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affiirance that the divine favour and protcClion would 
be manifefted by an infallible fign. It was no unufuai 
cuftom with the faftion to pretend to have received 
revelations o f  the will o f  G od, in order to prevent 
their people from defertingi and to induce tncm to 
encounter every  kind o f  danger. Perfons in circum- 
ftances o f diltrets, when they are llwtcred with relief, 
even on tho report o f  a £4|e proj^ict, arc generally 
inclined to beiieve*thnt their real niisfortunes have 
been ftiagnified by their feaYi.

V C H A P .  XI .
V

Accounhof a Q m d reftmhling a Sword. O f  a remark
able Light feen rmind the AUar. A Lamb produced 
by a Cow. A  Brafen Gate opens without Hands. 
Chariots and armed Men feen in the A ir. A  Coun
tryman, named J E S U S , makes a Jirange Exclama
tion. He is JirJl piinijfied, and then dijmiJJ'ed as a 
Man out o f  hn Henfes. At length he fortlells his 
own Ruin.
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W I T H  what readinefs did thefe en; 
thufiafUc wretches give credit to 

impoftors, counterfeits, and falfe lep orts! 
W hile admonitions flowing from the lips 

of truth, and confirmed by prodigies, and other 
prognoflics o f  their approacning ruin, made no im- 
preflion on'them . O n thcle occafions they feemed 
to be deprived o fjh e  faculties proper to make a right 
application o f the^yents, and o f courfe they paid no 
regard to them, shis may be inftanced by the foU 
lowing fingular exam ples:

A  comet, which bore the refemblance 
o f  a fword, hung over the city o f Jerula- 
lem for the fpace o f a whole year.

A  fliort time before the revol^ a mufl 
remarkable and extraordinary light was 
feen about the.altar. This fpeclacle, 

which continued for about half an hour, gave a <ight 
equal to that o f the day, and happened ontheeijjnth 
or the month Xanthicus, at the ninth hour o f the 
night, prece<ling the celebration o f the feaft o f  the 
palfover. Ignorant perions confidcred this unnlual 
and wonderlul appearance as a happy oinci*’; but 
thofe o f fuperior judgment averred That it was a pre- 
diftion o f  approaching war; and their opinion was 
fully ratified by the event.

,  A cow bri gi A t thc timc o f  the feftival above-menti- 
Torth a lamh oncd anothef fiugular prodigy occurred, 
mihetemple. proper pcrl'ons were leading a cow
to the akar to be tacrificed, flic was delivered o f  a 
lamb in the niidfl o f  tlic temple. ’
A br»ftn t»te SoHd braDi C&tnpoicd the caftem gate o f 
epeiuwithout the interior tem ple; and this gate .was.of 

fuch an immenle weight, that it was ihe 
labour o f twenty men to make it tail every night. It 

(was fccured with iron bolts nnd bars, whic.h w erejet 
/down into a large cavity dug out o f  one intjie Tldrjie.
 ̂ N o. 28. )
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About thc fifth hour o f  the night this gate opened ' 
without any human afTillancc; and immediate notice 
o f this event being given to the officer on duty, he ; 
lo^l no tiiue in endeavouring to reflore it to its former^ ? 

' ntuatiort)' but it was with the utmolt difficulty that he I 
accomplifhed it. There were not wanting fome ig
norant people, who deemed this to hr a fccond good , " 
omen, infinuating that Providencc had hereby fct > 
open a gate o f blcffings to the people: but perfons o f 
fuperior difcrction were o f a. contrary opinion ; and 
concluded thedellruftion o f thc city, ana thc fiicccfs 
o f  th  ̂enemy, were prediCled by the opening o f thc 
gate.

On the twentv-firfl day*of thc month 
Artemifius, not long after the feitiyal was 
ended, a vifion o f Ci) extraordinary a kind 
made its appearance, that I fliould be fcru- 
pulous o f venturing to relate it, but that thc events 
which were foretold have a l r e a d y  a d i i a i l y  happened, 
and I c<Mild yet produce feveral witncf es w 10 faw 
the circumllance to tellify its truth., Before the fel
ting o f  the fun, chariots and armed men were feen 
in the air, in various parts o f  thc country, palfing 
round the city, among the clouds.

W hile the priells were going to perform 
thc duties o f  their fun£iion according to 
cuftom, in the inner temple, on the feall 
o f  Pentccoft, they at firft heard an indif* 
tinft murmuring made, which was fucceeded by a 
voice, repeating, in thc pUuneft and moll carnelt 
iiwnner, “  Let us he gone, let us be gone.”

But thc molt extraordinary itory o f  the 
whole yet remains unrelated. About four madoD (%i jc« 
years before the commencement o f the '''*»• »c»un- 
war, and while the city appeared to li« in 
the mofl perfc6lpeace, and abounded in plenty, there 
came to the feafto f Tabernacles, which is annually 
celebrated to the honour o f  God, a fimjile country
man, named Jefus, who was the fon o f  Ananus, arid 
who, without any previous intimation, exclaimed in 
the following manner: “  A  voice^^otn thc ca ll; a 
voice from the w eft; a %'oice fr<?m tnM our quarters 
o f the w orld; d voice to Jerufalem, and a voice 
to th i tem ple: a voicc to tncn and women newly 
married, and a vx)icc to the nation at large." I n this 
manner did he continue his exclauijtions nighl and 
day, in various placcs, through all die ftr-ets o f thc 
city. Some per bns o f eminence in li><* governm'nit 
were fo o(IV:nded at thc freedom o f ill-om;,ned 
exclamatio^i, that they direfted that the man fliould 
be appreljcndcd and whipped fcvcrely. , He bore his 
fuffenngs not only without complaint o f  the injuflice 
o f  them, but without faying a word iii his defence: 
^ut his puniftiment was no fooncr endcd, than he 
proceeded as before with his denouncing exclama
tions. B y this time the magiftrates were fufpicious 
(and indeed not withtmt reulonj that wbat he had faid 
pr^occedcd divine impulfe o f a fuperior
power that jnfluenced his words, llcre-^ 
upon he was fe>iu to Albinus, thc governor f«r!iiuOc m.a 
o f  Judspa, who direClcd that he mould be p"  
whipped with fuch fevcrity that his bones appeared;

7 A  yet,
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yet, even in this fituation, he neither wept nor fup- 
pUcated; but in a voice o f  mourning he repeated, 
after each ftroke ; “  W o e, woe to Jerufaiem !" O n 
this extraordinary conduti, Albinus was induced to 
interrogate him with refpeft to his charafter, and the 
places o f his birth and refidence; and what could 
induce him to proceed as he had done ; but he re- 
plijcd not to any o f  thefe queftions: wherefore Aibi- 
nus found him fclf under a nccelfuy o f  dirmifTiiig 
him, as a man out o f his fenfes.  ̂ From this period to 
the commencement o f the war, it was not known that 
Jcfus vifited or fpoke to any o f  the citizens; no» was 
he heard to fay any other words than that iticlancholy 
ientence, “  W o e, woe ft) Jerufalem!” Thofe who 
daily punifhed him received no ill language from 
him ; nor did thofe who fed him receive his thanks: 
but his general fpeech to every one was an ominous

Sreditiion. It was remarked that on public feltivals 
e was more vociferous than on other occafions : and 

in the manner above-inentioncd he continued to pro
ceed for the fpace o f  feven years and five months; 
nor did his voice or llrength appear to fail him till his 
prediftions were verilied by the fioge o f  Jerufalem. 
W hen this event had taken place, he went, for the 
lall time, on the wall, and exclairhed, in a more 
Hoforeteiii powetful voicc than ufual, “  W o e, woe 
hu owndMih to this city, this temple, and this i>cople 
and concluded his lamentation by faying, “  W oe, 
woe be to m yfelf!” H e had no fooncr fpoken thefe 
words, than, in the midft o f  his prediftions, he was 
dettroyed by a Hone thrown from an engine, 
vimiictionof From what has been above-recited it 
Provtdencr, will bc evident to mankind in general, 
«nd ro»nitiiiJ that our dcdrutlion arifes from our mif- 
Iheyo-nm*. condu6l; and that Providence, by the 
fcriei »ni gift o f our rcafonable faculties, as well as 
««"'■ by the aids o f  prediftion aiKl reve
lation, has contributed, in an abundant de
gree, to the general good, and lading advantage, 
o f  all its creatures. O ur ruin is certainly to be at- 
tributed to oudijlke^ when we refufe to take warn-, 
ing after beii^^^rcmbnilhed o f  future events. It is 
altonilhing that the Jews, after poU'effing themfelves 
o f Antonia, fhould have reduced the temple to a 
fquare form, when they knew that the facred writings 
contained a prediftion, importing that the city and 
temple fhould be both taken, whenever it ihould be 
t v  f«- rcdiiced to that figure. But the principal

• I. ii.piy motive by which they were induced to 
•pr*i>hecy lo undertake this deftruaive war, was the 

doubtful meaning o f  anothtr text, which 
•» rtfcrrini: It intimated that, in thofe days, a perfon 
«oVtip<fi*n. fiiould come out o f  Judxa, who fhould 
have the command o f all the world. This text they 
applied to their own nation ; and the error prevailed 
even among men o f fupcrior rank: while, in fktl, 
the prophecy related to Vefoafian, who became an 
emperor while in Judaea. Fancy appears to be the 
general guide in interpretations : thusj at Iciift, it 
happened with the Jews, till the deflruRion o f  them- 
feives and the country convinced them o f the error 
iu which they had been involved.

Inienioui tr-  
titice of a 
cliild under 
ihe prellurt of
thirll.

C H A P .  XII.

The Army proclaims T IT U S  Eviperor. T IT U S  com
mands that ths Prirjis fhould be put to Death. lie  
offers Terms to the FcHinn ; which are rrjeBe^, the 

f £ W S - alledging that thty were hound to the contrary 
iy Oath. Herevpnn Titus orders that no jfE W S  

Jhould he allowed either ProteQicn or (Quarter,*

By  this time the infurgentx had fled into 
the city, while the temple, and all its cif.imcd tin. 

adjacencies, continued on fire. The Ro- 
man army now placed their enfigns againft the raflern 
gate, where they made lal■rificê  o f thanklgivm g, and 
proclaimed Titus emperor with every pufTibic dcmon- 
ftration o f jo y . So large a treaf'ure in gold was now 
obtained in Syria, that it was reduccd to half its ac- 
cuftomed value.

Among the priefts on the wall there hap
pened to be a child, who rcqucfled the 
Roman guards to g iw  him a draught o f 
water to auench his thirft: this, on the 
promife oi good faith on botii fides, they 
readily did, in compaflion to his tender age and great 
neceflity. O n going down to drink the water, he 
took with him a flaggon, which he filled, and run o ff 
with it to his friends with f'uch expedition, that the 
guards found it impoffiblc to catch him. On this the 
Romans accufed the boy with having forfeited his 
w o rd : but, in his defence, he allcdgcd that he had 
only contra£led with them for pernufhon to fetch the 
water, but not to remain with thenjpvhen pofltffed o f 
it, and o f  courfe had not viola»Cd his agreement. 
T h e Romans-fubmitted to the impofition in confide- 
ration o f  the innocence o f  the fraud.

T h e  priells having continued on the 
wall yet five days longer, an extremity o f 
hunger at length compelled them to go 
down, and furrender themfelves prifoners j 
whereupon the guards c(^ndufted them to 
Titus, before whom they humbled them
felves, and intreated his merciful regard.
T o  this the emperor replied, that they were too late 
in their application ; for as the temple was now de- 
ftroyed, it was not unreafonable that the prieft* 
fhould lhare its fa te ; fince they ought to perifti with 
the temple to which they belonged : and hereupon 
he ordered them to be put to death.

The leaders o f  the fuftion now finding 
how they were befet on all fides, and fur- 
roundea, fb that there was no poflibility of 
theirefcape, propofed toenter into a treaty

extremity 
01 hungeri 
ccrt«io pnefl» 
arc obhgei to 
funender 
ihemfeWest 
»nd put (9 
death.

with the emperor; to wiiich he, from his

A treaty re-
by

tidiOB. which 
Titus incliuat 
to {I ant.

wonted benevolence o f difpofition, lent a favourable 
car, partly indeed, on the recommendation o f  his 
friends, and partly with a view to fpare the city, in 
the hope diat the infurgents, by their future conduft» 
might deferve his mercy. Titus tooL»his Ration on 
the weft fide o f  the interior temple, near the gate* 
which Icjilo the gallery; and between the temple and V 
the uppeH^own there was a bridge o f  conimunica-

tion>

y,



chap. XII.3 T H E  W A R S  O F  T H E  J E W S . 559

tion, b y  which the Romans and Jews were at this 
time feparated. O n  each fide the foldiers crowded 
round their commanding officers; the Romans, on 
the one part, eager to fee how Titus would receive 
the fupphcants; and the Jews, on the other, equally 
eager to learn what chance there was o f  their 
being pardoned. Titus having ordered his men to 
forbear making any acclamations, and to keep the 
Itriclell peace and moft profound iilence, intimated 
to th  ̂ Jews, by an interpreter, that it was his j)ro- 
vince to fpeak firlt; and then addrelfed himfelf to 
them in the following m anner:
AJdrAof “  A rc  you not yet convinced that your 
T.iust^.c country has already fuff'cred fufficient va- 
]«wi. \  o f  wretchedncfs ? W ill you never
f(j far recover your fcnfes as to be convinced o f 
your own weaknefs, and the power o f  the Rom ans; 
But Itill perfilt, like ideots and madmen, to the de- 
llruftion o f your city, your temple, your country
men, even when you know yourfelves will be in
cluded in the general ruin ? Is there a period, fince 
the time that Pompey reduced your cu y to afhes, 
when you have been free from* tumults and conten
tions ? W h y then will you perfilt to make open war 
on the Romans ? You cannot, certainly, depend on 
your numbers, when you mult be already convinced 
shat you are not able to cope with the half o f  our 
army. It you flatter yourfelves with the Heady ad
herence of your auxiliaries and allies, you fhould 
recoiled that there is not a people fn the world, who 
is not in Ibme degree under our fubjeftion, or that 
would not niuch rather have the Romans than the 
Jews for their frirnds. I f  you vjriue yourfelves on 
the number o f  yoVr people, remember that the G er
mans are in fubjem on to us. I f  you depend on the 
llrcngth o f  your walls, they are lefs able to protett 
you tnan the ocean, which guards Britain; and yet 
the people o f that country oppofed us in vain. I f  you 
r e ly o n  the good condufcl and magnanimity o f  your 
oHicers, remember that even the Carthaginians nave 
fubmitted to the Romans. But the enemies that our 
coimtrymen have made, have arifen from their own 
humamtyj in permitting you to poflefs lands,* and 
allowing your tribes to be governea by kings chofen 
from among themfelves. W e  have likewife permitted 
you the free excrcife o f  the laws o f  your own coun
try ; and confented to your liw ng in the way agree
able t'o yourfelves, whether in yoilr own country or 
in diftant places. But above all, and which is a fa
vour you could not have expeft^'d, we have permit
ted you to receive, colletl, and employ all the contri- 

. Jjujtions and f'ums t)f money within your department, 
to iu p p o rt your religion and the worrtiip o f  your 
God ui the way molt agreeable to yourfelves, and 
thofe o f ’ your opinion. But you have made no other 
ufe (Jt all this (uigular favour and indulgence, than 
the accumulation o f  riches which have enabled you 
to employ our own treafures againll ourfelves. In a 
word, your condutt bears a near refemblarice toibvU 

I o j ^ e  ferpent, that IIitics to death the man whole 
^bofom afiords him proteaion.

“  I mull acknowledge that the fupinc b cW ^ iiV  o f

NVro infprtred you with a decree o f  contempt that 
induced you to forget the eale and repoTe you then 
enjoyed, and gave rife to the future extravagance o f  
your ambition.

“  It is proper that I tell you that my father did not 
vifit judafaw ithayiew  tochaftife your defetlion from 
Ceflius, but wifhing to give you liich advice and 
premonition as might tend to your reformation. I f  
u had been his objett to depopulate the nation, 
be would at or.ce have (truck the important flroke, 
beginning with Jerufalem rather than G alilee; but 
he cbofe the latter proceeding, to admit leifure for 
your repentance : but his benevolence was conltrued . 
nuo v e a k n e fs; and your f^iture infolence hath beea  
founded on the lenity o f  the Roman.s.

“  Agreeable to tlw prafciice o f other abandoned

!)eople, you took advantage o f our intcftine divi- 
ions after the death o f Nero. N o fooner had my 

father and I retired grom Egypt, but, in our ahfence^ 
you fought the opportunity o f  laying the foundation 
o f a w ar: and notwithftanding all the benevolent 
exertions o f  which we gave j>r<H)f in the government 
o f that diflrid , you were yet hardened enough iri 
'iniquity to concert meafitres agaiiilt us, at the period 
when my father was declarecl emperor, and m yfelf 
his fucceffor. N ay you proceeded (till farther; for 
after our dignities were confirmed by the general 
confent, and we were in the actual poffeffion o f the 
empire, and were congratulated by deputies from 
all the foreign ptjwers on our accefTion to the govern- 
n*ent, the Jews Itill continued our enemies. T his 
was evident by their fending ambaffadors even be
yond the Euphrates, to folicit forces to afTift them in 
their revolt. I would forbear to mention your newly- 
erefted fortifications, and the factions contrivances 
by which you have produced a civil w ar; fince theV 
are proofs o f  ingratitude worthy only o f  the mo/t 
abandoned o f  the human race.

“  A t the time my father, much againft his inclina
tion, difpatched me to fubdue thisobllinate city to obe
dience, i flattered m ylelf that tt^ V jhabitants would, 
be glad to accept o f  terms o f  pf!ice!'*?5id I not be- 
feech you to prevent a war, before a blow had palfed 
on either fide ? W as I not afterwards anxioufU' lolici- 
tous to render it as eafy to you as poflible ? Did I ever 
refufe to receive any man who furrender»*d himfelf to
me, or violate my faith to any one after he had fur- 
rendered ? I treated your prifoner* with unufual 
tenderncfs, nor ever punifhed one o f your brethren 
who did not feck to extend the unhappy breach be
tween us. It was with great relutlance that I firft 
began to demolifh your walls; and I prevented all 
executions among you to the utmoit o f my power. 
A s often as 1 obtamed any advantage over you,
I befought you to Lillen to terms o f  peace, witn as 
much earncltnefs as i f  you had been the conquerors.. 
W hen 1 approached your temple, I did not dedroy 
it, as, by the nght I had acquired by the law o f 
arms, I might have done. I only defircd you tO' 
have mercy on yourfelves, and (pare the I'acred pri
ces appertaining to you. A t length I offered, you. 
full permifEon to depart, and on terms o f the utmoit

fccu rity :
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fecu ritj : but •when you preferred war rather than

})eacc, I left the choice o f  time and placc to your- 
elves ; yet what is the confequcnce o f  my humane 

confideration, hut that you have fet fire to the very 
temple which I would have prefervcd ? And, after 
all that has paffcd, you have the aflurance to invite 
me to a treaty, as if  you had a fingle argument to 
urge, in atonement for the devaftation you have 
made. Is it to be thought that I can on any ternis 
grant a pardon to thofe who would not fpare their 
own temple ? Y ou  even priefent yourfelves now in 
arms, nor pul on the lealt appearance o f petitioners 
lor favour. But let us cxamme the foundation'yo*‘ 
kave for this confident behaviour. Y ou r people arc 
totally difpirited; your temple is deUroyed; your 
city is mine by the law o f arms, and you remain en
tirely at my difpofal ; yet even to the prefcnt mo
ment you perfift to demand terms b f honour. But 
wherefore fhould I longer remonftrate with a folly 
fo oWtinate ? L ay  down your arms and fiibmit, and 
I will yet fpare your lives. It is true that I will caufe 
exem plary juftice to be done on the principal offen
d ers; but the reft fliall feci the belt cttclis o f my 
humanity.”

T o  this addrcfs the faftion returned an 
anfwer, importing that they could not 
furreiider on any promife or affurance o f 
fafety that the emperor could make, as 
they were folem nly fworn not to make any 
fubmiifion : btu, with his permifTion, they 
were ready to retire with their wives and 

children, into the dcfert, and leave to the Romans 
the poffenion o f the city. Enraged by the idea o f 
prifoners giving law, and prci'criBing terms to the 
conqueror, Titus cauled proclamat4on to be imme
diately made, intimating that, for the future, no 
Jew fliould prcfumc to apply to him cither for quar
ter or p roteftion: but that they now might have re- 
courfc to arms, and defend themfelves in the befl 
manner in their power; for that the laws o f  war 
fliould hereafter d/*terminc his conduft towards them. 
ThcRom.nt the folfliers had immediate
luiu icveiAl pcrmillion to uttark diem with fire and
Juiidinpof iwurd, and to apply the plunder they
•oaiê ueocc. could o b ta in  in the city to their own ufe.
O n the prelent day no Hep was taken ; but on the 
following morning they ftt fire to the council cham 
ber, the caftle, the rcgiftcr-oifice, and a placc named 
Ophlas ; whcnce the names fpread to ^uccn Helen's 
palace in the middle o f  ijie mount, d'-flroying where- 
cver they-camc, and burning a great numner o f dead 
bodies, which crowded the ftrects and houles in every 
part.

O n the day lad mentioned the Tons and 
brothers o f king lzates, with divers other 
p erfbnsof diftindion, united in a petition 
to Titus to fpare the/r lives; to which, 

agreeable to his accullomed humanity, \ic conrented; 
though he was highly Cnrag êtJ at their condudK ')'he 
rup p fica iu s, h ow ever, w ere nil lo d g ed  in j)nfonsj 
and the fons and near relations o f  were lent to
Home as hoUagcs, in a Uiori time afterwards.

Titus extendt 
his ctvmeacy 
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C H A P .  X III.

Tht Infurgenti kill vpwardi o f Eight Thmifani P er. 
fons, and feize Money to a large Avmint. Rmns, 
Vaults, and othtr Piacrs being fearcked fo r  the 
Dfferters, all thofe who are taken are pid to Death.

T h e  next proceeding o f  the infur- 
gentTi was, to advance to the royal 

palace, a place o f great ftrength and fecu- 
rity, in which treafure to an immenfe 
amount wasdtfpofited. From this palace 
the Jews routed the Romans, o f whom 
they killed about eight thoufatid four 
hundred, and made prize o f  all the treafure,, 'to  an 
immenfe amount. In the courle o f this engagement 
two o f  the Roman foldiers were made prifoners; 
one o f them o f the cavalry, the other o f the infan
try. The latter was firit put to death, and then 
dragged through the llreets o f the city ; as if  the in
tention had been to deride the whole nation, by the 
iiifult offered to one unhappy wretch. T he other

f)rifoner, pretending ^hat he had a circumltance o f  
bme conlequence to difclofe, v\as immediately con

ducted to Sim on; but, on his arrival, he had nothing 
to mention that was deemed o f the leafl. confequence; 
wherefore, Ardalas, one o f  Simon’s officers, received 
orders to put him to death. Hereupon his hands 
were bound behind him, a cloth was tied over his 
eyes, and he was condufted from Simon’s prcfencc, 
to be beheaded within view o f the R om ans: but ju lt 
in the inftant that the executioner was drawing his 
fword, to perform his duty, the prifvner flipped rom 
him, and effected an efcane to tW; Romans. This 
circumltance being made known l o  Titus, he con
fide red the cafe, and would not adjudge him to death 
for dcferting from the enemy in fo critical a fuuation, 
but deemed it fo difgraceful for a Roman foldier to 
be taken prifoner, that he ordered him to b e ’ dif- 
armed and cafhiered; a punifhment even worfe than 
death in the opinion o f  a man o f  honour.

O n the following day it happened that 
the Romans routed the Jews from the 
lower town, on which occafian they fet 
fire to all the buildings as far as Siloah, 
and were happy to lee the dcftru6Hon oc- 
cafioiied by the conflagration ; l5ut they 
acquired no treafure ; for the inrtirgents had already 
fafely depofitt d this in the upper town. It is worthy 
o f  remark, that the rebels were not o f a difpofition to 
lameiu any calamities their vices had occafioned; 
and they comported themfelves with their accuftopjci^ 
pride, oven when forti.'iie appeared to be their deter
mined foe. T h ey  fecmed to behold die burning o f 
the city with a degree o f pleafure; and public!?: laid, 
that, as affairs were then fituated, the approach o f 
death would not create in them the leatt degree of 
concern or regret. T h ey  bad feen the dcflruflion 

. the people, aimed to annihilation ; they had brcn 
wunefies to the temple being burnt to tht. groumi; \ 

the city in flames; and were now / 
p ica lea n u t the Romans, who were to lucceed them,

\ 1 could
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Dcfertei 
the Riimi 
fcirched for, 
aiidi wlt«n 
akea, put to 
death.

could not take poflcffion o f  any thing tlwt might af
ford them fatisfaOion.
T J ieyp a yn o  W hilc affatrs wcfc In this fitiiatlon, Jo- 
ijgjrdtorhc fephus cxcfted his utmoR endeavours lo r 

the prefervation o f  the few rcmainingin- 
jo c p  u . habitants o f a ruined and almort depopu
lated city. He applied hiinfclf to the pafTtons o f the 
people by every art o f  invcftivc, complaint, advice, 
and encouragem ent; but all that he conld fay tended 
to aiffwer no valuable purpofe: the Jews were not 
Only bound by the facred ooligatjons o f their oaths, 
but ahnoft fubdued by tJie fuperior numbers o f  the 
R o i^ n a : exclufiye o f  which they were inured to 
b lo\}, and familiar with dcltruftion.

In tiiis unhappy (ituation o f  affairs they 
difperfed themfelves throughout the city, 
fearching all the ruins, vaults, and other 
places oi fecretion, for futh as had del'ert* 
ed. G reat numbers o f  thefe beuig feized, 

they were all put to death, for tliey were fo weak that 
they could not feek their fafety oy fligh t; and the 
dead bodies were thrown to the dogs. Still, howe
ver, famine threatened a dead# more dreadful than 
any other. M any o f  the Jews now defcrted to the 
Romans, in mere defpair, for they could not enter
tain any other expefclation than that they might be 
immediately nut to death, to-prevent the mifcries o f 
harving. The infurgents likewife lharcd the fame 
fate, haviiig been iu/tigated by the fame motives. 
A t this yrihappy jundure diere was not a fingle (Ireet 
in the city but what was beltrewed with dead bodies, 
feme o f  which had been flarved, and the refl fallen a 
facrifice to the ri^ge o f  the famine.
Fruitlefs re- Thcvnfurgents placed their laft hope in 
fourcMof the conceaiment. T h ey  fought every private 
m urgent̂  place o f  retreat, vainly hoping that they 
might remain conccaled till the conteft fhould be at 
an end, and the Romans had abandoned the place: 
they then imagined that their efcape might be fafcly 
effected; withdut reflefcUng that the all- eeing eye o f 
juflice could penetrate into the mdft fecret rcceffes. 
The Jews who had taken poffcfTion o f  the fubterraiie- 
ous retreats, were the authors o f more calamity than 
the Romans in fetting fire to the place. T h ey firft' 
robbed, and then murdered all who retired for fafety 
singutarmi- ‘ b̂cfc placcs. T hc famine now raged to 
liry .iteodinf fuch a degree, that violent contentions 
thefunine. arofc rcfpctting thc coarfefl and moft 
loathfbme foo d : and I am o f  opinion that if  thc fa
mine had continued for any confiderable time longer, 
they who furvivcd would have niade no fcruple o f 
feeding on the bodies o f  the deceafed.

C H A P .  XIV.

T IT U S prtpam to ertU new Mounts. Five IDU-
My£ /IN  ̂ DcpMtiti offer the Service o f tht People,

jy td  folicit his Forgivenejl. S IM O N  catt/es them to
I /^e put io Death. T I T V S  granti Liberty to above
• Thoufand Perfons who had deferktk^'him.

-No. 28.

Five Idu<« . 
mipiin dtpu- 
ties from tha 
citr
■blv received

A  Prifft, named J E S U S , compmnds ■with TJTUS
fo r  hts Life. '■

SU C H  was the fituation o f  the upper N-wmfuo'̂ j 
town, on crags and precipices, that riifcdbyTi- 

Titus thought it would be an impoflibility 
to get i>ofleflton o f  it, without the CTeaion o f new 
mounts; wherefore he ordered that thele works 
fhould be commenced on thc twentieth d av o f  the 
month l.ous. It has been heretofore remarked that 
carriage was very cxpenfive, and attended with great 
trouble; for, to the diftanre o f  a hundred furlongs 
from' the town; the materials had all been cut down,' 
for the conlirucXion o f thc^ivorks heretofore ercdcd. 
T he four legion* now threw up a niotint on the weft 
fide o f the cuy, oppofite the royal palace ; while thc 
auxiliaries and the other forces threw up another 
mount near thc gallery and thc bridge, and fortified 
tlie pUce known l*y the name o f Simon’s Towtrr, 
whicn had been conflruded b y  Simon, during hi» 
war with John.

At this period fome o f  the Idumsean 
ofhcers held a council together, concerl- 
irig how their whole body fhould go over 
to the interclf of the Romans. H aving 
fixed (in their plan, they dil'patched five riiui. 
deputies to Titus, to make an offer o f  their fervicest 
and bv thefe they fent a petition, imploring the em
perors mercy in the name o f their wnole people. It 
mufl be acknowledged that this application was made 
^ :ry late in point o f  tim e; but T itus, thinkiiig that 
Simon and J[f)hn would make no farther refiltance 
after fo capital a .dcfertion, difmilfcd the deputiei 
with an anlwer importing that he would grant the pe
titioners their liv e s ; for the truth was, that he deemed 
thc Idumasans to be the moll formidable o f his op
ponents.

T h c above-mentioned plot having been m,eidu- 
diicovered. Simon gave orders that thc mie»M»»rep« 
five deputies fhould be inftahtly put to 5“ *̂“''“ ^ 
death, and that imprifonment fivfuld be many 0(lirr9 
the lot o f  thofe from whom 
ceived their diiettionx; o f  whom James 
the fbn o f Sofas was deemed to be the principal. As 
the leaders were now tnfnbjeftion, no {.jreat mifchj(;f 
was apprehended from (he eomnion foldierk; not- 
withftanding which a ftritler guard was kept over^hp 
remainder o f the Iduma:an» tiiaii had been heretofore 
thought necefl'ary; but every efl'ort dial could be de
viled proved ineffe£lual to prevent their defeiting to 
thc Romans. It is true that many o f them were llain 
in the attempt; but ftill greater niinibers eflcfcled 
their efcape, all o f  whom were received by' Titus, 
who had fo much generofity and benevolence, that 
he declined to prefsthe rigorous executitm o f his for
mer orders: wflile even the common fo\d\ers, partly 
faiiaied with i\ie blood that had been fpilt, nna part)/ 
in the hope o f obtaining booty began now to con- 
duft themfelves with rw re  lenity ami moderation 
than they had heretofore done.

B y  this time there were none remaining MuUi»ud»» o( 
but the inferior kind o f  people.; and ibcfci 3'* -  -in'-

7 B together
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titirwim together wiih their wives and children,
ami children, wcrc publicly fold like beads in ihe mar- 
pubjiciyfoid Itct; and at very low nriccs too, for. the 
in e m..r e purchaicrs wcr« but few in number. 'I'i- 
tus now rcHeHinp on this circuniltance, and on the 
proclamalion which Ije him lclf bad iilucd, dircQing 
that no more of the Jews fliould dciert to him fing- 
1)’, thouglu it his duly, as a man o f  humanity, to 
pret'erye as many o f them as pofliblc;; and therefore 
detcnoinc(i to revoke his former order, and to re- 
jxiive as many o f  them as fhpuld come to him fepa- 
ratelyj but he would not reccive any number toge- 

"iher. H e appointed proper perfbns to inquire' into 
their charafters, lo diicrvjninate between the worthy 
and the unworthy, and to treat every man accord
ing to his deleris.
Tcf«. ,  A t this period, there was a prieft named
jn.nr v.iu- Jeius, the Ion o f Thebuth, who com-
•bie ihingi to pounded for his life with the emperor, 

on the condition o f  his delivering up fc- 
litf. veral o f  the ornaments belonging to the

temple, with fome vellels, and other ar
ticles that had been prefented thereto. In purfu- 
ance o f  this contra£l, ne conveyed out o f  the tem-

f)le, and handed over the wall, feveral tables, )^ob- 
ctH, and cups, with a pair o f  candlefticks, all made 

o f  the fineli gold. He likewife prefented thecm pe- 
ror with a confiderablc number o f the velfcls uied 
in facrifice, with precious Hones, veils, and the 
habits ufcd by the priefts.
rhinea. tre«. About this time, likewife, Phineas, the 
lurcrof ihc keeper o f  the facred treafure, lx;ing
lemfit.makM taken prifoner, he gave up.a vail number
riwY?Mi4ii habits and girdles belonging to
•tfo/ptrcd. the priefts; together with fcarlet and pur

ple llulfB, which had been carefully laid 
by for future ufe. H e likewife made a diicovery of 
a quantity o f  cinnamon, callia, gums, and per
fumes, which were ufed for the incenfe daily o f
fered; together with a number o f  facred ornaments 
and effc£ls whiclji,werc the property o f  private per- 
fons. Now thgU>i'..Phineas was a lawful pril’oner, 
regularly taken m open war, yet, in conlideration 
o f thefe difcoveries, he wa.s treated with as much 
lenity as if  he had tnade them through the mere ef- 

o f his own iuclination.

C H A P .  XV.

2 'he R O M A N S advance with their Engines fo r  Bat
tery. S iM O N  and J O H N  are ttrrified. They 
at length abandon three Jhong Forts, T IT U S ac- 
iTiowledges the divine Interpojilion in Favour o f  the 
ROM AN'S. Orders iffued by him, refpcHlinĝ  the 
Frifoners.

Tiumou^ A  F T £ R  th e  e x p ir a t io n  o f  e ig h te e n  
I^UieRo. d a y s  th e  erefc lio n  o f  t h e m m in t s w a s
m«aud«uKc. C o m p le te d , o n  th e  fe v e n th  d a y  o f  th e
* moatk Gurpiccus (a n fw e r in g  to Septem

ber), at which time the Romans advanced with their 
engines for battery. M any o f  the infurgents now 
dcfpairing to hold poirelfion o f  the place any long, 
cr, abandoned the walls, and retired to the callle; 
while others concealed themfelves in vaults, and 
fubtcrranean paflages. Still, however, there were 
ionic, more obllinate than the reft, who were d e
termined to oppofe thofe who had the management 
o f  the batteries. In the mean time the enemy was 
greatly fuperior to them in numbers and'ftrength; 
and the Romans had the farther advantage that their 
troops were in full health and ipirits, and animated 
with the fuccefs they had obt^ned over an entm y 
that, having been unfortunate in their undertak ings, 
were dejeded by their lofles, and almoft abanfioned 
to defpair.

A s often as any o f  the Jews obferved simon md 
a flaw in the wall, or that any o f the John tcrrifie* 
turrets yielded to the impre/fion made 
by the battering engines, they fought their fafety by 
immediate flying from the p;ace o f  apprehendeif 
danger; till, at length, even Simon ana John were 
ternlied even to tht borders o f  defpair, and fled, 
before the Romans were advanced within ftich a dif- 
tance as to be able to do them a perfonal injury : 
for their fears operated to fuch a degree that they 
were frightened at dattger, wfc*ther real or appre
hended. Though thefe men were fome o f the molt 
abandoned o f  the human race, yet the extreme ca
lamity they endured could fcarcelv fail o f  exciting 
pity in the breafts o f  thofe who fo lately knew them 
boaftiiig o f  their imagined confequence, and tri
umphing in all the heicht o f prefitming arrogance. 
T he change in their affairs was ij'deed very great, 
and diflreflin^ in the highefl degree.

John and bimon now made an attempt 
on the wall which had been ere£led 
rouixl the city b y  the Romans. T h ey 
fuccceded, in fa£l, fo far in this attempt, 
as to make a breach in the wall; and 
their intention was to have attacked the 
guards, and by that means to have ef- 
feticd  their efcape. But when they expeSed to 
have been properly fupported in thts attack, they 
found that all their friends bad abandoned them: 
wherefore they retreated in confufion, as they were 
led by their fears and apprehenfions.

In this diftraded and wretch'“d (late o f  
affairs, every man told fuch a tale as was 
infpired by ms own apprehenfions. W hile 
one brought intelligence that the whole 
o f  the wall to the wellward wa* overthrown, others^, 
alTertcd that the Ron»ans were at the foot o f  ifTfs 
wall; and a third party declared that they had en- 
tereJd the city, and that fome o f  them were„in ac
tual pofl'effion o f  the towers. T heir imarirUitons 
appeared to realize their fears; they fell p>Pt)Tlr«e-oo 
the ground, lamenting their unhappy fate, bewailing 
their follies; and remained in a llate o f defpenmon 
o f which no lanjguage tan  convey an idea..

T h e goodnels and the power o f  God. 
weic ’TfSmarkable, and likew ife equally

eoii>

They
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people, and 
tbeif leaders
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fa tu tted ,«. confpicuous, O il thjj fingular occafion; 
orihdr the tyrannical leaders -of the oppofi
flfoogeft fottt tion were, eventually, the occafion o f 
totheRo- their own dellruttion, by ahandoning

thole, forts o f  their 0\sn accord, which 
could never have been taken, unlefs the bcfieged 
had been Itarved c m ; and this they did after the 
Jews had in vain fpent much time on other erefctions 
o f inferior ftrengtn. B y  this providential turn o f 
aflaift the Romans became matters o f  three impreg
nable forts, which they could never haye acquirra 
in ariy other manner; for the three towers I have 
mentioned were ablolute proof aeainii battery o f  
e v e ilk in d .
TheyaflViit N o fooncr had Simon and John, influ- 
tiienew^, CHCcd by the impulfe o f  a judicial fren-

the towers above-men- 
tioned, than they hurried awav to the 

vale o f  Siloah, where they repofed themfcKes for 
a fhort time, after the fatieiie they had undergone. 
H aving refrefhed themfelves, and recalled their 
fcatterod ideas, tliey aH'aulted the new wall at the 
above-mentioned place: but thfrir efforts were fo fee
ble, that they were ealily renulfed by the guards; for 
their mifery, defpair, and fatigue, had lo n'duced 
them, that tney had no ftrength remaining, and w -̂re 
glad to creep away, with their adherents, and con
ceal themfelves in vaults and caverns.

T he walls being now in poffeflion o f  
the Romans, they feoifled their colours on 
the towers, and exulted with the moft 
chearful acclamations, at the happy con- 

cluHon o f a wajr which promifed fo little in the 
commencement:fcfor they were compelled to be
lieve that the waj was at length ended, unlefs they 
had been difpol'ed to difcrcdit the evidence o f their 
ownfenfes.

B y  this time tbc foldiers had fpread 
themfelves into every part o f  thr city, 
ranging through th( llreets with drawn 
fwords, and facrifiicing to their rage every 
one they faw, without di(tin£tion. T h ey 
fet fire to the houlcs, and burnt »hem, 

and all their contents, to the ground. In many 
houfes into which they entered in fearch o f  plun
der, they found every pcrfon o f  the families dead, 
and the noufes in a manner filled with the bodies o f  
thofe'who had perifhed through hunger; wherefore, 
ihocked at fuch a fight, they frequently rcturnca 
without feizing their intended booty. Yet, notwith 
ftanding this apparent refpefl. they (hewed to the de- 
ceafedj. they gave no proofs o f their humanity to 
thC-living; for they put every man to the fword who 
fell in their way, tiU at length the bodies o f the dead 
filled ^  all the alleys and narrow palfcs; while their 
bluu«i|fHowcd to fuch a degree, as to run down the 
chanjKU o f the city in ftrcains. Towards night 
they ^ave over the praftite, but rertcwed their de- 
p re ^ io n s  by mean^ ol‘ fire.
Ty€i»mity T h c conflagrauon o f  the<ity o f  Jeru- 
•ntnifciem, &lcm endcd on the eighth day o f  the 

montli Gorpiaeus. Jerulalem waa-a city

The Romam 
fct up their 
ftandarda on 
the towen.

The Romin 
fuldien make 
» terrible 
butchery of 
th* inlubi- 
laMa.

that muft undouhtedly have been the en- *>r 
vy  o f  the univerfe, if  all the profperity 
that attended it from its original foundation had 
b()rnc any proportion fo the misfortunes and cala
mities which bofel it in thecourfe o f the (icge above- 
mentioned: and what aggravated ihcfe judgments 
was, that her own I'ons proved her deftruttiop; and 
that fhe had nurfed a race of vipers to prey on the 
body o f  the parent.

Titus employed himfelf in taking a fur- '
vey  o f  the ruins o f this dilHnguilhed ci- , furVeyV"* 
ty: while admiring the works and fortifi- the ruiiit, 
cations, and particularly the fortfeffes, 
which the ufurpers, in the* extravagance afcrfhin'gau"’ 
o f  their folK”̂, had abandoned: while he hUfucceiieit» 
was contemplating the (ituation, dimen- 
(ions, and elevation o f  the towers, with B«ing. 
the elegance o f  the itruftures, the curio- 
fity o ffh c  defign and workmanfhifv and the niaftcrly 
execution o f the whole, he exprefl'ed himfelf in the 
following manner: “  I f  our military operatirtns had 
not been aided by the immediate interpofition o f  
Heaven, it would have been impoffible that we 
fhould have ever poflefled ourfelves o f  thefi? for- 
treffes. In a word, it was God who fought for, and 
aided us, againfl the Jews: for a deed has been ac- 
complifhed which the hands o f men, or the force 
o f engines, could never have eftefcted.”

Titus having delivered himfelf to this Hereftore. to 
effe6l, and faid much more to the fame liberty the 
pprpofe, his next bufinefs was, to reftore pifcneraieft 
to hberty all thofe prifoners whom the by ,hV,*yVanti 
oppreflbrs had left in the towers. This 
being done, and the razing and demolition o f  the 
city completed, thefe towers alone excepted, he 
gave orders for the fparing them, as a memorial o f  
his good fortune ana fiiccefs; for, unlefs they had 
been abandoned, this fuccefs could never have 
arifen.

B y this time the foldiers were perfcftly Hiadetermi. 
fatigurd with the work o f  fluughttlr. not- nation wlib 
withftanding much appeared 
done. However, Titus commanded his 
men to defift, fo far as to the fparing all who fhould 
not be found in arms, or offer to make refiftance: 
yet, notwithftanding thefe direftions. the. foldiers 
exceeded their orders, and put to cleaih the fick 
and the aged, without pity or remorfe. T h ey  who 
appeared to be in full health, and fit for fervice, 
were imprifoned in the temple, in that quarter 
heretofore deflined to the ufe o f tbc women. Pron
to, one o f  the freed-men and friends o f Titus, was 
deputed to enquire into the cafes o f the prifoners, 
and to treat them according to their defVrts. The 
abandoned, the feditious, and thofe who Robhtraand 
mutually charged each other with crimes, the fcdilioui. 
were put to death without m ercy: but wh*imi)*«h- 
Titus relerved the young and healthy, 
panicuUrly thofe o f a com ely appear- de«i.. '  
ance, to j^race hi»>tiriumph on his en
trance into Rome. All thofe who renwiirred after 
this felection, and were above kventecn  years o f

age,
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age, were fonf in chains into Egj-pt, beem plflvcd 
as flaves; and ^iiofc were under fevcnieen ex- 
pofcd to fale; ibme only ex;ccpted, who were lent 
into the various proviftces o f  the empire, to be cn- 
jgagcd as gladiators in the feveral theatres.

00. uwirn ‘ interim, no lefs than eleven
JrifonLrs thoufjind ot‘ the pril'oners who were un-
rt.rv.1 to (icr the.carc o f  rronto were ftarved to
deuth. death; partly owing to their own. ohfU-
nacy in the re.fufal o f  provifions, and partly to the 
fevcrity o f their overfeers, who negiefted to fu]>ply 
them in a proper manner: but one great caufe 
which aggravated this calamity was the want 01 fuf- 
ficicnt provifions for fuclt an imnienfe number.

C H A P .  XVI.

Kimher o f the Prifrners, and /lam in the War. 
. J O H N  detained P u J q w  for IaJc, find rejet'ved fo r  
the Trtiwiiph. The revufinder oĵ  the City buriU, 
and the Walk dejiroyed by the R O M A N S .  *

97,000 m«cle 
ft'ilanert. <nd 
iito o .o o s 1̂*7 
riilicd. •

IN the war o f  which we are fpeaking 
no lei's than ninety-feven thoulandper- 

fon* were made primners, and the num» 
her o f tho(e who loll thtir lives during 

its pragrefg was eleven hundred thouTand. O f  
thcic tar the greater part were Jews, though not bo|-n 
in ju d k a: and as the event happened at a tim ewheu 
they had aH‘embled,,from all parts o f the country, to 
celebrate the feart o f the pall'over, at Jcrufalem, 
many o f them were engaged in the war without 
having any fuch intenUun. The multitude which 
bad got together on this occafion was fo immenle, 
and they were fo crouded together, that the con- 
lined air occafioned a peftilence; and this calamity 
was foon followed by a famine. Y et, if  the calcu
lation o f  CefHm# may be relied on, the city was 
quite Iargv.»"-«><51̂ ."  to have afforded accommoda
tion to this amazing concourfe o f  people. O f  this 
calculation it may be proper to u k e  notice.'

The emperor N ero entertained fo 
great a degree o f  contempt for the Jew*, 
that Ccftius, with a view to convince the 
cmpei*or that the Jewilh nation was by no 
mcaits I'uch an objeB  o f  dt>rifion as he 

ihought it, made application to the high-pfied to fix 
on a method o f numbering the people* T his com
putation was commenced at the time of ihe celebra
tion o f the feaft o f the paffoverj and the following 
mode was adopted. From the ninth to the eleventh 
hour of the day the people came to off'cr their fa- 
•critices; when they counted no lefs than two huii- 
-dred and fifty-live thouland fix hundred oblations; 
.and reckoning that ten pcrfons at leak were to >eat 
o f  each lamb (though in fome inllances there were 
twenty ), the number would amount to two millions 
five biifidred and fifty-fix thoufand pcrfonis, all o f  

lUicm in  pierfefct health: for neitlier perlbns troubled

Cumfuutioa 
of the PT*»* 
Iwurnert ot 
(heJcwiHiiut- 
•fion.

0»sr-ruUng 
liand/>f diirlne 
juftioe> in 
cwrinpltiL-h 
mMltiiud^i of 
th« Jewitore. 
lerlto  A rufa. 
Ifm. ta 
fufFcy  ̂varioui
d*»/4 .

with'the fcurvy or Icprofy, nor men infefled with a 
ijirticular diforder, nor women in certain circum- 
llances, nor any who were labouring u'nder malig
nant dillempers. were admitted to any fhare in this 
folemiiity; neither were ^i\f firangers admitted fo 
to partake, unlefs they came to jcrufalem -on mo
tives o f devotion.

Thus did the all-wife providence o f  
G o d  decree that thefc immenfe numbers 
o f people who had come to Jerufalem be- 
fort* the fiege Ihoukl be afterwards pent 
up within the city, At in a prilbn: and 
the number o f (ialn. in the courfe o f the 
fiege gave proof o f  a divine judgment 
unequalled in the annals o f hiijory.
M any o f  them were killed openly in 
the fireets; while great numbers, retreating-to the 
vaults and i'epulchres, were purfucd by the Romans, 
who put to the fword nil tliey could find. Exclufive 
o f thofe who peri(hed in confcqiience o f  the feve- 
r i ty o f  the famine, there were aoove two thouliind 
who either died by their own hands, or mutually 
confentcd to d cllro f cach other. Not a few, like- 
wife, were potfonod by the putrid effluvia arifing 
from the de.id bodies: fome bore the naufeous fmells 
as long as they could endure them, and then retired 
to confult their own fafcty; but others, intent on ac
quiring all the booty in their power, rifled fome o f  
the bodies o f  the deceal'cd, while they trampled on 
othe^ which were in an abfolute Hate o f  putrefac
tion : but avarice difclaims all ideas- (»f dcircacy,

A  great number o f  prifoners were re- 
leafed, who had been laid in chains by the 
two ufurpers, whole cruelty contii/*ued as 
long as they had the leafl power<o exert 
it: but at length the vtngaance o f Hca-* 
ven effethially purfucd thofc monfters o f  
iniquity’: John and bisaffbciates, who had fccretcd 
themlelves in live v^uli?, were reduced evcii 10 llie 
point o f itarving; /b that,'at length, they were comr 
pelled to implore that protWiion f̂ rom the Romans 
which they had iveretofore afietted todefpife; while 
SiiTKVn furrendcicd himfelf, after a long llruggle with 
the moft pinching neceflity; as will be hereafter 
mentionctl. John was committed to prifon for his 
life, and Simon rci'erved to grace the triumph. 
Soon after this, the Romans demolifbcd the walls, 
and burnt the rell o f the city.

C H A P .  XVII.

M E L C H IS E D E C  was the JirJi Founder o f this 
and changed its Name from  S O L Y M A  tq t/uit of 
J E R U S A L E M . The City and Teinp}e l^ L k v e l
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with the Ground.

IT  was in the fecond year o f  the reign 
o f V ef pafian, and on the eighth day o f  

the month Gorpiaeus, that Jerufalem wa« 
thus fifUClJy taken and abi'olutely dcitroyed.
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The firft. 
founder.

this, however, it had been taken five times; viz; by 
the Egyptian king Azochaus; by the Syrian king 
Antiochus Epiphanes; by Pom pey; and by Herod, 
a lT il le d  by Sohus: but all thefc prefcrvedit after they 
had conquered it. T h e  fifth capture o f  which I 
fpeak was that o f  Nebuchadnezzar, king o f  Baby
lon, who laid it watte after it had been built one 
thoufand three hundred and fixty years eight iTionths 
and (i# days.

Melchifedec, a king o f  Canaan, was 
the firft founder o f  the city o f  Jerufalem. 
In the Hebrew language, the name Mcl- 

chifidec f ip ifie s  an “  Upright k in g;” and this 
princV was «o in a dittingnifhed degree. * H e  tirft 
dedicaW*d this city to G od ; built a temple therein, 
and officiated as a high-priettj and changed its for
mer nam€i*of Solyma to that o f  Jerufalem.

In a feries o f time, when David, the king o f  the 
Jews, drove out the Canaanites, he placed his own 
countrymen in Jerufalem; and after this, the Baby
lonians deftroyed the city, at the expiration o f  four 
hundred and leventy-feven years and three months.

There elapfed eleven hundred and feventy-nine 
years between the reign o f  D avid in Jerufalem, and 
the dcftruftion o f  the city  by T itus; and this laft 
event happened at the expiration o f  two thoufand 
one hundred and feventy- even years from its foun
dation. But by this great event it is evident that the 
inevitable decrees o f fate pay no regard to antiquity, 
riches, feme, or even the dignity o f  religion. 
T tice ity in d  T hus ended the important and melan- 
tempieierei- cholyfiegfc; and the Roman foldicrs hav- 
led with 'he jng no living objeft on which to wreak 
Kfouoi. vengeance (for if  they had,
that vengeance w(Aild have been continued), Titus 
jrave oraersthat they fliould reduce the city andtem- 
ile to a level with the ground; and not to leave any 
juilding ftanding, except the three diflinguifhed 

towers, fo often mentioned, which bore the names 
o f Hippocos, Phafael, and Mariamne; and a part 
o f the wall to the wettward o f the city, on which 
he intended to ereft a garrifon. T h e towers were 
brdered to remain as an evidence to future tiufes o f  
the (kill and power o f  the Romans in becoming pof- 
fefTed o f  them. This order was executed witn the 
utmoft ftriftnefs, and the reft o f  the city totally de- 
molifhed, and rafed even to the ground; fo that it 
fcarccly appeared to have been the refidence o f hu
man crcatures. Thus the fa6lious multitude, 'whofe 
feditions had created all the miifortunes, were re
duced; and thus, likewife, was reduced the moft 
d'Hjnguifhed city on the face o f  the earth. 
ritu.r*foi«i ^  r^oiution was now formed by Titus 
to reward tjjf to Icave f omc fquadrons and battalions o f 

horfe and foot, together with the tenth 
Miumji legion, in garrifon in Jerufalem. T he 
d u iy fo f a careful and vigilant general having been

'  *  T h e learned Bochart fayf, th «  ia  the following Hues axe “  al- 
' nu>a a« many c r io r iw  w oid i.''

N o. 25.

fully  difchargcd bv Titus, he now confidered how 
he fhould moil effcflually encourage and reward 
thofe whole fervices had tended to contribute to his 
irel'ent glory. For this purpofe, he afcended a tri
bunal in the front o f  his camp, and on an eminence 

where h« might be heard to the greateft advantage; 
and ^ itig  furrounded by a fele£i: number d f hia 
principal officers, he from thence made a fpeech to 
his army, the fubdancc o f which is as follows;

M y gallant fellow-foldiers! 1 have 
no language in which to exprcfsthc fenfe the.rmj. 
o f that gratitude I entertain for your 
faithful and rcipeflful behaviour to me during the 
courfe o f  the late war. Your regular obedience 
and ttrid  difcipline have been comnicndable be
yond all example. You have been rdolute in your 
behaviour, on every occafion, ai\d firm in all dan
gers, even the moft alarming. Y ou  have acquired 
the highefl degree o f  reputation, in having ad
vanced the honour and enlarged the territories o f  
vour country. It is proper that all the world fhould 
know that neither the I'uper/ority o f  ninnbers, the 
advantages o f  tjprt.s, the ftrengtn o f  firuatinn, thrf 
power o f well-peopled cities, nor the dcfperate zeal, 
and aggravated fury o f  the moft brutilh adverfaries, 
can ever be an equal match for the calm conduft 
and courage o f  the Romans. It is true thatfoinc fa
vourable and advantageous turns o f  fortune hava 
occalronally attended the Jews: but you have amply 
performed your duty in putting a happy* end to a 
Wiir o f  fo long continuance, in a way as flattering 
to our wifhes as could have been hoped for on it« 
firft commencement. A  circumfitancc ftill more 
happy than diis arifes, on which to congratalate 
you; for the choice that you have made o f  Ro- 
man enipcrors and generals is not only admitted# 
but univerfally approved and applauded^. It is ini. 
poffible that I fhould fufiiciently admire and efteein 
you, on account o f  what you have already f o  ad
mirably performed. W ith regard to thofe who have 
dilfinguifhed themfelves by tneir-i^iigular bravery 
and by their exemplary conduii*»^!fe«v^Mlwus adven
tures, by which they have done honour to their pri
vate charatiers ana public g^cofeflion, it fhall be 
my particular care to fee that th<*y do not go unre- 
warued. T h ey  who have provtfd ihcmfclves emu
lous to excel tneir feHow-foldi®rs fhall be certain o f  
meeting with an acknowledgment adequate to their 
merits; for I have lelis plcaiure in punifhing the 
guilty, than in promoting and rewarding the merito
rious.”

Titus addreffed him felf to the proper 
officers, demanding a hit ot the names of. and mumfi. 

fuch o f  the f'oldiers as had diftinguilhcd 
themfelves in an exemplary mariner in ** 
the courfe o f  the war. Thefe being f'e- 
parately called, and their names announced, Titu* 
acknowledged their merit, faying he was as anxious 
ft)r their welfare as for his own. Having addrefl'cd 
them in the moft obliging terms, he proceeded to 
give them fubftantial proofs o f his fricndfhip, and 
princely bounty. H e-placed  coronets o f gold on

7 C  thcif
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thtir heads; adorned them with chains o f  gold; 
prefentcd theiii with lances pointed with the fame 
metal, and with medals o f  filver, and promoted 
every  man in proportion to his rank. U e alfo gavt 
them gratuities o f  minted money in gold and filver, 
out o f the treafure that had been taken, and like 
wife prcfcnted them with robes, and other valuable 
articlc.s. E very man being thus rewarded according 
to his merit, by the p r o ^ r  diftribution o f  the im
perial bounties, T itus delcendcd from his tribunal, 
amidft the acclamations, vows, and prayers, o f  the 
whole army.

T he next proceeding was to ofTer fa- 
crifices and rqfurn thauKs for the vitlory. 
A  number o f  oxen had been previoufiy 
provided, and brought near the altars, 
which were facrificcd on this occafion, 

and diftributed to the arm y; and Titus feafted his 
oliicers, at his own expence, for three days. Soon 
after this, the troops were difniilli^d to their refpec- 
tivc quarters; and the tenth legion, which had been 
brought from the Euphrates, took poHeflion o f  the 
city o f Jeriifalem. ^

T h e af&ont which the Jews had offer
ed to the Romans under Celtiu* was yet 
frelh in the memory o f T itus; w hcref^ e 
he difpatched the twelfth legion (which 
had formerly been (lationed at Rapanaca}, 
to Maletine, which is fuuated near the 

Euphrates, on the borders o f Cappadpcia and A r
menia- T he fifth and the fifteenth legions he re
tained, as a guard to attend himfelf into Egypt. 
From E gypt he went a coafting paflage to Csefarea: 
but as the winter was now fet in, he did not think it 

jjrudent to proceed to Ita ly: wherefore, for the 
prefcnt, he depofited his treafure in Caefarea, and 
lecured his prifoncrs in the moft effeftual manner.

XVIII.

V E S P A S J A N  vijits the Sea-ports during the Siege,- 
Further Particulars concertung SJM O N  and his 
Companions. Birlh-days o j  D O M IT JA N  -end 
V E S P A S IA N  celebrated, with uncomiaon Splendor 
and Uagnificenu.

smrai of .h. A  time that Titus was laying^fiege 
»t» poittTi- to Jeruralem, Vefpalu.n employed
fi<rabyVef- himfelf in vifiting thc fca-poMs. Having 

' embarked on board a trading vefl'cl for 
Rhodes, he engaged a galley at that place, in which 
he fa ^ d  from Ionia to G reece, calling at all the 
towns on the coaft, where he was received and en
tertained in a manner confiftent with his rank. 
H ence he went to Corcyra, and fo o n  to ja p y g ia ; 
from whcnce he continued his journey by land.

W hen Titus had returned from Caefarea on the 
fca-coaft to thc place called Ciefarea Philippi, he 
U\erc reuuincd a conliderablc time, amufing himfelf

Rimon’i fro- 
ôefcApe i 

which 'aihag, 
he
h«nded, and
put ia drains.

with a variety o f public entertainments; particularly 
combats between men and beafts. likewife between 
one lingle man and another; and engagements be
tween dill’crent parties o f m en; and the lives o f a 
confiderable number o f flaves were facrificed in diefc 
amulements.

About this period Simon.the foil o f  Gio- 
ras was made a prifoner, in confeciuence 
o f the following Angular circuraftance.
W hen Jerufalem was fo clolely  befieged 
that Simon was compelled to take refuge 
in the upper town, and when the Romans had a£lu-, , 
ally got into the c ity ; he was almoft diltraCtiird to 
know how to djfpofc o f himfelf; >ud at len^ h he 
adopted thc lollowing plan. H aving lent for num
ber o f ftone.cutiers, miners, fmiths, and perfjns well 
(killed in iron w orks; and having provided a great 
number o f  tools and materials proper for their pur- 
pofe, and provifions for a confiderable time, they 
defcended all together into a dark and private vault. 
In this place they worked their way as far as they 
were a b le ; but finding the naffage too narrow t o . 
anfwer their intentions, th n ’ uegan to dig and mine, 
with a view to open a paflage through which they 
might effeft their efcape : but though they managed 
their provifions in the mofl frugal manner poifiblc, 
they fell fliort before they had made any confiderable

f>rogrefs in their w ork; by which the whole plan 
iiiled. Reduced to the utmoft neceflity, Simon had 

recourfe to a fingular device to terrify the Romans. 
In purfuance o th is  plan, he drefred himfelf in a 
white garment, which was buckled round bi n, over 
which was thrown a purple cloak. Thus habited, he 
afcended from the ground, under thc rutns of th#r 
late temple, to the auonifliment (pf the foldiers, and 
others who beheld the apparition. As he advanced 
towards them, the foldiers aifumed fufficient courage 
to demand his name and bufinefs; but Simon rcfufed 
to anfwer their queltions, and demanded to fpcak 
with the captain x>f the guard. Hereupon they im
mediately lent to Terentius R^ufus, who at that time 
had the command ; and he foon difcoverjng who Si
mon* was, ordered him to be immediately put in 
chains, and then related all the particulars o f the af
fair to Titus.

Thus did divine juftice purfue and hi. crime, 
punifh an execrable tyrant, who had, by ;uoiyret»ii». 
the means o f fuborning falfe evidence, 
caufed the deftruthion o f  fo many o f  his o«« 
own couHtrymen, on thc pretence that 
they were about to defert to thc R om ans: thus was 
he, by an a£t o f  his own, delivered into the h a n d ^ f  
his enemies, without any contrivance on their p'^t', 
to take him prifoner. But the vengeance o f  Heaven 
will always purfue thc guilty : juftice and inuncencc 
will finally p revail: the punifliment which is d ^ t r e i  
is frequently felt more feverely from that ci,cum - 
ftance ; fince the danger is then thought to be at an 
end, and the guilty deem themfelves fecure. liThis 
was the fituation o f  Simon, with refpeQ; to the T o 
mans; and his afcent from the vault, in the itrangc 
manner above-mentioned, proved the means o f  dif-'

covering
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W hen Titus had returned from Carfarea, 
on the I'ea-coalt, Simon was preTented to 
him bound in ch ain s: whereiipon iie gave 
orders that he Ihould be detained a prifo- 

ncr, to grace his triumphal entry into Rome, Some 
{hort time after his arrival he appointed a day for the 
celebration o f  the nativity o f his brother Domitian 
with the utmoft grandeur and magnificence. O n this 
occafion a great number o f condemned perfons were 

»«<facrificed to the fpiendor o f  the cerem ony: for o f 
thofV who were dcllroyed by beads, by fire, or 

i in combats with each other, it was calculated that 
not l^s than two thoufand five hundred periflied; 
yet fuciw was the inveteracy o f  the Romans againlt 
the J cw ^ th a t they thought even this number too 
fmall.

Some time after this Titus went to Be- 
rytus, a city o f  Phoenicia, and one o f  the 
R.<̂ man colonies. In this place he conti
nued fome time, and there celebrated the 
artuiverfary o f  the bfrth o f  his father Vef-

f jafian, even with a greater degree o f  pomp and 
plendor than he had done that o f  his brother, both 

with refped to the article o f  expence, and the pub
lic fcews exhibited.

C H A P .  X IX .

Dijperjion o f the JE W S. The City o f A N T IO C H  
ruined by A N T IO C H U S, the Son o f a J E W .
7 he Pagan Worjhip ejlablifhed, and the Ohfervance 
o f the Snbhnth JupprefJed by him. The J E W S  are 
uiijujily accvfed o f firing the City.

' T ' H E  Gtuation o f  the Jews in Antioch was at this 
JL time very uncomfortable; for the citizens were 

their determined enemies, on account o f their for
mer mifbehaviour, aggravated by fome improper 
condutt o f  which they had been lately guilty.' In 
this place it may not be impn>per to make mention 
o f fome particular circumftances, by which the mean
ing o f  what is to follow will be the more readily com
prehended.
Grcjt num. There is fcarcely a part o f the habitable 
Wr«o# th« globe, in which fome o f  the Jewifh people
Uwa.nitiB are not difperfed: but they particularly
jlntOThf ”  abound in Syria, which borders on their

» own country; and there are immenfe num
bers o f  them in Antioch ; a circumftance which ari- 
i'cs not only from the city being very large and po- 
pulou^ but from the particular privileges with which 

•<t)C’/^ a v e  been gratified in this place, from the time 
o f A ftiochus Epiphanes (as he was called), who to
tally Seduced the city o f Jerufalem, and plundered 
the jftmple- All the brafen veffels which had been

■ taken from the Jews at Jerufalem, were rellored to 
/ncm by the immediate fucceflbrs o f Antiochus, for 
'the purpol’c o f  their being applied to the fcn 'ice of

Anttoehilt* 
ihc fon of a 
'{rw, raufps 
dilturbancet 
in the city, 
by clurgin^ 
hiA tiilicr And 
other ]ew$ 
with M dcCign 
to burn the

their temple at Antioch. Thefe fucceffors likewife 
allowed the Jews to enjoy the fame freedom o f the 
citj' that the Cireeks did : and the kings who followed 
thofe above-mentioned behaved with a fimilar degree 
o f  lenity and indulgence; fo that the Jewilh temple 
became rich and lourifhing, and the numbers o f  
their people continually irucrcafed. Several o f  the 
Pagans, likewife, became profelytes to their religion, 
and incorporated with the body o f  the people.

W hen tne war was now completely end
ed, and Vefpafian had gone by fea into 
Syriij, the Jews rendered themfelves ex
tremely odious; o f which the followingcir- 
cumdance will ferve as an inftance. Dur
ing a public affembly in the theatre, A n ti
ochus came in, and-, before all the com
pany, charged his own father, and leveral 
other foreign Jews, whofe names he men
tioned, with a defign o f  fetting fire to the city during 
the night. T.his aifertion caufed a violent infurrec- 
tion, and during the difturbance, the people pro
cured fire, and burnt the fuppofed confpirators in 
the midft o f  the^heatre. T h e mob were now difpo- 
fcd to have burnt every man who was but fufpeded, 
in order to fave their country from an apprehended 
ruin. Antiochus did every thing in his power to ag
gravate the prefent malicious difpofition; and as a

f>roof o f  the regard which he entertained He e(t.iiiiihet 
or the Pagan worlhip, and his abhorrence the p*t»n 

o f that o f the Jews, he lacrificed after the 
P^gan manner himfelf, and likewife iH’ued orders 
that others fiiould do the fame, or fuffer death if  
they refufed. In confequence of this pejpcmptory 
order, the people o f  Antioch in general complied, 
the Jews only excepted, great numbers o f  whom 
were put to death for refufing their obedience to the 
mandate.

B y this time Antiochus had a command 
beftowed on him by the governor, which 
enabled him dill farther to gratify his rape 
againlt the Jew s; wherefore hebejj^ i by 
infringing on the facrednefs oPWelabbWlT; compel
ling the people to labour on that day as they did on 
others; and he infifted on this point with fuch rigid 
feverity, that the obfervation ot this facred day was 
at length totally fuppreffed in Antioch , while other 
places were in danger o f following the fatal example.

It was not long before another misfortune luc- 
ceeded this perfecution o f the Jews at Antioch ; the 
particulars o f  which arc as follow. A  fire happened 
to break out in the fipjare market, which burnt fe- 
veral magnificent buildings, and public offices for tha 
regillering o f  record s: and the flames raged fo fu- 
rioufly, that the total deflruftion o f the wliole city 
was greatly endangered. Antiochus ac- th* jewi»c. 
cufed the Jews with being the authors o f cufe<i..in. * 
this conflagration; and the inhabitants o f 
Antioch, already greatly prepofleffcd againft thofe 
people, were very fond o f giving credit to the charge: 
in fa d , fo flrong were their prejudices againft the 
Jews, that they were ready to fwear that they faw thofe 
people in the very a6l o f  letting fire to the c ity ;

whercforcj
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wherefore, taking it for granted that all was true that 
their imiiginations fuggellcd, they made (b iuddcn 
and violent an attack on the acciifcd parties, that it 
vas with no fniall decree o f difficulty that Coliega, 
vi(;e-governor to Celcnnius Petus, kept the people 
in tolerable fubje£tion till the panicularsof the attair 
could be tranfmitted to riiC emperor. A t this time 
Ccfcnnius had received his commiflion as governor, 
but was not arrived to take on him the command. 
Cullega having examined into the affair in the moll 
careful and cautious manner, the innocence o f all the 
pcrfons who had been accufed by Antiochus, was 
made indifputably evident: and it appeared that the 
city  had been fet on fire by a few abandoned mif- 
creants, and men o f defperate fortunes, who thought 
the deltrufcHon o f their creditors would be the nioft 
tH'cfclual way o f  fcrccning thcmfelyes from the paj-̂ - 
inent o f their debts. Notwithftanding the falfenefs 
o f accufation, the Jews were under great uneafi- 
nefs o f mind for fear o f  the confequences.

C H A P .  XX.

Tht Jiappinejs o f T IT U S  on receiving an Account o f  
his Father’s fn fe Arrival in T T A L Y ; and the Re- 

J'pea Jhewn to V E S P A S IA N .

Getwtii ioy A ^  Titus received the agree-
onVefp.fuQ’i ah}e news that his father was liappil^'
f«(e arrived in Italy, and how magnificently he
had beefr entertained in the feveral cities o f  that 
country, through which he paffed : but what afforded 
liim more fatisfaftion than any other circumflance, 
was the fincere affeftion with which he was received 
at R om e; which prevented the fon from any farther 
anxiety on account o f his father. In every place 
the people treated even the name o f Vefpafian with 
the utmofl diHinOion ; and fupplied the want o f  his 
prcfence bv thei' •'erfeft refpefct for him.
Hit diftin  ̂ leiidte o f Rome, well remembering
gui'ih^«ii. the unhappy revolutions to which they 
ticiuiraircd had bccn witnefs, oh the transferring o f 
bjriii.anki. government from O n e prince to ano
ther, thought themfelves happy in having an empe
ror, whofe charaftcr was fo dtftinguifhed by expert, 
cnce, conduft, and reputation. N or were the people 
in general lefs pleafecl with the happy-^hange in the 
face o f affairs, as they were at that timii wnbroiled in 
civil wars; and they repofed the mmoft confidence 
in the em peror; expefting that, through his means, 
they fhould be reltored to their former eafe and free
dom. The loldiers in general were profcU'ed admi
rers o f  their imperial mafter, as he had, on a variety 
o f  occasions, given abundant proof o f his courage 
and military m ill: and their regard for him was 
heightened by refleding on the difgrace they had 
frequently fuft'ered under other commanders; where
fore they piomifed themfelves that, under the com 
mand o f V i ipafian, they Ihould meet with abundant 
iuccefs and appUufe.

Ii of
tht rtfpea 
with which 
he iteverjr 
where treitei.

So general was the eftecm in which V ef
pafian was held, that the mofl eminent 
people o f the city, impatient o f  his arri
val, went to a confiderable diitance, in 
order to meet him on the road ; and thefe 
were followed by fiich numbers, that there were 
fcarce as many left in the city as canie out o f  it. 
W hen intelligence arrived that Vefpafian was near 
the place, and that his addrefs and affability were 
univerfally admired, the roads were crowded with 
the wives and children o f  the inhabitants, who flocked 
to fee him. Hverj- one now burfl into raptures o P  
admiration at the elegance o f his perfon, and the mo- 
defty o f  his behaviour; and they called him hy all 
the endearing names o f  benefaftor, deliverer, pro- 
tefclor; extolling him as the only prince in .he uni- 
verfe who was worthy to wear an imperial crbwn.

O n this occafion the whole city was 
decorated with garlands, and looked as 
gay as a tem ple; and the ftreets were 
crowded to Inch a degree that it was with
the utmoft difficult 
could pafs to the pa

Demonftr»> - 
tioni o» the 
univctfal jO)r 
oo Iii< reiura

that the proceffion 
ace. Vefpafian^ now offered up 

facriftces o f  thankfgiving to his houfehold gods, in 
grateful acknowledgment o f his fafe return; and, in 
tne mean time, the people in general indulged them
felves in feafting, treating their families and neigh
bours, offering up their vows for a long and profper- 
ous reign to Vefpafian, and wifhing that be might be 
fucceeded in the imperial dignity by his fo n ; and 
that there might never be wanting one o f  his illullri- 
ous family to fway the fceptre. Thus aufpicious was 
the entrance o f  Vefpafian into Rom e: and every 
kind o f fuccefs and happinefs fucceeded this event.

C H A P .  XX L

A  Revolt happens among the G E R M A N S , headed ly 
C A S S m  and C IV IL IS . P E T IL IU S  C E R E A -  
L IS  puts a Stop to the Sedition by routing the Rebels; 
and D O M IT IA N  totally fupprejfcs it without Bloods 

Jhed. An Incurjion o f the 6YR IA N ^ , who att 
routed by R U B R IU S C A L L U S.

WH IL E  Titus was laying fiege to Je- Th* G«,nww 
rufalem, and not long before Vfef- 

pafian came to Alextndriar, a very confiderable re- 
vc»lt happened among the Germans, to which they 
were in. a great degree incited and animated by their 
neighbours the Gauls, who wifhed to free themfelves , 
from the yoke o f the Romans. The Germans, being 
naturally o f  a vehement difpofition, bold, rafh, and 
inconfiderate, were forward enough to cngaj, • in an 
enterprife o f  this k in d : bcfides, they were inti gate«V 
by an inveterate hatred they entertained for tb r R o
mans ; as they flood in fear o f  no other peon e but 
them. T o  all thefe circumflances may be adoe I the 
critical fituation o f  affairs; for the empire was ren>>in 
pieces by fatlious divifions, and there had been '» 
variety o f revolutions in tbe govcniracm.

At



chap. XXII.] T  H E W A R S O F  T H E  J  E W S. 56'>

Awthnn
prodkoCor̂ i

A t this time there were two pcrfons, na
med Caiiius and Civilis, who had great in
fluence amonjt the Germ ans; and thcfc 

took advantage o f  the diitraQcd ftate o f  affairs to 
promote the led ition : though, in fatl, (his was but 
carrying bn a plan which they had long before con
certed. O n inquiring into the fentinients o f  the 
people, they found that a great majority o f  them 
were admirably difpofed to ads o f  m utiny; and their 
example would molt probably have been followed by 
all the reft, but for the immediate interpofition o f 

?«iivine providence. T h e particulars o f  this aifair 
afTn-s fo llow s: Vefpafian had fent letters to Petilius 
Cert^lis, heretofore governor o f  Germ any, by which 
he am'anced him to the dignity o f  conlul, and d»- 
reftfd  'lhat he fliould iinmediately march into Italy, 
to execui^ the duties o f  his new oSice. A s Cerealis 
was on his journey, he received authentic informa
tion o f the infurrettion above-mentioned; on which 
he immediately marched againlt the rebels, who were 
united in a Ij^dy; and attacking them with great vi-

5our, he toticH»y routed them, great numbers being 
ain in the a£lion; by which ithe reft were at once 

reduced to a proper fenfc o f  their duty.
ThertT.tno. Cercalis had not been lo fortunate as
e»iiy fupprtf. to crufli this rebellion in the bud, it muft, 
M ky UoBu- nevcrthelefs, have foon yielded to the va- 

lour o f  another commander; for no fooner 
had intelligence o f the infurrefclion arrived atR(>me, 
than Domitian, the Ton o f V'^efpafian, a young prince 
o f the gceateft hopes and expeftations, in whom the 
heroic virtues o f his father were hereditary, put him- 
ie lf at the head o f an army, and adyanceo againft 
the main body o f  the rebels; who no fooner heard o f 
his being on liis m^rch, than they were fo terrified as 
to furrrnder, even without bloodfhed. W hen the 
affairs o f Gaul were adjufted, and there was no far
ther danger that the people would again rebel, D o 
mitian loft no time in returning to Rome, where he 
was received with the loudeft acclamations; his good 
conduct extolled; and himfelf honoured as one who 
had produced happy confequences to his country, 
and honour to himfelf, beyond what could havc’becn 
cxpetled from his age and ej^erience.

