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tinved at (ea till the 7th of November, when lord Durfley
himfelf returned into port, leaving three of his fmaller
fhips under orders to continue out 2 fortnight Jonger.
The fum of the fuccefs of this little armament, if it could
be faid to deferve that name, from its firlt failing to its
final return into port, amounted to the capture of fix or
feven fhips of diﬂEl:rent defcriptions and of intonfiderable
confequence; that of the greateft note appears to have
been a privateer belonging to St. Maloes, mounting
twenty-four guns, taken by his lordthip himfelf.

On the 21t of December following he was advanced to
be vice-admiral of the white; and Campbell erroncoufly

akes the following gemark on this promotion. ¢ That
1t wis refolved 1o give him an extraordinary mark of her
majefty’s faveur, as a reward for his.diligence®, by pro-
moting him to the above rank. But though-this was
fomewhat retarded by the death of his royal highnefs the
lord high admiral, yet it took place in the fpring of the
fucceeding year.” On this we have only to remark, that.
prince George died on the 28th of October, long before
the promotion in queltion was in contemplation. Either
on the day from whence it was dated, or on that which
immediately preceded it, his lordfhip again put to fea, and
on the 29th had fight of two large French fhips, which
at firft chaced him; but on a nearer approach finding
their miftake, hawled their wind, and crowded all the fail
they could carry to effe@ their cfcape. He neared them
fo much,as ar laft to get within gun-fhot, when the French
captains lightening their fhips by throwing feveral of
their guns, and other heavy articles overboard, were for-
tunate enough to get clear. This undoubtedly gave his

# 4 The indefatigable diligence of his lordfhip, though it was not
attended with any extraordinary fuccefs, gave great fatisfaflion to ‘the
merchants, as it bindered the French privateers from venwring near
our coafls, as they had done many years before, to the inexprefiible
damage of our trade, ss well as 10 the prejudice of our reputation as a
‘maritime power.”—Campbell, vol. iii, p. s01, - T

He farther adds the following eulogium, which appears to bea very

one, by way of note.

0 What I have here advanced, is on all hands allowed, and even
by bifhop Burnet himfelf, who confelles, thar much greater carc was
‘taken ‘of our trade, and the French_ privareers were more efe8ually
reftrained, than in any year finse the war began.” .

lordfhip



NAVAL OFFICERS OF GREAT BRIFAIN.

lordfhip much concern, thefe veffels being both equal to
Englith fourth rates, one of them mounting fifty, the
other fixty guns. After a fhort cruife he returned into
port having been even more unfuccefsful tham before, for
he met with no other prize than an inconfiderable veffel
laden with fith from Newloundland.

The fhips being cleaned his lordfhip again failed from
Plymouth, on the 14th of February, with one third and
three fourth rates®, and three days afterwards was joined
by twa other fourth rates and a frigate: as a dawning of
fuccefls, he had [carcely put to fea when two French pri-
vateers mounting twelve guns each were tafen by different
fhips of his fquadron ; and on the 22d, having then onl
three fhips with him, exclufive of the flag, he fell in Wit
eleven ftrange fhips, about twelve leagues from Scilly : thefe
were [uppefed to be monfieur du Guai Trouin's fquadron,
a part of which did a few days afterwards engage captain
Follet, in the Affurance t: but his lordthip lofing them in
the night, ftood in to Plymouth, where he found the
Dartmouth, who had been fent in a few days before with
a prize, and to {top aleak, and had been chaced off the Start
by nine fhips, fuppofed to be a part of the fame {quadron.

His lord(hip having been fomewhat reinforced failed
again almoft immediately, and on the 2oth of March
detached three of his fquadron to cruife off Breft, for the
purpofe of gaining intelligence. Nothing confequential
happened during the time thele (hips were abfent, exce
that the Salifbury captured a vesy valuable fhip from the
Welt Indies; and the principal part of her cargo was
immediately taken out, the veflel being fo leaky as to
induce apprehenfions of its foundering at fea.  On the
29th his lordfhip received orders from the admiralty board
to fve the outward-bound Lifbon flcet fafe to a certain
latimde 4. He had fearcely fulfilled thefe inftruétions, and

parted

® The Kent, of (eventy guns (the flag fhip), the Medway, Ply-
mouth, and Dartmouth.

+ See his life, page 114, .

1 Campbell gives us the following anecdate relative 1o this fervice,
which we think roo curious tv be omitted. ol

“ QOn the 2gth, his lordthip had orderd to fee the Lifbon ficet of
meschentmen fafe mto the fea; buc bis lordfhip having received cer-

Lam
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d'from his charge, when, on the gth of April, he fell
in'with the Achiiles, of feventy guns, commanded by
mibpfieur du Guai Trouin himfelf, and the Glorieux, of
ty-four guns, which veflels had orly the day before
taken the Briftol, ah Englith thip of war mounting fifty

ns. '

The fignal for a general chace was immediately made
by his lordfhip, and with fo much fuccefs that the Briftol
was very foon recovered, but having received a fhot in her
bread-room, foundered foon afterwards ; all the people,
however, on board her were faved, twenry men only cx«
cepted. The purfuit being continued with much alacrity,
the Glorieux was taken by the Chefler,” captain
Mathews; and the Achilles alonc had the good fortune to
effeét her efcape, though very much fhattered. In this en-
counter the fquadron had feventy men killed and wounded.
Three or four other prizes, though of no confiderable con-
fequence, were taken during the cruife. Provilions and
water growing fcarce, his lordfhip was obliged to return
to Plymouth, on the 13th of May, with his {quadron, which
then confifted of eight two-decked fhips and fome fri-

tes. On his arrival he received the unwelcore news
that the Sweepftakes frigate, of thirty-two guns, ope of his
fcouts, had been taken fome days before by two large
French privatcers, each of which were of greater forco
than herfelf.

Inthe month of July this noble lord was ordered to take
upon him the commandof a fmall fquadron collefted at the

ore, and to proceed off Schouwen, in Zealand *, for the
purpofe of in:erceptinig fome fhips laden with corn, which
were daily expected from the northward. Thefe he was
not fortunate enough to meet with, and on his difappoint-
ment put into Oofely bay, on the coaft of Yorkfhire. He
répaired from thence to Plymouth, by land, and refumed

tain intelligence, that M. du Guet Trovin wae then cruizing at the
diftance of about thirty leagues from Scilly, bis ldrdﬂ;i}: Propofcd to
Yeave the trade and tran{ports, uader the (Prmeﬁion ome Dutch
men of war that were expelled from Port{mouth, and refolved 1o go
himfelf in fcarch of the enemy; but thefe Duwch fhips of war not
airiviog in time, his lordhip thought it better to comply with his
,_II v E
* To rclieve fir John Leake, who commanded on that Ration, and
who thea took the command in foundings, ]
1 " his
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his old command. In the beginning of Oftober he des.
tached two {mall fquadrons, one confifting of three fourth ¢
sares of fifty guns each, which was ordered to cruife in the

Briftol Channel, and attempt the deftru&ion of 2 fquadron,

if it may be fo called, of the encmy’sfprivateers, eleven of

which, mounting from twelve to forty-fix guns, were

{3id to be cruifing between Ireland and the ifle of Lundy;

and a fecond of {ix two-decked fhips, under commodore

Vincent, who was ordered to cruife to the weftward of
Scilly, for the {ecurity of a fleet daily expeted from the
We[{ Indies; he himfulf followed almqft immediately

afterwards with five more two-decked fhips; and having

joined captain Vineent, effetually baffled a defign the

enemy had formed of attacking the valuable fleet above-

mentioned.

Continuing to cruife at the entrance of the Channel, on
the 31ft of Oclober he took a French fhip fromn Guada-,
loupe, which is faid by fome to have mounted forty guns,
and to have had on board a cargo valued at upwards of
one hundred thoufand pounds. He took two or three
other inconfiderable prizes, and afforded the moft com-

lete prote€tion and fecurity to the trade of England.
%n the 14th of November 1709*, he was advanced to be
vice-

T

* Campbell affords us the following remarkable anecdote, but we
fearcely know whether it is moft proper 10 infert it bere, or in the
life of captain Hughes.

“ While his lordlhip was thus employed, there happened, in the
latter eud of November, fuch an accident to ona of the fhips of his
fquadron, as very well deferves our notice.  Captain Hughes, in the
Winchelter, chaced a fhip, which proved 1o-be a DulcE privateer,
whofe commander being required to firike, he, inBlead of paying that
relpeft due to the flag of England, figgd both great and fmall [hot into
him; but being anfwered in the ame manner, after an obflinate if-
pute, (though it was very well known the Winchefler was an Englifh
fhip' of war) the commanding officer was killed, and between thirty
and forty of the Dutch {camen.” He adds, “ It is certain 1hat the
behaviour of the captain was not only right in it(elf, but fo agreeable
likewile to lord Durfley, that foen after e hoifled his flag on board
the Winchefler."” ;

Lediard, ia canjunflion with Campbell, gives us the following mi-
nutes relative to the leading tranfafions of this cruife.

“ His lardfhip on the gth of December, detached capeain Hartnoll,
in the Refloration, with faur ather thips, o cruile from fificen ta

Vor. IIL o tweaty
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vicg-admiral of the red : he was at this time at fes, swhere

he continyed with litile or no interruption till the begin-

Eing of May, when he came into port and ftruck hig
ag.

: %&ﬁer this time he appears to have enjoyed a retirernent,
of fome years continuance, from the fatigues of that trou-
blefome and laborious fervice in which we have lately
found him engaged. By the death of his father, on the
24th of Septemnber 1710, he became earl of Berkeley, and
was immediately afterwards conftitnted lord lieutenant of
the county of Gloucelter, as well as of the city of Briftol,
and cuftos rotulorum: he was alfo appointed warden
of the forelt of Dean; and on the 21t of November fol-
lowing, high f{teward of the city of Gloucefter. His
well-known zeal for the interell of the honfe of Hanover
had fo highly reccmmended him to the notice of king
‘George the Firft, that, immediately on the acceffion of
that monarch *, he was appointed one of the lords of his
bedchamber, and reftored to the offices of lord-lientenaut
of the county of Gloucefter and city of Briftal, from
which he had been, through the influence of party, re-
moved in_the year 1711: on the 18th of December he
was alfo reinftated in the office of cuftos sotulornm, of the
county above mentioned from which he had alfo been
difplaced.

twenty leagnes wefl of Scilly, for the hetter prote&ion of fome Eaft
India Thips which were fuppoled to be then on their paffage fram re.
Yand. In the beginning of January he was about to [ail from Ply-
mouth, with fevenThips, to relieve Mr, Hartnoll, when he was or-
dered to accompany, to a cerlain latitade, fir John Norris, who was
then going to Lifhon.  Not Tong ofter bis retwim 1o his flation, he was
farl:eg from it by a violent gale of wind, which, however, aflorded
him an opportunity of capturing a Trench privateer of twenty gung, and
etaking a very valuable [hip, called the St. Perer, belonging to Dub-
in. Finding the long expeéled Eall India fhips, were not even then
arrived, he detached rhree fhips of his {quadron to fee them into porr.
7 ¢ Onthe 2iRt of February the Keat brought inra Plymouth a {mall
privateer, and a French merchant-fhip ; and the nexe day the Reflora-
tion and the Augufle broughe in four more, Bound from Nanrz ta
Martinico. On the 10th of March the Montague took a privateer of
ten gons, and his Jordfhip having feen the Eall Indix fhips, and
1 bound to the iflc 'of Muy, a hundred and fifty leogoes: from
Scilly, returned ta Plymouth on the gth of May.”
# ‘He was appointed by the lords juftices to command the convoy
erdered to atiend his mujelty to England, o
- , 1 R
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On the 16th of April 1717, he was {worn 2 memb
of the privy concil, and on the fame day appointed
lord coramiffioner of the admiralty ; which gh {tation ke
sontiniied fo fill, with much reputation, during the whole
remainder of the reign of king George the Fitk. On
the 13th of March 718-rg, in confequence of the rup-
ture with Spain; he was appointed admiral and coms
mander-in-chief of the fleet. T he sothor of fir |. Leaka's
life makes the following obfervation on this appointments
“ The garl of Berkeley, being then vice-admiral of Gnéud
Britain %, and firlt lord commiffioner of the admiraity;
endeavoured to come as near the lord high admiral as
poffible, both in power and ftate ; by a particular warrant
from the crown, he hoifted the lord high admiral’s flag, as
it is called, (the firit tme, I belicvey it was ever warn im
commrand at fea) and had three captains appointed under
him, a3 a lord high admiral, Litdeton, then vice-admiral of
the white, being his firlt captain. This appointment wag
rendered the more extraordinary, from the circumftance
of f{ir John Norris; who was a fenior flag officer, being st
that tirae émployed in the Channel, and being hoboured
with no foch diftinéion.”

The eat] having hoifted his flag on board the Dorfetr
fhire at Spithead, failed from St. Helen's on the 2gth of
March; with a fquadron of feven fhips of the line, t»
Join one of the [ame force, under fir John Norris, whick
was cruifing between Scilly and the Lizard. Having
firetched as far as C:gt Clear; he retiirned back into the
Britifh Channel on the 4th of April; and coming inme
Bpithead, ftruck his flag on the 15th und- repaired to
Londoh. After this time he appears to hdve retired totally
from the line of aétive fervice, at leaft as a npval coma
mander, : ' ?

Collins briefly recapitulating the great variety of civil
offices held by this noble lord; gives tis the {ollawing brief
#ccount of him and adds fome other interailting heraldic
particulars relative to hisfamily. “ He was (fsyshe) five

* To which honorary fation be wag, ppoibted, en the !lﬂ:‘
171819, at y sme when fir Jobn fis s TRIC
B - © i

waly.
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tizfes-ene of the lords juftices of Great Britain whilft his
tpajofty went to Hanover; and bcing;fle&ed a knight of
the moft noble order of the garter on March 31, 1718, he
was inftalled on April 30, following, and placed in the
fourteenth ftall at Windfor.
- % On September 15, 1727, he was appointed lord lieu-
tenant of Lincolnthire by. his late majefty ; and on Novem-
ber the roth, in that year, was conftituted lord lieutenant
of the county of Gloucefter, and cities and counties of
Gloucefter and Briftol, as alfo of the county of Surry, and
likewife cuftos‘rotulorum of the caunties of Gloucefter
and Surry; moreoyer, on the 17th of the fame month, he
wwas appointed keeper of the foreft of Dean, and conftable
of St. Briavel’s C:FE:; alfo vice-admiral of Great Britain,
and lieutenant of the admiralties thercof, and lieutenant of
the navies and feas of this kingdom. He departed this
life at the caltle of Aubigny, a feat of the duke of Rich-
mond’s, near Rochelle, in France (being there for the
secovery of his health) on the 17th of Auguft 1736, and
was buried at Berkeley.
... * His lordfhip married the lady Louifa Lenox, (eldeft
daughter to Charles firft duke of Richmond) who was ap-
inted, on O&ober 30, 1714, one of the ladies of the
edchamber to her late majefty, queen Caruline, then
princels of Wales; dying of the {mall pox on January
15, 1316-17, inthe twenty-third year of her age; fhe was
buried at Berkeley ; leaving iffue one fon, Auguftus, fourth
ecarl of Berkeley; and a daughter, lady Elizabeth, married
on February 11, 1727-8, to Anthony Henley, of the
Grange, in the county of Southampton, efq; elder brother
of Robert, late earl of Northington ; and deceafed in Sep-
tember 1745.” :

The perfonal influence and political confequence of this
noble perfonage was greater, we not only fay than any of
‘his cotemporaries, but had apparently more weight than
that of any fubje& fince the revolution. We have in no
inftance f!!und the eftablifhed rules of the fervice fo re-
peatedly broken through as to make room for his parti-
2alar promation : When fearcely thirty years old he was
‘sdianced to the high naval rank ‘of vice-admiral of -the
W‘W there were af-that very time many com-
.Fgl;den in the navy who had, moft deforvedly, ol tzin;d

J = the
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the rank of captains fome years before this noble earl held
even the commiffion of a lieutenant; and yet, ncv:ﬂhe"@_'
lefs, were not advanced to be flag officers till twenty-
years after him; fome not till even a more remote

riOd- e
PeThis ditin&ion and favour is the more extraordinary.
as we do not ever find it practifed, except in the inftances
of thofe fons of fovereigns who have made choice of a
paval life. Let us, however, in juftice to his manifold
virtues, his cool determined bravery, and fpirited intrepi--
dity, fo often difplayed, his fkill and knowledge in all:
concerns relative to the navy, his unqueftioned integrity,
and above all his firm and fteady attachment to thofe
conjun& principles of liberty and good Eavernment,
which are the glory and conftitute the true happinefs of
Britain, confd%, that this exaltation, attended, as it was,
with circumftances totally unprecedented, could not have
been more worthily or happily beftowed, His merits.
{ilenced even the breath of envy; and the moft diftine
guifhed naval charaéters were content, without murmur,
to {ferve under a man, an imitation of whofe condu& and
gallantry, was the certain path to honour, fame, and na-
tional veneration,

BERTIE, Peregrine,—was the fifth fon of James, firft
earl of Abingdon, {o created by king Charles the Second,
on the 3oth of November 1682. Peregrine was born onv
February 2, 1677 ; and having entered very early in life:
into the fea fervice, was, after pafling regularly through:
the different {ubordinate ftations, appointed, on the 3d of
March 1701, to command the Betty, a fmall armed fri-
gate of war hired from the merchants. He was after-
wards promoted to the command of the Panther, a fft
E;“o fhip, employed, durin% the year 1704, under fir C':,v

ke,at Gibraltar®,and prefent at the well-known engage -
ment with the French fleet, under the count de Thouloufe.
This veflel being one of the fmalleft two-decked thips in the
fleet, was ordered, together with the Swallow of the fame

* His €atholic mjelly, who was cfcorted by that fleet to Lifbon, |
prefc_nteé'n&r:in Bertie, ar well a3 lord Archibald Hamilton and
eaptain Ficicher, with his pilare andia purfe sontaining one handred
SRLETH .

