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INTRODUCTION. 

THE mIsstatements which were circulated respecting 

the First Volume of these Sketches make it necessary to 

l~tion that nothing can be more untrue than repre-
~. 

senting th~ork as a republication. By far the greater 

Pal't of the articles which had ever appeared befoJ:e 

were materially altered. or enlarged, some of, thent' 

almost written over again; while a great many were 

entirely new in every part: as those of Lords Mans-. 

field, Thurlow, Loughborough, and North, Chief Justice 
. . 

Oib~s, Sir W. Grant, Franklin,:,.,Gustavus ilL, Joseph

II ... Catherine II., Queen Elizabeth.-The sa~e obsel'-
• vation is, applicable in at least the same extent t,o the 

• Second Volume. Much of Geo,ge IV., the Empe!'or 

NaPQleon, Lord Eldon, Sir W. Scott, is new; and 

Mira-beau's public character, with the whole of Sir P. 

Francis, Mr. Horne To;ke, Lord King, Mr. Ricardo, 
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Charles Carrol, Neckar, Carnot, Lafayette, and !\fa. 
dame de Stael, are new. 

No distinguished statesman of George ~II.'s ~ime 

ha~ been omitted, except one very eminent person, 

Lord ShelbCUrne; afterwards Marquess of Lansdowne, 
( 

to whom, however, occasion has been taken of doing 

soni~ justice against the invectives of (mere party 

violence and misrepresentation by' which he was 
c· 

assailed. The reason of the omission has been of a 

personal nature. The long and uninterrupted friend

ship which has prevailed between the writer of t~"3 

pages .and Lord Shelburne's son and repfesentative, 

bo~h in public and private life, would have made a:lY 

'~ccourit of him wear the app~arance of a panegyric or 
( 

a defence of his conduct, rathe .. than a judgment pro-

nounced on its merits. If it should be urged that a 

similar reason ought to have prevented the appearancf 

(of other articles, such,asthat upon Sir S. Ron'tilly, Mr. 
,.'tlt! 

Horner,C:und Lord King, the answer is plain. ~er-

so~al friendship with those individuals themselves gave 
<. • 

him the means of judging fQf himself, and that friend-

ship was only anQther conSjlquence of the merits which 

he was called upon to describe and to' extol. Butin . .-

Lord Shelburne's case, friendshipfol' the son might 
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have been supposeil. to influence an account of the 

Motller, who was personally unknown to tlle author. 

It is a. matter of sincere gratification to find that 

justice has been very generally done to the impartiality 

whicl~ was so much studied in the cOUlp&ition of the 

} .... irst Volume. To maintain this throughout the Second 

has been tI. chief aim of its author; and if he haa-evel' 

swerved fi'om this path which it was so mucl} his 1'&80-

• • 
lution to tread, the deviation 118S, at least, been unlJl-

telltional, for he is wholly uIlconsciolls of it. 

lt would be a very great mistake to suppose that , 
there is I1h higher ohject in suhmitting these Sketches 

te the world than the gratification of curiosity respect

ing eminent statesmen, or even a more important pu/'-
. d' pose, the maintenance of a severe standar of taste re-

specting Oratorical Excellence. 'fhe main object. in 

view has been the maintenance of a severe standard of 

.PuQlic-Virtue, by constantly painting political profligacy 

in .those hateful colours which··at·e natural to"it, though 

sometimes obscured by the lustre of talents, especfally 
• 

when seen through the false glare shed by ~uccess over 

pu~iccrimes. To show mankind who are their real 

benefactors-to teach them the wisdom of only exalting 

the fHe.uds of peace, of freedom, and of improvement-
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to warn them against the tolly, so pertticious to them

selves, of lavishing their applauses upon their wor,t 

enemies, those who disturb the tranquillity, assail the 
• 

liberties, and obstruct the improvement of the world-to . 
reclaim therd from the yet worser habit, so nearly akin 

• 
to vicious indulg~ce, of palliating cruelty and fraud 

committed on a large scale, by regarding .the' success 

which has attinded those foul en0l1llities, 01' the courage 
• 

and the address with which they have been perpetrated-

these are the views which have guided the pen that has 

attempted to sketch the History of George IU,'s tiln~ 

by describing the statesmen who flourished> in them. 

-W:ith these views a work was begun many years agll. 

Mld "interrupted by professional. avocations-the history 

oft~o reigns in our own annals, those of Harry V. and 

Elizabeth, deemed glorious for the arts of war and of 

government, commanding largely the admiration of 

the vulgar. justly famous for the capacity which theJ . 
displaye~ but extolled· upon the false assumption. that 

foreign conquest is tpe chief glory of a nation, and "that 

ha:ll,itual and dexterous treachet·y towards all mankind 

is the first aCcomplishment ofa sove~eign. To ¥late 

·ihestory of those reigns in the 14nguage of wh~h 1iOund' 

rea$On pi'escribes the use-to. espress the scorn of ijUse .. 
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nood and the detestation of cruelty ,:vhich the uncor· 
1 

rUited . feelings of our nature inspire-to call wicked 

things by th~ir right names, whether done by princes and 

statesmen, or by vulgar and nlore harmless malefactors 
, . 

-was the plan of that work. Longer experience of the 
) 

world has only excited a stronger desire to see such les-

sons inculcatwl; and to help in tearing off the veil whlch 

the folly of mankind throws over the criMes of theic 

rulers. But it was deemed better to direct the attention 

of the people, in the first instance, to more recent times, 

better known characters, and more interesting events. 

In this opittion these Historical Sketches had their 

OrIBlO. 

It remains to he explained why the Dialogue UpOD 

Monarchical and. Republican Government has heen 

omitted in the present publication, after being an

nounced in the advertisement. Not only would the in

s~tio~ of that piece have extended this second volume 

.to au inconvenient size, but it would have given the work 

a controversial aspect aDd engendered political animosl'!!i? 

ties, thus impeding the effects. inMnded to be produced 

by a 'fork avoiding all partial or vi~lent discussions. 

F01' this reason the appearance of the Dialogue has been 

postponed. It was writ«m some years ago; its doc-
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trines have been destined to receive very material con

firmation from subsequ~nt events; they are very. <Wi'

tain to become at no remote period the prey-ailing' faith 

of the country. 

But, alth'bugh this more general discussion has for the 

present been omitted, constant opportunities have been af

fof(led, in the course of these Sketches, for <r.lDtemplating 

the compar~ve vice~ and advantages .. of the two forms of 

Government-for holding up to Suvereigns the imminent 

perils into which they rush by setting up their preten

sions, and gratifying their caprices, at the expense of 

their people's rights and interests-for relfiindiug the 

people of the mischiefs occasioned to themselves hy ¥io

lent and sudden changes to which the state of society 

has not been accommodated-for exposing the evil con

sequences of those abuses to which party connexions are 

liable-and, above all, for teaching the important duty 

incumbent on all men, under what Governm"nt ~oev~l· 

they live, the sacred duty of forming their own opinions. 

UPoll reflectioll, uor suffering them to be dictated by 

others whose object it is,to d&!ei~ and to betray. In 

proportion as the People are thus educated and.. fitted 

{or the task of Self-government will it be both s"afe and 

exped~ent to intrust them with an increased share of 
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power; and it· would be diflicuJt to fix uny bOWlds to 

th~ extent of that share, other than are set to their own 

impr~veme.ret in political knowledge and experience. 

In the last volume the commonly received accou~ was adopted • 
which represents Lord Bute as having sllperi~tended the educ~ti()n 
of George III. A fuller inquiry into the subject has rendered it nearly 

f • as clear that thi is an erroneous opinion as that Il.ll intimacy sub-

sisted between those two eminent individuals after th'-nutc Minist;y 

was b~ken up. It see;ls almost eertain that there is no more fOUll . 

dation for the one notion than for the other .. although both hlLve;~n 
so generally prevalent. 
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S'l'ATESMEN 

OF THE 

TIMES OF GEORGE III 

GEORGE IV. 

IT would I»)t be easy to find a greater contrast in the 
character and habits of two princes succeeding o.~ 
an~ther in any country, than the two last Georges p.we. 
sented to the eye of even the most superficial observer.' 

George' Prince ofWalcs had been educated a1t.er 
the ma.nner of all princes whose school is the paJaeeof 
theiraneestors, whose teacher is boundless prosperity, 
whose earliest and most chtrished associate is unre
strained ~lf-indulgenge, and who neither among their 

,companiA! form tIle acquaintance of any equai} nor 'ill', 
the diseipun., of the seminary ever taste of oonWl. 
The ~gaLsystem of tuition is ind~ euriously suited 
to i.ts I"lrpo8e of fashioning men's minds to tlie.tuk-of 
,gover,!ling their rellow-creatures-of\ training upa 
D4t,\U'a.\IY etringand sinful crcatui'e'tooeeupy the 
mO,t' amubUsof'al1 _man ,stations, the ODe most re-

, , . 
quiring b&bit~ of self-command, and for duly. filling 

VOL~ n~ B 
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which, all tl1e instruction that . JUan ~,~efei"e, and I'll 
the virtue his nature is (capable of ,p~tis~ng, would 
form a very ina4eq~te qu~ifi~tion. "t1hi~sys~ ~, 
upon the Prince of Wales, I)r6duced its natural eft'eets 
in an unusually ample measure. He see~ed, inieed, 
to, come forth from the school a finished specimen of its 
capabilities -and its powers; as if to show how much 
havoc can be m~e in a character originally deficient 
in none of the good and few of the great qualities, 

• with which it may be supposed that mb are born. 
Naturally of a temper by no means sour or revengeful, 
he had become selfish to a degree s~ extravagan~ that 
he seemed to act upon a practical conviction of all 
mankind being born for his exclusive use; and hence 
he became irritable on the least incident that thwarted , 
his wishes; nay, seemed to consider himself injured, 
and thus entitled to gratify his resentment, as often as 

(, 

uy one, even from a due regal-d to his own duty or his 
own character, acted in a way to disappoint his ex-

£' 

pectations or ruffle his repose. 
His natural abilities, too, ,were far above mediocrity ; . 

he was quick, lively, gifted with a retentive memory, 
and even with a ready wit-endowed with an exquisite 
ear for music, and a justness of eye, that fit~d him,to 
attain filfined taste in the arts-possessing, too, a nice 
Sellse of the ludicrous, which made his reli$h' fQJ: hqmour . . 

sllfficien~y acute, and bestowed u"potl him·the: pO.wtu's 
of· an8ccolllplished numic.. The, graeesof ,bill person 
and his manners need not beoowd. fOf· u~~ are 
valuable. but as the adjunct of higher q~e,:" and 
the latter, gracefuJ.manller~,.a:~e hardly to ,beavo~ded 
by onea oocupyinp aU his life that ti,rst~tion which, 
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iy rem~ving constraint, makes the movements of the 
prince as nat'i.trally graceful as tQose of the infant or 
~e child too young to feel embarrassment. But of 
what avail are all n~tural endowments without cui
tiAtion?· They can yIeld no more fruit than a seed 
or a graft cast ont upon a marble floor' and cultiva
tion, l"hich implies labour, disciplin.e, seltcontrol, sub
mission to others, can scarcely ever be applied to the 
Royal comlition. They who believe that they aIW' ex
empt from the toils, and hardly liable to the casualties 
of other mortalr-all whose associates, and most 'of 
whose instructors, set themselves about confirming this 
faith-are little likely to waste the midnight oil in any 
contemplations but those of the debauchee; and beiIigs, 
who can hardly bring themselves to believe that· they 
are subjea to the common fate of humanity, are pretty 
c~rtain to own no inferior control. "Quoi done" (ex
claimed the young Dauphin to his Right .Revefeilp 
preceptor, when some book mentioned a king as h,ving 
died)-" Quoi done, les Rois meutent-ils?" "Quelque
fois, Monseigneur;" was .the cautious and courtly reply. 
That this Prine.e should afterwards grow, in the naturld" 
course' of things, into Lollis XV., and that his infant 
~ptitud~ for the habits of royalty thus trained up sho.lfl~ 
expand into the maturity of self-indulgente, ''!~ 

" ./", .. 1,. 
alm~st proved too great a trial of French loyal patience. 
is not matter I)f wopder. Our ~is, notwithstanding 
the lessons of Dean JacksOn:, and the fellowship of 
Thutlowand Sheridan, was a man of very'uncultiv8ted 
mind ...... ignorant of 811 but the passages . of history which 
iribstprinces read,withsome1superfieial knowledge of 
the dead languages, 'which he had jmperfeetJ, learnt 

B 2 
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aud scantily retained, considerable mu~i(',al skfti, gre~ 
facility of modern to.ggues, and 00 idea w'hatever of the 
rudiments of any science, natUt'al or moral,;, 'fioless tll, 
very imperfect notions of the structure of gt>V0rnment, 
picked up in conversation or studied in newsp\pers,.tro 
L~ reckoned any exception to the univenal1b,lank. 

We baves:id n<tthing of the great : quality of :-11,
the test of character,-firmness, and her sister truth, 
That. the Prince was a man of firm mind, not even his 

• most unscrupulous flatt~rers ever eouldsummon up the 
courage to pretend. He was much tl!e creature of im
pulses, and the sport of feelings natutaliy" good and 
kind; but had become wholly selti~h through unlimited 
indulgence. Those who knew him well were wont to 
say that his was a woman's character, when they 
obsel'ved how little self-command. he had;cand how 
easily he gave way to the influence 'Of petty sentimen~s. 
~o" was the remark more gallant towards the sex 
than. it was respectful towards the Prince; inasmuch 
as the character of a woman· transferred to the other 
sex implies the want· of those qualities whi~hd:m
stitute manly virtue, without the possesiion of the 
charms by which female weaknesses3l'eredeemed; 
fndependently of the fact that those 'WMk&part& 
are less °prejudicial in the woman,becau~ they are 
mote in harmony With the -whole. ''l~a;t' they'.who 
draw the preath ofli~in'(rHJou1'\. and pass all their 
da~ in an atmosphere 'of lies,shoold have" any very 
sacred regard for truth is haTd~y to be ex~cted. 
They experience such falSehood in all who\\Q~d 
them, that deteption; at least suppression ·oftbe 
truth. aJmost seel}1s necessaty for self-defence ; and 
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,ccordi~ly, if their speechLe not framed upon the 
theory of the French Cardinal, that language was given 
~ man for the better concealment of his thoughts, they 
at least seem to regard in what they say, not its resem
bllnoo to 'he fact in question, but rather its subserviency 
to the purpose in view. 

The course of private conduct which one in sooh a 
statio~, of such habits, and of such ~ disposition, might 
naturaiiy be expected to run, \Vas that of .the Ptince 
fl'Om his ea~ly youth upwards ; and when he entered upon 
public life, he was found to have exhausted the resources . 
ofa~ career of pleasure; to have gained followers withQut 
making friends; to have acquired much envy and SO~ 
admiratjon among the unthinking multitude of polished 
society; but not, in any quarter, either to command 
respect oreconciliate esteem. The line of political COD

duct which he should pursue was chalked out by the 
• 

relative position in which. he stood to his f'lW~r,...aud 
still more by that monarch's character, in ~ .di 
respects the reverse of his OWli. 

It th48 happened that the Whig party, bejng\;the 
enemies of George IU., found favour in the sight 4>fhis· 
son, and becalne his natural allies. I In the scr~ble 
for poW'er they highly Jvalued such an auxiliary, and 
many of th~m were received also into thc('''pcrsonal 
favopf qf. their illustrious political recruit. But state 
affairs W~, by him .<mly taken as a stimulant, to rouse 
the dormant appetite, when more"vulgar excitement. ~ad 
fati~ed the jaded sense; and it would be extremely 
difficuJt to name the single occasion on which any part 
was taken by him whoIp the Whigs heJd out as the 
most exalted Jl1ember of theil' body, from the elld of the 
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American war until the beginning.of the contest witlj 
France. An event .then occurred which brought his 
Royal Highness upon the stage, but not as a friend oj 
the Liberal party. He came forward to disclaim them, 
to avow that his sentiments differed widely frt>m thefrs, 
and to declare that upon the great question which 
divided the Jorld, he took part with the enemies of 
liberty and of improvement. rrhe French Revolution 
had .alarmed him in common with most of his order; 
he quitted the party for many years; he ga~e the only 
support he had to give, his vote, to !heir adversaries. 
1'he rest of his political history is soon told. V\~en 

thelJ;larm had subsided he gradually came back to the 
OptJosition party, and acted with them until his father's 
illness called him to the Regency, when he shamefully 
abandoned them, flung himself into the hant:s oftheil' 
antagonists, and continued to the end of his days their
ene.ny, with a relentless bitterness, a rancorous malig-
~ 

nity, which betokened the spite of his nature, and his 
( 

consciousness of having injured and betrayed those 
whom, therefore, he never could forgive. It was indeed 
the singular and unenviable fate of this Prince, that he 
who at various times had more " troops of friends-" to 
~urround him than any man of any age, changed them 
so often, and treated them so ilJ, as to survive, during 
a short part of his life, everyone of his attachments, and 
to find himself before its close in the hands of his 
enemies, o~ of mere strangers. the accidental connexions 
of yesterday. 

After ruaning the course of dissipation, uninterrupted 
by any' more rational or worthy pursuit,-prematurely 
exhaust;ng the resources of indulgence, both .animal 
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;.twd mentTtl, and becoming incapable of receiving ful'thel' 
gratification unless the wish of the tncient tyrant could 
b\gratified by the invention of some new pleasure,-it 
was found that a life of what was called unbounded 
proftJ.sion d.>uld not he pat:lsed without unlimited extra
vagance, and that such enornlOUS sums had been squan
dered in a few years as seemed to baffle r..o~jecture how 
the m;ney could have been spent. • The bill was of 
course brought in to the country, and one of the it~ms 
which swell:d the total amount to above half a million, 
was many hundreds of pounds for Marechal powder, . 
a peffumed brown dust with which the fops of those 
days filled their hair, in preference to using soap and 
water, after the manner of the less eourtly times that 
succeeded the French Revolution. The discontent 
which this enprincipled and senseless waste of money 
occ:sioned had no effect in mending the life of its 
author; and in a few years after a new debt had be~n 
incurred, and the aid of Parliament was requited 
again. There seemed HOW no chanc(~ but one of ex.
tricating the Prince fi'om the difficulties with which 
he had surrounded himself: and obtaining such an in
creased income as might enable him to continue his 
edravagince without 'contracting new debts. That 

,chance was his consenting to marry; in order \'bat the 
event.might take place, so pleasing to a people whom 
all the vices and the follies of royalty can never wean . . 
from their love of Princes, and the increase of the royr.l 
family~ be effected with due regularity of procedure from 
the hei~·apparent's loins. But, although the entering 
into the state of matrimuny in regular form, and with 
the accustomed publicity, might a[ord the desired 
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facilities of a peeuniarykind, such a. step little Sllit~ 

the taste of the ilJustrious personage usually termed 
"the hope of the country." rrhat· tlle .restraints."of 
wedlock should be dreaded by one to whom all restraint 
had hitherto beeu a stranger, and who c~uld ",it at 
1100ght whatever obligations of constancy ,that holy and • • 

comfortable state imposed, was wholly out of t~e ques-
tion. If that we~'e all, he could have no kind of objec
tiop to ta.ke as many wives as the law of the land allowed, 
supposing the (lower of each to be a b~ll upon the 
patient good-nature of the Englis}t people, towards 
discharging some mass ofdeht contracted, But'there 
llad happened another event, not quite suited to the 
people's taste, although of a matrimonia.l kind, which 
had been most carefully concealed for very sufficient 
reasons, and which placed him in a predic<A.ment more 
embarrassing even than his pecuniary difficulties. 

'''The most excusable by far, indeed the most respect", 
able of all the Prince's attachments, had been that which 

{. 

he had early fonned for Mrs. Fitzherbert, a woman of 
the most ,amiable qualities, and the most exemplary 
virtue, Her abilities were not shining, nor were her 
personal charms dazzling, nor was she ev~n in the first 
stage of youth; but her <talents were of tlremOstengag
ing kiIffi: she had a peculiarly sweet disposjtion~ united 
to sterling good sense, and was poSBessed ,of manners 
singular!y fasciftatin~. His passion for- tbisexoellent 
perton was a redeeming virtue ofthePrinoo; it could 
only proceed from a fund of natural 1en.8\'t'aud good 
taste, which. had it but been managed with ordinary 
prudence and care. would have endowed a,lD9st distin
guisheA chal'aeter in private life; and, ooald it by any 
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~i¥Cle hale been well managed in a palace, must have 
furnished out a ruler before whose lustre the fame of 
Tit~s and the Antonines would grow pale. This passion 
was heightened by the difficulties which. itsvinuous 
objec' interfmsed to its gratification; and upon no 
other terms than mal'riage could that be obtained.:Bnt 
marriage with this admirable lady was fo~iddeflby . . , 
Jaw! She was a Roman Cathohc,; sIncerely attached 
to the religion of her forefathers, she refused to purchye 
a crown by ~onforming to any other ; and the law de
clared, that whoever married. a Catholic shoold forfeit . 
all right to the crown of these realms, as if he were 
naturally dead. . This law, however, was -unknown to 

her, and, blinded by various pretences, she w8.f\ind\lcedl 
to consent to a clandestinemarl'iage, which is rupposed.1 

to have beeIJil solemnized between her and the Pl'io;ee 
bey~nd the limits: of .the EnglishdOlllinious~ in the 
silly 'belief, perhaps, entertained by him,thatlteeseaped 
the penalty to which his reckless conduct exposed hi1,ll, 
undthat the forfeiture of his !mcc8l!lsion to the crown 
was only deoounced against such a marrillge '·if lCOR
tr.aeted within .. tberealm.· The consent ofthe:Sovereign 
""ali' aoothtl1rr~uisite. of ' the la w,torendel' the marriage; 
v~., thA iC()J!lflent . l..wl -noLbeen. obtained; and ·the 
~nv;Jidity,.ofthecont:raet was supposed to saveltle for
feiture. But tbe.ywho so construed the plain provi
sion in the,Bill ·of I\ight~ assumed firsiithat no for .. 
feiture could lffl imurredhf,doing an act which wflk 
void iI~ itself. whereas the law of England, as well as 
______ ------+<J .-..;;.;..;--____ -'-.;....... _____ .... _ 

!II Some affirm that it WH perf()rme'd in'Loildoh at the house or 

her uncle. 
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of Sc:-.otland, and every other country, * abouhds in QIL~IS 
of -acts prohibite9 and made void, yet punished by a 
foneiture of the rights of him who oontt'avenes the ;.-ro
hibition, as much as if they were valid and effectual. 
The sam,ecourtly reasoners and fraudulent Ihatch
makers of Carlton House next assumed, that statutes so 
solemn as' the Bill of Rights and Act of S~ttlement 
could be varied; and, indeed, repealed in an essential 
PlU'tieular, most clearly within their misc~ief, by a sub-

\. . h sequent law which makes not the least reference w o.t-
ever to their provisions; while no man could doubt that 
to prevent even the attempt at contravening tho~e 1'1'0-

hit;itions was the object of the JJaw, in order to prevent 
all risks; it being equally manifest that, if merely pre
venting a Catholic from being the Sovereign's consort 
bad been the only purpose of the enactmmtt, this coulrl 
ha.ve been most effectually accomplished by simply de
elaring the marriage void, and the forfeiture of the crown 
became wholly . superfluous. It is, therefote, very far 
from being elear that this marriage was no forfeiture 
of the crown. But, it may be said, the Prince ran this 
risk only for himself, and no one has a right to complain. 
Not so. The forfeiture of the crown was his own risk 
assuredly; but he trepanned Mrs. Fitzherbert jute:;. a 

th 

To lawyers this matter is quite familiar. In Ehgland, if a 
teD!lDt for life makes a feoffment in fee., this fori'eits.his life :est~ 
although'the attem,Pt to enlarge his es~te is IIltogether ineifectual, 
and the feoffee takes nothing by the grant. In S~otIand, if an heir 
of entail, fettered by the fencing clauses, ma'ikea8 conveylillce con
trary to the prohibitions, the deed is wholly void, and yetobe forfeits 
the estate, to use the words of the Bill of Righta, "as if he '\Vilre 
naturally dead." 
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sae"iice of ~r honour to gratify his passion, when he 
well knew that the ceremony which s~e was made to 
believe a marriage could only be regarded as a mere 
empt: form, of no legal validity or effect whatever; 
unless, tndeed,'that of exposing her, and aU who ~sisted, 
to the high pains and penalties of a premunire. While 
he pretended that he was making her his wife, lnd made 
her believ; she was such, he was only making her the 
victim of his passions, and the accomplice of his crimes. 

• > 

A few years aftet, when those passions had co01ed, 01' 

were directed into so~e new channel, the rumour having 
got abrdhd, a question was asked in Parliament respect
ing the alleged marriage. His chosen political asso
ciates were appealed to, and, Leing instructp,d by him, 
denied the charge in the most unqualified terms. Before 
such men as <Mr. Fox and Mr. Grey could thus fM 
commit their honour, they took care to be well assured 

• 
of the fact by direct personal communication with the 
Prince~mself. He most solemnly denied the whol .. 
llpon his sacred honour; anu hi!'! denial was, through 
these most ~espectable channels, conveyed to the House 
of Commons. "Teare giving here a matter of histol"}' 
well known at the time ;-a thousand times repeated 
since, and n~ver qualified by the parties, nor ever contra-, 
~d on their behalf. It must be confessed, that'this 
passage Qf the Prince's story made his treatment of Mrs. 
Fjtzherbert complete in. all its parts. After se<lucing 
her with a false and fictitious marriage, 1)8 refused her 
the poorgratifieation of saving her reputation, by letting 
the world J>elieve he had really made her his wife. In
ttanees are not wanting of lIlell committing in public a 
breach of vet'a{'-ity, and sacdficing truth,Jo save th& re-
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putationoftheir paramours; nor is any moralist sO.to~tern 
as to visit with verv severe censure conduct like this. . " 
But who was there ever yet so base as deliberately to 

. r 
pledge hlS honO\ll" to a falsehood, for the purpose of his 
own 'protectioll, and in order to cover with sht'..me her 
wham his otber false pretences had .deceived into being 
his' parabtour ? Bad as this is,wor~e;l'emains to be 
told. This treachery was all for the lucre of gain ; the 
.question was raised, UpOli an application to Parliament 
for money; and the falsehood was told to. smooth the 
diaiculties that stood in the way,0f a. vow in Committee 
of SuppJy! 

The influence .-0£. Mrs. F1itmerbem. gave place to an
other connexion.lbut sheretained:lthat sway over his 
mind which we have·d.escribed.as tha.,brightest feature 
in the Prince' s charaeter. . .. Hence hQ :sJYtI.~ed llQ }).ains to 
make her tJelieve that th.e public. denialGf their" .wedlock 
was only rendered nee6ssasy by his fa.ther'sprejudices 
:nd tyrannicaleonduct. She well knew~ tha1i. to. find 
a.a example of Jear greater .t1~an tb8.t dread wHit whicn 
he quailed at the sound ofrus father's .voic8. or jnd~ 
the bare mention· of his name, it :-wasneC.,sSMj' to go 
among the. many-coloured inhabitants of .th#; Carib~ 
Islands; and hence she could themore,ea_y eredit the 
explanation given of the disclaimer .80,Cl'1161 to her feel. 
ings, In private, therefore,.and,with.heJ\ he,flt41l:p:u:;;~d 
himself for hel' husband, and .. ,she loorned.,Jikeat.be£ and 

• <, 

more real wives, to shut her eyes upon hisinR@~itie$ •• hile 
her empire over his mind remained unshaken. +he pres
sure of new difficulties rendered & regQ}ar:~dage ne
cessary for his extrication • but as this 111\\8t at OO(''e an' 
for ever dispel all that remained of t~e m&trimoniaJ. de-
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'usiQl\ he lon~ resisted the tem'{)tation, through fear of 
Mrs. Fitzherbert, and dread of their inteJ"oourse coming 
to a viol'mt end. At lellgth the increasing pressure of 
his.ern?)arrassments overweighed all other considerations, 
and he ~onsen&d to a marriage, and to give up Mrs. 
Fitzherbert for ever .. Othel"S with wbomhe lived upon 
the most intimate terms are supposed to have i~erposed 

• • fresh ohstacles to this scheme; but these were over-
come by an understanding that the new wife should . ~ 

enjoy only the name ;-that systematic neglect and in-
sult of every kind heaped upon her should attest how 
little cOlfcern the heart had with this honourable ar
rangement, and how entirely the husband eontinued 
devoted to the wedded wives of other men. Ev~ 

thing was now ,~ettled to the satisfaction of, all parties. 
The old spous~was discarded-the old mistrelliseB were 
• eherished; fondled, and appeased-the faithful Commons • 
were overjoyed sttlle prospect of along line of heirs to 
the crown-the loyaJ people were enraptured .. at the, 
thoughtS (yf new prirncesandprincp.sses-the KiDg, 
while he felt" :hifs . throne strengthened by the provitrion 
made, rof.i.;idJg, snccession, was gratified with whatever 
10wel'ed, thei person he most hated and despised-and 
the Ilrmr..ehimself was relieved of .much debt, and en

'clo)Ved 'With augmented resOUl"ces. One partyalone"as 
-r:'ft out~: the. gener8il oonsideration-the intended OOJol .. 

sort Qfthis illustrious c~acter. whose peculiar prjde it 
was to 'be,caUed"by hlsflatterers the" First Gentleman 

in E~." 
Camlil~i,Prineess of Bnglilwiek was the individual 

.. hom it was foondeonvenieI\t to make the sacrifice on 

.thie occasion to all arrangement that diffused so qni-
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versal a joy through this free, moral, f1nd refl-wting 
country. She"was niece of George IlL, and conse· 
quently one of the Prince's nearest relations. ~or has 
it ever been denied, that in her youth she was a Princess 
of singular accomplishments, as well of &ind at of pel'· 
son. All who had seen her in those days represented 
her as l~ely; nor did she, on touching our shores, dis-

• l 

appoint the expectations which those eye-witnesses had 
raised. All who had known her in that, season of youth, 

l-
and before care had become the compa.nion of her life, 
and the cruelty of others had pr~yed upon her feelings 
and sapped her understanding, described he'! mental 
endowments as brilliant; and a judge. alike experienced. 
and severely fastidious, long after she had come amongst 
us, continued to paint her as formed to be .. the life, 
graee, and ornament of polished society. ~111 Her talents 
were indeed far above the ordinary level of woro~n, and 
had her education not been rather below the average 
,stock of Princesses, they would have decked her in ac
complishments remarkable for any station. EndOlWed 
with the greatest quickness of apprehension; with a 
singularly ready wit, and with such ,:perseverance as is 
rarely seen in the inmates of a court, she shone in:eon
versation, and could have excelled in 'higher stud.ieE'than 
statuary, the only one to which she devoted her atten
tion. If it be said that her buoyoot !\piTits were'littk 
compJLtible with the etiquette,.of a' Gemlanoo~ &nd 
made her attend less to forms than the decorum of our 
English palaces, under the cold and stifi' reign 9f George 
and ·Cha.rlotte, might seem to require-so .must it be 

~r. Canning'in the House ofcOinmonll~ 
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cO.Jl~ssed, oft the other hand, that no person of the ex
alted station to which this great lady :ras born, and the 
!ltm higher elevation of rank which she afterwards 
reacfted, ever showed such entire freedom frOID all 
haugl~iness Ifnd pride, or more habitually estimated all 
who approached her by their intrinsic merits. 1.'he first 
duchess in the land, or the humblest of its peatants, were 
alike wel~ome to het·, if their endowments and their dis
positions clRin~ed her regard; and, if by the accident Qf 
bi.rth she was more frequently thrown into the fellow
ship of the one, she could relish the talk, seek out the 
merits: admire the virtues, awl interest herself in the 
fortunes of the other, without ever feeling the difference 
of their rank, even so far as to betray in her manner 
that she was honouring them by her condescension. 
rrhus, all migtlt well be charmed wit.h hel' good-nature, 
live!x humour, and kindly demeanour, while no one 
eve'thought of praising her affability. ' 

But Caroline of Brunswick had far higher quarliti~s 
than these; she put forward, in t.he course of her hap
less and checkered existence, claims of a much Ionier 
caste. " She had, a delight in works of beneficence that 
made charity the very bond of her existence; llor were 
the. sufferings of her life unconnected with this amiable 
)!lOpensity of her nature. Her Ila.ssionate fondn&s- for 
childreq, ba.lked by that separation from her only off. 
spring to which she w~searlydoomed, led her ipto the 
unwise course of aaopting the infants of others, whiclt 
she ehe~ished.as if they had been h~r own. Hercourage 
was of ~~ highest order of female bravery, scorning all 
rperils-in t~ pursuit of worthy objects, leading her eer
~.ainly ,intoadvelltures- thatwel~e ehieflv reconllllQnded 
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by their risks, but, like the active courage 'bf a wo~~:u, 
suffering occasionally inkrvals of suspeusion according 

( 

to the state of the animal spirits. possibly iofluenced by 
the physical constitution of the female frame, alth~ugh 
the passive virtue of fortitude never knew 'abaten{~nt or 
eclipse. There were occasions, indeed, when her two 
distillguis:ft:ing characteristics were both called forth in 
unison, and her brave nature ministered to h~r charity. 
~hi1e travelling in the East, the plarue broke out 
among her suite. U nappaUed by a peril which has 
laid prostrate the stoutest hearts, she entered the hos
pital, and set to others the example of attending upon 
the sick, regardless of eVen the extreme risk which she 
ran by hanging over their beds and touching their per
sons. Let it be added to this, that her nature wa~ ab
solutely without malice or revenge; tm .. t she. hardly 
knew the merit of forgiveness of injuries, because ~t cost 
,her nothing; and that a harsh expression, a slanderous 
Mpersion, any indication of hatred or of spite, never 

r . 
broke from her, even when the resources of ingenuity 
were exhausted in order to goad her feelings, and self ... 
defence almost made anger and resentment a duty. 

