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his officers and men ii'olll JIJ'J(ling, but threw open all 
his ships to the natives of the place, ,vhose multitudes 
never ceased pouring through those gallant vessels, lost 
in admiration of their beauty, their .t:esistless force, and 
the perfect discipline of their crews. "'itll the eourt his 
intercourse now began; and the terror of his name, C\'en 
without his armament, would there have made him 
supreme. Tlie reluctance to remove was, of course, 
universal and deep-rooted; nor could any arrangement 
the expected invader might offcr prove less palatable 
than expatdation and banishment for life across the At
lantic to pampered vo]uptuaricR, the extent of whose ex
cursions had hitherto been the di;;tance between the town 
and the country palace. 13ut lIe arranged everything' 
for their voya[~e; and he was quite ready to compel 
their eml)(u'kation, His plan would have exposed his 
own person to some dauger, but would have required no 
application of military force, if nothing was attempted 
against the fleet, It sf'emed to have Leen borrowed 
from the celebrated seizure, by Corte:?:, of the Emperor 

Montezuma's person, in his capitu.l of Mexico; and 
the very few to whom he communicated it. while 
struck with the boldness of the design, saw that it was 
8$ happy as it was Lold, anf). had IlO doubt whatever of 
its perfect success. 

Althuugh we have noticed his contempt for the arti
fices of oratory, it is Demarkable that some of h)8 .most 
intimate friends were those who chiefly owed their re
nowu to its practice. Among these was Lord Erskine; 
and he enjoyed the friendshi.p of Mr. Fox and J../ord 
Grey. But he made a great difference between the 
eloquence of the senate and the ba;-a differertce not 
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perhaps marked hy his accllstomed sagacity and liberal 
views, yet suffidently easy to account for. Parlia
mentary speaking he regarded as mere" talk." He 
saw the noblest exertions of the orator, and also the 
speeches of longest duration ea circumstance much 
fitted to rouse his impatience) end, as he phrased it, in 
wind. The decision cam~, which he reckoned the 
result of the battle, and he could trace (no connexion 
between that and the preceding dt:bate. Hence, he 
deemed the whole "nonsense," ,< a farce," " a child's 
play;" without reflecting that in the long run discus
sion pI"oduces, directly or indirectly, its effect, as he 
probably would have done had h~ viewed the scene 
from what he would call "a safe distance; "-that is, 
so far off as not to have his early hours hterfered with, 
and his patience assailed IJY length of speech. The " 
trial of causes he viewed with other eyes. That he 
considered as business-as acting and not talking; and, 
having the highest admiration for the skill of an advo
cate, there was 110 society in which he rlelighted so 

much ·as that of the har. To hear his acute and 
even profound remarks upon the conduct of a cause, 
and the play of adverse counsel, every point of which, 
to the most minute and tec;hnical, he clearly comprt~
hended and highly relished, was one of the things that 
impressed the listener with the greatest opinion of his 
extraolldinary capacity. He viewed it as a fine opera
tion of attack and defence; and he often said that there 
was nothing which he ever more regretted than not hav
ing been able to attend the proceedings in the Queen's 
case. 

In'tecounting tte triumphs of his military genius, we 
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have not adverted to the extraordinary promptitude, 

and powers of combination which he displayed, when 
he equipped the finest expedition that ever was detached 
from a fleet, and sent it under Nelson up the l\Ieditel'

ranean. This illustrious hero always acknowledged, 
with the most affectionate gratitude. how much his vic
tory of the Nile was owing to this grand operation of 
his chief, for whom he felt and ever testified the most • prof()ll11(l veneration. Nor was auything ever more dis-

gustful to his truly noble and generous nature, than the 
attempts of that tribe, the worst kind of enemies, 01)('8-

simum inimicorum genus, laudatorf'lJ-,)-the mean pal'a

sites who would pay their court to himself by overrating 
his services at 8t. Vincent in 1797, and ascribing to 
him the glory of that memorable day. Their affection 

• became thus grounded upon thorough knowledge of each 
other's merits, alld the admiration which these COIll

manded was mutual; nor did the survivor ouce omit an 
opportunity of testifying the love he bore his illustrious 
friend, and his grief for the blow which took him from 
his country. On hoard his flag-ship, Oil all those great 
occasions when he entertained his ilUmerous followerlS, 

Nelson's Dirge 'was solemnly performed while they yet 
surrounded the table; and it was not diflicult to per
ceive that the great warrior's usual pmteml't for dis
plays of feeling here forsook him, and yielded to the 

impulse of nature and.of frieudship. 
So little effect on exalted spirits have UIC grovelling 

arts o~ little souls! He knew all the while, how at

tell1p~s had been made by Lord Nelson' Ii flatterers to I:'ct 
him up as the true hero of the Fourteenth of February; 

but never for an instant did the fcelilJgs towards Nelson 
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cross his mitJd, hy which inferior natures would have 
been swayed. In spite of all these invidiuus ar~s, he mag
nanimously sent him to Aboukir; and, by unparalleled 
exertions, which Jervis alone could make, armed him 
with the means of eclipsing his own fame. The mind 
of the historian, weary with recounting the deeds of 
Imman baseness, and mortified with contemplating 
the frailty of illustrious men, gathers ac soothing re
fi'eshment from such scenes as these; where kindred 
genius, exciting only mutual admiration and honest 
rivalry. gives birth to no feeling of jealousy or envy, 
and the dlaracter whieh stamps real greatness is 
found in the genuine value and native splendour of the 
mass, as well as in the outward beauty of the die; the 
highest talents sustained by the pures~t virtue; the 
capacity of the statesman, and the valour of the hero, 
outshone by the magnanimous heart, which beats only 
to the measures of generosity and of justice. 

Nor let it be deemed any abatement of this pra;se if 
the undeniable truth be stated, that ~o two men in the 
same professional c~reer, and both of consummate ex
celIe,nce, ever offered more points of marked diversity 
in all the particulars which distinguish character and 
signalise the kinds of huma~ genius. Alike in courage, 
except that the v,alour of the one was ffi(\re buoyant .. 
more constitutional-of the other, more the steady re
sult o,f .reflection, and the produ{:e of many great qua:-

. lities combin~d, than the mere mode of temperament;
alike without any difference whatever in that faroh~gher 
quality, moral courage, and political, which is 'the high
est pitch of it ; alike in perfect nautical skill, the result of 
talent's·matured by· ample experience, and of the sound 
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jud~ment which never disdains the most trifling details, 
but holds nothing trivial connected with an important 
subject ;-yet, even in their professional abilities, these 
great captains differed: for the more ,stern mind of the 
one made him a severe disciplinarian, while the amiable 
nature of the other seduced hinl into an habitual relax
ation of rules whose rigorous enforcement galled, if it 
did not wound, his kindlier feelings. Not that either 
Jervis stooped to the fopperies by which some little 
minds render the service entrusted to their hands as 
ridiculous as themselves; or that Nelson failed to exact 
strict compliance with rules, wherever their iufractiou 
would be manifestly hurtful: but the habits of the two 
men upon ordiuary occasions were oppof.ite, and might 
he plainly seen by an inspection of the ships that bore 
their flags. So~ too, Nelson was unequal to the far-seeing 

'preparation and unshaken steadfastness of purpose re-
quired to sustain a long-continued operation; and would, 
therefore, ill have borne the monotony of a blockade, 
such as that which kept Cplliugwnod for years on ship
board, or that which Jervis maintained oft' Brest with 
the Channel fleet. It is also undeniable, that, although 
nothing could exceed the ueauty and perfect fitness of 
his dispositions for action when the whole operations 
were reduced to their ultinlatc point, yet he could not, 
like Jervis, have formed the plan of [l' naval campaign; 
or combined :tll the operations over a large range of 
coast and sea, making ~ach part support tiH: othe~, while 
all cO\loduced to the main purpose. Thus, too, it may 
be d~ubt~d if St. Vincent would have displayed that 
sudden, almost intuitive promptitude of decision, tIle 
result more of an ardent soul than It penetratjn~.saga. 
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city, which led Nels01! to his marvellous course from the 
old world to the new in 1805; wben he in an instant 
discovered that the French fleet had sailed to the "Test 
Indies, and having crossed the Atlantic in chase of them, 
again discovered that they had returned; and appeared 
in Europe almost as soon as the enemy arrived, whom 
the mere terror of his tremendous name had driven be
fore him from hemisphere to hemisphere. That the 
movements of his illustrious master would have been as 
rapid, and his decision as prompt, had the conjecture 
impressed itself on his mind ,vith the same force, none 
can doubt; and it may be fllrther admitted, that sueh a 
peremptory will as the latter l-Ihowed-such a fixed reso
lution to he oheycd,-l:'ueh an ohdurate, inflexill,le, un
teachable ignorance of the word l( impossihle," when 
any preparation ,vas to he made,-for~ned no part of 
Nelson's character; although he showed his master's 
profound and crass ignorance of that word-the mother 
tongue of little souls-when any mighty feat was to be 
done, such afl flouls like these cannot rise to compre
hend. He who fought the great fight with the Fou
droyant, would have engaged his ,spanish first-rates, 
had his flag off St. Vincent floated like Nelson's over 
a seventy-four; btlt Nelson could not have put to sea in 
time fOI" il1;tercep!ing the 8panish fleet, any more than 
he could have cured or quelled the mutinous contagion 
which infected and distracted Jervis's crews on the eve 
of the action, 

If, even in a military view, these great warri0rs thus 
differed, in all other respects they are rather :0 be con
trasted than compared. "'bile it was hard to tell whe
ther .Tervis excel:ed most in or out of his profession, 
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Nelson was nothing on shore-nay, had weaknesRes, 
which made the sea air as necessary, if not to his IIwntal 
condition, at least to bis renown, as it is to the bodily 
health of some invalids. The great mind of the one 
was the natural ally of pride; the simpler nature of the 
other became an easy prey to vanity, The latte!' felt so 
acutely the delight of being loved and admired hy aU
for to all he was kind hirnself,-that he could not either 
indulge ill it with moderation, or cuncea) it from the 
world. Severely great, retiring within himself, occu
pied with his own reflectiolls, the former disregarded 
the opinion of those whom he felt destined to cOlllllland; 
and only descended to gain men's favour that he might 
avail him~elf of their co-operation, whkh he swiftly 
c(lnve/ted into service. "Thilc Nelson thought aloud. 
Jervis's words' were little apt to betray the feelings that 

, ruled, or the meditations that occupied his mind. The 
one was great only in action; the other combined in a 
rare, perhaps au unexampled manner, all the noLle 
qualities which make council vigoro1ls and comprehen. 
sive, with those which render execution prumpt and, 
sure. In the different temper of' the men's minds, 
you could easily tell that tIle one would be generally 
popular, from the devotion which the multitude always 
pay to brilliant valour, and the affection which a 
gentle, kind, and innocent nature is calculated to 
win; while th~ other, with courage as undaunted, 
though eclipsed by greater and rarer qualitie~, ' stood 
too far,. removed from the weaknesses of ordinary men 
to appear in such an amiable light; and by the ex
tent of ,his capacity and his habits of command, se
cured the respectful submission of others more ~han he 
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won their love. Yet, while of Nelson it was justly said 
that no serious breach of discipline was ever overlooked 
by him; of Jervis it was as truly observed, that all good 
officers-all men employed under him, whether in civil 
or military service-spoke of him as they felt, with ad
miration of his genius, approaching to enthusiasm; 
although the followers of his illustrious friend adored 
their idol with yet more fervent devotion. In his poli
tical opinions, this great commander was liberal and free, 
ever preferring the humane and elllightened side; and 
though loyally attached to the constitution of his coun
try, yet careless what offence he might give to existing 
rulers by the unrestrained openness of his sentiments 
upon public affairs. AcconUugly, he was even le~s a 
favourite with George III. and his court, than his great 
master, whose party was always opposed 'to that narrow
minded and bigoted prince. 

It is truly painful to fling in tl1at shade, without which 
this comparative sketch would lose all likeness to its 
original. The conduct of Lord St. Vincent was alway;; 
high anti decorous; and although he had a singular aver
sion to cant of any~ind, nor to any more than that of an 
overdone and pharisaical morality, he never lowered, in 
his own person, the standard of private any more than of 
public virtue; wisely holding all conspicuous men as 
trustees for the cl;aracter of the people, and iu some sort 
representatives of the people's virtues. Lord Nelson, 
in an° u"nhappy moment, suffered himself to fall into the 
snares laid for his honour by regal craft, and baltgd with 
fascinating female charms. But for this, he might' have 
defied all the malice of his enemies, whether at sea or on 
shore, ,in the navY':or at the court; because nothing is 
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more true than that great merit is safe f)'om all enemies 
save one-safe and secure, so its possessor will only not 
join its fOes. Unhappily, he formed this inauspicious 
junction, and the a1lian~e was fatal to his fame. 
Seduced by the profligate urts of one woman, and the 
perilous fascinations of another, he lent himself to 
a proceeding deformed hy the blackest colours of 
treachery and ~f murder. A temporary aherration of 
mind can explain though not excuse this dismal period 
of his history. 

'fhe sacred interests of truth and of virtue forhid us 
to leave the veil ovel' these afHiding scenes undrawn. 
But, having once lifted it up, on seeing that it lays 
hare the failings of Nelson, we may he suifere(l to Jet 
it drop over a J)icture far too sad to dwell upon, even 
for a moment! 
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THE history of George Ill.'s long and. eventful reign 
presents to us no one domestic event so important in its 
consequences, both immediate and remote, as the rash 
and hazardous tampering with the currency, first by :Mr. 
Pitt, under the pressure of the pecuniary embarrass
ments which his wars had occasioned, and next by 
the Liverpool ministry and the 'Vhigs in their determi
nation to restore the standard suddenly and without 
compromIse. 

In 1797 the Bank of England was found to labour 
under extreme difficulties, from the export of bunion, 
the state of trade gen~rally, and the financial demands 
of a Government which was borrowing millions year!y 
to fill the devouring gulf of war expenditure, and to sub
sidize half the cOlltinental powers. It was perceived 
that either the War 01' the Bank must stop, and the 
latter alternative was at once chosen. An Order in 
Council was issue~ to prohihit it from paying in specie; 
an Act was pa8sed to sanction this order, and euahle 
country. banks to pay in Bank of England paper; and the 
slaves of the ,Government, through the press and in Par
liament, contended for five long years that this r;t"'ppage 
had no tendency to depreciate Bank notes, antI had ~o 
tendency to increase their issue! That the over-issue. 
aud cOllsequently file depreciation, was for some years 
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extremely inconsiderable, is certain; but these talkers, 

reasoners they cannot be termed, denied even the tend

ency of the suspension to cause either lwcr-issue or 

depredation, and affirmed that both were wholly im

possible. 

In 1803, l/Ol'd King, caring little now ftlr the argu

ment of tendency, demonstra.ted by the plainest evidelll'c 

of fads, tha.t the depreciatioll had actually taken place; 

indeed the market price of gold having riscu above its 

current price, distinr:tly pro\'ed it; aud the only wonder 

is, that .Mr. Thornton awi 1\11'. Homer should not, iu 

discussing the subject the year \Jefore, han~ cOllie to the 

same concluliion. 

It was Bot in the nature of this deprl'eiation to 1:'top. 
while its cause .continued to operate. 1\11'. l)itt Ilnd his 

,supporters, of course, denied it. He who had refused 

to believe in the existence of the army assel11hled at 

Dijon in 1800, and charged with disaffection a respeet
able mercantile man for wl'iting to his London eorl'e

spolldent that this force was about to eros" tIle Alps, and 

who never ,,,"ould listen to allY accoullt of it until it had 

destroyed the power of Austria at Marengo, might well 

be expected to shut his eyes against all the filets from 

Change-alley, and all the Il.,rgumcnts of Lord King, to 

show that he lwd intruded iuto the oountry Ii debased 

currency, when he banished all gold ii'om its circulation. 

But the transactel's of; traffic all over the world lV~re as 
deaf to the charmer of the selJate, as he was blind to the 

facts. m'Jre his eyes; and the Bank-note soon fell to 

the price 'of 17 s. and 18~·. for a pound. Lord Gren

ville, to his great honour, was the tirst alllollg the 

authors of the misd!ievous policy of 17V7 to ije~cei\'e 
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its consequences, and through the rest of his life~ he 
was the man who mo:;,t deeply regretted it. 

In 1811 this evil had gone on to such a length, that 
the market price of gold rose from the Mint price of 
31. 17 s. lO!d. to as high as 51. 8s., and at one moment 
it even reached 51. lls., amounting to 42 per cent. of 
rise, and corresponding to an equal depreciation; so 
that the pound-note was about this time sunk to about 
14s. value in specie. Aceordingly, a rt:gular traffic 
was carried on in this article; guineas and silver were 
bought and sold at this premium, and Bank-notes were 
taken at this discount. 

rrhis was the time chosen by the House of Commons 
for voting, by a great majority. a resolution that the 
Bank-note was worth twenty shillings, N that a guinea 
in gold was worth a pound-note and a shilliug, and, 
with admirable consisteney. to pass a law making it a 
misdemeanor to give more or less! There was but 
one farther step for such a body to take, and that was 
to declare, that two and two are equal to six, and to 
imprison anyone ,who reckoned differently. 

In spite of this gross and revolting absurdity, without 
any l)arallel in the history of deliberative hodies, and 
only to be matched in the a,nnals of pampered despots 
mad with the Ctljoyment of power, the depreciation 
continued; the gold was wholly excluded from circula
tion; all that the Mint coined was instantly exported; 
neither debtors nor creditors knew how to reckon, and 
no man cou1d ten the value of his property. 'ntruth, 
the havoc which the depreciation had made with all the 
dealin~ of men was incalculable. Those who had 
lent tHelr money ;hen the currency was at par, were 
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compelled to receive the depreciated money in }layml'ut, 
and thus to lose 30 or 40 pel' cent. of their capital. 
'fhose who had let land or houses on a lease, must take 
so much less rent than they had 8tipulatet'l to receive. 
Above all, those who had lent their money to the 
country were ohliged to take two-thirds only of the 
interest for which they had bargained, and were liable 
to be paid off jvith two-thirds of the principal. Any 
considerahle fluctuation in the money circulation ever 
produces habits of gambling and extravagance; and all 
the mercantile transactions of the community, as well as 
all its private concerns, assumed this eomplexion, to 
which the wicked aud absurd policy of the Orders in 
Council, another consequence of the war, greatly con
tributed, by destroying the regular and respectable mer
cantile dealings of the country, aud introducing a 
clandestine, contraband system, with the avowed inten
tion of defeating the enemy's decrees against our trade, 
hut also in order to mitigate underhand the pressure of 
our own retaliating measures. 

At length the attention of' Pal'liame.nt, chiefly through. 
the press, was awakened to the state of our affairs. 
The labours of the Bullion Committee under Mr. 
Horner, aided by Mr. Thornton and Sir H. Parnell, . 
had .opened all men's eyes to the fact o( the depreciation. 
It was in vain that the incredible resolution of the same 
year, and, shameful to relate, passed three montlV' .after 
the debate in which .Mr. Canning's inimioo.ble speech 
h~d d~menstl'ated the whole propositions of the subject, 
was cited 'against the over-issue, and its inevitable con
sequences. The Government at length saw that some
thing muat 'he done to stop the depre~iation of the Bank 
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paper, and ~'restore the standard; and the' only argu
ment for delay was the necessity of continuing the war 
expenditure-one of the most urgent reasons, certainly, 
for instantly applying a remedy to the enormous evil. 

At length the government of Lord .Liverpool, under 
the influence of Mr. Peel, who was one of it$i:!:otSM 
powerful supporters though not then in office, under
took the settlement of the question; am a committee 
-was appointed, which, after a full inv.Olstigation· of the 
subject, reported in favour of an unqualified resumption 
of cash payments. Mr. Ricardo, not yet a Member of 
Parliament, but who had contrilJUted more than anyone, 
except Lord King and l\lr. Horner, to the establish
ment of the depreciation, by his able writings upon the 
question, bad a great influence upon the. decision of the 
Committee and the plan adopted by it for restoring the 
standard. Mr. Peel being chairman of the Committee, 
brought in the Bill, which was warmly supported by 
the Whigs, they claiming a kind of peculiar prof,erty 
in tlIe question. from the support which they had always 

; given to Lord Kil!g and Mr. Horner. 
The suddenretul'nto specie had of course this inevi

taa~ltsequence, that all deMs eontracted during the 
depreciation in the depreciated currency w.ere now 
payable in good .money at par, so that if anyone had 
borrowed a thousand pounds during tile last ten years, 
he ha~ now to pay thirteen hundred. And so of all time 
bargains: tenants had their rents raised in the same 
proportion, and the country became liable tv pay one 
hundred pounds for every seventy wllich it had borrowed. 
The effect produced upon all prices was equally consi
derahle, but was not so p~cious to the country. The 
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~ase of landowners was, on the whole, the haJ·dcst. 

They had laid out money in purchases, or in improve

ments, and had genemlly borrowed a large portion of 
the sums thus expended. All prices wt're now l'cduepd, 

and they were liable to pay their creditors twenty "hil

lings for every fourteen that they had horrowed. The 
result was, that a considerable body of these unioliunate 

men were llml left without enough 10 pay their credi
tors, and some of the class had even lost their whole in

come. It is fit to consider these things when so gt'eut 

/:I. dissatisfaction is felt with their opposition to It repeal 
of the Corn Laws. 

There are very many reflecting persons who now 

deeply lament the course which the Goverumeut and 

th~ Opposition combined together to pursue in H,] H. 

The a~gument: that prices were ouly affeded iu propoJ'
tion to the differenee betwet~n the market all!! the Millt 

prices of gold at the period of greate!o!t depreciation, 
seemed unsatisfactory, because those prices havillg risen 

in a greater proportion than thl~ difli~rellee II uring the 

dep.reciation, it seemed reasonable to l'X pc/>t that thi~ 

difference would not be the mcasur:~ of the fall which 

the resumption of cash paymenti' Illight oceasion. How

ever. one thing was certain, that no regard was shown 

in the great and sudden, and somcwha: violent, measure 
of 1819, to the ease of aU borrowers during the deprecia

tion, including the state itself, and that it was anvthing 
• • J. 

rather than a proof of relief being extended., or evidence 

of jU&t.it.e being done to the bonowers between 1810 
and .l820. that the lenders between 1790 and l~OO, 
who had been paid off between 1810 aJld 1820, had 

been severe sufferers by the ~epreciation of the c"''''''ency 
VOL. II. N 
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they were paid in. If the two bodieR of borrower!" and 
lenders had continued the same all alCtng, the argument . 

would have been unan!"werable. In the actual case it 
was a gross abRurdity; for it was assumi~g that one 
man might be fairly obliged to pay twenty Rhillings 
for every fourteen he had borrowed, becaUl;te another 
man 'had been paid only fourteen shillings for every 
twenty he had lent. 

Any account of George IlL's reign would be most 
imperfect which did not dwell upon this important part 
of it; and in order to complete the view of those states
men who directed the public affairs durin~ the same 
period, it is necessary that the eminent individuals 
should be commemorated, who, having horne the princi
pal share in the controversy respecting the depreciation, 
may be considered a~ the guides of the ~1Ounder policy 
which led to a restored currency, although the mannpr 
of effecting the restoration is liable to much and just 
observation. 

Mr. Horner having entered public life without any 
advnntage of rall~ or fortune, though of a respectable 
family, had, in a very short time, raised himself to a 
high place among the members of the vVhig party, (t') 
which he was attached alike from sincere conviction, and 
from private frieJildship with its chief!;,) by the effect of 
a most honourable and virtuolls character in private life, 
a steady adherence to moderat~ opinions in politics, 
talents of a· high order, anti information at once ac
curate and extensive upon all subjects conne~d,. with 
state affairs. Not that his studies had been oonfined to 
these; for his education, chiefly at Edinburgh, had been 
most 'liberal , and had put him in possession of far more 
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knowledge upon the subjects of general philo!'oplJy, 

than falls to the lot of most English statesmen. An 
thp- departments of moral scienee he had cultivated 

in an especial manner; and he was well grounded 

in the exacter sciences, although he had not pursued 

these with the same assiduity, 01' to any consider

ahle extent. 'rhe profession of the law, which he 

followed, ratl~r disciplined hill mind than distracted it 

from the more attraetive and elegant pursuits of lite

rary leisure; and his taste, the guide and control of 
eloquence, was manly and chaste, erring on the fmfer 
side of fastidiousness. Accordingly, when he joinL"'(l his 

party in Parliament, his oratory was of a. kiud which 
never failed to produce a great efieet, k.lld he only did 

not l'ea.ch the, highest pla.ce among dehaters, hecausc 
he wa.s cut off prematurely, n'hile steadily a.dvancing 

upon the former successes of his career. For although 
in the House of Commons he had never given the reius 

to his imagination, and had rather confined hiuu;clf to 
powerful argument and lumiuoufl Rtatemcnt than in

dulged in declamation, they who ~new hilll, awl JIIlQ. 
heard him in other debates, were aware of hjH powerR 

as a declaimer, and expected the day which should see 
him shining also in the more oruamental palts of ora
tory. 

The great question of the Currency had been tho

'roughly studied byhi!n at an early period of li~, wIlen 
the writings of Mr. Henry Thornton and Lord King tirst 
opened-men's eyes to the depreciation which Mr. Pitt's 

• 
ill-starre« policy had occasioned. With the former he 
,bad partaken of the doubts by which his work left the 
f.luest~n . overcast in I ~(}2; the ad1nirahle and> fndeed 

N2 
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(lecisive d-emonstration of the latter in the next year, ~n
tirely removed those doubts; and 1\1r: Horner, following 
up the able paper upon the subject, which he had con
tributed to the Edinburgh Review at its first aj)pear
allee, with a second upon Lord King's work, avowed 
his conversion, and joined most powerfully with those 
WllO asserted that the currency had been depreciated, 
and the metallic money displaced by the. inconvet,tible 
Bank IHtpp.r. In HnO, he moved for that famous Bul
lioIl Committee, whofole labours left no doubt upon the 
matter in the minds of any rational person endowed with 
even a tolerable clearness of understanding; and the 
two speeches which he made, upon woving his resolu
tions the year after, may justly be regarded as fini8hed 
models of eloquence applied to such ~uhjects. The 
fame which they acquired for him was great, solid, 
lasting; and though they might be surpassed, they were 
certainly not eclipsed, by the wonderful resources of· 
dose argument, profound knowledge, and brilliant 
oratory, which Mr. Canning brought to bear upon 
tJle. (juestion, and of which no one more constantly 

• 
than Mr. Horner acknowledged the transcendaut 
merits. 

\Vhen the subject of tbe ,Holy Alliance was brought 
forward by Mr. B{.ougham, early in the session of 1816, 
Mr. Horner, who had greatly distinguidled himself on 
all th~ ,questions connected witl) what the Ministers 
pleasantly ct..lled "the final settlement of Europe," 
during the absence oftbe fonner frolll'ParJitlfllMlt, was 
now found hone~tly standing by his friend, alld allnost 
alone of the regular "'hig party declaring his belief in 
the de~p-laid conspiracy, which the hypocritical phrases 
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and specious pretences of the Allies were spread out to 

cover. 1'he part he took upon the deLate to which the 
tteaties gave rise, showed that there was no pOl·tion of 
the fitmous arrangements made at Vienna, to which he 
had not sedulously and suc~essfllily dh'ected his attention. 
His speech on that occasion was admitted to be oue of 
the best ever delivered iu Parliament; amI it was truly 
refreshing to iteal' questions of Foreign Policy, usually 
discussed with the !"upel'ficial knowledge, the narrow 
and confused vip-ws to he expected in the productions 

of ephemeral pens, now treated with a depth of calm 
reflection, an enlarged perception of complicated rela
tions, and a provident f()retllOught of conse'lllences, ouly 
exceeded by the spirit of fl'eedom and justice which ani
mated the whVle discoul'He, and the luminous clearness of 
statement which made its drift plain to every hearer. 

But this able, accomplished, and excellent person 

was now approaching the tt'l'm assigned to his ufolefiII 
and honourable course hy the mystlll'ious dispensations 

under which the world iii ruled. A complication of 
extraordinary maladies soon aftenrards predu1ed. 8Jl 
further exertion, and, first confinillg his attention to the 
care of his health, bei()re a year was over from the date 

of his last brilliant displ,ay, hrought him deeply and 
universally lamented to an untimely .grave, 

---------------_._---------
It deeerves'tu be notllll, as a marvellous instance ofotl\at truly 

learned conjecture by which the skill of Dr. Baillie "as distinguished, 

that aft,r many other physicians had severally given their opinioos 
(Ill .~ n,ture of Mr. Horner's hidden complaints, Dr. Baillie at 

om:e decided agaioBt all thOB~ ~heories; but: when he came to l'!0poee 
hia own, avowed the extreme uncertailltv i~ which 80 obscure Hud 
difficultla case had left 'him. However, b~ said that he gllcis~d it was 
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" Ostemlent terri!! hunt: tantum fata, neque ultra 
Elise sinent. Nimium vobis Romana ptopago 
Visa potens, Superi, propria hooe Ili dona fuissent!" 

When the new writ waR moved, on his decease, for 
the borough of St. Mawes, which he represented under 
the liberal and enlightened patronage ofi the Bucking
ham family, Lord Morpeth· gave a striking sketch of 
his character. Mr. Canning. Sir S. ROlnilly, Mr. W. 
Elliott, and others, joined in the conversation, and Mr. 
H. Lascellest observed, with universal assent, that if 
the form of the proceeding could have admitted of a 
questiun heing put upon M,:. Horner's merits, there 
would not have been heard one dissentient voice. 

To Lord King was due the detection 'and the proof 
of the eilects actually produced by Mr. Pitt's fatal, 
measures, as has already been stated; and the excellent· 
individual who rendered so great a service to his 'coun
t.ry, was distinguished for qualities of a very high order. 
To a strong natural understanding, which eminently ex
ceIIed in clearness of perception and quickness of appre
hension, he joined habits of study seldom found in the 
pat~'ician order, but which, as well as his sound and en
lightened principles, might \vell be expected in one who 
had the glory of descending from the b~cond of English 

one or the other.of two maladies so rlue that he had only seen a cue 
or two of the one, and the other never but in a MuselUIl Qf. ;mo.rbid 
anatomy. When the body was opened by Vacca at Pill'rwhere he 
died, it was found that hoth those rare diseases existed. 

'" N ow Lord ClI.rlislel 
t N~w Lord Harewood. 
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philosophers; for he was the persona.l representative of 
Locke,-his grandfather, the Lord Chancellor Kiu~, 
having been the nephew and ward of that illustrious 

person. Although he had far too little amllition, too 
little thirst for power or for literary fame, ever to exert 
his talents in anything like their full extent, he bad 
passed his life in reading, with little othe1" object than 
to occupy his time agreeably and to improve his miRd. 
His information, therefore, was extensive and accurate i 
with most parts of historical, philosophical, and theolo
gical controversy, he was familiarly conversant; uud he 
had gathered from all his studies and all his refleetions, 
a firm belief in the title of the people to as la.rge a por
tion of liberty and of power as they are capable of en
joying with ~dvantage to themselves; a deeply rooted 
('onviction of the sinfulness as well as the folly of into
lerance, religious or civil; and an habitual veneration for 
the pursuit of truth and truth alone, ill all inquiries whe
ther practical or ~peculative. In following this worthy 
object he was as little to be daunted hy perils in action as 
to be scared by consequences in arg~ment. Diffi...cultil1S 
had more influence over him by far than dangers; for 
though he was of an active tum of mind, and applied 
himself to his favourite pursuits, whether of agl'iculture 
or study, with assiduity; y~t as he ha~ no great stimulus 
from ambition or from vanity, he cared little to struggle 
with what COtlt troubl.e, as loug as he could occqP] him
self as well in easier pursuits. The jmmess with 
whifh41e stood up on all occa.sions for his principles, the 
great d~trines of civil and religioqs liberty, would have 
done honour to the saints and martyrs of the seventeenth 
century" The offence which he g'ttve by his .warfare 
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with'eccltlsiustieal· establishmerlts neverabtrted. his hoe. 
tilnYJ;i,Sllperficia:l rnenfancied they'!!KW in this coune 
abiindicationof indifference to religion itself ; whereas, 

oae bfhischief. reasons for .objecting toa. state eNdow .. 

ment, was its tendency to undermine religion, as he 

thought whether rightly or erroneously, and its liability 

robe perverted into an engine against the liberties of 

the country. ' 

With the solicl·qualities which have been described, he 
possessed others of a lighter kind, and to the more valua
ble acquirements of extensive study, he added Ecveralof 
the more tl'ivial but more elegant accomplishments. He 

had a keen sense of the ludierous: his taste in composition 
was pure; his style natural, simple, and clear. Nothing 
can be more adnlirably written than his ceJebrated Tract 
on the Currency; of which the philosophy, too, h. as ex
cellent as the argument and the inferences are practical. ' 

He had an excelleut taste in gardening and in archi.' 
tecture, down to its most minute details; nor was there 
a more perfect draughtsman for the more ornamental 
pad~ of rooms, upon the pure models which in Italy he 

'. It 

hlUi studied, than the political economist who could 
unravel all the lnysteries of currency and exchanges, the 

philosopher who could thro\y light 011 the darker pas
sages of metaphys;cal science. 

This distinguished person was equally delightful in 

privat~ ,::tndrespectable in public .life. His gaiety was' 
perpetual; lUttural, lively, playful, no one was more 
easily interested and amused; fewbroligbtmo1"eiolo the 
stock of entertalnmpnt.·· . 'fhe difrerent-e of r8Dks was 
probably less known to him than to anyone of the order 
to wh'kh he belon(ged.Pride of every' kind was as 
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alien to his Duture as vanity. He seemed uncollscious 
tU.lLt the Chancellor King or the philosopher Locke had 

ever lived; and equally unconscious of his own exist
ence.' It should 8eem, indeed, that the fact of the Lord 
Chancellor'scxistence hlt8 been also ohliterated fl'om tile 

recollection of his surviving tinnily; for tile name and 
title of King has heen abolished, and some other one 

wholly ullkn(}wn substitutetl in its stead. If thi~ has 
been done from a noble de!lire to illustrate an ob!!Cure 
title by great actions, 'tis well. But in the mean time it 
may berernarked, ttmt the Government ought to have eol'
l'eeted this· apparellt waut of memory, and peremptorily 

refused an arrangement by which all traces are ex
punged fl'om the Peerage of one who was an ornament 

to the order; one who was elevated to hi~ rank for . . 
gre:tt public services, whose name was the property of 
his pl'Ofession and his coulltry. 

