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.. {eetfieat" threaten the total fubverfion 
<if illl difciplin. and fubordlnation on board 
merchant fhips·; but was happily cheeRed 
by that fpirit and indignation publicly ex
pretfed by merchants and others on the 

fubject. The kamen. hy fame late deci

fion, h~ve been taught. that although the 

law viill dcfervedly punilh all who fhall 
behave in a tyrannical and brutal manner 
towards them., (as no doubt too many have 

done;) yetthat itwill alfo protect the com

manders and o'fllcers of fhips, who, for the 
prefSvation of the property of their ow
ners and Ihippcrs , and al(o of their own 

Jives and thore of the paffengers and peo· 
pIe under their carc, {hall confine and 

bring to punifhment thore mifcrcants ; who, 
for the fole purpofes of plunder and de
predation, engage as mariners, and by their 
arts and wickednefs too. often bring a num
ber of the crew to join in their infamous 

practices.- Such was the cafe on board the 
·Tartar at the Uland ot St. Thofllas i~c 

year 
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year ' 78" and on.board the Han:Wl'i~dJl, 
May, '787, - Yet .tlle whqle ·blame and.: 
punilliment was lai.i on the commander, 

and officers, inficad of the villainous a11..,1 
thors of the dan'ger fo nearly efcaped by 
the former, and of the calamity unhappily 

ex·pel'icnced by the latter I in which the 
Eaft India Company (0 fcveloely (uffered, 
35 well 3S the officers, owners and other 

individuals concerned. Upon myfcIf, it 
fell peculiarly heavy; as caufing the dif. 
appointment of my fair hopes and prof. 
peets of fuecefs from the Hartwell, after 
the mortification I had futfered . and the 
difficulties I had furmountcd. 

It was a very gre:1t confoiatioJl to me 

upon this occaIion to meet with fympathy, 
kindneIs, and attention from every quar
ter.i even from thofe who were confid~

rable fufferers by this calamity, whi<:h they 
had fpirit. liberality, and honor to COI\

fider as an unavoidable misfortul1e j 1 
mean, 
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mean, the, ·Royal Exchange AlTuranGe 
Oom,pany» and the private upderwriters at, 
Lloyd's Coffee-Houfe. The whule, inclu
ding the private underwriters to a man. 
inftantly fettled the lofs . en , the policies; 
and, without waiting the nfua1 time, of
fered, and aCluaBy fent me the amount of 
their feveral engagements, with the molt: 
kind exprefiions of concern at my misfor
tune.- I beg leaye to feize this opportu 
nity of thus publicly exprdling my thanks 
for this very honorable and friendly beha
viour, which gave me the moft heart-felt 

pleafure, and raired my fpirits when much 
depre!fed by this misfortune. 

I wifh I could with truth fay, that I had 
met with timilar fYOlpathy and kind treat
ment from the COllrt of Diretiorsofthe Eaft
l~dia Company; from whom I had every rca
fon to have expeCled it, from tre well-know_D 
exertions. and, I may fay. the liberal manner'. 
in which I have ever aCled in aU my en~e: 

./iti'c;rt", 
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lIlents and tranfatUons with thetft, ·- rwill 
not, in tbi! place, enter farther into the 
fubjet!: of their condut!: toward. the com" 
mander, ' chief and fecond mate of the 
Hartwell, the latter of whom they fuf
pend ed, and have fince re{tored to their 
fervice. The two former, by the wording 
of their minutes and of their letter to 
Mr. Lempriel'e and myfelf (as .charter
party owners,) it w~s conceived they had 

difmiffed, never to be employed again; but, 

by fome fubfequent refolutions, they have 
qualified their former refolutian, as not 
importing an at!:ual difmilraI, but only a 
fufpenfion; and, on the application of Mr.. 
Chrifiie, the chief-lUateJ they have rcftoeet!. 
him to their fervice. - The reatons which 

the Court give for it will hereafter be feen 
to .imply a confidence in Captain Fiatt, 
the commander; who nevertheler~ fiiH 

remains under fufpenfiop; nor has ~c 
ever applied to be reftored, wifiling, :\5 I 
conceive, previoufiy to know what he" is 

E .ccured , 
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accufed of, and 'the grounds ;of fuch com. 
plaint. FoOr this purpof •• I applied to the 
Court, by letter, on his behalf; but this 
informa"tion, extraordinary as it may be, 
has been moll Feremptorily ' refufed; fo 
that he, as well as myfelf, although his 
agent and the managing owner of the ihlp, 
remain molt perfectly unacquainted with 

,the matter to this day.-I fhall make no 

farther comm~nt here, but proceed to my 
own bulinefs, that of my application for 
leave to build another fhip in lieu of the 
Hartwell; thus unfortunately lolt. 

~ I was advifed not to make an immediate 

application to the Court, but to wa;t a 
little till the ferment, which · prejudice snd 
every art that felf-interelt could dichte 

-againfl: n~w owners and countI'y~built lhips 
(f_ the Hartwell was called) fhould fub. 
ude. - It is wonderful, indeed, tbat men 
'Of', ~fe, in any degree acquainted with ' 
fhipping, could giv .. ear to fuch tales .:Ind , r . 

. alarms 



J .7 J 
alarms of dang~ to tlte Company. {rom 

employing well-built country lhip.; but 
tnat profemonal men lhould have joined to 
exclaim againft it, as was the cafe. is frill 
more extraordinary. - It is well known. 
that the beft oak produced in this iOand i. 
chiefly in its fouthern parts, and that . the 
oak to the northward j. lefs in e/leem than 
that to the fouth of the Thames, in coun
ties immediately adjoining. At the fame 
time, none can doubt that lhipwrights of 
equal merit with any others, are to be found 
in a place lituated near feveral of the royal 
dock-yard., and in the vicinity of London. 
Of this fouthern oak, and in a place fa 
fituated, was the Hartwell buitt, by ing ... 
nipus and experienced fhipwrights; and 
her model and fabric was fuch as not only 
met the approbation of the Company's fur
veyors, who infpeB:ed the work. equally 
if .it had been in the river, but bade defiane 
t<1 . intercfted· and malevolent critics. 
was from the conltruB:ion of this and 

E 2 other 
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other very refpeehble /hips ,ip like circum,_ .' ') . ) . . 
ftances; that :i noble lord , ~as pleafed ib 
{.'y, in the Houfe of Lords, t~at a new dif
covery h~d been made; namely, that /hip
building was not local , but that men of 
war might be built all along OUf coruh.
I confefs 1 take fame pride to myfelf, when 
I reffett, that the Hartwell (which when 
launched was the largeft !hip which had 
ever been built for the Company's fervice) 
fumilhed one of the firft inll:ances to do 

away a prejudice [0 inj urious to the mari
time interefi s of England, and to the 
country gentlemen who have timber near 

tlle fca, the price of which has hitherto 
been kept down by its dift.nce from filip
yards. And I truft that no combination 
of London !hip-builders will be able te 
ft ifte the Faa." 

• The price for building IllJiiLmc!\.-or aboDt 800 ton. , 

r.llhe river, was, in '786, thirteen guineu P!f ton. -[ 

~ontrl\aed Ihu yelt for the Hartwdl at e1ev~ pounds I 

~~ -t. two month, after, fM the BclYidereatt~'Cl,e poundl. 

The '.,rice now, in the ri,er, i, cleven pouncb fi ~~ !hit. 

1in~' P\' tOll, 

On 
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to build, and ,that it had hem ~ ~ 
by them. Some of .thofe;, ",ho had before 
'exprdfed themfelves 10 be friendly. afm-~ 
wards fiarted doub,ts and difficulties '; and I 
then began to find. that I was likely to 
have equal obftacles to flJrm0l1nt3.f3t firft. 
i was kept in tbis fufpence ti11 the mGnth 
of March, 1790 , when 1 received a letter 
from the Court of DireB:ors, dined the 

5th of that month, £lating certain condi
tions which they infifred upon. and which 
they called U an explanation of the terms 

H on which they would receive new {hips 

H for the Company's fervice." After ha
ving mentioned ''Yhat were thefe particulars, 
they {aid, .. it would be left far me to 

" determine whether I would abid. hy my 
(( former tender," - .- I wrote an anfwer 

agreeing thereto" dated the l oth of March, 
1,790; and I now conceived- that all dO. 
culties were tcmoved, and , that r fhour 
immed~.tely have the ufual letter of Ii . m 
with leave to build: all my friends th ght 

the 
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the rime; and I wa. fo well afi"ured of .t; 
, , 

that I began to form my arrangements for 
the purpok of building, the faidlliip. Ex~ 
peeling every week to re~eive the letter of 
leave, I waited patiently- till the 2d of 
June, when I wrote a letter to the CDurt 
of DireB:ors as foI10":,5: 

U Honourable Sirs, 

" HAVING received a letter from Mr. 
U Secretary Morton by order of your Ho. 
IC nonrs, dated the 5th of March, in an
n fwer to my ten4~r and application for 
H leave to build a new (hip in lieu of the 
U Hartwell, with the conditions Q.n which 
cc your Honours were. willing to give, '{l\c 
H leave to build. and requiring my anfwcr 
U thereto j I accordingly gave in my an
" fwer dated the loth of March lafti ~gr.ee
~c ing to :the terms which your .,Honc;»ucs 
,i wcre pleafed to' ftipulate. 

U I have been "ever fioee expeCting your 
Honours letter of permiffion to build the 
,Jaid fhip. I have nDW, t~ ~equeft your 
lfono.urs will be pleafed to grallt lie fuch 

U leave - . 
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•• leave, as eatly as Iilay b. agreealiie to 
.. your Honours, that I m41 have flill alld 
,. fuffitient time to get fuch fhips built 
.. and completed to the entire fatisfaCtion 
tf of your Hortours. I am, with the great~' 
" eft refpel1 • 

.. Honourable Sirs, 

U Yours, &Cl 

H J. FlOTT." 

1 waited in petton for ail anfwer; and iII 

III very few minutes after my letter wa~ 

read, to my utter aftonifhment I received tbd 

following anfwer, fignod by Mr. Mortc1n, 
Secretary to the Company . 

.. The Court of Dit'el1ots of tlie E.ft • 

.. India Company have taken into confide. 

" ration your letter requefting to build a 
.. ffiipon .the.bottomof the Hartwetl~.n, 
.. J am ordered. by the raid Court to ac 

F .. q t 



(3"4 ) 

.. quaint YOll that they I)-ve re(olved nQt 

" to comply therewith." 

I was /hocked by this to fuch a degree •. 
that I was fcarce able to believe what I 
read. I could hardly conceive it pomble 
that a majority oftwenty-four gentlemen of 

character, repuration, and honour, in pri

vate life. could as a public body behave thus 
to a private individual , whofe exertions 
in their fervice• in fpite of ·all difficul
ties and againft all oppofition, had com
manded refpeB:. and I truft will · al
w:ys. continue t,o. do it.-To what 'purpofe 

keep me in fufpenfe from July to March. 
and then fignify to me the terms on which 

they were willing to let me build? To what 
p_urpofe write me their letter of March, if, 
notwithlt:anding my acquiefcen.cc, they were 
.redetermined to refufe me . leave to buil<J 
tall? To what purpofe keep me frOm the 

. th of March without informing me that 
tbe would not give me ruch leave? 

Some 
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Some parlicul~r concerns which carr!ed 
me out of town prevented my taking far ... 
ther fteps in ,his matter till the 30th of 
June, when I wrote to the Court, re,:;; 
quelling 10 be informed of the reafons of 
their refufal. rvIy letter was refecred to a 

committee, at which !'vIr. Smith, the Com

pany's Solicitor, was confulted on die fub

jea of the Right to build, under a forced 
interpretation of an ex poji fa80 bye. law 
of September 1788, and under the wording 
of the letter of the Court of Directors 

of the 17th of March 1786, (granting leave 
to build the Hartwell, but excepting 
from it the claim to re-build, if the !hip 
!hould be loft, or have perform.d her four 
voyages.)~I waited on Mr. Smith to know 
on what precife ftatement he wa.s defiTed to, 
give' his opinion; but I found that tht.:~ 

cafe of , the Tartar, or her having been re~ 
fufed a fecond voyage, 'had made no ijO>f! 
flf it.~It is very eary to make out 'a pfrtial 

F 2 cafe; 
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"cife,but, ' We'" the whole ,fratement to 
be laill bofore~n.' Smith, J'havi: no doubt 
that, as II g®tleman and an boneft man, 
he ' wouJd giye it as his ~ opinion, tha.t ~e 
CoiIrt df DireClors ought Rot to have rrject

'm tb. Tartar in '783 and '784' and ftill 
lefs, under tho circnmftancesof thecafcfbave ' 
refufed leave to buiJd another fhip in lieu 
of the Hartwell,'--Whatever determination 
the Court came to, they did not favor me 
with an anfwer.-I waited till the 6th , of 
Augnft laft, when I again wrote anotber 
'Jetter j neither of which have the; Cqut't 
yet thought propel' to notic<;. 

'. I conceive that fuch behaviour adds in .. 
fult to injury. Both as an individual and 
•• a proprietor of India Stock, i had a 
right to expeCl a very different behaviour, 
and frill more fa as aCling not only for 
f'yfelf. but :on behalf of the owners of.th~ 
lIartweU; men, in point of~putatioI) and 
~ertY. in 'g¢neral ranking equal with 
theft\foIYe., The fmall boon Q\len cli''Il\ 

an(wer 
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an(wer,w .. howt1lC:r d<:aied to me.) . thoJll!> 
I . WAS . undenbe circum/boce . of .;pen.:. 
with 'Whom a ucatywas· not only' c;om
menced, but virtuaHy concluded; hav¥aJ .," 
(abll)itted to .11 tho modi6cations modo ,~ 

Illy teoder by the .court of D.iretior.. (ui>
fcquent to the lof, of the . Hartwell. 

Having now laid before the public the 
true ltate of my 'cofe, they wiU judge bew 
far the conduCt of the Court of Di .. aon 
is to be defended; or whether it ·is not 

. highly partial and even unjuft, and te"d
ing greatly to the prejudice af the I""
prietors ~nd the public. What perf on, after 
fuch treatment, can fa~ly place- reliance 
on them as a Court 1-, With refpea Io''';y

feif perfon.Uy, after having complied witb 
every obligation, and every requifition for 
their fervice, in expetl:ation of the fair and 
jufr tet1lrl)s. for ruth exertions; after k.ep
jag, at a dead expence, the Tartar (.., up

W819' of two . . year. unemployed; tbough 
I)jf~cd ill tlun; after being negotiat~J with 

from 



( 3..' ) 
from year. to year I and a£ta. '(uCh fruWef., 
attendance, anxious. fufpent<, .,..,11 boa¥)" 
lo!lj:s,. to bt harilily and abruptly ~s it were 
t~ out if the ftrviu, without any re
quital;. ~ fay, after this, it win noti, be 
wondered, . that I have felt fuflicifntly in . .. 
jured to be induced to make an aPDeal to 
the public. 

I will neverthelefs fo far do junice.to the 
DireEl:ors, as to ,helieve; that · they would 
ha..e difdained fu~.h conduC!: in their pri. 
vat'~"capacities; as individu~ls; but, as 'a ; 
public body, they .. ppear to have had few 
kruples; and it is hence that I thus pub.. ' 

. 1icIy give an account of their condua~ 
knowing no other way to procure juA:ice or 
prevent a repetition of fuch improper pre>. 
uedings. 

At the fame time I beg leaye again to re
peat my thanks. to the prefent Chairman. 
ari!I Deputy.-Chairman, l\1r. L!JlhingtoD ' 

and 
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and Mr. Devaynes, and to futh other gel!. 
tlemen a; have'had the fpirit to [upp6rt ' iny 
application. I ·know not aU their "names; 
ad lhould be happy to be at lieerty to:grve 
them. I truet that I have had no enem'ies, 
though otbers appear to have had more 
friends. 

It remairis to be conudered what can have 
induced perCons, who, in private life, ap
pear as men of reputatjon and honor, to 
aCl [0 differently as a public body. The ..... . 
world will eafil y decide upon this occalion. 
For myfelf I will!!.te the following falls, 
without making any comment. 

I. The Old Shipping Owners holding "
<onfiderable quantity of !!ock, and confe
quently polfeffing, as well as inAuencing, 
man,r "Votes, can eafily join to appofe, at 
elellians for" the Di'reClorlhip, . fuch a; 

do nof act according to their willieS, as welt 
a~ 'to fupport thofe who have f,,'oured 
them. 

2. A 
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'I; A number of the DireClors have ha

bits and conneClions with many of the Old 

Shipping Intereft. 

3. A part of the Direaora have at. 
different times been underftood to have. 
direa or indireCt concerns in the lhipping 
belonging to the Old Shipping Intereft, or 
to have benefited by the patronage belong

ing to them. 

4. The {ale of the command of /hips for 
five to eight or ten thoufand guineas, and 
of particular deftinations of voyages fo~ 
one to two or three thoufand pounds, h ... ,l 
been fo notorious, that the public are m 
pelfeflion of the general faa, and the Court 
of DireClors has lately been obliged to no
tice a particular inftance of it; though the 

only excufe for it, that has yet reached my 
car, is cUjl.m. This trallW may' be faf ..... 

....", 
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mlJ1lg fritnds and tri,d p,rjims on the prd'ell~ 
fyftemj but. wcreothero allowed t0bct<>_ 
Ihip-own .... on .. plan of riiJ."d f,. ... 'ht,s .. 
the bargain would be embanaffing !!lld 
hilzardous. while tbe favor to b. bought 
and fold would b. diininilhed.-Hence a mo
nopoly of Ihipping. freighted at high rates; 
in the hand. of particular perfons. howev.r 
deJlruCtive to the company and-injurious to_ 
the puclic. wilr always find favour witli 
flme. 

lbavo faid that r Ihould make no com· 
nient here. and I /hall keep my word. My 
next objeCl:. therefore, -will be to aniwet 
[om-e objeruen. wbich may b. madera -what 
bas been urged. 

REPLiES 



REPLIES TO OBJECTIONS. 

I. It may be pretended that ,the lor., in
curred in the cafe of the Tartar, was eom
,penr.ted by leave to build the Hartwell. 