An incurfion o f  the Scythians (or Sar- 
matians) fuccecdcd to the rebellion in G er
many. Thefe people having privately 
tranlported ihemfelves over the Danube, 

immenfc number o f men, broke into the 
o f  M yfia, where they furprifcd leveral o f 

the Roman garriibns; and put all they found in them 
KVthe fword, with the moll lavage inhumanity. T hey 
flew Fonteius Agnppaj a perfon o f  the rank o f lieu
tenant general, and of confular dignity, at the head 
o f l^ lfro o p s ; and they ravaged the whole country, 

-^*TurT®g, wafting and dellroying wherever they came. 
IntcHigence of thcfe circumftances was biought to 
VefM lian, and he had no fooner learnt fome parti- 
culafs o f the depredatioub that had been made in 
MJ^ia, than he imwiediatfly fent away Rubrius Gal- 
M.n»ofrt.»ni chaftifc i t 'C  otftn d ers: a commif-

by fion that this officer executed (b faithfully. 
No. 29.

The (^oman 
lertilorio in- 
v«4cd hj the 
SicythUâ .

wit{i 
country

that he deftroyed great numbers o f  them, Ru'-riui Cal- 
and the reft efcaped to their own habita- '*'«
tioiis with no fniall degree o f difficulty ; f'l' 
fg that this war was fbon at an end : and the com
manding officer gave fuch effeftual ordcns f(»r fecu- 
ring the palfes, as to render the repetition o f  fnnilar 
attempts and incurlions much lefs likely to take place 
in future.

C H A P .  XXII.

The triumphal March o f  T ITU S. The Sabbatical 
River. T IT U S  rejeSs i^elitions againfi the JE W S, 
and greatly commiferatci the defolate Condition o f  
J E R U S A L E M . Imvienfe Treafiires buried in ike 
Riuns o f  that City. The Order and Magmificrnce 
with which the Triumph was attended. S IM O N  
G IO R A S  put to Death.

'  I "'ITUS having remained a little while Ti uiimreiitt 
-I- at Berytus, he, on his return from in triutnj.h 

that place (as hath been before obfervedj 
exhibited the moft magnificent fpefcfacles as he paffed 
through Syria. In this journey he took with him die 
prifoners that he had made, toclo honour to hisann.^ 
and to add to the fplendor o f  his triuniph.

In the courfe o f  nis joitrney this prince Oifcripiiim of 
took particular notice o f a certain rivei, tix s«bhtti»i 
\^hich is (ituated betwixt the cities o f  Arce 
and Raphane in the kingdom o f Agrippa ; which ri
ver is diftinguilhed by fome very remarkable proper
ties. During the flowing o f  the river the flream is 
full, and the current fets llro n g : but the fprings fail
ing on a fudden, it leaves the channel dry, even to 
the middle, for the fpace o f  fix days; and it fills 
again on the feventh day,, and flows as ufiial, and 
purfues its former courfe, as i f  no interruption had 
happened. . From thcfe circumftances it has obtained 
the name o f  the Sabbatical R iyc.\fri)m  the feftival 
celebrated by the Jews on thi fcK̂ th jjiw y.

Intelligence of Titus being on his jour- ri uiHyfuiiy 
ney having reachcd the cify o f  Antioch, receivtj »t 
the people were fo overjoyed at the news, ''much 
that immenfc numbers.of both fexes, and almoft all 
ages, left their habitations, and went out to meet 
him.. Many o f them went to the diilance o f  thirty 
furlongs, being impatient to congratulate him, and to 
welcome him on hfs journey. W hen he came near 
them they withdrew on each fide, to make a paffage 
for him, and thus conduded him into the city^ with 
every poffible demonftration o f  jo y  and rclp ed ; 
but amidft their fliouts and acclamations they folicitcd 
him in the moft earneft and importunate manner, that 
he would banifh all the Jews from the city. Titus 
heard all they had to fay, but with ftich difregatd» 
apparent indin'erence, that it was impofli- 
ble to difcover his fentiments on the Tub- 
j e d ;  a circumftance that gave the Jews ‘ * 
great anxiety, as they were extremely apprehenfive 
or the event o f  the affair. T itus remained but a

7 D v tr y
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very fliort time at Antioch, from whence he p ro
ceeded to Teugm a, which lies towards (he Euphra
tes. A t this place he was waited on by etnbadadors 
from Vologefiis, king o f the Parthians, who lent 
him a prefentof a crown o f gold, and tranfmittcd his, 
congratulations on his late v itlory  over the Jews. 
T itu s received the prefent, entertained theeutbalfa- 
dors in a manner (uitcd to their rank, and then re
turned to' Aruioch.

Immediatelj^ after his arrival the fenate and magif- 
trates o f the city gave him an carneft invitation to 
honour the theatre with his prefence. W ith tbis he 
ver^" readily complied, and there found a very great 
number o f  citiSscns waiting in expefclation o f  his,ar- 
•nd • fccoRd rival. He had I'carccly taken his place, 
tin-.* ttjtai" when they began to re-urge him earneftly 

on the fiiDjc6t o f the expulfion o f  the Jews, 
•gamftthem. which Titus, with equal prudence and 
penerofity, feplied, faying, “  T h eir own country 
is laid walte, and they cannot find admiflion into any 
other,” T h e citizens finding that Titus was not to be

fifevailed on to grant tiiis requeil, they immediately 
olicited another favour, which was, that he would 

order the pillars o f  brafs, on which wrre engraven 
the infCriptions reciting the privileges o f the Jews, to 
be either taken away, or the infcriptions eraled ; but 
T itus paid no more regard to the latter requell than 
to the former ; and departed towards l^Lgypt, leaving 
the Jews o f Antioch in polfcHion o f  the lame privi
leges as at his arrival.
_ , W hile he was proceeding on his joirr-
th'rruMi'm" ney he reilefted lerioufly on the deplora-
«.nte of j-vu. ble fituation of Jerufalem^ and all the ad- 
uicm. jacent country, and coi»ld not help draw
ing a comparifon in his mind between its prelent and 
former condition. It was heretofore one o f  the mod 
glorious cities in the univerfe, and now a heap o f 
ru in s: it was in former times a paradife, and ru>w 
become a defert. R efleftingon thefe unhappy chan
ges, he finccrel>^ lamented the dc^ruttion ot fo dlf- 
tinguiflicd a city."'Hnd execrated the authors o f the 
fcditiori tlnat^had ocCationed it. So far, indeed, was 
he from wifhing to extend his own fame on a public 
calamity, that he held in the utmolt abhorrence thok 
to whom that talam ity was owing, 
v.fttrei'um Jcrufaleni had becu poffeffed o f  riches 
f«ir.dinti-e to an immenfc amotmt; ajid amazing trca-.
ruiaiol the fures o f gold, filvcf, and other valuable

effcBs were buried in«ihe ruhis, great part 
o f  which had been (i^cretcd by the proprietors, that 
the enemy might not obtain poileinon ot them. O f  
thefc effeQs many were dilcovered by the Romans,, 
but the prifoners found many itiore.
Titoifotit® interim I ’iius continiied his jour-

.nd ney int« K gypt, and travelling with all
potfible expedition over that dcfolate 

wiJi»vru’t country, he arrived at Alexandria, at
wliich place he took Ihipping for Italv : 

to iuiv, «o previous to his embarkation he dif-
umph. * '  patched the two legions that had atiCTided

him to their former Ibtions; that is, the 
tfih  legion was fcnt lo  M yiia, and the tenth to Huu-

Vefp.riM
meer aaocDs. 

him.

Order and 
magnificepct 
of the joint 
triumph of 
Verp4liaD and 
Tiiuf.

gary. Simon and Johri, who had been the principal 
niTurgents, together with about licven hundred other 
prifoners, who were diltinguifhcd by the comelinefs 
o f their appearance, were ordered to be fent into 
Italy, tliat they might dignify,the triumph o f  Ti(^s, 
on his entry into Rome.

Titus had a molt favourable and agree
able voyage, and was received with as 
great honotir and felpefct as his father had 
been before him ; and exclufive o f this 
general rcii>ê it from the people, Vefpalian went oû  ̂
m perfun, to meet and congratulate nim ; a circMR-^ 
fiance highly grateful to the public, who now biSheld 
the father and his tVo fons meeting together,fti cir- 
cumftances o f  the moft aufpicious nature.

In a fliort time after this the fenate palfed.J decree 
for two feparate triumphs, the one in hot»J>ur o f the 
father, the other in that o f  the fo n ; but, notwith- 
ftanding this determination Vefpftfian and Titus re- 
folved that the folemnity to their mutual honour 
fhould be jp intly celebrated. Wher> the day was i 
fixed, on which it was to take place, cfiere was hardly 
a fingle perlbn in the city who did not attend as 
a fpeciator, fo that when the whole tnultitude was af- 
ferrrbled together there was fcarcely room cnourh 
left ibr the emperor and his fon to pafs. Before the 
break o f  day the foldiers marclied to the 
palace gates near the temple o f Ilis, in 
regular order, preceded by their offi
cers, to wait the arrival o f  the princes;

.who had lodged the preceding night in 
the temple above-mentioned. Soon after the dawn 
o f the morning Vefpafian and T itus came forward, 
being clothed in puiple robes, according to the cul- 
tom o f their country, and havSng on their heads 
crowns » f laurel. T h ey  proceeded to the Oftavian 
walks, at which place the fenate, nobility and knights 
o f  Rome waiteti for their arrival. Before the portal 
there was erefted a tribunal, on which they afcended, 
and repoied themfelves on feats o f ivory which had 
been placed there on this occafion : and being thus 
fitu^ t̂ed, orations were made in ttieir praife, while the 
furrounding multitudes tellified their jo y  by the 
loudcit acclamations. On this occafion the princcs 
wore no arms; and while the orators were rapidly 
declaiiiiing in their praile. Vefpafian made a hgnal 
for filence, which being ttrittly obeyed by every 
perfon prefent, he ftood up, and having thro^\'n his 
robe over a part o f  his head, he offered up certain 
prayers, agreeable to the cultom on fuch oceafions; 
and in this Titus followed his example. This bdng 
done, Vefpafian addrefled the company in a cojicife 
fpeech, and then dilmiffed the military people to re
gale themfelves at his expence. In the neyt place 
Vefpafian and Titus proceeded to the triumph 
which received its name on account o f the gra l̂  ̂pro-' 
celfion palling that way. Here they took Ib'ne re- 
frefhmem, and being then arrayed in their triu'^phal 
habiliments, they ottered «p iacrifices at the j^te, 
and then proceeded, in great pomp and folcmniwv, 
through the midft o f  the crowd, that all the people 
might be gratified by a fight oi' them.

It
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Fitiicuhn  ̂ IS impoffiblc for language to'convcy
any adequate idea o f tl\e f^plendor and 

fpicndorofit. magnKficence o f  this public exhibition; 
whether the expcnce and coiUrivtVnce o f  it, or the 
noyehy o f  its orname^nts be confidfred. O n this oc- 
calioii all the moft valuable curioHties vdiich the Ro- 
ninn nation had been colled ip g through a long fuc- 
celfion ofages, were combined to furnifli tlic fplendid 
trium^ih of One day, and difplayed as a monument o f 
the national grandeur. So great a number o f  very 
curious perf(>rmance.s, in gold, (ilvcr and ivory, 
i^U^lly valuable f>r their cofl and their adniirabe 
confeMure^ were now exhibited to the public view, 
that they fecmed raihcr a confufion than a regular 
difplay o f  riches. There likewife appeared furh an 
amazinji>;variety o f  purple garments and Babylonian 
cm broide^'s, tog^t ler with jewels and othtir fttmes 
o f great value, w hich were difpofed into the forms o f 
crowns, and other devices, that what ufed to be ac
counted curii)us was now no longer deemed fo. Ima
ges o f  the o f the Romans were carried in pro- 
cellion, whichVvere exfraordii^ry for their fizc and 
conltrufclure; and befides thele there were refem- 
blances o f various forts, o f  living creatures, which 
were dreifcd fo as to anfwer their charaders. 
Thfpur̂ nti, A  great number o f  people, dreffed in 
«ii(i h-tut. ot’ cloth o f gold and purple, carried thefe 
tendrî hem'" P^g^^nts through the ftreets; and they 

" who were more immediately appointed to
attend the pompous train were habited in garments 
o f a (ingularly fplendid appearance. Even the very 
prifoncrs that made a part o f  the train were drelfed 
with unufual decency, to hide tlie mifcry o f their 
condition, and conceal the marlt« o f  llavery that 
Defcrtp,ioB appcariSd in their countenances: but in all
ol ihe ma- tne proceflion nothing was fo extraordi- 
chinci. nary as -the carrying o f  the machines, 
many o f  them were three, or four Itorics in height, 
fo that it is aftonifliing how the bearers could fupport 
them. T he expencc o f  ihefe was proportioned to 
the contrivance o f  them ; for the furniture and hang
ings w efc embroidered with gold, ivory, and other 
things o f  high value.
MiUurj re- In the procefljon were likewife the moft 
prcicmwioM, lively and pitlurefque reprefentations o f  
war, and all its attendant circumltances. In one 
place was to be feen the appearance o f a fruitful 
coumtry totally laid waUe : in another the deltruftion 
o f arm ies; fome being killed, (bme flying, and «>thers 
taken prifoners: there w'ere refctrtblances o f  walls 
Ij^vclkd with the ground, forts deOroyed, f.>rtified 
cities entered through breaches, towns taken by fur- 
prize, and Urcets ftreaming with blood. w!nle the 
va n q ij^ e d  were imploring mercy. Iloufes appeared
* tailing on the heads o f their,owners, while 
tem||es were apparently in Uames, and riv ers found 
th eijco u rfe  through the conflagra''ons inilcad o f 

ying water to man and bcvifl, and r.*fielhing <he 
h ^ s  and meadows with tlje>r ftn-ams. Nor was this 
any other than an adm i'sb'e rcprefentation o f the 
funerings o f  the Jt W!>, fo finely contrived by the in
genuity o f  art, that to tbok who were uudtyuaim ed

piug, and the 
rich Tpoilt 
Ut CO *i Jem* 
riltn.

Jcwiili l*w>; 
a id cloCe of 
(he triumphal 
proctiGon it  
the temple of 
Jupiter.

with the fate o f  Jerufalem, it might fecm to be a well 
told ftory o f the deltruaion o f that celebrated city.

O n.each o f  the pageants was a reprefen- viiwjoi ftiip. 
tation o f  the manner in which fome town 
or city was takeji, with a figure o f  the go
vernor o f  the niacc. T o  thefe fucceeaed 
a view o f the mipping, and then were ex
hibited the fpoils that were taken in various places; 
o f  which the moft confiderable were the golden tablci 
and the golden candleftick which were found in the 
temple at Jerufalem. T h e firft o f thefe weighed fe- 
veral talents ; rfrid the latter was never applied to the 
ufe for which it had been defigned. This candleftick 
confiftedof a large fool, fA>m which there afcended 
a (brt o f  pillar, and from that pillar, as from the body 
o f  a tree, there arofe feven branches, the top o f each 
branch refembling a lamp ; and the number was feven 
in refen nce to the efteem in which the feventh day 
is held by the Jews, T h e next, and in- xhecodeof 
deed the laft trophy exhibited o f  the con- 
uueft which the Romans had made, was 
the code o f  Jewifli laws; which was fol- 
lo'wed by figures o f  ivory and gold, in
tended as emblematical reprefentations o f 
v itlory  ; and the proccflicm was clofcd by Vefpaflan, 
Titus, and Domitian, all mounted on fine horfes, 
elegantly caparifoned, and ap scaring Nvith a dignity 
becoming their high rank : and in this fplendid man
ner thfcy proceeded together to the temple o f Jupiter 
Capitolinus, and thus put an end to the procelfion,
• w h en  they had arrived at tht; temple 

they remained there f(>r a fhort tim e; in 
conformity to an ancient cuftom which 
rendered it neceflary that they fhould Qay 
in that place tiJI they received advicc o f 
the death o f  the general who had com
manded the army o f the enemy. I ’he general on the 
prefent occafion was Simon Giorasfwho had been led 
in triumph through the ftreets), round whole neck a 
ropf* being fixed, he was drawn t^'rough the market
place, thofe who drew him pui^ ig him to death, 
agreeable to the laws and iinifWFtifthe'RtfTians in the 
cafe o f  notorious offenders. Inielligence being 
brought that Simon was dead, the very air was rent 
with the fhouts and acclamations o f the multitude.

The people then offered up vows and Vsw. and f»- 
facrihces; and this folemn buiinefs being nLeloiro.ti 
difcharged, Vefpafian and his fons re- uob, thepeo- 
turned to the pal /̂Le, where they gave a 
moft magnihcc nt cntettainment on the occafion. In 
deed the whole city exhibited one general fcene o f 
jo y  and fell y ity : and public thanks were every 
where offered for the final vifctory which had now been 
obtained over their enemies ; a victory which feemed 
to promife a lafting tranquillity, while it r<*d(ninded 
to the immortal honour o f  the heroes who had acqui
red it.

A s foon as the triumphs were ended, vcf|i fi»n 
and the peace o f the empire wa  ̂ fecured,
Vefpafian caufed a temple to be crcfted
and dedicated to Peace. This edifice was d'dic*ui'»*̂
remarkable for its richncfs and clcgance,

and
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t n d  ftill m ore  fo ft)r the fhort fpace o f  tim e in  which 
it was con(lru£tccl. I t  was adorned  with a great  a b u n 
dance  o f  curious pieces o f  p a innng  and  fcu lp tu re ,  
which had been collc tled  a t an immenfe e x p e n c e ;  
and  it was, on the whole, fo m aeniticent and elegant 
a  building, that perfons came from all parts o f  the 
w orld  to obtain a fight o f  it. T h e  golden tab le  and 
tlie candlcftick, as articles o f  inellimable value, Vef- 
pafian caufed tp be placed in this temple. W i th  re 
gard  to the code o f  Jewifli laws, and  the purp le  vell- 
tn e n tso f  the fanftuary ,  they were depofited, with the 
utmoft care, in the roya l  palace. <•

C H A P .  X X III.

Dffcription o f  M A C H yE R A S. A grent diverfity o f  
springs and Fountaim. M /iC H ^E R A S btjieged by 
B A S S U S . A D ivijion between the native JEW i>  
and the Strange' S, the form er defending the Caflle, 
and the InUer the Lower Town. Inflanu o f  E L tA ~  
Z A R 'i Contempt o f D anger. He is taken, jlripped, 
and cruelly whipped. B A S S U S  gives E L E A Z A R  
his Liberty, end dfm ifjcs the Garrifon.

p.. iTus nude  
iicuicnHiit ge> 

of ] u -  
dKK. projjofet 
to  rc ju c e  M »-  
cliKrit.

 ̂ I "HE em p ero r  having  granted a com- 
X  inilfion to Lucilius Baffus, appo in t

ing him to be lieutenant general o f  Juda?a, 
he thereupon fucceeded Ccrealis Petilia- 
nus in the command o f  the a rm y , and foon 

rendered  himfelf m aile r  o f  the caftle o l  H erod ion  
b y  treaty. T h is  beitig done, he collcEled his troops, 
which were Uationed in different parts o f  the c o u n 
t r y ;  propofuig, by  the afTiftance o f  the tenth legion, 
to  reduce Macha:ras, as a work o f  indifpenfable ne- 
cefTity; fincc that place was fo rem arkably  llrong, 
that it was a kind o f  incitem ent to a t l s  o f  rebellion ; 
and  its fituation fuch as to iiifpire thofe in pofl'ef- 
lion o f  it with courage, though, on  the o ther 
hand, i t  Vj-s^calcuiaiSd to  reprefs the a rd o u r  o f  an 
aflailant*
Dcfcription M ach® ras is  fituated on a m ountain  o f  
.ndfnuntion immenfc heigbt,-l>nd is o f  lb Wrong a na- 
0f Michirnt. tuj-,. that it is rendered  alinoit im pregna
ble. It is likewiie in a m anner  inacccfTible ; for na
tu re  has fu rrounded  it w uh vallies that are ahnoft im- 
pafliiblc, and  canno t be filled uji. T hefe  vallies are 
o f  fuch a depth as not to be furveycd froni the m o u n 
tain  without horro r .  T h e  m ountain  retches fixty 
furlongs to the weft, and approaches alnioft clofe to 
the  lake Afphaltitis, and the caftle commands a very  
cxtenfive view o f  the d i '^ritt  on that fide. T o  the 
north  aiul fouth the vallies are very cxtcnfive, and 
appear to be equally  well calculated for the defence 
o f  the ))lace. O n  the eaft the depth o f  the val
ley  is not Icfs than  a h u n dred  cubits, and oppofite 
Macha-ras is a mountain to which this valley extends. 
T h is  p lace was originally fortified by  A lexander,  
k ing  o f  the Jews, who built a callle on it;  bu t  this 
caftle was afterwards deftroycd  by Gabinius, when .1

h e  made w ar on  A rif lobulus;  bu t  H e ro d  tke  G reat,  
thinking this m ountain  well w orthy  his atfcntion, 
par ticu larly  in cafe o f  an y  d ifpute  with the A rab i
ans, who were rem ark ab ly  well fituated to  annoy  
him, he caufed a ftrong wall, fortified with turrets, 
to be built ro u n d  it, and  ereCled a handfome city, in 
which he placed a cohm y o f  inhabitants; and from 
the city  he m ade a paffage up  to the caflle. R ound  
the caflle, at the top, he  built an o th e r  wall,f at the 
angles o f  which were turre ts  fixty cubits in height; 
and  in the midft o f  the inc lo fu re  he caufed a largt; 
and elegant palace to be e re f tcd ,  which was fuppUt.?*’ 
with water from a varie ty  o f  c irtcrns: fo that the fi- 
tuation and conveniences  o f  :hts place feetried to 
have arifen from  a hap p y  co n jun tl iun  o f  nature  and 
art, each con tr ibu ting  in a liberal m a n n e r i t s  im
provem ent. H e ro d  likcwife depofited  i/^ the cafUe 
an immenfe ftore o f  military arms, engines, arrowj, 
& c. and Hocked it with a great quantity’ and variety 
o f  provifiojis; fo that there  could  beU itt le  danger 
o f  the garrifon being red u ced  e i t h e ^ y  famine or 
force. ^  ‘

In  this palace was a very  ex traord inary   ̂
plant, which bore the name o f  R u e ,  the pi>nu. 
growth o f  which was lb aftonifhing that it 
equalled  the height and  b read th  o f  a large fig tree. 
I t i s  faid that this plant had rem ained  there ever fince 
the time o f  H erod , and  might have con tinued  to 
the p re fen t d ay ,  but that the Jew s, when they  took 
the place, tore it up  by  the roots. O n  the north fide 
o f  Machaeras is a valley called Baaras, where a 
plant is p ro duced  which is likewife nam ed Baaras. 
T h is  itrange plan t is o f  a flame co lo u r;  and on the 
approach of, evening it reflefcts a ligiit like the beams 
o f  the fun. I t  is difficult to  d ra4’ the roo!. from the 
g round , and  the p lan t recedcs, on  any  one offering 
to touch it. T h e  m ethod o f  fixing it is faid to be by 
fprinkling it with a woman's u r in e ;  bu t  when it is 
thus fixed, the touch ing  o f  the p lan t will be fatal, 
unlefs the p a r ty  holds a part o f  the roo t  in his hand. 
But the following is faid to be a m ethod o f  drawing 
it w ithout danger.  T h e  g round  mufl be dug rouna  
the roo t till it is laid almofi; bare, and  then a dog 
muft be tied to it :  this being done, the inafler of 
the dog goes aw ay; and  being followed by the dog, 
the roo t  is drawn oiu o f  the g ro u n d ;  bu t the poor 
animal dies on the f^x)t, as if ne facrificed his own 
life to  the prefervation o f  that o f  h is lnafte r .  T h e  
root being once freed from the g round , the plant 
m ay be touched  without the leaft d eg ree  o f  danger. 
N otwithflanding what has been laid, it is r e l ^ d  
that this platit has a p ro p e r ty  that is m ore  than equi
valent to all its noxious aualities. I t  will not be dif- 
pu ted  that to be pofi'effea with evil fpirits one of 
the greateft calamities to  which hum an na-y^e^s 
fubjett .  T hefe  evil fpirits, which we place I(un3c i"  
the denom ination o f  demons or devils, a reo ry jy th e  
fouls o f  men, who, d u r in g  their  mortal exif«cncc, 
had abmidoned theinfelves to in iq u ity ;  having gi^in- 
ed poffelfion o f  living bodies, they  would laevita- ' 
bly deflroy them, if  their operations were not to be. 
counlerafcied by preven tive  remedies. Now  the

plant
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plan t  ̂ q u e f t i o n  pofTefTes fo extraordinary’ a  v ir tue  
that upon  only  touching  the patient with it his afflic
tion is im m ediately  rem oved.
DiveiCtyof In  the valley above-m entioned  there  is 
jpringf «i«i an uncom m on varie ty  o f  fprings and  
(c u n a m s . fountains, each differing from the o th e r  
in quality  and  flavour, being fweet, bitter, ho t,  & c . 
an d  there are likewife a n u m b er  o f  cold fprings, in 
ih e  lowcft parts o f  the va l ley :  bu t nothing « f  all 
this is fo ex trao rd inary  as a cave o f  fmall depth , 

jover which is a flone o f  a hard ,  ro ck y  na tu re ,  ou t  
rtS<nhich flone appear  two ffeuntains in the fliape o f  
breafls, from one  o f  which flow ho t  waters, and  cold 
from  the o ther.  T h efe  waters, when in term ixed , 
form a v e ry  pleafant bath , which is a fpecific in the 
cure  o f  I’qrvous, and  m any  o th e r  diforders. Mines 
o f  fu lp h u r \ in d  allum aUb abound  in this valley.

\  W h e n  Baffus had taken  a careful fur- 
f.erdbyBif- v ( ^  o f  M a c h s ra s ,  he came to a deierm i- 
fa». m yion  to  beliege the p lace ;  and .for this
purpofe  he l a n d e d  to  have filled up the valley to 
the eaftward o f  the town, and  t« m ake hrs app roach  
from that q u a r te r .  H is firfl p ro ceeed ing  was to  
throw u p  a m oun t,  oppofitc the caflle, with all a r 
ch ie  expedition, as the readieft way to  infure his fuc- 
cefs. T h e  Jews who were natives o f  the  city now 
divided themfelves from thofe wh^o were flraiigers, 
whom they  difmifled as perfons w'Ko were ynw orthy  
a conneBion with them, and  fent them into the low
e r  town, to fuflain the firft fliock; themfelves taking 

•poifeffion o f  the cattle, which, from  its Urengih, 
they thought would be the m oll defenfible; and a 
ilace from which, in cafe o f  neceffitj"-, it w'as pro- 
lable that they  m ight make the belt  term s with the 

Romans. I n  the mean time they  exerted  the ir  ut- 
niofl induftry  to  repel th e  attacks o f  the  befiegcrs. 
T h ere  was no t a  day  paficd in which the Jews did  
not fally forth in a determ ined  m anner ,  when v io 
lent fkirmiflies enfued , and  both  parties loft a confi- 
derable num ber o f  m en. T h e  advantage lay  fome- 
limes on one fide, and  fbmetimes on  the o th e r :  the 
Jews being  fuccefsful when they  a ttacked  th e ‘R o 
mans by  furprife, and the latter b e ing  the v iflors  
when they  were p roperly  advifcd o f  the advance o f  
the en em y , and  l iad  timc_to prepare  for their rcccp- 
tion. B u t it appeared ev ident that  the flege was nut 
to end in this m an n er ;  fince a  mofl fingular acci
dent reduced  the Jews to  the d ifagreeable necelTity 
of fu rrender ing  the caflle.
inftjnce. of ' Machacras there  was a y o u n g  man o f  
Kiw,r*. a fpirit rem arkably  bold, daring, and  en- 
titrioidiiucjr terprifing. His nam e was E leazar,  and 
““ '***■ he ex e rted  him felf in a v e ry  ex tra o rd i
nary  infcnner, both by  advice and exam ple , to  check 
iHii^jrogrcfs o f  the R om ans, and  encourage  his 

' to u n tf t 'm en  to  oppofe the ir  proceedings. T h is  
Kleazar frequen tly  fallied forth in a mofl deter- 
ininejp m anner, and was conflantly the firfl man to 
bcgifl an encounte r ,  and  the laft to  re trea t ,  when 
r t t rca t  became ablb lu te ly  neceflary. N ow it hap- 
4’eiicd, after the conclufion of a fkirmifh on  a p ar
ticular d ay ,  when both  parlies were re tired , that 

K o . 29.
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E leaza r ,  de te rm ined  to ev ince  his u t te r  contem pt 
o f  danger,  and to  prove that he was incapable o f  
fearing a n y  m an , ftopped without the gate o f  the 
c ity ,  and  en tered  in to  an idle converf'ation witJ) 
fome o f  the Jews that were on the walls; Teeming 
to  p ay  no kind o f  regard  to an y  thing that might 
pafs a ro u n d  him,

E leaza r  being now wiihin view o f  the 
R om ans in their cncam pm ent,  an E g y p 
tian foldier nam ed R ufus  took  an opj)or- 
tun ity  to run  to  him, unnoticed , an d  
feiziftg him with all his acc9u trem ents ,  conveyed  
him to the  enem y. T h e  •p rifoner  was no  fooner 
b rough t,  than Baffus direfcted that he fliould be 
flrippcd, laid on the g ro und , and public ly  whi 1- 
ped within view o f  thofe in the city. T h e  diflre f- 
ful fituation o f  this youth afllitled the Jews to  fuch 
a degree ,  that  the generali ty  o f  them burfl into 
tears, and lam ented his unhappy fate. Baffus finding 
how exceedingly  co n ce rn cc  the peo p le  in general 
w'ere for the misfortunes o f  this one  man, a tnought 
ftruck him that he hoped  to improve to  his ad v an 
tage; for he conceived that if  he could but increaie 
the a rd o r  o f  their  paffions, they  m ight be induced  
to purchafe the life o f  E leaza r  by a fu rrender  o f  the 
place. T h e  f'cheme fucceeded to the height o f  his 
expe tla tion  ; a crofs was erefted ,  on  which it fecm- 
ed to  ap p ear  that E leazar  î ’a s to  be immediately c ru 
cified; but no fooner was this crofs fixed than the 
wju)Ie garrifon exclaimed, as with one  voice, that  
th*cy could no longer b ea r  their fufi'erings. Im 
m ediate ly  h e reu p o n ,  E leaza r  in trea ted  them  to 
confider their own fituation, and  that o f  himfelf, 
who was fentenced to an ignom inious d e a t h ; and  
he co n ju red  them to defifl from con tend ing  againU 
the fuperior courage  and  fuccefs o f  the Rom ans, (o 
whole dom inion  all the world had fubmitted.

E leazar,  being o f  a diflinguifhed fam'i- ustgci 
ly, and having m any  friends and  rela- orfe. terms ol 
tions in the callle, their interefl Jj^s ex- 
c r ied  in fupport o f  his earnoiWiwSplicaWiT; fo that 
in the en d  the befiegcd, compafiionating his cafe 
in  a high degree ,  difpatched deputies to  the R o 
mans, who were commiflioned t<j offer the fu rren
d e r  o f  the caflle, on the condition that E leaza r’s 
life and  l iberiy  fliould be g ran ted  him, and that 
the garrifon fh(»uld be perm itted  tod ifpofe  o f  theni- 
lelves as they  thought proper.

Baffus readily confcnteci to thefe te rm s : B.ffui iMnt« 
bu t  the people  in the lower town, en- iiMmhi.u. 
raged to  think that they  had  not been »'>i 
confulted before the agreem ent was 
m ade, determ ined  to fecure themfelves 
by private ly  re treating  in the  night. T h o fe  who 
w ere  in the caflle gave notice o f  this to BafUis, as 
foon as the gates were opened ; partly lefl themfelves 
fliould be fufpe6led t6  have been  concerned  in the

Blot, and p a r tly  th rough  en v y  o f  their affociates. 
le reupon  Bafl'us a ttacked  them : but the moft gal

lant o f  thole who firft got o u t  made their  efcaiK;; 
while the  reft, in num ber no lefs than one thoufUnd 
feven hun d red ,  were flain, and  their wives an 4

7 i i  chil-
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children  m ade  flaves. N otw ithftanding  the above- 
m en tioned  circiimftance, BafTu* gave Eleay-ar his 
l iberty ,  and  difnulR;d tlte garrifoa , ag reeab le  to  bis 
«ontra£ l.

C H A P .  X X I V .

A }fw n h tr  o f  J E W S  aitackeS, in thf. Fortft « f  J A  R -  
D K S , hy B A SSU S, rvhn Jlnys Three Thou [and, o f
thap., A  Poll-tax ordered to be pa id  by the J E W S .

€

'' I  ■' II  E  tranfaflions  above-m entioned
* X  being  at an end ,  an d  Balltus having 
received  inform ation that g reat  num bers  
o f  the Jew s who had cflTcaed tbcir  ei'cape 
du ring  the fie^cs o f  Jerufalem  an d  Ma- 
cba.‘ras^ had a llem bled together,  and re- . 

t i red  to the forett o f  Jan lc s ,  he m arched  with his 
a rm y  immediately to that p lace ; and  on his arrival,  
found that the intelligence which had been  b ro u g h t  
h im  was t ru e :  w herefore he ilTued o rde rs  that  his 
cavalry  Ihould inftantlv furround the whole w ood; 
which were fo punctua lly  obeyed ,  that not a fingle 
Jew  could m ake his efcape. In  the m ean time, tlie 
infantry were em ployed  to cut down the trees and 
bullies which formed thofc thickets u n d e r  which the 
Jews had  taken flielter; fo that by  this means they 
were deprived  o f  all poflibility o f  concealm ent,  and 
b ad  no hopes o f  faf^tty but in cutting their  way 
through  the forces o f  the enem y. Being reduced  to  
the alternative o f  perilh ing, o r  tak ing  this defpe- 
ra te  ftep, they  un ited  in a body, and made a v iolent 
attack on  thqfe who fu rrounded  them , who received  
the afl'ault with the utm olt bravery'. In  a w ord , the 
rafhnefs exc ited  by defpair on  the o n e  fide, and 
d e te rm in ed  courage on the o ther ,  com bined  to re n 
d e r  the engagem ent eq u a lly  obd ina te  and  violent, 
J n  the end , h o w ^ /e r ,  the R o m an s  obtained  the a d 
vantage) —''.h on ly  twelve m en flain, and
a  fmall num ber w ounded ; whereas, ev e ry  m an o f  
the Jews was k illed  in the aQion, am ounting , in the 
gooo jiwi whole, to the num ber o f  three thoufand.
iijin. A tnong thefe was the com m ander in

chief, nam ed Judas, the fon o f  Ja ir ,  o f  
•whom m ention has been  m ade in a former par t  o f  
this work. T h is  Judas  was an officer during  the 
fiege o f  Je ru fa lem , from w hence b": cfBefcled his ef
cape  through a fubterraneous pafl’age.

A t this jun iilu rc  the em p ero r  fent a le t te r  to  his o f
ficer T iberius  M axim us, commiffioning him to cx- 
pofe the  lands o f  the Jew* to fale, an d  dec laring  
that he would not rebuild  any  o f  their  cities, bu t 
fcizc tliem all to  his own ufe. T ib er iu s  w asd irefted  
to  leave eight h u n dred  foldiers in Emmauy, which 
is fiiiiaied abou t fixty furlongs from Jerufalem . 
An«fmuti T h e  tm p e ro r ,  likewife, iifucd o rde rs
pou-tMim. that the Jews fhould p ay  a poll-tax o f

two drachm as a im nally ; and  tnis m oney  
was to  be paid into the capitol, as 'f im ilar  

Idxes had been form erly  paid  at the temple. T h u s

deplorab ly  unfortunate  was th e  flatc o f  the»-Jcws at 
the p e r io a  o f  which 1 am  writing.

C H A P .  X X V .

The Misfortunes xvhich htjel ANTIOCH US^ K ing o f  
C O M a G E N E . He is ordered to be fent P^rifoner 
to R O M E  by C E S E N N JU S ; but f i t  at lib erty , 
and treated whh greal Liberality by V E S P A S l^ h l^  
A  Number o f  con/cderatc SC Y T JIJA N S 'invade 
M E D IA .

T N  thc.fourth  y c a r o f  the re ign  o f  thcyc.i.mitie. of 
A  em p ero r  AY-ipafian it happened th a r  Anti«hu., 
A ntiochus, king o f  C om agene, and  aS  king of Co. 

his family, were involved in ve ry  con!i- 
derable difficulties, which took  rife jrom  the fol
lowing c ircum ilance. Cefeiinius Pe^u^ who was at 
that time governor«of Syria, fent an exprcfs to  the 
em pero r ,  inform ing him , that  A ntiochus and  his 
fon Epiphancs, being determ ined  to  renounce  their 
allegiance to the R om ans,  were in  af tua l  trea ty  
with the k ing o f  P a r th i a : he there fo re  reprefented 
the necefTity o f  pu tt ing  ,a flop  to the m eafurc  by 
an im m ediate  in te rpom ion . T hofe  who heard  of 
this information en ter ta ined  great 'doubts  o f  its b e 
ing founded  in faCt: but, as the two kings above- 
m entioned  were nea r  neighbours,  it would have  
been  im pruden t  in V efpanan  to have flighted the 
a d v ic c :  and the danger was confiderably increafed 
by  Samofata, the capital city o f  Com agcne, being 
i i tu a te d  almoft (in the banks o f  the E u p h ra te s ; lo 
that the Parthians cou ld  pfofs and  repa li  a t their 
p leafurc ,  -and be a t  all times fecure o f  a fafe re 
treat.

W h e th e r  the above-m entioned  intelli-

fjence was well founded  o r  not, Vefpa- 
lan paid  fo m uch  regard  to it, that he 

left 'Cefennius to a£l as he thought p ro 
per ,  directing that his own ju d g m en t  fhould be the 
rule o f  his c o n d u t t  in the affair. Im m ediately  here
up o n  Cefennius began to  exercife  his au thority ; 
fo r  calling to  his affiliance Ariftobulus, k ing  o f  Chal- 
cis, and  Sohemus, king o f  Em efa, b e  m ade  a n  in- 
curfion in to  Com agene, with the fixth leg ion , and 
feveral detachm ents o f  his cavalry  a n d  infantry, 
to  the u t te r  aftonifbment o f  A ntiochus and  his ad
heren ts ,  who had not the leaft fufpicion o f  fu(;b an 
invafion. H is  en trance ,  therefore , m et with no 
k ind  o f  oppofition, for the inhabitants w,ere wholly 
u n p ro v id ed  with means to  repel the attli'tk. I t  i» 
not in the pow er o f  language to defcribe ho?Wif»nnfh 
A ntiochus was furprifed on  rece iv ing  intelligence 
o f  this in c u r f io n ; for he had  not enteriairj«d the 
flighteft idea  o f  forfeiting his good feith ^^th the 
R om ans.

In  this ex trem ity , he  came to  the refo- 
lution o f  abandoning  his kingdom juft  in 
its prcfent fituation, and o f  u k l n g  with

Ccreonint 
nukei m  i«- 
curlion into 
Comigene.

V

Afltiachil
tires,
foUet (U t <*
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him  his wife -And children  j wiiich he 
tho u g h t  w ould  afford a full n rp q f  o f  

‘‘'5'” h is  innocence ,  and that  he  had  no  in 
tention o f  departing from his allegiance. T h u s  rc- 
folved, he re tired  to  a plain at tlie diftance o f  
a ^ u t  one  h u n d re d  and  th ir ty  furlongs from the 
city, where he cncam ped. In  the in terim , Cefen- 
iiius fent a num ber o f  foldiers to .take poU'enion of, 
and lieep garrifon in Samofat,a; an d  m archcd  in 
pcrfon, acconipanicd by  o th e r  forces, in purfuit  o f  
A ntiochus, who cou ld  iuji be , iuduced  to  take  any  

meafures to  the pre judice  o f  the Rom ans, 
i i ^ ' i t h f t a n d iu g  all thcfe aggravations. Jn  a word, 
he d id  nothing elfc tlian lam ent h is  m isfortunes, and  
form the refolution o f  fubm itting to  them  with all 
the for ti tude in his power.

H ow ever ,  Epiphanes and Callinicus, 
Lhe fons o f  Antiochus, be ing  in the 

Romani. o f  you th ,  an d  ce leb ra ted  for their
m ili tary  Jkilnand courage ,  thought they  were b o u n d  
in h o n o u r  to j^ av e  recourfc  to a rm s:  wherefore they 
n iuftered  all t i ^  forces in ,their power, and  gave bat
tle to  the Rom ans. T h e  battlc^continucd the whole 
day ,  and the young  princes fuUainOd very  little lofs: 
a  p ro o f  that  their  c o n d u t l  was equal to their cou-

T h o u g h  the iffue o f  this d ay ’s ronteft 
was greatly  in favour o f  A ntiochus, yet 
he ftill held his fo rm er refolution o f  r e 
t ir ing ;  wherefore he  depa rted  with his - 

wife and  daughters  into Cilicia : and this refblute d e 
term ination, arifing from a p r in c ip le  o f  in tegrity ,  
and a fenfe o f  conicious innocence, afflifted his fol
diers in the higheft degreie: they  were almoft aban
doned  to d e fp a i r , |o n  obferving the diftrefs o f  the 
k ing ; and  d readed  tli£ thought o f  deferting to the ; 
R om ans, and  leaving their p rince  in fuch afflidion. 
W ith  re g a rd  to E p iphanes  and  Callinicius, it b e 
came them  to confult their own fecurity :  wherefore 
they took with them eight fe le t l  fr iends, an d  all o f  
them being  well m ounted ,  they  crofled the*river 
E uphra te s ,  in to  the dom inions o f  V ologeles,  king 
o f  W r th ia :  and ,  on  their arrival, this prince  ^ave a 
p ro o f  o f  the magnanim ity  o f  his m ind, no t by  
t rea t in g th em  as vagabonds, bu t  with all thofe marks 
o f  d id in f t ion  'and rcfpc6t which the ir  high b ir th  
s t id r a n k  dem anded.
Htiigeix. N o  fooner h ad  A ntiochus arrived  at 
ro-iiiy iro*ttd T a r lu s ,  in Cilicia, than  Cclennius dil-;. 
kyVtfpafun. patched  an officer to apprehend  him, 
a^d c o n d u a  him a p r ifone r  to R o m e :  but Vefpa- 
hau ,  having too  much generofity  to  perm it a fove- 
reign p rince  to be trea ted  in fo ignom inious a. 
mann^jj* de term ined  ra ther  to /Jie.w a regard  to the 
form er fr iendlh ip  tha t  had  fubfilled betw een  himfelf 

“̂ a n d  A ntiochus, than to  take a d v a n u g c  o f  an ima
gined in ju ry :  he  therefore  fent o rders  that h is  
chaiAs fliould be  taken  off; tliat his jo u rn e y  to  
R ym e {hould be d e lay ed ;  and that h e  fhould rem ain

■ loine time a t  Lacedaemon; a t which laft place he 
. fui-niflicd him with an ample fupply o f  m p u ey ,  that

he m ight be enab led  to  fuppor t  the dignity  o f  his 
rank.

T h e  bro thers ,  who had been  in great Th(fe„, „  
fear and an x ie ty  on the accoun t o f  the ir  iheinAanc* 
fa ther, were no t  on ly  re lieved from their of Voiogerei, 
apprchenfions, by this liberal behaviour Jh'?“'rfweu 
towards A ntiochus, but likewife enter- received« 
taiiied hopes th a t  they might be them- 
Iclves reconciled  to the emperor;- and in thefe hopes 
th ey  were encouraged  by  the intercelFmn o f  Volo- 
gefes, wlio folicited the perniiifion o f  Vefpafian for 
their re tu rn  to  R o m e : for though they had no rea- 
fon to be imeal'y in the ir  prefein fituation, y e t  th e y  
were a n x b u s t o  live withm  the pale o f  the 'em pire .  
In  a word, they  went to R o m e;  and foon after their 
arrival their fa ther was co n d u t ted  th i the r ;  and they  
were all en te r ta ined  in a m anner  expreffivc o f  thu 
highelt elleem and regard.

A num ber o f  the people  form erly  call,  .  . 
ed Scythians, bu t who were at this per iod  jnvllc Mr'.*”’ 
know n bv  the name o f  O lancs , and re- 
fided fas nath becMi heretofore obfe rycd j 
n ea r  tlie riyer T ana is ,  ^nd the lake o f  ‘[.triy. '  
Ma^otis, confederated with the k ing  o f  
H y rc an ia  to invade and  jay wafte the coun try  o f  
Media. N ow  this k ing was m aile r  o f  the only paf- 
fage into that co u n try ;  and it is faid that A lexan
der had fo contrived, that this pallage (hould  be (hut 
up with iron gates; but the paflape being now laid 
op en ,  and no fufpicion uri(ing o f  what would hap- 
i v n ,  no  re lillance could be made, and the invaders 
took  pod'edion o f  the p lace , where, in ca ttle  and  
o ther  efT'e£ts, they  po{rclfed them fcIves o f  immenfe 
p ro p e rty .  T h is  incur(ion fo terrKied Pacorus , at 
that time king o f  the co u n try ,  that he left his fxif- 
felfions lb the m erc y  o f  the invaders,  and flying 
for re fuge am ong the rocks, he at length redeem ed  
his wife and concubines at the expence o f  a h u n 
dred  talents.

T h e  enem y now con tinued  to  prcfs for- 
ward,- ravaging and d ed ro y in g  ^j;iroiJ^h v i g o f  Ar. 

the whole courlc  o f  the ir  p t ^ ^ e j s ,  w w ' "  
ou t  m eeting with any  oppo(itionj till t h e r  i,rlilri7rr- 
came to the confines o f  A rm enia , which cambtin* 
was at that time governed by a king 
nam ed Tiridates. I n  confequence o f  this,
T ir id a tes  advanced  and  a t tack ed  them, and  Viad a  
narrow  eCcape from being taken p rifoner;  for. d u r 
ing the battle ,  the noole o f  a h a l t e r  was tn row n  
over  his head, and his opponents  were ju ft  on th e  
point o f  drawing him away, when he had  the pre- 
lence o f  mind to  cut the rop>e with his fword, b y  
which he e f f e tk d  his e(cape. T h e  invaders m et 
with fuch fucccfs in this erigagement, that they be
came m o re  v io len t and  blood-thirfty than before; 
and  were fo encouraged  in their depredations, that 
deftrufcHon m arked  their  fteps; they  depopulated  
th e  co u n try ,  and  took  away with them  a great boo ty  
in  cattle, an d  a n  incredible num ber o f  prifoners.

C H A P .
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M  A S  S A D  A  governed hy E lE A Z A R .  The J E W S  
never fo  abandoned as at this Period. Account o f  
the ^ IC A R II , J O H N , S IM O N , and the Z E A ^  
L O T S . Defcription o f  the natural and artificial 
Advantages o f  M A S S A D A . Operatiens o f  S IL -  
WA againji it. The J E W S  refolve not to fu rv ive  

^■^.heir^ Laws and Liberties, and accordingly dejtroy 
each other. «

Maflid. « I 'H E  death* o f  Baffus, which liappcn?
recep"t»cu*fer *  cd  in Judsca, tnadc room for the 
tot>ber»»nd advanccm ^tit  o f  F lavius Silva, who fuc-
•mtraTd'kV cecded to  his governm ent.  Silva being
Eietitr. in form ed that all the co u n try  was in due

♦ fub jef tion , one caftle on ly  excep ted ,  he
c 611e<3 ed  all the forces he  was abl<^ with a dcterm i- 
natipn to m ake an a ttack  on it. T h e  nam e o f  this 
callle was Mafl'ada, and  it was u n d e r  the com m and 
o f  E leazar,  the leader o f  the Sicarii, who had  o b 
ta ined  poueflion o f  this fortrefs. E le a z a r  was the 
lineal oefcendant o f  Judas ,  who, at the lime that 
C yren ius  difcharged the ofiice o f  cenfor in Judaea, 
d iltinguiflied him lclf by  oppofing the Jews entering 
th e i r  names on the roll, as hath been m en tioned  in 
a  form er part o f  this work.
A fumm.ty Now the Sicarii were the determ ined  
accyuntoiibe cncmies o f  all thofe who exhibited aily 
sicirii, proofs o f  their fricndfhip lo  thc R om ans; 
and ,  in fa£l, they treated them like en em ies : for they 
robbed  them ol their  cffetls, drove away their  ca t
tle, and b u rn t  their houfes. T h e i r  a rgum ent was, 
th a t  thofe men were to be confidered as ftrangers 
an d  cncmies, who would ra lhc r  rcfign their liber- 
t ieM h an  conteiid  fo f th e m ,  and  chofc a ftate o f  (la- 
ve ry  ra th e r  than freedom , though freedom is a 
blem ng above aU p rice ;  they  faid that pcrfons o f  
fuch a ^ ' f ’v iy t ioK ^atJ j j je t te r  jo in  thc R om ans with
out any  farther ce rem ony. T h is ,  how ever,  was a 
kind o f  language ufed only to  difguifc thc b a rb a 
ri ty  and avaricioufnefs o f  their difi)ohtionsj as ev i
dently  appeared  in the fequel: for when thofe very  
m en ,  who had  been thus b randed  as traitors to 
the ir  coun try ,  afterwards united  in thc connnon 
Ciiufe againlt the R om ans, th ey  werp treated even 
with m ore  i'everity than befo re ;  particularly  thofe 
am ong them who had courage and re l 'ilu tion to  op- 
pofc thc bypocrify  an d  bafc prafticcs  o f  the Si
carii.
Ahaiidoned Sincc the com m cnccm ent o f  the w orld, 
difpoiit.oii of there never was a period when the Jews 

]»■••• w ere  fo totally given up  to  all kinds of 
vice as at prefent. T h e y  had prai;ti(ed fuch varie ty 
o f  wickednef'' , that invention itfelf was loft in the 
contrivancc ol ne^v crimes. C orrup tion  ftalked at 
large, both in public  and p rivate :  there  appeared 
to  DC a harm ony  o f  ev il ;  and  if  there was anv  
em ulation, it was who (hould be guilty o f  the molt 
atrocious atls o f  in iqu ity . Perions in pow er op- 

i

prefTed the vulgar b y  e v e r f  ex travagan t  ex<^rtion of 
their au th o r i ty ;  while the  com m on people',"in re 
turn , p lundered  them o f  th e ir  elfccls as often as 
they  could find an opporti in ity .

Th is  violent and  liccntious coiirfe o f  proceed ing  
wasfirft encouraged  b v  the Sicarii, who, being d e 
termined on doing all the mifchief that lay within 
their power, loft no  o p p o r tu n ity ,  either b y  w ord  or 
deed , o f  cxciting o thers to  a£ts o f  d e fp e m io n .  
H o w ev er ,  all that  they  d id , o r  caulcd to  be done ,  
fell far Ihort o f  thft ou trageous cruclties 
o f  Jo h n  o f  Gifchala, who o rd e red  m any
o f  the citizens to  be pu t  to dea th , as if
they had  been enemies, m ere ly  hecaufe th ey  re
com m ended fuch m odes o f  proceed ing  as would
tend to  the advan tage  o f  the pub lic ;  l a , f a t l ,  he 
committed every  p<5Hible ou trage on b «  unhappy 
coun trym en . A nd , indeed, what bcttgV could  be 
expefcted from a  man who made no  fcw p le  o f  con- 
fcience o f  affronting even thc D e ity ?  I A nd  this he 
did b y  the ufe o f  meats th a t  w e r e ^ r b i d d e n ; by 
abandoning  the lawj^ and  cuftoms o f o u r  an ce t to r i ;  
and  by renouncing  the puritjr o f  his original profef- 
fion. I t  is, therefore, not in th e  lean  furprifing 
that a m an who co u ld  defpife his G o d ,  (hould b e 
have with inhum anity  to  his neighbours.

Simon, the fon o f  Gioras, was no t lefs si,n<»n, 
diltinguifhed by  ev e ry  fpecies o f  v ice  of Giorj». 
that could  difgrace the name o f  a m an : 
he inflifted thc moft h o rr id  barbarit ies ,on  thofe v e ry  
■>crfotis who had raifed him, to  p o w er;  who, having 
)cen born  freem en, fubmitted to the ignom iny of 

becom ing his flaves. In  a w ord , the m en above- 
mentioned were loll to all thofe aflcftions arihng 
from the ties o f  c o n fa n g u in i ty /  an d  dead to every  
fcntiment o f  friendfliip. T h e i r  co n d u f t  was the 
moft crucl to  thofe who had a p r io r  right to  their 
compaffion; and  they  difdained to cxcrcife their ty 
ranny  o v e r  ftrangcrs, while they had, what they 
thoucht,  a m ore  agreeable o p portun ity  o f  w reak
ing tncir vengeance on th e ir  own friends and coun- 
trytiven. Such was thc unfeeling  difpofition o f  their 
minus.

N o r  Wer e the crimcs o f  thc Iduma;ans 
m uch  Icfs a trocious. T h cfe  execrab le  
villains affaflinated the high-priefts, in •"•*«>«• 
o rder,  as far as lay in their  power, to  Hrike at the 
very  root o f  re lig ion : they  hkewife confounded  all 
good m anagem ent in thc city, def troycd  even  tlic 
appcarancc o f  juftice and civil governm ent,  and 
cUabliflied tyrann'j'^ p.nil opprefiion in their ftc^d. 
T h e y  who were called Zealo ts  were par- 
t icu larly  af tivc  in prom oting thc confu- 
hons above  m en tioned ;  and, indeed , their*(;ondufi 
gave them a ju f t  t ide  to  their n am e; for they  -Wfft; 
the moft violent pa trons  and  prom oters o f  v i c e t h a t '  
ever exifted, at the fame time p re ten d in g  to  the ut- 
moft degree  o f  v ir tue ,  an d  ttic m oll confummate 
piety. In  fa£l, th ey  impofed on all that l if tened to  
their dofclrines, m aking  evil appear  as good, 
good  as evil.

In

I n h u m a n i f y
o f  tJje Ida-
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SiWai thcKft- 
D in  feneralt 

Mat*
i«da.

Thtir nxrit. I "  ctid, liowcvcr, thc rightcous 
edp3»«(iiiijt vengcance o f  H e av en  o v e r to o k  and  pu- 

n ifhed  their  c r im es; for they  fuftered 
every  calam ity  that hum an nature  is capable o f  en- 

1 d u r in g ;  and  thcfe calamities continued* du r in g  the 
I  whole courfe  o f  their lives. I t  m ay  poflibly be faid, 
jyhait the punifliment they fuflained was inadequate to 
I i h e  crimes they  had com m itted; and  that no punifh- 
I m en t could  equal their ofFq^nces: bu t  as I do  not in- 
I tend ^o en te r  into  the h il lo ry  o f  thofe unhappy  

v rc tc h es  who fuffered by  the vices o f  thefe m onlters  
^ f  in iqu ity ,  I fliall here  refum e the th read  o f  m y 

“ fflK'*ative.
T h e  R om an general Silva now m arched  

to  lay ficge to MafTada, in which was a 
garrifon o f  thc Sicarii, com m anded  by  
E lcazar,  who was the ch ief  o f  the peo 

ple bearir l^  that name. Silva foou polFefled him- 
e l f  o f  t h e \ d j a c e n t  coun try ,  and with v e r y  little 

difficulty : \ c  then difpofed o f  his troops in thc 
m od  commqHious m an n er  poffiblc, and  ran . up  a 
wall ro u n d  tfrokcaftlc, at once to fccurc his foldiers,

' and to  p reven t  the efcape o f  the enem y. H e  now 
looked ou t for a p lace the moft convenient for thc (la- 
fion o f  his camp, which he found to  b e  on the fpot 
where the adjacent m ountain  com m unicated  with 
thc rock  o n  which the caftle ftood. O n e  great in- 

; m n v e n ie n c e  now at tended  S ilva ;  for the provifions 
i w th  which his a rm y was fupplied b y  the Jews were 
f brought from a very  great  d il tance ; and, as there 
( was no fountain near the place, the p ro cu r in g  o f  wa- 

ti*r was likewilc a ttendctl with very  great difnculty.
As loon as the above-m entioned  difpo- 

fition o f  affairs had taken place, Silva 
p repared  to com m cnce thc fiege, which, 
as will arppcar from the (ituation o f  the 
caitte, was Tikely to c o d  much tim e, and  

to be a ttended  with great difhculty. T h is  caftle is 
(ituated on  a large  and  high rock , which is fur- 
rounded  b y  deep  and craggy  precipices. T h e y  
who ftand at the top  cannot lee  tne bo ttom , on ac
count o f  thc h igher  rocks hanging o v e r  thofe that 
are beneath. E v en  the beafts canno t  c l im b ’ this 
rock, fo difficult is the accefs, ex ccp t  by  two paf- 
Tages, one o f  which is from the eaft lidc, from the 
lake A fphaltit is ;  an d  the o ther  from thc weft fide; 
the fo rm er being  much m ore  dangerous than the 
latter. O n e  o f  thefe pafTages bears thc name o f  thc 
Snake, from the nu m b er  o f  turnings that there arc 
in the afcent; for in m any  parts o f  it thc ftones fo 
in tcrfeft each other, that paffengcrs arc obliged to 

backw ards and fo rw ards.to  nafs th em : and the 
road is fo narrow that the trave lle r  canno t keep  both 
his feet on the g round at thc fame time. Exclufive  
of all tMi, one falfe ftep would p lunge  a man to  the 

o f  a moft h o rr id  prtc ip ice . T h is  road is 
deemed thirty  furlongs' from the bottom  to the top 
of the m ountain ; and on this em inence there  is a 
plain, qn which the high-prieft Jo n a th an  caufed a 
cafUe to  be  built, to  which he gave thc name o f  
M affada; and claimed the ho n o u r  o f  being the 
founder o f  this caftle, which was afterward* forii- 

No» 29.
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fied and  ad o rned ,  with immenfc labour,  and  a t  a 
large expence ,  by  H e ro d  thc G re a t :  a wall being 
alfo built round  it by  H e ro d ,  e igh t cubits in breadth  
a n d  twelve in height, with white ftones o f  confider- 
able value. H e ro d  likewife caufed feven and twen
ty  tu rre ts ,  each o f  fifty cubits high, to be e re f ie d ;  
and m ade a com m unication  between thefe tu rre ts  
an d  the Ixiildings on the in terio r fide o f  thc wall- 
T h c  nature o f  the foil o f  th e  plain being found to  
be ex trem ely  r ich , H e ro d  gave orders that it ihm ild  
be well cujtivated, with a view that thof<; who m ight 
in fu ture  times have occafion to take refuge in m e  
calllc, m ight be certain o f  being fupplied with the 
neceHaries o f  life. W ith ih  the limits o f  the caftle 
he caufed a fum ptuous and  magnificent palace to 
be c re t ie d  for his own accom m odation. T h e  e n 
trance o f  this palace was fuiiated fo as to fro n t  tiie 
n orth -w cft: the walls o f  it were o f  g rea t  ftrength, 
and  rem arkab ly  h igh; and  at each or the four c o r - , 
ners was a tower, o f  the height o f  iixty cubits. T h c  
varictv , decorations, ornaments, richnefs, and  fplen- 
d o r  o f  the feveral apartments, baths, and galleries, 
excecd  all deicription. T h e  whole was fiipporied 
with pillars, each o f  one cniins. ftone, and Vo dif
pofed as to  give p roo f  o f  thc ftrength o f  thc ftruc- 
tu re ,  and  the ju d g m en t  o f  thc architect. T h c  pave
m ent and the walls were diverlified with ftones o f  a 
varie ty o f  colours. A  great num ber of large cif- 
terns, hew ed ou t  o f  the ij)ck. for the prcfervation
o ’ water, were difperfcd in tlie d ifferent quarte rs  

, the palace to the caftle, which was quite inviG- 
e from thc outfide; and ,  as hath been here to fore  
)ferved, thc o th e r  paffagc was rendered  ah og '; the r  

im paH ablc: and wit i regard  to thc wcftern pallage, 
it was totally  b locked  up  by  a tower that was e r e d e d  
in thc narroweft part o f  it, at ab o u t  the diftance of 
a thoufand  cubits from the caftle. T h is  will ferve 
to Ihew how ftrongly  the p la c a  was fortified by  y t  
as well as na tu re ;  and  how difficult the conqueft o f  
it muft have been, even with the ftighteft oppofi-
tion. ___

T h u s  fortified, this caftlc Iwd the a^-

f>caranccof being p ro o f  not on ly  againll 
o rce , bu t was unliKcly to be fubdued by 

fa m in e ;  for- when it was furpnfcd  by  
Elea:4ar and thc Sicarii, there were found in it great 
treafurcs o f  co rn ,  wine, oil, pulfc, dates. <fec. c<jual 
to thc confumption o f  m any years; ana  thcfc a r t i 
cles wcr€ as frefh as i f  they had been but newly 
depofited, though they  had been treafurcd up  a h u n 
dred  years. Perhaps this circuniftancc might be 
owing to  the extrem e pu r i ty  and  falubrious quality 
o f  the air in fo e leva ted  a fituation. A p e e a b le  to 
the k ing’s o rd e r ,  th e re  was likewife lain up  a ma-

S ay.ine o f  various kinds o f  arms for thc accom m o- 
ation o f  ten thouland  nien, and  alfo an immenfc 

quantity  oi' unw rought iron , brafs, lead, and  other 
articles, which, it is prefum ed, were in tended  for 
fome capital cnterprife- 

T rad it io n  has handcid do\vn to n s  a r c -  swppofti 
p o r t  that H e ro d  prov ided  this caftlc for a e»uft oi He. 
re treat ,  in cafe o f  neccflity, (xom tv̂ ru

^ F  evils,

III tmpl<
' ftorn of rrs. 

vitoil UMl
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with h it m»- 
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prcDMj 
n u ft a

MtJ to
mount.

im ^ ' 1* which he  thought thTcatencd h h n :
fo ftronjiy. the onc was, that his lub jcfts  m ight depofe

him , and  re llore the Afraotiaean family to 
th e  th ro n e :  but the o ther was an affair o f  which 
there  was m uch  g rea ter  d a n g e r ;  for  C leopa tra ,  
q u een  o f  E g y p t ,  had fo rm ed  a defign againtt the 
life o f  H e ro d ,  o f  which fhe m ade  little lecret. In  
feyera l converfations ■which fhe had with A n to n y  on  
this (ubje€t, fhe avowed h er  dcfign, and  rppcatedly  
u rg e d  him to give private  o rders  for th e  deH rutlion  
o f  H e ro d ,  and  to perm it  her to  govern  the Jews in 
his flead, in the ch a ra f te r  o f  q u een . C onfidering 
the pafTion that A ntony  en ter ta ined  for C leopatra ,  it 
is aftonifhing that he dcrfied h er  requeff . Be this as 
it m ay , however, H e ro d ,  apprehcnfive o f  the dan-

f ;er, f<)rtified Maflada fo Itrongly, tha t  there  could  be 
carce ly  a hope  o f  conquering  i t ;  and he knew that 

w ithout poHtllion o f  it, the Jews co u ld  n eve r  be 
 ̂w holly  fubje^tcd to the Rom ans.

I have a l read y  o b fe rv rd ,  tha t  the Jews 
■were now fo clofely pen t  u p  within the 
walls o f  Maffada, that  it was u tterly  im- 
poffible that they  fhould cffcft an efcape; 
w hereupon Silva advanced  with his m a

chines, to the on ly  place which he could fill up , in 
o rd e r  to  raifc a m ount.  B eyond the tower which 
b locked  u p  the weflern paffage to the palace and 
caftle, th e re  was a large rock , which bore the name 
o f  L e u c e :  this rock  was larger than that on  which 
the caflle o f  Maffada flood, b u t ’ no t  *fo high by 
ab o u t  th ree  hundre tl  cubits. Silva had no fooner 
He g>ins the taken  polfeffion o f  this rock ,  than he if- 
r»cWLeue«, fuc*d O r d e r s  to  his foldiers to  raife a 
■f>d erefu* m oun t upon i t ;  and they  were fo diligent 
mount on 1. bufinef^ that they foon go t  it up  to
the height o f  two hundred  cubits ;  bu t fmding that 
it was not o f  fufficient ftrcngth to  fupport  the ma- 
clynes, they  raifed on it a kind o f  platform, com- 
pofed o f  large ftones, fifty cubits in height, and o f  
the fame breadth . O n  this platform they built  a 
tow er o f  the heigfit o f  fixty cubits, which they  for- 
tified wMth” Won. E < ttu f ive  o f  th e i r  com m on m a 
chines, they  h a d  ano ther  k ind ,  which had been  in 
ven ted  by Vefpafian, and  were afterwards im proved 
b y  T itus .

F ro m  the tow er above-m entioned  the 
R om ans affailed the befieged with fuch 
im petuous fhowers o f  flones and flights 
o f  arrows, that they  were 'a f ra id  to ap . 
p ea r  on the wail. I n  the  interim Silva 
d irected  his batter ing  ratr.s againfl the 
wall, till at length  it was dam aged in fome 

places. In  confcquence h e reo f  the Sicarii in t tam ly  
ran up  ano ther  wall behind it, w'hich was com pofed 
o f  fijch materials as to  deaden the ftroke, and  fuf- 
taiii no  kind o f  damage. T h is  wall was built in the 
following m anner, A  row o f  large pieces o f  tim
b e r  was mortifed in to  an o th e r  o f  equal fize, and  a 
fpace was left between them equal to the thicknefs 
o f  the wall. This  fpace was filled with the earth  o f  
the na tu re  o f  clay, and boards were nailed acrofs 
the frame, to  ]»reveni the ea rth  from falling. T h u s

T h« btfieged 
Hre driven 
from the w all, 
which U 4a- 
mafctl by 
bittering 
ram i.

prepared ,  it was as flrong as the wall o f  a h o i i fe ; 
and  the m ore  v io len tly  it was ba t te red  the (fronger 
it became, the earth  oeilng m ore  firmly d o fe d  oy 
each flroke it received.

Silva finding that the ba t te r ing  with his 
machines did not p ro d u ce  the confe- »ih,w,u. 
quence  he  expefled ,  o rde red  his foldiers eompow 
t6 p rovide themfclves with fire-brands, to  
d eu ro y  the works o f  the ei>emy. T h e  ftrojm. 
new wall being hollow, and chiefly com- 
{iofedof t l inbci-work, it im m edia tely  took fire, and,., 
the flames raged with the u tmofl v io lence :  
wind being at north , it d rove  the h re  with fuch ra
pidity on  the R om ans ,  that they expefcled the al- 
moft inttant de f tru f t ion  o f  theii m achines: but, ju f t  
at this ju n f tu re ,  the wind veered  to the fputh, and 
bea t fo violently on  the wall, that  the whote o f  it was 
in flames in a moment. T h e  Rom ans, r;rateful for 
this providential f lroke in  theit  fav o u r , i re tu rn ed  to  
th e ir  camp, full.of fpirits, and  whh a fixed de te rm i
nation to  attack the enem y by  break^  day on the 
following m orn ing ;  and , in  the m ean  time^ to p lace 
ftrong guards, thait their  opponents m ight n o t  elcapc 
in the night.

H ow ever, E lea za r  had  no idea o f  de- Eioairpm. 
parting himfclf, o r  o f  permitting any  o f  f»r»death t» 
his peop le  to  evacuate the p la c e : bu t  as 
the wall was now to tally  confum ed, and 
there appeared  to  be no lo n g e r  an y  bytbeRo- 
chance  e i th e r  o f  re lie f  o r  fecurity, it be- 
came neceffary to confider h o w  th e ir  wives and chil- 
dren  m igh t be moft eflfefiually p re ferved  from the 
violences to  be ex p e l le d  from the R om ans, on their 
tak ing  pofTeffion o f  the place. H av ing  ferioufly 
re fle tted  on  this affair, E leazai^  determ ined  in hts 
own mind that a death o f  g<ory would be greatly 
preferab le  to a life o f  in fam y; and that the molt 
m agnanim ous refolution they co u ld  form, would be 
to difdain the idea o f  furviving their liberties. H is  
own fentiments being thus formed, he re folved to 
en d eav o u r  to  infpire o thers with the fame; and  for 
that  purpofe  he fum m oned a num ber o f  his friends 
and  aflbciates, whom he addreffed to  the following 
eflfea.

cultom  with the people  o f  o u r  nation to  or»tioo to 
d en y  the au thority  o f  every  othej: lord 
than the great Sovereign o f  the univerfe ,  the eter
nal G o d ;  and  this not with particular exception to 
the Rom ans, o r  any  o th e r  people. T h e  p er iod  haC- 
tily advances when vve fhould dem onflrate o u r /m -  
ce r i ty  b y o u r  co n d u 61: w herefore let us a f t  like men 
o f  refolution. T il l  this time we have run  ev e ry  rifli 
in prefervation o f  o u r  freedom ; bu t  we m^ft now 
expcfcl thraldom and  torm enting  punifhm ents iCjju; 
enem y  take  us a live ;  fince we firft depa rted  from'*' 
their  dom inion, and  have been the lafl to rcfift 
them. T h is  being  the cafe, we m ay deem  it a  fa
v o u r  i f  we are perm itted  to choofe the death^we 
would d ie ;  a favour that has been  refufed to  m any  
o f  o u r  people. W e  fhall all be m ade flaves to
m orrow , if  we obtain  n o t  o u r  l iberty  ihi* night i

but
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biU^hi? we m ay  d o  in a  way that o u r  enem ies can 
n o t  p reven t .  T l ie  u tmoft o f  the ir  am bition is to 
m ake  us prifoners;  and  it is in vain for us to ftrug- 
cle againft them any  longer.  I t  is pofTible fome- 
tn ing  effe£lual m ight have been  done ,  i f  the aflert,- 
o rs  o f  o u r  liberties had p rope rly  reflcfled on o u r  
fituation; they  would have feen that we could not 
have fullered from o u r  enemies, and  from o u r  int<;r- 
nal divifions; nor would o u r  principal people  have  
been dcftroyed , and o u r  facred city  fa len a facri- 

^(ice to fire and fword, i f  G o d  had no t abandoned  
though  we w ere  form erly  his chofen people. 

H ow  happens it now that we alone, o f  all o u r  p e o 
ple, con tend  for o u r  liberties, as i f  we were in
nocent o f  the crimes in which we have in ( ln i8 e d  
others? Y o u  m ay  now be convinced  o f  the vanity  
o f  y o u r  lx)pes, and th e  ex trem ity  o f  y o u r  difap- 
pointm entA  AVe have here  a fortrefs that has been  
deem ed im pregnable , with a g rea t  num ber o f  arms, 
and  am ple ' 'p rov ir tons  fo r  o u r  fupport:  but thefe 
avail nothinj^v lince P rov idence  hath decreed  o u r  
deftruftion. T h e  wind and  the fire that com bined  
to  deftroy o u r  new wall, fu rn im  a p ro o f  o f  the ju f-  
tice o f  this o b fe rv a t io n :  for  you  canno t think lu t  
that the fudden  tu rn in g  o f  this wind was intended 
as a puniQiment o f  the crimes o f  which we have 
been guilty towards each o ther.  A dm itting , then, 
that o u r  punifhm ent is at once  ju f t  and inevitable, 
what remains but that  we ra th e r  execute  ju lUce on 
ourfelves, thati leave it to  the v i8orious  R om ans  to 
p our down on us the vengeance o f  H e av en ;  thus 
a£ling, we ftiould lecure  the h o n o u r  o f  o u r  wives, 
and p r o t e f to u r  children from (lavery. L et us copy 
the magnanimity o f  the R om ans, m ake o u r  o\yn 
t e n m ,  an d  die frCfc. B u t let us firll fct fire to the 
callle, an d  m elt do\v^ o u r  gold and filver: and  
thus the Rom ans, neither taking us p iifoners ,  nor 
obtaining o u r  trcafure , will even  rej^rct the pof- 
feflion or the place. I advife, however, that we 
leave the necefliaries o f  life undellroyed ;  to  ferve 
as a p ro o f  that we were not driven  to this p rocedure  
by famine, bu t m aintained o u r  Rrft refolution o f  
dying ra the r  than fubmitting to flavery.”
Difftrvt i«n. T h is  fpocch o f  E leazar  was rece ived  in 
jimuiuufthe a v c ry  d if fe ren t  m anner by his different 
•udicoce. a u d i to r s ; fome o f  whom were charm ed 
with his propofal, and ready  to execute  it, deem ing 
death an  ob je f t  o f  defire in their  prefent f ituation ; 
while others , from the tendernefs o f  their nature , 
were equally  terrified a t the though t o f  deftroying 
thejr friends, o r  becom ing the ir  own cxecutioiiers. 
T h«y  reg a rd ed  each o th e r  with looks o f  the utmoft 
anxiety, while their' flowing tears teftified the fenti- 
ments <4 their minds. E lea za r  was greatly  chagrined 

^ ^ i ^ h a t  he deem ed  a weakncfs that degraded  the dig- 
■~nity o f  his plan, and  m ight tempt thofe who had ap 

peared to  Be determ ined  to  aban d o n  their refblu- 
tions. H e  therefore purfued  his plan o f  exhorting  

peo p le ;  but in a d iffe ren tm annner : for he now 
^ilcourled on the im mortality  o f  the fo u l ;  and  ad-

• drelCng h im felf par ticu la rly , and with the utmoft 
carugftnefs, to  thofe who were weeping, he fpoke  to 
<nc following cfFc£l: i

** I find tliat I  hav e  been  g re a t ly  mif- 
tak en  in the o p in ion  that I had form ed, ,ht,ISdrerr* 
that  b rave  m en w ould  r a th e r  lofe iheir  toihr p«pie, 
lives than th e ir  libenies. In  yo u ,  a t leafV, IhMihtton 
have I been miftaken, fince you fear to  the i.Tir«ort»» 

die, to  cx trica te  yourfelves from a cala- J.'*r«' 
m ity  that is worfe than  d e a th ; and this too, 
while you are fo fiuiated that delay cannot be adm it
ted , no r  have you  time to  confer on y o u r  affairs. I t  
is an opinion confirmed b y  aH antirra ity ; b y  die fa
cred  fc r ip tu res ;  by the d o t l r in e  and pratbicc o f  o u r  . 
ancoltors, an d  the laws and  cufloms o f  o u r  co u n try ,  
that death  renders  a m an abundan tly  m ore  happy 
than  life. I t  is death that ^ iv es  freedom to  the foui, 
and  perm its  it to  range t h r o u ^  eternal regions o f  
pu r i ty  and blrfs. B u t while the foul is in coniim rtion  
with the body, it par takes  o f  all the evils inciden t 
t h e r e to ; its powers a re  in  a great deg ree  fufpeiided, 
as there can be no  affinity between d iv ine  and mor-* 
tal na tu res .  I t  is t ru e  that m uch  is cffefted  by  
the fecrct conjunfction and  opera tion  o f  foul a n a  
b o d y ;  for the la tter is but the inftrnment o f  the firr- 
mcr. B u t  w hen  the foul is once difcharged o f  the 
incum brance that opprefl'es it, and  regains its p ro p e r  
ftation, it enjoys th e  m olt unbounded  l ib e r ty ;  a 
l ib en v  that is as invifible to  hum an eyes as the D e ity  
h im fe lf : and  the foul is likewife invifible while con- 
ne tted  with the body. I t  enters  us un fw n ,  and de
parts in the fame marmer. I t  ca\ifes various changes 
in the body} though in co rrup tib le  in itfelf; it gives i
Iffe and  v igour  as lone as it is p refen t,  -but dcatU im- ]
m ediately  follows its d epa rtu re .  T h e  foul, how ever,  |
at all times retains its im m orta lity .  W h e n  the bo d y  
refts from its labours  in fleej>, the  foul en jo y s  th e  i
nM)fl perfefcl and  delightful freedom. All this evi- 
dently  proves that  the felicity o f  the foul is concen- 
tcred  within itfelf, an d  that it has fbme kind o f  com 
m unication with the  D eity , in the know ledge o f  fii- 
tu re  events. I t  is abfurd  that any  man fhould fear 
death who is not averfe to  repofe. W h a t  man in h i j  
fenfes would abridge any  part o f  his e te rnal happi- 
nefs, for the fake o f  a Ihort jfTidence in tUSlT^orla ?
T h e  laws and  inftitutions o f  o u r  nation , m y b re 
thren, have taught us not on ly  *o defpife the fear o f  
death , but to  en d eavour to  infpire o thers with the 
fame degree  o f  m agnanim ity.