It will be said that the fair side is here presented 
of this remarkable picture,-remarkable if the. original 
were<-found in a cottage, but ill a .palaee little. ,/ilio ... t J~f 
miraculous. If, however, there be so fair il.liq. to th~ 
portrai~ure, shall it not turn aw,a.y the wrath t~ other 
~tures may possibly raise on reversing the med~l? But 
tb.~t is not the defence, nor even the palliatioq. which 
belongs to this unparalleled case. , Was evt\r human 
being so treated-above alt, was ever woman.so.treated 
as ,tqls woman had been-visited with.severe~e.nsure if 
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llh'. at some time fen into the snares at aU times laid 
for her undoing ~ Were ever faults, made next to 
unvoidable, by systematic persecution in aU matters 
dow,\ to the most trifling from the most grave, regarded 
as inexpiabfe, or only to be expiated by utter destruc
tion? It is one of tbe grossest and most WInatural of 
the outriges against all justice, to say nothing of charity, 
which despots and other slave-owners commit, that they 
visit on thf'ir. hapless victims the fa.ilings which their 
oppressions burn as it were into the character-that 
they aWed disgust and reprobation at what is their own 
handi~ork~and assume from th~ vices they have them.:.. 
selves engendered a new 'right to t~rinent whom they· 
have degraded.'rhesemen can never learn the lessons 
ofinsp1red wisdom, and laytbeir account witll reaping 
as they have·sowed. Were a tyrant to a~sume some 
stra~ge caprice, by grafting the thorn upon the vine-tree, 
or placing the young dove a.mong vultures to be reared, 
surely it would surpass even the eaprice of a tyrant, 8fld 
his proverbial contempt of all reaSon beyond his own 
will, were he to complain that he eou]fl no longer gather 
grapes from the plant, and that the perverted nature or 
the dove thirsted for plood. Did any parent, unna
tub.l enough to turn his child among gipsies, ever'prove 
.!D sensele81s or unreasonable as to complain or the dis
honest 'habjt~ his offspring had acquired? By what 
title, then, ~han fI, hu&band, who, after swearing upo~ 
the"'altar to love, pi'ul:t>;ct, and cbelisb his wife, casts her 
a'Wa~ (,om him, and throws her into whatever society 
maY'beset ber in a strange country, pretend to complain 
of inoorreet demeanour, when it is no fault of his that 
there remains ill the 'bosom "of his vietilll one velSVge of 

VOL. n. 
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honesty, of purity, or of honour? It i61 no' denje<V it 
ci\nnot be denied, that levities little suitec. to her station 
marked the conduct of the Princess; th~t unworthy 
associates sometimes found admittance to her pr~s~£Ce ; 
that in the hands of intriguing womeu sne bemlme a 
tool of their silly, senseless plots; that, surrOlUlded by 
crafty poli~cians. she 8uffel'ed her wrongs to b'} used as 
the means of gratifying a place-hunting ambition, which 
rt\ther crawled than olimbed; and th[~t a character 
naturally only distinguished hy mere hee(tless openness, 
and a frankness greater than common prudence seems 
to justify in those who dwell ilJ palaces, became s'haded. 
if not tarnished, hy a disposition to join in unjustifiable 
contrivances for self-defence. But the heavy charges 
of guilt hrought against her, in two several invf'stiga
tions, were triumphantly repelled, and by'\he universal 
assent of'mankind scattered in the wind, amidst ,their 
unanimous indignation; and from the blame of Jesser 
fa.!lltS and indiscrt:tions into which she is adm.itted to 
have been betrayed, the least regard to the treatmelJt 
she met with must, in the contemplatioQ ·of all candid 
minds. altogether set her free. 

Nosoonel' was the marriage solemnized, which 'plQIlged 
the country into unmixed joy, and raised. a mingied 
expectation and sneer among the I)opulati()ll Q-f the.court, 
than the illustrious husband proceeded. ~ ,the lRostex. 
enlplary, and. indeed scrupulous.fulfilment.of hia VQWfl 

~but rwtthose made at the altar. Thefewue'ot'betl 
of a prior date, to which. with the lUQSt .""igorovs lj~nS€ 
of justice, he ~herefor..e gave the pref~rE>flce;.~orUl" 
ing them with anexactnea~even beyond, tbe~t.rictlettet 
of t~e engagell\Elnt. It is \rue th.,Yowere'notquitt: 
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tl8t1s1stimt with the later obligations "to love, cherish, 
and protect;" but they were vows no\withstanding, and 
ha\bt>en attested with many oaths, and fierce impreca
tion, and accompanied with a touching and a copious 
effusion of t~ars. Their purport was an engagement 
to reject, to hate, and to insult the weddT wife; to 

yield her rivals, not unwedded, but the helpmates of 
other lords, the preference on all occasions; to crown 
the existence ~f the one with all favour, and affection, 
and respect, while that of the other should be made 
wretched and unbearable by every slight which could . ' 

be given, every outrage which could be offered to the 
feelings most tyrannical over the female bosom. Swift 
followed, then, upon the mnking of the second and 

public vow, the punctual fulfilment of the first and 
private oblig~tion. Nevel' did the new-married pair 
mee\ but in the presence of others; the Princess was 
treat~d on every occasion, but most on public oeea
sions, with ostentatious n~glect, nay, with stmlied COIl

tumely; each resource of ingenious 8pite was exhausted 
in devising varied means of exhibiting her position in 
melancholy contrast with the empire of her rivals: 
when she submitted, trampled upon as dastardly and 
mtan; when she was reluctantly goaded into self
~defence, run down and quelled and punished a: con

tumacieus; and as soon a'S maltreatment was suspected 
to have begotten the. desire of retaliation, slote was 

surrounded with Splt.8, that not a gesture or a look, ~ 
word 0» a ,I!igh, migh~ pass unregistered, unexaggerated, 
nnpervel'teo.. Yet no one incident could be found upon 
which to hang the slightest charge of impropriety. 
Witness the necessity to which the Whig f6e11.fts of 

r.9 
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Carlton-House wereredueed (for want of other blar.tf..), 
of complaining that the sympathy of the people had 
been awaked in behalf of the persecuted and defenc~less 
stranger; and that she did"not shun occasioIls of Meing 
her only friend, the People, so carefully ~ theW"hig 
notion of Jemale propriety deemed fitting, or the Carl
ton-House standard of conjugal delicacy required. 

At the end of a tedious and sOl·rowful year, the birth 
of the Princess Charlotte once more iptoxicated the 
nation with loyal joy, and made it forget as well the 
silent sorrows of the one parent, as the perfidioufl cruelty 
of the other. Scarce had the mother recovered, when 
a fresh and unheard .. of outrage greeted her returning 
health. The" First Gentleman of his age" was pleased, 
under his own hand, to intimate that it suited his dis
position no longer to maintain even the thin covering 
of decency which he had hitherto sufi'ereo to veil the 
tenus of their union; he announced that they should 
n~w live apart; and added, ,!ith a refinement.of deli
.oo.cy suited.to the finished accomplishments of his pre
eminence among gentlemen, that he pledged himself 
'never to ask for a nearer connexion, even if their only 
child should die,-he added, with a moving piety, 
" Which God forbid !"-in case it might be ima.giued 
that the death of the daugbter was as much his b.opeft~ 
the destruction of the mother. Thelleparation . thus 
delicatdy effected made only ftnappatentchange in 
the relative position of the parties. They had before 
oocupied the same house, beeause they had ·livdullder 
one roof, but .in a state of complete separat~on; and 

. now the only difference wa", that, instead,Qf1Du.king a 
partition of the Awelling, and assigningber· one half of 
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itslinterior: he was graciously pleased to make a llew 
division of the same mansion, givin&" her the outside, 
ao\keeping the inside to his mistresses and himself. 
~e incessant vigilance< with which the unhappy 

Princess's conduct was now watched, by eyes ready to 
minister fictions to those who eJnpJoyed then" soon pl·o
duced a.report that their prey had fallen into the ap
pointed snare, It was duly represented to the" Most 
amiablp. Prin,e of his time8," living with his paramours, 
that the wife whom he ha.d discarded for their society. 
and to whom he had given what the head of the law. 
his comrade and adviser, - scrupled not to term "a lJetter 
of Licence," had followed his example, and used the 
licence; in short, that she ha.d been secretly delivered 
of a child. No intrigue had been denounced as de
tected hy th~ spies; nor eould any person be fixed (lft 

as ~ who had committed high treason, by defiling the 
solitary bed to which the" Companion of the King's 
Bon"t had been condemI}ed by her tender and faithful 
consort. The charge, however, was made, and it was 
minutely investigated,-not by the friends of the ac
cused l but by the political and the personal a8!iociate~ 
of her husband. The result was her complete and 
trtumphaut acquittal of all but the charge that she had, 
to vary the monotony of het' sequestered life, adop~d the 
childola sail maker in the neighbourhood of her re8i~ 
dence; thus endeavoUl:ing to obtain for her own.daugh
ter's society a substitute upon whom the natural instinct 
of maternal feeling might find a vent, to relieve an 

• 
''II Lbrd Thurlow. 

" t·· £a CompagneoFitzle Roy-say, the Stat~ of Treasont!' • 
• 
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overburthened heart. 
,. .• 

I t was little creditable, dcr-
tainly, to the COl1;&missioners who conducted this" De
licate In.vestiga~i?n,·' as it was termed, t~at they ~tojPed 
to mentlOn levltIes of conduct wholly Immaterl~ and 
confessedly quite inoffensive in her, whife they cau
tiously abs~ined from pronouncing any censure upon 
the guilt of the other party, by whose ~aithlesspess and 
cruelty her existence had been rendered a scene of 
misery. 

In those days the accidental distributions of party 
had made the Princess acquainted with the most emi-

• nent of the Tory chiefs-Lord Eldon, Mr. Perceval, 
and Mr. Canning. These distinguished personages 
composed her familiar society, and they were her faith
ful eounsellors through all her difficulties. Nor would 
it have been easy to find men on whom sh~ could more 
safely rely for powerful assistance as advocates, or.able 
advice as fr.i.~nds. They prepared ·an elaborate state
mr,nt of the Princess's case, )Vhich accidental circum
stances kept them from making public; but enough 
of the p'l'oceeding transpired to make the country 
aware of the extraordinary course which had been 
pursued by the Prince's political friends. 

It is difficult to describe the sensation which the 
Report of the Secret Tribunal made wherever a know· 
ledge of its contents reached. That a wife,a Princess, 
and a @tranger should be su~jooted to treatment the 
most orue1 and unmanly, should then be dri.,en from 
the shelter of her husband's roof, should be s:urr~u~ed 
by spies and false witnesses, and, having been charged 
with a capital offence-nay; with high treason-should 
be tried behind ~r back, with the most abM -counsel to 
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at.nd on I1ehalf of her persecutor and accuser, without 
a human being present on her beha.!£, so much as to 
cror-examine a witness, or even to take a note of the 
evid\nce-was a proceeding which struck all meu's 
minds witi: astouishment, and dismay, and ,seemed 
rather to approach the mockery of all justice presented 

• in the a~counts of eastern seraglios, than to resemble 
anything that IS known alllong nations living under 
constitutional. Governments. But if the investigation 
itself was thus an object of reprobation and disgust, its 
result gave, if possible. less satisfaction still. What 
could -be said of a sentence w hicl! showed that, even 
when tried behind her back, and by an invisible tri
bunal formed wholly of her adversaries, not the shadow 
of guih could be found in her whole conduct; and that 
even the mlrcenary fancies and foul perjuries of the 
spiel had failed to present any probable matter of 
blttme; and yet, instead of at once pronouncing bel' 
innocent and unjustly accused, hegrudged her the PQor 
satisfaction of an acquittal, nnd, fetlrful of affording her 
the triumph to which innocence is entitled, and offend
ing the false accuser, both passed over all mention of 
her unparalleled wrong8, and left a stigma upon her 
nAme, by the vague recommendation that the King 
should advise her concerning certain levities oi·indis~ 
cretioas of behaviour-an allusion so undefined, that 
anyone, might fill up the dark outline as his i;naginn
tion should enable him, or his want of common charity 
prompt him to do? Every one knew that, had there 
been th.e least tangible impropriety, though falling 
~T short of guilt, it 'would have been stated in the 
Report;, but tae. pllrp~of the.seever, to whi.h the 
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secret judges lent themselves, were best s~ved byl,. 
,vague and mysterious generality, that meant everything, 

• and,Bnything, as well as nothing. and ena.bled him to 
propagate by his hireling favourites, allover 50rfty:, 
any new slanders which he might choose tc:f invent. 

The confirmed insanity of the King, three" years 
afterwards, - called to the Regency the chief actor in 
these unhappy scenes. No,prince ever a.sQended the 
throne with so universal a feeling of distrust, and even • aversion. Nor was this lessened when the first act of 
his reign proved him as faithless to his politicnl friends 
as he had been to his wife; and as regardless bf hii; 
professed public principles as he had been of his mar
riage vows. It added little respect to the disesteem in 
which he was so universally held, that he was .seento 
discard all the liberal party with whom h~ had so long 
acted; with whom, after an interval of separation., he 
,had become again intimately united, and among the~ 
th~ very men who had stood by him in his domestb~ 
broils; whilst he took into full favour his determined 
enemies, and, worst of all, the very men who had pre
pared attacks upon him too outrageous to find a pub
lisher! 

The accession of the Princess's friends to the Regent's 
favoufllO was the period of their intercourse with their 
former client. Not the slightest communicatioq could 
now be. held with her whose jus! quarrel they had so 
warm! y espoused while the Prinee was their antago
nist; and Mr. Canning alone of them' all,_ to hi, tran
scendent honour, refused to pay the i1ibute exapted by 
the Court of deserting a. former friend,becauBe an 
enem~ had been f~und placable ; andbec .. as~ ;be, setting 
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~ high tt value upon his forgiveness, required his new 
favourites to be as perfidious as him~elf. 

It is impossible to separate from the history of 
Ge\ge IV. that of his wife, for it is united with the 
most remarkable features of his character; his bound
less caprice-his arbitrary nature--his impatience of 
contradJction and restraint-his recklessne~s of conse
quences when resolved. to attain a private end-quali
ties which, \f guided by a desire of compassing greater 
ends and sustained· by adequate courage, would ha~e 
aroused a struggle for absolute power, fatal either to the 
libertIes of the country or to the existence of the mo
narchy. 

The Princess of Wales, wearied out with unceasing 
pel'eeeution, had gone abroad, leaving behind her, as the 
only support on which she could rely. her only daugh
ter. disease having deprived her of the steady favour 
and undeviating support of the King, her father-in-law 
and uncle. The death of both that King and that 

• 
daughter was the signal of new attempts against her 
peace. The history of the Milan Commission is fresh 
in the recollection of all. A board of three persong....;. 
a Chancery lawyer. who had never seen a witness exa
mined, and whose practice was chiefly confined to cases 
in ''''bankruptcy, on which he had written an eftellent 
book,.....a colonel in the army, who knew but little more 
of the matter-an active and clever attorney-composed 
this:,select body, oommissioned to hunt for" evidcace 
whicq IIlight convict the future Queen, and be ready to 
()VerW'~elm her if she asserted her right to share her 
oonsort's tllfone. 
'""Sir lobn Ipehwas an active adviser of all these 

, 
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nefarious proceedings; nor could all England, eertaitfiy 
not.aU its bar, hav~ produced a more unsa.fe counsellor. 
With great quickness of parts, an extraordimary power 
of fbting his attention upon an argument, and fOrJw
ing steadily its details, a rare faculty of ne~t and lucid 
statement, even of the most entangled and complicated 
facts, consiJel'able knowledge of legal principles,and 
still greater acquaintance with equity practice, he 
was singularly ignorant of the world, an~ had no kind 
of familiarity with the rules or the practice of evidence 
in the courts of common or criminal law. Moderately 
learned even in his own profession, beyond it he was 
one of the most ignorant men that ever appeared at 
the bar. Yet, by industl'y, and some art of gaining 
favour. by making himself useful to the powerful 
and the wealtllY, little scrupulous how mufh he ri~ked 
in any way to serve them, he had struggled Viitb 
,the defects of a mean birth and late adoption into the 
.nJi he afterwards so greatly affected; and he' had ar
rived at extensive practice. "Nullum ille poetam IlO· 

verat, nullum le'gerat oratorem, nullam memoriam anti
quitatis college rat : non publioum jus, nOll privtLtum 
et civile* cognoverat.-Is omnibus exemplo debet esse 
quantum in hac urbe poHeat mllltorum oberlire tem~ 
pori, m"Ultorumque vel honori, vel perieulo servire. His 
enhn rebus, infimo loco natUs, et honores, et peeuniam. 
et gratia\U consecutus, etiam in~atronorum Sline doc
triba, sine ingenio, aliq uem numeruth petvenerat.~' (Cic. 
Bruw.) ~rhe power of deciding causes, whic..h.he 
Ihowed when raised to the beneh, was ~urably 00." 

• B:tuity, ius pt~o7'ium, i. not very clearly be1e _oded. 
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dted with the dilatory and doubting habits of Lord 
Eldon; but there was much of what. Lord Baoon oolls 
" atreeted despatch" in his proceedings; and while he 
ap'P'fu'ed to l'egatd the number' of judgments which: he 
pronounced'in a given time far more than their quality, 
he left it to his learned chief to complain that caees were • decided at the Rolls, but heard when they came by ap-
peal before the Chancellor: while the wits, calling one 

the court of '4!Ie'l' sans terminer, named the other that 
of te'fminer /Jam oyer; and a great and candid critic 
(Sir S. Romilly) professed himself, to Lord Eldon's 
extre;ne delight, better pleased with the tardy justice·o1 
the principal than with the swift injustice of the deputy. 
1'he ridicule which he threw around his conduct in eo-
ciety, by his childish devotion to the pursuits of fashion"" 
able life, in ·which neither his early habits nor his tum 
of mind fitted him to excel, was another result derived 
from the same want of sound judgment. But its worst 
fruit wits that unhesitating and overweening confid~fi¥ 
in his own opinion, which exceeded that of any other 
man, and perpetually led both himself and his clients 
astray. Uncontrolled conceit, a contracted undp.rstand
ing that saw quickly and correctly very near objects, 
ahd disbelieved in the existence of all beyond, conspired 
with a temper peculiarly irascible, to give hiffi this 
habit <of forming his opinion instantaneously, and this 
pertinacity in adhering1to it, excluding all the light that 
could afterwards be let in upon the subject. The saine 
h1t.Sty.and sa.nguine temperament made him exceedingly 
prone 110 see matters as he wislied them to be ; and whell 
he bad a client whom he desired to gratify, or for whom 

lit felt a strong interest, his advice· ~ame dou~1y dan-
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getoml; because, in addition to his ordinary infirmi:ll6s 
of judgment, he fOEmed his opillion unde .. aU the bias of 
his wishes, while he gave it and adhered to it without 
nInDing any hazard in his own person. His cou~ge, 
both personal and political, was frequently §ommended; 
but there may be some doubt if to the latter praise he 
was justly e~titled. His personal gallantry, indeed, was 
quite unquestionable, and it was severely tried in the 
painful surgical operations to whieh he s~mitted with 
an ease that showed the risk and the suffering cost him 
little. But the peculiarity of his character that made 
him so wise in his own conceit, and lesseood the ·value 
of his counsels, also detracted much from the merit of 
his moral courage, by keeping him blind to difficultieR 
and dangers, the presence or the approach of which 
could be discovered by all eyes but his own~ 

Such was the counsellor whom the Regent. t.nurted, 
and who was as sme to mislead him as ever man W8S 

th~ undertook to advise another. The wishci! ofrus 
great client were well known to him; his disrelish 
for the caution, and the doubts, and the fears of Lm-d 
Eldon bad been oftentimes freely expressed; Sir John 
Leach easily saw every part of the case as the Regent 
wished-quickly made up his mind on the pleasing 
side--~t himself in the same advantageous contrast 
with the Chancellor on this, as he delig~ to-do on 
more ort}inary occasions--and, \w:roausehe perceived 
that he delighted the royal consultor· at prese8t.ne:wtr 
doubted that his successful conduct of theaftWFJIfOwd 
enable him to supplant· his superior,andto.emteh 
tbe Great Seal itself.· The possibility. of, ·royal in'!" 
gratitwie never entered his narrow miDd,HY· JllOIIe 
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U.lnthat 'of his own opinion being erroneous; nor 
did he conceive it within the nature of things, that 
in, one respect the client should re;emble q,is adviser, 
n~ly, in retaining. his predilection only so long as 
measures ~re found to succeed, and in making the 
counsellor responsible in hi!:! own person for the failure 
of all from whom anything had ever be& expected .. 
Under these hopeful auspices, the most difficult and 
delicate aaa.v ever yet undertaken by statesmen wa.s 
approached; 'and while, under the sanguine counsels of 
Sir John, no one of the conspirators ever thought of 
questToning the success of their case, anotberquestion 
was just as little asked among them, which yet was by 
far the most important of all-Whether, supposing the 
case proved against the Princess, the conspirators were 
one hair's-b~adth nearer the mark of effecting her ruin, 
or phether that first success would not bring thesu011ly 
the nearer to their own. 

!The Milan Commission proceeded under this su~r. 
intendence, and as its labours, so were its fruits exactly 
what might lw.ve been expected. It is among fo
reigners the first impression always arising from any 
work . undertaken by English hands and paid for: by 
English money, that an inexhaustihle fund is em-

• ployed, and with boundless profusion; and , thirst 
of gold is straightway excited which no extravagance 
of liheralitycan sla~e. The knowledge that a Board 
was sitting to collect evidence against t~ Que~n 
imme4iately gave !luch testimony a high value in the 
market. of Italian perjury; and happy was the indi· 
vidual who had ever beeIL in. her house or admitted to 
her({presence ; •. his fortune waR {''ounted to be. made. 
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N.r were thev who had viewed her mansion, or .wad . 
only known the ar!angemcnts of her villa! without hopes 
of sharing in the golden prize. To have even seen her 
pass and noted who attended her person, was .a piele of 
good luck. In short, nothing, however r!motely con
nected with herself, or her family, or her residence, or 
l1er habits, 'was without its value among a poor, a san
guine, and an imaginative people. It is certain that no 
more ready way of proving a case, like J;he charge of 
criminal intercourse, can be found, than to have it . first 
broadly asserted for a fact; because, this being once be
lieved, every motion, gesture .. and look is at onoo'taken 
as proof of the accusation, and the two most innocent of 
human beings may be overwhelmed with a mass of cir
cumstances, almost all of which, as well as the inferen~es 
drawn from them, are really believed to be hue by those 
who recount or record them. As the treachery of ser
vanta was the portion of this testimony which bore the 
highest value, that, of co~rse, was not difficult to pro
cure; and the accusers soon possessed what, in such a 
case, m:ty most truly be said to be accusatoN ma.rime 
Qptandum--not, indeed, confitentes reos, but the Ulan ... 

servant of the one, and the maid-servant of the other 
supposed paramour. Nor can we look back upon these 
!ileene~ithout some little wonder how th.ey should not, 
have added even the cQn.fitentem reum; tor surely in a. 
countty !*' fertile of intriguing ;men and ab~ndooed 
w<'men-where false oaths, too, grow naturally;~or with 
only the culture ora gross ignoranee and a superstitious 
fa.ith-it might have been easy, we soouldimagine, to 
nnd som~ youth like Smeattoo in theoriginalHan-y the 
Eighth: 8 time, rea9.y to make his fortune,. beth in money 
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at¥lfemale favours, by pretending to have enjoyed the 
affections of one whose good-nature and easy manners 
made the approach to her person no Jifficult matter at 
any \me. . This defect in the case ean only be accounted 
for by suppo~ing that the production of such a witness 
before the E~gli8h public might have appeared some
what perilous, both to himself I;tnd to the catse he was 
hroaght to prop with his peljuries. 

AccordingJwr, recourse was had to spies, who watched 
all the parties did, and. when they could not find a, 
circumstance, would make one; men who chronicled 
the dlhners and the suppers that were eaten, the 
walks and the sails that were enjoyed, the arrange
ments of rooms and the position of bowe1's, and 
who, Dever doubting that these were the occasions 
and the sce~s of endearment and of enjoyment, pre.; 
tenCled to have witnessed the one, in order that: the 
other might be supposed; but with that inattention 
to particulars which Providence has appointed as t}1e 
snare for the false witness, and the safeguard of inno
cence, pretended to have seen in such directions as would 
haverequirad the rays of light to move not straight
fOl'ward, but roundabout. Couriers that pried into 
cattiages where the travellers were asleep at grey d8.J~ 
1igl1t, or saw in the dusk of dewy eve what thei" own 
fancy pictured,-sailors who believed that all persons 
could gratify their anilual appetites on the public deck, 
where themselv6& had so often played the beast's plirt, 
~ywg waiting-women, capable of r~payillg the kind .. 
ness and charity that had laid the foundation of their 
fortune, with the treache1l' that eOtlld rear it to the 
he~hh)f their .sordidde8ires,-cham~erD1aid8, tae re· 
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fuse. ef the streets and the cornlIl<)n food o~· WJl.yf~g 
licentiousness, whose foul fancy could devcmr every Itlark 

• that beds might, hut did not, presen,t to their practised 
eye,-lechers of either sex, who would fain have glmted 
over the realities of what their liquorislf imagin!).tioll 
alone bodied forth,-pimps of hideous aspect, whose 
prurient g'ance could penetrate through the key hole of 
rooms where the rat shared with the bug the silence of 
the deserted place-these were theperwrmers whose 

,exj)loits the Milan 'Commissioners chronicled. whose 
~arratives they collec~ed, and whose exhibition upon 
.the great stage of the first tribunal of all the eanh they 
sedulously and zealously prepared by- frequent rehearsal. 
Vet, with aU these helps to success, with the unlimited 
supply of fancy and of falsehood which the chaacter of 
the reo pIe furnished, with the very body-~rvantaof the 
p~ hired by their wages, if not bought with a. price 
~uehan array could only be produced as the whole 
wprld at once pronounced insutlicient to support any 
~ aDd 88 even tllt~ most prej udieed of assemblielil in 
the Q.QCliser's favour turned from with disgust, 

Tbe arriva.l of the Queen in this country, on l.he 
accession of George IV" was the signal tor prooeedillg 
against her~ A green bag was immediately sent90wn 
to . th-e two Houses of Parliament, containi~g the. frqitR 
of the Milanese researches; and a Bill Q{·Pains and 
Peatl~s was prepared for ~I' d,estruct~n. ·St.leh,~ 
the I'roceedjng of the Court, remar\;'lIhle enough, ~iQly 
in itself-sufficiently prompt ....... abundan~ ~i~d 
unquestiona.bly pregnant with grave con~~~n~~· ':eke 
·proceeding of the country was more ~OJ:nptWDle de .. 
~d" .. nd more. remar~ble stiU.T,J;te .. ~ple aJlin 



GEORGE IV. 33 

Ille vtlieebemurrM to the Bill. They said, "Suppose 
all to be true whieh her enemies a~ege, we care not: 
s~ was m .. u-sed; she was persecuted; she was turned 
out\or her husband's house; she was denied the rights 
of a wife as· well.as of a mother; 'She was condemned 
to live the life of the widow and the childJess, that he 
who should have been her comforter might live the life 
of an adulterous libertine; and she shall not be trampled 
down and dewtl'oyed to satiate his vengeance or hUmotlr 

his caprice." This was the universal feeling that OOCtl

pied the country. Hntl the whole facts as charged been 
pl'ove~ by a cloud of unimpeachable witnesses, such 
would have heen the universal verdjet of that country •. 
the real jury which was to try this gorent catH~e; and so 
wide ef their obj ect would the accusers have fo",d , . ~. 

then~selves at the ~ery moment .when they woul~~bId'e 
fan&led the day theIr own. 'rhlS all men of seDsefltawl 
reflection Raw; this the Ministers saw'; this, above ~I. 
the sagacious Chancellor very clearly saw with the ~. 
and quick eye which ~erved hi~ long and perspioacious 
head; but this Sir John Leach never could he brought 
for a moment even to comprehend, neute as he wall; nOr, 

could' his royal friend be made to conceive it; because, 
tl'tough both acute men, they were utterly blinded by 
the passidrls,.t domiDet~red in the royal brea:t ,ami 
the {lonceited arrogance that inspil'ed the vulgar advise:t:. 

But if the Ministel'i sai" ~H these things, and\ i~h~ 
moreover were well aware-a8 wbo was llot.?-that the 
wholeecountry WAS excited"to a piteh of rage and indig
nation .l!.ordering upon rebellion, ahd· that the ~tr?ggle, 
ifperusted in again$t a pedple firmly resolved to stand 
betn~n the Court aDd· itH , prq, '1ltulit . hUlTY t~tll into 

VOL.H. D 
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wide;.gpreading insun-ection-how, jt,.willbe.al'lked. wft.. 
itcpossible that th~e Ministers-whose liatred of the 
bill must have been as great as their appr-6hensioJa of 
its consequences wel'e grave, and who had not/the 
iJhadow of an interest in its fate, except ttat it should 
instantly be.abandoned-could be brought to/sanction a 
proc~eding fraught not only with every mischief to the 
country, but with the extl'emest peril to themselves ? 
The great difficulty of answering this quettion must be 
oonfessed; DOl' is it lessened by the reflection that at 

the head of the Government in those days there were 
• men whose prudence was more striking than any other 

quality; mencautiou8, unpretending, commonplace. and 
loving place. like Lord Liverpool; ,vary, cold, circum
~et, though of unflinching courage,. like Lord CMtJ.e.. 
,reagh; fur;.sighted, delighting in seeing atJ. difficulties 
tftat eKisted, and many that did not. like Lord Eldoll.; 
above all, so firm-minded a maa as the Duke ,of Wel
hllgton,-a man, too, 80 honourable in all his feelings, 
and so likely to influence the councils, if he i failed to 
turn aside the desires, of the Sovereign. The defenders 
of the Ministers never affected to doubt tbe mischievous 
na.ture of the whole proceeding; 'they admitted ,aU their 
opini~s to be strongly and decidedly aga.instit ;the'y 
saw ~ and cpnfessed that they saw, all the,. dangers to. 
which it exposed the country; they did not deny that it 
was the mere persOnal wish of dIe King; and that it 
was the bounden duty, as well as the ,undoubted jDtooeat 
of bis Ministers, peremptorily to refuse their ass_nee 
to such a wicked and hopeless project;-admitting"all 
the while. tha.t as the bill never eould be carried thi'6Ugh 
and . ~uted, all ~he agitation j With, whi1)h, ~.nIQaStrous 
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'lU attempt was convulsing theeountry had absolutely 
not a chance of success, in so far. as concerne(i the 
King's object. Then, what reason did they assign for 
thtlMinisters lflnding themselves to such an enonnity? 

• It seemiJ incredible, but it is true, that the only 
ground ever hinted at was the King's Jixed. deter
mination, and the risk his Ministers ran of l!>sing 
their places if th~y thwarted him in his favourite 
pursuit! Yes, as if the loss of office was like the loss 
of life, and th~y had no power of refusing, because re
fusal.was death, they crouched to that command, rather 
than yield to which, men of integrity and of finnnes8 
would have faced death itself. It is certain, that haci 
the Duke of Wellington been longer in civil life, and: 
attained his due weight in the countils of the Goverll-

• ment, he would have taken this and no other view: of 
tile question; but it is equally certain that the Ministers 
at large betrayed the same submissive obedience 10 ' 

their ma!'!ter's will, shoWed the same dread of facing' his 
displeasure, which unnerves the slav~8 of the Eastern 
tyrant when his voice echoes through the vaults of the 
seraglio, or casts them prostrate before his feet, as the 
seimitar'f! edge glances in their eye, and the bowstrIng 
tW'd.ngs in their ear. 

rl'he course taken by the leading supporters of'the 
Queeh rendered the conduct of the Government still 
more despicable. it was early announcedt by Mr. 
Bruugham in the House of Commons that nothing cO~11d 
·be tl10re safe than for the Ministers to refuse carrying 
througil the bill, because, if the R~gent, after that, 
sheuld venture to dismi~s tllem on account of their 
refusal, no mIn among' theiradverSttl·ies would. venture 

I' 2 
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w,,;take office froUl which the former' oocupantfi. ·hm 
~h driven ti:Jr re{Hsjng t.o abandon their dRty, and. fly 
in the people's face. The Regent at once perceived 

the tendency of this announcement; and he met il in 

the only way that could be devised for cotinterootiRg 

that tendenci' He gave his Ministers to understand, 
that if he turned them out for refusing to go on with the 
bill, he should take their adversaries into their places 

without requiring them to adopt or supp..-t it. The 
contrivance was certainly not without ingenuity; but a 

little reflection must have satisfied even the most timo-
• 

rous place-holder that he had little to fear from so sense-

le8S a resolution, and that, as long as the Whigs refused 
to outbid them for the royal favour in the only stock 

wbich had any value at Carlton House; support of the 
bill, there was no chance whatever of their being taken 
into office on any other terms. There surely must'.,be 

. something in official lifi~ as sweet as natural life is sup .. 

posed to be, and something peculiarly horrible to states
men in the hare possibility of political death--else why 
this pleasing hope, this fond desire, this longing, after 

longevity-or why this dread of dissolution that.makes 
the soul shrink back upon itseJf? But in one m~teria.l 

particular the two kinds of life and death widely ditfeJ:~ 
(. 