03 force,
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foroe, comitanded by captain R. Haddock, to hy foma
diftance to windward of the Britith line, that, in cafe the
endmy’s van fhould attempt to break through with their
lies and firethips, the fhips jult mentioned, with fome
igates and firefhips, might aét as a referve to repel the
mifchicf and diforder their irruption might otherwife have
occafioned. Notwithftanding, he might be fuppofed, fromn
the peculiar {ituation in which he was ftationed, to have
had bat little concera in the aion alluded to, this appears,
to have been by no means the cafe. He bore a very
diftinguithed fhare in the encounter, having fupplied the
place of one of the fhips belonging te his divifion which
was obliged to quit the line for want of fhot ; in confe-
vence of which he had, during the fhort time he was
?ﬂ fpiritedly engaged, ten men killed and fixteen wounded.

When fir Gaorge Rooke returned to England, leaving
fir John Leake behind with a fquadron for the protection
and better fccurity of Gibraltar, captain Bertie was one:
of the commandermt under his orders ; and we find himy
detached by that iral, about the lattes end of No-
vember, to reconnoitre the port of Cadiz, where the enemy.
had, as it was reported, and as captain Bertie found to,
be true, colleéted a very formidable naval force, toattack
the fquadron under firr]}ohn.

The diligent manner in which he performed this for-
vice, and the accurate information he procured of the force
and difpofition of the encmy’s fhips, in all probability,
preferved the Englith fquadron, . which would otherwile,
perhaps, have been furprifed. We find him continuing on
the fame ftation during the greateft part of the year 1705:
but do not meat with any more remarkable mention
ttrade of him, than his having, in the month of March,
aflifted by the Expedition, driven on fhore and burnt,
near Cape de Gatt, & French fhip, of thirty guns, froha
she Welt Indies. -

- Not long after hig'teturn he was made captain of the
Ruby, a fhip alfe of fifty guns.  Ia the yeuar 1707 he was
ordered, with captain Balchen,_in the Chefter, to convoy
the outward-boynd fleet to Lifbon. They wese to be
protedied to a certain latitude; by two fhips of eighty and
on¢ of fevanty-fix guns; under commodose Edwards, 'I::;
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bad not cleared the Channel when they fell in with &
united fquadrons of the count de Forbin and M. de Guaf
Tronin. A defperate adtion immediately enfued, whick.
unhappily ended in the capture and deffru&tion of the
whole fquadron, except the Royal Oak, which contrived
to difenzage herf{c!( and efcape in 2 very fhattered condis*
tion. Captain Bertie difplayed on this occafion all the-
gallantry that might naturally be expe&ted from a man of
the ftricteft honour and higheft (pirit. Overpawered at
laft by the fuperiarity of his enemy, he furrcndered to the
marquis de Nefimond, who commanded a fhip of i'\‘:vcn_ty
guns. Being carried prifoner into Frgnee, he died in
captivity, near Rochlort, fome time in the year 170g.
CAVENDISH, DPhilip,—was the collateral defcendant
of the very ancient and noble * family, whofe reprefen«
tatives have, as it is well known, borne, for many genera-
tions, the titles of carls, and, in latter days, dukes of
Devonthire. 'We do not find any mention made of this
*gentleman till he was, on the 17th of January 1701, ap-
pointed captain of the Feverfham frigate. He was after-
wards removed into fome other vellel of the fume deferip=
tion, and fent to the Mediterranean in 1704, with the fleet
under fir George Rooke. On the difmiffion of captain
Legge from the command of the Antelope, in the month

* This illaftriots Family derives its delcent from a younger branch
of the Gernons, famous in Norfolk and Effex, fetiled at Cavendifh in
Suffulk, and from that feat and eflate were foon diflingnifhed by the
furname they now bear.  John de Cavendifh was conltituted ot of the
juflices of the king’s bench 1366, 39 Edward 111, und made chicf jufs
tice 'of the fame coure, by claufe. writ, 15 July, 46 Edw. I1l. 1 ﬁaé
In the next reign he was continued in that honourable office, and had
the grant of one hundred marks per gnnum, by letters patent, 26 June,
1 Rich. 11, 3378, and had his fummons to parliamént by exprefs writ,
from 46 of Edward L11. to 5 Ri¢h. 1L. when, upon the infutpéthion
shifed in Kent, under Straw and Tyler, the mob was anjmared to rife
in other parts, and particularly in Suffulk. A 'bodr of fifty thoufand
made it their triumph to plunder and murder the lawyers, and infults
ing the houft of the chief jultice Cavendifh, they brou ht him oot
and beheaded him ; as their accomplices had done the lord chancellor,
lord treafurer, pbather chief miniftera,

Of the famaJNénily was the glorious feaman, captain Fhomas Cae
vendifh, born in.Sufolk, whe finifhed his noble expedition round the
world in September 1 g&_&; and making snother Jike attgmpl in 1591,
dicd in his return, and deferved a place among the Englith herots.

O4
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af January 1904-5, captain Cavendifh was promoted ta
that'thip, and continued to ferve on the Mediterranean
ftation during the two enfuing years. The firft remark-
able fervice we find him engaged in was the reduction
of Terragona, in Spain. H%: was ordered on this expe-
dition during the time the fleet lay before Barcclona, and
was completely fuccefsful.

A letter from Genoa, dated the 2gth of Navember fol-
lowing, N. S. informs us of a very [pirited a&ion which
had jult before taken place between the Antelope and 2
large French fhip of the line, mounting feventy or feventy-
four guns. Tlgs a&ion is faid to have been maintained
with the greateft [pirit, by the Englifh ‘hip, for upwards
of two hours; when the French fhip, though fo much
fuperior in force, thought proper to theer off. Tn this
encounter captain Cavendiﬁl is faid to have had twelve
men killed and feventcen wounded, himfelf heing included
among the lattey ; although his hurt was of no other ill-s
confequence than producing a temporary confinement.

We are fomewhar aftor:tfhed to find no mention what-
ever made by hiflorians of the preceding event, which
we might naturally haye fuppufc.!) was too honpurable ta
the national chara&er to be omitted, and at the {fame time
fufficiently confequential to have worthily entitled it to a
place in the page of hiftory. We are particularly happ
in having it ip our power to refcue fo material and intcrel'e:
ing an event from oblivion, and the more fo in the pre-
{ent inftance, becaufe few perfons have ferved longer, and
with greater virtue, although no man, perhaps, had ever
lefs opportunit of acquiring that renown which is the
confequence of brilliant atchievements.

During his continuance on the Mediterranean ftation
he appears 10 have been employed in nothing more con-
fequential after this time, than convoying ftores, provi-
fions, er money, from Leghorn to Catalonia, for the nfe
and fupport of the confederate army in that province : and
in conformity, or rather proof of what we have juft ob-
ferved, we do not find the fmalleft mention ever again

made of this gentleman: during the war, nor iudeed for
many years after it was concluded. It is particularly
wonderful that we find not even his name mentioned as
cammanding, in a private ftation, any fhip of war in the
: 9 many
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many different fleets that were equipped for various pa-
cific expeditions previous to the rupture with Spain in
1718, .

?In the wmonth of December 1719, he was appointed,
commaodore of a finall fquagron ordered to cruife off Cape
Vincent ; and while employed on this fervice, met with
an encounter in which his reputation very undefervedly
fuffered, as will appear by an impartial ftatement of it.
On the 7th of December, at night, this gentleman having
then under his command only the Norwich, and Advice,
of fifty guns each, with the Dover, of ferty, and being
about nine leagues to the weftward of Cape St. Vincent,
fell in with three Spanifh fhips of war, mounting fixty-
four, fixty-two, and fifty guns. Notwithftanding this
very great fuf)eriorit_v of force, after keeping fight of his
antagonifts till the gth, without being able to bring them
to action, he engaged them on that day for upwards of
three hours, although, as a difadvantage in addition to the
great inferiority of force already mentioned, the fea ran
{o high that the Britifh fhips, which were to windwatd,
could make no ufe of their lower tier of guns: finding
it impoffible to fucceed in fo unequal an encounter, the
commodore prudently refolved 1o bear away for Gibraltar,
The lofs of the Britith {hips in the foregoing aftion
amounted to forty men killed and wounded; that of the
Spaniards to a much’greater number. - !

It is a very juft obfervation thar pepular opinion is frex.
quently founded on the moft unjuft principles, alternately
beftowing cenfure and applaufe on tranfa&ionswhich mcrig
neither, or which, perhaps, when truly weighed and
examined, may prove entitled to a public reception dia-

"metrically oppoflite to that they experience. Erroneous
as it may be in its very firft principles, popular obftinacy
difdains to confels its milftake, and bafelefs as the
foundation muft appear in the cye of candour, thofe who
have been weak enough to lay it, continue firmly to fupport
the fuperftructure of capricious perfecution, or to ff peatoof
it in the mildeft poﬂibﬁ: terms, an ungenerous, unmanly
diflike. The condu of the commodere in the foregoing
encounter, which fhould have entitled him to the heartfelt
praile of all generous and candid men, unfortunately ex-
perienced a very different treafment at the hands of the
populace
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opulace and their favourite leaders. The people had

n accuftomed to behold the Britith flag triumphant
over that of Spain in every encounter; they had acquired
the habit, and with little reafon, perhags, pf defpifing an
enémy over whom they had for ages been vitorious ; and
the late deftrution of the fleet off Meflina had not a little
contributed to ftrengthen this prejudice in favour of theig
dwn prowefs.

They never troubled themfelves to compare the rela-
tive force of the enemy with that under fir G. Byng,
whofe natural gallantry had hardly any room to expand
itfelf in an encolinter, that conld not well be faid to deferve
that pame, with ‘an inferior and fogitive enemy. "They
regarded only the more [ubftantial fyuits of that enemy’s
de%c:u, and forcboded to themtfelves a fimilar good fortune

in every contelt that might afterwards take place. To
behold three Spanifh fhips engaging an equal’ number of
their own nation, and gfcaping (for that was the de-
grading and ignominious term they beftowed on this event’)
was a circumftance that ftruck them with wonder and
aftonifhment. Too Tuperficial, too arrogant to feek for
caufes that prefented themf{elves almoft without an enquiry,
they condemned Mr. Carvendifh for not having, in fpite
both ef the weather and his own inferierity, captured an-
tagonifls, the bare refiftance of whom was a mater dif-
playing confiderable gallantry, and whofe difcomfiture and
repulfe certainly entitled him to the higheft praife.

‘We do not find any other mention made of Mr. Ca-
vendifh tjll the gth of January 1727-8, when he was
promoted to rear-admiral of the blue, as he was, on the
1gth of July following, to be rear-admiral of the white.

n the death of rear-admiral Robert Hughes, he was
advanced to be rear-admiral of the red; but ftil} does not
appear ta have had any appointment to,an aétyal commznd.
On the 2gth of June 1732, he was appointed vice-admiral
of the blue ; and on the 26th of February 1733-4, of the
s¢d. Soon after his latter advancement, having hoifted

_his flag_on board the Blenheim, he took upon him the
command of a fyuadron, tollefted at Spithead, confifting
of cleven fhips of the line, eight of which were of feventy
guns and upwards. «This afterwards formed a jun&ion
with admiral {ir John Notris, who arrived from the

Downs
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Powns with a3 fleet of nincteen fail of the line and fix
fmaller veflels. Whatever might be the object of equip~
ging this very formidable armament, it appears to have
een quictly accomplithed, without rendering it neceffary
to fend out the ubove-mentioned fleet, which does not
appear to have ever putto fsa. On the 2d of March
1735-6, hevas ftill farther promoted to be admiral of the
blue; but no mention is made of his ever having held
any command, On the 1g9th of March 1742, he was
appointed one of the commiffioners for executing the officé
of lord high admiral ; 2 ftation he continued to hold till
his death, which took place on the 14th of June 1743. °
HUDSON, Thomas. — This unfortunate man, fox
every perfon may be deemed fo, who enters into a pro-
feflion or employment whigh he afterwards proves a dif=
ace to, was appointed third lieutenant of the Reltoration
in the year 1695. We find no other notice taken of him
tll the 21{t of December 1701, when he was promoted to
the command of the Scarborough. He was, not long
afterwards, unhappily both for himlelf and his country,
promoted to the Pendennis, of forty-eight guns, one of
vice-adihiral Benbow’s fquadron, in the ever-memorablé
and difgraceful conteft with Du Caffe. The particulars
of this much-to-be-regretted event has been already ftated
at full length in the life of Mr. Benbow *; and the guilt
of captain Hudfon being preflumptively no lefs ftrong
than that of Kirkby and Wade, he would in all probability
bave received the fame juft, thongh ignowminious (entence.
Death however took from the ¢ourt-martial the power of
punifhing this crime, by putting a periad to this unhappy
man’s exiftence, on the 25th of September 1702, ten or
twelve days before his trial weuld have taken place.
WAT{(.[NS, Robert, —is fuppofed to be the fame
petlon of whom a very fhort notice has been already taken,
srge go. He is faid to have been appointed captain of
¢ Pear] on the 28th of January 1700-1, and t6 havé
died in England fometime in the year 1732,
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BOYS, or BOYCE, Philip.—We find this gentleman
to have been appointed third lieutenant of the Royal
William about the year 1695 : after which time we have
no information. concerning him till 1702, when he was,
on the zoth of February, appointed captain of the
Defiance. 1In the following year he was removed into the
Nonfuch and fent to Jamaica, where his condu&t in that
which immediately enfued was much complained of in the
addrefs prefented, by the houfe of lords to the queen, in
the month of March 1707-8 *, relative to the milmanage-
ment-of the affairs of the navy. In 1706 he was captain
of the Dunkirk’s Prizg, a fmall frigatc on the fame fta-
tion, and cne of the fquadron under commodore Kerr.
No other mention, however, is made of this gentleman
but what has been already related in the life of the com-
meodore t, nor is any notice taken of him in the fervice.
He fell as it is fuppofcd, fometime after this, under 2
melancholy derangement of mind, under the influence of
which he unhappily put a period to his own life, at Stan-
more in Middlefex, on the 2oth of January 1726. He
firlt attempted to fhoot himfelf, but that being prevented,
he aftcrrrards threw himfelf out of 2 window and fraétured
his fkull.

