunity o f 
making written obfervations, and from thofe obfer
vations my hiftory is compiled,
Hiftorrofthe H aving thus laid the foundation o f  my 

«»r work, when I returned to Rome I got 
t>m,ued»t affifbnce o f fbme friends accompliih-

“*■ ■ ed in the G reek language, and proceeded
with the hiftory, in which I have paid fo ftrifl an ad
herence to the ru]es o f veracity, that I have no 
doubt but even Velpafian and Titus will give tefli- 
uiony to iny honour- As focn as my book was fi- 
mlhed, I prefcnted it to thefe illuftrious perlbns. 
anj after that to feveral noble Romans, who hau 
been commanders in the war. I fold othec copies 
to feveral o f our own people who had a knowledge 
of the G reek lar»guagc> particularly to Julius, A r-
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)l accomplifhed Herod, and the moft
diltinguifhed king Agrippa. Now all thefe univery 
jiilly applaud tne, as having difcharged the duty o f a 
fait uul hifforian; whereas, they would c^ertainly 
have cxpofed the. impoiition, if, either through ig
norance or Corruption, I had deviated from- the 
truth. Vet many perlbns treat me as if  I

1“  .had impofed tipon the world, by declaim- relu'̂ “̂ h^- 
ing only on trihing or abufivc circum- lumiiittuihu 
ftances; but thefe calumniators have not 
renetied,>-Huu the man who pretends to relate the 
whole truth fliould either do it on his own know
ledge or the information o f  thofe on whom he can 
depend; and I have takcif both thefe methods to 
render my work complete.

As I have a^led in the charafter o f  a 
Jrieff, I have, in the courfe o f my pro- 
eflion, CKtrafted my Antiquities from the 

books o f the holy fcripture, and have 
arranged them in the moft regular manner. W ith 
regard to the hiftory -o f the war, I had an a£livc 
fhare in many pans o f it, and was a fpetlator o f  
other events;'fo  that I was not a ftranger to any 
thing that happened. How inlblent then is it in niy 
enemies to pretend to doubt the veracity o f my 
recitals! Admitting what they fay, that they have 
feen the journals o f Titus and Vefpafian, how cam 
this invalidate the trvtth o f my hiftory, which treat.s 
o f matters to which the Roman generals muft be 
perfecl ftrangers?

It was but proper that I fliould make this digref- 
fion, to evince what kind o f hiftorians we ought 
to expc£l, if  this humour t'hould prevail; but I’ 
think I have faid fufticient to fatisfy any reafonable 
man that, jn point o f the credit and dignity o f  liif- 
tory, the Greeks ought even to yield to the Barba
rians.

I muft now addrefs m yfelf to thofe 
kind o f people who inlift that the Jews 
are mere moderns, and aftign asareafon  
for thi.s, that we are not mentioned by 
the Grecian hiftorians. It will become me to quote 
authorities out o f our own books', to expofe that 
ill-founded, malice by which our «.n<-mies are inlli- 
gated. W ith regard to the place o f out haiiitation,
It is in the midland country, and with refpeft to iradc; 
and voyages, they are circUmftances about which 
we never gave ourfelves Jiny conccrn. O u r cities 
are far removed from the lea, our foil is fruitful, 
and the lands are well cultivated. W e devote our- 
felves much to tlie fupport and education o f  bur 
children, and deem^ it tne moft important bufinefs 
o f our lives to take'care that they are educated in a 
pious manner, and in ftri6l obedience to the laws o f 
their country. Exclufive o f  thefe cir- rhryhjjtor: 
cumftances, we have a mode o f  living metiy i«>in/ 
peculiar to ourfelves, froifT^vhich ?lone Ihrt'reek* 
we are well afl'ured, that in ancient times ‘ '  *'
we could nor have had any intercourfe with the 
G reeks, as the Phoenicians, /t'gyptians, and other 
people had, for the promotion of their mutual in- 
tcreu, by the advantages rcTuJti/ig from trade, eom-
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JOMCC, and navicaiion. O ut prcdecfffors did not 
tin; example of* other nations, by making it»- 

f.urjipus on neighbours to incrcalc tbcj r  icrri-  
though they v e rc  by no means deficient in 

inimbcr or couragc, to render ihemiHvcs formida- 
p k , . i f  they had been difpofed to atls o f this kind. 
Tht Oreeki Hy the tnclliods above-mentioned, tho 
knd*h to Phoenicians became known to the Grcck-i, 