The ofiieial:S death-bed is not cheered by any hopes of ' 
immortality. The world to which he now look& fol'W.&I:ldi 

is another, hut not a better world .• He knows fml iWl6 

that, from the pleasing state of being to which he ba8 
Leen so long used and so fondly clings, he. must i"antl¥.J 
011 the great change taking place, be plunged . into tM 
dreary night of a placeless existence; be cast awaywitk 
other t¥urnful gaosts ·on the tculpest-beatenwast of 
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Opposition, there ,to wander uncertain of ever again 
being summoned from that inhospitaqle shore. 01' ~isiting 

the cheerful glimpses of the courtly day. Benee it i:s. 
tha\ while men of Ol'dinary powers are daily seen to 
meet deatli in the btetil~h for honour or patnotisll1, 
hardly any can be found, even alilong the f~remost mell 

of any age, whose nerves are firm enough to look in the 
face thetennination of official existenee; and none but 
one; bereft o{ his 8enses ever makes himself a voluntary 
sacrifice iOr his principles or his country. The Ministers 
of 1820 numbered not among them anyone so void '(Jf 

• political reason as to follow Mr. Canning's noble ex-
ample, and all were resolved to fc)l'cgo the discharge of 
every duty, and incur, both then and ever after, the 
loudest reproaches, rather than put to hazard the ex
istence of t~e Administration. 

!rhe people, we have said, in one voice Demm'l't',d to 

the Bill, and plainly indicated that: if every tittle of tbtl 
chargc8again8t the Queen were proved, Ol' were a.d. 
mitted to be true, they would not sufrer her to be 

sacrifieed to the rage of one who had no right whatever 
ix:J complain of her conduct were it ever 80 bad. But 
this fooling did not prevent them from also bei ng pre .. 
Jlared, in J' u8tice towards her character, to take issue 
• • 

,UPOIl' the . fact; and accordingly the trial, befi>re the 
Lordft'Was looked to ,vith the most univer8al and painful 
amiety, though with.a confidence which nothing couM 
shake. Mer a strenuOU8 but unavailing attempt· to 
aMlest. ~e progres8 of the measure, and fling out the 
biB ol)Othe ·first reading, her Majesty's counsel, Mr, 
.Brougll&1n, her Attorney, "d.ud Mr. Denman, her Soli
citor Genera.l, prepared. to, resist it \LltOIl the n~erit~ of 
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the'~a8e,tomeet the evidence of the Milan Cormnis" 
sieners, and to defend their august client from every 
accusation., An adjournment of some weeks was 
allowed the promoters of the measure to prepMJ.'e tleir 
case; the Parliament, instead of the usual prorogation, 
remained si\ting, though the Commons adjourne{l from 
time to time; and the 17th of August vvas·fixed for the 
opening of this extraordinary cause. All that public 
expectation and anxiety excited to the ~ighest pitch 
could lend of interest to any trial, was here combined, 
wit'&:the unexampled attendance daily of almost all the 
Peers of the empire, the assistanee of all the judges of 
the land, the constant presence of the Commons, a vast 
concourse of spectators. 'rhe Queen several times pro
ceeded to the HOllse in state, accompanied by ber suite; 
aDd. occupied a seat neaF her counsel, b~t within the 
bar. The Nobles best known to the surrounding JrI1v.ti
tude were greeted on their way to and from Westminster 
with expressions of popular feeling, friendly or hostIle, 
according as they were known to take part with 01' 

against her Ma:lesty; but, on the whole,extl'aordinary 
tranquillity prevailed. This was very much owing to 
tbe undoubted confidence of a favourable result, whicll 
kept p'ossession of the people from the very first; jor 

• when the deposition of the chief witness agaililst the 
Queen had proved very detrimental to her case, and her 
ad¥ersar~s were exulting before his crostl-examinaUon 
baa destroyed his credit, very alarming irulleatioD8.of 
irritation and rage were perceived, extending frow t.btl 

• Her other counsel were Mr. 'Jultice Williams, Mr.SeJjeant 
Wilde.lft1d Dr. LWlhi~ton . . 
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peop1eto the tl'OOPS then forming the garrison of the 
capital. Nor were there wanting th9se who judged it 
fortunate for the peace of the empire and the stability 
of d1e throne, that 80 popular a Prince and 80 very deter. 
mined a man as the Duke of Kent was not then living 
to place himself at the head of the Que~m' s party, 
espoused as that was by the military no less than by the 
civil portion of the community. 

After gre~ and memorable displays of eloquence ,and 
professional skill on all sides, it was found that theoase. had, 
failed entirely; and the bill, which for so many mbnChs , 

• 
had agitated the whole country, was at length, 011 the '1t1t. 
of November, withdrawn. It is said that the advisers 
of the Queen were dissatisfied with· the conduct of that 
party to which they, generally speaking, belonged,.the 
Whigs-bec~use these might have much more shortlJ 
mae.e an end of the case. rl'here were several Jlel'iode 
in the proceeding lvhieh offered the fil'Dlestground £011 

that great and powerful body to act with decisive effetb;,' 

espousing as it did the right side of the question, but 
espousing it feebly, and not very consistently. If at!.any 
of those points they had made a strenuous r~sistan~ 
uftd refused to proceed fa.rther, though they might have' 
bOOn defeated by a small majority, the conductors of ,he 

• 
-Queen's . ease would have at once withdrawn front :a 
procee3.ing which presented daily to the indignant world 
the·.pectacle, most ahhorrent to every right feeling, ·f)f 
j\istice outraged no less in form than in substance. H8.d 
tliby ~tited from this scene of mockery and vexation, 
the eoubtry was so entirely with them, that the Lords 
nev~rwould have ventured °to proceed in their absence' 

• 
The difficulties ill which the Whig le:ulcrs then were placed 

- -
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Butfateordel'eti itotl:terwise: d\Cwbole case on both 
si(les was exhausted to the very dregs; ano, the accu

sation failing, the Minister!' were fain, oncUl'I'ying one 

vote by only a majority of seven, to withdraw t.hcir 
master's bill and leave him to }lim~elf. There is every 
reason to J)elieve that they were too happy to have so 
good a pretence f(}r sounding a retN'~t from their hazard
ous position; and they rested satisfied with allowing 
the King to continue the same petty war~are of annoy
ance and insult in which the royal veteran had formerly 
reaped so lllany laurels, only refusing hiIh any more 
Bills of Attainder. 

Under such aggressions upon her peace and the com
forts of all her associates and. supporters, after a struggle 
of less than a year, the gallant nature sunk, which had 
borne up against all neglect, braved the JHtilessstorms 
of inceSshnt annoyance, an~ finally triumphed OV€'f t.he 
highest perils with which persecution could surround 
her. The people continued firmly her friend, but t,he 
upper classes were, as wmal, found ullable to face the 
frowns, or resist the hlandishments of the COUl't. As 
long as the iuterest of the contest continued, and lJOpu
lar favour could he gained by taking the right, ~ide, 
these aristocratic partisans could defy, or thought they 
could defy, the royal displeasure. nut when the ·ex; 

hardly fell short of those of the Ministers. Than Lord Grey's wMle 
conduct nothing could be more noble: whether the powers whieh'he 

displayed or the hOliest independence of his dell\can\>ur"be JegllirdcilL 
But we must restrain ourselves from the slJl)jec~. so invitinf:l, ,tP' 
sketching that amiable, honourable, and highly gifted person's 
c1laracter-offeriog such a brilliant contrast to many of who~ ";C 
have sliokell. Long, "ery long may it be before bO irreparable a los:; 
hrings him within the Ilfovince of history! 
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citement had subsided, and no precise object seemed 
furthered by any more popularity, th~y wert! disposed, 
some to regain lost favour elsewhere, almost all to avoid 
widening tht~ breach. 'fhere would be 110 use in con
cealing the truth, were it not already well known; the 
Queen's circle became daily more and more contracted; 
her cause was as much as ever allowed to be that of 
right nud justice: her husband's conduct that of a 
tyrant destituie alike of feeling and of honour; but he 
was powerful, and she was weak; so the sentiment 
most generally felt was, that the su}~ject was irksome, 
that it -might as well now be dropped, that there were 
never such atrocitie8 as the Prince had committed, nor 
such balls as he well and wisely gave ii'om time to time, 
and that, if the sense of puhlic duty cOllunanded votes 
and speeches· against the Bill ill either House of Par
liaUlent, a feeling of what was due to near and deal' 
relatives dictated the privat~ duty of eschewing all that 
{',QuId close against their fashionahle families the doors 
of Carlton House. In this !itate of the public mind, 
the resolution of the Queen once more to leave I.t coun
try where her lot had been so wrctched, would, upou 
its being disclosed, have produced very difl(!reut effcct/4 
irt the V~iOU8 parts of the COlllllluuity. rfhe people 
.wQuld have felt general concern, proLably great:' per .. 
haps jast displeasure; the Aristocracy, even its Liberal 
members, would hav.e rejoiced at the removal of au 

" ir}i.some incomenience. This plan, wheu on the e:fe 
ofbeiQ,g carried into execution, was frustrated hy Her 
Majest)1's deatb. Exhausted by continued and Ullre· 

mitt~ persecution, and suLTering Hevcl'ely hy the signal 
f~i.~e of an attempt to attend the cor~p.ation, iII-tkvised 
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amliworse executed, because plannerl against the peremp .. 
tory remonstrances of her law advisers, and eX:6cuted 
without any of h;r accustomed firmness of purpose, she 
was stricken with a malady that batHed all the l'csotlrces 
of the medical art, and expired, after declaring to her chief 
adviser, in.an affecting interview, thatshe was happy to 
die, for life had never been to her any enjoyment since 
her early years, and was now become a heavy hurthen. 

It is remarkable that the extreme fond~ss for young 
children which hnd twice before led her into trouble, 
should have caused her to do the only reprehensible 
act of lIef latter days·. The adoption of the Bailmaker's 
child had led to the " Deli.~ate Investigation," as it was 
called, of 1806; the delight she took in the child of 
one of her attendants, when in Italy, was the cause of 
all the favour which the father enjoyed in her housc~ 
hold; and now her love ~f the child of her r.ha-pJain 

• In the acts which caused this celebrated Princess to be s<.me
times taxed with the hahitual ingratitude of her ca.ste, f,ometh:n.g 
may always be allowed for inconsistency and want of reflection. A 
striking instance of this occurrcd on the defeat of the Bill, in 1820. 
Mr. Brwgham waited upon her to announce it, Rnd tender his con
gratulations. She instantly said that there Wl18 a ·lIum of '1000/. at 
Mr. D. Kinnaird's (the banker's), which sbe desired hjnl tow.:e, 
and di .. tribute 40001. of it among his learned coadjutors. Th,is hi.: of 
course refused. Her Majesty would take no refusal, but the. day 
after recurred to the subject, and insisted on hill laying her co:in~ 
mands be.fore her other Council. They t:ll joined in the reapec:tfnl 
refusal. A few weeks after, Mr. Kinnairtifluggettedtbat the~aries 
oUler law officer. were in arrear, they never .hIlY~ been,pa;,i; ... 
sum was under 2001., but she peremptorily refu~d. to. hare. itpa,id 
off-and both this arrear, and all their other professioMl eJV.olu
menta, on the ordinary scale, we;e first paid after h~~ d~~~ by 
the Trtl}sury, among ~be other expenses of the clfu&e! 
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induced her to make room for the pal'ent~ in her elta~ 
bliRhment, removing Lord and Lady Hood, whoseser. 
vices during her last persecution had been all timt the 
most devoted attachment could render, and whose rank 
fitted them for the place according to the strictness of 
Court etiquette. It is matter worthy of observation, 
that during the three hours of wandering which imme
diately preceded her decease, the names of any of the 
persons with '\fhom she ha.d been accused of improper 
conduct never eRcaped her lips; while she constantly 
spoke of those children,-' a remarkable circmnstan<..'e, 
if it be ronsidered that the control of reason and discre· 
tion was ,then wholly withdrawn. 

rrhe body of the Queen lay in state at her villa near 
Hammersmith, and was conveyed through the metro .. 
polis attended-by countless multitudes of the people. 
The Regent was then ill Dublin, receiving tllose ex· 
pressions of loyal affection in which our Irish fellow. 
subjects so lavishly deal, more especially when they 
are filled with expectations of thp,reby gaining some 
favourite object. Indeed, Mr. O'Connell himself, in 
consideration that money enough had not been speu~ 
in providing palaces, headed a proposition for buildiBg 
a lnansion by subscription; but this, like so many 
other promises and threats, proved mere noise 'and 
bluster,· .not one farthing ever having been subscribed, 
nor auy one step, prob~bly, taken, after all this yapour. 
The Miniliite,s, therefore, in their .Master's absene.f!, 
and: ha'W'ing no orders from him, could only oonjeet\lFe 
his wishas and act accordingly. They therefore called 
out the troops to prevent tile funeral procession from 
passing through. the City, and a strui'gle ensued. with 
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the people, whic11 ended in the loss of life. Exeept 
that the funeral was turlJCd asid~ bt Hyde Park, this 
unjustifiable pr~ceeding produced 00 effect; for, after 
moving along part of the New Road, it came back; sup~ 
ported by a countless multitude, and entered the Strand 
near Temple Bar, so as to traverse the whole City. 
The insc~iption upon the coffin, dictated by the Queen 
herself.-H Caroline of Brul1swick, the murdered Queen 
of England "-made some ecdesiastica}~authorities re
fuse it admission into the churches, on its way to the 
poet of embarkation, where it arrived, accompanied by 
the executors-Mr. Sergeant 'Vilde and Dr. Lushing
ton, attending the remains of their royal client to the 
place of her final repose in Brunswick. 'l'lw indecent 
haste with which the journey to Harwich was per
fonned excited indignation ill all, sUl·prise in none. 
NQr was there perhaps ever witnessed a more striking 
or '" more touching scene than the embarkation dis
played. rrhousands of all ranks thickly covered the 
beach; the sea, smooth as glass, was alive with boats 
and vessels of every size, their colours floating half .. 
mw:'t high, as on days consecrated to mourning. the 
sun shone forth with a brightness which made a contrast 
to the gloom that shrouded every face; the sound of'i;he 
gun'!; booming across the water at intervals imI)ressed 
the Boleumity upon the ear. Captains, gruwn -grey in 
their country's service, were seen to recaUthe PriA~ , ' 

eess's kindness and charities. whereof the,. had been 
the witnesses or the ministers. uml,ble to: ~in the 
tears t11at poured along their scal~red cheeks. At lengtli 
the crimson cuffin was seen slowly. to descena··fi'OIn tIre 
cl'owlied pier, a~d the barge that re~ived it wheelell 
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thNugh the water, ""'hile the gorgeous flug of·England 
floated over the remains of the" Murdered Qneen;' 
wlw8p. sufferings had so powerfully awakened the Eng
lish people's ~ympathy, and whose dust they now saw 
depart from their shores for ever, to mingle with the 
ashes of an illustrious race of heroes.-smitten with 

• feelings in which it would be vain to deny that a kind 
of national remorse at her murder exacerbated their 
cleep commiser~tion for her untimely end. 

Let it not be s1lpposed that, in sketching the charac
ters of George IV. and his Queen, this pen has been 
guided })y the feelings of party violence to excuse tM 
errors of the injured party, or exaggp.rate the offences 
of the wrongdoer. The portrait which has here heen' 
painted of bim is undoubtedly one of the darkest shade. 
and most repul~ve form. But the faults which gross in· 
'justic~ alone could pass over without severereprobntion. 
have been ascribed to their true cause,-the corrupting 
influence of a courtly education, and habits·of unbounded 
self-indulgence upon a nature originally good; and,al .. 
though the sacred rules of morality forbid us to· exo .. 
nerate from censure even the admitted victim of cir
cumstances so unfriendly to virtue, charity, as well as 
Canft01U, permit us to add, that those circumstances 

sh.ould bear a far larger share of the reprehension than 
the individual, who may well claim our pity, while he 
inc~s our cenS1lre. 

It is impossible to close the sketch of these twO" 
exalted Ijersonages withouta l'eflection suggested by the 

. effects w1;Pch were proouced UIK>D the public mind by 
the tWiQ most remarkable events connected with their 
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petlSOnal history-the death of the Princess Cbal'J"tte, 

and the persecution of the Queen. 
. To those who witnessed the uniVe1'sal and deep afflic
tion into which the nation was plunged by the former 
event, no description of the scene is neoossary--to those 

who saw it not, all description would fail in conveying an 
adequate idea of the truth. It was as if each house 
had been suddenly bereaved of a favourite child. The 
whole country felt the blow, as if it hl'td been levelled 
at every family within its bounds. While the tears of 
aU classes flowed, and the manlier sex itself was soft
eMd to pity, the female imagination was ~ccupied. 
bewildered, distracted, and the labours of child-bearing 
caused innumerable victims among those whom the 
incident had struck down to the ground. Ytlt the fact 
of ft· young woman dying in 'childbed. was nnything 
rllther than out of the course of nature; certainly not' 
a town in which it did not happen every month-
possibly not a parish of any extent in which it did not 
occur every year; and in neither town nor parish had 
the event ever produced the least sensation beyond the 
wal1s of the house in which the mournful scene took 
place. 

So the maltreaiment, however gross, of a wife' by 
her' husband is unhappily by no means an event -of· 
rare occurrence. It is not often, certainly, that-so cruel 
and arbitrary a comse of conduct has been pursued as 
that of George IV. towards his consort;' but then cases 
of even greater brutality frequentlY oocur: ;arid rRSS with 
but little notice beyond the very SIMll . cire~ of those . 
immediately connected with the parties. -But, the case . 

;, I: 
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of Qt.teen Oaroline flung the whole country into a state 
of excitement onlye(lualled in universality and iutense
HesS by the pangs of grief felt for her daughter's death 
two years bt:fo,re. Evel'y family made the cause. its 
own. Every man, every woman, took pal·t in the fraf,. 
Party animosities, personal difreren<>,es, were suspended. 
to join with an injured wife against he I' tyrant-husband. 
The power of aovereignty itself was shaken to ita centre. 
The llrilitary aid the civil powers bore their part in the 
struggle which threatened the monal'chy with destruc
tion. The poople were so much exasperated that they 
refused 10 the injured pa.rty herself the right to judge 
of her own injuries. \Vben she intimated a wish to 
withdraw from endless perst}cution, and put a period to 
incessant annoyance, by retiring ii'om the country, the 
multitude was toused to frenzy by the bare mention ·of 
such a nlQvement, and would have sacrificed to their 
infuriated sense of the Queen's injuries those advisers 
who should have honestly counselled her retirement, 
nay, the Queen herself, who really wished to go away. 
ami restore the peace of the kingdom, while she COB

suIted her own repose. So great was the diversity ilJ 
the public consideration of a royal and a private family 
(lulfl'rel ! 

• 'fhe treatment experienced hy the King himself ~ 
fords an additional illustration of the extreme favour 
in which king~ are h~lden by their subjects i,! these 
realms. Than Gwrge IV. no prince was ever· more 
Ullpopuljl.r while his father lived and reigned; nor could 
anyone llave been astonished more than that father 
woul~, have been .wuld ha have seen the different 
eyes with whicl\ rus son was regarded. when heir-
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apparent to his throne, and when tilling it as ,his 
successor. He would then have leu,,»t how much of 
his own popularity depended upon his station, how 
little upon his personal fitness for the office. The 
Regency began: it was the period of our greatest mili
tary glor~; all our warlike enterprises were crowned 
with success; the invincible Napoleon was overthrown, 
~nd banished as a criminal to a colony made penal for 
his special re~eption. Still the Re~nt gained no 
popular favour. At length his father, who had long 
ceased to reign, and, for any purposes of our rational 
nature, to exist, ceased to live. The Regent now only 
change,d his name and style; for he had eight years 
before succeeded to the whole powers of the Crown. 
'rhey who rememher the winter of 1820 must be 
aware that the same individual who a week befor~ 
the death of George III. had travelled to and fro on 
the Brighton and Windsor roads without attracting 
more notice than any ordinary wayfaring man, was 
now, merely because his name was changed to King 
from Regent, greeted by crowds of loyal and curious 
subjects, anxious to satia,te their longing eyes with the 
sight of a king in name; the reality of the reg!:>l 
officer having been before the same eyes for eigbt 
yeal~s, and passed absolutely unnoticed. 

In a few months came the Que~m, amI her trial 
speedqy followed. The unpoplllarity of the l(Qnairoo 

lVas now renewed in more than its former generality ... 
virulence. Nor was any prince, in any age or eo~try, 
ever more universally or more deeply hated than G.80rge 
IV. during the year 1820 .• The i\OU1'Se of the proceed .. 

illf!'_his discOB:\fitw'e in .3n attempt • more tyrannical' 
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tlrt1n' any of Henry VIII:'s, and earried on by more 
base contrivances-his subsequent oppression of his con
sort in every way-her melancholy end, the victim ofllis 
continued persecution-were assuredly ill calcula.ted to 
lessen the popular indignation, or to turn well-merited 
scorn into even sufferance, far less respect., YetsuclI 
is the native force of reaction in favour of Royal per
sonages, that he who a few months before durst as soon 
have walked Alto the flames as into an assembly of his 
subjects in any part of the empire, was well receh'ed in 
puhlic. wherever he chose to go, and was hailed by his 
Irisll subjects rather as It god than a man, he having 
notoriously abandoned the principles he once professed 
in favour of that Irish people alld their rights. 

The accession of the present Queen was supposed hy 
• some to he rather a rude tria.l of the monarchical prin-

ciple, inasmuch as a young lady of eighteen, suddenly 
transplanted from the nursery to the throne, might, how 
great soever her qualifir.ations, he deemed hardly fit at 
once to hold the sceptre of such a kingdom in such 
times. But all apprehensions on the subject mUllt have 
instantly ceasen, when it was observed that there broke 
out all over the country an ungovernable paroxysmuf 
Joyal affection towards the iUustrious lady, such as no 
people ever showed even to monarchs endeared by'long 
and gloriIJu8 reigns to subjects upon whom their wisdom 
or their valour had showered down innumerable ~enefits. 
111e expectation hure the place of reality. The Queen 
~as belJeved to have every good quality that it was de
sirable she should possess. There was a physical im
posttihility of her ever having done anything to earn the 
gratitude of her otilubjeets, because she goo only reigned a 

VOL. tI. 
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day; and yet the most extravagant professions of attaC'h
ment to her person and zeal for her character burst forth 
from the whole country, as if she had ruled half a century 
aDd had never suffered a day to pass without conferring 
some benefit upon her people, nor ever fallen into any of 
the errors Incident to human weakness. It is t~ue that 
the best friends both of the sovereign and of the mo
narchy viewed this unreflecting loyalty with -distrust. 
and suspected that a people, thus ready too worship idols 
made with their own hands. might one day break their 
handiwork-that they who could be so very grateful for 
nothing might hereafter show ingratitude for real favours, 
-and that, having. without any grounds beyond the c~ea
tion of their fancy. professed their veneration for an un
known individual. they might afterwards, with just as 
little reason, show neglect or dislike. But at any rate 
the feeling of enthusiastic loyalty and devotion to the 
sovereign, merely because she was sovereign, could not 
he doubted, and it could not be exceeded. * 

And can it, after all these passages in our recent his
tory, he said that the English people are of a republican 
~ndency-that they care little for the affairs of princes 

or their smiles-that they are indifferent to, or impa
tient. of, kingly government? Rather let it be asked if 
there is on the face of the globe any other people to 

!II It !I hardly neceasary to observe ¥ no opinions whatever diB
rllspectful or unkind towards the illustrious persons mentioned in 
these three paragraphs can be intended to be conveyed. What is 
said of the Queen's persecutions sufficiently proves this. fn regard 
'to the present Sovereign, it may be added that the above Ifassage was 
written early in February, and mlfore the hat'llh and unjust treatment 
which<?8s iately beev shown. 
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witOm the fortunes. and the favour of kings and queens 
are so dear an ohject of concern? The. people of 
France, under their Grand Monarque, may have made 
themselves ridiculous by changing the gender of·a word 
permanently, when their prince by mistake called for 
"' mon carosse;" the Roman!! may have. affected a 
twisted neck to imitate the personal defect of Augus 
tus; these were rather the base flatteries of courtly 
parasites thm! the expression of feelings in which the 
public at large bore any part. The barbarians of Russia 
flookil!g to be. murdered by their savage Czar, or the 
slaves of Eastern tyrants kissing the bowstring that is to 
end their existence, act under the immediate influence of 
strong and habitual religious feeling-the feeling that 
makes men ~uail and bow before a present divinity. 
But no people, no rational set of men, ever displayed to 
an admiring world the fondness for kings and queens, 
the desire to find favour in the royal sight, the entire 
absorption in loyal contemplations, which has generally 
distinguished the manly, rcfl~cting, free-born English 
nation. 

It is commonly said that the Irish far exceed us 
in yielding to mere impulses; and certainly the scenes 

"111" Dublin in 1821 are well calculated to keep alive 
this impression. But the excess on that memorable 
occasion was not great over what had been witnessed in 
this country, and extraordinary pains were undQ.ubtedly 
taken to make.it believed that George IV. was favour
ably disposed towards his Irish 8uhjects, nay, that he 
could be talked, and hurt'aed, and addressed over, as it 
wePe, and deluded:by fine b~neyed phrases and promises 

E2 
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of subscription, into ~bandoning hi!l new opinions, as he 
had before given up his old. 'fhe balance, therefore, 
between the two nations being struck, it can hardly be 
said that the sister kingdom materially excels our own 
country in the zealous affection for mere royalty. 

It is VffIY manifest, therefore, that the notion is 
wholly groundless which represents the cause of Roy
alty to be more unfavoul'ably regarded in these king
d{)ms than elsewhere. A broad and a dei?:p foundation 
exists in all the feelings, tastes, and hahits of the people 
for building up a solid monarchical stl'ucture. Prin
ciples of policy, opinions upon the relative merits of 
different systems, are the result of reason and reflec
tion: they may be propagated, may he acquired; they 
may be strengthened, may be impaired; nay, they may 
give place to other viewR taken up after experier.ce and 
on deliberate consideration; and the formation or the 
'change of such sentiments is never within the power of 
the rulers or the instructors of the community. But 
these sentiments,also, are much less to be relied upon for 
support in any crisis, and they are far less to be dreaded 
in any alteration which they may undergo, than the 
strong feelings born with men, and constituting a part 
of their very nature-feelings which they have not 
learned at the school of state affairs, or had inculcate« 
by their instructors, or dictated by their leaders, but 
which ,form about as much a portion of their mental 
constitution, and almost influe.nce it as much, as the 
blood that fills their veins does the structure &Jld the 
functions of the body. This invaluable securityothe mo
narchical principle has in England, and it must, there- ' 
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fOl'e, be the fault of the monarch, and his family, and 
his servants, if it should ever prove ineffectual to save 
the Crown, 

But there is no greater danger besetting that Crown 
than will arise from a disposition to rely too mucb 
upon the strong national love of monal'chy} which has 
just been feehly pourtrayed, That its strength and 
elasticity is great, no man can doubt; that it posResses 
a singularly :I'estorative virtue, It wonderful power of 
recovering the kingly authority after the rudest shocks 
which it can sustain, is certain; uut it may be stretched 
till it ·cracks, and it may be relaxed by too frequent 
use, A wise and a prudent foresight, too, will teach 
the sovereign and his servants that the antagonist prin
ciple, ever at work, may both conjure up a storm which 
canllot be weathered" and may gradually undennine, 
and, as it were, eat into, that habitual devotion to roy
alty which, if the monarchy have hut fair play, seems 
]lowedul enough to carry it tl.lrough all ordinary trials. 



LORD ELDON. 

DURING the whole of the Hegency and the greater part . -

of his reign, George IV:s councils were directed by 
Lord Liverpool, but the power which kept his ministry 
together was in reality the Chancellor, Lor,l Eldon; nor 
did it exist for a day when that powerful aid was with
drawn. For, although this eminent person did not 
greatly excel in debate, although he personally had no 
followers that could be termed a party, and although he 
certainly was of little 8ervice in deliberation upon state 
affairs from the turn of hi!; mind, rather fertilt~ in ob .. 
jections than expedients, he yet po¥essed a. consummate 
power of managing men, an admirable address in smooth
ing difficulties with plinces, of whom he had large ex
perience, and a degree of political boldness where real 
peril approached, or obstaCles seemingly insurmountable 
were to be got over, that contrasted strongly with his 
habits of doubting about nothing, and conjuring up 
shadowy embarrassments, and involving things of little 
moment in imaginary puzzles, the creation of an ift 
ventive and subtle brain. 

This remarkable pel'son had been one of Mr. Pitt's 
followers from early life, had fil1e~ under hitll the office 
of Atto~ney-General during the troublous period of 
the revolutionary war, and haft thus.been the principal 
instnttnent in those persecutions of his reforming asso
ciates which darken the memory of that illustrious mi
nister~ But whe~l the Addington mini,~tl'y .was fOl'med, 
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and Lord Loughborough resigned the Great Seal, Lord 
Eldon, who had for a year presided over the .Common 
Pleas with great ability and acceptance in Westminster 
Hall, became Chancellor, and tonned one of the ulain 

supports of that useful though feeble administration. 
After first giving peace to the country because the bul'
then of the war could no longer be borne: and then 
breaking it because they had not the firmness to remain 
quiet, or the. resolution to resist a popular clamour 
chiefly excited by the newspapers, those ministers, 
having once more plunged the country into serious 
embal'~assments, were assaulted by a fi~ctious league 
of Pittites, Foxites, Grenvilles, and Windhams, and 
only defended by two lawyers, Mr. Perceval in the 
Commons, Lord Eldon in the Lords. But neither 
of these use&l supporters were thoroughly attached to 
the colours under which they fought; both had Ii strong 
leaning towards the leader of the allies, Mr. Pitt, under 
whom the friends and partisans of Lord St. Vincent, 
the great ornament of the {".abinet, were combined to 
overthrow it upon the ground of attacking that great 
man's refonning administration; and, although notbing 
could exceed the zeal or spirit of the battle which both, 

• .@tpecially Mr. Perceval, made in defence of the citadel • 
• yet, as neither were averse, especially Lord Eldon, to 
rejoin their ancient Pitt standard. it is more than sus
pected that the gates pf the garrison were opened by the 
flcheming and politick Chancellor, who on this ~casi()n 
displ8i'ed his unscrupulous and undaunted political ,cou
rage, by carrying on the communication on state aftairs 
with the monarch, while his faculties were as yet but 
half restored aff£r their total alienati~n. 
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It is best that we paue.e upon this remarkable pas~ 
sage of both their lives-remarkable fut- the light it 
throws upon Lord Eldon's real charaeter:; perhaps yet 
more remarkable for the reflections to which it unavoid
ably gives rise upon the Monarchical form of government. 
')'here is not the least doubt whatever of the extraordinary 
faet that, lL1ter the King had been in a state of complete 
derangement for some weeks, and after the government 
bad during those weeks been carried on cby the minis
ters without any monarch, important measures Wel'€ 
proposed to him, and his pleasure taken upon them aitel 
Mr, Pitt resumed his office, when the Sovereign was se 
litde fit to perform the functions of his high station, tha1 
Dr, Willis was obliged to attend in the closet the wholt: 
time of his Majesty's interview with his Chancellor. 
Hence we see that the exigencies of this form of govern
ment not only imply the Monarch exercising his dis
cretion upon subjects wholly above the reach of hill 
understanding on many oecasions; not only involve the 
necessity of the most diffieult questions being considered 
and determined' by one wholly incapable by nature, 01' 

unfitted by education, to comprehend any portion of 
them; not only expose the destinies of a great people to 
the risk of being swayed by a person of the meanet,~ 
capacity. or by an ignorant and inexperienced child; 
but occasionally lead to the still more revolting absurdity 
of a sovereign directing the aft'aitrs of the reaJm-con
fe1"ring "with the keeper of his c~nscience l:;rca. ardtIA 

regni,-while a mad· doctor stands by andhashis~ssist
autsand the apparatus of his art re~dy in the a.q.joining 
chambcl') to keep, by the opet:ation of w holesO,flle fear and 
needfl111'cstraint, the royal patieutin orqer, aOOpJ!event 

. . , 
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th& consultations of politick men from being checkered 
with the paroxysms of insanity. 

But should it lle said that this was an accident. or 
that it was an offence for which Lord Eldon and Mr. 
Pitt alone were amenable, and not the Constitution, it is 
to be further observed that the inevitable necessity en
tailed by that Constitution of the state affairs tIeing con
ducted in the name and by the authority of a lunatic 
prince, whose ,leasure is, in the eye of the constitutional 
law, taken at each step, though he is as unconscious of .. 
it all the while as the Grand Lama is of 'fhibet atfairs.· 
does not differ materially from the hardly more revolting 
scene to which we have just adverted ItS having been 
enacted in the spring of 1804. These things constitute: 
part, and no small part, of the heavy price which w~ ptlJ; 

for the beneftts of inestimable value secured ~"th~. 
forms of Hereditary Monarchy, more especiall y._pre
vention which it affords of disputed successioll and civil 
broils. But it is ever useful and becomillg prudent men 
to bear in mind both sides of the account, and, while we 
justly prize the thing we have purchased. not to forR;e~ 
the price we have had to pay. 

