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PRE F ~\. C E. 

II 7 HEN I begll1 the [!Ill vo}ume 

VV of this wad" 111.1djufi given 
in my rcfign<ttion to l\Ll~bnc tfOr­
l~.lT}s a .. -het-· rcqlJtfl:. It \\'JS my l'n­
tClltion, after fl.'ttnr\'g fOIl1'e buiinc[ .. 

tklt reqllircu my P1C[.:llCC at r'lri~, 

to tr,wel for two or thI ct> ) CJI~, ill!. I Y 
filr my infiruClion, :..lw] then t\) I c­

nounce the world for ever. Determin­
eu nefer again to appear in fociety, 
patt:cularly at Paris, I meant folely 

to publifh the fra~ments of my Jour­
nal of Education, but wit(out co 111-" 

plaining of or accufing any per(on; 

in thofe fragments I c"t1't(quently 
fupprelfed all tpe hi(l\")ry of the Abbe 

A 2 Guyot's 
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Gnyot's retirement, which was related 
• at full length, as well as every thing 

elfe of ,1 fimiLtr nature. On my Je­
p.ll ture for AuvCl t!,ne, I rent to the 
pILL \ ;lC firll ilieet::, df the copy of 
tb.t })ul"l111, kaving the original in 
the hJ.J1cb!)F .1 pel [on y,ll0 tra'l[cribed 

the reft in my abfenc.e, eacconling to 

m~lks wl:ic.h I m.1u~ in the mal gin. 

Th,ou2:h ~ had in-econcilably quar­
relled with M. Lebrun from the time 
of his refuiing to juflify r.J. de Char­

tre" and me ag1.infl: a calumny from 

whidl he might have exculpated us 

by bearing teftimony to the tnIth, I 

wrote to him on the eve of my qc­

parture, the 24th Qf April lail:, to in­

form him that, quitting the education 

for ever, r. iliould now publifh frag­

ments dfJlly Journal, but that no-. 

thing would apile.1r to throw blame 
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",m thofe who had been under my 
directions, or on anyone elfe. At 

that time-this was truly my intention, 

~ I believed.l ihould never again 

make my appearance in the world. 
I had no lldil c of avengiQg myfelf: 
thofe who are acquaimcd with me 

know, tliat, ilidependent of principle, 

my. temper and difpoGtion render me 

abfolutely incapable of fo' odious a 

feeling. Determined to retire for ever 

from the intriguing, the ungrateful 
and the wicked, I thought it fufficient 

to [hew that I had never infiiIled any 

but good principles into my pupils: 
every thing elfc that might be imputed 

to me I regarded with indifference; 1 
• 

was fmc that oblivion wiu1d Coon 

fucceed to enmity, and that even my 

Jirefi foes woulll ceaft. to ~~tc me 

when I lelidl!u f:u fr<"'m them in rc-

A 3 tirement 
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tirement and obfcurity. @ne reafon 
mIl more powerful led me to confider 

this moderation as my duty: I deem­

ed it a fpecies of cowardice to brer k 
the fiIcnce I had fo long impofcd on 

myfe1f, anft then only to complain of 
my enemies when I :vas quitting 
them, and get~ing out of the reach of 

the envenomed fhafts of their refent­

ment. . '. . . Oh! if ever after fo 

many labours ,md vexations, fortune 

grant to my v.. iihes a fafe and peace­
ful afylum, I will not profane the 
fweet leifure of a happy folitude by 
complaints, difputes, and cenfures. I 
will never attac.k or accufe either in 
flying or at a d:Jlan,c *. But when I 

) found 

-I/o An aponymous author IS particularly con­
temptible, bccal'le he never attacks but In fe:. 
cunty, and dares nut expoft! iumfelf to the re. 

fentment of the perfon he accufes. To WrIte 

in 
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found my~lf compelled by my affec­
tion for Mademoifelle d'Orleans to 

renounce 

l~ forcign countries agamfl: our enClnIC<;, or 

men in power, IS a daihrJlJncf~ of a iimlIar na­

turc, unlefs we arc compelled to i(by jUIlJical 

procef". Another [pecles of cowardIce ittl! more 

detefl-able, IS to leave bclllnd us at our death 

private memOlrs m which our countrymcn are 

caJummated. Is It poffible to thlllk:-;f avenging 

ourfelves when we flull be flumbenng 1I1 the 

filcnt lomb ~ For my own part, I kept, dunng 

the nine years that I refided at the Paials Royal, 

a I11l1lute Journal of the fcenes that pailed beful 0 

my eyes; but with an IntentIOn never to publtfh 

It. The work IS voluml/lou~, and I have attempt. 
ed to draw in It an accurate p,<'ture of the 111an· 

ncrs of the age In which I lived. In thIs I flatter 

myfelf I have fucceeJed ; but there IS not to be 

found in it one [CflOUS chl'lrge even agalnfl: thofe 

by whom I was hated: I mentIOn Inames only 
when I have pratfcs to bLfl:ow, or my blame falls 

upon frivolous objects, and I attack .IuMther the 
m~rals nor the probity of any man. I WIll ddd, 
and I can Cay It wIth equal truth, that during 

my whole life I have never pnnted a lingle hne 

1 without 



Dounce libury J.nd qukt, 'and again 

C!'t r the v'orldj 1 felr that my return 
v., .1,1 jp{'rea.: the m..llign:r..y of my 
a,:". _"rie'> and that 1. was going 4:~ 
be lTlU -e than ever expofed to flanders 

Ci)f every .kind: I then adopted the 

mtafure of .1t length fpeaking with­

out refiraint, and of exhibiting an 

accUl ate and faithful piCture of my 
conduct f.or the period of the 101ft 
twelve years; and this I could nul do 

without giving extracts of the Jour­

nal keet by M. Lebrun. A report 
has been exteufivlly propagated, that 

the tutors fubordinatc to me have 
borne every thing that a haughty, 

violent and impelious woman, full 
of pride .lind capl ice, couM infliCt on 

without my name. This decla, J.tlOn IS ])ot al­
together ufelefs at a time when .Ill the world 

writes, and few think It a duty to avow their 

works. 
thofe 
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thofe who ~ere fubject to her dil ec­

tions. In reading the Journal of 
M. Lebrun it will not be difficult to 

gu~fs from what quarter thefe impu­

tations, repeated in a thouClnd libel­
lous publications, have PJoceeded. 

This Journal will D1ew Wh.lt party 
has been to blame, and where lies 
the injufiice. The extracts I give 
are taken from the original work 
written wholly by M. Lebl un or the 

Abbe Guyot; my anfwers and re­
marks excepted, which are in my 
own hand. This work is alfo de­
pofited with 1\1. Gabion, where all 

"ho have the curiofity may com rare 
it with the plintcd fragments. Thefe 
fragments contain ~ multiplicity of 
flivolous and childiih details, and a 
chain of domefiic altercations and • 

.intrigues, the paltrinef8> of which I 

am 
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am more aware of thanr anyone,. 

becau(e unfortunately I did not efcape 
with the reading, I had to fuffer and 

endure them. How llnccafingly have 

I been tormented by tht:m, and by 
the diihooefty, pride, envy and hatn:d 
from which they originated! How 

much valuable time, which I might 

have ufefully employed, have they 

obliged me to lofe! In confequencc 
()f reproaches and falfehoods. con­
tinually renewed, I was a thollfand 

times forced to repeat in the J oumal 
the fame anf wers and explanations: 
in this way I have written the quan­

tity of three or four volumes, an<1 

:£hall all my life regret time fo dif-
• 

agreeably employed. 1\1. Lebrun's 

Journal eonfifts of eleven volume!':, 

and more than a half of them is­
filled with our quarrels and reconcilia-

tions ... 
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tions. Thefe long accounts I have 
redua:ed to a few hundred pages, but 
what I have omitted perfeCtly re­
fesnbles the fpecimen I have given; 
the fame conduct and the fame fend. 
ments on both fides are confiantly 
difplayed from one end o{the Jour­
nal to the other. In the mean time 
there will be found amidfi thefe alter­
cations and intrigues (which I am 
obliged to publifh in order to make 
my juftification in every refpect com­
plete) a variety of things relative to 
education, and thefe fragments will 

not prove wholly ufelefs to preceptors 
entering on a courfe of education, 
and who have not yet had all oppor­
tunity of ftudying the difpofitions of 
children; they will find in them 
$=ounfels that experience alone can 
give, and which evay preceptor of 

llOneft 



xii P it E F ACE. 

honefi intentions will always receive 
with pleafure even from thofe who 

may poffefs inferior talents to himfelf: 
for in education nothing can be of 

more vAlue than reflea~ons founded 
on fatts, {.lnd a long obfervance and 

ftudy of the charaCters of children. 

L E S-
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GOVERNESS TO HER PUPILS, &c • 

• 

PRIVATE JOURNAL OF THE EDUCATION 

OF THE PRINCES, 

CI1I1menCe4 at Samt CIQud zS JanlKlrJ 178z. 

THE princes were placed under my 
can:, 5 January 1782. I requefted a 
minute account of the dlftribution and 
em ployment of their time. F or this of 
watted fix days. It ought to have 
been given in writing, but it was not, 
and befide was very imperfect. From 
thls account I learned, that M. BQnnard 
fcarcely concerned himfdf at aJl in thei.lj 
education, and that the whole care had 
cJFvolved upon tbe Abbe Guyot,. and 
fd.Prieur~ firft valet de cbambre. The 

VOL. II. B hour, 
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hours offtudy were not unalterably fixed, 
,no Qrle prefide&i at rhe; Idtons of the 
mailers; the reading did not occuPY' 
three quarters of an hour in a day; and 

three times a week the princes took a 
leffon in mufick for an hour. I ftruck 

~ff the mWick mafter, and altered the 
whole plan of ftL1~ies. Among other 
books, I took away the Fables of Fon­

raine, Telemachus, Racine~, and I 
-fubftituted inftead of them, boots of 
hiftory and moral wntings fuited to the 

\1nderftandings of two chIldren, tbe eldeft 
~ w40m was but elght ye~.rs old. • • . . . . . 

U pop our arrival at St. Cloud, th<\[ 

~ to fay, three weeks ago, I examined 
.Ah~ princ~, as to their improvement. 

• 1 ha'ie always thought it abfurd to put works 
.r the filit merit into the hand! of children; my 
selIon for thi6 I have aJiigned to J\~c J~ 
TlJcod.~. Thl= idea was grea~ly cenr..red at th~ 

Mel bu~ it ~~ 8jP~" t9 _ ~ praUj' 
~yadoptc4. 



They were perfeCl:ly ignorant of Latin 
snd Eng'iih, and could neither read or 
(peak a. word of thefe languages, though 
they had fiudied them far the [pace ci 
,;three years. They had no accurate 
knowledge of biftory but what they had. 
derived from fome tables which I had 

• 
written for the Duchd's de Chanres, 
and which have been five years in her 
poffefi"wn. They knew ,,"ery little of the 
lHfrory of the gods, and nothing of the 
fabulom tneramorphofes: I (peak of the 
Duke de Valois; for as to the Duke de 
Montpen1ier, he abfolutdy knows JlOo. 

thing of lIlny (ubjeCt. The Duke de 
Valois could not write a note of iix lino 
tbat had COIllmon fenCe. They were 
both un polite to an extreme, giving no 
other anfwer tilan,.t's er m, or a llod of 
-the ke~, and -never expre1fmg their 
tbank& OD:mr occaJ]on_ Thoy wtrealfe 
~tremely ceader and delicate? fearful fA 
me wind aJItd the cold, and incapable nGIt 

.., of nnniDg 8J1d jumping, "' ama 
Ba of 
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of walking any tolerable pace, or for 
more than half an hour. The (Duke de 
Valois had fo horrible a dread of dogs, 
that he turned pale and (brieked when. 
ever he caw one: it was impoffible to 
take hold of a lap dog without murdering 
it, and he was fure upon thefe occafions 

• either to burft into tears, or to {hew ill 
bumour. The Duke de Valois was fond 
of filly prattle, and would tell lies lome­
times for his diverfion. I add to all 
this, the utmofl: indlfference for the Duke 
and Duchefs de Chartres, never think. 
ing, never caring about them, cold and 
inanimate when they faw [hem, and per 
fedly regardlefs wheth.er they faw them 
at all. Such were their bad qualities: 
now for their good ones. They do not 
draw badly for their age, and they write 
'Very well: the eideft 'has fome know:­
ledge of accOUnts: they are both mild 
and obedient! finee I have had the care 
of them they are already lefs unpolite, 

< 
and cxprefs themfelves in better terms. 

The 
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The Duk~ de Valois can fee a dog with­

out any figns of fear; it may be caught 
wIthout being choaked. He alfo ~ppl1es 
1110re clofely to his leffom. 

6 March I 78z. 

I AM every day more fatisfied with the 
young princes. Tbe Duke de Valois 
has confiderable force of mind and an 
aftoninllng memory. I can as yet form 
no judgment of wha.t may be expected 
from the Duke de Montpenfier. 

I have written for them both [orne 

moral principles, which are read to them 
twice a week. • • • • • • • • 

. . . . . . , . . . . 
I read to them continually. I ftopfome. 

• 
rimes to afk. them queftions, or to make 
fome re1leC\:ion. The Duke de Valois 
always anfwers with propriety, and ap­
pears attentive and int,refted. 

I CON'. 
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8 .April J 782, 

1 CONTINUE to be charmed with the 
Duke de Valois, ttoug11 he has ftill fome' 

very difagreeable manners and low ex­

preffions, a~d occafionally ronfiderable 
TuIgarity. At prefent that he is perfectly 
at hIS eafe with me, he vents without hefi­

tation all the pretty conceits and phrafes­
that have been taught hIm. For exam-

" pIe, he confl:antly calls his backfide .., 
jftem '" ,., and the fringing gnats that teafe 
us in warm weather his kindred+. To. 
expre[s the having made a bad drliwmg 
be fays, ] btJ7.1t 1114de a JpMd! i t(> fig-

* Mon quinz..f. 
t The FI ench appellation for tois InfeCt is (()r:P"" 

wbidl feems to ha.ve bern oni1nally deriud from 

tho perfevering importunity of the creature, thG 
p,crfons tormented br it conceIving a fort of * 
feroblance between this impoTtunity and that or 
poer relatioM, whofe petitions can with diflicalty 
be difmilfed by 3 mao sf afl1 f9rtun~. Jly Dalai( 
the word has come to left any arobil:;uity of meag,.. 

ing. T. 
oify 
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nify that be has knocked at a door, I 
have "eat a march upon it, &c. All this 
is highly [ea(oned with the proverbs of 

Sancho, and a forced ~md loud laugh~ 
which is not the leafi: difagreeable of his 

manners. He is betide a great gofiip, an 

admirer of old women's tale·s, and fre­
€}uently invents lies for his divedion.. 
He has another quality which very 
much dl(plea(es me, that of weeping with. 
a factlity which I h:lVe never ob[erved in 
:my other perron. He is little fenfrble­
of grnrirude·, bt:cau[e he im:Jgines that 
there are no cares, no attentions, no re­
fpea to which he is not entitled, a fauTt 
that proceeds folely from the defeCts of 
his early education, and not from his na­
tural di[pofition; and I am convin~ed 
that, had he been !fut into my hands if.. 

year later, it wo.lld have been out of my_ 
power to rectify all the injury that would 

* Mol\. afi'uredlv 1 cannot "ow reproach him witla 
fuch a fault. 

B4 have 
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11ave been done him. He 1,:15 ftrength 
of mind, felf-efteem, and a good heart; 
admirable fources of hope. Yefterday 
at the concluDon of the Idfons fome 
company called llpon me. 1 withdrew 
for a moment and prefently returned 
wlth MademOlfelle de Chartres, who had 
in her hand a balket of little: cakes. t 
faid to the Duke de Valois, " Though 
&c your Highnefs did not give to your 

" lifter any of the pears which were fenl 
,k you a few days iince, file is WIlling to 

U divide with you her baiket of [weet­
"meats." This accufation, made be­
fore {hangers, threw him into confu. 
fion; he bluChed, turned pale, fluttered, 
and received the cakes without any 
marks of pleafure. I aiked him to day 
"if the prefent of Mademoifelle de 
" Chartres had not been agreeable to 
u him~" He anfwered mein the nega­
" tivel and with tears in hIS eyes. " You 
" fee then," (aid. I, "that our greateft 
11. fatisfadion does not confift in rocelV-

" ing 
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" ing fuc~ things as we moO: love, but 
"in the approbation and eO:eem of 
" others; and in future you will, I tru{l:, 
"feel how much better it is to be 
" thought obliging and generolls, than 
" to eat by yourCelf all your pears and 
U Cweetmeats." 

22 April I782~ 

A FEW days fince I had a long con­
verfation with the princes. What I faid 
to them was nearly as follows. "I have 
" hitherto employed myfelf in examin­
" ing and fiudying your minds: now 
" that I know them, I Ulall begll1 your 
"education, the object of which is to 
U render you virtuous and amiable, that 
"you may be ~appy and beloved. 
" You may be fure of my a.ttachment. 
rc Had you been placed in the hands of 
" a governor, he would have been pa.id 
H for inftruClmg you : .I defplfe money, 
If and have refufed to accept any kind 

B 5 " of 
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., of falary or recotnpenfe. A govemot 
" l!1ight have afpircd to honours, fuch 
.. as the blue ribbon, to which I can 
,. have no pretenfion. Lafl:ly, a gover­
" nor would not have taken the pains 
" to inftruct you himfelf; all the cares­
Ie of your education would have de­
C( volved upon a fub-governor. I have 
cr no fub-governor';', I {ball dtfchargc 
cc myfelf an its functions, and you will 
"owe your education to me alone 
u You ought therefore to regard me 
" not only as your friend, but as your 
" benefactrefs; for I {hall beftew upon 
" YOll what is of more value than birth 
" and foTtune, which you owe to acci­
" dent: I {ball give you reafon, virtue,. 
" agreeable and ufeful knowledge. The 
" happinefs which I promife you here. 
"after, you may begin to enjoy at 
., prc:fent: be obedient and fincere .. 

• M. Lclm1n lnld then only the title of R.eader ; 
it ... COOle yearl after that the title 01 Sub-gonmor 
-.. coaf~1J upen him. 

CC and 
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~ and yo-a will always find me indul­
" gent; be attentive a.nd induftrious, 
., and your ftudies will be pleafing to 
., you, and befide I {hall give you fame 

tc charming rewards." As I raid this 
the children threw themfelves upon my 
neck, telling me that I w;s very good, 
and that they had never received any 
rewards. (( There however I promife­
cc you; but I muft tell YOll at the fame 
H time that there will be punilhments. 
H If you hehave well, I will reward you; 
ct if ill, I WIll puni(h you." They ex­
olaimed that this was juR. "I- know 
" that you have not been accuftomed, 
"to do penance, but neither have re­
"wards been beitowed upon you. I 
ft will imitate the conduct of God to­
U wards his children, who puniChes the 
., wicked and rewards the good." Tpe 
prilJces very GordiaUy :Ufented to' this 
agreement, aoo I told them tl1at their • 
firft recQmpenfe {hollld be a charming 

B 6 toy, 
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tOYJ a little wooden temple, wh:ch might 
be taken to pieces, and which they might 
pull down and build up again for their 
diverGon as often as they plea[ed. This 
recompenfe will begin their courfe of 
archiretture, which will be the more in­
firuClive anQ ufeful. as it will occupy no 
part of the time confecrated to ftudy, 
Glnd as it will have the air of amufe­
ment. 

I fuall here fpeak of the perfons con­
cerned in their education. The Abbe 
Guyot, who owed his place to my re­
commendation, I did not at that time 
know. In future I will never recommend 
a perfon upon the report of another. 
With a very moderate l1nderftanding 
and fuperficial information, he has the 
misfortune to think ~imfelf poffeffed of 
fuperior penetration, and the moft accu­
rate knowledge of the world. So far 
from t-nis however he has no more pene­
nation than an itlfant, and'is perfeCtly 

ignorant 
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ignorant ?f manners and mankind. He 
is pedantic ;f. and capricious, with a cold 
heart, a narrow mind, and a barren 
imuination. He has high pretenfions,. 
with llend'!r merit, little franknefs, and 
nothing amiable. I believe him to have 
probity, that he is incapable of a dif­
honeA: action, that he potfetfes prudence 
and decency, that he is punClual and 
circumfpect. He entertains for me the 
ftrongeft averfion: thefe are hJS reafons. 
The foeieey of M. Bonnard was agree. 
able to him. M. Bonnard, attentive 
folely to his pleafure, never troubled 
himfelf about the princes, and every 
thing devolved upon the Abbe, who 
loved to dictate and domineer. Befide, 
the fummers had been fpent at Saint 
Cloud, a few mile. only from Paris, 
where he received and entertained his 
friends: now we are to refide at Saint 

* In the Journal of M. Lebrun, which contains 
many notes of the Abbe's writi~g, the reader will be 
able to judge of his pedantry. 

Leu, 
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Leu, a; difi:an'Ce of no lefs!1 than five 
leagues from the capital, where he will 
fee nobody, and where he will be obliged 
to obferve a plan of education marked 
out by a woman: all this is lefs llattet:­
ing and agreeable. The princes al(o~ 

who do not under!l:and a word of Latin:t 
had been accl1ftomed to devote twO' 

hours and a half to this ftudy; whet'eas 
it is now to occupy but" three quarters of 
an hour. Such ate my wrong;, which I 
fuppofe are not to be pardoned. I pars 
to the other perfonages. 

M. Lebrun, who has juft been ap .. 
pointed by me to his office, is a man or 
lonefty, cold and ptecife, full of g{}od' 
fenfe, and dlpable of executing witn' 
judgment fuch thihgs as are prefcribedl 

tu him. He has read- but little, but he' 
has a'tolerable knowledge of the Englifh 
J'tngua~) andl ill' a very gootl rl1athem~"· 
udan. 

M.· Prieur, nrft valet de chambl-e, 1 
found already in the fetvice of [he 

pnncell ; 
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princes; he had poffeffed all the con­
fidence of M. Bonnard, and it was he in 
reality who had been fub-governor. The 
princes haTe derived from him the moa 
corrupt pronunciation, and by hi~ little. 
miftaken cares he had rendered them 

• 
abfurdly delicate. To him alfo is it to-
be afcribed, that, when they were firft 
committed to my care, they were fo 
timid and inanimate, that they could 
neither run nor jump, that they could 
neither endure the wind, nor the cdJ.d, 
nor the rain, nor uhe fun, that they! 
could not prick a finger, or make a. 
!alfe ftep without burfting into tean. 
They are ftill far fcom being hardy anti 
alert; but they endea-vour at leaft to­
t:onquer their weaknefs; t'hey begin t& 

run and jump, and .he Duke de Mont. 
penfier can defcend a ftaircafe without 
l101ding by the hand of M. Prieur,. 
which is no inconftdorable point gained. 
M. Prieur thinl:s I'ne greatly inferior to 
the chevalier Bonnard, who in the COlin .. 

try ufed to let him fit at table with him 
and 
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and the Abbe. He was hctard to call 
him every day a dear creature; but he 
has none of thefe honied words for me. 
His office io; limply rhat of firft valet de 
chambre; but that his feelings might not 
be too much hurt, I have afligned to him 
the care ofuearing the princes repeat what 
is given them to learn by heart""'. 

6 May 1782. 

S J NeE the 6th of March I have read 
with my pupils the continuation of Bof. 
fuet's Univerfal Hifrory, and an accurate 
and detailed life of Henry the Fourth of 
France, in four volumes, by Buri. I 
point out to the cluldren fuch faults of 
ftyle and bad expreffions as {hike me. 
This Hiftory of Henry has made a con· 

• ... This complaifance was very much mifplaced, 
M. Prieur having a corrupt pronunciation, whil1li. 
had a conuderable elf'ea. on that of the Duke de 
Montpenfier. I have been charged with exercifing a 
.ery defpotic authoritY; and I now can only cenfure 
myCcIf fOT having {hewn a number of little aa.s of 
colldcf<;CJWOD ww<;h I ought Pot to have ntewn. 

uderabJe 
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fiderable ill1preffion both on the heart 
lilnd the head of the Duke de Valois, to 
which I have contrIbuted as much as 
poffible by my reflections. I faw wHh 
pleafure that the chUd wal> prOt)d \0 

think that the blood of the great Henry 
flowed in his veins. The pa~ticulars of 
IllS death drew torrents of tears from hIS 

eyes. A few days after, he alk.ed me 
for a portrait of this prince, and I gave 
both to him and his brother a feal on 
which the head of Henry was engraved. 
The Duke de Valois kiifed the head. 
cc I am delighted," faid I to him, " tQ 

" fee in YOLl this fentiment. Think ofi:en 
H ()f this great man, whofe memory will 
" ever be dear to Frenchmen, becaufe 
" he was generolIs and good, and whofe 
" love of truth merited a friend like 
"Sully. Henry t11& Fourch had his 
" weakneffes; but I have proved [0 you, 
" as we read his hiftory, that they are to 
" be attributed [olely to the defects of 
"his education and the. pernicious ex­
" amples which he received in his ea.rly 

Ct youth. 
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" youth. You, who are t defcended 
" from him, you, who will hav-e a better 
"education than his could have been, 
" will, I hope, poifefs all his virtues and 

" his greatnefs oHoul, without any of hi~ 
"weakneffes. Belide a king has one 
" Cure way of obtaining O~Jl' indulgence 

" for his weakneifes; he has only to' 

"make his [ubjeCts happy: but a 
ct prince who is never to reign, does not 
c< experience the f<lme lenit}, Thus, 
" as you will not be a king, if you !bould 
t"c acquire all the virtues of Henry thf" 
" Fourth, and fhould have at the fame 
c( time his defects, YOll will not obtain a 
If fourth pan of his glory; and there de· 
" fech will dilhortour and degrade you, 
" as you cannot expiate them by effecting 
cc the happinefs of the nation." 

From the momt!nt that M, Lebru!l 
entered upon his office, I ordered Rim 
to write a minute journal of every thing 
which the princes fhould fay and do 
wnen I was not' pre[ent. The artic1e of 
thF daYa accurately made, is regularly 

brought 
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brought to n\e; and the princes, feeing 
me read every evening a detailed ac­
count of their behaviour,. have the con­
tinual fear of this Journal before their 
eyes, which produces aftoniihing effects. 

Saint Le., 8 MQy f 78 z. 

\V E arrived this day at Saint Leu. 
The ,Duke de Valois is ordered to take 
affes milk. Thot.lgh he has apparent 
ftrel1gth, his health is very far from 
being good, which I attribute to the 
bad regimen of his early education, to the 
frequent ufe of dainties, of rich paftry, of 
a profufion of cream with his coffee, an&. 
the total want of exercife. His brother. 
naturany mOre delicate, has an alarming 

.degree of weakners~ though they are 
both {hanger and llave better health. 
than when they were firft: committed to 
my care. I obferved alro that theil" 
~partment in the Pal'a.is Royal, being o~ 
a leV'el with. the graund, might be damp 
and unwholefome i the pl'rytician, M~ 

Michel. 
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Michel, was of the f.lme opinion; and it 
is refolved that they thaU have next 
winter a different apartmem, and not 
on the ground floor.-I have had a 
pully fixed in their chamber, that they 
might draw weights proportioned to their 
ftrength, an exercife that is very falutary, 
and from which Mademoifelle de Char­
tres and Pamela den ve the mofr a{lomlh­
ing benefit. They have aIC"? a little 
garden appropriated to themfelves, in 
which there is an artificial well, that they 
might exercife themfelves in drawing 
water: their buckets have a double 
bottom for the purpofe of adding pieces 
of lead in proportion as their ftrength 
{hall increafe. They have all the nc­
ceLfary tools, and the garden will be 
cultivated by themfelves under the in­
{pection of the gardener. The gardener 
attends them likewife in their morning 
promenade, to teach tbem the names of 
the different trees and lhrubs. Thus 

'Yill they learn agriculture during th~ir._ 
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walks and Itcreations, and no time will 
be loft upon it. They have already one 
of their palaces of architecture, and they 
know by heart aImoft all the terms of 
[his fcience. 

. . . . . 
. . . 

I AM very much diffatisfied with Prieur. 
The princes are faultlefs while they are 
with me, becauCe they both fear and love 
me j but when they are out of my fight 
their behaviour is very different. On 
thefe occafions Prieur is continually fay­
ing to them, I jhall tell your friend. Then 
follow prayers and entreaties on their 
pan, which are always concluded with 
a. promife that he wi1l be filent. Two 
inconveniences refult from this; the firft 
that Prieur lofes all influence and weight 
with them, as they know that he has en­
gaged to tell me every thing they fay 

and 



At. JouNI.l of'itlucalio1t 

and do; and fecondly th'.t the princ~ 
themfelves are thus habituated to diffi­
mulation, fince on their parts they have 
equally promifed to conceal nothing 
from me. I am difgufied with this con­
duCt, and if I cannol perfuade Prieur to 

.aher it, I will put a ftop to it by dif­
miffing him. In the talk. I have under. 

taken, the difficulty is not to educate the 
children, but to guide and direct: the 
fubordinate perfons who are necetrary 
..inftruments in the execution of our plan. 

20 May 178 •• 

I HAVE eom.menced with the princes 
a courfe of natural hiftory" We read the 
Vittionary of Bomare, in a fyftemacica1 
order, by means of a Key which I nave 
JJlade to it, omitting fuch a.nicles a1 arc 
Dot adapted to their age, or which d¢­
cency win Dot permit me to read. My 
!(laughter and. fow: or fi'Vc other pcrfoas 
-.ctend tbej:· rqdings, which lad foe as 

hour 
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hour and a quarter, and with which the 
princes are infinitely delighted. • • • 

27 AlIgr:JI 178z• 

THE princes have the a!liftance of tbe 
only IllAfier I am able to procure them 
here, a joiner. They have all the jm­
plements of his tlade, and the occupatioll 
is highly amuiing to them. ThIs, with 
their wooden palaces) and lhuttlecock, 
.conftitute their recreations in wet weather. 

Among other things, I have compored 
for the princes a compendlllm of nwral 
and religious inftruchon, confifiing of 
{even pages~ which is read to them three 
times a week 

The princes are mpch lees UIU\lly, are 
more polite, and have particula.rly m.or~ 
feeling than was apparent forne 1!lGllthe 

tince. I may fay with confidence that 
they have an.infinitely ficon&er fenfe of 
tb.e affeCtion they owe to the Duke 

and 
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and Duchefs de Chartres. Th"ey have 1011 
the chief defects of their pronunciation, 
and their vulgar and abfurd manner of 
{peaking. They did not underfiand a 
word of Eng1J(h; they can now [peak 
it with tolerable facility, and they 
read pro(e charmingly, They could 
neither run nor walk; at prefent they are 
not deficient in aCtivity for their age, 
and they walk very well. The Duke 
de Valois was afraid of every thing; he 
is now difciphned in hardinefs, and a 
dog has no terrors. He was extremely ad­
diCl:ed to lying*-, and it is filll r.eceffary 
to keep a watch over him in this refpeCt; 
but he is almoft entirely cured of the 
vice. He is £till too talkative, when at 

* This vice was mere1r the efl"eet of the filly prattle 
in which he had been indulged, for it was only in his 
goffipings that he pra8:ifed it, and never to excul. 
pate himfelf from any accufatwn; in fuch cafea he 
alway, confdfed his faults with a andour and frank. 
nefs that were a ftriking feature in his character. 

2. his 
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his cafe, 'eut he is much lefs (0 than he 
was. He has acquired during his recre;­
ations a perfea knowledge of the three 
orders of architecture, and a. thoufand 
other little things, as the terms of herald­

ry for example, and he has fome idea of 
the different handicrafr trade~. He has 
more than a (mattering of natural hifrOl y, 
a fe-ienee of which he IS particularly 
fond. He has made an afrOOlfhing pro­

gre(s in drawing, as wellas in every tbing 

elfe that has been t.lllgh~ him, and has 
derived fingular arlvantage from our 
1 eadings. 10 {bOI t, it is impoffible, I 
believe, for any child to make a greater 
genelal proficiency in thefpace of a fingle 
year. In the wlllter I accompanied him 

once a fortnight to the theatre. On our 

letum, I accuflomed him to write aoa]y­

fes of the performan~es he had feen, leav­
ing a marginal {pate for my obfervations. 
We alfo read the plays of Camplfrron ~ 
the prince, as we proceed, makes in hiS . 
own apartment an analyus of each play 

VOL. 11. C fro!Il 
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from memory, which is regula~y brought 

to me; and I then write my obfervations 
in the margin, and explain them to him. 
In proporuon as his copy books are fil­
led, 1 lay (hem by in regular claffes. . . . .. . . . . .. 

. . . . . . . . . 
1 GJ\ VE to the princes, the day before 

yefkrday, a new moral dlfquifition which 
1 had com pofed for them ~. •• 

" . . . . . . . . 

Edlltation Df Mtldnnoifelll de Chart,.,s-. 

MADEMOISELLE de Chartres was 
on]y twelve months old when {he was 
confided to my care: the is now five 

.. She was ftilJ called by this name. though her 
61lcr, MademoifeUc 4' Orleans, wu dead. 

years 
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years and\ a half. She walks and runs 

with furprifing agility, and.a prolllenade 
of fix. miles does not tire. her. .She is 
mild, traCtable, obedient, fenfible, and 

fincere. Her fpirits are uniformly cheer­
ful, and her application is aftonilhing. 
She has nothing of obftinacy. or fullen­
ne[s, and exhibits every l?romife of a 
ftrong difcernment and a rich under­
fianding. A native of England of the 
fame age could not fpeak the language 
of that country with greater facility, or 
unrlerftand it better. She reads French 
currently on every kind of {ubject, and 
mufic perfectly when written in the G 
cliff. She knows fome prayers in Eng­
lilli, a litrle of the Catechifm, and a few 
{hort tales. She begins [0 explain her 
biftorical tapeftry i~ a very pretty man­
ner, as well as ber fire-fereen of thc hit:. 
tory of France. • • • • . • • • 

Cz IN 
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,. .. . 
• 

IN {hort, the whole expenee of Made .. 

moifellc d'Orleans has not exceeded, for 

the paft year, tbe fum of 3055 Iivres, 9 
fo.ls", bya.n account, \\hich I have in 
my potfeffion, kept and drawn IIp by 
Mademoi1elle Nonnon. The expences 

of the precediO'g years have been in the 
fame proportion. A private perfon in 
good clrcumftances is fcarcely at lefs ex­
pence in a convent, and certatnly Ma. 

demOlfelle de Cl\artres is as well dretfed 
as it is poffible to be a.t her age. To in· 
troduce this economy, I was obhged, 
\lpon 1l1y arrival at Belle Chatfe, to in­
form myfelf of the prices paid by Madame 
de Rocbambault tot~ d1tferent tradeftuell 
atld work people~ aU of which I reduced 

by at leaR: one hatf. For exampie .. for 

making 
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making the robes of Mademoifelle de 
Chartres, at that time twenty months old, 

they paid fifteen francs: a woman of the 
moll: fplendld appealance does not pay 
for the making her robe mOfe than twelve 

francs. 1 reduced tillS pnce from fif­
teen francs to five livres, and -the charge 

for thIS article has never iince exceeded. 
the average at which I fixed it. I ac­

knowledge Indeed that there are a thou­
[and rea[oos why a pnncefs, grown to 
woman's dtate, lhonld pay lugher than 
another; but I can fee none why ale 
£hould pay dearer in a perIod of in­
fancy. 

I return to the accounts of M.ldemoi­
[elle N onooo. They afford fufficieot proof 

of her hoodl:y, but they have neither the 
order norperfyicuity that might be deiired, 
nor are fufficiently pervaded with a [pi­
rit of economy. I have not yet been 

able to bring her to deliver in her ac­
count on the firll: day of elch "lOnth ; a 

C 3 thoufand 
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thoufand fi ivo]ouspretexts and unmeaning 

excufec; perpetually fuggef\: themfel ves. 

The unhappy incidents that have occur­
red In the courfe of the Iaft year of her 

life, have very excufably deprIved her 

of the perfett command of her under­

ftandmg for a period of more than eight 

rnomhs. She alfo depends upon the 
particular indulgence I entertain for her 

in confideration of her fervic~s, her af­
fection for the children of the Duke and 

Duchers de Chartres, and her l'nweaned 

efforts for their benefit. Haherto indeed 

I have yielded to tillS confideration, and 
nothing but the gratitude to which fhe 

is entitled from Madame and Monfeig­

neur could have given me thlee yeal's 
patience with heras to this and fome other 

omiffions: at length I have told her fairly 
that I expeCted the fame obedience from 
her as from the reft. I determined to terrify 

her, and fhe has faithfully promifed tCJ 

adopt the method 1 had fo often vainly 
prefcribed, 
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prefcribed. This method is to deliver 
in her accounts on the firf\: of every 
month, wIth the receipts of all the trades 

people, the payment of whom is entruft­
ed to her. If 10 thefe accounts there be 
any ufelefg expences, I illaU comment 
upon them in the margin, ·and forbid 

theIr being repeated; I thall then fign 
this acwlInt, whIch !hall be carried to 
the treafurer to be paid, and the whole 
makzng a hrbe volume, like the coUec­
tion of the houfe-keeper's account~, [he 

accounts {hall be feparately fig,ned by 
the treafurer, and the book depofited In 

my hands. I have alfo forbidden Made­
mOlfelle Nonnon to buy any roy or play­
thing WIthout my dtrechons. By thefe 
means the expenee wIll be confiderably 
reduced; thongh, fueh as it is, it might 
pars for well-regulated, if we formed our 
judgment by comparifon. 

. . . 
I AC-
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3 'March 17 11 3' 

. . . 
I ACCOMPANIED the princesa few 

days [wee to the houfe of a poor paralytic 
woman of the name of Bufca, but who is 
ClUed in tne nelghboUlhood where Ibe 
Iodides, oppofitc S. Jacque., du ham pas, 
tbe holy woman. The pnnces wept at 

fight of her ddhefs; and havIng heard 

the recital of her misfortunes, they gave 

her each a lOUiS, and promifed her twelve 

francs a month dUrIng her lite. On 
coming away they voluntanly aiked me 

(0 accompany them to the houCe of this 
poor woman once a year. 

. . . . 
28 May 1783 

Education of the Count de Beaujollois. 

As the Count de Beaujollois is but three 

years 
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years of age, I have conceived that it 
would not be practicable to place him 
with his brothers. He is, I Olm told, 
fiubbQrn and unlnanageable, and al~ays 
crYlOg, f)r beating a drum. This would 
be a perpetual {ource of diftraction to 

them, and the more fa, as -their a1"-rt­
ments, both here and at Paris, confifl: 
only of a bed-chamber and an adjoining 
100m. I have thoug.ht it neceffary there­
fore to form a fepara~e arrangement for 
his education 

This arrangement occafions confidera-;. 
ble mortification to the two elder prin~es!; 
but I affect not to notice it, and proceed 
as if nothing was the matter. 

14 June 1783. 

THE Count de Beaujollois arrived this 

moroiQg: he i$ handfomc and i0od-qa­
tured. 1 have given L'O the Abbe Ma-

C 5 nouni, 
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riotini, a copy of a piper of inftructions 
relative to this child; the original, in my 
own hand-writing, I have preferved. • . ,. .,... . . . . 

.... . 
JJ :Jtz/y 1783. 

WE continue our little abridgment of 
naturalhiftory, which we read for twen­
ty minutes every evening: we devote aI­
fo three quarters of an hOllr to the alldy­
of botany, from forne fcelli plants with 
which we are fupplied by an excellent 
botanift in the neighbourhood: we be., 
.gan to-day. This courfe will be com­
pIeced in about a month or five weeks, as 
the prihces have been taught by me al .. 
nady aU the terms of this fciencc. • 
. , . . . . . 

1I,.1ul, 17!~ 

T HE Count de BeaujoUoisis headftrong 

~d. capIici.>u5; but he difplays afronilh-
. ing 
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ing ruarKs of underftanding. He is 
cheerful, fond, and has' a thoufand 
graces. • • • • . . . 

9 Splmzkr 1783' 

I HAVE this fummer been moreditratif­
tied than ever with the Abbetiuyot. His 
petulance, his caprice, and his perfonal 
enmity to me have been fa app\rent as 
to attraCl: the notice of everyone. He 
makes himfclf ridiculous in the houfe. 1 
do not moft affllredly in any way contri. 
bute to it by my behaviour: r never 
(peak. of him, I treat him with unalte-ra .. 
ble politenefs, and am careful not to let 
him perceive that 1 am confcio" of his 
frequent rudenefs to me, and how much 
he is governed by {pleen. In other reo 
fpeas, he attends invariably to the La. 
tin leffons, and obferves with exaetnefs 
all my injunctions relative to the princes. 
As to M. Lebrun, he appears to know 
at leaft, if Aot to feel the injuftice of his 

C 6 conduCk 
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,onduct towards me'" He bas done 
every thing in his power to make me for~ 
get a proceeding which nothing I think 
can juftify. I am upon perfectly good 
terms with him; but he may perceive, 
though I have no rancour, that I have 
the remembrance of his wrongs. My 
mother tells me that he has fpoken to her 
upon the fubject, that he ,vept and dif· 
ccwere4 great fenfibIlity. All this, as 
jet, makes no impreffion on me. I am far 
from being vindictive, I abhor malice; 
I believe however that [here are wrongs 

• Gratitude and frieud1hip ought to have attached 

M. Leh,run to me by inviolable ties. He had 

been fecretary to M. de Sillery; I obtained him a 
PIace ortlive thoufand livres in the Palais Royal; 
and afterwards, conceiving that I fhould polf-::fs in 
him a true friend, I affociated him in the education 
of the prince.. His place ill the Palai& R.oyal, wlUdl 
he refigucd, I procu~d for one of his brothers who 
li¥cd In Provence, ~d whQ h0k4 iUg this day. Not. 
w:ithflanding all there fen'ices, M. Lebrun became 

mycncmy. 

which 
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1\'l11eh we o\lght not to forget, and which 
we cannot forget without weaknefs. This 
want of firmnefs I have a thoufand times 
fallen into in my youth; reflection has 
taught me the danger and even abfurdity 
of It. A perfon may reform his charaaer, 
but he feidom or ever totally <!hanges it. I 
am eel tain that I lhall never have a true 
confidence in M. Lebrun, though it is 
poffible that he may one day regain my 
friendlhip. * 

. . 
WE' began to-day a little courfe of ell­

graved gems, from an immenfe collection 
of cafts 10 fulphur, brought from Italy 
by the Duke de Chanres for the ufe of 
the Duke de V a.l~is. This collection 

* He not only r~gained my friendlhip, but my UIl­

hounded confidence, whieh he haa finee obliged ~e 
a fec:ollod time to withdBlI', aDd that lor ew:r. 

complete 
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complete coft fifty lonis: it is accompa-* 
nied with a very minute explanation in 
Italian, which we tranllate to the prince! 
inco French, myfelf one day, and M. 
Laurent the next. 