'*■ and through thcfe, the Egyptian.s, and 
others who traded into G reece. Than the .Medcs 
and Perlians, having obtained the cokjimand of 
Aha^ the latter carried the war into Euroj»e. The 
('•recks knew the Thracians from their neighbour
h ood ; Scythwn.s frojfii their correlp,unding with 
tliofc who ufcd the Pontus; and thu4 there could be 
j»0 want o f hiftoriuns on the foaft o f  the caftcrn and 
voftcrn ffas; hut tlie. iiuicr parts o f the country 
v  cre in a manner unknown to them for fevcral ages. 
T liis was likcwili? U'C caic in l.u rop e; for after the 
Ion ian  ppw fr and digtvity had been eftabliihed by 
fiiccelliyc conquclts and trivutiphs, yet tlm mighty 
o p p iic  is not at all mentioned by Herodotus, Tiiu- 
cynide.s, or aa^ o f  ilie writers living at tliat tim e: 
and it was a long tinie before the Greeks obtained a 
knowledge o f its exiilencc.

\yhai opinion (hall we form o f tlic wri
ters in general, when F4)horus, one o f  
the moll diftijig\*iflied among tlvem, could 
commit lltch an error as that 1 am about 

to rccitc. Having undertaken to give an account

D r t e ^ t o n  o f t  
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of the Gauh and Iberiani, he reprefcnts the king, 
dom of Spain, and the whole continent on which it 
|land.s, only as a fingle city ; and thus mentiuns 
things that were never tranfafted or thought ot 
there, as the hiftory o f the plade itfelf. Thus ig- 
norance arifes from an endeavour to rcach truth at 
too great a diftance; and nn other inltanccs from an 
allcttation o f exceeding the truth. Can it, therc- 
tbrc, aftonl anv caufe o f furprife, i f  p eopkv who 
live as a (ort o (  llrangers in the world, and wholly 
detachcd fr<jm it, and under fuch regulations as the 
Jews do, fiiould not aflord any fubjeft for die hif- 
torical pen i*

Suppofe, riow, I fhould turn the Greeks- -near^nrnt 
mode o f reafoning againd themfelves, and « f  

deny their aniiquity becaufe our books do 
not meiuiou it ? W ould not this be deem
ed abfurd.? And would mif the Greeks ap])eal to 
their neighbours in jullification o f their claim? If  
this would be right iji them, it cannot be lefs (i) with 
me. The principal witnelTes I ftiall ufe are the 
Egyptians and Phoenicians. No exceptions can be 
taken to their evidence, for the Egyptians art 
well known to be our determined sncirues; nor are 
the Phoenicians, particularly thofe o f  Tyre, lefs lb. 
T he Chalda-ans, however, form a different opinioh 
\)f us. W e were formerly in fubjefclioa. to theini 
and on the fcore o f  aifinity, as well as on account 
o f our country, they mention us in the moll reipetl- 
ful manner iu their writings.

B O O K II.

I PR ESU M E that I have already proved the anti, 
quity o f our nation, on the telhmony o f feve- 
ral Phoinician, Chalda?an, and Egyptian hidori- 

a tis , and fome o f the (ireek writers; I procced now 
mod honoured Epaphroditus) to anfwer thole who 
la v c  attacked me perfonally, and particularly Api- 

oMj the grammarian; though, in truth, luch a 
writer is fcarcely worthy o f regaid. His narrations 

are, in the higheft degree, vulgar and 
Jan "Sawri. fabulous; his writings are q u I I  and ob- 
tlnp^Afioa fcu rc: he appears to be ignorant o f his 
i«jn, («bu. fubjeft, but IS calumnious in every thing 

oi>- that he advances: in fa6t, there is a mix
ture in his writings which prove that the 

author is illiberal, boillerous, and troubleforae in 
the extreme. On refle^iotl, however^ that fools 
abound in the world more than mrii o f fenle, and 
are .gratified with folly rather than with good fenfe 
and found reafon; confidering, likewife, that, the 
majority lillen more eageily to  the abule than the 
appUufc o f their nciglibuursj 1 am tempted .to take

wp the pen o f  criticifm, to chaftife this arrogant 
man for his infoience i a  prcfuming to judge in 
this affair; and I am eiv&^uraged to procecu, by' 
the confideVation that the ^ r l d  is generally gra
tified by feeing the mifchicf p ilin g  from calumny 
revert on the head o f the calumniators.

