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Nay, fincc Gifanhis and Ofiandcr ftarlcd that quef-
tion in the 16th century, and Taiujuil rabcr firft
wr9tc againft it in the ,17th centuiT, all tlie re-
maining manufcripts of Jolephus, Euf'cbiiis, <fec.
&c. have been carcfully looked into and examined,
and every one of them have been found to contain
this teftimony, and almoft every one to contain it
in its proper place under the government of PiJate,
and thkit without any confiderable variations. Nor
do we difcover that any ancient author from the
days of Jofcphus to thofe of Gifanius, pretended
that he knew of any copies in any language with-
out it, nor give us the lead reafon to fuppofe they
fufpected it, or clteemcd it as any othcrwiic than an
authority truly certain and undeniable. To this
muft be added the high probability there is, from the
undifputed tclUmonics about John the Baptiil and
James the Juft, that Jofephus muft have given us
fome fuch teliimony concerning Chrifl, andthe very
great probability there is that Jofephus’s own private
opinion was that of the Nazarene or Ebionite Jcw-
ilJi Chrillian, with which charatter it very well a-
p-ees in every circumftance. Since, therefore, this
is no other than the true ftate of the cafe, 1 think
every upright judge that confiders it muft declare,
that this teliimony is not only evidently and unde-
niably genuine, but, upon tlie whole, as fully fo as
any other claufes or fedions in the works of Jofi™-
phus now extant. It will alfb here be but reafon-
able to vindicate Jofephus in a point wherein fbme
late writers have dealt very hardly with him; |1 mean
when they accufe him as flattering V/elpafian with
being the true MefTiah of the Jews.

We fliall take the two pafTages upon

Vindication ; R . R N ,
ol Jolephus which the accufation is built in Jofephus’s
fona thejc-  gwn words. 'I'he former is in the 6th
cufntion of

book of his hiftory of the Jewifh Wars,
lien and runs thus: “ If thefe things arc duly
confidered, it will be found that God ex-

ercifes a providence over mankind, and by many
means difcovers to them beforehand what is for their
prcfervation, but that they perifh by their own fol-
ly, and their misfortunes are voluntary. For the
Jews made the temple four fquare, by tlie demoli-
tion of the tower of Antonia, while they had it
written in their own oracles, that their city, atid the
facred houfe lhould then be taken when the temple
fliould become four fquare. But what chicfly ex-
oitcd them to the war, was an ambiguous oraclej that
a certain perlbn wtnild arife about that time out of
their country, who fhould have dominion over the
world. This they took to refer to themfelves, and
many of the wife men vere deceived by that deter-
mination: while the oracle defigned the dominion
Of \'efpa(ian, who was proclaimed emperor when
he was in Juda;a.” The other paffage is in Jofe-
phus’s ownfpeech to Vefpaftan, in the third book of
the fame hiflory: * You have now in hand Jofe-
phus, a prifoner, and your preient view, perhaps,
extends no farther, but I come to you as a meHen-
of greater things. Had if. not been for this com-
niiflion, 1 could not have been here at prcfent,
No.. 32. n

contrary to the duty of a Jewifh general, alivcin
the hands of an enemy. Wherefore am 1 to be fent
t> Nero, when Vefpafian himfelf is fo near the em-
pire, that | can hardly diltinguifh betwixt Velpafian
and the emperor, or Caeliir? Befides, his fon Titus
is to come after him. Keep me clofe as you pieafe,
provided | may he Vefpafian’s prifoner, who is not
only niy mafter, but in efTetl lord of the univerfe.
Tliis is what | have in charge to deliver, and when-
ever | fliall be found to ufe the divine authority, to
countenance a fraud, make aw example of me.”
No” inall this we have njt one word of thofe pre-
ditlions relating to the Meffiah, which Jofephus, in
his famous teftimony concerning Chrift, declares to
be very numerous; but of one only concerning the
taking of Jerufalem, and the holy houfe, when the
temple fhould bccome four fquare; and one only
which fore told, that about that time a very great
potentate fliould arife out of Judaea.

I ’his lafl predifction the other wife men then in-
terpreted as one of Jewifli extraction; but Jofcphus

of N'efpaiian, who was firft proclaimed jofe'Xy ,p.
emperor when he was in Judaea, without plies the ‘al-
ter ptrdic*

the: leal! intimation that he thought him oo 10V cf-
to be the MefTiah of the Jews. All the .
Jews, with oneconfent,ever expelled that

their MefTiah was not only to arife in Juda[;a, and
that of Jewifh parents in general, but to be of the
feed of David, and of the town of Bethlehem,
where David was to be a great prophet, iike Mo-
fes, and to come peculiarly for the falvation, and
not the deftruttion, of Ifrael, with many other cha-
racters intirely inconfiftent with Vefpafian. To
what warticular oracles, or predictions, Jofephus re-
ferred, is hard to determine, fince he docs not
name' them. | fuppofe, with Reland, that the firft
of them might be Dan. ix. 26, 27, as then read and
interpreted by the Jews; as alfo, that the fecond
v.'as no other than the famous proyihecy of Bala-
am, that “ a ftar fliould arife out of Jacob, and n
fceptre out of Ifrael,” Numb. xxiv. 17, i8,
19, iialaam being ever confidered as a H ue prophet
by Jofephus. *

We fnall here endeavour to vindicate Mfdcao™
the fame Jofepluis from another impiita- o Jottphyfi'*
tioti, which hath been laid upon him, viz. {gon o ani.

that when in his fecond book againft A pi- o\ coikcrmitig
on, he makes a comparifon between Mo- Mofci.
fe:. the Jewidi legillatoj and Minos, with other old
heathen legiflators, he infinuates, that though .Mofes
artfully pretended to a divine revelation, for the
laws he gave the Ifraelites, as did the others as to
their own laws j yet that this was only in the way of
a pioos fraud, and that he did not himfelf believe
that any fuch divine revelation was ma'de to him.”
This is, | fuppofe, a new hypothefis, that our Jo-
fcphus, after all his zeal for Mofes, and for the
Mofaic laws, lhould ftill believe him to be no bet-
ter than a d'irecl cheat and impoftor. And, as |
fuppofe this hypothefis to be intirely new, fo do I
venture to afhrm, and that upon .no fmall acquain-
tance with the writings of Jofephus, that the hypo-
7Y icils
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thefis-is intirely falfe,'and contrary to the whole
«ri-ft atid tenor of Jofcphus throughout his mmrit-

e This author begins his Antiquities with this moft
.true and ufcful obCervation, that Mofci did not aft
as did the heathen fages; he did not found a govern-
ment on human contrivance, to be guided by poiiii-
ral maxims; but laid his foundation on tiieDclief
of the being, attributes, and providence of the one
true God, the Creator and Governor of the whole
world, and in the fear of that God being deeply
imprelfed on the minds ~f the Ifraclites, thnftign
a pecfuafion tliat he gave them the laws by which
they were to bo governed, and that, in conlequence,
thofe who broke tiieni would incur his difpleafure,
and coafequently be miforable.

ir.8o¢elief ad Jofcphus alwuys appears to give firm
{Lefesmegf credit to the mull uilicult parts of the
e Sciiplure.

facred books, and allures you every Jew
was brought up in tliat profound veneration for
them, that thev were alwavs ready to yield up their
lives, rather than contradict them. He Itill gives
his aflent to the fall of Adam, the tranllations of
Enoch and f>lijah; to the deluge of Noah; to the
long lives of the patriarchs; to the burning of So-
dom, «c. as thofe accounts Hand in the facred
ewritings; as alfo to the fcripture prophecies, when
they frequently occur, with the obfcrvation of their
conftaiu compwkions, all along afterwards, even
down to his own time. He pleads the accuracy <f
the prophet Daniel’s predictions, as compared with
. their completions, and wonders how the Epicureans
can bear up againil fuch evidence for a Divine
Providence. He thinks Mofes fo fully infpired,
that he takes the account in Deuteronomy of his
death, and unknown place ot his burial, not to have
been added by others afterwards, as expoiitors fince
have done, but written by hiinfelf prophetically be-
forehand, He frequently declares his belief in
good and bad angels, or demons, and their concern
with mankind, as alfoin divine and prophctic dreams
fometimes atl'orded eminent perfons, and profeUcs
to have bad fuch dreams or divine comuuinications
himfejf; of which we have produced a remarkable
t'xample about Vefpafian’'s iuccellion to the‘Ro-
man empire, before any in Juda;a knew the death
of Nero himfelf, much lefs of the fuccclfions and
deaths of Galba, Otho, and Vitelliits, who came
between them, the truth of which is sHo fully ai-
tefted by Suetonius and Dio thc heathen hilloii-
ans.
Conlirtn* He has given us a large and valuable
«htir tru'h colletlion of the nioll ancient and au-
and . thentic heathen tedimonies, Itronglycon-
(cdimono. . hrining the truth and divinity of the fa-
cred books of thc Old Tcltament, which
he was. enabled to do by the vail number of an-
cient Pagan writers which he perufed and g"vioted.
He had, indeed, contrary to the body of his own
nation, inoft liberal notions as to freedom of in-
quiry among all f~tts whatfoever, was utterly averfe
to all tyranny, pcrfccution, and oppreifion, of man-

THE WHOLE GENUINE WORKS OF JOSEPHUS.

kind, and was for giving all foher men of every par-
ty liberty'to think freely, and fpeak freely for them-
iclves, as they thought proper, without taking of-
fence at one another: yet do his fentiments always
go along with the facred books and thc facrcd hil-
tory. Nay, what is molt of all remarkable, this
was all laid and done by Jofephus, under the molt
uniMomiling circumllaiices of himfelf and his nation
poHible; or, when Jerufalem with its temj~ie and
temple worlhip were utterly deftroyed, and when he
himfelf was become a captive at Rome under idola-
tors. At thisvery time he firmly retained his faith in
God, in Mofes, and in the prophets, and even then
laid plainly, that Daniel the Jewifh prophet had long
ago foretold that deltrufclion of Jerufalem by the Ro-
mans which he faw, as did Jefus of Nazareth inier-
Dret that prophet alfo, Matt. xxiv. 15. Markxiii. 14.
Nay, he farther inthnated to obferving readers, that
the MefTc-h of the Jews for Jefus of Nazareth) the
Hone cut out of the mountain in thc fame prophet,
would in time break that Roman monarchy in pieces,
and let up a better*«kingdom, which fliould endure
for ever. Sec Dan. ii. 45.

Should anv be llill offended with Jofcphus’s fre-
quent permiflion of his heathen readers to determine
as thev lhould think proper concerning many of thofe
miracfes wliich he relates from the Jewifh Scriptures,
as if he himlelf therefore doubted of their truth and
reality, which has been, and may be a common ob-
jettion agaiii-11 him; 1 mult beg libertv to adduce in
his vindication the very oppohte words of the faith-
ful, accurate, and Judicious Reland, who has the fol-
lowing note upon one of Jofephus’s remarkable ex-
prelfions of this nature, I mean that concerning the
miraculous paflage of the Ifraclites over the Red Sea.
The exprcfiion is, “ Let everyone judge and deter-
mine as he pleafes,” and this is the note.

“ Jol<*phus (faysRelandJ does not, by Reiand*vin
this way of fpeaking, fignify that he
doubted whether what was laid of the pal-
fage of the Ifraelites through the Red Sea were true or
not; but he only ufes thcle words in writing to the
Gentiles, that if this appeared incredible to them,
they might enjoy their own liberty of belief, and not
be thereby deterred from reading farther what he was
todeliver; for that he himfelfdid not doubt of this is
fufficiently apparent from the manner of his narra-
tion, andiroi\i his own tellimony, that he took it out
of the facred volumes. He ules the fame expreffion
alter he had laid, that it was falfely believed that
Moles and the Ifraelites were expelled Egypt for le-
proly. s it therefore to be inferred, that he intend-
ed to fuggefl this alfo was uncertainThis is no other
than the very calumny which Jofephus himfelf con-
futes and expofes in his firft book againfl Apion. He
thus fpeaks, when he relates the afcent of Mofes to
Mount-Sinai, and with the fame conclufion ends his
third book of Antiquities, where he treats of the di-
vinity of thc laws of Mofes. He alfo ufes thc fnmo
words where he relates the age of Noah, which he did
in the firfl book, and produces examples from pro-
fane hiftory, that the tning may appear more proba-

ble
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ble to the Gentiles. In fine, he ufes this expreffion
on divers other occafions; “ But while he ib Ib fre-
qguently wont to introduce this phrafe or mode of
Ipeaking in his books of Antiquities, | do not re-
member, that | have once met witli them in his books
of the Jewilh wars, | apprehend the cauCe of his fo
frequently-introducing tne expreflions alluded to, in
the books of Antiquities, to be, that he wrote thofe
books for the ufe of the Gentiles; while the others
were for certain written for the ufe of thofe of his
own nation that dwelt beyond the Euphrates. |
might confirm this interpretation from other writers,
but I think I have already rendered the matter plain
beyond a doubt.”

There is no doubt that the obfervations of this pro-
fpfl'or, where he intimates that Jofephus never ufed
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ON THE

TACITUS

e c T 1

A CCOUNTS OF

the exprellion, “ Let everyone judge and determine
as he pleafcs,” concerning the miracles of the Old
Tellamcnt, in his feven books ofthe wars t)f the Jews,
are certainly true j for having read thofe books over
feveral times with care and attention, the fame ob-
fervation has occurrtd to me. As to any pretence
of forgery,, which it has been fuppoR-d fbine catiiolic
chriflian might here have been guilty of with regard
to the teitimouy of Jofephus concerning Chrtft, and
that as early as the days of Eufebius, if not of Eufe-
bius himfelf; I mull aver it is the effeft of the groHeft
ignorance and partiality, and by no means chargeable
upon this refpedable aiuhoV, who is almoft univerfally
allowed to pay the (Iriclell regard to truth in all his
writings.

O N S

SUETONIUS,

Concerning divers Events relative to the JEWISH NATION.

Tacitus fa- HEY who have read, or may be
vouTitbie to difpofcd to.read, the annals of Ta-
i"’i'ﬁlgf;i-** citus, the belt writer of his age,

mud obferve the great regard he had to the
hiftory of Jofephus, while though he never names
him, as he very rarely does any of thofe Roman au-
thors, whence he derives other parts of his hi(lory,
yet does it appear that he refers to the different books
of the Jewifh Wars, very frequently in the courfe of
a few pages, and almoft always depends on his ac-
counts of the affairs ofthe Romans and Parthians, as
well as of the Jews, during the fpace of upwards of
200 years, to which thole books extend. Speaking
ofthe originof the Jews (liber v. cap. ii.), he writes,
nsccouniof “ There are thole who report, that they
te aign of wcrc AH>riins. who wanting land, got to-
ike lews. gether, and obtained part of Egypt, and
foon after lettled themfelvcs in cities of their own in
the lands of the Hebrews, and the parts of Syria that
lay nearer to them.” This account comes neareft the
truth of all his others, and is molt probably derived
from Jofephus, though difguifed by himfelf.

yunii.tr quo. Cap. IH. “ Many authors agree, that
utioiii from when an infefclious dillemper broke out
Ticiiut. in Egj'pt, and made men’sbodies impure,
liacchoris their king went to the oracle of Jupiter

fAmmonJ and begged he would grant him fome re- |

lief againft this evil, and that he was enjoined to
purge his nation of them, and to banilh this kind of
men into other countries, as hateful to the gods.”
This Itory alfo Tacitus might have out of Jofephus,
who at large confutes the like llory, as publilhed by
Lylimachus and Manethon in his lit book againfl
Apion, very particularly flbferving, that the gods
are angr)” not at bodily imperfedions, but at wicked
prafctices. AgJin,

Cap. V. “ Accordingly, they have no images in
their cities, much lefs in their temples; iliey never
grant this piece of flatterv to kings, or this kind of
honour to emperors.” Thefe concelfions were to be
learned from Jofephus, and almoit only from him;
out of whom therefore I conclude Tacitus took the
finelt part of his charafcler of the Jews. Again,

Cap. VI. * The Ilimits of Juda;a ealierly are
bounded by Arabia. Egypt lies on the fouth: on
the welt are Phoenicia and the great fea. They have
a prolpcfcl of Syria on tJieir north quarter, or at fome
dillance from them.” See the chorography of Jolc-
phus in the 3d Book of the Wars, whence moft pro-
bably Tacitus framed this abridgment. It comes in
both authors naturally, before Vefpafian’s firll cam-
paign. Again,

Cap. VII. * Not far from this lake are thofe
plains, which are related to have .been of old, fer-

3 tile,
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(He, and to have had many citics full of people.”
'I'iiis is exactly according tojolephus, and nuiltliavc
been taiccn irom him in the place forecited, and tiiat
piirticulaiiy i)ecaui'e it is peculiar to him, To far as 1
know, in all antiquity. The rell thought the citics
were in the very ianie place where now the lake is,
hut jofephus and Tacitus lay, they were only in its
iiL'ighbourhood.

Cap. VIIIL. “ In that city (Jcrufalcni) there was a
temple of iinnienfe wealth : in the hrd parts that
v'tre tbruhed is the city itfelf, next it the royal pa-
lace. The temple is incl”fed in its mod inward ac-
cclics. A Jew can come no farther than the gates;
all but the priellhood are excluded from the tnrelh-
i)Id.” All this is in Jorephus. Sec his three dcfcrip-
tions of the temple ofjcrui'alem ; Antig. Hooks 8th
and 15th.

Cap. X. On the death of Cellins C'.allus, whether it
conics by fate, or that he was weary of life, is uncer-
tain, &c. Jofephus fays nothing of the death of
( cltius: fo Tacitus feeins to have known nothing in
particular about it. “ When \'efpanan was a very
young man, it was promifed him that he fhould ar-
live at the highell pitcii of fame. But what lirll ofall
I'eenied to confirm the omen, was his triumphs and
confuUhips, and the glory i)f his vidory over the
Jews. When he had once obtained thefe, he believed
ii was portended that he fliot Id come to tiw. empire.”
Jplcphus takes notice in general of thefe omens of
\'clpafian’s advancement to tiie empire, and diltinftly

adds his own remarkable prcdidlion of it alfo. Book
111. and 1V. of the W'ars.
ctt.tion from beginning

jof g, of the fame year, Titus Ciclar was pitchecT
upon by his father to finifh the conquelt
of Judaea; and while he and his father were private
perlinjns, 'I'ilus was celebrated for his martial con-
dud, and aded now with greater vigour andhopcsof
reputation; the kind inclinations both of the provin-
ces and the armies ftriving one with another who
fiiould molt encourage him.” The ciiarader of Ti-
tus in this feftion agrees exadly with the hidory of
Jofephus iipon all occafions, as a variety of paffages
jn the Roman do with the Jewilh hiilorian alio.
Whether Sue* As there are in Suetonius feveral paf-
toftiui ever  fages in common with Jofephus and Taci-
reautheMorki — tys, lince he lived at the fame city of
fpphua ur .
i< Rome with them ; was about twelve or
thirteen years younger than I'acitus, and
by confcqucncc little more than thirty years younger
than Jofephus; it may be worth our wlille to e.xamine
whether he gives us any indications that he had read
the work.s of Jofephus or Tacitus ? Now we may take
notice, that Suetonius never names Tacitus at all,
but that he names Jofephus once, as having foretold
Vefpafian’s Coming to the empire, and touches both
upon the Jews and Chrillians. He informs us, that
““ The Jews railed a tumult at Rome, under Chri IUis
in the days of Claudius, and were thence baniflied
by him.” He fays farther, that “ Nero inflided pu-
nifhments on the Chrillians, as a fuperflitious and per-
jiicious feel of men then lately arifen.” He ays

moreover, that “ Jofephus, one of the captive nobi-
lity amoi)g[t the Jews, did affirm moll conitantly,
when he was put into bonds, thatjie Ihould be lool-
ed by Vefpafian, but not till he was emperor.” He
alfo fully attelts to the antiquity and uninterrupted
duration of that opinion, that “ fome who Ihould
arileout of Judaea at this time, fliould obtain the em-
pire over the world,’ and fuppofes with both Jofe-
phus and Tacitus, that * fuch predidion was ful-
iillcd in a Roman emperor” (Vefpafian). From all
thefe paffages it is natyiral to fuppofe that Suetonius
had fecn 'l'acitus at Icaft, if not Jofephus himfelf,
when he wrote his twelve Catfars. Vet becaufe he
fuppofes Chrelhis to be alive, an! at the head of a
Jewifh tumult at Rome in the days of Claudius,
which was impolfible, one would think, in any one
that had read either Jofephus (>r Tacitus, who botlx
atted that he was put to death in Judaia under Tibe-
rius; and becaufe lie fays not one word of that re-
markable hidory, concerning the liatue of Caius,
which T'ctroniu’. was commanded to let up in the
temple at Jerufalcni, which is fo e.\prefs in Tacitus,
and Ib largely let forth in Jofophu-;, and of which we
liavc another account in the trealife called I'hilw’s
Legation to Caius; | rather think he never read
thefe authors, or at lead did not think ht to follow
cither of them. Nor does the reaf)ii appear to me
why Suetonius lhould in one place write the name of
our Saviour chnji with the other ancients in the wed,
and yet with'Jolisphus and Jacitus, write the name
of his followers, with the Other Jews, and the hea-
thens in the cad, Chrijiians.

With refped to that judicious hidorian
Dion Caffius, though he lived at Rtmir,
and had many tedimonies of Jofephus, yet did he not
write till the reign of Alexander Severus, and gives
us fofew indications that he had ever read Jofephus,
tliat 1 have no occaflon.to treat here particularly
about him.

Strabo, that excellent geographer and
hidorian, lived about half a century ear-
lier than Jofephus, and is feveral times cited by him,
and therefore could not himfelf fee the writings of Jo-
fephus. It may be worth our notice here, that Stra-
bo’s geography, vhich has errors concerning Judea,
and is dill extant, is but once cited by Jofephus, but
that his hidories, which are ten times cited, are loft,
and fo cannot be compared with the quotations.
When Trogus Pompeius, who was epitomized by
Judin, lived, is not exadly known, but mod proba-
bly a confidcrable time before Jofephus, fo that
he could not cite him either. However, it appears
manifedly, that when Jofephus wrote his Antiquities,
his own Life, and his books againd Apion, he under-
ftood the geography and hidory of his own country
much better than either Strabo, Tacitus, Suetonius,
Dion Caffius, or any other foreign writers.

Several later and lefler critics, who have
preferred the Greek and Roman profane
hidorians and writers to the Jewifh, and particular!)
to Jofephus, fhould have learned more candour and
niodedy from their great father Jofeph Scalighcr,

when
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sciiiger.
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%'hen, after all his inquiries, he folemnly pronounced
that “ Jofephus was the moft diligent and greateft
lover of truth of all writers,” and is not afraid to af-
firm, that “ it is more fafe to believe him, not only
as to the a(l'airs.of the Jews, but alfo as to thofe that
arc foreign to them, than all the Greek and Latin
writers, and that becaufe his fidelity and compafs of
learning are every where confpicuous.” To this
aflertioif of Scaliger we are obliged to afl'ent, as the
proper refult of our remarks on tTiis fubjefct.

Thf jews and After all that has been advanced, let the

HISTORY

OF

JEWS CONTINUED. Gil
guilty Jews, fince.the days of Jofephus,
and the guilty hcretics that followed Simoti  g«bie with

Magus, bear their own burden of forgery,

corruption, and interpolation of antient niftorics and
antient records; for they too plainly and undeniably
deferve it. But let not Jofephus, or the innocent
Chridians, before antichriftianifm and popery, bear
any fuch burthen; for fo far as we can judge, and we
fpeak it upon full examination, they have the leall
reafon to bear it of any part of mankind whatever,
from the beginning of the world to the prcfent timo.

THE JEWS:

*CONTINUED

From the Time of JOSEPHIJS to the Prefent,

including a

Space of many Centuries™

INTRODUCTORY

Remarks on HERE is no circumftance more re-
the iifperfion markable amongit all the events of
of the Jewi. this tranfitory Hate, than the difper-

fion of the Jews over the face of the whole earth ; and
their continuing a diltinfcl and fenarate body amidft
the various nations, people, and languages, whither
they have been driven. The hiftory of nations <loes
not f'urnini us with anything fimilarj and we are
obliged to look to the fiiHilnient of the prophecy rela-
tive to this peculiar people, and there to find the
caufe of their wonderml fituation, which is exhibited
as a condant and living miracle before our eyes.
Chriftians of the prefent day have this additional
proofof the divinity and excellence of their religion:
not only Mofes, and the prophets; not only Chrift,
and his apoftlesj but cvcr™ fon and daughter of
Abraham whom they meet in the Greets, corrobo-
rates the teltimony, that the Bihle is tnu. Notwith-
Itanding their poverty and diftrefs, and the various
calamities to which the modern Jews are fubjefl, they
remain fejDarate and detachecl, waiting the fulfilment
of the re idue of prophecy in their behalf; waiting
i'or the accomplifhment of” thofe purpofes of mercy
rcferved for them as the defccndcnts of the chofen
and eleft of God.

‘nieir won- W hilfl Other religions depend upon the
ierfu prefer. poHcv and temporal profperity of princes
vilion flates; whilft they triumph under the
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protection of conqucrors, and dccay with mnnHr-
chics that were their defence; the Jews, thou«lv
K'rfecuted for fuch an allonifhing length of time, Itill
iibfill;, and their numbers do not apparently de-
creale. They fubfill, though perfecuted by the feve-
rity of royal edidls, and though numberlefs corporeal
punifhments have been invented for their deltrutlion.
In addition to tlys, multitudes of people of difFerent
natiotis have been excited to oppofc them, whofe cru-
elties have exceeded even thofe of pjinccs and of
Hates. Kings and their armies, princes and their
fubje6ls» have united in their defign of extirpating
this people from the face of the earth: but they have
failed in their attempts; and the more they have been
pcrfecuted, the firmer has their ellablifliment been,
till in the prefent day, in which they feem to enjoy n
perfc£i tranquillity, and are protected by thofe prin-
ces, and under thofe governments, which were for-
merly their bitterelt foes” and thefe poor, defpiled,
perfecuted outcalts, furvive the very monarchies
which once oppofed and opprefTed theihj but now
exilt only in name.

The difperfion of the Jews is general,
and hardly any part of the globe is delti-
tute of fome of the defcendents of Abra-
ham. They abound in the ea(t; and parti-
cularly in the empire of China, ' where they arc
thought to be the defcendcnts of the ten tribes who.

72 were

Some of them
to be m«t Wit)>
in all coim-
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were led into captivity. They are at this time dif-
perfed over moft of the nations in the eaft, over Eu-
rope, over Africa, and rnany of them now inhabit
the various parts of America: fonie opulent families
refide in the Wefl Indies; and the laws lately made
in their favour on the Continent, may perhaps in
time intitle them to a voice in the National An'embly
of France. The Jews are To diffeminated through all
the commercial parts of the world, that they arp be-
come a channel of communication between them,
and form a confiderable part of that great mafs of man-
kind which are knit together in one general cprre-
fpondence. It iseven intagined that they are now as
numerous as when they profpered in the land of Ca-
naan; and if this hypotnefis be true, itis a flriking
confirmation of the magnitude of the miracle above
alluded to, efpecially when we conhder the dreadful
{laughter made of them under fcmie of the Roman em-
perors; the many hundreds of thoufands which have
perifhed in war, and the innumerable malfacres made
of them by the Turks and the Chrillians: | mean
thofe of the laj™ter only in name ; (ince it is contrary
to the genius of the pacific religion of Jefus ever to
opprefs, and much more fo to piit to death, any one
account of his .faith, for which he is folely ac-
countable to his Maker.
Their Their numbers, their difperfion, their
cnceast fepa-  gdherence to the law of Mofes, are cer-
e benan tainly among the ftronged arguments in
tavour of fupport of the ChrilUan faith; becaufe
ChritUanity.  they themfelves are the repofuorics f<f
thofe writings which tend to their own confufion, and
they altogether fupplv a cloud of witnefles in attefla-
tion ofthe truth ot holy writ; their difperfion fpreads
thefe witnefles into every partof the g obe, and their
adherence to their religion renders their teftimony
utiqueftionable. Had the whole people of Ifrael been
converted to Chriltianity, we fhoula liave concluded
that the prophecies which relate to Chrift were cun-
ningly devi ed fables, and have efteemed them as
fallacious as the writings of the Sybils, or the pre
tended mylteries of the Druids. But as thefe are ge-
neral obfervations, we therefore proceed to give a
concife and complete review of thetr hiflory, from
the taking of Jerufalcm to the prefent aera. -

Further Account of the JEWS, from the taking of
JERUSALEM by TITUS.

.AFTER the capture of their principal
fr«mihei»k- cuy, there remained no lliaduw of autno-
kgof j-|ty JO this wretched people. Domitian,
""ho was covetous to excefs, did all in his
power to opprefjrthem with the moft grie-
vous and weighty taxes; Juda;a was made tributary to
the Romans by Pompey, though fome exceptions
were made in favour of the Jews by Julius Cacfar.
The modern Jews, in order to raife the departed
jlory oftheir nation, pretend that many learned men
mirvived the ruin of tlie temple; and certauily fome
ornaments to their country are to be found amidit the
general devallation that enfued.

Thtir hiftory

Under the emperor Trajan, the Jews Thir
made i'everal unwarrantable, as well as ill-
timed attempts, to rebel againlt his go-
vernment. Exafperated at their preced-
ing misfortunes, they carried in their
turn cruelty and barbarity to a dreadful pitch;
tiicy began”at Cyrene, a city of Lybia, where they
had been fettled a confiderable time. They gained
fome advantages over the Egyptians; but the fugi-
tives, efcaping to Alexandria, carried with'them a
thirft of revenge, and put to death all the Jews that
were there. Thofe of Cyrene, enraged with a reprifal
they had fo juftly defervcd, fell into the greateft fury,
ana, being headed by Andrea, ravaged the plain
country, and made a dreadful havock of the innabi-
tants of Lybia. This city was fo depopulated by the
inaflacre which the Jews made in the licginning of the
war, that the emperor was under the riccemty of
fiending a colony to replace the llaughtered inhabi-
tants.

Thefe diforders did not intirely ftop Mefopo-
here, news having arrived of frefh diftur- tamu.
bances in Mefopmtamia. The fate of
Egypt threw the inhabitants of this government fnio
a coiifternation, as they dreaded the fame calamity;
but, in order todifpel their fears, Trajan fent Luci-
us Quietus with an army, which quelled the fedition,
by putting to death avail number of the Jews, which
intimidated the refl.

In the illand of Cvprus, a new ftorir®
arofe. The Jews in this illand began with matum by
the mafl'atre of two hundred and forty |"**
thoufand inhabitants. Their own hifton-
ans do not difl'emble this aflion, but fwell the num-
ber of the dead inftead of abating it; for they tell
you, that the noife of the infurrcfctions elfewhere ar-
riving at Gophri, that is to fay Cyprus, the Jews,
who were very numerous in this country, fell up>on
all the heathens, and made fuch a general maflacre,
that not one of them remained. ‘‘ Which obliged
Trajan to fend Adrian, the general of his forces,
agaipit them, who fubdued them; and afterwards the
Romans publifhcd an edift, abfolutely prohibiting
the Jews accefs to this ifland.”

«nd fruitiefs

The above-mentioned calamities might ~he wrctch-
be faid to be only the beginning of the cd (ate of
forrows of the Jews, which were at fength = |

completed by Adrian, who reduced them g an.

to fuch an abjeft ftate of wretchednefs,

that to obtain the ordinary means of fubfiftence, they
were under a ncceffity of having recourfe to the'fraud
of magic and imerpretation of dreams.

No other evidence need be adduced than that of
the emperor Adrian himfelf, who fays, he faw not
one Jew in Egypt, but what was a mathematician ;
which name, though at prefent fo honourable for
ufeful difcoveries by thole who apply to this ftudy,
was at that time odious, becaufe the mathematicians
were generally deemed wizards.

Authors differ in their accounts of the Variousrju-
caufcofthercbellionagainftAdrian. They * “f <¢e
fay, it was the cultom in Judaea to plant a

ccdar
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cedar at the door of the houfes where a fon was born,
and to fet a pine-tree upon the birth of a daughter.
Thefe trees grew till the time of marriage, ana then
they cut them down to make a bed for the married
couple. The princefs. Adrian’s daughter, travelling
in Judica, her chariot broke, and her officers had the
infolence to cut,down one of thefe trees planted be-
fore a houfc, wherewith they mended the chariot.
But the relations and neighbours, provoked by this
attion,”mutinied, and mallacred tlie princefs’s reti-
nue, who, being enraged, obliged the emperor to
take arms, and fubdue fo fierce a nation.
Chryfoftoi Chryfoltom alferts, that the Jews, who
relation. alwa)s, from their prejudices, prcferved
their own maxims, have three times at-
tempted to rebuild the temple, and that their firit ef-
fort to reltore their republic was under Adrian; that
they rebelled againfl him, without reflefciing on the
conlbquences, whom, with all their efforts, it was
impollible to conquer : that this prince having fub-
dued them, placed his Uatue where Jerufalein was,
and knowing that this monument of vittorv would not
lafl for ever, ordered that the chy fhould b”ar his
name, which was ftill obferved, fince in his time it
was called vElia. Chryfoftom has treated this event
ewith no other decree of precifion; for if he believed
that the Jews defigned to reftore their temple under
Adrian, he is deceived, fince they made no motion
towards it; and the firft attempt afcribed to them
is evidently falfe. The fame mull be faid of the fe-
cond, if he thought the Jews went to re-eftablifli their
republic. It is not even true, that they attempted to
erebuild Jerufalem. Moreover, yElia had been built
before the rebellion. Nor did Jerufalem ftill go by
the name of Adrian; for it was fo called at the coun-
cil of Nice; but Conftantine having built temples in
this city, and chriftianity being grown triumphant
there, it refumed its antient name of Jerufalem, Eu-
febius, who had called it ~lia in his hiftory, always
Ityles it Jerufalem in the life of Conftantine, when he
fpeaks of the edifices that this prince had raifed there.

Two rul cau- Two caufes are aflignedfor the gre™t re-
fn of the m- bellion Under Adrian, i. This prmce had
furrea.on. forbidden them, like Domitian and Ner-

va, to be circumcifed, Spartan fays it, and | know
not hpw the exprefs teftimony of an author can be
conteiied, who lived under Dioclefian. Modeltinus
obferves alfo, that the Jews, addreffing themfelves to
Antoninus, he permitted them to circumcife only
their own children, and forbad doing itto any perfon
of another religion under heavy penalties. Second-
ly, There is a law forbidding all the Roman citizens
10 be circumcifed like the Jews, or to caufe their
flaves to be circumciltd, upon pain of banifhment,
and awarding death to the phyficians that fhould -do
it. It alfo banifhes and condemns fometimes to death
the Jews that cut the children of another religion.
Did the Jews attempt to circumcife llrangers, in order
to increafe their numbers, whereby to go on after-
wards more effcflually in the reftoration of their com-
monwealth, as St. Chryfoftom has faid ? Some great
men have faid it after him* But it is not probable
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they believed, that the converted Roman citizens, or
their flaves, could make up a confiderabfe arm'y to
reftore their ftate. The Roman profelytes.werc ne-
ver fo numerous as to poHefs them with this ctmceit.
Thefe edicts were given only to prevent any changes
of religion, which now-and-then happened at Rome,
and fcandalized the heathens, lielides, Antoninus li-
cenlcd them to circumcife themfelves, after his war
with them. This prince being weary of their rebel-
lion, and feeing, that denying them this cultom exaf-
perated them, yielded (bmethine to pacify them :
but,they were not then in a condition to profelyte
fufficient numbers to forth armies, and reftore their
commonwealth. Adrian, who had forbidden them
circumcifion, offended the Jews in one of the princi-
ial afts ol their religion. It was robbing them of the
eal of the covenant, the mark that diftinguifhed them
from the heathens, and the grace of God, which they
thought annexed to this cuHom. And therefore, it
is no lurprifing thing that they fhould mutiny, when
they found themfelves deprived of this ceremony, to
which they were fo ftrongly attached.

Adrian alfo had lent a color\y to Jerufa- A colony fent
lem, and built a city upon its ruins, to to Jerufalem
which he gave his own name, and confe- e ihe
crated it to Jupiter Capitolinus. The fe-
cond caufe of the war is as much difputedas the firft,
fince Eufebius faj's, that the colony was not fent to
Jerufalem till after the taking of Bither. But Dion
faysj this colony was the caule of their rebellion, be-
<?au(e they could not bear to have ftrangers come and
live in their city, and worlhip ftrange gods there, fo
that we cannot doubt of the truth of the fafct. To re-
concile Eufebius and Dion, it appears that the empe-
ror’s firft defign was croftied by the Jews’ rebellion oc-
fore it was fully executed, becaule the Jews had ex-
pelled the new inhabitants; though the emperor ac-
complilhed h when he had fubdued them. So that he
had fent the colony before the war, as Dion affirms;
and he completed his projett, when the rebellion was
quelled, as Eufebius relates™® The ambition of Bar-
chochebas, who knew how to make his advantage of
the difturbance.which thefe two circumftances crea-
ted in the minds of the people, fully determined the
nation to profecute the war_ But to i'pcak. of the

falfe MefTiahs that have deceived their nation. The-
time was come, in which impoftors ap-
Gamaliel had pre-

f)eared with full alfurance.
een two of them pcrifti, and was fo moved
with the ill fuccels of their enterpri/.e, that
he would not have the progrefs of Chriftianity oppo-
led, being perfuaded that Providence would bring the
defigti to nought if it was not from heaven ; * Thcu-
das, faid he, before thefe days role up, wha was ftain,
and all, as many as obeyed him, were brought to
nought. After this man rofe up Judas of Gali ec, in
the days of the taxing, and he alfo periftied: and now
1 fay unto you, if this counfel be of men it will come
to nought.” The Chriftians, from an high fcnfe of
his great moderation and piety, afterwards canonized,
him. St. Luke, in the 5th chapter of the sorenen
A£ts of the Apoftlesj paruculiifly Ipeaks twDtdySi. '
of
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Tuk in A&t impoftors Theiidas and JudasofGa.
lilee, whom Gamaliel mentions lo the
people, as having prattifed their arts
heretofore to deceive; from which (though his de-
fign was to invalidate the apoltle’s dofclrine) it is
evident l'uch dcliifions had been praftiled. But the
Defeat of ju- Romans fent fbme forces againft Judas,
im. and he miferahly perifhed. Alexander,
Fadus’s fuccefl'or, perfccuted his chil-
dren, and caufed Uiem to be murdered. His fol-
lowers maintained their mailer’s dodtrine with an
iinlhaken confidcnce, in the midH of the molt cruel
tcNrturcs. They fubfiiled,* notwilhftanding the vio-
lence that was offered them after the taking of Je-
nifalcm, in avery ancient caftlc, where they were
lhut up; and the fugitives carried this dofclrine into
.I'-gyiTt, where it occalioncd new maffacres.
Unchochehgy Aftcrwards, Other impodors darted up,
theirch im- and, with the fame fallacious pretenfions,
p.itar, endeavoured to delude the credulc)us
inultitude; but the mod impious, daring, and in-
jurious, was Coz"iba, or Barchochebas. He was a
Vobber, like the reft, who hoped to inrich himfclf
ewith plunder, and acquire fome authority in his na-
tion by his outrages againft the Romans. It is pre-
tended that there were two impoftors of this name,
the grandfather and grandfon; and their hiftory is
thus related by the Jews. “ Coziba I. was elefted
king by the Jews two years after the ruin of the
tirft temple, and died at Either, a city in the neigh-
bourhood of Jerufalem, which was the capital of
his empire. His fon the Red lucceeded hirrt; and
afterwards reigned his grandfon Romulus, who was
called Coziba. The Jews aifembled about him, and
acknowledged him for the Melliah. The emperor
Adrian, having notice of it, came with a nume-
rous armj', took Bither, and deftroyed a multitude
of Jews H) the feventy-third year after the ruin of
the temple.” Hence it is concludcd, that the reign
of the two Coziba’s lafted one and twenty years.
Some extend it much J[arther, and make the firft
Coziba’s reign under Domitian. The ancient chro-
nicle of the Jews, on the contrary, .alTigns but two
years and a half to Coziba’s reign.
Thtrehas Some havc abfurdly fuppofed that there
kee"Liyone havc bceti two impoftors of the name of

c'Mba or Coziba or Batchocheba. Moft of the
Birchochela. acknowledge but one, and they are
right. For he that induced the Jews to rebellion

towards the end of Trajan’s reign, was not called
Barchochebas, but Andrea. Neither did he call
himfelf the Melfiah, and this rebellion was in E-
gypt; whereas that of Barchochebas hy>pened ;n
Juda:a. I'hey were unacquainted with Trajan’s ge-
nealogy, fince they fay, that he fent Adrian, his lif-
ter’'s fon, againft the Jews in E{?ypt; for Ulpia,
Adrian’s grandmother, was Trajan s aunt, and tnefe
two princes were only coufins. They err in mak-
ing the war with Coziba laft fo lon”, and give him

and his heirs and fucceflbrs, a reign of one and.

twenty years; for his race ended with him, and the
i

war terminated in a little time, as we fhall fee in
the fequel. They make him perifh in the feventy-
third year of the ruin of the temple. Adrian was
already dead, in the year 141, and the city Bither,
by which the war was concluded, had been taken
in the mighteenth of Adrian. This chronoloeical
error fuffices to fhew the mifreprefentations of the
relt. The author of the chronicle of the Jews is
more exad than his commentators; for he. makes
Coziba to reign but two years and a half, and fpeaks
but of one impoftoi. We muft, therefore, ac-
knowledge but one Coziba, who took the title of
Barchoclicbas, lived in Adrian’s reigii, and was the
Iburce of infinite mifchiefs to this nation. This im-
poftor, to facilitate the fuccefs of his en- n,,
terprife, changed his name, and took that ons on the
of the Son of the Star, or Barchochebas, p’ -

in order to have it believed that he was the Star
that “ Balaam had feen afar oft.” He maintained,
that he was one of the ftars of heaven, fent to fuc-
cour the people, and retrieve them from the op-
preflion under which they groaned.

Barchochebas alfB made choice of a fore-runner,
of the fame charafcter with himfe.f, who was very
afTiftant to him in thefe defigns. This was Akiba,
whom they fay defcended ~om Sifera, Account of
general of the army of Jabin, king of Akiba.
Tyre, and from a Jewifli mother. He
had fnent forty years upon the plains, in looking to
the flocks of a rich citizen at Jerufalem, called
Calba Chuva. His mafter’s daughter being in love
with him, and unwilling to marry a fliepnerd, ad-,
vifed him to apply himfelf to ftudy. Thcj' made a
clandeftine marriage, after which Akiba‘went and
fpent twelve years in the academy, and brought
back with him twelve thoufand fcholars. His wife
advifed him to return again. He continued ftill
twelve }ears more, and brought with him twenty
thoufand difciples. His wife came to meet him with
her clothes rent, beeaufe her father, provoked with
her marriage, had difinherited her; but no fooner
had he feen Akiba, than he fell at his-feet, revoked
his oath, and gave him a great part of his eftate.
He continued teaching and writing books, one
whereof is cabaliftical, and is called Jetfirah; but
it muft be diftinguifhed from that which is afcribed
to the Patriarch Abraham, and bears the fame
name. He was fo learned, as to give an account
of the leaft letter of the law. We find in the Mif-
nah and the Talmud, a thoufand fentences af-
cribed to him, and which are looked upon as fo
many judicious decifions. Thefe are the commen-
dations they gave this doftor, who caufed the defo-
lation of his country, and fupported the fraud of
an impoftor. No great weight, therefore, can be
laid upon what the Jews relate concerning the birth
and death of Akiba, fince they are fo perfetlly ig-
norant of the time.