I have this day given a new difquifi-
II 

tion to be read to the princes, confifting 
of three pages d£ my writing • ". • • . . . . . . . . . 

I have been in the habit of dining re­
gularly at Belle Chatfe with Mademoi. 
felle de Chartres at one o'clock, an hour 
which is not at all convenienr to me. 

But as Mademoifelle de Chartres com­
pleted her fixth year the :2.2d of taft Au .. 
guft, it is time to introduce her into 
company. She repeats to me every day 
fome little moral tales in verfe. To-day 
fhc took her firA: lefi'on in drawing: fhe 
form~d an eye very fuccefsful1y. To­
morrow 1he will take her firft 1etfoo in 
writing. • . . . . . . . . 
• • • • , . . . . . 

THE 
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THE Count de Beaujollois is the moft 
charming child in the world. At fo early 
an age I have nev~r met with an inftance 
of fo fhong a dehre to ob]jge. He is 
mild, fenfible, an~ fprigbtly. He ha, 
not the fmal1eft tilhidity, a feeling ,ch. 
I fualJ be careful to preferve in him. 
His temper is delightful, and there is a 
grace in his deportment that is truly 
ori~inal. • • • • • • • • • 

. . . . . . . . .. . . . 
SIN CE the day before yefterday the 

Duke de Valois has been indifpofed bY' 
a fever which has interrupted ollr Ielrons. 
Me Sa.itfert f~ys tbat great care muft be 

taken 
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taken to cool his blood. The high liv­
ing, as crifp almonds, paftry, coffee with 
cream, in which he was indulged in his 
infancy, and the want Qf exercife till he 
was put into my hands, have very much 
injured his confiitution. 

z J)ecemh,r 1783. 

M. &AIFFER T has informed me that 
the liver of the Duke de ValoIs IS aff"eC1 .. 
ed, that continual exercife is neceifary, 
anq thilt ~lofe a'pphca~lOn will be preju­
dicial to hIm. I hav~ therefore contrived 
that he ihould walk up and down my 

dlamber during the whole time that he 
takes his ldfons with me. This muft 
unavoidably be injtlrious to his educa­
tion, and is the more to be lamented as 
he has an excellent memory, and the 
moil: promifing talents.With good health, 

'he 
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he would have been a. prodigy at the age 

of fifteen .j; • 

. . . 
MademoiJelle. 

SHE is perfect in reading; {.he begins 
to write; (he draws eyes and other fea­

tures of the human face. She knows her 

catechifm in Englifh. She can repeat 

three or four French and two EnghLh 
tales, in verfe. I have gjven her her 

fuft leff'ons In Flench and Roman hif­

tory, and In mythology. Mademoift:lle is 
lefs timid, and uniformly mild and am­
duous ; but 1 perceIve in her a {hong in­

dination to violate truth, and invent little 

idle ftories. She has learned this folely 

from, Mademoifelle Nonnon, who, with 

* I fucceeded at lall: in perfectly eftablilhing hi. 
health. But the attention it required was a con­

fiderable impediment to his ftudies during the nrlt 
four Ylars of his educakon. 

a thou-



42. Journal of Education 

a thoufand valuable qualities, is firangely 

adJicted to falfehood, which is a [ouree 

of very great regret to me., as I am. fin­

gul,:uly fond of Nonnon. I cannot con­

ceive how, with fo many virtues, It IS 

poffible to poffels fo mean a vice. But 

the hab.t" is rooteJ III her. If I per­

ceive that it contmues to influence tbe 

mind of Mademoifelle, I /haH think my­
fcd{ obliged to take a fiep that will be 
painful to me beyond expreffion • 

• 

8 J."t ,,84-

THE princes continue to culri vate their 
gardens, and they take every day an 

Englilh walk *. 
A few days ago I. gave them their firll: 

leifons in Itahan, as they now underftand 

., A walk. with fuch ped'Ql\S onlT u fpoke­
Enghfh, an4 durin I whl1:h they were not allowed. 
to COD.l'e~ ill any Qthcr langu.age. 

EngliLA 
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Englilh well enough co begin this Ian. 

guage. At prefent nobody infiruCts 
lhem but myfe1f. When we have cleared 
the way a lutle, I {hall confign them to 

the Abbe Mariotini; but I am defirou5 

of faving chern the redioufnefs of the firft 

rudiments, as I conceive thatI have a. 
happy method for that purpo[e. 

• 
The Duke de Valois, by the exprefs 

order of Monfeignenr, has begun to ride 

on horft:back, and already rides tolerably 

\vell. The other da y he rode four leagues, 

and was not at all fatiglled in the even­
ing. His age IS ten years and a half; 
and the Duke de Chartres, his father, 

did not begin to nde till the age of thir­
teen: his fon will, at that age, be a com­
plete hor[eman ... 

* M. de Beaujolloi., at the fame. age, rode laft: 
year twentr leagues on horfeback in ODe day without 
bt'ing fatigued. But I had had the care of hi, in­

fancy from the time of his bei~ three years old. 

THE 
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2 July q84. 

THE Duke de Chartres has introduced 
the mof\: economical reforms in his ex­
penditure, with a VIew to liquidate his 
debts. He has only referved for himfelf 

a hundred thoufand fr.: nes -; and J'e 

gives a hundred to his C!lllJ ren, and a. 

hundred and fifty to the Duehefs de 
Chartres. 

Since my return fruUl S..l.iuc Leu I 
have ri[en every morning at nine o'clock 

at latefr, Mademoifel1e requiring now 

my mafr affiduaus care, particularly as I 
find that Nonnan is continually giving 
her [weetmeats, cream~ and other dain­

ties, in defiance of my expre[s prohibi­

tion. Mademoifelle is by this means 

grown exceedingly thin. I have lately 

accnf\:omed myftlf to pafs half the day 

with her; but as this is not fllfficiellt, I 

will 
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win in future never permit her to be out 
of my fight. As {.Oon as {he awakes 

I fend to her Aimee, llpon whom I 
have the molt perfect dependance, and 

Pamela, who give her her breakfaft~ 

which, by order of the phyficians, is rye­

bread and milk withQtJt fugar. 

To prevent any improper indulgence 
on the part of Mademoifelle Nonnon, 

Aimee and Pamela {hy with her till my 
hour of awaking, and (he then comes 

into my chamber and !tudies till eleven, 

when (he goes out every day to walk with 
Pamela and Aimee. Afterwards £be re .. 

turns to my apartment till dinner: we 

then dine together, and after dinner {he 

and Ptlmela walk again. In- the after­
noon {he comes to me arxl takes her 

• 
leffon of Enghfh, and I give her myfelf 

her afternoon's refrdhment. The time 
of her brother's leffons the fpends witti 
Aimee and Pamela in my .dofet; at half 

4- after 



46 journal oJ EJu&iUiDfJ 

after eight we fup together, and I then 

fee her to bed. • • • • • 

18 DtttlJllltr J 7 84. 

THIS day the ears of Mademoifelle 
were bored, when the not only avoided 

crying dot, bm did not even make the 

leafr wry face, which at het: age is a proof 

Df courage. •••••••• 

. . . . .. 
THE Count de BeallJollois gives hopes 

of an underftanding equal to the fweet­
nefs of bis difpoficion. He is more obe­

dient, more attentive to his little leffons, 
an~ reafon and friendfhip have already 
the greatefl: power over him. 

Mademoifelle llas made confiderable 
proficiency. She has learned by heart 

this year a hundred verfes, and an abridg­
ment of the hiftory of France. She reads, 

explains 
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!explains and [peaks Englilh admirably. 
She has acquired a general idea of geo. 
graphy. Her improvement in drawing 
is apparent. Her character is precifely 
what one could wilh : fenfible, grateful, 
generous, mild, equal, perfevering; {he 

• 
has not the lhadow of a fault; I have 
never feen an inftance in her of peevifh. 
ne[s or impatience; {he is incapable of 
the flighten: impulfe of envy or jealoufy; 
and at the fame time is alive to emula:. 
tion. To all Lhis I may add the mmbfl: 
cheerfulnefs and vivacity, though I have 
never feen a child fo little volatile and 
llnfteady. She has gained prodlgioufly 
in every fpecies of knowledge within tbe 
paft year. Every Sunday, for the laft 
eight months, the has .,gone with me to 
mafs; lhe knows her catechifm perfeCtly; 
and at Eafter {he {hall go to confeiflon. . . . . . . . . . . . . 

TO 
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18 J~1lIIt'y 178,. 

To attach the children to the Duchefs 
de Chartres, I have propored their din­
ing with her every Monday, which {he 
approves. She comes fot Mademoifelte, 

• f' • • 

and brInge; her back wIth the pnnces at 

a quarter before four. I <hall attend in 
future their dancing lelWn .. : my reafon 
is that they are not yet able to dance a 
country-dance. They {hall alCo draw 
JW more on Sunda}'S in their own apart­
ments; but they £hall be brought to me, 
and I will fuperintend them. • • • • 

I May 1785. 

THE children h~ve begun to ftudy 
Medicine; the mode of IJlfhucl:Ion being 
that of {hewing tfiem drugs ti~eted with 
a !hart account of thell vlftues, &c. 

For a fortnight paft I have taKen the 
princes about three inornings in the week 
to fee fame manufactories and cabinets. 

I wlite 
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I write but li~tle in this book, having 

()ther Journals·, in which I give an ac­

C;Ollnt of every thing we fee that is worthy 

of notice. I accuftom the Duke de Valois 

to write fimilar accounts, and befide this 

he compofes occafionally upon fome fub· 

ject which I propofe to him. I rhall col­

lect his compofitions at the end of every 

year, and form them into a yolumefwitb 

my remarks. 

SainI Ltu, zS May 1785. 

THE princes have begun a cOUife of 

chemlftry, which they ftudy three times 

a week. They went through the fame 

* I have two Journals of this nature written 

with my own hand, llnd which confift of two large 
,"olumcs, one containillg a dHcription of the monu· 
m~nts, cabinets, and paintings that \\c have feen 

at Paris; the other an account of all the manufa.:­

torits of the kmgdom, and whi\.h we examined at 
Pans and during' our travels. 

VOL. U. D courfe 
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courfe laft year, which I ftudied with 

them *. ., 
The e1dell: prince, in confequence of 

the death of the Duke d' Orleans, has 
taken rhe title of the Duke de Chartres, 
and hereafter I {hall call him by no 
other name . 

.. They hav!" repeated this courfe three tim~, 
.Itd hilve rtad bcfide a courfe of natural philofophy. 

JOUltWAL 
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JOURNAL OF THE EDUCATION 

OF THE PRINCES by M. LelJrun, 

from the 5th" of January I 782 : int(#"­

jpeifed u,;th Notes by Madame de Sitlcry, 

and the Abbe Guyot. 

Preliminary injl,.ufliol1S given me by thl 
Countifs de Genlts, 5 'january 1782.. 

" PRIVATE converfatioll with tIle 
~, Abbe .Guyot; to requeft his friend­
H il1ip, civility, &c. j to beg of him 
"general information with regard to 
" every thing that ooncerns the princes, 
" not forgettmg the cuftorns that have 
" hitherto been followed; and after this 
" converfiuion to write down the principal 
" heads, to aRia my memory. 

D a " You. 
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" You will let the Abbe do the honours 
" of the apartment, and fupply his place 
" in his abfence. 

" You will reprove the princes equal­
" ly before the Abbe Guyot, as in hIS ab­
"fence. That you may be immediately 
" ufeful, it is my defire that you lliould 
" have [he fole inilruction of the princes 
" in mathematics, and that M. F"- ,. .. be 
c( difmilfed : on this point you will re­
U cei ve orders from Monfeigneur. 

" Mr. Rofe, the mufic mailer, mull: alfo 
" be difmiifed. 1 111a11 mention this to 
c' the Abbe; remind me of it *. 

" I willi you to be always in the apart-

* A preceptor, dd\itute of tafte for.the arts and 

ignorant of mufic, had thought proper to give his 

two pupils, plinces of the blood-royal, a mulic and 
finging malter, with whqm they were employed .an 
hour and a half e\ery day. A,nJ a woman, who w .... 

paffionately fond of muflc, and had all her life cul­

tivated this delIghtful art, not without fuccefa, 

deemed this ftudy much too frivolous for men, and 
difmiffed the mufic n:after. 

" mellt" 
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II ment, except at the hours in which 

" the Abbe gives his ldfons. 
" The public account \\ hich the princes 

" have been accufiomed to give of their 
"fins -, [ fupprefs: you will be mindful 

" of this injunaion. 

" As a favour I requeft you to make 
" a Journal at two different periods in 

" the day; the fi~fl: dUring the Abbes 

" leiTons in the afternoon, and the fecond 

" before you go to bed. In this Journal 

" you will write every tIJlng the plinccs 

" fay or do that is at all remarkJ.ble, 
u whether it be good or bad, every thing 

" you fay or do yourfelf refpet'ting them, 

* M. Bonnard and the Abbe Guyot had taken it 
into their heads to make the yotlng princes, the JaLl 

day of every week, confefs·their fins, in the prefence 
of all the perfons concerned IrJ their education. and 

of the principal dome!hcs; and .v the confefiioa of 
.-very fin, thefe tutors gave them a lcthare. It will 

be feen that tile Abbe carefully retaiued hi. tafte 

for firmo"jJi"z. 

" And 
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" and every thing worthy of obfervation 

" that IS [aid by others. The greateft 

" proof of confidence I can gi ve YOll is 

" the charging you with this Journal; 

" it requires all your vera.clty, and all the 

" foundneF" of judgment which I know 
, .. ' you to pofi{:fs. Ina WOl k of this na-

1\ ture, ayle demands no at-enrion; ac-

" curacy and truth are the principal rc­

" qllifites; and above all things be not 

" afrmd of being too mInute: mrnme­
"nefs is necdf..ry "when we fpeak of 

" chJldren of the age of our pupil~. By 
t< wming, at two different penods, your 
" Journal will be the mOle faithful. 

" I Ctynotlllng,toyouat prefent of what 

• I could WIOl you to teach the princes, 
" bel1de Geometry, becaufe it is firft ne­

"ceffary I fhould be 1I1formed what 

u knowledge they have acquired. 

U The fullowing are the principal 

cc things for whkh YOLl are to reprove 

" them: for exaggel'ation and the life of 

" ourree 
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.c outree expreffions, as borri/;le, 4hom;­
" "able, intrediUe j be attentive alfo that 

" they are not guilty of repetitions, and 
"that they do not acq\llire habitual 
.. phrafes. 

" Reprove them for fpeaking too 
" loud, or between their teeth. Correa 

" rhe Duke de Valois of his habit of fay­
" 109. plain yes or no, or of anCwering only 
" with a nod of the head. Do not fuf­
" fer, on their parr, the flighteftdegree of 
" laughter when you reprove them. Let 

" the tone of your reproof be mild, Qut 

" extremely fenolls. 
" Accuftom them to be polite to every 
one, and complalfant to each other. 
" Never o~'erlook, in them, a fmgle 

"proverbia.l expleffion, or mode of . 
"fpeaking that is not pe1fecHy de3l' 
" and tiL11ple j a~ for iriltance when they 
" fay, I ha'UI beat a nuzrcb upon the ~"j 
''. inftead of I have knQcked at it; I 
" Ilaw fMtk ajpIQt.h, for I have drawn 

D 4 " badly, 
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If badly, or my drawing is good for no~ 

" thing; he is pot~bel!ted, for he is dif· 

II proportionably fat. There example!! 

" may fuffict: you wIll be careful not to 

" pafs O\"er any tl1Jng of tlllS kInd. 

" III their recreation~ endeavour to 

" make them Jump, and let them take 

H as much cxerClfe as poffible. AccLlftom 

" them alfo to run, and for that purpofe 

" run with them, gIving them the ad­

" vantage of fome diftance. At table 
tC let them he1p themfelves: l(>t them 

"have knives with blunt points: let 

"them cut rheir own meat: let the 
H eldeft COl his own bread, &c. 

H I entreat you to keep a dog, and to~ 

(C be careful that it 15 always w1th them. 

" You need not fay that it is to accufiom 
" the Duke de Valois, who is afraid of 

IC dogs, to the fight of them, but fimply 
.. that YOll are fond of dogs. Appear 

.' furprifed at ,his timidity; laugh at it, 
" and add, that you are rure a moment's 

" refleCtion 
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" refled:ion will make him blulh at filch 

"weaknefs. As the dog will be always 
" in the room, you may accul.l:om the 
C( Duke to it by degrees, without his 
~( perceiving that your intention is to 

" cure him of his folly; for JOu fuould 
" [eern to take it for granted that, from 
Ie the few words you have faid, he is no 
" longer afraid of a dog. I hereby fur­

H nilh you with means of making him 
" courageous. 

" The princes are to be puniihed for 
" two things only, of which I !hall ::1p­
cc pnfe the Abbe Guyot: for inlentiOlJaJ 
" difobediencc, and a fatfthoQd perftjied i". 
" Thefe faults mnn: never be overlooked. 
" The pUOllhments fhall be, for the of­
" fender to dine without any other corn­
u pany than that df the perron who pu­
" nilhes him. Afcer dinner he {hall take 

"his recreation without 1115 brother; 

Hand fball be placed in a claret, into 
" which no perron (h.iH be fuffered to 
"enter. I prohibit all the books they 

D 5 " read 
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"read at prefent, and order that they 

" may never know where to get them. 
" I {hall tell the Abbe Guyot to give 
" them, tin farther orders, the follow~ 

" ,ing: Abbe Ml11ot's Hdrorical Abridg~ 
U ments; Plays and Dialogues [01 Chil­

" dren, by 'Madame de ]a Fme, in 2 vo­
u lumes; Robinfon emroe; The Moral 
"Playtbing (Les Hochets Morall;':) , or 

" Tales in Verfe, by M. Monget. When 
" they have read this laft book, I willi 

" them to learn two of the rule:; by heart, 

it the Prince and the Menial (Ie Pnnce 
I, & Ie Frat/eur ), and that entitled Theo­
" phJl11s. 

" Twice a day you mull read with 
" them j at one time the Hlfl:.orical 

" Abridgments, at the other, fome one 
" of the works I have juft enumerated; 
., and endeavom to make them refleCt on 
.( whnt they read. 

a 1 requeft you to re:td, for your own 
., improvemenr,Emile ; the E.dUfa,tian of 4 

" Prin,e, hy thl Abpe Dupet,; and Lad. 
" ill 
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U in Engli,/h.- You will iliewthispaptu(f 
.' Monfeigneur; afterward! copy ir, and 
« tecurn me the original· .. 

1 was prefented to tbt: princes by Mon .. 
feJgneur, who lefe me immediately to 
atfume the dllties of my office t. I 

• 
found wit]1 them the Abbe Guyot, with 

whom I had the converfation recom· 
mended to me by my inftrudions. He 
treated me with great civility; but i,t wa$ 
eafy to perceJve how much he was 

chagrined by the changes that had take" 
place, and particularly his regrer at ~v­
ing loft the chevalIer de Bonnard, WOOIll 

he highly exrolled to me. He expreffed 
hIS hopes that we fi10uld live upon gocxJ 
terms with each other; and I prpmifed. 

* Tb~ iQltrutiions I gave tq M. Le~I'IHI, be­
caufe he was to fpend fome days with tbe prill~ ., 
Paris without me. I was at that time at SailJt 
Cloud with MademoifeHe d'Orleans; her brotheR 

were not brought to me till fevenl tlays after. 
t It 16 M. Ldlrun who adW fpeak.., af,," having 
t~ the cOPf w. JIlY in.Qr~J,QII" 

D 6 (In 
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on my part, to d,o every thing in my 
power to efiabliOl a mutual confidence 
and cordiality; without which the taik of 

education we had uooertaken could not 

but prove abortive. 
I requefted of him general information 

relative to every thing that concerned the 

prillces. The Abbe [aid a great deal to 

me upon the [ubject, but in a defultory 
wa}', and wrote a note, in whIch he gave 
Madame de Genlis an account of the 
manner of fpending every 110ur in the 
oay. Believing that this would nearly 

anfwer her intentions, I was not preffing 

to fee the note, as I {hall be informed of 

its contents as foon as is ncceifary, ac­

cording to the plan that Mada11!.e de 
Genlis has laid down. 

During the fonr odive firO: days of my 
being in my office, I faw but little of the 

,Abbe, who had affairs to attend to pre­
vious to his fetting off for Saint Cloud. 
He left me to do the honours of the 
apartment, of which, no QQubr, I lhould 

have 
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have acquitted myfelf aukwardly enough~ 
but fortunately I Caw fcarcdy any body. 

I had no dog, Monfeigneur having 
promiCed, by the time the princes re­

turned to Saint Cloud, to give me one 

that fhould be gentle and familiar: but 
in a walk which they took with me and 
M. de Rochemont, I had an opportunity 
of obferving how much the Duke de Va. 
lois was afraid of this animal, and I ex­
preffed to him myafi:omiliment. I called 
the lirrle dog, and patted it on the head; 
and, though the Duke always kept a little 
on one fide to avoid it, he did not cry 
om, nor did we quicken our pace. I 
bope that he wlll be cured of this fear. 
\Ve took a few turns in the Bois de Bou­
logne: I perceived tj1at [he Duke de 
yal~is :valked WIth his knees bent, fot 
which I reproved him: bHt thIS habit will 
not be eafily correCted; it 'vas contracted 
imperceptibly. by wearing t!le failor's 
drefs, of which M. Veftris had already 
complained. Madame de Genhs has 

.3 'Written 
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written to me upon this fubjecr a letter; 
No. I. which I fuall keep, as well as 
every other that relates to the edu­
cation of the princes. The taylor has 
been dlreCted to remedy, as far as po[~ 
fible, th~ Inconvenience of the failor'5 
drefs. 

On the 15th of January the Countefs 
ordered me to get a pully fixed in th~ 
hall where the princes frudy, for them to 
draw up weights; thiS was executed im~ 
mediately J and a kind of femicircula.t 
barricado ereCted 00 the ground, that 
there might be no danger of the w-eights 
falling on their heads or that of any 
other perfon • 

• • 
-T • , 

AFTER the firf\: reading;after dinner" 
tile two princes were ftandmg engaged 
in converfatiOft with me: the eldeft was 
dcfirol1s of fitting in bis brother's chair, 

which 
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which the latter would not permit: in an 

ill humoured manner he obliged him 

to rife, and fat down himfelf. The Duke 
de ValoIs, without perfiilicg, gave him 
his feat, obferving at the fame time, 
" I am certain M. Lebrun will not be 
"pJeafcd with this." The Duke de 
Montpenfier looked at me: I had laid 
afide the cheelful countenance I wore an 
inftant before; but before I had time to 
open my mouth, he rofe and ran in 
tears to emhrace his brother. This ac­
tion, which was perfeEtly fpontaneous, 
moved me: I embraced him, faying, 

C{ Your Highnefs has committed a fault, 
IC )OU have acknowledged it, and you 

" have as fa.r as poffible m~e repara­
" tion: I hope fuch a .circumftance will 
., never happen "gain." He made no 

reply, but refurr,';li his tranquillity, and 

we conlinue<i our converfation as before. . . ... . 
I cannot avoid 1'(.la1 j"g here a very ex­

traordinary aetion of :v1ademoifelle de 
Chartres. 
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Chartres·, relative to her fifter Made­

moifelle d'Orleans. She was pla}ing at a. 

game of forfeits: it fell to her lot in 
one inftance to decide what {hould be 
done for the recovery of a pledge, when,. 
without being prompted by anyone, 
fhe ordered the perCon to whom it be~ 
longed to pray to God for her iifter d'Or~ 
leans. The impreffion fuch.ln idea, In a 

child four years old, made on aU prefe~J 
may eafily be conceiveu. For myfelf, 
1 know that I 1ball not forger it as long 

as I live. 

• Now Mademoifclle d'Orleans. Her /laery 

who bore that name, died that day: the other only 
knew {he was ill, and no play could divert her mintl 
from the idea~ It is difficult to believe that a clllld 

(Qur years old could fer the fpace of two ye2rs re· 
l,in a lively and profound grief f"r this 10[5 : b\1~ that 

file did fo every olle awut her can witnefs. The 

cilcumftanc.e of the forfeit is mentioned by M. Le­

brun, becaufr I was at that time at Paris I for I no 

Uloncr learned tht'dangerous fituation of a child fo 
dear to me, than I departed from Saint Cloud. that 

I mIght nurfc and take care of her. 

Made-
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Mademoifelle d'Orleans died this day 
r-ctween four and five o'clock. 

tr;,urfday, 7 P"bruary q82. 

AGREEABLY to the orders I received 
yefh~lday evenIng from M<1nfeigneur, 
and from Madame de Genlis, to inform 
the young princes this morning of the 
death of their fifter, I directed M. Prieur 
to tell them of it before their dinner, and 
to prepare them previoufly, by faying 
that ihe was extremely ill. He executed 
the order given him, and the prince~ 

were acquainted WIth her death before 
they were out of bed: the ll1telligence 
affected them; the younger prince wept, 
and the elder was dejected for fome mi­
nutes. They were llefired not to fpeak 
of rim event either to Madame de Gen­
lis or their lifter: this they promifed, and 
have kept their word. 1t even appeared 
that the impreffion did dot remain long. 
as they engaged in play, with fomewhat 

lefs 
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lefs noife, it is true, than ufual, but feeru. 
ingly with all theIr hearts·. 

Frrda:v, 8 February 1782. 

THIS morning, upon entering the 
apartment~f the princes, I faw the elJefl: 

ftroking a dog belonging to one of the 
\Talets de chambre: thus does hi~ fear di. 
mini1h, and I (ruft we fha.ll reconcile him 
to animals of dlis fPC'lCS, however large 
may he their fize. 

Wednifday, 13 Ff~r.ary 1782. 

THE Abbe and I have expreffed our 
obligations to the Countefs for the mea­
fLlres lhehas taken that we may have the 

* Having been hitherto edu-:ated feparately, t~r 

fcarcely knew their fiftcn, all" .:onfequently had La 

love for them. But to the education that has unIted 

them all are they now Indebted for the tendemefl 
they mutually ted fQr each other, a tewieroefs that: 

wilt be the charm of their h "el. 

ufe 
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ufe of the carriage to par fome vifits, 
wlule the pnnces are at Belle Chaffe. 

Wednifday. '7 Febrllsry 1,8J. 

I ACCOMPANIED the Duke de Va­
lois to the apartment of Madame de 

• Genlts, where he f..tid a thing that doe'!! 

hun honour, and "hlCh I cannot avoid 
relating. The Counters read to him an 
extraCt from the Life of the Dllke of Bur­
gundy, who, thotlgn he died at the age 

of nine years and a half, mel ired, by hi~ 
conduct: and the good qualm~ of whIch 

he gave promlfe, the attention of man-' 
kind, and that hIS actions Ihould be re ... 

corded. The young prince was ftrock 

with the picture which this extrad: ex­
hibited, and burfting into tears, he {aid 

~ 

to Madame de Genlis, Nothmg Jet can be 
record8d of me. 

Tlmrjda,. ,8 Pe"""" 11'z. 

A LETTER in the Jou1'1IIlI d~ Paris, 
011 
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on the fubject cf dogs which fome 

people permit to run before their car­
lJages at PMIS, whele It may occafion, 
and no doubt has already occafioned 
accidents, Jed llS to talk of thIS ftrangc 
caprice. which men of [enfe neither can 
DOl' ough<t to allow themfdves. 

Saturday, 9 March I jSz.. 

THE Englilli leff"on was mterrupted 
to-day, in order to go to the apartment 

of the Duke de Chartres·,_ where the 
Duke de Valois entered wilh a dog un­
der his arm. Monfeigneur was gone; but 
on his return he found the two princes 
playing with Captam and Collette. Col­

IeHe had only been given to the princes 
at eight o'clock ill the morning. Mon­

feigneur was highly pleafed, and em­
braced his eldeft fon feveral times t. 

41" Now M. d'Orleans. 
t BCcaIlk: he appeared to be cured of the ftrange 

fear of doga which he had acqu.ircd by meant of ... 
iutpropcr cchlcaaion. 

The 
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• 
The Duke de Valois feemed to derive 
fatisfaction fi-om the rettJrn of his Pai13,', 
favour. In going up £lairs I heard the 
younger prince fay to M. Prieur-pro­
vided my hrother p/.ays Jamtliarly with CIIP-

• lain! He was mortified; bue they came 
down well pleafed. 

Saturday. '3 April 1782. 

DURING the fitting of the Dllke de 
ValOls for IJis pdure, he requefted his 
brother to read to him fome of the Se­
lea Hill:ories, that he might not be 
tired: the younger refufed upon the pre­
tence that he fhould in that cJ[e be tired 
himfelf: the Duke urged hIm to it feve­
ral times witham being able to prevail; 
upon wlllch I faid to the Duke de Valois, 
that I would myfelf read t~ him what he 
ddired, fince hIS brother had not the 
complaifance, whIch one would naturally 
have expeCted from him without fo 

many 
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maAY entreaties. 1 added) that it ap­

peared to me very extraordinary that 
the Du-ke de Montpenfier fhould be 
tired wtth the Select Hlftones, as they 

were by no means caJculared to produce 

fuch an ,effeCt, and that he deferved ifl 
future whenever he iliould a1k. any favour 

to meet in like manner with a refufuJ. 

The child began to cry, or at leaft pre­

tended to do fo: I [aId, that it was cer­

tainly becau[e he fdt hlmfelf in the 

wrong, and 1 read till the ttting of the 

Duke de Valois was at an end. 

When it came to the turn ofthe Duke 
de Montpenfier [0 fit, 1 !hut the book: 

but I f;l.w with extreme plea[ure, that the 

Duke de Valois, of huufelf, and without 

the fmalleft lunt from me, a1k.ed hiIll 
what he would wilh ro have read. The 

child mentionecl the book, and his oro­

ther read. 1 faid to him, with an air of 
fatisfadion, tbat it was by ading ~ he 

had juft done, that we made others r.e-
pent 
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pent their want of civility and complai. 
fance. I continued to moat the Dukb 
de Montpenfier with coldnefs till the 
time of our walk. 

I ought not to forget. that, in conf';' 
quence of my havmg done feveral little 

~ 

things WhICh the Duke de Valois aQr.ed of 
me relative to his play-things, J obferved 
that he afiumea the tone of demanding 
fUlh fervices. I determined to put a 
flop to this, and in the evening I had an 

OppUl tunllY of making him feel that 
this was not the way to fucceed with me. 
He [aid to tne with an air of authority, 
M. Lebrun, you mllil: make me a key to 
m(}frow morning. No, fir, I replied, I 
thall do no [uch thing; and I entreat you 

ro remember that in !his mode of a.fk.ing 
you will never obtain any thing from me, 
or from any perfon dre who is not under 
your commands, and even [LoCe who are 
will feNe you with more zeal, pWltluality 

~ all" 
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and readinefs, If} Oll aik them with po­
Jitenefs and civility. 

Monday, 13 May 178:.. 

DURING the time of recreation, the 
Duke de Valois, who is to perform to-

• 
morrow [he part of Vafco de Gama, 
ftudied the Chore fpeech he is to make to 

the Sam orin of Calicut • 

SU'''[D], .23 june J ,8z • 

• 
ON returning from mars, the Duke4 

de Valois 111erited from the Countefs at 

.. I had contrived to make them act in tlle gar­

dens, during their walks, fome interefting patragea 

taken from De la Hal"}lt's Abridgment of the Hif .. 
tory of Voyages. The parts were performed by 
the~felve8 and the reft of the family. The f(:cllc 
being a large garden in the Euglilh ftyle, a river and 
boats reprefcnted the fed and !hips, arbours, haftity 
conftruacd by the children, the huts of favages ; and 
in this manner wo acted {everal yo rages ; amcmg 

Qthcrs thofe of YaflOt Sne/graw, tie Brill, Sec. 

dinner 



fJj the Prin&eJ.. 75 

dinner the remiffion of three rema.ininl 
days of penance. She had forgotten hiS' 
fituation, and was dividing forne ftraw .. 
berries between the twO princes and Ma­
demoifelle; thotlgh there was company 
at dinner, he faid to his frienel, thac {he 
need only divide them into two portions, 
as he was doing penance. She was pleafed 
with the hondly of the proceeding, and 
pardoned him, praifing him at the fame 
time for what he had jufl: done. 

Friday, 26 Jul.J· ,,8%. 
AFTER the le:lfon, the Countefs having 
related the hiftory of Madame de Sa­
leney's femme de chambre, the Duke 
de Valois was affected by it, and [aid, 
he was forry that pe was not older. 
The Countefs aiked him why: he re~ 

plied, that, if he were his own mafter, he 
would bellow a penfion ou that chari­
table and virtuous girl •• The Counr& 
told him that~ if he were to a1l his papa, 

VOL. II. E the 
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the penfion would perhaps be granted. 
He ran down infiantly, made the re­

queft and obtained It; and the Duke de 

Chartres was Co tOl1ched with this mark 
of benevolence that he mingled his tears 
with thoft of his fon. . The Duke de Va­

lois was extolled for his fenfibility, and 
the praifes he received wIll unql1dbon­
ably produce on his pure and artIef:; 
mind, an lmpreffion that wIll not {oon 
be effaced-

Friday, 23 Aug'!fl 178%. 

IN our morning walk the DLlke de Va­
lois fixed to dIfferent trees in the garden 
labels given him by the gardener without 
telling him to whIch they belonged; he 
miftook in fome infiances, but he fuc-

'lfr This incident I have Telated at length in the 
Tales ofthe Came, without naming the youni pnnce. 
See the Hillory of Marianne Rambour (vol. i. 

p. 137, third edition). The Duke de Valois ob­
tained from his father a penfion of fix hundred 

liVTC"S. 
ceeded 
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eeeded in a great number. Thefe cards 

would be very fervlceable to perfons 

learning the various kinds of trees, if the 

wind or the rain dld not foon deftn?y 
them; they 1110uld be made of tm, and 

the names painted in black! tilIi may 

be practlfed next year. 

Frzday, I I 0801)(r l7b. 

AT half after eleven we·fet off for Belle 
Chaffe, ,witbollt acquainting the princ~1 

with the QbJeEt we had in view, th~t the 
Counters might have the plea[ure ot in­
forming them herfelf, which ilie did on 

tile'mad. The princes thanked her with 

careff'es. We entered the Hotel de 1a 

Force~, and I obferved with pJeafure in 
the young princes an air of ferioufocfs a.Dd 
fen6..bility which proved the goodllcfs .of 
their heatts. We vihted the q:l~ pf 
fifteen prifqqer~, w hom we fet at lipeny j 
.and the princes) before· they were rc-

* A fort of Bridewell. T. 
E z leafed, 
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leafed, gave them a louis each, for the 
fuppon of their families. We were all 

affected by the refpectful manner in 

which thefe poor unhappy beings were 
regarded by the princes. 

We had fet down the Counters at 

Belle Chaife, and on our return to the 
Palais Royal, the converfation turned ., 
bpon the aaion that had juft paffed, 
which afforded me an oppottllnity of in­
troducing a reflectIon upon a flight In­
france of haftinefs of temper difplayed 
yefl:erday evening by the Duke de Va­
lois. I faid to him: " Your Highnefs 
cc has juft done a good. aCtion, and made 

" a number of beings happy. They 
cc were ftrangers to you: with how much 

" greater reafon may thofe about you ex­
" pea: you to contribute to their happi­

'. nees by the gendenefs and civility of 
cr your language and deportment? If you 
ce {uffer yourfelf to be hally, remember 

Ie that, though the Duke of Burgundy 
cr was 
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" waS" equally [0, he became the moil 
cc gentle and affable child in the world." 
The prince {bed a few tealli; we em­
braced, and no more was [aid. 

Tuifday, 29 Otlo/;(r 1782. 

I TOLD the Dllke de Valois, that he 
might read in Don ~lixo[{e. This oc­
cafioned a flIght degree of altercation be­
tween the two brothers. The younger 
was in the wrong: I deGred the Duke 
de Valois to proceed, and let his brother 
pout by himfe1f 10 the Petite Alai/on"'. He 
remained there, began to cry, and, after 
half a quarter of an hour, his btother 
went to him and returned to tell me, 
that he (the Duke de Montpenfier) was 
extremely forry, and very much wiilied 
I would lay afide t1:e air of feverity I 
lIad a1fumed. I reprefented to him tho 

.. A £mall cloret with glar. window6 which they 

had in their chamber, and whick they called by thi. 

E 3 impro-
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impropriety of the ill humour he COntI­

nually dlfplayed on tht" leaft contradlc~ 
Han: he embraced the Duke de Valois, 

who was charmt>d to fee harmony re-efla­
l:llfhed. 

Fnda)'. I No'Vtmher 1,82. 

A T ten o'clock, when the Abbe was 

aoout to· explaIn the Catechifm, and 

\ft1ile I was gone to my own 'lpartment, 
a trifling dlfpute arofe refpecting a. frone 

to be placed In the temple which the 
princes .were re-bUilding: It was inter­
tupted by their being called to their lef­
(on, and during the lefion the Duke de 
Valois requef\:ed the Abbe's permiffion 
it:) whifper fomething to his brother. He 
was to confers after mafs, and the Abbe 
readily gueffed what he ~anted to fay, 
ami gave him leav-t". He had no. fooner 
(aid a few words in his ear, than the little 

one ardently erpbraced his broth,er, and 
they both burft into tears. The Abbe 

embraced 
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embraced tI1lS opportunity of reminding 
Them of their little quarrels, WhlCh fre­

quently made them lInea[)" and exhorted 
them to be more lndui~(nt and accoll1-
mou::mng to each other ~ they mutually: 
acknowledged theIr fwlr, and we [.1\ .... 

wltil plea[ure the happy eff'e& it pro­

duced. 

Thurjrlay, 23 :January 17~3' 

RETURNING at a qu:uter before 
twelve flOm a promenade with the COllnt 

de Beaujollois and his brother, the po[. 
tillion rode againft a man,about fixty years 

of age, tolerably corpulent, by which he 
was thrown down: fortunately the coach­
man ftopped his horfes in time, and tIte 
man was not hurt. Me was lifted up by 
the footmen, and conducted into a houfe~ 
we remained till we were fure tnat he had 
received no Injury. The two princes 
appeared to feel properly'On the occafiorl. 

E 4 N~tl 
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Note 0./ Madc/me de GmZis • 

• ( T\VEL VE livres fhould have beeR 
" given to the man, if he were a perron 

u whom fuch an offer would not affront ; 

II if he were above rcceiv'ng money, his 

fI addrefs' Ihould have been procured, 

II and cllquiries made the neXt day in 

" the name of the princes refpeCting hi' 
II health: the princes ought O1lfo to have 

" quitted their cart iage, and O1ou4). have 
.. ( gone themfdves into the ho\.lfe, to fee 
'e in.what lUte the man wai,'· 

---
lV,JnrjJIIJ' 13 Milrch 1783' 

AT a quarter after fix we examined the 
engra.vings given hy the Duke de Pen­
tbievre, and read an account of the lives 
of the great Conde, of the Regent, the 
Dauphin, and Louis XV. When we 
-bad finiibed our reading, the Duke de 

'Valois, pointing to the Dictionary of 1I-

l\.lftrious 
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lufirious Men, [aid that he would Co ad: 
as to have a place in that book. We 
applauded his virtuous defire. • 

"rue/day, 13 May 1,8,. 
A LETTER was brought me from a 

woman, complaining that lhe had been 
thrown down by the carriage of the 
prmces this morning, and that lhe was 
confined to her bed by the bruifes {he had 
received. We knew nothing of the ac­
cident, as the coachman did not flop; 
and I have reprimanded the footmen for 
not informing us of it at the time, that 

affiftance might have been given. In 
anfwer to the woman's letter, I fent word 
that fome perf on fhould call on her ac­
cording to the addre'ts {he had indicated. 
M. de Saint Martin not being at home 
when the letter was brought, we have r~ .. 
quefted him to vifit her early to-morrow 
morning; and on hIS rcturh, M. Prieur 

E 5 will 
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wiU carry her fuch al1iftance and compen­

fation as may be foundjuft. 

Note of Madame de Genlis. 

"IT is inconceivable how a woman 

"could be thrown down without any 

" one perceiving it. The fervants lbonld 

" have the moft pofitive orders to {tor 

" the infl:ant an accident happens, though 

H it were lefs confiderablethan the prefent. 

Ie This is the fecond in one year j and 

H nothing of the kind has happened to 

cc me in the [pace of eighteen YMrs. The 

"/ervants muft certainly be in fault. It 
., \\ ilJ be neceifarytofpeak to them lharp­

" ly upon this fubjett, and, I repeat ie, to 

" inlift upon their ftopping on the flight­

" eft accIdent, and gIve aliiftance even 

" though they are Llot the caure of it. I 
H made them do this the other day, when 

" we met with a carnage overturned, and 

'" 'the Duke de Valois (ent to offer his fer-

'~c vices. They muft be perfeCl:ly accuf­

" tomed to fuch proceedings." 
2 ~tt 
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SUn40Y, 18 ,May 1783. 

Not~ of Madame de Genlu. 

elM . LEBRUN will inform the Duke 

" de Valois, that when he (M. Lebrun) 
• 

(C or the Abbe lhall have pardoned any 

" fault, I fhall never inflIct a puniOlment, 
" and that I {hall not hefitate to pardon 
" even a fJult committed to mc, If M. 