Apion’s mode o f writing is fo obJcure, H »  coofiiCed 

and there is fuch confufion and contradic- »»JconcrWk. 
tion in his narrations, that it is difficult to 
determine what he aims at. Sometimes he miflakes 
the account o f our anceftors leaving Egypt, as hath 
been done by others, whom I have already refuted; 
at another time he attacks the Jews o f  Alexandria ; 
and then the rites and ceremonies o f our temple and 
worfhip become the objefts o f his ccnfure.

1 (hall now only take notice o f what Apion hath 
faid, particularly in his Egyptiau hillory, hook the 
third. He fays, “  Mofes was a native o f  Heliopolis, 
as I have b cf n informed by the molt ancient people 
refident in that country within my remembrantc. In 
ancient times the inliabiunts held their rcligio^is af-

fenthlics
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fcmblies in the air, till Mofes, who was an adept 
in thew orfliipot his country, prevailed on the peo
ple to afi'emble in the hoiifes in the city, direAing 
them always to pray with their faCes towards the fun. 
W ith regard to the buildings, they were open at the 
top, anaconfilted o f  pillars eretted on the figures o f  
bafon<i, with engravings thereon, and the madow, 
fitlling on the bafons, moved as the fun moved."
8otiw ««. Thefe are the romantic opinions o f this
m.rit.oo hii author : but 1 had rather leave the refiHa- 

tion o f  him to the writings o f  Mofes, than 
undertake the tafk. Mofes relates nothing o f  pre- 
fcribing fuch forms as above mentioned at the firfl 
crctling the tabcrnacle; nor doth he direfck pollcrity 
to ufe them. Nor was Solomon (the founder o f the 
temple at Jcrufalemj acquainted with any fuch build
ing as is mentioned by Apion. 
p.niciii.riy He tclls us.̂  that old men informed him, 
thoft rei.tio* that Mofes was a native o f Heliopolis.
M Mofei. Hence it fhould feem, that being too 
young to know the fad, he inquired o fh iscotem - 
poranes, who appear to h a ^  been well acquainted 
witli him. How aofurd and ridiculous! Apion could 
not difcover the country o f Homer or Pythagoras, 
though they lived comparatively in modern times. 
How happens then that he is fo clear with regard to 
M o le s  who flourilhed ages before them ; and thi» 
merely on the information o f the old men ?

The hiftorians equally difagree refpetiing the time 
when Mofes condufcled the lepers, lame, and blind, 
from Egypt. Mane^ho afferts that it was in the reign 
cfT h em olis, three hundred and ninety years before 
Danaus was banifhcd to Argos. Lyfimachus fays it 
was in the ,reign o f Boccoris, which was feven hun
dred years before M o lon ; and others calculate as 
their fancies fuggeft : but Apion, who pretends to 
the utmoft exadnefs, fixes the time to the firfl year 
o f  the feventh olympiad, in which year he afl'erts 
that Carthage was built. B y  this mention o f Car
thage, he leems to expcft to authenticate his compu
tation : but if  he had refletlcd a moment, he would 
have feen that he was giving evidence againft hiinfelf; 
particularly if  he had a b id e d  to the Phoenician re
cords; for that hiUorVniakes it plain that Hiram 
lived full an hundrej^ and fifty years’ before the 
building o f Carthagc^(as hath been aTready proved 
from the Phoenician annals. Hiram had a (ingular 
aaachment to Solomon, and contributed great quan
tities o f  materials towards building the temple at Je- 
rufalem. The fad is, that it was not till fix hundred 
and twelve years after the Jews left tg y p t, that Solo
mon laid the foundations o f the temple.