“  O n  this fubjeft it cannot, furely, be  neceflary that 
I fhould refer to the p ra tl ice  o f  ftrangers, o r  I m ight 
inftance the co n d u f t  o f  the Ind ian  philofophers a n d  
Brachmans, who were diftinguifhed by their wifdotn 
and  virtue, I 'he’fe people  deem ed  life a bu rth en  
that muft neceflkrily be b o rn e ;  though  they  w ere  
anxious to  be  rid o f  the incum brance : not becaufe 
they  felt any  fingular uneafinefs, pain , o r  inconve
n ience in this life ; bu t becaufe they looked forward 
to  that life o f  im mortality  in which the happinefs o f  
the blefled fhould be eternal. T hefe  peop le  take a  
Iblemn farewel o f  their  friends, and fpeak with plea- 
fure o f  the coun try  to  which th ^ ;  a re  travelling. N o  
one  prefum es to offer an y  objections to the ir  defign. 
but wifhing them  the perfeft ion  o f  happinefs, fend 
meflages to  their acquain tance  in  the o th e r  w o r ld 5

in
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in  the full confidence that they will be  delivered . 
T h e y  who are about to depart^ having rece iv ed  the 
jieccflarv  in l lru d io n s ,  conimit their  Dodies to  tlie 
fire, and  are confum ed, amidil the applaufes and  ac 
clam ations o f  the fu rround ing  m ultitude : for am ong 
iTiefe people it is cuftomar.y for friends to follow ea^h 
o ther  to dea th  with more pleafure than they  would at
tend  them  on a com m on j o u r n e y ; rc jo ic ing  that they 
are ab o u t  to en ter  on  a ftate o f  e te rna l  blifs, ajid 
o n ly  comniiferating the fate o f  thole  who are to rc- 
inain in this world.

^  O u g h t  not we then  to blulh at the idea  o f  being 
excelled  by  the Indians in an affair o f  fuch gVeat 
con fequence ,  an d  o f  fcaRdalizing the laws and  re li
g ion  o f  o u r  anccftors by the pufillanim ity  o f  o u r  dif- 
pofitions ? L e t  us fuppofe, for the, fake o f  a rgum ent,  
th a t  we had been otherwife in l lru f tcd  from o u r  in fan
cy ,  and  had been taugh t to  th ink  the prefent life the 
fimreme bleifing, and  death the greatefl misfortune 
o f  human n a tu re ;  ye t ,  one would imagine that the 
neceflity o f  the cafe, and  the will o f  H e a v e n  would 
de term ine  us how to a£l o n  this occafion. I t  appears 
tha t  the ordinations o f  a  D ivine P rov idence  have 
d ecreed  that we fhould be now punifhed with the lofs 
o f  life, fo r o u r  form er abufc o f  i t ; and  it is not 
to  the benevolence o f  the Rom ans, n o r  to o u r  own 
valour,  that we are to a fc r ib e  o u r  being p re ferved  to 
the  prefent m om ent.  I t  app ea red  that tlie R om ans 
c o n q u e re d  u s ; but this c ircumftance evidcMitly arofe 
from the in terven tion  o f  a fuperior power. T h e  
Kom'ans d o  not ap p ea r  to have interfered in the lea |i  
in  tfiat d e f tru d iv c  malTacre at Ca'farea, when the c i
t izens o f  that place dc l troyed  every  man, woman 
an d  child o f  the Jew s on  the fabbath day , though 
th ere  were no grounds to think that a confpiracy fub- 
fifted, nor was any  refinance made. T h e  Rontans 
have never  confiaered  the Jew s as their enemies, 
b u t  when they departed  from their obedience. I t  
m ay be faid that an enmity fubfilted between the ci
t izens o f  Cacfarea an d  the Jew s : an d  that the former 
chofe to revenge themfelves in th e .m a n n e r  above- 
m entiftHe*^'-Aliowiii^  this, how are we to a c co u n t  
fo r  the Scythopolitans jo in ing  the G reeks  againft us, 
ra th e r  than  the Ronians who were then ou r  f r ie n d s ; 
in  confequence w hereof the Scytho]x>litansand their 
families were u tterly  d ef troyed?  T h is ,  in faft, was 
the m an n er  in wiiich they cxprelTed their gra titude ; 
we had  heretofore  refcued them  from dillritfs, and  
they  reduced  us to a  fnnilar extrem ity .

‘‘ T o  enum era te  many particular inflances would 
be tedious. You are not ignorant that we have  been 
be tte r  trea ted  by  the Rom ans, ihan we have been by 
the ioliamtants o f  any  one city in Syria. B ut let me 
rncntion the horr id  mafliicre at Damafcus, where no 
lef* than  ten  thouiand Jews, with their wives and  
children , were pu t to  dea th ,  without even the lhadow 
o f  a pretence for fuch an inhuman facrifice : an d  it is 
calculated that at leaft Gxty thoufand Jews were dc- 
Uroycd in Egypt.  Y ou may a rgue  that, in a foreign 
ro u n try ,  where they  had no friends to  u ipport  them, 
this is nu t to bo wondered at. L e t  us therefore con- 
fidcr the fituation o f  ourfclves at hom e. W e  have

not wanted courage  to  aflert o u r  liberties in opjjo- 
lition to the R om ans;  we have had a fufficient ft.'pply 
o f  men and  arm s; o u r  cities and fortreffes were 
Itrong; and we were in all refpecls fo p rovided  as to 
infpire us with reafonable hopes o f  fuccefs. B u t what 
has been the ilTue, what are the fru its  o f  1̂1 o u r  p r e 
parations, bu t  confufion and  deftruclion ? W e  have 
foil all the mighty (lores o f  which we had boaflcd, 
and o u r  hjfs has co n tr ibu ted  on ly  to aggrandize  the 
enem y.

H a p p y  indeed are thofe m en 'w ho fell glorioufly, 
with their fwords in th^ir hands, gallantly ^ h t i i i g j ^  
defence o f  thofe liberties which they loft wjt '(vuh 
their l iv e s ; H ap p y  i n d e e d ! in com parifon with us 
who furvive , to oe difpofed o f  as .our different fates 
fhallde term ine ; fome to be to r tu re d ;  o thers  b u rn t ;  
others  im p rifo n ed ; fome to he refcrved  fo r  public 
fpcQ acles; fome for the c o m b a t ;  o thers  ,p  be whip
ped ; and  others again d ev oured  by  y i ld  beads. 
W h a tm a n  o f  a com m on fpirit c tn i re fu fca o  fubmit to 
death , ra ther than en d u re  life under  fuc}i an accu m u 
lated load o f  mifery ! Yet there  are a/nong us thofe 
who are m ore  conte^.nptably miferable than all the 
r e f t ; which arc thofe that behold  the approach  of 
wretchednefs in fuch a  v a r ie ty  o f  forms, yet have 
not the courage  to be their own executioners.

“  I bcfeech, you , my friends, to  r e c o i le d  your- 
felves for a moment. Reflefct o,n the fate o f  yt>ur 
diftinguiftied m etropo lis ;  y o u r  walls, fortifications, 
callles and  to w ers ; your large maga'^tines and  trea- 
furies, and  ycwir imraienfe armies. Y our facred tem 
ple is likewile deftroyed, which you  called the houfc 
o f  G od. T h e  whole is entirely’-demoliftied, nothing 
remaining but the ruins, which ferve as a cam p for 
the concjuerors; while a few anc ien t men lam ent the 
deftruftion  o f  the temple, jjnd fome unfortunate  
women wait upt>n the foldiers^

“  A fter all tha t  I have faid, will an y  o n e  who 
is no t delUtute o f  the com m on fpirit o f  a m an wifh 
to  view the rifing o f  another lu n ?  N ay , would he 
wifli it, even if he might live in fa fe ty?  Can any  one 
have fo li tdc regard  to his co u n try ;  lo mean, fo c o n 
tracted a foul, as not to  regret  that he  has furvived to 
behold  this fatal day ?  H appy  would it havel>ccn for 
us if  we had been all facnhced , ra th e r  than to  have 
witnefl'ed this facrilegious detlrufclion; and  to have 
beheld Jeru ta lem  becom e a pile o f  ruins. W hile  
h o j ^  remained, how ever, o u r  courage did  not fail, 
and  we defpaired no t  o f  a happy change in ou r  
affairs. But as w’c have Jiow no farther reafon to ex- 
p c t l  fo aufpicious a circum ftance, and  as we are  u r 
ged by  an  invim;iblc neceflity lo the ftep we oU^ght 
now to take, it becomes us to  have Ibme regard  to 
o u r  wives, o u r  ch ild ren ,  and ourfe lves ;  and  in the 
plan o f  o u r  proceeding we fhould be exn«Mitious, 
while the means are ye t  in  o u r  power. All m en 'W t: . 
equally  deftined to death ; and  the fame fate attends 
the coward as the brave. C an we th ink  o f  fubmit- 
ting to  the ind ignity  o f  f la v e ry ; can we behold  o u r  
wives difhonoured, and o u r  ch ildren  enflavrd ? N a 
tu re  has not made this n ec e lfa ry ; and  if  the evil ari^ 
fes, it inuft be from the force o f  cowardicc, and  the •

fear
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feaĉ of dying  when we have it  in o u r  power. We 
i ia(r thurage* to  a b ^ t t i io v th e  K o m a n t  |  ro defv  thofc 
w ha called themfelvcs o u r  m a d e r s ; to  rc je t l  their  o f
fered term s o f  j[iuarier and  p a fdon , and^ to  refufe ait 
indem nity when TViey befougKt us to  acccp t o f  it. 
W il l  any  one th ink  Jfiat theie  circumftatices will be 
forgotten, if  they fhould take us prifoners ?
, “  I t  is a melancholy" refleftion. to cbnf ider  the 
fituation o f  o u r  old  pcpp lc  o r  o u r  you th  when we 
arc fub jef ted : the fo rm er will die beneath their  to r 
ments, an d  th e  latter lariguifh u n d e r  them  while 
'lUspngth remains. T h e  hulband m ull  e x p e t t  t® be 
an e^e-witnefs o f  the  d ifh o n o u r  o f  his wife, and  the 
parent to behold  his ch ildren begging for re l ie f  from 
thcjr chains, Yet, while freedom is o u r  own, and  we 
are in poffenk)n o f  o u r  fwords, le t us m ake a d e te r
mined ufc o f  them  to  pre ferve  o u r  liberties. L e t  us 
die freenaeii  g lorioufly fu rrounded  by  o u r  wives and  
children. «^is  ev en t  is wilhed for even by  th e m ' 
fclves: o u r  l^ws require  the facritice; and  the d e 
crees o f  Providence have ren d ered  it  neceflary. E x 
pedition , in th'fs cafe, muft be ufed s and  we (hall o b 
tain eternal renown by  I'natrhing the p r ize  from the 
hands o f  o u r  enemies, and  Icavuig them  nothing to 
triumph o v er  bu t  the bodies o f  tliole who dared  to  be 
their own executioners.”

T h u s  far had E le a z a r  fpoken ,  and  
w ould  have p roceeded ,  bu t  tliat the p e o 
ple in terrup ted  him with tlie warmell ex - 
preffwns o f  the ir  readinels to  adop t the 
plan he had recom m endedj each be ingam - 

bitioiis to  excel the o ther  in  g iving this dittimjuilhirig 
p roo f  o f  his wifdom and  cou rage  : thus pa iuonate ly  
were thefe people devoted to  the deftruft ion  o f  them- 
felves and their  fanylies I I t  was very  ex traord inary  
that, when they camfc g ive p ro o f  o f  their refolu- 
tion, no t  a man o f  then« failed in the a rduops  trial. 
T hey  re tained their  kindeft afl'eftions fo r each  o ther 
to the laU m om ent,  conceiving that they could  not 
render a m ore  acceptab le  office, o r  give a m ore  per* 
fe d  p ro o f  o f  their regard. W hile  they em braced 
their wives an d  children for the laft t ime, they  wept 
over, and  ftabbed them  in the fame m o m e n t r e 
joicing, how ever ,  that this w ork  was not left to be 
i)crfornied by their  enemies. T h e y  confidered the 
I'cceffuy o f  the a t t io n  as their  cxcu ie ,  and  re lle tlcd  
that they  o n ly  def troyed  their deareil  friends to p re 
vent their  falling by tlie hands o f  the Rom ans. In  a 
word, there was no t one man who wanted the necef- 
Tary courage on  the occafion, and  they killed their 
(Icareft friends and  relations without diftuittion : and  
they 'lhought the def tru d io n  o f  their  wives an d  chil- 
drenTar preferable to  the evils to  which they  would 
otlicrwifj: be expofed.
M«tho4 of T h e y  wl.o had oeen the principal agents 
•arf^tiieir in the {laughter above-m entioned, p en e 

tra ted  as they were with grief for the uecef- 
fity that  had  occafioned it, re fo lved not 
to  furvivc thofe tliev had flain, and  itnme- 
d iately  c o l le S in r  at! their  effefcls together, 

they fet them on fire. Tni« being d o n e ,  they  caft 
i o u  for rhc Iclctlion o f  ten m en oui o f  the ir  n u m b er  
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t o  deftroy the reft !. .ind th e fe > c in g  chofefv dc-^
votjjd victinj.i em braced  thtf .bodipjj o f  their deeeBfcd^ 
friends, and then  ranging  thertil'elves near them',. 
chcarfuUy -refigned tbemfclves to  the hands o f  th\j; 
executioners .  W h e n  thefe ten  men had difchargea 
the difagreeable tafl? they had  undertaken , they agaiit 
caft lots which o f  the-len fhould kill the othernuti:,^ 
hav ing  previoufly  ag reed  that the m an whofe loi.it^'

' m ight fall, fhould 'lacrifice himfelf on liic bodies of,
, his co m p an io n s ; fo great was the tru l l  that thefe Ocb.;
I, pie repofcd in each o ther.  T h e  niTje devoted viclims 

died with the fame refolution as their bre thren had 
d o n e ;  and the fu rv lv in f 'm an , having furveyed the ' 
bodies, and found that they V cre  all abfulutely  dead, 
th rew  himfelf o n  his fword, am ong his com panioas i’, 
but not till he had firft fet fire to  the palace. . j

T h is  u)elanclK)ly fcenc, which h appen
ed  on the fifteenth day  o f  the m onth  X an- 
thicu-s was now c o n c lu d e d ; and the de- 
ceafcd had imagined that not a fingle Jew  
would fall into the hands o f  the R om ans ; 
but it afterwards appeared  that an old wo
m an, and ano ther  woman who was re lated to  E lea
zar, toge ther  with five ch ild ren , had efcaped the 
general maflacre, by  concealing themfe'lves in a 
com m on fewer. I ncniding women and children, no 
lefs than nine hundred  and  fixty perfons were flain 
on this occafion.

O n  the dawn o f  the following m orning 
the Rom ans prepared their fcaling iadders, 
in«ordl:r to  m ake an attack : bu t tncy were 
aTlonifhed in the higheft degree  on n o t  
hearing any  noife b u t  the c rackling  o f  the 
flames, and were n m i l l y  at a lofs what con- 
j e t l u r e  to form. O n  this they  gave a loud 
fhout (fu'ch as is cuftom ary when a ba tte ry  
is played off), in expe tla tion  o f  rece iv it igan  arifwcr. 
T h is  noife alarmed the w om en in their 'p lade o f  re 
t rea t ,  who, immediatefy com ing ou t,  related the tru th  
to the Rom ans, as it rea lly  had happened. T h e  
f l o r v ,  however, appeared fo ex traord inary , that they  
TOuld not give c red i t  to  i t : iffit they exertetrTlicm. 
f'elves in 'C x t i n g n i f l n n g  the f i r e ; and being em ployed 
in thi« fctvice till they came to the palace, there  they 
found the  Ixidies 01 the deceafed lying in heapi» 
F ar,  however, from exulting in the tr ium ph o f  joy 
that might have been e x p e a e d  from enemies, th ty  
un ited  to adm ire the fteady v ir tue  and  dignity  o f  

imind with which the Jew s had been iiifjiired, and 
w ondered a t that generous contem pt of^ death by 
which fuch. num bers had been bound  in one folcnui 
cOmpa£i.

C H A P .  XXVII.

The J E W S  arraign the SIC A R i f  as the Avihon a f  
their Misfortunes. Their Ohjlinacy.and Averjion  /•, 
t!u Evvperor's, AutharUy.

H E N  the R om an  general Silva had sii>» 
made a com plete  conqucfl o f  Maf- w 
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fada, he fetilcd a garrifon in the p lace , and  then  pro- It 
ceeded  with his a rm y lo Ctefarea, leaving the coun- | |  
t ry  beh ind  him in a llattf o f  the m o d  perfe6l tranquil- .  
}ity. B y  this time the con tinuance  an d  ex p en ce  o f  
the  war had fo reduced  and b roken  the fpin ts  o f  the 
Jew s o f  Judara, that no fuch thing as oppofition wa« 
to  be heard  o f  in all that d i f tn f t  t yet the confe 
q u en ce  o f  the w ar was felt as far as A lexandria  in 
E g y p t ,  v h e r c  a num ber o f  the Jews were p u t  to 
dea th . I t  m ay not be im proper  to relate fomethiiig 
re(i)efling  this affair.
I>emiciaus N um bcrs  o f  the faftious Sicarii had  fled 
princiijM o f fo r refuge to .^ lexandria ,  -where their reft- 
the sicrii. jgfs difpofitions would n6t perm it  them  to
Jive a t e a fe ; bu t  they  were continually  inciting the 
citizens to afts o f  d ifobedience, by  advancing a 
num ber o f  arguments in defence o f  uriiverfal li
b e r ty ,  and  decry ing  the do f t r in e  o f  lubmiflion.

' T h e y  aflertcd that the Rom ans were b y  no means 
their fuperiors, and  that they  would own no lo rd  
b u t  the Sovereign o f  the univerfe. W h e n  an y  per-  
ibns, even  the  moft refpe£lable, o f  their  own pro- 
feflion, oppofed  their arguments, they  did  it at the 
hazard  of their  lives. Some o f  thefe they  m u rd e red ;  
and  o thers  they  induced  to abandon their a l leg ian ce ; 
while a th ird  fort were tem pted fo to do, bu t  in vain. 
T h e fe  praftices were ca rr ied  tp  fuch a length, that the 
p rincipal mdn am ong them  were afraid to m ak e  
an  exam ple  o f  them ; but th ey  fum m oned a general 
m eeting  o f  the Jews, in which they  arraigOMl the 
rafli and  obllinate conduf l  o f  the Sicarii, whom^they 
reprefented  as the great fource o f  all their  calamities.
“  W h a t  good purpofe would be anfwered (fa id they) 
b y  obliging them to fly, with a vifew to fccure them- 
felves ? I t  would be no advantage to them , an d  an 
in ju ry  to u s ; for the moment the R om ans Ihould be 

■ ia fb rm cd  o f  fuch a defign, they  w ould immediately  
a ttack  every  one  without d if t in f t io n ; fo that  the in 
nocent would be involved in the punifliment due 
to  the guilty.” F o r  thefe rfeafons, the Jews were 
advifr'} n o t to  hold  ^ y  correfpondence with the Si- 
t a r i i ; out to confult tfieir own lafety by fu rrendering  
thofc villains to the Rom ans.

T h is  reprefentatiqn fo opened  the eyes 
o f  the Jew s to  their own danger,  tnat 
they made an inftant attack on  the Sicarii, 
f ixbundred  o f  whom they  made p rifoners ;  
while the reft fled to  E gyp t ,  T hebes ,  and  
the adjacent co u n try  ; bu t th ey  were foon 
taken  and brought b a c k ; on which occa- 
fton they gave ev ident proofs o f  their ob- 
ftinate relolution. T h e y  bore the fe- 
vereft torments, rather than acknowledge 
the au thority  o f  the e m p e ro r ;  n o r  did 

an y  o f  them hefitate on  the part  they  were to  a f t ;  
bu t they all com bined in fentiment with fuch a degree 
o f  firmnel's, as i f  they had not felt the to rtures  that 
were infli6ledon them : bu t  the moft incredible part,  
o f  the (lory is, that the boys, and even m ere  chil
d ren ,  fuftained their fufferin^s like the olrtei people  : 
and  Hill no t one o f  thefe people would acknowledge 
the au thority  o f  the e m j^ ro r ,  notwitbftanding the
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extrem ity  o f  fuflFerings they  en d u red  : fo r  i n f t e ^  o f  
feeling the ir  torments, they a p p e a re d  to  d-itpifc 
them. *1

C  H  A  P. . fXXVIII.
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P T O L E M Y  perm iti the J iE lV S to bn'di a Temple^ 
and gives them a Spot o f Gronnd h r  the P}irpojt. 
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A  L E X  A N D R IA  was at this time u n d e r  
the governm ent o f  L upus, who fcnt 

early  intelligence to  the_ em pero r  o f  the 
com m otion aboVi^-mentionea; and the 
em peror,  being well apprifed o f  the fe- 
ditious tem per o f  tlie Jews, thought it ad v ifeab le to

S revent their m eetings and co n te rcn cw , lelt they  
lould be divided into parties, and fajStions fhould 

e n fu e ; wher-efore he com m anded L u p j s  to deftroy  
the tem ple o f  the  Jews in the c i t y o f  O t i io n in  E g y p t ;  
o f  whicn tem ple and its founder I fh itl now fpeak.

A t the period  o f ^ h e  war betwixt A nti- oniufoiiciu 
ochus, king o f  Syria, and the Jew s at Je -  
rufalem, O nias  the fon o f  S im on, one  o f  
the high-priefts, was obliged to qu it  that 
c i t y ;  w berenpoh he retired to  A lexan
dria, where P to lem y, k ing  o f  E g y p t ,  t rea ted  him itt 
a friendly  m a n n e r ; partly  on accoun t o f  his being an 
enem y to A htiochus, and  p ar tly  in reference to  the 
following contract which was m ade between them. 
O nias  m ade one  requeft to P tolem y, and  engaged 
that, on condition he would com ply  with it, he  would 
b r in g  over all the Jews to  his intereft. P to lem y 
promifed his concurrence  to  the ytmoft o f  his pow er; 
on which Onias nam ed his iy:qucrt, which was, that 
the Jews m ight be permitted to build a  tem ple  in 
fome part  o f  E g y p t ; where they might worfhip G o d ,  
and en jo y  the free exercife  o f  their re lig ion: and 
O nias  difplayed the advantages that would thence 
ar ife ;  that A ntiochus would become ftill m ore  ob- 
noj^ious to the Jews, and  P to lem y  altogether their 
fav o u r i te ; adding, that immenfe num bers, tempted 
by  the opportun ity  o f  enjoying their religious rights 
undifturbed , would p u t  themielves u n d e r  the pro- 
tcft ion  o f  the latter.

T h  is propofal prov i n g a greeable to  Pto- p,oiemy co.  ̂
lem y, he  prefen ted  the Jews with a p iece »»<* 
o f  g ro u n d  which was well adapted for the ir  F!" f**"" 
in tended  defign, fiiuated in the d if t r iS  o f  the pur-" 
H eliopolis, and  one h u n dred  and  e igh ty  p»f‘- 
furlongs from Memphis. O n  this foot O nias cjufed  
a caftle to be  ereflcd , and when that was fini/hed, 
he  built a t e m p le ; not indeed to be c o m p v e d  with 
tha t  at Je ru la le m ;  though it had a tower on  the fame 
plan, l ix ty  cubits high, and was com pofed o f  Ifones- 
o f  an immenfe f t ie .  I t  had  likewife a n  altar built in 
the fame form as that a t Je ru la lem , and «dorned  with 
a n u m b er  o f  valuable things which had been prc- 
fented t h e r e t o ; it is t ru e  that there was no cajldlc- 
f t ic k ; bu t inftead th e reo f  there was a golden lamp of 
amazing brightnefs, which b u n g  before the altar, fuf-

pendcd
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^eflded b y  a chain o f  gold. A  wall o f  brick  was 
niilPlround this tem ple , the gates o f  which were o f  
to n e .  A n d  a large  incom e Jn land and  m oney  was 

app rop ria ted  to  its fuppor t,  that the lerv icc  o t G o d  
inight be  ce lebrated  in the moft folemn and diltin- 
Moi\v*.wy guifhed m anner.  N ow  in this p ro ced u re
which O nias  was infpired  not by  m ere motives

o f  religion, o r  unaiFe£tcd goodncfs o f  
h c a r t i  bu t an im ated , in a great deg ree ,  by the  e n 
mity h e  bore to  the Jews o f  Jc ru fa lcm , who had 
obliged him to qu it that  place. B y  the e re t t io n  
4 f  mis temple be hoped to entice to  him many 
o f  "thofe Jew s who h ad  abandoned  him ; and he was 
en co u rag ed  by  rcfle6 tingon a predi£lion o f  the p ro 
phet ll'aiah, re fp cd in g  a tem ple to  be e re f led  in fu^ 
tu re  time in K gypt by a J e w ;  and on  ano ther  p ro  . 
phecy  o f  ijine hundred  and fcventy years old, which 9 
would weUjbear a fimilar in terpre ta tion . *

A T h is  is the hiftory o f  the build ing o 
piuaatristthe tMs t c m p l c b u t  L upus haviog rcceivc( 
tcjnpieoffcve- com m ands o f  the em p ero r ,  as above- 

m dntioned, went im m edia tely  to  the place, 
feizcd on a n u m b er  tbf the valuable pre- 
fents and  offerings, and  then ihu t up  the 
tem ple. A fte r  the death o f  Lupus the go
vern m en t camc into the hands o f  Pauli- 
nus, w ho ranfacked  the tem ple, not on ly  
m aking p re y  o f  ev e ry  thing he found 

there in , bu t  th rea ten ing  to  punifh the priclls in  the 
moft exem plary  m anner ,  i f  they  concealed  a hngle 
article. T h is  beiitg -done, he abolifhed all divine 
worfhip, made fait the''doors, an d  would n o t  permit 
an y f)e rfon  to  repair  th ithe r on  accoun t o f  re ligion. 
This  event happened  at the end  o f  three hu n d red  and  
th irty  th ree  years ^ ' te r  the temple was firll built.
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C H A P .  X X I X .

J O N A T H A N , an EtUktftajl, fcduces a Number o f  
Peofle to Jolhro him. The whole P arty  routed, and 
mo/i o f  them taken Prifpners. Three ThouJanA rich 
J E W S  are put to Death. J O S E P H U S  taken 

PHfoher. V E S P A S IA N  admits hii Innocence, and 
that o f  hii Companions. JO N A T H A N In irn t alive, 
having been JirJl whipped. Mijerable E nd o f  CA
TU LLU S.

'"T ^ H E  whole country  o f  C yrenc  now felt 
X  the ill efTetts o f  the fingular infolence 

o f  the Sicarii, o f  which the following is a 
ftrik ing inltanze. A n  enthufialUc weaver, 
nam ed Jonathan, a  m an o f  equal wicked- 
ncfs an d  cunning, made his efcape into 

that country . T h is  man en ticed  great num bers o f  
weak and  credulous people to follow him into the 
wooda and  delerts,  p re tend ing  that he w ould  fhew 
tlfcm vifian* and  wonderful prodigies ; and m an y  

'o f  the vu lgar gave cred it  to  the impofition : bu t fe- 
vcm l o f  the moft em inent Jews o f  C y ren c ,  hearing

itwufiu in 
Cifreiic bjr 
tht Sicanit 
under Jonĉ  
than, tbtir 
ifll3lead«r
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o f  the affair, t raced  it to  its fource, and  having 
learnt what ro u te  the de luded  people  had taken , and  
the real ftate o f  the cafc, they fent immediate intel
ligence th e re o f  to Catullus, g o v ern o r  o f  the Penta<- 
pt)litan JLybia. H e reu p o n  the g o v e rn o r  Th«y,refub. 
d ifpatchea a body  o f  cavalry  and  infan
try ,  who in tercepted  them, and, as they  
were unarm ed , made an eafy conquell o f  
them . M oft o f  them were taken prifon- 
ers, and  con v ey ed  to  Catullus; but conlidcrable 
num bers were k illed .on the fpot.

H o w e v e r ,  Jo n a th an ,  tlie fcducer o f  thefe u n happy  
p e o ) le ,  eifcfcted his efcape. D iligent fearch being 
n iaae  af te r  hinj for a coirfiderahle time, he was at 
length app rehended ,  anti fent p r i lbner  to C a tu l lu s ; 
bu t he found a m ethod  o f  ingratiating himfelf with 
the g overnor ,  and  while he d iverted  tiie ftorm  from 
falling on his own head , furnifhed the o th e r  with 
a pre tence to direct it ano ther way. This  
was to charge the richelt Jews o f  the place 
with being the contrivers  and  p rom oters  
o f  the plot. Catullus was charm ed with 
this fcheme, however ill-founded, and 
reflefted on it till he had in a m anner de
c lared  war againft the Jews in his own mind. W h a t  
aggravated  the wickednefs o f  this avaricious g o v e r
no r  was, that he not on ly  pre tended  to believe the 
calum ny, againft the co n v ia io n s  o f  reafon and com 
m on  fenfe, but likewife excited the Sicarii to joir» 
th e i^ e n d e a v o u rs  for ef lc tting  the ruin o f  the inno- 
c,enii|peoplc. T h e re  was one A lexander,  a  Jew, to  
whom Catullus had long been  a de term ined  enem y ; 
and having inftrucled Falfe whneffes to  accufe th is  
m an  and  his wife Berenice , they  were pu t  to  dea th . 
T hefe  were the fixft fufferers by  this fcW m c o f  ini
q u i ty :  bu t  foon afterwards no  icfs than three thou- 
(and peribns lhared a {Imilar fate, at one timCf 
through the bafe ar ts  o f  p e r ju r y ;  all their crim e 
being  that thev were m en o f  charaf te r  and  fortune. 
Catullus left their eftates as a forfeit to the empire, 
which he thought would fecure, if  not juftify  him, 

j n  appropria ting  their ready  wioncy to his »»j**ufe.
Catullus, being now apprehenfive that B»fc policy 

the capital Jews in o th e r  parts m ight d e 
le f t  and  reveal the vile p lot o f  which he 
had  been  guilty ,  in ftru ited  Jonathan ,  and  
fome o th e r  pril'oners, to exhib it  articles 
o f  complaint againft luch o f  the Jews o f  
R om e and  A lexandria ,  as were moft diftin- 
guifticd for their unblem ifhed reputation.
A m ong the perfons thus accufed was Jofephus, the 
w riter o f  this h iftory , C atullus now repaired  to  
R o m e , taking with him, in chains, Jo n a th an  and  the 
reft o f  his ppfoners .  H e  en ter ta ined  no doub t  bu t  
that all inqu iry  was at an en d ,  and  that eve ry  th ing  
he had  aUcrted would obtain full c r e d i t :  bu t the 
even t o f  the affair p roved  that his contrivance had 
n o t  fucceeded as he could have wiflied : for Vefpa- 
fian, en ter ta in ing  great fufpicion, in<}uircd diligently 
into  the circum ltances o f  the cafe, in which he was 
aflifted by  T itu s ,  who advifed him to declare th e  in- 
noccnce  u f  JofcphuS} and  the o th e r  perfons accufed.
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Thi*  was ac c o rd in g ly  d p n e ,  and  they 
itreiy, but v’crc  fet at l iberty  ; while o rd e rs  were
defsrvwiiy g tv cn  that Jona than  Ihould be w hipped,
puDiawd. b u rn t  a l ive ;  and  tins fen tence
was execu ted  in its u tm olt r igou r .

Vefpafian and T itu s  were fo mercifxil 
to C atu llus ,  that, for the  prcfent, they  
pertn iticd  him to  efcape u n in in if t ie d : 
but foon after this even t  he was a t ta c k ed  
with a v ar ie ty  o f  ^iifeafes. H is  limbs 
■were filled with pain , and  bis bowels 

with to rm en tin g  g r ip es : bu t  the aggrava ted  hoi;rori 
o f  his m ind  g rea tly  ex ceed ed  his bodily  fufferings. 
H e  was haunted  by  the ghofls o f  thofe he had 
lu u r d e i rd ,  beheld  their  apparitions, an d  heard  their  
outcries .  H e  w ould  frequently  (tart from his bed, 
and  I h r ie k o u t ,  as i f  lie were bu rn t  in the fire, o r

<;»tullin mi> 
ftraUjr cut off 
bjr t  con>|rti> 
cation 01 tfr- 
tij>lie ili(e«rci
trt bod)’ <Dd
n in il.

H to r tu red  on the rack . H is to rm en ts  increafed , till 
at length his bowels putrified, and  fell f r o « f  his 
body. T h u s  ended  the life o f  this w ickcd man, 
who fell an exem plary  facrifice to  the rigfjur o f  
divine vengeance.

T h u s  concludes this h tf to ry  o f  the 
W'ars o f  the Jews and  R om ans, which 
I have en d eav o u red  to  ex ecu te  in a 
candid and  faithful m anner, for the  in
formation o f  thofe who chufe to  be ac- 
quainted  wiih fo in tere tt ing  a feries o f  the re»d«r. 
events . T h e  read er  muft ju d g e  how far -tj.
I have fucceeded as to  the m an n er  in which 1 have 
co n d u tled  the narra tive : bu t  as to  the tru th  o f  the 
re la tion , I folemnly dec la re  that  I have, to the 
belt  o f  my abilities, moft rigidly ad h e red  th erw o , 
in every  pag e  o f  the  p reced ing  work.

i.
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MARTYRDOM o f  t h e  MACCABEES,
W  R  I  T  T  E  N  B y  .

F L A V I U S  J O S E P H U S .

Prehtory dif- 
cMitflti «n tiM 
powtrol rta- 
fon. IN this difcotirfe I yjropofe to provie 

that reafon is the perfeft ion  o f  wif- 
dom, which will be ev ident,  if it (hall 

. appear that reafon, refined b j ' f t u d y  an d
religion, can co n q u e r  the paifions: I therefore ad- 
vifc m y  readers  to  be alliduous in the a tfa inm ent o f  
wiidom. R eafon  is the foundation o f  knowledge, 
a n d  when we fay a man excels there in ,  we infinuate 
that he i>oH<:Hes p rudence ,  the firft and  moft ex- 
tenlive o f  th e  virtues. Reafon m ay combat and re- ■ 
ftrain th e  difpofition to  d u i to n y  and excels, and  
the indu lgence o f  all thofe lafcivious appetites which 
a re  o ppo led  to tem perance  ^ it may correfcf that de
p rav ity  o f  o u r  na tu re ,  and  thofe bale  inclinations 
which p reven t the love and prafcticte o f  ju l l i r e ;  fi
na l ly ,  rt m ay tend to  fubdue  the paflfions o f  fenr, 
grieK anger, and  all thofe impulfes that enervate  the 
imnd, arid Itand in con trad iti ion  to  that fteadinefs o f

tem per called fortitude, which is d iftinguifhed as the 
fourth  cardinal v irtue.

I t  m ay be faid that com m on expe rience  Mill eafilv 
confute thofe who afcribe to reafon all that ,power for 
which I a rg u e ;  fuice, i f  it had this dom fnjon o v er  
the paffions, its power would not be lefs over igno
rance and  forgetfuliiefs, which is far from bcincLthc 
cafe. T o  this I anl'wcr, that this is an idle o b je c 
tion, founded in a m itlake o f  the q u c l l io n : ‘ for 
w hen I  fay that the paflTions are fub jef tib le  to rea fon ,  
1 am to be underftood  o f  fuch natura l defc6ts as are 
in opnofiiion to  fortitude, tem perance , and  ju ltice ,  
all which are diftinft in the ir  n a tu re ,  and appertain  
to the fenfitrv'c fo u l ; bu t  do  not belong to the ra tio
nal foul, no r  a r e  defefts pecu lia r  to itfelf. T hofe  
who m ake the o b jeS io n ,  m iltake aifo the n a tu re*of 
this fovereignty ; for it is not in tended to  infinuate 
that reafon dcftroys the afletlions which it governs,

(which
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(which would be  the cafe i f  it ruled  over  ignorance 
apfffMrgctfulnefs), bu t  tha t  it does not tam ely  yield  

thefe aifc£lions, n o r  p e rn n t  itfelf to  be c o n q u e r 
ed  by their  power.

B y  m any  argum ents  it m ight I>c p ro v e d  that it is 
in the pow er o f  rcafon to con trou l the nafTions: but 
I Would ra ther abide by the inconteftable ev idence 
o f  m atter o f  fa ft j  and  appeal to the examples o f  
perfons who have d id in g u iih ed  themfelves by  o ffer
ing uj) their lives a facrificc to  t ru th  an d  v ir tue ;  
among whom the moft em inent a rc  o u r  coun trym an  
l^Ieazar, an d  the fevcn brethren m arty red  with their 
mother. T h e  undoubted  com m and  o f  rcafon over  
the paflions is rendered  indubitab le ,  by  thefe per- 
fons bearing the m oll ex trem e tortures ,  and  fubmit- 
ting to  death  w ithout repining. W h ere fo re  I  will 
e n d c a v o u r jo  g ive the praife due  to the conftancy o f  
thofe gallant m en, and  that i l luiirious w om an; and 
jo in  in paying  that  tribute o f  h o n o u r  wliich future ages 
will acKnowiedge d u e  to  their Ueady v ir tu e .  T h e i r  
co n d u f t  has excited  the  admiration not o n ly  o f  
thofe who were unbiaHed witneffes o f  the ir  fuffer- 
ings, o r  thofe who have read %n accoun t  o f  them , 
bu t  o f  the ir  enemies an d  torm entors ,  who were 
am azed a t that patience and  refolution, to  which 
the ir  own barbarity  gave exercife . By this fortitude 
they bccam e an  expiatory  facrifice for th e ir  country , 
the rage  o f  a ty ran t was fubdued, and  th e ir  nation 
re lieved  from oppreflTion.

I p ropofe  to purfue the following m e thod :  fir ft, 
to  fpeak o f  the  q u U L ^n  in deba te , and  then  quote  
the inftanccs I r e fe W ft ;  afcribing, as I ought,  all

S lory  to  th a t  G o d  wholC-wifdomo hath given us fo in- 
ifputable an CMlduice o f  his tru th ,  in the conduB  

o f  the perfons ^ h o ip  v i r tu e ^ a re  the fub je f t  o f  the 
prcfent elTay.

W h e th e r  t h e ^ ! i ( ^  can be  con trou led  and  g o 
verned  by  reafon, ifJ the  queftion  now to be  re- 
f u lv e d ; an d  to  de term ine  th u ,  we m u d  define what 
is m eant by rcafon, and  what by  paflion ; what v a 
riety o f  paflTions there are, and  w hether all, o r  on ly  
fome kinds o f  pailions. a re  fu b je t t  to  the pow er o f  
reafon. I underftand  b y  rcafon the faculties o f  the 
m ind , im p ro v ed  and  d iref ted  by refleftion, and  con
cluding to  adhere  to a life’ o f  wifdom. 1 m ean by  
wifdom a  know ledge o f  affairs d iv ine and hum an, 
with their fcvcral foundations: which we learn  by 
tke difcipline and  in l lru d io n  o f  the laws, w hereby 
we arc  taught reveren tly  to em brace tru ths  refpctl-  
ing G o d ;  and to  confider thofe re fped ing  m an as 
bene^cial to  the  com m unity . W'ifdom is fuodivided 
i n t o ^ o u r  principal v ir tu es ;  p ru d en ce ,  ju i l ice ,  for
titude, tetnTCrance. O f  ihefc, p ru d en ce  is held  to 
be the  chieT, and  the dom inion that reafon holds 
over thfe paffions is principally owing to  this vir-

T h e  paffions a rc  com prehended  in the 
general fenfations o f  p tealure  an d  pain, 
each  o f  which has its full itifluence on  
the foul; and  it.is again a ttended  by  o th e r  

, which fcew themfelves accord ing  tu  the  
divcrlities of time, o r  o th e r  circumftances. I n  re- 

N o. 30.
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affeftioni

f :ard to pleafurc^ delire goes before, and j o y  fol- 
ows it;  and with rc(jx*tl to  pain, it is p receded by 

fear,  and followed bv forrow : though anger cannot 
be inc luded  in this ae ttn ition , as it is a paffion com 
p o u n d ed  o f  p lca fu rea n d  pain, as will be ev ident to 
thofe who m ark its operations on  thenifch'cs. In  
pleafurc, which is the moft various and complicated 
of all the paftions, there a'^pcars to be inc luded  a 
fruitful m alignity , various in its form and  etfetlii, 
which vitiates the rnind, when it produces arrogance, 
en v y ,  and  ftrife; and affetls the body, when it ends 
in a ,  fordid greerhnels; for pleafure and  pain arife 
from the foul and body , as branches from a com m on 
f lo c k ; and  thefe branches refpefiivcly p roduce  
fhoots and  fuckers, which m ay be denom inated  
the inferior affetlions. N ow  it is the bufinefs o f  
reafoTi, like a fkilliil v ine-drcffcr, to alter, trans
plant, correfcl, and  p rune ,  all thefe, that  the  vici
ous habits ntay be transform ed into thofe o f  a g e 
nerous nature .  Rcafon enables us to prom ote  vur- 
tue , by  reftraining thofe pafGons which lead to vicc. 
T h is  will be evident, by  confidering what weight 
reafon hath in a cafe where tem perance  hath been 
obftruf ted . T em perance  confifts in a com m and o f  
irregular defires, which may be effeftcd by  reafon. 
Some o f  o u r  d eh res  are more peculiar to the foul, 
others to  the b ody , and reafon appears to  have the 
dom inion o v e r  them both, I conceive thw  when 
o u r  appetites  ftrongly tempt us to  tafte various fifh 
and fowl, ond o th e r  delicacies which are forbidden 
by  o u r  law, and  we refrain from fo doing, becaufc 
we w ould  not violate o u r  d u ty ,  it is a convincing  
>roof o f  the power that rcafon has o v e r  the paf- 
ions, which can thu* fub je t l  thefe in fer ior defires, 

and  p reven t  the c rav ing  appe ti te  after th(»fe things 
which have been  forbidtien by  the d iv ine com 
mand.

T his ,  how ever, I confider as nothing in compari- 
fon to thofe raging defires o f  the foul which are_ in- 
fp ired  by  luft and b eau ty ;  yet Jofeph has acqu ired  
im m orta l h o nour,  b y  the abfolute fubduing o f  thefe 
when he was invited to  the g rj^fica tion  oftndui? and 
p rom pted  by all the heat of^youth to the indulgence. 
Hut certain ly  rcafon can and  ought to do m ore  than 
affuage the molt violent paflion* towards the o ther 
fex : fincc it is ev ident that o u r  inclinations thcm- 
I'elves arc  u n d e r  its com m and: otherwife there  wmild 
be an abfurd ity  in the in junftion  which forbids ujj to  
“  covet o u r  neighbour's  wife, o r  an y  thing elfe that 
is his."

I t  is evident,  then , that  when the law command* 
us no t to delire  at all, it implies the  poffibility o f  
reafon conquering  all o u r  dcures. T h is  is the cafe 
-not on ly  with rc fp e i i  to  thofe things that oppofe the  
v ir tue  o f  teraperance, bu t  likewile that  o f  ju f t ice .  
H ow  otherwifc cou ld  the gluttonous, the grecdy« 
th e  fordid and  felfifh man be re fo rm ed? As mattora 
now ftand, i f  a m ao condutis  hiinfelf accord ing  to  
the  rules o f  o i |r  law, though his difpofition be e v e r  
fo cove tous ,  he is c o m p i l e d  to  lend to  the poor 
without intereft,  and to  ft)rgive the debt in the year 
o f  ju b i le e ;  a n d  be is c o n u ra in e d  not to  reap  the 

7 H  fruits
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fruits o f  his field o r  v ineyard  in the  fabbatical year, 
thougii lie be ev e r  fo frugal. .

I could  produce m any o ther  inftanccs tend ing  to  
irovv* that o u r  paflions are governed  b y re a jb n .  I n  
onie inilances. the law controuls  o u r  natura l aftcc* 

tioi«i: it forbius us to be tray  the caufe o f  tru th  and 
virtue.for the fake o f  o u r  paren ts ;  com m ands us to 
pu iiiih-our wives when they tranfgreft^ to  m ake  ex- 
ainnles o f  o u r  ch ildren  when they  are guilty  o f  
faiuts, and to rep r tn x : , the vices o f  o u r  friends. 
T h is  tru th  will b e  more ev ident by  confidcring i i m  
rcafon, u nder  the guidance o f  the l&w, dellroys o u r  
h a tred  to our  enem ies; fo r it (brbids o u r  cu tt ing  
down their  fruit-trees, c^ijoins us to red o re rw h a t  
they  have loft, and  to help even  th e ir  beafb  when 
lying u n d er  their burden?.
Sijii*! lo- Roafon rules o v e r  even the  violent paf-
ftimC5of tive fions of, ambition, vain g lory , an d  en v y ;

coafidcrate  mind fubdues and  expels 
thefe paUiuns, it does likewifc that  o f  

anger,  though lefs com roulab le than uU others. 
Ill ih* cifc of T h is  i-y evideni. i« ah c  cafe o f  JaaoU> o u r  
j«ob. (agacious p rogen ito r ,  who reprobated  the

co u d u t l  o f  his fons ■JSimeon and L ev i,  
fpr dcilroy ing  the whole race o f  the Siolieraites, in 
t}ie tbllowing w ords; “  Curfed be tlieir anger,  fiU" 
it was f ierce;  and  their wrath , for it was c ru e l ;” 
which words plainly in tim ate that his an g e r  was fu- 
p er lcd ed  by reafon.

W h e n  man was firft created  by G od , he was fur- 
i\iihed with power* t>f re iled io n  and free will; and  
in  his nature were implanted various paflions and  
inclinations, over which the foul was appoin ted  to 
ru le  fupreme, and govern  the fenfual appetites. 
T h is  bem g done, G o d  gave o u r  law to m an, as a 
gu ide  to c o n d u d  h im felf  by the rules o f  tem per
ance ,  ju d ic e ,  and virtue.

I t  ii ( I ra i ig e th a t i t lh o u ld  lie faid that reafon is in- 
futticient tu  govern thei paffions, be<}aufe it c a n n o t  
be  ttflerted that forgetfulnefs ^pd: ignorance  arc u n 
d e r  its dominion. I hav e  obfoMred the abfurdii-y o f  
thi* elXCjJtionj fmce i .  appears that the pow^r o f  
reafon is no t o v er  the in te lledual,.  bu t the fenfitiye 
faculties o f  the foul. N o r  do  I  pre^tend that .its 
power o v e r  thefe is fuch as tOiexterminate, bu t  .only
10 regulate ou i delirea. I t  k  impoffjble for any- man 
to roo t out the  pafTioii o f  a n g e r ;  bu t  reafoo will.fup- 
ply  him with fuch remedies againil it, as m ay p r e 
v en t  his being a Have to  its violonce. I t  is ntrt to  be 
thought that reaibn fhould annihilate .all  evil jucli-f 
nations; bu t  it will aflill us in th e  conf.'ici, atid e n a 
b le  usi to  co n q u e r  o u r  paifions. T he . 'bu lincfs  o f  
reafon is no t  to change, but toaHift.nat«rttij . io a £ t in  
h e r  a id ,  no t to h er  m JlruClion. ■ *

i t  be p ro p e r  to  illuHrate tliis mat- 
,jeofD»vid. ter  in the examplq o f  David- W e  are;

told that after en g a g i i^  the a rm y io f  the 
Philittines a whoie <ky, and making j;rcat UauglijUfr 
anjong them , he  rciiced ii> the evening, mUjcTi fa
tigued, to  his .teiu , wher« hc; was Ib r ro u n d cd  by hijsi 
troop?. T h e  com pany refreshed ihew fclves i ro m  
the adjaccutfprings^i but t)ie king». tlioiigh e .tceed-

ingly thirfly, could not be  fatisfied bu t  by  w ater 
fetcned from the garrilbn o f  the enem y. Sonf?si||tf 
his principal attendants, eag erly  bent to gratify his ’'  
wiflies, betook themlelves to  arms, and takm g a 
p itcher,  b roke through the trenches o f  the cnc- 
mv, paffed their  guard.s, found the well o f  Bcth- 
iehetn, and  thence brought the water which the 
king wifhcd to  tafte: but he, thf)Ugli almoU pcridi- 
ing with th ird , now i^coU etted  what a crime it 
would be to  indulge his inclination by dri^iking 
what his fe rvantshad  hazarded  tlreir Uves^for j cpnh- 
dering that he (h;>uld, in f t fe t l ,  dritik their bloody 
wherefore he red ra in cd  his inclinatioji by his reapbn,* 
and poured  out the water as an oblation to  G od. .

T h u s  it appears, that a mind ar.tcjTiperr 
cd by reaibn may relilt the m od  violent fon«wi»iriue 
paflions, redra in  th e  m o d  im petuous dc- 
lires, atid enable the body to  bear the mpd; e x c ru 
ciating pains, by  a deady  ad he rence  to  the laws o f  
virtue. I t  is now incum bent on >ne to  ratify m y ar
gum ent,  by proofs, drawn from j)rafcUce, o f  the  ,fu- 
per ior  pow er o f  rcafon. O f  tliis o u r  anceftors have 
given p regnan t  inde.ices. W h e n  by the regularity  
o f  the ir  lives, and the ir  dri^ l adhereiKC to the law, 
they had obtained the favour o f  foreign princes, an d  
particularly  o f  Seleucus N icanor,  iking o f  A da ,  
who allo tted  them parf o f  his public revenues, to 
pay  the expence  of their facrilices, aj»d exprefl’cd  
his approbation <>f their conditu tion  : in this fa
vourable  con jttnd ijrc ,  I fay, it happened that fome t)f 
them, by the arti|ice.s o f  w ick e d 'm en ,  were reduced  
to fevery trials, a* will hc'reaftcr appear.

O uias  being  appointed to 'c x e c u tc  the Simon »t«i. 
ofBce o f  high-prieft fo r  life, opc^.Simon 
q uarre l led  with.him; and havinc, lb the

f ;reat p re jud ice  o f  ovir pcc-^jlp. '  - i id tavoured  to ca- 
umniate the character o f  thiifigociu man, whom he 

was unable to  kUit:n in the e{(eem o f  his co u n try 
m en, he ded  to a foreign ^court, with a view t6 be
tray  his coun try . made application to  A pollon i
us, then goveriH^Aj'if Syria  and Phcenicia, telling 
him, that th rough  his great steal for the king hi« 
maRtr^ he was com e to com m unicate to him a cir- 
cun idance which might be- o f  the utmoft advantage 
to his fovereign; winch v<as, that feveral millions o f  
m oney were concealed  in the trcafury at Jerufalem , 
not for the ule o f  the  temple, o r  dcftincd for public 
fervice, b u t fe c re te d  by private men,, and  therefore 
o f  righ t the prr>pcrty o f  Seleucus. This  tale being 
heard  by Aixjllonius, be com m endcd  the zeal o f  
the inform ant,  and acquainted  Selcucus with the 
afi'air: in confequence o f  which he obtained^ a i» m -  
miHion to  march into, o u r  co u n try  with a  powerful 
arinvi and b.Bought H'iih him-the tra ito r  Simon.

AlH)llonius declared that he came on 
this expc(lition b y  order o f  the king, |CDvernor"«» 
who h ao ld ire d cd  him. to  feize on all tho  c**'* 
riioney dcjjohted in th e  ^ ea fu ry  for the 
life -of. private incn. T h i^ c i /c u m i la h c c  
caufqd a general,ajariui an d  the people complained 
o f  it as bigheit act o f  injulUce to lay' vio lent 
haijd». .on .jha i  p«?ipsrfy .vk ich ,  fo r  its greater lecn-

rity,
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iiochui 

|cvv»in{\auced 
ticui4fs.

r i f ^  had been  lodged in the tem ple, and  exerted  
i b ^ v e l v e s  to  p rev en t  hi* m aking a forcible fe izure. 

• ' ^ o l l o n i u s ,  how ever,  advanced  to the tenrple by  
force, Nvherc numliers o f  priefts, w om en, and  chil
dren , were p ro tlra ting  themfclves, hum hiv intrcat- 
iiig A lm igh ty  G od  to  prefervc h is  temple From con 
tempt and profanation^
An-rU on A pollonius,  howcvcr, perfifted in his 
hurfĉ ftiining defignj an d  when he had etitercd the 
Mih Her? place with a num ber o f  arm ed m en, an d  
i,nghm:ii. \v;is on thc poiiit o f  fcizing th c  trcafurp, 
(\vera4 angels from  heaven ap p eared ,  rid ing  on 

'iTori'ps, and  dreffed jn bright a rm our ,  which allo- 
nifhed the afla ilants: Apolloniu;?, in particu la r ,
fell to the g round  in the cour t  o f  the (Jentilcs, 
a n d  lifting his hands to  H eav en ,  bcfoiight th e  Jews, 
^̂ ith tears, that they, would in tercede for him, that 
he might ivot be de l troyed  by the m m iflering an-
o ,.i« , by . O nias,  the high-prieU, compaf-
praytr, lionating bis cafe, an d  alio fearing that 
th e l i fe  o f  A -  the king Seleucus mvght a ttr ibu te  the 
poiionim. death oj' A]>ollonius to th e  trcachery  o f  
men, com plied with his petition , and  p ray ed  for 
him. T h u s  A pollonius being faved, as by  m iracle , 
re tu rn ed  to  the king, and  gave a circum ilantial ac 
count o f  all that  had happened.
_ o f A o -  Scleucus being dead , w asfuceceded  by 

his fon A ntiochus, a prince  o f  a haugh ty  
and cruel tem per. A ntiochus difcharged 
Onias 4jrom the office o f  higli-prieft,
which hc^ i^ v e  to  his b ro ther  ja fo n ,  on
con(id*ftr6^n o f 're ce iv in g  an  annual t r i 

bute o f  three tlK)ufanoh~fix h u n dred  a n d  i ix ty  ta-
(houid 
affairs.

Wwpfffled o u r  people, and  fe- 
duced them to  o f  wickednefs, by  <he in-
trodu ttion  o f  foreign Jtrftems con tra ry  to their law. 
H e inflitutetl Grecian games in o u r  principal city, 
and detachcd the priefts from the I'ervice o f  the 
temple^ T h e  vengeance o f  H eaven  was the evident 
conlequence o f  this im piety , by Antiochus waging 
war againft them ; for du r in g  an expedition  agiiinlt 
Ptolemy, king o f  Egypt,  he was told that fome o f  
the people  o f  Jerulalem  had trium phed on the r e 
port o f  4iis dea th ;  on  which he m archcd  th ither,  
made dreadful ilaughter am ong them , and  publHhed 
an edict, decree ing  death to thofe who adhered  to 
the law o f  Moles, and  com inued  the culloms o f  
flieir coun try .  I 'h is  decree  did  not p roduce  the de- 
iised dFccl. T hrea ts  and  punifhments were equa lly  
dcfpi'itd: the women were th ro w n  headlong from 
the walls o f  the city, for-circumcifing their  children; 
vet they ilill con tinued  tne p ra tt ice ,  though they 
Knew  tfre inevitable cxuvfequence. T h e  king, per- 
ceWing that his decrees ' were defpifcd, attended 
pcrfonally, and  compelled them to ea t  food prohi- 
liiteA by the law, and  in U s prcfence to  ab ju re  the 
Jewifli religion.
iii«cn.(t A bout this per iod  it happened  that the
" w i m e n i o /  ty ran t  A utiochus, being iea ted  in Uate, 

i i lcu d ed  by his counfellors  and  gover-  
3

nors, and p ro te f ted  by  an  armed guard ,  with Ms 
com m anded m any  Jew s who were brough t fp<^toEif». 
before him to  eat fwine‘s fle/h, and meats 
oftered to idols; a n d th q fc w h o  reAifcdwere inflant- 
ly to r tu red ,  anti killed in his prefencc. M any  had 
undergone this inhum an treatm ent, when a reverend  
o ld  m an, named E leazar,  was brought before the 

. k ing. T h is  man was an em inent citizen, by pro- 
fellion a lawyer, o f  the family o f  the priefts, and  
much elteemed by  m any  of t'he friends o f  A n tio 
chus, on w c o u n t  o f  his age and c h a ra tk r .  W h e n  
A ntiochus  beheld  him, he addrefled him to the fol
lowing f f l e t t :  “ ■ I advifu tljee, reverend old man, 
before I  p roceed  to extremities, to  fave thv life by  
confenting to  ra t  the fiefh o f  fwine. I r e f p e a  thy 
age  and grey hairs, and am alkonifhcd that tho»i 
Ihouldell per levere  in the Jewilh fu]>erHition, after 
a length o t  years that might have taught thee m ore 
wildom. I t  is ftrangc to me that m en fhould be fo 
unjuU to themfclves, and  fo unjjrateful to nature , 
as to d eny  themfclves the en joym ent o f  thofe inno
cent gratiiicarions which her boun ty  ha** provided. 
F o r  what reafbn fbouldefl thou refrain from the tade 
o f  the llefh of fwine, which iy. the moft delicate o f  
all food, and feems to have been bellowed upoti us 
by H eaven ,  in the fulnels o f  its bounty? T h is  co n .  
d u t l  in others might feem to carry  its exctife with it; 
but in a man o f  ihy difcernment, it is the height o f  
folly to draw down a certain ju d g m en t  on thy own 
head, by defijifing m y au thority ,  th ro u g h  an idle 
religious pre>udice. I .e t  me then  perfuade thee to  
open  thine eyes, awake from th y  dream , and free 
thyiclf from a bondage  which an fes  from a rid icu
lous fingularity o f  opinicm. Shall I hope th a t  this 
expoftulatiou m ay u rg e  thee to  have a p ro p e r  re 
gard to thyfislf, by accep ting  that kindnefs which 1 
offer in compulGon to t ly  age? I think it ough t:  
for though thy reafbn m ay not be convinced  of the 
abfurdity  o f  the opinion thou hall eniercained, yet 
thou  mightcil allow that, i f  there be a d ivine Be
ing whicn requires the obl'ervance o f  thy  religion, 
that Beiiig has goodnefs fufJrcient to p a n i iA r th e  
breach o f  his laws, w hen the offence docs not arifc 
from an adt o f  the will, but is the e lfe tt  o f  abfblutc 
and  irrefiflible com pullion.”

T h e  king haviivg ended  his fpcech, E le
azar- in trcated pcrmilliou to m ake a re 
p ly ;  which being g ran ted , he fpoke to 
the following jn irpo tr ,  in the prefence 
of the whole alfcm bly: “  I t  is p rope r  d iat your 
majcfly fhould be informed that w« who are  firmly 
pcriuaded  that the law given us by i i o d  flmuld be 
in all things ftritl ly  obeyed ,  have no conception that  
any force or neceCTily can opera te  fb flrongly a« to  
allow us to dilpenfe w ith any part  o f  this law. You 
have hinted that o u r  law is not d iv ine : adm itting 
that  to  be the fafct, Sir, yet it o u g h t  to be fully b ind
ing on us, in all cafes whatfbever, while, we tnink it 
fo. Y our majefty will not, therefore, fuppof^ that 
if we fhould be bale enough  to dcHle oUrfclvas lsy 
ea ting  unclean meats, the crim e would b e  deem ed 
ck h e r  t r i i l in j ,o r  pardonable . W h e th e r  tiic infUnce,.

in

Flcfur’i Mt- 
fw tr toA p tio . 
cbui.
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in which a  m an offends be g rea te r  o r  lefs, the  in- 
Iblence o f  the cu lprit  is the tame, and  equal the in 
dignity  that is oH'ered to  the law. T h e  guilt is the 
Tame, w hatever the fa6l be. Y ou  have infinuated, 
S ir ,  tha t  o u r  religion is beneath the notice o f  philo- 
fophers  an d  m en o f  reafon ; b u t  perm it  me to  fay 
that it is the pcrfefction o f  all p h ilo fophy ;  fince it 
inftruQs us in the arts o f  tem perance ,  an d  dire£ls 
us to  co n q u e r  o u r  paffionate defire  for lubUinary 
p l^ f u r e s .  I t  urges  us to the p ra t t ice  o f  fortitude, 
artd recommends th« chearful fubmiflion to  pain. 
I t  prefcribes rules o f  rigid juft ice , and  comnvmds 
us to worfhip only  that A lm ighty  Being to  whom 
alone revcrence can be ‘due .  W h e re fo re  we mult 
no t  prefum e to eat unclean and prohib ited  food for 
we are  conv inced  that G <^, the au tho r  o f  nature, 
pa id  a p ro p e r  attention to  i t ;  aud  that  the inflitution 
o f  this law, fo far from being a grievance, was an 
a ^ o f  benevo lence ;  iliat forb idden  things are  p re 
ju d ic ia l  to  o u r  fouls, and  thofe only on  which we 
a re  perm itted  to feed are  ufeful to  u». I t  is, th e re 
fore, the higheft crucUy to  com pcl us to  a violation 
o f  o u r  law, and  to  eat thofe things which are forbid
den  becaufe they are o f  a noxious quality . B u t,  Sir, 
y o u  (hall n ev e r  thus tr ium ph over  me. I fcorn the 
idea  o f  v iolating the folemn oaths and  facred e n 
gagem ents by  which o u r  forefathers have b ound  
themfelves and  the ir  dcfcendants to  the obfervance 
fitiimxng  ̂ fubmit, though
coa«*acy. y o u  couim and m y eyes to  be p lucked

o ut,  and m y bo d y  burn t.  A ge hath iwi 
fo impaired m y intellefctual o r  corporea l facul

ties, bu t that my reafon is ftiU vigorous on the call 
o f  duty and religion. I f  you are offended with this 
rep ly , p repare  y o u r  inltruments o f  to r tu re ,  and  en- 
creafe the neat o f  y o u r  fu rnacc : bu t,  old as I am, I 
will never  violate the laws o f  G o d  an d  my co u n try  
to  fave m y life. I will not defert the law in which I 
have been tn(lru£led; I will never  ab ju re  that tem 
pe rance ,  the beft o f  v i r tu e s  which teaches us to 
co n q u e r  o u r  appetites: I will not difgrace m y phi- 
lofojrtf'^j^' nor  bring a '  ltain on  the o rd e r  o f  pncft-  
liood, and  the Itudy o f  the law. I will maintaih my 
foul un lpo tted  as thofe o f  m y forefathers, aiul r e 
m ain u n d aun ted  till dea th , u n d e r  all the tonnen ts  
yo u  can  inflifcl.”
He u c« H y  W cazar ha ving m ade  this magnanimous 
whifpcd. reply  to  the ipecch of the ty ran t ,  the lol-

dicrs dragged him to the p lace o f  ex e cu 
tion. H aving  (tripped off his cloaths, they bound 
him, and  whipped Kim till the (kin parted  from his 
flcih ; an officer on  each fide him, c ry ing ,  “ O b e y  
the k in g ’s o rders .” E leazar  feemed p er fed ly  u n 
m oved  by their leverity ,  and  (tood with his eyes 
e levated  tow ards heaven, till his (le(h was torn  
from  his bones, and  the blood (trcanied to the

a round. A t length, unable to  bear his pangs, he 
rop|)cd down: but though Iris body  was thus re 

d u ced , he  appeared  to  poffefs his mind in full per- 
fefction. O n  this, one o f  the foldiers (lamped on 
his belly, to oblige him to rife; but he bore  all his 
iuffcrings \^ith iu ch  an unexampled cou ragc ,  that

even thofe who infli£tcd them were aftonifhed at f t^ h  
extraord inary  m agnanim ity  o f  foul in Co o ld ^ l M ^  
intirm a body.

W herefore ,  fome o f  his torm entors, 
though fervants o f  the k ing, p ity ing  his to diirembie. 
age, and  recollefl ing  th en  form er ac- 
q ua in tance  with him, addrcHied him as 
mllows: “  W h y ,  E leazar,  wilt th o u  fubmit to  e n 
dure fuch varie ty  o f  to rm ent without a n y  {-aufe? 
C onfent that we p u t  before thee  clean and  lawful 
meat, when thou  niayeft p re tend  to  eat fwine’s (lefh, 
agreeable to  the k ing ’s o rd e r ,  and  thus fave thy  
without violating the law.” T o  this E leaza r  replied, 
“  L e t  it not be (aid tha t  we, w ho are ch ildren  o f  
A braham , can behave in fo artful and  pudllanimous 
a m anner as on ly  to  p re tend  to  do  an unbecom ing 
ad io n .  It would be (trange conduc t in me, who 
have h itherto  obeyed  the laws o f  tru th , and pre- 
ferved an unf]W)ttc(l ch a rad e r ,  to  let an  evil exam 
ple to others, oy  d en y in g  m y priiiciples in m y  old  
a g e ;  to  drag ou t  the rem ainder o f  life a t the ex- 
p ence  o f  diifimulation, and  become an o b je f t  o f  
the public  contemfA for m y  pufillanimity. Hi# 
to rm entors ,  obferv ing  his refolution, and  finding 
that their  offered m ercy  had no cffeft on  him, con- 
d u d e d  him to^ the  fire, on  which they  threw him, 
c rue lly  torm enting  him, and  p oured  fcalding l iquo r 
u p o n  his nodrils  as he burnt. W h e n  his flefli was 
almoft fe pa rated-from his bones, he lifted his eyes 
towards heaven, and  faid, “ O  ^ ^ ,  thou 
art witnefs to  the torm ents l  .* ^ c r ,  and  in the fire, 
that I p re fe r  dea th  by hi*e, in'rt#be<Jience 
to  thy  law, ra th e r  than a cO fit inuan^  o f  life b y  the 
tranfgreffion 'ef it. H ave merc^-*J»‘Jrefon;, O  (Jod, 
on  thy  people, le t-r iy  deatR^’ 4ite their crimes. 
A ccept my life for theirs,"Sat? blood operate
as a purify ing facrifice.” ThV?'go(>d m an died at the 
conclufion o f  this p ray e r .

S ure ly  this exam ple  will ren d e r  it c lear via«iouief. 
tliat reafon, im proved  by  re ligion, can  (ea of 
c o n q u e r  the paffions; for this lingular *heoinfiu- 
teitimony in behalf o f  tru th  and  virtue 
ouglft to be afcribed to the paffions, i f  
they were fuperior to  reafon: but (ince the inftance 
above-m entioned m akes it evident that, in the con- 
ted  between reafon and the paffions, the la t te r  were 
fubducd, we m u d  acknowledge that reafon is the 
ruling principle in all men. A fter fuch a p ro o f  of 
plealures re h d e d ,  and  pains en dured ,  it  would ar-

f 'ue the  u tnm ll o b d in a c y to  p re tend  the co n tra ry ;  
ince to  the indulgence o f  p k a fu rc ,  and  the av o id 

ing o f  pain , wf are naturally prom pted  by our^paf- 
fions.

In  the cafe o f  E lea za r ,  we m ay com - .
• I V  I  ̂ A  nmilitude

r>arc conlctcncc and  a lenle ot du ty  to  a ukenfromi
hip tolled in a fea o f  paffion, reafon , <•>>?<»»• 

the pilot, fteering; while the man, through 
the dorm  o f  threats and  i lU reatm cnt,  is almoft funk 
by the fwelling waves o f r a c k s  and  fire; bu t  ftill 
maintain.>i his p o d ,  nor  parts from the ru d d e r  tilWhc 
has brought his veffel into the h a rb o u r  o f  immorta
lity. N o  bclieged city  eve r  Itood o u ta g a in f t  the

attacks
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att^ks of an enemy, as ihis venerable man defended 
h ^ c i f  by the force of fearon in the caufe of reU-- 

H is mind refpinbled a promontory riling in 
the waters, againft which the waves of j»aHion broke 
in vain.

H ail, ho ly  prieft, w ho didft refiifc to 
defile thy  mouth and Oomach, ev e r  def- 
tined to  reccivc  hallowed fafrifices, by  
exiting me'ats offered to falfe gods I Hail, 

preacirer o f  the law, and  maltcr o f  that philofophy 
taught us by the word o f  G od! Hail,  thou pattern  
J^V thofe who w ould  vindicate the law by the facri- 
iice o f  their blood! H ail,  holy Father,  who haft 
dignified o u r  ron f ti tu t ion  by  convincing the world  
oi tlie efiicacy o f  that philofopliy which defcends 
ironi H eaven! f-fail, wonderful old age, and righ- 
leous zeal, m ore If rong than  to r tu re ,  and ho t te r  than 
fnc! Hail,  firfl; o f  conquerors ,  who baft, t r ium phed 
o v e r  thy  paflions, as o u r  fa ther A aron  ran amOng 
the people, a rm ed  with a cenfcr, and co n q u e red  the 
dcffroying angel, who cotifumed o u r  forefathers b y  
fire! 1 hus E leazar, a delcendant o f  that A a ro n ,  
conquered ,  th rough the recUtu3 e o f  his m ind, the 
ilames that devoured  liis b o d y ;  and  though w eak
ened by age and  infirmities, gave p ro o f  even o f  
youthful courage .  H a il ,  venerable age and  grey 
hairs! H ail ,  uprightnefs o f  life, a tte lted  by fb g lo
rious a death!

Surely the pow er o f  reafon o v e r  the pafTions is 
fully proved  in thi^\iiiftat)ce o f  a m an , w eakened by  
ac;e, en d u r in g  f u c ^ ^ a l s  with fo great  refolution: 
but left it ih o u ld iJe la t ' l  f h ^  the paHions and love o f  
life are abated v / th  the iVrength, I will iww produce 
cxami'les o f  y d f^ j^ ^ n e n ,  who, a n i t / ited by the 
fame p r i n c i p l e s , u r K l e r i i i ^ i i r n  itWltTiiore excruci- 
atmg toiments. leaving in va in  exerted
his rage on the p o o r  o t^  man, o rd e red  o ther  H ebrew  
captivcs to  be brv>uffffP*^5efore him, declaring he 
would releafe them, if  they agreed to eat forbidden 
meats; bu t i f  they  refufea, he w ould torm ent them 
more fcvcrely than he had done E leazar,

In  confequence o f  this o rd e r ,  an an 
cien t woman and  her feven fons were 
brought before him. T h e  youths were fo 
diffiiigiMfhed by the comelinelis o f  their 
perfbns and engaging  behaviour, that he 
could  not but be i l ruckw ith  them. H a y 
ing furveyed  them with pleafure, he bid 
them approach  his th rone ,  and  thus ad- 

drcffed them ; “  I acknowledge myfelf, young  m en, 
to b ^ p re p o ffe f fe d  by  y o u r  appearance ;  I clteeui 
your family, which is bleft with fo m an y  brothers, 
and have friendly intentions re fpetling  you. I 
tliercfor/ advife you not to let voiir  zeal ca rry  you 
to iuch abfurd lengths as did  that o f  the  old bigot 
wffbm you law expire  in torture. I will affure you 
of my friendfhip, if you  com ply  with m y wifhes.
I can equa lly  reward thc^fc who obey, and punifh 
thofc who difoblige m e; rely on it, then, that you 
Ihall be prom oted  to places o f  trufl an d  honour,  if 
\'(>u will ren o u n ce  the cuHoms o f  y o u r  coun trv ,  
and live after the G re e k  fafhion; re jecting  the idle 
‘lillinttion o f  meats, and  freely gratifying thofc ap- 
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petites ill which youth  muft delight, though den ied  
by  y o u f  own fupcrilitions praAices. Kefledt that i f  
yt>u rc je f t  my of^’ers, I (hafl be compelled to puni/h  
you by a death as levere as regal vengeance can fug- 
geft. H ave m ercy ,  then /  on yourl 'dves, while I ,  a 
i t ranger and enem y, offer you mercy. D eltrby  not 
that you th  and comclinels which I would p re fervc : 
but you muft per iih ,  exce})t you pre1?rve y o u r-  
felves. R e lle t t ,  then, n o r  reJolve too haltiJy, when 
1 tell you that torment, and fire, and death," will be  
the conleqvieiice o f  your dilobcdienc^."

