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in jultice to that gentleman, help cenfuring, in the firong-
:-.?ljmanm. the gndu& of captain Erfkine : he certainl
a

ol

by firing gans and fhewing falle fires dircéted us how to purfue, Next
morning we got fight again of the enemy : fhe appeared a very large (hip
at four or five miles diflance, and all things were prepared to ::Fe
accordingly. Mean time captain Conolly gave us no tmall diverfion,
though he durft not venture very near her, for two or three of ber
guns would have torn him all o riecu: but he kept 10 windward,
and every now and then popped his four pounders at her, under
Eoglifh colours, hopiog to make ber (hew hers, cut fome of her
rigging, or provoke her to bear towards him, and fo retard her
courle. The enemy neverthelels (for then we were (ure fhe wasone)
would oot hoift u colour, but now and then returned the fire
and flood on. About eleven at ui?h:. being nearly abreaft ul'ﬁle
enemy ta leeward, and the Lark a little way ahead of us, at abour half
a mile dillance, we gave the enemy a broadfide, which fhe brifkly re-
turned under Spanilh colours: the Lark then floed on and we
loft fight of her. In ten minutes captain Erfkine, being nearer, gave
her his ftarboard broadfide, raked her fore and afi, and clappiog
about agam flood within pifiol.fhot, when he difcharged his itar-
board bioadfide 110 her, with a volley of fmall arms, as we paffed;
all which 1lie enemy marly returned and flood on. During the whole
aflions he feemed to be upon the defenlive, and to want rather to
et away than fight. As foon ax poffible the Warwick racked after
ger, ran ulnn‘ﬁlde of her within piftol-fhot and began 1o engage
!ar'x, fometimes before the wind, and all the time after that
within piflol-fhot, fo that the wadding of the enemy’s guns fell thick
upon our decks, and threatened to fet fre 1o our fuils afd rigging.

“ Quar people fecing the encmy a much larger fhip than the
Warwick, with a great number of guns, which {he plyed well,
the Lark, keeping at a great diflance, and giving them oo manoer of
afliftance, were lomewhat difcouraged ; but then again reflefling thar,
if they could make the encmy finke without the affiftance of the
Lark the greater would be their glory, they u’pttlfea the higheft re-
folution and bravery, continuing a dreadful five till three in rhe
mom'ni,'ﬁring n whole between swenty-five and. thirty broad-
fides z the Warwick at that time torn and fhattered to picces in her
malls, yards, fails and rigging, and the fhip lying like & wreck, notin a
condition 10 make a farther attack, nor to retrear, fell off w the
fouthward ; which the enemy no fooner obferved than he hawled to
the northward. The number ofunrll;m E:Ied and wounded was
not very great, which i.i:de to the encmy’s Gring chiefly
at m?{mnﬂ fails, purtl’.: their overfhorung rhetr guns,
for we found a valt many of their fhot ficking in tkﬁdnlim
flip, few come through. We winted beiween and

fty men o wmum:z:mmmi ced, and

ten of them were boys. When went was over we found

i ow fhip the coemy’s fhot, double-headed fifty-cight mm
r
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a@ed in a manner tending to defeat the plan of his
commanding officer, the propriety or probable effeé of
which he had ne right to queftion. Had captain Crook-
Jhanks been pmpcr%y fupported and the attempt failed, the
blame would then have very properly refted folely on hime
felf : but inflead of that captain Erfkine affumed to him-
felf an extravagant and unjuftifiable right of cenfuring
the manceuvres of his fenior officer, and afling in a iman-
ner that would have totally deranged the belt digeited
fyftem of autack.

His immediately fubfequent condu& appears fill lefs
defenfible.  He in a very underhand manner took an

rtunity of preferring his charge, and was certainl

?‘Eﬁ?y of); po];hiw: breach of o§dcrs; which bn::nch:l:
though of no material confequence to the ferviee, is,
neverthelefs, lighly to be reprehended, as eftablifhing a

recedent of the moft dangerous kind. Commodore
Enuw]es, however, who was at that time commander-
in-chief at Louifburg, whither the Lark and Warwick
were bound, thought differemly of caprain Erfkine's con-
duét, for about the middle of September, having hoilted
his broad pendant on board the Canterbury, he appointed
that gcmlcman her commander as fucceffor to captain
JHoare, who had obfained leave to return to England. He
did not, however, long remain in the Canterbury, Mr.
Knowles haVing, immediately on his arrival at Jamaica,

round twenty-five, twenty and [ixteen : whereas the Warwick's guns
are only twenty-four pounders oo the lowe: deck, nine pounders on
the main-deck, and fix on the quarter, i
# The Lark jéined us about Gx in the momning, but did not think
it 1o purfue the enemy, who was {iill in fight, as we were incapable
of going along with bim. About noon we were informed by onc of
the convuy, who had run clofe 1o the enemy after the eogagement,
that fhe was likewife in a dcry fhauered condition, with her fore.
mall rnnnd her {ails and rigging cut to pieces, This fecmed to
ive the eaptain of the Lark fome courage, and he propofed 10 captain
grﬂd.n: to go afier ber again, which that brave and prudent com.
mander did as loon as he could clear fhipand put her inta fome. forrof
order; but the favourable opportunity was loft, and we could not
ho B Somptn e W i e e e
Wa ve 2
fus“ ﬂn:t the l..uh:l t the Wnticﬁl the beginni dlﬁlﬁ
or joined her any time when fhe was engaged, the encmy
cestainly have fallen into our hands.”
an

2

- -4
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on the 28th of January, 1748, found his commiffion:
advancing him to be rcar-admiral of the white.
hoifted his flag on board the Cornwall, and Mr. Erfkine
was; about the month of May, removed into the Milford
frigate, in which thip he returned to Europe in the cousfe
of the fummer®. _

Refle@ion, and a reconfideration of his cafe, probably
induced the admiralty board to confider this ﬁmt eman in
fome degrec more culpable than he was at firlt thought to
be. V\Fc are led to this belief by not finding any mention
made of his having been appointed to any command after
hiswreturn to England.  He was for fome years the fenior
captain on thelitt of thole capable of ferving; the promoe
tion of admirals in 1759, having ftopped with ecaptain
Rodney who took rank immediately before him. In
1762 he was put, at a promotion which then took place,
on the lift of fuperannuated rear-admirals, in confequence
of which he became entitled to an encreafe of half-pay
during life. This he did not however long enjoy, dying
on the 7th of November, 1766.

FOWKE, Thorpe.—This gentleman had ferved with
much reputation a confiderable number of years, in the
ftation of lieutenant, before he was advanced to the rank
of captain, he having been on buard the Terrible
floop, in that capacity, in the month of Augult 1732.
We have no [ublequent account of him till  his
promotion, on the 24th of May 1742, to be captain of
the Gibraltar frigate.  He was ordered, quickly after his
appointment, to Jamaica, with inftrutions to vice-admiral

ernon and general Wentworth to return to England.
No mention 15 made of him while employed on that
{fation, nor fubfequent to his return tillpthe month of
November 1744 t, when he was appointed captain of the
Torrington, a fifth rate of forty-foyr guns. He remained
but a very fhort time in that fhip, having, in the month

* Mr. Knowles, though repeatedly applied to by captain
[banks, refoled go order a court-martial :f. Mr. Er&?ze. m
ing Mr. Cr nks (ays, io his own account of bis condufl, that the
ral had, as it was publickly known, the moft and jult reafons
to be angry with Erfkine, for his wnfaithful and -|ltkc behavi-
our oa a certa occalion.
mxnepuhuhuﬁd 10 have commanded, for » fhort time, the

of
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of January 1745, commanded the Dreadnought, of fixty
guns. is vellel was one of the fhips under the orders
of commodore Griffin® ; but the want of fuccefs appears
to have been by no means owing to any mifcondugi':n
captain Fowke, as is evident from the following extrad
g;: letter written by an officer belonging to the Hampton
. :
“ At dufk the Dreadnought was about feven miles
altern of the Sunderland, almoft out of fight, we were then
abreaft of our chace, which we found to be two French
fhips of war. We made falle fires for the Dreadnouﬂ:t.
the :mly fhip that could come to our affiltance ; neither
could fhe, except the French fhortened fail, which they
did (bon after; aud the Preadnought, by a great preflure
of fail came u‘p with us about nine at night. Captain
Moftyn hailed the Dreadnought, and told captain Fowkes
he fuppofed the chace to be two French men of war, the one
of feventy-four and the other fixty-four guns; and that he
wauld go along-fide of the larger fhip at daylight. Cap-
tain Fowkes told him he would be along-fide of the ather.
‘The Dreadnought kept pretty clofe aftern of us all uight.
At break of day we found the French had made fail, and
were then nearly two miles ahead. 'We then crowded, and
by half paft nine gat abreait of them, and within mufket-
ﬂgut 'f‘hc Dreadnought had now fallen afltern, about &
league. The French fhips opened their lower tier,
hoifled their colours, and hawled up their main-fails, We
inftanty did the fame, except opening our lower ticr, which
was not poffible, our fhip lying along {o much that our
ports were under water, even the aftermoft, which was the
only one we could (hew ; we fhipped prodigious large and
freqntm. feas, their fhips at the [ame time being almoft
upright, The French lceing we waited for the Dread-
nought, in a few minutgs ftruck their colours, and let fall
their main-fails. Captain Molftyn then held a confulra-
tion with his officers, who all gave it as their opinion that
we ?ﬂ not to cngage before the Dreadnought came
up: the reafon was obvious 1o the meaneft capacity ; for
Aen the main-fiil was up, even the quarter-deck guns

* Sce vol. iv, p. 985, et leg.  *

would
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ould not carry above thirty yards from the thip. The

rench then rightly judged of the advantage they
have of engaging us under fail, wheo our decks were ex-
pofed to them, we at the fame time not being able to
ufe our great guns nor have a man of theirs open to our
fmall arms : we fell altern, and the Dreadnought came vp
with us about half paftten. It was thenagreed, if the wea-
ther moderated, to follow and engage the enemy ; but the
Dreadnought loft ground though fhe made all poffible
fail.”

The decifion of the court martial was, confequently,
in the higheft degree honourable to captain Fowke, he
having been declared to have done his duty in every ref]

He was afterwards, in the courfe of that year, appointed
to the Sapphire ; as he was, we belicve in the courle of
the (ame war, to the Superbe. No particolar occurrence
however appears to have taken %latrc with refpe& to him.
We find him appointed 1o the Tilbury in 1755, it bei
then the eve of the rupture between Grear Britain a
France. In this hip he continued, tho' but unintereftingly
employed, till 1757, when he was advanced to be captain
of the Bedford, of fixty-four gurs, one of the fleet fent,
under admiral Bofcawen, on the expedition againft Lou-
ifburg in the year 1758, Noother particulars are known
concerning this gentleman relative to the fervice, from
which be aliugether retired, ip the year enfuing, on the
rank and halfpay of a rcar-admiral.

He repaired to Seuthauipton, where he continued to
live the remainder of his days, and is (aid to have at lat
put a period to his exiftence at that place, where he at
any rate died, on the 14th of March, 1784. Al farther

articulars relative to the death of this gentleman, or its
immediate caufe, are at prefent unknown 10 us.

GEARY, Sir Francis, — wag the defcendant of an
ancient family long fettled near Aberyftwyth, in the
county of Cardigan. Having made choice of a naval life,
he was, in 1727, enteredy by an admiralty order, which,
according to the eatlier ufage of the navy, was termed the
king’s letter, a volunteer on board the Revenge, a feventy~
gun fhip, at that time commanded by captain Con-
ningfby Narbury, and one of the flect under the orders
of fir John Norris, fent to Copenhagen for the
purpofe of preventing a rupture between the courts of

3 Denmark
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Denmark and Sweden, The end for which this force
was fent, being effeéled, the fquadron returned to England,
and the Revenge was ordered immediately to Gibraﬁar as
a reinforcement to fir Charles Wager, who commanded
there to cover the place which was then befieged by the
Spaniards. M. (I"u continued after the above time
in fervice, cmpln_vc? as a midthipman, and after~
wards as a lieutenant, till the 3oth of June, 1742, when
ke was promoted from that rank to be captain of the
Squirrel, of twenty guns.  He was, not long afterwards,
ordered out on a crinfe off the illand of Madeira; and 'onr
the 10th of February, 1743, was fortunate enough to fall
in with a French fhip, called the Pierre Jofeph, 2 fhip
ehartered by the Spanifh merchants at Cadiz, and bound
thither from the ports of Vera Cruz and the Havannah.
The enemy had ufed confummate art in endeavouring
to conceal, from ar:ly fhip that might eafually meet them,
the knowledge of the perfons to whom the cargo in rea-
lity belonged.  The papers were all thrown overboard, and
the fupercargo concealed himfelf. The mafter was a
Frenchman, untrue to his truft, and difhoneft to his em-
ployers, for he confeffed the whole cargo was totally Spanifh
property. It confifted of fixty-five chefts of filver, each
containing three thoufand pieces of eight, five bales of
cochineal, fifty-feven of indigo, and one cafe of vanilla, a
uvantity of fugar, and three<houfand five hundred hides.
Captain Geary had the good fortune, gvious to this time,
to capture a Spanifh privateer, which he manned apd em-
ployed as an armed tender; in company with which
¢l, on the 29th of the month preceding his laft-men-
tioned fuccefs, *he had the additional happinefs to burn_a-
fecond Spanifh armed fhip off the ifland of Madeira ®.

* There is an anecdote which we have heard well authenticated of
this gentleman while he held this command, which is far 100 honour.
able to him 1o be (uppreffed. Previous to hus faling on a cruife he
had entered into an en:ﬂlgcmm with capain w——, to fhare with
bim whatever prizes they might take during 3 given periad. The
m”nnfeyb l::l not captu m c;pin:‘i’uu of ltabg term of

ip ; but captain Geary, 3, divided with him cqual
lbewbolepof bis declaring at the fame time, that he ": rm'-'-
M-, w bave afied to the fame manser towyrds him had
ke been equally fuccelstul.
Early
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Earl m gentleman commanded, for a.
ﬂ:mﬂ:m,r q «on the 17th of Feb R
qf fifty guns: md%\
fen: out to c.rmfe, in uhcu in Brett, of the
Sunderland, captured, on t 20 ‘ebruary, a French
frigate of twenty guns and. one htmdred lhuty four
men, befides many gen o confeq1m. having on
board twenty-four thoufand dollars, and a very valuable

cargo®. He'continued in the Chefter a_confiderable
Ieu h of time t,as will be prefently feen, In the month

cbruary 1745, he was one of the members of the
comt-mama . Lm on board the Lenox, in Portfinouth
hurbour, for-the trials of the caprains Griffin, l\%n,
Brett, and Fowke. He wasalmolt immediately afterwa
ordered for Louifburg, to reinforce the fimall f%}a

at that time eu‘-g:loyed under « commodore
m the reduétion lace ; but being fent home ﬁiﬂt
aa ex refs to EuglaﬁllP after its furrender, was d

of tharing in the inmunenfe property fubfequen
t‘.'lplurtd there, and thence fuflained a pegative Tofs,
as it is {aid, of nearly r2,0001%. -
Soon after the arrival of Mr. Geary in England he was

appointed, by the fpecial intereft of the duke of Bedford,
at that time firlt lord commifioner of the admiralty, who
knew well the valoe of his fervices and abilities, to be
captain of the Culloden, of feventy-four sﬁms In this
thip he was, in 1747, ordered into the Bay of Bifcay,

& We have the fullowing privae aceount of a very fuceelsful
ture in which Mr. Geary s sbout that time concerned, but dwm
we do nut find any official notice taken.
Aulv |‘h= :ﬁﬁc 1744 ';-Ycﬂﬂdny mwnmsb:nhxpr&!fu arrived da:
misa ty e with an accounr, mujelly §
?n Court and Cheller, with the Grampus lloop Lvll'
nch Weit Indiamen from Hifpaniola and Mnmmco. clrrymg
one }:uudr:d and thirty-cight guns and Sve hundred and &
Th Chcﬂu and Grampus are fiace arrived 1o the Downs wnlt ,:he

a memorandum mdebyuhmfdf &!mnmm Qﬂ.

kmm;&dth(:hc‘l: wsu tﬂl.-be
kcrmat, mﬂull

led and wounded, a French.

lbhmlmcmkphren ormmnp .lﬁﬂuwu

We md: credit th"tw the of the ulu-
,&n ',;Be Chefler, udnhﬂng:.:mr
m-ﬂﬂk 'lu!ampu. vol. iv p. tl;r.
Vou. V with



178 LIVES AND CHARACTERS OF

with the dron under the command of dmiral
Hawke, with whom he continucd on conftant fervice till
the conclufion of the war®. He was then appointed
mmander-in-chicf of the fhips in the Medway with the
rank of commodore.  We do not exaétly know how long
he continued to retain that flation, but helieve only fora
hort time, as we find him to have quitted the Culloden in
September following ; on the 20th of which month he was
narried 1o Mifs Bartholomew, a Kentith lady of fortunet.
* During the remainder of the enfuing peace capt. Geary
fived in 2 temporary retirement from aclive fervice, not
baving, aswe believe, received any fublequent appointment
till the beginning of the year :gss. The reftlefs condu@
of the French court having then created a_daily appre-
henfion of the commencement of hoftilities, he was com-
miffioned to the Somerfet, of feventy guns, one of the
fhips equipped by way of, precaution in cafe thofe fufpi-
cions fhould be fuddenly realifed. In the month of April
he failed for I::rf& Amtirica u;;dc;; lh; command of ndm?
Bofcawen, t iculars of which expedition, and the
of the tz;a:Frcnch fhips of wnr‘:w:l;wc Alcide and

Lys, have been already treated of in that officer’s life.
On the return of Mr. Geary to England at the clofe of
the year, he was ordered to join the Channel fquadron
then under the orders of fir llidward Hawke ; but, as we
have already obfcrved in our account of that gentleman,
no oceurrence took place in any degree imcreﬂmﬁ cnuu?u
to_require particalar mention, fpeaking even collectively
of the operations of the whole armament. Mr, Geary
continued to be uninterrupredly employed in the Crluuncl
Fe ervice,

" @ While in this thip be had the misforiume to encounter a violent

florm, in which be loft one of his malts. T, 5e
# 1n confequence of which union the eflate of Oxenhoathisnow in

polfi lic of his fon, the prefeat fir W. Geary. |
11 ‘he was ooe of the members of the court-martial affembe.
«d on bourd the Prince Grorge, in Portfmouth harbour, for the trial
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Portfinouth and Spithﬂ‘ during the war, with the e
ception only that for the [pace of ten months he com
in-chief at the Nore, with the rank of an eftablifhed
commodore, having hoifted a broad pendant, by an admi=
ralty order, and being allowed a caprain under him. la
1758, we believe dmnﬁ the moath of February, he was
appointed captain of the Lenox, a new third rate of
feventy-four guns, but quitted that fhip in the following
r for the Refolution, a fhip of the fame force. He
ailed with the fleet commanded by fir Edward Hawke,
on the 18th of May l}'gz, having then only the rank of a
g:ime caprain_in the Refolation, as we have jult
ftated ; but in three days afterwaids he was ordered, b
the commander-in-chief, to hoilt a red broad pendant .«
board the faid fhip as commander of a divifion, or fquas
dron, confifting of ten fhips of the line, two , and
a firefhip. . Having been, on the sth of June ¥, promoted
to be rcar-admiral of the white fquadron, his commiffion
for that purpife was forwarded to him while at fea, with
inftruétions to put himfelf under the command of fir Fd-
ward Hawke. On receiving thefe orders he accordingly
hoifted his fiag on board the Refolution, on the 11th of
June; but removed it into the Sandwich on the 7th of the
enfuing month, as he afterwards did into the Roval Georgs
on the 2gth of Augufl, the Sandwich being ordered into
Plg;‘nh(;uth to refit. : gt
re-equipment alluded to being complered, the
Sandwich rejeined the fleet off Uﬂunt;s and ﬁIr.
removed his Mg into that finp on the 29th of Seprember. He
~continued vnder fir E. Hawke waiching Conflans fieet, then
1 in%in Breit harbour, till the firgng wefterly winds drove
t‘e ritifh fhips from their {tatign, and compelled them,
after repeated and fruitlefs efforts o regain it, 10 put imo
Torbay in the beginning of November. The Sandw
having fprung her main-maft was prevented from getti

¥
f__7§
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in till afier she fleet.  Sir Edward havin, on etk
fea in guelt of the enemy, he ordered Mr.
o Plymouth to land his fick, which amounted 1o
ghty-feven in number, and to get up a new top-maft,
! 'm he was w proceed off f]fh:nt, which was ap-
pointed as the place of rendezvous, brmgu}g with him out
f the found every thip that was, rcady for
& The accident jult mentioned, added to the neceflity of
mng his fick men, unfortunately prevented Mr. Geary
rejoining the commander-in-chict time enough to
" #harc in the well known gloricus enconnter and toral de-
feat of the French armament vnder the marquis de Con-
flais, Having, however, ufed all the difpatch poffible,
he failed from Plymouth on the 1gth of Nevember, car-
qm g with him the Foudroyant and Bienfaifant : but on
ffage to thea pomud rendezvous, he received a letter
ndp. der fmm ¢ Edward Hawke, mltruling him to
continue cruifing off Breft, with all the fhips of his fqua-
dron, till farther orders.  On the 22d of November the
Adleon joined him with a duglmte of the order laft-
mentioned, enclofed w him by commodore Hanway,
from P!ymnmh ‘When off Ufhant he unfortunately en-
countered a moft tremendous gale, which drove him near
two hundred leagues to the weftward : he then made fail
c%:mcd his {tation, where he continued though with-
out being foftunate enough to meet with any fuccefs till
towards the end of December; and returned into port on
QI}:: 27th, having been feven months and nine days at fea,
with the trivial interval of putting into Plymouth Sound
for three days, by order of fir Edward Hawke, to put his
fick men_on ihore, to procure water and get up. his

Gmymnaaued m ort till the 3oth of April,

'he recei an orlle %-ﬂivm Adm(;nlsm kmw:fnd,

owm ips under hig
6tfa:d, cﬁq.
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fuch being the confequence attached to the fervice on which
:ﬁ’ r fequ "_.ﬁl 3

he was then employed; for it was well known that if t
French fquedron had got out to fea, and arrived fafely
Indi’u,“‘il?dr naval force in that quarter would have’ be-
comeé evidently Tuperior to that of the Englifh. ~ Adminis’
{tration, thercfore, sppcg: 1o have very properly adopted”
the prudent method of preventing their putting to fea at
all, inttead of the more expenfive and lefs decifive mea-
fure of fendini; out a reinforcement to counterad theny, -
On the day already Rated, Mr. Geary received orderstor

join fir Edward Hawke in Quiberon Bay, it being welt
eftablifked, on the moft accurate information, that the
French had totally abandoned the intended expedition;
ahd a@ually unrigged their fhips.  He effe@ed this junc-
tion on the 7th, and cm:tirmcg on tha {tation, with fir
Edward, till the 3d of O&tober, when o
from the commander-in-chief to eed 1o Spithead,
where he arrived on the 25th of the month. On the
following day he ftruck his flag, having obtained leave of
abfence from the admiralty-board, but foon :ftcrwﬂlg
was invefted with the command as port-admiral of the
fhips and veffelsat Spithead, being lucceffor to vice-admiral
Holburne : he accofdingly hoilted his flag on board the
Royal Sovercign. ' ;

is firlt confequential charge, after entering on ‘this
office, was the equipment of the fquadron' jntended for
the expedition againit Bellcifle, and the embarkation of the

s deflined for that fervice. The fame occupation,
though vot on fo extenfive a lcale, notwithita the

objedt itfelf was more ant, was repeated-in 1762
'Hﬁis was the ﬁ:pcrint_mg: of the rqlgmmeﬁt of thai
part of the armument which failed from England, under
the command of fir George Pocock, deftined for the
au:; of the Havapnah and thg ifland of Cuba, The
great diligence and atrention to the fervice, as well as the

tigable exertions difplayed by My. Geary, in for-
warding every thing that reluted to.it, were fo confpicuous

al-in-chief, made
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- Mr, Geary retained his command, which, from the cir-
oumfhnou we have related, was of much more than or-
wruft, 6ill the prehmmary articles of peace were
3 foon after this event he received orders to ftrike
his flag, the ferviee on which he had been there employed
bei fu!ly complete, and ended. In the fame packet
' ed to him thole inftruttions, were enclofed
ﬁ‘dl‘lﬁ!ks the houfe of commons, both 10 himfelf, and
the officers under his command, for his diligence and con-
more particularly on thofe occafions which had already
blithed him in thyﬂ higheft reputation both with his
fovereign and his countrymen.
Alter this time he appears 10 have lived in retirement,
far as nlacd to the naval fervice, till the year :77:;

* Soon after he entered on this command a very ble dif-
pute arole berween him and Mr Elphinflone, uf the E 1fh I'mutne.
who was 3lfo a rear-admiral in that of Rulfia. This, lummr, ende
highly to the &redit of Mr. Geary, as will plamly appear by d::
letiers annexed.