" Lebrun or the Abbe defire It. TllWi 

" the pnnce!> ought to feel that, as I 
" frequently repeat ro them, they have 

" as much intereft in giving fatisfactior. 
" to tpe Abbe and M. Lebrun, as to 

" my[elf, becau[e we have all an equal 

" alltbOlity over them." 

'1u1day, 17 June- J 783' 

THE princes on their returnhomerefted 

themfelves tIll ei~~t o'c!ock, when I con-
1"tted them to me Counters. 

E 9 Nat, 
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Nate of Madame de Genlis. 

"I DO not like thefe reftings j they 
" muO:. not be accuftomed to regard total 
U idlenefs as neceffary repofe: befide they 
" ought not to be fatigued with an hour's 

"walk. "They fhould never remain,7 
U even for fix minutes, without doing 
~'fomething. They might have employ­
ee ed this quarter of an hour in playing 
IC at chefs, or at herakiry, or repeating 
"terll!s of architeCture, or laftly in 
,c reading. In a word, there fuould never 
" be two minutes, nor even one of idlc-
"nefs." • . . 

"I 

Sunday, 7 Bpttm~(r 178l~ 

Note '/ Mlliame de Gentis. 

HAVE told the Duke de Valois 
" that I would defire M. Lebrun in fu-
4( tUre to doubl~ the puni(hment, whea­
" ever the fiighteft murmur (hall efcape 

3 " the 
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U the Duke as to any penance infliCted 
" by M. Lebrun." 

Thur/Jay, 9 OSoler 178l_ 

Note of Madame de Genii". 

"1 · HAVE affured the Duke de Valois 
t" that he fl1all be puniilied if he do n6lt 
rc get the better of his filly timidity. I am 
ct very much d.fpleafed with the manner 

cc in which he received the Duchefs de 
"Bourbon. 'Vhen we fee an allnt afrer 
" a long abfence, we ought to lhcw the 

"livelieft demonftrations of joy: the 
~, princes have endeavoured to-day to 
" repair their fault, but not fllfficlently. 
I( If between this and Sunday they do-
U Me again fee the Duchefs de Bour­
" bon and Princefs ae LambaIle, either 
" here or at their own houfes~ and do 
" not teftify a becoming joy by a frank 
" and cheerful air, faying civil things, 

" anfwering them with' a good grace~ 
" &e. 
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.~, &c. I wiil not take them to the play 

" on Sunday. M. Lebrun will be [{) 

" good as to read to them this article." 

7l1ejdoy, 30 Dcetnzher 1783' 

lfote of Madame dt GenZzs. 

cc ON new year's day the princes 

" wIll pay vifits to the Countefs de Pont 

:.flit and Madame DefrOls, befide thofe to 

~, the princes: if MadJ.me Defrois be 
" not at Paris, they will write to her*." 

MondaJ', 2 Aug'fll 1784. 

WHILE I WlS dreffing in the even­
ing, a meffage was rent me from the 

Countefs, defiring me not to take the 
princes into the u2per part of the gar-

.... It may be feen from thls Journal, as well a. 
ft"om my own) how ar~cnlly I ddircd that they 
fhould entertam proper fentiment8 t~ward8 thofe 

whom they were: bound to love. 
den. 
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den, as there were precipices there. J 
could have wifhed this had been fald to 
me privately, and not before t1)e valets 
de chambre, or the prmces, who may 
fuppofe [hat I am Inattentive to fum 
dangers when I take them o~t, whIch IS 

c'llculated to dimmiili the L"Onfidence 
they ought to place in me. ~ I have al­
ready obferved in feveral inftances, that, 
when I have defired them to do a thing, 

they have heutated, and have aiked me 
if their friend had directed it. The 
Countefs muft be fenuble of what Im­

portance it is they (bould be perfuaded 
that I do nothing but in concert wlth her; 
and I thcrefore beg of her, at all times, 

* Thefe pl"tcipiaes were very deep holes which had 

been lately made: I knew nothing of the circum­

fiance till the evening ; a~d as the children rofe be­
fore me, I was defir-ou8 of acquainting M. Lebrun 

with it before I went to bed, certainly not imagin­
ing that fo fimple a caution could be <'onllrue4 into 

an offence. But fuch are ~e things which thefe 

(CIltkmen ftyk ",y illlret1'/t1u1ll of them. 

feemingly 
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feemingly to approve of what I do, even 
though (he (hould feel differently! on 
her mentioning it to me in private, I 
would correCt my conduCt, and act other­
wife. 

Notl! of Madame de Gm/if. 
f 

(( THIS is an infiance of fufcepribiIity 
f. that I could not have fufpeaed. As 
u precipices level with the [urface of 
" the ground are not feen at the diftance 
" of ten fteps, I had no reaCon to fup­
•• pore that, by informing M. Lebrun 
c( of them, it was poffible to diminiCb 
C( the rerpett whICh the princes ought 
ct to feel for him. As they are not in­
" fants, whom it is neceffary always to 
" lead by the hand~ they might run on 
" before hIm, and the caution was as 
I( fimple as it WclS ufefu!. Since the mo. 
,. ment dlat the princes were entrufted 

" to met I have never neglefud a fingle 
" opportunity of increafing their COM­

" dence in M. "Lebrun) and of fhewing 
" him, 
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'( him, before the princes and other 
"perfons, all the refpett he merits, 
H both on his own account, and froIU 
"the nature of his fituacion. 1If This 
U punctihou" reprolch therefore, on dlC 

" pal t of M. Lebrun, friendlhip might 
U take offence at, and It IS clrtainly a 

"violation of juflice. If the princes 

" have an appearance of doubt and he­
"fitation when M. Lebrun tells them 
u any thing, it is new to me, and I 

" have done nothing that can at a.ll hav~ 
" occ:afioned it." 

• • • 
An attempt has been made at 

Saint Leu, to give the princes fome 
norion of the fphere; but it was foon 

found that fuch abftraa: fcience was 
premature: they were eager, therefore, 
to return to the earth, and will nor again 

mount the 1k.ies till their minds are fuffi. 

* As may be feen from this lournal, and from mr 
private oue. 

cicntl, 
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ciently formed to follow, without diffi­

culty, the real or apparent motions of 
thofe enormolls bocles which revolve ll1 

the imment1ty of fpace in :t manner tll.lt 

the dlVerfity of thell mal vdlous revolu­
tIons i" not lefs frnktng than their regu­

Llrity. • 

Note of Madame de Ge1t;'ii. 

uR ESPECTING whatever relates 
" to the education of the princes, Ire. 
" queft that M. Lebrun will in no cafe 
,e give me a verbal account. It is one 
I< of my reafans for infhtuting this Jour. 

IC nal, which will be a faithful record of 
rc the manner in which we have mu­
" tually conduCted ourfelves, and will, 
" I hope, do honour to us both." 

.. This paragraph was not wlitten by M. Lebrun, 
whore ftyIe, as the reader muft have obferved, hal 
nothing of this ftrange affectation: it IS a poetical 
flIght of the Abbe Guyot, who has enriched the 
Journal with various'fragmcnt~ in the fame {hain. 

Nott 
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Note of Madame de GenIi,;. 

"THE plivation of lIte ddfert is a 
"mode of punlfhment whIch 1 have 
" hitherto approved and advl[ed; It was 
H natural therefore that the Abbe f110uld 
"employ it on the pre[ent :lccafion. 
" But 1 have reflected that the Duke de 
" Valois being in bis twelfth year, fuch 

"puni£hments, calculated to prolong 

"his infancy, and which might now 
"debafe hi~ mind, ought no longer to 
" be continued. Prohibiting hun from 
" going to a play, depnving him of an 
" agreeable party, and treating him with 
U diftance and gravity, are puni£bmenu 
~, more fuitable to him at prefent. We 
" muft alfo begin to let him have a little 
(c more liberty in things that are not 

" inconvehient, and dlfpenfe altogether 
"with his al'ldng Ieav-e, tither of the 

U Abbe, of M. Lebrun, or of me, re­
u [peebng a thouGmd tr,fles; as for m-

" france, 
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" fiance, iflre wi/hed to lend a book, or 

" any thing elfe of this kind (which h. 

" did not immediately want hirnfelf], (0 

cr a proper perron, he thould have the 
" power of doing it without aiking per­
u miffion; and he need only fay, that 

" he has.. lent [ueh a thing for a cenain 
'~time. Hereafcer alfo, when he has 

" behaved fo as to give fatisfaEtion, he 

"iliould be permitted to choofe the 
" place of promenade, with the confent 

"however of his brother, and ohferv. 

" jog [he nece{fary precautions rerped:. 

cc ing the horres. He will himfelf give 
H orders to the footmen and coachman, 
" as to thefe airings, when he gets into 
" the carriage. It is to be underftood, that 
," he mnfi not be allowed to be deficient 
" in complaifance to his brother, or [0 

" appofe a.ny reprefc:ntations which may 
" be made relative to the horres. For 

" the future, hiS valets de chambre fuall 
" every evening take his orders in per. 

U fon, 
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"fon~ and aik him if he has any 
"commiffioni for the next morning, 
"enquines concerning any perfon's 
" health, cards, billets, &c. If he fay 
" no, when he ought to have given fame 
Cf metfage, the gentlemen will in that 
" cafe rebuke him, and make Him fenfi­
C{ bie of his inattention. I beg that this 
"rule may be accurately obferved. 
" The gentlemen will inform him of it, 
c, adding that the change is adopted, 
" becaufe he is in die twelfch year of his 
" age, and that we have all three det-er­
" mined upon it by common confent i 
U but that, if his conduCt {hall be [uch as 
" to deferve the forfeiture of this diftinc­
"tion, he {hall once agam be treated 
., like an infant-." 

This 

* I dare aflinn that there is nothing in there 
idea. but what is reafonable, th"ugh thefe 
gentlemen were elltremely mortified at them. They 
faw in them the lofo oj t!xir authority; and I wa. 
obliglld on this fubjeB: to encounter complaints, 

dlfconteat 
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This multiplicity of minute circum­
fiances, incefi~ntly repeated, of which ic 

is impoffible f0r thofe who have not prac­
tifed th~m to have an idea-1., requires 

extreme, patience: but It is the effential 

characteri£bc of zeal, and Juftlce amho­
rifes me to confefs, thac I am greatly 

encouraged by the example of the di­
reCtor of the educatlOnt, hy that of M. 
Lebrun, and, above all, by the happy 

difpofitions of the princes, by their in­

comparable dOCIlIty> and, laftly~ by their 
uniform and perfevenng emulatIon, qua­

lities which, affording certain hopes of 
fuccefs, gIve the co-operators in their 

di[content and remonfl:ranc~s, withol,t end, of which 
I fu<111 quote only a part; for If I were to relate every 

thing of this fort, I ihcmld weary the reader almoft 

d8 lJluch as 1 was wearied myfc:lf • 

.. This ne>te aUo IS written by. the Abl?e Guyot, 

who here alludes to his teaching the Latin lap­

guage. 
t A compliment for me. 

infl:ruction 
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in(lruEtion to enjoy beforehand the moO: 
pleafing I ecom pen fe with which they call 

pofiibly be gratified. 

Mot/day, 10 January 1785. 

Note of Madame de Genlis. 

IC I SHALL here' reply to a GUlli ar­

" tlele III the Journal, w 11lch I had not 
II wne to anfwer when I read ir. It re­

" lates tu the Itberty I have given the 
" Duke de ValOIs. I have been fur­

" pnfed at the apologies made by M. 
" Lebrun on tins fubyct, who, ar1long 
" other tlungs, fays: q:'he prmces m;ght 

" have c1Jured you that tt has never been 

" our dejire to thwart them. I have m 
" no cafe, either in \onverfation, or in 
" wntwg J fuppofed that either M. Le­
" brun or the Abbe wiilicrl to thwart 
" the prInces: had I entertained fuch an 
" idea, I filould have tolp thefe gentle­
" men fo in exprefs terms, with whom 

If no 
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ct no interef\: could induce me to act in 
'" an indireCt mar.ner: the journal is ~ 

u teftimony of what I have faid on this 

"fubjecc. As the idea appeared to me 

" a (TOOO one, I read the article to the 
I::> 

" Duke and Duchefs de Chartres, to 
U whom it did not fuggdl: the mof\: d,f­
u rant imagination that my delign was to 

" counteract any oppofition in thefe gen­
., demen, who had never been mentioned 

" by me, but that I might praife their 

"zeal and punctuality. Monfei~neur 

"and Madame conceived inftantly, 
., which was natural enough, that my 

(f intention was to draw the D.Jke de 
"Valois out of a {tate of infancy; to 
cc infpire him gradually with greater man­
" linefs of characrer; to accuftom him 
(C to think for hlm(elf, and to behave 

" towards his attendants with gentlenefs, 
" or with firmnefs, when firmnefs !hall 

" be neceffary; to afford him opportu .. 
"nities of p:attifing that decorum and 

" attention 
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cc attention to others, which might lead 
4' them to feel the more obliged to him, 
.cc as knowing that the letters he wrote, 

" the enquiries he made, and every in­
ee france of clvility and pohtenefs on his 

" part, were perfeCtly voluntary. Mon­
.~ feignel1r and Madame conceived alfo 

" the change to be defirab1e, as it fLir­
" niibed the means of inflicting on the 
" Duke de Valoih pllnilhments fuitable 
" to his age, and likely to make a deeper 
,. impreffion, becaufe when his governor~ 

" !hall be diifa.tisfied with his conduCl-, 

" they may deprive him of this libelty, 
~, and again treat him lIke a child; that 

" moreover it would be an object of 
H emulation for his brother (for I have 

" only granted this trifting degree of Ii­
" berry to the eldeH), who will think that, 

" by behaVIng well, he alfo {hall obtain 
., the 'privilege of being treated as a 
'I young mart; that the place of prome." 
u nade being left to the d~cifion of the 

VOL. II. F " Dllke 
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"Duke de Valois would afford daily 
~' occafions of exerclling his complaifance 

" to his brother, which muft neceffarily 
" induce his brother to be complaifant in 

"return. In fine, the Duke and Duehefs 

"de Chartres highly approved of the 
Ie alteration, and wanted no explanation 

" to enable them to comprehend all the 
ct advantages that might be derIved from 

"It. J will add, without ceremony, 

" that if M. Lebrun had taken the trou­
U ble to read what I have written, free 

"from the prepoffeffion he conftantly 
cc feels, that I feek to find fault, and to 

" controul indireB:ly upon every occa~ 
U fian, this long commentary would have 
" been unneceifary. I have neither ca. 
" price, nor prejudice, nor ill humour, 
" of which this Joi4rnal is a proof. I will 
" never fufer an opportunity to efcape 
" of doing juftice to the gentlemen in. 

"" queftiol1. I will ever embrace, as I 

U have hitherto done, all pofiible occa-

" fions 
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" lions of obliging them, and of procur­
(C ing them all thofe little conveniences 
U that may render their firuations plea­
c, fant) and to which they have not the 

" claim of right. If I imagine that I 
f( perceive jn their conduCt) as tutors, 
cr any thmg I cannot approve~ I will 
« mention it to them with becoming de­
" licacy, and with all the franknefs which 
"my office and the nature of the b\lfi­
"nefs 1hall demand; and I ardently 
H defire that they will in future fee in 
" what I write nathing more than tho 
cc words exprefs:' 

1I'eJnifda" 12 januv, J7SS. 

Note of Mad4me de Genlis. 

C4 I KNOW not why it {bould appear 
" to M. Lebrun that I am not fatif­
u 6ed. Is it becaufe I afk to fee the 
(I cook's journal? It is my dut)' to do 
" fo, as Monfcigneur has ~ven me the 

F z C( fuperin-
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'" fuperintendance c.[ the expenditure • 
• , Is it becaufe I compare its expence 
cr with ours? This is the only way in 
c, which I can form a judgment of it. 
" Is it becaufe I have told M. Lebrun 
" that I would give him fame inftruc­
" tions upon that head? It was what he 
U himfeif defired, as he was by no 
cc means, he fald, competent to the bu­

e, finefs. Thus, fuppofing the expence 

It not to have been well managed, which 
" I already perceive to be the cafe, M. 
C' Lebrun has nothing difagreeable to 

cc apprehend; no blame can fall upon 

" him, his zeal is unquefl:ionable, and it is 
t~ nQt my charaCter to blame unjufl:1y." 

HOliday, 17 J4nuar, J7'5. 
M/e of Mildame de Genlis • 

• , IF ~ freq~etl.tly fpeak of eCOI)omy • 
• , it is c;ertain]y no mCHe than I h,ave a 

.ct right to do; for ,five years and a 

" half have ~ fet the example. 1 am 
" well aware that low a.nd narrow minds 
. " may 
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"may fay, thal;1 is beneath the dignzry 
" oj a prince to eftabhlh fuch economy 

"in his hou[e: but thofe who thin k 
" jufily, know that economy is a very 
"eftimable virtue, when it is not our 

" own money of which we are, fpanng ; 
" and that without economy it is Impof. 
" fible to be noble and beneficent. A~ 

" long as the princes are under my care, 

" there £hall neither be diforJer, dlffipa. 
rr tion, nor tnc\gnificence in their hou[e ; 

" and it is only by the obfervance of tins 
" rule that I (hall be enabled to make 

" them do, or to do ill their name, good 

" actions; that I can gi ve them the 
c, power of liberating prifoners, of affin­
e. ing a poor paralytic woman ... , and .l 

" number of other unfortllnate belOg~. 
H It is thus only 1 can enable them to 

" give len louis for a box at the theatre, 
(( though they have one of their own, 
f( when an author permits his play t~ be 

• Mad~~ Bilka. 
F3 " aCted 
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tc aCted for the benefic of the poor-, 

" and that I can in their name admini­

" fier fuccour to their tick fervants, as I 
II dId laft autumn in the cafe of Bernierc, 

"1'J(ad'.m01[elle's footman, to whom 
CI r.dlllg,on horfeback was prefcnbeu for 
'f till fPKf' of three months. l\1ademoi. 
" lelle paId the hire of a Lorre dUring 
" the whole tune; (he a1[0 gave 1\, emy 
" louis to poor Darnal, that he may have 
II the fatisfacrion of dying in thr:: arms of 
" his father and mother, who Jive at the 
"c!J!hnce of two hundled leagues. 

H There are aCtIons that I could willi 

" them to be able to pelform, though I 
" would at the faille time fpare nothing 
" that could at all contribute to their 

" mftruEtion: bllt, how are they to per­
" frmn them without the conftant and 

"ftnct obfervance of economy? It is 

" reqnitite that we {hew ourfelves worthy 
., of the confidence with. which we are 

CC honoured 
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"honoured by the Duke de Chal. 
"[res, by rendering his children 

" good, amiable and virtuous, by culti· 

" vating in them agr('~able talents, and 
" extenfive and folid knowledge. Such 

"lhould be our aim, and the (;f)nfianr 
• 

H object of our united cares j but with. 

" out economy tl1lS cannot poffibly be 
" attalIlcd." 

'ThurJdaJ, 20 Jmmnry J;85' 

Nolt of Madame de Genlzs. 

c.c I DO not in the leaft recollect having 

" told rhe Duke de Montpenfier, that 

cc he might purchafe thll1gs without ark· 

" ing leave; but I remember, on the 
" contrary, to have told him that, as he 
" had not behaved properly to M. Le· 
I( brun, llC Ihould not have that perm if­
" fion, and thac one of the principal 
" things which would lead me to conti­
I, del him as having quitted a. fiate of 

F 4- " infancy 
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C.' infancy would be his gentlenefs, do~ 
., cility, and rerpett towards the Abbe 
Hand M. Lebrun, and the proofs he 
co fhould give then of fnendihip and 
H gratitude for thelf carcs. I requef\: 
U M. Lebrun to read to him this ar­
c, ticIe.''' 

AS to priferves~, or what I have 
called Co, they were merely baked pears 
and apples dreffed in fteam and with a 
little fugar. I confidered them as rather 

economical than otherwife, and fuppofed 
I was giving the princes a. very wholefome 
fort of regale. 

* I had forbidden the giying to the princes pre­
luves, and many other things of a fimila.r nature; 

and having ohferved in the Journal that they had 
eaten prefervcs. I had cxprclfcd my difapprobation, 
which gnc occafioo to thie reply from M. Lebrun. 

3 N~tt 



(JJtbe PrinelS. 10J 

Noll of Madame tie Gm/is. 
" IF what M. Lebrun calls prejervll 

If were not priferves, my remark was un­
"doubtedly uCelefs i but that was a 
" circumftance I could not divine. I 
Cf have farther to add, that if the balced 
"pears he mentions were reall, baked 
H peara, and that tim is not alfo a. name 
"given at hazard, it is the molt un­
u wholefome food, and the mof\: difficult 

" of digeflion, that a perC on of any age 
cc can poffibly take. 

" As to the a/1IIojJ total feparalian be­
eI tween the gentlemen and me, I (hall 
" anCwer that reproach alfo, and have 
., d<:me with the fubject altogether. 
" \Vhen I took charge of the education 
" of the princes, I was fenfible of what 
rr advantage it would be to me to po1f~(s 
" the friendthip of the perfons who were 
" to affift in it. Certain that I lhould 
" never be able [0 overcome the difcon.­
"tent of M. Bonnard, .who 'loft fix 
" months of the preceding' year 10 enter-

F .) " tainin~ 
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H taining his friends at Saint Cloud, in­

" viting them to dinner every day, ahd 

" leaving all the duties of his office to M. 
" Prieur, as is proved by a paper in my 
.~ poifeffion, written by the Abbe Guyot, 

" giving an account of the manner in 
If whicli the princes employed their 

" time, where the name of M. Prieur 

u continually occurs, M. Bonnard's not 
$, once-Certain, I fay, that it would be 

" impoffible to furmoum the high pre­
u tentons, ridiculous envy and pricie of 
U M. Bonnard, I wifued h1m to re­

CI fign, though he was defirons of re­

., taining his place. 1 figntfit.c1 to him 

~'my willi, and, to induce hi, compli­
" ance, I aifured him that he Ihould be 
II frill more amply rewarded than M. de 

., Foncemag,ne bad been, though the 
" latter had completed his talk of educa­
"tlOg. In faCt, M. de FoncemJ.gne had 

" an apartment, and an annllJry for life 
c. of fifteen ltundred livres, and was fa-

" ,isfied ; 
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,e risfied j the recompenfe of M. Bon¥ 
It nard, betide his apartment, the furni ... 
" Cure of which I chofe myfelf from the 
" garde meuhle of the Duke de Chartres, 

" was the crofs of Saint Louis, a colo­
" nel's commiffion, tbe fortune of his 
,. wife infured, and a penftoD o.five hun­
" dred livres; and yet be retired in rage, 
" my irreconcileable enemyo\«. As to tbe 

" AbW 

* Such was my condua to the late M. Bonnatd : 
there are inconteftable faeh, and the Abb~ Guyot, 
who read this Journal, and frequently wrote in it, 
never denied a Cyllableoftlaem, becaufe it Wl8imp'* 

tibie. M. Bonnard was betide indebted to me: for 

his introdutlion at the Palaia Royal. M. de Bub 
fpoJre of him to me in terms of the wanneft iT/end· 
'hip, and requefted me to {olicit the place of Cub­

governor to the princes ~ I ~id fo, with t"Cadmef. 
and zeal, and I fucc:eeded •• Thul M. Bonnard oftci 

to me Iw military promotion, hi. marriage, and hi. 
fortune; for be obtained not rung flut by addrefiing 
himfelf dinaty to me, and by my folicitationi alone. 
The only reproach he could ever make me, wa. the 

coliftntiBg to take upon myfdf the charge of the 
F 6 cbilJrc:. 
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U Abbe Guyot, I thought that the benefits 

II I had heaped on his friend would at leaA: 

" give him a good opinion of my difpofi­

u tion. I perceived in him a confiderable 
" {hare 

children, which friendlhip was defirouB of entrulling 

to me. The appointment of a go-)crnor was what 

he expelled, and he raw the period ap~roach without 
Wteafinefs; but he could not bear the Idea of being 
~dcr the dlrettlOn of a woman: he forgot thatthis 
';O'man had given proofs of fome talellts for educa­
tion (the Theatre of Education, and Adela and 
Theodore were: alre:ady publilhed), dod if! fine, that 
this woman was his benefatl:refs aDd his fmnJ. I of­
fa:e:d to contiuue him in hia place; in the mean time 
1 did not conceal from him that we fhoulel lead a . . 
very auftere life, and that the plan I fhould lay down 
muA be followed with the moft fcrupulous e:xatl:nefs. 
1 afi"urcd him that, if he refigned, he fhould be treated 
better than he could have hoped, had he even cum­
pleted the talk of education with the moft brilliant 
fuccefll. He refigned; I prevailed on M. D'Or­
leans to do for him what 1 have ftated above, and M. 
Bannard would from that moment neYet' fet his foot 
withtn my doors. Since his death however, hie fa­
mily have had rccollr{c to me in behalf of the two 

~i1c1re. be left i and ~. d'Orlcans bas granted 
them. 
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" lhare of ill humour,no juftideaofeduca­
" don, no know ledge of the children; but I 

them, in confcquence of my urgent folicitations, a 

pention of fix hundred lines. In /hart, after M. 
Bonnari', rdignation, I had the: happinefs to ren­
der fomefervices to one of his rdatioR'" the one too 
whom he moft loved, M. de Broval, ... hofe .,irtues 
and talents have a juft claim to efteem. Notwlth­
ftanding M. de Broval', tender fucnd/hlp fur M. 
Bannard, he will pardon, I trull, thefe complamts, 
founded upon imMputable fatts, with the truth of 
which he is perfeCtly acquamted. In confirmation 
of them I have all the ktttrs of M. de Buff"on: that 
great Jll¥I, o1t"ended at M. Bonnard's ingratitudr, 
i\rongly reproached him for hiS conduCt, and refufed 
ever after to fcc him. Meanwhile M. Carat (Co 
ellimable both for his princlpleq and hiS talents) hat 
afferted, in a eulogium on the cbaraaer of M. Bon­
nard, that I had done him the great:ft ItytljiiCt. How 
can tlus diftinguilhro writer ju/My to himfclf {ucb 
an attack on a perf on whom he does not know? 
When we aceufe in thi&' poJitlve manner without 
certam evidence, do we not hazard the being 
chargeable with calumny? This que/hon I {ubmit 
to M. Garat himfelf. My efteem for his charaCter 
pe\fuadci me that he will be forry fur what he baa 
donc. 

" imagined 
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" imagined that by civility and kindnefs I 
cc fhoulli acquire his friendfhip, and this 
", point gained, I faw no other ddliculty, 
"efpecially as I then believed myfelf 
" certain of finding in the perf on who 
ft was to fucceed 1\1. Bonnard, a firm 

" and tnlf. friend; and I had every rea· 
" fon to flatter myfelf with this hope. 

C( During the whole of the fitft journey 

" to Saint Cloud, I was [olely occupied 

"with the care of ingratiating my­
II felf with the Abbe: after fupper I 
" ftaid in the faloon till midnight, talk­
" ing or rather hftening to him, wilh a 
c, fincere defile of pleafing and render­
er ing my company agreea.ble to him; 
Ir my mother alfo Invited him to her 
Ie apartment in the afternoon, to tell him 

" how ardently I wjlhed for his friend­
"{hip. When I left Saint Cloud I told 
" both the Abbe and M. Lebrun, that, 
" though J admitted none but my own fa­
rc mily to dine with me at Belle Chaffe, I 
" excepted. tbem, whom I wiilied hence-

IC forth 
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If forth to confider as forming a part of 
" it, and I hoped that they would favour 
" us with their company in turns, as it 
" would not be neceff'ary every day for 
"them both to dme With the pnnces'*'. 
" Meanwhile on their arrival at Paris 
" neither of them came to Belle Chaff'c, 
" except to conduct the princes thither. 
" I had requefted M. Lebrun, when he 
" had occafion to write to me, to lay 
"afide ceremony, which ill accorded 
" with the friendfhip I willied to fee efta­
" hlilhed between us; and on a fudden, 
" without explanation, without quarrel, 
"without the l1ighteft (aufe, he again 
" affumed the air and tone of the coldeft 
C' referve, and in his letters to me ob­
" ferved all the old formality and punc­
(, ttlio which I ha? prevailed on him to 
"avoid. Sull I was not difheartcned; 
cc we fet off for Saint Leu" and I pur{uc 

.. The princes at that tilllC' continued to d.ne ia 
their apartment at the Palais Royal, and were not 

brought to me tMl after tl&cV dinner. 
" my 
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" my plan with perfeverance. I take 
" but one meal a day; yer, to be more in 
cc campany with thefe gentlemen, I go 
CI down to dinner and fupper with them; 
"every evening I remain at table till 
"eleven o'clock; forced by my health 
" ta keep my chamber for a fortnight, 1 
" requeft d'em fa came an<1 {up with my 
" famIly in our moR private retirement. 

" I fuffer UD opportunity to e"-cape of 
" praillng them before the Duke de 
" Chartres, and of increafing his efleem 
" for chern. To the Abbe I (how, un­
" folicited, the moft lively concern for 
" his interefl and welfare, entreating the 
" Duke de Chartres to obtain a penfionfor 
" him from the BiChop of Autun; the Ab­
" be has been informed by me of every 
H thing that has pa1fed upon this fub. 
" jed: on the other hand, to the young 
." princes~ I talk of nothing but obe­

" dience and the gratitude they owe to 

""there gentlem~n~ and I pumfh them 
'I' feverely for the leaft failure in this re 

" fpeer. 
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"fpet\-. I give the gentlemen an un­
(C bounded authority over them. In fine, 
" efery means I could deviCe, cares, at­
" centions, demonftrJ.clOns of friendfhip 
" and a defire to live upon terms of fa­
" miliarity with them, were employed, 
" wirh a patience and affiduity that afto­

" ni01ed all who were witneffes of fo 
"many advances being thrown away. 
(t At length, feeing their coldnefs and in 
" humour {bll [ubfiil:, and their preten­
" fions increafe, 1 have recourCe to ex­
" planations; I exprcf$ particularly fO 

" M. Lebrun the utmoft forrow, and 
" the tmen: friendlhip. To there he ap­
cc peared fenGble) and I found no diffi. 
" euley in forgetting what had patfed; 
" but after twO days, J perceived again 
" the fame diffimulation, the fame COD­

er ftraint, the fame cold n ers, and the 
(C fame irritability. As totheAbbe,a flave 
H to infuperable peevifhncfs, he continu­
(' ally adds rudenefs tobiprice, and no 
" longer opening his mouth at table bur 

" to 
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.c to eat~ obferves a dlfdainflll fileltCe ac­
"companied with an aIr fo extraordi­
" nary, that my prefence and authority 
"are fometimes necelfary to keep my 
" elddl: daughter particutarlyfrom burfl:. 
" 109 into peals of laughter during the 
U whole -tim':! of fupper. Befide my 
"mother and my daughters, the good 
" and honeft Moncigny has beheld all 
" the particulars of this ftrange conduct· 
c, with inexpreffible furpnfe: llOtwith· 
u !tanding hiS conciliatory dl(pohtion~ 
4' he could not refram from telling me a. 
" thoufand times, that fuch behaviour was 

" infupponable; he fpoke of it in terms 
" of afperiry to the Abbe, and could not 
" conceal flO111 me the indignation he 
U felt at thefe converfations. In fine, I 
" lo[e every hope of gaining the friend­
" {hip of thefe gentlemen: but I lo[e it 
cc without experiencing enmity, without 

" difplaying any ill humour, and deter­
" mined to ferve and oblige them as of­
&f ten. as poftible, eyeD without their 

"- 1aaowin5 
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" knowing ie, which I have already had 
"an opportunity of doi~g as to one of 

" them; determined alfo ever to behave 
" to them not only with that attention 
" which is their due, but with that from 
" which our refpeCl:ive fituations wlluld 
" naturally excufe me without:my breacb 
" of the fi:riCl:efi: politenefs. For exam p1e, 
" when the princes are with me, and cere· 

" mony is out ofthequefrion, the gentle­
(( men al e totally ufelefs to them, and I 
" might have them alone without the leaft 
"l'nel'vll,t-", }'Pt- 1 i""';'etll" A hb~ and M. _ .... J. _ ......... "' ...... ~ .. "'" .......... - - ... 

" Lebrun to dinner on SundclY, thou~b 

" I have on this occafion an additional 
U excufe for dlfpenling with their com. 

" pany, fince, according to the rules of 
" etiquette, jf there gemlemen are per. 
" mltted to eat with their pupils, they 
" have no ruch right with Mademoifelle. 
" It is true that 1 obferve not this eti 
" quette re[pecbng two or three other 
" perfons; but as it is a favour, it would 
" be natural that I fhould gr,ant it only' 

crca 
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II to my friends, and friendlhip alone 
" can lay claim to fuch exceptions. Be­
" fide I fIequently take M. Lebrun to 

" the play with the princes, and I have 
" offered him the box for himfelf, when 
c. it has not been difpofed of by Monfelg­
"neur. I am under no obligation to 

"do any of thefe things; for though 
" there are no bounds to the duties of 
cc friendlhip, thofe of politenefs are very 
II limited: I will add however that li­
., mired and fimple as they are, they have 
&& "A" n~t """"en ol...u._-··A,.l J.. .. the Abb L 

1 ..... L. AU U~... .I.\.4 f It..U u} '-.1.1. • C 

"Guyot. I will only mention one in. 
II fiance which every perf on at Belle 
" Chaife has witnefi"ed. When the Abbe 
" (.omes to take the princes, he never 
" approaches or fpeaks a. word to me, 
Ir which may be natural enough, as I am 
U playing on the harp"': but my mother 
" plays on no inftrumentJ and is neither 

: • It was cuftom\lty with JIle to play while the 
"hilc1re1l were drawing. 

" engaged 
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" enga.ged in reading nor in wrItmg. 
" Without being much converfant with 

" the world, he might know that it 
"would be propel on entering the 

" apartment to go up to her and afk 11cr 

" how £he did. The Abbe has forne 

cc confufcd notion of this poIir.:nefs, and 

cc [ddom neg letts to obferve it when 

" there is a {hanger in the academy i but 
"otherwife he does not approach her 

" chair oftener than once a month. His 
"daily practice is to falute my mathee 
" by walking up to the fire place, where 

" he remains his ten or twelve minutes 
" without faying a word or even Iookinii 
" at her. It IS impaffible that fuch rude­
" nefs 010uld not at Iaft be notIced even. 
" by the children, who conftantly fee a 
" different behaviour in M. Lebrun and 
" M. Mariottmi; and I have in reality 
"been obliged to impofe ftlence on 
'.' them refpecting this Change proceed­

U iQg of the Abbe. with' which they di. 
U vert cd 
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rc vetted themfelves by laying wagers 
" with one another whether he would or 
" would not wiJh 1tIJ mother a good night. 
t, I put a ftop to this raillery the moment 

" I was acquainted with it: and this is 
"all I can do; for it is impoffible to 
,~ make tbe children feel that, when the 
(C Abbe talks of politn/eft, and t'Vennejs 
., of temper, fuch le1fons are graceful and 

<" becoming in his mOllth.-Suc.h is my 
(4 anfwer to M. Lebrun's reproach, rela­
cc dve to what he calls thl almoft total 

"feparation hetween them and me. Had 
" it not been for this llnjufl: reproach, I 
t( lliould have obferved that file nee which 
" I {hall without difficultyimpofe on my­
U felf in future upon this head. And of 
" what have thefe gentlemen to corn­
u plain? That they are not my intimace 
" friends? I have never yet perceived 
If that to infpire friendfhip was conti­
" dercd by them as a duty of their office. 
" In the mean time I have made them 
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., an offer of mine, and they have re­
" fu[ed it. 

" M.T..ebrun farther fays, that they 
" can neither fee m~ nor fpeak to me. 
"I fee thefe gentlemen every day; I 
" dine with them every Sunda y ; I fome­
" times go to the play wich M. Lebrun; 
" betide all this, I an[wer every thing 

" that is written to me in ahe moft full 
U and exaet manner: and yet M. Lebrun 
" afferts that he cannot fee me, or fpeak 
" to me, or impart to me his fentiments t 
" Surely thiS is a Change reproach. I 
'f {hall conclude this explanation by tell­
"ing l\1. Lebrun (with the franknefs of 
" a perfon who has felt and demonftrated 
H the trueft friend1hip for him) that he 
" has been miftaken in his reckomng, 
If becaufe he has fuffered himfeIf to be 
(l blindly guided by the Abbe Guyot. 
" Had he liftened to the diftates of his 
" own heart, he would have condlltled 
" himfelf more wifely; his. real merit was 
" fuch that it is afionilliing he has not 

If proved 
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cc proved fuperior tc' little infignifica~ 
&1 prerenfions, and a thoufand fufcepti­

" btliries, which 1 hefitate not to affirm 

If ha\'e at lengch altered the natural retl:i­

cc tude of hIs. underfranding. Of nurn­
';e belIefs infl:ances in which he has adopt­

ee cd ther opinions and language of an­
cc other perron [ (ball quote but one, 
U which) as well as many olhers, I have 

"avoided noticing in this Journal. r 
" had made a reform in the enormous 

" quantity of penodical publications, for 
" which the princes were made to fub­
cc fcribe, as it was a real abufe; I faid at 

" the fame time that, having a right to 
" the Gazette, they Olould fubfcribe in 

"future only for the Fellilie de Paris. 
H U POrt this M. Lebrun replies in the 

" Journal, that it is all very well; but 
" that he and the Abbe would fubfcribc 
" themfelves for the J!4ercure, in ordel 

" that tbe princes might derive from that 
U work fome idea of pO/iliu, and become 
f' acquainted with publ;, affatrs, In r;hc 

" firO: 
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" firft place the princes have {careel, 
" time to read the Feui/Ie de Pmis, and it 
" would be impofiible for them to devote 
" a moment to the Mercure. Secondly, 
" during dinner and fupper their atteo· 
" tion is employed on Italian and Eng. 
" lilh; and thofe are not times-that can 
" be chofeo to read to tbem the political 
" part of the work in queftion. During 
" their recreations joinery or architeaure 

cc occupies their thoughts, and this there .. 
" fore is nol a. fit time for talking poli .. 
H [les. And wh:lt other time is there to 
" devote to this work? Thirdly, I con­
" ceive the Mercuri to be not at all cal. 
ec culated to give princes of their age an 

" idea of politics. Fourtkly .. it is not 
" behaving politely to me, to teD me 
" that a publication is neccifary for dtc 
" lDfrruction of the prmces, which I had 
H deemed ufelers i nor w. it becoming 
.e to add that they would pay for the 
" work tbanfdv~ that thepcinces might 
" ha\'c the benefit of it. Laftly., the po .. 

VOL. It. G litical 
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(' liri<=al part of the .JWercure is merely a 
" repetition of the Gazette, and the Ga­
" zette the princes have regularly. 1\;1. 
H Lebrun would certainly not have faid 
6' fuch things had he been guided by 
" himfelf.-To this long article, that I 
" may itever again rehIme this fubject, 
r, I will add that, void of ill-humour, 
"prejudi€e, capnce, or refentment, 1 
" have feen, and ibll fee, [hmgs with 
-" my own eyes exaCtly as the)r are; that 
" 1 have fufficient firrnnefs, experience, 
" and knowledge both of men and chil­
H'dren~ to be affured, that what t have 

" begtln I {hall finial with honour and 
cc .fuccefs; that I am refolved to do at 
"all times more for the gentlemen in 
(C queftion than is due to them from 
« their fit'URtion, and to embrace every 
" opportunity of [erving them, if it be 
,. attended ..nth no inconvenience to 
"the 'education of our pupils: at the 

"fame time' I fhall think it extremely 
'" ftl'ange'if this cotldufr do not fatisfy 

" them, 
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" &:.bem, am! they lay claim to an inu­
H macy wh.ich it is noC poffible ihould 

" henceforth exift between us. EReem 

" and politenefs we are mutually bound 
" to Chew to each other, and thefe are all 
" I can hereafter grant, unk[s time, and 
" a conduct of which there is n.) proba­
(( bility, fbould conyince me that they 
" have entered into my way of thirtking, 
"and been fenfible of the re'fledions 
" which their conduCt has not failed rt> 

I.e excite in me; unlefs, in !hort, i fee in 
" them a fincer~ defire of repairing the 
"wrongs which have broken t:very tie 
" offnendlhip between us. This,l do 
" not expeCt; and 1 have before to-day 
U made up my mind upon the {ubjeCt. 

" I again repeat, that, but for the fuange 
" reproach of M. Lebrun, I {bould ne\'er 
" have written this long and final ex~ 
"'planation: but it was a duty I owed 
4C to myfelf to infert my jufiification in 
" this Journal, which I wi!b to confider 
" as containing the moft indi[putaNe 

G 2 " prods 
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" proofs of my conduct upon all GCca­
H fions, as the record of my true fenti­
ce ments, and as a faithful piCture of our 
" attention to our pupils, and our be­
" haviour to each other." 

• MfJ1Itlay. 7 Fe6ruary 1785-

"M • LEBRUN will be perfeCtly at 
~, liberty to dine with me at Bene Chaife, 
" not only on the three days in tbe week 
u on which the princes dine here, but 

tr hkewife on Monday, when the princes 

" are accullomed to dine with the Duchefs 
" their mother. As tothe Abbe Guyot, 

c' he by no means appears to receive any 
" pleaf ure at Belle Chafi"e; and as his 
cc want of pohtenefs, to fpeak of it in the 
" moft moderate terms, towards my mo­
ce ther and me is an'ived at fuch a height 
U as to Cutrer no refi.raintbefore ftrange~, 
" particularly Madame de Nanfouti, who 
" was fingul,arJy firuck with it, as well 
" as dle children, who obferve and jeft 

c, upon 
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" upon it in fpite of every thing I can 

" do; and as befide he has frequently 
" complained of the want of oppormnity 
"to affoclate more frequently with his 
" friends and relatIOns; I imagine I {ball 
H fpare him a great deal of mortification, 
" rdl:raint, abflmi!ty, and error, by rc. 