When Akiba’s fame was at the height, o'*
and he was head of the Sanhedrim, Bar- 17
chochebas exclaimed, * Behold the Star duoi, *

that
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prcfidntof  that was to come om of Jacob,” and mnke
. w.e. himfcir liis fQ)it'-ruiiiu'r. TiuTc two iin-
dm poilors, availing thcmfclves of the preju-

dice of the people, who were for a conquerin' Mef-
liah, that flioiilu deliver them from the Roman yoke,
which the lad war and Adrian’s perfecution daily
made more infupportable; 1J'archochebas, who found
people difpofed to follow him, nnidered up an army
of aoo,5co men, and Bither was chofen for his rcfi-
dence and capital of his kingdom. The Jews callcd
it Bethtar, or the Houfe of Spies, bccaufe, after
the ruin of Jerufalem, ccntincls were placed there
to fpy thofe that went to Jerufalem, who were ac-
cufed of a)urting the Romans’ favour, and defirinp;
offices, or of felling their eOates, of which they
lliipped them, by virtue of diefe calumnies. They
even fometimes impeached them to the Romans,
under other pretences. Eufebius places this city in
the neighbourhood of Jerufalem; but there were
two cities of this name, one twelve, and the other
fiftv-two miles dillant from the holy city. Jerom
called thefe two cities lieilu'ron, *nd maiiitarns they
were built by Solomon, and ruined by the war.
Bethoron was given by Pharaoh for a portion to
his daughter, when flic married Solomon, who re-
Rored it to™the Leviics, in whofe partition it lay.
Hut, if we believe the Jews, this is not the true Bi-
ther, finCe one fignifies a lloufe of Spies, and the
other a Houfe of Liberty. Barchochebas chofe
this place to receivc the royal undion, and after-
wards caufed money to be coined, declaring himfelf
at the fame time the MefTiah, and Jewifh prince of
the nation. He waited to declare war, when the
entperor Adrian had left Egypt; but it bnrll out in
tlic year 131, in the feventeenth of Adrian’s reign,
Dion affcrts, that Adrian, having font
acolony to Jerufalem, and placed a fta-
tue of Jupiter where tbe temple of (iod
ftood, this foreign worfhip extremely aHctlcd the
Jews. “ However, Adrian’s prefence, who was
then in Egypt, and who went from thence to Sy-
ria, Itoppcd them for forne time. They contented
tilemfelves, during this time, with making inlper-
fftt arms, and Iclling tli“pm to the Romans, that
they might not employ them againlt themfelves;
but they revolted when the emperor was gone."
~ Adrian’s fccretarv, Phlcgon, has pre-
lerved a letter ot his niaiter, addrelled
rifeofthit to Servian the conful. He gives him an
| account of what he had feen in Egypt,
and of the turbulent inclii'ation of its inhabitants,
and makes him a prefent of Ibnie velfels, which he
had defigned for him and his filler. It is eafier to
kiiow the time of the Jewilh war from this letter,
than from the medals of tbe cities of Syria ; for it
muft have been written when the emperor left Egypt
Jr Syria. Servian, to whom this letter was written,
was his brother-in-law, finccbc made him a prefent
in common with his filter and himfelf. This Ser-
vian is callcfi conful, which dignity he had not un-
der Adrian till 134. We muft conclude, then, that
the emperor left not Egypt and Syria till the begin-
No. 33.

O inion of

Morercnuin,
proofs oi <®
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ning of that year, and that his abfence the famr;
year inltigated the Jews to rebellion. Anotlier hea-
then hiftorian, quoted by Eufebius, an'erts, that the
war was in its whole vigour: that Bither, which the
rebels had fortified, was taken the tenth of Auguft,
in the eighteenth year of Adrian. The war, there-
fore, began the preceding year, fince it was in its
vigour, and near its conclufioii. 'I'he emperor
gave his name to the city he had built about the
ruins of Jerufalem in the year 136, in which he ce-
lebrated his Vieenalia. So that the war began in
the Sear 131, and ended ”“wo vears after. Buona-
rotti produces a nriedai flruck by this prince in the
eighteenth year t)f his reign, for having obtained a
jreat vifctory over the re )els, and driven the Jews.
Vom Jerufalem. To this nothing can be objet\ed,
but the aiuhoritv of the Jews (juoted by Jerom,
who fay the war lafted three years and an lialf.

At firfl the Romans feem to have neglected this
revolt; as they imagined the Jews had neen fb ef-
fectually Imnibled by Trajan’s wars, that they could
hardly be fo foon 111 a condition to oppofe them.
But when they faw the numbers of the fe- The inpoior
ditious increafe, and that they fought »i« gfwu*
with a valour that feemed railed upon
defpair, that all the robbers of the neighbourin*
provinces joined them, in hopes of plunder, and
that not only Judira, but all the world was in mo-
tion, they were obliged to change their meafures.
Some thfnk fhat the emperor marched in perfoii
againfl the rebels, bccaufe they obferve, that this
prince, writing to the fenate, had not ventvircd to
prefacc his letters with the ordinary form, becauli:
of the great lolfes he had fuftained in this war:
but, on due inquirj", it ap lears that he carried it
on by his generals. Barciochebas, who was fu-
periorin troops, at firft r,ommitted great
ravages. Jultin Martyr coni”ilained, that
he only attacked and maflacred the Chrif-
tians, bccaufe they would' not abjure
their religion. His hatred»againft thcfe profcflbrs
of religion, and defpair of making the Chrilliani
embark in his riolent meafures, who had the faind
interefl as himfelf to declare againft the Roniaji!;,
might redouble his cruelty. But can it be ima-
gined that the heathens againft whom he declared
war, and the colony which Adrian had begun to
fend to Jerufalem, were more humanely treated by
this ufurper than the Chriftians? This impoflor
only favoured his own nation, and treated with the
utmofl barbarity all others that fell into his hands.

Eufelpilrls and Syncell;s wrjte, that the . . ¥,
general, who commanded the army in
Jndxa againfl Barchochelws, was called
Tinnius Rufus. Adrian, who was not
acquainted with the iiriportance of the war, fent
him at firft a great reinforcement; bat this com-
mander being often defeated, he fent for Julius Se-
verus, one of the greatefl generals of his age, frnni
Britain. This able commander, deeming it imj)ru-
dent to engage Ib powerful an a”my, he attacked
them in parties, ftraitjsned them in their camp,

8 A cut

commit,hy
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cut off tlieir provifions, and, by that means, grow-
ing Tuperior, laid liege to Biiher, which they made
their retreat.

Dtroripinmof
Biihtr, the
[\ viaali

rabbins fay, that there were in
that citv fouT hiiiidrr-(I colleges, in each
college four iuindred profcflors, and that
each profcllbr of thcfc* colleges had four
hundred fcholars, who, being mulleix'd up, made a
great army. They fullained the lirll clforts of the
liege, though they were very badly armed, and
unacquainted with difcipline. Barchochebas en-
couraged all his fubjefcl,”™ and executed Tryphon, a
famous rabbin, who talked of furrendering. Ne-

itiji.hen, verthelefs, the city was taken, and Bar-
* " m ' chochebas was killed. Adrian, to whom
ce« jia brought his head, was (lefirousto lee
his body; but when they attempted to carry it,

they found a ferpent about iiis neck, wbich fright-
ened the bearers, and the prince acknowledged that
(iod alone could kill that man. However,'they
have fince owned the impolture of this man, whom
they afterwards called Bachozab, or the lon of a
lye. The fcbolars, who had fo well defended the
placc, were bound, with their book*;, and thrown
into the fire. They add, that thg, llaughtcr was lo
great, that more people died in this war than ca\ne
out of Egyjit. Upon one fingle (tone were found
the fkulls of three hundred children. The inliabi-
tants of thefe places did not dung their ground
for feven years together, being fufficifcntly fattened
by the carcafes > therefore they have inferted in

their liturgy a hymn appointea for the fad cele- .

brated the eighteenth of the month of Ab, which
anfwers to the months of July and Augult, in which
they call Adrian a fecond Nebuchaanezzar, and
pray God to remember this cruel prince, who de-
Itroyed 480 fynagogues. As for Akiua, after a”ery
I'evere imprilonment, he was condemned to a cruel
death, and with him, the Jews tell us, died the
glory of the Jewifh laws.

It is true, cDion reprefents this war as

Til ltwar n

attendtd with One of the cruellelt that ever was. The
hoiri“diTuﬂii- Romans were frequently«beaten, and loll
A abundance of good troops. The Jews,

who had at that time a profound vene
ration for Solomon’s tomb, faw it fall, and at once
the wild beaUs entered Jenifalem, which was an
omen of the following llaughter. The prefage was
not infignihcant; for nve hundred and eighty thou-
fand perfons were killed in the battles, and the
numbers that perifhed by famine, mifcry, or fire,
cannot be reckoned. After the taking of Bither,
the Jews had Hill fifty fortified caflles, and troops
to defend them. It feepis alfo, from a medal that
the emperor Itruck the”year following, that he had
obtained a viClory over them that year; but in re-
ality the refinance was not long, and the leaders
being taken off, the reft more eafily fubmitted to
the viftors.
The building of vElia fjerulalem) was
finiihed by Adrian, and the Jews of St.
Jcrom’s time r;diculou{ly afcribc this
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work to jfLlius Titus, their deflroyer.
Epiphanius fays, that he gave Aquila his ~
brother-in-law the care of thele buildings. But
this profelyte, who turned Jew. after he had em-
braced ChrifUanity, had no confanguinity with
this prince; nor do we find that he was ititrulfcd
with the infpcttion of thele buildings. The cir-
cumfercnco of the new city was Ibmewbat diffyr.'iit
from the old; fcvcral places being includ«d in it,
that were formerly without the gates; but in the
main, they made ufe of the founaations of the Hrlt
city. Valefius denies it, and for a reafon allcdges,
that Adrian would be far from rebuilding a city
fo inimical to the Romans; alitf favouring the Jews,
who had brought upon him llich a wretched war.
But this prince did not do it in favour to the
Jews, he gave It to other inhabitants. And there-
fore hillorians obferve, that they began to fettle
a bifliop there, who came of heathen race; the
defign was, to moriify ttie old inhabitants, by ex-
cluding them for ever from their primitive babita-'
tion. ,

Adrian had, it lecms, prohibited their
return for ever; and, to make the city
odious, if it were pofTible, he changed
the ufe of the remaining monuments of
old Jerufalem ; for he' employed the
ftones that had been ufed in the building
of the temple to make a theatre, and he erefled
ftatues of falfe god.', in the places where the temple
formerly flood. And laflly, St. Jerom fays, that
he’ cauled the image of a hog to be pkced over
the gate that led to Bethlehem, to fliew that the Jews
were fubjefci to the power of the Romat><;; but he
is miltaken; the fwine was not placed there to in-
dicate the Jews’ flaycry, but to make them abhor
entering into Jerufalem, becaufe they hated this
animal, the ufe of which was forbidden by the
law, and they thought the gate was defiled and pro-
faned by this figure.

Adrinrfn-

den Jtrufs-

wit>hert.
s toged

The tnore en'ettually to evacuate the Hecaufrs
cityl)f its old inhabitants, Adrian caufed numbers of
a great part of them to be fold at the fair
of Terebinth. Hegefippus fays, that the
Terebinth was a tree, th« had continued
from the creation of the world, undei which they

met to traffic; but it was the place where Abraham
had pitched his tent, and received the angels, which
made it venerable. The Jews were expofed to fale
there at the price of horfes; and thofe that could
not be fold, were carried to another fair, which
was kept at Gaza. In Jerom’s time, they applied
lo this mifery thefe words: “ Aery was heard in
Ramah, Rachel weeping for her children;” be-
caufe their mifery and affliClion were excefTivc.
This father alfo applied to the miferies that hap-
pened under Adrian this prophecy of Zechariah:
“ 1 will feed the flock of flaughter;” becaufe that
he had learnt from the tradition and ancient hiftory
of the Jews, that this prince had put a great number
to death, puniflied others with the mofl rigorous
fcverity, and fold them at Terebinth, or carried

them
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them into Egypt. This father acquaitts us with
three things; 1. That he had read the traditions and
hiHory of the Jews concerning their calamities, and
thcreKjre there mull liave been fuch at that time.
2. That Terebinth fair ftill continued; but that the
Jews were afliamed to be prefent at it, becaufe tliey
remcmbergd the ufage of their fathers. He adds,
in another place, that the Jews aUcmbled, and came
in his tfinc to buy of the foldiers the liberty of fee-
ing Jerufalem. They could not weep without pay-
ing for it. The old men and women were fcen with
tears in their eyes, to repair to the Mount of Olives,
and bewail the deltruftion of the temple. The fol-
diers made great advantage of the Jews’ veneration
tor the remains of the holy city, and of Adrian’s
fcverity of forbidding their entrance for ever; for
they fold to them, at a dear rate, the fight of this
gl:e, and the liberty of ilrewing perfumes upon a
e there. Jerom alfiires us, that Adrian con-
veyed part of thcfe prifoners to Egypt, where their
number was confiderably augmenterl.
Aai, nftanp» Having thus fucceGfully concluded the
nmtcbU oiil War in Juda?a, Adrian Irampcd medals,
tondmiig  on which was feen a woman holding two
naktd children, and facrititing upon an
altar, with thefe words:

ADVENTUS AUG. JUDAMN. M.
The Arrival, of the Eviperor in_JUD jEA.

Triflan thought, that the w”oman who facrifices re-
prefents this fubdued province, which confents to
Thrir hum- bccome heathen, and to facrifice to the
Med ftate falfe gods; and that flie brings to the
»vbodtion, altar two naked children, to Uiew that
lhe renounced circumcifion. The emperor meant
rather to fignify, by the altar and the acriHce, that
the old religion was abolilhed in this province,
which htf had colonied with new inhabitants. We
fee another medal of this fame prince, wher6 JU-
DAEA is reprefented as a woman on her knees,
giving her hand to the emperor, and three children
imploring mercy. One of thefe children is naked.
Will it be faid, that the defign of it was to (hew
his not being circumcifed ? The medalift’s inten-
tion was to imprefs a monument,* reprefenting the
liibmiflion anci defperate mifery of Judsea, after
N

Barcbochcba’s defeat. . n

More lenity ) mu'cTl mOfC
fhew' trthe  fortunate. Trajan had carried t&c war
jtwi of tie  againit them as far as Mefopotamia." But

*ile Adrian, upon his accelTion to the thVone,
having preferred an inglorious peace to a doubtful
war, confented that the Euphrates fhould Be made
the boundary of the Roman empire. So that the
Jews of this country had »o (hare in this prince’s
war againft their nation.

A confederacy had, indeed, been form-
ed of three forts of Jews. Some inhabi-
tants of the neighbouring provinces, ani-

efThe'jewi.
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mated with the hopes of plunder, and the firft ad-~
vantageoiis fucccHes, joined their ancient enemies,
to fight the Romans. Many Jews of other pro-
vinces of the empire, who (till breathed after their
liberty, and fought an opportunity of recovering
it, laid hold on this. Perhaps, too, fome camc
from the remoieft jwrts, and from beyond Eu-
phrates, to the fuccour of thfir brethren, and,
therefore, the number of the dead amounted to
above fix hundred thoul'and, which number could
not have been found in Judara alone, after what it
had buffered under Trajan.. Neverthelefs, it cannot
be faid that Adrian himfelf carried the war into the
eaft, and pafled the f~uphrates; for he went into
his retreat of Tivoly,'where he rendered himfelf
completely odious, by the excrcife of the various
cruelties he committed.

Tliis prince alfo added a new degree of
mifery to the jews, by impofing on them ¥idmilie
a tribute for the liberty of reading the J"-
Bible in Hebrew, and that this tribute was fbll paid
in Tertullian’s time; for he fays, it) his'apology,
that the Jews every fabbath purchafed the liberty ot
reading publickly by a tax they paid. They fay,
that the Jews, that had highly eitceined the Septu-
agint verfion, began to abhor it, when they per-
ceived it was more tiavourable to tht Chriftians than
the Hebrews. But Adriati commanded them only
to ufe this verfion; fo that they were forced to pay
money to read the Hebrew in the fynagogues on the
fabbath day.

The Jews were equally unfortunate in

. . X ; Anfori
their pretended friends, as in their avow pl'ﬂ,frmlff far
ed enemies, Antoninus Pius, who was vour!th(
adopted by Adrian, and raifed to the {re§ ™
higheft dignities, is reprefented as a va- maket war
luable friend and patron of the Ifraelites, uponthem.

having himfelf fubmitted to the rite of
circumcifion. However, he always diffembled his
real principles, and was, in reality, devoted to the
worfhip of idols. Notwithftanding this, he openly
favoured the Jews, ftrenuoufly applied himfelf to
the fhidy of tlk>ir law, and was one of the compo-
fers of the Mifhnah, which is lo called from its
being a repetition of the Jewifh laws, rites, andcc*
remonies. Antoninus was, however, foon under tlic
neccflity of making war upon the Jews, as they re-
belled againft his government. The prohibition of
circumcifion, by the emperor Adrian, remained in
force ; and the Jews were obliged to fubmit, on
account of the immenlc power which he had in
his hands. As it may be fuppofed, they took
every opportunity of breaking through the obliga-
tion which militated fo powerfully againft their ini-
tiatory rites, in procefs of time they gained ftrength
enough to oppofe by open arms, and were refolved
to oblige Antoninus to give them this liberty. The
Jews were defeated by Antoninfts; but he after
wards reflored to them the privilege of circumci-
fion, though under certain reftritlions.
At that time, Judin Martyr hacj a con-
fcrence with 'Jryphon. The Jews fp«ak

Confrrenc*of
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1" \Vibji,j ~ famous Rabbin, who was prcccptor
or collcaguc with Ai”~iba, called Try-
phon; and Dr. Lighifoot thinks it was

iie diat Juitin Martyr difputcd with. He was not

niily rich, but charitable; for wc are told that Akiba,
being cmjiloycd to take care of the poor, he gave
him 4000 gold crowns, which he diltributed in one
day. Though he. was a diltiple of Schammy's
Ithool, yet he has been efleemcd, and many fcn-
tences of his arc ptefcrvcd and infcrted in the max-
ims ()f the fathers. He folicits men to haften their
fandification, bccaufe o™ the brevity of huTnairlife.
(Jod demands it, and the recompence will be con-
fidcrablc. Ncvcnheleis, he tcaches, “ That man
is not obliged to the performance of the whole law;
and provided he docs his endeavour to know but
one part of it, yet he (ball receive a great re-
vard.”

The fame perfon teaches, that the name of twelve
letters cea(l?a 10 be pronounced at that time. The
name of Jehovah is ineffable, bccaufe it cxprcfT'es
thecHcnce of God w'ithout ambiguity, whereas the
others only make him known by his attributes.
There was, moreover, a dilputc among the doc-
tors about the manner of pronouncing it. The
prophane, who increafcd their numbers after the
death of Simectn the Jult, abufed it ; and, there-
fore, they left off pronouncing it. Inflead of this
ineffable name, was lublliturcci one of twelve let-
ters, which the prieft uttered in giving the blcf-
fing to the people. But Tarphon ailirms, that one
day coming near the pried to hear him pronounce
his beneditlion, he perceived that he did not arti-
culate the twelve letters; but that he only mut-
tered, whiUt the brethren fang; and the reafon of
this change proceeded from the number of the
prophane, which was increafcd. They highly com-
mend the wifdom of this Tarphon, and his know-
ledge in the law.

MarcuiAurt. Matcus Aurelius was naturally of a
liui 1w mild temper,* yet this exempted not the
»iththejews> jg”~*s from great mifcries during his
reign. This prince had fuch an opinion of them,
that as he once pafl'ed through Juua:a in his way
to Kgypt, he cricd out, that be had found people
as wicked as the Marcomans and Sarmatians,
thofe barbarous nations, that made continual war,
and ravaged a great part of his f~mnire in his
reign, Befidesj there were two circumltances very
prejudicial to them, Vologcfus king of Parthia
was making warlike preparations at tie time that
Antoninus died; and he commenced the war a lit-
tle after his death, by violent incurfions. Severi-
an, the governor of Cappadocia, attempting to op-
pofe him, perifhed, with his whole army. Marcn-
jng afterwards into Syria, the Parthians made terri-
ble dellrufction. The eafk'rn Jews, who were fulv
jeft to the Parthians, and enemies to the Romans,
joined them, and increafcd the number of their
troops. Marcus Aurelius fent Lucius Vcrus, his
colleague, with ,the bell officers of the empire;

but he flogped at Antioch to relax, and left the
war to the uiaiiagement of his generals.

Caflius, who commanded, beat Vologefus, and
purfued him to his capital Cteiinhon, which he
took, and demolifhed the palace of the kings. Ba-
bylon, w'hich fUll made fome figure, Melbpota-
mia, and the lands of the Medes, where there were
a great number of Jews, were laid wafte. Seleu-
cia, upon the banks of the Tigris, voluntarily fur-
rendered; but the Romans, violating the capitula-
tion, lulled foul or five hundred thoufand perfbns.
By a treaty of ])cace, concludcd four years after
the beginning of the war, Mefopotamia and Of-
rcne, however,, remained fubjed to the Romans.
Thus the-Jews of this countr) were reduccd once
more under their obedience. Caffius, who left the
eafl to vanquifh the Sarmatians, flufhed
with fo many exploits and victories,
which railed him to the rank of he-
roes, encouraged,, as is laid, by ?'aufti- .
na, Marcus Aurelius’'s wife, who was for making
him an emperor,, that fhe might marry him after
her hufband’s death, afluined the title of emperor
in Syria, where he was governor, having iirfl Ipread
a report, that the throne was vacant by Marcus
Aurelius’s death. His reign was but a dream, for
it lalled but three months and fix days. How-

dricy wiih,

ever, the Jews, who only waited for an opportu-
nity to rife, feein" the fire kindled in the neigh-
bourhood, added niel to the flames, ijy joining

with the rebels. Marcus Aurelius pardoned the
children of CafTius, whofe head had been brought-
to him, and fpared the blood of the fenators, who
had engaged in the confpiracy. He even ranfed
his letters to b'i buint, that they mif~ht not be known.
But he could not bear the infult which the Jews had
offered him, and, to punifh them, he renewed Adri-
an’s laws againfl them. Whether thefe laws were
ill executed, particularly in Afia, where the Jew#
were numerous, and very remote from the capital;
or that they purchafed the liberty of annoying the
«Chriftians, they fignalified tbemfelves in this coun-
try by their hatred. Juftin Martyr had before
charged’ thern with the confequences of this paflioi\,
which frequently broke out. But they manifefted
it at Smyrna in Folycarp’s martyrdom; for they not
only joined their voices with the heathens, in cry-
ing, H the theatre, “ He is an Aihcift,” but wcre
alfo the moft vehement round his pile. They perfe-
cuted this gre”™t man after his death, by foliciting
the judge to deny his body to the Chriftians; but
at laft, the captain of the guards feeing the bitter
rage of the Jews againft the dead body, caufed it
to be reduced to afbes.

Though thefe commotions might be
made by a mutinous rabble, and tolc-
rated by reafon of the hatred to the
ChrifUans; yet it is certain, that the Jews enjoyed
great liberty of confcience at Smyrna; fince they
were prefent at the theatre, and diltinguifhed them-
fclves from the heathens. Moreover, wc find ibmc

foot*
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footftcps of their authority in Phrygia, by the an-
f'wers t lat an orthodox perfon made to the Monta-
iiifls, who accufed them of being murderers of the
prophets; “ Is there, one of them that from the
origin of their ic6l has been pcrfecuted by the Jews,
or killed by the impious? Is there any woman who
has been whipped in the fynagogues or Itoned?”
This author attributes to the Jews the perlecution
of tht™ Chriftians, and the breaches that divided
Chrilhanitv. He adds the power of Icourging. The
uncontrouled and numerous rabble' in Afia, in
Marcus Aurelius’s time, purfued the Chriltians in
the llrcets with lloiies, and fometimes crucified
them. It is even very probable, that Thrafeas, bi-
(hop of Eumenia, or of Emalhifar in Phrygia Pa-
catiana, was martyred in this manner. Tlie cir-
cuincilied mu(t have been numerous in this part of
the world, fince Montanus endeavoured to allure
them, by giving the name of Jerufalem to two lit-
tle cities of Phrygia, which he looked upon as the
principal feats of his fed.
Aiewprofe- About this time, there happened .the
lyiebapiiieiconvcrfion and unufual baptilm of a Jew.
wthfaiid. man of this nation travelling in the
reign of Marcus Aurelius with ChrifUans in a de-
fen, was taken with fuch a violent thirll, that it was
thought he was going to expire. He demanded
baptinn with impatience, which made the Chrilti-
ans uneafy, as being utterly deflitute of water.
One of them fupplied the defetl, by taking fand,
which he threw upon the Catechumen’s body, pro-
nouncing the baptifmal form. The Jew recovered
by this new baptifm, and marched on to the city
of Alexandria. Dionyfius, who was then bifhop
there, being informed of the fad, ordered the Jew
to be re-baptiied with water. Nicephorus adds,
that fuch another indance happened under Atha-
nafius, and he has annexed a third example, that
fell out in his time at Conltantinople.

convcrfion of Hegefippus,
who lived at that time, feems dubious to
many. It is agreed that Ire was a*Jew,
and that he embraced Chriltianity; buffome fefta-
rifts reprefent him as a kind of half Chriltian, in not
being brought to give up certain tenets he had im-
bibed from his infancy. Though the truth would

converged.

Hu doftrire weakened by the lofs of its de-
uHutiyc™>  fenders, and by the judgment we form
lumiakd ~t this da/ of liis dodtine, yet we can-

not forbear faying, that the arguments produced a-
gainft him are very weak: for Eulebius only fays,
that he had publilhed feveral things drawn from
the Hebrew and Syriac gofpel, and the unwritten
traditions of the Jews. It fhould, therefore, be
concluded, that he continued a Jew, becaule he
ufed the unwriittn traditions of the fynagogue; as
it is concluded he was an Ebionite, bec4ufe he
has fometimes quoted the Hebrew gofpel. Never-
thelefs, nobody denies that he embraced Chrillia--
nity. Hegefippus fays, that he went to Corinth,
where the church cominued conltant in the purity
of the faith, and that Primusj who was then bifhop
No. 33.
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of it, gave him great comfort by the difcourfes they

, had concerning the truth. From thence he went to
Rome, and maintained conftant communion with
the bifhops who held that fee. The church of Co-
rinth was neither Arian nor Ebionite. Megefip-
pus attributes to it the profeffion of a true faith,
iie united with this bifhop, and converfed with him
about this pure faith; it is, therefore, indifputable
that Hegefippus was of the fiime religion with the
bifhop and the church, whofe purity of faith he
comm~ds, and that he held the dofclrine received
at G'orinth and Rome. ,

We are told by Hegefippus, that there were tra-
ditions among the Jews, and that they were not
written in his time. We have reafon, therefore,
to think, that Judah the Saint did not compofe the
Mifiiah till Commodus’s reign, towards the end of
the fecond century, fince they were not yet pub-
lifhed in Hegefippus’s time, who lived under Mar-
cus Antoninus. Eufebius had firft placed him un-

der Adrian ; but it feems that he difcovered his er-
ror, and correded it.

Hegefippus, likewife, fpeaks of four Differentfeai
famous fcfcts among the Jews; the Sama- »"on| t=

ritans, the Pharifees, the Sadducees, and

the Efl'enes; to which he adds the Galileans. Thefe
were the followers of that famous Judas, who rofe
in the days of the taxing made by Auguflus, and
who would not have the emperors acknowledged
~or their lords, nor tribute paid to them. 1 his fpi-
rit of fedition was flill in being, and thefe fefcla-
ries were thofe who had caufed the terrible rebel-
lions which completed the ruin of the nation. The
Hemcro-baptifls are charged by Epiphanius with hav-
ing incorporated all the errors of the Pharifees and
Sadducees; but 1do not fee what reafon there is for
this accufation; for their name only denotes their
care to wafh themfelves every day, or many times
in a daj’. It was a branch of the Pharifcesw that
Chrifl taxed with fondnefs for wafhings, and who
afterwards fepaiated from .the body of the fed to
make a particular one, and, perhaps, a more rigid
one, in point oi" wafhings.

The Mafbothctans are ranked by Hegefippus a-
mongft the Jtwifh feds. This fed. arole after our
Saviour; for they arc not known from the gofpel,
nor by any more ancient author. Wc difcovcr
their true opinion in the apoftolical conflituttons:
they denied a Providence, and believed that every
thing happQjied by chancc : they alfo rejeded
the dodrine of the immortality of the foul. So
that the Mafbothaeans were a oranch of the Sad-
ducees; as the Hcmero-baptifls proceeded from the
Pharifees. 1 know not wherefore it has been thought
that their name was borrowed from the fabbath,
which they obferved more religioufly thcyi others
for there is no analogy betwixt the terms Nfafbo-
thaeans and Sabbatarians. It was the charader of
the heretics of that time to confound languagey,
and to coin unknown words from them. There
were other Mafbotha;ans, difciples to Simon Ma-
gus, which Theodorct has diftinguifhcd from rhe

8li Jewifh
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Jcwifh feftaries, and ewith reafon; for they derived
that pedigree from one Mafbothieiis, their found-
er, and may be ranked among Chrillian lieretics.

Other A very difFertnt account was given by

fthejewj Juflin Martyr, to Trypljon, of the fc£ts

un i that divided the Jews of his age, tliough,
X he was cotcmporary wijui llcgcfippus.

He pafTes over the Efl'cnes in filcncc, as if they
were vani/hedj and | could ealily believe that He-
gcfippus only mentioned them, becaufe they had
formerly madie a confiderable fchifm in the nation.
Juftin Martyr maintains three fe£ls, the Genifls,
the Merifls, and the Hellenills. It is faid, the Ge-
nills derived their glory, from being the defccnd-
cnts of Abraham the Father of the faithful. The
Merills divided the fcripture, and did not receive
all the prophets, becaufe they were animated by
different fpirits. Thcfe Mcrids might be thole
mentioned by Benjamin of I’udcla. He found a
fchifm at Cairo, bccaufe the Jews of Babylon and
of the Irack divided the fcripture differently from
thofe of Syria. The former fo partitioned it, as to
read itall in one year, the others nuiltiplying the
fcClions read it but in three years. Sea iger ima-
gined that the fchifm was between the Greeks and
Babylonians, becaufe he had read in Benjamin the
word Igrikim, which he trandated * the Greeks.”
But Conttantine the emperor, who publifhed and
tranflated his travels, read it inauiin. The Jews of
the Irack were, perhaps, llegefippus’s Merilts, who
began to feparate about the manner of reading an3
dividing the fcripture.

The Hellenifts began alfo fo fet im a
ncw lect, ot which It will not be amils to
trace the original. After the conquefts
of Alexander the Great, a diftinftion was made of
the Hellenift Jews, which is exprefled in great cha-
raElers in the gofpel. This name was given them,
becaufe they were mingled with the Greeks, fpoke
their language, and read the holy fcriptures in
hj after they were tranfljited. W c obferve this only
ditterence between them and the other Jews, with
whom otherwife they partook in thg, fame religion,
J'acrifices, and ceremonics.

According to Scaliger, the jealoufy and hatred
were of very long ftanding betwixt thefe two parts
of the nation, aiid that they had always made a
i.ind of fchifm. They reproached the Hellenills
mpith reading the fcripture in the Egyptian way,
from the left to the right, and this was kind of an
affront. From reproaches they came to blows; and
whilft the fecond temple flood, Eleazar the fon of
Tfadoc, entering the fynagogue of the Alexandri-
ans at Jerufalem, faid the mod provoking things
his rage could fugged. Scaligcr found traces of
this fchifm as low as the twelfth century. |If Sca-
liger was right, the fe£l of the Hellenids would be
much more ancient than wc make it. But though
there was fome iealoufy betwixt the Helleniils and
the Jews of Paleftine; yet it proceeded not to fc-
paratiou or fchifm. The Hellenids were even per-
tnittcd to build many fynagogues at Jerufalem for
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their ufc, where they performed their devotions,
whild Jofephus has related no difpute upon this
matter, nor Philo complained, that his countrymen
were ill uCed. The learned are divided, and run
into extremes, as to the rife, caufe, and time, of
the diviiion. Some, as Salmafius, think they have
proved, that the Bible was never read in Greek,
jecaufe it is not read in Arabic, which is more com-
mon, and better known by the Jews than the,,Greek
could be. Another joins together both Hellenids
and Jews into one fynagogue at Jerufalem; and fan-
cies that he finds a proof of it in the hidory of tl»e
Atls, wliere the Jews and Grefks were divided
about the creation of the deaconcffes; which could
not have happened, had they not been both in the
lame fynagogue, as if the queflion there was not a-
bout the converted (Greeks and Jews, who made but
one body in ihc church, wiitre they could not con-
tinue long witliout dividing. Others, prepoffe(fi?d
in favour of the Septuagint verlion, find it every
where, and exalt it far above the original.

Tlie fated way is to embrace a due medium. Ne-
ceffity required thaV the Helienifb, who TheUwread
underdood not Hebrew, fhould read the
law in Greek in their fynagogues. Though
it were true, that Philo, and fome other
of the learned, underdood the Syriac, there would
be dill the fame neceflity of the Greek verfion for
that great number of ik'llenids that were in Kgypt,
and in all the great cities of Afia under the Roman
jurifditlion. 1 he Jews of Jerufalem could not con-
demn this pradice, fince they had fuch another in
ufing the Chaldee parapkrai'es; and when there
were no written paraphrales, they filled up this de-
feat by an application of each verfe, which cufloin
being as ancient as E/ra, authorifed that of the
Greek verfions in all the places where the C-hal-
dee was not the language of the country. Simeon
the fon of Gamaliel, who lived at the time of Ti-
tus’s war, determined that the law might be read
and written in Greek. We fhall fee hereafter why
the Gemara has limited this decifion to the five
books of Mofes. We may add, that R. Levi, com-
ing to Cefaraea, where there were many Greeks,
was furpriled to hear the Hebrew words, Hfar, O
Ifxicl,” pronounccd in Greek. But R. Jofes afked
him, whether thofe that underdood not Hebrew
never read the law; and added, without waiting for
an anfwer, “ [I'nat whoever reads in a language he
knows or underdands, does his duty.”

Lightfoot, who could not deny but that Goinionof
there were Greek copies in the fynagogues, Lgtiuo.
imagined that they were placed there by
way of precaution, that when the heathens came in to
explode their religion, they might be cx)nvinced by
their own eyes, that it was not bad. To own that
there were (ireek copies in the fynagogues, is to
confefs that the law was read in this language, and the
iicbrews hindered not a cudom that was univerfally
received in the regions of the Roman empire. Ne-
verthelefs, they both of them confidered the original
as facrcd, and preferable as well lo the verfions as to

Chal-
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Chaldee paraphrafcs, becaufe it was God that had
made choice of this tongue.
Septuedint, Thc progfcl's of Chrjftianity diflurbed
«hy cried tills harmony of the Jews. The Chriltians
difpnting with them always ufcd the ver-
fion of the LXX. which not only was better known,
but more advantageous to them. Juitin Martyr pro-
duce proofs out (»fit; for he taxes the Hebrews with
havini” lately (truck out thele words of Jeremy, * |
am like a lamb that is led to the ilaughter,” which
were found in the Septuagint verfion. He carried his
proofs farther, in quoting a paflage of Eidras, which
IS no where to be found, and" which he is accui'ed of
having put into Greek, though it be more than
probable, that this fraud v.'hs more ancient than he
that made ufe of it. Thefe rcnroaches, well or ill
grounded, began to difguft the Jews with the (ircek
verfion, .md to give them lefs eileem for thofe who
were obliged to ufe it. The originals were cried
up above tiie verfion, which was rejedted, and found
pernicious; they flew into an extreme, and this dif-
putc produced the following eff'qfts;

1. The name of Hcllenilt became odious, and

dy)fe that bore it, finding themfelves abufed with
bitter reproaches, fet up the fett mentioned by
Judin Martyr. Here, then, you have the origin of
the fe6. 2. They attempted new verfions, of which
we fhall give an account. 3. The Gemarills not
being able to prohibit the reading of the Greek
books, confined it to the Pentateuch; becaufe thefe
five books contained lefs difpuied prophecies than
thofe of the other prophets. 4. As the hatred to
the Hellenilts continua ly increafed, thofe fabulous
prodigies were invented, faid to be wrought at the
time that the Septuagint verfion was compofed, and
they tal~d of a faft that was celebrated on the ac-
count of this verfion, of which no mention is made
in the Talmud.

Thus it is we difentangle the hiftorv of the Hel-
lenifts, and not only extricate it with probability,
but our opinions are founded upon many irrefraga-
ble tellimoiiies. Thefe new fettaries appeared,
therefore, a little before Jullin Martyr, or, rather,
the name of Hellenifts, which was hardly cKlious be-
f)re, grew fo then, and became the title of a fe6™

Several tranflations of the fcripture were made by
the different parties, and this'mrt of bufinefs be-
came much in fafhion among the Jews. Whether
the Hellenifts we have been fpeaklng of dcfired it,
or that they “pme more neceflary to difpute a-
gainfl the Chriftians difpcrfed over all the Roman
empire i* Aquila was the firlt that engaged in it;
'mwiofc verfion was received with a general applaufe
of the Hellenifts. Origen affirms, 'i’hat ail the Jews
Varmuitranf- undei;ftand the flebrew were
laiom accuitomed to this verfion, which they

looked upon to be the bcft of all. Phi-

Icftrius not only fays the lame thing, but adds, that

fome hereiicks followed it. In the mean time, the

Talmudifts, full of that jcaloufy that had for fome

time prevailed agaiuil the Hcllcpiits, niadc their
1
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efforts to difguft the people with it, and redtice
them to the Hebrew Bible. We find in their writ;
ings leveral itrokes of cenfurc againft the Greek
one. The Chrillians complained of it, becaufe it
came from a fufperted hand, and which had robbed
them of many places (jf fcripture; but, however,
they fometimes made ufe of it; and St. Jerom, who
had condemned it, praifcd afterwards the exadnefs
of the author. Theodotion made another of them.
The Jews carried off this conqueft from the church;
for Theodotion, who was born an heathen, had em-
braced Chriftianity; by being brought over to
Judaifin, was circumcifed. He was a native of
Pontus, where he had known Marcion, his coun-
tryman, and had entered into his fetl. From thence
he went to Ephefus, where the Jews were nimie-
rous and conhderable; and he lilted into the fynai-
gogue. It leems that this was an invafion upon Aiv-
toninus’s law, who forbatle the Jews the making of
profelytes, and circumcifing them, litu we have
already obferved, that thefe laws were ill cxe'cutefi
in Afia, and perhaps Marcus Aurelius had revok(;d
them; for Theodotion made no myftcry of his cir-
cumcifion, and the Chriftians knew it well enough.
He learnt of his new malters Hebrew enough to
tranflate the fcripture, 01, rather, to copy the Sep-
tuagint; for he followed them fo clofe, tnat Origen
made ufe of his verfion to fill up the chafms an’i
vacuities that were found in the Septuagint. It is
faid, that be publifhed it the firit year of Commo-
clus’s reign, according to the cuHom of that time;
for the learned took a piide to publifh their works
in the Decennalia, or A~cennalia, and at the birth
of princes, or when they came to the thrdne.
Not to difpute about this cuflom, did a Jew make
a fufficient figure in the empire to honour Commo-
dus’s coronation by a verfion of the holy fcriptures?
As odious as his perfon muft have been, tl>e Chril-
lians reaped fome advantage by his work, and to
read publicly his tranflation of the prophet Daniel,
becaufe that of the Septuagint was full of faults;
or, rather, becaufe this verfion was by an hand that
was much infiirior to thofe that had worked upou
the Pentateuch. Alfo the Ebionites and Nazarenes
preferred it before all others. Symmacbus com-
pofed a third tranflation in Severus's reign. It ap-
peared much clearer, and more ufefu.l, than the pre-
ceding ones; becaufe this author had more refpetl
to the lenf'e than to the fignification of words. 1he
Chriftians made ufe of all thefe tranflations, though
they were only made to their prejudice, and by d.oc-
tors that infinitely hated them. However, the ver-
fion of tlie Septuagint Hill raifed its head above
all thefe new-fangled pieces. In the mean time, it
muft be owned, that they were only un.dcrtakcn to
weaken«its authority, to hinder its being ufcd in
the fynagogues, as it hitherto had been, and to pre-
vent the Chriftians, who difputed with the Jews,
from drawing objeftions out of it; tor, indeed,
thefe laft interpreters, had robbed us of Ifaiah’s ora-
cle; “ A virgin Uiall bring forth,” Uk. vii. 14.
Pef-
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Pcfcennius Niger, being proclaimed

They fuffer A i .
on account of emperor in Syria, endeavoured to bring
the war be.  the Jews into his intereft, but found them
tween Niger . -

«nd seveivi. unfhaken in their attachment to Sevcrus.

The Jews who refided between theTy-
gris and the Euphrates, I'ufiered very much from the
war which was carried on between thefe mighty dif-
putants for the imperial crown; efpecially as Seve-
rus was obliged to carry his arms into the ea(t, a-
gainft the king of Parthia.

Ajubiitece- e Jcrom fays, that in the twelfth year
ichmed. of Severus ajijbilee was celebrated. This
term is peculiar to the Jews; but Scali-
ger has remarked, that whatfoever way we reckon
the years, the Jewifh jubilee could not happen in
this. The Chriftians had borrowed this word from
the fynagogue. But yet it was not ajubilee of the
church ; and thofe that ihould refer the origin of
that celebrated at Rome to this, would be grofsly
rniftaken ; but Severus caufing the fecular games
to be celebrated in the empire, the Chriltians who
partook in the fea(t called it ajubilee.
Thejewiare Caracalla followed his father’s fteps ;
faouedur  nor can it be doubted but that he loved
iierCaric*!l..’ e Jew” from his childhood, fince one
of them at court, who was his play-fellow, being
whipped by the emperor’s order, he was fo afflicted,
that he would not fee his father for feveral days. So
that, as we do not find he afted againft the Jews,
we have rcafon to believe that they took the adr
vantage of a quiet interval, to make their colleftion
of traditions.
Tiaditions There were two forts of traditions,
pscultar tothe  fome tlrat were peculiar to the Hellen-
Hslenilis, and jfts and others received by the He-
gnrsote  phrews of the Holy Land, defcended
from the Pharifees. The former tradi-
tions, vented by the fore-cited authors, were ac-
tually unknown and rejefted by the Tlberian doc-
tors, whole contempt and hatred of the Greeks in-
creafed daily. »

Minv .pocry- Both the Jewifh and Hellenift traditixins
phii'book. * were, by this time, grovn very nume-
written >t

rous, aiitl thc tcachers and writers of
tirs tine. n century flourifh-
ed the famed Jochanan, chief of the Aniaraijen, or
commentators on the Mifnah, and compiler of the
jacharmn Jcrufalem Talmud. The moft probable
oconplestre  fuppofition is, that he was born about
Talmud. thg latter end of the fecond century, or
Anno Dom. 184, or 185. Some writers pretend that
be was chofen chief of the academy of Tiberias,
in the fifteenth year of his age, which is improba-
ble and contrary to the pratcice of the Jews, be-
caul'e his mafter was dill alive, and Caniner, whom
he appointed his fucceflbr, is affirmed, by the Jew-
ilh chronologifts, to have enpyed the dignity a-
bout ten years more, ft> that the fooncft he can be
i'uppofed to have alcended the chair is about anno
225, and about the fortieth year of hrs age, by
ewhich time he had opportunity fufficient to linifn
his ftudics under thofc two mafters, in order to

qualify himfelf for his great work, in which he was
affiltcd by two other learned rabbies, R. Samuel,
and Rab or Raw, who had likewife been difci™les
of his two mafters, Judah thc Saint, .and R. Cha-
mna.

Thc following is a brief account of this famous
produ£lion, commonly known by the name of the
Hieroiblymitan or Jerufalem Talmud.