“ Achillesin Portfmouth harbour, balf paft eleven P.M. tha
24th February, 1770,

¥ Sir,
® Seplufcd to sequaint their lordfhips that lenu hopes, from r
Tetters of the 1ft and 7ch fuflang, wh:ch ca Hughes fhewe
eoncerning the Newromena, a Rulfian fhip ﬁuw fix fening aud
';zth: watch in this hr?mr. llr::uﬂl;wnu nat prcﬁ.]l:e to
a@mmit the hke irregularines in utare ; bur being ainted 1
ﬁq the faid Mip iuhgun lafl n uud this mot.:::: upon |hri?;ye
1 ordered capiain Fieldi to eaptain Elphin-
-hal'ml to be a rear ndrmnl n dae llnﬁ'nm fervice on board
li?p. to know on what occalion be fired the fuid guns. His an-.
dm it was for the relief and ferting of |In'nu-b. and lhtha
arig wdnfe. On lhul.ftmum-
ing him 10 defifl from firing the warc gumﬁniuﬁlmu ali
far 1 confidered him neither as an admiral's fhip wmus
war, fhe haviog neither flag nor ot flving.  His nLy was1, that
tlnd uog:nfm do with him or his l'qnulmn.and dm would con-

m
Ru- will meet w aamm

*'Im&,w’dﬁmm

wrwm* R "l‘-nm‘ﬂ:a;;‘



Elphinflone prefents his
; dnuhmklf the hnnmaf
llue m cut by him th etp:m wwhether ¢

fhould fire the mora evenin, W Spithead,”
m.mmn;m&mm%mﬁ%rﬂ.
quefiion, He (iould do as he pleafed when he got there : but

matter 1 quellion does not at all concern the honour of the Roffian
flag, and @1 he Jooks upon, sPuImdmthcfmh nﬂnﬁnﬂnh
harbour, he fhall dcﬁnabcdnnq{ Gd'niug:mn,

< Dear fir
* Larrived uﬁr!‘mrdm 2 wuh yanr ;hmselem
morning. He did not open i n, s I told him llnununu
my m':;uﬂmd_ﬂa was e;c: % %‘
!‘wﬂﬂ qﬂu' moc ﬂo
. 'WIhihlﬂﬂ whaﬁwbﬂ
about it lhveﬁubudllm
ward ordered me not 10 wtrdmvuuuluhﬁfmﬁh
am, fir
“ London, Feb, 86, 1770. Your moft obedicnt humble lervant,
Vice-adm. Geary, Portimouth. “ C. FieLping.”

P % Aduinlty-oﬁoe, #6th Februrary, 1770.
S,

e yc!eﬂhy recﬂu&nz. ﬁeldmg. and loft no ‘time in
communicating 10 my lords commiffioncers of the admiralt r
Jetter of the agth inflant, reprefentiog to ibcm. thaf, notwi 5m
the direflions which it-is apprehended the Ruffian mmﬂrr”hd
to rear ldminl Elphinflone, the Newromena, a Ruffian fhip o
MI: again, i :;: Portfmouth I;tb?r:i ﬁ-‘;” d:in i'uu.li'ngir e M llil'-
€ ﬁu sequainemg cheir lor 1

"‘u?.. t oecalion.  In return, 1 am d by
their Ioull-b u“iﬁﬁmnr: that a copy of your letrer was immedi-

fent to the ear] of Hoﬂl..mdifendyousncmlupynf
 the letser, which 1 have received from.Mv. Sution, in anfwer thereto,
gcb you will 'fuwlbnhe R mmﬁ:r'. is umm ?‘:l“ﬂble
Ampropriery of Elphinfloncs condu be
h l'cdnvm:wlrfm dmcnpon.wlmtbfufnmq in the
bﬂgﬂv‘t. - Their do therefore wke it for granced,
_ that Mr.’ will i dehidl from fuch irregular and
ngs, and that there w huhqm ground for o cn.

phm“h wi‘wm

Iﬂid. ﬂ%’ w# &w&mh this

e "'iia. >, Tl wF - uY“ #m‘-mwm
E!.V'M;w “ Pu,Stermueng

M4 ' “ Whites



’,g_# u{!’ -nqg Qm\ucms or

_probable, Mr. Geary was re-appointed to
Mo oM mand and about the ﬁq‘;’nm was
ed 10 "viceadmlral of the red fquadron. Dif-
‘was particularly required of him in hns inltru&ions,
though' he had but one flag officer, Mr. Buckle, to
a cafe of fuch emergency, as to demand the moft
petic: and laboured excrtions, the a&ivity of Mr.
appears to have been perfetly equal to the public

he d:fpute having been terminated by the conceffions
of the court of Spain, conceflions not 1improbably pro-
duced merely by the rapidity with which an armament
fufficiently formidable to_awe them into compliance was
equipped, Mr. Geary once more pafed into retirement
apd private life, a ftation 10 which no man could do more
honont, either as a friend, a relative, or a gentleman ;
perfedly independent in his rinciples, {triétly honour-
ablein all tranfa@ions with which he was connecled, and

. wl'lild:l“. 26th February, 3?7I0-

.5,

¢ Having laid your letter of the e5th, with the inclofure, before
the carl of Rochiord, his lordfhip appuinted monfienr De Moullin
Poulchkin, the Rullian nnmflcr. to be with him this mouung, and
acquainted him he had caken it for. granted, thay, in mﬁuwe
of his wrining, 3 he had promifed 1o do fome time 2o, iral
Elphiifione woold immediately have defified from rhe abfurd
venfion of firing» gun at the fering and difcharging the wa
Porifmouth harbour: but finding hy v:l:&-adrnmlméu 's Lglttr.
comuunicated to him from the lords of the admirulty, that he bad:
refumed thay praflice, and declared his intention of continuing it, he
wiaj oblized to affure him, monfieur Moum‘n‘f’nufchkm.lhnlfadmul
Eﬂﬂmﬂonr perfifled inie, orders muft neeeflan 4

for him 1o guit the port; which, as it was n‘ |,¢
e every aceommodinun Ta!'m:lr o ;Iae empreli’s [quadeon,

n&fﬂ\y be very aﬂ'.ugn his majelly to order, as 1t woul kg.
o himfelf 1o convey, The Ruffias minifler feemed extremely fen-
fible of the impropriety of admiral Elphioflone’s cundna. and &d
1o write 1o him, without lofs of time. in the Qrongell
Mhmlmuﬁdu befufpkn&d h‘ltlﬁt'leﬂtrvqrnhivd.

e 4 ‘“lll!(*o '."'“
“:; N .": MQW’N&.* N
> N 4“ - tabibiing

L)
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exhibiting on every occafion the character of auﬁ@
fefling every and focial virtue *, ot &
The death of fir Charles l’iﬁrdy, in the month o{"w
1780, caufed this gentleman, though at that time in a very
indifferent ftate o !:ieahh, b: retl:.:]!':d ohcermn;e 'toh the
fervice : his maj aying been p to fignify to him,
through the uﬂ:ggb‘mv?wg’ich, at that time firft lord com-
miffioner of the admiralty, his intention to int him to
the chief command of the Channel fleer, in :m?hqthough:
his" bealth would permit him to undertake fuch a truft.
Mr. Geary immediately repaired to town and declared his
readineis to accept of the honourable ftation his maje
was fo gracious as to offer him. Having received his
neceflary inftructions he vaiml to Poriﬁmuﬁ: ‘and
haifting his fag on board the Victory,a fizlt rate,on the 20h
of May, took upon him the command. The fleet con-
fifted of rwenty-four fhips of the line, witha p ionate
numbcr of frigates, firethips, and fmaller veflels, com.
manded, under Mr. Geary, by the admirals Barrington,
Darby, Digby, and fir John Lockart Rofst. 5
o

* On the gift of March, 1{;5. he was advanced 10 be admiral of
the blae; and, on the egih of Janvary, 1778, 0 be admiral of the
white, —Mrs. Geary died on the goth of Augull following.

+ The lollowing are copies of letters written to Mr? Geary by that
reat and ever to be revered charafler lord Hawke ; one prior to his
ol putring 1o fea, the other immediately afier his retm ino pors.

We doubt ot thefe will be - onfidered extremely interefling, ndi?;l'ly-
ing the private thoughts of (o brave and greacacommander, evenat the
lawell perind of his life, and iho:? that, however age and difeale mighe

~— have encrvated his body, they had nothing impaired’the vigour of his

mind. Added 10 this confideration, the rerms ufed by his lo
gmin]r &::}‘ ing lil: Iﬁgll cllxlim.lin which he held ;rlmiu

itw an ice o tleman's charafler wo upprels
any thing that telle&uljlullinfonnérghwr. i3

thank you for the favour of your letter of
hg::&syhnhm mmindnu

the

v Parl was ‘every thing in e |
; gwhdhil way mt"«&:’?ﬂh
fo : will be ready at a momeny's warning to obey the

: o 1 find
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The printipal and firft objed this armament was in-
tended 10 | being the jundion of the fleet of Spain,
TR ' 23 é:_p_eﬂed

e by the papers that you are getti for fea with
he difpatch that l:';ﬂ;bu, and that va fail the inflant that
n your power; and though 1 eould wifh this could get tw your
thands firll, yet the times are fo very prefling from mpany unfortunate
~events, that | rhink the (ooner you can get to my old flation off Brefl
“bewer it will be for my country. When you are there waich
iefe fellows as clofe as a cat waiches a moule ; and if once you can
Bave the good fortune to get up 1o them make much of them, and
don™t part with them ealily. P
4 Forgive my being lo frec: 1love you. We have ferved long to-
ther, and 1 have your interefi happinels fincerely at heart.
y dear friend, may God Almighty blefs you; and may that all-
powarful hand guid; l:mi pruteé‘.} y!ou in the day of baull;a; ﬁ::: 1;&1:
sy return with honour and glory o country a ) s
a.e“ﬁne.:rc and faithful wilh of him who ir::ﬂ lm?ty?
_ < My dear Sir,
. " Your uoﬁ obedient and moll humble fervane,

“ HAwge,”

- 8 P.S. Pray remember me to my friend Barrington, and hope he
approves of young Baron. '
4 ¥, Geary, elq. admiral and commandes-in-chief at Spithead.”

* Sunbury, 26th Augull, 1
© My dedr Sir, . =5

#* | am greatly obliged to you for the favour of your letter of the
zoth on your arrival at Spithead ; indeed it was more than I expefled,
nll-kgwin; the harry and buftle you mufl be in on your !ilﬁcauu-
ing intd pert. 1 do not wonder at the men being fickly upon foloog
s cruile: fix weeks is long enough in all confcience ; any time afier

P werd huriful to the men, and will occation their falling .-~
down very faft, mciugﬂuuygaﬂ.%m:u.aw’&

Mﬂ’t 3 A
iog can well {lir from home with fafety. 1
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expeded from Cadiz, Ferrol and Carthagena, with the
Freach fhips thar were i fo [ in che porsof Bk
m and L'Orient, Mr. Geary immediately
| off Breft. Nothing material occurred till the 3d
of July, when the Monarch, being a head of the fleet on
the look-out, made a fignal at ten o’clock in the mornin
for difcovering a fleet confifting of twenty fail: t
were immediately concluded to be the enemy of whom
they were in fearch, and the utmolt alacrity was ufed in
cavouring to get up with them. The chace continued
the whole day, and at five o'clock in the afternoon the
headmoft fhips came vp * with the fternmolt of the fugi-
. ' tives,

3

fake, if you fhould be o lucky as ro gee fight of the encmy, get as
62» an as poffible, Do not kt‘geuﬂl;um with yont:lw»
gaging at a diflance, but get within mufket fhot if you can ; thar will
be the way 1o gain great honour, and will be the means to the
attion decilive. By doing this you will put it out of the power
of any of the brawlers to find faule, 1 am fully perfuaded you will
faithfully do your past, therefore hope you will forgive my laying fo
much on the fubjett. 1 find the RufRans are gone fiom the {)own
fo that you will have no trouble about them. My good ﬁm
God blels you; may the hand of Providence go with you and pr

you in the day of bartle, and grant you vi over our perfidican
enemies: and may you return with honour to your country and
family again ; theleare the Gncere and heasty willies of him who is moll
truly and Raithfully, . x

“ My dear Sir, ’
* Your molt obedient and moft humble fervaur,
 8ir F. Geary, o Hawke"

S A whimfical and entertaining anccdote s thlated of him on
this occalion.  Rear-admiral Kempenfelt, who at that time afled as
his Bell in, wis univerfully and mpl) delcevedly efleemed one of
ithe bravelt and bell informed officers in the fevice, as 10 the m
ment, and requifite mode of manceuvrifdg a large fleet previous to the
commencement of, and during the continuance of an aftion ifelf,
Lotd Hawke, 1han w no man wan a founder j of nautical
abilities, adds, in a ipt to ane of his letters to admiral Geary,

* 1am glad you bave got fo excellent an off
pen “he will | et youw" Bue

cer. with you as T am

'M ; -. I -"__- t o ! . \. .'-I ! | Iw
| enemy were difcovered and the fignal made for a gevenal cb
‘ empen.
" .
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of fifty gu ued by the
who dfd not bring to for the pm'pbfé fecuri
they paffed, Jeaving that duty to fome others ¢
t who were flill affern,  Unfortunately a very
umfe on Inhﬁgf &g’en o'clock and pmt::‘;he
ﬁ*ﬂlﬂmﬂ of near the enemy’s conyoy : ve
, however, were cz tured ; and nothing but the acci-
dent jult rclated cou‘id have preferved the whole of them
from fallmg into the hands of the Britith fleet®. = o
~ Mr. Geary having continued at fea for upwards of two
months, and, having two thoufand five hnndrod fick men
on board the fleet, thought it proper aswell as prudent o re-
turn to Spithead, where he arrived on the 18th of Apgu
Very loon alter hisarsival he was unfortunately taken 'iﬂ,
and was obliged to follicit permiffion from the admiraly

nfelt, lmmm; with as mych mpmtnce as his mndm
chief 10 get ap with the enemy, thaugh differing in uﬁvn,l
duu 1o the beft mode of cffeéting it, broughi up the f hqyt
and Taid_on the binoacle with the greatell form and
mlﬁm; admiral Geary, eagerly fuppoling the chace 10 be the Breft
went upto him with the greatell good bumour, and fqueezing him
|he hand in a manner betler 1o be conceived than exprefled, faid:
m; y ' Now my dcar,dut friend, do pray let the lll alone tbdl}'.
uzgn rder as‘many as ever you plesle

. ‘I'hof: wken were the
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an bovmi‘uufm gn the cauft of*
st 51?‘ o
“ ' ome e m

st ag. of 1 “gm mind, which on anﬂ
W occalions, muft be ablolite _]Jr ne-

'Qﬂﬁryt Ea ulha’hihwu to refign his command,
whiah the board of admiralty could nor,
refule their aifent tq, hawever cqng.rar}' 1t wﬂ&’;

to their w
.E" mmucd to live ever afterwards in

retirement, f nding the remainder of a with

charaQer undg:ud y exalted by a long muﬂmr}t
Torious fervice : the grateful remembrance of which pro-
cured him the honourable advancement to the rank of a
baronet of Great Britain on the 3d of Aunguit, 1782,

Having attained the advanced age of :lgh\y x yam, he
died on the 7thday of February, 1796, moft hi f revered
as @ naval commander, and not lefs fincerely lamented
as a friend, a gentleman, and a Briton. ~In this, there-
fore, among many other mfhncn,wc have the fat ion
of faying, without the impuation of flattery, that honour,
benevolente, public [pirit, and gencral worth formed the
Iudln‘g traits of his charafler, and that mankiod have not

o ungrateful as to forget them *.

'U

* We cannot d;xlmle this account without a an anecdote,
2:' Iulﬂm;: ‘of which hag buahconlid:mly re;annﬁ to us by per-
lllll llllrc.ﬂﬂl llll rhaps, § more Jull a culo
charaéler of 'bp'ouh; lll:l‘l ;hm!h mol‘r mg;md
iuﬁm\ detail of hix lervices and conduét would have been.
the ele@inn for the county of K. a failor was
carricd | r a_gentleman in the ‘interell of Mr. H.
va u} e,boutb.- afur enquiring who the other

t W . M"‘)’

™
-
.
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e e
. ir Ri emple, created
o B 'g:ifcdh?l Cobh::?l;: 13@_!;&%6:;;(:{&,
“Wotton, in the county 1cki ; efg. Hewas
wﬁe 4th of Agril, rr:g; ‘:‘ghnﬁ brotight nup to
8, arrived, at an early age, though not till after
regularly pafling through the different fubordinate ranks
with much reputation to himfelf, at the rank of ca
tain.  Suffice it to fay, thaton the 6th of April, 1742,
was promoted to the command of the Romney, a fourth
rate of fifty guns. While in this fhip he 1s not other-
wife particularly mentioned than as having been employed
a8 a cruifer ; in which occuipation he had the goed fortune
10 capture, on the 2d of March, 1743, a very valuable
Spamth regiiter thip, mounting tweniy guns, called the
Santa Rofa.  Captain Grenville continued in the Romney
till the beginning of the year 1744, when he was appointed
to the Fﬁ'klm » a fhip of equal force, juft launched.
His occupation continued the fame ; but though his aéti-
vity was not diminifhed, his fuceefs, at leaft, when confi-
dered in a pecuniary light, was confiderably fo; the
moft imerefting mention we find made of him while he
held this command being the capture of a French priva-
teer, of fourteen guns, which he carried into Kinfule in
the month of March 1945.

d;;l’itlu m::; whicr'l;nlhii l;dy;l'umedegér by l.imiu:iodul.’;ﬁ“ir the death
brother, on igth o ember, 17, derters ‘uiiu
bearing date the 18th dnﬁsoleﬁ-in um:l?.'mm countels
Tull;f!. “ The pranch (fays Collims) of the family of Grenville,
Grenville Greinville, or Grenevyle, as the name in very ancient times =
wait yarioully written, has been inconteflably feared ar J“Mr .
Barnwood, in Buckinghsmhive, at leall from the Firfl's r

in
which i t, 3 well frem the charter of Waleer Giffard, ear
3 Rishigire, Mosadmrviscatoncdy uidnnﬁhrohﬁexb‘z:f
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grh in the lives of the commander-in-chie fir P.
Warren *, fo !haewp ontent ourfelves with.
as we in juftice are comg to do, that the name

Gmnm]le ftands remark prommem, even anopg
thofe hema who molt p;gculzrly diflinguithed
felves, * The Namur, eruncx and mdkt fayb
the Gazette) being the next headmalt

into a2@ion; and after having dif: thoﬁ:

fhips, with which lhcv were ¢ , in fuch a mnmm:o_
that the Britith (hips aftern muft foon come up with thens,
they made fail ahead to prevent the van of the enemy from:
cicaping,” His conduct on this brilliant occafion, when
he met with his unhappy and untimely death, needs neither
the aid of the hittorian nor the pa l'l“? The concife

account given by his commander-in-chief fpeaks of him in
more forcible terms than would the beﬂ adorned and
polithed eulogium. ¢ s on qur fide (fays
Anﬁm} was not very cnnﬁ Ic, except that of u

Grenville, of the Deflance, who was an' excellent officer,
and whole death cannot be lufficiently lamented +: .
\ ' . Vhe
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m&na a hamane. ud r, never fail-

ud merit where he found it. !-Ie ofacr.efs to the
ed to reward or

: “ ranel failor as wm of hllﬂ??ﬂ,{lﬂtm e
= according 10 the merit of the cafe relpeéted
‘Er.am {oved i alivesmed Nk m Mort, - =
3 o He was, but words are wantin gto‘ﬁy ‘what; ¢
Say all t!ai‘ s good und brave, and he was that,”

, Mﬂ' mopument is ercBied to fiismemory in Stow &mlen.

olhwilg inferiptions in Latin ‘ml Englifh,
_Sororis fux filio

& CREog T s ; THOME GRENVILLE, g
ol ," ~a ¥ nml’mb&um
S ~ Ducente ¢ Britannicam Gmpo\Anfﬂn,Hn-

e Dam contra gallos fortifime pugoarer
- T Dilacerate navis ingenti fragmine
Femore gravites percuflo
* Perire,” dixit monibundus, ** omnino l'ums el
: uam juertie in judicio B
o, A4 . L:::u.aanhmc mﬁ:;;ﬁa"m L
d ns m t .
Infigoe virtatis, :bcu' nnllimc d
E\mmplnm habes &

P

. thl viram prtftkli milmmium -~
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is particularly mentioned in the difpuie between that
gentleman and captain Barnet, but only as the official
bearer of the different letters and meffages which
between them on that occafion *. rom the veffel
juft mentioned, he was, on the 24th of July, 1742, pro-
moted to be captain of the Durfley Galley, a wwenty
gun fhip. ‘This appointment a?pears to have been
made merely for the purpofe of giving him rank,
for in a few days afterwards, that is to {ay on the gth
of the enfuing month, the Durfley Galley was commanded
by captain De L'Angle, who had not at that time the rank
of captain. Mr. Hodfell's next command was that of the
Diamond frigate, which alfo was of fhort duration, and in
which we do not find any interefting meation made of him.
His third {hip was the Feverfham, of forty guns, into
which he removed previous to the encounter with the
French and Spanifh fieets off Toulon ; but on which occa-
fion nothing tarther is relared of him, than that he was flati-
oned toatrend the divifion of Mr. Leltock.  He was one of
the members of the court-martial convened at Mahon, on
the 28thof January, t 745, for the trial of captain Richard
Norris, which is the only notice we oblerve taken of him
till the month of NMay 1746, at which time he was cap-
tain of the Nonfuch on the fame (tation.  Ir is not im-
probable he continued there during the remainder of the
wur, as we have no account of his having been em-
ployed 1n any other quarter.  He is laid to have com-
manded a third rate after the Nonfuch ; but have no far-
ther authentic particolars conceening him except the mere
memorandum of his death, which happened on the 6th of
April, 1754. ’

HOLMES, Chatles,—was 2 deloendunt from the fame
honourable family wah (ir Robert Holmes, of whom an
account hus been already given.  OF the earlier part of
this gentleman s fervice, howeyer meritorious it might be,
po mention is tude: our information concerning him,
that of his family only excepred, commencing with his
appoin'ment, on the 2oth of February, 1742, to be cap-
tain of the Sapphire, of forty guns, a cruiting fhip. On
the 25th of Deccmber following he diftinguithed himfelf

- ® See vol. iv. p. 213, et feq,
Vor. V. N in
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in a very remarkable manner by the attack of a number of
privateers in the harbour of Vigo. 'We cannot, perhaps,
do greater and more material juflice to his bravery than by
giving the account in the precife terms of that officially
pu’hll;ged'.