THE third of the persons who lJave heen mentioned 

in connexion with the Cunelley qucl.'tion, was lUI'. 
Ricardo; a person of good ini()rTlIlltioll awl grc~r. 

ability, though not overtopping all others in lea-trn
ing. nor entitled to be rcekoned a mUll of geui"W. 
The originality of some speculations (Ill political 
economy, in wbich he engaged, ~as, indt'..ed, unde
niable ; for, o.lthough the doctrine of rent now gene
raUy received Juul been broached some. yea;s· before 
by S:,.r Edw.ard West, afterwards Chief Judge at 
BoI:lba~ he delivered it in an obscure pamphlet, which , 
being published anonymously attracted no attention, 
and W~U! quite unknown both to l\ftr. 1\1althus iWld 1\1r. 
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Ricard.o at the time their controversy began. This 
furnishes an additional proof, however, \ of the truth 80 

universally observed in all departments of science, that, 
discoveries being made gradually, and when.many 

'mea's minds are bent in the same direction, the new 
light seldom breaks upon one eye alene, and a doubt 
may almost always be raised who is the person that 
really made the step. \ 

The habits of this able and exceHent person were 
those of business, and business of a. contracted kind; as 
little likely to fit the mind for abstract and general in
quiries as to point the notice towards them. His life 
had been passed on the Stock Exchange, like that of 
so many members of the Jewish persuasion to which 
his family originally belonged. But his leisure hours 
had heen devoted to study, and no man was better ac
quainted with all the ordinary topics of political inform- . 
ation. '''hen the Bullion Question was forced upon' 
the attention of Parliament and the country, by the 
manifest effects of inconvertible bank-paper having so 
long .~een issued ,by the Bank of England, and still 
more, perhaps, by the excessive issue of country bank
notes, contrary to all the speculative arguments of the 
Pitt school, founded upon a ,fallacious notion that their 
heing made paya41e in Bank of England paper, im
posed an effectual check upon their issue, whereas 
countt;v~ people, preferring paper. on which names well' 
known to them were seen, never thought of making 
any such exchange, 1\11'. Ricardo took a part • .i~ the 
controversy that arOJlSe, and publislled one or two tracts 
on the depreciation. Lord King had first demonstrated 
this a\;·early as 18\)4, the book of Mr. Thornton, and 
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Mr. Horner's ahle and learned analysis of it in the 
" Edinburgh Review," having left this important ques

tion altogether undecided. But Mr. Ricardo's argu
ments.and his facts, added to his great practiclll know
Jedge of all monetary (lup-stions, proouced a powerful 
impression, and greatly aided the proceedings of the 
first Bullion Committee, that of 1810. As a lite
rary perforrnapce the pamphlet had a merit almo'lt 
equal to that of its argument and its information. The 
style was simple, clear. and nervous; showing powers, 
both of reasoning and l)f explanation, which were of a 
high order, and disfig-ured hy no deviation whatever 

from the rules of correct taste. 
During the few succeeding yearfl, in the enjoyment 

of high repu~tion among political eeonolllists, and 
taking a distinguished place among literary nwn, he 
continued his lahours as an author, and, consolidating 

'his views in one work, gave to the world his excellent 
treatise on his favourite science, whieh, with Mr. Mal
thus's Essay on the" Principle of Population," dividel'l 
the claim to a second place, after H!e "Wealth p-a. 
tions," among the books which this country has produced 
upon the important science of Economics. Meanwhile 
his conttoversial discussions with Mr. Malthu8 and 
others were conducted in a sj,irit of capdour and genuine 
unaffected good-bumour, joined to first·rate ability and 

argumentativt: skill,· that makes them a model. for all 
sueteeding oombats.nts in the field~of reasol'ling. The 

disti!lguished men who carried 'on this discussion in 
public, t4trough the prees, hetrayeil no heat or impa
tience of temper-no anxiety to take an unfair ad vantage 
-no wieh toeatch at trifling omissiohs or slipA-nt>thing 
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of· heat or animosity whatever; they were manifestly 
impressed with one only desire and in pursuit of one 
object alone-desirous only that the truth should be dis
covered-the truth, the sole object of their t;earcll ; and 
although there was involved in the contest the question 
of their own fame, it was conducted as calmly as a game 
at chess or the investigation of a problem in the matlie-

matics. ( 

The Bill which usually goes by Mr. Peel's Dame 
had been passed for restoring the currency a short 
time before Mr. Ricardo came into Parliarnent; but the 
Committee (commonly called the Second Bullion Com
mittee), out of whose Report the measure arose, had 
fully adopted the princi pIe and had clearly followed the 
plan laid down by Mr. Ricardo. When he took his 
place in the House of Cum mons, after the high reputa
tion which had preceded him, he necessarily apppared 
to some disadvantage under the weight of the great ex~ 
pectations formed of him. But, as far as these \vere 
reasonable, however ample, they were fully answered. 
His speaking, his conduct, his mannel', were all unex
ceptIonable, and a'1I suited to the man, his high station 
among philosophers, his known opinions on political 
affairs, his kindly nature, and his genuine modesty. 
'l'here was sometJling about him, chiefly a want of aU 
affectation as well as pretension in everything he said or 
did, that won the respect 'of every party. His matter 
was e~~r of high value. Whtlth~r you agreed ordiffered 
with him, you were weU'pleased to have it brought out 
and made to bear upon the question,if indeed th~ pur
suit of right and truth was your object. His views 
were' often, ind~d, abundantly theoretical, some .. 
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times too refined tOl' his audience, occasionally extrava

gant from his propensity to follow a right principle into 

all its consequences, without duly taking into !lC\count in 
practioe the condition of things to which he was apply
ing it, as if a mechanieian were to construct an eugine 
without taking into consideration the resistance of the 
air in which it was to work, or the strellgth and the 

weight and th .. friction of the parts of which it was to 
he made. "Then he propounded, as t.he uest way of 

extrica.ting us fJ"Om our financial emuarrasslllents, that 

the capital of the country should be taxed 700 or 800 

millions, and the deht at once paid off, and defended 
this scheme upon the twoii)ld ground, tha.t what It dehtor 

owes is always to be deducted from his property and 

regarded as helongillg to his creditors, and that the ex

pense of managing the debt and raising the revcllue to 

pay the interest would be a. large saving to the nation, 

)lf~ assumed as true two undeniable facts, but he drew a 

practical inference Hot more startling at its first statement 

than inadmissiblewhcn closeJyexlilllincd UpOIl the clcarc!'t 

grounds of both expediency and justice. Ittrlay ~ 
be douhted whether the only ltmsible j)ortion of tll~pJah, 
the diminution of interest .fi·Olll time to time eff'eetcd by 
threats of repaying the princil'l1l, or ruther redeeming 

the annuities (the ollly thing to which ~he public creditor 
is entitled), be not a step too far in this direction both 

as to justice and policy. In like manner he always 
greatly undervalued the amount of the depreci~tion in 

the currency upon l>rices generally, estimating it ROlely 
by th~ dii'erclice between the Mint wice and the Market 
price of gold; and so confidently did he believe ill this 

speculative estimate, that his practi<!al plan for .lIestOl'· 
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ing the currency was grounded upon it. But while 
such wet'e his errors, and those of a kind to excite very 
strong feelings in certain large and important classes in 
the House of Commons, he was uniformly and lmiver
sally respected for the sterling qualities of his capacity 
and his character, which were acknowledged by all. 

His speaking was of an admirable description; clear, 
simple, correct in diction, copious in a,gument, preg
nant with information, but never thrown away. He re
served the share which he took in debatp. for questions 
to which his attention had been particularly directed, 
with which he was familiar, and to wLich he at
tached great importance. Hence, even his extreme 
opinions upon questions connected with the reform 
of the constitution in Church and State gave no of-, 
fence; for he appeared not to court the opportunity of 
delivering them, but as if compelled by a sense of duty' 
to declare his mind, careless or indisposed otherwise to' 
make a speech. Few men have, accordillgly, had more 
weight in Parliament; certainly none who, finding 
~tU._~ very small body of his fellow-members to agree 
with his leading ~pinions, might be said generally to 
speak against the sense of his audience, ever commanded 
a more patient or even favourable hearing; and, as this 
was effected withput any of the more ordinary pmvers 
of oratory or of entertainment possessed by others, it 
migh~ ~e regarded as the triumph ~f reason, intelligence; 
and integrity over untoward circumstances and alien 
natures. The regret felt for his loss ,was in. prQ.portion 
to the high estimation in which he had been .held' dur
ing the three years that he sat in Parliament; and the 
counttJ, as well ak its representa.tives, justly sorrow~ 



MR. RICARDO. 191 

over a great light extingui8hed prematurely, which had 
already proved so useful, and which might have been 
expected to render so much greater and longer serviee 
in illulllinating the world. 

NOTE.-It may seem an omission in a work professing to give the 
orators as well as the statesmen of the last age, t1Kl.t Cuuan should not 

appear among th9D,-the greate~t orator after Grattan and Plunket 

that Ireland has produced, and in every respect worthy of being placed 
on a line with tbp. great masters of speech. But there is really an 
insullerable difficulty ill attempting a task which has been 80 inimi
tably performed already, anu within only II few yeari!. Mr. C. 
Phillips's sketch of his friend is certainly one of the most extraordinary 
pieces of biography ever produced. NothllJg can be more lively and 
picturesque than its representation of the fnnlllus original. The 
reader of it can hardly be said not to have personally known Curran 
and Curran's cont~mporaries. It has been justly said of this mlmi
rable work that it is BII8well11!inu,~ Bozzy. No library should he 
'without 8uch a piece; anel instead of hopelessly IIttemptillg IIny addi
'tion to it, there will be more use in copying over one IIf the numerous 

characteristic desc! iptions ill which it abounds. 
" I caught the first glimpse of ll,e little man through the vista of 

his garden. Thus he was OIl a third time-afterwards I saw him 
in a dress which you would imagine he had .horrowe!} froJll~ 
staff; his hands in his sides; his under·lip protruded; his face almost 
parallel with the horizon-and the important step, and the eternal 
attitude only varied by the pause during which his eyc glanced from 
hiE> guest to his watch, and from hi\! watch reproachfully to his dining
room i-it was an invariable pcculiarity-dne Ilecond after four 
o'clock, and he would not wait for the Viceroy. The moment he per
'ceived me, he toCJlc me by' tbe hand, eaid he would not lJ~ve any 
one introduce me; and with 8. manner which I of\en thought was 
clta'Nftefia at once banished every apprehension, and completely fa
miliat'ised me at the Priory. I bad often seen Curran-often heard 

• bim-Qftw read him; but no man ever kneW' anything about him who 
did not see bim at bis own table, with the fe, whom he selected. He 
wu a little convivial de,jty; be loared in every region, I\ltd'wa~ at 
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110me in aU-lie touched everything, and seemed as if he hat! cT'!'ateu 
it; he mastered the hurn1l.n heart with the Il~me ease that he diu hIs 
violin. You' wept, and you laughed, and yoa wondered; and the 
wonderful creature who made you do all at will, never let it appear 
that he was more than your equal, and was quite willing, if yo.! chose, 
to become your auditor. It is said of Swift that his rule was to allow 
a minute's pause after he had concluded, and the1l, if no person took 
up the conversation, to recommence himself. Curran had no conver
sational rule whatever: he spoke from impulse, ahd he had the art ~o 
to draw you into a participation, that, though you ';elt an inferiority, 
it was quite a cOlltenteu one. Indeed nothing (~oulu exceed the ur
banity of hi!! demeanour, At the time I spoke of he was turned of 
sixty, yet he was as playful as a child. The extremes of youth and 
nge were met in him: he had the experience of the ont, and the sim
plicity ofthe other."-(Rccollections of Curran and SOll.e of his Con
temporaries, p. 3.) 

Let one specimen of Curran's llowers be added, and it is one of the 
most certainly known to be unpremeditated of any in the history of 
the rhetorical art; for who could ever have suppost:d a judge capabJe 
of sneering at a barrister's povert.y by telling him he suspec~.ed " his 
law lihrary was rather contracted?" Yet this was the brutal remark 
of Judge Robinson, the author of many stupid, slavish, and scurrilous 
political pamphlets, and by his demerits raised to the eminence which 
he thus disgraced. 

,( I: is very true, my Lord, that I am poor, and the circumstance 
has cerLdinly somewha! curtailed my library: my books are not nu
merous, but they are select, and I hope they have been perused with 
proper dispositions. I have prepared myself for this high profession 
rather by the study of It few good w.orks, than by the composition of a 
great many bad ones. I am not ashamed of my poverty. but I ahould 
be ashamed of my wealth, could I have stooped to'acquire it by eer
vility and corruption. I f I rise not to rank, I shall at IE'8st te honest; 
and sht-uld I ever cease to be so, man) an example shows me that 
an ill-gained elevation, by making me the more conspicuous, "RQuld 
only make me the more uuiversally and the more notQriouslv con
temptible !" 
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[The folllYWing was omitted in its proper place in Vol. 1.] 

WE do a thing of very pernicious tenilency if we con
fine the record~ of history to the most eminent person
ages who bear a part in the events which it commemo
rates. There are often others whose sacrifice!'; are much 
greater, whose perils are more extreme, and whose ser
vices are nearly as valuable as those of the more promi
nent actors, and who yet have, from chance or by the 
modesty of a retiring aud unpretending llature, never 
stood forward to fill the foremost places, or occupy the 
larger spaces it the eye of the world. '1'0 forget sllch 
/nen is as inexpedient for the public service as it is un
Just towards the individuals. But the error is far 
greater of those who, in reeording the annals of revolu
tion, confine their ideas of public merit to the feats of 

leaders against esta,blished tyranny, o~ the tril.lmchtL.r.J' .. 
orators in behalf of freedom. Many a man in the ranks 
has done more by his zeal and his self-devotion than auy 
chief to break the chains of' a nation, aud among sueh 
men Charles Carrol, the last ~urvivor of.the Patriarchs of 
the American Revolution, is entitled to the first place. 

His family. ,,'as settled in Maryland ever sin~~ the 
reign,of James II., and had during that perh~d been pos
sessed of the same ample property, the largest in the 
U D.io~. It stood, therefore, at the ~(>ad of the aristo
cracy of tIle country; was naturafly in alliance with the 
~overnp1ent; could gain nothing whhe it risked e~ery-

VOL. II. o 
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thing by a change of dynasty ; and therefore.uoording 
to all the rules and the prejudices and the fra.ilties 
which are commonly found guiding the conduct of .men 
in a crisis of affairs, Charles Carrol might ;ha'3'e been 
expected to take part against the revolt, certainly never 
to join in promoting it. Such, however, was not this 
patriotic person. He was among. the foremost to sign 
the celebrated Declaration of IDdepend~nee. All who 
did so were believed to have devoted themselves and. 

tlleir families to the Furies. A,s he set his hand to the 
instrument, the whisper ran round the Hall of Congress. 
"There go some millions of property !" And there be
ing many of the same name, when he heard it said, 
" Nobody will know what Carrol it is," as no one signed 
more than his name, and one at his elbow addressing , 
him remarked. "You'll get clear-there are several of 
the name-they will never know which to take." "Not 
so !" he replied. and instantly added his residence, .. oi 
Carrolton. " 

He was not only a man of firm mind. and .steadily
~dprinciples; he was also a person (>f great accom
plishihents and ~xcellent abilities. Educated in the 
study of the civil law at one of the French colleges, he 
had resided long enough i~ Europe to perfect his learn
ing in all the orQinary branches of k.nQwledge.. On his 
retul"1l to America, he sided with the p~e against.tbe 
mot~r country. a.ud was soon ,known and esteemed as 
lIlDong the ablest writers of the Independent party. ·Tlle 
eonfidence .. epos~d in him SOOJa.a~r was so g~~t. that 
he was joined with, Franklin in the commissioq",of three 
sent to obtain the concurrence ·of the,Gaua4iaQliA·t11e 
revoYt~ He was ~ Member of CongresSfor'the·firs~ 
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two trying years, when that body was only fourteen 
in number, and might rather be deemed a cabinet 
couneil for·· action than anything like a deliberative 
senate, He then belonged, during the rest of the war, 
to the legislature of his native state, Maryland, until 
1788, when he was elected one of the United States' 
Senate, and continued for three years to act in this ca .. 
pacity. The r'ist of his time, until he retired from pub
lic life in J 804, was passed as a senator of Maryland. 
In 11.11 tllese capacities he has left behind him a high 
reputation for integrity, ~loquence, and judgment. 

It is usual with Americans to compare the last thirty 
years of his life to the Indian summer*-sweet as it is 
tranquil, and partaking neither of the fierce heats of the 
earlier, nor th7chilling frosts of a later season. His 
days were both crowned with happiness. and lengthened 
tar beyond the usual period of human existence. He 
• lived to see the people whom he had once known 
900,000 in number pass twelve millions; a handful of 
dependent colonists become It nation of freemen; a de
pendent settlement assume its place I\mong the fir:t-.r.at.e 
powers of the world ; and he had the delight of feeling 
that to this consummation he hlu! contributed his ample 
share. As· no one had run ~o large a risk by joining 
the revolt, so no one had adhered to th .. standa~d of free
dom more fil'm)y, in all its fortunes, whether waving in 
triumph or oover disaster and defeat. He never ha(I de-
8pf1i.red of the commonwealth, nor ever badt lent bis ear 
ta faCj:ioos councils; never bad shrunk from any 88Cri-

• I .' 

W\l&t. 'lie call the Michaelmu summer; ~be" tahort summer" of 
_.~ of' Europe. 

02 
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flee, DOt ever had pressed himself forward to the ex
clusion of men better fitted to serve the'eommon cause. 
Thus it happened to him that no man was more 
universally respected and beloved; none had· fewer 
enemies; and, notwithstanding the ample share in which 
the gifts of fortune were showered upon his house, no 
one grudged its prosperity. 

It would, however, be a very errone~us view of llis 
merits and of the place which he filled in the eye of his 
country, which should represent him as only respected 
for his patriotism and his virtues. He had talents 
and acquirements which enabled him effectually to help 
the cause he espoused. His knowledgr. was various; 
and his eloquence was of Il. high order. It was, like his 
character, mild and pleasing; like his dfportment, cor
rect and faultless. l<"'!owing smoothly, an'd executing far 
more than it seemed to aim at, everyone was charmeO: 
by it, and lllany were persuaded. His taste was pe-" 
culiarly chaste, for he was a scholar of extraordinary 
accol1lplishments ; and few, if any, of the speakers in the 
~ ell' W orId came nearer the model of the more refined 

• • 
oratol'y practised in the parent state. Nature and ease, 
want of effort, gentleness united with sufficient strength,. 
are noted as its enviabl~ characteristics; and as it 
thus approached .the tone of conversation, 1';0. )on~ after 
he ceased to appear in public, his private society is re
I'resep.ted as displaying much"o{his rhetorical powers: 
and has been compared, not unhapI>ily, by a 1l1te 
writer, to the words of Nestor, which felllik@ ye~D!11 

snows as he spak~ to the people. In comulotioJls, 
whether of the se9ate or the multitude, such 'a speaker. 
by his' calmness and firmness joined, might well hope ''to 
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have the weight. and to exert the control and mediatory 
'authority of him. pietate gravis et meritis, who 

--regit dictis animos et pectora mulcet. 

In 1825, on the anniversary of the Half Century after 
the Declaration of Independence was signed, the day 
was kept over the whole Union as a grand festival. and 
observed with extraordinary solemnity. As the clock 

• struck the hour when that mighty instrument had been 
sIgned, another hell was also heard to toll: it was the 
passing bell of John Adams, one of the two surviving 
Presidents who had signed the Declaration. The other 
was Jefferson; and it was soon after learned that at this 
same hour he too had expired in a rcmotc q uartcr of 
the country. 

'l'here now ,'emained only Carrol to survive his fe1-
.lows; and he had already reached extrellle old age; 
tJut he lived yet seven years longer, aud, in 1832, at 
the age of 95, the venerable patriarch was gathered to 
his fathers.' 

The Congress went into mourning on his accoqnt for 
three months, as they had done fOl··Washingtoa, and 
for him alone. 

The historian of George IlL's reign. who should con
ofinehis attention to the Statesmen of England, would 

• • His family yet flourishes in America, aud three of his grand-
daugh~rs·"1re allied by marriage to three noble families in England: 
among'the£ one is now Marchioness WelJesley, the amiable and 
aeoompUahtld consort of that great Btat.eaman, whOle ~ut8et in life 
'faa ~ed by a cordial support of American'lndependence. 
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exhibit but a faint picture of thE'! times, and very imper-
feetly represent ev~n those who admini$tered the affairs 
of our own country. The eminent 'men to whose 
hands the destinies of France were committed. during 
the eventful period of the Revolution, exercised an 
almost direct influence over the fortunes of every neigh
bouring nation; and a just view of the course pursued 
by our statesmen cannot be obtained. without consi
dering the French rulers to whom they were opposed, 
or with whom they negotiated. The order of time, 
and indeed the relation of events, points first to the 
name of 
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FEW men have ever risen from humble, even obscure 
beginnings, to.a station of vast importance, both for 
wealth and power, for personal aggrandizement and in-
6uence over the fate of the world, with so little of 
genius as Neckar; anci it is a grateful refreshment to 
the mind of the historian, weary with contemplating 
successful vice or great resources expended in commit
ting great crimes, to dwell upon one example of more 
ordinary merits recompensed by all the gifts of fortune, 
and stern virt~, unsustained by brilliant capacity, con
-ferring upon its possessor supreme power and far-re
'hounding fame. 

The clerk in a Paris banking-house, though of a 
respectable and indeed ancient Genevan family, he 
became early in life, by the successful purbuit of com
merce, one of the richest men in Fr~nce. The student 
of letters for his amusement, and without anything like 
genius in the sciences or the helles lettrelJ, he lived to 

be the centre of all literary society in the most refined , 
capital of Europe, to which he was a stranger by his 
'birth. The trader first, then the envoy of the smallest . . . 
~tate in Europe-··a state rather known "mong other 
powers jaB the butt of their gibes than the companion 
of their ~uncils-he rose to be chief minister of the 

, . 
great¥tamong them; and the young adventurer from 
~.,., "y his errors, or by his patr'otism, as meA may 
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variously view it, lh'ed to be the proximate cause of 
that mighty event which shook all,Enr9pe to its centre. 
and exercises to this hour an influ€'nce universal and 
unparalleled over the destinies of the world. 

Neckar was sent from his father's house at Geneva 
to learn business in the banking-hous~ of Vernet: he 
soqn acquired the ascendant where he had been only 
clerk; and, becoming afterwards, partn~r in the house 
of Thelluson, he at once, by his talents for business, 
established the splendid fortune of that great firm and 
becanie the architect of his own. Retiring at an early 
age from mercantile pursuits with an ample fortune, 
he was chosen resident for the republic of Geneva at 
the court of Versailles, and soon became universally 
esteemed in the circles of the aristocracy, as he l/.ad 
been in those of commerce, for his amiat~e manners and 
his strict integrity. His information was extensIve. and 
it wa!V'Uccurate: he had especially studied finance, and 
was extremely knowing on all matters connected with 
it,-a subject of peculiar and universal interest at the 
time when he came into patrician society. His wealth 
we may well suppose added greatly to the channs of his 
society in a luxurious capital like Paris, and was not even 
without its effect on the courtly circles ·of Versailles, 
But his conversation and liis manners were calculated 
to win their way' independent; of aPtiUiant 'fortune;: 
the former-lively. cheerful, elega.nt, and instruetive;:th.e' 
l~tter~~simRle. natural, and, ifsomewhat,~tic,yet 
honest and manly. InQ.ood, of that. which t~egNat 
vulgar al~e so wont to look down upon aspOOaBtry.c.it 
may be observed, that its title to our'respect i. 'aM, . 

trl fli~~,; fol' it necessarily. impliesintelleDtaalq~ 



NECKAR. 201 

tionsinat least one department, and so much honesty 
aDd openness of character as will not consent, for 
fashion's sake, to wear a mask. It must be added tbat 
our French nei~hbours have always deemed pedantry 
a.nd pedantic manners a much lighter offence in the code 
of soeial taste than ourselves. III the gayest circleR of 
Pa.ris such a. taunt goes but for little-nay, is often 
found rather t passport to notice, if not to respect; 
while the less frivolous English, as they deem them
selves, turn from it with aversion, or look down upon it 
with contempt. This difference, probably, arises from 
the greater zeal with which the Frenchman throws 
himself into any pursuit he embarks in, careless of his 
dignity, and fearless of the ridicule attendant upon those 
who go to extremes. He is, generally, therefore, prone 

• to the very colfrses which are characteristic of thepe-
tiant, the man of a single idea, the enthusiast who. 
lhsorhed in a single pursuit, forgets that others sympa
thise little with him, He has, as it were, habitually 
and naturally the pedantic diathesis, and hence is either 
iluensible to its effects on others, or easily hecomes 
patient of,them himself. 

But Neckar had consecrated his leisure to pursuits 
more important than shining in the society of either 
t1lemercantile or the aristocratic coml~unity. As early 
as 1778, his u Eloge de Colbert" carried away the prize 
"of the Academy; and when the anxiety respecting the . . . 
public s'Wttenance was at its height, he d,istinguished 
himself .still more by his admirable essay on the corn
laws ~nd .trade--" La Legislation etle Commerce des • GraiDB." Fromthie period his accession to the rna· '. . .ugemeat of the Frenchfinanoes· was regaraed as 



ceria-in);. and in 1777. w1t.en thm de""ngement·.~ 
the,Government mostseverely, on tru. eve·of its, em
barlfling in the American, war, hewu tl6thed with ,the 
high office of Director-General. 

Nothingeould be more wise, nor atlything' more 
brilliant, than his first operations. He established 'Order 
where he found confusion to prevail ; where darkness 
and mystery shrouded each branch of the· administr~ 
tion, he let in the wholesome light of day; ,in every 
department the inflexible enemy of fraud made striet 
hooeRty the basis of all his operations, and rigorously 
exacted from others the same purity of which he fur
;nished himself so bright. an example. He began by 
J!efusing the whole salary and emoluments attached to 
his office. Short-sighted men joined with thosewh08e 
interests were threatened by this co't.rse. :in eOD8i~ 
dering it as the fruit of a vain-glorious disposition. It 
was nothing of the kind: it was the wise aad well.! 
considered precaution of arming himself with the power 
tQ>6Xtirpate all abuses. and reduce all useless payments. 
and even to press hard upon the .subsistence of indivi
duals 'Wherever tHe public good required the sacrifice. 
How else could he have suppressed .six hundred places 
about Court, and in the rrreasury, at one blow-the 
mighty achievement which" signaliledhls'aooession," 
ppwer 1 But be 'stopped not there. Soqle,eftBe.mod 
'QPpressive rernnantft. of 'the. feudal !ystem were. ab .... 
lished. ; the ~viest .of the taxes (the \Tailleof!~. 
ax) w.as limited andmed,;tA6most~tit1""-""8 
~f:e; .nttodueediJlto the',administration of.ho~ and 
priIlODt,;:ihe fwodauoa of yet moretx.tensire .imp~ 
mem. .w48,lNd.,io ,\ae,.es~~n*i ;fiP,tft~;~ 
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aentbl~s; and a general syatenlof acconnting extended 
to all the branches of the administration, so as to exact 
a. ,fun peeuniary responsibility from each. It must be 
added p.s a sct-off against the charges which involve this 
lwnestminister in the blame of occasioning the revolu
tion ten years later, that all the reforms of his first ad
ministration were prudently devised and framed upon a 
moderate scal~, guided by well-considered views, f).lld 
eft'ected so gradually, that a second step never was taken 
UIltil the safety and ad vantages of the iil'st had been 
submitted to the only sure test, tbat of actual experi
ence. 

In some departments he bad found resistance to his 
reforms, which his firmness, joined to his suavity of 
manner, and'sustained by his unimpeachable integrity, . ' , 

enabled him t<t overcome. But Sartine, formerly chief 
-of the police, who had been made minister of marine by 
'he prime minister, Maurepas, reckoning on the sup
port of his patron, refused to adopt the system of aooount
ing which formed the eorner .. stone of Necka.r's whole 
plan; and Neckar prevailed on the King to supersede 
him, appointing in his room the Mlrechal de C'astries. 
a maD of the highest honour and greatest zeal for the 

.. public· service. Maurepas never forga;", this proceed

.g~, Availing himself of the el!Lmour raised,' by 
Neeku'tI famous" Compte Rendfi," Bod by his ordi

"nanee for oalling together Provincial Assemblies, 80 . .. 
odiowrto the 8JlCient Parliaments, be brought a.bout the 
vemtio,8 treatment which led to the 'resignation of the 
Wtle audJwnest ministec. who ill' five yean had chl\nged 

• ,.".dicit nf 35,000,0000{ fraaes into a surplus of 
iQ.ooe,t()()()~.witho1lt impo&iogone mLgle new tax sf any 
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kind, and under all the burdensome war expenses 
which had been added to the former peMe establishment. 

It must, however, be admitted that, although Maurepas 
worked for this purpose, Neckar was not justified in re
signing his office. The refusal of his demand to have 
the entree du conl>'eil (a seat in the cabinet) was hardly 

sufficient, if in all other particulars he had the firm sup

port of the court; and, as nothing could.exceed the dis
tress into which his resignation plunged the royal family, 
80 no effort was omitted for his restoration. It is gene
rally believed that, had he been in office at the death of 
Maurepas, then fourscore years old and upwards, he must 
have succeded to his place, and that he would certainly 
have prevented both the financial embarrassments which 
led to the Revolution, and the assemblare of the States, 
whieh, occasioned -by the del1eit, was its p1'oximate cause. 

The COUl·ts of Vienna, Naples, and St. pp-teri!burgh 
all besought him in vain to undertake the direction of 
their affairs as finanee minister: but he preferred li~ 
rary leisure; and his work on finance, published in 1784,· 
had such success, that 80,000 copies of it were sold in 
It few "days. Calonne, who succeeded him in France. 
soon threw all into the confusion from which he had 
extricated the revenue and expenditure of the .oountry ; 

and when Brienn~ became prime ministeJ:, after calling 
the States General together, and plunging the finanees 
into still'worse confusion than before, he was compelled' 
again'to senp for Neckar, who came to the assista.nee,.of 
the nation, but came far too late; and,be said so. hipl1relf , 
on consenting again to take office-" Why have they Uot 

• 
given me the Archbishop's (Brienne"s) fifteen months.? 

But oowit is too l~te."He .found the pUbJicseeurities 
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unsaleable in the 'nlarket, the country threatened with 
famine. the Parliament in banishment, the Bastille 
filled with deputies from the province!;, the whole coun .. 
try distracted with factious violence, and an immediate 

assembling of the States General distinctly promised. 
Hisna.me at once restored public credit-the feelings so 

strongly excited were calmed-the prison.doors flew 
open-the exilti of the Parliament was ended-and the 

progress nf famine arrested by the arrival of provisions. 
But he also found two questions standing ripe for deci. 

sion; on both his firmness fa.iled; and either was suffi. 
cient to stay or to accelerate a revolutiou. The pro
perty-qualification of deputies to the States General he 
referred to the notables, whom he most injudiciously re

assembled, and !h~jlecided agains.,U!. The proportion 
of the Tiers ~"at to the nobles and'the clergy in the 
States General he finally decided should be double of 

~ither. or equal -to both, and decided, after haviug at 
first framed his report against this duuble proportion, 
nay, having actually printed that oocumellt. A man 
so wanting in fixed opinions, or ~o infirm of purpose in 
pursuing his own views, was wholly-unfit to gui~le the 

vessel of the state amidst the storllls and currents ,of the 
revolutionary times. A letter which he wrote on the 
eve of the States' assembling has heeq frequently cited 
and even admired. " Je vois In grande vague s'avancer; 
~st-ce pour lIl'~nglouti.r1" Had he done all j~ his 
power to turn it bhek, or to protect the country from its 

fury-n~y, had he done nothing to increase its volume 
and to aCAlelerate its advance-this cassage might have 
been.deemed worthy of praise. But in him wh()s(~ va-

• cillation and incapacity had been such all we hav~ just 
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seen, a more silly observation, or one indieating more 
puerile vanity, can hardly be imagined.. It even betrayed 
a;lIelfish absorption in the contemplation of. his own fate, 
wholly unworthy of the man and very unlike hil;J gene... 
ral eharacter. It looked as if his whole efforts had been 
bestowed upon endeavours to get himself out of his dit:' 
ficulties-as if his own escape 01' his own destruction 
alone occupied bis thoughts at the J.illoment of the 
crisis which his imbecile conduct had brought upon bis 
country. 

A conduct beginning with decision may often end in 
irresolution; but it is rare, indeed, that vacillation, mark. 

ing the earlier scenes of a gl'eat action, should become 

steadied and give place to manly determina.tion, In the 
great question of rotes by chambers or by indivhl.uals, 
which immediate~ brought on, and, indeed, involved, 
the decisive measure of Abbe Sieyes (one of his thre~ 
grand h!trokes of policy·), the union of the three in one 
chamber, Neckar's irresolution continued as before; and 
he is understood to have obtained from the King, by 
next thing to comImlsion, his letter of the 25th of June, 
sanctioning the union of the three orders, But within 
a fortnight aftet, he was suddenly dismissed, and ordered 
t6 leave the kingdom. This was the signal of the 
Revolution, whi~h broke o~t on the 14th of July, and 

--~------------------------------~ .. --~---

• The other two were the NationalGuard and the Departmental 
Division. Certainly it is rarely that 10 many a.nd lIuch. vut pr0-

jects have been found to proceed fmPt the same quarter; and this 
accounts for the respect in which M. Talleyrand, and other French 
statesmen, not generally lavish of their admiration, always held a 
pel1lon. to all who saw him, at least during the last twenty yeal'8 Of 
hi,lia, 'apparently much overvalued, 
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Neekar's triumphant recall immediately followed the 
taking of the Bastille. 

Now began that series of feeble and inconsistent pro
positious, yet more feebly and inconsistently supported

of compliances one dliY with the people, another with 
the court--of stupefied inaction, alternating with point
less and ill-conducted activity, which composed his 
second adminisvation, and justly lost him the favour of 
the people, without for a moment gaining the confident'.e 
of the King, or the nobles, or the church. After teu 

months spent in the outward l'emblance of power, but 
without any real authority or even influence whatever, the 
most degrading position that man can fill. he quietly re
signed his office and quitted the country. Nor was COIl

trast more mark~d~er .eJ'.hihited !Mathis world than be
tween his form~r dismissal, which, tl~wing all France 

into convulsions, was the immediate occasion of tbe Re
~olution, and his voluntary retirfment less than a year 
after. which passed as unheeded as the most insignificant 
event of the day,-between his return to power on the 
shoulders of the people ill 1789 and his journey t.o
warns the Lake of Geneva in 1790, 'through the ~i.ll~ 
country, where his We was in hourly danger from th~ 
violence of the same people, among whose execrations 
he retreated from France. . 

• 
As regarded his own tastes and feelings this reverse 

Hid not greatly affect him; for. though not void of run-.. 
lrition, and accessible enough to vanity. he .had passed 

the latter portion of his lite, particularly the last ten 
monthl\ i. a state which he described to be ODe of' Ull

ceasing~ «.a.rture, always in a false Position, constantly 
responsible for proceedings which. he 'could not oostrol, 
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aad apprehenEOive at each step of,theftlOSt dreadful evils, 
which soon overtook the country in Jl weaSlife yet more 
fatally abundant than his w.orst fears ha.d foretold. 
He now, therefore, felt his retirement from puhlic me, 
and from France, torn by fierce factions, and the 
theatre of violent convulsions, as a great relief, instead 

of a deprivation. In his quiet retirement at Coppet. 
he could enjoy the society of the early f~ends whom he 
loved, and devote himself to those literary pursuits 
which he had never abandoned. In the bosom of his 
accomplished family, too, he had resources of learned 
a,nd social intercourse which are given to few indeed. 
Of his celebrated daughter, Madame de Statll, the 
literary fame thus early had spread through Europe; 
while his wife, be~ performing ~ll \he duties of her 
station with exentplary fidelity, was ah,8 learned above 
the standard of ordinary women, and possessed etm'!' 

siderahle talents. But it was an amiable weakness ot' 
Neckar to overrate the capacity of this worthy woma.n in 
a degree somewhat ridiculous: She was extr.emdy 
formal, precise, and pedantic; she was also (if it be any 
addition to these ~ qualities) exceedingly tiresome, and 
her society was aU but uun, however well infurmed. 
But her admiring husband saw and heard all her per
fonnances, whet~er from the press or in conversation, 
as master-pieces; he cultivated her with the observance 
of a humhle votary; he watched her lips for the lessons 
of wisdom {lr the flashes of wit; and so little had the 
secret of her dulness, which all else knew, ever reached 
him, even to the extent of the most remote suspicion of 

• 
thllot unfortunate and undeniable truth. that he wo:uld 
commw.uicateto tlU, guests before dinner, w4ththe.· 
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air of one who announces a pleasure. at once ex
quisite and rare as a treat in store for his company
,. Ah, 'cntendez vous, Messieurs; nous allons avoir Ma

dame Neckar a diner aujourd'hui '" Her book upon 
Divorce is ably written, thougb heavily, and in a style 
forced, not natural. One chapter cont.ains eloquent IlM

sages; and she espoused the side of the question most 
unpopular at tnA time, and looked down upon as that of 
natTOw-minded and bigoted persons. 'l'here was, in
deed, nothing more exemplary than the courage which 
this respectable person always showed in proclaiming 
and defending her opinions, religjous and moral, in the 
society of Paris, where they were not only unpopular, 
but the objects of general ridicule. Her principles 

were strongly ro~t~n"i'l..ber mi~~,~ at all times firmly 
maintained in h~r conversatiOn. as wetl as shown forth 
irl her p~actice. 

, 'This great merit was also that of her hwsband, who, 
on all occasions, in sea,son and out of seasou, was ready 
to preach what he deemed the truth; careless whom it 
might offend, or to what attacks it might expos~ him. 
His strict notions of both public and' private morality 
were little to the taste of the court when he first ap
peared at Versailles. As little was his republican 
simplicity relished in the Finance l)iinister of the 
Gra.nd Monarque. Least of all were his principles of 
eoonomical reform calculated to pl~se any department 
in'ihe'state. 'But tho~ notions, and habits, and princi-

, ; 

• 'This wJ the Mademoiselle Curchod w!)om Gibbon describes 
h~f as hmr.tg fallen in love with while the ]oung lady resided at 
~ daughter of a reapee&able Swiaa Putor. 