T h js  bem g  faid, he called for the in- Tiitiinftn- 
ftruments of to r tu re :  and^ the foldiers 
having p ro duced  wheels, pullies, fcrews, “ ni7iin.n 
iron gauiwlets^ caldrons, fry ing-p3ins,'bel- I".'”.'''''' 
lows, crttTibuffibles, See. the- ty ran t,  hope- 
ing they wotild be terrified by (his dreadful appnra- 
tus, fpoke as fbllow's: Be wife in .time, O  yotUfis,
and d iead  the vengeaiice o f  an enragftd king. It  
will be no longer criminal in you to coriiply: nor 
iieed you  d o u b t  but that the G o d  you worfliip will 
conlidcr and allow for the pecu lia r i ty  o f  your fitua- 
t ion .” B ut neither could they be allured by promi- 
fes, n o r  terrified by  the in(tri?ments o f  vengeance . 
So far from being imprefled by fear, their  reioluti<m 
increafed, and the flrength  o f  their  rcafbn tr ium phed  
over  the ty ran t’s cruelty .  I f  o n ly  one o f  them had 
been cow ard ly ,  o r  unreafonab ly  fond o f  life, he 
w ould have reprefonted to fhem the folly o f  r e j e d -  
ing the k in g ’s advice, and  p re ferr ing  a cruel dea th  
to» profit and  prom otion : ne w ould  have adviled  
them  to abandon the point o f  honour, and fave them - 
felves from deftrncliow: to have pitied their rtld m o 
ther,  and  not brought her to the g rave by the ir  diH- 
o b e d ie n c e : he would have pleaded  the ju ftice  o f  
the k ing ’s ob lerva tion , that, ( r o d  could not be offend
ed , and faid-that the law would not confure an invo- 
lu n ta ry  a r t ; in a word, he would have recom m ended 
a life o f  eafe and plealure, in p reference to a violent 
and  to rm enting  death.

But the courageous young  men, unfub- Thcjrrtpty. 
dued  by  all the terrib le  apparatus before them,"gave 
full p ro o f  that their palfions were u n d er  the controiil 
o f  rea ib n ;  and fo far from com plying  with the wifh 
o f  the  ty ran t ,  addrefl'ed him to the following p u r 
p o r t :  “  W h ere fo re ,  ( )  king, this d e l j y ?  H y o u r  
view be to obtain o u r  final refolution, know il'.;it we 
arc a lready determ ined  to meet death in any Ihj^pe, 
ra th e r  than violate the laws o f  o u r  anceftors : tor, 
exclufive o f  the refpefcf due to  the ir  example, a re 
gard to  the  commands o f  M oles requires this obctli- 
ence. T h e re fo re  tempt us not to give up  o u r  p r in 
ciples, nor atfefct to  pity thofe you hate. T h e  idea 
of death is lefs irkfome than fuch an infnking com- 
paffion as offers to preferve o u r  lives* at the expcm'C 
o f  o u r  honour. You feem to imagine that we m ay 
be terrified by the idea o f  death and  to rtu re , not.- 
withftanding the late experim ent on the good old 
man niight convincc you how fruitlefs fuch prartices 
mult be on  the fcVvants o f  the tru e  G od . I f  the 
ancient men among us can bear fuch ^ains urrdaunt- 
edlv, fhall the patient p e r f e v e r a n c c ^  you th  he  Icfs 
confpicuou* ? W e  fJiall copy  his example, as we have 

7 I ■ profiled



-̂ 686 Y H E  w h o l e  g e n u i n e  w o r k s  o f  JOSEPHUS.

p ro f ited  by his inflru8.ions. T h e re fo re  t ry  if it be 
in y-our pow er to deBroy o u r  foiUs, while we fuffer 
in tlie c a u fc o f  re ligion. B u t this is impoflible: y o u r  
b a rb a r i ty  cannot h u r t  u s : the eff'eft o f  the pains you 
in f l id  will be th e  rewards ckie to  o u r  fteadj’- patience 
find v i r tu e :  but the confcqucnce to  y ou  will b e '  
d r e a d f u l : by  m u rder ing  fo m a»y  unoffending per- 
fons, you  will becom c liable to eternal to rm ents  in 
re tu rn  i b r  the tem pora l you m ay infiifcl.”
Torturingsnd ty ran t ,  inccnfed by this anfwer,

of°the refolved on  the p u n ilhm en t o f  their dil- 
*;aeft brother obcd icnce ,  and  iiiJtantly c6nniiande(j| the 
execu tioners  to  b r in g  the cldefl to  th e  to r tu re .  T h is  
th ey  did, faftcning his ?iands, l lripping him, and 
t ix ing  his arms lb as to reccivc the icourge. F ind ing  
tha t  the flripes had no eft'cCl, he was e x ten d e d 'o n  the 
wheel, and his bones being all c ither b roken  o r  dil- 
loca ted ,  he fpoke as follows ; “  M onfler o f  iniquity! 
E n e m y  o f  G o d  and  tru th  ! T h o u  tre a ted  m e not 
thus  barbaroufiy  o n  accoun t  o f  m u rd e r ,  o r  any  c r i 
m inal breach o f  law, but m ere ly  becaufe I have 
o b ey e d  m y G od , and obferved  his com m ands.” O n  
this, the U)ldiers perfuaded  him to eat the k ing ’s 
m ea t ,  that  he might be relcafcd from his to rm e n ts : 
b u t  he anfwered, “  Y ou  are m idaken  if  you think 
the  wheel has co n q u e red  my relbhition  : y ou r  molt 
to rm en ting  engines cannot dillodge m y m ind, o r  
Jtrangle m y  reafon. C ut m y body  in pieces, and 
b u rn  m y tlefli till my bones feparate : bu t the utnioft 
cxcefs  o f  y o u r  tortures  ihall conv ince you  tha t  i t  is 
the  g lory  o f  the H ebrew s to remain undaun ted  when 
iuifering in fupport o f  the rights  o f  confc ience .” 
F ir e  was now put u n d e r  him,«ithe pullies (Iretchcd, 
and  his body tu rned  to the flames, lb that the wheels 
a n d  fnokes o f  the engine were covered  with blood,, 
tind ile/h was to rn  froni his b o d y ; the lire was 
q uen ch ed  by his bowels d ripp ing  on i t ; and at iengtli 
no th ing  was left but his Ikeleton. D u r in g  Mhcfe tor- 
incnts he u t te re d  no complaints, bu t,  like a t rue  fon 
o f  A braham , fuftained the torm ents as i f  they  on ly  
incrcafed  his courage. H e  addreHed his b re thren , 
f a y i n g f ^  Follow my cifem ple; dei'ert me not in this 
t r ia l ;  n o r  d eny  that  reUtionfliip in foul which iŝ  
n ea re r  than that o f  confanguinity . I t  is a glorious' 
v a r fa re  to em bark in defence o f  religion. D o u b t 
n o t  the k ind  prov idence  o f  that  heavenly  Father 
whom we worfliip, who will rew ard  us and  all our  na
tion ,  and  punifli this b loody  ty ran t  to  a degree  equal 
to  his own pride  an d  cruelty .” H av ing  thus laid, 
the  holy you th  expired-
The frcoad T h e  fceBators were w ondering at this 
krotiitr. p ro o f  o f  courage, when the  fecond b ro 
ther was b rough t forward by the guards, who fixed 
him  to the pulley, drew on the iron gauntlets with 
iha rp  nails, and alked him if  he would accept the 
terrtis o f  m ercy . H is anfwer being re lb lu te  as that 
o f  his b ro ther ,  thev fixed the gauntlt^ts to his neck, 
to re  the llefh from his niulcles to the chin, and flayed 
the fkin from his  face and head. In  this torm ent he 
exclaimed, “  Death is welcome in an y  fliane, when 
we fufftr in tl\e caufe o f  religion. B rutilh  ty ran t I 
Knoweft thqu iTW that thou  punilheH; thyfeH more 
th an  m e?  T b y  m dignation , in  fe t in g  thy  de-

flgns defeated by  m y  conflancy, in  a good cjiife, 
torments thee m ore than m y pains do me. , A '  
fcious innocence, and  a re tro fp ed  on a v ir tuous life, 
are ray fu p p o r t;  while tby  gui ty  mind is rackcd  with 
the mofl terrib le  apprehenUons. A n  incenlcd D eity  
will follow thy crimes.”

This b ro ther  being dead, the third was 
b rough t forv.ard, when feveral perfbns 
cdViieitly preHed him to ea t  the  k ing’!» mea^, and 
preferve his l i fe :  b u t  he eagerly  replied, “  You a p 
p ea r  to be Itrangers to the relation 1 hold to thofe 
who have died before me. \V c  were children o f  tm- 
fame p a r e n t s ; educated by  the fame mafters, aiKT*" 
have conftan tly  a t le d  on the fame princip les  ; is it 
then to  be iuppofwl, tiiat in this laft a t t  of my life I 
will ren o u n ce  m y alliance to thofe who have n ev e r  
yet been  obliged to blufh at cw ning  me for tlu ir 
b r o th e r ? ’ T ins  fpeech, delivered in a determ ined  
m anner,  infpiring the execu tioners  with rage, they  
inftantly pu t  his hands and  feet into the fcrews, an d  
violently d isj6inted ali his fingers and  toes ; and  Itill 
ex tended  the engine till they forced  from their  lock 
ets the bones o f  h i?arm s, legs, and  fhoulders. As 
he furvived all theie dillortions, they Itr ipped him o f  
his fkin from the ends o f  his fingers to  the crow n o f  
his head. W h e n  his body  was thus m angled, they 
d ragged  him to the wheel, where being yet farther 
ex tended  by fcrews, he faw his own flefh drop  in 
pieces, and  his bowels and blood gufh out. W h e n  
near expiring he exc la im ed, “  ^ j n o f l  b a rbarous  o f  
ty ran ts!  This  we fuller in teftirf«)tw o f  the religion 
and law o f  a G o d  who is ^ ^ 'ro i^ lfe^ v a rd  u s ;  where
as, in pun ifhm en t o f  this tV\ieViy?«i^ thou flialt fuf
fer to rm en ts^^Il  m ore  in fu ^ i^ j -* * * ^ ”

This  brotlKirSlTrft. ji,^;anie t u  rmtrth
the d i p i t y  o f  his fainilyi • was
b rought forward to ex e c u t io i»  but firft advifed  to  
recollect hiinfelf, an d  prc)ifll?*Cy the exam ple  o f  his 
b re th re n :  but he replied, “  N o  deg ree  o f  hea t in 

_your fires can  make me fh rink ,  after the preced ing  
inftances o f  m artyrdom . I will not difgrace my affi
nity.^ T r y  me, ty ran t ,  and  p rove  by  to r tu re ,  it I am 
o f  thfe fame family, and  animated by  the fame fpirit, 
as thofe  whom thy impious rage  has torn  limb from 
limb, with a m alignity  m ore  tnan favage.” A ntio- 
chu^, en rag ed  a t  this fijeech, gave orders to  cut his 
tongue  ou t  in f tan t ly ; on which the you th  farther 
excla imed, “  H ow  ridiculous is this c r u e l t y ! T-’s 
in vaiTi to take away the organ o f  ijjcecb from one 
who trufts in that G o d  who iee.'Uhe heart,  and  knows 
the fentiments o f  thofe that a rc  filent. H e re  ts my 
tongue ready  for y o u r  in f tru inen ts ; but rem eivber 
w'hen you  have cu t  it ou t ,  you  cannot extinpuifh my 
reafon, n o r  m ake m y m ind  dum b. O  that  I could 
die by  inches, that ev e ry  p a r t  o f  m y b o d y  m i ^ t  
glorify G o d ,  by being fcparately fiicrihced to nis 
lonoiir!  B ut for thee , O  ty ran t ,  guilt an d  ven
geance will purfue and  punifh th e e , 'w h o  cuttefl out 
tongues, em ployed  in declaring the pra ifes o f  the 
G o a  who formed them.” *

Exccflive torm ent having finifhed the Th«fiftii 
life o f  this b ro ther ,  the fifth advanced 
cheurfully o f  his own acco rd ,  faying, “  T o  con

vince
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v ijf /!  thee, ty ran t ,  how h'ttle I  am imprefTed by th y  
u#m en ts ,  fee, I read ily  prefent myfelf w ithout w ait
ing thy  orders,  anxious to give p ro o f  o f  m y virtue 
w ithout lols o f  time. T h e  fooner I am difpatchcd, 
ihe fooner will m y happjhefs and thy  guilt be com- 

J |)!ctc, and  by  adding  one to the num ber thou ha(t 
; n iurdercd , I lhall help to  m ake thee ripe for ^■en- 
. j;;c3iu'e. vSaV, d cv o u re r  o f  th y  fpccics, what could 

Hiducofc thee thus to d e f troy -us  r Is it criminal to  
; fcTve the great C rea tor,  and  govern  ourfelves by 

Iaws which he has p refcribed? This c o n d u d  ought to 
^ j i l t i t le  m en to  rew ard  inftead o f  to r tu re .” T h u s  

I jy ing, the foldiers b o u n d  him to th ep u ll ic s ,  fcrewed 
in his knees, and pu t  on  iron footlocks;  the fcrews 
boinj; drawn, his loins were diflocatcd, he bent 
round  the wheel like a fnake, and  his bones were 
luoii broken . T o r tu r e d  with pain, and  almoft Hran- 
glcd, he cried out, “  T h o u  conferrcft favoui* on us 
ag;unll thy  w i l l ; the m ore  fevere o u r  to rm ents,  the 
nobler p ro o f  we give o f  o u r  patience, and religious 
pcrfevcrance.”
ThefixiK H e  had  no  fooner exp ired  than the tv-
brother. rant afked the fixth b ro ther  i f  he would 
aficept the terms o f  deliverance. “  T h o u g h  y o u n g er  
in years (laid he) I am equal in courage. O u r  birth 
and education being  the fame, o u r  death  ought to be 
limilar, Hnce we arc all em barked  in the fame catrfe; 
if, then, thou  halt de term ined  that I undergo  the 
fame trial*, I will take  c a r e  to die fupported  by a 
good confciencc .’ ( I c  was then fallened to the 
wheel, his bones hccik'c4i» aijd fire p laced u n d p h i m ;  

the foldier.*! ^ jrccG  rc» ‘ ho t fpears into his.backand 
and fides,................ , till h i /  bQ w ls were confumo
terim he e x c la im < ^ n 3
brethren have fulhaj 

! querors ; as murer.

G lorious
In  the in- 

which my 
^  , _nd been con-
bc the cafe with m inds 

rooted in virtue. I  wC^,ayyew))any m y brothers in 
death, and  add  to the m uTiberof thy tonncn ts ,  thou 
barbarous wretch, thou  foe to the adheren ts  to the 
true religion! Six o f  us have now fruitra ted  thy 
malice, by refufing to  com ply with thy  infernal pro- 
pofals. T h y  fires ap p ea r  cool, thy  racks eafy, ^ n d  
thy guards are the p rom oters  o f  o u r  law, in n e a d ’o f  
executioners, fince, unable  to  fupprefsouV religion, 
iliey affill us in giving teUimony to its tru th .” 
Thefevtnth T h is  man was now thrown into a boil- 
btwhtr. ing  caldron, when the feventh b ro ther 
appeared, at whole fight the ty ran t  fcemed to relent, 
and calling to  him, laid, “  T{iou fcell the fatal end  
of thy. bro thers ,  owing to  the ir  owi; o b l t in a c y ; ft>r 
thelis to rtu res  are the m ere  confequence o f  their 
difobediejice: and  a fimilar fate inftantly  awaits thee, 
if thou fjpU no t  profit by tneir example ; but to e n 
courage different c o n d u d ,  I now offer thee my 
f iiandlhip, and will raife thee  to p laces o f  tru ll  and 
Uiftinfclion in m y k ingdom .” T h e  tyran t likewife ad- 
dreffcd himfeU' to  th£ m other,  as condoling h er  mif-

'*  It is n o t  a little ftrangc that Jafcphus who could not be igno- 
jrant th«t the efieftive j>ower o f  G od «-as glorioufly manifefted in 
[the prcfervatioo o fD am cl and his three friend* from the rage o f  the 

and the fiamei, Ihould not afcribe tae fortitude o f  thcfc godl/

fortunes, and in trea ting  her to fave her only rem ain
ing child : but fhe, fpcaking to h er  fon in the H e 
brew language fas will hen-after be mcniione<lJ, he 
fuddenly  t r ied ,  “  U nbind me, that I may fncak to  
the king, and thpfe who fiTrround him." This being 
done with great pieafurp, he ran hallily to the fide.of 
the caldrons, and  exciajmcd, “  O  tyrant,  deflitutc

• o f  religion, and inonlter o f  villainy ! T h o u  haft re- 
ccived a kingdom , and various worldly blefTings 
from G od , and yet m urdcrelt  the friends o f  fuch 
a benefafclor. A re  the rack and to r tu re  the re tu rn  
thou 'rnakelt to  (Jod, in the perfons o f  thofc who 
worlhip him ? Be affured <hat ju ltice  will pu rfue  
and find th e e ;  and is now p reparing  tormcnLs and  
fire for thee, not like thine, which foon end o u r  
pa in s ;  but inexhaufliblc, aivd fiercely burn ing  for a  
long luccclFion o f  ages. W re tc h  and  b ru te  that 
thou  art, to have no fym pathy for the pains ihfliftcd 

, by  thyfelf  on creatures o f  the fame nature and feel
ings ! Can a c rea tu re  o f  like form delight in man,°-- 
ling, torturing, and  burnitig  his fellow mortals ? 
Yet fuch thou appearefl,  though thy difpofition, as 
thy  fate, be fo various,fVom curs. W e  who die to

f;lut thy malice have difcharged o u r  du ty , and fhall 
)c happy  with G od ; while thou, who hall m urdered  

 ̂ fo m any glorious champions for the truth, (halt howl 
in eternal delpair , and curie the guilty tranfafctions o f  
this day, when too late to  rem edy the evil. H<> h o r
rid, fb dreadful is thy  caft’ , fo glorious and hap )y 
that o f  m y bre thren , which neither fear not;promi cs 
fliMl tempt me to d e c l in e : for I th ink the tiint: 
tedious till I p a r t i c i p a ^  o f  their  fufferings here ,  and  
afpire to their future mifs.” T h u s  laying, he threw 
himfclf into the caldrons, and  almoit in lla iu ly  cx- 
pired.

W ill  any  doub t remain if  reafon, u n d e r  the gui
dance o f  re ligion, can fubdue the paffions, when we 
behold  fev'en nre thren  delpifing and overcom ing  the 
torm ents o f  death, from a perfeft ag reem ent in the 
fame p rinc ip les?  Is it not ev ident that if  thefe men 
h ad -b een  influenced by  the is  pallions, they-"^inuld 
have eaten unclean meats, and fubmilted to an y  
terms to have enjoyed  cafe and  lafety ? This  was far 
from being the cafe ; their paflions were quelled by 
reafon, they Ihine triumi)hant, and receive the ap- 
p laufe o f  their G od. In the whole o f  this pri»cccding 
we fee the dignity o f  -the mind, and  how little pain 
and  paflion are able to controul it. I t  would be un- 
juft to  deny  thefe m artyrs the applaufe due to the 
magnanim ity  o f  the'ir condufctj in bringing their paf- 

, fions under the fubjeftion of reafon, fo that tney  
could  not be conquered  even by fire and  torm ent. 
As the force o f  the waves is b roken  by the fortifica
tions. on ttie fe'a-lhore, fo as to render  the h arbour 
com m odious, fo" were the llorms and inundations o f  
palfions b roken  by this fevenlbld fortification o f  
reafon*. ♦

H ow

fuflfcrers likevrife to the fame almighty a gcn cj^ a th er than (as he 
cbicfly doe*) to the force and d idatts o f re a **^  which, unaluflcd 
by divine grace, will ever be found an Infuffcient fupport under 
fuch a variety o f  toiments u  M’cre iuilicied p a  the nuL>le army o f
• . n a rtj-r i'
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RtmarVito how iiitcrcfling was the
theirmogai- figlu oT fuch a  C o m p a n y ,  encourag ing  
nimity. olhcr to pcrfcvcrc ,  their  Jo in t voices
niakinff an harm onious c o n c c r t ! T h u s  did thej '  an i
m ate  each  o th e r :  “  R em rm h er ,  broiliers, we aue 
cnj^aged in the fame caufe ; le t  us die lilvc b ic ijircn , 
in  defence  o l '  o u r  Ciod,' and his law. T l ie  th ree  
b rave  AlFyriaii youths dd ied .t l )e  fu rnace  o f  the king 
o f  Tjabylon : let us imitate their fflorious example. ” 

W h e n  religion ajul confctence are at Hake, it 
becovnes us to dci'pil'c fe;ir, and  a6l with refolution. 
O n e  o f  the bre th ren  faid, “  C ourage ,  b ro ther  !" 
A  fecond cr ied , P e r fc v e re ;” A third  excla imed, 

R em em b er  y o u r  a iu e l lo rs ,  A braham , who con- 
fented to facrilicehis  Ton •, and Ifaac, who ch ea rfu lly ’ 
iubm itled to bccome that facrifice.” T h e n  they m u 
tually fup p o n ed  ea rh  o ther,  faying, “  L e t  us gladly 
coulecrate  o u r  fouls to G o d  •: the lives which le has 
lent US, re llorc , and yield up o u r  bodies in defence 
o f  his holy  law. W h e re fo re  (hould we fear thofe 
w ho  only  d e lh o v  the bodv ? O u r  fear (hould be ra 
th er  for the eve rlad inc  lofs o f  o u r  fouls, which can 
n o t  happen to thofc who llritilly adhere  to the tru th . 
T h e re fo re  Ic tus  arm  ourfclves with fortitude ; fo, in 
death , fhall we be gladly received by  A braham , Ifaac, 
an d  Jaco b ,  and  o u r  co n ltan cy  will be applauded by 
a l l  our pious anceftors.” .

As they  w ere  feparately led  to execu tion ,  thofc 
w ho rem ained  encouraged  the preced ing  faying, 
“  R em em ber ,  b ro ther ,  how thou (houldeft behave ; 
dlfgrace nt)t thofe who have p receded , o r  thofe who 
arc to follow thee .” E nco u rag em en t like this uuift 
have been v€;ry animating ; the relationlhip o f  b ro 
th e r  mult have had its influence. T h e  reader will 
conce ive  the power o f  that att'efction placed by P ro 
v idence  in the hearts o f  thofe who derive thenifelvcs 
from  the lame fatlier, arc born o f  the fame m o th e r ;  
fuck  the fame brcalt ,  are brought up  at one table, 
taugh t by the fame mafters, and educated in the fame 
religion. Such was the afletlion and endearm ents  
between thefe b ro th e r s ; and , o f  courfc, the encou- 
l a g c r e ^ t  and advice thiiy gave each o ther  could not 
fail o f  having its p ro p e r  w e ig h t ; for they  were e d u 
cated in J^he fame faith, and taught to pra tlife  the 
fame virtues ; and their m utual virtue mulHiave been 
increafed  by the ir  m utual e f te e m ; for natural erteem 
is always improved by aif union in goodnefs, and 
a mutual zeal for G o d ’s fc r \ ic e  ; fo that th e  m ore  re 
ligious each o f  thele was, the m ore he would love 
each  o f  his b re th ren ,  and become m ore worthy o f  
their love. In  this inftance we m ay obfcrve how 
paflion was c o n q u e re d  by  reafoi\; for though the 
len d e r  regard  they en ter ta ined  for each other was 
he igh tened  by  every  confideration o f  b irth ,  alHgity, 
education, acquaintance, and pcrlbnal merit, yet all 
thefe confiderations were outweighed by the fuperior 
one o f  re lig ion ;  fo that, in fo noble a caule , the

martyrs at well before fince the coming o f Chrift. Nartiral rea- 
fon mutt be enliglitened ami influenced by ttic Spirit o f  G od, before 
it  can be fc r v ic e a b t^  us in matters o f  reirjjion, to which it may 
then only be confidern as a lu a d o u id : but u  i> f»it!i aiunc  ̂o f  the

to rtu res  and death  o f  fuch n ea r  relations, inft<^;^ 
of pain , gave fatisfaflion to the furvivors, w h o w c H ^  
pleafed fpeftators o f  the tragedy.

A nim ated  by exhor ta tion ,  they were induced  to 
defpifc pain, atid fubdue fra terna l att'eQion. I ’hus 
were their minds m ore ennobled  than birth could 
make them. N o t one o f  theic yoiuh.s gave fign o f  
fear, o r  fhrunk at the approach  o f  death, in all us 
terrors ,  but advancing to meet the racks and Ik e, as 
mqn who were runn ing  the race o f  m ortality , and  
impatient which (hould lirlt reach the  goal. As oii^- 
hands, feet, a n d  o ther m em bers, move acco rd ing  to-, 
the direction o f  tht; foul, fo thelc heroic yoiuhs m o 
ved towards death, as if a£tuated by  one com m on 
foul. D ivine conftellation o f  confenting b r o t h r r s ! 
As the world, creatcd in* feven days, convcys an 
idea  o f  the perfefcV m ajclty , and  goodnefs o f  G od , 
thus do  thefe feven m artyrs, by  their co u rag e  and 
co n d an cy ,  alfard u&.an example iHat ough t to banijb  
the fear o f  death. But, a l a s ! we fall fliort o f  thcTr 
pattern , though  w ' cannot read oi hea r  o f  the e x 
tremity of their fuflj|*rings, without the ulmoft agita
tion o f  m in d .-  

W h a t  to rm en t can exceed that o f  fire, which in- 
Itanlly pierces and conl’um es? Y et thefe valiant cham
pions re folute ly  endured  the fe\’crc(l tonrvents. B ut 
to increafe o u r  w onder,  and  leflen that idea o f  m ag
nanimity which m en  th ink their p ecu lia r  charafclenf- 
tic, le t  me p roduce  the cafe o f  a jyoman, who gave 
glorious proofs o f  the fovereignty  o f  reafon over  
the pa l l ions ; one whofe fuHcrirt‘ftv«{vere m ore Xcvere 
than thofe o f  the . j i a r t i ^  above-r^entioned. 'I ’he 
varie ty  and>cxtremity o f  a motj3y *yi.i>ains, in view
ing the deaiNy o f  h er  feven f < L t ^ ’ icarcely to be 
c()mprehendetFaffg*^1Tfcv‘̂  ba^ i f l ^ ^ n  feven times 
m urdered. T h e  natural a f l^ f r iK . .*  parents are  Qen- 
tered  in the welfare cri^'i^.SUii^^iildren. This- is evi
den t even  amt)ng bealls, dem onllra te  a tender- 
nefs for their young, equal to that am ong men. But 
why need  I m ention beads, when all nature  is full of 
this pallion for their olfspring ? T h e  bees though biUy 
in build ing their  cells, are careful to  g u a rd  their 
h ives;  and when invaded by  the drones, p ro te f t  their 
young  ones by  their Itings, which ferve them as wea
pons o f  defence.

T h e  m other  o f  o u r  heroic youtlis was fo AmUMe chi. 
true  a dau g h te r  o f  A brahani,  that even her r»aerof thr 
tcndernefs for her own children could not "'“'hfr. 
tempt her to violate her duty. So laudable was her 
zeal, that when th ep rc lc rv a t io n  and  advancem ent of 
her fons was pu t  in competition with religiof?, (he 
wifely preferred  the latter, o b ey ed  G o d  ra ther than 
the k ing ,  and  wifhed them heavenly  profpcrit^ ,  ra ther 
than tem poral.  H ow  (hall I defcrine that ten d e r  pa
terna l pafTuin, that" fondnefs for the offspring, tkat 
impreOes on them  the fame features o f  oody, and 
frequciitly the fame dW'pofition o f  mind.'* I t  would

operation o f  the Spirit o f  G o d , which has heretofore been, and 
hereafter.Ix', tlic fttcngth and fupport o f  every true Ifraelite, tro'B 
the bcginuitigof the kvorld to the cod o f it. See I k b .  xi. througl '  
out. . ^

be
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bo .h ard  to pain t  the concern  they  feel for any  diftrefs 
t ] ^ t  a ttends thefe dearc ll  parts  o f  th em fd v es :  pa r ti 
cu lar ly  that o f  m others,  whofe natural fondnefs 
m akes them Hill m ore furceptible o f  what affefls 
their  ch ild ren , than fathers are. T h e  m other I fpcak 
o f  had ftill more affetlion for h er  ch i ld ren  than  m o 
thers coininonly h a v e ; h e r  love was augm en ted  by 
feven painfu l Births; and  every  frclh pang  fbe fui- 
fercd cave new force to that affcflion Ihe felt for 
thofeTor whom Ihe b o re  thofe pangs.

X otw iih llanding  this, the love o f  ( i o d  outweighed 
ill jirelc nt views "of her ch ildrens’ intercfl. She ne- 
<TT*'lovc(Uhcm fo tc t id e r ly as  when they  w ere  giving 
this p ro o f  o f  their  conltancy in the t r u t h : they were 
wile, courageous, aftcclionate, and  I'o dutiful, us to 
die in fuppor t  o f  the law, in obed ience  to their 
m o th e r ;  while Ihe, difdaining to let her tendernefs 
operate  too  forcibly, o r  h e r  realon  be fliaken by 
tiie torm ents they  bore , exhorted  them fcjparatclyand 
jo in tly ,  to  fhew their zeal for religion, by  dcfpifing 
fufterings and dea th .

Hail, nature , th o u  com m on m other!  Hail,  the 
love o f  paren ts! Hail,  the fympathetic fceiirigs o f  
maternal love! Behold  a miracle! feven children 
feparately racked and  b u rn t  in their  m o th e r’s prc- 
fcnr.e; ye t  h e r  piety u n fu b d u ed  by  the light. She 
faw the (lefh o f  h e r  ch ildren  broiling, the joints o f  
their  liands and  feet to rn  off, and  tren ib iing  on 
the g round :  the fkins o f  the ir  hands and feel llrip- 
pcd, and  thrown at h e r  feet:  all this Ihe faw u n 
moved. T h e  agonies fbe now bore  for her children 
muft be g rea te r  fiialh thofe^x)f child-birth, and  proved  
her the noblef^  o f  h e r  ffx .  H e r  exp ir ing  firft-born
moved h er  n o t t ^  
and the groan^"'® 
feel. N o t  a t c f e ^  
hands and  heaas, 
dearer  parts  o f  he

the fecond 
ea red  no t to 
cu tt ing  off  o f  

the bodies  o f  thofe 
e r ?  heaped  a round  her. 

'I he lart accen ts  o f  h e r  offspring, amidft their d y 
ing agonies, were grateful to  h er  ea r  as the fongs 
of fyrcns, o r  the notes o f  dy ing  fwans. T h o u g h  
nature p leaded  forcibly , fbe difdained to  yield, 
and, when u rg e d  to fave them , (he gave thc|m up 
to torm ent, in full hope o f  their future happinefs. 
She app roved  he r fe lf  a true  daugh ter  o f  A braham , 
by profeffing his faith and couragc .  Hail, m other 
oi a family, zealous for religion and  law! G rea t  
was th y  patience and  couragc, thou  envy  o f  thy  
own fcx, and w onder o f  ours! As the ark  o f  N o 
ah, which con ta ined  the furviving w orld, rode in 
triurpph o v er  the waters o f  the flood, fo thou, when 
toffcd on  the waves o f  paffion, an d  driven  by the 
win’ds i f  adverfity , being fudained  by  thy  zeal for 
religion, didlt bravely  ou tr ide  the ftorm.

Let me now re tu rn  to the point I in tend  to  prove. 
IT the aged motlfer o f  feven ch i ld re n , ' th ro u g h  h er  
zeal for the tru th , co u ld  bear to  fee them  exp ire  in 
fuch agony, it follow's that well-gaided reafon has 
complete dom inion over the paffions. I t  is ev ident 

_tlfat this is the cafe with hum an na tu re  in general, 
'fince not on ly  m en , b u t  even a  wom an, could  thus 

N o 30.

c o n q u e r  all the com m on feelings, and defy the moft 
exquifite to r tu re .  T h e  lions o f  D aniers  den were 
comparatively gentle, and  the feven-times-heatcd 
furnace o f  NlifJiael cool to that  torment which mull 
have raged in her b read ,  when flie witneffed the 
agonies in which her funs e x p i r e d : ye t all her.paf- 
fions were fubdued by the fuperior confiderations 
o f  reaion aiul religion.

H ad  this woman pofleffed the leaft weakncfs o f  
tem per, it is probable  that flie would have excla im 
ed  to the following e f fc f l ; ‘’ Ih ih .ippy wretch that I 
am , f(j lately bleifcd with feven Ions, but now b e
reft \>f them a l l ! O  uni)rohtable child-bearing! ( )  
loft cares o f  nurfing ch ild rfn  deiUned to (ires, racks, 
and  torm ents! Fruitlcfs are m y pains, fruitlefs m y 
anxious days and nights, and  loll is all the care o f  
their education! N e v e rm o re  fliall 1 beho ld  m y b e 
loved child>’cn , nevi-r re jo ice  in their  m arr iage, n o r  
be happy in defcendents  o f  the fecond and third ge
neration! Yet once was I happy in the intmber and  
virtue o f  m y fons; but I am now a forlorn widow, 
without one  child to  comfort my declining years, o r  
to lay m y weary head in the grave."

But lb far was this adm irable woman from thru 
complaining, o r  wilhing her children to live, that 
they would have aHlitled her, if  they had not died 
with g lory . H e r  firm mind confidered that their 
death was but a paffage to immortal life; fhe there
fore in treated them to complete her jo y ,  by  facrifice- 
ing their lives to religion. Illuftrioiis m o tl ie r ! who, 
when fhe was fci/.ed, with h e r  fons, and a witnefs to  
tTie to r tu re  and death o f  E leazar,  engaged heartily  
in the glorious caufe, an d  en co u rag ed  h e r  ch i ld ren  
in an addrefs, in the H eb rew  language, to  the fol- 
lowing effeft: Behold, m y fons, how glorious
this conflitl! I f  you fhould be called to  fiiffijr the 
fame, behave with chearfulnefs and courage, confi- 
der ing  what an ho n o u r  will thercBy redound  to ou r  
peop le ,  and  the law o f  y our  anceftors. I t  will be 
a d i lg ra ce  to your vouth and  v igour, if  you fink un 
d er  your trials, wfien a man almoil worn out by  
age and  inlirniities hath alregdy borne fuch ""Jj-eme — 
to rtu re ,  from a fenllL; o f  duty. R eflcd ,  m y dear 
children , what life is, and o f  whom you received 
it. I t  was the gift o f  G o d ,  and has been 'continued 
b y  his providence; and it is your duty to  refign it 
at his pleafure. Surely  you would not d^*cline any  
pain for him, in obedience to  whom A brahan i wa» 
ready  to facrifice his fon, the promifed father o f  
o u r  peop le ;  n o r  did  Ifaac decline the fatal ftroke 
o f  the uplifted weapon o f  death. T h e  innotfcnt and  
fearlefs Daniel was call into the lions’ den, and  the 
th ree  children into a fiery furnace. A fenfe o f  du ty  
to  G o d  m ade them refolute to fuffer; and you 
Ihould be williilg to abide equal fulferings, fince 
you ho ld  the fame faith. T h e y  who have a genu
ine fenfc o f  religion will not decline any fufferings 
in which the facred caufe (hall engage them .” T h u s  
were thefe feven children encouraged  by th e ir in o -  
thcr, who fhewed them  how Jufl it was to die ra 
ther than  violate the law o f  G od , particularly  when 

7 K ^  an
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an  eternal refidence w h h  A braham , Ifaac , and J a 
cob ,  in the realms o f  unend ing  blils, would be the 
af lured confequence o f  their perfeverance .

I t  was related by  the foldiers, that when 
th ey  were abou t t a f c i z e  an d  execute^the 
mcMhor, { liew c+ en ted  them, by throwing 
hcftTelf into tHe fire. V ciicrable  inatroii, 
wh6 tlius dcfirated the ty ran t’s r a p ,  ftancT-'

of the 
mother, and 
honourable 
td^imonycon- 
ctm tn g her.

ing like a .Hnn^buildinR, fup^sorted b y fe v e n  pillars! 
G  orious m other!  wnoft' patience was fullained by 
an un lhaken  lairii i i ik 'rod, and  aO'ured hopes o f  fu
ture  rt 'conipc t^c . >fot b righ ter  fhines the m ppn in 
the firmament^ er^circled b y  the (lars, than does Ihc 
in giving to , 'a n d  receiv ing  light from, h er  feven 
Ions, in the j |relenc|; o f  G od , m the  celefliai nian- 
lions. H e r  l ^ s  were, tru ly  o f  the fuitliAii race o f  
A braham . C eu l4  ofie draw a p if tu re  o f  the ab o v e  
Icenc, ev e ry  i t i r o a w a n c e  fairly painted^ b u r  paC- 
lions muR be engaged, and we fliould be
llruck with ho rro r  at the fight o f  the mothi’r and 
children  exp ir ing  in fuch torments. Should  a mo- 
jiumcnt, as it o u g h ^  be c r c ^ e d  to their m em ory , 
and  the honoijr  o f  our nation, fome fuch in fcr ip tian  
as the followSng'would be pi'oper: “  In te r red  licrc, 
lie a venerabfc pricfl^ with an old m other an d  h e r  
Icven brave Ions, niinfdcrcd by a tyran t,  who in 
vain attempted to tk l l r o y  the  conlli tu tion  and laws 
o f  the Jew s; for tln^e, champions relilled, coriiniit- 
l ing  their  cauic to G o d ,  an d  perfevc rcd ,  in dcfpite 
o f  torments and d fk th , to  a l ie n  the rights o f  tWeir 
re lig ion  an<  ̂ coun try .” In  faci, the conteft waj> d i
v in e ;  patience was put tv  its-^Full proof, v irtue arf- 
ju d g e a  the prize , and iminortal blifs was the reward 
o f  tiie conquarors .

E leaza r  was the firft who advanced to  the b lo o d y  
trial;  the Tons difdained not the com bat, and the 
m o th er  em braced  the conflict. 'T h e  ty ran t  was their 
adverfary , the world the fpe£iators, and  re lig ion the, 
vifclor; for in thpir perfons fhe (y:6y’ned  h er  gallant 
champiofts. W h o  could  have beheld , who can hear 
o f  this glorious enterprife ,  without paying  the tri
bu te  iiL^praifc and aftonifliment? T h e  ty ran t and 
hts aCettors v e r e  am azed a t  that patiencc. which 
fuppor ted  the luft’cqprs; and ,  inhum an as they were, 
reverenced  ihat p ie |y  they could not fubdue.

T h e  obftTYfttion p f  M ofes is true : “ All his faints 
are in thy  h*nd.” T h efe  m en are celebrated  with 
honour, as fantfified to G od; 'N or is the advantage 
o f  the ir  iuirerings confined; to  iliemlVlves. _ T h e i r  
blood? be ipg 'accop ted  by O'pd as a propitia tion , he 
was induced  <o re tu rn  in nicrcy to .his people, and 
de l iver  th en \  from tl):C oppreifions with which they 
were loaded. F o r  even Aiitiochus, (truck with the 
refolution with which t h d e  men bore t+reir fuffer- 
ings, praifed tlieir couragej, « nd  bad e 'an  offievr de
clare  it as a pattern  Uu his foldiers: nay, f'aVthcr, 
ju d g in g  o f  thc~w hSe peojrfe by a ftw , he engaged  
m any  o f  them in his fervice, e m p lo y e d ‘ them in 
fiej.es and  battles, and  having, th rough their means, 
acquired  many victories, was convinced that religi
on  is the foundation o f  cou rage ;  anti that they who 
defpifc life, ai*4 can fuftaln death from principle,

are indifputably the moll va lian t foldiers. Y e  o f  
the race o f  A braham , who inherit his zeal, ye 
fcendents o f  Ifrael the beloved, p ay  obed ience  to N  
this d ivine law ; conform yourfelves to it in all 
th ings; live u p  to  its dictates an d  difcipHne, fince 
fud^ is its-efficacy ami influence, that all the paf- 
ficms yfeld to-its authority .

N o r  ddrs  this fuT^jeRion o f  tlie pafTions refer on ly  
to thofe v ith in-our b reafbf bu t  to  outward afflictions 
and bodily  pa+m; sls tS" evident from thefe niefi fub- 
mitting thcmfclves to to rtu re  for the fake o f  re li
gion. T hefe heroes fought and conquered ,  fo as tcf 
lie-admired by  men and  rewarded by  G od. Wkllr? 
they vanqu ifhed  torm ents and dea th , they  vanquifh- 
cd their enemies who in ft ided  t l -em ,.and  eflublillicd 
the, crcd it  o f  their law and  rcligio«i the contempt 
o f  which had  p ro v o k ed  the D e ity  to punifh them 
by  the ty ran n y  o f  A ntiochus : but while-this p rince  
exercifoa his vengeance o n  others, he, heaped  up 
vengeance to h im lc if :  for, finding that neUher force 
no r  flattery would induce the Jew s to ao o p t  foreign 
cufloms, he re treated from Jerufiilem, and waged 
w arag a in f t  the Pcrli>*ns; and  loon after tlii« he died, 
a m iferable viQim to the vengeance o f  H eaven .

I will here add fome farther exhorta- Themother’i 
tiAnsfrom the hero ic  m other to her fonsV animatm ; ex*

“  RefieA (faid flie) on the c o n d u t t  o f  hwaiiomo 
y o u r  m other, who long lived a, pure  
virgin. I  wandered not from m y father’s^'houfe, n o r  
did  the ferpent which tem pted E v e  feduce me. lii 
conjugal fidelity to  y o u r  fat her, IpaU 'e^ rthe  prim e 
o f  m y life. This  father bapjSy in the general
efleein, when you had attained tlie'*,y£ar« o f  m atu
rity. H e  w v  blefled in his (Aili^efn, iand miffed 
the wretchedhia^:. o f^ f reing tlfvtb^ irn from him. 
D uring  his life,' g r ^ r f n f f f t n in your  re
ligious education ,  to furnifh'2yo& ' with principles 
p ro p e r  to fuflain this trial. T h e  Lw and
prophets were taught you  by him, who de!cribed  
the examples o f  their  patience and  virtue. H e  
told y o u  o f  Abel, who was m urdered  by  his bro ther 
C a in :  o f  Ifaac, in tended for a burnt-offering; o f  
Jofeish, im prifoned for his chafli ty ;  and o f  the zeal 
o f  Phinchas for the law o f  G od . T h e  v irtue and 
reward o f  A nanias,  Azarias, Mifhacl, and Daniel, 
were recounted  by him. H e  often rem inded  you 
o f  that Providence by which G o d  protects his peo
ple, thus celebrated by Ifaiah; “  W h e n  thou paffeft 
through the waters, I will be wi{h thee^ and  when 
through the rivers, they  fhall not overflow th ee :  
when thou walkett through the fire, th o u  fhall not 
be bu rned , .nejiher fljall the flame kindle upon 
thee .” W h ile ,  childrcp , he taitght you the^fon^ of 
D avid , M any  are -the afiliMions o f  the r i |^ teo u s ,  
bu t the ,L ord  deliver^tlv them oiu-.of them a n .” H e 
Hi{lruHed you in tha t  maxim o f ‘^>lortion, whirti 
iHtimatcs that wifdom- is a tree o f  life to them  that 
retain her. H e  qu ickened  y o u r  faith by  that of 
Ezekiel,  h inting that the d ry  bones fliould l ive ;  and 
taught you  the fong o f  Mofes, who, fpcaking 4n 
the chara t le r  o f  G od , fays, “  I kill, and I m ak t ,"  
alive and  who, p ro n o u n c in g  the law, fays,

“  T h ro u g h
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^ T h r o u g h  this th ing  ye  fhall p ro lo n g  y o u r  days 
in the land  w hither yc  go o v e r  Jo rd a n  to poflefs

O  glorious, ra th e r  than m clancho ly  day , when 
the barbarous A ntiochus kindled his flames, arid, 
with m ore  than favage rage, hea ted  his caldrons,

• and bcnind to the to r tu re  the feven children o f  this 
) daughter  o f  A braham ! when he tore  o u t  their 

/  tongugs, and p u t  ou t  their eyes with the m olt  mali- I

cious and  w anton  cn ie l ty !  A t  that time the ju f t ice  
o f  G o d  did, and  always will punifh fuch barbarities 
on, the au thors o f  them : bu t thefe pious fons^and 
their  m o th er  were rem oved  to blifs e te rn a l ; adm itted 
to  the com pany o f  their  r ighteous forefathers, an d  
have received o f  the G od , to whom they intruffed 
them , their  fouls, in a pure  and  immortal ftate. T o  
that G o d  be everlafting g lory  !

P H I L O’s E M B A S S Y
T O  T H E

E M P E R O R  CAI US  CAL I GUL A,
F R O M  T H E

J E W S  OF A L E X A N D R I A .
^ ----------------------------------

P R ' i r T A T O R Y  D I S C O U R S E .
4

B Y  T H E  A U T H O R .  *

W
I L L  the time never  arrive  when the ex p e 

rience ai»d knowledge o f  age will fuper- 
fede the folly o f  y o u th ?  W h e n  we have 

arrived to the age o f  fourlcore , and  o u r  heads are 
(i7erlprt:ad with grey  hairs, fhall we continue to aft 

ch ildren? W h a t  can be more abfurd than to 
place a dependence  on for tune , which is fu b jed  to 
( ontinual variation and u.icertainty, a n d  negleft the 
d if la tc s  y f  reafonable nature, which is fixed in abfb- 
lute im rrntability  ? Is  it not to invert  and  confound 
the ju ft  o rd e r  and  value o f  things, to confider thofe 
a s -certainties which are every  m om ent liable to 
change, and neg lef t  thofe which in their  nature  are 
incapable o f  alteration  and d ecay?  T h e  reafon o f  
this e r ro r  is, that prefent objefts ftrike m en  o f  weak 
clif^ernment, whofe fphere o f  obfervation is <oo 

-^.untrafted to reach thofe at a diflance: and  peop le  
of this charaf tc r  d ep en d  m ore  on the ev idence o f

the fenfes, how ever deceiving, than on  the opera
tions o f  ju d g m e n t ;  but the reafoning faculties muft 
be em ployed  to form ideas refpefcling future events ,  
and the nature o f  invifible things. T h e  eye o f  the 
foul, how ever, is by far more penetra ting  and  qu ick  
than that o f  the body, excep ting  when its power is 
deftroyed by an intem perate  indulgence o f  lu x u ry  in 
eating and  drink ing , o r ,  which indeed ma>^ be ju fl ly  
confidered as the greateft misfortune, by ignorancc 
and  flupidity , natura lly  proceed ing  from the neg
left  o f  roufing  the m ental faculties from  a  ftate o f  
fhameful inattiv ity .  “

So num erous and  wonderful have been the events 
that  have o cc u rre d  in o u r  own days, that it is unne- 
ceflary to re c u r  to  the hiflory o f  ancient times to  
p rove  the exiflence o f  an over-ruling  P rovidence , 
which protefts  all people o f  v irtue ^nd p ie ty ,  but 
particularly  thofe wno adhere and  fqA c the Alm ighty
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v i th  due hum ility  anti veneration . T h e  C haldeans 
call fuch people  Hraelites, fignifving that  they arc  
the beholders o f  the L o rd ;  which is a blefTing infi
n ite ly  I'uperior to all the riches o f  the univerfc .

I f  we are  infpircd with awe, an d  difpofed t6 -a 
m odeft  and re fpcd fu l  depor tm en t,  by  the prefence 
o f  a father, a g o v e rn o r ,  o r a prccentor> what glori
ous advantages m ay we not proniife to ourfelves in 
cKaUing o u r  imaginations beyond  all ea r th ly  crca- 
lures, and  familiarizing o u r  fouls to the con tem pla
tion^ o f  an  un c rea ted  B eing  in the perlon o f  the Al- 
n i i^ i ty ,  whole blelfcdnefs, beauty, and  goodncfs, 
inhnitc iy  tranfcend  ev e r j  idea we can fonn  o f  per- 
feflion  ! I t  is not pollible for words tO 'g iv e  an ade- 
(juatc defcription o f  the Suprem e Being, who is fo 
ia r  above ou r  weak conccption, that, if we advance, 
b y  the  fcale o f  his a ttributes,  with a view to fearch 
into the nature  o f  the G re a t  O rig in  o f  things, the 
m y f te ry  flill appears-u tter ly  incomprehcnfible. If  
the fentiriients o f  the whole creation were to be d e 
c la red  b y  one  tongue, no ju l t  explanation  could  be 
g iven o f  his om nipotence manifefted in the fonna- 
lion  o f  the w orld ;  his fuprcm e d ign ity  and p rov i
den tia l  wifdom, by  which it is governed ; and his 
u n e r r in g  ju ft ice ,  in the diflribution o f  punifliments 
and  rewards. T h e  d iv ine  vengeance is even  to be 
accoun ted  am ong the things which opera te  to  the  
bcacfit*of m ank ind ;  for it affords us a confcioufncfs 
o f  o u r  delin tjuency, and  deters  us from regulating 
o u r  c o n d u t l  m  compliance with w ickcd  examples.^

C  H  A  P.  I.

The great and unviterrxipied Fclicity o f  the JirJl Se
ven Months o f  the Reign o f  the Emperor C A lU S  
C A L IG U L A , the HucceJJor o f T IB E R IU S .

.Cilipili fuc- 
;ecd-
kii, tnd tlic 
pCi-uliar h«p- 
p;nelt of ihe 
lirft fcven 
monclii ol' hit 
rtijn.

the deccafe o f  T ib e r iu s ,  the im pe
rial dignity  devo lved  to  Caius Cali

gula, who m ay ju l l ly  be confidered as 
affording a m od  l ink ing  inltance in con
firmation o f  the fentimcnts given in the 
above in trodufto ry  difcourfc. W h e n  this 
prince aflumed the th rone, the G reeks 

and  Barbarians, foldiers and  burgliers, lived in a 
Hate o f  b ro therhood, and  in the mittual interchange 
o f  the offices o f  aff’etlion and fnendOiip; and a p ro 
found tranquillity  prevailed both by fea and land in 
all the provinces in  the different quarte rs  o f  the 
globe. T h e  hanpinefs o f  Caligula was fo ex t ra o r 
d inary ,  as almoft to exceed  cred ib ility ; for the pro- 
fufion of the good fortune which he en jo y ed  ex ceed 
e d  his moft fanguine hopes. H e  poffcfl'ed an im- 
menfe treafure in coin, gold and filver m anufaA ured  
into articles o f  ufe and  o rnam ent,  and  a great ( uan- 
t i ty  o f  thofe valuable metals unw rought.  His force 
both by  fea and land was p rodig ious; and  the fource 
o f  his revenues was in ex h au lt ih le ; for ev e ry  inha
bited  part o f  the world contribu ted  towards the ex- 
pences  o f  his gH 'crnnieju. T h e  E uphra tes  and  the

P a r t i j u l a r i  I
rrfjirilMig I

cxtrjnr. 
d i n  i t y  c a C c ,  ,

abtnJwiiif, 
a n d  f e f i v i t j r /

R hine  are the two rivers which formed the b o u n d a 
ries o f  his em pire  ; the firft bo rd e rin g  up o n  ( rc r-  
mahy and  rtther ba jb aro u s  nations, and the other 
upon  the countries o f  the Parth ians, the Sarmati- 
ans, the Scythians, See. who were people equally  
uncivilized with thofe o f  G e rm an y .  I 'p o n  the con
tinent,  as well as in the iflands, nothing 
was know n but the moft perfeft hap ii- 
nefs; for the people  o f  R om e and Ita y, 
and thofe o f  the feveral provinct s o f  Kii- 
ro p e a n d  Afia, palfcd their time in a kind 
o f  un in te rrup ted  feftival. I n  fliort, no _ .
inftance could  be p ro d u ced  wherein pcoplf* haa-en- 
jo y e d  fuch remarkable eal'e and fri.'cdom u n d er  any  
o tner  p rince , o r  had, in o ther  rc fpedls, been fo p e
culiarly  favoured  with the blcffings o f  P rov idcnce .  
People in general had fuch confiderablc portions of 
all thofe advantages which con tr ibu te  to  foim the 
happinefs o f  life, that they had  no defires re m a in 
ing ungratified. In  the feveral villages, towns, and  
cities, altars, v ittims, fecrifices, m en  clothed in 
white, and  ad o rn ed  with garlands, horfe-racings, 
mufical concerts ,  m e r ry  meetings, dancing  to the 
lute and  harp ,  and  all o th e r  kinds o f  en te r ta in 
ments and recreations that can be conceived, were to 
be continuallv  met w ith ; v h i l e  the coun tenances  of 
the people fullv expren 'ed the jo y  and  latisfaQion o f  
the ir  hearts. I n  fnort, fuch was the abundance  of 
all the necefl'aries an d  conveniences o f  life, and fo 
univerfal were tiie con ten tm en t  and  pleafiire, that 
debtors and creditors , domeftics and their  fuperi- 
ors, com m on p eo p le ,  and thole in exa lted  flations, 
were e q u a ls ' 'n a p p y ;  and  it appeared  as if  the p o e 
tical defcr ip t '- '"  o f  S a tu rn ’s golden age was real 
ized . This IVite ul" gei.pf-aj^elif ity continued  d u r 
ing the firft feven m onths o T u fe  reign o f  Caligula.

C H A P .  II.

C A IIG U L A  is attacked hy a dangereiis Diflemper; in 
confeqiunce o f which tiu  Inhabitants o f  the diffe
rent Provinces are deeply concerned; but the Reco
very o f  the Emperor proves a Ctrcumflance produc- 
tive o f Joy  equal to their fo rm er AfjliUion.

\

A V I N G  abandoned  that tem pe- The »mper.̂ r 
rate and healthful courfe o f  living »''i‘ »i 1 1 .1 -r>i ■■ 1 • 1 violent difcjfc

H
which he had f tr id l j  ad h e red  to in the 
time o f  his fucceflbr T iberius ,  and  having indqlged 
him felf b y  unfeafonable bathing, immodt,rat6 eat
ing and  drinking, and  all the luxuries, riotous ex- 
ceiK and  liberties o f  the cou r t ,  in the eighth mq^ith 
o f  his reign Caligula was a ttacked  by a violent and 
dangerous difeale. T o  fuch an excefs did  he carry  
his in tem perance, that, unfatisfied with immoderate 
eating and d rink ing ,  it was his cuftom to  take eme
tic draughts, in o rd e r  that, by  clearing his ftomat!^. 
he m ight the fooner re tu rn  to  the m dulgence  oT 
luxury .  H e  was violently  addifcted to ev e ry  f^iecies

o f
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the m oft abom inable fenfuality, am d praflifed 
uncieanncffes with e ither fex; for, accord ing  to the 
inipulfcs o f  his depraved^ inclinations, he gratified 
the com m on palTion in an, in lc rcourfe  with the o ther 
fcx, and  that niinatural lull, the bare m ention o f  
u h ich  canno t fail to fill the minds o f  tho le  who pof- 
fcfs the fmallcft veftiges o f  the principles even but 
dillantly  allied to v irtue, with allonilhmcnt, horror,  
and dctcUation. In  Oiort, his ungovernable  and 
fcnru!ll appetites led him into every, kind o f  debau- 

^chery that could  tend to the deltru<:lion o f  the union 
1)ctwcen foul and b o d y ;  for as the blclFings o f  found 

‘ uLrfWi and v ig o u r  o f  body  are the natural tonfo- 
qu cn cc?n )f  tcitipcrancc and regu la ri ty ;  lb, on  the 
co n tra ry ,  debility , d iieale ,  and  death are p roduced  
by an unrc llra ined  indu lgence o f  inordm ate  de- 
fircs.

T h e  em p ero r’s d iflem per feizcd him in 
the beginning  o f  au tum n, at which feafon 
the Ihips em ployed  in trad ing  to different 
quarte rs  o f  the g lobe, whicn could not 

w in ter in foreign parts ,  were under  the neceHity o f  
failing for their ref'peftive countries. By m eans o f  
the Ihippin^, intelligence o f  the em p ero r’s dange r
ous indifpolition was in a Ihort time com m unicated  
to  all parts o f  the w orld ; in con leq u en ce  w hereof a 
general m ourn ing  and  lamentation took place o f  
the fatisfatlion and  pleafure that the people ha<l u n 
in terrup ted ly  en jo y ed  till the arrival o f  the affiifcling 
news. T h e  towns and  houfes were filled with al- 
l l itlion and  m ourn ing ,  in proportion  to the great 
happinefs they had befbre en jo y ed ;  the indifpo itton 
o f  the em pero r  p roved  the folirce o f  great afiflitlit)n 
to the fevcral provinces, who, i n d e c ^  were mor^q 
leverely troubled than Culig i^Khisirtlf;  for he on ly  
fuHered corporeal paiHj'*whifc the people laboured 
u n d e r  the moft cxquifue  diftrefs o f  m ind, being

Cotwern o f 
the )>C(>pl(, on 
licirine 01 hit 
illnefs.

)cace they had fo long 
, and that their l iv t j ,  
d be I’ubjcQed to th<j

T l.e ir excrf- 
lU-c jojr at his 
recover̂ .

nutted to 
fors fa||ne

terr ib ly  appr^henfive tli ĵ«*?frcr 
en joyed  would be interruptcc 
liberties and  poffeflions, wou 
moft imminent d an g e r ;  and  they re lleftcd that the 
death o f  princes \vas generally  followed b y  war, fa
mine, depopula tion ,  rapine , unprifonment, ahd  o- 
ther dreadful calamities; and thefe confiderations 
increafed their uneafinefs nearly  to a ftate o f  d^- 
Ipair. In  fhort, the reco v e ry  o f  Caligula was the 

'only circumftance in which they could place the 
fmalleft hopes o f  fu ture locurity o r  happinefs.

T h e  em peror now’ began to  reco v e r  his 
form er ftate o f  health; and  the happy  
news o f  this event was immediately tranf- 
the moft diflant t]uart«rs o f  the univcrii;; 
travels with the rap id ity  o f  lightning. 

T h e  giateful infbrmatior. re fpetl ing  the increafing 
health o f  Caligula, created  in the people  the uimolt 
iffiMtience for the news o f  his ixjrfeft reco v ery ;  
and, at length, by  divers expreffes, they  learnt that 
he was intirely re lto red  to his form er ftate o f  health 
and v igour;  in con lequence  o f  which the fcyeral 
jyovinces immediately recovered their tranquill i ty  

.and happinefs; and  this was the cafe wjih the inha
bitants O f  the iflcs, as well as the people upon the 

N o . 30.

contfncnt. In  fine, th e  m em ory  o f  man could n o t  
produce a n  inllance where the prefervation o f  % 
particu lar prince  had been producHve o f  fuch uni- 
verfal tranlports  o f  j o y  to  any  people o r  nation, as 
were manifelled on  oecalion o f  the recovery  o f  Ca
ligula. I t  appeared  as if, by  a m om entary tranfi- 
tion, the people  had been removed from a ftate o f  
barbarifm to that o f  fociable and civil l i f e ; from 
the dilorder and confufion o f  dcferts lo  the itKula- 
rity o f  political com m unities; and thefe were the 
canfct^yicnces which the people experienced, upon 
im agining that, fince Cafiguia was recovered ,  tney  
ihould ftill en joy the happinefs o f  living in fubjcftioii 
to , and under toe p ro tea i l)n  of, thoir generous and 
lawful fovcfreign. l iu t  people im moderately re
jo iced  in their fuppofed gqi>d fortune, not b r in g  
aware on what a very  precarious foundation their 
hopes o f  fu ture  happinels were built. •

C  H  A  P. l i l .

C A L IG U LA  Joon prove% h 'm jtlj  a M other o f  Ty
ranny, o f  which he exhibits a J lriU vg  Injiance.

T N  a (hort time the condua o f  C a l i p -  
A  la atio rded  a convii.cmg p ro o f  that m̂ nWini to 
m ankind are ant to form erroneous  judg-  tannerron*. 
ments, and  adopt wrong m ealuresj  and 
tjiat their  at\ions are more generally the prmcn. 
refult o f  precarious op in ion , than the 
confequencc o f  a real knowledge a* to  the ce rta in  
fUte and nature  o f  things. T h e  profufion o f  boun
ties and favours which he had diftributed in all parts 
o f  E urope  and Afia, had acquired  Caligula the re 
putation  o f  being the moft illuftrious character that 
had been known, w hether he was conlidered as a 
public o r  a private benefa tlo r 1 but this prince fo far 
degenera ted  from that fpecimen he aflbrded in the 
early  part  o f  his re ign, whence it was univerfally 
concluded  that he would |4rove a moft c.i«ui.g*ve. 
glorious example to all luLurc fovercigns, prtui of n 
as to becomc a m o ftex ecrab lc  n io n f tc ro f  Jifc
ty ran n y  and c r u e l t y : o r ,  perhaps it 
would be mofl p rope r  to  fay, no divcfted himfclf o f  
the mafk o f  hypocril'y , and  betrayed  to  the world 
his natural tyrannical ,  malevolent, and  cruel difpo- 
lition.

T h e  em pero r  T iberiu s  had a  grand- Hitin»r«ii. 
child , the offspring o f  his fon D ru fu s ;  lude to Hit 
and  this grandchild  received the name o f  preOcctffuf, 
T ib e r iu s ;  and  Caius Caligula, the ne- o f

phew o f  the em pero r  T iberius ,  was die yjum Tib*- 
delcenden t o f  C crm anicus. In  prefer- 
cnee to the young  T iberius ,  the cnjperer nominated 
Caligula to  the miperial fuccclfion, on the cond i
tion that he fhoulu acknowledge the great obliga
tion o f  his advancem ent to the throne, by oblerv- 
ing a due  re fp e d  and attention towards his kinliiian. 
B u t  Caligula , inftead o f  being touchcd with g ra ti
tude  upon his advancem ent,  by^adoption, to that 

7 L  ) dig-
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dignified itaiion which Tiberivis had a r igh t to  en jo y  
ill v i r tu e ’o f  his birlli, carried  his inhum anity  to (uch 
a n  excels as to canfe the death  o f  his nea r  kinrman, 
tlie coheir  o f  the th rone  and the im m ediate  fuccell'or 
ol' the em p ero r  T ib er iu s ,  u n d er  tlie p re tex t that the 
you th  had engaged in a  con fp iracy  for depriv ing  
t i im o f  life. T h e  tender  ag e  of^Tiberius con  l i tu ted  
a  funicient p ro o f  tliat the accufation ad d u ced  againft 
h im  was founded  in u t te r  im probability .  I t  was the 
ccneraHy received opin ion , tha t  had T ib e r iu s  been 
b u t  a few years o lder,  he would indifputably have 
b e e n  ap po in ted  the fuccedbr o f  his gratmfather, 
who, it was alfo fuppofed^ w ould  have renwved*Ca- 
ligula , againft whom he had  already conccivcd  fome 
jealoufy .

Caligula adop ted  the following means 
with the execrab lc  view o f  efTetting the 
d e l l ru d io n  o f  young T iberius ,  with whom 
com m on juftice ftiould have i n t r u d e d  
him to fliare jo in t ly  the fo v c re ig n ^ .  H e  

funimoned T iberius  into his prefence, and  allembled 
a  council o f  his friends, to whom he addrelFed a dif- 
courfe  to the following p u rp o fe ;  “  T o w a rd s  this 
you th  (meaning T ib er iu s j  I  entdrtain not on ly  that 
re g a rd  which is due to him as being m y coufin g er
m an , bu t  I even eltecni him with the u tm olt tenaer-  
n o fso f  a b r o th e r ;  and there is notliing I m ore  anxi- 
oufly  defire than  to admit him to  an  equal fliare 
o f  the fovcreignty, in compliance with the laft wilt 
an d  telVament o f  his grandfather. B u t,  alas! weafre 
fully fenfible that you th  and, inexperience  arc  u n 
equa l  to the weighty cares o f  governm ent.  T h e  
tender age of . T iberius  renders it neceflary  that lie 
(hould be placed under the d iref tion  o f  a governor.  
W o u ld  it not then be an inltancc o f  extrem e im p ru 
dence to invcQ the youth  with a commiffion for the 
cxercife  o f  au thority  o v e r  others ? B u t that his time 
o f  life is an im pedim ent, I would joy fu lly  divide 
with T iberius  the fovereign d ign ity ;  w iie reby l  (hould 
re lieve m yfelf from one par t  o f  the laborious officc 
o f  govern ing  fo m any  nations, and re n d e r  lefs for- 

the danger 1 an. continually  exppfed to ,  o f  
finking under  the b u rden  o f  public  adniinillration. 
So great is m y aB ed io n  for T iberiu s ,  that I here  
folemnly pledge m yfelf to receive him as a f(m and a 
pupil,  and  faithfdlly to  acquit m yfelf  towards him in 
the ch a ra t te rs  o f  a father and  a  g o v e r n o r ; and, let 
i t  be oblerved, that from this m onient he is to  be  
confidered as being under  m y particu la r  an d  imme
diate protection .”

T h is  artful addrefs fo powerfully  op era 
ted  upon  the auditors  as to  rem ove every  
obilruclion  to  the abom inable defign which 
Caligula had conceived  o f  efFecting the 
ruin o f  the young  p rince . H is  harangue, 

in ltead o f  confirming the aaop tion ,  and fecuring to 
T ib e r iu s  the dignity which by virtue o f  his birth he 
had  a right to  en joy, e f fed u a lly  exc luded  him from 
the  benefit o f  the grant which had  been  paQed in his 
f a v o u r ; a n d  Caligula had now a full pow er and  o p 
po r tu n i ty  o f  pu tt ing  his treacherous defigns againft 
T iberius  in to cx ec iu io n ,  w ithou t fear o f  controul o r  
o p p o l i t io n ; for tlfc R o m an  law invefts paren ts  with

Further ef-
hii
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an abfolute au tho ri ty  o v er  th ? ir  children , and givvis 
to  the fupreme in a^ f tra te  an equa lly  abfolute and 
u n co n tro u b b le  pow er over the people. T o  effe6t his 
infamous purpol'c, therefore , Caligula  had on ly  to 
accufe T iberius  o f  being an enem y, and  to c o n d u t l  
himfelf towards the youth  accord ingly . In  ihort,  
this m ode o f  behaviour he ad o p te d ;  no r  was he 
touched  with cnmpaffion on accoun t o f  the ten d e r  
age o f  his kinfman, the circuniftance o f  having  
known him from his earlieft years, his exalted  birth , ^  
and the education he had  received, as the appa ren t/^  
he ir  to the throne. U to i i  the dccea(c o f  D r u f u s ^  
T iberiu s  was to n f id e rea  ra ther  as the immediitic fou 
than tlie grandchild  o f  the em peror.

I t  is re lated o f  Caligula, that, in the ac- 
com plilhm ent o f  his c rue l  d'elign againlt 
T iberius ,  he com m anded the youth  to b e 
com e his own ex e cu t io n e r  in the prefencc 
o f  a num ber o f  tribunes and centurions, 
who were prohibited  from  aHiftijig^him in the a f l i o n : 
and  the p re tence  o f  the barbarous  ty ran t on  this oc- 
cafion was, that it w ould  prove a circum ltancc d e 
rogatory  to the imperial d ignity , i f  the blood o f  the 
de lcenden ts  o f  roya lty  was pexmitted to  be I'pilt by 
any but royal hands. Caligula was am bitious o f  the 
reputa tion  o f  being a m olt rigid obferver o f  legal 
f(jrms, though  he Tcrupled not to commit m urd er ,  
and  offer o th e r  mofl d a r ing  violations againft all the 
laws o f  G o d  a n d  m a n ;  an d  to conceal his enorm ous 
wickednefs, he had  recourfc  to  an abominable hy- 
pocrily  in p re tend ing  that he a f ted  u n d e r  the influ
ence o f  a religious intention^

T h is  unhappy  and  innocen t  young 
>rince w h o h a 4  never been witnefs to the 
■pilling o f  blocfl^ eitl:«r> in real engage

ments o r  the rep re fen ta t io if t 'o f  battles, 
whirh during  the time? o f  peace are prac- 
tiled by  the m ili ta ry  people*, prefen tcd  his 
throat to  the fpeftators, intreatine them 
refpeflively  to  p u t  an end to  his life : bu t 
they all declined a co m p lian ce ;  in con fequence  o f  
which he took a pon iard ,  and  rcquellcd  to  be in 
formed to  what part o f  his body  h e  could m oll effec
tually  direfci the weapon to p u t  a tpeedy  period to 
am ilc rah le  exifteiice. T h e y  in l l r u a e d  him where to 
ftrike, and  he inllantly  followed their d i re Q io n s ^  
continu ing  to repeat his Itrokes while his ftrength  
r^imained. T h u s  did the ty ranny  o f  Caligula u rge 
T ib er iu s  to the defpcrate  ex trem ity  o f  depriv ing h im 
felf o f  life.

C  H  A  P. IV .

M A C R O , Commander o f  the Pretorian Troopi, nc~ 
pojhdatts with C AL IG U LA  on the Impropriety o jh ii  
ConduB. The Tyrant mojl ungratefully pxtti both 
M A C R O  and hii Wife k r j)eath .

H a v i n g  elFefted the deftruftion  o f  c«HeuU’i 2 ^  
T iberius ,  wlwm he had confidered  fi|n Oil (he 

as the only  perfon  likely to  become a  com-
3 petitor

Tibciiui, on- 
n|>ericnceilm 
bloodOicil, 
cntvei direc> 
lion where 
point thewct. 
fm , and, af- 
l«  repeated 

killi
h im feir.



•Chap. IV.] P H I L O ’S E M n A S S Y  T O C A I U S  C A L I G U - L A . 595

^ t i t o r  for the pofTcflion o f  the foverfign  dignity , 
Caligula im agiiird  that there now remained no  tnaii 
of lufficient confcqnencc to raife a par ty  apainH him, 
or to in terrupt him in the ty rann ica l  cxcrcifc o f  go- 
v e rn in e n t ; and he de term ined  that M acro ,  the com- 
m an d er  o f  the P rcto rian  band^, lliould be tlie nex t 
o b je t t  o f  his c rue l ty  and ingratitude, 
iii.kindoffi' CalijTula was indebted^ to M acro  for 
ee» to thrtm. m any  im portant fcrvices after hi.s advance- 

”  m en t to the t h r o n e ; bu t his zealous endca- 
\  vours  in favour o f  the em peror are  not to

. — be confidered as an y  ev idence o f  ex trao rd in ary  at,- 
tachmeif*,; fince it will be found that court parafiit-s 
are ever attetidant up o n  pcjfons. in exalted  ftaiioils, 
whole inclinations it is the bufinefs o f  their lives lo 
confuit and gratify. W h ile  Caligula rem ained in 
a private  l o t io n ,  however, he received  m any  in- 
f tan ceso f  friendfhip from M a c ro ;  and it was p r inc i
pally  through his influence that T ib er iu s  .was induced  
to nom inate Caligula as the fuccefl'or to the imperial 
dignity .
Semimtnti «f ’I 'hc  em p cro r  T iberius  being a m an  o f  
TibCTimte- long  cxpcriencc  in the world-, and  o f  an 

uncom m on  fagarity  and  depth o f  pene- 
tration, it will confem ien tly  W  fuppofed 

that he pofTefled a know ledge o f  the hum an h e a r t ;  
and indeed he was in this point inferior to  no man o f  
his time. T ib e r iu s  conceived  a v e ry  ftrong fufpicion 
and jealoufy  that C a l i^ i la  was an invetera te  enem y 
to the whole C laudian Tamily, and that if he e n te r 
ta ined any tcndcrnefs  o f  regard  towards any o f  thole 
with whom he was connefted  by  the  ties o f  confan- 
p i in i ty ,  his afFeftion was confined intiroly to  his re- 

I lations o n  his m o ther’s fide: an d  bence ne became 
 ̂ exceedingly  d iilrefled ofl accoun t o f  his grandchild .
 ̂ who, after his deccafe,*he feared might be expofed 

to great difficulties and  danger.  H e  confidered Ca- 
L lipula as wholly unequal to  the im portant office o f  
t govern ing  foextenfive an  empire, deem ing  him, from 

the inconfiflency o f  his words and  aSion.s, and the 
levity  o f  his general behaviour, to be difqualified 

; Irom fuccefsfully engaging in undertakings wh*!rein
* folidity o f  ju d g m en t  and  patient fortitude were re- 
! q u i re u ;  and ,  in Oiort, fo volatile and  uncerta in  was 

his co n d u f t ,  as to poIFefs peop le  with an opinion that 
he was in fe d e d  with fomc degree  o f  lunacy .

M acro  ufcd every  noflible means to re- 
k jhiy m fa. movc thc unfavouraolc imprenions that 
iXw.he*''* T ib e r iu s  en ter ta ined  rf.rpetlmg C a l ig u la : 
laic rmperor. K'ving thc Hrongclt all’uranccs that he hela 

the per ibn  and  dignity  o f  the em p ero r  in 
the jjigh^ft deference and  v e n e ra t io n ; alferting that 

I  he cncriflied a molt tender regard  and refpecl for his 
kinfman, and had repeatedly declared that he would 
ftliidly refign in  his favour every  pre tcnfion to thc 
r«ght o f  fuccceding to  thc th ro n e ;  add ing  that it was 
the misfortune o f  Caligula to  have thc natural ino- 
dclly and  referve o f  his tem per in te rp re ted  in to  a 
" a n t  o f  fpirit and d ifcernm cnt.  T befc  perfuafions 

«“iW not opera te  with the defired cfl'efct upon  the em- 
^cro^ ; and  when M acro  perce ived  this, he propofcd
lo engage his own perfon  as a fecurity that  Caligula

Hu Ajppa'rii 
inilucemrnt (■ 
ihitt>«tuviow{ 
which Uchief. 
ly  »rcriUfd to 
hii wile.

would not prove unw prthy  p f  the encomiums which 
he had palfed upon him. M acro  having in many in- 
ftahcds approved himfolf a man o f  fidelity and dif- 
c r tf io n ,  and manifeffed his firm af{«chment to T ib e 
rius, in the d ifcovery  of, and  rn ido ring  aboriivc thc 
coniy)iracy o f  Scjanus, there apptiared no rcaforr tu 
entertain the leaft doub t  o f  his honour in thc prcfcnt 
mediatioii.