" ducmg within the narrowefi 11011[5 tbe 

" occaGons he may have to dme at Belle 
C( ChaiIc. In this there will be nothIng 

c~ excIting notice or remark, finee he 
"may very naturally be fuppofed to 
"take advantage of the kifure I give 
U him to "iut IllS brother, hiS mece dnd 
~, hiS fnends. I have confi:antly avoided 

"the appearance of any quarrel with 
" the Abhe Guyot, which would have 
" been Impofiible If I had regarded him 
"as my equal. M. Lebrun therefore 

" will be fo obJiglllg as (0 1t1fonn him 
" of [he contents of this note in general, 
" if he iliould think tbat mo{l- proper, or 
" elfe mert>i} that I invite· him to dine 
" at Belle Chatfe Sundays and Wednef. 

G 3 "days; 
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c4: days; but have not that honour (or 

q Fndays, on which day Madame de 

f( Valence, her flfter, when lhe is at lei. 

f( fure, and other perfons of my family, 

({ favour me with their company; and 
U when the Duchers de Chartres will 

c 

" [ometlmes come, as opportunity may 
"ferve. As to Mondays, on which day 

" the princes dine with their mother, I 

U imagine the Abbe will not dunk it ex· 

t'traordinary that I lhould not :ilk. him 

" to dine in private with my mother and 
c, me. He may therefore give to the 

" different branches of his {,tmlly Mon. 
U days and Fridays, and even whenever 
" he pleafes all the four days that tile 

" princes do not dine at home. M. Le­

u brun, as I have already [aid, we lhall 

" always be glad to fee at Belle Chaffe 

" without dlftincbon of days; at the fame 
4t time that I !hall not think it ftrange if 
u he fhollid t~ke thefe days to vilit his 

" friends whenever it fuall be moft agree., 

cc able to him. I muf\: add for the in-

" formation 
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"formation of M. Lebrun, that I alall 
" give directions to the cook. to prepare 

" no dinners of any fort on thofe days 
" that the princes art' abroad; bur that 
" the ordl11ary fupper null be leguIarly 
" ferveJ, as there gentlemen wJll not be 

" equally able to fpend the eve~ing with 

" their friends." 

Monday, 21 February 1785_ 

Note of Madame de Genlis. 
uT HE princes dine at Belle Chaife 

" three times a week, for Icafnl1S men­
" tjaned in tillS Journal. I thought, anll 

" it was fureIy natural, that the Abbe 
"would be pleafed with having t\Vo 
" days in the week to bellow on his fa­

ce mily and his friends: he has afked (0 

" dine with me when the princes do, [0 

" which 1 have aff'ented. With refpeCt 
" to Monday, as. it is a day on which the 
Ie princes do not .dine at Belle Chaff'e, I 
" fee no reafon that £ho~.lld induce the 

G... "Abb6 
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"Abbe to come. Had he hithert~ 
" given me room to flatter myfelf that 
" my mother's company and mine were 

" agrecolble to him, I lhould have con­

er fidered it as a dllty and a pleafllre to 
"have received him as one of our fa­
(( mily ; "Lmt that not being the cafe, I 
"wIll not on tbis ol-cation abufe the 
" Abbes politene[s, which can be his 
u only motive for afk.mg to dine with us 
fr on Mondays. With refpect to dinners 
" at the princes apartments, when they 
I( do not dine at home, I have thought 
H proper, on that head, to take tl.e Of. 

n ders of Monfeigneur, which are that 
" there /hould be no table provided on Jucb 
It occafiolls. I am therefore obliged poG. 
" tively to enjolI} the cook to make no 

" provifion, on the days when the princes 
"are ab[ent, for any perCon whatever. 
" I will add that it is neither fitting nor 
u pollible that the princes cook ihould 
U take upon hit? to provide for others: 
" the Abbe, therefore, when he choofes 
" to dirte in his chamber, will be pleafed 

" to 
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(( to adopt fome other mode. I beg M. 
" Lebrun to tell him all this. 

" I have forgotten to obferve that the 
" arrangement refpeaing dinners will be 
" dlfpenfed with if either of the gentle­
" men lhould be Ill; for then tjle cook 
" will have direEtionll to provide every 
" thing that may be necefiaty for them. 

'lhurjJay. 24 Fthrllary 1785. 

Note of Madamr de Genlis. 

"T HE Abbe Guyot has been here 
" to tell me in pofitive terms that he 
ce cannot dine out on Monday, becaufe 
Ie neither hiS brother nor any of his 
e. friends keep f4ft; and, from what M. 
" Lebrun had read to him of the Journal, 
It his determination was to dine at Belle 
" Chaife: had M. Lebnln read to him 
" the whole of what 1 have written upon 
Ct tbe fubj~, his dttemlin·arion.l fufped: 
Ie would. bave been very ditr~rent. I 

G 5 ., might 
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H might have replied to the Abbe, that 

" finee my own obfervance of Lent has 
" been neeeffarily interrupted, there is 
" no one at Belle Crlaife who fafts, and 
"tbat it would be much more natural 
cc that h~~ brother ihould have the corn­
u plaifance to provide him faft dillies, 

" than I, who am neither his relation, 
" nor hi'S friend, nor his affuciate, or in­
" deed that he lhould dine in his cham­
U ber. But the determination of the 

" Abbe was fo imperious, that I took 
U the part of holding my tongue. I 
(' {hall find fome other means of eman­

" cipating lnyfeIf from this ftrange ty­
e( ranny." 

M",dtz" 21 MllrfQ 1785' 

Nole of Madame de Cell/il. 

U I HAVE had no time te make ob­
" fervations uJ?On this Journal for forne 
u dars pafi, and I Rtall therefore! do ir 
,,-now. I have written in form 10 'the 

2 " Journal, 
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" Journal, that the Duke de ValoIs was 
" to be abfolute mafter of the choice of 
" place where he would take the air, 

" with the fole rdlriClion of his being 

" fubmiffive to any remonl1:rances that 
" may be made refpeCting the cafe of 

• 
"the horfes. TIm article, as I have 

" before obferved, I read to the Duke 
"and Duchefs de Chartres, by whom 
" It was hIghly approved. But M. Le­
u brun takes from him tillS liberty, and 
"without any reafon relative to thc' 
H horfes, £tnce it was more fatlgulQg 
'c for them to go to Mouceau:li than to 

(( have remained in the {table. ShQullt 
cc the Duke de Valois frequently choofe 
"the Palais Royal for Ius au-ing. it. 
" would be lefs conducive to his health, 

" the air of that place not being [0 good; 
" but it would be fufficlent to point this 
'f. out to him; and the orders of M. Le· 
" brun were improper, becaufe I had en· 
" joined the 'Contrary . lkfid e, as I read this 
" ]GUIQl\l overy day, M. Lebrun might 

G 6 " complain 
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" complain in it of an} wanrof complai­
" fance on the part of tLe Duke de Va­
" lois, and I lhould kno\li how to puniih 
" it; but he ought not authoritatively t~ 
" take from the Duke a light gIven him 
" by me. The Duke {lrongly felt the 

• 
" inJufiice of the proceeding, and men-
u Boned It to me. I comented myfelf 

" wllh obfervmg that it was true I had 
" given him this nght, but that I (hollld 
" deprive him of it agam if I found that 
" he abufed it; and that he mIght be 

II fure if M. Lebrun had not followed 
" my directions, it was from forgetful­
" nefs, or from his thinking of fomething. 
" elfe; as I knew him to be extremely 
'" punCtual and jufr.-The Duke de Va­
" lois farther complained that M. Le­
" brun would aBign DO rearOD for refuf­
" ing him to go to fee the black woman; 
" and that he told l1im it was his f.nt~. 
" To this I replied, that M. Lebrun was 
"too wife a mAn to aCt merely from 

" fancy; and th:tt he had a 'Very good 
" reafon 
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"reaCon (or the refufal, namely, that 
" the black woman was nak.ed : I added, 

" it IS true you have feen a thoufand 
" naked figures, and you draw them in 
" this fl.a.te : but at your age, in particu4 
" lar, it would be a breach of decorum • 
H to go and examine, in a galden that is 
Ie almoft public, an indecent obje&. In 

" tim manner I told him what was nearly 

" the truth; I did not exCIte his curi. 
" oftty, but I fatisfied it; and it is in 
~'tlllS limple manner that M. Lebrun 

" iliould have afl:ed. To an mfant we 

"do noc affign our reafons; but it is 

"dangerous and difgufting to tell an 
rc intelligent, fenfible, and well-informed 

" child, in his twelfth year, that we act: 

" folely from fancy: if he believe it, he 
~r receives a very bad example, an ex­

" ample of caprice, and confequently of 
U irrationality: if he belieye it not, we 

" lefi"en his confid~ce and friendfhip, 
CI and fet his imagination ~t work, as he 
" bums with the delire of difcovering 

(lour 
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" our true motive. In fine, I do not 
" wilh the Duke de Valois to be treated 
" for a fingle moment as a prince; but 
" it is time that we lhould begin to treat 
"him as a man j that he lhould be 
" guideq by reafon and friendlhip; that 
" our reproofs iliould have an aIr of con­
c( ftderation for his age, to raife him in 
cc. his own eyes, and fet him altogether 
H above a ftate of childhood ; and that 
" he fhould be {pared every Ituie ufe1ef. 
" contradiCtion, in order that in things 
C( of importance an inflexible feverity 
"may have due weight. The Abbe 
cc Guyot aDd M. Lebrun are at aU times 
" too fevere and defpotic in tnfles; they 
" preach to the children a great deal too 
" much; they always indeed preach, a.r.d 
" never talk. They iliould do exactly the 
~( reverfe: preaching weal ies, conyer· 
"[ation alone inftr\lcts. We fuould 
fC artfully contrive to render our leffons 
C( of tillS natute profitable, without the 
cc ~hi1dre~ perceiving what is our aim. 

" They 
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" They both fear and love me, and are 
H fond of my company, though I find 
U them conftant employment, and fre­
u quently reprove them: but I praCtiCe' 

" no unneceffary tyranay. no pedantry, 
" no caprice, and I therefore lind them 
H fubmiffive, mild, fenfible, and rlefirous 

" of pleafing me. J muft pofitively in­
H fift on M. Lebrun's being in future, 

" more attentive to fuch things as we 
"have agreed 11 pon: I begin to be 
u wea.ry of being obliged frequently to 

u repeat at length the fame things; and 

" I have not time for this'" U 

crIJl,rldaJ, 14- April 1785. 

Not8 of Madame de Genii!. 
(t'! CANNOT conceive how the Duke 
,e de V a.lois~ who iii a.lways fo ful;m1iffive 

.. The ddign of thefe continual contrarieties was, 
that, by wearying me, I might be tfmpted to relin­
qudh my paiuftd talk ~ and indeed to continue it 
required a perfevetaDCe that wu p(OOf againft every 
thtng. 

" with 
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-c,' with me, can be guilty of faying im­
" pertinent things; but I know that M. 
" Lebrun ought not to prevent him from 
" giving what orders he thinks proper to 
f' his fervants. If thefe orders appear 
" to be UIlreafonable, a {hort remark is 
"fufficient; and even this would be ill· 
'( timed before the fervants. He ought 
c, not to be prevented from gi ving or­
cC clers, unlefs he {hould choofe £'.)r that 
U purpofe a time that would interrupt 
" his leifons. He thinks that the trifling 
"degree of liberty I have granted him 
" in this refpeCt is not pleafins to the 
"Abbe Guyot and M. Lebrun; and 
" the reprefentations they have made on 
" the fubjett, of which this Journal bears 
" witnefs, convince me that he is right: 
" but I told him that he was mifiaken, 
" and that the fuppofition was abfurd; 
" he is however of an age when we be­
u gin to fee things WIth our own eyes. 
J' As to the interference of M. Lebrun 
" refpecting the window, it was natural 

5 It enough, 
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Ie enough, as he had a cold j but it was 
C' by no means fo that the Abbe, having 
" no cold, {bonld impenoufly keep the 
"windows {but in ilJch fine weather, 

" which is not only dlfagreeable, but 
It injurious to the health of children, 

• 
"and all young perfons. Oppofitlons 
U like thefe they have never experienced 
" from IIle. At Saint Leu, when I had 
" a very bad fore throat, and the weather 
cr was damp, I opened the window to. 
" give them their leifon. The Duke de 
H Valois obferved me putting on my 
" cloak, and alked me why I did [o! I 
" anfwered that the air incommoded me; 
" but as it was pleafant to him, I wilhed 
(' the window to be open. He was [en­
er fible of this attention, and would have 
" ihllt it: to thiS I would not con[ent, 
" and from that hour I might have kept 
,e him in a fiove without his expreffing 

" any difllke. Convinced that I am not 
" [elfilb, and that I love tf1em, they obey 
f' me without reluCtance. I punifu with. 

" out 
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V out irritating them; I carefs without 
" fpoiling tbem; and 1 .lm fo little Jea­
" lous of my afcendancy, that I let no 
"opportunity e[cape of unfolding the 
" myftery to the Abbe and M. Lebrun, 
" who ","ould underftand It as well as I 
" do, if like me they had refleCted twenty 
" years on the fubjeCt:, and like me alfo 
'" had completed the educatIon of feveral 
n young perfons, previoully to the pre­
«fent undertaking. Thefe gentlemen 
" never afk. me any queftions ; they ima­
" gine that they are acquainted with the 
" minds of children: but this is no eafy 
" acquifition; and all the merit in the 
"world will be of little avail without 
" long experience and meditation.-The 
" Duke de Valois has a1fo appeared to 
" me defirQus of having tbe difpofal Qf 
"his cakes (briocbes); that is to fay. 
" of having the pleafure of giving them 
"himfelf. He has not afked this of me, 
" nor have I raid any thing to him upon. 

" tbe 
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" the' fubject; but I r-ecommend to the' 
., gentlemen to grant, as of themfelves, 
" this permlffion both to the Duke de 
., V aloi 5 and _ his brother j inftrutting 
'4 them at the fame time to what penon! 
":tmong their attendants theJl {bould 
" make thefe prefents. If the gentlemen 
., appeared deiirous that the princes 

" ihOllld enjoy~ in this and other trUling 
" mltters of equal indifference, a hberrT 
'-$ fujred to their age, Lhey would be C)root 

" treluely grateful for it; and the gentle­
" men would foon perceive its good ef­
" feets in a real increafe of friendlhipe' 
" All however that I can do in the buft ... 

" nefs is to give them my ad:vice~.tbough 
" it be perfectly una1k.ed. ,. 

" I 

StnItky. 17 AlriJ £18S; 

Note of Madame de Gm/is. 

HAVE rec~ived £1:00;1 the Abbe, 
" Guyot a kner of eleven pages, relativC? 
"to a.n article in thiS Journal, written 

" by 
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" by me a month ago. I fhall ~gin 
" by declaring, that in future I will re­
U ceive no letter from either of the 

"gentlemen, upon the fubjeC't of the 

" education in which we are engaged. 
CI When they have any thing to fay to 

" me, let them do It in this Journal, and 
" I will take the fame mode of anfwering 
." (hem; but (hey mna excu[e my read­

" ing whatever they may write to me 
" in any other way.-In his eleven pages 
~, of ]arge paper, the Abbe tells me, that 
" he never fays a word too much, and 
~, that I have unjllftly accllftd him of 
" being too fond of fermonifing, preach. 
~, ing, &c. to the cluJdren. To this I 

" anfwer, that I may poffibly have mif­
"taken, but It appears otherwife to me ; 

" and I have faid nothing but what I 
cc thought.-The Abbe reems to accufe 
" me of inconfifl:ency in now recom­
" mending to .govern the children by 
u reafon and fiendibip i when, at the 

" time-
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" time they were put into my hands, I 
" expretfed the utmofr afronithment at 
" finding that they had never been pu­
"nifued. But the eldeft was then eight 
" years old; grofs, ignorant, cowardly, 
" ready to faint whenever he faw a dog, 
" un polite, and a liar; fond ot relating 
" frories equally devoid of fenfe and of 
"truth. All this juftly merited repeated 
" puniOlments; and of confequence I 
" was for eighteen months by no means 
" fparing of them. At length, when 
" I Caw him better informed than is ufual 
" at his age, polite, fenfible, defirous of 
" pleafing, attached to truth, and in his 
" twelfth year, I thought it no longer 
" proper to treat him as a fpoiled child: 
" but I am ftill ready again to have re­
U cour[e to feverity and punifument, if 
U his behaviour be improper, as I proved 
" to-day in the prefence of M. Lebrun, 
"who accufed the Duke de Valois of 
" rudene!s to him. I (qall here remark, 

U that 
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" that (ny greatefl:feverity.to the princes 
U has been upon occafions whentheAbbe 

" or M.Lebrun has cornplainedofthem; 
U and that I continually remind tbem 

" in tbe .prefence of there gentlemen that 

" they owe them unbounded confidence, 

" and as much reCpeCl: as ten'Clernds: 'I 
• 

" wJll add, t.hat I have never f.ud any 

Cf thing of thIS narure to the chIldren 

" rela[lve EO myfeIft and yet they nerer 

"behave ImpropeJ11y to me; they are 
c, pleafed WIth my company, and they 

" hav,e an equal fear and love for me. 

" The Abbe, to !,rove that he does not 

H difplay any pedanrry In hI~ treatment 

",of tbe p~inces) lnfor ms me, ,that he 

"permits the Duke de ValOIs to call 

" him prea,htr, and to fay that he]n-­
H m()tZY,J. Forrnyown part,'thoughnoone 

" has ever, thought me pedantic, 1 hel'e 

" avow that as long as llt",e-i will ntV'tr 

6.( fuffer a :pupil under my caPe to fake 

~,fnch a libcr.t¥ with.me.' ~"~ is 
" always 
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"always pedantry and an abfurd mode 

" of conveymg moral inftruCl:ion, that 
" muft fall of its end. A preacbtntnt is 
" another 'Word for tedious difcoutft; and 
" I repeat it, 1 fhould think every thing 
cc loft if one of my pupIls thought dr 

" fpoke in this manner of what 1 faid to 

"thtm. I wIll not permittheir freedotn 

" wIth me ~ degenerate into familiarity 
H or ridicule. I know them too well to 
" give them fuch an afccndancy over 
"me.-In the Abbe's letter there is 
" one article that has occafioned me no 
U lIttle furprl(e. It relates to M. Le­
u brun : the following is a literal tran­
ce {Crlpt of It. lhs labours, his cares, his 

cc P4111S, the (on/radlClions he has to encoun­
" Ur, are contmual; I fear thai his health 
" will }ink under tbem: would it not be hu­
" mane aNd w,n 'UJOrl!J.y fJ/ yOIl, madam, IfJ 

"]pare him O11e part, and to ajfift him daily 
" to Jupport the other ? 

" Four days of the week, including 
cr thofe on which they dine with the .Du­

" cbefs 
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,cc chefs de Chartres, the princes are at 
,,( Belle CbafI'e from half after tweI ve 

"till nine at night. M. Lebrun has 
,4( thus four entire days in every week at 

" his own difpofai. 0:1 the other days 
",( they are at Belle Chaife from five tilt 
'" half. after eight: and here again he 
cc has three hO\lrs and a half at hherty on 

n there days. What man filling fuch a 
"c fimarion ever had fo much time to 
"himfelf'*? The princes have learned 
I~ nothing by heart but from me; I 

U have myfelf made all their extracts, 
"and there extracts, exclufive of 
cc chafe I have given to the Abbe and 

• In the order of things eftablilhed before my 
CODDeaion with the princes, their governor, fond of 

fOClety, gave Ilis pupils only two or three houR of 
IUs time, and not a lingle lelfon. for an excellent rea­
{on, which it it not dillicult to divine; aJld the Cue­
governor was totally deprived of liberty, and had not 

a moment to himfelf. M. Lebrun'. lej[ure time 

will fOOD be iru:reafcd till more than it is at prefent ; 
in the latter yQ~ or the education, we fhalllind tha,t 

he win have "II houn libertJ every day. 
U M. Le .. 
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c, M.. Lebrun. form three volumes, whic1t 
" I conft&lltlr read to them at our leC­
H Cons. To this muil: be added, that 
"when the children are at hOrTIe ~f. 

" Lebrun is not the only perron em­

" played with them; he has only co teach 

"them the elements of geometry aDci 
H hear them repeat verfes: this is the 

" whole of his talk., and he can difpofc 

"of himfelf as he pleafes during the 

" rime when the Abbe gives his letfons. 
U I cannot therefore but think tbat 

" he has confiderable bfure and reft. 
" \Vhere then are thofe <on/muIIllabours 

" of which the Abbe fpeaks) and in what 
H 00 they confifl:.? I ,.m equally unic. 
" qua.inteJ with the pains and contrlfdlC­

H hons br has to encounter. \Vhat are (hey? 
H How can I affifl:. hIm mOle effeCtually' 

" than I do! \Vhat morcollg,ht my hurna. 

" nlry to perform to prevent his health /r{Jl1'J 
"linking tmart" blS (/lrtS, blJ Wourf, &.? I 
" earneftly entreat the .Abbe to anfwer 
" thefe quefi:ions In the Journal, for I 

VOL. U. H " lhould 
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tC illould in vain rack my underfranding 

"to comprehend this l-:range article. 
" I requel1 him to an[wer them imme­
"dlately, and nol thIee weekshencet 

"when tillS volume wIll be filllfiled, 
~' and Jt wIll reqUIre fame pains to find 

H them ~ll. An anfwer IS then only 

" cle:lr when itdJlecl:ly follows the quc[­

" UUI1.-A" (0 the filend/bip and clwfi­

" deJJC£ willch the Abbe IS defiroLls !hould 

" fllbfiu between llS, I have already given 
" an anfwer to It in the J oumai. v; h:ch I 

" requeft M. Lel)lun to acquaint IJim 

" wIth, and to read (0 hIm the whole of 

" thIS note.-Tbe Abbe concludes wuh 
" faylng that fomebody calunmiatcs thefe 

" gentlemen to me. But the Journal and 

" many letters whIch I have III my pof­

" reffion prove, tbat the Abbe had com­

" plawcLI of my pretended prrJudlc<:5, 
" and that M. Lebrun wa:, on the fame 
" footmg with me as he IS at prefent, 
" before this jorJJebody had any thing to 

" do with the education. I have expe-
" nence 
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" rience and firmnefs enough to fee widl 

" my own eyes, and not to fuffer myfelf 

" to be led away br the opinions of any 

" one; good fenrr and integlity enough 

"to hate calumny and not to be its' 
" dupe; too linle lelture to think of 
" walling my time upon wranglifllgs and 
" tale beanng, when I luvc a light (0 in­
" terrog.ne openl y, to call to an account~ 

" and to complain witham rnyfl:ery. and 
" referve, If what I dll'etl be nqt carried 

" into execution. In fine, had the Abbe 

" employed the leafl: refleCtion he would' 
" not I belIeve have accuft:d, without 

" any kind of proof, the perron to whom 

" he alludes of being aflmtderer, nor me 

" of being a filly dupe, deliberately and 

" knowingly fuffering myrelf to be led 

" by fo difgraceful a character; fOI fueh, 

" would be [he cafe if I feeretly lifl:ened 
" to and believed calumnies, as the Abbe 

" aff'erts, without affigning the fmallefl: 
" reafon. 

HI. " I beg 
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" I beg M. Lebrun to read to the 
It Abbe aU that I have written in the 

C( Journal to·day. I conclude with af­
" furing the gentlemen that tbey are not 
"llandered~ that I ef\:eem them, that it 
" depended on themfelves alone to have 
« potfei"ed aH my friendlhip, that I thall 

"always feel a real concern for their 

H welfa.re, that I perceive in them conft­

" dcrable merit, but at the fame time it 
Ii feems to me that they are not fuRi. 
~c ciendy acquainted with children, and 
,. with the art of making themfc:lves 
" feared and loved by them; that ",hat 
U I fay to them upon the fubject pro­
"ceeds, not from a propenfity to find 
"fault, but from a defire that they 
" filould have more influence over the 
" hearts and minds of their pupils, for 
" the fake of their preCent and future 

"happinefs and the [uccefs of our la­
" bours; that they appear to be eafily 
"irritated and hurt, that they fuppofc 
" me to potrels a petty pride to which 

"1 am 
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• , I am a. {hanger, and feldom under­

u nand mej that 1 have m:ver wifhed to 

" be confulted by them from motives of 
H vanity, but hecaufe, being a mother, 

" having begun and fillJlhed the educa­
" lion of twO children, and I will ven­
" ture to fay with fome fllcce(~, -having 

" for twenty years turned aU my thoughts 
" to the fubje8, and pubhfhed (orne 
"works deftitute neither of reafoD 110r 

CI a knowledge of children, I mu{\ ... 

"rurally be: better acquainted with it 
" than they; that at the fame time 1 
" give them credit for zeal and g-ood in ... 
" temions, and have hitherto faid every 
" thing to the Duke and Dlielle[s de 

Ie Chartres that could heighten tbem ill 
" thei r ellcem, a juftice which I {hall al· 

" ways be ready to do them with the 

" great eft plea[ure". 

• • 

Note 
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rvtdniftlay, 20 April 1785. 

Note of Madame de Genlrs. 

"I . HAVE but one objeCt in VIew, the 

.. good of the educatton in w/Juh we are e1t­

" gagea; and a~ I act neIther flOm ca­

" price nor III humour, I am very eer­

ee tam that reflethon, and the experience 

" and nonefty of M. Lebrun wIll \))[1-

" mately lead hIm to thmk and aCt. like 
~, me in this refpeCt-. In the mean r;1l1C 

" fome little dlfputes wJll perhaps afife; 

~ but certa1l1 of the fcrupulol1fnefs and 
cc pUl icy of M. Lebam's principles on 

"dfenri.ll points, I {hall be fllfficiently 

"attentive and qUIck fig,hted to watch 

"minuter matters, and patIent enough' 

" to endure flight murmurs and tran~ 

q fient <hffiitisfacl-ion." 
... ' 

Note of the Abbe Guyot. 

SINCE the Countefs de Genlis leaves 
JlO 
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;no other way of communicating any re­

marks on the fubjecr of education bue 
the Journal, the Abbe Guyot takes tillS 

method of anfwC'l tng; fame articles' of :l; 

note fhe has inferted In it rel:l.tlVC to the 

long lercer which he bad the honour t() 

wllte to ber. He admits [hare][ is very 

long, but it was necelfary 10 older to do 

away the dlftreffing opimon whIch the 

COllnters had expre(fed rerpeaing the 

lllanner in whIch M. Lebrun and the 

Abbe conduaed themfe1ves towards the 

pnnce'!. 

The firf!: and moll confiderable ar­
gument is drawn from the gentle .. 

nefs and forbearance of their pnn· 
clples, and ~ conduCt flowmg from 

tpofe principles. The Counters pre­

telids that mildnefs and indulgence 

were ill-timed dt.. ing the firft elghre~n 
months of the princes being under heI 
care. From the picture ale draws of the, 
princes at'tb;t.t periOd,. ,.he Abbe G~ 
does. not kAoW _t)}em. They had i1 livelyt 

H 4 fenCe 
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fenfeof religion, ofjufhce ,benevolenceho­
Jiour and emulatIOn, wi[h perfect docility 

and confidence in their preceptors; and. 
their acquirements were certainly fuperior 
to their age. In fine, the bl'Oifoms of the 
fruits that nON excite our admiration~ 

were fuffl£Jentl) developed. The cares. 

and talents of the Counters have hafl:ened 
and augmented thefe fruits; b\1t !he is 
toa juO: not to acknowledge that the 

time had not been ~fr, that none of the 
bappy dJrpofitions of the princes had been 
thwarted, and that fuch exertions had 
been made to (orreCt their childJ!h 

faults as to give hopes that the progrefs. 
of their age wOlJld fuortly obliterate 

every trace of them"'. 
The Abbe Guyot them ran over, iIll 

• What, of thofe lhrieks and faintings at the fight 
()f a dog, a chiM!fo fiIJI/i which had ~en permitted. 
to take roo' froBl the age of four to that of eight,. 
without the leaf\: attempt to corrcfr it? of that ef­

femmley, that mdell,rs, that fdfiffineC., that pro­
rc:oJity to tcl1ing lite aDa to ~l?ing ? 

his 
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Ilis letter, all the means by which he 
could [uppo[e the Countefs to have ac­
quired the opinion which h.e 'was at· 

tempting to overturn. Was it from 
her own obfervauons ? from any com .. 

plames of the princes? from the repre­
fentations of other perfons? H& knows. 

no other way of acquiring an opi .. 

nion. The lan: of thefe three modes has. 
made a lively imprcffion on the Coun-­

refs;. not withautc rcafon had the idea 
been other than general; but wlaen it is 
made perfonal, the Abbe no longer re· 
~ognifes it for hiS own. In conjectures 
he allows hi mfelf, but never in accu{j,­
tions, lIniefs they are wdlfpenf.lble and 
evident. 

The COUIltefs blames the Abbe Guyot 
for permitting the Duke de Valois to 
call hml preacher, becaufe {he confiders 

the word as fynonimolls wnh a tediom 
talker. To give thefe two words an 
identity of fignifi<:auon it would be ne. 
,dfary to connect with th"em an idea of 

H 5 pedantry 
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pedantry. The Abbe Guyot has care .. 

fully a'Voided every thing of that kind ;IF, 

~nd the ·prince certarnly rm putes no fuch 

quality to him; the expreffion has been 

the refult of mere pleafantry, the meaning 

of which is determined by the gaiety and 

good-wi.fl that accompanied it. It would 

therefore have been an unreafonable piece 

of captioufoefs to have ceoru"ed it. 
The Duke de Valois, whofe intentions 
are honeft and direct, would have been 
aftonilhed at the cenfure, and perhaps by 
{ueh a captiou{oe{s a degree of unproba­

billty wOllId have been given to the part 
that it is fometimes neceffary, whether 

we like it or no, for a tutor to play with 
his pu pIls t. 

* Nothmg can furdy more ftrongly fuggeft the 

idea of pedantry than fuch a manner pI expreffing 

enefelf. 
t \V c ought never to playa pnrt, and leaft of all 

with children; affumcd mann~rs and pallions arc 

what they muil; f,aflly deteCt, and mpft certainly 

dillike. 
The 
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The immediate confequence of Ollt'" 

jt1ftification was, that we merited the en­

nre confidence of the Countefs in every 

thing relanve to the edllcation of the 

princes; and the letter In reality con­

dudes with making [his demand. The 

Abbe Guyot thought It his dutfto fhew~ 

that M. Lebrun in particular was highly­

worthy of It. He fpoke of his labours, 

hl"5 painS, and the contradiR:lOns he had' 

to (llcountcr. The Counters is afl:o­

nifiled at this language, and demands an 

explanation. He can only fay, that M~ 

Lebrun does not apflear to him to be 
happy, and that he well deferves to be fo. 

Happll1c(s does not conflfi m havrng 

three h(mrs lel[ure a day, as the Counters 

fecms to dllnk: confiant labour IS an 

addHional f,ltrsf.lctron to men whofe 

zeal leads them to devo~e themfelves 

entirely and foldy to the honourable talk 

'WIth which tht'y are entrufted. U naDl­

may, concord a'ld agre"ement between: 

H 6 all 
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an the per[ons- concerned in it, ought to' 

foftea the pa.lns of every day, and enfure 

the fucc:efs of their labours. The confi­
dence of the cbief can alone procure this. 

juft confolation. 

The Countefs dcdares that it depend. 

ed on o16rtel\r{'s alone to have poffelfed: 
all her frienJGl'lp_ The Abbe Guyot 

replies with perfeCt fincenty, that he in­
particular would have been h.ighly flat­

tered with the fliencHhlp of the Coun­
tets, and belJ.eves that he has done no­

ehing which ollghc to hZl\'e pre"ented his 

obtaining it. Em lIf everyone is ma[ter 

of the confidence arifing from fel1timent~ 
that which depends on elteem cannot be 
refufed: ][ is the latter which ts de­

manded of tbe COllnters, and demanded 

oy us only, the more fLlccefsfuUy to dif­

charge the important cares with which. 
we arc invefted. To the grant~ng this 

{be can feel no repugnance, after the 

proteftations of' eneem. with w hich lh~ 
ha~ 
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The A~ Guyot will conclude with. 

protefting on his part, that be has a high: 
opinion of the knowledge,. underCb.nd. .. 
iug, talents and accomphChrnem:s of the: 
Counters. The happine~ of her coad­
jutors- would de(erve to be citeiJ, if the­
deigned to {hew us gteater conficknce.p 

and particularly if, by her manner <* 
tl eating us before the priJ1Ces. (he were 
€areful to. convince them that of [uch! 
~onfidence we are not ulW'ortby. 

--
ThurfJaJ~ %1 .Apri/l,SS. 

t( MR. Lebrun fays, that he did not: 

" anfwer in tIme rothe article I mention~ 
" Pe(auje be knows n(Jt bfl'UI to sri/i. A 
u ftrange inftam:e of mod.efty, and whicb· 

" I may, without rudenefs, fa.y, is per-

.. This confidence, according to them, confifted' 

in my leaving to them all the lefl"""l, and changing. 

my whole pbm of eciucation, t. folJow the bea'C:Il 
trad:. 

" feCiI)' 
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U feCl:lyunfounded. Befide, to confute 
H faB:s by' facts, if it be in ollr power or 
~l requires neither eloquence nor talents, 

'.' for writing: found reafons have no' 
~ need of polithed language; and the' 

" negligent and incorrect fiyle in which 
C( I write-in the Journal fufficiently {hews 

" that I do not th'ink fuch ornaments at 

" all neceffary to- a work of thIs kind. 

cc Thefe gentlemen appear to be morti­
II fied that I will admit of no exptana­
" tiom but in this J oumal. I remerr. ber­

" a proverb which fays, words fpoke1l. 
"'IJIlnijh. words written remain. What 
" is my fecurity in this refpett, 'Y.Jll be 
u equally that of thefe gentlemen; our 
" condua: cannot be too clear, too. evi· 
" dent, when we are charged with duties 

" -of fuch importance . 
. " The Abbe fays, that a prea,hment'in 

cc.. private [oeieey is not, as I have af­
Ie [ereed, fynonimous Will) a tedious dif­
CI "l4rli. He 'Paintains that he aCted 

" v~ry 
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" very properly in induTging the Duke 
U de Valois in fuch pleafantry. I thinK. 
"otherWlfe, aAd there is nothing in the 
"Abbes an(wer that induces me to 

" change my opinion. The Abbe fays; 
"that in accufing Jomebody of calumny, 
" he had no particular perfon.in view. 
" I appeal to his confcience, and to thar 
" of M. Lebrun, refpeCting fo improba­
" ble an evafton, and I !hall take care of 
"the Abbe's lette}:. The Abbe fays,. 
H that he OlOuld not know the prince! 
" from the piCture I draw of them, at tile 
" time when they were firil: entrufted to 
"me. This 1S accufi.ng me of lying, 

cc and of lyIng from the bare and paltrY' 

" motive of enhanCIng the value of 
,e what I have done. Let us fee if truth 
"can be pleaded in excufe for thIS­
" Change rudenefs. I have Cud th~t thet" 
" princes wele ignorant fo); theIr age:. 

" not a fingle extract: on any fllbjeCl: had 
"ever been given them j they had 

" learned, 
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" learned by heart no one circumftance 
N of h iftory, nor even a date; they had 
rc not the leaft idea of the firfi: pnnciples 

" of morality, of wha.t they owed to tbeir 

H father and mother; they were equally 

" ignorant of the common civilities of 

" life, ak/ays anfwering with a motion of 
'" the bead, or the monofyllable~J'eJ' and 

" no; they had not acquired a word of 
"EngliCh, rhough they had learned 
"the language for [orne time, nor 

"of mythology, nor of geography;. 
" in bodily exercl[es they were equally 
" deficient, unable to run ten fteps, or 
II even to walk, or go down ftairs, with­
e, out being led by tbe hand. To there 
U latter circumftances all the world was 

" witnefs, as well as to their afi:oniOling 
I( vulgarity. Without appealing (0 tef­
w timony which the Abbe m:.iy confider 

" as fufpkious, I will mention the Duke 
" and Duehefs de Chartres, who were 
" extremely gr~ved and offended at it, 

" and 
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.. and who have fUll a perfed: remem­
" branee of it. I have faid tnat the 
u princes were liars, that is, the Duke de 
U Valois; for as to the other he was (0-

f( much below lies age, fo perfetl:ly in 
" his firft infancy, as to be incapable of 

" any thing. The Duke and Duehers 

" de Chartres will certify that the Duke 
" de Valois told lies continually and de­
" Iiberately, and fhis Journal incontefta.­
H bly proves it, as well as every thing, 
t. elfe that I have faid. The firft eigh­
t .. teen months are full of M. Lebrun's 
.. " eompl.a.ints" refpetling the falfehoou& 
4' and inventions of the Duke de Valois. 

" This vice, of all others the moA: mean 
" and deteftable, is of itfel£ fuffic~nt to. 

U enable me to fay, that a child has been 
" batfly edurtlteJj and we ought to (pare 

" no punilliment [().cradicate fa odious a 
, .. habit. For more 'han a year the 
" Journal hM made no mention of any 
lC lies OIl the part of the Duke de Valois; 

~, he. 
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fC he is therefore cmed of this fault, or 

f( at leaf!: it is no JO:1ger a habit; and if 
" at fix years old he rad been pUnlfhed 
cc for It, it would not helve exifted at 

"eight. 1 have [aId that he was tillliJ; 
" he was fo much [0 as nearly to flint at 

If the Tight of a dog"; he bad a thollCmd 

"other weakneffes and fcars, to which 

"MademOlfelle, thOtlgh younger, was 

"an entire {hanger: and thiS too is 
If proved by the J ouroa!, in which there 
" are various lelations of this nature in. 

" the hand-wl iting of M. Lebrun. Thus-
• 

cr does it appear, in [pite of all denials 
I 

cc and evafions, thlt every thing which I 
"have [aid is fCIUpuloufly true. If it 

* There ate c;erte.illly natural antipathiel Dot In-. 

c,olI!patible With courage, that 18 to fay. with COD. 

tempt of death. I knew a ?ery br~ve man Who. 
tUrned fide: at th~:11glii C>ra:aead~. It ~:bdw'~ 
ilk, l'eter'the Ct-eat ltif a'nattnl .'II~ t'() 
".. ;%tnt .'bt_~d"t_ tlti:s >kiodrof wcalmefs it 
'F~~b~):> ~~~}~(ia 18~ uIy thalli \fJ­
,~~ of flldl thin~ 

,,~ 
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" had not exifted, how could I prove, 

" not only that I have not concealed the 
" truth, but alfo thaC I have not exag­

(( gel ated it ~ When the Abbe thinks 

It proper to ebim my particular eonfi­

" denee, he muit let me fee tbat he is 

" better acqn.lIl1ted with the refpett due 

" to my perron, my character and my 
rc fituauon, and above all, that he has 

" more fincerity and regJrd to truth. 
" For the reft, I would dlfpenfe with hIs 
,. comphments, which I eUimate at !ittle 

"value from whatever quarter they 
" come, and which between him and me 
" are certainly tmfplaced; and I requeft' 
" him in future to fave hlll1fclf the rrou­
" ble of aflilring me that be bas a biglt 
" opinirm ~f my tlc£omplijhments. To my 
~, quefhQn relative: to M. Lebrun, the" 

" Abbe ¥eplies,. ,bat all be ffletJ1l.t was, 
'''t JIMI 1I/;.l.A.brH1I WH 1",,; hAppy.". I' 
~~ coul~ po( alo/e, i~a.&i¥df that, wbet1' 
·.'.hc £aid, M. ,~ lis JiM.ing' u1l1Jer'i 

"ft4. 
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" bis labours, his health is nearly dejJro)'ed ; 
" and when he requefted me 10 ajJiji bun 
"more effiflually, he only intended to 
" exprefs the idea that M. Lebrun was 
"not happy. The Abbe adds, that 

" tbree tours ltiJure wtll 110! ,o,,/er happz­
fr nep. This is not accurate) for .M. 
Ie Lebrun has more than three hours 

" leifure. In the morning he has at 
" leaft an hour unemployed, and four 
" times a w~k, including thl'S hour T 

" he has nearly len houys leifure a daYt 

"which is very different from tbr« • 
• , The Ab~ concludes with a very inti­

"dious expreffion. He fays,. tb.at he 
"could willi, particularly before the 
" princes, tbat 1 would treat my coad­

" jutors in a manner that implies greater 

"con6.dence in them. TIJis tends to. 

U iniinuate that 1 authorife tile princes t() 

•• feel for thefe gentlemen lefs refpect 

" than rheyought, which is the extreme­
" of iDj.uftM:e. I have given thefe gen-

u demcu. 



if lbt PritKu. l'S 

Cr domen every right over the princes 

" that I poffefs myfelf, of rewarding and 
" punilhing them, of depriving them of 
~r going to the play, lee". I know not 

" by what infatuation thefe gentlemen 
H haTe chofen not to avail themfelves of 
" this right, or at kaft not tef derive 
" from it [ufficient advantage. When­
" ever they nave complained to me, I 
CC have treated the children with the ut­
Ce roof\: feverity, a.nd I have continually 

u repeated to them that there gentlemen 
" are entitled to their confidC1lu, apn;o 7f, 

cCJllbmijfion and rejpeU, bflth on (l((fJ1t1It of 
" t.heir tIIer;f, aTfd the gratitude tbat is dut 
" to their frientlfhip and cares. All there 
~, things I have raid, and repeated iDeef-

'It Conccilljng that panilhmenta were calculated 
to tltcite in children a mtred of their tutOTl. they 
pc:rfiied ia leaving tm. d •• geroa. right, u tMy 
ftlpPQfed. to me. Inltnd of pWlithmentl, they 
multiplied long rermon.. by whic~ they tired the 
.children to death, and rendered tb:mfelvc. neither 
ulpeacd l10r cftccmcct. 