® «In July 1704, the Roundhurft galley, John Samplon mafler, ar«
nived in Jamaica, where captain Boys, in the Nonfuch man of war,
preiled five of his feamen, whereby he was difabled (though fully loaden)
to fail in company of a fhip of good foree, which then filed for Lon-
don, and with great difficulty ; and after long delay (with much damage
and danger to the [hip in the mean timc! the malter got four {camen
more ; two of his own fve before p from him, for which twé
e was forced to give captain Bays a pipe of wine, chargﬂ_d at 25l but
tbe thip proving Eaky, long lying, was loft in her pafage home, in
the guiph of Florida ; which lofs in the fhip and goods, was computed
to amount to 2,500 1. to tke owner, Mr, Cowasd, belide the lofles of
fev*tnvl ;.th'gr merchants,”
ii. page 984;
et CAMMOCK,
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CAMMOCK, George,~was the defcendant of a verg'
ancient and refpedtable family originally [ettled in the
county of Effex, where it flourifhed about the year 1585 ;
not long after that, a branch from it went over to Ereland,
where 1t continued, and became pofleffed of a confiderable
property. Mr. Geo. Cammock having entered into the
naval fervice, was appointed firft lieutenant of the Loyal
Merchant in the month of September 1692, This fhi
was one of thofe fent in the following year, under fir G.
Rooke, to convoy the Smyrna fleet. His diligence, his
ftri& attention to his duty, and his abilities as a feaman,
were fpoken of in the higheft terms of commendation, by
the dilﬁrent commanders under whom he ferved. In the
¥car 1695 he was promoted to be afting captain of the

ntelligence Brigantine, a fmall veffel, which, during that
as well as the following year, was conftantly attached to
the fleet, ftationed in the Channel, On the acceffion of
een Anne he was appointed * commander of the Bonetta
oop, and employed as a cruifer between Cape Finifterre
and Cape Cleart.

His general good conduét while in this ftation, procured
him to be appointed captain of the Speedwell, a f!:na]l fri-
gite, on the 6th of June 1702; in this vellel he appears to
have continued many years, difplaying a very confiderable
fhare of aétivity ; which was accordingly happily rewarded
with more fuccefs, and opportunities of diﬁingui[hinlg
himfelf, than ufually fell to the Int of men holding fo

* About this time began the regular diftin@tion between poft captains
and thofe commanding veffels not mounting twenty guns, fince called
malters and commanders. .

+ The following account of him is given in a letter dated from
Falmouth, Juae g, 1702,

“*Her majefty’s (hip, the Bonetta floop, captain Cammock vom-
mander, is put in here, who, on the g1t of the laft month, met with
a Portugueze thip bound from Oporto to London ; the mafter whereof
reports, that on the ggd he met with the [uadron of her majefiy’s
Fhips, commaanded by fir John Murden, a5 lexgues off Cape Finilterre

ing north-welt, and that they had taken two French fhips richly
laden from Martinice. This momﬂeupt. Cammock mer the May
Flower, from the Canaries, James Trelleen mafler, bound to this place,
who fays, the war was not yet declared at the Canaries whed he came
wway j but that all the Englilh merchants there were impri by
the governar, upen the probability of a war.” v
inferior
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inferior and infignificant a cemmand. The irft, hotine
ever of thefe inflances of good fortune did not take place
till the month of June 1706, when, being on a cruife t¢
the fouth-weft, in comnpany with the Shorcham, he fell in
with a fmall fleet, of ten fail, bound to Martinico and
ether colonies in the French Weft Indies; of thefe
captured five, which they carried fafely into Ireland.
Soon after this happy adventure he was fent to the We#t
Indies, where he was equally fuccefsful, and particularly
diftinguifhed himfelf in attacking and burning, in the
harbour of Baffetesre, at Guadalope, a large French pri=
vatcer ; an aét of gallant intrepidity which wonderfully
terrified and alarmed the neighbouring inhabitants, He
returned from this flation in the enfuing fpring, being
fent bome particularly to efcort the Broughton galley, 2
vellel from Guinea, having on board a very valuable cargo,
aad 2 confiderable quantity of gold duft. On his patfage
ke was neither inaékive nor unfuccefsful, having capturetf
two prizes, one of them  brigantine, bound to New.
foundland, mounting fix guns. ;

After his return he again was employed on the Irifh
ftation, but without meeting with any occurrence deferv-
ing particular mentian till the month of May ¥70q0, when
he was ordered by the ear] of Wharton, at that time lord
lieutenant, to put to fea from Kinfale in quelt of two
French privateers which had entered Bantry bay, and fur-
gtizedt ere the Ruth, of Londun, a.very valuable fhip
rom the Weft Indies, {uppofed to be worth 2§,000l.
Capt. Cammock in confequence failed dire@ly for Becr-
baven, at the entrance of which he had the fortune ta
meet with one of the enemy’s fhips proceeding to France
with her prize. The latter was immmediately. retaken §
and the captain, having fent his licutenant with forty pren
to take polleffion, gave chdce to the privateer. is he
coatinued all night ; but finding at day break that his ex.
pedled prize had elgaped his vigilance, by altering hey
courfe, he flood for Bantry' bay which he entered the
Rext morning, and captured the other privateer®, whick
wag manned chiefly wath Irifh.  Thefe were fent to Cosk
to be tried for high: tgafon. .

Camplnll

* See Guzetee; No. 4543.
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- Campbell, who has given neasly the fame circumftars
tial account of this aﬂgr, adds, ¢ that * in about thres
weeks after this time be had the good fortune o furprife
a French privateer of twelve guns and ninety men, which

was on the very point of capturing three merchant-fhips,

richly laden, 2ll which he brought fafe iato the post of
Londonderry 1. On his return to England foon aftcy/
this event he was promoted to the Monk %.

We do not find any mention made of this gentleman
from this time till the year 1714; when, in confequence
of a molt improper attachment to the cayfe of the exiled
houle of Stuart, he was difmiffed the fervice. Alth
the political errors of a brave man fcarcely fail of being

itied at the very time they are condemnned, yet the fub-
?cquent condué of this unhappy man was fuch as, com-
patlionately as we might be inclined, almoft takes from
us the power of commiferation. He entered into the
Spanifh fervice, and was appointed one of their rear-ad-
mirals; in which eminent {tation, having his flag on board
the St. Ferdinand, a fhip of fixty guns, he ferved in ﬁ:f:.
&

* Thia is confirmed by the Gazette, No. ??6.

[1;: Ia the life of fir Jobn Leake we find the fo lowing mention made
of him.

+¢ Iu the manth of September 1709, upon bis (fir J.Leake’s)arrivalat
Plymouth, he found fome orders from the lord high admiral, and
Jetters of advice, which his lordfbip bad reecived from capt. Cammock,
giving an account that eleven fail of Freoch privateers, feven from
thirty to forty-fix guns, and the reft from twenty-four to twelve, were
sruizing between Dungannon and the ifland of Lundy, to deftroy the
trade, and particularly tholc large flects from Dublin, Waterford, and
Cork, hound to the Scvern ; and that the enemy were fitting out at Sg.
Maloe's three fhips of forty odd guns cach, and feventeen from fifty-
fiy 10 lixty guns at Breft, which intelligence captain Cammock affirmed
might be depended upon.”

e have been induced to iafert the above af a proof of Mr.
Cammosk’s indefacigable a@ivityin every live of [ervice where he was
smployed.

1P %Y\h have the following account of a very meritorious fervice per=
formed by this geotlemam iv the mooth of April 1718, extra

from a letter dated on board the Mank, May the gth, “Captain Cam-

commander of bia majefly’s thip the Monk, baving intelligence

that leveral of the enemy's privatcers,were qruizing off the Eht,

fet fail on the g8th of the laft month, and the fame day took 2 pri-

waterr called ths Salamandse of Sxteen guns a0d one dx:d"lgyd
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g¢et; under admiral Caftaneta, which was fo memorabl
defeated by fir Gee. Byng off Meffina ¥, Mr. Cammoc
himfelf efcaped cut ory the hattle and gor inte the neutral
port of Malta, with three fhips of the line and as many
' frigates,

Bty men bclongi:dg to Havre de Grace.  On the 2gth the eaptain ré«
took a fhip called the Boyle Galley of abeut two fundred and fifty
tuns, aud of the value of eight thoufand pound: helongmg to Cork.
After this the caTtain met with the Oxford Galley, from garbado:s,
and two other galleys, which he faw fafe into Croukhaven, where he
landed ten guns, nade two batteries on each fide the harbour, raifed
the militiz, and intrenched each hide, o that it was impoflible for them
fo be attacked; and thus fec fail in purfuit of the enemy. In the
captain's abfence, one of the privateers of forty guns, fent his boat to
the harbour with a flag for the vellels there to farrender or ranfom,
but they firing both from on board and from the batteries on fhore,
he foon lefi them. The next day the captain got fight of the fame
privateer, and after rwo hours engagement took her.  She is called
the Count Giraldin of 5t, Maloes, of forty guns, and three hundred
and fifty-five men, commarided by captain du Pre; the enemy had
thirty men killed and ten wounded, without the lofs of one perfon
belonging 10 her majefly. The value of the thips retzken and faved
amounts to upwards the value of fifty thoufand pounds.

* Mr. Corbet, the author of the account of the expedition of the
Britifh fleet to Sicily, bias been particularly fevere, and we indeed
think rather unwarrantably fo in his charafler of this gentleman,
which we have been induced to infert, and the more fo becaufe it con-
taius an anecdote concerning him rather interefting. o

# Thiz unhappy mam (fays be) was a native of Ireland, and bein
bred up to the {ea had raifed himfelf to the poft of a caprain, ans
ferved in queen Annc’s war with no bad charaller ; but affociarin
himfelf with thofe who were eacinies to the houfe of Hanover, a
becoming obnoxions to the government, on the acceffion of that family
ta the crown he abandoned ﬁis country, and eatered into the fervice of
Spain, where he was promoted to the rank of a rear-admiral, and
ferved in that polt in the expedition againft Sicly. He had never
been noted to want courage, but ir the aRtion off Paffaro be ran awa
among the fir®, and elcaped to Malta, affurding an inRance, how mucg:
a confcioufncfls of guilt, and dread of punifhment depreffes the hearr,
more than the fear of an enemy. e was'a vain boafling man with a
yoving unfcitled head, filled with airy fchemes snd proje@ls, without
any judgement or difcretion. Heé aflured ﬁqmr Patinho, thathe could

ut moft of the Englifli flect into his ha'd's, m recompenfe for that
£c had Ioft : and, in that fenfelels confidence, wrote a letter 1o the
admiral to let him know, that he bad the pretender’s commands o
affure him, if he would bring over the greatelt part of his fleet to
Meffina, or to any port in 3pain, he would create him duke of Ak
Bemarle, with a royal beunty of onec hindred thoufand pounds to fup~
port the honour and dignity of that rank ; and that every captsin ﬂ\::ld
ve
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frigates. He was followed by admirat Byng in the monii,
of O&tober; but having cleaned and refifted -the greandlf.

have ten thoufand pounds, and the Teamen a grataity of rwo monthd -
wages: that lignor Patinho would fatisfy him of the king of Spain's
fecurity for the perforpance of thie agreemunt; and hat nobody ellg
but the duke of Orm and Mar were in the learer,  Whether he
wrote by dirc8lion or not, docs not appear, bu‘thc letter mer with the
contempr it deferved.” " ! ; ot
NatwithRanding thelc afferted extravagancics of temper, which we
do not in the leaft doubt his having exhibited, Mr, Corbet in fome
meafure contradiéts himlelf, by ’a!lnbulinf the defearof the Spaniards
as owing in great meafure to a negledi of his wholtfowe advice. This
Bas been literally tranfcrvibed by Mr. Campbell, who adds fome very
juit and iulercﬂi}lg remarks on Mr, Camock, and his general charabler
as an officer and {eaman. d
“ Itis agreed }fays he) on all honds, their admirals defended thems
Telves gallantly, fo tha, upon the whole, their defeat may be charged
upon their irrefolutign av 1he Iségiuning, and their not taking good
advice when it was given them, s
s *Imean that of rear-admiral Cammock, an Irifh gentleman, who had
ferved long in our navy, and who was (to fpeak itppartia!l_%l} a micH
beuter feaman than any who bare command in the Spanifh fleet, . He
knew perfefly well the firength of both parties; and faw plainly, thae
nothing could lave the Spaniards but a wify, difpofition.  Therefore,
in the laft counci] of war held belore the battle, Ee- propofed, that they
fhould remain at anchor in the road of Paradife, ranging their fhips i
s line of battle, wish'their broadfides 1o the fea, which meafire would
certainly have given the Englilh admiral infinite 1iouble te attack
theth, for the cauftabiere is (o bold that their bigge@ fhips could ride-
with a cabiiézifhiore ; and farther out the currents.are (o varions and
rapid, that'ir’would.be:hardly praflicable to et vp to shem, but im-
poflible to anchor, orlie by ttmn in order of battle. Befides; 1hedy
might have lain fo near the fhore, and-could have received o great |
reinforcemenis of foldiers fiom the a1my 16 man and defend them ;
and the aunoyance  the Spaniaids might have given, from the fevepal
batteries they could htve planted along the fhore, would have been
fuah, thar the ondy way of atracking the fhips'feemed to be by bosrding
and grappling with them at once, to preverlbeing call off ._ AT =
remsy which weuld have been an hazardous thderuking, whersi
Spaniards would haye had many advantages, and the E.ngliﬁl ‘adt :
bhave run the chance of deftroying bigflect, or buying a viflory, if he fuc-
gceded, very dear.”™ .
“Mr, Campbell very properly adds, in a note, ¢ that fush was the
opinion of ﬁ‘:' George Byugt pmlelF," and therefore we ma realonably
.conclude, he who gave the advice was a good officer. H)::-ct_mdudt:
fen;tion_.b‘g aying,  The Sanifh admirals were toa fruch pera
fuaded of their owa {trength, and the cougage of their feamen, or cife;
a4y foolifhly depended ou their ot being attacked by dhr fleei: whats:
qv;::m '_lhoulretvu,'ﬂicy flighted this falutary counfel, and weré thereby"™
wndone.” : :
Vou. II1. P part -
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of his fquadron, had put to fea with four thips.five
s before the arrival of {ir George, :

Powerful as was the naval force, and numerous as were
the fhips of the Englifh at that time inthe Mediterranean,
Mr. Cammock hadaddrefsenough to efcape their vigilance
gnd get into Meflina. From thence he confiderably in-
commoded the operations of the German arms, by encou-
raging the equipmaent of fmall privateers from the ifland
of Lipari, which intercepted many of the cafual fupplics
deitined for the fuppart of the troops. To remedy this
anconvenience ﬁg yeorge Byng (tationed captain Walton,
with a {mall {quadron, to cruile off Meflina, that he might
at one and the {ame time block up Mr. Cammock * and’
fecure the paffage of the veflels, with provifions for the
ufe of the Eicrumn camp. The tempeltuous weather, by

no means‘uncommon at that feafon of the year, havin

blown Mr. Walton from his ftation, Mr. Cammoc
feizing the firlt opportunity when the ftorm abated of
putting to fea from Meflina, appeared before Tropea, 2
ﬂ)rt in poffeflion of the Germans, under Englith colours.
e made ufe of a ftratagem, which would have fucceededin
giving him pofleflion of all the ftores and provifions
collected there, had not the governor been a man of fingu-~
lar penetrationand prudence, Mr. Cammock wrote hix a
Ietter, fickitioufly figned with the name of one of the com-
manders in the Britith fieet, informing him that he was
difpatched thither, by fir George Byng, to efcort from
thence the vellels laden with fupplies for Melaffo, where
the German army then lay encamped. c
He urged him very ftrongly to difpatch, as the place
wgs in the greateft diftrefs. "This ftory being exceedingly
laufible, would undoubtedly have had the defired effect,
Eut the governor exgmining the letter ferupuloufly, dif-
covéred it to be wriften on paper manufactured at Gonoa,
a circumitance that firft induced a fufpicion, and after~
wards a pofljjive refulal to fend the vcift[:,ls in queftion out

® While that gentleman was thus employed, Mr. Cammock again
nidicoloafly expoled himf(elf, to fay no worfe of his conduél, by wgr-
ing a letter to captain Walcon allo, as he had 1o fir George, with
promile of a reward of ten ¢honfand ponnds, a commiffion of admiral
»f the blue, And to be whade an Englith peer, if he would bring his
Wips into Meffina; this offer the honefl capain made known to the
sdipiral with veliemmgor expreflions of sbberrence rad indignation.
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of the port. On what critical points do the affairs of W
turn? Had the commandant been lefs wary,and the fifa-
tagem f{ucceeded, itis by no means improbable that, not-
with{tanding the paval fuperiority of Britain, the caufe of
the emperor, her ally, would have been fo totally riined in
Sicily, as to be irretrlevable.. Captain Walton returning a
few daysafterwards, Mr. Cammock thought hiinfelf happy
in getting a fecond time into Meffina. In addition to
{quadron under Mr. Walton, captain, afterwards admiral
Mathews, was ftationed at Pontemelia with a competent
force to prevent Mr. Cammock's efcape to the fouthward.
The rear-admiral, after having loft two of the fhips of
his fquadron, one of fixty-four guns, called the Santa Ro-
falia, which wasdriven on fhore by the Britith, and the
other the St. Pedro, of fixty guns, caft away in the
bay of Tareato, thought it high time fo atternpt mak=
ing his efcape to Spain, knowing the fate that muft ine-
witably await him, fhould he be taken prifoner, He accord-
ingly put tp fea, in the beginning of February 1719, in'a
fmall frigate; this veffel being chaced on the 6th, by ope
of the ihips belonging to’the fquadron under .Mr. Ma-
thews, the admiral himfelf efcaped with much difficulty to
Catania in'his boat, the frigate itfelf was taken, having
on board all his effeftsand papers,amongwhich was found
a commiflion from the prctender, appointing him ad-
miral of the white. § g

It is reported, and appears (o be (o on a good founda- |
tion, that not long after his return to Spuin, he was
banithed to Ceuta where he died, in what year i$ nut
‘particularly known, but in a ftate of obfcurity - apd
need bordering on diftrefs, defpifed by his countrymen,
and opprefled as well as neglected by thofe whom he had
endeavoured to ferve, at the expence of not only. having
his memory branded with infamy, but at the hagard of
fuffering the ignominious death almolt invariably inflicted
on a captive traitor. - .