W ith regard to the number o f exiles, Apion con
curs with Lyfimachus in the erroneous account o f  one 
hundred and ten thouiand : but his account o f the 
origin o f  the word Sabbath is amazingly ridiculous. 
He fays, “  T he Jews having been fix days on their 
jquniey, were compelled to refl on the feventh, be» 
ihg feized with ulcers and inliammations in the groin. 
When they had arrived in -ihe country they now 
calljudara, they named theii reUing-day the Sab- 
bath, from tht Egyptian word SabiMUjĥ  which figjii- 
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fies, ,**The difeafe o f  the gfoiir/. How ft range it i« 
that any man could- write fnch a ’heap o f nonienf^ 
and atiempt to impofe it on the world a.i authentic 
h iflo ry ! He reprefents one hundred and ten thou- 
fand men, all aftlifted with the fame difcafe! I f  thefe 
were lame and blind, asheafTerts in anodier plac«, 
how was it polTible for fuch a diftempered multitwde 
to profecutc their journey through tlie defert, even 
fo r a  fingle day? How improbable is it, l,repea|l, 
that fuch an immenfe number o f men fliould be at 
once l l r i ^  with the fame diforder? The common 
courfe cn lature could never occafion this; and to 
fay that it arofe from chance would be an unpardon
able error.

How ftrange is Apion’sld ea  o f one hundred and 
ten thoutund difcafed perfans travelling to Judasa in 
fix days o n ly ! And WMt a Uory does lie recount o f 
Mofes going to the top o f Mount Sinai, betwixt 
Egypt and Arabia, remaining there forty day.t, and 
delivering the law to the Jews on his defcent! Tw o 
aueftions naturally arife here. How was it pofUbie 
K>r fuch an immenfe multitude to traverfe fuch ao 
enormous defert in fix days? And how could they 
fubfift forty, in a place where neither bread nor 
water was to be obtained ?

His obfervations refpefting the fenfe o f  
the word Sabbath, are trifling in the high- 
efl degree. There is no affinity between 
the mea^iing o f  the words Sebbo and Sabba- 
fum: the former, according to his explanation, fignr- 
fies the Egyptian difeafe; By the latter we underftat»d 
the day that the Jews devote to refl. T his m ay.be 
confidered as the fabulous appendix which Apion 
has given to the hiflory o f  Mofes, and the accoyi^t 
o f  the Jews’ departure from E gypt, contrary to 
hiflorical truth. But it is not wonderful that-a tnitn 
fliould traduce others, wht) cnntradid« himfclf, 
birth-j)lace wasOafis in E gypt; but this he difclainw, 
to be deemed an Alexandrian ; which proves that 
had no veneration for the Egyptians; and, indeed, 
by that name he diflinguiflies all thofe whonr he 
wifhcs to calumniate: and for this reafon^ amoitg 
others, he fceks to difguife his extradiun. They who 
are notafhamed to avow ihcir country, are anxious 
to aflii:rt their claim to it, and zealous in the fupport 
o f  their rights and privileges. W ith icgaid  to ihe 
Jews, the Egyptians foinetimes claim kindred with 
us, and then boaft o f  the affinity ; and in inft-^nccs 
where thcmfelves are reproached, they feem fonji 
that we fhould bear our part in the fcandal. Apion, 
however, gives vent to all his malice againfl; as 
i f  he fought topleafe the Alexandrians for granting 
him the freedom o f their city. H e knew what an 
enmity there was at that time between the Alexan
drians and the Jews o f  that p lacc; and though his 
pretenfion was to traduce only one kind o f  Jews, 
yet his rancour extends to the whole people o f that 
denomination.

Let me afk what crime he chargesi with 
fo much acrimony, on the Alexandrian 
Jews ? H e fays, that when the Jews came 
from Syria, la cy  took up their habitati-
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oils on the coaR, within reach o f  the tide, but not 
near a port where a .veHel could ride. Is he not 
ccnfuraDlc for I'candalizine fo djllinguifhed a city, 
a city which he boaUed (inouch not with truthj to 
have been the place o f his birtli ? For that dillrifct is 
a  dependency on Alexandria, and allowed to be a 
c^nvenientTituation. I f  the Jews forcibly took pof- 
I'cfB onofit, and then held that poffcffion, they are 
to be applauded for the afcl.
Aitiin<krind truth is, that the Jews were put
oibtiiwfre in poflcffion o f  this place b y^ lcxan d er 
^new»,i ta Great, who allowed theniH^Tivileges 