Except that, about the commencement of the rebellion,
he was captain of the Enterprize, we have no intel-
ligence of this brave and worthy gentleran till the
end of the vear 1746, when we find him in the
Lenox, a feventy gun fhip, on the Jamaica flation.
He was one of the members of the court-martial
held at Port Royal for the trial of captain Crookfhanks,
and in the month of September 1748, was ordered home as
convoy to the fleet of merchantfhips bound from thence.
The Lenox was fo weak a fhip, and in fo bad a condition,

*® * Febroary 8th.—His majcfiy’s thip the Sapphire, captain Holmes,
being on a cruize off the coall of Portwgal, Dec. g5th, faw two fail
and gave chace. About 1wo o'clock in the afternoon the two fail
patted, one keeping her wind, the other bearing away. He continued
l.‘hlﬁﬁs the former, and about five took her, fhe b:mg a Spanith pri-
vateer of about fifty tons, with eight carriage fix fwivel guns, and
fifty-ewo men. It ‘being then calm, captain Holmes immediately
fhifted her men into his fhip, and put a lieatenant and thirty men on
board her to row after the other vellel, which they came up with the
ucxt evening and retook, when they found her 1o be a floop from
Limerick, bound o Lilbon with burter.

" On January 11th, captain Holmes was informed by the mafler
of a Duotch thip, who had been ill.treated by a privatecr at Vigo,
which place he left the Hih, that there were five privatcers in IL
barbour, two of them clcaning on the fand, and the other three near
them at the quay : that in the town, by the church, they had moanted
fix fix pounders onw new batiery ; and on a plain, to the fouthward
of the quay, lix or eighs gung, I::um three 1o four pounders. Upon
this intelligence captam Holmes failed for Vigo, and on the 1 5th came
off that town, When lis fhip was abont E:'If a mile from i, the
Speniards fired from their twenwy-four pound battery on the quay, One
of the (hot dilmounted one of the Sapphire's lower deck gans, killed
one man, fhot off another's leg, and the arm of a third, woundi
with the Tplinters five or lix more.  Another fhot went through the
center of her fore-mafl, about feven feet above the forecallle ; a
third took her between wind and water, and lodged in the carpenter's
Rore-room. Captain Holmes ran a little farther in and came 10 an
anchor 3 having brought his broadfide 10 bear on the batteries and
privateers, he began finng abot twelve o'clock, and between two and
threg the 1wo privateers, which were afloat, funk; the %other pri-
v which were on the fand, received many (ot in them, by
-mq are rendered unfesviceable, at lealt for lome time.” —
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that twenty-four of her guns were taken out in orderto

enable her to make the palfage home with greater fafety.
Captain Holmes not being able to get through the wind-
ward paffage bore away through the gulph, and on the
2gth of September fell’ in with admiral Reggiv's fqua-

dron, conlifting of fix large fhips of the line and a trigate.,

The proper precautions were immediately, and, as it
proved, fuccelsfully taken for the fecurity of the convoy :
as foon as this obje€t was attained, though reafons
exifted which, to a man pot thoroughly animated with
the love of his country and zeal for the fervice of his fove-
reign, wonld have been more than fufficient 1o induce
him 10 purfue his voyage, captain Holmes, with the moft
Jaudable decifion as well as fpirited 1efolution, changed his
courle and proceeded to the Tortuda bank, off which he
knew Mr. Knowles, the commander-in-chief, was then
cruiling, in the double hope of giving him information of
the encmy, and aflifting in their defeat,

He was fortunute enough to fall in with the Britifh
fquadron on the 11t of Ottober; but though he behaved,
during the fublequent ation, with that bravery and gallant
fpurit, which it is notorious he difplayed on all poflible
occafions, yet was he not fortunate enough to efcape the
cenfure of Mr. Knowles, a cenfure, as it is faid, fecretly,
and therefore improperly fpread,  This, propagated by
the indultrious calumny and envy of men lefs ]!:uumlrlblc
than himfelf, at lait reached the cars of Mr. Holmes, and
induced him to demand a court-martial ; but it did not
take place till January 1750, the fubfequent month to that
in which Mr. Knowles him[elf had been gried and gently
reprimanded. ' ¥

We cannot act more candidly than by fimply inferting
the refohution of the court, than which none, perhaps, was
ever more honouruble to the puﬁy acculed,

** The courr, in purfuance of an order from the ho-
noutable the lords of the admiraly, 1o William Rowley,
efy. (dated the 1t of lalt month) proceeded to enquire
into the conduét and behaviour of capt. C. Holmes, upon
a charge exhibited againft him, by rear-admiral Knowles,
for bad condull, breach of orders, difobedience of fignals,
aund not duing his wimolt 10 take and endamage a
nifh fquadron, in an -aim:qo&' the Havannah -in lyg_.-
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Having heard the witneffes produced both by Mr. Knowles
and the prifoner, and thoroughly confidered their evidence,
the court unanimou(ly agree, that it hath appeared captain
Holmes behaved like a good and gallant o&ccr during the
whole a&ion : that he likewile thewed very good condutt,
for the prefervation of his convoy when he fell in with the
Spanifh fquadron, a day or two before the aétion, ard

fo great zeal for his king and country in quitting his
homeward courfe 1o go in quelt of rear-admiral Knowles,

“in order to inform him of that fquadron, and to flrengthen

I!im with the addition of his hip, the better to enable him
o engage them, when he had at the fame time not only a
l:ugc part of his own fortune on board the fhip, but was
prefled by the paffengers to proceed direétly home. The
court do therefore unanimoufly agree to acquit captain
Holmes, with honour, of every part of the charge exhi-
bited againft him ; and he is accordingly hereby honour-
ably acquitted.”

n the month of January 1753, he was appointed cap-
tain of the Anfon, of fixty guns, a guardfhip at Portfmouth.
We believe him to have, not long afterwards, removed
into the Lenox, of feventy guns, other accounts fay the
Somerfet, a thip employed as the former. In the month
of Maich 1755, he was captain of the Gralton, alfo a
third rate, one of she fquadron difpatched in May
following, under Mr. Holburne, as a reinforcement
1o Mr. Bofeawen, who had previoufly failed for North
America.  During the enfuing year he was again em-
Eloycd on the fame ftation, with the rank of commodore,

ill continuing on board the Grafton. "This (ummer's fer-
vice was renderét] remarkable by a very fpirited encounter
he had with a fmall French {quadron, though of force infi-
nitely fuperior to that of the Englith. It took place off

ouifburg, and his conduct on this occafion we fhall
probably beft defcribe by inferting the following plain
and account of the tranfaion, given by the com-
modore himfelf in his letter to the admiralty board.

¢ Grafton, off Louifburg, Aug. 25, 1756.
 On the 26th of July I was cruizing in his majefty’s
thi p‘gomwi}hthe attinghun,thcﬂ%

roetang Jamaica

floops, off Louifburg, about three leagues fouth by uﬁ; ‘

¥
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At eight A, M. the man at the top-maft head difco-
vered four fail to the north-eaft, direly to wind-
ward : we gave chace, and made our firft board to the
fouthward, they fteering dire@ly for us till within two
lcagucs. We tacked in hopes to have cut them off from
their port, as they hawled in for it. At half paft one

P. M. they came to an anchor in their hatbour ; a little
afterwards we brought 1o about a league from it and hoifted

our colours, the lighthoufe bearing north as we laz. At
four we made fail to the ealtward : foon as it wasdark I dif-
patched the Hornet for Halifax, with orders for captain Spry
to fend out fome of the fhips under his command to come
and join me; we then {tood on as before, till three o'clock,
when we tacked and {tood in for the land. At feven in
the morning of the 27th, the man at the maft head called
out he law fix fail under the land : about cight o'clock I
could fee four fhips in chafe of vs; I could, with m
glafs, make them to be men of war, and fee the Frene
commuxlore’s white p.ndant very plain.  On this I ftood
from them to the fouth-ealt, about » point from the wind,
which drew them from their harbour, and thought it the
belt of our failing, for I judged them above our march or
they would not have come out of their port again in fo few
hours: 1 believe they had mlﬂl_y ut their fick and lumber
on fhore and taken troops off, pr they were very foll of
men,  Athalf paft one, P. M. the headmolt of the French
fquadron, a frigate of about thirty-fix guns, fired on the
Jamaica floop, which fhe returned, and rowed at the fame-
time up to the Nottingham. On our firicg at the
frigate the hawled her wind, and the Jamaica bore away”
to the fouth-weft, which the French commbindant obfery-
ing, made a fignal for the two frigates to chafe the loop,”
which they immediately obeyed. About two the Not-
tingham fired ber ftern chafes at the French com-
mandant, which he returned with his bow ; and foon after
I fired mine. Finding our fhot reached each other,
hauled up my courfes, bunted my main-fail, and bore
down on the French commodore, being about a quarter of
a mile from him : it fell calm and we began 1o engape, he
being on our ftarboard fide, the other large French thip a-
ftern of higp, and the Nottingham on our larbosrd baw
the two frigates a mile fmﬂ us, and the Jamaica fome-

VI thing
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thing more. Th the French commandant held us fo
cheap at firfl as to fend his frigates away, he was foon fo
{enfible of his miftake, that, the inftant there was any wind,
he made the frigate’s fignals to rejoin him ; and, fearing they
did not come faft enough to his affilftance, bore down to
them and was followed. At feven they were all clofe
together ; at dufk the adtion cealed ; they ftanding to the
fouthward and we 1o the 8. 8. K. Our men lay at their
quarters all night expecling to renew the ‘action in the
morning. At daylight the French fhips bore N. W. bv
W. diftance four or five miles, going away with litte
wind, at E.S.E. right before it, for Lomfburg. We wore
and flood to the weitward, but they never offered to look
at us, The wind frefhening, they failed much better
than our thips, and the weather growing hazy we loft fight
of them about noon.  Their chief fire was direfled at our
malfls, which they wounded, as well as cut our ftays and
nigging confiderably, 1 had one lower-deck gun dif-
mounted and one upper; fix men killed and twenty
wounded, which is all the damage the Grafton received.”
On the retrn of this gentleman to England he was
appointed one of the members of the court-martial held
for the trial of the unfortunate admiral Byng. In 1757
he returned to the American ftation under the command of
Mr. Holburne, the few particulars of which unintercfting
expedition have been already given in our account of that
gentleman : to thefc we have only to add, that the Grafton
‘was feparated from the body of the fquadron ; and having
loft, not only her maits but her rudder, was, with the
grcatcff difficulty, navigated to England ; nor could fhe
have been prefgrved but by the moft extraordinary exer-
tions and the invention of a fubltitute rudder, contrived
rigging out a fpare top-malt from the flern.  In fhort,
prefervation of hus !{;ip may be confidered as one of
the moft extraordinary interventions of Providence, in

fu of human cfforts almoft unparalleled.
n 1758 Mr. Holmes was employed at home, and was

" fent commodore of a fmall, but very fuccefsful expedition,

to Embden in Germany. It deferves particular relation,
more on account of his a&ivity, than the confequence
at itin, The force appears to have confifted only of
the Seahorfe, on board which fhip Mr. Holnxes himfelf

was,
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was, and the Strombolo ; but from the tenor of the ac-
count, and the particularly benevolent expreflions ufed in

it, we fhall, as in the preceding inftance, give it in his
own words,

“ It is with the greateft pleafure that I acquaint my
lords commiflioners of the admiralty of the fuccels of his
majefty's fhip in this river®. e

“ The enemy had not fuffered the buoys to be laid this
year, thinkiniz by that m-ans to obftruét an{l attempts for
the recovery of Embden by fea: it was therefore with
equal furprize and concern, that they obferved the arrival
of his majefty’s fhips Seahorfe and Swombolo. After
having doubled the number of their workmen upon the
batteries they had begun, they fer about raifing three more
towards the fea with all expedition, expe@ing to be
artacked from that quarter.

“ On the 17th the Seahorfe and Strombolo anchored
between Deliziel and Knock, and on the g8th they came
to their ftation between Knock and Embden, by which the
encmy faw themfelves cut off from all communication
down the aver,

* They continued working on their batteries towards
the fea, but ar the fame time made all the neceffary pre-
parations lor evacuating the place.

*“ The garrifon cunfifted of one thoufand three hundred _
French foot, one thoufand two hundred horfe, one thou-
fand one hundred Auflrian foot, and two companies of
artillery of fixty men each, in all three thouland feven
hundred and twenty. ,

“ On the 1gth, at fix in the morning, the French
troops were under arms, and marched aut of the town
betore night, On the 20th the Aultrians began their
march at nine in the morning. . .

* About noon, and not befope, I had intelligence of
thele dperations, and that they had been tran(porting their
baggage and cannon up the river in (mall velfels over
night, that onc of them was lying round a point of
land at fome diftance from us to go-up by next tide,  As
foon as we could flem the tide 1 difpatched an armed
cutter and two of my.boats, who came up with the veflel
we had intelligence of, and took ber. T reinforced them

o 1 & . e

. * The Elbe, N
N4 by,
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by another boat; and the whole detachment, commanded
gx captain Tzllor, continued the chace up the river.

he enemy at this time lined both fides of it, and gave the
firlt fire on the boats, who were-then nearly up with three
of their armed velfels. The fire was brifkly returned on
our fide, in fight of their army, and under thir fire ; cap-
tain Taylor came up with one of them, attacked her,
drove her on fhore and carried her, after a fhort
fkirmith. The officers and men left the veflel to recover
the fhore ; in attempting which, fome of them were kil-
led by the fire from onr boats. The other two veflels,
which had the cannon on board, got clear, under favour
of the night and cover of their army.

“ The firlt veflel taken had the fon of lientenant-colonel
Schollheens, of prince Charles of Lorrain's regiment,
onre corporal and one pioneer on board, with fome baggage
belonging to the lieut.-colonel.  T'here was fome money
found, which, partly from the fpecie, and partly from the
manner of its being made up, was concluded to be pay for
the troops, and therefore detained, together with :l":c cor-

oral, the pioneer,and all the little implements of war they
had with them. As for the {on he is but a boy, and not
of an age 1o be regarded as an encmy, for which reafon I
have fent him on fhore to be returned to his father, with
all his and s father’s effeéts; and have written to licut.-
colonel Schollheens, faying, thar upon his giving me his
honour the money is truly his private property, it (hall
be returned. _

¢ Another veflel was taken which had on board major
de Bertrand ; M. Van Longer, commiffary of war; M.
Trajane, adjutant de la place; M. le Bouffe, licutenant
of artillery, and a guard of private men, with three holt-
apes which they had carried off from Embden. From them

ad the account I havealready given to their Jord(hips,
of the happy effe@ the prefence of his majefty’s two fhips
have produced, by occafioning the fudden evacuation of
the enemy out of the town of Embden. This fervice is
the more effential, as advice was received at the Hague,
:li'tze 18th, that the French, in Ealt Fri:ij‘l?ndh;"bad re-

red counter orders, and were conveyin, their maga-
-i*mhbd:n.“ by B s -
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This gentleman was, not long after this time, advanced
to he rear-admiral of the blue, but is not otherwife par-
ticularly mentioned during the courfe of the current year:
than as {mving been employed in the fquadron, commanded
by lord Anfon, in the blockade of Breft, and in
covering the defultory expeditions made on the French
coa't in the courfe of that year. Early in 1759 he was
fixed upon to be third in command of the ﬁeet deltined for
the expedition againft Quebec ; but, previous'to the adtual
commencement of the undertaking, was ordered, with a
convoy of lixty tranfports, for New York. He accord-
ingly gluiﬂcd his flag on board the Somerfet, of feventy
guns, and failed from Spithead on the 14th of February
with the Northumberland ard Terrible, of feventy-four
;uns each ; the Trident and Intrepid, of fixty-four ; the
%V[cdwa}, of fixty; the Madtone, Adventure, Diana,
Trent, Euoropa, Veflal, Kurus, Boreas, and Crelcent
frigates. Having, after his arrival at New York, taken
the necellary mealures to expedite thofe particular branches
of fervice, tor the accomplithmrent of which he had been
difpatched, he joined, off Lonifhurg, vice-admiral Saunders
who had failed from Spithead thice days after his departure.
In the different operations previous to the actual fiege,
which we have already faid was the immediate obje& of
this armament, he was engaged in I'upgorting briga-
dier-general Murray in an attack of leveral of the
magazines, belonging to the enemy, collefted above the
town. Mr. Holines went ten or twelves leagues up
the siver, and then found it impraéticable to proceed fare
ther.  In the month of September he was particularly
employed in dividing and diftraéting the astention of the
encmy at the time general Wolfe meditated and cffe@eds
that landing which was produélive of his own fame and
death, tggether with the ever-toybe-remembered viGtory
on the ﬁghts of Abraham. His fervices on this occafion’
were fo highly efteemed that he received the thanks of
the houle of commons, of which he had been for fome
time a member, as reprefentative for the borough of
Newport, in the Hle of Wight, a flation he retained in
the fucceeding parliament till the time of his death, He
retusned at the conclufion of the year to England, -
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bhe remained during the enfuing winter, in which time he

“was promoted to be rear-admiral of the white.

Easly in the fpring he was appointed commander-in-
chief on the Jamaica flation, as fucceffor to Mr. Cotes;
and having hoifted his flag on board the Cambridge, failed
from™St. IEIelcn's on the 16th of March, 1760. He ar-
rived at Jamaica on the 13th of May following. So
a&ive was he in the difpofition of hiscruifers, that, in the
month of O&ober, four out of five * French frigates were
either taken or deftroyed; and, not long afterwards, cight

rivateers, and a frigate called the Bien Aime, fhared a
imilar fate.  In the monh of June enfuing he had the
additiona! good fortune of caufing the capture of the St.
Anne, of tixty-four guns, which is thus officially related
by the Gazette.

“ Admiralty-office, July 28, 1761,

“ Rear-admiral Holmes, having intelligence that feve-
ral (hips of war of the enemy had failed from Port Louis
on the sthof June, as alfo that the St. Anne French fhip of
war had (ailed from Pori-au-Prince on the fame day, he
difpofed feveral fhips of his fquadron in the manner
he thought moft likely 1o meet with thofe of the enemy.
In the morning of the 13th the Hamplhire fell in
with the St. Anne to windward, and chafed her right
down upon the Centaur 1o leeward. Upnn difcovering
the Centaur, the St. Anne hauled up, and was kept be-
tween the two fhips till fhe was run quite in fhore, and
becalmed  abour a league to the northward of Donna
Maria Bay, when fhe began to fire her ftern chace.
Soon after one o'clock the Centaur got clnfe alongfide
the St. Anne, and fhe ftruck her enfign.  She is a very
fine fhip conftructed for fixty-four guns, and had on hoard
fix twenty-four pounders, twenty-fix twelve pounders,

- and eight cight pounders, with three hundred and eighty-

‘nine perfons ; was commanded by M. Aquillon,‘ind was
carrymng home a cargo of indigo, coffee and fugar, to the
wvalue of nine million of French livres."

This is the lalt memorable mention we find made of
this brave and truly worthy man, who died at Jamaica

nﬁedﬁc"hlwgdm&king‘.lbcuher m:!nlhcw
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on the 21t of Nevember enfuing, leaving behind hima
reputation moft truly unfullied, and a chara&ter highly
revered, whether - confidered in the light of a private
citizen, or a public commander.

MOLLOY, Sir Charles.—We have very little to add, §
in our account given of this gentleman, to that afforded
us in the infcription on his menument.  The only parti-
culars not recorded there are, that he took poft on being
appointed to’the command of the Royal Caroline yacht
on the 6th of April, 17425 and, in :1746, was one of the
members of the court-martial alfembled at Deptford, for
the trials of the admirals Mathews and Leftock. He was
baried in the chancel of Shadoxhurit church, in the county
of Kent, where a marble monument is erefled to his
memory. T'he upper part conlilts of angels heads in the
clouds 3 under which s written, “¢ Bleiled are the dead
which die inthe Lord.” In a marble medallion is the head
of the decealed, fupported by an infant weeping, fur-
rounded by military and naval ornaments.  Beneath this \
inferiptions

Sir Cuarres Mooy, knight, lord of this manor,
Jate captain of his majeity's thip Royal Caroline,
fometime a direCtor of Greenwich-hofpital, an
elder brother of the Trinity-houfe, and one of his
majefty's jultices of the peace for the county of Kent,
&c.  After a long and faithful fervice of near fixty
years in the royal navy, where he went very young
with king William's {clicr. in the latter part of his
war with France, and ferved in that and all queen
Anne’s wars, he gradually rofe tow the rank of
lieutenant, after the hard fought baule off Malaga,
in the Mediterranean, with_the French fleet, in the
yeas 1704, being then in the Royal Oak, who had a
lafge {hare in that'day's altion. In this poft he
contioued till the year 1710, when he was by the
earl of Berkeley, who v.Zm: commanded the fleet,
appointed captain of his majefty’s yacht the William
and Mary, 1 which, and afterwards in the Mary
zachl. be ferved until the 7th day of April, 1743;

is majefty being then on board at Gravelend, and
the royal {tandard hoifted, hemsplclfednﬂlifl'royal
) Vour,
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- favour, to confer on him the honour of knighthood,
i all which employs he ever difcharged his duty as
became an offcer and a feaman. He was twice
married. His firlt wife was Ann, reli& of Ifaac
Elton efg. fon of fir Ab™. Elten, bart. of the city of
Briftol. qIIe. afterwards married Ellen, eldelt daugh=
ter of Jn®. Cork, ¢lq. of Swifts, near Cranbrook in
the county of Kent,  She left noifluc, and departed

this hife Auguft 24, 1760, xtatis fuze 6o,
Ens entiuin miferere milu.