‘We behold in the condu and fate of this unhappy man,
a proof how talents, which when dis#ted by propriety,
would have entitled him'to the higheft public applaufe
and venerationy.are by the oppofité behaviour converted.
into the _ma:%’ im with negle@, fcorn,, 20d
deroltation. ¥eeitain, fegfp this ufeful leflon, that the

' ' greatelt
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.ﬁité’ﬂ-%mfeﬂinnal merit becomes an ablolute injury te
1t$ polfeilor, unlefs it is fultained and furmounted by ho-
nopr and public virtue. Even while in arms againft his
countrymen, he had the mortification of finding the wife
and prudent meafures he propofed for the benefit of his
pew friends rejected by them, his ¢ouncils defpifed,; and
the advice of others preferred, which brought on their
yuin. He had the mortification of finding himfelf com
manded by a man, for whofe condu&, in every refpect
but gallantry, he muft have entertained a thorough con-
tempt, and whofe worle judgment being followed, he
kimfelf was made the innocent facrifice to atone for thofe
errors, which he had in vain endeavoured to prevent.
Such inftances and fuch examples are perhaps neceifary,
to render mankind thoroughly acquainted with the defeéts
of human underftanding, and deter them from falling

-into the fame abyfs.

, CANNING, Richard,—was the*fon " of captair
George Canning, a captain in the navy in the reign of
Charles the fecond.. Mr. Richard Canning himl%lf is
fuppofed to have entered into the navy, either before or
very foon after the deceale of that monarch. His pro-
motion in the fervice was but flow, fo that he was'nct ap-
‘pointed a lieutenant till the year 1691, and to what thip
‘does not appear. In the following year he was promoted
to be {econd lieutenant of the Montague of 70 guns, vne

‘of the fhips, we believe, belonging uninterruptedly to the
main fleet during the whole war; it is not therefore
miich to be wondered at, that he neither acquired fame
ar procured promotion, having for {o many years con-
tinued in a ftation, where his abilities and exertions could
be but little noticed. :

*“The general good opinion, however, which was enter-
tained of him, procured him at laft' to be promoted pa
the 22d of Auguft, 1702, to be captain oF the Tartar
frigate, .and in the following year he was advanced to be
«captain of the Affociation, of go guns, the fiag fhip of

‘vice-admiral fir Stafford Fairborne. In this fhip-he en-
countered and wonderfully furvived, after a- myriad of
difafters, that tremendous hurricane-known by name
of the great ftorm, which happeried.if the month of No-
vember, 1703, a particwlar acconnt of’iwhich is fubjoimed

[ 14
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to the account of fir Stafford, and which nothing fhortdf
exertions almoft incredible, could have enabled them 1
furmount the dangers of. He does not appear to have tét
with any other opportunity of diftinguifhing himfelf,
during the time he held thiscommand. In the month of
June, 1705, he was appointed captain of the Worcefter,
as fucceffor to captain Thomas. Butler®. This thip was
employed principally as a crues in the channel and
foundings during the above year, as well as the enfuing;
and as no man could have Kecn more active in fich an
employment, fo have few ever been thore fuccelsful,
During the peried juft ftated, he captured a confiderable
number of trading fhips, feveral privateers of no con-
temptible force, and the Valeur, a royal frigate, of 24
guns. In the month bf. September, 1706, he had alfo
the fortune to capture a very fine privateer, new from
the ftocks, mounting fourteen guns, called thc Marquis
8e Chiange; this vellcl being a remarkable faft failer,
had been fent to fea for the purpofe of procuring fome
intelligence of her majelty’s fleet, ‘under fir Cloudefley
Shovel. -
We have no particular intelligence relative to captain
Canning after this time, notwithftanding we believe him te

® We are happy in embracing this opportunity of correfling an-
error committed in the Tives of capuain ). Littleton and ciptain R.
Bokenham, with relpel 1o the date of the aflion which took place:
between the Medway of fifty guns, fupported by the Chatham,
Greenwich, and Worcefter ; which lafl fhip isalfo crroneoully Rated to
have been commanded by captain Thomas Butler, and iwo French
thips called the-Augufle and I[ll'u.n. This error bas arifen from too
fuperficially and implicitly relying on Lediard's information.  Me.
Butler quitted the command of the Worcefler in the month of July,
andin the a&ion above related, that thip was commanded by eaprain
Catning. Italfo appears by the gezette, No. 4148, that the enéounier
alluded to took place in the month of Anguft 1705.—¢ Whitehall
Augoft the 1ath, 1705—0n Friday night came advice, that her Ma-
';ﬂy‘s fhip the Clratham had brought into Plymouth, the Augufiea
Frepch man of war of fifiy-four guns, which fhe took off the Lizard,
after @ tharp engagement of five hours, wherein the enemy had
thirty men {illc and twenty wounded—there was but one man
killed and fourteen wounded on boaid the Chatham.  Her Majefly's
fhip the Woreeller, at the fame time gaye chace to another French®
man of war clled the Jalon, which when the Chatham broyght
away ker prize, {ccmed to be yielding.”

P 3 ha#;
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have been conftantly in commifliod, till the month of
My, 1775; he then commanded the Dreadnought of
6o gons, one of the fleet ordered for the Beltie under fir
John Norris. No mention is ever ;pade of him after this
time, except the mere date of his death, which happened
on the 3d of Auguft, 1726.

CARLTON, John,—was appointed 2 lieutenant in
the navy very foon after the revolution : in 1692 he was
promoted to be firlt lieutenant of the Suffolk, a third-rate
of feventy guns, commanded firlt by captain Pichard,
and afterwards by captain R. Robinfon. His exemplary
good conduét in this ftation, induced the latter gentleman
to recommend him particularly to the notice of fir
Cloudefley Shovel, whe took the earliclt opportunity of
%ett'mg him appointed, in 16¢6, to Be commander of the

oftboy brigantine, a fmall veflel belonging to the main
fleet.  We do not find any account of him after
thistime, nor was ke promoted to the rank of captain in
the pavy till the 6th 'of July 1702, when he was appointed
to the Rye, but met with no opportunity of diftinguithing
himfelf till the year 1707, at which time he commanded
the Nonfuch on the North-American ftation. T, :

He bore a very diftinguifhed part in the attack made
undercaptain Underdown,about thebeginning of the month
of Auguft, in the year above-mentioned, on the French
fettlements at Newfoundland, No particular mention is
made of him in the fervice after this time, except that in
the ycar 1712, hé commanded the Gloucefter of hfty guns.
A difpute having unfortunately arifen between ﬁimfclf
and a Mr. Wye, his lieutenant, a duel enfued,.in which
captain Carlton unfortunately fell, rendering up to falfe
notions of honour a life, long and honourably employed
in thefervice of his country, and which might have con,
tinued to have procured renown and advantage mutually
to both, had it not been for that unhappy event. -

The cauleof the mifunderitanding does not appear—
the date only of accident is given, and varioufly. By
rear-admiral Hardy, November 1o, 1712; in a pri-
vate memorandum relative to this gen,tlemar;, it is placed
exallly twelve months later ; and in a manuftript litt of
naval officers, itis faid to have happened foine time in the
year 1715.  The figft-we believe ncareft the truth,

> FOTHERRY,
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FOTHERBY, Charles.—We find no mention made,
of this gentleman, till he was on the 24th of O&ohety
1702, appointed captain of the Mortar bomb-ketch; in
the following year he was promoted to the Lark of forty
guns, in which veffel he accompanied fir George Roo
on his expedition to the Mediterranean in 1704. Being fta-
tioned a-head of the fleet to look out for the enemy, he
had the good fortune to get fight of them on the 7th of
June, and immediately informed the admiral of circum-
ftances which he and two other fhips near him had difco.
vered. On this interefting occalion, which required
greateft aGtivity as well as diligence, he appcars to have
alted in a very diftinguithed manner; ncverthelefs the
encmy cltaped for that ime., 'When the perfeverance and
{pirit of fir George was afterwards, in the month of Aue
guft, rewarded by an opportunity of forcing the eneray to
ation off Malaga, captain Fotherby was ordered, to-

ether with two hfty-gun fhips, the Newport of twenty-
our guns, and two fire-fhips, to-lay fome diftance ta
windward of the line as a corps-de-referve, in'cafe the
enemy who had a number of large gallies, thould attempt
to penetrate and break through the line of the combined
fleet where it was weakeft, < :

On the return of the main fleet, under fir Gear
Rooke to England, the principal part of the detach.
ment left for the Mediterranean fervice under (r John
Leake, failed for Lifbon to refit. Captain Fotherby was
pro tempore commandant of the fmall naval force lefi to
co-operate with the Prince of Hefle, and aflitt in the defenze
of Gibraltar. In this fervice he was very delicately and
critically fitnated, for on the fourth of Ottober in the
evening, an enemy’s fquadron of ninetcen fail’ of different
rates, came into the bay, for the purpofe of attacking that
place brilkly by fea, while a formiduble land force fup-
ported the attack by a fimilar affault on fhore. Never-
thelefs, fuch were the prudent difpgfitions made, in concert’
by the Prince and bimfelf, thaggthe enemy was kept
completély at bay, and fir John®mlcll arriving on the
twenty-ninth, the principal ‘piart of the enemy's naval
force then before the place, was burnt or.deltroyed.

Aftersthis titne we believe himeto have been invariably
cm?loycd on the Mediterranean ftation, where in common

Ps ; ) with
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with the. reft of his gallant cotemporaries, he had litte
Oﬁiwrtunity of acquiring fame or popular favour; the
moft confequential fervice in which we find him engaged,
was at the t}'uege of Alicant in the year 1706, he then alted
as ‘major of 2 regiment of volunteer [eamen, embodied 25 2
reinforcement to the land army which was judged too
weak for fo important an undertaking. No notice being
ever taken of him in the fervice after this time, it is not
known how long he continued to be emp.oyed, or what
fhips he commanded. Hedied in England on the 1t of
Auguft, 1720.

]%ARD NG, *William.—Nothing very interefting is
known rclative to this gentleman ¥ he was appointed
captain of the Dunwich,a {mall frigate, on the 23d of
March 1702, and fent on the expedition againlt Cadiz,
a5 an attendant on the fleet under fir George%l_noke'. He
avas fent home in the month of feptember, with the ac-
count that the army under the Duke of Ormond had
difembarked. Nothing is known of him after this time,
for we are even ignofant of the time of his death.

HUGHES, Richard.—We find this gentleman a&in
as third lieutenant of the Queen, the fhip on board whicﬁ
fir Cloudefley Shovel hoilted his flag as admiral of the
blue, in the year 1696, We find no notice taken of
him after this time, till he wason the 19th of June 1702,
appointed captain of the Triumph; although we believe
him to Have been conftantly in commiflion, we do not
mect with any mention made of him during the whole
war, except that he was appointed captain of the Medway's
{7{{17.(: i the year 1706. He was in that year fent to the

Velt Indies, from-whence he-returned with a nymber of
merchant fhips under convoy in the month of December.
In the following ycar, the fame veflel being then alfo
copadianded by captain Hughes, was again fent to the fame
ftation;. and {tomn thence repuired to Newfoundland,
where .in” the: month of Augult, he much diftinguifhed
hindelf under commodore Underdown, in the attack and
deftud ion of the Frediih fetilements on that ifland. '
* “After the peace ar*Birecht, we find him commanding
the Plymouth of fixty guns, and afterwards feveral other
fhips of the line'in the differcnt fleets fitted out for the
numberlefs unintesciling expeditions, which took place
_between the years 1714 and 1726, In the latier year-he

: ¥ . wis
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was captain of the Edinburgh of feventy guns, one of the:
fleet fent under fir Charles Wager tothc%altic, and w[a?
ftatianed as one of the feconds to fir George Walton,
rgar-admiral of the blug, and fecond .in eemmand of the
Britith divifion. He was alfo employed on the fame fer-
vice in the following year, under fir John Nosris. In
1728, was made captain of the Cornwall of 8o guns, one .
of the fleet ordered to be again colleGed for the purpofe of
punithing the {ill unremitted depredations of the Spani«
ards,and put, asthat in the former year had been, under the
command of fir Charles Wager, who hoifted his flag on
board the fhip jult mentioned. |

When the fleet was difmantled, as was the cafe foon
afterwards,captain Hughes retiredaltogether from this line
of ative fervice, being appointed commiffioner of the
navy refident at Portfmouth. I this ftation he continued
with all the credit naturally due todiligence and integrity,
tiJl the year 1754, and having then attained a very advan-
ced age, he retired totdlly from public life on a penfion of
400l. a-year, which he enjoyed 'till the fime of his death 3
this happened on the 12th ‘of Nov. 1756 : he was fac-
ceeded as commuffionerof the navy, by his fon captain
Richard Hughes.