Lord Eldon. to great legal exper~nce, and the 1~~ 
pMound professional learning, united that thorougJl 
4IlOwiedge of men, which lawyers who praetise ill the 
courts, and especially the courts of common law: a.ttain 
ina. measure and with an accuracy hardly conceivable 
by those out ~f the profession, who fancy th~t it is 

For U'lany year's he went the nortl1ern circuit, and was a leadel' 

npoll it; theuuwholeaome'pnwticeonot having then been clltabliahed 

whiGh.eparates Equl:y l.nf.ll.froID Common Lawyers. 
" 
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only f100m intercourse with courts andeamps·thai ,.8 

knowledge of the world can be derived. He Jmda 
sagacity almost unrivalled; a penetratifln of mind at 
once quick and sure; a shrewdness so great as to 
pierce through each feature of his peculiarly intelligent 
countenance; a subtlety so nimble, that it materially 

• impaired the strength of his other qualities, by lending 
his ingenuity an edge sometimes too fine for use. Yet 
this de-feet, the leading one of his intellectual character, 
was chiefly confined to his professional exertions; JUld 
the counsellor so hesitating in answering an important 
ctf.8&-tne judge so prone to doubt that he could' hardly 
bring his mind to decide one-was, in aU that prac
tically concerned. his party or himself, as ready to take 
a line, alld to follow it with determination of purpose, 
as ,the least ingenious of ordinary polIticians. The 
timidity, too, of which he has been accused,. awl· some
times justly, was more frequently the l'esult of the sub
tlety ad refinement which we have mentioned. At aU 
events, no one knew better when to cast it off; and 
upon great occasions, like the one we have just heen 
eoDtemplating-that is, the occasions which put his 
interest or his power in j~opardy-a less wavering 
actor, indeed one more ready at a moment's warning'te 
go all lengths for the attainment of bis object, never. 
appeared upon the political ·stage. His feal'S. in this 
respect. very much resembled hi&.cooscientioue SCRlpI., 
of w~h no ma.n spoke more oriek les~; he wuuaboat 
as &ften the sla.ve of them as the Indian D,,:or,his 
deformed little gods, which ,be D9W milk. Ultlm .. -of: 
and no.w breaks' inpiece6, or cast&:·,·~::the,_.; 

,Whee all in pol~tics seemed,sffiootho,,,tmdta.r;f8tna. 
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menta1'Y sea was unrumed as the peacefull~ nothing 
was to be heard but his lordship's deep sense' of his 
responsibledu.ties; his willingness to quit the Great 
Seal; the imminent risk there was of his not again 
sitting in that place; the uncertainty of ~ll the tenures 
by, which official life is held; and even the arrival of 

-that season when it became him to prepare f01'~'jet 

more awful change; a.nd the' hearer who knew, tile 
speaker. felt Iere an intimate persuasion, that the most' 
religious of mortals could not have named the great 
debt of nature with more touching sincerity, or elJl<li 
ployOO· an expression better calculated to convey the 
feeling of dread which such contemplations are fitted, 
to inspire. Such were the songs of the swan when 
the waters were a ,mirror, and there was no fear .• ' 
dissolution. -But in foul weather-the instant, that 
peril approached-be the black cloud on the .ety'¥crge 
of the horizon, and but the size of a man's ltand-aJl 
these,notes were hushed, and a ·front was assum«i as' if 
the Great Seal had been given to him for'life, with the 
power to name his successor by a writing under his 
hand, or by parole before a single witness. Ih"._e 
manner, when the interests of suitors required rles~. 
when causes had been heard by the hOUl"',and by" 
day,. and all the efforts of the judge to coax the advo-: 
cateinto greater prolUity had been exhausted, . fie 
dreaded lBOmeDt ofdeciswn came, but broughtooly . , 
hesitation, doubt, delay.' So, too, when e~mat .. 
ters-~edin Parliament, and no kind of importance 
oou!d'''' attached to the·adoption of one course rather 
than .aoother,bless\ts! :what inexhaustible 6Ug'gt.'stioM 

af;;iilieuliy, ~endle8S eiusion of. conftiding ¥ieWI, 
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what a ricb mine of mock diamosds, allglitteriug aud 
worthless, in t.he shape of reasons on -an sides of some 'lues
tioD never worth the trouble of asking, aDd' whiohnone 
but this great magician would stop to resolve! . So again 
in the Council-when there was no danger of .any kind, 
and it signified not a straw what was done, the «a.y, ,had 
it been len~llened out by the sun being made to stand 
still, while our Joshua slew all the' men in buckram 
that he conjured up, would· yet have boom too short ~ 
state and to solve his difficulties aoout nothing! But 
let there come any real embarrassment,i My substantial 
peril .. whieh required a bold and vigorous act to ward it 
~let there be but occasion for nerves to work through 
&. ~risis which it asked no common boldness to ·.face at 
all-let there arise some new' a.nd strange com bination 
of circumstances, which,.· governed by hO pl'~edent, 

must be met by unprecedented measures,."-and,w;.. man 
that ever sat at a Council board,. more quickly made up 
his miQd, or more gallantly performed his part. Be the 
act mild or harsh, .moderate or violent, sanctioned hy 
the law and constitution, or an open outnl.ge upon both, 
hew~ heard indeed to wail and groan much of pitooU8 
necessity-often vowed to God-spoke . largely of ~ 
science-complained bitterly of his hard lot~but the plt.-o 
ramount sense of duty overcame all otheli feelings;, ~, 
with wailing and with t.ears •. beatinghishrea&t,,4,UKl,oo.ly 
Dot tearing his hair. he .did ,in the twirikling <If. an e,. 
the act 'which unexpootedly disc~fiWl hisadverwaries, 

and seeured mFl own power for .'ever. . He ,wlt& 0 wotiU 
.djouru .a. ,private road. 01' :estate.llill b- W.eekt,tiUlabl.,. 
to make·up his Ulllldonone of it'$ .• ~_se£t4 Jw..i.WOOld 
take .8iIDQ:uth to, «,eiae,Qft,wlWi6tula..., ant~ 
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SMuld be allowed ina.~suit, could, without one 'moment's 
. hesitation; "resolve to give the King's eon sent to the 

making of laws, when he was in such a state of meDtai 
disease, that· the Keeper of his 'Person could not' be 
suffered to quit the roynl closet for an instant; while his 
patient was with the Keeper of his Conscience 'perfurm
ing the highest function of sovereignty! 

With, all these apparent discrepancies between wrd 
Eldon's outvAtrd and inward man, nothing could ~ 
mure incorr.ect than to l'epresent him as tainted with 
hypocrisy, in the ordinary sense of the word. He had 
imbibed from his 'youth, and in theorthodoXi bowel"8 
which ls~ waters, 'the dogmas of the Tory creed in aU 
their pur$ty and rigour. By these dogmas he abid~ 
throngh his whole life, with a steadfastness, and even tn 
a sacrifioo of power, which sets at defiance all attempts 
to question their perfect siFlcerity. Such as he was 
when he left Oxford, such he continued above sixty 
years after, to the close of his long and prosperous-life j-':'" 
the enemy of all reform, the chltmpion of the throne and 
the altar, and confounding every abuse thll.t surrounded 
the one, or grew up within the precincts of the other" 
with theinstituiions themselves; alike the determiAed 
enemy' of-,ll who would either invade the institutioncir 

extirpate- the abuse. 
One of the most important passages of tbis remark .. 

able .pe" rs(')n~e,life was his participation in the oouneils . , 
of thePrinees$of. Wales, while persecuted by tile 
Whig. allies of her royal consort. To her oon.fidence. 
Q&.;·"tob.r 'SOciety, Lord Eldon W88 recommended, Dot 

nu.." Illy theedraordinary ifertility ()f his resources &s 
_~ _.eultemergeneiest t}lan by his siagular 
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~'v':era of pleasing in the intercourse of private life. For 
bis manners were rendered peculiarly attractive by the 
_rm .of constant good humour; and his toonversation, if 
not so classical and refined· as that of his bDother, Sir 
William Scott,. and somewhat soiled with the ru.st of 
professional society and legal haoits, was neverthelelS 
lively anl entertaining in avery high degree. That she 
derived great benent from his support, his countenance, 
aDd his skilful ad vice, no one "C&ri . dou bt. f· The lengthto 
which his zeal is· supposed to haveea.rried him, ofhavmg 
a fierce attack pn the Prince's conduct towards her 
printed at a. private press, cannot fitly be dwelt upou 
here, because the whole passage has been conDdently de-
nied, and, how universn.l soever the belief was, confirmed 
by .a copy or two of the work beiug preserv.d, 80 that 
the whole was afterwards reprinted, and openly.lOld, 
the share which Lord Eldon and Mr. P.el'-ceval wer,c 
sa~ to have had in the transaction has neVilf been esta~ 
bUshed by any decisive proofs. This much. however. is 
quite~rtain, that they both left their illustrious. elieut 
at a very short notice, and became as zealousserv8IIlts of 
her persecutor as they had once been of herself. The 
King, 'Whose uneasiness under the necessity in which 
the death of Mr. Pitt had placed him, of. being coun. 
selled by a Whig cabinet, was manifest duri.ng . th~ 
whole of the year 1806, had resolved .tQ e4q~.his 

ministers, and to qu&rrel with, them upon the J;U.ghl, 
popula: ground of their having "·made themsel~'" tJie 
confederates of the Prince; then in the acme.. ofms 
unpopularity, and, as such, taken part ~D.t.tJae. POn. 
~~j~~ EQrtupately for tha1;:party, whose iutter ,~ia,~is 
wou14 " have.CQQsy.mmated,.anQtber, ~ent 'QlIOSSOO Ilis 
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M~esty 'Whlle in that pursuit, and he dexterously 
ttt-rned aside to follow it. This was the cry of· No 
Popery, and Danger to the Cool·ch. Lord Eldon and 
his coadjutors were·ra.i'sed to power, and Mr. Pereeval 
quitted his profession to share in the Government, that 
he might .protect the altar from "the Pope, and the Throne 

• from the Whigs. For three or four yt'.ars all went 
smoothly, and they continued the advocates of the wife, 
and the adverso.ries of the husband. A great change, 
oowever, was preparing in the relations of theirall~ 
giance. When the Prince became Regent be deserted 
hisfridtds; he took his adversaries into his ser.v&eTh~ 
soon added his favour, became fond of Lord 'Eld~J:l!t 
pleasant society, became by degrees.tolerant of Mr. Per ... 
eeval himself, and was affected to hysterical paroxysms 
when death deprived him of the man he had a few yeal'8 
before hated with a bitterness that spurned till bounds of 
common decency in the expreRsions which gave it vent;
The Princess was Dew entirely deserted by her former 
councillors, whose party tu.ctjcs had led them' to uee 
beras an instrument for attacking their enemi6.'l. 

,. In 1806 His Royal Highness exclaimed to Sir Samuel &.; 

miUy. with most.,oifensive personal abUlle, and a comparison w~" 
cannot hI' recited, that he felt as if he could jump on him and stamp 
&Uthill tire with his feet. Mr. Perceval was at the moment arguing 
the celeDrated case '8f MiMSeymour at the Bar of the House of 

Loid.B.; &nd~Dgthe ~"'hat" invidious line of denying that.any para. PVIm of pay~eIit'bY ,the Prince's promiae Could\e avail,., 

a~-tirshi~f8use ~here w"s. no reason to ~lieve he would kC(}p his 
prQJl).~; andne.xt, because, if he did, he was insolvent. The ph~e 
e!t:~e~slv~·ofttis ftoyal'ltigbness's wish, as given above, iI. in a very 
idiikateilfotm; ~bu:t, even aJ thus tempered, the reader may posSibly 
.. it;: __ iOnof.t.U luunamty anddeeoruw,utlicieatly .Wilting. 
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Neither Lord Eldon nor. Mr .. .Peroeval ev~ 'M\V 

dttrkened her doors; Mr. Canning, ~rd Grenville; 
. and Lord Dudle)', alone of the party frequented hel' 
society; and this illustrious lady WaS thas placed in the 
cruel predicament of losing her fonner frieDdi,' the 
Tories, b~ their promotio.n, while.,ber a,:l\1usariett;·:iDe 
Whigs, awaiting not very. patiently .. theic owu·' .call, 
could hardly be expected to raise~yo~ be~ 
yond those already e~stingin. theic ,ro,ad··-to. . Court;..,by 

taking her part only because she. was cieardy .. :right,and 
had been cruelly wr<mged.. 

It remains to note the pecuJiarit~,;t4~i-lljstin~uiab.ed 
this eminent pel'son's prpfessiQ;uallife,.ipvwhiqh his long 
career WlLS so remal'kablybrilli!~n4: ,r~~ ."had aU the 
natural qualities and all. the. a.cquir~d·,ac6Qm,lishmeats 
which go to form the greatest legal GhMaeter, is .\Dlde 
niable, To extraordinary: acutepes~ancjJluickDe8S ~..,
prehension, he added.n degree .of~tienti~.which 
no labour CQuid weary, a love of investigation which no 
harshness in the most unintel'esting subject could repube. 
His ingenuity was nimble ina singularoogree,and it 
was inexhaustible; subtlety was at all times: the most dis
tinguishing feature of his underatanding ;a.nd- e.fwall 
other men's resources had. been spent. hewou~dt .. ~n'ae 
dis~over matters which, thQ\lgh>9itEln too.:.far IreDueIt itl' 
use, yet seemed flO. . natural to the&~~: w1tioh •• p. 
decess~rs had labQured a~d left.~r~.JaaJe;""._ 
Qne eould deem them e:l\otic,~nd·,f'Jt.(e'" 1*l:_. 
forced. When, with s~ch POW~S.9f, ... ~"~ 
inventing, he posse~sed. a .. memory,~!.,...~: 
and ~ikeca.Pllhle of. stori1'iglup.aJld,,~.;pp~; 
both the most gelJceral principle$aACl'.4;"l<.i~ 



umn EL'DbN. 

~Cttail8, it is needless' to add that he became one of the 

.JIII0St thoroughly learned lawyers who ever appeared in 
Westminster Hall, if not the most learned; for, when 
it isreeoUected ·that the science has been more than 
doubled in hulk, and in variety of suhjects has been ill
creaaed1fuurfold, mee the time of Lord Coke.. it is hardly 
'JI08sible to question his superiority to that great light of 

English jurisprudence, the only mall in our legal history 
-with whom tltlis oompak'ison can be instituted. . A sin
gillar·.;matanee of his universality, and of the masterly 
readiness with which his extensive learning could be 

• bre. ,'to bear 'upon any point, was once presented in 
theargumedt upon 'a writ of error in the House of 
'Lcmla. _!flle-'ease had . run the gauntlet of the courts, 
and the most 'skilful pleaders, as well as the most ,. -
experienced jud~s,had all dealt with it in succession; 
wileR he, who had not for many years had the possibility 
ofconsidering any such matters; and had never at any 
tillle ;been a specia1 pleader, at once hit upon a point in 
pleading which appeared to have escaped the Hol
royds, the Richardsons, the Bayleys, the Abbots, the 
Littledales;' and on that point the ~ause was decided. 
, . FNIll an'excess of those endowments in which his ex
tr .... .." merits consisted, proceeded also his klJ(YWtl 

*fPUo1: defects. These were less conspicuous at the 
~,tbauupou the Bench; though, even as an advOCI\.te 
_ aaadYiler.tlleyinrpairetl his powers. His o.erdon,e 
~ enfeebt~the force of his argument; he pre
_ted, • .,-1liewthat eould be taken of his case, and 
~:riewstbat'it was' bootless to take, and tha.t had 
~,_ve. been; left; ;unobserved. . His opinion was with 

-diAlktulty.thrmed~ atMIiltitl:<aosWets to ~ases 011 which he' 
VOL. H, 



66 LORDELOON. 

was consulted often !COntained all the arguments on both 
sides; but left out the result. His firmness of purpose, 
too, and promptitude of decision. were extremely de
ficient. Seeing too many views of each matter to pre
fer a particular course and abide by his choice. he could 
as little m~ke up his mind OIl the line to be taken in 
debate as on the opinion to be given in. consultation. 
Hence he was defective in one of the great qualities of 
an advocate and a debater-a prompt andtsteady deter
mination as to tbe course he should pursue, that which 
is called the coup d'leU in the field. His ~ish to 
leave nothing unnoticed, being pmportioned to, the ex
treme anxiety of his disposition, he frequently overlaid 
his case at the Bar. while the multitude of his points gave 
his adversaries the opportunity ofentangliog him in the , 
mazes of his own web, andstiU oftener enabl~d them to 
defeat him on some immaterial ground where he was 
weak, though other stronger and impregWJ.ble positjoofl 

were his, had he never ventured out of them to fight at 
a disadvantage. Where a single and a learned juage 
alone is to deal with a case, this will seldom mislead. 
him, but before a jury its effects must havebeeu ,e.x.~ 
tremely prejudicial. Accordingly, h~·gr.eatestfailur~ 
were in such proceedings. A case of h·igh treason, 
which required nine or ten hOUl'srostaie, WIts. to the 
ordinary apprehension of all ,JIl8.I.lkj.ad ,8, nJ~ar case -for' 
acquithl. This in the eyes of tnanr~s~,~~r.iJ
Ikncyof Mr. Erskine's great victoYy, ~1dimiDishillg 
the chances of a conviction;, .Dutthe or_ful e~temel1t 
of the· times was enough to have :carried,the PO~QUtol's 
through their bad work, :even under aUth& dilalbran. 
tages,of Lord E!don's very injudiciotu conduct of the 
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cadse. . It was, perhaps, a yet greater fault that he suf-
';fered himself to be persuaded that a ease of high treason 
existp.d. when, if he had only· examiRed' his proofs with 
a steady eye, he must have seen at once the merely sedi ... 
tious character of the wh01e matter, the certainty of a 
defeat if he prosecuted for treason, and the· probability 
of 11 oonviction had he gone upon the misdemeaoor. 

His elocution was easy, his language copious with
out being at ~U choiee, ~i!! ma.nner natural and -not 
ungraceful. But to the qualities of eloquence he mlWle 
small o.r nopretenoe.AII that he desired.to execute 
he readily enough flJCoompli8hed; but no man could 
ever cite a speech of his either at the Bar. or on 
theBench,in the O~mlmons, or in the Lords, which 
had made any' deep impression, or could be termed 
either- a felicitous or in any way a striking perform .. 
anee. Many of his arguments, replete with learning. 
andtuarked by, extreme ingenuity, many of his judg-.. 
ments,painfuHy sifting each corner of the complicated 
case. dealing in a tommanding mannel' with all the ar
gulll~nts,and 'exhausting all the learning tltat could he 
bl"OUgltt 'to' bear u~n it, might be cited with ease Wi 

memorable esamples of labour, of learning, of@ubtlety. 
But,,'fl~ fti . .single occasion ever was presented durlug 
IriS loDg'forefltlli~' and parliamentary life ill which aay 
one EW~ft of his admi .. ,eouId affect· to be struck with 
his'performancp. as' great or masterly • although perhaps 
nDtI M·,htautJe c"ld ,be named ,of his, -$pt".aking at. all 
Mtbou1fiJ'.ti'pla.ymg,~Alinary Te60urceS and powerfl. 
T~ .... 'alwayllsomuehwanting.to perfection as letl 
no~ide&'Of it in the nund of the audience, ej~r wh~le I~ 
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was workin~ through: histe.Rk; Ol' after he had 'hroUght 

it to a close. 
H the qURlitres'whiobbave been 'uientionedoh

atl"U'eted'him 'as -anadvoelIte, they were stillmore likely 
to injure hitn as a judge. Yet it istertain that g~at 
~rroJ's WeJe'committM in :regard to his judicialpdWets 

by those who only curSorily observed his app~ent '''aeil· 
latibi1;l)r infirmity of purpoSe. Hi~' opinion was" Teally 
muehmdre. readily andgenerally:formea (\ri:thtfBeflen 
than at the Bar ; and' it"ivRS mtlcl1/morf:HIt~lly '1\Mded 
hy. He' fippeared to ha'Vegieat diRiculty'aI1tlfHtiwnegs 
in coming to n. determinat'i(j'n~ I Itwotdd'be ftlr I"rlbte 
rorred to say'thltt he -had ';great re~t1;llnce to prottol111ce 
the decision he had long ago; witbolit anY'n:e!!~6i1, 
come to. The bad habit into wbieh he fell; 'of riot 
attending to the argt1ment~while they"\ll~ted~i\'ering 
befOre him, mane him oftenpoetpone the forming oHMS 
ophiion, but it was because he pOBtponed: giving his 
tltt~fltion to the case. As soon as he brought his miihi 
to bear upori it, he with great ease and quickness cathe 
to': a judgment regarding it; ana,havil1g tl great arid 
most just confidence in the BouTidness oftbatjudgtnefit, 
he scarcely ever after altered: it in a~ 'rm.'teflst' Tes~ct. 
Indeed the he~itation withwhieh he prohOnoooo it~:itlre 
slowness With which he ~ve it at all, 9.nd"v~·1~ 
gave it, the numberless a~:then18G~ t:iMb ~id~Whf~ 
he prc juced, and the endless dif!iciiltie~:whi..m ~4ai~ 
in the way of the' course he' wastdam~lY1lU: tire while 
tlrldl'lg, gave him every appearti~ee or~'tie8ititjOtt~;trfid 
uncertainty. and made the ~tson '\'vh()' 'knew Ihiml 1iOl 
fear that he was a'vacillating j'l1dge/lwhri :1ifid ib&riIly 
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KA'med any "'pinion "t aU upon the ~,,-audmight be 
overset by the casting of dust in the balance to make 
(lACS side al~ost indifferently preponderate. They who 

)mew hiul best were well aware that hehad,.ll\Qlltbs 
, ,~Ql'e thoroughly sifted the whole question, foJ:me~ a 
clear aod. unhesitating opinion upon it. com~as quickly 
ail possible to that opinion, and persisted in it with 
much.greater firmness, na.y pertinacity, .tlum the most 

. determined lot,king~fhispredecessors, Lord Hardwiclre. 
:w,oo decided~each case. as he beard it, assigning sboniy 
~ .clearlythe .. grounds of his j~glneQ.t, or Lord Tllur
low. w~ gl'o~le4 out his dctteJ.·m,ination without Do dollbt 
Ot fJ-reaso~, .apd witqout anyueJay, as, if the. decision 
fQ!lo,.,eq. ;the al'g~nt by n physical train of counex,iUlJ. 
anli as if no such ,thing asa dou ut could ever exist in~be 
j wiic.ial na.tur~, ~l,ld no such thing as a reason could ue 
Wllred at tile llan~s ·of judicial wisdom and powel·. It 
~ou,ld be 1lO e~a.ggeration at all to assel't tlul.t .Lord 
i~@n·.s ju~lgn;wnt!:> ;\\I'6re more. quickly formed, apd lUt>l;e 

obstinately.adhe\1.'oo tQ, than .those of auyother judge 
.who ,ever dealt, with such va.rious, difficult, and OOlllI)li:
~., questiolls as he .had to dispose of: 
. .iI:')~\lhtb:e;ap,pa,.rep.t hesitation and the certain delay Weft 