Reply. Whtn. /hip iI,built for thetU-. 
vice of the Eaft-India Company, the .com, 
penfation for t~e ex-pence arifes ' in one of 

. two modes. Either the /hip runs four voy_ 
ages, or elfe /he is loll: before /he com~ts 
them. In the firft cafe, the profit upon 
the four voyages rtimDuifts the owners ;-In 
the fc;:cond cafc, the recovery of the. amount 

inrured (for the whole may be inrured) re

injlatu·them.-App\y this to the care of the 
Tartar. This /hip was repaired, and 
fitted in a ftyle ufelds for other [ervices, 
arid made capable of a fetof Eaft-India voy
ages, a~ an immenfe expence, upon the pre~ 

fumplion 
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[umption of the Company continuing" !9 
etnploy ber ·till Ibe was worn out • . 'Sbe wa!: 
neimer loft nor worn out; but. after being 
.kept idle, at a-dead expence, near two Jean 
alld.a 'half; in the vain expeetation of a fe
co.nd 'voyage, {he was fold at an imm,enfe 
ioI"s. She wal not rejected for any infufli
c:iency.i for the Court of DireCtors, it 
MS been feon' wilbed. though too Jate, 
t. mrphy h" again . . - Their diftref. for 
Ibipping continuing. they gave the late. 

owners of the Tartar leave to build the 
Hartwell. This was fondly looked to 
as a probable compenfation for the injury 
they had fuftained; but the Hartwell. un
fortunately periffiing at her outfet. yielded 
DO profit, and, confequcntly, no compen_ 
fation. The recovery of the amount 10il, 
from the infurers. fimply rein/latttf the·ow
ners pI fl'WntrJ of the Hartwell;. leaving the 
lofs by the Tat~ar unredeemed and unato
ned for. - No cafuiftry tberefore .illl fet 

G 2 alido 
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arlde the ioIIowi", dilem..... Either th~ 
J'iartwell ..,.. given as a cocopenfatioo.for 
\!)c Tarttii'. or it was given; as an indepe3. 
dOnt phj.a. If as • comperifation. Ibe fur. 
"ilbed none, if •• an indcperulent ·objetl, 
I"" fCpair of tbe injuIY. in the (lfe of tlw: 
Tartar. bad no concern in it. Compen-" 
,\lOn, the,l'cfQre, in Qne cafe, was newr gi
wn, in the other, it was ne'Vlr ;nt,lIIinI. [ 
(I.illl compenfation, therefore. on the part 
Df the Tanar .• as fiill being our due; and. . . 
.a • . the public will fuppcrt the claim. Ilball 
nev.cr tearc to purfue it. , 

n. It may be . llIid. perhaps. that tbe 
owners of the Hartwell were excluded from 
any pretenrion to rebuild on the bottom Of 
the lIactwell; !irll. by the letter of lbe Di
reaors. when accepting the tt:nder of her, 
ana, fe<ondly, by virtue of the by-la ... ef 

. the Company. 

Reply. 
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Reply. . What,has been mentionell ili·tM 
preceding paragraph /hews this o~caion nOl 
\10 be applicable. I claim a compen(ation fot 
tbi;;fartar- and this was never giv~n . . I~ 
,,," 'perhaps intended. by (orne of the 0 .. 
. ~ors. to be given in the cafe of the Hart
.w~lI. but the Hartwell peri/hed in emi>rio, 
andJ therefore repeat. that compenf.tion ne
ver was given. The extraordinary fati~ ..... 
,incurred in fuperintending the builrung <Ii 
the Hartwell and her loading outwards, were 
b~rthens, not gains. and w_ere immediatelf 
futeeeded by the pain attending her I,,(s.
The cafe. therefore, nands juft as it did; 
Of, indeed, more in our favor than before 
the Hartwell was in contemplation) am 
the Hartwell, con!equently, forms no ne
~ry part of the difcuffion. 

Bllt let uj' fuppofe it othetwife. Would 
the difuefs, refulling from the fatal misfor
tune of the Hartwell, plead for the owners 
·in 'vainl Ought liot the lofs of ./hip, in the 

very 
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very outfet of her 6rll voy~, to be deem
ed Q cafe where ·th"e owners bad\i'Wt, "in the 
the' leall; benefited by permiflicin to .build/ 
I "lbake my appeal to humanity. -, Would 
it be kind in a great public body. abounding 
in themeansof renderingfervices,'towithhOJd 
its attention from fuffering difappointllle.; . , 
only to favor men who have received ,,~ 

many of its favor ... lready? The Old.O ...... 
.ers were fure of permanent attestion; tbey 
would have been pollponed in their tum 
only, not difplaced. Why then was our 
ewe lamb to be taken away to be given· to 
·the rich? 

Bilt fome of our opponents did worfeth'fl 
King David; they not only injured -but they 
catumniated. To.lend a colorto the refufa! 
of huilding another velfe! in lieu of the 
Hanwell, they took away the character of 

• its ·commander. The lofs of the velfe! was 
attributed to his neglect. 
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, With rerred: to the conduct of the com;: 
"""'der · of the Hartwell, whom, from .. • 
thorough k.nowledge of hi. integrity ~ 
goOd intentions, I am proud to call my br"': 
Other, '1 have touched upon it in my narra,; 
Jjve, and it will again be fonnn noticed, in 
a different view, jn my app(~ndix; arid, as 
the_ e~amination into the care is ftill depen
ding, and may hereafter come before the 
poblic, Ilhall not dwell upon it any farther 
here, than to make and apply a finglere
: ... rk.- Wife men have thought it .jmpru~ 
dent to embarrars perfons, in the midft of 
an entcrpri'ze, with too many-objeCts and 
atamls ;: deeming it advifable, where -good 
intentions are matters of- courfe, to leaye 
the judgment free to govern according· to 

:the circumfrances of the cafe, . Thell: .good 
:intentions and an anxiety fO.r. fuccers arc 
¥too .J)3tural in the cafe of India captains. 
(whofe lives and fortune. are conneaed with 
the fafety of their velfels, rever to be fuf
pea.d, To prefs men needlemy with ihe 

I ' teCiar 
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(error of doing wro~g is to.'!),,"e them diJIi. 
dent of doing right, ' they refufe to ufe thei~ 
difcretion, and put as little as pomble to if; 

fuea. ' ~nd become guilty of fins ~f .omiffio~~ 
ftom the def"e of Ihunning lins · of ~om~ 
million,-Let us apply. this Feafoning. 'Tlle 

", 
Captain had mutineers on-board whom. he 
wilhed to land at one of the ~ illaRd, 

within his reach. He was deurous of loliog 
no time, and therefore of arriving ·at his 
port early in the morning) in order to refume 
his voyage before the evening, efpeciaHy as 
he was then to be intangled with illans •. 
~. con{uJted the Company's charts """ raw 
po danger indicated in his intended cOW'U: 
which he coul<l not eafily avoid, qpon aay 
fllPlI"tition whatev~r, provided the charts 
_re correa. Milled by the CW'rents, and by 
the (unilarit)' of the laDd, "he had takm ODe 

iIIami 

• Mr. C'rillie. 1W 'tAo 1nU;, _ ~i04ll .JiIl ~ 
fa). dnDptf ... 'II; lwl draML .. Ti.ew of tae lu:4-11 ~ 
Nico~ •• i'll .. fwmu WYlie. which greatly refembl ..... t at 

Sol. 
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ifland for another; an error, of itfelf, of 
no moment had the Company's charts, ii> 
other refpeCl:s, been true. But, unhappily, 
they were falfe, far they placed certain rock. 
as ooly reaching one league from the /hore, 
Ilraggling reefs of which, in fact, extended 
much farther. The officer, from mo
tives of prudence, had hauled abotlt as foon 
as the land was feen, but too late, the ihip 
frriking upon the very ,·ock, on which the 
great Cook(a, will be feen her.3fter) might 
have been 10tt. in his taft voyage, in the 
midfr of all his experience and glory. I 
maintain, therefore, that a fail' error in 
judgment and an innocent miftake, arifing 
under fuch circllmfiances and ending in 
fuch a difafrer, called for confol.tion· from 

a the 

Sal. With tb.is view and the Comp:lny's charts before 
kim. with his (hip's reckoning pllrpofely worked. ~p 10 

the.D1oment. and'wilh the deliberate concurrence of his 

~i ind ((cond, illites and of his parCer. (M;r. D agley, a 

s:endcman of good judgment and expemnce.) who were 
exprersly advired . ..vith, be (ormed. his tODc1ufion as to t~. 

~d whith prefepted hfelf to th em. 
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the GqnlPi'~Y rather than. reprpb.tion; 
There are few men, who ' ate honell: and . • I 

,C3lldid, however difcreet they may be, w!>o 
will not allow that the caft might have 
been their own. - But, allowing (which I 
cannot allow) the Captain to have been in 
.fault, fince he as commander (as well as the 
. charts) had received the deliberate approba. 
tion and fanCtion of the Company, the 
owners of the Hartwell were, b)' no means, 
puni{hable on that accoun\. 

. The letter of the DireCtors, which fogni. 
fies that the owners of the Harlwd' fuall 
,have no claim to contiuue a {hip in the 
Company's fervice in confequence of the 
.Ieave given to build that veffel, this letter, 
1 . fay, is /\lent refpeCting the 'i'arlar. I 
fpeak uniformly of the Tartar, and found 
my .pretentions chiefly upon the merits of 
that cafe.-I mull: neverthelefs affert, that, 
if the Company had been iililbjuJly ft_d 
by the owners of the Pf~eU; the latter, 
confUlently h9th with policy and e'j1!}ty, 

m'iht 
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fl\ight have daimed a futnre attenilon from 
the Company, as being appfoved perfons; 
fo long a, they continued to tender on ita.' 
ttrm1 witb others. 

With regard to the pal'ticular by-law of 
the Company, which frates that the 10[' of 
a /hip "mult be judged «;,avoidable before the 
ownerS can claim any preference to a permifo:. 
fion to build anew /hip in it, Itead, ltgive. 
room for feveral remarks. Firft, referen,ce 
is made to a by-law which wasnotin being 
dulihg the exiltence of the Hartwell, whofe 
c~J therefore, it could in no way reach 
unlers by :in '" pojl faCio operation; (for ih. 
claure to this df<ct, ftanding in an old by
Ill\\(, was repealed in March, 178 j, and 
not duly revived till September, 1788.) 
Secondly, the by-law in queltion fpeaks of 
the tille created by an unavoidable lors, 
a! extmding to a claim to build out of ro
lation ahd by preference l a~d the owners 
of -the Hartwell are refufed leave to build 
even On anJ, terms. ' Thirdly~ when a /hip 

H 2. IS 
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is Joft, the by-law does not take away from 
the Court of Direaors the liberal interprc
~tion of the caufes of fuch lofs; and frill 
lefs does it affea the power, always refiding 
in this Court, of giving relief to innocent 
owners, circumfranced like thofe of the 
Hartwell, when applying under the de
fcription of perfons prefenting new tenders 
under the fame, or lower, termi with others. 
Latlly, to repeat my conllant remark, th is 
by-law has nothing to do with the Tartar, 
which was not in the fituation of a {hip 
" cafually hired for home-freights" like the 
retu rning Botany-Bay /hips; but was a /hip 
deliberately repaired and fitted out, under 
the direction of the Company's furveyor, 

for the Company's fervice both outward. 
and homewards; and was dirmilred, con
trary to good faith, after her return from 
her /irfr voyage; though fuppofed, atacon
,fiderable interval afterwards, as fiill re
maining fit for their' feevice, having only 
b~n fet afide to favor pther.s, whofe term, 
Ileverthelefs were lef. realOn.ble. 
, 

III. There 
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III. There is a third objecnon tei ' my 
claims, with a reply to which I /hall ,cio£C 
what I have to fay in this place.-It is .it.'rt
Cd that I have been made owner and h"f
band of another /hip, the Belvidere, fine. 
tbetranfaCtion [efpeCting the Tartar; which 

rnnft be confidered as an indemnification 
for what pa!fed 011 that occafion. 

Reply. I have already frated that my 
contract for the Hartwell was made in 
March, '786. - On the 28th of May, in 
the fame year, that is about two months 
afterwards, being informed by two of the 
Direttors, that the Company were !n want 
of another /hip to be built for the mfoing 
feafon; I expreffed a confidence that I 
.could accompl i(h their wifhes.-I was Iike

wife informed that Captain Greer, who 
~ad been many years in the fervice of the 

,Company, ~efired the command of an In
diaman, and had . Friends who would take 

the chief !bares, of whom Sir John D'Oyly, 
, Dart. 
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Bart. was particularly mentioned as one, 
i \m';'e<,\iately .applied. by letter. to Sir 
John D'Oyly and Captain Greer; and. on 
the Tuefday following, I made a tender 10 

the Court of Dire.;iors. by letter. of a fhip 
of 1000 tons, for the enruing feafon. r 
was immediately called into Court; and, 
after fome treaty as to the precife time for 
her being completed and for her arrival in" 
China, (which the Court wHhed to fix for 
the loih of OUober, '787. and I defired 
to extend to the 3.ft of OUober. '787,) 
the agreement was concluded as follows, 
viz, that, if the fhip did not arri.e at China 
by the '5th of october. '787, the owners 
were to be allowed no demurrage.-As I 
frated to the Company that bufinefs ..... 
quired my prefence in Holland for a fort
night, and that I mull: conclude the treaty 
on the fpot, or not at all, I experienced no~ 

delay. The tender "as made, and the con
tnlU.nltted into. in little mOrI lhan two 
hour. J Captain .0 ...... agroeiag with · me 
9.l!riJ)g rhe ta"mc int&rl'a1, QI> WoaIi of It ...... 

£elf, 
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liM, Sir John O'OYly, and other friends; for 
fifteen fixteenth ala..... I, on my part. 
confented to appoint him to the commartd. 
referving to myfelf the right of patronage 
and: of agency to the fhip, 

I fet off for Holland the fame 't\'C:nffii, 
having previouOy furmed the plan •. ~ 
written letters for proceeding in the build~ 
ing of the fhip. On my return, in a~ 
twelve days. I found that a keel and timbd-., 
had been prepared; and, two days after, I 
went to Itehenor. and made my coritratl: 
with the perfons engaged in building tli': 
Hartwell. I advanced them, in a very thort 
time, fix thoufand pounds, (four 'tim.'-the 
fum ufually paid on figning the contraa: ., 
by' which means they were enabled to lay 
in timber and other articles on good terms. 
I hal too much to fear from inrereftecl 
pe1'fons, not to keep the place of buildin, 
a kcret. even from tre Court of Djr.ctorS 
thanfelves, till theelld of July; when I in'
(ormed the Court. that ·the keel mSNadj 

to 
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to be fury.yed, and nearly the whole of her 
frame ready to be put up, the chief part of 
w,hich had been converted (or prepared) 
near Petworth, in SufTex, and from thence 
conveyed Ilear thirty miles ciNei'. the hill. 
to itch<;!,lOr, On or about the Ill: of Auguft, .,.Ii ieJl was furveyed, and thefilip was 

,;completed, ,. and launched on the .d of 
April ' following, above a fortnight after 
!he period for whi<h the builders had con, 
-tia§l:ed with me, 

',.. " 

. ~ : .Having informed the DireCtors, on the 
2~\lipf March, that , notwithll:anding every 

,~ertion of the builder, this delay woulU 
Mcur ';, I exprclled my fears of the filip 
Jqfiiig .her paflage to China, if file wa. 
obliged to go round to Gravefend; and as 
it was of ,great moment to the Company 
to make ' an importation of teas as early as 
,poIIibJe, I reqtlefted that file might be dif
patched diretlly from Portfmouth or Spit
head; and mentioned, as I w'as authorized 
tq"do, that the Notting""m and Hartwell 

would 
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would convey her intended outward-boulid 
cargo to China. The Court. ort the fol
lowing day~ agreed to the propofition, on, 
condition that the owners paid the expence 
upon what Ihould be fent round, &c. &c. 
and that the owners Ihoulrl not be entitled 
to demurrage, if the !hip 10ft her paff.ge 
to China. This ' was immediately acceded 
to j and, when I returned the thanks '6f th~ 
owners and myftlf for the indulgence, I 
requefied leave, on the part of the owners, 
to prere"t the Court with one hundred 
pounds, for the ufe and benefit of the 
Company's hofpital at Poplar; as a fmall 
acknowledgement of the obligation con
ferred on us on this occafion. They gra
tified Us by accepting it; and their {ecrerary 
was dil"etted to acquaint us by letter, that 
the Court was much pleafed with this at
tention of the owners to Poplar hofpita!. 

The Belvedere failed from Spithead, or 
the Motherbank, on the 8th of June, andl 
by very great exertions faved her pafi"age,. 

. I and 
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and arri •• d, at Macao. in Chi~a, on the 
3 Ill: of OClober, the very day.w.hich I had. 
at. /irft propofed for her: Had· not t""·, 
builders failed in their cot:J.traCt as to time, 
fhe would have arrived on or before the day 
withed for by the Court of Directors. - She 
failed : from. China, on her return, on the 
J2th of March; and-arrived in the Septem
ber following, with a cargo of near J 200 

tons, bringjng about 200 tons fUl'ptus ton

nage at half freight. 

Such is the hiftory of the Belvedere, which 
has been mentioned as a motive , for refu
ling me leave to .build another thip in lieu 
of the Hartwell. But, as the owners of 
the Belvedere were diftinCl: per[ons from · 
the owners of the Tartar and Hartwell, 
(myfelf excepted,) had a favor been in
tended by the Cou(! of DireCtors in the 
cafe of the Belvedere, wbicb tbere plainly 
'WlZf not, and which, ha4 it ~n in their 
power fo to beftow, would certainly have . 
gone mto other channels; it could have no 

.. retrofped 
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tttrofpeCl to 'the owners of the other two 
vdli:ls. In /hart, the owners <if the Tartar 
and Hartwell were not in the le3ft degree 
in t.he contemplation of the Court of Di
reaors, when the building of the Belvedere 
was agreed for; which will appear nill 
more evident, when it is confidered, that 
the contract. of the Hartwell and Belvedere 
were near1y cotemporary. 

To conclude. The Court of Directors, 
by the 56th bye-law of the Company, are 
direEted to allow an intetval of eighteen 
months, from the time of . laying the keel 
of an Jndiaman to the time of launchi-ng. 

This work, in the cafe of the Belvedere, was 
accomplifhed in nine months i and hath the 
Hartwell and Belvedere were built and 
finilhcd within twelve months; their coft 
together amounting n~arly to 56,000 I. in
cluding their outfit. For this difpatch, I 
take to myf~lf no little merit ; though it is 
rcquifite t9 add, in jultice to my friend;, 
tha! my own indullry would have been in'-

r 2 effeClual. 
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effectual, had it not been fecondcd by their 
confidence and fupport, which was un, 
bounded. 