MARTIN, Stephen,—who afterwards took the name
of Stephen Martin Leake, in compliance with the defire
of admiral fir John Leake*, was the only fon of gaptain

bl : 'Ehomu

* The author of the life of fir John Leake, gives us the followiag
account of the friendfhip and conneBlion which fo loog fublifled be-
tween thele two F'.mlcmen, and adds many interefling particulars of
the early part of captainS. Martin's life, which we ‘have thoughr it
not improper toinfert: He, fir Jobn, devifed his eftate to truftces
for the ufe of his ‘fon during life, and afier his death-withont: iffae,
to c2ptain Martin and his heirs. This was an extraordinary’ inflanes
of fir John's'regard for captain: Martin and bis family ; but confiders
ingall circomBances, it could hardly be otherwile, For. befides that
they had always had a brotherly affeflion for each other, a friendfhip
luﬂvloug fubfilled between the two familigy, which' onght to be re-
membered. Captain Richard Leake, the father of fir John, bmvi
rétired to Holland for fafety in the ¢ivil war, as related in the fic
chapter of the firll book, there met with capeain Stephen Martin, the
grandfather of captain Stephen Martin, who having fithfully ferved
King Charles the Firll an King Charles the Second, a1 captaia of &
company during the rebellion, had been obliged to retire 1o the famg |
place ‘as a fellow-fuffeser in the fame cawfe, they foan became ac-

© 7 guainted
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Thimas Martin by Efizabeth his wife, daughter of ~~—
Bbrean of Hadley. The particulars of his early life and
fervice will be found in the note below ; and to them we
have only to add; thatin 1692 he was firlt lieutenant of .
the Eagle, as he had before been of the Partmouth. Both
thefe thips were in fucceflion commanded by captain,
aftervards fir John Leake, and with whom, as it is ftated
in the life of that admiral, he always removed from one
fhip to anather during the reign of King William. He

quainted, and contrifled a fricndfhip for the each other ; and vpen the
refloration returned together ¢o their pative country, wirere foon
after, captain Martin died, but the friendfhip of eaptain Leake fur-
wived ; He continued it ro his fon Thomas Martin, who by his care
and inflruflion became both a good gunner and a guod engineer; and .
entering 10to the fervice of the artillery, was made captain of a com-
pany of matroffes. He diftinguifhed himfelf jn the defence of Tan-
iér in Africa againfi the Moors, (being then in the hands of the
Hfh) and was afrerwards employed with captain Leake in the
demolition of the town in the y=ar 1683, when they returned toge-
ther to England, At the revolution he went in the army to Ireland,
where be had the reputation of a brave officer and a good cugiseer,
and continued there till the year 16go, when being employed to
nhz on an attack at the ficge of Cork, he was difabled vy the
burfling of a cannon, of which wounds he died about two years after.
The fame friendlhip that had fubfiled betiween the fachers, was
eultivated and improved by the f{ons. Captain Martin had been
recommended to fir. John’s care by both the fathers, and was very
carly his' pupil ; this was the occalion of his entering into the fea-
fervice, and the defire he had to be with his friend, made him reje&
all other means of promotion, for fir Cloudefley Shovel bhad f{hewed
a great regard for T\im at the batle of Bantry Bal, (where he haa
his all'gl broken by a cannon ball on board histhip, be then ferving as
2 midihipman) and promifed to provide for hrm; bur he was no
fooner recovered-than he went on board the Dartmouth, captain
Leake, whereby he loft feveral years in his promotion to a command.
He was his licutenant almoft all the while he‘was a captain, aod
becamflill more clofely united to him l:{ the marriage of Elizabeth,
the'ffler of Chriflian Lady Leake. The only feparation after-
wards was in the year 1697, when captain Martin commanded a
bomb to Newfoundland, and in the year 1702, when he had the
Yike command at Cadiz and Vigo. In the former of thefe expeditions
be, fignalized his' feamanflrip, and in the two latter his bravery, for
which be was immediately promoted to tbe command of the Lan-
celloo frigate, in which fhp be wcrui:ﬁl;f in the channel when fir
'l:bubemg appointed rear-admiral of 4he blue, made choice of him
for his captsin; and in thiy" flation he continued to the end of the
war the iafcparsble companion of ‘his fortone. How well he
difcharged the truft and confidence repofed in him, fir John himfelf
gave aa incontefllable proof wheo he made him his heir,
, was
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was firft licatenant of the Eagleat'the memorable battle
off La Hogue,in which he was twice wounded, ‘hoth 2
pily but flightly ; he had alfb a ftill more narrow efcapein
this aétion, a'caunon {hot having pafled between him and
his brother-in-law captain Leake, with whom he was at
that time attually in converfation, and in the aét of re-
ceiving orders from him. At the deftructionof the enemy’s
fhips under Cape Lz Hogue, Mr. Martin, who notwith-
ftanding his former wound, was not f{ufficiently difabled
to prevent his going zgain into adtion, commanded the
Eagle's boats, and fired one of the enemy’s largeft thips,
hc%des rendering other confiderable fervice,

On the 6th of March 1702%, hewas promoted to the
rank of captain, and appointed to command the Mortar
bomb, in which veffel he accompanied fir George Rooke
on his expedition againft Cadiz and Vigo, and 1s faid to
have very much diftingtithed himfelf.  But the editor
of* fir John Lieake’s life, who makes this obfervation,
which we believe very juft, has not given usany partica-
lars. On the return of the fleet to Eugland, captain Mar-
tin was promoted 10 be captain of the Loweftoffé fri-
gate, then ftationed as a cruifer off Guernfey. In thisveffel
hedid not long continue, being pitched upon by fir J.
Leake, who was juft before promoted to the rank of rear-
admiral of the b{uc, to be his captain. He wasaccord-
ingly in the beginning of Jan. 1702-3, appointed tdcom-
mand the Royal William. It is a remark made elfewhere
highly to this gentleman’s honour, that the family con~
nections between the admiral and himfelf, had not fo great
a fhare in influencing this choice as his own noble quali-
fications.

Mr. Leake being very foon afterwards advanced to be
vice-gdmiral of the blué, removed his flag firlt ints the
St. George, and afterwards into the Somerfet, a third rate.
Into both thefe fhips Mr. Martih accompanied him, as
he did aftérwards into the Prince George of g6 guns, in
which fhip he failed for the Mediterranean in the month
of July, with the ficenbound thither under the comniand
of fir Clondefley Shovel. The events of this gentleman’s
life being' fo materially and clofely conneéted with that of
fir John%..c_ake, it is lefs neceffary for us to.be particular

* This is the frll officia’ account we meet with of his boldingany

and
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apddiffife, and we have only to point out fuch tranfations
a8 are irrelative to the life of the admiral himfelf. Ina
few days -after the return of the fleet to” England, and
before ‘feveral of the fhips had been able to reach the
ports whither they were ordered for the winter to.be
re-equipped and fitted, the tremendous hurricane ufually
diftinguifhed by the name of the Great Storm, overtook
them. Several perithed with all their crews, a far greater
nnmber received fo much damage, that their efcape from
total deltrultion appeared as one of thole rare and im-
ffive interpefitions of Providence, beit calculated to
rike the infidel fceptic with awe and terror, while a few
oply, under the fame prote&ion aided by the precautions
of prudence and ability, furvived the dangerin great mea-
fure unburt, and in our inftance, we might alfo add
almoft totally fo. At the hour when this difaltrous and
seelancholy event began, the Prince George was at anchor
in the Downs®, and. the circumftances of that fhip’s
elcape, are perhapsas fingular as any in naval hiftory. :

*The account given by Mr, Leake of this tranfalion, is tao curious
and interefling to be omisted. : ¢ '
It was ane of ihe long and dark nights of November, between the.
#6th and g7th, that brought forth this dreadful form. The violence
of it n abowtone o'clock, the wind blowing from the WS, W.
0 the 5.5.W. and in a fhort time {pread dmiuu over the face of
the whole hn?dum ; but as ie feems to have enﬁmdercd in tke
Downs, fo it t its fary there. That place, which the evening
befove lpptuedp'r?kz a goodly foreR, in twa hours was reduced to a
defact, bardly an objeét being Ieft to chear the fight, had the dark-
mefs of tbe night permitted. "Vice-admiral Leake in the Prince
, alone rding fafl in defpite of the two contending elements,
Bt with the ex C onlybfhirlngzhclaﬂwbe fwatlowed up.
A s e el o Gk w a4
. were o shey might ride it out; jaft then, t
diibrered the Refloration, a thin'.f-me i driving’uplzn them, a,ng_
prefently came {o near, they were foreed to brace their yards 19
prevent her driving on board them—however they hoped the might go
glear of them; but whillk they flattered chemfclves with abis expelia-
tiem, her anchor came 'up to the hawie'of thg Prince George, and fhe
fops, riding faf) by them: Now their fate feemedinevitable ; for if no
- fkwpa bt theirs had becn able to ride cut the form fingle, how was
# polfible their gronnd tackle fhould hald two great fhips ; there was
means. Jefi but to cut her away, They endeavoured it, butcould
ppt doit,  There were now no hopes, they waited their agyru::g‘mg
] A Ie,
oyl
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In 17704, he continued cm of the Prince, which he’
gommanded under fir John e at the battle off Mataga,
where he behaved in his accuftomed {pirited manner. Mr.
Leake, inhis accountof the life of fir John, makeshowevera’
remark relativetocaptain Martinand fir Cloudeiley Shovel,
wirich we cannot refrain from briefly commenting on.
¢ Sir John Leake,” fays he, ¢ difpatched captainMartin to
fir Cloudefley Shovel, propofing to pufh the enemy's van,
till he broke their line, or Oblllgttf their center to draw
off; but fir Clovdefley did ot approve of the propofdl,
whereby the greateft part of our van remained (peiiators
only, during the reft of the engagement.” “This certain!
implics 2 kind of charge againit {ir Cloudefley, whi
we feel ourfelves, in. juftice to his charaéter, bound w
refilt. . Mr. Leake has-either been mifinformed, or was
not aware of the force of his own affertion. Sir Cloude-
fley, in the account given by him of the above encounter,
yery fufficiently accounts for his clofing the line and de-
#iting from pufhingtheenemy'sbeatenvan. SirG. Rooke’s
divifion, which was rendered the weakeit in the fleet, on
account of feveral of the fhips which compofed it, being
obliged to quit the line for want of fhot, was oppofed to
the center of the ememy, which was in much greater force;

fate, which every mioute threatened their deftruélion. By the pro-
digious firain, their beft bower was foon brought home, and their
frall bower brought a-head, and in this manner they rode for half an
hour, the longe@ half hour that ever they kuew, for every miouts
fecmed to be the 1afl; but when all buman aids failed, sod olf eg=
eftations were vain, the invilible hand of providence relieved them,
or whether, the cable of the Reftoration parted, or the anchor fhpped,
they knew not; but the drove away, and floon aficr was loll, with
every living creature on board, by which means vice-admiral Leake'
bappily furvived the general devaflation, This wenderful deliverance
under providence, was owing 10 a prudent forefight in the'zadmiral
and his captain, eaptain Martin, by providing ageainfi the worft. - Ehe
day before, when itblew very hard, and confidering the imé of
the year, the place they were in, and what might happen, they made
a fnug fhip, veering, out their long fervice 10 two cables and two
thirds, and doing every thing that might enable them 1o ride ouya
hard florm, by which precaufion they not only faved themfelves, but
the lives of “feven hundred men uader their care, with her Majefiys
- fhip; and all shis without cutting awey a mafl, uling' any extraor-
dinary meapi, or receiving any damage mgre than ufual in & hard gale

of wind, which was a happinef(s and an honous ne other could pre-
tend to, - 3
and
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mpd the confequence of that great fuperiority might have
Been-extremely fatal, had not fir Cloudefley prudently de-
eided on the meafures already ftated, for the purpofe of af-
flting the eommander in chief; certainlyno man properly
acquainted with his chara&er, can hefitate 2 moment on
attributing his conduét to that motive only. Asto Mr.
- Leake’s propofed manceuvre, and his argumentsin fupport
cof it, we cannot bit totally differ in opinion from him.
“T'o have purfued the beaten van, would certainly haye
Ieft the center a facrifice; and the French, had not the
advantage been decidedly on their fide, would at leaft have
had the glory of calling it a drawn ‘baule; fo that Mr.
Leake's fubfequent charge of incapacity againft Shovel, is
at once illiberal and unjuit.

Toreturn to captain Martin : he was in the foregoing
aétion flightly wounded with a {plinter, but happily in fo
trivial a degree, as {carcely to produce even a temporary
confinement. Sir John Leake being foon after the ac-
‘tion, appointed commander of the fmall {quadron left
+behind for the prote&ion of Gibraltar, fhifted his flag on
board the Nottingham, and captain Martin failed for
England with the Prince George, which ftood in need of
a thorough repair. He returned to the Mediterranean in
the following E)ring, with the fleet under admiral Shovel,
and was prefent at the fiege and capture of the ecity of
BarceJona. On the vayage to Lifbon after the furrender
of the above important place, owing principally to the
delays occafioned by waiting for the Dutch heavy fajling
fhips, the fleet was upwards of thirtcen weeks on its
padfage, and the feurvy, added to af{Carcity of provifions,
anduced fo dreadful a mortality in the ficet, that it was

" computed upwards of three hundred men were thrown
overboard from the Prince George alone, from the time

_ that (hip left Portfmouth to the time of her laft arrival at
Lifhon. Captain Martin continued in the Tagus during
the winter, and having carcened his fhip, failed in the
- month of April to join {ir John, who had departed for
the Mediterranean fome time before with all the fhips
that werc ready for fea.

Thhe firft operation of the naval campaign of this year
1706, was the reliefiof Barcelona, which city was re-
suced to the laft extremity; the conqueft of Carthagena

and
6 ;
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and Alicant quickly followed, as afterwards did that of .
the ifland of Majorca and its dependencies. Thefe fuc-

cefles however were principally owing to the opcrations

of the land force, thofe of the navy being only fecondary,

and in fupport of a fervice which could notindeed have been

carried on without fuch affiftance, but which prefents us

with nothing interefting. After the latter fuccefs, -the

feafon being then deemed too faradvanced for any other

operations, captain Martin with the Prince George, .re-

turned for England. During the following ycar, captain -
‘Martin fiill continued captain of the fame {hip*, as:he

did during theearlier part of the enfuing. Si? John, whohad

ibeen advanced to be commander in chief in the Mediter-

ranean, and confequently had the privilege of -having two

.captairs, appointed fir ’ly Hardy his fitlt, or captzinof the

fleet, Mr. Martin continuing to retain his original fa-

.tion, being appointed to the Albemarle, which was

cholen by fir John to be his flag fhip. ;

In this year the archduke’s ccnlf:m being convayed.hy
‘the above flect from Italy to Barcelona, and tgking ber
paflage on board the admiral’s thip, on her arrival ia
‘Spain the prefentedcaptain Martin, as well as fir Thomas,
with a2 .valuable dimmond ring, as a teltimony .of her
efteem as well as gratitude, for their attention to-her.
Nothing very material, or worth particular detail, took
place during the courle of this year. At the commence~
ment of the enfuing, fir John having in the Tnterim
returned to England, was appointed comunander in . chief
in the channel, and captain Martin was accordingly ap-

ointed firft to the Royal Sovereign, aund afterwards. to the

uffel of 8o guns, into which fir John almoft immedi-
ately removed. The fubfequent events, efpecially thofe
in which the Ruffel was particularly -engaged, were too
trivéal to merit particular notice. '

During the year 1710, fir John Leake having been
{ucceeded in his command by admiral Aylmer, Mr. Mar-
tin {erved merely as a private captain, but in the month
-of January following, tus original patron having refumed

»®* But the ofly particvlar mertion we find made of him is, that
he wps one.of the members of cthe court-wartial convengd on.board
.the Albematle, for the trial of r Thomas Hardy. .
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‘his former ftation and command, captain Martin was ap-
pointed captain of the flest, to fucceed ﬁr’:fhomas Hardy,
who was juft before made rear-admiral of the blue, On
the retirement of fir John Leake, captain Martin, who
had for fo many years been his companion in danger, fired
with a very proper indignation at the highly unmerited
ill-treatment of his friend and patron, was no longer fo
folicitous for altive employment, as he otherwife in all
probability would have been. The enemies of fir John,
on their part, were perhaps little difpleafed at receiving
no folicitations on that head, from a worthy man whom
decency could not have fuffered them to negle@, but
whofe worth, their own narrow minded policy induced
them to envy and deteft.

Sir John 1s faid, by the author of hig memoirs, to have
frequently remarked to him, that he fuffered on his ac-
count, and advifed him repeatedly to make application
for employment, that he might not appear to forego his

retenfions to the rank of a flag officer: but, adds the
Farne author, he had too much gratitude and honour to
quit his brother and his friend for any confideration.

Captain Martin appears to have always lived in a
peaceable retirement after this time.  Among thye funeral
certificates preferved in the college of arms, we 4nd one
of this gentleman—** Stephen Martin Leake, [‘:fq. une of
the fenior captains in the royal navy, and fome time firlt
captainto the admiral ot the flect, and one of the elder
brethren of the trinity-houfe, deparied this life on Mon-
day, January the 1gth, 1735-6, in the 7oth ycar of his
age, at his houfe at the Grove at Mile End, in the parifh
of Stepney, and county of Middlefex. He was buried on
the 26th of the fame month in the Dimily vault, Stepney
Church-yard. The heralds attending according to lus
degree.”