PARRY, Francis,—in the carlier part of his fervice as
a naval officer, was licutenant of the Monmouth, and
afrerwardd of the Berwick, In 1741 he was commander
of the Grampus {loop of war, and diftinguifhed himfelf
very much under the command ol captain Harrifon, of
the Argyle, in cutting five prizes out of the harbour of
Redondclla. Cn the 1oth of February, 1742, he was

moted to be captain of the Greyhound frigate, and
ing almoft immediately afterwards ordered to Lifbon,
died there on the 17th of April following., In Mr.
Hardy's Iift he is erroncon(ly {aid to have died in the Weflt
Indics on the 19th of May, 1761.

PRITCHARD, John,—was, an the sth of February,
1742, appointed captain of the Lyme. In the month of
September following he was ordered to Elfinore in order
to convoy from thence the homeward-bound Baltic trade.
Immediately after his retorn he was removed into a fhip
of twenty guns, which, in all the accounts we have feen,
is called the Revenge. But we apprehend this to be a
miflake, as no #ip fo named, and of that force, appears to
have been in the navy. This gentleman, in 1744, com-
manded the Severn, of fifty guns; in which fhip he con-,
tinued alfo but a fhort time. Heafterwards wasuccef~
fively commiflioned 10 the Devonlliire and the Duke, but
in what year or years we do not precifely know. In

:Zgﬂ ble was put on the fuperannuated lift with the rank
ha '

. RODNEY, Lord.—We have
~ Jative 10 this nobleman, in addition to that account
‘publifhed of his lifc and family by Collins : neverthelefs,

£ A . 3

.

y of a rear-admiral. Haying thus honourably
retired from the fervice he continued to refide at Ply-
mouth, where he died about lhefz' 1779. o>

t few partienlars re-

] this
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this éircum(tance we hope will not be confidered asawant |
of induftry in ns, but as a proof of the general care and i
correétnefs of that heraldic author.
Grorce Bripers Ropney was the [econd fon of
Henry Rodney, of Walton-upon-Thames, in the county
of Surry, efq. and Mary, eldcit daughter and co-heir to
fir Henry Newton, kuight, envoy-extraordinary to Genoa,
Tulcany, &ca LL.D. judge of the high court of admiralty,
and chancellor of the diocefe of London. He was born
in the month of December 1717, and was baptized in the
parifh of St. Gearge in the Iields, in the coug?r of Mid-
dlefex, on the 13th of February following. Having en-
tered at @ very early age into the navy, he gained much
reputation and efteem, while in the more fubordinate
ranks, of thofe who were his fuperiors in command,
He was taken, early in the vear 1742, by Mr. Mathews,
to be one of his lieutenants when that gentleman pro-
ceeded to the Mediterranean as commander-in-chief” on
that (tation, having his flag on board the Namur, He
was promoted by that admiral to be captain of the Ply-
mouth, of fixty guns, on the gth of November 1742.
This commiffion was confiemed by the admiralty board,
but he removed, not long afier his return to Lngland,
tnto the Sheernels, a [rigate of twenty guns.  This com- -
miflion was dated in the month (nly Kuguﬂ 17435 and
about the (ame time in the enfuing vear he was promoted
to the Ludlow Caftle®, of forty-four guns. He does not
appear, during this period, to have met with any opporty=-
nity of acquiring either fame, popularity, or fortune,
How long he continued in the Ludlow, Caltle is not
precifely known,but could not have beenfor any greatlength,
of time, for, in the month of May 1746, he was cap!ai’f‘l
of the Fagle, a new fhip of {ixty guns, then employed as
a cuifegem the Irith ffation, In’this occupation he had
. the good fortune to capture two very ftout privateers, one
of them a Spaniard, called the Efperance, of ixtcenguns,
with one hundred and thirty-fix men, which he carried into
Kinfale; and the other ‘a French fhip, formerly the vs
. Shoreham frigate, and when captured retaining the fame \
~ mame, carrying twenty-two. guns and two hundred and "
fixtymen. Hecameup with thelatter afterachaceof fixteen
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hours, and carried it into Crookhaven in the month of
O&ober. - He cortinued in the Eagle during the remain-
der of the war, and was one of the commanders under the
orders of rear-admiral Hawke, in the month of October
1747, at the time he attacked, and defeated L’Etendiere’s
fquadron. On this occafion he behaved with much fpirit,
and may be faid to have then laid the fonndation of that
popularity he afterwards in fo high a degree poffeiled.

Ihe Eagle was, at one time in the action, engaged with
two fhips at once; and, in confequence of having been
fo warmly concerned, had her wheel fhot away, as well
as her braces and bowlings, fo that the fhip was abfolutely
ungovernable. In this very fhattered condition fhe fell on
board the Devonfhire at the very time the admiral was
<ivuding into action to her fupport. Captain Rodney was,
in the month of November following, one of the principal
evidences againit capiain Fox, of the Kent; and declared,
that while he was engaged between two fires, as already
defceribed, captain Fox had it in his power to have come
up 1o his fupport, but did not. It is, however, the opi-
nion of fome, that captain Rodney was, on this occafion,
rather too harfh und fevere, owing, probably, to that de-
gree of irritution which fome men feel, when they con-
ceive themfelves negleéted or abandoned.

The peace had not been long concluded when captain
Rodney was, in the mondi of March 1749, appointed to
the Rainbow, a fourth rate, and, on the gth of May fol-
lowing, was nominated governor and commander-in-chief
in and over the ifland of Newfoundland. Immediately
afterwards he proceeded thither with the fmall {quadron

fannually fent there, i tiine of peace, for the prote&tion
of the fithery. In theeniuing year he was fimilarly oc-
cupied with the additienal employment of feagghing for
an ifland, faid 10 have beenWitcovered in latitude o' N,
about three hundred leagues to the weltward of Scilly.
He was not, however, fortunate enough to difcover this
Utopian country. In the Reading Mercury of April 16,
1752, and not improbably in many other newlfpapers of

the fame date, is the following article of intelligence.
“

re Rodney arrived this day at Woolwich:
e cruiled ten daysin queft of the ifland faid fo have been

* difcovered by captain Aton.  The men at the malt head

were
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were more than once deceived with thofe appearances
which the failors call fog banks, which we may fuppofe to
have been the befl folution of the fuppofed difcovery.”

10 the month of May 1751, a day or two only after he
had failed on the expedition (it it deferves that name) lafl-
mentioned, he was chofen reprefentative in parliament for
the burough of Sitafh. Some time after his retarn he
marricd, on the 2d of February, 1753, Mifs Jane Comp-
ton, daughter of Charles Compton, efq. and filter to
Spencer, then earl of Northampton, He was about the
fame time appointed captain of the Kent, of feventy guns,
commiffioned as a guardihip at Portfmouth®,  He re-
tained the above command till the year 1755, when he
was promoted 1o the Prince George, of minety guns, at
Portfmouth.  This fhip not being employed on any me-
morable or diftihguithed fervice, we do not find any par-
ticular mention ade of captain Rodney ull the year
1757, when he commanded the Dubling of feventy-four
guns, to which thip he was appointed in the month of
April.  He ferved this year, under the command of fir
Fdward Hawke, in the memorable but too fuccefslefs
expedition againlt Rochfort ; and, us being the oldeft cap-
tain in the flecer, was one of the members of the council
of war.  In the following fpring he was ordered to Lou-
ifburg with admiral Bofcawen ; but his having been a

mrty concerned in this expedition was merely accidental,

I.c having been ordered out to [upply the place of captain
Bentley, whole fhip, the Invincible, was unfortunately
loft by runming on a thoal in going out.

Nothing material occurred to him whike thus emn-
ployed, except that the Dublin being very fickly he
was obliged to bear away for Halifux. This was the laft
fervice in which he was engaged as g private captuin, for,
cathermli of February, 1759, he was advanced 1o be

* rear-airal of the blue. The hrft occupation in which he
was employed as a flag officer, was the command of a
fmall fqlrl({mn of fhips of war and bomb veficls, equipped

* During this period, tkat is to fay fome litte time afier the
m:{ the gew parliament, he was returoed as member for the
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for an expedition againft Havre de'Grace, where, as it was
faid, a largequantity of fiat boats were built or colleéted,
and a variety of other preparations ftill more formidable
and expenfive were 1aking, in aid of the armament
equipping, by order of the French government, for the
invafion of Great Britain or Ireland.

This [ervice he exccuted, having hoifted his flag on
board the Deptford with the greateft adrortnefs, difpatch
and fuceefs, Fur, having on the 3d of July, anchored in
the great road of Havre, he immediately made the
neceflary difpofitions to carry his orders into execution.
The bomb-ketcheswere placed in the narrow channel of the
river leading upto Harfleur, that being the moft pmﬁer,and,
indeed, only fpot from whence the expedled deliruftion
could he effeéled, the fhips of war being at the fame time
judicioufly flationed to fupport and protett them.  All thefe
neeeffary and prelininary arrangements being made early
in the morning of the 4th, the bombardment immediately
commenced and continued, without intermiflion, for fifty-
two hours.  So fuccefsfully was this fervice executed that
the town was sepegtedly in flames in diffcrent parts: the
grand magazine of flores for their flat boats burnt with
the greatcil fury for fix hours, in fpite of every poflible
effort made by the enemy to extinguifh it. A confider-
able number of the boats themfelves were overfet, funk,
or fo mueh damaged as to be of no farther fervice. To
complete the good forture which attended the operations
of this little armament, this fuceefs was atchieved with
very inconfiderable lofs 1o the bold affailants, theugh many
of the enerpy's fhot and Mhells fell and burlt among the
Jboats and bomb-ketches. ** Thus had Mr. Rodney the
happinefs (as Collins_remark:) of torally fruftiating the
deligns of the French cour, and fo completely riined not
only the preparations, but the port itfelf, as Toevalarfe-
nal, fo that it was no longer in a (tate to annoy Great
Britain during the continuance of the war”

In the month of Auguft he again repaired o his ffarion,
but no farther injury to the enemy remained to be effeéted.
On the 24th of September he returned into port to vic-
tual, and fo expeditious was he, that in two days afier-
wards he once more failed for Havre ; (o thet, by keeping
the enemy in a perpetval flate of alarm and anx:":;yd, he
: ered
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rendered theni incapable of making the fmalleft effir o
reftore or repair thofe fhattered remains which the p e |

crding_cunﬂa_gmibn had left undeftroyed.  He continued
occupied precifely in the fame line of fervice during the
year 1760, but the only remarkable occurrence which
took place was the deftruétion of fome of the enemy’s
boats in the month of July, @ fervice more remarkable
and ufeful from the confequences it produced than for
\:}I?F immediately appeared on the face of the encounter
itfelf.

He drove five flat.bottomed boats afhore that were
laden with cannon and fhot, and totally deftroyed
them, together with a fort, under which they ran for pro-
teftion, at Port Baffin; at the fame 1ime::£:|éxiersh__ _

“were in company, cleaped; with the grea ifficulty, v
the river Ort?c. {;;:dingP:g Cuen. '15;11'.- enemy had aﬂz
in the middle of the day, with the greatelt confidence,
from Harflour, having théir colours flying, and making all
the extravagant parade frequently atrendanton préfumptive
fecurity, The hillson each {ide of the river, and the walls
of Havre de Grace, were covered with {pe@ators, who
were aftonifhed that the Englith fquadron made no
motion whatever.  The admiral knew it would be to
no H:ur&ql'e to attempt any thing till the veflels had
palled the river Ome, as, till then, they had it in their
power to take fhelter in feveral fmall ports: how-
ever he kept his eye conftantly on them, and had given
directions to his fquadron to be ready the moment he made
the fignal to chace. When the enemy got the length of
Caen river they kept ftanding backward and forward upon.
the fhoals, and the admiral plainly perceived they inrended.
to pufh for it after dark ; vpon w{.ich he gave direftions to
his finall veffels, the mament the dgy clofed, to make all the

Lait-poflible for the mouth of the niver Orne, to cut off the

* enemy's retreat, and with his other fhips made the urmoft
difpatch, without fignal, for the flecp of Port Baffin.
This had the defired efteci ; the enemy were met by two
of his ‘gndron, difguifed like Dutchmen, who turned

them, off Point Percec : when perceivi r their It
cut off, they ran afhore and lhefmnm b
They werewermarkable i vflds upwardsof onehundred 2
feet long, and  of containing fi thmqﬂm ok
dred men for a night’s run. This fuccefs had the P ]
Yor V. V. 4Uis Q gL effedt,

el o U 1 : - = '*- 2 I'_:'_L‘, ..i

L »



y ;= ; T

' - " o e A * f = 3
z':;o LIVES AND CHARACTERS OF L
_j"p-‘ - & dAodtl ‘i" R, = ’ .
offe@, the enemy having unloaded one hundred other boats.
that were ready 1o (ail, and fent them all up again to Rouen,

~ He continued on the fame flation during the remainder
of the year, and for a confiderable part of the enfuing, dif~
playing much diligence and obtaining many advantages,
which, though of a tivial nature, were all which the
caution of the enemy would permit him to obtain. In
the new parliament convened in 1761, he was elefted
member for Penryhn, in Cornwall, and in the following
autumn was appointed commander-in-chief of the expe-
dition then fitting ont for the reduétion of the French
ifland of Martinico. He failed from Spithead, on the
18th of Oétober, in the Marlborough, with the Modefte, -
Vanguard, Nottingham and Syren ; the Grenada, Thun-
der and Bafilifk bomb-ketches, with the Fly floop of war.
He amived in the beginning of November at Barbadocs,
where he was joined by commodore Barton and a convo
from Belleifle, with a part of the army that had been juit
before employed in the conqueft of that ifland; as he was
foon afterwards by a fecond corps from North America,
under the command of general Monckton. - All the t

and thips deflined for this expedition, being colle&ed,
the rear adiniral proceeded to Martinico, off which ifland
he atrived on the 7th of January.

The neighbouring baticries of the enemy, which de-
fended the coaft in St. Aune's bay, being filenced, the
troops were landed, without farther oppofition, on the 16th,
at Cas Navire. Such vigorous meafures ‘were purfued
that the citadel of Fort Royal furrendered on the gth of
February; and the Pigeon Illand, which formed the prin-
cipal defence of the harbour, in three days afterwards,
"Thefe fuccelfes were preliminary not only to the furrender
of the whale colony, which capitulated on the 13th of the,
fame month, but to that of the illands of Grenagda, St.
Vineent's, St. Lucia, and, in (hort, all the French pol-
&m"piu the Wefl Indies, which palled under the Bo-

" of Great Britain immediately afterwards.

S T
; o be admiral «F ' was o
_ the dignity of a baronet of Great Britain, by letters patent
g e oy s 17be 10 0 g of N

L3
e /0N !'k’ * On the aft of Oflober. ;
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vember * 1765, he was al:;poiuted_ mafter of Gresnwich=
hofpital.  In the month of November 1767, he was one of
the vice-admirals who fupported the canopy at the funeral
of his royal highnefs the duke of York. In the year
1768, on the diffolution of the parliament, he offered
humfelf as a candidate for the town of Northampton.
His ele®ion for that place he carried againft Mr.
Howe by a poll of 611 to 538, afier a ftrong and very ex-
penfive conteft, by which Ee very confiderably impaired
his fortune.  In the month of O&ober 1770, he was pro-
greflively advanced to be vice-admiral of the white and
red fquadrons ; and, in the month of Augult 1771, to be
rear-admiral of Great Britain. In the very early part of
this year he refigned the maflerfhip of Greenwich-hofpital,
and was immediately afterwards appointed commander-
in-chief on the Jamaica ftation, whither he repaired,
having his flag on board the Princels Amelia, of cighty
guns. The appointment of this fhip to that fervice was
intended as a particularand pointed compliment, it being
extremely unufual to fend a three-decked fhip on thar
ftation, except in time of a@ual war. It is faid the com-
mand in India wa:_ ?,I:'crcd to him,:hich he dcclijned, en-
tertaining hopes of being appointed governor of Jamaica
in cafc-o% the death of fir \vzﬁiam 'ls:)clawncy, who then
held that poft, and was faid to be in an ill flate of
health.

In this hope fir George was difappointed, and on his
seturn to England at the expiration of the time allotted
for the continuance of his command, retired to France, -
where he lived fome years in obfcurity, and, as it is con-
fidently afferted, in rather diftreffed circumftances. On

anuary 29, 1778, he was advanced, being then abfent in

rance, to be admiral of the white* The war breaking
. eutToon after this time, fir George was enabled, by the
liberal logn of a French nobleman, whizh he afterwards
very honourably repaid, to revifit his native country and
follicita comma He did not, however, ive any
appointment till the end of the year 1779, when he was
nominated commander-in-chief on the Leeward liland
ftation ; he agordingly hoilled his flag at Portfmouth,

\"'® Etroneonlly Rased, y Colljas, December ibe 3d. _
: o Bt Sags ) e
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on board the Sandwich, a fecond rate.  Intelligenee was
about that time received by the admiralty-board, that the
Spaniards had a force of twelve or thirteen fhips off Cape
St. Vincent, having procured information that fir George
was under orders, in his way to the Leeward Tilands, to
protect a convoy into Gibraltar for the relief of that
garnifon, then heavily threatened with a fiege, which foon
‘afterwards in reality commenced.  T'he force iftended to
proceed with him to his uitimate deflination was to confift,
exclufive of the flag-thip, only of three third rates of 74

uns each, namely, the Ajax, Terrible and Montague ; and
g‘lc treacherous intelligence afforded to the Spaniards of
this circum{tance recoiling on themlelves, proved their own
deftruction; the force under the rear-admirals Digby and
Rofs, confifting of fifteen or fixteen (hips of the line, was
ordered to proceed through to Gibraltar, inflead of quit-
ting fir George off Cape Finifterre as firft intended ;
the event is too recent to have been forgotten.

Previous, however, to this happ glorious circum-
{tance, fir George, who may ccnainfy be ranked amony the
molt fortunate men that cver appeared in the naval fervice,
fell in, on the 8th of January, about fourfcore leagues to
the N. E. of Cape Finifierre, with a Spanifh convoy from
St, Scbaftian’s, bound for Cadiz under prote@ion of the
Guipufcoana, of fixty-four guns, four frigates and two
corvettes, belonging to the royal company of the Carac-
cas. The merchant fhips amounted to fixteen fail, laden
principally with fiour, provifions and naval ftores; thefe,

her with the fhips of war, were all captured, without

~the fmalleft ‘difficulty or refiftance, which, indeed, would

* have been fruitlefs and extravagant in the extreme, confi-
dﬂing the very formidable force which furrounded them.

~ Purfuing his courfe towards Gibraltar, fir on the

- 16th of tghe fame month, fell in with Don Langara’s Tqma-

fw  dron, on their ftation off Cape St. Vincent, the particulars
~of which encounter will, perhaps, be beft given in his own

~words. , T
% Atone, P. M, the Cape then bearing north foiir
o S
- the d5.E. quarter; nee made a g ine.
'_-.f'“ of battleabrealt and bore down upon them ; Bt before that
. could be well effedted, I perceived the enemy were endea-
By v o SN vousing
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vouring to form a line of battle ahead upon the farboard
tack ; and as the day was fur advanced, being unwilling to
delay the altion, at two P, M, 1 hawled down the fignal
for the line of bartle abreaft, and made that for a general
chace; the fhips to engage as they came up by rotation,
and to take the lec-gage in order to prevent the enciny’s
retreat ihio their own ports.