The word Talmud fignifies Doftrine,
and is emphatically given to this work,
as being a complete fyllem or body of
it, or of the religion and morals of the Jews.
They have two of tlitit name and import, viz. this
of Jerulalem, which is the fhorter and more ob-
fcurc of the ~w*o; as, likewife, the more ancient by
near one century; and that of Babylon, of which
we lhall fpeak in its proper place. It is properly
a comment upon the Mifnah of Judah Hakkadafh.

Judah had fcarcely finilhed his own work before
he had the mortification to fee a coHetlioti of diffe-
rent traditions publifhed, and afterwards inferted in
thc Mifnah; to rgmedy, therefore, this evil, theie
three great men wrote this comment upon it, which
being completed in Judaea, and in thc Hebrew
then in ufe, was ftyled the Gemarrah, or Perfedion;
and this and tbe Milhah together, made that which
is called the Talmud of Jerufalem.

This Talmud, difli.iguifhed by the title of Hie-
rofolymitan, being ftill found not only too fuccinQ,
as well as too obfcure, by reafon of the barbarous
terms it had borrowed from other nations, gave
birth to the Babylonifh Talmud, compiled by Rab-
bi Afe, a learned difciple of the great Jochanan,
who left the academy of Tiberias, and went to pre-
fide at that of Sara, near Babylon, where he con-
tinued in that dignity about forty years, during
which he compiled his Gemarrah, or comment up-
on the Mifnah of Judah the Saint; and from the
place where he wrote it, it cams to be ftyled the
Babylonian Talmud. Afe did not live to finilh it;
but this was effected by his fons and fome of his
difciples, fo that it became avaft body or colleftion
of traditions concerning the canon laws of the
Jews, and of all the queflions relating to the Jew-
ifh law, wherein the Mifnah is the text, and the
Gemarrah the commecnt upon it.

Thc Jews in general prefer this Babylonifli Tal-
mud, on account of its clcarncfs and fulnefs, much
above that of Jerufalem; and though it abounds
with ridiculous fables and Itories, they will not fuf-
fer any one to call it in queftion, without the cen-
fure of herefy. We fhail difpenfe with giving a
farther account of that voluminous work, and only
obfcrve, that the learned Maimonides hath given
us an .excellent abridgement of it, in which he has
thrown out all that was puerile and ridiculous, and
confined himfolf to a colletlion of the moft mate-
rial cafes and decifions that are contained in it
This epitome, which he ftyles, Yad Kha7xhah,” or
Strong Hand, is, therefore, much prefera™ble to the
Talmud itfeif, as being one of the moft complete
bodies of the Jewifh laws that ever was written.

Hitherto

Amount of

the Jert\ém



THE
Thejewm Hitherto the Jews had lived in peace
indmer ui* and happinefs, but had nearly fufFcKed a
obr Hdiod nioft oreadful peHecmion in the reign

of Hcliogabalus. That vhimfical prince
cauTed himfclf’ to be circumciled, and abltaincd
from fwine’s fiefh, out of devotion to his gods.
Me might have borrowed this from the Jews, in
vhofe neighbourhood he had been brought up, and
with whom his family had hitimate correfponuence.
But all this predilefclion would not have fecured them
from his violence, had not death prevented it.

We are told by Lampridius, tiiat this prince,
having built a fine temple to the honour of Helio-
gabalus, ordered the Palladium, the veltal fire,
the mother of the gods, and whatfoever was held
moft facred by the Romans, to be conveyed thi-
ther, being rcfolvcd that Heliogabalus Ihould be
the vnly.perfbn to be worfhipped. To render this
union of worlhip more complete, he formed the
defign of introducing the Samaritans’ and Jews’ re-
ligion, who were well known f» him. I he lives and
fortunes of the Jews di'pendtd luion the execution
of this defign, for they woula never have con-
fented to have worihipped the fun in the empe-
ror's temple, with that heap of ceremonies his reli-
gion confided of; and they could expc£l nothing
but death, and the moft cruel tortures, from a
prince whom all hiftorians compaie to the Nero’s
and other monilers, that have governed the em-
pire. The unexpetied dcnth of this princc, who
mys affaflina’ed by hi: foldiers, fecured them from
ethis impending danger. Indeed, he only fays, it
was a defign of the emperor’s, and that he talked
of doing it. liefide, though Hcliogabalus had fent
the image of his god, and had ordered it to be
placed in the fenate, above vitlory, even before
nis entrance into Rome; and though the hiftorians
relate the extravagances he committed to honour
this deity, yet it required time to build the temple,
in which all religions were to be combined. Eu-
febius fays, it was not raifed till the year of his
death, and fo God thereby preferved them, as*well
as the. Chriftians, from a fcourge that was like to
deftroy them.

Qenmercy of Alexander Severus’s clemency contri-
Aeiander buted, doubtlcfs, to the flourifhing ftate
Severut. pf Jews; for, indccd, this prince

openly favoured the nation. The wits of that time
called him an Archi-fynagogue of Syria; becaafe
he favoured, the Jews, correfponded with them, and
was inftruded in their religion, of which he had re-
ceive”™ fome tinfture from his mother Mammaea.
Indeed this prince had a variety of religions in his
head. He never abandoned the gods of his fa-
thers, nor the heathen idolatry, which ftill pre-
vailed: but he lifted among thofe gods, Abraham
the father of the faithful, and the great patriarch
of the Jews. It feems as if he only did u to rec-
tify the defign Hcliogabalus had formed of rank-
ing the Samaritan, Jew, and Chrillian, with the
heathens in the fame temple; but he did it with
candour and charity.
No. 33.
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Alexander Severus was for having the names of
the olficcrs he lent into the provinces proclaimed,
and the people licenfed to accufe them; becaufe,
as the Jews and Chriftians proclaimed their priefts-
that th,ey might be known, it was fit the fame thing
filould ne done in point of governors, who were
intrufted with the live-s and fortunes-of the people.
In fine, he often repeated this maxim, which he
had learnt from the *Jew and Chriftian; * Do not
to others what ve would not have them do unto,
you.”

The tranquillity enjoyed,by this nation was con-
tinijed by the following emperors ; Philip, who
was born in Arabia, where the Jtws had fo great a
commerce, gave them countenance. Decius, who
pcrfecuted the Chriftian church, in hatred to the
Drotetlion Philip had granted it, might have c«m-
founded them with it. Bvjt, befidfs that the diffe-
rence of thefe two religions was well known, it doe.s
not appear that they had any ftiare in the Ihort and
violent perfecutions this princc brought ujion thr
church. Nor muft they be admitted into Valeri-
an’'s perfecution, nor confidered as the authors of
it: though Dionyfius of Alexandria fays, thi»
princc was compelled to it by an Archi-fynagogue
of Egypt. We may, moreover, obfcrve, that they
place the dodor Scefciath at the end of the third
century. He was blind, but, ncverthelefs, became
very learned. He had alio a difpute with the Chrif-
tifins. Two works are afcribcd to him; one upon
the Cabbala, which was an explication of the Spleiv-
dors, the manufcript of which was in the Ili-idcl-
berg library; the other was a Targum, or a Ciiiil*
dee paraphrafe upon the fcripture.

State of the JEW S in the EaJ}.

THE eaftern Jews were very much
favoured by Artaxerxes, the famed re-
ftorer of the Pcrfian monarchy; his fon
and fucceflbr. Sapor, was, likewife, a
;reat friend to» thefe perfecuied people, Several
earned men amongft the Jews were !<*ttled in the
eaft, and particularly Samuel the aft.ronomer, who-
left Judaea, and refided under this government fo
favourable to his own people. His glory was
eclipfed by Ada, who was born in Babylon, and had
madfe a more exact calculation of the courfe of the
fun than his predecefTors. There were at this time
fo many perfons famous for their natural abilities,
and their learned acquirements, that an academy
was eftablifhed by their means, and it was fupported
with confiderable reputation to its profeffors.

Thefe magi did not fo long enjoy un- prfecutedb,
internipted profperuy and protection un- spor.
der Sapor, as under Artaxerxes. Sapor
correfponded with the rabbins, and difputed with
them; and, from a difputant, he became a perfecu-
tor. Inftigated by the Arabians, he imprifoned
three of the principal Jews, and, by fevcre fcourg-
ing, endeavoured to make them rtnounce their re-
' 8C ligioni,
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hgion; but they endured all with conftancy and
fcfolution. Thus mortified by want of ruccefs, he

jinpnloned all their great men, and tortured them
in the extreme: but their caufe was avenged by an
jinfeen hand. The Perfians were not lo happy as
mlore; the Arabians made war uuon them, and
bound their prjnccs in fetters; the Icing of the A-
jeibir alCo, fcnt nien'ages to the Jews, faying, that if
they would retire to thofe tarritories, they fhould
meet \vith friendlliip, proiettion, and Aill liberty of
confcience. The Perfians, hereupon, perceiving
the lofs they were likely to fultain, mitigated tlje fe-
yerity of the perfecuti®)n, and became friendly,
froH) motives of felf-intereft; which is a prevailing
principle amongll all people, tongues, and lan-
fivagci.
“enobu

Uvoiirsble to
the Je«s.

Through means of Zenobia, who
might be ftyled the queen of the cait,
Uie fplendor of the Jews revived. This
princefs, who became fo famous, had married Ode-
natus, king of Palmyra, and commander of the Sa-
racens of that country, which was but a day’s
march from the Euphrates. Odenatus, feeing every
thing Hoop before Sapor, fent him prefents, and
wrote to hnn in teftimony of his fubmiflion. The
cT)n([ueror, who had penetrated already into Cap-
padocia, and taken Carfarea, tore Odenatus’s letter,
and ordered his prefents to be thrown into the ri-
ver. Being exafperated of himl'elf, and by Zeno-
bia, a molt haughty princefs, he made an alliance
with the Romans, declared war with Sapor, ga”e
him many battles which he always won; and obliged
=qir ifviD.*  *his vié\or of fo many provinces to give
laiihed by Up all the trealurcs he had amafled in
. Syria, in the garrifoo of EdcfTa, to pur-
chale his retreat. Odenatus purfued him, ravaged
Mefopotamia, routed the nobility of the kingdom

I'everal times, who were aflemhled upon bulinefs
of Hate; and twice befieged his enemv in Ctefi-
phon. But, after divcr.s conguells, and being de-

clared Augudus, Zenobia his wife, who would
reign alone, caufed hihi to be flain, with a fon he
had by a former wife.
Zenobu « princefs had beeri brought un in
Jenel*. the Jewifh religion, and was a zealous
profclfor of it. She is recorded to have
built a great number of rtately I) iiagogues, and to
have raifed the Jews to the higheil dignities. It
cannot be doubted that the Jews made great ufe of
i”er proieilion, and became very potent in the ead,
under Odenatus, her hulband, wno Cc'rried every
tiling before him. When Ilhe came to the throne,
lhe added Egypt to her conquefls; extended her
;irms into Afia Minor, as far iistyana and Ancyra,
and palfed into Bythinia, where flic took Chalce-
don.

Aurelian, at this junfchire, however, began to re-
ftore the affairs of the empire, which Zenobia had
ruined. He entered into Bythinia, which acknow-
ledged its former mailer without refillaiice. From
thence he went on to Cappadocia, and the gates of
Tyana being fhut agaiull him, he vowed vengeance
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on all the inhabitants. Zenobia was at Antioch,
from whence fhe advanced with her troops as far
as Immes, which was not far from it. The battle
was fought near the river Orojites. Au- i,
relian’s troops retreated, that they might vnunied
put the queen’s horfemen who were hea- *} Aureiun.
vily armed, out of breath : falling afterwards upon
them, they put them to flight. Zabdas, who com-
manded for the princefs, lorefeeing that Antioch
would fhut her gates againft him, if they fiad no.
lice there of his defeat, drefled up a man, and,
calling him Aurelian, gave out that he carried the
emperor prifoner. The flratagem was quickly dif-
covered. He Itaid no longer at Antioch than to
take Zenobia along with him, and make a precipi-
tate retreat.

A fecond battle was fought, in which Aurelian’'s
cavalry were broken ; but whiljt the Palmyrenians
purfued it, they fell upon the infantry, which was
cut in pieces. Zenobia had no other refourcc
than to ihut herfelf up in Palmyia, whofe fituation
was advantageous. The Perfians, Saracens, and
eaftern nations, ™Il devoted to this princefs, not-
withflanding her misfortunes, in vain attempted to
fuccour her. The Perfians were beaten, and the
Saracens obliged to lift in Aurelian’s army. Ze-
iiobia fi'cretly departed out of the city, to feek for
fuccour among the Perfians. But as ihe was goitig
to pafs the Euphrates, Aurelian’s couriers, who
purfiied her, took her prifoner. Palmyra furren-
dered. Zenobia was led ip triumph with her fon.
She was adorned with jewels, and mounted upon a
llatcly chariot, on which fhe had hoped to make a
triumphant entry into Rome, whereas flie entered

like a flave. The chariot of her hufband Odenatus
was alfo one of the ornaments of Aure- Herrowife
lian's triumph, miio expofed to view what- ot formn.-.

ever was moft rich and precious in the
eaft, which, by his prefent viftories, he had re-
united to the empire. Zenobia went to Rome, or
rather to Tivoli, where flie had a finall villa, and
lived in retirement; and thus vanifhed this gliinpfe
of profperity and authority of the Jewifh nation,
unlefs it may be faid, that Vaballat her foii, tow~hom
Aurelian gave fome fovercipny in Armenia, had
embraced his mother's religion, and favoured the
Jews as fhe had done; which is very uncertain,
Moft of the Jews retired into the cities of COoftor. iht
Perfia, where their dofctors continued in flouriied «
fome repute. They boafted highly, at
that time, of one Chiia, the fon of Afce, who, not
being able to conquer the force of concupifccnce,
threw himfelf into a fmoaking bakehoufe.
At that time, there was a famous dif-

Fjmom dif.
putant, who not only puzzled the Baby- putjtit. «moa(
lonian dotlors, but, to fliame them the the Jewf
more, made his wife difpute with them, lie was
piled Jeremy, and was mailer of cal'u- . .

jemjr.

iflry. Other dotlors there flocked to So-
ra, becauf'c the acadeirty of Nahardea was fallen
with the cit-y, which was taken and plundered. Zi
ra, iurnamcd Kattiiia, was Uill there, ilc at firfl

left
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left his countrj’, to go and ftiidy at Tiberias, where
he had aifo received the impofitioti of hands; hut
the authority and fricudfhip of Huna had recalled
him to his academy, where he lived till the year
300, when, defiring to Iny his bones in Judtea, he
chofe Tather to carry his living bodv thither hinifelf,
than have it convcyed after his death. So that,
though the Jews of Babylon had a great elteem for
(heir oyn countrv, yet that hindered not their go-
ing to ftudy in Juda;a, whcncc they commonly re-
turned before they died. But the moft famed among
Marof., them was Manes. He could by no means

be reconciled to the religion of the Jews,
nor to what was recorded of their nation dellroy-
ing and exterminating fuch numbers of people and
kingdoms. He preferred the doBrine of the Chrif-
tians, which recommended nothing lo much as love
and benignity. Nevertiielefs, he neld great confe-
rence with the Jews of Perfia, where he had much
correfpondence; whether ho dehgned to be fully
inftruclcd in the law, or rather dclired to recover
them from what he called their infatuation. The
modern Jews arc not agreed aw>ut their anceftors’
conference with Manes, and in their kalendar they
fix the origin of his fcfl towards the end of Coii-
Uantine’s reign.

Dioclefian’s perfecution againft the Chriftians did
pot much affeiit the Jewif 1 nation, either in the
call or well; though thofe of the former pretend
that he defigned to have niade them feel the everell
marks of his refeniment, for fome fcandalous reflec-
tions which the dilciples of Judah the Saint had call
upon him, but that they found means to appeafe his
wrath.

Slate of the JEW S under the Chrijlian Emfierors,

Tie are er THE nation of the Jews did not en*
fe'utlbVi've jt>y much greater trangiiillity when the

diriftiaiin, emperor became CiirilUaii, than under
obtli'Tw gpvcrnment of profefled idolators;
reirjftory. thougli ihcir fate varicfl with the dilpo-

fition of the reigning prince. The Chrif-
tians were fb accuflomcd to perlecutjon themfelvcs,
lilat when tiiey came into power, they made an im-
proper ufe of it; and, inflead of motives of pity,
thole of hatred and revenge occupied their brealls;
whicli mode of ading cannot at all be reconciled
with the genius of their religion, nor with the laws
of its divine Author.

/.onaras the hiilorian fays, they had a confercncc
at Rome with Helena this emperor’'s mother, who
was yet unconverted. ‘Jhey reprefentcd to this
nrincefs, tliat though her fon had reaf'on to abolifh
heaihcjiifin and its idols, yet he had ifiadc no great
piogreis towards his own liilvation, fince, inflead
of the heroes of ancient htathenilin, he worfhip-
X'd a man who had been crucified but a few ages
)cfore. Helena, wlio was devoul, and anxious for
her fori's falvation, called the dotlors to a confc-
leiice with Poj)e Sjlvefler, wlv) quickly triumphed
plier &Y€ enemies BE Hife Chriltiau Feligig.

|
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likewife faid, thj™ ConRantine perfecutcd corbatire
the circumcifed; for St. Chryfoftom af- urrtgreat G
firms, that upon their afl'embling once to - weritytonatd
rebuild Jerufalem, this prince, difgufled *"J™*'-
with the rafh attempt, furprifing them, catifed their
ears to be cut off, and afterwards difjjerfed them
into all the territories of his empire, as fo many fu-
gitive flaves. Eutvchius adds, that Conflantinc
obliged them all to be ba nifed, and to cat fwine’s
{Icfli on a palTover day. Perfecution cannot bc.car
ried farther; but | queftion the truth of thcfe par-
ticulars.

Though Chryfoftom hal great authority in the
church, he is liable to error ; for the Jews fay
themfelvcs, that it was the emperor Adri- \iidiicaiiol.
an who caufed their ears to be cut off, of Couiln
like the Haves wliich he fold at the fairs, *s
of the empire. Befides, Jerufalem had been re-
built under Conflantine’s enipire; its bifhoj) had
aflifted at the council of Nice, and theempen>r had.
raifed fuch flately edifices in it, that Eufebius tolJ
him it was the New Jerufalem. Wc may add,
that though the Theodofian code contains many laws
againfl the Jews, under Conflantine’'s name, yet
there is not one condemning diem “ to the lofs oT
their ears, to be baptifed, or to cat fwine’'s flefh.™

However, thisemperor publifhed feve- _ -
ral edi£ls, which acquaint us with the con- againft ~the
dition and refllefs humour of the Jews Jews* IDcon-
under his reign. The firli is one of the [feluence of

tiie converUoa
rfiofl important: it was ilfued upon oc- o/ Joupht
cafioii of Jofeph, who had abandoned 3
the fynagogue to embrace Chriflianity. The Jews,

incenfed by his converfion, went to infult him in his
houfe, and finding that he read the gofpel, forced
his book from him, loaded him witli abufes and
blows, and dragged him to the fynagogue, where
they unmercifully fcourged him. But, not content
with this firfl outrage, they pufhed him into the river
Cydnus, whofe current carried him far enough to
give them the joyful hopes that he was drowned.
But (Jod preferved him. ' He received baptifin,
rhade himfelf known at court, and obtained the em-
peror’s leave to'build temples in feveral places wlierc
none had been ercf£led before. The Jews were fet-
tled at Dioca-far.ea, Tiberias, Nazareth, and Caper-
ijaum, and had fo appropriated tliefe cities to them-
felves, as not lo admit any flrangers, not excepting
the Samaritans, who profeffed the lame religion.
Jofeph undertook to introduce the Chriftian reli-
gion into all thcfe cities, and to that effecl built
churches in them. 'lI'he Jews were neverthelefs
powerful in Judiua, under Conltantine’s empire,
ince they alone poij'efled four cities, one of whicii
was Nazareth. Their numbers rendered them in-
folent, and they abufed thofe that were turned
Chriflians, and publicly oppofed the execution of
the prince’s orders for the building of temples.
On account of this diforderly con- OutrMiof
dufl, Conflantine was, doubtlefs, obliged
to publifli the edid before-meutioned.
“ He uxcd them with Honing or Jjurning whoever
had
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had a mind to renounce their religion and he
ronderniicd them to the fame punifhment, with ail
their accomplices. Herein we (till I'ce the footdeps
of that furious zeal, which they thought autho-
rifed them to Kill thofc who were taken in a noto-
rious crime. They imagined thefe were the pre-
cepts of the oral law; and laid, that Phineas had
executed the verbal order of Mofcs. They pro-
duced another example under the Maccabees, whrn
Mattathias killed a Jew, who was prafcliling hea-
then ceremonies. The doftors authorifed this prac-
tice ; for Philo doubtefl not but God had «fta-
bliflied it. The EfTenes, thofe auflere votaries,
ordered, that if any man had blafi)hemcd againft
Mofes, he fhQuld be killed. Jofephus fays, that
they “ punilhed him with death.” The interpre-
ter has improperly tranflatcd it, they “ condemned
him to death." For as fhis fetl had no power of
life ai)d death, it punifhed blafphemcrs by amotion
of zeal.

Notwithflanding the terrible diforders, and the
torrents of blood that the Zealots had cauled to
flow at Jerufalem, yet this dangerous maxim was
ftill preferved; and the Mifnah tcaches, that if
any one * renounces the foundation,” that is, the
articles of faith, he ought to be Kkilled, and, pur-
fuant to this principle, they ftoned, burnt, and
drowned thofe that deferted them in Confhntine’s
reign. This obliged him to reprefs that violence,
and, as they did not obey the firll law, he was
forced to make a fecond. He alfo forbad the
Chriltians to turn Jews, upon pain of an arbitrary
punifhment. There was more danger in point of
ilaves, who might be brought over by their maf-
ters: and, therefore, this prince publilhed a law
fix months before his death, prohibiting the Jews
to circumcife thofe in their lervicej and giving
liberty to all who accufed their maders oF hav-
ing circumcifed them, or that embraced Chrif-
tianity.

The emperor farther ordered that the
Jews might be made decurions, becaufe
it was fit that they fhould have their fhare
in the public burthens; but he exempted
the patriarchs and priefts, and thofe that had confi-
dcrable employments in the fynagogues, becaufe,
being taken up by their funftions, they could not
attend to the duties of thofe offices, for, indeed,
the poft of decurion was not an honour, but a ler-
vitude. Every one endeavoured to be difcharged
from it, by taning other employments >n the arrtiy
and government. They endeavoured to exempt
themiclves by fome privilege which they begged of
the emperor. Conflantine granted fo many of them,
that there was nobody left to fill thefe pofts in Juli-
an’s time, which obliged him to revoke them all,
without exception; and this raifed murmurs againfl
him,, even Mtcr his death, whilft others commend-
ed him for it. No wonder, then, that Conftantine,
Mho did not love the Jews, made decurions of
them.

St»»ial liw«
ire eniflcd
hy the fame
mmperor.
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During his reign is placcd the council Ediih.nd
of Elvira, which made two decrces agaiiilk decrt«of ihe
the Jews of Spain, in which country they
had great corrcfpondence with the Chrif-
tians. They ate and lived fociahly together; but the
council forbad this table fociety, upon pain of ex-
communication to thofe that ate with a Jew. The
punifhment was grievous and abfurdly inflitled, fincc
eating together is an nfction purely civil, and”~xcom-
nuinication ought not to be iflued, except for eccle-
fiaflical crimes. The learned commentator of the
council of Elvira, pretends, that the council of Niec
ordered the fame tiling in one of its decrees, which
had been dittated by Ofius, who was prelident of it,
and who was for having the difcipline receivedin the
Spanifh cliurches, and admitted into all others.
Mendo/a is miilaken; for the canon he quotes was
never made by the council of Nice. He took it
from the Arabians, who have falfely imputed to this
council many canons it never made. Nor do we
know what the Arabians mean by quoting the apof-
tles in their decree; for St. Paul was fo far from con-
demning the commerce of civil fociety, that he made
himfelf * all things to all men, a Jew to the Jews,
and a Greek to the Greeks.” If we have recourfe to
the canons that bear the names of thefe holy men, we
fhall only find, that they condemned ufury, without
forbidding eating and fociety with the Jews. Recar-
doe, who renewed the decree of the Elviran council,
and fupported it with his authority grounded alfo up-
on the autlprity of St. Paul, who fays, that “ All
things are impure to the defiled and unbelieving.™
From whence he concluded, that the Jews being im-
pure, their meats mull be fo too : but this is a weak
and inconclufive argument. The fame council, by
another decree, forbad “ the pofTefTdrs of lands to
fuffer their fruits to be blefTed by the Jews, bccaufc
their benedidion fruftrated that of the Chrifiians,
and it threatened abfolutelyto call out of the churcli
fuch as fhould not obey it.” This cuftom of bleffing
the fruits of the earth at certain feafons was common
to Pagans and Jews, as well as Chrifilans. But who
would have imagined that the latter fliould have made
ufe of either of the former, if this decree had not in-
formed us of it? However, this, and the other de-
cree, plainly fhew that the Jews had lived very
peaceably in Spain, and in good harmony with the
Chrifiians, till that time, whatever they may have
done fince.

In the eaff, the Jews enjoyed a no lefs
benign fun-fhine, mnd their academies
went on in a flourifliing manner ; if we
except the perfecution raifed againft one
of their greatefl doftors. This was the
famous Ravena, or Rabba Nachmanides, head of
the academy of Sora. They mention two famous
men of that name, one ancient and the other mo-
dern. The latter lived in the year 474; but the
other died before the council of Nice, in 322. He
was fo efteenied, that they reckon twelve tlioufand
difciples in his academy. He was commonly called

the

Their quiet
ftatc in the
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mous rabbits
lhcie.



THE HISTORY OF THE

the Remover of Mountains. Not that he had the
power to work miracles, and convey mountains
into the midft of the fea, but fo profound was his
knowledge, as to folve the greatcft difficulties. He
wrote a book, that was in great efteem whiHt he lived,
and after his death. It was a commentary upon the
firlt book of Mofes, containing the hiftory of the
Holy Land, with the literal and mydical fcnle. The
title of k was Berefchit Rabba. It nuilt not be con-
founded with another work of tlie lame name,
m hich is a commentary upon the Milhah of Judah the
Saint, compofed by one of his dilciplcs.
RjveiMrcui- Hcing long educated in the academies
niorimfs  of Babylon, Ravena W3S accufed of divers
crimcs by the king of Perfia. The fear of
* being taken ana condemned to death
obliged hhn to fly, and conCeal himfeif,
and he died in his retreat. It is faid he was com-
mitted prifoner, and that Sapor was about to con-
demn him, but that the emprefs, his mother, fent to
tell him, that “ he fhould have nothing to do with
that Jew, becaufe flic had fuffered much on his ac-
count.” However, this pcrreciitiSn was not general;
for the academies flourifhed at Babylon, and in the
neighbouring ])arts. Ravena left a nephew, whom
he Itiled Avii, for two res”fons; one was, that he
meant to fignify, that he had been an orphan, and
that he had entertained him out of charity ; the other
was, that he would not have him go by the name of
his grandfather Nachman, leR afterwards the nephew
fliould be 'confounded with the uncle,and the dilciple
.with the mailer. He made fuch pruficirncy by Rave-
na’'s leflures, as to become head of the acatieiny of
Pundebita, in the year 325, which he governed till
339. At the latter end of his life he married a wi-
dow, by whom he had a fon, who is known by the
name of Rau bibi, in the writings of this period,
jofeph ihe In the academy of Sora there was alfo a
Bind, hil profeffor, called Jofeph of Great Light,
or Saghi Nahor. He was blind; never-
thelefs he was a man of great knowledge. He was
alfo firnamed Sinai, becaufehe knew toperfe6tion all
the traditions that had been given Mofes upon Sinai.
He is fuppofed to be the author of the Chaldee para-
phrafes upon fome of the holy penmen, the Plalms,
the" Proverbs, Ecclefialles, Ruth and Efther. This
paraphrafe is highly efteemed, if we Judge ofit by the
pumDer of its particular editions.

State of the JEW S in the Eajl.

WHILE the Jcws were put under vari-

They riife»

ptffecution ous cruel reftritiions by Conftantine, they
againftine {lourifhed in the Eaft, and their learned
ite'EaT*"* feminafies increafed in reputation. At

the clofc of Conftantine’s reign they made

intereft with the Perfian court to revenge themfelves

for what they had futtered in the Roman empire, by

raifing a cruel pcrfecution againft the Chriltians of
the Eaft.

The religion ofJefus had fome time before made pro-

grcfs in Armenia. W arc told that one of its kings,
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called Tiridates, had embraced chrillranitv. From
thence it palfed on to the Perfians, who had great
correfpondence with the Armenians. They began to
build churches, and to confecrate priefts. There
was alfo a bifhop for tlie two cities of Seicucia and
Ctefiphon, which were the mod confiderablc of the
country. The Jews were numerous there,

becaufe, as Jerom obferves, they lived [if2*",
quiet and undilturbed, and were perfecu- fe. ution

ted by m)ne of the Perlian kings. Being @1 (he
Jealous of the progrels of chriftianity, they o'

murniured; but when they faw UHazades
one of Sapor’s ])rincipal Eunuchs turned Chriflian,
they noelonger obferved any bounds, and made a
league with the Magi.

Simeon, bifhop of Ctefiphon, was accufed of cri-
minal correfpondence with Conftantine, which was
enough to deflroy him. This bifhop refufed to wor-
fhip tne fun and the king, when he was brought to the
foot of his throne. “ 1 bent my knee formerly ffaici
he) before your majeflv, becaufe | did it volunta-
rily, and it was a civil homage; but | cannot do it
when you make it an aft of religion, and would make
me renounce my God.” The king, being enraged,
caufed him to be chained in a dungeon. The Jews
and the Magi taking advantage of this opportunity,
pulled down all the Chrifhan churches. The )jrfc-
cution was long and bloody Uffazadcs, an o d eu-
nuch of Sapor, and eminent for his fervices, was alio
one of the firfl martyrs who fuffered under it.

* Conflans being incenfed againft the
Jews, and being withal zealous for the
Chriftian religion, made fome lawsagainfl
them. There is, fays St. Hilary, who
lived at that time, an edift of the emperor, whii®™
hinders them at prefent from entering into Jeiufa-
lem. He makes them perambulate the walls of that
great cit)', without enteringit. They complained to
Julian, when he came to the throne, of this hard
ufage, in being excluded the gates of a city, which
had been the refidence of their anceftors for many
ages. All this is an argument, that Conflans had
renewed Adrian’sedifts, or had made neWones upon
the fame fubjetl. This prince alfo made it death for
a Jew to marry a Chriftian, or to circumcife a flave.
He alfo prohibited their having Chriftians in their
fervicej and efpecially forbad, under great punifh-
ments, the embracing their religion : 10 that if they
had liberty of confcience for tnemfelves and pofle-
rity, they were not permitted to receive profelytes,
when they offered themfelves. He loaded them
likewife with taxes, and had projected new pecuniary
editls againft them when he died. Under con«fiou
this reign Epiphanius was converted from

Judaifm to Chriflianity, not (as related)

without the interpofition of fome extraordinary cir-
cumflances, with which we fhall not trouble our rea-
ders, fince they were not powerful enough to keep
him from running into the wild notign of the feft of
Gnoftics, whom lie met with in Egypt.

The Jews were afterwards relieved by
Julian, called the apoflatCj who pcotcfted
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i tliem, not out of any regard he had for
p.oictJion.

ihcir reli|5ioii, (iiice they worfhipped but
he was "hid to aiigmeiu the numbers of the enemies
of thriitiaiiitv, which he thought moll formidable,
and to let all religions at war, that paganifm might
triumph in the midlt of thcfe conllicts. He aif-
chargcd the circuincifed from the taxes wherewith
Conilan.s had loaded them. lie wrote to them, and
in his letter honoured their matriarch with the Ityle of
brother; which is a iroof tiey were then confidera-
ble in the empire. He gave them liberty to facri®ice,
and rebuild the temple ai Serul<ilem, becaufc they re-
prcfentcd to hmi that they could not olicr facrifice
out of the Holy Land. They availed themfclves of
the emperor’s protetiion to inTult the ChrifUans, for
thev afi'embled in many citiers of Judaea and Syria,
pulled down their tem})lcs at Gaza, Afcalon and
lierytus, and demqgliOied two at Damafcus. Thole
of Egypt did the fame thing, and the moll magnifi-
cent of all the temples of Alexandria was deflroyed.
They fell to rebuilding the temple of Jerufalem, but
this event which hiitoriarts relate, with many attend-
ant circuuiUanecs, deferves to be particularly no-
ticed.

i« coure.

This prince not only authorifed the

qufnce ofa building of the temple of Jerufalem, but
ey alfo furnifhed them with materials and mo-

aboutre-  ney. Jerom, fpeaking of the Jews of his
WL%EQEZ% time, fays, they imagined that four hun-
llie work ii dred and thirty years after their difpel-

(cuftraied by

fion, they were to become mailers of the
carihquakcs,

Romans, fell them to the Sabeans, rebuild
Jerufalem, and reftore it to its primitive
gjory; that the boroughs and neighbouring cities,
not excepung Sodom itfelf, fhould be rebuilt. This
they grounded upon feveral oracles, promifing that
God would revenge his people of their enemies, and
rebuild Sion. When they law Julian folicitous for
their labouring upon this llrufcture, they fancied the
promifes accompliflied- They infultingly afked the
Chrillians, whether they*would caufe gold and Hlver
tools to be made, to work up>n this new edifice.
The women and children lent a nelpiiig hand, and the
heathens themfelves aflifted them in the reftoration of
tlie temple. But at length, an ettedual Hop was put
to it by fuch a feries of prodigies, as quite deterred
them from purfuing it, and made them fenfible of the
infallibility of Cbnft’s prediftions aga<nll that place.
Dreadful earthquakes and eruptions of fire from the
f round interrupted theworkmen when digging for the
foundation of the new temple, together with a variety
of other contingencies, as are iet forth at large in
Bifliop Warburton’s celebrated performances.

Accountof* The emperor Julian, who had per-
city intebited mitted the rebuilding of the temple, be-

i}rthe_ten departed for Perfia, carried his

tribes ia the

call. conquefls very far. He found there a
part of the ten tribes, which pofTcfied an

entire city. Hiflorians oblerve, that this prince,

being arrived at Mefene, which is an ifland made by
the Tigris, where bore a confiderable ranI®
uurched towards a palacc, where thcEuphratci di-
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vides itfelf into many channels, and found a city
called Bithra, which was inhabited by the Jews, who
had abandoned it, becaufe the walls were not llrong
nor high enough to fuftain a fiege.

This city had been confiderable in the Perfian em-
pire, fince the emperor’s palace, and houfes to lodge
a garrifon, were flill feen in it. Julian’sarmy feeing
it deferted, let fire to it and reduced it to afhes. *It
cannot be doubted, but there were Jews ofthe ten
tribes difperfed in the call, fince they were fituated
between the chaneKs of the Eupliratcs. 'I'hcy were
numerous and potent there, as they poflefled an intire
city. They were alfo faithful to their prince, for they
rather chofe to foifake all, than to wait and reccive
the Romans, who would have profited by their conti-
nuancc in that place.

In this war, Julian being killed, Jovian jovia.™ ton-
his fucceflbr was obliged to check the info- refjies
lence this prince’scountenance had infufed
both into the heathens and Jews of the Roman em-
pire. This he did, but his reign was fo fhort, that
they looked iipon it only as a fleeting cloud ; and the
rather becaufe Valins reflored intire liberty of ct>n-
fcience to all the enemies of the Chriflian religion,
heathens, Jews, and heretics. He did fometliing
more; for Valentinian and he maintained the Jews
and their patriarchs, in the pofl'eflion of all their pri-
vileges, The law of thofe two princes is loll; out
fince Arcadius fupports himfelf with their example in
confirming all thefe privileges, it cannot be doubted
but they made it. However, Valens aboliflied one
of their greatefl advantages, fince he fubJeCted them
to public offices, and revoked the preceding decrees
that had exempted them. This prince’swords arc re-
markable, becaufc they fhew that the clergy was not
Ib far privileged as is at prefent imagined. “ The
edift upon which the Jews flatter themlelves that they
are exempted from the oflices of court is voided by
thcfe prefents; for even the clergy are not allowed to
confecrate themfelves to the fervice of God without
having firfl paid what is due to their country; and he
that yill truly give himfelf to God ought to furnifh a
man to fill up his place ih public offices.” Though
Theodofiusnad not revoked this law of Valens, which
was executed in the reign of Arcadius, yet the Jews
continued happy enougli at tkat time.

Maximus, rebelling in the eafl, andob-
liging Valentinian to implore the protec-
tion of Theodofius, who was then in Illy-
ricum, thought it moll expedient to gain the Jews, and
bring them over to his interefls. He not only favour-
ed them, but underftanding that the people had burnt
one of thtir fynagogues at Rome, he ordered it to be
rebuilt. Indeed Maximus’s reign was fhort. 'lI'heo-
dofius having often beaten his troops, caufed his head
to be cutoff atAquileia, and came afterwards to Mi-
lan, where Valentinian and he revoked all they had
decreed. But as the rebuilding of the fvnagoguc at
Rome was a particular ordinance, and TheodofiiK
was perfuaded the Jews ought not to be deprived of
their religious places, it is doubted whether he annul-
led that relating to the Jews.

Though St. Ambrtrfe was indeed very Conduaof
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inveterate againft the Jews, and (trenuouf-

Tin icite . ly oppoled the rebuilding another fyna-
pgue in lieu of that which the Chriitians had fet on
ire at Callinicum,and which rhcodofuis had ordered
to be rebuilt at their charge; yet what Zonaras a
Greek monk, and fome other writers of later date fay
of his preaching before him, taking him to tafk, and
reproaching him f(>r rufTering the Jews to enjoy the
privilege of their fynagogues in his capital, is all in-
tirely falfe and abfurd. He did not preach but write
to him, and his letter is Itill prelerved, importing that
they were fo far from thinking themfelves obliged to
oblcrve the Roman laws, that they thought it acrimc
to lubmit to them. 14ie contrary however appears
by all that we have hitherto faid of the edicts macle for
and againft them, and much more by the new law
which that prince publilhed in the lall year of his life
Hgainft the untimely zeal of fome Chriftians, who un-
der pretence of religion, plundered and demolifhcd
their fvnagogues, contrary to the laws which allowed
them liberty of confcience, and for punifhing fuch
offenders for the future. He even granted them a
particular jurifdiftion on account fcf the frequent law-
juits which they had either among themfelves, or with
the Chriftians, by which they were not only free from
the trouble and charge of feeking for juftice from
ftranj;e tribunals, but were likely more ealily to ob-
tain It from judges that were maintained by thcm-
fclves; all which privileges would hardly have been
ranted them, if, as is pretended to have been allcffcd

\EySt. Ambrofe, they had looked upon the fubmitting

the laws of the empire as criminal.

It appears that St. Jerom had not the fame prejudice
againlt the dotlors of this nation, as St. Ambrofe; for,
on the contrary, he paid them a penfion, and made
ufe of iheir inftru£lion for underltanding the Hebrew
& jtrom. tongue, and the Holy Scriptures. This
ertten for tie  fathct, who thought that he nad taken too

much pleafure in reading Ciccro and Vir-

gil fyou are not a Chriftian, but a Ciceronian, faid a
judge to him) changed his opinion for the Hebrews,
iearned their language with difficuhy, coniultedilicir
dottors, (Uidicd under them, and made ufc of them
to compofe a Latin vcrfion of the Scripture. He ac-
idkxgrest quaints us, that toreftrain the (allies of his
leleam youth, he put himfclf undcr the difcipline
Hebrew yQ~,,g Hebrew, that was turned Chrii-
tian, and under\vent very uncommon labour to learn
a Itrange language. He was not content with the in-
NruBion of this converted Jew; but took another,
who fo paifionately loved him, that he fctched the
books from the fynagoguc, under pretence of reading
Them, and brought them to his difciple. This niafler
was an ingenious man, and St. Jerom has quoted
fomeof his explications. He fent for a thira from
Tiberias, whom he emplwed to revife, bv the He-
brew, his verfion of the Chronifles, which he had
mace from the Septuagint. He fays, that this new
mafter was admired by the fynagoguc. He fcnt for
a fourth from l.ydda, whom he paid very dear, be-
caufc he was a iearned man, and interpreted the tra-
ditions in the fynagoguc. Jt was tbis. rabbiQ that
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helped him to tranflate the book of Job. He had oc-
calion for new alfiflance to underftand Daniel and
'I'obias, becaufe of the Chaldee expielTions that arc
fcattcred in thefe books. Hut as he laboured with

at afliduity, he employed but one day in the tran-
$ion of Tobias; which was dictated to him by a
rabbin, who was equally Ikilled in the Chaldee and
Hebrew languages.

The piety and moderation of Theodofi-
us was very manifelt: he made feveral de*
crees of the moft equitable nature; and
regijated the conduct of the Chriltians, as
well as that of the Jews: iTe particularly
condemnrd the oppreflion of them by the Chriftians,
and would not lurfer the edifices belonging to them
to be burnt, on condition that on their part they
would not violate the refpefct that was due to the pre-
vailing church. But yet the inhabitants of Inmeftar,
three vears after, fell into an excefs. Debaucherv
prevailed over the rcfpe6t that was due to the prince s
law.s; for theyfaltened ayoung Chriftian to agibbet,
and fcourged him fo cruelly, that he died. The
ChrilUans of that country, enraged at fuch a barba-
rous outrage, rati to arms. The battle was violent,
becaufe the Jews were numerous. The governor of
the province givingTheodolius information of it, he
fent orders to chaftife the guilty, and the tumult was
appeafed by their punilhment.

This emperor, who fpent the winter at Conftanti-
nople (in the year 425), made many edifts there,
one of which forbad the celebrating games and fpec-
tacles on Eafter Sunday, and during the Hupioumij
principal feafts of the year. The Jews
and heathens might have alledged that
this decree did not relate to them, but the emperor
declared, that they were fubjeft to the law, and
told them, there was a time for devotion, anc!
another for pleafure- They thought to excite tht?
princf*’s jealoufy, by complaining that this miftaVen
devotion hindered the people from crownitig and
I'aluting the emperor’s ftattjes: but Theodolius put
himfelf above that, and declared, it was honour-
ing of him to do fervice to Ge»d. However, vrt
fee that this relic of heathcnifm was ftill retained
in this prince’s reign, of faluting the emperor’s Ita-
tues, and inferting the ftylc of Numen la the laws
of the ftate.

The Qiriftians refiding in Theodoftus’s
empire, pulled down the fyn”~ogucs,
without anj-;other reafon than tJieij hatrco.
to this religion. If a privaxe perfon thought himfelf
affronted by a Jew, immediately he engaged the po™
pulace in his intereft: the next thing was, to run in
(Jjoals to the fynagogue, and fet it on fire. Thin
was often done in Macedonia; and the emperor
was obliged to reprefent to his fubjefcls, that it wa<
not lawful for private perlbns to do themfelves juf-
tic(“; that there were tribunals appointed to hear
their grievances, and to judge of their complaints;
and that he had commanded the judges of that?
country to take cognizance of them. The ecclefi-
ailic*, 'accuitomed to religious- broils, joined Wiit1h

the'
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he people : thofe of Antioch, -where the Jews were
numerous and rich, plundered the fynagogue, and
thought to fanflify the theft by confecrating the
booty to the church. Complaints were made of fo
fcandalous a conduft, which were fo reafonable,
that they were backed by the prefeftof the Praeto-
Tium, who gave informations of the diforder, and
the occafions that had produced if. Theodofius con-
demned the clergy to rcftorc what they had taken,
or the value; and ordered a place to be affigned the
Jews to build a temple.