." fa.ntly 
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H fantly to the children, and in the pre~ 

'" fence of the gentlemen themfelves. 
~, The Journal abounds with proofs of 

" this, and the gentlemen affuredly wilt 

cc not deny it. Is it poffible for me to 

" give them more weight with the chil­

" dren' Is it paffible, when I talk in 
" this mannerto the chtldren before thefe 

«gentlemen, for the blackeO: malignity 

(( to fuppofe that I hold a different lan­
" guage to them in private, lnd thn<; de­

" liberately fet them an enmple of hy­
" pocrify and falfehood. Betide, In evel y 
u thing that regards myfelf, I treat thefe 
" gentlemen before the chlldren wit:1 the 

"moO: fcrupulous pohtenefs: but the 

'" children have obferved, during the 
~, whole winter, a very dIfferent example 

" in the conduct: of the Abbe towards 

" my mother and me. I alfo admit 
" thefe gentlemen into the company of 
" MademOlfdle, which I am under no 
" obligation to do, as I receIve at dInner 

" only 
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~c only my own family and mr intimat~ 
H friends. What can I do more! Muil: 
" I force myfelf to demonil:rations of 

" friendfbip? I know not how to a1fume 
"a falfe character, and I will never be 

" infincere for a moment. Be1ide it is 
" not at all ne<:e{[ary, at leail: not in. 
cc difpenfable, that the princes lhould. 
"[uppo[e there gentlemen to be my 
cc iBtlmate friends; but it is neceffary 
" they iliould believe that thefe gentle ... 
H men cordiJ.lIy approve of all that I di. 
" reet relative to their education, (ee in 
" tlm refpect with my eyes, entertain the 

H fame pnnciples with me, and do with 
" pleafure, and wIth a perfuafion of its 
" rea[onablcne1s and utility, every thing 
" on whIch we have agreed; it is neeee· 
"[ary thar the gentlemen appear to 
" thmk tlllt I ad only for the chIldren's 
u adva.ntage, and that they are fatisfied 
"with my conduct.; it is alfo neceifary 
~r on my parr, that! have~. before the 
,~ princes, the air of being convinced 

If that 
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N mat there gentlemen have a lQvt and. 
., affet\:ion for their pupils, that they 

cc cheetfully fecon<:l my ~ndeavourl, 

fC that the molt fincere el\:eem unites us, 
ee and that t ha~ the intereft of thefe 

" gl!Q11emen ftrongly at bean. This I 
" can fay, that on my fide all there dl1-
fi ties are fcrupuloully fulfilled, without 
4~ reluctance or difficulty. I beg M. Le­
'" brun to read the whole of this anfwer 
4" to the Abbe." 

&Jrm:ia" 2J .Aprill.,S,. 

NoJe 0/ the Abue GttyDt. 

IN the 1afi: two notes of the Countefs, 
che Abbe Guyot could ffn4 fufficient 
matter to make a large volume, fo man, 
things has {be faid which would require 
miDute explanation: he will be as brief 
as poffible. 

In refufl~g every mode of correfpon­
denet but the one (he hai efta.blifutd, of 

5 writin; 
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WfitlOg in this Journal, the Counters 
cites the political maxim, 'Word; jpolcen 
'Vanijh, words written remain: they would 

equally remain in private {ertel'S, and 

many inconvenien{;es, which may be 
embarraffing, would be avoided -. But ... 
th~ object of the Countefs, it [eems, is 
to fecure a magazine of confronted faCts 

to prevent [nch fllbterfuges as might 

afterwards be employ«d by way of apo­

logy. '}:O this the Abb~ replies in di. 

rea. terms, we {ball in no cafe ftand in 

need of apology; and if at any timt: we 
incur blame, we defire to be pardoned 

upon no other terms than ~hofe of the 

moll frank avowal. To conclude, he is 
obliged to remark that a [ufpicion ancl 
111l!l:rull of this fort muLl: be exceedingly 
painful to thore who co-operate in any 

affair, and very difgllfring to the princi-

* Private letters are lome .pieGes of paper whicb 
may be loft; aAd if a penon i\ really -defiroU8 of 
writing on there repara1e paper_, wby tbould he 
be averfe to writing in a Journal ? 

:VOL. I I. I pit 
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pal who employs them. The means of 
efcaping from [his firuation are exceed­

ingly eafy; nor is it poffible that the 
Countefs ihould dou bt of their efficacy J 

if file would do us the favour for a mo­
me~t to reflect on our franknefs and in­
tegrity 

The Countefs enters into minute de­
tails, to prove that the princes were ign~­
rant, a.nd almoft vicious when {he was 
p,laced at the head of their education. 
The Abbe Guyot could have wifhed that 
the had been pleafed to fpare him the 
ncccffity of explaining him[elf on [0 de­
licate a fubjeCl:; but the juftice which is 

due to the memory of the worthy man 
who had till then been their governor, 
and what he owes to himfelf, rendered it 
an abfolute law with him to [peak his 
fentiments in an[wer to the Countefs's 
fut1: note. In her fecond ihe feems to 

.. The objeB: of all there unmeaning words wae 
tlae rupprdlioo of the Journal; a work that waa al· 
way. dlfagreeable aQddiftreOing UI the Abbe. 

ur,&e 
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urge him to the proof of what he ad. 
vanced. This would be too tedious; he 
therefore contents himfelf with repeat­
lng, tha.t he perfifts in his alIerrions, of 
the truth of which he is perfectly COIl­

vinced 4!-. 

The Counters is aO:omfhed at the Abbe 
Guyot's telling hr, that he indulged 
himfe1f only 10 conjeCtures as [0 any ca.­
lumniolls repre{entatIOns tha.t mIght have 
been made to her. For the truth of this 

{he' appeals to Ins con{cience. 'VeIl 

then, in an{wer to tIllS cinl appeal, he 
frankly decl.l.res, that If~ in wrItIng. Ius 

letter, his imagina.tion fuggelled any in .. 
dlviduals capable of aaing fo contempLi-

* Th~ Abbe, it f«roB, could refute every thing 
I have [aid; he ackno\\ledges that it ill a duty which 

hr owei to the m~nlOry of his friend and to hirnfclf. 

to prove tbat I have been guilty of cxag~eratioll , 

but it oVould t>( /00 tedIOUS a tan{. and, in fpite of 
thefe jacr(a Jutin, "he therefore contents himfeV 
vlitla faying'th«t he ptTfnt:s in nis alfertions. -It if 
fcarcely pofliblc to carry the incon.litl:cncy of dll~li. 
cit1 to tl more palpable extreme. 

I 2. hie 
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hIe a part, it would be difficult for him 
to name the per[ons deferving the pre~ 

ference. But this was not the bufinefs; 
the bufine[s was to annihilate a fountain 
of injury, whIch, it rn.1Y be, exifted: he 
willied, without the burthen of methodi. 
cal eVld~ncel that his mind !hould fpeak 
to the mlDd of the Countefs; he thought 
merely of fcauering thofe clouds which 
darkened the juibfication of himfelf and 

his brother preceptor, and of colle:ling 
from all ql13rters the rays that might be .. 

flow Illftre on their caufe 
The Countefs agam adverts to the fim­

ation of M. Lebrun, of which the Abbe's 

own is a tolerably faithful refemblance. 

Whether they are with the princes or 
not, they are conftantly employed as men 
of honour, engaged in a bufinefs of im­
portance. Can the leifure time the 
Counters allows them enrtr into the cal­
culation of their happinefs? Is not the 

time they devote to their duties a.ccom ... 

.. What an aftouiihing i.aallce of bornhall! 

panied 
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plnied with continual inquiemdS!? They 
labour wIth all the ardour of the 11 ncere!! 
zeal, anu fcarcely ever receive the fhghtefi: 
mark of Gltls[act iun. Al'lions, words, 
filence, looks, every thing feems to an· 
nounce an habitual ulfcontenr. If a juft 
fcnfibllity maOlfe1l: itfdf, inrread t5f being 
appeared, it is rendered more painfl.ll by 
bilter c:ritJcifms and cenfurcs, as if it were 
a crime to wiCh to lhew ourfel yes )fre­
proachable. Here the Abbe Guyot 1l:ops; 
he is fearful thas. the intentiQn of ,om­
plaining will be afcribed to him. But 
no, he wiIi not, by an 1l1ftance of weak .. 
ne[s, diminiLh the merit of three years and 
a half of confiancy and courage; and he 
iliollid deem it a happine[s, If, by fuffer­

ing 1l:lll more, he could convince the 
Countefs that his character is worthy of 
efteem and confidence. 

The Countefs complains that during 
the whole winter he has behaved witll 
little civiJ.ity to the Barooc[s d' Andlau. 
A complaint of this kind-he did not ex-

13 petti 
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pea; it is the firft time in his life thar 
he has met with fuch a rep-roach, and he 

is not confciolls of having failed either in 

the refpeCt or civlhty due to the Baronefs. 

He lliall think himfelf greatly obliged to 

the COllnterS) Ifllie will Inform him when~ 
how, a:1d In wh:lt he has had the misfor­

tnne to negleCt duties, wrich the cufiorn 
~lf the world and his mode of ll.inking 

will ever render inviolable to him. Are 
there not In this, as in many other things .. 

conjeaures, mifinterpretations, and fuf­

pitions*? 

.. In eoofequeDce {If the Abbe', complaints, J had 
,tdatt.d, as h.lS been feen In the jO\lrn:tl, all the facts 
which the Abbe pretends to have forgotten. Thill 

difingenuity and thefe eternal repetitions, which have 
-oocafwned me ~he lors of time that was fo precious, 

JlWere the thlllgs 1l1011 aggra.vat.l1lg to roe. I !bowd 
have liked an~er and rudenefs mud:! bet.t~r than ilia. 
habitual f.lfehood, thefe vague, infid.ouli anfwers re­
plete with lies, and that fmooth hypocritical tone 

~rough which the bitter gall procluccd by pride and 

fitred pierced em, mftant. 

" Not,. 
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Monda)·, 2$ April Ii'S' 

}lote of Madame dc Genl:s. 

1fT HE Abbe rephes to myan[wers in. 
" a !lyle of mere declamatIon." 1 exhi­
" bit facts, WhICh it is impoffible to deny, 

" becaufe I have the proofs in my hands: 

fC the Abbe enters into no pal ticulars. I 

If have [aid, and I repeat it, that tij.e 

.' princ~ were ignor,m to a de~r~c" 
Ie below their years, grofs in their maQ­

" ners, llnpolite to an extreme, rlelicate, 
f~ llldolent, and addicted to lying. pC 
" all thefe affertlOns this Journal contaips 
" proof~; they are facts by no mean$ 

.' agreeable, and which I ihould nevet 

"have recalled to mind, if the Abbe 
" had not very inconfiderateIy forced ~e 
" to it, by appearing to blame the indul. 
" gence I now recommend, which he 
Ie thinks mconfifrent w~th the rigour a~4 
u punithmencs which I prefcribed' and 

I .. " em ployec1 
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If( employed during the fidE eight~n 

e, months. In the (arne manner al[o 

" have I been forced to compare the 
" tIme and pams I bellow on the princcs:J 

" with the time devoted to them by M. 

" Lebrnn and the Abbe; becal1fe I was ... 
• ' told by the latter of M. Lebrun·sfinking 
.e under hi] labcurs, and was requeued to 
" diminilb their weight. I boaft r.ot of 

'" what I do; but 1 cannot avoid anf wer­

" ing unjuft and inclifcreet remarks, and 

" tlnrearonable .eproaches. What does 
" the Abbe mean by faying, upon tbe 

." fubjctl: of what the princes were before 

" they were placed in my hands, that he 

" could with to be excufed from explain­

" ing himfelf on fo delicate a Jubjtfll 
" Does he (urpare that I am jealous of 
H the merit of M. Bonnard? I am not 

" vain; but neirher am I (0 humble as 
.e to fuppor£ my talents and knowledge 
U inferior ro his. Bccaufe M. Bonnard 

" w.as indebted to me for his place, his 
cc forrunc .. 
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Ie fortune, his wife, and, after his refig­

" nation, for a penfion, fuch as no fub. 
" governor, who had completed a courfe 
.. of education, ever obtained; and after­

" wards repaid all tbefe benelirs with ha­
ec [red; does the Abbe [llppo[e me to 

" harbour re[entment againft him '? He 
" has then forgotten that M. Bonnard's 
" family applied to me this winter to ob­
" tam from the Duke de Chartres a peD­

" fion for his children; that I folicited 
" the favour with earneftnefs, that Iob­

" tained it, and thlt I /hewed the Abbe 
" the Duke de Chartres' letter, m wllle!} 
" he fays, that from the lively inJtrejf 1 feel, 
" and tbe urgt1l1cy of m.,v joliet/a/ion, he eaultl 
" not refuje the favour, &c. Another indif­

H ereet expreffion of the Abbe compels 

"me to boaft, and to remind him of 

"things which mua certainly be very 

" unpleafant to him Wo. How can the Abbe 

* And fo perfeCtly true are they tllat he has DOt 

ken able to deny them w1his Journal. in wWch are 

all hi, anfw., written wi~h his own hand. 
I .; ,,~ 
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cc a:!k me wb<\t inftances I have to allege 

" agninft him of want of politenefs to my 
-c, mother and me, when 1 have related 

" all the circumftances in this Journal, 

~, in a very long article, which I know 

" \fas read to him by M. Lebrun, agree· ... 
cc ably to my reqneft? The complaints 

cc which I then made in anfwer to com· 

~, plaints (for in what relates merdy to 

&, myfelf nothing but this {hall provoke 

"me to 'Complam) were not vague ex­

'" preffions, bllt pofinve fath, witnelfed 

'CI by Madame Nanfollti. and all the chil­

tc dren, who made a jeft of the Abbes 

f rudenefs, and on whom I rigoroufiy 
., impofed filence the moment I was ac­

<41 quainted with the circumftance.-The 
" Abbe, incapable of advancing a fingle 
" faa that has any ev Jdence [0 fupport 

u it, ha-s re(ourfe to recrimination, and 
·cr fays, in his loofe way, that I amfilent. 
~, Towards hIm I dj[charge ever duty 01 
., p()litenefs, though he has frequently 

5 "and 
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!' and publicly difpenfed with them to­
" wards me: when he comes I a1k. him 
" how he does; at table I alk. him to 

" part<lke of every dlili; if he relates & 

~, ftor}' or an anecdote, I ;un the firft to 

., appear interdled 1I1 the relation If,; it 
~, is at any race llnpoffible that T {bould 

" owe 1um more than this. As to M. 
(C LehfllO, in whom I have ever found at 

U leaH. fillet clYllity and that amiable ~Dd 
" obliging politenefs for Wl1ich he is di£­
" tingui!hed, who has neither Ill.humour, 

"pedantry, nor caprice, it is impoffible 
" for me to behave to him, before others, 
" with politenefs only: private difeon­
" tent may infllJence our femiments : bot 
" unaffeC1ed, gentle,amiable m;tnners will 
" always prateaus fl~m the trivial ~orti­
" fieatlon that might otherwiCe arife frq(Jl 
" the not bei~~ treated with partiality, 
" and the not infpiring in thofe with who;n 

• And certainly thi. requires DO fmall !hare o£ 
politenefs. 

16 we 
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" we have intercourfe a defire to pleare 
H us. Befide I have [aid, and I repeat 

Ci it, that I filall ne\'er ceafe to intereft 

" myfelf for M. Lebrun. All thefe relt­
U fons ought to convince (he Abhe that 

" the Iaft reproaches he has made, re­

" fpectlng my behaviour to there gentle .. 

" men, arE' totally unfounded, and [hat I 
" have paid them innumerable attention~ 

"and a fludied civility, with which a 

C( thoufand others in my fituation wcmld,. 

" not unreafonably, have difpenfed.~· 

NGte of Madame d# Gentis. 

" I F I were a perfon fond of maintain-
(f ing the rights of my place, I {hol.lld 
,e here tell M. Lebrun, that he has no­

U bufinefs to make any obfervaclons, or 
It gi've any kind of reproof where J am, 

If refpeeting things that pars in my pre .. 

U fence: but I bave no defire of main­

~' taining my rights, unlefs when I deem 

" them 
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" them to be advantageous to rheeduca. 
" tion in which we are engaged; and· I 
"therefore leave thefe gendemen pep.. 
" fealy at liberty co repr{)ve upon aU 

"occafions. 1 wille only oW-erve, that, 
u as 1 let nothing pafs wi[h9~ blame 

" which I pen:eive to- be wrong in the 
" conduct of the children, if there gentle­
"men refume the fubjeCt in private" 

" double letl:ures will be given for the 
" fame fault;. which may appear to ~he 
" princes as tirefome rather than' proper 

tc and uleftll. It ts poffible however that 

" I may have a momentary forgecfulnft(s 
" of a fault which I have feen, and then 

" the leCture of thefe g~ntlemen would 
" be well placed; but this is very f::1.r¢, 

" and was not the cafe in the mftance to 

"which I refef, fince M. Lebrun faw 
"and heard me reprove the Duke de 
"Valois. I did not after dinner revive 
II fo trifling a fubjetl: ; a word at the time 

" was fuJliclent;. for indeed leowing on. a 
" chai.r 



04' chair does not merit a [ermon (everdI 
'-' times repeated. In our converjations if 
., IIftrious nature let us talk only of hu­

." manlty, benevolellce, gentlenefs, fin­
" cemy, firmnefs and dignity: by not 
Al layiQg firefs on trifles, we acquire {he 

cc power of perfuacimg in thIngs of im­
" po['[an~e.''' 

Not! 0/ tbe 4/;/;; Guyot. 

W HEN the Abbe Guyot wrote his 
'Very long letter to juftify Imnfelf and M. 
Lebrun from the blame thr~wn on them 

by the Countefs in the Journal of educa­
tion, he expeCted not the firange anf wers 
'''hieh he has reeeit:ed. He honeftly fup­
pofed that he had to do with a fuperior 
who would be eager to accept their jufti­
fication. and would be chacmed r..o find 
herfelf obliged to beftoW' praife inftetd of 

blame. 



·lfhePr~" 

blame •• The Countefs has convinced 

him how greatly he was mifiaken. He 
will frill however continue to form hi,. 
condua on that opmion, which alone is. 
honourable to the Countefs, and confola.! 

tory [0 her coadjutors. The ..... Abbc is. 
about to put an end to the obfervatlo~, 

which the preceding notes of theCountefs 

rendered indlfpenfable: her b.ft ftops his. 
pen. He will only fay, that the irritable 

I' 

temper of the Counters, aftomiliing as it 
js, will not prevent him from refpeCl­

fully and civilly appealIng againfl: all the 
unfounded accu[atIOns {he may mak,~, 
and that he will never conceal the tr~lr • 
when honour and Juftice call upon hUp 
to [peak j[ t. 

* To hue bdl:owed this praife, tbe Abbe D-.ft 
have convinced me that I was wrOgg to complain. 
His anfwer has beea fe.n. 

t That is to fay, he will go on to declaim in hi. 
-Tague manner, without advancing one arg~ 
witlwut aJkging a (Ingle pei~~ ... e tdUJnOJlY, p4. 
without ~iving aay anfwi:r to faa. the truth of ~f,a 
'it dClijonlllilted, and which he if unaOle to dcDy. 

" Noll 



Note of Madame de Genii!. 

• To pofitive fatts, related in the mi­
., nuteft manner, the Abbe has nothing 

" to reptyt but that I wriceflrmzg,!a1ywers, 
n and that my temper is irritable. If ever, 
~I when retired from the world, I ihouTd 
c( take it into my head to exhlb~t tillS 
" Journal, or to publilh it for tht In· 

'1' ftrucbon of the govelnors of .1Jlilll.e~J 
~f the pubhc will be able to judge on 
., whofe fide cmth and rearon lie. As 
IC we frequently fee our own caufe in a 

n paniallight, r will wait, if I lIve I~ng 

'" enough, for this judgment to deter­
" mine mine. I beg M. Lebrun to (hew 

tc this thort paragraph to the Abbe." 

JPttlnrJdtly, 25 May qSS. 

,W HEN I entered the apartment of 
the princes) a little before feven o'doc~, 

6 ~.Pau~ 
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M. Paulin informed me that the Duke 
de Monrpenfier had had a reftlefs night; 
that when he awoke his tongue was 

very black, that he complaiRed of a pain 
in his lower jaw an~ his eaf; that M. 
Alyon had been fent fOf, who found the 
prince to be a little feverilh, and recom­
mended that he thould drink forne weak 
fyrup of vinegar; and that.a little cotton" 
dipped in oil of lilies, !hould be put into 

his ear. Thefe direCtions were obferved. 
As the prince had rifen, he was left in 
an eary-chair, with M. Paulin or de Lille 

to attend him. 

'Ibe fame Day. 

DURING this time the Vifcount de 
Valence and his lady arrived, and an­
nounced that the Duke de Chartres woula. 
be here to dinner. From the defire !hewn 
by the Duke de Montpenfier to dine with 

.. papa, and from what M. Alyon had 
raid 
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{aid (that the Countefs was informed of 

it), I thought proper, that I might take 
Ilothing upon myfelf, to fend to the 
CoufHefs to a1k. her in ~entions on thi~ 

head: though the Duke de Ch,lftres 
was arrive.d, and, as he embraced his 
chlldfen, had [aId to the Duk.e dt: Mont­
penfier that his dimng with h;ffi would 
give him pleafure, I civilly iequefted 
M. Paulin to carry my meifage to the 

Countefs. He appeared [0 go tc. her;. 
but I wa.s not a little furprifed to fee him 
return a minute after, feemingly Ql..t of 
humour, to tell me,. that, \Ipon I efl.eCl:ion,. 
he did not think it hIS buliners, and he 
would not go: Though I could not but 
be difpleafed with fuch behavl.our, parti­
cularly before the princes, I merely re­
plied that it was very well, intending to 
take forne future opportunity of inform­
ing the Counters ot this, as I was not 
willipg to importune her with my com· 

J11aints at a time when it would have dif. 
turlled 
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turbed the pleafure {he was enjoying with: 
the Vifcount and Vifcountefs de Valence. 
When the Duke de Valois went with 

hIs brother to join their papa, who was 
fuppofed to be in the gallery, I faw M. 
Paulin coming out wi.t:h the Counters, 
who [aid to me before every bod1' tbat 
it was aflenifbing I hlld not conjidered that 
the Duke de Montpen!ier was very unfit 
to come down flairs; that he thoulddine 
in his chamber; tbat befKie, if I had ant 
thing to fay to her, her door was always 
open to me, EUld I might come to her 

lDyfelf, without fending Paulin.. 

Note of Madame de Genlis. 

leN OTHING can be lefs accurate tpaD 
" the preeeding account as fat a~ it J'e­
u fpeth m,(e1f. M.Paulin infDrmed~ 
.H dlat it had been deClded by th~ D,.ke 
,U de Chartres and M. Lebrun that. 
U Duke de MOJrtpentier fhould dine be­
~ low ; 1 beard 1\Q.J11..are, ~ I was in.lv.ite-

"to 
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H to go down ftairs. In the gallery I 
H found M. Lebrun and the Duke de 
U Monrpenfier, and I told the latter th:tt 
" he was not wen enough to dme below; 
" then, recollecbng that M. Lebrun had 
" decided otherwife, I added, out of rC"­
~, fpeet to him, andJurely M. Lebrun thtJIKS 
(( tiS 1 do) that you art nol fit to ((;'fJU belflw. 
" M. Lebnm anf wered to this in [ueh a. 
" paffion that he could [carcdy upfefs 
.Ie himfelf: what he faid was;> that M. 
'~ Paulin had refufed (0 come and fpea.k. 
" to me upon the fubjeCt j and I l'eplied, 
" tha.t ~y door was always open, and I 
" was alway. r~ady to hear any thing' he 
" had to fay, particularly any occafional 
'" quefiions rela.t:ive to the bufincfs of 
~~ education. I had even the civility to 
U add, lha.t I WtZS natulIlly illdined [0 bear, 
~f and to be periUaded by him in cafes of 
., 'his fort :: but mrattention ami civility 
., >VJere both 1011 on M. LebrUl~, who 
_IC 'Was frill in .. paffion when I left him ;. 

-u ud, 1 may fa.y, oue' of his reafow.. 

" However. 
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" HQwever, as he had jun: told me that 

" Paulin had refufed to bring his mef­
U [age, I took an opportunity after din .. 

" ner of [peaking to Paulin. I declared 
" to him jn a very feriol1s manner, that 
"[uch conduct was extremely wrong, 
" rhat it admitted of no excufe, and I 
tc pofitively infilled that nothing of a 
"fimilar nature might ever happen 
" again ." 

ThurjJay. 26 May 178S. 

4cN aT having had time to look into 
u the Journal for thefe fix days pall, I 
(r was ignorant tbat the Duke de Valois 

" had had difputes with the Abbe, and 
U had been guilty of the impertinence of 
c.& teUing M. Lebrun that what he {aid 
" was incredible; in ilion, that he had 
.'$ failed in politenefs, refpeCt and obe· 
" dience to thefe gentlemen. Such fa.ults 
" lball not go unp·Jnilhed. The firft 
~ilme the Duke de Chartres comes here, 

" the 
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"''' the Duke de Valois {hall dine and fup 
.. alone in his -chamber. I am, on other 
fl .accounts, greatly diffatisfied with him 
Cc fince his late indilpoficion: he is ex­
.~, tremely indolent, and does nothing 
c;t wi~h aetivity; but I punilh him par­

f'C tirularly for his difrefpeCl: to there 
4( gentlemen; and for the next com-' 
~c plaint I hear of this kind, the punifu. 

'" ment lhall be more fevere, ahd I will 
C( treat him as a child or fix years okt 
c'l defire M. Lebrun to read this article 
.. , to him." . . . . . . . 

Frida,;z7 MaJ 1785" 

"'M • LEBRUN fays, tba[ he willies 
cc to prDfit by the Englijh and Italian lrjJonS' 
" that the prince, n'cetve. This has the 
" air of a jeft. Previous to his connee: 
"' tion with the princes, be had under­
.c !tood and fpoken the Englilh language' 
" for feverai years: he has fince profited 
" by their leffon. for three yeatS anh 

cc half, 
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.~ half, and betide lives conftantly in the 
" foeiety of their mafter. He certainly 
H theu~fore knows as much Englilb as it 
" is pOffible to learn. As to the Italian. 
H he has been prefent at their leffons for 
" more than a. year; and he may alft> 
" be prefent every day a.t dinner, when 
'" no other language is fpoken. Under .. 
cc franding Latin, l1e cannot, with the 
~c affifhmce he has received, but know 
'" Italian, at leaft fufficiently to be able 
U to rrnder himfelf perfect mafter of it 
'" in a very little time, if he has any de­
'" fil e. The leifons are given in my 
'" chamber, becaufe I wilh to pr~fide as 
u much as poffible in fludies of which 
'" I c.nceive myfelf to be a competent 
U judge .... 

• All this arofe from that illcurable jealoufy which, 
uufed thClI), to be difpL:afcd with my undel1:ak.illg 
(0 man'1 thiDI.&. 

THE 
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Same Day. 

THE Duke de Montpenfier has re­
'turned me my Journal, and I have read 
with attention the Countef-s's three notes. 
To the firfl: I anfwer, that I wrote what 
raifed exaCl::ly as I raw and heard it. I do 

not dllown that I WJ.S moved, but I am 
perfuaded any other perron would have 
been equally fo in my place; :i.nd~ not­
withftanding the government I endeavour 
to obtain over myfelf, I Will not promife 
tl1at I {hall behave differently in timilar 
circurnftances. It is for ~his reafon I have 

entreated the Counters always to fpeak to 
mein private, and not beforea.ll the world. 

I {hall read to the Duke de Va)o!s the 

fecond note which concerns him. 
On the fubjett of the third, I beg leave 

to affure the COllnters that I never per­
mit myfelf to jeft on :lny thing relative 
to the bufinefs of edacation, and that, in 

th~'lnftance in queftioo, my words were 

meant 
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-meant to expre[s the zeal and good will 
which always animate us. 

Nott of .il1adame de Gel/lis. 

«I CANNOT promife that I !hall not 
" again occafion in M. Lebrun, when 
" I think I have reafon to complain of 
" him, ftmilar fcnfations to what he caIJ.s 
tc being moved, but what appeared to me 
C': to be panion. When I have any corn­

u plaint to make 1 mention it to him only 

'"' in private; but this was not the LaCe 

H here; I did not complain, I made no 
(' k.ind of reproach: ~1. Lebrun Was in 
" a pallion with Paulin, ar,el this paffion 
r. very unjufrly vented icfdf againfl: me:' 

• 

SatrmL,y, 2.8 May 1785. 

Note of Madame de Gmtis. 

" I HAD not time yefrerday to write 
"..in this Journal a. remark, to which I 

VOL. H. K " requeft 
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4c requeft M. Lebrun to pay feme atten­
H tion. Yefterday, at the chemical lec­

" tLJres) M. Lebrun gave the Duke de 
" Valois hiS tea, which he recei ved with • 

• , out nfing from hiS fea.t, and contented 

H hlmfelf with faying, 1 thank you. I faid 

" culdly to the Duke de Valots, as M. 
" Lebrun heard, that it was inconceiv­
H able, when M. Lebrun had the civility 
"to help him, that he 010uld exprefs his 

" oblIgation no otherwlfe than he would 
" to a valet de chambre. "Vh .. t I have 

" to obfervc""to M. Lebrun i3, that he 
U lhould never futTer fuch rudenefs, even 
~, in a tete 11 tete. When I am alone with 
H the children, 1 never permIt them to 

iC drmK, fitting by my fide; or to negleCt 
" the fllg,hteft token of the refpect that 

" J5 due to mc. I have already a tho'..1-
" fand times obferved that M. Lebru'l 
" difpenfes with ail thofe m.llks of re­
" [peB: which a young man owes his tu­

"tors. Yefl:erday again, when he gave 

" fome drink to the Duke de Montpen-
U fier, 
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t-!: fier, he prevented him from rifing: if 
"" I had not wifileJ to aVOId a le1fon con­
>C' tradlCl:ory to a permiffi0n given by M. 
" Lebrun, I would have told the Duke to 
" rife from his [eat and take what M. Le­
" brun prefented to him, and would have 
~, made him go to the door and drink. 

H It is M. Lebrun's mild and indulgent 

" difpofitlOn that leads him to per:nic 

" there trifling freedoms; but they are 
" in my opinion every way dangerous, 
" and calculated to dlmimfil the refpeCl: 

" whIch is due to thefe gentlemen from 
" lhe prillCCs -

" TillS evening I received a letter of 
" four pages flOm the Abbe Guyot, who 
.. , fays, that he cannot conform to '" nung 

." There is a pleafing familiarity which produce. 
't:afe and friend{hip; and there 15 a rude famdlari~1 

which begets contempt. We may howt:ver .Iud' 

Qught to permit in a pupIl of fourte~n or fifteen YCd! s, 

what mull: not be tolt:ratl'd whilt' he is fblI ;II< II ','"t; 

thefe {hades are delicate, and difficult to c,Itch; 

and in this rcf~a I wIll ,enture tv fa:;. t"dt womCll 
in general have a dlfcernment wlm.h IS \""lltlllg III 

meR. 
Ka " in 
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to in this Journal, as I h~we requefled. 
" He will at leall: permit me to take th11 
" mode ofanCwering him .... 

"The Abbe complains in {hong 
"terms of my interfering in [he reli. 
ce gious inll:ruClion of the princes. This 

" complaint comes very late, as I have 
U conftantly attended to it ever fince I 
cr had the charge of their educationt. 
c, They have no extracts of f.lcred hlf. 

" tory but what I have made [..)r them: 

" when I gave them Cuch extracts two 
" years and a half ago, the Abbe l"'1ade no 
" complaint; when I cold the Abbe and 
" wrote feveral times in this J ourna), that 

" I was reading a comfe of f.lcred hiflory 

" with them, he made no complaint. I can 

" prove by the Private Journal of my 
" readings with the prInces, that, fince the 

" pel iod they were fira entrufted to my 
c, care, I have read to them npwards of 

.. It fUlely require. patience to bear this fl:rang~ 
ebftinacy. 

t But ill humour increafing daily, cavil. were 

.ulti'plied. 
" twenty .. 
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" t\\enty-fi\·e volumes of facrcJ biftory 

" and leligious books, and that of thefe 

" twenty·fi vevolllmes we are advanced as 

" fa.r as the twelfth for the third time. Be­

" fide, I have made from all there works 
" particular extraCts, not tur them to learn 

" by heart, bllt WhlC\ I read to them 

« very frequently. I can in the fame 

" manner prove, that I have with almoO: 
" equal regularity given them leifons in 
cc geography, though I gave my per­
ce million to Prieur, whQ was already in 

" poffellion of the employment, to in­

" {huB: them in this fcience, and for :& 

"much berter rear on approved of {he 
" exertions of tbe Abbe for {he [arne pur­
H pofe. This did not prevent me from 

"reading to the pnnces what I con­
H ceived to be the beft geographical 
" works, and, in ih;)rt, I think I have a 
cc right to teach them every thing I know 

" and of wbich I am capable: a right 

" fo natural that for three years and a 

K 3 " half 
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" half the Abbe has never once thoug?i~ 

" of difputing it. The firft inftruCl:ion 
" I gave them was a relrgiolts injtrutltonj 
" which J m:tde them learn by hearr af' 

ee Saint Cloud. The Abbe did not then 

cr comphin; and he 113S feen me conti. 

ce Due the [,1me office without betraying 

U the lean: fYl11ptom of his regarJmg I~ 

" as an ufilrpatlOn : on the contrary he ha. 

H a thou[,.1nd times repeated, that he was 

" fully pel fuadcd I had a right to take 

" upon myfelf every branch c.f tuition. 

" when I thollght proper; and it i.o; now' 
C4 [he Abbe fays for the firft that no onC 
" has any concern in the religiom. in ... 
" firuction of the princes but himfelf. 

CI He adds that it is the duty of a pre ... 

"ceptor. Doubtlefs it ie:, becaufe nO 

" governor is defirous of taking the trou­

" bIe, and becaufe a governor fond of 

" company and addiCted to pleafure and 
" dlflipation, would be very incapable of 

" giving fuch inftruClion. If the Abbe 
!' is difpleafcd that I meddle witb .1.". 
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"religious infrruCtion of the princes) 
.~ why is not M. Lebrun aleo difpleafed 
~, (hat I h.we: tak.en upon me to teach 
" them hIliory ~ What governor hitherto 

" ever troubled himfe1f about giving 
" 1effons? I am not therefore to be 

"compated to a governor. J had no' 
~, interefted or ambitious views in accept­

" ing my place; it has occafioned no 
" change, abfolutely no clunge in my 
" conditIOn: I have defired nothing bm:. 
It the fovereign difpofal of the chtldrell 

" whom friendlhip confided to my care: 
lot to devote to them ,,11 ..... ']' Mtcnlioll 

...... ..t LUe: few taienC;5 I peifefs, is a faciC. 
Co( faetion fufficiently juft, and pllrlhllfed 

" by facrificei fufficie.otly great, for it nor 
,~ to be difputed. The Abbe fays., that 
" he cannot give up the moll: important 
" of his funCtions, and the maft effential 
U point of infl.ruftion, that which relates 
H to religion. And becaufe it is the 

k eifemial point, ought I to renounce itJ 

K 4 " or 
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H or to be lees atl:lched to it? If I be .. 

"lieve myfelf to polIe(s the talent of 

" painting rellgion [uen as it IS, confola­

" tory, indulgent, and neceff:uy to hap­

"pIDefs, can I have the complai[.mce 

" which the Abbe requires of me? The 

" Abbe jnfins, obferving th:n it isfor 
H tbe gead of tbe edu(atlon in vv hich we are 

u engaged. 1 will reply, £Inee he com­

" pels me to it, with as lirtle modefty • 
• , that my works have proved that I 

(C know how to fpeak of religion fo as to 

~'render it amiable. I underftand it 
~. pc:rfo&ly, r have already in the 
"courfe of my life prepareu ~ ... " ~I...:J 

" dren (my own) for their firf!: eemmu­
"nion. 1 have finee had much expel1-

" ence, and made many refleetions. In 

" fine 1 have wntten a work on the [ub­

" jetl: of preparation for the firlt com­
" m1.mion, which I {hall certainly pllb~ 

~' l~) and which has been read and ap-
" prO'fJ~~ 
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" proved by a. doCtor of the Sorbo nne-. 

" Many reaCons have induced me to de .. 

U fer its publication; but I mean to 

" make ufe of it with the Duke de Ya'" 
"lois by following a plan of reading 
" fuited to itolt • It is not cherefore for 

" tri vial reafons that I have referved to 

~, myfelf the right of preparing him for 

" his firft communion.. 1 have retktl:ed 

" on and ftudied the fubject fo much, 
" that J believe a perfon wIth talents flL .. 

" perior to mine would not difcharge 

U the talk fo wen~ The- Abbe fays that 

" he (hall lofe all c<:>nfideratwn with the 
~, princes, if I take upon myfelf this of. 
" £lce: bm I again obferve, that It will 

* When I publitbed this work I gave it a dir­
ferent title, viz. Rc:ligion conIidered as the only 

Balis of Happinefa and true Philofophy ; and I be: 

lieve the Abbe would not have written a better 
performance, fince the firfl edition was fold in thir­
teen days, and in the ,"oune of four years three 
.thers have been publilhed, bdide a great number 
Qf fpurioul editiool. 

KS ,'- be 
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~ be nothing new to them; t11ey have 
" always received from me religi6u.! in­

" ftruflir;n.s, infinitely longer and more 

" minute than what they have received 
"flOm the Abbe. They entertain a 
~, very jufl: idea of my fitllation (w hich I 
H explained to them myfelf at the com­
H mellcement of my connection with 
f( them): this idea is, that r am not 

" confined to any particular objeCt, that 
tC I am at liberty to undertake whatever 
cr I am capable of teaching wirhout any 

" perfons having a right to be dlipleafeu 
H at it; that it is not from dlfl:rufr of the 

" abilities and talents of their tutors, that 
" I take npon myfelf fo many things, but 
" folely for my own fatisfactioo, and be­

U eaufe I derive a pleafure from dedicat­
" ing to them all my time. Such is 
" their opinion: it is fimple, it is juft, 
H and it has nothing in it that can hurt 
" the feelings of the Abbe.'~ 
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Sum/ay. 10 July 17 8,­

.J..f\. T noon the princes attended mars,­
and on their return, at h:llf after twelve 
they wrote to their friend. On this oc­

calion the Duke de Valois gave two 
proofs of economy, firft in deliring M. 
Paulin to give his brother common pa­
per only for his rough copy, not letter 
paper; and fecondly in not choofing that 

his letter lhould be Cealed left his friend 
{bould be charged with double poftage. 

I made fome remarks to him on the firrt 
inftance of economy, of which we fee, 

with regret, frequent figns that we do 
not think becoming in a pri~ce. I can­
trafted with this fame of his fancies in 

which alone he ought to be an econo­
milt. 

"T 
Nou oj Madame de Genlis. 

HIS is giving them very falre no .. 
• f( tions, and I beg that thefe common-

K 6 place 
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(f place remarks, which have been the 
c, means of forming f,) many bad princes~ 

Ie may not be repealed. Without the 
" obfervance of economy we ca.nnot be 
" generous, and in infancy it is in trifles 
"alone that there is an opportunity of 
" being economical ~ let him therefore­

"be frugal of his paper) as he can at 
'c prefent be [0 of nothing eife, Nei­
ce ther is it judicious to- tell him~ that~ 
" infiead of being economical) he would 
(C do better to abridge his fancies,. as it 
" is itnpoffible to convince hJm of this. 

t' It is in reality much more rcafon­
e,( able to be frug.al of things that 
,,(, afford us nO pleafure, and are nei­
" ther profitable Dar pleating to others, 
'e than to deny ourfdves a gratifica.­
"tion. Falfe morals corrupt the mind 
U becaufe they are founded [olely on 
., prejudices. 1 rCl}ueft M. Lebrun,. 

H when he gives letrons in future, to 
tI ,onfulI only his own mind, which will 

" guide 
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" guide him right, a.nd never to repcat~ 
" without reflection, the trivial and dan­
H gerous maxims,. which, have become 
u proverbial in the houfes of princes.."· 

N,le 01 Madame de Genii! •. 

" FOR this fault*, which is a very (e­

t, rious one~ a reprimand is not ftlfficient;. 
" fome puniLhment mull: be inflifud: 1 
" have given complete power in thi, 
" refpect to thefe gentlemen. A public 
H punin.ment however {bould not be in­
" fliaed, becaufe at the age of the Duke· 

" de Valois It would injure his fenfe of 
" honollr; but it ihould be lOme mora!' 
" one that he is capable of feeling (enG •. 
" bly, that of behaving extremely cold 
II to him for feveral days in private,. 

" &c." 

Sunday, 7 Augrifl I7'r. 
"1 STRONGLY .cufpea: that this. 

• An evafigll to acwe l fault. 
. " walking 
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"' walking in his lleep is all a trick!lf. 
,~ He. tJroje, jat dow1t; pltl on hi; guetres, 
"&c. This is g.oing a great way: Pau. 
" lin muD: nol be fuifered to talk to him 
'" of thefe particulars~,and to relate them 
" as very extraordmary things. When 
u the prince introduces the fubJecr, he 
"iliould be t-old that tales of this kind 
" are very tirefome ; that for a perfon to 
u walk in his fleep is nothing wonder­
U ful ; that it is a fad and troublefome 
" thing; and that if it continues, the re­
" medy of which I fpoke yefterday muil 
"be employed. This £hould be faid 
" carelefsly, \\ithout appearing difple1.f­

It ed, or fufpcCling his lincericy, &c.t" 

* And I was right. Among children it is a very 
eommon trick, of which the perfoni about them are 
g~nerally the dupeJ. Hence all thore wonderful 
hiftories of fomnambtrlifl:s j which are, for the moll: 
part, nothing but fables. 

t This counfel wat followed, anel he W88 cured of 
walking in hia lleep. 

WITH" 
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WITH refpeCl: tathe note ofyefterday, 
I mud fay to the Countefs that I confrder 
myfelf as very unfortunate in expreffing 
my ideas fo badly that I a,m not under-­
Rood. 

As to the phrafe with which the con­
cludes her note, I iliall merely fay, that I· 
do not think I deferve it, inafmuch as I 
have not told the Countefs in my Jour­
nal that {he had blamed my conduCt; 
I only employed with the princes the ex­
premon {be mentions, that they might 
another time do inftantly what I deftred. 
them, and to prevent their friend from 
blaming me for what they would do in. 
fpire of me*'. 

NOTE 
.. Thefe gentlemen were fometimes difobeyed be­

aufe they perfifted in preaching, chiding and pout­
ing, inftead of punifhing; and M. Lebrun, who 

thought, 110t without reafom, that I ought before the 

printcl never to. appear di({'abaned wlth him, made 
them 
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Note of Madame de Genlis. 