*_'■ equal to the Macedonians. W hat would 
Apion fay, if, inllead o f being eilablifhcd in this 
royal city, they were perftiittcd a refidence at N ecro
polis ; and if their tribes arc called Macedonians to 

. this day, ? It is a doubt whether Apion ever read the 
cpillles o f Alexander, Piolem y, the fon o f  Lagus, 
and his fucceHors, kings o f E gyp t; with the ihfcrip- 
tions engraven on the pillar* at Alexandria, by 
C a fa r ’s.order, to commemorate the privileges he

(granted to the Jews. I f  he had read them, he muft 
lave been a bad.man to falfify his own knowledge; 

i f  not, he,has at once betrayed his malice and his ig
norance.

H e is not Icfs miilaken in the aftonifh- 
ment he .expredos at the Jews taking the 
name o f Alexandrians. It is common for 
colonies to take their names from the 
places o f their firll foundation, o f which 

■we have many inllances. The Jews o f Antioch bear 
the name o f  Antiochi^ns, king Seleuciis having 
made their anceliors free o f that city. T he Jews o f 
Ephefus arc denominated Ephefians : and loniansis 
the name given to thofc o f Ionia : and they are enti
tled to ihofe names by ancient grants. Favours of

T l ie y  lo o k  
t h e i t  n a m e i  
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t o  which ihcjr
y r t f t  tmnf- 
{■latitcd.

this kind Rome hath granted to whole nations and 
provinces, as well as to individuals. IIpw elfe hap
pened it that the name o f Romans was given to the 
ancient Iberians, Tufcans, and Sabines? Apion is 
unwilling to allow this benefit to other iKoplc, and 
yet calls himfelf an Alexandrian. B y this rule, no 
man born in E^ypt (liould aflfumc the name o f an 
Alexandrian; for the Egyptians are, o f all people, 
refufed this liberty bv the Romans. But our mali
cious writer, incapable o f ju llifying his own claim 
to this privilege, traduces tliofe who have an honeft 
title to I t .

Alexander accepted the alTiflance o f the 
titrable Jcws in thc building of this city ; not that 
^nionef wanted hands; but that ht was willing

,tp fhew the reliance he placed in their 
truth and honour. Hecata:us fays, that Alexander 
had fuch regard for thc loyalty and niodcfty o f the 
Jews, that he gave them thc province o f  Samaria, free 
o f  taxes, exclufive o f other gratiticalions.

Ptolemy, the fon o f  Lajms, fuccccded 
Alexander, t»^l was not lets pleafed with 
the Alexandrian Jews, to whofe care he 
committed all the ibrtre lies in E gypt; and 
fixed colonies o f ihefe people in retie, 
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and Other cities of Lybia, for his greater

**^This  ̂Ptolemy was fuccceded by Ptolenn' Phila- 
delphus, who releafed all the Jewifli prifoiiers in the 
country, remitted their taxes and other debts; and 
was fo zealoufly inclined to be inftruHed in our laws 

/and culloms, and in the holy fcriptures, that he 
' begged for interpreters to explain thefe matters to 

him. 'i'hat no time might be lolt in fuch a worjc, it 
was commitied to the care o f Demetrius Phalereus, 
who was diflinguiflied for his knowledge and probity, 
and to Andrjcus and Arillac.is, two captains o f thc 
king’s guards. Now it is unre.ilonable to think that 
this veneration for the culloms and laws o f the Jews 
couid fublill without a proportioi able refpetl for 
their prcdecelfors. But Apiun mull be unac.* 
quainted with this part o f hillory, if he did not 
know that all the Macedonian kings favoured the 
Jews.

Ptolemy, named likewife Euergetes, .ifobv Pio- 
having fubdued Syria, did not worfhip lemy Ku«ne. 
thc Egyptian gods, in acknowledgment 
o f  his viclory ; but fdc'rihcetl after the Jewifli man
ner; and returned thanks to God in tlie temple o f 
Jcrufalem.