I /hall here end the hiftory of my own 
private cafe. except fo much of it as is re ... 
fervcd for the Appendix. The remaining 
pages will be employed in illuftrating the 
conduct of the Court of DireCtors, refpec
ting their naval department. 

Of tb, flipping employed by the EajJ-India 
Company, in the trade bel",,,n EnglQlld and 
the Indian Seas. 

WHO, it may be alked, are the E.ft
India Company? The people of Thibe~ 
having heard their name frequently men
tjoned, inquired whether th~ Company wa.s 
a maf! or a 'W~man. It is not to be won
dered, tqat the people of Thibet were igno
rant Qn thi's fupjecr; &nce many are igno_ 
rant, who have much better opportunitios 
of t>eing acqu,inte~ with it. 

The 
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Tne EaO:-India Company is compoCed of . 
-a great number of perions, each of whom 
in general devotes to the common objet! of 
it only a Cmall part of his fortune. All 
therefore po(fe(fed of the moderate amount 
of fiock, which ferves as a qualification 
for voting, may interfere in its concerns, 
though each thus acquires only a weak in. 
tereO: in the general profperity of them. 
The rich individual is inclined through in
difference, to abandon this little fragment 
of his property to chance ; feldom feeling a 

cafe of mifmanagemcnt or {peculation as of 
moment eno\lgh to call for his exertions. 
Proprietors of this defeription, with all 
thofe who love their eafe and tranquillity, 
or who are placed at a dillanee from the 
fcene of aClion, rarely take part in the 
controul of the Company's affairs; unleCs 
to vote for Frimd, at the eleaion for Di
rc,.'\or$, or upon political oceafions. 

But 



il!Ut .. tllere i,. a numerQus body of 'pro

q>rictors of a -far different complexion, who 
'have,v,ie.ws ofrint~reft ,to purfue. and w~ofe 
;great .objea in .having .. ·fitare.in. the ftock 
.Q£ the c;.0tJlpany, is to ferve THEMSELVES. 

'{hey :have no folicit"de. about the. dividend 
Q/I tbcir qualification, whether it be 6 'per 
"!lnt. or 8 pc, cent: they have a priyate 
conee'" ,of far greater amonnt, wltich goo •. 
.to. thoufands and ten tho.ul3nds a year, he
ndes immenfe patronage. In Iho~, they 
lio not join ;n the cauk t<> 'abide the ·com. 
mea 'itrue of it; but, like contraCtors and 
..,ltu,,,., they follow the camp for prey. 
Ho,""ver the Company may decline; th~y 
are CUFe of profperity; and, in {orne dlres, 
in eua proportion to that decline. A 
'1nalincation to vote ill the C?ml'ahy's af. 
rair, is fo ai!ily bought, and many of thore 

. .' 

who propofe to benefit tliomfdvos in its 
employ, are fo wealthY,and .hav. fo niariy 
wealthy friends, that a multitude of votes 

become 
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!lecome-ellllly. at- their _.ri& "~l 

whbn 'once eitablilhed', 'gene""n\> , begetoJ 
pOwe,; As the : tmmenfe extent, of th .. 
Company's atF.iirs prefehts .JucriitiYe'objeCt., 
in' 'every quarter, each' candidate for fa¥cir
(eells for effeCtual' Cupport: influence ·i.· 
bartered fur infiuend: j and a combination 
arifes from ' it, capable of accomplilhiilg 
every thing. DireCtors are chofen . by vir
tue of it; and thefe DireCtors feel a grati
t~de for their patrons, which is the more 
~tural, as they have to reek for votes again 

at the end of every four years. 

M.ny words are needlefs for painting the 
refult of thefe intrigues. The dominions 
of an Eaftern Emperor have becOll,C the 
portion of the Company, and the Company 
has become the portion of miniftry for the 
time being, and of the jobbing proprietors. 
The concern itfelf at ftake has, in con
fequence, become divided. The landed'pa
tronage 'chiefly falls to:tbe thare of.govem_ 

ment; 
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ment; and the naval and home patronage 
to th~ fhar~ of the jobbin, proprietors. 
The Ilream of wealth ariling out ~f t,.., 
dominions of the Eaft, which otherwife 
might flow plentifully into the pocket~ ,of 
the proprietors and of the public, running 
by the way over fuch thirfty foils, liitle of 
i~ reaches its true denination. Herice we 
fee rich fervants and a poor Company i 
hence the interefts of the Company are 
made a fecondary objea, and the polfellion 
ofpofts and emoluments becomes primary; 
and though pal'liament and the Court of 
DireCtors or of proprietors) now and then, 
make an effort towards a reforAt, things 
fooner or later fhew the ftrongeft tendency 
to a relapfe.-To this particular fouree is 
to be attributed the expenfive management 
of the chief branch of the Company's rna.' 
ririme department, fome of the particulars 
of which I Chall now briefly explain. ; 

The mifconduEt of ,the Court of Direc- , 
tou in their fhipping-department i. of an 

early 



( 6S ) 

early aate; but I Ihall go no farther back 
than to ilie periods of it, which .ttratted 
the notice of the legiOature in 1773 ; and 
lib.!! found what I have to fay on this 
ru~ett upon the third report of the Secret 
Commi ttee of the Houfe of Commons, 

printed in 1773, and upon public notoriety 
finee that time. 

From the above report we learn the fol
lowing particulars: The expcnces of freight 
and demtlrrage, during ten years, had 3-

ttlounted"to five millions fterling,· exceeding 
their jult bounds, by general confent of the 
evidence called in, no lefs than one~third ; 
(that is, one-third q[ five mil/ions Jlerling;) 

"befides the lors produced to the revenue, and 
to the Company's fale of goods, by the 
fmuggling confequent upon there bad re
gulatiom.-This waite of money afore in 
feveral manners. For example, the furplui 
lhippiDg (for the Company it feems had a 
third more Ihipping attached to their em-

K ploy 
• J jQclude Ihe .uanrport rervice. 
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ploy than was th:cn requifite,) occafioned a 
large capital to lie dead, with other needlefs 
expenees, as well as a wanton decay in the 

£hips and flares; the whole of which ulti
mately fdl to the Ihare of the Company to 

reimburfc. The dimenfions of the fh ips 

alfo, were too [mall; [0 that they not only 
carried Ids inproponion~han larger {hips,
but called for more officers and men, and 
confequcntly for more provifiol1S, &c. than 

\\'as neceffary. The height likewife was 
calculated in a complex mannerJ under th.e 
name of freight, half-freight, &c. and this 
complication, as ufual l re rved to cover fra~
du1cnt bargains. The officers [erving in 
thefe £hips moreover poffe!Teci privilege's f<\
vorable to fmuggling, and other incroach

ments. The voyages lallly were ill ar~ 

ranged j too much country trade was left to 

•• The incrtafe of eonage, f;j,Iling in the midlhips. 

f affords the advantage above ~dcribed ~ ' 'A !hip of676 
< ton3 would briDg home an equal numbel ornet gOJds, ex-

• c1ufivtofkinthtge. Ste tbird rtpOr/. ill 1173. iflhe/cltl 

• ComlIJilttt iflb, Hr'!foifComrna", . aj~il1ted ltI ;/JfIJirt ;,,1, !be 

• flam iffhl E,'.fl-/lldia C(:I1/al'.J. P. 6. 

The 
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The urgency of the ",-iI, as it frood in 
1773, cannot be better {tated, than in the 
extract of a letter to the Secret Committee 

of the Houfe of Commons, dated Ft:bruary 
the I Ith, in that year, written by Mr. Gabriel 

Snodgrafs, furveyor of Chipping to the Eafr
India Company, eVEr fincc 1757; a perron 

whofe judgment and integrity are ali ke 

beyond my praife. - He enumerates the 
caufes of the above evils, with their reme .. 

dies, as follows, beginning with the caufes. 
the Chare of European Chipping; and fome
times the !hips returned fuort-freighted , or 
were forced to he delayed a {eafon abroad 
for want of a loading, and thi:; CIt a higl~ 

demurrage. 

"Firfl.. From the gr'eat nu mbers, opule nce, and va· 
n rious inrere{h of Ihe owners of fh ipping, due IXconomy 
II is prevented; and they by [hefe arc 1.lOt only enabled to 
" obtain high. frei~ht. uut au nal jll.!Jjlll to th." rlmJfory 
U tantrout. 

"Second. Tbe lIdmiffion and employment of many 
,~ more iliips in the rer vice than are needful for the 
" tr<lde. 

"Third. The allowi.ng private trade and country 
" voyages', 

K. " Four th 
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II Fourth. The cml,1oyment (If (" great:l. number of 

" fma\! £hips, whicO_ n.aturally requires an additional num· 
" 'ber of captains and officers, and creates a confldcrable 
" encreafe of private trp.de and failing charges. 

(C And in rd ief of the feveral ahove-mentioned evils, 
" , I would humbly fuggdl the following plan: 

U That no more £hips be t'JKen \,Ip ",nnually, ch:m whore 
U c:lrgoes would be fuiF.c iem to fupply the Company's 
" fal,ts. 

« That the fmal! {hips fhould be rent to Coafi and Hay 
U for the fine goods, and the large One~ to China for the 
Ute-as ; anJ that uo more {mall Ihi j>s be built, thall are 
to <kemed necdThry for the Coan ;:!.m.l liay trade. 

" That "ll the fhips be taken up for their full t~n nl\ge 
n by builders mcafuremcllt, Ollt and home; and to be 
' ~ laden and \I.IlladCIl by the Company'!> officers, here and 
" in India. AI~d that moder:lte, but arlcquate freight he 
., paid for the fame; in lieu of the fevcral rums now paid 
I( for whole frrights, h.M-freights, furplus tOOl:age, kine
\( lage·, and dClUurraze, for :1 common voyage out and 
It home. 

" That the Company do allow no private trade, lIot 
OJ; any {hip to go a country vop:ge. 

~, Tha.t ill order to reduce :he exuaordirulry tonnage, 
., which at prefenc is not lefs than 63.000 t, b'li ldc:rs 
I' mea.furcillent, no more fhips be built, not anr tt;fl:lIrcd 
.i fo r going more tha.n· four "OJages; unlil the whole ton
U nnge employed by the Company {han be reduced te;; 
I( 35,000 tonst according to the foregoing mre of mea
l( fut<.:ment, which it is .certain will be fuffic ient for amply 
" fupp\ying the Comp;my's fall'S in England, even if In('y 
Ie Chou ld in future confiderably cncreafc, and leave a pro
t( per number of fbips at borne ready to be employed 
I( UPOIl any fudden or extraordinary ,,\cafion. But, after 
'1 {uch fl'du8ion bas taken place, then ~ooo tom of new 

• Kjn,I.,( mc.". i,"" ",n.lI, lerll_po from ,h. F .... nch 'trm quintal. 
t Til, .. ,lI ud~. tn .11. flo'" nf thin,!. htfol'O the '(>Ilunl>LLti""._o!t took 

f'\I~"; ,,!>,<h. with tho inc.u.ffc of tn<lc to otl\<, p .. u ~r,<kt l:hinJ, otI'II_ 

lion. ~ ull at "ref.at f~r ~b<..e ,_o,OCQ lent to bo: .!uM. d to the e,-. 

!'M)" I r .. ,ict.; in o.6ir 1Q [upr1y tbe IM~MQl proportign or thipo rcquifiu 
u' thtir con •• ms. . 

I( ihippinl!. 
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II Gl ippi)\!!; puilt ~nnually" ~ill be (u~cient for keepina; 
" . up the befOl.e~mtnt:ioned qualltity of 35,000 tQps; aDd, 
" fuould a larger quantity be required, froAl war Of odler 
" emergency, ow: than -home, in that t.:afe it is propofed, 
I( mat cx!ra {hips be hin:tl on h:llf-f,cight for the \'oy~ 
" outwards, and be fold in India Oil account of the ow
.. nerfi. with the ufua! rettri8:ion5. 

II \Vert the abovt mcafure~ [mICucd, ram c1carly of 
" opinion, th .. t of(l~lbi,.d of the fum. now p:tid allnu:ally 
« tor freight aRd demurrage might be laved, and the per,
n oicious pr3ti:ice of fmuE;'gling in a great degree pre
.. vented. 

, j Bur, fho!lld ever a phn be adopted (which in my 
" . judgcloent is. very eligible) for the COl1}pan,'s purcha.. 
U ling the pro.:fcnt (bil's frci i!htcd by thetH. and fo r huild_ 
l< h,s and equip?i ng their ~i~ in future at their ~w .. 
U docks, amI by their own ICn'ants; tn!:n I am very 
" confitlcnt a farther confidcrahle (aving might yet be 
" made; and the many inconveniences, arifing froRl tbe 
" numbers, opu\enlc, and v:!rious intcrdh cf Ihe owners 
•• of !hipping. with t ilt imprf1ptr ar.lrqul tbq 11m! in ""_ 
.. !tijJltn(( poJli/f, be efFeCtuall), obviateu, 

" Ha,ing: perufed an aCCollilt of the net goods brought 
"' hOL~C for the COtllPa.ny from 1752 tu :771., both ~n_ 
U duued, it :tppe:::rs to tne. thnt they have paid for thofe 
'" ~oods mar 32/. per wn frtight, on.m average. exclu_ 
.. IlVe of demurrage or interell on money :I~vanct:d for 
II imprefs wu furplus tonn:J.,3e outward~ or cxpences of 
U packets built by the Company; hut;u the tonnage o! 
u the kindage is blended with that of the goods, it is pof
" fible there may be fome frnall errors in this fiat emcllt, 
U which may be reCtified by the proper officer. " 

Thus far. Mr. Snodgrafs. Some im-

·provements have ce:rtainly t'lJ(en place fince 
this, period; but) chiefly, ruch as tend to 

1)1e emolu·ment of the Old Ship OWIllllis. 

For 
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For example, feizing the hint for ufing Ihip! 

of larger dimenfions, their lhips have been 

encre:lfed above one-third in their fize; by 

which means, as proprietors of the old bot

toms, they have obtained a full profit up

on this encre.fe. The Old Ship Owners 
likewl fe formerly forced the Company into 

a temporary reduCtion of the quantity of 
tonnage in their employ, which effentially 

contributed to their own monopoly, as 
being owners in pofi"effion; and they fe ... 
peated this attempt when they heard, a ... 

lUang other things. of a fcheme fnr;gefied 
for building I11diamm at out-ports. - In iliort, 
there were cOl)tending motives and inte ... 
cefts. Some of the perfons then in the di· 
reetion. willing to extend their patronage, 
&c. wilhed to multiply the number of 
!hips ; while others, from interefi j wi!hed 
to leffen it, and to confine the-poffr.ffion of 
the {hips to a chofen few: at the fame time 
the Old Ship Owners were defirous of fup. 

prellillg aU fhips not belonging to them. 
felves 
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[elves, and of multiplying the profits on 

there, either by encreafing their number, or 

by extending their fize and the period of 

theif em ploy. In this confliCt. the benefit 

of the Company was the motive which ap

l)arently had leaft operation upon any of 

the parties. 

This faCt I Ih311 endeavour to prove from 

a variety of confiderations, which arc in the 

knowlege of every reader, Of in his power 

to verify with little trouble j and; as I !hall 

avoid all calculations, (which artful per

fans might eafily convert into a labyrinth, 

to bewilder the reader,) 1 truft, the con
c1ufion will be fa Iimple. ritat he who 

runs may rcad. 

The firIt confideration which I /han be

gin with, is the notorious luxury formerly 

prevalling 3tJ1ong the Captains of Eaft

Indiamen.-The term of floating raven;l9 

was fcarcely fufficiently rlefcriptive of their 

veffels; they were floating villas, with 

princely 
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ptirtttly accommodations' 1 ihould be 
ungrateful for the civilities J have. received 

on-bo:trd of fome of them, not to fsy, that 
a confiderable part of the ptofits of the 
officers was devoted to a polite, as well as 

a generous, hofpitality; but, certainly, the 

... What is done in r.o other mcrch an t-thips in the 

.. world, Captains will pnrchare their commiRiOnJ for I,D 

.. Ids than (crer. or eit,hl rhoufJlld pounds each. Win any 

.. man in his fenfc$ jL1l:igjn~. that (uth :I film, abd a pro

.. pOniOb:l.:te inter~ft, together with pay for riu; Capt~in'5 

.' lime and trouble, can be am31f~d . in (WO tit three vOYr 

II ages, by t."g:l l mean s .. orwithC?ut detriment to :he. trade 

.. nftlle Company in genen] i Go on -board of ar lndia 

.. man. ronnt .wer Iht' (en 'Bnh, the enob, the ",,,r:dl1nJ; 

.' bcho:d I h~ ff'a!1i ng and ;at endanu! Liflen to fympho

~. nies. and tell me ftncerdy. whether it would not nthN 

.. imprcfs you with an idea of Cleopatra f:.iling down tile 

. , Cydnus to ineet Mark. Anthony, than ofa rough Cap

.. tain venturing a:ro(s immenfe ocean s, ana. defying 
II their Jlorms ,nd hidden rock ~, to import the merch all 

.. dire of lndia 1 WhCIlce all this luxury 1 CaD the 

.. Company be in wan ~ of pa.r1iamentary fupplies, while 

~. it thus can fqllan~ C'r. or, iliall I (a1. pn:;ltitute, it J 

.. tiche, I" -- SC'e Conliderations on the necclIity of 
1e1 ..... ering the exorbitant freight 01 £hips employed. in tbe 

fcrvic:e of ~h e E-aIl~IriUia Company, by MI. Anth'oDy 
Broalh_ LOndon, 1785. 

navigation 
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navigation of 'the Eaft-India Company was 
capable of being conducted free of this 

expence. 

A (econd confirmation of the general faa: 

arifes from the ample fortunes with which 

there gentlemen formerly quitted the fer_ 
vice, after a few voyages, dpecially where 

they had not paid extravagantly for their 
fituationsj while perfaDs of the beft fami

lies frequently retire from the royal navy, 
after a£tive and dangerous fervices, with a 
provifion fa inferi.or, as to bear no fort of 
(omparifon . Certain it is, that men of in
tegrity. fkill,and refpt!'tlable manners. might 
have been found difpofcd to rerve in Eaft.. 