“ At four, P. M. perceiving the headmolt fhips very
near t' e enemy, I made the gencral fignal 10 engage and
clofe. . In a few minutes the four headmoft fhips began
the allion, which was returned with great brifknefs by the
cnemy. At forty minutes palt four one of the enemy's
line of battle-fhips blew, up with 2 dreadful explofion, and
every perfon perithed. At fix, P. M. one of the Spanifh
fhips I‘{,;x:k. The aion and purluit continved with a
conftant fire till two o'clock in the morning; at which
time the Monarca, the headmaft of all the enemy’s thips,
having {truck to the Sandwich, after receiving one broad-
fide, and all firing having cealed, I made the fignal to
bring-to®." 5

n

* The fruirs of this viflory were, the Phanix, of cighty guns, the
flag-lhip of admiral Juan de Langara; the Monaren, sl'nm':tzil'a and
Diligente, of feventy guns each, captured ; and che St. Domi of
the {ame force, blown up in the atlion. The St. Julien and Sr. Enge-
mo, of leveaty guns, allo furrendered ; an oflicer, with fome men, were
:ﬂl on board one ofihem ; but thele fhips were after wards driven on fhore
y the violence of the wind, and the larter, il not both, torally lofl.
Oun the 2gth of February the thanks of the houfe of commons were:
unanimoufly voted 1o fir Rodaey for this great and imporant
fervice ; and the fame teflimony of gratitude was, on the nexs day,
offcred by the houle of lords slfe, On the Gth oh March, 1he free-
dom of the city of London was voted in common council, to be pres
{znted to bim, in a gold box of. an bundred guincas value: a fimilar
nnglime_umf ihe freedom of the city 6 Edinburgh having been pre-
vioully paid 40 him, - .
Sir had now the very zenith of popularity : the
praifes univer(ally lavifhed on him smounted almolt to idolatry. At
the general elettion which took place in the month of Sz-hriu
the cuerent year, be was, thor:ﬁ;idrm. ::.‘aea I!I;mhf* the n:yf
" i _ tation, and merely on
that high eflimation in which he was then held, pa y by chat
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“On the 18th the flect and cn_nfr' entered the gut, but
: ﬁoleaeg%”iﬁe wind, added 10 e Bveam oF'the

cu nted the Sandwich, and many other fhips,
from. to an anchor in Gibraltar Bay till the 27th.
The relief of that fortrefs, which was, as we have already

flated, the firlt object of this expedition, being hap-
pily, and, indecd, eafily accomplithed, fir George quitted
the bay on the 13th of February, and’parted company
five days afierwards with the rear-admirals Digby and
Rofs. "He arrived in the Weft Indies, without meeting
with the fmalleft finifter accident, in the month of March,
and immediately took upon himfelf the command of the
armament on that ftation, amounting, after the jun&ion
above-mentioned, to twenty fhips of' the line befides fri-
gates.  As foon as he had refrefhed the crews of his fhips,
and made fome neccffary arrangements, fir George
repaired to St. Lucia, where he arrived on the 27th of
Nﬁ'igh, and found that the enemy, who had for fome days
révious to his arrival made a nidiculous parade off Sr.
Lucia, with a fleet confifling of twenty-five fhips of the
line, had -thnught};zrr)pcr. on the news of his approach, to
retire into Fort Royal Bay a few hours only before he
yeached Gros Iflet. Asfoon as his fleetcould be putinapro-
per condition for immediate fervice, which was effeéted by
the 2d of April, he proceeded off Fort Royal, where for
two days he contlgued offering the enemy battle, who did
not think proper to accept fo fair and open a challenge :
he therefore left a fquadpron of his hcﬁai]ing copper-
fheathed fhips to watch the motions of the enemy, and
with the remainder returned t6 Gros Iflet Bay, where
he lay at fingle anchor, holding rimfelf in conftant readi-
nefs to purfue the enemy on the firft netice he fhould re-
“ceive of their having put to fea.
1n thie fiwvation affairs continved till the 15th, when
the enemy flipped our,*with théir whole im’g:. i the

the 14th of November his m!jrﬂy‘, as a very difiinguifbed mark

of his royal favour, t there was ac that time no vacant flall be-
~Jonging to the order of the Bath, nominated br George a

R 3 plits cquuliy Mighlp ihe spiaious 2 Shineicn
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middleof the night. Thisbeing made known to-ﬁrﬂw org ey
by his fquadmng::f ob!‘erurimfg, he immediatcly followe n} ;
and, after looking into Fort Royal Bay, and the road |
St. Pierre, got fight of them on the 16th, about eight
leagues to leeward of the Pearl Rock. By five o'clock in
the evening he had neared the enemy fufficiently to difl-
cover that their force confifted of rwenty-three fhips ofe
the line, une of fifty guns, three frigates, a lugger and a »
cutter, a force evidently f{uperior to his own, which
amounted to no more than twenty (hips of the line and one
of fifty guns, lome of which were in a very crazy ineffeftive
condition. The manceuvres of the enemy manifelted an
evident inclination to avoid an a2&ion, and it needed every
poffible exertion, on the part of the Britifh admiral, to pre-
vent their effeing that purpofe, which implicated with it
theirefcape, It was the intention of {ir George, ashe himfelf
declares in his difpatches, to have attacked only the rear
of the enemy’s line with his whole force, and thereby
compelled them to abandon the fhips, with which he
clofed, to his mercy, or engage him upon his own terms.
Some of the officers under his orders are faid 10 have
milunderftood Jhis fignals, and by that means to have
brought on a more general encounter, thip to (hip, than the
commander-in-chief intended. It is neither our bufinefs
nor inclination to do more on the prefent occafion than
to ftare the mere matter of fa&, without pretending to
enter into any, even the fmalleft difcuffion of the matter, or
prefuming to hazard the fhadow of un opinion, We
thall therefore content ourfelves with flating, in the pre-
cife words of fir George, that, * at the conclufion of the
battle, the enemy might be faid to be completely beat,”
But fuch was the diftance of the van and rear from the
centre, and the crippled tondition of feveral (hips, partie
cularly the Sandwich, which for twenty-four hours was,
with difficulty, kept above water, that it was impofiible
to purfue them that night without the greateft di -
tage : every endeavour however was ufed to put the fleet
in order, and on the 2gth he again got fight of the enemy.
.l-‘ll_:guémd rem for three fuccellive days but wit

» they ufing every endeavour polfible fo ayoid a
-~ fecond lgou, and uump‘e)blg'w pufl for 0i
4
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T'he Britith fleet cut them off ; and, to avoid a fecond an-
« esunter, took fhelter under the i and of Guadaloupe.

e

oAy
anded men.  He firfl , however, taok the precaution
tehing frigates to windward and leeward of every
, that he might have the earlieft notice of the ene-
§ approach towards Martinique, which.was the onl
place in thole feas where they could be properly refitted.
n the 6th of May intclligence was reccived of their ap-
“proach, and fir George put 1o fea in nearly the [ame force
as before. On the 10th he again got fight of thé enemy,
who perfevered in their dilinclination to hazard a conteft,
The French fhips had a very evident (uperiority in
point of failing, and this advartage encouraged them fre-
quently (v approacli very near the Britifh, fleet with
much feeming reflolution; but as fuon as they came
within little more than random fhot they always brought
to the wind, and retreated. A lucky change of the wind,
on the 15th, would have enabled the Britith admiral to
weather, and force them 1o an a&ion, had it not unfortu-
nately, when he had nearly gat up with the enemy, again
changed fix points, and once more reinftated them in
their original advantageous pofition to windward.

A partial aftion, however, took place between the
rear of the French and the van of the g:-iril’h fleet. which
was progu@ive of nothing decifive. A fecond fkirmifh
of the fame kind, and brought on nearly by the fame
means, again happened on the rgrh; and the condition
of many of the [hips not perm:tting fir George to perfe-
vere any longer in an hopelefs purfuit, which had already
drawn him forty leagues to windward of Martinico, he
fént three of his moft difabled fhips 1o St. Lucia, and with

¢ he made e:r.cry poflible expedition in refitting, re-
ling and watering his fleer.  He was the more in-.
is b iﬁteﬂ_igggt:rh&l:nd received from in
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confequently hoped to intercept and capture, or !
bgfwgthe rench fhips, which-had putinto Martinico in
a very ﬂizheumd cmdif tion, 1&0;1?!?& 239"13! i;nr. ﬁ}:}l. S In
this was unfortuna ifappointed, for the
niﬂimnl altered his original rcpndezvous,_which 5:;
known to fir George, and proceeded no farther than
Guadaloupe, from whence he detached a frigate to Mar-
tinico, deliring monfieur de Guichen would put to fea and
'inin him, as he accordingly did with eighteen fhips of the
ine.
The fuperiority of the combined fquadrons compelled
the Britith admiral to continue inactive, and merely on the
defenfive, till fome reinforcements, daily expcé’ﬁed from
England, fhould reach him. Thefe were fo late in their
arnval, that the approach of that feafon, when hurricanes
are generally cxﬁ’:(ftod, made it neceflary for the thips ro
feparate, as well for their own fafety as in order to
into execution a variety of fervices which were indif=
penfibly neceffary to be provided for. Sir George hav-
g made vp his different detachments repaired to
America, with eleven fhips of the line and four frigates.
No occurrence, in the [malleft degree interefting, took
place during the time he continued on the American
tlation, from whence he returned to the Weft Indies as
foon as the dangerous feafon, juft alluded to, was over.
It was, as may g;e well remembered, attended this year
with <circumftances of unufval horror, which were re-
ported to the admiral, and general Vaughap, the comman-
der-in-chief of the land forces, to have been particularly
deltructive to the fortifications ereéted by the enemy, on
the ifland of St. Vincent's, which they had made them [ilves
maiters of on the firt commencement of hoftilities with,
Great Britain. The probability of recovering,on ecafyterms,
fo valuable a poﬂ‘eIEon, induced the jéint commanders to
undertake an expedition againft it, on which fervice they
failed from Gros lilet Bay on December 14.  Ontheirar- -
rival off the ifland, on the following day, they found the
diftrefs, 10 which the enemy was reported as reduce
togerher wil?, the fuppofed ruinous ftate of their works,
was extremely mifreprelcnted and exaggerated : the troops,
which were not very numerous, were, hmnm%
but the impreguability of the enemy'’s pofition to fo .
- L . ; dqm -l
{ oy
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dequate a '~ being fully difcovered, the men were
immediately Yaken off without the fmalleft moleftation;
fo that though fuccefs was wanting, that want was not
attended with the fmalleil lofs, or fuperadded misfortune.

A reinforcement, confifting of feven fhips of the line,
arrived from England, carly 1n the year, under the com-
mand of rrar-a#miral Hood ; and inelligence of the
rupture, which had taken place between Great Britain and
the States General, quickly followed it. This was ac-
companied by inftruftions for the immediate attack of the
different Dutch polleflions in the Weft Indies, and parti-
cularly the iﬂam] of St. Euftatia, which had long become
the grand depot of naval and military flores.  From hence
the wants of the enemies of Great Britain were abundantly
fupplied, in defiance of ull treaties, and violation of every
thing like national faith,  The orders and information
it alluded ro arrived at Barbadoes, in the Childers, on the
17th of January. On the 3d of Fubruary the fleet, with
a fufficient detachment of foldiers on board, to fecure
conqueft, appeared before the ifland. Refiftance was not
even attempted, and the rock (for St. Euftatia is really no
more) together with the whale property it contained, to
the amount, as it was (aid, of ncarly three millions fterling,
fell under the dominion of Great Britain,

Al the effeéts found were immediately put, by the com-
manders-in-chief, fir George and general Vaughan, in a
ftate of confifcation, as a punithment for the conduét of the
inhabitants, who had, in conjunétion with the Dutch Weit
India company, and the merchants of Amflerdam, been, as
we have befors tated, in aconftam habit, during the whole
preceding pare of the war, of fupplying the united oppo-
aments of Britain—the Americans, the French, and the.
Spaniards, with naval and warlike ftores. With this
perfidious affiftance, fo.contrary to the good. faith of a
ncum:vmcr, they were enabled to fuftain an offenfive
war, which they mult otherwife have been compelled
totally to abandon, and have been content with acting on
the Lfeuﬁve only, perhaps not very fuccelsfully. Sir
- George in his difpatches makes ufe of the following very
ftrong expreflions relative to the foregoing traufaétions.
& I moft fincerely congratilate their lordfhips on the
fevere blow the Dutch Welt India compary, and the

-
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merchants of Amfterdara bave fuflained by the
‘capture of this ifland.” Generally fpeaking, his cen-
fure, and perhaps the very vigorous ieafures he took,
were by no means improper®.  Neverthelels, as in all
cifes of a fimilar nature to the prefent, perfons lefs eri-
minal mult be iavolved in an equal diftrefs with culprits of
the worlt and moft infamous defeription, fo 1 this
inftance did thofe who boaited themfelves of the former
clafs, excite fo tremendous a clamour, that Britain, almoft
with an appearance of turning traitor to itfelf, appeared,
with an unauimity conformable only to the [tricteft patrio-
tifim, acquicfting in the complaints of thofe who affeéted
popnlarity, eminence, and the vain honour of b:comirg
public charaers, and joined the caule of the guilty, by
condemning, unheard, the meafures of the Britith comman-
ders, .

The fubfequent events of the naval campaign in this
part of the world contributed, perhaps in no fmall degree,
to ftrengthen and give (pirit o this cenfure.  Sir George,
with two or three thips unly, remained at St Euftatia, as
was farcaflically, and, perhaps, untruly remarked, merely
to fuptrintend the fale of his prizes.  But this calumn
he afterwards very fairly refuted, on his return to England
at the clofe of thcgcar. by explaining in his placey as a
member of the Britith parliament, the fprings which

afluated

* The povare and patriotic opinion of ir George and his collea,
are well explaned by a &ulcnfc ina I'uhl'cqu:l:lndiipalch, dll.nF;.::
Euftutia, March 17th.

* Give me leave to congratolate your lordfhip ug the acquilition of
the two Duich colonies of Demarary and Ilequibo, upon the Spanifh
Main; and although more colonies have Turrendered upon the fup=
pofed terms granted o St Eoffatia, ye general Vaughan and myfelf
thought they ought 1o be pur quite qp a different footing, and not
treared as an ifland wholc inLl:iunu, though belonging to a flare who,
by public treaty, was bound to aflift Great Britain againfl her avowed
enemies, had, neverthelels, openly aflifled her public enemy, and the
rebels 1o her flate, withevery necefllary implement of war, and provi-
fions, iaufly breaking thole ureaties they had fworn ro maintain,™
“}l‘% With the illand of !:a.’!-uﬂaﬁl}nn.n:;ged one

merchant-fhips richly laden, one frigate irty-eight guns,
and five other hips and vcﬂc{l of war of inferior conl -
ng from fogrieen 1o twenty-fix guns, To render the fuccels com-
lconvcz,.:hich had failed for Enrope under proteélion of the
Lﬁ.lix_ty guo fhip, about thirry-fix hours before the arrival

:
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afluated his cendu@®. Having received advice from Eng-
land that a French fquadron of confiderable force had
failed from France, for the Weft Indies, under the
orders of the count De Gralfe, he detached rear-admirals
Hood and Drake, with eighteen fhips of the line, 10 in-
tercept him. The intelligence conveyed to him from
Europe unfortunately was erroneous, for the force of the
enemy proved to be far fuperior o the Britith fleet fent to
oppoie them, as it confifted of twenty-one fhips of the line
in the befl condition.  The event was negatively unfor-
tunate, as the French admiral, by fuftaining a diltant and
defenfive action, was cnabled to make good his pailage
into Port Royal.  Sir George inftantly, on receiving in-
telligence of the enemy having parried his attack, put to
fea with his two remaining fhips, the Sandwich and
Triumph, fending orders to the Panther to join him ar
fea, which when effected, he proceeded off Port Royal
with his fquadron, to offer battle to the enemy with a
force of twenty-one {hips of the line. '
The count, notwithfianding he out-numbered fir George,
by {everal fhips, ufed every poffible manceuvre to avoid an
action, and by a feint antacked the ifland of St. Lticia i
the beginning of themonth of May. After a failyre in
that atempt, which was reprefented by the court of Ver-
failles as by no weans intended in a ferions light, the
enemy, after a defultory previous affault, fell, with their
whole force, on the iflard of Tobago, which furrendered
to them, without much refiftance, on the 2d of June. Sir
Gct)rgc, with a flect inferior in number by three fhips,
purfued them won the firlt notice of their attack. Their
fuccefs, as juf} related, had already taken place; and,
potwithitanding their [uperiority in numbers, the enemy
continued to manifelt every dilpofition, every intention of
avoiding an action. Sir George confidering the “ma-
peeuvees of the French admiral as merely intended to

of fir was purfued by a fmall detachment under in
&%hﬂl ueie, and the whole of them . m }

 of May, foon after intelligence of the Nuccels was

ved in England, his rujelly was pleafed 10 fertle an annvity of

' on fir George, I].,onildym. 1000l. on

y and 1001, ou cach of the younger children :
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decoy him into the Channel between Grenada and the
Spanifh main, where the Britifh fleet wouid, in all
bability, been driven far to leeward by the rapidity of the
current, afted with proper caution to aveid falling into a
fnare, which might have endangered the fafety of the
othercolonies in that quarter of the world {till apperaining
1o Britain.

The enemy on their ‘ran perfevering in the lioe of con-
duct they had before difplayed of avoiding all conteft,
where fuccels was in the (malleft degree doubtful, the
fhort remainder of the fealon paffed on without affording
any occurrence worthy. our remembrance. When the
approach of the hurricane months, and the departure of
the French admiral for America, made it again neceflary for
the Britith naval force 1o proceed thither, fir € ' re-
figned the command of the fleet to fir Samuel Hood, and
fhifting his flag to the Gibraltar, which (hip needed fomne
confiderable repairs, failed for England, where he
arrived at the clofe of the year, though ina very indifferent
ftate of health, for the recovery of which he had returned.
His conduk during the preceding unfuccefsful, and in
fome degree difaffrous campaign, became the immediate
fubje@ of enquiry in the houfe of commons; but he
appears 10 have very honourably acquitted himfelf, by
completely refuting every particular of the charge ad-
duced againft him *.

On

* Afier a [hort.preface he faid, that when lie red before St.
Euftatia it was for the purpole of cutting off, fupplics from the
enemy, and with the fixed reflolution not 1o grant any terma to the
johabitanes.  The Dutch, though numiul]:' the friends of this
country, had; duriog the courle of his command in the Well Iadies,
been friends of our encmies. To punilh and check bath, ng«
thing had appeared more effeflual than the redution of an ifland, the
inh!imm of which were animated with a rooted averfion 1o us, and
the mofl cordial regard for our enemies. Among thofe inhabitants
there were many, who, while they cilled themfelves Englilimen,
were not afhamed 1o difgrace lhcmZhenad their country, by allifling
her encmies with the means to wound her : fuch people delerved no
favour, and to them he had refulved to thew none. But when he feized
nlhhepmpm{‘wdu ifland it was not for his own ufe, at the time
and ever fince he thoughe it would Iﬂhfﬂh!heﬁ‘.ﬂﬂ that it
“was his duty to fee the moft made of it 10 inta the public trea~
fare; he wifbed not for a filling of ir: he had no other idea at that

- : ' wus
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On the 6th of November he was advanced, on the deatf
of the late lord Hawke, to be vice-admiral o% Great
ritain,

time but thet the whole belonged of right 1o his country, and theres
fore in all he had done for the prefervavon of that property, it was
for his country, and not for limfell, that he had been aling. The
konouratle wember* cliarged him with having fuffered the flores, pro-
vifions, &r. to be carried into the enemy’s ports, direétly or gireuit-
oufly, through the neutral iflands; butthiswas THE VERY ReVERSE
or 181 TH, for he had given orders that none of the flores or pro-
vifions fhould be fold, but fent to bis majefly’s yard at Antigua.  So
flsi€L had he been wn this refpedt, that he was not futished with exa-
mining the clearance ofevery thip that went out, but canfed ber toanchor
under his ftern, that fhe might be examined by commillioned officers,
and if fhe had more provifions on board than were meccllary for the
voyage they were always taken our Se much for the manner of fale
znd wonfifcation of property belonging to people who had fupplied
the Americans with every article neeellary for fitiing out a fhip, they
themfelves being barely able to build the hull and put in the mafls.
He had been charged with remaining inaflive for three months ax
St. Euflatia: his anlwer was, that he had in that time planoed two
expediions which he was jufl on the point of carrying into excention,
the one againfl Curacoa, the other againfl Surinam, when he reccived
advice from the commander of a convoy, by a quick failing veffel, thar
be had feen ten or twelve French fail of the line, with about feventy
wranfports, flecring for Martinique, and that he had kept them in
fight for two days. This intelligence made him renounce his de
sgainil the Dorch (eirlements, and he difpatched fir Samuoel Hood, withs,
fitien fail of the line, 1o crwile in the wrack of Martinique. Sit
Samucl Hood was as good an officer,if not a better, than himfelf, and
therefore there was no crime in difpatching him on that fervice, and he
thought Gifteen thips were quite abrc to fight ten or twelve,  Unfortn-
nitely the intellige ace had not been troe with refpeét tp the real number
of the enemy ; and fir Samuel had been driven fo far 1o leeward, that he -
could not prevent The fhips in Fore Royal from getting out to join
De Graffe. 'This, however, was not a fault, it was unavordable. Hm
inflruélions had been good. He had ordered the ifland 1o be blocked
wip, 3nd that Irigates be flarioned ten, fficen, twenty, thirty,
forty, fifiy leagues from the lhore in the wrack of the y-

3 to the fhips be had detsined at St. Euftatia, the ich and
the Triumph, were at the time in fo bad a condition that he jatended
to fend them home with the firfl convoy. : . -

As loon us he heard of 1he affair berween fir Samuc) Hood and the
comte De Gralle, be .g':ined the flect with a determined refolution 10
renew the aflion, if the encmy would give biw 3 faic opportunity of
ml. Wien the French landed at St. Lucia he b

bave had the defired opporiuity 1o come to-aftion, §f inte

ould & df :
had not been 10 the cnemy that he
wumu-mﬁum-m?&% -
o i i Tiu
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Bfinir_a. and lientenant of the pavies and feas thereof ;
and was, in a few days afterwards, reappointed to the

a duplicate of it foon followed : the firft reached its addrefs, the
fecond was intercepied; the contents were, that the Englith were
doubling Guadaloupe, and in twenty-four hours would be upon the
French admiral with their whole force.  This put an end to, whae
comte De Graffe called his feint againfl St. Lucia, for before day-break
he cmbarked the troops, and failed away.

With regard to Tobago, as foon as be heard it had been artacked
be immediately fent rear.admiral Drake with fix fail of the line 10
relieve it. Thib he thought a fufficient force, as he underflood that
the defeent had been covered only by two or three fhips of the line;
the fix he fent againft them were the beft fatlers, in the bell condition
of any in bis flect, and all copper-bottomed. When he found the
whole of the enemy's Reet was at fea he was obliged 1o watch their
motions: they endeavoured to allure him to leeward, but if he had
attempted 10 follow them Barbadoes would have fallen; he theres
fore was obliged to keep 1o windward, ftill determined wo luctour the
ifland. He difpatched to Tobago three officers in three different veft
(els ; 1two of them fell into the ﬁnd: of the encmy, the third to
the houle of a planter, and there, to his great lurpnze, learned that
the illand had lurrendered two days before. 1t was furiher told by him
that 1b,000 men covld not rerake it at this time the two fleets were
in fight of the ifland.  As 10 the charge brought by the governor of
Tobago, all he would add to what he had already faid, was, that the
guns-be had fent the year before, for the defence of the ifland, had
never been mounted.  Asto the difaller in America, he would tell the
houfe what fteps he had taken 1o prevent it.  He had {ent ro the com-
mandersin-chief at Jamaica, ordering him to detach the Prince William
and Torbay to America with the greateft di (patch ; and he had fent allo to
the commander-in-chuef in Amenca, defiring he would colleft his whole
force and meet him with it off the Capes of Virginia ; requefling him,
that if he could not meer him he would let him know it by one of his
frigates. No anfwer, however, had been lent 1o him or o ir §. Hood,
for he himfell was 1o ill that he was coming hom®. He had fent
twice to the admiral at Jamaica, and thece times to the admiral at New «
York. One ofhis three dilpatches milcarried, the veflel that conveyed
it being forced ou fhore by lome privatcers: and trom that circume
flance IE: had Hearned, always in futnre, %o keep copics of cvery dif-

tch, for of that be had none.  If the admiral in America had been

ortunate enough to meet fir Samucl Hood near the Chefapeak, the
probability was, that De Gralle would have been defeared, and the
lurrender of lord Cornwallis prevented.