VOL. II. 
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pIes were never for an instant lost sight of by this 
honest man, not' ever moderated to suit the prevailing 
taste, nor ever disguised under any more' pleasing ex
terior than naturally suited his sentiments and appro
priately clothed their character. If an honesty and a 
courage so rare both in statesmen, in courtiers, and iR 
memhers of patrician society, led to the indulgence of a 
little self-gratulation, or, perhaps, self-admiration, in 
him who practiRcd it, instead of smiling at him, aR was 
the custom, for being somewhat vain of hiR virtue, we 
ought rather to confeRS not only that so great a merit is 
more than sufficient to red(;em allY such little weakness, 
but that the being conscious of the contrast which 
he presenterl to all others was the inevitable conse
quence of their d~s !ather. th[!", I)fllis frailty. 

This courageo{s honesty was the greatest di~incti(Jll 
of Neckal"tol pubHe charaeter; and this honoBty never 
failed him, though, during his second administration, 
his firmness yielded to the numerous and almost inex
tricable difficulties by which he was surrounded. nut, 
while we are left in unavoidable doubt whether any 

• • degree of resolution could have saved the state from 
the dismal scenes which followed his retirement, at least 
we can have no hesitation in pronouncing that, when 
he early saw hVliself performing the part of a sham 
minister, without any substantial power, he <ought at 
once ~o have quitted the stage. 

But this. courageous honesty was by no means his 
only, though it was his chief, distinction, when compared 
with most other, ministers. He was grJatly their 
superior in point ,of information, both efgeneral know
ledge and of the science peculiarly belonging to politic 
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lUen. His habits of business, too, were transferred from 
the counting-house to the hureau, while his Genevan 
educatiou was not forgotten, hardly suspended, in the 
drawing-rooms of royalty or of fashion. His liberal 
opiuions upon aU subjects of government, as ~ell as of 
economics, formed certai'111y a third peculiarity in a 
minister of "the times before the flood of 1789;" 
probably in a jervant even of popular Monarchies. 
How few have served the limited and constitutional 
Sovereigns of England, at any period of our history, 
with such a steady reglLrd to the interests of the people. 
so fix.ed and so practical a helief that their happiness is 
the end of all government, so l'oC)tcd It determination to 
protect their rights wherever these could be astiel"ted 

without danger f;oJ!!: __ t1~eil' lice~lt~ousness! That such 
a minister, who·bad pla~~a~ in the earliest 
ttisis of the Revolution, and .. all whose sentiments wore 
<1' republican hue, should be eminently distasteful to 
Napoleon, evel' since he had abandoned all democratic 
courses, is little to be wondered at, On his march to 
Marengo, in 1800, he visited him at Coppet; aud the 
First Consul-no longer that BUOllap~rte WllO lwd once 
crossed the same Alps to suhdue the same Italy under 
the title of " .Member of the National Institute and 
General-in-Chief "-now thought proper to designate 
his venerable host as a It college tutor, very heavy and 
~ry turgid" (regeJtt de college. bien lourd et hien 
boursoufle). It was the love of liherty. ho~ever: 'that 
he secretI.,y hated, not the love of letters, which he thus 
~QQtUred.; and if it he said that he had to reproach 
the pop~ minister's fonner life With much of tbe 
vi~le~ which broke Qut in France' during his.tirne, 

p2 
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justice should have f'.l1ggNlted that, 3,S far as intentions 
were concerned, Neckar uniformly took part against the 
people on the instant that he found their zeal for liberty 

degenerating into licentiousness. 
Two faults, however, must be admitted to have alter

nately marked his scheme of conduct in .this important 
particular, and they are perhaps the· greatest . and 
attended with the gravest conseque~ces, both to a 
statesman's own fame and to the happiness of his 

country, of any that he can commit. He nevel' made 
sufficient allowance for the momentum which popular 
influence acquires, and the fire which popular feelings 
kindle, when once a great movement is begun; but 
always seemed to reckon upon having the same power 
to control excesses. after as bcfoJ'A1'the excitement, for-
getting that, thotgh-I~~L~~f'th: ~~l~D hand which had 

set the machine in motion, he had no longer to resii>t 
and to direct the same force. It was an almost equal 
error in an opposite direction, that, when he had taken 
a certain part, and that violence was found to be the 
rcsult, he got squeamish about trifles, and resisted at a 
time ·when it wottid have been wisdom to yield; wholly 
forgetting the line which he had chosen, the inevitable 
excesses to which it led, and the folly of objecting to 
what inevitably followed from hit' own election. Hence 
\'Vithall his integrity. which was untainted-:--histalents 
for affairs, which were ulldeniabie-his sway over tbtl 
pubii~ mi1¥i, which a.t one time was uubounded •. perhaps 
unparalleled-he has left behind him Ute meplory of a 
:second-rate statesman, whose good illtentiws are far 

e 
more than counterbalanced by bis ·bad judgment,. ADd 
wba,.baving veIlt~ll'ed to pilot the vessel of state in a 
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tempest without the firm hand of a steersman, can nei .. 
ther prevent the shipwreck of his charge nOlo of his 
reputation. 

In private life Neckar was one of the most amiable 
of men, beloved by his friends, and in his limlilyadored. 
His society was sought by those for whom neither his 
ample fortune nor brilliant station could have Ilny 
charms; and hjlliterary merits were of a very respect
able order. To genius he made no pretensions; and his 
writings, though clear, argumentative, well informed., 
are somewhat heavy. But ajeu d'esprit, entitled" Le 
Bonheur des Sots," has been much admired as a lively 
and ingenious production, the nat.ure of which may 
easily be guessed from the title; and it is no small 

glory attending }tl~"~'!~~t.. rralley~a~~nswer to it, "Le 
Bonheul' des G~ns d'Es~as' a c(l\tplete failure, the 
"nly one recorded either in his writings or llis sayings 
of that greatest of modern wits. Of his other works, 
the" lJeruieres Vues de Politique et de .Finance" is 
the best in every respect, though the defence of the 
celebrated" Compte Rendu," from thp. accidents of 
the time, made by far the greatest se~sation. But the 
" Dernieres Vues" is both a work of great ability and 
of extraordinary vigour for an author of threescore 
years and ten; and it has the writel"~ usual merit of 

telling plain truths at!"~/tfne the least friendly to their 
reception: fur it f~rtells and unmasks the dcs~ns of 
Buona.partea~idt: the liberties of .France longb~~fore 
the C?n~'tesolution to afiect absolute power hud 
beeneitbM' disclosed by himself 0": discovered by the 
bulk M bis countrymen. 
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NECKAR is hardly better known in our day, as the 
Minister of Louis XVI. than as the father and friend 

of the most celebrated woman in modeIl~l times, perhaps 
in some particulars the most remarkable of her sex that 
bas appeared in any age. If among statesmen her 
title to a place should be ljuestioned, no one can deny 
that her writings and her conduct produced an im

portant influence upon the politics of Europe during 
many years; and, as the potentates in whose lumds the 

destinies of natio?tWI:~_pl~~~g~l'r"~.ef!ly acted towards 
her, some as lJenefitmg l)y her support, others as 

injurccl by her opposition, nay, as she suffered pers~c1't
tion in conRcquence of her political influence exerted 
honestly for her principles and her party, it seems at 
once fair and natural to regard her title as confessed, 
and to numher her among the political characters of 

t. ( 

the age. 
It was, however, as an illustrious member of the 

republic of letters that sl!e claimed the highest place, 
and as such that she has the clearest right to the 

respect of posterity. She ''''r;; undeniably a woman of 
geniJIs; and she had this peculf.I rity among authors 
of her sex,cthat, while many IUH'e sig'&-a.lized themselves 

ill the lighter walks of literature, and s~ft'l iu" tl~e more 
rugged field of ~cience; while works of fancy have 
come from some female pellS, and mathematical specu
lations from others; while an Agnesi has filled the 
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professor's chair as an analyist ill a celebrated university, 
a Chastelet has commented on Newton, a D'Acier on 
Homer, a Somerville (excelling them all) on La
place,-. Madame de Stael has written one of the finest 
romances that ever appeared, one combining entertain
ment with instruction; has discussed, with all the 
rigour of argument and all the powers of eloquence, 
some of the IIl(,.,t difficult questiolls of polities and of 
morals; and has profoundly investigated the character, 
and weighed the merits, both of the various systems 
of philosophy, the different bodies of literature, and 
the diversified schemes of civil polity, which flou
rish 01' which fade in the. several (~ountries of Eu
rope. Although it would not be COl'l'eet to say that 

her varied work~!f<-.ly~~~out .w<:a~,faults, still less to 
affirm that she ~as left Iw:..rt('nnor ~er perfornmnees 
M the same subjects, yet it is certain, and universally 
~dmitted, that as yet they stand at the head of tile pro
ductions whieh we possess on those several subjecb.;. 
Her essay on Rousseau's writings; her " rfJlOughts on 
Suicide;" her account of Germany; her if Corinne," 
or Italy described under the attr1ctive fonn· of a 
romance, all testify to her extraordinary powers, be
cause each is at this hom the best book in its several 
kind of which we are possessed. Nor does it follow 
from this admitlsi .. on, that .. the first o{ these tracts may 

( "r'*r 
lnot have overra~j.cne merits of Jean Jacques; that 
much superfic~atter is not to be found .in the-Alle
magne; . o~#-Italy may not hereafter be more philo
sOphicall;"It can hardly be more strikingly, painted by 

t,;. 
another hand. But 1t must ever tte a. just subject of 
admiration 'to think that. in such !I.fficult and ¥~rious 
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kinds of composition, Ii woman should have attained 80 

great excellence, and of astonishment to re6ect that the 
essays on Rousseau and on Suicide were the produc

tions of a girl, one who had hardly attained thee age of 

womanhood. 

It is impossible for him who would truly represent 
the likeness of this extraordinary person, to separate 
her moral from her intellectual character., 150 closely did 
they touch and so powerfully act on each other. Her 
warmth of feeling not only stimulated her industry. 
Lut it sharpened her perspicAlcity, whette~ her attention, 

invigorated her reason, and inspIred her fancy: because 
Hhe felt with enthusiasm, she penetrated with sagacity; 
because her heart beat high with zeal. her imagination 

g~()wed with fel'vour..i~_ gen~in~.~:ntiments of a most 
kmd and compassionate lht.u.tl kmdred <the wamlth of 
her pathetic eloquence; her inextinguishable hatred of 
all that is cruel, or oppressive, or false, or mean, over..! 
flowed in a torrent of indignation against the tyrant 
aod the impostor. How entirely she was under the 

dominion of her feelings when excited was known to her 
fdends·who dreade'i! her impovedshment, because they 
saw that she was without the hardness which nature has 
bestowed on others as the means of self-defence. How 
readily she could forget aU ()ther tbings when her hea.rt 

\Vas touched, was.singularly s~~ ~~ one occasion when 
t;he acted a part III a dramatlc pel""lrmance, ana. con-' 
founditig her natural with her a!\I'Um~a~la.raeter, bound
ed fonvard t~ the actual relief of a fam~~~~ distresses 
wel'eonly the theme of a fictitious represent~~n. 

The paEisions are 0 ever eloquent: left: to. tllemselvcs, 
th.eir 1llitural.expreision becomes contagiQl.l%8Q4; carries 
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awa.ythe spectator when the actor is manifestly. 1mt 
''Vehemently, moved. All that ean be wanting in this 
case is, the correct taste which restrains extravagant 
emoti~ns or llnbecoming diction: for it requires but a 
moderate acquaintance with words and idioms to give 
vent to the feelings which agitate the . soul; and the 
difference is wonderfully little between the effect pro
duced by the gieatest mastery over language in an artiat 
of consummate power, and that which follows tbe mere 
ebullition of natur,j passion in the words of an untutored 
victim. But Madame de Stael was well read in the 
best authors; at the fountains of 'the purest Freneh 
diction she bad drank often and deep; her taste was 
improved hy the converse of highly-gifted men; much 
practice in writi~,)~~ made t~e,",use of her own lan
guage easy to Iter: the u'rrelWutse ~ society had given 
~ler the faculty of extemporary speaking; and to the 
\nastery over her own she added a far more familiar 
acquaintance with foreign tongues than almost any 
Frenchman ordinarily enjoYR. No wonder that with 
her vehement feelings she became almost immediately 
one of the most eloquent writers afJd speakers·of the 
age. Her worla; bear testimony to this proposition in 
part; but whoever had only read without hearing her 
would have formed an imperfect idea of her extraordi
DIlt'Y pewers. 

It must, bowe'!l, .... 'beadded, that though the elear 
ex.p~si()no{_~~ning. the flow of her. harmonious 
pe~odSt ,t~e ofmonotonYt the occasional (elici~ 
of IllUstr.aoon,'tbe generally correct statement of an 0Pl

Qton ol\,' 8111 ,e.tgument., the striking· and lively and pic .. 
tUFeS1~ deseriptionJ aU shine throughout herpase. yet 
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we seldom meet with any imagery of peculiar origin8llity 

or beauty. scarcely ever with any passage of condensed 
resistless force, and in the diction we are, always· re
minded of the unpassable gulf which separates .0.11 fo
reigners who write in French, even those who, like the 
Genevans, have no other mother-tongue, from the Scar
rons, the V oltaires, the Mirabeaus, to whom the purest, 
most idiomatic, and most racy langua~ was familiar .• 
and in whose writings it had an irresi~tible charm. It is 
a singular circumstance that, as Rousseau, who. with 
all his natural eloquence, wrote in inferior French, has 
left one work unlike all the rest in this respect, so has 
Madame de Stael given-us a piece, and of a like de
scription, which immeasurably excels her other and 
more important wr' 'ngs in th~~Jttvof its diction. 
The "Confessio of 0 e/{u" a~' fur excels the 
"Nouvelle Heloise" in the excellence of its French 
as it falls below that production in the dignity of its 
subject. But it shows a marvellous power of elevating 
the lowest, vilest, often the grossest objects of contem
plation, by the exquisite diction in which their descrip
tion is -clothed, and it is written in a tongue racy and 
natural as the best portions of Voltaire. 'l'he" Dix 
Ans d'Exile" of Madame de Stael in like manner, 
though resembling the "Confessions" in no other par .. 
ticular, is yet far superior ~ her other .. works· in the 
purity and genuine Gallicism oitJf~mposition. It is ' 
in the ·~a.me ,way that, when Mi~ the tather, laid 
aside the pedantries of his seet, and: ~tters 00 

family affairs to hia brother, the BaiUi~ his (style 
became one ofther.very best .and most interesting and 
most o,iginal~ iru;teed of nearly' the dullest ,and 1'DOIt 



" 
MADAME DE BTA£L. 219 

formal and least readable in whieh a Frenchman's 
thoughts were ever conveyed. 

The assertion so frequently made, that Madame de 
Sta~l had no wit, is true and it is false. If made nb
SEllutely and J!O as to comprehend aU wit, the choice of 
wittY"and pointed expressions, the striking combination 
of ideas, the unexpected illustration of one thing by re
ferenceto Itn'-her-nothing ean be more unfounded. 
Hardly a page of her writings but refutes it at once. 
But it is quite 3.i certain that it was rather in witty ex
pressions than in witty ideas that she ahounded; and it 
is undeniable that she had little or no sense of the ludi .. 
crous, whether in persons or in things-and was thus 
without any humour or relish of humour, as well as 

averse to, or in~~JlrVi. of,hr!n¢.np',l\lll powers of ridicule 
to hear upon ·an adverse'·argument. ~ Whoever would 
-deny her powers of ready illustration, 01' of happy re
·partee, happy both in force and in delicacy, must have 
known her only through very had reporterg, persolls un
fair towards her, or incapable of appreciating her.-Na
poleon having, during the hundred days, sentsomc one 
to express the want he felt of her to· aid in esta6lishing 
the constitution, received for answer--H II s'ast bien 
pa~ de constitution et de moi pendant douze ans; eta 
presentmeme il ne nous ·aimegu~re plus l'uneque 
l'autre.":....:::A man of Icttl'Ding and talents, but of sensi
tive vanity,havingkl~<li'l before her a somewhat intern .. 

,> .. 

perate l!lalJy-";AvQuezdonc, monseigneur £said she to a 
,relatewholsatbesideher). qu'it n'ya pas de ehosesi 
'otteequ.la. vauitene f'asse faire,aux gells d'esprit." 

If l' a\vtrso~;so full of warm affe~ions, eo fond ofthe 
uatl:l11d'dn ebaraeter.and:M roui&ntie in many 'fJf ber 
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ta8te8;:~'Was strange to observe so 'entire an absenee ,of 
'&11 1~'Ve for natural scenery. She was a gre-dt lover of 

~ty; of aeting she was passionately fond; in mUBie 
"h~' took the greatest delight, and even i excelled' 'in 
'Singing, though she cultivated it but little : but 'forna .. 
tural scenery she had no taste; could tratel through 8. 

romantic country without taking her eye :off the'page 
she was reading; and lived on the laket()f Geneva and 

, within view of' the Alps, without ever casting a look 
at either rugged'mountainor blue water. Thoroughly 
honest, however, and hating affectation in all its forms, 
she could never pretend to what she did not feel, 
though at the risk of having a defect in her taste ex
posed: so, when some one was expatiating with fervour 
on the pleasure whtc~tender,~e hers must take 
among green shades and romantic rivulets, "Ah (she 
exclaimed), il ri'y a pour llloi de ruisseauTli vaitle 
celui de la Rue de Bar.." 

. 'In truth she existed for discussion, for observation of 
rnetl, for t.he exciting interest of all national affairs. 
Society was the element in which she lived and moved 
and hMher being; and the society of Paris was almost 
alone deemed society in her time. It was here she 
ehdne; it was here' her in~uence was felt: it was by 
her power in tlli& sphere that she' could fnrtherthose 
principles of liberal but ordeiiy,~nphu~he polteyto 

"Which .~he was devotedly attaehed; \~erpolitiealwri~ 
ings had greatly extended het inll uence ~that imJliOrt .. 
atlt fportion of the French nation ;tmd "bet eon~rsa.tIDa 
w:a.ssIDgular1y calculated 'to' consummate' hev~lver. 
Heleditary in her f~ily, and as'weD by the mother's 8S 

tli~ fatlftlt's Side, wasthe'ulldallntM~irit'whidded her 
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,qponh.er from the .people, whatever contempt from. tbe 

..aristQ<;r~y,. whatever .persecut~on from .the established 
a;llthot;ities ,of the state. When the scaffold: was .hourly 
wet ,with the blopd of the royalists, aod.the. Queen W{A.S 

hrougbt to her trial among the rest, Madame de Stat!l 
had the courage to publish her defence of the unfortu

nate Marie Antpinette. When tbe Consula.te was fOrmed 
which plainly indicated the approaching supremacY;Qf 
Na.poleon" she openly erected the standard of oppositiQp. 
to .the aspiring chief, and made her house the centre Qf 
the party which attacked him in the Tribunate under the 

conduct of her intimate friend, Benjamin ConstaQt. 
Failing in all attempts to gain her over or to silenee,her, 

Napoleon soon had.rffourse to reprisals; and his assump
tion of arbitl'a\j· power was signalised }:Iy her bani$h· 

-ment from Paris, the greatest punishment he could in-
-mct upon her. In this hostility to the enemy of liberty 
and of peace she persevered during the remaining ten 
yea.rs of his reign, although th~ two millions of the debt 
owing to her from the government were in consequence 
ney~r .paid until the period of the sudtlan and un~pef.ted 
restoration. It would not be easy to name the. jn-
4ivid\ULI who contributed more towards the conservation 

t :'; 

of .. tbat. h~tred of Napoleon's dynasty ~ and that. zeal J~ 
i~8ubv~r8ion" which l~ to the restoration, at a .time 
lIAen, SC)"many ,eve\l of tht. Bourbon party had in ae.spaiA 
jo~ t~, party of theiradversa.ries, a.nd folJowedthe .. ~ 
~ly~stl68s,fQrt~e,ofNapoleon. It is not always 
th,a.t,~xi.\fdkingsare ungrateful OD: their. rcstpration to the 

~~:oftheir adver.sity; andw'\is XVIJI.. repaid to 
.~ dauglJter of Neckar the tW();JnlUions whicb,ac, had 
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lenUo the state during the disastrous periad. of hisseeon<i 
administration. 

That the character of this extraordinary w~man had 
some weaknesses, and that her understanding bad some 
defects, it would be foolish to deny. The fonner cer
tai~ly, perhaps also the latter, had their origin ill the 
great warmth ·of her affections. Her nature was essen
tially good, kind, loving; and, as her attachments were 
not slowly formed, so were they not indulged by halves. 
But, if she gave herself up heartily to their influenee, 
they were not the less firm, steady, and enduring. No 
one was less fickle in her friendships. and no one was 
less disposed to quit a subject or a pursuit which had 
excited her interest, however suddenly that excitement 
had been produced. Full of enthusiasm, she was yet 
constant; prone to vehement feelings, sLe was without 
violence either of temper 01' disposition; ardent in Jlet 

aft'ections and determined in her enmities, her whole 
composition contained not a particle of spite. or gall, or 
revenge. All was noble and generous, to her very 
faults; nothing mean 01' paltry belonged to her ,under
staDdiug or her helrt. 

It is however to be observed that this ardent temper~ 
ament, which was often found· subversive of prudenqe in 
conduct, proved ex.tremely~rejudicial to the supee~$ of 
her intellectl,lal effQrts. From ~ce pr,()C~ a p,rogen~jS 
'to receive erroneous impre.flio~s ;,tor~n fram tqe 
:feelings; to be sati,sAed with. 3. ee-\ltimen~ or., Elv~n a 

'; 

phrase, 38 if.it had been an, argument;., w .. ha.st~ QV.er 
the ground towards a conclusion. from,fi,pdin~ it~~ 
agreeable' to occupy any favowite, ~~ ~., w:u. 
tbewp,y, to it by legitima.te ~eiepfl.; n.eGe~~i,~.~ 
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raeter is marked by a disposition to theorise, rather per. 
haps to coin little theories, small bits of doctrine, petty 
systems which embrace the easy corners of some sub
ject. :rhat Madame de Stai;} was wholly exempt from 
this besetting sin of her country it would be incorrect 
to affirm; but she redeemed it by· the greater extent of 
her views in general, and by the hardihood of her spe
culations upon lhe most interesting questions; and her 
writings, hoth in subject and in style, had little indeed 
of that precision, :self-satisfaction, microcosmic feeling, 
which may be traced in so large a proportion Gf ,the 
works that come from the banks of Leman Lake .. The 
tone of the sentiments was also abundantly more liberal 0\ 

and less ascetic than to satisfy the code of the city of 
Calvin. Havin9:... meptioY..ed her connexion with the 
great little republic by family, we should add that 
fllmost all her patriotic feelings were domiciled in 
Yrance. Whoever witnessed her chagrin, occasionally 
approaching to despaic, in the spring of 1814, when 
the consummation so long devoutly prayed for by her 
and her party ha<\, arrived, and, Napoleon being over .. 
thrown, the Allies entered Paris, J..ust recoUett how 
uncontroulably the Frenchwoman burst forth &nd 
triUlpphed over the politician and the cosmopolite; 
When Lord Dudley, haIf"in jest, half seriously.'ex .. 
pressed his hope that the. Cossacks ~ould reuh Paris 
and nailahOlse-s~ on the gates of the Thnileries •• 
_~al~ and her indignation knew no bou.nds, tnd.,she 
ctJUld ·only 6x-claim) "Quoi done, eette belle Franee.l" 
almoBtsuWooated by her feelings. The moderation of 
.rAlliu mitigated the acuteness ~ff these during the. 
r~ ·}teriOO·oi the occupation ; but the 8ub~t" ..... 
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the capture was one to wbie.h she avor referred with 
a bitterness of spirit wollcaleulated to read: a useful 
and a solemn lesson. It is true she endeavooted to see 
in that great event only a new cause of hating, Napo
leon, to whose tyranny and ambition she ascribed the 
fall of France; but it is also much more than' probable 
that, had she ever again b~n called to choose between 
the worst domestic faction, even the worstt,domestie thral
dom, and its subjugation effected in that of her country, 
she would have said, " No more foreign armies;" and 
it is very certain that, if the same option had been pre
sented to her mind before France had ever been over
nn,and she had foreseen all she felt on the capture 
of Paris. she would have rejected this as the worst of 
.allconsummations, and withheld ... aU .aid to its accom
plishment. The inglorious end of Mo~au, whose fall 
many might pity. but whose memory no one respects; 
adds a striking enforcement to the same patriotic 
lesson. ., 

The public and the pet'sonal character of individuals, 
always nearly allied. are in womei inseparably con
neeted; 8"0 that in describing the one both must have 
been pourtrayed. But one peculiarity remains to 
be added, and it is entitled to distinguished pr{Lise. 
Those persons wh!> are much more learned· than their 
class or order, the self~ughtAhe o~'p.~lJs.,' aDd ehiefty 

tlWomen well instructed, are somew~t like persons wire . 
have risen llll8Xpectedly and qni~kly to great wealth. 
letter-proud. a.s these a.te purse-proud; apt to look down 
upon others whose resources are more slender;~veiyapt 
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to fancy both that their own means are boundless, and. 
that. nORe else possess any at all. Accordingly, beside 
the love,ofdisplaying,their stores, it is commonly ob

sel'ved ~Qf suehscholars that they both believe them· 
selves to know everything, }tnd suppose others to know 
nothing. But the illustrious woman of whom we are 
speaking was very far above such a weakness. None 
less than she mitde a parade of her acquirements; none 
more deferred to others. or more eagerly availed her
Relf of all opporbmities to increase her information. 
Indeed in society, though naturally fond of shining, she 
thl'ew herself far too heartily into the conflict to let her 
think of exhibiting her knowledge; amI, if she delighted 
in the exercise of her t'*tuence, (as who that posseSsed. 
it would not 1) she Itever oppressed her hearers with 

; .... 
talk for the mete display of reading, nor e\'er showed 
tJle least indifference to the merits of kindred or supe .. 
l"ior spirits . 

. The religious feeling. of Madame de Stael were al
ways s·trong. an<,\ in the latter part of her Hfethey 
gainedanextraol'dfary aseendant over her. Tbeori
ginality of her genius made .her occasfonally indulgei!l> 
pecul,i~r views on ·this as. on all other subjects. But, as! 
her .. belief in revelation was sincere, her habits were, 
devout wiUlout 6uperstition,' and her faith wallstroag' 
witlwut the least tincture. of bigotry or intolerance. 
~hesuccess!ully,.in~t;c,d the same principles in her, 
c~jl&eQ; ;. ~ ber d~b$er bQthiUutratet\ the thris .. 
t~,Gospel by htp.' 'wri~s,.'~exemplifiedits beau
ti~i8· bet.li£~, 
1'be.w~thof her dections haS,been recorded: in 

l~riamily~ it is harQly.c.necu~ .toadd,theseS(lund 
VOL. II. 
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the greatest scope and were in the most constant play; 
But the predominant feeling of her soul was Jilial love. 
Her father had ever been her most confid~ntial and 
a~ached friend, from whom she had no thought or feel
ing <>f her heart concealed. Devotion to him through 
life, and the most religious and tender veneration COl' 

his memory when she lost him, seemed to oecupy her 
iwhole mind. By her own children sre was cherished 
with the same ardent affection become hereditary: 
they, and in an especial manner the Duchess de Broglie, 
were well worthy of the love she ever bore them; and 
if, to celebrate the capacity of women, as well as to prove 
how gracefully the rarest gifts of the understanding 
may be combined with the kinlliest dispositions of the 
heart, the moralist will naturally point towards the 
illustrious mother, he will also name' the admirable 
daughter, if he would present to the love and respect rf 
mankind the purest example of every female virtut, 
and of all the aecomplishmeats that can adorn the 
softer sex. 
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Ii'ROM dwelling upon one of the most delightful sights 
which the histdty of distinguished characters presents 
to the view, a family groupe of celebrated persons, 
whose virtues even exceeded their genius, and whose 
lives were spent in more harmony and more tender af
fection than are often the illlnates of the cottage, we are 
now to turn our eyes upon a picture as different as call 
well be conceived, and ~nly in the talents and celebrity 
of its subjects b~l:ll'ing' any resemblance to the former. 
But the conteTnplation is full of interest. and hy no 
ibeans devoid of instruction. 
• The great celebrity of Mirabeau, the brilliant part 
which he performed iff thp. beginning of the French 
Revolution, and the influence which he exerted over 
the early course of, that memorable .event, hav~ givfln 
an interest to his private history, which belongs to that 
of hardly any other individual who never mounted a 
throne. Accidental circumstances combined with these • 
considerations at once to excite and tq gratify the curi-
osity of the world respectirtg him. The domestic quar
°rels of which be was, if not the cause,' certailllv the 
occasion, and the disclosures to which the temper and 
th¢ indiscretion of the parties led, had made the name 

, . 
and the f8rtunes of this remarkable. person familiar to 
all Europe, as a son, a husband, and .. lover, long before 
he was known upon the great theatre of state I'l.ifairs, 
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or even in the republic of letters. That he has been 
more admired for his geniug than he deserved is a pr~ 
bable. although it can by no means be set tdown as a 
clear, proposition. That his moral characterh~ been 
blackened by prej udice and by party, while it has been 
misunderstood through ignorance of his cir¢,umstances 
and situation, seems to be a matter of no dOll bt at all. 
There is, perhaps, no second instance fif an individual 
whose faults have been committed under such a pressure 
of il1~treatment to besiege and force his virtue, rather 
than of temptation to Eeduce and betray it. Still less 
does history present any parallel to the injustice which 
has been done him by the world, even by those who had 
no prepossession against him~by .the public and by 
individuals-an injustice which has consisted in uni
formly listening to all that his enemies; chiefly of his 
own forming, said against him-never to any of hib 
own statements-nor even to any of the proofs tbat 
existed against those enemies. • There is this peculiat" 
to the family quarrels of the Mirabeaus, that in all 
other such controversies it has become a kind of maxim 
with the world t~ punish the parties, if not for their 
private dissensions, at least for their public disclosures, 
by believing that all of them were more or less .~ 
blame; by declinJng tp be' very nice ill apportioning 
their several shares of the censure; and by gene1!aJly 

: consid<~l'ing those shares as nearly equal. . In .the in
stance of Mirabeau alone this rule has been excluded; 
and, the whole blame being cast upon him, his father 
and his family have escaped all visitation . ., B~t the· 
publication, in 18*4 and the subsequent ye.a.r, of his 
Memo.rs, with the correspondence of the famiJy, has 
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oecasioned a much more equal distribution of censure, 
and has introduced us to an acquaintance which we 
never before could have with two others of the family,-, 
the father, till then only known by his obscure writings 
on,political economy, and the uncle, never known at all. 

The celebrated Marquess de Mirabeau, father of the 
Count, and head of that noble family, was one of tlie 
founders of the-sect of Economists in France,-indeed, 
after QUBRnai, its chief patriarch. He was also well 
known as the author of several important \vOl·ks upon 
its doctrines, and distinguished for his practical at
tention to economics as a considerable landowner and a 
patrician of a most ancient house. Hut they who 
had . known, or filllcied they knew, this distinguished 
individual the b~st, find themselves, upon opening the 
volumes latel1published, in the presence of a personage 
-entirely strange to them, and of W}lOse nature, habits, and 
·charact.er they had previously no kind of knowledge .. ", 
Nothing in truth can be more entirely unlike than the 
philosopher and the man, the liberal enlightened Econo
mist and the haughty aristocratic noble; the fl'iend of 
Quesnai and the father of Mirab;au; the Ami des 
Hommes· and the Pere de Famille. But all this i,s 
.t without example; indeed, such discrepancies between 

• 
men's public and their domestiechar;:tcters are far from 
rare. The difference her~ is carried unfortunately far
ther. "J ustice,-a~igol'ous love of the strictest justice,. 
-.-is tbe characteristic of the Marquess and of his sect; 
hut his treatment of his son offers one perpetual scene 

The title of the Marquess's motft: famous work. 



230 MIRABEAU FAMILY. 

of all justice grossly outraged. To obsente moderation, 
-to regard the useful end of all things,-'-!to act as if 
they were born not for themselves but fOt, mankind,-
was the very motto of the Economists;-

Secta fuit, servare mouum, finemque tenere, 
:N aturamque seq ui, patrireque impendere vitam; 
N ec sibi, sed toti genitum Be credere mundo. 

But the Marquess's predominant pa~ion was family 
pride; moderation neither in this nor in any other feel
ing was ever for an instant the inmate of his mind, nor 
the regulator of his thoughtl'l; and he always spoke, 
and wrote, and acted in private life as one who never 
for an instant of his days doubted that the world was 
made for the m'der (not the sect) he belonged to, and 
that his first and highest duty was to ~eep the Mirabeau 
family at the head of that favoured clas6. 

To follow the dictates of nature, to devote their livc!' 
to the cause of truth, was the residue of the Economist's 
motto. But the most cruel prepossession against his 
first-born,-the most refined cruelty of treatment which 
his ingenuity could devise for that child,-the greatest 
finessl·of every kInd employed to ensnare him ;-even 
the expedient of leaving him in wretched circumstances, 
and restoring him to liberty, in order that he might 
either tenninate ~is existelice in despair, or forfeit his 
life to the law-accompanied with an MulfJeFous COD-

t. ne~ion which made his own wife loo.ye his house-such' 
are the trai~s of private characttlr,whieh these volumes 
represent'8.s belonging to the lover of nature and truth, 
and these'traits are for the most part represen!ed'under 
the infallible testirf-ony of his own band. 
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But under that hand we have proofs of a difference 
still more marvellous, and of which there is certainly no 
other ex,ample .. The author of the most dull, heavy, 
unint~resting book II, in the most tiresome, insipid,-almoat 
unbea;able style, is the writer of about the ~ry best, 
the mollt lively, the most entertaining letters, in a style 
which, for originality, raciness, force, felicity of diction, 
has scarcely a .ivaI! 

The Marquess was born in 1715, the eldest surviving 
son of a family esteemed ancient and noble even in Pro
vence, and established tbere for above five centuries. 
It was the family of Riqueti, or Arrighetti, originally 
from the neighbouring territory of Italy, and which has 
produced several eminent men; although it is said that 
the relationship of the most famous of them all, Riqueti 
the engineer fmd author of the Languedoc canal, was' 
-denied by the preposterous and barbarous pride of the 
tclan. He was, like all the elder branches of noble 

French houses, .placed betimes in the arlllf: made a 
Chevalier de Malte at three years of a,ge; an ensign at 
fourteen; soon after a captain; served with great credit 
and even distinction at the siege of t\:ehl and Pbillips
bourg, and at the battles of Dettingen and Clusen; and 
in 1 '/43. at the age of twenty-eight, received tae cross 
of St. Louis. The deathoihis father.having some years 
before placed him in a s~te of independence, be DOW' 

q,uitted the army; and, leaving also the order of Malta,. 
he niantied the ':Marqui&e de Saulvebeuf, a }Vido'; and .a 
~id; for according to the admirable arra.ngements ofthe 
Qld1~gi.ein France (that perfection of patrician wisdom 
and felicity), she had been marri4exactly a.t twelve 
years old fO a gentleman ad.vanced in years, and..\'Idlo, as 
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frequently happened, acoomplished his burial before he 
consummated his marriage. This second marriage ,did 
not prove happy in the end, nor do we see who but the 
philosophical husband is to blame for it. The lany wafS 
young, dch, and noble, but not handsome: her virtue 
was beyond suspicion, however; and, this not satisfying 
the Marquess, after she had lived fifteen years in peace 
and comfort with him and borne him @even children, 
he quarrelled with her, took into his house Madame de 
Pailly, a fascinating young Swiss lady; lived with her 
openly; turned his wife out of doors; and was for fifteen 
years engaged in a course of litigation with her, and of 
cruel as well as treacherous proceeding~ against her. 
which maue both wretched, both the subject of universal 
talk, and both the objects of general b11:!l1lc, without pro.
fiting any human being, except Madame de Pailly, a.nd 
his cunning old valet, and the lawyers, and the spitefUl 
gossips of the Paris drawing-rooms. 