M acro  was fo indefatigable in p rom o
ting the intereft o f  Caligula, that he avail
ed ninilVlf o f  vvery  (^ p o r tu n i ty  o f  influ- 
e n r in g  T iberiu s  in his favour, b y  aflidn- 
ouliy endcnvoHring to defend him agaitirt 
uncerta in  fufpicions and fitrmifes, indeterm inate  ac- 
cufations, and  prejudicial reports . In  fliort, had  
Caligula been his own b ro th e r ,  o r  even his fon, he 
could  not have laboured with a m ore unrem itting  a t
tention in his (fcrvice. M any  were o f  opinion tha t  
M acro  exertfcd his intereil with the em pero r  in confi- 
deration o f  thc g rea t  deference and rcli>ed obferved 
towartis him by C aligula : bu t a ftill g rea ter  num ber 
fuppofed M acro’s condu£l to  p roceed  from the per- 
fuufions o f  bis w ife ; alledging that, being engaged in 
an in trigue with Caligula, (he was induced, by private  
reafons, inceffantly to u rge  her hufband to fiifFer no 
occafion to efcape o f  rendering  proofs o f  friendfhip 
to the young man : and it is kntrwn that it is fc a rc e lr  
poffible to refill the perfuafive addrefs o f  an artful 
woman. Ueing en tire ly  ignoran t  and unfufpicious 
o f  his wife’s infidelity, M acro  believed her carelfes 
tA be proofs o f  t h e  violcHce o f  h e r  a f fe f t io n : an d  
the infinuatitig artifices praftil'ed u p o n  him o p era ted  
fo powerfully, that he confidered the v e ry  perfons 
who were treacheroufly  labouring  to deftroy  nis hap- 
pinefs, as bearing  towards him the mofl fincerc and  
exalted friendfhip.

H aving  manifefled his a ttachment to 
Caligula by repeatedly  affording him re
l ie f  in great extremities, wherein hts life 
was in the mofl imminent danger,  .Macro 
conceiYcd that h ism an y -an d  fignal fcrvices intitled, 
him to  fomc authority , anu' that he m,ight ttience 
prefumc to fpcak with more freedom than would be 
confiftcrrt with the fituation of any  o ther peribn. 
M ac ro  was exceedingly aiixious to previ.n» Caligula 
from indulging inclinations that would be p ro d u u iv e  
o f  mifchievous confequcnccs, and to  guard his m ind  
from being co rrup ted  by the example and  influence 
o f  o th e r s :  and in this inffance his conduf t  bore  
fomc rcfemblance to that o f  an  ingenious artift, who 
is folicitous to  prefcrve his p ro d u d io n s  in a lafting 
ftate o f  p c r lcd ion .  , ^  .

W h e n  he uercc ivcd  Caligula afleep at 
table, it was liis cuflom to ro u fe  him , and 
to obfcrve that, bcfides being indecen t , ,  
his indulgence argiicd an high degree o f  
im prudence ,  fince it expofed htni to  the »ad uiAcfom- 

power o f  any  perfon  s<ho migln conceive 
the horr id  d^cfign o f  perpe tra ting  an affaffination 
when dancers  and tum blers fb engrofled the em pe
ror's a t tention, that he could  .not refrain, from an 
imitation o f  tlieir gcftures and  a td tu d cs j  when he

gave
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•^cTor who is ind ifpu tab lj '  m ore  converfan t ihan  him- 
icPf in the fciencc o f  pcrfiiics. Since the m an is fo 
extravagantly  vain as to  f'uppofc hiinfelf' qualified to 
inftru£l,me in the duties o f  my royal Ib t io n ,  it would 
afford me no inconfiderable  fatisfatlion to  learn
v'hich are  tiie p a r ticu la r  branches in the art o f  g o 
vernm ent wherein he excels, and I am m yfelf d e 
ficient. F ro m  my tendercif infancy I have been 
trained  up to a Wnowlcdge of the myllerics o f  go- 
vcrmrt^nt and (late affairs; and  my in ltruftors  have 

jb cen  nuinerous and  re fp e t iab lc ;  for in d an ce ,  my 
‘rather, brothers, uncles, confins, grandfathers , and 
zrea t ,  g randfathers ; and  furely I derive fomething 
from a Tv.ng and u n in te rrup ted  fucceffion o f  fo man> 
great  princes, in a d i r e d  line, both on the fide of' 
m y father and iikewil'e on that o f  m y m o th e r ;  and 1 
might prefum e on the feeds o f  the roya^ virtues which 
are naturally  implanted in thofe who are born  to guide 
the reins o f  governm ent.  It  will be allowed that 
ch ild re i^frequen tly  lefem ble  their parents in the 
features o f  the face, motions, attitudes, depor tm en t,  
gefture, inclinations, hum ours , habits, manners, and 
in many o ther  re fp e t ls ;  no r  ca i^ it  be den ied  that tlie 
v ir tues  o f  royalty , and  the qualifications neceffary 
for public  adm iniflration, are infufed into the very  
blood o f  thofe who are dt flined to the com m and o f  
a people. Shall this contem ptible do ta rd ,  then, 
pr'. 'lume to becom e my inflruclor in the art o f  which, 
from his obfcure birth and inferior flation in life, he 
muff of  neccfhty be intirely ignorant, and  in the 
myfleries o f  which I der ived  an intuitive knowledge 
even with my firft b reath , being defcended from a 
long line o f  illuilrious anceitors, and  qualihcd by 
nature for com m and and  e m p ire ? ”
CaliguU He- T h e  enm ity  o f  Caligula continued daily 
uimi,rst.) to increafe, and it arrived , at length, to 
dc.tr,,y Macro degree, that he formed the bar
barous determ ination  o f  facrihcing the life o f  M acro  
to his revenge, l i e  now em ployed  himfelf in fug- 
’cfting the means o f  executing  his horrid defign, re- 

o lv in g  to exhibit  an accufation againff M acro , but 
wholly regardlefs as to its being founded in fatt. 
W hile  he was revolving this fubje£l in his m ind , he 
conceived that an exprL-fTion ufed by M acro  afforded 
him a favourable opportun ity  o f  advancing  a crim i
nal charge againlf him, which would bear a p lauhble  
appearance and effectually anfwer his purrK)fe. 'I 'he 
following arc the w ordson  which Caligula determ ined  
to found his accufation againit M a c ro :  “  Caligula is 
an em p ero r  o f  m y own m ak ing ;  :u)d the obligations 
he owes to me are  far g rea te r  than what he owes even 
to his father. T h r ic e  did  T iberius  refblve to put him 
to death, but as *)ften did I exert  my influence, 
w hereby the v iolence oi the e m p e ro rs  rage was 
averted, and  the life o f  the you th  preferved . A fte r  
the deceafe o f  T ib e r iu s  I fu r ren d ered  to Caligula the 
Pretorian  bands, over  whom 1 held the com m and, 
exhor ting  th em  to obferve a rigid obed ience to 
him, a« (f  admonifhing them that the em pire  could  
Jifit be p referved  en tire  and in perfeA fecurity ,  un-
• Icfs the fovereign au thority  was invefled  in one 
perfon.”

N o. 30.

He puo M i
cro CO (lejth, 
« u h  h ii wife, 
and >11 their 
domeftiM.

M any  perfons bore teftimony that M a
cro  I'.ad, in their prefence, fpoken pre- 
cifely to the above jiurpofe ; but thelc 
people  were intirely ignorant o f  the treach 
ery ,  diffimuhition, and conlum m ate art o f  
Caligula. Ii\ fhort,  a fVw days only havingelapfed , 
Caligula cau ird  the death o f  the unhappy M acro and 
his wile. I'liis ingratiiticK- and barb.iniy was the r e 
ward which M acro obiaiiu il for prefer\ mg the life o f  
Caligula, a ilvam ing  liiin 10 the* throne, and re n d e r 
ing him m;my o iher edcniial feivices. It  is re lated 
that Macrt) was coiiiprllod to put .in end to his own 
life ;  and that his wife was fubje tied  to the fame, ex- 
tremiiv', notwithllanding tlR' intimacy o i 'her  criminal 
in tercourfe  with Caligu a. But there is no poffibility 
of accounting  for the d ii’guft and loathing which fuc- 
ceed an inconllant and ill-placed love. Caligula car
ried his cruelty  to luch an excels, as to caufe all the 
domeflics o f  M acro  to be put to death.

C  H  A  l\ V .

CAT.K'tULA offended with hii Falhrr-in-law, M A R 
CUS -SYLANUS, fo r  offering hnn pnident and 

JrirnJh' Advice ; and ainjes him to be put to Death. 
This M urder folloroed by feveral others.

'"P ' i l l ' ' .  i-ferfidious and crui l Caligula hav- Fu.tiierm-' 
J .  mg eH ed ed  the m u rder  o f  T iberiu s ,  oi c . . '

who was the only perfon that he appre- 
lu'iuU'd might nccome a com peiitor lor , '
the imperial d ignity , and iub je tied  M acro  aiKl his 
whole family to a fun^ar fate, in requital for having 
repeatedly pre lerved his life, and, at length, fecurcu 
to him the lucceflioti of the th rone ; he now m edita
ted a third exploit,  the accomplilhmcnt o f  which he 
conceived would re t |u i re th e  uirnoff fkill and addrefs. 

M arcus Syhum.s, the fuher-iii  law of
Caligula, wa.s a man o f  great braver}', ___
generous fciitiments, and noWe extraction. j ,
Mis daughter  died at an early period of 
life; but lie Hill continued  to obl'erve an toCiiiEuUby 
ecpial. if not a (uperior, degree o f  re fp ed  Marmi SyU- 
and a ifed ion  u)waids Caligula, not dcmht 
ing but hi' Ihniild exiierience a due re tu rn  o f  kind- 
nefs and  e lleem ; for he was en tire ly  ignorant and 
unfufpicious o f  the real difpofuion o f  his iniquitous 
foil in-law. Sylanus, fieing naturally o f  a frank and 
open  tem per, frequently addrefled  Caligula on the 
fub jeds  o f  m orality  and politics, recommending to  
him a jull and equitable  adm inifhaiion o f  g o v e rn 
m ent, and an irreproachable c o n d u d  in private life, 
as the only  effectual means o f  realizing tliofe hopes 
the people had formed o f  en joying  a Hate o f  p er ie t t  
happinefs u n d e r  the dom inion o f  a irince wiio had 
a lready  afforded the inofl flattering i)ccimen o f  tlie 
admirable qualifications which he polft-ffed for the

f iroper exercile o f  the fund ions  of royalty. T o  this 
reedom  o f  difcourfe Sylanus was in fome degree  in .  

ti tled , in confequence o f  hiti rank in life and  hisneai 
7 M relationfhii)

P:\rticul;ir in,* 
ftatKCs oi the
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•peror who is ind ifpu tab lj’- m ore converfan t than him- 
|(.y in the fc ience o f  p(>Iitics. Since the man is fo 
ex travagantly  vain as to  I’uppofe himfeU qualified to 
inltriifct.nie in the duties o f  my royal Itation, it would 

\ allord me no inconfiderahle ratisf’ad io n  to learn  
( which are the par ticu la r  branches in the art o f  go-

I  vernmcnt wherein he excels, and I am m yfelf dc- 
licient. F rom  my tendorcit infancy I have iu en  
trained up to  a know ledge of the niylleries o f  go- 
verninent and Hate aH'airs; and my in l lru d o rs  h a \ e  

,h e e n  nuii'ertjus and re lp ec taM e; foi in llance, m)' 
rather, brothers, uncles, couHns, grandfathers , and 
zreat g ra n d fa th e r s ; and  furely I derive iomething 
from a f'.Dg and un in te rrup ted  luccelfion o f  lo many 
great princes, in a direci line, both on the lide of 
my father and likewile (;n iliat o f  my m o th e r ;  ami I 
infght p re lum e on the feeds o f  the royal virtues which 
are naturally implanted in thofc who are b(jrn to guide 
the reins o f  governm ent.  It will be alloweu that 
ch ildre ihfrequently  lefcm ble  their parents in the 
features o f  the face, motions, attitudes, depor tm em , 
gelture , inclinations, hum ours, habits, manners, and 
in many o ther refpeCls; nor car>,it be d en ied  that the 
virtues o f  royalty , and ihc (lualifications necefl'ary 
for public adm inillra tion , are  inful'ed iiuo the very 
blood o f  thofe who are dell ined  to the com m and of 
a ])cople. Shall this contem ptible do tard ,  then, 
p re lum e to becom e my inliruclor in tlie art o f  which, 
iion^ !iis ob lcure  birth and inferior llation in life, he 
mull o f  n ecd li ty  be intirely ignorant, and in the 
niylleries o f  which I d e r i \e d  an intuitive knowledge 
even with iny liilt b reath , being defcended from a 
long line o f  illullrious ancellor.^, and  qualilied by 
nature for com m and anil emi>ire ?”

T h e  ennn ty  o f  Caligula continued daily 
to increafe, and it ai rived, at length, to 

Macro deg tcc , ihsit he formcd the b ar
barous determ ination  ofl 'acrificing the life o f  M acro  
to his revenge, l i e  now em plo \  ed himlell in lug- 
gcfting the means o f  executing  his horrid defign, re- 
lolving to exhibit an accufation againlf M acro , but 
whcll)- regardlcis as to its being founded in fatt. 
W h ile  he was re \o Iv in g  this fubjedl in his minrl, he 
conceive d that an expref?ion ufed by M acro  afforded 
liim a favourable opportun ity  of advancing a cr im i
nal charge againff Imn, which would bear ap laufib le  
appearancc and etfe'.iually anfwer his puroofe. 'I 'he 
following are the words on which Caligula determ ined 
vo found his accufiition againit M a c ro :  “  Caligula is 
an em p ero r  o f  m y o'wn m ak in g ;  ijnd the obligations 
he owes to me are far g rea ter  than what he owes even 
to his lather. T h r ice  did T iberius  rciolve to put him 
to death, but as often did I exert  my influence, 
w hereby the v iolence o f  the em p ero r’s rage was 
averted, and the life o f  the you th  preferved . A fte r  
the deceafe o f  T ib e r iu s  I fu r rendered  to Caligula the 
Pretoriaii bands, over whom I held the com m and, 
c.xhoning th em  to obferve a rigid obedience to 
him, and adm onifhing them that the em pire  could 
i*̂ Jt be preferved  en tire  and  in perfect fecurity ,  un-
■ Icfs the lovereign au thority  was invefted  in one 
perfon .”

N o. 30.

Ilff puts N fi- 
cro to death* 
with hU wifr* 
nnd ail rhcir

M any pcrfons bore tellim ony that M a
cro  had, in their prefence, f'poken pre- 
cilely to the above i>urpofe ; but thefe 
people were inlirels ignorant o f  the treach 
ery , diiTmuiI.ition. and confuimnate art o f  
Caligula. In (hort, a fi w days only havingelapfed, 
( ’aligula caufed the d ea li io f  the unhappy Macro and 
his wito. i'liis ingratitude and b.irbaritv was the r e 
ward u'liii h M acro ol'Haincii loi' |)rcli. r\ ing the life o f  
Caligula, atK ancing l-,im to th ■ tluoiic, aiui render 
ing him m in \  o i lu r  c llrnual Icivices. It is related 
that M.u i'o wa.s compelled to put an end to his i)svn 
life,* and that hi^ wile was I'ubjeCted to the fame ex- 
t r c n u i ) , noiwiih(laiuiinf: tl5' intimacy o f  her criniinal 
intercourfe witli C'aligu .1. l ‘.ut there is no polfibility 
of accoiiiuing for the diiguit and loathing which fuc- 
ceed an inconlhmi and ill-placed love. C/aligula ca r
ried his cruelty  to luch an excels, as to caule all the 
dom ellics o f  Klacro to be i>ut to death.

C  II A  l \  V.

C A L K tU L A  off ndrii with hii falhrr-in-larv, M A R 
CUS •Syi.A N U S, jo r  cffcring him pnidn it and 
frirnJIy A dvict'; u;hI Ciiujh him to be pul to Death. 
Thii M urder folloiocd hy feveral others.

^T^'HK rfcrlidiousand crm 1 C a ligu lahav- Fuittienn-' 
JL ing effet-ted the m urder  o f  T iberius ,  Tun*»oiCj.' 

who was the only perfon that he appre- 
hend' d might hecome a coiiip>-tuor lor _ '
the imperial d ignity , a i i j  fubjetied  M acro  and his 
whole iamils' to a fimilar fate, in requital (or having 
rejjeatedly preferved his life, and, at length, fecured 
to him the luccefTion o f  the throne • he now meiJiu- 
ted a third exploit ,  the accomplilhment o f  which he 
conceived would recjuirc'thi' uiniolt fkill and addrels, 

M arens Sylanus, the father in law of 
Caligula, was a man o f  great bravery, 
gen ifo u s  iciitiments, and noUleextraction, 
l l is  daugliicr died at an early peitod of 
life; but lu- liill continued U) ohierve  an 
equal, i’i'n u a liiperior, degree  of refpixi 
and alleclii)n towaxK Caligula, not doiihl- 
ing but hi' (h'luld expeiience a due re turn  o f  kind- 

and ellei’m ; for he w-as entirely ignorant and

PArfitMjI.ir 
rtatico Oi the

............................-  -
r-g ril and it- 
i n t t u M i  p u id  

(0  C it ig u U  uy 
Mircu* Sjl*« 
nu«.

nc
unfiirpicious of the real difpofition o f  his iniciuitous 
foil in law. Sylanus, being naturally o( a frank and 
open temper, frequently addrelied  C^aligula on the 
fubjetts o f  morality  and politii s, re< ommending 10 

him a jull and ecpiiiable adminilti iium o f goveui- 
ment, and an irreproachable condiitl in private life, 
as the only  effectual means of reaii/.iiig ihoft; hopes 
the people had formed o f  enjoying a itate (jf perfect 
hai)pinefs under  the dominion of a prince who had 
a lready  afforded the moll flattering ipecitnen o f  tlu; 
admirable qualillcations which he poflcffed for the 
proper exercife of the funf'tions oi royalty. T o  this 
Veedom of dilcourle Sylanus was in I'ome degree in- 
titlcd, in confequencc ol his rank in life and hisneaa 

7 M relation(hij>
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relationfliip to  the em pero r  : and  be in g  ftill deep ly  
lenfiblc o f  a tender anliftion co n leq u en t  on  the u n 
happy  circumltance o f  his d au g h te r’s dea th , he im a
g ined that his friendly expoltulations could n o t  be in
te rp re ted  into the cau c o f  oH’ence, fince it was 
fcarcely  podible that, in fo fhort a time, the fen(e (li' 
aHinity could  be obliterated  from the m ind  o f  Cali
gula.
c« iig u U ’j  in . Caligula, however, flattered himfelf in 
ptitude and the vaiij opiniou that his wildom, m odera - 
filwd, whom valour, ju ftice and o th e r  qualifica-
he puis to lions, rendered  his character fo diftin-
4e»th. guilhed, that it was incapable o f  grCater
perfeC lion ; and  it was a^  office ot great dan g e r  to 
offer him good and  friendly counfel, which he under-  
Itood as reproach  and  inl'ult, fince it implied the pof- 

•libility o f  his am endm en t)  and hence he deem ed his 
m olt firm and faithful friends to be his moft inveterate 
enemies. H e  conceived a moit v io lent averfion to 
Sylanus, as being a kind o f  check to  the indulgence 
o f  his extravagant and u n ru ly  paffions. His enmity 
increa led  to fuch an outrageous degree, that  he re 
n o u n ce d  all regard  to the m em ory  o f  his deceafcd 
wife, and  determ ined  on the unnatural and barbarous 
fcheme o f  facrificing the life o f  Sylanus, who had 
inconteflably  p roved  himfelf a moft tenderly  affec
tionate and  indulgent father-in-law, an d  a fincere 
and  difinterefted friend.
Ht murder. T h e  death o f  Sylanus was followed by  
feverai other that o f  m any  o f  the moft condderab le  per- 

em pire ;  and when the news « f  
thefe m urders  was propagated am ong the 

public ,  they confidered them with aftonifhment, de- 
tellation, and h o r r o r ;  birt they fu ipreffed a public 
dec lara tion  o f  the ir  fentiments, le t  they fliould in
c u r  the refentment o f  the cruel tyrant. M an y  p e o 
p le ,  however, being o f  unfteady tempers, and liable 
to  impofition, cou ld  not entertain  an idea that a 
p r in ce  who had ftiewn fuch rem arkable inftances of 
hum anity , m odera tion , generofity, and  candour, 
could^ by a m om entary tranlition, become a moft 

™’̂ IIUlMy and mercilcfs t j ' t a n i ; and  hence they en d ea
v oured  to juftify  the in iquitous co n d u S  o f  which he 
h ad  been  guilty , by  argum ents to  the following
r f f e a .
Some eiidea- 
iiour to extc- 
■uate L'aligu- 
la't crimes.

“ N o  cenfure can juft ly  fall upon Cali
gula for his behav iour in regard to young
Tiberius ,  fince the nature  o f  things will 
not adm it o f  the fuppofiiion that a divided 

fovereignty can be confiftent with the fafety o f  a 
itate ; and  therefore  the removal o f  the youtii was a 
preventive  m eafure indifpcnfably n ecc ifa ry ;  efpe- 
cially if it be confidered that, had T ib er iu s  poffened 
the power, he would unqueftionably  have taken away 
the life o f  the em p e ro r ;  and that, with the increafe 
o f t i m e , that  power he would havenatu ra l ly  acquired . 
Caligula is by no means defcrving to be reprobated  as 
H cruel m urderer ,  but, on the contrary , is to be con
fidered as the inftrument o f  D ivine P rov idence ,  by 
whofe dccree  he pu t an end to the life o f  T iberius ,  
in o rde r  to fecure the fafety and happinefs o f  m a n 
kind. H a d  he been p erm u ted  to lurvive, is there

not every  reafon to apprehend that he would h ^ ^  
p roved  the caufe o f  involving the em pire in all the , 
horrors o f  foreign and domeftic hoftilities? F o r  the 
contentions o f  parties and  faftions would have per-  , 
pertually fubliftcd between thofe efpoufing the re- * 
ipctlive interefts o f  the two princes.  I t  will not be ; 
d ilputcd that peace is the greateft bleffing a p e o p le  ‘ 
can e n jo y ;  nor that public tranquillity  muft d epend  
on a regu la r  and  equitable adm iniftration o f  gcwern- 
nient. W h e re  the fovereignty is d iv ided , fb m pe- > 
tition and  the moft v iolent and  dangerous contentions^ 
are eve r  to be app rehended  ; to  avoid thefe evils^ 
therefore , it becimies necefliiry to  f e c u r c ^ j  one 
prince tlie power o f  exerciling  the regal au u io ri ty .”

R e lp e d in g  th e  m u rd e r  o f  M acro ,  the i v  murder 
fame perfons alfo thus a rgued  in ex tenua- w M^uopau 
tion o f  the accufation adduced  againft the 
e m p e ro r :  “  M acro  proved  him ielf a man o f  an im- 
p er iousand  prefuming d ifpofition; he becam e wholly 
regardlefs of the D elphic  oracle, which commandos 
every  man to iMw himfelf; from which adm irable lef- 
fon we are to underftand  that we cannot be unhappy' 
while we ftrifcUy conform  to it, nor fail to be mifera- 
ble when we hold it in contempt. Can it be faid that 
to interfere in the p ro v in ce  o f  Ibvereignty is coniift- 
ent with the d u ty  o f  a  fubje(:t; o r that he is excufe- 
able for ob trud ing  upon a p rince  inftrufcUons for the 
difcharge o f  the funtiions o f  his high office ? T h e  
province o f  the fovereign is to com m and, and it is 
the du ty  o f  the fub je tt  to obferve im plicit  obcdi- 
d ience .”

T h u s  did people, c i ther  th rough  igno- «nd airo that 

ranee, o r  a aefire o f  offering the incenfe syianui. 
o f  flattery to the em peror,  m ifreprefent the motives 
which prom pted  the honeft admonition^ o f  the unfor
tunate  M acro  : and alfo fuggefted the following ex- 
cules re fpe tt ing  the cruelty  o f  Caligula towards Sy
lanus.

“  T h e  co n d u f t  o f  Sylanus was extrem ely abfurd in 
affuming over  a fon-in-iaw an au tho ri ty  fimilar to 
that which men have a right to exercife over  their 
immediate defcendents. I t  is ufual am ong private  
citizens to relinquifh the paternal au tho ri ty  when 
their children are engaged in offices o f  truft, o r  meet 
with honoilrable preferm ent.  Sylanus could have no 
claim to the h o n o u r  o f  being  lather-in-law to the 
e m p e r o r ; for the affinity ceafed with the death  o f  hij 
d au g h te r ;  but he, notwithftanding, had the pre- 
fumption to expoftula te  with Caligula on affairs of  
adminiftration, wherein he could  not ju f t ly  p re tend  
to have even the leaft concern . I t  is beyond contra
diction that  m arr iage  conneCls families in a fta;e o f  
a l l ia n c e : but it is equa lly  certain  that the alliance is 
te m p o ra ry ;  for the diffolution o f  all re lationfhip 
neceffarily takes place upon the deceafe o f  either^of 
the c o n tra d in g  parties.”

In  the above m an n er  did peoplt?' en d eavour to 
refcue Caligula from the im putation o f  criminal ac
tions. T h e y  were fo prepoileffed in favour o f  the 
fiippofed ex trao rd in ary  generofity , m odera tion , jvTK- 
tice, t e n d e rn e fso f  difjjoution, and  o th e r  perfe tt ions’ 
in the characlcr o f  this p r ince ,  that they could  not

conceive
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cbriceive him capable o f  a conduQ  tha t  could m erit 
ce tm ire ;  n o r  that  it was pollible, af te r  liaviii|i; molt 
glorioufly diftinguilhcd hinifcif beyond  the exam ple 
of form er fovereigns, he could degenera te ,  b v  fo 
fiiddcn a change, to the oppofite ex trem e o f  wicked- 
nefs.

C»hgu!a,hav
ing cruelly 
TT uf'ltfrcd fe- 
vcral wurthy 
and cmin.*nt 
mcDr bccomcs 
fxceinvely 
VAiDt and ar
rogates divine 
honours.

C H A P .  VI .
I
C ylL lG U L A 'i Vanity in a[fwm.ing the Appearance o f  

Jeveral,Demi-Gods, and claiming the public Honours 
and Veneration vjxially pa id  to them.

T h e  cruel m urders  o f  T iberius ,  M a
cro ,  and  Sylanus, were conhdcred  

by C aligu la  as fo m any victories o v er  the 
molt formidable enemies he had in the 
empire. T h e  death o f  T ib e r iu s  relieved 
him from all app rchenf ionofh is  right to the 
fovereignty  bem g co n tc l ted ;  he was eafy 
refpeCting the fo dier>«, lince M acro , who 

hadpolTcfl'ed a great influence o v e r  them , was tiow ef
fectually re m o v e d ;  and he judged  him lelf perfe£Hy 
fecure with re fpetl  to the fenate, in confequence o f  
the death o f  Sylanus, who com m anded a great interelt 
in, and had hi en e lleem ed .one  o f  the molt glorious 
ornam ents  of, that i l lu ltrious alfembly. H aving  then 
e tfc t le d th e  dwftru6tion o f  every  perfon whom he ap 
p rehended  might prove an obftacle to the unlimited 
indulgence o f  Ins extravagant hum ours, he conceiv 
ed the vain delign of alfuming the charadler o f  a 
demi-god, and  exacting  the honours and obedience 
obfers t'd towards the deities : and to reconcile him- 
felf to this rid iculous Iciicme, he a rgued  in the fol
lowing m a n n e r ; “  Since thofe who have the com 
mand o f  the beads in the Helds, as goat-herds, (hep- 
hcrds, iierdfmen and people  o f  o ther denom inations, 
are neither goats, Iheep nor oxen , but are o f  a very  
diflerent fpecies, being creatures endow ed with ra 
tional faculties, and  infinitely fuperior,  in every  
refpctt,  to the animals under  their d iref tion  ; oA the 
fame principles it may be prefum ed that the fove- 
reign o f  the univerfe has an equitab le  claim to an 
exaltation beyond the fcale o f  hum an nature , and  to 
exact the veneration  o f  a de i ty .”

H av in g  determ ined  upon this abfurd  
kt deemed « aiid vaiu defign, his d if tem pered  imagina- 
dcmi.(iod. reprefented  the em ploynK nt w'liich
he was p reparing  to undertake as being w orthy  the 
iniperiaJ c h a ra c te r ; and  he p ro ceed ed  by degrees to 
the gratiT.cation o f  his ambitious views. H is firlt 
imagu;ciry exalta tion was :n afluming the character o f  
a dem i-god ;  fuch as H ercu les ,  Bacchus, Caltor, 
Pollux, A m phiarius,  Am philochus, T ro p h o n iu s ,  and 
others. H e  tu rn ed  the oracles and  cerem onies o f  
thefe deities into fubjefct? o f  ridicule, bu t flill claimed 
a right to the enfigns and  privileges belonging  to 
tJUcm, with the view o f  advancing the h o n o u r  o f  his 
ewn ch a ra t le r .

I t  was the cuftom o f  this man, like a 
theatrical pcr to rm er,  to  be continually  ch»n?eofh»- 
changing habits, intending thereby  to ren- >>'" 
d cr  his apnearance exactly conform able 
to that o f  the parties whom he was delirous to perfo
liate. At one time he would Orive at an imitation 
o f  H ercu les ,  being habited in the fkin o f  a lion, and 
carrying a club in his liand; fometimes he would af- 
fume the a -)pcarancc o f  Caltor o r  Pollux, w earing a 
cap upon us head limilar to thofe uled by die illuf- 
trious b ro thers ;  and to perfonate Bacchus he would 
wear the Ikiii o f  a fawn, and provide him lelf with a 
thyrrtis, wreathed with ivy. Caligula, in Ihort, m a
terially difl'ered from the imTiginary deities; for th ey  
have ever been pcrfe tl ly  fatished with the ir  relbec- 
tive enligns and privileges, and  equally  free from 
envy  towards each o th e r ;  bu t  the em p ero r  was am
bitious o f  engro lhng  to  himlelf all the refpefct and  
veneration ulually paid to the ideal divinities, whole 
characters  he was fo highly ambitious to em ulate. 
T h e  c ircum ltance that attracted the molt p a r ticu la r  
notice and admiration o f  the public was, not that 
Caligula, like ( ie ry o n ,  had three  bodies, but that 
he pollellcd the wonderful power o f  afluming liich 
an extenlive variety o f  characters as to become the 
rival of Proteus, whom H o m er reprefents as tranf- 
lorm ing himlelf into the elements, rivers, plants, 
dilferent fpecies o f  animals, and a diverfity o f  o ther 
appearances.

W h a t  value didit thou , Caius, imagine 
wpuld be adder! to your character by  a 
vain rel'emblance o f  the figures o f  the 
deini-gods, when you  w holly  negleCted 
an imitation o f  their virtues, whicli would 
have been an em jiloyment w hence you 
m ight have derived  immortal honour?
Hercules engaged in his laborious and 
hazardous undertak ings  from the noble 
motive o f  delivering the univerfe, both by fea and  
land, from the monlters  that infelled it, to the great 
in terruption o f  the happiiiefs and I’ecurity  o f  m an- 
kind. \ ’ines were planted fn d  cultivated b y W C ^ * '  
chus, who extracted from their fruit a beverage 
highly grateful to the palate, and polfelfing the q u a 
lity of  improving the corj)oreal Itreugih and the na- 
l iual v igour  o f  the m ind: belides adding lo o u r  b o 
d ily  power, the juice o f  the grape has the virtue o f  
giving us greater activity and contribu ting  towards 
the iiicreai’e and prefervation o f  health ; it charms 
o u r  cares to llcep, renders us infenlible to aHlictions, 
and infpires us with the hope o f  a m ore  aufpicious 
fo r tu n e ;  a chearful draught relieves us from the lan
guor and  fatigue o f  long-continued  labour. T h e  fa- 
lu tary  effetls o f  wine are not experienced  alone by

Ceo p le in  a civilized Hate, but even by the molt b;ir- 
arous nations. Fealts, enti. rtainments, mulick, 

dancing, and  m erry  meetings, would no longt*r be  * 
a i l ra t t iv e ,  if the fpirits o f  the com pany were not to 
be occafionally  exh ila ra ted  by  the generous ju icc  
exprefl'ed from the fruit o f  the vine. But it is un- 
ncceflkry any longer to dwell on the virtues o f  wine,

which

T h e  v lrtu ft 
of the dem l- 
godi cunlraiU 
cd with the 
vjce« :if iliia 
Jegetiem e 
emperor.

Herrulei an4 
Haci'hui.
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vliicb  can n ev e r  p rove  in ju rious  while it is made ufc 
t)i‘ witli m odera tion .
C.H..I iiia Caltor and Po llux  are  rcp rc fen tcd  as 

being the twin Ions o f  J u p i te r ;  one o f  
them is laid to have been im m orta l,  but 

that he fhared with his b ro th e r  the priv ilege o f  not 
being riibjecl to the com m on lot o f  hum anity , be- 
cau le  his (raternal aHctlion was lb great that he 
could n o tfu p p o r t  the idea o f  be in^  left e te rn a l ly  to 
d ep lo re  the irreparab le  lofs he fhould fullain in’ tlie 
death o f  his tenderly-belovcd  bro ther .  T h e  noble 
behaviour ô f this man is u n p ara l le led ;  for what 
g rea te r  lervice can be im agined than that oV one 
n ro ther  refigning, in fav^our o f  the o ther,  a part o f  
his privilege o f  en joy ing  an eternal ex il lence , and 
ren d e r in g  hinifelf, in a p ropor tionate  degree ,  fub- 
jefcl to tlie pow er of death ? 'I 'he contem poraries  o f  
thefe heroic b ro thers  ]iaid them great deference and 
venera t ion ;  nor has their juUly-acquired renown yet 
fuffered the leaft diminution. By the great beneHts 
v h ic h  thej'_ conferred  upon  m ankind ,  and their e x 
em plary  vir'tues, thele worthies acqu ired  to them- 
I'elves the h o n o u r  o f  being conf idered  as dem i
gods.

B ut have you , Caligula , purfuod a conduct that 
y o u  could reafonably  expefl would entitle  you to 
divine honours?  l .e t  us lirlt fpeak o f  Caftor and  
Pollux . Can an inllance be p roduced  o f  a greater 
diHimilarity o f  cha ra t ie r  than what will appear upon 
drawing a com parifon betw'een yourfelf and thole 
illuftriotis brothers.'’ So far from being infpired wi.'h 
a  noble etiuilation o f  their unbounded  Iriendihip, 
and  heroic generofity , you have cruelly  bathed  
y o u r  hands in the blood o f  an imiocent youth , whom 
it \va.s y our  d u ty  to treat with the utmoll tendernefs 
,of a b ro th e r ;  for, cxclufive o f  his alliance to you 
by  the tics o f  blood, he had a ju l t  and indifnutable 
claim to a co-partncrfhip  in the imperial dignity . 
"With a view to liecure yourfe lf  in the quiet poUef- 
lion o f  the throne, you condem ned  the filters o f  
T ib er iu s  to perpetual banilhm ent.

^MciTue. what r t fpeH  is it that you have a£l-
«d  in conform ity  to the exam ple o f  B ac

c h u s ?  O f  what difcovcries are you the au thor,  
■whereby the woild derives any kind o f  advantages’ 
H av e  you, in an y  one inllance, con tr ibu ted  towards 
the  peace o r  ha ip inefs  o f  m a n k in d ? It m ull, in 
d e e d ,  be allowea that you are not deflitute o f  in 
v en t io n ;  bu t y o u r  inventions, like epidemical dif- 
fafes, convert  joy into aHlitlion, and render  life 
inftipportable. T o  gratify y o u r  infatiable avarice, 
y o u r  coffers are daily rep len ilhed  with immenfe 
treafures from the four quarte rs  o f  the g lobe: but, 
in llead  o f  paying grateful acknow ledgm ents for the 
readinefs and punctuali ty  with which the people 
com bine  to  raife fb confiderable a revenue as you 
en jo y ,  you continually  opprefs them by exafcting 
th e  paym ent o f  heavy and u n p reced en ted  taxes. 
In  (nort, the unre len ting  crue l ty  o f  y o u r  difpofi- 
t ion  has diflinguifhed y o u  as an ob je f t  o f  public 
ab h o r rcn c e j  and  y o u r  tyrannical and  oppreflivc

meafures in the magifterial capacity , have  rcndere”̂  
your governm ent wholly intolerable. T hefe  latts 
are incon troveri ib le ;  there fo re  you ,  in no fingle 
iiiltance, bear the leaft refemblance to Bacchus.

H ercules  engaged and  per lev ered  in Hcrcuics 
fitch hcroic and laborious under tak ings  ' '
as iippcared loo great for hum an power to  accom - 
plifli; ;ind in theie he p roved  indefatigable and fuc- 
cefsful. I l ls  glorious attions p roceeded  from the 
public fpiritcd dcfire o f  enacting fitch laws as fhould 
opciare ti) the general advantage o f  m ank ind ;  o '̂ 
p u l i n g  a pU iity both at feu and .land, and ellablifli- 
iiig pcacc and p rom oting  com m erce  througl>out 'the 
\sorld. This  is a concife accoun t  o f  the real ch a
racter o f  l ic rcu le s .  So far from imitating the v i r 
tues o f  this hero, Caligula is o f  an inatl ive , dull, 
and  heavy difpofition, and fb falfely g rounded  a ie  
his pre tcnfions to b ravery ,  that in the whole human 
race there  canno t be found a m ore t im orous c rea
tu re ;  this man fecms to 'delight in ban ilh ing  good o r 
d er  and happinefs from fociety, and in troducing  in 
their place tumults, feditions, and every  fpecies of  
inifery that can iifterrupt the felicity o f  mankind. 
T h e re  cannot be imagined a g reater  difparity than 
appears  on a comparifon o f  thefe two charaB ers: 
and yet Caligula has the effrontery  to declare him- 
lelf the rival o f  H ercules ,  and  to claim public  vene
ration as being a demi-god.

C ould you ifliagine, Caligula, that the c.iiguia’-c .  
horr id  barbarities of which y o u  have been ti .mdifcracr.
guilty , and  t lx 'u r iexam pled  ty ran n y  and  fuitohiiai- 
oppreHion o f  y o u r  reign, were merits on 
which you might prefum e to be confti-
lu ted  a d ivinity? W e re  you defirous o f  im mortality  
that you might everlaflingly fubjeCt mankind to the 
grievous alliittions in which you had already  in
volved them ? Is there not ev e ry  reafbn to believe 
that if thou wert exalted into a deity , the enorm ity  of 
thv wickednef's would deg rade  thee into thy  original 
fubjection to the power o f  death? F o r  if great v ir
tues can transform  a man into a deity , it nfceffarily 
follows that atrocious crimes can degrade a god to a 
Hate ()f mortality. N o longer,  then, indulge the 
ridiculous vanity o f  com paring yourfe lf  to thofe il- 
luflrious heroes Caftor and  Pollux, who are fo defer- 
vedly  celebrated  for their fraternal fr iendlh ip ;  fince 
you  have treachcroufly taken away the life o f  an in
nocent p rince , whom you were bound to cherilh and 
p r o t e d  with the u tm olt care and tendernefs o f  bro
therly  a f fed io n ;  no r  expect to receive the honours 
that are paid to Bacchus and H ercu les ,  whole extra
o rd inary  merits railed them into obje6ts o f  public 
vene ra t ion ;  lince you are wholly deliitu te  o f  every 
principle  o f  virtue and  honour,  and purfue a fylletn 
o f  co n d u f t  diam etrically  oppofite to that  wliich 
would eff t t lua lly  fecure  you  from the fevere re
proaches arid execra tions which are always levelled 
againlt thofe who are fo fhockingly abandoned  to 
the mofl abominable wickednefs.

C H A P .
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C H A P .  V I L

The extravagant Vanity o f  C A L IG U L A  f li l l  continues 
to increafe; and being ambitious o f  the DtJltuHion 
o f  a Deity o f  the fuperior Order, he peyfonates 
M E R C U R Y , A P O L L O , and M A R S .

«iie«ce|rive '' I 'H E  V a n i t y  and  prc fum ption  o f  Cali-
vinitv Tiii X  gula incrcafcd, at length , to fuch an
prcrumpiion. im m oderate  d eg ree ,  that  he could  no 
longer he con ten ted  in the idea o f  being confidered 
as a dcnii-god^ but became am bitious t>f exa£Hng 
the honours  paid to  the deities o f  the fuperior o r 
der, as M ercu ry ,  A pollo , and  M ars. H e  Hril d e 
te rm ined  to p e rfo n a te  M c r c u ry ;  and  clothed hnnlclf 
in a mantle, refem bling the garm ent o f  that deity , 
ca rr ied  a white rod  in h is  hand, and  wore biilkins 
with wings affixed to thcrti. H e  now divclted him- 
lelf o f  the ornam ents and  enfigns o f  M ercu ry ,  and 
alfumed the appearance  o f  Apollo , wearing a rad i
ant crown reprefen ting  the beams o f  the lun upon 
his h ead ;  and to convey  an iiitifhation that he would 
he flow to punifli offences and ready  to cxecute be
nevolent offices, he carried  a bow and  arrow in his 
left, and  the graces in his right hand.

A lte r  this, he cauled holy longs to be fang, and* 
dances to be exhibited  in hon o u r  o f  the new deity, 
though bu t  a  Ihort time had elapfed fince he had 
been conten ted  with being d ilhngu ilhed  bv the 
names o f  L iber,  P^uius, and  I.ycaeus. In  o rde r  to 
counterfeit M ars, he provided  himfelf with a collly 
hcad-piece, I'word and buckler ,  and  m arched with 
prieits  and  bravoes a ttend ing  him on each fide, 
ready  to obey  his inhuman com m ands;  for he ridi- 
culoully  im agined that by fpreading deftrufclion, and 
an indifcriminate fp i l l in g u f  blood, ne fliould gain a 
m ore nea r  re lem blance to the god o f  war. T h is  
ipefctacle ftruck the fpeftators with the utmoft altcj- 
i iilhmeut and  h o rro r ;  they  were unable, calmly and 
unm oved, to behold  an audacious impoflor a r ro 
gating to himfelf the honour o f  the deities, to .whole 
virtues he was an abfoiute llranger,  and to whom 
he bore not the lead fimilarity in any refi)c6t bu t in a 
ridiculous imitation o f  the ir  habits, \^hich convoy 
no o ther meaning than that the gods are bountiful to 
thofe who l>ear towards them  an unaffe£led love and 
veneration.
Mt perfotiitet m oral implied b y  the winged buf-
Mertuiy, kins o f  M e rc u ry  is on ly  that, being the 

cm b ad ad o r  o r  meffenger o f  the gods, ac
cord ing  to the im port o f  the G re e k  word, and the 
bearer o f  happy intelligence (for we cannot fuppofe 
that either gods o r  good and wife m en would wil
lingly be the propagators  o f  u n fo r tuna te  rven ts j ,  
r ^ a i t v  o f  motion is neceffary in the conveyance

■ o f  intelligence requ ir ing  difpatch. T h e  wand, or 
white ro d ,  o f  M ercu ry ,  is to be underflood  as the 
enfign o f  one who is commiffioned to  m ake a 
J tag u e  or rcftore peace ;  for it is the office o f  the 
•herald, b y  agreem ent o r  truce , to  ftop the progrefs 
of  ho il ili i ies: an d  bu t  for this m ediation  there 
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would be no end  to the ho rro rs  and devaflations o f
war.

W h a t  m otive could induce Caligula to  affix wing* 
to  his l)ufkins? Did he thereby  ex p cft  to d ilperle  
th roughout the em pire an idea o f  the abominable 
wickcdnefs o f  his life, and  the execrable profli
gacy o f  his m anners? Inllead o f  pubiifhing hi*
crinics to the world, he fhouid have followed the 
d itla tcs  o f  prudence, in burying the recolletlion o f  
them in )x-rpctual oblivion. W h a t  reafon had he 
for adopting the enlign o f  a fpeedy pafluge, fince, 
witjiout changing his lunation , he might be confi- 
dercd as the inexhauftibjc fource from which the
11 reams o f  mifcry were inccHantly to flow, till they  
had overwhelmed fiie whole un iverfe?  Is not his 
bearing a white rod a molt palpable evidence o f  a ^  
iurdity, fince his words and aciions have fb invaria- 
bly militated againfl every  idea o f  good o rde r ,  t ran 
quillity, and haj)pincf!.? In all his concerns both 
with the (^.rceks and barbarians, whether in p rivate  
families, towns, o r  cities, he has conflantly p roved  
himfelf the p rom oter o f  d ifagreem cnts, infurrec- 
lions, and civil hoftilities. It  will, then, become 
this fiftitious deity to rclinquifh the appellation*, 
and dived h im ld f  o f  the honourable enfigns, which 
are, in every  re l’pect, lb highly inconfillent with his 
chaiafctcr.

Claligula bears not a nearer  rcfem- ^ „ 
blance to Apollo than to  M ercu ry .  H e 
wears, indeed , a radiant crown upon  his hcati, and  
this ornam ent exhibits a very* ingenious reprcfenta- 
tion o f  the bearns o f  the fun: b u t  we arc fenfible 
that the fun and light arc not favourable witneffes to 
the perpetra tion  o f  the m olt horrib le  iniquities. 
V irtuous a d io n s  cannot have too many fpcdato rs ,  
and will bear the light o f  the fun in the fulnels o f  his 
meridian lu llre ;  but let thofe who are guilty  o f  im
pious deeds, which are the works o f  night and 
darknefs, feek to conceal themfelves in the regiona 
of perpetual obfcurity. T o  afford a nearer  emolem 
o f  his real dil'pofition, CiUigula fliould carr^E^U ^ 
bow and arrows in bis right, and the graces in his 
left hand ; or, indeed, it would be m ore  p rope r  if 
he were to call the latter entirely from him; for it 
has been his conllant prafctice to effect the deftruc- 
tion o f  m en, women, children, families, and  even 
whole cities; and that lie has no kind of pretenfion 
to the cred it o f  benevolence, bounty^ and tendcr- 
nels, which are intimated by  the figures o f  the 
graces, is notorioully  ev ident from the intolerable 
oppielfions of  ̂ which he has been gijilty for the gra
tification o f  his infatiable avarice. As to the article 
o f  phyfic, the counterfeit b c j j s  no g reater  rcfem- 
blance to the real Apollo than in o ther rc li)cCls. So 
far from being the au th o r  o f  falutary mcuicines, o r  
exerting  a benevolent defire o f  affording affillancc 
to m ankind ,  by preventing  or removing bodily af
flictions, he infetts thofe in perfett  health, makes 
cr ipples o f  men whofe limbs are found, and, by  
ireacheroufly poifoning, and  o ther means, barba» 
roufly deltroys people, without r9gard to  fex, age , 
o^‘ rank  IB life, l i i s  rage has been  moll par ticu larly  

7 M d iref led
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d ircQ rd  againft the peop le  o f  wealth and  diftinc- 
tion in I ta ly ;  and had not D iv ine Ju ftice  pu t  a 
check  u p o n  his in iquitous proceedings, a v irtuous 
an d  rich inhabitant of that co u n try  w ould  fcarceiy 
have  been  fuHercd t o f u r v iv e ;  for his avarice and 
e r u e l ^  were equally  without Ixmnds, and  a g reater

r rofunon o f  gold and  filver had been am alicd  in 
taly than in all the o th e r  parts o f  the globe toge

the r .  A pollo  was not on ly  ce leb ra ted  tor his (kill 
an d  know ledge in phyfic, but alio for the p red ic 
tions which he delivered for the benefit o f  m an
kind. W h e n  people were em barraf led  in difficult 
and  intricate  cafes, by his«oracles he  always admo- 
nifhed them againfl iniflaking evil for good, and 
th e reb y  enab led  them to avoid the dangers  with 
which they  were threatened. So infallible was his 
knowledge o f  future events , that his predictions 
w ere  received in the full confidence that, in due 
time, they would be verified in the m o d  m inute 
particulars .  But the predictions o f  Caligula d e 
nounce  confifcations, banilhm ent,  and dilgrace a- 
gainft perfons o f  the moft diftinguifhed rank and 
m erit .  T h e  charaf le rs  o f  the real and the fiftitious 
A pollo  ag ree  not in a (ingle inllance. Is it, then , 
no t  (hameful that fongs o f  trium ph and jo y ,  to the 
h o n o u r  o f  Caligula, fhould be fung to the very 
notes  ad ap ted  to thofe in honour o f  Apollo  ? It  is 
d eem ed  a crime to  counterfeit the image o f  a p rince  
in  o rd e r  to give the appearance o f  reality to fpuri- 
t)us co in ;  but to  praflife a falfe w orlh ip , is infinitely 
m ore  unpardonab le .
Md Miri. Caligula’s condu£t e x 

cites g rea te r  w onder than his ex trav a
gant vanity , in p re te n d in g  to the (Irength and  cou
rage o f  M ars;  for both his mind and body are  ef
feminate  and  debil i ta ted ; but he m akes no fcruple 
o f  im pofine the m od  grofs deceptions upon  the 
m u lt i tu d e ;  Tor which purpofe he transforms hinifelf 
in to  a varie ty  o f  appearances ;  and, therefore , he 
m ay  be aptly com pared  to  a theatrical perform er.

cannot exift a g jcate r  contrariety  than will 
be found on  draw ing com paii ibn  between Caligula 
and  the god o f  war. I m ean not the fabulous Mars, 
b u t  that which fignifies a prum ptitude for exertion  
o f  b ravery  and power in favour o f  the innocent and 
opprefled, according to the m eaning o f  the Greek  
w ord , A f«  from  to help, o r  affilt. I 'w o
names are g iven to the fabulous Mans; he receives 
one  o f  them as being the friend and p rom oter  o f  
peace, as far as it operates to the advantage o f  the 
public ;  and the o ther as being equa lly  fanguine for 
the pro fecu tion  o f  war, wherein blood, confuhon ,
and  ho rro r ,  muft necellarily prevail.

\

C H A P .  V IIL

The J E W S , by rtfufing to venerate the Emperor as a 
D ivin ity, greatly exafperate him againjl them.

_C4iip«u’t T  B E L I E V E  it will be admitted .that
a lready  laid will i)e

ties undeifji 
him.

why 
thf J‘*w» rc- 
fLf'r tu ac- 
kaohkJije 
his diviaitf.

deemed fufhcient to prove that Caligula 
had no reafonable claim to be enrolled 
ciil>er among the dem i gods, o r  the d e i
ties o f  a luperio r  o rder.  H e  exceeded  eve ry  p re 
ceding prince in the abufe o f  pow er;  he gave full 
indulgence to the moft lewd and  profligate defires; 
his ohltiiiacy was invincible , and  his am bition  de- 
fervcd the name o f  inadnels.

T h e  Jews, who had before en jo y ed  the 
moft perfect felicity, feverely experienced  
the effetts o f  Caligula’s unexam pled  wick- 
ednefs. lieing a people educated  by pa
rents and preceptors  to a rigid adherence  
to tiie do ttf ines  o f  the holy lcripture.s, a due obfer- 
vaiice o f  the law o f  nature , a be lie f  in the ex igence  
o f  but one ( io d ,  the Fa ther,  C rea to r  and I’re ferver  
o f  the whole world, the em pero r  imagin'*d that the 
principles they fo unaiiimoufly pruk-llcd would iia- 
turally induce them to oppofe liis dcfijjus; but he 
was not in the le ad  appreheniive o f  ob ltru t tiou  from 
any o th e r  quar te r ;  for all o th e r  people, though ac
tually  groan ing  u n d e r  the terr ib le  weight o f  his c ru 
el ty ran n y ,  fervilcl>'«fubl’cr ibed  to the proprie ty  of 
his c o n d u t t ,  how contrary  foever to  their  genuine 
fentiments, and  made him the lubjeft o f  their  molt 
ex travagan t panegyrics ,  thereby increafing his im- 

‘ m odera te  vanity  and  prefuinption.
In compliance with the h u m o u r  o f  the 

de tedab le  ty ran t,  m any  o f  the Romans 
com bined  in offering a m o d  degrad ing  
affront to the liberties o f  their co u n try ,  
by  in troducing  into the em pire  the m odes 
o f  worfliip praclifed by the barbarous na
tions. B ut Caligula was convinced  that, ra th e r  
than violate the religious rites o f  their coun try ,  
the Jews would chearfully  fu rrender their lives, 
cherifhing the firm belief that they fhould be tranf- 
lated into the regions o f  e te rn ity .  I f  one (Icme o f  
a bu ild ing  is difplaced, the remaining part m ay  ap
pear to be in a perfe tt ly  found and  lading condition ; 
bu t the e f feds  o f  tiine will gradually  be perceived , 
and the whole fabric will inevitably  fall in to  p re 
m ature  d e d ru Q io n :  fo ev e ry  th ing  is o f  high im
portance which regards the worfhip o f  the A lm igh
ty. Caligula was guilty o f  a moft h o rr id  blaiphe- 
m y, in p re ten d in g  to exalt a man in to  an immorr.al 
g o d ;  he would, indeed, fiave been m ore  excufable, 
had he endeavoured  to change a deity  into a mortal 
crea tu re .  H e  m ade an opening for the in tro d u c
tion o f  every  fpecies o f  ingra ti tude  ajid infidelity 
towards the C rea to r  o f  the world, whole b l e f f i n g s  
and bounties are  continually  d if tributed  am ong .h is  
c rea tu res  with unlimited beneficence.

Such was the caufe o f  the mercilefs war 
which was fo fatally purfued  againft the 
Jewifh neople. Servants  cannot be in a 
m ore dangerous o r  unhappy fituation, 
than when they are  the objeR s o f  the in 
vetera te  hatred  o f  their mafters. T h e  fubjefts  of 
em pero rs  are indifputably the ir  fervants. So hn  
from continuing in the d a te  o f  happinefs they  had’ 
en jo y ed  under  the mild governm en t o f  preceding

princes,

Shamt^ul 
compliancM 
ot the Ro
mans ; and 
the cmperof’j  
impiety.
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r ig c  againft, 
and mdcilcb 
opprellijn of, 
the Jews.
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princes, the mifcrable fituation o f  the people  \NJas 
rendered  in to lerab le  Under the ()ppreffive dom inion 
of the ty ran t  Caligula. H e  was an abioliite ftranger 
ti> every  I'entimcnt o f  coinpaHion and  hum anity, 
and he abrogated  all Icgiflativc lullitutions, as being 
wholly fupertluous, fuice he was reG^lved to have no 
other guiae  to his c o n d u t l  than his own arb itra ry  
and capricious will. 'I 'he Jews were the people  
againft whom he tnoft par ticu la rly  directed his ven- 
g e a n c ^  he rediiccd them to a ftate o f  the molt vile 
and ab je t l  flavery that has eve r  difgraced humHn n a
ture  j and therefore  they  had fufficient reaibn to 
reprobate  him for having in fam oudy  neglc ttcd  to a tl  
as the com-non fa ther and pro tec tor o f  his fubjefcts, 
and difgraced the royal Itation by prov ing  himfelf 
a moil detcltablc m onllc r  o f  ty ranny  and wicked- 
nefs.

C  H  A  P. IX .

CALIGULA'S barbarous Perfccutions afford ihr A. 
L E X  1N D R IA N S  an OppniHin'ty o f revenging 
than [elves upon the jE W d . H orrid Cruelties excr- 
cifed upon ikem. Statues dedicated to the Honour o f  
C A L IG U L A .

The Ai«an. ' I ' ' H E  inhabitants o f  A lexandria  hav 
dri,!̂ n5 ing gained intelligence o f  the impla-
and pcriccuie tab le  enm ity  o f  Caligula towards the 
th* lewj Jews, which was futficiently ev ident from 
the opprelTive meafures that he con llan tiy  purfued 
againft them, they en tered  into a confpiracy', d e te r
mining to add  every  polfible aggravation to the 
mifcry o f  thofe unhappy  people, who were a lready  
finking u n d er  the weight o f  intolerable pcrfecution. 
O u r  enemies w'ere fo unanimous, and tne injurious 
treatment we received was offered in fb open and 
daring a m anner, that it appeared  as if  the em peror 
attually  gave encouragem ent to thole  who were la
bouring to cfleft o u r  deftrufclion. O u r  habitations 
were forcibly en tered , and  m en, women, and Chil
dren, c rue lly  driven from thofe hofpitable retreat.s, 
and the enem y made booty  o f  all the mofl valuable 
efletls they could  find. O u r  oppreflbrs entertained 
not the leaft d read  o f  being apprehended  and re n 
dered am enable to  jufl ice ,  an d  therefore  fought no 
means for the concealm ent o f  their  a trocious crimes, 
hut con tinued  their  depredations in open  d a y ,  and 
their audacity  was fuch, that they oflentatioufly ex- 
pofed to  each o ther  the p ro p e r ty  which they  had  fo 
lufamouily obtained, with as much conhdence  as 
they could have ffiewn it had it defcended  to them 
by inheritance, been  acqu ired  by  purchafe , o r  any 
other luflifiable means. M an y  who had  formed 
themfelves into companies, and  ag reed  equa lly  to 
divide the fpoil they  (hould gain, affembled in the 
public m arke t for the purpofe o f.a l lo tt ing  and re- 
cq^ving their  refpeflive portions o f  the booty  j and 
tbe real p rop r ie to rs  o f  tne efl’efcts, fo furrep tu ioufly  
acquired , were the m elanchoiy wiineffes to this infa- 
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mous bufinefs; and they were grofsly infiilied u n 
d e r  their  misfbrtiines with contem ptuous rcllcftions 
and virulent abulc.

U was certainly a te rr ib ly  unfortunate 
circumltanci* ibr people o f  wealth and 
diituiCtioh to be fuddcnly  expelled their 
habitation.s, rcduced to the utmoH p en u 
ry , turned, iike vagrants, into a wide in- 
hofpitablc world, wholly dellitute o f  the 
means for procuring  ilie necelfaries in- 
dilpenfably requ ired  for the preiervation o f  exifl- 
cnce : but flill a greater aggravation o f  mifery was 
to eiflue. I 'h e lc  cruel enemies confined many thou- 
fandsoi ou r  people, m en, women, and children, in 
a fmall fpace, like bealls in a pound, and  as they 
were entirely dellitute o f  provifions, it was cx p e tl -  
ed that they would perilh in a fhort time, either 
through want of  nouiifhm ent o r  the corrup tion  o f  
the a ir ;  which c<)uld not fail o f  being rendered  o f  a 
very im pure qualitj-, by paffing through the lungs o f  
luch a num ber of people. T h e  body pofleffes a na* 
tural heat, and  a conltaiu fucreflion o f  frefh air is 
necelfary fur the affillance o f  refpiration; but if  
pu re  and refrefhing air cannot be inhaled, that 
which is a lready  vitiated operates as fuel added to  
flarnes, and the confetiu tnce mult be fatal.

T h e  milerable people confined in the 
above-mentioned m anner being unable to 
exift fbr want o f  frefh air, fbn\c o f  them 
re trea ted  to the lea fhore, fbme to the 
dt;rerts, and  others to lonely cemetaries: 
they who ventured to remain in any  part o f  the 
c ity ,  excep ting  the i'mall fpace allotted to them , 
were furioufly aflaulted with cudgels, tiles, bricks, 
and o ther  weapons, which were d ire t ted  againft 
thofe p a ru  of the body where it was fu ipofed wounds 
and bruif ;s would be moll likely to deprive the un 
happy fufferers o f  life; and they who came into the 
city ,  being unconf'cious o f  the popular fury that 
prevailed , were treated  with equal leverity. A Hritl
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guard  was kept on that narrow (juarter o f  the c i t \ r ^  
where the milerable wretch<^ were confined, ariSL 
fuch as were d c te t ted  in attempting to elcape were 
pu t  to death, alter fullering the moll excruciatipg 
tortures  that it was poHible fbr lunnan cruelty  to 
fuggelt: and admitting that they had fortitude fuf
ficient to bear their own calamities, it is flill reafon. 
able to fuppofc that the hope o f  refcuing their fami
lies from the milc-rable fate o f  failing facrifices to 
hunger would induce them lo attem pt elfetliirg aiv 
efcape.

A num erous party  o f  ou r  enemie.-t fta- 
tioned themlelves upon the banks o f  the 
r iver, in o rd e r  to leize the Jewifli m e r
chants who came to trade at Alexandria.
T h e y  made fires o f  the timbers belonging ’ 
to the veliels, and caft the merchants alive inff) the 
flamef, and  made fpoil o f  all their effetls. O th e r  
Jew s fuifcred in a flill m ore cruel m anner in the 
middle o f  the c ity ; where brufh-wood being p ro 
vided in llead o f  billets, the fuel was kindled, and 
ihc u n happy  vifclims were th row n into the fire: the
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v o o d  being  green , and co n feo n cn tly  moift,  the 
finokc operated  more pow erfully  than the flames, 
v i ie re b y  the fufl’erings o f  the people  were r e n d e r 
ed  m ore terr ib le  and lafting. M any  o f  o u r  people 
were drawn th rough  the flreets an d acro fs  the inarKet 
place by  m eans o f  ropes, and  fo im placable was the 
rage o f  o u r  enemies, that, af te r  p u tt ing  them to 
death  in this m anner ,  with m ore than favage b a r 
barity ,  th ey in fu l ted  the dead carcafes by quarte ring  
and  cu tting  them to pieces, after which they  tram-

E led them u n d e r  their  feet, fuf!'ering no parts o f  the 
odies to rem ain  in a ftate that  w ould  intitle them 

to in term ent,
T h e  A lexandrians finding that the go

v e rn o r  o f  the p ro v in ce  adopted  no mea- 
fures for the f^upproffion of  ̂ the popular  
tum ult,  which he could  have effetled  
w ithout the leaft difficulty, b u t  that he 
p re ten d ed  to be wholly ignorant o f  the 
ou trageous tranfafctions, they  in terp re ted  
his c o n d u t t  on this occafion into an en 
couragem ent o f  their abominable p rac

tices;  and  in this confidence they p ro ceed ed  to the 
tfxercife o f  m ore  daring crimes. T h e re  were great 
num bers  o f  o ra tor ies ,  o r  places o f  p rayer ,  fituated 
in  d ivers  parts o f  the city , and againft thefe bu ild
ings the rage o f  the enem y was now d ire t led  with 
the greatefl v io lence : they deflroyed manv o f  the 
ora tories  by Hre and o ther  means, and  cu t down, or 
to r e  up  by the roo ts ,  the fu rround ing  groves and 
trees.  T h e  flames com m unica ted  to the ad jacen t 
habita tions; and  it will be naturally  fuppofed that 
confiderable dam age was fuftained, it being a matter 
o f  great difficulty to Hop the progrefs o f  fire where 
inflammable materials abound . T h e  gilt ftatues, 
v i th  their  titles and  infcriptions, the crowns, b u ck 
lers, garlands, and  o ther illuftrious memorials, 
which feveral o f  the R om an  em perors  had efla- 
blifhed in teftim ony o f  the honour and  v ir tue  o f  the 
Jew s, and  which were held in high veneration , 
were en tire ly  confum ed in this conflagration, l iu t  

"no^confiderations had*power to reflrain the im petu 
ous fury  o f  thefe people, who, fo far from e n te r 
ta in ing  the leaft apprehenfion o f  being b rough t  to 
condign  punifhm ent for their ou tra i’cous violences, 
were confcious that, as Caligula harboured  the molt 
im placable  enmity againft the Jew s, they could by 
n o  meatis m ore e f reau a l ly  ingratiate thcinfelves into 
his favour than by perfecuting theni with the moft 
cxceflive rigour.

T h a t  they might p rofecute their ba rb a
rous and fanguinary  defigns with the

deemed it expedi- 
e to  every  poflible
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greater fecurity , the 
en t to have recour 
ftratagem o f  infinuation and  flattery, for 
the purpofe  o f  gaining an intereft with 
the em pero r;  and with this view they 

proceeded  in the following m an n er ;  the rioters had 
no t  v en tu red  to attem pt the burning br otherwife de- 
f t roy ing  a great num ber o f  ^he oratories, on ac- 
counjt o f  their being a ttended  by very  ftrong parties 
o f  Jews, with w’’honi they ju d g e d  it  would bl: dan 

gerous to engage in a co n ten tion ;  but, with a def ign ' 
to in terrup t  o u r  religious worftiip, offer a grofs'in- 
d ign ity  to  our  holy  law, and ,  a t  the fame time, in 
gratiate themfelves with the em peror ,  they  d e te r 
m ined  to  e r e d  his ftatue in all thofe places for re li 
gious m eetings which they had not def troved . I n  
the principal o f  thefe buildings they  placed the fta
tue o f  Caligtila in a chariot with four n o r fe so f  braf's. 
T h is  was an example that m any  o f  the A lexandrians 
were anx iou fiy  defirous to co p y ;  and  being^unable 
to  p ro cu re  perfefl figures o f  horfes, they took  from  
the gym naiium, o r  places o f  exercifes, thofe muti 
la ted  ones which are faid to have been ded ica ted  to 
the honour o f  C leopatra ,  the great g randm other  o f  
the laft qiieen o f  that name.

I t  was, indeed , ex trao rd inarv  that they  RcfleOione 
fliould e x p e t l  to gain the efleem o f  a on their »b- 
prince fo rem arkably  vain and imperious 
as Caligula, by pre tending  to manifeft a vene ra t ion  
fo r his perfon in the dedication o f  m utila ted , old , 
and  decayed  figures, which had been fo rm erly  d e 
dicated to a wom an, and were now unw orthy  the re 
gard o f  an imperial prince. T h e y  had the confi
dence to  e x p e t t  that the rid iculous m ockery  which 
they had p ra d if e d  under the p re tex t o f  veneration  
and  rei'ped would intitle them to ex trao rd inary  r e 
wards: but the circum ftance from which they c laim 
ed the greateft merit was the transform ing fuch n u m 
bers o f  oratories in to  temples, and increafing the 
num ber o f  thofe buildings dedica ted  to the ho n o u r  
o f  the em pero r;  though u  is beyond  all d ifpute that 
they were not influenced by a regard  to the h o n o u r  
o f their prince, but by a defire o f  gratify ing the im
placable and invetera te  rage which they cfitertaincd 
againft the Jewifh people.

T e n  fovereigns re igned in E g y p t  for 
th ree  hundred  years, d a r in g  which time 
not a ftatue o r  an image was confecrated  
to a n y o n e  o f  them ; b u t  though conlci- 
ous that they  were no m ore than men, 
they  placed them am ong the n u m b er  o f  
the ^ods, and behaved to  them  with the veneration  
and refpefcl that arc  ufually obferved towards the d i
vinities: bu t this is a m atter  that will not greatly  e x 
cite o u r  adm iration, fince it is their cuftom to pay 
adoration  to crocodiles, ferpents, birds, beafts, hfh- 
es, and  o ther creatures; and finer- teuipl«s, altars, 
and  groves, dedicated to th e h o n o u i  o f  various kinds 
o f  animals, abound in all parts o f  Egypt.

T h e  A lexandrians  are m ore rem arkab ly  ad d id ed  
to  flattery than any o ther people in the uni verfe, and 
it is their cuftom to cultivate the favour o f  princes 
accord ing  to  the good fortune they en joy , without 
regard  to their perfonal v irtues o r  m e r i t s : and, 
therefore , they m^.y urge , in rep ly  to what we have 
faid above, that fince the R om an em perors  greatly  
furpafs the Ptolemies, in point o f  power, g randeur,  
a n a  p rofperity ,  they muft confcquently be inlitied 
to  m ore  diftinguifiied honours. T h e  abfurdtty  of 
this anfwer muft inflantly appear;  bu t let it be d e 
m anded  o f  thofe who m ay be inclinable to  conleft 
the m auer ,  W h a t  rca i’on can be affigned that fimilar

honours
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EjtcUentch*. h onours  were not obferved  towards O c -  
/ . a e r  o f  O c -  tavianus, to  whom CaliguU (lands in- 
uvunui. debted  for the poirefTion o f  the imperial 
d ign ity?  T h e  reign o f  this princc con tinued  for the 
(pace o f  th ree  and  forty years, d u r in g  which time 
he  exerc ifed  the governm ent with fo m uch  wifdom 
and  difcretion, that he pre lcrved  both G re ece  and 
B arbary  in a Itate o f  tl>e m olt perfect and  u n in te r 
ru p te d  tranquill i ty ,  en joy ing  the great bleffings ne- 
ceirarily refuiting from peace; and  on his deceafe, 
th e re  appeared  no  profpe6l to  threaten a diRurbance 
o f  the jpublic happujefs. But Ofclavianus received 
none of thofe honours which have been pa id  to  his 
fucceflor. D id  this negleft o f  T ib e r iu s  happen  be- 
caufe he was inferior to  Caligula in point o f  family? 
T h a t  objefction can n o t  be u rg e d ;  for it is indif^Mita- 
ble that the defcent o f  T ib er iu s  was m uch m ore illuf- 
tr ious ,  both  b y  fa ther and m other ,  than that o f  C a
ligula. Can it be aflerted that T ib e r iu s  was deficient 
in a knowledge o f  the world, o r  a capacity for bufi- 
j]efs? T h e  afje in which he lived cou ld  no t  boaft a 
m an poUeffing a more found ju d g m en t,  a deeper pe
netra tion  into hum an nature , o r  g reater powers o f  
e locu tion .  N o  prince o r  em pero r  was ever m ore 
ju f t ly  celebrated for the perfection o f  the intellec
tual  faculties at an early  p er iod  o f  life, o r  known to 
have  declined into old age with m ore  diftinguiflied 
honours .  I t  is not ufual for the m aturity  o f  un d er-  
i landing to arrive bu t with years  and  expe rience ;  to 
this, however, T ib e r iu s  proved a rem arkab le  e x 
cep tion ;  for fo early  in youth  did  the powers o f  his 
n im d d ifc lay  themlelves in full v igour, that he was 
d ift inguilnea  by  the appella tion  ot the M  young princt. 
T h e  em inen t virtues o f  T ib e r iu s ,  and  his g rea t  qua
lifications for the d ifcharge o f  th e fu n f t io n s  o f  ro y .  
a lty , Icemed to  have exalted  him above the level o f  
hum an nature. H is fleady refolution, p ro found  p o 
licy, found  ju d g m en t ,  ftriQ; adm inijiration o f  juf- 
tice, and  o th e r  great  v irtues , gave him the firtt title 
to  the glorious name o f  A uguftus;  and that h o n o u r
able d iftinftion, which he derived riot from his an- 
cellors by  v irtue o f  an hered itary  claim, but which 
o rig inated in his own perlbnal m erit ,  will be tranf- 
m itted to his defcendents. iBut the folly and ingra
titude o f  m an is fuch, that the m erit  o t this in co m 
parable prince ha» been en tire ly  neglcfc\ed, and his 
?t>emory infulted; for the ho^nours o f  which he was 
deem ed unw orthy  have been  ofi'cred to  tire barba
rous ty ran t  Caligula.
H Uwif*c.n- W h e n  T ib er iu s  aflumed the govern- 

ta vrsTi m ent,  fo general and  deflruftive a war 
iropjrtui prevailed , that  th e  extirpation  o f  man- 

juiiice. Teemed 10 be th rea tened  in the ap 
prehended  confequences o f  the furious and  bloody 
contention; in which nation w asoppofed  againft na
tion, and  peop le  againft people; and ,  in m ort ,  the 
g rea ter  par t  o f  the world was co n cern ed  in this dif- 
pute  for em pire , whereon the felicity, and  even the 
cxillence o f  m a n k in ^  fecmed to depend. A t  this 
important jun£ lure ,  it was the pleafure o f  D ivine 
Vruvidence to  appoint the  defcendent o f  an illuftri- 
ous family as th e  agent b y  whom m an k in d  was to  be 

No, 31.

relieved from the alarm ing  p rofpefi  o f  impending; 
ruin. W h e n  T iberius  to o k  pofl'cffion o f  the htlm^ 
the ftorm, as at the word o f  a guardian angel, fub- 
fidcd into a profound pcace. This  incom parably  
excellen t prince put a i>eriod to the hoflilities an a  
devaflations which fo violently  raged in every  q u a r
te r  o f  the gl(/be; he cleared the feas o f  pirates, an d  
caufed an abundance  o f  all the neceffanes and  Con
veniences o f  life, by  prom oting a commercial intcr- 
courfe between the different countries;  reformed 
the manners o f  the moft barbarous nations, and  
gave  them to experience  the happiijefs refuUin|f 
from civil fociety; relicvefl the provinces from c ^ -  
prcffion, and fo great was his b o u n ty  to the diflc- 
ren t  towns, that they  were fcarcely fenfible they  
did not en jo y  unlimited freedom, f t e  adm inille rcd  
ju f t ice  with f tr i t t  im partia lity ; fucccfsfully ex e r ted  
liis endeavours  to preferve an un in te rrup ted  tran- 
quillity, and d if lr ibu ted  his bounties with unlim ited 
generofity ;  fo that the people had ev e ry  reafon to  
congratu la te  themfelves on the circumftance o f  liv
ing u n d er  the dominion o f  a prince  fo adm irably 
qualified to ren d e r  their happinefs in every  r d p e f t  
com plete .  T iberius  con tinued  in the unifc)rm pur- 
fuit o f  this excellent line o f  conduf t  till the conc lu - 
fion o f  his life. Thi* tru ly  great and glorious 
p r ince ,  the com m on b en e faa o r  o f  m ank ind , held 
the governm ent o f  E g y p t  for the fpacc o f  three and  
forty years, with unblemUhed h o n o u r  to  himl'elf, 
and  unexam pled  benefit to  the pub lic :  bu t  no de- 
fign has been  conceived  o f  com m em orating his e x 
trao rd ina ry  v irtues, by dedicating images o r  •flatues 
to  his hon o u r  in any  o f  the places o f  public  wor*

O f  all m ank ind ,  T iberius  had indif- E«aiifnt 
pu tab ly  the niofl ju f l  preteirfion to ex- of
traord inary  refpeQ a n a  veneration ; not 
on ly  as being the au tho r  o f  the auguf t  imperial fa
mily, bu t alio on accoun t of-b is  having am im cd to 
h imfelf the whole powers o f  fo v e re ig n ^ ,  which 
were before divided amongA divers  pe r lc in s ; c .;r^  
co n t in u ed  to  exercile  his auth<>rity with fo much 
m odera tion ,  wifdom, and difcretion, as to p rocu re  
th e  moft p c rfc t t  happinefs to hi>! people. I t  was a 
ju f l  obfervation o f  an ancient, that “  D anger  is 
e v e r  a t tendan t  upon  a d iv ided fovereigiity, fincc 
public  evils a re  to be apprehended  froip th ed ifd -  
greem ent o f̂ private  fentiments.*’ T h e  great m erit  
o f  T ib er iu s  has been univerfally  acknow ledged by  
m ankind ,  who have decreed  to  him divine honours ,  
fuch as temples, groves, porticos, and  fuch o th e r  
proofs o f  m agnihccnce and  ingenuity  as g rea t ly  fur- 
pafs  all o th e r  produClions, whether ancient o r  m o
de rn .  T h e  moft rem arkable  o f  thefe is Carfar's te m 
p le ,  in A lexandria ,  bearing  the name o f  Sebafte. 
T h e  fituation o f  this incom parable f l ru f tu re  is op-

S)ofite an exceed ing ly  com m odious harbour. I t  is
0 high that it is to be pcrceived  at a furpriliiig dif- 

ta n c e ,  and  it is ex ten live  in p ropor tion  to its ele
vation. All the parts o f  the  build ing a rc  beauti
fied with gold and  filver. In  point . o t  architefclurc, 
it is a m olt curious and  maftcrly p e r fo rm an ce .