%/IAY'NARD. Henry Lord*,—-was the third fon of
Banalter, third Lord Maynard, and Elizabeth Grey, only

* The following account of the ancellry of this noble family iz
extrafted from Collins:—It appears frbm the roll of Battle Abbey,
wherein the names of thole are inferted who accompanicd William,
Duke of Normandy, in his luceefsful defcent inIDmEng!and, A.D.
1066, that Mainard (as ‘Hollinfhed wiites the name) or Maignard,
(as Stow) was one of them; and all genealogifts agree, that the
prefent vilcount Maynard is defcended from him,

daughter
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bers of the court-martial h Lwcn»hwd mm
for the trial of fir Thomas Hardy; and after this time we
~ are again in the dark asto any anecdotes relative to this
gentleman's fervices till the year 1711, when we find lum
captain of the Sunderland, of fixt qu one c-f the {
dron fent under the command ovenden Wal
on the unfortundie expedition ;n& uab;c: mqm-
tunity - occurred, on this occafion by which he could di
gml'b himfelf; but toelcape dc{tru&:con, when furrounded
difficulties and dangers, implies a conduét and degreeof
uun meriting bo pmfe and honour.  We haveno
hority that warrants our afferting he held any com- -
mﬁon after he quitted the command of the Sunderland. ¢
Hhapyum to have retired, during the lntter;lrt of his
ife, to Ireland, where lie died on the 14th Fchmafy‘

ﬁANWAY, Jonas,~was an officer in the navy. l‘l’.t.oau
very foon after the revolution. In 1692 he wasappeinted.
+ lieutenant of the Prudence, a fourth rate, of foﬂymm
gum, hu-ed from the merchants, and
E in convoy,mg the coal trade to Newss
vl he e Eﬁﬁﬁ”"“h”"’ﬁﬁ“ e
wxs an the 2 17013, i captain
nfiﬂnldti;,offn - 'f i mn.whol:ns, -
wx;homh;he h:mall ﬁﬁ of d a:‘l;e chara&ter of
m t complrunasga&nt as worthy an
wmamad { the rank of a commander, had

T’”"m tune,fh; mnfn&mgf%%
x_ xm' L Plymaouth.
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for a_confiderable time after this®; but on his
this {hi it is moft probable he retired altogether
d;mfmr uwrﬁndnomhonwhlmﬂlh.
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orily account for our having nothing mtdm,j to
relate concerning him, He died in England fome time
in the year 1711, being at that tm-n-, capmn of the Nci-

i f&WgENCE‘ Henry, or]}{um J—-We. have ni.i:
account of thig gentleman, till we find him, on the 21
of January 1703, appointed captain of the Mermaid fri-
gate. - Early in the following fpﬁng, he was removed
ntg the Penfance, and.employed 2s a cruiferon the Irith
Atasion ; from which vefiel he was again quickly removed
~into ﬁmCoventry He was take the enemy in that
fhip on the 24th of July 17045 is condu& on that
occafion was decmed fo improper, that he was fentenced by
court-martial, held on boarda tngate in the river Thames,
an. 5, 1705, to be difmiifed the fervice: he was, bgthe
; fentence, muléted all his fay It is afferted, i
‘admiral Hardy's lilt of naval officers, that he. nm
France, on the 1oth of January 1737; but a.
! mth which we have been favoured, and to witich-we
ve the preference in point of credit, informs us that he
Eed, “ipdeed, at the time above given; but that having.
come deprived of all fupport, by the lofs of his commif-
- fion and haif-piy, - allo exceedingly infirm, he was
“into Greenwich Hofpital as a private. pcnﬁcnel»,- -

in that ftation paid-his debt to nature.
AYTQN Charlu,——-wn _ mmed a Imm:tmt 4n
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malice and bafe afperfions of his enemies, he ftill conti- -
nues to retain in the eyes of all’ dud
men, we are with ail t t of
his fervice, even till we find him, on tlum Wjﬂ
1703, appointgd captain. Of‘lhemh\ '
long continue 1n this fhip, having, hpeg
;pskm;tedto it merely for the pmpofao the
c:ptam Being made : ¢
¢, fome years elapfed hefmbchadthqw
ﬁn hunfclf, which his great ty of mind
n? tulwayxanrmdto. lnljoq,mﬁnd%
ii-zm oftl:crl):m, the tm:nmﬂw,ﬂinw
ns, to cruife, during the w
In this troublefome and difagreeable fervice, hi
fuccels was the capture of a French frigate, tb
Bien Aime, of twenty-fix guns. He was, not lon
terwards, removed into the Chefter, a new fhi

guns, built to fupply the lsccofoneoﬂhe
?pmmdmthemafg)d&m
or
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hhﬂh y with them, .
whm in mthtlm dv guu. m

M hd that ml 'y
“’ zﬂm b Gaces wmadnmly!uhg
capmnMnhewa, who had ran very far a-head
con ions, came u 'mth and the Glo-
raﬁmrz hut {pirited After hay-

returned into rehtted, luwal.
clofeqf year, mﬂ npan the Welt Indig, ftation, where
he met*with no occurrence, except having
one or lwo inconfiderable privateers. In the
ing fpring he was ordered to America. In the
month )% 1710, ngllru&lomf were fent h?r‘in&u
England artin, of the Dragon, who was
lhtommredu:m , in Nova Scotia. He was
not prefent at the attack itfelf, being dxfpltchell by the
commodore before the fqundrou, to intercept afiy rein«
forcement or fupply the enemy might atrempt to throw
in. After this expedition was fuccelsfully mncluded.

cnpum Martin, with fuch fhips as he had b

rmrmdthnher, ].cavang the Chefter be

m&,ﬁnmﬂd‘]w l7ﬂ,ﬁrHomdm Walker ar-
Mn,mthaﬂrong uadron, deftined for the

; and captain Mathews, who returned
ﬁbmc . in two or three days afrer admiral Walker
zeached that port, put himfelf under hisorders. He was
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Lawrence, with orders that as foon as he had refitted his
fhip in the beft manner circumftances would: nmt, he
ilmldﬁilforlin'ghndasmnvoym ‘malt 2
Peace being concluded at Ryfwic, foon after «
Mathews returncd to England, we find ho other mention
made of him till the ofyear 1718, at which time he. com-
manded the Kent, of 70 guns, one of the fleet equipped
for the Mediterranean, under the command of fir Geo
Byng. In the memorable engagement With the Spani
ficet, off Meffina, he very confpicuoufly diftinguithed
himfelf, having not only captured and taken: ’K:lfeﬂhn
of the St. Carlos, of 6o guns, commanded b prince
de "Chalay, but afterwards confi iderably aﬂi&ed ptam
Mafter, in the Suj;) erbe, in taking thé Spanifh admiral
himfelf, in the St. Philip, of feventy-four guns. In the
month of Janvary 1718-19, he was left by the comman-
der-m-ch;ef with a {fmall [quadron, to cruife off Ponte-
melia, in order to watch rear-admiral Cammock, who had
taken refuge in Meflina, and prevent his efcaping to. the
fouthward. So activeand dlll ent was he in this :Fewme,
that he drove on fhore, where %he was totally d
‘one of Mr. Cammock’s beft fhips, called the Sn,nta Rofalia,
mounting fixty-four guns; the rear-admiral himfelf ve
narrowly efcaped bei taken prifoner, in a few days
terwards, by gett:]ng off in his boat, but the veflel in which
he attgn ted to fly, being a frigate of twenty-two s
fell into fhe handsyof its Eurfuqrgs. < guns
His acivity did not grow torpid by repeated fuccefs, mr
his zeal for the fervice and good of his country flag, as if
fated with the honour he had already gained. He con-
1xnund to be employed on every fervice where ability was
uired; but from an enemy o completely beaten, from
fo totallyannihilated as that of Spain, little reputation
muld be gained in addition to that which he had already fo
Juily acquired, He appears, during the remainder of
lhm expedition, to have been one of the perfons princi-
lly confulted by the admihl ‘as to the meafures he
d take according to the of hi .
_plex and delicate command, a
cafions, one of the firft ;:rfoﬂs
into execution, On his return to
~@lulion of the war, he appears to W
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wu will be hemfm: m thu account that
' leman. Admiral Mathews himfelf, with the main
gd of his ficet, repaired to Villa Franca, from whence,

eaphg c:ulfers oﬁ"lonlonandthe :ﬁ:s onyem’

4 u '; .l].maufdnll';nntmiefn &mgoghn;ﬁ%u:ﬂha )
% Toulon, e 19th, 1742, o—Part
continues at |lh Franca, n?i others cruile off Toulon ﬁhlhe
of Hyeres, where there are always fome at anchor. . There re-
main but uj::ﬂ:ﬂfhipk in uu;:c;&b:htozﬁ;l:ﬁmmpmﬂ
3 ot into the T 0
Cun% m&nuu in its mﬂm "5'..:5:.1.
of the road are well fupplicd with menand every thing.”
# Marfeilles, Augufl the soth.— W€ have ftill the fqua-
dron on our coafls, who fearch all fhips within their reac uﬁnt
, to fee if there are no effelts on board bel ng to the
miards, The fea.fhores every where round this plaoe

with cannon.”
. Frow the concluding obfervations of thefe ex it iy Jﬂ-
‘ent]w\v much the {j mlcd behaviour of Mr. M mhﬂlmam
rnmmll, %ut ﬂur friends the F rcnch llfo.
Mathews, when joined by rear.
l'om:. liad a ve M‘?a.mm nnllnﬂths m’i
one,i}mlbecom force of France and llﬂl-
iﬂd of ﬂnps of the l% which he confined to
ng his two rear-admirals Rowlcy and D
:h!ﬁ.‘oﬂ' «:llnduél Hyc tiwenty-four ﬂnin BL
‘on the coaft of Prumée, mﬁm; at Villa r“:h '
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as he took care conftantly to do, he was enabled to keep
both the French and Spanifh fleet, which had taken refug
in that port, in complete check for the fpace of cighteen
md’!s. g A .
~ In Aygult he detached commodore Martin, with five
fhips of war, four bomb ketches, and as many tenders,
to Naples; where, after fome little altereation, that
gentleman compelled his Sicilian majefty to withdraw his
troops which had joined the Spanifh army; and alfo to
promife he would not in any degree interfere or affift Spain
during the war. The towns of Mataro apd Palamos, on
the coaft of Catalonia, were bombarded foon after this
time. On reciting this tranfa&ion, Campbell breaks out
into a pathetic lamentation of the miferies, which he
wifhes to prove were wantonly heaped on the unoffending
inhabitants, But however we may commiferate the ruin
of individuals, it is certainly one of the firft objeéts of a
Lommander-in-chief to attack 7n enemy whereyer he is
found ynlnerable; for that probable ruin, and the extent
of that defencelefs ftate to which fubjeéls are expofed,
form the principal inducements that actuate all national
governments to conduét themlelves equitably and peate-
ablyto their neighbours. It is therefore as ridiculous to
‘deprecate thefe horrors, as it would be improper to fuffer
a valuable fleet of merchant-fhips, belonging to your
enemy, to pals unmolelted, becaule their cargoesare not
the property of perfons aCtually in arms, It is, we
think, at leaft a matter of doubt, whether it would not
ultimately tendd to the advantage of mankind, that war
fthould invariably be carried on in a way, civilized na-
tions, from being unaccuftomed to the method, would -
_fhudder at? The miferies, though for a moment more
violent, would certainly be fhortened ; and the only quef-
tien to be afked 1s, which of the two is preferable, a war,
in the moft extenfive fenfe of the word, for a few months
_continudnce, or one lengthened to as many years, con-
du&ed in its gentler method? We have thought it ne-
‘ I 1o maE:n:;ds fhort comment, left Mr. Campbell
‘mi& ' Mlcﬁ on the minds of fome, an unfavourable idea
.— . | ﬂ&ﬂ w'S's humll,l.ity- e, \
~The vice-admiral being rejoinad by commodore Mar-
“tin, in the_road of Hieres, which was made the general
e Vor. Il R rendezvous
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dezyous of the ficet, he detached him 10 Araffi, in
the Genoele gerritories, where he had- ipformation  that
cenfiderable magazines of corn had been | formed, for the
ufe of the Spaniards. The commodore arrived in the road of
that place on the 1/t of September, and immediately fent
officers on fhore, to make the neceffary fearch for the de-
pots. Four confiderable ftores of barlcy being dilvovered,
:ﬁpaﬂy was fent to deftroy them, which they did very
ectually, by throwing them into the fea. Mr. Ma-
thews's fpirit of enterprife did not ceale here, for having
received intelligence that a Spanifhhip of the line lay at
anchor at Ajaccio, in the ifland of Corlica, he fent the
Ipfwich, and another fhip of the line, with a firefhip, to
take or deftroy her; but the Spaniards, to prevent the fhip
from falling into the hands of the Britith, made their efcape
on (hore, and then immediately fet it on fire.

The operations of the year 1743 were principally con-
fined to the blockade of the port of Toulon, where the,
French And Spanifh fquadrons were kept completcly fla-
tionary, while. detachments from the Britifh fleet effeétu-
allly prevented the introduction of any fupplics into Italy,
for lf:: ufe of the Spanifth army in that country, and it was
therefore confequently kept in a ftate of inativity. A
variety of defultory attacks were alfo made on the enemy’s
coaft, which not only did them confiderable mjurz, but
kept them in a coptinual ftate of alarm. The firft of
thefe was in the month of February, when capm]n Am-
brofe, in the Rupert, and captain ?’-lughcs, in the Fever~
fham, being ordered 1o cpuile on the coalt of Valencia,
made feveral valuable prizes, fome of which being laden
with ftores and provifions for Toulon, the lofs of them
was very highly diftrefling to the enemy. Several fettees

taken Thelter under the town of Vineros, or
Binarux, a fmall port bordering on Catalonia, the fape
commanders refolved to attemipt their deftration, which
}hgy ccefsfully effelted, and without any lofs to thewm-

In the month of Apsil, admiral Mathews being then
eruifing off Toulon, a party of Britith failors were per-
mitted.to go on fhore at the town of Hieres, to reere:
and refre(h themfelves. The French gg;rifon%
them dgmm' ; wpon which a-defperate fray :

2]
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ace; and farther affiftance coming to each party, one
z:.mdred and fifty of the Englith ln!gt faid to have been
killed before the affair terminated. It is to be obferved,
that the French had on this occafion the advantage of be- +
ing armed, while the failors, not expeéting any difpute,
were totally unprepared. The French were fo alarined
at this event, which certainly could only be confidered as
an unpremeditated accident, that they reinforced the gar-
rifon with {ix hundred additional foldiers; and the gover-
nor of Provence wrote a very polite and flattering Jetter
to the admiral, acquainting him, that as the receding
unpleafant affair could by no means be imputed to him,
he would rcprefent it 1o his court in fuch a light as, he
hoped, would Frevent any national rupture. This is
another proof of the high refpect, compulfively as it were,
paid Mr. Mathews by the French.

About the Jatter end of Junc, the admiral having re-
ceived intelligence that fourteen xebecques, under the
cenvoy of a Spanifh {loop of war, had been chaced by the
Kennington frigate into the port of Genoa, he himfelf
failed from his {tation off Hieres, and anchored in the road
of that place on the 1t of July, with fix fhips of war and
four bomb veflels. Deputies were immediately fent off
to compliment him on his arrival, and civilly to enquire
into the caule of a vifit which was totally unexpeéled, and
not a little difagrecable, The admiral anfwered with
much firmnefs, * that he came there to demand that the
Spanifh veflels laden with ftores fhould be forthwith ob-
liged to quit the port; or that the republic fhould fequef-
ter the artillery and warlike ftores till the conclufion of a
general peace.” After fome negociation, it was at length
?glud, <¢ that the ftores fhould be put on board other vef-

els, and be tranfported to Corfica, under convoy of the
gﬁiﬂl fquadron, there to be depofited in the caftle of
facio, and to be guarded by a Genoele garrifon till the
warterminated : thatafter the dve performance of thisagree~
ment, the Sﬁan.ifh vellels fhould have permiffion to retire
unmolefted.” Thefe terms, fo mortifying to the Ge-
noele, who were fccm"fwoureczn of 1h;] paniards ar;d,
their canfe, they were very relutantly obliged to comp
13:%1!;-- alﬂmetl?gfthe ,};'O%:in ;{_ u}nl ex ;i;d bmlr}b h.;
ment, in cenfequence of their gl ¢ ad allo the
N e K ¥ A giosal
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sy - : R ey .
additional mortification of being =ea:;}sqlled to confent to
hx!:-_tﬁ'c ftoresin quettion tranfported 1

the only part of the
whither théy would have wilhedithem not to have

been carried, the ifland of Corfica, in which they daily
dreaded a revolution.  Public, as well as private duplicity,
“is a crime, however, which rarely fails of meeting with
its proper punifhment, and when inflited with the
utmoit riggur, is feldom compaflionated.:

o

This bufime(s was hardly adjufted, when, in the month
f Auguft, the admiral having information that fome

veflels, witheftores and artillery, had arrived at Civita
Vecchia, he difpatched a detachment from his fleet in
-gue& of them. On its arrival off that port, the commodore

emandcd that the enemy’s fhips and their cargoes fhould

be immediately delivered up, or thar he would bombard
the place. The' ftores and cannon had been privately
Janded, and conveyed to the Spanifhr army, before the ar-
" rival of the Englifh {quadron; and the governor, fearful
‘of its refentment, as foon as this breach of neutrality
“fhouid be difcovered, fent a courier to Rome, for inftruc-
tions how to acl; he returned with orders to iafift that the
- Englith commodore and his thips fhould quit the coaft;
and the Spaniards taking the advamag::l of a fair wind,

and a dark night, made their efcape.