" IF M. Lebrun did not fuppofe me to 
"have blamed h1m, he ought not to 
" have faid it to the Duke de Valois; 
" fuft, becaufe it was deviating from 
" truth; fecondly, becaufe;t was giving. 
" the Duke de Valois a falfe idea, by lead­
" ing him to conftrue as blame what was 
" not [0; which is calculated at the fame 
" time to render him captious, a fa.ult 
U infuppoftable in fociety· " 

Another Note, Sunday, 14 AuguJ1. 

U I ENQUIRED yefterday of the 
" princes what prayers they were made 
"to fay: I underftood with furprife, 

them believe a thing that was falre, that I had blamed 

him: at the fame time had I really blamed him, he wonta 
have taken it very much amifs ill anyone that lholl1d 

have told thc:m fo. All this is not vt:ry confident. 

It And of which my la/fealtieS made me feel tire 
iHonveniclli!c nery day ... 

~ thaI: 
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U that the Abbe Guyot, hitherto charged 

"foldy with this office, had never 
" thought of giving even one additional 
" one to the Duke de Valois in the year 
" in which he is to communicate for the 
" firO: time. I acquaint the Abbe how­
" ever, that for the future I {hall take 

"upon myfelf the buGnefs of chooC· 
"ing, augmenting, &c. their prayers. 
" I beg M. Lebrun to read this a.rticle 
" to kim." 

Tbll,fday) 18 Augo/J 171;:. 

Note oj Madame d, Genlis. 

" To a.nfwer four lines, the Abbe re­
" qUl, -~ four days of refleetion, and fiUs 
" four pages ot Ial!:,,,, p"oer. He writes 
" an endiefs differtation to pro\'<> that 
"children lhoulQ not be made to fay 
" long prayers. To what purpoCe is this 
" declaration> Who difputes any fuch 
" point with him ? Would not anyone­
H fuppofe that I kad enjoined the princes. 

" a prayet 
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" a prayer of at leafr half an hour? In­
"ftead of thIs I have given them 
"a prayer of half a page, of three 
"minutes length, and which po1fe1fes, 

" a merit that many people have not in 

"wliting letters, the merit of: faying 
~, many things to the pmpo[e in very 
"few words; for this excellent prayer 

" is a. complete recapitulation of all the­
re duties of a Chriflian, and of an honeft 
" and focial being. In fine, the p-rinces 
" faid fuch prayers only as children of 
" five years old are taught to f~y, with .. 
" out any thing having been added to. 
" tReIn fince, which ought to have been' 
" done at [even and eight, independent 
cc of the firfi. communion. Th... HOuce 

n given of this fi,.fl. ~ommunion did not 
" indu~C the Abbe to make the Duk.e 
U fay a fing.le a.dditional word. I ma.ke 

f' him repeat a prayerthree minute&long; 
" this the Abbe thinks too much : and 

" I, for my part, think his diife&tioll' 
~ on long prayers fuperfiuous.. The 

" Abbe 



1/ the PrinctJ. ! It 

ti Abbe then fays over again the fame 
"things he had befOIc faid to me, on 
" my wilhing to prepare the Duke de 
" Valois for his firfl: communion. All 

" thefe I had already anfwered in the 
" fulleft manner. It is aftomiliing that 
" the Abbe, having offered no obJeC'tion~ 
" no contradIction, as in reality there 
"was none to advance, lhould two 
H months after fend me a copy of his 
"former letter, without making the 
" leaft mention of the reafons I had af­
" figned for my conuuB:, and this among 
" the reft: that I had deeply refleeted 
" on the nature of preparation for the 
c, fira communion, that I had compofed 
" a complete treatife upon the [ubjeCt, 
" which had been approved hy a doelor 
" of the Sorbonne, which I intended to. 

" read to the Duke de Valois, and one 
" day to publiIh. To all this the Abbe 
" makes no reply. Though he h;t" -­
" ver tboovnr Il.y-- ". .-.uJect, never 

.. _ .. ,ca. "l1.ngle line, never formed 

" aJlT' 
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(~any plan refpecting it, he imagines 

cC that I illall facnfice my trouble, my 
" labour, my right; for I have a right 

" to take upon myfelf any infirucbon 

" I pleafe. He imagines that I (hall 
" make all there facrif;ices; but he is 
" miilaken-". I think that, having mC­

" dirated and fiudJed the {ubJeCt more 
" than he, ll.lving a plan and a WOI k 

H quite finiOled, being better acquainted 

cc with children and with the means of 

" perfuading and moving them, I thall 
"be infinitely more able to pre­
" pare the Duke de Valois: thus my 
" conk:ience alone is fufficient to deter­

" mine me. As all the other reafons I 
ce have affigned are contained in this 

" It is true the Abbe is a pridl:. But wnat is a prieR: 
who never fays mafs, who perfonns none of the fune.­
tiona of his office, and who is a prieft only in folicir­
lng and accepting benefices? I could not regard 
fuch a man as an ecclefiaftic; yet I left to him the 
rarc ~f making the princes fay their prayers and of 
UaauUl1'1i •• ~ • h . L!-h-(I'\ Clences w en they confellied. thillg_}n WJ&,L\; ne c:. 



If tbt Princes. a 1.3 

If' Journal, ( mull refer the Abbe to ie, 

c, and have nothing more to fay to him, 

'H except affnring him, that I am irre­
"vocably determined to prepare the 
u princes for thelf tirO: communion, aa 

C'C well as to take upon myfelf every 

" branch ofinftrutl:ion, fucceffivelyor at 

"once, whenever I pleafe, and that I 

" will hear no more objeCtions on this 

"head. I {hall never take any branch 
" of tuition from thefe gentlemen to 

" give it to another; but when it f uits me 
"to take it upon myfelf, I will do it. 
C! To this I have an indifputable right; 
<:, fidi, from the nature of my fituation, 
" and fecondly becaufe it is the p1eafure 
IC of the Duke and Duchefs de Chartres. 

" Their chlldren are certainly at their 
c, difpofal, and they have confided to 

'" n1e all their authority till the educa­

" tion {hall be finilhed, and have made 
( me their reprefenrative. None of the 

" rights which they have condefcended 
" to confer upon me wtJJ I give up. 'the 

I.~ ALL' 
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'cr Abbe, as ufual, talks a great deal t. 

'" me in his letter of my glory, my talents, 

" and my grea/nejs: fLlCh language can 
--c" neither [educe nor 'impofe upon me; 
-4, I do my dury, and no human confi-
'Ct deration can prevail on me not to 
U difcharge it in its fullcft extent. If the 

" Abbe is diffatisficd with this lafr an­
-cr [wer, he may Jbew it to the Duke de 

"Chartres, who will himfelf tell him 
" that aU I have faid is perfeC1ly con­
" formable to his wiJl and pleafure; and 

>H that, belide. he has blamed me, and 

"done me the honour to fay, when I 
" gave him an account of this affair, that 
" 1 was wrong in ajJigning reafons for my 

" condull to the Abbe, that he had no right 
~, to aft it, find lought not 10 have done 

"thIS. I beg M. Lebrun to read the 
." article of to-day to the Abbe." 

--
Note of Madame de Genlis. 

" I HAVE juft reJ,:eived a letter from t~e 
" Abbe 
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'" Abbe in anfwer to my laft note. The 
" Abbe begins with attributing to me a. 
'" thing which I have not faid. He 
"pretends that I have written, [hat the 

-u prayers of the princes Chould have 
" been changed at eight or nine years of 
H age; and upon this fubjeCt he adds, 
~( that there i~ a propriety In changing 
"their extracts, &c. with their years, 
" but that prayers are of a different na­
H ture, and [mted to aU ages. This 
H remal k falls to the ground, as it is 
" founded on a f.llfe fuppofition. I have 
H not [aid that the prayers of the princes 
" ought to have been changed; I have 
cc only faid, that at the age of eight or 
(( nine fomethmg ought to have been 
" added to them, becal1[e our duties in­
" ereafe with our years, and with our 
"reafon, wbich makes us fenfible of 
"them. It is ridiculous that a child of 
," nine years, and frill more fo thac a 
4' child of nearly twelve, £hould fay only 
" the prayers which he [aid at fix. At 

" five 
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." five or fix we do not let a. child go ta 
c, confeffion: it is then evident that we 
., think a child ought tQ have more piety 
., at eleven, and even at nine, than at 

lC five or fix. The prayers of the 
., princes were thofe of a child of th • 
• , latter age; and I therefore [aid, and t 
H repeat it, that fome -addition filould. 
" have been made t'o them. The Abbe 
'" has altered my meaning, by fllbftitut­

n ing the expreffion changed, which ren­
" ders the [enfe quite different. Fortu­
"nately the Journal contains what 1 
.. ( wrote upon the fubjefr, fo that it can­
H not be denied *. I beg that the Abbe 
., will give himfelf the trouble to write, 

" and to relate faCts with a little more 
"accuracy. The Abbe confeffes~ that, 

Ie in his laO: letter but one, he made nQ 

H mention of my note, which contained 

* Which would otherwife certainly have b~en 
the cafe; and the J ourmu was 'lot fo much deteftc:fi 

.vithout. good fca[oni. 

" all 
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'U aU the reafons of my conduCt, and 
., adds: this is very natural, it was not 

" your re40ns that I wiJhed 1'0 anJwer, I 
" wijhed to change your will. Surely no­
or, thing can be more out 0'[ nature than 

H this fentence. I lhould be glad to knO\y 
H how we are to change the WJII of a per­
~([on who is not a fool, without a'!/uer. 
" ing his rerfons. To me this appears a. 
(( curious [ecret; but 1 cannot think 

.(, that the Abbe bas difcovered it. Fi­

'" nally~ the Abbe fays, fi.:1ce the Duke 
"and DllellerS de Chartres have given 

U me the authority I claim, he C01!1iders it 
'"' alflong his jirfl tllttie..r to IlchlO.JIlledge that 
'" they have the right of doing fa, lind to 
U fubmit bimfelf to it. The a\1thority 
., they have condefcended to confer upon 
" me, has been decla:oed by them to be 
'" without bOllads. From the infiant 
" tbe princes were put under my care, 
" I l1ave a thoufand times repeateQ, and 
(' the Abbe has acknowledged, that the 

" moll: inconrefiabIe right of my office 
vor .. II. L " was 
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*' was that of having it in my power tCJ 
~( take upon myfelf, whenever I pleafed. 

"every branch of inftructlOn without 

"exception. \Vhen therefore the Abbe 
'" dlfputed my rights, he only difputed 

.c, that authority to wlnch he at lengtll 
" fubmits; for I neither act my[elf~ nor 
"demand any thing of others, but in 
.( comphan-:e with the orders and powers 

" I have received; a circumflance~ In­

," deed, which the Abbe could not h:we 
4' doubted of, If he had not been ex­
u pref~ly illformed of it. I belIeve the 
" Abbe capable o£ very honour'l hIe ac­
C( rions, but he WIllies to perfuade me 

" that It is an hOJ.oltrable om: to inform me 

H that he intends to wnte a .memonal to 

cc the Duke de ChJ.I rrcs, and that he 

C.' {hall thew it to me before he pre[ents 

"It. To tllis I frankly an[wer, that I 
"fee nothing bonourahle or dJihonour­
" able in It \Vhat can he fay that I 

" Olould be afraid of? BeGde, is he not 

" ceaain thac the memonal will be com-
.~ municated 
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rr municated to me before perhaps it is' 

" opened, and that, if I deCile it, I fl1all 
<;c have the firft reading of it? As to what 
H concerns myfelf, 1 have never troubled 
" the Duke de Chartres with thefe bick­
(C erings *. I merely told him that :t had 
"written a long trentire on the firft 
H commllOion for the Duke de ValOl$, 

" and that I had affigned thiS rear on to 
" the Abbe, for inteTfering in the reli ... 
,4 gious initrucbon of the prince, who 
" made no other reply but that I took 

" from hIm a right which belonged [() 

" him alone. The Duke de Chartres 
" anfwered, that I 'waf wrong ill ajJigning 
" any recifrJ11, !inee the Abbe well kne .. ·( 

.. In this and ill e-very thing dfe I fuffered all 
theft: contradictIons without complaint. Bclide, 
M. dnd Madame d'Orleans ha\il1g given me abf(,Iut~ 
-authOrity, it was in my PO\\ er to have difmilfed 
~very perfon concerned in the education of the 
princes, Had I complained, M. d'Orleans would 

have anfwered, Tou m1!"f/ irfijJ upon tlJc;r rljigmng: 

but I wiihed not to deprive them of their placcs, and 

Wils therefore illent. 
H that 
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" that I had a right to take upon myfelf 
C( every branch of inf1ruC'tion, whenever 

" I pleafed ; and he defired that I would 

" in future give 110 reajims for things of 

" this fort. This was all that was faid. 
'c I have prefented no memorial; bUl the! 
" Abbe is at liberty to prefent as many as 
" he thinks proper: I only beg that he 
c, wIll dJf?enfe with my reading them! 

" this difcuffion, which ought never to 

Cf have taken place, has already occupied 
"too much of my time. Tile Abbe 
(c tells me alfo, that he haJ trodden in the 

" }Ieps of his predealfors, olzd that the fame 
" path will probably b~ puryued by his Juc­

" ccJ!ors. I know that his predeceJ!ors 
" have left behind them no great reputa­

"tion for 1k.ill in the education of 

" princes; and I know alfo, that aU his 
"fucceifors win not follow the beaten 
u track already proved to be Cl roneous, 
" if the honour be intended me (which I 

(f hope will never take pla~e) of giving 
" me an atfociate." 

Nole 
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'Sat-urday, 20 AlIg'tfJ J i~5. 

Nol! of Madame de Gmlis. 

It I RECEIVE the Abbe's anfwer to 

" my laft notc. He confeiTes that he 
H h15 given a vel y different meaning to 

" what I [aid on the fubject of pra~ ers~ 

" and that every thing he has written is 
"ufele{s. He might a1{0 have acknow .. 

II ledged, that what he wrote the othel: 
II day upon long praycrs was equally 
"foreign to the purpofe. The Abb~ 
"again repeats, that I never told him 
C( that I was aurhorifcd to take llpon n~y~ 
C' felf every branch of infimc\:ion without 
"exception. I alfo repeat, that I told him 
" fo from the beginning. and moreover 
" proved it from the beginning, even 
cc with rerpet\: to religion. fmce on on~ 
" of the firil: days of our connection I 
~'acquainted the Abbe that I lhould 

U give a letfon of an hour on the fuhject . 
"every day, and that I fhould read ~ 

L 3 cC tlle: 
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," the princes all the Old Tdbment and 

" the New: this plan I pmfued, con­

c, finlOg tbe Abbe to a quarter, or a half 

"an haul's lnl1ruchon on Sundays,. 
~c The Abbe conceived ::tIl this to be 
" ,elY natural, and dUring a period of 
.. more than three years tb<;.t Jt continued, 

" he did lIot once complain of my in­
ee croaching on his functions. Thefe tlrc: 

"facts, but to facts the Abbe has the; 
cc confiant habit of not anfwering. The 
"Abbe al[o fays, that I deprive him of 
" all his funttlOns: this is not true: I 
(' might, if I pleafed, take them all upon 

(e myfelf, but I do not. The Abbe 

" makes them fay their prayers: an im­
u portant funehon, for it is of i!l1por­
~, tance that the princes !1lOuld be taught 

" to f.1Y them with attention and feeling. 

cc Meanwhile the Abbe, jealous of his 

"functions, when I would (hare them 

'.' with him, has left to M. Lebrun the 

"oaiee of making the princes fay their 

" orayers, as this JOLlrnal proves. Be-

7 " fide, 



" fide, the Abbe prepares the plinces for 
" confeffion, and gives them theIr Sun­

"day jnfirllCtIOn: he has therefore 

"lome /unCti011s fill] remaining. There 

c: I will not pr0n11[e to leave him; but 1 
" have not, as he afferts, taken them all 
"away. LafUy, I have not promifed 

" the Abbe that 1 would co'!lulj.. him. It: 

'" is not my duty; it is a point of civility 

(" which I lhall only lhew to thofe who 
Hare defervin!t of my friendfhip: and 
~, towards the Abbe 1 feel not this Cenci .. 
U ment. He now knows on w hat he hao; 

" to depend. Let us live in peace; let 
H hIm have the goodnefs to be more 
'~conformable [0 my intentions, to hl!­
"lefs difputatiolls, to entertain fewer 

" unbecoming pretenfions, to couu.t more 
,~ upon the natural mildncfs of my die .. 
" pontion, and my extreme defire that 
If every inclividual ihQuld be contented 

" and happy. I conclude this my Iall: 
.. , explanation, with affunng the Abbe of 

" my fincere perfonal efieem, and ~f We 

L 4 " pain 
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" pain it gives me to be forced to fat 
u things that are difpleafing to him." 

Wednt/dilY. 31 Allzttfl178j. 

Note if Madame de Genlis. 

~, I COULD wiCh M. Lebrun to praire: 

" the Duke de Valois for his'condtJtl: to· 
U wards the Bourgeois, as it was aver., 

" vi.rtuous afrion, and he was. not in the 
H leaft degree prompted ~ it by me. I 
" perceive in the prince on this occalion 
" a goodnefs of heart, and a fteadlnefs of. 
" charatl:er, that' are entitled to cemmen­
(I dation; all<i ~ommendatioAl an [uch 
cc fubjetl:s, far from being attended with 

IC inconveniences, are the only ones that 
" can be produdlve of none: but excellent 
" dfeCts.'~ 

Frida!. 2 Seplmrla- I,Br. 
"I KNOW not why the Abbe (peak" 
Cf to me again upon the fubjeCt of the 

... full 
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r~ f}.rft communion, and difplays fo much 
"vexation, after tbe deference a.nd fa. 
H tisfaltion he has expreffed to the Duke 
"de Chan res. The Abbe is inconfo .. 
" lable" becaufe his ideas, purely fpecn. 
U Jative, have not been preferred to _ 

" work already finilhed, approved by a 
" dottor of the Sorbonne, and writtell 

" by a. perfon who is acquainted with 
'f cllildren, aDd knows how to talk to 

14 them. The Abbe quotes a number 0.1 

" a.uthors, from whom, he fays, he hu 
" taken his ideas. But are thefe authors 
Ih known to himfelf alone? and cannot 
.( I derive from them what is valuaqle 
" a.s well as anOther? Having wrineD i'­

" treatife on the. fubjed, muft I not bav~ 
~ read with more care, ami reflefred. 0Jl. 

'" it with more attention, than the Abb~J 
" who has merely thought and rJIIditate4 • 
• ( without writing a. trratife, 0' evc!1 
U maki»c an extratt ?-l will add, that 

" if the Abbe! has a.ny _!/lilJdtrjlIJ1ZIiing 
"with me, I have none ~ith. hin;1, 

L 5 H though 
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" though it be true that he perfevered 
,,' in his ftrange beha'\'iour during the 

" whole of laO: winter, and has added to 
" it {inee behaviour fl:iIl male ftrange : 
" though it be true that he has refrained 

" this year from bringing the princes to 
" me every other day; that he never 
",fets his foot within my door on any 
" pretence ~ that when the pr:nces [up 
it wien me, though M. Lebrun always 

It comes. {he Abbe never does: though 
" it be true that when I meet the Abbe 
c, he never accofts me, or {hews me the 
cc leaR m:ll k of civIlity; that he behav~s 

I 

" not with rhore politenefs to my mother: 
i • " my mother ]s frequently ill, and the 

" Abbe is not only the fole perfon in 
'r the hou[e who never goes to aik. her 
"how {he does,' but he evet!" never 

- j 

" ma~h any enql.liries about her. How 
fC little becomiog i~ it in a rerfon; \vh~ 
., gives children fuch examples of ill 
(C humour and want of policene(s, to fay, 
Ie that nothing is tnore neceimry th'!ln' a 

" good 
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"good underftanding between tUfOff. 

" I beg M. Lebrun to read,this ~rti<;le 
" to the Abbe without delay." 

Friday, 2 Sepltmbtf', continued. 

THE Abbe Guyot was forced durjn~l 
the winter to purfue a different condllira.; 
He has been neicher un polite nor ulJci",' 

viI: no certainly, it would have beenl 
too repugnant to his principles, his ella .. : 
Iac1er~ his habits; but he has been ~u-~ 
tious and circumfpetl. avoiding priv~, 
vifits which he had reafon to beJioN. 
would have been more irkfome to !the, . 
perfons receiving them than to himf~' 
Could he act differently after the UlaIlY' 
mortifications, and even infults, that w~ 
offered him? He will not mention paTti~ 
cu}ars, left he fhould be fufpetLed ofi'a­
refenrment, which, moet alfuredly, hcl 
does not feel, and to fparo the Coun;" 

L 6 tefs 
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tef. recolleCtions wliidt cannot be agr~ 
b1e fo h-er. 

He haflens to put an end to this arci­
c}e~ which is already too long, by faying, 
thac he is reduced to the unpleafant ne­
ceffity of reafonmg upon all his actions, 
and of regulating them by the ftandard 
of the ftriCl:eft,Jiluty, under pen~ty. of 
having their reCtitude and purity called 
iR. queftion. It is incumbent on him to; 

be civil to every perfon, and in this he 
has DeVer fAiled: but fentiment he owes­

.on., 110 thofe who fhare, or appear to· 
fhrc;t with him. To offer it to anyone 
f •• " 

\kt appeared to difdain. it, would be de,-
g~iAg to the nobJeft patt of his foul. 
M me Countefs knew how painful it was 

to tbe Abbe Guyot to be obliged to 
make tbefe nice diftinaions in his co~ 
dua, jlilft, fenible and generOO8 as fhe 
withes to be to everyone, the would no. 
doubt fed much regret for having re ... 
duced to this irkfome ne~efiity a man of 

honour,. 
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honour, who enjoys. among thofe who 
know him, the reputation of diftinguilhed 

good qualities. 
U npleafant as this fituation is, tbe 

Abbe Guyot wili fupport It with coul1lFit 
a'S long as there arifes from it no incoB­
venience to tbe education ef the prince'i 
who, for their age, are admirable.patt~ 
of benevolence, prudence, and rcaron.. 
He fuffers,. but without complaint, with-,­
out a murmur in the pref.encc of Ilia. 
charming pupils.. It is difficult to COD"t­

ceal from thelU the unfortunate mifun .. 
derfta.nding that exifts between thofe wlm. 
have the care of their educa~ion: but tJe, 
will never have to accllfe himfelf of 
making them acquainted with it, 001, 

would they entertain the leaft fufpicion. 
of ie, were everyone as cautious and cir­
cumfpeCl: as himfelf" 

• The horrible falCchood ot thia afIDtion wjJ1. 

l'oon appear, as well al what kWd gf mr:umfJe8i­
Iu: obferved with our pupila. 

I CON 
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,~ I CONS[DER the Abbe's anf\oVef as 

" f4lJe and injurious. He has nothing to 

"'reply now, as he had nothing to reply 
" in the winter, to accufatlons founded 

"on faCts, of which all the world were 
"-witneff"es. I do not compblO of his 
" h'aving-put a ftop to his vifits; I only 
" en6merate faCts: that he does not ob­
"rerve common polit~nefs towarrls me, 
If or, which offends me more, towards 
cc my mother; that he never aiks her 
"tow {he does, never bids her good­
" morrow (a civility which he equajly 
It neglects towards me); that when the 
"is indifpofed he is the only perfon 
,. who neither goes nor fends to enquire 
cc refpeCting her health, &c. I lhould 
" treat all this with filence and contempt 
U only, if the Abbe, incapable of deny­
&( log it, did not anfwer, by way of re­
~' prifal, that I make him futfer a thou-

(C fand. 
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" [and mortifications aud itifults. This is 

" an egregious falfehood, and I defy the 

" Abbe to cite a lingle faa in proof of 
"fo odious an accuf.Jtion. If I have 
"loaded the Abbe with infuhs, why 
" has he had the meannefs to beartheni? 

" Why has he not given in his refigna­
" tion ?-On the contrary) I have fought 

" and courted hIS favour; I began, at 
" Saint Cloud, by admitting him into 
" my private partIes, by requefting hiS 
"friendI11ip, by promiling him mine, 

" whIch would have been equally warm 

" and linccre, by a:/king him to dine with 
" llS as often as was agreeable to him; 
" I have intereftcd myfelf in every thing 
n that concerned him, have entreated a 
U thoufand times the Duke and Duchefs 
" de Chartres to fpeak in his behalf t'o 
'" the bithop of Autl1n) &c. The Abb'e 

It treated all this civility with difdain'; 
U ne'Ver condefcended to dine with us at 

" Belle Chaff"e, and preferved hi<3 ill­
" humour, his anger, a.nd his morof-enefs. 

" In 
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It In {hort, he ca.rried things laO: winter­

" to (uch an extreme of unpolitenefs, 
.u that all the children were fhuck with. 
J' his behaviour, and 1 was obliged to 
If impore filence on them. Such has 
" been the conduct of the Abbe, (nch 
•• are th.e exarnp~es he has given; and 
"yet he can deal in accufations againU: 
.. rne~ who have borne wirh extreme pa.­
•• tienee alf his perverfenefs, who have 

" never [aid a word [0 the princes but 
.. what was calculated to infpirc: [hem 
U with veneration and regard fur him; 
ec and I refer him on this head to the 
" paper of inftrutl:ions I left, on my de­
" pacture for England! againft. me, who, 
I. have not only always adhered to thoie 
11 principles of poJirenefs, the obfervation' 

" of which we owe to all the world, but 
ft who have never ceafed to- 1hew [be 
" Abbe all {hofe attentions which I ha\'e 
*' pratbfed towards the perfons who have 
4C never infulted me : for example,when,. 
" on my return' from. EnglandJ.. I made 

lAO (Dine. 
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•• fome fmall prefent, by way of remem­
" brance, to all thofe perfons with whom 
" I was in intercourfe of friendfuip, and 
u ga;ve an engraving to M. Lebrun, to 
"the Abbe Mariottini and the Abbe 
" Famin, I did not overlook in this dif­
H uibution the Abbe Guyot. Such have 
~c been my deportment and my candua: : 
" and the Abbe defcrtbcs me as- naTing 

" been hafty, uncivil, unreafonable, ab­
" furd and inJulting for the period oftbtee­
" years and a half. If I did not know 
n how to defpife il'ljuA:ice and cal Llm ny J I' 
II lhould never rorget this bellaviour ; but 
" to-morrow [here will be no trace of 
" it in my memory. Meanwhile I beg 
"the Abbe to give me no more or 
"thefe vague a.ccufations: I aUege 
II facts, let him refute them, let him al­
e'lege facts in his turn, or let him be· 
u 1iJ.ent .. '" • ~ .. . 
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teA 

IVa"rfila)', 7 S,ptr",ler liBS­

.. Vole oj Aladame de Gel.lts. 

S I paired to day ill the gallery, I 
" heard the children making a nOl[e in 

" the academy: when I came to the door 
" I ftopped, and I heard the Duke de 

" MontpenGer,. Henrietta and Pamela, 
" converting as loud and as freely, as if 
,e they had been taking their recreation .. 

"without M. Lebrun paying the leafu 
U attention to it, or faying a word to 

" prevent it. I was induced to enter; 

" but, out of refpeCt to M. Lebrun, I 
(C addreffed myfelf to M. Mlrys, and 
H complained of the little attention that 

"was beftowed on the leffons, and how 
" inaccurately the orders I had fo ofren 

" and fa pofitively given were obferved. 
" I did not fay a word to M. Lebrun ~ 
" but I will now tell him, that it is afro­
" nilhing, w hen he prelides at the leffons, 

cc that he lhould be [0 reg.ardlefs of what 

"~ 
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" l~ paffing, that he {bollld not know 
" how to filence the chIldren, which I 
" can always do, and that he lhould not 
(( even attempt thIs, or fay a word to 
" them upon the fubjecr. This is not 
" the firO: time that I h<l.ve obferved upon 

" this poine the fame negleCt; I have 
" ccmplained of it three times within a 
cr month, without including numberlefs 
" infl:ances In which, without fl:opping, t 
" have heard the children, as I pafTed. 
" talking and laughing at the academy.­
Cc That I pre fide in fo many things, and 
" take fo many branches of the educa­

" tiOIl lipan myfelf, is a fouree of dif~ 
cr content; I can however declare that 
" my occupations are fo numerous that 
If the time I am obliged to beO:ow upon 
cc the children is frequently a true facri­
II fice ; and I ihould be lefs difpofed to 
H extend rhe rights of my fituation, if J 
"could depend more on the firid:nefs 
" and attention of the perrons who ought 

" to affift me. To-morrow I filall-begin 
" tl) 
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" to preiide at the academy: it would 
U be more convenient, while in the coun­

n try, to be excLl(ed [his; but in future­

U I /hall never di(penfe with my attend­

" ance in the afternoon. 
" t think it incUl:nbent on me [0 ob­

" ferve in this Journal, which i!l the re­

~' cord of my proceedings and conduct,. 
,t that the Abbe Guyor, who had accllfed 
" me of making him {uffer within three 
" years and a half innumerablt it:jult.f, VI ho 
~, has read my note in anf'wer to this 

" article, in which I fay that die affenio~. 
(' is/a!Je andittjuriouJ (which I proved by 
" facts), and that I defy him, t110ugh I 
" can cite numberlefs lIlftances of il,- be­

" haviour on his part, to cite a tingle one 
"of injult on mine-I thInk it, I fay, 
H incumbent on me to obferve, that th~ 
U Abbe, unable to deny the pofitive 
"faC\:s I have adduced, or to anfwer 
" them by other faCts. h:lS taken the part 
'J of profound filence, and has rephe~ 

H neithet 
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9( neither in the Journal, nor by letter, 

" nor in converfation, to the note, in 
~~ which I accufe him of mifcondllCl:, and, 

c~ what is more, of calumniating me, for 
" fuch are my expreffions, and has in 
" lIke manner made no reply [0 the fim­
U pIe queftion which I put to him in the 
« fame note, viz. that if I had thus loadetl 

It, him with inJults,how wasitpo./Jiblefor him 

cc not to have given in his rfjignat;'(Jn? - I 
u oughthowevertoobfel ve alfo, that £inee 
n the moment of his reading this note, I 
"ha.ve found him much more civil and 
'" polite; and that my mother expreffed 
~, to me yefterday her extreme furprife 
'" at the Abbes a1king her how the dId. 
"1 require no reparation, no apology; 
., I confider this alteration of conduct as 
"fuffieient. I am frill of the fame die. 
ff PO£iCIOO, ready to forget the paft, and 
" never more to mention it, unlefs com­
« pelled by falfe accufations; willing to 

" excufe every thing, and even to love 
" thofe 
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c;< thofe that hate me, whenevet theyalall 
~, do jufiice to the fincerity of my heart, 
c;, and the integrity of my views, my 
~l condutt and my character; in fine, 
(C reral ved to endure, without p::.in or 
" effort, every little recret cen[ure, every 
C;{ murmur, every bre:.ch of polltenels, 

n every kind of per[anality, except a 

"calumnious accujatzon in this J Dumal. 
" Can any thing be more moderate> I 
" a:lk of no perfon in this cafe particular 

c;, a.ttention, 01 pamahry, or that ne ihould 

H fpeak well of me; I leave him perfectly 
." at lIberty to animadvert upon my con­

c;, dud, to fay that I am impenotls, capri­
" cious, vain, full of abfurd plcrcnfions, 

c;c {hat my fyficms are clevOld of common 

.. fenfe, that I am perfectly Ignorant how 
cc to educate children, &c. To all this 
" I am wholly wdlfferent; and if I had 
" any pride, the httle motives that oeca­

" fion fuch dlfcourfe would be c~lculated 
Cf to flatter It. But in ulking of me in 

~' this manner, let him have the good-

nefs 
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oC( nefs to execllte punctually all my di­
ce recl:ions relative to the bufinefs of edll­
~, catIOn, and he will find me at all times 

a polite and ready to oblige. If he be 

~, defirolls of living \lpOn terms of inti­

" macy with me, and of regaining my 

" friendfbip, nothmg is 10 realIty more 

H cary. All that is necetrary is to open 

" 1115 eyes, to return upon his fieps, to 
·H ddimCs In good eal nef!: ill-humour and 

" prejudice, and It will prefently be feen 
H that I am prepared llpon all occafio().$ 
H to rtrurn and pafs an act of oblIvion. 

« Ignorant as he IS of my charaCter, he 

H ha:. been hltle aware of the extreme 

~'eafi.nef" of my ddi)olitJon 111 every 
(, [hlDg that I do not belIeve JOconfifTent 

" WIth duty. In a w0rd, fL1Ch are the 
H tel ms of peace that I ofter: I offer 
.4' them fincerely and with all my heart. 

" Let fllendflllp join our hands, fuch is my bo­
" fum's wlih 1t. 

H I confers thIS cannot t,lke place to-

It Soyons aulls, Cinna, c'eft moi qui t'eD con vie. 

" morrow 
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"'morrow, nor the next day; but why 
~, not in a few months> The wifefr mode 
.cc we can .adopt is to laugh at our quar­
-cc rels paa, and to become frank, good 
.c' humoured, and Un! e[erved towards 
c, each other. God grant it.-I requeft. 

U M. Lebrun to read the whole of this 
~, article to the Abbe." 

COl1tinuation of IVedllejday, 7 September. 

MADAME Pli brought 
me on Thurfday morn,ing, at the acade­
my, the .Tourr-al containing the Coun­
tefs' three notes. I read them immedi­
ately., and fent the Journal to the Abbe, 

who returned it at eleven o'clock. I have 
tbe honour to inform the Counters that 
I did not fail properly to apply yefter­
day the reproac11es !he addretfed to M. 
Mirys, whom, on leaving the academy, 
I endeavoured to conrole. his feelings 
were very much hurt. I will only ob­
ferve to the Countefs, that I have faith. 

S fully 
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fully related, in my Journal above, what 
paffed at the academy; that I am forry 
{be did not hear the attempts I made LO 

filence the children; but I trult the will 
have the goodnefs to believe that I did 
every thing in my power to fulfil her in­
tentions. \Vhen I do wt fueceed I men­

tion it in the Journal (for the fake of the 
princes), that the Countefs may be in­
formed of ir, and rna}" fpeak. to them 
\lpOn the fubjcCl:. I llioutd be forry if 
flle were to give herfelf the trouble of 
prefiding at the aCJ.demy, as I was charm­
ed with being able to Cave both her and 
the Barone[s this incon vcnicnce. 

Cop), of ilJe AbN Guyot' J d,?!um- to tbe 
third Note. 

To the reproach of having failed in 
attention to the B::uoaefs, the Abbe an­
fwers, that he has had the honour of going 

to fee bet feveral times when Ole has been 
indifpafed, and has'mad\! frequent eo-

VOL. II. 1\1 qmnes 
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quiries refpecting her health. He never 
approaches ber without alking her how 
the does, unlefs it happens that fome ot'hec 
perron aiks at the time the fame quellion, 
and he is then filent to fave tbe Baronefs 
the trouble of repeating an anfwer which 
he has j~lfi: heard. His conduct towardi 
the COllntefs is the fame; and it would 
be fin gular that .a man who has never 
<lone an l1ncivii thing in his life, and 
never fpoken an offenfive w-ord 1;0 any 
body in the world, fhould make choice 
in a houfe of thofe very perions to whom 
evC'ry motive of dut-y and interelt would 
oblige him to be Olof!: attentive. To gIve 
probabIlity to thefe acclltarions, it would 
be firft neceffary to prove that he is de· 
.void of common fenfe. Thofe who are 
witndfes of his conduCt, will adopt none 
of thefe opinions, and his friends will be 
aftonifhed to learn that the Countefs cn­

tertains them. 
The Abbe Guyot acknowledges that, 

4incc 
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fince the commencement.r the prefQDt 
year, hehas been more referved,more cir­
cumfpeet, lefs officious:' this part, which 
he has been forced to aa, is painful and 
mortifying, but it is very different from 
incivility, and he could not afr any other 
without ex poling himCelf to the contempt 
which the fufpicion c()fjnfenfibility fllper­
induces, and which the witnefi"es of !ir, 
or the Countefs herfelf, would not have 
faIled to beftow upon him. 

She allts, why, if he has been loaded 
with infuits, he has had the meannefs to 
continue in his office? The hiftory of 
the Abbe Guyot's thoughts ;md fenli­
roents \olpon this fubjecr would fill avo­
lume-. He will only fay that among 
the rcaCons which have determined him 
not to reGgn, he finds many that are 
perfealy hondt, and with which the 
Countefs ought to be pleafed: but to 

* What a i1:range volume mui1: Il have been 1 and 

who would have been able to read it : 

M 2 confine 
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confine himfelf merely to thofe which 
may {hew that his foul is well born, he 
.replies, that his fituation and appoint­
ment do not allow hIm to pay attention 
to thofe natural delicacies which the moft 

moderate felf-Iove would fuggeft. An 
infult is not a fufficient apology to a man 
of honour for renouncing the good he 
has contratted to do. How pitiable 
would be the fiate of human foeiety, if 

whenever fuch a man received an affront, 
it was of courfe to be depnved of his 
fervices ~ Were it not for intrepidity and 

perfeverance, zeal would be a ufelers or­
nament. The Abbe Guyot is encouraged 
in his refolution by that admirable maxim 
of an ancient philofopher, it is a more mi­
eferable thing to inflia:: an infult tha.n -to 

receive it. As the Counters underftands 
the language in which this philofopher has 
written, he adds the words of the paffage 
itfelf: Mzjer eft qui audil,jed qui tacit con­
'IIicium. 

The Countefs pretends that, far from 
complainini' 
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complaining, the Abbe Guyot ought to 
be grateful for ller attentions, and part\.­
cularly for the generolity which led her 
to prevail on the Duke and DuchefS de 
Chartres to fpeak in his behalf to the 
blfhop of Autun. To this he anfwers; 

that, wIth the great perfonages in~ que[­
tion, he believes no folicitation to be ne­

ce1fary Jefpecbng a man who has the 
honour 01' being tutor to their children, 
and who faithfully difcharges all the du. 
ties of his office ill; chat, long before he 

had any immediate connetl.:ion with the 
Counters. (he took certain fteps in his 
favour, which were the more flattering to 
him as they proved her fatisfaaion with 
his general character j that if the fituation 
afterwards conferred on th.e Countefs, 

gives her the happy privilege of difpof-

.. As M. and Madame d'Orleans fCllrcely ever 
Caw the Abbe. bow could they know, but frofII me, 
whether he faithfully difcharged the duties of his 
ofIice or not? 

ing 
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ing of the lot of all the perfons fubordi­
nate to her, an he afks for h1Lllfelf is 
luftice. He {hould be proud to owe her 
an obligation j but he will never receive 
obligations but from [he hands of efieem 
vrof friendfhip, and as long as there fenci. 
ments have no exifi:ence, be entreats the 
Counters to fufpend her impulfe of gene­
n)uty. He conceives tbat this noble 
delicacy -, which has ever been the rule 
()f his. condua in the world, is fufficient 
to c:¥.culpate him from the fufpicion of 
~lUlpers which the Countefs ha~ thought 
proper to convey t. He adds, that he 
was ignorant of her kindnefs, but be is 
only tbet more gr&teful ~ it was volun­
tary on the part of the Counters, and per­
feltly unfolicired by the Abbe Guy<>t. 

As to the other proofs. of kmdnefs ilie 

... Thi. noM, tklu:oc:I, aa the Abbe calla it, 
proved no injury to his interclt, for the benefice a£ 
twelve thoufaQd livrea a year (jool.) was obtained, 
aild the Abbe put in poifeffion. 

f Thil is a falfehood, as will prefcntly be feeD. 

has 
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has enumerated, he expreffed dt the time 
they were conferred a lively fenfe of them. 

His gratitude certainly merited its con­

tinuance, and in that: cafe the education 

of the princes would have exlubited ~ 

fpettacle of the moil: pel feel: unanimitr 
between the perfons concerned in it, and 

would have given hopes of the mati: bril­
liant [lIcce[s. Bllt how light and tranfient 

have rhlWfe demonfhations of kindnefs 
been! What are they In comparifon wah 
tbe multiplied aCts of a very dIfferent na­

ture? They are like a emaIl numucl vf 
trowers fcattered orer an immenfe field of 

thorns and briars. He will not enume­
rate pa.rticulars, this would be too repng. 

Mnt to his feelings.. He fhould never 

ha ve mentioned the {ubjeCt: if the Coun· 

tees had not been defirous of making him 
refponfible for the mifunderftanding that 

has taken -place. Rut fhould he ever 

be obliged to juftify himrel~ ag~infl fo 
improbable an accufarion, the only me~ 
thod he would adtlpt would be to requeft 

M 4 the 
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the Duke and Duchefs de Chartres, the 
princes, tbe public. and the Countefs 
herfeIf, to read what (be has written with 
her own hand In thlS Journal from the 
,ommencement of the prefent year. 

The firfl: and mon: 1incere defire of hi~ 
heal t is, that nothIng more might be f<lid 
'Upon the unfortunate fubjeEt of thefe re­
ploach(s. He hope~ dlat prejudices will 
dlfper(e, that the imagina:ion. will be 
redllced to a (aIm, and that~ as no real 
reproach can be ,tlItg,ul againfl: him, the 

juftict and generoGty of the COllntefs win 
no longer fee any obflacle to the re­
eflabIlfhment of concord and unanimity. 

So ftrongly does this winI pervade the 
heart and mind of the Abbe Guyot, thar, 
to realize It, there is no meafnre, no facri. 

fice to which he will not conform, per. 
flladed that the fuccefs of the education 

in which we al e engaged depends on thQ 
event. 

He has hefitated two days whether he 
lhould a,ll[wer the 1aft. note of the Coun .. 

tefsi 
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tefs; the pen has feveral times fallen fron'i 
his hand as he has formed the refolution j 
but the accufations were of too heinous 

a nature to be permitted to fubfifi, and 
honour has at length obliged him to con­

quer his reluctance. If he is unfucceif­
ful in changing the opimon of the Coun­
tefs,..he {ball feel the deepefi farrow; but 
in the elf 01 ts he has made to jufrify him­
[elf, in the moderation he Ras obferved, 
and th~ honefi and noble fentiments he 

has difplayed, {he <..annat fail to perceive 

that he has fome claims to her efteem. 