.Q(.1th~ yerN ~~~. consequence to his usefulnesil on th~ 
~~~andWs inattention to the arguments of co un oil 
9mdu.ced.pn~~i· p~rtaD b.alJitllul prolixity which the 
&rh~, nq~yet~~v.,el'(.>d.. From these caul''' arose 
tb~ d~ys whieh. mllis. time obstructed the course oj 

jw¢~.":AJl4 ~ell nigh ht.>d. the current in perennial 
~'ljl':f!.:wpu14· Qeerroneous to say tha.t alltheeffortLt 
~i,.~~ to .. c)ear\,tp.e chlUlilels and revive the ~trealll 
had restol'td its' pristine amI Di~tural flpw. '1' he ,~itor 
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and the countrywiH long continue en feeltW tive~3ntl· 

twenty years of Lord Eldon's administratiVli. 
His knowledge and hi'S ingenuity were not confined 

iohis own peculiar brand! of jurieprudemee, ,the la.w of 

England. He was' all admirable: Scotch lawyer also ; 
and he had. the courage to decide, Ai wellas.-the ability 
to sift, some of the glleatest . eases that ha:ve ever been 

brought 'by appeal from the Courts of Seotland" rev6rsing 
the judgments of those courts on questions~f pure SootA:h 
cooveya.ndng, and reversing them 80 astoof£end those 
lawyers:. first 'W,ho were afterw8IrGs· ready to confess 
that he was right, 'and. ha& preserved ithe mtegriiy of the 
Scotch law. But 3S a judge of appeal he ofte»showed 
want of nerve; he would carp and oavil at the judg

ment below-aTgae over again all the reasonings 'of 
the judge~xl'res8 doubts-raise difficaltie&'--8.ftd sMw 
constR.nt diss&ti~faetioI}-"-but end with aBirming. 

'The defects 'which hafe been-noted in his judicial 

tapaeity are of .course to be traced in the Reports of his 
judgments:' 'The furee· of the opinion, and even the 
course of the argument, are lost in the laby:riBth· of 
uncertainty, doubts, alldever conflicting arguments which 
make up the whQle,mass. In the sands ,wbich~1Ipmtd 
out far all the eye 'can : reach, which· shift perpetuaUy 
about, which rise 'in whlrls~and 8re,:tosl6edabou.t and 
heaped up in mountains-the eye loses ~e tView'ofnthe 
~int t.-}wards which the I(':ur.rent ,pi decision is .. directed. 
and indeed the current itselfis lost in theW'ide e:XpaUle • 

. These learned and elaborate perfor~~~ 
of fat' less use than they might have bet!Das-gui8L.tf' 

. future lawyers; . for the arguments are lett in $!Mow cir
eum~t,ances, and the prin~ipal point6 choked 8.mODg iile 
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d~tails. It was said, by Mr. Justice Williams, wittily 
and correctly, that they would be of spe<~i8.1 use as soon 
alit the old Ptolemaic cycle should begin a second time 

to run, and everyone thing to happen over again, and 
in the smIle order. which had occurred berore. 

The private character of Lord Eldon'fas blame
les8: his temper was admirable; his- spirits gay and 
lively; his manners easy and graceful; farbef9Rd 
those-'of any ~ther man who had led his life·of 'labotw~ 
and minglOO. bat little in general society. In the do
mestic, relatioDi! he '\VIiS without.· a fault; affectionately 
attached to his family, ID0urning for years the • gt'eat 
bereavement of his elrlest son, and for years devoting 
himselho the care of an invalid wife with an assidulty 
1I0t often exceeded. Indeed, it was to the accidental . . 
circumstance of his marriage, contracted clandestinely, 
and which pl~vented him from associating much with 
her family,for some time, that they both,owed thel'ecluse 

habits which produced a distaste for society, andledw 
a '!Very exaggerated notiGnof his dispositiollooingpat .. 
simonrons. What little, ground tli&e was for the 
obargeresulted, certainly, from the very narrow ,.,ir
cUIJl8tanoos,.of his early.life, the consequence of his 
:imprud:ently, marrying before he had un income suffieient 
to !&pport & family. In those days he had ~ualified. 
himself for acting ,as a cOllveyancet'$ in case his failure 
to obtain· pt'llietice in. London should make it f\dvi8~ 
~; to. renTe· Into ·the country and lead the obscure 
tlwug1t respectable. Jifeof a provincial barrister. Nor 
l'Wdtithjs. eveftt iuhis:, history, at one period, improbable 
OJ! ~.Wearywith \\raiting for clients, he had 
ft~d;b'luit Westminster Hall. and, tU1'Diftg his 
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back on the" fumum. et opes, strepitumque Ronue," to 
seek his native city. The accident of a leading coun

cil's sudden indisposition introduced him to the notice 
of the. profession, and prevented his ilronc from being 
now only known as designating a still more learned and 
able recorqer of Newcastle than the late very learned 
and able Mr, Hopper WiUiamson .. 

Refereneehas already.; been' nlade ~to . hisJlOWftrII, 4 
conversation; the part was namedwhich1 ·he tookUl 
th~ select circle of the' Ptincess of ,\\Tales, . frequented 

by~he most accomplished wits of the day.. He was, 
indeed, a person of remarkatble talents in that kil)(l. 
His perfect good humour would, in ht! exalted station, 
ha-ve. made his society agreeable anywhere but at, a 

court; tllere he tnU!~t shinclnore,proprioMartethan .by 
tRe· roil of his station in ./the,ba.ckgrotllliL '.' ;But howas 
well.ablc to. do so .. flehad no ·mean powers of'lvit. 
and much quickness of deiicM'.erepatUe.· In.r.elatiag· 
anecdotes he excelled most men,' aoo had an ahundaBt 
store of them, though, of· oourse, from the habits,of 
his life, they were chiefly professional: .lris&pplioaiion 
of them to ,passing events was singularly happy. T.he 
mingled grace and dignity of his demeanour added i 111&\ 

small charm to his whole commerce with society; 'ft'ftd; 

f,'lthough the two brothers differed exct,>edingly in •• 
. respect. it was usual to ohsm''Ve 'tbftty (!~cep~Sit'W:1 

Scott, 116 man WitS so agreeable ,~lArd Eldon. 
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FEW names are more intin:lately oonnectedeitheJ.owitlt. 
o}assical'or judicial recollections "than ,the one .wl;lch 
bas beea just ememtionedo 

There bas MoJdmn if ever appeared in the pl'Qf_~ 
of the UWImY mile so peculiarly ewiowed with aHithe
leartHn'g ,IUldeapacitf w·hicb: can aceompJi~h, 81 wen a$ 

aU the graces which can embellish, the judicial e}un-:ae
tel', as this emiBOOt person. Confining himsel£.tA.tth.e 
oompatativelyn84"rowand sequestered walks of the Con-

• Ristorial tribunals, he had t'..Brlybeen withdtoawn ff.QIB 
the contentions of the Forum, had lost the readiness 
with winch, his great natW"al "cuteneS8n~u.st have:fur
n1shed,., ·and' hMid· nerer acquired the ha.bits which 
forensic, strife is fOUIldto, furm-the pl°eteruutural power 
of suddf$lil,. "producing all the mind's resoucces at, • 
Clill;of tIre-moment, and shifting their application nimb.: 
from 'poitit to. pomt, as ,that exigency vanes-iuite pur~ 
0;' its direetion.But so ·bad he also escaped the hud", 
D.e8S, not-tos8iythe coarseness. whid. is iuseparable trool 
sucl1 ~gh anti Cll>nstant use of the .faculties, and which~ 
while it sharpens their edge ,and their poiut. nO\seltiGlft 
~:on~minates thti taste, and withdraws the miud froUl a1l 
pure, and generous, and classical intercourse, to matters 
of a vulgar and a technical order. His judgment was 
of the highest caste; calm, tirm, enlarged, penetrating, 
profound. His .powers of reasoning iVel'c in l)l·o~rtion 
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great;·,u~ still more refintld than extensive, though sin

guJi:myfree from anything like versatility, and liable to 

be easily disturbed' in their a.pplication to every-day use. 
lf the retired and almost solitary habits oi' the (,'ompara

tively secluded walk in which he moved, had given him 
little relish. for the strenuous and vehement warfare of 
rapid argumentation and the logic of unprepared debate, 
his vast superiority was apparent when, as from an emi~ 
nence, he was called to' survey the whole fi~~ldof dispute, 
and to marshal the variegated facts, disentangle the . in
trie,ate mazes, and array the conflietingreasoll'B which 
were calculated to distraet or suspend men's judg
ment; If ever the praise· of being lwninous could he 
just\y bestowed upon human compositions, it was upon 
his judgments, and it was the approhation constantly. 
and as it were peculiarly; appropriated. to those WQ·t)dt'r

ful exhibitions of judicial capacity.: 
It would be easy, bat it would beendless,to-eDumera.te 

the causes in which his gr.ea:t powers, 'both of legal .in
vestigation, -of accurate re8lSoning, and of lucid state
Inent, were displayed to· the admiration nut only.·. of 
the profession, but of the lessiearned reader ef his judg
ments. 'Ther whoideal with such causes as' oooupiedtbe 
attention of this great judge ha.vethis advantage, that .the 
suhjects are.m a'nature connectin.g·them with>geneooJ 
principl€'1!, and -the·matter a.t stake is most frequetltlft>f 
(',()nsid~rahle importance, not seldom of the greJl~t 
interest. Tbe m&ISeS of preperty of~\~hichthe;.tJoD
sistorial Courts have·to dispose ~ oftea,very greltt';I.tIae 
matrimonial. rights on whioh they. have todecWe.a!e'J~f 

. an interest not to be measured hy moneyM:all;;.,bw: die 
,Uest~1l8 which arise is administering \the,.Lawc o£Na-
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ti~ns comprehend within their scope. the highest na~ 
tional rights, involve the existence of peace itself. define 
the duties of neutrality, set limits to the prerogatives of 
war. Accordingly, the volume which record, Sir' W. 
Scott's judgments is not like the reports of common
law cases, a book only ungealed to the lDembera of 
the legal profession; it may well be in the hands oftbe 
general stuaent, and fonn· part of any cl86sical library 
of English ~oquence, or even of national history. If 
among his whole performances it were required to 

·Select ~ne which most excited admiration, all eyes w.()uld 
point to the judgment in the celebrated case of Dalr
rymple v. Dal'l'ymple, where the question fOf his", 
termination was the st8lte of the Scottish law upo~ the 
fundamental rint of what constitutes a marriage. The 
evidence given up9l1this question of fact, (as it WM 

before him, a foreign judge,) consisted of the de~ 
tions ,of Scottish lawyers,· the most eminent of tUlr 
a,;e,\a;nd who drtfered ~elyin their opinions, as weij as 
the text-books referred. to in their evidence. Through 
this labyrinth the learned civilian steered .hisway with 
aft aCllteness, a. wariness and.cireumspection f a pen~tta
tings8gacity. and a fimlnessof decision. only toile 
lnatchedby the singularly felicitous arrangement of the 

.whole mass of matter, and the eKquisite diction, at once 
beautifully elegant and severely chaste,. in w,hich his 
judgment was clot~. It is well known that this 
gr,t'flt perfonrlat~,ihougB prooeeding from a foreikJl 
.1lt~ty, forms at tile, present day, and will indeed 
alwa.ys .corm, the manual of Scottish lawyers upon its 
importaIlt. subject." 

"It is' pg&sibly ~re£itical to retWLrk Olle in~urate 
view which pervades a portion of this judgment. AI. 
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though the Scottish law was of courS6 only matter "Of 
evidence before Sir W, Scott, and as such for the most 
~ dealt with by him, he yet allowed himself to ex
amine the writings of commentators, and to deo.! with 
them as if he were a Scottish lawyer. :Now. strictly 
speaking,l},e CDuld not look at those text-wrjters, .nor 
even at the decisions of judges. except onJvr so Caras 
they had been referred to by the witnesses, the skilful 
persons, the Scottish lawyers, whose testimony alone he 
was. entitled to consider. For the!! alone could deal 
with either dicta·of text-writers or decisions of courts
He had no means of approachiug such things, nor could 
avoid falling into en'Ol-S when l1e endeavoured to under
stand their meaning, and still 010re ~.heg. he attemp.ted 
to weigh them and to .compare thernt~ther. Thisat 
least is the strict view of the matter; 'and in many 
caiieB the fact would bear it ()u~. Thus we. constantly see 

gl'oss.'errol's committed by Scottisl~ awtFrench lawyel-s 
ofemillence when tbeythink they can apply an English 
authority _ But in the case to wllich we are refim-ing 
the learned Judgecerta.inly dealt as happily, aud as 
safely, and as csuccessfullY1;,with the autb,ori~~~~.,!iw:j,t4 
the conflicting testimonies whic:hit ~ his ln~(~ pfO~ 
pcrpL"Ovince to sift and to compare .. In allrespe6ts,Jh~ij.. 
tllerenown of this famous judg,luent)$ of t~e bi8'h~t 
oNer, and has. left. every rival case 'ilLtp~fia.me ~ss f~ 
oohiud it_ 

'Sir WilHam Scott's learning, e:ll.tensive.and.profo,uud 
ill all,. protessionul matters,. was,lif.y 1_0 ,l~~ ~ cop~d 

within that range_ He was amply and accurately!¥l:~ 
dowed with a knowledge of all history of all tinies; richly 
provi~d with the Jiterary and the personal poltion of 
historical lore ; largely furnishlld with stores of the mOl"e 
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e\l'i'ions and recondite 'knowledge which judicious stu

dents of antiquity, audjudicious students only, are fouUfl 

to' amass; arltf he possessed a tare facility of introducing 
stleh matters'f-elicitously for the iUustrlltibtl of'an 'dlb"u
ment or a t6pic, wbethp.r in debate orin mote familUtl' 
conversa.tion. But he was above the pedantry whieh 

'disdains the gratification ora more o1'dinltry 'lUll} e.ery
;d~Y';~uriosity. No o1'le hadmor'eknowIedge of the 

'corritnon 'l~:ffa'rs of life; "and it ''Was 1\t' all, times a cur

"relrt olisetvation, thlif the 'person 'Who first saw any sight 
exhibited iti'London, be It 'Pl"O(hletionof nature or' <if 
'artorof artifieeCfOT he would condescend to see eWn 
the juggler play' his tricks), was Sir William Scott ..... 
Who 'Could ~hvays steal for such relaxations an het1!r 
frofu;~ettlihi."tlil!)'knt~ttlaestio·tls thitt cOnid be:raised 
on the Rights of Nations or the Ecclesil1stie~l Law of 
the land. Above an, he was a person of great" classical 
attainmentS, which' he had pursued and, indt'.ed, im

proved 'fttitnthe ethiier yettrs of his life" when b~wMJ 
a;'eollege tutor of distinguh~hed reputa.tion; and frdttl 
tience;as well as from the Datllral refinement and fa61li.i 
diousfiessof hismiritl, he derived the pure taste ,whidh 
Effi$ided"offl ail his efforts,' ehastemng his judieifiJ 
e6ri1POSitiOflS' and adorning his ~qui8ite eoilversMiol'f~ 
·oraitmdir; indeed, he was among the greatest ~et'!I; 
in s.lffiut'its highest department of, energetic decla.~8" 
tion and fervent imagery. " Quid multa? Istum,au .... 
dieM' ef}uidefli' 's~; judicare soleo,~uidqbid aut adai-
3eft¥',:-ailtmutBveris,_t detralleris, vitiosiufl et: detm-iu_ 
fut~n1.'·· 

(jf~!deOtat.'lih. iiie 
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To give samples of 'hH1 happy eommandof language 
would be an easy thing, hut it would almost be to cite 
the bulk of his Judgments. "Having thus furnished 
the rule which must govern our decision," said he, in 
the famous case already referred to, of Dalrymple v" 

Dalrymple" ., the English law retires, and makes way 
for the Scottish, whose principles must finally dispose of 
the question." Quoting the words ofPuffendorff (and; 
it may he observed in passing, misquotingtthem for the 
purpose of his argument, and omitting the part which 
answered it), who, after stating an opinion subtilely 
and sophistically held by some, adds," Tu noli sic 
sapere," Sir William Scott atunce gave it thus, in 
the happiest, the most litel'at, fihd yet the most 
idiomatic English-" Be not you wise in ~uch conceits 
as these." 

To illustrate by examples his singularly refined and 
pungent wit in conversation, or the happyandunex.;. 
peeted quotations with which he embellished it, or the 
tersely told anecdotes with which he enlivened it, with
out Jor an instant fatiguing his audieacc, would be far 
less easy,-because it is of the nature of the refined es
sence in which the spirit of the oost society consists, not 
to keep. When some suddeJiand sOlrtewhat viole~t 
changes of opinion were imputed to a learned Judge,
who ,vas always jocosely termed Mrs. -," Varium 
et mutal}ile semper Femina," W8$ Sir WiDiam Scott's 
remark. A celebrated physician ~8.Ving said, somewhat 
more flippantly than beseemed dW"gravity,of his'doth, 
"Oh, you know, Sir William, aftei'furty a man is always 
either a fool or a physician!" (f Ma.yn't he be both; 
DoctOP)" was the a-rch rejoinder,-with~~Most arch leer 
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ana an insinuating voice half drawled out. "A vicar wu.s 
once" (said his Lords~ip, presiding at the dinner of the 
Admiralty S~8sions) "so wearied out with his parish 
clerk confining himself to the 1 OOth Psalm, that he re
monstrated, and insisted upon a variety, which the man 
promised; but, old habit proving too strong for him, the 
old words were as usual given out next Su~day, ' All 
people that on earth do dwell.' Upon this the vicar's 
temper could ehold out no longer, and, jutting his head 
over the .desk, ~ cried, 'Damn all people that. on earth 
do dwell !'-a very compendious form of anathema!" 
added the le~rned cbief of the Spiritual Court. 

This eminent personage was in his opinions extremely 
narrow and confined; never seeming to have advanced 
beyond "the times before the flood" of . light which the 
American W~r and the French Revolution had let in 
upon the world-times when he was a tutor in Oxfo.oo.. 
and hoped to live and die in the unbroken quiet of her, 
bow,erl:i, enjoying their shade v~j,egated with no glare of 
importunate illumination. Of every change he was the 
enemy; of all improvement, carelelSS lind., even distrust
ful;' Q{ the least deviation from the mQst; \>eaten trade, 
suspicious; of the remotest risks, an Q.Cute prognosticl\t()t 
ail by .~~ natural instinct; of the slightest actual danger, 
i terr,or-stl"icl<en spectator. AI:! he could imagine nothing 
better. t~an the existing state of any given thing, be 
could see o~y perU and hazard in the search for any 
tmAg new; and with;¥m it was quite enough: to clm
r~te:~e a measure ~,~ a mere novelty," to detel' him 
a~ .~~irom entertaining it-a phrase of which Mr. 
Spea¥er Abbott, w~#t some bumour, once took advantage 
to l5,ay, when ,,~ by his friend what that mass Qf pa-
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pers might be, pointing t(\ the huge bundle of the i\cts 
of a single session,-" Mere novelties, Sir William-mere 
novelties." And, in truth, all the while that this class 
of politicians are declaiming and are alarming mankind 
against every attempt to improve our laws, made judici
ously and safely, because upon principle, nnd systematic
ally, and ~ith circumspection, they are unhesitatingly 
passing in the gross, and withfmt any reflection at all, 
the most startling acts for wide1y affecti~ the laws, the 
institutions, and the interests of the country. It is 
deeply to be lamented that one endowed with such rare 
qualifications for working in the amendment of the Con
sistorial Law should have grown old in the fetters of a 
school like this. His peculiar habits of reasoning-his 
vast and various knowledge-his uniting with the habits 
of a judge, and the authority due to so distinguitihoo. a 
member of the Clerical Courts, all the erudition aud po-

,lish of a finished scholar, and all the knowledge of.the 
world and habits of society which are least to be expectt".d 
in such dignitaries-finally, his equal knowledge of 
both the English and Seottish systems---:seemed to point 
him out as the very person at whose hands this great 
branch of the jurisprudence of Loth nations might natu
rally have expected to receive its most important amend",: 
ments. 
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CONTEMPORARY with Sir 'Villiam Scott, the leading 
practitioner in his courts, united to him in habits of pri .. 
vate frienrlshi~, though indeed differing from him in 
many of his opinions and almost all his habits of think
ing. was Dr. Latlrence, one of the most able, most 
learned, amI mostupright men that ever a(lorned their 
common profe'ssion,or bore a part in the politicat con
troversieS of their eountry." He wtts, indeed, one of tile 
1l'lMt singularlretrrlo''I'ed'men, in some respects, that 
ever appeared In: ptl'blic life. He nnited in himself the 
indefatigable labour of a Dutch Commentator, with the 
alternate playfulness and sharpness of a Parisian Wit. 
His general infonnation was boundless; his powerS .of 
mastering any given sifhjcet, were not to be resisted 
hy any degree of dryness or complication in its details; 
and 11is fancy was lively enough to shed light upon the 
darkest, and to strew flowersrounrl the most barren 
tracks of inquiry, had it b(~en suffered to play easily 
Bild vent itself freely. But, unfortunately, he had only 
the conception of the Wit, with the execution of the 
Commentator; it was pot Scm"ron or Voltaire flp&aking 
ill .8~ciety, or Mirabeau in public, from tne stores of 
Erasl}'Hts or of Bayle; but it was Hemsterhuysi us emer.g
ing into -polished life, with the dust of many libraries 
upon him, to make the circ1e gay; it was Grrevius 
entering the Senate with somewher~ from one-h./tJf to 

VOL. n. G 
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two-thirds of his next folio at his fingers' ends," to 
awaken the .flagging attention, and strike animation 
into the lazy deba~e. He might have spoken with the 
wit of Voltaire and the humour of Scar ron united; 
none of it could pierce through the lumber of his solid 
matter; and any spark that by chance found its way, 
was stifled by the still more uncouth manner. As an 
author, he had no such defects; his profuse stores of 
knowledge-his business-like haLit of aplilying them to 
the point-his taste, generally 8peaking correct, be
cause originally formed on the models of antiquity, and 
only relaxed by his admiration of Mr. Burke's less 
severe beauties; all gave him a facility of writing, both 
copiously and nervously, upon serious subjects; while 
his wit could display itself upon lighter ones uilincum-

I.) 

bered by pedantry, and unobstructed by the very worst 
delivery ever witnessed,-a delivery calculated to alienate 
the mind of the hearer, to beguile him of his attention, 
but by stealing it away from the speaker, and almost to 
prevent him from comprehending what was so uncouthly 
spoken. It was in reference to this unvarying effect 
of Dr. Laurence's delivery, that Mr. Fox once said, a 
man should attend, if possible, to a speech of his, and 
then speak it over again himself: it must, he conceived, 
succeed infallibly, for it was sure to be admirahle in 
itself, and as certain of being new to the audience. But 
in thi~ saying there was consid~rably more wit,~ha.n 

truth. 'fhe Doctor's speech was sure to contain mate.,. 
rials not for one, but for half Ii dozen speeches,; cand a 
person might with great adva.ntage listen ft. it, in order 
to use those materials, ih part, afterwa-ds,as indeed 
many, did Loth itl Parliament and at the Bar wh~e he 
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practised, made an effort to attend to him, how difficult 
soever, in orderto hear all that could be said upon every 
part of the question. *' But whoever did so, was sure to 
hear a vast deal that was useless, and could serve no 
purpose but to perplex and fatigue; and he was equally 
sure to hear the immaterial points treated with as much 
vehemence, and as minutely dwelt upon, as the great 
and commanding branches of the subject. III shot't, 
the Commentator was here again displayed, who never 
can perceive the different value of different matters; 
who gives no relief to his work, and exhausts all the 
stores of his learning, and spends the whole I,ower of 
his ingenuity, as eagerly in dethroning one particle 
which has usurped another's place, as in overthrowing 
the interpolated, verse in St. John, or the spurious chap
ter in Josephus, upon which may repose the foundations 
of a religion, or the articles of its creed. 

If is hardly necessary to add, that they whO saw Dr. 
Laurence only in dp-bate, saw him to the'peatest disad
vantage, and had no means of forming atything like a 
fair estimate of his merits. In the lighter intercourse 
of society, too, unless in conversation wholly unl'estrainc/l 
by the desire of distinction, he appeared to little advan
tage; his mirth, though perfcetly inoffensive and good
mttured, was elaborate; his wit or drollery wanted con
cerltration and polish; it was unwieldy and clumsy; it 
was the gamboling of tke elephant, in wllieho' if stIeengtl! 
was 'seen,weight W1I:s felt still more; nor was it Milton's 

t 

, 
The experIment mentioned by MI. Fox has repeatedly been tried 

at the Bar by the ;rite; of these pages to a certain ~tent and with 
.uceesst • 

02 
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elephant" recreating vur first parents, and who, '" to 
make tlwm play, wuuld wf{~athe his lithe proboscis ;"
but the elephant capered bodily, and in a 1umb.ering 
1~tshiou, after the manner of his tribe. Yet set the 
same man down to write, and whose eompositions are 
marked by more pedect propriety, morc conciseness, 
more point, more rapidity? His wit sparkles and illu
minates, witho'ut more e~ort than is requisite for throw· 
ing it off. It is varied, too, and in each ktnd is excellent. 
It is a learned wit, very frequently, and then wears an 
elaborate air; hnt not stitT 01' pedantic, not forced or 
strained, unless we deel,n Swift's wit, when it assumes 
this garb, unnatural or heavy--a sentence which would 
condemn some of his most famons pieces, and sweep 
away almost all Arbuthnot's together. . 

In his profession, Dr. Laurence fined the highest 
place. IJractisiug in courts where It single jtulge de
cides, and where the whole matter of each cause is 
thoroughly sifted and' prepared for discussio'n out of 
Court, l~~. experienced no ill effect from the tedious style 
and unattractive mannel" which a jury could not have 
borne, and felt not the want of that presence of mind, 
and readine:;s of execution, which enable a Nisi PriufI 
advocate to decide and to aet at the moment, according 
to circumstances suddenly arising and impos~lble to f01"e
see. He had aU the qualities which his bra.nch of the 
forenli!ic art requires; profoUlH~ learning, various and 
-accurate informatiori upon ortliIH11'Y affairs as well as the 
contents of hooks, and a love of labolu; not to ~ satiated 
by any prolixity and minuteness of detail into which. 
the most complicated ~ltuse could run-a memory'. 
which let llothi'lg escape that it had once, grasped, 
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wht.,tther large in size or imperceptibly small-an 

abundant subtlety in the invention of topics to meet an 
arlversary's arguments, and 11 penetration that nevel' 
left one point of his OW11 case nn('xplored. These 
qualities might very possihly have been modified and 
blended with the greater tersenflSS and dexterity of the 
common lawyer, had his lot been cast in 'Vestminster 
Hall; hut in the .precincts of St. Paul's, they were 
more than suilcient to place llim at the head of his 
brethren, and to obtain for him the largest share of 
practice which any Civilian of the time could enjoy 
without office. 

The same fulnel;s of information a.nd fiteility of inven
tion, which were so invaluable to his clients, proved 
most important resources to his politieal assoeiates, 
during the twel;ty years and more that he sat in Par
liament; and they were almost equally uHeful to the 
great paJ·ty he was connecterl with, for ImUlY years be
fore that' pet·ion. It was a common remark, that no
thing could equal the richuess of his stores, except the 
liberality with which he made them at.Ccl'sible to all. 
Little as he for some time before his death had tilk~n 
part in debates, and scantily as he had been attelJ(]ed to 
when he did, his loss might he plainly perceive(!, for a 
10Q.g time. in the want generally felt of that kind of in
formation which had flowed so copiously through all the 
channels of private int~rcourse, and been obtain~d so 
ea.&ily, that its importance was not felt until'its sources' 
were c~Ojed for ever. It was then that men inquired 
" Wh~re Laurence was?" as often as a difficulty arose 
whicl~ called for more than cdnUllon ingenuity to meet 
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it; or a subject preeented itself 80 large and shapeless, 
and dry and thorny, that few men's fortitude could face, 
and no one's patience could grapple with it; or an 
emergency occurred, demanding, on the sudden, access 
to stores of learning, the collection of many long years, 
but arranged so as to be made available to the most ig
norant at the shortest notice. Men lamented the great 
loss they had experienced, and their regrets were min
gled with wonder when they l'eflected.>that the same 
blow had deprived them of qualities the most rarely 
found in company with such acquirements; for, unwil
ling as the jealousy of human vanity is to admit various 
excellence in a single individual, (mos hominum ut nolint 
eundem pluribus rebus e{vcellere,) it was in vain to deny 
that the same person, who exceeded all others in powers 
of hard working upon the dullest subjects, and who had, 
by his life of labour, hecome as a Dictionary to his' 
friends. had also produced a larger share than anyone 
contributor, to the clligrams, the burlesques, the grave 
ironies and the broad jokes, whether in verse or in prose, 
of the Rolliad. 

The highest of the praises which Dr. Laurence had a 
right to challenge, remains. He was a man of scrupu
lous integrity and unsullied honour; faithful ill' all 
trusts; disinterested to a weakness. Constant, but 
rather let it be said, ardent and enthusiastic in his' 
friendships; ahandoning his whole faculties with a self
dereli~tion that knew no bounds, either to the cause of 
his friend, or his party, or the common-weal,,","<,he com
manded the unceasing respect of all with" wh~m he 
came in contact, or evea in conflict; for wheu. most: 
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offended with his zeal, they were forced to admit, that 
what bore the semblance ofintolerance was the fruit of an 
honest anxiety for a friend or a principle, and never was 
pointed towards himself. To the praise of correctjudg
lUent he was not So well entitled. His naturally warm 
temperament, and his habit of entering into whatevel' he 
took up with his whole faculties, as well as all his feel
ings, kindled in him the two great passions which 
checquered th~ latter part of Mr. Burke's life. He 
spent some years upon Mr. Hastings's Impeachment 
(having acted as cOlmcil to the managers), and some 
upon the French Revolution, so absorbed in those sub
jects that their impression could not be worn out; and 
he ever after appeared to see one or other of them, and 
not un frequently both together, on whatever ground he 
might cast his 'eyes. This almost morbid affection he 
shared with his protector and friend, of whom we have 
already spoken at great but not unnecessary length. 
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No man after Dr. Laurenc~ was more intimately rhixed 

up with the great leader of the Impeachment which has 
just been mentioned, than Mr., afterwards Sir Philip 
Francis. He had early in life been t".n from the 
War-office, where he was a clerk, and sent out to India 
as one of the Supreme Council, when the government 
of those vast settlements was new modelled, a promotion 
not easily understood whether the dignity of the station, 
or its important functions at that critical period, be 
regarded. In the exercise of its duties he had displayed 
much. of the ability which he undoubtedly possess~d, 
more, perhaps, of the impetuous temper which as un- ' 
questionably belonged to him, all the hat~ed of other 
men's oppressions, and the aversion to corrupt practiceR, 
which distinguished him through life; and he had) in 
consequence of these qualities, become the regular op
ponent, alld the peI,"sonal enemy, of Warren. Hastings, 
then governor-general, with whom his altercation ended, 
on the occasion, in a hostile rencounter and in a severe 
wound that threatened his life. Upon his return to 
Europe with a much smaller fortun", than the lax'mo
rality of Englishmen'S habits in those days allowed the 
bulk of them to amass, his joining in the Impeachment 
was quite a mutter of COUfS:e. His local knowle!Ige and 
his habits of business were of invaluable sef\.i.ee:,tt@J~ 
managers ; he exerted hi!] whole energies in; a: .. ' ~ 
nearJlis heart irom every principle and frolll.3 . , ( 
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fellliings; 1I0l· could he ever be taught to understand 
why the circumstance of his being the private enemy of 

the man, as well as the public adversary of the go
vernor, should he deemed an obstacle to his taking this 
part. The motives of delicacy, which so many thought 
that he ought to have felt on this subject, weJ·e wholly 
beyond his conception; for he argued that the more he 
disliked Mr. Hastings, the wider his grounds of quarrel 

witl. him w •• the more natural was it that hes!Jould be 
his assailant; and the reason for the House of Commons 

excluding him by theit· vote from a place among the 
managers, surpassed his powers of comprehension. Had 
the question been of making him a judge in the cause, 
or of appointing him to assist in thp, defence, he could 
well have understood how he should be deemed dis~ 

qualified; blft that a prosecutor shouM be thought 
the less fit for the office when he was the more 
likely strenuously to discharge its duties of bringing tbe 
accUlsed to justice and exacting punishment for his 
offences, because he hated him on private as well as 
Jmblic grounds, was a thing to hiw iuconceivable. It 
never once occurred to him that an Impeadlluent by tlle 
Commons is like the proceeding of an Inquest; that the 
utanagers represent the grand-jury acting for the nation. 
p.nd actuated only by the Jove of stt·jct justice; and that 
to choose for theif, organ ODe who was also known ~ be 
actuated by individual passions, would have been as 
indecorous ab for tIlt; prosecutor in a cOlnmon ind~t
ment $0 sit upon the graqd-jury. and accompany the 
fOr6.lman.iriJ.presenting his bill to the court. 

'.f~ trait which has just .been given paints tbe eba.
r~~ \~ Sir Philip Francis's mind as well as aQ.Y tbut 
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could be selected. It wat! full of fire, pos~essed gr~at 
quickness, was even, within somewhat narrow limits, 
endued with considerable force, but w~s wholly want
ing in delicacy, as well as unequal to taking enlarged 
views, and unfit for sober reflection. But his energy 
begot a great power of application, and he was accord
ingly indefatigable in labour. for a given object of no 
very wide range, and to be reached within a moderate 
time; for anything placed at a d.istance Ws impatient 
nature disqualified him from being a competitor. His 
education ·had been carefully conducted by his father, 
the translator of Demosthenes and Horace, two works 
of very unequal merit as regards the English language, 
though abundantly showing a familiarity with hoth the 
Latin and the Greek. '£he acquaintance with classical 
compositions which the son thus obtained was extensive, 
and: he.added to it a still greater familiarity with the 
Eriglish classics. His taste was thus formed on the 
best models of all ages, and it was pure to rigorous 
severity. His own style of writing was admirable, ex
celling in clearness, abounding' in happy idiomatic 
terms, not overloaded with either words or figures, but 
not rejeeting either beautiful phrases or appropriate 
ornament. - It was somewhat sententious and even ab
rupt, like his manrter; it did not flow very smoothly" 
much less fall impetuously; but in force and effect it 
was by no means wanting, and though somewhat more 
antithetical,ind thus wearing an' appearance of more 
lahour, than strict taste might justify, it had the;~en. 
tial quality of being so pellucid as to leave J?,O eloud 
whatever over the meaning; and seemed so im~ed . 
witlithe "l!riter's }llind as to wear the appeal'8iQCe of 
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ooing perfe~tly natural, notwithstanding the artifi~ial 
texture oft11e composition. In diction it was exceedingly 
pure; nor could the writer suffer, though in conversation, 
any of thp. modish phrases or even pronunciations which 
the ignorance or the carelessness of society is perpe· 
tually contributing, with the usages of Parliament, to 
vitiate our Saxon dialect.. The great offender of all in 
this kind, the newspaper press, and perhaps most of any 
those half lit"rary contributors to it who, enamoured of 
their own sentimental effusions and patchwork style. 
assume the licence of using words in senses never be
fore thought of: were to him the object of unmeasured 

" reprobation; and he would fling froUl him such effu-
sions, with an exclamation that he verily believed he 
should outlive his mother tongue as well as all memory 
of plain old English sense, unless those writers suc
ceeded in killing him before his time. His critical 
severity, even as to the language and tone of convel'sa
tiou, was carried to what sometimes appeared an ex
cess. Thus he was wont to say that he had nearly 
8urvive(\; the good manly words of a~8ent and denial, the 
yes and no of our ancestors, and could now hear n0-

thing but "unquestionably," " certainly," H unde
u1.ahly," or "by no means," and" I rather think not ;" 
lorms of speech to which he gave the most odious and 
contemptuous names, as effeminate' and emasculated, 
and would turn into ridicule by caricaturing the pro
nunciation of the words. Thus he would drawleut 
.i unq.ue~tionably" in a faint, childish tone, and then 
say/" Gracious God! does he mean yes? Then why 
not~a., ~at ODe,e like a man 1" . As for the slip-slop 
of sJme ftuent talkers in society, whp exclaim th~t they 
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are" 80 delighted," or "80 shocked," and speak oof 
things being pleasing or hateful "to a degree," he 
would veal' down upon them without mercy, and roar 
out, "To what degree? Your word means any thing, 
and every thing, and nothing." 

There needs no addition to this for the purpose of 
remarkiug how easily he was tired by prosers, (those 
whom it is t1le mode to call bores) come they even 
under coronets and crowns. Once when "the Prim~ of 
Wales "ras graciouslYl'leased to pursue at great length 
a narrative of little,importance, Sir P. Francis, wearied 
out, threw back his head on his chair with a " Well, 
Sir, well?" The sensitiveness of royalty at once was 
roused, and the historian proceeded to inflict punish
ment upon the uncourtly offender by repeating and 
lengthening his recital, after a connecting sentence, 
" If ~ir Philip will permit me to proceed."-A less 
exalted performer in the same kind having on another 
occasion got him into a corner, and innocently mistaking 
his agitations and gestures for extreme interest in the 
narrative which he was administering to his paf!ient, was 
somewhat confounded when the latter, seizing him by 
the collar, exclaimed with an oath that" Human nature 
could endure no more."-· In all this there was a con
sistency and an uniformity that was extremely racy and 
amusing. He is not now present to cry out, " What 
does that mean, Sir? What would you beat? No 
gikberish!" /Uld therefore it may be observed that there 
was something exceedingly piquant in this .charar.tel".~ , 

He 'Yas in very deed era character" ~ it iliia.Jled. 

" I.e rejouillsant ?,.ract~re de ce docteur '~-'8I1yl Le ~lIie., 
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~ this is meant, a mind cast in a peculiar mould, 
and unwilling either to be remodel1ed and recast, 
or to be ground down in the mill of fashion, and 
have its angles and its roughnesses taken off so as 

to become one of the round and smooth and similat· 
personages of the day, and indeed of all times and 
almost all nations. Such characters are further re
markahle for ever hearing their veculiarities about 
with them, s~ as at all seasons and on all suhjects to , 
display their deviations from unlikeness to other men. 
Such persons are of necessity extremely amusing; they 
are rare, and they are odd; tlley are also ever in 
'keeping and consistency with themselves as they are 