The lafl charge was, that he had brought home the Gibraltar. The
Faft was, [he was in a very bad coodition, and he had not been withour
his fears he fhould not have been able to have got her home, for
by fome error at Plymouth, before fhe went out laft, a part of the
St G Bough perbepe e Sl two docher 1 o6 wbnlas 10

NgeT ; rhaps t two in the world, ie
was witl th‘:p&ﬁn:d. Welt
» €
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Weft India command. He in conﬁycn&ﬁ‘, d Ris
flag on board the Arrogant; from which fhip he foon
afterwards removed into the Formidable, a fecond
He proceeded for the Weft Indies with 2 fquadron of
twelve fhips of the line, and, after uniting with fir
Samuel Hood, being joined by fome other fhips difﬁ:lcﬁed
after him from Edgland, found himfelf at the head of
a flcet confifting of thirty-fix fhips of the line. The fhips
from Europe having recruited their water, fir George put
to fea with his whole force, in hopes of intercepting fome
reinforcements for the French fleet, which were then
daily expefled from Europe.  In this he was difappointed,
and on receiving informaiion of thofe getting into Port
Royal, he returned to Grofs 1flet Bay, in the ifland of St.
Lucia, from whence he might be berres able w keep a
watchful eye on the French fieet, than he could by
continuing to cruife. The count De Grafle put
to {ea on the 8th o April, and fir George purfuing him
with the utmoft fpeed, came up with his fleet under
the ifland-of Dominica. The French a&ing with that
caution and attention to avoiding a general aétion which
uniformly warked their conduét, a partial action only took
place for that time; but the Britith fleet continuing to

rfve one of the enemy's fhips difabled in the former

irmifh, it was left fo far aftern that it was very evident,
without fpeedy and effeétual fuccour, it muft have fallen
into the hands of fir George. The count De Grafle, in
hopes of refcuing it, and Wil preferving his defenflive
fyltem of attion, bore down with much apparent refolu-
tion.  He approached, however, fo near, that fir George

Sfound himfelf enabled, afier an heavy cannonade between
the two fleets 1u pathng cach other on cont tacks, to
weather the enemy and force them o an action, which
_ended not till, as the admiral exprefied himf{elfy the fetting

. fun pur an end 1o the conteft. "LI'be viQory was complete
~and decifive; the French commamlcr-in-gltf himfelf in
the Ville de Paris, of one hundred and t1en guns, together
‘with the Glorieux, the Cafar, the He@or, of feventy-

- four guns cach; and the Ardent of fixty-fuur, were ca
: ‘gﬁ:;eﬁdu one fhip of fevmry-.four gnns funk in t
Cencounter,  This fignal fuccefs is faid to chave been

- pringipally owing to the fkilul manceuvre, till that time

3 . 8-
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As foon as the principal and moft urgent damages fuftained

by the fleet were repaired, fir Samuel Hood was detached,
‘with twelve thips of the line, round the ifland of Porto
Rica, through the Mona Paffage, in purluit of fuch fu%i-

‘tives as might have taken that route.  He was fo fuccefs-

ful when procecding 10 Cape Tiberoon, which was the ap-
pointed place of rendezvous, that be caprured two thips of
fixty-four guns, a frigate of thirty-two, and a corvette®.
“This fuperadded fuccefs, joined to the lofs of one or two
thips of the line, which foundered or were w

in attempting their efcape, under Vandrueil, to St. Do-
mingo, diminifhed the Frenchflect ta nine or ten fhips of
the line, and rwo veflels of fmaller ratz.  Sir George plr-
fuing bis courfe with fuch part of his force as had fﬁ:m_
the greatell damage in the preceding a&ion, joined réat.
admiral Hood on the 261h of April off Caze_{r.ibc

and having left that gentleman with a very ftrong force to
criife, procesded with the remainder to Port' Royal,
where he arrived in fafety on the 29th of the fame
month. y -
{2: intelligence of this important defeat was received

in England with an unayimons snd almoft frantic joy, -

for the people, difpirited by the conquélts of the enemy in
former years, could fearcely difpollefs themfelves of a
fear that they would be repeated, and lhqtf-!bi:irﬁ_
would continue, in cffeét, to ride triumphant i the

by their ex:reme and 100 fuécefsful caution in prevehting
the Britith -admiral from fully clofing with, and b

them 10 a decifive aGtion.  Previous to its arrival the ree
of fir George had been detormined on by the new admi-
niftration, the greater part of .whole members 1
his opponents and aceufers op the St. Euflatia ¢
verfy. His fucceffor, admiral Pigot, was not onl
sointed, but had aétually embarked and failed on boar
the Jupiter to take upon him his-comnﬁxd;.;gugin,

Thefe fhips were not prefent. in the p;wdhg Elion,

bgen
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p(5 ordering him tareﬂmqih:-im‘me&u!;l__ diately
Plymouth, it came too late to effedt its
ofe..” Snccefs, as is almoft invariably the cafe, raifed
sorge from that indifferent rank in the public opinion -
hich he had been held for fomeritme, throughthe clamour
of thofe ondemned hischaflifement of die Dutchy and
he became raifcd on an infldnt.to the higheft pinnacle of
larity. The people adored him *, miniflers careffed
him, aud the fovereign ennobled him, for he was advanced,
bg patent bearing date June the 2gth, 1782, to the rank
of a peer of Great Britain by the title of baron Rodney,
of Rodney Stoke, in the county of Somesfet. For the
better fupport of this dignity, and asa more fubfantial
refuuneration for the f{ervices juft ftated, the houfe of
commons, on the 11t of July following, voted a penfion of
2060l. per ammm, fettling iv-not only on his lordthip
but url'l fuch as (hould al%cwards fucceed to and enjoy
the title. .
Nothing occurred material enough to demand our parti=
cular notice during the time of his lordfhip’s.continuance
i the Welt Indies, from whence he returned foon after
Mpr. Pigot's arrival. Having (hifted his flag into the
Moutague, of feventy-four guns, he failed from Port
5:.{“ on the 23d of July, and arrived, without
th any extraordinary occurrence, at the Cove of Cork,
+ on the 7th of September.  After this time his lordfhip-
never took spon him any command, or interfered in
ublic bufinefs farther than by his occafional attendance 1o
isduty as a peer in parliament.  He dicd in London on
the a4th of May, 1792+, Ttisalmolt needlefs to ndrd any
o obferva-

)
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h we truft we l'nnre  impartially given,,
nith the reader with ve cient opﬁorlun
inging itin his own mind. uaﬁnr we fha begbncﬁ

10 rk, that though he was condenined by fome he expe~
rienced no harder fate than has befallen many of his very
brave poraries. Applauded, as we have feen him, by
n w er number, Eu merit muft be in fome degree
M* it ‘epubled him to ftem ' completely a
torrent of cenfure, which though probably not entirely
undeferved, was at leaft unwarranta ll_y exaggerated, and

induftrionfly ed by everyart, fome of them of the
meaneft h ich the mahgmty of hls enemies could
myent.

One of his moit powerful opponents, on a motion
made ~one of the ﬁ!::nds of th ex-miniftry to cenfurg
thofe advifed the recal of the admiral, declared, in the
houfe of commons, in an extraordinary and peculiar
flile of infulting pancgyric, ** That he would advife his
!'ntuds to leave matters as they then ftood ; his late glo-
nigus victory had hufhed the murmurs which had fo much
En:va:led againft him for his conduét at St. Euftatia;

ut that if minilters were prefled on the [core of their ill-
ufuage of the admiral, they muft of nacefﬁty expufe that
which they wifhed to bury in oblivion.”" In the former
part of his fpeech the fame gentleman was indecent enou
to make the fnllumng allufions which, in bare juilice to
his lordhip's charaéler, we think it our duty to animad.
vert on and condema in the moft decided manner. “ There
are cafes (faid he) in which it would be neilher wife noe

Alresford, Hamplhire: I'llviug’?;: ifue one danghier, Jane, vbo
Muu‘l@. and was baried ot Old Alresford ; and wwo fons, 1.
Gﬂ.- , who fuccecded to the titlej and, 2d. James, who commanded

floop of war, ud'nhﬂu{umAuguﬂ 1776, unmar-

nmicd feco Henricita, ter of
ﬂm nd”:dl'ne are, two lons ndja:

! ﬂ...jobn. boqulo. 1765, now a captain in the royal
3 Ja Dccem r 24 ﬂﬂ Henricta, bomn J
: lﬁmwémm '?E

| ’r'u-'.ﬁ‘ﬂﬂ:- it

or * maﬂ'd this noble lord; ﬁtm. qn-d
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meafure jike that at prefent under difcuffion, for though
a commander might have the hearts ﬁf'the'PﬂﬂPlto'M}
pofiibly, fich a nian might prove a traitor and render his

recal peceffary, when it might be impradent to give -
caufe of it 1o the world.” “The infinuation here intended
is too dark, too defpicable, 1o require any refutation or
anfwer ; nor fliould we have mentioned it but for the
urpofe of (howing to what bafe lengths the influence of
'f‘laﬂy and polirical prejudice will force the human

is lordfhip, however, had the fatisfu&tion of feeing his
popularity rife [uperior to the mamam_ amalice of his
enemices, on which alone was grou the whole of his

perfecution,  We may conclude our account with
briefly obferving, that t]‘;ough in private life he pofieffed

a contevpt of money, which led Kun into extravaganci
and difficulties fearcely julltifiable, ar pitiable, yet thofe
very diltreffes appear to have carried with them a fufficient
unifhment to render all pofthmmous cenfure unneceflary.
fven his moft violent opponents muft admirt, that no
commander ever yet lived who had the good fortune to.
atchieve fo many notable fervices, or reduce and deftroy,
by the flect under his immediate command, fo great a

number of the enemy’s fhips*. .

SMITH, Elliot,—was, in the year 1741, commander
of the Fly floop of war, a veflel on the Lifbon flation.
Tu the month of November he caprured and carried into
the Tagus a large Spanifh tranfport, with ordnance ftores
and fome foldiers, wrﬁch is the only mention we find made
of him while thus employed.  On the 251h of February,
1741-2, he was promoted to be captain of the Advice, a
un thip. 'i'{e was nogt~leng afteswards ordered to

il L

: thcy eft Indies, and retumed from thence in the montls -

' .ﬂmm. 1744. Mecretained that command beyond ever
that

time, if we may credit a lift of the navy made out
he end of #‘;, in which hismame is inferted as -
ig 10" hold i, We do not, however, find

-4
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don made of him ; rior, indeed, d
« ever obtained :_lnyfuhfelgumt'cnm and.
d altogether from' the fervice, on be

on the 31t of Murch 1769.
wnt of the Falmouth, a fhip of fifty guns, ordered
coalbof Africa, with a fmall fiuadron Tent thither
r. | J}hnifun._ : ) fj!c_‘! arriv;d at _M:aj!_gim the

. route of this fhip was changed, in conlequence of private
inftru&ions to I:hg ecommodore, and fa?llcd for ]al:mm;-..
In the paffage his captain, whoft name we have not been
to alcertain with precifion, having afted impraperly,

was confined by Mr. Stevens, who cerried the fhip to her
¢ of deflynatian. Itis not improbable he remained on

that ftation, as we find him promoted there, by Mr. Vernon,
in 1741, from the rank of lieutepant Lo be commander of
the Cumberland firethip®,  On the 11th of Janvary,.

) e captains-in Greenwich-hofpital, He
:?S"r?l-:ggns, Charles.—This genileman was, in'1737,

1741-2,"he was advanced to be captain of the Ludlows

aftle, a’ of forty-four guns, on the {ame f{tation;
He was ord from thence, with a fleet of merchant-.
fhips under his convoy, in the autumn following ; but
having met with a violent gale of wind on the Kﬂlh“_of
O&tober, was obliged to put back to Antigua for the pur-
pofe of rehirting, and afterwards repaired to Kngland.

He continued in the Ludiow Calftlé, or °§‘f of com-
miflion for fome time after his return 10 England ;
but in September 1744, was promoted tothe Pont.

tand, of fifiy guns. He appears 10 have been principally.

employed as a erviler; and, in the morgh of Fefmnry.
g:,s. 6, had the good fortuge to fall in with and capture,a
Erench thip of war, moGntiNg filty guns: the circum-
Mances of which aftion are thus related by hirafelf.
4 On the gth inflant, at’ fuél: in the afternoon, Scilly
““bearing N. by W, diltauce twenty-feven lcagues, in the
Aatitude of 49. 00. N. with his majefly's fhip Portlai
under my command, 1 engaged the 2 :

#
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‘After two hours and a half clofe a&ion fhe firuck
having fifty men killed and ninety-four wounded, all
‘her mails fo fhattered that they went by the board, and fo
many fhot in the hull, that, with the late hard eafterly
wind, 1 was obliged to put away with her before it one
hundred leagucs to the weftward, and am now towing her
fer‘FlEnout , Scilly bearing E. N. E. ninety-five leagues.
My officers and men hehaved with the braveft gallantry,

- and were greatly rejoiced 10 have met fo equal a foree, 10
try the firength of ‘his majefty's arms. We have loit
three feamen and two marines killed, with feven feamen
and fix-marines wounded; my ftanding and running ﬁ
ging almoft fhot away: ftanding-malt and fore-top-ma
wounded, but not difabled; main-yard quite deftroyed : 1
am now making anather, and as the wind is now fetting in *
wefterly, T hape foon to add to fiis majelty’s fleet a new
thip which fails very well®.

e |

“ [ am, &c. ;
d “ CHARLES STEVENS.”

.+ He arrived at Plymouth in fafety, with his prize, a few

: days afterwards ; but we do not find him :}:’yﬁm parti-

‘s -en{url noticed till the year 1747.  In June 1745, he was

oneof the membersof thecourt-martial, heldat Portfmouth,

on capt. Green of the Lizard floop: when, flill continuing

in the fame fhip, we find him one of the capiains under

the ordess of rear-admiral Hawke, concerned.in the glo-

! rious. defeat and capture of the French fquadron wunder

L’Etendiere. He continued under the fame flag during

the enfuing winter, the fquadron having kept out at fea as

- much as poflible to diffrels the French trade, which yas

deprived of {upport by the Bm[si:cloml annihilation of the

~ marine of that country,  On the laft day of January the
k" . Portlar., uaguhcr with the Nottingham; commanded

b captaip Harlund, gave chace, by a fignal from the admiral,

© . The fullowing extraordinary ancedote is selated concerning this
A S




Wﬂimpn&:thc or " “i':‘ao n theirlower
k- o poltponed the furrender of the French fhip i)l
e : b, NetwithftandingtheJeogh s
! of the ng b%ﬂihc Portland; p:r ynwmgto b
ciceumflance jult ffated, andﬁ& degree,
. : mhe- tevenq..lﬁ,k i:ﬁ

wquarter of the enemy, 4

n fuut mmoumlr. b Mr. Stevens cuntmued in
Partland during the remainder of the wary and is faid
been mpoipmd to that cﬂup in ﬂ)ebmﬂi of

mo _}lnf]'uly, 17ﬂ,m ﬁndhmw ﬁ'ih’
wbers of the court-martial affembled for the trial of
captain Obrien Dudley, of the Chefterficld ; liewtepany
Couchman, and others. He was at that time captainiof
the Tyg:r @'he next fhip he commanded was the Litch- =
t, till the early part of the year 1755, we 'ﬁ‘nd
»':nu ptr!icular mention made of him. It was intended
~ fhould have hoifted a broad pendant, but without aﬁ:
“fain ander him, and proceeded commander-in-chief )
Leeward Ifands; the appearance of rupture with France, j‘
caufed, however, 2 new arfangem Hewasinavery
flzort time-afier this promoted to which he
cap nud. towards the end of the year, the Efphr!nﬁ. of
feven:écfour gung, of which encounter we do nut }1!
tmr official account 'was ever given, ¢
In ¥ j!luvmg hoifted p& broad pendant on M "'ﬂ
e Eliz hpwnsaﬂ: ted commodore of a fmall _ﬂ

(t Endies as a reinforcement to
; Brw:;rfh- Lnnment wl:e;: mﬂa pr%m Bom-

!, v wal =
?ﬁ cd his s.befti‘h; Madrada, wix
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‘which we beg to mfcr!;-m , that no
have more bravely, dillgﬂlﬂﬁ‘ vely
feconded the views and efforts of his-principal commander
‘than Mr. Stevens, g o i
In the a&ion which took place with the French fqua-
dronon the 4th of Angult, 17581, the commodore was
wounded in the thoulder by a mufket ball. Hehad been
& fometime before advanced to bc-_j‘ﬂr-admiﬂﬂ of the blue,
But did not receive the information of his notion 1ill
towards the end of jthe year. In the beginning of the
enfuing he received a fecond advancement, to be rear-
admiral of the red.  About this time he removed his flag
into the Grafton, and in the month of Septeniber was a
fecond time engaged with the French fleet, under connt
D'Achg, off Pondicherry.  On the return of Mr. Pocock
to Europe in the énfuing fpring, he became commander-
in=chief on that (tation.  Soon as the feafon would permit
after the departure of Mr. Pocock, the preparations which
had for fome time been making for the Eg! of Pondi-
chert?r being fufficiently advanced, Mr.Stc?# undertook
L

the blockade by fea with the fquadron, while€olonel Coote ©
undertook a fimilar operation on the land. fide with the

army. Thus maters proceeded rill the 23d of O&ober,

when the admiral failed from Trincomale to refity leav-

ang captain Haldane with a detachment of five fhips of the

line, that were in IW befl condition for fervice, tb continue

the bl e 2 et v

* M. Stevens reflumed his ftation off Pondicherry on the

:fl_h'nl December.  On the 1ft of Japuary, 1761, one
of thofe tremendous hurricanes, not uncommon in that

part of the world, arofc and drove the admiral, together.
with the whole of his (quagrom to fca : all the fhips fe

rated from each other, and fome of them were loi 5
* Swevens, who had his flag ba board the Nerfolk; was for-
tumate enough to weather the gale wirhout experiencing  *
= any difaftrous occurrence,  Some other fhips of the fqua.
dron being equally fortupate, the blockade was refumed
.!' - = T' i
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m‘lhﬂ':ﬂii whm _Mr. Stevens returned into P
road, and Mng the fiege with reiterated vigour, @.—. _
plm furrendercd on the 15th.
The fhort remainder of this gentleman’s life were pnn-
cipally confined to the civil and other drrangements,
ﬂtac]l bmme tmmcdmely ‘on fo important a con-
‘now became his principal, or indeed only care.
: t of thefe weighty concerns, extending to
fimﬁmunns, and the an-
ni 1 of the French power in India, he fcarcely could
bc'ﬁidanfumve, inafmuch as he dicd on the 17th of
May followin,
WICKHAFM John,—was, in the early part of the

'S nifh war, appmnted commander of a xebeck.  Onthe

~of November, 171 , he was promoted to be captain of
tllc Succefs fi n this veffel we believe him to have
been emp on the Lifhon flation, {rom whence he
returned about the month of March 1744. He was foon

. afterwards appointed to the Lark, a command he did

not long retain, being prumnt:d to the Panther, in

which thip we find him on the Newfoundland flation in’
the month of Auguft 1747.  This is the laft mention we
have been able to find that is made of him in the line of
aélive fervice. In 1759 he was put on the fuperannuated
Jift with the rank and half-pay of a rear-admiral 3 but did
not Jong enjoy this honourable proof of his formcr me-
ritarious fervices, which age, misfortune and hﬁnnmes
contributed to render litle confpicuous. He died in
}_ngi:md on the 21t of October, 1763. :

. : ) ,

#1743,

BOYS, G:BOYCE W“tlham.—-This :ﬂmﬂcmn :

:Eﬂxh'bw‘uufh:; th:!fe:ncc of
m s'::'“‘hm"n” in thar yé?f'hﬂfs"’p lm%’* .