P,.Ulay, 9 Stpltm~tr 178;. 

Mu of Madame de Genlu. 
(l I 

FIND the laft anfwer of the Abbe 

" Guyot to be as full of fa!fehoods at lean: 
H as his former ones, and this I under­
n take to prove. In the firft place, the 
H Abbe denies that he has ever failed 
~c in the moil: fimple duties of poiii:enefs

l 

II "r ever neglected the civility of enqutr~ 

M 5 "ing 
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" iog of my mother and me refpecting 
" our health. This is not true. When 
" 1 related this faa la.ft winter, citing at 
C4 the fame time the witneffes, among 
., others Madame de Nanfouri, the Ab~. 
" unable to deny it, always in his anf wers 
" paired it over in filenee, and now only 
"replies ro it, after the expiration of 
If, eight months, becau[e I bave preffed 
" him fo warmly that he can no longer in 
" decency refift.-The Abbe fays, that 
f& he lhouJd never have compla.ined of 
U our mi[underftanding, if I had not 
" been defirous of making him refpon­
"fible for it. Second fa!fehood. The 
u complaint did not originate with me, 
"as the Journal proves; it was the 
(I Abbe who firft began to complain that 
" the harmony, [0 much to be defired, 
ff did not fubfift between us; it was thia 
,H induced me to enter into the part\culars. 

" of the Abbe's behaviour, and never 
" h~ lbe wbjetl: been reviv~d by me 
.. ~ when the Abbe has revived bis 

" complaints 
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cc complaints relative to thi~ want of har­
"mony. Such is the faa, which it i~ 

Ie impoffible to deny as the Journal in­
C( conteftably proves it.-Thcr Abb~ 

"fays, that he has hefitated only twq 
" days whether he fhould :m(wer my laLl; 
"note. :third fal/chood. I wrote this 

"on Saturday the 3d inftant, and the 

" Abbe djd not reply to it till Thllrulay 
" the 8th, and then only becaufe he could 
u no ronger excu(e himCelf, from the 
" manner in which he was urgt:d to ie. 
" The Abbe has therefore heurated more 
" than two days.-The Abbe charges me 
" with having faid, that he ought to be par­
H tieularly grateful for 'he generofill that 
" led me to prevail on tbJ Duke and Du­
u chefs de Chartres to '/peak in his beh4lf tq 

" the btjhop of Autun. Fourth fa!fcb,od. 
" I have never made ufe of the word~ 
" graclwde and generality. If the Abh~ 
c, can thus mlfrepn:fent what is written in 
•. this Journal, how are we to jlldg~ 
" of his vera.city refpecting ql1otation~ 

M 6 " dlat 
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cc that have no Journal to contradiCl;: 

" them? I wrote in the Journal that I 

" bad interefled myjelf in ever), tbing {bat 

c, concerned the Abbe, tbat I had a thoujand 

" times Jolui!ed thl Duke and Duchejr tit 
" Chartres toJpeak in his behalf to tloe biJhop 
h of Alttlm ; and this is a truth to which 

" the Duke and Duchers de Chartres call 

(( bear tefhmony. I never intended by 

" chis to COin ey the idea that I had had 

f( the leaft influence in obtaining the fd.­
n vobr that was gm.nred to the Abbe; I 

" {imply faid I l1ad mentioned the {ub­

U jeEt feveral rime~ to the Duke and 

" Dllehers de Chart! es. They might 
" have fpoken to the hilliop of Autun 

H withom this interference on my rart : 
f( but my interdling myrtlf in the bufi­

"ne[s was cerralnly not calculated ta 
(I injure him. The Abbe adds, that hI 

C' was ignorant of my kin;Jnejs in this re­
" !pet!. Fifth falJehooi, ano cl very (U f: 
" prifing one. I have a thollfand times 

~' informed the Abbe of my having re-
. " mmded 
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rc minded Monfeigneur of the bufinefs, 
" that I would fpeak to him again, tnat 
" I ardently wilhed him to fucceed ; and 
" this I have frequently faid in the pre­
"fence of witnerres~ among others M. 
" Lebrun, Moncigni, &c.-The Abbe 
"writes me a Larin line, infinuating 
"that I have profe1fed to underftand 
"this language; his words are, as tbe 
" Counle)'s undetjlands this language. This 
" inference is as little confiaent with vc­
" racity as his other atfertions. I have 
" faid in the Journal that I intended to 
" learn Latin, and I even added, not 'WIth 

" a view of injfrutlmg the children in it; 
" for of this I jhal! never be capable·.­
" Thus I can perceive in the Abbe's 

*" It was upon occafion of a difpute refpeCling 
the Latm language, which I have not inferted in this 
work, becaufe it would at leaft have occupied the 
fourth part of a volume. I had unfortunately faid, 

that I could wi/h the children to learn by heart. 
eYery day, a certain number of Latin word6, Vlhich 

made the Abbe bcfide himfelf for a period of three 
weeks. 

" condud: 



~ 5~ journal of Et/Mc'"ioll 

u COlldu4 towards me, ng kind of fin­
~t ceri~y eith~r in tbings Qf importance~ 
" or in trifles. When he accufed me o~ 
rr having made him {uffer a tbolfknd in­
"jlJlts jo,. three years and a half, it was 

" telling me that I fhameflllly abufed the 
" authority confided to me; it was telling 

" me tAllt I was impertinent, hally, un­

" ci viI, and the more fo as the Abbe 

H protefts that he has not been charge­
" able with the moO: trivial impropriety, 
" that he has never failed in refpett, that 
Ii his conduct has been l1pon all occafions 
cc perfeCl:, in thmgs of importance and 
" in the minuteft trifles; and has added, 
" that notwithflanding all this I have 

" loaded him with inful£s: this, without 

"exaggeration, and according to the 
" !tria meaning of words, is telling me 

.' that I a{ll ll-n idiot and a monfter. To 
f' fuch a charge it became me to anfwer 
" without camion or refen-c, and to re­
U pel the odious and ftrange calumny by 
c< faCts, proofs and reafonings, not to be 

" called 
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H ca,lled in qucftion. It is p.aiQf\Jt tQ m~ 

tr to tell the Abbe that he is guil~y o£ 
" c41umny and falfehDod; but whcR h~ 
" a.tta.cks my reafon and my hopour ~ 1 
"ought to fac:rifice to trutlt the v4in 
" forms of politenefs that would ftand ia 
"the wa.y of my jufilfication; I ought 
" to fay, as I have faid in my laft note 
" but one: 'Ihe Ab~; (alUHllZiales me; for 
" mypart,I allege fafls~ let him refute th4rt1.A. 
" let him allege faOs in his turn, or let l1im. 
cr be jilent. The Abue ~dopts the }att~r ; 
,( at laft, after waiting five days, I wriq: 
" a new Dote which obJiges him to anfwer 
"me. But in what manner d~s h~ ~n­
" fwer? By declamation, by vauuting 
" his own merit, by ,ague complaints; 
" without advaRcing a fin~le faa~ or aC­
re figning one reaf~n. To the quefiiop 
" which I fo flrongly urge: If/bpt ir!fults 

U have yfiU experienced /1'011; me? No an­
.' fwer. To another qneftioij: If-lloatled. 
If you willi iifults J why 4iJ lOU 1/DI rejign? 

"th,is 
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U this is the anfwer: '1br: biflory of my 
fC thougbts upon this Jubjefl would iii! a 
" 'Volume an inJult tS 

"not a Jufficient apology to a man of 
" bonour for renouncing the good he has 
"controv'7ed to do. How 

"pitiable would be thc flatr: of human 

"Jocicty, if, whcnc'Vtr Jucb a man re· 
"ceives an affront, it was oj courJe If) 

" be deprived of bis jervius! ,As to 
" the volume, I readily excufe the Abbe. 
H An infult, he fays, is not a fnfficient 
cc apology, &c. But the queftion is not 
(, rcfpeB:ing a fingle infult, but irifuits 
., without number; and I concei-"e that 
" in this cafe an honefl: man may, and 
f{ ought to quit a fituauon, when, una­
" ble to accufe himfdf of the' fernblance 
" of a fault, he has been loaded with 
"mortifications and infults, for three 

" year\. and a half, by the perfon, who 
" has all authority in her h.mds. \Vhat 
"can be expeded from this perfon, 

" who 
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" who IS fo unreafona.ble and perverfe as 
" to overwhelm with infults a man un­
"dtferving of the f!11allell: reproach? 
c. \Vhat n1igilty good alfo can a man do, 

" had he all the talents in the world, 

"upon whom the plan of education 

"docs not depend, and who is not 
" charged with the principal ftudies? 
"Where would be the difficulty of 

"fupplying his place, whofe fune-, 
II tions are confined to teaching Latin 

" for three quarters of an hour a day., 

" and a religious inftruCtion of a quarter 
" of an hour on Sundays? H.fueh a man 

" were loatkd with inJullS, I again alk, 
" would it be pollible for him not to re­
u fign ~ Ah I Abbe, 'Abbe, caft off for 

Ie a moment prejudrce and enmity, and 

" read this antwer with the fpirit of jut-, 

u rice you would. feel if it were addreffed 

u to any other than yourfelf. Y all 

" would then fay: "This woman ap­
" peals to reafon, adduces facts; (be is 

" anfwered 
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H anf;'vereJ by evafion anJ fubtelfuge, 

tC not one plaufible cil cumftance has 

"been advanced in reply to her i it 
f( was t' '!refore injurious to fay to her: 
" You har~'e loaded 1ne with irifulls. This 
., accufanon was degrading in the man 
H who employed it, and at the fame 

" tlme calumnious to the ptl'fon agamft 
C( whom it was direered," What is the 

" remedy? Franknefs and imegrity may 
U frill repair every thing. 1 have hi. 
"therto rnerely 0PP9fed your tlnjuft, 
"pretentions, but YOll have blackened 
"my charattel' and my conduC\ • 
• 4 Meanwhile, incapable myfel£ of har.,,: 

., tred,. I ~ll frill be reconciled, and cat\ 
'-' tafte the felicity of converting YOllr 
U hatred into, benevolence. You tell 
U me again and again th<tt you have 
u never. done an uncivil thing to a.ny 
'" one: be it fOI I believe your cbaraC\~ 
'" 10 be very eftimable, but YQU have; 
eel beCJl unjuft. in. your ~viour to-me, 

" In 
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"In a word, condefcend a.t leaH: to ac­

"knowledge that you Cpoke without 
"refletlion, when you accufed me of 

" having loaded you witb infults, and at 

" the [arne ti~e intended to keep y.a.ur 
'" place. Condefcend to a~knQwledge, 

" with a noble ~.ankQersJ that you did 

" not fuffi.ciently confider the meaning 

" of this cruel expreffion; go one ftep 
H further, and add, that you difavow it., 

U There is nothing degrading in this; it 
ca witt do honour to the rettitllde of 

~, your foul, and it will re-kindle in mine 

" all the deuce I ha.ve felt of obtaini~ 
cc your friendthip. Onf relative utua.­
" [ions might be expeCted to give yo~ 
cr 'nrn,. ,'1;11.,(1. .. f:'"'~ ~ \.t..~ .. 1,~ .... ~_"l. 1·_ ...... - ....... ~L .. \.,,"w ""' ... -n"', 11" 1 un ".,., blllollJ 

'( fuch effect upon me. &y ~y uI,lder­

" taking the educatJou of the prin~s, 
"you experienced the mortification of 
H being fepara~ed f110m a f'fiend (M. 

" Bonnard) whofe {ociety was dear to 
cc you j yOll pafied at Saint Clond aver, 

u agreeable 
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c, agreeable life, you could rece; ve and 

" entertain yotJr fflends; but it became 
" necetfary to renounce aU thIs, to fub­
" mit to the orders of a woman, and to 

" purfue a totally different plan. Thefe 
" changes excited in humour, and aI­
" tered the natural juftice of your mind. 
" Have the goodne[s to take all thIs into 
" your confiderarion, and to reflect feri­
c, o~fly on the difavowal I demand of 
" you; it only regards the accufation of 
" i'!lults; bUt I cannot difpenfe \Jith it, 
" and continue to live with you. I en­
er treat you not (0 give your anfwer to­
" day, but to confule, previoul1y, religion 
"and your heart. The difavowal mull: 
,~ be in the Journal, and written with 
If your own hand, which ought to be a 
" point of no confequence to you, and 
"will fave M. Lebrun a ufeiefs trou­
'f bIe"" 

* From hie avedioD. to the Journal, the Abb.! 
~Derallr wrote his articles ~n Joofe pieces of paper. 
and made M. Lebrun tranfcribe them into the 
Journal. 
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r'he Aloe Guyot's AnJwer. 

THE facts which the Countefs cites 
againft the Abbe Guyot, and which fhe 
regards as indifputable, he can confider 
in no other light, than as chimeras of the 
jmagination. The majority of thoCe 
whIch he could adduce in proof of tbe 

infults he has experienced, are contained 
in the Journal in the Countefs's own 
hand-writmg. They have in no refped: 
diminilhed his courage, ma.de him leCs 
zealous in the difcharge of his duties" or 
lefs anxious to live upon terms of har­
mony and good underfl:anding, which he 
confiders as indlfpen['l.ble to the fuccefs 
of the education. This is lhe an(wer 

of his confclence, and the Counters is 
fllfficiently acquainted With the Abbe 
Gl1yot not to expect hom him any 

other. 

Note 
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Nolt of Madam, tie Gmlis • 

• , S INCE the Abbe confiders hartn4lny 
"between us as indirpenfable to the 
'" fuccefs of the education, I am per­
u feCtly tranql1il. I have fard and 
4C proved that he has calumniated nre ~ I 

4C fubmit to the judgment of any perron 

U who will read the Journal with impartia­
c, lity. I repeat it, I have faid and prm'ed, 
" that the Abbe has calumOlated my 
~, e:haraB:er and conduct; I demand the 
., difavowal of a falfe imputation: if the 
~, Abbe refuCe, he muft filppofe that it 
iCc is abfolutely impoffible for the filadow 

"of harmony to fuhfift between tiS. 

" He com plains that I have overwhelmed 
« him with lnorti,fiCAtions and ;nJults; I 
u prove that he calumniates me: if he 
u pettifts in his accufation, how can we 
U live upon terms of good underftand­

"ing, or even obferve the common 
" forms .. 
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'r forms of politenefs towards each other? 
"" The Abbe, therefore, to be confiftcnt 
H with himfelf, o\tght either to -give in 

" his refignation, fiuee he acknowledges 
c, -that harmony is neceffary to the fuceers 
H of the education ; or, if he willies not 
-It (0 reGgn, to do the onlything&bac can 
U unite US! in either cafe, harmony will 
~, again he reftored. I cannot fuppofe 
" that the Abbe will adopt a third 
cc courfe, that of remaining with me, 

" upon the terms that exift between us 
cc at prefent, and of keeping his place, 
.. finee by his ()wn confeffion this would 
" be to act contrary to the good of the 
Ie education: and what motive could in 
U that cafe induce him to fray ?-If trus, 
"however, {bould be his intention. it 
H would be eafy for me to make him alter 
14 it, by fubmitting [0 the infpettion of 

" the Duke de Chartres the laft fh~t of 
C~ this Journal, and reqllcfting him to 

" examine other parts of the book, in 

" order 



~6+ JDurnal of Education 

Cf order to judge whether it be true that 
" I have loaded the Abbe with infults. 
cc Bu~ this ftep I {haH not take: if the 

H Abbe refufes to do me Juftice, and is 

"at the fame time defirous of keep­
" ing his place, I !halll>e fatisfied with 

" !taring fo extraordinary a proceeding 
" in this Journal. The inconveniences 
" of our mifunderftanding I Chait pre­

" vent, by devoting frill more time to 
"the princes, and by confecrating to 
"them every moment of my life: 
" meanwhile it is neceffary, as the ~du­
(c cation is under my comrol, that I 
" {bould know what I have to tn,ft to; 
'c and I therefore I equeft the Abbe ,to 
" give me a dilC(:1. and Immediate 3n­

" fwer, in his own hand, to the follov. iog 
" queftions: Is the Abbe unalterably 
cc determined not to give me the [atlf~ 

"fatlion I have demanded? and jf fo., 
" is he alfo determined not to give in l1is 
" refignation? He may anfwer the laft 

, cC queUion 
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Ct que!lion the more readily, as he may 
"CC be affured I }hall take no )leps whal. 

" ever towards dtpri'Oing bim of his oJ­
~' flee." 

--
Note oj the Abbe Guyot. 

I T is impofiible for the Abbe to dif. 
avow a thing, of (he truth of which he 
is convinced. The Countefs infers from 

hence, that harmony can no langer 
exifl between them, and that, as no go~d 
can be done without harmony, he ougbt 
to give in the refignation of his office. 
The Countefs has berfelf fuggefted a 
beuer mode of felt'hng the difpute, and. 
a mode more ref peaflli to the Duke de 
Chartres, that of laying before him aJl 
that has paffed wlthrD fOllr y.ears, aRd 
particula.rly finc:e .l;h~ laft winter. The 
Abbe means to draw up a iklct<;h of this. 
If the Duke fhould judge, not that tbe 
Abbe was guilty of calumny, in faying 

VOL. II. N that 
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that he had experienced infults, this is 
impoffible, but that he mifunderftood 
the intention of the Countefs, the Abbe 

will readily do every thing that Can give 
her fatisfaCl:ioo, fo fincerely defirous is 

he of removing every obaac1e to the 
{uceds of the edllc.ation. 

Note of Madame de GenTzs. 

·'T HE Duke de Chartres (hall not 
U judge from the Abbe's Jkelch, but from 
" the Journal, in which are contained, 
.C( the Abbe fays, fbi' itifu1fS he has re­
-<c ct'ived from me; from the Journal, 
"c which is teflimony not to be difpnted. 

" The Duke de Chartres will there fee 

" how far I have extended my patience, 
tC forbearance and lenity, in not having 

" before informed him of the Abbes 
., uncivil behaviour to my mother and 

u me. He will there fee how much the 

U Abbe, from hatred and other motives 

" eafily 
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(-( eafily perceived, has been mortified at 

" my having (he control of the educatiDn 
H of the princes. The Dl.lk.e de Chartres 

(c is at prefent in the country, lnd will not 

"return till Wednefdav. Till then, I 

" beg the Abbe not to come into my 

" prefence, and not to dine to-day with 

" the princes, becaure I ihall dine with 

Ie them rnyfelf, and becallfe I am not yet 

" enough of a hypocrite to beftow my 

" attentions and civilities upon a mall 
Cf who wounds me in the nearefl: points, 

H and wantonly inJults me," 

J.Vote of the Abbe Guyot. 

THE Abbe Guyot, convinced of the 

impoffibllity of re.efb.bli01ing harmony 

becween the Countefs and himfelf, has 

come to the refoilltion of writing, when­
ever il1e iliall think proper, to the Duke 

de Chartres, to requefi: leave to refign 
N 2 his 
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his connection with the prince5, as his 

fervices can be no longer ufeflll. 

As to the infults he profe1fes to have 

received, a word with which the Countefs 

appears extremely difpleafed, he has 

nothing more to fay, but that, confider­

ing the circumfianees, he regarded as 

fueh his being indIvidually excluded 

from th~ dinners at Belle Chaife, and 
other incidents which were the fequel of 
that exclufion, efpc:cially the refu[1.1 to 

admit hIm wIth the othej; preceptors of 

the princes, when he particularl? de1lred 

it: he regarded as {ueh the prohibition, 

on his account, to give any dinners at 
the Palais Royal, when the preceptors 

were llldifpo[ed, unlers they kept their 

beds, and it was dIrected by the phyfi­

cian: he regarded as fueh the Counters's 

anfwer to the letter he had tbe honour to 

write to her this winter, in which {he 

cenrurecl the education of the princes, at 
a time that it was aimoft entirely llnder 

his 
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his care, and taxed hlln pcrfonally with 
lin politenefs, ped3.ntry, and other faults; 
the anfwers (he rcmrncd in a fimilar fpl­

rit at S.lint Leu, when he recl.timed 
thofe funcbons whIch he thought effcn .. 

tlal to IllS duty :is preceptor; but n10ft of 

all the accufa.tioll of ha~ :ng occafioncd 
the lmforrunar<;: mlfundedl:anclwg be 
Tween himfelf alld the Countc:.fs, to which 

he is dle vicrim. 
He ha.s hitherto confb.ntly avoided 

Haling there particulars, that he might 
not give offence to the Countefs; out l1e 
IS at length obligt:d to yield to the fad 
necellity to wluch (he has reduced him, 
either of doing this, or of being confi. 

dered as a calummator. If fueh treat­

ment ueferves not the name of infults, 

he rcrratts the word, he \eaves the Coun. 

tefs at liberty to call it by what name 
fhe pleafes, he (hall prefer the name that 

will give her leafi: offence, and he could 
willi, if it were po(lible, to find nne that 

N 3 would 
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would nor at all dl[pleafe her; for he 

hefitates not to own, :hat it IS mortifYing 

and paintul to him to l)e obliged to qUIt, 
on account of a word, a fttuation to 

which he is attached by fo many ties of 
refpett and gr:ltitude to the Duke and 

Duchefs de Chanrcs, and the flrongefl: 
affetlion for rheir chl~r\ren. He wiiI 
only obllfve, t~l:l.t he was hurt at the 
time by all the particulars he has men­

tioned, aDd that the im preffion they made 

on IllS minJ WJ,S all that he meant to 

cAprers. 
He concludes with affuring the Coun­

ters tha.t he has never entertamed ei:her 

enmity or prejlH.ilce againft her; that It 

has been hIS conih.nt defire to pleafe 

her, and to obtam her confidence in every 

thing rdatlve to the buhne[s of educa­

tion; that he has been ready upon ali 

oecaGons to do jufbce to her zeal, her 

talents and her merit; and that he is 

firmly pc:rfuaded, that if ilie had been 
difpored 
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difpoied to converfe with him, and to­

relled: 'upon lllS character, the would 

have feen in him fentimcnts and virtues 

not unworthy of her cltecm. Such IS 

the true piCture of his mind, and from 

there feotImeots he will never depart, 

though he too phinly forefees [bt he 
Jhalllong have occaGon to l:tmem the 

injLlftice the has done him. 
The Abbe Guyot will not draw up the 

lketch he propofed for the Duke d'Or­
leans, as the Counters has unclcrr'lkell 

to prevail on tIle Duke to read tbis Jour­

nal, aou as what he has now written may 

not inadequately fupply the place of that 
!ketch. He appeals to tbe juftice of [he 
Countefs, and a1k.s her, whether he de­

feryes to be the victim of tills word 

which has [0 highly offended her. If he 

bad tbe honour uf Con vel ling with her 
for a moment, he llaltel S hill1felf he could 

convince her that this would be punlf11-
in;;; very (evercly an error ocnGoneu by 

N + the-
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the misfortune of being forced always 

to write his fentiments, and never to 

fpeak them. But for this practICe, every 

cloud that arofe would have been in­

!tantly JlffipateJ '11<. 

Note of Madame de Gmlis. 

"I ~ the firft place 1 feel myfelf bound 

" to an[wer the accufation of iiyults. The 
" Abb<.! cold me, iu fo many w')rds, that 

" I had loaded him with outrnges and 

" infults for three years and a half. I 
" fc'lid In reply, that to accuff: me of 
"filch conduct: was faying, that I am a 

" monner and an idiot. The Abbe per­

" fifted : 1 only demanded that he lhould 
H confd'S to me tbat lie had u[ed tbe 

" word \\ ithol.lt reflection, and had not 
"confidered how much was compre­

"hended in this Cl ud exprefiion; I 

* He would have preferrrd fpeaking to me, be­
caufe it was lef~ painful to hun to acknowltdge his 
error in converfation, than to write it WIth hli own 
hand in the Jammu. 

" added, 
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"a.dded, that after thIs fatisfaClion I 
"would bury every thing in oblivion; 

H and that fo noble an inftance of frank­

" nefs would revive in my hean the de­

C< fire I had felt of obtaining the friend­

" (}IIP of the Abbe. His reply to aU 

" this was a very po1itive refural. At 
" length he appears fenfible of the im­
" propriety of emploYlOg fo dlfguftmg a 
" phra[c, partIcularly when it has been 

" fo ot[en repeated. He IS now come to 
"his reafon, and fpcclfies the outrages 

" and infults he has received. He has 
"founn 1t lmpoffible to gIve them [0 
" earl y a date as the time that he firll: 
" .mnounced them, and he can go no 
,~ farther back than the laft winter. There 
., arc the infllirs. I. His being excluded 
" from the dmners at Belle CbaJJc. This is 
" all the Abbe fays upon the fubject; 
" but what fays the Journal ~ As the 

" Abbe" s want of polttenejs to my mother and 

" me tS ar rt'z:ed at Juch a pltch as to Juffir 
C' no rfjlraint before flrangers, particularly 

• 
N 5 "Madafllr 
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" Madame de Nanjotlti, 'lobo was flruck 

" 'l.vitb it, as u.iell as the cbtldren, who ob­
" jeyve a1ld jeJl upon it, in !pils of any thmg 
" I tan do to ji!ence them (fnas which thlS 

" Journal plOves, and which the Abbe 
" could not at the time deny), 1 imagine 
" that the Abbe u:zll gladly be excujed from 
" dming at Belle ChaJfo, and '[/Jul be pleaJed 
" 'with having two d/2)'S in the week to h. 
" flnw m hzs famtly and friends. I add. 
" ed, that had be bit her to given me reafin 
" to flatter 1i~vje'f I bat nry company was 
c< agreeable to bml, I jhould ha'L'e cOl!fidered 

" it as a duty and a pleqfure to iJrr.1ile bim 
" eury day. Such were my expreffions, 
., and fllCh the motives I affigned i!1 [be 

"Journal. No one airlllcdly will call 
"this an infulr. The Abbe has alfo 

" omitted in this recapitulation the fact 
" of his afterwards having written to me 
" to tell me he would be gl~d to dine at 
" Belle Chaifc every da.y that the princes 
"were there, and that I immediately 

" confcnted ro his requeft. There was 

" then 
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Ie then only a fingle day remaining whcrr 
"the pnnces did not chne with me. 

" The Abbe wrote to me once agaIn, 

"obferving, that, as it was Lenr, he 

H wllbed to dine that day alfo at Belle 
'" Cham:, for the firlcter adherence to 

U the rites of religion~ an adherenc~ that 
"he could not commodioufly pra:hfe 
" at his brother's. In compliance \Vlth 
" this Jetter, though the princes were 
c, not tLac any at Belle ChaiTe, and 

" though my healch had oblIged me to 

" give up [he obfervance of Lent, 1 con­

" fented LO receIve the Abbe, and to pro~ 

" vide fafl:·dlihes fur hIS accommodation. 

" There facts are all of them lecordtl! 

" in the Journal, which 1 have thIS d:ly 
" had the fausfaL1ion to le,pcrufc.-2. 
cc The prohibltton tojerve any damers to IIJ!.? 
" precep/~rs at the Polais Royal, and v.,htcb 

"wastjJued on m) account, fays thei\bbc. 
" It was not on hiS account, It was by 
"the exp. efs order ·of the Duke de 

" Chartres; nor can the fd.ct .. bc t..nknowJl, 

N 6 fince 
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" lince it is fa written, in fo many words, 

Ie in the Journal. If therefore in all this 

" there was any ll1[ult, the Abbe did not 

" receive It from me. 1 will add, that 

" theie gentlemen have fo much the lees 
" nght to complJ.jn in :hi5 cafe, 11nc~ it 
" was according ro avery ancient etiquette 

"that the preceptors were not to be 

" boarded by IllS Royal HIghne[s. No 

" complaint therefore can be more mif­
"applied, particula) Iy as they have al· 
" ways dined \\ hen they pleafed at BelJe 
"Chaffe and Saint Leu.-3' Becau[e 

" I have [aId that the princes, when com­

U mitted to my carc, bad the vices of 

" grojsneJs and l;;mg. This is a lim pIe 
" faEt, and the Abbe Guyot may put 
" the quefbon to the Duke de Chartres 

" hlmfelf, whom he has been defirou'i 
H to take as a Judge In his eaufe. The 

" Duke WIll tell him, tllat nothing is 

" more true, and. that he recounted to 

" me fevernl f .. dfehoods told to hllll by 
H the Duke de ValOIS before he was com-

" muted 
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" mitted to my care. I was compelled 
c< to tell this truth to the Abbe, bccaufe 

" he thought proper to applaud what 
" they had been. as if they had loft fome­
" thing fince they were ullder my direc* 
"tion. Nor is there any thing of out ... 
" rage or infult in this remarklJ fince a. 
" man, with all the merit in the world,. 
" may know nothing 1,1.,on the fubjecft 
" of education, or may have recourfe t'G­

" a wrong method in the outfet; befid¢ 
"that it is in faCt the fub-governor, 

(C when there is no governol, who is 

" fingly refponfible for the education.­
" 4. The Abbe fap tha.t I accufed him 

" of peda"try. If I had [aid, 0tr, you art 

" a pedant, indeed you are very pedantic, 

" I lhould have committed a breach of 
" politenefs; but I 1110uld not have com­
" mitted an injult; it would have been 
" an at,ack neither upon the Abbe's re­
C( putation nor his ptobity: but tbios I 
" have not done; I merely amufed myfelf 
(( with a few fallies againft pc:d.,lDtry in 

" general 
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K general terms; but named nobody.­

" The Abbe fays, that I have accufed 
., him of being the caufe of the mifun­

" derftanding between us. Such is the 

u precife truth: I [aid it, becaufe 1 thiNk 

" it, becaufe I have 'proved ie, and be­

" caufe this JOllrndl incontdl:ably proves 
H it. Whoever {hall read this article 

" with impartiaJity; above all, whoever 

H {hall run Over the whole Journal, 
"as I have to-dar, WIll be convinced 

" that I have never infulted the Abbe, 

'" and that it IS WIth great injl1ftlce that 

"he has imputed to me that I have. 

'"' The Abbe Indeed appears [0 be a Itttle 
'c forry for having made this charge: r 
" do noc upon account of it refleet either 
" upon his probity or the goodnefs of I-.IS 

4' heart, I only repeat what I have already 

" faid: Sir, be fa good (\5 to wnre in this 

" Journal that the expreffion in queftion 
~'was adopted by you without con­

'I fideration~ that you dId not lee! its mag-

" nitudt 
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It nitud~ and force, that you had not {uf­
« ficiently wtighcd it, in alOft, tell me 
" that you r~tra[l it; write only this one 
.. , word with your own hand in the Jour­
"nal, and I am fatisfied. I give you 
" my word that I wilf forget every thing, 
" that I wiU never fay another fyIlable 

" upon the [ubject; and that I will feek, 
"with my natural franknefs and fin­

" eerity, yom friendlhip and goed-will. 
'" Put yourfeifin my place, and fee whe­
" ther it is poffible to offer more equit. 
~, able terms. If therefore you decline 

" thi-s fatisfaction, there is none of any 

"other fort with which I can or Wlth 

f( which I ought to be contented." 

Note cf the Abbe Guyct. 

THE Abbe Guyot conceives that his 
laa note contains all which the Countefs 

defires. She does not regard as illfults 
the particulars he hOas mentioned: he 
retracts then, from hIs very {ou], this un-

fortunate 
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fortunate word hywlnch he only meant to 

exprefsthe impreffion whlch they wrought 
on him. Errors will not be the occafion 
of ftnfe and divifion between perfons of 

real honour. The Abbe GU) or, con~ 

fcious of his error in th~ prefent lOfl:ance, 

thinks it hJS duty to eliminate bimfelf, 
and is very fony for the pain and un~ 

eafinefs which the mifuodc"fl:a.ndm.g ha.') 

,aured; he has had his lhare of them. 

If the Countefs will grant him tl1e favour 
of a moment's interview, he {hall be con~ 

foled for all his fufferings by the f,leafure 

of feemg that every thing JS forgotten. 

}to!e cf lvlada111e tk Genlts. 

'~A ND I alfo forget every thing, and 
~. tha.t without rdhiction: 1 wlll only 

" beg leave of the Abbe to fay, that he 

CI ought [0 have been convil1(cd from 

" the fidl moment' that I had no jntell~ 
c, cion to infult him, finee I exprefsly 

" demed 
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" denied it, and faid that I mufl: have 

" been a monfter and an idiot to have 

"acted thus. But let us never give 

" the fubject anothtr word" nor even a 
" thought.-I will now tell the Abbe 
(C that I !hould have been very forry had 
" he retired, for two reafons, that of 

" loling for ever the hope of regaining 

" in time the good-will of a man juftly 
" deferving of efteem, and that of [te­

te ing him quit a place of which he has 

" been longer in potfdlion than myfelf: 
" I greatly refpett this feniority~,which, 
Ce in my opinion, gives him a claim to 

(( the affettion and gratitude of the 

" princes that I am not entitled to. I 
" refpect alfo in the Abbe, betide his 

" perronal qualities, his profeffion, for 
" which I Chall ever feel a kind of re­
" verence when it IS [upported, as in the 

" Abbe, with fo much dignity, regu­

"larity and decorum.. But for thefe 

~'confiderations, I lhould never have: 

H waited 
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"waited fo long for the noble and 

" frank avowal which he has ju£l: made; 
H and, the. Abbe excepted, thcle is no 
H one concerned in tbe education to­

U wards whom I would have fhewn the 
cc fame compblfance. The Abbe has 
(( done me juHice; and I now confider 
" it as a duty on my part, to requefl: th2.t 
cc he will accept my apolof:,y for every 

" tbing ill my anfwer~ and jtlil.lficalion 
H that may have difpleafed him. I flat­
u ter myfelf that he is fufficiently ac­
It quainted with my character to know" 
" that when I exprefs the fentiment of 
" reconciliation, it is from the fulners of 
'e my heart; and I have nothing to de­
le fire but that he may have the fame 
" feeling in equal force. May he fee 
U me as I am, and be convinced of thIs 

" truth, that I have defired nothing more 
" ardently than to contribute every thing 
" in my powerco'Lhe happinefs and fatis­
~, faction of my colleagues in this educa.-

"tWn.. 



Cc ti.:m. I am now at my toilet, and. in 

" hafte, as I want to go out at twelve; 

H but as foon as I have finilhed dreiling, 

Ie I will receive the Abbe wIth the greatell: 

" ple.1fure; and If he 15 ddirous of a par­
"ticular converfauon Wilh mE', I wil~ 

.. fee him to-morrow, and we WIll talk 

" as long as he plcaies.'''' 

rut/Jay. 14 Septmzler I7SS'. 

Note of Madame de Genlis. res INCE the event that has afforded 
" me (uch extreme facisfacrion, I have 

"had no time to WrIte in this Journal i 

" lowe therefore an account of my fen­

" tirnents, and in this explanation, the 

" laft I !hall make, I would lay open 
" to there gentlemen my heart and my 
" determiHations. The noble, frank, 

"and pathetic manner in which the 
(C A bbe Guyot fpoke. to me" Monday 
(' morning, has given him a claim to 

" my tcndereft frieod01ip, and during 
CI my 
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" my whole life"'. He has great {enfi­

H billty. Whatever happens, he will ever 

"be my friend. If any little clouds 
,. lhould nfe between us, I will call to 

"mind the venerable and meltmg aIr 

Cl with wInch he addreffed me; 1 wIll 
Ie call to mind the [weet fat:sf.tcbon wIth 

" which we embraced, and I am Cure that 
" the recoUeEl:ion will ar all riOles prefcnoe 

"me from aCpeliry and every 1imilar 
"feeling. There therefore are the re[o­
" lutions I have formed. I cannot re .. 

"nounce the privilege thar has been 
" given me by thore to whom belongs 
cc the difpofal of the children under our 
"care, the privilege of teaching them 
"myfelf every thmg which I may thmk 
" my[elf capable of teaching them: but 
H I protell:, and I flatter myfelf there gen­
"tlemen will not doubt my fincerity, 

'* He wept; he fp*e 'V"ith fQ much feeling that 
my tean alfo flowed. WIth reB:itudc: and goodnefs 

gf heart how apt are we to be credufD\.l8! 

" that 



i'C that I have never for a moment exer­
" cired this privilege from a fpirie of op­
H pofition, or any petty motive of vanity; 
'c I am equally incapable of either mean­
"nefs. I have r-eflected fa much upon 
" children, have written fa many thlOgS 
" for, and lived fo long with them, that, 
" Without pofieffing greater talents than 

" many others, I am perfuaded that I 
cc have a way of inftrucring them that 
" is particularly amattive. I love them 
" plffionately; all my lIfe has been de­
.. voted to them, and it is not perhaps 

" abfurd to fuppofe that nature has given 

" me fame peculiar charm to allure dIem, 
cc and that I am formed for them alone. 
Ie Thus there are many things which I 
" have been defirous of teaching to the 

" chIldren confided to our cart', becaufe 
" I believed, and indeed Caw, tbat I had 
cC greater mfiuence over them, and that 
" they heard me with' more attention. 

" Wlt11 refpect to the firft .communion, 

6 " I had 
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cc I had formed a plan and written a 

~, work upon the fubjeLCf, and as both 

" appeared to me fuitable to the oecaGon .. 

" I could not confent to facrifice them. 
" But I can readdy conrent not to give 
" the name of a preparmg the Duke de 
" Pa/qis for his firfl communion, to the 
" mere circumfi.ance of lec:ures of piety, 
II which might be read at any other tlme, 

H and the peruting witb him a work upon 

.c the fubjea. Tne Abbe Gllyot can­

." not but be aware, that if the princes 

" had a g(J\'e'/"oor -of the maJe rex, of a 

C~ religious -taft of mind, and habitll<> 
4, ated ltO "the writing of books, he could 

H not ta'ke it ill of rhis governor to read 

" with his pupils leCtures of piety, and 

u to go over with them a work of hiS 

"( writing upon the fubjed: of their firf!: 

t< communion. There are other func­

" rions that belong exdllfive1y to tho;! 
" preceptor, ana which i have never in­

" vaded) fuch as the hearing them fay 
" their 
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« their prayers, a function in my opinIon 

" of more importance than is commonly 

H thought, of ceaefling them their cate­

" chifm, inftrucbng them in the nature 
" of the feven facramentE., and examin­

" jng jnto the nate of their eonfeiences. 
U A general confeffion previous to the 
" firft communion is indifpenfably neeef­

" fary, and this ought to be accompanied 
" with a minute detail and a great va.­
" riety of queftions, dlEtated by mature 
" refleCtion, and made on purpo(e for 
" perfons of their rank, as well as fuiled 

H to thelf charaCters and defeas. This 
"is a buGnefs that falls directly upon 

"the Abbe, and forms [he true pre­
" paration of which I am fpeaking. Thi~ 

H fpecies of lecture muet be rereated at 

" leail: three times, and I ihall take care 

If to give the Abbe evety opportunity~ 
U and aU the time neceifary for that pur­
"pore. It will befide ~be)ong to the 

Cf Abbe to expound the cateclll{m in re-
u lation 
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C' ladon to the communion, and to caufe 
H the prince to perform the penances 
"that fhall be prefcribed him at con­
ce fenion, which has indeed always been 
H the Abbe's affair, and in which I have 
" nevt'r meddled. It will be incumbent 
" on him to fpeak to the Abbe Moreau, 
" for the purpofe of fuggefting to him 
" the faults he ought to reprimand, the 
cC fubjeB:s upon. which he ought to dilate, 
" a.nd the penances it were moil: to be 
~, wiihed he fuould prefcribe. In this 
'" I will never interfere. To conclude, in 
'(c addItion to aU there articles I will give 
cc the Abbe every day a lecture of reli­
ce gion to read, independent of thefe 
",c qudbons of con[clcnce; and to him 

u it will belong to lead the Duke to the 
"holy table, to [pend with him the 
~, greater part of the preceding day: as 
" well as of the day of this {olemn tral'lf­

" atlion. From thIS enumeration I 
"think I may venture to fay" that it 

" will 
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" will be the Abbe who has prepared 
"' the Duke de Valois for his firfr com­
" munion, and T thall fay it with the 

"greatell: pleafure. The Abb~ Guyot 

" may depend upon it, th~t, as long as I 
"lh<lll have rear on [0 thInk him my 

"friend, I (hall be more jealous than 
" lllmfelf of his reputatIon and dignity. 

" I have no pride, of which thefe gentle4 

" men will one day be convinced j but 

" I have fufficlent digl1lty of mind to 

" feel, that the moll: fi~atrering thing for 

c, me, as bemg at the head of the educa~ 

" tio-!\, is to have for my atfociates men 

" of underfranding and merit, and tOgl'rC 

" them all the wtight and lnfluence that 
" is poffible: betide, tillS wIll create in 

" f,.LVour of OLlr pupIls a very defirable 

"and advantageous prepoffeffion: for 

" if it appears that all the per[ons con­
" cerned in rhelr education have u.lents 

c: and merit, that ther-mutuallyeficem 

"each other, and have but I)ne fyf-

\'OL. n. 0 " tem 
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" tern and one manner of thinking, an 
" infinitely better opinion will be enter­
" tained of the children, and this opinion 

" wIll render their firfi: appearance in the 

" wolld more bril hant and more pleafing. 
C' I have frequently faid in the Journal, 
" that when [he Duke de ValOIs fhould 
" arnve at the age of thmeeo, he ihould 
,', devote more tllnc.: to Latin; the Abbe 
(( therefore, If he plea(es, may begin the 

" winter afler next to gIve him an hour 
« and a half a day. I conclude this ar­

" tide by entreatIng the Abbe to rpeak 

" to me upon all occafions with cunfi­
t( dence, to be aff"ured of my franknefs, 
cr my fincere love of peace, and my 

" extreme defire to contribute to the 
" happinefs of the perfons with whom I 
"live, particulally when they dlfcover 
"[uch virtues and merit as himfelf. 
"With regard to M. Lebrun, I will 
" tell him alfo> th.at I forget, with all my 
"heart, every thing that has patfed i 

" but 
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" but I will not conceal that this oblivion 
cr was more difficult refpeaing him than 

" the Abb,c. The Abbe fcarce1y knew 
H me; the 10[s of the fociety of his friend 
cc was calculated tq. dlfpleafe and mortify 

" him: if he difp(ayed coldne~, III hu­
" mom, and even injuftice towards me, 

" it was not at all unnatural: I took it 
" not aml[s that M. Lebrun became 
" ImmedIately attached to him, though 

H he plainly perceIved that the Ahbe 

" did not, and mdeed could nor, for a. 