Indiamen for mllch fmallt::r compenfation~, 
than were then in qucfiionj finee lieute
nants in the navy command even \Veil
Indiamen for a courfe ot years, and make 
annual voyages in them which lail: from fix 

to eight months each, bringing home fimiJar 
cargoes with thofe which may be brought 
from the Eaft-fndies; namdycotton, fugar, 

L {pice 
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fpj~~1 and dru~s. I have intil1lated, tha.t 
thefe things exifted formerly; fOf, fince 1784, 
the cafe is greatly c~anged; but for this 
c~angeJ little thanks arc due to the J.?irec-
tors~ the alteration having chiefly afiren frorn 

various afrs of parliament affeCting the pro

fits on the private trade of the captains and 
officers *. I am fully warranted, however, 
in noticing the above particulars, becaufe 
they prove a reform in thi s branch of the 
fer vice to have been both requifite and 'pof":' 

fibJe; though it was omitted from ' 773 to 

.. For milny of the captain5 and officers, I have pa:ti(uiar 

cRcem and regard. being indebted to them not only for 

ci \'ilitjrs, but fo r the feeling [hey have cxprdfed for mine 

and my brOlhl'f ' S fit uuion. S.Jrry I am. that they nOlve 

Dn ("iI (0 lament under their prefent ci rcumfbnccs. wluch 
is [he refuh of the profperity of [heir prcdecdrors; being 

~nduced 10 ~onlinuc grut and Iloneceifary expences in 

their !hips . ~erely tl,) correfpood with old habits. 

and the expeCtation! of perfons who come on_boud them. 

at a \imc when thei_r pro615 are g reat ly abridged. I have 

no doubt but the majority of them wili' ague in reproba_ 

l ing [he prat1icc allllded 19 in th ~ nex : pu;!gnph. which 
h in fomt' infbncn an increaflng ellil. and tends to dilJJlP 
~~rit an~ di{courage exerti"n. 
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i 784. and then accomplifhed by govern
ment, rather than by the Directors.-But 
to proceed. 

I muft name; as a third obvious proof 
of extravagance in the company, the enor ... 
mOllS prices which are fiiH current for the 
command of. an Indiamal1, during a lingle 

voyage or during four voyages, cfpecially 
if it be to Bengal j to obtain which defiina
tion has, of itfelf. as is well known, fome
times been the [ubjeCt of a bargain. The 
profits of BengaJ voyages, it muft be ab

reeved, arire from pafiengers and from the 

private trade. (fuppofing the lat ter to be 
conduaed with judgement.) - I fpeak of 
thefe incidents as current, bec;1ufe every 
one, cOl1verfant in thefe fubjeB s, has t"re

'luently heard them mentioned, without 
referve, by the beft-informed people, with .. 

out being at any time contradiaed. 

But whatever may be faid of the former 
profits, obtained by the officers [erving in 

L .2 Indiamen, 
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fndiamen, is to he affirn:cd with much 
more truth, and as having place in full 
force down to the prefent moment, wi th 
refpeCi to perfons interefled in Eal1-India 
fuips.-Whether the fuperfluous gain, up~ 
all thefe occafions, falls to the fhare of the 

Captain or other officers, or to the owners, 
the builder, or hufband,· or whether a 
needlefs lars arifes which produces gain to 
no one, (one of the ufual confequences of 
profufion and venality,) the mifchief is 
equally great to the Company and thepub
lie, and calls equally for a reform. 

The [way, which the feveral branches of 

the fllipping-intereft poffefs in the Compa
ny's elections, is a faa too notorious to b'e 
difputed; and is another evidence of their 
wealth and of the purpofes to which they 
apply it. As they influence a "..aieient 
number" of votes to turn the fcale j'n every 

conteCted election, it is not to be wondered 
that a majority of the Court of Directors 

• The hulbanl! is the filip's agent. 

are 
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are always favorabie to them, and .that the 
conduCt bf the Court is. in many inftancClt\ 
foch as it i. found to be. 

But, above all, let me remark that the 
fame bottoms continue in the fame hands 
for a long feries of years, the bottom of an 
·Eaft.Indiaman being as immortal 'as thece
lebroted /hip of Delos. - How this can 
happen. when every /hip is direCled to be 
built and hired in confequence of a terv ten ... 
der open to all. is not to be explained upon 
any other fyltem than that of favoritifm.*-

Do 

• The 40lh by-Jaw of the Company runs a~ {allow •• 
~ It is ordained that, after the quantity cf 'hipping, jn 

• the Company'5 rc: rvice. {hall be reduced to 4;.000 10M. 

< the !hip that has b~en fjrn worn 0 111 or condemned Ihall 

• be fira rebuilt and employed, and fo in rotation, the 

• OWJlet:, of each lhip tcnderilli the fame DII Qr I~'W IlTflJJ 

• III 411} "htr.' Thi, Jaw was npealc:d on the: z'Jlh ofSep_ 

temDer~ 1788 , 2pd another (the S6th) made in its room,_ 

ordaining that ' previolls to leave for building, the 0 ..... _ 

• neu lhall confent to let their refpeaive lhips to the com_ 

e pany, II}~" I IUh '1.J'.J0gl, at as ! 'J W a freight as lI1IJ other 

I !hip chat can be ~6ta i"r' by the Court of DireaQt~, 
< whid 
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Do the Old Ship Owners make ofll:rs (0 

conftantly lower than others as always to 

obtain this preference fairly? I put it to 

their confciences and to thofe of the Direc. 
tots to affirm this; and, in the mean titne, 

I let the iffue reft with the common fenfe of 

the public; who are well acquainted witli 
the natural eagcrnefs of [hangers to become 

competitors in a cafe fo notorioully advan_ 
tageou"" to thofe employed, as that under 
enqUIry. 

I fhall not infift farther upon the in
fiances of the Tartar, the Chapman anti 
the Hartwell,; for 1 truit that 1 have al
ready faid enough upon the {ubject of them. 

But 1 may notice the recent complaint of 

Mr. Alderman Macaulay refpecting the 

Pitt, as a cafe the more particularly in 

c which have: been or thalJ be t'oofiruaed and 'tfed in the 

• fame manner with the regular /hips of Qbout 800 tons, 

101 upwan:ls. at this time employed ill the Company" 

• fervice."-If the Company is injured, .it appears, from 

htnce, that it is not fOf Wlnt Qf law,. but fOf want of 

dtc laws being cxecuted. 
po'int; 
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point; fince it took place in fpite of th. 
refleCtions occafioned by the late refigna

cion of one of the Direltors. :lnd of the re
peated reproaches made to the Directol's on 
account of their partiality. Abufes muft 
indeed be inveterate, when they admit of no 
refpite at a mom;:nt when prudence calls 
for it. 

But were it pollible to get over thefe dif
ferent arguments, what are we to fay to the 
comparative cheapnefs of the Swedifh Com .. 
pany's navigation to the Eaf1:-Indies, even 

finee our fhips have been conftruEted on rno
dc1sequally l::I.rge with theirs ? What arc we 
to think of the Oftend Company, who pof
refs fhips of our own building. and employ 

officers and men of our own nation, and yet 
navig.3te 30 or 40 per cent. cheaper-. 
Above all. what are we to think of the 
Americans, who find it anfwer to fend, 

• Sec M~. Brough's denion50n the [I,\bj et't hereafter 
cited. 

amo.ng 
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all10ng other things, deal timber totheEafr, 
and to import teas in long-boats. Let thof, 
be 'liked who have tried the experiment in 
thefe feveral cafes, whether the difference 
0{ expence upon a comparifon is not enor ... 
mous. 

LallIy, what conc1ufions are we to draw 

from the fupinenefs of the DireCtors; who 
~ve long heard complaints againft their 
~opdua, and have taken no, ftep to afcertain 
the purity of it, by the eftablifhinent of 
meaf4res which fhould take away not only 
the temptation, but the option of doing 
wropg? The DireCtors, I fay, who have re
~ived offers up.on offers, for reducing the 
expellees of the Company's marine, without 
lifrening effeCtually to any 1 Would not 
men, an",jou5 to do jufiice, examine the re
(peCtive candidates for their fervice, face to 
1aJ:e, UpOIl filch ~n QCCafiOll, )Yhen their 
olfers differ fo widely 1 Was an offer, for 
example, like Mr. Brough's, to be p.1l by 

with 
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with a panial and temporary notice, after 
the hints given by Mr. B:lring. without any 
attempt to new.modcl it, and render it efR 
feCtual for t !l l.! ir f:.:: rvice ; erpeci.111y when it 
came fupportL"tl by rueh rcfpcEbblc circur.l

fiances, as capital, c:nulatloil) and the pl1b 

lie voice. 

I will venture to [.1Y, that the hiavry of 
ComlHerce affords eX;lmples of few propofal:; 
like thlt of Mr. Brough, '1 to fmnin} the 
" whole Indian fleet by contra.B:," It wa:i 

in 1786, at the time of the p:lffing of the 
Commutation. ACt, when the Company re

quired an encreafe of tonnage for the ell

(reared trade in tea opened to them UII. tha t 
occafion. I 'hall employ Mr. Brough's own 
words in !l:ating this memorable occurrence. 

, Tn the imporl;1tiun of 30,000 tons, wh ich i ~ the whole 
( o'l1'11l1a/ ton!\:lgc nf Ihe 1'; :J.\t-lndia Comp:lny·, no lefs 
< than 150, )001. hl ve heen IJllneccflarily fquant!ercU ;tway 
, yearly. And t~o te wh o have been the cJ wes of [hi. pro_ 
, digious wall!.", infl:eaJ of prc,· ~nting j t ~ !!Ilc re .. !e, have', 
< I hear btely, (~C!ibPra t::d whethel :hey fho<l lcl 1I0t a.dd to 

• lie ""nlp·;~ .~ t ~ , tc! ~l ,, ·r-u.1 3nl""nl of the f,.j, ~t ~t !oo,OOQ I. 

~II its 
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, its ~xcerl 60,0001 .. poe annum mOlT, bt, impoJing .an 
t additional freight of-i I. per ton.ot\ e~.,· . v~l1el. Str~,e 
, prevllfic:uion muA be lurkill$ fomev,.;bc:rc !', Since while 
• ont (et of m~l\ offer to diminl[h 15o,Oboi. of the Com· 
I l\afly 'S' y{arly expmces in freight, anowf think it nttcf-
• {:;IfY to requtrc an encrea(e of 60,000 I. 'on ~the fame: a.r-
• tide; ;llId finee the former, who will plSrchafc tV'll:ty 

' . killd of comn.odity IIccdli.ry for their £hipping, on the 
, IT.ofi rr<>derale terms, are rejeaed; while, by under_ 
~ band coUuficns, the latter, though they require tbe 
~ n'oll imrr.odclilte (urns lor the Came commodities., arc 
, Jil1cned 10, are encollragtd, art employed in evtry voyag~ 
, A,e fuch pr ... tlices to lk: admitted, under the lanelian of 
I an exciuli\'c charter, granted to fadlitQtt a more copious 
, impoctiltion of commoditics, and a. morc C'xtenuve diQri-
4 burion of riches over the whole kingdom •• 

( I have offered to Ih~ Court of DireClor1l to diminilh 
l ,oIIout om-fifth if. 'he prtjilt1 fi tight; tlJ ~,tild ntht,'!!"pJ ,/I 
I a ltfi jyfl,m at my own expence ; to impon U~ whole: 
I ,tonnage, in cafe the prer~1t Sl\ip ·Owners {bould ohR'i .. 
I natdy (erufe-to lower their prc:Cc:nt rates ~ ~nd to Pf:O-o' 
, ducl! gODd ficurilJ tor the vC'rformance of the fame. f 
4.1 hne lignified to them inOCI! tender, that they wiUu."c 

., 150 ,000 l per anuurn, by accepting my olfeq and I 
'.have demonftrated, that the fa.ings rnay Qaordy ,amount 
\ ~o 110 le(s than 'J.6o,ooo /. by a pbn which 1 haye deli -, 
I v<;:red into them t . ' . 

• Olher Companies import their goods, fome a~ eight, 
4 feme at nine, fome at ten pounds per ton ~hcapcr d:lan 
( ,our a8ual freigbt. Let US'DOt Cay the c:xhHtion we la. 
4 bour under is without remedy. By a tende'r which I 
, have already made. 1 fbnd pledged to th!= Company to 
, .build them as nuny {hips a, they ihall thi¥ Propa- to 
c ~nd, and to \OWC'r their freights at dealt 5 J. 1'« tqn 1 

' :and m~y other gcnclcl:!\cn,. both ;,t Londo,l1t a:ad the (e· 
C venl out-ports of tho kingdom. wUt be glad to cmbark 
.. in fo patriotic all un.dmaklng t. , . 

• See Mr, B"*!h. U lbore, p. S. 
1 J~. ,po u. u4 I. 

t l bi<le:n, p. 7. 
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C .- The J:treumnavigatiom of the );ate Captlin Cook, 

e 'have plainly d.:mun!trat!d tim /hips bu.ilt in OUf ' pOrts -
, will p~rfur:n thin~s as great, a~ the be(\- £hips'ever b~ilt 
, in ally part of t :1e ... orM. Tne RrfiJIIt;OII, JJiftQwry and 
, E"dtmnur, all built in the north, perfoJrm~d the longen
, voy.ges; and endurfd the moll violent fiOflDi tbat any 
, navigator ever had to eneounter -, . 

, There is ao unalltoori'l.:d. an "",hQrV,.td monopoly. 
~ C2rried on by a body of men 'in this metropoli ~, who l\;lve 
, intinutc:ly blended their own interefis with the intereRs 
J or rome individuals of the Compan~ j by w~o~n, aoo from 
, whom. th.ry give;md receive fuch powerful ("'pport, thac 
, th:: mon 'Vi";Q~U5 efforts rn7.de by otherS"tn 'be admitt<:<i 
, [0 :1 (maU ·!h:.Lre oft!lcir trad~. have -hitn", rt-> proved ill
l etr..:3.u~1. I'h l.'y build ihips on what terms thc:y pJe~(e, 
, and exalt eh:. moll exorbitant freightage to th~ incredi. 
, ble loCs ofthe £ail-·lndia COJRpmy.-l !nufl: fpeak op.:nly, 
, r mean the -hip Builders allJ Ship Ow.le[s . Had their 
, extortions be~n fllpprc£fd w:len they w~re l;ljd before 
, Parliament ;[1 the y~ar 1772, their {up,~r.: fiio[1 WOd!d 
, a.lr~a.jy have raved the Company upwards of 4 II,jUi", 
, jltrlill$ t . 

, After le;\ving: me two m:mths in furpence for an anr""er 
( to (uell honlrabl: propora\" the Court of l)i l'f'tlors .on 
( t;le ~th of February, J j 86, IlAd .a ronferellc" w,tb .~. 
, _ rhey nrfl: declared, thlt whatever mi;tlt pal~ at t.'l3J,: 
, conference, fhould not be looked up.m as bi lldlR6: to 
, either party; they declared, thlt they w::re not inclin ..-d to 
I make an agreement for rnor-e than one v<)yage; they de-
c dared, that in cafe they came to any ref"lutlol1 ~ in tavour 
~ of my off'.tr, on the' reduced t~nns of frei;;ht, they wU:J1d 
.( emilloy a f~w of mf Ihipli; and afrer ['le tid!: vqyagC'~ if 
, thl: Company {hou,d eng~ge o¢er Ihipi at 'Ie(~ frei6ht, 
C they wO\lld inrlit uj)On me lowering mille; dec1arin:f, at 

.' the fame time. that if they gave bi6:ner fr ~ j .;b.t :, to ot.1::r,;" 
~ Ibey U/fINd .61 give it 10 'ms, S'ur:!y pro a rlo)s. (0 con-
~ traIy to the nature of merg,ntil. eontll:j,~ts, ., ~rt ne..-er . 
c .ina:te by ~ reprefc:AtatiV'P:S of any p",blic ooly before. ,' 

Jbio!"- p. s •• , t lbiJei!l, 'p !:l ,nd SJ· 
M1 'Coat 
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C Could t accepl!'them them on terms .fo unju~, in~idi~ 
( and illiberal·. '! 

C Having obtained filrtbcr infi 1rmation·(romlmany·of the 
• ou t-portS of Great Bri tain, lind warm protdiatioos of 
c their readinefs to affift in this great reform, r vt'nturt'd to 
, propofe a fbil more economical plan. whiFh for fome 
< while 1 had been revolving ill my mind t ." i 

Here Mr. Brough, introduces his plan 
for raving 260 , 0 00 I. per annum in the 

• frtight of /hips for India and China,' by: 
which he ftates, that • the freight will be 
• reduced to 18 I. per ton ;,.: befides which 

{he fay s) • there will be other confiderable 
C {urns of ·money Caved in the deml;1.rrage, i~ 
• the outward-bound rurp'lus freigh't, and 
C in the tranfporting of trOOp~L kr .' 