His chief and noble purpose in quitting the l)rofes
sion of arms was to lead a life of literary retirement, 
and to improve the condition' of his rural dependents. 
Towards these hi~ conduct was alway~ perfect; it was 
sensible, just, kind; he was their real father, and they 
were the only children who uniformly found in him the 
virtues of the par,ental character. He first, we.nt to his 
chateau in Provence; but ueither the" distance from 

-Paris',nor the state of the country there, sU'itM his spirit' 
or agreed with his taste. The reason he assigns iDe 
quitting the residence of his ancestors is abu.ndantly 
characteristic of the aristocratic' tem~rament ""hiclt..was 
his master throughl:life/ and the sol1rce :of almost air his 
own errors and his family'S misfortuJl&s. 
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. "On n'y pratiquait plusce;~u1te de respect attache a 
.des races antiques, dont 1& tout.e puissance cst maintenant 
m6ronnue; on ne s'y prosternait plus devant les vieiUes 
races et les gros dos de Malte; eniin 1a province, totalemcnt 
conqu'ise pin l'ecritoire, I~ontenait plus d'animaux armes de 
plumes que vingt-deux royaumes bien polices n'en devraient 
renfermer, espece la plus venimeuse et la plus epidemiquc 
pour un seigneur." 

Accordingly, he purchased the estate of Bignon, 11f
.teen miles from Sens and Nemours, and, soon after, an 
hotel in Paris. Then and there hegan the career of phi
losophy which he ran for half a century, and which 
only terminated with his life, about the heginning of the 
French Revolution, when he left the world with a repu
tation ii)r virtue greatly exaggerated, and for talents 
much below h48 due, at the age of seventy-five. No less 
than twenty-two works claim him for their author; but 
those which alone are now well known are "L' Ami 

• 
des Hommes," "Theorie de l'Impot," "Philosophie 
Rurale." and" Education Civile tJ'un }>rince." Beside 
these voluminous writings, he contributed it vast num
ber of papers to the " Journal d' Agriculture" -and the 
"Ephemerides du Citoyen," the former of which 
reached .the bulk of thirty, and the latter of forty 
volumes. 

It may easily be imag~ned how joyfully such a .bro
ther was .J'CCived i.nto the sect of the Economists. WPOg~ 
zealouw supporter he proved, and indeed whos"e second . . 
c~ief he was acknowledged to be. To their spit-it of 
P*4Y. Qr the. more intense attachment which sectaries 
f~l for ~h other, it is perh&ps iQaiDlyowing that his 
f~ultswete so ligbtly passed over, and his domesiic pre-
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judices shared so largely.y the F'rench public. As for 
any active virtues that he displayed, they ar~ confined 
to his industrious propagation of the Eco'llmtl-ical doc
trines, and his humane enlightened government.of his 
peasantry. He mingled, as was usual among our'neigh
bours, even for philosophical patricians. in the society of 
Paris; and, as was quite of course in the happy times 
of legitimate government, he was sentt, to prison by a 
lettre de cachet, the offence being his work on taxation, 
which gave umbrage to the Fermiers Gineraua:, and 
cost him a short imprisonment in Vincennes furtress, 
and some weeks' banishment to rus estate. The rest of 
his a.ctions, which brought his name before the public, 
were his scandalous proceedings against the members of 
his family, and chiefly his wife and his eldest son. 

, The :next perso\lage in the family group is the Baim 
de Mirabeau, the Marquess's brother. A more gallant, 
honest, amiable, and indeed sensible man, it would be 
hard to find in any .circle or in any situation of life. 
Partaking of his hrother's family pride, but never his 
follower in suffering it to extinguish the better feel
ings of his nature; just to a degree of romantic scruple; 
simple, honest, anc;l open as a child; brave t9 a fault, so 
as even to signalise himself ill ftr country, >'811 age, and a 
profession. where the highest valol!r was epidemical; .' 
kindly in his, dispositions, so as to devote his whole time 
and resources to making other. bappy; domestic and 
affectionate in his habits, so as to live for hishoother and 
his nephe~, when Ws vow precluded his ,having pro~ 
ofhis~n ; r~ligiouiS without. intol~~; 6trictlychatte 
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a:ttd pure himself, without austerity towardA others; and 
withal a man of the most masculine understanding, the 

quickest and even liveliest wit, the best literary taste
the B.ailli de Mirabeau preSents to our admiration and 
esteem one of the most interesting characters that ever 
showed the very rare union of whatever is most attrac
tive with whatever is most respectable. His love and re
pect for his br~her, both for his eminent qualities, and as 
head of his house, is one of the strongest features in his 
character; but it is tempered with every feeling of ten
derness towards those against whom the Marquess was 
most bitterly prejudiced; and it leads to constant efforts 
towards disowning his brother's animosities. His proud 
independent spirit is shown in the treatment which all 
who wouJd have encroached upon it were sure to meet 
at his hands, liowever exalted their rank or predominant 
their influence, and without th~ least thought of any re
mote effect which his high carriage rpight produce upon 
his most important interests. Of this we have an inte
resting trait in the answer he made to Madame de Pom
padour, with whom a good understanding was held 
essential by the minister Nivern01s, before :he could 
place him at the head of the marine department, as he 
wished to do.· He had succeeded to admiration in cap
tivating tlae royal mistress· at the fir§t interview. by ex
hibiting the graces both of his person and his wit, when 
she. chose to remaPk what a pity it was that the Mira-... 
beaQs were so wrong-headed (que tous ces Mi(abeau 
~ient iii mauvai8ea tetea). "Madame," (wa.s the an

ewe; ak)nee so honourable to his ~irit, 80 creditable to 
hit wit,and 150 fatal to bis vieW1,) .. Madame, i1 est , 
vra.i que e'est Ie titre de legitimite dans cette rUMSon. 
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Mais les bonnes et froides tetes ont faittant de Bottises, 
et perdu tant d'etats, qu'il ne serait peut~etre pas fort 
imprudent d'essayer des mauvaises. Assnrement, du 
moins, eUes ne feraient pas pis." 

This excellent man was born in 1717, being about two 
years younger than his brother. In three years he was 
received into the Order of Malta, in which he lived and 
died; served from the age of twelve in the navy; was 
wounded and taken prisoner by the English; was made 
Capitaine de 1Jaisseau at thirty-four, and governor of 
Guadaloupe the year after; retired to Europe for his 
health in 1755; and next year was seriously wounded at 
the siege of Port Mahon. During the rest of the war 
he had staff appointments in the marine department, 
and was in lllany dangerous battles and bombard
ments. He then was recompensed for His wounds and 
his thirty years' service. by the complete neglect of a:, 
profligate and ungrateful court, which drove him into re~ 
tirement; and he went to Malta, where he remained de
voted to the affairs of the Order till he obtained a Com
manderie in 1766, which carried him into France, and . ( 

he there devoted the rest of his honourable life to lite-
raryease. 

Of Madame du Saillant, ~arried into the elder branch 
of the amiable aDd revered family of Lasteyrie,* but 
little is known. She wa;s the eldest and "most gifted of 

'the ~l\rque8S's daughters. Her sister, Madame de 
Cabris, though less clever and accomplished, would in 
any other fa~nily have passed for a w~~der; bU,t her 
life and habits were, profligate, and the Mirabewu annals 

• Count CbarleJ Ll\Bt~yrie is a younger brother of thia,hoUBe: he
iifltlo~n: respected, and beloved by all the friend.!! of humaJUty. 

" 
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often note the exploits of a certain Brian«Ou, her lover~ 
a. Ilerson of coarse manners, vulgar cunuing, and dis
honourf~ble habits, whom nevertheless the Marquess 

thoug!lt fit to employ, partly as a spy and partly as a 
thief:'catcher, to entrap or to seize his son. Nor is 
there any of those annals more painful, we might almost 
say disgusting, than that in which this low creature 
plays his part.. Of Madame de Pailly much less ap
pears directly, though her mischief-making hand is 
perpetually seen in all the history of the family; but 
the exquisite delicacy of the Bailli, and his prodigious 
respect and tenderness for his brother, made him shun 
all mention of her, and all allusion to her, except on 
one occasion, when he perceived her iufluence hard at 
work to produce a new quarrel between the father and 
the son, as SO~1 as tl\ey had been restored to each other's 
Ciociety after a separation of ten yean;, and immediately 
'\tfter they ha.d seized the opportunity of her absence 
ii'om the chateau to ber,ome somewhat cordial together. 
Then it is that the good Bailli indite>: some letters full 
of sense, and no less honourable to his lleart than to 

his head. 

"Trop de gens se meIent de tes affaircs; tu me com
prendras si tu veux; que tovt ce qui te paralt obscur soit 
iclairci par toi-meme, et point d'yeux etrangers, surtout 
des yeux feminins; plus ets yeux-la ont d'esprit et sont 
aim ables, plus il fIWt s:en metier, comme de ceux d'UIl8J 

, .. 
~lle Circe, derriere laquelle l'csprit de domjnation et. de 
jalousie s'';tablit et s'iusinue. de maniere que les plus 
~nds ~ommes en sont les dupes. Tu me dis, pour 
t'obstiner a m'envoyer ton fils et a-me Ie Iaisser, Ie sup-

·posa.nt rej~int ala Cigate ayant cha:te tout rete, que pres 
de toi .rainl6 J alouserie, comma disait notre mere, s; l~gerait 
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entre les deux belles-sreurs, Hi celIe d'Aix et&it -chez toi; til 
cites pour cela Ie passe. Tu te meprendtl Ii j!C qui fut 
dit alors, et tu adaptes les paroles a l'objet qu'elles 
n'avaient pas, et point a celui qu'il etait tout simple qu'eUE's 
eussent; car quelqu'un ne voulait pas qu'il y eut decoift'es 
dans la maison; mon chapeau meme y deplaisait. Les 
femmes ne savent qn'intriguer, surtout les femmes d'esprit, 
sorte d'animalle plus dangereuxde tous; celIe en qui tu as 
une trop forte con fiance est comme les aullles; veut etre la 
maltresse: tout ce qui peut faire obstacle a cd empire, ou 
Ie partager, lui est desagreable, et en est hii cordialement. 
RegIe generale et sans exception, toute femme, dans sa 
position, veut gouverner absolument, et elle comme les 
autres; je ne saurais me rappelcr mille petits traits, meme 
vis-a-vis de moi, qui, comme tu crois bien, ne m'en souciais 
guere; mais ce qui a moi, homme tout-a-fait libre et indo· 
pendant, ne me faisait rien, choque beaucoup les enfans; 
elle n'a jamais aime aucun des tiens>; bien' est-il vrai que, 
sauf Saillanette, tout Ie reste ne paraissait pas tres-aimaLle;' 
mais Caroline elle-meme, notre douce et paisible Caroline,' I 
la femme la plus emuliente qui fut jamais, Caroline, qui 
n'a. des yeux que pour son pere, son mari, et ses enfans, et 
qui 1'est si fort attachee, tu te tromperais fort si tu croyais 
que l'au.t.rc l'aim~t; tcompte que. sans me meIer trop dans 
les choses, je vois II peu pres tout, et je laisse aller, parce 
que je sais qu'on ne peut pas emp~cher la riviere de 
couler." 

U J'ai toujours vu, ou a peu, pres, le8 de~aut$ ~CBgens 
que j'aime. Je ne vois meme bien que eeux-Ia; mais, faute 
~archan;es, il faut aimer des creature~' imparfaites. II ne 
faut pas meme avoir vecu la moitie de mon age, pour s'etre 
persuade de eela, sans quoi ron se prendraii bien en ~ver
sion soi-meme. Tu .as grande ra.ison de' diteequ~ 1es 
mouehes ineommoden:t plus que 168 elephans; et, quand , 
nousveulons voir une mouche par Ie vemn,DouseD faisoJJS 
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un tHepqant de notre faeicnde. Je t'assure, par exemple, 
que Ill. personne dont nous parlions, et sur qui tu decoches 
dca sarcasmes tranchans et affiles par la queue, comme 
disait Montagne, m'a dit, plus de cinq cents fois peut-Hre, 
dans lp. longue suite de roes secousses, 0\1 il s'est trouve 
bien des mticomptes et des faussaires; bien d'honnetes gens 
s'inthessent veritablement a vous; Ie public meme 8'indigne
rait de vos malheur8, si vous ne les portiez vous-meme; mais 
vous n' avez vraiJnent que deux c(I1url>' a vous, le bon Baitti 
et moi." 

The Bailli's answer is also admirable:-

" Le bon Bailli! le bpn Baill£! eh! par saint Polycarpe, 
monsieur Ie marquis et mon tres-cher frere alne, avec qui 
diable veux-tu que mon excellence raMehe, si ce n'est avec 
toi? Le bon Bailli! La personne qui a dit ce mot a fait 
aete de faussete; le bon Bailli Ie sait, et Ie voit depuis long
temps sans Ie cijre; il s'est bien, des 1750, apergu que cette 
'personne ne l'aimait pas, et tu l'aurais bien vu, si eUe avait 
.cru possible de te detacher de moi; depuis, j'ai cent fois vu 
qu'on a voue aux deux freres la haine Ill. plus implacable; 
j'en ai bien rna part; Saillanett,e et du Saillant aussi Va, 
crois-moi, une etrangere qui s'introduit dans une maison y 
fait naitre la discorde et fait mettre en mouvement tontes 
les passions qui suivent la discorde. I1u reste, n'enparlons 
plus." 

But let us now come to the most important figure 
by far in this group. Honore Gabriel Mirabeauwltl\ 
e¥0we4 by na.ture with a quick and vig~rous under
standing. a lively imagination, passions more vehement 
tJutn -are."lmost ever seen in union with such intellectual 
powers,· and a disposition naturally,kindly and humane. 
Histemp~lDent led to the early unfolding .~th 'of 
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hi~~jRf&i~~, ae~ 1,~W;DtalJa~~1,;?~r~~ia,~d,~h~~ ~~, (~W;~~'}-, 
st:t1,lp~~ o~:~?r4 ,<?f ch~},(ir,~~ fpfmi,~4' sllfll.p"",n~)9~,1W 
as he, seell1~ ~" ~~ve ,imbib~~l~ " ev.enduripg ~hisiQ,f8.llf.Y' 
rr,h~' p.ecut\~riifcu~s~n?~~ t~ iE . :whj.ph he :~~s .. Jr~~.b\~ 
b~~~~od up'Yar~~'I"p}~~~.hJ.:)the sing~lar, ?~jVioqs, p;et-
jud~ces~ ,a~~ temper of lus father, ex~~~~~~"a ~o~,t,,, 
po~~~ful in~uen.e({ upo~)li~ f~ole, ~~du~~, ;,;a~~W~,t 
have' deeply affected hIS character in .. evel'ymate~iaL 

L, :. '/". ,.. t '.l, ".t,; .' , ',~ f'~"" l.)~t( 't ,: " 

resp~ct: 'y e,t \ve may ilPpreci~~e his me~i!~ ,a~~ 4~-i 
fa~,\ts, ~ve~, :tt(l;ought~e arti~~~l coveri~g ,~hic)~i\\~7f\i: 
th~~'th~~wll'over his nat~ll:e; and, althOllg~l,i~pt\tuosi~ , 
o(reeli~glS, and a proportionatedisregarp. of ,the,.oho:. 
sta~l;s : "'hich 'il~ ougl~tt~)lave re~pect~d in.st~ad .. 9f 
overleaping;' forms. ,apred~l~linant 'i~~tu~e .ofhis l11iI;ld 
and his habits, we cannot fa.irly., cha~ge ,him ,with any 

, '., ' ," J ~ , ) " ,'> . . 1, ",' , , • 

of those faults which go maill~y to X()rm t1.e vi~io~s dis:"; 

position.. F~rced ,fit:st \.i~t? 'e~~r~~ge!p~~~i" .~~~n~,}~e.. 
society, of ,his fal~i1y '. ~n~ aft~l~~~rds,irto, fO~~~lll.n~j ~f 
the parentaJ authority, it must be, admitt~d that9ri-

:'~>~\'l,J'" " ',' , " t ,"~" . ,.,' ",<;,', " ,,', ~,~." 

ginalty he had strong filial ~ffectio,ns, a~ld 110 desi~,e ~t 
1 f ~. 'i":. - . • • . • > \ " -". " • I ' , , ., '. "'. an ~o set at dena~ce a ~on~rol which be heldpeculiarly 
B~1~"'q",,' ! '"J ",.'~ 'Ii,,';" ':'. , 

8acr~a ;': 'wr i~ it to be forgotten . that, . w:1!en his two 

pa'~~~~~i',q~a~~~,I~d';1"h~~~,~i8te,~ ail 'a~enip.ts_ ?.f; \~h~ ~;~, 
;:~m~~go~:,f St¥~ l~~!i,r~~~l,~ 'J;h~i~ h~::ete~?t~i!:~~' 
w~:W~t'~\)~i{~\~ ·~ft~~s#~ ~rit~~ ~e~;~infi' d;h: il' '~'~~'1j 
o . 'j!~~~~~ .• ~ij ~~ ':'t{1it~~;l~r~tik~ 't!, hi~\~~\~~i ~.~ 
h~f\aJ<~~~iy'i!bi~:;~'~~~~~' :\V~~ ~xtirlgJ~J{ibi'~;(J 
persecution;' for we find him to' the last feeling an iil
te~t~l.snper.iority, . which . -eertainJy' Clid;<lWt ~iflt,<1f11ld' 
al"",., refrainingifrpml'etaUating . t~ "chkrge$:bfudght': 
agtti~~t '~'hitfteetf for' :bis ina~orO\is tm;;; ( '!¥,~ti1 'lU1~!~~ri" 

, ""',',, 'ft:" tf!'. '.',' •. _'<\ ,",,'t·,,", , 
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to the worse life of the Marquess.· The parsimonious 
treatment to which his comfort and respectability in the 
world Was all his' life sacrificed, and which his father 
chos~ ~ reconcile with a family pride almost without 
a parallel, never made the son forget who and what be 
was, by descending to any act of mea.nness or dishonour; 
and, while pressed by want of the common necessaries 
of life, and tortul'ed by the far more unbearable sight of 
those he most loved suffering the same privations, his 
exertions to relieve himself were always confined to the 
works of honest, though obscure, industry; nor has 
anyone of his innumel'able enemies. domestic, political, 
or personal, ever charged him with ever using, for the 
purpose of solicitation, that pen which W8.8 his only re
source against want. The shifts and contrivances to 
which needy m'en, with strong passions, and in high 
s.tktions, so often resort. and which would seem to justify 
if: theil' case the uncharitable saying. that integrity and 
poverty are as hard to reconcile as it is for an empty 
sack to stand upright,-have never been imputed to 
Mirabeau, at a time when his whole s<l.ul was eng!ossed 
by an overpowering passion, or his senses bewitched by 
It life of pleasure, or his resources brought to an ebb 

MttJeabove those of the menial or the peasant. It would 
~ve .Deen well if the influence of disorderly passions 
had nOt plunged him into otb~r excesses no less blamable, 
though not,perhap!l, "'-t all dishonest or mercenarx,. It 

~;J, .~ '. ~ , 

' .. , ~Qrk alone,'which a1tacked the Marquets, i. laid to b~ hi •• 
.. "" .. 

BI1(~~vid~~q£autbol'llhip it ~ry.can':t and it seem. hardly 
~r~,e~ch, I"f~d*; to claarge him with ao great a departure from. 
hi. ge~ lane 'Of ecmduct. 

VOL~ II. R 
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is not the connexion he formed with Madame Ie Monnier 
~o which we refer, beca~se for' that, iu its ':commence
mellt, there were many excuses. A girl Of eighteen 
married to a man of seventy-five, and only nom~nally 
married to this keeper, alternately confiding and jealous 
-now tempting her by indulgence and eallelessness
now watching and restraining with tormenting and 
suspicious rigour-finlt awakened in 1.1irabeau's bosom 
t~ most irresistible of the passions, and all thfl more 
dangerous for so often assuming the garb, and even 
uniting itself with the reality, of virtuous propensities. 
The elopement which followed, and was caused by a 
dislike on both their parts to play the hypocrite and 
live with him whom they were deceiving, proved alto
gether alien to the habits of French society, and 
severely outraged the feelings of those refined profligates 
who, reckoning vice itself nothing, hold indecorum to oe 
the worst of enormities: in other words, prefer the sem
blance to the reality of virtue, and forgive one offence if 
another, the worseI' crime of falsehood, be added to 
veil it from T1Ublic view. . ,,". 

Accordingly, there was an outcry raised throughout 
all society,. not in France only. but in Europe, at the 
unheard-of atrocity. A young woman had, left her 
superannuated busband, '~h~m she had, by the eu.stoms 
of aristocratic soci~ty, be~n co~pel1ed' to mk¢ for her 
ty~ant and tormentor, under the n,dme of ~ husband, and 
had left him for one of an age nearer her own, and who 
sacrificed himself for her deliverance. "'The lovers 'had 
reb~lled against t!lo~e rules whichregtilatea the'viclou.s 
,intercourse of nibles in legitimate Frarice; they had 
outraged all the finer feelings of patrician nature, by 
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r~f!.I.sing to lead a life, of ,pretence, and treachery, and 
8ecy~t indulgence; they had even bro~ght into jeopardy 
tIle long-established security of iflicit intercourse, under
stood without being avO\ved; , and the veilwasthtis 
about lu be torn away from all the endearingimmorali
ti~8 that give occupation and interest to noble life, 
and break the calm monotony of an existence which 
d~mands that itpever shall be ruffled but by voluntary 
excitements. nor ever let alone while it can be tickled 
into enjoyment. Hence all society (that is, all the upper 
and worthless portion of it) combined" to a womah" 
against the hapless pair; Mirahcau was regarded as a 
monster; and the conduct of his father, who hunted 
him over all Europe, and then fl ung him into a priSOIl 
for the best years of his life, was excused by all, and 
blamed hy nOllf; while no one ever thought of visiting 
~he other party with the slightest censure"':"no one 
'?v~r ventured to " hint a doubt, or hesitate dislike," of 
that very father turning his wife, the mother of his 
daughters. out of doors, and installing a mistress in her 
room. 

The darker portion of Mirabeauis conduct. relates 
to Sophie-not to Madame Ie Monnier.;' When~/under 
!h8.t ,nam~, he dragged her before the public, and in

'dulged'a l~Se and pruri~nt!ofancy. in prMiding fut-the 
worst appetit~sof lieeiitiqu8 minds; ~ he' becmne IjtMiy 

" ih~objec,ti~f itv~r~i?IJ, ~~d even df disgust; ail(l'ra.rtied 
hiQis~lf~iwith" tbe\vriters of obscene works~ hftOak 

, ).. ~,' '-'I'"; , ., '. ' , :" 

~he. pre~denee of these in pl·ofligacy. by malcing his own 
'. am~UIl'Sit~ethelUe Qf~ abandoned contemplations.-- It 

.''', 'P ; '~l\ ,;., " , " 
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is the very worst passage in his history;, and it ,is 
Besrly the1oo1~ on~ which 1idmitff neither d~rence not 
palliation. ' ,'. The other grave' eka'r~' to' wliith 'he' is' ex ~ 
posed, iOfpublishing the BerlinCorresponi:len~, ';i~~ 
th_~h ori'ditferent grounds, alike Withotifjus.ti:6eation. 
In ritenuation: 6f it, it has been observed that thew-hote 
object of hi'!.lexistence depended upon the shpplies whith 
it, {urnished. His election in Provence would, without 

~, 

it, lmv6"been hopeless. But this is a sorry topic even 

of palliation. 
But if -all these and more vices, these and more fatal 

indiscretions, may be justly charged on Mirabeau, if is 
fit we ·ever should bear in mind the treatment which he 
oonstarltly experienced from It parent whose hearth~d 
been alienated, and whose very reason had been per.
verted, by the arts of an intriguing W6tnan. All the 
juvenile follies of the fiery young man are exaggeraterl :. 
his conduct is condemned in the mass ;if he does ~~1l! 
he,.1s charged with caprice; if he erl'S, it is his diab6! 
lioal nature that accounts fOf'it. He marries; tIle match' 
proves an unhappy one. He is kept generally without 
a shillipg of all()\vff.nce, tlndexpected to live like a noble 
Prov~~l., 'He makes ''love to l\fadame Ie M'b'nriier, and 
elopes,witn her; :h~ ifnienouncedtts ~~mririster; cited 
beiore a court of provineial!'fwtiee ·('8.S 'it Was' t~rm.edj: 
and condemned to'-deatIoi if1~ki$ a'bseneel HJiflies ~';[~ils 

t.. ".., ., '. 

pursued by' his' fatlier.,with-.llieto!&ble' ::sevmty;- I1n.1: 

, :'.' .'~ '.;,l'l," -:' "', """,' "'J"~""{"\'! ,,~~'y},~,,:;.k'.;., .>.;,·~·'·/.f·',r~~ 
may'have been anerwardsulI~' from, necei8i~. )l' ~ha,~~aa ,~' 

. ,ca_'~f giVing INCh Ih!ritei\it &tfu8ionll 'pu't,llcity, ""e'~~en Iti;J 
~t ~he;offeoce of the eonpoei~n; in iUclf~_eetl;~~1 
al#,,~~Dle!ti~IIt@~~.e.p<lt'tion-.f;th')~( . ,-
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~~t with spi~$,and even bravoes. Nothing can be 
IYQre terrible1;hanbthe ,e,xeesses of~enta] rage to whioh 
family ,pride ~, person~1 prejudice. had. wrought, up 
tAei¥¥quess's feeling!3. In furious·lett~~ ,the vioiedt 
~,~ions .. of the old noble b:r:eak Olit. Tb.e good Bailli 
~ies~ng ~d long to mediate ,and to soften; but ,at 
~~pgth even, he is f~rced· to bend before the stomn p.;8.ild 

the cor~e~ponderlCe of the brothers presellUs onlyleite.r8 
and answers, almost alike violent and ,detertnieed 

,gainst him. At length the l\'I~rquess succeeds in 
sei~ng his son's person, and he i~ immured fodorty·two 
m~Hlths. in the fortress of Vincennes; only, after a long 
i~.terval, allowed h09ks and pen and ink; and never suf
Jeted to correspond without his letters being read by 
the governor. whose a.ffections, as usual, he enti'iely 
gained. 

On his liberation he had a painful interview with 

Madame Ie Monnier-his Sophie-who had been sup
po~ed faithless, and he charged her, with the offence·; 
she defended her CQt;lduct, and recriminated upon her 

,'" ," < 

lover,. whQ, , it. ,m~y be prelSumro, Cituld not !~easily 

r~pe,l ~he,~~satian. 'rhey p.arted is mlltual displ";'l 
S~t~, an.d, .. th,~, estrange.mant. unoappily,;c1lfas. eterll~~ 
SI1~"r~i'O'e,4. ,q. ,the, WDIla.s~ry where she ,had taW.' 
ref~,qRtilJ~er WP,p.nrd,'~·j~k; Mlatben,ea1inu.ed 
}If, ¥ a4jPWjng hq~.)ltJv.ing formed an. intimate frituniJ· 
ship with, the sisters uf the convent. An att~ment 

grew up betweenhers~l,fa~~ amos~ ge~eryi~grpa~ •.. bu,* 

W;~o~\:~n~fP~Y'i'~.~r,e,i~?jJf~i~tend~d .marri~ ~uld 
t8j~ ~~a?e'\'~;~l~eJ,edwlth '. ~m~ary'eonsumrtoll'. 
and dIed In her.8ml&irafteJ'\hel"'~BSsiduoos and affectIonate 
attendance of many months by his sick couch. An 
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'$.~d and worthy .phy~ician an~ hi~ wif~,~~d ta1i~n thi~ 
ill-fated lady under their protection, and Vf~ir~y en de a
VQU:fed to CQllSole her. She had 'fniquently ~fore'~on
templated 'suicid~, and' always, was re~olve~ to seek 
refl..HJe in it from her family's and her hU,sba~d's perse
cutions. Smne. days before her last misfortune, an acci
dental death by the fumes of chl:tfcoal had hap~ned 
in the t:teighbourhood, and drawn her' attentipn to this 
mode of self-destruction. She had examined 'the parti
culars, aud mad, inquiries of the physieian as to the 
experiment and its conditions., With her wonted deci
sion of mind she took her resolution prospectively, and 
in the contemplation of her betrothed's death. With her 
wonted firmness of purpose she executed the resolve, a~d 
was found dead an hour after his dece~se, in her cham
ber, where fEhe had placed a brasier oflive charcoal, after 
closing the windows and the doors. Such are the fach 
respecting the eud of this noble-minded and i1l-f~ted 
woman; and they are attested by the evidence of the 
physician's family, of the nuns, and even of the inquiry 
ju4iciQ).l~ institutOO by the local authorities. The mere 
date of the death! however, and the known courtship 
an4 intended IDarriage, are enough to convict of the 
mOst glaringfalseh~od thQlOe reports whi~h soon after 
weJ'e spread byirbe implacable enemies 9.f.M'i:rabeau; 
and which. i~ ispai~ulto ihink, '. found then-'~~rint? 
,,:orkli-,of great credit. ·.Thus. 000",0£ the greatest ~~
ria-us o~ t¥ Revolution says, that,'onbis. liberatlOIi" ttoln 
YinQeDl~es,he'desertEd Sophie, who put a periOct'tij 'her 
'., ,',.'. " .,: ," . ;, ... , \ :(" \ " ,:,. ',' 6 . ,,"", "~:.Y /,~'~: 

~~,~f\ce.-leayin"i~ to bei~fe~r:~t~t t~~re.:w~~;'~o " 
9.1:l&~r~l :but,!thM IS COIllpal!ativ~ly ~mmaterlaJ. f'>,r .the 
uncliiiiiiable m~y Say he soughithe qua.rreltO' ~~r his 
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inte.ndeq desertion-but leaving it also to be inferred, 
wh~ch IS absolutely untrue and indeed impossible tha.t 
l~ersuicide was 'caused by his conduct. 

The history of 'Mirabeau's private life, an~ his treat
ment by his family~ forces upon the reader'; tnind one 
st~iking reflection upon the truly wretched state of 
society under the old regime. To the merCiless Aris
tocracy which, ~ndel', perhaps we should rather say 
along with, the Dp-spot, swayed the country, Mir8.lie~u 
was indebted for the ill-treatment, nay, the persectitioil, 
of his father. To the samt: cause, thd Marchioness, his 
m~ther, was indebted for her ill-assorted marriage. til'at 
with a man old enough to be her father, while she ,vas 
an infant, and next to a man she never was loved by ; 
and to the same cause she owed the persecution she 
encountered ~en his coldness had been turned into 
aversion. To the same cause, Madame Ie Monnier 
~wed her forced marriage, when a girl, to It man old 
enough to be her great-grandfather, and the life of' 
'agony, rather than misery, she afterwards led. 'The 
powers " of the CrowIl came in aid of Aristocratic pride 
and Aristocratic fury; and the State prison ya'\vne,tio 
receive wh~tever victim was required by the demon of 
family prid.eor domestic tyranny,-aping, almost pass
hlg~ th~tyranny of the Crow~. rrhe~e are the blessings 
,which the Revolution is ooarged with having torn from 
'u~happy . Fran~e! • These are the glories, and this th~ 
l~iiciiy.9fthe,old reg!.m~J 1'hese are the go()(Ts which 
1,',' ;." '. fl. '\ , !':' ,. .. ~'t ',' " _ ". , 
t~e gods of 'legitimacy'prQ\ri~~ ,for their votaries!. Apd 
:h~gai~ these j,oys it is~:that some men would assist 
'the ::,Ca.rli$,tha~atul of prIests an •. nobles, against the 
~~i~~ty milijo~ ,'~r O\l~' 'fi:ee' and dau~tIess Ilf.'gllbours 
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7j!JSt!~S'i~o"perpetuate the· llkegioAes' of . ilhsohlt~ 
-MPI1¥<;b~.And .pur~ A~i~t~~~ eb5e'Wherf!f,the' saaR 
I&i~~iaus~e.knit jIll the bauda,oflheam:y frie!MW!ti'p 
'Y!~h,~ll,th~,,~s,.wost. bigoted,. desp~ in<1OO,1mtries 
DQt r y~ I yisiteP." J:IY'. tb.e .. irresist\bl e ··wlWe of;, Gi!lM!'-1 
R~forPl !" 

~t wi~ cqnlplet~the view ·of Mir&bellu:8chamoter~ 
if we add that he joined to· extraordiwryJtatems, and 
a n;tost brjlliant faQcy. powers of applieationrarely found 
in such as~(){(illtion; that his .vigorous reasctuing, whe;. 
ther from 1$Orne natural defect of judgment, ·or {fomtne 
influence of feeling and passiml, often proved an unsafe 
guide, even. in speculation, still oftener in action; that, 
slave as he too gener&lly. proved to the love of ig.:.
dulgeuce. his courage, was ever. sllstained above all 
suspicion;, t~at even hi!, shOire ora virtu! far mQte·rave, 
true fortitp/leuudtn' calamity. surpassed that -of .mos\ 
men ~ auq Ithu.t. all thehp-rdships hehad.undel'gone, and.' 
th~, .~OJ;m~n.ts J~, ;.hlld suiered. from so many forms of 
illgfWiQ\~ pec*WCution, nev.e-.rJOl'.a moment infused any 
gall int~l:L.d~~.Po8ition odginally, anrlthroughoot bene
volent and kind. 

Of .his geQlWt. ,We.~hm@numentsitl16t remain are' 
his ~P~~18I),:,~,jev~,the~;wene not alway~!his own 
~'po~~~"I;.\~-qth;»QlW~~~J1lumveray, ana:1?el1e-nc~' 
IlJ8nJ~f,~ip~Jletl j:abi~i~ ,\ did·· more than s!lJist,hDti 
,i~,t~fj.l:'W·odp.crtio,q,; wt ~.ne of,t}o.e inest a,:e:lkuoR 

t!~;4a,y~)~ell;J;ti~, .. 01J('Q;; atld:t~tl g~J~t~~s~thtJs. 
. -

'!!M9h .,pro4~", #W,,.~u~gwlliL,efte~, )\\$1'8.: 1M 
ir;l"i~-»-tiQn, .AL~~.~RY.MA~.' ,,,Hjs.l~...., w_S~'W*e . . , . 
~je~~~r'P~o~~~ "f.W~r..:;t.he .. i\re~.,,;:WJt.Bti.,to. b& 
well digested, or carefully finished. The ehief of them. 
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,his. "Monarchie Pru88ienne," is no doubt a vast colleC
tion ofstatistic.d facts; and, 'as he had access to the 
"hole ,of the information' which was 'possessed by the 
govenpnellt upon the subject;· it is impoSsible to' ~ay 
'~he has not so uted his materials as to produce a 
work 'of value. Yet the arrangement is not pecUli~d~ 
felieitous; nor are the proofs on which the statements 
rest sifted: with much care; while th~ dissertations, 
that . plentifully garnish it, are often very prolix, and 
founded upon economical prinCiples, which,thOugh 
generally sound, being, indeed, those or the mMe11i 
system, are applied, as it were by rote, to any case, and 
made the ground of deoision, without the least regard 
to the limitationM that must practically be introduced 
into the rules, or the exceptions that oceur to their 
application. As for his intimate friend Major Mati
',ilIon's share in this wOl'k, the subject of so many exag
~~ation8. he has himself frankly admitted 1:hat it was 
altogetlter subordinate, althou'gh of great importante, 
nay essential, to -the execution of tbeplan. The inHiiJ 
tary detail •• especially, owe to biM talents and p,xperiei1~ .. .. 
their principal value. The" Essai sur Jee;DeliJpdti.'" 
his earliest pOlitical production, is, thOUgh 8ev'et-ay 
judged by·his own eritiei~, a work()fextraordihaty 
merit; ·and the C" Consider&tious Sur J'Agiotage,"~iIRJ 
the:,essflY on .. Lettres ·d~Cachet:·maypiobablr''be 
"es.teemed his bet-'1 tl'act8. But we are· here$~kthg 
of tbose:writin~8 ' W'liiclt partake J!ot 'of the oratorl&.t 
character; fdt, to estimate·· Mirabeau·'S getiius;We in~st 
look ~t Ute·· sudtien' alit}: occ1ttlioo'3l:prdduction~ 'of his 
perl, which reeemble '~8; 'mote; 'tbaribOoks",i and 

;~. ~ 
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whiell.indeed. though never s,poken. belong far Ulore 
to,the rhetol~cal than the literary or scientifi~ class of 

writings. ' Among these the celebrated .. " :Reponse 
aux Protestations des Possedant Fiefs," publisbed in 
Februa.ry, l788, and written, as i~wel'e, ofI:'hand~ justly 
deserves the highest place; and it would be <\ifficult to 
match it in the history of }<""'l'ench eloquence. 