7 O  N o th in g
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N o th in g  can be imagined m ore  t ru ly  m agnificent 
than the galleries, libraries, p o rches ,  courts ,  and 
halls ;  and  the clcgancc o f  the f t ru t lu re  is g reatly  
in iprovcd  by  the pleafing difpofition o f  the confe- 
c ra ted  groves. I t  abounds with caphal  pain tings 
an d  flatucs, and  various o th e r  rich donatives  and 
oblations. In  fliort, the whole w ork was finifhed 
with all the g randeur  and  clegance that  it cou ld  r e 
ceive from tlie u tmoft exertions  o f  in g en u ity ,  in d e 
fatigable lab o u r ,  and  unlim ited  expence .  I t  is a 
conTpicuous guide to m ariners ,  wliom it enables to 
navigate their vcfl'cls ,with g reater  fafcty both  tO; and  
frotn the harbour.  ^

Since fuch diltinguiflicd honours  were paid to  T i 
berius, by  the com m on confent o f  t,he d ifferent tia- 
tions. can it be u rged  that the people were delicient 
in acknowledging tneir g rea t  obligations to that  moft 
excellen t em p ero r ,  becaufe they  om itted  to ere£t 
his flatucs in the o ra tb r ies  J)elonging to the Jews? 
T h e  reafon that ftutues were no t e re t led  in thofe 
places o f  worfhip to the h o n o u r  o f  T iberius ,  was a 
confcioufnefs in the  people  that he was not m ore de- 
lirous o f  exa ft ing  a conform ity to  the laws, ind itu-  
tions , and  ceremcmies o f  ^ o m e ,  than o f  allowing 
the inhabitan ts  o f  the d ifferent p rov inces  tlie full 
en jo y m en t o f  their  cultoips, rights, and  privileges. 
T h o u g h  he did  not en tire ly  approve o f  the great 
ven e ra t io n  that was fhewn towards hirn, he deem ed 
i t  im pruden t to  d ifcountenance a pra ft ice  which the 
d ign ity  o f  the  em pire  req u ired ,  and  ferved to in- 
fp ire  the public  w)th re lpe ft  an d  obedience to  the 
governm ent.  As a p ro o f  that he was no t elated by- 
v an ity ,  and that he abhorred  fervile adulation , it is 
o n ly  necefTary to m ention that h t  would not perm it 
his fubjefts  to t rea t  him in the ch a ra f tc r  cither o f  a deity  o r  a m aftcr; no r  did he fcruple to dec lare  
his approbation  o f  the condu6l o f  the people o f  ou r  
nation, in  ho ld ing  fo abom inable a prafclice in the 
u tm oft abhorrence .  B u t for thefe fentiments it can
no t  be fupppfed that he would have futt'ered f« con- 

wCrlerable a p ar t  o f  the^city  b ey o n d  T y b e r  to remain 
in pod tf l ion  o f  the Jew s (the m ajority  o f  whom 
h ad  been prifoners o f  war, b u t  w'cre re ftored  to 
freedom  by  their  m aftersj,  and have allowed them 
the priv ilege -of living acco rd ing  to  the laws and 
cuftoms o f  th e ir  own x o u n try .  H e  was perfcfclly 
acquain ted  with the na tu re  o f  the oratories, and 
that the Jews affembled in thofi* buildings, p a r t icu 
larly on the fabbath-days, for the purpofe  o f  exer- 
cifing the duties o f  religion, accord ing  to the cuf- 
tom  o f  the ir  anccftors ;  n o r  was he a l l ra n g e r to  the 
con tribu tions  that were m ade, and  tranfmitted  to 
Jerufalem , u n d e r  the denom ination o f  firft-fruits; 
o r  that facrifices were offered, and  the fun tt ions  o f  
the priefthood regularly  perform ed. But he never 
cxpreffed  the moll diftant in tention o f  expelling  o u r  
p eo p le  from the city. E ven  in Palcltine they were 
indu lged  in the un in te rrup ted  p ra t l ic e  o f  the re li
gion o f  their co u n try  j n o r  was any  kind o f  reftrain t 

. im pofed up o n  thcm^ with regard  cither to  their ora- 
, to n es  o r  their meetings for delibera ting  upon  legif- 
U tivc points. So far from enter ta in ing  a difappro-

3

m
bation o f  the folemnlties o f  o u r  re ligion, he p je -  
fented o u r  temple with a var ie ty  o f  rich donatives, 
which we are ye t  able to produce in teftimony o f  
the lkn£tion he gave to o u r  cuftoms, thereby  mani- 
fefting the veneration  in which he held o u r  re li
gion. H e  ilfued an exprcfs com m and, that^ e n 
tire ly  at his own expence ,  facrihces Ihould be daily  
offered to the moll high G o d : this cuftoin has been  
obfcrved to the p re len t time, and it will eve r  be 
ft.riftly adhered  to, and  ju f t ly  confulercd as 'an  ho 
nourab le  memorial o f  the v irtue and  piety o f  T ib e 
rius. O n  occafi(<n a f  public  diftributions o f  m o 
ney and co rn ,  this incom parab 'o  prince  p rov ided  
that the Jews fhould  be included  in the n u m b er  o f  
thofe who par took  o f  the royal b o u n ty ;  and  i f  the 
benefafclions were to be delivered on. the fabbath o f  
the Jew s, w'hen they  are prohib ited  from  giving, o r  
receiv ing , o r  performing any  kind o f  worji o r  buli- 
nefs, par ticu la rly  if  their intereft is concerncd  
there in , he exprefsly com m anded the p ro p e r  officers 
to  deliver due p ropor tions  to  them on the following 
day. T h e  favourable trea tm ent which they  ex p e r i 
enced  from T ib e r iu s  gave the Jews a confiderable 
fliare o f  confequence with the o ther  nations, who, 
though  natura l enemies to  them , dared  not ven tu re  
to in terrup t them in the en joym en t o f  their p riv i
leges, fince th ey  were fo ev iden tly  patronifed , and  
greatly  favoured  by the em peror.

T h e  c ircum ftances o f  the Jews were as 
aufpicious u n d e r  the dominion o f  T ib e 
rius as u n d e r  that o f  Auguftus,  a l though 
Sejanus exerted  his utmoft endeavours  to 
e f ie d  the ru in  o f  fuch o f  o u r  people  as refided in 
the city o f  R o m e,  by  grofsly  calumniating them  to 
the em peror.  Soon after the miferablc dcadi o f  Se- „ 
jan u s ,  T ib e r iu s  difcovered that the in jurious reports i  
which he  had com m unicated  reipefcting the Jews, 
were intirely  deftitute o f  a foundation in tn i th ,  and 
calcu la ted  to anfwer no o th e r  purpofe  than that o f  
v io len tly  irritating him a p i n f t  them, becaufe Se ja
nus had found them to be a people, whom, o f  all 
othprs, he had  moft reafon to ap p rehend  would vi- 
goroufiy  oppofe the impious delign he had meditated 
o f  facrificing the life o f  his p rince . H e re u p o n  T i 
berius difpatched im mediate orders  to the goveuiors 
o f  the feveral p rovinces, en joining them to trea t  the 
Jews with g rea t  lenity, excepting  on ly  fome few who 
had  been concerned  in Sejanus’s co n fp iracy ;  and 
that no  in te rrup tion  ftiould be offered to them in the 
exercife  o f  their  religion ; for tha t  he confidered 
them  as a peop le  whole laws, lives, and m anners were 
by  no  means repugnant to the inftitutioiis o f  govern
m ent,  o r  dangerous to the pub lic  tranquilli ty .

HI) emJudt 
tow irdf the 
Jtwt com- 
mmdeil.

C  H  A  P. X .

The A L E X A N D R IA N S  comply -with C A L IG U L A ’S 
Dejire o f  being venerated as a Deity. Stme Acconvi 
o f the Worfliip praElifcd by the A LE X A N D R IA N ^^  
An E G Y P T I A N  named H E L IC O , who had betn

a Slavi,



^ h a p . X . l  P H I L O ’S E M B A S S Y  T O  C A I U S  C A L I G U L A . 607

a Slave, irritates C A L IG U L A  againjl the J E W S  
V  A L E X A N D R I A .

c.iijui.'i VI. '  I " 'H E  phrenfy  o f  Calicu la  was now ar- 
nity.iidpre- X  rivccl to fo in im oderalc  a height,

c laim ed divine honours ,  
bu t aClually believed  hinifelf to be a divi

n i ty ;  and neither tl]c G reeks ,  the Barbarians, o r  any 
o th e r  people, were fo readv  to  encourage  his e x t ra 
vagan t pretenfions as the A lexandrians.  T h e y  are a 
people  w ho-greatly  furpals all the o ther  inhabitants 
o f  tne  earth  in the arts o f  flattery, dilfinnilation and 
hypocrify  : they have a rem arkably  inlijuiating m an
ner ,  a g reat  com m and o f  words, and  are em inently  
qualified for c rea ting  popular tumults and dcd roy ing  
the  o rd e r  o f  governm ent.  A p ro p e r  idea o f  the r e 
ligious principles o f  thefe people will be formed, 
when it is conlidered  that they pay adoration to their 
ibes (ferpentsj, afps, and  divers o ther an im als; and 
thus th ey  dece ive  peop le  who are not ap Jriled o f  the 
abom inable impiety o f  the E g y p t ia n s : bu t they arc 
he ld  in the utmoll abh o rren ce  by  all good men who 
arc acq iia in ted  with the real natiA-e o f  their praclices. 
ruifom;»du- Caligula was vain enough to entertain 
j,ation o f the the ab lu rd  fuppolition that the A lexandri- 
Ai«»ndri»m. bclicvcd him to be a  god in rea l i ty ;  
for they hailed him with the acclamations, an d  ob- 
ferved towards him the ex ternal formalities, ulual in 
the religious cerem onies o f  their c o u n try ;  and  there 
was fo great a plaufibility in their m anner ,  that the 
em pero r  cou ld  not perceive the difference between a 
falle and a true  worihip. T h u s  infatuated, he con- 
fidered the venera tion  paid him by  the peop le ,  and  
the -facrileges they had com m itted  in the ora tor ies ,  
as ev iden t proofs o f  their great zeal and  affec
tion towards his p e r f o n : and the inoft excellent 
poem s o r  hiflories cou ld  not have been m ore  accep t
able to him than the accounts he daily received 
o f  what paffed in A lexandria  re fpeQ ing  thefc fub- 
jcfcis. T n e  intelligence was conveyed  l>y his own 
domeflics, who were adm irab ly  qualified to  gratify 
the inclinations o f  their  m afler;  for they  e x tp v a -  
gantly praifed whatever he approved , and as feverely 
condem ned every  thing to  which he expreffed  an 
averfion. T hefe  domeflics were principa lly  E g y p 
tians, an abject, and in every  re fpe tt  a contem ptible 
people, educated  from the ir  infancy in the abom i
nable pracUce o f  paying adoration  to  ferpents and  
crocoailes.

T h e  chief o f  thefe people was an Egyp- 
,iniiau.uicr.of tiaii, iiauied HcHco, a m an o f  obicure  
Mciico, an birth  and  abandoned  principles, who had 

infmuated himfelf into favour at court,  
by unjuflifiable pra£tices. H e lico  had acquired 
fome I'iterarv knowledge while in the capacity  o f  a 
flave to h is 'f i i f t  mafter, by  whom he was prefented

• to the deceafed em p ero r  Tiberius Caefar. l iu t  this 
prince, even in the ea r ly  part of his life, was o f  a 
grave difpofition, and  ev e r  inclined to confider fr i
volous m atters  with c o n te m p t ; and therefore  he en- 

/e r ta in ed  no regard  for Helico , in whom he oblerved 
/b u f fo o n e ry  to be the d it tinsu iih ing  chara t lc r i i l ic .

Upon the deceafe o f  T iberius ,  and  the fucceflion o f  
Caligula to the imperial d ign ity ,  I le lico  determ ined 
to accommodate himfelf to the difpofition o f  his new 
mafler, whom he obferved  to be a princc wholly 
abandoned to the unlimited indulgence o f  his inor
dinate and  vicious dcfires; and thus he argued with 
h im fe lf :

“  T h e  time is now arrived  when thou H.difciofei 
mayelt prom ote thy 9wn advantage; there- h il private 

fore, H e lico ,  permit not fo favourable an 
o p portun ity  to e icap e ,  but roufe thyfelf into a8 iv ity .  
T hou halt now a mafler pcrfcftly agreeable to  thy  
.willies : he will attentively  liflen to thy difcourfe, 
and yield to thy perfuafions. T h o u  haft a diQiofition 
that can eaflly accommodate itfelf to all perfons and 
c ircu m flan ces ; and there are bu t few, i f  any, who 
can rival thee in the talent o f  hum our,  raillery and  
fatirical mirth. T h o u  art no t m ore deeply fklllcd in 
the liberal fciences than thofe which are deem ed illi
beral. T h o u  art not on ly  ab'.e to em ploy the arts o f  
flattery with fuccefs, but aifo to ren d e r  thofe againfl 
whom thou hafl conceived an enm ity  the ob jetls  o f  
fufpicion and refentment by oblimie in finuations: 
and thou art well aware that thy eilorts will operate  
the m ore  powerfully  in proportion  to tlie degree  o f  
art  with which thy  motives are d ilguifed; and  that 
thou hafl now to deal with a p rince  ever willing 
to yield attention to  reproach  and calum ny. T h o u  
haft no caufe to apprehend the want o f  fubjefts : for 
the Jewifh peop le ,  their, laws and ceremonies, will 
afford thee ample materials for the cxercife of  tliy 
ingenuity. T o  execra te  thefe people  and their cuU 
toms, thou hafl been inftrufted  from thy  infancy , 
not m erely  by  particu lar individuals, but by  nearly  
the whole body  o f  the Alexandrians. L et  it then be 
proved  how far thy  abilities a re  able to re n d e r  thee 
fervice.”

H elico ’s thoughts were, therefore , now 
wholly engroffcd by  the plan he had co n 
ceived ; and  he continually  employed him
felf in endeavouring to cxafperate C ali
gula againft the Jews r he pSid no regard

liifti|atci Ca> 
li|juU to per> 
fecute anil 
d tltroy tlie

to
nig

Jroper times o r  feafons, but e ither by  day  or 
It, as his inclinations happened to dictate, in ter

rup ted  the em pero r  in his moft private  re tirem ents, 
and  du ring  the hours dedicated to plcafure, and  
adopted every  fpecies o f  artifice that was likely to in- 
creafe that averfion which he a lready en ter ta ined  
againft the people o f  o u r  na tion ; and  his w icked 
and malicious inlinuations had the g reater effeft, as 
they were delivered in a ftyle o f  ironical pleafantry. 
H e  ju d g ed  it not good policy openly  to declare  him 
felf the enemy o f  the Jews, but fo artfully  difguifed 
his m eaning, and  c o n d u c e d  his treacherous fcheme 
with fo m u cn  addrefs, that he involved ou r  people in 
g rea te r  calamities than he could  poffibly have done 
had  his intentions been obvious.

T h e  embaffadors appointed by the peo
ple o f  A lexandria  had no I'ooner difco- 
v e red  that H e lico  was a man capable o f  
rendering  them  efiiential fervice, than they 
purfued  ev e ry  poffible means for attach-

He it {ready 
carrlTcd and 
I (warded Ky 
tilt AWm h .  
driiint.

• i n g
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Helico to their 
p«rly.

ing  him to th e ir  intereft, for which p u rpofe  they pre- 
fen ted  him with v ery  confidcrab lc  fuins o f  m o ney , 
an d  prom ifed  to p ro cu re  him diflingniflicd honours  
u p o n  the em p ero r’s arrival at A lexandria ,  where he 
was e x p e f te a  in a fhort t im e ;  and  he engaged  to 
fulfil th e ir  reqiiefts. H e lico  g r ta t ly  del igh ted  him- 
felf by  anticipating in his imagination the rc fp e f ta n d  
h o n o u r  that w ould  be paid  to him by  the embafl'a- 
do rs  who would refort  to  A lexandria  from all q u a r 
te rs  o f  the univerfe fo r  the purpofe  o f  manifelling 
th e ir  venera tion  towards the perfon o f  the em peror .  
Thejewi mcans o f  defend ing  ourfelvcs a-
«pdea»our to gainlt  o u r  open and profefTed etiemies 
t.rin?over h itherto  intirely engroffcd our  attcn

tion ,  fo that we en ter ta ined  not the lead  
fufpicion that meafures were purfu ing  for 

©ur deftrufclion by an inveterate  and concealed  en e 
m y  in the perfon o f  Helico, But upon difcovering 
th a t  this m an was v io len tly  pre j\id iced again it  us, 
v e  ex e r ted  o u r  u tm oll  endeavours ,  by  flattery and  
fuch o th e r  means as we ju d g e d  m o d  likely  to  prove 
ettefctual, to  incline him to o u r  in terett,  confiaering 

,h im  as a m an from whom we had  the greateft reafon 
to  apprehend  d a n g e r ; for he  a ttended  Caligula at 
fcathngs, balls, wredlings, bathings, and  all o th e r  
en te r ta in m en ts  and  exercifes, and  was his com panion 
in  his fenfual debaucheries .  Being firft gen tlem an 
o f  his bed-cham ber, he cou ld  on no occafion be at 
a  k)fs for the op p o r tu n ity  o f  engag ing  the em peror 
in  converfa tion . T h e  great o b j m  o f  his defire was 
to  efficft the deftruftion o f  the  J ew s ;  and  for this

I mrpofe he calum niated us with the molt barbarous 
evcrity ,  b u t  in  a  ftyle o f  fuch exquifite hum our 

an d  ra illery, that  his m alevolent re lle tl ions  fcemed 
to  be unprem edita ted , without the  leatt defign o f  
p ro m o tin g  mirchief, but wholly ca lcu la ted  to aH'ord 
p leafure to the em peror.  H e  purfued  his infamous 
machinations with th e  moft confummate ar t ,  con- 
n e t t in g  his mifreprefentations together with fuch in
genuity , that they  m utually  ferved to elucidate an d

• a d d f o r c e  to each  o ther.  In  (hort, the artifices he 
em p lo y ed  p roved  fo fuccefsful, that  their efte6ls 
were n ev e r  to  be e rad ica ted  from  the mind o f  Cali- 
gala .

C H A P .  XI .

The J E W S  o f  A L E X A N D R IA  appoint Drputies to 
veprejnit their Cafe to the Emperor, P H IL O  being 
ike C h it/ o j  the Embajfy.

T h e  Jew . 4 e . T T A V IN G  affiduoufly lab o u red  to  the
fp jirof fuc-' j C j L  utmoft ex ten t o f  o u r  abilities to  in-
eredinfwith fluence H c lico  i n o u r  favour, and  having
“ uieftArt,. experienced  the m ortifv ing difappoint-
fainUnirfc- m cnt o f  fitiding him  to be a m an or an
»our. infufferably arrogant and haugh ty  difpofi-
tion, and  fo difficult d f  accefs that it was not polfible 
to  gain his attention to  o u r  caufe, we deem ed it ne- 
ce lla ry  to feck, rcdrefs by  o ther  m eans, n o t  knowing

Their depu- 
tiei meet C t- 
liguU in the 
fieU or Maci, 
who difl'em- 
blej with 
them.

but fome par ticu la r  and  perfonal p iq u e  o r  enm ity  
might be the caufe o f  his p rc judic ilig  us in the o p i 
nion o f  C'aligula. I t  was deem ed ex p ed ien t  to pre- 
ient a memorial to the em p ero r ,  reprei'enting the 
grievances we fuffered, and  fupplicating redrefs. 
w h e n  king A grippa was going to  Syria, no t long  
previous to this time, he ftopped a t  A lexandria ,  and  
we then prefented to  him an addrefs, o f  which the 
above-m entioned  memorial was an abltraft .

W e  departed ,  in order to  repair  to 
R o m e ,  cnerifhinp the flattering be lie f  
that we fhould find C aligu la  a benevo
lent prince and  an e q u i t^ i le  ju d g e ;  but 
we were milerably  deceived in o u r  op i
n ion; for fatal expe rience  convinced  us 
that he entertainecl a moft inveterate and implacable 
enm ity  againit the people o f  o u r  nation. H e  r e 
ce ived  us in the field o f  M ars ,  ad jacen t t o  T y b e r ,  
and difguifed the real fentiments o f  his heart by  fa- 
lu ting us with great com placency  and  apparen t 
good-will, fignifying, b y  a m otion  o f  his right-hand, 
that we were perfefctly w elcom e; and  he d ifpatched  
H om ulus, the in troduce r  o f  em balfadors, to inform  
us, that on the firft o p o r tu n i ty  o f  leifure he would 
take  o u r  caufe into m ature  confidcration . F rom  
thefe circum ftances, it was imagined, n o t  by  the 
Jews a lone, b u t  by  all perlbns prefent,  that o u r  ap 
plication would fucceed to  the ex ten t  o f  o u r  wiflies.

I had the ho n o u r  to  be appo in ted  ch ief   ̂
o f  the einbaffy from the Jews o f  A lexan- poilnVheri 
d r i a t o  the em pero r  Caius C a ligu la ;  and  “f '‘‘e «n»- 
th e  expe rience  a n d  knowledge which I 
had  acqu ired  in tl>e w orld  enaoled  me to  avoid  the 
e r ro r  o f  judg ing  from fuperficial appeara i:ces ;  and, 
th e re fo ie ,  what afforded fatisfa£tion to o ther  p e o 
ple, infpired m e with jea loufv  and  apprehen iion , 
and fuggefted the following refledtions: ** Is  it not 
ftrange that, though embaUadors a w  here affembled 
from all quarte rs  o f  the univerfe, we alone fhould 
receive  audience ? D oes not Caligula know th;U 
we are Jews, and  that we cannot reafonably  ex p ef t  
a  dcfercnce  that is refufed to o th e r  people  ? I t  
would , indeed , be a d eg ree  o f  lunacy  in us, were; 
we to expc tt  peculiar faVours and p ro tef tion  from a 
youthful and  free prince, o f  a different nation from 
ours ,  and  o f  princip les  con tra ry  to  thofe we profefs. 
I t  is indifputable tha t  he en ter ta ins  a partia lity  to 
wards the A lexandrians, and  that he is induced , by 
his regard  to them, to haften the decifion on  ou r  
appeal. I am te rr ib ly  a larm ed by  the  apprehenfion 
that he will be a powerful enem y to d ie  Jews, and 
a firm advocate  for the A lexandrians : but would to 
H eav en  he m ay  fo condu6t himfelf in the caufe 
which is fubmitted to  his determ ination, as to  ap
p ro v e  him felf worthy the chara6ter o f  an equitable 
ju d g e .”

C H A P .  X II.

The Embajfadors are informed that C A L IG U L A  hof 
ifjucd U rd en  to P E T R O -N W S  io  caufe his Siaiv^

to '
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to bs ereHed in the Temple o f  J E R U S A L E M . Ac
count o f  the Deaths o j  H E L IC O  and the Tragedian  
A F E L L E S .

r S i ‘ 0 ’ 1 i n x -  
ittv  «hioti|h 
fo r c k a i in j;  
fcul-i. •
to . arrive.

Dirtrtfliin 
infoiraation 
hroujhr to 
the-cmbaHa. 
don.

M y  mind was fo in tire ly  occup ied  by 
the above red e tl io n s ,  that I was u n 

able to  take rc-pole e i ther  by d;iy or 
night; bu t additional troub les  were yet 
A c ircum ftance o ccu rred  that fo reboded  

the u tter  ru in  o f  the whole Jewifli na tion ,  and  1 
was now moft heavily  opprefl’ed  with aHliftion.

W e  had followed the em pero r  to  Puteoli,  whither 
he had repa ired  for the purpofe  o f  -enjoying the 
frefh air on  the banks o f  the fea, and  entertain ing 
himfeif with the view o f  the palaces and  o ther mag
nificent buildings which abound in that n e ighbour
hood. W e  waited  in daily exp.“d a t io n  o f  being 
adm itted  to an audience, in the lalt degree  o f  a n x 
ie ty  left o u r  petition fliould be re je t te d ;  and at 
length  we were accofled  by a man trem bling  and fo 
ou t  o f  breath that he was at firit unab le  to fpeak; 
wildnefs and  d if lrad ion  appeared  in his eyes, and 
all his features were exprellive o f  the utmoll horro r.  
>Ie re tired  a little, that  he might not be overheard  
by the Itrangers who were prd isn t,  and  then, in a 

low tone o f  voice, faid, “  H a rk  y^! have 
you  not heard  the dreadful news?” H e  
endeavoured  to p roceed ,  bu t burft into 
tears , and was unable to an icu la te  a n o 
th e r  fentencc. A fte r  a fhort paufe, he 

p rep a red  again to fpeak, and f requen ilv  renewed 
nis attem pts, but his voice was as often  in te rru p ted  
by the fame caufe. W e  were g rea tly  fnrprifed at 
this very  ex traord inary  fpefctacle, and  eariieftly in
treated  the man to inform us what was the motive 
o f  his conduf t,  faying, we cou ld  not fuppofe, from 
what we had ob le rved ,  bu t that he camc with a de- 
fign to weep in o u r  p re fenec; adding, that i f  lie 
bad caufe o f  g rea t  aHlittion, we, who had  been long 
and daily  exercifed in mifery, would jo in  him in 
m ourning  and  lamentations. A t length, he vnade 
ano ther  effort to  fpeak, and ,  after many tears, fighs, 
and o ther expreflfions o f  grief, he faid, “  O u r  tem 
ple is inevitably ru in ed ;  for the em p e ro r  has iflued 
an exprefs o rd e r  for his flatue, with the name o f  J u 
piter ipfcribed thereon ,  to be c re f ted  in the holy 
fanfcluary.” T h is  intelligence o p e ra ted  fo pow er
fully upon  all who heard it, as nearly  to deprive 
them o f  all fenfe and  m otion ; and  in a fhort time 
we received a  fatal confirmation o f  its authenticity. 
W e  now fecluded ourfelves in an apartm ent,  wl\ere 
we condo led  each  o th e r  on the calamitous fituation 
of affairs; for g r ie f  is natu ra lly  eloquen t,  and  wc 
had am ple caufe for lamentation.

.Thtirmou-n. W h e n  we com m itted ourfelves to the 
f«i reflethoni m erc y  o f  the tempefluous ocean ,  engag-
2  ing in a  hazardous, fatiguing, and dan-

gerous winter voyage , in the nope o f  r e 
lieving ourfelves from  intolerable perfecu tion  and  

^ p p r e l l i o n ,  we en ter ta ined  no -apprehcnfion o f  fo 
terrible a  ftorm as we have experienced  a t  land . 

No. 31.

T h e  tempefts o f  w inter,  and  all the revolutions o f  
the feafons, happen accord ing  to the common courfc 
of nature, an a  are to be confidered as the works o f  
Providence, being m eant to  operate  to the general 
good o f  m ankind; and therefore they are not o n ly  
lupportabk*, but to be fubmitted to with chrarftil- 
ncfs. T h e  tcmnefl which now prevails is caufed by  
a youtliful, ambitious, and  turbulent prince, who 
delights in public calamitj’-, and who is fo intirely 
divcftbd o f  all principles o f  virtue, that he refem- 
bles hum anity  in no circumftance but that o f  the 
external f o r m : and  he is to be confidered as the^ 
m ore dangerous enem y, fi»ce, the whole power ot* 
the empire being at his command, no bounds can 
be prelcribed to  his wanton and  infupportable ty ran 
ny, W h o  would prefume to difl'uade the mofl c ru c t  
enem y o f  m ankind from offering facrilegious v io 
lence to the templel* W o u ld  it not be co n tra ry  to  
rcafon and com m on fenfe, to  hope for m ercy  from, 
a monfier whofe heart is eftranged to all the tender 
feelings o f  hum an ity ;  o r  to  cxpe6l fafety and pro- 
tctVion from o u r  barbarous and  unrelenting op- 
ireflbrs? T h e  man who would dare  to violate the. 
lo ly temple, which, like the fun in the firmament^ 

is confjpicuous to  the whole world, and  is held in 
univerfal veneration , niuft he capable o f  every  fpe- 
cies o f  wickednefs, and it would be the height o f  
abfurdirj ' to e x p e d  that he fhould , even in a fingle 
inftance, approve himfeif the friend o f  mankind.

“  H e  wilt) fubmits to death for the laws and rerK 
gion o f  his coun try , will inevitably be rew arded for 
the glorious facrihce, by  a life o f  e te rn ity  and inex- 
nrefiible happinefs. W h y ,  then (rontiiuu*d we), 
Ihould we exprefs an anxie ty  for prolonging the date 
o f  mortal exiftence? B ut depriv ing ourfelve.s o f  
life, without being influenced to the irrevocable ac
tion by the p ro fp e d  that happy confi fjuences Wdulil 
thence  refult to  the public ,  muft neccffariiy fubjc6t 
us to ju fl  and feverc cenfure . Should we be guilty  
o f  a condu6t o f  this nature , we fhould but add to  
the calamities u n d er  which a lready labour. .liii. 
ing here  in the ch a ra d e r  o f  embaffadors, we fhould 
involve thofe by  whom we are deputed in circum- 
ffances o f  aggravated diflrefs, and afford thofe 
am ong o u r  own peop le ,  who are  unfavourably  dif- 
p o f td  towards us, an opportun ity  o f  a t in b u tm g  a 
wrong m otive to  any  glorious refolulion we migh^ 
adopt. T h e y  m ay, perhaps, urge that, being in em- 
barrafTed circurnflances, we dreaded to en co u n te r  
the th rea tened  danger,  and  infamoufly dcfcrte.d thcr 
pub lic  caufe.

“  Smaller intereffs muft give way to greater^ a n d  
thofe o f  individuals m ufl yield to confideraiions 
for the public  good. I f  this ru le  is violated, the 
o rd e r  cf^ governm ent will be confounded, and the 
very  exiftence o f  governm ent itfelf, and cohfe- 
quen tly  o f  the laws by which the national impiort- 
ance and  g randeur  is fupported , will be in danger 
o f  falling into a common d e f lrud ion .  W e  muft not, 
fa r  a m om ent,  be fb infenfible o f  the great duties 
which Ve owe to o u r  coun try ,  a^ to  en ter ta in  the 
thought o f  abaodbiiing the caulie o f  the Jew s o f  A -  

7 P  lcj;andri%.
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lexandr ia ,  wlio have invellcd  us with pow ers to  ne
gotiate ail affair, on the ill'iic o f  which depends  the 
ial'ety an d  welfare o f  the wliole Jew ifh  nation , who 
a rc  now in molt imminent dange r  ( 'f  being in tircly  
ex tirpa ted  from the face o f  tlie ea rth  by  the violeut 
and  ja rba rous  pcflecutions and  opprcn ions  o f  the 
inhum an  tyran t Caligula.

“  Perhaps  it may he u rged ,  that i f  we can by  no 
ineans in lurc  I’uccefs, we m ay  ftill indu lge  the 
thoughts  o f  retirin;^ in I'afety, even  u n d e r  the great 
alHitlion o f  o u r  dil 'appointments. In rep ly  to this, 
I  fay, that a propolit ion  o f  the above na tu re  .can
n o t  be advanced  by a maiti pofi'efTed c i ther  o f  pcrfu- 
iial b ravery  o r  a know ledge o f  the holy  fcriptures. 
I t  is the natural difpolitlon o f  t ru lv  generous  fpirits 
n e v e r  to  abandon  themfelves to (le lpa ir ;  and  they 
who believe and heartily  em brace the do£trines o f  
the  facred fcripture, will find there in  an unfailing 
foundation  for fuftaining their hopes. T h e  diltrels 
to  which we are at p re len t reduced  m ay, perhaps, 
be m ean t as a t r ia l  or o u r  viVtue, and  to prove with 
what degree  of conltancv  and  fortitude we are able 
to  fupport affliftion. Farewel, then, to all ex p e c 
tations o f  fub lunary  com forts, which arc  fo u n ce r 
tain  and  deceiv ing  as to defert us when we have 
m o d  occafion for their fupport. L e t  us, with a 
firm confidence and  fteady faith, re ly  on the power 
an d  goodnefs o f  A lm igh ty  G od , by whom o u r  an- 
ceftofs were frequen tly  de livered  I ro m  the molt ca 
lam itous circumftances, an d  by whom we fliall n e 
v e r  be forfaken while we hold  his facred name in due 
v en e ra t io n .”

In  the above m anner  we confoled ourfelves on fo 
m elancho ly  and u n e x p c d e d  an event. A fte r  re 
maining filent for  a fliort time, addrelfmg ourfelves 
to  the perfon who had com m unicated  the afflitling 
in te lligence, we fpoke to  the following purpo fe ;

“  H ow h a j^ e n s  it that you appear to be fatisfied 
with  having hm ply  re la ted  to us the m atter o f  fa£t, 
V'hich has involved us in ex trem e m ifery ; as a fin- 
glfi fpark m av occalion^.the moft terrible conflagra
tions? W e  llill remain wholly ignoran t  o f  the m o 
tive o f  the impious refolution which y ou  fay the ty 
ran t  has a d o p ted .”

“  I t  is a m a t te r  o f  public  no to rie ty  (replied he) 
tha t  the em p ero r  is anibitious o f  being diftinguifhed 
as a divinity. Conceiv ing  the Jew s to  be the only  
peop le  who w ould  en d eavour to  fru llra te  his blal- 
phem ous defign, he determ ined  to exe rt  ev e ry  pof- 
iible effort for obv ia ting  the oppofition  which he 
ap p reh en d ed  from them. H e  judged that he cou ld  
no t p ro ceed  in a m ore  e f fed u a l  m an n er  towards fa
cilita ting the execu tion  o f  his purpofe , than by 
w reak ing  vengeance upon the Jews, b y  offering in 
dignities  and  profanations to the holy  tem p e o f  
Je ru fa lem , which is univerfally  allowed to  be the 
m oll magnificent and  beautiful f lruf lure  that has 
ever.been  formed by  human invention and  labour,  
an d  which contains immenfe treafures, donatives, 
an d  oblations, that have been conftantly accum u- 
ia t ing  du rin g  the fucceHion o f  m an y  ag e s ;  and

thefe. facred articles Caligula had the e f fron te ry  to 
claim for his own private ufe.

“  Capito, who en joyed  the office o f  a quefto r ,  
and a commiffion for receiving the tributes o f  J u -  
dica, wrote letters to the em p ero r ,  which exafpe- 
ratcd him to additional rage againfi the people  o f  
o u r  nation. Capito came into Judfea in very  ind i
gent c ircum ftances, but, b y  fraudulent and  corrupt 
meafures, he  amaffed conl'ulcrable wealth, 'J iough  
not with(;ut rendering  himfeU the ob jef t  o f  un iver- 
fal abhorrence, to the inhabitants  o f  the feveral p ro 
vinces. A pprehend ing  that the Jews would exhibit 
ju ft  complaints againll him, and call him to ac
coun t for the notorious delin«'|uency o f  his con- 
dii6f, he ju d g e d  that it would bo a feafbnable ftroke 
o f  good policy to irritate the em pero r  againfi them, 
that their expcfted  accufations m ight op era te  with 
the lefs pow er;  and  he availed himfelf o f  the fol
lowing occafion for ca rry ing  his treacherous purpofe 
into ex e cu t io n ;
• “  Jam nia  is' one o f  the moft populous cities in 
Juda:a, and, excepjing  fonie few llrangers, who re 
m oved from  the neignbouring  countries,  and, u n 
happily  for us, came to  refide there ,  it is inhabited 
in tircly  by  the pet)ple o f  o u r  pcrfuafion. T hefe  
flrangers have ev e r  been violent enemies to  the 
laws, cuftoms, and  m anners ,  o f  the J e w s ; an d  
they  had no fooner gained inform ation that Caligu
la was am bitious o f  the ch a ra t te r  o f  a  deity ,  and  
that he harboured  a m ortal and unconquerab le  ha
tred- towards the peoi>le o f  o u r  nation, than they  d e 
term ined to ex e r t  every  poflible effort for involving, 
us in d e l l ru d io n ,  conceiving that a m ore  favoura
ble opportun ity  was no t likely to o c c u r  fo r the e x e 
cution of their treacherous and  iniquitous purpofe. 
T h e y  caufed the utmofl expedition to  be ufed in the 
ere t l ion  o f  an altar, fo rm ed o f  clay, w rought into 
bricks;  and  this m eafure  they  fuppofed would be 
underflood by us as a fiifficient ind ication  o f  their 
hoflile principles; and  they  were no t dece ived  in 
the c o n je th i re  that  a quarre l  would enfue.

“  i n  a fhort time the Jews affembled, and  laid 
the altar in ru ins; in ccmfequence o f  which the fac
tion exhibited complaints before C apito , and  re- 
quefted that he w ould  grant them redrefs for the in 
ju r y  and  affront they  nad  received. Capito, wno 
orig inally  concerted  the fchemc, induflrioufly aided 
its op e ra t io n ;  and  when it had arr ived  to m aturity ,  
he congratu la ted  h im felf on the fuccefs o f  his in
vention , and  tranfmitted to  the em pero r  an account 
o f  the afl'air, includ ing  ev e ry  aggravation  that ap 
pea red  likely to inflame him to an excefs o f  rage 
an d  indignation. T h e  intelligence being received 
b y  the im petuous, vain, and  prefum ptuous Caligu
la, he immediately  com m anded that, in revenge Tor 
the deftruflion  of^ the brick  altar in Jam nia , his fla- 
tue, o f  the fize o f  a coloffus, and  r ichly  decorated 
with gold, fhould be p laced in the tem ple o f  J e ru 
falem. In  this m atter  the em p ero r  followed the ad
vice o f  thofe refpedtable counfellors H e lico ,  who 
had  fo greatly  d il lingu ilhcd  himfelf as the bufi 'oou\

uf
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o f  the cour t,  and  the tragedian, nam ed Apelles. 
H av ing  fignalHed hiinfelf by  the profligacy o f  his. 
m anners ,  in the early  part o f  life, Apelles a f te r
wards engaged  in the theatrical profeUion: and it 
will, perhaps, be thought fcarcely  necefl'ary to ob- 
ferve, that there is no clafs o f  people  m ore rem ark 
able , than thole"' dependent on  the ftage, for the 
lewdnefs o f  their principles and the licentious 
courf« o f  their lives. Helico  and  Apelles are the 
p recep to rs  o f  C aligula : it is the budnefs o f  the firll 
to qualify him in the arts o f  raillery, and that o f  
the la tter to in l lru f t  him in finging, a n d  in the 
rnanner o f  recit ing  po e try .  'I hus, like a fcorpion, 
did H e lico  difchargc his E gyptian  venom  againrt 
the Jews, as did Apelles tliat o f  an Afcaloiiite, 
which word fignifies an inccf>ncileab\e enem y to 
the people o f  o u r  nation .”
Helico ind T h e  above relation fo grievoufly af- 
his c<iilC4jiue flitted us, that we could  not have l)cen 
A[Kiits put fcnfible o f  m ore acute pain had a poni- 
“  ■ ard been ftruck to o u r  hearts at every
word. T h e  execrab le  advifei^ o f  Caligula, how 
ever,  furvived not long before they received the 
re tr ibu tion  o f  their  abom inable impiety. Apelles, 
being apprehended  and  com m itted  to prifon, was 
heavily  laden with chains, and lubjecled to  t h e ,  
molt excruciating  tortures, which were inflifted at 
certa in  intervals, that his fufferings might be p ro 
longed, and ,  at length, they  p roduced  his death. 
H elico  was put to death by o rd e r  o f  Claudius, who 
fucceeded  Caligula in the im perial dignity.

C H A P .  X IIL

P E T R O N IU S , the Governor o f  S Y R /4 , receives 
the Emperor's Order fo r  eretling hts Siulue in the 
Temple o f  J E R U S A L E M ; and, apprehending the 
dangerous CirrALw/lance; in which he would involve 
himfe-lf hv a Refufal, he detcrmints to comply with 
the Orders o j  C A L IG U L A .

fttronius 
4 creU to erc^ 
• Hatu: to 
C  liKula in 
«l.t temple o f 
the Jcw i.

/

'~ f ' 'M E  em pero r  now difpatclied orders 
A  to Petronius , the g 'oveinor o f  Sy

ria, for e reB ing  and confecrating a fla- 
tuc to his h o n o u r  in the temple uf Je ru -  
fa le m ; a n d ' every  polfible precaution  
was infcrled in the cummiHion, left the 

facril' gious fcheme ihould fail o f  being carried in
to execution. l i e  commanded Petronius  to fum- 
mon half  the troops forming the arm y Uaiioned on 
the river Euphrates, for the purpofe  o f  repelling 
the oriental kings and nations, in cafe o f  their at
tem pting inroads o r  o ther cnterprifes, and to em 
ploy  them in attending the n a tu e ;  the defign o f  
Caligula, however, was not to give an appearancc 
o f  folemnity to  the cerem ony o f  confecration, bu t 
that a fufficient force fhould be ready  to  dcU roy 
fiich o f  ihc Jews as fhould prel'umc to  oppofe the 
extravagant meafure.

“  Alas! fejcclairncd Pcironiusj is it thus, inhuman

Hiidiflrefcnii 
receivm i thr 
commandt 
tKd wt(c re.i. 
foninĝ t on the 
imprad^ictbi- 
lity of itt 
executicu.

prince, that you dec lare  hoflilities againfl the Jews, 
who, you are confcious, will fubmit to the molt vio 
lent and cruel deaths ra ther than live to be the mifc 
rable witneffes o f  an infringement o f  their Jaws and 
a profanation o f  their temple ? "What purpofe wiJl be 
anfwered b y ’sjnploying the military ])ower, but that 
o f  confecrating  the llatue.with the blood o f  fo numc- 
rousa  body o f  innocent people as will iofe their livei 
on this unhappy occafion ?”

1 he o rd e r  rcceived from Caligula in* 
volved Petronius in a mofl afttiflingem - 
barraflinent. I le was fully apprifed o f  the 
great danger that would aft.end a refufal to 
com ply with the em peror's  command, o r  
the leall delay in carry ing  it into ex e c u 
t i o n ; and  he was perfed ly  fenfible that, 
in cafe o f  his aequicfcence, infinite difhculties would 
nccelfarily occur,  as he knew die Jews to  be a  p e o 
ple in whom no confiderations woiHd reprefs the fpi- 
lit o f  a moil vigorous and  unrem itting oppofitioii 
when their religion was in danger o f  violation. It  
is natural for the people o f  ev e ry  coun try  to  be 
jea lous  and  apprehenfive left they ftiould be abridged 
o f  their culloms and  p riv i leges ;  but the Jews arc; 
m ore remarkably fo than any  o ther o f  the inhabitant* 
o f  the globe. 'I hey confider their laws as being o ra 
cles delivered to  them by the A lm ig h tv ; they arc in- 
ftruQed from their earli^ft years in tne neceility o f  , 
pay ing  a  rigid obedience to them ; the more they r e 
flect upoi\, them , the m ore does the ir  veneration  for 
th e m in c re a fe ; and they are  fo deeply  engraven  upon  
their hearts ,  that  the impreflion is not to be defaccd.
I t  is their  praft ice  to  grant ftrangers, who bccome 
profelytes to  their profeflion, the full en joym ent of  ̂
all the privileges o f  free citizen.s ; and In fhort, fo 
(acred is their venera tion  for their religious inditu- 
tions, that they would fooner relinquifh life than be 
guilty o f  the fmalleft violation o f  their du ty . I 'herc  
canno t  be a ftronger p ro o f  o f  their  great and fcru- 
pulous regard to the d ignity  o f  the holy temple, th in 
the law which configns an^^ man to death without 
m ercy  who fhall prefume to en ter  the fanCluary; 
bu t to all other parts o f  the building the lews of the 
different provinces are allowed the indifcriminate 
right o f  admifFion.

T h e  o rd e r  which he had received for ere£ling th€ 
flatue o f  the em peror in the temple o f  Jeru la ie ra  
p roved  exceedingly  diftrefling to  Petronius, wh<r 
anxioufly revolved the m atte r  in his nlind, and ad* 
vanced a varie ty  o f  propofitions and  obje6>.iun^s be« 
fore he could determine on  tlie line o f  co n d u t l  tha t  
it was molt eligible to purfuc. T h e  refult o f  his de* 
liberations was, that he mull carefully avoid any* 
innovation iji points  o f  re lig io n ;  an d  his reafon^j* 
were
if t ,  Becaufe the in troduction  o f  a change in the cuC 

tom ary  m anner o f  the Jewifh worlhip would bcr 
co n tra ry  to  ju ft ice  and piety ; and, 

zd ly ,  l iecaufe the vengeance o f  an inccnfed C rea to f  
was to  be  d readed , befides the confequences ihafi 
w ould p robab ly  enfue from irritating the paffion* 
o f  a vio lent and de term ined  people^ and driv ing  
them to a iUte o f  dcfpcratign ,,

......
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H e  re flcfted  on the immenfe m ulti tudes  com pofing 
th e  great body  o f  the Jewifh n a t i o n ; a peo p le ,  no t  
l ik e  o thers ,  confined to any  p ar ticu la r  p rov ince ,  but 
dif'perfed th ro u g h o u t  ev e ry  part o f  the un iverle ,  in 
the ifh n d s  as well as upon  the con tinen t,  and  in fuch 
n u m b e rs ,  that they  were fuppofcd, u p o n  co m p u la 
t io n ,  to be  nearly  equal to  all the o ther  inhabitants; 
a n d  he thus a rgued  with h im fe lf :
Co«iindd«. prefent f ituation , it will cer*
libcfue rc. tain ly  be p ruden t  to d e fe r  taking any  mea-
fl*aioni w {\jres re fpefting  the m atte r  in qucftion un- ,h.fubj.a. j

deliberation . T h e  Jew s &re fo furprifing ly  nunic- 
ous, that  to  p ro v o k e  them  to a genera l  c o n fe d e ra c y  
w ould  be a m eafu re  exceed ing ly  dan g e ro u s  to  the 
pub lic  fa fe ty ;  for were fuch m vriads  o f  peop le  to 
un ite  in a com m on caufe. their  force would be fuffi- 
c ien t  to  fubdue all the rell o f  the w orld. Vafl; inim- 
bers o f  thefe people at prcfcnt inhabit the co u n try  
o f  Judaea ; ’and , notwithflanding they are reprcfen ied  
by  their  enemies as barbarians, they  ind ilpu tab ly  
poncfs noble and  generous m in d s ; they  are  a people 
lltilled in the arts oi' war, ab le  to  b ea r  fatigue, and 
o f  ap p ro v ed  b r a v e ry ;  and  they poirefs fuch an in 
vincib le  conftancy, that they  will ooftinate ly  co n ten d  
for the p re fe rv a t io n  o f  their rights, and infinitely 
ra th e r  yield  up  their lives, with their  fwords in their  
hands, than fubmit to b e  the witnelles o f  a violation 
o f  their  religion and  the adm irable  laws tranfm itted  
to  them by  their ance tto rs .” •

P e tron ius  was alfo g rea tly  apprehenfive  o f  danger 
from the troops re f id en to n  the o th e r  fide o f  the river 
Euphra te s ,  in Babylon, and  divers o th e r  provinces, 
w ho he was confident were f lrongly  a t ta rn cd  to the 
interefls o f  the Jews. “  T hefe  peop le  (faid he) have 
reg u la r ly  tranfm itted  th e ir  annual contribu tions, 
■which they call holy treafure ,  to  the lemple o f  Je -  
T u f a l e m ,  t inder the acnom inatJon o f  Hrfl-fruits ; and 
I'o great is their piet.y, that, notw ithflanding the 
d an g e r  and  difficulty o f  the paffage, they  have 
n e r e r  en ter ta ined  ilie apprehenfion  that the treafure 
v o u l d  no t  a r r ive  in fafety. U pon  gaining intelli
gence o f  the dedica tion  o f  the flatue o f  Caligula , 
there  is ev e ry  reafbn to  believe tha t  they will im m e
diately  take  the field, an d  then we mufl expcfct that 
th ey  will fu r round  us and  facrifice o u r  lives to  their 
rev en g e .”

H av ing  rum inated  in the above m an n er ,  the go 
v e rn o r  tu rn ed  his thoughts  to the ch a ra f te r  and  dif- 
pofition o f  Caligula. “  T h e  em p ero r  'fa id  he j  is a

J^oung man o f  violent and  im petuous paflions; he 
las no  idea either o f  hum anity  o r  ju ftice ,  n o r  any  

^ i d e  to  his c o n d u f t  but the d id a te s  o f  an  a rb itra ry  
in c l in a t io n ;  and  his pride, a r rogance  and  prefum p- 
lion  are fb excefTiye, that he  is am bitious o f  being 
dilltinguiflied as a d iv in ity . W h e th e r  I com ply with 
o r  difobey liis com m and, m y life muft be cxpofed  to 
moft im minent danger.  By a  com pliance I lhall ex- 
pofc m yfelf  to  the dange rs  a t tendan t  upon  war, the 
events o f  which, h o y e v e r ,  it muft be allowed are 
uncerta in  : bu t immediate dea th  mult be the inevita
ble co iifequence o f  d ifobedience.”

I

C H A P .  X I V .

P E T R O N IU S  employs A rlifxctn  in form ing the Sta^  
tut o f  C A L IG U L  A , and endeavoun to obtain the 
J E W S ’ Confent to its EreBion. ' The J E W S  fup- 

plicdte PenniJJion o f  P E T R O N IU S  to reprcftnt 
thetr Cafe to the Emperor.

N  o rd e r  to  avoid the fury  o f  the empe- 
which they  d re ad ed  would FallI ror.

The Rom«« 
o S i n r i  a i c
di pf'fed for 
W41- i whicH 
i i  o fcr-ru lc i.

upon  them as a  punifhm ent for their difo- 
bedience to  the exprefs com m and rc fpctt-  
ing the dedication  o f  the flatue, the R o 
man officers who aflifled in the governm en t o f  Syria , 
under P etronius , recom m ended  the engaging in the 
war as a m eafure  h ighly exped ien t .  B u t it p ro v ed  
a happy circum flanee that the time em jjloyed in p re 
p a r in g  the flatue afforded  an op p o r tu n ity  o f  m ature 
delibera tion , for o rd e rs  were not iflued either fo r 
convey ing  a flatue from I ta ly ,  o r  for making ule o f  
the  befl that  co u ld  be p ro c u red  in Syria. T h u s  
it ap peared  as if  a p rovidential in terference o p era ted  
in favour o f  G o d ’s p eo p le ;  for had not the delay 
happened , the war w ould  have taken place before we 
could  have made the ncceOary proviiion againft the 
te rr ib le  calamities with which we were th rea tened .

H av in g  fo rm ed  the refolution o f  ca r ry 
ing the  e m p erq r ’s orders in to  effeft, P e 
tron ius  fent to Phccnicia for the moil c e 
lebra ted  artifls to repa ir  to him. U p o n  the 
arrival o f  thefe peop le  he cpnfulted with p 
them refpefUiig the bufinef's they were to  J' 
u n d e r ta k e ,  for which he furn ifhed  them 
with all neceffary materials, and ap p o in t
ed  Sidon as the p lace where they were to perform the 
w ork . H e d i lpa tched  iiitelligence o f  the in tended  
dedication  to the high-priefts, magiflrates, principal 
officers and  o th e r  leading peop le  am o n g  the Jew s, 
exhor ting  them to a re ad y  ooedience to  the em pero r’s 
p leafure, as the on ly  m eans o f  avoid ing  the grievous 
calarriities that o therw ife muft inevitab ly  e n f u e ; ad d 
ing, that in cafe o f  an oppofition, death  and  deflruc- 
tion w ould  univerf'ally prevail in all th e ir  var iegated 
forms o f  h o r r o r ;  for ftrifl o rders  had  been  ifTucd to 
the Syrian  troops to  em nloy  fire and  fword in laying 
the whole co u n try  in a tlate o f  abfolute defola tioniT  
the Jews fhould m ake the flighteft a t tem pt to  obflru£l 
the dedication o f  the ftatue in their temple.

P e tron ius  p roceeded  in the above man- Oppofition of 
hop ing  tha t  he fhould be able to pre- ‘h*

Petroniut pre- 
parrt (0 mafre 
and ercdi the 
ftatuff and 
endcuvoun lo 

•revait on the ' 
ews 10 CUO- 

lent to the 
placing ir.

ncr .
the mcal'ure*vail upon  the leading people to acquiefce 

in the meafilre, and  that the ir  exam ple  would be 
read ily  followed by  the m u l t i tu d e : bu t  he was greatly  
deceived  in his ex p e tla tio n .  T h e  m atte r  being in 
tim ated  to the peop le ,  they  were ftruck with inex- 
prefTible aflonifhment an d  h o r r o r ; their  g r ie f  was fo 
exceffive as to depr ive  them o f  the pow er o f  fpeech, 
an d  they wept to fuch an  excefs tha t  their  tears 
feemed to p roceed  from an inexhauflible fb u rce ; theii y 
paflions then becam e m ore  v io lent,  and  they  tore  the \  
h a ir  from their heads and  beards , and  b y  o th e r  ex 
travagant actions p ro v ed  that they were d riven  to

the ^
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Th»ir deter- 
miMtion tp 
reliil circuU- 
leJ through- 
Mt Judaa.

A rail malti- 
l\id« of 
prKCed IB 
fcirch of P«-

ihc verge o f  diftraftion. H av ing ,  a t length, reco 
vered the pow er o f  u tte rance ,  they  vented  exclania- 
tions to the following effe6 l: ^ A las, how d ep lo ra 
ble is o u r  for tune to have furvived till this time to  e x 
per ience  niiferies, o f  which o u r  ancellors could not 
form th e  leaft conception ! B u t we will never  ftih- 
mit to be the m iferable witnefres o f  the profanation 
o f  o u r  ho ly  tem ple j for ra ther than  behold the a b o 
minable inm ietj ' ,  we will deprive  ourfelves o f  the 
organs o f  fight, an d  at the fame time p u t  an en d  to 
o u r  ex iltence."

T h e  above refolution foon reached Je -  
rufalem, and was circulatcd  throughout 
the co u n try  o f  Judaea; and the Jews, as 
i f  by a com m on confent, dcforting their 
cities, towns, calHes, and o th e r  places o f  

habitation , co llefted  themfelves into one body, and 
d i re f te d  the ir  m arch towards Pha^nicia, in o rd e r  to 
m ake application to  Petronius. U pon  the ap p e a r
ance o f  liich an immenfe concouric  o f  people, the 
friends o f  Pe tron ius  u rg ed  him to be careful o f  his 
lafe ty j  add ing ,  that a powerful a rm y  was on the 
m arch to a t tack  h im ; for they d«l not conceive it to 
be podible that the Jews alone cou ld  form fuch an 
innum erab le  m ulti tude .

U pon  the nearer  approach  o f  the Jews 
th ey  appeared  to co v e r  the whole fnace 
o f  g round  as far a* tho light co u la  e x 
tend ,  b u t  they  were en tire ly  deltiiu te  o f  
arms cither for aflault o r  defence. T h e  

air re founded  with the m olt terr ib le  outcries and la
m e n ta t io n s ; 'a n d  when their  complaints were fuf- 
Tpended, the found was for a long time con tinued  by 
the echo. A t length th ey  had recourfe  to fuch ea r
ned  prayers  and ejaculations as were deemed p ro p e r  
pn the melanT(^K)Iy occalion. T hefe  unhappy people 
arranged  themfelves into fix c la lfes ; the old men, 
young  m en, and boys, forming the three d iv i l ionson  
one f id e ; and  the old wom en, young women, and 
virgin.4, com pofing  the three on the o th e r ;  and in 
this-order they proceeded .

B eing  a r r iv ed  within view o f  Petro- 
nius, who, in o rd e r  to receive them,* had 
placed himfelf upon  an elevated  i'cat, they 
call themfelves upon  the earth , Itill k ee p 
ing their ranks wuh the utmoll regularity , 

and co n d u t t in g  themielvcs in every  refpefct perfectly 
confiUent with the c h a ra d e r  an d  lituation o f  earnell  
fupplicants. T h a t  they  w ere  deep ly  penetra ted  by 
anlifclion, was appa ren t  from th r ir  whole behaviour, 
whidi was exceed ing ly  pathetic ,  and  a ttended  with 
fuch an uncom m on deg ree  o f  h a rm ony  that they a p 
peared  to  be actuated by  one  mind. T h e  governo r  
o rdered  them to rife an a  approach  nearer to h im ;  
b u t  fach was their hum ility , tha t  it was not without 
the greatett difficulty that they  were able to per luadc  

' them felves to com ply. A t length, however, they  
rofe and advanced  towards Petronius, being in (ack- 
cloth and afhes, their  eyes bathed  in t e a r ^  and  their 
hands bound Ix^hind them, like thofe o f  prifoners 
wilder co n d em n a tio n ;  and one o f  the fenators, in 

' the name o f  the whole people, addrefl'ed ttic g over
nor in terms to the following purpofe ':

No. 31.

They remM- 
9raie with 
him » very 
humfcle and 
atieding cao- 
n«.

“  Behold, powerful Sir, the unhappy  Thrhnmw. 
people who nov ’̂ prefent .themfelves be- •MtfUeit 
fore you : left it lliould be apprehended  
that we entertain hotiile dcfigns, we come entire ly  
u n a rm ed ;  and et^cni o u r  hands are  confined, A> that 
we have vo lun tari ly  deprived  ourlelvc* o f  ail power 
o f  inaking uie o f  offeniivc w e ap o n s ; and we fubmit 
ourlelvcs entirely to y o u r  m ercv .  W e  have aban* 
doned o u r  habitations, and brougnt with us our  wives, 
chili-’ren and  families to unite in fupplications to  th* 
em peror,  th rough the agency o f  Petronius, to grant 
us com m on prelcrvation, o r  fuft'er us to fall in a 
common deftru tl ion . W<^ are a people  natura lly  
dW'poled to peace ; and it is o u r  rn tered  ai well as in 
clination to  entertain pacific lentiments ; for we are 
conlcious that we thence derive  very confidcrable 
advantages.

“  Ui>on intelligence being  tranfmitted to VitclHuj, 
y o u r  prcdeceflbr in the governm ent o f  Syria ,  wh« 
then refided at Jeru fa lem , refpe6ting the ad v an ce
m ent o f  C aligu la  to  the th rone ,  we were die firfl 
people o f  the whole co u n try  who tcflified o u r  joy on 
the accaf io iy  and congratu la ted  him on his iuccef- 
fioii to  the imperial dignity , airid it wa» through o u r  
m eans that the news o t his exaltation was fo r a p id l f  
circulated through  the difl 'erent cities and  o th e r  pla. 
ces. O u r  temple was the firft wherein vowi and  fa- 
criHces were oli’ered for prolonging the life, and ren 
dering  aufp ic ioui the re ign  m  the new em peror.  
Can it be ju fl ,  then, that we fhould be the tirlt, if  
not the tnily, people to  be  abridged o f  the privilege 
o f  exercifing the du ties  o f  o u r  religion, acco rd ing  
to the forms which, for fo m any  age?, we have p ra c .  
tifed in ou r  holy  temple ? O u r  habitations, plate, 
houfehold effcfts, and all o ther pofTeffions, both pu b 
lic and  private, o f  whatever denomination< we a rs  
re ad y  to refign into y o u r  h a n d i ;  and we fliall do it 
with the utmoft willingnefs, accounting ourlblve* 
even to be gainers by th ef  u rren d e r  o f  o u r  property . 
Wff on ly  defire y o u r  acquiefceiice to  one  condition) 
which is, that o u r  tem ple  may b e  preferved from 
profanation. Sufi'er us to  cohtm uc in iItc enjo^-ment 
o f  ou r  religious privilege* as  they were tranfnaitted 
from o u r  ancellors, and wc fhall have no fur ther re- 
quelt  to m a k e ; biit if  y ou  are d t t e n m n e d  to  r e j e a  
o u r  fupplications on this head, wc m o ilca rnc ft ly  in- 
trea t t^at you will condem n us to  the lo fso f  life; for 
we can fuorait to the m olt vio lent an d  torm enting 
deaths with mfinitely m ure fatisi«dion than to  th e  
violation o f  o u r  facred laws.

‘‘ A  powerful military force is in readinefs to  a t
tack  fuch o f  o u r  p eop le  as fhall prefume to oijjiolis 
the confecration o t  the em pero r’s f la tu e ; bu t wear© 
n o t  fo thoughtlei's and  im pruden t as to h a rb o u r  tho 
moft diftant no tion o f  offering refiflance to  o u r  law
ful matter. T h e  foldiers m ay aflault us, and  eveit 
cut us in to  p iece s ,  without fubjetting  themfelves to  
an y  kind o f  d a n g e r ;  for, be  affured, no oppofition 
will be  offered on o u r  part.  I t  was unnecefiary to  
draw o u t  fo powerful an arm y for the flaughter«of o u r  
people ,  who will, on  no confideration, a ttem pt a  d e 
fence  o f  their  lives- W c  w ill even  execute the  func
tions o f  o u r  p r i e f t i ;  {intj iii o ttering  our  facrifices, 

7 ( i  Uicf



6i4 t h e  w h o l e  g  e n u i n e  W O R K S  OF^ J ^ ^ E P H U S . _ [ a a p J C ^ ,

the v id im s  fhall be  our wives, fons, daugh te rs ,  b ro 
thers  and  fiders ;  n w ,  in fo defperatc  an ex trem ity ,  
v  ill we regre t  to  in c u r  tiie appe latibn o f  the  (layers 
o f  m en , wom en and  ch i ld re n )  and  ha*ving fpilt the 
blood o f  To great  a m nnber  o f  innoccn t peop le ,  it 
will be o u r  next bujinefs to  dejjrive ourfelves o f  ex- 
i l lencc ,  n iing ling-our bhiod with that o f  o u r  friends. 
O u r  lives will be concluded  with a fiipplication to  the 
A lnlighty  that he  will not be offended  with us for 
a conduct to which we were ac tua ted  by a regard  to 
the au tho ri ty  o f  the em p ero r ,  and the facrcd laws 
and  religion o f  o u r  coun try .  T h u s  lhall we behave, 
i f  we-have fuliicicnt v ir tye  to perfevtTe in the reTolu- 
tion o f  holding a life in conteiinpt, by  the prefcrvation 
o f  which all good  nieli would th ink  themfelves d e 
graded ,

“  A m o n g  the ancicnt G reek  fables there  is related 
a  ftory concern ing  G o rg o n ’s head, which had the

S ower o f  transform ing all who looked upon  it in to 
one. T h o u g h  this m atter  is a m ere f i t l ion , it 

' inu ft  be allowed that it bears fomc emblem atical re- 
i 'cmblanee to t r u t h ; par ticularly  hi inftances o f  un- 
expefc'tcd, great, and alton ilh ing  events .  T o  be the 
obje6ls o f  the difpleafure o f  their p rince ,  is the moll 
deplorab le  misfortune that can  befal a pe«)plc. Suffer 
m e , Petrotjius, to  requelt that you will picture in 
v o u r  im agination the circurnltance o f  o u r  people  
being fp ed a to rs  o f  the dedication o f  the em p ero r’s 
fta tue in the holy temple (bu t  this event may gracious 
H e a v e n  a v e r t !). D o  you not fuppofe that (hocking 
fpefctacle would give- them the appearance o f  men 
transform ed into Tifclefs m arble ? T h e i r  eyes would 
b e  fixed in their lockets with alloniihm ent and ho rro r ,  
na tu re  would receive a fliock, and  all the fun tlions  
o f  life be fufpended.

“  W e  by no  means intend to infinuate that we are 
defirous of ob tain ing a di(charge frouj o u r  allegiance 
to  the em p ero r  : w e  molt earne i t ly  fupplicate that 
y o u  will not p recip ita te  us into the la(t ex trem ity  o f  
diftrefs, bu t grant us tim e and  y o u r  permilfion to 
rep refen t  o u r  cafe to  the imperial €a l i ; ,u la ,  through 
tlie agency  o f  fuch deputies as we may nominate to 
plead for redrefs. I t  is poilible that the em peror 
m ay  be p revailed  up o n  to grant us the liberty  o f  
living in a flr’ift conform ity  to the laws and religious 
inllitu tions tranfmitted to  us by  o u r  a n c e f to r s ; and 
there  will appear fome reaibn to hope that o u r  petiJ 
t ion will not be re jed l td ,  fince privileges equal to 
thofe we requeft are  g ran ted  to the peop le  o f  all 
o th e r  nations without exception. O u r  rem onltrance 
m a y , perhaps, difpofe the em p ero r  to confider ou r  
appeal in a favourable po in t o f  view. I t  cannot 
be fuppofed that the minds o f  princes a re  incapable 
o f  change ; the polTelTion o f  the royal dignity  does 
no t render  the heart  in ex o rab le ;  an a  the difpleafure 
o f  emperors and  kings, like that o f  o ther people, will 
certainly admit o f  palliation o r  entire  removal. W e  
have been  greatly  pre jud iced  in the op in ion  o f  the 
em pero r  by calum ny and  undeferved  reproaches. 
P erm it us then to do  ourfelves ju l l ice  by reprefent- 
ing to him the t r u t h ; that we m ay no t  b e  condem ned 
uimeard, is all the favour we have to requeft.  Sup-

/n
pofing we fhould find it imnoflTible to  prevail  u p o n  
the em peror to  com ply with o u r  defire, o u r  enaea- 

-v o u r s  will not deprive him o f  the power o f  ca rry ing  
his purpofe into execution. A n d  now, that we m ay  ̂
come to a conclufion, we m o d  ea rne it ly  fupplicate 
that you  will fx te n d  y o u r  goodnefs and  generofitv  
fo far as to grant y o u r  permilfion for us to difpatch 
an embafly to plead the caufe o f  a miferable people 
before the imperial Caligula, l iy  a reful'al jjou will 
bla(t all the hopes o f  this va(t m ultifude o f  people, 
whofe lives entire ly  depend  on the iffuv 'o fthe  pre ent 
cauf’e. Permit m e to add that we have no  view !
to private  advantage in o u r  prefcnt requeit ,  but a re  \
wholly im pelled by fentiments o f  p ie ty ;  and  that | 
we mean not to prom ote o u r  own interelbs any farther j
than as they are conne6led with the ititereiis o f  o u r  
re lig ion .” i

C H A P .  XV .

'th e  governor 
compAi1ioi>- 

the fitua. 
tie  1 o f the 
ffwi. ■

P E T R O N IU S  cmn^oJfionpUi the Situation o f  the 
J E W S , and w rn n  on their Rehalf to the Emperor. 
Uj)on Receipt o f  the le tte r , C A L IG U L A  is highly 
offended, and fu tio ii/ly  exdaims againjl P E T R O -  
N IU S . C A L IG U L A  diB ata a Letter in Reply to 
that fro m  P E T R O N IU S , but fro m  political Con- 

fiderctiions difpnfes his Rage.

PE T R O N I U S ,  who was o f  a difpofition 
natura lly  hum ane and  benevolent,  was 

greatly  affected by the ir  d ifcourfe, as in 
deed  were all who heard  i t ;  and  the ten- 
dernefs o f  their feelings was ev ident (i om 
the exprelfion o f  their  features, their»geftures, and , 
in (hort, from their whole dL-porfment. T h e  gover
no r  was a man o f  great m odera t ion ,  and a i teady 
friend to, and advocate for, honour, t ru th , and  jn i-  
tice. H e  confidered the requeft m ad e  by the Jews 
as beuig  p er fe f t ly  reafonaole , and  commiferated 
them as labouring  u n d e r  misfortunes peculiarly  fe- 
vere*. In  a difcourfe with the perfons appoin ted  to 
affift P e tron ius  in the governm ent,  he obferved, that 
the feverity o f  thofe who had  en ter ta ined  the moft 
v io len t p re judices , began now greatly  to re lax  ; and 
this change afforded him no inconfiderable (hare of 
fatisfadion. Petronius  was p e r fe f t lv  acquain ted  with 
the favage barbari ty  and  unforgiving difpoiition of 
the e m p e r o r : but he condufcted h im ielf as i f  he was 
influenced by  a pious regard  to the religion o f  the 
Jews. Being a m an o f  l iterature ,  perhaps his know
ledge enabled him to form a right ju d g m e n t ;  o r  he 
m i ^ i t  be inclined in favour o f  o u r  people  by the 
natiiral benevolence o f  his difpofition ; by the infor
m ation he acq u ired  after his advancem ent to  the go
v ern m en t in Afia and  Sy'ria, where all the towns 
abound in Jewifh  in h ab i tan ts ;  o r  by  the ju f t  fenti
m ents  with which the A lm igh ty  infpirci virtuous 
people for the good both o f  themielves and  the p ub
lic : and  the latter, indeed , appears to have been thft 
cafe on the prefen t occafion.

Orders

:
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He jive« or- 
4critor the 
well execut
ion of the 
flaluf, Hut 
b o t too  l . i f -  

lily.

Not judeinj 
it e»iKilie«t 
to fnid cm- 
badiiHori to 
Cali|;uUi he
difpJtctiM »
Jeticr to him.

O rd e rs  were f?iven to  the ftatuaries to  
em ploy  tljeir utnioll a tten tion  fo r re n d e r 
ing the image o f  the e m p ero r  as com 
p lete  a perform ance as it was poffible for 
the joint efforts o f  art  and  indu llry  to  
proxhicc: they  were not en jo ined  to  ufe 

exped ition ,  hut i i id ru B e d to  take time fiifficient for 
the full d ifplay of  ̂ their  ingenu ity ;  fb rh a i ly  p roduc
tions meet with but flight regard, and  arc  loon con- 
figned*U) ob liv ion ; while thofe which long remain 
under the IkuhIs o f  flsijful artificers, acquire  a'* cele
b rity  that is contiiu ied  to  diilant ages without d i
minution.

Pctronius confidered that by  fetjding 
emballiidors to  Caligula, the Jews would 
expofc thonifejves lo the mercy o f  a pow
erful, v ind it l ive ,  capricious, and op- 
prelfive p r in ce ;  and that granting his 
full con ten t  tOi o r  puttitig an ab io lu tr  
negative upon , their requeil, would be 

equally  productive  o f  u n happy  conlequences; and, 
therefore , he adopted  a m eai’ure that feemcd likel v 
to  obviate  the dange r  o f  eitiie i*extreme. H e  dif- 
patchcd  a le t te r  to Caligula, wherein he o m iaed  to 
mention the late proceed ings oj.’ the Jews, but con 
tented  h imfeif with obferv ing  that the de lay  o f  
coiifecrating the ftatue was to be en tire ly  a ttr ibu ted  
to the confidei;able fpace o f  time which tne artificers 
m ull neceffarily em ploy  in p ro d u c in g  a piece o f  
workmanfliip execu ted  in fo nialterly a  m anner as to 
be worthy the glorious purpofe  for which it was de- 
ligned.
w.feprecau- P c tron ius  a6t with the view
tiot of Pe- o f  gaining t im e; and  he hoped that Cali- 
trohiu.. might, in the interim , alter his reib*
lu t ion ;  for this being the feafon for reaping the har- 
vell, there was reafon to apprehend  that if  the Jews 
were to  be driven  to defpair by  the profanation o f  
their tem ple, they  would become wholly regardlefs 
o f  their lives and all /Other confideratibns, and  fet 
fire to their corn  and  the o th e r  p roduf ts  o f  the earth, 
in revenge for t h e  abrogation  o f  their laws and r e 
ligious rites and ceremonies. I n  o rd e r  to guard  
againlt the ap p reh en d ed  niifchief, Petron ius  took 
an early  o p p o r tu n i ty  o f  caufing the fruits to be ga
thered and  the grain to be reaped; and he was partly  
induced to  this meafure by a defire o f  provid ing  for 
a fuppiy in cafe o f  a public  exigency .

A t this tmie, a report univerfally p re 
vailed that Caligula eutertained a defign 
o f  goin^ to  A lexandria  in E g y p t :  but, 
indeed , it did not appear v e r ) 'p ro b a b le  
that the em peror,  a t tended  by (o p e a t  a 

concourfe o f  peop le  as thofe who com pofed his re
tinue, would expofe himl'elf to the great dangers 
and unavoidable dillicultics o f  a long voyage; fince 

.he might, with m uch greater conven ience and  fafe- 
ty, have p roceeded  by the way o f  the coafls o f  Afia 
and Syria ; for, by  purfuiwg the latter route,  he 
nught have had the advantage o f  d ifem barking and  
pmbarking, accord ing  to  his inclination, having , 

/ 'cxclufive o f  ilic vclfcls o f  burdeoj two h u n d red  long

A (trnund eh 
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boats, purpofely adap ted  to the ufe and fervicc o f  
the coaits.

I t  became neccfTary to farnifh the fe- •
vcral towns o f  Syria with a great fuppiy tt.utMff’ rf 
o f  provifions, but particularly  thofc fitu- fuppiyini th« 
ated on the fea coaits, oti account o f  the 
ama/.ing concourfe o f  people that had thotein'th. 
refortea to that co u n try  from all quarters 
o f  the globe, 'p i c  m ultitude was com- 
pofed of m n o f  wealth and diflinftion, military and  
naval com m anders, civil ofhcers, and pcrlbns o f  
evfr^' o ther denomination, an d  the num ber o f  do- 
ntefhcs was nearly equal, to that o f  the Ibldiers. 
T hefe people were not to  be fupplied in fuch a 
m anner as would m erely  ferve for the prefervatiot) 
o f  exiftence ; but were to be entertained with a-dc- 
gree o f  profufion and magnificence correfpond ing  
with the d ignity  and illuftrious charafcter o f  the euj- 
pcror.

It was the generally  received opinion ci««ihop« 
that the letter would m eet with the intire emettniimi 
approbation o f  the em peror ,  and  that he 
would applaud the prudential meafures 
fuggedetl by Petronius, and approve  o f  
tiu; delay in e re t t in g  the flatue in the temple^ though 
it was not cxpeQ ed  that this m oderate  behaviour 
would p roccea  froni any  tendcrnefs that he en ter
tained towards the Jews, bu t m erely from the confi- 
dera tion  that, by fecuring the corn  and fruits, a 
material advan tage  would be obtained. T!ie le tter, 
iKen, haying received full app roba tion ,  a fair tran- 
fcript o f  it was o rde red  to oe m ade , with which a 
m eflenger was difpatcht:d, with exprefs com m ands t »  
ufe all poffible expedition  in convey ing  it to the 
em peror.