. Thefe p'ropoGttons were neither trifling 
nor impracticable. I /hal! prove this not 
by calculations ~Dd details, for tbefe would 
~mount "cc to a v~'u~e;" but by the deli~ 
berate opinion of o'ne, of the moft able and 
e.perienced men 'that h~s perhaps :appear<d 
'at any t"ime in the Couq of nii-earir~, i 
inem Mr: Francis Bar"ing. I ~onrtded,is 

Ibidtm, r· .. , aDd 4+ . 
, . ' iriffi. 
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information ' " next to official, .ftd', ... 
therefore cite it on 'the [ubjee! of th~: CoiD~ 
panY:s /hipping, and of Mr. BrougH'.}lto-

- ..- " 

'poCal for the reform of it; in hi. own 
words) as follows :-

C In following up this grut tontern (of the Commu
c tation_Aa.,) for the purpafe of kcW'ing the ~efib 
, of it ~rm&nCntl, to this country. it ,will be apedient 
, for the Comp:lny to change tbeir fytlem upt>n two ma
I t(:t,iai points~ without which, they never "can be able 
~ to import tea i.nto Europe upon terms eq\l~y cheap 
, with the. foreign compi\Uic5. rhe one is, to Cend 
~ GIver to Chin:J..' 'The OIher is, to reduce the freight 
, (rom <': hin~; as this tnule m~~er cm CUPPOTt the pre ... 
I fent.high fr eigh.t, fo iGng as there !haH be any c:ompe_ 
' . tition with for~ign nations. . 
, - , 'fbe,temedy, with:refped. to the -Jaft point, is diffic:ult; 
( for, although it may be u.rged, that tbe l:omP'lny IIlg61 
~ 12,", can 'employ thofe {hips, the OWllen of which will 
, accept if fbI kwtj/ jrtir,ht; yet there ' are cin::wnftances 
( which. d~ferve attention and confide ration, before tlte 
, Company ~Jtlrtflrt to depart from their tl1ujt1~t ufog" 
( utider tbe faith of which very lArge capitalJ ue "etn~ 
• ployed. There c4nno4 however, be a doubt, but that 
, v.ery, rnaU~jal alterations in this branch of the. Com~ 
' , panr's aif;urs mull take place; for wh1tevCT may tie 
'" the difpol~tion of the Company, to pay 3clcntion ~ .the 
, illterdls of. a Dt.lmerOUS and rd"pe&able body of men, 
t- who have rendered fervice to them in lima 'I dfffin4JJ; 
~ yc.t the price "Which the Company now pay: fur tbe 
~ freight of their £hips.is (0 cKorbitant, and the publ" at 
A 4afge ·ar" fo much interefted in t~e Company's w.e~ 
;:.~~~ ~ud.c( eve[yjd~ of fu.~nJtting t o the pr~ 

·";~.A p.rop06:J ~as lately been made,· to build a fuBici
,!'. -umber oft.lbipi b die rerv;ce of the Compan" 

• and 
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• an.a (or which the owners wiit centrad: for four vay. 
, ages. at five pounds per ton Ids than the Company .at 
( prerent pay; and, as the Company Will employ at leaft 
e 30,000 tons of {hipping in each year, the t..ving would 
, amount to no lefs than £.15°,000 per ann.-

, It .... ould (well this treatile to a w/uf'lt" to difcu(s the 
'fubjed in detail i but it mu~ be evident, even from whillt 
C has been Ilated, that the DireCtors neve:- tan di(charge 
, the duty which they owe [(,I their conftituents and to 
, the plolbl~, unIers they make a total reform in this de· 
,: partmentof the Comp:!ny's altain. 

c The'luantity of {hipping necclTary for carrying on 
c the Company's trade. is about 100,000 tons. Jufl:ice 
f requires, that attention fhould be (hewn to the Old 
c pwners; but rbe change muO: be made witb~1It dtJay, 
, and be purfued with that n.rmnefs and impartiality, 
I which its magnitud e and importance requires ; in or
t der to convil1ce the prop:iewts and the pl.lblic, that the 
• obje8 will. within a rtojolla!Ju timt, be finally .. ccom
I pliilied. 

, At the outfet of an arrangement o( this nature, it is 
( probable the {;uting will be modera!e; but, whatever 
, it may amount to, [he whole muf! ultimately tend OJ 
C reduce the prices at which the Company will i" Ju
I tMrt offer this tea foe (ale; thereby rendering the gain 
, to the public fHlI mote cnnfldcrable than I have Rated 
I j[. and. of courre, more eft-caualJy tban ever to dc-' 
I pove the (muggier and foreign companies of the onty 
• mea05 which are now left them, for emering into a 
I competi tion with the Company for the purpore of (up
C plying our internal confumption. -

I A !though the operation of the Commutation_ Ad: bas 
I proved of very material advanuge to the eafl-Jndia 
, Company, and has contributed in ll' great degree, to 

• Mr. Bro~&h "",,,,arki~, upon Ihi • • Ilulion to th~ lirA of hil tJo 
,I."., {.Y" ".M ... 6 .. j~g memi"." iral ~';D8' (0 Ihe Com~J • 
•• thouit, he Will then unl«{"olntcd with "'1 uh~te pll.D or labia 
.. £t6o,ooo" ptt '-DII. Vi~r:ut {MII"l, ,. 84_ 
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• ~litve tbern from the JijfinJti" UDder which they laoo; 
C bourcd i it would be extremely culpable in the Di. 
e reCtors, to refl contented with 3. temponry bcacfit, 
, and not to ufe their beft endeavours to improve ' aM ~ 
• fecurc the qdvantages (0 obtained to thr:ir coniliwent. 
, ~d to the country. They have accordingly exer,rpi, 
C tbemfeJves for that purpore, but the Company have 
( neither funds nor (hips fufficient, 

• The whole of the additional capital, which will be 
, necelfuy to enable the Eaft~lndia Company to execute 
• the purpores of the late aCt, and to {ecure in a penna_ 
, nent manner. for the public and Jor herfdf, II continu.' 
, ance of thofe bendits which have ioIJ ready arifen, amount:; 
, to the enormous (urn of £"3,147,000, tbe greater Rart 
, of which will be found in the growing profperity of the 
, Company"-

There paffages from Mr . .Baring's pam. 
phlet give room for feveral remarks j 1ft. 
the Company have been, as is here plainly 
confeffed, in an ontimt ufige of not accept ... 
ing the loweft terms of freight, though they 
could and ought to have done otherwife i 
2d. the plunder from the Company has 
beeen fa exorbi\ant as to preclude every 
idea of fubmitting to it, whether as regard

ing the Com~any or the public; 3d. the 
f~lCcefs of the Commutation-ACt, depends 

upon 
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tlp<lI1 a reform. 4. The dnlyobjeaion 
Rated to the Company's. 'IJ'"turing to de
part from the antient urage, is the faith , 
due to the old fhip.owners, on account (1£ 
the very large capitals employed by them in 
their Chipping-line, and of the Cervices ren
d~red by them in times of diJIiculty. 

, 
To the laft head only I !hall, fay a few 

words. as the other .:rticles [peak for them ... 

fe1ves.-Mr. Baring will forgive tnc. for not 
being, of opinion that ancient ufage lS a 
motive for allowing thefe who have pIr;n.:. 

dered much, from pI undering more ; fot 

tbry have bod their r<"UIard. They pcrfemy 
know too, that the whole fyftem has do· 
pended upon connivance, and is always Ii~ 

able to be reformed at a moment's warn .. 
ing j that the very capitals at ftake have 

been chiefly the fruit of their plunder; and 
that by opening the market' to competition; , 
n'O one propares to filUt 'out ,ihe oJd ownd'S 
from continuing to cmploy-thefe capitals :tn' 
the Company's fervice, but merely to,, ' 

v<tit ' 
• 
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~ent: their e_m~~g them On ni~re ~Xt,~, 
vogant terms than " necelfary.-As to .. !fi,!· 
gradual reform m:ommended', 'g.-aduaf1ii'!) 
deed it is . . Since '773. we have Cc~.!t 
bOen able to mark itsprogrefs, fo 'far 'a~~ ' 
is the wad: of the Company. Parllain"iii 
arid arangers have prompted the chier lit· 
the little that has been done. Much 'run 
remains to do; in which the Company 
teem fa very' far from being difpot'ed ' te; 
co-operate, that it alil,oft appears from 
their <:orrefpondence with me) as, if they 
were afraid tbatf/rangers jh.uld ttnd,r t. 
tb,;r .wn .. rong.-But the moft ftrikint 
part of the above ' citation is, where norice 
is taken of the good /,,;th due by the ' Co"'" 
pany to thofe who jer<V' thein ;n times if"lf

}ieulty. The cafes of the Tartar, Chap. 
1Il:in, and Hartwen, which occurred ltt 
titrie. or difficulty, and otlier care, to'Whieh 
i bave had, oCcafion to refer, are' n\)t'very 
fortUnate iiutances in proof of. th.is d.li~ 
~1 of tbe ·Compimy. 'Norar. We t<i 
iCdt>dUde· moreJavotal11y ftam . the curiOUJ 

N declaration 
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declaration .o~ F..bruary 8, 17J!6, - Ii!, 'l'!>i,,1J 
~lie 'qiic'll?rs . ; plalnthe . Pr!~ip~co:"it) 
which they negotiate with perfons .tender. 

, , :-.eo 

ing, /hips,":' when not belonging to the old 
IIPPping interefr. Nothing can b. Iller'; 
." , .' . , ., 

evident, than that the cafe of Mr. Brough, 
,'···d '.. - . ' . ' . 
~tcd an exercife of gODd fmtb, and even 
a,. permanent encouragemc.nt. He had ac
quir~ a fort of patent right, .during a 
~lafonabll lim/, on account o{ his difcovery 
and exertions i but, inftead of it, he was 
told, that the Company would only treat 
with him for ont' voyage. and ~leave him 
o~ to C9mpeticlon as to any fonowil\fi 
voya:gcs; declaring, at the fame time, that 
if they gave higher freights to otbers, they 
would not ' give it to him.-I~ thort, the 
{yfrem of old botto." has been very pr;'perii 
difallowcd in the concerns of the p·iiblic. 
~peCting .Lo"Ns and LoTTE!> y .• T1CK;ETI\ 

.~ it is enough to deftroy it refpecting ~ 
Cdmpany's /hipping, when it ;. ohfi:rve<li 
thaI tbeCompany's {ylUIi!',[i 'j):r";"'1T tltat .. , . 



, 
,!~_.~. '."'t o"!yby ~~~ 
l1ou, 'but . even In thtlt . oftentible pra~ 
U; fomier times. 

' I hope tbai.thele remarks will be ~ 
ved as they' are detigned I . as I bave, ~~ 
great refpi:C\ ' for Mr. Banng, onv~r,~oJl! 
accounts. I am, indeed of opinion, 'tha·f'~,i! 
h. had fpoken more explicitly, " ftrP'iI 
combination would have boon made to hav~ '. ,,/ .. ; .. 
prevented his re-eleCtion ~ lho,ugh the. cO\l.7 
lidenee whi~ the majority of the Pfopr;"~· 
lors have. in his ,abilities anc! integrity" ~4 
their fenf~ of his forvices, reem too firQ;jt 
tooted, to have allowed 'it ~ny profpeCl: ~ 
tuccefi . . Mr. Baring h~s ~id.~ougb l!\ ,bC 
·';:;'d.rltood I and, if a reform is not the con~ 
feq~enee of hi. hints, th~ fa~l~ is ~ot lJi •. 
;. , '". 

t-. n..e .. boa.rt oE Dire&r. aCed conhiul:t1r to '-*Sm.air. 
ftiin, twoorthrce. DKNlth.!. for tenden of.tb.ipt. eftfJ rcwt 
.t&jcerw. {cafoa. but. for {eve,ral yeln palt. thi,i '-~ 
~,oaitted;t~paecOllOlD,1 fuppofc, uit.Dtedlt!& 
.·~(e. 'wlleG tWy :zr.tu.t to ub IlO tbip' at'~_ 
~~. ' 

Na At 
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As I i~1l 'that the reader wi1\, by . this 
"time, nave formed fufficient coucIufiona as 
to faa., I /hall venture to propore the re~ 

tiledie. neceffary for producing 'a ' perma
~en't reform of the grievances in queftion .. 

It rooms ' proper to proceed ~ follows for 
Ctrctling it. 

I. To make the tenders for rupplying 
/hips, according to the hint of Mr. Snod
graf., both limple and [peeifie; fince COm

plication gives lhelter to imprQper bargains~ 

and preVents the public f"om being'jud~ 
afterwards of what has been done. 

2. To lettheperiod advertifea for reCeiving 
the tenders be open, for one or two months; 
in order to allow fufficient time for adven
turers to l~y their plans properly, e(pcQaUt 
il1- the out-ports. 

3. T~ break open the letter. cont3¥~, 
the tenders, publicly, on a given day, ani 

to · 



( 93 ) 

to TCid til.... in Ih. prefcnCl4 of: :iIl :.tbit 
COnipetitor.; allowing .adi competitor .. 
petQfe t~ others terl<\!:r; j" order t9 .p .... 
vent c1andeftinc informations and a~ 

· tions, and to tempt each competitor _~~ 
ways to off~ the lowell: terms'o the tilll 
iflft:am~e. 

<!-. To pubJiJh the particulars of i~ ... 
veral tenders, both of thofe accepted, an4 
of thofe rejected; as well with • view to 
put the public in polfeffi.oll of the m.eOAS 

· of judging, as to tempt the compelitors.!!> 
make lower offers on fucceeding occafiol)s. 

5. To aboliih t~ practice of amending 
tenders, as defuutlive of the pril\ciple of 
tendering. At ltall: no tend.er !bould be 

.~ended without the fame liberty being 
· extended to each of the perrons'tendering, 

aqd the amended tender ihould be .received 
~b the fam~ formalities as . the oprigil>a1 
~ers. 

6. 
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6 .. 'lo\ot to confine the ownei!l of new 
lbipsin ·the choice of their capiainsj· ·cr 

.... It i. ordained. tbat if any new lhip or lhip' lb,u be 
buih or taken upon freight for the \lfe 'of .tl\e Compall1. 
t~ c9mmand of {13th !hip Of {hip, (hll be "given to C'ap~ 
taioa 0111 of employ from iheit !hips being W~fO out; and, 
U there (ball be no uptain. in tbat predicament, then to ofti

ern properl, qualified fOf a command under the eIlablHbed. 
rcgulation of the (er\·ict' ~ {llch fH'rron . refpeB.ivdy bJing 
found. on enquiry, to have faithfully and honourably ' dif. 

clta.rged their duty in their feyual brions; and tbe 4W11cta 

fhaU be ceflrained from. nmoving any commander after he 

ihall have been regularly appointed and ~oniirmed without 
giving {ueh reafon~. for his removal. as fhan be (.ti.sf.ao
ry to the Court of Dirttlon. Vide 57th ,by.law. 

To ftrcagthen what is (aid abovt. 1 Jhall here add a lUI f!I 
the lI.umber of chief and' fecond mates in the 'Compa~yl. 
employ, who have (erved during ten yean and 1IpwaM.., 
and who have not yet J,t.iw.i the ftatiOD of capt",inl. 

'f'o'. of Years N° of y~ 
OJlicen , {erved. Officer.. (etWd. 

I 3) 10 .%0' 
I 32 II 19 
S II S IS 

; i;; ". :1 
I ~6 1+ . ,S: 
7 ~S 16 14 
4 2:+ 7 1) 
+, 23:as ,IS, 
S" 2a 17 IL 
6 al 10 ' 10 . .• 
1111 all I S6 Perfo ... fomc of whora were in U. ~ 

of the COttlp .... y btfore fome: o! lioe prdCnt cJ.ptaiAa ill .. 
. were borD.. ",. 

\!II 
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to.take from ,them the power of, clifpbcin&! 
them when,chok:n J liDee" proper <Ontroui' 
cannot ex,ift under Cuch circumftances ; an4.' 
it is well known, that many dcCerving ofli,;;..~ 

cers never pars beyond the ftatian of "matll;S, 
in the Company's fcrvice. merely becaufe.. 
they cannot buy the command of all India
m-in, or prudently decline giving ,he CIOr"; 

bitant price at which they are fold. 

In !hort, competition fhould pervade the 
whole fervice, if it is intended to encou" 

rage either merit or economy;. for it -f'an~ 
not,be -expe~ that men OlOuld volunteer 
the reform of lhe Company's aifairs. Thi. 
mull: be the refult of theregutations fub. 
liftIng on the part of the Company. For 
myfetf, I profefs the principles of a mer· 
diiuit; and am free to declare that in aU 
;,.,. tenders I was regulated firil by the mar
,I<f,price, and· afterwards by 'he price likely 
.t,f[1>e' accepted when that was refwed. The 
sift ' bdonged to the Dire80rs to arrange. 

But 
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·But, haVing made this confemon, J mull: 
add, that my principles are not fo i"'''''''ary 
as to lead me to contradict: trutb, or to 
form crutl com6in6t;o1U in order to opprifs a 
~ir(o""~ttitor. 

There are two other propofitions which 
have been mentioned. as likely to conduce 

to the advantage of the Company, each of 

which deferves fome little notice.-The one , 
is, that of Mr. Snodgrafs, who has fug-
gelled the fcheme of the Company's fup
plying their. own !hips, without hav'mg re
courfe to individuals. But) until tht: fpirit 

of the Compa"ny's proceedings is altered, 

this will be found to be only exchanging 
one evil for another; and corruptiop will 
appear in the Ihape of fhips tradefin~, s.c. 
inftead of fhip-owners. The avowed w.li1>t 

of capital of the Company, who ought to 
apply what they polfef. to th,ir own pecu. 
liar ol>jetis, and avail thernlel .... ' of tbe iIid 
.,f individual. for the remainder, i. __ 

ther 
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ther objeaion of the firlt impo~.,~ 
only confequenees, indeed, that I <an f~ 
fee from fuch • plan, are deeper embar~
m.ents of the Company, .and more frequ.~nt 
calls upon the public for pecuniary amlt
ance or forbearance j accompanied with a 
growth of the corrupt influence of a Com
pany which is already enormous. 

, 
The fecond fcheme, is that of Mr, 

Brough, for fubftituting fmall Olips for the 
large ones, in the Company's fervice. J 
have fome reafon to fufpeCt, that Mr. 
Brough was unacquainted with the eafe 

with which large /hips may be built at tlte 
out-ports; a faCt, which I c1a.im fome 
me~t for havingeftablifhed. In an)'event, 
it appears, that Mr, Brough confined his 
:;iews too much to the firjl coJl of the 
!hipping j (for it is certain, thac a given 

. quantity of ,tonnage is to be ,built on eafier 
. terms in the /hape of fmall, than of large 
"lhips :) but it did not enough occur to him 

o to 
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to calculate their comparative erpente when 

(mpl.ytd ,,!,nI'r'Vice. It is nc-w an agreed 

point, that local drcumftances make it pru

dent to employ velfels of 650 tons in the 
Be~ngal trade' only i but tha~ to Bombay, 

Madras, and China) the fize Chou!d extend 

from 800 to 1200 tons, for r:afons given 

in another- ptace. But whatever were the 
mifapprehenfions of Mr. Brough, there was 
fufficient merit in his propofals to have 

made them the fubjeCt of immediate nego .. 

tiation j .and with honefl: intentions on 

both fides, i have ~o doubt, after fome va':' 
riation m3de in the mode. that the projec:ted 
{ci~il1g would have been accomplilhed, 

,h!·oogh his ,means. 

J fuall now conclude with a few word~'!, 

as well refpecting, the motives in favor of a 

reform of t~e Company's manne, as ref pea. 
ing the parties to whom thefe motin, 
apply. 

The 



( 99 ) 

The Court of DireCtors in the 6rft • .:. 
fiance, as ftanding in the eye of the pufJ.:. 

lie, are refponfible, at leail: with thei~r 

charaClers, for what they do J and, if the 
public voice turns again£i them, they will 
incur a ftill deeper refponlibility; to. f3Y 
nothing in fuch cafe, of the hazard attend· 

ing their re-eleCtions. 

The Proprietors arc more particub:rly: 
concerned for their dividends, and for the 
price of their flock; and as their charter is 

foon to undergo a parliamentary difcuffion r 

it behoves them to infil1:, that the Court of 
DireCtors do their duty in time. 