The decrec was equitable, fince the Jews livgd in
the empir-e upon the pubtic faith of the Ifedifts. But
it did not feem fo to Simeon Stilitcs, who was then
alive, and violendy efpoufed the interells of the
clcrgy, and the mutineers of Antioch: he wrote fo
preUingly in theic favour to Theodofius, that he
not only revoked the orders he had given, but
cafhiered the prefeft, who had advifed nim to pu-
nifh the robbers. The favour which Theodolius
granted upon his requeft, not only encouraged
tne Chrilhans of Antioch, but thofe of the cities
and neighbouring provinces, to make new aflaults
upon the fynagogues. They were obliged to have
recourfe to Theodofius, to obtain fome fecurity
againil thefe frequent infults. This prince, who
mss an enemy to violence, forbad them doing any.
The Chriflians were difgufted at it: they refumed
the charge againft the Jews, and complained, that
the emperor’s prote6iion had rendered them info-
lent. In explication of the preceding decrees, it
mvss faid, that in anfwering the fad and doleful com-

laints of the Jews, it was defigned to fcrcen them

om the perfecution that fome turbulent Ipirits ex-
ercifed on them, under pretence of religion, and
to prohibit the burning of their churches; but at
the fame time it was declared, that if they had no-
thing to fear for the temples they were in pofTef-
lion of, it was not lawful for them to build new
ones; and that death fliould be indided on all
thofe that undertook the circumcifing of a Chrif-
tian. There were flill*Chriftians at that time who
embraced Judaifm; fur laws are only made againd
reigning abufes, and it was difficultTor the Jews to
enlorce circumrifion on a Chriflian, if he was not
difpofed to fubmit to it.

The lolTes fuflained by the church were repaired,
by an incident that happened in the year 434, in the
ifland of Candia, where there were a great many
rich jews, moll whereof were converted, after they
had been grolVly deceived by an impollor. His

Atiinpoftor  uamc was Mofes, and he pretended to be
jrtiie ifbrd the ancicnt law-giver of the people, wi\o
ot c.mid. defcended from heaven, to procure them

a glorious deliverance, by leading them through the
fca, to return to the Land of Promife, as they had
ck>ne when they left Egypt. We cannot conceive
how a man could be fo frantic as to attempt fuch a
deception, or to pcrfuade Himielf that he was able
to ettedt it. But yat Socratcs affirms, that he not
only had this imagination, but alfo, that he had in
mne year ran over ali the citics and villages of the

ifland, and perfuaded the inhabitants into a belief
of it. The infatuation was fo great, that, in ex-
pectation of the day appointed to throw themfelves
into the' fea, the ploughman neglefled the tillage
of his fields, and the proprietors abandoned the
poffenion of their lands and houfes to the firft co-
mer; every one contenting himfelf with what he
could carry away.

This pleudo Mofes, having muftercd”™up his
flock upon the top of a rock, the firit at hand
threw theinfeives into the water, without any wa-
vering of faith: the women and children plunged
themfelves in with equal ardour. But itwas quickly
perceived that their abetttr was an impodor: lonie
were drowned, others were faved by the Chriltian
filhermen, who happened to be there with their
barks, and went to acquaint their brethren how
near their credulity had been to co{{ them their
lives. They attempted to feize the impoitor, but
he had difappeared. In confequcnce of this, many
Jews embraced Chrillianity, moft of them grew
wife, and all were afliamed of putting fo much
confidence in an ‘impoftor of fo infamous a cha-
rafler.

The number of Jews in the city of
Alexandria, amounting to upwards of commit great
100,000, they grew very mutinous and oufaif!
feditious; and the hatred they cherifhed
againft the Chriftian religion tended to (harpen and
exafperate their turbulent difpofiiion. So that com-
motions frequently happened in this great city,
and feldom ended without bloodilied. Sabbaths
were noted as fo many days of battle, becaufe the
Jews, who devoted this day to idlenefs™ and de-
bauchery, infteadof going to the fynagogue, fought
occafion to fignalife tnemfelves; and the Chriftians
and heathens commonly infulted them, when they
went to the fynagogue. There were alfo public
fhews upon that day; and the Jews chole ratner to
be there than at their devotions, whereupon the
people that flocked thither often engaged in quar-
rels jvith them. They ufed to come to blows, and
the governors had feldom fufficient authority to
reflrain thefe riots.

One day, Oreftcs, the governor of Alexandria,
was in the theatre, intending to make fome political
regulations in the entertainments. He defigned,
perhaps, by good laws, to prevent the difbrders
which 'had been attended with fuch fatal confe-
quences to the public peace and good of the city.
But he was miltaken; for, as he was attempting it,
it was perceived that he was furroundcd by the
party of Cyril, bifhop of the place. It was luf-
peded, that they came there only to inccnfe the
governor, and difclate to him fome ordinance
againft the Jews. The prefence of Hierax, who
was only an ufher of the lower claffes, but one of
Cyril’s hired flatterers, who ufed to applaud this
bifhop as he preached, ferved to provoke them;
infomuch, that thpy cried aloud, that ihc man
whom they looked upon as their enemy was come
only to infult them, and to raife fedition. He

i muil
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muft have given ofcafion for thcfe complaints,
fince the governor caul'ed him to be feizccl by his
officers and fcourgea upon the ftage, without any
form of trial. Cyril was not a man that would
bear fucli an infult from the prefeft, whom he mor-
tally hated. |Inilead of complaining to him of his
injuAice, if it was true that he had been guilty of
any, he fent for ibme Jews to his palace, and threa-
tened them. They defpifcd. the thrcatcnings of an
ecclefftliic, w'hom the governor openly oppofed ;
and even refolved to man'acre the Chriftians.

In order to accomplilh this defign, a body of
the confpirators ran along the ftreet« in the night,
crying that the principal church of the Chrillians at
Alexandria was on fire. The croud burft forth,
vitliout arms, to extinguifh it. The Jews, who had
« mark to diflinguifh themfelves, killed them as
fait as they came. Cyril, having notice of it, came
out with a multitude of people, entered into all
tjie lynagogues, appropriated them to the church,
gave up the houfes to be plundered, and drove the
Jews quite naked out of the city. The governor
mwss highly onraged, becaufe thg bifliop incroached
i*ffon the jurifdiction of the officers of the empire,
and ‘'bccaufe he faw this great city almoft unpeo-
pled by fuch a general expulfion of the Jews. He
informed the court of it, whilft Cvril alfo fent hisi
complaints againll the Jews. The people fided
with tiie governor againft their patriarch, and
obligtd him to go and fue for peace w'ith Oreftes,
who rcfufed to be reconciled to him

i\s Cyril had brought religion into the affair, he
went to the governor with the gofpel in his hand, to
oblige him, upon light of that book, to a reconci-
liation; but Oielles being inflexible in his refent-
ment, Cyril, who had a troop of foldiers in the ha-
bit of monks, ordered them all dow'n from the
nioinitains of Nitris. Thefc anchorets were never
feen to defcend, but they put the people into con-
fternaiion. Thej™ marched down that day to the
number of fifteen hundred; and, obferving the go-
vernor, as he went into his chariot, began to load

Riotaidrmur- ""~h abuie, and accufeci him’'of be
drrine ing an heathen, that they might have a
a iiutv«4t.  p,i:tence to get rid of him, under a fhew
ofjultice. Itwas in vain for him to cry out, that

he had been baptifcd at Conflantinople. Initead of
hearing him, they fell upon him with fhowers of
Uones, wounded iiim on the head, and covered
him with blood. His guard* deferted him, being
oppreiled by numbers ; and the governor would
have bet*n left to perilh, if the people had not run
in to Iws aflillance. Ammonias, one of the rioters,
was arreiled and condemned to punilhinent. Oref-
rcs wrote to the court. Cyril, on his part, julU-
fied the proceedings of the monks, by deelaritig
Ammonias a martyr, and making his panegyric in
the pulpit on the man wdio died for fo glorious, an
action. The tumult began again fome time after,
and Cyril was loaded with all the odium of the
event, in which the celebrated Hypatia, an heatUen
No. 34.

HISTORY OF THE

JEWS CONTINUED 66t

virgin, of great ferife, learning, and virtue, loft her
life, having been affafTinat™d t>y me”ns of this bi*
fhop, who was jealous of his reputation.

In this centurv, the Jewifh nation re-
ceived a more fevere blow by the total
fuppreffion of their patriarchs; for their
way of living raifed murmurs and complaints againfl
them, and tie taxes they levied upon ihe nation oc-
casioned their fall. We haVealready f'poken of iheir
privileges, and have only to add, that Theodofius
and V7alentinian deprived them of that income”™ and
appropriated an impoft made upon their fubjeBs to
the* imperial trcafury. lathis moans, the patriar-
chal dignity was more elleClually fupprefl'ed than if
it had been annulled by any edia; fo that, for want
of coinpetent fupport, it dwindled away. Photius
pretends that the primates who fucceeded the patri-
archs were charged with this collefetion, anfwerablc
for it, and obliged to fee it conveyed into the trea-i
fury. Thus, in the year 429, the patriarchal dig-
nity was abfblved.

Betwixt Africa and Spain is the iflaiid of
Minorca, in which were two confiderable
cities; one, where the bilhop refided, was
inacccffible to the Jews; there were neither wolvet
nor wild beafts there; and the ferpents, which werp
very numerous, loft their venom. On the con-
trary, in the oilier city, called at prefent Port Ma-
hon, the Jews were fo confiderable that, though it
was fubjett to the emperor Honorius, yet they ar-
rived to titles, and exercifed all civil dignities; for
‘I heodofius, who was dotlor of the law, and head
of the fynagogue, bore the firft rank among the
Chrillians, Uecaufe he had palled through all ther
offices.

Severus, being appointed bifhop of this
iflund, was eafily pcrluaded b)' Orofius,
who had lately returned from Jerafalem,
loaded with lingular relics, to undertake
the converfion of the Jews. They began with pru
vate conferences, and proceeded to public dii'putes,
the laft of which was held i*t their fynagogue, where,
finding fome jewifli women had armed themfelves
with ftones, t« throw at them, they provided for
their own defence. The conl'equetice was, that the
fynagogue was pulled down, and nothing faved out
*of it but the books and plate ; but the bifliop,
through the power of oratory, brought their great-
eft men to relent, and, in about eight days, the
greater part of them were converted, and the fy-
nagogue turned into a church. Majnv, however,
that remained obdurate, went and hid themfelves
in caverns, till hunger forced tljem out; and others,
leaving all they had behind them, went and fought
an al>lum in foreign countries; all which circurp-.
ftances fhew that there was fome violence ufed
againft them by the bilhon and his clergy. Baro-
nms feems to own as muc 1; and adds, that this ex-
ample would have been followed in many othtfr
places, had not this method of converfion been put
a ito”™ to by the reignuig prince.
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Method of Afce’ the Comp“er of the Baby|0n||h determinati(_)n of diff_erence_s betwixt ma_n ) /‘fIrE
aurpiiiret Talmud, having taught in this manner ~ and man, without being obliged to repair cipavity.
jiabyioniih (ixty years, puhlifhcd a colle£tion of his the damage, when the fentence was given

- decifions, which he divided into four diffwrong; whereas, by the common laws, they were to

ferent parts. The firft contained the maxims and
rules of the Mifnah, with the doubts that might be
propofed, and their iblutions. In the fecond, he
handled divers queftions, and related the opinion of
theTanneans and Gcrnarifts about them. The third
Iartconfiftedof the fentences and maxims that had
een publiflied fince Judah the Saint’; and in the lall
were all the explications the fcripture alfords for the
determination of differei~ces, with the commenta-
ries of the principal dotiors. This was the firll di-
vifion of the Babylonifli Talmud. But, as R. Afcc
could not finifli his undertaking, thofe that came
into it after him changed the method, and made ad-
ditions, which have rendered it much more *con-
fufed. This great doftor died in the year 4747

Some make Marimar his fuccedor; but others
fay, that the feet of R. Hovan hallened ; that is,
that this mafter was made prefident of the academy
of Sora, in Afce’s place. |Ilis fon Thobiomi (ac-
cording to the pompous Jewilh Itylej afcended ti»c
throne of his father in the year 455, and reigned
thirteen years, during which tne nation enjoyed fuch
profound tranquillity, that they called this doftor
their Daily Profperity. He mult needs have con-
tributed to their felicity, fince they gave him the
name of it. We mult not be furpriled to hear them
«fc the phrafcs of fuccelfion to the throne, and thir-v
teen years reign, though the quellions are only
about the office of a doftor, or the pedagogue of
a fchool, .

It is the rabbinical ftyle to give great ideas of
their mafters, and to carefs them with flattering ti-
tles. Thofe that are unaccuftomed to this llyle are
cafily dazzled by it; not imagining that a pedant is
placed upon the throne, and that they fliould ex-
prefsly fay, he reigned thirteen years, when his em-
pire extended no liirther than over fome fcholars,
to whom he taught traditions. They alfo called
plain liudents princes of crowns, becaufe they were
the uppermoil of aclafs. Seeing fuch. a glorious ti-
tle is given to the fcholars, we need not wonder
that the prince cf the captivity wore it likewife.
They entertain lofty notions of thefe princes;
whereas their power was not fo confiderable as is
commonly fuppofed. The whole nation did not de-
pend on them, as is faid, fince, as far as the year
429, the patriarchs of Judaea extended their jurif-
~Ndion over many provinces; and fince that time,
the Jews difperfed in the Roman empire could not
acknowledge a prince refiding in the territories of
the Perfian or Arabian kings, with whom there were
continual wars. Would the Grecian emperors, fo
extremely jealous of their authority, have fuflered a
foreign Jew to raife taxes upon his fubjefts, and
correfpond with them in time of war? This prince’s

view of re- Tcvenues Were but fmall. The dotlors
«miMini' fay, he obtained of the Perfians the pri-
o«eipf Ihe Vilege of felting up but one judge for the

be judged by three perfons. This obfervation is fu-
tile: for it was the Talmudifls that fixed the number
of thefc judges to three; and it was impertinent to
defire of the king of Perfia difpcnfatian from a
law which they had voluntarily impofed on them-
fclves. tlowever, the prince eftablilhed three'judges
at Nerea, a town half a day’s journey from Baby-
lon; and here they paid the Didrachni, when they
came to be twenty years old. He alfo punifhed the
violations of the law by fines, which were referved
for the prince.

There was fuch another tribunal at Chaloan, five
days journey from Babylon. There was a third at
Kelar; and the laft at Babylon, where the prince
relided; and in all thefe courts they collected but
feven hundred gold crowns, which compofed the
prince’s revenue; and fuppofing his dignity propor-
tioned to his income, it could not be confiaerable.
By this we dii'cover, the reafon of the filence of all
the hiflorians concerning thcfe heads of the capl! m
vity. They fay, that all thefe priiices were of the
houfe of David. They afTign them a great empire,
by which they fay the fceptre was preferved in the
tribe of Judah. However, thefe hiflorians who
preferve the fucceflion, the names and fome aftions
of the doftors who taught in the fchools of Sora,
Pundebita, and elfewhcre, hardly ever mention the
heads of the captivity ; and if we difcover fome
names of them, it is not without great uncertain-
ty'. R. Afce is highl}”™celebrated: they enumerate
his fuccelfors in the academy: but in all the fifth
century we are examining, we find but one name
of a prince of the'captivity. It is impofTible they
fhould have been fo entirely forgotten, if they had
performed any important aftions in the fifth ccn-
tury, or had been princes, as they are ftyled.

But to return, to the Babylonian Talmuid, which
the bead of the academy compofed. This w'ork was
interriipted by the death of Afce, though he left
able difciples that might have finifhed it. But this
interruption was cauied by a perfecution that lafted
feventy-three years: it was violent; for the obfer*
vation of the fabbath was fuppreffed ; the fyna-
gogues were fhut up; and the noly houfes given to
the Magi. The principal dofclors of the nation
were made prifoners. Animar, Mor, Afce’s difci-
ples, and Huna his fon, who was prince of the
captivity, were condemned to death, and fufi'ercd
it courageoufly; but the lewifh jouth, moreadditl-
ed to the pleafures of life, deferted their religion;
fo that the Jews were feverely afflifcled towards th'?'
end of the fifth century. However, they refumed
courage fome time after, and in the year 500 the
Talmud was accomplifhed.

About the end of the fame century, , -
there arofe a new fed, called Sebureans tne of
or Scemics, atthe head of which was R» the Seburtaof
Jofi, Thefe doflors pretended to doubt @' s¢fPUct

of
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of every thing, and feem to have ftarted up to op-
pofe the infallibility which theTalmudifts attributed
to the I'almud; but whether by openly queftion-
iug its authority, or the fenfe of its dccifions, we
cannot aihrni. However, this kind of ufurpcd pre-
eminence became fo odious to the red of tlic Jews,
Jhat it did not lad long. It began to appear only
about the clofe of the fifth century, and was dri-
ven out of the world before the middle of the next,
by the*(iaonim, or (iaons, a new let of dofclors,
vho took that pompous title upon them, which (ig-
nifies fublime or excellent, and who became tlie
idols of the academies, and of the people, in the
next century.

Perftcution of the JEWS in. PERSIA under CA-~
VADES and CHOSROES.

THE fixth century commcnced with
cuied m Per-  the perfecutions which the ten tribes i'uf-
fu fered in the ea(l. Cavades, a haughty
and impious monarch, caufed many Chriilians to be
fev~ely tortured, and endeavoured to oblige them
i«<”~ibrace the religion of the lonians; he likcwife
toniiented the Jews by a variety of inhuman me-
thods.

Infurrfiftuin

Jews

In the time of Zcutra, a prince of the
captivity, arofe the famous Meir, a learn-

of t_heJewi
k'_'a'”'tff_*je ed rabbi, and great dodlor of law, who,
fia® ' having dcclarcd war againfl the Perlian

king, with only four hundred men, was
very fuccefsful againd him during feven years, af-
ter which his men having polluted themfelves with
ftrange food and female intercourfe, he was defeat-
ed, taken, and put to death by the Perlians. They
went thence into the city where Zeutra refided, and
plundered it: they then took that prince and thepre-
lident of the council, and hanged them upon a bridge.
His family were forced to betake themlelvcs to
flight, and his fon and heir Zeutra Il. retired into
Judaea, where he became prefident of the fenate or
Sanhedrim. This the Jewifh hiftorians tell us was
the fource of that feries of misfortunes which attend-
ed them in Perfia, infomuch that their great mafter
Hahonai never dared (hew his face during the fpace
of thirty years, xhat is, during the whole time of the
feign 01 Cavades.

The Jewi However, Chofroes the Great was not
ferfecuted more favourable to them than his father.
under They had endeavoured to purchafe his fa-
Chofroes. vour by betraying the rmperor JuUinian.
This prince had fent ambalfadors to the eaft to nego-
tiate a peace, and had loaded them with prefents;
which were received with fuch acknowledgments,
thiSt there was reafon to hope for a fpeedy iffue of
the treaty, when the Jews, who had their Ipies and
deputies at this court, infinuated to Chofroes, that if
he was willing to continue the war, they would fur-
nifh him with fifty thouland men in Judaea; by which
means he might take Jerufalem, one of the richeft
cities in the world. Chofroes accepted the propo-
falj broke off the negociation with the emperor, aud

was preparing to fecond the endeavours of the trai-
tors ; when news was brought that the deputies, who
were departed to execute the dehgn. had been (ei/.ed
upon their return, and fentenced to death, having
firlt confeffed their crime. This defirc to oblige the
Perfian prince did not engage him in their intcrells;
and they not only had their fliarc in the general mi-
feriesof the empire, when Chofroes, who often took,
arms agaiiiR the Romans, pillaged Syria, and ad-
vanced to Judaea, to make himfclf maltcr of jcrufa-
lem ; but this prince alfo fliut up all the acadcinics of
the”eaft; which obilrutted _the progrefs of the Ici-
ences. We do not fo much»a'sfind that there was thert
a prince of the captivity, (ince Zeutra Il. had beei»
obliged to retire to Judxa, where he long exercifed
an olHce infinitely beneath that he would have pol-
feffed at Babylon, if he had been fuft'ered to renaaiik
in that country.

Honnifdas Ill. reiloredtothejews their
liberty; for the academy of Pundebita was
opened. R. Chanon Mehifchka began to
teach; but this unhappy prince reigned
not long: his rebellious fubjefts took him,
prifoncr; and his own fon Chofroes II.
deprived him of his life. But this youag prince did
not peaceably enioy the fruits of his parricide; for
Varancs, who had been hi» father’senemy, declarinj
himfelf alfo his, and pretending to afcend,thc throne,
expelled him from Perfia, havmg firft beat hisarmy.
He was obliged to engage in many battles, before he
oould get the maftery of Varane.s, who had made a
confiderable party in the ilate, and defended himfelf
with great bravery. The Jews were in his interdt.
This faithlefs, reltlefs, imperious, jealou.i, envious,
implacable nation ffays the Greek hi/toriaii) was.
then fo powerful in Perfia, as to raife the pconlo
againfl ttieir prince, and to fortify tNe rebels; be-
caufe it was extremely multiplied, and had ainaffcd
prodigious wealth, Chofroes getting the mattery,
expiated this treachery with their blood. Thofe of
Antioch fell firft into the hands of Mebodus the Ro-
man general. This was nAt the Syrian city> but
another, which Chofroes I. had built in Perfia, and
had given it that name, becaufc he had formed it by
the other’s model, and had tranfplanted its inhabit-
ants. It is faid, they were amazed, when they en-
tered it, to find their country again; a fecond Anti-
och ; the fame ftreets and houfes they had left. Mc-
bodus having taken this place, put numbers of Jews
to the fword, deJtroyed others by different punifh-
ments, and reduced the reft to a miferable flav'ery.

Chofroes, being at length refettled, was recon-’
ciled to them, and ufefully employed them in his de-
figas. Indeed, this prince, who delighted in war,
gave out, that he armed, to revenge the death ot
Mauritius, his benefaflor, upon Phocas, who had
killed him, and made himfelf mafter of the empire.
Chofroes broke into Syria and Judaea, where he dici
terrible execution. He returned again in Heraclius’s
time, took Jerufalem, and carricd with liim a crofs
which a Jew had found. It is moft pro- Nretythouy,
bable this nation bad correfpondcn(;e with (">>xif

Chofroes ™

ReftoreJ bjr
HnrmtfdM,
ind-perfecuif*
by Chofroct
1. and
flaughtcred 1t
Antioch,
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«Tytre * Chofroes; fince, upon his being maftcr of
Jtws, Jcrufalcm, lie returned them all the Chrif-

tian prilbners, which they only bought

to fatiate their implacablc malice, for ninety thou-
fand pcrfons were unmercifully butchered.

1 "he Jews were likcwife involved in the

AliJjlhi the . .

Mohimme- defolations of Syria, as well as Jerufalem-
din perrecutti - Abdalla the fon of Alv traverfing Judaea,
both Chlil- commanded the Chriltians to (have their
Jewi. boards and wear long caps. And at Jeru-

falcm he ordered the Jews as well as the
Chriflians to be marked in the hand, to diftinguilh
them from MuHulmans. JWany of the Chriftians,'un-
ewilling to bear this difgrace, retired into the Roman
territories; but the Jews continued under the go-
vernment of Abdalla, and they fared much better un-
der his immediate fucceHbrs.

Ifdigerc The Pcrfian hiftorians aflert, that their
pfrfetyte. J<ing Ifdigerdcs perfecutcd them fome
ihe jtwi. before the war of the Arabians againlt
him. Their fynagogues were given to the Magi;

iheir academies (hut up, and the perfccution caufed
the fall of many perfons. No wonder then that they
rejoiced upon the change of their maltcr. It is an
inclination rooted in the heart of the opprefTed to de-
ftre and rejoice at the humbling of their perfecutor.
I'hey imagine that God, a juft protestor of the in-
Docent, punifhes the opprellbr, and makes him feri-
lible of his iniquity. The Jews pafled this judgment
upon Ifdigerdes, and the Perfians, who had given ,
them fuch hard treatment. They are accufed not
only of rejoicing at the conquefts of the Mulfulmans,
vho deftroyed aoundance of churches, and did great
mifchief to the Chriltians; but of allociating with
tliem, oftaking their mark, and encouraging them to
carry their arms uito the empire. But their joy muft
have often been interrupted by their own misfortunes;
for the havock which tic conquerors made in Perfia
and Syria mult have given them difturbance. lie-
lides, it was not necel ary that ihcy fhould provoke
tl>e Saracens io war, who were (ufficiently inclined
to it: and from the inomfnt they had tailed the plea-
I'ure of wealth, by plundering fome provinces, they
forgot their antient poverty, and thoifght of nothing
but enriching themfelves with the noils of their
neighbours. Wc ought therefore to found the mo-
tives of the war, and of the invafion of fo many king-
doms, on the avarice of the Arabians, and the ambi-
tion of their leaders, which was never fatisfied.
i,ibfVitey»od However, the Jews highly extol the hu-
cindourofthe  nianity ofthe Arabians, who condemn the
Ardbiart. violcncc ofiercd to confcience, and re-
ftored them to the free profclfion of their religion.
They lived peaceably under ihe firft caliphs, and
their academies were open, Ghana taught at Punde-
bita, under Omar. Mar. Rabba lucceeded him;
mhilft Chenina Surfaeus, the fon of Calipta, reigned
at Sora.
omsit For fome time Omar favoured the Jews;
ecpity- and wc are told, that » MulUilman having
gainitd his caufe by Mahomet’s decifion,
and the proccl's Jbeing brought before him to be
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rcvifed, he took his fabre and cut off (he pbftinate
Mulfulman’s head, to avenge the Jew of his adverfa-
ry’s cavils. After he was caliph, a Jew complaining

'to him Af a governor of a province, to whom he hact

delivered fome goods which he did not pay for;
Omar called for ink, and there being none in the
place, he took a brick from the wall of Medina,
which he was building, and drew upon it thefe
words: “ Put an end to the complaints that are
brought againft you, or leave your goverhment.”
The Jew parrying th™ brick, was prefcntly paid the
money. This fhews what accefs this nation had to
the caliph, and this prince’s love ofjuftice. ,But yet,
if he had equity for private perfons, he was very in-
jurious to the nation : for that part which continued
in Arabia after Mahomet’s conqueits, he totally
expelled.

Inflead of fuffering under Jefid and hisfirll fuccef-
fors, the Jews refiding in thefe parts enjoyed a full
and ablblute peace. Its prince of the captivity reign-
ed with almolt as great an authority as if he had been
king. The academies had been almolt abandoned
during the revolutic-n. So great was the defertion of
fcholarsand malters, that they were forced at Soraio
make a weavcF profeflbr, becaufe he had ltudied the
Inw. But then they began to rclifh the fcienccs again.
The profeflfion of phyfic, which is always profitable,
fSJlwied its former lultre. A priefl of Alexandria*
named Aaron, was at once phyncian £nd teacher: he
had publifhed a book, intithed “ The Pandcfts; or,
the Treafure of Remedies.” The Jew, Madergieuf,
who was at the caliph’scourt, then tranflated it into the
Arabic language.

Affairs ofthe. JEWS in the Wefl, under feveral Prin™

ces: at CONSTANTINOPLE, AFRICA, ITAN
LY, SPAIN, and FRANCE.
THE firft caufe of complaint which the juHniaa™

emperor Jullinian gave them, was his edifh.gainft
edicl, _ which forbad them to celebrate
their palfover, according to their own calculation,
and enjoined them to keep it at the fame time with
the ChriHians. This was no more than what we arc
told he did to the latter, whom he opliged to follow
his new calculation, which cauled no Icfs coiifufion
amongll them, but the Jews, ever tenacious of their
old culloms, relented it at a higher rate. They were
foon after expofed to a more levere ediS, by which
that emperor deprived them of leveral privileges;
particularly of making wills, and bequeathing lega
cies. He likewife deprived tbofe of Afri- Thcfyna-
ca of the public exercile of their religion, pouw, of
at the requelt of the council of Carthage,
and fent orders to the preicCl of the praeto-
rium, to turn all their fynagogues into
churches, and to reltrain them from performing any
religious duties in caverns. This law was executi-d
chielly at Borium a city of Africa, fituate at the* foot
of the mountains wiiich bounded Pentapolis on the
eweltern fide.

The
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Bo' ium in The fuuation of this city was nron”™?,
Africi peo- becaufe a chain of mountains fliut up its
gled_by the entrance, and left but a very narrow paf-
ewl.

ikgC-Lacumc at lu The Jews bad made it
aretreat ia Juftiniafl’s tirne: liere they lived the more
peaceably, bccaufe the emperor demanded no taxes
of them, and no imperial collcttor was ever feen
there. They had' a ftately tcinplc, the foundation
mwhereofithcy rt;ferred to Solomon’s'tiinc. We arc to
conclude from this, that they had been a long time
fettled in this placc, and that they vrcre rich, not-
withftanding the neighbourhood of the Moors. Juf-
tinian undertook the converfion ofthe inhabitants of
this city, as well as ofthat of Ai™Ni;ula, where heathen-
ifm flill remained, and where they facrificed to idols,
in temples confecrated to Alexander the Great,, and
Jupiter Ammon. He fucceeded in his dcfign; for
the Jews as well as heathens embraced chriliianity.
The fynagogue, or temple of Solomon, became a
church; and Juftinian caufed the city to be walled
in, to render it more tenable.

The Jews, confidering thefe edifts as a kind of per-
fecw<fl5n, failed not as ufual to pibduce a more than
x~dinary difcontent, which by degrees ripened into
a revolt, as foon as a proper opportunity, ottered.
The fird was caul'ed by an impoltbr named

Infurrec.

lion» of the Julian. He appeared in Palclline, and
C\giagiinft deluded the people of that country. As
uBinun,

he took the ntle of Conqueror, the better
to furprife his nation, he caufed all his credulous
followers to arm themfelves. The frditious falling un-
expectedly upon the Chriflians, who fancied they had
nothing to fear from a nation fo often humbled, made
great flaughter of them; but Juftinian's troops ran to
the relief ofthe oppreffed, who foon found tney were
k'd by a mifguided /eal. Their leader was taken, and
punilhed with death, which terminated the revolt.
There wasaj'econd didurhance, 25 years

K It at

Cecf:i(:'edé after, at Cefarea. |’he Samaritans and
Jews, though mortal enemies to each

other, united apind the Chrillians of this crty.

They demolifhed the churches, murdered manj; peo-
ple, and anaffinated the governor in his palace.
His wife efcaping the danger, carried her complaints
to Jultinian, who fcnt fpeedy orders to Adamantiiis
u) bring the caufe before him. Informations being
laid, and the Jews charged with all the odium and cru-
elty of this violence, Adamantius confifcated the
cftates of the rich, put to flight great numbers of the
mutineers who had ufliarc in the atlion, and took off
the heads of others. The execution was performed
with fucb feverity, that it made all the Jews of that
country tremble, and prevented for a tiuie their tak-
i[)g up arms againft the CiirilHans in thofe parts.
The Jews in Italy declared loudell againft Jultinian

K lain of Belifarius, who beficgetl Naples. This
iwuriiii famous general had recovered Africa to the
tte RoiMm  empcror's obedience, vanquifhed the Van-

dais; and in the triumph decreed him for

it atConfLantinople, brought out the facred vefiels of

the temple ofjerufalem, which Titus had brought to

Rome, and Gizeric had carried away, whenheplun-
No. 34.
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dered that great citv. This fpeQacle, Which revived
the remembrance of the taking of Jerufalera, and the
ruin of its temple, muft have dilturbed the. Jews of
CouftaaUuople.. Upon this fight, one of them ex-
claimed, that thefe precious veliels ought not to be
brought to Conftantinople, nor placed in the emjje-
ror’s palace. They cannot (faid hej be prelerved in
anv other place, than tliat wh«re Solomon confecra-
ten them; a”d this is the rcai*Un that Gizeric has taken
Rome, snd the Romans have conquered him.

Two fii6lions now prevailed in the city Thejewiaf.
of Maples, one for the emperor, and the <fttheGotix
other for the Goths, whom the Jews, who
were numerous and confiderable there, favoured.
The Imperialills, to free theinfelve,s from tlie inconve-
niencies of a liege, had reprC'fented to Belilarius,
that it was more advantageous to lay fiege to Rome;
becaufe if he took that capital, Naples, which conti-
nued in fubjettion to the barbarians but by force,
would tiaturally return to its obedience; but he re-
jected the propofition, and only made them great
promifes, if they would capitulate. Articles of capi-
tulation were already drawn up, and accepted by
Belifarius, who granted all their demands, when the
friends of the Goths patheticalty addreifed the inhabi-
tants, and fupported their arguments by the prefencc
of the Jewifc merchants, wlio were there, to allure
the people, that they fliould neither want provilions
nor ammunition during the fiege;. thc citizens, en-
couraged by this alfuratice, took heart, and defended
the place t)r twenty dz#tA's with the greatell vigour.
Belifarius lolt many good officers and.fol- K«piei bc-
dicrs in the different alfaults, in which he fineaand
was repulfed. The Jew» defended that
jiart towards the lea; and as they were perfuaded they
lﬂouldhave no quarter, fince they were the principal
caufe ofthe refidance that was made, they fought like
defperate men. The city was already taken on ano-
ther fide, whilllthey Itill fuftained the enemy’s affault
in their entrenchments: but at day-light they wera
forced in them. Belifarius exhorted his army tocle-
mency; b\U whether he fpoTie but faintly, or that the
foldiers, bent on murder and plunder, were deaf to
the general’s advice, they rcfpetted neither age, fex,
or religion, and, without diftinflion of perlbns, made
a great flaughter. This dreadful feverity quelled
them for a time, and we hear of neither revolt or per-
fecution during the two lubfcquent reigns.

Notwithflanding the reign of Mauriinis
was diilurbed with the wars of the Avari,
who came from the Danube, and made
frequent incurfions into Thracia, yet the Jews re®
mained quiet there. This princc’s avarice, perhaps,
contributed to it; for it was eafy to purchafe their
liberty and peace of him. Befid™es, the Avari were
fo remote from Juda:a and Syria, that they could not
flatter themfelves with drawing any hopes of aflillance
from thence; and perhaps their motions were but
little known. But Phocas afcending the throne, by
afliiffinating his mafter and his children, it was appre-
hended this revolution might caufe iuan)c altcmioiis
in the flatc of affairs.

8F The
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Honid cruel- The Jews of Syria, finding themfelves
ties of (Ke powerful at Antioch, laid ho d of the op-
i‘:;’:’l'oga portunity, and armed againft the Chnf-

tians. The fcdition was general, and they
fought rcfolutcly on both fidcs; but the Jews being
the ftrongeft killed many, and burnt others in their
houfes, which they had fet on fire. The bifhop
Ahadus was treated in a barbarous manner, for they
draifged him alonfj the ftreets, and after expofing him
in the molt ignominious manner, threw him into the
fire, and burnt him. They were at length with
~reat difficulty fuppreffed”~by Count Bonofus,- wkom
Phocas fent with a ruffusient force againft them.
Thofe that camc off cafieft were baniflied, and lent

Thryare awav mangled and maimed. They were,
piverfuiin howcvcr, vcrv numcrous and formidable
Cypru, jn j(ig (jf Cyprus, where they had

fovjnd means to eftablifh themfelves, notwithftanding
the refolution that had been taken in Adrian's rcipn,
of not fuftcring fo much as travellers of that religion
there. It was about four years after the malfacre of
Antioch, that the good Cyprian bifhop Ix;™niius,
fearing perhaps the fame fate from them, refolved, if
pofliible, to convert them to Chrillianity, and fucceed-
cd fo well it it, if we rhay depend upon his apology
as genuine, that the far greater part of them were
baptized.

Crepjrythe At that time Hvcd Gregory the Great,
Cex(faour» who was perfuaded that the Jews ought
the lew*. to b(. protcfted, inftead of hated, becaufe
they were, one day. to be recalled. Their generaf
converfion was the vehement objeft of his defires;
he profecuted the nieans, and wrote to his receiver in
Sicily, to abate his farmers, who turned Chriftians,
the third of the revenues they were indebted to him.
“ They muft (faid hej be called to the unity of the
faith, by mild perfuafion, and charitable advice. Vio-
lence is likely to difguft thofe, whom gentlenefs and
charity may allure. Menaces and terror flop thofe,
whom the idea of God’sjuftice, often repeated, had
fliaken. The true method to convert thenvis not to
make theni feai us, by carrying feverity to excfcfs;
but-to oblige people to come and hev the word of
God.” He likewife imagined it lawful to ernploy
money, without believing thefe prefents could iufufe
faith; “ for,” faid he, “ if we convert not the
fathers, we may win the children.”

The Jews have praifed this pontiff, in their annals,
for his lenity and indulgence to them; snd they had
reafon; for the abbefis of St. Stephen de Gergenti in
Sicily, defiring to (ignalize her zeal to the pope,

e him notice, thata great number of Sicilian Jews
$ired to be converted. But he would not be daz-
zled with a notion of increafing the church. He or-
dered the abbefs not to be too hafty, but to wait till
ijiofe c~cchufiu ns were v;cll inttrucled, before fhe
fuifered them to receive baptifm.

I rudent n pontiff had the equity to condcmn

the extravagant zeal of a new conveu of
iihcenvert. Cagliari. A Jew, who had received bap-
tifm the day iK-fore, thinking to diltinguifh himfelf m
his new religion, put timfclf at the head of a company
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of young people, and went to the fynagogue on
Eafter-day’, and fet up a crofs there. The chief
officers, military and civil, inflead of approving this
violence, remonftrated againft the Jew. The bifhop
himfelf, whom he had confulted, denied his confent,
and condemned the action, (iregory the Great, de-
firing to coincide with this prelate in his etiuitable rio-
tions, praifed him for not confounding the evil with
the good, and adviled him tapafs cenfure Upon the
new convert, without hearkening to the excufes he
might make, by laying the fault upon his zeal, and
love for religion. lie required that the crofs fhould
be removed, and the fynagogue left to the Jews;
fince, though the law forbids thsm to build new
ones, it appoints, that they fhould be left the enjoy-
ment of thofe they had already. With the fame fpi-
rit he condemned the bifhop of Terracina, who had
taken away a fynagogue in his diocefe, which the
laws had eftablilhed, and had driven the Jews from
another place, where they were retired for their de-
votion. Gregory not only revived the old edicts
iffued againft their leaving Chriitian flaves, which had
been long fince fliamefully neglefcled, but ordai'i«cl
that all the Jewifh domeftics, who fhould take refuge
in the churches, and be baptized, fliould become
free.

The Jews found their condition altered
much for the worfe. as foon as the empe-
ror Heraclius had concluded a peace with
Perfia, by which fome relics formerly tak-
en by them had been reftored to him, and
fent to Jcrufalem. It plainly appears, from his own
words, that he hated the Jewifli nation becaufe they
were enemies to the Chriitian religion; but what gave
him the firfl handle againft them was, his meeting with
one at Tiberias named Benjamin, a man fo wealthy as
to have alone furniflied his army and court with pro-
vifions, and fo elated on that account that he harraffed
the Chriftians with troublefome law-fuits and mali-
cious profecutions. Benjamin, fearing his refent-

The Jewilh
aSairs under
Heracliim fuf-
fer achange
for the worfe.

ment, found no better expedient to avoid it than
turnirvg Chriftian; but this circumftance Thevareba.
did not leffen the emperor’s averfion to niihedfrom’

the nation, whom he foon after caufed to
be banifhed out of Jerufalem, with a fevere prohibi-
tion againft thofe who fliould, from that time, ap-
proach within three miles of the place. The predic-
tion of fome foothfayers he had confulted gave him
ftill greater provocation againft the Jews. This reft-
lefs prince queftioned them about the fate of the em-
pire, which was in violent convulfions: and they
anfwered himj “ It fhould be ruined by a circum m
cifed nation.” As he faw the Jews numerous, he
gave credit to the foothfayers, and perfccuted tfft*
Jews, by obliging them to abjure their religion.
Not content witli this, the emperor carricd his zeal
againft them into the neighbouring kingdoms, and
particularly to Sifibut king ofSpain, who made great
numbers prifoners, and many abandoned tbeir reli-
gion, in order to avoid the cruel torments wherewith
they were threatened.

1he council of Tuicdo, which affemblcd by order

~ 0i
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of Sifimund, who had dethroned Squintilla, the fon
ofSifibut, and, perceiving the people’s minds divid-
ed, becaulc his competitor was flill alive, made ufe
ot religious means to unite them. He convened the
prelates of the kingdom to Toledo, proltrated him-
elf before them, and in profound humiliation de-
fircd a reformation of difcipline. The council fur-
thered the defigns of the new king, by giving inftruc-
tions to'the (ioths to unite iinder the fame prince, for
the defence of the nation, and pronouncing anathe-
mas on thofe who fhould violate the oath ot fidelity
they had taken to the ufurper. The council declared
that neither Squintilla, who had abdicated the crown,
nor his wife, nor children, nor Gelanus his brother,
who had pretended to take Sifimund’s part, and had
deceived him, fhould ever be admitted to the benefit
of the church. They went dlii;) upon the correHion
of feveral abufes, and made regulations about the
Decreeoitte ~““Mc of the Jews. It Condemned the vio-
councii of lence that had been done them by Sifi-
Toiedo. order, declaring, that nobody ought
to b(;Jbrced to believe; that we can only fave thofe
t}nttavine it; that as the firft man ruined himfelf
‘wilfully, by crediting-fallacious promifes, man can-
not be faved but by a free converfion Ol his mind,
and that he ought to be perfuaded, and not driven
to the faith.
A nenc*un. Chintila, the fucccfTor of Sifimund, and
cii. who was, perhaps, his brother, thought
alfo he ought to bring the churchmen
into his intereft. To this efifefl:;, lie called the fifth
mouncil of Toledo, which made many decrees in
his favour. But, to render his laws more authentic,
he caufed them to be confirmed by another council
affembled the fame year, in the fame place. This
council did three things againfl the Jews. 1. It re-
commended its king, who was inflamed with a perfe-

Nitwdecrte. cuting zeal. 2. It folemnly ratified the
asdiiiii e law that this prince had made, to banifh
- all the Jews out of his kingdom. Laft-

ly, it decreed, that no king, for the future, fljould
afcend the throne till he had taken an oath never to
violate this law; and anathematifed him if he broke
it. It is probable, this variation of the two coun-
cils was caufed by the death of Ifidore of Seville.
This prudent and moderate man, whofe fentiments
were known, prefided in th” fourth council of To-
ledo; he died before the fixth. Hence arofe the
incondancy of the prelates; who, having lo(t their
truly Chriltian prelident, fwerved from moderation
to violence.

Several councils were alfo called by Recefuin-
thus at Toledo, where he offered them a plan of
wiiat ought to be the fubject of their deliberations.
He propofed, that they fiiould debate about the
eletbon of kings, in wnkh the clergy had great
Iliare given them. The Jews were not forgotten;
who, after the converfion in former reigns, conti-
nued to judaize. The king was weary of this clif-

fimulation, and would have it remedied. How-
Their artful fcems that this motion of the
~00dua king, and the decrees of the council,
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produced a falutary eflfeft: for the prindpals of the
nation met, and wrote to the king, in'the name of
thole of Toledo, and of all Spain, who were in the
fame circuniflances; protefting to him, that though
they had hitherto dillembled, being neither perfect
Chriftians, nor perfetl Jews, they were refolved tf>
change their conduct, and fincerely embrace the
Clrillian religion.

They allured this prince, that they would no long-
er have any commerce with thofe of their nation
who were unbaptiled; that they would not inter-
marry with them, nor obT'erve the fabbath or cir-
cumcifion. They promifcd to Hone or burn hiiri
that fhould violate this engagement; and if the
king would gracioully grant them their lives, they
would confent to be his flaves, and that their good.-*
fliould be confifcated. But their praftices foon ap-
peared totally oppofite to their profeflions; for they
not only efijoufed the caule ot Judaifm, but pub-
licly attacked Chriftianity, infomuch that Ervigiu.s
was obliged to order Julian, then archbi- boot
fhop of Toledo, to write againft them; *aint them
which he accordingly did, with great
force and fuccefs, in a learned treatife which he
publifhed a little before the clofe of the feventli
centurj'.