Before closing these observations U4pon Mil'aheau's 
merits as an author, it is fit to add that no man ever 
held the literary character higher, or comported himself 
more proudly in its investiture. He never but once 
published anything without his name; he never deemed 
that littu·8.l'Y labour, for the purpose of just and honest 
gain, was other than a source of honour; he gloried in 
the name of author; and never was ashamed of his 
calling. of the labours which it imposed, or the priva
tions which it entailed upon him. He has, in ont; 

• striking passage of his very voluminous writings, 
expressed sentiments upon the importance of the Re
public of Letter/,;, and the feelings of literary men, So . 
just and so useful for all to whom they apply, that it 

• • 
is propel' to transcribe them, llnd give 80 wholesome a 
lesson more general circulation. 

" Ah! s'ils se d6vouaient' loyalement au nob1e metier 
d'Hre utiles! Si 'leur Indomptable amour-propl'~ pouvait 
composer avec lui-marne. flt sacrifier III glorio\c a laiitligoite 1, 
Si. au };eu de' s'avilir, de s'entredechi~er. de detruire. feci· 
proquement ''leur influence, iis reunissaient l~qrs efforts,et 
leurs travaux pourterta$ser l'ambitieux. qUi '\lSlll'p~.,l'i~~ 
posteur qui egare, le.lache qui se veDd; si, mep-ftsant le viI 
m.,tier de gladia.teuts litteralres, iis se croisaient en ve,ri-
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fables frercs d~armel!l eontre les prejuges, Ie mensonge. Ie 
dhatlatanisme, la superstition, 18 tyrannie. de quclque genre 
qu'eUe lIoit, enmoins .d'un siecle 1& facc de la terre scrait 
chQ~gti~ !.:' . 

... Of tlu~ 'violent 'ith'a'preeocion~ physical temperament 
of Mira;beau, mention has already been made. A slight 

notice of his personal appearance may not inapp'ro
priately ciose tllls impet'fect sketch. His ugliness was 
so great as almost to become proverbial; and features:, 

naturally harsh and even distorted, were rendererl stiU 
more repulsive by the deep furrows of the confluent 

small-pox. His natural vanity. almost as exaggerated 

as his deformity, even drew from its eXCe!oi8 the matcIials 

of gratification. " Personne" (he useo to say), "ne con
nait la puissance de rna laideur ;" and he was wont to 

• speak of its" IlUblimity." The power of his eye, how-
• tf~er, was undeniable, and the spirit and expression 

which hit; mind threw into all his countenance made 

it, how plain soever, anything rather than uninteresting 

or disgusting. The arch reply of M. de 'ralleyrand i! 
well known, as illustrative alike of .l\firabeau'&, meutaJ 

and bodily imperfeetions. He was dilating UpOl1 the 

(]uulities which must meet ill whoever should aspire to 
govern France under u. free ct>nstit uti on, and was enunciat

ing, "11 faut qu'il sait el~quent-foflgueux-noble·~-· 
a.nd·l1tafty other qu~Hties notoriously possesse<l byhilil
self--when the witi'll! and wily statesIDan add8tl, .. El 
qu'it 80it trace de Ja" petite verole, n'est.ccopas 1" 
"V.e have hitherto bee)) dwelling upon the private his-

t~rY and"~lep~~'~onal ~ua.1iti:s. ~t: ttis .cele~rated indi~
dual, whose pohticallllstory IS mtanately IDIxed, up WJth 
the first stage of the French Revolution, and wttose pub-



titt~e'h\i'r~er'has been sketched by sofhie 8; p,n,* that 
h&tttJlefartlsts'may well abandon the ta* in: despair. 
BI1~l befote adding the few remarksreq,uireil by thios 
~ject, dne'may 'be ofl'erea' which the' da~g~lter, ,of 
Nebka:rtou1dless easily make. '" e may express the 
mdi~ati()n with which every man 6f gOod feelings, and 
&i'd~ecf(j(sbtndprinciples, must regard bis attacks 
rtporitl\~tlV~fi~r~ble man. That he thlre ,suWered per
Jon'lll fmHk~'foguide' his pen and direct' his conduct 
cannot be' id~ubted. ' Nor can any one ~void agreei~g 
Mthhis d.ndid and even favourable commentator, the 
amiable, and eloquent, and sensible Dumont, in his 
reprobation of the sudden turn which his course took 
when policy required a suspension of hostilities; and i 

the quick transition from menaced and even boasted 
destruction to absolute neutrality-hardly to be ex
ceeded by the scandalous scenes, 80 disgusting to R.ll 
honourable minds, in later times enacted before our 
eye's~ 'by certain politici~ns of the present day. No
thing can exceed the acrimony of Mirabeau towards 
Necka~, except tIle mild and dignified patience, ap
proaching to indifference, of that excellent man, uuder 
the attaek. 

iiA.ltbaugh it is undtmiab~e that his whole ,conduct in 
tlm:k~hes~hlchmade him and all France a p<lHti~i~~ 
his'spirit ana' his ·~ap~city-ab~ve all,bis;~d~~ss*,hi,s , 
t{ellfill.tY.~or;t~sbu'rbe~, and h~s brilliant eloqtlel1C~.,-. CQ~~ . 

st&11t1y'apPMred,'aril always: pr~d\lc~d.wi~~ . ~rtwntf 
their'tlatur'9.1 e«ea"orinfJuend~ th~ cours~ ofe,vetttli\ in 

',.'( ", .' 