The mercantile adventurers of this coun
try have an evident advantage in. throwin~ 
down the fence. which ha; hitherto pre .. 

telted the old !hipping owners; for thero 

'" many who would gladly join in making 
hir:' tenders before an,implftial court, )V~ 

o 2 at 
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.["prefent, refef. to pay Cervile attention. 
to predetermined judges. 

As to the public, they are deeply in-' 
terened in the fuppreflion of fmuggling, in 
the produc\:iveneCs of taxes, and in the' 
cheapnefs of commodities; aU which eff"en
tially depend on the Company's teas and 
other articles being imported on freights 
as low t as thofe paid by foreign companies 
and foreign individuals. 

The public are likewife c,Ued upon 1D 

another view, to controul the Company's 
expences; namely, as being a Com

petitor with them in the money· market ; to 

which we muft add, that, when the Com

pany's power of borrowing meets with a 
check, the public is always obliged to JerK! 
its aid to it, as to a real pauper. 

To condude, .he public are lleeping 
partners, as the mercantile · phrafe is, wi. 

the 
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the Company l fo fieeping indeed. as ~ 
to have attended hitherto to their righl*' 

upon this occafion. But as every thing ha, 
iti term, the public will no longer forget 
the neceffity of reducing the wanton cx
pences of the Company) in order to encreafe 

the profits of it, when it reads the follow

ing dauCes of an ACt of Parliament. palfed 

in the year, I781. 

U And be it rarth~r ena8:ed by the :lUthoriry :a(ore(~id, 
that all th t territorial acquifitions and revenues, lately oti_ 
tainc:d in the E .. fr [nd ie~, fh~11 remain in the po!T~ffion of 
the Unitt;d Company of Meech,mts of England trading to 
me Eaft-Indies, for and during the term oi the exciuCLve 
trade grVlted to the raid United Company. And be it f;&r .. 
thcr enacted hr the authodty aforefaid, that from and after 
the lid'!: day of M :lrch, 1781, for and during (0 long time 
as the {aid United Comp:wy, under the ~" thorjty of this 
prtfent a8:, {ball be intitled to the whole, fole, and u"dufiNe-, 
trade and traffic in, to, and from, the .Eafl:. lndies and places 
aforefaid; the whole clear profits arifing from the raid ter_ 
ritorial acquilitions and revenues. atter defraying the 
charges and expences attending the fame, roge-Iher with all 
dte clear revenues 2nd profits of the (aid Company, ;iter 

"providing for the current payments of inurea and other 
.fUtgoings, charges, and expences, of the raid Company. 
Ihtil (tom time td time, be dirpo(e-d of lind applied in ffi2n_ 
ncr following ; (that is to fay) it thali anu may be lawful 
.. the faid United Company to ret a.part and retain in" "the 
"int place, in ea.cb and every year, fil ch funl as !hall be: equ21 
CO eight pauntts per' centum per alln"um ujlon the capital 

fiod: 
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..fl:ock of the aid Unit~d Com.pany of3,H)Q,OOO/j and, 
;" (11ft thtrt /haD remain a Jurp1us of the filid ckar reVf'nues 
and profits ohlYUl tilt {aid lum if ';ghl p8uNis ptr c,Rlum pel' 
annum (0 to be retained hy Ihe {lid Onitcd Com p;my as 
.{orefa:d, Ibm f. .. rtb paris if fitch {urpluf pr6fitl jhl1i1IJl/1il 
llPart and tiN {j,-d {oJ,. flu !.lIt if IhtpuLlit, and the remairung 
fourth p:vt ther 'of !l1all be re(erved and (ct;!.ined by the 
faid United Comp~ny for their own u(e. And be it far. 
thet ena,'te.l by the allthority aforefaicl, Ihat the furplus pro.,... 
iits, appropriated to Ihe pu blic as aforefaicL. fhall be paid 
annu;.lly into the (<<tipt of his MajeUy's ExC'ncquer, as 
berein.after-mentioned, and {hall be there re{ervcd for the 
tlifpolition of Parli;.tment." 

That all the parties interefted may know 
the amount in conrctl with the Old Ship. 
ping owners; we have only to recolleCt, that 
the Committee of the Houfe of Commons, 
in I773,computed thtplunderfromtheCom
pany,duringtheten preceding years, as equal 
tathe thirdp.1 rtof abov,e 5 ,000, 000/. orabout 

1.70,000 I. per ann. and jf we c.arry on this 
computation, agreeable to an average of the 
cftimates of Mr. Baring and Mr. Brough, 
we cannot ruppof< the joint lors to the publii 
and the Company as lefs than 170,000 per 
annum for the nineteen yeal's fubfcquentr 
reckoning one yeal" with another. NoJV 

" 

• $u ·u.Gt4-II1.c·:sS.\S,9 ..... dIO. 
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the amount of '170,000/. per a.nnum, Ibr 
the whole 29 years, without any reference to' 
intereft or compound inte reft, is 4.93o,ocol. 
:"'But if this annuity be placed for 29 yean 

~·at 5 per cent. accumulating interelt. or 
,{which is the fame thing) employed in 
paying off the debts bearing that interdl: 
"during that period, it will amount to con~ 
fiderabty more than ten millions !terling). 

a fum equal to the payment of ayeac's 
wac 

• This is readily pro\'ed liS follow" by mean s or the well

"Bown falt. , that money at 5 per cent doubles in ' ''' ytart 

and quadruples in 28 Yl";m. under the oprr:Ltion of com

fOund interdt For if 3.4oo,oooJ. (or inlbnce , double) u.. 
'4 year, at ~ per cent. it jt ber.aufe 170,000/ which is it. 
annual prodlltt or iotcrt:'JI . upon being placed .It ct)mpollnd 

intereft. as (all 15 it arj{cs. wi!! ;Iccilmuiare to the (u. 

df 3.400.0001, beyond the original printip;u. The amount 

of an annual lofs of 170,OOOJ. then fore. accumubting in 

~e m1nner, wil! produce 3.-loo.0 ~oJ. in the-nrll: fourteen 

',hra; and a fim ib r .1 mOunt will afire in the next fourteen 

1ea.r~ ; to which mull: be added another fimilar amount, pro. 

Aced by the interd} accumulating durillg the fecond period 

on the gain s of the firft period. But three time' 3,1-00,000/ • 

... tqui..l to IO,zoo,cool. reckoning 18 yean inftcad of 2.9 
rears, for the term of ,he Company's l<rlks wbich i . to be 

t ~e the fubjc8: of computation. 

Should 
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'~ar expences for the BritHh eD?-pire.; or 
equal to the amount lately laid out in re
deemIng the -national debt, joined to that 
provided for paying the expences of the _r-

Should it here be pleaded. contrary 10 truth, chat 
170.000/. is tOO high a c .. kul:t.tion for tbe annl,lallofs; it 

mull be allowed on the other h::tnd, that I have made 110 

eft.imate for variou s et c~ler;u. and that 5 per cent. is pro

digioufiy lower than tbe real r iltt of inleteft paid duriag 
t~c JaIl 29 ycan by the company. in fanoul (hape,. to t!ac 

average of its variou5 'rc:dit ~lJ-5 ; a.nd that thc power of cOIR

pcund in tc:r~ll mull be: -ell.imatc:d higher ift proportion to 

tbe cnc:rcafc: Qf the ratc of inl c:rdl:. Had J ,,,ken in the 29th 

,ear, the amount would have (welled to lo.88a.o;)oJ~ by 

Ihe addition of a yrar', inu;rc:fi, ::Ind the annn.! aUoW'llln"c: 

of l,o,rx>Oi. There is thlu a large fllnd provided to .!lw 
for deduaionl . 

I biwe (aid that the operation 1s the fame, whether the ._ 
mount of an annual faving of Ijo,oo:1/. i, placed out, Qr 

whether it iii applied to the liquidation of debts beari~g m
terell: and tbe fa!!; is ceruio!), fn, but with this difference; 

namely thil[ in the latter cafe: no Jotres caD a.rife from iDfol
vent debton. 

An annuity thus appc:m. in iu prngnfs at oompoaud~. 
terell. to keep pace with a corrcfpoDding principal fum io 
all iu !lages; if we dedua onlr the <lmount of the orit
Jill prillcipal fum ftom the compound amount of J:he lu
ttr.-By thi! 6mple rule. then, we may judge ofthecl(

tent of the dfea of the Comp.ny·~ n~edle(, Upefl«l i. 
other refpetb. 
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h1:ln1Cnt againfl: Spain; and abundantly 
more than equal to the liquidation of the 

\\ hole of the Com p:my's deLts. both at 
home Jnd abrold. 

I have fiared the joint intcrefi of the pro
prietors and the public:: in promoting a rc

form upon this occalioll.-If neither party 
choc(e to attend to their intcrelt, after the 

matter is th us brought before th~l1I, in a 

clear <llld limp!e manner, free from ab!1raa 

oiculat ioll s ; 1 muIt ufl: the freed om to 
ruggen . that they arc rnorc to blame th:m 

the Old Shipping Owners, who have at lcaft 

the merit of taking care of Ibem./i'i'Vfs. 

I do not pretend to affirm, that p3rJ ia_ 
ment would have managed the COr.lpany's 

affairs better, or even equally well .... vith the 
Company; but the Company may certainly 
profit by the aid of a few wholcfome regul a~ 

tions, which in every view, it is to b:::: hoped, 
will be the reCult 'of its own proceedings. 

p J hilve 



J I"vo added a lill: of the tllunber of Chip. 
and tonnage, employee! in each year, frOin 

J 751 1.0 1772, and from thence to the prc 6 

fcnt time; by which the public will fee, at 

one view. the amazing incl'cafc of the Com
pany's freightagc, and the confcqucnce of a 
proper regulation of it to this country. 

Account 
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APPENDIX; 

CONTAINING 

The principal Documents alluded to in 
the preceding pages. 

TtNkr '.! thl Tarta,. I, the C,urt of Djrtt"rs, Dnd MI. 
NIttI if thl CAmmitllt if ShippJ"g, ti.Jttd 1he 6th if S".. 

. IlmPlr, 1780, Dcupti", lIN jaid tiNil,.. 

,0 the Honour'lob!c Court of O)lllJ\OTi of the 
faft.India CompalY. 

United 

London, \0 Augufr, 1780. 
Honourable Sirs, 

UTE tbt part·ownm of lbe {hip Ttar, built in 01J 
":. France, only 'wo yem old taft Match, 500 ton.! 
b'ia1der. meafurement, capable of carryi g 16 guns, nkn 
anfwcrable, to be commanded by ealA. Edward l')ou i 
(£aid Jhip is Jheath~ with copper, and is now on her "oy~ 
~ from ~i(bon toLondo.l ;) do tender the raid {hip for a 
.' A ' vON_ 
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VOY:Zbe to th! Eaft·Indies, on the (aJ1le terms and ~omli. 
tions upon which I'au agree tu t";jlle up the other !hIPS (or 
the realon. The .lid (hIP is of dimenlions capable of COU' _ 

~ying near 600 ton~, \Y.3-,s c.qmJ?l.c:t.~'y' .~t\¢i,I i.tI. Mr. ~ 
ilea', DcIc1c. :lrid f:uled (rom Englalld In May laA, and LS; 

plcfumt:d will, on her arrival, b~ fit for the immooi:tlJ' .... ufe 
1)£ the Camp'IOY. 

Weare, 

Honourable Siff, 

Your moll obedient, humble (('r'lan t~, 

BENJAMIN KIDNEY, 
JOHN SMITH and Son, 

for EDWARD FlOTT, Comtn:.&nder, 

JOHN BOTT. 

Minute if a Gmmittee if Shipping ~" t he 6th of Stpttmlm; 
1780, 011 tht jubjdl iftht prtudilfg ttTuur. 

PURSU ANT to a reference of the Court of the 30th 
uk tlie Committt'e have confidere d the tender of the (aid 
fh ip Tartar, burthen SOO tOD~, to mount 26 guns, and to 
cll rry 80 men, fhtathcd with copper, French built, two 
y~il.rs amI a half old, \ o. be commanded ~:r C:apt. ~dward 
l!)ptt; il.rjd are of 0PI. ~·nll. upon the {ill {hIP bemg re~ 
'paired' and fitted in l1, ;ufticient manner co the fa tiu:l.Clion 
of the Company's d.ficers, it may, ill the pre{ent fcar. 
cit)' of tonnage, be/ lery. proper to take her up for a voy_ 
age- to lrtaia, upon,'Lhe (arne terms ao4- cond.it;~{ls,·in ·aU 
rcCpccts, as the ott: !r lbips of this (eaCon; the owners bet 
~g excl ud~d , at.3.l,1 cscnU .• from any cla.irq off "UO~Mt 
01) her bottom, a!l~ th~ coml1Wlde,r and o$t;e.r~Jqbjed. 
the orders of Cou~ : of the. 30th o( lall ~9l\th.. 
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Cpy if ibl LUlr if Ihl 3l}1 0/ AlIl~fi, 178,., " 1m 
Collrt if DirdlQrI) whirh wos withdraw11) ond rt .. 

' i iilud by oM/hlr • 

To the Honourable Court of Dire£tors of the United 
EaR.India Company,. 

Honourable Sirs, 

THE ownec!; .aod commander of the Chip T artar, in !he 
fr.:rvice of the Honourable Ean-India Company, are 

confcious of having, in eve,)' rerpefl, well dere rved to be 
continued in che fervice; and having been now at home 
upwards of twdve months, and :at each time fince ten_ 
dered their ./hip to your Honors, anu been trelied with by 
your Honors, .md being tbl;: firft arrival of the laR: Augl.ll~ 
fleet, they afC extremely concerned to find meir (liid !hip 
is not included in tht' lill of !hips now taken up. They 
~g leave to fay, they conceive fuch ttl'.::ltOlcnt to be cruel 
in the highcfi d egree; fOf, theyallere, that there is no 
man of fcnfe Of hunor that can fay the immen(e e~ences 
they fubmitted to for the ufe and fervice of tbe Company. 
can han been compenfated by the ont voy~ge their lhlp 
bas been employed. They [herei'o' rcquell your Honors 
will be plcafed to give your feafo or lejeCting th e-it {aid 
{hip j that, if they can be obvia a their part, they may 
do it. 

We are confcious, that 3 very po erCul interell is ufed 

~
. the thippillg-owtv.rs, to prevent. UT Ibip from being 
tinued in the fervice. We hope our Honours will 

_ . Bl yourfclves of the prejudices ill their favor, which 
pe hone£Hy ronicf:t we fear may hav( had fome effe~ ill 
'OtIr late determination. We trull, at} on fai r and ho
neR: principles, no difference can or ought to be made 
bctwet'D men who h,lve expended the; money in Ihe flet
vi~ of the Company, whether it was . n originally build
iDg a Jhip, or in fitting up .- •• an ual expcnce,. in 

" tim.. 
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time of nece!lil)'l for the CompallY's [eevice. Each 2re 
equally entided to be employed, in common jufiice ami 
common hond.)', to enable them to gain 11 comlXnCation 
for the expenees they have incurrc:d. No dillinction can 
be made, but through partial and fclf·interefted mOlUcE.s. 
That the Chipping_owncl's lhould enue;lvcur to eibblilb 
that diRinelion ciln therefure not be wondered at. r 

The behaviour of 11 generol,;s public to the Company, 
in numeroUs late illfbnces, we hope may not be ill applied 
to the cafe between the owners of the Tartar and your 
H~10UU. The Comp;a.ny expended immenCe fum~ in 
confequeocc of the war; the puhlic have made many 
generoui compenfations to the Company. The owners 
C'f the Tartar have expended immenfe (urnS on this fhip 
durin~ the time of your neceility, and when yov, wanted 
thei, f .. rvices; they now want your affifiance, and only 
nquefi to be ,:ontmued in your (ervice, [0 enable them to ' 
rc:imbu& tnerufelves the money they have expended in it. 
}\,lot all the fophiA.ry of r~fonmg can do awoIY the com· 
moo knfe and common juA.ice contained in thi& our 
limple requeft. 

We therefore beg yO\lr Honours Will again t:ilKe our 
cafe into confideration, and we are confident that, upon 
the moA. jull and honourable principles, you cannot fail 
of being unanimous in immediately appointing our fbip 
Ta.rtar to another voyage. We have the honour to rc· 
mam, 

Honourable SirsI'" 

Your moi obedient, bumble fcrvan l, 

for fe Owners, Commander, and Self, ' 

(Sign, d) , JOHN FlOTT, Ailinll .OWncr 

College.HilI, 

31 A:ugutl. 17840 
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the c,Ilrl 'f DirliJDrJ, (1utpt;ng 
illt H(Jrtwtll. 

] AM dire8:ed to acquaint }'OU, that the CO,urt of Di
r~aors of the EaR:4!nwa Comp;my have mad.! the fol_ 

lowing rcfo\ution, viz. 
That Mr. Fiott's tender for a new (hip of 750 tons or 

upwards, builders mea(urement, bli accltjlted. on condi
rion that he tu.ve liD claim to rebuild upon her bottom in 
cafe of 10rs, or after having performed her four vo),ages j 
lind that Ihe be aRoat by the 15th of January, Ji87' 

1 am, Sir, 

Your maR: obedient, 

Eaft~Illdia Houfe, 

J7 March, 1786. 

,To John Fiatt. Hq. 

Humble (crvant; 

THOMAS MORTON, 
Secretary. 

Lt1ttt' of thl Cau.rt IJf DiTlalJrt~Qhrl Fjqtt mui Gnrt' 
Ltmprim, ifq. ,hamr-porty Irs if fhl /hip HartwtU, 
rt'p'lting rlu difmiJIiDII of Copt. ;011 and Mr. Char/II 
cI1njh, his thitJ-IIIOft, OM the 'pmjion of Mr. S(1mud 
StUrmlT his fi(onti matt. 

Gendemeo, 
• IT is ",jtb. much concern I am [0 ~uaint you, that the 

Court of Dire80rs of the Eaft ndia Company have 
refolvea, ' that CaptlilG Edward Fiot comm311der of tbe 
l&tc ibip Hanwtll, and Mr . . Chnl Chrillie bis chief~ 
~. arc'''WUiUQ. henccfoarard em oved in the Com .. 

pany's 
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pany's ..,vicc; and th~t Mr. Samuel Stunner, the {cconcl 
mille, be Cufpcnded the Company'5 Cervicc. 

I am, Gentlemen, 

Your moll: obedient, bumble (ervant, 

Eaft.lndia Haufe, 
:l4 Augufr, 1787-

THOMAS MORTON, Sec. 