U pon perufing  the letter from Petro- 
nius, the em p ero rs  co lour  deierted his c.iiguii, 00 
cheeks, his eyes fparkled  with fury , bis fightofth* 
g ed u re  was exprem ve  o f  the utm oll vro- 
icn re  o f  rage and  indignation, and, clafping hi* 
hands together, he thus vehem ently  cxclaimed a- 
gainft Petronius;  *

“ Is it, then, thus, P^’tronius ? H a v e  you not 
yet learnt to obey y o u r  niaUer ? Y ou feem to 
imagine that, becaufe you will noi fubmit to the em- 
>eror, the em peror will fubmit to you . T h e  pof- 
cflion o f  an honourable  and dignified commimon 

has elated you to fuch an extravagant degree o f  
vanity , that you  appear to be infenfible that there 
is fuch a man in exiitence as Caligula: but a fhort 
time will convince you  o f  y o u r  egregious erro r .  
T h e  world is not inhabited by  any  people who 
are fuch implacable enemies to  m e as the Jews; 
notwithlianding which, y our  defire o f  preferying 
the laws and cufloms o f  thefe people is infinitely 
m ore powerful than y our  inclination to  obferve a  
due ooedience to  the commands o f  y our  lawful 
prince . Y ou  conceive that there is danger,  on ac
c o u n t  o f  the great num bers o f  people by whoin 
the Jewilh nation is compofed; bu t  the apprehcn- 
fion is vain and  r id icu lo u s ; for you have at com- 
m and  an a rm y  fuSicicntJy formidable to  oppofe the

utm oll
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Utmoft force o f  (he kings o f  Parth ia ,  and  the united  
p o w e r  o f  the whole cad .  Suppofing  y o u  en ter ta in  
a  CompaflTion for the Jews; arc  you ,  then, not h ig h 
ly  criminal in fuflcring that i l l-placed coinpaffion to 
prcva?l o v e r  the d u ty  which y o u  owe to y o u r  p rince  
an d  m after? In  excufc for y o u r  d ifobedience to  m y 
exprefs  com m ands, y ou  plead a folicitude fo r fav- 
ing  the harveft,  in o rd e r  that you  m ight p rovide  a 
fufiicient fupply p f  llorcs in p repara tion  for m y in
tended  voyage :  b u t  this is a frivolous p re te x t ;  for, 
adn^itting fo ex t ra o rd in a ry  a fcarcity to  prevail  in 
J u d s a  as even  to  ocieafion a famine, we migl^t, in 
luch  an ex trem ity , p roduce  ample fupplies from the 
a d ^ c e n t  provinces . B u t why do I em ploy  the time 
in idle words? T h e  life o f  this infolent g o v ernor  
^hall be facrificed to  m y revenge. H e  (hall be c o n 
v inced  that, a lthough 1 decline fa rther m enaces, m y 
rcfcn tm ent and indignation ttill fubfift with the ir  ori
g inal fu ry .”

H av ing-delivered  the above cxclama- 
ftTrmiiu'i tiot), the en raged  em p ero r ,  after a  (hort 
in itpiy, paufe, d if ta ted  to one o f  his fecretaries a 
ws'c«uMt letter,  in  rep ly  to  that he had received 
leTeotment. from  P e tro n m s:  bu t judg ing  it exped ien t 

to  avoid all meafures that might tend  to  
irrita te  the different g o v e r n o r s  and  induce  them to 
cxc itc  the peop le  to infurrefctions, and  particu larly  
th o le  com m anding ' in the cxtenfive and popu lous 
provinces, c(>ntaining powerful armies, as was the 
cafe in that  imnienle te r r i to ry  ex ten d in g  along the 
b anks  o f  the r iver  E uphra tes ,  he carefully  co n cea l
e d  his vio lent dilpleafure, and highly applatided the 
%jreliRht and p ru d en t  co n d u f t  o f  Petron ius .  But 
a l te r  a ilfembling the ran co u r  o f  his heart,  u n d e r  the 
appearance  o f  refpc6l and approbation , he f tr if t ly  
en jo in ed  him to futfer all o th e r  bufinels en tire ly  to 
fublide, ra the r  than pro long  the period  fur confe- 
c ra t ing  the ftatue in the tem ple o f  the Jew s; adding, 
th a t  fince the harveft was now conc luded , no p re 
tex t  could  polFibly be adduced  to ju l l i fy  a fa rther 
p rocraftina tion .

C H A P .  X V I .

A G R IP P A  comes to 'R O M E , find, bring informed o f  
the Emperor's Detemiinaf ion, is fe ized  zviih a fa in t
inĝ  Fit. l ie  writes an expojlululory Letter to C A - 
L lG lfL A  on the StdijeH o f the inltnded Dedica
tion.

A g t i p i - C O O N  after this p e r io d  king A grippa
oil CnU-iuU repaired  to R o m e,  in o rd e r  to pay his
«t Rjmc. re fpctts  to  the em p ero r ,  accord ing  to  his 
u lua l m anner .  H e  was an en tire  l l range r  as to  the 
le t te r  w rit ten  by  Petron ius ,  and  the anfwer re tu rn 
ed  by  Caligula. U pon  m aking  his lalutations, he 
oliferved that the em p ero r’s coun tenance was oxpref- 
five o f  great a n g e r ;  and ,  therefo re , he em ployed  
his thoughts  in exam ining into his own co n d u t t ;  ou t 
iiiKiing, u p o n  tlK m olt I t r i d  fc ru tiny , that  h e  was

The etnpe- 
ror'» adJref* 
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on <*bfcrviug 
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onconfcious o f  any  aflion  that co u ld  be in te rp re ted  
into the caufe o f  offence, he ju l l ly  conc luded  that 
Caligula’s difpleafure m ult be po in ted  towards fome 
o ther obje£l. l iu t  his apprchenfion  vs'as renew ed , 
upon  rem ark ing  that the Hercenefs o f  the em peror 's  
eyes feemed to be m ore violent when they  regarded  
him than when they were d i r e t k d  any  otlx-r w a y ; 
and on this account be feveral times in tended to a lk  
the reafon o f  fo fingular an a l te ra tion ; b u t ^ e  fup- 
prelfed this delire, fearing that he might in cu r  the 
d ifpleafure o f  the p r ince  by an  im pruden t  indu l
gence o f  his curiofity.

N o  man poffelfed a g rea te r  (kill than 
Caligula in pen e tra t in g  in to  the fenii- 
m ents o f  people  from the expreffion o f  
their coun tenances ;  and ,  jud g in g  o f  the 
painful (late o f  Agrippa*s m m d , he tid- 
drellied him in the following m an n er ;
“  I  am convinced , A grippa , tliat you  a re  perp lexed  
with anxie ty  and  d o u b t ;  and  I will now relate to 
you the m a t te r  o f  which you  are fo defirous to  be 
informed. 7’hc period  o f  o u r  acqua in tance  has, 
furely , been o f  fu{F.cient duration to r  y O u  to have  
co n v u iced  yourfe lf  that I m ake  ufe o f  m y eyes, as 
well as m y  to n g u e ,  to  exprefs m y  m eaning. T hofe  
o f  y o u r  nation are the o n ly  peop le  o f  the univerfe  
who have the p re fu m p tio n  to reuife acknow ledging 
me as a d iv in ity :  and from the ir  infolent dil'regard 
o f  my fovcreign p lcafure, they  feein to be defirou j 
o f  p rec ip i ta ting  themlelves into irre tr ievable de- 
I l ru a io n .  I have iflued m y  exprefs  com m ands for 
p lacing the flatue o f  Ju p i te r  in the fan ttua ry  o f  the 
tem ple; and  in confequence  o f  this, immenfe n u m .’ 
hers  o f  peop le  have abandoned  their refpe£tive 
places o f  refidence, and  collected  theiiifclves into a 
Dody, in o rd e r  to m ake  application  to  me u nder  the 
ch a ra f le r  o f  humble fupplicants; but their  dcfign 
is to  fh e ^  in w'hat con tem pt th ey  h o ld  m y  co m 
m ands.”

T h e  em p ero r  was p ro ceed in g  in his gd- 
drefs, bu t ceafed, upon obferv ing  that 
A grippa had on  a ludden  changcd  c o 
lour, and  ev idently  ap p ea red  to  be great
ly difordered. A  v io len t trem bling  per-  

, v ad ed  the whole frame o f  the king, and 
his legs being no lo n ee r  able to  fupport  
him , he m ult have fallen to  the g round , 
had he not been affifled by the jK-'rlons who 
ftood near him. W h ile  u n d e r  this indifpofition, oc- 
ca iioned by the fudden Ihock which his fpirits re 
ceived from the aftlitting news he had heard  from the 
em p ero r ,  A grippa was co n v ev ed  to the p lace o f  his 
rrf idcnce in a ftate o f  perfefct infenfibility. So far 
from being fenfible o f  an y  degree  o f  ten d ern e li ,  on 
acco u n t  ol the alarming acciden t that had  happened 
to k ing A grippa ,  it fe rved  to inflame the em peror 
to a  more extravagant degree  o f  rage againft the 
people  o f  o u r  nation. “  Since A g n p p a  (faid the 
em peror) ,  who has irofeffed the mofi fincere ef- 
teem for me, and  w hom  I have en te r ta ined  as a 
faithful and familiar friend, and  on every  occafion  
gratified to  the u tm oil  ex ten t  o f  m y  abilities, cn tc r - \

tains
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tains fo high a veneration  for the laws and  religi
ous rites an d  cerem onics o f  his co u n try ,  that all the 
no\9e r s o f  life feemed to defert him on ly  upon iie;»r- 
ing them  m entioned  with d ifre fneft,  how ittle rea- 
ioii, then , have 1 to cx p e f t  that the relt o f  the 
Jews, who have no fuch confidcratioiis to  influence 
them in my favour, will do  a  violence to the ir  fcn- 
tinients, in o rd e r  to indulge the inclinations o f  their  
p r in c e i ”

D uring  tlje reft o f  that,  and the greateft part o f  
the following day ,  the indifpofition o f  A gripna  co n 
tinued ;  and  he lay doling an d  infenlible: but to 
wards the even ing  his f  lirits fomewhat rev ived ,  and, 
raifing his head a litt e, with m uch difficulty he 
opened  his eyes, and  ca d  them  towards thote who 
were about him, bu t  without being able to rccolleft 
their perfbns. In  a fhortt im c aficr this he fell into a 
fouiiQcr fleep, his refpiration being lei's in te rrup ted ,  
and  his body  feeming to be gradually acquir ing  its 
former tem p era tu re ;  and  theie were deem ed to be 
 ̂cry  favourable fymptoms. H av in g  remained fome 

time in this fituation, he awaked, faying, “  W h ere  
am I?  Is this the palace o f  the*emperor? and is he 
p re fen t?” In  rep ly  to thefe queflions, they faid.

T a k e  courage ,  Sir: you  are now at y o u r  own 
p lace o f  re f id rn c e ;  and  Caligula is not here. T h e  
time you have flept has been fufhcient; endeavour, 
therefore , to fit u p  a litt le; and  inform us whether 
you have a n y  recollefclion o f  thole who are riow 
about you. B e affurcd. Sir, here are none prefent 
b u t  y o u r  friends, y o u r  donieftics, and  frc-ed-men,

• and that we are  all moft anxio'ufly co n cern ed  for your 
re co v e ry .” T h e  k in d  folicitude which the a t te n d 
ants teftitied, con tr ibu ted  to  re lieve the king, in fome 
deg ree ,  from the affliBion u n d e r  which he labour
ed. I 'h a t  A grippa might no t be d iflurbed, and  that 
fome remedies and  refreflimerrts might be adminif- 
tereci, the phyficians o rd e red  the com pany  to qu it 
the apartm en t;  w hereupon  he faid, “  D o  not cun 
ce rn  yourfelves in prov id ing  delicacies for the gra ti
fication o f  m y palate: a plain diet is all I re q u ir e ;  
for, u n d e r  mv prefent affffCtions, it is fufhcient that I 
take  only  what is ju f t  neceffary to iuftain life: I 
could not, indeed , perfuade m yfelf to receive  any 
kind o f  nourifhm en t,  bu t for the pleafing hope (hat
I  fhall furvive to  relieve m v co u n try  from the d e 
plorable fituation  to which it is now red u ced .” 
T hefe  worjis were accom panied  with fighs and tears; 
and he m ade a flight meal, the refrefhm ents which 
he received  being no m ore  than what were abfo- 
lutely neceffary for the fupport o f  nature . His food 
■was o f  the mofl plain anu  fimple k ind ,  and his utr 
tendants no t being  able vo prevail upon  him to have 
any wine m ixed  with his water, he d ra n k  the ele
m ent in its native  purity .  H av ing  conc luded  his 
repait,  he faid, “  I  nave now difcharged a debt to 
n a tu re ;  and  it on ly  remains for me to  exert  m y ut- 
nw)ft efforts in o rd e r  to  avert the terr ib le  calamities 
with which m y unhappy  coun try  is th rea tened .” H e  

.now  orde red  a tab le t  to be b r o u g h t , 'a e d  wrote to 
ihc em peror in the foUowiug iua4jncr:

No. 31.

A 'iV  a g r i p p a  to thf E m ptror CAIU S C A II^  
G U LA .

S I R ,

incurr ing  j 'otir high 
difpleafure, and the veneration whicii 1 b.n A.;ril?p, 
have for y o u r  facred perfon and the dig- i> ihf tmpt 
nity o f  your ex.iUed chiiracler, will not 
permit me to obtrude into the prelcnce o f  your im- 
pi rial majefly ; and, therefore, 1 prtfum e, by means 
o f  â  letter, to addrels m ylelf ty your majefly wiUi 
the utmoft re fp ea ,  defereyce, and humility.

“  You are fenfible, imperial Sir, that nature in 
f j ires  men with an ardent aifcclion for the p lace o f  
t leir nativity, and an awtul veneration for the laws 
to which thev' have been lavight to yield a perfecl 
obeclicnce. T h e  julUce o f  dii.s ol)lervation is fully 
conhrm ed  by an eminent example which is fhewu iii 
y o u r  own perfon ; for vou piouUy adhere  to the e.x- 
ercife of the duties o f  religion, and are can  Ail to 
ex a t i  a ftricl conform ity  to the legillative inlfitutions 
o f  y o u r  country . It  is the natura l difpofilion o f  
mati to  con tinue  his attachment 10 the principles 
which he has early  imbibed, and to reipect tiie laws, 
culloms, and  m anners, to  wiiich he has been long 
familiarized, however erroneous and  undelerviug 
his p re fe ren ce ;  to r  there are certain iniiances 
wherein we are  ra the r influeoiced by our  ])aHions 
an d  prejudices, than direfcled by  ju d g m en t  and rea- 
fon.

“  Yon are no t ignorant,  Sir, that  I  am by  b irth  a 
Jew , and tha t  the place o f  rny nativ ity  is Jeriiralc|>, 
in which city ftands the g lorious edifice dedicated to 
the ho n o u r  o f  the moft high and A lm ighty  G od. I 
am defcended from anceftors who were inveflcd with 
the regal au thority .  Some o f  them were liigh- 
priefts; and they confidercd themfelves as derivm g 
infinitely m ore  honour from that dignified ftaiioii 
than from the poflefTiori o f  fovereignty; they confi- 
d ? red  that as the Alm ighty is fuperior to man, 11̂  
the facerdotal charafcler mTift neceflarily i)e more 
exalted than that o f  ro y a l ty ;  the exercife o f  the for
m er being  direQ ed towards, divine matters, and the 
o ther  having relation only to  things o f  a fublunary 
na tu re .

“  So nearly  am I connefled  with, and d eep ly  in* 
terefted  in, the fate o f  this nation , c o u n try ,  and 
temple, to which I am indebted in great and m ani
fold obligations, that I cannot fupprcjs the defire o f  
imploring y our  imperial m ajefly  with carnellncfs, 
but, at the fame time, with clue refpe6l, deference, 
and humility, tha t  you, will be gracioufly pleafcd to 
ex tend  to them y o u r  royal favour. P erm it  me. Sir, 
to fupplicate that you  will not compel the people (>f 
o u r  nation to  violate that religion which they  have 
received from  their  anceflors, the free exercife o f  
which they  confider as a privilege infinitely nuire  
dea r  to them  than the prefervation o f  life. R cU ett ,  
Sir, on  the tru th ,  loyalty , and  zea l,  that  the Jewsr 
have ,  o u  every  occaliori, mauii'cUed toward* the

7 R  ’ princes
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p rin ces  o f  y o u r  ilUiItrious family. I t  canno t  be a d 
m itted  that the people  o f  any  o th e r  profcfrion have 
b een  fo liberal o f  vows and  fiipplications to  H eaven  
for the p ro fperity  o f  y o u r  em pire ,  o r  I'o attentive to 
the perform artce o f  lacrifices and  oblations, which 
they  have con llan tly  obferved, no t  u p o n  folemn 
fc'llivals alone, but up o n  all o ther days, w ithout in- 
termiflion; and they lavc fully tc l t ihed  that  their  ce 
rem onies  did  n o tco n f i l t  o f  an idle parade o f  words 
an d  ex ternal formalities, bu t that their  exprefTions 
o f  p ie ty ,  veneration , a r d  aHetlion , p ro ceeaed  from 
them  in the (incerity o f  their  fouls: an d  fron\ this 
line o f  condufcl they  hiwve n ev e r  dev ia ted , except 
w hen, on  particular occafions, th ey  were com pelled  
b y  a reveren tia l  obed icnce  d u e  to  the holy laws and 
re lig ion o f  their coun try .

“ ■ I m u d  in trcat penniffion o f  y o u r  imperial ma- 
j e l ty  to obferve that Jerufalem , wherein I received  
m y  nativity , is not to be conlidcrcd  m erely as the  
m etropolis  o f  Ju d a 'a ,  bu t o f  m any confiderable co 
lonies which have been peopled  from that holy  c ity ;  
fo r  inltance, thofe o f  E g yp t ,  P h ^ t i ic ia ,  the U p p e r  
an d  Low er Syria, Pamphy-lia, Cilicia, and feveral 
o th e r  parts o f  A lia , ex tend ing  as far as B ithynia and  
P on tus ;  in E u ro p e ,  TheHiily, Boeotia, M acedonia ,  
yt^tonia, A thens, A rgos, Corin th , and the greate ll  
p a r t  o f  P e io p o n n e fu s ; and ,  likewilc, the moft ce 
leb ra ted  o f  the iflands; as Eubcea, C y p ru s ,  and 
C rete .  R efp c f t in g  the co u n try  on the o ther fide 
the E uphra tes ,  1 may fafely allert,  that, excep ting  a 
fmail p a r t  o f  the p rov ince  o f  B aby lon ,  and  fonte 
o th e r  governm ents,  there is fcarcely a city o f  any 
conlideration that is no t occup ied  by  Jewifh inha
bitants. H en ce ,  th en ,  it appears that 1 do  no t in 
te rced e  in favour o f  m y  own coun try ,  in p a r t ic u 
la r ,  bu t for the general advantage ana  happinefs o f  
A h a ,  E u ro p e ,  and  A frica, the people  inhabiting  the 
iflands as well as the continent.

“  By gracioufly condcfcending  to  com ply  with m y

Eetition in favour o f  the city  w-here I received m y  
irth, y o u  will confer great and lad ing  obligations 

upon  the people  o f  m an y  o ther p laces lituated in the 
d ifferent quar te rs  o f  the g lobe; for on  the a£t o f  
c lem ency  which I now prefum e to folicit, depends 
th e  com m on welfare and happinefs o f  almoft the 
■whole body of m ankind. W h a t  a f tion  can be m ore 
con f iden t  with the exa lted  c h a ra t te r  o f  the great 
an d  illudrious C s fa r ,  than that which will gratify 
the  defires and p rocure  the felicity o f  all m ankind , 
a n d  confequently  fecure to  him the fr ibute o f  a d 
m iration , efteem, and  reverence ,  from the moft dif- 
tan t  generations?  I am not without hope that the 
confidence o f  m y addrefs will m eet witn p a rd o n ;  
fo r  m y zealous endeavours  in the p re fen t caufe are 
m ean t  to prom ote  a m ediation  which will fecure 
great  and  im mortal fame to the em peror.

“ I n  com pliance •with the interceffions o f  fomc 
particu la r  friends, you have been  gracioufly  p leated 
to  cond itu te  the inhabitants o f  whole towns free c iti
zens of R o m e ,  thereby  advancintj to the ch a ra t te r  
o f  m atters thofc who were before in a date  o f  fervi- 
tu d e ;  and  on  thele occafions y o u r  royal benefi

cence was as great to thofc who foHcited the b o u n ty  
as to thofe on  whom it was conferred .  O f  all the 
princes who acknow ledge you as their  mafter, there  
are  bu t few who can Jultly  claim a fuperiority  to me 
in po in t o f  d ig n i ty ;  and  none  who bear towards 
y o u r  facred perfon a m ore p rofound  and  fincere re- 
Ipefc't, e d e em ,  an d  venera tion .  T h e  indances  o f  
fr iendfhip  which y ou  have been gracioufly  pleafcd 
to confcr upon m e have been great and n u rre ro u s ;  
and both  honour and g ra ti tude  have h itherto  
p ro m p ted ,  and will eve r  con tinue  to  excite ,  m y  
moft fincere acknow ledgm ents.  Neverthelefs , I do 
not prefum e to  folicit y o u r  imperial m ajefty  on the 
fcore o f  grants an d  privileges, o r  that y ou  will a l
low m y  co u n try m en  an exemption o f  the paym ent 
o f  tributes. I t>nly in trca t  a favour that cannot be 
productive o f  any  kind o f  in ju ry  o r  inconvenience 
to  y o u r  imperial m a jed y ,  b u t  which will prove 
highlv advantageous and fatisf i t to r y  to the Jew s; 
for what g rea te r  earth ly  blefTings can fiibje6ts defire 
than the good opin ion , efteem, and  friendfhip o f  
their  acknow ledged fovereign? Jeru falem  was the 
fird place that congra tu la ted  Caligula on his fuc- 
ceflion to the imperial d ign ity ;  and  fhe com m uni
cated the jo y fu l  event to  the ad jacen t  provinces. 
M ay we not reafonably  ex p e t t  that fonie favour will 
be fliewn to o u r  ho ly  city, in acknow ledgm ent o f  
the loyal and  zealous principles fhe e x p re fk d  when 
fhe hailed Caligula in the ch a ra t te r  o f  h e r  lawful 
fovereign? I t  is ju d g ed  that the eldeft fon is enti- 
tied  to the g rea ter  fhare o f  h o n our,  becaufe, by 
his birth , his paren ts  fird  acqu ired  the venerab le  a p 
pellations o f  fa ther and  m o th e r ;  m ay we not, there- 
b re ,  co n c lu d e  that fome confideration , fupe rio r  to 

fuch as can be reafonably  e x p e t te d  by any  o ther ci
ties, is due to  Je ru fa lem ; fince fhe fird  congra tu 
lated Caligula on  the occafion o f  his advancem ent 
to  the regal dation?

“  H av in g  thus fpoken concern ing  m y  nation and 
m y co u n try ,  it now remains for me moft hum bly  to 
im plore  y our  m a je d y ’s c lem ency  towards the holy 
tem pie o f  Jerufalem . T h e  glorious drufciure of  
which I  now m ean to  f'peak, is confecrated  to the  ho
n o u r  o f  A lm igh ty  G o d ,  who refides there in . T h e  
p ro d u t t io n s  o f  datuaries and  painters  on ly  reprefent 
the vifible deities: b u t  to  attem pt the reprefentation  
o f  the invifible and  eternal GocI whom we adore ,  is 
confidered by  the peop le  profefling the Jewifh reli
gion as a m o d  abom inable impiety.

“  O u r  tem ple was held in a high deg ree  o f  vene
ra tion  b y  A grippa ,  y o u r  m a je d y ’s grandfather. 
A u g u d u s  exprefsly com m anded that the facred 
build ing fliould be fupplied with the ob lations deno- 
m ina tea  fird-fruits from the feveral q u ar te rs  o f  the 
globe, and that  da ily  facrifices fhould be offered 
there in . T h e  emprefs, y o u r  g rea t  grandm other,  
en ter ta ined  a pious ed eem  a n d  re v e re n ce  for the 
temple. N e i th e r  prince n o r  po ten ta te ,  Greeks, 
Barbarians, n o r  o u r  m o d  deadly  enemies, n o r  all 
the horrors o f  foreign and  d om ed ic  war, feditiori,. 
bondage , n o r  the m o d  terrible calamities to which 
hum an  na tu re  is fubje^tj .could eve r  prevail upon

us
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us to adm it o f  an idol be ing  placed in o u r  tem 
ple. I t  mult be  acknow ledged  that there have 
been enem ies to  the i'acred edifice; but the religion 
cxercif'ed there in  was ftill fecure. T h e  building b e 
ing conl'ecrated to the C rea to r  and  F a ther  o f  the 
iniiverfe, peop le  re frained  from placing  idolatrous 
ftdtues there in , left th ey  fhould incu r  the jud icial 
vcngeance o f  an offended G od . I t  will no t be ne- 
ccffary^to recu r  to Itrangers for examples, fince fb 
many o f  a doniellic na tu re  may be p roduced .

“  D u r in g  the re ign  o f  k ing  H erod ,  m v grandfa
ther, M arcus  A g rip p a ,  th e  grandfather o f  y ou r  im 
perial m ajelly , h o n o u red  him fb far as to  vifit him 
in Judaea; and  on this occafion A grippa  proceeded  
by the way o f  the fea-coaft to the city o f  Jerufa- 
lem. T h e  magnificence and f:ilpndor o f  the holy 
tem ple, the cxercife  o f  the re igious rites and  ce 
remonies, the fimplicity o f  the niatiners of the peo-

f ile, and m an y  o th e r  circum ftanccs, fcrved to in- 
pire the illuftrious vifitor with admiration, re v e 

rence, and efteem ; and he availed himfelf o f  ev e ry  
o p o r t u n i t y  o f  teftifying his gene ra t ion  for the 
g o n o u s  fabric. D uring  the time that he remained 
ui Jeru fa lem , he daily attciided the temple, em 
ploying himfelf in contem plating  the holy vell- 
n)cnts, the m anner  o f  perfo rm ing  facrilices, the dig
nity o f  the high-priefl, feated on an em inence, and  
fuperbly habited  in his pontifical robes, and  the 
p ie ty  which was cxpreffed by him as well as the 
o ther priefts who ofticiated in the religious func
tions.

• “  P rev ious  to  his d ep a r tu re ,  A grippa conferred  
u p o n  the citizens ev e ry  indulgence that it was polTi- 
ble for him to beftow, excep ting  on ly  an exem ption 
from the p ay m en t  o f  the ufual taxes, and  prefented 
the ho ly  tem ple with m any donatives o f  great v a 
lue. O n  his re tu rn ,  A g r ip p a  was accom panied by 
H e ro d  to the fea-fhore, where thefe two em inent per- 
fbnages m utually  acknow ledged  the great obliga
tions they had received  from, and  the friendfhip 
they enter ta ined  for, each  o ther.  O n  occafion o f  
the d ep a rtu re  o f  A grippa , the people aHembled in 
great  m ultitudes, ffrewing the way by  which he was 
to  i)afs with .boughs and  flowers, the reby  intim ating 
the ir  g ra ti tude  for the  great bounties they had r e 
ceived, and  their veneration  for his perfon, on  ac
count o f  the pious regard  he  had fhewn to the tern- 
p le ;  and  they  pu t  forth carnefl fupplications for his 
nappinefs an a  profperitj^.

“  I t  is a fa tt  that will be acknow ledged  by  the 
whole world, th a t  the fentiments o f  y o u r  grandfa
ther, M arcus A g rip p a ,  were ex a f t ly  nm ilar  to thofe 
o f  y o u r  g rea t  uncle  T ib er iu s ,  with regard  to the 
laws and re ligion o f  the  people o f  o u r  nation.

“  D u r in g  the whole reign o f  the em peror T ib e r i 
us, •which co n tinued  for the fpace o f  three and 
twenty years ,  he intimated not tne moft diftant in 
tention o f  in troducing  a change in the accuftom ed 
m anner o f  ce lebrating  the rites and cerem onies  o f

• o u r  religious worfhip, o r  o f  offering any  k ind  o f  
v iolation o r  ind ign ity  to  o u r  holy temple. T h o u g h
I, received v e ry  I'everc treatment from  T iberiu s ,  I

II'

cannot be fb unjuft as to omit m entioning a part o f  
his conduct, the relation o f  which will rcfK cf high 
honour upon his m em ory. I am fenfible. Sir, that 
truth is ever acceptable to y o u ;  and  I fhall now 
p roceed  to fijme particulars which will enable you  
to form an opinion o f  the fentiments entertained by 
T iberius  in relation to the religious inltituiions and  
p ra t l i c e s o f  the Jews.

“  At the time -vhen Juda:a was under the govern
m ent of Pilate , he placcd certain gilt bucklers in  
the palace o f  H erod , fituated in the city o f  Jerufa- 
leni,. and dedicated them to the honour o f  the em- 
^ r o r  T iberius .  I t  was n»t from any  motive o f  re- 
pefct o r  veneration towards the em pero r  that P i

late confccrated thefe bucklers, but m ere ly  from a 
rancorous and malignant principle to  the people o£ 
o u r  nation. T h e  bucklers were infcribed with th e  
two names o f  the dedica tor and the party  in honour 
o f  whom they were dedicated, but they did not e x 
hibit figures or  any o ther  work prohibited  by o u r  
laws, liu t in telligence o f  the dedication being c ir
culated among the populacc , they became ex ceed 
ingly dilliitisfied, and foon made application to the 
four fbns of the k ing, fbme other branches of the 
royal family, and divers other perfbns o f  the firft 
diltinclion, requefting that they would exert  their 
utmoft endeavours to prevail upon Pilate to remove 
the bucklers, the dedica tion  o f  which they  could 
not confider but as a violation of their laws and re
ligion, and the cuftoms tranfmitted to them by their  
anceffors, which had been held in high efteem and  
facred veneration  by all p receding kings and em pe
rors. Pilate being  o f  a morofe, violent, a i 'd  u n 
gracious difpofition, replied to the intcrceffions o f  
the m ediators in an abrup t and affronting m anner, 
in confequencc  o f  w'hich the populacc were greatly  
exafnerated , and  they cxcla im ed againft Pi ate in 
the f^ollowing m an n er :

“  Ceafe, Pilate, to in terrup t the tranquillity  o f  
peop le  who are difpofed to  obferve a due allegi
ance  to  their lawful fbver^eign, nor en deavour to  
aggravate  them to engage in diflenfions and hofti- 
lities. D o  not deceive yourfe lf  in the opinion that 
people arc fo weak as to  be amufed by the frivolou* 
p re tex t,  by  means o f  which you endeavour to c o n 
ceal the injuftice o f  your  conduft. IJe affured that 
it is not by em broiling  the public peace and happi- 
nefs, and offering  violations to the law, that you will 
be able  to do the em pero r  h o n our,  o r  to convincc 
him o f  the veneration  y o u  p re tend  for his perfon. 
W e  arc fully perfuadea that T iberius  is by  no means 
difpofed to abridge us o f  the privilege o f  living ac
cording to the laws and cuftoms of o u r  anceltors, 
which we have h itherto  en jo y ed  without interruption. 
I f  T ib e r iu s  has granted to  you an ed if t  o r  warrant, 
o r  fignified by  letter,  o r  any o ther kitid o f  inftru- 
m ent,  tha t  he approves the meafures againft which 
we com pla in ,  we requeft that you  will fliew us 
y o u r  au th o r i ty :  it will then be unnecefl'ary to re- 
m onfira te  with P ila te ;  the courfe we mufl purfue  
is this: we muft nominate deputies to reprefent o u r  
cafe to  o u r  imperial lord and m'after, and  hum bly

fupph-
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fupp lica te  tViat be will be gracioufly  p leafed to  re 
m o v e  the caiife o f  o u r  ju l l  com pla in ts ;  and  this wc 
fhall do  in the full confidence or ob ta in ing  red refs ;  
['or we arc perfef l ly  conv inced  that T ib e r iu s  will 
n ev e r  coun tenance  the oppreffion o f  his loyal and  
atlefclionaie fu b je tb ;

“  T h e  intimation that the people  w ould  rcm on- 
ftrate with the  em p ero r ,  th rough  the ag en cy  oF d e 
pu ties ,  and  petition  for the removal o f  the gilt 
buck lers ,  p roved  a c ircum ltance h ighly  alarming to 
jPilate, who app rehended  that if they  p ro ceed ed  fo 
far as to  fend a deputation to the c inpero r ,  the  vvhole 
de l in q u en cy  o f  his cond»fct m ult o f  neceHity be ex- 
pol'ed; an d  he now reflcifted on the in j\illice, co r
ru p tion ,  devallations, v io lence , an d  oppreflTioil, o f  
v h i c h  he had  been  guilty, and  that he had co n d em n 
ed  m any  innocen t  pcrfons to exp ire  u nder  t h e  mod 
exc ruc ia ting  to rm en ts ;  thence conc lud ing ,  that  if 
T ib e r iu s  fhould be inform ed o f  tliefe fatls, the ut- 
m o d  violence o f  the royal indignation would be di
rected againlt him, for having I'o fiiamefully abufed 
the  pow er with which he was invelted . T h is  v io 
len t  and  im petuous m an was greatly  em barra lled  as 
to  the condufct that, in his p r d e n t  fuualion , it 
w ould  be m oit eligible to  purl 'ue: he was greatly  
averfc to rem oving the bucklers, which he had al
read y  made facred by the ce rem o n y  o f  confecra- 
t io n ;  and  he was belides exceed ing ly  unwilling to 
lu b m it  to  th e  rem onltrances o f  the people, who had 
h igh ly  ir r i ta ted  him, by prefum ing to  oppofe his 
inclination.

“  W h e n  the great perfonages who had under taken  
to  intercede in beha lf  o f  the Jews d ilcovered  that 
Pilate, notwithftanding his dilTrmulation, was greatly  
n larnicd , and ap p ea red  to  re p en t  o f  the p ro c eed 
ings  which were fo»excecdingly  d iiagreeable to the 
peop le ,  they  d e l ib era ted  on the d a te  o f  the m atter 
in  que-ition, and  the re fult  o f  the ir  confultation 
v a s ,  that the m o d  exped ien t  means they  could a- 
d o p t  for ob taining redrels would be to  m ake  im 
m edia te  application  to  ̂ the em pero r .  In  confe- 
y u en ee  o f  this de term ina tion ,  th ey  difpatched a le t
te r  to  T ib e r iu s ,  reprelen ting  the cafe o f  the Jews, 
an d  p ray in g  for redrefs; an d  this le tter  was written 
in  the m olt ea rn ed ,  b.it, at the  fame time, in the 
m o d  loyal and affcfctionate term s that could  be con
ceived.

“  7 'berius ,  though  a m an no t  eafily  provoked  
to  fudden an d  violent expreffions o f  anger,  had no 
io o n e r  perufed  the le t te r  on  beha lf  o f  the  Jews, 
th a n ,  with g rea t  w arm th  o f  palfion, he rep robated  
th e  p re fum ptuous  b eh av io u r  and  indecent language 
o f  P ila te .  T h e  em p ero r  immediately wrote to Pi-> 
Jate, fevere ly  reprim anding  him for the im proprie ty  
an d in fo le n c e  o t  his conduf t ,  and  llri6lly en joining 
h im  to  caufe the buck lers  to be immediately  rem ovea 
a n d  conveyed  to  the fea-port n am ed  Caefarea, and  

' depof ited  in  the f t ru t lu re  dedica ted  to the h o n o u r  
o f  Auguftus. B y  this exped ien t ,  the re fpeft d u e  to 
th e  h o n o u r  o f  the em n ero r  was p re ie rved ,  and  the 
allVont to  the laws and  cultom s or the JewiQi uation 
>'as rem oved.

“  U pon  the above-m entioned  bucklers  no images 
were eng raven , nor  did they  exhibit any  o ther re- 
prefentations proh ib ited  b y  o u r  law; and  th ey  were 
placed only  in the g o v e rn o r’s palace, l iu t  I learn 
that it is now in tended  to ere£t a ftatue in the fanc- 
t u a r y o f  the temple o f  Jerufalem . T h is  I'anQuary is 
a place held in luch fa tred  vene ra t ion ,  that all per- 
fons, ex c em in g  on ly  the h igh-pried , are exc luded  
from adm ilfion5 and even the h igh-pried  hw ife lf  is 
not perm itted  t o ^ n t c r  the holy  lanfcluary, excepting  
on  one day  in ev c iy  year, when, after ce leb ia t ing  a 
folemii fad, the du ty  o f  his facred oHice I'cquires 
him to b u rn  incenfe to the g lory  and h o n o u r  o f  the 
A lm ighty , and fervently  to pray, accord ing  to the 
ind itu tions o f  the Jewilh re ligion, that the L o rd ,  in 
his u n bounded  m ercy  and  benevo lence ,  will be g ra-  
cioully plealed to beitow a com m on peace and  feli
city on m ankind  du ring  the enfuing year.

“  A ny  peri'oii o f  o u r  nation, excep ting  o n ly  the 
high prielt ,  who fhail p refum e to cjiter the holy 
fan ttua ry ,  is condcnm cd  by the law to fuller death 
without m ercy. I f  even the h igh-pried  hMnfelf en 
ters this p lace oftener than on  one day in a year, 
o r  m ore than once on the d a y  when he has a right 
toadmifTion, he will inevitably be p u t  to dea th , as 
a pun ilhm ent due to his prel'umption. T h e le  pro- 
vifioijs were m ade by o u r  g rea t  legiila tor, that th e  
facred p lace might, be p re ie rv ed  inviolate and held 
in d u e  veneration .

“  Y ou ca n n o t  bu t imagine, Sir, that, fince fucli 
feverity  o f  punifliment is d enounced  againft thofe. 
w ho tranfgrefs the law re fpe t t ing  the point in quef- 
t ion , the public i'afety wou d be greatly  endangered  
by the popu lar  tum ult  that would certa in ly  take 
)iace in confequence  o f  erecting a d a tu e  in the 
loly fan ttua ry ,  where no t even the h igh-pried  is 

perm itted  to en te r  but on  ce rta in  exprefs  conditi
ons. In  lliort, ra th e r  than furvive to  be  the mife- 
rable  wltneilcs o f  fo abom inable an im pie ty ,  and fo 
fliocking a v io lation  o f  o u r  facred laws, o u r  prieft;* 
w ould  p u t  their  wives and  ch ildren  to  death , and  
y ie ld  up the ir  own lives in a com m on facrifice.

“  I  lhall noV prt>cced to ip e a k  co n cern ing  tha 
c o n d u t t  o f  the t ru ly  illultrious A ugu ltus ,  w ho was 
indifputably a prince o f  the m o d  exalted  v ir tue  that 
ever poflelfed the h n p tr ia l  d ign ity . H is  fuperior 
wildom and  v ir tue  j u d ly  en tid ed  him to the glori
ous appella tions by  which he  was d id inguifhed. 
H e  long m ain ta ined  an  un in te rru p ted  tranquillity  
th ro u g h o u t  the whole w o r ld ;  in g ra t i tu d e  for 
which bleding he becam e f h e o b j e t l  o f  univerfal ad
m ira tion  and  applaufe.

“  I n  a conference refpefting  tl\e temple o f  J e r u 
falem, this i l ludrious p rince  was in fo rm ed  that our 
law contained a p roh ib i t ion  to  the p lacing  any 
ca rved  image therein , becaufe  it was im p ro p er  that 
a  vifible figure Ihould be confidered  as a  repre- 
fentation o f  the e te rna l  an d  a lm ighty  G o d .  T he  
em pero r  deemed the p roh ib it ion  to be perfettly  
confiden t with reafon; and, being a man o f  great, 
l i te rary  accomp)Iilhinents, he took  occafion oT cx- 
preiCng m any ju d ic ious  rem arks o n  what had tranf-

1 jjired
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pircd in the  convcrfation, fometimes d ed u c in g  his 
oblervations from the dUcourfc o f  the learned  m en 
by  whom he was conflantly  a ttended , at o ther  
times p ro n o u n c in g  the f'entiments that were diflated 
by his own fine genius and excellen t underftand-

‘‘ Auguftus was fo g rea t  an adm irer o f  literature, 
that while he fat at table, and during  fcftival e n te r 
tainments, he engaged in converfa tion  with the 
moR ce lebra ted  philofophers and  o ther men o f  
learn ing ; fo that, while he received  the refrefh- 
ments which were neceffary for the fupport  o f  na
ture, he im proved  the time to  fuch great advantage 
as to en jo y  the cxquifite fatisfaftion refulting from 
the indu lgence  o f  the intelleihral appetite. I n n u 
m erable inftanccs might be adduced  ro prove the li
berality  o f  the fentimcnts enter ta ined  bv A ugulh is ,  
regard ing  the people o f  o\ir pe r lu ab o n ;  "but, on the 
p refent occafion, 1 fhall in troduce  only two circum- 
Itances; and  it is hum bly prefum cd that y o u r  ma- 
jc ity  will deem them fuflicient to  p rove  that he was 
by  no means an enem y to  the J e ^ ’ifh laws and reli- 
gion.

“  U pon  gain ing  information that the bufinefs o f  
tranl'aiitting the trcafures, under the denom ination  
o f  firft-fruits, to the holy temple o f  Jerufalem , was 
not au en d ed  to  M'ith the regu larity  that the im port
ance o f  the matter requ ired ,  the em pero r  difpatchcd 
letters to  the governors  o f  the feveral provinces o f  
Afia, flriClly com m anding  them  to offer no kind o f  
impediment o r  in terruption  to th e  Jews in reg a rd  to 
tliefr afl’cm bling in the fynagogues. B u t the liberty 
o f holding public meetings was no t ex tended  to any 
people but thofe o f  o u r  nation. T h e  em p ero r  ob- 
lrrve(l that the alfeniblies o f  the Jews did not re- 
ienible B acchanalian  entertainm ents, where en- 
couragejiietit was given to inebria tion , fedition, and 
other d iforderly  proceedings, but were ra the r  to be 
conHdcred as academies, in which people were in- 
I t ruded  in- the love and  p ra d ic e  o f  v irtue, piety, 
and ju l l ice ;  and  that the annual contributions, call
ed the firJl-fruits, were in tended  for no o th e r  ^5ur- 
pofe than that o f  offering faerilices in the temple to 
the h o n o u r  o f  the A lm ighty. In  Ihtirt, this illuf- 
trious and benevolen t p rince  iffued an  exprefs 
oommand that the Jews f lould  un in terrup ted ly  en- 
.,oy the privilege o f  holding their  meetings and m ak
ing their contriDutions, accord ing  to the accuftomed 
^radices o f  their anceftors. I do  not p re tend  to 
lave. a p e r fe t l  reco llc ttion  of the exa£t difpofitioir 
of the words o f  the deceafcd em pero r’s o rder,  bu t I 
am conlident that I am not deceived as to the pur-  
r>ort thereo f;  and  o f  this. Sir, you will be con
vinced, oil the perufal o f  a le tter from C. Norba- 
nus !■ laccus, o f  which I  now fend your m ajefly  a 

.faithful tranl'cript.

C, N O R B A N U S  FLACCUS, Proconful, to llu  Ma~ 
gijlrales o j  E P H E S U S , greeting.

Jor’i «dici in

No. 32.

“  T h e  em p ero r  has tranfmitted  to  m e a 
le u e r ,  wherein  he has been plcufed to l ig -

B nify, that whereas the people o f  the Jew- f*™" »f t'"® 
ifh nation hold religious meetings and  col- 
l ed  monies to be tranfmitted to their temple at Jeru- 
falem, u n d e r  the name o f  firft-fruits, it is his im pe
rial will and pleafure that they be allowed full Iil)crt.y 
o f  continuing the exeic ife  o f  their privileges in thele 
points, accord ing  to the ancient cufloms o f  their 
country . This command you are to obferve, and 
thereto yield a due obedience.”

“  T h ere  cannot, furely, be a more incontroverti
ble p ro o f  o f  the favourable ieiuimcnts entertained 
by  Aiigufhis refpefting o u r  temple, than the circum- 
itance o f  his granting us th« innulgence o f  publicly 
obferving the rites and  cirrrmonic.'! oF our religion, 
the liberty  o f  m aking contributions for facred pur- 
pofes, and o f  exercifing divers o ther fund ions  o f  pi
ety , and living according to the laws o f  ou r  ancef- 
tors.

“  T h e re  is yet ano ther  ev idence to be p roduced  
in confirmation of what I have laid on the fu b jed  o f  
the friendly opinion which Aiigudus entertained o f  
the people o f  the Jewifh nation ; and this m atter I  
lhall here in troduce. Augultus commanded the ob- 
Icirvance o f  a daily faerifice in the temple; that the 
v id im s  fhould be a bull and two lambs; and that the 
expence attending thefe offerings to the honour o f  
the Almighty fhould be defrayed from his own re
venue . T hefe  oblations have oeen continued , with
ou t in terruption , till the pififent period. It  was thft 
in ten tion  o f  Coffar that the facrifices Ihould be of
fered upon the altar: bu t he was, neverthelefs, per- 
fe d ly  fcnfible that there was no kind o f  image o r  re- 
prefentation o f  a d iv in ity  either within o r  wi’ho u t  
the temple. T h is  learned and fagacious p rince  was 

' fcnfible that it was h ighly exped ien t to have a fjio- 
rious temple confecrated with peculiar veneration to 
the honour o f  the iiivifible G o d ,  and that no flatac 
fhould be contained in the facred building, whciciii 
men were to perform  their devotional (ixercifcs ia 
the confidence that , their  piety would be crowned 
with the defired reward.

“  I fhall now intreat your*majefl'y’s permifTion to 
fpejik o f  the greal d i l iind ion  that was fhewn to o u r  
tem ple by your great grandmother, the emprefs 
Ju lia .  This tru ly  admirable princef;;, after the. ex 
ample o f  her illuilrious confort,  bellowed a protu- 
fion o f  donatives, o f  ineflimable value, upon the 
holy  fabric, confifling o f  gold an d  filyer veffels, 
and d ivert  o ther rich and curious articles, l iu t  
thefe donatives exhibited no figures, n o r  were th ey  
in any  re fp ed  oftenfive to ou r  laws. T h e  mental fa
culties o f  w om en are generally  weak, and  it is fel- 
dom that they are affetted b u t  by  fenfible objeds.^ 
B ut the emprefs Julia  was greatly  fuperior to the 
reft o f  h e r  lex, poffeffingan acute difcernment, a n d  
a remarkable flrength and  iblidity of" judgm ent.  
She d i r e d e d  her mind to great and noble nurfuits, 
and, by  unwearied ftudy and attention, macie ample 
am ends for the deficiencies incidental to her fex. 
H e r  m ind  was ftrongly attached to fpeculative 
points, o f  which fhe coufidered p ra d ic a l  matters to  
be the m ere  lhadow.

7 S “  HaviiiK'
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“  H a v in g  p ro d u ced  fo m an y  rem arkab le  inftances 
iu  p ro o f  or the favour, c lem ency, and  pro tec tion , 
Avhich the people o f  o u r  nation  ex p erien ced  from 
the  i llu ltrious perfonages o f  y o u r  own family, and  
p a r t icu la r ly  from y o u r  im m edia te  p ro gen ito r ,  to  
w hom  yo u  are indeb ted  fo r  y o u r  life, and  the e x 
alted  ftation which y ou  at p re fen t  en jo y ,  I hum bly

E relum e to  fupplica te  that y o u r  imperial majeRy will 
e gracioullv  pleafed to continue to  us the en jo y 

m e n t  o f  thofe incltimable priv ileges which w ere  c o n 
firm ed to  us by  y o u r  i l luurious predeceffbrs. E m 
pero rs  petition  the m an who is at p re fen t inverted 
with the imperial d ign iij ' ,  auguft p rinces  in tercede  
w ith  a p r in ce  o f  th e  augu tt  line, grandfathers and 
g rea t  grandfathers  fupplica te  a g randch ild ,  and  d i
vers  o ther  exalted  perionages plead before  the  great 
an d  pow erful Caligula , in favour o f  the Jcwifh re
l ig ion, laws, and cuftoms, w'hich, from the time o f  
tlieir original inftitu tion, have been held  in facred 
vene ra t ion  to the prefent period.

“  I t  muft be acknowletiged that i f  the abrogation 
o f  o u r  laws takes place, it is poffible the tranfgref- 
fion m ay  not ' 'e  immediately  followed by a jud ic ia l  
ven g ean ce ;  b u t  let it be rem em bered , that, to  difco- 
v e r  the even ts  o f  fu tu r i ty  is b ey o n d  the u tn iod  
p ow er o f  the hum an m in d ;  and  that, though divine 
ju f t ice  is fometimes delayed , it m u d ,  a t length , in- 
cvitabl>[ arrive. W h a t  man, who ^ s  not a heart  p o l 
lu ted  with guilt, and does n o tim p iou fly  r e j e t l a l l  be
l ie f  in the exiftence o f  an eternal and  A lm ighty  
G o d ,  can be fo infenfible o f  thefe confiderations i s  
to  defy  the ftings o f  confcience, and  p ro v e  himfelf 
to  be poHelTed o f  fo daring  a fpirit as not to  t rem 
ble u n d er  the dreadful apprehenfion o f  m eeting  the 
re tr ibu tion  due to  his in iquities?

“  T h e  great obligations which y o u r  m ajefty  has 
b ee n  pleaTcd to confe r  upon me are fo num erous 
that  fuHicient time is not allowed m e barely to  re 
c o u n t  th em ; and the fub je f t  is o f  too  facred a n a 
tu re  to  be trea ted  (lightly. T h e  m ention  o f  fome 
p a r t ic u la r  fa£ls, how ever,  will fuffice to  p rove  y o u r  
u n b o u n d ed  benevo lencJ  to m e, without relating the 
varie ty  o f  in terefting  circum llances with which they 
■were accom panied . I t  is a m atte r  o f  public  no to r i
e ty  that it was m y fo r tune  to  be  m ade a prifoner,  
a n d ,  when red u ced  to  that  ftate, throw n in to  chains. 
W i th  the utmoft gra titude, I acknow ledge that y o u r  
m ajef ty  was gracipufly pleafed to reftore me to free- 
d o m : out perm it  me to hope that y ou  did not re lieve 
m e  from m y m iferable confinem ent in irons, to  fub- 
je £ i  m e to  m ore  infupportab le  oppreflion . D u rin g  
the  time I  rem ained  in irons, m y  fufferings were 
confined  to  a par ticu la r  p a r t  o f  m y b o d y ;  b u t  m y 
v e r y  foul finks u n d e r  the enorm ous b u rden  o f  m y 
jre len t  misf^i)rtunes. Y ou  refcued m e from the a- 
an n in g  apprehenfion  o f  death, and ,  indeed , from 

a  fituation that was to be confidered  as b u t  little be t
te r  than a ftate o f  actual d iifo lu tion ; an d  you  a f te r 
w ards beftowed upon  me a profufion o f  kindnefs 
infinitely b ey o n d  wnat I  could  reafonably expefct.

“  T h e  hum ble  petition  o f  A g rip p a ,  whofe ob liga
tions to y o u r  m ajefty  furpafs all pow ers  o f  expref-

fion, is, that ypu  will be gracioufly pleafed to p re -  
ferve the life you have given; and I  am induced  to  
hope that y o u  will not r e je t l  m y  earneft fupplicati- 
o n ;  for I cannot imagine that you  would refcue m e 
from one  calamity, and  prolong the da te  o f  m y  e x 
iftence, that  I might furvive to m ee t  dpftru f iion  in  
a m ore  terr ify ing  form,

“  I am indeb ted  to y o u .  Sir, for the pofTefTion o f  
the regal d ig n i ty ;  and  after hav ing  invefted  rne with 
that  diftiitguiflied h o nour,  it was ttie p leafure  o f  the  
m ighty  Catfar to afford an additional p ro o f  o f  his 
royal b o u n ty ,  and therefore  he ex tended  m y au th o 
r i ty  o v e r  T rachon itis  and  Galilee . D o  not, Sir, 
diveft me o f  thole invaluab le  privileges, the lofs o f  
which will ren d e r  the g rea t  anu  num erous  favours I  
have rece ived  from you  intirely  deftitu te  o f  their 
u le  and value. A fte r  having adv an ced  me to  the* 
moft g lorious fituation th a t  the h ea rt  o f  m an can  
afpire to  en jo y ,  do  no p recip ita te  m e into the c o n 
tra ry  ex trem e o f  m ife r \ \  I en ter ta in  no folicitudc 
for the prefervation o t  the au th o r i ty  with which it 
was y o u r  pleafure to  inveft m e; bu t,  on the c o n 
tra ry ,  with the utmoft willingnefs, can relign all the 
d ignity  and  honours an n ex ed  to  royalty , and re tu rn  
t o m y  form er ftation in life. T h e  only  o b je t l  o f  m y  
petition is, that the laws an d  religion o f  m y coun- 
t ry  m ay  be  p referved  from  all violation. I f  I  
p rove  fo unfortuna te  as to  m ee t  with y o u r  refufal, 
the  confequence  muft be that the Jews, as well as 
all o th e r  peop le ,  will confider me e i th er  as a vile 
b e tray e r  o f  the in tere f ts  o f  m y  countn>'j o r  as being 
no  longer efteem ed w orthy  the fr iendfhip o f  the em 
p e ro r ;  and e ither o f  thefe events  would be p ro d u c 
tive o f  infupportable afflitlion. I f  the pub lic  imagine 
me to be ftill one am ong the n u m b er  o f  thofe w ho 
a re  h o n o u re d  with the royal favour, an d  at the fame 
time obferve me to be a witnefs to the profanation 
o f  o u r  ho ly  tem ple, which is the greateft g lory  o f  
the Jewifh nation , they  will accufe m e  as be ing  a  
tra i to r  to  th e ir  caufe, on the fuppofition that I had  
neg lef led  to exe rt  m y influence for averting  the de- 
ftruQ ion o f  m y co u n try ;  fo r  it is not fu p p o ie d to  be 
p ro b ab le  that em pero rs  can d en y  fuch favours as I  
p re fum e to  t^quefi,  when they  are p e t i t ioned  by  
perfons who are hon o u red  with the royal friendfhip. 
I f  I am fb unhap jw  as to  have forfeited that p lace 
which I once  pofien'ed in y o u r  efteem , I intreat, 
Sir, that y o u  will not, a f te r  the exam ple  o f  T i b e 
rius, caft m e in to  cha ins ;  bu t  tha t,  inftead o f  d e
priv ing  me o f  l ibe rty ,  you  will confign m e to in- 
ftant d ea th ;  for what inducem ent can  there  remain 
to wifti for a continuance o f  life, af te r  hav ing  loft 
the friendftiip o f  the imperial Caligula, in which I  
have repofed  m y heft hopes o f  lub lunary  happi- 
nefs? A n d  now, Sir, I fuom it m y ow n fate, and  
the caufe o f  ray  c o u n try ,  to  y o u r  fovereign  plea
fure .”

C H A P .  X V II .

CALIGULA dclikra iti on the Contents o f  AG  R IP -
1 PA'S
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letter with 
rreat emotion, 
but »t length 
relixes.

P A ’S Letter, and, at length, he writes to P E T R O -  
N IU S , tiu  Governor o f  S Y R I A , commanding him 
to offer no Profanation to the Temple o f  J E R U S A 
L E M ; but he afterw ards revokei this O rder. He 
caii/es a Statue to be made at R O M E , and tranf- 
ported to J E R U S A L E M , without the Knowledge 
o f  the J E W S . lnfl.ance% o f  the capricious, inhu
man, ^ d  violent Difpofition o f  C A L IG U L A .

Apip(i«’ile t- T T A V I N G  fcaled u p  the le t te r ,  and  
ler dilpatchtJ X T .  difpatchcd a m eflenger ,  with a ftr i t l  
uCaiigui.. com m and to ufe all poffible exped ition  in 
co n ve jnng  it to the em pero r ,  A g rip p a  clofely co n 
fined him e lf  within tJfe place o f  his refidence, wait
ing, u n d e r  the g rea ieu  an x ie ty  o f  mind that can be 
im agined , the ifi^ue o f  his rem onflra tice ;  fo r  be was 
confcious that  the p re ferva t ion  o r  ru in , no t o n ly  o f  
Jud tea ,  but o f  the Jews inhabiting  the fevcral parts 
o f  the univerfc, would d ep en d  on  the gracious o r  
u n favourab le  ju d g m e n t  that w ould  a t ten d  his app li
ca tion  to  the em peror.  ,
The emperor UpoH perufing  thc le t te r  from A g rip p a ,  
peruiesth* the co u n ten an cc  o f  thc e m p e r o r  p lain ly  

ind ica ted  the various em otions o f  his 
m ind . A t  one tim e he was h ighly  of
fended  up o n  reco lle f t ing  the d ilbbed ience 

th a t  had  been ftiewn to  his exprefs com m ands in 
the ,de lay  o f  confecrating  a fta tue  to  his h o n o u r  in 
the  tem ple  o f  J e ru fa le m ;  and  then  the natura l auite- 
r i ty  o f  nis d ilpofition  re laxed , in fome deg ree ,  in 
fav o u r  o f  king A grippa .  whofe app lica tion  he could  
no t deem  to be inconfiftent with e i th e r  julticfc o r  
reafon, an d  from the hum ility  o f  whofe addrefs he 
could no t w ith-hold  fome fharc o f  approbation . A t  
o th e r  times, accord ing  to the impulfes o f  his var iab le  
m ind , he cen fu red  and  ap p roved  the co n d u f t  o f  A- 
grippa. H e  fevcre ly  re flefted  up o n  the king for the 
e x t ra o rd in a ry  zeal he  had  teftified on beha lf  o f  his 
countrj^men, whom he knew  to be the o n ly  peop le  
inclined to oppofe the dedica tion  : bu t he acknow 
ledged  that the co n d u f t  o f  A grippa  muft ce rta in ly  be 
d id a te d  by  a great  an d  noble foul, and  that he was in 
t i tled  to  com m enda tion  for the generofity  and  ca n 
d o u r  with which he had declared  nis op in ion , and  for 
p ro ceed in g  agreeable to  the  genuine fentiments o f  
his heart.
He u difpoicd H a v in g  em ployed  h im felf fome tim e in 
to favour th« delibera ting  in the m anner  above  recited , 
J**‘- C aligu la’s m ind  g radua lly  becam e m ore
c o m p o fe d ; and  he , at length , d e te rm in ed  to  ex tend  
his c lem en cy  to  the Jew s. H e  d ifpa tched  a le tter 
in rep ly  to  that he had received  from A grippa ,  fay
ing that the interceflions o f  the k in g  had  prevailed 
upon  him to co u n te rm an d  the o rde rs  re fpeft ing  the 
dedication. A t  the fame time he wrote to  Petronius , 
the g o v e rn o r  o f  Syria ,  advifing him that a change o f  
inclination had taken  place, and  that it was now his 
fovereign pleafure to preferve  the temple o f  Je ru fa -  
iem from  ev e ry  k ind  o f  p rofanation . B u t  that the 
proh ib it ion  m ight no t opera te  at a fu tu re  p e r io d  in  a

An aljrminj 
claure in the 
letter fent by 
Caligula to 
Pctroniui.

m an n e r  d ifagreeab le  to  him, the e m p e ro r  inferred a 
con d it io n  in the fame le t te r  o f  a  t e n d e r c y  highly 
a la rm ing  to  the J e w s ;  and  it was conceived  in terms 
to  ihe following p u rpofe  : “  B u t  it is p ro 
v ided, that i f  a n y  pcrfon, o f  whatever 
denom ination ,  fhall hold  o u r  will and 
^Icafure in fuch difrefpcfct as to offer any  
t ind  o f  im ped im ent o r  oppu liiion  to the 

con l’ecration o f  temples, altars, o r  ftatucs, to the 
h o n o u r  o f  o u r  royal elf, o r  an y  branch o f  o u r  im-

f »erial family in any  city , town, o r  o ther  place w hat- 
bevc r ,  excep ting  o n ly  the m etropo lis  o f  Judaea, 

bea ring  the nam e o f  the ch y  o f  Jeru fale in ,  all an d  
ev e ry  perfon  o r  perfons fo offending  ihall be pun ifh -  
ed on  the fpot, du r in g  the very  a f t  o f  d ifobediencc 
to this o u r  exprefs com m and , o r  in failure o f  this, 
be fubm itted  to o u r  au g u lt  will and  p leafure , in o r 
d e r  that luch pun ilhm ents  m ay be  in tli t led  as m ay be 
a d ju d g e d  ad e q u a te  to  his o r  t'heir d em eri ts .”

T h e  above claufe was in effefct a revoca- j, 
t ion o f  the e m p e ro r ’s gran t in favour o f  thc way forcivii 
temple o f  Jeru fa lem . In  fhort, i tw a j  IfiV- <i'<'“rb»nce5. 
ing a foundation  for civil hofUlities'y I t  was uni- 
verfally cx p e f ted  that the enemies o f  the people  o f  
the  Jew ilh  perfualion w ould  Tacrilegioufly c o n fcc ra te  
ftatues th roughou t ev e ry  p a r t  o f  the co u n try ,  u n d e r  
the fanftion o f  .the edi6l ilfued by  the e m p e ro r  ; bu t 
it was n o t  im agined that they  w ould  be inducecl 
to  this co n d u f t  lo m uch by  their  re fpeft  to Caligula 
as by th e ir  enm ity  to  the Jews. O u r  enem ies Jup- 
pbfed that  the Jew s would on  no  confidcra tion  p a 
tien tly  fubmit to  be witneffcs to  the profanation o f  
th e ir  laws, which they  had e v e r  he ld  in the m oft 
facred v e n e ra t io n ;  and  that their  o p p o f i t io n 'to  hjs 
p leafure  would fo h ighly  incenfe Caligula, that, in 
o rd e r  to punifh them for their d ifobed ience, he 
would renew his pofitive com m ands for confecrating  
the ftatue in the ianfctuary o f  the holy temple.

B ut notw ith llanding  the reafon that ap- commenj. 
p ea red  to ju i t i fy  the apprchenfion  o f  a .bTmoder*. 
po p u la r  tum ult ,  it was th(^ pleafure o f  *n tiie
D iv in e  P ro v id en ce  to  m aintain  good  or- 
d e r  and  difcipline am ong  the p eo p le ;  and  no out- 
rage€»us p roceed ings  feem ed to  be th rea tened . 
T h o u g h  tne multitude appeared  to be d ifpofed t̂ > 
confine their  m eafures within the bounds o f  m o d e ra 
tion , o u r  affairs, notw ithftanding the ir  fla t ter ing  ap 
p ea ran c e ,  were by  no m eans in a m o re  aufpic ious. 
t r a i n ; for the e m p e ro r  rep en ted  o f  the de term ina tion  
he  had  fo la te ly  pafled in o u r  favour, and  renew ed  
his fo rm er fentiments re fpeft ing  the dedica tion  o f  his 
ftatue.

Left the m u lti tu d e  fhould  be p ro v o k e d  
to  oppofe the m eafure, no farther difcourfe 
was he ld  on  the fu b je f l  o f  p rep ar in g  
ftatue a t S id o n : bu t  Caligula iffued an o r 
d e r  tha t  one  fhould be p rov ided  at R o m e,  
an d  that this figure (hquld  be compofed 
o f  copper ,  an d  r ich ly  gilt. H e  alfo com m anded  that> 
all poffible care  -ftiould be em p lo y ed  io fecre tly  
tran fport ing  the image b y  fea to  Jeru fa lem , and  for

adopt-

CtlifuU  er- 
deri * ftatue 
to be made at 
Rome, a«(l 
privately 
tranlported to 
jeruCilem.
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pi iciou9| ill- 
hum aiif a n i  
violent difpo*

ad op ting  fuch mcafiires as would enable  the peop le  
em p lo y ed  in tliis bufincfs to e rc6 t  the figure in the 
tem p le ,  before the Jew s could  be well apprifed  o f  
th e  m a t te r :  and Caligula’s v o yage  to E g y p t  was to 
afford an o p p o r tu n i ty  o f  do ing  this bufincfs, which 
was to  ap]>ear as the v o lu n ta ry  a f t  o f  the peop le ,  
w ithou t even  the know ledge o f  the em peror .
He make* C aljgu la  cn tcr ta incd  au apx ious  defire 
preparation o f  vilii ing  A lex a n d r ia ,  and  he o rde red  

ex p e n ce  to be fparcd in nroviditig  
“  eve ry  accom m odation  that cou  d co n tr i 

b u te  to  the conven ience  o f  his paffage. A lcxapdria  
b e ing  the capital o f  Eg^ pt, an d  on acco u n t  o f  its 
advantageous fituation a p lace o f  univcrfal com- 
tncrce ,  Caligula imagined that the exam ple  o f  that 
c i ty  could  Icarccly  fail o f  in fluencing  thofe o f  lefs 
confideration , fince people  in a co llc ti ive  bodv were 
to  be confidered as b ea rm g  a fimilarity to  ind iv idu 
als in the c ircum llance  o f  regula ting  their  c o n d u t t  
agreeable  to the example o f  their  fuperiors. H e n c e ,  
then , he concludcd  that he could  not de term ine  u p o n  
a fituation w here  a g re a te r  p robab ili ty  o f  fuccefs 
w ould  a ttend  his rid icu lous fchem e o f  claiming the 
public  honours o f  a divinity.
inftancMof T h e  em p cro r  was na tu ra l ly  o f  a varia- 
CihguU’ic.- v in d ia iv e  an d  cruel d ifpofit ion ; and  

this aflertioii will be fully juftified by the 
following in f lan c es : H av in g  reftored a 
num ber o f  prifoners to l iberty ,  he almoft 

im m edia te ly  o rd e re d  them  again into d o l e  confine- 
in en t ,  and  rendered  their fituation infinitely m o te  
infupportab le  than  that which they  had  before ex p e 
rienced , by depriv ing  them o f  every  hope  o f  re c o v e r 
ing their freedom , altliough no c ircum (lance w hatever 
ctiuid be a lledgedagain l t  them to ju d i fy  their d e ten 
tion. O th e r  pcrfons, who Mere intirely unconfcious o f  
jjuilt bccam e the objecls o f  the ty ra n t ’s diipleafure ; 
und know ing  that their  fate would be dcc idod  by 
a  ju d g e  equa lly  a f lranger to m ercy  and  ju l l ice ,  they  
conf ide red  it as a m atter  o f  certain ty  that the fen- 
ten ce  o f  death  would be  p ro n o u n ced  upon  them  : 
b u t  they were, howevcfi', o rd e red  iiuo baniflnnent. 
N otw ith lland ing  the ir  perfefci innocence ,  they d eem 
ed  this fentence to be a p ro o f  o f  g rea t  len ity ,  con- 
fidering the charaf te r  of  the m an who had  a d e d  in 
the capacity  o f  their  ju d g e .  In  fhort,  they wen. into 
ex ile ,  deem ing  themfelve* h ap p y  in having cfcapcd 
m o re  fevere trea tm ent,  and  patien t ly  fubm itted  to 
th e ir  m isfortunes, c o n d u d in g  them lelves with un- 
b lem ifhed h o n o u r  and  in tegrity .  In  a Ihort time, 
how ever,  the em p ero r  com m anded  a nrjlitary power 

aH'aHin'ate the un fo r tuna te  e x i l e s ; and  w hen this 
In h u m a n  o rd e r  had  been  ex ecu ted ,  it was not in his

E owertoaflTign am otive  for his ex traord inary  co n d u t l ;  
)r he had received  no k ind  o f  provocation , the u n 

h a p p y  fuff’erers  having behaved with fuch exem pla ry  
p ru d e n ce  as tQ avoid  ev e ry  p ro ceed in g  that could  
poflibly exc ite  the b a rb ar i ty  of the ty ran t.  O n  occa- 
lion o f  this m elancho ly  evei,*, all the nob le  families 
o f  R o m e  p u t  themfelves into m o u n t in g ,  in te llim ony 
•of their afflidlion for the h o rr id  m u rd e r  o f  their 
fricuds aud  re la tions.

W h e n  the em p e ro r  parted  with m o n ey ,
id

Hisrtpaciouf*

it was ever with a rapacious defign, and 
with a pre-determ ination  to e f te t t  the rum  of thole 
who received it. H e  would n ev e r  acknow ledge  that  
the m oney was to  be confidered  e i th e r  as ^ gift, o r  
as a loan, for  which interelt  was to be pa id  : bu t  
conllantly  p re tended  that it had been ftolen o r  f rau 
du len tly  obta ined . T h e  u n fo r tu n a te  p eo n le  were 
iK)t b a re ly  com pelled to m ake re lt i tu tion , l ^ t  even 
to fu rrendcr to  Caligula their whole eftates, w he ther 
th ey  had becoin'^ poffefled o f  them  in v ir tue  o f  h e re 
d itary  right, o r  acqu ired  them  by their  own induf- 
try .  . . .

I t  was the p r a d ic e  o f  Caligula to ru in  nre.dfui ef. 
the fortunes o f  thofe peop le  who im agined leiUot h.» 
tliemfelves honoured  by  his moft particu- 
la reR eem . B y  a com plim entary  addrefs and  the a p 
p ea ran ce  o f  friendfhip , he feduced them to p ro v id e  
en ter ta inm ents  for him at an eno rm ous expence .  T o  
com plim en t  the em p cro r  on occafion o f  thefe m ee t
ings, invention was to r tu re d  to  d ifcover the m eans 
o f  y ie ld ing  full gratification to  the m oit*exquifitc 
lu x u ry  j and  it fre l |uen tly  h a p p e n ed  that the m agn i
ficence and jirofufion o f  a fingle enter ta iuh ien t was 
fo g reat ,  that  the a ttendant exy>encc confum ed  an am- 
■)le for tune , and ,  exclufive o f  that, in cu m b ered  the 
lolt with a deb t  that  he co u ld  no t  ex p e f t  eve r  to  be 

in a condition  to d ilcharge .  People o fd i fc e rn m e n t ,  
how ever,  were appr; fed o f  the true  m otive o f  Cali
gu la’s p laufibility  o f  b eh a v io u r ;  an d  inftead  o f  e n 
d eav o u rin g  to ingratia te  themfelves in to  his favour, 
avo ided  contra6{ing a familiarity with him, which 
th ey  confidered as a dangerous allu rem ent to de- 
(Irutlioii.

Such  was the difpofition o f  Caligula, nii extreme 
T h e re  were no people againlt whom he nvtrCon lo 
en te r ta ined  fo m ortal an averfion as the 
J e w s ; and they  e x p e r ien ce d  the moft violent effefts 
o f  his im petuous,  c rue l and  un re len ting  tem per. H e  
com m enced  his opprelfive p roceed ings  in A lex an 
dria ,  w here  he expelled  the Jew s their ora tories , 
and  ^erefcled in thole buildings Itatues to his honour,  
while o u r  people, being  aw ed  by the coHfideratioii 
o f  his great  power and  au thority ,  d a red  not v en tu re  
to  oppofe the horr id  profanation. T h e  tem ple  o f  
J e ru  alem was the on ly  facred place now remaini»ig 
iinviolated ; and the em p cro r  had  even the prefum p- 
tion to nurfue  mcafures for confecra ting  that holy  fa
bric to his honour, u n d e r  the denom ination  of, “  T h e  
temple o f  the new J u p i te r ,  the illuflrious Caius C a
ligula .”

T h e  charaEler o f  Caligula affords the 
moft ftriking inftance that can be p ro d u 
ced o f  a r rogance ,  inhum anity , and  blaf- 
phem ous i rreverence towards the almigh
ty  Creator. T h e  com m and o f  the w ho le  univerfe 
was not equal to the gratification o f  his ex travagan t 
am bition , but he impioufty prefum ed to afpire  to the 
fovereignty o f  H eaven  ! Canft th o u  im agine ,  Cali
gula, that the O m nipo ten t  P ow er who c rea ted ,  is not 
intitled to the governm en t o f  the world ? W i l t  thou 
not perm it  a city, a tem ple , o r  any  p a r t  o f  this fub-

lunary

Hi> in h tu b le  
am bition, and 
arrogauT blaf- 
pliem y.
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iu n a ry  fphere, to be pecu lia r ly  ded ica ted  to the mofl: 
H ig h  G o d ,  w herein  m en m ay acknow ledge the pious 
ven e ra t io n  they  en te r ta in  towards his lublime M a- 
je f ty  ? Y ou have but little co ncep tion ,  C aligula , o f  
the te rr ib le  calamities in which y ou  will involve 
y o u rfc lf  and  the whole em pire  by  per fcv c rin g  in 
y o u r  blafphem ous pu rpo fe ,  the accom plifhm cnt o f  
which is beyond  the pow er o f  poflibility : b u t  y o u r  
ex travagan t prefum ption is fuch, that  the very  idea 
o f  it cannot fail to l lr ike  m en Icfs abandoned  and  
rep ro b a te  than  yourfe lf  with h o r ro r  and  d c te f ta t ion .”

C  H  A  P. X V I I I ,

T ht infulting and erne! Trtalmcnt xvhich P H IL O , and 
the other Pcrjom  compofing the EmhaJJy from  the 
J E W S  o f  A L E X A N D R I A , received 'from  the

■ Em peror C A L IG U L A .

IT  is now necclTary that  we fhould p ro 
ceed to  the relatif)n o f  fome particu-

Caligul«*<
baughiy and

ihyto"»rdi“' which tranfp ired  ii\ reg a rd  to the fub- 
F h iio  and the j c f t  o f  o u f  cmbaffy from the A lexandrian  
whsrdeputiet Jews to  the c m p e ro r  Caius Caligula. T h e  
t im e being arrived  when we were to  have  au d ience ,  
•we were in troduced  into the pre fence  o f  the em p e
r o r ;  the fiercenefs o f  whofe cou n ten an ce  an d  d e 
p o r tm en t we in te rp re ted  into a certain ind ication  
that he was. to be confidered as an invetera te  en em y  
ra th e r  than an impartial ju d g e .  P re p a ra to ry  to  a 
jud ic ia l  decifion on fo im portan t  a caufc, an im par
tial m an would, with the affiitance o f  counfel ,  have 
carcfullv  exam ined  in to  the merits o f  the cafe, and  
hav ing  licard, a tten tively  confidered , and  candidly  
com pared  the allegations o f  e ither party , have p u b 
licly dec lared  his opinion. B ut C aligu la  difpenfed 
with the in trodiif tion  o f  thefe an d  all o th e r  judicial 
formalities. So im portan t  was the caufe in agitation, 
tliat on  the ifTue th e re o f  abfolutely d ep en d ed  the p ri
vileges and even  the lives o f  the vaft multitudes o f  
Jews who inhabited A lexandria .  T h e  rights for which 
the Jew s con tended  were fo ev iden tly  founded  in 
ju d ic e ,  that during  the fpace o f  four h u n d red  years 
their claim had rem ained  wholly uncon trove rted .  
In f tead  o f  behaving to us with the can d o u r  and  m o 
dera tion  becom ing the character o f  a ju d g e ,  and  
conform ing  to the ufual m ethods o f  equ ity  and  juf- 
tice, the inhum an ty ran t t rea ted  us with difrefpeft 
and  ind ign ity  that w ould  have p ro v ed  degrad ing  to 
the moft contem ptib le  o f  his vailals.
H e o r i e r i   ̂ cm p c ro r  had for three o r  four  days
them to be in. re tired  to the two gardens lituated between 
iroduced. the palace and the town, and  occup ied  b'y 
Majcenas and L,amias. B y  Caligula’s dclire the gar- 
dcners were called  iiuo his prcfence : and he o rde red  
them to open  the feveral doors, faying that he was 
difpofed to walk for the benefit o f  the I'reOi air,  an d  
to  amufe him lelf b y  exam ining the curiofjties with 
which the j>lace a b o u n d e d ; a n a  he uow gave o rders  
for o u r  in trodutU on.