" 
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~ I~~a~v~llousde%re~ ;,Y~t; it m~y,,~, fl;\i.flyqq.~st,iQn~ 
If. in aU. that eventful hIstory ~o p?~de,~. ~ry UWPt'!. 
~~~~ ~ne hldividu~l appeared w~9se cQ~du<tt w~ ~~~ 
under tIle interested' jmpulseof lnerely. selfi~h feelings, 

, '." '.' " ",". . 
IH~~gu!ded by" more exclusIvely ,personalc~lcula.~l,QI)S 
of' iiiterest.Living in times wheJ:l,cv~n, the; !~q~it 
ilatures were kindled with patriotic zeal: ,~nd ,the ~pat 
calculating ,,;'er~ carried away into a forgetflJlp~~ I,of 
the~r own' interests, he, whose nature' was fiery" ~4l 
whose conduct had been a tissue of indjscret~oJl"" 
seems to have always practised enthusiasm as allle~i 
towards an end, and to have made the speculations fw:, 
his own benefit-first in power, next inpl'ofit-,the1>u
sincss of his public life. With aU his warmth of el~
quence. all his admirahly acted passion, all his effective 
display of readf feeling, as each occasion required, ,it 
IQay be safely affirmed that Robespierre himself sholYed 
1.r more genuine zeal for the propagation of his, pl'in-:; 
cipIes, far more fanaticism in 11is de,votion to poPu.lar 
rights, a far more pnquenchable hatred ,of courts, and 
of every tyranny but his oW~" .. .. '. ".' 

Mirabeau contribute~ py his ,f,q~~~~,-!lJld <h~$,~~, 
quence to the destruction of the old monarcl~)' mo~ 

than anyone. individual".more, e~H,tha~ Ne~w: Wd 
by his' weakness all~ his inconsisteIlcl',!, ;ffi.e ,~,4S t~ 
first, eloquence t~at,emanDipa~d France ever e:x.~~J 
enced.'·'Admitted a\le~t4 t?a~~ist hi pqp~l.\f,a~ffl~, 
blies, .. ad~ss~ as • th~ arbiter of the :~CQu.~~tr:S',,~t 
called to. }1erform th~lr part. by d~batl~ aJI~ 4e~~, 
ing deba~s; it . was by Mirabeau th&t th~ p~opl~' we'l~~ 
first made to feel the force of the &ator, first taught 

what it W~,to~ ~~ar, ~pok~n ~3iOn ~¢ ~J,~ion ; 
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and the silence of ages in those halls was first hrokcu 

by the thunder of his voice echoing thro¥gh the 
lofty vaults now covering multitudes of exc:it~~d men. 
'rhat his eloquence should in such circumstances pass 
fo.l' more than its value was inevitahle; and ihat ~t8 
power shDuld he prDdigious in propDrtion to. the nDvelty 

of the occasiDn, was quite a matter of course, No. one 
ever ruled assemblies, either of the p~ople 0.1' Df their 

" representatives, with a mDre absDlute sway; nDne ever 
reaped an ampler harvest Df pDpular sym!,uthy and 
popular applause than he did when he bl'Dlm up the 
puhlic miud lying wa~te in France, and never till then 
touched Dr subdued by the Rhetorician's art. But no. 
SDDner ha<1 he overthrown all the institutiDns of the 
mDnarchy ~hau h~ eutcred into. treaty with the court, 
to. whose weakness his influence had lH'.come necesS11ry 

as a restorative or a prop. It is possible, no dOllbt, 

that he may hlive felt t.he perils in which he had il;
volvcd the country; but it is certain that the price of 
his assistance in rescuing her was stipulated with all 
the detail of the most sordid chaffering; and it is as 

undeniable that, Had not death taken him from the stage 
at the moment Df his greatest popularity, he UlUst have 

stDod 01' sunk befol'Q the world in a tiny weeks, as a 
traitor to the people, purcllased with 8. price, .and that 

,. . 
price a large swm and a large income ill the current 
coin Df the realm. 

Nor was his firstembal'king in the revolutionary 
stl-uggle the dictate of democraticpriUeiple, the re-~ 

• The shameful coni·act, signed by both partiel!, COUlltd'Artoisand 
MiraP<wu .himseif, is preserved, and is printed ill Lafay~te's )1~. 
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suIt of any dream of equal liberty. A patrician hy 
hirth, aristocratic by nature, pampered by luxurious 
habits, the vortex bf popular contention and 8weepiIlg 
levelling change was no element for him to hreathe ill, 
nor was republican simplicity the natural hue and pttt
tern of his artificial habits. But he had quarrelled with 
that order which he alone valued, and whose friendly 
intercourse alo.e he could heal': he found the circle of 
fashion shut against his vices, and, as Madame de Stalll 
has not more wittily than correctly phrased. it, be set 
fire t.o the edifice of society in order to f()l'ce ollen tbe 
doors of the }Jlll'is drawing-rooms to himself: (" II 
fallait mettre Ie feu it l'hlifice social, pour (ple les portes 
des salons de Paris lui fussent ouvertes.") 

It is aWlther trait of t.he same mast.er, ~nd as just as 
the former, that, like all unprincipled men, he sawall 

aalong only his own interest in the affairs of his COUll

I.try, and his foresight was bounded by his selfishness. 
CH Comme tous les hommes sans morale, il vit d'ahol'd 
son interet personnel dans Iii chose pllbI;que, et sa Jlre
voyance fut bornee par Ron egoisme.") The t.ruth which 
this reflection discloses is of great Account in ~ontrast· 
ing the conduct of statesmen, as it is of the last im
portance in its relation to all public affairs. l\lotbing 
can more fetter the powers of the understanding than 
selfish and profligate principles; ~hing more dis
qualify men fol' nohle enterprise; nothing more obstru.ct_ 
more oontract the current of state affairs. The Jatal 
influence of a bad disposition, of loose principles, of 
unw6rt~ feelings, over the intellectual powers, is a topic 
of frequent use, not with the prealher so much as with 
the moral philosopher; because it is of a natlVe too 
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refined fur 8n oro.inary~.· But,ittB all .. ~ 

aRt dulpter in psychology,· u weUa«in ~; tUld. 
u-aiHtunately, the illustrations which it deriveis r.1Il 
faets are by no means confined to those whiehthe ~ 
manners of courts and the annals of absolute monarea, . 
fUl1li,h to the student of history. Popular go,,-enllueattJ 
supply even more largely theirqllota of this contribu
tion; because it is there chiefly that 'JM>lif:.ical genius Qfl 

shine, and it is there that the sinister inflllenee of bad 
principles ·interposes to obscure and, to eclipse its rays. 
'fhe habitual love of place; the aversion to serve the 
people without ruling over them; the repugnance to' 
give up the station once possessed; to tear from the lip' 
the intox.icating cup of power, when honour and duty 
commands that it shall pass-what dismal havoc has thig 
made in the fairest prospects of usefulne:;s and of fame 
-' but also how mournfully has it man-eu the nobleat' 
features in the aspect of political genius! The visible" 
face of public affairs, the page of parliamentary history in 
our own country, bears a sad testimony to this melan
choly truth, But the mischief stops not here, If we {lee 

80 many- iusta.nces of bright prospects clouded over when 
the gifts of the understanding have been displayed before 
the malignant influence of selfish interests obscured or 
perverted them--how many' more cases mUlt there be 
of a similar bias having prevented theil'ev~Ti:heiDl'flis
dosed! Who can tell how much heav~nly geniut may 
lie buri~ u~er the mass of eafth .. hc:;tn· 80rdid inSuenee 
-how often tIte gem..l- ~urftmt -of ~ -eotf msy-bi't'e 
been (rOilen by baM.hleulati1Jg~sei6sh~, iii .... 
nUl.h,'heartsprftp'i\twitk eelestikl fil'e't~_ tpaIk "ftl.,. 
hiA'e .~e:dingtUshed ereyetittcinitWiltt9"tamtf1t 



~by~.ld _;aet1did,propensity ~',_k 
~ altd.i keep, it:,~ epidemic 8IMJlg "stiatesnaen ill 
~n ,thfteS j and "QDl(mg all. who .aspire to be 6ta;~ 
rQ8ll1,~ iMire.beali wlli,assuredly not one of these~but 
hi:e:~·;had,:no,·soOOer bLazed forth ill.the. tint, .~, 
of.tbe;,Bevolu,tioa, than it was eramped m4l.U;ita.65pin.,. 
tiQM·,bJ<thehaser .~ls which predomina~ .'." 
eWaQniinarilymixe<i :nature. 

tBe did., not.nearly : reach ,:the ordin81fY'tm1m~. 
the., liNes of statesmen, less.· nearly by" six .. ()1". ,JiiIW., 
years th&n Mr. Pitt, for lIe died at forty.4wo;: Wt· 
he lived iu times when : each week staggered unde~ 
the load of events that had formerly made centuries Itc) 

bend; and h.e thus lived long enough to show all that 
he could. have attained if his life had been prolonged to 

the usual perioc. Had he perished a few weeks earlier, . 
pet:hapsa few "days, .some douot might have existed ove!' 
t~e ooursewhich awaited him if he bad sw-vived ; ~Ql·., 
his pur~aASe by the court was but justcolIlpleted when 
hedie4. and bis eagerness to beoought h».d lunda him 
precipitattJly hurry.on the completion of thee bargain .. Ot~.'. 
oQeithing w.e.ea.IUlot doubt, that m a few months,. pts!Jibly 
~S,! he "w~qld kave become. hateful· to the peO;ple\ 
w.lJlkjdollle, was at his death;.and.,tJIat his "lwlw_H 
ina.e,Qet!i ;, his.: clmracte!· £Or· ,patriot!sm, his ;repu~; 
tiOltio~.p<W.titmlcoul·3ge, 'eNen the Jame oi"his ~n_~\ 
w9JJldhav.'periMed ip attentptiag toearl1 thegipulatec!> 
price. i by , .. etfurts' to ~m the, r.evdutw'I!"",}!:.rent: 
which(b~,.'.l1\$'e than any one. bad. let ~, .,.to'.eave 
the- ~tkt ·\Owoomhebad,.sold ,ltifftself. ~plilfh- . 
iog:lts,il...-ruction., It :is.. ,pr:obable;\Qa.thewouldbave 
emigt~, if,D4 li..,obscureaad P4Jtai~ abroad. It 

VOL. U. 
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is next to certain that, had he remained in .France, he 
would have been among the first victims of th.e reign of 
terror; and, the daring profligacy of hi.s conduct off~ng 
an almost solitary iu!>tance of personal corruption among 
the errors and the crimes of the day, he would have 
left behind him a less enviable reputation, unless for 
cruelty of which he had nothing, than even the worst of 
the men whose unprincipled but fanatiool ambition soon 
after his decease deluged France in blo.od and convulsed 
all Europe in war. 



CARNOT 

iT is impossible to find a greater contrast than the 
solid genius and severe virtue of Caruot presents to 
~ll the qualities of that brilliant and worthless per
SOll whom we have ju~t bcpn cOlltemplatillg.* En
dowed with the greatest faculties of the understanding
cultivating these with the assiduity which to un ordinary 
capacity is of absolute necessity, hut which an exalted 
one cannot despise if mighty deeds are to be done-ex. 
ercising them through a long life upon the worthies! 
-'bjects-despising all the outward uecomplislunents that 
~azzle the vulgar-never even addicting himself to the 
practice of those arts which enable the natural leaders 
of mankind to guide the multitude-and "eeking only 
for the influence over other minds which was to l)l~ • • 
acquired by the actions that his own enahled him to 
perf'onn-Carnot offers to the admiration of posterity, as 
he did to his own times, a r.are instance of the triumphs 
of purely intellectual excellence witlwut one single ad. 
ventitious aid, whether froin station, or from wealth, or 
'from the attraction (·f superficial or ornamental q.ualities, 
or from the happy accidents of fortune. We trace at 
every step his sterling worth producing its appropriate 
effect ·without external aid of any 1rt; to each succes-

Mirabeau. 
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s'iveelliinence wl1ich he reacheif we se'evhiirf faised 'by 
m~rit alone; in all his conflicts with adversity,' with' 
oppres8iOll, with difficulties of every 80rt and magni~ 
tude, almost with nature herself in some instahCes, 'we 
observe the struggle of intellectual superiority; and 
the commanding position which he thus took, he re~ 
tained by the same means, nor to maintain it ever 
stooped a hair's breadth from the lofty a'ititude in which 
he had always climbed nor ever crawled . 

. This hi any state of affairs is a prodigious medt-' in 
one of change and uncertainty and revolution it is in
comparably more rare and more to be admired; but it 
is not the highest claim to our respect whi~h this great 
man prefers. His genius was exalted, and it was sur~ 
passed by his virtue. An absolute self-denial in aU 
the particulars where human passions tear most sway . 
over ordinary minds; an immoveable fortitude in ali . 
those situations in which human weakness is most apt 
toyield; a courage of every kind, from the highest to 
th~ most vulgar, from the cOUl'age of the statesman to 
tbat . of the grenp.dier; the active valour of braving 
danger, and the calmness which can command every 
faculty of the soul in the rIlidst of extreme perils; an 
entire devotion to the ulah;ltenance of his principles at 
any personal sacri.fices and at all hazards; an enthusiaStic 
'zeal for the' service of his cOlIn try aridhisrt'Uid; 'lilt em~ 
~tn~h~';bya"modesty which lDadetM~gloiY"ofhis' 
exertio,nsa~ne feel cumbrous to :hl~":':'1;~~se'/ rare .. 9U3-
liti~s seemed torevlve the' oIdRoJ:ri~n >f~the admii-a
'iion, 'it' not For t1i~'~i~tiQn and ,im.pro~~,nilj 'ora' de-
generate. age-htlt . to these was lidded 'a ' teJ;uJemess 
of disp~ition which the old Rom8.~;~ either 8tM~e' to 
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stifle within him, or to which his nature was alien 
1:Wd ,strange. 

'l'he modesty which has just been remarked as a dis
tinguishing feature of his character, and his carelessness 
about the opinion entertained of his conduct, provided he 
acted so as to satisfy his own conscience according to his 
own sense of duty, have conspired to give him a very dif
ferent place in t41e estimation of the world at large from 
that which bt'longs to him of right-making his genius 
~e undervalued and his moral worth misconceived. 
SOUle details become therefore necessary upon both 
these points. 

His aptitude and his taste for military affairs, destined 
aftenvards to perform so in}portant a part in the history 
of Europc, displayed itself in a singular manlier while 
yet a child. lleing taken for the first time to a theatre 
where some siege or other warlike operation was repre"
\ented, he astonished the audience· by interrupting the 
piece to complain of the manner in which the general 
had disposed his men and his guns, crying out to him that 
his men were in fire, and calling upon him loudly to 
change his position. In fact the metI were so ¢aced as 
to be commanded by a battery. The mathematical 
sciences absorbed his whole attention for some years; 
and his celebrated Theorehl on the Measure of Lost 
Forces, published early in Jife. shows ·with what sucoess 
his studies were pursued. But his reading was. general ~ 
his feelings were ever alive to the dut,ies of a Tnan and 
~citjzen;pi~enth~sm,sm was.kindl~ by no~hing ~(). 
IWlCt. as. by the records of benevolent and patri~~~ 
a~tion.s. That eloquence, the resu\t of strong feeling. 
~d·& correc~ taste, would have been his in no ~oLllmon 



~sure had he studied wotdtt'as'mlfCh.'things','we 
have the strongest proof in the succeSH ofchi!1 fit'8tpro-' 
duetion~ the Eloge de VtJuban, crowned by the Aca
demy of Dijon, and from which a pa;ssQ~ of ~~lQr 
beauty, admirably characteristic of the writer, maybe 
cited :_H C' Hait un de ces hommes que la nature '8, 

donne au monde tout fonnes a ]8. bienfaisanee; 
doues, comme l'abeille, d'une activit~) innee pour;le 
bien general; qui ne peuvent separer leur 'sort de 
celui ,de 1a republique, et qui, membres intim~ 'd~ Ia 
societe, vivent, prosperent, soufi'l'ent, et languissent avec 
ene." 

His habitual colll'age was displayed on this occasion; 
the panegyric boldly bestowed by him on Montalembert 
gave inexpressible offence, a.nd caused him to be eonfined 
in Vincennes under a lettre de cachet; OM of the causes 
J1l'obably of the hatred which he so steadily showed to 
arbitrary power. ' , 

But scenes now approached which were destined to 

SU8pend his scientific pursuits, and to rouse his political 
energies. He saw the earlier portion of the Revolution 
:unmoveli; but he was the first military man who joined 
it, having then the rank of Lieutenant of Engineers; 
and he waseleeted as deputy for St. Orner to the Legis
lative Assemhly. He sat in judgment ()n the Ki~, and 
voted for his death ; but his 'M"sence 008 militl1~,>COIil
p:1issiooprevenred him from taking any pru:tm ihehighty . 
reprehensibJ~ proceedings which led to tbetriaI. . 'Of 
these he loudly disapproved; but when the w:ltole had 
been fixed.h~ considered. himself as ia thee po'Bi~ 
ora judge called u~ to ,determine &' question~y 
prepared, brought before him ripe for decision, and in 



urhie~ihe:luJ.di.,ch~~butto deliver his opinio~ w~ 
'ever that might be. 

,In A,ril., 17,93~.'was formed the celebrated. Commit~ 
{)(. J»ublic Safety; that body which h~ tilled the w:~rld 
with the renown of its great actions, the terror of its 
name, and the infamy of its crimes. - The country was 
tQen threa.tened with invasion from every PQint; a march 
upon Paris wa, the avowed object of the allies; in$ur
rections wert' plotting, aided by foreigners in every part 
.of France;. one great province was in open. reb\lllion ; 
Paris abounded in parties resolved on destroying the 
revolutionary and restoring the ancient Government-

• It is only justice to obl!erve, that, 8S the guilty are generally made 
IlIlIIwerable fol' more than they have perpetrated, 80· this body has 
been incorrectly FPposed to have doGe much that wumdly the work 
,of others. It never possessed any other function but that of puttwg 
persons on their trial; and the Court, it could hardly be called of 
justice, the Revolutionary Tribunal, was altogether the creation and 
generally the creature of the Convention. But even that llatefUl tri
bunal, far WOl'8C than the Committee, acquitted rbl\ny more than it 
CtJ)ndetnned; aDdM each cause WM defended, ~ it i, well1r.QowntW 
no ~vo~ ever suifered f{)r the freedo~ If his ,defenal. lUI,fft.·; , 
from being the design of this note to lessen the execration justly felt 
of those crimes which covered the French name with disgrace, which 
paved the way' for the Bubjugati!,n of the Repubtic, which facntiilted 
the extinctionof' public liberty, and indeed ~ded in the conquHt'of 
Fran~ •. Butit was obllervoo. by a ngacio,ua and phi1ot!JPhieal pmIDn, 

'''-eli aoqullinted with, the hiatoryof his ,PIlWltry, an(l to w~ ,.a~g
~D!, ~~ sketch is,gready indebted, that the relllar~ in the. t~~ 
seem.ed, if imqualified, to sanction tbe common opMlion' entertained 
in . f~reigD.cOuntriei!. whicb confounds' together the Committeeilnd 
'the Itev'()\ufum.a\!!y TribUnal, and caat ~. the former 'body aD that 
.".djme:by.the:Cl»lvetl_ ud.Ol. " .' " 



'Ylt~'Mti.Jl~ sense"p( ·t.be !"8Q~~"Y' jor;Eiltwi-: 
~~\lf.!!.;:c~.llc~~l' .. ted. UJ;lited ~eeutiye ;poW:,..jo~, 
4iA~~qp",.ud apply th~ ,nationa,lfQl'qe j~ defenee,~ 
~'ISt~te, both against I.fO~~1 ana ;dow.~~~ 
gave birth .. to t.he fiml()US Committ~ .. ,w hich illl~iatel, 
proceeded to rule with a sceptre of i1i~l!l. andt:> ,vu ftVith' 
the sword. of millions. Of this Committee,.,/Cam0.t, th~ 
only a Lieutenant of Engineers, Was rwned amembel'~" 
alter it had existed for two months; and, as it was inun~: 
diate1y fou.nd wholly impossible to pursue the,plan ,first 
laid down.for its operations. of dis~ussing fully, each. lloct 

to be done and then deciding upon it by a majority of 
voices, a division was made of the labours, and a dis
tribution of the members in departments, each being 
alone the ruler of his own province, andaloue held re-· 
spolls.ible Jor its measures, although .a· certain num be-r <J 
signatures was required to give the acts of each validity. 
The whole departlnelit of war, as well the organization' 
of tho milital'yforce. as its operations in the field. was 
assjgned. to Cltrnot, Others, as Robert Lindet, and 
Prieul' de 1& Cote .d'Ol', ,'Vere appointed to super
intend .the. C(mllnissariat and Armament departments; 
bqt those whom the world h~s most heard of, .lllOSt 
dreaded, and most justly execrated, were the five to 
whom was given up .. tbesuperintendenee .of ~ foliee 
-R9bespierre,c9uthon, Bi1l~\ld V fl'rredQ8s,~,~,"l'i'lust. '. 
~nd CoUat d~Herboi~ll()f whom, e¥.~p.t .St.·J.&i.i&·, 
YOlrlng~:n .of an 4tnth~iastie tem~, ,Jl,Dd,.uatil: 
corrupted by "absolute power, of a virtuo~~" disposition, 
were . regarded in their own day, and will be" l~ 
by.'suceeedihg ages,./Jas· among tbegreatest ;m()1liter~ 



tIlat':e'f.elrid~eftj·.·ruIma:n rYatW~: 'PIlcaniuilgibf 
mMiijnt1Yrit:titS),al()!l~' present 8~nesof darker atrOcity 
t1tat.tth&'mgn oft'efror ;f6r·the rnaSsacre~ bytheBbut~ 
lfen& '?l1thei~e of St, Battholomew, ami'fjy the lrish 
Papist~in 1641, tbough more prodigal'of blbod, were 
a nmmentary ebullition of religious fury, nnd. not, like 
tlwse 'of the guillotine, deliberately perpetrated with the 
~ety of justice, under her outraged form, and in her 
ptoffttled name: 
, ·111 these horrid scebes the enemies of Carn6thave, of 

oourse/endeavoured to implicate him; and it i~ not to be 
denied that many impartial observers have fonned an 
opinion condemnatory of his conduct, That he .re;. 
mained in office with such detestable men as his tot;. 
leagues; that he was aware of all their proceedings; 
that he"even s~ned the orders of execution in his turn~ 

complying with the 'regulation alr~ady mentioned; that 
\Ie tbus made himself legally responsible for nIl those 
atrocious acts of absolute power cruelly exetcised-is 
not to be questioned, and no one can 'Venture to hold 
withentir.e confidence the opinion that this responsibi-· 
litydid oot extend much further, and involvebinlin 
the aetual and enormous guilt of deeds' which, at all 
events, and from whatever motive, he sanctioned by his 
partioipa.tion, leaving mank"ind to infer, from his silen~~. 
tbattbeyhad his apptovah Yet hispositiol'vand;.tlrttt 
ofhi:5:ebuDtry~ must be well considered before wepa .. 
seJ ,;"Ver~h6' -eeniUre upon his' conduct; Jfe bel'an' to . 

>i ~~.~~r!h~1!f1 ~!m~,~fi~g al,';"~Y81W~,pierre to. have, pce1l et;-, 
ceedlllgij bad, .ala tbirc were two a good <leal worse. Billaud and 
CoI1ot. 
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admilliater .. 1ihe war depa.t:t~oot, ..• haQ.· r.naOe,.~. ~o
gr,ess in his funetions.~ had gained bril1ia.at~Qes_) 
before his colleagues commeueed thek reign pf terrQl', 
His.defence is, that, had he yielqed to the natural ~el
ings of abhorrence. and followed his own incliIla.tjoatJ .. 
the country was conquered, possibly partiti4lned-f&f 
worse injury. inflicted upon his fellow-citizens-far 
tnore blood spilt-far more lasting .disgrace incurred 
by the nation-far more permanent disasters entailed 
upon all classes of the people-than all that the terrorist 
executions and cOllfiscationscQI,lld produce, Had he any 
right. then, to refuse his aid, thus required £'01' avert
ing $uch calamities? Was it not enough [,n' him to 
know that his retirement would certainly not have stayed 
the proscription, while it most probably would have 
opened the gates of Puis to the Alli~? Was it not 
sufficient for his conscience that he felt wholly innocent 
of the crimes perpetrated by his colleagues? Anti, 
knowing, his character to be above reproach, had he a 
right to sacrifice his country to a regard for his reputa
tion? 'rilis question he could answer in those memora
blewoHls of Dariton-" Peruse ma 1'eputp,twn plutUt 
que ma patrie." 

But it may be urged that .such passages, such elec
tions. are of da.ngerous eXlUllple.decipite~~mplGr 

vitii, imitabile; 'a.ndalso, tha.t the defenceassume!3 
the fact, both ;of his ~vingconstantly disappl1Wed. :of 
the proCeedings of Te,.:rol'" and I;If his having adhe,r.edto 
the government of the Terrorists from no1ri.uister motive. 
'ro the first objection it would not be ~y tor re~n. a 
sati~factol'Y . answer Illnless by urging the. extreJllit,yof 
the e,ase in which he was called upon to ma~e his el~ 
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nOD, and the 'prodigious magnitude of the evils between 
'Which he had to choose. Nor will anyone beeonvinced 
by ,such· considerations who is inclined to 'hold that, in 
questi?ns of blood.guiltiness, we are forbidden to regard 
any ·oonsequenees, and bound each . to keep his own 
hands at all events pure. It may, however, be well to 
reflect, that many persons are parties to crimes, such 
as the waging ofounjust and murderous wars, nay, {!!VeD 

to the oppreAAion and ruin of individuals by measures 
of state, and yet escupe censure, upon no other ground 
than that they confine their exertions to their own de
partment, leaving the whole blame to rest upon th~ 
guilty actors; and if it should be said that Carnot's 
withdrawing his sanction from the proscriptions might 
have arrested the course of his bloodthirsty colleagues. 
it is at the lea. equally sure that, if all who disapproved 
6)f an unjust war refused to play their parts in it-if 
\rene~a18 and officers and soldier~ withheld their con
currence-no statesman, be he ever so wicked or ever 
so powerful, could cover the face of the earth with the 
slaughter and fire and pillage of war. 

But the question of fact is e8siry and satisfactorily 
answered; for we are possessed of evidenee which 
acquits him of all participation in the crimes of the clay, 
and also of circumstances in his history which serve· AS 

a test of his motives in cOlltinuing to "direct the military 
, operations \vbile Robespierre presided over the internal. 

pOlioy of the .state. The arrangement of th~ Coounittee 
in departIl1enls to which reference has been made is 
estabfish~(Hn the written protest previously drawn uyby 
Ro~.Lindet'forhis own'extulpa~n. Carnol's name 
being affixed without any knowledge even of tht\ lists, 



*: U & mere form, SOOtllS pl'o"ed' by t1ae;a.ceidental cir
('.um~ee of his having signed the warraJlt for jthe arJ;est 
Q{lli$ confidential secretary, this happening to1be issued 
by Robespiel're in the week when it was Carnot's turu 
to sign. On some occasions he assisted at the, police sit. 
tings of the Committee, and then he is represented by the 
Royalist authors themselves as having" saved more lives 
than all that his colleagues sacrificed." 'rhe hatred of his 
colleagues and their constant threats of vengeance are 
well know.n. It was his keeping aloof from all partici
pation in the bloody orgies of their councils; his openly 
reprobating their proceedings; his fearlessly blaming 
the destruction of the Brissotines in particular; that 
made the fanatical St. Just charge him with Moderant
ism, and insist upon his being tried for the offence; that 
made Robespierre. in lamenting the neC'!ssity of having 
him among their number as the consequence of.hiF 
own ignorance of mi)itary affairs, can him, with un~ 
speakahle bitterness of spirit, ,. L' odieux Carnot." 
Nay, we have it from Carnot himself, that Robespierre's 
answer to the constant requisitions made for his de
struction was in "these words :---" Dans .. ce moment 
ron ne pourrait pas se passer de lui; mais attendez 
jusqu'a ce qu~il ne nous soit plus indispensable, oultien 
jusque nos armees subissent" quelque l'evers ..... et a,lors sa 
tflte tombera; je vous en reponds."* ' 
(' It is fail', too, that. we should regard the l'~tof illS 
conduct~ in order to have ,3., test, of the purity of his 
motives in this greatest eKi~ency. Not ollly'lle 'always 
set himself against anything like" party or th~ ~uisi· 

IJRobe&pierre's 'words!ae repeated by setierlil OarlJOthimself fdtlie 
writer of these P8ICes. in 1814. 



tion ()f"'PersOhaPiiftuenee; ndh)nly did ne'coostantl, 
\'~:fose.aJ1(hlt the dally risk ·of his life, even· to enter the 
door of the Jaeobinor any otherCtub; but we koow 
that hjsoouragewas displayed in n()bly doing his duty, 
utter)y~ eareless of consequences, where these could only 
affect himself.' In June 1792 he exposed himself to 

the furious resentment of the army by declaring in his 
rep<»'t the maSSAcre of Dillon and Beaugeand to he the 
"acts of Cannibals." As otten as any matter was re
fel'l-ed to his investigation, his reports were made with
out the least regard' to their either displeasing the peo
ple, injuring the progress of his pl'inciples, orexas, 
perating the Government against him; and when be 
received orden;, though in a subordinate capacity, to do 
anything of which he strongly disapproved, he fearlessly 
encountered tAe risk of his head by a peremptory re'-' 
fusal; as when he refused to arres! an unpopular gene'
hI, while acting as Deputy with the AI'my of the North. 
He who could cite such acts of moral courage, as per
formed in such times, might well challenge credit for 
being influenced by no sense of personal danger, or any 
other unworthy motive, in adhering to the Terrorists 
while their power was at its height. 

It is worthy of remark how entirely those who most 
condemn CarnM for the compliances now under ;dis
cussion have forgotten the conduct ~f others who luive 
sanctioned as great ~rime8without any portion of 'hi, 
excdse.' :No one more 'loUdly blamed him,forexample, 
thad "f!lleyrand, and -yet .. TaneyraRd~ntimted' the 
ptjnmpa~ minister, not oolyof Napule&n, during his 
SMDWl.,SWi$i, and Russian. war~,~. but of the Exe-

~ The C()mp~rilllJn of these wars to the judicial' murdeti 'CIf' Pari, 
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cutive Directory. duriug thf>ptoseFiption ()f Fruetid.or, 
when wy .. tbree Deputies and thir~n Journalists were 
arrested in their beds, c8Tried through the provinces· in 
cages like wild beMts amidst the revilingsof the infu· 
riatedmob, and crowded into the hold of a convict-ship 
to perish misel'ably in the swamps of Guiallal 

may seem unjust towards the former. But. al~ough the glory of 
war encircles its horrible atrocities with a false glare which deceives 
us as to its blood-guiltiness, in what does the crime of Napoleon, 
when he sacrificed thousands of lives to his lust of foreign conquest, 
differ from that of . &bespierre when he sought domcstic power by 

!\laying hundred. of hi. fellow-citizens? In one particular there is 
more atrocity in the crimes of the latter j they were perpetratecl under 
the name and form of justice, whose llanctity they cruelly profaned; 
but, on the other hand, far more blood was spilt, far more wide
spreading and lengthened misery occasioned to ulloffending provinces, 
by the invasions of Spain, and Switzerland, and l\.ussia, than by an 

tne acta of the Committee, the Convention, and the .Revolutiollst') 
Tribunal. Nor will mankind ever be free from the scourge of W81 

until they learn to call things by their proper names. to give 
crimes the same epithets, whatever outward form they may a8su~e, 
and to regard with equal abhorrence the conqueror who slakes his 
ttrint of dominion with the blood or his fellow-creatures, and the 

l 

more vutgar criminal, who is executed for taking the life of a way-

faring man that he may seize upon his p~J8e. 
It deserves to be remarked that the Vjrj;UOU8 Lafayette. whose 

memoirs and corre~pondence have, been given to the world by his 

family, although he often makes mention of Carn~t, and held in 
more abhorrence th8l1. perhaps ani other man the whole 'reign of 
;ferror, his hatred of which was indeed the cause ohU hisO'Wit mi •• 
fortunes. yet never apea'b disparagingly' o! 1fbe great Mit'lister:on the 
ctintn\1j', whenever he cantind an opportunity, bill tone ia apologetic; 
and in one passage, particularly, he expressly lays that tbr, Com.: 
mitteeoC Public Safety Mly had the use of hiiname, flot the dill
posat of bis'peraori.-(~e tomeiv., 'PJI. 334, 3&S·;! anltv.f!P(~no, 
217.} 



,In these reiections no referenoo hasLeen made 
*> ,the private character of .Carnot,his unsullied 
Pu.rity· in all the relationsQf private life. and the 
iQeorr~ptible integrity of his public administration, 
as far °as money was concerned. The reason of this 
omission is obvious. Although the private reputation 
of some Terrorists was almost as much tarnished as 
thew public comiuct, it is certain that others, perhaps 
the greater number, and among them certainly Robes
pierre, were of irreproachable lives. As to cerruption, 
it was imputable to few or none of the01;'" indeed the 
generally-received phrase was that they had all vices. 
saving this. The men who had, unwatched, the dis
tribution of the whole revenues of France, distributed 
among themselves monthly the sum of 360 francs for all 
their expenses ~ and when Robespierre was put to death 
~e whole property found in Ius ~ssession was thirty'!. 
~x of the last supply thus issued io him. t Carnot, in 
like manner, never received a farthing of the public 
money for his official servic~s; but, in a differ.entrespect, 
his singular disinterestedness was truly striking: it was 
peculiar to himself, and it proved to ~emonstratlon how; 
entirely every selfish feeling was absorbed in his zeal· 
for the public service. Though at the head olall mitt.. 

• 
• Danj;o~ wu not a member elf the Committee of Public. Safety. 

He Will known .. to be 101d to tbe Court. His price was 9O,Ooot'.. 
paid,JPWl ~~:Qf J:Il9; .• Mo~ttnorin, (whose cJecution"be ~a\lsect 
had.lYB ,repeq,t far tl1e money. Yet ,did this wretch Cl>me to the bar 
ancldeFMd \.afayette'. head for the king', escape! 

..... These.ityle republicans divjded tbci, monthly allowances in.to 
i'OQl.,..of It.14 .,."" daily expewliWse;and. three of these, 
~ed, were found in Robespiene'll deak. 



tary affairs, he never received his own promotion, in the 
army more rapidly than the most friendles,.subaltern. 
He was only a lieutenant whenheca.me into office. He 
was but a captain while directing the operations of four
teen annies, and bestowing all ranks, all conlmands, upon 
his brother officers. It was not till the la~ter part of 
his Directorship tbat he became colonel, and he remained 
colonel only while king of the. counky. These pas
sages may well be cited as throwing a strong .light upon 
the purity of his motives, when his conduct is eq~ivocal, 
and the facts are referable to either good motives .01' 

bad. They seem quite enough to prove that when he 
went wrong the error was one of the judgment and not, 

of the heart. 
But, if a considerable difference of opinion exists,. 

and ever will divide men's minds, upon the moral ch .. 
ra~r of Carnot, u eon his genius for affairs there car. 
be Done at all. The crisis was truly appalling when bt? 
undertook the military administration of the Republic. 
The remains of Dumourier's army were chased from 
post to post; Valenciennes, Mentz, Conde; had fallen; 
two Spanish armie-s attacked the line of the Pyrenees ; 
another invasion was advancing from Piedmont on that 
of the Alps; La V cudee was in the hands of the rebels, 
wi¥> threatened t~e capital "itself of the prQvince~t the 
head of 40,000 armed peasantl·y, of .&11 t;roops theru~lit 
,formidable in such a country; Marseilles and Lyo.os ' .. 

had sePar~ themselves by f«jC frqm the Repub
lican government; and an Engli$1, . fleet. rode in the 
h&roour of Towon. Every one kn~w~.bow: .. 8,vift~y 
this BeeDe wasre/ersed. the e~y .. ~: .,aij,.- R'A.~ 
dl'ivee back,· o1f~nsive eperat~ r~,~e.ll.ig~.::\< 
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bouring countries subjugated, and the terrible Repub
lte installed as the Conqueror of Europe, instead of 
expecting her fa.te at the hands of a hundred foes. In 
less thin a yea.rand a half of this unparalleled adminis
tration,· the brilliant results of the campaign were 
?-7 victories, 8 of them in pitched battles; 120 ll.ctions 
of lesser moment; 116 regular fortresses or great towns 
taken, 36 of the:dl after regular sieges, and 230 lesser 
forts carried; 80,000 of the enemy slain, 9] ,000 made 
p'risoners, 3,800 ca.nnon, 70,000 muskets, . and 90 
colours captured. These marvels are known to the 
world, and on these the splendid fame of this great man 
rests. But it is not 80 well known that he conducted 
alone the whole correspondence of fourteen armies; that 
wherever he could not repose absolute confidence in his 
General, he gate his detailed instructions from Paris; 
that from time to time he repaired. to the spot and saw 
tttat his orders were followed, or informed himself how 
they should be modified, sometimes n~aking the cirelfit 
of five or six armies during one tour of inspection; aoo' 
that, where the fortune of a battle was that of the nation, 
as at Wattignies, and his taking the fleldin person ~u1d, 
turn the fate of the day, he put himself, in his civic dr6EIs, 
at the head ofthe troops, an1, after perfornring prodigies! 
of valour, gained a: decisive victory, ant} saved the Capital 
itsel[ 'Inthe,whole history of war and of administra
lion thereiis ~tb~ps no second instance . of '!.nything' 
Iikems' irislruetitYns tJl Piehegrll for the e~mpaign of 
1794.', H'*dlfa'ba.tt1e·was fought. ora place maskedl~ 
or a s1ege.fdtmed, Qr tI. corps Posted, ,that theseot/~ft 
dWi1.Dt, prev~l1slY4$ign&te and,~nge'; 'Dol'does the, 
narratitff of that VietoriOl$campa,ign differ f~l. the 
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previous orders for conductiug it, except in the tense of 
the verbs employed, and in the filling up a fe\v names 'of 
the more obscure places, or,the less important affairs. 

It remains to apply the severest and the surest of all 
tests to his brilliant career, the value of the men whom 
he pl'Om9ted, and by whom he was served'. Hoche's 
merit he at once discovered while a seljeant of foot, from 
a plan of operations which he had giveh in. Buonaparte 
himself was placed by him at the head of the great Army 
of Italy, . while wholly unknown by any achievement" 
except by the genius which he showed at Paris in his 
..dispositions for fighting the Battle of the Sections. He 
was then a young man of five-and-twenty, and had never 
shown any talent in regular war except on a very small 
scale at the siege of Toulon .. CarnM, without any he~si
tation, after observing his conduct at Paris, gave him the 
chief command of the Republic's most important 8;I1'J 

difficult campaign, against the whole force of Austria. 
and Italy. It might suit the Emperor's views afterwards 
tOifotget the obligation which he owed, and to seek a 
poor justification ~f his ingratitude in attempting to un
dervalue his patron, of whose military administl'ation he 
often spoke slightingly to his courtiers.Bllta. letter 
!tow lies before lIS, dated 10 rlorea}, An. 4 (June, ··1796 ), 
from his head-.q'1arters at Chero.sco, after the battles 
of Lodi and Arcola, in whi~h he teUs Ca.nlot,' then Di-

(rector, a;nd again attne head ofthe WarDepartm~nt,that' 
the treaty W;ith Sardinia enablef; 'him to reeeivecoinfuti
nications through iTurin in half the time c)f the longer 
route,· and adds; ccJe poulTais done recevoi:r'VrOInpte
ment V@A ordres et Connaitre ros ·intenti'ons pour'Ia'di
reetie:n '8, 'd{)onet'al'armee ;" aMid 'ft. formerletter:to 
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the Finance Minister he had said "that- with theeQD.l~ 
tna.nd·of the army he had received a. plan of offensive 
war prescribed to him, and the execution of which re
quire!\ prompt measurm;; and extraordinary funds." A 
despa.t~h of Ca1'n6t's is also before us of a somewhat 
earlier date, chalking out generally the plan of opera
tions ; generally, no doubt; for the great Director well 
knew when to de down his instruments by special in
structions, and when to leave a large latitude to those 
who deserved and obtained his entire confidence. 

It is unnecessary to add that the other genet'als, at 
the same time employed to carry the French flag iu 
triumph over EUl'oIJe, 'were also men of firllt-rate mili
tary capacity -Massena. Joubert, Lanll(~s) Moreau. 
Nor ought we to forget tllat the resonrc('s of all other 
sciences were )u'Ought by the 'Val' Minister to bear upon 
the military art; that by him chep1istry, geodesy, me
~haniciS, aerostation itself, were laid under contribution 
for the benefit of the tactician; that, above all, the found
ations were laid of that magnificent sYiStem of ,Public 
Edueation so invaluable for all the departments of the 
state, the Polyte~nic Schoo), one ;f the most· glorious 
monuments of the spirit of improvement that have sur· 
vived the changes· of both Revolution and Restoratioo. 

When Carnot quitted" the Co~mittee of Public' 
Sa.fety in the latt.er part of 1794, the confidence of his 
countrymen \V&s t!ignaUy manifested towards him. N9 

. -fewer thal'J fourteen, J'laces chose him at o~te £01' their 
tepreselltative in the Council of Five Hundred. In 
179~he ~pted the place of Dir~ctor and the Adminis· 

.tr,a.tJ,9a.··of t.·Wa.r .. ~rtUlent. a~ a moment of almost 
4Spt~:pt;ll.jic d_~ as when he first came·mto.tbe 

T2 
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executive government two years "before. Had:a.ny 
qelfish feeling ever found a place in his' bos~m,~abov~ 
all, had personal vanity been its inmate,"':"he would have 
IH~ld 'aloof at this crisis of affairs, left the new eonsti
tUtion to wOl'k its way, and let the world believe that, as 
disaster had succeeded to victory when he quitted the 
government, so all the military, glory of ,France was 
bound up in his ministry. But he f;corned all per
sonal feelings; he knew only the motiVes of A. states:" 
man; harboured 'only the sentiments of a patriot, ac" 
lrrtowledged only the claims of his country. At once 
lleobeyed'ner!mmmons, and in a: few weeks victory 
again resorted toner standard. 

So brilliant a career was destined to a premature close. 
His believed by most observers, that at every perion of 
the Revolution the great majority of the 8rench people, 
e'Xcept in the capital~ were adverse to republican prill'
ciples;* and the elections of l797, the' first that were 
held under the new constitution, returned a majority of 
'Royalists and moderate Reformers to the councils. The 

~ 

, • The saying 6fnJhel'eis well ~ri6W'11':' i'lty '8; line tePublique.:... 
il n 'y apa's de tepublieaitif!;" • Soutavie, form~ '1& '. rliOOlber of the 
GiJ\onde, bOll.llted that his party, on the lOth of,Augu.It, ~I'U.hed 

what was plainly" against the willhcB ~f lihecountry,'~ t.,e.,~~q~ 
,struction of monarchy, ," with 3000 workmen.", Petion rleclared that 
at that time there were only five republicans in 'alllji-ance~" C~11~t 
lHerbois and Merlin de Thionville, in an altercation 'with bim,'8hld, 
.. , Nous avans fait le dix d'Aotlt sans vt.Us.dtnolul anon. t'aire la 

republiq~e centre vous." Nay, as late as,3r4 JuIy.H9'. we.bd 
Merlin (Douay) himaelhpeaking of the a\lQlition,,9( 10~ty~N1l?or,
ror, liS the synony~e of "(1lDe guerre civile a1freuse. ':anliu;guingon 
the utterimp08sibility of forming a republic in an extell!iv~ cou:ttry. 
(!t1em;pe.Lo.!ayette, iii; 383. Lettrt de Meritn.) , ' 
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1irst~ts of the new l'epl"esentativesshowed for what 
4;h~y;;were prepared. A noted Royalist was elected, in 
the pt:r.SOf,l. of Pichegru, President of the :F'ive Hundred; 
and c?unter~revolutionary propositions wel'e openly dis
cussed' in that assembly. The majority of the Di
~eetory formc:d their determination with promptitude; 
an.d resolved upon an act {)f violence (coup d'itat) 101" 
\f~ich they fOUjld a precedent in the history of Oliver 
,C~qlllW;~ll, who had .. purged the Parliament of all 
d()p.btJ;\fJ. members. by, a .militaryfwcesPl-tio.ned at the 

, " ' ,,;. , 

d09'·~ rTo this,.propositionCarnot •. h9w~v~r,,~e,.might 
J~me~t .theunfavou,rable aspect o(the.o.6w majo,ritJ: 
steadily refused his consent. As soon as he was aware 
of the. intentions of his colleagues he might have 
.Secured himself and destroyed them by at once de
nouncing their plot to the councils. But he was 
,far abov.e all acts that even wore the semblance of 
'treachery; and .he became the sacrifice to his unchange
able integrity. Proscrihed with the p~l1;y which; he 
m..<?st disliked, and proscribed because he would notjojp 
in breaking the law to reach them and to destroy tltem~. h~ 
119f,rowly 8SCli,pedalive,and led theiife of an eKilelrom 
the country he had twice saved, until, .after some y$ll.8 
ofdi_grace. distraction, and defeat, the never-failing •• 1. 

sequences of his quitting Mice, he was recaned hy the 
revolution which destroyed the Directol'al power and 
pla,ced Na;poleofl upon the Consular throne. 

J-tl- tb.~.tp·etiremept.hli favourite science Wl!!; his COIl

stant resoUrce. His mathematical studies, ~never wholly 
abaud(m~d •. were resumed with all the zeal of his younger 

•• ~ '~I" ' 

y~s~ and ~e frtii~ of these worthJ occupations was tbe 
f.lOl1lpositioo, of, t~~ wOJ:k$ ,w~ch giye hin~e;obigll.a 
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place among ,mathematidans. Even in an agewheo 
an:alyti:cal methods have eclipsed the mo~ beautiful, 
though far less powerful, investigations oft geometry, 
his Giometrie de la Position is justly admired for the 
singular elegance and unexpected generality of tire thea.
reIlls, II< as well as the acuteness of many of its general 
doctrines:t . His treatise on the Principles' of the dif
ferent departments of Calculus is a ~;masterly work, 
alike admirable for its clearness, its profouml sagacity, 
and .itshq.ppy illustrations. Nor can any writer be 
named;who has so well described and explained the 
qalculus of Variations as he has done in that work. In 
( 

these sublime researches this great patriot sought con-
solation amidst the misfortunes which the incapacity 
and the profligacy of his former colleagues" Barras and 
Rewbel, were daily bringing upon :Fral\ce; as far as 
allY occuIlation that left him the power of reflecting 
upon passing events could yield him comfort, while he 
saw the fruits of his labours, the victones which he had 
gained for his country, torn from her-her independ
ence once more threatened by foreign enemies-her 
OOsomt.:Jrn with intestine distraetions-.her territory 
desf)luted by the projects of c6unter-revolution. 

From the ret~l'ri of Napoleon he expected theter
miilation of thosecalamitiesJ °and, with aU the friends of 
liberty, he hailed the elevati~n of the C>On6u1to .. power 
,vith patriotic delight. Under him he resumed bis func
tions us \Val' .Minister, but resigl~ed them the.tll<Oment 
be perceived tbat the Consul,.. harboured ptojoota.hos-
tile to public liberty. His republican 'attacb~nts'Were 

Chap. VI. 

.. 
( 
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• recorded in his vote.s,againstthe Consulship for Life alId 

die Imperial title. He l'emained in a private state, de
voted to scientific pursuits, until Napoleon's reverses 
and those of France seemed to call.for all the help she 
q:luld i-eceive from every good citizen; and he then wrote 
that memorable letter, which, in a few simple words. 
expressed at once his devotion to his country Rlld his 
adhet'ence to tpe principles of freedom. The con
cluding sentence is remarkable. After making a telld~.r 
of his military services in modest terms, he ~dds-. "U 
est encore terns pour VOlllS, Sire, de conqucrir ~e paix. 
glori~useet de faire que l'amour du grand peuple VOIlS 

soit rendu." The offer was at once accepted, andlle 
was sent to defend Antwerp, where his militalOY genius 
shone conspicuous, but was eclipsed oy his tender Care 
of the inhabit~llts; and they addressed to him, on his 
Jiepal'ture, a wish, at once simple and affecting, to POIj

.sess in their great church some ll~morial of a govemor 
so much respected I:l.nd so dearly loved\ 

The last words that Napoleon auJref'iseu.to him when 
he left Paris after .the battle of \Vaterloo are rcmark,,; 
.we,.and they carry a memorable lCl:lSon to sho;tsighteu) 
ambitious, and unprincipled men. " Carnot, je -vo", 
aicon'nu trop tard!" Truly tyrants, and tlley who 
would play the tyrant's Ifart, are the last to make 'ac
quaintance with the worth of such film us Carnot. Far 
sweeter to their earl.., the Recent of flattery. the soft t-one 
of .lUIsent:·,aruil>ooisallOO, than the Iltern, gratiftg, hoarse 
souhd.ef the independent voict!!. the honest and natux:al 
straills qtat convey wholesome truth, and threaten manly 
resistance to wicked schemes. \ Had the virtue of . . . 
Washington found any place JnNapoleon'li bosom. 
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the first -man clasped to it would hav~ been ,too 
inflexible republican, the indomitable -lpatJ:iot,tlv! 
untameable lover of freedom. who regamed all his 
own glories, all his triumphs over the enemy. as 
nothing, unless they subdued the f008 of liberty and 
of France. But he who only valued his victories-as 
a ladder to the throne-who made no account of his 