JOHN FlOTT, :and ! Owner! of the 
GEORGE LEMPRIERE, Efqrs, Hartwell. 

LIN,,. t, tht Chairman df the Collrt if DirtllQrs. r'ft"}i,,g 
uow to pmift, ond hatH II coP1 if the wzm;fUltiDn of 11K 
o/PUf'l if till Harlwlll, and if Mf'. j l1(lji"l rt~rt Ij' 
ib, kji if tIll foip. 

Sir,' 

C APTAIN FlOTT, confcious that be bas dorie his 
duty to the urmofi of his power, is at a laCs to .c_ 

COl!nt for the d!:ciflOn f the Honourable Court of Oi. 
rtaors for nis difmiiliQ i\ffom (Iieir fervice, which de_ 
cilian was tomrnunicat :i to me by a letter from Mr. :5e-
crrtary Morton. . 

Capt. fiatt wilbes .) know what it is he is cliarged 
with, and on what gr .undJ he has incurted the difpl!a,.. 
(ute of the Honoura e Court of D lrellors.-He there
fore hasdeflft;d me: to re:queft the: fa vor of. iten.t..l and 
cop, of the minutes .nd examinations Of the: olicets of 
the IhrtwelJ, tageth .,.jth me report WhicH 1JCf 'lUIder
Ibrtd's h:u been deli :red in by Mr. Jack/an; hi's fou"rtl1. 
mate.-l h2V~. 2P~1I to Mr. Coggari, "'ho I:ia.s rerti-rca: 
me to )'OU 2$ Cluir .. Jln of the CeNt of Dbt~ ttr .. iW" 
order before hI:' .n. compll.i,:wldi m;J mp1~.--;fsa'; 
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tbereJore to requdl the £:avor of your order for that pur ... 
pore. . 

I have the bonour to rema.in, with tbe grcateft i'cr~ 

Sir, 
Your moll obedient, and 

M od- humble fervant, 
New Bro.d_Strttt, 

~ S' P" ' 787, ]Of{N FlOTT, 
Managing Owner of the late Hartwell. 

To John Matteux, Hq. Chairman of the Honourabll: 
Court of DireClors of the United t:a.i:-lndia Compmy. 

4.rr.fw:tr Df the Curt of DirtEfm to tbt lttur of tIN 6th ~ 
St/tunlur, J 787. DII btha!! of Copt. Fioil, riffUB;1I1 t~ 
II-rlJ[a' and ( Opill ~r the millllw c( th, uurt alld of 
Mr. Joclfon's r'Porl. O~ the Jubjtlt if the IIj's if'& 
i;lQrtuuiJ. 

Sir, 

yOUR tetter to the Chairman of the Eall:-India Com ... 
pany.., daled the 6th inftant, rcqucfling. on bdulf of 

<:.:aptain l"iott, a jlt!ufaI and copy of the minutes and ex,. 
amiqations of the officers of the Hartwell, together with 
tbe report which he underftands, il1\S been delivered in bJL" 
M,r. JaclcJon,.his fourth mate,.J:~ ydlerday Jaid before 
the; COUrt of DireClors ; and Thive received their or4r 
10 acqu~int you, that they have Wolved not to compiy. 
"i';i~ tb,c {aMi. ~queft. 

I am, Sir, 

Yout molt: obedieft, 

W :-Jodia Hourc, Humbl Servant, 
fl.Sopt .. '787.. W. RAMSAY, . 

JA,Oiftant-Secreury. 
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MirHItll _/ thl. Cc",,,,itrtt if Shippil,!> rtjhrinl ~ • 
• Chrijlit, !biif mott if tht /iar:wtI4 til the OUflpanls 
flrvict. 

At a Committc:e of Shipping, on the 12tli of Feb. J789' 

T HE Committee having taken into confideration the 
reference of Court of the 19th of November Jill, 

on the petition of Mr. Charles Chrifiie, ch;er male of 
the Hartwell, praying to he ag .. in employed in the Com
pany's fervice; and acco"mp:mying his petition witn feve
fOIl certificates, convey i n ~ the approbation of Ihe com
mOlllders with. whom hef",iied i-particularly his laft com
mander Capt. Fiott, who certifie~, that Mr. ehriaie, du. 
ring the time he belonged tn the Hartwell, as Chief male, 
" behaved himfdf like a [eamRn and an officer, and in 
u ev~ry rc(pcCl worthy of that and every othel charge 
q belonging [ 0 a {hip." 

It appears, that t~e Court, on the nd of Auguft, 1787,_ 
lI&reed in opinion With this Committee in their report of 
the farnl'. date. ~hat, fo r the reafo.ns therein frated, Cllptain 
t~iott and Mr. Chriftie~re unfit to be thenceforward 
cmplo}'e~ in the Compan • fervice i-hut as this fentrncc 
did not politivcly imply i miRion, or fpeak: ,to the pret'ifci 
bfJ'le they fhouiJ remain .Hider fufpenfion, and as CIIP~tl 
Fiott's certificate remo),es, in II great degrre, that fhare'or 
reprehenflOn which WtS before altlu:hed to the conduCt: of 
Mr. Chriftie; the co~mittee now offer 3$ their opini~g, 
that Mr. Cbriftie's f penlion be dlfcontinued t ~ \ha~ 
he may be permitted ' be"c:mployed irs" the ~f' 
fervice in the {b.tion i fecond mite for one ,:voJ!!Ce, .q,.. 
foce be is ~owcd to Qceed in a higber tUdoR. ' , 



UtII'll lin Q.rt " Dirillorr, with the lindt, 0/. IIIW 
ibip, in lim if the HllrIWtU. 

To the Honourable !he Court of Oire8:ors of the United 
l:::afi-lDdja Company. ' 

New Broad.Street, 221uly, 1789. 

Honourable Sirs, 
• IN the year 1780, during tlv: late war, 1 tendered to 

your Honout!> tne {hip T:utar, which was acceptetl of 
and titted for your HOllors' (ervlee, at an t.'XpellC·: of UP"' 
war.ls of {evconlee" thoufaml pounds.-The (aid Ihip re
turned in 1783, and delivered her car~o ill eqUal gc04 
conciition [ 0 :lily /hip in the f.:rvicc. She was l"rmUalltly 
after tend,·red to you r Honors, for ncar . ttln~e yedr~. un. 
der a lull expectation that (hI;; thuuld be taken up again in 
your fervic:e -On the arrival of Lord MltCilttney. in 
1786, your Honors wet;!' pleafcd to aop!y to me to ten
def [he Tartar; but the {aid (hip h",d t ',en been fold .bvut 
two months, Your 1i00lours, fully a~qu3.i nted with tne 
very great expenee i(leurn::d in fitting her fu r the Com. 
plny's fervice, and the great lof! [,Icr<:on from her hi. 
"ing been permitrd to go but one vOYoI.ll:e, were plc.tled 
to aceept of my te:lder to bl,li,ld a fuip for f..ur voya6"cs 
in lieu of tbe Tartar. 

The new {hip, called the Hartwell, wa.~ compiearcd in 
about nine months;. with chis ad:lit'onal hard/hip. that in 
order to ful fil my contraSt: w~-l'i the Company in lime, I 
'was obligeil to advance money~, .',Ild became a crediror fur 
near three thoufand pounds with :hc builders, who failed. 

The melanCholy fate of the H.,rtwcll, . loll off l.ona. 
vifta, owmg [0 the mutinous· fPirillof the crew, is well 
known 10 your Houours, ' . . 
, 1 hive now z;,cfpcc1.full y to req" eft your Honours t? 

graat me leave to build anocher fluo for your fervlce., In 
1ieu of ' the (aid fh ip Ha rtwell, forVour voyages, at 2Q/. 
per't.on lu Chill:), and to other por~ in proportion. 

S 1 h1unWy 
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1 humbly hO~J that tbt: fame motiv;es which induc~d 

Itom Honours to grant me leave to build the Hanwell, an 
ieu of the Tartar; will again induce your Honours to 

"rant me the favor of building a new !hip in lieu uf the 
Hartwell. 

] have tbe honour to be, with the greatcfr ref pea, 
Honourable Sirs, 

Your moll obedient, 

And very humble (ervallt, 
JOHN FlOTT 

Lttur if (be C,mpan, j" IfnjWtr tQ the ttlffur for _ ntW flip 
in littl if the Hor/flltl/. 

To J ohn Fiott, Erq. 
Sir, 

T HE Court of Oire&t'$ of the Eaft·lndia Com;tany 
have thought it necdfary to enter into an explzna

tion of the terms on whic:h they will TCCt'lVe new (hlps 
for the Company'5 (ervicc. and after having Rated the 
particulars, it will then be left for you to determine wht:_ 
ther you will abide by your formtr tender of 201. per 
ton, or how far you may judge it expedient to alter the 
rate of freigh t. 

It is therefore, in obedience to the Court's commands_ 
that 1 am to acquaint you that the lidl objeCts of their 
ccnfideration are, the p~.reC'l:J.tion of the lives 0,£ the 
people~ their comfortable accommodation in the paffirge. 
the ability of the £hip to encounter heavy gales of wind ia 
hi&h latitudes, and to .~e prcpa.red for defence in carc of 
an auack. from an enemy. lt is upon thofe principJes, 
that the Court will rl;ot allow the {hips to receive mo~ 
goodS. homeward-bbund, than un cOllvcn~nt1y be 
flowed away.-And,' in order to aCcertain what part of 
the fhip {hould be~otted for that purpofe, tbe Court 
have, upon the ma ft deliberntion. refolved, tbat·(hips 
of 9()O tOllS mcafure lent and upward' {ball be RJlra4ied 

frolll 
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from tlowi\lg goods any where bu.t in the hold, aDd the 
under_mentioned ~rts of the lower deck, viz. from. the 
!tern to the after-part of the main-mall, and from the 
fore-part of the beam before the main hatchw.lY to ~, 
fore-part of the beam before the fore_hatchway. Strong 
3nd-fufficient bulk-heads arc to be ereded at the after_ 
part of the main-mall, thc fo~ part of the rna.in-h~ch_ 
way, and from fide to fide at the fore-part of the (ore_ 
hatC~way, leaving the fore-put open and the other three 
fIdes of the fore-ha.tchway trunked up. The cables are 
to be coiled in the (pace- between the fore-part of the 
main-hatchway and the bulk.head abaft the main-man._ 
Thofe parts uf the lower deck, where g<'lOds arc thus al
lowed to be {towed, mut} be dunnag-etl with billet_ 
wood, or battens one inch and a half thick.; and fil ch 
other precautions takellt as the commander m:ty chinle. 
proper; 

This reColution of the Court they deure to recommend 
to your particular attention, from an opinion, that you. ' 
might poffibly entertain an ide. of being permitted to load 
the thip to the full extent of what [he can bring. 

T):le other points which I am dire8ed to offer to your 
sonfideration arc: ; 

That it will be farther required of the owners to let 
t~ir {hip upon freight to the Company on the terms Haled 
in the enelofed draft of a charter_party, which, fo fllr as 
can be done without the rate or freight being exprdTed, is 
drilwn up for a (hip of about 11.00 tons bunnen. 

That the daufe to prevent the ute of the command, or 
any other office in the Lhip, muil.moll fcrupuloully be 
complied with; and, in addition thereto, it will be ex
pe8:ed, that the owners enter into an engagement that 
they will ,not denund or receive from the cqmm~nder or 
"officers, any rum or fums of ~oney for the freight of 
their' privau: trade, or for any part thereof ."hich they ~L 
.bt::anowed to carry out or bring hOifle, under the uru~ 

. r~tions or ind.ulgence of th« Court of DireCtors. . 
. B2 That 
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That the owners uo (uhfcribe [0 abide by;Cueh of th~·· 
Bye-Laws of the Co~pany, which any wars 'refpea the
filipp in:! empluyed in thelf (ervice, or the commanders 
and officers bdonging thema. particularly that c1aufe 
which direas, t( trutt in cafe aHY {hip or 1bips !hall be' 
" built or taken up for frd 5ht, lor the uft: of the Com
U pany. t ile command of (lleh ihip or !hips {hall be given 
" to cJptains OUt of employ frc..m their lhips being worn 
" out." t 

Alfo the c1au fc, ordaining, "th;:.t the owne.rs {hall he 
" rdlrai:"u::d from rcmo\' in!; any commander after he {hall 
" have been regularly appointed and confinnell, without 
" giving r'oleh (carons for his removal, as thall be fatis
" faltory to thl: COlll't of OireCtors." 

That ;1\ all other n:lpell:s, which are not {\atcd in the 
chart-.'f-party, or hye-bws, the (hip be tak:t:n up 011 the 
I~mc cunJi tiClJlS ;is oth~r lhips in the f.:: rvice. 

And billy, that the owncrs {hall have- no claim to buil.,! 
all the b.:>[fom ;jfter the lbjp fhaJI be worn out or loft in 
the fervice. 1 am, Sir, 

Your molt obedient) humbl e ferv:U1t, 

IaIl-India HOtlfc, THO. MOR TON, ~tt. 
5 March, J i 90. 

AnjuJ/'r t~ tbl Letter Df'ThDmlJl MortQn , EJiJ. Sure/a? at 
tb~ Indig-}JDujt, d!lud tht 5fh 0/ Maroh, 1790. r1~fli1tg 

. tht ttndtr jor (} r.cw }hilt, ill litu if tIlt' Hartwt/l. 

To , T llOmas Mor~on, Efq. 5:crctary to ,tbe Honour,abJe 
the Court of Duc8.urs g[ th e: Umted Eaft-India CQIn_ 
pany. 

Sir. 
I HAVE ~eceived the favoraf the letl,rr you"wrofe me' 

the 5th mllant, by order of the COUll ol .V.rcdors, in 
J;ufwer [u my tender and application for Jeave to buUd a 
new (hip in li l-u of the Hartwdl. I have duly confid.ered 
the futldry daufes under which ),ou inform me the Hono-

rable 
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fable ,Court of . Dire80rs are willing to give me leave fo 
build a new fhip. ' 

Findin'! them conformable:! to thore of my -Iitte .. gree_ 
mcnl for the Hartwell, fave and except the r:atc 'o( fr~ ight· 
per ton, and ru t h other regulatiuns as have b~c ll made 
and "'greed upon gcncraUy for all Other {hips tlken up for 
tile fervil"C ot the Company, f llgrcc to them; and ~bidc hy 
my forma tender of twenty pounds per ton to ,_ 'hi'na w_ 
re.:.1 ;,and will con(;)(m 10 th( Byc_i :.tws :md cumiitill!ls, 
as for othc:r thips in the (ervice, with this ~xp!an<ltloll; 
.. nd make choice of :l "om.n~nd'!r for fuch l\ew 111ill as ( 
than build, from fueh commander ;ls may be unelr:ployed, 
or ruch other officers ill your Honors feevice, as are 
deemed qualified to have fuch command. 

Lafily, as to owners having no claim to huild (m the 
bottom after th~ {hip ihaU be worn out, or lo!l in th~ (l'r
vice; 1 do dirdaim the idr:t of any aCtual rjght to builJ 
On the bottom of any ihip; Ilot conceiving myfdf 
th~rtby preclud~d from making- applitation to any tuture 
Court, for leave to build ~ercafter. if thf )' th ... ll think that 
I have, by my attention and zc~1 for tul.'ir fervice. or by 
any other confideration, merited it at tlleir h3nds; as in 
the in/lance of my prc:fent i1pplieation to tile Honorable 
Court of Diw .. 'tors. 

I have the honour to be very fillccre:y, 

Sir, 

Your mof\: obedient, 

And very humble rl.'rvant, 

i enchuTch-Srrcet, '.,0 March, 1790. JOHN FlOTT. 

To Thomas Morton, lfq. Secretary to Ihe Hono
rable Court of DireCtors 'of the United Eaft
India Coolpany. 

I""" 
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Ltlln tl Ilu flurl oj Dirtl1m, rqu§filtg Ib~;r nn/IJIIJ /,,
¥ifuflll of UQ'IJt t, build, iftlr rb,jr OW" ttrms h!ld iet1l 
IImptld. 

T o ~ Honorable Court of Diretlors of the United 
Eaft-India Company. 

Honorable Sirs, 

1 HAD the honour of writing to you on the 22d of 
July, 1789. making a tender of a Ihip for your fer. 

vice, in lieu of the Hanwell. Your Honors were ple:ifcd, 
by the letter of yoitr Sec~eury, da!ed the 5th of March 
JUl, [0 accept that tender, in care of my agreeing weer
cin conditions.-On the 10th of the fame month I ex
prdred, by Jetter to' your Secretary, my afTent to tho,c con-
4:litions.-After a long interval, urged. by the laten~f~ of 
the f~{on. 1 took the liberty to addrefs your Honors on 
the :ld inR. requefiing you would be pleafed to grant me 
'V'JUf formal letter of permiffion to bil11d, that I ffifght 
have time to fulfil my contra8 to your Honors' fa.tishc
tion.-To my utter afionifhment, on the f~me Jay, your 
Secretary in{ormed me by 'letter in anfwer, that your 
Honors had refolved not to campI}' with my requeft. 

1 beg leave: to reprefent to your H onours, that, indc_ 
pendent of the c ruel difappointment, and the aCtual in
convenience I am put to by this Rep, 1 feel my chara8.er 
called in queft ion > and as no reafon is gi\'cn (or thi1tlud-.. 
den rcfural, on the ~rt of your Honors, I have to requeft 
that the (arne may now he Rated to me ; that I may have 
an opportuAity of explaining circumft:.1~~s" or juAifyitlg 
my charil8er, according to the n<l.turl" of your Honors 
ob~on. 

I fhall not ilt prefeltt touch JJpoIl die .foundation of my 
pretenflOns to the favorable 1I000i«.0£ your H.onon, ho_ 
ping that fame accidental mjfunderlandWl& may have in· 

tervened, 
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tervened, which it j, but a needfuyaa: of juR:iee t~ 
mt, that I lhoutd £Ie made acquainted With, as (oon as 
poJlible j finee the correfp,mdence which bas paffed cannot: 
.but be confidered as coac:1ufivc on the part of your Ho.;. 
non. and only to be ret afide by (orne fuppofed improper
condud: on my part; which I muft beg permiflion to in
~ft upon, as proper to be made known to me. 

Shocked at the unexpcChd rejeCtion of my propofals, 
(which confiding in the hon'our, "jutl.ice, md liber.dity of 
your £lonors, I had cortceived to be :m event utterly im_ 
poffible), I have for fomt: t ime been unable to perfl.Wk: 
myfelf to take the ncceifary rneafures upon this occal'ion.; 
but my (urprife having finee given way to omu fed~gt, 
and the unanimGous advice of the friends on whom I mot 
rely, concurring, I mull requefl: the favour of all imme
di;;.te attention to my cafe on the part J?f rour Honon. 