different from otllt'rs. Hence tlwy acquire, beside 
entertaining us, a kind of claim to respect, because 
they are independent and ~elf-pos~essed. Hut they are 
almost always more respected than they at all deserve. 
Not only are many of their peculiarities the results of 
indulgence approaching to affectation, 80 a8 to make 
them little more than a J'c!'pectahle kind of buffoons, 
enjoyin~;the mirth excited at their own expense, hut 
even that suhstratum of real originality whieh they 
have without any affectation, commands far mOl'C re
sreet than it is entitled to, hecause it wears the sem .. 
• blance of much more independence than belongs to it, 
and while it savours of originality is really only pecu
liar and strange. Sir Philip Francis had llla~y much 
higher qualities; but his singularities were proba'))y 

wha! chiefly recommended him in society . 
. The first Lord Holland had been Dr. Francis's pa

troli, \ and to him his Delhosthenes was dedicated. 

Thr6ughhim, too? the son obtained J-Jis first propJOtion, 
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a place in the Foreign Office, which afterwards led· to 
one in theW ar Department. Nor did he ever through 
life forget this early patronage-neither the present nor 
the former Lord, neither his own friend nor his father's 
friend did he ever forget. On his return from India, 
which he quitted with a character of unsullied purity 
far more rare in those days than in our own, he thus 
became naturally connected with the Whig party. 
flourishing under the illustrious son of h~ own and his 
father's patron. On aU Indian questions he was of the 
greatest use, and of the highest authority. But his ex
ertions were not confined to these. His general opi
nions were liberal and enlightened; he was the enemy of 
all corruption, all abuse, all oppression. His aid was 
never wanting to redress grievances, or t? oppose arbi
trary proceedings. 'Vhen examined as a witness on the 
High Treason Trials in 1794, Mr. Horne Tooke .. heing 
fo;. no conceivable reason dissatisfied with his evidence, 
used in private and behind his back to represeI11: ,him as 
having flinched from bearing testimony to the charact~ 
of his brother Reformers. The drama of exainination 
which he was wont to rehearse was a pure fiction, and 
indeed not only never was performed, but, by the-'llules 
Elf procedure, could not have been represented; for. it 
made the party producing Sir P. Francis as a witnese 
subject him to n. rigorous cross-examination..· :"'" " 

To gp out as Guvernor-Genera} of India :Was always 
the great amhitiop of his lift>; and whe~~ .M:t.Pitt's 
death, ~the 'Vhig party came into office, he'l/<believed the 
prize to be within his grasp. But the new !ministers 
could no more have obtained the East India Comp8.9y's 
consel'it, than they (I,ould have transported the lIimala.ya 
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moTlOtains to Leadenhall-street. This he never could 
be made to perceive: he ever after this bitter disap
pointment regarded Mr. Fox as having abandoned him; 
and always gave vent to his vexation in terms of the 
most indecent and almost im;ane invective against that 
amiable and admirable man. Nay more-as if the 
same grievance which alienated his reason, had also un
dermined his integrity, that political virtue which had 
stood so manf rude assaults both in Asia and in Eu
rope, had been found proof against so many seductions 
of lucre, so many hlandishments of rank, and had 
stood unshaken against all the power both of Oriental 
satraps and of English dictator8, is known to have 
yielded for a moment to the vain hope of obtaining his 
favourite o~ject, through the iufluence of the man whom, 
next to Mr. • Pitt, he had most indefatigably and 
most personally opposed. A proposition made to Lord 
Wellesley by him, through a common friend, with the 
view of obtaining his influence with Lord Grenville. 
supposed erroneously to be the r,ause of his rejection Il.S 

Governor-General, was at once and peremptorily re
jected by that nohle person, at a moment when Sir P. 
Francis was in the adjoining room, ready to conclude 
th~ projected treaty. If this casts some shade over the~ 
otherwise honest and consistent course of his political 
life, it must be remembered that for the very reason of 
its being a single and.a passing shade,. the effect on his 
general estimation is exceedingly sligh\ 

In.purliarrientary debates Sir P. Francis did no( often 
take a psrt. The few speeches whieh he did make, 
were, confined to great occasions, unless where J ndian 
subJects eame .under discussion, a.d they weJ;e dis-
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tinguished by the sallie purity of Fotyle and epigram
matic tone which marks his writings" It was chiefty 
as concerned in the party manifestoe8 and other P\\1):;o 

lications of the Whigs, that he formed a considerable 
member of their body. In council, except fOf 1.fJold.; 
ness and spirit, in which he was ever exubevaMi" 
there could be but litt1e benefit derived from one so 

much the slave of personal antipathy and prejttdice: 
80 often the sport of caprice,' so little gif~d with (ffi;lm:, 
deliberative judgment. But he saw clearly; he felt 
strongly; he was above mean, paltry, narrow views; 
and he heartily scorned a iow, tricking, timid poHey. 
The Opposition never were so free from tendencies in 
that bad direction as not to benefit by the manly 'and 
worthy correction which he Was always ~eady to 8ldmi
nister; and if they had oftener listened to his councils, 
or dreaded his resentment, the habit of muking WaT 

upon the Crown without conciliating the people, of 
leading on the country to the attack with~(me eye 
turned wistfully towards the Court, would, ~~r havit 
become so confirmed, or worked such mischief as it did 
under the leadership of the aristocratic Whigs. 

One peculiarity of Sir P. Francis's cbaractet' }tagi 

not been mentioned. and yet were it left out, thesketeb 
would both imperfectly l'~present his failings, a~' omit 
a great enhancement of his merits. Hisn.ture was 
exceedingly penurious, and, like :all men of this cast, he 
8t~oped to Hie slftaUest savings. His littlesebemesof 
economy were the subject ofa.n1using .Qbsel'v~n to-

, ',. , 
his friends ; nor did they take much pains to lm~p fretn 
his knowledge a.u entertainment in which l'ieeouid flot 
very °heartily pRl'take.But if he 'S~edit() "p6ttf' 
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8avings, he never stooped one hall'S breadth to undue 
gains; and he was as sparing of the people's money 
as ()f his own. If avarice means a desire of amassing 
at the expense either of other men's stores or of a man's 
own honour, toa~arice he was a stranger; and it .lastly 
raised him in all reflecting men's esteem, to consider 
that he who would take a world of paiusJQ,,$8.ve half a 

sheet of paper, had been an Indian satt'~frin the most 

corrupt times, And retired from the barbaric land washed 
by Ormus and Ind, the land of pearls and gold, with 
hands so clean and a fortune so moderate, that, in the 
fiercest storms of faction, no man ever for all instant 
dreamt of questioning the absolute purity of his admi
nistration. 

'It remains to mention the belief whieh has of late 
years sprung UI~' that Sir I)hilip Francis lay concealed ,;
'under the shade of a great name, once the terror of 
kings and their l1Iinisters,-the celebrated Junius. Nor 
can these remarks be closed without adverting shortly 
aud summarily to the citl;ulllstantial evidence upon 
which this suspicion rests. 

There is a singularly perfect coiucidcnce between 
the dates of the letters and Sir P. Francis's changes of 
resi«ence. The last letter, in 1772, is dated May 12, 

and was.l'cceived some days before by Woodfall. Ano

ther .letter mentions his having been out of town some 
tilne before; there had;been an interval in the «;.one. 
spoo4ience of S01M weeks; his father was -then ill at' 
Bath; and, on the 23d of March, he was dismissed ii'om 
theW~~ Office. That he went to Bath then, before 
goicgf.locoad,is very likely; that he rema.ined Oil the 
Con,tiuit!n\tiH the end 'of the year is ce"riuill ; and no)et-

VOL. II: II 
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ter of Junius appeared till January. 1773. His appoint
ment to Bengal wa.s soon after in agitation. for it must 
have been arranged before June, when it W'loS finally 
made. 

Again-he was in the War Office from 1763 to 1772, 
and Junius evinces on all occasions a peculiar acquaint~ 
ance with, and interest in. the concerns of that depart
ment. Three clerks of much importance there. of no 
kind of note beyond the precincts of the Horse Guards, 
are spoken of with great interel$t and much bitterness 
occasionally. One of them is the object of unceasing 
personal attack, one whose very name had now perished 
but for this controversy,-a Mr. Chamier; and he is 
abused under all the appellatives of contempt by which 
familiars in the department might be suppo8ed to have 

. . 
known him. Moreover, no less than four letters on , 
this persdn's promotion are addressed to Lord Barring-
ton, the Secretary at \Var, and these all under other 
signatures; obviously hecause such ,a fire on such a 
subject would llave directed the attention of its.olJjeots 
to the War Office, in cOllnexion with so important a 
name as Junius, whom we find expressing great anxiety 
to W ooMall that the circumstance of these W ~r Office 
letters being written by the author of J unius~s Letters 
sqould be kept carefulll:,.concealed. lSevertheless, this 
ma.y, have transpired. and enabled ~rd Barrington~o 
trace the authorship into the +e. rhe fact is c~rtain, 
that, after Jan uary, 1?73, JJl9iU8. WI'ote, no mO(ei' ~ 
that Mr. Francis, the clerk late1y ,.dismissed, was sent 
out a member of Council to Oalcutta.:. 

But the War Office is 1I0t the only ~t{in 
which Junius spowed .peculiar interest. The Foreign 
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081eealso appears to have shared his regard, and been 
familiar to him, ii'om various passages both in his public 

and prift.te correspondence with 'VoodfaIl. Now, be
fore he was placed at the Horse Guards, Sir Philip 
Francis had been nearly four years a clerk in that 
department. 

It is remarkable that Junius generally shows great 
regard, and at all times much forbearance towards the 
family of Lor~ Holland, even when most devoted to 
Lord Chatham, their powerful adversary. This tallies 
with the relation in which Sir P. Francis stood to Lord 
Holland. His father had been his domestic chaplain, 
and the son owed to him his first appointment. Junius 
seems also by numberless proofs to have had a singular 
pel""Jonal kindn~ss for, and confidence in, Woodfall, and 
none at all for the other publi~hers, through whQm, 
under various signatures he addressed the country. 
Now. Sir P. Francis was a schoolfellow of W (')odfall, 
and they were 6n friendly terms through life, though 
they seldom met. Junius seem!'! to have heen appre
sive that Woodfal1 suspected who';he 'was; for, in 
one of his private notes, he entreats him" to say, ca.n
didly., whether he knew or su!"pected who he was." 

it~"'llown that Junius attended in the gallery of the 
:flouei.[)f£omrrlons, and he baa occasionally quoted the 
debat~f't0tn his own notes or recollections. Sir P. 
Franeis':dlj~the same •• nd he communicated his. notes 
to Atmon;' for, fti1'life, J£Lord Chatham; tflere is a. re-
mark1\ble coineidertJe" with Junius in some passages 
given by b\>th, necessarily unknown to each other, and 
umretouritabie unless they ,v6!'Ct~:,,:QIle and the same 
perio •. 
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All these nnd other matters of external evidence of {L 

similar description, make out a case of circumstantial 
proof, sufficiently striking, and strong enough to render 
the identity highly probable. Is the internal evidfmce 
equally strong? It is the singularity of this question, 
that, whereas in almost all other cast~s, the proof rests 
chiefly, if not 'wholly, 011 comparison of styles, and there 
is little or no external evidence either way, here, in 
I)roportion as the latter is allUndant, ~the former is 
Rcanty. No doubt peculiar turns of expression are 
every where to be found the I'ame in both; and even 
where the phrase is of 11 ~omewhn,t extraordinary kind; 
as "of his side," "so' far forth," " I mean the puhlick 
cause" (for I 'would promote). rrhere is also much of 
Sir P. Francis's very peculiar manner and hasty abrupt 

• temper in the private eomInunications with ,W'oorlfall, 
with many phrases common to those communications 
and Sir Philip's known writings and conversation. But 
here, perhaps, thn similarity may he /'iaitl to end. For 
there cannot be produced any considerahle pioce of 
composition known to have proceeded from SirP. 
Francis's pen which is of the same kind with the Let
ters of Junius; although passages of great 'excel
lence, full of point, instinct with severity, marked by 
an implacable spirit, and glowing with fierce animati:o'l, 
have been selected for the just admiration ofcrities; 
such as his invective against L~rd Thurlow, his attaek 
upon the legal profession in the debate on the continua
tion of impeachment after a dissolution, and hit'! defence 
of himself aga.inst Lord l'(enyon's remarks; ""l~at these 
aud others of his writings (for though t'hesew-ere s~ken, 
the~ beal" all the :"'!larks of preparation, and wereeoucli~ 

"~J., 
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in u written style) were of far lesser merit than the Let
ters in point of composition no person of correct taste can 
doubt. But they were not written in the peculiar style 
of Junius, and could not be mistaken for the produc
tions of the same much overrated pen. 

It remains, while the question thus hangs iu sus
pense, to mention the evidence of hand-w~:iting. The 
comparison of Sir P. Francis's ordinary hand, which 
was a relllark~bly fine one, with the studiously feigned 
hand of Junius' s Letters, an(l of all his private Cor
respondence, seemed to present many points of reselll~ 
blance. But a remarkable writing of Sir P. }<"mncis 
was recovered by the late Mr. D. Giles, to whose sister 
he had many years before seut a copy of verses with a 
letter written iu a feigned hand. Upon comparing this 
Detiou with tfHI fac-similes published by \Yood.fall of 
Junius's hand, the two were found to tally accurately 
enough. rrhe authorship is certainly not proved by 
this resemhlance, even if it were admitted to prove that 
Sir P. Francis had been employed to copy the letters. 
But the importancc of the fact as a circumstance in the 
chain of evidence is undeniable. 

To this may be added the interest which he always 
tobk in the work. Upon his decease, the vellum-hound 
~nd gilt copies, which formed the only remuneration 
he would rereive from the puhli:,;her. werc sought for in 
vain among his books. But it is said that the pre
sent which he made his second wife on tl)£ir m:trria~e 
was aquely bound copy of Junius. 

Tne C\use of his carefully co~cealjng his authorship, 
ifiJl,d~eAll~ W(,l$,;,the author, will lU\turaIl y he asked. 
No pne ~ tell v~r:yeertainly~, but :Q1aQY reasons.may 
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be supposed; aod it is quite certain that he himselfcwer 
regarded the supposition as It. great irrJpeachment of his 
character. Had he been ()n habits of intimacy with the 
objects of Junius's attacks, at the time of those attooks? 
Had he ever been under personal obligations to them? 
A promise of secresy, given when he was appointed to 
India, would only aCQI)unt for his concealing the fact, 
not for q,is indignation in denying it. rrhat' he was si
lencedby that appointment is another tleason why he 
might not be ready to confess the truth. Add to all . 
this, that they who knew him were aware how greatly 
superior he deemed many of his own writings to the 
much better known and Inore admired letters of his sup
posed representative. 

There were those who, refining upon things, drew an 
argument in favour of his authorship fl'om the manner 
of bis denial. rrhese reasoners contended that he never 
plainly and distinr,tly denied it. But this only arose 
from his feeling it to ,be an imputation, and therefore 
that he was bound to do a great deal more than disclaim
that it behoved him at least to repel with warmth. That 
his answer to all such questions implied and contained 
an unequivocal denial cannot be doubted. To one he 
said, H I have pleaded not guilty, and if anyone after 
that chooses to call me It scoundrel, he is welcome.:' 
To another, who said "I'd fain put a questi:onto yo~" 
he exclaimed, .. You had better· not; y~ pyget an 
answer you ,Ivon't like." To a third,· Ii ()b,they-know 
I'm an old man, and can't fight. " . 

It is equally true that these answats.'arellOt iuoon
sistent with the SlI¥vosition of his, ~g had 3' know:.. 
ledg~ of the secre~, and even beea eagagedin. theoopy. 
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ing~f the letters, without being their author; and it must 

be added that the same supposition tallies also with the 

greater part, if not the whole, of the circUI{lsta,nces 

above detailed •. In this belief it is upon the wboleJ 

perhaps, both most reasonable and most charitable t. 

rest. If he felt the imputation of the authorship to be 
so grievous a charge against hi~, he has fulL right to 
plead the integrity and honour of his whiie, li~ iuv.iri-: 
dication from tile main accusation, while his only being 

privy to the Secret would imply no cl'iminality at all, and 
his having had a merely mechanical share in the publi
cation might be accounteu fi)r by private authority or 
by official or personal relationship, 

From the purport of the preceding pages will be ga
thered an opinion. upon the whole considerably lower of 

this dit,.tinguisfled individual than may be found em
bodied in the panegyrical portraiture of Mr. Bur.k~'s 
speech 011 the India Bill. It would not be correct to 
speak even as regards Indian affairs of " his deep reach 
of tbought, his large legislative conceptions, his grand 
plans of policy," because the mind of Sir Philip Ji'rancis 
W8.600t framed upou a model like this, which might 
serve for the greatest genim;;., that ever shone upon state 

affairs. It is also an exaggeration for Mr. Burke and 

Ips ,eoHeagues to affirm that " fl'om him all their lesSOQ8 

had been learnt, if they had learut any good ones," 

But the highest part' of the eulogy rises into no e¥.ag
ge~a.ti~.-" :ffhis man, driven from his ~mplOyme»t, 
discou~tenanced by the directors, had no other reW'~rd 
a.ad~ otlJ.er distipction but that inward ' suns~line of the 

80uli,' :which a ~ ,conscicoce can always bestow on 
jt~l£''' 
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MENTION ha.s been made of the .enmity which Mr. 
Horne Tqoke ~ft.lways bore towards Sir Philip Francis; 
and it is~ot tQ be forgotten, among the circumstances 
which tend to connect the latter with J uniq'ls, that a fierce 
controverl'Y had raged between the author of the Letters 
and the great grammarian; a controversy in which, al
though no one now doubts that the [o{mer was 
worsted, yet certaiuJ y tbe balance of abuse had been on 
his side, and the opinion of the public at the time was 
generally in his favour. Another circumstance of the 
same description is the zeal with which Sir Philip 
Francis always espoused the quarrel of Wilkes. asve
hemently as he made war on IAlrd Mansfield. Few 
who recollect the debates of 1817 can forget the violence 
with which he attacked a member of the House of 
Com.mons for having said something slighting of Wilkes, 
while the eulogy of Lord Mansfield that accompanied 
the censure did not certainly recommend it to Sir Philip's 
palate. "Never while you live, Sir, say a word 'in 
favour of that corrupt judge. "-" It was only' the elo<:
quence of his judgment on Wilkes's ca~e that W3$ 

pl'aised."-" But the rule is never to praise a bad man 
f01a.nythillg~ Remember Jack Lee's golden rule, and 
be always ab~temious of praise to an enemy. Lord;Mans
field was sold on: the Douglas cause, aDd the p~rtie$ ate 
known through whom the money w&$paid. ' As for 
Wil~s, whateverf.may be laid to his charge, joining to 
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ruft him down, is joining the enemy to hurt a friend." 
Sir P. Francis's instinctive rage on such subjects as the 
author of Junius must have felt most deeply upon 
was very remarkable. The last greatest effort which 
that shallow, violent, and unprincipled writer made, 

was against the illustrious judge, and it war. attended 
with a signal discomfiture, sufficient to fl.cc~'tlnt for his 
ceasing to write under a uame thus exposed to contempt 
for an arrogat1ce whieh no reSOUI'ees sustained. Hence 
the bitterneslOi with which the name of Mansfield was 
recollected by SilO P. Francis, suited exceedingly 
well the )Jypothesis of hi)o; identity with .Junius; and 
Horne Tooke's hatred of Francis seems to betoken a 
suspicion, on his part, of some conuexion with the 
anonymous writer. His warfare with Wilkes, whom 
both Junius ~nd Francis always defended, is as well 
known as his controversy with .Junius. 

No man out of office all his life, and out of parliament 
all but a few months of its later period, ever acted so 
conspicuous a part in the political warfare of his times 
as Horne Tooke. From his earliest years he had de
voted himself to the cause of liberty, and had given 
up the clerical profession because its duties interfered 
with secular controversy, which he knew to be his 
proper element. With the pursuits of the bar he per.:.. 
haps unjustly conceived that this kind of partisanship 
couMbe 'more easily reconciled; but the indelible n& .. • • 
ture of English orders p~evented hiro frbm being ltd.. 
mitt~d.a member of the legal profession ; and hew-as 
thus thrCJwn upon the world of politics and of letters 
for an occupation'; 'His taltlnts in both these spheres 
weretof a high order. To great perspicacity, uncqmIllon 
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quickness of appreht"bSion, a ready wit, much power •. of 
application, he joined a cautious circumspection, and 
calm deliberation not often found in such .:company, and 
possessed a firmness of purpose not to be daunted by any 
danger, a steady perseverance not to be relaxed by dif~ 
ficulties. but rather to be warmed into n~w zeal by any 
attempts at opf'o.!Sition. rrhat he was crafty, however, 
as well as sagacious and reflecting, soon appeared ma
nifest; and when he was found often to p.ut others for
w:";' on the stage, while he himself prompted behind 
the scenes, or moved the wires of the puppet, a distrust 
of him grew up which enabled plain dealers, pursuing a 
more straightforward course, to defeat him when they 
happened to faU out, although their resource." were in 
every respect incomparably less extensive. Notwith
standing this defect, fertile in expedients; bold in coun .. 
cU, confident of his own powers, his influence w&.s very 
great with the popular party, to whom ~ndeed he was 
!&l'gely recommended by the mere facility of writing 
when compositions were wagted ,~on the spur of the 
oceasion,and the po~er of atta.clt~" their ~versaries 
IUMbiefeating their friends, through thepress~' now, firjtt 
become a great engine of political force. For many 
years therefore he was the adviser and partisan of gi'eat
est weight among the high liberty party, that body 
which numbers it~ supporters out of .door" by the mil
lion, and yet is often almost unrepresetiltted ill ".tber 
lrouseof parlia!Dent ; that body wnich rega.rd8thoint(t~ 
rests of the people, in other words its own lute.",. 
eVefytbing, and the schemes, the tactics, theb>~id.s, qf' 
the regular parties, as noth.ing, ~pt a proofof P:arty 
beitlg .. ~ game played for the interests or,.Jew undO!!, 
the guise of public principle. 
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Personal considerations, as well as strongly-enter
tained opinion8, gave this view of Party a strong hold 
over Mr. Tooke's mind. He had never become ac
quainted: with the Whig leaders. except in conflict. 
With those of the opposite faction of course he never 
could amalgamate. The aristocratic and exclusive na
tUre of Whig society, the conviction the,n prevailing, and 
at all times acted upon, that the whole interests of the 
state are wraf't up in those of "the party," while those 
of the party are implied by the con(~erns of a few ~ 
families, their dependants, and their favourites,-w88 
sure to keep at an unpassabJe distance one who, like 
Mr. Tooke, felt his own real importance. was un
willing to mellSUl'e it by the place he held in the estima
tion of some powerful lord or more puissant lady, and 
was determineU not to substitute for it the base nominal 
value attached to obsequious servility. 

In many of their objections to the regular parties ill 
the state, Horne Tooke, and those with whom be acted, 
were very possibly r.ight ;~«~n/l the friends of liberal prin
ciples cer!JI.inly hav/llad abundant reason to lament the 
miscondu~t of that party which came the nearest them .. 
selves in the line of policy they approved. But it 
would. be the greatest mistake in the world to suppoae 
that those persons had any claims to superior patriotism. 
on·the ground of abjuring all party association, or eves 
that they conducted their own affairs as a faction uPQn 
less exclusive principles. The people a~ large: whem 
they equnselled and'generally led, might well object to 

tbe .buS; of the party principle, and might deny the 
right either of Whig or Tory to dictate their OpiniOlHl; 
bat'.Mr.'rFooke and his friends, who p5sumed to he the 
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popular leaders, were handed together in as regular \\nd 
compact a body as ever flocked under the standards 
of the Government or the Opposition;. they acted toge
ther in concert; they gave up lesser differences of in
dividual opinion for the purpose of joining to gain 
some greater ad vantage on grounds common to all; 
nay, they WeI'e as jealous of any Whig interference as 
the Whigs could be of them; and had a coterie of their 
own, with all the litt]enesses of such aSEerhblages, just as 
much as Devonshire HouRe or Holland &usc. TIle 
table of Rome worthy alderman was at oue time their 
resort; the country residence of an elderly gentleman, 
who intended to leave Mr. Horne his fortune but <only 
gave him his name of Tooke, was afterwards their 
haunt;, latterly, the residence of the grammarian him
self received the initiated; and it was stillmore 
rare, perhaps, to see a regular Whig face in any of ' 
those very patriotic and very select circles than to meet 
Mr: Tooke himself under the roof of the patricians. The 
acquisition of office was, perhaps, much less the: object; 
"inriew with tl108e popular chiefs; it ce\,1ainly wAs 
placed at a far greater distance from their grasp;wt 
they 'had as little tolerance for any difference of opinion 
with their own creed, as little charity for the errors:of 
those who went half-way with them towards their . goal, 
,,"Bd as great contempt or dislike of their persons, as if 
they had gone under any of the appellatives which ,dis.;. 
·titigui~h the- parliamentary divisions of politicians . 

'rbat Mr. 'rooke could take the field in ~tiQaI cO'll-... 
flict as well as rule the councils of the people byJBs 
wisdom, was constantly made sufticiently appareqt.: 1, .• 1f 
the ~n of a ready' writer were wanted,lloDe~re.,read.y 



MR. HORNE TOOKE. 109 

to take up whatever gauntlet the literary enemies of 
freedom might throw down, or to rouse the sleeping 

lion of state prosecution. If the scene of the fight lay 
on the HusHngs. the Parson of Brentford was one of 
the most skilful and readiest to address the gathered 
multitude. If, in either capacity, as a writer or as a 
speaker, he came within the fangs of the law, those who 
kept him from conductin~ the suits of others soon found 
that he was t11e most able and skilful advocate of his 
own. Whether the contest were to be maintained with 
the scribes of the Treasury through the press, or its can~ 
didates at public meeting!;, or its lawyers iu the courts 
of justice, he was ready with his pen, his tongue, bis 
learning; and he seldom lett any anta.gonist rel:lt'ion to 
gratulate himself on the opponent he had met or t.he 
victory he haa.' won. His conduct of his own .defcnce, 
against a prosecution for libel at the Lreaking out of the 
American war, when he had no assistallce of counsel; 
and his cross-examination of the witnesses, when tried 
fOI' High Treason in 1'794, having the powerful aid of 
Mr. Erskjle, were both justly udlllirl;d, as displayillg 
great address, readiness, presence of mind, and that cir
cumspection "'hich distinguished him in all situations, 
niaking him a far more safe counsellor than the high 
JM>Pular party almost ever at any other time possessed. 

But it was not in action only that he distinguished 
himself, and ga.ined great and deserved popularity. 
He suffered Mld su'ffered much for his prlncipies. 
A bold . and a just denunciation of the attack made 
upoP Ot" American brethren, which now~a-days would 
rank .~noDg the very mildest and tamest effusions of 
the periodical press. condemned hiJl1 to a pris~1ll for 
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twelve months, destined to have heen among the llfi>st 

active of his life. His exertions to obtain parliamentary 
reform and good government for the country, accompa
nied with no conspiracy, and marked by no kind of per
sonal or party violence, subjected his house to be ran
sacked by police officers, his repositories to be broken 
open, his private correspondence to be-,,,e~posed, his 

daughters to be alarmed and insulted, his person, now 
bent down with grievous infirmities, to Mhurried away 
in the night, undergo an inquisitorial examination before 
a secret council, be flung into prison, and only released 
after months of confinement, and after putting his life in 
jeopardy by a trial for High Treason. rfhese are suffer
ings which fair-weather politicians know nothing of, 
which the members of the regular parties see at a dis
tance, using them for topics of declamati~'n against their 

adversarie~, antI as the materials for turninE! sentences 
u 

in their holiday speeches-but they are sufferings which 
make men dear to the ,people; which are deeply en
graved on the public mind; which cause them to he held 
in evedasting remembrance and love and hOQour by all 
refiecting men; because they set the seal upon all pro
fessions of patriotism, and, bolting the wheat from the 
chaff in the mass of candidates for public favour, show 
who be they that care for their principles, hy showin~ 
who can suffer for them, and tell with a cles.r voice upon 
whom it is safe to rely as the votaries of public virtue. 

(I'hat'Mr. Tooke should after the'5e trialshaveremru.ned 

out of Parliament, to enter which he made S6Jrl~rJyat
tempts, could only be accounted for by th6, (,-o~rupt 
elective system which was then established .. Nti'tooner 
had a~rtial reforlfl1)eeD effoot~ th8.nCo})bettramh~\l'eh 
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Hant found a seat for populous places. But the only 
time that Mr. Tooke ever sat in the House of Com~ 
mons he was returned by the most close of all close 
boroughs. Old Sarum itself, then the property of Lord 
Camelford, the most hannless of whose vagaries was 
pli,:l<Cing this eminent person ill parliament. The old ob
jection how~ver of holy orders being indelible, was now 
revived; and though it was not determined that he 
whom it had~revented ii'om practising as a lawyer was 
therehy also incapacitatell from exercising the fUIlctions 
of a legislator, yet ft decluratory act was passed which 
prevented any priest ftom ever after sitting in the 
House of COllllllons. The act was so far retrospective 
that it affected all persons then in orders. 

By this proceeding neither Mr. Tooke nor the country 
sustained any'oss. His talents appeared not to he, at 
least now that he had reached. a late period of life, well 

• 
fitted for Parliamentary debate. Ou the hustings he 
had shone with great brilliancy. Even in the warfare 
of the bar he was well calculated to excel. For address
ing the multitude with effect he had lJlllny of the highest 
qualifications. 'Vithout any power whatever of decla
mation, with no mastery over the passions, with a. man
der so far from ever partaking at all of vehemence that 
,it was hardly animated in the ordinary degree of con
versation, he nevertheless was so clear in his positions, 
so distinct in his statements of fact, so ready in· his 
repartee, so admirab1y gifted with the knowledge of 
w bat ~opics would tell best on the occasion, so dexterous 
in the fPlployment of short, plain, strong arguments, 
so 4a}JPY in the use of his vttrious and even motley infor
matioll, could SO powerfully season his discourse w.ith wit 
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and with humour, and RO boldly, even recklessly, handle 
the most perilous topics of attack, whether on individuals 
or on establi~lllnents, that it may be doubted if any man 
in modern times, when the line has been drawn between 
refined eloquence and mob oratory, ever addressed the 
multitude with more certain, more uniform success. 
Whoever reads the speeches at the different Westmin
ster elections of 1790, 1796, and 1802, \'I'hen he stood 
against both the Government candidate t.nd 1\11'. Fox, 
will at once perceive how vastly superior his were to 
those of the other speakers. But, as Mr. Fox was ge
nerally very unsuccessful on such occasions, this cOlllpa~ 
l·ison would furnish an inadequate notion of his great 
merits in this kind. I t is more material to add, that his 
slow, composed manner, and clear enunciation, enabling 
what he said to be easily taken down, the'reports whic.h 
are penned convey a very accurate idea of the siI}g'ular 
degree in which he excelled. On the other hand, he was 
peculiarly fitted for the very different contests of foren
sic skill, by his learning, his subtlety, his quick and 
sure .perception of resemblances and of diversities, which 
with his unabashed boldness, his presence of mind, and 
his imperturbable telllper, made him a most pmverful 
advocate, whether before a judge in arguing points of 
law, or in the conduct of the inquiry f()I' a jury's deci
sion. That he was wholly impregnable in the position 
which he took, both the Court felt when its eifurts tp 

stof> hin'i or turn aside his course were found to, ~ ~lJ' 
vain, and the opposing advocate who never for an iustant 
could succeed in putting him down with the weight of 
authority and of station, any more than in CirCllm\'enting 
him 4~ the nicetir-s of techuical lore. All that the 
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M'ansfields and the Bullers could ever effect, was to oc
casion a repetition, with aggravating variations, of the 
offensive passages; all that Attorney-Genel'als could 
obtain was some new laughter from the audience at their 
expense. Unruftled by the vexation of interruptions, 
as undaunted by power, by station, by professional ex
perience, by the truly formidahle conspiracy against all 
interlopers, in which the whole bar, almost filling the 
court (In great occasions, really is in a considerable de
gree, but appears to be in a far larger extent combined, 
-there stood the layman, rejected as a Barrister, relying 
only on his own resource!;, and in the most plain and 
llOmely English, with more than the self-possession and 
composure of a judge who had the whole Court at his 
feet, uttered the most offensive opinions, garnished with • the broadest and hitterest sarcasms at all the dogmas 
and all the functionaries whom almost all other men 
were agreed in deeming exempt from attack and even 
too venerable for observation. That his coolness and 
boldness occasionally encroached \I pon the adjoining pro
vince of audacity, which might even be termed impu
dence, cannot be denied. 'Vhen he would tum the 
laugh against a person who had offended him, or had 
d;feated him, there was nothing at which he would 
stick. Thus Mr. Beaufoy having fallen short of his ex;' 
pectations in his evidence to character; or to political and 
personal intimacy, at tIle rrreason trials .. he resenjeu his 
cOldness and refn:shed his recollection b1a story, in- . 
vente~ -at the moment. " "r as it not when you came 
t@compl~n to me of Mr. Pitt not returning your how 
iu ·Patliament.street?" And in private society he was as 
unscrupulous in dealing, with facts, as kas been reuutrked 

VOL. fl. 
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when speaking of the dislike he bore Sir P. Francis. it 
was another defect in his fi)rensic exertions that he was 
apt to be over-refining; but this and other faults need 
excite little wonder, when we reflect that on thuse occa
sions he laboured under the extreme disadvantage of 
entire want of practice. The wonder if' that one who 
was only three or four times in a court 'of justice should 
have displayed a talent and a tact of which experienced 
advocates might have been proud. ' 

When he came into the House of Commons, where 
earlier in life he certainly would have had great success, 
he entirely £'1iled. One speech, that in his own case, 
was favourably received; but on the few other oecasions 
on which he came forward, he was without any dispute 
unsucceRsful. His Hustings hahits and ~opies were en
tirely unsuited to the more severe genius of the p!ace; 
and he was too old to lay them aside, that he might 
clothe himself in the parliamentary attire. 

But much and justly as he was distinguished in his 
own time both among popular leaders, and as a martyr 
for popular principles, it is as a philosophical gramma
rian that his name will reach the most distant ages. To 
this character his pretensions were of the highest cla~s~ 

. Acumen not to be surpassed, learning quite adequate to 
the occasion, a strong predilection for the pursuit, qua
li1ied him to take the first place, and to leave the science, 
s~anty, when hifl. inquiries began, enlarged and enriched 
by his disco'veries; for discovel"if's he made as incontest
ably as ever did fue follower of physical scienee hy the 
cognate methods of inductive investigation. 

The pri~ciple upori which his system is founded ex
cels'iG simplicity: and is eminently natural and reason-
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abfe. As all our knowledge relates primarily to thill~"S, 

as lUcre existence is manitestly the first idea which the 
mind can have, as it is simple without involvin~ :Ll1y 

process of reasoning,-substantives are evidently the 
first objects of our thoughts, and we learn their exist
ence before we contemplate their actions, motions, or 
changes. .)\'lo~ion is a complex and not It simple idea: 
it is gained from the comparison of two places or posi
tions, Ufl(] dra'~ing the conclusion that a change has hap
pened. Action, or the relation between the agent and 
the act, is still more complex: it implies the observation 
of two events following one another, hut, 'until we have 
pursued this sequence very often, we never could think 
of connecting them together. Those actions whieh we 
ourselves perform are yet less simple, and the experi.-• ence which teaches us our own thoughts must be accom~ 
panied with more reflecti-on. As for other idea.s of a 
general or abstract nature, they are still later of being 
distinctly formeu. Hence the orjgin of language must 
be traced to substantives, to existellcel'1, to simple appre
hensions, to things. Having given names to these, we 
proceed to use those narne~ in 'expressing change, action, 
motion, suffering, manners of doing, moues of suffering 
or· of being. 1'hus verbs are employed, and they ate 
ohtained from substantives. Relations, relative posi
tions, comparisons, contrasts, affinities, negatives, excla
mations follow; and ~he power of expressing tltese is -obtained from substantives and from verbs.· 80 that all 
langql~ge becomes simply,llaturally, rationally, rt>-solved 
into subs-'ntives as its erement, or ~ubstantives and 
verhs, verbs themselves being acquired from sllhstan