No, 32.

Refpeftful 
behaviour of 
the dep!iticst 
and the enipe* 
ror'K tnalicio 
out return.

liidere*! Im
pious fliUery» 
and falfe ac» 
cu fat ton of 
the Jcwi,

U pon  o u r  appearance  before the  e m p e 
ro r  we proftra ted  ourfelves a t  his feet, ad- 
drcHing him by  the titles o f  em pero r  and  
A ugu ilus ,  and  affording o th e r  proofs « f  
the moll; p ro found  hum ili ty  and  re lpeft.
Caligula re tu rn ed  o u r  lalutations in a liianiicr that 
conv inced  us o u r  application would be re je tled , an d  
that o u r  lives were in immineiii danger. A t leng th ,  
with a malicious fmile, the cm pcro r  accofted us i a  
this m a n n e r  “  I prefume you belong to that detef- 
table fra te rn ity  who inlbiently  aifront my facred per-  
fon with contem pt, by offering adorations to an u n 
known an d  namclefs gocl^ when all the reft o f  the 
world yield a willing obed ience to the d iv in ity  o f  
C aligu la .” H e  now laifed hit, hands towards heaven , 
and ,  with great vchem ence , u tte red  exprefTions too  
horr ib le  for repetition . T l ie  behaviour o f  C aligu la 
was und erR o o d  by  o u r  adverlaries  as a declaraiioii 
in their favour;  and ,  being u nab le  to conceal their  
jo y  on this occafion, they  applied  to .the em p e ro r  
ev e ry  a ttribute,  name, and  honour,  pecu lia r  to  A l 
m ighty  G o d .

A man nam ed If idbre ,  o f  an infinuat- 
ing, treacherous, an d  crafty  difpofition, 
obTervingthe rem arkab le  fatisfaftion with 
which the  em p ero r  liflened to  the ex tra
vagan t  and  im pious flatteries that were 
offered him, ava iled  himfelf o f  the o p portun ity  o f  
fpeaking to  the following e f f e th  “  Y our difpleafure. 
Sir, would be m ore v io len t  againfl thefe peop le ,  as 
v e i l  as thofe by  whom they are dep u ted ,  were y o a  
b u t  fenfible o f  the implacable averfion th ey  have to* 
wards y o u r  facred perfon. T h e  Jew s were the o n ly  
peop le  who with-held the ir  concurrence  vyhen vows 
and  fupplications were offered up  for pre lc rv ing  the 
life, and rendering  aufpicious the reign o f  the im pe
rial C a ligu la .” H e reu p o n ,  we unanimoufly cxcjann- 
ed , “ W e a r e  mofl g ro fs ly trad u ced  to y our  m aje l ty :  
we have offered up  whole hecatombs to r  the long  
life, happinefs, and  p rofperity ,  o f  Caefar; and , af
ter  fprin iling the blood o f  the viElims upon  the al
ta r ,  we d id  not, according»to  the pra6lice o f  m an y  
leople, convey  the flefh aw ay, in o rde r  to fealt our- 
elves, bu t  we com m itted  the whole facrifice to  be 

conf^umed in the facred fire. T h r e e  feveral times 
have we thus fhewn ho n o u r  to  Caligula. F ir l l ,  (>u 
occafion o f  y o u r  advancem ent to the im perial d ig 
n i ty ;  fecondly , on  your reflo ta tion  to  health  froiii 
an a la rm ing  hcknefs, which had  p ro v e d ^ th e  fouicc 
o f  infinite afflitlion to the feveral naiions > and, 
th ird ly ,  when we offered up vows and  fupplicatiojis 
for rendering  y o u r  troops  in G erm an y  victorious.”

“  1 acknow ledge (rep lied  the furious CnlifuU'i 
Caligula} that  yo u  have offered up  facri- 
fices; bu t they  were not in tended  as an 
h o n o u r  to m e ;  they were offerings to  an junknowa 
im aginary  d iv in ity .” U p o n  hearing  this horribJf^ 
b la lphem y, a trem bling p e rv ad ed  all o u r  bodies, 
and  the courfe o f  the b lood  was f lopped  within o u r  
veins.

T h e  cm p ero r  now p ro ceed ed  to  view Thejewi* 
the feveral aparUucnis, f rom  the comaiou.

7 T  oflicQ3
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mocVfd and
'derided by 
their Pagan 
tnemiei.'

d u c e d .

CaliguU >(ki 
them »hy 
they dill % i-  

fulc lo eat

offices to  the room s o f  en te r ta in m en t ,  
pointing o u t  what he  d eem ed  to be de- 

. e f tive ,  an d  o rd e r in g  the im provem ents  
that he was defirous o f  hav ing  in tro- 

W e  followed the e m p e ro r  from place to 
ilace , o u r  adverfaries  m ak ing  us the objeEts o f  rail- 
e ry  an d  con tem pt.  L ike  buffoons on  a ftagc, they 

in fu l tcd  o u r  m isfortunes with illiberal and  ac r im o 
n io u s  jefts. T h e  co n d u f t  o f  o u r  adverfaries ,  in 
Ihort,  was like a theatr ical rep re fen ta t ion ,  where 
the  man who fhould  have m ain ta ined  the charaf le r  
o f  a ju d g e  becam e an accufe r,  perm it t ing  his p a r 
tia l i ty  to  be increafed to  % m ore  fliameful deg ree  by 
th e  irrita tions  o f  the fav o u red  party . H a v in g  fo 
in iqu itous  a j u d g e ,  and  fo implacable an  en em y  in 
th e  perfon o f  the em p ero r ,  we deem ed it p ru d e n t  
to  rem ain  in filence, confidering  that as o u r  on ly  d e 
fe n ce ;  for the  m olt  powerful argum ents could  not 
alfift o u r  caufe, and we were unw illing  to p ro v o k e  
th e  ty ran t  to  offer additional affronts to ou r  re li
g ion .  ,

H av in g  given fome d iref tions  refpcft- 
ing the bu ild ings, Caligula faid to  us, 
with an affe t lea  grav ity , “  1 beg to be 
in form ed o f  the reafon y o u  have for fo 
o b d in a te ly  perfifting  in a refufal to feed 

u p o n   ̂ fwine’s flefh. ’ H e re u p o n ,  o u r  opponen ts  
burf t  in to  a v io len t fit o f  laughter ,  which was p a r tly  
tx c i te d  b y  the ridicule o f  the queftion , and  par tly  
affefted  with a view o f  ingratia ting themfelves with 
th e  em p ero r ,  by  p re tend ing  to  adm ire his vivacious 
an d  fatirical hum our. S o m e 'p e r fo n s  o f  diftindlion, 
w ho poffeffed a g rea te r  fhare o f  good m anners  than 
the reft, cenfured the behaviour o f  thefe people, as 
be ing  exceed ing ly  indifcrete in p re fence  o f  the 
e m p ero r ;  adding , that fuch liberties were not to  be 
cx c u fed  bu t  am ong  perfons o f  equal rank  living on  
term s o f  fr iendfhip  and familiarity.
Their rcpw. In  rcp lv  to  the em p e ro r’s queftion con-
»odhiir»ii- ce rn in g  iwine’s flefh, we faid, th a ty a r i -  

ouS cuftoms and  m anners  re fpe ti ive ly  
p rev a iled  in different jJlaces and  am ong  different 
p e o p le ;  that we atlmitted the  ufe o f  fome thing* 
•were den ied  to us, b u t  begged , at the fame time, to 
ob fe rve  that o u r  opponen ts  were p roh ib ited  the ufe 
o f  others. I t  was faid b y  one o f  the com pany, 
th a t  fome people  refufed to ea t  m u tton .  “ T h e  p e o 
p le  w ho refine to eat m utton  (faid Caligula) c e r 
ta in ly  are intitled to  co m m enda tion ;  for  it is by  no  
m ean s  grateful to  the p a la te ;” and  thefe words he 
acco m p an ied  with a fmile. I t  muft be confeff’ed that 
thcfe farcaftic an d  infulting retlefclions p ro v ed  an 
aggravation  to o u r  diftrefs. A t le n g th ,  the em p e ro r  
addreffed  us in ati im petuous  m anner ,  dem anding  on  
w h a t  foundation  it was tha t  we refted o u r  claim to 
th e  priv ilege o f  citizens. W e  im m ediately  p r o 
ceeded  to u rg e  argum ents  in defence o f  o u r  r ights; 
b u t  the e m p e ro r ,  obferving that they  were foiinded 
ill fuch ftrict ju f t ice ,  a s t o o e  wholly  in co n tro v e r t i
b le ,  and  ap p rehend ing  that it was in o u r  pow er to 
adduce  others o f  ftill g rea ter  force, he  ab rup tly  in 
te r ru p te d  the fpeech, a n d  I'uddenly ftartiiig from his

feat, haftened in to  the great hall. H a v m g  walked 
for fome time in this place, he  ^ v e  o rde rs  for the 
windows to  be ftiut. T h e  glals o f  thefe wmdows 
was as t ranfparen t and brilliant as the cleareft cryf- 
tal, and  fo contrived as to exc lude  the fun, as well 
as the wind, and  yet afford a free admiffion to  the 
light. Soon after this, he approached  us with a g en 
tle pace, a compoff.d coun tenance ,  and  an a ir  o f  
com placency , and, in a foftened tone of yo ife ,  de- 
marided what requeft  we had to u rge  to  him. W e  
now determ ined  to  com m unicate  o u r  requifitions in 
as few words as the na tu re  o f  the cafe w ould  adm it:  
b u t,  inftead o f  liftening to us, Caligula fuddenly  de
p ar ted ,  and went in to  an apartm ent in which was 
depofited a valuable  colleQ.ion o f  pa in tings ,  the 
productions o f  the moft ce lebra ted  maflcrs o f  anti- 
(]uity.

T h e  repeated  in te rrup tions  to  the deci- caiigui.’. 
fion o f  o u r  caufe, awd the vexatious m ea- mortifying 
fures xhat were purfued to infult and dif- 
trefs us, and a fervilc a ttendance upon  an im perious, 
inconftant, and cruel prince , becam e, at leng th ,  in- 
fupportab ly  affli£lirf;g; and  we ju d g e d  that, u n d e r  
the terr ib le  d ifappointments which we had e x p e r i 
enced, the moit laudable conduCl we could  purfue 
w ould be to  m ak e  the necefiary  p repara tions fo i  
death.

In  this ex trem ity ,  we hum bled  our-  
felves before  the th rone  o f  the moft high 
G o d ,  the C rea to r  o f  heaven  and  ea r th ,  
offering up  adorations to  his divine M a- 
je f ty ,  and  earneftly  fupplicating  that, in 
his u n b o u n d ed  m ercy ,  he  would be gra- 
cioufly pleafed to avert  the rage and  m e
naces with the eff’efls o f  which his faithful and  hum 
ble fervants were th rea tened  by  a b lafphem ous im- 
poftor.  T h e  A lm igh ty  was pleafed to  compafTionatc 
the miferable fituation o f  his hum ble fupplicants, a n d  
to  m odera te  the fu ry  o f  o u r  perfccu to r .  I n  fina^ 
Caligula p roceeded  to  no  fa rther ou trages againfl 
us, b u t  o rd e red  us to  re tire ,  faying on ly  the fol
low ing  w ords ; “  T h e fe  peop le  who refufe to  h o 
n o u r  me as a d iv in ity , I conf ider  as being rathe» 
u iihappy than in iquitous.”

I n  the above m an n er  were we de l ivered  
from o u r  calam itous fituation. I m ight, 
indeed , fay that  we were refcued  from a

E rifon o r  a theatre . I fpeak o f  a theatre ,  
ecaufe we were m ade the ob jefts  o f  r id icu le ,  corv 

tem pt, laughter , and  o ther indignities; and  the ut- 
molt rigours  o f  a prifon would have been  infiniteljr 
m o re  fupportable than the to rm en ts  o u r  v e ry  fouls 
expe rienced , upon hearing the abom inab le  blafphe- 
mies u ttered  bv Caligula, o r  the confideration  that 
we were wholly fubjefcl to  the  pow er o f  an  inhu
m an , capricious, tyrannical ,  an a  powerful p rince . 
T h e  Jew s were the on ly  peop le  o f  the w orld  who 
refufed to  pay  divine n onours  and  v en e ra t io n  to  
C aligu la ;  and  in this de term ina tion  they  uniform ly 
perfevered , in defpite o f  the ty ran t’s utmoft p o w fr .  
T h e  unrem itting conftancy  which they  teftified for 
p rc ferv ing  their ho ly  law* / iq ib  violationj was the

orijji-

The deputieih 
apprehenfiT* 
o t  i n f t a n c  

deithi I’uppli. 
cafe the Al
mighty, who 
f o r t e n i  t h e  t y -  

rant’t r«ge.

RecapitulB. 
lion of thetr 
fcoriitul treM> 
ment
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orig ina l and only  fource o f  the ty ra n t ’s implacable 
enm ity  and  rage.

W e  now en jo y ed  fome refpite from  o u r  
calamities. B ut it is n o t  to  be u n d e r-  
ftood  that we w ere  a la rm ed  by  the d read  
o f  dea th ;  on  the co n tra ry ,  to  nave y ie ld 
ed  up  o u r  lives for prom oting the com m on 
cau le  o f  o u r  co u n try ,  and  m r  p re fe rv ing  

th e  r i t e j  o f  o u r  re lig ion , we fhould have accoun tcn  
the  g rea te ll  blefling to  which hum an  n a tu re  could 
poHibly arrive . In  the fituation to  which we were 
re d u ced ,  o u r  dea ths cou ld  not pofiihly have been 
p ro d u f t iv e  o f  h ap p y  effe£ts; but would have in c u r 
r e d  difgrace up o n  o u r  em ployers,  i f  no t have tended  
to  the ru in  o f  o u r  caufe. W h e n  depu ties  p rove  
unfuccefsful in the ir  negotiations, the  failure is g e 
nera l ly  a t tr ibu ted  to  the im p ro p er  co n d u f t  o f  the ir

f )rincipals. O n  this conf idcra t ion ,  we deernnd our-  
clves for tunate  in having efcaped fo m ateria l a part 

o f  the th rea ten ed  d a n g e r ;  b u t  we were Itill u n d e r  a 
te r r ib le  an x ie ty  on acco u n t  o f  the fen tence which 
the  em p ero r  was ye t to p ro n o u n c e ;  fo r  it was not 
poHible that he could  ju d g e  as to* the equity  o f  o u r  
claim, iince he h ad  no t  cU ndefccnded  to be inform-

C rilK al fitu i-  
tion o f  the 
J em , an4 
their happjr 
delivc»Bc«.

, ed o f  the par ticu la rs  o f  the caufe fubm itted  to  hi# 
decifion . I t  w ould  have been  a  molt 
dep lo rab le  c ircum ftance ,  had  th e  vaft 
m ultitudes o f  peop le  com pofing  the  Jew - 
ifli nation b een  fubjef ted  to  the feverity  
o f  t rea tm ent ex p e r ien ced  by the ir  five 
embafladors. H a d  the em p e ro r  determ ined  the 
caufe in favour o f  the A lexandrians ,  we mult havo  
e x p e S e d  perfecutions in ev e ry  o ther  p lace . O u r  
habitations, o ra tories,  and  o ther places ded ica ted  t a  
religious purpofes, would have been de ltroyed , a n d  
the f^cred laws and  religious rites o f  o u r  anceftors  
in t ire ly  a b o l i fh e d ;  a n a  tWus, ab ridged  o f  ev e ry  
hope  o f  relief from o u r  grievous oppreflion, th e  
b u rd e n  o f  life w ould  have becom e in to le rab le .  
W h e n  reduced  to  the moft dep lo rab le  ftate o f  ini- 
fe ry  tha t  it was poffible for hum an  n a tu re  to  fuftain, 
we w ere  treacheroufly  de fe r ted  by o u r  tem porif ing  
fr iends, on  whom we had p laced o u r  moft fangu ine  
hopes o f  rece iv ing  fupport,  an d  w ho were confci-  
ous o f  the ju l t ic e  o f  o u r  caufe, and  o f  the ex trav a 
g an t  van ity  and  pre fum ption  o f  C a ligu la ,  in  exa£l- 
ing  public  veneration  as a  d ivinity .

V I N D I C A T I O N

O F  T H E

T E S T I M O N I E S  o f  J O S E P H U S ,
C O N C E R N I N G

Our BlefTed Saviour JESUS CHRIST, JOHN the BAPTIST, 
and JAMES, the JUST,

r̂efatjfjr re- 
mark. sI N C E  we m eet with m an y  im p o rtan t  

teltimonies in Jo fephus,  the Jewifh  
h ittorian , concern ing  J o h n  the B ap- 

tift, the h a rb in g e r  o r  fo re ru n n e r  o f  Jefus o f  N aza-  
^Pth, co n ce rn in g  Je fus  o f  N azare th  himlelf, as alfo 
James the Juft,  the b ro th e r  o f  Jefus  o f  N a z a re th ;  
and as the p r in c ip a l  te l i im ony  has b een  q u e f t io n ed

b y  m an y ,  and  re je& ed  b y  fome as fpurious, I  h o l d  
it m y  a u ty ,  having  e v e r  dec la red  m y  firm b e l ie f  
that  thefe teftimonies are g en u in e ,  to p ro d u ce  o r ig i
nal ev idences ,  in  o rd e r  to  confirm  them , an d  therk 
m ak e  p ro p e r  obfervations, fo r  the m ore  co m p le te  
fa tis faa ion  o f  the reader .  B efore  f  e n te r  upon  m y  
m a in  defign, i t  n iay  ; jo t  be  im p er t iu en t ,  by  way o f
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prenaratory, to quote the opinion o f  perhaps the 
moll learned perfon and competent judge that ever 
■was, as to the authority o f  jo fe p h u s ; I mean Jo- 
feph Scaliger, from whofe works in Latin the fol
lowing is a tranflation.
Sctiiger. “  Jofephus is the mofl diligent and the'

greatefl lover o f  truth o f  all writers. 
W e  can co.ifidently affirm o f  him, that it is morc/ 
fafe to believe him, not only as to the alFairs o f  thcf 
Jews, but alfo as to thofe that are foreign to them, 
than all the Greek and Latin writers, and this, be-? 
Caufe his fidelity and his conipafs o f  learning are' 
moil confpicuous throughout his works.”
T«itu». This writer, in his annals, affirms, that

“  Nero, in order to ftille the rumour 
fthough he himfelf fct Rome on fire ,̂ aTcribed it to 
ihofe pconlc who were hated for their ftrange prac
tices, and called, by the vulgar, Chriftians. Thefe 
he puniflied exquifitely. The author o f  this name 
was Chrilt, who, in the reign o f  Tiberius, was put 
to death by Pontius Pilate, the procurator o f  Ju- 
daea.”

As Jofephus gives us his teftimony, and fincc al- 
molt all the relt that is true o f  the Jews in Tacitus, 
was direfclly taken by him out o f  Jofephus, there 
can remain no reafon to doubt but this pafl'age was 
taken from him alfo. • He could not have tnis ac
count from that other Jewifh hiftorian, Juftus o f  
Tiberiasj for Photius, who perufed his hilfory, af- 
fnrcs us, that Julius made no mention at all o f  Je- 
lus Chrill. T h e  true writing o f  thefe names, Chrift 
and Chrillians, as in Jol'ephus^ is another argument 
that Tacitus had this account from him; which 
names he would otherwife moft probably, with Sue
tonius, and other old Rcmians, have written Chrell 
and ChrelUans. The words o f  Tacitus are alfo fo 
ve ry  like thofe o f  Jofephus, that it is moft reafona- 
ble to conclude they were taken from him, and 
from no other author whatever, 
juftin Mjrtyr Hc thus cxprcffes himfelf: You

f Jewsj knew that Jefu.  ̂was rifen from the 
dead, and afcended in«) heaven, as the prophecies 
foretold was to happen.”
oriten con- James was fo fhininfe a charafter a-
cemmgju"’'* >Tiong the people, on account o f  his righ- 

teoulnefs, that Flavius Jofephus, when in 
his twenty books o f  the Jewifli Antiquities, he de- 
fcribes the caufe why the people fuffered fuch mile- 
rie  ̂ till the facred temple was dcnioliffied, fays, 
that thefe things befel them through the divine an
ger, for what they had dared to,do with James the 
brother o f  Jefus, who was called Chrift. H e fays 
farther, that the people thought they fuffered thefe 
things for the fake of James.”
John th. B,p- . “  I "  the i8th book o f  the Jewifh Antiqui- 
iii*. ind yc ties, Jolephus teltihes, that John was the 

Baptift, and that he promifed purification 
to thofe that were baptifed. The fame Jofephus, 
alfo, when inquiring into the caufe o f  the deuruc- 
tion t)f Jerufalem, and the demolition o f  the tem
ple, ought to have faid, that their perfeciitions a- 
^ainlt Jefus wete the caufe o f  thefe mifcrics com

ing on the people, becaufe they had flain that 
Chrift who was foretold by the prophets; he, though 
as it were unwillingly, yet as one not remote from 
the truth, fays, “ Thefe miferies befel the Jews by 
way o f  revenge for James the Juft, who was the bro
ther o f  Jefus that was called Chrift; becaufe they 
had flain him who was a moft righteous perfon.” 
Now this James was he whom that genuine difciple 
o f  Jefus, Paul, faid he had feen as the Lotyl’s bro
ther (Gal. i. 19J which relation implies not fo much 
nearnefs ot blood, or famenefs of education, as it 
does agreement o f  manners and preaching. If, 
therefore, he fays, the def'olation o f  Jerufalem be
fel the Jews for the fiike o f  James, with how much 
greater reafon might he have faid, that it happened 
or the fake o f  Jefus.?” T o  this, Origen adds, “ Titus 

deftroyed Jerufalem, according to Jofephus, on ac
count o f  james the Juft, the brother o f  Jefus, that 
was called Chrift; but, in truth, on account o f  Je- 
fus, the Chrift o f  G o d .”

“  Although the atteftation o f  thofe I FufcSiui,c»n-

have already produced concerning our 
Saviour may be fufficient, it may not, 
however, be amifs if, over and above, we make ufc 
o f  Jofephus, the Jew, as an additional witnefs. In 
the 18th book o f  his Antiquities, where he relates an 
account o f  what happened under Pilate, he men
tions our Saviour in tnefe words; “  Now there was, 
about this time, Jefus, a wife man, i f  it be lawful to 
call him a man, for he was a doer o f  wonderful 
works, a teacher o f  f uch men as had a veneration for 
truth. He drew over to him both many o f  the Jews 
and many o f  the Gentiles. He was the Chrift. And 
when Pilate, at the fuggeftion o f  the principal men 
among us, had condemned him to the cruU, thofe 
that loved him at firft did not forfake him, for he 
appeared to thetn alive again the third day, as the 
divine propjiets hadfpoken o f  thefe and manv other 
wonderful things concerning him. Whence the tribe 
o f  Chriftians, fo named from him, are not extinft 
at this day.” If, therefore, we have the teftimony 
o f  this hiftorian, that he not only brought over to 
himfelf the Twelve Apoftles, with the Seventy Dif- 
ciples, but many o f  the Jews and many o f  the G en
tiles, he nmft manifeftly have fomewhat in him e x 
traordinary above the reft o f  mankind; for how, 
otherwife, could he draw over fo many o f  the Jev ŝ 
and Gentiles, unlefs lie performed admirable and 
amazing works, and ufed a method o f  teaching that 
was not c(mimon? Moreover, the fcripture o f  the 
Afts  o f  the Apoftles bears witnefs that there were 
many thoufands o f  Jews fAfcls xxi. 20.) who were 
perfuaded that he was the Chrift o f  God, who was 
foretold by the prophets.”

In that part of̂  holy fcripture called the 
Gofpels, mention is made o f  John the 
Baptift having his head cut off by the 
younger Herod. Jofephus alfb concurs 
in this hiftory, and makes mention o f  Herodias by 
name, as the wife o f  his brother, whom H eiod had 
married, upon divorcing his former lawful wife. 
She was tnc daughter o f  Arctas, king o f  Arabia

Pctrea,

From eccltfi* 
iftical hiftory, 
about ihe year 
330-
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Petrea, and which Hcrodias had parted from her 
hulband while he was alive. On ihis account, alfo, 
Arctas made war with him becaufe his daughter had 
been iifcd difhonourably. In which war, when it 
came tc» a battle, he fays, that all H erod’s army was 
deftroyed, and that he fuffered this becaufe o f  his 
wicked contrivance againit John. Moreover, this 
fame Jofephus, by acknowlcding John to have been 
a molt^righteous man, and the llajitift, concurs in 
his teftimony with what is written in the Gofpels. 
H e  alfo relates, that Herod loft his kingdom, for 
the fake o f  the fame Herodias, together with whom 
he was himfclf condemned to be banifhed to V ien
ne, a city o f  Gaul. See farther rcfpetling John, in 
his Antiquities, Book X V H l .  Cluip. V H . p. 334.

W hen Jofephus had written as above (piotcd, he 
inakes mention o f  our Saviour in the fame hiftory 
fin the manner already quoted); therefore, as this 
writer fprung from the Hebrews themfclves, he hath 
delivered thefe things in his own work concerning 
John the liaptift, and our Saviour. WTiat room, 
then, can there be for further ev^ifion?

Now James wasfo wonderful a perfon, and fo ce- 
Jebrated by all others for rigliteoufnefs, that the ju
dicious Jews thought this to have been the occafion 
o f  the fiege o f  Jerufalem, which came on prefently 
tftcr his martyrdom, and that it befcl them for no 
other reafon, than that impious faft they were guilty 
o f  againft him. Jofephus, therefore, did not refuie 
to atteft thereto in writing. See Origen, above. 
T h e  fame Jofeplms declares, alfo, the manner o f  
his death, in his Antiquities, B ook X X .  Ch. V H . 
p. 380. o f  this edition.
Ambrofc, or “  opinion and belief o f  the
Hegeiippu*. Jews, as Jofephus affirms (who is an au

thor not to be rcjeBed when he writes 
againft himfclf), that Herod loll his army, not by 
the deccit o f  men, but by the anger o f  G od, ana 
that juftly, as an effed  o f  puniOiment for what he 
did to John the Baptift, a juft man, who had faid to 
liim, “  It is not lawful lor thee to have thy brother’s 
wife.” T h e  Jews themfclves alfo bear witnefs to 
Chrift, as appears from Jofephus, the writer o f  their 
hillory. who fays, That there was at that time a wife 
man, if  it be lawful to call him a man; a doer o f  
wonderful works, who appeared to his difciplcs, af
ter the third day from his death, alive again, accord
ing  to the writings o f  our prophets, who foretold 
thefe, and innumerable other miraculous events, 
concerning him. From him arofe the congregation 
<)f Chriftians, which have penetrated amonp;ft all 
forts o f  men. N or does there remain a nation in the 
R(mian world that continue llrangers to his religi
on.” I f  the Jews do not believe us, let them, at 
kaft, believe their own writers. Jofephus, whom 
they efteem a very  great man, hath faid tliis; he hath 
fpoken truth after luch a manner, that is, hiflori.cal 
truth, becaufe he held it unlawful to deceivc, though 
he w'as no believer, which rather confirms than in
validates his teflimony concerning this wonderful 
perfon.”

No. 32.

“  There was at that time Jefus, a wife 
man, i f  at leall it be lawful to call him a cernmgCimti 
man, for he was a doer o f  w'onderful 
works, a teacher o f  wife things to thofe who were 
willing to hear the truth. H e alfo drew over to him 
many o f  the Jews, and many o f  the Gentiles. He 
was Chrift. And when Pilate, at the accufation o f  
the principal men o f  our nation, had decreed that 
he Ihoulcl be crucified, thofe that had loved hiip 
from the beginning did not forfako him; for he ap» 
peared to them alive again the third day, according 
to what the divinely-inlpired prophets had foretolci, 
that thefe and inmimerabfc other miracles fliould 
come to pafs about him. Moreover, both the name 
and feci ot, Chriftianx, who are denominated from 
him, continue ftill in being.”

“  In the 18th book o f  his Antiquities, Hifrmymus, 
Jofephusmoft cxprefBly ackno'vledges that or Jcrom. 

Chrift was llain b y  the Pharifees, on ac
count o f  the greatnefs o f  his miracles, and that John 
the Baptift was truly a prophet, and that Jerufalem 
was demoliflicd on account o f  the flaughterof James 
the Apoftle. H e wrote concerning our Lord after 
thi.s manner. “  A t  the fame time there was Jefus, a 
w’ife man, if yet it be lawful to call him a man, for 
he w'as a doer o f  wonderful works, a teacher o f  thofe 
who willingly receive the truth. H e had many fol- 
lower.s, both o f  the Jews and Gentiles. H e was be
lieved to be Chrift. And when, through the envy oF 
our principal men, Pilate had condemned liimto the 
crols, notwithftanding this', thofe who had loved 
him at firft, perfevered; for he appeared to them 
alive on the third day, as th<t oracles o f  the prophets 
had foretold many o f  thefe and other wonderful 
things conccrning him. And the le d  o f  Chriftians, 
fo named from him, arc not yet extind.” Sec the 
preceding article.

“  O ne Jofephus, a Jew o f  the createft iworeof r«- 
rcputation, was very  zealous for the iufmm,.fcho- 
law: he alfo paraphrafed the Old Tcfta- 
mcnt with truth, and afcled.valiantly for “ 
the Jews, and hath fliewn that their fettlement is no
bler than can btvdefcribed by words. Now fince he 
made their intereft give place to truth (for he would 
not fupport the opinions o f  impious men), I think it 
neceflaryto fet down his words. What, then, does 
hc fay? Now there was,” & c .  See the two fore
going articles. I cannot but admire this man’s love 
o f  truth, in many inftjinces, but chiefly, where he 
ftiys, ■“ Jefus was a teacher o f  men who with plea- 
fure receivrd the truth.”

“  Jofephus the fon o f  Matthias, a sciomcn. 
prieft, a  man o f  very  great note both 
among the Jews and the Romans, may well be de-cm- 
ed a witnels o f  credit as to the truth of.Chrifl s hif- 
toryj for he fcruples to call him a man, as being a 
doer o f  wonderful works, and a teacher o f  the word 
o f  truth. He names him Chrift openly, and is not 
ignorant that he was condemned lo the crofs, and 
appeared on the third day alive; and that maniv 
other wonderful things were foretold o f  him by  thi;

7 U  diviite
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cancernini; 
John the B»p- 
tift.

divine prophets. H e teftifies, alf’o, that thofc whom 
he drew over to him, being many o f  the Gt'ntiles as 
well as Jews, continued to love him, and that the 
tribe named from him Chriltians was not then ex- 
tintt. H e appears, likewife, to have been (b affefct- 
ed by the wonders he performed, as to run in a kind 
o f  niiddle path, fo as not to put any indignity upon 
believers in him, but rather to allbrd his FuflTrage to 
their truth and reality.”
Crtiodoru.. Jofephus the Ton o f  Matthias, a

prieft, a man o f  great nobility among the 
Jews, and o f  great dignity among the Romans,-fliall 
be a witnefs to the tru tlfo f  Chrilt’s h illoryj for he 
dares not call him a man, but a doer o f  famous works, 
and a teacher o f  true dqftrines. He names him 
C hrill openly, and is not ignorant that he was con
demned to the crofs, and appeared on the third day 
alive, and that an infinite number o f  other wonder
ful things were foretold o f  him by the holy prophets. 
M oreover, he teflifies, alfo, that there were then 
alive many whom he had chofen, both Greeks and 
Jews, and that they continued to love him, and that 
the fefcl which was named from him was by no means 
«xtin6l at that time, but rather in a flourifhing (late.

“  Some o f  the Jews believed, that H e 
rod’s army did therefore perilh, becaufe 
the divine indignation was kindled againft 
him, and that very juftly, by way o f  ven
geance for John, who was called the Bap- 
tifl. For Herod had flain him who was^a 

very  good man, and exhorted the Jews to follow vir
tue, to exercife righteoufnefs, to obferve piety to- 
vards G od, and to unite together W  baptifm, as a 
thing acceptable, i f  ufed not only for the wafhing 
away o f  fins, but for the purification o f  the foul, 
and as a kind o f  feal o f  all the virtues together. 
W hen fuch precepts were taught by him, and a very 
great concourfe o f  people'flocked to hear him, H e
rod, fearful left, by the perfuafion o f  his doftrine, 
the people fhould depart from his government Tfor 
he law that the commoe people were ready to obey 
the precepts and admonitions he gave them in all

fioints), thought it more expedient.to prevent any 
edition that might arife, by taking him off, than, 

after difturbances had happened, to repent when it 
was too late. It was upon this fufpicion alone of 
H erod that John was fent a prifoner to the caftle o f  
Machaeras, and there beheaded. But, as we before 
obferved, the Jews were o f  opinion '.hat G od had 
brought deltru6Hon upon his army, ard thereby in- 
ilitlea a juft punilhmenton Herod, for his cruelty 
to John.”

“  There was,” & c .  See before, the 
' tellimony o f  Rufinus, in the preceding 

page, 629.
T h e  fim t o f “  high-pricft, Ananus, believing

that he had Ibund out a proper time to 
brothcrotour c x e r c i f c  his authority, Fcuus the procii- 

rator being dead, and Albinns only upon 
the road, appointed a council o f  judges, and bring
ing feveral Before him, among whom was the bro
ther o f  Jefus, wRo is called Chrjft, whofc name was

Jiihmnts Ma. 
leia, concern- 
ing Chrilh

James, he accufed them o f  aftmg againft the law, 
and delivered them up to be ftoned. But thofc o f  
the citizens that feeined the moft moderate, and 
were concerned to have the law exaftly obferved, 
were greatly offended, and fent to thf; king fAgrip- 
pa) intreating him that he would write to Ananus, 
that he fhould defift from fuch afclions as could not 
be defended.

“  Jofephus, a Jewifh author, fays o f  xW.ii„Ab- 
Chrifl, that he was a Juft and good man, bu. 
fhewn and declared fo to be by divine 
grace, who, by figns and miiacles, gave aid to 
many.”

“ In the 18th book o f  his Antiquities, frecuiphu.. 
Jofephus moft exprefsly acknowledges, 
that Chrift was flain by the Pharifees on account 
o f  the greatnefs o f  his miracles; that John the Bap- 
tift was truly a prophet; and that Jerufalem was de- 
molifhed on account o f  the flaughter o f  James the 
Apoftle. N ay, he wrote concerning our Lord af
ter this manner;” See the teftimony o f  Rufinus, 
in tlie preceding p^ge.

“  Jofephus, tne philofopher o f  the H e
brews, hath written, that the deflruQion 
o f  the Jews began from that time: he 
alfo faid, that from the time the Jews crucified 
Chrift, who was a good and righteous man (that is, 
i f  it be fit to call fuch a one a man, and not a G odj, 
the land o f  Juda;a was never free from trouble. 
Thefe things are related in the writings o f  the faid 
Jofephus the Jew.’*

This author fays, “  I have read the 
treatife o f  Jofephus about the univerfe; 
the title o f  which I have elfewhere read to 
be, o f  the fubftance o f  the univerfe. It 
is contained in two very fmall treatifes. He treats 
o f  the origin o f  the world in a brief manner. He 
fpeaks, however, o f  the divinitj^ o f  Chrift in a way 
much refembling ours, declaring, that the fame 
name o f  Chrift belongs to him, and writes concern
ing him in general, in a manner that cannot be juft
ly ctnfured. T he phrafeology o f  this treatife does 
not at all differ from his other works.

“  Jofephus writes, that Herod, the Tetrarch of 
Galilee, and of Perapa, the fon o f  Herod the Great, 
fell in love with the wife o f  his brother Herod, whofe 
name was Herodias, the grand daughter o f  Herod 
the Great, by his fon Ariftobulus, whom he had 
flain. Agrippa was alfo her brother. Now Herod 
took her away from her hufband, and married her. 
This is he that flew John the Baptift, that great 
man, the forerunner o f  Chrift, being afraid fas Jo
fephus fays) left he fhould raife a fedition among his 
people; for they all followed the direftions o f  John, 
on account o f  that excellent virtue for which he was 
famed.”

“ A  prieft o f  Jerufalem, named Jofe- Macariui. 
phus, who wrote with truth the hiftory o f  conccraiog 
the Jewifh affairs, bears witnefs that Chrift 
was incarnate and crucified, and the third day rofc 
again, whofe writings arc depofited in the public li
brary, Since, thcrcforcj the writer o f  the Hebrews

hath

Pliotiui, of 
Chrift, and 
J:>h/ithe Bap. 
tift.
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hath given this tediniony concerning our Lord and 
Saviour, in his own books, what defence can there 
remain for unbelievers, who difcredit them?"

of le- “  Jofcphus, who hath written about the
fus. ’ taking of Jerulalem (o f  wlioin Eufebius

makes frequent jncntion in his Ecclefiaf- 
tical Hiftory), lays, openly, in his memoirs o f  the 
captivity, that Jcl'us olnciatcd in the temple with the 
pnefts^ This we have found Jofcphus faying, a man 
o f  ancicnt times, and not very long alter thole o f  the 
apoitles.”
Sophroniu., ,  “  That lovcr o f  truth, Jofephus the
toftccrning Jcw , iDcaks ot thc lo rcru iinc r  or C h n i t ,
ChriiV and and ofour Lord and Saviour Jcfus Chrilt,

"■ In the i8th book o f  his Antiquities, he
openly acknowledges that Chrilt was llain by thc 
Jews, on account o f  the greatnefs o f  his miracles, 
and that John the Baptift was truly a prophet, and 
that Jerufalem was fiemolilhed on accoTiut o f  the 
flaughter o f  James the apoftle o f  Jcfus Chrill.
CtJrcnu., of “  Jofcphus does,- indeed, write con-
John the Bap. ccrning John the Baptilt, as follows :

CiiriiT'  ̂ “  Some o f  thc Jews (tiought that the de-
"" ■ flrufclion of I le io d ’s army came from

God, and that he was puniflied very  juUly, for the
punilhment he had infiifcted ,on John that was called 
the Jiaptill; for Herod flew him that was a good 
man, and exhorted the Jews to exercife virtue, both 
by righteoufnefs towards one another, and piety 
towards God, and fo to come to,baptifm.” But as 
concerning'Chrift, the fame Jofephus fays, “  That 
about that time there was Jefus, a wife man, if  it be 
lawful to call him a man, for he was a doer o f  won
derful works, and a teacher o f  fuch men as receive 
the truth with pleafure; for that Chrilt dr‘ew over 
many even from the Gentiles, o f  whom, when Pilate 
had crucihed, thole who at firll loved him did not 
leave off to prcach concerning him; for he ap
peared to them thc third day alive again, as the di
vine prophets had tcftified, and fpoken thefe and 
other wonderful things concerning him.” W e  will 
produce Joleiphus himfelf for a witnefs, who was 
one o f  the feet o f  the Jews. Confider the love o f  
truth that was in this man, who, although he were a 
Jew, yet he did not permit himfelf to follow the 
Jewifh falfehoods and evafions.”
Theophyha, Theophylaft fays, “  T he  city o f  thc 
coaceining Jews was taken, and the wrath o f  G od 

ijjncjied againft them ; as alfo ^ole- 
p h u s  witnefles, that this came upon them on account 
o f  the death o f  James the Apoltle.
The AiM.n. book o f  hls Antiquities,
drUn chroni. Jofcphus rclatcs, that Jolm the Baptill, 
cie, o f i«hn that holy man, was beheaded at thc in- 
»nd Chnft. ftigation o f  Herodias, the wife o f  Philip, 
r o r  Herod had divorced his former wife, who was 
ilill alive, and had been his lawful wife. She was 
the daughter o f  Aretas, king o f  Arabia Petraea. 
W hen, tnerefore, H e p d  had taken Herodias away 
from .her hulband, while, he was yet alive (on whole 
account he flew JohnJ, Aretas made war againll 
him, l/ccaufe his daughter had been dilhonourably

treated. In this war, he fays, that all Herod’s army 
was deltroyed, and that hefuffered that calamity bc- 
caufe o f  the wickednefs he had committed againlt 
John. T he fame Jofephus relates, that Herod lolt 
his kingdom on account o f  Herodias, and that with 
her he was banilhcd, & c .  Now that our Saviour 
taught and preached throe rears is demonllratcd 
both by other authors, as alfo out o f  the H oly  
Gofpels, and out o f  the writings of Jofcphus, who 
was a wife man among the Hebrews.

“  In the fame book o f  the Jewilh Antiquities, Jo- 
fepljus writes, that, after Annas, there were three 
high-priells, Ilhmael thc 4on of  Baphi, and Elea- 
zar the Ion o f  Ananas, and Simon the fon o f  Ca- 
mathus, 6cc. He alfo relates, in thc 7th book o f  
tl'.e Jcwilli W ar, that Jerufalem was taken in the fe- 
cond year o f  Vefpafian, and many years after tjicy 
had dared to put Jcl'us to death: in which time, he 
fays, that James, the brother o f  our Lord, and bi- 
Ihop o f  Jerulalem, was thrown down from the tem
ple, and Itoned to death.”

In this author you have alfo an abridg- zmms, 
ment o f  all that Jofephus wrote concern
ing our Saviour Jefus Chrift and John the Baptift» 
“  He wrote thus concerning this John, that Herod 
Hew him who was a good man, and exhorted the 
Jews to exercife virtue both as to righteoufnefs to
wards one another, and piety towards ( iod, and 1«> 
to come to baptifm; for Dy that meatis the walhing 
with water would be acceptable to him. Now He- 
rt)d, who feared lell the great influence John had 
over the people m’ght put it in his power to raife a 
rebellion (for they Teemed ready to do any thing he 
fhould advifej, thought it belt, by putting him to 
death, to prevent any mifchicf he might caule, and 
not to bring himfelf  ̂ into difficulties by fparing a 
man, who might make him repent of it, when it. 
fhould be too ate. Accordingly, he was lent a pri- 
foner, by reafon o f  H erod’s fufpicion, to Maclnfi as, 
and there put to death. Now the Jews had an opinion 
that the deftrufclion o f  the army was lent as a pu- 
nilhmcnt upon Herod, ancf a mark of thc dil'pfea- 
fure o f  God to,him.

“  It was about this time, alfo, that our Lord J c 
fus Chrill appeared in Judaea, concerning whoni 
Jofephus, in the 18th book o f  his Antiquities, lays 
thus: “  Now' there was about this time a wife many 
if it be lawful to call him a man, for he was a doer 
o f  wonderful works, a teacher o f  fuch men as re
ceive the truth with pleafure. He drew over to him 
many o f  the Jews and many o f  the Gentiles. H e  
was the Chrift. And when Pilate, at the luggcilion 
o f  the principal men among us, had condemned 
hun to the crofs, they that loved him at firft did. 
not forfake him; for he appeared to them the third 
day alive again, as the divine prophets had laid 
thefe and many other wonderful things concerning 
him. A n d  the tribe o f  Chrillians, fo named frora 
him, are not extinft at this day. Thefe things Jo
fephus wrote in his Antiquities concerning Chrilt. 
Johannes Sarifburienfis, Petrus Comeftor, Gotfridus 
Viterbienfis, and Vincentius BclWvacenfis, all. add

theic
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their teftimonies concerning Jofephus in words 
nearly liinilar lo the above.’’
ciyc«. “  I’ hilo and Jofephus flourifiied at that

time. T h e  lait was ftyled the lover o f  
truth, becaufe he commended John, who baptifed 
our I,ord, and becaufe he bore witnefs that Chrill, 
in like manner, was a wife man, and the doer o f  
great miracles, and that he appeared the third day 
after he was crucified.”

“  Now this (concerning Herod th eT e-  
trarchj is attelled to, not only by the 
book o f  the H oly  Gofpels, but by,Jo- 
fephiis, that k)vcr o f  truth, who alfo 
makes mention o f  Herodias his brother’s 

wife, whom Herod had talccn from him, while he 
■was alive, and married, having divorced his former 
lawful wife, who was the daughter o f  Aretas, king 
o f  Arabia Petrea. On whole account, alfo, when 
he had liain John the Baptilt, Aretas made war up
on him, becaufe his daughter had beemdHhonour- 
ably ufed. In which war he relates, that all H erod’s 
army was deflroyed, and that he fuff'cred this on ac
count o f  the mofb unjult (laughter o f  John. He 
alfo adds, that John was a molt righteous man. 
Moreover, he makes mention o f  his baptifni, agree
ing in all points thereto relating to the gofpel. He 
alio informs us, that Herod loft his kingdom on 
account erf' Herodias, with whom alfo he was con
demned to be banifhed to Vienne, which was their 
place o f  exile, a city borderitig upon Gaul, and 
lying near the utmoft bounds o f  the weft.

“  However, in the i8th book o f  his Antiquities, 
he fays this farther conccrning J o h n : “  Some o f  
the Jews thought the deltruttion o f  Herod’s, army 
came from God, and that vcry juIUy, as a punilh- 
nient for what he did againft John, that was callcd 
the Baptilt. For Herod Hew him who was a good 
man, and one that exhorted the Jews to exercile 
virtue and piety towards God, and fo to come to 
baptifm, as by that means the wafhing with water 
would appear acceptably to him, when they ufed it 
not for the putting away o f  fome fins only, but 
for the purification o f  the body, .fuppofing Itill 
that the foul be thoroughly purified betorehand by 
righteouf^nefs. Now w'hen many others came in 
crowds about him (for they were gready moved by 
hearing his words), Herod v’as afraid that his grent 
power o f  perfuafion migiit tend fo fedition, for 
they feemed difiK>fed to do every thing he Ihould 
advife them to. He fuppofed it better to prevent 
any attempt at innovation from him by calling 
him off, than that fuch chai\ge Ihould be brought 
about, and the public fuflered to repent o f  that neg
ligence. Accordingly, he was fent a prifoncr, ow
ing to Herod's I'ufpicious temper, to the callle o f  
Machacras, and there (lain. This is alfo the account 
o f  Jofephus.” This writer concurs with the fore- 
gcwng in his tcftimony o f  Jofephus, concerning Je- 
lus Chrill our Saviour.

Teftimony of 
c >n*

ccrnini! Chrift 
and John uic 
Bapiitl.

He thus writes: “  Jofephus the Jew, 
who was callcd Flavius, a pricft, and the Schcdeiiu*. 
fon o f  Matthias, a prieft o f  that nation, 
a moft celebrated hiltorian, and very  fkilful in 
many things. He was certainly a good man, o f  
excellent charatler, and one who had the highcft 
opinion o f  Chrift.”

He informs the reader, that he “  ftiall 
avoid mentioning what Chrift did, until 
the thirtieth year o f  his age, when he 
was baptifed by John the (on o f  Zacha- 
rias; becaufe not only the Gofpels and 
Epiftles are firll o f  thole afcts which he performed 
in the moft excellent manner; but fuch books as 
are guite remote from his way o f  living and atting. 
Flavius Jofephus himfelf, who wrote twenty books 
o f  Jewiih Antiquities in the Greek language, when 
he had proceeded as far as the emperor Tiberius, 
fays, 'I'hcre was,” & c .  See the teltimony o f  Ru- 
finus, p. 629. T he lame Jofephus alfo affirms, that 
John t le  Baptilt was a true prophet, and on that ac
count efteemed bv men in general; that he was 
flain b_y Herod the fon o f  Herod the Great, a lit
tle before the death o f  Chrift, in the caftle o f  Ma- 
chasras; and that this cruel order was given by H e
rod at the inftigation o f  Herodias, the fifter o f  A - 
grippa, and the wifis o f  his brother Philip, whom 
he had married in an inceftuoirs manner. ’

“  Although Jofephus continued to be a Trith<mim 
Jew, he frequently commended the Chrif- the Abbot, 

tians, and in the 18th book o f  his Anti
quities wrote down an eminent teftimony concern-, 
ing our I.ord Jefus Chrift.” Whether Trithcmius 
found more pallages concerning the Chriftians in 
his copifcs o f  the genuine works o f  Jofephus, now 
or formerly extant, or afcribed the book concern
ing the uniyerfe to him, and therein met with other 
commendations o f  the Chriftians that were in his

f;eimine works, cannot now be determined. So 
ar, however, is plain, that this very learned abbot, 

who affirms, that Jofeplius frequently commended 
the Chriftians, had more teftimonies in the works 
he believed to be Jofephus’s, to this purpofe, than 
we are at prefent acquainted with. W hich feems 
to have been the cafe o f  Origen, Eufebius, the au
thor o f  the Alexandrian Chroniclc, Suidas, and 
Theophylattus, as appears in our quotations out o f  
them.

W f  might adduce more quotations from the moft 
refpeftable writers, fuch as the Latin Verfion from 
Haimo, Anonymus Bambergenfis, Conradus Urf- 
pergenfis, Albertus Stadenfis, & c .  & c .  mentioned 
by Fabricius, all which authors cite the fame tefti
mony concerning ■Chrift: but, that we may not be 
blatned for a tedious prolixity, we pafs them over; 
as we prefume thofe already quoted are fufficient, 
on an attentive perufal, to faftsfy the candid and 
impartial reader.

R E M A R K S
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REMARKS AND OBSERVATIONS
m O M  T H E  F O R E G O I N G

• T E S T I M  O N I E S
c. O N C E R  N * I N G  ,

J E S U S  C H R I S T .

Authenticity 
of (bff ftyle of 
the teftimo-

T h f rlmrcf
COPCfrning

ames
me.

Jofephu* not 
fuppofed to 
omit a YtftU 
fT^my of 
Chrrtt.

I . - r  ^ T I T H  refjipa to the ftyle o f  
V 1/ foregoing original telti-
» » monies belonging to Jofcphus,

“ it is cxaSlly the Ilj le o f  the liinie Jofephiis,
and efpecially his ftyle about thofc parts o f  hu Anti
quities wherein we nnd thefe tellirnonies. His tcfti- 
nioTiies concerning John the Baptiit and James the 
Juft, have been rendered equally undeniable as that 
concerning Chrilt, o f  whom he makes fuch honour
able mention.

H. Thofeclaufesfound in Jofephuscon- 
cerjiing John the Baptift and James the 
Juft, eTpecially fuch as are in all our pre- 
(ent copies, as well as thofe cited from 
their copics by the ancients, are plaitily 

and undeniably geiuiine. O ne writer feems defirous 
o f  fetting alide that concerning John the Baptift, 
though exprcfsly quoted by O n gen  himfelf, xjut 
Joffphus; but, hnce he hardly produpes any thing 
)ik^ an argument to fupport his pretence, I ftiall 
pafs it by without farther notice.

H I. Hence it follows, that thefe tefti- 
monies, being contclfedly aiyl undeniir- 
bly written by Jofephus himfelf, it is al- 
moft impoffiblethat he'fliould wholly omit 
fome teftimony concerning Jefus Chrift: 

nay, while his teftimonies o f  John the Baptift, and 
o f  James the Juft, arc fo honourable, and he gives 
them fuch relpe£table charafclers, his teftimony o f  
Chrift can be no other than very  honourable, or 
fuch as afforded him a ftill greater charatter. Could 
the very fame author, who gave fo full and advan
tageous a charaSer o f  John the Baptift, the forcniu- 
ner of Jefus o f  Nazareth Jail whofe difciplcs were 
by him direSed to that Jefus o f  Nazareth, as to the 
true Meftiah, and all whofe difciples bccame after
wards his difciples), omit to fpeak honourably^of 
that Jefus o f  Nazareth himfelf? And this in »«r 
hilfory o f  thofe very times in which he was born, 
lived, and died? This can fcarce be credited.

No. 32.

Befides, could the very fame author, who gave fo 
advantageous a character o f  James the Juft, and this 
under the very  appellation o f  James, the brother o f  
Jelus, who was callcd Chrift, which James was one 
o f  the principal difciples, or apoftles, o f  this Jefus 
Chrift, and had been many years the onlyChriftian 
bifliop o f  the unbelieving Jews o f  Judasa and Jeru- 
falem, in the very  days, and in the very country' o f  
this writer ; could ne, I fay, wholly omit, nay, 
could he with-hold a very honourable account o f  
Jefus Chrift himfelf, whofe difciple and bifhop this 
James moft certainly was? This alfo is not v/orthy 
o f  belief.

IV . That remarkable claufc in this tef- 
timony o f  Jofephus concerning Chriff, fuifhec Jefui 

“  This was Chrift, or the Chrift, ’ clearly ‘romoihtri 
points out that this Jefus was diftinguifhed ‘ 
from all others o f  that name, o f  which there were 
not a few, as mentioned by Jofephus himfelf, by the 
addition o f  the other name o f  Chrift; or, that thi# 
nerl'on was no other than Tie whom all the world 
knew by the najTie o f  Jefus Chrift, and his followers 
by the name o f  Chriftians, fo denominated firft at 
Antiorh.

V . It appears that Jofephus did not de- 
fign here to declare himfelf openly a 
Chrtfiian, yet he could not pofnbly be
lieve all that he afferts concerning: Jefus 
Chrill, unlefs he were fo far a Chriftian asthe Jewiflr 
Nazarenes or Ebionites then were, who believed 
Telus o f  Nazareth to be the tnie Meffiah, without 
believing that he was more than a man; who alfo be
lieved the neceffny o f  the obfervation o f  the cere
monial law of  Mofes, in order to falvation for all 
mankind; which were the two main o f  thofe Jewifh 
Chriftians’ faith, though in oppofition to all the 
apoftles o f  Jefus Chrift in the firft century, and in 
oppofition to the whole catholic church o f  Chrift 
in the following centuries. It is, then, highly pro
bable that Jofephus was, in his own mind and con-
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fcience, only a Nazarene, or Ebionite Jewifli Chrif- 
tian; and it is obfcrvable that liis intirc tcliimony, 
and all that he fays o f  John the Baptiftand o f  James, 
as well as his ahfoUitc filcnce about all the reft o f  the 
apoftles, cxaftlv agrees with him under that charac
ter, and no other. W c  are well adurcd, that the 
thoufandsof Jews who believed in Chrilt fA fts  xxi. 
20.) in the firft century, were all zealous o f  the ce- 
Temonial law; and by confequcnce, if  there were 
any reafon to think, our Jol’ephus to be, in any fenfc, 
t> Believer or a Chriftian, as from thcfe teftimonics 
there are very  great ones; ail tiiefe, and all other 
rcafons, coulu not but c^nfpire to allure us he wus 
no other than a Nazarene, or Ebionite Chrilliari, as 
they were at that time denominated.

V I.  W e  conclude, tiicreforc, as Jofeplms appears 
to have been, in his own mind and confcience, no 
other than a Nazarene oi Ebionite Chriftian, and by 
confequcnce with them rejected all our G reek guf- 
pels and Greek books o f  the K e y  Teftament, and 
received only the Hebrew i^ofpel o f  thcNa/arenesor 
Ebionites; that we ought alfo(o have that Nazarene, 
or Ebionite gofpel, with the other Nazarene or P̂ bi- 
onite fragments in view, when we consider any naf- 
fages o f  Jolephus relating to Chrill;, or to Chri tia- 
iiity. Thus, fince that gofpel omitted all that is in 
the beginning o f  our St. Matthew’s and St. L u k e ’s 
gofpels, and began with the miniftry o f  John the 
jBaptift; in which lirft parts o f  the gofpel hiltory are 
the accounts o f  the flaughter o f  the infants, and o f  
the emolument or taxation under Auguftus Caifar 
and Herod; it is no matter o f  wonder tliat Jofephus 
lias not taken carc to picferve thole hiftories in a 
tlcarand particular manner.

In like manner, wiien we find that Jofephus calls 
James, the brother o f  Ciirili, by the name of  James 
tlie Juft, and defcribes him particularly as a inoft juft 

or righteous man, we arc to remember 
that Inch fs his name and rharaQer in the 
gofpel according to the Hebrew,s, and 
the other Ebionite remains o f  Ilcgefip- 
pus, but no svhere clfe. N or arc we to 

fuppofe they herein referred to any other thain that 
righteoufnefs wliich was by the Jcwifti law, whereiti 
St, Paul (Pliilip. iii. 6.), before he embraced Chrif- 
tianity, profeHed himtelf to have been blameleTs.

Thus Jofephus, with other Jews, who afcribed 
the miferies o f  that nation undf’ r Vcfpalian and T i 
tus, with the dellrufl.ion o f  JerufalciR, to the barba
rous tnurder o f  James the Jufl, imift remember 
what we learn from the Ebionite fr-iigments o f  Hc- 
gefippus, that thefc Ebioniies interpreted a prophe
cy o f  Ifaiah, as foretelling this very murder and 
thefe confequent miferies ; “  Let us take away the 
juft one, for he is uYiprofitable to us; therefore fliall 
they eat the fruit of their own ways.” Joliphus 
allb fays, as we have feen, that the moil etiuuable ci

tizens o f  Jcrufalem, and thofc that were 
molt zealous o f  the law, were very un- 
eafy at the condemnation o f  riij. James, 
and fome o f  his friends, or fellow Chrif- 
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and declares, that he himfelf was one o f  thofejews 
who thought the fliocking calamities o f  that nation, 
effefts o f  the divine vengeance, for the murder o f  
this James; we may eafily fee thofe opinions coiild 
only be the opinions o f  converted Jews or Ebio- 
nites. The high-prieft and Sanhedrim, who always 
perfecutcd the Chriftians, and the body o f  thofe 
unbelieving Jews who arc fuppofed to fuffer for 
murdering this James, could not furely be, o f  that 
opinion. Thus iaftly, when Jofephus is cited in Sui- 
das, as affirming that Jel'us ofliciated with the priefts 
in the temple, this account is by no means diiagree- 
alile to the pretenfions o f  the Ebionites. T h e  very 
fame thing is afiirmed o f  James the Juft, by Hege- 
fippus the Ebionite.

T he next author I haye alledgcd for it Op„,io„V 
is Jiiftin Martyr, pne lb 'near y coeval juiVin Martyr 
with Jofephus, that he might be born a- 
bolit the time when he wrote his Antiquities. Juf- 
tin elfcwhere appeals to the fame Antiquities by 
that very name, and though he does not here di- 
reflly  quote t+icin, yet does he fcCm to me-to aHude 
to this very teftimony in them concerning our Sa
viour, when'he affirms in this place to Trypho the 
Jew, that his nation originally knew that Jel’us wa.'s 
rifen from the dead, and afcended into heaven, as 
the prophecies did foretcl was to happen. Nor, in
deed, does he fcem to me to have any thing elfb 
particularly in his view, but thofe claufes o f  this 
very  tellimony, where Jo tp hu s fays, that “ Jcliis 
appeared to his followers alive the third day after his 
crucifixion, as the divine prophets ha l̂ foretold 
thefe and other wonderful things concerning him.”

Origen is the next author 1 have quoted 
for jofephus’s teftimonies o f  John the mol ‘ 
Baptift, o f  Jefus o f  Nazareth, and of 
James the juft. He is, indeed, allowed, on all 
hands, to have quoted him for the excellent charac
ters o f  John the Baptift, and o f  James the Juft; 
but his fuppofed filence about this teftimony con
cerning Chrift is ufually alledged as the principal ar- 
gument againft its being genuine, and particularly 
as to the claufe, “  This was the Chrift," and that, 
as we have feen, becaufe he twice aflUres us, tnat 
in his opinion Jofephus did not himfelf acknowledge 
Jefus for Chrift. As to this latter claufe, I have to 
obferve, that Jofephus did not here, in writing to 
Greeks and Romans, mean any fuch thing by thefe 
words as Jews and ('hriftians naturally underftand 
by them, !  have alfo to obferve, that all the an
cients allow ftill, with Origen, that Jofephus did 
not, in the Jewifli and Chriftian fcnfe, acknowledge 
Jdus for the true Meffiah, or the true Chrift of 
God, notwithftanding their exprefs quotation o f  
that claufe in Jofephus as genuine. So that, unlefs 
we fuppofe Origen to have had a different notion of 
thefe words from all the other ancients, we cannot 
conclude, from this affertion, that he had not thofe 
words in his copy.

However, it ceins to me that Origen aflfbids ns 
four fcveral indications, that the main parts, at leaft, 
o f  this teftimony itfclf, were in his copy, Firft,

Whc-ii
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W hen Origen introduces the teltimony 
o f jo fcp h ijs  concerning Janies the Juft, 
that he thought the miferies o f  the Jews 
were an inA.ance o f  the divine vengeance 
on that nation for putting James to death, 
inftead o f  Jefus, he ufes an expreffion no 
way necefl'ary to his purpofe, nor occa- 

fioned by any words o f  Jofephus there, I mean, 
that thsy had (lain “ tiiat Chrift which was foretold in 
liie prophecies.” W hence could that exprcffion come 
into Origcn’s mind, when he was quoting a teflimo- 
iiy from Jofephus cpnccniing the brother o f  ChrilU 
from his remembrance o f  a claufe in the teftimony of 
the fame Jofephus concerning Chrilt himfcif, that 
“  the prophets had foretold his death and refurrec- 
tion, and had related concerning him many other 
wonderful things?”

Secondly, it is afl^ed, W h y  was Origen fo fur-

f)rifed at Jofephus’s afcribing the deltrutlion o f  Jeru- 
iilcin to the Jews murdering o f  James the Juft, and 

n ot to their murdering o f  Jefus, as we have i’e fu  
he was, if he had Jiot known that Jofephus had I'po- 
ken o f  Jefus and his denih befcTrc; and that he had 
a very good opinion o f  Jefus, which yet he could 
learn it> no way fo authentic as from this tellimony ? 
Nor do the words he ufes, that Jofephus was “  rc- 
Dioie from the truth,” perhaps allude to any thiti^ 
elfe, but this very teftimony which we are now conn- 
dering.

Thirdly, W hat could induce Origen, 
upon a flight occafion, when he had juft 
fet down that teftimony o f  Jofepljus con
cerning James the Juft, the brother of 
Jefus, who was called Chrift, to fay, that 

“  It may be queftioncd whether the Jews thought 
Jefus to be a man, or w hether they did not fujjpale 
him to be a being o f  a diviner kind ?” This appears 
fo very like thofc claufes o f  this teftimony in Jofe
phus, that “ Jefus was a wife man, if it be lawful 
to call him a man,” that it is highly probable Origen 
thereby alluded to them. And this is the more to 
be dtpended on, becaufe all the unbelieving Jews, 
and all the reft o f  the Nazarene Jews, efteemed Jefus 
with one coufent at a mere man, the fon o f  Jofeph 
and M ary > and it is not, I think, polfible to produce 
any one Jew but Jofephus, who lays anythin g  like 
1 is b^ing more than human, or, according to the 
inifKirt o his words, “  a divine perfon.” 1 take this 
argument to be a very forcible one.

Fourthly, it may be alked, W'hy Origen affirms 
twice lb exprcfsly, that “  Jofc‘phu;> did not himfelf 
own, in the Jewlfh and Chriftian fenfe, that Jefus 
was Chrifl?” Notwithftanding his quotations out o f  
him are o f  eminent teltimonies for John the Kaptift 
his forerunner, and for James the Juft, his brotner, 
and one o f  his principal difciples? T here is no 
paffage in all Jofephus fo likely to perfuadq Origen 
o f  this as in the famous teftimony before us; where
in, as he and all the ancitnts underftood it, he was 
called Chrifl, the common name whence the fe£t o f  
Chhftians was derived; and where he all along 
fpeaks o f  thofe Chriftians, ai a fctt then in being,
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whofe author was a wonderful perfon, and his fol
lowers great lovers o f  him and o f  truth, yet as 
fuch a feft as he had not joined himfcif to. Nor 
can I devife any other reafon but this, and parallel 
language o f  Jofephus elfewhere, when he fpeaks o f  
James, or the brother, not o f  Jeliis who aw  Chrift, 
but o f  Jefus who was cnlhd Chrift, that could fo na
turally induce Origen and others to adopt that fenti- 
ment.

\-II. \Vith r e M  to Photius, that rha.iu, .he 
great critic, who tlourilhed in the niiuh cmic. 
cenuiry, and is fiippofed not to have had 
this teftimony in his c o p f  of Jofephus, or elfe to 
have efteemed it fpurious, bccauie, in his extrads 
from the Antiquities qf Jofephus, it is not exprefsly 
mentioned; 1 cannot but be furprifed that a fetlion, 
.which had been cited out o f  the copies of Jofephus 
all along, before*the days o f  Photms, as well as it. 
had been all along.citcd out o f  them fince his days, 
fhould be fuppofed not to be in his copy, becaule 

-he does not d iredly  mention it in certain fliort and 
imperfcft extracts, no way particularly relating to 
fuch matters. T h e y  who lay a ftrefs oi\ this filence 
o f  Photiu.s, feein to have aliended little to the na
ture and brevity o f  thofe extrads. T h ey  contain 
little or nothing,' as he in elFetl profeffes ;U their en
trance, but wliat concerns Antipater, Herod the 
('.reat, his brethren and family, with their exploits, 
till the cbys o f  Agrippa the younger, and Cumanus^ 
governor o f  Juda;a, fifteen years after the death o f  
our Saviour; without oitc word o f  Pilate, or what 
hap]iened under his government, which yet was the 
only  proper place in which this teftimony could 
come to be mentioned. However, fince Photius 
feenis, therefore, as jve have feen, to fufped the 
trcatife o f  the ui^iverfe afcribed by fome to Jofe
phus, bccaufe it fpeaks highly o f  the divinity of 
Chrift, this bears a great feinblancc of his know
ledge and belief o f  fomewhat real in the fame Jofe
phus, thui fpoke o f  him in an inferior manner, which 
could hardly beany other p^ftiigcthan thisteflimony 
before us. And fince, as we have alfo feen, when 
he fpeaks o f  tly; Jewifh hiflory o f  Juftus o f  Tiberi
as, as infeded with the prejudices o f  the Jews, in 
taking no manner o f  notice o f  the advent, the ads' 
and t ie  miracles o f  Jefus Chrift, while yet he never 
once fpeaks thus o f  Jofephiis himfelf, this mofl na
turally implies alfo, that there was not the like oc- 
cafion here as there; but that Jofephus had not 
wholly omitted that advent, thofe afcls or miracles, 
which yet he has done every where elfe, in the 
books feen bv Photius, as well as'Juftus o f  Tiberias, 
but in this famous teflimony before us.' So that it 
is moft probable Photius not only had this teftimony 
in his copy, but alfo believed it to be genuine and 
authentic.

V I I I .  T he  filence o f  Cleiiient o f  Alex- ciemenior 
andria, who cites the Antiquities o f  Jo- Aiexmdrij. 
fephus, but never cites-any o f  the tefti- 
monies now before us, cannot be deemed a matter 
o f  wonder, fince he never cites Jofephus but once, 
and that for a point o f  chronology only, to del er

mine
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mine how many years had pafl'cd from the days o f  
JvIoCcs to the days o f  Jofcpmis: l‘o that his filence 
may almoft as well be allcdged againll an hundred 
othiT remarkable paffages m Jofephus as againft 
thclc now under confidcration.
Tertuiiun. "The like filence obferved by T cr-

tulliaii does not imply that thefe tcllimo- 
nies, or any of them, were not in the copies o f  his 
age. Tertullian never once hints at any trcatifcsof 
Jofephus, but thofe aeainft Apion, and that in gene
ral only for a point o f  chronology. Nor does it any 
where appear that Tertullian ever faw ^ny o f  the 
writings o f  Jofephus bcf«dcs, and it is far from' cer
tain that he ever law thefe. l i e  had particular occa- 
fion, in his difpute with the Jews, to quote Jofephus 
above any other writer, to prove the completion o f  
the prophecies o f  the O ld  Teftament in the dcllruc- 
tion of  ̂Jerufalem and miferies o f  the Jews at that 
time, o f  which he there difcourfes; yet he never 
once quotes him upon that fblemn occafion. So 
that it rather fcems, that Tertullian never read the 
(ireek Antiquities o f  Jofephus, or his (ireek books 
o f  the Jewiln Wars. N or is this at all flrange in 
Tertullian, a Latin writer, who lived in Africa, as 
jione o f  the African writers that I know o f  cited 
any one claufe out o f  any o f  the writings o f  Jofe
phus. N or is it worth while, or o f  any great con- 
f'cquence, in fuch numbers o f  pofitive citations, to 
mention the filence o f  other later writers, 
juitin Mar- T hc moll doubtful o f  all thefe teflimo- 
tyr, Orig«n, nies, 3s has been o f  late fuppofed, "I 

mean that concerning our Saviour Chrifl, 
is attcfled to for genuine, as we have feen by the 
plain reference oi Tacitus, by the probable refe
rence o f  Jullin Martyr, about the middle o f  the fc- 
cond century; by thc more probable reference o f  
Urigen, abou't the middle o f  the third; by a double 
evprefs citation o f  it by F.ufebius in thc fijrmer part 
o f  the fourth; by a loofe verfion o f  it out o f  Jofe
phus, by Ambrofe, or Hegefippus, foon after it in 
the fame ccntury; by thc exprrfs Latin tranfcript 
made by Rufinus in hijf verfion o f  the Ecclefiailical 
l l iftory ; by another exprefs Latin verfion o f  it out 
o f  Jofephus, hy Hieronymus or* Jerom, and a 
(ireck verfion o f  that Latin verfion, and by his 
■learned friend Sophronius, all three about the end 
o f  the fourth ccntury, or beginning o f  the fifth. 
ifij«r«.»nd Hidorus o f  Pciufium, the fcholar o f  
sozome.iu., Chryfoflom, and Sozomcsms the ccclefi- 
*'• iiflical hiflorian, both early in thc fifth
ccntury. Calliodorus alfo, and his friend, fuppofed 
to be Epiphanius Scholafficus, give us two I^tin 
verfions o f  it early in thc fixth ccntury. ^̂ "e have 
the fame teftimony plainly, though briefly, citcd by 
Anaflafius, the abbot, in the eighth century. W e  
h a v e  Jerom’s verfion o f  it repeated by Freculphus 
Lexevienfis; the whole fct down in (ireek by Ila- 
mariolus, and by one Macarius, both in or about 
the ninth century; befides the imprrfcd copy o f  
nart o f  it, by Malcla, thc chronologer, and the pro
bable allufion to it by Photius, both in the fame 
njiuh ccntury. W e  have Sophionius’s Greek ver- 
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fion o f  Jerom’s Latin verfion, repeated by  Suidas, 
about the tenth century. W e  have an almoft com
plete copy of it given us by Cedrenus, in the ele
venth ccntury. W e  have a fiill more complete copy  
o f  it given us by Zonaras, the fubftance o f  it, three 
copies o f  Rufinus’s Latin verfion, oul o f  the Greek 
o f  Eufcbius, by Joannes Sarifl)erienfi5, Gotfridy 
Vitcrbionfis and Petrus Comeflor, all in the twelfth 
centurj'. W e  have another copy o f  Rufinus’s L a 
tin verfion, by Vicentius Bellovacenfis, in fne thir
teenth century. W e  have a complete copy o f  it in 
Nicephorus Calliftus, in the fourteenth century, 
W c  have alfo a clear reference to it in Hardma- 
norus Schedelius, and a new Latin verfion o f  it in 
Platina, and a full reference to it in Trithemius, the 
learned abbot, iu the fifteenth century; all which 
evidence has'been produced at large. T o  fay no
thing o f  the old Latin verfion, as repeated by Hai- 
mO in the ninth, and Conradus Ur pergenfis, and 
Albertus Stadenfis, in the thirteenth century, which, 
though not tranfcribcd, are to be efteemed real c o n 
firmations o f  all thc former allegations. This, as 
we have ahnndantfy proved, has neen the cafe o f  
this tcflimony, in all the paft ages o f  Chrifiianity, 
and, during the firfl fifteen ccnturiesof the church, 
in ail the Icveral countries o f  Europe.

Another argument in favour o f  the au
thenticity o f  tliis tefUinon}’, belonging to 
all the paft ages, is ufually overlooked by 
learneo Chnflians, though I think it no 
inconfiderable one; and that is, the con
tempt all the unbelieving Jew? have ever 

, fhewn for Jofephus, the befl hiftorian,
^beyond difpute, which their nation ever produced 
Jafter the facred ones. W hat can be thc reafon o f  
'this contempt o f  the genuine G reek Jofephus ? What 
the foundation o f  the fallacious pretence that the 
Hebrew Jofephus was not the genuine Jofephus, un- 
lefs it were the teRimonies now under confidcration, 
and efpecially that concerning Jefus Chrift, which 
bears fo hard upon the unbelieving Jewifli nation  ̂ as 
could not be endured by them? I'his muft appear 
to thc impartial world the principal caufe oj' their 
rejefting this excellent author; nor can I devife any 
other probable caufe for this rejeftibn; which, if 
admitted as the true reafon, the authenticity o f  
thefe tcflimonies, and efpecially o f  that concerning 
Jefus Chrilt, will alfo be admitted to be wholly un
deniable by all unprejudiced perfons. N or are we 
intirely deftitute o f  evidence, that when this tef
timony had been infcrtcd in a manufcript o f  Jofe-

J)hus in Hebrew, whether it were in an Hebrew ver- 
ion o f  his Antiquities, or in a later Hebrew epi

tome, fouie Jews caul< d it to be erafcd out o f  it. 
For fee Itigius’s Prolegomena, and Dr. Cave’s Hif- 
toria Litcraria, Vol. II. under the pmrticular article 
o f  Jofephus. Thus far concerning the firU fifteen 
centurics.

After the invention o f  printing, in the 
j6th century, we find this teftimony, I 
think, in every edition^ and in every 
verfion o f  Jofephus, in all languages.
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