Conceivin~ myfelf interefted, as wel in honor If by 
every other tie, to bring the matter to an immediate iiI'ua, 
1 beg leave once more to refer myfelf to the decilion of 
your Honan;; relying upon yOUT difpot'ition and ability to 
do me juflic:e; and trutl:ing that you will do me. the faVout 
to take my cafe, without aeJay, into yOUT Honon recon .. 
fideratir)n. 

I have the honor to remain, with the gre'lteft refptCl, 

Honouuble Sirs, 

Your moa obedient, 

Fenchurch Strttt 
30 June, 1790. 

Humble {ervant, 

JOfIN FlOTT. 
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Fnrthtr ftjltr t~ 'hi C~"rt of Dirlam, ,,; 1M fuhj~t1 of tbtit 
I'if'!la/ l' kQW t~ build a foip in lieu if 1M Hartw,I/ •• 

To the HQnourabJe the Court of Dirc.:!ors of the United 
C:afl:-h~dia Company. 

Honourable Sirs, 

I HAD the honour of adJreffing you a le-tter on the 
30th of June. r.:fpe8:iag :m application for jowe to 

build a lhip for the Com pany's f<'fvice, in lieu of the 
Hartwell. (am flit! without the favour of a[l anfwer. 
Jbeg leave to clI'prc[,' my camel. wj ih ~s for one, and that, 
in the mcan time, YO'Jr HO!loms will permit me to revive 
the nature of my application in the memoric$' of yoar Ho
nours, by the following {hort remarks : 

'When the Company was in much ilillttfs1M!y., ihipping: 
(or their fCl"'icc, in the y;:ar J7S(l, at:o.(1 expenee of u~ 
wards of 17,0001 . I fitted out the rartar . and, contr'.,I.ry 
to the exr~tations held out to me at her outfit, Ihe was 
r efufcd to be comi!llled ;n the fCfVic(' , after hcr li rfl: 
vo~; by which the Court of DireCtors fubjeCted me 
to a very confiderable lo(s. 

This cafe appclTing to th.:: Court: in its. pToper lig~t -in 
1,85. they ullanimoullyallowe<J me to build th~ n:utwell, 
ill liC'u of the Tartar, as a emnpellbtion fur th~ grea.t be!'> 
to which I had thus been fubjcdcd. 

Unhappily the H:utwell (under an officer, whofe con .. 
dud: had obbincd the previous approbati on of the Com _ 
pany) was wreckeu on her nrll: voyage, in a fituation 
where the charfs fanB: :oncd by the L ompany pointed out 
no danger, alld where t t1e gr(;at Captain L'ook ou his latt 
voyage was IIcarly loll hi;J.)fcli. The Hartwell therefore, 
it IS evident, has furnilhed no compen(ati.on for the Tarta,r: 
--{\.len compt;nfation flill n:mllins to b.~ givCfl. 

It having been rumoured, that m;' cale ' is deemed to 
come undef an inference to be drawn from the S.th bye
law fJf the COII\I~n'h made the 17th of f UJ1e, '788. [beg 
'cav~ to remark., that this law, even (U\lpo{tng it to ope-

tatc . 
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rate againft innocent owners, is poilerior in date w my 
cafe, the HartWell being loA: in May. 1787; and, even 
were the law not IX p'.fI ft'll~, in its operation towards me, 
the idea of compenfation for die Tartar will Hill f .!main 
in my favor. 

The Court having, in March laft, acquiefcd in my 
tender of a ihip, under certain addi tional conditions which 
t'hey were ple-afed to fubjo in., I beg permillion here again 
to fignily my continued adherence to that agreement. 

I ~g leJ.'iC to c10fe this fimp\c recital Lof fach, which 
prove mine to be a peculiar cafe, and meriting particular 
attention, with repeatuig Illy tll.it.dl willies for the favo r 
of m early anfwer; previous 10 which I pre(ul!le to h{\pe, 
thu the above circumftances will meet wj[b, their proper 
confidcration. 

I have the hooour to be, 

Honourable Sirs, 

Your refpc:8:ful and 

F enchurch-Street, 
10 Auguft, 1790. 

very humble fcrvant, 

JOHN FlOTT. 

P. S. The following is the incident refpe8iu6 Captain 
Cook, to w~ich my letter alludes :-h is related in the: 
3d chapter of the firfl volume: of his 3r'd voyage, p;)ge 29 
and 30. "At nine o'dock. in the everli ng, on [he Joth of 
" Auguft, we faw the itland of Honavifla, oc<lring fouth, 
" diftant little more than a league, thl'ugh at that li me 
U we thought ourfeJves mMh furthe r off; but tbis pY()fJtd u. 
" tnijlUt. for after hauling to the eaR:ward till 12 o'dock, 
U to clear the: funken r,ock.s that lie about a leagut from 
" the fouth-eaR p6int of the iRand, we found ourfclvcs at 
" that time clofe upon. them, and did but jult weather tbe 
"brea.k.:r'. Ou~ fituation for a few minutes was v~ry 
~ alarmmg~ I did not ['hoofe to found, as lhat might 
'., C - uh~c 
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~, have h~ightened the danger, without dl'ipofllbil!ty of 
IdTening it." 
Had Captain Cook, with his exertions for ~hat purpofe, 

gone a little 1110re to the caftw.mi, to avoid the ,rod, 
which he raw, and which are the. f;,j,me with thofe laid in 
the Charts fantUonerl by the Com pan]. he would ba\'c 
r"lIen in with the rocks on which the H~rtWeJl unfortu~ 
nately ,vas wrtthd, and which are not laid down ill thoCI: 
cnam.-The fame misfortune would have happened to 
him, had his original courfe been only about a ~ague 
more to the taftwan::l, (which courfel it i5 plain, hr would. 
\J:l.Ve deemed no mifb.ke). . 

Captain Cook, at the end of the fame chapter, under tho 
head of nautical remarb, gives an account of the uncer~ 
taillty of lhe currents in thofe parL~ and the errors into 
which it may lead the ~ofr expert m~riDers. 

POI,timlnrs r';pttfini Capto,'" F;oll ; ond o!fo, rtJp~lJif/g the 
Jiftlotilm of thl ijlO1ll' of BfI1lOViflO, and ~bt f/lI'fJigotioft o/~ 

, thtfeo in it/ nlighb8urh86d. 

1 H AV E already Rated the caufe of the owners of the 
Tartar and H:trrwell to be dilhnCt: fcom -that of Cap

tain Fiott; but as a brother, I {hAIl be pardoned by an in_ 
dulgent public, if! confickr them as fufficiently conneaed 
to add th~ ronowing obfervations, efpeciaU) l' they illuf_ 
teate the co,nduCt oHorne of the ICiiding men ibOupping
affairs amongft the DireCtors. 

The judges of Captain Fiatt: l'enterWed him., 'Wirnout al
lowing him the liberty 0( crofs-e':umining his accukn., 'Or 

. e~'en informin~ him who they were i or of what be 1~ ac_ 
rtd"ed i and Without fufferin3 his employers to be privy.to 

What 



( [9 ) 
~"hat h.(~ NotoritltJ on th~/e occa(iOf\J is rilCtr. 
fary to ~p t!ti:: witneffes in awe, a5 well as to impre{g: 
awe .upoo the judges, and a like awe upon any who may 
be difP9fed to repeat the crime in '1UeA: iOll, if a natural 
error can he calle..! a crimc.-Secn:cy can only 'be re'lui~ 
fite as an aa: of protetlion in favor of the accufed; but 
tbe ~ccured is here the perCon who (olicits and requires 
the judg~ to malee their proceedings public. As CourtS 
of jufiice in this country arc ordered to bt o[)Cn, if the 
Couri of Directors when fitting in formal judgmellt, or. 
def this COlirt to be fhut. it is too natura) to conclude, 
that it is becilufe theirs ,is not a C uur! of J":jliu. ' 

To complete the mca(ure of this unkmd treatment, 
when the Court afterwards rent out a veffe! to the Wand 
of Bonavi/b, to recover, by means of diving machine5t 

fome of their loft property, {a m~af~e which bas b: en 
attended with m~ch (ueeefs, greatly to the ho. of the 
very jngenious and fpirited MelTn. Braithwaites,) I was 
refllJed leave of II.dmiRion on-hoarJ of jt, for a gentleman 
on the pal t of the owncr~ of the Hartwell and Capta.in 
Fiott, who would have affifte.! in the recovery of ,Ixi,. 
loll property, as well as in veri fy ing fa..:ls and checkin; 
hlrehoods and mifreprefcntatio :ls. At the fame time, the 
Court uf Direilnrs gave the CJmmand, or chief~agency 
of the expedition, to the (uppor~ (hit! arcuft,. j a young 
rnan barely of age, who was the fourth mat:, and who 
was himfelf open ro acco(aliOll for jree~ularities und~ 
CaPtain Fiott. This perron wa;: preferred to Mr. Robel . ' 
DlglcYI _the puriee of the Hartwell, a gentleman univer~ 
f~Uy ~eemed in the fervice, for his integrity an.d 
great abilities I who offered himfcM to r.he Company. 
on this occalion, and in whom the owner, and com~ 
mander could place full confidence. 

This r.igor ,?O the pact of the DireCtors merits notice 
the more, as the eroftigacy and. low conduct uCcd by Ce(4 

ta~ perions on lItlis ocafiollo has procedcd fo fM, that 
C~~in Fiott, who left dk place) n an open bOat with a 

"'umber of the officers and crew of me £hip, was accu.fed. 
tin. a certain paper bf'OUght from BoD1Vitb by Mr. Jade.,.. 
~¥fl, all 4is return from his irft expedition, an:! deliverel'" 

C • by 
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by liim to the Court of Direaors) of em~d~rtC- IJrilrubrl 
~ lIroland bu",bu ift~rol blotis Caved frOm t/ile ·wreck.
t .. ptain Fiatt being"then in Jedey, 1 WOIS oIled upon by 
order of the Court, to fupply information on this fuhje£t . 
which I did to their full fa ti~faaion ; the whole of wmt 
little was fa ved having been delivered t9 me ;by C;"ptain 
}o'.jott and Mr. Dagley, who gave me an account of it in ' 
writing im medi ately (In their arrival, conformable to which 
1 fettled with the proprietors.-lt was enough to bring 
Captain Fiott's jlld!;.m ent into qu eftion, and to Ihake 
h is fortune, and th:u of hi'i owners, the (port or intrigue ~ 
but 'i t is impoBiblc- to pars over in filenee t1M attack:: upon 
his honor and his integrity. 

G reat as my indignation is upon this occafion, 1 fil!t1J, 
howc\'er, only obfcrve, that Captain Fiott has been edu_ 
cated in ~he navy an"_ m~rchant_fef\'icc i that he hali 'al_ 
ways bdefl:eemed for his good imelltiuns ; that, though 
not rich, he lives upon his p:mimony in fufficic nt inde
pendence, nm to DO fubdued by baubl(!s, fuch as be, wa~ 
charged with h:lV ing f~crelcd; that the Court of DireClot5 
(upon the man nlinute cll~lliry :lnd examination) had gi
\'en him a flatt ering reception ' and apptobation, when he 
wa!o prcfentcd to them as a capt:li n proper to comm311d 
the Tartar, alld again in tlfc cafe of the Hartwdl; 2nd 
h(Hv, . that tIler have continued to retain &vorabJe . im
preffiotls of his integrity fllbfequcnt to the period of the' 
cilarge in l!uel1ion, fi nee when they ref~ored his chief
rh,ltt: Mr . Chrifii e to their ferviae, after being fo'me tilJ)e 
under fufp~ll fi on, ;t was chiefly in reliance upon the £ood. 
fiith of- ~apta in Fiott, who h:ld given attctbtion Wi his 

phalf.-I {ball only acld, tll:lt ihould calumny revi ve [his, 
Of" forge any o~her new charge refpe:ct.ing' [he lofs of the 
Hanwell againfi- my brother's charatler) due means will 
-be. taken to oppofe truth to falfehood, and enquiry' to.con
~ment; and to tender the whole as pubJ lc'Ol~ the: injury 
''WhiCh may be intended to him. G " ' 

A rCl:ard 
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A regard to the fafety of nal·igators and of c:ommen'e. 
lead~ me to conclude this publication, wbieh,; in otbtt:. 
refpeds) is not a very willing one all my part, with the 
~onowing ,nauti(al or geographical remarks. • • 

CAPTAIN Cook, in his Ja{l voyage, lays cown the 
northemmoft point of Bonavifh. in J6° ' 7' N. lati., 

:udt', • which is alfo {bred to be its-latitude by Mr. Harley:"'.' 
the afl:ronomer, who accompanied him.-l)n tho: other 
hand, the Company's charts lay it down in about .60 1'~ 
which I am inclined to think to be ~earer the truth i ef~ 
peciallyas the text of Capt. Cook's Voyages iV2id to be, 
in fome refve-tb, at vlIiance with h.is charts. My brother, 
having loft his jnftrum~llts, couJd mike no proper obfer
vations on the thore. 

With regard to the fooKs, my brother's intelligence 
may be more depended ·upon. He fays, that the parti.
cular rocks . on which he met his fate, were abput three 
leagues diftant from the {hote; which may approach the 
truth, with rcfped: to the part of the {bore for which.he 

' 6rll bent his c.ourft: from the wreck. But Me. J. 8nfa.. 
wi!ile, baviog, by mC30S of a bafe m.tafurcd on the lbOiii; 
~n the di/hlllce of an intermed:ate point, and computed teo -:emainder of the diJlance to thefe roch, fuppoCcs them 
to be Sf miles dinant from the precift: part of the . ~ 
which is neareft to tbem. They may nevcrme\cfs extend 
fi i!l ' rartht:r out to fea than this difl:ance, cfpecially with 
brl?aks ·ill tb::m j wh;ch will appear the more probab~' . 
ao} ~ne, who reads what is written refpctling the Bo 
thoal, on the fid~o£ 01.e of !he Company's cham. 
t:harts themfdv.:s, ,which Jay JOWII the in,nd in twO plac~ 
~ake the extent from the · {bore as no when: cxcoedi&j 
#1ft league. In lik.:: rn:;"1.lter Captain Cook. fpea.1uI ¢it,. 
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the diJbnc:c of ,", league. Mr. Whire'sa.cboci"*: ih hi~ 
\l0y1ge to Botany-Hay, from his not havin, had a diRinCt 
vieW' of the land, is fcarcdy to be relied upon, when he 
fays that he was only tWD milu from the thore. while he 
{ailed without the rocks wnich fo much erldangcrro Captain 
Cook. 

The accident to the Hartwell. it is (aid, has made fub
fequent nOlvigators more cautious of approaching Ihi' 
ifiand, efpeciOLlly on the callcrn fide. The Swede!> are, in 
general, undedloOO to be fond of obtaining foundjng~ on 
die Prag,a£ .fuoal, though Co far to the eallwarJ; which 
may be advlfcablc on that tidt', fo long as the prefent un
et-tlaimies O(J this fubjeCt remain. 

I am happy. in th e mean time, to be llblc to give the 
intelligence cOntllillcd in the (oHowing c0I"Y of a letter 
which I have receivcd {ro,m Mr. J. -Braithwaite, Cine erf 
the gentlemen whofe !lame I bve been happy to mention 
above; and from whom. Of from hi! brother, I hope the 
public will (oon be f::ov ored wi:h mon: precife infrruClioll 
on this fubje8. 

( COPY. ) 

, Sir, 

"pOUBTS having occurred as to the iaritlHle of the 
, . lIorlh cond of the illand of BonaviA:!, and;ls to the 
( di~ance to which the reefs of rock:s extend on the eafi · 
C ward of thlt jib.nd, I am very reatly to give you .,.. 
~ . information on (he [ubje8:, as far as 1 can do it, with9UG 
• . , reference to my papc-rS. 

, The harbour in this illand, C:llleJ Engli ili Road, we 
C found, agr«-able to Mr. Hamiltoll Moorc's aCCQullt, to 
~ be ,6" 5' norch btitude j ilnd the north point of the 
",;iBand is poffib!), two miles north of that, or 16~ 'j'_ 
" • The reefs of rocks, or fatller thc 1b4llls, extend eaft_ 
" 'ward tg a coniiderOlb!c dillanct'l with intervals in th.:-m; 
, ilnd in many other part! tllereare Funken reeks or llioal~: 
.. h2, .. e feen no charts which art: accurate in tbis refpe8. 
J'the Bull-Dog Sloop of War was near being loft in 

l 1788, 
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< 1 tw, on t!a:r.-~efi fide of th~nd. bet'liien P-ortu. 
, guefe Road,. F.ngWh Road.~m (unken f(>cllii·or 
, lh04l1s; being obliged to haul "bout 1rith lres than diree 
• fatlom water, when in fi ... y~. 

, Where the Hartwell lndiJm~n was loU. I ~ompufe 
, to have bc-en near two league~ flom the ncaret!: poim of 
, the thore. In bad weather, there are breukcrs the,. 
, but in fine-weather it is {mooth, and veffeh; may DlI.:S,. 

I not drawB too much \Valer.-There is an Inand or 
C qJ.ay aha a leal!,ue from the /hore to the eaftwald, amI 
, another about a mile Hom lhe lhon~ more to the (,.um. 
I ward. hut which I do not fce laid down ill the charts.
• Ships cannot well pars within a leabvc of the catt::rn 
, {hore of the inand; but without Ihat difiance there are 
• various dii.nnels, but fome, as I have raid, are (:.Ife 0111y 
, in $!!bod weather. 

, r do not think it fafe to come within three leagues of 
( the ifiand, except to the routh-weft, and at the I:~trancc 
( into Englifh Road, unlcfi with .veffds drawi llg little 
, watf'r or that are wcii acquainted with the pb.ce .. - Th_e1 
I may pars :lI1d efclIpe. but it i ~ what Ilic uld be a\·oid..
, efpecially with deep {hips ar;d ill lfad we::th ~T • 

• There are roeb that lie four or five lea;;uC's diflant 
(on the fauth_weft fide, called Juan Littons, or John 
, Litton's rocb, which appear abovc Water . 

• I am, Si~, 

< London, 

Your mon obedient, 

Humble fervant, 

, March 18, 179I. , J. BRAITHWAITE: 

, To John Fiott, Hq: 