Egica complained of a confpiracy the Jews and
their difperfed brethren in Africa had made againlt
his government. This prince reprefcnted to the
council aflembled at Toledo, that the mifchief was
fpread into all the provinces of the kingdom: that it
had not pafled the Alps, nor come into France;
but that it was, neverthelefs, worthy of confidera-
tion; and that it could not be difiembled or tole-
rated; and, therefore, demanded not onlv the coun-
cil’'s advice, but affiflance. Upon deliberation, it
was refolved, that all the Jews mould be Refoiuiom
degraded of their privileges, declared of the counca
flaves for ever, that their eftates fhould
be confifcated, and their children cdu-
cated by Chriftians. *

They were ftill more favoured under
Lewis, furnamed the Debonnair, whofe
chief phyfician was a Jew, whom fome
hiftorians have reprefented as one of the
greatefl magicians in the world. He was in fuch
high credit with that prince, that all the courticrs
were glad to gain his and his countrymen’s friend-
fhip with the mofl fumptuous prefents. The empe-
ror gave them liberty to build new fynagogues, and
fanted them very advantageous editls. So power-

| a proteftion bred jeaJouly and great difordcrs in
the diocefe of Lyons. Agobard, who was bifliop
of it, had forbidden his flock to fell Chrif- cma.bti br
tian flaves to the Jews to be carried intc>  thbi(hopef
Spain, and to keep the fabbath. It can-
not be doubted, but this prelate had a power to
make fuch laws as thefe for the government of the
people committed to his cafe, and then did what is
ufual with able men, when inverted with authority.
He forbad the Chriftians to buy vine of the Jews,
and to ca”with them during Lent. The Jews com-

plained
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plained of thcfe laws to Lewis, who, being pro-
voked againft Agobard, and the citizens of Ly-
ons, lent thret; commiiraries to take information.

The bifhop was nuich furprifed to I'cc them arrive
at liis houfe. Some inhabitants, who probably were
euilty of more capital opprellions, betook them-
‘elves to (light. The bifhop, having more authority,
waited the confequcnces of the inqueft, which was
not to his advantage, (ince the Jews were rcilored to
the poHcfHon of their privileges, and the market on
Saturday vas changed to another day of the week,
that the Ticccflity ()f trading on that dar might not
oblige them to violate tKe fabbath. The emperor
had in his turn the power of making regulations re-
lating to the police.

In the mean time, Agobard was much difgufted;
he quellioned whether thcfe were the true orders of
the emperor; though he could not doubt it, (ince
Ivis feal was put to them. He dccufed his minilters
of corruption; he charged the Jews with Healing
frequently Chriftian children, in order to fell them,
and of doing the bafeft aftions; and related this
upon the dec aration of a fugitive of Corduba, who
laid, that they had fold him in his youth, Thefe
accufations were not believed at court, and his re-
itionftranccs had no e(Fe6t.

Rvrard, the emperor’'s commidiiry, continued to
proteft the Jew.s, and to mortify the archbi(hop qf
Lyons, who omitted nothing in fupport of what he
had done. He wrote a fecond time to the emperor,
and Cent him a trcatife of the Jewi(h fupcrihtions*,
figned by two bi(hops he had joined with him, to
give greater weight and authority to his book. He
endeavoured to prove in this piece, that we ought
to have no commerce with hereticks; and particu-
larly with the Jews, becanfe then* is no feftary but
what has fome article of faith in common witli the
church.

Arobardiun. failure of thefe e(Forts, Agobard
tinelylei made 3 Joumey to court, to folicit more
fuporeffed effeftually af;ainft the Jews, whotn he

looked upon as perfonal enemies. He had audience
of the emperor, but it was only a/J audience of
leave.; Dbeing permitted to return to his diocelc
with(nit giving him any fatisfaOion. The difap-
poiniment of this journey redoubled his grief.
He was afraid of provoking the court, by bapti(ing
gf heathens, who were in the fervice of the Jews,
and Ibmetimes took refuge in the chur':hcs, to turn
Chriftians. Therefore, as he durft not venture up-
on this laft (lage without the emperors leave, he
fent to beg his permi(Tion. What anfwer he had
we cannot learn, but we have reafon to coiiclude,
from a molt uncharitable and fplenetic epiltle he
wrote to the great and learned Nebutius, bidiop of
Narbonne, that it was not acceptable.

The Jews having met with fuch proteflion, efpe-
cially at Lewis’scourt, againit one of the molt learn-
ed t)i(hm« of his age, made them (lourifli in France.
It was (aid openly at court, that the polterity of
Abraham and the patriarchs ought to be relpected.

1.
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Even fome Chriftians began to conform to the Jew-
iili rites in many indances that were a reproach to
their profedion.

But the treatment of the Jews was not
altogether fo agreeable under Charles underChri«
furnamed the iVald, when Remifius, a *
prelate of eminence, caufed fome of his clergy to
preach in their fynagogues, by which means fo great
a number ot their children, were like to hauebeen
converted, that they were forced to fend them
away to Vienne in Dauphine, Macon, and Arlc;; in
Provence, and other places, where they were more
numerous. The bilhop fent a complaint to court,
and begged of that prince to fend orders to tke
Difhop of Arles, &c. to follow his method, repre-
fenting that the converfion of thofe children was a
greater afct of charity than laying them out of the
lion’s mouth. In all probability, Charles confented
to thisrcqueft, for numbers of Jewifli children were
baptifcd, all by their own free x:boice, and the em-
peror was foon after poifoncd by Sedccias his Jewilh
phyfician, who is fuppofed to have been fuborned
to that vile deed bf thofe of his own nation.

'L he Jews in France were likewife ac- Tie le.riic.
cufcd of having a great hand in the trou- euicdoi af-"*
bles that happened under this reign, by
the incurfion of the Normans into feveral
provinces, particularly that of Aquitaine, where
they were very niimerous. They were (till liable
to the ignominious fentence pa(Ted again(t them by
Charlemagne, of being bulf'etted three times a year
at the church door, which was not, indeed, executed
on all theTholoufan Jews, but was in time confined
to their Syndic, or head magiftraie, who received
that punilhment in the name ot the reft.

, We may add, that though their credit
was very high at court, during the life
of the treacherous Sedccias, yet they
were liable to many infults from the populace in
cities at a diflance from it. Thus, for inftance,
thole of Beziers, in Languedoc, were yearly driven
about with vollies of (tones from the eve of Palm
Sunday to the Tuefday in Ealter week, from which
indignation they at length redeemed tnemfelves by
a tribute they paid to tne bilhop of the place. In-
deed it is no wonder that the Jews, though powerlul
at court, fhould be obnoxious to the innabitants of
particular cities. .

conoxda w
P*tkoby ci-

The Jcws boa(t that they never had fuch ~.ny igr,rd
celebrated doctors as in the tenth century.  Jewifli witei*
A new academy was cre6ted in the ealt. “"“fhed in

The Arabians applied themfelves to Itu-
dy, and the Jews imitated their conduit.
At this time, David was chofe a prince of the capti-
vity; and the weaknefs of the reigning calif gave
him ao opportunity of eftablilhing his authority on
a furer footing than it had formerly gained. At this
time the Jews were (b numerous, tliat the citji of
Pheruts Schibber alone contained near a million of
them.
Over-and-above thofe learned doftors, Ac«urt of
who
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Mofcs, fur- ~ WhoO were natives of Spain, Providence
”amegscalélf furninied the Jews wiln a famous one,

viz. Mofcs, furnamed Clad with a Sack.
This man having left the cafl, and being taken by
corfairs, and carricd with his (bn upon the coafl of
Spain, was ranfomed by the Jews of Corduba. This
vas done out of charity, without any knowledge of
his merit. But putting himfelf in the corner of a
mfchool, asalayman and a beggar, who had no other
than a fack, wherewith he wrapped himielf up to
cover his nakcdnefs, he argued lo profoundly upon
all the quellions that were propofed, that the preli-
<lenl of the fchool yielded his place to him. He
was created chief of the nation, with a good I'alary.
iiut having great inclination to die in his country,
he rcfolved to icturn thither; though the calif would
not fuffer him, for reafons of ftate. The Talmud
was then very little known in Spain, and when any
controverfy arofe, the fynagogues fent their depu-
ties to Bagdad, to have them decided. Hakem,
who was calif in Spain, and did not like his fubjefts
mxifing frequently into th” ealt, where the Abbaf-
idcjif-the enemies of his houfe, eereigned, and who
ht(ci deftroycd it, was highly gratified at Mofcs
teaching the lalmud to the Spaniards. He retained
him, in order to flop the courfe of thefe deputa-
lions, which gave him, perhaps, fome fufpicion.
Mofes reigned a long time, and Enoch his fon
fuccceded him.
The Talmud <Ye following circumflancc, it will
tiiniuted iNo  appear that Hafchem H. king of Cor-
Ard-ic. duba, whom the Jews call Afchafez, did
more than his father; for he ordered the Tahnud
to be tranflated into Arabic, either from curiofity
to learn what was in a bot)k fo cried up by the Jews,
or eli'e to make it more common in the nation, in
order to prevent the pilgrimages to Bagdad and Je-
rufalem. R. Jof'cph undertook this great work, and
very fuccefsfully accomplifhcd it; but he grew fo
naughty upon it, that he could no longer bpir
Enoch fliould be preferred to him to be chief of
the nation. He broke with him; their diyifion
made a noife: the fynagogues engaged in it;,but
Enoch had the more numerous party. Jof'cph was
c.xcommunicated: he appealed to the king; but
Hal'chem would not meddle with this afl'air, either
cut of policy, or becaulk living in dependence up-
on his Hageb, or grand chamberlain, he was not
at liberty to proted his favourites. JolVph being
deprivecl of tiie protection he expected from
court, left Spain, and took the road to Bagdad,
where he thought to find a retreat near the famou's
May; but he gave him to underfland, that he
coiild not rcceive him, bccaufe he was excommii-
hicated by.the Spanilh fynagogues. He remained,
therefore, at Dainafcus, where he died, without
being able to procure a revocation of the fciuence
which had been pronounced againfl him.
Rovoiu,on, Divifionsamong the Saracensincreafed
Mnhecai.i-  more and more iii'Spain, during the cle-
venth century, "i‘here had been a long
lime a defign lo dethrone that branch of the Om-
No. 34-
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miades which reigned there. Their weaknefs had
fo difguftcd the people, that, after they had changed
their mailer, the> fwore never to admit any man
more of that family. .The ufurpers were not much
more fuccefsfui, for the people were quickly in-
volved inanew fearch of a fbvereign. Oiie of the
Ommiades, who furvived the ruin of hii houfe,
offered himfelf to them. They reprefented to him
that, by attempting to afceiid the throne, he in-
curred a ccrtain death. But ambition overcame
love of life: “ Kill me to-morrow H'aid he), pro-
vided you make me this day a king.’

The Jews obtained fbnft; advantages r, STmu
from the revolutions in Spain; for R. Sa- diiel of
muel Levi became fecretary and minif- J=
ter of ftate to the king of Grenada, who afterwards
niade him prince of lis nation, and he employed
hii! crcdit at court in protetling it. He even fcat-
tcred his bounties among foreigners: for the Afri-
can, Egyptian, and Babylonian doftors, were his
pcnfioners. The Jews had the falisfaflion to fee
his fon fucceed him in his pofts; and the only thin™
which moderated their joy was, the haughtinefs of
this young man, wliofe riches had rendered-hiin
firoud; whereas his father had preferved his lufmi-
ity in his greateft exaltation. But an unexptded
turn of affairs diflurbed the rcpofe and tranquillity
they enjoyed,

Jof'eph Halievy, one of the learned pJrate§ m
men of that age, fet up for a converter QGe»t»
(/f the muffulmans. The tranflation of
the 'lI'almud into Arabic, which was made fome
years before, facilitated this defign, though it mil-
carried. The king of Grenada could not bear this
infult offered the cflabli'fhed religion; fo that the
Jewifh rabbi was put into prilbn, and afterwards ro
death. The perfecution began by t!)e king’s order;
in which fifteen hundred families in this one king-
dom greatly fuffered. This calamity was the more
fenfibly felt, bccaufe profperity had made them rich
and powerful. They were apprehenfive k(t the
neighbouring kings flioulcJ* imitate fb dreadful nn
example: but the violence was fbon flopped, and
went no farthe”™ than the kingdom of Grenada.

A more fevere and deftrudive opprek r-ra*,
fion would have been experiencea by Viidintdi
them, under king Ferdinand, who, at (inoen
the infligation of his bigotted wife, was wuith ii prt-
going to fiindify his war againfl the Sa- Eif::;;jby
racens by the extirpation of the Jews, '
had not the bifhops, and even thd pope fAl'exan-
der H.) put a flop to his furious zeal, by publickly
oppofing and condemning it. But what inott pro
bably extricated them out of all danger fro.m th*it
monarch and his fucceffor, was the revolution wliich
the Moors occafioned in Africa; in confequeiicc of
which Alphonlb, diflreffed on every fide, found
himfelf obliged to befriend and carefs, inflead t)f
opprelling them, in order to procure their ntoney
and affiftance. Accordingly, thev were promoted
by him to confiderable polls, and obtained fuel)
other privileges, tlwt Pope Gregory quite difap-

bG provid'd
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proved of them, though his cenfures could not pre-
vail upon Alphonfo to retraft them. Nor had his
grand bn, Peter 1. more regard to the exhortations
of Nicolas of Valencia. The cruCade being pub-
liftied in Spain, at in other Chriftian kingdoms.
Peter refolvedto engage in this war againft the infi-
<It;ls. Nicolas rcprelented to his king, that it was in
vain to go in quclt of foreign enemies fo far, when
he had f« many at home; and added, that the Jews
had fuch an inveterate hatred to the Chriltians, that
they never met them without denouncing curfes on
their heads, w'ith many other articles as abfurd and
ridiculous, to which tht king, who was averfQ to
perlecution, only lent a deaf ear. However, the
moderation of this prince did not fave the Jews
from being mailacred by the crufaders in fcveral
other parts of Spain. But, notwithUanding thefe
perfecutions, this country had abundance of Jcwilh
tiofclors in the eleventh century.
Men of learn. Samucl Cophni, bom H Corduba, pub-
ingintheeie. liflied a Commentary upon the Penta-
»adthceiujr  teuch, the manufcHpt whereof is in the
Vatican library: thofe that have read it, efleem it
«s a fine niece, butconfefs it has a great many alle-
gories. He had a difpute with a divine of his na-
tion, and died in the year 1034. At that time ap-
fared alfo the five llaacs. One of them was called
faac Alphefi, as coming out of Africa, from the
kingdom of Fez, into Spain. He pad'ed for one of
the moft learnect menof his tirne, and bccame prince
of the Exile in Spain. His epitaph, written in fpofi-
daic verfe, which (hews, that at that time they ob-
ferved quantity, after the manner of the Greeks
and Latins, was a moft noble one. The fecond of
ihe Ifaacs was the fon of Baruch. He derived his
|!;enealogy from the ancient Baruch, Jeremy’s fecre-
taryj and pretended that his family, which came in-
to Spain in Titus’s time, had fubfilied there till then.
He underftood Latin, Greek, and Arabick. He
had ftudied the mathematics, and was fo eminent
in this Jcience, that the king of Grenada called him
ihc Mathematician, forliis paflionate love of it, and
lent for him to court to be inftrufled by him. He
was received there with fuch appla'ufe, and lived
ewith fuch fatisfaftion with the African Saracens,
that he became unmindful of his country, and con-
tinued there to his death, which happened in the
year 1004. He had a violent quarrel with the firft
of the liaacs, furnamed Alpheli. They could not
be reconciled whilft they lived; but, a; the hour of
death, one of them gave an example of repentance,
and the other of charity. Ifaactie fon of Baruch
died firft; and finding himfelf ill, fent his fori to beg
his enemy’s pardon, and to throw himfelf into his
arms, »« into thofe of a patron and a faithful
Irieiid. The Ibn obeyed; Alphefi received him into
his houfe, treated him as a child, and continued
teaching him the myfteries of the law till his death.

R Gaifm The moft famous rabbin in France at
aiidLUdifci-  this time was R. Gerfon, whom fome af
P firm to have iieen born in Germany at
Mentz. However, he was a Frenchman, or at
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leaft, publifhed his book of Conftitutions there.
It is probable, he had lefs refpeft paid him in his
life-time than after his death; for they hefitated a.
long time about the reception of his colleftion of
laws, which began not to be in vogue till the middle
of the thirteenth century. He was afterwards callcd
the Light of the French Captivity. One of his
chief cfifciplcs was Jacob, tht Jon of Jc-
kar, a great muiician, and who deeply
ftudied cafes of confcience. The fuc-
ceeding dotlors couftantly quote his dccifions with
approbation; and they are received as laws that can-
not be tranfgrclfed without criminality. It is faid,
he died the lame year as his mafter. Solomon, who
Ipd ftudied under thefe two great maftcrs, made
fome figure. Chronologers are not agreed, how-
ever, upon this article; for fome make him ftudy
in the year 1140, in the middle of the twelfth cen-
tury; and others make him die thirty-five years be-
fpre. He had another famous difciple, whom the
lawyers call Albarcellonita. This was

Judas, a Barcelona dottor, who wrote a

treatife upon the p\ivileges of women. He pulTrifh-

jeu»r.

ed another upon the times; wherein he hiftoricallysv

recounted the different ways the Jews had reckoned
the times. Their firft epocha was that of their de-
parture from Egypt- They began another at the
creation of a king, becaufe the form of the go-
vernment was then changed. There was a third
upon Alexander the Great’s entering into Jerufalem;
which was followed to the tenth century of the
Chriftian church. For Scherira, who lived at that
time, obliged his nation to calculate the ysars from
the creation of the world. Some fermons were
alfo publifhed by him.

Very foon afterwards a moft violent They««r«
perfection arofe in the Eaft: their prin- \eriy pefl.
cipal houfes were nearly extirpated, RIS
their academies ftiut up, and never were
re-opened. The Prince of the Captivity e.», kutfind

and his family were deftroyed by the

houfe of the Abbaflides, which had for-
merly favoured the Jews; and the perfecution was
fo bloody, that the Jews were reduced to a very in-
confiderable number; many being difperfed into
the defcrts of Arabia, and the weft afforded a fhel-
ter for thofe who were thus driven out of the eaft.
In Egypt, likewife, the Jews underwent a frefli per-
fecution, under Hakem the third calif: however,
they were, in fome meafure, compenfated for their
troubles in this country by the favourable fituation
they experienced in Spain, where the divifions and
wars which troubled that country afforded the Jews
great tranquillity. LI

Towards the latter end of the eleventh

century, when we begin to find them

flourifhing in Hungar)™ Ladiflaus, who
then reigned, convened a fynod, in which were
madie fcveral regulations, importing, that if a Jew
ftiould marry, or, as the aft words, a[Jociaverit,"
a Chriftian woman, or buy a Chriftian flave, they
uiould be fat at liberty, and the price given for
them
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them be confifcatcd to the bifhop. His fon Colo-
man being come to the throne, forbad them, by a
new law, to ufe the Chriftian Haves, but permitted
them to buv and cultivate lands, on condition they
uled no other but Pagan (laves, and fettled only in
fuch places as were under the jiirifditlion of a bi-
fhop. Thefe two laws fhew the Jews to have been
numerous and powerful in Hungary.

Their ftatein 1” Germany, the Jewifh nation was
Gamen) ind  cxtremecely nmltiplicd; it had even built
Borenid. fynagogues in mod of the conliderahle
cities, particularly in Triers, Cologne, and Mentz.
It had penetrated even to Franconia. This people
pafl'ed from thence into Bohemia; where, in th*e
eleventh century, they performed fuch confiderable
lervices to the Chriftians”™ againft the irruptions of
the barbarians, that they were allowed the privilege
of afynagogue. They entered into Hungary. Itis
{aid, they were terrified by a variety of prodigies,
which happened at the beginning of the eleventh
century; and fearing the end of the world was at
hand, they turned Chriftians. Thefe prodigies,
ho\fcver, had not converted fut?li numbers of them,
But that many were difpofed to afts of violence and
outrage.

A frelh zeaf was rekindled againft the Jews by the
crufades.
firtg through Cologne, Mentz, Worms, and Spires,
Maya*- Committed a malfacre, from the month
ftroveabyibe of April till July, in which were ftabbed
eruucks, drowned five thoufand perfons; and
that the number of thofe who were forced to abjure
the religion of their fathers cannot be afcertained.
They oo not exaggerate the matter: on tbc con-
trary, hiftorians amplify the nupiber, with the addi-
tion of hideous circumftances. They aflert, that
fourteen hundred of them were burntat Mentz; and
that, from the refiftance and diforder which happen-
ed on that occafion, half the city was reduced to alli-
es. Thofe of Worms at firft retired to the bifhop,
but he would not receive them, unlefs they turned
Chriftians; the people fuftered them not to delibe-
rate long: fome embraced Chriftianity, which they
abjured as foon as the ftorm was over; others de-
ftrred themfelves. Something like this happened
at Triers. The women; feeing the crufaders com-
ing, murdered their own children, faying. It were
better to fend them thus into Abraham’s bofom, than
to abandon them to the Chriftians. Others, laden
mith ftones, threw themfelves into the river, and
were drowned; fome fled to the bifhop’s caftle :
Kgilberi, who refided in it, preached them a fer-
mon, by which they were apparently converted; but
,the year following, all ot them, except one, re-
iapfed into Judaifm. The bifhop of Spires had
more humanity; for he not only prote6led the fu-
gitives, but caufed fome of their perfecutors to be
hanged. The mifchief went fo far, that the Bava-
rian annalifls reckon twelve thoufand that died in
that country; and others affirm, that the number of
thofe who perifhed in Germany was almoft incre-
dible.

They complain, that thefe votaries, paf-*
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About fifty years afterwards, ariother
crufade was puDlilhed. Rodolpnus, who fat
was commifTioned to preach it up on the
banks of the Rhine, did it with great fucc™s. As
it was one of the articles of his religion and his doc-
trine, that the enemies of Chriftianity were firft to be
taken off, and thofe ftabbed who were near at hand,
before they went to feek them in foreign lands;
the people were inflamed by his exhortations: but
the maflacre was not fo great as defigned, becaulc
part of them took their fight betimes, and retired
to Nuremberg, and other cities depending upon the
emperor, under whofe prdtetiion they found more
fecurity. We muft dojuftice to St. Bernard, and
acknowledge that Rodolph’s doSrine did not pleaf()
him. He wrote to the archbifhop of Mentz, whom
this hermit had inflamed by his preaching, to prove
to him, that he ought to look upon the perfecution-
of the Jews as inhuman; and, therefore, he advifed
that he might be fent back to his defert. Neverthe-
lefs, the flame was fpread far and near by his trurtW
peters, not only in Germany, but in nroft other
parts of Europe, and great numbers of Jews weic
maffacred, if we may credit their chronologers,
while others, being driven inta defpair, b*y the cru-
elties they were likely to undergo, put an end to
their own exiftencc. The cleveiuh ccntury ended
with thefe perfecutions.

Egypt is oue of the places where the Jews have
refided longefl; they were numerous in the twelfth
‘century, when Benjamin paid them a vifit. He
computes thirty thoufand of them in one fingle city
upon the frontiers of Ethiopia, which he calls
Chouts. He faw two thoufand Jews, and two fyna-
gogues at Mifralim, at preficnt Grand Cairo. There
was fome dtvifion among thofe who inhabited it..
The occafion was frivolous, for fome who came
from Judsea, dividing each fcdion of the law, finifh-
ed the reading of it but once in- three years,, whild
the other ancient inhabitants of Egypt read, itall in
one; as was done in Spain and other places.. Here
refided the head of all the* fynagogues oi the coun-
try, who created the doftors, and fupported the in-
tereft of the*nation with the calif. Nor did our
traveller forget the land of Gofhenj where the If-
raelites dwelt fo long.. He thought he could ob-
ferve fome trafis of their ancient buildings>many
Jews were retired thither; two hundred were inone
face, five hundred in another, and near three thou-

nd in the city of Gfjftien; as many at Alexandria,
and very few at Domiata. The reft he reprefents as
difperfed in all the other provinces and towns of®
Egypt, in great numbers, tnough vaftly fhort of
what they once were, when the fingle city of Alex-
andria was reckoned to contain an hundred thoufand
of thofe people.

St. Bernard, who was a great enemy to

By memij of

the Albigenfes, was as remarkable fon st Heriurd,
favouring the Jews: he not only fup- the Jewi »ie-
prefled, in a great incafure, the perfecu- (oo by
tion of them, but granted them many R%EBO-

privileges, in order, as he faid, to pave
the-
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tlie way for their converfion. This faint biaiTed
Pope Innoccnt the Second in their favour; for, as
he was very fcrviceablc to this pontiff, during his
flight into France, he infpircd him with fcntinients
of moderation and gentlenefs. The argument of
St. Bernard Has llrengthened, by pointing out to
him the neccffity which he himfelf was in of tolera-
tion and affiftance. The pope was fo intirely their
friend, that the Jews joined in the proccffion when
his holinefs made his public entry into Paris; and
ordered a roll of the law to be carried before them,
which they afterwards prefented him with. It is
faid, that this gave rife ‘to the ceremony ufed at
Hiis day, when popes are inllallcd. The Jews yait
lor him in the way to St John de Lateran, and pre-
lent him with a copy of the law; when he returns
thisanfwer: “ | reverencc the law, which you have
received of God by the hands of Mofes; but I con-
demn your expolition of it, becaufc you flill expc6l
the Meffiah, which the apoftolic church believes to
he Jelus Chrift our Lord.'
rerfccuted ia the beginning of the reign
Spim of Alphonlo VIII. was not favourable to
them. He was yet a child when his fa-
ther Sanchez the Defirgd was killed by the Sara-
cens; he afcended the throne young. Moreover,
as he was well difpofed, he was eafily ovcr-reachcd.
Jofeph the Jew was his firft minilter of fiate, and
grew fo potent as to have his coach of Hate and

;uards to attend him. Gonzales, an officer urider
lim, having committed fome fault that dclcrvcd dif-
jrrace, refolved to deftroy his bencfatlor and his
inailer. He declared to the king, he had devifcd
the means of procuring him vail fums; in order to
which he demanded of this prince eight heads of
the Jews at his own choice, which were granted
him. Thus he found an expedient at once to gra
tify two pafTions, his avarice, and hatred of the
nation. He chofe eight confiderable perfons, whom
he caufed to be beheaded, and confifcated their
tllates, part of which he gave to the king, and con-
vTvted tlie reft to his owifufe. He afterwards offer-
ed a much larger fum for the grant of twenty more.
But this oflcr was not accepted, bechufe the king
»hofe r&ther to reap the profit without the eflfufion
uf blood, by obliging the richell of the fynagogac
lo ranfom their lives.

They did not Itop here, for it v-as debated in
couQcil, whether they fhould all be expelled the
kingdom, and their eflefts Itiw;d on, in order to
defray the charges of the war, without burdening
the people with new impoiitions. 'I'hc opinions
were divided in council, which gave the Jews time
to deliberate among themfclves, and to olfer confi-
dcrable fums of money. They were, however,
highly rejoiced, when they faw Gonzales fall into
diigrace with the king, who caufed him to be arrefl-
ed notwithflanding his great fervices, fo that his
fal eftablifhed their tranquillity, ljut what farther
ingratiated them with him, was his falling ileeply in
love with a beautiful young Jewel's, whom he
facrificed his hotiovir andintereif, and, for her fake,
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to her nation; for the Jews, taking that advantage,
grew fo powerful and infolent, that the court and
clergy Jjecaine quite ftandalized at it, and, at
length, dilfolved the charm by the death of the be-
loved objefl. The Jews took advantage of this
happy junBure, and grew fo potent, that R. Elia-
kim, who then lived, and wrote at that time a ri-
tual of the ceremonies obferved in all the fyna-
gogues, and which is called the Cuftoni of tjie Uni-
verfe, reckoned twelve thoufand perfons of his re-
ligion in the city of Toledo.

In France, their fortune was much di- Frae, b>
verfified. They were accufed at Paris of i>hiip
ifiurdering St. William; and, for their
puniflimetit, fentenced to the flames. Indeed, they

deferved death, if they were guilty of that crime;
and if no innoccnt perfon >as involved in the fate
of the guilty, thej™ bad nothing to complain of h,ut
themfelves and <heir own cruelty.

At Be/iers they were very hardly dealt with. On
Palm Sunday, every year, ccmiuicnced a certain
lalliine which amufed the people, who wer6 there-
ore careful to ree¥™it. T le rabble flocked mit at
night, fcoured the flreets, broke the Jews’ windowi™v,,
ana ftoned all thofe that fell in their way. The bi-
fhop having often noticed this inhumat: proceeding,
which was their preparation for the EafTer ceremo-
nies, treated with the Jews, and prevailed with them
to buy off this infult, by frying him a tribute. The
treaty is very fingular; for thehifliop engaged him-
felf and his fucceflors to preferve the Jews from
infults, from war, and dilapidation, by da/ and by
night, all the time betwixt Palm Sunday and Eaft-
er; deftlaring, that he would fhut the doors of the
church againft all that fhould break open tliofe of
the Jews; and on their part, he obliged them to pay
annually m the bifhop two hundred fols de mel-
~ruil, which, might amount, at that time, to four
filver marks, to the church of St. Nazarus, to pur-
chafe ornaments. This treaty was concluded at Be-
ziers, and rendered them pretty eafy, till they were
expellfd under Philip, furnanicd Auguflus.

The Jews in England, who had been

banifhed out of it ever fince the year land obtain

1020, had (ince* found means to fettle from Hen. 1l
. . .. - nfw hurjinj

again in tjiat kingdom, and were be- g ngs

comt: fo numerous in the reign of Hc:n-
ry Il. that, having then but one burying ground in
London, they petitioned that monarch to permit
them to have fome new ones; which were accord-
ingly granted. But they (iiffered much Thevfuffcr
under Richard 1. becaufe the court and um+ Rich,
people were prepoll'efled with a notion, -
that the Jews were all magicians, and might prac-
tife fome witchcraft upjn the king, if they were*
prefent at his coronation. Severe injunfciions were
given to all the Jews, not to appear at it. Some,
who came from far and near, at great expence, to
fee the ceremony, were refolved not to lofc their
labour or money. They flattered themfelves they
lhould not be known, becaule they were llrangers
in the city; but they were millaken. The oflicers,
having



THE

having difcovered fome of them at Wellminflcr,
PerfecHted UDon them with Raves. They drag-
Jidrmaiwcred  gcd them out of the church, half dead;
(iimudout but the noil'e of this execution being
the kingdom. fgt tj*g pgj, ,ig i, an
uproar; who broke open the houfes of tic Jews,
and killed thofe they met with. Happy were they
that found faithful friends to fhclter them. The
tumult fpread from the capital to the counties, where
great iTumbers were llain. The day after the coro-
nation, orders were given to Hop tliefe violent pro-
ceedings; but whether they were ill executed, or
that it was impoffible to put fuch a fudden check
to the fury of the people, the perfecution lalled al-
inod all the year, which was that of the jubilee.
When Richard crufaded, a dill greater calamity
befcl them. The Jews Uiought they had purchali;a
this prince’s favour, by the great fums they had
brought Into his treafury, to fupport his expences;
but the pec”le refolved to make a general maHacre
of them. This was performed at Norwich, where
they began. Many of them fuff'ered at Stamford
and, St. Edmund’s. The man'acue was more terrible
at York; where 1500 had feized on the city, to de-
fend themlelves; but, being beGeged, they oll'ered
to capitulate, and to ranfom their lives with mo-
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r]from him to have all his adverfaries filenced.
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Il a good poet, and author of the dialogue, intituled

Chozar. 3. Abraham Levi, a learned rabbi, (aid
to be related to Aben-Ezra, and who was a inoll
zealous antagonift againft the Caraites, though far
inferior to them in point of reafoning and judg-
ment, fo that, not being able to cope with them, he
had recourfe to king Alphonfo VII. to whom he
had rendered fignal lervices, arvd obtained an order

During the 13th and 14th centuries, Tt seasjsi

they were Rrangely diminilhed in the nation mthe

ea(t; and they were forely perfccuted beim‘i“":rel:

by* the calif at Bagdad. .Nafler Ledin- Zied by the

illah, one of the Abbafficlcs, was then ggcljit at Blig«
.1d.

calif at Bagdad; his reign lafted forty-
feven years, all which time he perfecuted the Jews;
he was induced by two reafons. One was. That he
was very'zealous for his religion; for he caufed a
great number of mofqucs and places, dedicated to
the Mahometan fervice, to be built in his domini-
ons. The other was an exceflive avarictr. It isiaid
of him, that, feeing a ciflern, which he wiftied to
be filled with gold and (ilver, but which ftill want-
ed two fathoms of it, he cried out, * Shall I not
live long enough to HU it?” On the contrary, his
randfon Mollanger, finding it full, exclaimecd.

ney. The offer being refufed, one of them cried, How happv fliould I be could I live long enough

out, that it was better to fall by their own hands,
than the hands of barbarous allamns. This animat-
ing the rell, they became the executioners of their
own wives and children, and retiring afterwards to
the king’s palace, fct it on Hre, and expired thcin-
felves amidll I'urrounding flames.

Jeained mea It will be proper, before we clofe this

in th( 12th ccntury, to give fome account of the
ceutury. molt celebrated rabbies who flburifhed in
that period. We begin with the learned rabbi Na-
R Nthan Jechicl, chicf of the Jewifh

academy at Rome, and author of the
book called Haruck, wherein he explains all the
terms of the Talmud, in fo copious a manner, that
lie has, in fome meafure, exhaulled that fuhjefl;, in-
fomuch that thofe who have come after hifn have
rather plundered than improved him, purticularly
the great Buxtorf, wl>0 made frequent ufe of his
remarks, without quoting him.
Aben-Etrt srtrnt Aben-Ezra was the next in

time, though fuperior in learning and
merit; he was furnamed, by way of excellence, the
Wife, as he really was one of the mod learned men
of his age and nation. He had been a great travel-
ler, and a diligent fearcher alter learning, was a
good allronomer, phiU)fopher, phvfician, poei.and
c/itic, in which lall fcience he hath excelled all that
ewent before him, and is chiefly admired by the
Chrilliaiis for his judicious explications of the fa-
cred books.

ThfM learn,
ed Levis.

| 'hree fatnous rabbies, of the name of
Levi, flourifhed in this century. One
born at Cologtie, who, alier many infe-
rence'with the Chrilliaiis, was baptiled and taught
Latin under the name of Herman. 2. Judah Levi,
No. 34.

to empty it!” Both of them lived to fee their de-
fires accomplifhed. Naffer, who defigned to fill it,
made ufe of the law of Efcheat, before unknown,

.aiid appropriated the fuccefTion of all foreign mer-

chants, who died in his dominions. The riches
of the Jews drew upon them great extortions from
avery covetous prince, and, at lafl, an open per-
fecution; fot Naffar, commanding them t) depart
all his provinces, or turn Mufliilmans, rart of them
went into exile, and the reft chofe to Uay upon the
terms ofi‘ered them.

By the wars which the Saracens and More* Nadi-

Chnllians waged there, as well as in S)'- njtidfsimf
ria, Juda-a was much depopulated. Mofl
of the citics frequently clianged maflers. Ne\er-

thclefs, there wei”c ftill ao6lors and fynagogues in
it. For here it was that the famous Mofcs Nach-
manides retired, and built a fynagogue. He was
born at Gironiie, applied himfeif to phvfic, but
afterwards made great progref's in the fiudy of the
law, which has given him the name of the JJii-
thcr of Wifdom, tlie Luminary and the Flow*er of
the Crown. A fermon he preached before the
king of Caflile, obtained him the charafler. of the
Father of Eloquence. Rainban (which is the
name he commonly goes by) at firit defpifed the
cabbaliHical law; but when he had once rclifhed it,
he attained to the greateft perfedion in it. AVe
cannot conjeclure why Ramban, who enjt)yed fo
great a reputaticni in his own countl-y, left it to
go to Jeruralem; butit is certain he retired thither,’
built a fynagogue, and died tliere. ‘ Authors do
not agree about the precife time of his death. He
compofed a prayer upon the Ruin of the Houft,
or Tempi'."; Letters to iiiduce men to piety; and

8 H < par-
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pariicularly to recommcnd the holy ftate of Mar-
riage. He entered deeply into the reigning dif
putes of that time, concerning Maimonides's Tenti-
inents; and ma”e an apology Tor R. Alphes, which
he intituled the Book of Wars. It would be ufe-
lefs to affix a catalogue of his works, which may
be feen eifewherc. Baruch Germerfhcim alio quit-
ted his country, to cfFeCl the reformation of the
Sptfnifli fynagogues. From thence he went to
Candia; and, at .length, fought a retreat in Judiea,
mnhere he died.

The barbarous nations of Mamelukes and Tartars
having depopulated all the”places they pafs'd through,
the fettlemerits which the ten tribes had in this coun-
try were dcdroyed, and the nation again difperfed.
However, they devoted themfclves »o thcfe newmaf-
tcrs of Afia, and fometimes found favour at their
court. Aknicd Khan, I'urnamed Nicoudar Oglan,
after he had ufurped his nephew’s monarchy, turned
niuffulman, and thereby drew' upon him hisJTubjefch’
hatred, who had great inclination for Chriltianity,

The Jewi and averfion for the Mahometans. Ar-
iniereltwith ~ goun Khan, who impatiently bore his
QLQ;:“ uncle’s uliirpation, iffued out of Chora-

fan, whither he had retired, and where he
vas defeated and taken prifoner. This difgrace raifed
him to the throne; for Lemir Buga, who was ordered
to kill him, joined with him, and furprifing his un-
cle’s general, and the fultan, who was diverting
him at Bagdad, he caufed him to be taken oft, and
afcended his father’s throne.

Argoiin at firft gave the government to Buga, who
had (Tone him fo important a fervice; but this mini-
ftcr, elated with his grandeur, and unable to bear his
exaltation, rebelled, was (lain foon after, and a Jew-
ini phyfician, ingenious and agreeable in converfa-
tion, named Saadeddoulat, became firft minifler of
the fultan. They do him thisjullice, that he depriv-
ed the Chriftians of nothing they poni™n'cd in Ar-
goun’sempire. But he emiMoyed all his addrefs to
raife his nation, and to procure it new eftablilhments;
thus the Jews of the Ea<t began to revive, and to
enjoy the advantages they had ncen fo long deprived
of. The mulfuhnans with indignation btheld the pro-
grefs of the difperfed tribes, and the rathw, becaufe
they were kept out of all employments, and (hut out
oftheir prince’scamp; but they were quickly folaced
by Aigoun’s ficknefs, while the Jews praved in all
the provinces for the fultan’s health. Saadeddoulat,
who forefaw the confequenccsofthis (ick-
nefs to himfclf and brethren, f;nt exprefs

orders every where to redrefs the grievan-
ol tht princ*  ceg which were complained of during his
and hit iniNii- .
®er. miniltry, and to appeafe the people by a

Ipeedy fatisfafclion ; but all to no purpofe.
Argoun died, and even before his death the mini-
iter of Hate was accufed of having poilbned his maf-
ter. This accufation, invented by the Arabian hif-
torians, feems improbable. Neverthelefs Saaded-
doulat was taken olf; and after the princc’s death,
which the Muluilmans confidered as a very fortunate
event, they fell upon the Jews, and made great

A revolution
(Aiid m iltACtc
on the detfthi
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flaughter of them, to revenge the real or pretended
injultice they had done them.

In the Weft, and particularly in Spain, sae of the
their number and authority fometimes f;;witiﬂ the
ert.

excited the jealoufy of ecclcfiallics, who
lerfecuted them. This happened at the
beginning of the thirteenth century at
TtHcdo. The bifhop of that great city,
piqued to fee his diocele filled with muTtitudes of
opulent Jews, and deliring to enrich himlelf with
their fpoils, c.xaipcratcd the people againft them.
This bilhop, who was of a warm and redlcfs temper,
interfered in all affairs of peace and war, and nothing
confidfrable was tranfaded in Spain, but what he had
a hand in. His merit had raifed him to the li;e of
Toledo, notwithllanding his birth ; for he was anob-
fcure native of Caltile. His dioccfe became fenlible
that he was fitter to be a minifter of Hate, or the
general of an army, than a*bifhop. But the Jews fuf-
ered more from him than any others; for, putting
himfelf at the head of a rabble which he had raifed,
he tumultuoufly entered their fynagogue, difperfed
the affembly. and tkence proceeded to plunder iheir
houfes. He endeavoured to juftify his, rapacity by,™
acculing the Jews of having betrayed the city when
the Moors bcfieged it: but it is not probable the
*befiegcd would quit the city U) go in procellion a
league from it, or that they would have given up the
cuitody of it. Befidcs, the capitulation of the inha-
bitants is their apology ; for they were permitted to
quit the country, and carry of} their efr'etls. They-
were allowed feven churches, upon condition of pay-
ing the impolls that had been paid to the Gcths; and
the Jews who were included in the treaty had liberty
of confcience granted them.

Perffciited it
Toledo.

Another diiader foon fucceeded tiiis; Mair.<tedby
for the crufaders, who Vere preparing for the “Yu\érs,
their expedition to the Holy Land, having
their rendezvous near this great city, completed

what that prelate had begun, from a notion that the
dellruBion of thefe enemies to Chriltianity would
undouJ>tedly obtain a blefling on their enterprize;
fo that thefe votaries prefcribed no bounds to their
cruelty. Abravanel looked upon this perfecution as
one of the four fevereil that his nation fuffered; for,
according to his account, a greater number of Jews
went out of Spain, than Mofes brought out of Egypt,
The nobility of Spain withftood the torrent of thefe
cruelties, and repreffed them by their authority and
refinance. But King Ferdinand, who endeavoured
to win the love of his people by perfecuting the Albi-
jenfes, and other reputed heretics, and who himfelf
et fire to the pile on which they were burned, to
fliew the ardour of his zeal, could not be favourahle

to the Jews, the moil odious of all others.
According to their principles, the Jews certainly
ought to blame themlelves for their calamities, and
to confider themfclves as the principal caufes of
them, for, by their own confeffion, they were fallen
into two crying fins. There was fbme variation in
their Tephilim. * Their fuperflitious partiality for
their phylatleries of the head and hand, was notori-
ous
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ous in very early times, but it increafed in the follow-
ing ages. Even the points and ornaments of their let-
ters were a l'ubjett of fcruple and controvcrfy be-
twixt the German and l'ortugucfc fynagojjues, and
the Spaniards differing upon tois matter, railed com-
motions in the beginning of ihe thirteenth century,
for R. Baruch made a jonrney from Germanv to
Spain, to reproach them with the novelties wnich

they introduced into their fynagogues. Bolides this,

s Spain they were guilty of a more pal-
Willi toicivn able miidemeanour, for they no longer
dem”ed'w rupltd to marry ftrange women; as mar-

ges with Chriltians had been feverely
forbidden, it is probable they contracted oftener with
the Saracens’ daughters. Moles de Cozzi reprcibated
thefe marriages. He was of an Italian family, and
therefore retained the name of the town of Cozzi in
the Milanefe, whence he came; but he was born in
Spain, and deemed the molt learned rabbi in his
time. He was averfe to thefe heterogeneous mar-
riages. He preached often upon this fubjetl, and at
lall had the good fortune to be heard; for many lent
away the Itrange wives tlu-y I™id married. There
were neai 12000 Jews in the city of Toledo. «

At this time, Raymond de Pcnnaforte,

tiie'tbnmi- prior of thc Dominicans, had already
d.i» ateupt* condetnned the violence that had been*
;fmifby%' oficn emuloycd to deilroy rather than

to convert the Jews, and recommended
gentle inftrufction. As he had great cre-
dit with James I. king of Arragon, whofeconfelForhc
was, and often minilter to thc p()pe, he perfuaded
this prince that he ought to reprefs the infolence of
the people, to oblige many to thc ftudy of Arabic
and Hebrew, to qualify them to difpute with Jews
and Saracens, and to lead them to Chriftianity by
convincing them of their errors. They boall much
of the fuccefs he had with the Saracens, and affirm,
that he converted above ten thoufand of them> and
that the Moors of Africa had a fincere defire to do
the fame thing; but they do not fo confidently fpeak
of thc converfion of the Jews. It is only obferved,
that they entertained great refpe£l for his perfon, as
an acknowledgment of his gentle and equitable way
of dealing with them. King James of Arragon, at
his requell, publilhed divers ediQs j and though they
were not fo rigid as others had been, yet they in-
fringed upon the liberty they had anciently enjoyed.

tle means.