..’5" T ) _-_ '.r_’ -
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all dlfaﬂmn the unfortunate _ A
~of whicly, a as the fubfequent di ihnn{l
part of ¥ Mrﬁbﬂunatc crew, we have the fﬂhmng hig
‘Ipngh lamentable account *.. -
Having
3 . | 5
; .;5“ Onthc!;;ddayofMly 1727, we failed from famaic cand
; 'oﬁﬁamhy. the 25th day of ‘.hm;. wel; in the lanmude of ; .IG? o
#0d in the longitude of 20. E. from Crooked Ifland, ! Hey
was perceived 1o be on fire in the lazaretro. It was occafioned by
the fatal curiofity of two black boyi who, willing ﬂlhc’
fome liquos. [pili on the deck was Tum, or water, Plﬂ-lﬁt twit,

which rofe into a flame, aud immediately communicated itfell 1o the
barrel from whence the Jiguor had leaked. It had burned fome time
before it was piceiyed, as the boys were 100 much intimidated 1o
difcover it them(clves, having tried all poflible means. to m‘m

the fire in vain. We hoifled out the yml. which was. ith .
tweatysthree men and boys, who had jumped into

eagernels.  The wind now bluwing very frelb,
knots and a half by the log, we expeéied ever

'gmlh,u

fhe was loaded within a fireak a half of We had
not & morfel of vidluals nor a drop ol' 1 ; M,ﬂd.
.mmp'fc to direlt our courle, and above a from any
Jand.  We left lixteen men in the (hip vlunll in her. The
Q'«iuvnured w Lol put the long-boat; but, before they could el’e&

reeve the halyards.  Koowing, from cur obfervatons,
; MM about north, we amd as well as we coald to the

i, the flames seacling the powder-room [he blew up, and we faw her
mo more. A liie before this we could diflingwfh the ﬁaﬂ mate and
the npum s cuok 1n the mizen top, every inomentex ng the fate
that awaited them. Having thus L:n f}'l:-wﬂm the miferable
fatc of our companions, we expefled every moment to perifh by thet
waves, o, if ot by them, by hunger and thirft, tbemo fiell
days it blew and raincd much but the weather e fair on the
third day, viz. the s8ih, as kind Providence had hulnmvnnﬂnfn!l
preferved us, we began 1o contrive means how 1o make a fail, whu:z
we did in the following manner. We tovk 1o picces three men's
| a {hirt, and with a (ail-needle and ik:h we found
n black hoy's poghkets, we made [hift £
“which sered mlut:l? well.  Finding in the (ca a fma ,We
d it 1o @ piece of a Wroken bladenfn oar, that we had in the
t, and made a yard of ir, which we hoited on an oar with our
sﬂerl. for hal m.k and [heets, &c. A thimble, which the fore: (heet
the boat uled 10 be reeved theaugh, lervied, at the end of the oar ar

£

L]

We judged of our courie by takin, of thie fon, and
- ﬁet:pum sztdl slll.li‘k "ﬂiuw
0 the greac hear, we |



o Thotmes Croniford, aauymmrtym llleﬂupun |
T |

d, and, in the Ju;monor:; l'!;” more men, all bri

d, oulmaerduly mttr. wearher now proved '

* P;{l:rspn\f:d w slmoll all day of he ﬁ;hrof e fun, A '
the mooh and flars by :‘lﬂ uently to halloo il

could, 'mbﬂr' h!n‘h“t’ h" In the |

aded ned fhips fo plain to ns, thae )

?
g
i
7
1
H
:

E
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&
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lhmtEN E. blew very hard, and’
befure it with mr fmall fail aboog
! em-ymmtnhfwdluwednp the waves.
fhanet died ; and, on the 6ih, died Mr. Sieward

. Steward, of Spanifh Tows, in Jamaica) and his ferva . ;

h palleagers. Ia the aftesnoon we found a dead duck, Mlooi:: X
green, and not fweet. We cat i, bowever, vu bnru‘]y umt. t 9
out thaoks 10 the Almighty): and it i unpol'lib &dy 3 o

in the like unhappy circumftances, 10 imagine how
‘::lr talle at that time, which, at another, :gul &;‘n <
both w0 oar afle and fmell. On the 7th day of uly. at one in the o
sfiernoan, we faw land cbout fix leagues off. ~ Atfour o'clock another
gﬂ dm’lhm: threw overboard 1o 1 the boat : our num.- ;*
- We had oftea taken thick fog-banks ¥
fm land, eftenhd ZIveD Us great joy ndhqn.lh!vmu 1
with them fame ame: bmvheawmlfnthhnd,u oy
sppeared from whut we bad fnofnnn‘nfmu.mw "o Sl !
wondered how we could be fo miflaken : and it iubl'olmcly t: '
fible for any nu‘ not in our circamilunces, to form an idea o.f”
j‘? and plulln t gave ug, when we were convinced of m'ulny..
10 row, which we hpd not for four days before
- mﬁu . molk of us, if votall, have perifhed that
*il'velmim?tulbnm Our*fouls exs ulmll ':,
10 our Almighty Peefesver.  About fix o’clock we faw
il wbwhuehudfot hav inerkerm* 4
‘on fhore. We went with fails and oars thneorﬁuiu :
vbn-ennrl'owlblve one of the Shal

l‘ﬁ: .atlc wﬂﬂm;lﬂli.'.
m ~ ~

pret

' ,“
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us fome Bread and water. We chewed the bread fiall with- our
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teeth, and then, by mixing water with it, got it down with dificulry.
* During mr?oy'l ig the boat, our mouths had been {o dr ? I
want of moifture for P:vcral days, that we were obliged towalh thow
with {alt water every two or three hours, to prevent onr lip T
falt together.  'We always drank our own water ; and all ¢ S

drank Talt water, except the caprain, furgeon, and myfelf..
weather the fail having imbibed fome moillure, we vied to wi
into a pewter bafon, which we found in the bost. Having wrung
as dry as we could we fucked it all over ; and uled to lick one!igﬂm"l
clothes with our t es. At length we were obli‘scd. by inexprel-
fible hunger and thirfl, to ear part of the bodies of fix men, and dn
the blood of four, for we had not, fince we came from the fhip,
ouly eic tine, about Lalf a pint, and, at another, ¢
full of water, cach man, in our hats. A little food ing us, and
finding the flcfh very difagreeable, we confined ourfelves to the hearts
only.  Finding ourlelves now perifhing with thirfly we were _
10 the melancholy, diftrefsful, horrid aét of curting the throats of our
companions an hour or two after they were dea procure their
* Blood, which we caught ina pewter hfon i producing aboitg
a . But Jet it be remembered in bur'defence, that without the
“affiflance this blood alforded to nature, it was not poflible that we
could have furvived to this time. At about eight o‘cf:ck at night we.
got on fhore a1 Old St. Lawrence harbour, in Newfuundland, where
we were kindly received by uwin Lecrals, ofﬂﬂl‘f’].ﬂ- -
then admiral of the harhour, e were cantioned’ ta et an R
bot livde at firll, which we oblerved, as well as the sty of humin
nature, fo nearl ﬂatvin&wwld allow, We con Cbut little,

the tran our joy being 100 great 10 admit of it. Our captaing

who &:Ebcﬂc:t fpc@dl?& rhirglyvﬁxslmwﬁliul abot o"ﬂx the

next morning, and was buried, with all the honours 1hat could be cot. :
ferred upon hum, -at that place. - .

“ The names of thofe peffons who were burnt :a the ﬂup.:‘h
" were. d in the boat, apd who lived to get on fhore, are as fole
Jowss viz. Py 4

B “ Burnt in the fhip.

" Ralph Kellaway, 18 may Charles \ >

g T e s el

'wlmo "

- Evander M'Avy.
- Thomas Hind, R
1 - Shanper, T .
= e SRS
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rnon wlb, difpatched him hm{p;-"'ihf .,
ath of Odober, with intelligence of his "
taken poffeflion of Walthenham harbour, in the ifland o |
Cuba. He afterwards was removed into the Balumore '
floop. - We hear nothing more of him till the 25th of
fe June, ,:743, when he was advanced to the rank of captain +
he pavy, and appointed 1o the hound frigate. We

E._.' belieye Rim to.have been, not long afterwards, ordered to
' the Indics *, as he returncd from thence in the
~month pril 1745, with a convoy, being then captain
~of the Princefs fmr;, of fixty guns. His fhip being
i ately refitted and vidtualled, captain Boys was
mmaﬁcly ordered out on a cruife off the coaft of France,
in company with the captains Griffin and Harrifon. The
s of their joint fuccefs, which was far from in-
gL S ~ * Starved in the boat, »
‘ﬂmmu Steward, palfenger. illiam Walker,
M. Steward's lhv':ﬁ {N n Simenton,
William Piggs, pallenger. illiam James,
Seamen, Thomas Nichollon.
n Horn, 3 L Henry Guilhnett, clerk.
ohn Eall, Canfor, 1
. White, ﬁ"“r"&r i black boys.
mas Croniford, erry Winkle,
 Simon Emer, Tt
. :'“Livdlo;etmﬁnm. . A
William Ke captain, William Gibbs, carpenter,
William : mate. Robert Kc]lamy. a boy.
Thomas Sc y furgeon. George Mould, feaman.
‘William Batten, bousfwain. 1 : d
& The bo:d;n which welpt ;1: Newfo:ndhnd'.’edlﬂame 100,
leagues, was feer e fest t broad, and *
. two feet three inches deep. ms, for |h:cl:.|l:;ur;h gllhy,':y

Mr. Bradley, nl'Dnl ”
& N.B. Lieutenant-governor Boys was w:ni!omcd to pals annu~
llly, in prayer and fafling, the number of days the fhip’s crew were o
” rd'al” above-mentioned, in commemgoration of his wonderful :
iverance.
* We rather believe be was only fent out to meet the bomeward-

bound fleet in a certain latitade, for, oo the 31 of Jan .
lu-umof the -ﬂnbe'n ol" thc 3vr dgklm 3 .

Man,.. rm. nun. f-. tlu

peflive hm ' ..




Imf ahle, we have already related®. M%ﬂ
M%ﬁm quim:{l the Princefs Le
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Louifa foor
aftet this time, and 100k the command of the Pearl fria
gate, one of the fquadron ordered for the Eaft Indies with
that gentleman, v:rllio had the appointment of commodore
and commander-in-chief on that ftation. Nothing, how-
ever, material or beneficial to his fame or fortune took:
place while he continued ir that part of the world. No
mention is made of him fubfequent to his retarn to Eng-
land till &fter the recommencement of hoftilities with
France. He then for a fhort time commanded th )
Sovereign, a firlt rate; and was removed from thence,
about tﬁz year 1759, into the Prefton. Towards the
clofe of the fummer we find him promoted to be commo-
dore of a mall fquadron, flationed off Dunkirk, to watch
the fhips fitted for fea at thar port, and deftined for a
defultory attack on Ireland, under the command of that
wery active, gallant, and indefatigable naval partizan,
monfieur Thurot, A

~ The enemy had the good fortune to elude the vigilance

~of the Britifh commodore, who, on b ‘the former

~ had efcaped, purfued him with the utmoft expedition, but

- wich, and could in

without fuccels, Thurot taking refuge in the Swedifl port
nf'ﬁiitcnburgh. where he continued in no fmali diftrefs
the commencement of the year enfuing; but of this
ereafters. Mr, Boys was after his return lppointed‘"tdy-
command as commodore at the nore ; and in the enfuing
r retired from the line of a@ive fervice on being made
?i:;tdmm-gmo: of Greenwich=hofpital. He retained
this very honoyrable ftation till his death, which happened
on the 4th of March, 1774. .
It is related of him,and we firictly believe it to be
true, that this gcutlem:xg from the year 1727 to bis death,
ly oblcrved a {lrict and folemn faft, of the 7th of
aly, being the day of his arrival at Newfoundland, after
the mslmgmiyl s of the Luxborough Galley. So rigid
was he in this a&t of humiliation and '\'in% that,
when in the decline of life he became fettled at Green-
lination 1o the extent, he not only abftained
" from the ligh: of the fue, not even

L Sec thile of e, Grifin weloin. p 2sB. !
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wrning-fervent thanks 1 the Supreme Being, for his
extraordinary, and, indeed, almoft miraculous efcape.
BRETT, Sir Picrcey. — The firft account we have of
~ this gentleman is, his having ferved as a midthipman in the
loucefter®, of fifty guns, one of the fmall fquadron or-
d into the Seuth Seas under Mr. Anfon.  On the pro-
jon of Mr, Cheap to be captain of the Wager ft ipy
_was appointed by the commodore into his
{hip, the Centurion, to be his fecond lieutenant.
¢ appears, indeed, to have foon conceived an extraordi-
nary and well-deferved attachment to this worthy geatle-
infornuch that he confided to him the attack on the
jta, a fervice he exccuted with the greateft
and exadtnefs f.  After the capture of
- , and the arrival of the Centurion at
Macao, Mr, Brett was prometed, by the commodore, to
command that fhip, under him, as captain, he being, as
he fuppoled, authorifed, by his inftruétions, to iflue fuch
a commiffions “his point was, neverthelefs, firongly Vi
comelted on the arrival of the Centurion in England, and €
the lords of the admiralty peremptorily refufed to confirm
Mr. Brett's rank, infomuch that Mr. Anfon retired, for a
{hort time, from the fervice in much difguft ; nor did he
‘return till a fubfeguent change in the members of the board
1aft-mentioned; with a compliance in the firlt lord and his
colicagues who fucceeded, in the demands of Mr. Anfon,
together with the allowance of Mr. Bren's rank §, aceord-
ing to the date of his firlt commiffion, reflored perfedt
peace and harmony on all fides. : 2
Mr. Brett therefore ranks as a captain in the navy from
the goth of September, 1743, beigg the date of his com-
miﬂ?un to thie Centurion, then 5"18 in Macao river.
Not long after the matter was adjuited, as already related,
that is to fay, about the month of Ap:il 1745, he was
appointed captain of the Lion, of fixty guns, a fhip

* Some accounts fay he was 3 lieutemsot of thae fip.
_,ihul.,so.p._m. 3 ’_';irl-‘g - .
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ftationed to eruife in the Channel. His firft fuccefs was
the capture of a privateer, mounting ten carriage and feven
fwive %ms, with a crew of one hundred and hfteen men,
which had long infefted the Channel ; and had a fhost
timesbefore captured the Mediator floop of war. This
firlt fuccefs, which be met with on the 29th of
i:;nc, 1745, when on his paffage from Portfmouth to
ymouth, appeared but as the prelude tq that high re-
“nown he gained, on the g1h of the enfuing month; in an
encounter with a French {hip of the line ; the particulars
are officially related in the following manner. =
“ On 'I{:cﬁla_v, the gth of this month, his majelty’s
fhip the Lion, of fifty-cight guns, being in the Jatitude
of 47. §7. N. and W. {from the meridian of the Lizard
39 leagues, captain Brewt, her commander, faw two fail
1o leeward, to which he immediately bore down, and b
three in the afiernoon made them to be two of the enemy’s
thips. By four o'clock he was within two miles of them:
they then hoifted French colours and thortened fail. One
‘of them was a man of war, of fixty-four y and the
w other a fhip of fixteen guns, At five thediion ran along-
* fide the large thip and began to engage within piftol-fhar.
" Thethipscontinued in that fituation until ten, during which
time they kept a continual fire at each other ; when the
Lion's rigging being cut to pieces, her mizen-maft,
mizen-top malt, main-yard, fore-1op-fail-yard, and main-
top-fail-yard fhot away; all her rnwcr'-mzﬁs and top-
malts fhot through in many places, fo that fhe lay muzzled
in the fea, and could do nothing with her fails: the
French fhip fheered off, and in lefs than an hour was outr
of fight, the"Lion not being able to follow her. The
' fmall fhip in the beginning of the engagement made two
;attempts to rake the Lion, but was foon beat off by her
ftern chace, and after 1hat lay off at a great diftance.
Forty-five of the Lion's men were killed outright, and
one hundred and feven wounded, feven of whom died of
their wounds foon after., : .
~ Captain Brett was wounded and very much braifed in
the arm ; and his mafter had his right arm fhot off in the
beginning of the engagement, His licutenants were all
--m‘&‘m']‘“ﬂ“ efore the adtion was over; never-
they would not leave the deck, bift continued
. . encou-
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encouraging thcmul to the laft, excepting the firft lieo-
tenant who was fo hurt that he was nb‘liﬁed to be

carried off at nine ‘not being able 1o fland any
-lpnfer., A hYETS o ,
The bravery * manifefted by this gentleman on the

foregoing occafion was rendered more confequential to
his country, from the circumftance of the (hip which he
had engaged being convoy to the frigate in which the
fon of the Pretender, then on his paffage to Scotland, had
embarked. Some judgement may be%:rmvd. of the in-
trinfic fwicamn&mj to Britain, by the foregoing en-
counter, from the following extraét of a private izner
from the Hague, dated July the 3oth.
. ** The frigate, on board which the eldeft fon of the
Pretender had embarked, was joincd off Belleile by the
_Elizabeth, of fixty-fix guns. They intended to go round
reland, and in Scotland, but were met on the 2oth
y fome Englith merchant-{hips, convoyed by three fhips
war; one of which, the Lion, bore down on the EE—
zabeth and attacked her ; upon which the Pretender failed
away in thefrigate. The fight lafted nine hours, but
ni%_l coming on, the Elizabeth, quite difubled, got away
to Brelt; the captain and fixty-four men killed, one hun-
dred and thirty-fix dangeroufly wounded, and a t
number I'I'i}htiy. She had on board 400,0c01. [fcr%i‘:!:,
and arms for feveral thoufand men,”

* Admiral Vernon, in a fpecch made by him in the houle of come

mons, in the year 1747, in oppolition to a motion of lord Baldmore's,

- for bringing in a bill 1o referve o portion af the caprures of merehant-

“fbips, wnd 1 encourage that of fhips of war, enakes the fallow-
if‘l'?hly honourable mention of caprain Brerr. : 5
" | have heen 1oo long engaged in naval affairs not to knaw feyeral

of the fea officers. 1 have, by thofe dpportunities of knowing them,

Wﬁkm‘l;be men wliodwould dln_ur.no occafion of being ler-

| to their countey; wnd 10 Tom imagination 10 certain

~ falls, feveral of them have _ﬁ:vu"-:s’:ich liacmy‘in atiacking fhip

- of war as dhiey have in taking merchant (hips ; nor do 1 doubt but the

- el are ready 10 doat, wbmmon@ﬁh‘fi-udm Thar this i«

charalee which, ot lcafl, fome of eur officer
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The force of the blow given, in this inftance, to the
embryo of rebellion, may be eafily admitted. The blood
of thoufands was, not improbably faved, by the foregoing
event 3 and humanity muit ever rejoice more at the pre-
vention, than the cure of an evil. .

We have no farther account of this gemtleman, or the
particular fervices on which he was employed, till the
year 1747, when he commanded the Yarmouth, of
fixty-four guns, one of the fquadron, under Mr. Anfon,
which, in the month of May, defeated and captured that
of France, commanded by monficur De la Jonquiere. He
was one of the captains fent, after the conclufion of the
aélion, in purfuit of the convoy, of which Mr. Campbell,,
and other hiflorians, affert, two only were captured, the
Vigilante and Modelte, of twenty-two guns each,.the reft
of the thips having made their elcape. We find, how-
ever, it isaffcried, peremptorily, in lhercri'odicnl publica-
tions of the time, that five more French fhips were
brought into Portfmouth, and three into Plymouth. Mr..
Brett quitted’ the command of the ¥armouth almoft im-
mediately on his return into port; and we do not know 1o
what fhip he was afterwards appointed, as we do not find:
any mention made of him during the war,. except his
having bren one of the members of the court-martial,
alfembled a1 Portfinouth in the month of November fol-
lowing, for the trial of captain Fox, of the Kent.

On the 3d of January, 5753% he received the hononr
of knighthood from his majeity, i confequence of his
having carried him to Holland inflead of fir C. Molloy ;.
and towards the end of the year was appointed captain of
the Caroline yacht, as fucceffor to thut gentleman. In
this vetfel we believe him to have continued till the month
of September 1755, when, on the daily expe&tation of a
rupture with France, fif Picrcg, was appointed to the
Cambridge. In the montlr of November, or December
1758, he removed back into the Caroline yacht. How
lm&h:-cautinmd in that veflel is not exaétly known; but,
m the beginning of the year 1758, we find him commo-
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dore in the Downs, having his pendant on board the
Norfolk, He wasin the fame year appointed firlt captain:
1o lotd Anfon in the Royal George, who commanded, in
the Channel, the covering fleet to the fquadron employed,
under lord Howe, on the coaft of France. On the con-
clufion of this expedition he returned to his command in
the Downs; and while thus occupied it is not to be won-
dered at if we have no material occurrence to record con-
cerning him. On the 22d of March, 1760, he was
appointed colonel of the Portfmouth divifion of marines.
1n 1761, ftill continuing to hold the Downs command, we
find him frequently, and adively employed in reconnoiter-
ing the oppofite coalt and ports of France. Towards the
conclufion of the year he returned to Portfmouth for refit-
ment ; which being completed, he re-hoifted his pendant on
board the Newark, at Portfimouth, en the 15th of De-
cember,  He was immediately afterwards ordered for the
Mediterranean with feven fhips of war, as fecond in coms
mand to fir C. Saunders, and had foon afterwards the good
fortune to {hage there; as a'&, in the rich Spanith prize,
the Hermione.  He remained on the (ame ftation during
the continuance of the war, but peace foon afterwardstaking
place, nothing in any degree memorable feems to have
. occurred;- except that, in the courfe of this year, he was
advanced to the rank of rear-admiral of the red. From
this time he never apfnrs to have accepted any command,
but, on the 13th of December, 1766, was appointed
one of the commiflioners for gxecuting the office of lord
high admiral, an office which he continued to hold till the
24th of February, 1770. L/

On the 24th of Oétober, 1770, hie was promoted to be'
vice-admiral of the blue ; and, on the 28th of the fame
month, to be vice-admiral of the white; as he was, on the
3;‘& of March, 1775, 10 be vice-admiral of the red. On
t m January, 1778, he was, morcover, advanced to
be iral of the blue. He died.in the month of May
1781, and was buried at Beckenban *, in the couaty of

* The ing epi hia‘uﬁh"u—q i erefled |
1 bis memory, in Ph WinlRRSE W Mol mespcs Chiied
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Kent.  ““ De mortuis nil nifi bonum,” is an old adage ;.
but if ever it fhould be ufcd in relation to this gentle-
man, we have to add, that whether living or dead, the
voice of flander and malevolence was abathed at his mani-
fold virtues, ever filent not only at his approach, but cven
at the bare mention of his nane..

CALMADY, Warwick,—was, on the 3oth of Sep-
tember, 1743, appointed captain of the Lively frigate, and
foon afterwards ordered to }amaica. On his paflage from
thence to-England, in the month of May 1744, he fell in
with three French privateers, mounting thirty guns each,
which he engaged for an hour and an half 5 when having
all his running rigging fhot away, and finding the enemy
were making attemipts to board him, he put before
the wind and left them.  The gallantry difplayed on this
occalion by Mr. Calmady, was certainly very highly con-
fpicuous; and his good fortune, in having preferved his

iip from the attacks of a force treble his own, was ren-
dered the more remarkable from the circumitance of his
having been tatally nnacgmimcd that ‘a rupture had
taken place between Great Britain and France, till the fire
of his antagoniits informed him of jit. “His fhip was,
“neverthelefs, completely ready for altion ; and this anec-
dore, if leflons and examples were neceflary on fuch an oe-
cafion, might prave an ufeful hint to commanders at fea,
even in the time of profound peace, to be always prepared
for defence, or the chaftifement even of the ﬁitEZteﬂ infult.

Captain Calmady having, on the enfuing day, fallen in
with a French fchnoner, bound from Martinico to Havre
de Grace, theught himfelf jullified, as he undoubtedly
.was, in detaining, and bringing her into port.  Soon after
his retrn he was appointed to the Weymouth, of fixry
guns, and ordered out,to the Welt Indies to join Mr.

nowles, who was then commodore on that ftation. On
the 16th of February, 1745, this {hip unfortunately fruck
‘on a reef near Sandy Ifland, at the entrance of St. John's

road. Thc;;ctidrnt. with it.vi Pmﬁ%w ‘2; :
| quired into by a court-martial, Mr. Caln imfelf was
R i voceiis ot honcurably acquited but the

: h}-on dnty, was firigd fixt dwonths pe e mafter
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the pilot fentenced to be rl'gpt to England and imprifoned
1W0 C{nrs'in the Majfhalfea,.
ptain Calmady, mmediately afier his acquittal, is
Taid to have been appointed to the Launceflon, of forty-
four guns, one of the fhips prefently afterwards employed,
under commodore Warren, in the fiege of Louifburg.
We do not find any mention made of his having a_fubfe-
quent command, or being again engaged in fervice,
fram which he retired alogether, according to Mr.
Hardy's account, on the 2d of February, 1757.
CATFORD, Charles,—was, on the 14th of O&aber,
1743, promoted to be captain of the Lyme frigate. The
commands and fervices-on which he was employed during
the remainder of the war, were, unhappily for him, of fo
little confequence, that the only mention we find made
of him during that period s, his having been one of the
members of the conrt-martial convened for the trial of
vice-admiral Leftock. He appears, neverthelefs, torl;g’c
been in high efttmation as a worthy and a brave man,
In the month of January 1749, we find him caprain of the
Monmouth, and in Febroary 1753, he was appointed
to the Berwick, a fhip of ﬁ':vcnly guns, {tationed as a
guard-flip at Portlimouth. In the wmomh of March
1755, he removed into the Captain, a fhip of wc‘fnme
force and raie, commifliuned allo at the fume port, Early
in the year 1756, he was ordered to the Mediterranesn wid‘:
the unfortungte Mr. Byng.  He behaved with all the {pirit
due to his charaéter and itation, in the thorvand indecifive
{kirmifh with the French fleet off Minorea, having hud
{ix men killed and thirty wounded. He gvas one of the

_othcers ordered home as an evidence on the trial of his

wnfortunate admiral, but unhappily dicd, when on his
paflage, on the 24th of Septembier 1756, the fhip he was
-on board of not having then reached Gibralar,

DODD, Edward, — was, in the carlier part of his fer-
vice, licutenam of the Dragon ®; at that time commanded by
Mr. Barnet, and on the 25th of January 1743, was pro-
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moted to be captain of the Blandford, a twenty-gun (hip.
We have the following account of an affair in which he
was concerned, from a MS. memorandum, dated in the
month of June 1745. ’ Y

“ His majeity’s fhip the Blandford, of twenty guns,
captain Dodd commander, has had the misfortune to fall
in with a French fquadron of feven [uil, between Lifbon
and Gibraliar, and was fent to Bret. Tlte captain was
threatened with being hanged if he did not difcover to the
commodore whether there was any Englith fpuadron at
fea. This he very bravely refufed to comply with,”

No notice is taken of the foregoing event in any hiftory
or printed account, far as we have been able 1o difcover;
nor is even the capture of the above vellel ever named,
Captain Dodd does not appear to have had any fubfequent
2ppointment; nor have we been able to afcertain, with
any precifion, the time of his death, but believe it to have
happencd abeut the vear 1763.