“he Englith com-

mander, doubly exafperated, firft, at the hanghty tone of
the eourt of Rome, anEi {econdly, at the lofs of an ex-
fled prize, was ablolutely preparing fo proceed to the
ztrcmirt}ics he had thrcateny % £hcngadlnipr§ioc Mathews,
- at the interceflion and entreaty of the king of Sardinia,
‘who promifed to procwre. fatisfaction. for this flagrant
" ‘eonduét on the part of the Pope, fent an order to the
" Englifh fquadron to retire, and rcjoin him,.

he remainder of the admiral's* operations durin-l)g this

veary were confined to the affitance he gave the king of
Sardinia, in‘order to enable him to repulfe the Spaniards
at Chateau Daunphine. In aid.of that mouarch’s caulc,
*he landed the greater part of his marines, and a confider-
~‘able number of .cannon, at Villa Franca; by which
* means-he fecured that important place from- the enemy's

the blos.

* T the mouth of Augull 1743, he was promoted 1o be admiral of

incurfions,
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incurfions, and totally prevented them from penetrating
by that pafs during the remainder of the year.

Early in the focceeding fpring, the French court, weary
of having their own fleet, as well as that of their friends,
confined to the port of Toulan, fent M. de Court to take
the command of their fhips, with orders to put to fea at all
events, and fupport the Spaniards to the utmoft of his
power, in cafe they fhould be attacked. The force of the
united fquadrons confifted of twenty-eight fail of the Jine,
and fix frigates. That under Mr. Mathews was, indced,
fomewhat fuperior in point of numbers, but had the dif-
advantage of having feveral of its {hips in a very indiffes
rent flate of ¢ ui[ﬁmcm, both with refpe@ to men and the
condition of the thips themfelves, which had been a lon
time from England; while on the other hand, the Frenc
and Spaniards were juft come out of port, and in as good
a ftate for fervice as any fleet belonging to them that
aver went to fea. M. de Court arrived at Toulon in the
month of January; and having hoilted his flag on board
the Terrible, of feventy-four guns, allumed the command
of the whole fleet. Admiral Mathews, about the fame
time returpned from Turin, whither he had gone
to concert the meafures nccelfary to be purfued in
carrying on the war. Having received information that
the combined fleet was actually preparing to put to fea,
he ftationed a fufficient pumber of cruilers to look out,
and give him the earliclt intelligence of the enemy’s mo-
tions: On the 8th of February*, O. 8. he learucd from
fome of his fhips which rejoined him, that the combined
fleets would put to fea on the following day : he accord-
ingly, with all the a!acri:ir becoming a man of high :E;
ﬂgit, made every poflible difpofition to receive or pu

1em.

The memorable aétion which enfued, and which formg
{o prominent an event in the naval hittory of Britain, be-
came long the fubjeét of political difcuffion and party
difpute ; and it is difficult, even-at this remote period, to
cd!fe& the true caufe of the miftarriage, from thole various

* On 18th the a;_;poinmem of admiral Matthews, 1o be rears
admiral of Great Briwin was declared in theeGazette, as was at the famg
time his premotion to be admiral of the white,

Rj3 accounts
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accourits and opinions which men of ;!il:mntffanﬁmem'a
have; from time to time, publifhed as fo many candid ftate-
ments*. The number of fhips in each line was exaétly

equal;

* We cannot, perhaps, do better than give the reader the (eparate
acconnts of this aftion, publithed by the courts of England and France.
We fhall add a few remarks on thele, a mode of treating this event
which may probably be thau?u more (atisfallory, than it would be
to give a laboured detail of it from ourfelves, which might be
by fome lels auientic. 2

_# Whirtchall, March o1, 1743-4. Late laft night a courier ar-
rived here with an account from admiral Matthews (dated the agth
of February, O. S. in Mahon hatbour) of what palled in the engage-
mcat near Toulon, between his majefly’s fquadron umder his com-
mand, and the combined fleets of France and Spain, together with his
proceedings fublequent thereto, which is in fubftance as foliows:

% That the Somerfet, Dragon, and Warwick joined the admiral
the 3d inflant : on the 8th he received advice that three exprefles
came to ‘Foulon the day before, ia a very {hore diftance of time, one
after the other: he was Lilkewife informed, that the conjunét
fleer would put to lea the next mornicg. Between three and four
that afternoon, captain Marfh, of the Winchellea, one of the fhips
appointed 10 watch the conjuntt fleet’s motions, made the fignzl for
fome of the faid ficet being under (il ; vpon which he made the ﬁ;unl
for unmooring, and putting the fhips in a condition for aftion, which
was done with the vtmolt alacrity and expedition. In lels Than
balf an hour they conld fee feveral of them from their thips; the
fignal wgs wade by captain Marfk, before it was dark, for fecing nine-
teen fail; and about two in the morning he fent the admiral word,
that they had anchored again under Cape Sepet. As foon asit was
day they faw thole that came out the night before under fail, and in a
very little time the rell coming out, thewr number in all being thirty-
four, The admiral then pot under fail, the wind blowing very
weilerly, exﬁr&iug they would have come down to him ; but he foon
found they had no fuch intention, at leafl for that-day, for they kepy
plying to windward, though there was all the appearance of dirty
weather, and fome of the weathermoll fhips were, at night, hull-to.
He therefore flood to and fre in the bay till night, and then an-
chored, having left eruizers out to watch their motions ; during which
the Warwick touched the gronnd, but by flarting thirty tons of water,
was got off about nine thar night, without any other daml}l'c.

“ That by break of day the next morning, ovr people lecing from
the mafk bead feeen fail (the refl beiny hid by the ifland of Parque.
Tole) the admirval immediately got under weigh, baving but line wind,
and that at north, and made all the fail he could w ger o them, they
flanding at the fame time towards the Englifh fleet with a light brecae
wellerly.  After an hour or two's calm, thepe fprung up a (mall
breeze callerly, by which means they neared each other; at the
fape time the Boyne and Chscheller sppeared in fight from under

Levant
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equal ; although the French, in their account of the

ter, wifh 1o imprefs an idea of their haviog been mani-

feftly inferior; but My, Matkews lad a relerye pfﬁ iﬁl
pe

Levant ifland, and the caflerly wind prevailing, they, and a tender
with provifions from Mahon, ?(’mu joined the lﬁ.min , baving had thie
good fortune to fall in with the land to the ealtward, wirthout which
they mall have fallen into the enemy's hands, The enemy brov
toma line of batdle, but for'want of wind, and having a very ugly fea,
it was night hefore the admiral could get near them, baving had the
fignal vut all dayfor the line of battle, which was ke pt out for fome time
after ic was night. At dulk be brought to, withitta litle'more tlim
three guns {Lot of them, 3nd ordered the Effex to liea mileto leeward
of him, and the Winchelfea a good mufket's-fhot to leeward of the
Ellex, 10 warch their motions, and make the proper fignals, aswellas to
fland after them in cale they fhould make fail; that they were (0 near
he eould count the enemy's fhips after the moon was down, ‘but
could not at the fame time Pcc vice-admiral Leflock and his-fquadron,
he having brought to fo far to windward, that, when it was dawning,
*and the admiral bad made (il and the fignal for the line of &
a-breaft, the vice-admiral was full five miles a.flern of him. The
enemy lfo made fail, and went with their wopluils, and fometimes fet
their forefails. .

** That about cleven the Royal Qak, and wwo tenders with provi-
fions from Mahon, joined the flect, having luckily fallen inio the
caflward., - .

* That rear-admiral Rowley led the van, but conld never come
near the French fquadron, as M. de Court would fomerimes lie 1o as if
.hca?‘;ﬁﬁmd ﬂiying for them ; but when the Englifh drew near him he
made {ail again, til at 1all he hod left moll of the Spanifh fhips a good
way a-flern of him. The admirel was then fully convinced he vever
would come to a general engagement, but judged his defign was, by
his way of afling, 1o draw him down rhe ireights. About halfau liour
afier eleven, the admiral made the fignal for engaging, and foon after
bare down wpon the Spanifh adminﬁ, ordering the Marlborough 1o
do the lime. =~ The alion began about ene: the Norfolk Din
Alvarez (the Spanifh admiral’s fecond) who foon bore away, and
never (bortened fail whilll they could fee her ; the rell of the admiral’s
divilion u-head engaged thofe of the enemy a-head ; the Marlborough,
driving a little too near theadmiral, obligéd him ro 11 hisdails; to pre-
vent lier coming on board him; that duriog the litcle tme Mri Mat-
thews was engaged, the ¢nemy tly difabled his wialle and rigging, and
baving but litle wind and an ugly fwell, the mizen rop-fail beirg handed
to prevent the mafls and rigging tumbling about their ears, hi the
crew from workiog the fhip, though they reeved new braces three leveral
times, fo that be could not give the Masibotn' the afliflanee cape. Corn-

all wanted, whole béhavionr is mensionedby Mr. Marthews to merit
:ii imaginable praife, and whole unformanate fate he grgulz laments,
“Lhe encmy were extremely well ferved with gunuers, the French
Ri ' training
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fhips of 6fty guns, which were not put into the line, and .
might have fupplicd the place of fuch as were difabled
during the aétion. No perfon can doubt, but that,

owing

training up a great number of them, and having exercifed them
at«a mark for upwards of three months before the engagement,
Marlborough's main-maft was brought by the board as if it had
been but a twig; and the admisal's main-mafl and his bow-fprit were
dhot through and through, the former had only two fhrouds to
dupport.it, and all his_iop-mafls were wounded. - The enemy fired
chicfly at the malls and rigging, for though the admiral engaged within
iliol fhor he had® but nine men killed outright, and forty wounded.
is coprain’s arm was {hiot off the firll broadfide, and the Spamith
admiral’s fhip, the Real, was totally difabled.  When Mr. Matthews
attacked her [econd, fhe foon bore away and made all the {ail (he had it
inher power 1o fet; he then made the fignal for the Ann galley
Brelhip to burn the Real, but her commander was fo tedious in
priming her, and in comiug down, that the four fhips a-fern got fo
near her as to prevent her fuccels, and by fome of their fhot, or
fome other unlucky accident,- fhc blew up (bcinﬁ_ then within piftol,
fhat, or lefs, of the Real) with ber captain and feveral of her men,
and allo the Spanilh admiral’s great launch full of men, which had
been fent to prevent the firefhip from boarding him. The admiral
was himf{elf at the fame time within mufket-fhiotof the Real, and was
afterwards engaged, within lefs than mufket-fhor, by the fame four
fhips, which bad paffed by Mr. Leltock, which fhips the rear of the
admiral’s divifion engaged, but at oo great a diftance.

“ That the Somerler, Princella, Dragon, Bedford, Kingfion, apd
Berwick engaged the refl of the Spaniards a-head; one -fhip, of
fixty gyns, of the enemy’s, fell intv our hands; and, during this
time, M. de Court let rear-admiral Rowley come along: fide of him,
when they had warm work for near thiee glailes, as had the Princele
Caroline ; that after that time M. de Conrt {et his forefail, and lefe
Mr. Rowley, who was then engaged by the French admiral’s two fe-
conds, but not for above twenty minntes before they went off.
There were but three of the French {hips engaged, the reft kept their
wind in order to tack and weather us; but our van keeping the
wind of them, prevented their defigns taking place.  The night
coming on, with little wind and a very great {well, hindered our 1m-
proving the advantage we had go:, The Barfleur had cighteen
men killed and thirty wounded.

* That, notwithftanding the French tacked upon reac-admiral
Rowley, they did not think proper to engage him ; they, bowever,
retook the Spanifh fhip, it being impollible to do any thing with her,
as fhe had not 2 maft Nanding, and as it was near dark snd the whole
French [quadron bad tacked upon them. Thereupon captain Hawke,
of the Berwick, left her, but could not get his lieutenant and twenty-
three men out of her, his dirft licutenant haying done all he could to
perluade the men to quit hery but in vaia, : Y
e o at
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owing to fome cavfe or other, an opportunity was
lott of giving the navy of France and Sp:inz ver
fignal and decifive blow. What that caule was, will,

perhaps, .

« Thatabout cight at night the admiral fhified his {hip and hoifled
his flag on board the Ruflel, captain Long, vot caring (fhould there
be an =ngegement the next morning) to rifk the falling of all his mafts.
At break of day they faw the enemy’s fleet agan to leeward of
them, and found they had rowed the crippled fhips hefore the
wind all night. The admiral chaced them again, the French lying in.
a line of battle to windward of the Spaniards, moll of them huall-to;
but as he drew near them they made [ail, andeleft the difabled
fixty gun (hip. The admiral then fent the Effcx a-head, and ordered
captam Norris to burn the faid Spanifb fhip (not being able to fpare
any of his [quadron to carry her to Minorea) which eaptain Norris did,
She blew up about half ao bour after nine at night, and there was
great reafon to believe, if there had been any wind the French
would have lefi the Spanith crippled [Lips, as molt of thim had fulfered

reatly.

s 'lthn in the afternoon captain Watkins, of the Burford, joined
the fleet; he had been in Hieres Bay the day before, where heating the
reports of guns, and feeing the fmoak, he made directly Tor it

* That at niﬁ]:“ the admiral brought-to that the {lernmoflt fhips
might get up with him: he faw the coemy again the neat mowing,
but at a great difiance.

¢ That after the admiral had loft fight of the enemy's fleet, and
found all bis endeavours to rejoin them, or to procure intelligence of
them, incleftual, (they being gone, as he (uppoled, down the Streights)
he laboured for feveral days, againfl contrary winds and florms, 1o
back 1o the bay of Hicres, This however he found imppatiicab
and was obliged to put mto Post Mahon, where he was at ao anchoe
on the ggth pafl, and propoled 1o get again out 1 fea the ficfk mo-

t that 1 nc.ccﬂ'ar{“u arations could be made of the da

i feveral of his fhips, as well in the engagement with the
French and Spanifh fleets, as in the conllant florms and foul weather
be had fince met with. g -

“ As tllhcoldlaiul hdgd,n:tfmﬂl ll[:di:is retorns from the few
captains wha were engag ofs they might [uflain in the aflion,
he was not able to [end the particulars there this courier.