T he whole weight o f the government ,nj f,y pt». 
ŵas committed, by Ptolemy Philometer, i«n>y Pniio- 

and thc queen Cleopatra, to two Jews, 
named Onias and Dofitheus. Apion feeks to cen- 
fure their condufcl; whereas his thanks were due to 
them for preferying Alexandria, o f  which he pre
tended to be a citizen ; for w*hen a rebellion pre
vailed in Egypt, and the place was nearly iofl, all 
was adjufted ny the condutl o f thefe Jews. Apion 
fays, that foon after this the place was entered by 
Onias, with a finall arm y; Tnermus, the Roman 
ambafiador, being prefent: but he fays no more o f  
this afiair; though the action w’as undoubtedly a 
very brave one.

Ptolemy Philometer was fucceeded by 
his fon Ptolemy Phifcon, who marched 
from Cyrene, to drive Cleopatra, and the 
king’sMons, from E gyp t,^ n d  afTTume the 
government. Hereupon 0 >̂ ias made war 
on Phifcon, In favour o f  Cleopatra, to de
fend the right.'* o f  royalty at (i.!l events: but never 
happened a more fuigu ar inflance o f  the divine 
power and judice than on this occafion : for Ptolemy 
being ready to engage in battle with Onias, he gaVe 
orders that the Jcw8 o f Alexandria, o f both fexes, 
and all a r̂es, ihould be (liipped, bound, and thrown 
to the elephants, that they might be trampled to 
death ; the bealts having been previoudy intoxicated, 
to inilame their ra g e : but, mort unex
pectedly, the elephants touched not the 
Jews, but dcllroyed numbers o f  the bell 
friends o f  Ptolemy', to whom, at this mo
ment, appeared a horrid figure, com
manding him to ceafe perfecuting the Jews. Ptole
my’s favourite mitlrefs likewife lupplicatcd him to 
thc fame purpole; on which he was not only pre

vailed
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vailed upon to com ply, but repented o f  all the cru
elties which he had either perpetrated or intended. 
This fafct is To well known, that an annual fcftival in 
memor>f o f  their el'cape, is n )  this day kept by the 
Jews oi A lexan d ria; yet fuch is the antipathy o f 
Apion to every thing generous, that he ceni'ures the 
Jews for engaging in this war againit Phifcon, where
as he <)ught to have extolled that fenfe o f  jultice 
whic^i inlpired them.

The lafl Cleopatra who reigned in A lex
andria, is celebrated by Ajjion. on ac
count o f her ingratitude to the Jews, in- 
ftead of his reproaching her lewd life and 
condufct; her inlidelity to the bell o f hui'- 

bands; her treaclicry to the Romans, and her impe
rial benefadors; her caufing her innocent (i(ler 
Arhnoe to be put to death in the tfni])lej the perfi
dious murder o f her brot^her; the riding the temples 
o f  the gods, and the fepulchres o f her anceltors; and 
her rebelling againll the adopted fon and fucce(for 
o f  the iirlt Ciclar, from whole bounty flic had re
ceived her kingdom.^_Nor is this all : Cleopatra’s 
charms and falcinations rendered Antony a traitor 
to his friends and country ; fhe dethroned fome 
princes, and made others the inftruments to propa
gate their vices.
ua«iicn of It will be now proper to remark on the* 
herviiccon- mcannefs o f fpint evinced by this Cleo- 

patra, who, at the naval battle o f Afctium, 
dcferted even her beloved Antony (the father o f 
many o f her childrenj, whom file compelled to for
feit his honour, quit his forces, and follow her. 
W hat condud could be more worthy ofcen fu re? 
W hen Ca;rar took Alexandria, flie was fo enraged, 
that Ihe prided herfelf on her barbarities; and 
thought if  ihe could have killed all the Jews with 
her own hairds, fhe fhould have been recompenfed 
for the lofs o f the city. If, as Apion reports, corn 
was refufed to the Jews, during the time o f tamine, 
by Cleopatra, this writer could have no reafon to 
anign this as a difgrace to us. But the evil deeds 
of Cleopatra have been rewarded.