Reymod This Dominicau’s exertions produced
Hariin, 1 the Pugla Fidei, or Poniard of Faith. This
book is fomctimes afcribed to him, as if he
was the author; but he was only the pro-
filed, =ike moter of it, nor did it appear till three

years after his death, compofed by Ray-

mond Martin, a man of the fame order.
It has been fuppofed, that he was born a Jew, and
that he turned monk after his converfion; but Nach-
rnanides does not upbraid him with being an apoftate
from Judaifm, though this violent and paliionate
rabbi (Wred not thc grofleft abufes. He nad been
ieleEtea to ftudy thc languages, to be employed ia
the converfion of the Jews, bore fome part at the
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.dying with hunger,
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conference held at Barcelona, in the palace of King
James, and in his prefence againft Mofes Nachma-
nides, the famous cafuift before-mentioned. We arc
told, that' Raymond fo confounded his advtrlasy,
that he was obliged to quit Spain, and retire lo
Jerufalem, to avoid the fhamc and leproach that he
would have incurred. About the fame Apmiia
time, Alphonfo X. Ising of Caliilc, em-

ployed another Rabbi, Haac t!'+ fon of '™ -
Sid, who made the allionomical tables, which have
fince been called thc Alphonfine, and held in great
elteem by all the learned, vho have applied them-
feltes to the ftudy'. Moftin, the fon of Tibbon, wha-
then lived in the kingdom of Grenada, tranflated all
Euclid’s elem,cnt.s, whofe nunufcript is ftill at Rome..
It is faid, he taught at Montpelier when he conv-
pofed this work.

In other cafes Alphonfo likewife made
ufe of them ; and his proving fo generous
a patron, excited the jealoulv of the zea-
lots, and put them upon aevifing new
)lotsand accufations againft them, and it was proba-
)ly about this time that three villains of the city of
Oriena in Andalufia threv/ a dead body into the
houfc of a Jew, and accufed him of murder. This
calumny being fprcad through the city, the people;
malfacred all the Jews that fell into their hands.
Some of them efcaped into their friends’ houfes, but
k being the feaft of unleavened bread, and there be-
ing none of it to be met with, they were very near
as chuling rather to fan than
break the law. The inhabitants of Palma imitated the
Orfonians in flaughterin™ the Jews, who folicited
their brethren to lend aueputation to the court, to
put a ftop to a maffacre that was like to become uni-
verfal. The perfecutors followed the three Jews that
were deputed very clofely, and arrived even before
them, becaufe thefe envoys had been obliged to
leave the road and abfcond in a forcft, for rear of
falling into their perfecutors’ hands.

Jt)leph, the head of the cmbally, pleaded with fo
much eloquence, that ho* was admired by all the
mourt. The king acquitted thc nation of the pretend-
ed murder; but neverthelefs rebuked them for their
exceffive ufuries, thc fumptuoiifnefs of their drcfs,
and the pomp wherewith tnefe fugitives'walked the
ftreets, fo as fo provoke the jealoufy of his fnbjetts.
He afked thein, why they taught to fine, fince they
ought to be in mourning? Why they inftru~led their
children to fence, fince they never went to war ™
The Jtws excufed themfelves by laying, that their
nation had a mixture of bad and good men, like the
Chriftians, and that the king had only coiidcmned the
magnificence of habits in the Jews, without men-
tioning their women, which occanoned them tt>
think the edi£l did not relate to thenu

Alphonfo’s countenance and proteftion:

Malieiout
Itra afrm
againll Uia-
Jewi.

. Tlie teamed
produced many learned men, befides men in the
thefe already mentioned, and among the ;"Toen?if At-

reft, the famous Melr Mithridos, as Tie is
called by GantZr though he was the fon of Thcodo-
rus, prince of the Levues at Burgos. lie ought not
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to be confounded, as is commonly done, witli ano-
ther Meir of Narl)onnc, his cotemporary, and who
had, like him, a great many difciplcs. This rabhi,
a native of Toledo, vas a great cafuifl. |ie gave his
principal piece the title “ llefore and Bcliind, or He-
ore tiie Fares,” to fhew that he penetrated to the
bottom of the mod fubile arguments, and had Itudied
ill! fules of a queUion. He wrote alfo a volume of
letters againft NaiTlimanides, and trained up difci-
plcs, that maintained their nation’s and their mailer’s
lionour,
Hwkofdtvo. James |. king of Arragon refpcfted
tionconpoied  their learned r~ibbies fo highly as to re-
jyihfrjp-  ccivc moral Icfchircs from tliem. He dc-
lired of tliem the books of devotion and
piety they had compofed. R. Jona, who lived at
that time, wrote to another Jona of Gironne for ad-
vice, how he ought to atl with the king of Arragon’s
injunfclions, who had connnanded hnn to write a
book, to inflru~t man in the duties of religion and
piety. It is believed likewife, that ii is to this Jona
mvcought to afcribe the honour ofa famous bi)ok con-
cerning fear, which is attributed to the other Jona,
and has been tranflaled into feveral languages. The
rabbies, upon the whole, muft have been in great fa-
vour with this prince, fince he had recourfe to them
to be inllrutied in the rules of true piety and de-
votion.

Miaacteof In Langucc'loc, the groffeft outrages
ei.ejewiiu were committed on the Jews. Nothing
Ungutdoc. could rcflit the torrent which overfloweci

on all fides, and made horrible havock wherever it
came. They pariicularly attacked the Jews, to en-
rich themfelves with their fpoils; vet the Chrillians
were not fecure, becaufe the fmafleft pretence was
a fufticient motive for pillaging their houfes. Appli-
cation was made to the pope who refided at Avignon,
but the people delpifed nis excommunications and
anathemas. The count de Touloufe executed the
laws and juftice upoi> them. He feized fome of them,
and made them prifoners; but the people opened
the prilbns, and the Monks broke their chains. The
count was willing to fave fome Jews, but the man to
whom he had intruRed their cullody, delivered them
to their enemies, and he had the niortification to fee
them come into his city to force the remainder of the
nation to turn Chrillians. They lubmitted to it to
avoid death.

The maffacre continued at Bourdcaux, Agen,
CaUel-Sarafin, and other cities. Thoft who wcwe
retired to Narbonne, imagining the llorm was over,
came out of their retreat; but they found in the way
a troop of ruffians, who, fupportcd by the peafaius,
put them to the Iword. The king of France, tired
v’itli fo many cruelties, ordered them to be proftcu-
ted without quarter. ‘I'ne nobility armed by the
king’'sorder, and obliged them to retire into Navarre
and Arragon. They carried the fame difpofition thi-
ther, and caufed the fame diforders. The kii>g of
Arragon armed againil them, put the princc Alphonfo
at the head of his army, who caufed the leader of the
ruffian* to be killed by his mafter of the horfc, and
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difperfed the refl. Part of them periflied by the
{word, and the red bhy; peftilence, which theii raged.

A freih fpring of milery to the Jews aroi'e from the
plague, which they were fuppofed to be thecaufc of.
Heing acculed of confpiring with the pealiuits of Me-
fura, to poifon the waters of the river, and of furnifh-
ing them with the ingredients, they were caft into
prifons, and informations were lodged againtt them.
Their innocence was proved; but the

king, who was unwilling to acknowledge mdJw
the injullice he had committed, in retain- PHmtupon
N . falfe accufa-
ing fuch va(t numbers of prifoners fo long, tjon,

upon a falfe pretence, aeclared that he

had (liut them up only to convcrt them; and upon
their rcfufal to embrace chriftianit]’, fifteen thouland
of them were fentenced to the fire and burnt.

Though Alphonfo XI. their friend and protcClor,
was wholly guided by one Joieph of Altigi, then
intcndant of his financ(?s, neverthclefs his mutinous
fubjctls prevailed upon him to iflue out an edict
againllthem on account of an indignity pretended to
have been offered by a Jewifh boy to tne apparatus
of a facred ordinance, as it was carried through the
ftreets. A council was called that very «T h e
night to deliberate whether they fhould be
maflacred or baniflied, when the advice
for banifliment prevailed. Happily for
them the prince-royai obtained a revifion of the prn-
cefsj by which it was found that it was a young Chril-
tian, whofe curiofity had brought him to the window
to fee the proceffion, and had by chance overfet d
vellel of water upon the chalice. The king upon this
revoked his edia to the mortification of the zealots,
who gave out that the Chriftian had been fuborned to
make a depofition in favour of their enemies. This
however aid not hinder the populace from falling
upon the Jews in another cit}', where they maffacred
them upon the fatne pretence, and might have gone a
much greater length, had not the king caufed'to be
hanged ten of the mutinous ringleaders.

This danger had no fooner fu ifided, than they fell
into Egiother much more dreadful. There was a
mutiny againft them at Toledo. R. Afcher having
fled fome time before from his native place Northem-
bourg, retired to Toledo with his eight fons. One
of his children feeing the aflaflin breaking M(racr:»f
open his houlc in order to murder him,
fell into fuch an excefs of rage, as to Kill
all his relations that were fhut up with him. He
{tabbed his own wife, and that of his brother Jacob, a
man remarkable not only for his difintereflcdnefs,
while he lived, as teaching alw'ays gratis though he
was poor, but for leaving behind a famous book
intituled Turim, which is a body of civil and eccJe-
fiaflical law. This Jew having killed all his rela-
ticms, dilpatched himfelf for fear of falling into the
hands of the Nazarenes. Some place this perfecu-
tion in the year 1340, but others date it nine years
later, and with reafon, not only becaufe in the year
1340 R. Jacob compofed the book before memion-
ed, but Alphonfo X1. who had countenanced the na-
tion from the beginning of his reign, was living in

1349-
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«



THE HISTORY OF THE

*349* At liis death he tolerated a fedition which he
could not fupprecl's.

Peter the Cruel his fon, who came to the throne in
the year 1350, (aw feveral fatlions formed in his
kingdom, either by the inColence of the people, or
the great, who umrped part of the authority, and
caufed moft violent commotions. mHenry de Trittc-
mare, his natural brother, fupported by Bertrand de
Guefcliii, took Toledo, killed him, and came before
Burgos, which [Itill refilted. 7'he Jews fortified
themfelves in their quarter, and reful'ed to furren-
der to the conqueror. Peter they alledgcd was their
lawful king, and that they would rather lofe their
lives, than receive another mailer, who was not the
heir of his houl'e. Henry could not forbear efteeming
their fidelity for a deceafed king, and therefore,
when they engaged on his fide, he granted them ho-
nourable conditions.

At the end of this century, the Jews were not
treated more/avourablv than they had been at the be-
ginning. They complained that the Monks, who
were willing to make themfelves favourites at court,
or with the people, from a princ;Y)le of zeal, affcQed
to appear their irreconcilcable enemies. One of
them obtained a™ order by the queen’s means, to
banifh them all from Spain. But this princels being
advifed not to cut down, or pluck up, a vine that
bore good fruit, was appealed by a fum of fifty thou-
land gold crowns: they luffered much more under
the rcign of Henry HI. king of Caftile, who was but
fourteen years old when he came to the throne.
Marlin, archdeacon of Altigy, preaching in the
hreets of Seville and Corduba, fo inflamed the
minds of the people againlt the Jews, as to
caufe them to maffacre them. The flame
flew to Toledo, Valencia, and Barcelona,
where fome were plundered, others killed, whiHt
the more politic changed their religion, to efcape the
fury of the rabble. The fynagogues of Seville and
Corduba, which were fo numerous, were difperfed
by the multitude of deferters. Henry purfued them.
Thofe that retired to Andalufia, and other places,
m\ere murdered by the inhabitants. His fon John was
as inhuman as himlelf. Thofe who concealed theni-
felves in the father’s reign, perifhed miferably in the
ion’s, becaufe they were denied all the neceflaries of
life, and were eafily diltinguifhed by a red badge,
%hich they were forced to wear.

. In Arragon, the llateshaving affembled
Oppr«?fled in
Arragon. to prevent the confeqHence.s of a war,
that ieemed inevitable, refolved to raife
new taxes upon the Moors and Jews, to fupply the
exigencies of Hate, whilft the nobility took up arms;
aivd thefe impofts fubjetVed them to continual vexa-
‘tions and profecutions, which reduced them to the
lowefl degree of mifery.
Out oi* the various fovereigns that go-

Jewt per-
ffcuted hy
Henry I11.

fTO'\’,’grep%‘;'Zh vern the nations of the earth, hardly any
moftfavour-  can he found, in general, ib favourable lo
able to the the Jews, as the Roman pontiHs. Whillt
vl Bt thefe perfecuted the Chriftians, who were’

not fubjcd to their laws, with great ri-
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jour and inhumanity, the Jews were cho-
en as intendants of their finances, and
had full liberty of confcience granted
them. This uroanity chiefly arofe from the incapa-
bility of the Jewifh nation to render any cffential
diflervice to the holy fee; whilft the Proteftants were
fo numerous and poweiful, as to threaten its very
exiflence : but indeed one branch of the fuprcme au-
thorfty exercifed by his holinefs, and delegated to the
Jefuits in that diabolical jurifditlion called the In-
ouifition, was particularly inimical to the Jews, and
they were on many occafions dittinguifhed by alinoft
unexampled cruelties. *

In the-province of Brittany the Jews
were very numerous; and, being for the
molt part ufurers, impovcriflied the peo-
ple. The merchants and nobility com-
plained of it. John Rufus was then duke of Brit-
tany, his father Mauclerc having laid down the go-
vernment. This prince aflembled the ftates, ov
which it was enafted, at the requeft of the bi/hojjs,
abbots, barons, and vafTals of Brittany, that all thi®
Jews fliould be banifiied out of this province for
ever. The debtors of the Jews were difchargetl
from the debts they had contrafted with them; and
thofe that had received pledges from them were
allowed to keep them. All that killed a Jew wcrt*
declared innocent, and tliejudges were forbidden to
take an information againlt them, X)r to bring them to
trial. It was refolved to addrefs the king of France
to caufe this flatute to be executed in his domini<)ns,
that is, to expel the Jews, toflrip them of their for-
tunes, and give licence to kill them. The duke of
Brittany engaged for himfelfand his poflerity, for the
prefent and future, “ to maintain the faid ordinance;
and in cafe of itsviolation, the bifhops had not onJy
>ower to excommunicate him, but to confif'cate liis
ands in their diocelcs, without any refpetl: to the pri-
vileges he had obtained, or might obiaia in time to
come. Laltly, He declared, that not one of his vaf-
fals in Brittany f)iould be admitted to do homage, till
he had taken oath before twt) bifhops, or two barons,
to obferve this law, and not to fuffer any Jew upon his
territories. Add to this, the great council of Lyon ,
in which the emperor was excommunicated, made
two new decrees. By one, princes who had Jewiih
fubjefch were commanded to oblige them to return to
the crufaders all the money they had extorted from
them, upon pain of excommunication to fbtnc, and
others were deprived of the privileges of civil fociety.
By the fecond, the Jews were prohibited frdui de-
manding their debts of the crufaders till their return,
or till they had received an authentic certificate oF
their death. The council of Vienna alfo, comuiiof
called in the fame centHry, was obliged vi;ma
to maintain the Chriftians againlt the op-
prefTions they fufiered by the ufury of the Jews. But
the Jews Itill found means to maintain their influ-
ence, noLwithflanding all thefe decrees and precau-
tions, infomuch that in fbine provinces of France,
Eartlc’\larly in Languedoc, they had the privilege of

emg ralled to tlie uiagiftracy, and in nioU places]c
(0]

cr\gy(lnl

them.

The Jeut
expelled
from Utit-



678 THE WHOLE GENUINE WORKS OF JOSEPHUS.

of the kingdom, to have Chriftian flaves; a cir-
cumllance which was attended with very great in-
convenienccs, and often with enormous abufes.
ivecuted AN Jews Underwent a fecund perfecu-
afrtih in tioH in thc year 1320; and this misfor-
Languodoc, (ooncr ovcT, than they fcfi
into another. Hiftorians write, that the Saracen
king of Grenada, mortified to find hinifclf fo oft-
en overcome by thc ChriiUans, fought an expedi-
ent to be rid of them otherwife than by arms. He
called the Jews of his kingdom, and a(ked them,
mwhether there was no way to poifon all the Chrif-
tians ? They wundertoolc this commiflion; but,
thinking they could not execute it themfelvcs, as
tliey were too much fiifpeCted, they corrupted fome
lepers, and communicated their defign to them,
mnhich was to poifon the wells and fountains. Thefie
lepers being bribed, and farther hoping to inrich
themfelves with the fpoiis of the dead, aflembled
in four general councils, and formed their proieft
all togetner. The waters were found poifoned in
Franee and Germany.

A leading man of Pernay fent to the king the
deputation of a leper, whom he had feen in his
territories, and who confefl'ed he had been cor-
rupted by a rich Jew, that gave him a receipt,
which being dried, put in a bag, and thrown into
a well, immediately rendered all thc water bane-
ful. The lepers were tried, fome were lhut up in
prifons, and others in their ped-houfes, and pro-
hibited to go out. The people 6f “.anguedoc,
without waiting for the neceifary formaluies of
law, mafl'acred them in fuch a barbarous manner
as cannot be read without horror, while the pre-
tended criminals marched to the flames and other
cruel executions, with fuch joy, as if they had
been going to the celebration of a fcflival.

At Paris they had fliewn more equity, for none
tut thofe who appeared guilty were put to death,
borne were bammed, and others kept prifonei*
till they had difcovered their treafures, which king
Philip the Long feized* and diereby raifed a con-
fiderable fum. Some hifloiians, ho.wever, affirm,
that they werie all expelled out of the kingdom.

length, however, the exigencies of
the Hate obliged Charles, dauphin of
Vienne, and duke of Normandy, to recall them
during the diforders caufed by the imprifonment
of his father in England, by the oppreHion of the
great men, and the mutinies of the people, who
were weary of their tedious tyranny. When he
eamc to be king, he confirmed what he had done
as dauphin, obliging only the Jews of his kingdom
to wear a badge of diftintlion.
The iom re. N formidable cala-
«Kiy ireica mity which the Jews endured in France
anthticignof  2y"s undcr the government of Charles V1.
I his prince being difordered in his intel-
lects, or, as the fuperditious allcdge,
bewitched, the Jews were accufed of committing I'e-
veral murders, and other outrages, for which lome

of them were hanged, others fCourged, and feveral
other fcverities ufed, which obliged many of them
openly to profefs the Chriftian faith. At length, the
famous editl appeared, which banifhed their whole
nation from the French dominions.

In England, even fo early as the reign of king
Stephen, anno 1145, the Jews were acciifed of cru-
cifying a young Chriftian, in contenipt of that re-
ligion, and were accordingly puniflied for it: they
were again profecuted for the lame atrocious afl in
Gloucefter, in thc reign of Henry Il. anno 1181;
but Ibnie have luppofed, and not without probabi-
lity, that thefe accufations were feigned in order to
opjjrefs and fleece thc individuals of that nation.
Kir,g John reigned wkh feverity; he
loaded tue Jews with heavy taxes, and
when they began to refufe him money,
rnade them prifoncrs, and extorted, by violent pu-
nifhments, what he could not obtain by his edifcls.
Not fatisfied with thefe extortions, he confifcated
the eftates of ail the Jews of his kingdom, and ba-
nilhed them by a proclamation ilTued for that purpofe.

A pl{in was forrfied bv Henry HI. to u*,
convert the Jews of his kingdom, which Hnjn"
he thought he could not more effe£tually
accomp illi than by founding a feminary for the
maintenance of converts. He committed the con-
du6l of it to an ingenious man, who carried on the
defign with gt'eat afliduity. All that were willing to
be converted had here a fafe retreat, where they
lived in peace, without being fubjetl to fervile la-
bour or ufury. There werfc many induced by idle-
nels, and the temptation of being maintained with-
out pain and labour, to come into it, fo that ihe num-
ber of the converts multiplied, and the houfe con-
tinued many years.

Some time afterguards, the Jews of TheJensof
Norwich were accufed of taking away a MNorwich pu
Chriftian child, of having kept it for a
year, and, after they had circumcifed him, defign-
ing to crucify him at thc feaft of the paObver. But
the defign being difcovered, the crime paffed not
unpunifhed. The fame accufation was ,
brought againfl thofe of London, four
years after, with fome remarkable circumftancGs.
The child having been fold to them bv his parents,
and crucified, and the fafts difcovered by fome mar-
vellous circumftanccs, not worth mentioning, h&
was canonized for a martyr, and his relicks carefully
pi‘efcrved. However, the murderers could not be
found out, Only fome Jews, having left London
about that time, were (hrewdly fufpefted to have
been guilty.

The year following, all the nation was
alarmed, from the perfecutions of the
crufadcrs in Spain, France, and Ger-
many: fearing, therefore, that this ftorm
would (ly over thc fea, and fall upon them, they
prevented it, and purchafed an edifcl of thc king,
prohibiting any harm to be done them throughout
nis dominions.

Opprcmon of
Kn.g John,

Crufiidesdanw*
gerou'i, Jews
purcliafe an
inJemnity.
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The king having, through misfortune, frequent
occafions for money, Gaifricl, his prime minilter,
thought it could not be eaficr found than among
the Jews. Upon their rcfufal, therefore, topaytlie
great Aims he demanded, they were accufed of com-
iniiting a murder at London; many were imprifbn-
ed; and, after many vexatious fufi'crings, obliged to
pay a third of all their ellatcs. Nor did this luffice
for theiT intire fecurity; for, four years after, this
infatiable prince demanded new prcfents from his
j'ubjccls.  He rejected thofe which the abbots and
priors brought, when they wert not deemed confi-
derable enough, and demanded greater. The Jews
were not fparcd in his demands. He received him-
lelf the gold that was prefcntcd, and made eJiis offi-
Heaw uwes cers receivc the filver. One particular
irgpoicuon Jew, Called Aaron, was obliged to pay
them. gold marks, and his of-
ficers four thoufand marks of filver. This fame
Aaron was taxed, feven years after, ten thoufand
marks of gold, and fourteen thoufand marks of fil-
vcr, to gratify the queen, and, obtain his releafe
out of prifoii. The reil of the jews were not more
happy; they were accufed of coining, and counter-
feiting the prince’s feal; and, under thefe pre-
tences, they loaded them with imports. They had
their exchequer and particular judge: it is proba-
ble they gamed over this judge by prefents; at
leall, the extortioners were accufed of favouring
them, to have the power of fleecing them in their
tucu. ]

John Lunel, though an ecclefiaflic, couUl not fe-
cure himfelf from this acculation. He was charged
with receiving great fums from rnany Jews, for
protecting them at the bar, and diminifhing their
taxes. The king fufl’ered him to be'cruelly treat-
ed, and his punimment would have been flill great-
er, if one of his firft miniflcrs had not piocured
his pardon. A knight afterwards underwent the
fame fate ; he was impeached of being corrupted
by the Jews, whofe commiffary or overleer he was,

and of having forged a falfe indenture, to which he .

put the king’s feal, intrufled to him for the Jew-ifli
affairs. Complaint was brought to the king, and he
recriminated upon the Jews who had affilted him.
However, he could not refcue himfelf from the
hands of juftice, without the lofs of his poft, and
a confiderable fine levied upon him.
Jewi difpofed Frefh fums bemg demanded of them,
touitEig.  which they could not pay, Elias of Lon-
don fpoke for them all, and reprefented
to the council, that fince they had refolved to fink
them, they had better e”pel them the kingdom, or
grant them the liberty of departing; as, perhaps,
they might fomewhere elfc find a prince whqg had
fome fentiments of juftice or humanity; that the
king knew well, that though he fhould denounce the
heavieil penalties, they could not furnifh the fiun
demanded .of them. However, the council denied
them the liberty of departing, but the tax was mo-
derated, and, by this means, they drew from them
ihe little they had remaining. Howeverj Henry
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renewed thefe extortions the year following. He
reprefented, that notwithllanding all the taxes ho
had railed, he fiill continued involved in debt. He
folemnly declared his debts amounted to two or
three hundred thoufand marks; he obfervcd, that
he mud defray the expenccs of his houfliold; and,
therefore, he demanded eight thoufand marks of
the Jews. They reprefentecfonce more to the king,
that they were ready to quit the kingdom, and that
the pope’s ufurers had completed their ruin. Tho
king, enraged with this rcfufal, fold Theywd
them to his brother Ridiar”™. It was not tjHenry»
doubted but that Richard would treat

them more harfhly than his brother, and demand
double the payment of his debt; but he took pity on
them, becaufe he was convinced of their poverty
and diftrefs.

In addition to thefe misfortunes, the Jews of Lin-
coln were accufed of murdering a child. There
were three particular circumftancgs in this accufa-
tion. One was, that the inhabitants of AnnccufttiM
Lincoln had invited four Jews from every rrefcncd
city in England to affifl at r.his facrifice. "™
A fecond, that the murderer confefled, *
when his life was promifed him, that this facrifice
was renewed every year, though it was not always,
difcovered. The third was, that the king, refufing
to ratify the promife of faving the Jews, not only
put him to death, but arrcfted ninety-one prifoners
;it London, and capitally punifhed many others.

Henry I1IL according to fome, banjlhed them
out of England by an irrevocable editl. The mo-
tives of this exile are varioufly reported. A Jew-
ifh hiflorian fays, they were accufed to the king of
adulterating the coin. The king eafily perceived
the innocence of the accufed, and that the depo-
nents were guilty of the crime they had charged ou
others. But, notwithflanding,'they went on with
their accufation, and produced witnefles. The
king, feeing them fo cruelly bent, was afraid that
the people would exterminate that nation, and,
therefore, ordered them to depart his territories.
Mofl Chriflia« authors agree concerning an ediCt
of banifhment, made againfl the Jews at the end
of the thirteenth century, in king Edward’s reign;
and manifeft proofs are found of it in.loine chance-
ries of England. Trivet affirms, that Edward IIL
banifhed the Jews out of his kingdom, Their e*pu-
gavc them money for their paffage into fion bykin*
France, and afterwards confifpted thejr Ednard
ettates. Polydore Virgil attributes this edift to a
council hcdd at London in the year 1291, which
dcfigning to feparate the fheep from the goats, com-
manded, by a public edjft, all the Jews to depart
England in a few days, giving them liberty to carrv
away their effefts. They obeyed the decree; * and
thus this nation, which was prodigioufly numeroj =
in England, departed out of it for ever, flill w;ir
dering from one place to another, till it was in*
tirely loft; and its lofs will not be very affeBins.
provided they leave us their facred books, wiilV
out which it would be_ difficult foo prefcrvc oui \--

lImo;
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ligion in future* Edward, the preceding year, had
pafled fuch another dccrce for all the provinces he
uoUe”rcd in ?'rance. The motive alleagcd for this
ieyerity, was, that the Jews, entering into too
flrift an intimatr)~ with the Chrillians, corrupted
them. However that be, it is phiin tliey never ap-
peared in a body in this kingdom from that time,
till they were recalled to it in the time of Oliver
Cromwell.

Many accufations were made againft
the Jews in Germany, and a terrible
{laughter of them took placc in Frjtnc-
fort, under the reign of the emperor

Tlifr arecru.
e.ly IUujlilcr.
litd

crei) in Ger-

many, p«rtt. N .

eulitly dt Frederic. The cit> of Nuremberg was
Trancfrrr, likewife rendered infamous by a mod
Mirtn&aE, -

HIJ PtigUf, dreadful madacre of this people, har-
lit kKukemia,  lafied and perfecuted in the extreme on

every trifling accufation. They who fled
to Bohemia did not long remain undillurbed; for
there the inhabitants of Prague, difgufted with their
celebration of the palTover, chofe that feafon to
burn their fynagogucs, together with all the wor-
Ihippcrs it contained.

Jewi retrett During fome perfeciitions which this

to lortujal, ~ people endured in Spain, John Il. King
IWI"ef’CJ"h.“ of Portugal, rdolvecl to afford them an
. favburi . . .. . -

fliiin (rom afylum in his dominions, principally that

felfirti mo. he might enrich himfelf with their fpoils.

pvel. andon - The intereU of his kingdom too demanded,

that he fliould afford a retreat t<>the Jew.<,
from whom he had received conliderable ferviccs*.
He had fent fome of them to the coalt of Ormus, and
the Red fea, who brought him a faithful account,
and fervod him in the difcovery of the Eaft-Indies;
but }et he did not love them. Neverthclefs, from
motives of policy, he received them, but impofcdon
them moft rigorous conditions. Each was obliged to
pay him eight gold crowns for the privilege of refuge.
He moreover fixed a time, beyond which it was not
lawful for them to continue in his territories without
entering into flavery. The two conditions were dif-
chargeu by many fugitives, that retired into this king-
dom, and afterwarc s chofe rather to live in flavery,
tliaH cxpofe themfclves to frefh misfortunes. They
complained, that he fent a vad number into the Ifles
of Thieves, newly difcovered, where they miferabiy
periflied. But at the fame time they covnforted them-
jielves with a notion, that Heaven look vengeance
on him; for he died young, and his fon, who, by
marrying Ifabella became neir to many kingdoms,
fell from his horfe into the Tagus, from wiience he
was carried to a pealant’s cottage, where he died; fo
that the crown devolved to another branch.

John'’s fucceffor, Emanuel, feemed at firtt to com-
palFionate thefe opprefled wretches, and rellored
them to their liberty. But the alliance he made witli
Ifabella and Ferdinand occafioned hjm to a™ter his
firft purpofe. Ifabella, that haughty and bigotted
queen, plainly declared, that fhe would not have a
man to her fon-in-law that fuffered the enemies of
Trfirhery their religion in his kingdom. Emanuel,
«fEminuei therefore, facrificed the Jews and Moors

to an alliance he thought more advanta- kingof
geous. He allowed both of thepi to. depart "gc”;c%a; to

out of his dominions. He kept his word
with the latter, as fearing reprifals would be made
in Africa upon the Chriltians. But he doubly viola-
ted his faith with the Jews, by depriving them of the
liberty to carry away their children above fourteen
years of age, which reduced them to that dcfpair,
that ft>me of them killcdthemfelves, and othejs, facri-
ficing nature to religion, became their own execu-
tioners. Bclldes, after they had afli“ned them three
ports, whither they were to embark, they reduced
them to one, fo that they were obliged to alter their
meaiures, make adouble journey, and exhauft their
treafures. In fine, the delays that were given to the
embarkation made greatnumbers milijrable. Amongff
thofe who turned Chriltians, to avoid fuch a train of
difadersas they law before them, many were harlhly
ufed from a too jud midrud of tieir hnceriiy, and a
great number were madacred upon the firit flight oc-
cafion. All which outrages feem but too mnch en-
couraged by the cruelty and treachery with which
King Emanuel had-uled that unfortunate people.
This difader is chargcd upon the Jews by fome hif
torians, who affirm, tliat they drew it upon them-
felves, becaule fome of them, after publicly profef-
fing Chridianity, and being baptized, were found
celebrating the fead of the Padover in fecrct; but
Mariana ought to be preferred before all foreign and
(Jerman authors. It is, nevertiielefs, true, that molt
of thofe that remained in Spain and Portugal didem-
bled indfad of being converted, which isthe natural
ed'eftof perfecutiojj in matter of religion. The mod
furprifing thing is, that this religion ipreadi- from ge-
neration to generation, and dill lubfilts in the perfons
of diffemblers to a remote poderity. In vain the
great men of Spain make alliances, change Ddinmui«inn
their names, and takfe ancient efcutcheons; a
they are dill known to beof aJewilh race,

and Jews themfclves. The convents of eminent for
Monks and Nuns are/full of them. Mod e»thard
of the canons, inquifitors, and bidiops

proceed from this nation. Moreover, he brings

proof of his affertion, in maintaining, that there are
in the fynagogue of Amderdam, brothers and fide."-s
and near relations to good families of Spain and Por-

tugal; and even Francifcan Monks, Dominicans and
Jeluits.
Jofeph the fon ofJofliua, who continued #D.

his chronolop” till the year 1554, was a blelrnSpunI
Spaniard, ana the bed hidorian this nation
has had fince Jofophus. BenVirgac was another Spa-
niard, who has collctled feveral necedary rules lor
the underdanding the CJemara, which are the rngre
ufeful, becaufe they were forgotten by other inter-*
preters. Ifaac Cardofo, a defcendant alfo from the
rortuguefe diffemblers, became one of the principal
phyficians of Cadile; where he wrote iiis Spanifli trad
concerning the ufefulnefs of water and inow, and
cold or hot drink. But at length, being tired with
his difguife, he quitted Spain and the Catholic religion
with his name Ferdinand, which he had received at
his
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his baptifin, and retired to Verona about the middle
of the lalt century. He printed his treatife, inwhicli
he expatiates on the particular prerogatives of the
Jewifh people, which ou”ht to make them honoured,
notwithdanding their mileries and difperfions, which
God only Jcnds for the punifhment of their lins. He
obierves, that this nation was chofen by God; that
it alone is feparated from all other nations; that it re-
ceived Uie lab”~th and circnmcifion from heaven, and
that the Divinity inftrutled it by infpired men. Xor
thefe rcafons the ingiiidtion is watchful over tlicic
new Chriliians; and tliey are Itill fufpetled by the
cruel miniltersof this tribunal, whoinnch themleivcs
with their ipoils. 'I'he lealt fulpicion futtices to make
them guilty. For indeed, whenever any accident
happens in the kingdom, the people accule them of
judai/.ing in fecret, and bringing down liie divine
vengeance. An inltantfe of it was feen at the be-
ginning of the lalt century; when a Dominican put
himlelf at the head of thcfe mutineers; and they
plundered, ravaged, and killed four or five thoui'and
of thcfe profelytes.

I'he aHairs of the Jews were‘greatly afFcftcd by
the rapid conqueltsof 'I'ameilane; for this conque
ror, having fixed his capital at Samarcand, palj'cd
on to Chdralan, where they were numerous. He
leized upon Bagdad, and all the Irak; pafl'cd into
Syria, where he plundered Damafcus; he defeated
Bajazct, who reigned in Anatolia, where this na-
tion had confiderable fettlements; and, as he laid
walle all places where his armies marched, it is no
wonder that the Jews were ruined and difperlcd by
his invafions.

"J'hough the body of the nation remained in Perfia
and Media, yet, as their academies had been de-
flroyed, and the fciences could not llourifh ais;idlt
the confulions of war, their learned men, and heads
of the captivity, have for a long time difappeared;
and even tlie private perlbns, difperfed in the pro-
vinces and cities, made a fad figure, becaufe they
had been ruined. It is laid they raifed their heads
under Iflimael Sophi, founder of the familj’ that
reigned in Perfia.

This prince, who reckoned himfelf a defcendent
from Ali, gathered all thole who were devoted to
this fed, and all the unfortunate that would follow
conructtj of  NIM. He found but feven or eight thou-
llhmael so- fand men in Caramania, whicli is the
phi. ancient Cilicia; but, with this fmall num-
ber, he threw himfelf into one of the provinces of
Media, and flew Ferokhead, the king of it. This
firft vidory, obtained at fourteen years of age, put
him in a capacity to take 'I’auris, which fome geo-
.gr*phers confound with Ecbatana, and <nake him-
jelf mailer not only of the reft of Media, but of Per-
lia alio.

The famous Shah Abbas undertook to perfeculQ
the Jews; which gave occalion to a general malla-
cre a long time after his death. The matter is thus
related: 'f his prince’s council, reprefenting to him,
that Perfia was very thinly peopled, he refolved to
gram great privileges to all that woukl come and
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fettle there. Multitudes of people arrived from ail
the neighbouring parts, and particularly a 'great
number of Jews, who, by monopolifiijg the trade,
amalfed great riches. They foon excited.the jea-
loufy of the other inhabitants, who brought (heir
complaints againfl them to the Sophi. I'hcrc was
no expedient to punilh thenr, witluiut gi*'iiig um-
brage to other ftraiigers, whonl (he violation of pri-
vileges, granted fcn iome years, would oblige to
retire. But it was found in the Alcoran, that this
nation was to enibrace the Munulman religion iiK
hut»dred years after its i”iblic-ation, or be nitirely
dvdroyed. Abbas, who was naturally cruel, would
have executed Mahomet’s orders, and have cut off
ail the Jews, if the mufti had not lloiiped him. It
was refolved, however, to cite the kacanis, or fages
of the nation, bclbie tlic I™)phi’s tribunal, 10 anlwer
his demands.

On tiiis occafion, the Siiah quellioned them ])ar-
ticularly about the abolition of the facrifices, and
the other ceremonies, the ufe of which had ceaied
for fome time. ’ After a varien”™ of argu- conuafli bc-
ments and inierrogatories, Abbas infilled tween
that they fliould fix a time for the ap- J™ **
jiearance of tlieir expetled MefTiah, pro-
miling that till then they fhould be tolerated; and
that if he came accordingly, he ind his fucceflors
w'ould embrace their religion: but if, on the con-
trary, he did not appear, die Jews fhould either turn
Auflulmans. or fufrer the lofs oft their lives, chil-
dren, and effeds. After mature deliberation, they
fixed the period at feventy years. Abbas made Iht;ni
pay dear tor their toleration, caufed the agreement
to be regiltered, and figned on both fides, and taxed
the Jews at two millions of gold.

An hujidred and fifieen years elapfed fince Ab-
bas’s reign, and yet none thought of the contrad
Abbas had made with the Jcw-s. But we are told,
that Abbas Il. who began his reign in 1642, and was
a little more at peace, turning over one day the
regilters of the palace, foiyid in his father’sjournal
(he contrail between the Jews and Shah Abbas I.
This furpriill him the more, as Zabathai 'lI'zevi
made a great noife at that time, and moll of the
Jews looked u[V)n him as the perlbn who was come
to difengage them from their ooligation. I1If. allem-
bled a great council, to deliberate about Ib import-
ant an affair; and it was therein unani-
moully refolved to deflroy, without dc-
lay, this nation abounding with cheats
and impoflors, that laboured only to opprcfs the
refl of mankind.

Orders were accordingly given to all the inhabi-
tantp, both ftrangers and natives, of the fophi's do-
minions, to fall upon the Jews, and to fparc neither
age or fex, except fuch as Should turn Mufrulmans.
"Phis maffacre began at Ifpahan, the ca- Ho.rid naf-
pital of his kingdom. It was cxercifi.d r.crooi tiie
with the fame barbarity in the provinces 1™
of Seyra, Ghetan, Humadan, Ardan, and Tauris,
where the Jews were fettled. The execution lafled
three years, without any glimpse of humanity or

8 K com-
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companion from the Perfians; infomuch that ihere
remained not one finglc Jew in all that valt extent
of provinces, where they had heaped up immenfe
lichcs. Some cfcaped the barbarity by fleeing into
the Tiirkiih territories and the Indies, and abjuring
their religion.

Abbas having obferved that rmofl; of thcfe conver-
hons were feigned and forced, it is not improbable
that they might difgiilt him from jiroceeding far-
ther, and induce him to reflore to them the full Ili-
berty of their religion, in which it was the cullom
of the Perhans to indulge all flrangers. We read
accordingly, that they enjoyed it a long time, till a
ininilter of Hate, who hated them, or dcligncd to
jnrich himfelf by the perfecution, engaged his maf-
ter to oblige them to turn Mahometans. He em-
ployed his utmoll efforts, fnaring neither violence
nor lenity, to fucceed in his defign. There was
alfo an order of the prince, forbidding the exercifc
of the Jewifh religion in his dominions: but, not-
V'ithftanding all this, lie could not effefl it; for,
upon diligent obfervation, it was fo"und that, what-
ever pretences they made to Mahoipetanifm, they
praftil'ed Judaifm Rill; fo that there was a neceflity
of permitting them to turn bad Jews again, fince
they could not be made good Mufiulmans. In the
meantime, all thofe that are at Ifpahan, arc poor
and miferable, and in fmall numbers. They pay

ws Jir- annually a fequin per head to the king,
graedi and ~and arc obliged to wear a little fquare
g;t\'d'*r%lll;(\ﬂfd piece of Uuil' of two or three finger's

breadth, fewed to their caps or robe, in
the middle of their brealt, about two
inches above their girdle : it fignifies nothing of
what fluff this patch is made, provided the colour
be different from that of the habit it is fewed to.
It is plain, moreover, from 'I'hevenot, who travel-
led in this country from the year 1663 to 1665,
that is, fome years before the time of the Jewifh
maffacre, tTiat, upon his going thither, they enjoy-
ed full liberty of confcience, fince he adds, that
the Perfians thought it Arange that Eatemad Doulet
Ilhould have uridertakeri fome time Jaefore to con-
Itrain the Jews to turn Mahometans.

The Jews are very numerous at Lar,
the capital of a province, where they
have a quarter anigned them to eat at
the foot of the mountain between the city and the
cadle. They are alfo ditfufed into th”* country, on
the coaft of Ormus and Bander AbafTi, in order to
glean up fome little part of the trade 'hat is car-
ried on from thence to the Indies, where they had
formerly many brethren. Indeed they were dif-
tiuguifhed there in two kinds, one that were born
Indians, who turned Jews, and the others were de-
icended from the race of Abraham. The king of
Portugal, though he had expelled them out of his
AtCoa kingdom, tolerated them ftill at Goa,

and other places, where they had their

public worfhip.
At Bi aal AN Jews maintain tbemfelvcs at Bag-
dad, where they have a fynagogue, and

Pcrfu.
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at prefent make a part -of its inhabitants; but their
number incrcafes confiderably every year, by the
pilgrimages” made to E/ekiel’'s tomb. This conti-
nues among the Jews, as well as the Perfians, and
a multitude of pilgrims arrive annually at Bagdad,
and remain there. However, they are mortally
hated; and the Rafedi’s which make a particular
fett among the Mudulmans, and are very powerful
at Bagdad, will hold no correfpondence with.them.

In Armenia they are faid to live more j,«SmAr-
peaceably; though their ow!i writers tell neny,
us, that thofe oi Mafea having accufed
them of killing a ChrilUan, becaufe he was feen to
go into a Jewifh houfe, and not come out of it
again; an information was immediately lodged
againfi tliem, and the murder being confefled by the
accufed, they crucified fome, and burnt others, not
even fparing Abiob, a celebrated phyfician, whom
they caft into the flames. Three days after thcfe
executions, the Chridian appeared, the accufation
was found to have been laid out of hatred to them,
and the confeflion to have been wrefled by torture.
Complaint being mUde of it to Solyman Il. the Ar-
menian magiltrates were forbidden from thenceforth
to take cognizance of fuch ciimnial cai'es, and or-
dered to bring them before the fultans. ‘I'liis ftory,
if true, which is takc™) from an anonymous w'riter,
who lived in Egypt, and is intituled, The Sufl'erings
of the Jews, fhews ]>lainly that if they live quiety
among the Armenians, it is rather owing to the pro-
tettion of the I'orte, than to any conformity be-
tween them and the people.

Some of them are alfo found in Me-
dia, where they were carried at the time
of the captivity, and where they have ftiil conti-
nued, though declining very much.