laurels unless as they covered the frllit, the forbidden 
fruit, of arbitrary power-only followed the bent of ·his 
evil natur~. in driving far from him an eye he durst not 
m~et, a. look which reproached him, and an arm whose 
vengeance conscience told him he deserved.to encounter. 
ffhe stuff of which he would make his courtiers was far 
different from Carnot's. His palace-gates flew open to 
the congenial spirits of the courtly parasites, whom, ,be 
it spoken with respect as with shame. the National 1n
s\i.tute contained within its b()(ly, who, by an unanimou~ 
vote,* as disgraceful as ever proceeded from even lite-, 

"" It is fair here to note that there waa the colour at least of a law 
for Carn&'s exclusion; because the Directory had passed a decree, or 
fQ!:ce,d if,:;¥I,>on the. legi'alatJ,u'e truncated by the act of violence just 
committed,-:-ap~ tpat decree declared .~ll the persons prollcribed to 
have forfeited thei~ccivil rights. Nevertheless, to regard such amock
cry of law as binding on the In8titu~e w~s unpardonable; and, at any 
rate, no human power c~uld have obliged that body tolill up ,the va
cancy, which it did by an unanimous and an imltleililltevote. In 
1814 an attempt wall made once more tOel.clude Camlit at the Be.
s'toration. qM. Ar&go, then a very young; .wan(only,.~ ye~ ... old). 
and by' much the youngest Jllcmber of the InIlti~§. declare<l that.lJe 
should resist by every mean,s in .his power the filling u,p sueh B, va
cancy, and thus preventeq. the Crown from insillting up<A"i Cain~t's 
exclusion. When this w~s, during the ce~ joufs,told to N a.po~eoll 
by the ~flral himself, he was much struck with it, expieMed~-
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1'aryservility, erased Carnot's name from their listS, 
_hen he was persecuted for refusing to violate the con
stitution;" and with one voiee elected Buonaparte in his 
stead . 

• 
TM Restoration, whjch was only consummated in 

1815 after the second occupation of Paris, drove .this 
illustrious statesman and warrior a second time, and for 
the rest of his ~ays, into exile-an exile far more ho
nom'able than any Court favour, because it might have 
been averted by the suppleness, and the time-serving 
sorlear to Princes, the abandonment of long-cherished 
principles, the sacrifice of deep-rooted opinions; tho~ 
compliances, and that apostacy, which are more soothing 
to the Royal taste, in proportion as they more tarnish 
the character, and are never so much relished as when 
the name is t~ most famous which they dishonour. Yet 
Jet it never be forgotten that Princes are nurtured in 
, . .....,..----------_.--""._---------
self in terms of great admiration, probably reflectcd somewhat pain
fully upon his own very different couduet in consenting to be the 
successor of his patron 17 years before; but had th~ !I1Rguanimity 
nevertheless to bestow upon M. Arngo the Grand CroBB of tbe Legion 
of Honeur.-The excellent and learned Nietfuhr has recoMed his ad
miration of Carnbt in striking language :-" He is in lome points the 
greatest mlln of thil century. His virtue is of an exalted kind. 
When he invents a new system o'tactics, hastens to the army. teaches 
it how to cunquer by means of them,llnd thep returns to his govern
ment at Paris, he "p})ears great indeed! While engaged in making 
plans for the operationstJf five armies, he wrote a mathematical work 
of tb~ light character, and &On'lposed very agreeable littlt'poeml. ~ 
was a mighty genius ! However I may differ from h~ political.views, 
there i. It republican greatness in him which commandueapl!Ct. My 
love r:r hitn Dl.8.y ~e an anomaly; yet so ilia. Had I nothing lcft in 
the )Vide worldbutaerust of bread, I would be Pfoud of sharing it 
with Cambt. "', 
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falsehood by the atmosphere of lies which envelopes 
their palace;~ steeled againi'it natural sympathies by th., 
selfish natures ,of all that surround them; hardened in 
cruelty, partly indeed by the fears incident to their po
sitkm, but partly too by the unfeeling creatures. the 
factitious, the unnatural productions of a Court, whom 
alone they deal with; trained for tyrants uy the prostl'a
tion which they find.in all the minds t1\ey come in con
tact with ; encouraged to domineer by the unresisting 
medium t~rough which all their steps to power and its 
abuse are made. It is not more true that the vulture is 
hatched by the parent bird from her egg in her blood-
L 

stained nest, than that the parasite Courtier in the palace 
is the legitimate f~lther of the tyrant. 

Let not the page that records such deeds, such virtues, 
and such sacrifices as Carllut'ts, and places in contrast 
with them the perfidy and the ingratitude which re
warded them, be rea(t only as the amusement of a vacant 
hour, or to gratify the vulgar curiosity. raised by a 
celebrated name. That page is fitted to convey a great 
morall~sson both to the potentates who 'vex mankind, 

, and to·the world Wilose weakness and whose baseness 
both perverts their nature to mischief, and arms it with 
the'~wer of doing harm. 'While the tyrant is justly 
lEJltthed-W'hile rational men'shall IJeVer cease to repeat 
the descriptive words, "mm unum, 'lDOltStruln nee 
foodius, nee· tetrius, neque dis hominibusque invisius 
terra geftuit;, qui quamquAffi· f8rma hominis, tamen 
imtnanitate In01'UmvRstissilnas vineit (ootroas" -"i.wfiileno 
excuse nor any palliation tor· his ctimes canevFba ad
mitted from any consideration of..oth~~Jil's follies or 
vices7J.et is it at the same time jUSt.i_nd it .isalsouse-., 
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ful,to bear perpetually in mind how impracticable would 

tteall the schemes of despots, if the people were not 
the willing accomplices in their own subjection. Well 
indeed might Napoleon hope to subjugate France on 
his retarn; more easily than he ever hoped to conquer 
Egypt, when he observed that, before he fared forth 

'upon his adventurous expedition to the East, the great
est men whom s"ience enrolled among her votaries \vere 
capable of tht> baseness which expelled from their Aca
demy one of its mos.t brilliant members, only ~ec&use to 

a scientific renown equal with their own he added the 
imperishable glory of being a martyr to the cause of law 

. . 
and justice! Well might the victorious soldier regard 
France as a country fated to be ruled with an iron rod, 
when he saw the whole people quail before three corrupt 
tyrants, and dvve from their soil the illustrious patriot 
lvhose genius and whose valour had twice saved it from 
foreign conquest ! Well might the BourboIis, whom 
Napoleon's mad ambition had replaced on the throne, 
verify the saying, that the worst of RevoJutions is a Re
storation, when the French people suffered them without 
a murmur to proscrihe the author of all those -yjetories. 
which had made them famous throughout the world, 
leaving to die. in poverty and in exile, hini whose. genitlS 
had carried their hanners tritlmphantover all Europe, and 
whose incorruptible integr.ity had suffered him to retire 
penniless from the uncontrouled distribution of mil· 
lion$l It"jwift,S thllS thai. Marlborough was driven for· I, 
~SOft into banishment by the factious viMenceof the 
time~acting upon a thoughtless and ungrateful people.· ___ e \. __ . ___ . 

,>. It must, in' justice to the French nation, be oonle in mind, that 
Ftan~ was theIll occupied by the foreign armiel!, and tba~. th! article 
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It is thus that the coarseabuse of Wellington is, in ~ur 
day, the favourite topic with millions of his countrymen, 
under the absolute domination of those prie~~ and,4ema~ 
g~gues whom they suffer to think for them, and ,,,,,hom 
they follow blindly, without ever exercising any'will of 
their own more than if Providence had not endowed 
them with reason. But the people of all countries II\ay 
be ~ell assured that, as long as they bet=ome the ;w~ijing 
i~struments, the effective accomplices· of Royal c .... i~t 
or of sordid and unprincipled incendiaries, by remaining 
the passive spectators of such guilt, they never will be 

~f the Convention securing a general amnesty for all political offend
ers was violated in the person of Carndt as well as of Ney, little to 
the credit of any party concerned, whether actively or passively. Let 
it be recorued to the eternal honour of the Prussian Government, that 
at Magdeburgh, where the illustrious exile passed :Iis latter days, the 
sOldi~Ts had orders to salute him as often as he appeared in the stn:etE. 
It is a similar homage to science and letters-to its own natural enemy, 
the Press-that the Prussian despotism pays in making its soldlefl 
salute the statue of Guttemburg. in the towns of Westphalia. 

• A truly disgusting anecdote is recorded in the memoirs of Lafayette 
published by his family. The Emperor Alexander positively assured 
the veneranle republic~n that he had done all he could to prevent the 
elttreme counter-revolutionary aspect of the arrange~nt at the Re
storation, and, among other things. to make the King give up his fa
vourite date of the reign from 1793, but that the servility of the 
Corps Legislatif, who ,came with addresses of absolute submission, 
silenced him. The Emperor spoke with as much scorn of their base
nen as he did of the incorrigible obstinacy of the Bourbons, whom 
< 
he declare?i, with the exception of the( Duke of Orleans (Louis' 
Philippe), as "" incorriges, et incorrigibles." ., These vile deputies 
doubtless had thought to gain the Emperor's favour as much ¥ Louis 
XVIII. did. It should !e a warning to courtiers and apostates from 
the cause of the people, when they see how little Princes respd or 
thank them for the meanest compliances. (Mem. vol. v. p 311. 
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Without the curse of despots-at one time crouching 
~eneath the infliction of some hereditary scourge-at 
another betrayed by some more splendid military 
usurp~r--or both betrayed. and sold, and enthralled by . 
a suc~ession of vulgar tyrants..' 

The reader of this account of General Carn{)t will recognise the 

aervicerendered to tt'le author by M. Arago's ad~irable Eloge of that 
great man when it shall be published. Be has been favO\m'!d wiNt 
the -perul8l ofit by the kindness of bis much·esteemed cpUeague. ". 
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GREATLY inferior in capacity to Carnot, but of inte .. 
grity as firm, tempered by milder affe8tions, and of as 
entire devotion to the principles of liberty, was the 
eminent And amiable person whose name heads this 
page; and it is a remarkable circumstance that the 
Fredominating gentleness of his nature supplying the 
want of more hardy qualities, afforded him the power 
of resisting those with whom he was co-operating" when 
they left the right path and sullied the republiean ban
ner by their excesses,-a power in wl\ich the more 
stern frame of CaroWs mind was found deficient. :1<'01' 
it was the great and the rare praise of Lafayette-a 
praise hardly shared by him with any other revola
tionary chief,-that he both bore a forwal'd part in the 
scenes of two Revolutions, and refused steadily to move 
one step' farther in either than his principles justified, 
or his conscientious opinion of the public good al;. 
lowed. 

, In another partjcular he presents a sill.gular and, a. 
romantic example of devotion 'to the' cause of· liberty 
<,-vhen his own country was not concerned, and his' station, 
his interestf\, nay, his personal "Bafety. welle strongly 
opposed to the sacrifice. A young nobleman:, , nearly 
connected with the J¥ghest families in Eul'Ope;c :fitted. 'by 
his rank and, by ,his personal qualities"tobe~th.e\oW1& .. 
ment i~f·the greatest 'court in: the "world, was' ~n ,'to 
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quit the splendid and luxurious circle in which he had 
Just begun to shine, arid, smit with an uncontroulable 
enthusiasm for American freedom, to run the gauntlet 
of the. 'police and the nastile of France and the cruisers 
of England, that he might reach the TranE:atlantic 
shores. and share the victories of the popular chief.'l, or 
mingle his blood with theirs. His escape to the theatre 
of glory was as· difficult as if he had been flying :&om 
the scene of crimes. He withdrew in secret, travelled 
under a feigned name, }lid himself under various dis
guises, hired a foreign vessel, escaped with extreme 
difficulty from the custom-house scrutiny, more thllll 
once narrowly missed capture on his passltge, and was 
a proscribed man in his own country, until the chances 
of politics and of war threw its councils into the same 
course which t\e had thus individually anticipated. 

The generous zeal which carri.ed him into the Nc·w 
Wodd was not his only recommendation to the afJec
tion and gratitude of its inhabitlluts. His gallantry in 
the field could only be exceeded hy the uniform mildness 
and modesty of his whole demeanour. Ever ready to 

• • serve wherever he could be of most use; utterly regard-
less of the station in which he rendered.his assistance. 
whether called to convey.an order l1R an aid-de-camp, 
or to encourage the flagging valour of the troops by 
his chivalrous example. or to lead a force through mul
tiplied difficulties, or ~wen to signalise himself by t~ 
hard~st feat in the art of war,-commandipg"a Jletreat; 
never obtruding his counsels or his claims, but frankly 
tend~ing qis opinion and second\Qg the pr.etensions ·of 
others rather than his own, with the weight of his 
meritl a.ud his name-he endeared himself td all army 
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jealO1'iB ! offofeigne'rs, by ,~bom' they had been 'much 
deeeived~ to a people remarkable for otheir qualitieb 
than delicacy of sentiment or quickness to acknowledge 
st',tvices rendered, and to a Chief whose great tlstture, 
if it had a defect, was s?mewhat saturnine, and'; little 

apt to bestow confidence, especially wher~ disparity 
of years, as well as military rank, seemed' alrrtost to 
preScribe a more distant demeanour. 'rae entire favour 
of this illustrious man, which he naturally prized above 
all other possessions and gloried in above· alfOther 
honours,he repaid by a devotion which increusedhis 
claims to it. When, in the jeahmsy of party, attempts 
were made to undermine the General's power, and those 
who would have sacrificed their country to gratify their 
personal spleen or envy were Seeking to detach the 
young Frenchman from his leader by ~he offer of a 
cOtrlmand separate an,d independent of Washington, he 
at once refused to hold it, and declared that he would 
rat~r be the aid-de-camp of the General than accept 
any station which could give him umbrage for an in
sfl'iht. 

Iltterder to perceIve the extent of the atl'ection which 
Lafayette had. .mspired into the American people, we 
must tranSport ourselves from the earliest to the latest 
scenes of his life"and contemplate certainly'the most 
touching speetaele of national' feelings, a.dd the most ho
nourable to both parties, which is anywhere to be seen 
in tlle vlU'ied,"()ag~ of·history. Half a century" after· the 
cati~ of 'Independence had first carried him aefOSI'! the 
Atlantic, the soldier of liberty in many cli:neS.· the 
marty!" to principles that had made him more· familiar 
with th.e dungeon than with the'pala.te' ofWt1iehhew&s 
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born an inmate, now grown grey in the service of man.,. 
l4nd,~nce more crossed the sea to revisit the scenes of 
his ~rijer battles, the objects of his youthful ardour, 
the remains of his ancient friendships. In 8. country 
torn with a thousand factions. the voice of party was 
instantaneously hushed, From twelve millions of 
}>eoplethe accents of joy and gratulation at once burst 
forth, repeated tlirough the countless cities that stud 
th~.~r\'~tterritory, echoed through their unbounded 
savannalts ~d eternal forests, I t was the gratitude of 
the whole nation, graven on theil' hearts in characters, 
that could not be effit.ced. t,'ansmitted with their blood 
from parent to child, and seeking a vent, impetuous 
and uncontrolled, wherever its object, the general bene
factor and friend. appeared, Noth~ but the miracle 
which should hive restored Washington from the grave 
c~mld have drawn forth such a rapturous and such art 
OOiVC1'Sll.l expression of respect, esieem, and affection, 
as the reappearance amongst them of his favourite com
panion in arms, whose earliest years had been gene
rously devoted to their service, The delicacy of theil"" 
wbole proceedings was as remarkable-as the untwimity 
and the ardour which the people displafed. TheN 
was neither the doubtful vulgarity of natural coarse
ness. llor the unquestionable vulga.rity of seliish af~ 
f~tu.tion. to offend the 1I108t fastidlous taste. All 
was. rationa.18Jld refined..The constituted authorititw 
answered to the. peop~" voice-th.e Legislature itself 
receivo;ed the nation's guest in the bosom ()f tl.a POOP.'. 
re:lu'e~tiv:es, to which he could not by Jaw haye 
a~he \~:as hailed~nd tl,lankJ· as the benefa.ctor 
au~ allJ\of ~ New WQJ:ld-8Ddb~r gratjtude was. res .. 

VOL. II. u 
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tified in munificent grants of a p0l1ion of the territory 
which he had helped t1.l save. If there be f those wro 
can compare this grand manifestation of national feeling, 

entertained upon reasona.ble grounds and wo.rthy bf 
ratiQnal men, with the exhibitions of loyalty which IUliVe 
occasionally been made in England, and not feel some
what humiliated by the contrast, they must, indeed, 
have strange notions of what becomes., a manly and re

flecting people. 
The part which Lafayette bore in the Revolutions of 

his own country was of far greater importance; and as 
it was played in circumstances of incomparably greater 
difficulty, so it will unavoidably give rise to a much 
greater diversity of epinion am~Hlg those who judge upon 
its merits. In America, the only qualities required for 
gaining him the love and confidence of tlle people whom 
{Ie had corne to serve, were the gallantry of a chivalnws 
young man, the ingenuous frankness of his nature an,l 
his age, and his modest observance of their great chief. 
To these he added more than a fair share of talents for 
military affairs, and never committed a single error, 
either \)1' judgment or temper, that could ruffle tile 
current of n,ublicopinioo which set so strongly in to
wards him, ii'om the admiration ·of his generous enthu
siasm for the independent cause. Above' ali, no crisis 
ever arose in A~erican affuirs which could' make' the 
choice of his course a matter of the least doubt. Wash.:. 
ington Was his polal' stal', and to 'steer by that steady 
light WafS to pursue the path of theptirest virtue. the 
most cODtlJUlhmate 1f1sdom. In France, the Jlcebewas 
widely different. 'Far from having a single poipt in 
controversy, like theehampions 'Of separation m.,the 



LAF A. YETTE. ~l 

,New 'World, the revolutionists of the Old had let loose 

tile whole questions involved in the structure of the 
social system. Instead of one great tie being torn asUll
der, tllat which knit dIe colony to the parent State, 
while till other parts of the system w.ere left untouched 
and unqu~sti.oned, in France the wbole foundations of 
government, nay, of society itself, were laid bare, every 
stone that lay ~n another shaken, and a.ll the super
structure taken to pieces, that it might be built up anew, 
on a different plan, if not on a different bas~. To do 
this mighty work, the nation, far from having one leader 
of prominent authority, split itself into numberle8~ 

factions, each claiming the preponderancy, and even 
in every faction there seemed almost as many leaders 
as partizan!. A whole people had broke loose from all 
l'estraiut; and "hile the difficulty and embarra.ssment of 
tJtese mighty intestine commotions would have been 
a.bove the reach of any wisdom and. the control of any 
firmness, had they raged alone, it was incalculably 
aggravated and complicated by the m~no.cingattitude 
which all Europe assumed towards the new ordru'of 
things. port~nding a wa.r from the· }A,ginwng, 'lmd \Oel'Y 

soon issuing in actual and formidable hostilities. Such 
w3sthe sceoo into which Lafay~tte found himself fiung, 
with the feeble aid of his American experience, about 
.as likely to qualify him fOl1' successfully performing his 
pa.tt jn it, as the experience. of a village schoolmaster 
or a .smalllaBd-stew~ maybe fitted to accotllplilih th: 
ruler ~f a. kipgdom .. This diver&ity, . .however, he was far 
from <per~eiving, and it is even doubtful if to the last 
he,. had discQvereu it. Hence Ms view.s were often 

• 
1l&r,.OW and ,contracted. to an amaziDg degree: he could 

u2 
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no~ c9mprehe~d how things which had ~lu~ce~ed ·jn tile 
councils of America. should fail with the mob of parjg. 
I-~§,~~\~s ~evel' to have. been aware of the dang~rs of 
vi()lence, whi~h are as inseparably connepted with all 
revolution ,as heat is with fire or motion. witl~ $.plolSi9u. 
His \ calculatious were mad,e on a system, W hi~h took .. no 
account of the agents that wer~ to work it. .His U1e· 

ehanism was formed on a theory that '~eit out. all COB:-

sidru'ation of the materials it was composed of.-farmore 
of their f~'iction or of the air's resistance; and when it 
stuck fast on the first movement, or broke to pieces on 
tIle least stroke, he stood aghast, as if the laws of 00-

't'tll"e had been suspended, when it was only that the 

artist had never taken the trouble of consulting them. 
1'hese remarks are peculiarly applicable to his conduct 
at the two first crises, one of which 10()l)ened his con ... 
nexion with the Revolution, and the other br<Jke it 
otf,-the violent measures of the 20th of June, 179~~ 
when he seems, for the first time, to ba.ve .conceived,. i~ 
possible that a constit,qtion, six months .old, should. be 
vio~ated.bythe multitudes who h~ made it in a few 
weeli,s--and .the .e~'ents of the famous lQ~h :of August, 
wl~ich: !iStonis!led him, hut l~oone e~e, witll the .spe«
tac~~\ of a . mo~arC!~ystrippefl of all substaQtive8~eP,gth, 
overthrpWD by the ; teJllpest.' in a soil. wher.e it.ha!l: II.O 

root, ,a[ld,gh:ing p~ace t(} arf;lpubli~)t,h,e n~~ proP-lJCe 
oqlle season a~d.,the,ground., . 
~am()ured with that liberty tor· which be had f9ught 

~d. ble~,.in 'America. no sooner did ,t4e . trouhl~, break 
out ill: Fl'aDfe than ~af"yette at •. once . p~ge4: in..-o .~ 
rev91uti?~~y. party~~ lipd dee1~edh.iJpself ~r ,~he( ehapge. 

The ~~lenc~s ~~~t~tten~ed :t~ ,~~thofJ.~ly. he. ~~ 



t(,f have laid upon the resistance lllRdeby the cou'rt; 
~d was nothing scared even by the subsequent . pro
ceedings,which, though accompanied by no violence, 
yet inevitably led to the scenes of tumult that' en
SuM: l~His error-nor is he the only deluded poli
tician; . nor Ins the only times rank with'sUCh deJu
'slons;..:lhis error, his grievous error,\vas' to· bike' no 

alann at any nTeasures that could be propounded:; so 
theywere ad6pted ill present peace, and to regard all 
proceedings as~annless which were clothed' with ,. the 
forms of law.' 'fhe cloud in the horizon he sR,v:not. 
because it was of the size of a man's hand; but, in(1eed, 
he looked' not out for 'it, hecause it was atilr off: so 
when the tempest roared he was unprepared, and said, 
" I bargained not for this." To no one more fitly than 
to him could lte administered the rebuke, " I.Jes rtwo
hItions ne se font pas a l'eau de ro;;e;" for their neces-. 
~ary connexion with blood seems never to have struck 
him. Of Mr. Burke's wiseI' views he enterta.ined Ii 
dbpreme contempt; and it is a truly marvellol;s thing 
that the Commander-in-chief of the National Guard. forty 
thousand strong-held together by· no martial law
restrained by rio pay-deliberating 'habittwilly ,\lith· !inns 
irtltheir handS''';';'':';acting one 'part at clilbs or'iti the' stteets 
in the evenillgwhen dismissed fron! the parade; and' 
another when~a.fled out~should ri.evethaver'dr~amt' of 
the contagious nature of trlinultuary' feelings 'aria (:arlar. 
ehi'Ctdtptinciple!! ~ :and·even' artet;tu~ hM· be~n l6fi'1pehed 
$ resign 'the c6mmand'onaceount 'of :di;ota~H 'com

Jri\tted'br them,. andon'y~oUl{f ''¥o jpH:~\ra:ilea upon to 
re8ijmtdtbyf'th~ir'i ~wearin~'to 'absttiinfer toe fiiiilre 
rftJirft'8tlch' eX~8es:$hould ;have;expec~d such ~ ano-
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tn8.lous'furee to continue' trMfabJe as pe'dce-;.:oBicers, and 
to maintain the rigorous discipline of practi8ed troo~, 
uhttdnted by tIle surrounding licence ()f aU classes. 

There certainly must be admitted to have been more 

than the share of simplicity (bonhommie) with which 
Jiien who had gone through a revolution • on both sides 
of the Atlantic might be supposed endowed, in a per
son of mature age, as well as large ~pel'ience, being 
altogether confounded at the 20th of June and 10th of 
August, and abjuring an connexion ~ith a scheme of 
change which was found capable of producing disorder. 
( " It is one thing to partake of the atrocities which so 
revolted him, or even to defend'them; it is another to 
be so scared with events very far from being unfore
seen, further still from being out of the course of things 
in time of change, as to abjure the caur.e which those 
atrocities dp-iormed ~oully, obstructed greatly, but couti. 
not alter in its essence and nature. It assuredly behoves 
ItIl men to meditate deeply before they embark in a 
course which almost inevitably leads to the committint 
of popular excesses, and which may by no remote pro
bability 'be attendeil with the perpetration ()f the most 
flagrant crimps, jo\jnr..e it may become their duty not 
to leave the cause which t~ey have espoused, merely 
'because it has been tarnished by much of which they 
. honestly disapprove. Altholtgh Lafayett~ never tfor a 
,moment joined the enemy ; although, even at the last 
motnt'lnt Of his command upon t!\e trontier,and" when 

~ 

he WftS plating himself in open hostility to tbe OO,"enI-

thent of Paris, he c~~titlued to take aU possibt~ P~:Ul
tions against;. a surprise by the Austrian army; l.t.na 

althoy.gh after his fligbt from Fra:ooebe'ttl.tber end.ut'ed 
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a long and .£fuel captivity at the constant haza.rd of his 
Hie than lena even the countenance of a single phrase to 
the cause of the despots leagued against the liberties of 
his cOljntry; yet mUbt it be con~ssed that his quitting 
the troops under his orders exposp-d, and of necessity 
exposed, the French territory to the most imminent 
perils, and that his quitting France was a severe blow 

both to the cause of the Republic and to the national 
security. True, his devotion was to that cause, and his 
desertion was in abhorrence of the outrages committed 
in its name by wicked men. But then it is equal1y 
true that he had been placed in his position by hisowll 
free consent, not drawn into it with his eyes shut, and 
that this position made it quite impossible to oppose the 
wrongs done by pretended republicans and to fly from 
the scene of Qfi'ences, without also damaging the cause 
(If republican government and shaking the very exist· 
\lnce of France as an independent ·state. 

But if Lafayette's mistake was great, through the 
.hole of the critical times in which he acted ·80 emi
nent a part, his integrity was unimpeached, .his repu~ 
tation unsullied. his consistency -anbroken.· Having 
laid down to himself the rule, 80 sye for . virtue,' 
but which would keep good men at a distaQce frOJ,fl 

• all revolutionary movements-never to hold any .fe},.. 
low8hi.p with crime, even for the salvation of the 
country-never to do. or to suffer, or so much as 
to witllE\Ss, evil tha' good may come, eveh the su: 
premll good. of the public safety-by that • rule he uni. 
Nrutly ;eld. from the taking of ,the BastiJe down to 
~ excesses. of June 1792, and -from thence till be 
tI.uitted in .Awzust the soil t&r.nished with the ()v~rthrow 
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of the LAw and .the Constitution; . To thcConrt, when it 
would( encr,)ach upon .the rights of the lla.~on-totoo 
people, when they would infringe the prerogative of the 
Crown-he alike pl'esented a manful and unc~mpro,. 
mising resistance. The delusion of the Royal tlIamily 
prevented them from perceiving his inflexible honesty. 
and they alone doubted his ti.tle to their entire con
fidence .. ,,,Blinded by groundless expootations. that he 
would take part against the Revol'tttion; judging his 
hooesty by their own, and fancying his zeal for liberty 
was affected; flattering themselves, in utter oblivion of 
~lis whole previous history, that he was an aristocrat, 
a royalist, nay an absolutist at heart, and that the patri
cian volunteer for American freedom would stand by 
his order when the crisis arrive~ their disappointment 
at finding him more honest than they haP believed was 
lluly princely; for nothing is more implacable than a 
~overeign when be finds his calculations of human base-' 
ness frustrated by virtue being unexpectedly found 
where it was little expected. The ingratitude of the 
Court was in the proportion of ,this disappointment. 
All the 'great citizen's services to the. Royal Family. 
whose livesb~;repeatedlY' had saved at the rjsk of his 
own. popularity. if not of his peESOnal safety, were for~ 
gotten. His resjgning the command of sixty battalions 
of N atiooal Guards: beco.uS6<a.handfulof;them ,Wulfoined 
in insulting the King,. went for nothing. 'Vaile ;the 
corrupt D&nton, who had1IDl.d<hi~lfaBd given hia re.
ceipt for the 'price. was trusted,; while the utmost grief 
was shown ,at tbe death of the venal Mirabeau, oec;ause 
he too had he.en beu'~ht; the King an.d Queen:.in tq,mr 
letters"to. the Count;ci' Artois, then. an emigraot 1f,t Cob-
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leDtz~described Lafayette a.s a ~. sceleratet fanatique," 

whom no o~e could confide in, simply because no 'One 
could bribe him from his duty; and the wise CouRt 
expreJmed his lively satisfaction at finding the reports 
grouniless of his relatives reposing any trust in one over 
whom "avarice gave no' hold, as in Mirabeau's case,; 
one who was a mere madman and enthusiast!' Even 
when tafayettetlUrried to Paris from his· headjIuarters 
on the fronti~r, in order to repress the out:r!l-ges of 
June 1792, all pointed against the ROyl\l ~atllily, 
the Queen said, "It was better to perish than owe tbeir 
safety to Lafayette and the Cunstitutional party;" an, 
Mr. Windham, with a degree of thoughtlessness only 
to be explained by the frenzy of his anti~Gallican feel~ 
ings and his devotion to Mr. Burke, cited the same 
royal authoritf as decisive against Lafayette, she hav

,ing been heard to say, " I will place myself between 
I Barnave and the executioner, but Lafayette I neve; 
ean forgive." How touching is the admission of this 
unhappy princess's daughter,thp. Duohess If Angou
leme,· on this subject, and how well does it express the 
el'1'Or inte whieh her parents had falten ! !' S; mam6te 
eut pu vainere ses preventions contre M. de lAifayetlte; 
si on lui eut accorde plus de confiance, mes malheureu.x 
parens vivraient encore 1'" This distrust of the Genet1,lIl 
is thus laid, and on the highest a.uthority. en tile QU4Seu. 
But, no one can doubt that a principal ground mit 
in herJDind was t~convictioo that be n~r'woul({ 
lend himself to her intrigues-to such faithless pro
ooeding,as that which was the' r,ain .ea.ttse of Louis's 
fate and' her own. the flight roe Varepnes and the 
declaration left behind revokiug aU the promises pre-

• 
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viously made, and affirming that they had.beeu extorted 

by force. 
For this mistrust it is far more than a re.;ompense 

that it was confined to the Court of Versailles. 1\1 en of 

aU parties join in testifying their absolute belief in La.
fayette's inflexible integrity; and men of more than 
ordinary sagacity and reflection have added that he . 
alone passed unscathed through the rtWolutionary fur
nace, alone trod without a fall the slippery path of those 
changeful !iceues.-" La retiexion," says Mr. Fox, ill a 

I letter on his release, " que vous etes presque tout seul 
ep droit de faire d'avoir joue un rOle dans ce qUl s'cst 

passe en }I'rance sans avoil' rien a vous reprocher, doit 
etre bien eOllsolante."-" Tenez, mOIl eher," said Napo
leon to him when exceedingly hurt by his consistent re
fusal to support his arbitrary governme!li, " une belle 
conduite, c'est la votre! Mener les affaires de son llay!'l, 
~t en cas de naufrage n'avoir rien de commun avec scs' 
ennemis, voila ce qu'il f:'l.ut." 

rrhe l'xlextinguishable hatred of despots is however 
his best panegyric. No tlooner had he quitted his 

. comrnand~ and passM into the Prussian territory on his 
way to a neut~al country, than he was seized by the 
allied army ; and, when he refused all offers of joining 
them against bi~ country, nay, would not open his 
mouth to give. the' least ·information whiQh could aid 
their schemes of invasion, he and his companions. La
tOur Maubourg and BureaU'x-P~y. were cast into a 
noisome dungeon at Wezel, . where, for tl1ree months, 
rigorously separatea irom each other, t.heyhaq. e~h a 
sentinel day. apdnighi in .his cell. Thence they w~re 
transferred, for a year ,to Magdeburgb, and confiDed in 
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damp holes, of five pa.ces long by three broad. 'rhe 
lemaining portion of their five years' confinement was 
spent in a similar dungeon at Olmutz; 'a.nd to such a 
pitch. of rigour was the imprisonment carried, that, 
when· his sufferings brought Lafayette apparently to 
his death-bed, and he desired to sec one of his com
panions in misery, the permission to receive his last 
sigh was pereIltptorily refused. After five years of 
solitary confinement, such as felons who had committed 
the greatest crimes (''()uJd alone by Jaw be made to un
dergo, these patriots, who were not even prisonel's of 
war, who were seized and detained in utter violation ~f 
the law of nations, whose only offence was their baving 
devoted themselves to the cause of freedom in reform
ing the instituti'ons of their own country, and having 
abandoned their coadjutors when these combined out
'rage with reform, were at length liberated by the rn
'fluence of the victorious Republi~ at the courts of tb; 
princes wbom her arms had subdued. 'rhen there 
walked forth from the darkness of their noisdfne dun
geons victims of tyranny, grown grey with E:uffering, 
not with years, and old before their'time, to deplore the 
loss of so many of the best days of theV lives, and to· 
hear about for the residue of their existence the mala-

• 
dies which their maltreatment had engendered. Let 
sueh passages a:s this bet borne in inind when men in
veigh against the crimes of the people. 'l'hesummary 
veogettnce that tel"lUi~3tes a vietim~8 life is ~not always 
more harsh than the infliction of such torments as these; 
and \he.erue!ty thutS for years ~\~rated on men, the 
In/l-rtyrsof hhert.y , merely because they .would not be 
mlM t.n thAir Mllnt.r\1'~ pnAmif>R. has at least thiB feature, 



UF A YETTE. 

more hateful than any that marks the excesses of po.:. 
pular filry: it is cold-blooded, it is deliberat~, Ilnd neve~' 
can plead in its justification the uncontroulabre force of 

sudden excitement. 
rrhe, perhaps, over-scrupulous nature of La'fayette 

having led him immediately on his liberation to ex
press his strong disapproval of the coup d'etat or revo
lution which expelled Carn(;t and BArthelemy from 
the Directory, he remained abroad until the return of 
Buonaparte from Egypt, and the establishment of the 
Consulship. True to his principles, he again was 

. found refusing all fellowship with him whom he already 
perceived to have the propensities and to be compassing 
the purposes of a despot. He remain~d in seclusion, 
living in the bosom of his family, till the fall of the 
Imperial dynasty, and then during the fir~t Restoration, 
with the proceedings of which he was still less sali~ficd 

ilian with the Empi~e. At length, when the second 
entry of tile allies, after the battle of Waterloo, gave 
him a vmce in public affairs, it was exerted to occasion 
Napoleon'S abdication, with the senseless and extrava
gant vieW' of proclaIming the King of Rome Emperor, 
with a Regency, a project which, in the mind of every 
man endowed with common understanding, meant the 
second restoration of the Bourbons. This CVt'.nt aC
cordingly instantly followed, ttnd the pedantry of La
fayette must bear much of the blame due to that event, 
~nd the filial expulsion of Napole®,~a measure which 
he would be 'a. bold man who should DOW-defend as the 
best that could be ad~:Jted in the circumstance&' ,. 

In 1880 w~ onoe more find himeommanding the 
N atio~al.Guard8, and commanding too the respect and 
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esteem of all his fellow-citizens. His well-known par
tiality for a republic again displayed itself; but, satis
fi~ tha.tno such thing was now possible in France, he 
aecla~ed himself for a " Monarchy surrounded with Re
publican Institutions." It is, perhaps, almost as certain 
a truth as .can be well stated in political science, that to 
maintain a Monarchy there must be a circumvallation 
of Monarchical/nstitutions. NOI' is it easy to conceive 
how royalty can exist, unless in mere name, with a mili
tary force spread over the country having ,.the choice 
of its own officers; with a Chamber of Peers pqs
sessing no substantive right whatever, nominated ~ 
the court and stripped of even moderate wealth; and 
with such a general concurrence of the peuple in the 
choiee of their representatives as must exist if those are 
to represent tl~e country in anything but die title they 
,assume. 

That the capacity of Lafayette was far less eminent 
than his virtues, we have already had frequent oppor
tunity to remark. To eloquence he made ntJ preten
sions, but his written compositions are of great merit; 
clear, plain, sensible, often forcible 'n the ex~es8ion of 
just sentiment and natural feeling, alwai8 marked witli 
the sincerity so chamcteristic of the man. His con
versation was unavoidably interesting, after all he 
had seen and had suffered; but his anecdotes of the 
Ameri~ War and French Revolution were give: 
wi~/a peculiar liv~liness and grace, set ·oft' with a 
mtidesty and a candour alike attractive. to the listener. 
He"Wal} extremely well info~ upon most general 
su~jeets; had r96d history with care and discrimination; 
had treasu;:.wl: ~p th~ lessons of his own ex.perience; 
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was over-scrupulous in his applications of these to prac
tice, somewhat apt to see all things through the mediuuc 
of American views, generally forgetting the progress 
that men had made since 1777, and almost Il:lways 
ready to abandon what he was engaged in, if it- could 
not be carried on precisely according to his own con
scientious views of what was pruden~ and right. But 
in private life he was faultless: kin~ wann-hearted, 
mild, tolerant of all differences civil and religious, 
venerated,in his family, heloved by his friends, and re
spected even in his manifest errors by all with whom he 
ever held any intercourse. The appearance of such a 
personage at any time is of rare occurrence; but 1)), one 
whose life was spent in courts, in camps, in the turmoil 
of faction, in the disturbances of civil war, in the extre
mities of revolutionary violence, it may w"ell be deelIl~d 
a .wonder that such a character should be displayt>cl 
even for a season, and' little short of a miracle that such' 
virtue should walk through such scenes untouched. 
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AM'ON'd . the 'em}pmt men who figured in the eventfQI 
history of the Yrench Revolution, there has been' more 

than one occasion for mentioning M. Talleyrand ~,~and 
whether in that scene, or in any portion !If modern 
annuls, we shall in vain look for one who presen~ a 
more interesting sul~ect of history. His whole st8~ 
was ma~kedj with strange peculiarities, from the peri~ 
0t:i~n~yto the 1ateflt scenes or a life protraqted .to 
e~trt>..m~·~t vigorous andundecayed, old age. Born~to 
repr.esent 'ont1of the most nohle families in France, .an 
accident struck him with incuraWe lameness; and til! 

cruel habits of their pampered caste made his family add 
to this infliction the deprivation of his rank as ~dest son. 
He was thus set aside for a brother whose faculties were 
far more crippled by nature than hiJ; own bo~i1y frame 
had been by mischance; and was condemned to the 00<

cIesiastical state, by way of at once' prmriding for him 
apd getting rid of him. ~ A powerful houtre, however, 
could not find in Old France much djfficulty in securing 
promotion in the Church "[01' one of its memhers, be his 
disposition towards its duties ever so reluct:-nt. or his 
capr..cifyfor perfor~iHlg them ever so .slender. The 
young Perigord was" soon rai~d over the heads of 
Ilunibe~ess pious men J.nd pr~und theologians: and 
booame Bisho!' ~f Autun at an age wheh he had pro
bahly had H~tle time for reflection upon his cleriCl\l flln.C-
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tions, amidst the dissipations of the :French capital, into 
which neither his personal misfortune, nor thedomestit> 
deposition occasioned by it, had prevented him from 
plunging with all the zeal of his strenuous and illdPmit
able nature. His abilities were of the highest ~rder; 
lind the brilliancy with which they soon E,hone out was 
~en calculated to secure him signal ~cess in Parisian 
society, where his rank would alone 'l!hve gained him 
a high place, but where talents also, even in the hum
,blest stati<ftl, never failed to rise in the face of the aris
tocratic " genius of the place," and the habits of a nation 
fA' courtiers, 

'rhe great event of modern times now converted all 
Frenchmen into politicians-gave to state affairs the 
undisturbed. monopoly of interest which the pleasures 
of society had before enjoyed-andarmeti political ta-. 
. ~nts with the influent;;e which the higher accompli!:'h-
ments of refined taste and elegant manners had hitherto 
possessed undivided and almost uncontrouled. 1\1. Tal--leyrand did not long hesitate in choosing his part. He 
sided with the Revolution party, and continued to act . -with them; joining those patriotic members of the cle-
rical body who -gave up their revenues to the demands 
of the country, and sacrificed., their exclusive privile~s 
to the rights of the ~mmunity. But when the violence 
of the Republican leaders, disaaining all lIollnds of pru
Mnce, oroOustice, or of humanity'rthreatened to·involve 
the whole co~ntry in anarchy and 'flood, he quitted the 
scene; and retired first 1..0 this coU'atry, where he passed: 

G I, t) 

a year or two, and thr&t to America. where he l'wliuned 
until the mote regular government of' the Executive 
DirecUi)l'Y tempere<l the violence of the Revolution, and 
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restored order to the Sta.te. Since that period he al
"'~ys filled the highest stations either at home or in the 
diplomatic service.· except during a part of the Resto
ration .Government, when the incurable folly of those 
Prince; who. as lle said himself, had come back from 
their long exile without having either lCRrnt or forgotten 
~nything, deemed .it pmdent to lay upon the shelf the, 

~~ . 
ablest alld most experienced man in the country, that 
their councils mjght have the benefit of being swayed 
by the Polignacs and other imbecile creatur~ of their 
legitimate Court. * 

But it is from this constant employment of M. Tal .. 
leyrand that the principal charge against the integrity 
of his political character has been drawu. The Chief 
Minister and Coulleillor of the Directory, he became . 
suddenly the cI.ief adviser of the Consular Govemment. 
)Vhen Napoleon took the whole 90wer to himself: h~ 
~ontim\f~d his Minister. 'Vhen the iudepeudence of 
Switzerland was rudely jnvaded, he still presided over 
the department of Foreign Ailitir8. \Vheu the ehild 
and champion of Jacobiuism had laid hi8 parent pro-

t • 

strate in the dust, clothed himself with the Imperial pur-
ple, maltreated the Pope. and planted tl.e iron CJ'OWJl 

of Italy on his brow, the repuhlican ex-bishop remained 
in his service. '''hen he who afterwJirds so eloquently 
avowed, that,. " General, Consul, Emperor, he owed aJ.1 
to the people," studied. to discharge that debt by it'am
pling on every popular right, the advocate of {reedorn was 

c: 

:ffis resignation in ISi5-IIi was owing tit the praiseworthy cause 

already stated; but the legitimate Bourbons never· &OUght to draw 

him afterward. from his retirement. 

VOL. II. 
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still to be seen by his side, and holding the pen through 
which all the Rescripts of despotic power flowed. When 
the adopted Frenchman, who, with the dying accents 
of the sa.me powerful and racy eloquence, desired that 
" his ashes might repose near the stream of th~ Seine, 
in the bosom ofthe people whom he had so much loved," 
.was testifying the wannth of his afie..tion hy such tokens 
as the merciless conscription, and brelthing out his ten
derness in proclamations of war that wrapped all France 
and all RUl'ope in flame-the philosophic statesman,
the friend of human improvement,-the philanthropist 
'who had speculated upon the nature of man, and the 
structure of govemment'in both worlds, and had quitted 
his original profession because its claims were inimical 
to the pr<?gresll of society,~continued inseparably at
tached to the person of the military rUl1.er, the w .. m;'ol' 

tyrant; aud, althou,~h he constantly tendered f,ound~f 
ad vice than ever was followed, never scrupled to be tlie 
executor of Ordinances which he still most disapproved. 
The tc;'m of boundless, unreflecting, and miscalculating 
ambition was hastened by its excesses; Napoleon was 
defeated; tOl'eig~ powers occupied France; and the 
Emperor's Minister joined them to restore the Bour
bons. \Vith them he acted for' some time, nor quitted 
them until they disclosed the self-destrudiv@ bent of 
their feeble and unprincipled minds,-to rule by tools 
,.incapabl~ of any acts but those of sycophancy and pro-
8tration."n~'Mimated by no spirit but that of blind and 
f~riou$,bigotty. The ,overthrow of the dynasty once more 
brought: 1\'1., ,~alleYJ\;"nd upon the scene; and he has ever 
since booot\)e most trusted, as the most valuable. and 
skilfj,ll, of all the new Government's advisers; nor have 
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the wisdom and the firmness of any counsels, except 
ifldeed those of the Monarch himself, contributed so 

signally to the successful administration of that gl'ffitt 
PrincQ~ in the unparalleled diffictllties of his truly 
arduous position. 

That these well-known passages in M. Talleyrand's 

life indicate a disTl'Osition to be on the successful sid£'., -, 
without any vel)- nice regard to its real merits, call 
hardly he deni~d; and when facts, so pregnant with 
evidence, are before the reader, he has not l!erely ma

terials for judging of the character to which they relate, 

but may almost be said to have had its lineaments pre
sented to his view, without the aid of the historian's 
pencil to pourtray them. But the just discrimination of 
the historian is 8till wanting to comph>te t1le picture; 

both by filling .tp the outlille, and hy correcting it wh~1I 

bastily drawn from imperfect materjals. Other passages' 
Mthe life may be hrought forward: explanations may be 
given of doubtful actions; apparent inconsistencies may 

• be reconciled; and charges, which at firro;t sight seemed 
correctly gathel'cd from the faeis, 1!lay be ag~ravated, 
extenuated, or repelled, by a more enlarged and a more 
judicial view of the whole subject. 'rhatthe inferences 
fairly deduced from M. Ta.lleyrand'A public life can be 