" long time, love me. M. Lebrun was 
.( to live ""ith him, and he did fight to 
" lIve w]tb hIm upon good terms: but 
" the Abbe's dl[content led hi:n to com­

" pl.{in of me (he pretends not [0 deny 

" It): he murmured, and M. Lebflln 

"Iiftened to Ius murmurs and com­
I( plaints! In this final explanation I 

" will take the liberty to i:ty, that M. 
" Lebrun owed me fufficient gratitude 
'" and friendihip to prevent hIS rectjvi~ 

o 2 " fuoh 
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" fuch complaInts for an infl:ant; even 

"had there been wft)ngs to allege 

.. againl1 me, he ought not to have hr­
a tened to them, he ought not to have 

"countenanced the leafl complamt. 

" H ld be aEt-ed with thIs firmnefs, he 

"would have acq lIll ed a fu perior claim 

" to the Abbe" dleemJ would have dif­
" charged a duty he .)wed to me, and 

" our domeHlc tranqt11Ihty wculd have 

"been a thoufand times Ids dlP.:urbed. 
"J arcJlhe M. Lehrun's conduct to a 

" flight degl ee of weaknc[s, and \ 'ant of 

(( refleCtion only, and not to hIS heart. 

H Mine WIll retain no degree of rdent· 

" ment, and of tbjs he may be afiured, 
If as I ,1m incapable of dIfguifing the; 

" truth, ann upon the preCent occafion 

" can have no temptation to difgtlife It. 

te M. Lebrun has ne\"er been able, or 

" attempted to allege the {hadow of a 

H wrorg agatofl: me; and lr is for that 

" rea[on that, 111 the pre[ent declaration 

" of 



" of my fentimenrs, I makl? this rc­

" proa(h. 1 would have aVOided H, 

" had I perceived in hll11 a moment's 

" con[cipu[nefs that he is not cnUI ely 

" unde[ervlng of It. For the 1 dl, 1 I c­
H peat it, I bury every tiling in oblIvion, 

"and wIll never agam fpeak of the 

"fubjecr. If M. Lebrun lS cap:lble of 

"the fentiment of fnemllhlp, I !lull 

" certal111y reVive It In hi~ heart, and the 

" moment any of Its genume fymptoms 

"become vdib1e, I ~m rcady to rdl.ore 
" to him aliI have ever felt for 11l1l1.-1 

" have lilll one WOld to {hy It[;;eding 
" the reprimand 1 yefterday gave the 

"Duke de Valois: M. Lebrun does 

" not mention it in his Journal. It was 

" thus 1 addreffed him 111 the prefence of 

"that gentleman: 'I have repeated a. 

" thoufand times to your Highne{s, thac 

H whenever you fall in refpett, obedience 

h and affection towards.the Abbe Guyot 

" and M. Lebrun, I fha.ll confider your 

o 3 " rcfpett, 
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C{ refpea, obedlence and affeEtion to me 

"as of no value; and that I flMll no 

l' longer belIeve In your attacllment and 

" gratitude to me, than wlllle 1 perceive 

"in you the fame fentiments towards 

.. thefe gentlemen. 1 fald this to you 

" when you wei C firO: confided to my 
" care, and I have finee rCIT1Jndcd YOll 
I, of it ag1111 and agam: hMl I for a 

.. , iingle moment of my life hdd a dif­

e( ferent language, I iliould ha\"e been 

" worthy only of your contempt/ The 

" Duke de Valois anfwered in tears, that 

e' it was true I had ever fpoken "to him 
It thus, that he fincerdy repented his 

"behaviour, &c. He then tenderly 
cc embraced M. Lebrun, and apologized 

"for his conduct In a manner that 

"evinced great fenfibtlity. Such has 

" confiantly been my language and can­

" dllCt, at a time too when I had reaCon 

" to believe that there was no great de­

" fire of infpiring the princei with a fa-

" vourable 
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"vourable opinion of my fentiments 
" upon education, or of making them 
(( feel tJle tender gratitude they owed 
"me. But this is of little concern to 
" me; I wi!h to educate them 10 the 
" befi: manner I am able, and this is the 
" only end I have in vIew. Thefe gen­
u tlemen may enjoy the fruit of our 
"common labours, and the jun: grati­
" tude of our pupIls; tbey WIll continue 
"to relide at the P:tials Royal; they 
" will fee tbem, and will have an OPPOl"4, 

"tunity of cultlvatlOg their affection: 
"for my fel f, lincerely and unalterably 
cc determined, from the moment I firft 
" entered Belle ChaiTe, to quit the world 
" for ever as foon as the education lhall 
" be finilhed, I lhall confequently live 
"neither in Paris nor its vicinity. 
" Though I leave thofe to believe, whom 

" fuch a feparation will. afflict, that the 
" difrance between us will not be great, 
"my refolution is not the lees irrevo-

o 4 " cably 
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" cably fixed. Then It will be (een that 

" no kmd of ambition, not even that of 
"' being treated wllh more conlideration 

C' in the world, ha~ ever influenced my 

H athons, and that all 'lY labours and 
" Cacrifices have been dIctated Colely by 
"fllt.ndfhlp, and a udire to be ufeful. 

" After making tlus avo\\ ~!J I en.treat 

" thefe gentlemen to reflet't, whether it 
'c be pomble for me to be mfll.enccd by 

" motives of childllh v .lnuy, al'd to fa­
" crifice the good of the educ"cion to 
" unmeanIng pretenfions and fr;volous 
cC claims. I have but one object, chat 

" of executing faithfully the val iOlTS im­
" pOl"tant dutIes of my talk, and of being 
" able to carry with me mto retIrement 
"the confolation that mull: flow from 

"the recol1t:Cl:ion. I conclude with 
" telling M. Lebrun, that I do not aJk. 
" him to give any an[wer to what I have 
,c now faid, that I thollght it might be 

" ufeful to open my h~rt to him without 
cc referve, 
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(c referve, but that henceforth I {hall not 

" again fpeak of thefe things. I conjure 
" him to refleCt on all that IS contained in 

" this e~planation, and to believe that~ 
"when I have had leaf! reafon to be 
" fati~fied with hiS conducr, I have not 

" ceafed co feel an interefl: in his favour, 

" and have alleged for him to myfdf, 

"better perhaps than he could ha.ve 
"done, aU that could be pleaded in 
" extenuation of his fall Ie. If he place~ 
" any value in my friend{hip, it depends 
" folely on himfelf to regam It entirely. 
" I beg him to read thIS note to the Abbe 
" GuYOt." 

T/.JutjJay, 15 Septemher 1785., 

Note of M. Lebrun. 

SINCE the Counters thinks my con,. 
dud [Q have been blameable, IC mull 
certainly have, been io, and the defire 
llie fhews of burying m oblivion 1h4 

05 wrongs 
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.wrongs I have done her, does not make 
it lefs incllmbent on me frankly to ac­
knowledge them, and to exprefs to her 

the regret which I feel. She will have 
the goodnefs to believe, that the heart 
had no concern in them, and that they 
are to be imputed folely to the unfortu­
Ilate mifunderftanding that has hitherto 
prevailed. I will venture to affert, that 
I never had, and never {hall have, any 
ambition but that of difcharging with the 
moft fcrupulous exaCl:nefs, and the mof\: 
ardent zeal, whatever fhe has required, 

ot {hall require of me, for the purpofe of 
promoting the plJn of education file nas 
conceived; nor a wifh for any other 
C'ew~l'd than that of tranquillity and fatif­
faction. Thefe I c..I.nnot enjoy, but 
through the fliendQup of the Countefs; 
but peace IS now re-eftabhfhed, and Gte 
has promifed me that fnendlhtp. 1 am 
therefore about to commence a new era of 
felicity,; 1 ihall owe it to her" and it 

will 
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will be the dearer to me on that account. 
If any clouds fhould rife, let them not be 
fuffered t~ gather; let her fend for me~ 
let her tell me of what !he has to com· 
plain: r will either exculpate myfelf, 
or with perfeCt readinefs avow my fault" 
(hat £he may be induced to forget it, 
and may be convinced that I haTe no­
thing more at heart than to pleafe her, 
and to contribute every thing in my 
power to make ll~r happy, as fhe de­
krves to be. I thank her for having 
added to the Journal of yeaerday the 
circumftance I had omitted; in talking 
(0 the Abbe upun the fLlbjeCt this mom­
ing, I difcovered the omiffion, and filould 
wl1h pleafure have fupplied it. 

Note of Madam, de Genlis • . 
"I HAVE read M. Lebrun's note, 
~f and I tha.Qk him foe it; ~ made a, 

06 U lively 
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" lively impreffion upon me. It is pre-
4' bable that, from extreme delicacy and 
" feeling, I may have been too irrita­
U ble; let us all have the goodnefs and 

" grearnefs of foul (0 forget our mutual 
"wrongs, and never to recall the re­
Ie membrance of them, unlefs it be the 

" better to feel the value cf the peace 
4C and happinefs which are reil:ored to us, 
" and [0 efl:eem and love one another 
II the more by thinking of the frank­
U nefs and fenfibility WIth WhICh, with­
" out the mediation or intervention of 
" any perron whatever, we have opened 
.( our eyes, acknowledged our errors, 
(( done mutual and complete jufiice [0 

" each other's chal aCl:ers, and effeCl:ed a 
t, reconcihation equally fincere and laR· 

fC mg *." 
Note 

• Sincere as was tbis reconciliation on my part, 
it continued but for II "'/hort period; and wllat ought 
to hay/' firengthened our intimacy proved the mealls 

of deftroying it. OUJ" pupil6J during winter, dined-

only 
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Saturday, IS Oflo6er 1785" 

Note of Madame de Genlis. 

BOUT twice a week I (ball take-
" the princes to fee fame manufactures 

« and cabinets. If the Abbe Guyot and 

"M. Lebrun have any defire [0 be 

" of thefe parties, I will fo arrange mat­

"ters that they {hall viGt thofe which 

" are moll agreeable. On there days 
cr the Count ~ Beal~ollois will take ao. 

" airing WJth the Abbe Mariotti 0 J" , at­
C( tended by Stephana. Nothing Ihould 

only three times a week at BdI,. Chaffe: they had a 

table at the Palais Royal; this table I fuppreffed and 

added it to ours, which was a more economical plan, 
and afforded me greater intercourfe wIth the chll­
dr!'n,. as well as with the preceptors, who were con­

tinually complaming that tht:) (lid not fee me often 
enouglt. This arrangement however invohtd me 
in a new quarrel witb the two Abbes and M. Le­
brun. 

* The other Ab~, and an Italia., preceptor t. 
M. de BeaujoUoia, of whom, I beheve, I have already 
{poke •• 

" be 
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" be given to the poor who may fall in 
" the way of the princes, without firft 
" ancing the pnnces if they wiCh to give 
rc any thing, and how much, in order to 
U accuftom them to think of [ueh things 
H themfelves, and learn to proportion 
If their charity to the neceffities of the 
c, object who implores it. Any [alfe 

" ideas which tbey may entertaiFl upon 
" this fubject fhould be corrected, a.nd 
Ie we thould endeavour to cultivate in 
" them a compaffion that is tender, and 
" at the [arne time judlciollS and rational. 
" I rely upon the humamty and dlfcem­
" ment of thefe gentlemen: I flatter 
c( myfelf they will feel thac, to confuIt 
" children upon the little opportunities 
" tbat daily occur of givmg alms, to let 
" the merit of fuch aCts be in appearance 
II their own, artfully to excite their pity, 
H to praife them fc:,r every tnftance of 
~, fenfibility they (hall evince, and to 
-'. feafott all this with fome apt and (hort 

" refletl:ioDS, 
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." re:Bections, cannot but be productive of 
" happy effects. ~ 

• 
• 

• Such are the arrange. 
" ments * I have made, and there are 
" my reafons, which I ihall affign to the 

" gent1.emen, not becaufe I am bound 

" fo to do, but becau(e I confider them 

" as my friends, otherwl[e I filould not 
c< affign them. • The Duke JIld Duchefs· 
" de Chartres expreffed a defire that a 
"{hiaer intercourfe might fubfift be. 
"tween theil children and me: this 
" alone would have determined me to 
cc make the arrangement; but I alfo 
" find It to be a very economical mea­
" Cure, and extremdy beneficial to the 
" c:ducation. The gentlemen themfelves 
"have frequently [aid that I am [he 
" perron bert loved apd man: feared by 
If [he children, which is natural, as I 

* Relative to the economy of uniting the houfc. 
hold of MadcrooifeUe to that of the pnm:es. 

" poffef. 
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" poffefs the great eft authority, and ai 

" they fee me honoured with the con .. 
U fidence of their fdther and mother: 
(( this is not afcribable to my talents, it 
"IS fimply the refult of my fitlJation. 
" Hence it is obvious to perceive how 
"defirable it is that they ibould pars as 
" much time as poffible with the perfon 
u whom they principally rerpett, and 
"who has moil influence over them • 

. " Hence it appears that the leifot}s they 
"take in my prefence' muft gain the 
" greateft attention, and thofe which they 
cr take from me per[onally be the mofl ufe­

"ful. 1 am for this reafon willing to teach 
" them many things, which thefe gen. 
" demen are as capable of teaching them 
" as I: there are others) of little corn­
u parative importance, in which thefe 
Ie gentlemen could not become my fub. 
I( ftitute. Such are, for example, the 

" care of diveriifymg their recreations, 
Ie and managing them Hl a mallller which 
.. may be beft calculated to lead t9 cer-

t. cain 
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" tain agreeable acquifition'i. I intend to 
" make them play Proverbs all this win­
" tel': for this purpofe it is neceffary to 
" be a~le to compore them extempore; 
" to give them an inftrucrive and moral 
H cait, and to play them with propriety olt. 

" I !hall :lIfo for the future hear them re­
" peat thetf memoriter verfes; becaufe 

"their pronunciation, particularly that 

" of the younger, is very vicious; be­

(C caufe I have paid conGderable atten­

e, tion to elC rl1Je~ of pronunciation and. 
(' declamation; and becaufe I WlOl them 

"to declaim well. In fine, they are 
"naturally rough, unpoliLhed, and 
" aukwarcl; and in pailing t Je day at 

" Belle Cbaffe they will have the advan~ 

u rage of feeing my family and friends, 
" and will fpontaneoufly affllme, under 

~ r This amufement 15 equally agreeable and in­
ftruclive when it afiumes a moral complexion; it 
teaches to fpeak with collectednefs and propriety, , . 
and gives a confiderable command of language and 
ftyle. 

" my 
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" my obfervation, liberal manners, and 
« the tone I wIlli them to potfefs. Such 

" are the advantages of tlllS new arrange­

" ment, and it is Impoffiule to <.1lfcover 

" one inconvenience tbat v. ill ferult from 

"it. Accordl11g1y, when, 111 the letters 
" I have pre[ervcd, any remonfrrances 

" have been directed ag.1infr it, not one 

" inconvenience to the princes has been 
"alleged, becaufe in reality not one 

" eXlfts ; it has only been remarked that 
'Ie it would be inconveOlent for the gen­

" tlemen concerned in their education. 
fC To that I have a alOrt anfwer: Do 
« they think that it will be very conveni­

"ent to me? Do they think that, lov­

" ing ardently as I do to write, to corn­
u pofe, to read; that, having fo many 
" agreeable occupations to which I have 
" long been attached, it will be very con­
'( venient to have children in my cham­

" ber the whole day long; to hear two 
'letfons in languages with which I am 

" acquainted. 
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" acquainted *, afterwards to make one 
.. In their game, and to hear them repeat 
" things which already I know by rore ? 
'" Th~ is certainly very inconvenient; 

" but the children are dear to me, and 

H the pleafUle of being ufeful to thero. 

"renders every thing agreeable and 

Ie eaey. Vlhatever can be advantageous 

" to them will never 1eem burthenCome 

" to me. Such ought to be the feeling 

" of us all, and 1 am very fure that a 

" moment's reBettion will reconcile there 
" thoughts to thefe gentlemen. Peeu~ 

" niary Caving is not the principle of this 

cc change, and yet much pecuniary [av­

" iug will rife out of it. 
" To conclude~ the union of thefe dif. 

" ferent tables is fraught with inl1umer. 
H able advantages to the education itfelf, 

* Englith and Italian. The only books they' 
read were books that I have read IUany times over. 
During thefe leff'ons given fb my apartment, I wrote­

or read; but it will ~adilr be fuppofed wita lit~ 
pleafure, an4 perpetual diftraaion. 
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" as well as great pecuniary faving; and 

" every thing may then, accordmg to 

" my mode of accompts, be put down 

" In a fingle bQok wlth it11provr.d fim­

" pItCHY and pcrf'ptcL10US order. It is 
" impoffible therefore that the meafure 

"I have adopted can be oEher than 
"fight. I know that It IS nor pleafing 

" to thefe gwt1e:nen, and I am forry for 
(( It. I am defirolls of thl:lr fncndfi1ip; 

" their company has become agreeable 
.ct and pleafant to me, and I had boped 

" that a change, attended with no other 
" new impofition than that of coming to 
" dine and fup at Belle Chaife, when 

" they were not otherwife engaged, could 

'"' Dot be unpleafant to them. I find 

" myrelf mifraken : they fay that this 

"arrangement is very difagreeable to 
" them. and that it l~ a gnevol1s burthen 
" to have their eating padour at [nch a 

" diLlance from th~lr habitation. This 
"remonfrrance has introduced fome 

" cbange. 
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" change into my plan: I had intend~ 
H ed to tby at home to dinner at Belle:: 

~, Chaffc the days on' which the princes 

~c dlO~with their mother, folely for the 

Ie pleafure of recelving thefe gentlemen; 

" but 1 felt that it would be ridiculous 

" to impofe [his law upon myfeIf in re­

"!arion to pel fOils who did not cvme 
Ie there but WIth repugnance; and I 

"haH determined to give thefe two 

" days to my family. I will add farthe~, 

'~that howevt!r agreeable it may be to 

" me to live \\' ith there gem lemcn, and 

(( to fee them frequently, I {hall never 

" take it ill of them nor to dine with 
H me fo often as the pleafure of rh{"ir 

H company 111lght make me with; and I 

" reql1efr them never to put themfelves 
"under confrraint for that purpofe. 

" This I fhould have thought it unne­

e' cc!fary to fay if the Abbe Guyot had 

" not had the poht"enefs to defire me to 

" excufe them on Monday next, &c. 

" Once for a1l I beg theft.. ~r:-dtlemen to 

" be 



J r 0 'JOlffllai of Education 

c, be perfuaded that they will always b« 

cc received at Belle Chaffe with extreme 

" pleaCure, and that it is totally unnecef­
H fary that mere polltenefs Cklould -:t any 
" time bring them. What I have now 
" \\ ritten I !hall lay before Monfeigneur, 
" together with the l.1(1: letter of the Abbe 

" Guyot, and entreat him to read them 
" through; he will then be competent 

"to decide between lIS. This fiep I 

" !hall take, becaufe in the preCent caCe 

cc It IS indllpenfahle. If tkere arore :my 
"difcuffions between there gentlemen 
" and me upon ethel rubJects, I certainly 

" {bould not trouble l\1ottfeignellr with 
" them; he hlS deigned to confide the 
" whole education to me, and upon me 

" it is incumbent to make a nght ufe 
" of thiS authority. I however owe to 

" him, and moO: of all to myfelf, the 
" fubmittmg to his infpeCl:ion a clear 
Ie and precife account.- of the functions 

" with which he has entrufted me." 
NcJ!e 
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MQnJay, 23 Oaohll' 178$. 

Note of Madame de Gen/is. 

" TH'S Duke d'OrIea.ns has read this 
"article, and authorifes me to exprefs 
"to M. Lebrun his thanks for that 
"gentleman's fuperintendance of the 
" ex pence of the Palais Royal oK<, which 
"appears to him to have been very 
" reafonably conducted. He adds, that, 
" judging from the accountslhavealways 
" given him, in -every refpect, of the 
" conduct of M. Lebrun, and from his 
u own obfervation, he entertains the li>eft 
" opinion of his charatter, and the ut­
" moO: con6dence in his integrity. The 
" Duke has alCo read the letter of the 
" Abbe Guyot, remonftrating againft the 
" new arrangement. He authorifes me 
" to lignify to there gentlemen that he 

* The private table whkq, the princes h~ hi­
therto had at the PaWs Royal, and which was now 
{Ppprdl'ed in faTour of that of Belle Chafi"e. 

"has 
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,. has witneifed with particular furprife 

"complaints that have no fhadow of 
"foundation. He ne"er told them that 
" he meaned to efiabht11 at g.le Palais 
" Royal a table for them; but that, not. 
U wlthftanding the ufual praCtice, he 
H con[ented they lhotlld eat at the [arne 

" table with Ius children, both in town 
" and in the country iii; they have never 

" had 

* Before my time, the children at the Paluis Royal, 

and In all the houfdlOlds of the princes of the Lluod, 
had a table which was entlrely excluiive; not only 

the fub governors alld preceptors did not eat at it; 

but 110 advance whatever was made for theil fubfifi. 
encl', and even in the count! y they kept a table at 

their own expenee. I obtaIned for M. Bonnard a 

regular ell. .. hhfhment for hiS table at Saint Leu, and 

he was frill at Paris at his own expence. For my 

own affOClates in the educatIOn 1 obtamed the light, 

~hlch was ~ery natnrd.l, of eating WIth the pupils 

both In town and country. I had already beell 

blamed for choofing a rub-governor not of noble 

dtofcent, and the blart(e was {hll louder when they 
raw hml fit at the fame table With th(' princefs; for 

etiquttte W<lS at that time more rigorous upon this 
artJde: 
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"had :l table of their own, only the 
H table of the princes. That table exil1s 
" no longer at the Palais Royal; but it 
" is not the table of there gentlemen, 
" it is tte table of the princes that has 
" changed fituation. To give them a. 
" right to complain it would be neceffary 
(( to have promifed them that the princes 
cc fhould never change their eating par­
" lour. Atprefentthe) dineatBelleChaffe, 
" and their inftructors are invited: when 
"the princes d1l1e again at the Palais 

• " Royal~ there gentlemen {hall dine with 
<c them. J make no change in the for­
ce mer arrangement for the country; of 

"confequence the permiffion grantf'd 
" them there frill continues as extenfive 
C': as ever. 

"Before I retllrn the Journal, I willi 

art.icle: but I regarded cenfure with defiance, and 
defired nothing but to gain the kindnefs of my af. 
felfon : it IS now [een what their gr"titude was. 

VOL. U. P "to 
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" to fpeak offome complaints I have to 
" make that concern the Abbe Mariot. 
" uni only. In the firl1 p'lace, I had ex­
C'C prefslY'defired him to make a Journal 
.e of his obfervations refpeetingthe cba­
" rafrer of the Count de Beaujollois, the 
C( manner in which he employed his 
H mornings, &c. 9f this Journal I have 
'" been able to obtain no more than a few 
'" fueets; for upwards of eight months 
'( the Abbe has dlfcominued it, and it 
"was never made with tbe leaft care 
4' or regularity. I had alfo exprefsly 
U defired the Abbe to l)lefidt:, when the 

" princes made their analyfe's from Me­
c'taftafio, and to correa: everyanaJyus 
c, as foon as it was fimtlled: this, I was 
" told~ was done. Upon our arrival. at 
~'Pad$ I aiked to fee thefe analyfes, 
" when I was informed that the Abbe 
«, had not yet fin.iilied his ~orrea:ionst 

" but that 1 fuould hav~ them in a few 
<;> 

"~ays. At length a fingle copy-book. 
~, was 
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~, was brought me containing five analy­

" fes, the firf! of which had been written 
" fo long ago as the 2zd of Ian: Apnl i 
" time ~nollgh i"u confcience for ~t t~ 

• 
4' have received the Abbe's corrections. 
H How great was my furprife at not be­
es ing able to find a tingle alceration, or 
" even one mark of his pen! 1 then [uP: 
" pofed that the Abbe had fuperintended 
" while M. Lebrun wrote thefe analyfes 
" from the dictatIon of the Duke de Va­
"lois, and had -taken that opportunity' 
" of correcting any miftakes the princes 
" might make. I therefore read thefe 
c" analyfes; but I was foon convinced of 
4t my error, by the abfurd mifconftru~­
ft tions with which every line abounded. 
U I compared them with the origit:lal, 
cc and I found that from beginning t~ 
cf end they were l'erfeB:ly dev?id .~ 
., common {enfe. The names were eoo­
C( founded, the incid~ts mirunde,,*6~, 
" aD.d the events perpleiett ind l'e~rea 

P 2. " uninte1li-
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"unintelligible. The Abbe has thus 
"been lefs punCtual ill this inftance, 
" than refpeCting the Journal I defired 
" him to write, or rather, he ~as been 
~r wholly regardlefs of my exprefs direc­
"tions. I have done in four days what 
"he has not been able to do in fix 
" months: with Metafrafio in my _hand, 

" I have corrected all the analyfes, or 
It rather have re-written almofr all of 
" them from beginning to end. Durini 
" a great part of the fummer I was pre­
" fent at the Idfons given by the Abbe 
" to the princes j and I can fay with per­
ce fea truth, that I faw a thoufand in­
cr frances in which he ought to have 
" awakened their attention, to have ob­
" fenT ed that they were lifrlefs and indo­
" lent; that he who was not reading, and 
" who was to follow the leffon, did not 
" even look at the book, &c. the Abbe 
H did not once ~prove them for thefe 

cc things, I.. but purfued his lecture with-

" out 
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"out caring whether he was heard or 
"not. ThIS is not the mode of tench~ 

" ing we ougbt to prathfe with children, 

" nor is It the mode which zeal and a 

" love 'of our duty would prefcribe. The 
H Abbe wdl perhaps fdY, that I was pre­

" fent, and It was therefore my bufinefs 
c, to lCproVC them. Cert;ltnly not, when 

" I do not m yfclf give the kif-an; and 

H particularly when I am ,\ Ilting, or 

" olhenvlfe employed at the time. Frc­
" qLlently, how;-ver, (0 ftrikll1g was their. 
" inattentIon, that I dId repl ove them, 

H perceiv1l1g that the AtJhc paired it 
" over~ or rather was wholly indifferent 
H about It; which allomlhed me the 

"more as, thefe letrons excepted, l1e 
" had nothmg to do. I give the Abbe 
"to underlland that I am extremely 

" diffatisfied with this negligence on his 

" part, and cannot tolerate his total dif­
" regard of the direttions I have fo pofi-

P 3 " tively 
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., tivelr: given. Wilhing to avoid all 

'~ explanation upon tht: fllbjeCl tither ih 
" perfon or by writing, I lecOid the 

"ClfcLlm£lance in tillS })l1rnaI. Had 
"the Abbe contInued Ius joJrnal, I 
"(hould lhere have £lated thefe juft 

"cau[es of complainL-I beg M. Le­
" brutl to read to the Abbe Guyot and 

U the Abbe Mariottini all tbat I have 

" wJitten in the Journal fieee the l.s~ll 

" infta.nt "'." 

Tuifday, 3 january 1786. 

THE Duke de Chartres, to his great 

fatisfacrion, has at length mer the poor 
paralytiC, to whom he gave his twelve: 

livres, definng him at the f..'lme tIme to­

fend him 1115 papers gIving an account 

* The Abbe Mariottini wrote me UpOIl this oc­
calion fuch impertinent letters, and hili preceding 
£onduCi: had been fo very abfUl d, that I was forced 
to requefi. him to give in _8 rdigllati~n. 

of 
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of his former fituatlOn and his misfor­

tunes. 1 [old the poor man that he 

might brij1g them to-morrow, conceiv­

ing th:V he came every day to the TUl­
leries; but he anfwered in tealS, tbat 

he never came from the Bartlel e des 

Cannes, where he lived, unlefs <r.l.'ben he 

wanted bread. TlllS made an Impreffiun 

on the three princes, and wa~ the prm.­

dpal fubjefr of cOl1\'erfatJOn during our 

promenade. 

---
Saturday, 11-January 1786. 

THE Duke t~e Chartres returned the 
poor paralytlc his papers, accolnpamed 

with a louis, addIng, with ::In air of ktnd­
ne[s and (cn£ibdlty, that he would give 

him fifty crowns a year, payable montl).­

ly if he pleafed. The poor man defirecl 

it might be qtlarterly ; becaufe what his 

Highnefs had alread.,y given hlll1 wa~ fuf. 

ficiem, he faid, to maintain him for 
three 
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three momhs, and to enable him to buy 

wood. The Duke told him to fend his 
addrefs, and h:! would take care tbat he 

11lOUld be fllPlJled wlIh wood, The 

poor man knew no! what to reply to [0 

many marks of goodnefs, .:wd could only 
thew I11s gl:ltltlloe by Jus (eolIS, wll1ch 
wrought poweIfully on the feelings of 

IllS Highnefs.. HIS pctfevenng bepevo­

Iem:e to ,val lis tim llflf01 tunate be-lOg was 

the fubjcB: of conveIf":uion during tbe 

l eft: of ollr promenade~ \\ hich plenfed 

mc on c\-el y account. ,The two youilger 

princes participated in the fatisfaction of 
their brother. 

Tbuiftll1J' , 19.7d1lUaly Ij86. 

Note of lvJaa'amc de Gm/h. 

"I SHALL fpeak to the Duke de 
H Chartres leCpecring the Ill-humour he 

" dlfplaystowardsthefe gentlemen.which 

" affiit1:s me the m~re as he muft be a 
" great 
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" greathypocrite; forinthetenlwursaday 

" that he fpends with me, I can pen.eive 
" no trace of any fllCh difpofition.-I beg 

cc M. Lf:brun to be careful that the 

"prin~es, particularly the Duke de 
It Chartres, run, jump, and walk in a. 
H better manner: I have feen him per­

"form thefe exercifes in the garden, 
" and he appears to have made no pro­

': ficiency. He fLlns with IllS head a1-
<c moft upon the' ground, his body jolts 

" as he walks, and be cannot jump fa . . 
., well as he could. Great attention 

" 010uld be paid to there things during 

"his recreations; and whenever he is 

" indolent and remifs In (ucb excrci{es, 

" it ollght to be mentIoned in the Jour .. 
.. nal." 

.!.llolld'IY, 30 Jmmary 1786. 

THE Duke de Chal tres was dlfpJeafed 
w ieh an obfel \' ation 'f made upon the ap-

p 5 parent 
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parent di~Terence of his behaviour when 
hIS friend f.ud any thing to him, or when 
be was fpoken to by tlS.-He expreffed 

to the paralytic his regret that the wood 

had not been fent, wlllch he ought to­

have received to-day. Tlte poor man 
'Was penetrated with this mark of good­

ncfs.-The Duke has done many other 

charitable aRions to-day, amon g others 

to a poor man burnt out of his houfe. 
who threw himfelf upon hiS knees by the 

A:le of the carnage as his ,Hlghnc.fs was 
Sitting in it. This gefture dlfpleafed me, 
and I expreffed to the Duke, who, a$ 

well as hiS brothers, appeared furpnfed 

at it, what were my thoughts upon the 

f\Abject. 

ruifJay, '4 F(~ruar.1 1786. 

I N the rue de BoUt bon \ve f..lw an un­

fortllnate obJetl: who had jut!: faintecl 

away. We ftofped"for iii; mornenc; he 

" recovered 
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recovered from the-fwooo, but/was {lill 
very much indifpofed. The prin«$ 
commiferated his fituation, and we left 
Defrozieh to take care of him. Thc= 
Duke!e Chartres raid, that if he were a. 
poor man fome money fhould be giveQ 
him. Subject of canverCati?n oU. we 
arrived a.t Belle Chaffe. • 

Friday. 10 March 1786-

EVERY thing would have been unex~ 
ceptlonable to· day, had it not been for .. 
~hfcuffion be[\l.ecn the Duke de Chartres 
and the Abbe, which I have entreated. 
[his la(t to relate to the Countefs in pre­
fence of (he Duke, that Ole ifllghc pomt 
out to hml hIS 11l1ftake. The affJ.ir wa! 
as fallows: The Duke, after hlS Laun, 
went to warm hlmfelf: a few minutes 
after the Abbe defired hIm [0 fie down; 
t.c de1Ucd i.L ai;a.in- and agam; but tbe 

P 6 Duke, 
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Duke, i\jfiead of complylOg, went to 

l-ook at his birds. The Abbe pel lifted 

In his intrcaty; the Duke at length 
complied, but muttered to himfBf, What 

ol?flinacy zn the Abbe .' Abbe Gufot ex­
pollllJated, but without [ucce[s, and 

tl1erefore c;eafed for the prefenr, that he 
might not too much intrench upon the 

lefions. Aftcrwal ds he related the inci­

dent to me, and we endeavoured to make 
( 

his Higbnefs feel the injufiice of what 
~e had uttered. He agreed that It was 
wrong in him to fay it, th~t he was forry 
for it; bur that he was filB convmceJ 
that the Abbe had been obfhtlatc, and 
tbat we were both at prejent upon our high 
borje III. I then determIned to gl\;e up 

the 

* From the age of fcventeen I have been con­

!tantly furrounded w.th children; for I was no 
fooner marm:d than I took a little peafant girl 
llnder my care, wllOro I kept for many yean. FlOro 
dlat time to the prcfenW ha .. e flicceffively had 
under my direaiofl Ilxtecn (..hildren, and ,uno:Jg this 

number 
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the attempt, and to ftate the whole in a. 
reference to the Counters. 

Wec!lItjday, 29 March 1786. 

JUST as we were tetting off for Belle 
Chaffe the Duke de Chartres perceived 
m the veftibule the old invalid whore 
petltion he had put into the hands of the­

C~unteCs. He Cald to me in a whiCper, 

that till an opport~nity offered of fpeak­

ing to his papa ihis poor officer would 
(uffer, and that he wilhed to give him 

twelve livres. I fupplied him with the 
fum, and he gave it with an air of fenfi­
billty and kindneCs. I praifed him for 
his condua: in this inftance, and promifed 

number I have never found one who has CVfr IlNIde 
me an impertinent anfwer: When we hav( a true af­

fdllJn for children, when we underlhnd dum cha­
ratters, when we practlfe towards them ntlther dry­
nefb nor pedantry, but dlfplay in our behaviour juf­
tice, firmnefs aQd r~gard, \lilt always find ill thtm 

docility, refpect and gratitude. 
3 to 
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to relat~ It to the Countefs, which I did 
after dmner. 

2'hurJdoJ, 'ZI,. A1r:fi 1786, 

Note of Madame de Genlis. 

'If THE Duke d'OrIeans was with me 
., this morning; the Count de BeauJol­
., lois told him that his brother had had 

U a fall, and that a furgeon had put a 
II bandage round hIS' head. Monfefg. 

I" neur fent for the Duke de Montpen­
., fier, who related the cfrcumfrance; and 
I~ faid that there was nQ appeara.nce of 
" any fwelhng, and Monfeigneur fcolded 
"him for fuffering his head to be 
" bound up for fa mere a tnile: Man­
u feigneur al~ded that we ought never~o 
" fubmit to fuch thmgs bur In cafe of a 
" dangerous blow; and that for a man 
" to permit himfelf to be dreifed by a 
Ie furgeon when he had no real wound, 
u was a. very abCUtd piece of delicac::y. 

U The 



.. , The Duke farther authorifed me to telf 
" M. Lebrun that for the future he mull 
" not fuff,\r there petty attentions on the­
" part of the furgeon, as they were cal ... 
H cu}a[e~ to make his chIldren contemp­
" tibly effeminate and ttnder .," 

I HAVE 

* Of all the vic~s obCcrvable in. the education of 

modCTI'l }ll"inces, there iu none more ftrikillg thaD 

tilt 1Mtnefs and dt.licac1 to whIch they are habi. 

tu:lted, and the pufillammous and degrading carel 
that are l:mfhed on tW:m. When the c1uldlen of 
M. d'Orleans were put iote my Ilands, they had 
been accuftomed in ~nter to wear under wat/leoat., 
two pair of i\:od,jngs. gloves. muffs, &c.: they Dept 
on beds of down, and the curtains were drawn per­

fe:aly clofe: evcry night. The drlc/l, Vlho VIas eight 
years of age. never came down flaIrs WIthout be. 
ing CupportLd by the arm of ene or two perfons ; 
the whole faculty of the PaJ.lIs Ropl waE called in 
if he happened to fcratdJ )iib linger; the fen ants of 
thefe children befto\hd upon them the meanell f~r. 
vices. drdfed, and lIndrdft:d them. &c.; and for 
a cold, or the flighted indifpofition. fat up with 
them for many nights togeth~. What fouls, what 

courage and fortitude can chIldren have who are 
th", 
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Frtday, 25 AIIg1!fl J786. 

I HAVE read the two notes of t-be Mar­
chionefs V". I thank her for them. By 

the firf! I perceive that Ole IS fatisfied 
with the manner in which we employ 

our mornings; by the fecond the has­
fet my mind at eafe by prohibiting the 
frivolous cnre'> of the iurgeons, which' ~re 
as httle pleafing to liS as}"o her, and whIch 
I would not have Cuffe-red yef!erday, if I 
could have had my~' The pnnce'> 
well know this, ani I have more than 
once exprem~d my thoughts upon the 
[uhjeCt. If the Mar.::hionefs would al­
ways favour me \'vlth her obfervations 

thus educated 1 It was frill worfe with the cllil<hen 

of the royal family. and partH'nlarly the ])allphlll. 
\\ho nevel took an dJrlng' ('ut of P.lllb without king 
lccompaOlcd by a phY~fian. 

*' 1 had juft tak<;11 the lIame of Sillery.-

upon 
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upon the accounts I give he;, I would 

thankfully receive them; anti by ftrictly 
cOl1formi~ to them, which is my con­
flant wiD), I ihould be [me never to err. 

Note of lvladame de Siller]. 

"I HAVE at no time negleCted to 
" np.ke fuch obfervarions as I conceived • 
,. to be neceffary, which the Journal 
"proyes. M. Lebrun ought al[o to 
" confulc me upon every thing which he 
" difapproves ;~e h..ld told me, for 

" example, that he ~lillked the frivolous 
" cares and interference of the furgeons, 

" r would haveJet his mind at ef!!e upon 
" the fubject much fooner." 



Note of jWadame de Sill,ry • 

.. I HAVE ar..;ed the Duke detLhartTis 

u if M. Lebrun had not alIifted hIm in 

" fome of illS analyfes.'. He anfwered 

H me four tImes in the negative. I put 

"the fame queftioh to the Duk.e de 

... Analyfes of theatrical \lieccs, wl'itten after41av~ 
jog feen them reprefented. It was not ufu:ll in the 
education of pri nces to take tlym to the play> except 
at the time of the Carnival, when they w(re take~ 
to tbe exhibitions at th.~ -" or to tbe Cnrn/3i~ 
Fran~Otfl, to fee Don Jap,,", or the KIfI& of Cocagne .. 
I was much blamed by perfons of aufiere manner .. 
for conduc.hng them every ten or twelve daya to. 

the exhibition of the chefs d'oeuvre, of dramatic 
cornpolition: they have feell reprefented in Iuecer­
£on all the beft pl~ces that are to be found in the 
flock lift of the Comldlt l'ranfoife. I reqUired that 
the next morning they fhould dictate by turns to.. 

M. Lebrun an analyfis of the pieces they had feea. 
the night before, and I agreed with M. Lebrun that 
in thefe lketches. whl~ were to be bropght to me 

and uudergo my reVllion, ~ lhould aot a111/l: theDl. 

". ¥ont-



eJ the Pri1tlt!. 35" 
'f Mpntpenfier, who immedi-tely con­
i, feffed that A-f. Lebrun had ~fled him ;11 
., the ana£vjs of Virginia. A ~oment af. 
,1 ter th, Duke de Chartres came, of his 

" own accord, in tears to tell me that he 
" had not fpoken the truth, and that M. 

" Lebrun had aaifted him alfo. I wanted 
H not this confefilon to be fure of it; .. 
" 1 hey have made ind(:ed accurate 

"atfalyfes from ptays that have been 
"read to them, becallfe I took care 
" that they liftentd attentively; bllt in 
" the reprefent~n there are a thoufand 

"things that n~arily dIfhact (he-
4C minq, and they will not for fome 
" tirtJe be able of themfelves to mak~ 

"arJalyf<::s of this kind with any ae­

~, curacy. I had once before, as the 

" Journal proves, e~prefsly defired M. 

~' Lebrun never to affi(t the }?ri?ces witb 
f';. a jingle word: he promifed, and. as 

• f 

(I the J0l1rna1 a1fo pro~s~ broke his pro... 

" miCe 
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" mife: ,Jle gave his word a f~ond 

" time, arIJ a fecond time has he failed 
H to keep ~~t. The rerult of 8hi5 is that 

" the princes are taught by hi~,example 
" a total difregard of my ex~fs orders, 
" and are alfo expofed to prevarication 
"and falfehood, "Illch actually bap­
f{ pened. I {hall, m~ke no reflections 

" upon th:5 'fubjeCl::; it is unneceffary. 
''",I will only fJ.Y th~t I am rcfolv~ jn, 

" future never to tolelate a proceeding 
" of this kind; and r that thould any' 
" thing fimllar to it ~lr again, I fhdl 
" take the moil: effr'aual means of for 
" ever pllttinp an end to it," 

--
"FIJI/day, 29 AlIg'!fl J 785. 

I T is impoffible to feel more pain than 
I have felt at reading the note of'th. 
Marchioners, par;!cularJy a!; I have given 

caufe for the accufation it co&!:ains. I 
iball 
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Iball.certal\lY never act fa a~, d~[erve 
a fimilar reproach. I ha\fe nkly can .. 
fdfed to t,e pril.1ces how m h I was to 
Blame, "hich is perhaps the way to re­
pair my "Pault -Ii 

* There is little to admire in thefr4"~ acknow­
ledgment of a fault fo pofrtivdy proved; this frank. 
nefs never wfcovered it.felf in cafes of a different na­
ture. 

END uP VOL. II. 