*4 All that he mentions upon that head, hefides what is above, is,
that the Marlborough lofl in the alion forty-three men, her capmin
ol o AR et Hphly wouriade o nAS

ital 10 Munarca ; an I y w who remained on
bnar'dandmldfmbclhl:‘:udolhirduq.“_ R

The Erench on their ilhed the followi atatich
e s v e kel by il
u y cxhibit cn Qns. ex - in Italics
defrve o' ey aoced, % r v 1
. “ The




266 " LIVES AND CHARACTERS OF
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rioufly and impartially confidering the characters, and
¢

to.;!"efriug' to the condud, both of Mr. Mathews and Mr.
) ! Lcﬁockl,

¥ The combined fquadron of France and Spain weut out of the
road of Toulon the 1gth of February ; thev were compoled, viz that
af Francc of fificen thips of the line, four frig:tes, andithree firethips;
that of Spain of twelve fhips; four athers having remained in the port
of Toulon for want of failors. The wind was very favourable on the
eoth for going up to the Englifh, whole fquadron confifted of 45 flips,
thirty whereol whre of the line; and eleven of thiee decks., e
made ufe of the wind, but could not come up with them before night.
They put out to lea, and the wind fell. The calm continued during
the whole day of the 2 1fl, which we pafied, lying by in fight of one an-
other.  On the 2ad the wind came favourable for. the Lnghth, who

ranged themlelves in order of bartde, to attack the two [
drons: they had the largell fhips in the center and front.  The g::-
nifh fquadron, which flionld have formed the avaut goard, by the
wind changing became the rear goard. Tihe Englifi did aot cove np
wvith all o#r line, or, to [peak more properly, did not begin to attack il
belween twelve and one 0'clock the Spamfi f, on and the center of the
French, leaving the rear guard free. Matthews, with five of bis largeft
Jhips of three decks, autacked the Real, and Rowley the Terrible,
with three three- decked Thips of his divilion, but the fire of the Freach
obliged him to retire.  During the fight, which continued ugar three
hoars, M, de Coure made a fignal for his avant guard 1o tack abour
and fuceour the Spaniards; but as it was at lome diflavce, and rthe
fmoak might not permit the ﬁ?{r..:i to be feen, the Terrible, with Lis
divifiongcame to fuccour the Real.  This motion cavfed the Lip
flacken, and compelled the Englifh to abandon the Spanifh fhip Pader,
which had becn obliged to furrender, being entisely difinafled.  The
Enplifh kept off as far as they could, withput daring 1o follow the
Real and the other Spanifh [hips, ' although many of them had been
damaged in their mafis, and efpecially-the Real, the gencral commander
of which had receved two llight wounds, and the capiain being mortally
wounded. The fight continued till half an hour after five, and ike
reit of the day, as well as during the following night the fquadron of
France covered that-of Spain, and fent carpenters and caulkers 1o the
Real to repair her.  On the 23d, atday break, M..de Court, upon the
noile of cannon, which he heard, wentand delivered the Spanifh fhip,
ahe Hercuoles, from three Englifh (hips, among(t which dhe had fallen
in'the night, believing them 1o have been of her own [quadron,  The
French employed the reft of the morning in taking between three and
four hundred Spaniards out of the Poder ; there were allo ten or twelve
Englifb who had gor into her to work her.  They fet fire to her, and
towards night fhe blew up in the 2ir and funk. About noen the
Englith appearcd in order of bautle, but very far off. - We waited for
them, and it was a1l we could do, becaule they were 10 windward.
The Spanifh officers will give a more circumflantisl account d{'i the
. b 24
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Leftock, as well during the former part of their Em.g
their reciprocal behaviour to each ot.E:r, while they were
thus, unfortunately for the nation, connefted in com-
mand. _ :

To return, hewever, for the prefent to fimple nar-

rative, the admiral, when all hopes of bringing the enemy
again to aflion was at an end, put into Mahon, where
he refitted his fhips; and having propoled fome queries
to vice-admiral Leftock, relative to his conduct in the late
action, which that gentleman did not anfwer to his
fatisfaction, he thought proper to fufpend him from his
command,and fend hiwn to England, on board the Salifbury,
preferring at the fame time a fpecific charge of mifcon-
dud on the foregoing occafion. The necellary repairs
of his thips being completed, Mr. Mathews put to fea,
in the hope of meeting the enemy once more, and obtain-
Jng fome advantage lcfs cq‘:.uivocj than his laft. In this
wifh he was unhappily difappointed; but he neyerthelefs
continued to exert himfelf to the utmoft while he rerained
his command, and to do every thing that could be expected

{hips of their fquadron, which were engaged. M. de Court conflantly
covered the Spanilh fquadron, not only.in the night between the agd
and 24th, but likewile all the day, during which a very cold N. E,
wind arofe, and obliged the combined fquadrans to retire towards the
coafls of Catalonia. Theykept togetherand in readinefs till night ; when
the general lay-to, and made hignals by firing of cannon, fbewing
Tights, for the others to do the fame.  The French [hips peiceived i,
but the Spaniards followed their courle, the St. Elizabeth towing rthe
Real. ¢ faw them the day following before Barcclona, and have
not fince had any farther account of them, though feveral frigates were
fent to fee after them. We are however fully pecluaded that the
Englifh did not chafe them, and that they have not taken any fhip of
theirs except the Poder, which they abandoned. M. de Cour adds
fame particulars in praife of ¢he Spaniards;and finilhes by seferring
to the relation, which will be fent by their admiral, D. Jean Jalt
Navarro, whafe valour and courage be praifcs extremely, a5 well as
that of all the caprains of his fi A "

@ We bave hud advice that the Neptune was arrived at Barcelona ;
the Conflant, the Hercules, and the Orient at Carthagens; and we
expeél every moment to hear of the ardival of the Real, of the St
Ehzabeth, and of the owber fhips, wih the selanion of all that pafled
in the engagement, in which, az M. de Court fays, D. Navario,
and all the commanders of the king of, Spain’s flips, fhewed great
marks of their valour, eschof them having been attacked by iwo,
three, four, and five Englifh fhips at once.”

frona
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from an a&ive and enterprizing officer, to diftrefsthe ene-
mies of his country. He was very fuccefsful in one or
two {mall expeditions which he projefied and caufed to
be carried into exccution, by detachments from his fleet,
but thefe will be hereafter with more propriety enlarged
upon, in our account of the feveral officers who com-
manded them. : :
Mr. Leftock, on hisarrival in England, thought proper,
in excule for his own conduét to recriminate, and prefer, on
his part, a charge againft his commander-in-chief; to the
following effect: ¢¢ that the night before the engagement, lie
brought to, in &bedience to the admiral’s night fignal; but
at break of day, by reafon of the wind’s {hfting, and the
indraught of the tides, he found himfelf at a greater dif-
tance %rom the main body than he expeéted; that about
eight he had an account from the admiral, by Mr. Jafper,
his firft lieutenant, that he would lay by till he could join
him with his divifion, in place whereof the admiral made
more {ail, and {ent lieutenant Knowles to order him to
do the fame, though he had then crowded all he conld
carry ; that he did all he poffibly could to get up with the
fternmoft of the Spanifh fquadron, and even fired 2 broad-
fide at the Ifabella, being the hindmoft, but could not pre-
vent her going a-head of him; that he did all that Jay in
his power to affift the admiral, whofe rafbnefs and preeips-
tation in engaging the enemy before the line of battle was
Jormed,*contrary to the rules of war, and the pralice of
our beft admirals, rendered his attempts to fuccour and
fupport him fruitlefs; that this conduét in Mr. Mathews
was the more inexcufable, as be was under no neceffity of
hurrying on the aftion, fince, by the difpofition. of the
French and Spanifh admirals, it plaiuly appeared. they were
refelved to fight. That it was unaccountable the admiral
thould take fuch precautions not to let the enemy efcape
us, when our fleet was not formed in order of battle, and
they lay prepared for us before the engagement; and
though we had the advantage of difabling fome of their
fhips, and burning another, became of a fudden more
cautious, by bringing to in order of battle at a much
eater diftance, without fending out any cruifers to ob-
erve their motions; therefore g’l@ fole mifcarriage was
chargeable on the admiral, who, by his* improdence in
fighting at firft at fuch a difadvantage, had endangered
' the
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the whole fleet entruf m&hd f!:f h;;%ommm and ; and :\gcr, bya

_itecomr?c"" co y the enemy to efcape out
?)}lhis hands. . 2 P? !

Thissmifearriage, which'men of all parties felt, foon
excited a national clamour, not to be appeafed but by
fome facrifice ; as a preliminary flep to it, in confequence
of Mr. Leltock’s recrimination Mr. Mathews was re-
called, and travelling through Germany and Helland, ar-
rived in England about the end of September. On' the
mecting of parliament an enquiry was inltituted, and the
houfe of commons unanimoufly came to the following
refolution, the truth and propricty of which, conﬁdﬂﬂes
generally, no man in the world can deny. ¢ That asit
cvidently appeared to them, that the combined fquadrons
were inferior to his majelty’s fleet at the time of the en-
gagement, the mifcarriage of that a&ion treated a gene-
ral refle@ion on the honour of his majefly’s arms, and
,was equally detrimental to the national intereft, which
muft be owing to the mifconduét and behaviour of fome of
the commanders and officers of the feet.”

Tliis refolve being paflfed, they immediately addréffed
dis majefty, praying ¢ that he would be pleafed to appoint
.lmmdliat'cly, courts martial, to enquire into the conduét
‘of admiral Mathews, vice-admiral Leftock, the captains
Burrifh, Norris, Wiiliams, Ambrofe, Dilkes, and E'mg-
more, with the four licutenants of the Dorfetthire, in or-
der to bring a condign punifhment on thofe witble mif-
conduét had brought this diferedit on liis arms, facrificed
“the hononr of the nation, and trified away an opportunity
of importantly ferving the common caufe.” Rfl Ma-
thews and Mr. Leftock, being beth mentbers of the houfe
of cominons, were firft hesrf in their places, as is culto-
mary ; but although feveral witnefles were examined, it
was aiot thovght the truth could be (o well inveltigated by
any other means as by a conrt-martial, to which decifion
the matter was finally referred,

Owing to the time it required to colle@ the multitude
of witnefles neceflary to the inveftigation of fo intricate
an affair, and the greater part of thefe being, at the time
their teftimony was wanted, employed on fervice in a dif-
gantexan of the world; the natign alfo being deeply en-
‘gaged in 1m.t_rhich'undmd' it extremely di culm.

S o
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* call them home, as well as to colle a fufficient number
mﬁr

* of members nconnedled with the partics and the
alian alluded: 1o, the tridls dié por gﬁfﬁ; till ﬁ

month of O&ober 1745. Sir Chaloner (ﬁl ing nomi-
nated the prefident, this enquiry was at 4ft entered into,
and after a long as well as tedious iunﬂ"lﬁ:io:: * Mr.,
Leitock was hemourably acquitted, and Mr. Mathews de-
‘clared incapable of holding any farther employment in
his majefty’s fervice! :
This fentence, however it might calm the f@_’_ctn fevere
countenance of unrelenting jultice, was by no. means
equally fortunate in appeafing the tumult of populas
pinion.  The people, elpecially that part unacquainted
3!]1 the rules and laws of the fervice, inquired for the
serfon who had acquitted himfelf beft in_ the fplendd,
iant, and ever ?avourite chara&er of a gallant man.
Vhen they found their commander-in-chicf a&ively and
moft Ipiritedly engaged in the center of their foes, and
when they fearched in vain to dilcover the admiral of a fqua- ¢
dron, under that commander, in the fame fituation, wqh'cn
thet;n were told that, while the firlt was bravely cmplotﬁd
in the manner juft mentioned, the latter was not even within
gun-fhot, when they heard Mr. Mathews himfelf com-
plain of being unfupported, of being left a facrifice to the
private refentment oF an individual, and above all, of being
deprived, by that condu&, of bringing into a Britith port
the Spapilh admiral Navarro in a fhip mounting one
hundred and ten guns, they felt the immediate impulfe of
a generous indignation ; and thofe who were not fevere
and violent enough to condemn the juftice of the court,.
were obliged to'he content with confefling, that the code
of naval difcipline was what they did not underftand t.

* Which continued, by adjournment, for a confiderable time ; Mr.
Leflock’s trial not commencing till the month of January 1746, add
not being concluded till the 35 of June following ; and :Ll of admi-
ral Mathews not before the month of June'1747.

+ Itis afferted by fome, but with what truth we know not, that the
kiog himfclf was much diffatisficd at this decifion, and with all that
open and generous love for gallantry which formed o flrong a feamre
in his charaficr, for fome time attually refuled (o fignify his mrdu- h
tion of & decifion pafing fo fevere a fentence on 8 man who had afted
with fo much xhowﬁpi

. .
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On w mgronnd the members who formed wﬁ
court their decifion, it certainly was not upon any
part of the charge exhibited by Mr. Leftock ; that gentle-
man thoughit proper to make rathnels and precipitasion
the firft articles of it, and in proof of them he urged, 1
Mr. Mathews engaged before his line was properly
formed : to this we anfwer, firit, that if the commander-
in-chief had waited till that had been effeéted, no action
whatever would have taken place, and the terms, want of
fpirit and cowardice might, with the greate(t jultice, have
fupplied the place of the lefs ignoble charge his antagonift
had the hardinefs to make, Mr. Leftock 4n his charge
takes occafion to abferve, that Mr. Mathews was under np
neceffity of hurrying on the action, as it plainly appeared
+ by the enemy’s Jifpoﬁlion that they were refolved to fight.
. The account given by Mr. Mathews, the truth of which
has never been difputed b'y any perfon, Mr. Leftock ex-
cepted, contradills this obfervation in dire@ and pofitive
tékms. ¢ Rear-admiral Rowley (fays he) led the wan but
<ould wever come near the Frencl) [qladron, as M. De Court
woudd fometimes lay-to as ;f be defipned flaying for them but .
when they drew wear him he made fail again, till at lafl be had
left moft of the Spanifb fhips a good way a-flern, fo that THE
ADMIRAL WAS FULLY CONVINCED HE WOULD NEVER
COME TO A GENERAL ENGAGEMENT, but judged his de-
jﬁu was fo draso bim dewn the flreights ;" if, therefore,

r. Mathews isto be credited, he had no probable chance
of bringing them fairly to aétion but by bhearing down and
engaging the encmy with fuch fhips as were near him, in
the hope of ftopping them till the reft of the flect, particu~
12% Mr. Leftock's divifion, cameup.  The propriety of
this mealure has been repeatedly Juiﬂ fied by the former as
well as the fubfequent condué of fome of the ableft and
braveft naval commanders Britain ever knew *,and lheﬁt;é&

w1 - » brilliant

¥ In particular of admiral fir George Byng in his engagement with
the §; Elh fleet n#Mnﬂiq’a ; of admiral )"{u on when, lf:‘z’emktd the =
French fquadyon under Jonquiere; and, laflly, of the late lord Hawke
‘when he captured the grearer part of Lentendeur’s fleec and defeated
m o !ﬁxbr:mz ofthgeﬁrﬂonﬁh& wm
ng Te nllguﬁl'-lq  the liney at cleven.
l-ﬁ Surdiewhje fquadron (8 chaee,” =~
SR AL | Lond. Gaz, Extra. O 27, 1747.
" \.- :l’ A R o W1



272 LIVES AND CHARACTERS OF
AR L R L iR

~ brilliant viftories and fucceffes have crowned their intre-
- pidity. We fhall defer g‘!vingu'sgagym thcésmgge
'Wﬂredby Mr. Mathews againft the vice iral, ull

. we ¢ame to give an account of that gentleman.

«+ Much ftrefs has been laid by the ch@mi‘cs&\{r. Ma-
 thews on his former conduét and private behaviour to
~ M. Lefiock, as if, even admitting for a moment that to
~ have been improper, it could in the fmalleft degree have
: .'R.:{kiﬁed any breach of public condu in 1hdlatter. M.
athews is faid to have been auftere, haughty and impe-
riogs, when in faét he was nothing worfe than a friét
difciplinariaft, a rigid obferver of forms, and a man who,
“when in a fubordinate ftation, as he hzd always paid
* the utmoft obedience to command, fo he now jultly
thought he had everyreafon to expeét and infift on a fimilar -
condut in thofe who afted in a {ubordinate ftation under
him. His pride was not that of a vain upftart, ridicoloufly
puffed up by an unexpe&ed exaltationto an high national
truft, but of a man who entertained 2 proper fenfe of his
own dignity and command ; moft feelingly alive to every
flight and infult which he did not confider as merely per-
- fonal to him, for that, perhaps, he might have forgiven,
_ but as indiguity offered to his ftation and an injury to the

- fervice of his country.
- His gallantry has never been qucftioned, even by his
bitt enemies: and the heavieft charge they were ever
able €0 adduce againfl him was, that he vnderftood the
pratical part of his duty better than the theory of it; or,
- an plaimer Englifh, that he himfelf knew better how to
fight than to command othersto do the fame. Moft hif-
 torians, in their obfervationson the foregoing tranfa&ion,
© xemark, that however Mr. Mathews might on fome ac-
counts merit cenfure, the conduét of Mr. Leftock certainly
. demanded an heavier punifhment. Each perfon may
- aflume to himfelf a privilege, which affi 18 undeni-
able, of judging for ll:irn in all controverfies of this nature
that depend in the fmalleft degree on opinion; but ger-

=

o ——

© And, again, ¢ Oblerving on my tﬁfmw:ring then tiat they made
__off, 1 threw out the ﬁ%nal for the feven fhips nearell them 1o chace
 and draw into a line of battle a-head of me, and endeavour to flop
W il the reft of the dquadron fhould come up.* N
Vi Gazette Exue. Nov. 30, 1759.
b ‘ o i
- tainly
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