The Jews are not tolerated at Scamachia, feated
upon the Cafpian fea, a place of great trade; but
the Tartars, who bring thither girls and boys, and
horfes to be fold, tolerate them out of necefTity,
and mingle with them for the fake of commerce.
We iind fome of them as far as at the foot of
Mount Caucafus, which the Arabians thought en-
compafl'ed the whole earth, fo that the fini role
upon one of its points, and fet behind the other.
It is related, that the piince of Mingrclia pretends
to be defcended from David. The king of Ima-
retta aflerts the fame thing. The ancient kings of
Georgia believed it likewife; and the cham of
Georgia puts it among his titles, that he iflued
from this great king by Solomon his fon. But
thefe pretenfions, indeed, arc fupported by no folid
proofs. It is true that there is a fynagogue at Af-
calzike, a. little city fituated at the foot of Moilnt,
Caucafus, which the Georgians had built, to de-
fend themfelves againft the invafions of the ene-
my, and which the Turks have taken from them.

This is the ftate of the Jews in all tliis part of
the eaft; by which it appears, that the tribes which
were difperfed there remain ftill in PerOa, Arme-
nia, ana Media, where they have their fyna-
gogucsj and are ftill numerous, fince they are in

all
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all tlie trading cities from Baflora and the Indies to
Mingrelia. But the tribes arc too much confounded
to be any longer difl,in|2;uifhed: they are ignorant,
poor, niiierable, and reduced to the vileft cifliccs
to et tbcir bread. In fine, they have fo little cor-
relpondence witii their \ve(tern brethren, as hardly
to know any thing of them. About this time fhone
the famous impoltor, named Zabathai 7'zevi, who,
after pwdifing a variety of the moll diilinguifhcd
artifices, in order to delude the public, was, at
length, deteded in his iniquitous defigns, and re-
ceived the punifliment juilly due to his crimes.
Sr.phebfe)- The city of Sapiieta, or, as the Jews
ped wuh commonly call it, Saphct, or, rather,
Jew,. Tzephtheth, in Galilee, is the mod po-
pulous and the molt noted that the Jews have in this
fovince. They etijoy many privileges there. It is
tuate nine miles from liethfaida, upon a mountain
with three tops, is of molt difficult accefs, and,
therefore, it is (heltcrcd from the incurfions of the
Arabians, who plunder and lay walte the cities where
they can enter. It is aHo ccrt]jin, they are more
numerous and more kindly treated at Sapheta than
in all the rclt of the Ottoman empire.
An aradem It has an academy init, which is grown
y
tj.cre. very famous; and though for many years
the oriental Jews have much neglefted
ftudyand fcicnces, yet they flill keep up profelfors
and doBors here, that are men of repnte. Hither
they lend their children to Itudy, as believing the
Heurew tongue is here taught in its purity; as if that
language was annexed to the Holy Land, and that
the dotlors who teach it, and arc often ftrangers,
fpoke it better than other rabbies. But it is the
common prejudice, and the academy of Sapheta
has been, for fomc ages, what that or Tiberias, to
which it has fucceeded, was before. The molt fa-
mous Cafuilt that has appeared ftnce Simon Jochaides
taught in this academy. He was born at
Corduba, which gave him the name of
Mofes Cordoverus; but quitting Spain,
towards the end of the thirteenth* cen-
tury, he was one of the pillars of this
acadcTny, and, perhaps, one of the firit founders
of it.

nominic of
{crufalcm.

Learned men.

Mofes Cordo-

In the fame academy Dominic of Jeru-
falem taught for fome time. He became
doflor after he had finifiied his courfe of

ftudies, and read le6tures upon the Talmud. His

profeffion of phyfic he prattifed at the fame time
made him better known, than the titles of Rau and
judge that were given him, The fultan invited him
to Conltantinople, to be his phyfician. He lived
y 0 'the beginning of the lalt century, and turned
‘AChriitian; tranilated the New Teftament into He-

brew; and, at the fame time, anfwered fome ob-
jcflions of the rabbies, againtt the martyrdom of
St, Stephen.

Mofejof Mofes of Trany and Jofeph de Karo

Tuny, ad
Jofeph e

had the condufcl of this academy, about
the middle of the Hxteenth century.

The one was bora in a city of Apulia,
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and taught with fomuch fiiccefs at Sapheta, thgt the
Jews called him the Light of Ifrael, the Sinaite of
Sinai, the dotlor that plucks up mountaints, be-
caufe he refolves the difficulties that are raifed up-
on the law. The title of his book manifefts, that
it is an abftraft of the Jewifh civil law, in which
he goes to the fountain head of the laws, and dif-
tinguifhes betwixt thofc that proceeded from Mo-
fes, and others that had been liandcd down by
oral tradition; and a third fort, which are founded
only upon the decifions of the rabbies.

Mofes AHcheb was borin in this city; Mnf,. Ar
and diftinguiflied himfelf in the feven- dxh
teenth ceruury, not only by the elo-
quence of his fermons, but the commentaries he
c()mpofed upon a part of the law. All the titles
of his works are metaphorical; one is called the
Eye of Mofes, another the Rofe of Sharon, the
third, the Lily of the Vallies. He is much praifed
for attempting, in his explication of fcriptHre, to
produce fomething new; and, being more devoted
to the old interpreters than the modern, has exattly
related their fentiments, even when they favoured
the Chriftians, with whom they lived.

To the above, we niay add, i. Mofes de Nagiara,.
who was alfo a Galilean, though fome make him a
Portuguefe, becaufe of the family of Noghera,
which was, or is itill in this country. He taught
at Sapheta, and has left a commentary upon the
Ventateuch, which the Jews greatly encem. The

Jews had a prefs there, in which they a printing
printed the Ritual, which Mofes Gal- picufetup
ant, head of this academy, compofed ‘mspgen

in 1560: and, 2. Judas Jona, who, after his con-
verlion, became the learned Bartolocci's mafter,
and put him upon the defign of his rabbinical Ili-
brary, vas born at Sapheta, and took the degree of
do6lor, or rabbi, in this academy. He was de-
fcended of a Spanilh family, which, after Ferdi’
nand’s expuHion, retired into Tufcany. Pius V.
having expelled it from tUence, it paflied into the
call, where Judas Jona was born. Having gone
through his «K)urfe of lludies, he came into the
weft, and determined at Amfterd~m the validity of d
will, on which depended fome points of import-
ance. 7’he' fentence he gave was approved by
eighty-feven rabbies of Germany and Thefialontca.
The Jews of Hamburgh made him afterwards their
judge, and afligned him a falary; but he went from
thence to Poland, where he turned Chriftian.
He afterwards fettled at Rome, and taught Barto.
locci Hebrew; who, like a grateful difciple, vin-
dicated him from the errors imputed to him. He
had fo ftrong a memory, that if the Talmud had
been loft, he could have reftored it.

At Jerufalem there arc fewer Jews than
at Sapheta. They reckon but about an
hundred families, who have their chief
habitations upon mount Sion. Some of them have
employs in the cuftom-houfc, others are fecretaries-
to the governor; but the greatcfl part is made up of
mendicantSj who live upon alnrs. They lend in

qucfl
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queft of them, even to the weft, where wealth'and
learning ai;c retired.. Upon this errand Jacob | o-
nierita took a journey to Frankfort and Holland, in
the j'car 168.}. Hi.s father had retired from Portu-
gal, to a little town in the Holy Land, bordering on
Sapheta, called Tomer: his brethren deputed him
to feck Ibn:iething for their fubfillence, and at his
return, he undertook to carry Mr. Ludolf’s letters to
the Samaritans of (ierizim, by whom he was known.
Four years after appeared another deputy-from the
Jew's of Jerufalem, who came begging for them,
which iufficiently proves ~hat they were extremt™y
poor.

At the beginning of the fixteenth century, wlien
Sclim took Jerufalem, there was a famous rabbi,
who compofed a bonk ii.tituled, “ the F.ye ofl'rael.”
'I'nts w(nk is a collcdién of the explications of the
law containl'd in the Talmud. Many dofctors had
coni])ilcd before what related to the queltions con-
R jjoob « corning right and rites ; but Rabbi Jacob

collected tne explications of the law that
were rKfperfed in this great book. He could not
finilh his defign, but Levi his lon, who was at leaft
as learned as the father, put the latt hand to it. This
work occafioned the commotion of the Sapheta pro-
felFors. As they were contemplative dofctors, they
mightily defpifed the doftrines. ‘I'hey found, in the
work ofJacob and Levi, dodors at Jerufalem, things
that dil'plealed them. 'I'he difpute was violent, and
the divifion great, as long as Levi lived; but the
jealoufyof the Sapheta profcfl'ors died with him. His
memory was honoured, and his work, which faved
the reading of many large volumes, was received
with wonderful applaufe. Leo de Modena endea-
voured in the lad century to perfect it, by adding the
opinions of many do6lors that were wanting. He
gave an index of the pafl'ages, that they might be
more eafily found. He gave to his additions the title
of the Houfe of Judah, and that of the Houieof the
Bread of Judah to the table or index.

In Ethiopia {Jie Jews have met with very
little diiturbance. They agree more calily
with the Chriftians of this comitry than with
thole of any other, becaufe thcfe latter conform to
many of their rites. Thev eat no fwine’s fielh, and
rigoroully obferve the fabbath. Even' their kings
fancy themfelves defcendents from the antient Jews,
and have alion in their efcutchepns, holding a crofs,
ewith thefe words, “ The lion of Judah hath pre-
vailed.” On the other hand, the Jews in this coun-
try have not received the Talmud, nor all that heap
of traditions which cloud their religion in other pla-
ces. When the Saracens made themfelves matters of
Ethiopia, the Jews, fearing their perfecution, retired
and took fantluary in Abyifinia. They were treated
with more humanity than the natives of the country,
iince an Arabian author alferts, that a general maf-
iacre of the inhabitants being rcfolved upon, they
begged, as a bounty of the king, that they might be
treated like the People of the Scripture. 1hefe fci ip-
ture people, in the Arabian llyle, are Jews. This
* Thejso- name is -given them m the Alcoran; for
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Mahomet, fpeaking of them, calls them
the People of the Book, becaufe of the
book of the law and the prophets. The
Etliiopians therefore delired tle fame fate
as the Jews; and the king of the Arabians granted
their requell, on condition that they would give
themfelves a markon the face by which they might be
known and diitinguiflied.

How long the Jews have been fettled in Kthiopia
it is not caiy to determine; but if wc may credit a
modern traveller who has been in thofe parts, there
were not any to be found, except upon an high and
fpacious mountain, inaccelTibie on all (ides but one,
and that very rocky, difficult™ and dangerous. Here
it was that our author tells us they were leutcd, die
top of it having a molt delicious plain oi valt extent,
full of fmall brooks, fine fruits, and excellent pafiur-
age, where; they live in plenty of all tilings without
ever coming down, or naving i,.ny conununication
with the inhabitants of Abyllinia. Here it was that
Claude the fon of David, being driven by his brother
Goranha, king of Adel, took refuge, and was re-
ceived by the JewsVith open arms, and defended by
them with fuch bravery and faithfuinefs againit the
forces of the latter, that they obliged them to retire,
for which brave afction they enjoyed his protection
and friendfliip, during his whole I'eign, after he had
afcended the throne.

At the beginning of the lad century they
ftill preferved that independency, whici.
Ibmetimes rendered them formidable to
the kings of the Abyilinians. They pollelTed at that
time near three provinces: but Sufneus, who then
reigned, and was a bold prince, iiaving defeated
fome idolatrous nations, called Gallants, among
whom he had been educated, carried the war even
into the rocks of the Jews with fo much vigour, as to
drive them out. They were' obliged to abandon the
provinces they had poffeHed, and to dliperfe them-
lelves over the kingdom. Some retired towards the
Iprings of the Nile, near the Cafrcs, where they-ftill
fubfilt*. Others remain in the province of Denobe,
where they apply themfelves to the woollen and iron
manufaftures, which being odious to the Aby{riniat;s,
they leave it to the Jews, who undertake to furniih
them with all warlike inllruments. They have there
their fynagogues, and public worfhip, in which they
ufe the'Falmudic Hebrew, though they have not re-
ceived that collection of traditions. Laftly, great
numbers follow the court of the king of the AbyOini-
ans. An Arabian, who had travelled in that country
at the end of the lalt century, afl'ured Mr. Ludolr!,
that fixty thouiand of them were at court. lii that
ccmntry they correfpond with the Chriilians, itk
whom they live very familiarly.

That part of Egypt which borders upon Ethiopia
has ferved the Jews for a Manfclllar3™ They were not-
withllanding very near the brink of deftruttion in the
year 1524, but Ppvidence delivered them by an un-
expeded revolution. Achmed, to whom Solyman
H. had intrufted the government of Egypt, revolted
againit him, and refolved at the fame time to make

1 himfelf
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himfclf mailer of his new fubjefts’ eftates. The fol-
tliers had already begun to plunder the Jews houfes,
as being perruaaed they might do all things fafcly at
the beginning of the rebellion. Achmed refolving to
enrich nimrelf, taxed this nation two hundred talents.
They reprefcnted their inability, and only brought
fifteen ta ents to the trcalury. Achmed, enraged at
this rcfufal, ordered all to be committed priloncrs
that hid not paid the tax. The very moment that
Sadus, one of his officers, was executing his orders,
fjews came of a conlpiracy againft Achmed, who
having been furprifed in the bath by a plot, was
obliged to fly, and nine men witlvhim; that he was
purfued by an army of Circallians; and that it was
impoflible for him to efcape his enemies. He was
afclually taken, and peace and tranquillity were re-
(tored to the city of Cairo. The Jews, being deli-
vered, made a great entertainment, and called the
feafl they celebrated in memory of this event, Nef-
fim ; which ftgnifies a Miracle.

Jens rue The Jcws werc rendered very confider-
poverfuiin - able by the liberty which they enjoyed in
tsjp'- Egypt. Their mechanics were dilpcrled

over the countrj-”, and in all the cities ; but the richell
and moll creditable of them dwelt at Cairo. In fine,
they pretended to be more numerous in this country,
than when Mofes led them out of it: but this number
is of late leflened; for travellers affirm, that they
have no fettlement except at Cairo, and the maritime
citiesof Egypt; and that they are fo far from being in
other places, that if their bufinefs obliges thenri fome-
limes to go thither, they are forced to difguife and
conceal themfelves, becaufe the country people abufe
them as foon as ever they are difcovered.

Some of them are alio met with in divers parts of
Africa: a Jew of this country enabled Muley Ar-
chey, king of Tafilet, to make war againft the prince
Quiveane, to whom he fled for fanfctuaiy. For go-
in other ing to the oftle of Dar Michal, upon pie-
partiof tence of vifiting the governor, he feized
Airic*, citadel, and began to manifeft his re-
volt: but he mufl have mifcarried, had he notfound
a Jew immenfely rich, whom he flripped of all his
treafures, by means whereof he afTembled the inha-
bitants of the province, was elefted king, and difpof-
feffed his brother then king of Fez and Morocco.
He acknowledged the fervice the Jew had done him,
by granting the nation the fame liberty it had enjoy-
ed, and making Jofliua Ben Amoflech prince of it.
Muley Ifhmael, brother to the king of Tafilet, and
his fuccefl'or, had ftill greater obligations to them: for
in recompence for Don John de Toledo’s fervices
during his difgrace at Mequinez, he not only made
him one of the firft officers of his houfliold, but fent

~lim to the courts of feveral princes, to negociate
with themj and it was he who cdncluded the peace
with the United Provinces, in the year 1684. This
prince continued the offices to the fon, who enjoyed
the fame honours as his father was invefled with.

Many of this nation had likewife been a long time
fettled at Oran, and were intrufted with fome of the
moll impcriant officcsin that city; yet fuch was their
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fidelity to the Spaniards, notwithflanding the treat-

ment they had received, that they were the Paray omb
very people who betrayed it to them, if it .
was not rather their avarice, and the great .

I"urs with which Cardinal Ximenes bought”their per-
fid)’. However that be, they have continued very
faithful to th(OT ever fince : when the town was in
great danger from their neighbours of being retaken,
tlie Jews reTolved to lofe their lives in its defence,-
and when the garrifon threatened to revolt at another
time for want of pay and provifions, they fuppreffed
it hy a timely fupply of ~oth. All thefe Icrvices,
however, did not prevent their being ba-
mined from the place in the year 1669, but
on what account it is not eafy to determine.

In the province of Suz, they had likewife been very
fiumerous and flourifhing ; this country formerly de-
fended on the kingdom of Morocco, but has lince
Jeen difmembered from it. They had in the capital
of that nrincipality a very rich and fui~tuous f)"'na-
gogue ferved by feveral priefts and officers. They
had their judges and interpreters of the law, who
were maintained at the charge of the people, who live
by traffic and labour. There are great numbers of
them in the mountains of Morocco, who are employ-
ed in the iron manufaOture, building, and other labo-
rious employments towhich the inhabitants are averfe;
but this employment does not hinder others from try-
ing their fortunes at court, and raifing themfelves to
eminent polls. One of that nation named Pacheco
was fent embalTador to the United Provinces at the
beginning of the lafl century. Some time after their
fynagogues having been demolifhed in the kingdom
of Fez, Muley Mahomet not only caufed syr.jtoue>
them to be rebuilt after he came to the rebuilt/
throne, but conferred the office of high
treafurer and prime minifter on one of that nation.

In the territories of the Grand Signor
the Jews have for many ages preferved
their liberties, not excepting Conltanti-
nople itfelf. Their princi®jal trade is in
wine; and they have the preference in this market™
becaufe the Ijw of Mofes condemns mixtures; it is
therefore imagined that the Jews dare not adulterate
h, and confequently fell it in its parity.

Here, asevery where elfe, they are much addifled
to trading and ufury. Neverthelefs, it often hap-
pens that poverty makes them turn Mufl'ulrnans.
They are not circumcifed, becaufe they already wear
that mark of the covenant; nor arc they baptifed to
make them Chriflians; having inquired into the mo-
tives of their change, they are made to pronounce
thefe facred words, which it is not lawful, upon j)aii\
of being burnt, to utter without becoming Mufful-
mans: “ La Illah Illalah Meh”~met Refbul Allah;
There is but one God, and Mahomet the prophet.”

In procefs of time, the Jews obtained Aprer.at
the liberty of having a prefs at Conllanti>-  Conft.mi.
nople. It was a new fight for the Maho-
metans to fee books printed, and they _
were alarincd at it. The Mufti was afraid left the
alcoran fliould be printed, and left the love of the

8L fcie;ices.
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fciences, which would hereby grow eaficr, (hould be
propagated from the Jews to the Arabians. This was
a great advaiital;c to the whole nation ; for the copies
Pl tlic law, which were grown very fcarce in theeall,
were unherl'ally difperled ; and people applied more
earneltiy to the Ihidy of the law, becaule the reading
was more eal'y, and they had greater afliflanccs to
undcrdand it. Many learned men, and
illullrious heads of fynagogtrcs, were pro-
duced-by this mean.s. Solomon Japhe,
who had left his native Germany, came
thither foon after. He explained the Jal-
mud of Jerufalem; and rendered it more complete,
by adding fome neceHary ilhiltrations. He publifhed
two other works, which he called Fair in the Eves;
and. Fair in the Look ; alluding to his name, which
figiiifies Fair. The one contained fermons, and the
other the explication of Middrufli Rabba upon the

I.f»incd men.

Solomon

Pentateuch. To thefe we may add Gedaliah and
Mardochai.

Numciou* in In fome cities of Greece they have dill
the cities of con(iderablc cftablifhments. They have

Gi-etce. four fynagogues at Patras, and their own

judges here, which they chufe from among them-
lelves. They have alfo their particular burying-
place upon a neighbouring mountain, which looks
like a great city, becaufe it confifts of fevtral little
ftone houfes, in which each family is buried, and a
marble ftone, on which the name of the family the
tomb belongs to is engraved, ferves as a door. But
as there are out few inhabitants in this city, the Jews',
which are not above a fourth part, amount only to
a"bout a thoufand perfons. They are fettled at Le-
panta, Livadia, Corinth, and other cities, where
they live by commerce. But Greece is fo depopula-
ted by the revolutions it has undergone, by the tri-
bute it pays, and liill more, by the opprellions of the
grand fignor's officers, that their condition is become
very iniTerable on thefe accounts,

Theffalouica we find them fettled
cver fince the time of St. Paul, and where
they have had'a confiderable academy for
fome centuries, as well as a printing-houie, which
lad was at length taken from them. Hither the Jews
fend their children from Conftantinople to be taught
the Hebrew tongue, and here have ilourifhed feveral
eminent rabbies.
subiifiit
Gdiiipoi‘-

Theffaioniw.

Gallipoli, a city feated in the Thra-
fian Cherfoitefiis, at the mouth of the Pro-
pontis, they ftill fubfift, and at this day
make one fourth of its inhabitants, which confid of
fix thoufand Jews, as many Greeks, and twelve thou-
Poientit fand Turks. They are more confiderable
Prouiii. at Proulia, built upon a hill of Myfia,

near mon#it Olympus. This city was the
capital of the Ottoman empire, before the taking of
Conftantinople; and as they had to mafter it by de-
Itroying an hundred thouiand Chriftians, who vigour-
oudy reCded the Mahometans, they are not permitted
to live in it, but confined to the fuburbs, whild they
number twelve thoufantl Jews within its walls. There
has been found here an anticnt medal, druck in ho-

nour of Marcus Aurelius, having on the reverfe d
man forcing himfelf upon his fword; fuppoied to be
the figure of Ajax, who in this city is laid to have
killecf himfelf.

At Rhodes, they had formerly a diftrift
afTigned them near the wall called “ The
Wall and Quarter of the Jews:*and when Mahomet
H. befleged the place, the baflia, who could not
carry either St. Stephen’s Mount, or St. Nicholas’s
Tower, erefted a battery of his heavieft “cannon
againft this wall. It was a violent adault, and the
quarter was taken. Some nations were already ca-
balling to obhte ~le grand mader to furrender; but
he fudained tne adault, and rcpulfed the enemv,
though he had received five wounds. The Turks
raifed the fiegc; and to prefcrve the memory of this
event, the grand mafter, d’Aubudbn, erefted a
church near the wall where he had beaten the Turks.
Some time after he refolved to expel all the Jews, not
only from their quarter, but the whole ifland, and
from all the eftates of the order. The better to au-
thorize his violence, he reprefented to the council,
tliat the commerce-between Jews and Chriftians was
dangerous; that, according to the opinions of divines
and canonids, the Jews were all flaves of Chridian
j)rinces; from whence he inferred, they had lod the
natural power of fathers over their children, and that
they might be baptifed whether they would or not.
The Jews were allowed to fell their efi'eQs in forty
days time; but when that term was expired they were
obliged to depart. They were prohibixed going and
fettling in the Levant, for fear they fliould becomc
fpies to the grand fignor; as if they flill prel’ervcd any
authority over thofe they had baniflied. In fine, they
detained all the children, whom they caufed to be
baptized, and kept at the expence of the church, left
they (hould refume their old religion when they left
the idand.

When the Turks took Rhodes, the Jews fettled
there again, and they are even treated more favour-
ably than the Chriftians; for the latter, who have
their warehoufes and diops in the citj-, are not
allowed to lodge in it; whereas the Jews arc not
obliged to quit their houfes to feek beds in the neigh-
bouring villages. But they reckon but two hundred
of them to thirteen hundred Turks.

At Smynia they are more numerous; where they
reckon fix thoufand of their nation, and they have
many fynagogues. In fine, there are few cities or
great towns in the Ottoman empire, but have fome
Jews. They fuft'er much by the avarice of the ful-
tan’s officers; but this misfortune iscommon to them
with mod of the grand fignor’s fiibje6ls.

Rhodn.

The Jewifh hiftorians complain, that popejoi,,
they had a bitter enemy in Pope John xxiii.* \
Xalll. whom they rcprefent as fitter to "uei fncry >

“ o Ilnu

head an army as a general, than to be the
head of the church. He iffued many edicts to force
them to turn Chridians; and this with fuch feverity,
that fixteen thoufand were forced to abandon their
religion : part of thofe which perfevered perifhed by
tire, and others by the diUerent punilhment' to wéiich

they
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they were I'cntenced. But this is not .to be attributed
to the pope alone: he was afliftcd in this diabolical
purpofe by the queen of Spain, who was regent in the
minority of John II.

PopeNichoiai Pope Nicholasll. in feme meafure made
Il. inerdi*  thc Jcws unicuds for the former cruelties
R they had endured, by granting them his
jowd. protection. He fupprelled the inquifitors,

who continued to torment them unreafon-
ably. *He wrote likewilc in his turn to Spain, to
prevent, by his rcmonftrances, the forcing of their
confciences, and maintained the voluntary converts
in the privile}e of entering into offices, which thc
inhabitants of Toledo had taken from them by a
toieinn edict. But they had not enjoyed the fruits of
that pontiff's patronage many years beforeanew llorm
arofe frouj another quarter.
Arewnom Scxtus 1V. had bcen prevailed upon to

tem (fSnonize thc litde Simon, fuppol'ed to

have been murdered by the Jews in the
city of Trent, in a moil cruel manner. They flill
lliew in that city a knife, a pair of pincers, and four
large needles, with which they bad let out his blood,
and two filver tumblers out of which they had drank
it. The whole tragical Rory is painted at full length
ina corner of one of the churches, dedicated to the
little faint. This canonization drew great calamities™
upon the Jews, not only in the bifhoprick of Trent,
where they pretended the crime was committed, but
alfo in all the territories of the republic of Venice.
The preachers inllaaied the ])cople, who, wrought on
by the notion of a fall'e miracle, plundered and mur-
dered all the Jews they met with. So great was the
Dcrrecofthe  dilordcr, that thc doge and fenate were
frniteof obliged to fupprcfs it, and order the ma
veiiiMin giltrates of I'adua to treat the Jews like
ticir »vour.  their othcT fubjefts, and prevent their be-
ing abufed; becaufe the report i'pread at Trent to
them appeared a falfehood, contrived by art, for a
certain end the fenate would not examine into,

Thev art They wcrc all banifhcd out of the city of
hiniihcd from  Trent, whcrc the magiftrates were lefs
Trent. equitable. But fome tnne after they ob-

tained the liberty of tarrying three days, becaufe they
carried on a conliderable commerce. We are told,
that fome time after, the three days liberty were re-
duced to three hours, as a punifhmcnt for their obfti-
nate defence of Buda againlt the Chrillians, in the
jail war with the Turks.” However, Alexander VI.
inltead of pcrfecuting, received them with abundant
cordiality.

Being expelled Spain by Ferdinand the Catholic,
and becoming fugitives, all thofe that came to Rome
were ill-treated by their cruel brethren, who would
have fulfered them to die with hunger, if he had not
fuccoured them. In eff'ed, that pontilf, though a

The few. Spaniard by birth, and head of the church,
prodiedt-  uudcritanding that the Jews, who had
AicxanderMi.  long bccu feitled at Rome, left the exiles
in mifery, without attempting to fuccour them,

threatened to expel them, nnlefs they altered their
conduft, and gave their miferable brethren opportu-
nities of i'ettling in thc ccclefialUcal Hate. He
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thought it expedient to profit by Ferdinand's error,
and to enlarge his revenues at the coft of others.
There have been many who would not perfecute tlic:
Jews, nor yet fuHer their numbers to multiply in
their Hates, by the conjundiion of ftrangers? 15ut the
pope attended not to the reafons dttlated by his reli-
gion, but would have thc new comers have the fame
privileges at Rome with the old inhabitants.

The learned R. Jochanan was amongll thefe whom
that pontiff's kindnefs had invited to Rome; he was a
German, carne from Conflantinople, and was taken
into the fervice of Picus count of Mirandola, as his
preceptor. This prince,*for many years, had been
fond of the writings of the rabbies, and even of tht:
cafuills. He is reported to have faid, that thofe who
read the Hebrew books drew at the Fountain-Hcivd ;
that the rivulets hadflowedfrom thence to the Greeks,
and that nothing but marlhes and ilagnate water were
found among the Latins. He maintained, that Efdras
had caufed certain cafuiftical books to be written,
which he had purchafed at a great price, and that
Sextus IV. had»ordered them toLe tranflatedinto the
Latin language.

Naples was pitched upon as another
place of retreat for theSpanifh and Portu-
gal refugees; but.the inquifitors purfued
them eitner with fuch rancour, or exer-
cifed fuch terrible oppreflions under this
pretence, that the people rebelled. The viceroy rc-
I'olved to expel the Jews, that he might at once get

erid of the inquifitors. He alledged, that the con 1
tagion having ceafed, and the faith of the old inhabi-
tants being pure and well known, there was no ne?d
of thefe cruel phylicians, who made wounds, and ke]U
them open, inltead of clohng them. His conduct
was authorifed afterwards by Charles V. who wou!d
not tolerate the Jews in his kingdom, nor in Sicily.
The truth is, this prince hated them, and the impoC-
tures he had difcovered feemed to jultify him in it.
This averfion, however, did not difcourage one
Ricci, 3 converted Jew, from dedicating to that
monarch his celebrated trc/tife on what he ityled Ce-
leftial Agriculture. He was a phyfician in Germany, »
and produce?! fifty theorems and expofitions of fome
points intheology, but it will be apparent to ihoi'e who
read them, that they dcferve not ihe encomiunis
which fome learned men have made on theni; on the
contrary, that they arc far beneath the dignity of a
.found and reafoning divine.

Under the pontificate of Paul 111. the TKelew».re
Jews were become fo jowerful as to pro-
voke the rage of cardinal Sadolet. He
was bilhopot Carpentras, in the diocefe of Avignon,
where thc Jews had ever been tolerated, finco Joan
queen of Sicily made a prelent of this city to the.

e. They had their fynagogucs there, as they™
Ee at this day, though the city is in the midfl. of
France, from whence they were Danilhed. The pre-
late, not able to bear it, wrote to cardinal Farnefr,
reprefenting. That the pope had never been fuch a
benefactor to the Chrillians as he was to the Jews:
tliat he had granted them titles, new privileges and
houours, which rendered them haughty and infolent;

iiii'omuch
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infomuch that the Chriftians were but like {heep in
the midft of wolves : that they were driven from
their houfes, and eveti commonly frotn the cities
where they ought to live at reft; that it was unac-
countable, how a pope could fo Tigoroudy perfrcute
the Lutherans, and grant at the fame time fo partial a
protetlion™ and fucn fingular favours to the Jews,
who Icemcd more worthy of his indignation. He
obferved, that the true method for a man to make
his court, and to rife to ecclefiaftical dignities, was
to countenance this nation. He laid open the real
fource of this proteflion, and pointed out that tfais
favour proceeded from the pope’s treafiircrs, and the
intcndantsof his finances, to whom the Jews were ne-
ccHarymen. However, Ibme regard was psid to the
cardinal’s remonftrances, and in this cafc they did
what is commonly dorte at Rome ; when any abufe is
difcovered that tends to pecuniary pupofes, they
palliate it, and retrench its too manifelt and glaring

enormity. Some time after, Julius HI. being per-
The Gaw fuaded the allegorical interpretations of
orJen the the Gemara were danger6us, caufed the

Talmud to be
burnt.

Talmud to be burnt ; fo that all the books
of the Gemara, which were in Italy, were
deftroyed, according to the Jewifh writers,

L..medmen “Mis pontificate, Jofeph Tzarphati,
tndiearncii a lamous rabbi, who had taught a long
workitt time at Rome, embraced chriftianity. He

was born in France, but retired into Italy,
where he explained the Talmud in the fynagogues
and the academy of Rome; and, to do more honour
to Pope Julius, took the name of Monte. There
were, moreover, at this time other famous Jews at
Rome. Elias the Levite was born at Paduaj but
having loft all, when this city was taken, he was re-
ceived by fome cardinals, wnom he taught Hebrew.
Being an unfortunate man, he once more fuffered,
when the conftable de Bourbon plundered Rome.
He retired to Venice, and from thence to Germany;
but being unaccuftomed to the cold air of this coun-
try, he returned to Italy, where he died at eighty
years of age. He was fiifpetted to have great incli-
nation for chriftianity, and this fufpicion.was a ground
JulHcient for his nation to hate him; but he did not
abjure the faith of his anceftors, though fome have
believed and affirmed it. There was a woman at
Rome, called Deborah, who then began to diitin-
guifh herfelf by her poems and other works,
Piui IV. people of the Jews met with a bitter*
idun wo and implacable enemy and perfecutor in
citinjgginft  Paul 1V. who, inthe hrft year of his ponti-
tiejews. ficate, ifiued two bulls, of which the Jew-
jfli writers vehemently complain. By the firtt he
ordered each fynagogue in his territories to pay ten
ducats annually for the inftruflion of the catechu-
mens who lhoiild abjure Judailm; and by the fecond,
which was more rigorous, obliged the men to wear a
yellow hat, and the women a veil of the fame colour.
He compelled them all to live in the fame quarter of
the city, the gates whereof were to be fliut by night.
'I'ney were deprived of all focieties, officfes, or pro-
feffions among the Chriftians, without excepting phy-

1
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fic and mcrchandife; for their commerce was con-
fined to fmall wares, and they were forbid having
more than one fynagogue in cach cuy. They were
commanded to fell all their lands withiti fix months,
a circumftance which fo lowered their price, that they
could not get thetfifth part of the value of them.

Cardinal Charles de Boromes, biftiop eoucU of
of Milan, not only cnafted feveral ca- wmii»n «at
nons againft them, in the firft council he
held in that metropolis, much of the fame kind
with thofe of Paul fV. before-mentioned; but de-
fired all the Chriftian princes to do the lame, and
all this to promote, as much as poffible, their con-
verfion. But that cdi6t fliews, at the fame time,
they were becon>e fo numerous and p=>owcrful, that
there was fome reaibn to fear them, not only at
Milan, but in other places of Italy, unlcfs they
were confined to their own (eparate quarters, and
interditted from all kind of converfe with the
Chriftians, as much as poffible.

Pope Pius V, was ftill more fevere towards the
Jews, and the Conftitution he publifhed againft;
them was fufficient to render them odious to 1 the
world; for he accufed them of hating the Chrifti-
ans; of ruining the ecclefiaftical ftatc oy the exor-
bitant ufiiries they drew from it; of flieltering rob-
"pbers, and thereby promoting theft; together with a
train of various other vices. They were

alfo charged with dealing in magic, and I:;ﬁeyd,arzyka_
foretelling things to comej and™ for Pope PiuiV,
th~fe realons, were expelled all the ci- S0 the e
ties of the ecclefiaftical ftate, except rtiiei.

Rome and Ancona.” But Sextus V, aSed

more frankly towards them, and candidly owned the
advantage he reaped from them was the chief mt/-
tive of his tolerating them,

A rabbi, called Meir, or Magin, of French ori-
gin, who refided at Venice, came to Rome, and,
being a man of addrefs, was very agreeable to the
pope. He dedicated a book to him, and wrote
yerfes iri his commendation, which were tranflated
into Italian. He at length prefented a petition to
have the foie privilege of a lilk manufaaure, pre-
tending to have an admirable fecret for multiplying
the worms. The pope granted him feve- G«nt. or
ral privileges, ana revoked all the con- seituiV. ©
trary declarations and bulls of his pre-
deceffiars, though they had.been made with an oath
and menace ot excommunication. 'Jhe hope of
enriching himfelf™ by laying a great duty upon
every jound of filk, was the motive that induced
Sextus V. to diftinguifh this Jew from all others,
and to grant him a patent.

The Jews received but little favour from um n.
Clement VIII. for he renewed the bull
of Pius V. who banifhed them out of the
ecclefiaftical ftate. Two things arc ob-
fervable in this bull; one, that he added the city
Avignon to thofe of Aijcona ~nd Rome, where
they ftill prtferved their'liberty of confcienct;
the other, that this pope founded the privilege of
tolerating them at Rome upon this reafoh; that the

Jews
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Jews ought not to be removed far from Rome, that
they might be always at hand to be converted, oj
if anrverhons tvere tnore frtquent at Rome than other places.
According to this principle, he fhould have given
liberty of confcience to all heretics at Rome, and
have rilled the city with them.

Befides other confidcrable fettlements
in the cities of Italy, the molt noted one
belonging to this nation was that of Ve-
Tlie republic received them all into its terri-

tories, and gave them very hofpitablc entertain-
ment. They boaft alfo to have in part defcrved this
kindnefs by their fidelity, and the, great fervices
they had rendered in the war with the Turks, and
particularly at the fiege of Candia. Here it was
that Daniel Bombergue printed their Hebrew Bible
HbrewBble time. This printer came from
printsd Antwerp tu Venicc, and chielly dealt in
Hebrew books. To print them the more
correft, he employed the moU learned Jews, whon\
he kept in pay, to the number of above an hun-
dred. Felix Pratenfis had the care of an edition
of the Bible, with the Chaldeo»paraphrafes, and
the commentaries of many rabbies, which he dedi-
cated to pope Leo X. But this edition is not the
b~ , becaule he could not regularly difpofe the
different readings of the MaHareths. Bombergue
was, likewife, defirous of printing a good Hebrew
grammar, and R. Abraham de Balmis was ordered
to compile one accordingly: but he dying before
it was hnifhed, it was afterwards completed by R.
Calonymas, a learned Jew then atVcnice. Befides
thefe books, he printed a great number of other
wor” of the Jewifh rabbies, for which his memory
is ftill dear to the learned world, elpecially to
thofe of his own nation.
Account of David the foii of Ifaac de Pomis, re-
k vawdde tired to Venice; and, by way of acknow-
vomi ledgment, wrote a treatife to prove that
the laws of that republic are of divine original.
This learned rabbi alierted, that his family.defend-
ed from one of the heads of the captives whoip Ti-
tus carried from Jerufalem to Rome. He Avas a
prodigy of learning in his tendereft years. His fa-
ther lived at Spoleto ; but the (icrmans having pil
laged Rome, he was afraid of being ruined by the
like fate, and, therefore, carried off all his etfeds,
and went to feek a retreat fomewhere elfe. He
fell into the misfortune he fought to avoid; for Co-
lomna's troops meeting the imilcs that carried his
treafure, feized it, and reduced him to extreme po-
verty. He fettled at Bevagna, where his fon, who
was born in the >ear 1525, intently applied himfelf
to lludy. The manufcript of one of his anceflor.s,
'who lived in the beginning of the twelfth century,
*~nd who had then compoiedan Hebrew diftionary,
accidentally fell into his hands. He not only ffu-
died it, but refolved to make another larger, in
which he inferted the terms which the rabbies often
make ufe of, though they are not Hebrew. He iu-
ferted into his work all that was valuable from thofe
©f Rdbbiii Nathan, Elias tlic Levite, and KimKki’s
No, 35.
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roots. We find the Hebrew words, and the foreign
terms, with the Latin and Italian, in this perform-
ance.

Venice maintained its rights in the war . o o
with the Ufcoques. Thefe robbers often =edby the re-
pillaged the merchants of this nation, and public of Ve-
the houfe of Auftria pretended to difpute
with the Venetians their privilege to proteft them,
becaufe they were not Chriftians. But no regard
was had to a pretenfion that deprived fovereigns of
the right of defending their fubje£ls; and the Jew,
Henfigues, was choien by the fenate to go into
Dalmatia, to endeavour td accommodate this af-
fair,. which caufed an unhappy war. R. Sichma,
fince named Simeon Luzati, at this time publifhcd
here his Socrates; in which he fliews that the great-
eft geniules arc weak and wandering, when they arc
guided by prejudice. He compofed another treatife
concerning the iiate of the nation.

At Venicc aUo lived Samuel Nachm ias,
though he was of a TheHiilonian family.
Here he abjilred Judaifm, with'David
his lon, and part of his family, which took the
name Morofini. To Ilhew diat his converfion was
fincere he publiflied an Italian treatife, intituled,
\"ia de la Fede, or, the Way to the Faith, in which
he explains the ceremonies of his nation, and fliews
the ufefulnefs of them ; proves that the fix hundred
and thirteen precepts, which they diftinguifh in the
law, are obferved by nobody, and confutes all the
J«wiflj fuperllitions and fefcts: he died in the y,ear
1687, at Rome, whither he retired. Mardoichai
Korkos, who taught in the year 1672, performed a
taflc that was no lefs bold than odious to the dotfor*
of the nation; for he compufed a treatife againfi;
the cabbala, and their prejudices for that fi:icncc
are fo great, that all feem to fliake the foundations
of their religion who attack it; and, therefore, the
dottors have had the precaution not to print it. At
the fame time that Bombergue had his prcfs at Ve-*
nice, fome Jews from Spire, in Germany, were emji
ployed in the fanie manner at Soncino, a Imall town
in the Duchy of Milan, near the river Oglio, where
they began to print Hebrew books about the end of
the fifteenth century. There were alfo famou* rab-
bics and fynagogues at Imola, Modena, Padua»
tfcc. fome of whom were much dillinguillied for
learning.

Gregory the Thirteenth did all in his

Celebmwd
rabbles 4t Ve>

.Strenuonj <r.

power, by perfuafion and argument, to rfortt tifed by
promote their converfion. An ingenious Bone ?ge“wtf
preacher was chofen for thispurpole, who 5 ./

was to prove, that the introdiiflion of the the converiio*
jofpel was defignedto abolifh the Jewifh of the
aw; and to enlarge upon the continued °“'"‘""
feries of calamities which had diftinguilhcd thi.i na-
tion, merely on account of their rejedion of the
Meffiah. All the Jews, in rotation, were obliged
to hear his difcourfes, and children above twelve
years of age were ranked amongft his auditors.
Seminaries, for the reception of the new converts,
were ercfted, aud holbital# for the Cgk: but, after
8M . alu
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all, the number of converfions was very circum-
Icribed; and thatjudicial blindnefs which p>crvades
the whole nation was not to be taken away by the
well-meant efFefts of his Holinefs; the time was not
arrived, when the loft lheep of the hoyfe of Ifracl
Ihall be gathered into the fold under one fhepherd
Jefus Chrift. This brings the hiftory of the Jews iu
Italy to the end of the feventeenth centurv.

Many viciffitudes attended this unhap-

fefled ¥~ Py people in Germany, during the fif-
Gomanyt by teenth and fixteenth centuries. The li-
ihc Uod-

od. berty they foijnetimes enjoyed was obtain-
fi]ai%d”ié{; ed at a very great expence; the avarice

centuriM . of the landgraves prompting them to de-
mand conliderable fubfidies.

«They enjoy ~Under the reformation, particularly at

much petce its beginning, the Jews experienced much

?::;:Lthere' quiet; as the Monks had enough to do

with the reformed, without difturbing the
peace of the Ifraelites. The Jewilh books were
Ipared, and the ftudy of the languages cultivated.
Luther himfelf, notwithftanding, cevifured them with
an impetuofity which fometimes carried him beyond
all bounds. In return for thefe outrages, the Jew-
ith do”torii inveighed publicly againtt the Reforma-
tion.

The Jews are The Jews in Hungary were greatly di'

treatljr op- minifhed towards the end of the fixteenth
frcfled, and  century. The emperor Rodolphus laid
fﬁ“ﬁﬂﬁg‘ggj a double tax upon them, which, as they
aiid Moravia. were unable to pay i obliged them to

quit the country the fooner. They had
fynagogues in Moravia; but they fuff'ered a cruel
perfecution in 1574, all the nrofeffors of their reli-

{pn being fentenced to the flames, and many were
’g:'nt before their complaints reached the ears of

ximilian, who compalfionated their wretched fitu-
ation. They, likewife, fuffered very much in Fran-
c6nia, from various ill-founded and vague reports,
which operated to their prejudice. They were af-
terwards, in fome meafure, recompenfed for their
misfortunes by the difke of Brunfwick’s kindnefs,
who permitted them to fettle in his dominions.
Authoriiy of Poland, the Jews have always re-
<he}ewiin - ccived greater favour than in any other
Poland. country. They have their ftately fyna-
gogues and academics, and their court of judicature
is endowed with fmgular authority, fince it is allow-
ed tQ determine in civil as well as religious cafcs.
W e arc told, they have had the Angular privilege of
coining money, becaufe (hekels have been found
therewith an Hebrew infcription; but as the tomb
in which they are faid to have been found is rather
fufpicious, we cannot ground upon |t a prerogative
ufually veiled in fovereigns alone.