The Jews, J ji  their juftiflcation,’ may 
appeal to tbc emperor hiinfelf, to the 
tertimoniaJflr o f  Auguftus Ca*T'ar, and the 
public dejrees o f  the Icnate o f Rom e; 
which will furnifh united teltimony o f 
the firm faith and allegiance they nave 

always borne to the empire, and particularly in the 
Egyptian war. Thefe are the authorities that Apion 
Uiould have confulted, if he meant to have done juf- 
tice to the Jews. He ought to have taken the opinion 
o f Alexander, the Ptolemies, and all the moft diltin- 
;:;uilhed Roman emperorsj as well as o f the fenatc. 
It was owing to a fcafoii o f  fcarcity,- and not to any 
fault o f  the Jews, that Germanicus could not fupply 
all the Alexandrians with corn. The affeflion o f 
the emperors towards the Alexandrian Jews was 
never doubted: wheat was granted to them in com
mon with their neighbours ; they had ample crcdit at 
all times, having the command o f the river, arid 
uihcr luilt:^ o f  cunfequcncc; iu ibcy were
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trufted more than otherpeople, in ftalions and affairs 
o f importance.

Apion afks. I f  the Jews are citizens o f R,piy,o 
Alcxandrid, why they do ni)t embrace the ApuM'i ob> 
fame religion ; and worfl^j the fame gods 
as their fellow-citir.ens ? anfwer his queflion b y  
a Hmilar one. How happens it that the Egyptian.srdir- 
ferin opinion refpeding the mode o f worfhip ? Shall 
we dount their being men, becaufe in an unnatural 
manner they breed up beads, and then worlhip 
them Jews, on the contrary, live in harmony.
Now if tfie P^gyptfans are divided in fentiment, ought 
they to wonder that the Alexandrian Jews, who came 
from another country, fiuuild adhere to their old 
laws, though totally diffimilar from theirs?

Apion nnputesali thefatlions in the.ftate 
to thedivilions refpetling matters o f reli- i< lc ir, th e  

gion between the Alexandrian Jew.s, and Jo** ofA!e»- 
tne old inhabitants. 1 f  this were true o f  the 
Alexandrian Jews, why not o f all the Jews .iimn of the" 
in other places: fince wherever we are ftditionc(*rf, 
difperfed, there is an uniformitv in our condutt ? 
T hey who attend to the nature o f  thefe commotions, 
will find that they were excited by perfons o f Apion’s 
difpofition ; fince, while the Cjreeksand M acedoni
ans refided in this city, the Jews exercifed their re
ligion uiimolefted, and the people in general lived in 
harmony ; whereas, on the increafe o f thcEgypiiansy 
the times grew more tu m u liM O u s .  T he Jews, in all 
variations, remained the fame ; while the others, 
leis confonant than the Macedonians,' lefs prudent 
than the G reeks, made all the dilturbance; being 
previoufiy irritated bv the ayerfion they had, to the 
Jews, and infligated by the ill example o f  the E g yp 
tians. Thefe people, I fay, were the authors oi our 
confufion; and we are blamed for the crime of-the 
very perfons who accufe us. W e  are likewife treated 
by Apion as (trangers, though undoubtedly invefied 
with all the rights o f  freemen; while our adverfarie* 
pretend to be citizens, without the fhadow 'of a title 
to fupport their claim. H iflory does. ncK infonn u» 
that the princes o f ancient times, or the later em
perors, granted freedom to the E gyptians: whereas 
Alexander the Great was the firll who bellowed that 
favour on us, and his grants have been extended by 
future monarchs : and fince their time the Roman* 
have continued and confirmed them.

T he Jews are likewife cenfured by 
Apion for not erefting flatues in honour ( ig n c d » i> y t) i«  

of the emperors; as if  they could not Jtw'couUnot
• ‘ ■ ,1 ■' . .  c o n fe a t  (0 l e thave noticed this circumllance without

his interpofition. Inllcad o f reflefUngon ftan:«< in h*. 
us, he ought rather to have extolled the 
Romans,* for permitting their fubjefls to 
enjoy their own religion, without demanding o f  
them fuch honours as Uiey could notdifchargc con
fident with ihc rights o f  confcience. The value o f  
obligation is enhanced by the unfolidted freedom 
with which it is granted. It may be faid, that it is 
comnior», among the C reeks ana other people, to  
hold in high ellimation the piftures (it images o f 
their parents, children, feivantS) and even Itraiv

g e r s ;