tives. 
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The simple ~l'andeur of this leading idea, which runs 
through the whole of Mr. Tooke's sy!ltem, at once re
commends it to our acceptation. But the details of the 
theory are its great merit; for he followed it into every 
minute particular of our language, and only left it im
perfect in confining his speculations to the English 
tongue, while doubtless the doctrine is of universal ap
plication. He had great resources for the performance 
of the task which he thus set himself. 1 master of the 
old Saxon, the root of our noble language; thoroughly 
alld familiarly acquainted with all our best writers; 
sufficiently skilled in other tongues ancient and modern, 
though only generally, and, for any purposes hut that of 
his Anglo-Saxon inquiry, rather superficially, he could 
h'ace with a clear and steady eye the relations and deri
vations of all our parts of speech; and in delivering his 
remarks. whether to illustrate his own prinl'ipJes, or to 
expose the errors of other theories, or to controvert and 
expose to ridicule his predecessors, his never-failing in
genuity and ready wit stood him in such constant stead, 
that he has made one of the driest subjects in the 
whole range of literature or science, one of the most 
amusing and even lively of books; nor did anyone ever 
take up the Diversions of Pm·ley· (as he has quaintly 
chosen to call it) and lay it down till some othE'r avoca
tion tore it from his hands. 

The. success of this system has been such as its great 
essential merits, and its more superficial attradtions com
bined, might have led us to expect. All men woe con
vinced of its truth; and as every thing which had been 

!~! . 
'" [:>!"W 'lrTfpOEJ'Ta iF the more classical synonyme which it ~ 
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done l>efore was superseded by it, so nothing has since 
been effected unless in pursuing its views and huilding
llpon its solid foundations. One only fault is to be 
fouud, not so much with the system as with its em~ctR 
upqn the understanding and habits of t.he ingenious 
author. Its brilliant success marIe him an etymologist 
and grammarian in everything. He becmne prone to 
turn all controversies into discm;sions on terms. He 

• saw roots and derivatives in everything; and was apt to 
think he ha(l discovered a decisive argument, or sohred 
a political or a metaphysica.l or an ethical prohlem 
when he had only found the original meaning of a. word. 
Thus he would llOld that the law of lihel was unjust 
and absurd hecause libfd means It little hook; no kind 
tlf proof that tl~re may not he a suhstantive offence which 
goes by such a name, any more tha.n forgery is denied 
to be a crime, although the original of the name is the 
very innocent operation of hammering iron softened in 
the fire. But he also in the case referred to left wholly 
out of view half the phrase; for it is certain that libel, or 
libellu8, is not the La.tin of lihel, but lilJl~llu8 fam(M'US, 

a defamatory writing . 
• But this etymological pedantry was engrafted upon 

a rich stock of sound and healthy constitutionallcal"Iling. 
Few men were better acquainted with the history of his 
country. in all its periods. 'rhe antiquities of our lan
guage were hardly better known to him, or the cilan",es 
which it hM! undergone, than the antiquities arid the pro
gress.of our mixed constitution. His opinions might be 

strongly fInged with democra~y, hut towards a repuhlic 
he had no leaning whatever; and he erred fully as much 
in undervaluing the people's capacity <If self-goverrnilcnt, 
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as in the belief of their having anciently enjoyed mbre 
power in the monarchy than they ever possessed. In 
the virtues of representative government, the great dis
covery of modern times, by which popular rights are 
rendered capable of exercise on a large scale, and a de
mocratic scheme of polity becomes reconcilable with an 
extensive territory and a numerous cOJ.fImunity, he had 
the most entire confidence: but he would have pushed the 
right of suffrage farther than the education of the people 
rendered safe; and it was a great inconsistency in his 
doctrines, that while he held the notion of the whole 
people governing themselves to be utterly ehimerical 
and absurd, he yet desired to see the whole people yearly 
select their rulers. Nor can we trace in any of his wri
tings the idea, so natural, and indeed so obviously 
flowing from his own principles, that in proportion as 
the people became better informed and more experienced, 
the extension of their rights becomes safe, and if safe, 
becomes also just and necesHary, until at length they arc 
fitted for a much larger share in managing their own 
affairs than any merely Parliamentary Reformer has 
ever yet assigned to them. 

Subject to these remarks, and to the further observa
tion, that, like all learned men and legal antiquaries, he 
set too great store by antiquity, guided himself too 
much by precedent, and was not sufficiently alive to the 
n~cessity of new schemes of poHcy in an altered and 
improved state of circumstances, his constitutional 
knowledge, and the use made of it was of very. great 
value. He was ever ready to stand on the firm ground 
of right, and to press the claims of men to their legal 
privileges. He 'brought many import8.nt' eonstitu-
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tidnal questions to a fair issue; he was the patron, the 

supporter. the fellow-labourer of all who dared to resist 
arbitrary power, and would make a stand for the rights 

of man, and the principles of the constitution. In the 

pursuit of these thing~ he could resist both the frowns 
of power and the clamours of the mob ;'and although his 

life was spent as one among the leaders of the high popu

lar party, he was as often in controversy with others who 
having no lea\-ning like his, and no discretion to guide 

them, went extravagant lengths to please the multitude, 

and as often the ol,ject of popular dislike, as he was of 
favour from the mass of his f()llowers. In his contro

versy with\Vilkes, he showed this courage abundantly: 
he was clearly in the right; he Was attacked ill a mall

Ilt~" wholly vile amI o(lions by a pl"Of\igate man, and au 
• unprincipled politician; he maiutained lU8 ground to 

the sati8iaction of the reasoning and reflecting few; but 

he was the ohject of geueral and fierce popular indig

nation for daring to combat the worthless idol of the 
mob. 

In private life he was eminently agreeabJe, and his 
manuel'S were those of a high-bred geutleJllall. His 
cohversation was admirably divel'l'ified with both wit 
~nd argument, ordinary and rare information. Its vice 

.was that of his undm"standing-a eoniitallt pUI'suit of pa
radox ;-and that of his eharaeter-a love of victory, aud 
a carelesslless about. truth. His etymological. renown 

brought him iii ~ontact with many men of letters ;and 
his ~llCient antagonist, Lord Thurlow, hopeless of living 

to .see t~ last part of the Ell':a ll'npOE7ITa, proposed to 

make his acquaintance, thal he might discuss its sub

ject with him. They met a.ccordill~ly, the ex-Q.hauccl-
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lor volunteering a visit tu Wimbledon, as being <by 
a little the less infirm of thp. two. A considerable 
intimacy thus grew up between these veterans, who 
were probably reconciled even on political scores by 
their common enmity to the powerful minister of the 
day. 
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WE have stepped aside from contemplating the figures 
of those who had the confidence of George III., and ltho 
also presided over the councils of George IV. during 
the Regency 'and during his reign .• in order to consider 
three of their opponents; but it is time that we return 
to survey others of the leading men in whose hands the 
guidance of the state was placed, until the period to

wards the end of his reign, when the Tory party was 
broken up by the differences between Mr. Canning and 
his colleagues. Those men also belong to the times of 

• 
George III. rrhey were, like Lord Eldon, the compo-
nentJparts of Mr. Addington's administration, the 
cabinet whid1 enjoyed his 1:wour more than any he ever 
had after the dismissal of Lord North; and perhaps it 
was the mediocrity of their talents, in general, that 
chiefly recommended them to his regards. .For with the 
exception of Lord Eldon and Lord St. Vincent., the Ii!'!t 
~omprises no great names. Of the "!'Iare and middling 
men," described jocularly by Mr. Canning, as "mean· 
'ing very little, nor meaning that little well," Lord Cas
tlereagh was, in some respects,.the least inconsiderable. 

lIis capacity was gr~at1y underrated from the. poverty 
of his discours~) and his ideas ~assed for m.uch lessjiiul.D 
they. were worth, from the ha1.ntual obscurIty of hIS ex
pressionl. But he was far above the bulk of_!t~ol
leagues ill al>ilities; and noile Ofthem all, except Lord 
St. Vincent, witb whom he was ~fficially COUfJcdt,>(} 
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only for a short time, exercised 80 large an infiueJlCe 
over the fortunes of bis country. InG.eed Rcarce any 
man of any party bore a more important place in public 
affairs, or occupies a larger space in the history of his 
times. 

Few men of more l~ or more meagre 
acquirements than Lord Castlereagh I'o8sessed, had 
before his time ever risen to any station of eminence in 
our free country; fewer still have long retained it in 
a State, where mere Court intrigue and princely fiwour 
11&Ve so little to do with mell'sadvancement. But we 
llave lived to see persons of more obscure merit than 
Lord Castlereagh I rise to eq 11ul station in this country. 
Of sober and industrious hal)its, and become pm:ses~ed 
of business-like talents hy long experience(he was a 
,person of the mosi conunonplace abilitieS) He had a 
reasonable quickness of a.pprehension and clearneSb of 
ullderstanding, but nothing hrilliant or in any way ad
mirable marked either his concC1)tions 01· his elocution. 
Nay, tu judge of his iutellect hy his eloquence, we 
should certainly have formed a very unfair estimate of 
its persJlicaeity. .For, though it was hardly possible to 
underrate its extent or comprehensiveness, it was very 
far from being confused and perplexed in the propor
tion of his sentences: and the listener who knew how 
distinctly the speaker ~ould form his plans, hnd how 
clearly hilS ideas were known to himself, migitt, compar
ing sm~ll.things with great, be reminded of the }lrodi
gious 'Contrast bet.ween the distinctness of Oliver Cl·om

well's understanding,alld the hopeless confusion and 
obscurity of his speech. No man, besides, ever attained 
the 8t'l;tiou of a regular debater in our Parliament with 
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s~h an entire want of all classical accomplishment, and 
indeed of all literary provision whatsoever. While he 
never showed the least symptom of an information ex
tending beyond the more recent volumes of the Parlia
mentary Debateb, or possibly the files of the newspa
pers only, his diction set all imitation, perhaps all de
scription, at defiance. It was with some an amusenJent 
to beguile the tedious hours of their unavoidable attend
~nce upon tIre poor, tawdry, ravelled thread of his sorry 
discourse, to collect a kind of ana from the fragIllents 
of mixed, uncongruous, and di~jointed images that fre
quently appeared in it. H The features of the clause"
" the ignorant iml)atience of the relaxation of taxation" 
-" sets of circumstances coming up and circumstance6 
going down"-Hmen turning their backs upon them
selves"-" tl~e honourable and learned gentleman~s 
wedge getting into the loyal feelings of the manufac
turing classes"-" the comtitutional principle wound 
up in the bowels of the monarchical prin('iple" -" the 
Herculean labour of the honourable and learne(l mem
ber, who will find himself quite disappointed when be 
bas at last brought forth his Hercules'''':'-(Lya slight 
confounding of the mother's lahour which produced that 
hero, with his own exploits which gained him immor

. tality) -these are hut a few, and not the richest sam-
ples, by any means, of a rhctpric which often haffled 
alikethe~avity of \he TreasuI-Y Bench and t~e art of 
the reporter, Ilud left the wondering audience at a-loss 
to foojecture how anyone could ever exist, endowed 
with hutnbler pretensions to the name of orator. 

Wherefore, when the Tory party, "having a devil," 
preferl'ed him to Mr. Canning for .heir leader • .;111 men 
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naturally expected that he would entirely fail to cof»
mandeven the attendance of the House while he ad
dressed it; and that the benches, empty during his 
time, would only be replenished when his highly-gifted 
competitor' rose. They were greatly deceived; they 
underrated the effect of place and power; they forgot 
that the representative of a government speaks" as one 
having authority, and not as the Scribes." But they 
also forgot that Lord Castlereagh had some qualities 
well fitted to conciliate favour, and even to provoke ad
miratioIlJ in the absence of everything like eloquence. 
He waS a bold and fearless man; the very courage with 
whiqb, he exposed himself uma.babhed to the most critical 
awlience ill the world, while incapable of uttering two 
sentences of anything but the meanest matter, in the 
most wretched language; the gallantry with ~hich he 
fnced the greatest difficulties of a question; the unflin\~h
ing perseverance with which he went through a whole 
subject, leaving untouched. not one of its points, whe
thel' he could gl'apple with it or no, and not one of the 
adverse arguments, however forcibly and felicitously 
they had been urged, neither daunted:: h~.recollecting 
the impression just made hy his antagonist's brilliant 
display, nor damped by consciousness of the very rags 
in which he now presented himself-all this made hirn 
upon the whole rather a favourite with the audience 
whose p~tience he was taxing mercilessly, b.mlwlhose 
gra.Vlty he ever and anon put to a very severe trial. Nor 
can anyone have forgotten the kind of pride that 'man
tied on the fronts of the Tory phalanx, when, aft~r being 
overw lleJmed with the powerful fire of the Whig oppo
sition. 'pr galled l'y the fierce deau:neiatiOmr~of the 
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Mbuntain, or harassed by the splendid displays of Mr. 
Canning. their chosen leader stood forth, and present
in~ the graces of his eminently patrician figure, flung 
open his coa.t, displayed an azure rihbon traversing a 
snow-white chest, and declared "llis high satisfaction 
that he could now meet the charges against. him face to 

face, and repel with indignation all that his adversaties 
were bold and rash enough to advance." 

S;uch he ~as in debate; in council he certainly had 
far more resources. ( He possessed a considerahle fund 
of plain sense, not to be misled by any refiutlment of 
speculatioll, or clouded by any fanciful notions. He 
went straight to his point. He was brave polit~ aR 
well as personally. Of this, his conduct on the Irisft 
Union had given abundant proof ;)and nothing could be 
more~justtha~ the rebuke which. as connected with the 
topic of personal courage, we may recollect his adminis
tering to a great man who 11ad passed the limits of Pit
liamentary courtesy-" Everyone must be sem;ible," 
he said, "that if any personal qllarrel were desired, any 
insulting language used publicly wlICre it ('ou]d not be 
met as it deserv.ed. was the way to prevent and not to 
pr.oduce such a rencounter."-No one after that treated 
liirn with disrespect. (rrhe com plaints made of his Irish 
,administration were well grounded,as regarded the cor
ruption of the Parliament by which he accomplished 
the lJuion, thoug? h,!'l had certainly no direct .h~.!!I.Jn 
theJ?ribery practised; but they were entirely unfounded 
as r~gprded the cruelties pract!.ed}Iuring anaa'fiertbe 
R~~lliOl1. Far from partaking in these atl'Ocities, he 
uniformly and strenuously 'set his face against them.) 
He, was of a cold temperamentsnd «ietermined pbarae-
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ter, but not of a cruel disposition; and to him, more 
than perhaps to anyone else, was owing the termina
tion of tbe system stained with blood. It is another 
topic of high praise that he took a generouspal't against 
the faction which, setting themselves against all liberal. 
all tolerant government, sought to drive from their 
posts the two most venerable rulers with whom Ireland 
had ever been blessed, Cornwallis and Abercromby. 
Nor can it be too often repeated that when his colleagues 
acting under Lord Clare had denounced Mr. Grattan. 
in the Lords' Report, as implicated in a guilty knowledge 
of the rebellion, he, and he alone, prevented t11l1 Report 
of the Commons from joining in the same groundless 
charge a.gainst the illustrious patriot. An intima.tion 
of this from a common friend, (who communicated the 
remarkable fact to the author of these pages,) alone 
prevented a personal meeting between the two upon a 
subsequent occasion. 

(Lord Castlercagh's foreign administration was as de
stitute of all merit as possible. No enlarged view~ 
guided his c~uct; no lil~l" . claimed hiS're
gard; no gen~:~ sym pathies, no grateful fee}in~ for 
the lleople whose sufferings arUf whose valour had accom
plished the restoration of their national independence, 
prompted his tongue, when he carried forth from the 
land of liberty that influence which she had. aright to ex· 
ercise,--;-she who had made such vast sacrifices, and.was 
never in return,to reap anY,the least selfish advantage. 
'l'he representative of England, among. those ,PCOW6l'1i1' 

whom her treasure and her arms had done so'"'Dutellto 
save~le ought to have held tile language becoming a free 
state.llud claimed for iustice and for liberiV',t.he'i'eeOIlDi .. 
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t~lJ.)which he had the better right to demand, that we 
gained nothing for ourselves aiter all our sufferings, and 
all our expenditure of blood as well as money. I nstelltl 
of this, he flung himself at once and for evcr into the 
arms of the sovereigns-seemed to take a vulgar prine 
in being suffered to bccome their associate-appeared 
desirous, with the vanity of an upstart elevated unexw 

pectedly into higher circles, of forgetting what he had 
been, flnd qu~lifyin~ himself for the company he now 
kept, by assuming their habits,-and never pronounced 

any of those WOl'<18 80 familiar with the Eng1ish nation 
and with English statesmen, ill the mother tongue of a 
limited monarchy, for fear that they might be deemed 
low-bred, and unsuited to tIle society of crowned heads, 
in which he w.as living, and to whicl~ they might prove 
as distasteful as they wel'C unusual. ) 

It is little to be wondm'ed at, tY.at those potentates 
found him ready enough with his defence of their Holy 
Alliance. When it was attacked in 1816, he hcgan by 
denying that it meant anything Itt all. He uftenvards 
explained it away as a mere pledge of pacific intentions, 
and a new security for the stability of the settlement 
made by the Congress of Vienna. Finally, when he was 
('~mpelled to depart from the monstl'OUS principles of 
@ystematic ihterference, to which it gave birth, and tG 
establish which it was originally intended, he made ~ 

ta~ .. so coldz ~ reluc;tant a protest again..st the.g~!!~ral 
dootrine of the allies, that the influenc~_.?f !ingl~ 

eoul~ Mot be said to have been exerted at ~~in~!f-lf 2!. 
natioosHl1dependeace, even if the protest had been un .. ' 
aeoompamed with:a ;cfJi~le blanche' to the' Allies for all 
injuries ~ -,were' oH'eril1g to purticular ~tates. 'n the 
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genuine spirit of the system prot.ested against. .1-lIe 
allies issued from Troppau ,Qne manifesto, from Leyb~h 
another, against the free constitution which had· jJ.1.St 
been established at Na.ples by a military force co-opera
ting with a moveme~t of the people. On the eve of the 
ParliamentmeetinKC19th Jan. 1821,) Lord Castl.er~h 
delivered a note to theUoly Allies, ~xpre~ing in feeJle 

~d measured term§,.av~ry m~agre di~_~~t fFolD,~e 
principle of interferenct}; but adding a· peremptory dis
approval of the means,by which the Neapolitan revo
lution had been effected, and indicating very plainl)J., that 
:England would allow whatever they chose to do for the 
purpose of putting down. the new government and re-
storing the old.) It is certain that this kind. of revolu
tion is of all others the very worst, and to libeJ"ty the 
most unpropiti~us. It is also probable th~t th~i;of 
~apies kllew70t what they sought 1 nay, when they 
proclaimed the Spanish Constitution, it is sai4:, there .-'was no copy of it found in the whole city.) Nevet-
1heless the same kind of military movemen{ had pro
duced the destruction of the same constitution in Spain, 
and restored the power and prerogative of Ferdinand; 
and no exception had been eve! taken to it, in that in
stance, either by the Holy Allies or by England. There 
could therefore·be no doubt whatever, that this mode of 
effecting ohWlges in a government was qnl'y,tU.~leasing 
to thost: paxties,when the change hap.-ned .. to Leo{ a 
pop'tiiar kind,' and that a military revolution. to restore 
or to found a despotic goverllment, was a thing pen~ctly 
to their liking. Thus faintly dissented from~A:o the 
principle, and DoLeven.faintly -epposeci;M.to.. the pat
ticular ,instance, the three 8O'Verelgu8~~ UIle·of 
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tl.eir nnmber to march, antI the Austrian troops ended, 
in II. few days, all that the Neapolitan army had done ill 
as many hours. 

But late in 1822, Spain, or rather Madrid, again be
came the scene of a revolutionary movement; and the 
people obtained once more a free form of government. 
Again the Holy Allies were at work; and, on this 
occasion, their manifestos were directed to arm }4~rllnce 
with the authority of the League. FirRt, an army was 
assembled on the Spanish frontier, under the stale pre
text of some infections disorder requil'illg It sanatory 
cordon; the same pretext on which the predeeesAorA of 
the Holy Allies had in formet· timeR surrounded un
happy Poland with their armed hordes-the only differ
enee being,~~at an .epidemic was in that instance ~o 
be ragin~ amongj;he cattle, and now it waf; suppo!'.ed to 
be th~lague among men.) A great change had, how
ever,' now taken place in the British department of 
Foreign Affilirs. TAmi Castlereagh's sudden death had 
changed Mr. Canning's Indiau destination, and placed 
him both at' the head of the Foreign Office, and in the 
lead of the House of Commons. His views were widely 
different from those of bis predecessor. He was jm.tly 
jealous .of the whole principles and policy of the Holy 
Alliance ;(he was disgusted with the courtly language . 
of the crafty and cruel despots who, under the mask of " 
religious ze&l~ "were e~slaving Europe: he was iQ(li~ant 
at tbe subservieut part in those designs which England 
had. been pla.ying ; and he was resolved that this obse
quiousn~s should no longet· disgrace his country. In 
America.; he W~tS determine(l that the colonies of Spain 
showlbe ~gnised.as clothed witi. the indepe.trdenee 

VOL: II. 
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which they had purchased by their valour; in Euro~, 
he was fixed in the de$ign of unchaining England, from 
the chariot wheels of the Holy Allies, (It.i!from this 
portion of his life~and from his having, in 1827, oeen 
joined by most of the more consideruhle Whigs, that 
~len are accustomed to regard Mr. Can ring as a man 
of liberal opimons} Qn no other respect did he differ 
from Lord Castlereagh, who was also a steady friend of 
Catholick Emancipation. ' 
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rrHE eminent individual whom we have just been sur
v~yillg* never rose to the place of ost~nsible Prime Mi
nis~~, aJthough for the last ten ye&rsdf his life he 
exercised almost all its influence, and was the ministerial 
leader of thp. House of Commons. But Lord Liverpool 
was the chief under whom he served. He presided over 
the councils of England foJ' a longer time than any other, 
excepting Walpole and Pitt, and for a period incom
parably more glorious in all that is commonly deemed 
to eonstitute national renown. He was Prime Minister 
of England fik fifteen years, after having filled ill suc
cession almost every political office, from under-seCl-e
tary of l'tate upwards; and passed his whole life, from 
the age of manhood, in the public service, save the 
single year that followed the death of MI'. Pitt. So long 
and so little interrupted a course of offir.ial prospel'ity 
was never, perhaps, enjoyed hy any other statesmall. 

But this was not his only 1i:llicity. It happened 
to him, that the yeal's during whicb the helm of the 
state, as it is cal1ed, was intrusted to his hands, were 
those of the greatest events, alike in negotiation, in 
war, in commerce, and in finance, which ever hap
pened to illusttate or'to checker the annali\ of };urope. 
He sa'f the power of France attain a pitch altogether 
unex·amWed, and embrace the whole of the continent, 
except Russia alone, hitherto helieved safe in her dis-

Lord Caatlereagll. 
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tant position and enormOllS natural strength; hut he 
saw her, too, invaded, her numerous armje~ overthrown, 
her almost inaccessible capital destroyed. Then fol
lowed the insurrection of conquered Gennany-the de
foot:of victorious France-· the war pushed into her 
territory-the advance of the allies to the capital--the 
restoration of-the ancient dynasty. By a singular co
incidence, having signalized his outset in politicallif'e 
by a supposition which he propounded as possible-a 
march to Paris-this was then deemed flO outrageous 
an absurdity that it became connected with his name as 
a standing topi~ of ridicule; yet he 1ived to flee the im
possibility realized. was Prime Minister when the event 
happ,ened, and did not survive the dynasty which he had 
mainly eontributed to restore. Peace wIV" thus brought 
bMk,but without her sister, plenty; and intestine dis
cord now took the place of foreign war. He flaw the 
greatest distress which this country had ever suffered 
in aU the departments of her vast and various industry ; 
agriculture sunk down, manufactures depressed to the 
earth, 'commerce struggling for existence, an entire stop 
put to all schemes for lightening the load of the ptlblic 
debt, and a convulsion in the value of all property, in 
the relations of all creditors and all debtors, in the opera
tion of all contracts between man and man-the inevi: 
tahle effects of a sudden and violent alter;ttion of the 
eurtency, the standard of which Jlis colleague~. twenty 
years before', had' interfered to change. Oraduafly'he 
saw trade, and agriculture, and industry'in 'lin' it~ 
branehes, again revive, but public discontent not sut)
siding; both in Ireland,' which he ma:inly!befped'!to 
misgov'ern. and in England, where be opposed 'allpoli-
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ti~al improvement, he witnessed the tremendous effects 
of a people becoming more enlightened than their ru1el'8; 
and the last years of his life were spent in vain eff0I1s 
to escape from a sight of the torrent which he could 
not stem. It made an interlude in this long and varied 
political scene, that he consented to the worst act ever 
done by any English monarch, the persecution of his 
Queen for acts of hers and for purposes of his OWll, 
connected Wifil a. course of maltreatment to which the 
history of cl)njugal misdemeanor furnishel' no parallel. 

Yet, prodigious as is the importance, 'and singular as 
the variety of these events, whieh all happened during 
his administration,-and although party ran higher and 
took a far more personal turn during those fifteen years 
than at any other period of our politieal history,-no 
minister, llay, tew men in allY subordina.te public station, 
ever passed his time with so little ill will directed to
wards himself, had so much forhearancc shown him 
upon all occaRions, nay, eugagetl uniformly so large Ii 

share of personal esteem. To what did he owe this rare 
felicity of his lot? How came it to pass that a station. 
in all other men's cases the most irksome, in hib was 
easy-that the couch, so thorny to others, waS'to llim of 
d~wn? Whence the singular Rpectacle of the Prime 
Minister~the person primarily answerable for any 
thing which is done amiss, 'and in fact often made to 
answer for whatevel·. tUI'DS out unluckily thro\1g~ • no 
possible fault of his own, or indeed of any IfIan-shouJd, 
by c~1UIllon consent, have been exempted from almost 
all blame'; and that whoever attacked most hitterly all 
other public functionaries, in any department, should 
have 'feit it no business of his to s~ otherwi~·than 
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respectfully, if not ten<wrly, or if not respectfully. yet 
with mild forbearance of him, who, having been all his 
life in high office, a party to every unpopular and un
fortunate proceeding of the gove rnment, and never a 
changeling in anyone of his political opinions, even in 
the most unpopular of all, was now for so many long 
years at the head of the national council'S, and in the first 
instance, by the law of the constitution and in point of 
fact, answerable for whatever 'Was done or whMever was 
neglected? 

'fhis question may, perhaps, be answered by observing 
that the abilities of Lord Liverpool were far more solid 
than shining, and that men are apt to be jealQus, per
haps envious, certainly distrmMul, of great and brilliant 
genius in statesmen. . Respectable mediocrity offends 
nobody. Nay, as the great bulk of mankind feel it to 
be their own case, they perhaps have some satisfaction 
in being correctly represented by those who administer 
their affairs. Add to this, that the subject of these re
marks was gifted with extraordinary prudence, displayw 
ing, f{'om his ear~,iest yean;, a fare discretion in aU the 
parts of his conduct:. Not only was there nothifrgof ima
gination, or extravagance, or any matter abofe the most 
ordinary. comprehension, in wha.tever he spoke (except
ing only his unhappy flight about marching to Paris, aDO 
which for many ye&I'8 seemingly slmk him iIi .the public 
estimatjon ):--but he spoke so se1~om as to show that he 
never did so ' unless the necessity of the case required it ; 
while his life was spent in the business of offiee,e, ~llg 
eminently agreeable to the taste, because (:losdyret5ent:
bling the habits, of a natibn composed of men; Uf·busi
ness.'. "That's a goon young man, who is':aiwaysathis 
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desk," tpecQIUmOO amount of civic panegyric to a vir

tnous .apprentice, was ill terms, no doubt, 9"," applied 

to Mr, Robert JeI\kinson, "Herc comes a worthy mi
nister, whose days and nights have been passedi,n his. 

office, and not in idlp, talking," might be the slight.tra.ns

formation by which this early eulogy was adapted to his 
subsequent manhood and full-blowucharactfV.'. Nor 
must it be forgotten that a more inoffensive spea.kel~has 
seldom .appeated in Parliament.. He was never known, 
to utter a word at which anyone could take exceptign. 

He was besides (1:1. lUuchhigher praise) the most. JaSr: .. nel 
c/loudid of ,aU . debaters. No advantage to be derived 
from .a misrepresentation, or even an omissi,on, ever 

tempted him to forego the honest and the manly satis
faction of stating the fact as it was, treating hi~ adver~ 
sary as he delerved, and at least reciting fairly wl~tJwl 
been urged against him, if he eou1<1 not successfully 
auswer it. In these respects, 1\1r. Canning furnished a 

contrast whjch was eminently beneficial to Lord Liver· 
pool, with whom he was so often, absurdly enough, com,. 
.pared, ,for no better reason thaI) tha~. they were of ~he 

sa~~ ist~ing, and begnn life together nod in the S8ll)~ 
service. ,But, in another respect, be gave less offen~ 
than his brilliant contemporary, A wit, though,·he 
.tllnuses (orc the moment, unavoidably gives frequent 
umbragetQgrave and serious, men, who don't think pub
lic affairs 4hould be lightly handled, and are oopstantly 
fit.lli.ng .into the p,rror that, when a perron j., arguing 'the 
Ill,O#It $Ql1;¢lusively, by showing the gross and ludicrous 
~.,u.dit» of his adversary's reasoning, he is jesting 8Jld 
not, argujp,g ; w,hi~ the argument is ill reality. more close 
.and striutent, the, JDOl'e ,hcshQwS .~. opposite p.(tsition 
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to be grossly lu(1icrout-l,-that is, the more effective ~Ie 
wit becomes. But though all this is perfectly true,:it 

is equally certain that danger attends such courses with 
the common run of plain men. Hence alllawyel's 

versed in the practice of Nisi Prius, are well aware of 
the risk they run by being witty, or ingenious and faw
cifulbefore 11 jury; unleslS their object be to reduce the 
damages in an absurd case, by what is called laughing it 
out of court; and you can almost tell, at a great distance, 
whether the plaintiff' or the defendam'sc(mnsel isspeak~ 
ing to the jury, by observing whether he is grave, sa

Imnn, and earnest in his demeanour. or light and face
tious, Nor is it only by wit that geniu~ offends; flowcl'8 

of imagination, flights of oratory, gred.t passagelS, are 
lDOl'e admired by the critic than relished by the w(Jrthy 

bal'Onets who darken the porch of ~dle's-chwfly 
answering to the names of Sir Robert and Sir John ; 
and the solid traders,-the very g?Od mtn who streftltI 
along the Strand ii'om 'Change towards St. Stephen'S 
Chapel, at five o' clock, to see the business of the country 

done by the Sovereign's servants, A pretty long ccmrse 
of observation on thesecompolleut parts of Parliamentary 

audience, begets some doubt jf noble passagetll~te"'Jl:uxi 
" fine flourishes") be not taken by them assoinething 
personally offensive. 

Of courS'e,we speak not of qaotatioDs-tlese,f)() 

doubt, . #l-ndreasonably, are so cOl~sidered,....-....espeeiaUy· if 
in the unknown to'fi'gues ; though even an -English EftlO'" 
tation is not by any means safe, and certainly ~ui~ 
an apology, But we refer to such fine passages &8' Mr. 
Cl111rling :.often indulgedhiinself, and a few\of his theaters 
\V'ith ;', and' which 6lertiiinly seemed to· be ·~eived 'as i_ 
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ineult oy whole benches .of men ac~,ustometl to ditS

tribute justice at Sessions-the class of the 
-Pannolus vacuis redilis Ulubris-

-.-him whom Johnson called (translating) 

The wisest justiee on the banks of Trent. 

These worthies, the dignitaries of the empire, resel~t 

such ftights as libertics taken with them; and. always 

say, when others force them to praise~" "VeIl, well ..... 
but it 'HIS .. out of place. We have no~ing ~ do ,witb 

King Pl.'ial"l, ,hel:e-or with a bea,then god; sl~qh ,as 

.Molus ;-th08e kind· of folk!! are very well in POpe~8 
Homer and Dryden's Virgil ;-.-but. ns I said to Sir 

Robert. who:S3t next me, What have you or I t9 do with 

them matters? I like a ~ood, pla.in UllLll of bm;iness, 
like young MI'. JellkinfioLl-.-a man ot' the pen and the 

desk, like his rather lief ore him-awl who never spea~s 
when he if.; not wanted: let mc tell you, Mr. Canning 
speaks too much, by half. Time is short-there are 
only twenty-four hoUJ;~ in the day, you know." 

It may further be observed, that, with the exception 
of the Qu.een's Case, there was no violent or profliga.te 
act of ,the, Government, nor any unfortunate or UlipOpU

laf-measul'e, which could not, with some colour of ju!S,

tiCe, be fixed upon some of,Lord Liverpool's colleagues, 
y.) ease of himself: if men were thu~ favourably dis
posed. Lord Ca.stlereagh was foreign minister, and ,had 
~ondueted our negotiatiolls while abroad in person. He 
w~ there~l'e, aJone,'held (j,ocountable for. all the "ntis
~~. Q£ thatdeparttnent; and especially for. the coun
t.e .. _~ven t.o the designs ·of the Holy Allies. So, not

wi~ing hia kvownlibetality llpon Irish questions, 
.wl his efluaJJ~' certain opposition 4> the cruelt~8 hy 
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whieh the history of the GovernmeIl~ during the.1'e
bellion of 1798 was disfigured, he had committed 
the sin, never by Irishmen to be forgiven or for
gotten,-the carrying through of the Union, and 
abating the greatest public nuisance of modern 
times, the profligate, shameless, and corrupt Irish Par
liament. Hence, all the faults and aU the omissions of 
the Ministry, in respect of IrilSh affairs, were laid upon 
his single head 'by every true Irishman~· while Lord 
Liverpool, himself a party to the worst policy of past 
times, was, in his own pel'son, as .head of the Govern
ment for so many years,. the main obstacle to the repeal 
of the Penal Code; and yet he esca.ped aU censure ill 
the perspicacious and equitable distribution of Iri sh 
justice. For obstructing all Law Reform, and for delay 
in theadministI'atioo of justice in practi~e, Loro Eldon 
otl'e.red.8. convenient object of attack; and on himalJ 
the hostile fire was directed, heing thus drawn 0 ff 
from the favourite preI!lier. Ev~n thehlunders com
mitted in finance, though belonging to the peculiar de
partment ofthe First IADrd of the Treasury, were never 
marked ill conne~ion with auy name but Mr. Vansit
tart's. The boast of prosperity,-the schemes of Bask 
discount which accompanied it, exacerbating·· the ma· 
lady of speculation one year, and the misery ~ 
panic the next,-were as mueh Lord Liver,pool's as 
Mr. Robinson's; hut the la.tter alone W8iS blamed, or 
evtll' n~med in reference to tht>..se great culaluitieJ5. : Nay, 
even the violent revolution suddenly tdfooted in tl.tecu~ 
rency, and eieeted without the ,jeast preer.utiOp·.,tQ 
gU8l:d &gainst ·,thc country repaying twenty-five sbiJi. 
lings.for ,evervtwety ,shillings borrowed,--.waa ~ 
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oned exclusively the work of Mr. Peel, as if he, being 
out of office altogether, had been at the head of the 
Government; while the \Vhigs stept in to claim their 
share of the public gratitude and applaus~ for this great, 
but not very weH-considered, operation. 

It was curious to observe the care with which, all the 
while, these selections were made of parties on whom 
to lay the blame. No popular outcry ever assailed 
Lord Liverp~ol. While others were, the objects of 
alternate execration and scorn, he was generally re
spected, never assailed. The fate that beiel him was 

that which might have mortified others but well suited 
his tastes, to be little thought of, less talked about-br 
if, in debate; any meaSUl'e was to be exposed-any mi
nister to be attacked-means were ever found; nay, 
pains were taiten to " assure the House that nothing 
was meant against the respected nobleman at the head 
of His Majesty's Governm~nt, for whom we all-enter
tain feelings of et ct;,.tera, and of et cetf!l'a, and of et 

cetera." 

Such was the happy lot of Lord Liverpool; such are 

the oomforts which a respectable mediocrityot talents, 
with its almost constant companion, an extreme measure 
or diseretion in the use of them, confers upon its pos
lessor in lieu of brilliant reputation, with its attendant 
detraction and hate.· While the conqueror mQunts his 
triumphal car, and hears the air rent with the shouttiof 
baname, he he&rs;to~, the malignant whisper appOidtt~d 
toreDiind him, that the trumpet of fame blunts not the 
tooth of ealumny ; nay, he descends from his eminence 
when the splendid day is over, to be made the victim of 
DlWeJ.·-ending envy, and of slander w~ich is immo.tta.l. as 
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the price of thatday'~deliriou8 enjoyment: and alUhe 
time sa.fety and peace is the lot of the humbler compa .. 
nion, who shared his labours without partaking oi' his 
renown, and who, if he has eujoyed little, has paid and 
sufiered less, ' 

Accordingly, it is fit that one thing should be added 