This country is looked upon as a nurfery of learn-
ed rabbies, and the country to which the Jews fend
their youth to (ludy the Talmtid and the rites of their
religion. Infpeakingof the preceding century, we
mentioned fome rabbies who were an honour to
their nation. This kingdom hath produced one
man, who not only renounced Judaifin, but wrote
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and publiflicd thirty-feven demonftrations againft it.
His name was Solomon. He had been bound for
one of his brethren, and committed to prifon, whencc
nothing could have redeemed him but his converfion
to Chnttianity; fo that this circumftance, together
with the affeaed fwoln ftyle in which he wrote, has
afforded reafon to many for fufpe”ing his (incerity.
However that be, he was an excelleiu cafuift, well
verfed in theological matters, and an able defender
of the Jewilh religion.

The city of Hamburgh is called a Lit-
tie Jerulalem. | he Jews arc oblerved hugwm
to have been more tra£lable in that city
than elfewhere, for a great number of them were
converted in this century by one Edzas, or Efdras,
who made it his bufinefs to inftruft and confirm
them in the Chriftian faith. A divine of that city
once afl'erted, that if tliofe inllru6tions were armed
with fome violence, they would bccome more effec-
tual : but the fenate now fuppreffed his immoderate
zeal, which tended only to leifen the number of
their citizens, and had already caufed fome popu-
lar commotions ai>iong them.

Ferdinand HL granted them great pri-
vileges, becaufe, when the city of Prague
was befieged by Carolus Guftavus, who
was lately declared generaliflimo of the
armies of Sweden and Germany, they
defended themfolves with a furprifing fidelity and vi-
gour. The city was already taVen, and the garrifon
called upon to capitulate; but the conqueror having
refufed honourable conditions, they fuilained many,
aflaults with unlhaken fortitude. The Jews diltin-
guifhed themfelves in thefe affaults, and defended
their poll with a refolution that merited praifes and
extraordinary privileges.

From various circumllanccs, itappears
that no conlmerations have been capable
of creating a tolerable good underftand-
ing between the Chriflians of Prague and
the Jews. On the contrary, they hale
one {mother; and as it mult be confeffed, the Jews
have occafionally been guilty of fuch enormous
deeds as muft render them not only fufpetled, but
odious to the Chriitians; fo likewife u mull be grant-
ed that the Chriftians have fubje£ted them to confor-
mity to fome praftices that were incompatible with
their profeflion, and of courfe produfclive of dange-
rous commotions. Neverthelefs, they are fo nume-
rous in this country, as to fill, of themfelves, the
third city of Prague, but th” are poor and mife-
rable, flock about ftrangefs, ana fubmit to the
meanefl lervices to obtain a living. They had en-
joyed in Hungary the privilege of farming the, re-
venue, till Ferdinand IL took it from them by aiv
editit, notwithftanding which, they found means to”
preferve the advantages of it, fince Ferdinand HL
was afterwards obliged to deprive them of it bya
new edifct, which condemned thofe to the lofs of
their places who admitted the Jews into any of
them, alledging, as the caufe, “ that they have nei-
ther confcicnce or honefty, ajxl arc, therefore, ui>-

worthy
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worthy to enjoy the privileges of Hungary.” How-
ever, they ccrntinue there Itill, not only under the
nrotefction of the grand fignor, in thofe parts under
liis dominions, but in thofe of the empire likewife.

The Jews were in luch credit in Vienna, about
ten years afterwards, that rabbi Zachary obtained
them liberty to build a ftately fynagogue there, and
to add an academy, to revive the ftudy of tli fci-
ences, which Teemed extinft in this country. He
had fettled a penfion for twenty-four perfons, who
were to read the Talmud every hour, day and night.
One relieved the other; fo that the fchool was al-
ways open, and never found without a doftor.
But this building, however, was fcarcely finifhed,
when the emperor drove all the Jews from his ca-
pital, feized the fynagogue, and turned it into a
church- They complain, that the fuperllitious em-
prefs, imagining the toleration the court gave the
Jews occafioned her barennefs, prefl'ed the em-
peror to banilh them; but, after the death of this
princefs, they were reftored to Vienna.

The emperor had a new fubjeft of difcontent
againft them in theTurkifh wall-, becaufe they af-
lilted the infidels to maintain the fiege of Buda, and
diftinguifiied themfelves by their valour. But this
was in reality an aft of fidelity they owed their fo-
vereign; and though this refmance rendered them
odious, not only to the people of Germany but
Italy, where they rofe againft them; yet we cannot
conifemn them, fince they were then fubjeft to the
Ottoman empire. Upon the whole, the emperor fa-

.vours them at Vienna; admits them into affairs of

ftatc, and gives honourable titles to thofe who are
employed, or purchafe them. The people, indeed,
jealous of the riches they heap together, endeavour
fomctimes, by violent tumults and commotions, to
Jtrip and plunder them.

In Servia, Croatia, Moldavia, Valachia, and in
the rich cities of Germany, the Jews are numerous
and flourifhing. |If they have been expelled Nu-
remberg, they are fpread abroad in the country
towns, and have their fynagogue at Erfurt, whicn
is in the neighbourhood. In tne city of Augfburg,
they had formerly a fynagogue and academy, and
their doftors ana difciples were maintained by the
rich merchants of the ])lace. But they have fince
beeri banilhed from it, and muft buy the liberty of
coming into it, at the price of a florin for every
hour they ftay in the place.

Stitt of the There is no ftate in Europe where the
jewtioH.1- Jews live more quietly than in Holland,
iaoi. They enrich ihemfelves by trade, and,

through the lenity of the government, pofl'efs their
acqjuintions without fear. There are two forts of
A’\ews in Holland; fome are Germans, and others
come from Portugal and Spain. They are divided
about ibme ceremonies, and hate one another, as
if the elFcntials of religion were concerned. But
the real caufe of this extreme hatred between thofe
two forts of Jews, if we may credit the Germarrs,
is the diffimulation and reminnefs of thofe of Por-
tugal and Spain, who live in thofe countries, and
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conform in all things with the Popifh'religion, for
the fake of enriching themfelves, and then retire to
Holland, to enjoy, with more fafety, the fruits of
their hypocrify. Into this republic the 3p«U)iih and
Portugucfe Jews, who make another part
of this nation™ retired, to avoid the cru-
elties of the inquiGtion. Strada accufcs
one of their leaders of having intrigued in the war
of the Low Countries, and kindled the lire of en-
mity, by promifing a potent fupply. His name was
Michez. He was a Spaniard Dorn; but the fear of
puaifliment had obliged Jiim to feek fanftuary at
Antwerp, where he grew into the knowledge and
af~eftion not only of the magiftrates of this city,
but of Mary queen of Hungary, who reigned at
that time. Going from Antwerp to Venice, and
from thence to Conftantiuople, he wrote to the
malecontents he knew, and to the Proteftants of
Antwerp, intimating, “ that it,was their beft way
to adhere conftantly to the league they had made
againft the Catholics, becaufe tne grand fignor was
meditating defigns againft the Chriftians; and in
a lhort time would fo embarrafs king Philip, as not
to give him leifure to think of the afi'airs of the
Netherlands.” His letters were read in the fenate of
Antwerp, and gave great encouragement to the al-
lies, but Michez did not make good his promifc.
He followed his matter’s views, who turned nis arm*
againft the kingdom of Cyprus, It only appears,
that the Jews were more fecure in the N7 etherlands
ftian in Spain, fince Michez fought a retreat there;
but it was but forty years after tnat the refugees of
Spain and Portugal began to fettle in Holland;
Their firft aflembly at Amfterdam occafioned fome
jealoufy in the city, where all things were fiirpeSed
during the war, wnich continued with great vigour.
They were taken for Roman Catholics, who fhut
themfelves up, and concealed their image»< They
fay, they were purfued into the place of their re-
ligious worfhip; but, as they found nothing but He*
brew books, and the law ,of Mofes, they laid no
other condition on them, than to pray for the prol-
perity of the city, wliich they promifed to do; and
at the fame time they erefted tlwir firft fy-

settlement of

thiw -

nagogue, which they called the Houfe of ioe at ani-
Ben Jacob, becaufe that was the name
of arich Jew by whom it was founded. Theyalfo

raifed another fynagogue, which they . ... o«
called Neve Schalom, tnat is, the Houle juge
of Peace.

Spinofa, who made himfelf famous by
the Angularity of his tenets, was born at
Amfterdam in 1632. His parents were
Portuguefe Jews, in good circumftances, but he
received nothing but a bed from his father’s poffel-
fions, and always lived in poverty. He did not af-
jire to follow the law, and imitate the rabbies, but
earnt the trade of polifhing glafTes, and making
fpefclacles. He compared himfelf to a ferpent that
bites his tail, becaufe he had nothing left at the
year’s end; though he lived upon milk and gruel.
He had learnt Latin of Vanden Ende, who taurg];hi

then

Account of
Spinofa.
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then at Amfterdam; and who, retiring to Rikpus,
embarked in the chevalier of Rohan’s conl'piracy,
and was executed. It is pretended, it was this pe-
dant thaj™ lowed the firfl feeds of Atlieifm in Spino-
la’s mind. But it was Defcartcs’s philofophy' which
Rave him a diflike to the principles of the rabbics.
He did not find in their writings thofe evident truths
built upon dcmonflrations, which Defcartes recom-
mends to his difciplcs.

When he was perceived to negletl the fabbath and
fAnagogue, they attctnpted, in vain, to retain him
by a pcnfion of a thoufandlivres: by this refufal™he
incurred fo violent an hatred, that it was refolved to
Uab him. As he came from the old Portuguefe fy-
nagogue of Amfterdam, he faw a man with a dag-
ger in his li3nd. who endeavoured to Itab him; and,
indeed, the blow only reached his coat, which he
kept in memory of this event. Not thinking him-
Iclf fafc in his native country, where the jews were
numerous aiid potent, he fought a retreat near Ley-
den, and afterwards at the Hague. He had the
great e.vcommunication thundered againrt him; but
lie protelted againit this fentence given in his ab-
fcnce, and fignilied his proteltation by a writing in
Spanilh, addrell'cd to the rabbies in the fvnagogue.
He publiflred firfl a geometrical demonuration of
Defcartes'fi principles, afterwards his Meditations;
and at lafl npduced the Tradatus Thcologico-Po-
liticus, in wliich he formed a new fyflem, that makes
liini much efteemcd by thofe who are called Free-
thinkers, in Holland, Germany, and France, froih
whom he received feveral invitations and large en-
couragements, but he rcfufed them all, and died at
ti>e Hague in 1677, aged forty-four years.

I ’his famous writer left behind him a fefl that has
efpoyfed his principles. We cannot tell whether it
be numerous, fuice it is conllituted of perfons dif-
perfetl in different places, who form no body or fo-
ciety. As he had many followers and difciples, fo
«Ifo had he many bppofers of his own nation, par-

Orobio g0, ticularly the learned Balthazar Orobio,
neiuofSpi. a Spaniard 6y,4)irth, and phyfvcian by
aob». profeirion. His parentSj, ,who profefled

the Romifh relirion, taught him betimes to diHem-
ble like themfelves. He ftudied philofophy, and
became metapbyfical reader in the univerfity of
Salamanca, being a lover of this fcience, which
was then much cultivated. He afterwards became
a phyfician at Seville, where he was feized by the
inquifitign, becaufe he did not fufficiently conceal
his religion, to remove all fufpicion. At length,
tired with diffembling, he came to Amfterdam,
was circumcifed, and made open profeffion of Ju-
daifm. He pradifed phyfic there with great repu-
tation, and affures us, that his prefTmg occupations
did not permit him to apply himfelf to ftudy as he
could wifli. When Spinola’s book appeared, he
at firfl defpifed it on account of its author; but when
he received Bredenburgh’s anfwer to it, in which
that author agreed with Spinofa in two dangerous
nofitions, he Teemed to hefitate kbout them. Oro-
tio undertook to confutc them both, and in the

execution of this tafk proved himfelf an able meta-
phyfician.

It has been affirmed by feveral authors,
both Jews and Chriftians, that the ten
tribes were ftill nreferved in China. One
of the former te 1us, that there was a fynagogue at
Pekin, which had cofl them ten thousand crowns to
repair. He afTerted, that they had been fettled in
this province above five hundred years. aMNd that
they religioufly preferved one of the five books
of Mofes, which he called Sepher Thora. He could
not read Hebrew, having negletlcd the fhidy of
it in his youth; fo that he was excluded from the
offices of the fynagogue, which his brother exer-
cifed, becaufe he underftood the language; but he
repeated the hiflorical parts of the CMd I'eilameni,
particularly thofe of Anraham, Judith, and Kfther..
He added, that there were in the capital of the
province of Chequiam many fynagogues, and H-
raelitith families; for they gave themfelves that
name, becaufe, being the poflerity of the ten tribes,
they knew not that of the Jews. Alvarez, whp
had lived in China's confiderable time, affirms, that
they had been fettled there above 600 years, and
had obtained feveral privileges on account of their
fervices and fidelity to king Hun; that they were
very numerous in fome provinces, and had fyna-
gogues in moft of their great cities, but more efpe-.
cially in that of Honan, and in Kai-tong-fu, where
they have a repofitory for the facred volume, adorn-
ed with rich curtains, and in which they preferve
an ancient Bible in Hebrew chara8ers. ‘'Fhefe
Jews, however, we are told, know nothing of He-
brew, and only mention the names of Abraham,
Ifaac, and David ; are very ignorant and reniif's in
their law, even to the neglediitg of circumcifion,
becaufe the Chinefe upbraid them with the cruelty
of performing the ceremony on innocent babe.s.

In England, the Jews attained many
privileges under the protectorate <f
Cromwell; that fagacious ufurper, and his parlia-
ment, forefaw many advantages which might accrue
from granting them prote6lion; they were accord-
ingly patroni cd more by him than by any of the
former kings; and the privileges then granted thesw
are continued to the prefent day.

Nothing more particularly occurs in die
hiflory of the Jews, worth notice. Their
prefent hiflory is pretty well known; that general
toleration of all religion, which prevails almoft uni-
verfally, includes the miferable deflcendents of A-
braham; and though they retain their feparate com-
munities, and arc regulated by the ordinances of
Mofes, they are not at all perfecuted, l)ut are per-
mitted the free exercife of their religion, without
any moleflation. This people are difperfed ovei”
the whole earth; and every government affords, by
them, fbme living tefliraonies of the truth of divine
revelation.

From the intire hifk>ry of the Jews,
taken in all its parts, it is beyond adoubt
that UNBELIEF has been the fburce of all
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ad tKt*ir calamities. Aview oF the remarka-
Mﬂ&iﬁcs ble\vaits'which occiirrcd in the carlicll

ages, exhibits a flriivinp; dil'playof the
divine mcrc)'and jiillicc, «s wtil as the ccnain ct
feels of incredulity and impcnitcncc. Difobcdience
fiicceededcalamity, and calamity deliverance; obe-
dience nvet its reward, and dilbbedience its punilh-
nicnt. llcnce it follows, that as the I'lipreme and
ultimat;! fclicity of man confills in a conformity to
the divine will, and as that wili is only conuniini-
cated by divine revelation, which bolds forth com-
petent inftrutHons throughout the whole, it is his
lishell. wifdom and happinefs to reccivc the fame
with all the deference due to its origin, and to con-
firm biinfelf and others in the belief and praCticc

A P P E N

ARTICLES o«

mIK modern Jews comprife their faith briefly in
thirteen Articles; which, according to the
learned Buxtorf's Account of the Religious
Cuftomsand Ceremonies of the Jews, isdelivered in
their prayer-book in the following manner:

I. 1 BELIEVE, with a perfeft faith, that the Cre-
ator, whofc name be hlefled, is the creator and go-
vernor of all creatures; and that he alone hath per-
formed, doth perform, and will perform all things.

I1. 1 believe, with aperfeft faith, that the Creator,
whofe name be bleifed, is One in unity which hath
nothing like it; and that he hath been, is, and will be,
our (.O1),

I11. I believe, with a pcrfeft faith, that the Crea
ator, whole nauk; he blcHed, is not corporeal, nor to
be comprehended by any corporeal meafure or caj>a-
city; and that there exiils not any thing which is like
him.

IV'. 1 believe, with a pcrfcB fauh, tliat the Crea-
tor, whofc name be blellbd, is the Firfl and the Laft,

V. I_believe, with a perfeB, faith, tiiatthe Creator
.i-lone, whofe name be bltffed, and no other, is to be
worfhipped.

\i. | believe, with a perfect faith,
words of the prophets arc true.
¢ VII. | believe, with a pt'rfetl. fafth, that the pro-
phecies (rules and IcH'onsj of Moles, uur mailer, on
whom be peace, are true; a,id that he is the father of
all wife men, ftswell of thofc who <“cnt bcforc him,
as of thole who have come after him. '
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of it, by every means which his benevolent Creator
hath put in his power. But notwithitandlng the ex-
ertion of God’s irrefiftible power, and the repeated
difplays of his poodnefs on their behalf, the i
were no Iboner reed from the woes they d«'prefiit<-d,’
than they fell into doubts, and fet the power of tlio
Molt Iliph at defiance. In fuccccding times, tiu'ir
condufct I'eems invariable) and to this day they ap-
pear bent on tneir own deltruClion, by continuini®
in obllinacy and unbelief. God grant that ilnr
Icales of ignorance may fpcedily lall from their
cycf; and that they may, as individuals and as ;i
nation, be brought to I7%hold the Ilisht of tIn“
knowledge of the glory of God, as it fliines in the
perfon and face of Jelus Chrill!

D X .

JEWISH FAITH.

VIIL. | believe, with a pcrfcB faith, that die whoJe
law, which at this day is in our hands, was delivered
by Mofes our mafter, on whom be peace.

IX. | believe™ with a perfc£l faith, that this law is
never to be changed, nor any other law ty be deli-
vered from the Creator, whofe name be blcfled.

X. | believe, with a perfeft faith, that the Creator,
whofe name be bleffed, knoweth all the deed; and
thoughts of men; as it is written, “ He fafhioiKth
their heart.’, alike : he confidcreth all their works.”

X1. I believcj with a perftft faith, thatthe Creator
win reward tljofe who keep his commandments, and
punifh thofe who tranfgrels them.

XI11. 1believe, with a perfefct faith, that the M - r/iaii
will come, and though,lie delay's his coiuiii;’;. 1 \v;il
nevertlielcfs always look for Inm until he comes.

X111, 1 iielieve, with a perfefl; f/itli, thar. the dead
will be raifed to life, when it fhall be fo decreed by die
Creator, whofe name be bleffed, and whofc memory
be exalted through time and eternity. ,

Upon thefc articles, fay the Jews in tiieir writings,
the religion of Mofes, and the faith ofthe Jews, have
always flood; though thefe articles were iKxt, accord-
ing to the fame authors, reduced to writing and me-
thod till near the five thoufandth vcar of tne world,
this laving bt;cn the work of Rabbi Mofhebar Mai-
mon, who died, fay the Jews, in the year of ths
world 4964 : thatis, in the year of Chrifl 1104,
And this.coiifolfion of faith the Jews arc fbleninly

8N enjoined
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enjoined to”receive and ufe as their creed, and to
live and die in it. Tiie rabbin ahove-mentioned en-
joined this ufe ofit on pain of lofs of the Jewifh name,
and of eternal falvation. But it is vifible enough,
that grand dcfign, in the comixifing and enjoin-
ing; of this creed was, to guard againlt the propaga-
tion of the gofpcl on the lide of his own nation, ami
I'ortify the avcrfion of the Jews to Chrili; and his
religion.

Opinions of the Modern JEWS
MESSIAH.

concerning the
L]

ALL the Jews agree, that a Melliah is promifed to
the Jcwilh nation, and accordingly they pray, in
their daily offices, * that he may come quickly, and
in their days  but what fort of a man he is to oe, or
the quality or condition he is to appear in, together
with the time of his coming, is matter of great doubt
and debate among them. It is, however, generally
believed, that the Melliah is to appear as a plebeian,
or vulgar perfon; but that he wil far exccl the relt of
mfen in manif(»ld vinue : that he will marry, and be-
get children, who will fuccccd him in his kingdom.

“ When, fay they, the Meffiah fhall have gathered
together all the Jews from all the nations and parts of
the world, and lhall have conduClcd them into thi;
land flowing with milk and honey, he fliall celebrate
a royal banquet with great plenty, pomp, and re-
joicing; and fliall invite all the Jews to it, and re-
ceive them with a molt courteous welcome. At thi«
banquet every one of the Jews fliall be feated at a
golden table. On this occaftoti there fhall be pre-
pared and leryed up an abounding ftore of the nobleft
and molt delicious animals for the food of man, as
fithj, fowl, &c. that ever God created. The tables
mall be piled with the nobleft, the richeft, andmoft
infpiring and enlivening wines that ever man tailed,
or the earth produced, lince the beginning; for they
are produced in paradife, and arc to this day pre-
ferved in Adam’s wine-cellar for this grand regale.”

Let us now fee a little,after what manner the Jews
are to live in their ancient country und'er the admini-
ftration of the Mefliah, We are told, tbat the ftrange
nations, which they fhall fufFcr to live, fliall build
them houfes and cities, till them ground, and plant
them vineyards, ;ind all this without lookinfj for any
reward of their labour. Thofe lurviving nations will
likewife voluntarily oflfcr them all their wealth and
ftirniture; and princes and nobles flml! attend them,
and be ready at their nod to pay them ah’ manner of
obcdience; while they thcmlelves fliall be furround-
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ed with grandeur and pleafure, appearU<R abroad in
apparel glittering with jewels, like prjtits of the unc-
tion coiilccrated to God.

The Jews will then likewife, we are told, breathe a
pure and wholefome air; and for this matter they relt
particularly on the following paffagc, “ Behold 1
create a new heaven and a new earth,” Ifa. Ixy. 17.
They will therefore be perpetually in a flourifhing
llate of health, and as long-lived as antediluvians;
enjoying in old age all the vivacity of youth j as it is
written, fay they, * They fhall bring forth fruit in
old age,” &c.

For the fertility of the country in thofe happy
times, they tell us, that wheat beine once fown, tne
ground will every year after yield that grain fponta-
neoufly without any more lowing or culture; asin
Hof. xiv. 7. A Jew fhall no fooner wifh for rain in
his field, his garden, or upon a fingle herb, than God
will grant it him; as in Zech. x. 1. In thofe times
they fhall gather their harvefl;s and vintages in the
higneft fafety and tranquillity, and fhall be in no dan-
ger from any enemy whatfoever; as in Ifa. Ixii. 8.
The trees fhall daily*vield new fruit, the earth, with-
out any culture or alliftance from the hand of man,
daily produce plum-cakcs and filken garments, as it
now does toad (tools and mufhrooms. The women
fliall daily bring forth children, according to Jer.
Xxxi. 8.

There fhall no more be wars, or rumours of wars,

upon earth; but a folid and eternal peace fliall be
fettled among men, and between men and beafls, as
ifi Hof. ii. 1. Ifa. xi. 6. The Mefliah fhall be arbi-
ter of the world: and when menaces of war fliall
appear among the heathen nations, differences fhall
be accommodated, and peace preferved and efta-
bliflied by his mediation; fo that not a fword fhall
be drawn; as in Ifa. ii. 4.
« In thofe days the Jews fhall fwim in perpetual jo™'s
and pleafures; and, next to the daily celebration of
the high praifes of God, they fhall be engaged in
nothing but nuptial feafls and mirthful aflemblies,
and other the like fcenes of feflivity and plenty;
and all of them fliall be replenifhed with wifdom
and the knowledge of God; as it is written in Jer.
xxxiii. 10.

In a word, the felicity of this holy nation, in the
times of the MeflTiah, will be fuch, that the exalted
condition cannot enter into the conception of man;
much lei's can it be couchcd in human expreflTion.
At leaf™ this is what the rabbins fay of it; but the
intelligent reader will, doubtlcfs, pronouncc it th£

Paradise OF Fuours,
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FLAVIUS JOSEPHUS.

WRITTEN BY HIMSELF.

w ith ADDITIONS anada ITMPROVEMENTS.

Aooourt of H "O have been honourably defcended feventh, and ninth years of the emperor VeQw/Tan.
joiphutUor. | is the pride and boaft of various This isa genuine and concife account of my famiJv,
tra ion. nauons: in the hue of the priell- as it Hands upon indubitable and incontrovertible
hood it is fupremely illultrious: on which account, | record.
may affume the credit of an extraftion fuperior to All ranks of people in Jerufalem held my father
the generality of my brethren; fince, for a fuccef- Matthias in the higheft veneration, and that far
fion of ages, my paternal anceftors have been prielts more on account of his virtues than of his honour-
of the hicheft of tne twenty-four ranks. On the mo- able defcent. 1 had a brother, alfo named Matthi-
ther’s fide, 1 am defcended of the regal race; as as, with whom | was educated from my infancy.
flie was of the AJnonttait line, in which, for a confi- With a tolet'able judgment, and a mod retentive
derable time, the royal government was united with memory, | made fuch a rapia progrf.Is iti my lItudies,
the priefthood. that, when | had attained my tourtecmh year, |
Hu fanily. grandfather was named Si- fometinKs received the dillinguifhed honour of be-
mon, otherwife Pfellus, who Ilourilhed ing confulted, even on difficult points of law, by

during the pontificate of Hyrcanus, the fon of the the high-prieft and elders. Beijig defirous of ac-
high-prieft, called Simon. Pfellus was father of quairitmg mylelf witdi the fundamental principles of

nine fons, of whom Matthias, who took the fur- the P.harifees, the Sadducaes, and the Eflenes, in

name of Aphlias, efpoufed a daughter of Jonathan my (Mcteenth year | entered upon this tafk, with an

the ~i~-pnefl, who bore him afon, called Matthias, intent to unite myfelf with that fociety whote doc-
'"~“hofe iurname was Curtus. This Curtus was father trines | fliould molt approve upon examination.

of a foil, who was born in the ninth year of the With great affiduity, though not with- .

reign of Alexander, and called Jofeph, who was out freouent dilgults, | palled through a himirifigthe
the father of Matthias, born in the tenth year of kind ot noviciate in each of thefe (efcls oI ﬁ‘;m“

~NArchelaus; and this Mattnias was my father; my fuccefiively: nor did 1 ftop here; but, i
birth taking place in the firft year of the reign of having learnt that a certain perfon, named

Caius Ca;far. My lons are three: Hyrcanus, Juf- Banus, had withdrawn himl'elf from all commerce
tus, and y\.giippa, rcfpc£tivcly born io the fourth, with the world, to rclid« in dcfcrts and folitude, |
z dcter-

\
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dctcimined lo become liis pupil alfo. This man

lived Iblcly on the rpoiitaiicoiis productions of the
i~clds and woods, ancl, in order to abate the violence
of Dis' "rnoVdin;ite appetites, conftantly batlicd him-
Icif in cold water. Having IUbjecled mylclf to thefc
and fnch-likc anlterities, for near three years, and
my curioliiy bcinj™ (atisHed, | quitted our hermit,
ami returned lo #in- city; and being nowin my nine-
tiiiilh year, began to appl) niylelf to the ftudy of
Adopf;ihit " "’hich purpole, 1 cn-
« (reriuri- tercd into tlic NMocic'ty of tiie [I'harifcjes,
viiofedodiiiies bear I'oine rcfoniblance to
thofc of the ancient Stoics.
1., foinjto In my fix-and-twentieth year, | madea
@K iz journey to Ronic, on the following inte-

iMffi Him  “rdlint;- occaiioii.  Scneral prii lls, many

of them men of exetnnlary charaCtcTs,
ri, .-id and my intimate friends, nad been fcnt by
(lcHul'y ff,

I'elix, who was at diat tin;e governor of
Jiida.'a, upon a very frivolous pretext, lo
juflify thcntlelves be ore Ca far. Such was the noble
rondutl of tiiefe men, upon diis occafion, that I re-
iolved to a(ford them every alliliancc in my power.
According”™ly | embarked for Rome, and our vclfel,
in which wnrrc nearly lix hundjed perfons, was lolt in
;i violent (torm in the Adriatic Gulph. Out of the
whole fliip’s company, eighty perfons only were
laved, who, after fwinmiing the whole nif*ht, were
tiikcn up early the next morning hy a velfel from
( yrenc. I now coiitrafted an intimacy at l)ica;ar-f
d'.ia (the Putcoli of the Italians) with one AlitVrus,
Rcomedian, and a Jew by birth: this man liood
high in the favour of Nero. The cm irefs Pop-
iKL-a, to whom I v.as introduced by A ityrus, in-
fhtnily, at my requclK obtained the releafement of
tI't; priclts: after which 1 departed for uiy own
country, loaded with prefcnts.

Finding the populace, upon my return, in a vio-
Knt ferment, and much inclined to revolt, 1 iifed
every endeavour to bring them to a due fenfe of
I'licir folly. I reprcfented to them the great fuj>cri-
o» i\ of iheir opponents, both in relm'fcl to their
nnliiary and every other qualificatioli,4vnd llrongly
urged to them the phrenzy of rifking the fate of all
they held dear, on fuch unequal terms. In this
manner, | endeavoured to divert them from an en-
terprife, which appeared to me big with the mod fatal
confcquences. My arguments, however, inftcad of
producing the delircd effefcl, fcrved only to ren-
der me l'ufpeded by them of fccrctly fa.-ouring the
views of the enemy, and thereby my fafcty be"me
very precarious.

As the infurgents had already polfelfed
themfelves ot Fort Antonia, | was ne-
ccjlitated to (ly for refuge to the inner
temple. Manahem, and foinc other of
the chiefs of the party, bein; now taken off, I
\initcd myfelf with the high-pnefl, and the leading
hien among the Pharifees. all of wlunn were totally
undctermiivcd what meal'ures to puri‘ue in the pie-
1 \

H f join* the
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fent diftrafted Rate of affairs, the who}” city being
in arms. Perceiving that all oppofi®*)n would be
vain, we pretended partly to adont the fentiments
of laClion, and contented ourfelves with recom-
mending it to them to aft with caution, and to delay
the execution of their dcfigns tifl the enemy fliould
have drawn off a little; urging that Geffius, whole
force was confidcrable, woiilcl ccrtainly arrive in
time to quell the infurrcfUon. He retunied, at
length, but with a remnant only of hisarmy; having
been defeated in an engagement, in which the major
part of his troops were cut to pieces: and this ac-
cident, in fatf, laid the foundation of the ruin of
our nation; the revolters being fo much elated with
this fuccefs, they conceived the ridiculous notion,
that they Ihbuld, with equal eafe, be able to repel
the whole force of the Romans. Jufl at thisjunc-
ture, niunbers of the Jews were maflacrcd in the
mofl horrible manner.

In many of the great towns on the confines of

Judica, the Syrians and the Jews had, for fome
time pafl, refided together, in the mod friendly
rnainer: but at tlits time, the former, watching

their opportunity, rofe upon the latter, and put
them all to death, without diflin£tion either of fex
or age; and this without the fhadow of a pretence;
*as neither an intention to revolt, nor fo much as
any difaffefcUon to the Roman government, had
been imputed to the unhappy vittims. Amongll
all the aaors in this bloody fcene, the Scythopoli-
tans diltinguiflied themfelves the mod, by their con-
tempt of every ordinance both human and divine.

1 hefe people were not fatisfied with compelling
the Jews, refident among them, to take up arms
againfl thofc of their own tribe™ who had lain fiegr
tu the. city (a thing exprefsly prohibited by our
lawk but liaving, by their alfilbnice, repuKcd the
affailants, in direB. violation of every tie of grati-
tude, judice, and common faith, they indifcrirni-
nately put them to the iword, to the number of fc-
vcral thoufands.

Tlic leading men among the Jcw.s,
findiii{# themielves, after the defeat of
Gtilius, in a very fetbic and infecure i fis rope
date, and cxpofii'd to the attacks of a mMWMkE
powerful and redlcfs faftion, now judged '
It highly rec uiiite to adopt fomeplan ..
for their pre ervution from the dangers
which furrotuidcd them. With this view', they
thought proper to depute me, together with two
other pricds, Joazar and Judas (both men of re-
fpeclable charatlerj to Galilee; the inhabitants of
which place were, at that juncture, divided
their fentiments, Jiart of them fiding with the Ro-
mans, and tiie red oppofing them. The objett of
our cominiflion was, to prevail on the malecon-
tents It) lay down their arms, at lead for the pre-
fent, and to depofit them in the hafuisof neir
governor<;; abflaining from all acts of violence, till
they lhould have acquired iurtlier intclligtnre of
the j‘cal dcligns of die Romans.

Jrfrphiivith
allior]

I-pon
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arrival in Galilee, |

baween tht the'.Galileans and the Sepphoritcs en-
tuiiieaniand gaged ill a llrong conteft, and at the eve
~sppiontcs.  of an open rupture. The Galileans were

about to invade the country of the Sepphoritcs, on
account of the attachment of the latter to the Ro-
mans, and of their adlierencc to Senius Gallus, the
Roman governor of Syria. Both parties, however,
were a"length appeafed, by the permilfion which I
oblainc'd for them, to vifit, as often as they plralcd,
the hostages v\hich they had put into the hands of
(meflius, and which were detained at Dora, a city
of I'lurnicia.

Acoount of aa A" iifurrcflion had taken place in Ti-
infurcfion  berias alfo, on the following oocalion.
w Tibcrm citizciis wcrc divided into three par-

ties; the firllof which, headed by Julius Capella, in
canjunttion with Herod, the fon of Marius, }lerod,
the (bn of Ganialus, and Compfus, the I'on of Conip-
lus, was compoied of men of acknowledged worth
and diltinftion; (‘rifpus, the brother of Compfus,
who had, fcveral years before, been appointed go-
vernor of the town by Agrippa the Great, did not,
however, enter into the party, reliding at that time
upon his own eltate, on the other fide of Jordan ;
this party was, to a man, clolcly attached to>the in-
terefts ot the emperor and the Roman people; and
the only perfon of rank who lided with the c>ppo-
fite faBion was Piftus, who was thereto inducep by
a paternal attachment to his I'on Julius. The very
dregs of the people formed the fecond faction; and
the third was headed by Julius, the fon of Piftus,
aforementioned.

This man, though he did not openly declare for
a war, yet ccrtainly favoured that meafure in his
heart, in the defign of advancing his own fortune,
by the troubles which he expetled it would give
birth to. With this view, he endeavoured to found
the inclinations of the people, by an oration, in
which he obliquely hinted only at the matter in
qucitioiij reprelenting to them, “ that their city, in
the time of Herod the Tetrarch, the founder, of it,
had always been confidered as belonging to Galilee,
and as being the capital of the province. I'rom
the time of Agrippa the father, to that of Felix,
when Nero conferred the government of the city
on the younger Agrippa, this claim of precedency
vas never once difputed. In fliort, the Seppho-
rites never arrogated to themfclves any fu'periority
over the people of the neighbouring cities, till lub-
lequently to the period in which they readily
yielded up their necks to the Roman yoke, and in
m" ichf-*>in confequence of the above revolution,
the records and treafury were removed.”

In this manner did Juftus tamper with and in-
cenfe the minds of the people againlt the empe-
jor, till finding them at length difpofed to coincide
m his views, he boldly told them, that as the Sep-
phorites appeared to be fo infeparably connefcted
with the Romans that their union feemed indill'olu-
ble, it \”*s abfolutely neceflary, for the preferva-
tion of (MJicir privileges, they fhould immediately
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take up arms againft the Sepphoritcs, ~ho had rert

neighbours, that they need not doubt of being poA'-
erfully fupported in their attack upon theni.

In ibis infinuati.ig manner did he confound the
jndgmcnt of men of fenfe far fuperior to his own,
and thereby cfl'cft the defign he had in vicvir. He,
was, alfo, fo well verftd in the Greek language, as,
by palliating fome matters, and mifreprcfenting
others, to give Inch a piBure of the ftafe of affairs
at that period, as was bell calculated to promote
his.purpofes. Of the wicked arts and malice of this
man and his brother, by y hich they reduced their
country to the very brink of ruin, 1 fhall here
;ive a more particular detail. Some of the citizens
laving been won by perfuafion, and others com-
pelled by Julius to talce arms, he put himfelf at
thrir head, and marched againlt the Hippenians
and Gadiirenes, dwelling about Tiberias and Scy-
thopolis, whofe habitations he utterly deflroyed.

Having laid thus much of the flate of st,eorn»
affairs at 'lI'ihcfias, 1 fhall now recount farsinCif.
what ])aflcf] during the fame period 'at
Ciilchala. 'Jlie propenfity which many of the ci-
tizens manifefled, to throw off the Roman yoke,
was llrcniglv combatcd by John, the fon of I.evi,
who exerted liinifclf to the utmoll to rellrain them
within the bounds of allegiance and duty: but all
his endeavours proved incffefclual; as the people of
the country round, the Gadarenes, the Gabaraga-
fiazans, ana the Tyrians, having united their forces,
made themfclves mailers of the place, and, after
burning and utterly dcflroying it, again retreated
towards their refpeclive cities. But John, who was
highly incenfcd at this outrage, rolk'Cting his troops
together, purlucfl and overtook tliem, and, in ja
bitched battle, totally defeated them; after which
le rebuilt Gif'chala, cncompafling it, for the greater
fecurity, with a wall of confiderubU* flrength.

During this whole period, (he inhabi- cannUjJ-
tants of Ganidia continued firm in their foddud«
attachment to ihe Romafl'c of which
they gave firiking nroof, on die following occa-
fion. King A'grijipa'i, licutcMiant, named [I'hili]), the
fon of Jacimus, having miraculocfly efl'ecltid hi$
cfc-ape from Jerulalcni, at the very time that the
royal palace was tlolcly invcfled by the enemy,
was a fecond time in imminent peril of his life,
from Manahem and the aflallins his companions,
but was again providentially preferved by fome of
his Babylonian relations, wlio chanced to be then
at Jerufalem.

On the fifth day after tins his fecond efcape, he
difguifed himfelf in a cap compofed of'hair, and
in a fhort time arrived at one of the villages, in
the neighbourhood of the callle of CJlamal®, to
which place many of his fubjefcts inflantly repairctl
to him. He was here feized with a Hidden fever;
which incident, by a wonderful interpofition of
Providence, proved the means of prelerving hs
life. Wh”en he was.firft attacked by this difordor,
he difpatched a pf(Tfon, in whom he could conlide,

80 , . * VS

~+



698 THE WHQLE GENUINE WORKS OF JOSEPHUS.

with letters™o Agrippa and Berenice, who were
then on a journey, to meet (Jeflius at liervtus,
Thefc letters the riielienger w;is ordered to deliver
into ilje Jjands of Varus, to whom the king and the
auee”™ad committed the care of the palace during
tbeir ahfence. The news of Philip’s eltapc from
Jerufalem gave Varus great uneafinefs, left the in-
cident fliould be produttive of his difmiflion from
the fcrvice of the king and queen, “/arus, there-
fore, reprefented the meHiiingcr to the people as an
impoftor, and put him to death on that pretext,
alferting, with the utn”Il effrontery, that, to. his
certain knowledge, Philip was ftill at Jerufalem, and
engaged in the defence of that city againft the
Romans. A confiderable time being elapfed from
the period of the melfcnger’'s departure, and no
kind of intelliger»ce having arrived from him, Phi-
lip deputed another perfon, with frefh letters; and
this man too Varus put to death, on the fame pre-
text as he had before ufed. This conduft of Varus
was occafioned by an idle notion, which had been
diggeded to him by the Syrians «f Ofarea, that
the Romans would, doubtlefs, I'acrifice Apippa to
their refentment of the Jewifli revolt, and that, in
Inch cafe, himfelf, being of the racc of Sohemus,
theTetrarch of Libanus, muft inevitably fucceed to
the regal dignity. Thus prepoffefl'ed. Varus put in
pratlice every artifice, to conceal from the Kking
the knowledge of what palfed; for which purpofe,
he intercepted all letters addreffed to his majefty,
and fhut up every pafs, by which any intelligence
could poflinly have been communicated to him.
With the view of ingratiating himfelf with the Sy-
rians of Caefarea, he put to death great numbers
©f the Jews, and alfb otitered to engage with the
Trachonites of Hatanea, in a war againit the Jcw-
ifh inhabitants of Ecbatane. who are ilyled Baby-
lonians. He accordingly aifpatchcd twelve of the
principal Jews in Caefarea to Ecbatane, to acquaint
Ihc inhabitants, in his name, that he had heard they
meditated a revolt; that he was much difinclined to
cucdit the report, but (hat he required them, as a
teftimony of their innocence, imme”~tely to lay
down their arms, and alfb to depute To him feventy
of the chiefs of their party, to juflify the condufcl
of the reft. Upon the receipt of this meffagc, the
inhabiunts of Ecbatane made the flriftefl fcrutiny
into the caufe of this rumour, which they found to
be utterly deftitute of foundation: in obedience,
however, to the rcquifition of Varus, they fent to
him feventy of the principal men of the place, who
were all mafFacred by him, fave one fingle perfon,
on the road to Casfarea; after which he marched
his troops againfl Ecbatane. But, by afecond won-
derful interpofuion of Providence, the perfon who
had been tnus rairaculoufly preferved from de-
~ruftion, reached the city before him, and made
the inhabitants acquainted with the horrible trea-
chery which had been perpetrated upon his aflbci-
ates. The people inflantly ran to arms, and, quit-
ting the city, retired, with their wives and children,
into the caflle of Gamala, leavihg bchir*thcm iheir

efrcSs and cattle, to a very confideraWvalue, No
fooner was this event communicatedPhilip, than
he inilantly repaired to the caflle of Gamala, where
he was receivctl with open arms by the infurgents,
who unanimoufly made him a tender of their lives
and fortunes, urgently fbliciting him to put himfelf
at their head, and to lead them againfl Varus and his
CxTarean abettors; for a report was now fpread, that
the king had been aflafniiated. Philip, hpwcver,
endeavoured to allay the ferment of their minds, by
urging to them the favours they had received from
the king, tlie formidable power of the Romans, and
the imminent dangers they would cxpofe themfelves
to by a revolt; and his endeavours at length provtd
fuccefsful. The king, being, at length, made ac-
nuainted with the mifcondutt of Varus, and with a
tiefign which he had formed, to put to death all the
Jews in Caifarea, together with their wives and chil-
dren, tQthe number of feveral thoufands, removed
him from his government, which he conferred on
yEquus Modius; as | have before mentioned: Ga-
mala and the neighbouring country being retained
in their allegiance* to the Romans, by the prudent
mcalures taken by Philip.

Having acquired the mofl authentic in-

At the com.
telligeace of the above tranfaQions, upon mandof the
my arrival in Galilee, | difpatched aletter Jo'h fantie-
to the council at Jerufalem, requefling to phulcontinues
be honoured with their commands : in an- incCalilm.

fwer to which, they fent me orders to remain where
I was, and make the befl provifion poflible for the
defence of the place, retaining my colleagues with
me, if they fhould be inclined to flay. A large fum
of money having been colletted on account o f tithes,
my aflbciates had taken the refblution of returning
home, but, atrru'requefl, readily confented to con-
tinue with me a fhort time longer, till 1 could arrange
matters more happily. We, accordingly, went to-

ther from Seppnoris to Bethmaus, a place about

ur furlongs diftant from Tiberias, from whence |
fent a mefTage to the fenate and fbme of the principal
perfons of that city, requiring their attendance. They
came in obedience to my fummons, accompanied by
Julius; and | acquainted them, that the council at
Jerufalem had commifTioned myfclfand my aflbciates
to confer with them on the fuojed of d”emolifhing
the palace which Herod the Tetrarch had erefted ia
their city, and had ornamented with many curious
images and figures of animals, whi