wholly countel'vailed by alll minuten~ss of examination, 
or explained away by any ingenuity of comment, it 

, would be absurd toas~rt : yet it is only doing j ustiee to. 
comprise in our estimate of his merits 80m, tbings not 

usual~y taken into the account by those whbcensure llis 
condtSet .. and \VItO pronounce him-\netely upon the view 
of his having borne part in such opposite sf stems of po
licy, and actitlg' with such variolIs eombinatiol1!wf rarty, 

x2 
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-to have heen aper!'on singularly void of public prin
ciple. and whose individual intere~t was ahv.ayshis god. 

His conduct towards the caste he belonged to has been 
remarked upon with severity. But to that caste he owed 
[)nly cruel and heartless oppression, and all for an acci
dent that hefell him in the cradle. He was;not only dis

inherited, but he literally never w~ allowed to sleep 
under his father's roof. His demeanour, in respect to 
sacred matters, unbecoming his professi'Jn as a priest, 
has calleti down censures of a far graver description. 
But he was made by force to enter a profesFoion which 
he abhorred; and upon those who f()I'ced him, not upon 
himself, falls the blame 'of his conduct having been -un
suited to the cloth which they compelled him to wear. 
It, moreovcer, is true, but it has heen always forgotten in 
the attacks upon hil'l ecclesiastical charac<\er, that h{~ gal
]~ntly undertook tl~~ defence of his sacred order, at r. 

time when such devotion to a most unpopular body ex
posed him to destruction; and that he went iuto exile, 
leaving' his fortune behind and subsisting when abroad 
u"pon the sale of his books, rather than be contaminated 
hyany share whatever in the enormities·,of the fhst Re
volution, is a (lirCulllstance equally true and equally kept 
iu the shade by his tt·aducers. When the dissipations 
of his earlier years are chronicled, no allusion is ever 
made to the severity of llls sfudies at the Sorbonne, 
where he was only known as a young man of haughty 
demeanour ,and silent habits, who lived buried among 
his books.. Unable to deny his wit, and overcome by 
the char~~Aij!l cO}lllersation, envious men ha\"e refused 
him even ,s~~4,;papa.city; and the merit of haviug,..ren
dj!re~more important services to society; but they 



PRINCE TALLEYRAND. 300 

'tIave only been able to make this denial by forgetting 
the profound discourse upon Lotteries which laid the 
foundation of his fame; and the works upon Public 
Edu~tion, upon '''eights and Measures, and upon 
Colonial Policy, which rai8~d the supf:'rstructure. 
No mitigation of the judgment pronounced on his 
accommodating, qr what has perhaps justly been ~alled 
his time-serving~ propensities has ever been efiected by 
viewing the !,(lmage which he showed in 0pl'0!'>ing Na
poleon's Spanish war; the ~till more danger~lls energy 
with which he defended the derical body in his diocese 
at a time full of every kind of eeril to political integrity-; 
and his exclusion from power hy the restored dynasty, 
whose return to the French throne was mainly the work 
of his hands, but whose service he quitted tather than 
concUl' in a JfOlicy humiliating to his country. Npr 
"as any account been taken of tht>. difficult state of af ... 
-fairs, and the imminent risk of hopeless anarchy on the 
one hand, or complete cOlllJuest on the other,Jo whieh 
~'rallce was exposed by the fortune of war. and the 
hazards of revolution ;-an alternative presented to him • • 
in more than one of those most critical emergencies in 
which he was called to decide for his COl,ntry as well as 
himself. Yet all these ciltCumstances must be weighed 
together with the mere facts of his !\l1ccessive adhesion 
to so many governments, *if we woulrl avoid doing his 
memory the grossest l.ujustice, and escape the. most ma, 
nifest errol' in that fair estimate of his ipbl,itical virtue 
whi~h it should be our object to form',' ) d " " 

Bbt iif the integrity of this fa~us ~M:ge he the 
sut;eet.of unavoidable oontroversy,6bcHf'bur otJinion 
regarding it must of necessity be elouded with.some 
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doubt, and at best be difficult satisfactorily to fix-upon 
the talents with which he was gifted, and his successful 
cultivation of them, there can be no que$tion at all; 
and our view of them is unclouded and dear .. His -,capa
city was most VigOl:OUS and enlarged. Few men have 
ever been endowed with a stronger natural understand

iJ;lg; or have given it a more dilige~ culture, with a 
view to the pursuits in which he was to employ it. His 
singular acuteness could at once penetrate every subject; 
his clearn~ss of perception at a glance unravelled all 
complications, and presented each matter distinet and 
dhencumhen~d; his soun~, plain. manly sense, at a blow 
got rid of all the husk, and pierced immediately to the 
kernel. A cloud of words was wholly thrown away 
upon him; . he cared nothing for all the declamation in 
thr world; ingenious topics, fine comparisons, cases in 
'Point, epigrammatic, sentences, all passed innocuous' 
over his head. So the storms of passion blew un-' 
heeded past one whose temper nothing could rume, 
and who;e path towards llis object nothing could ob
stl1uct. It was a ,lesson and a study. as well as a 
marvel, to 8ee him diseoneert, with a look of his keen 
eye, or a moti~n of his chin, a whole piece of wordy 
talk, nnd far-fetdled and fine-spun argument, without 
eondescending to 'utter, in the deep tones of his most 
powerful voioe, so much as a word or an' interjection; 
......--far less, to overthrow the flimsy structure with an 
ifl'esistible r~lna.rk, or consume it with a withering sar-. 
casm. "Thoever conversed with him,' or saw him in 

'- -
oonve~ti()D, at once, ~~arntboth how dangerou~ a thing 
it was to iltduige before him-in loose prosing, ol·in fdee 
l-e8s0nirtg, orin frothy decla;mation ; and bow fatal an 
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er,'or he would commit who should take the vetera.n 

statesman's good-natured smile for an innocent insensi· 
bility iQ the ludicrous, and his apparently passive want 

of all .effort for permanent indolence of mind. There 
are m~ny living examples of pert'lons not meanly gifted 
who, in the calm of his placid sodety. have been wrecked 
among- such shoals as these. 

c , 

But his politfcal sagacity was above all his other 

great qualities ; and it was derived from the mttural per
spicacity to which we have adverted, and tillit consum- , 
mate knowledge of mankind-that swift awl sure tact 
of chara.cter-into which his long and vat-ied experiJm~ 

had matured the filCulties of flis mauly, yet suhtle ;.'1 

derstanding_ If never to be deluded hy foolish., 

sures, nor ever to be deceived hy cunning mell, he aUlo. 

the highest pe.fections of the praetical statesman, where 
I6ha.ll we look for an y oue who pl'ef~rred stl"Onger dail;l& 
'to this character? But his statcsmanshiI' was of no 
vulgar cast, He despised the silly, the C<l!!Y, awl false 

old maxims which inculcate univerbal Ilistrust7 wllCther 
of unknown men or of novel measures, as much as.l,le 
did the folly of thoe;e whose facility ~s all a£h'e~1;isement 
fOl' impostors or for enthusiasts to make -.lupes of them. 
His was the skill which kpew as well where to give his 

confidence as to withhold it; and l~e knew full surely 
that the whole dill1culty of the political art consists in 
being able to say whether any given person or schem~ 

• • 
belongs to the right clacs or to the wrong: It would 
be very ulltrue to affirnl that he never wilfuHy rleceived 
otheis; .hut it would probably be''aJ:lll more eJ'l'oneo:s to 
admit that he ever in his life was deceived! So he held 
in utter scorn the affected wjsdom of those who.think 
they prove themselves SUUIl~ p;·actical l11en l)y holding 
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oheap every proposal to which the world has been littl~ 
or not at all accustomed, and which relies! for its sUJY~ 
port on principles rarely resorted to. His own plan for 
maintaining the peace and independence of Belgiulll 
may be cited as an example of a policy at once ~etined 
and profound. He would have had it made the resort of 
tp.e fine arts and of letters, with onl~ fort~e· enough to 
preserve its domestic peace, and trustihg for its protec
tion to the gene1'al ahhorrence which all Europe must 
have, in t1rese times, of any proceeding hostile to such 
a power. 
j. Although M. Talleyrand never cultivated the art of 
oratory, yet his brilliant wit, enlivening a con8tant vein 
of <leep sense and original observation, and his extra
ordinary mastery over all the resources of the language 
in which he expressed himself, gave to t~e efforts (;f his 
~ell, as well as to his conversation, a relish, 11 charm,' 
and a grace, that few indeed have ever attained, and cel'-' 
tainly none have surpassed. His thorough familiarity 
with the 'best writers of his own country \·vas manifest in 
allllis compositions, as well as in his talk; which. how
ever, was too com'pIeteIy modulated to the tone of the 
most refined s~ciety, ever to wear the least appearance 
of pedantry. '1'0 cite examples of the felicitous turus of 
his expression in writing, would be to take almost any 
passage at random of the few·works which he bas left. 
put the following descl'iption of t!le American Planter 
lURY suffice to show how he could paint moral 8swell as 
natural soonery. 'fhe writers of a less severe school 
might envy its poeti~~i effect, and might perlutpslearn 
how possible it is to be pointed and epigrammatic with
out .~ing affected, and sentimental without being 
mawkish. 
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" La bucheron ArDericain ne s'interesse a. rien; toute id4ie 
~nsible est loin de lui; ces branches si elegamment jdt~s par 
la nature, un beau feuillage, une couleur yin' qui animeJJUe 
partie du bois, un verd plus fort qui en assombroit une autre, 
tout ce\i n'e5t rien: il n'a de som'enir a placer nulle part: 

c'est la quantite de coups de hache lJu'il faut qu'il donne pour 
abattre un arbre, qui est son unique idee. 11 n'a point plante; 
il n'en sait point les plaisirs. L'arbre qu'il planteroit u'eilt 
bon a. rien pour lui; car jamais illlt~ Ie verra assez fort pour qu'il 
puisse l'abattre: t:'est de de1ruire qui le fait \'jl'fe: on detruit 
par-tout: aussi tout lieu lui est bOIl; it ne tie,nt Pat au champ 
ou il a place son travail, parce que son travail, n'est que de la' 
fatigue, et qu'aucune idee douce n'y est jointt'o Ce qui sort. 

• de ses mains ne passe point par to\ltes les croissallces si attach-
antes peur Ie cultivateur; illw suit pas la destinee de ses pro-, 
dllctions; il ne connoit par Ie plaisir des 110ll\'eaUX essais; 'ct si 
en s'en allant illl'oublie pas sa hacht·, il ne laisse Ras de rl'grt·ts 
lit ou il a veClI ctes annees." 

Of his truly inimitable conversa.tion, and the mixturf\o 
·ot' strong masculine sense, and eX(luisitely witty turns 
in which it abounde<l,-independcntly of the interest, 
and the solid value which it derived from It ric!l fund of 
anecdote, delivered in the smallest number possihl,of 
the most happy and most appropriate words possihle,
it would indeed be difficult to convey an.adequute idelt. 
His own powers of pictut;eHque, and wonderfully con

densed expression would be hardly ~ufficient to present 
a portrait of its various and striking beauties. Simple 
and natural, yet aLoqnding in the most sudden and un; 
expootedturns-full of point, yet evidently tlie inspira
tionlof the n;OInent, and thereiore more ~bsolutely to 
the purpose than if it had been th~.labCjured effort Jr R 

day's reflection, a single word often performing the 

office of eeotenccI!I, nay, a tone not unfrequently l'~nder-
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ing many words supel'fluvus-always the phrase most 
perfectly suitable selected, and its place lllost happily 
chosen-all this is literally correct, and no picture of 
fancy, but a mere abridgement and transcript qf the 
marvellous original; and yet it all falls· very short of 
conveying its lineaments, and fails still mOre to render 
its colouring and its shades. For there Was a constani . 
g~iety of manner, which had the mirthful aspect of good 
hum out', even on the eve or on the morrow of some flash 
in which litis witty raillery had wrapt a subject Of a 
person in ridicule, or of some torrent in which his satire 
h'l.d descended instantaneous but destructive-there 
was an archness of malice. when more than ordinary 

f execution must be done, that defied the pencil 
of the describer, as it did the attempts of the 
imitator-there were manners the most perfect in ease, 
in' grace, in flexibility-there was the voice of singular' 
depth and modulation, and the countenance alike tittt~d f 
to express earnest respect, unostentatious contempt, amI 
bland cOillplacency-and all this must really have been 
witnesstld to be accurately understood. His sayillgs
his mot,,., 'as the French have it-are renowned; but 
these alone COl4\vey an imperfect idea of his whole con·· 
versation. They show indee4 the powers of his wit, and 
the felicity of his c~mcise diction; and they have a pecu
liarity of style, such that, if shown without a name, no 
one could be at a loss to whom he should attribute them. . . . 
But they are far enough from completing the sketch of 
his conversation to those who never heard it. A Jew 
insful1ces may, however, be given, chieflv to iHus'trate 
what has beel! said ~1: his characteristic c~nciseness fJ,ud 
selection. 
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Being asked if a certain 8.uthore!'s, whoO\ he had long 

~nee known, but who belonged rather to the last age, 

was not "un peu ennuyeuse," "Du tout;" said he, 

H elle.etait paifaitemf>nt ennuyeuse."-A gentleman in 

cornpa~y was one day O\akillg a somewhat zealous 

eulogy of his mother's beauty, dwelling upon the topic 

at uncalled-for length-he himself having certainly in.

herited no portion of that kind under the marriage of 
his parents. H C'etait, dOlle, monsieur votre J>(~re qui 
apparennnent n't~tait IHiS trop bien," was the remark, 

whir.h at once released the circl(· from the suhjec.t.

When Madame de Stae! pllbli"he(l ller edehrated novul 

of Delphine, Hhe was supposed to have painted herself 

ill the person of the heroine, and .1\1. Talleyralld ill that 

of au elderly lady, who is one of the pJ"inci)1a1 charac

ters. "On IP~ <lit (said he, the first time he met. hel') 

'que nous SOlllmes tous les deuf dans votre roml~n .. 
de guises en femme."-Rulhieres, the celehrated author 

of the work on the Polish H.evolution, havillg'. said, ".Je 

n'ai fait qu'un mechancete de mil. vie;" "J£t quand 

finil'a-t-elle?" was M. Talleyrand's reply.-H Gt>n~e 
• • est. ennuyeuse, n'est-ce pas 1" asked a friend; "Surtout 

quand on s'y amuse," was the unswer._" Elle est in-

8uppOl1:a.ble': (said he, with. marked emphasi!oi, of one well 

known; but as if he ha.d gone too titr, and to take off 
something of what he hUd. laid on, he added) " ~;He 
n'a que ce defa.ut~14."--" Ah, je sens Ies tourmclIjI 

d'cufer," said a person whose life had heel! 8~lpposed to 
be somewhat of the loosest. ,. Deja 1"* was the inquiry 

----------......------_. --"---
'-Certainly it came natural1y to him : it is, how/ver, not original. 

The Cardinal de Retz's physician is said to have made a 8iuvlllr ex
clamatiun 011 a like occasiun :-" I>ejit, MUliseigneur ~'" 
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suggested to M. rralleyrand.-Nor ought we to pas~ 
over the only mot that ever will be recorded of Charlet; 
X., uttered on his return to France in 1814; on seeing, 
like our se~ond Charles at a similar reception, that the 
adversaries of his family had disappeared, "II' n'y a 
<Iu'un Franl(Ris de plus: This was the suggestion of 
l\f. Talleyrand. He afterwards proposed, in like man
ner, to Charles's successor, that the foolish freaks of' 
the Duchesse de Berri should be visited with this Re
script to hel' and her faction-" Madame, il n'y a plus 
d" "'(T ., d " t es»Oll' pour vous. . v ous screz Juge, con amnee, e 

., " 
~aClee. 

Of his temper -and disposition in domestic life, it 
remains to speak; and nothing could be more perfect 
than these., If it he true, which is, however, more tban 
questionable, that a life of public busineps hardens the 
l.l~art; if this be far Q10re certainly the tendency of 11' 

life much ehequered with various fortune; if he is' 
almost certain to lose his natural sympathies with man
kind, wh~ has in his earliest years tasted the bitter cup 
o£ ~ruel and unnatural treatment, commenrled to his 
lips by Hie hands 'that should have cherished him; if, 
above all, a ),':>uth of fashionable dissipation and in
trigue, such as M. Talleyrand, like most of our own 
great men, undeniably led, has, in almost e¥ery instance, 
been found to eradicate the' softer domestic feelings, 
Qud to plaut every selfish weed in the cold soil of a neg
lected bosom-surely it is no small praise of his kindly 
and generous nature, that we are entitled to record how 
mUl:ked an excepti?lI he formed to all the~ rules. 
While it would be a foolish and a needless exaggeration 
to represent him as careless of his own interest, or am
bition, or gratification, at I\n v period of his life, it is 
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nevertheless quite true that his disposition continued to 
.. he last gentle and kindly; that he not only entertained 
throughotlt the tempest of the revolutionary anarchy 
the s1Jongest abhorrence of all violent and cruel deeds, 
but exerte(l his utmost influence in mitigating the ex
cesses which led to them in others; that his love of 
peace in all its blessed departments, whether tranquil
lity at home, or' amity and good-will abroad, was the 
incessant objt'ct of his labours; that, in domestic life, he 
was of a peculiarly placid temper, and full o'warnl and

j 

steady affections. His aversion to all violent courses 
was, indeed, in some instances, carried to a lengt41 
which prevented his wonted calmness of judgment, and 
his constant and characteristic love of justice even when' 
an adverG!lry was concerned, from havin~ their free 
scope. He D&Ver could speak with patience of Carnot, 
for having continued, during the .Reign of 'rerror,· ti 
serve a.nd to save his country by directing the war which 
defended her against Europe in arms ;-forgetting how 
mueh less couin be urged f(JI' his o"wn ~onduct~lDder the 
profligate and tyrannical Dhectory of 1797 and 1 ~8, 
under the eonscriptions of NapoleoJ, and under the mili
tary occupation of the AlJies,-evcn adillitting his pre
dominant desire to preven\anar,chy and conquest,-thall 
might most fairly be offered in defel~e of that illustrious 
Republican's inflexible and uncompromkiing, though 
stern and undaunted virtue. 
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AFTER Lafayette had quitted the armies of the Repuh
lic, defaced l>y the crimes of 1792, amI Carnot himself, 
long the director of their marvellous achifwements, and 
standing 113; his country in spite of all the excesses by 
which she was disfig-ured, had at length been driven 
from her side by the evil men that swayed her destinies, 
victory, long so familiar to the French people, was {tH· 

e It seU80n estrang-ed fr~)lll them, and the period of their 
conquest.s t'\eemed at last to have arrived. A new and 
yet more tr'iumphant course was then Legall1, under the 
gehius of Napoleon Buonaparte, certainly the IllOst ex
traordinary person who has appeareu in modern times, 
and to whom, in some respects, no parallel can he 
found, if""e f'carch the whole annals of the human race. 
}1'9J' though the conquests of Alexander were more ex
tensive, arId the I1mtchless charaeter of Cresar was em
bellished by n\ore various accomplishments, and the 
invaders of Mexico and Peru, worked their purposes of 
subjugation with far more scanty means, yet the mili
tary genius of the Great Captain shines with a lustre 
peculiarly its own, or which he shares with Hannibal 
alone, when we reflect that he never had to contend, 
like those conquerors, with adversaries inferior to him
seIfm. civilization or ,di!"cipline, but won all his triuniphs 
over hosts as v!ell ordered and regularly marshalled and 
amI)ly provide(l as his own. 
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This celebrated man was sprung from a go\)d family 
in Corsica, and while yet It boy fixed the attention and 
raised the hopes of all his eOllllexions. In his early 
youth, his military genius shone forth; he soon gained 
the surnrn~t of his profession; he comnuuHled at twenty
five a military operation of a complicated and difficult 
nature in Paris: being seleeted for superior command by 
the genius of Citrnot, he rapidly led the French armies 
through a series of vietories till then unexampled, and 
to which, even now, his own after aehien!ments can 

alone afford any parallel, for the suddellness, the vehe
mence, and the completelless. of the opt-'rations. Th1lt 
much of his suceess was derived ii'om the m~chanical ad
herence of his adversaries to the formal rules of ancient 
tactics canl1llt be doubted; and our vVel1ill~ton's cam
paigns would,. in the same eireu11ll'tances, lilld had .he 
'beel} opposed to similar antagonist~ ill all likelihood hav~ 
'been as brilliaut and decisive. But he always had to 
combat the soldiers bred in Napoleon's sdj(~)l; while 
Napoleon, for the most p\rt, ,vas matt:\;erl against men 
whose inveterate propensity to foll<lw tIw ru.Jes of ... n 
obsolete science. not even tllt~ example of J<'rederic had 
been able to subdue; and who were-resolved upon 
being a second time the vit~tillli' of the same ohstinnte 
blindness which had, in Frederic'rs days, made genius 
triumph over nnmbers by im~aking through rules repug
nant to common sen8~. It must, however, be.confcssedo, 
that although thi:; consideration accounts {oJ; the achieve
ments of this great warrior, which else had heen Jm
possible, nothing is thus detracted •• from his praise, ex
cepting that what he accomplished cea~ers to" appear 
miraculous: f01' it was his glory never to let an-error 
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pa~unprofitably to himf!elf; nor ever to give hig ad. 
versary an advantage which he could not ravi~h from 
hi~.with ample interest, before itwastr:rded to any 
fatal account. 

Nor can it be denied that, when the fOl'tO:ne of 
war proved adverse, the resources of his mind were 
ollly d,'awn forth in, the more ample profmion. Afte~ 

the battle of Asperne he displayed more skill, as weH 
as constancy, than in all his previous campaigns; 
and tile struggle which he made in France, during the 
dreadf\l1 conflict that preceded his downfall, is by,many 
l'egal'ded as the lllasterpieee of his military life. Nor 
let us forget that the gr~nd error of his whole career, 
the mighty expedition to Mosco"', was a political error 
only. The, vast prepa.ra.tions fol' that campai~n--"the 
comhinations by which he collected and l"larshalled and 

Iltn~ved this prodigiovs and various force like a f'ingle' 
corps, or a domestic animal, 01' a lifeless instrument in' 
his haud-displayed, in the highest degree, the great , 
genius for arrangement and Jor action with which he 
W"S end~wed ; and, his prodigious efforts to regain the 
ground which the disasters of that ,campaign rescued 
from his grasf., were onl}"aot successful, because no 
human power could in a month create 611 army of ca
valry, nor a word,of command give roorllits the disci
pline of veterans.· In thebist?ry.of war, it is, assuredly, 
only Hannibal who can be oomparedwith him; and' 
certainly, 'wpt:!n wereaec.: upo:a tl.wl yet greater difficul
ties of the Carthaginian's position-the much longer , 
time.durLPg which .Q~ maintained the unequal t"ODtest-
8till more, when we consider that his enemies It.a.ve 
alone, recorded his story, whi1e Napoleon bas been his 
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own annalis~justiee seems to require that the 'modern 
s,bould yield to the ancient commander. 

'J)w mighty operation which led to his downfa.ll, and 
in whi<th all the resources of his va.st capacity as well as 
all the recklessness of his boundless ambition were dis
played, has long fixed, as it well might, the regards of 
mankind, and it has not been too anxiously contem
plated. His course of victory had been for twelve years 
uniutel"l"upted. The resources of France had been 
poured out without stint at his command. 'l'he de
s'truction of her liberties had not relaxed the martial 
propensities of her people, nor thinned the multitudes 
that poured out their blood under his banners. rfhe 
fervour of the revolutionary zeal had cooled, but the 
discipline which a vigorous despotism secpres had 
succeeded, and., the Conscription worked as great 
miracles as the Republic. The cOll.ptless hosts which 
France thus poured forth, were led by this consum
mate warrior over all Italy, Spain, Gel'mant; half 
the ancient thrones of' Et'0pe were $ubverted, the 
capitals of half her powers occupieAl in sllccession,. • • 
and a monarchy w~s estaolished which the existence 
of England and of Russia alone prevente~ from being 
universal. 

But the vaulting ambition of the gl"*,at conqueror at 
last overshot itself. Mter his most arduous and per
Itaps most triumphantqrnpaign, ulldertaken wi~h a pro
fllliion of military resources unexampled in $e annals 
of war, the aIlci.ent capital of the Russian empire wa, 
ill his ~n~; yet, from the refusal of JJ1e enemy to m8lke 
peace, and the sterility of the vast surrounditlg country, 
the conquest was bootless to his purpose. He had <,,,J-

VOL. U. y 
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lected I!he mightiest army that ever the world saw; from 
all parts of the Continent he had gathered his forces; 
every diversity of blood, and complexion" and to.qgue, 
and garb, and weapon, shone along his line ;-~' Exer
dtus mixtus ex colluvione omnium gentium~ quibu8 
non lex, non mos, non lingua communis ;alius habitus, 

,alia vestis, alia arma, alii ritUs, alia sa,~ra*"-the re

sources of whole provinces moved through the king
dOlns which his arms held in awe; the artillery of 
whole cftadels traversed the fields; the cattle OIl a thou
Band hills were made the food of the myriads whom he 
poured into the plains of Eastern Europe, where blood 
flowed in rivers, and' the earth was whitened with 
men's bones; but this gigantic enterprise, uniformly 
successful, was found to have no object, when it had no 
.longer an enemy to overcome, and the victor in vain 
sued to the vanq\lished for peace. The conflagration 
of Moscow in one night began his discomfiture, whi'~h 
the frqst of another night completed! Upon the pomp 
and circumstance of unnwnbered warriors-thei!' ca-

. ",aIry, . their gur~s; their magazines, their equipage
descended slowly, :flake by fla.ke, the soow of a. northern 
night ;_" Tantaque vis frigoris insecuta. est, ut ex; ilIa 
miserabili hominum jummtorumque stra.ge quum se 
quisque attoIer~ ac levare vellet, diu naquire!, quia 
torpentibus cigore ll(~rvis, vix flectel'e artus poterant. 't 
The h~pes ·of Napoleon were ,blighted; the retreat of 
his armament was ·cutoff; and his doom sealed far more 
irreversibly than if the conqueror of a hundred fields 
had been overthrAA'Vn in battle, and madec~ptive with 

.. 
- Liv. xxviii. 12. t Liv. xxi. 58. 
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half his for<!e. All his subsequent efforts to re~ain the 
pbwer he had lost never succeeded in countel'vailing the 
effeets of that Russian night. The fire of his genius 
burnt, ~f possible, brighter than ever; in two campaigns 
his efforts were more than human, hiA resources more 
miraculous than before, his valour more worthy of the 
prize he played for-but all was vain: his weapon was
no longer in his hand; his army was gone; and his 
adversaries, no more quailing under the feeling of his 
superior nature, had discovered him to be vin~hle like 
themselves, and grew bold in their turn, as the Mexicans 
gathered courage, three centuries ago, from finding 
that the Spaniards were subject to thn a~cidellts of 
mortality. 

Such was this great captain, and such WI\S the fate 
on which the c.nqueror rushed. 

It is quite certain that the mighty genius of Napo
Mon ~B of the highest order; he was one of ~he 
greatest masters of the art of war; he is to be. ranked 
among the generals of t¥ highest dal'ls, if indeed 
there be any but Hannibal who can b~ placed oQ. a lev~ 
with him. To all the qualities, both in the council and 
in the field, which combine to form an ~ccomplished 
commander, he added, what but few indeed have ever 

shown, an original genius: he was .so great an im
prover on the inventions of "others, that he might well 
'lay claim to the honOO4s of discovery. The tactics of 
Frederick he carried so much farther, and wit.h such im
portant additions, that we might as well deny to '''!\It 
.the originating of the steam-engine,.as to Napoleon·t111~ 
being an inventor in military science. TM grea1: step 
which Frederick made was the connecting togethe. all 

vZ 
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th~ operations of an extensive campaign in V'ariou~ quar
ten." a.nd especia.lly the moving vast b{)Qies of trooJls 
rapidly on a given point, so as to fight his adversaries 
there at a certain advantage. This required a brave 
neglect of the estahlished rules of tactics.; it required 
a firm determination to despise formidaWe obstacles; 
.it required an erasure of the words 'difficult and im
possible' from the general'~ vocabulary. In proportion 
to all the hardihood of these operations, was the high 
merit of their author, and also the certainty of their suc
cessa.gainst the regular mechanical generals of Maria 
Theresa, to whom he was opposed. So much the rather 
are we to wonder at the Sllcce!'lSOrs of those generals, 
the produce of the same Germanic school, showing 
themselv~ as unprepared for the great extension of the 
~rus8ian system, but in the same direction, which Na
poleon practised, apd being as completely taken unl.. 
aWJ1res by his rapid movements at VIm, and his feintS 
at Wagram, as their masters had been at Rosbach. at 
Pirna, and at Prague. 

'rhe degree in which he thus extended and improved 
upon Frederick's tactics was great indeed. No man 
ever could bring such bodies into the field; none pro
vide by combined operatioos for their support; none 
move such rnasse~ trom various quarters upon one point; 
none manamvre at one fight the thousa.nds whom he 
had assembled, change his operl:\tions as the fate of the' 
hour or th~ moment required, and tell with such abso
l~te certainty the effects of each movement. He had 
all the knowledge jJl minute detail which the art of war 
requirus; he had a perfectly accurate appreciation of 
whai; men and horses and guns can do; his memory 
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told him anll in an instant where each corps, e:tch regi .. 
IMnt, each gun was situated both in peace and war, and 
in what condition almost each company of his vast force 
was at. any lJloment. Th(m he possessed the intuitive 
knowl~dge of his enemy's state, and movements, and 
plans; so nicely could he unravel all eonflicting BC

'counts, and decide at once as by intuition which WRit 

true. In the field his eye for positions, distances, ele
vations, numbers, was quick, and it was infallible. All 
his generals at all times submitted their .iudgm~nt to his 
and without the least reluctauc~ or hesitation, not de
ferring to his authority, but y~elding ti'om an absolute 
conviction of his superior skill; nor ever doubting, 
because firmly assured he was in the right. His own 
self-confidence ,vas in the same proportion, &Dd it was 
unerring. 

Lying under some cover in fire, Qe would remain for 

a1'l hour or two, receiving reports and issuing his orders, 
sometimes with a plan before him, sometimes :-ith the 
face of the ground ill his mind only. There he i! 
with his watch in one hand, while the other moves co,.., • • 
stantly from his pocket, where his snuff-box Or'rather 
his snuff lies.-An aid~de-camr arrive~ tells of IL 

movement, answers shortly lome questions rapidly, per
haps impatiently, put, is dispatched wjth the order that 
is to solve the difficulty of some general of division. 
'Another is ordered i<l attend, and sent off with di-

• 
rections to make some disiaotcorps support ,an opera-
tion. The watoh is again consulted; more iml'atievt 
symptOmstij the name of one aide-de;&amp is constantly 
pl'olJ6)unced; question after question is put ltheth~r any 
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one is cbming from a certain quarter; an event is ex
pected; it ought to have happened; at length the 
wished-for messenger arrives.-U Eh bien! Qu'a-t-on 
fait la-bas 1" "La hauteur est gagnee ;" Ie· marechtd 
est IA." "Qu'il tienne ferme-pas un pas de mouve
ment." Another aide-de-camp is ordered to bring up 
the Guard. " Que Ie marechal avanee vers la tour en 
defilant par sa gauche-et tout ce qui se trouve a sa 
(hoite est prisonnier."-Now the watch is consulted 
and the tfuuff is taken no more; the battle is uver; the 
fortune of the day is decided; the great Captain indulges 
~iri pleasantry; nor doubts any more of the certainty and 
of the extent of his victory than if he had alre(~dy seen 
its details in the bulletin. 

After aU, the gra,nd secret of both Frederick and 
~apoleon's suer-esses, the movement ..of the masses 
which were to plac~ their enemy in a disadvantagcou,; 
pOiiition, appears to be, like all great improvements-, 
sufficiently obvious; for·it is founded on the very nft.tu-

• 
ral principle on which the modern Naval pIau of Break-
.M~g the Line proceeds. If either at sea or on shore one 
partyc~n place his enemy between two tires, or on any 
material parteof his hattle bring double the force to bear 
upon the defenders of that point, the success of the 
o~ration is certain. In order to execute such a plan 
on shore, a prodigious combination of military resources 
is required, and they only who JlXe so amply furnished' 
can vent~r~ to attempt it. That Napoleon had this capa
city beyond other men is aloogether incontestable. 

But his genius ... was not confined to war..: lie POB-, 
sessea' a large capacity also for civil affairs. He sa,w as 
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clearly, anti as quickly determined on his coune, in go
.-ernment as in the field. His public works, and his 
political reformations, especially his Code of Laws, 
are Il\onum~nts of his wisdom and his vigour, more 
imperishable, as time has already proved, and as him
self proudly foretold, than all his victorip.s. His civil 
courage was more brilliant than his own, or most ()th~ 
men's, valour in the field. How ordinary a bravery it 
was that blazt'~l forth at Lodi, wlien he headed his 
wavering columns across the bridge swept by the field 
of Austrian artillery, compared with the ull(launte(l and 
sublime courage that carried him fcom Cannes to Pari~ 
with a handful of men, and bred his bosom with the 
desire, and sustained it with the confidence, of over
throwing It dynasty, and overwhelming an_empire, by 
the terror of l~s name! 
• Nor were his endowments mereJy those of the states ... 
"nan and the warrior. If he was not like Cresar, a .;oll

summate orator, he yet knet men so tlwrouihly, /lud 
especially Frenchmen, whom he had most nearly stu
died, that he possessed the faculty of addressiug t]Wiijjl 

in strains of singular eloquence,-·an eloque~c~ pecu
liar to himself. It is not more certain -that. he is the 
greatest soldier whom France ever produced, than it 
is certain that his place is high aqlOngst her grettest 
writers, as far as composition or diction is concerned. 
S,!me of his bulletitl\ are models for the purpose whicl. 
they were intended to serve; his address t~ the soldiers 
of his Old Guard at Fontainebleau is a masterpiec~ of 
dignl'lieil and pathetic compositio~ his speech during" 
the-Hundred Days, at the Champ de Mar';, he~inniug, 
" General, Consul, Empereur, je tiens tout tIu Pc~ple," 
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is to be ytlaeed amongst the most perfect pieces of sim· 
pIe and majestic eloquence. 'rhese thing'sare not the> 
less true fOl' being seldom or never remarked. 

But with these great qualities of the will-the high
est courage, the most easy formation of his l'ewlutions. 
the most steadfast adherence to his purpose, the entire 
devotion of all his energies to his object-and with the 
equally shining faculties of the understanding by which 
that firm will worked-the clearest and quickest ap
pl'ehensio~, the power of intense application, the capa
city of complete abstraction from all interrupting ideas, 
tile complete and most instantaneous circumspection of 
nll difficulties, whether on one side, or even providently 
seen in prospect, the intuitive knowledge of men, and the 
power of mind and of tongue to mould their will to his 
p~rpose--with these qualities, which form the character 

('!leld greatest by vulgar minds, the panegyric of Napo-' 
leon. must close. HE WAS A CONQUEROR;-HE WAS A 

TYRANT., 'l'o gratify hi'amhition-to !-1}ake his thirst 
of power-to weary a lust of dominion which no con
(~st could satiate-he trampled on Liberty when his 
hand might have raised her to a secure place; and he 
'vrapt the wONd in flames, which the blood of millions 
alone could quench. J3y those passions, a mind not ori
ginally unkindly, was perverted and deformed, t,iJI human 
misery ceased to move it, and honesty. and truth, and 
_pity, all sense of the duties we owe to God and to man, 
11ad 'departed from one thus given up to a single and a 
selpsh pursuit. " 'rantas animi virtutes ingentia vitia 
requabant; inhuma)la crudelitas;* perfidia plusquam 

The kindliness of his nature will be denied by some; the inhu-
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Puniea; ltihil veri, nihil sancti, nullus Deu.n metus, 
-nullum jmjurandum, nulla religio."ij The death of 
Enghien, the cruel sufferings of Wright, the mysterious 
end Qf Picqegru, the punishment of Palm, the tortures 
of Tou8saint,t have all been dwelt upon as the spots on 
his fame; because the fortunes of individuals presenting 
a more definite object to the mind, strike our imagina.
tions, and rouse our feelings more than wretchedness in 
larger masses, Im;s distinctly perceived. But to the eye 
of calm reflection, the declaration of an I1lljustifiabl~ 
war, or the persisting in it a day longer than is neces
sary, presents a more grievous objed of contemplatio!l, 
implies a disposition more pe~nicious to the world, anfl 

calls down a reprobation far more severe. 

man cruelty by others: but both are correctly true. There is extant 
a letter which w'J have seen, full of the tenderest affection towards 
hill favourite brother, to whom it was addressed, when about t~ ba 

• scparated from him, long after he had cntered 011 puhlic lifc. It i& 
. .. 

in parts blotted with his tears, eviue.ntly shed before the ink was dry. 
As for his cruelty, they only can delly it who think it la:lre cruel for 
a man to witness torments which he hits ordered, fir to commit 
hutchery with his own hand, than to give a command which W!¥st • • consign thousands to agony and death. If Napoleon had been 
called upqn to wi tness, or with his own hand to inf1ict such misery, he 
would have paused at first-because physical repugnance would have 
prevailed over mental callousl~ess. But how many minutes' re
flectioll would it have taken to ~caden the pain, and make hilll exe
cute his own purpose? 

• Liv. xxi • ... 
t It is a gross error to cht.rgc him with the poisoniJ!g of his lick 

in Egyp';; and his massacre of the prisoners at Jaffa is a very con
trover:ed matter. But we fear the early anecdote of his orderi~ 811 

attack, with no otherohject than to gratify"'is mistress, when Ii young 
officer of artillery, rests upon undeniable authority t and If 110, it it! 
to be placed amongllt his worlt crimes. 
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How g;ateful the relief which the friend o~mankilld, 
the lover of virtue, experiences when, turaing from the, 
contemplation of such a charactel·, his eye rests UpOll 

the greatest man of our own or of any age ;-the ouly 
one upon whom an epithet so thoughtlessly lavished. by 
men, to foster the crimes of their worst enemies, may 
bE; innocently and justly bestowed! In Washington 
we truly behold a marvellous contrast to almost every 
one of the endowments and the vi~es which we have 
,peen contemplating; and which are so well fitted to 
excite a mingled admiration, and sorrow, and ahhor
rMlce. 'Vith none of that briiliant genius which daz
zles ordinary minds; wiih not even any remarkable 
'quickness of apprehension; with knowledge less than 
almost all p,ersons in the middle ranks, and many weil 
educatj~d of the humhler classes possess;, this eminent 
person is presented t~ our observation clothed in attri-, 
bute,s as modest, as unpretending, as little calculated to' 
strike or to astonish, as if he had llasscd unknown 
through some seclud~d region of private life. But he 
h!!9~ a judgment sure and sound; a steadiness of miud 
which never sufierea any passion, or even any feeling 
to ruffle its calpl; a strength of understanding which 
worked rather than forced its\\way through all obstacles, 
-removing or avoiding rather than overleaping them. 
If profound sagacity, unshaken steadiness of purpose, 
tpe entire subjugation of all the passions whi.ch carry 
havoc through ordinary minds, and oftentimes lay waste 
the fairest prospects of greatness,-nay, the discipline 
of th~se feelings which are wont to lull 01" t<;l st:.:luce 
genius, ,and to mar· and to cloud over the aSI,cct _ of 
vil"tu~. herself,-joinec.1 with, or rather leading to tbe 
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most abs~lute self.denial, the most habitual ~nd exclu
sive devotion to principle,-if these things ean consti
tute a great character, without either quickness of 
apprehension, or resources of information, or inventive 
pO\i~rs, 01 any brilliant lJuality that might dazzle the 
vulgar.-then surely Washington was the greatest man 
that ever lived in this world uninspired by Divine wis
dom, and unsustained by supernatural virtue. 

Nor could the human fancy create a combination oj 
qualities, even tv the very wants and defect~ of the sub
ject, more perfectly fitted for the scenes in which it w:S 
his lot to bear the chief part; whether we regard ~he 
war which he conducted, th~ 'political constitution over 
which he afterwards presided, or the tempestuous tilll~ 
through which he had finally to guiq~ the bark hiillsen 
had launched. Averse as his pure mind and temperate 
disposition ~atural1y was from the atrocities of- tJ;e 
French Revolution, he yet never leant against the cause 

• 
of liberty, but dung to it even when degraded by the 
excesses of its savage votal'les. Towards Ffance, while 

L • 

he reprobated her aggressions upon other state:.;*-':. and 
bravely resisted her pretensions t(1 eontrol bis o\v~l,·he' 
yet never eeased to feel the gratitude \);hich her aid to 
the American cause hid planted eternally in every 
American bosom; and for the freedom of a nation 
which had followed the noble exanlple of his country
men in breaking the chains of a thOUS:111d years, he 
~nited with those'l~()UntrYIll,n in cherishi!lg a natu;al 
sympathy and .egard. Towards Englaml;whom he had 
only known as a tyrant, he never, even in the worst times 
of Fre~ch turbulence at home, ·tmd ill.~ury \p foreign 
states, could unbend from the attitude of distrust awl 
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defiance il1to which the conduct of her soveveign and 

his Parliament, not unsupported by her people, had 

forced him, and in which the war had left him. Nor 

was there ever among all the complacent self-delusions 

with which the fond conceits of national varilty ar~ apt 

to intoxicate us, one more utterly fantastieal than the 

llo~ion wherewith the politieians of the Pitt school were 
wont to flatter themselves and beguile their followers, 

-that simply because the Great American would not 

~ield eithen.to the bravadoes of the Republican envoy, 
or to the fierce democracy of Jefferson, he therefore had 
become weary of repuhlics,and a friend to UlOllarchy 

and to England. In trutH, hiE devotion to liberty. and 

his intimate perriuasion that it can only be cnjo)'e{l 

'unde"r the republiclin scheme, constantly gained strength 

to the end ~f his truly glorious life; and his steady 
rp..solution to hoM the balance even between conb~niling 

extre~ne8 at home, as well as to repel any advance from 
abroad incompatible with perfect independence. was not 

more dictafed by the ~aturaI justice of his disposition, 

all:~ !he Labitual sobriety of his views, than it sprang 
from a prOfound cohvlction that a commonwealth is 

most eflectually:served by the commanding prudence 
which checks all excesses, a11<\ guarantees it against the 

peril that chiefly besets popular governments. 
Hi~ courage, whether in b'attle or in council, was 

a~ perlect as might be expected from this pure and 

steady temI)cr of soul. (tA. perfret just man, with a 
thoroughly firm resolution never to be misled by others. 

( 

any more than to be by others overawed; neve~ to' be 
seduced ~r betrayed, or hurried away by his own weak
nesses or self-delusions, any mOre than by other men's 
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arts; nor"ever to be disheartened by the most compli-
, . 

cated difficulties, any more than to be spoilt on the giddy 

height" of fortune~such was this great man,-great, 
pre-eminently grp.at, whether we regard him sU8taining 

alone the~hole weight of campaigns all but despe. 
rate, or gloriously terminating It just warfare by his 
resources and his courage-presiding over tbe jarrip-g 
elements of his political council. alike deaf to the storms 

of all extremes-or directing the formation of a new1 

government for a groat people, the first timt9that so vast 
an experiment had ever LOElll tried by mltu-Ol' finally 
retirill~ from the supreme power to which his virtue hi,l.d 
raised him over the nation Ire had created, and whose 
destinies he had guided as long as his aid was re~reft 
-retiring with the veneration of all parties, of all' 

nations, of all mankind, in order that the rights of men 
might be co'nserved, and that his example uevel' m1git 
b~ appealed to hy vulgar tyrants. This is the con

summate glory of Washington; a.."lri,"fvphant· war
rior where the most sanguine lu«1. 0. right to-despair; a 
successful ruler in all the difficulties of a comse wholly ... 
untried; but a warrior, whose sword only left its she:th' 
when the first law of our nature cOUlYlanded it to be 
drawn; , and a ruler wl)O. having tasted of suprmne 
power, gently and unostentatiously.de8ired that the eup 
might pass from him, not would 8UJfe,r more to wet his 
lips than the most solemn and sacred~duty to his Coun

try and his God requir&!! 
T9 his latest breath did th~" pat1-iot maintain . 

the noble character of a C~ptain the patron of Pt'ace, 
a~d a Statesman the friend of':Justict',. Dying, he 
JJequeathed to ilis heirs the sword which he had wom in 
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the War ~or Liberty, and ch8ol'ged them" Nc¥.r to take 
it from the seabbard but ill self-defence, or in defence of 
their country and her freedom; and conunanding them, 
that when it should thus be drawn, they should never 
sheath it nor ever give it up, but prefer fitlltng with it 
in their hands to the relinquishment therec,f"-words, 
the majesty and simple eloquence of which are not sur
~ssed in the oratory of Athens and Rome. 

It will be the duty of the Historian and the Sage in 
all ages to, let no occasion pass of commemorating thi" 
• illuRtriaul;: man; and until time shall be no more will a 
tttSt of the progrp.sR which our race has made in wisdom 
and in virtue be derived ftom the veneration paid to the 
~rnl]1ortal name of WASHINGTON! 
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