~o what halS been recorded of the general lorbearanee 
ex.ercised towards this fortunate minister: it was 
nearly; akin to neglector indiffenmce, though certainly 
not at all savouring of contempt. There was nothing 
striking or shining in his qualities, which were the 
solid, useful, wdl-wearing ones of Imsiness-lilie habits 
and information. While great meaSUl'tlS were executed, 
no one thought of .Lord I...iverpool. "'hen men canle 
to reflect, they found he was still Prime Minister; but 
he retired so much from public view that (he was seldom 
thought of. Thus, if he had no blame when ,faults 
w~re committed, or things went wrong, so he had no 
praise for what was v\leU doue, or gratitude for many 
signal successes. He was, in truth, hardly ever con .. 
sidered in the matter. 

He was a plain, every-day kind of speaker, who never 
rose above the range either of his audience or his topic:; 
and chose his topic so as to require no strength of per .. 
suasion beyond what he possessed. He was clear and 
distinct enough, without even, in thatfirs~ ~ssential of . 
busines~ speaking, being dirsting,uished for his e,xcel .. 
lenet! above almpst anyone who is accustomed to state 
a case or take part in a debate. His diction Waf on a 
level with his matter; it had nothing rare, ol·'6do~ned. 
01' happy; but though plaih enough, it was not. pure, or 
more 'Pure than tllCl sources from which be :derived it 
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.... \he Parliamentary debates, the official dispa.tches, 

and the newspapers of the day. If, adopting th~ 

middle style, or even the ltumile genus dicendi, he had 
maintained in his language the standal'd purity, he 
would have passed, i.~n justly, for a considerable artist 
in that kind ;-a8 Swift is always praised for being It 
IOOdel of one style of writing. 11ut it would be very 
wide, indeed, of the truth to say that the threefolfl nlt
ture of Mr. Jenkinson, Lord Hawkesbury, ahel Lotd 
Ldverpool, ever presented a model or any thing~ exccJ)t 
perhaps safe mediocrity: of a pure or correct style,; he 

. ass~l~dly was no sample. He" met the question:~~ 

when" on his legs" he would take upon hinulelf " to 
assert, as he httd caught the Speaker's eye" that no 
SA influential person" of " his .Majesty's actual govern-. . , 
ment," had ever "advocated liberalism," less than 
'" the humble individmd who now addressed them," and 

whose duty it waS "to justify the proposed hill." In 

short, he showed plainly enough that a man might avoid 
lofty flights, and stick to his native earth, without haui
tually walking in clean places; and that he who is not 
hold enough to fiLCe the perils of the deep, may hug 
the shore too close, and make shipwreck upon its in-

• 
equalities . 
.. In counci~ he was f'afe if not fertile of expedient. He 

seldom roused his courage up to hold mca!mres; ami 

was one' of the llA:rro1V minds whom Lord W ~llesley 
~ed, when he found them 1'f~801ved neither to ~~ke 
peaet; flor to wage war with any reasonahle chance of 
success; -dnd whom the prodigious achievements of Ilis 
illustrious brother: contrary to all probability, and be
yond 'every rational hope, united, wtth the lliadlil~Ss of 
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Napoleon and the severity bf a northern winter. to res
cue from the position which their puny councils had so 
well earned, and so richly des~rved. He had not the 
spirit or the political courage rei,.uired for great emer
gencies ; yet could he be driten~y the fear of losing 
office, to patronise the most disgracef'll attempt ever 
made in this country by Royal caprice; and thus en
c6untered the imminent peril of civil war. This is, 
indeed, the darkest spot in his history; ~nd another is 
connected with it. He lost hiRhead entirely when the 
pWiple had defeated a' 1)(jd y of the' troops at the Queen's 
fMie.t-ttl\'and is uDBerstoodto HJtegiven .orders for 
r~~ttihgto . extremitieg;..:......orders to"which the cooler 
c~fit~ge'of the tniliiiir"Y coml:hkrid~h~;h~ppilf postponed 
thelr obedience.' 

TIi~ca:ndour which he eVer' • displayetfindebate has 
IJti~n' afhady marked. It was a part of the natural 
ho·iiestYof his character, which power had nOt cor
rupted, lind no ell.gerness '6f Parliafu~ntary waT'fare 
co'Uld interrupt. His general worth as a manwal 
a"IWays acknowledged; and this added very justly to the 
prevailing good opinion which he enjoyed among his 
countrymen, almost without distinction of party'. It may 
he gathered from our former observations that we rega~ 
this good opinion to have been somewhat overdon&; 
and that justice did not at all sanction the distribution' 
of praise and of blame which ,the country madeb&
twe~n him It.nd his colleagues. 
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AMONG the supporters of the AddingtoQ,ministJ;K!:, 
though never a member of it, was one who though ~~ 
eDDugh from fi\ling a first-rate placeamong sta.teij~en 
w,a,.s still farther fro~.being an inconsiderable person ,in 
~~,wbere he bad hisowI,l particular line, andjq~~, 

,. , ) i, "~"I, 

~Qen,~ly excelled,l\fr. Tier~y. He . had beel1b..~"· 
to. the law, was called to the bar, and for a short time 

II!. . , • .', ,"'., 

fr~uented. tile W esteJ'~~ ;c,~rcui~ .. oJl~hich he succeeded 
Mr. Pitt in the office of Recorder, or keeper of the cl,r .. 
c~ book.sand funds; a situation filled by the y~)Ungest 
m e~ of the profession on the seve.r:al circuit" each 
successive year. He soon, however, like his illustrious 
predecessor" ,lr-it the ha;rd and4ull. and for many years' 
cheerless path, whichendtS in tbe .highest places in tAe 
Sta~. and tbe most important fuuctions of the 
Cp;nstitution ; and devoted hims elf to the more inviting. 
b\4. ID9fe thorpy and even more precarious pursuit of 
politicFl; in which merit, if it never fails of earning fame 
aqd. distinction. very often secures nothing more solid 
to its possessor; and which has the ful'tber disadvantage 
of leailing to power. or to disappointment, according to 
the conduct of the caprice of others, as much as-orthe 
eandidate himself. No man more tban Mr. rrierney 
lived 10 e.perience the truth of this remark; and no 
man mOle cODstantly advised his younger friends to 
avoid tlte fascinations which concealed. such snare~ and 

, . 
led to those rocks. In truth, no one had a better right 
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to give thir-; warning; for hi!'> talents were pecuI'iJtrly 
. fitted for the contentions of the legal profession, and 
must have secured him great eminence: h~ he remained 
at the bar; hut they were accompanied with !'lome de
fects which proved exceedingly injurious to his success 
as a statesman. He possessed sufficient industry to 
master any subject, and, until his health failed, to .. \l.n
dergo any labour. His understanding was of that plain 
and solid description which wears well: and is always 
more at the comm~nd of its possessor than the brilliWlt 
qualities that dazzle the vulgar. To any extraordinary 
quickness of apprehension he laid no claim; but he saw 
witJi perfect clearness, and if he did not take R. very 
""ide range, yet, within his appointed scope, his ideas 
were strongly formed, and, when he stated them, lumi
nously ex presse!l. Every thing refineil he habitually 
rejected; partly as above his comprehension, partly aR' 

peneath his reganl; and he was wont to value the 
dorts of fancy still low.er than the teats of subtilty; so 
that there was something extremely comical in witness
ing the contrast of his homely amI somewhat literal 
understanding with the imaginative nature of El'8kjp,~, 
when they chanced to meet in conversation. But 
if refinement aud fancy, when tried upon him ~rt, 
met with this i~different reception, their cQmbinatij)u 
in any thing romantic, especially when it was Pf9'" 
pound~d a.s a guide of conduct, ,fared still worse at Jl~S 
ha'nils; and.if he ever found such views erect~d iptQa 
test or standard fordccidillg eithe.r on publ\c or,:·QP 
private affairs, he"Y!l.s apt to treat the fabriCJ. rath.er ~ 
the work of an unsound Illind, than as a str'ql;tl.4'tU19 .. ~ 

, 'i'" , ,~. ~,\,if'6 

seri~sly exposed.and taken to pieces byargumellt. 
Nevertht'less, with all this shunning of fanciful plat-
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ter, no one's mind was more accessible to groundless 
imaginations; provided they entered by one quarter, on 
which certainly lay his weak side as a politician. A 
ma.n undeniably of cool personal courage; a debater of 
as unquestioned boldness and vigour.....;lle was timid in 
council; always saw the gloomy side of things; could 
starcely ever be induced to look at any other aspect ; 
and tormented both hiinself and others with endless • doubts and difficulties, and apprehensions of events 
barely possible, as if in human affairs, from the cross
ing of a street to the governing of a kingdom, men were 
not compelled either to stand stock-still, or t6 e:s:pose 
themselves to innumerable risks,--acting, ofcJutse. 
only on probabilities, and these often not very hi'gh 
oues. It was.a singular thing to observe how complete 
a change the same individual had undergone in paSsing 
from the consultation to the debate. The difference 
was not greater between El·skine out of Court and. 'in 
his professional garb He was firm in the Jine'ontie 
taken, against which he had raised a host of objeCtions, 
and around which he had thrown a cloud of doubts ; lie 
was as bold in meeting real enemies as he llad been 
ti(llid in conjuring up imaginary risks; prompt, vigo-· 
roue, determined, he carri!'ld on the debate; and he 
who in a distant view of it could only.descry difficulties 
and create confusion, when the tug of war approached, 
and he came to close lifuarters, displayed an abund,zu}ce 
of resources which astonished all who had been harassed 
..vitli pis hesitation, or confounded by his perplexities, 
or vexed. Mth his apprehensi?ns: He was now found 
to haye no eyes but for the adversary whom his whole 
soul was bent upon meeting; nor ally circumSl~ction 

',. . 

VOL'IJ. 1. 
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but for the possibility of a l'eply w'hich he was resolvEm 
to cut off. 

It is probable, however, that this def~ct in his cha
racter as a politician had greatly increased as he gl'eW 
older. In early times he was among the more forwal'd 
of the Reformers. When he quitted the bar he offered 
himself as candidate for several vacant seats and was 
unsuccessful. He attended the debates at the Ettst , 
India House as a proprietor; and took an active part 
in them. He was an assiduous member of the • So
ciety of Friends of the People,' and drew up the much 
and justly celebrated petitwn in which that usefulbody 
laid hefore the House of Commons all the more striking 
particulars of its defective title to the office of repre
senting the people, which that House ,then, as now, 
h1i1t with far less reason, assumed. He contested the 
borough of Southwark more than once, and was ~a,ted 
ultimately in 1796, and by a. Committee before which 
he conducted his own case with an ability so striking, 
that all who witnessed it at once augured most favqur
ably.of his prospects in the House, and confessed that 
his leaving the bar had alone prevented him from filling 
the highest place ,among the ornaments of Westminst,er 
Hall. In that contest, his acuteness, his plain and 
homely sense, his power of exposing a sophism, of ridi
culing a refinement, shone conspicuous·; .. and his ini
mi~16 manner,-a manner above all others suited to' 

his style of speaking and thinking. andsingularlycalcu.. 
.latedto affect a popular audience,-was added. \0 the 
other. qualities which heshow-ed himself poB'iSessed of, 
and by which he won and' kept hold of the eommittee~i 
undivided attentiofi. 
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His entry into the House of Commons was made 
at a sufficiently remarkable period of time. The Whig 
Opposition had just taken the most absurd and incon
sistent, as well as most unjustifiable step which ever 
party or public men resorted to, "in order to show the 
bitterness of their disappointment, to justify their ene
mies in deducing all their actions from selfish motives, 
aM to lend t~e doctrine some plausibility, which the 
enemies of all party connexion hold, when they deny its 
use and regard it as a mere association fpr interested 
pUl·poses, not dictated by any public principle, but 
dressing itself falsely and fraudulently in that decent 
garb. They had retired or seceded from their attend
ance in Pa.rliament, upon the very grounds which should 
have chained them faster to their seats; namely, that 
the Government was ruining the interests and tram
pling upon the liberties of the country; and that the 
people were not sufficiently alive to the situation of 
their affairs. If any thing could add to the folly as 
well as impropriety of this measure, it was the in

completeness of the seoession; for instead of lea.ving 
Parliament, and thus enabling the people to choose 
IIlf're faithful guardians of their interests, those men 
allcretainedtheir "seats, kep~ fast hold of their personal 
privileges, and preserved the option af returning upon 
any fitting or tem'porary occasion, to the places which 
they left empty but. open. The Irish Parlia1p!nt 
afforded. upo.n this occasion, one of the two·instances of 
itssu.periority to. our own, which the whole history of ... 
that bad And: corru,t assembly presents.· The Oppo· 

I ' 

The other was on the Regency, l'S8-9. 
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sition there, with .Mr. Grattan at its bead, vacated their 

seats and remained out of Parliament JO!' some years. 
Strange that the place where political purity was the 
most rare ,-where true patriotism was ever at its lowest 
ebb,-where the whole machinery of corruption, all 
that men call jobbing and factious, was proverbially 
hereditary and constitutional,-alld where it has always 
been S9 usual to expect as little correctness of reasen

ing· as consistency and purity of conduct:-an example 
should have been afforded of just and rational conduct, 
and self-denial, upon the point of jobbing itself, which 
the patriots of England wel'e neither wise enough ndr 

disinterested enough to follow! 'fhis phenomenon, 
otherwise hard to be explained, is accounted for by the 
cha.racter of the illustrious man whom1"e have named 
as leader of the Irish Whigs. 

The absence of the regular chiefs of the Opposition 
and·their followers from Parliament gave Mr. Tierney 
a ready opening to distinction upon his entering the 
House of Commons ;-an opening of which far less 
sa.gacity and resources than he possessed might have 
-taken advantltge. He became at once, and from the 

, necessity of the case, in some sort the leader of Opposi
tion. The subject to whic~ he mainly directed himself 
was the financial department, but without at all co~ 
fining his exertions to questions of thisJdescription. 
Tl!e, dearness of his understanding, however, '8lld ! his 
business-like habits, gave him a peeuliar >advan1age 
upon s'dch matters;. alld.. he retained his holdovet"it" and;' 
as it -were, an almoet exelusive possession of"it during 
th.e.*,h~ of hisP,a1'liam~ntaryli:fu. Itaeems strange 
to loOk back upod'~e hands out of which he • 'this 



MR. TIERNEY. 149 

bra'neh of Opposition business. Mr. Sheridan was the 
person to whom he succeeded, and who really may be 
a-dmitted to have been, in every respect, as moderately 
qualiUed for performing it as anyone of his great abi
lities could well be. But it must not be supposed that 
the secession of the regular party left all finance ques
tions, or all questions of any kind, in the hands of him 
whom they considered as an officious unwelcome substi
tute, and affec'ted to look down upon as an indifferent 

makeshift in the hands of the Ministers, ever ready to 

catch at any semblance of a regular opposing party, for 
the convenience which it affords in conducting the public 
business. When the Irish Rehellion, nnd still more 
when the Union, and soon after the failure of the Dutch 
Exppdition see~ned to afford a chance of "doing a'Qme" 
thing," they came down and joined in the dehate. To 

'Mr. Tierney was left the wearisome and painful but 
not unimportant duty of watching daily the proceeding.
of the Government, !md of the House in which it now 
ruled with an absolute sway. lVhatever was most irk .. 
some and laborious, most thankless and obscure in the 
drudgery of daily attendance, and the discomtiture of 
srllall divisions. fell to his 8h8.1·e. It was only when the 
r~aT(lof8uch toils and ve2"ations appeared in view, 
upon some great occasion presenting itself for assault
ing a l\'Iinister invincible in Padiament, hut defeated 
with discredit .j,n his ~chemes. and assailing· him 'fi~ 
the,~pport of the country as well as of fortune, that 

Mr.~i.rney. was quickly nor yet very gently put 011 

on~ side, .'t(). make way for the greater men who had 
been ~aged in any pursuit r-a.ther than that of their 
~W1try's favour. and doing any servi«!e but that wllich 
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they owed to their constituents. ",rith what front they 
could have offered themselves aglliin to those consti
tuents had a general election befallen them before some 
change had happened in their policy, it would be-diffi
cult to conjecture. But fortunately for them as for the 
country, the administration of Mr. Addington afforded 
a fair opportunity, perhaps a pretext, of which they 
were desirous, for resuming their attendance in Parlia-

. I 

ment; and no one has ever since, in a tone more audible 
than a wllisper, ventured to mention the experiment of 
secession, as among the ways and means for bettering 
the condition of a party. It must, however, be added, 
that when the Election of 1802 came, the l)eople,by 

.. 8~wing an entire forgetfulness of the greatest viola
tion of public duty ever committed by their representa-, 
tives, and never once mentioning the Stlcession on any 
one occasion, exhibited an inconstancy and DP.glect of' 
their own best interests, truly })ainful to those who 
deem them not only the object, but the origin of all 
political power; and who, moreover, hold it to be im
possible tliat any power bestowed upon men can be well 
or safely executed without a continuance of wholesome 
popular control. The comfort which we now have 
under this unpleasant recollection, is derived from 'an 
assurance that spch never could be the case in the pre
sent times. No man, or class of men, dare now leave 
their .Parliamentary post, withsmt at the same time 
t1i~wing IIp their delegated trust; and wboevet'should 
attem pt to repeat the game of 1797 in our timei, ~ould 
find the doors of Parliament closed against him, should 
he be rash enough again 'to seek admission thro~h"any 
placc.having a reAl body of electors. 
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'In the times of which we have been speaking. Mr. 
Tierney was one of those Whigs who, partly through 
hostility to Mr. Pitt, and partly from a sincere gratitude 
for the peace abroad, and the mild and constitutional 
government at home. obtained for the country by Mr. 
Addington, first supported, and. afterwards formally 
joined that Minister, upon his rupture with his patron 
and predecessor. It was unfortunate that Mr. Tierney 
.should have tlken office almost on the eve of his new 
leader committing as great an error, and as fatal as ev.el" 
could be imputed to his warlike adversary. Mr. Ad
dington having been joined by Mr. Tierney late in 1802, 
plunged the country, early in 1803, again into W(1.r; for 
rea~ons, which, if they had auy force, should have pre
vented him from making peace the year before; and 
even if Napofeon was desirous of breaking the treaty. 
care was taken by the manner of the quarrel which we 
fastened upon him. to give him every appearance. ill 
the eyes of the world, of having been reluctantly forced 
into a renewal of hostilities. 

The removal of Mr. Tierney from the Opposition to 
the Ministerial benches was not attended with any in
crease either of his weight ill the country, or of his 
powers in debate. No man certainly had a right to 
eharge him with any violation of part, duty; for be had 
never been connected with the regular Whig OpJ)osi
tion, and had been treated upon all occasions with little 

• • 
respect by their Jp.aders. Yet in his opinwns he a"gteed 
with ~em;· they had always professed the same princi-

• 
pIes uptn those great questions, whether of foreign or 
domestic policy, which divided public men; and he was 
now in office with statesmen who.only differc.d from 
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those whom he bad alwa.ys opposeci, in the inferioritJ' of 
their capacity-in having done their patrons' bidding 
by restoring peace and the Constitution, both of which 
he had suspended,-and in refusing to go out and let 
him in again when that turn was served. There was 
little ground then for drawing any distinction between 
the two classes of Pittites; upon principle none; only 
a personal difference divided them; and to that differ-. 
ence Mr. rrierney was wholly a stranger, {mtil he chose 
to take a part in it by taking office UpOll it. But, as 
has often happened to men who thus place themselves 
in what our French neighbours term" a false position," 
his weight in the House was not more remarkably 
lessened than his gift of debating was impaired. . He 
never seemed to he thoroughly possessed of himself, or 
to feel at home, after' taking his seat on« the Trt~asnry 
Bench, among the J enkinsons, the Bragges, the Y orkes, 
the Percevals, and the other supporters of Mr. Adding
ton's somewhat feeble, though certainly very useful, 
administration. It was drolly said of the latter-in 
refel'ellce to the rather useless acquisition which he 
appeared to have made-that he resembled the worthy 
but not very acute Lord who bought Punch. Upon 
more than one occasion, words of a graver character 
were heard frOID t}1e great niaster of sarcaSID to conve), 
the same idea. When, in an attempt to defend the 
naval a~ministration of the Gov~rnment against Mr. 
Pitt's' unmeasured attacks, thelr new champion, with 
signal infelicity, adventured upon some personal jeers" 

" , 
iI . 

'" If we mention the nature of. these attempts, it must be after. a 

very dis!inct and peremptory protest, against ~ei~g un.d~tood to ~te 
them as samples of the humour. and mdeed WIt, In whu:h MI'. Tiemey 



MR~TIERNEY . 158 

at'heir assailant's expense, the latter remarked in very 
good humour, "That he had not found him quite so 
formidable an antagonist in his novel situation, though 
he nowise questioned his capacity for Ministerial exer
tions, and should wait until his infant aptitudes had 
expanded to their destined fulness." The oVl:lrthrowof 
the Addington Ministry soon restored Mr. Tierney to 
the ranks of opposition; and his union with·the Whigs 
afterwards be~ame so complete, that he acted for some 
yeat·s after th.~ death of Mr. 'Vhitbread and Mr. POD

sonbyas their l'eallender in the Commons j and during 
one session was installed formally as their chief. 

rfhe instances to which we have just adverted; may 

truly be said to be the only failures in MI'. Tierney's. 
whole parliamentary career. For he was one of the 
surest and mo~t ellual speakers th~it ever mingled in de
bate; and his style of speaking was very enviable in this 
particular. It seemed so easy and so natural to the man 
as to be always completely at his command; dependiug 

peculiarly excelled-for they were exceptions to it, and were hill only 
failures. He spoke of Mr. Pitt's motion as "smeIliIlg of a contract" 
-and even called him" The Right Hon. Sllillwright"-in a1i!.ll!ion 
to his proposal to build men-of-war in thc Merchants' Yards. On 
olle occasion he fell by a lcss i11U8trious hand, but yet the hand 
of a wit. When alluding to th~ difficulties the Foxites and Pitt. 
ittis had of passing over to join each other.in attacking the Ad~' 
dington Ministry, Mr. Tierney (forgetting at the moment how easily 
he bad himself. overcome a like difficulty in joining that Mjniatry) 
a~~ed.to the pUZZi;:: of th~· Fox and the Goose, an4, did not elearly 

eXPQund his idea. Wherellpon Mr. Dudley North said :-" It's bim
self he. t!leans-who left the Fox to go over to the Goose, and put 
the bag of ~ats in his pocket." His failures are told in three lines; 
but a volume would not hold the successful efforts of his drollery both 

irqiebate and in society. 



154 MR. TIERNEY. 

on no happy and almol:lt involuntary flights of fancy, 'or 
moods of mind, or any of the other incidents that affect 
and limit the inspirations of genius ;-hardly eve;n upon 
fire caught from an adversary's speech, or an accident 
in the debate, and which is wont to kindle the eloquence 
of the greater orators. Whoever heard. him upon any 
occasion, had the impression that such he would be 
upon all; and that whenever he chose it, he could make 
as good a speech, and of the same kind. lNor was that 
excellence small, or that description of oratory con
temptible. It was very effective at all times; at some 
times of great force indeed. His power of plain and 
lucid statement was not easily to be surpassed; and 
this served him in special stead upon questions of 
finance and trade, which he so often handled. His rea
soning was equally plain and distinct. He was as argu
mentative a speaker as anyone could be who set so 
little value upon subtilty of all sorts; and who always 
greatly preferred the sho.rter roads towards a conclu
sion, to laboured ratiocination, and quick retorts sug
gested by the course of the discussion, to anything ela
borate or long. In these retorts, whether of allusion, 

. or rCllartee, or personal attack, his excellence was very 
great. When occasion required it, he could rise into 
a strain of effective and striking declamation; and 
although never attempting any flight of a lofty kind, 
yet he never once failed to reach whatever he aimed at. 
Hi~ wit, or his humour. or his drollery, it would be very 
difficult to describe-nor easy to say how it shopld be 
classed. Perhaps, of the three words we hav&lused. in 

• 
order to be sure of comprehending or hitting it, the 
second, is the most.appropl"iate. He had the great re-
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qwsites of a powerful debater,-quickness in taking his 
ground and boldness in holding it; and could instantly 
perceive an enemy's weakness and his own COurse to 
take advantage of it. But we now speak of him when 
on his legs; for the defect in his character, of which we 
before made mention, followed him into the House of 
Commons, and he was wanting in decit;ion and vigour 
there also, until he rose, when a new man seemed to stand 
befor~ you. 

It remains to be said, that no man's private cbarac
ter stood higher in all respects; and, beside the most 
amiable domestic affections, he showed a very touching 
patience, and even cheerfulness, in sustaining the dis
tressing attacks of the illness under which he laboured 
for many of the latter years of his life. He was of 
strictly religrous habits, although without anything of 
either austerity or fanaticism; and is said to have left 
some devotional compositions, whieh prove how deeply 
impressed his mind was by the feelings connected with 
the most important of all subjects. It must not be for
gotten, in speaking of Mr. Tierney's adhcr~nce to the 
liberal party, during their long and all but hopeless ex
clusion from office, that he was neither sustained in his 
independent and honest course hy any enthusiasm or 
.fervour of character, nor Iilaced in ci;cumstances which 
made the emoluments of place indifferent to the com
forts of his life. A ~erson of his very moderate fortune, 
nnd plain. pract;cal, ~ven somewhat cold hahits ~nl6.nk
ing, ~pon questions which warm so many minds into the 
glo~ oi romantic pa.triotism, has double merit in per
severingly discharging his public duties, and turning a 
deaf ear to all the all urements of pCfNer. 
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As it is difficult to find a more correct representation of 
the Addington ministry than the noble person of whom 
we have recently been speaking,· so the popularity of 
that government was, like his, very much owing to the 
moderation of both its talents and its princfples. After 
the somewhat violent and overbearing, as well as war
like and arbitrary administration of Mr. Pitt,. they who 
both made peace with France, composed the internal 
dissensions of the country, and restored its free consti
tution, presented at the same time to its confidence 
only second-rate genius in every department save two; 
-a genius diluted and lowered to the moderate ~talld

ardwhich suits the public taste. These two exceptions 
were the Law anel the Navy. Of Lord Eldon we have 
already spoken; the present sketches would he imper
fect if Lord St. Vincent were passed over in silence; 
for he was almost as distinguished among the statesmen 
as the warriors of his age. 

This great captain, indeed, presented a union as 
rare as it was admirable, of the brightest qualities 
which can adorn b,?th civil and military life. He early 
distinguished himself in the naval profession; ·and 
was asso,ciated with Wolfe in those operations against 
Quebec, which crowned our arms with imperishable 
glory, and loaded our policy with a burden no'!; yet 
shaken off, though, as Lord St. Vincent early furesaw, . 

Lord Liverpool. 
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beooming every day more difficult to bear. An action 
which he soon after fought with the Foudroyant line
of-battle ship, was the most extraordinary display of 
both valour and skill witnessed in that war, so fertile 
in great exploits; and it at once raised his renown to 
the highest pitch. The peace then came; and it was 
succeeded by a war, the only one in which the fleets of 
England rea~ed no laurels; until just bef()J·e. its dose 
the bravery and seamanship of Rod.ney retrieved our 
naval honour. FQr near twenty years Sir John Jervis 
was thus unemployed; and in part this neglect must 
certainly be ascribed to the side in politics which he 
took,-being a Whig of Lord Shelbul'll..a(s p'OO1,
highly prized and unreservedly trusted by,;.tIa't able, 
sagacious, am! consistent statesman; than. whom hone 
ever entered into, the comhats of public life with an 
ampler provision of comhined capacit ·tion, 

," !'\I ' 

and none ever sustained the useful pa , 'Me acted, 
with more u'nsulli~d honour. This tribu. . (to truth and 
justice is due from Whigs to onp, who it suited the 
policy of 1783 to run down by every species of slander, 
partly in the prose of pamphlets, partly in the verse of 
P,asquinades, partly in the ,mixed fiction and prose of 
speeches,-merely because, not belonging to the party. 
he was audacious enough "to act for }limself, instead of 
making himself a tool of those who boasted that they 
never had confided ip him, at the moment th~y were 
complaining of his deserting their councils. 

'fRile Sir John Jervis remained during this long 
and eveI!tful period on shore, and unemployed in any 
branch of the public service; he accomplished himself 
by constant reading, by much refle~tion, by the" inter-
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course in which he ever delighted with men of learning 
and talents, as a statesman of profound views, and of 
penetration hardly equalled by any other man of his 
time. His natural acuteness no obstacle could impede; 
his shrewdness was never to be lulJed asleep; his saga
city no man ever found at fault; while his provident 
anticipations of future events seemed often beyond the 
reach of human penetration. We shall/tive a remark
able example of this in a matter of deep interest at 
the present moment. When Lord' Shelburne's peace 
(1783) was signed, and before the terms were made 
public, he sent for the Admiral, and, showing them, 
asked his opinion. "I like them very well," said he, 
" but there is a great omission." " In what ?" "In 
leaving Canada as a British province." , "How could 
we possibly give it up 1" inquired Lord Shelburne. 
" How can you hope to keep it 1" replied the veteran 
warrior. "With an English republic just established 
in the sight of Canada, and with a population of a hand
ful of English "ettled among a body of heredit<lry 
Frenchmen.-It is impossible; and rely on it you only 
retain a running sore, the source of endless disquiet and 
expense." " Would the country bear it? Have you 
forgotten Wolfe and Quebec?" asked his Lordship. 
"Forgotten Wol(eand Quebec? No; it is becausC"'I 
remember both. I served with Wolfe at ,Quebec; hav
ing liv~d so long I have had full pme for reflection Oft 

this matter; 'and my clear opinion is, that if" this fair 
occasion for giving up Canada is negleetedt nothi1ap; but 
difficulty, in either keeping or resigning it, will ever 
after be known." We give tbesubstance of this 're
Disrkable cOllversat;on as ,we have it from more 8Ol'Iroe& 
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of informa.tion than one; and the recollection of the 
parties is confirmed by the tone of the Earl's letters in 
1813, which we have seen. There wastben no question 
of a surl'euder; but he plainly shows the greatest dis
trust of our being suffered to retain the colony. 

When the war broke out ill ] 793, Admiral Jervis 
was soon employed on the Mediterranean and Lishon 
stations. W~at wonders he effected with an inade
quate force are well known to the profession. A 11 the 
world is aware of his glorious victOl'y over the Spanish 
fleet in February l797, when he defeated an enemy of 
nearly three times his force. Nor is there nny one who 
has not heard of the steady determination of purpose, so 
characteristic of the man, by which bis fleet was made 
ready to sail from the Tagus in as many hours as all but . . 
himself said days would be required for the preparation, 
after overland ad vices bad arrived at Lisbon of the 
enemy having put to sea. But the consmnmate vigour 
and wisdom of hjg proceedings during the dreadful 
period of the Mutiny are no Ics" a theme of wonder 
and of praise. It was the practice to dispatch mutinous 
vessels to serve under his orders, and he soon, by his 
masterly operations of combined mercy and justiee. re· 
duced them to order. restoring discipline by such exam
p~~s 8S should be most stri~ing, without being JQore 
numerous than absolute necessity required. The huma.ne 
ingenuity of his con~rivance, to make one e~e~ution 
produce the effect of many, by ordering it en an unusual 
day .(iiuDday morning) is well known. His prompt 
measureer of needful. and no more than the needful 
severity, were as effectual to ·quell. a formidable mutiny 
which broke out in the fleet that had' just return~lt from 
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.foreign service, and was suddenly ordered to the West 
Indies to watch the French expec.ition there. The 
revolt was at once subdued; the £:.eet set sail; and 
there never again was heard the whisper of discontent 
respecting the painful disappointment to which the men 
were thus subjected .. 

When the Addington ministry was formed, he was 
placed at the head of the Admiralty; ~nd I10W shone 
f011h in all its lustre that great capa~ityfor affairs with 
which he was endued by nature, and which ample ~x
perience of men, habits of command, and an extended 
life of deep reflection had matured. He laid the found
ation of a system of eeonomical administration which 
has since been extended from the navy to all the de
partments of the state. But it was bottomed on a 
searching scrutiny into the abuses of the exiE!ting sys
tem. The celebrated" Commission of Naval Inquiry" 
was his own work, and it both led to numberless dis
coveries of abuse and extravagance, and gave the exam
ple to all the similar inquiries whieh soon after followed. 
It did more: it introduced the whole subject of Eco
nomical Reform, and made it become, both in and out 
of Parliament, the principal object for many years of all 
our patriotic statesmen i-an object which alone tbey 
carried through ip spite of those ministerial majoritit:s, 
omnipotent upon every other controversy among the 
parties, in Parliament. It is i~possible to calculate 
what would have been the tiaving effected to the reve .. 
nues of this country had Lord St. Vincent presided over 
any great department of national affairs from the be
ginning of the war, instead of coming to our assist
ance hfter its cl~. But in proportion to his services 
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in ihis line of reformation, was the clamour '\'hich his 
operations excited against him. His unf'paring rigoul', 
his inflexible justice, his fixed detel'mination to expose 
delinquents how high soever-to dispense with useless 
services, how many hand8 soever might be flung out of 
the superfluous and costly employuH'nt,-raised against 
this great and honest statesman a host of enemies, nu
merous in e~ct proportion to the magnitude of the 
objects he had in view, amI exaf'peJ'ated in pl'Oportion to 
the unjust gaills of which he was depriving them: in 
other words, the hostility to which he was exposed was 
in an exact proportion to his merits. Nor did the grati
tude of the country, whom his COlll'Itge and disinterested
ness was thus serving so essentially, at all keep pace 
with the gl'eat .benefits which he bef'towed. The spirit 
of party interposed with its baleful influence; and when 
the Pitt and the Fox parties combined to forget their 
flnimof'ities, for the purpose of unseating Mr. Adding
ton, the ground eh08en by the new allies upon which to 
celebrate their union, and to COUllllp.nce their joint ope
rations, was an attack upon the naval adlllilii~tration of 
the only great. man whom the miuisters could bOltst of 
having among their number ;-the illush'ious warrior 
who, After defeating the en~mies of his country by his 
arms, had waged a yet more successfu.l war against her 
internal foes by his vigour as It reformer, his irrecon
cilableenmity to all a~uses, and his resistlessenaergy in 

putting them down. 
It .i~ hardly necessary to add. tha.t of eloquence, 01' 

dehliting ~ower, Lord St. Vincent had nothing what
ever; nor to such accomplishments did he lay any 
claim: Indeed he held the arts of rhetoric in sql'reme 

VOL. H, M 
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contempt; always {~ontenting himself with delivel~ing 
his own opinion when required, in tJle plainest lan
guage-and often expressing what he felt in sufficiently 
unceremonious terms. Not that he had anything at all 
of the roughness' often found in the members of the 
naval profession. On the contrary, his manners were 
those of a highly polished gentleman; and no man had 
more of the finished courtier in all his ovtward appear
ance and demeanour. His extreme courtesy, his ad
mirable address in managing men, the delicacy with 
\vhich he could convey his pleasure to inferiors, or his 
dissent t9 equals, 01' his remonstrance to superiors, being 
the external covering of as firm a determination as ever 
guided a human being, were truly remarkable; and 
gailled for him wjth persons of superfi9ial observation, 
01' imperfectly acquainted with his character, the repu
tation of being cunniug and insincere; \\' hen, in truth, 
it only a.rose ii'om a good-natured desire of giving as 
little needless uneasiness .as possible, and raising as few 
difficulties as he could upon matters foreign to his main 
purpose. \Vhen he went to the Tagus at the head of 
the expedition and the commission in 1806, the object 
being, in case Portugal proved indefensible against the 
threatened :French invasion: to make the royal family 
and principal noJ:>ility transfer the seat of govel'nm~Jlt 
to the Brazils, the proceedings of this Chief, in his two
fold ,cl\pacity of captain and sta~esman, were justly re
marked for 'the great talents and address which they 
exhibited. He began by cutting off all commul'lifation 
between his fleet and the ~and; this he effectM by pro
claiming an eight days' quarantine. His colleagues in 
the Commission H'aving joined him, he still Jlrevented 