PIELDING, William,~—was the fecond fon of John
Fieldling, D. D. canon of Salifbury, and his firft wife,
Sufannah, daughter of fir Robert B):J(‘Ilh, chief juftice of
tlic court of common pleas in Ireland.  This gentleman
having, as is remarked by Collins, paffed through the
fw:r‘g“ﬁlhnniin:arc ftations, was, from being com-

vmander of the Fly floop on the Ivith flation, promoted,
on the 11th of January, 1742-3, 1o the rank of captain in
the navy, and nlppnimcd to the command of the Bridge-
water, a thip of twenty guns. This fkip was unfortu-
nately loft, at Newfoundland, on the 18th of September
following ; bug captain Fielding being very honourably
acquitted of all blame on that occafion, was, in the month of
May 1944, appointed 10 the Pearl, of forty-four guns; in
which (hip he continued till it was ordered to the Eaft
Indies with commodore Grifin.  We have nd farther ac-
count of the commiflions he held, orthe fervices on which
he was employed, except that, at foine intervening period, -
he is feid 10 have commanded the St. Geor%, a fhip
at Spithead,  In 1755 he commanded the Fly dloop, but
with the rank of f"ﬂ captainy andin 1762 was put on the
* fuperannpated 1iit with the rank and half-pay of a rear-
adwiral,  He continued 1o Tive ever afterwardg in retire- |
‘meptyat Bifhops Waitham, in the county of Hants, where
e died on the 23d of September, 1773 -
. K -._'._'.-._ e v GAL‘EQ
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GAGE, John.—The name of this gentleman is very .
improperly omitted in Mr, Hardy's and many other lifts
of naval captains, an omiffion moft probubly owing to the
fhort time he unhappily held that rank.  As a commander,
we find him in the Il:'ighming firefhip, and afterwards, in
1740, in the Carcafe bomb-ketch : he was from thence
removed into the Otter floop of war, in which veffel he
behaved wish much gallantry in the Welt Indies, under
commodore Knowles. Being ordered from the fquadron
to chace a Spanith (hipymounting twenty-two guns, and
full of men, he came up with and attacked her with the
utmoft gallantry, though more than double his force. The
aétion continued nearly twa hours till the enemy was
driven clofe under the forts of Porto Cavallo, and a large
Spanifh galley with three hundred men in her, coming out
to their countrymen’s refcue, confequently deprived ca
tain Gage of the well-carned fruits of his bravery, He
was on the 24th of February, 1747, immegately fubfe-
quent to the unfuccelsful attack on La Guira, promoted,
by the commodore, 1o be captain of the Lively frigate} in
which command he dicd, in the Weft Indics, on the 2d of
Augult following,

GODDARD, Samuel,—~was, on the 1t of February,
1743, promoted to be captain of the Deal Caftle. He
was afterwards appointed to the Lynn, of forty gins, one
of the Welt India fquadron under Mr. Knowles. He
was brought to a court-martial, by that gentleman, in the
month of February 1745, on a chacge of having fuffered
aSpanifth fhip,&longing 1o admiral De Torres's fquadron,
1o efcape from him off Porto Rico, though the enemy was
in a very difabled (tate, being under jury main, and mizen
malts. It was proved on the trial thar he was in fotne
degree deranged in his mind;'in confequence of which he
was difinifled from his commdnd, and does ot appear to
have ever recovered ina fufficient degree to enuble him
to hold any fubfequent commifion, He died in England
on the 5th of November, 1762, "

- MARSH, William,—in 1942, was commander of the

- Terrible bomb-ketch. - He was promoted, on the 25th
of May, 1743, to be captain of the Sterling Caflle *, ane

- of the {iips belonging to the Mediterranean fleet. He

. i % My, Hardy and maoy others Gy the Elizabeth.
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was (uickly removed into the Royal Oak ; but this, how-
ever, was quite a temporary command, by order only, He.
returned back for a few days into his original veflel, the
Terrible, and was from thence removed into the Winchel-
fea, of which fhip he was captain at the memorable encoun-
ter with the French and Spanifh {leets off Toulon, bein
ordered by the admiral to watch the entrance of the port ju
mentioned, and the movements of the combingd fleets. He
acquitted hunlelf with the greateft diligence and addrels in
this (ervice, as well as that of a fimilar nature in which he
was employed after the enemy came out.  He returned to
England in the Winchelfea about the end of the fame
year; and whatever fervices or commands he might be
employed in fubfequent to this time, were fo uncon-
{equential ®, that we find no mention whatever made of
him 1ill the year 1758, when he commanded the Naffau,
of fixty-four guns.  He was in this year appointed com-
modore of a ﬁn;ﬂl fquadron deftined for the attack of the
French fewiement in the river Sencgal,  Its force confift-
ed of the Nallau before mentioned ; the Harwich, of fifty;
and the Rye, of twenty guns: the Swan floop of war, and’
wtwo bufles.” “1'he land-forces amounted to two hundred
marines, commanded by major Mafon; a {mall detach-
ment of grtillery men, under captain Walker, with a train
ten pieces of cannon and cight mortars,

Captain Mar(h, atiended by Mr. Cumming, a quaker,
who was the original projeétor of the expedution, failed
from Plymonth on the gth of March ; and after touching
at the ifland of T'eneriffe, where the fhips took ina fupply
of water and other necellaries, came 10 an anchor at the
eatrance of the fver Senegal, on the 24th of April.  Fort
Lauis, by which the fettlement is defended, is fituated-on
the ifland of Sencgal, about four leagues within the
bar. The governor, (oon as the Britith force was difco-
vared, (cnt'down an armed brig and fix floops to difpute

the pallage. In the interim the boats of the fleet were:

employed in putting the amumunition apd flores, necellas
for the attack, on hoard the {mall craft belonging to the
fqnadron ; and a fkirmith, produive of no confequence,
took place between them and the vellels above-mentioned.
Capain Millar, however, who commanded the London

- T~ 1 Gl 1o have commanded the Duslly galley in 1743, but

ik cirepmfance we very much doubt..
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bufs, having difcovered the proper channel, feized the
opportunity of a change of the wind, and puifing the bar,

came to an anchor within, where he lay unfupported,
though expofed till n'lght to-all the fire the coemy counld

make. H‘:cwas the next morning joined by the remainder

of the flotilla, and a fmart engagement enfued, which was

warmly maintained on both fides till the buffes and anothér

of the fmaller vellels ranaground. T'he troops immediately

took to their boats, and pufhed for the {hore, where llll:(
made the neceffary difpolitions to defend themfelves, till
the landing of the carps of volunteer feamen, amounting
in number to three hundred and fifty, on the following
day, rendered their force fufficiently formidable for them
to undertake offenfive operations.

Thefe th® enemy did not allow them time to com-
mence, for the corps [alt-mentioned had fcarcely
landed, when deputies® came out of the forr, from the
French commandant, with offers to capitulate. The
terms were arranged and agreed to in the courfe of the
day by the commodore and major Malon : fo that this
far from inconfiderable conqueit was achieved pot only
without difficulty, but happily alfo without a fingle perfon
being killed or wounded on either fide. This fuccefs
encouraged the commodore to make an attempt on Goree, |
a much more confiderable and better fortified fertlement,
belonging to France, on the (ame coalt, at the diftance of
about thirty leagues. The force, however, being totally
inadequate to fuch an undertaking, its failure was linle to
be wondered at; though we mult not omit inferting, that,
to the honour of the commodore and the principal officers
‘who direéted the artack, the meafures taken by them
to cover and fecure the retreat of the affailants, were fo
prudent and judicious, that the lofs they (uftained was
almoit too trivial to be called a repulfe. .

Captain Mir(h pafled over from the coalt of Guinea
to the Weft Indies, which is the ufual route of the (hips of
war annually fent on the African ﬁa;ion. Hl:x i.la:!slaa:::t
appear to have had an rtunity of particu iftin-~
g&w himfell whii?np‘:his ttyrl n? the world. He

into the Harwich fometime after the reduétion of
and was unfortunately loft on the illand of

wéo&mly called Pincs, in the year 1960, Captain
© * Ondbeyomof April R
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Marth and his crew were happily faved. He returned to
England fome fhort time afterwards, and retired from the
fervice, in 1762, with the rank and half-pay of a fuperan-
nuatcd rear-admiral. He died in England on the 15th of
Odtaber, 1763.
MOORE, Sir John.—We believe the firft, or if not,

among the carliclt of the naval appointments held by this

entleman, was that of midfhipinan on board the Shore-
Eam: he alterwards {erved in the fame ftation in the Tor-
rington. He was alterwards a lieutenant in the Lancafler,
cotemmporary with Mi. James Young, who, as well as
himfelt, lived, moft defcrvedly, to atwain to neaily the
highelt rank, as an admiral, in the fervice.  Mr, Moore
was next taken, by Mr. Mathews, to be one of the licu-
tenants of his own fhip*% On the 24th f December,
1743, he was promoied to be captain of the Dolphin,
other accounts fay the Squirrel, but in a very fhort time
alterwards removed bac‘l into the Dolphin, being per-
fuaded by Mr. Barnet, whe was then going out 1o the
Ealt Indies, to accompany him. This folicitation was
owing entirely to the high opinion entertained of him by
the comimodore, and is too honourable a teftimony of this
gentleman's worth to be omitted, or flightly noticed. He
seturned to England in the Deptford 1 with a convoy of
Tndia thips, aftcr the deceafe of his friend and comman-
der, and was gppointed captain of the Devonthire, a fhip
memorable for having been that which carried {ir Edward
Hawke's flag when i'Etcndicre was defeated : nor need
we add any thing 10 the very honourable encomium be-
flowed on his condu& by the adoural, who fent him as
the meflenger of his victory,

 ® He did not continue with him 1o wait his torn for promotion, hav.-
ing, a8 the readicll mode of cbrining it, returned o England w the
Lenox, at l,hs,ttcnmmrndninh of the admiral him!ﬂf.‘f- .

1 Imol:r:yh fhip be removed afier the arvival of the fquadron
the Eaft lndics, and the death of captain Philipfon, on lts&t_b of
March, 1745, 1ill which rime he cominued in the Dolphis. ~A pars
vicular account of the feveral occurrences which rook place while he
_held this command have been already givenin the life of the earl of

; :l“ y ,wliil:lwhw} he 'I':. dcu:‘l-_l by the commodore, for the
Mireights o ncca, foon after the fquadron quitted Madagafear.
N, B. Campbell, as well a5 all oﬂu:r hiflorisns, erroncoufly Mate
- this Mhip 10 have been the Diamond, a miftake they have illen by
folle the authority of the official accounts with which, firange 1
fay, the originatcs. ' W he s SRR
]
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“ T have fent (fays the rear-admiral) this ctpm&‘-
captain Moore, of(thrl)cvonﬂairc; and it would be do'!g
fre:t injuitice 1o merit not to {ay, that he fignalifed him=

elf g‘reaﬂgcl’n the action.”

As the bearer of intelligence fo intcrefﬁnﬁ and glorious,
he received the cuftomary prefent from his majelty of
five hundred pounds. Early in the year 1749 he was ap-
pointed to the Monmouth; but, as is to be expeQled
in time of peace, we hear nothing of him after this
time till the vear 1756%, when he was, either in
the month of March, or April, re-appointed to his old
fhip the Devonthire . No particular fubfequent mention
is made of him till the year 1758, when he was com-
mander-in-chief, with the rank of commodore, on the
Weft India (tation, having his broad pendant on board the
Cambridge. Nothing material took place till the month
of January 1759, when, having been joined by a rein-
forcement from England, confifting of eight fhips of two
decks, with a frigate and four bomb-ketches, under com-

modore Hughes, and a confiderable bndly of troops under -

the command of general Hopfon, he failed on an expedi-
tion againlt Martinico, which ifland was marked out as
the firlt objet of attack. The troops were landed on the

16th; but many unforefeen difficulties, and impediments

appearing, which were deemed infuperable by a force no
greater than that under the joint commanders, the attack
was declined, and the army reimbarked withont oppofition.
After a demur of two or three days as'to the expediency of
making an attack on any other part of the ifland than that
firlt affaulted, it was agreed to be moft advantageous for
the public {ervice, that the lquadron and its convoy thould,
without delay, proceed to Guadaloupe, to the conqueltof
which the fquadron, and troops it efcorted, were deemed
perfetly dompetent, 3

commodore arrived off the town of Baffeterre on
the 22d of January, and immediately removed his pendant
into the Woolwich, for the purpole of being better able

. * Except that during a part of the peace he commanded the Wil
liam and Masy yacht, which be reli d when the armameat took

m a7 - "
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court-martial, and was one of thole who withed the oath of

fecrecy might be difpenfed with, L - e
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1o fuperintend and dire@ the attack than he could have
been had he continued in the Cambridge and been perfo-
nally engaged init.  The neceflary difpofitions were made
on the following day, and with fuch vigour and cffe@ was
the affanlt executed, that oll the bateries, and the fort
itfelf were fo completcly filenced by night, as to enable
the troops which were landed on the 2411, 10 take poffef-
fion of them without lofs, or even molcftation. The
chara&er of the commodore was much traduced by fume
perfons, for his behaviour on the foregoing occafion,
and, as it appears, very undefervedly fo.  "T'he exception
taken againft him appears to have becn principally founded
on his quitting his {tation in the linc, as already {tated, and
¥oing on board a frigate, But however unprecedented
uch a meafure might at that time be, few perfons can
doubt but that it would, on many accounts, be more ad-
vantageous to the fervice, were it to become a general and
analterable pradtice. The only ground on which cenfure
could, in the prefent infltance, be founded, is decidedly and
completely done away by the very (pirited perfonal carriage
of the commodore on all the numerous preceding, as weli
as fome fublequent occafions, and thevery confpicuous gal-
lantry he had on all fuch opportunities uniformly difplayed.
To return 1o the event of the expedition, f(uffice it to
fa;;, it was concluded by the furrender of the whole ifland,
which, from its peculiar {lrength, the heat of the climate,
and the great force of the enemy, was enabled to hold out
for three months, The capitulation was {igned on the 1t
of May. Nothing materal took place after this time
during the continuance of the commodore on the Welt
India Ration, from whence, having previoufly removed
iffto the Berwick, he returned with a convoy, and arrived
in the Downs (;:1 the 23d of June, 1760. lzdu:s not
appear to en again invefled with any command till
hli-pmmoww be :%'ag officer. His firft advancement,
which 100k place on the 21t of O&ober, 1762, was
to the rank of rear-admiral of the red.  He was appoint-
ed, according to Campbell, to command in the mm
doring the fhort cominuance of the war; but duringthat,

“ Lisfurrender waseritical, forin a fow bours afterwards . B
arvive with s Riong Jagdron bo ksl bat bexiyng of the veon
mcdia to Marunico, 5.
; period
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period no material occurrence or event happéned.
On the tft of March, 1766, he was created a baronet,
and was, not long afte invefted with the Portf-
mouth command. This ftation he retained during the
ulually atlotted period, having paffed through it with that
dull want of incident confequent to a time of profound
peace.  On O&. 18, 1770, he was advanced to the rank
of vice-admirul of the blne, and on the 24th enfuing of the
white, as he was to that of the red on March 31, 19753 and,
laftly, on Jan. 29, 1778, tobe admiral of the blue. ~ As he
had no appointment pofterior to that at Portfmouth, which
we have already related, our farther account of this gentle-
man is necetfarily confined to a mere memorandum of his
feveral promotions, among which we muft not forget to
record, that he was, early in the year/1771, invefted with
the order of the Bath. .

He died in the year 1779 ; and, notwithftanding the no
fmall degree of obloquy raifed again(t him on a particular
eccalion, which we have already puinted out,and, in jultice
to him, endeavoured to controvert, he left behind him, in
the opinion of the impartial, unprejudiced and intelligent,
the honeltly carived character of an able, a judicious, a good
officer, nm.lyufa worthy man.

PITMAN, John.—This gentleman was, on Feb, 8,
1742—3. appointed from the Cruifer floop to be captain of
the Aldborough, as fucceffor to capt. Toms, who then re-
moved into the Alderney. During the enfuing pring he was
employed as a cruifer, in which occupution he had the good
fortune 1o capture a valuable French prize from Martinico,
bound to Havre de Grace. A gentleman™of the fame name
was in the enfuing year commander of the Saltafh floop
of war on the coalt of Scotland, and has been improperty
confounded with this perfon ; but the former never attained
to the rank of captaing the SaltaTh having overfet not long
after the time juft ‘mentioned; the commander and the -
major. part, if not the whole of the erew, perithed on
that :Efmnam oqc_llf;n. - Little ather r;s:hnrion umd;‘::' .

_capt. Pitman,except that,in 1745 and 1746, he was one of the
'm'g;btr: of’ 'tllctmt_laqaﬂia'l?mve?md {or the trials of .
the officers charged with mifconduét in the Mediterranean, |
+and nded a fhip, we belicve the Canterbury, at -
~ the fiege of Cape Breton,  Hedicd.in England on the 5th *
"'\ ' Ll ,‘A, J 5 ‘.'.4\‘. ]
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POWLET, Charles.—The firft mention we find made
of this gentleman is his promgetion, on O&. 10, 1743, 1o
be captain of the Biddeford frigate. He continued tiil the
beginning of 1748 in the fame veffel  he was then op the Ja-
maiea ftation under commodore Dent, and is faid to have
been afterwards promoted 1o the Falmouth. At theend of
that year he commanded the Tilbury, of fixty guns, one of
the fquadron under the orders of Mr. Knowled, who had ar-
rived at Jamaica fome time before to take the command,
and promoted him to the fhip he was then captain of.
His condul in the enconnter with the Spanifh admiral,
Riggio, was, and, as it proved, very undefervedly cenfured

by his commander, who did not openly and regularly pre-

fer a fpecific charge againft him, but threw out many
infinuations wiich were at laft productive of a court-
martial.  The invelligation of his condu&@ ended much
more honourably for him, than it had done juft before
for his commander=in-chief: fuffice itto fay, he was moft
honourably acquitted.  Noother particulars relative to this
gentleman have come to onr knowledge *, except that, dur-
1ng a confiderable part of the fucceeding war, he was regu-
lating captain at Winchefter. He died April 4, 1762,
PRATTEN, Ldward, —we find firft mentioned as
Yieutenant of the Suffolk, under capt. Knowles, at the well-
known and unfortunate attack on La Guira. In confe-
quence of his gallantry difplayed on that occafion, he was
promoted 10 be commander of the Pembroke Prize; and
from thence was, by the fame patron, on the 2d of June,
1743, made captain of the Eltham. Out of this fhip he
was, not long afterwards, promoted to the command of
the Suffolk, a third rate. The only occafion on which
we fied his name fublequently mentioned during the then
exifling war, is, that in thp month of Decemqul 47, he
was one of the members of the cmﬂ-mﬂiﬂdm&d
for the trial of captain Fox, of the Kent. Soon after the

ratification of the weaty of peace, that is to fay, in the,

—

the yr lords of the admiralty rook them to : the
n in erder to ferve nends of own, a eard T at

 *® When earl Temple was on the point of quitting the admiraltys
board, in 1756, caprain Powlet was appoinied 1o the Royal William,
and was 10 repair 1o town 10 take up his commi ; but on
his arrival was told there was 00 commiflion for him. was,

B e S month
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month of January 1749, he appears to have commanded
the Allurance, forty-four guns ; and in the month of
Apiil or May following to have removed into the Blandford
frigate.  After this time no particular notice is taken of
him !l about the month of April 1751, when he was
made capain of the Prince Edward.

He removed, about the month of July following, inta
the Charlotte yacht ; and we believe him to have retained
this honourable, though far from confpicuous flation, for
" fome conliderable time, no notice being taken of him till
after the commencement of the war with France, in
1756, We believe him to have been one of the officers
fent out to the Mediterranean, for the purpofe of fupply-
ing the place of thofe who were ordered to Eneland as
evidences on the trial of Mr. Byng, as we find him re-
ported to have been captain of the Buckingham, on that
itation, when the fquadron was, at the conclufion of the
year, commanded by fir Edward Hawke. About the
month of July 1757, he removed into the Intrepid, and .
in the following year was commanding-officer of a fimall
fquadron, ordered 1o eruife to the weftward.  In this oc-
cupation he was cxtremely diligent and active; qualities
which did not pufs unrewarded, many prizes having been
made by the lﬁips under his orders ; one of them, the
Raifonable, a French man of war, mounting fixty-four
guns, which was captured, after a fmart action, y the
Daorfctihire and Achilles. In 1759 he again ferved in the
Meditcrrancan, and as a private captain in the fquadron
under the orders of Mr. Bolcawen. He wds prefent ar
the total defeat of Mr. De la Cluc's fjgatdron in the
month of Augult; but haviag failed to ?ﬁﬂ: captain
Kirke in the deftruflion of the Ocean, the ch com=
mander’s fhip, which had ran afhore to preferv@Rerfelf
from being eaptured, he was fuperfeded by the admiral,
and mot again employed. It does not appear that any.
court-martial was held for the purpofe of enquiring inte
his condudl : and the whole of the charge advanced by the
admiral, that was made public, is framed in the following
flight and apparently indecifive terms. ¢ I fent the In.

id and ica to deftroy the Ocean ; captain Pratten

hav me*orcd could not get in, but captain Kirke per-
med that {ervice alonz.g'ﬁ Hﬂcrthelz;:! he m&eﬂ“
‘under total fufpenfion, deprived even of his half-pay, till
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